friday | 23 september 2022 | Vol.1 Issue 110 | new delhi | rs. 5.00

3

16

10

AAP protests over
cancellation of
special assembly
session

Bumrah ready to
start for India
in second T20I
against Australia

Biden, UN chief
discuss Ukraine
war, Black Sea
grain deal

nationwide operation

15 states, 93 locations, 106 arrests:
Largest-ever NIA-ED crackdown on PFI

National Investigation Agency says the members of Popular Front of
India have been involved in terrorist and criminal activities in India.
Rakesh Singh
with TDG Network
new delhi

I

n a first-ever largest action, a joint team of the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA), Enforcement
Directorate (ED) and state
police forces have arrested
over 106 Popular Front of
India (PFI) leaders during
raids in 93 locations spreading across 15 states.
The searches were conducted at the residential and
official premises of persons
involved in “funding terrorism, organising training camps and radicalising
people to join proscribed

organisations”.
As per NIA, the accused
were “organizing camps
for imparting training to
commit terrorist acts and
to promote enmity between
different groups on the basis
of religion”.
The raids were conducted
in a coordinated manner in
Telangana, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, UP,
Rajasthan, Delhi, Assam,
MP, Maharashtra, Goa, West
Bengal, Bihar and Manipur.
The searches were conducted at multiple locations
in the largest-ever investigation process till date. The
operation started late in the

night around 1 am and learnt
to be concluded by 5 am involving over 1,500 personnel of state police, Central
Armed Police Forces and
officers of NIA and ED. Of
them, NIA alone had 300
officers.
In the operation, NIA had
seized incriminating materials, including large number of digital devices, sharp
edged weapons, documents,
more than 100 mobile
phones, laptops, Rs 8,31,500
cash and other materials.
Elaborating this, NIA in a
statement said, “The searches were conducted at the
houses and offices of the top
PFI leaders and members in

connection with 5 cases registered by the NIA following continued inputs and
evidence that the PFI leaders
and cadres were involved in
funding of terrorism and terrorist activities, organising
training camps for providing
armed training and radicalising people to join banned
organisations.”
NIA added, “A large number of criminal cases have
been registered by different states over the last few
years against the PFI and
its leaders and members for
their involvement in many
violent acts. Criminal violent acts carried out by PFI
such as chopping off the

New Delhi: The Indian currency
rupee breached the psychologically crucial 80 mark again to touch
another fresh all-time of 80.44
against the US dollar against its
previous day close of 79.97. This
sharp depreciation was because of
the current strength in the US dollar Index. The key policy rate in the
US was raised by 75 basis points
to 3.0-3.25 per cent -- which is the
third consecutive hike of the same
magnitude. The US central bank
seeks to achieve maximum employment and inflation at the rate
of 2 per cent over the long run.

PM Modi
strengthens
cooperative
federalism
New Delhi: With a host CentreState conferences and meetings,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has been in a constant endeavour
to infuse strength to cooperative
federalism in the spirit of Team
India. PM will inaugurate the
National Conference of Environment Ministers of all States
tomorrow via video conferencing.
Prime Minister’s participation in
such national conferences with an
audience of predominantly state’s
policymakers, follows a clear pattern and conscious attempt.
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‘Not to bend’

How the massive
Will never
operation was planned surrender, says PFI

Rs 1,700 crore
deal for BrahMos
missiles

Rupee depreciates
to new low

2

DELHI

meticulous plan

top of the day

New Delhi: The Ministry of Defence (MoD) on Thursday signed a
contract with BrahMos Aerospace
Pvt. Ltd. (BAPL) for the acquisition
of additional dual-role capable
surface-to-surface BrahMos
missiles at an approximate cost
of Rs 1,700 crores under the
“Buy-Indian” category. Induction of
these dual-role capable missiles
is going to significantly enhance
the operational capability of the
Indian Navy (IN) fleet assets, Defence Ministry said in a statement.
It is notable that the BAPL is a joint
venture (JV) between India and
Russia, making a crucial contribution to augment the generation
of the new surface-to-surface
missiles (SSMs).

hand of a college professor, cold blooded killings
of persons associated with
organisations espousing the
other faiths, collection of explosives to target prominent
people and places, support to
Islamic State and destruction
of public property have had a
demonstrative effect of striking terror in the minds of the
citizens.”
Sources said that the
successful crackdown on
Thursday was the result of
a meticulous plan, chalked
out under the leadership of
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on 29 August. The
Home Minister called a

NIA conducted raids at
93 locations in 15 states

Rakesh Singh
New Delhi

Haunting for biggies
NIA conducts raids in Kurnool, Nellore, Kadapa and Guntur of
Andhra Pradesh and in Nizamabad, Telangana, in connection
with the PFI case. The agency is searching the residence of
one Shadulla who is the main accused in this case. ANi
‘ideological post’

It took months of planning
and coordination with multiple states and agencies to
carry out the well-coordinated, wide-scale operation
against the Popular Front of
India (PFI), top government
sources said on Thursday.
To keep the operation undercover as per the directives
from the top, the security officials held meetings or talks
with their counterparts very
discreetly. Such was the secrecy that National Security
Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval
held meetings with Kerala

End conflict in Ukraine,
Rahul Gandhi for
‘one person, one post’ return to negotiating
Gehlot’s U-turn, says
no to two posts

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Thursday emphasised
the “one person, one post”
norm and said he believes
the commitment of party’s
Udaipur declaration would
be maintained in the election
for the party’s topmost post.
Describing the post of Congress president as an “ideological post”, Rahul Gandhi
on Thursday said the position “represents a set of
ideas and belief system and
vision of India”. Answering
a question during a press
conference on the 15th day
of the Bharat Jodo Yatra here,
Gandhi said: “You are taking
on a position. It is a historic
position that defines and has
defined a particular view of
India. It is not just an organ-

New Delhi: It is certain
that Ashok Gehlot will
become the new President of the Congress,
but after the political
developments that took
place in the last 24 hours,
there are fears about him
continuing as the Chief
Minister. There is some
concern. It is now clear
from his statements on
Thursday that he will
leave the post of Chief
Minister.
P2

isational post. The Congress
president is an ideological
post, it is a belief system. My
advice would be whoever becomes the president should
remember that he represents
a set of ideas and a belief system and a vision of India.”
“What we had decided in
P2

table: Jaishankar at UNSC

TDG Network
New York

Noting that the trajectory
of the Ukraine conflict is a
matter of profound concern
for the entire international
community, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on Thursday said the
world has experienced its
consequences in terms of
higher costs and shortages
of foodgrains, fertilizers
and fuel.
Speaking at the UNSC
briefing on Ukraine ‘Fight
against impunity’, the minister said that the need of the
hour is to end the conflict in
Ukraine and return to the
negotiating table. “This
Council is the most powerful symbol of diplomacy. It
must continue to live up to

TDG Network
New Delhi

The PFI on Thursday stated
that it will “never surrender”
and alleged that the agency’s
claims are aimed at “creating
an atmosphere of terror”.
Issuing a statement against
the raids, PFI’s National Executive Council (NEC) said,
“NEC has condemned the national wide raids by the NIA
and ED and the unjust arrests
and the harassments of its
National and state leaders
across India and the witchhunting against the members,
and supporters of the orga-

nization.”
“NIA’s baseless claims and
sensationalism are solely
aimed at creating an atmosphere of terror,” it added.
It said that the Front will
“never ever surrender” on the
action taken by a “totalitarian
regime”. “Popular Front will
never ever surrender on any
scary action by a totalitarian regime using the central
agencies as its puppets and
will stand firm on its will for
recovering the democratic
system and spirit of the constitution of our beloved country,” the statement said.
P2

Gyanvapi case

Call for peace

TDG Network
Ernakulam

Police at a time when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi visited Kochi earlier this month
for the commissioning of the
aircraft carrier INS Vikrant.
With directions from
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, the security team executed the operation with the
NSA taking the charge. After Kerala, the NSA moved to
Mumbai where he stayed at
the Governor’s House in the
city to hold meetings with
security officials there.
The sources said that utmost care was taken to ensure that secrecy was maintained like it was done in the
P2

its purpose,” he said.
Jaishankar recalled Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
remarks concerning the
Ukraine conflict during
his meeting with Russian
President Vladimir Putin
on the sidelines of the SCO
summit.
India, a non-permanent
member of the UNSC along
with other members attended the Thursday meeting. The council was being
represented by foreign ministers at the meeting. This
was the first direct encounter between US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and Ukraine’s
Dmytro Kuleba, who attended the meeting as his
country is the subject of dis
P2

Court notice to Muslim side on
plea for carbon dating of ‘shivling’
Ashish Sinha
VARANASI

The Varanasi district court on Thursday
issued a notice to the Anjuman Intezamia
Masjid Committee after Hindu plaintiffs
sought carbon dating of a shivling in the
Gyanvapi mosque complex.
The Anjuman Intezamia Masjid Commit-

tee has to file their response by 29 September.
This development comes after a Varanasi
court earlier this month on 12 September
dismissed a plea of the Anjuman Islamia
Masjid committee challenging the maintainability of the suit filed by five Hindu
women seeking worshipping rights in the
Gyanvapi mosque compound.
P2

bridging gaps

RSS chief meets Muslim intellectuals,
interacts with Madrasa students
TDG Network
New Delhi

Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) Chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Thursday met
with many Muslim intellectuals, including Chief Imam, Dr.
Imam Umer Ahmed Ilyasi.
As per sources close to the

RSS, issues like the Hijab
controversy, Gyanvapi, and
the maintenance of peace and
harmony among religions
were discussed in the meeting. Other than Bhagwat, senior RSS members including
Dr Krishna Gopal, Indresh
Kumar, Ramlal and Karish
Kumar also participated in

today’s meeting.
According to Sunil Ambekar, the RSS’s Akhil Bharatiya
Prachar Pramukh, the meeting was part of the “Samvad”
process. “RSS Sarsanghachalak meets people from all
walks of life. It’s part of a continuous general “Samvad”
P2
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Strong message

‘Stay patient’

India to China at UNSC: politics should
not prevent sanctioning of terrorists
TDG Network
New York

E

xternal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
on Thursday took a
veiled dig at China over its
putting on hold blacklisting of a JeM terrorist and
said some countries have
facilitated impunity “when
it comes to sanctioning
some of the world’s most
dreaded terrorists.”
Speaking at the UNSC
briefing on Ukraine ‘Fight

against impunity’, the
minister said politics
should never ever provide
cover to evade accountability. “Nor indeed to facilitate impunity. Regrettably, we have seen this of
late in this very chamber,
when it comes to sanctioning some of the world’s
most dreaded terrorists.”
“If egregious attacks committed in broad daylight
are left unpunished, this
Council must reflect on the
signals we are sending on

impunity. There must be
consistency if we are to ensure credibility,” he added.
China had earlier this
month put on hold a proposal moved at the United
Nations by the US and
co-supported by India to
designate Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) terrorist Sajid Mir,
one of India’s most wanted
terrorists and the main
handler of 2008 Mumbai
attack, as a global terrorist.
Beijing has repeatedly puts
on hold on listings to black-

list Pakistan-based terrorists under the sanctions
committee of the UN Security Council. It is the third
time in recent months that
China has blocked an IndiaUS proposal. Earlier, Abdul
Rehman Makki, a leader
of the LeT and Jamaat-udDawa ( JuD), and Abdul
Rauf Azhar, the brother of
Jaish-e Mohammed (JEM)
founder Masood Azhar,
were given “protection” by
Beijing in the sanctions
committee.

in uttar pradesh

Viral video of naked minor girl: Probe finds no assault
TDG Network
Moradabad

After a video went viral of
a minor girl walking naked in the streets, Moradabad police investigated
and found that she was not

sexually assaulted and said
that accused man has been
sent to judicial custody.
In a video that went viral on
social media a minor girl was
seen walking naked in Moradabad, A case was registered
on the complaint of the girl’s

uncle in which he alleged that
5 boys sexually assaulted the
girl on 1 September in a fair
in the Village. The complaint
also alleged that girl’s parents
were mentally challenged.
On the victim’s uncle’s complaint on 6th September,

accused Naushe Ali was
sent to judicial custody.
On further investigation, police found out that girl was
mentally challenged. Under
Crpc 164 and 161, the victim
and her Family’s statements
were recorded.

bridging gaps

RSS chief meets Muslim intellectuals,
interacts with Madrasa students
process,”
Ambekar said.
The hijab controversy began in
a Karnataka college and is
currently being heard in the
Supreme Court.It also came
up in the findings of intelligence agencies that PFI was
behind triggering the controversy.
After the controversy
erupted regarding Gyanvapi,
the RSS Chief met with Muslim intellectuals and academicians.
Earlier on Tuesday, RSS
Chief Mohan Bhagwat met
with many Muslim intellectuals and discussed recent

controversies and ways to
strengthen religious inclusivity in the country.
According to RSS sources,
the meeting was held to
spread Sangh ideas and promote the theme of religious
inclusivity. Recent incidents
like the Gyanvapi controversy, the Hijab controversy,
and population control were
discussed in the meeting.
The meeting was attended
by many intellectuals like
former Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) S.Y. Qureshi,
former Delhi Lieutenant
Governor (LG) Najeeb Jung,
former Chancellor of Aligarh
Muslim University (AMU),

meticulous plan

How the massive
operation was planned
time when article 370 that granted special status to Jammu and Kashmir was abrogated.
Sources said the planning to act against the PFI,
which was allegedly involved in various anti-national activities, was on for the last three to four months and
it was developed in a way that the action across the 11 states
was coordinated and executed round the same time to prevent
PFI cadres to get alarmed and flee.
On the D-Day, midnight operations were launched by investigation agencies and police forces in 11 states where so far
over 105 PFI cadres have been arrested. Sources said more
operations would be required to nab more PFI activists in
view of the inputs coming from the arrested activists.

Bhagwat ‘Father of Nation’,
says Umar Ilyasi

NEW DELHI: All India Muslim Imam organization Chief
Umar Ilyasi said, “Mohan Bhagwat is the father of the
nation and the head of the largest social organization.
The chief talked to the children about what is taught
inside the madrasa”. Bhagwat told the children that they
are the future of the country and so they should focus on
their studies and work for the nation.
While talking to the press, Madarsa director Mahmudul
Hasan said, “The chief stayed inside the madrasa for
about an hour and met the teacher and the children.”
Lieutenant General Zameer
Uddin Shah, former MP Shahid Siddiqui and businessman Saeed Shervani.
After visiting a mosque
at Kasturba Gandhi Marg,

‘Not to bend’

Will never
surrender,
says PFI

Meanwhile, the
PFI and SDPI
workers staged
a protest in Karnataka’s Mangaluru against
the raids, following which
they were detained by the
state police. PFI workers sat
on the road in protest against
the NIA raid at the party office in Chennai.

‘ideological post’

Rahul Gandhi for ‘one
person, one post’

Udaipur.
His opposition faction said that he
‘O n e p e r would leave the post after winning the
son, one post’ is
election for Congress President. Sources said
a commitment of
earlier Gehlot will resign only after presenting
the populist budget in February. But as there is a
Congress and I exsudden turn, it is likely to be clear after he files nomination.
pect that commitment will be
The moot question here is, what will happen to Rajasthan
maintained (on party’s presipolitics? Who will replace Gehlot? It is clear that whoever
dential post),” he added.
will be the Chief Minister of Rajasthan, he would be Gehlot’s
The Congress had decided
choice. Three names in discussion are CP Joshi, Bidi Kalla,
and Shanti Dhariwal. However, the final decision will be
on a set of organisational
taken by the Gandhi family only.
reforms during the Udaipur
Gehlot on Wednesday hinted that he would continue
Chintan Shivir held earlier
in both the posts of party President and Rajasthan CM.
this year. The declaration
However, on Thursday he took a U-turn saying that as the
party president one has to take care of the whole country
said that the principle of
and that’s why he will not be able to do justice to another
“one person, one post” should
responsibility. Ajit Maindola
be followed.
Rahul Gandhi is not likely “We are fighting a machine (Thursday) as there is a
to run for the presidential that has captured the insti- halt in Bharat Jodo Yatra
poll scheduled to be held on tutional framework of this on Friday. On 24 September,
October 17. The results will country and has unlimited Priyanka Gandhi and Rabe announced on 19 October. money, unlimited ability to hul Gandhi will rejoin the
Taking a veiled jibe pressurise, buy and threaten Bharat Jodo Yatra,” a source
said.
at the Bharatiya Janata people,” he said.
The nomination process
Sources said Rahul GanParty, Gandhi today said
that Congress is fighting dhi will now come back to for the post of Congress
a “machine” that has “cap- Delhi on Thursday night. president will begin on Septured the institutional “Rahul Gandhi will be com- tember 24 and conclude on
framework” of the country. ing back to Delhi tonight September 30.

RSS chief went to the Azad
Market Madrasa Tajweedul
Quran in Old Delhi and interacted with the children and
also had a piece of advice for
them.

PFI’s actions not in interest of Islam:
says Muslim students’ organization
TDG Network
New Delhi

The nationwide crackdown
and arrest of 106 Popular
Front of India (PFI) members
by National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Thursday
created reaction from Muslim bodies. Muslim Students’
Organization of India appealed to Muslim youth to
stay patient.
“Muslim youth should be
patient on the action taken
on PFI. Appeal of Muslim
organizations Tanzeem
Ulema-e-Islam, Kul Hind
Markazi Imam Council and

MSO have said in their statement that if this action has
been taken for compliance of
law and prevention of terrorism, then everyone should be
patient on it,” tweeted Muslim Students’ Organization
(MSO) of India. It said the
charges of murder, violence
and possession of weapons
against those arrested were
serious.
“However, these allegations
have to be proved in court.
All the organizations said
that for the last several days
there are continuous reports
of anti-national activities of
PFI,” said MSO of India.

Keeping allegations of
brainwashing the youth
with Salafi Wahhabi ideology against PFI, MSO Of India said Muslims should help
the country in its pursuit of
stability and peace. It said the
Muslims of the country PFI
and organisations of Salafi
Wahhabi ideology are basically brainwashing the youth
which is not in the favour of
Islam, country and humanity.
“PFI and such Salafi Wahhabi organizations want to
trick them against the basic
ideology of Sufi majority
population of the country,”
it said.

nationwide operation

15 states, 93 locations, 106
arrests: Largest-ever
NIA-ED crackdown on PFI
meeting on the day to take stock
of the PFI and its activities. The
meeting was attended by the National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
along with RAW, IB and NIA chiefs.
Shah instructed the agencies to prepare
dossiers relating to PFI. They were asked to
detail the crimes being committed by the PFI
cadres across the country.
It was also planned that the crackdown
would be across the country and in a coordinated manner without giving much scope of
escape to the PFI members. ED was asked to
prepare details of the financial transactions
and funding of PFI across India.
In recent time, the growth of PFI has been
phenomenal, admit intelligence agencies,
saying it successfully exploited a growing
vacuum in the community by donning the
role of a saviour. The successful portrayal of
the image helps PFI to mobilise funds, especially from the rich middle-eastern countries.
The PFI had its headquarters in Kozhikode
earlier, but after broadening of its base, it was
shifted to Delhi. PFI’s state president Nasaruddin Elamarom is one of the founding
leaders of the outfit. Its all-India president E
Abubaker also hails from Kerala.

NIA arrests 45 of 106 people in 5 cases
Hyderabad: 5 arrest. Four arrested
from Andhra Pradesh and one from
Telangana. Abdul Rahim, Abdul Wahid
Ali, Abdul Waris, Riyaz Ahmad.
Delhi: 19 arrests. Eight from Kerala, 7
from Karnataka, three from Tamil Nadu,
and one from UP. OMA Salam arrested.
Delhi: 2 arrest from Rajasthan.
Delhi: 8 arrest from Tamil Nadu.
Kochi: 11 arrest from Kerala. Najumuddin, Sainuddin, Yahiya Koya Thumabl, K.
Mod Ali, CT Suleman, PK. Usman, Sadik
Ahmed, Shihas, P Ansari, MM Mujib,
Karamana Asraf Molvi.
The PFI was launched in Kerala in 2006
after merging three Muslim organizations
floated after the Babri Masjid demolition in
1992 - the National Development Front of
Kerala, Karnataka Forum for Dignity and
Manitha Neethi Pasari of Tamil Nadu. After
the demolition of the Babri mosque, many
fringe outfits had surfaced in south India and
PFI was formed after merging some of them.

Gyanvapi case

Court notice to Muslim side on plea for
carbon dating of ‘shivling’
Advocate
Vishnu
Sh a n k a r Ja i n ,
representing the
Hindu side in
the Gyanvapi mosque case,
said they had filed an application to demand carbon
dating.
The worshippers, on the
basis of the facts mentioned
in the Sanatana Scriptures
and history books, assert
that the article discovered
on May 16 during the survey of Advocate Commissioner is Shivalingam, the
plea said.
The plea further said that
the worshippers have the
right to Darshan and Pooja
of the Shivlingam in the ex-

ercise of the powers under
Article 25 of the Constitution and their right to religion should not be impeded
on whimsical grounds/allegation raised by Muslims/
defendant that the discovered article is a fountain
and not a Shivlingam.
The plaintiffs sincerely
feel that they have a right
to establish that Shivlingam found/discovered on
16 May is ancient and they,
along with crores of devotees, are entitled to worship
and perform rituals of Shivlingam at the very same
place. Therefore, it is necessary that a proper scientific
investigation be conducted
under the authority of ASI

to determine the nature, age,
and other allied matters relating to or connected with
the aforesaid Shivalingam.
For proper adjudication of
the case, it is necessary that
a scientific investigation be
conducted regarding the
length, width, height, age,
make up, and constituents
of the Shivalingam. The
plea said all these facts can
come before the Hon’ble
Court only through a scientific investigation in regard
to Shivalingam by carbon
dating or by any other scientific method conducted
by ASI.
The plea further said that
carbon dating is a radiometric dating technique

that uses the decay of carbon-14 to determine the age
of organic materials like
wood, leather, etc. as old as
58,000–62,000 years.
According to the petition,
ASI performs carbon dating/scientific processes on
an antiquity, structure, or
any article to determine its
age and other information
for determining the nature
of the article/antiquity/motifs/structure.
The plea added that ASI
has a mechanism to find
out the age, composition,
nature, and other relevant
things relating to any monument, relic, artefact, etc.,
howsoever ancient it may
be.

Call for peace

End conflict in Ukraine, return to negotiating
table: Jaishankar at UNSC
cussion.
“The trajectory of the
Ukraine conflict is a matter
of profound concern for the
entire international community. The
outlook appears truly disturbing. In
a globalized world, its impact is being
felt even in distant regions. We have
all experienced its consequences in
terms of higher costs and actual shortages of food grains, fertilizers and fuel.
The global south, especially, is feeling
the pain acutely. We must not initiate
measures that further complicate the
global economy,” Jaishankar said.
“That is why India is strongly reiterating the need for an immediate cessation of all hostilities and a return to

dialogue and diplomacy. Clearly, as Jaishankar said the fight against impuPrime Minister Narendra Modi has nity is critical to the larger pursuit of
emphasized, this cannot be an era of securing peace and justice.
“The Security Council must send an
war,” he added.
Referring to the specific topic before unambiguous and unequivocal mesthe Council, Jaishankar emphasized sage on this count. Politics should
that even in conflict situations, there never ever provide cover to evade
can be no justification for violation of accountability. Nor indeed to facilitate impunity. Regrettably, we have
human rights or of international law.
“Where any such acts occur, it is im- seen this of late in this very Chamber,
perative that they are investigated in when it comes to sanctioning some of
an objective and independent manner. the world’s most dreaded terrorists.
This was the position that we took with “If egregious attacks committed in
regard to the killings in Bucha. This is broad daylight are left unpunished,
the position even today. The Council this Council must reflect on the signals
will also recall that we had then sup- we are sending on impunity. There
ported calls for an independent inves- must be consistency if we are to ensure
tigation into that incident,” he said. credibility,” he said.

on the radar

RAHIL NORA CHOPRA

Third candidate
in sight

The race for the top
Congress position heats
up between Ashok Gehlot
and Shashi Tharoor
taking prominent moves
before the nomination
begins on 23 September.
Another name cropped up
in the fray is 75-year-old
Digvijaya Singh to contest
the Congress presidential
polls which will be held
on 17 October. Interestingly, Singh’s name has
emerged on the lines just
after he suggested that he
would join Rajasthan CM
Ashok Gehlot and Shashi
Tharoor as a candidate for
the Congress presidential
elections. While speaking
to media persons, Digvijaya Singh said, “Everyone
has the right to contest...
You will know the answer
on the evening of 30th
(last day of nominations).”

Power of yatras

Seeing the success of
Bharat Jodo Yatra in
Southern India, NCP
Chief Sharad Pawar
acknowledged that big
padyatras or foot marches
like ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’
have a political impact
and people welcome with
sincere intent. However,
Pawar recalled “When
Chandrashekhar (former
Prime Minister) had taken
out a similar padayatra it
had received a tremendous response. I had also
taken out a march from
Jalgaon to Nagpur (in
1980) for farmers”. On
the other hand Sharad
Pawar asserted that West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee is ready to
conclude her differences
with the Congress in the
national interests, and
come together to form
an alliance of opposition
parties ahead of the 2024
general elections.

Beyond
‘kheech-taan’

With 2022 Himachal
Pradesh assembly elections knocking at the
door, the Congress is facing infighting in the state
unit. Ram Lal Thakur,
MLA from Naina Devi,
refused to withdraw his
resignation from the post
of party vice-president,
annoyed with an appointment in his constituency
without his approval and
consultation. While Himachal Pradesh Congress
president Pratibha Singh
has blamed kheech-taan
or infighting within the
Congress as the reasons
for massive defeat in
the previous Assembly
election, however, it has
been addressed to great
extent now. Presently, the
Congress has a number
of influential leaders at
its disposal spreading
across the state--Mukesh
Agnihotri in Una district,
Sukhwinder Sukhu in
Hamirpur, Asha Kumari
in Dalhousie, Dhani Ram
Shandil in Solan, and Kaul
Singh Thakur in parts of
Mandi district. However,
none of the leaders is as
popular or acknowledged
as Virbhadra singh, as it is
quite evident that the kind
of state-wide popularity
he had enjoyed. The void
following his death gave
rise to tussle within the
state unit who should be
the party’s main face in
the state.
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top of the day
LG directs
inquiry into
‘ghost’ guest
teachers in
Delhi schools
NEW DELHI: Delhi Lieutenant Governor VK Saxena directed an internal
inquiry into the irregularities in the engagement of
guest teachers in Delhi
government schools and
embezzlement of funds
by paying salaries to
non-existent or “ghost”
guest teachers’, said the
officials on Thursday. “LG
Secretariat has asked the
Chief Secretary to advise
the Director (Education)
to immediately verify the
engagement, physical
attendance, and drawl of
salaries of all AAP Government guest teachers
employed in Delhi government schools,” the LG
office said in a statement.

Delhi HC asks
Google to file
response over
Winzo suit
NEW DELHI: The Delhi
High Court on Thursday
sought a response from
Google on social gaming
platform WinZO’s suit
challenging Google’s
recent Play Store policy
(Play Store-Pilot for DFS
and Rummy) for the
selective inclusion of
only Daily Fantasy Sports
(DFS) and Rummy on the
Google Play Store, allegedly leaving out a large
segment of skill gaming platforms and indie
developers. The bench of
Justice Prathiba M Singh
on Thursday sought a
response from Google on
the suit. The matter will
be heard next in November.

Mizoram CM
meets Amit
Shah
NEW DELHI: The Chief
Minister of Mizoram,
Zoramthanga, met Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday evening at the latter’s office
here. During the meeting
with Shah, various important issues, including
the state of Myanmar
refugees in Mizoram,
were discussed, the
chief minister’s office
tweeted. “Chief Minister @ZoramthangaCM
met with Union Home
Minister @AmitShah this
evening at the latter’s
office.” They discussed
various important issues,
including the state of
Myanmar refugees in
Mizoram,” said the
tweet.

Delhi police
busts
international
drug syndicate,
2 arrested
NEW DELHI: A team of
Special Cells, Southern
Range Delhi police busted
an international narcotics
drug syndicate by arresting two key members
recently, police said. A
Special Cell team apprehended accused Abhishek
Raja (26 years old) and
Nizamuddin (34 years old)
in Darbhanga, Bihar. 20
kg of narcotic drugs, i.e.,
10 kg of heroin and 10 kg
of opium, were recovered
from the arrested duo.
The international value of
recovered contraband is
Rs 60 crore.
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India has growing support SC reserves petitions
for UNSC permanent
on karnataka hijab ban
membership: Jaishankar
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

TDG NETWORK
NEW YORK

E

xternal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on
Wednesday stated
that there is greater support for India’s case to be a
permanent member of the
UN Security Council and
that there is a broad global
consensus over the need to
reform the Council. “I do believe that each passing year,
I sense in the world that
there is greater and greater
support for India to be there
(UNSC).” The Minister said
that a reform, particularly as
it does not reflect the realities of the world, is needed,
asserting that an expanded

Council is not only in India’s
favour but also in favour of
other unrepresented areas.
“Within a few years, India
will be the third largest economy in the world. It will be
the most populous society
and not to have such a country in the council-it’s obvious
it’s not good for us, but I also
think it’s good for the global
council,” Jaishankar said
while speaking at Columbia
University, New York.
Earlier, he also said that
it is in the mutual interest
of India and China to find a
way to accommodate each
other as the “Rise of Asia” is
contingent on the economies
of the two countries getting
along well.

“The biggest thing we have
seen in the world is the rise
of China. It has risen in a
dramatic manner. It’s in mutual interest to accommodate
each other because the rise
of Asia is contingent on the
three biggest economies getting along with each other,”
said Jaishankar at an event at
Columbia University.
Over the last three days,
Jaishankar has met with
envoys and heads of states
from around the world on
the sidelines of the annual
United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) and has
had more than 50 official
engagements in total. The
highlights of Jaishankar’s
meetings, particularly with

developing countries from
Asia, Africa, Latin America,
the Caribbean, and the Small
Islands, are sharply focused
on the reform of the UN Security Council.
“We do command the confidence and trust of a very
large part of the world. I
don’t want to compare it to
the current permanent five
(P5), but I believe many
countries believe we speak
for them with empathy and
accuracy,” Jaishankar added.
Jaishankar will address
world leaders at the General Assembly on Saturday,
after which he will leave for
Washington and a meeting
with US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken.

advancements

India on cusp of infra revolution:
Indian Army’s Engineer-in-chief
TDG NETWORK
PANAJI

Pointing out that now the
Army was also using highenergy technology to construct its buildings for operational usage, the topmost
engineering officer of the
Indian Army on Wednesday said the country was on
the cusp of an infrastructure
revolution in view of the developments in the sector.
Speaking at a conclave
in Goa, the Indian Army’s
Engineer in Chief, Lt. Gen.
Harpal Singh, said, “The
Military Engineering Services, an infrastructure arm
of the Corps of Engineers
of the Indian Army, is taking up niche technologies to
bring in faster and quality
construction all around.”
“India’s first 3D concrete
printed permanent married
accommodation for soldiers
was constructed by co-opting a start-up by the Military Engineering Service in a
matter of three weeks. More
such efforts are on the anvil,”
he said.
Citing the Gati Shakti National Master Plan in Oct
2021 launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,

Lt. Gen. Harpal Singh

he said with schemes like
multimodal connectivity,
the country was heralding a
new chapter in governance.
“This initiative brought
in 16 Ministries, including
Railways and Highways, on
a single digital platform for
integrated planning and coordinated implementation
of infrastructure connectivity projects,” the officer said.
He stated that the initiative will incorporate the
infrastructure schemes of
various ministries and state
governments like Bharatmala, Sagarmala, inland water
transport, dry/land ports,
UDAN, etc.
“Therefore, we can see that

satyendra jain case

we are already on the cusp of
an infra revolution,” he said.
Speaking on the issue of
waste management, Singh
said this is one of the key
problems of modern society
due to the ever-expanding
volume and complexity of
domestic and industrial
waste and their implications
on health and the environment.
“Some of the new initiatives in this sector are waste
level sensors and AI-based
robotic recycling methodologies, as well as solar-powered trash compactors, etc.
We can also look at wasterecycled concrete, road making with waste plastics, etc.,

as well as plasma gasification
approaches,” he said.
He stated that plastic pollution was a serious issue that
everyone could relate to,
and that our civil engineers
were working to find solutions. One such idea is to use
plastic waste in road making.
India has begun testing this
idea when they build plastic
roads.
He said, however, there
are concerns regarding
micro plastics and the fact
that they will leach into the
soil and pollute it, harming
the ecosystems. With better
application and integration, though, this concept
could be a big-time gamechanger.
He said, similarly, the use
of photovoltaic glazing on
roofs, windows, and other
building materials can
help replace traditional
glass material usage, and
become beneficial for civil
engineers as they can invest in and implement more
sustainable construction
materials into their overall
plans. Enhanced conversion of plastics into fuels by
using pyrolysis processes
will be a great step forward,
he said.

The Supreme Court on
Thursday reserved its order
on various petitions challenging the Karnataka High
Court’s upholding of a ban
on Hijab in educational institutes. A bench of justices
Hemant Gupta and Sudhanshu Dhulia reserved its
judgement after the parties
appearing from both sides
concluded their arguments.
The arguments in the matter
that continued for 10 days involved 21 lawyers from the
petitioner’s side, and Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
Additional Solicitor General

KM Nataraj, and Karnataka
Advocate General Prabhuling Navadgi argued for the
respondents.
The court was hearing
several pleas against the
Karnataka HC’s judgment
upholding the state government’s decision to direct
educational institutes to
prescribe uniforms in educational institutes.
Addressing the court, Senior Advocate Dushyant
Dave, in his rejoinder submission, said that the Karnataka Government Circular
which enforced a dress code
has no reference to the Popular Front of India. Senior Advocate Dave was represent-

ing the petitioner.
Countering the submission of the respondent, the
petitioner’s lawyer, Senior
Advocate Salman Khurshid,
said that the respondent’s
arguments mentioned the
examples of France and Turkey. Khurshid further said
that anything that expresses
religious belief is not allowed
to be displayed in public, including a cross.
Various petitioners have
approached the apex court
challenging the Karnataka
HC order upholding the Karnataka government’s order
which directs strict enforcement of schools and colleges’
uniform rules.

centre to delhi hc

Rohingyas’ link with Pak terror
group serious threat to India
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Central Government
has informed the Delhi High
Court that there is contemporaneous data from security
agencies’ inputs and other
authentic material indicating
linkages of some of the unauthorized Rohingya migrants
with Pakistan-based terror
organisations and similar
organizations operating in
other countries.
Over and above the serious
security concerns already in
existence, the more disturb-

ing part is that there is an
organized influx of illegal
migrants from Myanmar
through agents and touts
facilitating illegal Rohingya
migrants into India via Benapole-Haridaspur (West Bengal), Hilli (West Bengal), and
Sonamora (Tripura), Kolkata, and Guwahati. This situation is seriously harming the
country’s national security,
stated the affidavit filed by
the Centre Government in
the Delhi High Court. The
illegal influx of Rohingyas
in significant numbers has
started into the territory of

India since 2012-2013, stated
the affidavit.
It is also submitted that
due to an already existing
large influx of illegal immigrants from the neighboring
countries, the demographic
profile of some of the bordering states has already
undergone a serious change,
which is already causing
far-reaching complications
in various contexts, is taking its toll, and has a direct
detrimental effect on the
fundamental and basic human rights of the country’s
own citizens.

new tenure

AIIMS Delhi’s new director
to be announced soon
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

With the tenure of the sitting Director of All India
Institute of Medical Sciences Delhi Dr. Randeep
Guleria coming to an end
on September 23, the announcement of his successor is expected anytime
soon, as per the sources on
Thursday. The frontrunner
in the race for the post is Dr
M Srinivas, who is currently
the Dean of Employees State
Insurance Company (ESIC)
Hospital and Medical College in Hyderabad.

However, the other name
that is under consideration
is Dr. Sanjay Behari, who
is the Director of the Sree
Chitra Tirunal Institute for
Medical Sciences and Technology, Trivandrum. His
name has been sent to the
Appointments Committee
of the Cabinet (ACC) for approval.
Earlier in March, the
names of three doctors
were released, including
Dr Pramod Garg, professor in the gastroenterology
department, Dr Nikhil Tandon, head of the department
of endocrinology, Dr Rajesh

Malhotra, chief of the AIIMS Trauma Centre.
Dr Rajesh Malhotra is also
the head of the department
of orthopaedics, which was
chosen by the AIIMS search
committee. His name was
sent to the ACC, which is
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. But later,
ACC sorted out a few more
names for the post.
Dr. Randeep Guleria’s tenure as Director of AIIMS
Delhi was extended twice.
His second extension will
end on September 23. He
joined as the director on
March 28, 2017.

scathing attack

court reserves order Congress accuses BJP of failing at multiple fronts
on ed plea seeking
transfer of case
Abhinandan Mishra
New Delhi

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Principal District and
Sessions Court of Rouse Avenue Courts on Thursday
reserved the order on the
Enforcement Directorate
petition seeking the transfer
of a money laundering case
related to Delhi Minister Satyendar Jain.
The Principal District and
Sessions Judge, Vinay Kumar Gupta, reserved the order after the conclusion of
lengthy arguments made by
both sides. The Enforcement
Directorate had sought the
transfer of the case to another judge. Earlier, the matter
was heard by Special Judge
Geetanjali Goel.
On Tuesday, the Supreme
Court had directed Rouse
Avenue Court to consider on
Thursday a plea by the Enforcement Directorate seeking

the transfer of Delhi Minister
Satyendar Jain’s bail hearing.
During the arguments of
ED, ASG SV Raju submitted
that there was an attempt to
seek medical bail by using
false medical reports. The
court didn’t take any action.
As a Minister, he has also been
in charge of the Delhi prisons
and has the ability to wield
power, money, and influence.
“Jain was also the jail minister, He spent most of the time
in the hospital during judicial
custody, and the medical report was given as a fake. We
gave all the documents to the
court, but nothing happened,”
ASG Raju added.
Appearing for Satyendar
Jain, Senior Advocate Kapil
Sibal submitted that he was
shifted to LNJP Hospital as per
the jail manual and no violation was held. When the same
judge granted remand to Satyendar Jain, then it was fine.

While much of the Congress’s focus is on the
“Bharat-Jodo” yatra that is
right now moving through
Kerala and the upcoming
polls for the party president,
it has continued its political
attack on the BJP in Delhi.
Congress Member of Parliament and national spokesperson, Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, has accused the BJP
of failing on multiple fronts,
including controlling inflation, not sharing the truth
regarding Chinese troops
occupying Indian territories,
and failing to control crime.
Singhvi, while addressing
a press conference at the All
India Congress Committee
(AICC) headquarters, quoted
public statements and official records to put across his
points while claiming that
the BJP was using the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
to silence the opposition and
divert the attention of the
masses from these “failures”.

“The government kept the
citizens in the dark for almost two and a half years on
the situation across the LAC
in Ladakh. The village head
of one of the last settlements
along the LAC in Ladakh’s
Chushul has said that in the
past year at least three large
grazing areas near the village have been turned into
“no man’s land” or “buffer
zones” after Indian troops
pulled back from patrolling
points in Kugrang Valley that
includes patrolling points
(PP) 15, 16 and 17.He has
confessed that graziers have
lost access to around 41 km
of the Kugrang Valley. Today
itself, the Navy Chief Admiral R Hari Kumar stated that
China is still a “formidable
challenge” at the border and
that evolving terrorism is
a major security threat for
the country. He further said
China has kept on increasing its presence not just on
land but also on maritime
borders,” Singhvi said.
Quoting public records,
Singhvi stated that the

country was facing multiple
challenges on the economic
front, with food prices in the
current week rising by 40%50%.
“The tomato prices that
hovered between Rs 30-40 a
kilogram a week ago in Uttar
Pradesh have now risen to Rs
80 per kilogram. While capsicum is being sold at Rs 80
per kilogram, brinjal is being
sold at Rs 40 per kilogram,
onion is being sold at Rs 25
per kilogram and cauliflower
price ranges between Rs 4050 per kilogram. A common
situation is being seen simultaneously in several other
Indian cities as well. The
Indian economy is undergoing a double whammy as
retail inflation accelerated to
7% in August driven by high
food and fuel costs, while
factory output plunged to
a four-month low of 2.4%.
CPI inflation climbed to 7%
from 6.71% in July and 5.3%
in August 2021. A 6-7 million
tonnes shortfall in rice production due to a fall in paddy
sowing area is likely to keep

rice prices at elevated levels,
adding to the inflationary
pressure that the slowing
economy is already grappling with,” he claimed.
“According to data released
today by the Reserve Bank
of India, India’s foreign exchange reserves fell by $2.23
billion to $550.87 billion for
the week ending Sep 9. A few
days back it had emerged
that every one in six MSME
loan accounts under the
much touted pandemic relief
package has turned NPA. In
an indication of the continuing distress in the Micro
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector, one
in every six loans disbursed
under the Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme
(ECLG Scheme) launched
as part of the Covid-19 relief
package in May 2020 has
turned bad in just 27 months,
“ Singhvi said while sharing
official data.
Quoting the data released
by the National Crime Record Bureau, Singhvi said
that of the six million crimes

that police in India recorded
between 1 January and 31
December last year, 428278
cases involved crimes against
women, a rise of 26.35% over
six years—from 338,954 cases in 2016,
According to Singhvi,
the government was using
the ED to divert attention
from its failures on multiple
fronts. “Since 2014, there has
been a four-fold jump in ED
cases against politicians, out
of which 95% are from opposition parties. 121 prominent politicians have been
under ED probe since that
year, of whom the agency
booked, raided, questioned
or arrested as many as 115
opposition leaders — 95
per cent, and that, too, with
a staff strength that is less
than one-third of the CBI.
This is in sharp contrast to
the agency’s case-book in the
UPA regime (2004 to 2014) –
only 26 political leaders in all
were probed by the agency.
These included 14 from the
Opposition (54 per cent),”
stated Singhvi.

4

nation

t h e da ily gua r dia n r eview
fr iday | 2 3 se p t e m b e r 2 0 2 2
new de l h i
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through virtual medium

Ban of J&J baby powder,
and a history of violations
TDG Network
New Delhi

A

long-drawn court
battle is awaited
between Johnson
& Johnson and the Maharashtra government over
the cancelation of license of
the company’s popular baby
powder brands.
The Maharashtra FDA had
banned the selling of Johnson & Johnson baby powder
brand last week.
The action was taken after the samples of the company’s powder failed to pass
the quality check in the latest laboratory test and did
not meet the set standards.
The powder has a pH value
higher than the permitted
limit and may harm the skin
of newborns. This has led to
the cancellation of the company’s license and suspension of the manufacturing
and sale of the product in
the state.
As per reports, the FDA
obtained two Johnson &
Johnson baby powder sam-

TIMELINE
J&J memo admits link between talc
1975 Internal
use and cancer
study finds women using talc have a
1982 Cramer
92% increased risk of ovarian cancer
Louis Jury finds J&J liable for more than
2018 St.
$4.6 Billion to consumers
and NYT reveal J&J was aware of
2018 Reuters
harmful effects for decades
recalls over 30,000 bottles of baby powder
2019 J&J
after FDA discovered asbestos
announces they will no longer sell talc
2020 J&J
powder in North America
continues talc based powders from global
2022 J&J
inventory
Sept

2022

Maharashtra FDA revokes J&J’s license to
produce baby powder

ples from Pune and Nashik.
The results revealed that the
samples did not meet the
IS5339:2004 specifications
for pH in skin powder for
infants. J&J previously stated that they would transition
to cornstarch-based baby
powder in 2023 and that

WHAT IS ASBESTOS?
Talc is associated closely with asbestos in the ground
Name for a few different minerals that are mined for commercial applications
It is a known carcinogen and is not illegal in the US
Studies first began to find risks about asbestos in the
1970s
Asbestos can cause lung cancer and other problems
Samples of J&J baby powder contained potential asbestos contamination

they would stop selling talcbased baby powder globally.
The FDA has now issued a
notice to Johnson & Johnson
and ordered the company to
recall all the stocks of failed
samples from the market.
However, the firm has challenged the sample report in
court.
Amid the contention, a
major point of worry has
emerged for the chemists,
who have already bought
major stocks of J&J baby
powder as it is highly popular in the Indian market. Rajiv Singhal, General Secretary, AIOCD, said, “We have
asked the company what we
should do with the available stock on the shelves in
chemist’s shops because we
are not able to sell the goods.
We await a response from

J&J’s STANCE WORLDWIDE
2019 J&J recalls 30K bottles of baby powder
2019 J&J stands by product despite lawsuits
2020 J&J discontinues talc in North America
blames ‘consumer patterns’ for discon2020 J&J
tinuation
2021 J&J transfers all liabilities to new company
J&J Co. Ltd Management LLC files for
2021 New
bankruptcy
the company. “
The All India Organization
of Chemists and Druggists
(AIOCD) has demanded
clarity from J&J on the existing stock of baby powder in the chemist shops of
Maharashtra as the FDA
has ordered the company to
withdraw the product from
the market.
In the past, several lawsuits have been filed against
J&J by women, claiming that
the product caused them to
have ovarian cancer because
of the contamination of a
popular carcinogen called
asbestos.
The talc itself is not cancerous. It is the softest known
mineral and is mined from
underground deposits. It is
used in a variety of personal
care and cosmetic products,
like baby powder, eye shadow, lipsticks, etc. In its fine
form, it absorbs moisture
and prevents rashes.
Another naturally occur-

ring silicate mineral called
asbestos can also be found
near the talc deposits. There
can be a possibility of talc
contamination with asbestos. Asbestos is known for
causing lung cancer, ovarian cancer, and other health
conditions. This makes the
talcum powder potentially
able to cause cancer.
When asbestos-contaminated talc is applied to the
skin of the genitals or on
sanitary pads, it can cause
ovarian cancer. Pediatricians
often advise parents to not
use talcum powder on babies
because it can cause choking
infections and respiratory
illnesses, if inhaled.
For many years, questions
have been raised on the
safety of J&J powder, but the
company has maintained
its claim that the product is
safe. However, the company
made a statement on 11 August that it will now make
starch-based baby powders.

PM Modi reviews
reconstruction works in
Badrinath, Kedarnath
TDG Network
New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday reviewed
the ongoing reconstruction
works in Badrinath and Kedarnath through a virtual
medium. Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami participated in the virtual meeting from the Secretariat.
Prime Minister Modi inquired about the progress of
the reconstruction works of
Badrinath and Kedarnath.
“In the coming time, the
number of devotees in Shri
Kedarnath and Shri Badrinath would increase rapidly. The places near Shri
Kedarnath will also have to
be developed from the point
of view of spiritual tourism,”
said PM Modi.
He also highlighted that efforts will have to be made in
the direction of development
of the surrounding area.
“Attention should also be
paid to the accommodation
and basic facilities available
to the devotees between
Rambara and Kedarnath. A
complete plan should be prepared of what can be done
spiritually for the devotees in
and around Vasukital, Garuda Chatti, Lincholi and their
surroundings,” he added.
He also stressed that along
with Badrinath, a plan
should also be made to develop the surrounding areas
as a model and said, “Attention should also be paid to
developing Mana village

and its surrounding areas
for rural tourism. In these, a
good model of economy can
be made by promoting local
culture and local products.”
He also noted that maximum cooperation should
be taken from the helpers
and doctors and said public
cooperation is also necessary along with government
systems. The Uttarakhand
Chief Minister said that under the guidance of Prime
Minister Modi, the reconstruction work is going on at
a fast pace in Badrinath and
Kedarnath.
“In view of the convenience
of the devotees, night and
day work is in progress. The
target has been set to complete all the work by December 2023. So far this year,
more than 35 lakh registered
devotees have come for the
Chardham Yatra,” said CM
Dhami. Chief Secretary Dr
SS Sandhu gave a presentation of the reconstruction
works of Kedarnath and
Badrinath. He said that the
reconstruction work of the
first phase in Kedarnath has
been completed.
“In the second phase, 21
works worth Rs 188 crore
are being done. Out of which
3 works have been completed, 6 works will be completed by December 2022.
The remaining 12 works are
targeted to be completed
by July 2023. The gate has
been constructed in Gaurikund. The work of Sangam
Ghat will be completed by

June 2023. The work of Ishaneshwar Temple will also
be completed in a month,”
said Dr Sandhu. According
to the master plan, all the
work will be completed by
December 2023.
“In Badrinath work is being done at a fast pace as per
the master plan. The work of
Sheesh Netra Lake and Badrish Lake will be completed
in three months. The work of
the river development project will be completed by June
2023,” he added.
Secretary Culture, Government of India, Govind
Mohan informed through
a presentation that there
are four types of work to be
done under the Ministry of
Culture for Kedarnath which
will be started soon.
He also informed that the
establishment of Orientation Center at Sonprayag,
Chintan Sthal (Meditation
Sthal) at Rambara, Choti
Lincholi, Badi Lincholi and
Channi Camp, Shiv Udyan at
Kedarnath and Kedar Gatha
Museum in Kedarnath have
been fully planned and prepared. On this occasion,
Chief Secretary Dr SS Sandhu, Officer on Special Duty,
Tourism Department Bhaskar Khulbe, Secretary Tourism, Sachin Kurve Secretary
Culture Government of India, Govind Mohan, Joint
Secretary to Government of
India Rohit Yadav, Deputy
Secretary to Government of
India, Mangesh Ghildiyal
were present.
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TOP OF THE DAY
BUS OVERTURNS
WHILE SAVING
BIKE, 3 KILLED
JASHPUR: Three persons
died while six more were
left injured on Thursday,
after a bus overturned
while trying to save a bike
that was coming from the
wrong side, in Jashpur.
Mayank Tiwari, the SubDivisional Police Officer
(SDPO) of Pathalgaon said
that both the persons on
the bike died in the accident. “A bus going from
Pathalgaon to Ambikapur
got overturned trying to
save a bike coming from
the wrong side. The two
riding on the bike along
with one bus passenger
are dead, while six others
are injured,” the SDOP said.

TWO PERSONS
LINKED WITH LET
APPREHENDED
SOPORE: Two persons allegedly a part of
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
were apprehended by Sopore Police on Wednesday, after a cordon and
search operation in
Botingoo village. The two
apprehended persons
have been identified as
Imtiyaz Ahmad Ganai and
Waseem Ahmad Lone,
said local police. During
the interrogation, they
revealed that they both
were working for LeT
and at the behest of LeT
terrorist Bilal Hamza Mir,
were planning to attack
the security forces and
civilians in and around
the Sopore area.

PUNJAB MLA
UGOKE’S FATHER
CONSUMES
POISON
LUDHIANA: Darshan
Singh Ugoke, the father
of AAP MLA Labh Singh
Ugoke, tried to commit
suicide by consuming
a poisonous substance
on Thursday morning.
After that, he was taken
to the Tapa government
hospital. From there, he
was referred to DMC
Ludhiana in critical
condition. Labh Singh
Ugoke was present at the
‘Shanti march’ against the
cancellation of the special
assembly session. As per
the reports, Labh Singh
reportedly broke down
after hearing the news
and rushed to Ludhiana
immediately.

ASSAM GOVT TO
APPOINT OVER
11,000
GUWAHATI: To fulfil the
promise to provide one
lakh jobs to the people
of Assam, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
will appoint 11,202
people in various government departments
on 23 September. The
Assam government will
hand over appointment
letters to 11202 candidates in 21 government
departments on 23
September in a ceremonial function to be held
at Khanapara Veterinary
field in Guwahati. Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma will
ceremonially distribute
the appointment letters
to 11202 candidates.
Taking to Twitter, the
Chief Minister said
these appointments
would be in addition to
the already appointed
27,737 candidates.
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STATE VS CENTRE

AAP protests over cancellation
of special assembly session
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

A

special session of
the Vidhan Sabha
was called by the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government of Punjab on
Thursday. The session came
a day after the Governor of
Punjab had withdrawn his
order to convene a special
session of the assembly, citing legal reasons. Furious
over the move, the AAPled Mann government’s 92
MLAs decided to take out a
peace march from the MLA
assembly to Punjab Raj Bhavan.
After the peace march, the
Punjab Cabinet approved a
recommendation to the Gov-
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Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann chairs cabinet meeting.

ernor for the summoning of
the third session of the 16th
Punjab Vidhan Sabha on
September 27 (Tuesday). A
decision to this effect was
taken by the Council of Min-

isters in its meeting chaired
by the Chief Minister here at
the Chief Minister’s Office in
Punjab Civil Secretariat- I.
A spokesperson of the
Chief Minister’s Office said,

“As per clause (1) of Article
174 of the Constitution of India, the Governor is authorised to summon the state
legislature to meet at such
time and place, as he thinks
fit. However, there should
not be a time gap of more
than six months between
two sessions of the State Legislative Assembly. The 2nd
(Budget) Session of the 16th
Punjab Vidhan Sabha was
concluded on 30 June 2022,
so the Cabinet has recommended convening the 3rd
Session of the Assembly on
27 September 2022. “
Earlier in the day on
Thursday, Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann called
a meeting in Chandigarh at
9 a.m. At the same time, CM

Mann called a cabinet meeting at 10.30 a.m. in the Punjab Secretariat.
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal
also tweeted on the cancellation of the special session of
the assembly and questioned
how the Governor could
refuse the special session
called by the Punjab cabinet, terming it the death of
democracy. He claimed that
the Governor gave permission for the session two days
ago. “When Operation Lotus
started failing and the numbers were not completed, a
call came from above asking
to withdraw the permission.
Today, the country has a constitution on the one hand
and Operation Lotus on the
other hand,” he tweeted.

VEHICULAR TRAFFIC

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

FOODGRAINS FOUND IN
GOVT SCHOOL IN BIHAR,
PRINCIPAL SUSPENDED
TDG NETWORK
BALLIA

The principal of Primary
School Dumduma was
suspended after undistributed food grains for
mid-day meal were found
in the school due to the
alleged carelessness of
the principal, the Basic
Shiksha Adhikari (BSA)
said on Wednesday. The
principal, Aftab Alam,
was suspended after the
video of the huge quantities of undistributed food
grains went viral.
However, the principal,
Aftab Alam, said that
these old food grains
were from July 2022 and
couldn’t be distributed as
the students were absent.

“The food grains are
from the fourth phase of
COVID, which was received in July. We couldn’t
distribute it as 105 students didn’t come to
school,” the principal said.
Th e B SA Ma n i r a m
Singh said that the food
grains were not distributed due to the carelessness
of the principal, because
of which he has been suspended.
“ The mid-day meal
should have been distributed timely, but it was not
done due to the carelessness of the principal, because of which he stands
suspended now. Further
probe in the matter will be
done by the Enquiry Committee,” the BSA said.

DEBRIS TRIGGERED BY LANDSLIDE
LIFE IMPRISONMENT
AWARDED TO MAN FOR BLOCKS NH-109 AT RUDRAPRAYAG Prisoners being
trained in mushroom
RAPING 11-YEAR-OLD
IN CHHATTISGARH

TDG NETWORK
DHUBRI

A man was awarded life
imprisonment for raping
his own minor relative on
Wednesday by a local court
in Dhubri. Atul Biswas
raped an 11-year-old minor
girl, who happened to be
his own relative, in Assam
in August 2021 at Ramnathpara under the Tamarhat
police station. The order
was passed by P Kataki,
Additional Sessions Judge
and Special Judge POCSO
(Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act),
Dhubri.
“Before parting with the
judgement, with deep concern, we may point out that
though all sexual assaults
on female children are not
reported and do not come to
light yet there is an alarming and shocking increase
of sexual offences committed on children. This is due
to the fact that children are
ignorant of the act of rape
and are not able to offer re-

sistance and become easy
prey for lusty brutes who
display the unscrupulous,
deceitful, and insidious art
of luring female children
and young girls. Therefore,
such offenders who are a
menace to the civilised society should be mercilessly
and inexorably punished
in the severest terms,” said
the order of the Special Judge
(POCSO).
“Accordingly, convict Atul
Biswas is sentenced to undergo rigorous imprisonment for life and a fine of Rs
1 lakh, in default another rigorous imprisonment for one
year under Section 6 of the
POCSO Act,” the order of
the Special Judge (POCSO)
further said.
Uttam Kumar Sarkar, the
Special Public Prosecutor,
said that the case was first
registered at Tamarhat police station and later it was
registered in the Special
Judge (POCSO) court, under
Section 376-AB of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) and Section 6 of the POCSO Act.

cultivation
TDG NETWORK
BALODA BAZAR

Massive landslide blocking the Rudraprayag-Kedarnath road.
TDG NETWORK
RUDRAPRAYAG

National Highway (NH)109 at Rudraprayag was
blocked on Thursday, with
long queues of vehicles after
a sudden landslide led to the
roll down of debris from the
hill near Tarsali village in
Rudraprayag. The blockage
of the NH led to long queues
of vehicles being formed on
both sides of the road.

EMPLOYMENT RACKET

India on Thursday asked
Indian nationals to exercise extreme caution
before taking up jobs in
Thailand after dozens
of Indians were illegally
brought into Myanmar
as part of an employment
racket.

No casualties have been
reported as the passengers
were sent back by the local
people before the debris fell.
District Magistrate (DM)
Mayur Dixit said that the
work of opening the highway has been started and the
safe movement of passengers
will be done.
“All the passengers have
been stopped at safe places.
The work of opening the
highway is being done by

national Highways. Once
the debris is cleared, the safe
vehicular movement of passengers will be done,” DM
Dixit said.
While the pilgrims going
to Kedarnath were stopped
at Rudraprayag, Tilwara,
Agastyamuni, and Guptkashi. The pilgrims coming
back from Sonprayag have
also been stopped at safe
places at Sonprayag, Sitapur, etc.

IN ASSAM

Exercise caution before taking
up jobs in Thailand: MEA
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Under a fresh initiative
by the Chhattisgarh government, jailed prisoners in Baloda Bazar are
being trained to cultivate
mushrooms in jail, which
is making them opt for a
better life once they get
out.
Collector R Bansal told
ANI that the flagship government is making prisoners opt for a better life

Arindam Bagchi, Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson, said
IT companies are engaged
in digital scamming and
forged crypto activities.
He said that these scammers are recruiting Indian
workers on the pretext of
employment opportunities in Thailand.
“We are aware of fraudu-

lent IT companies that appear to be engaged in digital scamming and forged
crypto activities. They
seem to be operating with
agents from Dubai, Bangkok, and India. They are
recruiting Indian workers on the pretext of employment opportunities
in Thailand,” the MEA
spokesperson said.

MAN BEATEN UP OVER
SUSPICION OF KIDNAPPING
TDG NETWORK
CACHAR

A man was brutally beaten
up on Wednesday by some
people and his vehicle was
set on fire on suspicion of
being a child kidnapper in
the Cachar district of Assam.
Some people attacked a
person and set fire to a vehicle. The person was seri-

ously injured, and police
rescued him and rushed
him to the hospital. We
have registered a case in
connection with today’s
incident and we will take
stern action against the
culprits,” said SP Numal
Mahatta.
He further urged people not to believe any
rumours.

ICY ROADS

Stranded vehicles, stuck in bad weather,
rescued from Baralacha Pass
TDG NETWORK
LAHAUL

After being stuck due to
icy roads, all stranded
vehicles and passengers
have been rescued from
the Baralacha Pass on National Highway (NH)-3,
said the Lahaul-Spiti District Police said on Thursday.
The Baralacha pass in
the Lahaul-Spiti district
received heavy snowfall on Wednesday, after
which the Manali-Leh
NH-3 was closed down for

Vehicles commute as Baralacha pass receives fresh snowfall.

vehicular traffic because
of the icy roads.
The Lahaul-Spiti District Police said that all
the stranded vehicles and
passengers have been rescued. The police also informed us that vehicular
movement is not allowed
during the night hours.
“All stranded vehicles
and passengers have been
rescued from Baralacha
Pass on NH3. No movement of vehicles is allowed during the night
h o u r s , ” t h e D i st r i c t
Police said.

and start farming once
they go back to their villages.
“Mushroom cultivation
and vermicompost have
been started in jail. This
is being done under the
flagship program of the
government. As a result of
this initiative, the released
prisoners are going back
to their villages and starting farming there. The
initiative is making them
opt for a better life,” the
Collector said.

TRAGEDY

FOUR KILLED, TWO
INJURED IN WALL
COLLAPSE IN UP’S
ETAWAH
TDG NETWORK
ETAWAH

Four children died and
two others were injured
after a wall of their house
collapsed on Thursday
due to heavy rainfall in
the Chandrapura village
in the Civil Line area of
Uttar Pradesh’s Etawah.
“Four siblings, three
boys, and one girl, have
died and compensation
will be granted to the family as per the norms,” said
Avnish Rai, District Magistrate, Etawah.
The deceased children
have been identified as
Sinku (10), Abhi (8), Sonu
(7), Aarti (5) while Rishav
(4) and their grandmother Sharda Devi (75) were
seriously injured in the
wall collapse incident
and have been admitted to
the district’s, Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar Government
Joint Hospital.
Yogi Adityanath, the
Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh, also expressed
deep grief over the deaths
caused by the wall collapse in Etawah.
As per the CMO, CM
Adityanath has instructed officials to give a relief
amount of Rs 4 lakh from
the Disaster Relief Fund
to the next of kin of the deceased and to give proper
treatment to the injured
persons.
“#UPCM @myogiadityanath has deeply condoled the loss of lives due

to the collapse of the wall
in district Etawah. The
Chief Minister has directed the senior officers to
immediately visit the spot
and conduct relief work,”
the CMO tweeted.
“The Chief Minister has
given instructions to provide relief amount of Rs
4 lakh to the next of kin
of the deceased. He expressed his condolences
to the bereaved families
and directed them (officials) to make proper
arrangements for their
treatment while wishing for a speedy recovery
of the injured,” it said
in another tweet. After
taking the injured to the
hospital, Etawah District
Magistrate Rai and Senior
Superintendent of Police
Jaiprakash Singh took a
closer look at the Chandrapur spot.
Earlier on Wednesday
night, an under-construction roof of Islamia
College of Commerce collapsed in UP’s Gorakhpur, where two persons
buried under the debris
were rescued safely by
the teams.
On Wednesday, the India Meteorological Department (IMD) had predicted isolated heavy falls
and thunderstorms over
Uttar Pradesh till Friday.
“Isolated heavy falls
likely over Uttarakhand
and Uttar Pradesh during
21st-25th September,” the
IMD tweeted.
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top of the day
Vice President
calls for
strengthening
space for
dialogue
GUWAHATI: Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar
on Wednesday called
for strengthening the
thriving space for discussion and dialogue in
public realm, suggesting that intolerance of
others’ points of view
is antithetical to the
vision of free exchange
of thought. Speaking at
the third edition of the
national colloquium
‘Lokmanthan’, the Vice
President said, “It is time
to step out of our echo
chambers—caused
by both social structures and social media
algorithms—and let our
minds breathe. We must
revive the art of listening;
we must rediscover the
art of dialogue.”

Centre
appoints
2 judicial
members in
Tribunal
New Delhi : The
Central government on
Wednesday appointed
two judicial members to
the Kerala Administrative Tribunal (KAT) for a
period of four years. The
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet
(ACC), chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
took the decision and
approved the appointments for the two posts
of Judicial Members in
KAT. Justice PV Asha and
one other judicial members were appointed to
the aforesaid two posts
with a pay scale of Rs 2,
25,000 (fixed) for a period
of four years from the
date of their assumption
of charge of the post, or
till they attain the age
of 67 years, whichever
is earlier, read an order
issued by the Ministry of
Personnel on Wednesday.

Two arrested
with
1 Kg Ganja
NORTH GOA: Colvale
police on Thursday
arrested two people
from Karnataka for
possession of Ganja,
police said. “Based upon
reliable information,
a raid was carried out
today at the Housing
Board, Colvale during
which two accused
persons, namely, Ratan
Awale, age 20 yrs, and
Abbas Kharushi, age
19 yrs, were arrested
for illegal possession of
Ganja,” SDPO Mapusa
Jivba Dalvi said. Both
accused persons have
been arrested under
sections 20(b)(ii)(B) and
29 of the NDPS Act and
are presently in lockup.
SDPO Jivba Dalvi
informed that during interrogation the accused
persons have informed
that they procured the
drugs from a specific
place in Maharashtra
and, as such, a team
from Colvale Police is
leaving for Maharashtra
tomorrow to trace the
suppliers. Both accused
people revealed that as
the tourist season was
about to begin, they had
come to sell the drugs
to prospective customers.
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‘backstabbing’

You tried best to finish me politically,
yet failed: Fadnavis to Uddhav
TDG NETWORK
NAGPUR

A

ccusing Uddhav
Thackeray of “stabbing the BJP in the
back” by joining the Congress and NCP, Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis claimed
on Thursday that the former
chief minister had tried his
best to finish him politically
but failed.
Fadnavis was reacting
to Thackeray’s speech on
Wednesday, in which he
had attacked the Eknath
Shinde government in
Maharashtra and for not
speaking to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi after the
multi-billion Vedanta-Foxconn semiconductor plant
deal went to Gujarat. Speak-

ing to the press, Fadnavis,
however, said that Uddhav
Thackeray’s speech was
“filled with despair”.
“You tried your best to
eliminate me with the help
of Congress-NCP combine,
yet you could not finish me,”
Fadnavis said launching a
sharp attack at his erstwhile
ally Thackeray.
“In Wednesday’s speech,
Uddhav Thackeray Ji was
speaking in despair. I have a
question for him. When he
asks us to resign and go for
elections, why did he not resign and go for elections in
2019, when he had contested with the BJP and won because of Modiji’s picture on
the poster, stabbing the BJP
in the back,” Fadnavis said.
Earlier, former chief minister Thackeray had also

warm welcome

J. P. Nadda on
2-day visit to
Tamil Nadu
TDG Network
New Delhi

In an effort to increase the voter
base in southern states ahead of
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections,
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) national president Jagat Prakash
Nadda will be on a two-day visit
to Tamil Nadu from Thursday
to chalk out a strategy for the
party.
During his stay, Nadda will
take part in several public programmes and organisational
meetings of the party. According to BJP sources, Nadda will
visit Madurai and Karaikudi in
the Sivagangai district.
The sources said that this is an
important organization-centric
visit of the National President,
in which he will hold meetings
with different fronts like social
media and Mahila Morcha, and
will meet the core committee
and booth workers. During the
meeting, he will take feedback
and give directions to all the
workers and leaders of the party.
Apart from this, he will also
address a public meeting in
Karaikudi.

inquiry

SAD asks
Governor to
probe into
allegations of
horsetrading
by AAP
TARUNI GANDHI
Chandigarh

Senior Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) leader Bikram Singh
Majithia today urged the Punjab Governor to order an inquiry by a sitting judge of the Supreme Court or the High Court
into the allegations of purchase
of its legislators by the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), saying
only a transparent probe could
bring out the truth in the case.
The SAD leader, while addressing a press conference
here, said the inquiry should
specify whether any BJP
leader or any middleman offered Rs 25 crore each to AAP
legislators to switch sides, as
had been claimed by ministers
Harpal Cheema and Aman
Arora.
“If this is so, action should
be taken in the case.” He said
alternatively, if the AAP allegations were found to be
false, then action should be
taken against the ministers as
well as legislators for befooling
the people and insulting their
mandate.

made a scathing attack on
the Shinde government.
“Why do Maharashtra projects go to other states? Why
doesn’t he speak to the PM
about this? Doesn’t he have
the courage to speak on it?”
Thackeray has said.
Thackeray, who was addressing party workers,
said that the Maharashtra
government should bring
back the Foxconn-Vedanta
semiconductor project rather than hurling allegations,
adding that both the ruling
and opposition should come
together for the greater interest of the state and bring
back the project.
Thackeray also launched
a scathing attack on Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde for not
speaking on the issue. Thac-

keray also challenged Home
Minister Amit Shah to conduct Mumbai civic polls and
assembly elections within a
month.
“I challenge Union HM
Amit Shah to hold the BMC
election along with state assembly elections. We will
show Shiv Sena’s strength.
Earlier, too many Nizams
and Shahs tried to capture
Mumbai but failed in their
nefarious attempt,” he had
said.
However, Shinde hit back
at Thackeray, saying that
Vedanta would come to
Maharashtra. “Our government is two months old and
we have taken decisions
that were not taken in two
years. Vedanta will come
to Maharashtra. I have spoken with PM Modi and HM

Amit Shah and have been
assured. A lot of industries
went out of the state because
of the previous government,” said the Maharashtra Chief Minister.
Earlier, Vedanta group
chairman Anil Agarwal
had announced that the
Vedanta-Foxconn semiconductor plant would be
set up in Gujarat. Vedanta’s
landmark investment of Rs
1.54 lakh crores will help
make India’s #Atmanirbhar Silicon Valley a reality,
Agarwal said.
This project, which is
expected to reduce India’s electronic imports
besides providing 1 lakh
direct skilled jobs, will
help the country’s manufacturing sector, he said in
another tweet.

visit

Amit Shah to address
‘Jan Bhavna Mahasabha’
in Bihar on Friday
TDG Network
new delhi

On a two-day visit to Bihar
beginning Friday, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
is set to participate in a ‘Jan
Bhavna Mahasabha’ and
chair the BJP State Core
Committee meeting.
Shah will begin his visit by
speaking at the ‘Jan Bhavna
Mahasabha,’ which will
be held at Rangbhoomi
Ground in Purnia at 12 p.m.
on Friday.Purnia is one of
the thirty-eight districts of
Bihar. Shah will later hold
a meeting with MPs, MLAs,
and former ministers of the
Bihar BJP at around 4 pm
at Mata Gujri University in
Kishanganj city.
The Minister will be chairing a Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) State Core Committee

meeting at around 5 pm at
Mata Gujri University.
On the second day of his
visit to the state, the Minister will offer prayers at the
Budhi Kali Mata Temple
in Kishanganj at around
9.30 a.m. at Subhashpally
Chowk.
The Home Minister will
visit border outpost Fatehpur and inaugurate BOP
buildings of Fatehpur, Pekatola, Beria, Amgachi, and
Raniganj at around 10.30
am at the Sashastra Seema
Bal (SSB) Campus.
The Minister will later review the meeting on border
security with the Director
Generals and senior officers
of the Border Security Force
(BSF), SSB and Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) at
12 noon at the BSF Campus,
Kishanganj.

t h e da ily gua r dia n r eview
f r iday | 2 3 se p t e m b e r 2 0 2 2
new de l h i

comment & analysis

POWDER KEG

South needs to lead efforts
to prevent a global war
The South has increasingly become a potent force in the global
dialogue, given its strategic and economic importance.

opinion
Peter Dash

W

ill there be a
global war? The
UN Secretary
General had said recently
that there is more chance of a
nuclear confrontation than at
any time since the Cold War?
Such a greater risk relates to
the hostile atmosphere, especially between China and
Russia, on one hand, versus
US and its allies? What might
history teach us along with
current trends about whether millions (more) are going
to be slaughtered from battle,
hunger, destitution, to even
radiation? And what might
all of this portend for the
South, including India. Can
the South really do anything
to stop such worldwide devastation?
Modern history tells us

that overall, the most brutal
slaughters as far as war (and
even genocide) happened
mostly in the North, especially in Europe—though
wars in Vietnam, Iraq, Afghanistan to Libya and beyond headed by US and/or
NATO have been devastating, too. George Friedman, a
well-known geopolitical analyst, seems to explain why
in part. In a presentation in
Budapest in 2017, he stated,
“Europe created mankind
with blood on their hand…”
The late Samuel Huntington
and top US presidential advisor stated, “The West won
the world not by the superiority of its ideas or values
or religion, but rather by its
superiority in applying organized violence.”
Friedman further explains
in his book, Flashpoints: The
emerging crisis in Europe, the
explosive potential of nationalism on that continent,
including historically. The
recent legislative successes
of populist nationalists in
France and growing extremism, separatism and Brexit
type forces make Europe a
troubled land. Ukraine and

Russia now, very much add
to the overall continental
powder keg.
While jealousy and suspicion between France and
Germany, along with rising
nationalism, spurred two
devastating world wars
where tens of millions of innocents were liquidated, history repeats itself. But these
days it happens with a different rhyme. The greater worry
now is between nationalistic
Ukraine and growing Russian assertiveness to defend
all things ethnic Russian or
Russian speaking just outside its borders. And a Moscow more determined to
prevent a new NATO creep
pushed by members like Germany, and the US especially.
For Russia, its history of
losing millions to the war
with Germany in WW II is
still very much kept alive, not
only in the minds of the older
generation, but even among
the younger. Any form of Nazism or neo-Nazism as even
a minor part of the Ukraine
government, therefore, give
Russians worry. And they
provide incentive to support the war in Ukraine.
The heavy proxy use of Kiev
against Moscow by the USled NATO is also making
Russians feel that the West
has just about declared war
on it. Even President Putin
is alluding to using nuclear
bombs if he feels it necessary.
Meanwhile, win or lose, the
US and allies’ weapons industries have cashed in making huge profits from the war

and continuing it. And they
get loyalty from the US Congress with their huge lobby
efforts.
The South looks at all this
in horror. Wheat and other
essentials for food are becoming scarcer and much
more expensive as this war
drags on. It is adding considerably to overall inflation
and widening poverty. Energy costs in the South, not
just Europe, have become
catastrophic. In 2021, oil per
barrel was around 55 dollars.
Because of the war, the price
has jumped to over 100 dollars. Gas prices, be it fuel for
homes or vehicles, have also
jumped. If Europe goes all
out war with Russia, these
horrible cost rises, especially
for the needy South, could be
much worse. Events in Sri
Lanka may be a harbinger
of worse fallout to come, especially if NATO and Russia
more directly slug it out.
The added question is what
happens if war with the US
and its allies hit the Chinese
waters over territorial issues,
including Taiwan? China, after all, is an economic engine
for the world. If its waters are
shut down due to war, expect
more supply disruptions that
would make the already very
negative impact from Covid
look small. Expect important
investments by the Chinese
Belt and Road Initiative to
slow down considerably,
negatively affecting many
poorer countries.
Some believe the world is
destined for war as America

is highly resistant to allow
a competing “empire” like
China to rise. This is put in
even into ancient historical
context in Graham Allison’s,
Destined for War: Can America
and China Escape Thucydides’s
Trap? Russia, though, is likely more seen by Washington
as a gross troublemaker to
US interests; a country that
would best be worn down
by war with Ukraine and
then finally defeated by an
internal “orange” revolution.
However, should America
not worry more about global survival instead of hubris
about power-sharing with
China and others, including
with new emerging powerhouses like India?
Just as Europe “sleep”
walked into WW I or was
too complacent about Germany before WW II hell
broke out, strong leadership
within NATO, Russia or even
China to better move to stopping a world war seems also
non-existent. Given the potentially terrible impact of a
war in the North in terms of
economic costs on the South,
might countries’ leaders
from places like Brazil to India to Indonesia and Turkey
step up. And tell the North as
well as Beijing that they want
no part in pushing aggressive
talk against any block.
The South has increasingly become a potent force
in the global dialogue given
its strategic and economic
importance. This is especially so in the current sawoff of the Sino-Russia plus

“block” versus the NATO
plus block. Is it, therefore,
going to let the North, especially NATO, further degrade
its opportunities and chances
for economic and political
survival? Is it going to accept
when the US speaks so much
of aid, it means selling weapons, too, often than assisting
the very poor move forward
to peace and development?
And ensuring continuous
dependence on these weapons aid by stoking regional
South to South rivalries–or
even worse? The Hollywood
movie, White House Down,
though fiction, is an eyeopener about how far the
military-industrial complex
can go.
So, can countries like India
exercise more robust leadership in preventing World
War III and ensuring a new
horizon of hope? More seriously, putting the UN Security Council distribution
of vetoes under question or
pushing reparations for colonialism paid for by reduced
feeding of the military complexes allowing for more
feeding of the hungry. Otherwise, war, mass death, increased starvation and chaos,
more of the Sri Lanka type
or worse, may be around the
corner.
Peter Dash is a teacher and former professor based in Southeast
Asia. He is a former Associate
at Harvard’s Center for International Affairs and has written
for many publications, including
leading newspapers.

SOCIAL SECURITY

Personal data protection: Time to focus on an
individual’s online ‘Right to be forgotten’
This right is not available under India’s current data privacy regime.

opinion
C. Balaji

Generally, there is a common
misconception that data once
deleted from any online platform or social media platform
shall be deleted permanently,
but it is not known to many
that the data being uploaded
by the user on any online platform or social media might get
stored on the server held by
the parent company and also
there is no surety whether the
data would be left untouched
or be traded with other third
parties involved for the sake
of minting profit. In reality,
social media and other online

open-source platforms are a
trap for the users set by the
companies to extract information, and they either make use
of the information themselves
or sell it to other third parties
in return to mint money, in
the end, it’s the users who
become the scapegoat.
In the light of social security
and public interest, the right
to be forgotten at large should
be validated as ignoring this
issue might pave the way to
exploitation of user data and
further other illegal activities. The government needs
to change its approach and
focus on revamping the legal framework in this regard
along with entering into
global collaboration efforts
to protect the privacy of the
individuals for the public at
large.
The Personal Data Protection Bill, 2018 (“New Data
Protection Act”) introduced
the concept of an individual’s

“Right to be forgotten” in India. This right is currently
not available under India’s
current data privacy regime
which comes in the form of
the Information Technology
(Reasonable Security Practices and Procedures and
Sensitive Personal Data or
Information) Rules, 2011 (“DP
Rules 2011”) framed under
the Information Technology
Act, 2000 (“IT Act 2000”).
“Section 27 of the New Data
Protection Act,” “which falls
under chapter 6 (Data Principal Rights) of the New Data
Protection Act,”carves out the
“right to be forgotten” in no
uncertain terms.
“According to this section,
every data principal shall
have the right to restrict or
prevent continuing disclosure of personal data (relating to such data principal)
by any data fiduciary if such
disclosure meets 1 of the following 3 conditions, namely
the disclosure, withdrawn;
(i) has served the purpose
for which it was made or is no
longer necessary; or (ii) was
made based on the data principal’s consent and such consent has since been another
law in force. or (iii) was made
contrary to the provisions of
the New Data Protection Act
or any of personal data.”
To make use of the afore-

mentioned rights to limit or
prevent the further disclosure
of personal data, an application must be filed, in the form
and manner indicated, with
an Adjudicating Officer, and
such Adjudicating Officer
must have concluded that at
least one of the other three
grounds mentioned above
applies, as well as that the
data principal’s interest and
rights in restricting or preventing the prolonged dissemination of personal data
outweigh any citizen’s right
to freedom of expression and
information.
The “right to be forgotten” emanates from a 2014
judgement by the European
Court of Justice in the case of
Google Spain SL, Google Inc.
v. Agencia Espaola de Protección de Datos, Mario Costeja
González. In this case, a newspaper published an article in
1998 relating to a forced property sale that was required to
be made by Mr Mario Costeja
Gonzalez to settle a social security debt.
As a result, the European
Court of Justice ruled that
European residents have
the right to ask metasearch
businesses like Google, who
collect personal data for business, to erase links to sensitive
data when requested, given
that such material is no longer

relevant. The European Court
of Justice determined that the
fundamental right to privacy
is more important than a commercial firm’s economic interest and, in certain situations,
more important than the interest of the public in access
to data.
Likewise, in the case of Subhranshu Rout @ Gugul v. the
State of Odisha, “the offender
allegedly videotaped the rape,
established a bogus social media profile, and published the
material on the social media
site.” The High Court of
Orissa (“Court”) denied the
accused’s bail motion, citing a
lack of adequate remedies for
victims seeking to have harmful information removed from
the internet. In light of both
escalating online abuse and
exceptional callous activity on
the internet, as well as the lack
of a framework for exercising
the right to be forgotten, the
Court concluded that a broader debate on the execution of
this right was required.
In a recent verdict, the Karnataka High Court ordered
around 17 media houses to
block/redact the names of
the acquitted persons in a
case who had invoked the
“right to be forgotten”. Although Indian laws do not
have specific provisions enshrined to protect the rights

of the individual under such
circumstances, however, the
courts under the garb of judicial activism have stressed
and taken note of instances
where an individual’s right to
privacy is in jeopardy. As the
release of any sensitive data in
the public domain shall lead
to mental agony and harm to
the reputation of not only that
particular individual/group of
individuals, but also to their
families.
As a corollary, when that
comes to the right to be forgotten, advocates essentially
argue here that the right to
privacy entails the right to
be forgotten including people
individuals who have been
imprisoned or have faced
charges and now desire to
move forward.
The requirement for personal data or information
about past traumatic occurrences of people who have
already been punished or
prosecuted to stay in the public domain is increasingly being challenged in court. It is a
dire need of the hour that the
government formulates laws
that govern the liabilities of intermediaries and also protect
the interests of the public at
large.
The author is an independent IP
Attorney working with a reputed
law firm.
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PM Modi’s ‘Not Era
Of War’ Remark
To Putin is In Tune
With India’s Stand
During a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit
in Samarkand, Uzbekistan last week, Prime Minister Narendra Modi told Russian President Vladimir
Putin, “Today’s era is not an era of war, and I have
spoken to you on the phone about this,” and added
that “democracy, diplomacy and dialogue kept the
world together”. This remark by PM Modi has
been interpreted by the West as a “public rebuke”
by the Indian premier who has so far steered clear
of making any statement that could be viewed as a
public criticism of the Russian President for Moscow’s military operation against Ukraine. Some
commentators and foreign policy analysts went
one step further and interpreted the remark as an
indication of India changing its stance vis-à-vis the
Russian invasion against Ukraine.
French President Emmanuel Macron and US
National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan cited
this remark urging Putin to end the war. Macron even went to the extent of saying that those
countries which have chosen to be “neutral” and
“non-aligned” are “mistaken” and have a historical
responsibility to speak out. “Narendra Modi, the
Prime Minister of India, was right when he said the
time is not for war. It is not for revenge against the
West, or for opposing the West against the East. It is
the time for a collective time for our sovereign equal
states. To cope together with challenges we face,”
Macron went on to say at UNGA. What Macron’s
statements highlight was the West’s eagerness to
somehow send out a message to Russia that India
is on their side in publicly condemning Moscow.
In fact, both the French President and the US NSA
saw in the PM’s remarks a much-awaited opportunity to exactly do the same. With this in mind, the
West started misinterpreting what PM Modi said
during the bilateral meeting with Putin.
To describe PM Modi’s words, “Today’s era is not
of war” to Putin as public criticism of Russia or as
something that suggests change in India’s stand
is absolutely a misinterpretation of the remarks.
What the Prime Minister said is completely in
sync with India’s stand on Ukraine. PM Modi has
been asking for
cessation of vio- PM Modi has been
lence right from reminding the world of the
day one. He has terrible cost of the conflict,
been telling the while reaffirming India’s
Russian Presi- stand pitching for cessation
dent Putin in all of violence. He has been
his telephonic asking for cessation of
talks that there violence right from day one.
should be immediate cessation of violence and the problems
should be resolved through dialogue and diplomacy. They have spoken at least four times in the
last six months where the Prime Minister has called
for cessation of hostilities and advocated the path of
diplomacy and dialogue. This is what PM Modi underlined again during talks with Putin in Uzbekistan. Where is any change of stand then? What the
West chose to ignore was a significant part of PM
Modi’s statement in which the Indian leader clearly
said that “I have spoken to you (Putin) about this
(the need for restoration of peace)”. Ever since the
war broke out, PM Modi has been emphasising on
restoration of peace, end of violence, and dialogue
and diplomacy. So, it’s in sync with the Indian position that has been reiterated time and again.
Whenever the West pressured India to join them
to condemn Russia, New Delhi clearly said that it
is on the side of peace. India has maintained that
its approach will be driven also by national interest. Amid the growing pressure by the western
countries on India to be critical of Russia, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on various platforms
and during several bilateral and multilateral meetings has been telling the West unequivocally that
India was, is and will be on the side of peace. That
is exactly what PM Modi did when he said that
this is not the era of war. The India premier has
been reminding the world of the terrible cost of the
conflict while reaffirming India’s stand pitching for
cessation of violence. India did not show any hitch
while condemning the Bucha massacre in Ukraine
and joined various countries in demanding a probe
into it. India voted twice to allow Ukraine President Zelensky to address the UN bodies. India also
reached out to Ukraine with humanitarian assistance as well. So, India cannot also be viewed as
showing any tilt towards Russia amid the violence.
India has always been on the right side.
Therefore, the PM’s comments need to be seen
in the context of India’s position in the last seven
months of the war. There is no point in the West
viewing PM Modi’s remarks underlining the need
for peace as India changing its stand and choosing to join the bloc in its raft of sanctions against
Russia. In the context of the ongoing situation in
Ukraine, Prime Minister, in fact, reiterated India’s
long-standing position in favour of dialogue and
diplomacy.
T. BRAJESH
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In Court

Supreme Court: Setting Aside NCDRC Order
Awarding Compensation To Women Who Gave
Birth Despite Undergoing Tubectomy Surgery
TDG News Network

T

he Supreme Court in
the case Civil Hospital
vs Manjit Singh observed and has set aside an
NCDRC order that directed a
hospital to pay compensation
to a woman who delivered a
child despite undergoing tubectomy procedure.
In the present case, a woman underwent tubectomy
procedure twice, though both
the procedures remained unsuccessful. In the year 2003,
she gave birth to a male child.
A complaint was filled by her
before the District Consumer
Disputes Redressal Forum
alleging medical negligence
on account of failed tubectomy surgery. Thus, the court
dismissed the same on the
ground that the hospital is
not a consumer. The order
was affirmed by the State

and Ors., 2005, 7 SCC 1].
The bench while taking
notice of the law laid down
in the decisions relied on by
the appellants, allowed the
appeal by setting aside the
NCDRC order. However, if
the respondent has been
paid any amount in terms
of the Order of the NCDRC,
the same shall not be recovered by the State, the bench
said.
It was observed in In V.P.
Shantha that the Hospitals
and Doctors who render
service without any charge
whatsoever to every person
availing of the service would
not fall within the ambit of
‘service’ under Section 2(1)
(o) of the Act. Thus, the payment of a token amount for
registration purposes only
would not alter the position
in respect of such doctors and
hospitals.

Consumer Commission
(SCDRC). Later, the revision
petition was allowed by the
National Consumer Commission and has directed to
pay compensation as per the
guidelines and the policy of
the State.
Before the Apex Court, two
contentions were raised by
the hospital (1) that hospitals and Doctors who render
service without any charge to
every person availing of the
service would not fall within
the ambit of ‘service’ under
Section 2(1)(o) of the Act
[relying on the case Indian
Medical Association Vs. V.P.
Shantha And Ors., (1995) 6
SCC 651] (2) that the failed
tubectomy surgery is not a
case of medical negligence as
the sterilized woman can become pregnant due to natural
causes. [relying on the case
State of Punjab Vs. Shiv Ram

In Court

The Apex Court regarding
failed tubectomy surgery
in Shiv Ram (supra), had
observed that the cause of
action in claiming compensation in cases of failed sterilization operation arises
on account of negligence of
the surgeon and not on the
account of child birth. Further, the failure due to natural causes would not provide
any ground for claim and it
is the women who has conceived the child to go or not
to go for medical termination
of pregnancy. Thus, having
gathered the knowledge of
conception in spite of having undergone sterilization
operation, if the couple opts
for bearing the child, it ceases to be an unwanted child
and the compensation for
maintenance and upbringing of such a child cannot be
claimed.

In Court

IBBI Amends Liquidation Process NCLAT Upholds Dismissal Of Section 7
Regulations: COC To Function
Petition,
Corporate
Debtor
Willing
To
Pay
As Stakeholder’s Consultation
Full Amount, Opposed By Financial Creditor
Committee For First 60 Days
tdg network

On 16.09.2022, the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (“IBBI”) has notified amendments for a second time to the
IBBI (Voluntary Liquidation Process)
Regulations, 2016 (“Voluntary Liquidation Regulations”) and IBBI (Liquidation
Process) Regulations, 2016 (“Liquidation
Regulations”).
Detailed Overview Of the Amendments:
the IBBI has introduced the following
amendments to the Voluntary Liquidation Regulations and Liquidation Process
regulations, in exercise of the powers
conferred by Section 196(1)(t) read with
Section 240 of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016.
For enabling better participation of
stakeholders and streamline the liquidation process to reduce delays and realize
better value, the following major modifications are made for the amendment in
Liquidation Regulation.
The Committee of Creditors (CoC) constituted during Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process (CIRP) shall function
as Stakeholders Consultation Committee
(SCC) in the first 60 days and after the adjudication of claims and within 60 days
of initiation of process, the SCC shall be
reconstituted with respect to the admitted claims.
It has been mandated to the liquidator
to conduct the meetings of SCC in a structured and time bound manner with bet-

ter participation of stakeholders.
It has been enlarged the scope of mandatory consultation by liquidator with
SCC and now SCC may even propose
replacement of liquidator to the Adjudicating Authority (AA) and fix the fees of
liquidator, if the same during CIRP is not
fixed by the CoC.
The amount of claim collated during
CIRP shall be verified by the liquidator,
if any claim is not fixed during the liquidation process.
Whenever it is decided by the CoC that
the process of compromise or arrangement may be explored during liquidation
process, an application shall be filled by
the liquidator only in such cases before
Adjudicating Authority for considering
the proposal of arrangement or compromise, if any, within thirty days of the order of liquidation.
For Auction process, specific eventbased timelines have been stipulated.
SCC b Before filing of an application for dissolution or closure of the
process shall advice the liquidator,
the manner in which proceedings in
respect of avoidance transactions or
fraudulent or wrongful trading and
shall be pursued after closure of liquidation proceedings.
Further, the Amendment Liquidation
Regulations and Amendment Voluntary
Liquidation Regulations lays down the
manner and period of retention of records relating to liquidation and voluntary liquidation of a corporate debtor or
corporate person, respectively.

tdg network

The National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
(“NCLAT”) in the case Reliance Commercial Finance
Limited v Darode Jog Builder
Private Limited, the Principal
Bench, comprising of Justice
Ashok Bhushan (Chairperson), Judicial Member, Justice
M. Satyanarayana Murthy
and the Technical Member,
Mr. Barun Mitra observed
while adjudicating an appeal
filed in Reliance Commercial
Finance Limited v Darode Jog
Builder Pvt. Ltd., has upheld
the Adjudicating Authority’s
decision to not admit a petition
under Section 7 of IBC, despite
there being a default and a
debt. It was recorded by the
bench the Corporate Debtor
an opportunity to pay/settle
the full amount of default despite the Financial Creditor’s
unwillingness to enter settlement.

Background Facts
of the Case:
The Appellant/ Financial
Creditor, Reliance Commercial Finance Limited had sanctioned Term-Loans of Rs. 19.5
Crores to the Corporate Debtor i.e., Darode Jog Builder Pvt.

Ltd. on 29.07.2013. In 2017, the
Loan Accounts were declared
as the Non-Performing Assets. On 04.11.2019, a petition
under Section 7 of Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code, 2016
(“IBC”) was filled by Financial Creditor, wherein seeking initiation of Corporate Insolvency Resolution Process
(“CIRP”) over a default of Rs.
15,79,41,658/- against the Corporate Debtor.
It was observed that in an
hearing held on 06.07.2022,
the Corporate Debtor acknowledged its liability to pay
and made an offer of Rs. 12.75
Crores, which is to be paid
within 45 days. Thus, the Adjudicating Authority directed
the Counsel for the Financial
Creditor to obtain appropriate
instructions. Thus, the court
observed that if the Settlement
did not take place, the Petition
would automatically be admitted on the next date of hearing.
The court on the next date
of hearing i.e. 11.07.2022, it
was submitted by the Corporate Debtor that it is willing
to deposit the entire amount
of Rs. 15,79,41,658/- within 45
days. However, the Financial
Creditor expressed its unwillingness for settling the matter. The Bank account details

of the Financial Creditor were
obtained by the Adjudicating Authority and alongside
granted liberty to the latter
to file for restoration of petition in case said amount is not
deposited within 45 days. The
court disposed of the appeal.
The Financial Creditor filed
an appeal before the NCLAT,
aggrieved by the order dated
11.07.2022.

Contentions Made
By Appellant:
It was submitted by the Financial Creditor that the Adjudicating Authority committed error in disposing of the
Petition, as it was not willing
to settle the matter. However,
the Adjudicating Authority

could not have permitted the
Corporate Debtor to deposit
amount in Financial Creditor’s account.

Contentions Made
By Respondent:
It was argued by the Corporate
Debtor that Financial Creditor was unwilling to settle as
earlier entire amount was not
offered and settlement had
not taken place despite several
adjournments. Further, it was
submitted that the Corporate
Debtor has financial capacity
to deposit the entire amount.

NCLAT Decision:
The Bench placed reliance on
the Supreme Court judgment
in the case Vidarbha Indus-

tries Power Limited Vs. Axis
Bank Limited, Civil Appeal
No. 4633 of 2021.
It was observed by the bench
that as per the judgment, even
after debt and default is there,
Adjudicating Authority has
to apply its mind to assess the
feasibility of initiating CIRP.
It stated that when the Corporate Debtor has complied
to deposit the entire defaulted
amount of the Financial Creditor as permitted by the Adjudicating Authority and no
purpose and occasion shall
survive to still proceed with
the Corporate Debtor Insolvency Resolution.
Accordingly, the bench observed that the proceedings
under Section 7 are for resolution of insolvency. Adjudicating Authority had not erred
in ascertaining whether the
Corporate Debtor can comply
to deposit the entire defaulted
amount in bank account of
Financial Creditor’s. Further,
the court observed that the
Financial Creditor’s interest was fully protected, since
liberty was already given to
revive the petition in case full
amount was not received
within 45 days.
The bench dismissed the appeal.

In Court

Supreme Court: Fixed Term Sentences Exceeding 14 Years Can
Be Alternative To Death Sentence In Certain Cases
tdg network

The Supreme Court in the case
State of Haryana vs Anand Kindoo observed and stated that
fixed term sentences exceeding
14 years can be awared in appropriate cases to strike a delicate
balance between the victims’ petition for justice and rehabilitative
justice for the convicts.
The bench comprising of Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul, Justice
Abhay S. Oka and the Justice
Vikram Nath observed that this
fixed term sentence can only be
by the High Court or this Court
and not by the trial Court.
In the present case, the trial
court awarded death sentence

to the accused who were ‘trusted employees’ of the deceased.
However, Major General Kailash
Chand Dhingra (K.C. Dhingra)
and his wife Smt. Sangeeta Dhingra, who were an aged couple
and were killed by the accused
while they were sleeping. It was
refused by the High Court to
confirm the death sentence and
imposed life sentence on them.
In an appeal before the Apex
Court, the complainant and the
state contended that given the
brutality of the crime, the court
should impose a fixed term sentence before which the convicts
are not liable to be considered for
granting of remission. Thus, it
was submitted that there should

be at least a fixed term sentence.
The court observed that it was a
pre-planned murder for gain and
greed by somebody who was in a
position of trust with the family.
The bench observed that at an
advanced stage in such health respect, there is always an element
of trust and faith in the person
by a person who employs them
as well as the family members.
However, the work takes other
family members elsewhere and
with the joint family system
having broken down, the role of
such trusted help becomes even
more significant. Also, it is the
significance of the society where
a wrong signal goes if a trusted
person breaches that trust to kill

In an appeal before the Apex Court, the
complainant and the state contended that given
the brutality of the crime, the court should impose
a fixed term sentence before which the convicts
are not liable to be considered for granting of
remission. Thus, it was submitted that there
should be at least a fixed term sentence.
the person who had employed
them in such a gruesome manner. It has been stated by the trial
Court, the society itself demands
justice, apart from an utter element on deterrence which is in

any aspect of conviction. Further, the approach cannot be the
vindictive but lack of appropriate
sentence leaves the cry of justice
of the society un-addressed apart
from the fact that other persons

who may have the propensity to
carry out the crime feel that they
will get away with the lighter sentence, if in case they are caught.
While, battering two sleeping
people beyond recognition who
imposed trust in their employee
certainly calls for something
more than merely a life sentence
under Section 302, IPC, even if
death sentence is not to be imposed.
Therefore, the court imposed a
fixed term sentence of 30 years.
The bench while allowing the
appeal observed in the case Shankar Kishanrao khade vs. State of
Mahrashtra (2013) 5 SCC 546,
wherein it was held that if there
is any circumstance favouring the

accused such as lack of intention
to commit the crime, young age
of the accused, possibility of reformation etc., accused not being a
menance to the society, no previous criminal record etc., the accused may avoid capital punishment. It was opined by the court
that the crime is important but
so is the criminal and hence the
Supreme Court in recent past has
substituted death penalty with
fixed term sentences exceeding
14 years. It stated that imposing
a fixed term sentence creates a
possibility for the convict to re-integrate into society after serving
his/her sentence. A delicate balance is strike the balance between
victims’ plea for justice.

t h e da ily gua r dia n r eview
fr iday | 2 3 se p t e m b e r 2 0 2 2
n ew de l h i

policy & politics 9

POLICY & POLITICS

Need to strengthen existing laws to fight the
menace against smuggling & counterfeiting: M
Venkaiah Naidu, Former Vice President of India
tdg network

M

Venkaiah Naidu,
Former Vice President of India today
said that it is imperative for
all stakeholders to reform,
perform and transform in
order to end the menace of
counterfeiting and smuggling. “There is a need to
strengthen the existing laws.
Unless all of us join together,
the fight against illicit trade
and smuggling cannot be
won,” he emphasized.
Addressing the 8th edition
of FICCI-CASCADE ‘MASCRADE 2022’, Mr Naidu asserted that sharing of ideas,
experiences and sharing of
views in formulating a more
effective legislation with implementation is required to
create awareness and industry to play a critical role in
this. “Transformation of the
system, society, governance,
is required for the happiness
of the people and is required
to create awareness among
the consumers,” he added,

Former Vice President of
India also stated that it is imperative to protect the rights
of the consumers. “Consumer awareness has to be taken
as a mission with a passion
for the sake of the nation
and then the real change will
come,” stated Mr Naidu.
India, he said that is on the
move and one of the fastest
growing economies in the
world and we must all join
together to end the menace
of counterfeiting and smuggling.
Sandeep Kumar, Member,
Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs said,
“Due to technology advancements, the industry
today has the opportunity
to create tools that can empower consumers to take on
smuggling and counterfeiting. This, along with strong
enforcement can make a big
difference on the ground.
The fight against illicit trade
has to become a mass movement.”
Sanjiv Mehta, President,

FICCI, said, “Strong cooperation between different
stakeholders and innovative action is required to free
India of illicit trade. Smuggling and counterfeiting is
all-pervasive and industry,
government and society
directly bear its brunt.” He
further added that consumer
Protection Act is a steppingstone towards empowering

the consumers.
Anil Rajput, Chairman,
FICCI CASCADE said,
“Smuggling is the deadliest
form of Illicit Trade. Besides
causing severe damage to
the exchequer, in the form
of loss of revenue, proliferating terrorism by allowing
terror groups to get funds,
and impacting consumer
health and safety, it also

leads to large scale unemployment by exporting jobs
out of the country.
Emphasizing on the role of
consumers he said, “While
consumer rights are important as it safeguards their
interests, I strongly believe
that consumer duties are
equally significant as it
indicates that they have a
specific responsibility to-

Analysis

Piyush Goyal calls for intensive
efforts to save and promote
ideals of multilateralism
tdg network

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal called
for intensive efforts to save
and promote multilateralism. He was delivering his
opening statement at the
G20 Trade, Investment and
Industry Ministerial Meeting that is underway in Bali,
Indonesia. He expressed
concern that if multilateralism was imperilled, the
world would not be left with
many forums to promote
dialogue and diplomacy and
thus free trade would suffer.
The Minister reiterated
that India stood firmly with
the Indonesian Presidency
in its efforts to achieve an
outcome based on consensus
reflecting the collective commitment of all nations for a

•

•

•

•

•

Minister calls for a consensus-based outcome document for the Ministerial, particularly on agenda and
priorities related to trade and investment
Goyal urges G20 to commit to positive and timely
discussions on TRIPS waiver extension to COVID 19
diagnostics and therapeutics
Fisheries negotiations and permanent solution to
public stockholding and e-commerce moratorium
deserve the urgent attention of the Ministerial: Piyush Goyal
Goyal seeks collective solutions to strengthen resilient
global supply chains amidst geopolitical and pandemic-driven disruptions
Minister calls for promoting healthy and sustainable
way of living based on PM Modi’s call for Lifestyle for
Environment (LIFE)

fair, transparent and rulesbased multilateral trading
system
Emphasizing that India
believes that multilateralism is the cornerstone for
managing and facilitating

global trade, the Minister
welcomed the outcomes
of WTO MC12. He urged
the G20 to commit itself to
positive and timely discussions on important areas
mandated by the MC12 in-

cluding WTO reforms and
extension of TRIPS waver
to cover the production and
supply of COVID 19 diagnostics and therapeutics within
the agreed timeframe of 6
months. He also asked members to be conscious that our
fisheries negotiations and a
permanent solution to public
stockholding, a permanent
solution to e-commerce
moratorium amongst other
agendas required their urgent attention and decisions.
The Minister observed that
in the wake of the pandemic
and other recent geopolitical developments, the world
had witnessed disruptions in
supply chains. There was an
urgent need to address these
challenges, he said.
Expressing grave concern
over climate change he called
for promoting a healthy

and sustainable way of living based on traditions and
values of conservation and
moderation. In this regard,
the ‘LIFE’ approach, that is,
‘Lifestyle For Environment’
proposed by the Prime Minister, Narendra Modi can
prove to be an effective tool
in promoting sustainable
lifestyles and enhancing environmental sustainability,
he opined.
He called upon all members to show utmost flexibility and draw from the experience at the WTO MC12 in
June where significant progress to promote equitable
and fair trade was achieved.
There was significant support to India’s position and
many members expressed
the desire to see outcomes,
and aligned with India’s
proposal

Analysis

Indian Railways prioritizes early
completion of Railway Track projects
tdg network

Indian Railways has been
working in the pursuit of
reducing the unit cost of logistics to minimum. Of late,
rail infrastructure projects
related with Railway tracks
have been given big push
and as a result, a trend is
clearly visible. Progress of
Railway track projects i.e.
New Lines, Gauge conversion and multi-tracking
(doubling/tripling) has shot
up almost three times in the
period April-September (till
date) vis-a-vis last year.
During this Financial Year
till 21st September 2022,
Railways has completed
1353 track Kilometres
(TKM) of New lines, Gauge
conversion and multi track-

•

•

Already completed 1352 Route Kilometres (New
Lines/Gauge Conversion/ Multi tracking) in this Financial Year
Accomplishes three times of the work completed for
the same period during the last financial year

ing projects. Another 150
TKM is likely to be added
in the month of September
itself. Combined figure is
more than three times of
the last year’s figures for
the same period during the
last financial year. Last year,
482 TKM was completed
till 30th September, 2021.
During this Financial Year
till date, 42 TKM of New
Line, 28 TKM of Gauge
Conversion and 1283 TKM
of multi tracking has been
completed. However, during last financial year (till

September 2021), only 4
TKM of Gauge conversion and 478 TKM of Multi
tracking was achieved. No
progress in the new lines
was achieved during corresponding period.

Majors sections
commissioned are:
Doubling/ multi tracking: Daund-Gulbarga (225
Km) – Golden Quadrilateral
route of Mumbai-Chennai,
Vijayawada-Gudivada-Bhimavaram (221 Km) Doubling – AP, Secunderabad-

Mahbubnagar doubling (85
Km) – Telangana.
Gauge conversion: MansiSaharsa-Purnea (169 Km) –
Bihar, Mavli-Badi Sadri (82
Km) - Rajasthan.
New line: BhadrachallamSattupalli (56 Km) – Telangana.
During 2022-23, total capex allocated for New Line/
Doubling/ Gauge Conversion in 2022-23 is Rs.
67000 Crores (BE). Actual
expenses till August 2022 is
Rs. 20075 Crores. In 202122, total capex allocated
for New Line/ Doubling/
Gauge Conversion in 202122 was Rs. 45465 Crores
(BE). Actual Expenses till
August 2021 was Rs.15,281
Crores.
It is to be noted that in
New L i n e/ D o ub l i n g /

Gauge Conversion, 2904
km was achieved against
target of 2400 Km during 2021-22 which was the
highest ever commissioning
(excluding DFC). Target for
current year is 2500 TKM.
Various steps being taken
by the Government for effective and speedy implementation of rail projects
include (i) substantial increase in allocation of funds
on priority projects (ii) delegation of powers at field
level (iii) close monitoring
of progress of project at various levels, and (iv) regular
follow-up with State Governments and concerned
authorities for expeditious
land acquisition, forestry
and wildlife clearances and
for resolving other issues
pertaining to projects

wards the society and other
consumers. This shared responsibility will most certainly lower the detrimental
impact of illicit trade.”
Arun Chawla, Director
General, FICCI said that
illicit activity, whether it is
counterfeiting, smuggling,
is a bane for society as a
whole. The drive against
counterfeiting and illicit

trade is gaining momentum.
FICCI CASCADE is fully
committed to contributing
its bit to this noble cause, he
added.
During the event, FICCI
CASCADE-TARI report
‘Illicit Markets: A Threat
to Our National Interests’
was released. The study examines the size and scale of
illicit market in five key Indian industries and assesses
its impact on individual industries, employment, government tax collection, and
the overall economy.
According to the study, illicit market in 5 Key Indian
industries, including mobile phones, FMCG-household and personal goods,
FMCG-packaged foods,
tobacco products, and alcoholic beverages is valued
at Rs 2,60,094 crore. The
combined FMCG industry
— household and personal
goods, and packaged foods
— accounts for 3/4th of the
total illicit value of goods in
these industries. The study

finds that illicit trade leads
to an estimated legitimate
employment loss of 15.96
lakh, with the combined
FMCG industry accounting for about 68.5% of job
losses.
The estimated tax loss to
the government due to illicit
goods in these industries is
Rs 58,521 crore, with two
highly regulated and taxed
industries, tobacco products,
and alcoholic beverages, accounting for nearly 49% of
the overall tax loss.
In terms of the percentage
of the illicit market, the FMCG-household and personal goods industry is ahead
of the other four sectors at
34.25%. This means that
out of every 100 household
and personal goods, nearly
34 were traded illegally. The
sector is followed by FMCGpackaged foods industry at
25.09%, tobacco products
industry at 20.04%, alcoholic beverages industry at
19.87%, and mobile phones
industry at 7.56%.

Analysis

Sign Language Day will be
celebrated tomorrow by Ministry
of Social Justice and Empowerment
tdg network

Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre
(ISLRTC), New Delhi under
the aegis of DEPwD (Divyangjan), Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment,
Govt. of India will be celebrating Sign Language Day-2022
on 23rd September 2022 at
C.D. Deshmukh Auditorium,
India International Centre
(IIC), New Delhi.
Ever since the United Nations declared 23rd September as the International Day
of Sign Languages, the ISLRTC celebrates it every year
on 23rd September. This year
National Implementation
Committee (NIC) chaired
by Home Minister inter-alia
approved the event – “Sign
Language Day” on 23rd Sep,
2022 to be conducted and
celebrated by Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment” (Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities), under “Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav” celebration. On the occasion of this
milestone celebration, all the
NIs under DEPwD/CRCs/
RCs/Associated NGOs/Deaf
Schools have been advised to
conduct various activities
to celebrate Sign Language
Day within and outside their
respective organizations to
have maximum public outreach (maximum Jan Bhagidhari). DEPwD and ISLRTC
are making all the possible
efforts to bring more citizens,
stakeholders, service providing agencies, Deaf schools,
NGOs, activists, Deaf leaders, educators, researchers
etc. together into the fold
of the Sign Language Day
in order to create positive
awareness about Indian Sign
Language among all sections
of our society.
As per the plan of action, approximately 3,200 organizations/ institutions have been
roped in for celebrating Sign
Language Day-2022 under
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.
The objective of the Sign Language Day celebration at large
scale is to sensitize the general

public about the importance
of Indian sign languages, and
the information and communication accessibility for persons with hearing disabilities.
Sign language not only plays
an important role in educating people, but also is vital in
creating employment and vocational training for persons
with hearing disabilities.
The theme of this year Sign
Language Day-2022 is “Sign
Languages Unite us”. As per
WFD, on this Day, together
we sign onto a declaration of
support for sign languages
as an essential human right
for deaf people, and sign for
human rights! On this day,
collective efforts of deaf communities, governments, and
civil society representatives
are made to recognize and
promote the different national sign languages around
the world. Minister of Social
Justice & Empowerment, Km.
Pratima Bhoumik will be the
Chief Guest and Minister of
State for Ministry of Education, Smt. Annpurna Devi
will be the Guest of Honour.
Sh. Rajesh Aggrawal, Secretary, DEPwD, and Sh. Rajesh
Yadav, Joint Secretary, DEPwD & Director, ISLRTC, and
Sh. A.S. Narayanan, President, National Association of
Deaf will also grace the occasion.During the programme,
the following materials will
be launched:
Launch of Indian Sign
Language Dictionary App:
ISLRTC launched the Indian
Sign Language Dictionary
(ISL Dictionary) on 17 February 2021. This dictionary
is being used by deaf people,
special teachers, parents
of deaf children, linguists,
researchers, interpreters
etc. and its popularity is increasing day by day. Now
to make this ISL dictionary
easily available and more
accessible, ISLRTC entered
into a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with
Federal Institute of Science
and Technology (FISAT),
Kerala for the development
of the Indian Sign Language
Dictionary APP, which resulted in the creation of an

APP known as Sign Learn
which will be launched during the programme.|
Launch of e-content of
NCERT Class 6 books in Indian Sign Language jointly
developed by ISLRTC and
NCERT: ISLRTC signed an
MoU with National Council
of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) on 06th
October, 2020 for converting NCERT textbooks from
Class I to XII into Indian Sign
Language (digital format) to
make the textbooks accessible
to children with hearing disabilities. This year class VI of
NCERT textbooks has been
completed and e-Content in
ISL thereof will be launched
during the programme.
Under Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav, the Centre has
converted selected book of
National Book Trust’s on
Veergatha series in ISL. During the programme, e-content
in Indian Sign Language
thereof will also be launched.
With the joint effort of
ISLRTC and NCERT, a total of 500 academic words
have been developed in Indian Sign Language. These
academic words have been
selected from NCERT textbooks. Educational terms in
Indian sign language have
been developed by deaf experts and whose validity has
also been established by the
deaf community. These 500
academic words are words
used at the secondary level,
which are often used in history, science, political science, mathematics. During
the programme, 500 new
Academics Terms of Indian
Sign Language will also be
launched.
The Centre conducted 5th
Indian Sign Language Competition, 2022 – a nationallevel competition held for
students with hearing disabilities and interpreters.
The students have showcased
their creativity and knowledge by participating in the
competition. All the winners
of the 5th ISL competition
will be distributed trophy
and certificate during the
programme.

10 world
top of the day
another quake
rocks mexico,
two killed

Mexico City: Mexico
was jolted by another
massive earthquake of
6.8 magnitudes, days
after the 7.7 hit here,
where at least two
people were reportedly
killed. “Notable quake,
preliminary info: M 6.8 46 km SSW of Aguililla,
Mexico,” US Geological
Survey tweeted today.
Earlier on Monday, an
earthquake of magnitude 7.7 jolted the
southwestern coast of
Mexico on Monday that
killed two people. One
person died in a shopping centre in Manzanillo in the western
state of Colima after
a fence fell, the city’s
mayor said.

south korea
ranks 11th in
billionaires

Seoul: Last year, the
number of millionaires,
people with assets
worth more than USD
1 million (about 1.394
billion won), was 1.29
million. The global investment bank “Credit
Suisse” released the
“Global Wealth Report
2022” on the 20th. The
figure increased by
116,000 from 1.174
million in 2020. Based
on assets, 1,043,000
Korean adults were
included in the “Global
Top 1%,” and 18.483
million adults were
included in the “Global
Top 10%.

danish queen
tests positive
for covid-19

Copenhagen: The
82-year-old Danish
head of state got infected with Covid shortly
after her return from
the state funeral of her
third cousin Queen
Elizabeth II in London
on Monday. Queen
Margrethe II has tested
positive for Covid-19 for
the second time this
year. After the death of
the UK’s longest-serving monarch Queen
Elizabeth II, Denmark’s
Queen Margrethe II is
now Europe’s longestserving monarch.

china’s
former justice
minister
jailed for life
Beijing: China’s
former Justice Minister
and top public security
official, Fu Zhenghua
on Thursday, was given
a death sentence with
a two-year reprieve for
corruption and abuse
of power. Intermediate People’s court in
Changchun of Jilin
province declared the
order. Earlier, Fu had
also served as head of
the Beijing Municipal
Public Security Bureau,
vice-minister of public
security, and minister
of justice. According to
prosecutors, as quoted
by Fu took advantage of
his official authority or
position to seek gains
for others regarding
business operations,
official positions and
legal cases, in return
for which he illegally
accepted money and
gifts either directly or
through his relatives.
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u.s.-un partnership

video address

UN
Zelenskyy demands punishment for Biden,
chief discuss
Russia’s Ukraine war in Un address Ukraine war,
TDG NETWORK
New York

U

krainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky y de m a n de d
punishment for Russia for
the war in Ukraine, which
has left thousands of people
killed, displaced millions,
and reduced towns to rubble.
During a video address on
Wednesday to the United
Nations General Assem-

bly, Zelenskyy called for a
special tribunal to punish
Russia for its aggression. “A
crime has been committed
against Ukraine, and we demand just punishment,” he
told the UN body. “Ukraine
demands punishment for
trying to steal our territory,”
Zelenskyy said. “Punishment for the murders of
thousands of people. Punishment for the tortures and
humiliations of women and
men,” he added.

Zelenskiy’s address to
world leaders came after
Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered a partial
military mobilisation in
Moscow. Russia plans to
conscript around 300,000
troops in an apparent escalation of its Ukraine invasion that began in February
this year.
A special tribunal should
be created to punish Russia
for the crime of aggression
against our state Russia

morality police

should pay for this war with
its assets,” the Ukrainian
president said further in the
video message.
Earlier, President Vladimir Putin announced that
he had signed a decree on
partial mobilisation in Russia amid the ongoing war
in Ukraine. “In order to
protect our homeland, its
sovereignty, and territorial
integrity, and to ensure the
security of our people and
those in the liberated ter-

ritories, I consider it necessary to support the proposal
of the Ministry of Defense
and the General Staff to conduct partial mobilisation
in the Russian Federation,”
he said during a national
address.Referendums on
joining Russia will be held
in the Donetsk and Lugansk People’s Republics,
as well as the Kherson and
Zaporozhye regions in eastern Ukraine, on September
23–27.

rights abuse

Protests in Iran intensify UN experts
over death of Mahsa Amini demand

accountability
for Mahsa
Amini’s
death in Iran

TDG NETWORK
Tehran

The ongoing protests in
Iran intensified on Wednesday as demonstrators
hurled stones over security
forces following the death
of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini days after detention by
Iran’s morality police, a USbased media report said.
The protesters burned vehicles and chanted anti-government slogans as the oppression against strict dress
codes for women continued
in Iran.
Citing the Iranian state
media, CBS reported that
police used tear gas and arrested to disperse crowds
of up to 1,000 people on
Wednesday as street rallies
spread to 15 cities.
As per Al Jazeera, Mahsa
Amini, 22, was on a visit
to Tehran with her family
when she was detained by
the specialist police unit.
During detention after
some time, she suffered a
heart attack and was immediately taken to hospital
with the cooperation of the
emergency services.

The protesters burned vehicles and chanted anti-government
slogans.

“Unfortunately, she died
and her body was transferred to the medical examiner’s office,” state television
said on Friday, reported Al
Jazeera. The announcement
came a day after Tehran police confirmed Amini had
been detained with other
women for “instruction”
about the rules.
Following the death of
22-year-old- Mahsa Amini,
several women protesters
cut their hair and burnt hijabs to protest against the
mandatory veiling of women.
Following the incident
that sparked fury on social
media, Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi ordered the

interior minister to open an
inquiry into the case.
Amini’s death comes amid
growing controversy both
inside and outside Iran over
the conduct of the morality
police, known formally as
the Gasht-e Ershad (Guidance Patrol). The mandatory dress code, which applies to all nationalities and
religions, not just Iranian
Muslims, requires women
to conceal their hair and
neck with a headscarf, reported Al Jazeera.
Over the decades, women
have increasingly pushed
back, particularly in the big
cities, wearing their headscarves far back on their
heads to reveal their hair.

lawsuit filed

Trump, his children sued
for fraud in New York
TDG NETWORK
New York

The New York state attorney general on Wednesday
(local time) filed a lawsuit
against former President
Donald Trump, three of his
children and the Trump
Organization for allegedly
making himself enriched
after over a decade lasting
fraud, as per media reports.
Attorney General Letitia
James, a Democrat, alleged
in a 200-page lawsuit the
fraud touched all aspects
of the Trump business, including its properties and
golf courses, CNN reported. As per the lawsuit, the
Trump Organization deceived lenders, insurers and
tax authorities by inflating
the value of his properties
using misleading appraisals.
“This conduct cannot
be brushed aside and dismissed as some sort of goodfaith mistake,” James said
during a press conference in
New York. “The statements
of financial condition were
greatly exaggerated, grossly
inflated, objectively false,
and therefore fraudulent
and illegal. And as a result
of that we are seeking relief,
and Mr Trump, the Trump
Organization, his family - they should all be held
accountable,” she said, as
per CNN. Among Trump’s
children, Donald Trump

Former US President Donald Trump.

Jr., Eric Trump and Ivanka
Trump, are named as defendants in the lawsuit. Apart
from that, Allen Weisselberg, former CFO for the
Trump Organization, and
Jeff McConney, another
longtime company executive, are also named.
The lawsuit further stated:
“These acts of fraud and
misrepresentation were
similar in nature, were committed by upper management at the Trump Organization as part of a common
endeavour for each annual

Statement, and were approved at the highest levels
of the Trump Organization
- including by Mr Trump
himself.”
CNN reported that as part
of the lawsuit, James is seeking USD 250 million in allegedly ill-gotten funds and
to permanently bar Trump
and the children named in
the lawsuit from serving
as the director of a business registered in New York
state. She is also seeking to
cancel the Trump Organization’s corporate certificate.

tdg network
GENEVA

UN experts on Thursday
strongly condemned the
death of 22-year-old Mahsa
Amini, who died in police
custody after her arrest for
allegedly failing to comply
with Iran’s strict rules on
women’s dress by wearing
an “improper hijab”.
In a press statement, the
UN Human Rights Office
said the experts also denounced the violence directed against peaceful protesters and human rights
defenders demanding accountability for Amini’s
death in cities across the
country by Iranian security
forces,
They urged the Iranian
authorities to avoid further
unnecessary violence and
to immediately stop the use
of lethal force in policing
peaceful assemblies.
“We are shocked and deeply saddened by the death of
Amini. She is another victim
of Iran’s sustained repression and systematic discrimination against women and
the imposition of discriminatory dress codes that deprive
women of bodily autonomy
and the freedoms of opinion,
expression and belief,” the
experts said.
Iranian morality police arrested Amini on September
13 for what was described
as wearing an “improper
hijab”. Reports indicate she
was severely beaten by members of the morality police
during her arrest and transfer to the Vozara Detention
Centre.
Amini fell into a coma at
the detention centre and died
in hospital on September 16.
Iranian authorities said she
died of a heart attack, and
claimed her death was from
natural causes. However,
some reports suggested that
Amini’s death resulted from
alleged torture and ill-treatment, the experts said.
“We strongly condemn
the use of physical violence
against women and the denial of fundamental human
dignity when enforcing
compulsory hijab policies
ordained by State authorities,” the experts said.
“We call on the Iranian authorities to hold an independent, impartial, and prompt
investigation into Amini’s
death, make the findings
of the investigation public
and hold all perpetrators accountable.”

S i n c e S e p t e mb e r 16,
thousands have taken to
the streets in many cities,
including Tehran, Ilam,
Isfahan, Kermanshah, Mahabad, Saqez, Sanandaj,
Sari and Tabriz to demand
accountability for the death
of Amini and to put an end
to violence and discrimination against women in Iran,
particularly compulsory
veiling for women.
The peaceful protests have
been met with excessive use
of force, including birdshot
by Iranian security forces,
the experts said. According
to reports, at least eight individuals, including a woman
and a 16-year-old child, have

Iranian morality
police arrested
Amini for what was
described as wearing
an ‘improper hijab’.
Reports indicate she
was severely beaten
by members of the
morality police.
been killed, dozens more injured and arrested.
Following the protests,
prolonged internet disruptions have been reported
in Tehran, Kurdistan provinces, and other parts of the
country since September 19.
This is the third widespread
internet shutdown recorded in Iran over the past 12
months, according to UN
Human Rights Office.
“Disruptions to the internet are usually part of a
larger effort to stifle the free
expression and association
of the Iranian population,
and to curtail ongoing protests. State mandated internet disruptions cannot be
justified under any circumstances,” the experts said,
warning against a further
escalation of crackdown
against civil society, human
rights defenders and peaceful protesters.
“Over the past four decades, Iranian women have
continued to peacefully protest against the compulsory
hijab rules and the violations of their fundamental
human rights,” the experts
said, urging authorities in
the country to heed the legitimate demands of women
who want their fundamental human rights respected.

Black Sea
grain deal
TDG NETWORK
New York

US President Joe Biden held discussions with UN SecretaryGeneral Antonio Guterres on Wednesday on issues including
the Russia-Ukraine War and the Black Sea grain deal.
“President Joseph R. Biden Jr. met today with United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres during the UN
General Assembly in New York.”The leaders reaffirmed
the strong partnership
between the United States
and the United Nations,”
the White House said in a
statement about the meeting at UN headquarters
during the General Assembly in New York. The
statement further added
that both the leaders discussed the issues facing
the UN, including Russia’s
special military operation
in Ukraine, which is a clear
threat to the core tenets of
the UN Charter and its im- US President Joe Biden meets
pact on the broader inter- U n i t e d N a t i o n s S e c re t a r y General Antonio Guterres.
national community.
“The President thanked
Secretary-General Guterres for his leadership in working to
establish the Black Sea Grain Initiative.”They also reaffirmed
the continued need for global action to address the global climate and food security crises,” the statement reads.
After meeting the UN Secretary-General, Biden updated his
Twitter account and wrote, “I joined UN Secretary-General
@Antonio Guterres to reaffirm the partnership between the
U.S. and the United Nations.”We discussed the threat of Russia’s war in Ukraine with the UN Charter and global community and the need for swift action to address climate and
food insecurity.”
Before the bilateral meeting with Guterres, Biden said,
“Progress is being made. It’s really positive, particularly with
you stepping in to access grain out of Ukraine and Russia.
And but I believe there is so much more we can do. We’re prepared. And what I was suggesting wasn’t hyperbole. “There
are I believe that the world’s great polluters, like ours, owe an
obligation to the nations suffering the consequences of global
warming.”

‘do selection on merit’

Won’t let Nawaz Sharif
decide selection of Pak
army chief: Imran Khan
TDG NETWORK
Islamabad

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief and former Prime Minister Imran Khan on Wednesday warned that he would not
let Nawaz Sharif decide the selection of the Chief of the Army
Staff (COAS) and reiterated his demand that the selection
should be done on merit.
“The army chief should be selected on “merit” and the
“thieves” should never be allowed to undertake the task,”
Imran Khan said while addressing a lawyers’ convention in Lahore, reported The
Nation. He also announced
that the party would begin its
‘Haqeeqi Azadi’ movement on
Saturday, “I will give a call and
we will get our country liberated in real terms,” said Khan.
Imran’s announcement
comes after the incumbent
government of Pakistan
beefed up security arrangements in Red Zone areas of Former Pakistan Prime
Islamabad, saying that “some Minister Imran Khan.
people were headed towards
Islamabad to have their political demands accepted”.
In his address yesterday, the PTI chief again said that those
“issuing threats from unknown numbers” should be threatened back -- something he had first mentioned in his speech
in Chakwal on Monday, reported The Nation.
Earlier on Monday, while addressing a rally in Chakwal,
PTI Chief said that when he says that the army chief should
be selected on merit, it means Pakistan People’s Party and
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz should not get to select the
next COAS as they are the most corrupt people and do not
rely on merit.
“Army chief should be appointed on merit and I believe
only those nations prosper which follow merit. DG ISPR,
you should have got me right about [army chief appointment
comments],” said Imran while referring to his controversial
remarks that angered the military.
“So if you want a prosperous Pakistan, the country that
Quaid-e-Azam and Allama Iqbal had dreamed of, you must
come out when I give the call,” said Imran Khan.
He criticised the incumbent government for its economic
policies, saying the rupee had greatly depreciated against the
dollar and caused inflation and unemployment to soar. He
alleged that while the poor people were suffering, the wealth
of those in the government was increasing.
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rights ABUSES

DEVASTATED BY DELUGE

UK rights envoy raises concern on
‘grave’ oppression of Afghan women
TDG Network
Kabul

A

s human rights
violations continue
to take place in Afghanistan, Britain’s Human
Rights Ambassador, Rita
French, condemned the
suppression of women in
Afghanistan and said that
the condition for women
and girls in the country is
deteriorating and the community is subjected to grave
oppression.
She stated that Afghan
women had been severely
restricted from enjoying
their human rights, according to Khaama Press.
“Women in Afghanistan
are confined to their houses
and are the only people in
the world who are not allowed to attend secondary
school,” French said, voicing concerns about Afghan
women.

The condition for women and girls in the country is deteriorating and the community is subjected
to grave oppression.

“The UK will continue
strongly championing the
voices of Afghan women
and girls and continue to
provide life-saving support and provide space for
Afghan women’s voices,”
French added, Khaama
Press reported.

The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) released a
recent report, outlining the
human rights situation in
Afghanistan since the Taliban takeover.
The report summarized
UNAMA’s findings with

regards to the protection
of civilians, extrajudicial
killings, torture and illtreatment, arbitrary arrests
and detentions, the rights
of women and girls in Afghanistan, fundamental
freedoms and the situation
in places of detention, ac-

cording to Khaama Press.
The Taliban regime in Afghanistan has drawn heavy
criticism across the world
for a decree banning girls
from schools above grade
six.
The plight of Afghan
women has continued to be
deplorable in the country.
Contrary to the Taliban’s
claims, girls were stopped
from going to school beyond
a sixth grade on March 23
and a decree against the
women’s dress code was issued after a month. There
are restrictions on movement, education and freedom of expression of women posing a threat to their
survival.
Around 80 per cent of
women working in the media have lost their jobs, and
almost 18 million women in
the country are struggling
for health, education and
social rights.

financial crisis

inverted yield curve: recession Concerns grow in South Korea
TDG Network
SEOUL

Short-term interest rates
have recently risen above
long-term interest rates for
the first time since the 2008
financial crisis.
The short-term 3-year interest rates once increased
higher than long-term 10year government bond rates.
Regarding this, concerns over
a recession is growing in the
financial market. In general,

world 11

the yield curve inversion can
be interpreted as a premonitory phenomenon before the
recession. The Bank of Korea
(BOK) explained that it is
because 3-year interest rates
have risen sharply due to the
tightening monetary policies
of the U.S. However, experts
say the yield curve inversion
of long- and short-term interest rates can be prolonged as
concerns over the recession
are growing.
According to the finan-

cial market sources on the
21st, the 3-year government
bond interest rate recorded
3.784per cent at 11:30 a.m. on
the 16th, higher 0.01per cent
than the 10-year bond rate
of 3.774per cent in 14 years
and 2 months since July 18,
2008. On the 20th, the interest rate of the 3-year government bond was 3.823per cent
and the 10-year government
bond was 3.836per cent, but
the interest rate gap between
the 3-year and 10-year bonds

was 0.013per cent, narrowing from the previous day
(0.035per cent). The market
sources are concerned that
this trend could continue
as the 3-year bond rate surpassed the 10-year bond rate
once during the day. In general, a decrease in the long-term
interest rate below the shortterm interest rate is considered a sign of a recession. This
is because the recession usually occurred within 1-2 years
after the short-term interest
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rate surpassed the long-term
rate. According to the BOK,
the 3-year interest rate has
been higher than the 10-year
interest rate only two times
between November 2007
and January 2008 and in July
2008, when the country suffered from the global financial
crisis. From November 2007
to January 2008, there were
37 days when the short-term
interest rate exceeded the
long-term rate, and 10 days
in July 2008.

Flood-hit Pakistanis unhappy
with government response
TDG Network
Islamabad

A majority of Pakistanis are
unhappy with the government’s response to the unprecedented natural disaster
that has ravaged millions of
lives in the cash-strapped
country, according to a survey.
This displeasure was evident in the latest Pattan survey published this week. The
survey was conducted by
community-based activists
at 38 disaster-hit localities of
14 districts of three flood-hit
provinces, the Dawn newspaper reported. As per the
survey, most localities were
unhappy with the performance of state institutions.

People in 92 per cent of locations were forced to leave
their villages and neighbourhoods due to floods, the survey said. After six weeks of
flooding, many families from
15 locations were found living under the open sky on
roads, and without tents.
In 10 locations majority
appeared to have received
‘nothing’, the survey said.
It also said dry ration,
drinking water, soaps, sanitary pads, mosquito nets,
charpoys and blankets appeared to be the topmost
needs. Since June this year,
Pakistan has endured harsh
monsoon weather resulting
in a serious humanitarian
and development crisis.
According to government

estimates, about 33 million
people across the country
have been affected by unrelenting heavy rains and
flooding - the worst in decades. Till date, more than
1,500 people have been
killed and thousands of others have been injured.
More than 400,000 houses have also been destroyed
and over 700,000 are partially damaged. The waters
have claimed hundreds of
thousands of livestock, according to United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP). Millions of acres of
crops and orchards - many
of those ready to harvest have been damaged and destroyed, and the next planting season is threatened.

MEA CULPA

Imran Khan apologises
before HIGH court for
threatening lady judge
TDG Network
Islamabad

Former Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan on Thursday tendered an apology
before the Islamabad High
Court for having threatened
a female judge in his speech
during a rally last month.
As the judiciary adopted
a strict stance and began
considering contempt proceedings, the cricketerturned-politician shed aside
his earlier defiance and ap-
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peared before the court with
a promise that he would
never repeat such acts. Khan
also promised to apologise
in person to the lady judge
Zeba Chaudhary, whom he
had allegedly threatened in
his speech in a rally in August, according to Pakistani
daily The Dawn. The court
deferred contempt proceedings against Khan following
the apology, the publication
reported.
“I apologise if I crossed any
line. It won’t happen again.
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I never intended to hurt the
sentiments of the court,”
the former prime minister
and chief of the Pakistan
Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI) party
said in his submission, according to media reports.
Khan also assured the court
that he would never commit
“such an act again,” Pakistani newspaper The Nation
reported.
The Islamabad HC was set
to frame charges against the
former prime minister during the hearing,
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BRAIN-PICKING

REDEFINING BEAUTY

Kawahijen Volcano

Members
of the
Transgender
community
pose while
walking the
ramp during
Miss Chennai
Transwoman
2022 beauty
pageant, in
Chennai on
Wednesday.

Five fascinating things
on Earth you had no idea
existed
As humans, our sensory abilities start working even
before we are born. By the time we turn old, we
come across millions of people and things—some
mundane and some exciting. However, you are
lucky if you get to witness the wonders of the world
and come across things that are exquisite and manage to blow your mind. Here are five fascinating
things on earth that you had no idea existed.

Indonesian volcano spews
bright blue lava.
This volcano in Indonesia is remarkable
for its blue lava. Its name is the Kawahijen
Volcano. Technically, the lava in itself isn’t blue. The
fascinating colouration comes from high quantities
of sulphuric gas that emerge along with the lava.
When the gas catches fire, it burns with a bright
blue hue that makes the lava appear to be blue.

Vantablack is the darkest
known substance
What do you think is the darkest thing in
the world, black hair, the night sky, or a
black cat? Well, the darkest thing in the universe is
a substance called Vantablack. It is a nanomaterial
that is darker than any other substance. It was developed in the UK in 2015 and is a collection of vertical carbon tubes that are “grown” on a substrate.
When a human eye looks at Vantablack, it technically sees nothing because Vantablack absorbs 99.98%
of the light falling on its surface.

Aerogel looks like a slice of
cloud.
Aerogel is made up of gel and gas; therefore, it is an ultra-light material. It is also
known as ‘frozen smoke’ or ‘solid cloud ‘because
of its appearance. There are a lot of varieties of
aerogels, but the process of making all of them is
the same: mix different chemicals, let them settle
into a wet gel, and then suck the entire liquid out.
Now what is left is air, so aerogel is a substance of
extremely low density that is 99% air.

Blue angel sea slug looks
like an alien.
Ever seen a beautiful sea creature looking like an alien? GlaucusAtlanticus is a
species of sea slug, also known as the “blue angel”.
It is as rare as it is beautiful and is only found on the
coasts of South Africa and Australia. Well, no matter how beautiful it looks, it is very dangerous. It is
carnivorous and feeds on other sea creatures.

Bismuth is an element with
a psychedelic surface.
Remember the chemical element Bismuth from your high school chemistry
class? Do you know it has a colourful and iridescent
appearance? Bismuth has a unique “stair step”
growth pattern in which the outer edges form more
quickly than the inner areas. This looks like a psychedelic surface, which is amazing to look at.
— apoorva chaudhary

ACHIEVEMENT

UN awards India’s
large-scale initiative
against hypertension
TDG Network
New Delhi

In a significant achievement and recognition of the
country’s efforts against hypertension, India has won a
UN award for its “India Hypertension Control Initiative
(IHCI),” a large-scale hypertension intervention under
the National Health Mission.
In an official release, the
Government of India (GOI)
said IHCI has been recognised for its exceptional
work within India’s existing
primary healthcare system.
A collaborative initiative
of the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare, the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), State
Governments and the World

Health Organization-India,
IHCI has won the ‘2022 UN
Interagency Task Force and
WHO Special Programme
on Primary Health Care
Award’ at the UN General
Assembly side event held on
21 September in New York,
US.
According to the release,
the significance of the initiative can be adjudged from the
fact that one in four adults in
India has high blood pressure. It stated that controlling hypertension at the
primary care level will aid in
the reduction of deaths from
heart attacks, strokes, and
kidney failure.
The UN Task Force has
identified organisations
which have a multisectoral
approach.

If I die
surrounded
by Chinese
officials...
too much
artificial. I
prefer dying
in this country
with free
democracy.

ANI

— DALAI LAMA
Tibetan spiritual leader, remarks during a two-day dialogue
with youth leaders.

QUIRKY

Richa, Ali’s quirky
wedding invite goes viral
TDG Network
New Delhi

R

icha Chadha and
Ali Fazal’s wedding
preparations are in
full swing. On Wednesday,
a picture of the couple’s
wedding invite went viral.
The wedding invite features a kitschy rendition
of both Richa Chadha and
Ali Fazal riding bicycles.
The invite is designed in the
shape of a matchbox, and
the text printed on it reads
“Couple Matches.”
The duo’s friend Puneet
Gupta has designed the invite.
Puneet Gupta, Richa and
Ali’s friend who designed
the card, said, “The Save
the Date is about celebrating being an 80’s kid and
taking inspiration from
vintage Indian poster art.
It is also kind of interesting
to do a very different and
quirky take on the couple

#Gymkhana

Cricket fans go berserk while
purchasing tickets for IND-AUS
match, netizens react

Richa Chadha and Ali Fazal's wedding invite.

along with a retro twist and
a touch of Bollywood. “
Richa and Ali are expected to get married on 4 October.
Their wedding festivities
will begin on 30 September.
There are likely to be three
pre-wedding functions—
cocktail, sangeet, and mehendi. All three functions,

as revealed by our source,
are likely to be held in New
Delhi. Although the outfit
Richa is going to be wearing for her wedding isn’t
known to us yet, the jewellery has been picked from
Bikaner.
For the Delhi functions,
the actress’ jewellery is
being custom-made by a

175-year-old jeweller family from Bikaner. The Khajanchi family are a revered
family of jewellers who are
known for their statement
heirloom pieces, and they
will be designing signature
pieces for Richa.
Richa and Ali first met on
the sets of ‘Fukrey’ in 2012
and soon fell in love.

SOCIAL CAUSE

Durga Puja pandal to highlight struggles
of transgenders
TDG Network
Darjeeling

At a time when the Aadhaar
authority accepts transgender cards as valid documents
but quite a few people discriminate against the transgender community, a Durga
puja organiser in Siliguri is
setting up a pandal to highlight the struggles of the
community.
The Sashtika Yubak Sangha has taken ‘Transgender
rights’ as its Durga Puja
theme.
Durga Puja is the largest
festival in West Bengal. In
North Bengal alone, more
than 2000 pujas are organised, including 652 pujas in
Siliguri itself, which comes
under the Darjeeling district and is considered the

gateway of the Northeastern
states.
This year as well, the organisers are gearing up with
colourful pandals, wonderful lighting and theme-based
Durga idols to attract more
and more Puja lovers.
At that time, Sashtika
Yubak Sangha, a popular
Durga puja organiser in Siliguri, based its theme on the
transgender community to
highlight the struggles and
neglect of the community.
Bappa Paul, the Secretary of the Sashtika Durga
Puja Committee, said, “We
are giving out a message by
highlighting the issues of
transgenders. The transgender community did not
get due respect. People use to
neglect them or avoid them
during festivals. So we have

Transgender community in India.

decided that we are going to
highlight their issues in the
pandal and will try to send
a message that they are also
part of our society. “
Maina Kinnar, a transgender, welcomed this decision
and called upon civil society
to accept the community.
“Sometimes people accept

us, but sometimes they reject us. It is not easy for the
transgender community.
People should give us the
minimum respect. We welcome the decision taken by a
club of Siliguri for highlighting our issues. Civil society
should come forward and
accept us,” Maina said.

Four people were injured after a stampede broke out at
Gymkhana grounds following a stampede which happened after massive amount of cricket fans gathered to
purchase tickets for the third T20I match between India
and Australia.
After the incident, netizens took to Twitter to react to
the incident. One of the users said, “When people fell
down instead of helping them how can police behave
like this?”
Second user said, “Why tickets were only arranged at
Gymkhana grounds ? Why not multiple areas ? Tickets
could have been sold at multiple areas at different parts
of the city with temporary outlets along with GHMC
cooperation.”
Third user added, “Hydrabad is known as cyber and
IT city and they are selling tickets offline, why? Because
the can do corruption in offline sell?”
The third T20I stadium between India and Australia
will take place in Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium,
Hyderabad on 25 September.
A huge crowd had come to the Gymkhana grounds to
purchase tickets. A large queue of fans was captured
waiting to get their hands on tickets. But the situation
soon turned out of control and a stampede broke out,
with excited fans coming in excessive numbers and
causing law and order issues. Police lathi-charged to
disperse the massive crowd and restore control.
Coming to the series between these two sides, Australia currently leads it 1-0.
Coming to the first T20I at Mohali, after being put to
bat first by Australia, India lost skipper Rohit Sharma
(11) and Virat Kohli (2) for cheap scores. This left Men in
Blue struggling at 35/2. KL Rahul (55) and Suryakumar
Yadav (46) then stabilised the innings with a 68-run
stand. Then, Hardik Pandya played a brilliant knock of
71* off just 30 balls with seven fours and five sixes to
finish the innings at 208/6.
Pacers Nathan Ellis (3/30) and Josh Hazlewood (2/39)
were the most successful Aussie bowlers.
Chasing 209, openers Aaron Finch (22) and Cameron
Green stitched a quickfire 39-run stand to get Australia
off to a solid start. Green played some really impressive
strokes and stitched a 70-run stand with Steve Smith.

COLLABORATION

Brad Pitt, Sandra Bullock were to play warring ex-spouses in a project?
TDG Network
Washington

Hollywood stars Brad Pitt
and Sandra Bullock once
planned to develop a comedy in which they were
going to play warring exspouses on QVC. However,
the ‘Pitt-Bullock’ comedy
never made it past early development.
It turns out they planned
to do so years ago by developing a comedy in which
they were going to play
warring ex-spouses on
QVC.
The Pitt-Bullock comedy

never made it past early development.
According to Variety,
Bullock’s $105 million romantic comedy ‘The Lost
City’ included a cameo
from Brad Pitt, while Pitt’s
late-summer action tentpole ‘Bullet Train’ featured
a cameo from Bullock.
This year, Pitt and Bullock traded cameo appearances.
“Actually, Sandy [Sandra
Bullock] and I did once try
to develop a whole idea of
a husband and wife team,
who were QVC’s most successful salespeople, but

Brad Pitt and Sandra Bullock

we’re getting a divorce, we
hate each other, and we’re

taking it out on air as we
sell things,” Pitt recently

told Vogue UK. “That’s as
far as we got.”
In a promotional interview for Le Domaine, his
new line of essentials for
genderless skin care, Pitt
mentioned the abandoned
Bullock project.
The Oscar winner
claimed to Vogue that Le
Domaine’s results are visible in his skin.
“I know there are new
products nearly every day
that people are trying to
launch,” Pitt said, “but if
I hadn’t seen a real difference visually in my skin,
we wouldn’t have bothered

[making it].”
Recently, Pitt starred in
Sony’s ‘Bullet Train,’ which
has brought in $96 million
in the United States since
its release in early August.
The action blockbuster has
brought in $222 million
globally.
Pitt’s next project is ‘Babylon,’ the new Paramountbacked thriller from ‘La
La Land’ Oscar winner
Damien Chazelle, in which
he will star alongside
Margot Robbie and Diego
Calva. 25 December marks
the movie’s debut in a few
theatres.
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first Logistics Policy

Synergising Logistics
in India to cut costs
Damini Mehta

On 17 September 2022, the Govern-

ment of India launched the country’s
first National Logistics Policy. While
states such as Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat have launched similar policies in
2018 and 2021 respectively, this is the

first such measure at the national level
to consolidate and address concerns
of the logistics and allied sectors. The
launch of the policy marks a new phase
in India’s push towards synchronised

infrastructural development, one that
aims to integrate its various modal arms
to benefit the citizens and the industry
alike. The policy will bring together a
range of initiatives in infrastructural

development, more specifically transportation, taken over the course of the
past few years and will streamline the
efforts as the country aims to occupy a
greater role in the global economy. The

policy has received appreciation from
industries and academia as a key driver
in removing duplication in efforts and
resources and reducing the cost of logistics in India.

boost to Logistics and infrastructure
Over the course of the past few years, the central government has undertaken several initiatives to upgrade transportation infrastructure
and bring down the cost of logistics. Steps taken
range from upgrading the shipping and road infrastructure through the Sagarmala Project and
Bharatmala Pariyojana respectively to the more
recent Gati Shakti Bill passed in the Parliament
in August 2022. The latter will facilitate setting
up a university and give the required push to
skills and research in infrastructural development. The Sagarmala Project will connect water
ports along the 7,500 km coastline of the country, thereby bringing down the logistical costs
for the movement of domestic cargo. On the other hand, the Bharatmala Pariyojana, launched in

July 2015 along with the Sagarmala Project, involves developing nearly 26,000 km of economic corridors to assist the Golden Quadrilateral
(GQ) and the North-South and East-West (NSEW) corridors. The project includes upgrading
bypasses, elevated corridors, inter-corridors,
and feeder routes, spanning across states at an
estimated cost of Rs. 6.92 lakh crore till 2024.
Other major projects involve setting up 35 multi-modal logistics parks in key industrial cities
across the country at a total cost of Rs. 50,000
crores. The parks will act as nodal centres for
industrial activity and enable seamless freight
movement, increase cost efficiency, and reduce
dependence on imports. National Infrastructure
Pipeline (NIP) launched in 2019 with a five-year

deadline is another key step in boosting infrastructural development in the country through
public-private partnerships. The policy focuses
on using private sector expertise with clear direction from the government for transport, logistics, energy, water, communication, social,
and commercial infrastructure. Several other
measures such as the E-Sanchit (2017) for paperless processing of documents for trading crossborder trading, FASTag, an electronic toll collection system (introduced in 2016 for seamless
payment of toll taxes), the Goods and Services
Tax, and the E-way bill have been introduced
over the years to provide the required support
to boost commercial activity and industrial production.

FASTags are promoting faster payments and increasing efficiency in the road transportation sector.
Source: India Today

The Sagarmala project aims at connecting the water ports along the 7,500 km coastline of the country, reducing the logistical costs for the movement of domestic cargo.
Source: Wikimedia
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Cost Reduction through Integration
The National Logistics Policy streamlines initiatives and provides well-intentioned guidance and policy direction
to the private sector and different arms
of the government for infrastructural
development. Through a well-integrated, reliable, and economical logistics
network, the policy aims to boost the
economic growth and trade competitiveness of the country. The policy has
the intended objective of reducing the
cost of transporting goods and raw materials from one place to another while
ensuring ease of business. Although
India has made large-scale investments
in upgrading basic infrastructure, according to the World Bank Logistics
Performance Index, it has struggled
to improve the overall logistics framework of the country as measured by the
index. From a score of 3.07 (ranked 39
out of 150 countries) in 2007, it reached
a ten-year high of 3.42, ranking 35 out
of 160 countries in 2016. However, both
its score and ranking dropped in 2018
to 3.8 and 44 (out of 160) respectively,
marking a period when the government gave a huge infrastructural boost
through several key projects for roads,
railways and waterways.

Infrastructural development is a
long-term endeavour and investment
done now will have an impact in the
medium and long term. The National
Logistics Policy intends to provide the
required fillip to the sector and the Indian economy for medium and longterm consolidation of government
funding on infrastructure. Through
the policy, the government aims to put
India in the league of countries with
a well-functioning and well-oiled infrastructure and logistics machinery
similar to the developed economies of
Japan or Germany. Both countries rank
among the highest in logistics management and spend less than 8-9 per cent
of their GDP on logistics costs. On the
other hand, India spends nearly 13-14
per cent of its GDP on logistics, a cost,
which if reduced will not only open up
funds for the private sector for capacity
expansion but will also help reduce the
cost of producing goods and services
and improve competitiveness in the domestic and international market. This
shall enable India to increase its exports
by reducing its indirect logistics cost by
10 per cent, amongst other things.
The logistics sector provides jobs

Construction of new highways under the Gatishakti National Master Plan will improve transportation of goods.
Source: Pixabay

A Holistic Approach to Logistics
The National Logistics Policy aims
to reduce logistics costs and will not
only improve efficiency across the
value chain of a product by lowering
the cost of inputs and transportation,
but it will also allow for value addition and greater scope of entrepreneurship and innovation in the most
traditional sectors. Accordingly, the
policy primarily focuses on the transport sector by boosting infrastructure
with assistance from various schemes
such as Sagarmala, Bharatmala, and
PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan.
It will generate employment directly,
as the government invests in infrastructure projects, and indirectly by
creating demand and facilitating the
efficiency of the supply chain.

A technological approach to infrastructural development under the
policy is likely to improve the quality
of employment generated and contribute to enhancing the livelihoods.
Lastly, the policy intends to deal with
the long-standing ill of red-tapism
and bureaucratic delays in government procedure by increasing coordination among ministries, departments, and other stakeholders. It
encompasses and calls for coordination between 20 government agencies directly, and 40 partner government agencies. Other stakeholders
in the policy are expected to include
export promotion councils, shipping
agencies, logistics service providers,
inland container depots, container

freight stations, and an information
technology ecosystem.

Contributing reports by Yuvraaj
Singh Rahal, Junior Research
Associate at Polstrat, Ishani Garg,
Meherin Singh Kalsey, Mihikaa Singal, Sai Manikanta Thota and Sankalp
Mishra, Interns at Polstrat.

On 17 September 2022, PM Modi announced India’s first comprehensive logistics policy.
Source: Realty Plus Magazine

to nearly 22 million people, directly
and indirectly. A boost to the sector,
through a singular policy which offers
greater clarity on regulation, investment, infrastructure expansion, and
geographical footprint of industry and
manufacturing will further increase
employment opportunities in the sector and allied industries. Furthermore,
it encourages innovation in the logistics
sector by allying industry, academia
and government to set up a logistics
Centre of Excellence and promote innovation in the field. Through a unified
logistics interface platform (ULIP) and
Ease of Logistics (E-LogS), the policy focuses on introducing technology in the
logistics ecosystems thereby forming
two fundamental pillars to the same.
ULIP intends to benefit not only the
various government departments and
ministries but also shippers, truckers,
and logistics service providers by enabling information exchange on a realtime basis. Ease of Logistics (E-LogS),
as a central tenet of the policy, will be
developed by the industry department
to allow for digital registration, coordination, and monitoring of the timebound resolution of issues.
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Exclusive

ICC T20 World cup

Zimbabwe named Steve
Kirby as bowling coach
ahead of T20 World Cup

Fate of Taekwondo
in the National
Games in limbo
Manoj Joshi
New Delhi

The hopes of the inclusion of
Taekwondo in the National
Games are not completely
over yet. The organising
committee is also keeping
an eye on the court hearings on disputes related to
Taekwondo. The hearing on

eration of India—as the only
authority, due to repeated interventions by the Handball
Association of
In India, the matter came
into controversy. It is worth
noting that the National
Championship of this sport
was held in Jaipur in March
and the Women’s Championship in Hyderabad in April.

However, Taekwondo is
also included in the list of
six sports that the Indian
Olympic Association sent
to the organisers a few days
ago. With the withdrawal of
handball, the way for Taekwondo seems to be open.
But the final decision in
this regard will be taken
only after the order of the

TDG NETWORK
HARARE

Novak Djokovic

uncertain

Djokovic awaiting
word from on
Australian Open
TDG NETWORK
London

the matter is on Friday. Only
then will the final decision
on the inclusion or removal
of the game be taken.
It has also been learned
from reliable sources that
its organisers have taken a
softer attitude towards Taekwondo since the removal of
handball from these sports.
Although the court had recognised the old body of the
game—the Handball Fed-

sports 15

Eight teams were selected
on the same basis, but their
organisers have decided not
to include them in the final
event as well.
As per the original schedule
of these games, Taekwondo
was to be held in Surat. But
due to a dispute between the
Taekwondo Federation of India, its state association and
Taekwondo India, the sport
got embroiled in controversy.

court. Sources also say that
if the game is made a part
of the National Games, it is
quite possible that the status
of the 2015 National Games
will be restored. That is, the
eight top teams that took part
then should be retained because in whatever national
championship has taken
place after that, many entries
of players have not been received.

21-time Grand Slam champion Novak Djokovic is
uncertain whether he will
play at the Australian Open
or not as he is still awaiting
official word from the tournament organisers.
The Serb had to sit out of
the US Open as he is unvaccinated against COVID-19
and his participation in
the season-opening Grand
Slam depends on the vaccination policy of Australia.
“It is really not in my
hands right now. I am hoping I will get some positive
news,” Djokovic said regarding the issue during the
Laver Cup press conference.

Djokovic is just a win
away from equalising Rafael Nadal has the most
Grand Slam victories.
He was denied a chance
to play in Australia earlier this year and was deported after a long legal
battle. Despite missing out
on opportunities to compete at the highest level,
Djokovic has consistently
maintained that he will
not get vaccinated against
COVID-19 no matter what.
“I do not have any regrets.
I do feel sad that I was not
able to play in the U.S. Open,
but that was a decision that
I made and I knew what the
consequences would be,”
the Serb said during the
press conference.

Zimbabwe Cricket (ZC) on
Thursday confirmed the appointment of Steve Kirby as
the Zimbabwe senior men’s
new bowling coach ahead of
the T20 World Cup, starting
October 16.
Kirby is expected to join
the national team ahead of
the ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup 2022 that starts in Australia next month. Kirby, a
former first-class cricketer,
has, until his latest appointment, been serving as bowling coach at Somerset, one of
the sides that he played for
during his long and successful county career in England.
The 44-year-old also
worked with current Zimbabwe Head Coach Dave
Houghton at Derbyshire.
Commenting on the appointment of Kirby, ZC Director of Cricket Hamilton
Masakadza said in an official
statement released by ZC,
“We are delighted to confirm
Steve as our Bowling Coach
for the senior men’s team.”
“He has done incredibly
well as a player and coach in
county cricket over the years
and, as we seek to continue
strengthening all facets of
our game and improving our
performances at the highest
level, we count ourselves
privileged and fortunate to
have him as part of our technical set-up,” Masakadza
added.

Steve Kirby

Kirby said when the opportunity to join Zimbabwe
came along, he felt it was one
that was too good to ignore.
“I’ve got aspirations to be
the very best coach that I can
be, and international cricket
is something that I really
want to be involved with,”
he said.
“I’ve worked really well
with Dave Houghton previously when we were at
Derbyshire, and when this
position presented itself,
I felt that I couldn’t turn it
down. The scale of the role
is hugely exciting because I
won’t just be working with
the national XI, but I’ll also

be involved with the whole
pathway structure across
the country,” he added.
Zimbabwe squad for ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup:
Ervine Craig (captain),
Burl Ryan, Chakabva Regis, Chatara Tendai, Evans Bradley, Jongwe Luke,
Madande Clive, Madhevere
Wessly, Masakadza Wellington, Munyonga Tony,
Muzarabani Blessing, Ngarava Richard, Raza Sikandar, Shumba Milton, and
Williams Sean.
Reserves: Chivanga Tanaka, Kaia Innocent, Kasuza
Kevin, Marumani Tadiwanashe, and Nyauchi Victor.
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one last time

back in form

Bumrah ready to start
for India in second T20I
against Australia
TDG NETWORK
Nagpur

S

uryakumar Yadav on Thursday
confirmed that pacer Jasprit
Bumrah is fit and ready to play
the second T20 of the three-match series against Australia.
Speaking at the pre-match press conference on the eve of the second T20
with Australia,
Suryakumar shed light on the pacer’s
fitness. “Bumrah is fit and ready to
play in the second match,” Suryakumar said. The second T20I against
Australia will be held at Nagpur on
Friday.
Bumrah was not part of the playing eleven for the first T20 in Mohali.
Bumrah had been out of action due to
injury and had gone through rehabilitation at the National Cricket Academy
(NCA) before being selected for the
Australia series and World Cup squad.
Speaking about India’s disastrous
performance in the opening match at
Mohali, Suryakumar gave credit to the
Australian team for their batting in the
first T20I and said that the dew factor
did play a role in India’s abysmal bowling performance.
“We have not sat down to discuss the
bowling performance genuinely, but
as you saw in the last game, the match
went to the last over and there was a lot
of dew. The Aussies also batted beautifully, credit to them. We are trying our
best,” he said.
Suryakumar also explained Rohit’s
animated gestures on the field, mentioning such incidents are necessary
to keep the pressure off.
“On the field, there is a lot of pressure, hence to normalize the situation,
a bit of laughter is required. Such banter is necessary,” explained the batter.

Defending the attacking approach
taken by the team, he said, “Assessing
the pitch is very important. Everyone
knows their responsibility and their
role in the team. Openers know their
role. After the openers, the middle order knows its role. Everything is going
well. We will try to do the same thing
again.”
Shedding light on his style of batting, the batter said, “I have
a very flexible batting, I
plan for every situation. Preparations have been
ver y good.
Everyone is

In a huge treat for tennis fans
across the globe, two of the
biggest players in the game,
Roger Federer and Rafael
Nadal, will come together for
the doubles match for Team
Europe in the Laver Cup.
The duo, who have won 42
Grand Slam titles between
them, will take on Frances
Tiafoe and Jack Sock of Team
World on the opening day of
the mega event.
Federer and Nadal have
made an appearance together on a few occasions before
as well, and the last time they
teamed up together was in
2019 when they beat Sam
Querrey and Jack Sock in
three sets.
“I am not sure if I will be
able to handle it all but I will

Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal

try,” Federer said during
Team Europe’s post-tournament press conference.
Speaking ahead of the
monumental occasion, Nadal said, “One of the most important, if not the most important, players in my tennis

career is leaving. At the end,
this moment will be difficult.
I’m super-excited and grateful to play with him.”
Federer, who will end his
illustrious career after the
Laver Cup, will compete in
the singles event.He has an

unbeaten record of 6-0 in
the singles event of the Laver Cup.
Team Europe’s Capser
Ruud, Stefanos Tsitsipas,
and Andy Murray will feature in the singles matches
for Team Europe.

Scotland announce 15-member
squad for ICC T20 World Cup
TDG NETWORK
Edinburgh

Scotland Cricket on Thursday announced a 15-player
squad for this year’s ICC T20
World Cup in Australia.
Pacers Josh Davey and
Brad Wheal impressed
during various stages of
last year’s edition of the
tournament in the UAE
and have been selected in
a strong squad that will be
captained by experienced
batter Richard Berrington.
Richie Berrington will lead
the side which includes

performing their role
very well, and whenever I come in to bat, I
perform my role.”

petition

TDG NETWORK
New Delhi

to purchase tickets. A large
queue of fans was captured
waiting to get their hands on
tickets.
But the situation soon
turned out of control and a
stampede broke out, with
excited fans coming in excessive numbers and causing
law and order issues. Police
lathi-charged to disperse the
massive crowd and restore
control.
As for the series between
these two sides, Australia
currently leads it 1-0.

Former Supreme Court Justice L. Nageswara Rao has
been appointed by the apex
court to bring in amendments to the constitution of
the Indian Olympic Association (IOA).
The Supreme Court, hearing a petition filed by advocate Rahul Mehra, passed
the order and also entrusted
Rao with the responsibility
of setting up the electoral
college of the IOA.
In its order, the Supreme
Court stated that the former
Justice will make a series of

Chris Greaves, who made
his debut at last year’s ICC
T20 World Cup, scoring a
match-winning 45 versus
Bangladesh. Matt Cross will
keep wicket and deputise for
Berrington.
Young batter Brandon
McMullen also earned a
call-up. Experienced seamers Ali Evans and Gavin
Main miss out on the final
15, while highly-rated batsman Oliver Hairs is also a
notable absentee.
The improving Scotland
team will rely heavily on
Berrington to provide the

bulk of their runs, while
veteran duo Henry Munsey
and Calum MacLeod are also
capable of scoring well.
Berrington’s experience
will be valuable in Scotland’s
top order, with the 35-yearold hitting two half-centuries
and contributing a team-best
177 runs during last year’s
event.
The right-hander will need
to be at his best again this
year if Scotland are to progress through to the Super 12
stage, with Berrington’s side
drawn in Group B of the first
round alongside Ireland,

Zimbabwe, and the West
Indies.
Scotland will take on the
West Indies in their opening
match of the tournament at
the Bellerive Oval in Hobart
on October 17.
S c o t l a n d T 2 0 Wo rl d
Cup squad: Richard Berrington (c), George Munsey, Michael Leask, Bradley
Wheal, Chris Sole, Chris
Greaves, Safyaan Sharif,
Josh Davey, Matthew Cross,
Calum MacLeod, Hamza
Tahir, Mark Watt, Brandon
McMullen, Michael Jones,
and Craig Wallace.

Julius Baer rapid chess tournament

SC appoints L. Nageswara
Four injured as
to bring in amendments
stampede breaks out to Rao
to IOA constitution
purchase tickets for
third Ind-Aus T20 Match
Four people were at the
Gymkhana grounds here on
Thursday following a stampede which broke out after a
huge number of cricket fans
gathered to purchase tickets
for the third T20I match between India and Australia,
scheduled to take place at
the Rajiv Gandhi Stadium
here on September 25th.
A huge crowd had come
to the Gymkhana grounds

TDG NETWORK
London

ICC T20 World CUP

out of control

TDG NETWORK
Hyderabad

Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal to
team up for doubles in Laver Cup

recommendations regarding
the amendment of the IOA
constitution as well as assist
the organisation in holding
elections by December 15,
2022.
The two-member bench
comprising Justice Chandrachud and Hima Kohli, before whom the matter was
listed, also during the hearing allowed Rajeev Mehta,
the secretary general of
IOA, and Adille Sumariwalla, the interim president
of IOA, to represent India at
the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) meeting
in Lausanne on September
27.

Erigaisi and Praggnanandhaa
qualify for quarterfinals
TDG NETWORK
New York

Indian Grandmasters Arjun Erigaisi and R. Praggnanandhaa advanced to
the quarterfinals of the Julius
Baer Generation Cup online
rapid chess tournament after
finishing second and fourth,
respectively, in the preliminary phase on Thursday.
Arjun finished with 25
points to qualify for the
knockout stages, while his
compatriot Praggnanandhaa
ended with 23 in the prelims
rounds to cruise ahead in the
tournament. World Champion Magnus Carlsen finished

Arjun Erigaisi

with 34 points, and American Hans Niemann took
third place with 24 points.
After cruising along well
in the tournament, Erigaisi
did not have a great day in
the office and, after a draw
in the opening game against

R. Praggnanandhaa

Radoslaw Wojtaszek of Poland, he went down to Vincent Keymer of Germany
and Dutch GM Anish Giri.
He ended the preliminary
stages with seven wins, four
draws, and as many losses.
The 17-year old Prag-

gnanandhaa also did not
have the best of starts and
lost to the USA’s Levon Aronian before earning a draw
against Giri. He needed a
win in the final round to stay
afloat in the tournament. He
maintained his calm to beat
Croatia’s Ivan Saric and stay
afloat in the tournament.
The quarter-finals are
scheduled to be played late
on Thursday.
The Julius Baer Generation
Cup is a part of the Meltwater Champions Chess Tour
and features 16 players spanning three generations and is
being held in a round-robincum-knockout format.

‘game of kings’

The Chess Scandal explained – Magnus Carlsen resigned after just one move
Patrick Green

While chess is known as
the “game of kings,” an
argument more suited to
a school playground has
been consuming the sport
over the last month. World
champion Magnus Carlsen
recently resigned from a
game after making just one
move, but how did it get to
this point?
The scandal started when
Carlsen met American
youngster Hans Niemann
in the third round of the
Sinquefield Cup. Chess has
been studied for centuries,
and all of the best openings
are pretty much memorized, so Carlsen prefers to
play opponents with obscure openings. Thus, after
a standard Nimzo-Indian
opening, he played 4. g3, a

move that is pretty much
unheard of. But Niemann
knew exactly what to play,
and this left Carlsen in trouble: the move is obscure for
a reason, as it is unsound,
and Niemann took a shock
victory to end Carlsen’s 53game unbeaten streak with
the White pieces in classical
chess over the board against
an opponent with a lower
rating than him.
Niemann revealed that he
had prepared for the opening the night before, “by
some miracle”. This raised
eyebrows, but what really
set the circus in motion was
Carlsen’s decision to withdraw from the tournament:
considered bad sportsmanship without a very good
reason. “If I speak, I get in
trouble,” was the image attached to the statement,
leading to suspicions that

Magnus Carlsen

something was amiss.
While Carlsen has a reputation as a “sore loser”, he

has never gone this far. Niemann angrily responded
that the only time he had

ever cheated in chess was in
unrated online games when
he was a child, but the chess

website Chess.com said that
there was evidence of more
cheating than he had admit-

ted to and banned him from
the website. Either way,
cheating over the board is
much harder than in real
life, and the organisers said
there was no evidence of
cheating, but they enhanced
checks anyway. Raising
suspicions further was the
fact that Niemann won two
of his first three games, but
didn’t win another in the
whole tournament after the
incident.
The scandal has grown
bigger than chess, with the
mainstream media excitedly thinking up wacky contraptions and far-fetched
theories of ways Niemann
could have cheated with a
radio device. A more plausible theory is that Carlsen’s
preparation could have
been leaked, but there is no
evidence and Carlsen has
made only an indirect ac-

cusation. While Niemann
may be suspicious, some
have criticised the World
Champion for sullying
the American’s reputation
without direct proof, while
others have sympathised
with him. The two next met
in an eagerly-anticipated
clash, this time online, at
the Julius Baer Generation
Cup. But the Norwegian
made one move and then
resigned and turned off his
camera, refusing to give any
press conferences. Carlsen
seems unperturbed, coming out on top of the preliminary round standings,
while Niemann has also
advanced to the next stage,
meaning the two could
meet again in the very near
future.
The author is a student
studying at the London
School of Economics.

