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Cheetah credit row:
Jairam Ramesh
calls Centre
‘pathological liar’

Team India start
practice session
ahead of first T20I
against Australia

Women take off
hijab in Iran, mark
protest over death
of Mahsa Amini

chandigarh university

Objectionable videos of GIRL students
go viral, massive protests in Mohali
The police arrested three persons, including one girl student who confessed that
she did take the videos.
Taruni Gandhi
Mohali

M

assive protests
were held by
Chandigarh University students in Mohali
on Saturday night and Sunday after alleged ‘leaked
objectionable videos’ of
women students went viral. Protesting students alleged that a student made
videos of as many as 60 girl
students while they were
taking a bath in the hostel.
The video was later made
viral on social media. The
protesting students also
claimed that after the videos
went viral, girl students liv-

ing in the hostel attempted
suicide. However, police refuted the suicide attempts
claim. Police have arrested
one student in the matter.
Punjab Police arrested
three persons-the accused
girl student and two other
boys-who allegedly helped
the girl to make the video
viral. The two boys, named
Rankaj Verma (31) and
Sunny Mehta (23), were
arrested from Himachal
Pradesh. Earlier, Punjab
Police had arrested the girl
who made the video. The
girl is also a resident of Himachal Pradesh.
Amid the row, Punjab
government ordered a

high-level inquiry into the
matter.
“It is a matter of videos
being shot by a girl student and later circulated.
FIR was registered in the
matter and the accused
student was arrested. No
death reported related to
this incident. As per medical records, no attempt
(to commit suicide) was
reported,” said Senior Superintendent of Police, Mohali Vivek Soni on Chandigarh University row.

video of the accused herself. She has not recorded
any other video of anyone
else. Electronic devices
and mobile phones have
been taken into custody

“Forensic evidence is being
collected. So far in our investigation, we have found
out that there is only one

and will be sent for forensic
examination. Apart from
the video of one student, no
other video has come to our
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MMS Scandal Rocks
Chandigarh University,
Inquiry Ordered  
opinion

Chandigarh incident
reminds value-based
ecosystem need of the
hour

notice,” he added.
In an official statement,
however, R.S. Bawa, ProChancellor, Chandigarh
University refuted the
charges. He said, “There
are rumours that seven
girls have committed suicide whereas the fact is that
no girl has attempted any
such step. No girl has been
admitted to the hospital in
the incident.”
Bawa further said, “There
is another rumour that 60
objectionable MMS have
been found of different
students. This is totally
false and baseless. All the
rumours of objectionable
videos shot of other girl stu-
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Taruni Gandhi
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London: President Droupadi Murmu on Sunday offered
tributes to UK’s Queen Elizabeth
II at Westminster Hall in London
where the queen’s coffin is
lying-in-State.
“President Droupadi Murmu
visited Westminster Hall London where the body of Her
Majesty the Queen Elizabeth II
is lying in state. The President
offered tributes to the departed
soul on her own behalf and on
behalf of the people of India,”
Rashtrapati Bhawan tweeted.

Case against
supporters of
Amanatullah

Hajipur: A woman who
went to pluck flowers with
her son was shot and injured
by bike-borne criminals in
Hajipur in Vaishali district of
Bihar. The incident occurred
in the Barati OP area’s Andharavar village. The criminals
shot the woman and then fled
the scene as the police patrol
car approached. The son
assisted in transporting the
injured woman to the Sadar
Hospital.

dents are totally false and
baseless. During the preliminary investigation conducted by the University,
there have been no videos
found of any student which
are objectionable except a
personal video shot by a
girl which was shared by
herself her boyfriend.”
As Punjab government
ordered a probe into the
matter, Chief Minister
Bhatwant Mann said that
daughters are our dignity
and pride adding that any
such incident is highly
condemnable. He is peeved
to learn about the entire
matter and has asked the

•
•
•
•

There are 50-60 videos of hostellers
Accused girl sent videos to her friend
Accused accepted that she made videos
College administration trying to hide truth

WHAT THE UNIVERSITY SAYS
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rumours of suicide are false
No girl has attempted suicide
No girl admitted to hospital in the incident
No objectionable video of other students found
Only personal video shot by a girl shared by
herself to her boyfriend
All rumours of objectionable videos shot of other
girls false

WHAT COPS SAY
•
•
•
•
•
•

The videos never went viral
Accused girl has sent her own videos to
boy friend
Other girls saw her shooting a video
All girls came out to protest in panic
Situation at Chandigarh University is peaceful

Mystery deepens over the
motive of video recordings

President offers
tributes to Queen
Elizabeth II

Women shot
by bike-borne
assailants in Bihar

WHAT STUDENTS SAY

no clue so far

top of the day

New Delhi: Delhi Police
have registered a case against
supporters of Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) MLA Amanatullah Khan
for obstructing the raiding
party of ACB in the discharge
of government work. Those
involved in manhandling are
being identified. Supporters of
AAP MLA Amanatullah Khan
manhandled an Anti-Corruption
Bureau official during raids at
the residence of the AAP MLA in
Jamia Nagar, on 16 September.
The Anti-Corruption Bureau
arrested AAP MLA Amanatullah
Khan on Friday in connection
with the Delhi Waqf Board corruption case, on the basis of the
recovery of incriminating material and evidence against him
during the conducted searches.

who said what

Chaos in campus
Students gather inside the Chandigarh University campus demanding
justice over the alleged ‘leaked objectional videos’ row. ANi
resentment

Sinister design

Congress leaders of
poll-bound states ‘unhappy’
with Rahul’s Yatra
Leaders from Himachal Pradesh and
Gujarat are feeling disappointed,
with the office-bearers unavailable
at AICC headquarters.
AJIT MAINDOLA
New Delhi

With former president Congress Rahul Gandhi’s ‘Bharat
Jodo Yatra’ affecting the preparations in the poll-bound
states, questions are being
raised on the timing of the
exercise. This yatra is hardly
going to benefit Congress in
the poll-bound Himachal
Pradesh and Gujarat.
Moreover, the Lok Sabha
elections are also far away.
So, several Congress leaders from these states are not
happy with this event. The
Himachal and Gujarat poll

results will be declared before the conclusion of this
yatra. If Congress again performs badly in these polls, the
opposition will get another
opportunity to target it.
The party leaders and
workers are already disappointed due to several
debacles in the past. Observers are of the view that
the Congress should have
focussed on the state polls
to be held in December this
year. Even a single electoral
victory could have given
the Congress much-needed
oxygen. Another problem
P2

Pakistan-based terrorist
organisations Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) and Lashkare-Taiba (LeT) are hatching
new conspiracies against
India, revealed by intelligence reports. At the same
time, both the organisations
are engaged in new recruitments in Pakistan, sources
said.
This is happening at a time
when Pakistan is devastated
by unprecedented floods.
The intelligence reports,
available with The Daily
Guardian, said JeM is running a district level campaign in Pakistan to attract

videos.
The recordings of as many
as 60 students were made,,
sources said. Videos of students from D block, C block,
and B block in the campus
have been taken.
Meanwhile, police arrested
two persons in connection
with the case. The arrested
accused has been identified
as Sunny Mehta and Rankaj
Verma. Sunny belongs to a local village under Rohru Sub
division of Shimla district,
nearly 130 km away from the
northern town. The accused
was nabbed by a team led by
Dr Monika, Superintendent
of Police, Shimla. Another arrested person Rankaj Verma,
P2

Major action

JeM, LeT preparing
terror attacks in
India: Sources
Rakesh Singh
New Delhi

Although police in a coordinated manner arrested
three alleged culprits in the
shocking incident, the mystery behind the video making
and then circulating it to social media is deepening with
divergent views.
Why the girl took the video?
Why she had passed it to the
boys who were arrested later?
And what was the actual motive behind this? Police is still
groping in the dark and trying to piece together various
aspects of the case.
The Daily Guardian came
to know that when the hos-

tel warden questioned the
accused girl, she said that
she had sent the videos to a
boy whom she did not know.
She refused to divulge futher
even several insistence by the
warden. The girl has, however, admitted that she did
recorded the videos. “It was
a mistake from my part, and
I will not do it again,” the girl
reportedly said.
The girls in the hostel asked
the accused student as to why
she made this video. Was
there any pressure on him?
The accused girl initially replied that she did not know
the boy. However, she later
admitted and showed the
photograph of the boy who
had asked her to take the

youths into the terror organization. An appeal is being
made to the people in Karachi, Gujranwala, Sialkot, Peshawar, Muzaffarabad, Kotli,
Narowal, and Shakargarh.
It is learnt that terrorists
from JeM and LeT are being sent to gyms and health
centres for check up and enhance fitness capability. The
terror outfits are focusing
more on the youth who are
familiar with the situation
about the LoC and IndoPak border. Following the
screening, the terrorists
are being prepared for infiltration into India to create
havoc.
Sources said that JeM
P2

NIA crackdown against PFI, raids
in 40 places in Telangana, Andhra
TDG Network
New Delhi

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) on
Sunday carried out searches at 40 locations
in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh against
Popular Front of India (PFI) cadres and de-

tained four persons.
The agency conducted searches at 38 locations in Telangana (23 in Nizamabad, four
in Hyderabad, seven in Jagityal, two in Nirmal, one each in Adilabad and Karimnagar
districts) and at two locations in Andhra
P2
Pradesh (one each in Kurnool

Lawlessness

Villagers attack police station in
Bihar, several cops injured
TDG Network
Katihar

Several police personnel were injured after
a group of villagers attacked a police station
in Bihar’s Katihar district on Saturday following the death of a man allegedly in custody.
The incident was reported from Pranpur
police station in Katihar district where a
ruckus took place after a man who was ar-

rested on the charges of smuggling liquor
died allegedly in police custody.
Villagers attacked the police station after
the incident.
According to police, several personnel on
duty was injured after villagers in a huge
number attacked them and vandalized the
police station.
The injured police personnel were sent to
Katihar Sadar Hospital for treatment.
P2
Villagers said the deceased
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Buzz in media

PM’s advice to Putin of ‘the era is not of war’
grabs world headlines
TDG Netowork
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s advice to Russian
President Vladimir Putin
over the Ukraine war during a bilateral meeting on
the sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization’s
summit in Uzbekistan’s Samarkand has grabbed the
attention of leading international media organisations.
“Today’s era is not of war

and I have spoken to you
about it on the call. Today
we will get the opportunity
to talk about how we can
progress on the path of peace.
India and Russia have stayed
together with each other for
several decades,” PM Modi
told Putin expressing his
concerns about the impact of
the war on food and energy
security.
“We spoke several times on
the phone about India-Russia
bilateral relations and various

issues. We should find ways
to address the problems of
food, fuel security and fertilizers. I want to thank Russia
and Ukraine for helping us to
evacuate our students from
Ukraine,” he added.
International media praised
PM Modi’s diplomatic acumen, who in a friendly tone
pushed the concerns of the
global community to its
long-standing friend Russia.
American publication -CNN
praised PM Modi’s hold on

world politics and reported
“Indian leader Narendra
Modi tells Putin: Now is not
the time for war”
While another US publication Washington Post headline was “Modi rebukes Putin
over war in Ukraine”.
“India’s Leader Tells Putin
That Now Is Not an Era for
War,” The New York Times
said in its headline.
It was the lead story on the
webpage of both The Washington Post and The New

York Times.
Meanwhile, the leading Japanese publication,
NHK’s headline was “Indian PM Modi tells Putin to
pursue peace”, while Hong
Kong-based leading daily
South China Morning Post
reported: Now is ‘not a time
for war’, India’s Modi tells
Russia’s Putin who vows to
‘end this as soon as possible.’
Other publications like Politico reported; “India’s Modi
tells Putin: This is ‘not the era

after Putin conceded that
China had “questions and
concerns” over the invasion.
Responding to PM Modi,
Russian President Vladimir
Putin said that he knows
about India’s position on the
Ukraine conflict and “we
want all of this to end as soon
as possible”.
“I know about your position on the Ukraine conflict.
I know about your concerns.
We want all of this to end as
soon as possible,” Putin said.

no clue so far

chandigarh university

Mystery deepens
over the motive of
video recordings

Objectionable videos of GIRL students go viral,
massive protests in Mohali
district administration to undertake an
in-depth inquiry about
the incident. He categorically said that anyone found guilty
will not be spared and severest severe action will be taken against
the perpetrators of this heinous
crime.
Punjab School Education Minister Harjot Singh Bains has appealed
to Chandigarh University students
to remain calm and assured them
that the guilty will not be spared.
“I humbly request all the students

of Chandigarh University to remain calm. No one guilty will be
spared. It is a very sensitive matter and relates to the dignity of
our sisters and daughters,” said
the Minister in a Twitter post.
Punjab State Women Commission
took cognisance over the matter.
“This is a serious matter. An
investigation is underway. I am
here to assure parents of all students that the accused will not
be spared,” said Manisha Gulati,
Chairperson, Punjab State Women
Commission.

who is 31
years old.
Both the accused
were handed over
to Punjab Police from Rohur
and Dhalli police stations
respectively. “Chandigarh
University Case. Punjab
Police reached PS Rohru in
Shimla. The accused Sunny
Mehta has been handed over
to them. Zero tolerance to
crime against women. If any
collateral evidence comes our

Students protesting in the campus.

way, we will take action as per
law,” said Director General
of Police Himachal Pradesh,
Sanjay Kundu.
“Punjab Police has arrested
and has left with the accused from Rohru in case
FIR no 194/22 dt 18/9/22
u/s 354C IPC, 66E IT act
PS Sadar Kharad Punjab. The 23-year accused,
resident of Rohru has been
handed over to them,” read
a statement of Shimla Police.

Lawlessness

Sinister design

JeM, LeT preparing terror
attacks in India: Sources
organised
a seven-day
“Daura Tarbia”
training camp
in between 5 August and 11
August. This camp was set
up on the Ganges Peak in
the Bagh district of Pakistanoccupied Kashmir.
Meanwhile, top leaders
of LeT recently joined the
Markaz of Jamaat-ud-Dawa.
In the Markaz both the outfits spewed venom against

for war” and US News headlines was “Indian PM Modi
Tells Russia’s Putin Now ‘Is
Not an Era of War”.
Russia launched a special
military operation in Ukraine
in February of this year.
The statements were
made by PM Modi during
a face-to-face meeting on
Friday, on the sidelines of a
regional summit, and highlighted Russia’s increasing
isolation on the diplomatic
stage. They came just a day

India and western countries.
On the other hand, Pakistan’s intelligence agency,
ISI, has also made a separate
plan to send terrorists to India. It is recruiting boys aged
12 to 17. A reiki is said to be
conducted at ISI headquarters as to how to infiltrate India. They are being trained
to be crazy, dangerous and
ferocious.
The ISI, Pakistan Army,
and the handlers of terror-

ists are giving information
and training about maps
and places to infiltrate into
Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, and the Gujarat border.
All agencies have been alerted to IB and Loc.
Soruces said in the name of
the Lashkar-e-Taiba Self Defense Course, a basic training course named Daura-eSufa has been started. This
is part of the jihadi training
activities.

Major action

NIA crackdown against PFI, raids
in 40 places in Telangana, Andhra
a n d N e l - with others conspired
l o r e d i s - to wage war against the
tricts) in the case G ove r n m e nt o f In d i a .
relating to Abdul “In pursuance of the criminal
Khader of Nizam- conspiracy, they recruited
abad district in Telangana the members of Popular
and 26 other persons. In Front of India (PFI), organthese raids being conducted ised camps for imparting
since Sunday morning, the training for committing
NIA said, it has seized in- terrorist acts. They formed
criminating materials, in- an unlawful assembly and
cluding digital devices, docu- promoted enmity between
ments, two daggers and cash different groups on the basis
of religion and were involved
Rs 8,31,500.
“Four persons have been in activities disrupting sovdetained for questioning,” ereignty and territorial
said the anti-terror agency. integrity of India,” the FIR
As per NIA, the accused were mentions.
The case was earlier reg“organizing camps for imparting training to commit terror- istered by Nizamabad Poist acts and to promote enmi- lice Station in Telangana
ty between different groups under various sections of
on the basis of religion”. the Indian Penal Code and
During investigations by section 13(1)(b) of Unlawful
the Nizamabad Police Sta- Activities (Prevention) Act
tion in Telangana, four ac- against Abdul Khader and 26
cused namely, Abdul Kader, persons and others relating
Sheikh Sahadulla, Md Im- to some anti-national activiran and Md Abdul Mobin ties in a house located at Auto
were arrested by Telangana Nagar near Osmania Masjid,
Police. Later, the case was Nizamabad.
“On searching the house,
re-registered by the NIA on
one Flexi with the name of
26 August.
One Abdul Khadar, 52, Popular Front of India (PFI),
a resident of Autonagar, bamboo sticks, whiteboard,
Nizamabad, along with non-chaks, one podium,
26 persons were accused note-books, handbooks and
in the NIA First Informa- other materials were seized
tion Report (FIR) which by Telangana Police. This
mentions that they along- amounts to a conspiracy to

wage war against the Government of India,” the FIR
reads.
During the further inquiry,
official sources said, the
owner of the house, Abdul
Khader admitted that in lieu
of financial assistance of Rs
6 lakh promised by some
accused persons belonging
to PFI, he had constructed
a portion on the roof of his
house and allowed the premises to be used for imparting
training to the cadres of PFI
and the meeting of the organization.
“The PFI members started
coaching and physical exercises for the youth in the
name of Karate classes and
used to provoke them against
a particular community with
their hated speeches etc.
They recruited the members of the Popular Front of
India (PFI), and organised
camps for imparting training for committing terrorist
acts. They formed an unlawful assembly and promoted
enmity between different
groups on the basis of religion and were involved in
activities disrupting the sovereignty and territorial integrity of India. The Telangana
Police, later, added sections
18A and 18(B) of UA(P) Act
in the case.”

Villagers attack police station in Bihar,
several cops injured
Pramod, a
resident
of Amrol was
arrested by the
police on Friday

night on the charge of smuggling liquor. He died in the
police station on Saturday
morning, claimed villagers.
Villagers alleged that

Pramod died due to beating
by police.
Meanwhile, the body was
sent to Katihar Sadar Hospital for post-mortem. After

the incident, the Assistant
Superintendent of Police
(ASP) of Katihar arrived at
Pranpur police station to
take stock of the situation.

rallying behind gandhis

‘Rahul as president’ clamour
grows, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh
Congress pass resolutions
TDG Network
NEW DELHI

The Congress Committees of Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh has passed resolutions to make Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi party president.
Rajasthan Pradesh Congress Committee (RPCC) said, “Resolution has
been passed that everyone will abide
by whatever the national president
decides on, including the appointment
of state presidents. Another resolution
moved by CM (Ashok Gehlot) to appoint Rahul Gandhi as the party president has also been passed.”
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot presented a proposal in the
meeting which stated that the Congress
president should select the state president of RPCC and AICC delegates.
Congress Working Committee member Raghuveer Meena approved the
said proposal, which was also backed
by State President Govind Singh Dotsara. The proposal has now been
handed over to the State Election
Officer Rajendra Singh Kumpawat

Rahul Gandhi

for presenting the resolution passed
unanimously by all the 400 newly
elected delegates of Rajasthan Pradesh
Congress Committee in the All India
Congress Committee.
In another development, the Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress Committee
also passed a resolution backing Congress leader Rahul Gandhi to be the
party president, state Congress chief
Mohan Markam on Sunday said, add-

ing that the party’s national president
Sonia Gandhi has all the right to take
a call on appointing the new president for the state and said that the
party workers here will go as per their
directions.
“Respected Sonia Gandhi ji has the
right to appoint whoever she wants
as the state president. My tenure for
three years has been completed and
we, as an organization worker, shall
follow whatever the high command
will direct us to do,” Markam said
adding that the Chhattisgarh PCC
will follow its guidelines and accept
whosoever name it will decide. He
said that today two “important resolutions” passed unanimously in the
PCC meeting wherein Sonia Gandhi
was authorised.
Congress Committees of both Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh passed the
resolution for making Rahul Gandhi
the party president, Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel on
Sunday said the Wayanad MP should
“rethink” about his decision on this
matter.

resentment

Congress leaders of poll-bound states
‘unhappy’ with Rahul’s Yatra
that the leaders and
workers are facing is that
they are unable to meet any
senior office-bearers at the
headquarters as they are absent due to
the ongoing yatra.
The screening committee for Himachal
had scheduled a meeting for 15 September in Delhi. Leaders also reached Delhi
accordingly, but only to be told that the

meeting was postponed. The committee’s chairperson Deepa Dasmunshi’s
sickness was cited as the reason for the
postponement.
But some say that the Bharat Jodo
Yatra is also one of the reasons for postponing this meeting as some senior leaders are busy there. Another reason is
that the meeting has been put off owing
to the pitrapaksha period. It means that

the Congress also believes in practices
and traditions related to pitrapaksha.
It is said that the party has deferred
the date for the presidential election
due to pitrapaksha only. The question
is whether the party leaders were not
aware of the pitrapaksha period before
scheduling the meeting. With no seniors
available to listen to them, the leaders of
the poll-bound states are disappointed.

on the radar

RAHIL NORA CHOPRA

Momentum for
unity?

Unity among the Opposition parties of Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and
Jharkhand has become
prominent in the fight
against the BJP ahead of
2024 Lok Sabha elections. They have more
prominence on Uttar
Pradesh which have 80 Lok
Sabha seats to prepare the
ground to win the seats.
The buzz is that former Uttar Pradesh chief minister
Akhilesh Yadav has offered
Nitish Kumar to contest
Lok Sabha elections from
any seat of his choice in the
state and in turn has promised him his party’s support. Political observers
say that Uttar Pradesh was
an electorally crucial state
for 2024 elections as it has
maximum number of Lok
Sabha seats. Presently,
BJP has 65 MPs from Uttar
Pradesh and if Akhilesh
Yadav, Rahul Gandhi and
Nitish Kumar, along with
other Opposition parties
come together, the saffron
party may be restricted to
25 seats. In another development, Congress workers
and leaders are demanding that Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra should contest Lok
Sabha elections from Amethi against Smriti Irani.

Identity crisis?

Prashant Kishor’s recently
took a dig at Nitish Kumar
by saying that Fevicol
should make him a brand
ambassador for being
glued to CM’s chair. In
revert to a ridicule the
JD(U) national president
Rajiv Ranjan Singh alias
Lalan Singh strongly
lashed out at poll strategist Prashant Kishor and
told about Kishor that he
is mere a businessman
and not a politician and
has been making use of
different tactics just to sell
his products like a salesman as the same is quite
evident in other states also.
However Kishor surprise
everyone by paying a
visit to Nitish triggering
speculation of a collaboration in the 2024 national
election. Pawan Verma,
a former leader of Nitish
Kumar’s JD(U), reportedly
arranged the meeting and
was also present. Nitish
didn’t reveal much about
the meet-up, dismissing it
as a routine conversation
but Nitish smartly played
his card by meeting Kishor
and gave a message to the
people of Bihar that Kishor
is his man. So people of
Bihar are now questioning
that who is Kishor, is he
Nitish or BJP agent or just
a salesman?

No more
chairmanship

Trinamool Congress has
constantly been demanded
one chairmanship in the
Parliamentary Standing Committee in Rajya
Sabha. They have Standing Committee on Food
in Lok Sabha, headed by
Trinamool Congress MP
Sudip Bandyopadhyay.
According to sources, Trimamool’s Derek O’Brien
met Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Prahlad Joshi
and demanded one more
chairmanship on their
strength, but Joshi refused
to do so saying that in West
Bengal TMC has ignored
BJP and here you cannot
get it.
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Jairam Ramesh

detailed roadmap for the
reintroduction of the cheetah, which should include a
detailed analysis of different
potential sites.
“I have received your letters dated September 28 and
October 6, 2009.” Please go
ahead and prepare a detailed
roadmap for the reintroduction of the Cheetah, which
should include a detailed
analysis of different potential sites. The analysis should
be carried out by the Wildlife

Institute of India in collaboration with other organisations like BNHS and WTI.
You may also like to include
State Forest Departments as
part of this study. I expect
that the roadmap would be
submitted to the MoE&F by
the end of January 2010,” the
letter reads.
On Saturday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi released
wild cheetahs, which had
become extinct in India, in
Madhya Pradesh’s Kuno

reintroduction

India is working with South
Africa and Namibia for
the reintroduction of more
cheetahs in India. Namibia
is going to send more over
the years, said the executive director of the Cheetah
Conservation Fund who coordinated the translocation
of cheetahs from Namibia to
India, Laurie Marker, while
speaking to the press.
Following the arrival of
eight cheetahs from Namibia to India on Saturday,
Laurie said, “Since its extinction, you can only get
animals from somewhere
else. This is the only population of cheetahs actually
large enough to use for reintroduction, and to establish
a population, we must bring
in more. India is working
with South Africa for more,
and Namibia is also going to
send more over the years.”
“Saving the cheetah means
changing the world. Yesterday, we started this process
with the cheetah touching
Indian soil after 70 years
of extinction. Their extinction was human-caused,
and their survival too is in
humans’ hands. They are
one link in the circle of life,
pointing to the vulnerability of our planet and all of
its amazing wildlife species
today. It is up to all of us to
be aware and make a difference. Only we can save the
earth, ourselves, and the
cheetah”, she added.
The American expert has
been an advisor to the Indian government on the cheetah relocation project over
the past 12 years.
When asked if the African
cheetahs will adapt easily to
the Indian habitat, she said
that the species are adaptable and India has a history
of their presence.

National Park.
Cheetahs brought from
Namibia were introduced
in India under Project Cheetah, which is the world’s first
inter-continental large wild
carnivore translocation project. Out of the eight cheetahs,
five are female and three are
male.
Notably, the cheetah was
declared extinct in India in
1952 and has been brought
back under an MOU signed
earlier this year.

Cheetahs will help restore
open forest and grassland
ecosystems in India.
This will help conserve biodiversity and enhance ecosystem services like water
security, carbon sequestration, and soil moisture conservation, benefiting society
at large.
This effort, in line with
the Prime Minister’s commitment to environmental protection and wildlife
conservation, will also lead
to enhanced livelihood opportunities for the local
community through eco-development and ecotourism
activities.
The historic reintroduction
of cheetahs in India is part of
a long series of measures for
ensuring sustainability and
environment protection
in the last eight years that
have resulted in significant
achievements in the area of
environment protection and
sustainability.
The coverage of protected
areas, which was 4.90 percent of the country’s geographical area in 2014, has
now increased to 5.03 percent.

investigation

‘India to get more
Cheetahs over the years’,
says Laurie Marker
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI
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‘Open to survey’

Cheetah credit row:
Jairam Ramesh calls
Centre ‘pathological liar’
ongress General Secretary Jairam Ramesh
on Sunday called the
Central government a “pathological liar” while sharing a
letter from 2009 about Project Cheetah to hit back at the
Center over the allegation
that “no constructive efforts”
were made by the previous
governments to re-introduce
cheetahs in India.
“This was the letter that
launched Project Cheetah
in 2009. Our PM is a pathological liar. “I couldn’t lay my
hands on this letter yesterday because of my preoccupation with the Bharat Jodo
Yatra,” Ramesh tweeted.
Jairam Ramesh, who was a
Minister of State (independent charge) for Environment and Forests back in
2009 during the Congress
government, had written a
letter to the Wildlife Trust of
India, giving the go-ahead to
Project Cheetah.
In the letter shared by Ramesh, he had asked Dr. MK
Ranjitsinh of the Wildlife
Trust of India to prepare a

nation

“The country of India has
been thinking about translocation since the cheetah
was declared extinct. A plan
was put together in 2009 by
a team of specialists from
the government and the
Forestry Department. Adaptation will be challenging,
and we all will need to work
hard in our monitoring efforts. If conducted properly,
this will work. Cheetahs are
adaptable. But there will be
disappointments, we realise
that and hope the world will
understand that as well”
Laurie told the press.
Indian High Commission
in Namibia tweeted, “Proud
team from Namibia - High
Commissioner Prashant
Agrawal, Dr. Laurie Marker
and her CCF team, and others with the Hon. Prime
Minister of India after the
Hon. PM released the cheetahs in Kuno for a new, historic beginning.”
Calling man-animal conflict a potential risk to cheetahs, Laurie said the government is working with the
communities around the
park, and the big cats may
take five to ten years to establish themselves in India,
and erratic weather will continue to be a major factor.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi released the cheetahs
at two release points in
Kuno National Park, yesterday. The Prime Minister also
interacted with Cheetah Mitras, Cheetah Rehabilitation
Management Group, and
students at the venue.
In his address to the nation
soon after, the Prime Minister thanked Namibia for its
help and efforts in restoring the carnivore to India,
calling it an “important and
historic” moment, and said
that Project Cheetah was
India’s “endeavour towards
environment and wildlife
conservation.”

The historic reintroduction of cheetahs in India
is part of the long series of
measures taken to ensure
sustainability and environmental protection in
the last eight years, which
has resulted in significant
achievements in the area of
environment protection and
sustainability.
This is the first time a large
carnivore is being moved
from one continent to another and being reintroduced to
the wild.
India is home to 52 Tiger
Reserves covering approximately 75,000 square Km
area in 18 States with approximately 75 per cent of
the population of the wild
tiger at the global level. India achieved the goal of
doubling the tiger numbers
in 2018 itself, four years in
advance from the targeted
year 2022. The Tiger Population in India has increased
from 2,226 in 2014 to 2,967
in 2018. The budgetary allocation for tiger conservation has increased from Rs
185 crore in 2014 to Rs 300
crore in 2022.
The population of Asiatic
lions has shown a steady
increase, with a population
of 674 individuals and an increased rate of 28.87 percent
(one of the highest growth
rates so far) from the 523 lions in 2015.
India now (2020) has
12,852 leopards as compared
to the previous estimate of
7,910 conducted in 2014.
More than a 60 percent increase in population has
been recorded.
Madhya Pradesh Governor Mangubhai Patel, Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, and Union Ministers Narendra Singh Tomar,
Bhupender Yadav, Jyotiraditya M. Scindia, and Ashwini Chobey were among
those present on occasion.

Sonali Phogat death
case: CBI, forensic
officials reach
nightclub in goa
TDG NETWORK
PANAJI

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) on Sunday
along with forensic officials
reached the nightclub “Curlies” in Anjuna for an investigation where actor and BJP
leader Sonali Phogat was allegedly drugged and was later
declared dead. Earlier on Saturday, the CBI and forensic
experts visited the Leoney
Grand Resort in Goa, where
the late BJP leader stayed before her death with her aides.
As per information, the CBI
officers investigating the case
were inside the resort for over
10 hours. This comes as the
CBI took over the probe into
Sonali Phogat’s death from
Goa Police on September 15,

2022, and registered an FIR
in the case, followed by an order for a detailed probe into
the case.
Earlier on Saturday, the CBI
and a forensic team arrived at
the resort located on Anjuna
beach in North Goa. Earlier,
Goa Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant said that he would request Union Home Minister
Amit Shah to hand over the
Phogat case to the CBI. On
September 12, the Ministry of
Home Affairs recommended
a CBI investigation into Sonali
Phogat’s death. Meanwhile,
the Supreme Court adjourned
till September 26, Curlies
restaurant’s plea against the
NGT order and extended its
interim order on stay against
the demolition till the next
date of hearing.

Satyendar jain case

Court to decide
ED’s plea against
Jain on Monday
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has moved an application before the Principal
District and Sessions Judge
of Rouse Avenue Court urging the transfer of Satyendar
Jain’s money laundering proceedings to another judge.
The Principal District and
Sessions Judge, Vinay Kumar Gupta, will hear the
ED’s plea on September 19.
The ED petition has sought
the transfer of Delhi Cabinet
Minister Satyendar Jain’s
matter to Special Judge
Geetanjali Goel after raising
certain contentions related
to the bail arguments being
examined by the court.

In the past few hearings,
special judge Geetanjali Goel
has pulled up the agency
over its probe in the money
laundering case.
The Court was presently
hearing the lengthy arguments on the bail petitions of
Satyendar Jain and the other
two co-accused, Ankush
Jain and Vaibhav Jain, in the
matter. The bail hearing of
the accused was at the final
stage. All three people are
currently in judicial custody.
Appealing for ED, Additional Solicitor General
(ASG) SV Raju on September 15, informed the court
that they were moving a
plea of transfer of Satyendar
Jain’s bail proceedings from
the current court.

No objection to survey
of madrasas, says
Jamiat Ulama-e-Hind
TDG Network
Saharanpur

Soon after the convention of
madrassas of Uttar Pradesh
is underway in Darul Uloom,
Deoband, Jamiat Ulama-eHind president Maulana Arshad Madani on Sunday said
there is no objection from the
madrassas on the issue of the
survey of unrecognized madrassas by the state government.
“There is no opposition
among us regarding the survey. We have instructed the
Ulemas to give correct answers to whatever questions
are asked to them and people
should cooperate fully in the
survey,” Madani said.
He said the madrassas are
instructed to keep their rules
and account correct and
conduct audits from time to
time.
Madani said that the madrassas will not take help
from the government for
day-to-day religious affairs
adding that the government
can help in building schools

and colleges. “There is no
anger in the Muslim society
about the survey. We run
madrassas with the donations of Muslims. The account is open. Anyone can
check if there are atrocities against children in any
madrassa. If something is
found then, shut it down,”
Madani said. Madani said
if a madrasa is on the land
of the government, then the
government has the right to
demolish it, but “if the madrasa is on its own land, then
we are against it.”
He said the convention appealed to all Islamic madrassas to cooperate with the survey team. “Thus, madrassas
are advised to provide accurate information to the survey team so that there are no
adverse events. If there are
regulatory lapses, the same
should be addressed on
an urgent basis. Secondly,
maintain financial transparency, get audited annually
by auditors, keep records of
audits, and ensure audits are
flawless. Maintain the ma-

drasa property documents,”
Madani said.
Madani said the madrassas
were advised to ensure that
the property of the madrasa
or the society or the trust
running them are registered
as per rules. He said madrassas are advised to maintain a
hygienic and clean environment for the students.
A convention of madrassas
of Uttar Pradesh was held in
Darul Uloom, Deoband on
the survey of unrecognized
madrassas by the state government on Sunday. The
convention was attended by
over 250 madrassa representatives.
Earlier this month, the
Uttar Pradesh government
started the process of conducting a survey of the Islamic education institutions.
According to the government order, the survey will
be on the basis of 12 aspects.
The teams of officials for the
Madrassas survey have been
constituted by District Magistrate (DM) as per government order.

'make in india'

IAF’s ‘Project Cheetah’ to be
awarded to Indian firms
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

With all major import deals
being either put on hold or
scrapped by the Narendra
Modi government, the Indian Air Force is now planning
to go ahead with its Project
Cheetah under the “Make
in India” route, where Indian defence manufacturers
would arm the Israeli Heron
drones with strike capabilities.
Under the ambitious Project Cheetah, the Indian Air
Force wants to upgrade its
existing fleet of Israeli-origin
Heron unmanned aerial vehicles with better communication facilities and missiles
that can target enemy positions from long range. As

per plans, the project was
to be completed with Israeli
weapon manufacturers.
“Now, the IAF is planning
to go ahead with the upgrade
of its drones by involving
Indian defence firms under
Make in India in defence,”
government sources told
the press.
The IAF is the main lead
in the project under which
the Israeli drones in the
Navy and the Army are also
planned to be upgraded with
strike capabilities and better
surveillance and reconnaissance pods.
The three services have for
a long time depended upon
IAF-made Searcher II and
Heron UAVs for reconnaissance and snooping purposes.

With the upgrade in snooping capabilities, the forces
on the ground would also
be able to get pinpoint intelligence about hideouts in
areas where men have to be
involved in operations.
The upgrades would also
enable the ground stations
to operate these aircraft from
far-off distances and control
them through a satellite
communication system.
The surveillance capabilities of the UAVs planned
to be upgraded would be
similar to those that have
been acquired by the Indian Army and IAF under
the emergency acquisition powers granted to the
forces by the government in
wake of the ongoing military standoff.

national security

Indian Army issues tenders for
buying guns, missiles under
emergency powers
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

With an aim to gear up
for the future and fight
future wars with indigenous weapons, the Indian
Army has issued multiple
tenders to buy guns, missiles, drones, and many
other systems from domestic manufacturers to
meet critical requirements
under emergency procurement procedures. "We have
invited the Indian defence
industry to offer critical defence equipment for emergency procurement.
"Proposals are being
fielded for guns, missiles,
drones, counter-drones,
loiter munitions, communication and optical systems,
specialist vehicles, engineering equipment, and alternate energy resources,"
the Indian Army said today.
The process will be based
on compressed timelines,
wherein the procurement
window will be open to
Indian industry for six
months and the industry

would be expected to deliver equipment within
one year of signing the
contract.
Procurement cases will
be based on open tender
inquiries, the force said.
Under emergency procurement powers, the
armed forces can buy
equipment worth Rs 300
crore under capital procurement cases and Rs
500 crore under revenue

procurement cases.
The clearance for making
these procurements was accorded to the three services
at the last defence acquisition council held by the Narendra Modi government.
The forces have been
granted these powers for a
six-month window where
they can buy any weapon
system of their choice produced under the "Make in
India" route.
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MEMORIAL LECTURE

WORKING PROCESS

Justice Verma Memorial
Lecture series kicks off
TDG Network
Madhya Pradesh

J

ustice Tankha Memorial School of Jabalpur
celebrated its 25th anniversary on Saturday with
the inauguration of the first
Justice Verma Memorial Lecture. The event was held at
Manas Bhawan in Jabalpur,
Madhya Pradesh. The institution is dedicated to differently abled children and has
been contributing since 1997.
The school has produced
over 200 skilled, differently
abled students.
The Justice Verma Memorial Committee, which is
chaired by Rajya Sabha MP
and Senior Advocate Vivek Tankha, organised the
event with the assistance of
the Bar Council of India, the
State Bar Council of Madhya
Pradesh, and the Bar Association of Jabalpur.
The Vice President of

Vivek Tankha with Member of Paliramnet Kartikeya Sharma.

India, Jagdeep Dhankar
graced the occasion with his
presence as the Chief Guest.
He was joined by Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan and
Governor Mangubhai Patel.
Meanwhile, Justice J.K Maheshwari and Justice S.K.
Kaul, Justice Ravi Malimath,
and the Chief Justice of Madhya Pradesh were also present at the event.
At the event, they witnessed the overwhelming
performances of the differ-

ently-abled children.
While inaugurating the
first Justice Verma Memorial Lecture, Vivek Tankha
paid tribute to Justice Verma,
saying, “Justice J.S. Verma
was a man of rectitude. His
decisions spoke on behalf of
him.”
Vivek Tankha remembered Justice Verma as saying, “At times, I would file my
cases without reading them.
Once, Justice Verma came
across a case that I had filed
for Mr Pathak (my senior)

Differently-abled children performing at the event.

and asked to meet me. “
Tankha added that Justice
Verma asked him if he was
Chittaranjan Bandhu Das
and that he did not have the
time to read what he had
filed and asked to rectify his
mistakes. This made Tankha
speechless.
Furthermore, he said, “After that incident, I promised
my senior that I wouldn’t
file the case until I had thoroughly reviewed it.”
“Justice Verma was strict
but had an extremely like-

able personality that his juniors feared due to his charisma,” stated Tankha.
Amid the celebration, two
major announcements were
made related to the health
and education sectors. This
includes the hosting of free
OPDs in 60 different hospitals in Jabalpur starting from
2 October, and the launch of
‘First-in-Class E-Vidya’ to offer support to all the children
in need.
Justice J.S. Verma, inaugurated the school in 1997.

LOCAL LANGUAGE

Hindi should be language of law: Madhya pradesh CM
TDG Network  
Jabalpur

On the occasion of 25 years of Justice
Tankha Memorial School, the first
Justice Verma Memorial Lecture was
held at Manas Bhawan in Jabalpur
on Saturday. Addressing the event,
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan discussed
the importance of the use of mother
tongue language in Courts. He said,

“Citizens are unable to understand
the judgments passed by the courts
as 92% of the citizens in Madhya
Pradesh do not know English.”
“I ask for our mother tongue to be
introduced into the courts, Kannad
in Karnataka, Tamil in Tamil Nadu,
and Hindi, which is our mother
language in Madhya Pradesh,” he
added.
In addition, Shivraj said, “I would
like to congratulate Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, who is extremely
proud of his language and speak it
throughout the globe and Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, who was the first politician
to deliver a speech in Hindi.”
The chief minister of Madhya
Pradesh further called for the teaching of engineering and medical disciplines in Hindi in the state of Madhya
Pradesh.
Remembering Justice J.S. Verma,
Shivraj Singh Chouhan expressed,

“Justice J.S. Varma is a source of
pride in Madhya Pradesh. His landmark verdicts cannot be forgotten
and have established how the rule
of law is followed. His judgement of
1997 on the Vishakha case has set a
benchmark in preventing harassment of women at workplaces and
is still followed across the nation.”
He added, “ The entire nation will
always be grateful for the amendments brought in 2012.”

all institutions must follow
constitution: Jagdeep Dhankar
TDG Network
JABALPUR

The Vice President of India,
Jagdeep Dhankar, graced the
first Justice Verma Memorial Lecture on Sunday as
the Chief Guest. Addressing
the event, Jagdeep Dhankar
spoke about the importance
of constitutional rights and
duties. He said, “The adherence to constitutional prescriptions by all institutions
is not optional,” adding, “If
democracy has to function
in proper order, then all the
institutions are required to
stay within the bounds of
the constitution.”
He emphasised the importance of democracy and its
effects on running a smooth
society. He stated, “Democracy can nurture, blossom,
and can impart healthy effects both socially and for the
welfare of the people.”

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankar addressing the event.

Further, talking about
the working process of the
constitutional institutions—
Legislative, Executive, and
Judiciary—Dhankar said, “If
constitutional institutions are
in sync with each other, and
their actions are within the
limits set by the constitution,
they can serve the larger public interest.” He appealed to

all the constitutional institutions to take a fresh look and
said, “I strongly urge and
appeal that time has now
come for a fresh look by all
institutions; legislature, executive, and judiciary, and
they confine themselves to
the role prescribed to them by
the constitution. This will be
good for the country. “

legal REFORM

Justice s.k. kaul for digital
solution of Vishaka Guidelines
TDG Network
Jabalpur

Supreme Court Judge, Justice Sanjay K Kaul, speaking at the event, focused on
‘Vishaka’ – Digital Solution
for Prevention, Prohibition
and Redressal of sexual
harrasment complaints.
Speaking about Justice
Verma’s career, Justice Kaul
said, “It would be appropriate to begin with the most
celebrated decision of them

all, which is the Vishaka
structure in the state of Rajasthan. Petitioners wanted
the Supreme Court to be a
forum which could highlight
issues, especially because
they felt that it had been slow
to respond to them.”
“Justice Verma evolved
a set of guidelines for preventing and addressing
sexual harassment in the
workplace. The guidelines,
not only provided an immediate solution for those

who were vulnerable, but
it also kickstarted a lengthy
and ongoing movement for
a more comprehensive and
inclusive set of guidelines for
women in the workplace,” he
added.
Praising the far-sightedness of Justice Verma, Justice Kaul said, «The sexual
harassment act for women
at workplaces came to be
passed more than a decade
after Justice Verma’s judgement.”
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top of the day
Truck collides
with trolley in
Kurukshetra, 4
killed
KURUKSHETRA: A truck
collided with a tractor
trolley in which four people
died on the spot while at
least eight people were
injured in Kurukshetra.
On Saturday night, up to
25 people were riding in a
tractor trolley on their way
to a religious programme
in the village of Habana
when it was hit from
behind by a truck. Four
people died on the spot
and about eight to nine
people are said to be injured. Of the four deceased,
two were small girls. The
victims were from the villages of Bhainsi Majra and
Solu Majra in Kurukshetra.
The injured were shifted
to Lok Nayak Jai Prakash
Narayan Hospital. Two seriously injured people were
referred to Chandigarh.

14 IAS officers
transferred in
UTTAR PRADESH
LUCKNOW: In another
major administrative rejig,
the Uttar Pradesh government led by Yogi Adityanath
on Saturday reshuffled 14
Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officers including
the District Magistrates
of 10 districts. According
to the official order, new
District Magistrates were
appointed in Hardoi, Barabanki, Mirzapur, Ghazipur,
Agra, Chandauli, Mathura,
Pilibhit, Bhadohi and Sant
Kabir Nagar. Barabanki
District Magistrate Adarsh
Singh has been appointed as Commissioner
in-charge of the Jhansi
division and Ghazipur DM
Mangla Prasad Singh
has been transferred to
the DM of Hardoi. Hardoi
District Magistrate Avinash
Singh is now the new DM
of Barabanki, while Sant
Kabir Nagar DM Divya Mittal has been transferred as
the new District Magistrate
of Mirzapur. Bhadohi DM
Aryaka Akhoury has been
made the new District
Magistrate of Ghazipur
and Navneet Singh Chahal,
the District Magistrate of
Mathura is now transferred as the DM of Agra
district. Varanasi Development Authority’s ViceChairman Isha Duhan has
been made the new DM of
Chandauli.

Amit Shah flags
off PM Modi
cross-country
slum run
NEW DELHI: Amit Shah
on Sunday flagged off
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s cross-country
slum run at Major Dhyan
Chand National Stadium in the national
capital as part of “Sewa
karyakram”. More than
10,000 children and
youth from slums will
participate in the race.
The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has also
planned a two-week long
programme to mark PM
Narendra Modi’s birthday.
The party is observing a 21-day “Seva and
Samarpan” campaign
from September 17 (to
October 2 during which
various programmes are
being organised. Blood
donation camps, health
check-up camps and
other programmes are
being organised as part
of the campaign.

nation
In Himachal Pradesh

security breach

Villagers spot Pakistan drone in
Jammu and Kashmir’s Jakh
TDG NETWORK
SAMBA

T

he Special Operations Group (SOG) on
Sunday conducted a
search operation in the border area of Jakh in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Samba after a
suspected drone was spotted
by the villagers a day before.
The Deputy Superintendent
of Police said that they started
the search operation after
the villagers informed them
about a suspected drone here.
“Pakistan has once again carried out a drone conspiracy in
Samba. We received information from villagers about the
sighting of a suspected drone;
a search operation is under-

way,” Gharu Ram, DSP, SOG
said.
“According to the defence
sources, a drone from Pakistan entered Indian territory
on Saturday evening, after
which there was a stir among
the local people and security
forces,” he added.
The DSP further informed
that the drone was sighted
at Sarathi Kalan, which is a
border village in the Samba
sector. The drone then went
through the villages of Dera
and Madoon towards Regal
with sparkling white light
and went back from Chak
Dulma to Haider Post in
Pakistan.
“Whereas the said drone
was flying at a height of at

least 1 kilometre above the
ground, the security forces,
on the other hand, went to
the spot and took stock of the
situation and conducted the
search operation in all the
areas in the morning,” DSP
Gharu Ram said, adding that
Pakistan has made such efforts many times before in
which it has landed arms and
ammunition in Indian territory through drones.
The security forces have
also caught a consignment of
weapons and narcotics besides killing the smugglers,
thus making it a failure.
Meanwhile, the SOG of Jammu and Kashmir police also
launched a massive search
operation in Bandrali, Jakh

and other adjoining areas of
Samba, as Gharu Ram further said that the area is very
sensitive and “we, along with
the CRPF and J-K Police, have
launched a massive search
operation in that area.”
Previously, a Pakistani
drone was spotted near the
international border in Punjab’s Gurdaspur on the morning of September, and as per
the information, that drone
had flown back towards the
Pakistani side after the Border Security Force (BSF)
troops fired several rounds
at it.
According to the BSF, till
July this year, a total of 107
drones flying from across
the border were spotted in-

side Indian Territory, as compared to 97 drones spotted in
the whole of last year.
As many as 97 drones coming from across the border
were sighted by the BSF in
2021 along the international
border (IB), including 64
such cases in Punjab, 31 in
Jammu, and two drones were
seen entering from the Line
of Control (LOC) in Jammu.
Till July 2022, as many as
107 drones were sighted
along the IB, including 14 in
Jammu and 93 in the Punjab
sector. A senior BSF officer
said that most of these drones
have come from Pakistan and
are used to deliver narcotics,
weapons, explosives, and ammunition.

agenda

boosting morale

ITBP promotes 64 head constables ChHattisgarh Congress
of Animal Transport cadre to ASI to hold meeting on
organisation elections
TDG NETWORK 
New Delhi

The Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) has promoted 64
head constables of its Animal
Transport cadre to the newly
created post of Assistant SubInspector (ASI) based on a
Departmental Promotion
Committee (DPC).
“All 64 posts of Assistant
Sub Inspector in the Animal Transport (AT) cadre of
ITBP are newly created posts
to open promotion avenues
for the personnel and boost
the already high morale,” the
ITBP said in a statement. All
64 Head Constables will now
become subordinate officers
(SOs), said the Central Armed
Police Force, adding “all have
put in 25-30 years of service
in ITBP”.
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) had notified the
recruitment rules for the post
of ASI/AT in July this year,
and this fast-track DPC has
ensured that promotions are
implemented without further
delay. “It was one of the most
long-awaited and largest promotions in the history of one
of the toughest cadres of ITBP
Animal Transport, which is
deployed at remote border
outposts in difficult terrains

TDG Network
RAIPUR

ITBP personnel from the Animal Transport cadre.

along the 3,488-kilometer
mountainous border,” said
ITBP Spokesperson Vivek
Pandey.
The AT cadre is also engaged in the dogs’ training,
including providing some
of the best training in the
country for K9s. The ITBP
has ponies, mules, and yaks
to support logistic supplies in
harsh border areas, which are
managed by its AT cadre officials.
The DPC was headed by
DIG Sudhakar Natarajan,
the seniormost officer of the
Vet Cadre of the Force. The
DPC had two other members
who scrutinised the medical
category, service records for
five years, mandatory courses

noteworthy

In a move toward simplification of procedures, so
far 38 contracts have been
awarded using e-auction by
North Central Railway for
parcel leasing, pay and use
of the toilet, parking, commercial publicity, ATM,
etc., and it has earned an
income of Rs. 266.50 lakh
through this, said the
Northern Central Railway
in a statement.
According to the official
information given by NCR,
out of 678 assets under nonfare revenue, 406 assets
were auctioned and 10 contracts were allotted through
e-auction by Prayagraj Division. For the first time,
contracts for seven assets
were awarded through
e-auction. Similarly, in
Jhansi and Agra divisions,
contracts awarded through
e-auction include parking
contracts and commercial
advertisements at various
locations.
It is noteworthy that
the Railway Board issued
guidelines on June 13,

done and integrity certificate
amongst other parameters
before recommending fitness
for promotion.
“There is no greater happiness for an officer. It is an
honour to head this DPC and
be bestowed with the onerous
responsibility of ensuring the
selection and promotion of 64
personnel. There is indeed no
greater joy for me than this
happy duty,” DIG Sudhakar
Natarajan said.
DPC has recommended
their promotion to ASI rank
in the pay matrix level-5 (Rs
29,000-Rs 92,300). All 64
Head Constables, posted
to different units, are being
pipped in with their new
ranks.

The Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress Committee will
hold an important meeti n g. Th e age n d a it e m
for the meeting is an organisational election in
the state unit.
The meeting will be attended by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, party state
in-charge PL Punia and
other leaders of the state.
Meanwhile, CM Baghel will
visit Belaudi and Jewartala
in Gundardehi assembly
constituency in Balod district for the ‘Bhent-Mulaqat’
programme of the state government.
Earlier on Wednesday,
Baghel had visited Raigarh.
Through this programme,
there is conversation between
leaders and the people regarding different schemes of the
state government. It includes
giving information to people
about government schemes
related to farmers, students,
and tribal people and also taking feedback on how they are
being implemented. If there
are issues regarding their implementation, then action is

taken to resolve those issues.
Talking about the ‘BhentMulaqat’ Programme, Baghel told the press, “It is
through this Programme
that the people’s issues reach
us. That is why there is a
dialogue in the meeting, information is given about the
schemes, for the farmers, for
the school children. We have
made many schemes for tribals, women, labourers, and
farmers, and their benefits
are being given to the beneficiaries.”
He further spoke about
h e a l t h a n d e du c at i o n
schemes in Chattisgarh, “We
have been very successful
with the Haat Bazar Clinic
scheme. We are also getting
cheap medicines under the
Shri Dhanwantri Yojana and
we are giving assistance up
to Rs 20 lakh under the Dr
Khubchand Baghel health
scheme. On the education
side, at Swami Atmanand
English Schools and Hindi
Schools, there is a big demand for it. Last year, 279
schools were operated by us,
and 422 schools will start in
the next education session.
In this way, 700 schools will
be start.”

Congress alleges BJP
of using public funds
for election campaign
TDG NETWORK 
SHIMLA

The Congress Party on Saturday alleged that the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and the Himachal Pradesh government
are misusing public funds
on party campaigns ahead of
state assembly elections.
The chief spokesperson of
the Himachal Pradesh Congress Committee (HPCC) and
chairman of the media wing,
Naresh Chauhan, accused
the state government of using public funds in the name
of Azadi ka Amrit Mahtsov.
He also attacked Smriti Irani
for not doing anything about
the farmers’ issues. Taking
a dig at Smriti Irani, who
addressed the Mahila Sammelan “Nari ko Naman”
Programme in Himachal on
Friday, Naresh Chauhan said,
“Smriti Irani was protesting against the inflation with
cylinders on the roads when
LPG cylinders were Rs 400
rupees and now while the
LPG cylinder is over Rs 1,100
today, she is mum on this. The
farmers and apple producers
are not getting the real cost of
the fruit. They are not able to
get even the cost of production. The Union and state
governments have stopped
subsidies for fertilizers, pesti-

cides, and antiseptics. Smriti
Irani did not speak anything
on these issues.”
The Congress spokesperson, Alka Lamba, accused
Union Minister Smriti Irani
of “failing to answer the questions of women and the people of the state”.
“Smriti Irani was in Himachal Pradesh today. She
failed to answer the women
of Himachal Pradesh who
are demanding to refill the
LPG cylinders under the
Ujawala Yojana. The people
of the state and country are
facing the serious issue of inflation. Smriti Ji should have
addressed those issues of the
farmers in Rampur who are
growing apples and, due to
the bad policies of the state
and union governments, the
farmers are being looted by
PM Modi’s friends. The apple
growers there are in distress,
and she did not have any answers to the key issues. Instead of answering the issues
of the people, she focused
her speech on personal issues,” said Alka Lamba. On
being asked about the special
mobile digital vans to spread
awareness about the development, Lamba said, “Had
there been real development
in the state, there would be no
need for such propaganda.”

in uttar pradesh

Residents urge CM
Yogi to demolish
their apartments
TDG NETWORK 
KANPUR

Residents of a residential
society in Uttar Pradesh’s
Kanpur urged Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath to demolish
their apartments, claiming
there were severe cracks in
the buildings. Residents of
Kanpur’s KDA residency
claimed that the structures
were of poor quality and that
low-grade materials were
used in their construction.
They also said that after the
recent rains, the basement
of the buildings got flooded
and cracks appeared on the
beams and walls. “The apart-

ments were not made of the
quality that was promised to
us. Inferior construction materials were used. The building has deteriorated and we
are apprehensive about it
collapsing. Authorities are
yet to take any action,” residents told the press.
Pertinent to mention last
month, the 100-metre tall Supertech twin towers in Sector
93A, Noida, were demolished
by the administration after
the Supreme Court’s order
for flouting norms. The towers came crashing down
within a span of nearly nine
seconds after the use of 3,700
kg of explosives.

adventure sports

Railways e-auctioned
38 contracts
TDG Network
PRAYAGRAJ

5

2022, for the award of commercial contracts through
e-auction.
“Under this, it has been
ensured to award commercial contracts like parcel
leasing, pay and use toilets,
parking, commercial publicity, ATMs, etc. through
e-auction. Under the e-auction, the bidder has to register himself on the IREPS
website. For this, once, Rs
10,000 has to be deposited
as a registration fee through
the IREPS website and the
bidder has to open his current account in SBI Bank,”
read a statement.
The e-auction process was
completely online, and being online also increased
transparency and trust.
“With this policy, any bidder can bid from anywhere.
Earnest money at the time
of bidding has also been
reduced as compared to
earlier. If the bidder does
not get the contract, the earnest money will be refunded immediately, whereas
earlier this amount was
not refundable till the
contract is awarded,” the
statement added.

Fishing competition brings cheer to
anglers, adventure lovers in Pahalgam
TDG NETWORK 
PAHALGAM

A fishing competition was
organized on Sunday in
Pahalgam. The competition
was organized by the Kashmir Angler’s Federation
(KAF) in collaboration with
the department of tourism
and fisheries and aimed to
promote adventure sports
as well as adventure tourism. Because on an international level, especially in
European countries, people
have a huge passion for angling and they are having a
good time angling.
So to revive angling activities in the valley, the authorities organised wonderful
fishing competitions that
attracted a good number of
anglers from the valley, including youngsters also.
The department of fisheries has also been making
some efforts to boost trout
fish culture, even though
they are spreading the seeds
on different farms aimed to
maintain the importance of
trout fish, which is a major attraction for anglers.

Competitors of the Fishing competion.

Fazlul Haseeb (Director,
Tourism Kashmir) told
the press, “Kashmir valley,
which is also known as an
angler’s paradise, and the
trout fish of the valley are
famous all over the world,
which can attract a large
number of international angling lovers from different
parts of the world. I think
in the case of adventurous
sports, angling has always

been a traditional part of
Kashmiri life. Through this
event, we are being supported by the department
of fisheries and it’s wonderful to see so many anglers
from different parts of the
country, including local anglers, who come forward to
help us ensure that angling
is an adventure sport.”
He added that fishing
competitions bring cheer

to energetic anglers and adventure lovers in Pahalgam.
“Kashmir valley has huge
potential for angling and
in the past hundreds of anglers have visited the valley
for angling and such activities have always helped to
promote adventure sports
and tourism. I say this it is
a very dangerous drug, but
it has no side effects. This
competition is a very good

step taken for both the locals and the visitors,” Mohamad Yousuf, Angler said.
According to Sameer,
the organizer of the fishing competition, dozens
of streams in the Kashmir
valley are well-known for
angling, including Pahalgam’s Lidder Valley, Arin
Bandipora, and Harwan
Dachigam. But unfortunately, due to the large scale
extraction of stones, sand,
and fish from the streams
by locals, the streams are
affected on a large scale.
So, for the safety and preservation of these streams
for future generations, the
government took this initiative and organised a wonderful fishing competition
in the streams of the worldfamous tourist destination
Pahalgam, known as the
valley of shepherds.
A renowned angler of the
valley, M. Yousuf Baktoo,
said, “I have been fishing
for 45 years, but for the first
time this event is happening. This is very good stuff
for the locals and the tourists.”
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top of the day
Food Secretary
reviews lab
functioning at
sugar institute
in Pune

PUNE: Secretary,
Department of Food
and Public Distribution
(DFPD), Sudhanshu Pandey visited Vasantdada
Sugar Institute (VSI) in
Manjiri Gaon, Pune, and
reviewed the workings
of the NABL-accredited
laboratories functioning at VSI. During the
visit, the DFPD Secretary
reviewed the workings of
NABL-accredited laboratories established on
the campus working to
develop various products
and byproducts of the
sugarcane industry.

Revenue
Intelligence
seizes
e-cigarettes
worth Rs 48 CR
MUNDRA: The Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) seized
e-cigarettes estimated
to be worth Rs 48 crore
from Mundra Port on
Friday as they were
being smuggled by
way of misdeclaration
and concealment. The
e-cigarettes were attempting to be smuggled
through Mundra Port
via misdeclaration and
concealment. Acting on
an intelligence input, the
container was identified
and checked upon arrival
by DRI, which led to the
recovery of e-cigarettes.
E-cigarettes and all
other accompanying
goods in the container
have been accordingly
seized under provisions
of the Customs Act.

Sambit Patra
slams Delhi CM

NEW DELHI: Bharatiya
Janata Party national
spokesperson Sambit
Patra slammed Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal for being a
staunchly dishonest
political leader and said
that India can never
become number one in
the world with corrupt
moves by the Kejriwal-led
government. “India will
not become the number
one country by engaging
in liquor scams. Harassment of women in ration
cards will not make India
No. Scams in buying
DTC buses and the Delhi
Health Minister’s scams
will not make India No. 1,”
said Patra.

Jitendra Singh
to take part in
Global Clean
Energy Action
Forum
NEW DELHI: Union Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Science and
Technology Jitendra
Singh will leave on Monday for a five-day visit to
the USA to participate in
the Global Clean Energy
Action Forum. Singh will
lead the Joint Indian
Ministerial Delegation of
Power, New and Renewable Energy, and Science
and Technology to take
part in the joint convening of the Clean Energy
Ministerial (CEM13) and
Mission Innovation (MI-7)
from September 21–23,
2022, at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
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inter-state relations

IN PUDUCHERRY

CMs of Kerala, Karnataka
meet to iron out issues
TDG NETWORK
BENGALURU

K

erala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
met Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai,
in Bengaluru on Sunday.
Kerala’s state chief was
felicitated by his Karnataka
counterpart. Both the state
chiefs held a meeting to discuss inter-state and mutual
interest issues in Bengaluru.
“Had a fruitful meeting
with Shri Pinarayi Vijayan,
the Chief Minister of Kerala.
Various issues of interstate
and mutual interest were
discussed,” tweeted CM
Bommai.
The Karnataka CM also
later spoke to the media and
said that some proposals by
the Kerala CM were also rejected.
“Three projects proposed
by Kerala CM Pinarayi Vi-

jayan during his visit were
rejected as they fall within
the scope of environmentally
sensitive zones,” said Karnataka CM Basavaraj Bommai.
Earlier in the day, the Karnataka CM called the Xpress
clinic a model for the entire
country and added that
more such clinics will be set
up in different parts of the
city soon.
He said this while inaugurating the hi-tech diagnostic service Xpress Clinic
in Malleswaram Assembly
Constituency.
He complimented IT Minister Dr C.N. Ashwath Narayana for starting a model
diagnostic centre with the
coordination of Manipal Institutions and for providing
the poor with an opportunity to get treatment at very
concessional rates.
“The APL cardholders will
get a 30 percent rebate, and

elections

Ahead of the upcoming Gujarat polls, the Aam Aadmi
Party has launched a youth
face in the state and appointed Rajya Sabha MP Raghav
Chadha as the co-incharge
(Sah-Prabhari) for elections.
Chadha had previously
played an important role in
enabling AAP to register its
victory in Punjab and Delhi.
“I thank @ArvindKejriwal ji
for entrusting me with this
big responsibility. I will put
in my blood, sweat, tears,
and toil to meet the expectations of my party. Gujarat
wants change, Gujarat wants
good education-healthcare.
Gujarat wants Kejriwal,” the
Rajya Sabha MP tweeted after the party announced his
appointment.
“Congratulations and best
wishes to Rajya Sabha MP
and youth leader Shri @
raghav_chadha on his appointment as ‘AAP’ Gujarat
co-in-charge!” AAP Gujarat
tweeted in Gujarati.
AAP made its debut in Gujarat in the 2017 Assembly
polls but could not open its
account.
AAP’s hopes in Gujarat
have been fuelled by its

BPL card holders will be
examined at a much lower
price. This has had the most
wonderful job, and he has
shown the use of digital
technology and science,” he
announced.
The BJP leader also praised
the Prime Minister and the
country’s healthcare system,
saying, “The healthcare services in the country are very
good and Prime Minister

Narendra Modi has enabled
healthcare for all through
the ‘Ayushman Bharat’
scheme. The government
hospitals will benefit if this
scheme is used rightly.”
Th e C M f u r t h e r a nnounced that Xpress Clinics
will be opened at 20 different
places across the 243 wards
in the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
limits.

investigation

AAP appoints
Raghav Chadha as
co-incharge for
Gujarat polls
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan

performance in the February 2021 Surat Municipal
Corporation (SMC) polls, in
which the BJP won 93 seats,
while the Aam Aadmi Party
bagged 27 seats and the Congress drew a blank.
Meanwhile, in the 2017

Raghav Chadha

Assembly elections, the
Congress gave a scare to the
ruling BJP by restricting its
MLAs to 99 and winning
77 seats on its own. There
are 182 assembly seats in
Gujarat. Notably, the party
has been constantly making
efforts to replace the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party in
Gujarat.

Wife finds after
8 years she was married
to woman fraudulently
TDG NETWORK
VADODARA

A shocking incident of a female discovering after several years of marriage that her
spouse is a female by birth
surfaced in the Vadodra district of Gujrat. The marriage
took place in 2014.
However, the lady’s husband, Dr Viraj Vardhan from
Delhi, refuted the allegations
and said that she knew everything prior to the marriage as he had “shown” and
made her aware that he had
undergone gender-reassignment surgery. He said that he
also told her about the three
stages that were yet to be performed. “She knew everything. She had said that she
and her daughter are very
much attached to you,” Viraj
alias Vijeta said.
“I officially adopted her
daughter. She had even
broken the engagement,
demanding a house before
marriage, and after nine
years she claims that she
doesn’t even know her husband’s body,” he said.
Talking further to the media people, Viraj said, “Since
we were living in different
rooms for the past year, she
had installed a camera over
in my room and clicked pic-

tures. She, along with her
brother, came to me in April
of this year with those pictures.”
Viraj, however, accepted
that he was a female by birth
and later trans-gendered before the marriage.
The case came to light
when a woman hailing from
Sayajiganj lodged a complaint against her husband
Viraj in the city’s Gotri police station after discovering
the medical reports of his
surgery conducted in 2020
in Kolkata.
The woman, in her complaint, had alleged that her
husband was initially a female who had undergone
sex-change surgery and kept
the matter secret for eight
years of their marriage.
As per the complainant,
the accused Viraj, who belonged to Delhi, got married
to the Vadodara-based lady,
but the couple never had
any “relationship like that of
a husband and wife”.
By examining the documents of surgery on the
lower part of her husband’s
body, the complainant said
that this was when she
learned that her husband Viraj was originally Vijeta and
had undergone surgery on
the body’s upper part dur-

legacy

Indian knowledge systems
today have become more relevant than ever, especially in
providing solutions to current global challenges, Union
Education and Skill Development Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan said in Thanjavur
on Sunday. Speaking at the
36th convocation event of
Sastra University, Pradhan
said, “We have inherited a
great civilizational legacy
from our greats like Charaka,
Sushruta, Aryabhatta, Bhaskaracharya, Nagarjuna, and
Thiruvalluvar that led our
education system to solve
global challenges.”
Pradhan said that the magnificent temples of Tamil

ing the wedding.
After getting a hold of the
relevant facts, the police registered a First Information
Report on the matter and
brought Viraj alias Vijeta
from Delhi to Vadodara.
The woman’s advocate,
Siddhartha Pawar, disclosed
that the couple had married
after reaching out to each
other through an online
matrimonial site, and when
both the families met in Vadodara, none of the females
in the accused’s family had
revealed the matter.
The police have also registered a complaint against
the accused’s mother and
sister for allegedly hiding
the truth.
“The complainant woman
saw a match with Dr Viraj
for herself through a matrimonial site in 2014, she
was a widow...after shifting
to Delhi, the couple could
not dwell on the physical relationship, when the
complainant questioned her
husband he dismissed the
discussion and had said her
that he met with an accident
when he was in Russia and
sometimes he used to deliver
excuses of allergy in the private parts,” said Abhay Soni,
Deputy Commissioner of Police, Vadodara.

TDG NETWORK
PUDUCHERRY

Due to the rapid spread of viral fever in Puducherry and
Karaikal, the education department has ordered holidays for schools from classes
1 to 8 from September 17 to
September 25.
Viral fever, which usually
spreads during the rainy season, is spreading rapidly in
Puducherry. The incidence
of this flu has been low for
the last 2 years due to the reduced movement of people
because of the lockdown
due to the Corona pandemic. In this case, now that the
coronavirus infection has reduced, people are not wearing face shields, not maintaining personal distance,
and going in crowds, so
this viral fever is spreading
rapidly. Meanwhile, due to
the fact that this infection is
increasing day by day, many
people are being treated for
fever in hospitals. In this
situation, the Puducherry
Education Department has
given one week of holiday
to the schools from 1st to 8th
standard.
Puducherry State Health
Department Director Dr Sriramalu said, “In Puducherry
for the last 10 days, more
children are suffering from
symptoms like fever, cough,
and cold. Its numbers are
constantly increasing. Fever
spreads from one person to
another through the breath
of children. It is especially
prevalent in schools. Affected children can prevent

this viral fever by staying at
home, wearing face masks,
maintaining personal distance, and washing their
hands frequently.”
The Health Department
suggested to the School Education Department of Puducherry that the spread of
this disease can be controlled
in Puducherry through this.
Based on this, the Puducherry government has granted
holidays to the school in the
interest of security.
“It is only a viral fever that
usually comes during the
rainy season and people
need not panic,” said Dr. Sriramalu.
Due to the spread of viral fever, especially in Puducherry and Karaikal, the
Education Department has
announced holidays for all
school students in Puducherry and Karaikal from September 17 to September 25.
In order to deal with this
viral fever, the Puducherry
Health Department has set
up 24-hour special outpatient and inpatient wards
for influenza at government
general hospitals in Puducherry, Karaikal, Mahe and
Enat, Indira Gandhi Medical College, and Rajiv Gandhi
Government Women and
Children’s Hospital.
People should drink boiled
drinking water, wear face
shields, and keep a personal
distance at all times. If there
is a fever patient in the house,
the patient should wear a
face mask, isolate himself,
avoid going to gatherings,
and avoid outside food.

in maharashtra

ATS detains
Jharkhand
Maoist leader
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

On Sunday, the Maharashtra
Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS)
detained a Jharkhand Maoist leader who was carrying
a Rs 15 lakh reward on his
head.
In an early morning operation, the ATS detained
him after a raid at a chawl
in Dhanvi, Ramnagar and
Nalasopara, adjo ining
Mumbai. According to ATS,
Karu Hulas Yadav (45) is a
regional committee member

of the banned CPI (Maoist) in
Jharkhand.
Yadav had come to Maharashtra for medical treatment. He originally hails
from Dodga village in Hazaribagh district of Jharkhand
has been active in the CPI
(Maoist) since 2004 and
carries a reward of Rs 15 lakh
on his head. More than 30
cases have been registered
against him. The Jharkhand
Police have been informed
about the operation and a
further inquiry is going on,
the ATS added.

cm vs governor

Pradhan calls for emphasis on all Indian
languages, Indian knowledge systems
TDG NETWORK
THANJAVUR

It has been decided to
open Jayadeva Hospital
on all four sides of the city,
and it has already started in
Malleswaram. In the coming
days, Xpress Clinics will be
opened in all 243 wards in
the BBMP limits. Priority
will be given to improving
the health system in Bengaluru.
The CM said that the health
services in BBMP limits
will be managed through a
separate system, “In Xpress
clinics, a 60 per cent concession will be given for BPL
cardholders in government
hospitals, and it will be 40
to 50 per cent for APL card
holders,” he added.
Minister Dr Ashwath Narayana, BBMP Chief Commissioner Tushar Girinath,
BBMP Special Officer Dr
Trilok Chandra and others were also present at the
event.

Schools shut for
9 days following
sudden spike in
flu-like fever cases

Nadu are wonders of the
world as well as reminders
of the fact that India was the
cradle of civilisation. “Tamil
Nadu is also a land blessed
with great knowledge diversity and the motto ‘Think
Merit, Think Transparency’
furthers this legacy,” he said,
adding that an icon like, Saint
Thiruvalluvar is no less than
any other literary figure,
scholar or philosopher, and
it is our duty to take Thiruvalluvar’s philosophy and
Indian knowledge systems
to the globe.
Pradhan congratulated
Chancellor Prof. R Sethuraman for his passion to provide quality higher education
during the last four decades
at Thirumalaisamudram.
He said, “Sastra has justi-

fied its name and demonstrated excellence in the field
of knowledge. I am happy to
know that Sastra University
is also foraying into humanities and liberal arts courses.
These are equally important
branches of studies, especially in a place like Thanjavur and Tamil Nadu, which is
renowned for its spectacular
art, architecture, music and
culture.”
He also said that by continuing the rich legacy of Dr. APJ
Abdul Kalam and many illustrious citizens of Tamil Nadu,
students of the university will
make the nation proud.
“As a premier institute
of higher learning, Sastra
University must continue
its pioneering efforts in research and innovation. He

expressed his confidence that
the leaders of SASTRA will
create sustainable entrepreneurial and developmental
models and lead humanity
to a bright future,” the Union
Minister said.
Pradhan also highlighted
the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 and said that it
emphasised Indian languages
as a philosophical document
to create global citizens.
“India as a civilisation has
a critical role in the next 25
years, and students have a
significant role to play in conserving and promoting our
civilizational legacy as well as
in advancing Indian knowledge systems for global welfare. Sastra University must
also become a torchbearer of
NEP 2020,” he added.

Police did not register case of
physical attack because CM was
involved: Kerala governor
TDG NETWORK
KOCHI

Kerala Governor Arif Mohammad Khan on Sunday
alleged that the Kerala Police did not register a case in
the three-year-old matter of
physical attack on him because Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan was involved in
the matter.
“If the police did not register the case, it was because
of the in-charge of the Home
Minister, who is currently
the state’s Chief Minister,
who had specifically instructed them (police) to not
report it,” governor Khan
told mediapersons. “I am

Arif Mohammad Khan

going to produce all the letters tomorrow which the
CM wrote to me. I am not
going to talk about other
things where he has sought
favours from me. I will only
talk about what he has written, where he assures us
that there will be no interference in the universities.

Now there is interference
and they are trying to take
control of the universities,”
he added.
Referring to the attack on
him three years ago, Governor Khan alleged that the
Kannur University Vice
Chancellor was used to ensure his availability so that
he could be attacked. This
was a conspiracy, he said.
He further added, “They
wanted to frighten me, and
there is no way. I wonder if
stopping the police personnel from acting was a part
of a conspiracy or a mere
favouritism that, according
to the governor, is seen everywhere.”
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Value upheaval
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Erasing colonial past

Chandigarh incident
Decolonising Bharat:
The Modi Factor
reminds value-based
ecosystem need of the hour

While Rajpath symbolised the power of the ruler, ‘Kartavya Path’ represents
the sense of duty as well as the spirit of public ownership and empowerment.
Rajpath was for the British Raj to which the people of India were enslaved.

The patriarchal and misogynist values that have been internalised since
ages reduce the womens’ worth merely as bodies. The very thought of
bodily image being tarnished out in the public domain scares all.

opinion
Dr. Veenat

W

aking up to the
visuals of students’ unrest in a
reputed university of Punjab
shocked all of us this Sunday
morning. Incidents of violence or brawls amongst the
youth are not uncommon
but this one is unusual and
shocking as the girl students
were seen protesting and
were upset about their very
sensitive and private affairs
being leaked on social media
and that too by their own
close aide who was a girl
herself. The facts of the matter are yet to be investigated
but such incidents make us
introspect our times and the
threats we live through in
this digital age from the sociological lens.
Incidents and reports of
cameras being secretly installed in the trial or green
rooms and the footage being leaked are the stories
we hear on a frequent basis.
Technology has been a tool
for the perpetrators in such
incidents. The breach of privacy is definitely a problem
in all these cases, but the
values that make victims
feel embarrassed and guilty
about these situations is another side of the coin.
The patriarchal and misogynist values that have
been internalised since ages
reduce the womens’ worth
merely as bodies. The very
thought of bodily image being tarnished out in the public domain scares us. Anyone, a friend, a foe or even
a stranger can threaten and

blackmail us using this tool.
Why is there so much fear?
Why are we so vulnerable
despite so many laws? Because our patriarchal society
considers women at fault in
a situation, where she might
actually be a victim. The
panic amongst young girls
is the example of the pressure that the women live-in
to maintain the sanctity/
sacredness of bodies, with a
sense of fear that if anything
goes wrong, they shall not be
seen as the victims but party
to the crime. However, the

in the ‘not-so-flourishing’
mundane situations. Hence,
the women in the society,
irrespective of age, social/financial status, are burdened
with the pressure of having
a ‘righteous image’ as per
the social norms created
for them. What happens if
this ‘righteous image’ gets
hampered? This bell rings
in their subconscious minds
all the time.
This incident also makes
me think about the awe of
social media. This pressure
of maintaining a ‘righteous
image’ has increased many
folds in the times of digital
culture. Any post or a viral
video might not trend for
more than a day but we
take that forwarded piece
of information so seriously
without analysing it or even
knowing its source or authenticity. Be it a positive
image building or tarnishing someone, social media

Chandigarh University students holds a protest on Saturday night
after alleged ‘leaked objectionable videos’ of women students
went viral, in Mohali. ANI

very idea of retaining sanctity of the bodies is ambiguous. On one hand, the global
entertainment industry
calculatively uses the glamour of women actresses to
flourish and the audiences
also wholeheartedly accept
it. But, on the other hand,
the same rule doesn’t apply

is the easiest tool. When accomplished celebrities, politicians and popular figures
are not spared, let alone the
innocent students. Being social animals, Homo sapiens,
have always been conscious
of their social image, but in
present times this image has
to be maintained virtually as

well. In the digital world, the
boundaries of what is absolutely ‘private’ and what is
‘social’ have blurred. The
content posted on social
media ranges from social
engagements to private moments. So what is private
and where is the privacy
being breached? Hence, in
such a scenario only the
consent of the person about
whom the content is all
about is the only saviour.
Third area that needs our
introspection is human
bonds. In this era of technology, connectivity is not a
problem but collectivity is!
Individualism, impatience,
decreased attention-span
are the common traits of
the hyper capitalist postmodern societies. Petty
fights, trolling, and violence
are chosen over long term
bonds, true friendships and
familial relations. Therefore,
age-old institutions of marriage, family and kinship
that offered us security and
emotional well-being are
falling apart. In the situation of any chaos one does
not know where to fall back
on and ends up discussing it
on social media and seeking
help and support from outside agencies. Eventually,
ending up in more stress
than solace.
Irrespective of the facts
that this case of university
may reveal after investigation, there is a dire need for
value upheaval and creating
a cohesive environment, especially at the educational
institutions. Clearly defining
and orienting students towards digital responsibility
as well as about their rights
and boundaries is the need
of the hour. Conventional
values of trust, mutual respect and selfless friendships that have sustained
human civilizations for long
need to be revived and instilled right from childhood.
All the agencies of socialisation have a role to play in ensuring that temples of education turn out to be happy
learning places and not the
platforms of chaos.
Dr Veenat is an Assistant Professor in the Department of
Sociology in Post Graduate
Government College for Girls in
Chandigarh.

opinion
Sanju Verma

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on 8 September 2022
celebrated the renaming of
Rajpath as “Kartavya Path”
along with the installation
of the 28 feet high statue
of Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose at India Gate, thereby
erasing the last vestiges of
colonial domination and reinforcing the emergence of
New India.
“Rajpath, earlier known as
Kingsway (before Independence), the symbol of slavery, has become a matter of
history from today and has
been erased forever. Today
a new history has been created in the form of Kartavya
Path. I congratulate all the
countrymen for their freedom from yet another identity of slavery, in this ‘Amrit
Kaal’ of independence,”
the PM said at the event.
“Now when parliamentarians, ministers and officers
go on the ‘Kartavya Path’,
they would be reminded
of their duties and will get
inspired,” Modi further
added.
While Rajpath symbolised
the power of the ruler, ‘Kartavya Path’ represents the
sense of duty as well as the
spirit of public ownership
and empowerment. Rajpath
was for the British Raj to
which the people of India
were enslaved. The installation of a 28-foot-high granite statue of Netaji Bose at
the India Gate canopy, under which the statue of British monarch George V, once
stood, marked the abolition
of another sign of an imperialist mindset based on
reckless expansionism. For
Modi, getting rid of colonial
vestiges has been an ongo-

ing process. For example,
in a historic first, the Republic Day parade in 2019,
witnessed the veterans of
Subhas Chandra Bose’s Indian National Army (INA)
participating in the majestic
parade. Again, be it declassifying Netaji’s files in 2016
or PM Modi’s decision in
2021, to celebrate January
23 henceforth, as “Parakram Diwas”, every year,
going back to our roots has
been PM Modi’s unifying
mantra.
The Bose statue, the redeveloped pathway and
the India Gate lawns will
now represent more than
mere physical structures.
They will now establish the
rise of India’s nationalist
spirit. A series of decisions
taken by the Modi government — renaming of Andaman Islands after Netaji,
rechristening Race Course
Road where the PM’s official residence is located
as Lok Kalyan Marg, opening a museum of Netaji and
his Indian National Army
(INA) at the Red Fort in
2019, and introduction of
Indian musical instruments
for ceremonies of Independence Day, are just some
of the few instances, to expunge colonial signatures.
For instance, the hymn,
“Abide With Me”, penned
by Henry Francis Lyte in
1861 and set to tune by William Henry Monk, was traditionally played since 1950,
to conclude the last event
of the Republic Day celebrations, at Vijay Chowk
in New Delhi. Replacing
“Abide With Me” with the
soulful “Aye Mere Watan Ke
Logon”, the patriotic song
written by Kavi Pradeep,
composed by C. Ramchandra, and memorably sung
for the first time on Republic Day, 1963, by Lata
Mangeshkar, is yet another
example of dismantling a
colonial mindset, by the
Modi government. Beating the Retreat ceremony
in 2015 saw Indian classi-

cal instruments such as sitar, tabla and santoor make
their debut. In 2018, 25 of
the 26 tunes used in the ceremony were composed by
Indians. In 2019, Shankhanaad, a tune composed by
Dr. Tanuja Nafde was added
to the list of tunes played at
the Beating the Retreat ceremony.
Again, Prime Minister
Modi unveiled the new Naval Ensign (flag) at Kochi on
2 September 2022, which
bears the seal of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, who laid
the foundations of a modern
navy in the 17th century. The
colonial relic of St. George’s
Cross which was removed
by the Vajpayee government
in 2001 and reintroduced
by Sonia Gandhi controlled
Congress government, was
finally dropped from the
Indian Navy’s flag, by the
Modi government. The new
ensign now features a blue
octagon encompassing the
national emblem that sits
atop an anchor with ‘Sham
No Varunah:’ (invocation
to the Hindu God of Sea
Varuna) written below. Sai
Ganesh puts it very effectively, when he says, “Today
countries like Indonesia and
Philippines shall be importing Brahmos missiles from
India. Vietnam is planning
to purchase Indo-Israeli
Barak 8 Missile Defense
System. Malaysia has expressed interest to purchase
LCA Tejas aircraft from India. More South-East Asian
nations are going to purchase defence equipment
from India and the prime
intention of this defence
partnership is to counter
China”. The moot point
here is, be it reclaiming the
rich legacy of our forgotten
freedom fighters like Netaji
Bose or restoring the proud
legacy of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and his formidable naval prowess, the Modi
government has truly decolonised not just decades’
old government buildings,
roads and naval war ships
but decolonised our mindset too. “Vocal for local” and
“Aatmanirbhar Bharat” are
concepts that now resonate
with every proud Indian.
Take the “Har Ghar Tiranga” campaign this year,to
mark completion of 75 years
of India’s independence, for
instance. As per CAIT, 30
crore flags were sold generating business of well over

Rs 500 crore. The Tiranga
found itself fluttering on tall
commercial buildings, busy
markets, traffic-jammed
road signals, innocuous
huts, boats, snowy mountains, islands, forest areas,
and millions of homes. The
national flag was hoisted
atop the historic Clock tower or “Ghanta Ghar” in Srinagar’s Lal Chowk for the
first time in 30 years, this
year, on Republic Day, in yet
another glowing example
of how PM Modi has motivated Indians as a citizenry,
to reclaim their lost heritage.
In January 2022, the
“Amar Jawan Jyoti” at India
Gate was merged with the
eternal flame at the National
War Memorial (NWM).
After India defeated Pakistan in the 1971 war, the
Amar Jawan Jyoti was constructed as a memorial for
Indian soldiers who made
the supreme sacrifice. It was
inaugurated in 1972. But
while the flame at “Amar
Jawan Jyoti” paid homage to
the martyrs of the 1971 and
other wars, none of their
names are present there at
the India Gate. The names
inscribed on India Gate are
of only some martyrs who
fought for the British in the
World War-I and the Anglo Afghan War and this is
a symbol of the country’s
colonial past. However, the
names of all Indian martyrs from all the wars are
now housed at the National
War Memorial. Hence, in
a befitting homage to the
memory of our martyrs,
the flame at “Amar Jawan
Jyoti “ was merged with the
eternal flame at the NWM.
Do note that it was Prime
Minister Modi who on February 25, 2019, inaugurated
the NWM, where names of
25,942 soldiers have been inscribed in golden letters on
granite tablets, in a poignant
tribute to our bravehearts.
A.PJ. Abdul Kalam once
famously said–”Do we not
realise that self-respect only
comes with self-reliance?”
Indeed, as if on cue, Prime
Minister Modi, in the last
eight years, has reinforced
the virtues of self-reliance,
based on the idea of a New
India, which is ambitious,
inclusive and aspirational.
Sanju Verma is an Economist,
National Spokesperson of the
BJP and the Bestselling Author
of ‘The Modi Gambit’.

perspective
The bigger picture

MMS Scandal Rocks Chandigarh University, Inquiry Ordered
Students of the Chandigarh
University staged a midnight protest on Saturday
night after reports of private videos of some women
inmates of the hostel being
uploaded on a social website platform went viral.
The Punjab Government
has ordered a high-level inquiry into the incident and
one woman, a student of
MBA part one has been taken into custody for her role
in forwarding the videos to
a man in Shimla. The University authorities and the
State government have got
into a damage control exer-

cise and while denying that
any girl had attempted suicide, assured of strict action
against the guilty persons.
What needs to be probed is
that if the reports that are
circulating are to believed,
how was it possible to film
these videos inside the hostel? Obviously, there was
scope for such a mischief
to happen and why did the
administration of the university and the hostel not
take pre-emptive action. It
is difficult to believe that
the affected women would
circulate their own videos even amongst friends.

Therefore, whoever is responsible for this must be
having some sort of access
to either the private videos or knew how to record
these MMS surreptitiously
and without the knowledge
of women who were being
filmed. There has to be a
larger angle to this scandal
as well. Was the intention
of circulating these videos
driven by allurement of big
money from Pornographic
websites, which could have
then used the material
to blackmail the affected
women and compromise
them into succumbing to

It was evident that the MMS was leaked by
the boy but it was the girl who suffered the
maximum brunt of the issue. Her parents
were forced to withdraw her from the school
and as per reports, she was re-located in
another country. The Chandigarh University
matter is also equally serious and has
sparked anger and indignation everywhere.
demands of acting in blue
films. As a minister of the
Punjab government has
rightly commented that the

matter was about the dignity and pride of the State’s
daughters and therefore it
cannot be brushed aside.

It is not the first time when
such a scandal has hit an
educational institution.
Many years ago, a MMS featuring a young schoolgirl of
Delhi in intimate position
with her classmate had
gone viral. It was evident
that the MMS was leaked
by the boy but it was the
girl who suffered the maximum brunt of the issue.
Her parents were forced
to withdraw her from the
school and as per reports,
she was re-located in another country. The Chandigarh University matter
is also equally serious and

has sparked anger and
indignation everywhere.
The larger point is that educational institutions have
to ensure that the interests of no student are ever
harmed. The woman who
has been arrested must be
thoroughly interrogated.
The University administration is claiming that only
one video has been recovered from her and that features her. The issue is that
the cell phones of students
should be confiscated and
given to the cyber-crime
cell, so that they can gather
forensic evidence if it was

required to strengthen the
case. The Centre must also
intervene and ask University administrations all
over the country to take
pre-cautions to prevent recurrence of such incidents.
Hostels have to be properly
monitored. It is not only for
preventing MMS videos
which intrude privacy but
for ensuring that other illegal things such as drugs
and substance abuse does
not take place there. The
Chandigarh University episode should serve as an eye
opener for one and all.
Pankaj Vohra
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IN COURT

DELHI HIGH COURT: SENIOR ADVOCATE REBECCA JOHN
APPOINTED AS AMICUS CURIAE IN PLEA AGAINST
REVELATION OF HYDERABAD RAPE VICTIM’S IDENTITY
TDG NETWORK

T

he Delhi High Court
in the case Yashdeep Chahal v. UOI
& Ors observed and has
Senior Advocate Rebecca
John as amicus curiae in a
PIL seeking action against
certain media houses for
revealing the identity of
the victim and the accused
persons of the Hyderabad
in the rape case.
The division bench comprising of Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma
and Justice Subramonium
Prasad observed and has
directed that the order be
communicated to John along
with complete set of documents within four weeks.
The court stated while
posting the matter for hearing on January 12, 2023 that
the matter is to be heard on
merits, and, therefore, to assist this Court Ms. Rebecca
M. John, Senior Advocate is

appointed as Amicus Curiae
in the matter.
The Court observed that
the notice was issued in
December 2019 in the PIL
moved by one Yashdeep
Chahal, which argued that
exposure of names, pictures,
addresses, work details etc
of the accused persons and
the victim violates section
228A of IPC and the law laid
down by the Supreme Court
in the Nipun Saxena case.
Further, the Court had had
issued notice to the Centre,
Delhi Government, Telangana Government, Press
Council of India, Facebook
India, Twitter, News Broadcasting Standards Authority
of India, OpIndia.com, New
Indian Express and India
Today.
Thus, the petition sought
directions to initiate appropriate proceedings against
the media houses and individuals in accordance with
law and also to direct the
investigation authorities to

prevent the supply of information about the merits of
the case to the public or media, prior to the completion
of the investigation
In the case Nipun Saxena,
the Apex Court had directed
that no person can print or
publish in print, electronic,
social media, etc. the name
of the victim or even in a remote manner and disclose of
any facts which can be led
to the victim being identified
and which should make her
identity known to the public
at large.
Adding to it, the Top
Court stated that in cases
where the victim is dead or
of unsound mind the name
of the victim or her identity
should not be disclosed even
under the authorization of
the next of the kin, unless
circumstances justifying
the disclosure of her identity exist and the same shall
be decided by the competent
authority, which at present
is the Sessions Judge.

IN COURT

Closes Plea Concerning COVID-19
Management; High Court Expects
Delhi Govt’s Health Info Management
System To Be Developed Expeditiously
TDG NETWORK

The Delhi High Court in the case
Rakesh Malhotra v. Government Of
National Capital Territory Of India
And Ors & Other Connected Matters observed and has said that it expects the Delhi Government’s health
information management system,
in order to provide an end to end
solution for all information which
is related to health institutions and
will be developed as expeditiously
as possible.
The division bench comprising
of Chief Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice Subramonium
Prasad observed and has thus closed
a bunch of pleas filed concerning the
management of COVID-19 situation
in the city.
Further, in the recent status report,
the court was informed by the Delhi
Government that a letter of Intent
has been issued to M/S NEC corporation Ltd. which has started work
and that all the modules of health

information management system
for the two hospitals namely, Guru
Govind Singh Hospital & Guru Teg
Bahadur Hospital and the allied
medical institutions will be completed by September 2022.
Also, the court informed that a mobile application will also be developed along with the software solution by the agency.

Recently, in an order passed on August 2 which was uploaded that it is
expected that the health information management system will be developed as expeditiously as possible,
preferably within eight weeks.
The Court while adding that the
State is in preparedness of any
emergent eventuality wherein the
services would be reactivated on

short notice. It was informed by the
Delhi Government that noting the
decrease in positive rate of Covid-19
cases in the city, the number of Covid beds in the State Hospitals have
been de-escalated.
It was observed that the Government also apprised Court that an
amount of Rs. 50,000 is being paid
to the kin of each of the deceased
person who had been died due to
Covid-19 from Delhi Disaster Response Fund, adding that in case of
any grievances by any applicant, the
Grievance Redressal Committee will
relook each of the rejected cases by
the district offices.
Thus, the court was informed that
vide order dated April 1, 2022 issued
by DDMA, wearing of face mask has
been advised although no penalty is
to be imposed for not wearing the
same.
The Court while disposing of the
pleas that it be noted that it is always
open to the Petitioners to approach
this Court by taking appropriate
steps in case need arises in future.

IN COURT

Supreme Court To Centre: Disburse
Arrears Under One Rank One Pension
Scheme In Three Months
TDG NETWORK

On Friday, the Supreme Court asked
the Central Government to disburse
the arrears to eligible pensioners of
the armed forces within a period of
3 months. The Court extended the
three months period granted to the
Central Government in its judgment
dated 16.03.2022, wherein the Apex
Court had upheld “One Rank One
Pension” (“OROP”) Scheme in Defence Forces.
However, the time period of 3
months fixed in the judgment of
this Court passed on 16.03.2022 is
extended until 3 months.

It was observed that as per the
OROP scheme, the uniform pen-

sion is to be paid to armed services
personnel retiring in the same rank
with the same length of service and
irrespective of the date of retirement
and the rates of pension would be revised at periodic intervals.
The bench comprising of Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud and the Justice Hima
Kohli observed and noted that the
Cabinet note in this regard has already been put up and the Central
Government has sought some extension of time to make the payments.
The Counsel, Senior Advocate, Mr.
Huzefa Ahmadi appearing on behalf of the petitioners, including Indian Ex Servicemen Movement, apprised the Bench that by 01.07.2019,

the payment of the arrears was supposed to be made which the Central
Government had failed to comply
with the same. Furthermore, in its
judgement dated 16.03.2022, the
Apex Court had directed Centre to
compute and disburse the arrears
within 3 months. Thus, the same
has not been paid till date, It was requested by Mr. Ahmadi to the bench
to direct the Central Government to
pay interest for delay.
Further, the bench was hopeful
that the payment of arrears would
be made at the earliest. The bench
of Justice Chandrachud asked Additional Solicitor General, Mr. Venkataramanan to look into the same.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: NOT NECESSARY TO
GIVE OPPORTUNITY OF HEARING TO
WOULD-BE ACCUSED BEFORE COURT
MAKES COMPLAINT U/SEC 195/340 CRPC

PRANSHI AGARWAL

The Supreme Court in the case State of Punjab vs Jasbir Singh observed that it is not
necessary to give an opportunity of hearing
to a would- be accused before a complaint is
made under Section 195, Section 340 CrPC.
In the present case, the three Judges Bench
comprising Justices Sanjay Kishan Kaul, Abhay S. Oka and Vikram Nath observed while
answering the reference made to it by a two
judges bench. However, the issue referred
were i) Whether Section 340 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1973 mandates a preliminary inquiry and an opportunity of hearing
to the would-be accused before a complaint
being made under Section 195 of the CrPC
by a Court? (ii) what is the ambit and scope
of such preliminary inquiry?
This came after the bench noticed conflict
between the view taken by two three judges
bench decisions. In the case Pritish vs. State
of Maharashtra & Ors wherein it was held
that the Court is not obliged to make a preliminary inquiry on a complaint but if the
Court decides to do so, it should make a final
set of the facts which is expedient and is in
the interest of justice that offence should be
further probed into. Thus, in the case Sharad Pawar vs. Jagmohan Dalmiya (2010) 15
SCC 290, wherein the court observed that it
is necessary to conduct a preliminary inquiry
as contemplated under Section 340 of Cr.P.C.
and “also to afford an opportunity to the defendants of getting heard”.
An Order Is in A Given Factual Scenario;
Judgement Lays Down Principles Of Law.
The bench noted that what is being reported
in Sharad Pawar’s case (supra) is only an or-

der and not a judgment.
While answering the reference, the court
stated that an order is in the given factual
scenario. The principle of law is laid down
in judgement. However, this scenario is that
any order or judgment passed by this Court
becomes a reportable exercise to create more
volumes of reported cases! Thus, this has a
possibility at times of causing some confusion on the legal principles prevalent. Further,
the observations in the quoted paragraph
extracted aforesaid apparently came out of
the flow of the order rather than pronouncing any principles of law and that is why the
Bench itself categorized what is observed as
an order i.e, in a given factual scenario.
In a scenario of this nature, no question of
opportunity of hearing.
The court while referring to the judgement
of the Constitution Bench in the case Iqbal
Singh Marwah vs. Meenakshi Marwah, the
bench answered the reference as follows:
This court have a little doubt that there is
no question of opportunity of hearing in
a scenario of this nature and we say nothing else but that a law as enunciated by the
Constitution Bench in Iqbal Singh Marwah’s
case (supra) is in line with what was being
observed in Pritish’case (supra). However,
both the judgments in Pritish’s case and the
Constitution Bench judgment in Iqbal Singh
Marwah’s case (supra) have not been noted in
order passed in Sharad Pawar’s Case (supra).
Thus, the answer to the first question raised
would be in the negative. As far as the second
question is concerned, the ambit and scope
of such a preliminary inquiry, also stands
resolved in terms of the Constitution Bench
judgment in the Iqbal Singh Marwah’s case
(supra) as referred to aforesaid of this Court.
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Dr Jitendra Singh is leading the Joint Indian
Ministerial Delegation to take part in Global
Clean Energy Action Forum
TDG NETWORK

U

nion Minister of
State (Independent
Charge) Ministry
of Science and Technology;
Minister of State (Independent Charge) Ministry of
Earth Science; MoS PMO,
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances,Pensions,
Space and Atomic Energy,
Dr Jitendra Singh will lead
the Joint Indian Ministerial
official delegation of Ministry of Power, New & Renewable Energy and Ministry
of Science & Technology on
a 5-day visit to USA, to participate in Global Clean Energy Action Forum and also
to interact with eminent
academicians as well as Indian diaspora.
Dr Jitendra Singh will be
leaving for Washington tomorrow evening on the first
leg of the American tour
and from there he will proceed to Pittsburgh and later
New York.
The coveted joint convening of the Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM13)
and Mission Innovation
(MI-7) will take place from
21st to 23rd September at
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania,
United States of America.
The event is expected to
bring together thousands
of clean energy leaders from
across the world, including
CEOs, innovators, young
professionals, civil society
and ministers from over 30
countries to accelerate clean
energy innovation and deployment.
In a departure statement,
Dr Jitendra Singh said, he

is looking forward to very
close engagements at the
Plenary and Roundtables
of Global Clean Energy Action Forum, especially in
the light of recent breakthroughs in the areas of
Clean Energy Technologies
both at home and abroad.
He said, in the post-COVID
era and the recent Climate
Change challenges, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has been strongly advocating close coordination and
collaboration in clean energy solutions for the betterment of mankind.
Referring to Modi’s address at the World Sustainable Development Summit
in February this year, Dr
Jitendra Singh quoted him
as saying, “very little has
been done despite a lot of
talk over the last 50 years,
since the 1972 Stockholm
Conference. But in India,
we have walked the talk and
steps like 90 million households getting access to clean
cooking fuel under Ujjwala
Yojana and renewable energy to farmer Under the
PM-KUSUM scheme where
farmers are being encouraged to set up solar panels,
use it and sell surplus power to the grid will promote
sustainability and equity”.
On 20th September, Dr
Jitendra Singh will hold an
important Roundtable with
senior executives of about 35
companies and federal representatives associated with
Geospatial, Space, Earth &
Ocean Science, Pharma and
Biotech Sectors to be organized by US-India Business
Council at U.S. Chamber of

Commerce headquarters in
Washington, D.C. The Minister will invite the companies to explore and invest in
these most happening sectors after unlocking some
sectors and liberalization of
FDI norms.
The Minister is likely to
interact with key US Federal officials over dinner at
India House to be hosted by
Indian Ambassador.
On 21st and 22nd September, Dr Jitendra Singh will
have several engagements
at the Global Clean Energy
Action Forum, where he
is likely to underline India’s commitment to a lowcarbon future that aims
to transform the energy
landscape of the country by
accelerating clean energy
innovations under the visionary leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
The Minister may also inform the delegates that to
expedite Clean Energy solutions, India is actively engaged in clean energy R&D
initiatives and has undertaken significant efforts in
the fields of Bio-Refineries,
Sustainable Aviation Fuels, Materials Accelerated
Platform, Building Energy
Efficiency (Smart Grids),
Carbon Capture, Hydrogen
Valley Platforms among
others.
At the 1st Roundtable on
Sustainable Bioenergy and
Bio-refineries on 22nd September, Dr Jitendra Singh is
expected to speak about India’s plan to work towards
transforming the energy
landscape with significant
clean energy share. Signifi-

• T
 he Minister is leaving on a five day visit tomorrow evening to take part in the joint convening of Clean Energy
Ministerial (CEM13) and Mission Innovation (MI-7) from 21st to 23rd September, 2022 at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, United States of America
• The event will bring together thousands of clean energy leaders from around the world, including CEOs, innovators, young professionals, civil society and Ministers from over 30 countries to accelerate clean energy
innovation and deployment
• India to highlight significant efforts in the fields of Bio-Refineries, Sustainable Aviation Fuels, Materials Accelerated Platform, Building Energy Efficiency (Smart Grids), Carbon Capture, Hydrogen Valley Platforms among
others to expedite Clean Energy solutions

cantly, India has, by 2030,
agreed to reach 500 GW
Non-fossil energy capacity,
shift 50% of energy requirements to renewable energy,
lower overall anticipated
carbon emissions by 1 billion tons, reduce carbon
intensity of the economy by
45% over 2005 levels and fi-

nally achieve net zero emissions by 2070.
At the 2nd Roundtable on
Net Zero Built Environment
with Connected Communities on 22nd September, Dr
Jitendra Singh will be expected to elaborate on India
supported research development and deployment of

IN COURT

Efficiency and Smart Grids.
Both the Roundtables
will be followed by the
Joint Ministerial Plenary of
Clean Energy Ministerial
(CEM13) and Mission Innovation (MI-7) on 22ndevening, where Dr Jitendra
Singh will tell the Ministers
and Delegates that India is

IN COURT

CESTAT: Amount Deposited
Voluntarily During Investigation
Can’t Be Treated As Amount
Towards Pre-Deposit
TDG NETWORK

The Delhi Bench of the Customs,
Excise and Service Tax Appellate Tribunal (CESTAT) in the
case Sky Airways Versus Commissioner of Customs, (Appeals)
observed and has held that the
amount deposited voluntarily
during an investigation cannot
be treated as an amount towards
the pre-deposit as it was not an
amount being deposited at the
time of the filing of the appeal.
The two-member bench of
President, Justice Dilip Gupta
and the Technical Member, P.V.
Subba Rao has observed that
the assessee/appellant could
not have asked for the refund
of the amount deposited by the
appellant voluntarily during
the investigation of which the
amount had been confirmed and
the same is appropriated by the
order before the Tribunal in the
earlier round of proceedings.
The assessee/appellant has
challenged the order rejecting
the contention of the assessee
that the amount, which was
voluntarily deposited by the
appellant during the investigation and should be treated as a
pre-deposit amount. However,
it should be refunded as the appeal filed by the appellant for
setting aside the order confirming the demand was allowed and

technologies with an investment of 34.3 million USD
during the last decade. He
may also share information
regarding India’s strengthening of R&D infrastructure as well as bilateral and
multilateral collaborations
through R&D programs in
the field of Building Energy

founding and active member of both MI & CEM since
launch and now actively engaged with MI2.0 through
various Missions and Platforms work streams.
On 23rd September, there
will be a Main Stage Event
on “International Collaboration to Accelerate the
Clean Energy Transition”,
where Dr Jitendra Singh
will speak on the role of sustainable biofuels playing a
key role in reducing GHG
emissions from the transport sector. He will also outline India’s efforts through
the Department of Biotechnology in supporting R&D
innovations in Advanced
Biofuels and Waste to Energy technologies.
Same day, there will be a
side event on “India Clean
Energy Showcase”, where
Dr Jitendra Singh will intervene to share the Government of India’s ambition
and action to move towards
a clean energy future.
At the final leg, Dr Jitendra
Singh will have interaction
with eminent Diaspora over
Community Reception in
the evening before departing from New York to Delhi.
At the Diaspora meet, the
Minister will highlight India’s celebration of Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav on
75th year of India’s Independence and its incredible journey as a vibrant
democracy and a thriving
economy. He will also acknowledge that the Indian
diaspora in the USA also
participated in these celebrations in the USA with
great fanfare.

the demand was set aside with
a direction to the adjudicating
authority to pass a fresh order in
the light of the directions being
issued by the Tribunal.
On August 3, 2009, a show
cause notice was issued to the
appellant to show cause why
customs duty of Rs. 3,00,82,889
should not be demanded under
section 28 of the Customs Act
1982 and the helicopter should
not be confiscated under sections 111(d) and 111(o) of the
Customs Act 1982; and no fine
should be imposed. Thus, the
show cause notice was adjudicated upon by an order. Further,
the helicopter was confiscated
with an option to redeem it after
payment of a redemption fine

and the demand for duty was
confirmed. However, it was appropriated as the appellant had
already deposited the amount
during investigation.
Earlier, the appellant had filed
an appeal before CESTAT and
the appeal was heard. The appellant raised an issue regarding
the jurisdiction of the Commissioner of Customs (Preventive)
to issue the show cause notice.
The matter was remanded by
the CESTAT to the original adjudicating authority to first decide the issue of jurisdiction.
A refund claim had been filled
by the appellant pursuant to the
order passed by the Tribunal,
contending that it was entitled
to a refund of Rs. 3,00,82,889

since the order passed by the
adjudicating authority was set
aside by the Tribunal. The Assistant Commissioner by order
rejected the refund claim.
It was contended by the appellant that the amount deposited
voluntarily during the investigation should be treated as the
amount towards the pre-deposit
was rejected for the reason that
it was not an amount being deposited at the time of the filing
of the appeal. Also, the Assistant Commissioner that after
setting aside the order passed
by the Assistant Commissioner,
the Tribunal had remanded the
matter to the Assistant Commissioner to pass a fresh order with
regards to the jurisdiction of
the officer for issuing the show
cause notice.
However, the Assistant Commissioner also noticed that the
Tribunal had also directed the
parties to maintain the status
quo till the matter was decided
afresh pursuant to the order
passed by the Tribunal.
While dismissing the appeal,
the CESTAT held that the appellant had not deposited the
amount towards the pre-deposit.
Even after setting aside the order, the Tribunal had appealed
against the matter for a fresh
adjudication with a direction to
the parties to maintain the status quo.

GUJARAT HIGH COURT: COPYRIGHT ACT
| NO INFRINGEMENT U/S 51 IF PERSON
HOLDS CERTIFICATE BY REGISTRAR OR
LICENSE BY OWNER
TDG NETWORK

The Gujarat High Court recently
in the case Maheshbhai @ Kanbhai Haribhai Sojitra v/s State
Of Gujarat observed and has
explained that when a person
uses without the permission of
the license owner or the Registrar, or any product, it amounts
to an infringement of copyright
as under Section 51 of the Act.
However, no infringement is
committed, when the person is
holding a certificate issued by
the Registrar of Copyright.
The bench comprising of Justice Niral Mehta observed
while hearing an application
challenging the FIR filed by
Respondent No. 2. Thus, it was
averred averred that the FIR
was an ‘abuse of process of law’
and filed with a view to oust
the Applicant from the business. Further, under section 51,
if any person without a license
granted by the owner of the
copyright or the Registrar does
anything, it would amount to a
infringement. In the instant case,
a certificate has been issued by
the applicant by the Registrar
of Copyright and therefore, according to him, there was no
infringement. Additionally, the
police officers had invoked Section 64 of the Copyright Act to
seize the material in question
and as per the applicant, the
same was a ‘sheer non-application of mind.’

The application was opposed by
the Respondent 2 by relying on
sections 44, Section 45, Section
51, Section 63 and Section 64 of
the Act which largely pertain
to the register of the copyright,
how any interested person can
apply for the copyright and infringement of such copyrights.
While perusing these contentions, Justice Mehta explained
that a bare perusal of Section 51
of the said Act says that if any
person uses without the permission of the licence owner or
from the Registrar, any product would be amounting to
infringement of copyright. In
the present case, the applicant
being an holder of certificate issued by the Registrar of Copyright.

The Court keeping in view these
provisions the ingredients of
section 51 were not satisfied,
prima facie. Also, it was noticed
that invocation of Section 64
of the Act was a ‘sheer non-application of mind’ by the police
with the clarification.
Adding to it, it stated that because Section 64 of the said Act
is not an offence, but the power
envisaged to the police or Investigating Officer to seize the material and if any infringement is
found for which, there cannot
be any FIR.
Accordingly, the court found
that the Applicant sought permission to withdraw his application as it had become infructuous. The Single Judge Bench
granted the same.

10 world
top of the day
27 people killed in
China bus crash

Beijing: A bus overturned on an expressway
in southwestern China on
Sunday, leaving 27 people
dead and injuring 20 others,
according to local police.
The accident took place in
the early hours of Sunday
morning in Sandu county,
around 170 km (105 miles)
southeast of the provincial
capital, Guiyang, local
police said in a statement,
reported Canberra Times.
The bus had 47 people on
board and the injured were
being treated. No other information was immediately
released.

Quake of magnitude
7.2 jolts Taiwan’s
Yujing

Taipei: An earthquake-ofmagnitude 7.2 on the Richter scale jolted Taiwan’s
Yujing district on Sunday,
said the US geological survey. The tremor occurred
at 06:44:15 (UTC) at 85 Km
east of Yujing in Taiwan.
According to the survey, the
epicentre was monitored
at 23.100 degrees north
latitude and 121.300 degrees east longitude. The
depth of the earthquake
was monitored at 10.0 km.
Meanwhile, an earthquake
of magnitude 6.4 struck
Taiwan’s southeastern
county of Taitung at 9:41
pm (local time) yesterday,
according to data from the
Central Weather Bureau
(CWB), the Taipei Times
reported.

Air Canada
purchases 30
electric-hybrid
planes

Ottawa: Air Canada
announced a purchase
agreement for 30 ES-30
electric-hybrid aircraft
to lower aircraft emissions and combat climate
change’s effects.
The largest airline in
Canada on Thursday
announced a purchase
agreement for 30 electrichybrid planes under
development by Heart
Aerospace of Sweden,
read an Air Canada press
release. The revolutionary
regional aircraft, expected
to enter service in 2028, will
generate zero emissions
flying on battery power and
yield significant operational
savings and benefits. Under
the agreement, Air Canada
has also acquired a USD
5 million equity stake in
Heart Aerospace.

Mainland China
reports first
monkeypox case

Chongqing: Mainland
China has reported its
first case of monkeypox in
the western megacity of
Chongqing in a traveller
who arrived in the city
from overseas, media
reports said. The traveller arrived in China at an
unspecified date, Wall
Street Journal reported
citing the Chongqing
health commission. The
traveller exhibited a rash
and other symptoms while
being quarantined in line
with Covid-19 controls, a
practice that affects anyone arriving from overseas,
WSJ added. The monkeypox case was confirmed
once the Chinese Center
for Disease Control and
Prevention reviewed test
results. As per the report,
the traveller is receiving
treatment at a designated
hospital and is in stable
condition.
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Protest en masse

Women take off hijab in Iran, mark
protest over death of Mahsa Amini
TDG NETWORK
Tehran

A

series of protests
erupted in western
Iran on Saturday
over the death of a 22-yearold woman, Mahsa Amini,
following her detention by
Iran’s morality police where
the women protestors took
their hijabs off to protest the
mandatory veiling, media
reports said.
In multiple videos that are
going viral on social media
showed protesters were seen
shouting anti-government
slogans after gathering in
Saqqez, the hometown of
Mahsa Amini as they mourned the 22-year-old who died

in a hospital. A huge crowd
of people have gathered at the
cemetery, chanting “Death to
Dictator” slogan, according
to videos received by Iran
International. In Saqqez city
the women protestors took
their hijabs off to protest the
mandatory veiling, media
repots said.
Masih Alinejad, an Iranian
journalist and activist on her
social media account shared
the alleged visuals of the
protests and wrote, “Women of Iran-Saghez removed
their headscarves in protest
against the murder of Mahsa
Amini 22 Yr old woman by
hijab police and chanting:
death to dictator! Removing
hijab is a punishable crime

A young Kurdish woman, Jina Mahsa Amini, who died after being
arrested by the Iranian moral police, was buried in Seqiz, where
thousands of people paid their last respects.

in Iran. We call on women
and men around the world
to show solidarity.”
“This is the real Iran, Security forces in Iran’s Saqqez
opened fire at peaceful protesters following the burial

of #Mahsa_Amini. Several
protesters have been injured.
First Hijab police killed a 22
Yr old girl and now using
guns and tear gas against
grieving people,” she added
in another tweet.

Eyeball to eyeball

In dismay over the turn
of events, the journalist
slammed Iran’s ‘Morality
Police’ and compared their
behaviour with the story of
the novel “The Handmaid’s
Tale” written by Margaret Atwood. She said that
the perpetuated events are
not fiction for the Iranian
women but are a reality. She
registered a strong protest
against Iran’s ‘Morality Police’ and continued, “Iranian
women! Take off your forced
hijab, burn the most visible
symbol of oppression. Let’s
not forget that Masah Amini
was killed by hijab police and
now we are all Mahsa. We all
protest against compulsory
hijab and the Islamic Re-

public. We want freedom.”
As per her statements on
social media the protests
have been spreaded to Iran’s
Sananda city as well where
they joined the people of
Tehran and Saghez to protest
against the “killing of Mahsa
Amini by hijab police.”
People are frustrated and
they want to be heard, she
remorse over the death of the
22-year-old. “Islamic Republic beats, jails, tortures and
KILLS us when we demand
our basic rights in Iran,” she
wrote.
The journalist stressed that
the people of Iran do not need
“thoughts and prayers” and
demands action. She called
on the UN and women ev-

erywhere to show solidarity
and sisterhood with Iranians.
According to the journalist, the 22-year-old Masah
Amini was forced to wear
the hijab and was beaten up
by morality police because
of wearing “bad hijab”.
“Iranian women are outraged. Forced hijab is the
main pillar of religious dictatorship.”
A controversy was also
erupted on social media as
Amini died after slipping
into a coma following her
detention by Iran’s morality
police, a dedicated unit that
enforces strict dress codes for
women, such as wearing the
compulsory headscarf, media
reports said.

Threat perception

Pakistan, Afghanistan ties take New risk for Taiwan: Chinese
nasty turn after cricket clash civilian trolls with drones
TDG NETWORK
Kabul

When Kabul fell to the Taliban, many
in Pakistan cheered and saw it as an
opportunity to strengthen relations
between the two Muslim countries.
However, relations took a nasty turn.
The relations between the governments and the people of both South
Asian neighbours have soured to an
unprecedented level. It can be seen
through cricket fans clashing in Sharjah, bloody fights between security forces and leaders taking potshots at each
other, reported Afghan Diaspora Network. During the recent cricket match
between Pakistan and Afghanistan in
the Asia Cup, 2022, cricket fans from
both countries clashed and damaged
the Sharjah cricket stadium.
According to Pakistani legislator
Mohsin Dawar, Afghans got angry after Pakistani cricket fans hurled racist
abuses at them. So, when Pakistan lost
to Sri Lanka in the finals, Afghanistan
saw celebrations on the streets, reported Afghan Diaspora Network.

“Pakistan’s decades-old strategic depth policy and interventionist
misadventures in Afghanistan are
why Afghans have a problem with
Pakistan,” Dawar said. Though Afghanistan has lost their matches
with India and Sri Lanka, there
were no such clashes, indicating
clearly the growing anger amongst
the Afghans against Pakistanis.
Despite Pakistan appearing to be playing a crucial role in the return of the
Taliban, the new government in Kabul
has been blaming Islamabad and its
military for creating problems for Afghanistan, reported Afghan Diaspora
Network.
When the Taliban forces were capturing Kabul and the US military forces
were leaving Afghanistan, former
Prime Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan
said Afghans had broken the “shackles
of slavery” and Pakistani people even
celebrated on the street, seeing it as a
victory of Islam brotherhood while a
defeat for arch rival India.
However, the Afghan population remained wary of Pakistan, as the general

opinion in the country holds Islamabad
responsible for its past agonies. Things
have continued to deteriorate, reported
Afghan Diaspora Network.
The origin of mistrust between two
Muslim-dominated countries is found
in the conflict over the Durand Line
that separates them and atrocities in
Pakistan-held Pashtunistan. This has
caused both countries to be embroiled
in bloody clashes. This has rather escalated since the return of the Taliban.
Afghanistan has raised objections
to Pakistan unilaterally fencing the
international border when differences related to the Durand line
are not sorted out yet. Many have
died in firings from both sides, reported Afghan Diaspora Network.
Recently, several from both sides were
killed after Pakistan tried to raise military structures on the border. Pakistan
military has maintained that the fence
on the Durand Line will be completed,
saying “the blood of our martyrs was
spilled” for erecting it. This means tensions will keep simmering between the
two countries.

‘Violation’?

A new threat has emerged
for Taiwan’s military which
faces Chinese civilian trolling through drones. They are
flying drones over a military
site on a nearby Taiwan-controlled island, Kinmen.
The 15-second video clip is
among a number of videos
that have popped up recently
on the Chinese social media
site Weibo and show what
appear to be civilian-grade
drones trolling Taiwan’s
military. The island’s military
later confirmed these mysterious menaces are indeed civilian drones from mainland
China, reported CNN.
The videos show detailed,
drones’-eye footage of military installations and personnel on Taiwan’s outlying
Kinmen islands. The drone
incursions come amid increased tensions following

Expanding n-weapons

Taliban deplores U.S. decision
to shift frozen Afghan funds
TDG NETWORK
Kabul

Taliban on Thursday condemned the decision of the
Biden administration to
transfer the frozen Afghan
funds into a Swiss-based trust
and said that the US is violating international norms.
The statement of the Taliban comes as frozen funds are
the organisation’s last shot to
stabilize the country’s economy, according to Khaama
Press. The US government,
on Wednesday, moved to
establish a foundation for
managing USD 3.5 billion
in frozen Afghan funds and
announced the formation of
a foundation based in Switzerland that will be used to
ease the humanitarian crisis
in Afghanistan.
“Pursuant to Executive
Order (E.O.) 14064, President Biden set a policy of
enabling USD 3.5 billion of
Afghan central bank reserves
to be used for the benefit of
the people of Afghanistan
while keeping them out of
the hands of the Taliban and
other malign actors,” said
US Treasury department
in a statement, adding that
the funds will help provide
greater stability to the Afghan
economy, Khaama Press reported.
According to CNN, two senior US officials said, “The US
is moving USD 3.5 billion to

tdg network
Taipei

the new “Afghan Fund,” but
will not release the money imminently to an institution in
Afghanistan because there is
no trusted institution to guarantee the funds will benefit
the Afghan people.”
“Instead, it will be administered by an outside body,
independent of the Taliban
and the country’s central
bank,” the officials added.
“The Fund may use assets
to provide Afghan banking sector liquidity, keep
Afghanistan current on its
debt service obligations,
support exchange rate stability, transfer funds, as appropriate to public Afghan
financial institutions, or
any other use for the benefit
of the Afghan people that
are approved by the Fund’s
Board of Trustees,” said a
US State Department official.
Earlier this year, President
Joe Biden signed an executive order allowing for the

USD 7 billion in frozen assets
from Afghanistan’s central
bank to fund humanitarian
relief in Afghanistan and
compensate victims of the
September 11, 2001 attacks.
The US withdrawal from
Afghanistan last August
ended the nearly 20-year
war, but the United Nations
and other international
relief groups say Afghanistan faces one of the world’s
worst humanitarian crises,
which stems from more
than four decades of conflict and natural calamities.
More than half of the country’s poverty-stricken population, or an estimated 24
million Afghans, face an
acute food shortage and
some one million children
under five years of age could
die from hunger by the end
of this year, according to UN
estimates following the US
withdrawal from the country. (ANI)

soundtracks ranging from
ballads to dance music and
plenty of emojis, the clips
seem designed to highlight
the unpreparedness of Taiwan’s troops.
One video captures the
moment four soldiers from
Taiwan realize they are being watched by a drone that’s
hovering in the sky above
their guard post. Caught
off guard, they respond by
throwing stones at the intruding drone, which zooms
in so close you can make out
the faces of individual soldiers.
Video footage of these bizarre encounters has gone
viral on Chinese social media
and is attracting hundreds of
comments mocking Taiwan’s
military. The clips seem to expose a stunning vulnerability:
the ability of Chinese drones
to photograph restricted
military sites in Taiwan at
any time, reported CNN.

‘Once in decades’

‘China’s nuclear arsenal
does not reflect minimal
deterrence’
TDG NETWORK
Washington

A Taliban guard in Kabul.

a visit by US House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi to Taiwan, a
self-governing democracy
of nearly 24 million people,
in August, reported CNN.
That trip angered China’s
ruling Communist Party -which views Taiwan as part
of its territory, despite never
having governed it -- and it
responded by launching unprecedented military drills
around the island, sending
warplanes across the Taiwan
Strait and firing missiles over
the main island.
Taiwan President Tsai Ingwen has claimed the drone
incursions are the latest
ratcheting up of this pressure; a new front in China’s
“grey-zone” warfare tactics
to intimidate the island. On
September 1, after warning
it would exercise its rights
to self-defence, Taiwan shot
down a drone for the first
time.
Accompanied by

Typhoon Nanmadol
disrupts Japan,
millions evacuated
TDG NETWORK
Tokyo

In recent years, China has stepped up its aggressive posture
toward the United States and its regional allies and amid
this, a top US general has warned of Beijing’s expanding
nuclear arsenal and added that it does not reflect minimal
deterrence.
The US Air Force General Anthony Cotton made these
remarks as he appeared before the Senate Armed Services
Committee. Speaking to the lawmakers reviewing his nomination to lead U.S. Strategic Command, the general said
that the military’s assessment of China’s nuclear mettle
had changed dramatically since 2018,” reported Washington Post. Earlier, Beijing was judged as requiring “minimal
nuclear deterrence” and the Pentagon’s nuclear posture review had assessed China’s ambitions as being focused on
“regional hegemony,” the general said, the Washington Post
report noted.

Powerful typhoon Nanmadol approaching southwestern Japan is disrupting transportation services across wide areas
of the country.
Weather officials have issued an emergency warning for
violent winds, high waves and storm surges for Kagoshima
Prefecture in southwestern Japan, reported NHK. They said
that a powerful typhoon could trigger the kind of disaster that
is seen only once in a few decades.
Officials say maximum winds of up to 180 kilometres per
hour will lash northern and southern Kyushu, as well as the
Amami Islands with peak gusts reaching 252 kilometres per
hour. Southern Kyushu could get as much as 600 millimetres
of rain in the 24-hour period through Monday morning.
The agency also warns that as the typhoon is large, rain and
winds could intensify even in areas far from it.

Stern action

Nepal House panel recommends
impeachment of suspended Chief Justice
TDG NETWORK
Kathmandu

The majority members of the Impeachment Recommendation Committee have
recommended impeaching Nepal’s suspended Chief Justice Cholendra Shumsher Rana.
The 11 membered impeachment panel
formed by the lower house on Saturday
completed its investigation and submitted it to House Speaker Agni Prasad
Sapkota. The submitted report has
been endorsed by six members while

the remaining five have differed citing
reasons. Those differing from the report
are from opposition CPN-UML (Communist Party of Nepal- Unified Marxist Leninist) and Loktantrik Samajbadi
Party (LSP). Opposition CPN-UML has
put forth an eight-point difference in the
impeachment panel’s report claiming
the report of the panel could not be accepted as it resembled the intent of the
alliance. Impeachment panel Chairman
Ram Bahadur Bista is entrusted with the
task of making the final decision to impeach Rana. His vote decides whether

Rana gets impeached or not. However,
Chair Bista has not taken any decision
as of yet.
It has been said that the new parliament that will be formed after the
November 20 election will take a decision on Rana’s suspension. Bista said
the committee will decide that the
impeachment proceedings will be
continued by the next parliament and
continue the suspension, citing an example of India dating back three decades.
On February 1, as many as 98 MPs registered a general indictment against Rana,
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Sounding alarm

Cautious note

WHO warns of ‘second
disaster’ in Pakistan
TDG Network
Islamabad

T

he World Health Organization on Saturday expressed deep
concerns about the potential
for a “second disaster in Pakistan: a wave of diseases and
deaths” following the unprecedented floods caused
by climate change, that have
claimed over 1,500 lives and
submerged one-third of

Pakistan.
WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said that health
centres had been flooded,
their supplies damaged and
people had moved away
from homes. “I am deeply
concerned about the potential for a second disaster in
Pakistan: a wave of diseases
and deaths following this
catastrophe linked to climate
change that has severely im-

pacted vital health systems
leaving millions vulnerable,” said the WHO chief in
a statement.
He maintained that the
water supply is disrupted,
forcing people to drink unsafe water, and spreading
cholera and other diarrhoeal
diseases.
“ The water supply is
disrupted, forcing people
to drink unsafe water,
which can spread cholera

and other diarrhoeal diseases. Standing water enables mosquitoes to breed
and spread vector-borne
diseases such as malaria
and dengue,” said Tedros.
He also said that catastrophic floods in Pakistan
mean “more unsafe births,
more untreated diabetes
or heart disease, and more
children missing vaccination.”
Explaining the impacts

on health, the WHO chief
suggested acting quickly to
protect health and deliver
essential health services.
“Health workers in Pakistan are stretched to the
limit as they do all they can
to deliver critical services
amid the destruction. Nearly 2,000 health facilities
have been fully or partially
damaged. Together with the
government of Pakistan, UN
and NGO partners,

FINANCIAL MONITORING

Protests against China over Uyghur
cause gathers pace
TDG Network
Istanbul

The protests against China’s ‘Hunger Genocide’ in
East Turkestan continue
despite the clampdown in
the name of controlling the
Covid-19 pandemic. The Islamist groups and the local
Turkish populace are supporting Uyghur movement
against the atrocities of China, local media reported.
Fo l l ow i n g t h e Fr i d ay
prayers on Sept 16, at
the Fatih Mosque, Istanbul, hundreds of people
marched in support of their
Muslim Uyghur brothers
and sisters under the banner ‘We will not leave East
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Turkestan unclaimed’.
Leading the protest, the
head of Islamist group
Hizb-ut-Tahrir’s Turkiye
media office, Mahmut Kar
read out a press statement
and said, “Will you sacrifice Muslims to politics by
using the economic agreements you made with China as an excuse...Will you
ignore the lord’s reckoning
for the cheap loans you took
from China....the oppressed
people living in East Turkestan and Uyghur refugees
here are waiting for your
help...from whom should
the Uyghurs seek help,
not from you?...from the
UN or NATO....are you not
ashamed at all..... because

you condemned the Uyghur
people to this despair.”
Mahmut Kar, in his press
statement also underlined the Chinese atrocit i e s wh i ch h ave b e e n
taking place in East
T u rke st a n , u n ab at e d .
In his statement, Mahmut
Kar also highlighted that
China is prosecuting Muslims in their own homes citing the Covid-19 pandemic
and the doors of houses are
closed by welding on the
pretext of quarantine. In
the cities of East Turkestan
like Gulca (Ili Kazakh Prefecture), Muslims cannot
get essential supplies. The
Chinese regime is deliberately depriving Muslims of

food, leaving them to die,
reported local media.
Mahmut challenged and
said, “O invading Chinese
regime! O infidel China!
We are calling you from
the lands of Turkiye which
have been the centre of the
Caliphate for many years....
you will never extinguish
the light of Islam...when
the Rashid Caliph takes
the head of Muslims....you
will encounter such an
army...neither the Great
Wall of China nor the large
population can save you.”
A similar protest and press
statement was reported after the Friday prayer at Ankara Hacibayram Mosque
where several thousand

Uyghur Muslims uprooted from their homeland
presently live in Turkiye.
Notably, the proscribed
Hizb Ut Tahrir is a panI s l a m i st o rg a n i s at i o n
that aims to implement
Sharia globally. Despite
being banned by several
governments, Hizb Ut
Tahrir is active in several
western countries and
Central-Asian countries.
Earlier this month, Muslims including Uyghurs
participated in a huge
prayer event in Kucucekmece Fatih Mosque in Istanbul to pray for their
unprotected brothers and
sisters facing the ‘hunger
genocide’ in China.

Amid Chinese aggression, EU asks
members to build ties with taiwan
TDG Network
Brussels

E u r o p e a n Pa rl i a m e nt
strongly condemned the
recent Chinese aggressive
military exercises in the Taiwan Strait, while calling for
strengthened EU relations
with Taipei, as per a release
by the EU’s law-making body.
In a resolution adopted on
Thursday, the Members of
Parliament (MEPs) denounce
China’s recent and unprecedented live-fire military exercises in the Taiwan Strait,
which began in August 2022
following a visit to Taiwan
by the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi. They also
demanded that the Chinese
government refrain from
any measures which could

destabilise the Taiwan Strait
and regional security. MEPs
approved the text with 424
votes in favour, 14 against
with 46 abstentions.
It said that the rest of the
EU should follow Lithuania
which recently announced
plans to open a trade representation office in Taipei
in the autumn of 2022. EU
countries who do not yet operate a trade office in Taiwan
should, MEPs say, should follow Lithuania’s example and
strengthen their bilateral relations with Taiwan.
Noting Taiwan’s status as a
like-minded EU partner, its
strategic trade position, and
the country’s leading role
in the global supply chain
of key high-tech sectors, including for semiconductors,
Parliament called on the EU

to strengthen its relations
with the democraticallygoverned island. MEPs repeated their request for the
European Commission to
launch, without delay, an
impact assessment, public
consultation and scoping
exercise on a Bilateral Investment Agreement with
the Taiwanese authorities.
Acknowledging that the
EU continues to maintain its
principled ‘One China’ policy
position as the basis for EUChina relations, MEPs reiterated their position that
the status quo in the Taiwan
Strait must not be changed
unilaterally and they oppose
the use or threat of force. The
text also stressesed that “on
the democratic island of Taiwan, it is up to the people to
decide how they want to live”.

Strict vigil

China conducts mass DNA testing in
Tibet to monitor citizens
TDG Network
Lhasa

China’s oppression of Tibet
is not hidden from anyone
and the communist nation is
now carrying out mass DNA
testing to create a biological
database of people to monitor
them. A recent report by Human Rights Watch mentioned
that there is an arbitrary collection of DNA from residents
in several towns and villages
throughout Tibet and the socalled Tibetan Autonomous
Region (TAR) in particular,
reported Tibet Press. These

developments clearly indicate
that China, now having confidence in its technological
surveillance is moving into
the next phase of its repressive and authoritative policy
which is of Bio-Security.
The CCP has implemented
Bio-security as an agency
to control the population,
specifically those in the occupied regions of Tibet, East
Turkistan and Southern
Mongolia being targeted.
Earlier, China used biological
means to sterilize thousands
of Uyghur Muslims, which
has shown horrific results.

And the recent mass DNA
collection drive occurring in
Tibet where Human Rights
Watch identified drives in
14 distinct localities across
7 prefectural-level areas indicate how wide this project
is under the current regime.
Notably, with the 20th National People’s Congress
just around the corner, one
can conclude that Beijing especially President Xi Jinping
wants to have a smooth meeting that will eventually see
him elected as the president
for an unprecedented 3rd
term, reported Tibet Press.
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wigs

Five surprising status
symbols over the course of
history
What makes certain individuals a cut above the
rest? What is it that makes them the ‘elite’ class?
Status Symbols. Be it a sunroof car, a penthouse,
diamond rings or a branded phone, all of these
are things that speak of money and power in the
modern age and symbolise status. Over the course
of history across continents, several things have
screamed ‘status symbol’ that make no sense now
but had a lot of significance back then. Let’s take
a look at five surprising status symbols over the
course of history.

Wigs
A prominent marker of 18th century British
high society, wigs were considered a symbol of the elite. If you come across a movie
that covers 18th century England, you will come
across aristocrats wearing huge puffy white wigs.
It is said that the trend of wearing wigs started with
King Louis XIII, who used a wig to cover his baldness. Interestingly, these wigs were made of horse
or goat hair and had to be powdered on a frequent
basis to get rid of the nasty smell.

Paper fans
Made of handmade paper from mulberry
trees, the folded paper fans were used by
men of the elite class as status symbols.
Later, they came to be used by the women as well.
The paper fans came in different styles, shapes, and
decorations. The more fancy a paper fan, the higher
the status of the person using it.

Pillows
Dating back to some 9,000 years ago,
pillows guarantee a good sleep at night.
Some people need just one pillow to get
a good night’s sleep. However, there are some who
keep multiple pillows on the bed, not for use but just
for decoration. The same is the case with pillows on
sofas. Till date, decorative pillows scream opulence.

Low number plates
We all know cars are a status symbol, but
what if we told you number plates can
also scream opulence? Over the course
of history, car enthusiasts have invested in low
number plates to show off their wealth. While they
don’t hold any value, people use low number plates
just for the fun of it.

Pineapples
Apparently, Columbus was so fascinated
by pineapples that he brought them back
to Europe after exploring the New World.
Soon, Europeans fell in love with the fruit, which
they considered exotic and luxurious. Many even
tried to build a greenhouse to grow pineapples, but
it cost them a lot of money. Others would use it for
decoration.
— Priyanka Sharma

Union
Minister of
Youth Affairs
and Sports
Anurag
Thakur plays
cricket at
South Central
Mumbai
Lok Sabha,
Chembur
Gandhi
Ground
under the
Lok Sabha
Pravas Yojana
program, in
Mumbai on
Sunday.

“Saving the
cheetah means
changing the
world. Yesterday,
we started this
process with the
cheetah touching
Indian soil after
70 years of
extinction.”
— LAURIE MARKER
who coordinated translocation of Cheetahs from Namibia to
India.

AWKWARD

Jimmy Fallon takes a jibe at Pak PM
over his struggle with headphones
TDG Network
Washington

All thanks to his awkward
moment during a bilateral
meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin on the
sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Summit in Uzbekistan
recently, Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif was
recently featured on Jimmy
Fallon’s talk show.
On Thursday, a video
went viral in which Sharif
and Putin are seen sitting
beside each other. As the
discussion is about to begin, Sharif is seen trying to
fix his earphones but failing. He seeks help and gets
it fixed. However, the Pakistan PM’s struggle did not
end there as the earphones
fell off once again from Sha-

Shehbaz Sharif in a meeting with Vladimir Putin.

rif ’s ear after the meeting
started.
Sharif’s struggle with earphones triggered an inevitable laugh from Putin. Netizens, including Fallon, did
not miss any chance to make
fun of the Pakistan Prime
Minister.
An excerpt from the latest
episode of Fallon’s show has
been doing the rounds on the

internet in which he is seen
mocking Sharif.
“That guy is the leader of
220 million people,” Fallon
quipped after showing Sharif’s viral video to his audience during the episode.
However, Fallon’s jibe at
Sharif over his awkward
moment at the SCO meeting
did not go down well with a
section of social media users

“Hey@jimmyfallon- Have
you talked about the devastating floods destroying
Pakistan? “A nation of 220
million people” is destroyed
by climate change because
of your country’s greed and
wastefulness. If you haven’t
donated or raised funds for
us, you don’t get to use us as a
joke,” a netizen tweeted.
“Deeply offensive that@
jimmyfallon chose to mock
220 million people of Pakistan for a leader allegedly put
in place after US-instigated
regime change, while completely ignoring the suffering
caused by devastating floods
& climate change. Tone-deaf
much?” another user wrote.
Sharif ’s video was initially shared by former Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan’s party, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).

NEW LOOK

Virat Kohli gears up for T20 World Cup
with a stylish haircut
TDG Network
New Delhi

It’s a known fact that Virat Kohli loves
experimenting with his hair, especially
before every cricket series. He is one of
those cricketers who has never shied
away from trying out different hairdos. As he is now gearing up for the
T20 World Cup in Australia, Kohli has
once again grabbed attention with his
hairstyle.
Several images of Kohli’s new look
have surfaced online. Originally, the
pictures were shared by celebrity hairstylist Rashid Salmani, who stated that
he had given Kohli the new look.
“With the king himself,” Rashid captioned the post.

Virat Kohli with Rashid Salmani.

In the post, Virat is seen flaunting his
undercut. Reacting to the post, singer
Harrdy Sandhu commented, “Chaa
gaye guru.” A fan commented, “He is
looking so hot.”
The ICC T20 World Cup in Australia
will start from 16 October and India will
play their first match against Pakistan
on 23 October.
Rohit Sharma (Captain), KL Rahul
(vice-captain), Virat Kohli, Suryakumar Yadav, Deepak Hooda, Rishabh
Pant (wicket-keeper), Dinesh Karthik
(wicket-keeper), Hardik Pandya, R.
Ashwin, Yuzvendra Chahal, Axar
Patel, Jasprit Bumrah, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Harshal Patel, and Arshdeep
Singh will play for Team India.

LOST AND FOUND

#JusticeForCUGirls

Netizens condemn Chandigarh
University incident, urge against
sharing objectionable videos
After massive protests broke out in Mohali on
Saturday night by Chandigarh University students
over alleged ‘leaked objectionable videos’ of women
students, netizens on Sunday took to social media to
condemn the incident.
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann tweeted, “Sad
to hear about the unfortunate incident at Chandigarh
University. Our daughters our respect. A high-level
inquiry has been ordered into the incident. Severe action will be taken against whoever is found guilty. I am
in touch with the administration. I request everyone to
avoid rumours.
Delhi Chief Minister and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
convenor Arvind Kejriwal tweeted, “A girl recorded objectionable videos of many girl students in Chandigarh
University and made them viral. This is very serious and
shameful. All the culprits involved in this will get the
harshest punishment. Victim girls have courage. We all
are with you. Act with patience.”
Capt. Amarinder Singh took to Twitter to condemn the
incident and said, “The #ChandigarhUniversity incident
is shameful. Those responsible must be given exemplary
punishment. The dignity and safety of our daughters
should be of topmost priority. Hope police gets into action and sets an example against the culprits.”
Meanwhile, netizens appealed everyone to refrain
from sharing the videos. One of the users shared a post
that read, “See guys, it’s a request to whosoever got viral
videos of 50 girls showering, please delete it. It’s a huge
request. We have sisters and mothers too in our homes,
kindly delete them. Respect them.” The user added,
“This is the least we can do to break the chain.”
Second user said, “It is not about the reputation of 60
girls or Chandigarh University. It is about my reputation,
yours reputation and our reputation.”
Third user said, “Hello Feminist. Girls are not safe even
with girls. The problem doesn’t lie in gender. It’s about
mentality.”

EMOTIONS

After two years, missing cat reunites with Beckham waits 12-hr in
family in Kerala
line to mourn Queen
TDG Network
Kottayam

A pet cat named Ratheesh, who went
missing a couple of years ago, was
recently reunited with his family in
Kerala’s Kottayam. The cat returned
to his master’s house in Puthuppally,
a town in the Kottayam district, after
almost two years.
Ushamma adopted the pet in 2016
and named him after a famous dialogue from the Malayalam film ‘Kattappanaile Hrithik Roshan’.
“Four years ago, the cat had an accident and his leg was broken. Following this, the cat underwent surgery,”
Ushamma said.
Unfortunately, Ratheesh disappeared after a few years post-surgery. The family was upset and did
not know what would happen to
their pet. However, they believed
Ratheesh would survive. Following
his disappearance, Ushamma and
her family searched for him around
the neighbourhood by calling out his

Missing cat

name.
“Four years back, the cat had an accident and we spent Rs 6000 for surgery. Now he is back, we are happy,

“Ushamma added.
Apart from Ushamma, her neighbours are also extremely happy to
have Ratheesh back. Annamma,

Ushamma’s neighbour, said, “ Cat
Ratheesh went missing two years
back and we missed him. We loved
the cat and used to feed him. Now
the cat has returned, and we are very
happy.
Another neighbour, Monu, said
they are happy as the cat has returned safe and sound. Neighbours
said that children from the neighbourhood are very fond of Rathesh
and have been coming to Ushamma’s
house to play with him. All the children have been enjoying playing
with the cat.
After getting to know that Ratheesh
is back, people from other districts
are also visiting Ushamma’s house
to meet the cat every day.
“The cat himself returned to the village and directly went to his owner’s
house, and when he saw Ushamma,
he ran to her and started smelling
her hand so that he could recognise
her. His master Ushamma also offered prayer to God,” said another
neighbour.

TDG Network
London

Thousands of people spent
London’s coldest night in
months huddled in line to
view the coffin of Queen
Elizabeth II, and former
England soccer captain David Beckham was one of the
many mourners. Page Six reported that David reportedly
waited for over 12 hours in
the queue to catch a glimpse
of the queen’s coffin.
He appeared to have lined
up without his famous family at 2:00 a.m. on Friday
morning and waited over
12 hours to see the Queen
lying in state. He even got
emotional. He was spotted
wiping away tears inside
Westminster Hall on Friday.
David was dressed in
mourning clothes, wearing
a black suit and a black cap.

David Beckham

He removed his cap when he
entered the hall.
He didn’t seem to mind the
attention he got in line and
reportedly even bought a
bunch of lucky fans doughnuts to keep them energised
as they waited in the long
line, one person mentioned
on Twitter, Page Six reported. “I was so lucky that I was
able to have a few moments
in my life to be around Her
Majesty,” he told ITV News

on Friday, adding, “A sad
day but it’s a day to remember the incredible legacy she
left.” After the queen passed
away on 8 September, David
shared a post on Instagram
paying his tribute.
“I’m truly saddened by the
death of Her Majesty, The
Queen. What an outpouring
of love and respect we saw
for the Platinum Jubilee for
her life of service,” he wrote
on Instagram.
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Event

Artists perform fusion
at Shudh Dhwani concert
Debjeet Dey
new delhi

W

ith the view to
r a i s e aw a r e ness on Indian
classical music, Snehalata
Memorial Foundation recently organized
its fourth annual
music and dance
festival titled
Shudh Dhwani at
Triveni Kala Sangam. The concert
featured some
young musicians
who performed
fusion. Due to
lockdown restrictions ‘Shudh Dhwani 2020’ was
performed online
and last year the
event could not
be arranged due
to the global pandemic.
The first performance on
flute featured
Ajay Prasanna
with Parimal
Chakraborty on
tabla. The second
performance of the
evening was given
by vocalist Sanjay
Doural with Ravi
on tabla, Salim Kumar as sitarist and
Sandeep on key-

board. The
final performance
was presented by
Bharatnatyam
ex-

Prasanna, one of the leading International flautists
of India said, “I played
Raga Bageshri and there
were two bandish the one
I played was Rupak Taal.
Then I played Banarasi
Dadra in tune. After lockdown again programs
started and I am very grateful to Snehalata Memorial Foundation that they
remembered me for
their show. I thank
the foundation that
they came back and
supported as well as
welcomed the performers.”
Snehalata MeBharatnatyam
m o r i a l Fo u n d a t i o n
exponent
is a Delhi based social
Aparajita Sharma.
organisation
which was
established
in 1992, to
spread awareness for Indian
classical music
throughout
the world.
They pay special attention to
remote places
and mid-tier
cities to popularise Indian
classical music.
Flautist Ajay
They also conPrasanna.
duct workshops
on plantations, trees
among other things.

ponent Aparajita Sharma
with guru Kanaka Sudhakar (nattuvangam),
Venkateshwaran Kuppuswamy (vocal), SH MV
Chandrashekhar (mridangam), and V.S.K Annadurai
(violin).
In a candid conversation with The Daily
Gu a r d i a n , Aj ay
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Music Musings

Classical Music and mindfulness

Nithya Rajendran

The roots of Indian classical
music are traceable back to
the vedas. The Samvad to be
precise. In turns the Vedas
are believed to
be ancient ways
of connecting
with the divine
spirit or God. In
other words, an
old spiritual paradigm for men to
connect with God
and the forces of
nature. Music that
emanated from the
vedas were yet another dimension to
the spiritual truths
contained in the ancient chants.
When we observe
the way Indian Classical Music has been
and continues to be
imparted to this day,
we can spot unerringly, the deep spiritual underpinning it
contains. Especially mindfulness. When a singer or
ever a learner commences
singing Indian Classical
music, one can observe the
immense demand placed

on the artist to be completely mindful and present
in the music he is creating.
This is imperative in Indian
Classical Music because the
production of pure Sur( or
divine, resonant key) is central to the philosophy that
defines classical music. To
understand this better, one
can observe the initial portions of a typical classical
music concert. The resting
on each note and the artists’ complete

pulsion forget his or her by extension draws his aupast and future and be unit- diences into the time warp
ed with his musical present of the mindful present.
which is the note or key he In those moments he and
sings at a particular mo- his audiences know nothment. A deviation from this ing but the present and are
state is punished with im- completely mindful of the
pure notes that do not bring beauty of the music being
out the flavor of the Raag he sung or produced.
This is the reason more
is presenting. Being present
and mindful is required of people have to expose themhim in multiple
w ay s . H i s
When a singer or
mind has to

ever a learner commences
singing Indian Classical
music, one can observe the
immense demand placed on
the artist to be completely
mindful and present in the
music he is creating.

Sur is cennes
n of pure
fi
Productio hilosophy that de
p
tral to themusic.
classical

mindfulness presence in
those notes is unmistakable. There is no other way
to produce pure Sur or key
in Indian Classical Music.
The artist has to, by com-

be in the present as his body,
his emotions and his spirit.
Without this integrated
mindfulness the perfect sur
cannot be produced. And
when he does manage to
produce the perfect key he,

selves to learning/hearing
Indian Classical music. It is
a simple yet powerful way to
introduce mindfulness in a
pleasing environment.
Today’s generation is
straddled with many
staggering challenges.
Mo st o f t h e s e r i o u s
among those pertain to
unwholesome and frittered states of mind
encouraged by social
media and technology.
There is an urgent need to
find accessible ways to becoming more centered and
mindful. Indian Classical
music can be the answer.
If we only we can give this
magical form a chance to
transform us.

Solo Exhibition

‘The invigorate masterstroke’ is a tribute to late artist Dipen Bose
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Born in Kolkata in 1921, selftaught artist Dipen Bose started
to paint after giving up his job at
Central Excise service around
1947. In 1953 his painting was
presented to the president, federal Republic of Germany by
Government of India. His artworks indulged in the usage of
indigenous materials such as
tempera, a limited palette with
vibrant colors, lead pencils,
and watercolors. He painted
romantic landscapes, historical
themes, and portraits, as well
as scenes from daily rural life.
The simplicity and elegance of
refined figures are evidently

soothing.
Inspired by his friend Indra
Dugar, he moved towards traditional Indian Art, French Impressionism and Chinese Art.
He sought inspiration from jain
and kangra paintings, far eastern art and even impressionism,
resulting in a style akin to Bengal School. It was exactly at that
time when Zainul Abedin, Chittaprasad, Rathin Maitra, Prodosh Dasgupta were drawing on
the reality of human sufferings
around them while Dipen Bose
quietly stood apart and painted
from imagination. He also wrote
articles on art innewspapers and
journals.
To pay tribute to his contribution to Indian arts, a solo exhibi-

One of the guest and art lover viewing the paintings.

Collections of late artist Dipen Bose.

tion of Dipen Bose named ‘The
invigorate masterstroke’ is going

16th September to 24th of September. This show is curated by

to be held at Creativity Art Gallery, Hauz Khas Village from

Paramita Sarkar and she makes
an earnest effort to bring togeth-

er his collections and a deep insight into his personal life.
In a candid conversation with
The Daily Guardian curator
Paramita Sarkar says, “Dipen
Bose was a self-taught artist
with no academic training in
art. But inspired by his grandfather Nagendra Bose, he learned
the oil painting technique from
renowned artist Debiprasad
Ray Chowdhury. Director of
Creativity Art Gallery Shekhar
Jhamb and I jointly planned to
represent artist Dipen Bose’s
work from his family’s personal
collection in a unique way with
more information and numerous varieties of work including
his valuable personal belongings.”

Star-studded extravaganza

10th SIIMA Awards witness the best of South Indian cinema

Murtaza Ali Khan

I was recently invited to attend the 2022 South Indian
International Movie Awards
(SIIMA) in Bangalore. Celebrating a decade of SIIMA,
the 10th edition of the festival was held on 10 - 11 September, 2022. The ambiance remained electrifying
throughout the two days as
the biggest names in Indian
showbiz made their presence felt at the awards. SIIMA was launched in 2012 by
Vishnu Vardhan Induri and
Brinda Prasad Adusimilli to
appreciate film makers from
across the South Indian film
industries. Over the last decade or so, SIIMA has only
gone from the position of
strength to strength to become one of the most sought
after awards events in India
that holds such a special
place in everyone’s hearts.

Oozing with cinephilia
and glamour, the star-studded extravaganza has been
curated by Brinda Prasad
Adusumilli and Vishnu Induri, for a span of two days
in Bengaluru. Earlier, Brinda Prasad Adusumilli, who
is also the chairperson of
SIIMA, had announced the
nominations for the films
and music released in the
4 South Indian Languages
viz. Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam and Tamil in 2021.
Other than the regular
awards, SIMMA also features some special honors
for lifetime contributions
and few special awards.
Now, the first day of the two
day event focused on Telugu
and Kannada cinema and
the second day of the awards
function was dedicated to
celebrating the best of Tamil
and Malayalam cinema.
Adding to the glitter and
glamour of the 10th edition
of SIIMA, Bollywood actor
Ranveer Singh marked his
scintillating presence at the
event alongside some of biggest names of Telugu, Kannada, Tamil, and Malayalam
cinema including the likes of
Allu Arjun, Yash, Vijay De-

verakonda, Pooja Hegde,
Darshan Thoogudeepa, Arvind Swamy, Silambarasan
TR, and Kamal Haasan,
Anees Bazmee, Vivek Agnihotri, Arvind Swamy,
Hansika Motwani, Siva
Karthikeyan, Silambarasan TR, Nidhhi
Agerwal, and
Tovino Thomas,
among others.
The winners for
Telugu and Kannada
cinema were also announced on the first day
of SIIMA. The Best Film
(Telugu) went to ‘Pushpa:
The Rise,’ and the Best Film
(Kannada) went to ‘Garuda
Gamana Vrishabha Vahana.’ As far as the top acting honors are concerned,
the winners announced
on the first day included
Punneth Rajkumar, who
was awarded Best Actor
(Kannada) posthumously
for ‘Yuvarathnaa,’ Ashika
Ranganath, who won the
Best Actress (Kannada)
for ‘Madhagaja,’ Pooja
Hegde, who won the Best
Actress award (Telugu) for
‘Most Eligible Bachelor,’
Allu Arjun, who won the
Best Actor award (Telugu)

for ‘Pushpa – The Rise,’
Pramod, who bagged the
Best Actor in a Supporting
Role Award (Kannada) for
‘Rathnan Prapancha,’ Aarohi Narayan, who won the
Best Actress in a Supporting Role (Kannada) for

who won the Best Actress
in a Supporting Role Award
(Telugu) for the film ‘Krack.’
The winners for Malayalam and Tamil cinema
were announced on the second day of the festi-

SIIMA Day 1.
veer Singh at
an
R
d
an
sh
n, Ya
Kamal Haasa

Hansika Motwani.

‘Drishya 2,’ Jagadeesh
Prathap Bandari, who
bagged the Best Actor
in a Supporting Role
Award (Telugu) for
the film ‘Pushpa - The
Rise,’ and Varalaxmi Sarathkumar,

val. While
‘Minnal Murali’ bagged
the Best Film (Malayalam),
‘Sarpatta Parambarai’ won
the Best Film (Tamil). The
top acting honors went to
Kangana Ranaut, who won
Best Actress (Tamil) for
‘Thalaivii,’ Arvind Swamy,
who won Best Actor in a

the fans of Telugu, Tamil,
Kannada, and Malayalam
cinema have is what makes
these regional film industries tick. Often the stars
are hailed as demigods. Attending the 10th edition of
SIIMA in Bangalore has
to be one of the
top experiences
for me—going
to ground zero
and attending a
physical event
happening in
the real world
after a long hiatus— since the
pandemi c hit
us. Credit goes
to Vishnu Vardhan Induri and
Brinda Prasad
Adusimilli for
their passion
and commitment towards
Arvind Swamy.
SIIMA and for
extending their
hospitality to all
nimaya Prasad, who bagged those attending the event.
As curtains have come
Best Actress in a Supporting
Role (Malayalam) for ‘Joji’. down on the 10th edition
The winners were chosen of SIIMA, my eyes are already set on the next edition
by an online voting system.
The passion, zeal, and which promises to be even
unconditional love that bigger and grander.
Supporting Role (Tamil) for
‘Thalaivii,’ Silambarasan
TR, who won Best Actor
(Tamil) for ‘Maanaadu,’ Tovino Thomas, who bagged
Best Actor (Tamil) for ‘Minnal Murali’ and
‘Kala,’ and Un-
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Man’s anxious search for meaning

In the post-pandemic world, we have come face-to-face with the impermanence of life. Troubling
times demand that we think clearly about the best course for our life, our work, and our family.
D. CHATTERJEE

T

he world is in turmoil.
Trying to make sense
of it has started to become an everyday challenge.
Most of us are constantly battling a mind that is crowded
with “what ifs” and worries,
and it’s really messing with
our ability to get stuff done.
One of the most influential books of all time, Viktor
Frankl’s Man’s Search For
Meaning inspired the title
of this article. The inspiring 1946 book chronicles
Frankl’s experiences as a
prisoner in Nazi concentration camps during World
War II. He describes how
he survived by identifying
a positive life purpose and
immersively visualising that
outcome.
In the post-pandemic
world, we have come face-toface with the impermanence
of life. Troubling times demand that we think clearly
about the best course for
our life, our work, and our
family. We can’t afford to be
bombarded by a swarm of
half-formed anxieties when
everything starts getting out

of control, all at once, and
one becomes overwhelmed
trying to deal with things
without losing one’s sanity
According to the Deloitte
Global 2021 Millennial and
Gen Z Survey, both generations report high stress and
anxiety levels—and remain
hesitant about expressing
their stress and anxiety to
their peers or employers. In
fact, Gen Z is poised to become the most isolated generation of all time.
It needs a lot of awareness
and skill to remain conscious
and vigilant, to immediately
notice when, where and why
our energy drops, to stop
the fall, and to use practises
to raise our energy before it
becomes too low, so that we
can continue to remain joyful and enjoy life to the fullest. The ancients developed
practical ways to attain this
state. They call it Yoga.
The wisdom of the ancients
has become more relevant in
today’s stressful times. The
third millennium has come
upon us with its unique challenges. However, becoming a
Millennial Yogi is not simply
joining a yoga class and be-

THE GITA DESCRIBES SEVEN
QUALITIES OF YOGIS

It needs a lot of awareness and skill to remain conscious.

coming proficient in a few
asanas. Nowadays, people
assume the title of yogi because they practise yoga.
However, ancient scriptures
go into detail about the qualities of a true yogi.
The Bhagavad Gita explains that a yogi is someone who has conquered
the senses, isn’t attracted
by sensual pleasures, takes
both sorrow and pleasure in
one’s stride, and is free from
attachments, fear, and anger.
Mental equipoise is his hallmark. The Gita calls such a
person a “Sthitaprajna,” succinctly encapsulating this as,
“when all beings sleep, the

yogi remains awake; when
the world awakens, the yogi
sleeps’.
Our world is spinning out
of control. We will burn out
if we keep running at the top
gear all the time. We need
to learn to stop and enjoy
the moment. The top mental health issues reported
today are anxiety, depression, and eating disorders.
Nowadays, many of us don’t
get enough sleep. We rush
through meals, hardly talk
to loved ones and often hurry
through exercise routines.
It is important that we seek
meaning in what we do. Today, Gen Zs are looking for

Even-minded: The yogis remain unattached from everything. In today’s world, being even-tempered is considered
very cool. The millennial yogi is usually a minimalist and
remains relaxed in tough situations.
The yogis are friends of their own selves—without inner
conflicts, reflecting inner purity and tranquillity. True yogis
respect and honour themselves, remaining unswayed by
others’ opinions.
Real yogis are ones who have conquered themselves. They
are free from worldly desires, remaining serene amidst
opposites such as pain and pleasure, honour and dishonour. Self-discipline is the hallmark of the yogi.
Yogis are content in all situations and circumstances. They
have no complaints about anything, accepting people and
situations, and making the best out of these.
True yogis are balanced and restrained, following moderation and the middle-path. They don’t over-indulge in
worldly comforts, eat excessively, or sleep excessively. Nor
are they excessively austere, going without sleep or food.
Real yogis remain self-absorbed, undisturbed, and undistracted. They speak little, keeping to themselves, and they
cherish their independence.
True yogis are detached from suffering and remain indifferent to emotions, realising that true liberation is from
suffering itself.

certainty in an uncertain
world. Post pandemic, the
millennials are reluctant to
return to a full-time job. The
great resignation has created a bleak scenario for the
future of work.
So, how can we adapt these
timeless teachings of the ancients for the millennials and

GenZs?
Our capacity to enjoy life is
directly proportional to how
happy we are. Our moods
dictate the quality of our
sense of humour. The happier we are, the easier it is for
us to laugh. How happy we
feel entirely depends upon
our levels of enthusiasm and

eagerness, and these depend
upon our energy, vitality, or
life force. One can incorporate simple practices into
one’s daily routine to raise
one’s energy. The ancients
gave importance to regular
meditation, a healthy diet,
adequate exercise and sufficient sleep.
We are a constantly evolving Mind-Body-Spirit combination of everything that
we absorb. The world is
continually bombarding us
with information. Everything affects us. Moment by
moment, we ingest information and we keep changing
constantly. We change after
reading a book or watching
a movie. We change after
meeting someone, even for
an instant. The food we eat
has an effect on our moods.
We are incessantly imbibing
thoughts, opinions, ideas
and words.
It is extremely important
to select what goes into us.
Not just the food we eat, but
the books we read, the movies and television shows we
watch, and the people we
spend time with. Even the
places we visit. All these

things can change us in subtle ways.
We need to choose wisely.
It’s important to decide who
we want to become and start
working on whether the
company we keep is taking
us towards that. We are the
sum total of the handful of
people around whom we
spend most of our time.
Places where people meditate have a powerful vibe and
make us peaceful, whereas
staying long at places where
too much hedonistic partying or violent events have
occurred can leave us spent,
unhappy and agitated.
However, in today’s uncertain state of the world, we
need to find ways to create
structures where we can find
mutual support and thrive
as communities. Remaining
alone and aloof during the
pandemic has led to a slew
of mental health issues. Collective meditation, playing
team sports and volunteering for community service
activities at old age homes, or
giving children free coaching
are activities that are sure to
give our (anxious) lives the
meaning we all crave for.

OVERCOMING CHALLENGES

OUR FEARS ARE OUR CRUTCHES
DEEPAM CHATTERJEE

Whenever great teachers have appeared in the
world, they have been
ridiculed, mocked, often
punished, tortured, excommunicated, or even
killed. They have shocked
people, broken tradition
and had their voices repeatedly silenced by rigid
believers not ready to accept their words. It is ironic that since humans have
learned to think, those in
powerful positions have
suppressed the voice of
reason. Often, people
are not ready to take the
shock of being told that
what they believe is not
the truth. There is a beautiful story that illustrates
this.
Hidden in the moun-

tains, there was a strange
village that had had no
contact with the outside
world for centuries. In the
village, everybody used to
walk with crutches. They
all had beautiful crutches.
They danced and farmed
using their crutches. The
carpenters there were the
richest. They had made
an industry of building
crutches of all designs,
shapes, and sizes. People
even gave names to their
crutches and worshipped
those left behind by the
departed ones. As soon as
children turned one year
old, they would be put on
crutches and trained to
walk with them.
One day, it so happened that a young man

hobbled up to the village
square in his crutches
and proclaimed excitedly
that crutches were not
required, and that people
could walk without them.
He was instantly ridiculed
and humiliated. He was
scoffed at and laughed
at. People started avoiding him and thought that
he was a nutcase. They
ordered him to get out of
the village and not disturb
their peaceful existence.
Desperate to prove his
case, he asked for a week
to prove his case and announced that the next
Sunday he would walk
without his crutches in
the main village square.
Everyone was curious
and wanted to see this
man do what he had
preposterously claimed.
So, the next Sunday, the
whole village came out to
the square to watch what
would happen as they
leaned on their trusty
crutches.

It is we who have
to get rid of our
crutches. How
will we get rid of
them? By becoming
aware of them. As
soon as we become
aware of them, they
will drop away.

The young man came
and stood in the centre of
the square. There was a
pin-drop silence. A curious child craned her neck
to watch as the young
man nervously dropped

one crutch-and a horrified whisper went around
the whole square. And
then, with great difficulty,
the man raised his second
crutch and stood swaying. The stunned crowd

stood mesmerised, as time
stopped for a moment, before they saw the man totter and fall.
The roar of scornful
laughter was deafening.
No one came up to help

the youth, as the laughing
and jeering crowd dispersed in a clatter of their
ornate crutches. They said
to each other, “See, we
were right. We knew that
he was a mad fellow. It is
impossible to move without crutches.”
But, for a brief moment,
the quiet girl frowned, and
quickly, without being
seen, lifted both crutches
an inch off the ground.
Most people are walking around on invisible
crutches.
Great teachers come to
assure us that we can walk
without crutches. Often,
they too falter, but they
remain unafraid. They
may fall after they have
dropped their crutches,
but they persevere so that
someday, someone, whose
mind has been opened up,
will try to walk without
crutches.
All our fears are our
crutches. How many
crutches do we carry?

Fear of being rejected, of
being left alone, of being
abandoned, of dying in
pain.
It is we who have to get
rid of our crutches. How
will we get rid of them? By
becoming aware of them.
As soon as we become
aware of them, they will
drop away. We are usually afraid of what we don’t
know.
Often, we aren’t afraid of
falling but of getting hurt
when we hit the ground.
To save ourselves from
pain and distress, we take
all kinds of safety precautions.
To prevent getting hurt,
we want to avoid a fall, so
we grab and hold on to
crutches.
All that we believe in
makes us who we are.
Captain Deepam Chatterjee (Retired) has recently
written The Millennial Yogi
published by Penguin Random House India.

INTERVIEW

MEDITATION IS THE MOST RELEVANT TIME-MANAGEMENT TOOL: KAMLESH
Kamlesh Patel, lovingly
known as Daaji, is the fourth
global teacher of ‘Heartfulness’, a simple set of heartfocused meditation practices
to suit the busy lifestyle of today. Born in Gujarat, India,
Kamlesh D. Patel showed an
early interest in meditation
and spiritual growth.
In an exclusive conversation with The Daily Guardian, Kamlesh explains why
meditation is necessary for
everyone leading a stressful
life today and how to do it.
Q: What is Heartfulness
Meditation and how did it
originate? Is it affiliated
with any religion or spiritual
practice?
A: When we manage to
tune into our feelings and
capture the inspirations that
come from our heart, making them the guiding source
of our decisions, it is called
“listening to the voice of the
heart”. This kind of shifting

from analytical thinking to
deeper levels of feeling, intuition, and consciousness
is possible through meditation on the heart, known as
Heartfulness Meditation.
Q: How does one start
Heartfulness Meditation?
A: One can begin meditation with a Heartfulness
trainer one-on-one.
Q: With a basket of wellness programmes already
available, why should one
choose Heartfulness Meditation?
A: The process of Heartfulness Meditation has its
foundation in the heart,
where feelings and emotions
reside. The unique aspect of
Heartfulness is to meditate
with the aid of yogic transmission, or Pranahuti, and
such training is imparted by
the Heartfulness Guide or
trainers. Meditating on the
heart improves emotional
intelligence, sensitivity, and

Kamlesh D. Patel

intuition.
Another distinguishing
aspect of Heartfulness is
the rejuvenation technique
called cleaning, which removes emotional baggage of
the past. Heartfulness Cleaning addresses emotions such
as discontentment, restlessness, anxiety, anger, fear,
confusion, and negativity,
helping you feel light and
rejuvenated.
Q: How long does one
need to practice Heartful-

ness Meditation to feel the
effect?
A: For some people, the
first meditation session is
a game changer; they feel
the effect and are able to tell
the difference immediately.
But, of course, like any other
practice, one has to try it
regularly and sincerely for
a period of 6 to 12 weeks

to observe specific visible
changes in their inner and
outer environment. For example, only when you work
out regularly for a couple of
months in the gym can you
see changes in your body. A
mind or heart gym is no different.
Q: In today’s hectic lifestyle, how can we find the

time to meditate?
A: Especially when we believe we don’t have time to
meditate, we need to meditate more and more.
Meditation is the most
important and relevant
time-management tool in
our lives. It helps us regulate our emotions. After all,
what is time management if

not emotional management?
We need physical energy to
do things, but, more importantly, we need mental
and emotional resilience to
manage multiple things in
life. Meditating for an hour
every morning helps us stay
focused, align our priorities,
and become emotionally resilient. That is the secret to
time management. So, ‘hectic’ does not exist in our lifestyle; meditation does.
Q: Is there any fee or donation required to learn or
practice Heartfulness?
A: All good things are
available bountifully in nature and are free of cost. Do
we pay for clean air, water,
and love? Meditation is one
of the noblest way to create
peace. It is free of cost—a
tradition that Heartfulness
will always continue. Today,
Heartfulness has spread to
160 countries.
Q: Does practicing Heart-

fulness require us to change
our lifestyle? Is it compatible with normal family and
work life?
A: Heartfulness changes
our life for the better. We do
not have to change anything.
It helps us mold our lives to
become the best version of
ourselves that we can be. It
helps us balance and regulate our lifestyle.
Q: Does Heartfulness
work on medical ailments?
If yes, which ones?
A: Recent research and
work done by the Heartfulness Institute have proven
that Heartfulness Meditation
alleviates burnout and is extremely effective in increasing productivity, emotional
wellness, and even telomere
length, as published in a recent study.
Interviewed by Communication Professional Madhuri
Shukla
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WOMEN’S CRICKET

India beat England by seven
wickets in first ODI
TDG NETWORK
Hove (UK)

H

alf-centuries from
opener Smriti Mandhana, captain Harmanpreet Kaur and wicketkeeper-batter Yastika Bhatia
powered India to a sevenwicket win over England in
the first ODI held in Hove on
Sunday.
With this, India has a 1-0
lead in the three-match series. England posted a rather
disappointing 227/7 in their
50 overs, with Alice Davidson-Richards (50*) and
Danni Wyatt (43) being the
top scorers. Deepti Sharma
took a remarkable 2/33 with
the ball. Chasing 221, fifties
from Mandhana (91), Harmanpreet (74*) and Yastika
(50) helped India brush off
the English challenge with
34 balls to spare. Chasing

Indian opener Smriti Mandhana.

221, India faced an early hiccup after opener Shafali Verma was dismissed for just
one run by pacer Kate Cross
after her flick attempt went
into the hands of a fielder at
the midwicket region. India
was 1/3 at this point.
After that, opener Smriti
Mandhana and wicketkeeper-batter Yastika Bhatia

pushed the innings into another gear with their aggressive intent, hunting every
ball that they could. They
helped their side cross the
50-run mark in nine overs
and also developed a fiftyrun stand.
After the mandatory powerplay in 10 overs, India
stood firm at 59/1, with Yas-

tika (25*) and Smriti (27*).
The hosts’ search for wickets continued as the duo kept
the scoreboard running with
healthy mix of strike rotation and boundaries. Bhatia
brought her half-century in
just 45 balls after a lucky inside edge that went for four.
Charlie Dean broke up the
96-run stand between the
duo, as the offspinner’s delivery went through the gap
between bat and pad and hit
the top of off stump. Bhatia
was back for a well-made
50 off 47 balls. India was at
99/2.
The next batter was skipper Harmanpreet Kaur.
She carried from where the
previous partnership left
off, providing valuable support to Mandhana, who also
completed her fifty. Mandhana was looking well on
course towards her century,

but top-edged a swipe aimed
over the midwicket region,
giving Davidson-Richards
a catch at mid-on that ended
the 99-run stand between
Mandhana and Kaur. Cross
got Mandhana, out for 91 off
99 balls as her second scalp.
India was at 198/3.
Harleen Deol was the next
batter up. The batters continued whatever was left of the
chase. Kaur brought. Kaur
brought up her half-century
in 80 balls. India finished the
innings on a winning note
at 232/3 in 44.2 overs, with
Kaur (74*) and Deol (6*). Kate
Cross finished as the best
English bowler with 2/43.
Earlier, India women restricted England to a paltry
score of 227 at the end of 50
overs after inviting the hosts
to bat first, winning the toss
at the Hove County ground
on Sunday.

contrasting victories

Meiraba, Dhruv-Arjun bag titles in Maha Metro International
Challenge badminton tournament
TDG NETWORK
Nagpur

Rising Indian shuttler Meiraba Maisnam and World
Championships quarter-finalists Dhruv Kapila and MR
Arjun registered contrasting
victories to clinch the men’s
singles and doubles titles at
the Maha Metro Maharashtra International Challenge
badminton tournament in

Nagpur on Sunday.
Meiraba upset second seed
Mithun Manjunath 21-14,
21-16 in the men’s singles final while the men’s doubles
combination of Dhruv and
Arjun did well to regroup
after wasting a match point
in the second game to defeat Thailand’s Chaloempon
Charoenkitamorn and Nanthakarn Yordphaisong 21-17,
20-22, 21-18 to clinch the win-

Dhruv Kapila and M.R Arjun registered contrasting victories to
clinch the men’s singles and doubles titles.

ner’s trophy.
India had a chance to clinch

a total of four titles on the final day of the competition
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but unseeded G Ruthvika
Shivani and the mixed doubles pairing of K Maneesha
and Gouse Shaikh lost in
straight games.
Ruthvika, who has been
making a comeback after a
long injury lay-off, had upset
many seeded players enroute
to the final but could not
handle the prowess of Japan’s
Miho Kayama, going down
21-11, 21-11.
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36th National Games

National Games are like
mini-Olympics, says 1999
Best Athlete Nisha Millet
TDG NETWORK
bangalore

National Games are like
mini-Olympics and are the
most important sports event
in the country, says 1999 Best
Female Athlete Nisha Millet
as excitement mounts ahead
of the 36th National Games,
set to get under way in Gujarat from September 29.
“National Games is the
best event in the country. It
is the only meet where the
nation’s best athletes from
so many sports assemble,
giving one the feeling of
mini-Olympics,” the Olympian said. “There is nothing
like rubbing shoulders with
the best to make yourself become better.”
“I competed in three National Games, Pune (1994),
Bangalore (1997) and Imphal
(1999) and those beautiful
memories are still fresh in
my mind. I did not do well in
Pune (one bronze) but I was
on a roll in Bangalore and
Imphal where I won 8 Gold
and 14 Gold respectively,”
she recalled.
“It was a long journey
from Bangalore to Imphal
and I remember the pool
was really cold,” she said of
the time when she won 14
Gold and became the talk
of the town. “That was an
important meet since it got
me going towards the 2000
Olympic Games in Sydney. I
also remember flying back
first-class after having to stay
for the closing ceremony to

Kitchen District All day dining

1999 Best Female Athlete Nisha Millet hopes that the National
Games will now be held regularly.

get my award.”
Nisha Millet is glad that
almost every major star in
swimming will be competing in Rajkot, making it
one of the most competitive fields. “It’s really going
to be exciting. I foresee so
many big battles,” she said,
adding that the established
stars cannot take things for
granted. “I think we will see
some new champions. Some
juniors will surprise the seniors.”
She hopes that the National Games will now be held
regularly. “The Games boost
the morale of young athletes, help them get used to
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the winning habit too. They
also create state-of-the-art
sports infrastructure which
is so critical. They ensure the
best facilities to not only the
young but the elite athletes
too,” said the Arjuna Award
winner.
Nisha Millet recently
opened a swimming academy in Bangalore which
caters to tiny tots (one-year
olds and above) and is focussed on coaching girls.
She has also associated
herself with the DY Patil
Swimming Initiative in
Navi Mumbai, underlining
her philosophy of giving it
back to the sport.
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Home series

Team India start practice session ahead of
first T20I against Australia

Four phase and could not reach the
final. Sri Lanka won their sixth title
while Pakistan ended as runnersup. All eyes are on this T20I series against Australia and another
home series against South Africa,
starting from October 28, consisting of three ODIs and three T20Is.
These will serve as quality match
practice for Men in Blue for ICC
T20 World Cup 2022, which will
go on from October 16 to November
13 this year. India could not qualify
for semis the previous year as they
crashed out of the competition in
the Super 12 phase.
India squad for Australia series:
Rohit Sharma (Captain), KL Rahul (vice-captain), Virat Kohli,
Suryakumar Yadav, Deepak Hooda, Rishabh Pant (wicket-keeper),
Dinesh Karthik (wicket-keeper),
Hardik Pandya, R. Ashwin, Yuzvendra Chahal, Axar Patel, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Harshal Patel,
Deepak Chahar, Jasprit Bumrah,
Umesh Yadav.

TDG NETWORK
Mohali

T

eam India started their practice session ahead of their
first T20I match against
Australia in Mohali on Sunday.
India will start off their home series against Australia on September 20. The next T20I match will
take place in Nagpur on September
23, followed by the third and final
T20I match in Hyderabad on September 25. Cricketers were seen
sweating it out in the nets, upgrading their skill set to take on a solid
Australian side.
Star batter Virat Kohli, KL Rahul,
all-rounders Hardik Pandya, Axar
Patel, skipper Rohit Sharma and
Rishabh Pant were among the players present for the session.
India recently failed to defend
their Asia Cup title at the 2022
edition of the tournament, which
concluded recently. Men in Blue
finished at number three in Super

Virat Kohli during a practice session.

busy calendar

Kohli might open some games
for us but KL Rahul will
open in T20 World Cup: Rohit
TDG NETWORK
Mohali

Keeping in mind India’s busy
upcoming calendar where
they will play three T20
Internationals each with
Australia and South Africa,
India skipper Rohit Sharma
opined that promoting Virat
Kohli up the order to open
the innings remain an option but KL Rahul will be
the first choice opener in the
T20 World Cup.
“We understand the quality of all our players and what
they bring to us. But Virat
Kohli opening is an option
for us, we will always keep
that in mind. Since we have
not taken the third opener,
he opens for his franchise
and he has done really well
while playing at that position, so it is a definite option
for us,” said Rohit Sharma
said ahead of the T20 International series against Aus-

Indian skipper Rohit Sharma.

tralia.
“We are so happy the way
Virat played against Afghanistan, we haven’t taken the
third opener in the World
Cup so he is an option for us
if needed in the mega event,”
he said.
However, talking about
the opening pair in the T20
World Cup in Australia, he

said, “KL Rahu will open
for us at the T20 World Cup.
We are not going to experiment with that position. His
performance often go unnoticed. He is an important
player for us,” he said.
As India were dealt with
many crucial injury blows,
they still have much to look
forward to and can take sol-

Clash against Australia

ace in the return to form of
their star batter Virat Kohli.
The 33-year-old had taken
a month-long break from
cricket to focus on his mental
health and returned all guns
blazing in the Asia Cup.
Kohli broke his century
drought that spanned 1,020
days, scoring his 71st international hundred when
he smashed an unbeaten
122 against Afghanistan.
He finished as the second
highest run-getter in the
tournament with 276 runs
at an impressive 92, striking at 147.59.
“It is always nice to have
options available for you. It is
important going into a World
Cup that you have flexibility.
You want the players to be
in best shape batting at any
position. When we try and
do something new, that does
not mean that’s a problem,”
he added.

Indian captain Rohit Sharma shared
the rationale behind speedster Umesh
Yadav’s selection ahead of team India’s clash against Australia in the first
match of the T20I series in Mohali on
Sunday. Addressing a press conference, the star batter mentioned that
Umesh Yadav is a quality bowler who
has proven himself and gives the side
a good option with the new ball upfront. Umesh Yadav was drafted in
the side for the Australia T20 series
after pacer Mohammed Shami tested
positive for Covid on Sunday.
Yadav has not featured for the Indian side in T20Is in the past two years
and turned heads after he was called
for the Aussie assignment.
Talking about other options, the
captain said, “Few options were there.
Prasidh is injured, Siraj is playing
county and we didn’t want to fly him
in just for a game or two. Avesh was
sick in Asia Cup, he will take time to
rebuild his fitness.”
“Guys like Umesh, Shami don’t
need to be playing a particular format to succeed at it. They have proven
themselves. It’s the quality. Young
guys need to prove but not them. If
they are fit and available they will be
called back. We don’t need to look at

Indian speedster Umesh Yadav.

Saba Karim

Team India will have to work
on these flaws before T20
World Cup

There is only one month left in the upcoming T20 World Cup
match between India and Pakistan. Prior to this, India has
to play three-match T20 series against Australia and South
Africa, which will begin in the next few days. In such a situation, both these series are important for India because after
these two series, India will be playing first T20 World Cup
match against Pakistan. In this sense Indian team will get an
opportunity to test the players who have been included in the
World Cup team.

filing papers

Dilip Tirkey to contest
for post of president
in Hockey India
New Delhi:
Former India
hockey captain
and Olympian
Dilip Tirkey has
decided to contest for the post
of Hockey India
president and
filed his nomination papers
for the same on
Sunday.
The elections of Olympian Dilip Tirkey filing his
the Hockey India nomination for Hockey India
are scheduled to president post.
take place on October 1, 2022 in New Delhi and will be
supervised Ajay Nayak who was appointed as returning officer by Supreme Court in August for conducting
the Hockey India elections.
Ajay Nayak, Ex-Chief Electoral Officer, Government
of Bihar has assumed the position of Returning Officer.
Additionally, A. K. Majumdar has been appointed as
the Assistant Returning Officer. They will be assuming
their positions with immediate effect.
Taking to Twitter after filing his nominations, Tirkey
said he is committed to taking Indian Hockey to new
heights.
“Submitted my nomination for the post of President,
Hockey India with the blessings of all. I am committed
to take Indian Hockey to new heights,” he wrote on
Twitter. Tirkey is one of the most beloved figures in
Indian hockey. He holds the Indian record for most international appearances, with 412 Caps over a 15-yearlong international career. — TDG NETWORK

‘Umesh Yadav has proven himself,
excellent option with new ball’
TDG NETWORK
Mohali

CRICKET
DIARY

form. We saw how well Umesh yadav
bowled in the IPL. He bowled pretty
well. He gives us option to use upfront with the new ball, swings the
ball, bowls fast so not a much debate
about him,” explained Rohit about
Umesh’s inclusion in the team.
The righ-hander also talked about
the importance of the series and said
that series such as these help in getting
a better understanding of the team.
“Important to play such series, we
find out about players, what they can
do in different situations. I’ll never
say we are a perfect team, all we can
do is prepare, keep learning and improving, important to have modesty,
challenging series as they are top two
teams,” said Rohit. India’s batter also
gave clarity about the attacking approach that the team has opted to
go with and the brand of aggressive
cricket that it’s going to play.
“We will continue to play that way,
we talked about that and everyone
was comfortable with it. We know
what our second line of defense is
when we are in trouble. We have
spend a lot of time talking about these
things. The guys know how they are
to play when 10/3 or when we are
at 50/0. We have talked about such
things at length and now it’s just about
going on the field and executing it,”
said the Indian captain.

Suryakumar Yadav.

India’s T20 World Cup squad is very strong but there are
many players in the team who need to work on their weakness. In this list the first player is Suryakumar Yadav who
certainly plays well in bilateral series but till now he hasn’t
been able to perform well in any important event be it last
year’s T20 World Cup or recently played Asia Cup. In both
these occasions Suryakumar Yadav has not been able to deliver for which he is known.
Apart from this, Rishabh Pant is also a good batsman but he
has to play in T20 format in the way he plays in Test cricket.
However, team management also has a big role in this because
Rishabh Pant does not get selected in the playing XI of T20
team with consistency. If the team shows confidence in him
even in T20 format, it is possible that Pant will be able to bat
fearlessly besides when Pant is in rhythm, he can dominate
any bowler.
However, it is a very good sign for the Indian team that before the World Cup, Virat Kohli has returned to form, and
the way Virat scored runs in Asia Cup with consistency, the
whole country is expecting that he will score runs with the
same rhythm in the T20 World Cup and at present Virat also
has the opportunity to score runs against Australia and South
Africa and improve his form further before the World Cup
and being a senior player he himself would like to improve
his form in both these upcoming series.
The writer has been a selector apart from being a former player
of Team India.

World Wrestling Championships

Bajrang Punia captures
bronze in men’s 65 kg category
TDG NETWORK
Belgrade

Ace Indian wrestler and
Olympic medalist Bajrang
Punia captured a bronze
medal in the men’s 65 kg category at the ongoing World
Wrestling Championships
2022, by defeating Puerto
Rico’s Sebastian C Rivera in
the bronze medal bout.
He defeated Rivera in
the bout by 11-9. The
wrestler, who recently
won a gold medal in
Commonwealth Games
scripted a remarkable
comeback to win the
match. He won on basis of
VPO1-Points and the
opponent’s scores. In
the initial stages of
match, Punia looked
down and out, trailing by 0-6. But
then he fought his
way back into the
match, scoring
11 points and letting his opponent
score only three
more.
He made his way

back into medal contention
after a loss to USA’s John
Michael Diakomihalis in
the quarterfinal by 10-0, on
basis of Victory by Superiority (VSU).
A hard-fought 7-6 win over
Vazgen Tevanyan of Armenia took him to the bronze
medal match. He achieved
the win on basis of VPO1Po ints and the
opponent’s
scores.
This is Punia’s fourth
medal at the

Championships, starting his
journey with bronze in 2013.
He went on to win silver in
the 2018 Championships
and followed it with another
bronze in 2019.
Now, he has four championship medals.
This is India’s second
medal at the ongoing edition of the World Wrestling
Championships.
Indian wrestler and Commonwealth Games 2022
gold medalist Vinesh Phogat
captured a bronze medal in
the women’s 53 kg category
at the ongoing World Wrestling Championships 2022
in Belgrade on Wednesday,
defeating reigning European champion Emma
Malmgren from
Sweden.
The three-time
CWG gold medalist overpowered her Swedish
opponent to win the
match 8-0.
The championships
started on September 10
and wil end on September
18.

