
Rest in peace

The coffin of the UK’s longest-serving monarch Queen Elizabeth ll being carried 
to Westminster Abbey for the state funeral, in London on Monday.  ANi

14th monkeypox 
case reported in 
india
New Delhi: india on Monday 
reported the 14th monkeypox 
case after a Nigerian national 
tested positive in Delhi, taking 
the figure to nine cases in Delhi, 
said official sources. The ninth 
case that tested positive for 
Monkeypox in Delhi is a case of 
30-year-old Nigerian female. 
Recently in an interview with 
ANi, Dr Suresh Kumar, Medical 
Director, lNJP confirmed eight 
cases of Nigerian females and 
the maximum number of cases 
are of African origin with no trav-
el history and the government 
is doing contact tracing. he also 
said that maximum cases have 
no significant complications.“ 

pilgrims entry 
into sanctum 
sanctorum 
of kedarnath 
banned
DehRADuN: in view of the huge 
crowd of pilgrims in Kedarnath 
Dham, the temple committee 
has banned the entry of pilgrims 
into the sanctum sanctorum of 
Kedarnath temple. Pilgrims will 
now be able to have darshan 
from the Sabha Mandap only. 
Shri Badrinath-Kedarnath 
Temple Committee President 
Ajendra Ajay told ANi that due 
to the huge crowd, entry into 
the sanctum has been banned. 
he said, “The crowd is expected 
to remain till October 15, after 
which it will be reconsidered”.

‘logistics cost 
will be cut to 
8-9% of gdp by 
2030’
New Delhi: The government is 
aiming to trim india’s elevated 
logistics costs by as much as 
five percentage points by 2030 
from the current 13-14 per 
cent of gross domestic product 
(GDP) to 8-9 per cent of the 
GDP, according to Department 
for Promotion of industry and 
internal Trade (DPiiT) Secretary 
Anurag Jain. he said that the 
National logistics Policy (NlP) 
which was unveiled by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi recently 
aims to achieve quick last-mile 
delivery.

top of the day
political equation 

Amarinder Singh joins BJP, merges 
Punjab Lok Congress with the party 

Former Punjab Chief Min-
ister Capt Amarinder Singh 
formally joined the BJP on 
Monday at the party head-
quarters here in presence of 
union ministers Narendra 

Singh Tomar and Kiren Rijiju. 
Amarinder Singh also 

merged his party Punjab 
Lok Congress (PLC) with 
BJP. Earlier in the day, Ama-
rinder Singh met BJP chief JP 
Nadda in Delhi. 

Talking to reporters at the 
BJP headquarters, Amarind-

er Singh said he was grateful 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Home Minister Amit 
Shah and the BJP president 
JP Nadda. 

Law Minister Kiren Rijiju 
hailed Amarinder Singh join-
ing the party and said right-
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addressing concern 

china a ‘close friend’, but india is 
‘brother’ and ‘sister’: sri lanka envoy

Sri Lanka High Commis-
sioner to India Milinda Mora-
goda on Monday referred to 
remarks of Mahinda Raj-
apaksa about the island na-

tion’s relations with India and 
said that the former President 
of the country used to say 
that “China is a close friend 
but India is our brother and 
sister”. Moragoda described 
the relationship between the 
two countries as “special” and 

said India’s security interests 
are “our own security inter-
ests”. 
“Rajapaksa used to always 
say China is a very, very close 
friend but India is our brother 
and sister.... Within a fam
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end of an era 

queen elizabeth ii laid to rest 
at windsor castle

Queen Elizabeth II’s coffin 
was on Monday lowered 
into the Royal Vault at St 
George’s Chapel in Windsor 
Castle - her final resting place, 
bringing to the end of era for 
Britain’s longest-reigning 

monarch.
The coffin of Queen Eliza-

beth II was lowered into Roy-
al Vault at Windsor Castle 
in London on Monday after 
the committal service. King 
Charles III and Camilla, the 
Queen Consort, filed out of 
the chapel after the commit-
tal service, CNN reported. 

They stopped to thank the 
Dean and others involved 
in the service, before being 
driven away, it added. 

World leaders from Ameri-
can President Joe Biden to 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron joined members of 
the public in observing a 
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non-gandhi president 

Ashok Gehlot vs Shashi 
Tharoor likely for 
Congress President 

In the much-talked-about 
Congress presidential elec-
tions, to be held on 17 Oc-
tober, it is expected to be a 

contest between two party 
veterans: Ashok Gehlot vs 
Shashi Tharoor. With this, 
Congress is likely to have 
a non-Gandhi president 
for the first time in over 20 
years. 

It was earlier reported, 
Ashok Gehlot who is a 
staunch Gandhi family loy-
alist will run for the post of 
party president. With Thar-
oor’s entry, it is now Gehlot 
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A day after the objec-
tionable leaked vid-
eos of girl students 

of Chandigarh University in 
Mohali went viral, a student 
received call from an interna-
tional number threatening to 
make her ‘videos public’. Fol-
lowing this, the students in-
tensified their protests inside 
the campus for some time. 

Meanwhile, Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann 
constituted a three-member 
all-women Special Investiga-
tion Team of police officials 
to probe the case in which  

a Chandigarh University 
student allegedly made ob-
jectionable videos of her 
hostel mates, police said on 
Monday. 

The SIT team will be under 
the supervision of senior IPS 
officer Gurpreet Kaur Deo.

“SIT will go to the bottom 
of the conspiracy. No person 
is to be spared if found in-
volved. One student and two 
others were arrested. Thanks 
to DGP Himachal Pradesh 
for excellent co-operation. 
Electronic devices were 
seized and sent for foren-
sic examination,” said DGP 
Punjab, Gaurav Yadav. 

He further appealed to ev-

eryone to maintain peace and 
said, “Don’t fall to unverified 
rumours. Let’s work together 
for peace in society. Appeal to 
everyone to maintain peace 
and harmony.

The Chandigarh Univer-
sity campus on Monday re-
mained peaceful although it 
witnessed another round of 
agitation following a threat 
call received by a student. 
Students said the caller made 
the calls from an internation-
al number +1(204) 819-9002 
and used abusive language 
threatening that the caller is 
in possession of videos which 
would be made public soon. 

As the panic grips the cam-

pus, students were seen leav-
ing the campus for home or 
some other places which they 
find safer. Many students, 
however, continued to hold 
protests. 

The university authority 
has suspended 2 wardens. 
The university will also re-
main close till 24 September. 

Meanwhile, Mohali police 
produced the accused stu-
dent and her two friends 
Rankaj Verma and Sunny 
Mehra in Kharar court. All 
three have been sent to 7-day 
police remand by the court.  

Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (DIG) GS 
Bhullar spoke to the pro-

testing students late on 
Sunday night and tried to 
pacify them by saying “im-
plicit faith is necessary” 
and “law is being followed”. 
“We will keep coming to 
you, implicit faith is neces-
sary,” said DIG GS Bhullar. 
DIG Bhullar also said that 
there was a communica-
tion gap earlier, which the 
police are trying to bridge. 
“The issue has been of com-
munication gap. We have 
been clarifying again and 
again. We are assuring stu-
dents that law is being fol-
lowed and all legal proce-
dures are being undertaken,” 
DIG Bhullar said.

girl student receives threat 
call, govt orders all-women sit 
probe in viral video case  

chandigarh university follow up

All 3 accused has been sent to 7-day police remand by the court. 
TaruNi GaNDhi
ChANDiGARh

tightening norms 

EC proposes capping 
of cash donations to 
political parties

Chief Election Commission-
er (CEC) Rajiv Kumar wrote 
a letter to the law ministry 
proposing to cap cash dona-
tions to political parties on 
Monday. 

In his letter written to 
Union law Minister Kiren 
Rijiju, CEC has proposed to 
cap cash donation at 20 per-
cent or at Rs 20 crore which-
ever is lower, sources told 
ANI. The sources on Mon-
day said that the Election 
Commission has proposed 
bringing down anonymous 
political donations from 

Rs 20,000 to Rs 2,000 to 
cleanse election funding of 
black money. 

In the letter, CEC has rec-
ommended a slew of amend-
ments to the Representation 
of the People (RP) Act. 

According to the proposal, 
political parties are not re-
quired to report the cash re-
ceived below Rs 2,000. 

As per rules in force cur-
rently, political parties have 
to disclose all donations 
above Rs 20,000 through 
their contribution report 
that is submitted to the EC. 
The move comes in the back-
drop of the poll panel 
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political game 

Surprise: Mamata says 
PM Modi not behind 
‘misuse’ of CBI, ED 

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Mon-
day made a surprising state-
ment saying that she does 
not believe Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is ‘misusing’ 
central investigative agen-
cies to harass or intimidate 
rivals. She said there were 
some within the BJP who 
were doing so to further 
their own interests. 

Mamata made the com-
ments while speaking on 
a resolution by the Bengal 
government against the ‘ex-
cesses’ of central agencies. 

She urged the prime minis-

ter to ensure that the agenda 
of the central government 
and those of his party does 
not get mixed. “This won’t 
be good for the country.” 
“The present union gov-
ernment is behaving in a 
dictatorial way. This resolu-
tion is not against anyone in 
particular, but against the 
biased functioning of the 
central agencies,” Banerjee 
told a news agency.

This is a clear departure 
from Mamata’s frequent 
outbursts against the prime 
minister. Political observers 
say the softening of stand is 
clearly aimed at pacifying 
the prime minister as her 
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countering china

during u.s. visit, Jaishankar to 
raise china blocking moves to 
blacklist terrorists 

During a host of bilateral 
and plurilateral engage-
ments in the US from 18-28 
September, External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar 
will be focussing on vari-
ous key strategic, economic 
and other issues. Obviously, 
Indo-Pacific and terrorism 
will also figure during dis-
cussions. But China’s moves 
to block proposals at the UN 
for blacklisting of terrorists 

will also be high on EAM’s 
agenda during his US visit, 
sources told The Daily Guard-
ian. “Jaishankar will bring 
China’s behaviour up during 
the discussions with various 
significant world leaders in-
cluding US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken,” sources 
said.

India is extremely annoyed 
at China defending its move 
to block a joint India-US 
effort to place a Pakistan-
based Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) 
terrorist on the UN Security 

Council’s 1267 committee 
sanctions list. According 
to sources, New Delhi has 
conveyed its displeasure 
through diplomatic chan-
nels to Beijing over its 
statement through which it 
defended its controversial 
move.”
“The committee has clear 
guidelines on the designa-
tion of terrorist organisa-
tions and individuals and 
related procedures,” Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Mao 
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New Delhi is annoyed at Beijing defending its move to block 
India-US latest proposal at UN to get a Lashkar terrorist 
designated as a global terrorist. The Chinese government 
was apprised of India’s displeasure over the same.  

16
exciting battle 
on cards as india 
take on australia 
in series opener 
in mohali

10
ukraine war side 
effects: china 
makes subtle 
shift in relations 
with russia

3
temple with 
idol depicting 
cm yogi as lord 
ram built in 
bharatkund

TuESdAy | 20 SEpTEmBER 2022 | Vol.1 issue 107 | New delhi | rs. 5.00



Political equation 

amarinder Singh joinS 
BjP, mergeS PunjaB lok 
congreSS with the Party 

think-
ing people of the 
country should 
be united. “A sen-

sitive state like Punjab should 
be handled carefully. During 
his tenure as CM, he never 
kept politics before national 
security,” Rijiju said. 

Amarinder made the an-
nouncement of joining the 
BJP after he met Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
on September 12 in Delhi. 

Amarinder Singh served 
Congress for long years and 
resigned as Chief Minister in 
September last year ahead of 
assembly polls. 

He later also resigned from 
the Congress and formed 
Punjab Lok Congress which 
tied up with BJP and SAD 
(Sanyukt) for the assembly 
polls held early this year. 

Amarinder Singh’s joining 
the BJP is a big shot in the 
arm for the party in the bor-
der state. The BJP now has a 
credible Sikh face in Punjab 

who has been active in state 
politics for several decades. 

Former deputy chief 
speaker Ajaib Singh Bhatti, 
former MLA former Mehal 
Kalan MLA Harchand Kaur, 
former Garshankar MLA 
Love Kumar Goldy, former 
Ludhiana MP Amrik Singh 
Ahliwal and former MLA 
Harjinder Singh Thekedar 
and former Mansa MLA 
Prem Mittal also joined the 
BJP along with the Captain. 

Bhatti was an MLA twice - 
first time from Bhucho and 
the second time from Malout 
constituencies. Goldy, Thek-
edar and Mittal were already 
in the PLC, whereas the Con-
gress had expelled Bhatti and 
Harchand Kaur for anti-par-
ty activities.

The Captain’s son Raninder 
Singh and his daughter Jai 
Inder Kaur also joined the 
BJP, while his wife Praneet 
Kaur, who is a Congress MP 
from Patiala, was not present 
at the media briefing.

money laundering caSe 

Bollywood actor Jacqueline 
Fernandez on Monday re-
vealed that she received ex-
pensive bags, jewellery and 
other gift items that she jot-
ted down on a list which she 
submitted to the Economic 
Offences Wing (EOW) of the 
Delhi Police. 

According to the informa-

tion, actor Jacqueline Fer-
nandez was questioned by 
the EOW of the Delhi Police 
for several hours in con-
nection with Rs 200 crore 
money laundering case 
involving conman Sukesh 
Chandrashekhar. Interroga-
tion with Fernandez majorly 
involved questions related 
to gifts accepted by Jacque-
line. Police also questioned 
the actor regarding the char-

tered flight ride booked by 
conman Sukesh for her. 

As per the sources, Jac-
queline accepted that she 
has earlier counted on him 
for chartered flight rides not 
once but multiple times.

Further, Jacqueline has 
been asked to be present 
whenever the investigation 
teams need her for ques-
tioning, however, there is no 
immediate summon for her. 

Meanwhile, fashion de-
s i g n e r,  L e p a ksh i  h a s 
b e e n  s u m m o n e d  o n 
S e p t e m b e r  2 1 ,  2 02 2 . 
Earlier on September 14, 
Jacqueline Fernandez ap-
peared before the EOW of 
Delhi Police in connection 
with the Rs 200 crore mon-
ey laundering case involv-
ing conman Sukesh Chan-
drashekhar. 

On September 15, Nora 

Fatehi and Pinky Irani were 
questioned by the EOW for 
more than four hours in 
connection with the Rs 200 
crore money laundering 
case involving jailed con-
man Sukesh Chandrashek-
har. 

Apparently, Pinky Irani 
introduced Jacqueline Fer-
nandez and Nora Fatehi 
to conman Sukesh Chan-
drashekhar. 

Jacqueline submits list of gift 
items received from conman 
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end of an era

queen elizaBeth ii laid to 
reSt at windSor caStle

two-
minute silence in 
memory of Queen 
Elizabeth II as the 

funeral service ended here 
with the recitation of “God 
Save the King”, the reworded 
national anthem on Monday. 

The coffin of the longest-
serving monarch of the 
United Kingdom was car-
ried at Westminster Abbey 
in London today with the 
Royal family members and 
top world leaders in atten-
dance. 

Queen Elizabeth II died on 
September 8 at Balmoral Cas-
tle in Scotland. It is the first 
state funeral in the UK since 
Winston Churchill’s in 1965. 
Queen’s wreath contains 
foliage of rosemary, English 
oak and myrtle and flowers, 
in shades of gold, pink and 
deep burgundy, with touches 
of white, cut from the gar-
dens of Royal residences. 
“At The King’s request, the 
wreath contains foliage of 

Rosemary, English Oak and 
Myrtle (cut from a plant 
grown from Myrtle in The 
Queen’s wedding bouquet) 
and flowers, in shades of 
gold, pink and deep bur-
gundy, with touches of 
white, cut from the gar-
dens of Royal Residences,” 
the Royal Family tweeted. 
The coffin of the Queen was 
borne in a procession to 
Westminster Abbey on the 
State Gun Carriage. 
“As for her father King 
George VI, grandfather King 
George V, great-grandfather 
King Edward VII and great-
great-grandmother Queen 
Victoria, Her Majesty The 
Queen’s coffin was borne 
in a Procession to Westmin-
ster Abbey on the State Gun 
Carriage,” the Royal Family 
tweeted. 

Numerous guests ranging 
from political heads of coun-
tries to distinct royal fam-
ily members and dignitaries 
from across the world landed 

in the UK for the funeral of 
Queen Elizabeth II. 

A state funeral means that 
the UK government has of-
ficially declared the day of 
the funeral as a bank holiday. 
President Murmu arrived 
in London to attend Queen 
Elizabeth II’s state funeral 
on September 17 and offered 
condolences on behalf of the 
government of India. 

Moreover, senior citizens 
and children are among 
those camping along the 
funeral routes, for over 48 
hours in some cases, to bid 
a final goodbye to Queen 
Elizabeth II today. 

The sermon is delivered by 
Canterbury’s archbishop, the 
Most Reverend Justin Welby. 
The Queen was born on 
April 21, 1926, at 17 Bruton 
Street in Mayfair, London. 
She was the first child of 
The Duke and Duchess of 
York - who later became 
King George VI - and Queen 
Elizabeth. 

tightening normS 

ec ProPoSeS caPPing 
of caSh donationS to 
Political PartieS

recently delisting 284 defaulting and 
non-compliant registered unrecognised political 
parties (RUPPs), declaring more than 253 of them 
inactive. 

Earlier this month the income tax department conducted 
raids in multiple states as part of a pan-India tax evasion 
probe against certain registered unrecognised political par-
ties (RUPP) and their alleged dubious financial transactions. 

The activities have been taken by the department on a re-
cent recommendation of the Election Commission which re-
cently struck off at least 198 entities from its list of RUPP after 
they were found non-existent during physical verification. 

The poll panel had announced that it was taking action 
against more than 2,100 entities, categorised as RUPP by it, 
for flouting rules and election laws, including those related 
to the filing of monetary contributions, failing to update their 
address and names of office bearers. 

countering china

during u.S. viSit, 
jaiShankar to raiSe 
china Blocking 
moveS to BlackliSt 
terroriStS 

Ning said 
in Beijing 

on Monday. He 
also added that, 

“China always 
takes part in the work of the 
committee in a constructive 
and responsible manner in 
strict accordance with its 
rules and procedures.” 

India is displeased with 
these remarks by the Chi-
nese official that amount to 
defending Beijing’s move 
to block the proposal at the 
UN, sources said. Jaishankar, 
who is visiting the US to host 
a series of meetings includ-
ing Quad and BRICS interac-
tions, will take this issue up 
with the top world leaders. 

“This is the third such block 
from China in three months 
which is enough for the 
global community to take a 
strong note of Beijing’s be-
haviour,” say officials.
“What China is doing 
should not only be seen in 
the perspective of just one 
or two Pakistan based ter-
rorists. It should be seen in 
a wider perspective as such 
a move by any country en-
courages and emboldens 
terror organisations that 
pose a threat to entire in-
ternational community and 
weaken the overall fight and 
campaign against terrorism,” 
say sources. Diplomats told 
TDG, “Jaishankar will dis-
cuss China’s move to block 
blacklisting of terrorists in 
the larger global perspective 
and not only in the regional 

perspective.”    
Recently taking a veiled 

dig at China, Jaishankar has 
already given an indication 
about how he is going to 
pursue this issue during his 
US visit. At a presser few 
days ago, EAM said that the 
UNSC listing of terrorists is 
done as they are a threat to 
the entire international com-
munity but some countries 
block these listings at peril 
to their own interests and 
their own reputation. He 
was replying to a question 
on UNSC proposals being 
blocked by China to desig-
nate Pakistan-based terror-
ists.  “EAM dropped ample 
hints that he is going to high-
light China’s moves to block 
proposals on terrorists in a 
larger global perspective,” 
sources said. Indian officials 
have seen China’s moves to 
prevent the sanctioning of 
terrorists based in Pakistan, 
its “all-weather” ally, as a 
double-standard on its pro-
fessed commitment to tackle 
terrorism. The US visit will 
provide Jaishankar a much-
needed opportunity to shift 
world focus to China’s ‘dou-
ble-standard’ on countering 
terrorism.

MEA has said that Jaishan-
kar’s visit to the US would 
enable a high-level review 
of the multifaceted bilateral 
agenda and strengthen co-
operation on regional and 
global issues to further con-
solidate the India-US strate-
gic partnership.

addreSSing concern 

China a ‘close friend’, but India is ‘brother’ and 
‘sister’: Sri Lanka envoy

i ly  yo u 
can have 

quarrels but final-
ly it is your family,” 
he said during an 

interaction at the Indian 
Women’s Press Corps. 
“From Ramayan to Bud-
dhism today, Sri Lanka and 
India have a long histori-
cal relationship. Sita and 
Sanghamitta have formed 
a bridge between the two 
countries. Our relationship 
is very special. There will 
be ups and downs. The rela-
tionship is definitely asym-
metrical but special,” he 

added. 
Acknowledging India’s ef-

forts to help Sri Lanka cope 
with its worst economic cri-
sis, the High Commissioner 
post the briefing said that he 
is grateful for India’s support. 
“India provided us help and 
assistance when nobody has 
stepped up over the whole of 
this year. India has not only 
helped us with funding but 
also have spoken with the 
IMF and other development 
partners as well as encourag-
ing them to support us,” the 
High Commissioner said. 

Since the beginning of the 

year, India has extended 
aid worth USD 3.8 billion, 
including lines of credit, a 
currency swap and defer-
ring of loan repayments to 
Sri Lanka, which faced its 
worst economic crisis amid 
political instability. 

On docking of the Chinese 
research ship at Sri Lanka’s 
Hambantota Port last month, 
the High Commissioner said 
that the decision to allow the 
docking of the Chinese ship 

‘Yuan Wang 5’ was taken at 
the level of “officials” at a 
chaotic time when former 
president Gotabaya Rajapak-

sa was leaving the country. 
He cited Singapore for-

eign minister Vivian Bal-
akrishnan’s remarks about 
smaller countries having to 
rethink policies in response 
to a “dangerous phase” in 
geopolitical tensions. 
“There was no intention 
of (undermining). India’s 
security interests are our 
own security interests. The 
President made this clear 
recently that understand-
ing is that. It’s a question of 
how we implement it... this 
is a process”, said the High 
Commissioner. 

“I think the lesson we have 
learnt is that we need to 
have very close cooperation 
and coordination with India 
and we also need to have a 
framework of cooperation 
and we are discussing that,” 
he added. 

Last month, the Chinese 
Ambassador to Sri Lanka, 
in a thinly veiled reference to 
India, alleged “thorough in-
terference” into Sri Lanka’s 
sovereignty and invoked 
what he called the history of 
aggression by “the northern 
neighbour” to which New 
Delhi hit back sharply.

nitiSh to 
conteSt lS 
PollS?
JD(U) sources indicate 
that Bihar Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar 
may contest the Lok 
Sabha elections to 
project himself as a 
serious contender for 
the joint opposition 
candidate against 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. It is 
also being speculated 
that Nitish may run 
from Uttar Pradesh. 
JD(U) is looking for 
a seat near to PM 
Modi’s Varanasi Lok 
Sabha constituency. 
They have zeroed in 
on either Phulpur, the 
erstwhile constituency 
of Jawaharlal Nehru, 
or Ambedkar Nagar. 
TMC mouthpiece Jago 
Bangla has published 
a news item with a 
caption, “To prevent 
Modi’s juggernaut, 
Nitish will contest 
Lok Sabha.” Whether 
Mamata Banerjee has 
given up her hope of 
being in the reckoning 
for opposition face is 
yet to be seen.

real Shiv 
Sena? learn 
it from alia
The fight over who will 
carry the Shiv Sena’s 
legacy continues. 
But, if one goes by 
Bollywood’s gesture, 
Eknath Shinde’s fac-
tion of Shiv Sena has 
already got recogni-
tion. Because the Shiv 
Sena has a strong 
following in Mumbai, 
Bollywood always 
seeks cooperation 
when there is a prob-
lem. Amid the raging 
controversy over 
Brahmastra, when 
Alia Bhatt and Ranbir 
Kapoor recently went 
to pay respect to Lord 
Ganesha, they were 
abused by a section of 
right-wingers. Follow-
ing the incident, Alia 
went to meet Eknath 
Shinde, suggesting 
who she considers as 
the ‘real Shiv Sena’.

dna ProPoSal 
Following the demand 
from Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose’s 
daughter to have 
a DNA test of the 
ashes of her father, 
the Renkoji temple 
authorities renewed 
their proposal to take 
back those ashes. The 
development came 
at a time when there 
is strong disbelief in 
India regarding the 
Taihoku plane crash. 
At the same time, no 
further progress was 
made to unearth the 
mystery behind the 
death of the leader. 
The Renkoji temple 
authorities, on the 
other hand, finds it 
difficult to keep the 
ashes intact as the 
younger generation of 
the temple priests are 
no longer in the same 
profession.

on the radar

Gautam Lahiri

Political game

SurPriSe: 
mamata SayS 
Pm modi not 
Behind ‘miSuSe’ 
of cBi, ed 

close 
aides are 

surrounded by 
the central inves-
tigative agencies 

on several corruption cases. 
The Bengal assembly 

passed the resolution with 
189 MLAs voting in favour 
and 69 (most of whom were 
BJP lawmakers) standing 
opposed. 

She defended the resolu-
tion, saying it was not aimed 
at any person but against the 

‘biased functioning’ of central 
investigative agencies like 
the Enforcement Director-
ate or the Central Bureau of 
Investigation.

non-gandhi PreSident 

aShok gehlot vS ShaShi tharoor likely for 
congreSS PreSident 

v s  T h a r o o r. 
Tharoor, a prom-

inent member of the 
Congress’s G-23 lead-
ers, on Monday met the 

party chief Sonia Gandhi. Tharoor 
reportedly got the nod from Sonia 
to contest the election. “Anyone is 
free to contest the Congress presi-
dential poll,” Sonia told Tharoor 
adding, “it’s your call, elections will 
be held according to the electoral 
process.” 

While Gehlot is widely seen to be 
a Gandhi family nominee, Tharoor 
has been raising the issue of “trans-
parency and fairness” in the party 
functioning and poll process for a 
long time. He garners the support 
of several MPs as along with him, 
five other MPs had written a letter 
to Congress central election au-
thority chairman, Madhusudhan 
Mistry demanding that electoral 

roles should be made available 
to all. However, Mistry had re-
sponded by stating that it will not 
be made public, but anybody who 
is willing to contest can access the 
electoral role from his office from 
20 September.

Meanwhile, after Rajasthan and 
Chhattisgarh, the Tamil Nadu 
and Bihar units of the Congress 
on Monday passed resolutions 
that Rahul Gandhi should again 
become the president of the party. 
The resolution was passed in a 
TNCC General Council Meeting 
held earlier on Monday. 

Sources also said that even 
Gehlot is “trying to persuade Rahul 
Gandhi” to contest rather than his 
own nomination. The speculation 
gained traction after Gehlot met 
Sonia Gandhi at her residence in 
the national capital a few weeks ago, 
in which, according to the sources, 

the Congress interim president 
had asked him to be prepared for 
the poll to decided the party chief. 
“Gehlot says that rather than 
thinking of running for Congress 
President he is trying to persuade 
Rahul Gandhi to do so. He remains 
a loyal soldier of Sonia and Rahul 
Gandhi,” the sources said.

The notification for the Congress 
president’s election will be out on 
22 September. Nominations for 
the post of Congress president can 
be filed from 24 September to 30 
September. The last day of filing 
the nomination is 30 September 
and the last date of withdrawal 
of nominations is 8 October. 
Congress Working Committee 
had decided that the election for 
the Congress president post will 
be held on 17 October, sources said 
earlier. The counting of votes will 
be done on 19 October.

fake, faBricated, mughal-Style 
coronation: BjP 
NEW DELHI: Taking a potshot at Congress over its upcoming presi-
dential election, BJP leader Shehzad Poonawalla on Monday said 
that the entire process is a “Mughal-style coronation” and is “fake and 
fabricated”. This comes after various state units of the party including 
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Bihar and Tamil Nadu demanded that 
Rahul Gandhi, who was earlier the party president before the 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections and later stepped down, should reclaim his previous 
position (party chief) in the party. Sonia Gandhi has been the interim 
president of Congress since Rahul backed off. Poonawalla said, “Many 
of the Congress leaders have said that the party’s election is a sham. It 
is not free and fair, but fake and fabricated. It is a Mughal-style corona-
tion.” Alleging that there is “no internal democracy” in Congress, the 
BJP leader said that the party workers have “accepted” that there can 
be “no party president other than a Gandhi family member”. “It is now 
clear that there is no internal democracy in Congress, and neither is 
there any responsibility. A family is chosen over performance. The party 
is passing resolutions to make the one its president who has lost 40 out 
of 50 elections. It is an acceptance by the party that there can be no party 
president other than a Gandhi family member. What’s the need for the 
drama of elections, coronation should be done straight away,” he said.
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investigation

The Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) has 
attached properties 

worth Rs 48.22 crore, con-
sisting of 40 immovable 
properties valued at Rs 40.33 
crore and 35 bank accounts 
having a balance of Rs 7.89 
crore in the Teachers Recruit-
ment Scam in West Bengal, 
the agency said on Monday.

The attached properties 
include flats, a farmhouse, 

prime land in Kolkata city 
and a bank balance. The at-
tached properties are found 
to be “beneficially owned” by 
former West Bengal Educa-
tion Minister Partha Chat-
terjee and his close associate 
Arpita Mukherjee, who are 
in judicial custody for their 
alleged involvement in the 
multi-crore teacher recruit-
ment scam in the West Ben-
gal School Service Commis-
sion (WBSSC).

“The attached properties 
are found to be beneficially 

owned by Partha Chatter-
jee and Arpita Mukherjee,” 
said the ED in a statement, 
adding, “a number of the at-
tached properties were kept 
in the names of dummy com-
panies and firms and persons 
acting as proxies for Partha 
Chatterjee.”  The ED had 
earlier arrested Partha Chat-
terjee and his close associate 
Arpita Mukherjee on July 23 
after carrying out search op-
erations at various premises 
linked to the teacher recruit-
ment scam.

Partha Chatterjee had ear-
lier remained in the custody 
of the ED from July 23 to Au-
gust 5.

The ED had earlier seized 
cash amounting to a total of 
Rs 49.80 crore and gold and 
jewellery valued at more 
than Rs 5.08 crore from two 
premises during the searches 
conducted on July 22 and July 
27-28.

“With the present attach-
ment, the total attachment 
seizure in the case stands at 
Rs 103.10 crore.”

TDG NETWORK 
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ED attaches immovable properties, 
bank accounts worth crores in 
Bengal Teachers Recruitment Scam
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The surging dengue cases in 
Delhi demand public coop-
eration as several mosquito 
breeding spaces have been 
identified in houses. In the 
last week, over 100 people 
have been diagnosed with 
dengue. Till September 17, 
about 159 cases had been 
reported in Delhi, indicat-
ing a massive spike in the 
number of dengue cases. 
Presently, the national capi-
tal has reported nearly 400 
cases. According to an MCD 
officer, cases may increase 
due to a lack of public coop-
eration and sensitisation.

While speaking to TDG, 
an MCD officer said, “There 
are several mosquito breed-
ing areas in Delhi, including 

houses, which lead to rising 
dengue cases. It is not pos-
sible to check all the houses 
and offices. We need strong 
public cooperation to fight 
dengue, and also, the adult 
mosquitoes need to be elim-
inated quickly.” According 
to the Lok Sabha, dated Au-
gust 5, 2022, the cases have 
been increasing tremen-
dously; in 2020, Delhi re-
ported 1269 cases, whereas 
in 2021, 13089 cases were 
reported. To keep an eye 
on dengue cases, MCD 
also launched a WhatsApp 
helpline where one can 
send dengue-related com-
plaints. Earlier, SDMC un-
dertook a significant effort 
to identify and eliminate 
larvae breeding in exposed 
areas such as construction 
sites, drains, water bod-

ies, water installations, and 
open spaces. Strict actions 
have also been taken against 
DMRC, DJB, and DDA after 
spotting mosquito larvae on 
their premises.

Domestic Breeding Check-
ing (DBC) staff inspected 
over 27 lakh households at 
the start of this year. Dur-
ing the inspection, around 
8,000 homes were discov-
ered to have breeding mos-
quitoes. More than 2 lakh 
homes have been sprayed 
with anti-larvicide, and 
DBC staff have informed 
the public about mosquito 
breeding.

As of now, no deaths have 
been reported. Most of the 
dengue cases are reported 
between July and Novem-
ber, and that may extend 
until mid-December. 

in delhi 

Need for public cooperation 
to fight dengue, says MCD
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murder of sisters

schedule castes panel assures strict 
action in lakhimpur kheri case

A National Commission for 
Scheduled Castes (NCSC) 
member on Monday visited 
Lakhimpur Kheri in Uttar 
Pradesh, where two teen-
age Dalit sisters were alleg-
edly raped and murdered, 
and their bodies were found 
hanging from a tree. 

Anju Bala, a member of 
the NCSC, said she had met 
the family members of the 
deceased and assured the 
family of all possibilities of 
government help and aid.

“The accused have com-
mitted a very heinous crime. 

Such people should be given 
capital punishment,” said 
Bala.

Taking stock of the situa-
tion, the NCSC member said 
that the accused would be 
strictly dealt with. Bala later 
left for the district headquar-
ters, where she would meet 
with the District Magistrate, 
police officials, and other 
administrative officials to 
review the situation.

The deceased sisters were 
found hanging from a tree in 
the region on September 15.  
The Uttar Pradesh police ar-
rested six people in connec-
tion with the incident.

The NCSC on Thursday 

took suo motu cognisance of 
media reports on the deaths 
of the sisters and issued a no-
tice to authorities seeking an 
Action Taken Report (ATR).

Prashant Kumar, Ad-
ditional Director General 
(ADG) Law and Order, 
said: “Junaid, Suhail and 
Hafeezur Rehman were 
reportedly arrested during 
an encounter with the local 
Nighasan police and SWAT 
team in the Nighasan police 
station area on Thursday 
morning. Following their 
interrogation, the other ac-
cused, Karimuddin and 
Chhotu Gautam, were also 
arrested.”

TDG NETWORK 
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undertaking

Over Rs 3 lakh cr of public 
procurement on e-Marketplace

Over Rs 3 lakh crore worth of public 
procurement has been done on the gov-
ernment e-Marketplace (GeM) so far, the 
Ministry of Commerce & Industry said 
on Monday. 

The Government e-Marketplace (GeM), 
the National Public Procurement Portal 
of the country, is an end-to-end online 
marketplace for the procurement of 
goods and services. It was launched on 
August 9, 2016, as part of the vision of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to rede-
fine public procurement. Government 
buyers and public sector undertakings 
have been able to bring about radical 
changes in the way procurement is 
done by government buyers. The GeM 
is contactless, paperless, and cashless 
and stands on three pillars: efficiency, 
transparency, and inclusivity, the min-
istry said in a statement.

The GeM Seller Samvad was held 

in Mumbai on Monday. A number of 
government e-Marketplace vendors 
shared their experiences in GeM Seller 
Samvad. This gave an opportunity to the 
GeM sellers to learn about the new GeM 
features and functionalities that further 
made it conducive for them to operate 
on the portal.

Nikhil Patil, GeM’s Business Facilita-
tor for Maharashtra, Daman, and Diu, 
informed us that the GeM portal is not 
only limited to central government of-
fices. It provides a one-stop online pro-
curement portal for all government buy-
ers, including Central/State Ministries, 
Departments, and Bodies & PSUs. All 
states (except Sikkim) have entered into 
an MoU with GeM, thereby facilitating 
businesses from all around the country 
to do business with government depart-
ments located all over India, even in re-
mote corners. Maharashtra state entered 
into an agreement with GeM in March 
2018, according to Nikhil Patil.

In his presentation, Patil highlighted 

the advantages for SMEs of doing busi-
ness on the GeM portal. MSEs, especially 
sole proprietors on GeM, can now get 
a loan at the point of acceptance of an 
order on the GeM platform. Approxi-
mately 2,000 minor and 460+ major 
functionalities have been introduced on 
GeM in the last 24 months to increase 
the ease of doing business. The Seller 
Samvad was also attended by Nishant 
Deengawal, Director-States and Union 
Territories (GeM) and Nodal Officer of 
GeM in Maharashtra. Deputy Director 
of Press Information Bureau, Mumbai 
Regional Office, Dheep Joy Mampilly, 
was also present on the occasion.

It is noteworthy that GeM has sur-
passed the milestone of Rs 1 lakh crore 
of procurement value in a single fiscal 
year in FY 21-22. Since its inception, GeM 
has facilitated over 1 crore transactions 
valued at over Rs 3.02 lakh crore. This 
has only been possible with the support 
of all stakeholders, including buyers and 
sellers across the country.

TDG NETWORK 
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deeper connection

indian army decides to shift annual 
army day parade out of delhi

In line with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s vision to 
move significant events and 
festivities out of the national 
capital, the Indian Army 
has decided to shift its an-
nual Army Day parade out 
of Delhi and will hold it next 
year in the Southern Com-
mand area. 

The Indian Army has de-
cided to shift the annual 
Army Day Parade held on 

January 15 in Delhi outside 
the national capital. “The 
Army Day parade of 2023 
will be held in the South-
ern Command area,” In-
dian Army officials told the 
press. 

The Indian Air Force 
(IAD) has also recently 
moved its annual fly-past 
and parade from the Hin-
don Air Base near Delhi to 
Chandigarh this year. 

Army officials said the pa-
rade would now be held at 
different locations on a ro-

tational basis, and the venue 
would be changed every 
year. 

In the last eight years, the 
Prime Minister has started 
hosting foreign dignitar-
ies in different cities like 
Ahmedabad and Chennai. 
Many events, like the mili-
tary exhibition Defexpo, are 
being held in other states. 

The aim is to foster a deep-
er connection with the peo-
ple across the country and 
bring governance closer to 
the masses.

TDG NETWORK 
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framing guidelines

sc refers to 5-judge bench on mitigating 
circumstances in death penalty

The Supreme Court has re-
ferred to a larger bench of 
five judges the issue related 
to the framing of guidelines 
on potential “mitigating 
circumstances” that should 
be taken into account while 
dealing with cases where the 
death penalty is under con-
sideration.

A bench of Chief Justice 
of India UU Lalit and Jus-
tices S Ravindra Bhat and 
Sudhanshu Dhulia issued 
an order in this regard. The 
court observed that there 
was a difference of opinion 
and approach amongst vari-
ous judgments on whether, 
after recording a conviction 
for a capital offence, under 
law, the court is obligated to 
conduct a separate hearing 
on the issue of sentence.

The court noted in the or-

der that there exists a clear 
conflict of opinions between 
two sets of three-judge 
bench decisions on the sub-
ject.

“As noticed before, this 
court in Bachan Singh had 
taken into consideration the 
fairness afforded to a con-
vict by a separate hearing, 
as an important safeguard 
to uphold the imposition of 
a death sentence in the rar-
est of rare cases, by relying 
upon the recommendations 
of the 48th Law Commis-
sion Report,” the court said.

The court also noted that 
in all cases where the impo-
sition of capital punishment 
is a choice of the sentence, 
aggravating circumstances 
would always be on the re-
cord and would be part of 
the prosecution’s evidence 
leading to a conviction. In 
contrast, the accused can 
scarcely be expected to place 

mitigating circumstances on 
the record, for the reason 
that the stage for doing so is 
after conviction.

“This places the convict at 
a hopeless disadvantage, tilt-
ing the scales heavily against 
him,” the court said.

“This court is of the opin-
ion that it is necessary to 
have clarity in the matter to 
ensure a uniform approach 
on the question of granting a 
real and meaningful oppor-
tunity, as opposed to a for-
mal hearing, to the accused 
or convict, on the issue of the 
sentence,” the court said.

The court was hearing a 
matter initiated by itself to 
consider the larger issue of 
considering the process to 
be followed by the courts 
in the country while decid-
ing the award of the death 
sentence. The court used 
the suo moto on the issue to 
frame guidelines.

TARUNI GANDHI 
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counter attack

punjab government to convene special 
session of punjab vidhan sabha on thursday

Speculating on Operation Lotus of the 
BJP, Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann 
has decided to convene a special ses-
sion of the state assembly on Thursday, 
to seek the confidence of the people of 
the state.

“The people of the state had given a 
thumping majority to our government, 
but some forces inimical to democratic 
values are trying to lure our MLAs with 
money. As a result, we have decided to 
seek the people’s confidence in this spe-
cial session,” said the Chief Minister.

The Chief Minister unequivocally 
said that MLAs of AAP are non-pur-

chasable as they are committed to the 
ideology of the party. He said that ne-
farious attempts to destabilize the gov-
ernment had failed in Punjab too, as the 
party MLAs were loyal to the people 
of the state. According to Bhagwant 
Mann, this special session will clear the 
air about the conspiracy to destabilize 
democratically elected governments in 
Punjab.

The Chief Minister said that the 
fraudulent practice of horse trading 
has crashed in Punjab as the MLAs 
have foiled the nefarious attempts to 
destabilize their government. Bhag-
want Mann said that all the parties 
had tried to lure the voters with money 

during the state assembly polls, but the 
people stood with AAP and elected 
these MLAs. He said that now these 
MLAs will repose their confidence in 
the progress of Punjab and the pros-
perity of its people. 

The Chief Minister said that these 
MLAs are loyal to party, people and 
state adding that they will never sell 
their conscience for a few pennies. He 
asked the anti-Punjab forces to stop 
daydreaming about toppling the elect-
ed government in Punjab, as Punjabis 
would never forgive them for this sin. 
Bhagwant Mann stated that all AAP 
MLAs will work hard to restore the 
state’s pristine glory.

17 ias officers 
transferred in 
uttar pradesh
LuCkNOW: In another 
major administrative 
rejig, the uttar pradesh 
government led by Yogi 
adityanath on Sunday 
reshuffled 17 Indian 
administrative Service 
(IaS) officers.according 
to the official order, new 
district magistrates were 
appointed in gorakhpur, 
ghaziabad, mathura, Va-
ranasi, aligarh, Fatehpur, 
Chitrakoot, prayagraj, 
Sultanpur, amethi, and 
Lucknow. as per the new 
order, the municipal Com-
missioner of ghaziabad, 
mahendra Singh Tanwar, 
is now the Vice president 
of the gorakhpur Devel-
opment authority. 

prasar bharati 
adopts  
multi-pronged 
strategy 
NEW DELHI: For stream-
lining and strengthening 
internal financial control 
mechanism and effective 
financial risk manage-
ment, an Internal audit 
Wing has been created in 
prasar Bharati on mon-
day. It has been created 
with the approval of the 
prasar Bharati Board in 
its 169th meeting. It has 
adopted a multi-pronged 
strategy to strengthen the 
institutional mechanism 
governing the internal 
audit practises in the 
government of India and a 
road map for moderniza-
tion.

multiple 
projects for 
development 
for bogibeel
NEW DELHI: Sarbananda 
Sonowal, union minis-
ter of ports, Shipping 
& Waterways (mopSW) 
and ayush, on mon-
day launched multiple 
projects for the develop-
ment of the Bogibeel 
region near Dibrugarh in 
assam. In this regard, the 
foundation stones were 
laid by the union minister 
for the construction of 
two floating jetties at 
Bogibeel and guijan. Shri 
Sonowal also inaugurated 
the Bogibeel riverfront 
passenger Jetty. In a 
statement, the ministry 
of port, Shipping and 
Waterways said, “The two 
floating jetties at Bogibeel 
in Dibrugarh district and 
guijan in Tinsukia district 
will be constructed as 
state-of-the-art terminals 
using the most advanced 
and updated technology. ”

gceaf an 
opportunity 
to present pm 
modi’s vision: 
jitendra singh
NEW DELHI: The global 
Clean Energy action 
Forum meeting offers 
India an opportunity to 
present prime minister 
Narendra modi’s vision 
before the world, said 
union minister, Dr Jiten-
dra Singh. Before leaving 
on a 5-day visit to the uSa 
as the head of a high-level 
Joint ministerial official 
delegation, Dr Jitendra 
Singh told the media, 
since the forum will bring 
together all the stake-
holders, including at least 
30 ministers from differ-
ent countries, hundreds 
of CEOs and business 
leaders, scientists and 
academicians.

top of the day

incarnation

Temple with idol depicting CM Yogi 
as Lord Ram built in Bharatkund
TDG NETWORK 
aYODHYa

A temple with an idol of Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath depicting 
him as an incarnation of 
Lord Ram has been built 
in Ayodhya’s Bharatkund. 
The temple has been named 
Shri Yogi Mandir, where 
prayers are offered twice a 
day. An Aarti has been com-
posed for the Chief Minister, 
which is recited every day.

The Aarti was written by 
the man who built the temple. 
CM Yogi has been presented 
as Lord Ram in the temple 
with a bow in his hand and 
arrows on his shoulder.

Speaking to the press, Prab-
hakar Maura, who built the 
temple, said that he had 
pledged to build a temple 
for the person who made the 
Ram temple a reality.

“I am happy with the way 
CM Yogi has been working. 
I have made a resolution 
that I will make a temple in 
the name of the person who 
builds the Ram Mandir in 
Ayodhya. I have fulfilled my 
resolution today by build-

ing Shri Yogi Mandir. I have 
composed a new aarti for the 
Chief Minister,” he said.

The development comes at 
a time when the construction 
of Ram Mandir is underway 
in full swing. The temple has 
been constructed at nearly 

a distance of 15 km from 
Ayodhya, near Bharatkund 
on the Ayodhya-Gorakhpur 
highway.

Yogi Adityanath has been 
vocal about the construction 
of Ram Mandir in Ayodhya. 
He laid the foundation stone 
of the ‘garbha griha’ of the 
under-construction Ram 
Mandir in Ayodhya.

On August 5, 2020, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
laid the foundation stone 
for the construction of the 
Ram temple, and since then 
the construction work of the 
temple is going on.

The Supreme Court’s five-
judge Constitution bench, 
led by Chief Justice of India 
Ranjan Gogoi (now retired), 
unanimously ruled on No-
vember 9, 2019, that the land 
in Ayodhya where the Babri 
Masjid once stood belongs to 
Ram Lalla. 

Priest worshiping the idol depicting CM Yogi.
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money laundering case

The Rouse Avenue Court 
on Monday stayed the 
trial court proceed-

ings and bail hearing in con-
nection with Delhi Minister 
Satyendar Jain and others in 
a money laundering case.

The District Judge on Mon-
day also issued notice to all 
accused, including Satyen-
dar Jain, on a plea moved by 
the Enforcement Directorate 

(ED) seeking the transfer of 
the case to another judge. The 
court has fixed the matter for 
September 30, 2022, for a de-
tailed hearing. On Saturday, 
the ED moved an application 
before the Principal District 
and Sessions Judge of Rouse 
Avenue Court urging the 
transfer of Satyendar Jain’s 
money laundering case pro-
ceedings to another judge.

The ED petition has sought 
the transfer of the matter to 
Special Judge Geetanjali Goel 

after raising certain conten-
tions related to the bail argu-
ments being examined by the 
court.

In the past few hearings, 
special judge Geetanjali Goel 
has pulled up the agency over 
its probe in the money laun-
dering case. The Court was 
presently hearing the lengthy 
arguments on the bail peti-
tions of Satyendar Jain and 
the other two co-accused, 
Ankush Jain and Vaibhav 
Jain, in the matter. The bail 

hearing of the accused was at 
the final stage.

All three people are cur-
rently in judicial custody. On 
September 15, Additional So-
licitor General (ASG) SV Raju 
informed the court that they 
were moving a plea of trans-
fer of Satyendar Jain’s bail 
proceedings from the current 
court.

Senior Advocate N Hari-
haran, appearing for Saty-
endar Jain, expressed his 
displeasure with Special 

Judge Geetanjali Goel and 
submitted, “It’s really unfair. 
Totally uncalled for. They’re 
preempting things. We’ll op-
pose it tooth and nail.”

The ED had arrested Saty-
endar Jain and two others in a 
money laundering case based 
on a CBI FIR lodged against 
the AAP leader in 2017 under 
the Prevention of Corruption 
Act under which he was ac-
cused of having laundered 
money through four compa-
nies allegedly linked to him.
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Delhi Court stays Satyendar Jain trial 
on ED plea seeking transfer of case

secrets
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The Delhi High Court has 
refused to stay the launch of 
a book titled “Will Power,” 
authored by Sjoerd Marijne, 
former coach of the Indian 
women’s hockey team.

The book is scheduled to 
be released on September 
21, 2022. The plaintiff, Gurjit 
Kaur, a hockey player, stated 
that in the book, the author 
Sjoerd Marijne has divulged 
certain confidential informa-
tion that was shared by the 
plaintiff with him in confi-
dence, while he was the coach 
of the Indian women’s hockey 
team. The said confidential in-
formation relates to a medical 
condition that the plaintiff is 

stated to have been suffering 
from.

Counsel for the plaintiff con-
tended that the divulging of 
such confidential information 
amounts to a violation of the 
Code of Conduct of Hockey In-
dia, which has been signed by 
the author and former coach.

The counsel appearing on 
behalf of HarperCollins Pub-
lisher India Pvt Ltd submitted 
that there is nothing confi-
dential about the said medical 
condition of the plaintiff as it 
is known to all the other team 
members as well. The publish-
er’s lawyer also contended that 
the plaintiff, as a public figure 
or sports personality, does not 
have the right to privacy in this 
matter.

The lawyer for the publisher 

also submitted that the medi-
cal conditions of athletes have 
always been a subject matter 
of debate and, therefore, the 
plaintiff does not have any 
right to privacy. The bench of 
Justice Amit Bansal, in an or-
der passed on September 15, 
2022, stated, “I am not inclined 
to pass an ad interim order 
staying the launch of the book 
without giving the defendants 
(Author and Publisher) an op-
portunity to place their stand 
on affidavit.” If the plaintiff has 
been living with this medical 
condition for many years, the 
medical condition cannot re-
main confidential. According 
to the manuscript of the book, 
the plaintiff informed all other 
teammates of her medical con-
dition.

Delhi HC refuses to stay 
launch of book ‘Will Power’ 

investigation
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The Supreme Court on Mon-
day refused to entertain a 
plea seeking a probe into the 
murder of advocate Tika Lal 
Taploo in the Kashmir valley 
in 1989 by terrorists.

The bench of Justices BR 
Gavai and CT Ravikumar 
refused to hear the matter, 
saying it had not entertained 
a similar matter that came 
before it recently. “We are not 
inclined to interfere...” said 
the bench while granting the 
liberty to the petitioner to 
avail of alternate remedies. 
The petitioner then withdrew 
the plea.

The plea was filed by 

Ashutosh Taploo, son of 
Tika Lal Taploo, a prominent 
Kashmiri Pandit and the 
BJP’s former vice president, 
who was killed by Jammu and 
Kashmir Liberation Front 
(JKLF) terrorists at the time.

The plea sought protection 
and rehabilitation of the fam-
ily members and an investi-
gation and prosecution of the 
persons who were involved in 
the killing of his father.

Recently, the Supreme 
Court declined to hear the 
plea filed by NGO “We The 
Citizens” seeking a probe 
into the killings of Kashmiri 
pandits during the 1990s. It 
has also sought rehabilitation 
for those who had to flee the 
Kashmir valley.

sc rejects plea for 
probe into killing of 
kashmiri pandit by jklf

petition

TDG NETWORK 
New Delhi 

The Supreme Court on Monday sought the 
Centre’s response to a plea filed by the Asso-
ciation of Medical Consultants (AMC), Mum-
bai, challenging Section 34 (Rights of Persons 
to practice) of the National Commission for the 
Indian System of Medicine Act, 2020 and the 
National Commission for Homoeopathy Act, 
2020.

A bench of Justice Hemant Gupta and Jus-
tice Sudhanshu Dulia sought a response from 
the Centre and others on a plea filed by AMC 
Mumbai and listed the matter for November 4 
for further hearing. The petitioner AMC is an 
association of around 11,000 doctors practicing 
in Bombay and western India. The petitioner 
was represented by advocate Sunil Fernandes.

AMC Mumbai, in its plea, sought direction 
to the Centre for quashing or setting aside or 
modification of Section 34 (Rights of Persons 
to practice) of the National Commission for the 
Indian System of Medicine Act, 2020 and for 
quashing or setting aside or modification of 
Section 34 (Rights of Persons to practice) of the 
National Commission for Homoeopathy Act, 
2020.

The petitioner also sought to issue an appro-
priate writ, order or direction for quashing/
setting aside/modification of Regulation 10(9) 
of the Indian Medicine Central Council (Post 
Graduate Ayurveda Education) Regulations, 
2016, as amended by the Indian Medicine Cen-
tral Council (Post Graduate Ayurveda Educa-
tion) Amendment Regulations, 2020, thereby 
allowing PG scholars of Shalya and Shalakya to 
perform 58 surgical procedures after comple-
tion of a Post Graduate Degree in the Ayurveda 
stream of medicine.

The petitioner said that it is grievously ag-
grieved by the impugned legislation which 
seeks to obliterate the age-old differences and 
distinctions between these two broad forms of 
medicinal treatment.

“The impugned legislations are challenged 
on the grounds that they violate Articles 14, 19 
and 21 of the Constitution insofar as they allow 
practitioners of the Indian System of Medicine/
Homeopathy to practice allopathy and perform 
surgeries, thereby causing grave prejudice 
to public health, medical infrastructure, and 
right to life, including the right to correct and 
prompt medical aid as enshrined in Article 21 
of the Constitution,” the petition stated.

SC seeks Centre’s response 
on medical body’s plea

in the capital

TDG NETWORK 
New Delhi

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on Monday summoned 
senior Aam Adami Party 
(AAP) leader and Rajinder 
Nagar MLA Durgesh Pathak 
in the Delhi excise policy case.

Taking to Twitter, Dep-
uty CM Manish Sisodia 
said, “What does our MCD 
incharge have to do with the 

Delhi govt’s liquor policy? 
Is their target liquor policy 
or MCD elections? “ Nota-
bly, Pathak is the party’s 
in-charge of the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 
polls.

Notably, the central agencies 
are probing the Delhi excise 
policy case on the recom-
mendation of Governor VK 
Saxena, following which the 

CBI raided Manish Sisodia’s 
house earlier in August.

Saxena had claimed that Si-
sodia also extended financial 
favours to the liquor licenses 
much after the tenders had 
been awarded and thus 
caused huge losses to the ex-
chequer.

Sisodia was among 15 oth-
ers booked in an FIR filed by 
the CBI. 

delhi excise policy: ed summons 
aap leader durgesh pathak
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RetiRed cop 
aRRested foR 
impeRsonating 
as sHo
NEW DELHI: Delhi Police 
has arrested a man 
who was impersonating 
himself as Station House 
Officer (SHO) and was 
calling a youth for settle-
ment over a matter. On 
September 17, a 22-year-
old, Raghav Makhija who 
is a resident of Sector-16, 
Rohini, Delhi came to 
the Police Station (South 
Rohini, Delhi) and told 
the Duty Officer that one 
person has been calling 
him since morning. The 
caller identified himself 
as SHO - Samayapur 
Badli and told the com-
plainant that he can help 
him in getting back the 
money which he had lent 
to Praveen Gupta, the 
complainant’s borrower. 

eaRtHquake of 
4.3 magnitude 
stRikes kaRgil 
KARGIL: An earthquake 
measuring 4.3 on the 
Richter scale occurred 
in Ladakh’s Kargil on 
Monday morning, the 
National Center for 
Seismology (NCS) in-
formed. The earthquake 
took place at around 
9:30 am and was located 
10 kilometres below the 
ground. The epicen-
tre was 151 km west 
northwest of Kargil. “An 
earthquake of magni-
tude 4.3 occurred 64 km 
WNW of Kargil, Ladakh 
at around 9:30 am. The 
depth of the earthquake 
was 10 km below the 
ground,” NCS said in a 
tweet.

amit sHaH to 
attend ndma’s 
foRmation 
day on 28 
septembeR 
NEW DELHI: Union 
Home and Coopera-
tion Minister Amit Shah 
is likely to attend the 
18th Formation Day of 
the National Disaster 
Management Authority 
(NDMA) on September 
28. The Home Minister 
will be the chief guest at 
the event, where he will 
also address the gather-
ing of NDMA officers 
and others. Union Home 
Secretary Ajay Bhalla 
will also be present at 
the event. The (NDMA) 
is the apex body for 
Disaster Management 
in India.

gautam adani 
on ambuja 
cement’s 
success stoRy 
NEW DELHI: As Ambuja 
Cements emerged as 
the second largest 
cement manufacturer 
in the country, Gautam 
Adani, Chairman, Adani 
Group, explained the 
rationale behind moving 
into cement business 
and said, “It starts with 
our unshakeable belief 
in the India story and our 
conviction that India will 
be a 25 to 30 trillion-
dollar economy by 2050.” 
He added, “Every action 
we take must align 
with national priorities 
and pass through the 
lenses of this belief. The 
outcomes of our value 
system and belief in Na-
tion Building are there 
for all to see.”

top of the day

The houses of the three ac-
cused in the Rewa gang rape 
case were demolished by au-
thorities.

The demolitions were car-
ried out on Sunday. A girl 
was allegedly gang-raped by 
six men in the Rewa district 
of Madhya Pradesh on Sep-
tember 16, near the famous 
Ashtbhuji temple.

The police have arrested 
three accused and the search 

for three other accused is 
still on, said the police. The 
arrested accused have been 
identified as Shiv Yadav, Kis-
han Daheliya, and Vidyas-
agar. Rewa Assistant Super-
intendent of Police (ASP) 
Anil Sonkar told ANI that 
the administration was lo-
cating the assets of the three 
accused, after which action 
would also be taken on their 
homes.

The police said that the vic-
tim had gone to the temple 
with her friend where the 

accused committed a very 
heinous act and also beat 
the victim and her friend 
and snatched their mobile 
phones.

“The police took action 
soon after receiving the in-
formation. The accused have 
been booked under sections 
376, 395, and 506 of the In-
dian Penal Code (IPC). The 
absconding accused will be 
arrested soon,” added ASP 
Sonkar. The police further 
said that many of the ac-
cused were minors.

Over 500 people have been 
affected by dengue in Ut-
tarakhand since the begin-
ning of this year, with the 
state reporting 37 new cases 
on September 17 itself, the 
state Directorate of Medical 
Health and Family Welfare 
said on Monday.

“Guidelines have been is-
sued to all districts for pre-
venting the spread of dengue. 
So far, dengue cases are re-

ported in five districts in the 
state,” said in-charge Secre-
tary of Health Dr. R. Rajesh 
Kumar.

He further said that the 
number of dengue patients 
is increasing rapidly in Deh-
radun and Haridwar.

As per the official data, 
there are 295 cases in the 
Dehradun district so far, 
followed by 123 in Harid-
war.

Earlier, the Uttarakhand 
government had directed all 
chief medical officers to pre-

vent the spread of dengue.
Speaking to the press, Ku-

mar had said that all chief 
medical officers (CMO) have 
been instructed to prevent 
dengue cases in the state. 
He said that if the cases of 
dengue increase in any dis-
trict, then the CMO will be 
directly responsible.

Kumar had said, “The cas-
es of dengue have been re-
ported in Dehradun, Pauri, 
and Haridwar districts of the 
state, but now the situation 
is under control. So far 300 

cases of dengue have been 
reported in the state.”

The official said that in 
view of dengue, all the 
schools in the state have been 
instructed to allow the chil-
dren to enter the school only 
after wearing full-sleeved 
shirts.

According to the World 
Health Organization, den-
gue is one of the fastest 
emerging infections and is 
currently the most rapidly 
spreading mosquito-borne 
viral diseases.

With the monsoon session 
of the Uttar Pradesh Leg-
islative Assembly starting, 
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath noted the expectations 
of the masses of the state 
and said that they would be 
answering the opposition’s 
questions and discussing 
several issues, including 
floods.

“The monsoon session of 
the UP Legislative Assem-
bly is starting today. The 
people of the state have a 
lot of expectations from this 
session. Our govt will be dis-
cussing several issues, like 
floods. We’ll answer the op-
position’s questions during 
this monsoon session,” said 
CM Yogi. He also took a jibe 
at the Samajwadi Party for 
disrupting law and order 
during the protests.

“There is no harm if any 
party asks their questions 
in a democratic way. The 
Samajwadi Party should 
take permission for any 
procession which should 
not harm anyone. Follow-
ing law & order is too much 
of an expectation from 
Samajwadi Party leaders,” 
he added.

Chief Minister Yogi also 
announced on Sunday his 
decision to dedicate 22 Sep-
tember   to women mem-
bers of both the legislative 
assembly and the legislative 
council.

CM Yogi made the an-
nouncement about his 
historic decision while ad-
dressing members of the 
BJP and allies on the eve 
of the monsoon session on 
Sunday. Taking place for the 
first time in a state, the ses-
sion on September 22 will 
have 47 female members of 
the Legislative Assembly 
and six of the Legislative 
Council as attendees.

His remarks came while 
addressing a media briefing 

ahead of the monsoon ses-
sion. CM Yogi also attended 
the three-day ‘Health Camp’ 

inaugural programme orga-
nized for the MLAs in the 
Vidhan Bhawan complex.

Three people died on Mon-
day after the roof of a two-
storey building collapsed in 
Uttar Pradesh’s Deoria. Ac-
cording to police, the three 
who died were members of a 
family who were residing in 
the building

“An old house collapsed 
on Ansari Road late at night 
around 3 am. Three people 
were found dead. District 
Administration, police de-
partment and fire service 
have recovered their bodies,” 
said Saurabh Singh, SDM Sa-
dar, Deoria. Superintendent 

of Police (SP) Sankalp Shar-
ma informed the press that 
the three people residing in 
the house had been admitted 
to the hospital. 

“The roof of the 2-storey 
building collapsed. Three 
members of a family resid-
ing in the house, including a 
man, his wife, and his daugh-
ter, were rescued and rushed 
to the hospital. An update on 
their health is still awaited. 
Meanwhile, we are looking 
into how the roof fell,” he 
said.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath ex-
pressed condolences to the 

families of the deceased 
in the accident. The Chief 
Minister instructed the Dis-
trict Magistrate and senior 
police officers to reach the 
spot immediately and also 
announced an ex-gratia of 
Rs. 4 lakhs to the families of 
the deceased. “Instructions 
were given to provide relief 
amounts for all the dead from 
the disaster relief fund. Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
instructed the proper treat-
ment of all the injured. CM 
Yogi wishes speedy recov-
ery of all the injured,” read 
a statement from the Chief 
Minister’s office.

A video going viral on social 
media shows a dog chained 
to a car driven by a doctor 
being dragged on the road in 
Jodhpur.

The police booked a case 
against the driver on the 
complaint of Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party leader and animal 
rights activist Maneka Gan-
dhi. On the other hand, the 
principal of SN Medical Col-
lege, Dilip Kachhwaha, has 
given a show cause notice 
to the accused doctor and 
sought a response within 24 
hours. The Pukar Animal 
NGO has also registered a 
case at Shastrinagar police 
station following the case.

The video was shot in Raj-
asthan’s Jodhpur on Sunday, 
as per the reports.

Aparna Bissa of the NGO 
said that Dr. Rajneesh Galwa 
is an Assistant Professor of 

Plastic Surgery at MGH.
“The person who did this 

is Dr Rajneesh Gwala and 
the dog’s legs have multiple 
fractures. This incident is 
in Shastri Nagar, Jodhpur. 
Please spread this video 
so that CP Jodhpur should 
take action against him and 
cancel his licence,” reads the 
tweet of the NGO which car-
ries the video. On the infor-
mation, the dog home work-

ers reached the spot and sent 
the dog for treatment. Some 
people alleged that when 
they tried to stop the doctor’s 
car, he tried to hit them with 
the vehicle.

Meanwhile, the doctor said 
that the dog often enters the 
house and keeps barking 
outside the house, which is 
why he was going to leave 
the dog in the corporation’s 
enclosure.

Security forces on Sunday 
busted a terrorist hideout in 
the higher areas of Sangal-
dan and Gool forest areas in 
the Ramban district of Jammu 
and Kashmir and recovered a 
huge cache of arms and am-
munition, including a Chinese 
pistol.

The hideout was busted 
during a joint search opera-
tion conducted by the Indian 
Army, Jammu and Kashmir 

Police and Special Opera-
tions Group (SOG). According 
to Deputy Superintendent of 
Police Viqar Ahmed, the op-
eration was part of an ongo-
ing intensified search follow-
ing a blast at a police station 
in Sangaldan on August 2. 
“Along with the Army, SOG 
Gool, a search operation was 
launched in the higher areas 
of Sangaldan and Gool forest 
area. During this, we busted 
a hideout and recovered a 
huge cache of arms and am-
munition, including a UBGL, 

a Chinese pistol, and four 
magazines of AK 47,” he said.

He said an Under-Barrel 
Grenade Launcher, one UBGL 
pendulum, one empty car-
tridge of UBGL, one revolver, 
a Chinese pistol with a maga-
zine and 36 cartridges, four 
AK 47 magazines, 198 AK 
rounds, 69 rounds of 9 mm 
pistol, one knife, one binocu-
lar, one camera, one wireless 
set, two magazines of 303, 36 
rounds, and one under-barrel 
grenade launcher were recov-
ered from the hideout.

He further said that all the 
recovered arms and ammuni-
tion were rusted. “These were 
found wrapped in polythene 
bags, which were wrapped 
in a cloth, which was further 
wrapped in big plastic wrap-
per. More details on the mat-
ter will be known after inves-
tigation,” he said.

An FIR has been registered 
in Gool Police Station under 
Sections 120-B and 121 of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and 
7/27 of the Arms Act, and an 
investigation has begun. 

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Sunday 
directed the administration 
to be on alert following the in-
crease in the water level of the 
Kuano River at Chandradeep 
Ghat. 

Yogi instructed the officials 
of Gonda, Basti, Ambedkar 
Nagar, Sant Kabir Nagar, Go-
rakhpur, Azamgarh, Deoria, 
Mau, Ballia, and Ayodhya to 
be on alert in view of the pos-
sible threat of floods. Notably, 
the river at Chandradeep Ghat 
has crossed the danger mark. 

Instructions have been given 
to the District Magistrates and 
Senior Superintendents of 
Police (SSP) and Superinten-
dents of Police (SP) of these 
districts to make systematic 
arrangements for the safety, 
rescue, and relief of people in 
villages and cities. 

Earlier on Friday, in view 
of heavy rainfall and water-
logging in various parts of 
Lucknow, the administration 
issued an advisory for the 
residents of the city, advising 
them to not leave their houses 
until it is indispensable. 

The necessary guidelines 
were issued for the safety and 
well-being of the residents of 
Lucknow as there is an alert 
for more rainfall till Septem-
ber 17.

In the advisory, the admin-
istration has advised the resi-
dents of the city not to leave 
their homes until it is indis-
pensable, to beware of old 
dilapidated buildings, and to 
avoid going to crowded and 
jammed areas. 

Residents are also advised 
to take care of their health 
and only drink boiled water 
and use bleaching powder 
and chlorine tablets from the 
nearest health centre. 

The advisory also men-
tioned staying away from 
open sewers, electric wires 
and poles and contacting the 
Municipal Corporation Con-
trol Room for any civic prob-
lems like water logging, tree 
fall etc.

Assam Police seized 690 
grams of heroin and appre-
hended two people in the 
Karimganj district on Sunday.

Based on secret information, 
a team in Karimganj district 
on Sunday night launched an 
operation at Kabariband vil-
lage under Patharkandi police 
station and recovered 49 soap 
cases containing 690 grams of 
heroin from a house owned by 
Jamil Uddin. However, one ac-

cused, Jamil Uddin, fled from 
the area.

Partha Pratim Das, Ad-
ditional Superintendent of 
Police for Karimganj district, 
said that the recovered drugs 
were kept hidden inside an 
LPG cylinder. “We have recov-
ered 49 soap cases containing 
690 grams of heroin. We have 
apprehended two people in 
connection with this,” Das 
said. The police official further 
said that the market value of 
the seized drugs is estimated 
at around Rs 4.50 crore.

Earlier on September 13, the 
Assam Police seized 927 kg 
of ganja in two separate inci-
dents in the Churaibari area 
in Assam’s Karimganj district 
along the Assam-Tripura bor-
der, said the police.

The ganja was seized by a 
team from Churaibari police 
watch post.

Assam Police and Central 
Reserve Police Force, in a joint 
operation, seized 860 kg of 
ganja and 40.70 grams of sus-
pected heroin from a truck in 
Karbi Anglong district.
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samajWadi paRty maRcH 
against up goVt, secuRity 
tigHtened in lucknoW

LUCKNOW: A large number of security personnel were 
deployed at the State Assembly as the Samajwadi Party 
(SP) on Monday held a protest march against the UP gov-
ernment, raising various demands. 

The SP chief, Akhilesh Yadav, and many party legislators 
and leaders led the march from the party office to Vidhan 
Sabha, highlighting issues in the state before the monsoon 
session of the state legislature commenced today. 

“We have come here to protest on the various issues of 
public interest. This is our constitutional right, but the 
BJP is not letting the legislators go to the assembly,” said 
a party leader. 

Hitting back at the protest led by Akhilesh Yadav, Uttar 
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Keshav Prashad Maurya 
said that the march is not related to the benefit of the com-
mon people. 

“SP’s protest is not related to the benefit of the common 
people. If they want to discuss this, they are free to do it 
in the Assembly. Our government is ready for discussion. 
Such protests will only create problems for people,” Mau-
rya said. 

Maurya also poked fun at SP, claiming that 
the party is now jobless and has nothing to do.  
Massive security deployment in Lucknow has been done 
in view of the march. 

“They had not taken permission. Still, they were as-
signed a designated route that would not have caused 
traffic congestion. They refused to take that. We have no 
option but to stop them here. If they take the designated 
route, there would not be a problem,” Joint Commissioner 
of Police, Law and Order Piyush Mordia said.

CM Yogi Adityanath

The incident being captured by a passerby.

up cm yogi 
oRdeRs flood 
aleRt in 10 
distRicts
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MuMbai: Man 
held for Making 
hoax boMb call
Mumbai: A man was ar-
rested for making a false 
bomb threat call at Zaveri 
Bazaar in Mumbai, police 
said on Monday.
The arrested has been 
identified as Dinesh Sut-
tar and will be presented 
before the court today. 
“The accused, Dinesh 
Suttar will be pre-
sented before the court 
today. FIR was registered 
against him under mul-
tiple sections of the IPC,” 
said Mumbai Police.

1 dead, 4 
injured in Pune 
bus accident
Pune:  One person was 
declared dead while five 
others sustained injuries 
after a state transport 
bus met with an accident 
on Sasvad road, police 
said on Monday.
The accident took place 
at urli Devachi, Haveli 
Taluka on Sunday night. 
The vehicle belonged 
to the state transport 
services (Shivshahi).
The bus was headed 
towards Pandharpur 
from the Swargate area 
in Pune.
“One dead and four 
injured after a state 
transport bus going from 
Pandharpur to Swargate 
Pune met with an ac-
cident on Sasvad road 
at urli Devachi, in Pune 
district last night.

justice t raja 
aPPointed as 
acting chief 
justice of 
Madras hc
new DelHI  The Ministry 
of law and Justice on 
Monday notified the 
appointment of Justice 
T Raja as Acting Chief 
Justice of Madras High 
Court with effect from 
September 22.
notification issued in this 
regards stated that, in 
the exercise of the power 
conferred by Article 223 
of the Constitution of 
India, the President is 
pleased to appoint, Jus-
tice T Raja, senior-most 
Judge of the Madras 
High Court, to perform 
the duties of the office of 
the Chief Justice of that 
High Court, with effect 
from September 22, 
2022, consequent upon 
the superannuation of 
Justice M. Duraiswamy, 
Judge, who is performing 
the duties of the Chief 
Justice, Madras High 
Court. Justice T. Raja 
was born on May 25 1961 
in a village in Thenur, 
Madurai District.

tribal youth 
lynching case: 
hc uPholds bail 
cancellation 
KOCHI: Kerala High 
Court on Monday upheld 
the order of the Special 
Court for SC/ST (Preven-
tion of Atrocities) Act, 
Mannarkad cancelling 
the bail granted to 11 
accused in the Madhu 
lynching case. However, 
the court set aside the 
order cancelling the bail 
of the 11th accused in 
the case. There are 16 
accused in the case. Out 
of this, the bail granted to 
12 accused stands can-
celled by the trial court. 
“All appeals dismissed 
except that of Accused 
number 11,” said Justice 
Kauser edappagath.

top of the day
flagging off

Bharatiya Janata Party 
launched a 15-day Praja 
Por u Yatra ’  from Vi-
sakhapatnam on Sunday, 
party MP GVL Narasimha 
Rao said.

Andhra Pradesh BJP 
president Somu Veeraraji 
and Rajya Sabha MP GVL 
Narasimha Rao flagged off 
the Jana Poru Yatra at the 
BJP office in Visakhapat-
nam. “YSRCP government 
has completely failed to 
rule in Andhra Pradesh. 
Real problems of people are 
neglected. BJP is going to 
be organising a Praja Poru 
Yatra in the state against the 
YSRCP government to solve 
the issues of people,” said 
Rao.

He further added that the 
Poru Yatra will cover 5000 
street corner meetings in 175 
assembly constituencies in 
the next 15 days.

The Yatra was launched in 
wake of the ongoing Bharat 
Jodo Yatra by Congress.

The Bharat Jodo Yatra en-

tered its eleventh day, and 
party leaders led by Rahul 
Gandhi started the march 
from Alappuzha on Sunday.

After completing 200 
km, the Congress leaders 
resumed the Kerala leg of 
the yatra from Haripad in 
the Alappuzha district on 

Sunday morning. The pady-
atra will take halt at Sree 
Kuruttu Bhagavathi Temple 
in Thottappally. In the eve-
ning, the yatra will take a 
halt at TD Medical College 
and Hospital, Vandanam.

The Yatra is in its Kerala 
leg and would traverse 
through the state for the 
next 12 days.

The 3,500-km march from 
Kanyakumari to Kashmir 
will be completed in 150 
days and cover as many as 
12 states. From Kerala, the 
Yatra will traverse through 
the state for the next 18 days, 
reaching Karnataka on Sep-
tember 30. It will be in Kar-
nataka for 21 days before 
moving north. The Padyatra 
(march) will cover a distance 
of 25 km every day.

According to Congress, the 

‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ is being 
held to combat the divisive 
politics of the BJP-led Cen-
tre and to awaken the people 
of the country to the dangers 
of economic inequalities, so-
cial polarisation, and politi-
cal centralization.

Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi said that the spirit 
of the Bharat Jodo Yatra is to 
bring Indians together irre-
spective of religion, commu-
nity and remind them that 
this is one country and it 
will be successful if we stand 
together and are respectful 
towards each other.

The Yatra includes Pa-
dayatras, rallies, and pub-
lic meetings which will be 
later attended by the senior 
Congress leaders including 
Sonia Gandhi and Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra. 

TDG NETWORK
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BJP launches 15-day Praja Poru Yatra 
from Visakhapatnam

Rajya Sabha MP GVL Narasimha Rao

PM’s birthday

Sikh delegation meets 
PM Modi at his residence 

A delegation of the Gurud-
wara Shri Bala Sahib Ji on 
Monday visited Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi at his 
residence to offer blessings 
and prasad of ‘Akhand Paath’ 
which was organised on the 
occasion of PM’s birthday.

The Gurudwara had or-
ganised an ‘Akhand paath’ 
which started on 15th Sep-
tember and culminated on 
17th September on the occa-
sion of Modi’s birthday. This 
‘Akhand paath’ was attended 
by thousands of Sikh devo-
tees. Langer, Heath Camp 
and Blood donation camp 
were also organised by the 
Gurdwara on occasion.

The Sikh delegation hon-
oured the PM by tying a 
Pagdi and offering a Siropa. 
An ardas was also performed 
for the Prime Minister’s long 
life and good health.

Modi expressed his happi-

ness at meeting the delega-
tion and thanked them for 
their wishes and prayers for 
his well-being. He said that 
he was humbled and deeply 
touched by their gesture for 
making him feel a part of the 
Sikh Community.

He reiterated the commit-
ment of the government to 
working towards the wel-
fare of the Sikh community 
continuously.

During the meeting, the 
delegation also thanked the 
Prime Minister for initiatives 
taken by him for the honour 
and welfare of the Sikh com-
munity. They recounted sev-
eral efforts done by the Prime 
Minister including declar-
ing 26 December as “Veer 
Baal Divas”, reopening the 
Kartarpur Sahib Corridor, 
removal of GST on langars 
run by gurdwaras, ensur-
ing that the copies of Guru 
Granth Sahib reached India 
from Afghanistan, among 
others. 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets a Sikh delegation at his 
residence, 7 Lok Kalyan Marg, in New Delhi on Monday. 

favouritisM

kerala governor alleges 
senior’s involveMent in 
heckling case

Kerala Governor Arif Mo-
hammad Khan on Monday 
alleged that a senior politi-
cal leader who is presently 
working in the Chief Min-
ister’s office was involved in 
the heckling attack on him at 
an event held in Kannur Uni-
versity in December 2019.

“Whatever happened with 
me in Kannur had happened 
in the presence of many po-
lice personnel. In the video 
from then, you can see a 
senior political functionary, 
who is now in CM office, pre-
venting police from acting,” 
said Governor Khan ad-
dressing a press conference 
at Raj Bhavan here. Khan 

played videos from the inau-
guration of the 80th Indian 
History Congress at Kannur 
University. The Governor 
further slammed the state 
government and said: “We 
are living in a state where the 
convenor of the ruling front 
is banned from flying for un-
ruly behaviour...They believe 
in the legitimacy of force to 
silence dissent, differences of 
opinion and liquidate those 
whom they consider their 
class enemies.”

Earlier on Sunday, Gov-
ernor Khan alleged that the 
Kerala Police did not register 
a case in the three-year-old 
matter of attack on him be-
cause Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan was involved in 
the matter.
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taking stock

titagarh school blast 
case: suvendu adhikari 
seeks nia Probe

West Bengal Leader of Op-
position (LoP) Suvendu Ad-
hikari urged Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah to take 
stock of the Titagarh bomb-
ing case in a school and 
sought a National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) inquiry 
for the same on Monday.

This comes days after a 
bomb explosion occurred on 
the terrace of Titagarh Free 
India High School in West 
Bengal. As per the letter to 
Shah, the incident occurred 
at 11:00 am on September 
17 when classes were un-
derway in the state-aided 
institute.

“When the teachers set-
tled down and mustered 
the courage to go upstairs 
to survey the terrace, they 
found bomb splinters on the 
roof and one-half of the roof 
was completely damaged 
due to the explosion”, read 
the letter.

Addressing the letter to 
Home Minister, Adhikari 
wrote that the Barrackpore 
Police Commissionerate has 

tried its best to downplay the 
incident.

Adhikari further urged 
Shah to attach utmost im-
portance to the matter and 
also demanded an NIA in-
quiry. “I firmly believe that 
they lack the appetite to un-
ravel the root cause of such 
incidents. The roots run 
much deeper and it’s time to 
unearth it and take proper 
action to prevent it from 
occurring in the future”, he 
wrote.

As per claims, the crude 
bomb explosion rocked the 
entire school building and 
triggered massive panic 
among students and teach-
ers.

Further information is 
awaited. 
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West Bengal LoP Suvendu 
Adhikari.

heavy rains

Bengaluru: Demolition of 
illegal apartments continues

In the aftermath of heavy 
rains leading to floods in 
Bengaluru, the demolition 
of apartments built illegally 
in different parts of the city 
is in full swing.

Under the jurisdiction of 
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahan-
agara Palike (BBMP), an 
operation to clear encroach-
ment of royal canals has 
been conducted today at 5 
places within the Mahadev-
pur zone. Meanwhile, the 
compound wall of the apart-
ment near Garudachara-
pally lake has been cleared. 
The shed on the Raja Canal 
behind East Park Ridge and 
the road built on the Raja Ca-
nal have been cleared.

In Green-Wood Residency 
premises, the slab installed 
on the 150-metre-long roy-
al canal is going on. Also, 
drain work is to be done on 
the premises of Salar Puria 
and after the work is done, 
the compound wall of Salar 
Puri will be cleared.

According to the survey 
inside the campus of Wipro, 
the width of the canal is 2.4 
m and nothing has been 

built on the canal. However, 
the canal has been blocked 
by a slab and is being cleared 
under the supervision of the 
corporation.

A 75-metre-long com-
pound wall and 2 sheds have 
been cleared on both sides of 
Raja Canal in Vijayalakshmi 
Colony of Kadugodi. Also, 
notices have been given to 8 
out of 10 houses by the peo-
ple living on the Raj Canal.

The encroachment clear-
ance operation of Rajkaluva 
is going on with the secu-
rity of the corporation offi-
cers, surveyors of the land 
surveying department, 
tahsildars of the revenue 
department, marshals, and 
police personnel, and the 
encroachment clearance 
operation will continue.

Earlier, in Mahadevapura 
Zone, Shantiniketan Lay-
out, Papaya Reddy Layout, 
Chellaghatta, and Yelah-
anka Zone Satellite Town, 
Rajkaluve encroachment 
will be cleared by 2 Hitachi 
and 8 JCB machines with the 
corporation engineers, rev-
enue officers, marshals, and 
police personnel.

About 50 metres of en-
croachment have been 
cleared and the clearance 
operation is in process.

As many as seven build-
ings and four compound 
walls will be cleared in the 
Shantiniketan layout. In 
Papaya Reddy Layout, the 
apartment wall encroached 
by Rajkaluve and the 4 sheds 
built on the empty space of 
Rajkaluve has been cleared.
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Demolition of apartments built illegally in different parts of 
Bengaluru is in full swing.

traditional Music

vocalist ajay 
chakrabarty 
enthrals audience at 
MguMst concert

A musical programme was 
organised here to mark the 
19th death anniversary of 
Ramjilal Swarnkar, founder 
of Mahatma Gandhi Univer-
sity of Medical Science and 
Technology (MGUMST).  
Renowned Indian classi-
cal vocalist Padmabhushan 
Ajoy Chakrabarty enthralled 
the audience by his glorious 
performance during the con-
cert.  

On this occasion, in his 
welcome address, Emeritus 
Chairperson Professor Dr 
ML Swarnkar said that ef-
forts are made to promote 
and enrich art and culture 
like this. Several noted per-
sonalities of the musical and 
theatre world have so far giv-
en their presentations. The 
programme of Pt. Chakrab-
arty is also part of this effort 
to establish a bond between 
society and Indian tradition-

al music, he said.
Dr Vikas Swarnkar, who is 

Chairperson of the univer-
sity, Dr Shobhit Swarnkar, 
Meena Swarnkar, RR Soni, 
Mrs Neelam Swarnkar 
and other members of the 
Swarnkar family paid flo-
ral tributes by garlanding 
the portrait of late Ramjilal 
Swarnkar.  

The musical concert dur-
ing which Ajoy Chakrabarty 
took the stage held the audi-
ence spellbound. Chakrab-
arty later said that only In-
dian spiritualism and music 
have the power to reduce 
tension and depression.  He 
further pointed out that the 
music which is composed of 
12 swaras purifies the soul 
and kindles the feeling of 
love and dedication. The In-
dian music should be called 
Rag Sangeet instead of clas-
sical music as it is a swara 
tradition that has originated 
from the Samveda, he add-
ed.
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Packed schedule

j.P. nadda to visit Poll-bound 
gujarat for two days

Bharatiya Janata Party pres-
ident JP Nadda will be on a 
two-day visit to poll-bound 
Gujarat starting Tuesday 
and his packed schedule in-
cludes a roadshow and meet-
ings with the party workers. 
Nadda will participate in a 
meeting with farmers and 
meet public representa-
tives of the party who won 
various elections in the state 
since the last assembly polls.
On the first day of his visit, 

Nadda will participate in a 
mega road show in Morbi 
town.
On the second day of his 

visit, Nadda will hold or-
ganisational meetings at the 
state party headquarters 
in Gandhinagar. He will be 
given a detailed report card 
by the state party leadership 
about the preparations in 
the run-up to the assembly 
elections to be held later this 
year.
Nadda will also be address-

ing a Professor Summit on 
the second day of his visit in 
which he will address pro-
fessors and teachers from 

various academic institu-
tions to talk about the BJP’s 
vision for the country and 
the contributions made by 
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment in the field of educa-
tion.
Nadda will also be address-

ing the concluding session of 
the mayor’s conference that 
is taking place in the state 
capital. 
Mayors from over BJP-

ruled states will participate 
in the two-day conference 

that is taking place in Guja-
rat.
Nadda will be accompanied 

by Gujarat Chief Minister 
Bhupendra Patel and BJP 
state president CR Patil dur-
ing the programmes.
BJP will be seeking its sixth 

term in office in Gujarat polls 
to be held later this year. The 
BJP has been in power in Gu-
jarat for over 27 years with 
Narendra Modi serving as its 
longest-term Chief Minister 
from 2001 to 2014.
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Bharatiya Janata Party president J.P. Nadda will be on a two-day 
visit to poll-bound Gujarat starting Tuesday.

feeling nauseous 

Students complain 
of stomach ache after 
visiting camp in Hardoi

As many as 38 students 
from Kasturba Gandhi 
Awasiya Balika Vidyalaya in 
Hardoi complained of nau-
sea and stomach ache after 
visiting a medical camp on 
Sunday.

The girls had gone to the 
Pihani Community Health 
Centre (CHC) health camp. 
Once they returned, they 
started feeling nauseous 
and complained of stomach 
aches. They complained of 
being given the wrong medi-
cine in the hospital.

Sub Divisional Magistrate 
(SDM) Swati Shukla told 
ANI that “32 children are 
feeling fine after the treat-
ment, and have been sent 
back. While the remain-
ing six children have been 
shifted to civil hospital for 
treatment.”

SDM Shukla also said that 
the whole case is being mon-
itored and the exact cause 
behind the incident will be 
investigated. “We will in-
vestigate what caused this, 
whether it was because of 
food poisoning or happened 
because of taking medicine,” 
SDM Shukla said.
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Children shifted to civil hospital in Hardoi for treatment.
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The 22nd summit of the 
eight-nation Shanghai 
Cooperation Organ-

isation (SCO) took place in 
Uzbekistan’s capital Samar-
kand, last week. The summit 
was held amid the growing 
geo-political turmoil set off 
by the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine and China’s aggres-
sive military posturing in the 
Taiwan Straits. China, which 
initiated this regional group-
ing as Shanghai Five in 1996, 
has transformed the forum 
into an influential grouping 
of eight nations, with many 
more like Iran to join as a per-
manent member and diverse 
countries like Saudi Arabia, 

Egypt, Turkiye, Belarus and 
Mongolia being given Ob-
server status, which shows 
its transformation into an 
influential regional forum, 
besides challenging to other 
western regional alliances.

In his address at the sum-
mit, PM Modi obdurately 
touched upon every relevant 
aspect of the current geo-
political situation. He urged 
SCO to strive to develop reli-
able, resilient and diversified 
supply chains in the region. 
For this, better connectiv-
ity will be required, besides 
giving full rights of transit to 
each other, he asserted, in a 
veiled reference to Pakistan. 
He also batted for making 
India a regional manufac-
turing hub. On tackling the 
challenges of food security, 
he spoke of India’s efforts 
to popularise millets as an 
alternative and cheap option. 

In a speech that was oth-
erwise free from references 
to India’s regional issues on 
terrorism with Pakistan and 
on territorial sovereignty 
with China, Modi called for 

greater cooperation in the 
Eurasian region. He also fo-
cused on initiatives on manu-
facturing that India is willing 
to pilot in the next year, when 
India assumes the chair of 
the SCO and hosts the Sum-
mit in mid-2023. 

MODI-XI MEET ThaT 
DIDn’T happEn
The most important meeting 
from India’s standpoint was 
a possible meeting between 
Prime Minister Modi and 
Chinese President Jinping. 
Everyone wondered whether 
roadblocks have been cleared 
and temperaments cooled af-
ter the recent success of com-
mander level talks between 
two countries on the issues of 
Chinese aggression in Indian 
Ladakh region in May 2020.

But, officially, the MEA 
mentioned no such meetings. 
In fact, Samarkand offered 
the perfect opportunity for 
two leaders to reset the ties. 
But there seemed little will-
ingness from the two sides, 
to compromise. In fact, if the 
reports are to be believed, 
the exchange between the 
two leaders, reminded one 
of the cold treatment meted 
out by Modi to former Paki-
stan Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif, at the 2014 SAARC 
summit, though it eventu-
ally ended with a handshake 
at the last moment, but noth-
ing such happened in Samar-
kand. But the moot question 
here is whether China is in 

a mood to mend ties with 
India? 

Well, it seems not, not at 
the moment perhaps. Modi 
and Xi have met twice ear-
lier, but that is not enough to 
read each other’s thoughts 
and also make a convincing 
and principled case, though 
both the countries stand to 
gain much economically, if 
ties are improved.

Foreign Secretary Vinay 
Kwatra, when asked about 
a meeting that never hap-
pened, said that he did not 
“think there is anything 
more to read into that”.

MODI-pUTIn MEETInG
PM Modi’s bilateral meet-
ing with Russian President 
Putin at the summit also 
received a lot of attention. 
The two leaders shared the 
customary diplomatic greet-
ings, with Modi specifically 
emphasising that the modern 
era was not a time of war. Ac-
cording to reports, Putin ac-
knowledged India’s position 
on the Ukrainian conflict and 
reaffirmed his commitment 
to a speedy resolution.

India and Chinese leaders 
expressing their concerns 
directly with the Russian 
leader about the war in 
Ukraine is reflective of global 
concerns about the effects of 
its aggression, US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken said 
last Friday.  The mainstream 
American media on Friday 
praised Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi for telling Rus-
sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin that this is “not the time 
for war” in Ukraine. It was 
the lead story on the web-
pages of both The Washington 
Post and The New York Times, 
and was widely carried by 
the mainstream American 
media.

MODI-ERDOGan  
‘BOnhOMIE’
Among other impromptu 
meetings was the important 
one between PM Modi and 
Turkiye’s President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, which 
was held unannounced on 
Friday. After the meeting, 
Modi underlined that the 
focus was on economic ties 
between the two countries. 
The MEA, in a statement, 
described the meeting as 
a review of current India-
Turkiye relations. While 
noting the increase in re-
cent years in economic rela-
tions, particularly bilateral 
trade, it acknowledged the 
potential for further en-
hancement of economic and 
commercial partnerships. 
Erdogan last visited India in 
2017. While India-Turkiye’s 
economic and commercial 
cooperation constitutes an 
important dimension of the 
bilateral relationship, dip-
lomatic ties have been ad-
versely impacted over Tur-
kiye’s public criticism of the 
revocation of Article 370 in 
Jammu and Kashmir and 

the February 2020 riots in 
north-east Delhi.

Another important meet-
ing at Samarkand was be-
tween PM Modi and Ira-
nian President Ebrahim 
Raisi. Both the leaders took 
the opportunity to discuss 
boosting ties in areas like 
energy, commerce and 
connectivity. They also re-
viewed progress of the Sha-
hid Behesti terminal at Cha-
bahar Port and there are 
indications that the Iranian 
president also discussed a 
new mechanism to supply 
crude oil to India on rupee 
payment basis, instead of 
American dollars. This may 
bring the two countries 
closer on the trade and eco-
nomic fronts.

The manner in which 
Modi and his diplomatic 
team carried the business 
at Samarkand shows the 
maturity and coming of age 
of Indian diplomacy un-
der PM Modi. India will be 
hosting the next SCO Sum-
mit in 2023, and this will 
offer Modi an opportunity 
to develop the organisation 
into a more meaningful and 
cohesive organisation. A 
fact evident by the number 
of countries, which are de-
sirous of joining it, due to its 
regional potential.
Asad Mirza is a political com-
mentator based in New Delhi. 
He was also associated with BBC 
Urdu Service and Khaleej Times 
of Dubai.

Indian diplomacy’s 
ace act at Samarkand

SCO SUMMIT

opinion
AsAd MirzA

In his address at the SCO summit in Uzbekistan, PM Modi obdurately 
touched upon every relevant aspect of the current geopolitical situation.

NEW WORLD ORDER

The predominance of nation-
states in the 21st century is the 
continuation of a trend set by 
“archaic globalisation”, dating 
back to thousands of years. 
Shipping routes and natural 
resources which were pri-
mary reasons back then, con-
tinue to hold high importance 
even in today’s technological-
ly revolutionised world. Con-
sequently, the international 
world order today is shaped 
by the economic, military and 
strategic relevance of coun-
tries and regions. Such can 
be seen in the (not so) curi-
ous case of the Pacific Islands. 
Over the last five months, the 
Pacific Island countries have 
witnessed increased levels of 
attention from international 
media, experts, world leaders, 
international forums etc., un-
like in the past. The renewal 
of this latent attention in 
the South Pacific region by 
powerful regional players 
like Australia, the US, New 
Zealand and now China was 
last witnessed at the time of 
World War II, rendering them 
a prominent denominator in 

the ongoing power contest 
between the US and China. 

The beginning of this re-
newed attention owes to 
the security pact signed 
between Solomon Islands 
(SI) and China back in April 
2022. The security pact was 
aimed at filling the gap left 
after the Regional Assistance 
Mission to Solomon Islands 
(RAMSI) ended in 2017, fol-
lowing which clashes and 
violent episodes resurfaced 
in the island nation. Internal 
conflict and ethnic violence 
have plagued Solomons for 
nearly three decades, result-
ing in Australia and New 
Zealand initiating financial 
and security assistance in 
the region under RAMSI in 
2003. These developed na-
tions infused over USD$3 
billion into the peacekeeping 
operations over a period of 17 
years to restore social order 
and stability, build stronger 
institutional mechanisms and 
re-establish functionality.

Details of the security pact 
signed between China and 
Solomon Islands were kept 

hidden from the world, in-
cluding the Pacific Islands Fo-
rum, which sent shockwaves 
not only within the Forum, 
but also among regional pow-
ers like the US. Speculation 
was rife that the pact could 
possibly allow Chinese war-
ships to dock on the Solomon 
Islands. Furthermore, the 
Chinese efforts to persuade 
the Pacific Island nations to 
endorse the Common De-
velopment Vision (CDV), a 
sweeping agreement covering 
everything from security to 
resources, also alerted the tra-
ditional powers in the South 
Pacific. Nevertheless, Beijing 
could hold fast to its position 
that employing military pow-
er and securing stability in the 
Solomon Islands is a matter 
of Chinese national interest, 
allowing it to protect its per-
sonnel as well as the economic 
assets it is investing towards.

It is important to contextu-
alise China’s proactiveness 
in the Solomon Islands stra-
tegically and economically. 
On the strategic front, the PI 
offers China an opportunity 
to turn the South Pacific into a 
‘strategic choke point’ for both 
Australia and the US if they 
ever intended to make their 
way to East Asia for force pro-
jections in times of conflict. 
Although this futuristic ratio-
nale should not be discount-
ed, it does not account for the 
whole picture. PI’s wealth of 
marine resources and crucial 
sea lanes of communication 
makes the region even more 

appealing for China, leading 
to increased investments 
since 2006. Though China 
is only the third highest in-
vestor in the region after 
the US and Australia, it has 
played a silent and agile 
game, gradually escalating 
engagement with PI nations 
such as Micronesia, Papua 
New Guinea, Vanuatu, Fiji, 
Niue, Cook Islands, Samoa, 
Kiribati, Solomon Islands 
and Tonga, particularly on 
the condition that they after 
the endorse the One-China 
policy.

Xi Jinping recently stated 
that China’s proposition of 
the Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI), the Common Develop-
ment Vision (CDV) as well as 
the latest Global Security Ini-
tiative (GSI) will “contribute 
to mustering consensus and 
strength in solving global 
challenges for growth and 
security”. The BRI acts as 
the economic plank of China’s 
foreign policy engagements, 
whereas the GSI, announced 
in April 2022, was a call to ad-
here to a new international 
order by rejecting zero-sum 
games and the US hegemony 
and providing Chinese solu-
tions to international secu-
rity challenges. Although by 
2020, China had managed 
to on-board 12 Pacific Island 
nations to the BRI, it is strug-
gling to acquire similar confi-
dence among PIF leaders in 
the other two initiatives. At 
present, the PIF leaders are 
predominantly focused on 

climate change, development 
and regional stability. The PIF 
leaders are proceeding with 
caution regarding the nations’ 
involvement with China. 

The Pacific Islands have 
witnessed economic and 
geopolitical implications 
on countries that have been 
deeply involved with China 
through BRI, directly or in-
directly. Coupled with priori-
tising national and regional 
interests and stability, the PI 
nations are also cognizant of 
China utilising its initiatives 
as strategic tools to counter 
US hegemony. Therefore, so 
far the countries in PI have 
remained independently judi-
cious in their foreign policy. 
They have kept their national 
interests at the forefront and 
stayed away from becoming 
pawns in the China-US great 
power rivalry. 

PI nations who have strong 
economic and commercial 
ties with China will continue 
down that path of engage-
ment for economic and re-
gional development, through 
post-pandemic economic 
recovery, and building new 
centres for agriculture and 
disaster. However, their area 
of cooperation in sectors of se-
curity will be dictated by the 
larger geopolitics and great 
power rivalry in the region.

The current framework of 
China’s GSI does not have 
many enthusiastic takers in 
the Pacific region. China’s re-
cent initiatives and attempts 
to introduce themselves into 

the region, and resuscitated 
interest of the West in the 
South Pacific provide PIF 
leaders an opportunity to le-
verage such renewed interest 
for their own gains.

Meanwhile, for China to 
succeed it must give utmost 
importance to the power of 
consensus within the PIF 
before making its next move. 
Otherwise, the alternate 
route of divide and conquer 
will take years before the 
PI nations come on board 
individually one by one. As 
for the West, they must start 
working seriously with the is-
land countries on matters of 
climate change and regional 
development if they wish to 
continue being important 
players in the South Pacific. 
Western nations must re-
member that China will bring 
modified, more suitable deals 
in the future to the PI nations. 
Non-agreement to CDV is not 
the last of it. 

China will ramp up its secu-
rity, economic, commercial, 
logistical and diplomatic 
efforts to bring a more ac-
ceptable deal. Therefore, 
they need to stop waiting 
for China to start dominat-
ing the region, and instead 
take a more proactive role in 
tackling the challenges of the 
region.
Sharon Susan Koshy is a Re-
search Associate at Centre for 
Public Policy Research, Kochi. 
Akanksha Gupta is a Senior 
Associate at Centre for Public 
Policy Research, Kochi.

Is the South Pacific the new theatre of  
China-US rivalry?

ShaROn SUSan KOShy & aKanKSha GUpTa

The most important “statement” made by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi at the SCO summit in Uz-
bekistan’s Samarkand was, in reality, not a state-
ment, but the message that he sent out by not meet-
ing Chinese President Xi Jinping in a bilateral on the 
sidelines of the summit. The message was clear: Xi 
Jinping will have to earn the meeting by working for 
peace. As if to coincide with the SCO meeting, China 
put a hold on the joint US-India proposal to add Sa-
jid Mir, a Lashkar-e-Tayyaba terrorist, and one of 
the main persons behind the 26/11 terror attack on 
the UNSC 1267 sanctions list. Of course, China had 
done it earlier as well, several times, but the timing of 
this hold is being speculated to be deliberate, to show 
Chinese disapproval of the bilateral meeting not tak-
ing place. There was major speculation that China 
agreed to the pullout of troops from Patrolling Point 
15 (PP15) in the Hot Springs area in Ladakh to ensure 
that the two leaders could meet. From all accounts, 
the refusal to meet came from the Indian side, show-
ing that resolving the border dispute was a priority 
for India, specifically the restoration of status quo 

to pre-May 2020/Gal-
wan levels. Till date, 
even after 16 rounds 
of border talks, India 
has not been able to 
persuade China to 
pull out from the cru-
cial Depsang area. Ex-
perts say that the PP15 
pullout was supposed 
to take place soon 
after the disengage-
ment from the Kai-
lash Heights last year. 
Hence, if the Chinese 
thought that by tak-
ing action a year later 
they would make the 
Indians agree to a bi-
lateral, they obviously 
thought wrongly. Till 
date, China has not 
decreased the troops 
build-up along the 
Line of Actual Con-
trol, in fact, it has been 
reinforcing its pres-
ence along the LAC, 
making it impossible 
for things to return to 
normal. As External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar 
has made the Indian government’s position clear: 
the state of the border will determine India-China 
ties and that there has to be mutual sensitivity, mu-
tual respect, and mutual interest for ties to return to 
normal. It’s but natural that unless and until China 
respects India’s territorial integrity there cannot be 
any movement forward towards normality and to-
ken troops pullout is not reason enough to send the 
message to the world that everything is normal be-
tween India and China.

As for sending a message to the world, PM Modi 
did some plainspeaking with President Vladimir 
Putin, by politely but firmly pointing out that this 
was not the era of war and that the developing world 
was suffering because of supply chain disruptions 
in oil, fertilizers, etc, courtesy Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. In fact, his words should also serve as a 
clear message to those who ever doubted that In-
dia was truly neutral when it comes to the Russia-
Ukraine war, and instead was siding with Russia. 
Moscow has many friends in India and they would 
like to believe that Russia is winning the war, but 
the fact is that Russia has been suffering military re-
verses, and by weaponizing oil and gas it is not win-
ning any supporters from across the world. Putin 
has made the developing world a collateral damage 
in his war. Whatever be Putin’s reasons for going 
to war against Ukraine, it is increasingly looking 
like it’s more about his own ego and survival. Why 
should the world pay a price for it? India cannot be 
seen to be siding with him in this misadventure. By 
attending the SCO summit there was a risk of India 
being seen as a part of the China-Russia bloc. The 
PM’s firm message to Putin and the decision not to 
meet Xi Jinping, made it clear that India was in no 
one’s camp. And then on Friday itself, when the PM 
was in Samarkand, India voted in favour of allowing 
Ukrainian President Volodomyr Zelenskyy to ad-
dress the United Nations virtually, thus reaffirming 
its neutrality and dispelling all doubts on its sincer-
ity about upholding democratic values.

Joyeeta Basu

pERSpEcTIvE
IMPORTANT STATEMENT

NO-bILaTERaL WaS PM’S 
MESSagE TO XI

Till date, China has not 
decreased the troops build-
up along the Line of Actual 
Control, in fact, it has been 
reinforcing its presence 
along the LAC, making 
it impossible for things 
to return to normal. As 
External Affairs Minister 
s. Jaishankar has made 
the indian government’s 
position clear: the state of 
the border will determine 
india-China ties and that 
there has to be mutual 
sensitivity, mutual respect, 
and mutual interest for ties 
to return to normal. it’s 
but natural that unless and 
until China respects india’s 
territorial integrity there 
cannot be any movement 
forward towards normality 
and token troops pullout is 
not reason enough to send 
the message to the world 
that everything is normal 
between india and China.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi attends the 22nd 
Meeting of the Council of Heads of state of the shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (sCO), in samarkand on 16 
september 2022. ANi
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It is about one of the most 
horrific, hideous and 
dreadful mass killings 

which shook the nation 
when bodies of 11 members 
of same family were found 
hanged. This incident took 
place in the night of 30th 
June, 2018 and bodies were 
found on 1st July, 2018. It is a 
matter of utter surprise that 
a case of this sort did not find 
much space both in media 
reports and retention of the 
masses. The Burari Case still 
comes of shock and disbelief 
among common citizenry.  

The ChundawaT 
Family
Also known as Bhatia family, 
lived in double-story house 
in Burari, Sant Nagar vicin-
ity for around two decades, 
after shifting from their na-
tive-born town in Tohana, 
Haryana. The family ran a 
grocery store and plywood 
business in the area. The 
family had three generations 
of members living together 
happily under one roof, 
quite an example for mod-
ern day families in cities. 
They held high regard and 
respect in the community 
and everything seemed to 
be going good for the family. 
The family had 11 members 
namely, Narayani Devi (80), 
mother of Bhuvnesh, Lalit 
and Pratibha, Pratibha Bha-
tia (57), widowed daughter 
of Narayani Devi, Bhuvnesh 
(50), elder son of Narayani 
Devi, Lalit (45), younger son 
of Narayani Devi, Savita (48), 
elder daughter-in-law of 
Narayani Devi, wife of Bhu-
vnesh, Tina (42), younger 
daughter-in-law of Narayani 
Devi, wife of Lalit, Priyanka 
(33), daughter of Pratibha, 
Nitu (25), elder daughter 
of Bhuvnesh, Monu (23), 

younger daughter of Bhu-
vnesh, Dhruv (15), only son 
and youngest child of Bhu-
vnesh, Shivam (15), son and 
only child of Lalit. 

The sTory
The occurrence of the inci-
dent was brought to notice 
by neighbour named Gur-
charan Singh who used to go 
to morning walks with one 
of the deceased found bodies 
of the family hanged, blind-
folded, wire messed hands, 
knotted scarf over neck, (lat-
er cotton rubs found in ears) 
and called for an alert for the 
people. At first sight it clearly 
seemed to be a case of mass 
murder with 11 members of 
the family killed overnight 
but subsequently after due 
course of investigation po-
lice found very peculiar ag-
gregation of evidences which 
surely negated murder as a 
possibility reason being that 
the women of the house 
were found to be wearing all 
the ornaments and no signs 
of stress were found on the 
body apart from the neck 
marks. This also negated the 
burglary as a reason. Many 
components were raised in 
support of the mass suicide 
but the contention that the 
bodies were hanged, cotton 
plugged in ears, blindfolded 
seemed to be a lot of task to 
fit in onto the definition of 
suicide. Narayani Devi (80) 
was found lying dead in the 
other room beside her bed 
with a half-turned body. 
One more point which was 
peculiar to this case was all 
the bodies were just few cen-
timeters above the ground 
which gave certain doubts 
that maybe the crime was 
through with at some other 
place and later were the 
bodies brought back to the 
house, but then 11 bodies? 
Was it even possible? And 
that too in that time period? 
Another point to note was 
that the pet of the house 
named Tommy was found 
tied at the roof of the house. 
Neighbours confirmed that 
they heard Tommy barking 
whole night. When found, 
he was weeping and was in 
high fever, he was rushed to 
vet clinic. The youngest of 

all Shivam (15) was found to 
be playing cricket last night 
around 11:30 pm with his 
friends. There were numer-
ous questions around the 
horrific incidents. Bhopal 
Singh, husband of Narayani 
Devi died in 2007. The rea-
son of his death was found 
to be of natural causes but it 
was noticed that Lalit Bhatia 
post that incident became 
really very drawn-in and 
introvert and started spend-
ing time in lone most of the 
times. He was noticed to be 
involved in paranormal ac-
tivities as well, although not 
duly confirmed. It is at this 
stage that rumours did their 
part well in this case.  

invesTigaTion 
Rajeev Tomar, then Head 
Constable Delhi Police, Bu-
rari Police Station and also 
the family’s former neigh-
bour was the first one to 
be abreast about the spine 
chilling incident which was 
presumed to be a suicide ini-
tially. Forensic Science Labo-
ratory (FSL) was informed 
of the direful and awful inci-
dent. Later in the reports of 
the FSL about the faecal mat-
ter in the large intestines of 
the deceased it assured that 
the members of the family 
were not in stress, this for-
mally negated the possibil-
ity of murder anyway. Police 
recovered handwritten notes 
about “attaining salvation”, 
found in two registers, have 
foxed the investigators who 
said that they never saw an-
ything of this sort earlier. It 
mentioned of ‘badh tapasya’, 
which indicated that one had 
to get into a formation like a 
banyan tree with branches 
hanging, surprisingly that is 
exactly how the body forma-
tions were found to be. The 
notes stated as an instruc-
tion that, “God would be 
happy with these acts”. Af-
ter rigourous investigation 
11 diaries were found from 
the house with the oldest 
entry dating as back as to 
2007 and the latest entry 
was made last night before 
the incident took place. The 
language used in the diaries 
were instructional, com-
manding and directing. The 

Handwriting division, FSL 
submitted its report stating 
that the notes were being 
made by Lalit, Pratibha’s 
daughter, Priyanka, and 
Bhuvnesh’s daughter, Neetu. 
Few became witness stating 
that the Lalit and his wife 
were found to be buying the 
four stools from a shop late 
at night on 28th June, 2018. 
Further, on 30th June 2018 
at 9:40 pm, Tina was seen 
to be carrying some newly 
purchased tools with Neetu. 
At 10:29 pm, Lalit’s son, Shi-
vam, was seen opening their 
plywood shop and carrying 
a small bundle of wires up-
stairs. Evidence of a ritual 
that was performed the night 
before was discovered as 
well. A leftover ritual cumu-
lus pyre was found. From the 
ashes that were lying around 
the pyre, it was clear that the 
same was used a day prior 
to the incident. The Chun-
dawats changed their way 
of life as well. They ceased to 
consume and prepare non-
vegetarian meals. At home, 
Bhavnesh quit drinking. 
Pujas became a common oc-
currence. The number of 
stores expanded from one 
to three, including Lalit’s 
plywood shop, Bhavnesh’s 
grocery store, and the third 
one they were opening 
jointly, as well as the house’s 
floors. The relatives said the 
Bhatia family was gearing up 
for the wedding of Priyanka 
who got engaged last month. 
She was among those found 
dead. The 33-year-old, who 
worked for an IT company 
in Noida, discussed her up-
coming wedding with cous-
ins the evening before she 
was found dead. 

rumours
It is interesting to note that 
during the further investiga-
tion, hearsay and scuttlebutt 
it was brought to notice that 
the family of 11 had some 
interesting affection to the 
figure 11. The number of 
diaries found were 11. Sec-
ondly, some people of the so-
ciety specifically mentioned 
about the 11 pipes jutting 
outside the wall of the house 
owing some occult meaning. 
However, a very different 

story was portrayed by the 
neighbours stating that the 
said family was involved in 
plywood business and these 
pipes were installed specifi-
cally to make sure the toxic 
fumes could find easy exit. 
The Delhi Police, however, 
have clearly dismissed any 
link whatsoever between 
the pipes and the deaths. It 
was also speculated initially 
that the family suffered 
‘shared psychotic disor-
der’. According to police, 
Narayani Devi’s youngest 
son Lalit Bhatia, 45, plot-
ted the “mass suicide” and 
wrote down the notes with 
“instructions” although the 
majority of the writings were 
found to be written by Prat-
ibha’s daughter, Priyanka, 
and Bhuvnesh’s daughter, 
Neetu, although even his 
contributions in writings 
could be denied at face of it. 
He began writing these notes 
in 2015. The notes clearly in-
dicated that at some point of 
time the family had tried to 
unionize a “Social Assem-
blage” with Lalit’s father 
who died in 2007. It ap-
peared that Lalit was in delu-
sion or hallucination that his 
father was in constant touch 
with him and was provid-
ing instructions which he 
used to note down and the 
family seemed to agree and 
follow the same. There are 
also reports that avow his 
liking for spiritual, spectral, 
supernatural, apparitional, 
phantasmal and mystical 
literature apart from stat-
ing that he practised reiki, 
which is a Japanese form of 
alternative medicine. It is in-
triguing to mention that post 
an accident suffering injury 
Lalit Bhatia lost his voice and 
sense to communication ver-
bally therefore always used 
a notepad to communicate 
with the customers. One of 
the notes by Lalit predicted 
doom and advised the fam-
ily that they would be saved, 
which when translated read 
as follows, “in your endmost 
hours, while your last de-
sire is fulfilled, the sky will 
be wide-open and the earth 
will shingle; do not be af-
fright rather start chanting 
and vocalizing the mantra 

aloud. I will come to save 
you and family.” Lalit Bha-
tia allegedly told the family 
that he received this pass on 
from his father. The family 
was very superstitious and 
apparently believed that 
the end of the cosmos was 
near. The police however 
accepted that the same was 
evident that the family was 
blindly following all these 
“directions” without any 
force or whim and negation. 
One of the last notes read 
that that the mother would 
feed rotis (chapati) to each 
and everyone and the same 
was corroborated as the fam-
ily did order 20 rotis from a 
nearby restaurant but sur-
prisingly did not order any 
side dishes alongside. This 
is in furtherance to the fact 
that FSL found that after 
testing the faecal matter it 
was evident that nobody in 
the family was in stress and 
had these chapatis. The food 
was found to be partially di-
gested and FSL found parti-
cles of chapatis in intestine. 
The police also found the 
restaurant bill in the house. 
The food was delivered to the 
family by around 10.40 pm.

PsyChology au-
ToPsy
A higher-ranking senior 
doctor from the department 
of psychiatry at AIIMS 
Delhi suggested then that 
a “psychological autopsy” 
be conducted in the case 
to get to the bottom of the 
mystery. In layman’s term, a 
psychological autopsy would 
mean interacting with the 
victims’ relatives, friends 
and acquaintances to find if 
there was any pattern in the 
events outside the night of 
incident which could have 
been a catalyst in the action 
of the same, this could have 
been anything like were 
reading the same book or 
were part of any cult or were 
undergoing any treatment or 
maybe influenced by any oc-
cultist. People who are very 
emotionally and unstable 
are gullible, compromising, 
defenseless or vulnerable 
are prone to get into into 
suicide or self-annihilation 
pacts. Generally there are 

antithetical commonalities 
in such cases, whether of 
age, faith, religious belief or 
some other aspect. In this 
case we saw the entire ar-
ray of age groups with three 
generations of people liv-
ing together, the mind-set, 
outlook and the emotional 
status of individual who is 
aged 15 years is very differ-
ent to the one who is aged 
80 years. This is something 
really overwhelming noting 
the number of 11 deaths in 
the family. There is another 
theory which few clinical 
psychologists tend to believe 
i.e. apocalyptic theology. 
Mass or organized religion 
or cult self-annihilation and 
suicides happen more often 
than not in class or group 
that feel perplexed, confused 
and stuck in their living and 
beingness and they disbe-
lieve the control that they 
can actually exercise in con-
sequences of their life and 
leave it to the dismay of their 
lords (cult). Thence, they of-
tentimes consider that death 
is the only organic phenom-
enon possible.

ConClusion
The National Mental Health 
Policy of India says, “Poverty 
and mental ill-health are inti-
mately connected in a negative 
vicious cycle and those from 
lower socio-economic categories 
are more sensitive to mental-
health problems.” It pledges 
to enhance funding and as-
certain the accessibility and 
availability of sufficient qual-
ified and abled workers. The 
biggest problem with this is 
stigmatization of these kind 
of malady status which the 
policy is designed to combat 
but certainly fails to have any 
certain impact in the society. 
The preponderance of psy-
chic morbidity is found to be 
overflowing in metropolitan 
cities and upcoming towns, 
where there is a higher pro-
pensity and relative cardinal 
frequency of dementia prae-
cox, schizophrenic psycho-
sis, mood disorderliness, and 
neurotic or stress-related 
diseases. The reasons behind 
the same could be fast-paced 
lifestyles, continuous and 
never-ending stress cycle, 

vicious city life, breakdown 
of support structures, loss of 
family members like in this 
case and issues of economic 
disequilibrium. The Burari 
death incident questioned 
the very macrocosm of the 
Indian society. This ques-
tion becomes stronger and 
spine-chilling knowing the 
fact that the 11-membered 
family who killed them-
selves where educationally 
good and financially well-off, 
pointing out that the modern 
education and lifestyle defi-
nitely is either creating a void 
in human brain or rather en-
hancing the existing one or 
maybe unable to fulfill the 
desire of that one hooked 
corner of the human desire 
which they end up trying to 
achieve through unfavorable, 
planned and atrocious routes 
like these. The Bhatia Family 
was the perfect representa-
tion and example of the ‘Ide-
al Indian family’ which had 
its own hidden secrets for a 
lasting period of 11 cursed 
years. Mental illnesses are 
stigmatized, discredited and 
shamefaced across all social 
and economic classes. Re-
sultant, patients themselves 
are hesitant to seek medical 
assistance. In India, there is 
virtually too less of a foren-
sic psychiatric infrastruc-
ture and training available. 
The majority of psychiatric 
units lack a particularised 
forensic psychiatry ward. In 
an nonpareil perplexing and 
unclear case like this where 
there are no offenders found, 
no witnesses of the incident 
and no victims ideally, it is 
by and large very gnarly and 
knotty to reach a substantial 
and appreciating conclusion 
amidst wildfire rumours, ir-
rational and superstitious 
beliefs. The Burari death 
case is somewhat like that 
therefore even though the 
police investigators, foren-
sics, crime branch and other 
state actors involved did 
reach the conclusion that 
the entire case was a matter 
of accidental death although 
horrifying but simple to its 
determination, surviving 
family members and kin 
groups refused to concur the 
same till date. 

Revisiting the fundamentals of the BuRaRi mass Killings
in low

vivek Tiwari
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The Madras High Court 
in the case M Saravanan v. 
Principal Secretary and oth-
ers observed that the state 
government should show 
seriousness in removing 
invasive plant species from 
forests.

The Special bench com-
prising of Justice N Satish 
Kumar and Just ice  D 
Bharatha Chakravarthy 
were hearing a batch of cases 
regarding protection of the 
western ghats area.

In the present case, the 
state had informed the court 
that the files regarding re-

moval of invasive species 
were under consideration 
and had been sent to the Fi-
nance department for con-
currence.

The Court orally observed 
that the state had to show 
more seriousness in dealing 
with such issues.

The Court stated if seri-

ousness is not shown, entire 
forest will be gone. Invasive 
species affect the growth of 
ingenious species. Also, the 
court have indicated in ear-
lier orders that for removal 
of lantena and other invasive 
species, MGNREGA funds 
could be used. Therefore, the 
court is of the view that there 

will not be any difficulty for 
removing lantana.

Further, the court observed 
that various companies have 
been identified who were 
willing to spend funds for 
removal of the species under 
their Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR) Scheme. 
Thus, the Tamil Nādu News-

print & Paper Company 
had also come forward and 
agreed to take the invasive 
species after they were re-
moved.

Accordingly, the court di-
rected the state to pass nec-
essary orders and adjourned 
the case to 11th October for 
filing report.

The Delhi High Court 
while passing an ad interim 
injunction in favour of a 
famous online business to 
business internet market-
place in the case Indiamart 
Intermesh Limited v. Mr. 
Sameer Samim Khan & 
Ors observed and has re-
strained a person, who was 
allegedly duping public by 
misrepresenting himself 
as the company’s repre-
sentative and offering job 
opportunities, from using 
the mark ‘Indiamart’ or any 

other name which is identi-
cal to it.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Pratibha M Singh 
observed and has also di-
rected immediate blocking 
of the domain name https://
india-mart.co/ which was 
being operated by him and 
asked the police to conduct 
investigation in the matter.

The Court ordered that 
the domain name https://
india-mart.co/ shall be 
locked and suspended by 
the domain name regis-
trar- GoDaddy.com LLC. 
The Status quo shall be 

maintained as to the own-
ership of the domain name. 
Further, the email address, 
wecare@india-mart.co 
shall also be blocked by the 
Defendant No.3. i.e., Go-
Daddy.com.

In the present case, the 
Indiamart had sued Khan 
over illegal and unauthor-
ised adoption and use of its 
trademark, alleging that he 
was luring gullible persons 
and was offering them the 
‘work from home’ jobs un-
der the ‘Indiamart’s Data 
Entry Project’. Before the 
court, it was claimed that 

Khan was offering various 
plans to the public on pay-
ment of an application fees 
of Rs. 899 and 1199.

The Court stated that it 
is clear that Khan is “com-
pletely passing off” and in-
dulging in fraudulent activ-
ity by showcasing himself 
as Indiamart’s representa-
tive and collecting various 
sums of money by allegedly 
offering job opportunities.

Further, the court stated 
that the website leaves no 
doubt in the mind of the 
Court that the entire busi-
ness of Defendant No.1 is 

mala fide, dishonest and 
illegal and also contrary 
to law. Thus, the court has 
directed GoDaddy.com to 
place on record the details 
of the person who had reg-
istered the said domain 
name and if the same had 
been granted any request 
for ‘privacy protect feature’ 
to the Domain Name Regis-
trant.

However, the details re-
garding the payment re-
ceived from Khan and any 
further services being of-
fered to him have also been 
sought from GoDaddy.

It was observed that the 
court directed the ACP of 
Delhi Police’s Cyber Crime 
Unit to conduct an investi-
gation in the matter and to 
file a status report by the 
next date of hearing. It was 
also assured by the Officer 
to the Court that he will be 
speaking with the relevant 
bank for immediate freez-
ing of Khan’s bank account.

The court was also as-
sured by the counsel ap-
pearing for the bench that 
the bank account in ques-
tion will be immediately 
frozen.

Inter-Ministry, Bar & Bench 
Badminton Championship 
supported by the Ministry 
of Law and Justice in asso-
ciation with Fit India Move-
ment was held on 17th and 
18th September at Thyagaraj 
Sports Complex.

The event  was attended by 
Union Minister of Law and 
Justice Shri Kiren Rijiju on 
18th September. The Minis-
ter himself partic ipated in 
an exhibition match and en-
couraged everyone to take up 
sports. “Our Hon’ble Prime 
Minister is a sports enthu-
siast himself. Fit India also 
means Fit Judiciary and the 
it is important for the Ju-
diciary to remain active in 
many forms. This year was a 
humble beginning for some-
thing new for the Judiciary.”

The event started with 
the lighting of the lamp 
ceremony at the inaugural 
function by legal luminar-
ies Justice Vikram Nath, 
Mr. Vikas Singh, President 
of Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation, Dr. Anju Rathi 
Rana, Additional Secretary, 
Ministry of Law and Justice 

along with Mr. Singhi, MD 
and CEO of Dalmia Bharat 
Ltd and Ms. Abantika Deka, 
former International bad-
minton player and a member 
of the National Anti-Doping 
Agency.

“Under the supervision 
of Hon’ble Minister of Law 
and Justice Shri Kiren Rijiju 
Ji, The Ministry has decided 
to heartily support all the 
participants of the Inter-
Ministry, Bar & Bench Bad-
minton Championship” said 
Dr. Anju Rathi Rana, Addi-
tional Secretary, Department 
of Legal Affairs.

At the closing of the event, 
the Minister felicitated all 
the winners with trophies.A 
first-of-its-kind event the 
Inter-Ministry, Bar & Bench 
Badminton had participa-
tion from the Ministry of 
Law and Justice, Ministry of 
External Affairs, Bar Coun-
cil of India, Supreme Court 
Bar Association, Bar Coun-
cil of Delhi, Delhi High Court 
Bar Association, National 
Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT) & Appellate Tribu-
nal, Income Tax Appellate 
Tribunal, and Dalmia Bharat 
Limited.

ministRy of law and Justice 
suppoRts inteR-ministRy, 
BaR & Bench Badminton 
championship in association 
with fit india movement

Madras High Court Tells State: Show 
Seriousness In Removal Of Invasive Plant 
Species Else Forests Will Be Gone

delhi high couRt oRdeRs suspension of ‘fRadulent’ weBsite 
offeRing ‘woRK fRom home’ JoBs: tRademaRK infRingement

in low in low
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China had deployed a 
cunning strategy to 
outwit India but it 

could not succeed. The mas-
ters of Indian diplomacy did 
not allow his wish to be ful-
filled. You will be surprised 
to know that Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping wanted some 
pictures, some videos to be 
made having handshakes 
or exchanging smiles with 
Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi at the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
meeting. The question is, 
why?

Prior to delving into this 
question, it is important to 
know what this Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
is. Earlier, the name of this 
organisation was Shanghai-5 
and Kazakhstan, China, Kyr-
gyzstan, Russia, and Tajiki-
stan were its members. After 
Uzbekistan joined the or-
ganisation in 2001, its name 
was changed to Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation. 
In 2017, India and Pakistan 
joined it too. The objectives 
of this organisation include 
increasing cooperation in the 
fields of education, energy, 
transportation, tourism, 
and environmental protec-
tion, as well as peace and 
security. But quite strangely, 
China itself remains the big-
gest threat to the security of 
others.

So let us now examine 
what was China’s ploy in this 
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation summit. Remem-
ber that after a long standoff 
with China in Doklam, 
suddenly the matter was 
resolved. In fact, China was 
hosting the BRICS summit 
at that time and it wanted 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to attend it. China did 
exactly the same trick this 
time as well. The Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
summit was going to be held 
in Samarkand on September 
15 and 16, and on September 
9, the news suddenly came 
out that the armies of both 
the countries had agreed 
to retreat from Patrol Point 
15 in Ladakh during the 
meeting of Indian and Chi-
nese commanders. It was 
also assured that soldiers 
would retreat in just three 
days. Just imagine, how 

China, which was not ready 
to back down even an inch 
after dozens of meetings, 
agreed to withdraw all of a 
sudden. It did not take long 
for the masters of Indian 
diplomacy to understand 
that this is a Chinese design 
to lure India into its trap. It 
took this step so that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
would agree to meet Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
in Samarkand. There will 
be smiling pictures of both, 
videos will be recorded. Af-
ter that, China will be able to 

show the world that despite 
all kinds of controversies 
and tensions, its relations 
with India are fine. China 
has been constantly worried 
about why India is a member 
of the Quad, an organisation 
consisting of India, America, 
Australia and Japan. On one 
hand, China tries to brow-
beat India and on the other, 
it wants smiles too so that the 
new friends of India can be 
betrayed.

If you look at the current sit-
uation in the world, one thing 
is clear that there has been 

an increase in resentment 
towards China in the whole 
world. Stridency is also vis-
ible in America’s stance re-
garding Taiwan. The reality 
is that China has acquired the 
image of a villain through its 
actions. China has trapped 
42 countries including Sri 
Lanka and Pakistan in its 
debt trap. It is encroaching 
upon the resources of the 
debt-ridden countries. On 
the contrary, India’s image is 
shining in the world under 
the leadership of Narendra 
Modi. India has all the pos-

sibilities of becoming a pow-
erful country. China under-
stands this, so it keeps trying 
to deceive India and create 
confusion. It knows that this 
India is not the India of 1962, 
so it cannot even think of at-
tacking! Cheating is the only 
suitable way for it!

Our Prime Minister fath-
omed this gameplan of Chi-
na, thus ruling out the pos-
sibility of any meeting with 
Xi Jinping. China’s hopes 
were dashed. Besides, China 
or even Russian President 
Vladimir Putin did not an-

ticipate the frank stance that 
Modiji took on the current 
global problems. Pakistan’s 
Prime Minister Shahbaz 
Sharif was also there but 
there was no question of 
meeting him at all. During 
the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation’s summit, the 
Prime Minister not only 
lambasted Pakistan and 
China but also clearly told 
Putin in their meeting that 
this is not the time for war. 
At a time when China is fully 
supporting Russia in its at-
tack on Ukraine, the clear 
disapproval of Russian war-
mongering by Modiji is also 
a significant message for Pu-
tin. This message of Modiji is 
also being discussed in the 

media around the world. It 
is also worth noting that 
whenever Modiji has met 
Putin, both the leaders have 
displayed great warmth. 
They also hugged each oth-
er. But this time, they did not 
hug and only talked. Is this 
a mere coincidence or is it 
India’s diplomacy to avoid 
hugging a President who 
has attacked a small country!

However, the Chinese 
game has failed and China 
must be seething with anger, 
preparing to execute the next 
deceptive move. We need to 
be careful!

The author is the chair-
man, Editorial Board of 
Lokmat Media and former 
member of Rajya Sabha.

Jinping wanted ModiJi’s sMile..!
PM did not meet Xi Jinping and Shahbaz Sharif at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation meeting, and did not hug Putin either

poliCY & politiCs

Vijay DarDa

1. Global Trade Scenario 
and Indian Exports
Global trade is facing head-
winds more so after the 
Russia Ukraine war hav-
ing a huge impact on global 
crude and food prices. The 
WTO has already revised 
its forecast for the global 
trade from 4.7% to 3% in 
April,2022 and we expect a 
further downward revision 
in October, 2022.

The contraction in global 
trade is also visible from the 
sharp decline in the freight 
rates which have reduced 
by about 50% on major 
trade routes. The freight 
from Asia to North Europe 
and the US (West Coast) 
dropped from US$ 14,000 
to US$ 4,000 and US$ 
8,000 respectively.

With inflation plaguing 
all economies, inventories 
are very high globally in all 
economies as the purchas-
ing power has dwindled 
which has affected the off-
take and thus the demand 
is slowing. However, the 
demand for low value prod-
ucts is increasing by leaps 
and bounds. Therefore, 
while we expect volumes 
to remain intact, the value 
may take a hit. This is also 
because the prices of most 
commodities: steel, ferro 
alloys, plastic polymers, cot-
ton yarn, etc. have declined 
significantly. This will affect 
our exports in two ways: 
(i) the value of raw materi-
als exports will come down 
and (ii) the value of the final 
product manufactured out 
of such raw material will 
also be lowered since the in-
put prices have declined.

However, we also have 
various opportunities com-
ing in our way. Buyers are 
moving from China both as 
China is becoming costlier 
and less reliable with a zero 
covid tolerance policy and 

anti - China sentiments are 
gaining ground day by day. 
Lot of orders for low value 
products, which were a vir-
tual monopoly of China, are 
now coming to India.

While the Russia Ukraine 
war is a setback to our ex-
ports in the short run, we 
are looking to increase our 
exports to Russia once the 
Rupee payment mechanism 
gets operationalised. As per 
our study, we can add about 
US$ 5 billion in exports to 
Russia. With Europe main-
taining sanctions on Russia, 
we expect the trade to divert 
from Russia to India. This 
has already happened in 
respect of petroleum prod-
ucts, iron & steel and food 
products and likely to be 
further accentuated in times 
to come.
2. Rupee depreciation viz 
a viz Other Currencies
Contrary to general percep-
tion Rupee depreciation is 
not providing much com-
petitiveness as currencies 
of most of the countries are 
depreciating more steeply. 

Rupee has depreciated by 
8.1% as on 7th September, 
2022 from a year ago. How-
ever, a fairly large number of 
currencies have depreciated 
more steeply over the same 
period as can be seen in the 
table below:-

Today, Rupee is one of the 
best performing currencies 

in Asia meaning thereby 
that the competitiveness 
provided by the exchange 
rate is no longer with us. 
Therefore, there is a need to 
provide some other fiscal or 
non-fiscal support to help 
exports in this scenario.
3. Liquidity and Interest 
Rates
The demand for liquidity 
has gone up as buyers are 
delaying the payments and 
asking exporters to with-
hold further shipments or 
release small quantities of 
such shipments. There is 
a need to extend further 
credit to the export sector 
by automatically enhancing 
the limits by 20% or so as 
given under the Gold Card 
scheme, at least to the estab-
lished exporters.

Moreover, with inter-
est rates firming up, the 
MSMEs are getting credit 
at not less than 10-11%. This 
is likely to go up further as 
RBI is expected to increase 
the same again in October. 
The subvention for the In-
terest Equalization Scheme 

(IES) was reduced, when 
the scheme was extended 
from 30th September,2021 
to 31st March, 2024 as in-
terest rates were then com-
ing down. However, with 
complete change in the 
situation, there is an urgent 
need to restore the interest 
equalization benefit of 5% to 

manufacturer MSMEs and 
3% for all tariff lines as cost 
of credit is equally hurting 
all exporters. 
4. Indian Rupee Trade 
Mechanism
The exporters are very much 
encouraged by the RBI No-
tification allowing exports-
imports in Indian Rupee. 
This will help us to increase 
our exports to countries fac-
ing acute foreign exchange 
shortage or those covered 
by sanctions. However, to 
do costing for exports un-
der Indian Rupee, exporters 
require clarity with regard 
to (i)applicability of export 
benefits which we feel may 
be extended on the analogy 
of Iran for which such a fa-
cility has been provided. (ii)
Moreover, a lot of exporters 
who have imported under 
various schemes also re-
quire clarification regarding 
acceptance of export obliga-
tion in Indian Rupee against 
imports made in free foreign 
currency. (iii)In this context, 
ECGC should also revisit its 
coverage for Russia which 
has moved from open to re-
stricted cover and exporters 
are flagging the issue that 
ECGC is generally reluctant/
delays to provide such cover.

A related issue is the lo-
gistics for exports to Russia. 
We are very happy that the 
Government is considering 
using the INSTC route to 
reach Russia. The route re-
duces the voyage time and 
the cost. Unfortunately, the 
Indian banks are reluctant 
to negotiate any document 
when goods touch Iran, be-
ing a sanctioned country. 
Therefore, some clear in-
structions need to be given 
to the banks to negotiate the 
documents for goods routed 
through Iran with ultimate 
destination as Russia or CIS 
which is clearly available in 
the combined transport bill 
of lading.
5. GSP loss in EU particu-
larly for Machineries and 

electrical equipment and 
Plastics
India would be losing out 
GSP benefit in respect of 
Plastics, Articles of Leather, 
Articles of Stones and Ma-
chinery & Electrical Ap-
pliances with effect from 
1.1.2023. While our exports 
of Article of Leather under 
Chapter 43 and Article of 
Stone under Chapter 68 are 
not significant, we need to 
evaluate its impact on plas-
tics and machineries as they 
together have an export of 
about US$ 7.2 Bn in EU ac-
counting for over 20% of 
our exports of these prod-
ucts. The Government may 
engage with the industry to 
understand how the with-
drawal of GSP is going to af-
fect them and what strategy 
may be adopted so that we 
maintain our share in the 
EU market. 
6. Services
With headwinds clearly vis-
ible in merchandise trade, 
we need to push our Ser-
vices exports in the current 
fiscal so that we have the 
necessary cushion both on 
trade deficit and current 
account deficit. With econo-
mies opening up, we expect 
that the travel & tourism 
and aviation industry would 
help us to increase our ser-
vices exports significantly 
besides other sectors.
(i) Mode-II of services re-

quire little more support 
as lack of international 
travel in 2020-21 and 
2021-22 has affected a 
large number of travel & 
tourism sector exporters 
besides hotels. A scheme 
like SEIS may be consid-
ered for these sectors be-
sides some others.

(ii) We may also consider to 
operate the IGST refund 
to foreign tourists for 
which a provision was 
incorporated in the Act 
about 5 years back but 
still not operationalised. 
This will not only ben-

efit the tourism sector 
but also carpets, handi-
crafts, apparel, leather, 
handloom and gems 
& jewellery besides e-
commerce. 

(iii) The Interest Equali-
sation Scheme (IES) 
should be extended to 
the services sector as 
well since the cost of 
credit is equally affect-
ing them.

(iv) It is equally important 
to showcase our vari-
ous services in thrust 
or focused countries. 
Government may cre-
ate a corpus for mar-
keting of services glob-
ally through different 
organisations/ asso-
ciations with a target to 
reach US$ 1,000 billion 
by 2030.

7. E-Commerce
The e-commerce retail ex-

ports, which has a potential 
of 10x multiplier in 3 years, 
needs to be encouraged by 
addressing various regula-
tory issues and providing 
them at least the same ben-
efits which are available to 
the merchandise sector. We 
have already submitted our 
papers in this regard (at-
tached as Annexure-A) and 
would like the New Foreign 
Trade Policy to recognise 
the potential of the sector 
which can be a game chang-
er to show results in a very 
short time for some of the 
Government initiatives like 
GI products or One District 
One Product. 
8. Foreign Trade Policy 
The new Foreign Trade Pol-
icy is expected by the end 
of the month to provide a 
roadmap for reaching US$ 1 
trillion each in goods as well 
as services exports by 2030.
(i)  While the existing 

schemes are likely to 
continue, we are expect-
ing remodelling of the 
Special Economic Zone 
scheme by the DESH. 
The DESH will provide 

the plug & play facil-
ity to the industry to at-
tract FDI as well as the 
domestic investment 
encouraging companies 
to invest more in tech-
nologies.

(ii) Besides e-Commerce, 
certain services like 
R&D services can be a 
game changer as R&D 
and Innovation are re-
quired in every coun-
try. Recognition to R&D 
services and strategy to 
promote the same can 
help Indian exports in 
the longer run.

(iii) The new Foreign Trade 
Policy should focus on 
promoting exports un-
der Indian brands which 
will not only fetch more 
value for the product 
but will also take the 
country from the price 
sensitive segment of ex-
ports. Associations and 
EPCs may be given the 
mandate to promote in-
dividual products and 
services while exporters 
may be provided liberal 
funding, at competitive 
cost, to promote their 
brands.

(iv) The Foreign Trade 
Policy should have an 
increasing focus on digi-
tization so that various 
facilities and benefits 
may be made available 
online to the exporting 
community. As a fur-
ther step in the process, 
a faceless method for 
issuance of authoriza-
tions, amendments and 
closure of the cases may 
be pursued. The current 
system restricts the ex-
porters with the DGFT 
offices having jurisdic-
tion over their entities. 
In electronic processing, 
such jurisdiction is not 
relevant. The applica-
tion for authorisations, 
amendment and EODC 
may be marked by the 
system to any officer 

based on the workload, 
in a faceless manner, for 
optimum utilisation of 
manpower and giving 
the advantage of faceless 
processing to exporters.

(v) India is targeting US$ 
1 trillion of goods and 
services exports each 
by 2030. This would 
require new entrepre-
neurs, start-ups in ex-
ports and re-orientation 
of domestic companies 
including MSMEs to-
wards exports. We also 
expect lack of trained 
manpower in the exim 
segment, as a constraint, 
to take us towards 
such an ambitious but 
achievable target. To 
exclusively focus on the 
skill requirement of the 
foreign Trade, a Foreign 
Trade Sector Skill Devel-
opment Council may be 
set up. FIEO is willing 
to provide all secretarial 
assistance for the forma-
tion of such Council.

(vi) In many cases, due to 
slowdown in global trade 
and problem of liquidity, 
exporters have not been 
able to complete their 
export obligation within 
the time allocated. Such 
exporters are saddled 
with the responsibility 
of payment of customs 
duty with 15% interest. 
This heavy burden is af-
fecting exporters’ export 
efforts having a serious 
impact on export growth 
and employment. It is, 
therefore, proposed that 
the Government may 
provide a one-time ex-
tension of six months 
to allow such compa-
nies to complete export 
obligations under Ad-
vance Authorisation and 
EPCG Scheme. This will 
not only push the coun-
try’s exports but will also 
generate additional jobs 
emanating from such 
exports.

Need to push service exports : Federation of 
Indian Exports Organisations 

analYais 

Indian diplomacy dominated the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
summit. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi not only spoke bluntly but also 
gave a clear message, especially by not 
meeting Chinese President Xi Jinping, 
that India will not fall prey to China’s 
deceptions. Jinping wanted to have a 
smiling photo op with Modiji, but..!

Currency %age of depreciation as on 
7.9.2022 over previous year

Japanese Yen 16.1

Euro 16.8

British Pound 16.1

Turkish Lira 54.2

Pakistan Rupiah 25

Philippine Peso 12.5

South Korean Won 16.4

Thai Bhat 11

Argentina Peso 30.4

South African Rand 17.5

Chinese Yuan 7.3

tdg network



world the daily guardian review
tue sday |  20 sep tember 2022
new delhi10

top of the day

typhoon 
nanmadol 
kills 2 in japan
Tokyo: After making 
landfall in kagoshima 
Prefecture, typhoon 
Nanmadol was ap-
proaching the city of 
Fukuoka on Monday 
morning with a wind 
speed of 126 km per 
hour, The Japan Times 
reported. The meteo-
rological agency said it 
is expected to dump as 
much as 400 millime-
tres of rain in parts of 
the region as it heads 
in a northeast path that 
will take it along the 
west coast of the main 
island of Honshu.

tWo held after 
violence in 
east leicester
LoNdoN: Two people 
were arrested in East 
Leicester on Sunday 
after a clash erupted 
when groups of 
young men began an 
unplanned protest, the 
Leicestershire Police 
said in a statement.

According to the 
statement shared by 
Leicestershire Police on 
its Twitter handle, “Two 
arrests were made - one 
man on suspicion of 
conspiracy to commit 
violent disorder and one 
man on suspicion of 
possession of a bladed 
article.

taliBan 
confirms 
prisoner  
sWap With U.s.
kAbuL: Afghanistan’s 
acting Foreign Minister, 
Amir khan Muttaqi on 
Monday confirmed that 
the Taliban has freed 
an American engineer 
in return for an Afghan 
leader in a prisoner 
swap between the two 
countries.

Haji bashir Noorzai 
a senior member of 
the Taliban arrived in 
kabul today. Acting 
Afghan minister khan 
told a press conference 
here today that Noorzai, 
who was in uS custody 
since 2005 after his 
arrest on drug smug-
gling was released in 
exchange for American 
citizen Mark Frerichs.

coVid pandemic 
is oVer, 
declares Biden
WASHiNgToN: The 
covid-19 pandemic 
is over, uS President 
Joe biden announced 
during CbS’ ‘60 
minutes’ programme, 
The Washington Post 
reported.

While replying 
to a query over the 
covid pandemic, biden 
said, “The pandemic 
is over. We still have 
a problem with covid. 
We’re still doing a lotta 
work on it. it’s but the 
pandemic is over. if you 
notice, no one’s wear-
ing masks. Everybody 
seems to be in pretty 
good shape. And so 
i think it’s changing. 
And i think this is a 
perfect example of it.” 
biden made the re-
marks on Wednesday 
during an interview at 
the auto show in de-
troit, referencing the 
crowds at the event. 
The annual auto show 
had not been held 
since 2019.

US President Joe 
Biden has stated 
that American forc-

es would defend Taiwan 
against a Chinese invasion, 
his most explicit statement 
on the issue of cross-strait 
relations to date. 

Responding to a query 
over defending Taiwan in 
the event of a Chinese in-
vasion, Biden said the US 

would defend Taiwan “if in 
fact there was an unprec-
edented attack,” accord-
ing to The Washington Post 
citing CBS’s “60 Minutes” 
programme. Since Russia 
started its special military 
operation in Ukraine, Scott 
Pelley, the interviewer in 
the 60-minute program, 
pressed Biden on whether 
the situation would be dif-
ferent in the event of an at-
tack on Taiwan. 

“To be clear, sir, unlike 

Ukraine, US forces US men 
and women would defend 
Taiwan in the event of a Chi-
nese invasion?” 

The interview is the lat-
est of several occasions in 
which Biden has said that 
the United States would 
come to Taiwan’s defence 
militarily if China were to 
attack. Each time, White 
House officials emphasised 
that his remarks did not 
represent any change in US 
policy. 

Recently, a Biden admin-
istration official pointed out 
the remarks made by Presi-
dent Biden in May, when he 
told reporters that the prac-
tise of strategic ambiguity 
toward Taiwan remained. 
At that time, Biden did not 
say that he would send US 
troops to Taiwan in defence 
of the country, according to 
The Washington Post. 

A representative from the 
State Department did not 
immediately respond to a 

request for comment Sun-
day. The “60 Minutes” seg-
ment erroneously stated 
that US policy since 1979 
has recognised Taiwan as 
part of China. 

Under the United States’ 
“one-China policy,” the 
American government 
under various administra-
tions has for decades ac-
knowledged Beijing’s view 
without taking a position on 
the status of Taiwan’s sover-
eignty. 

explicit statement

Biden says U.s. WoUld defend 
taiWan from chinese inVasion
TDG NETWORK
WASHiNgToN

changing geopolitics

Ukraine war side effects: 
China makes subtle shift 
in relations with Russia
TDG NETWORK
bEiJiNg

As the Ukraine war con-
tinues, China’s position on 
Russia has subtly shifted, 
according to media reports. 
Beijing still wishes to redi-
rect the evolution of the glob-
al order, but has decided not 
to trumpet that it is working 
with Russia to do so, at least 
for the time being. 

However, as China keeps 
its distance and explic-
itly mentions working with 
Russia together to reshape 
the current international 
system, one must not forget 
that the partnership with 
Russia is too important for 
Beijing to truly abandon its 
ally, The Diplomat said. 

For instance, Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping, in his June 
15 phone call with Russia 
President Vladimir Putin, 
talked about cooperation on 
“the development of the in-
ternational order and global 
governance towards a more 
just and reasonable direc-
tion.” 

However, one can read it 
as a subtle critique when Xi 
said “China will work with 
Russia to fulfil their respon-
sibilities as major countries 
and play a leading role in in-
jecting stability into a world 
of change and disorder.” 

In this quote, Xi may be 
implying that Russia is 

not currently fulfilling its 
responsibility as a major 
country or contributing to 
global stability, as reported 
by The Diplomat. These are 
the sorts of intrinsic com-
ments that Xi is making. 

The last time before the 
recent Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization Meeting, 
Xi and Putin shook hands 
on February 4 in Beijing, 
where Putin was attending 
the Opening Ceremony of 
the Winter Olympic Games. 
Back then, their joint state-
ment famously declared 
that “friendship between 
the two States has no lim-
its.” 

In the same vein, the Sep-
tember 15 SCO meeting is 
largely quiet on strategic 
cooperation between China 
and Russia. 

While Xi acknowledges 
“effective strategic commu-
nication” between the two, 
that is a qualitative shift 
from his promise back in 
June that “China is willing 
to work with Russia to con-
tinue deepening their stra-
tegic coordination.” 

Instead, in this week’s 
meeting Xi pointedly em-
phasized more anodyne 
fields of cooperation, like 
sports exchanges and peo-
ple-to-people relations.

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping.

After a bus carrying people 
to a covid quarantine site 
flipped over in the early 
hours of Sunday, killing 27 
people and leaving another 
20 injured, authorities in 
southwest China’s Guizhou 
Province urged an investiga-
tion team to be set up imme-
diately to identify the cause 
of the accident, Global Times 
reported. 

The authorities said that 
as part of the investigation, a 
review of the transfer of all 
personnel related to quaran-
tine and traffic safety will be 
carried out to evade such in-
cidents in the future, the me-
dia portal added. On Sunday, 
at around 2:40 am, the crash 
was reported to relevant de-
partments. 

Following the informa-
tion, the rescue forces were 

immediately dispatched to 
the site on a highway section 
from Sandu to Libo in Qian-
nan Buyi and Miao Autono-
mous Prefecture in Guizhou. 
Later, at 5 p.m. the same day, 
27 people had been found 

dead. Another 20 were in-
jured, and they were sent to 
hospitals for treatment.

As per the initial investiga-
tion, it was found that the 
vehicle involved in the crash 
was transferring epidemic-
related personnel to a quar-
antine site. Apart from a 
driver and a staff member, all 
the other 45 people were lo-
cal residents. While address-
ing the press on Sunday, 
Lin Gang, Deputy Mayor of 
Guiyang, capital of Guizhou 
Province, provided further 
details into the matter, say-
ing that the bus was set off at 
12:10 am. 

The onsite rescue opera-
tion had been completed, 
and the treatment of the in-
jured and rehabilitation of 
the victim were organized. 
On Saturday evening prior 
to the incident, Hu Zhongx-
iong, Municipal Party chief 
of Guizhou’s capital city of 

Guiyang, said that quaran-
tine transfer is an important 
link in epidemic prevention 
and control, and a central-
ised quarantine is particu-
larly crucial in cutting off 
transmission chains .

in china

gUizhoU aUthorities 
Urge proBe into 
coVid qUarantine 
BUs crash killing 27
TDG NETWORK
guizHou

As per the initial investigation, it was found that the vehicle 
involved in the crash was transferring epidemic-related 
personnel to a quarantine site.

media reports

taliBan to Ban tiktok, 
pUBg Within next 
three months
TDG NETWORK
kAbuL

The Taliban is going to ban TikTok and PubG applications 
in Afghanistan within the next three months, media reports 
said, citing an announcement by the Taliban-led telecommu-
nication department. 

The Taliban announced the ban in a meeting with the 
representatives of the security sector and a representative 
from the Sharia law enforcement administration, who have 
decided to ban both TikTok and PubG applications in Af-
ghanistan within a 90-day period of time, reported Khaama 
Press. TikTok and PubG will be banned within a month and 
within the next 90 days, respectively, as per the decision, re-
ported Khaama Press. 

Afghanistan’s telecommunication and internet service 
providers have shared the information regarding the ban 
and have been asked to follow the guidelines within the 
stipulated time. 

meeting in london

PM Shehbaz, Nawaz Sharif 
agree on conducting next 
elections at stipulated time

Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif and Paki-
stan Muslim League-N su-
premo Nawaz Sharif agreed 
on holding the next general 
elections at the stipulated 
time, local media reported. 
The Sharif brothers held a 
meeting in London where 
the two talked about the next 
general elections, Geo News 
reported, citing sources. The 
brothers also agreed that the 
present coalition govern-
ment will complete its con-
stitutional term. 

The Pakistan PM, who 
is in London to attend the 
state funeral of late Queen 
Elizabeth II, held a three-
and-a-half  hours-long 
meeting with Nawaz Sharif 
and discussed a range of is-
sues concerning the coun-
try. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf Chairman Im-
ran Khan, who has repeat-
edly demanded the next 
general election, said that he 

cannot wait any further and 
will “call on the public” if his 
demands are not met. 

Both the leaders deliber-
ated over making changes 
to the Punjab government 
during the meeting, and 
to that end, the name of 
Hamza Shehbaz, among 
other possible candidates, 
was considered for the post 
of the province’s chief min-
ister, reported Geo News, 
citing sources. A discus-
sion related to important 
appointments in November 
was also held during the 
meeting, the sources said. 

Earlier this month, while 
speaking during a public 
rally in Faisalabad, the for-
mer Prime Minister called 
out the government, saying 
that it was delaying the elec-
tions to appoint an army 
chief of its own and that if 
a “patriotic chief of army 
staff” came in, he would not 
spare the incumbent rulers. 

Lamenting the impact of 
floods in Pakistan, the for-
mer prime minister said 
that the 2010 floods and the 
current ones had caused im-
mense devastation, particu-
larly in Sindh.
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Pakistan Muslim League-N supremo Nawaz Sharif (left) and 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

poWer conflict

china exploiting 
Ukraine War to 
Warn U.s. of  
its threats
TDG NETWORK
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China is fully exploiting the 
Russia-Ukraine crisis to warn 
the US of its threats, a classic 
example of “killing the chicken 
to scare the monkey”, accord-
ing to GeoPolitica. 

From China blaming NA-
TO’s expansion for Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine to blaming 
Ukraine’s desire to join NATO 
for endangering Russian se-
curity or even condemning 
anti-Russia sanctions imposed 
upon the outbreak of the war, 
Beijing’s intentions are only 
to threaten the US amid the 
ongoing power conflict, GeoPolitica reported. More of this 
becomes clear when one looks closer at Beijing launching a 
diplomatic push in impossible circles. A lot of China’s con-
demnation of the West comes as Beijing finds itself in the 
midst of a huge strategic problem. 

An interesting point was made by the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace’s Evan Feigenbaum. It identifies 
China’s three core objectives in the Russian-Ukrainian War. 

First up is China’s strategic partnership with Russia. The 
second is to show its commitment to long-standing foreign 
policy principles of “territoriality” and “non-interference,” 
and last but not least is China’s desire to minimise collateral 
damage from EU and US sanctions, GeoPolitica reported. 

Right since the war started on February 24, Beijing officials 
have been doing extensive globetrotting. From February 24 
to May 19, Beijing had 64 diplomatic talks with international 
colleagues to address the ongoing conflict in Ukraine. 

However, one must note that this diplomatic effort is divided 
into two sections. The first stage concentrated on Western na-
tions in order to manage the impact of Western policy results, 
and the second is China’s move to focus on poorer countries. 

For instance, on March 15, US National Security Advisor 
Jake Sullivan met with Politburo member Yang Jiechi and 
reiterated the United States’ commitment to a cohesive NATO. 
Following the Sullivan-Yang meeting on March 15, China’s 
diplomatic campaign moved its focus to poorer countries. 

A lot of China’s condemnation 
of the West comes as Beijing 
finds itself in the midst of a 
huge strategic problem. 

‘Unarmed Bangalees’

liBeration War 
affairs minister 
seeks international 
recognition of 1971 
Bangladesh genocide
TDG NETWORK
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Bangladesh Liberation War 
Affairs Minister AKM Mo-
zammel Haque on Sunday 
called upon all who believe 
in the spirit of the Libera-
tion War to be united in 
realising the international 
recognition of the genocide 
carried out in the 1971 Lib-
eration War on unarmed 
Bangalees. 

During a press conference 
at the Jatiya Press Club in 
Dhaka, Haque stated that 
international recognition 
of the 1971 genocide would 
be impossible to achieve 51 
years after independence, 
according to Bangladesh 
Sangbad Sangstha (BSS), the Bangladesh News Agency. 

However, Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s gov-
ernment declared March 25 as National Genocide Day. The 
minister sought international recognition for March 25 as 
“International Genocide Day,” Bangladesh Support Group, 
an organisation of the Netherlands’ expatriate Bangladesh-
is, Projonmo 71, an organisation of children of martyrs, and 
Amra Ekattor jointly organised the press conference with a 
view to achieving United Nations recognition for the genocide 
launched in Bangladesh. 

Haque said Pakistani occupation forces, with the coopera-
tion of their local collaborators, killed 30 lakh people during 
the nine-month Liberation War; they violated 2 lakh women, 
set houses on fire, and carried out massive looting all over the 
country, according to the Bangladesh News Agency. 

Meanwhile, two internationally acclaimed organisations 
working on the prevention of genocide worldwide, namely 
the Lemkin Institute for Genocide Prevention and Genocide 
Watch, have recognised the 1971 genocide and issued state-
ments to that effect, reported the Bangladeshi publication 
The Sun. 

In their statements, they have emphatically recognised 
the mass killings, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and 
genocide committed by Pakistan and called upon the inter-
national community, including the United Nations, to come 
forward and recognise the genocide. 

Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina’s government has 
declared 25 March as the National 
Genocide Day.
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The surprising and blister-
ing advance of Ukrainian 
forces into Russian-held ter-
ritory in Ukraine this month 
has most probably led sev-
eral Middle East countries, 
which a few months ago 
were seriously studying a 
possible re-alignment to-
wards Russia, to re-examine 
the whole question and try to 
improve their relations with 
the United States. Ukraine’s 

military this month has 
managed to recapture more 
than 3,000 square miles of 
land in the country’s north-
east and south, causing a big 
strategic loss for Kremlin 
and driving Russian forces 
into a chaotic retreat.

This retreat shows the dis-
mal shortcomings of Rus-
sia’s military planning, co-
ordination and execution of 
military operations.

The Russian Defense Min-
istry described the retreat 
as a decision “to regroup” 

its troops, even though a 
day earlier it had said that 
it was moving to reinforce 
its defensive positions in 
the region. It is really a far 
cry from the boasts made 
at the start of the invasion 
that “Kyiv will be conquered 
within 72 hours” and “a 
Russian puppet-govern-
ment will be installed in 
Ukraine in days.” It should 
be mentioned that Russia 
has its only naval facility in 
the Mediterranean region in 
the Syrian port of Tartus.

Ukrainian advance

rUssia’s war losses may 
make middle east nations 
think of realignment
TDG NeTwork
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Amid surging cases of ter-
rorism in the Swat district 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province of Pakistan, hun-
dreds of protestors gathered 
to condemn the recent terror 
incidents and demanded ac-
tion to stop the resurgence 
of terrorists in the valley on 
Sunday. Seeking peace in the 
terror-stricken valley, the 
agitators comprised a large 
number of youths, elders, 
lawyers, transporters, trad-
ers, doctors, and students 
who held placards inscribed 

with slogans against the ter-
rorists and seeking peace, 
Dawn reported. Apart from 
lambasting the government 
for not taking appropriate 
actions against terrorists 
and the surge in criminal 
activities in Pakistan, pro-
testors also questioned the 
silence of Chief Minister 
Mahmood Khan and the 
elected representatives over 
the matter.  As per Dawn, 
the activists included Zahid 
Khan, Brigadier General 
Saleem Khan, Abdul Jab-
bar Khan, Sher Shah Khan, 
Akhtar Ali, Ayub Ashar-
ey, Dr. Khalid Mahmood, 

Idrees Bacha, and Sardar 
Yousafzai, amongst many 
others. Since the Taliban 
took control of Afghanistan, 
Pakistan has increasingly 
complained of attacks across 
the border from Afghani-
stan, an issue that has be-
come a source of diplomatic 
tension. Talks between the 
two sides began in October 
2021 to seek a political solu-
tion to the issue. The talks 
that were held at the request 
of the Afghan Taliban led to 
a one-month ceasefire in No-
vember. However, the truce 
could not last long as differ-
ences emerged soon.

in pakistan

Residents hold protests 
against surging cases of 
terrorism in Swat
TDG NeTwork
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‘hijab police’

Iranian women chop off hair to mark 
protest over death of Mahsa Amini

A slew of protests 
erupted in Iran on 
Sunday over the 

death of Mahsa Amini, a 
22-year-old woman, fol-
lowing her detention by the 
country’s morality police as 
women protesters cut their 
hair and burnt hijabs to pro-
test against the mandatory 
veiling of women, media re-
ports said. 

Masih Alinejad, an Ira-
nian journalist and activist, 
shared on her social media 
account a video of women 
cutting their hair and wrote, 
“Iranian women show their 
anger by cutting their hair 
and burning their hijabs to 
protest against the killing 
of Mahsa Amini by hijab 
police.” “From the age of 7, if 
we don’t cover our hair, we 
won’t be able to go to school 
or get a job.”We are fed up 

with this gender apartheid 
regime,” she added. 

In another tweet, an Ira-
nian journalist shared the 
visuals from the Tehran 
University and said that the 

students joined the protest 
against the killing of Mahsa 
Amini by “Hijab police.” She 
also said that the Iranians 
were outraged. 

“Yesterday the security 

forces opened fire at pro-
testers in Saghez City, but 
now Tehran has joined the 
protest,” Alinejad said in a 
tweet. 

In a series of tweets, Aline-
jad shared another video 
on her Twitter handle and 
said that the “brave women” 
stormed the streets on the 
second day and chanted 
“Don’t be afraid, we are all 
united.” She also informed 
me that the security forces 
opened fire at protesters and 
injured some of them, but 
this doesn’t stop the people 
from raising their voices 
against the wrongdoing. 

As per Al Jazeera, Mahsa 
Amini, 22, was on a visit 
to Tehran with her family 
when she was detained by 
the specialist police unit. 
After a while, she suffered a 
heart attack and was imme-
diately taken to the hospital 
with the cooperation of the 

emergency services. 
“Unfortunately, she died 

and her body was trans-
ferred to the medical exam-
iner’s office,” state television 
said on Friday, reported Al 
Jazeera. The announcement 
came a day after Tehran po-
lice confirmed Amini had 
been detained with other 
women for “instruction” 
about the rules.

Human rights activists 
who have spoken to the fam-
ily said the police grabbed 
Amini and forced her inside 
a police vehicle, CNN report-
ed quoting IranWire. Her 
brother, Kiarash, intervened 
however the police told him 
that they are taking his sister 
to the police station for one 
hour of “re-education.”

Her brother waited outside 
the police station for her to 
be released however an am-
bulance pulled up and took 
his sister to the hospital.
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‘Iranian women are fed up with the gender apartheid regime’.

pUnjab cabinet meet

revolUtion is knocking at pakistan’s doorstep: imran khan

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
chief Imran Khan on Sun-
day said that a revolution is 
knocking at Pakistan’s door-
step and a passage should be 
created for political stabil-
ity by organising early elec-
tions, local media reported.  
This comes after the PTI 
chief held a meeting with the 
members of the Punjab cabi-

net in which they exchanged 
political and administrative 
matters of the province, ARY 
News reported. 

During the meeting, for-
mer Chief Minister Usman 
Buzdar, Punjab Assembly 
Speaker Sibtain Khan, and 
other participants of the par-
liamentary party took stock 
of the prevailing political 
scene with particular refer-
ence to the province, dev-
astation caused by floods, 

relief and rehabilitation of 
flood victims, among other 
matters. 

The meeting also wit-
nessed a discussion on the 
need to further strengthen 
the coordination among the 
coalition partners in addi-
tion to greater interaction 
and cooperation among the 
ruling party members in the 
province.

Besides, the PTI chief also 
congratulated provincial 

cabinet members for grab-
bing an outstanding vic-
tory in the Punjab by-polls.  
He said that PTI’s victory in 
the Punjab by-polls exhib-
ited the nation’s confidence. 
Khan asked the Punjab cabi-
net and parliamentary party 
to firmly stand with the na-
tion in the narrative of real 
independence.

“The nation is with us, and 
we have to go ahead with 
elections soon. “The early 

election is not a requirement 
of the PTI but inevitable for 
the betterment of the coun-
try,” he added.

Presidents and general 
secretaries of important 
districts of PTI, including 
Bahawalpur, Faisalabad, 
and Jhelum, held important 
meetings with Imran dur-
ing which organisational 
matters and other impor-
tant issues were discussed 
in detail.
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224 rooms 
and suites
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All day dining

52,000 sq ft of 
events space
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United 
Kingdom’s 

King Charles 
lll meets 

people who 
come to pay 

tribute to the 
UK’s longest-

serving 
monarch 

Queen 
Elizabeth ll, 

in London on 
Sunday. ANI

IN LOVING MEMORY 

#HarrdySandHuInTIranga 

FanS excITed For 
#HarrdySandHuInTIranga, 
declare IT a blockbuSTer FIlm 
already
Actor and singer Harrdy Sandhu on Monday took over 
the top trends on Twitter, soon after the announcement 
of his upcoming film Code Name Tiranga, co-starring 
Parineeti Chopra. Sharing the official poster of the film 
on Twitter, Harrdy wrote, “Nation. Love. Sacrifice, ” add-
ing #CodeNameTiranga releasing in cinemas on 14th 
October 2022.” Written and directed by Ribhu Dasgupta, 
Code Name Tiranga is produced by TSeries and Reli-
ance Entertainment. 

Reacting to the official poster of the film, one of the 
users said, “#HarrdySandhuInTiranga is going to be 
legendary, mark my words!”

The second user said, “#HarrdySandhuInTiranga 
promises a new avatar and I cannot wait for the movie to 
release already!”

The third user said, “#HarrdySandhuInTiranga looks 
magical in the poster already, the movie is going to be 
one for the books!”

“Bollywood isn’t ready for #HarrdySandhuInTiranga, 
he will takeover in no time, ” another user added. 

The most 
important 
thing for a 
player is what 
his captain, 
coach and 
teammates 
think of him in 
the dressing 
room.

— K.L. RahuL

BRAIN-PICKING

Vice-captain of Indian cricket team, ahead of clash against 
Australia.

VIRAL 

ENRIquE IGLEsIAs LOCKs 
LIPs wIth fAN ON stAGE

TDG NeTwork
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American singer Enrique Iglesias shocked his fans with a 
video he posted on Instagram. In the clip, Enrique, who has 
been dating Anna Kournikova for 20 years, is seen getting 
intimate with a fan!

In the video, the singer is initially seen giving the woman 
fan a kiss on the cheek while posing for a selfie. Soon, the 
fan turned her head towards him and started kissing him. 
What shocked his fans, even more, was Enrique’s reaction 
to the peck.

Instead of turning away, Enrique continued making out 
with the woman!

According to Page Six, Enrique and Anna started dating in 
2001 when they met on the sets of his ‘Escape’ music video. 
After a brief breakup in 2013, they reconciled. Anna also 
has “Iglesias” listed as her last name in her Instagram bio, 
although the two aren’t legally married.

The two share three children: 4-year-old twins Nicholas and 
Lucy and 2-year-old Mary.

enrique Iglesias kissing the fan. 

The return of Night 
Cricket in Kashmir

sPORts 

TDG NeTwork
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Cricket tournaments held 
under floodlights are now 
bringing cheer to thousands 
of sports enthusiasts in Jam-
mu and Kashmir. There was 
little development of sports 
infrastructure in Kashmir 
after militancy broke out in 
1990. But, sports infrastruc-
ture is being built in the 
valley during the past few 
years.

Just two international 
cricket matches had been 
played in Kashmir before 
the eruption of militancy. 
The last international cricket 
match was held in Srinagar’s 
Sher-e-Kashmir cricket sta-
dium between India and 
Australia in the autumn of 
1986.

As the news of the match-
es--which were scheduled to 
be played in the North Kash-
mir Pattan area under flood-
lights--went viral on social 
media, people left the cosy 
atmosphere at their homes 
and rushed to the ground.

The event was inaugurated 
by the chairman of Munici-
pal Committee Pattan, Prit-

pal Singh Oberoi. After in-
augurating the event, he said 
that sports have a positive 
and constructive role in our 
social and psychological de-
velopment and such events 
enable our youth to divert 
their attention towards posi-
tive pursuits.

He said that various initia-
tives are being taken to de-
velop sports infrastructure 
so that more and more sports 
activities are promoted and 
he assured of every possible 
assistance on the part of the 
administration.

Over 20,000 spectators 
who came from every nook 
and corner of northern 
Kashmir cheered and en-
couraged the players dur-

ing the match being held 
under floodlights at Pattan. 
Mohammad Lateef Ganaie, 
organiser of the Presidents 
Cup 2022, said that it was 
a major development in the 
history of sports in J&K and 
he hoped they would hold 
such matches in future.

“In the evening, thousands 
of spectators come here to 
watch the match, which has 
never been seen here before 
as such events are being held 
for the first time in our re-
gion,” Tabish Ayaz, a young 
cricketer, said. 

Meanwhile, a similar 
league is being played in the 
Durhama area of Baramulla 
district, where 65 cricket 
teams are competing. 

Night cricket tournament in kashmir. 
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hEARtwARMING 

Fifteen years after 
smashing England 
pacer Stuart Broad 

for six consecutive sixes in 
an over during the ICC T20 
World Cup 2007, former 
Indian all-rounder Yuvraj 
Singh was seen relishing that 
moment once again with his 
son.

Yuvraj took to Twitter to 
share a heartwarming vid-
eo, in which he can be seen 
watching himself hit broad 
all over the park with his 
son Orion.

“Couldn’t have asked for 
a better partner to watch 
this with after 15 years. 
#15YearsOfSixSixes #This-
DayThatYear # Throwback 
#MotivationalMonday # 
GetUpAndDoItAgain #Six-
Sixes # OnThisDay,” Yuvraj 
wrote on Twitter.

On this day in 2007, former 
Indian all-rounder Yuvraj 
Singh became the first-ever 
T20I batter and second bat-
ter in international cricket 
after South Africa’s Her-
schelle Gibbs (ODI) to smash 
six sixes in an over, against 
England at Durban during 
the ICC T20 World Cup 
2007.

It was the Super Eight 
phase of the World Cup. Af-
ter losing their first match-
es, both India and England 

desperately needed a win 
to boost their chances in the 
semis.

India was dominating their 
second Super Eight match 
against England, at 171/3 in 
18 overs after choosing to 
bat first. After exchanging 
a few heated words with all-
rounder Andrew Flintoff, 
Yuvraj was all fired up and 
all set to unleash his hard-
hitting game against Eng-
land.

But what happened later 
was unprecedented in the 
shortest format of the game. 

Stuart Broad, who came 
to bowl the 19th over, was 
smashed for 6,6,6,6,6,6. 
Flintoff and Yuvraj had an 
argument, and it was Broad 
who paid the price.

The pacer was smashed all 
over the park, with one six 
going to the cow corner, the 
second one a flick over back-
ward square leg, and the 
third being a hit over the ex-
tra cover region. The fourth 
ball saw Yuvraj smash a full 
toss to the backward point 
region, making it four sixes 
in a row. The southpaw 

smashed the fifth ball over 
the midwicket region. The 
final and landmark-making 
sixth six was smacked over 
the mid-on region, much to 
the delight of Indian fans in 
the crowd.

 With this, he also reached 
his half-century, the fastest 
in T20I cricket history, in 
just 12 balls.

«And he has put it away...
YES! Six sixes in an over. 
Yuvraj Singh finishes things 
off in style!» These words of 
commentator and former 
cricketer Ravi Shastri were 
the finishing touches that 
this remarkable moment 
needed and deserved. These 
words still ring in the ears of 
millions of fans.

Thanks to these sixes, India 
finished things at 218/4 in 20 
overs, with Yuvraj scoring 
58 off just 16 balls with three 
fours and seven sixes and a 
massive strike rate of 362.50. 
Contributions from openers 
Gautam Gambhir (58) and 
Virender Sehwag (68) also 
helped the Men in Blue reach 
this score.

Chasing 219, England could 
only score 200/6 in their 20 
overs. Knocks from Vikram 
Solanki (43) and Kevin Pi-
etersen (39) were solid, but 
pacers Irfan Pathan (3/37) 
and RP Singh (2/28) kept 
the run flow under control 
to help Team India win the 
match by 18 runs. 

Yuvraj Singh relives 6 sixes 
in one over with his son

Yuvraj Singh with his son. 

DEVOtION 

‘PEt-fRIENDLY’ DuRGA PujA 
ORGANIsED IN NORth KOLKAtA
TDG NeTwork
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As the festival of Durga 
Puja is nearing, people are 
coming up with one cre-
ative idea after the other. A 
similar example was seen in 
North Kolkata’s Bidhan Sa-
rani Atlas Club, which came 
up with the first of its kind 
‘Pet-friendly’ Puja Pandal.

In the idol, the ‘Asur’ was 
replaced by two street dogs 
who were seen praying for 
shelter before Maa Durga, 
showcasing the theme of 
‘Shelter for pets’. The ‘Asur’ 
has been depicted riding a 
motorcycle and crushing 
the small puppies under its 
wheel. It represents those 
people, who hate pets and 
torture street dogs.

The Secretary of Bidhan 
Sarani Atlas Club, Biswajit 
Ghosh, said, “We know that 
we have to face controversy 
over the idol, but earlier the 
traditional Durga idol used 
to have ten hands, but now 
it has also changed. This 
social issue is important to 
show how street dogs are 
being treated. This year 

we have received the Cul-
tural Heritage Award from 
UNESCO. “

The ten-day festival marks 
the worship of Goddess 
Durga. Months before the 
festival, artisanal work-
shops sculpt idols of Durga 
and her children (Lakshmi, 
Saraswati, Kartik, and Ga-
nesh) using unfired clay.

The festival marks its be-
ginning on the day of Ma-
halaya when the ritual of 
‘pran pratistha’ is done by 
painting the eyes of the god-
dess idol. Sasthi, Saptami, 
Ashtami. 

Every day of the festival 

has its own significance 
and set of rituals. The cel-
ebrations culminate on the 
tenth day, known as Vijaya 
Dashami, when the idols 
are immersed in water bod-
ies from where the clay was 
sourced.

The significance of Durga 
Puja goes beyond religion 
and is revered as a celebra-
tion of compassion, broth-
erhood, humanity, art, and 
culture. 

From the reverberation 
of ‘dhaak’ and new clothes 
to delicious food, there re-
mains a merry-go-round 
mood during these days.

Pet-friendly Durga pandal.

fIVE RANDOM fACts thAt 
MIGht BLOw YOuR MIND
Did you compliment someone ‘cute’?  Maybe you 
called them ugly. Oxford defines ‘cute’ as pretty and 
attractive, but originally it meant ugly but present-
able. Aren’t you surprised? Here are five random 
facts that might blow your mind.

roller coaSTerS To keep 
amerIcanS From SInnIng
LaMarcus Thompson, a hosiery salesman 
in the 1880s, detested the fact that Ameri-
cans were drawn to hedonistic establish-

ments like saloons and brothels. So he set out to 
clean up Coney Island in New York, one of the most 
immoral locations he could imagine. To divert New 
Yorkers from seedier diversions, he constructed the 
nation’s first roller coaster there. The most terrify-
ing roller coaster in any state is this one.

camelS Have THree eyelIdS
Camels can adjust to their environment in 
a variety of ways. They have a third, trans-
parent eyelid that aids in shielding their 

eyes from sandstorms. Two rows of lengthy lashes 
cover their eyes in two directions.

an 11-year-old InvenTed Ice 
popS 
In 1905, an 11-year-old kid named Frank 
Epperson left soda powder, water, and 

the wooden stirrer in the cup outside overnight. The 
epsicle was created as a result of the mixture freez-
ing in the chilly midnight air. He even trademarked 
the recipe and sold the sweets in his neighbourhood 
and at a neighbouring amusement park. Years later, 
when his children started calling his invention “Pop-
sicle,” he altered the name to reflect this.

ocTopuS Have THree HearTS 
Octopuses have more than one heart, of 
which two are solely devoted to the gills, 
while the other pumps blood to their 

entire systems.

SHorTeST war laSTed For 38 
mInuTeS
The British were not pleased when the 
Sultan of Zanzibar, which was under 
British protection, passed away and a 

new one assumed power without their consent in 
1896. Sultan Khalid ibn Barghash’s refusal to resign 
caused tension to rise, but the Anglo-Zanzibar War 
was swiftly put to an end when Khalid fled after less 
than 40 minutes of bombardment by British vessels.

— SIMrAN SINGH 

roller coaster
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Brain tumours are 
abnormal growth of 
brain cells and can be 

benign or malignant (cancer-
ous). In a broad sense, brain 
tumours can be primary 
or metastatic (from cancer 
of other parts of the body). 
Such tumours clinically 
manifest with various symp-
toms depending on their lo-
cation, size, and histological 
variety. Common presenta-
tions of brain tumours are 
headaches, vomiting, and 
seizures, or epilepsy. Some 
may have focal neurologi-
cal deficits like weakness of 
limbs, memory impairment, 
speech problems, restricted 
vision, gait disturbances etc.

The incidence of brain tu-
mours is increasing and is 
5 to 10 per 100,000 in the 
Indian population. They 
represent a substantial cause 
of morbidity and mortality 
and an overall decrease in 
productivity. The gradual 
increase in the incidence 
of brain tumours in young 

populations has also led to a 
significant financial burden 
on families. Early diagnosis 
and management has a bet-
ter outcome in patients with 
brain tumours.

What are the 
causes of brain 
tumours?
The risk factors associated 
with brain tumours are 
ionising radiation, environ-
mental factors, and muta-
tions of genes controlling 
cell growth. Various heredi-
tary conditions like neuro-
fibromatosis and tuberous 
sclerosis are also associated 
with higher incidences of 
brain tumours. 

What are the types 
of brain tumours?
The common primary brain 
tumours are gliomas, menin-
giomas, pituitary tumours 
and nerve sheath tumors. 
Gliomas are the most com-
mon intraparenchymal 
brain tumours and can be of 
low grade or highly malig-
nant high grade. Secondary 
brain tumours or metastatic 
brain tumours originate 
from cancer in other parts of 
the body and spread to the 
brain through the blood or 
lymphatics. Cancers from 
lungs, breast, kidney, pros-
tate, and melanoma com-
monly spread to the brain. 
The incidence of metastatic 

brain tumours is higher than 
primary tumors.

hoW are brain tu-
mours diagnosed?
Brain tumours can be diag-
nosed on the basis of clinical 
symptoms. Some specific 
symptoms like early morn-
ing headache that subsides 
with vomiting, repeated sei-
zures involving a particular 
area of the body (like hand, 
face, leg etc.), visual field re-
striction (narrowing of the 
visual field, being unable 
to see one half of the visual 
field) are characteristics of 
brain tumors. However, the 
diagnosis is confirmed with 
radiological evaluation. A CT 
scan of the head can grossly 
show the brain tumor. Ad-
ditionally, various sequences 
of MRI provide details about 
the nature of tumour, like low 
grade or high grade. Howev-
er, the exact nature of cellular 
origin and biological charac-
teristics can be detailed by 
histopathological study of 
tumour tissue obtained from 
biopsy or surgery. This is also 
important in grading the tu-
mour into the low grade or 
high grade variety.

What are the 
treatment options 
available for 
brain tumours?
There are several treatment 
options for brain tumors, 

including surgery, radio-
therapy, chemotherapy, and 
gamma knife radiosurgery. 
Biopsy of the tumour may 
be considered for smaller 
intraparenchymal brain 
tumors. The MRI guided 
streotactic brain tumour 
biopsy provides accurate 
localisation of the brain tu-
mour as well as tissue diag-
nosis or histopathological 
characterization of the brain 
tumour. Then, depending on 
the grade of tumour further 
therapy like radiation or che-

motherapy can be planned 
for such patients. However, 
complete surgical excision is 
the best treatment for brain 
tumours and has a better 
long-term onco-functional 
outcome. 

What are the risks 
involved in brain 
tumour surgery 
and hoW can they 
be reduced?
As the brain is the control-
ler of entire body function, 
any additional injury to the 

nearby brain area during 
tumour surgery may result 
in functional impairment. 
Therefore, the brain tumour 
has to be resected out with 
minimal handling of the ad-
jacent brain tissue. Various 
functional imaging tech-
niques like functional MRI 
and diffusion tensor imaging 
are used to detect the func-
tional brain areas around 
brain tumors. Again, such 
areas can be stimulated and 
preserved with the use of di-
rect electrical stimulation in 
patients operated in awake 
conditions. Further use of 
intraoperative ultrasound 
also reduces the risk of in-
jury to normal brain areas. 
Use of these advanced mo-
dalities allows better tumour 
removal even if the tumour 
is located in eloquent areas 
like insular glioma, brain 
stem glioma. A variety of 
brain tumour surgeries like 
glioma, vestibular schwan-
noma are also being used to 
minimise functional deficits 
after surgery.

Minimal invasive surgery 
for brain tumours like endo-
nasal endoscopic procedures 
are now the standard of care 
for operating pituitary tu-
mors. 

Even large brain tumours 
located in the pituitary re-
gion can be operated safely 
through the nose using an 
endoscope. 

What is 
gammaknife 
radiosurgery 
and Which brain 
tumours are 
managed With this?
Gammaknife radiosurgery is 
a form of radiation therapy 
where radiation is precisely 
focused on the brain tu-
mours with minimal effect 
on surrounding brain areas. 
Commonly, small, benign 
brain tumours like menin-
gioma, vestibular schwan-
noma, cavernous heman-
gioma, cavernoma, etc. are 
treated with gamma knife 
radiosurgery. This has the 
ability to safeguard impor-
tant functional brain areas 
like the cochlea (hearing ap-
paratus), optic nerve (visual 
apparatus), and brain stem 
while giving an adequate 
dose to the brain tumour 
targeted for therapy. Apart 
from this gammaknife radio-
surgery provides excellent 
results in patients with brain 
arteriovenous malformation.

What is the 
prognosis of a 
brain tumour?
The outcome of a brain tu-
mour depends on the type 
(low grade vs. high grade), 
location, extent of tumour 
removal, and the patient’s 
clinical condition. Good tu-
mour removal always has a 
better outcome in patients 

with low grade tumors. 
Therefore, maximal tumour 
removal is always attempted 
in these cases. However, high 
grade tumours like glioblas-
toma have a poor prognosis 
even after complete tumour 
removal and post-operative 
radiotherapy and chemo-
therapy. Apart from this, cer-
tain genetic mutations like 
TP53, IDH1/2, ATRX, 1p19q, 
etc also affect the prognosis.

Who should be 
screened for  
brain tumours?
Patients who have already 
been diagnosed with cancer 
of the lungs, breast, kidney, 
or prostate and develop 
symptoms such as headache, 
vomiting, or seizures should 
be evaluated for a brain tu-
mor. Any metastatic lesion 
can be detected using a CT 
scan or an MRI of the brain. 
People with a family history 
of cancer or previously diag-
nosed with hereditary syn-
dromes like neurofibroma-
tosis, tuberous sclerosis, Von 
Hippel-Lindau disease, and 
multiple endocrine neopla-
sia are prone to developing 
brain tumours and should 
be screened regularly.

Dr Sushant Kumar Sahoo is 
an Associate professor at De-
partment of Neurosurgery and 
Gammaknife, Radiosurgery at 
PGIMER, Chandigarh. 

Brain tumour: management options and outcome

Dr SuShant Kumar Sahoo

the incidence of brain tumours is increasing.

Women undergo various 
changes throughout their 
lifetime. These could be 
caused by hormonal fluc-
tuations, a decreased ovar-
ian reserve, or even an age-
related decline in fertility. In 
fact, they face various health 
issues specifically related to 
their ovaries. Among them, 
the most common condition 
is Polycystic Ovarian Syn-
drome (PCOS) or Polycystic 
Ovarian Disease (PCOD). 
People often confuse these 
two conditions. While 
PCOS refers to a group of 
symptoms, PCOD is an es-
tablished condition.

As many of us know now, 

PCOS is common among 
women today, and lifestyle 
is often attributed to be-
ing the major cause behind 
this. Polycystic ovaries are 
associated with hormonal 
imbalance, irregular peri-
ods, including missed and 
delayed periods, acne or 
oily skin, dark or thick skin 
patches, obesity, abnormal 
facial hair growth, and, most 
importantly, infertility. It is 
an issue that affects 1 in 10 
women of childbearing age. 
There is no’set’ cure as such 
for PCOD and PCOS, but 
one of the best ways to man-
age them is by introducing 
changes in your lifestyle and 
diet. Maintaining a healthy 
weight with a nutritious diet 
is an effective way to get your 
PCOD and PCOS under con-
trol.

dietary 
modifications  
for pcod
Increase your intake of fruits 
and vegetables while mini-
mising dairy-based foods. 

Many healthcare experts be-
lieve that dairy-based prod-
ucts may increase insulin 
levels, which may aggravate 
acne and other symptoms.
l  Include lean meat like 

fish, and avoid red meat. 
Avoid sugary foods and 
drinks. If possible, put a 
complete stop to them.
l Saturated and hydroge-

nated fats should be avoided. 
Make sure to read the label. 
Saturated fats are a particu-
lar type of fat molecule that 
is naturally present in many 
foods, primarily those that 

are made from animal or 
dairy products. It can signif-
icantly increase cholesterol 
levels and increase calories. 
Always read the label be-
cause certain baked items 
also contain saturated fat.
l  PCOD patients might 

experience water retention, 

and the best way to beat that 
would be to eat small, fre-
quent meals and drink a lot 
of water throughout the day.
l There are some natural 

herbs you can take to help 
keep your hormones under 
control, such as meethi dana, 
flaxseeds, and cinnamon.

dietary 
modifications  
for pcos
A low glycemic index (GI) 
diet: Foods with a low GI 
take longer for the body to 
digest, so they do not raise 
insulin levels as quickly as 
other foods, such as some 
carbs do. Foods in a low GI 
diet include whole grains, 
legumes, nuts, seeds, fruits, 
starchy vegetables, and other 
unprocessed, low-carbohy-
drate foods 
An anti-inflammatory diet: 
Anti-inflammatory foods, 
such as berries, fatty fish, 
leafy greens, and extra virgin 
olive oil, may reduce inflam-
mation-related symptoms, 
such as fatigue.

The DASH diet: Doctors 
often recommend the Di-
etary Approaches to Stop 
Hypertension (DASH) diet 
to reduce the risk or impact 
of heart disease and fertility 
issues. 

It may also help manage 
PCOS symptoms. A DASH 
diet includes fish, poultry, 
fruits, vegetables, whole 
grains, and low-fat dairy 
products. Foods that are 
high in sugar and saturated 
fat should not be consumed. 
Limit your intake of dairy 
and alcohol: According to 
a study published in the In-
ternational Journal of Pre-
ventive Medicine, limiting 
your dairy intake may help 
certain women with PCOS 
lose weight and alleviate 
some of their hormonal 
PCOS symptoms. 

Also, it is best to limit ex-
cess alcohol intake to man-
age the condition.

  Dr Muskaan Chhabra is a  
Consultant at Birla Fertility and 
IVF.

The right diet can go a long way
in dealing with PCOS and PCOD

Dr muSKan Chhabra

have a nutritious diet to get PCoD, PCoS under control.

There has been a lot of discussion about the effects of 
Covid on the mental health of people, but it has always 
been in the context of adults. The schools reopened in 
July 2022, and it has been barely two months of regular 
school, and we are realising the disastrous effects that 
the lockdown has had on the children’s social, emotional, 
mental/cognitive, and behavioural growth. The number 
of children being referred to counsellors, psychologists, 
and psychiatrists has increased drastically; in fact, it is 
fast becoming a pandemic.

The problems range from online dependence, phone 
dependency, gaming dependence/abuse to inappropriate 
behaviour, teasing, bullying, aggression, not wanting to 
come to school, depression, not being able to sit in the 
class, fighting with peers, not obeying teachers, melt-
downs, lack of age-appropriate emotions, etc.  Children 
have been the biggest casualties of the lockdown, and the 
effects are subtle, masked, and insidious. And as is the 
norm, they have no voice and are being sent to psychia-
trists, psychologists, etc. to rectify themselves.

Humans as a species are social animals. We cannot do 
without other people and are dependent on other people 
for our survival. Our emotional, social, mental, and be-
havioural development is a consequence of our inter-
actions with others at different stages in our lives. The 
way we interact is through play. Children learn about 
the world and about themselves through play; they learn 
how to think creatively, interact socially, develop physi-
cally, and discover a slew of emotional skills; they reduce 
stress; develop an understanding of social expectations 
and rules; share thoughts and ideas; listen to others; 
understand social cues; imitate and mirror behaviours 
and emotions; and finally, they learn how to process the 
world and finally develop their identity and self-esteem. 
Play is essential to development because it contributes to 
the cognitive, physical, social, and emotional well-being 
of children and youth. Lockdown stopped this play and 
interaction with other children.

Human development is based on various parameters: 
cognitive, emotional, social, moral, behavioural, and 
physical. Most of the time, they are almost parallel. Post-
Covid, when the children have returned to school, their 
cognitive abilities are very much age-appropriate or even 
higher, but they are lagging in their social, emotional, and 
behavioural skills drastically. Suppose the child is 6 years 
of age. His/her mental and cognitive abilities are fine and 
age-appropriate, but his/her social and emotional abili-
ties are those of a 3–4-year-old, i.e., pre-Covid, or have de-
teriorated. Pre-Covid, these gaps were markers of things 
not right and were exceptions, but now the majority are 
facing this issue. Children have forgotten how to be with 
other children and people, how to socialise, talk to others, 
how to follow structure and discipline; and how to cope 
with the stress of being in a social world.

Teachers, however, are expecting continuity in all 
spheres and are yet to come to terms with the fact that the 
children need schooling in social and behavioural skills 
and not so much in academics. Schools are following the 
pre-Covid routine with pre-Covid expectations instead 
of focusing on emotional, social, and behavioural aspects 
and this is leading to a mental health crisis.

impact of Lockdown 
on chiLdren
Dr Chavi bhargava Sharma

Dr Subramanyam
KolanuKuDuru

In June 2021, a famous foot-
ball player made internation-
al headlines after he removed 
bottles of a carbonated drink 
brand from camera view dur-
ing a press conference and 
urged people to drink more 
water. While the football star 
was hailed for his symbolic 
act, the underlying message 
was anything but new. Most 
of us know that excess intake 
of sweetened carbonated bev-
erages is not good for our 
health.

Surprisingly, the average 
consumption of cola and 
fizzy drinks in India is only 
increasing with each pass-
ing year. In 2016, an average 

Indian consumed 44 bottles 
of sweetened carbonated 
beverages. This number is 
believed to have doubled to 
84 bottles in the year 2021. 
This unhealthy trend has 
contributed to an increase 
in the incidence of several 
health conditions, including 
kidney stones.

What are KiDney 
StoneS?
Kidney stones, medically 
referred to as renal calculi 
or nephrolithiasis, are solid, 
pebble-like hard objects 
made from minerals and salts 
found in the urine. They can 
affect any part of your uri-
nary tract, which consists of 
a pair of kidneys, two ureters, 
one bladder, and a urethra. 
The stones are formed when 
your urine contains higher 
than usual levels of crystal-
forming substances, such as 
calcium oxalate, uric acid, 
phosphate, struvite, and cys-
teine. In low quantities, the 
crystal-forming substances 
pass through the urinary 

tract without causing any 
problem. However, when 
the urine becomes concen-
trated, these substances may 
stick together to form stones. 
A lack of chemicals that in-
hibit crystals from sticking 
together can also facilitate the 
formation of kidney stones.

What are the 
SymPtomS of  
KiDney StoneS?
 Some of the most common 
symptoms of kidney stones 
are:
l Fever or chills.
l Nausea or vomiting.
l Pain while urinating.
l  Frequent urge to pass 

urine.
l Passing smelly and cloudy 

urine.
l Blood in urine.
l  Feeling unable to pass 

urine or passing only a small 
amount.
l Severe, sharp pain in the 

lower back, side of the body, 
lower abdomen, and groin. 

hoW Do CarbonateD 

DrinKS inCreaSe 
the riSK of KiDney 
StoneS?
Several factors are believed to 
be involved in the formation 
of kidney stones. However, 
intake of sweetened carbonat-
ed beverages is believed to be 
one of the major modifiable 
risk factors for the condition.

Carbonated beverages con-
tain a lot of unhealthy and 
harmful substances, such as 
processed sugar, phosphoric 
acid, and high fructose corn 
syrup. When consumed in 
high doses, the high fructose 
corn syrup found in carbon-
ated beverages may increase 
the urinary excretion of cal-

cium, uric acid, and oxalate, 
all of which promote the 
formation of kidney stones. 
Similarly, phosphoric acid 
in fizzy drinks facilitates 
urinary changes, including 
the creation of an acidic envi-
ronment in the urinary tract, 
that supports the creation of 
kidney stones. Carbonated 
beverages also contain caf-
feine, a natural chemical 
with diuretic effects that may 
contribute to chronic dehy-
dration, a major risk factor 
for kidney stone formation.

tiPS to Prevent 
KiDney StoneS
It is possible to reduce the 

likelihood of kidney stones 
through a variety of lifestyle 
and dietary changes. 
Some of those changes are:
l Drink at least 2 litres of 

water daily. 
l  Avoid intake of sweet-

ened carbonated and caf-
feinated drinks.
l  Limit consumption of 

oxalate-rich foods such as 
beetroots, sweet potatoes, 
chocolate, and soy products.
l Reduce intake of salt and 

animal-based protein.
l  Use calcium supple-

ments with caution. 
Kidney stones are a condi-

tion that can lead to excruci-
ating pain and discomfort. 
Nevertheless, the condition 
of kidney stones is very 
much treatable. 

In fact, several treatment 
options, including medica-
tions and surgery, are avail-
able to help you get rid of 
kidney stone cases that have 
been on the rise recently.
Dr Subramanyam Kolanuku-
duru is an Urologist at Apollo 
24|7. 

Should carbonated drinkS be blamed for riSe in kidney Stone caSeS?

average consumption of carbonated drinks in india is increasing.
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There was a t ime 
when chefs were 
chefs, but nowadays 

we have a plethora of pre-
fixes to identify them. Some 
prima donnas like to be ad-
dressed as "celebrity chefs", 
while others identify them-
selves as "master chefs.

Then there are "Michelin-
starred chefs" who, it is 
believed, have unfurled 
India's culinary flag in dif-
ferent continents, and there 
is no dearth of "heritage 
chefs"—repositories of long-
lost recipes threatened with 
extinction and traditional 
tricks of the trade.

Those who have com-
pleted the required courses 
and graduated from a ca-
tering school or institute in 
the United States or abroad 
believe that interlopers have 
seriously devalued and di-
luted the designation. What 
has added to the confusion 
is that, at times, qualified 
professionals keep juggling 
with the hats they wear. 

There are entrepreneur/
partner/owner chefs, and 

the latest wave to surge like 
a tide is that of home chefs. 
Home chefs are not consid-
ered professionals in the 
strictest sense of the word as 
they are neither armed with 
prescribed qualifications for 
the trade nor employed in a 
hotel or restaurant. Ironi-
cally, they cook regularly—
twice every day in most 
cases. They are housewives 
or homemakers. 

Late Jiggs Kalra, food im-
presario extraordinaire, 
often used to say that these 
women, young and old, are 
the real custodians of our 
culinary heritage. They pos-
sess rare recipes handed 
down the generations as 
family heirlooms no less re-
splendent than heavy silks, 
brocades, and jewelry. 

Home chefs too—at least 
some of them—have mas-
tered the art of juggling the 
hats they wear. Some have 
participated in TV reality 
shows titled eponymously, 
and as winners and run-
ners-up, they have joined 
the select Master Chef 
group. Others have made 
the transition to hotels as 
consultants on regional, 
sub-regional, or ethnic 
cuisines. Authors of well-
researched cookery books 
have also discovered it use-
ful to branch out into hands-
on commercial cooking. 
Regular "pop-ups" by home 
chefs in starred hotels is an 
emerging trend that can't be 

missed. 
In the capital alone, home 

chefs have allowed lovers of 
food to indulge in regional 
delicacies from different 
parts of India. Rani Jinsi 
has cooked the Kashmiri 
Pandit Waazwan and man-
aged not to repeat her menu. 
The perennial favourites are 
there, of course, but much of 
the fare showcases lesser-
known delicacies. Revolv-
ing menus are specked with 
Anglo-Indian Tea Garden 

roasts. 
Sneha Lata Saikia has in-

troduced the flavours of As-
sam and the North East. Be-
sides the pop-ups, she has 
come up with the novel con-
cept of "table for six. Guests 
are invited for specially cu-
rated meals at her CR Park 
residence and enjoy exotic 
food in convivial company. 

Mrs. Beg offers a small 
but delicious repertoire of 
Hyderabad-biryani, mirchi 
ka salan, baghare baigan, 

and double ka meetha from 
her home in Paschim Vihar. 
Prema Kurian's guarantees 
a fabulous Kerala spread 
that is inspired by her striv-
ing to introduce non-Ma-
layalis to the diverse gastro-
nomic heritage of her state. 

Sirittiya Bora, with her 
husband Anirban (who, 
alas, is no longer with us), 
introduced resplendent 
Thai and Bengali dishes 
that explored exotic fla-
vours beyond cliches. From 

the small kitchen in their 
flat in Indira Nagar Aroi, 
the graphic artist couple's 
brainchild reached out to all 
corners of the NCR. 

In Mumbai,  Rushina 
Munshaw Ghildhiyal has 
spearheaded the revival of 
Gadhwali food from Uttara-
khand. Like Sneha in Delhi, 
she is a brilliant curator of 
meals for a small number of 
invited guests. 

The menu keeps chang-
ing seasonally. Rushina is a 

best-selling author, a con-
sultant, an educator, and 
she collaborates with lead-
ing chefs on a regular ba-
sis. She is interested in tra-
ditional knowledge about 
ingredients, nutrition, and 
seasonality. 

It isn't as if all home chefs 
are women. Rajesh Raghu-
nathan, in Chennai, a quali-
fied business management 
graduate, better known as 
the "singing chef," breaks 
many stereotypes. He has 

anchored many TV shows 
on cooking with his mother. 
His food and travel show 
unveiling southern India for 
North Indian audiences (in 
Hindi) was simply amazing. 
He represents the younger 
generation of Indians who 
listen to their hearts and 
aren't afraid to take the less 
travelled path.

The lockdown imposed 
due to Covid-19 has adverse-
ly impacted home chefs. 
Hotels shut down suddenly 
and "pop-ups" ceased. The 
small takeaway business 
was ruined before it could 
take off. 

Some families were dev-
astated by deaths caused by 
Covid-19. Among the casu-
alties were Anirban and Mr. 
Jinsi. Babeeta Saksena, who 
was very active in providing 
a platform for home chefs 
and organising in different 
cities, was also claimed by 
the virus. 

With conditions limping 
back to normal, home chefs 
have started to prepare for 
the second act. Their debut 
had kindled interest in their 
work. Support isn't wanted 
either. 

The renowned foodie and 
food impresario Rocky Mo-
han has launched Home 
Chef Ping to assist gifted 
home chefs with branding 
and marketing. We wait 
with optimistic anticipation 
for the charge of the Home 
Chef Brigade!

Charge of the home Chef brigade
food

In Mumbai, Rushina Munshaw Ghildhiyal has spearheaded the revival of Gadhwali food from Uttarakhand.

The lockdown imposed due to Covid-19 has adversely impacted home chefs. With 
conditions limping back to normal, home chefs have started to prepare for the second act. 
We wait with optimistic anticipation for the charge of the Home Chef Brigade!

PushPesh Pant 

Design trends tend to be cyclical, and interior designers have been predicting the resurgence of 
Art Deco for some time now.

Design styles come and go, 
but a good design language 
lives forever. Very often, 
we see old design trends 
resurface in our lives with 
renewed interest. Design 
trends tend to be cyclical, 
and interior designers have 
been predicting the resur-
gence of Art Deco for some 
time now.

Art Deco, also known as 
"Modern Style," was born 
as a celebration of progress 
and is known for its sophis-
ticated bold statements.
Art Deco made it through 
the '20s, the '30s, and the 
global conflict that en-
gulfed the '40s. It finally 
fell out of favour during 
the '50s. This iconic style 
is now experiencing resur-
gence with period pieces 
and reproductions. It is 
often called art in style. Al-
ways sought-after, today 
it is back in a new avatar, 
where the trend today is 
being popularly labelled as 
"Neo-Deco."

Art Deco has a charac-
teristic style where sleek, 
geometric shapes align 
beautifully with modern 
minimalism. This has 
earned this style a lot of 
points with designers for 
a long time. The shift in 
popular design trends, 
from strict geometrical 
forms to more free-flowing 
elements, did not happen 

overnight, but the coming 
back of arches in designs 
can be said to be the trig-
ger. Smooth arches, neu-
tral colour palettes, and 
gentle edges are now bring-
ing in an easy, relaxed vibe 

to decor. Everything from 
furniture to lighting to ac-
cessories is adorned with a 
gentle, comforting charac-
ter with rounded elements.
With a recent rise to popu-
larity, this style exhibits 

some key characteristics. 
Color is a major component 
of this style. Today, colour 
is being used in ways that 
have not been witnessed 
before. Often demure but 
also complemented with 
bold accents, it is used to 
make a piece of furniture or 
a corner stands out.

Furnishings and accesso-
ries frequently emphasise 
the vibe, while the use of 
wood is popular in furni-
ture. In the Neo-Deco style, 
the use of metal, glass, and 
vinyl is well liked too.

Interiors replete with 
gentle edges and soft nar-
ratives are definitely on the 
upswing. To sum it up, this 
design aesthetic helps cre-
ate a relaxed ambience. It is 
cosy and welcoming with 
its gentle visual narrative, 
yet does not shy from mak-
ing a statement. So wel-
come back, Art Deco.
Sanjukta Nandy is an author, 
architect and interior de-
signer. She is a regular design 
critic and feature writer for 
lifestyle magazines and has 
recently authored the book 
KHANtastic.

interior

Home decor trends and design styles you will love

sanjukta nandy

Upholding the concept of opulence, this dining area is highlighted 
by a jewelled brass chandelier suspended above the dining table.

The panelling with Neo Deco soft edges introduced behind the 
headboard of the bed highlights the interiors of this bedroom.

design

here are some innovative design ideas 
for solving KitChen storage issues

The kitchen is an important part of 
your home, where you end up spend-
ing a major amount of time on a daily 
basis. Hence, its design needs to be 
given due time and consideration. It 
should be cleverly planned so that it is 
practical and stylish and leaves some 
room for creativity.

As we continue to cook and eat at 
home more and more these days, 
keeping the kitchen organised and 
well-stocked is crucial. Let’s look at 
the four most innovative kitchen stor-
age solutions:

tower units
They are important parts of a modu-
lar kitchen design and can be used as 
a pantry storage option for you to be 
able to store regularly used food sup-
plies such as rice, dal, flour, etc., and 
other such items that are not easily 
perishable. This accessory gives you 
an additional storage area on account 
of its height and helps you keep the 
modular kitchen organized. Tower 
units come in a lot of varieties, such 
as the ones that fit in electronic ap-
pliances, the ones that have shelves, 
and the ones that come with fittings. 
They free up space in your base and 
wall cabinets as well as on your coun-
tertops.

Corner units
Corner cabinets will always be a prob-
lem if your kitchen layout is in a U or 
L shape. The only way that you can 
optimise the corner space and make 

the most of the blind space where the 
two counters intersect is by includ-
ing corner units. Anything stored in 
the far corner is prone to get lost and 
forgotten because it's difficult to lean 
down and access that area. Smart 
corner units make it feasible to effec-
tively utilise the corners to maximise 
the storage of your kitchen. They are 
specifically designed to fit inacces-
sible areas with a sliding mechanism 
to make the best use of your modular 
kitchen space. The various types of 
corner units available in the modular 
kitchen industry are 45-degree cor-
ner units, magic corners, carousal 
units, L-shaped shelves, etc.

Bottle Pull-outs
Many of us are aware of how much 
simpler life can be with pull-out 
drawers in the kitchen. When a 
drawer can be easily slid open into 
the light, there's no need to search 
through deep, gloomy cupboards in 
search of a pot or a pan. With these 
modular kitchen accessories, make 
the most out of your available kitchen 
space. Bottle pull-outs consist of two 
or three deep shelves that can be used 
to store cooking ingredients such as 
cooking oils, seasonings, spices, etc. 
The functionality of your kitchen can 
also be improved through the inclu-
sion of these specialised pull-outs. 

The best option for you is to include 
stainless steel bottle pull-outs in your 
modular kitchen design because they 
are durable and resistant to corro-
sion.

under-the-sink drawers
If you want to declutter your kitchen, 
the best thing you can do is to get it or-
ganised by using various storage so-
lutions. When it comes to your kitch-
en storage, one of the most overlooked 
spaces is the under-the-sink area. 
There's more to it than meets the eye, 
despite the fact that your sink is little 
and all you can see when you open 
your cabinets are pipes. There are nu-
merous factors that make under-sink 
storage vital. It allows you to maintain 
order and provides you quick access 
to all your cleaning supplies. They are 
also easier to clean. The best part is 
that you can keep your countertops 
tidy by making the most of the area 
under the sink. They will thus make 
your kitchen look cleaner and more 
organized, which will enhance the 
overall aesthetics of the space. 

With these kitchen storage solu-
tions, your kitchen would be func-
tional, well-designed, and simple, 
catering to your personal needs and 
requirements.
Khanindra Barman, is Co-Founder, 
Wurfel.

With innovative kitchen storage solutions, your kitchen would be functional, well-
designed, and simple, catering to your personal needs and requirements.

khanindra Barman
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Win over england

Following her side’s 
seven-wicket win 
over England in the 

first ODI, Indian skipper 
Harmanpreet Kaur said 
that her side showed a lot of 
character.

Half-centuries from opener 
Smriti Mandhana, captain 
Harmanpreet Kaur and 
wicketkeeper-batter Yas-
tika Bhatia powered India 
to a seven-wicket win over 
England in the first ODI held 
in Hove on Sunday. “We are 
very happy with the sup-
port we have got, very moti-
vating. Very important win, 
we showed the character we 

were talking about in the 
T20Is. It was a crucial toss 
to win, and then there was 
a great bowling partner-
ship between Meghna and 
Jhulan,” said Kaur in a post-

match presentation.
“I think everyone who 

came on gave us break-
throughs. (On Deepti Shar-
ma) She is a very smart crick-
eter, she was doing what we 

were telling her to bowl. I 
think there was a great part-
nership between Yashtika 
and Smriti, happy with the 
way I batted as well. Very 
important to get amongst the 
runs,” she added.

With this victory, Team 
India has a 1-0 lead in the 
three-match series.

Put to bat first by Team In-
dia, England posted a rather 
disappointing 227/7 in their 
50 overs. Alice Davidson-
Richards (50*) and Danni 
Wyatt (43) were the top 
scorers for the hosts. Sophie 
Ecclestone (31) and Charlotte 
Dean (24*) helped enough 
during the final overs to 
push England to a respect-
able score.

Deepti Sharma was the 
pick of the bowlers with the 
spell of 2/33. Jhulan Goswa-
mi, Meghna Singh, Rajesh-
wari Gayakwad, Sneh Rana 
and Harleen Deol got one 
wicket each.

Chasing 228, fifties from 
Mandhana (91), Harman-
preet (74*) and Yastika Bha-
tia (50) helped India brush 
off the English challenge 
with 34 balls to spare. Indi-
an batting was filled with an 
attacking intent throughout 
the innings, something not 
seen in T20Is. India finished 
their innings at 232/3 in 44.2 
overs. Kate Cross was Eng-
land’s pick of bowlers with 
the spell of 2/43. Charlotte 
Dean also took one each. 

TDG NETWORK
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Indian skipper Harmanpreet Kaur. 

Our side showed character we 
talked about in T20Is: Harmanpreet

big force

gujarat men’s tt team eyes 
gold as curtain goes up on 
36th national games
TDG NETWORK
SUrat 

The much-awaited 36th 
National Games will get un-
der way here on Tuesday, 
with the crème de la crème 
of India’s table tennis step-
ping into the spotlight well 
before the grand Opening 
Ceremony on September 29.

Hosts Gujarat have left no 
stone unturned to not only 
offer the best Games ever to 
the country but are also hop-
ing to pick up the first gold 
medal on Wednesday, with 
the dynamic duo of Harmeet 
Desai and Manav Thakkar 
leading the charge.

“Gujarat is already a big 
force in Indian table tennis,” 
one of India’s all-time TT 
greats Kamlesh Mehta said. 
“With Harmeet, Manav and 
Manush Shah in their ranks, 
they are favourites to win the 
men’s title,” he added.

Mega TT stars Sharath 
Kamal, G Sathiyan and 
Manika Batra are among 
the favourites for the singles 
and doubles titles which are 
expected to throw up fasci-
nating battles. Table tennis 
crazy Surat is expected to 
turn out in huge numbers to 
watch their heroes in action.

Players who are part of the 
Indian contingent for the 
World Championships later 
in the month will hope to get 
into their groove over the 
next five days. Indeed, the 
Gujarat Government has 
scheduled the TT competi-

tion ahead of the official start 
of the Games to ensure that 
they participate here as well 
as in the World Champion-
ships in China.

Apart from picking up the 
first few medals in TT, Guja-
rat will be hoping to improve 
on the ninth-place finish in 
the 35th edition in Kerala. 
They have strong medal 
prospects in swimming, 
tennis, volleyball, athletics, 
triathlon and wrestling.

The State Government 
has done a fantastic job in 
preparing the venues for 
the Games in merely three 
months. The Indian Olympic 
Association and the Union 
Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports saw an opportu-
nity to host the Games in this 
tiny window once the 2022 
Asian Games got postponed.

“In the past, the States had 
several years to prepare for 

the Games. But Gujarat has 
undertaken the task of host-
ing these Games in a time 
window of three months 
thanks to the infrastructure 
built over the years,” Gujarat 
Sports Minister Harsh Sang-
hvi said while addressing 
students of the Veer Narmad 
South Gujarat University re-
cently.

Quite naturally, Gujarat’s 
top stars are equally excited 
to get a chance to compete 
in front of the home crowd 
and are confident of a strong 
showing. Swimmer Maana 
Patel, who bagged three Gold 
at the 2015 National Games 
at the age of 14, is excited that 
she would get to compete in 
her own backyard and win 
more medals for the State. 
“Being a Gujarati, it’s a mo-
ment of pride that my State 
is hosting the 36th National 
Games this time,” she said.

Table Tennis players in action during the practice session in Surat 
ahead of the 36th National Games, Gujarat 2022 Table Tennis 
competitions to be held from Tuesday, September 20 in Surat.

it Was Worth every season of trying: sunil chhetri pens 
heartfelt note after Winning durand cup

Bengaluru FC captain Sunil 
Chhetri expressed happi-
ness after winning Durand 
Cup and said that the victory 
was worth every season of 
trying “if it meant doing it in 
the blue of Bengaluru.”

Bengaluru FC lifted their 
first-ever Durand Cup title as 
they beat fellow Indian Super 
League (ISL) side Mumbai 
City FC 2-1 in the final at the 
Salt Lake stadium in Kolkata 
on Sunday. Siva Sakthi and 
Brazilian Alan Costa scored 
for the winners while Apuia 

got the lone goal for MCFC 
in what was a fine display of 
end-to-end football.

Chhetri took to Twitter to 
pen down a heartfelt post 
and tweeted, “Two decades is 
a bit of a wait, but if it meant 

doing it in the blue of Benga-
luru, then it was worth every 
season of trying. Durand Cup 
Champions - would have 
been a shame if an Army kid 
playing football profession-
ally never had the chance to 

say this. Come on, BFC!”
Coming to the match, The 

Islanders did get a free-kick 
in the very first minute of 
the game but it was the Blues 
who took an early lead in the 
10th minute of the game 
through Siva Sakthi who 
scored his fifth goal of the 
tournament.

The long ball was deliv-
ered from deep in the BFC 
defence by Aleksander Jova-
novic, which put Mourtada 
Fall under pressure with 
Siva on his shoulder. The 
Senegalese defender was in 
the end foxed by the bounce 
and Siva pounced on it and 

scored with a measured chip 
over the keeper.

Lallianzuala Chhangte 
then had the first chance for 
the Islanders in the 17th min-
ute, they got the equaliser at 
the half-hour mark when 
Sandesh Jhingan gave away 
a free-kick in a dangerous 
zone.

Ahmed Jahouh played on 
Greg Stewart, who went on 
one of his runs and took a 
left-footed grounded shot 
towards goal which Gurpre-
et Singh Sandhu fended off. 
Apuia was at hand though 
and tapped home the re-
bound with ease.

expressing happiness
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Bengaluru FC captain Sunil Chhetri.
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First ODi

Clash against australia

twO Clean sheets PrOPOseD tOur

suPerb viCtOry

three matCh series

All eyes will be on India’s 
bowling attack when they 
take on Australia in three-

match T20 International starting 
tomorrow.

India had a woeful outing in the 
Asia Cup tournament and their loss 
against arch-rivals Pakistan and 
eventual champions Sri Lanka saw 
them get knocked out of the tourna-
ment in the super four stages. And to 
a certain extent, it was the bowling 
unit that had disappointed and were 
blamed by the experts and blamed 
for India’s early exit from the tour-
nament.

However, with the return of Jas-
prit Bumrah and Harshal Patel will 
boost the Indian bowling attack. 
They both will be looking forward 
to get among wickets on their re-
turn as the World Cup approaches. 
Other pacers Bhuvneshwar Kumar, 
Deepak Chahar and spinners Axar 
Patel, Yuzvendra Chahal will have 
to do well as well. 

The series will provide a chance for 
the bowlers to redeem themselves 
and exorcise the ghost of the conti-
nental tournament.

Though India could not progress 
past the Super Four phase of Asia 

Cup, they have some positives com-
ing into this series. The biggest of 
them all is Virat Kohli regaining his 
form. ‘King Kohli’ as he is known to 
fans, scored 276 runs in five innings 
during the Asia Cup, which includ-
ed one century, a highly-anticipated 
one and two half-centuries. The way 
ball found the middle of his bat was a 
sight not seen since a long while and 
fans would be hoping that they get to 
see more of it.

This series is a chance for in-form 
middle-order batters like Suryaku-

mar Yadav, Deepak 
Hooda, Hardik Pandya 
and Rishabh Pant to score 
big against a world-class 
team which currently has the 
biggest prize in T20I cricket. Pant has 
scored heavily against Australia his-
torically and it would be his chance 
to prove his worth as a T20I player, 
a format in which he has struggled.

Australia on the other hand is com-
ing to the series after some T20I se-
ries win throughout the year and a 
3-0 win over New Zealand in ODIs. 
A lot of eyes will be on globetrot-
ting power-hitter Tim David, who 
has been included in the Australian 
squad. He could be really dangerous 
with his no-look shots, big sixes and 
Indian bowlers will have to beware 
of him.

Skipper Aaron Finch will have to 
rectify his poor run of form 
by scoring against India 
to boost his side’s chances 
in the series and World Cup as 
well. This series will also be an op-
portunity for star batter Steve Smith 
to establish himself as a T20I player.

Though Australia will miss stars 
like Mitchell Marsh, David Warner 
and Marcus Stoinis, this series will 
be a good opportunity for the likes 
of all-rounders Cameron Green and 
Daniel Sams, batter Josh Inglis, pacer 

Nathan Ellis to present their case as 
the future of Men in Yellow.

Australia is travelling to subconti-
nent with a top-class bowling attack 
consisting of Josh Hazlewood, Sean 
Abbott, Adam Zampa and Pat Cum-
mins. With their quality, they can 
wreak havoc in any conditions.
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Considering the kind of 
player Virat Kohli is, one has 
to be really brave to 

write him off 
any stage, 

revealed 
Aus-
tralian 

skipper Aaron Finch ahead 
of the blockbuster three 
match T20 international 
series.

India will start off their 
home series against Aus-
tralia on September 20. The 
next T20I match will take 
place in Nagpur on Septem-
ber 23, followed by the third 
and final T20I match in Hy-
derabad on September 25.

“You would be a very 
very brave man to 

write off Virat 
at any stage. 

He has 

shown 
f o r  1 5 
years 

now, that 
he is one of 

the greatest 
players of all time. 

Particularly in T20 
cricket, he is someone 
who has developed his 
game and grown his 
game over for such a 
long period. You are al-
ways trying to prepare 
to the best of your ability 
when you are coming up 
against Virat,” Finch said 
during a press conference 
ahead of the match.
“He is super, 71 interna-

tional hundreds, that is just 

ridiculous,” he added.
Questioned on his own 

form, Finch said that one 
gets comfortable with criti-
cism over a long period of 
time.

“My form has been really 
good for  a  long 

time in T20 
cricket. If 

you separate 
the ODI form 

from the T20 form, 
then it is completely 

different. They are two 
completely different formats 
of the game,” he added.

Leading up to his ODI re-
tirement, Finch was in ter-
rible form in that format, 
having scored only 169 runs 
in 13 ODIs this year at an 
average of 13.00. He crossed 
the fifty-run mark only once 
this year in ODI with a best 
of 62.

While his T20I stats have 
been solid in 2022. In nine 
matches this year, he has 
scored 247 runs at an aver-
age of 30.87. He has the best 
score of 61* and two half-
centuries in the format this 
year. Meanwhile, Kohli has 
found his mojo back dur-
ing the recently-concluded 
Asia Cup 2022 and also hit 
his much anticipated 71st 
international ton after over 
1,000 days. 

As team India gears up for the 
clash against Australia in the first 
T20I on Tuesday, vice-captain KL 
Rahul said he is working hard to 
improve himself as an opening 
batter and “give more impact to 
the team.”

India will start off their home 
series against Australia on Sep-
tember 20. The next T20I match 
will take place in Nagpur on Sep-
tember 23, followed by the third 
and final T20I match in Hyder-
abad on September 25. “I am feel-
ing good obviously and it’s been a 
few games since I came back after 
the injury. Playing in the Asia Cup 
and going to Zimbabwe, playing 
a couple of innings was really 
important and crucial for me. 
And I am looking forward to the 
challenge against Australia. They 
will be fun to play in the home,” 
Rahul said in a pre-match press 
conference. KL Rahul will need 
to score well in all three matches 
with a good strike rate as he has 
been blowing hot and cold since 
his return from injury, which has 
put his opening slot at risk.

Talking about his form and 
strike rate slump, Rahul said 

“no one 
is perfect” 
and in the 
last few 
months, 
h e  g o t 
clarity on 
what people and 
the team expects 
from players.

“Look no one is per-
fect. No one in that dress-
ing room is perfect. Ev-
eryone is working towards 
something. Everyone has a 
certain role to do. Obviously, 
the strike rates are taken on an 
overall base. You will never see 
when a batter played a certain 
strike rate. It is something that 
I am working at. The roles that I 
have been defined ...... in the last 
10 or 12 months I have been very 
clear on what everyone expects 
from the player, and everyone is 
working towards it,” he said.

“There can be criticism for 
many things. But the most im-
portant thing for a player is that 
what his captain, coach and team-
mates think of him in the dressing 
room. Only we know what role 
is expected of each player. Ev-
eryone is trying to give their best, 
but not everyone can succeed in 

each game. It is the kind of envi-
ronment we have created where 
players are not scared to commit 
mistakes or fail... I am working 
towards how I can improve as an 

opening batter and give more 
impact to the 

team,” he add-
ed. Playing with the 
two wicket-keeper 
batters- Rishabh 
Pant and Dinesh 

Karthik - is a tough 
choice for the team In-
dia. He said it depends 
on the combination 
that the team decides 
to go with. “Look it re-
ally depends on what 
kind of combinations 
are we playing. It 
totally depends on 
the surface that we 
are going to play at 
and the teams we 
are playing against. 
These decisions are 
not easy to make,” 
he said. 

FIFA president Gianni Infantino 
might travel to India and call upon 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to 
discuss the way forward for In-
dian Football.

The development was revealed 
during the AIFF executive com-
mittee meeting that was held here 
today and world body’s top boss’ 
proposed visit to India would co-
incide with the business end of 
FIFA Under-17 Women’s World 
Cup that is scheduled to take place 
in India from October 11-30.

“At the start of the meeting, the 
members were informed that the 
FIFA President Mr Gianni In-
fantino may travel to India in the 
last week of October, to call upon 
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Na-
rendra Modi to discuss the way 
forward for Indian Football,” an 
AIFF release stated.

The committee during the meet-
ing also recommended that Arun 
Ghosh, Shabbir Ali and IM Vijay-
an be nominated for the Padma 
Shri award while Manoranjan 
Bhattacharya for the Major Dhyan 
Chand Award and Jeje Lalpekhlua 
for the Arjuna Award.

Also during the meeting, the ex-
ecutive committee endorsed the 
technical committee’s recommen-
dation to extend senior men’s team 
head Coach Igor Stimac’s contract 

till the end of the AFC Asian Cup 
2023.

The technical committee’s views 
to use Indian coaches in all age 
groups, to discontinue the Indian 
Arrows project and replace it with 
the Elite Youth League and to ap-
point more female coaches for the 
Women’s National Teams, were 
also recognised during the meet-
ing.

Meanwhile, the AIFF President 
opened the proceedings by in-
forming the committee about his 
development talks with the Gov-
ernment and the Qatar Football 
Association.

“The Government is going to 
lend large scale support to help 
popularise football. We have 

plans to have U-17 Women’s Foot-
ball events across 30 cities, where 
young girls can play and learn 
about the sport. It is our hope that 
such initiatives will further help 
inspire more young kids to take up 
the beautiful game,” newly elected 
AIFF president Kalyan Chaubey 
said.

“We have also had fruitful talks 
with the Qatar Football Associa-
tion, and they are going to help us 
in various areas with respect to the 
development of football in India,” 
the president added. The meeting 
which was the second meeting 
done by the new executive com-
mittee of the AIFF was chaired by 
Chaubey and attended by other 
members of the new AIFF body.

Teen Indian grandmaster R Prag-
gnanandhaa registered superb 
victory over Vasyl Ivanchuk of 
Ukraine, Jan Kryzstof Duda of 
Poland and Boris Gelfand of Is-
rael to get off to a flying start in 
the Julius Baer Generation online 
rapid tournament, the seventh 
leg of the $1.6 million Meltwater 
Champions Chess Tour here.

He however could not main-
tain his winning streak and lost 
to fellow teenager Christopher 

Yoo from New York. In the battle 
of generations, the Indian came 
up aces against the veteran Iv-

anchuk. The 17-year-old prodigy 
from Chennai was poised for the 
top spot but the loss against Yoo 
pulled him back in the joint sec-
ond place alongside Ivanchuk, 
Hans Nieman and compatriot 
Arjun Erigaisi with nine points.

Arjun bounced back after los-
ing to World Champion Magnus 
Carlsen of Norway in the opening 
round to beat countrymate Ad-
hiban Baskaran, Liem Le of Viet-
nam and Czech Republic’s David 
Navara. Meanwhile, Carlsen is 
leading the pack with 10 points 
with three wins and one draw.

exCiting battle On 
CarDs as inDia take 
On australia in series 
OPener in mOhali

You would be very brave 
to write-off Virat at any 
stage: Aaron Finch

Squad:
india: Rohit Sharma (Cap-
tain), Kl Rahul (vice-captain), 
Virat Kohli, Suryakumar Yadav, 
deepak hooda, Rishabh Pant 
(wicket-keeper), dinesh Karthik 
(wicket-keeper), hardik Pandya, 
R. ashwin, Yuzvendra Chahal, 
axar Patel, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, 
harshal Patel, deepak Chahar, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Umesh Yadav.
aUStRalia: Sean abbott, 
ashton agar, Pat Cummins, 
tim david, nathan Ellis, aaron 
Finch (c), Cameron Green, Josh 
hazlewood, Josh inglis, Glenn 
Maxwell, Kane Richardson, dan-
iel Sams, Steve Smith, Matthew 
Wade, adam Zampa.

wOrking tOwarDs hOw i Can imPrOve as 
an OPener, have mOre imPaCt: kl rahul

saFF u-17 ChamPiOnshiP: sahil POOnia 
wins best gOalkeePer awarD

Sixteen-year-old Haryana lad 
Sahil Sahil Poonia registered 
two clean sheets, including one 
in the final against Nepal, out 
of the four matches he played 
in the tournament.Poonia has 
won the best goalkeeper award 
on his debut for India at the 
SAFF Under-17 Championship 
in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Born in Ladwa village in 
Hisar, Haryana, Sahil Poonia 
registered two clean sheets, in-
cluding one in the final against 
Nepal, out of the four matches he 
played in the tournament. Sahil 

was rewarded with a call from 
the national camp following his 
eye-catching performances in 
Zinc Football Academy’s expo-
sure tour at Goa back in April 

this year. He has certainly re-
paid the faith shown in him by 
national head coach Bibiano 
Fernandes.

Sahil’s father Sandeep Poonia, 
a farmer and sole bread-earner 
of the family was delighted after 
hearing the news of his son get-
ting a chance to represent the 
country, which has been the ulti-
mate dream of the whole family.

Sandeep said: “I am extreme-
ly proud of Sahil as it was his 
dream to represent India. To go 
one step further and win the Best 
Goalkeeper award is icing on the 
cake. His sheer hard work under 
the guidance of all the coaches 
and staff at Zinc Football Acad-

emy has paid off. Special thanks 
to Hindustan Zinc for providing 
such a platform and opportunity 
for aspiring children like Sahil.”

In the final of SAFF U-17 
Championship, India put up a 
clinical performance to clinch 
the SAFF U-17 Championship 
title, defeating a 10-man Nepal 
4-0 in the Final on Wednesday, 
September 14, 2022, at the Race-
course International Stadium, in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

With this win, India retains the 
title. Boby Singh, Korou Singh, 
captain Vanlalpeka Guite, and 
Aman scored a goal each, to 
shape a resounding victory in 
India’s favour. 

FIFA president Infantino 
might visit India in October

PraggnananDhaa anD aDhiban PlaCeD seCOnD in 
Julius baer generatiOn raPiD tOurnament
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Virat 
Kohli has 
regained 
his form.

Aaron Finch

Sixteen-year-old Haryana lad Sahil 
Sahil Poonia  

Teen grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa  

FIFA president Gianni Infantino.

KL Rahul 


