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Lumpy disease:
Western Rajasthan
hit worst, thousands
of cattle dead
top of the day
‘Chhello Show’
India’s official
entry for Oscars
New Delhi: The Film Federation
of India (FFI), on Tuesday, announced that the Gujarati film
‘Chhello Show’ (Last Film Show)
is India’s official entry for the
Oscars 2023. Last Film Show
(Chhello Show) is a part-autobiographical drama that captures
the charm of the western region
of Gujarat while paying homage
to the cinema of the past. It is a
reminder of childhood innocence
and the universal magic of the
movies. The film stars Bhavin
Rabari, Vikas Bata, Richa Meena,
Bhavesh Shrimali, Dipen Raval
and Rahul Koli. The story is set
against the backdrop of cinemas
in India witnessing a massive
transition from celluloid to digital,
where hundreds of single-screen
cinemas stand dilapidated or
have disappeared altogether.

DCW summons
Twitter on child
porno, rape videos
New Delhi: The Delhi Commission for Women (DCW) has
summoned Twitter India and
Delhi Police officials over alleged
videos of child pornography and
rape being shared on the social
media platform. DCW took suo
moto cognizance of several alleged tweets on the social media
platform Twitter displaying child
pornography. “Videos of child pornography were shared on Twitter
and were sold for Rs 20. Twitter
is yet to delete them and report it
further. We have summoned the
head of Twitter India and have
sought a report. We have also
summoned Delhi Police and have
sought immediate action,” DCW
chief Swati Maliwal said.

SC seeks Centre’s
response on HIV
drugs
New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has issued notice to the
Central government, National
AIDS Control Organisation and
others on a plea alleging a
shortage of antiretroviral drugs
for treating HIV patients in the
country. A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Hima Kohli
sought a response from the
Ministry of Health, National AIDS
Control Organisation and others
on a plea filed by the Network of
People Living with HIV and AIDS,
a registered society, against the
shortage of antiretroviral drugs
in the country.

16
India fail to
defend 209-run
target, trail 0-1
against Australia

10
China holds the
balance of power
in its ties with
‘desperate’ Russia

Sinister plan

PFI fuelLed Hijab agitation as
conspiracy: Karnataka to SC

Mega show

It’s final: Gandhi family
‘pick’ Ashok Gehlot
to file nomination for
Congress President

The state governemnt says the agitation was not spontaneous, it was part of a bigger plan. The Rajasthan Chief Minister is likely
Ashish Sinha
New Delhi

T

he Karnataka government on Tuesday told
the Supreme Court
that the student petitioners
who challenged the Hijab
ban in the state government
institutions were influenced
by the radical outfit Popular
Front of India (PFI).
“In 2022, a movement
started on social media
by an organisation called
Popular Front of India. The
social media movement was
designed to create agitation
based on religious feelings
of the people,” Solicitor General (SG) Tushar Mehta told
the bench.
The Supreme Court was

hearing a batch of appeals
challenging a Karnataka
High Court verdict that effectively upheld the ban on
wearing hijab in government
schools and colleges.
SG Mehta representing
the respondent in the matter, told the top court that a
movement was started on
social media by PFI. “There
were continuous social media messages that start wearing Hijab and this was not a
spontaneous act but a part of
a larger conspiracy. Children
were acting as advised.”
SG Mehta also referred
to protests against Hijab in
Iran and said that in Islamic
countries, women are fighting against Hijab. He further
added that mentioning Hijab

in Quran will not make it essential, maybe, ideal but not
essential.
Mehta apprised the court of
the Karnataka Government’s
order, which did not prohibit
any particular community
students from wearing apparel and the order said uniform has to be uniform. He
also apprised the court that
till the year 2021, no girl student was wearing any Hijab.
He also took the court
through the chronology of
events. SG Mehta submitted Karnataka Govt’s order
recommending that all students will wear prescribed
uniforms as the government had to intervene in the
circumstances because the
public order was being dis-

turbed.
SG Mehta apprised the
court about the agitation
that took place. He said that
students were protesting
outside the gates, saying they
want to wear Hijab while
others were coming with
saffron shawls.
He said that the circular is
in religion neutral direction
and this does not prevent one
community, and uniforms
must be implemented for
students of all religions.
During the hearing, the
court also asked various
queries to SG. Among them
Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia
sought to know if had there
been no uniform, there
would have been no objection to scarf or Hijab.

Mehta replied that if no
uniform has been prescribed
by the management, the students shall wear that dress
which goes with the idea of
equality or unity, so no identification of any particular
religion and hence no hijab
or saffron shawls. He also
took court from the aspects
of essential religious practice
and mentioned that one cannot think of a Sikh person
without Kada etc. He said
that essential practice must
be shown to be co-existing
with the religion itself.
During the hearing, Justice
Dhulia remarked that Karnataka High Court should not
have gone into the essential
religious practice tests. The
P2

to meet Sonia Gandhi on Wednesday
in Delhi during which the date for
filing of papers will be decided.
Ajit Maindola
NEW DELHI

It is now certain: Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot will
be the candidate on behalf of the Gandhi family for the Congress President post. He is likely to file his papers any time
during the upcoming Navratra festival. If sources are to be
believed the exact date for filing papers will be announced
after Gehlot’s Delhi visit.
The Rajasthan CM will meet Congress interim president
Sonia Gandhi and general secretary K.C. Venugopal during
his upcoming visit to Delhi. Indications are that Gehlot is
coming to Delhi on Wednesday. Gehlot is also likely to meet
Rahul as well if the Gandhi scion is available in the national
capital. Rahul is away for ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’. If that does not
happen, Gehlot may meet him in Kerala later.
AICC general secretary in charge of organisation, K.C.
P2
Venugopal, has also already
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Chandigarh University update

India’s support to
Sri Lanka: $4 bn
aid this year

SIT to probe
inter-state angle
into MMS scandal

TDG Network
Colombo

Taruni Gandhi
Chandigarh

Senior officials of the Punjab Police are of view that the viral video case that happened in Chandigarh University only
reveals the dark belly of porn markets. The police are now
looking into several aspects including its possible link with
other markets across the country including Gujarat, Delhi,
Mumbai and Mohali where the objectionable videos are sold
at heavy prices.
With the identification of another man, Mohit, who was
also involved in the entire chain of events, police sources
said that there are high possibility that more people may be
involved. Mohit was working in Chandigarh University Mess
and he was also blackmailing the accused girl. The Daily
Guardian spoke to the ADGP Gurpreet Kaur Deo, who said
that there are some more videos.
Police sources said there is a possibility of the sale of pornographic videos and the case may have linked to infamous
P2
markets of Gujarat and the

clarification

Chaos over cattle
BJP supporters and police personnel in a scuffle during a
protest over lumpy skin disease, in Jaipur on Tuesday. ANi

India on Tuesday responded to a media query regarding reports on “no further
financial support from
New Delhi to Colombo”,
stating that it has extended
around $4 billion in bilateral assistance this year for
the people of Sri Lanka.
A spokesperson of the
High Commission of India
in Colombo also advocated
other bilateral and multilateral partners supporting
Sri Lanka expeditiously in
its current economic difficulties. “We have seen the
relevant media reports. We

would like to emphasise
that India has extended
unprecedented bilateral
assistance amounting close
to $4 billion this year for
ameliorating the difficulties faced by the people of
Sri Lanka. India has also
advocated to other bilateral
and multilateral partners
supporting Sri Lanka expeditiously in its current economic difficulties,” India in
Sri Lanka said in a tweet.
In a bid to sustain it from
debt, India also extended
its continuous support to
Sri Lanka in all possible
ways, particularly by promoting long-term investP2

shocking

EWS quota does not erode Female kabaddi players served food inside toilet,
U.P. sports officer suspended
rights of SC, ST: Centre
TDG Network
New Delhi

Attorney General of India
K.K. Venugopal on Tuesday
told the Supreme Court that
the 103rd amendment was
affirmative action for the
weaker sections of the society and EWS reservation
does not erode rights given
to SC, ST, and OBC.
Advancing his arguments
on issues relating to providing reservation on the basis
of economic criteria, AG
Venugopal said that this
amendment is affirmative
action for the weaker sections of society. AG Venugopal said that EWS reservation does not erode rights
given to SC, ST, and OBC

and it is independent of 50
percent.
He also said that the question of it exceeding and
violating the basic structure does not arise. A large
population of this country
who are meritorious will be
deprived to apply for jobs
in government service and
educational institutions, AG
argued and further said that
the question of any special
benefit being given to EWS
in the general category cannot arise.
The constitution bench
comprising Chief Justice
UU Lalit, Justice Dinesh Maheshwari, Justice S Ravindra
Bhat, Justice Bela M Trivedi,
and Justice JB Pardiwala,
was dealing with issues re-

lating to the Constitutional
validity of reservations on
the basis of economic conditions.
The court is dealing with
three issues suggested by the
Attorney General including
one whether the 103rd Constitution Amendment can
be said to breach the basic
structure of the Constitution by permitting the State
to make special provisions,
including reservation, based
on economic criteria.
The constitutional validity
of the 103rd Amendment
Act, 2019 enabled the State
to make reservations in
higher education and matters of public employment
on the basis of economic criP2

TDG Network
Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh

Startling videos and pictures of
state-level women’s Kabaddi players receiving meals inside toilet at
a sports arena in Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh, has surfaced on social

media. Concerns about the maltreatment of India’s sports heroes
have been raised in the wake of the
viral clip.
Videos of players collecting their
food from a toilet went on the internet in which players were seen
with plates and containers having

rice inside a toilet, which could
have caused germs and unwanted
substances to contaminate the food.
The incident took place at the
Bhimrao Ambedkar Stadium in
Saharanpur. According to sources, up to 300 female players have
gathered to take part in the three-

day competition, which began on
16 September.
After the videos of food lying in
the toilet emerged on the internet,
the Regional Sports Officer of Saharanpur, Animesh Saxena, was
suspended by the Sports DirecP2
torate

Leading to normalcy

New dawn in Kashmir: First multiplex opened
three decades after cinemas were shut
TDG Network
Srinagar

With the inauguration of
first-of-its-kind multiplex in
Kashmir after cinemas were
shut down in the region in the

1990s, the Valley has opened
a new chapter in its history.
Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant General Manoj Sinha
on Tuesday inaugurated the
multiplex in Shivpora locality
of Srinagar district.

The multiplex, which has
a capacity of 520 people is
designed by INOX with the
latest technology. With the
opening of the multiplex, in
Srinagar, Kashmiris will get
a chance to see movies on the

big screen after more than “these types of initiatives will
not only help in generating
three decades.
“Providing health infra- employment but also provide
structure, employment, qual- social security to our youths,”
ity education to the youths the LG said.
Chairman of the project,
and to empower them is our
priority,” Sinha said adding
P2
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Strict action

NIA books four PFI activists
under UAPA
TDG Network
Hyderabad

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday
said that the four accused
from Popular Front of India (PFI) cadres arrested
earlier have been booked
under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA).
NIA had carried out
searches at 38 locations
in Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh against PFI cadres and detained the four
accused. The four accused
PFI activists Syed Yahiya
Sameer, Feroz Khan, Mohammed Osman and Mohammad Irfan have been
booked under sections 120B, 121-A, 153-A, 143 r/w 34
of Indian Penal Code (IPC),

Section 13 (1)(b) of UAPA
Act.
“During the investigation, certain witnesses have
been examined who disclosed in their statements
that the accused persons in
conspiracy with prime accused Abdul Khadar have
committed certain acts preparatory to the commission
of a terrorist act,” NIA said.
The agency further said
that It was also revealed
from examination of witnesses that the ‘Physical Efficiency’ classes were nothing but training the cadres
of PFI in identifying and
killing the persons belonging to a particular religion
by using knives, iron rods,
sickles etc and participants
were provoked by the instructors and training or-

Chandigarh University update

SIT to probe
inter-state
angle into MMS
scandal
country’s
financial capital
Mumbai. The police have told the
court that several calls have
been received from Mumbai
and Gujarat on the mobiles
of the three accused in the
case, raising doubts that the
accused have further sold
pornographic videos.
According to preliminary
information, this young
man named Mohit used to
blackmail the girl who made
obscene videos of other girl
students.
The court in Kharar has
sent 3 accused, a girl student
of Chandigarh University
and her two friends Rankaj
Verma and Sunny Mehra
to police remand for seven

days. The government has
already formed an SIT under the leadership of ADGP
Gurpreet Kaur Deo. The investigatingteam has told The
Daily Guardian that there
are a few more obscene videos that the accused girl has
recorded.
The police have also started looking into the threat call
angle that rocked the university campus on Monday.
One of the victim girl students had earlier received a
threatening message on her
mobile from various international numbers. Cops have
also questioned the hostel
warden, who reported the
matter to the Dean Students
Welfare office manager, for
around two hours.

clarification

EWS quota does not
erode rights of SC,
ST: Centre
teria alone.
A f ive - j u d ge
bench headed by
Chief Justice UU
Lalit had said earlier that
the Janhit Abhiyan case
will be the lead matter now.
Janhit Abhiyan’s matter is
relating to the challenging
of the constitutional validity
of the 103rd Amendment
Act, 2019 which enabled the
State to make reservations in
higher education and mat-

ters of public employment
on the basis of economic criteria alone.
Moreover, the Janhit
matter is being heard together with a case filed by
the Andhra Pradesh government against the High
Court’s decision of quashing
its decision of granting reservations in education and
public service for the entire
Muslim population of the
State in 2005.

Sinister plan

PFI fuelLed
Hijab agitation
as conspiracy:
Karnataka to SC
court remarked that they
relied on a term
paper of a student, and they have not gone
to the original text.
The other side is giving another commentary. Who will
decide which commentary is
right, the court raised questions.

While concluding his arguments, Senior Advocate Dushyant Dave, appearing for
the petitioner, quoted Rabindra Nath Tagore and submits
Tagore said “we must awake
in a country where fear does
not exist”. Dave further added, “we cannot put fear in the
minds of people”.

ganisers who instigated
them against the Government of India, judiciary
and particular religious
community by showing
them communally sensitive
videos and giving provocative lectures.
NIA further said, “Investigation also revealed
that financial assistance
for such subversive and
anti-national activities was
provided by PFI. A large
amount of unaccounted
cash was collected by PFI
from the public under the
pretext of social welfare activities.”
“Abdul Khadar also confessed that Muslims under
the pretext of physical efficiency training will be
vprovoked against a particular religious communi-

ty with hate speeches etc,”
the agency added. Earlier on Sunday, the agency
conducted searches at 38
locations in Telangana (23
in Nizamabad, four in Hyderabad, seven in Jagityal,
two in Nirmal, one each in
Adilabad and Karimnagar
districts) and at two locations in Andhra Pradesh
(one each in Kurnool and
Nellore districts) in the case
relating to Abdul Khadar
of Nizamabad district in
Telangana and 26 other
persons.
During investigations
by the Nizamabad Police
Station in Telangana, four
accused namely, Abdul
Kader, Sheikh Sahadulla,
Md Imran and Md Abdul
Mobin were arrested by
Telangana Police.

Chargesheet filed against

18 accused in UKSSSC case
TDG Network
Dehradun

A total of 18 accused have
been charge-sheeted in the
Uttarakhand Subordinate
Service Selection Commission (UKSSSC) case, while
the judicial remand of 21

accused has been approved.
Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami’s
government is continuously
working towards making
Uttarakhand a corruptionfree state. In the campaign
against corruption, Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh

Female kabaddi players
served food inside toilet, UP
sports officer suspended
o f Ut t a r
Pradesh.
“The Chief Secretary of Sports
Department made aware
through a letter that photos
of food meant for kabaddi
players participating in
an event held in Saharanpur being found in a toilet
have surfaced on social
media, causing immense
slander against the department and the government.
It seems that regional officials and stakeholders’
defective operations led to
this incident and the Chief
Secretary instructed for
strict action against Re- Women players were served food inside toilets.
gional Sports Officer, Saharanpur, Animesh Saxena,” “I’ve directed strict action right of every athlete and
against the accused contrac- citizen.”
read the letter.
“This is the responsibility
The letter added that tor and officers. I have also
Animesh was asked for a directed that the contrac- of the tournament organizclarification behind this tor be blacklisted for the ers, and according to me,
they are the ones guilty.
incident, but he could not future.”
Yogeshwar Dutt, an Olym- Strict action needs to be
provide an explanation for
it. Hence, he was suspend- pic medal-winning Indian taken against them so that
ed as per the Uttar Pradesh wrestler, shared his opinion it won’t happen again, ever.
Government Servant (Dis- on the tragic incident in an This is a very unfortunate
cipline and Appeal) Rule, interview when the situa- incident, especially seeing
tion came to light. The sea- girls eating in a toilet. In In1999.
The Union Sports Min- soned wrestler insisted that dia, there is a problem: deister Anurag Thakur ear- players should be provided spite such incidents keeping
lier promised stern action with the best resources, in- repeating, no strict action is
against the implicated cluding food and lodging, ever taken by the concerned
personnel and organisers. stating that “respect is the authorities,” Dutt said.

in time of need

India’s support to Sri Lanka: $4 bn aid this year
ments from New Delhi in key
economic sectors in Colombo for its
early economic recovery and growth.
“We have also noted the conclusion
of a Staff Level Agreement between IMF and
Government of Sri Lanka. Its further approval
within IMF is contingent upon, inter alia, on Sri

Lanka’s debt sustainability. We continue to be
supportive of Sri Lanka in all possible ways, in
particular by promoting long-term investments
from India in key economic sectors in Sri Lanka
for its early economic recovery and growth,” the
spokesperson of the High Commission also said.
On 22 August, India handed over 21,000

tonnes of fertilizer to its crisis-ridden neighbour.
India under its ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy,
has always come forward to help the debt-ridden island country.
India has extended 8 Lines of Credit to Sri
Lanka amounting to USD 1,850.64 million in
the past 10 years.

Leading to normalcy

New dawn in Kashmir: First multiplex
opened 3 decades after cinemas were shut
and Owner Vijay
Dhar, said, “This
was a project of passion.
My happiness has no limits. We are thankful for LG
sir to have inaugurated the Multiplex.
Every work is 100 per cent complete.
We will have a special screening for
Lal Singh Chaddha. 1st of October the
multiplex will open for locals.”
Designer of the Multiplex, Amit
Katyal said, “This was an old project, as old as 3 years old. This was
a shared dream of Vikas Dhar and
me, but Covid halted our plans for
2 years. It was a dream project that
started to bring a change in Kashmir

This is our ancestral work. It took us watch cinema, but now we can watch
for youngsters.
“We made this Multiplex with INOX 2 and a half months to complete the it here.”
Another local, Rohit also expressed
standards depicting the local culture artisan work. My work is being disof Kashmir. We have designed an played here which makes me happy, happiness and said, “I feel very happy
that now people have some opportuINOX logo depicting the art and cul- “ Artist Irshad Ahmad said.
Notably, J-K was a preferred des- nities for entertainment. It is very nice,
ture of Kashmir. In June this year, the
project started. Lobby interiors, box tination for moviemakers, which shows a certain kind of progress. Let’s
office and food courts were desined diminished due to militancy in the hope the people of Srinagar will enjoy
coming to the movies like sports. We
by our team in accordance with INOX region during the 1990s.
Locals expressed happiness over feel a sense of normalcy.”
standards. A change will happen in
In a letter, the President of the Inthe opening of the multiplex in
Kashmir with this multiplex.”
The Kashmiri handicrafts ‘khatam- Kashmir. A local, Syed Tajmul, said, dian Motion Picture Producer Assoband’ and ‘papier mache’ have been “For 32 years, cinemas were closed in ciation, Abhay Kumar Sinha wrote,
used in the cinema hall, which stands Kashmir, now it has made a come- “We on behalf of the Indian Motion
out. “World famous Kashmiri ‘papier back. It is a very good intention that Picture Producer Association heartmache’ and khatamband’ handicrafts will benefit the youth of the district. ily congratulate you for inaugurating
have been used in the architecture. Earlier, we had to go to Jammu to multiplexes in Kashmir.”

Mega show

It’s final: Gandhi family ‘pick’ Ashok Gehlot to file
nomination for Congress President
had
a
meeting with Sonia during which
the upcoming
presidential poll was discussed.
Gehlot’s victory is a foregone conclusion as he is a
nominee of the Gandhi family. So, it is certain that Gehlot
will be the next Congress
President.Shashi Tharoor is
also likely to file nomination
as a second candidate. However, his candidature will
just be a formality. There is
least possibility of Tharoor
getting support from even
his home state Kerala. Most
of the PCC delegates from all
the states including Kerala
are said to be the supporters of the Gandhi family. So

there is hardly any doubt
about Gehlot’s victory.
Significantly, a non-Gandhi leader will be the Congress chief after a long gap
of 22 years once Gehlot is
elected. This will also be the
first time that a non-Gandhi
leader will be elected to this
post. Gehlot’s selection as
Congress president will impact the Congress’ politics in
Rajasthan.
Indications are that Gehlot
will stay on as Chief Minister of Rajasthan. There are
several reasons for this.
First, Gehlot will continue
to get the protocols of the
CM office like Narendra
Modi had gotin 2014. Modi
was the Prime Ministerial candidate while holding

chief minister’s post during
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls.
Second, protecting the
Congress government from
destabilising efforts in Rajasthan is of paramount importance for the party.
Third, the Congress’ goal
is to ensure that the party
retains power in Rajasthan after next year’s elections. Gehlot quitting as CM
will not augur well for the
party given the prevailing
situation. The BJP is already
waiting in wings to allegedly
exploit the situation once
Gehlot makes a departure
from state politics. To recall,
there were bids to topple the
government over two years
ago in Jaipur, but Gehlot had
managed to save the govern-

ment then. Sachin Pilot had
led the rebellion following
which he was sacked as PCC
chief. Gehlot had managed
to keep all independent and
Congress MLAs together
that time. Even today, of all
126 MLAs who are with the
government, only three or
four legislators are with the
Sachin Pilot faction. The evidence exposing the efforts
to topple the government
had been sent to the Gandhi
family. After this, the rebel
MLAs were adjusted in the
organisation but Pilot was
not given any post.
Ever since Gehlot’s name
cropped up for Congress
president post, the Pilot
camp started planting reports projecting the former

Deputy CM as a replacement of Gehlot. BJP is
aware that Pilot will not be
elevate das CM. If Gehlot
quits as CM after becoming
Congress president in Delhi
then tussle for the post will
intensify. The saffron party
will try to cash in on the situation. If the Congress government gets destabilised in
a big state like Rajasthan, it
will have its repercussions
across the party organisation. The high command
will not tolerate such an unseemly situation in the state
of the ‘Congress President’.
Given all this, Gehlot will
in all likelihood be retaining the state responsibility
along with holding the Congress president post.

on the radar

Rahil Nora Chopra

Gameplan of
Mayawati

A key component of the
BSP’s general election strategy for 2024 is
building support among
Muslims and Dalits. The
BSP suffered its worst
defeat in a UP assembly
election in terms of seats,
taking only one seat in
the 403-member House
and receiving only 12.8%
of the vote. The BSP is
planning to focus more
on Muslim votes in UP.
Due to the aggressive
anti-Muslim campaign
by the BJP, the community voted en bloc for the
SP. The anti-BJP Hindu
community voters too
voted for the SP after the
shift of the Muslim vote.
The BSP has launched
a massive membership
drive as the first step
towards consolidating
its position ahead of the
upcoming local body
elections in the state this
year. While Mayawati
would come to terms
with any political party to
beat the BJP, she aspires
to the maximum number
of seats to contest in the
Lok Sabha polls.

Priyanka in new
avatar

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
the Congress general
secretary in charge of the
state of Uttar Pradesh,
is rumoured to be in line
for a promotion within the
organisation. In view of
the assembly elections
in Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh, Priyanka may
be given command of the
election campaign in both
the states.

In Chautala
land

Indian National Lok Dal
president and former
Haryana chief minister
Om Prakash Chautala
has bisected the entire
state to make his party’s
Samman Divas rally at
Fatehabad on 25 September a success. The INLD
is trying to unite anti-BJP
parties on one platform.
NCP chief Sharad Pawar
and Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar are
expected to attend this
programme. Former
chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray, CPI(M) leader
Sitaram Yechury, National Conference’s Farooq
Abdullah, former Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
N Chandrababu Naidu,
Deputy CM Tejashwi Yadav, Meghalaya Governor
SatyaPal Malik, former
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Mulayam Singh Yadav, former Punjab Chief
Minister Parkasah Singh
Badal, Akadi Dal leader
Sukhbir Singh Badal, and
RJD leader Sharad Yadav
have all been invited. CM
Mamata Banerjee has
not yet revealed her cards
regarding this rally. While
KCR, who is trying for
opposition unity, has not
yet clarified his stance,
Efforts are being made to
form a non-BJP opposition front through the
rally, and OM Prakash
Chautala has been trying
to help the INLD stage
a comeback in Haryana
politics.
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top of the day
UPI targets
1 billion
transactions
daily:
Sitharaman
NEW DELHI: Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday
said Unified Payments
Interface-based transactions are expected to
reach one billion per day
in the next five years. At
an event organised by
the industry body FICCI,
Sitharaman said, data
released by NPCI shows
that UPI reported 6.28 billion transactions worth Rs
10.62 trillion in July 2022.
“Substantial growth is
being seen in transactions
on a monthly basis. UPI
aims to process one billion
transactions a day in the
next five years,” she said.

CM Bommai
approves
setting up
super speciality
hospital
UTTARA KANNADA: Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai has given in-principle
approval for the setting up
of a super specialty hospital in Uttara Kannada
district, said Health and
Medical Education Minister Dr K Sudhakar.”This
fulfills the long-standing
demand of the people of
Uttara Kannada district for
a well-equipped tertiary
hospital,” said Sudhakar.

Education
should be in
mother tongue:
Education
Minister
CHENNAI: Union Minister
for Education and Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship, Dharmendra Pradhan, on Monday
stressed the importance
of education in one’s
mother tongue and said
that the inclusion of the
Tamil language in the
National Education Policy
would gradually gain support. “When we’re talking
about NEP, Tamil is
a national language.
Education should be in
the mother tongue... I
don’t see any reasonable
opposition from anybody.
Today, some friends are
not in favour, gradually they’ll support,” said
Pradhan.

Adani
Transmission to
become net-zero
by 2050
Ahmedabad: Adani
Transmission Ltd (ATL),
the transmission arm
of the diversified Adani
Group, has submitted its
Green House Gases (GHG)
emission reduction plans
and targets to the Science
Based Targets initiative
(SBTi), an international
initiative to contain global
warming. ATL has submitted its detailed plan and
targets for GHG emission
reduction to SBTi within
one year of its commitment to contribute to
containing global warming.
As a part of its continued
focus on sustainable
growth and its net zero
journey, ATL committed to
the SBTi in October 2021.
ATL will act in accordance
with the much-needed
climate action and develop
a strategy to limit global
warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius.
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SPREADING MENACE

Lumpy disease: Western Rajasthan
hit worst, thousands of cattle dead
TDG NETWORK
Jaipur

L

umpy skin disease
h a s b e e n r av a ging cattle across the
country with cows from
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, and Punjab
dying in large numbers.
The worst affected state
is Rajasthan. The state is
struggling to cope up with
the terrible repercussions of
the disease outbreak where
thousands of cattle have
perished in the previous
few weeks, despite being
one of the first states in the
nation to establish a distinct
ministry dedicated to the
care of cows. Animal rights
advocates and others connected to cow shelters claim
that the disease is growing
at an alarming rate, despite

Cow being vaccinated against lumpy skin disease.

the Rajasthan state government’s assurances that it is
making every effort to limit
the outbreak.
According to information
provided by the Rajasthan
state Animal Husbandry
Department, the epidemic
of lumpy skin disease started in April and has already
infected 2,31,907 cows,

killing 10,882 of them. 11
districts, most of which
are in western Rajasthan,
including Jaisalmer, Jodhpur, Nagaur, Jalore, Hanumangarh, Bikaner, and Sri
Ganganagar, are the worst
impacted.
In order to stop the spread
of the disease, the sick animals have been kept apart

shocking

A 42-year-old farmer from
Maharashtra’s Pune district
allegedly committed suicide
for not receiving the MSP
for onions. He allegedly left a
suicide note behind, in which
he extended birthday wishes
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and pleaded with him to
guarantee the price of onions
and other crops.
According to a police officer,
the suicide note also made reference to “foul language” used
by members of a cooperative
society and threats made by
lenders (financial companies).
The victim has been identified as Dashrath Kedari, who
lived in Wadgaon Anand village, Junnar tehsil. He ingested pesticide before diving into
the pond on Saturday.
“Kedari had grown onions.
But as the crop failed to fetch
a satisfactory price, he stored
the agricultural produce
worth Rs 1.5 lakh to 2 lakh. He

from the healthy ones, according to Arvind Jaitly,
Deputy Director (Disease
Control) at the Animal Husbandry Department. “The
lumpy disease, which is
caused by a virus, was first
noted in April 2022 and
has since begun to spread
quickly. 2,31,907 bovines
have been infected, but
more than 10,882 have perished, according to Jaitly,
who is keeping track of the
disease’s progress.
On 19 September, Rajasthan Chief Minister took
note of the issue and said
that the addressal of the
lumpy disease is the state
government’s priority however the vaccines for the
same would be given by the
Centre.
Maharashtra’s animal
husbandry department

informed has also said as
many as 126 cattle have died
and 25 districts were infected by the Lumpy virus
in the state. The disease is
rapidly spreading, it is not
transmitted to human beings either from animals or
through cow milk.
Along with Rajasthan, the
disease outbreak has also
affected Gujarat, Punjab,
Uttarakhand, and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
The lumpy disease, which
causes nodes to grow on the
skin of animals, is highly
contagious and spreads
mostly by vectors like bloodfeeding insects. The nodes
resemble lumps. According
to the Animal Husbandry
Department, the disease,
which had its origins in Africa, entered India through
Pakistan in April.

cENTRE INTERVENTION

farmer commits suicide, extends
birthday wishes to PM in suicide note
TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI
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anticipated that this time he
would get a better price, but it
did not happen,” said Pramod
Kshirsagar, police inspector,
Ale Phata police station.
He said that the rain had
harmed the onions. Kedari
also experienced losses on its
tomato and soybean harvests.
“He had borrowed from a cooperative society. In the suicide note purportedly written
by him, the farmer has asked
PM Modi to give MSP for agricultural products like onions
and mentioned that farming has become “gambling,”
Kshirsagar said.
“Today, I am forced to commit suicide because of your
inaction. Please give us our
righteous guaranteed market
price,” stated the note, written
in Marathi.
He stated that Kedari’s “suicide note,” which was discovered in the garments he had
taken off before plunging into
the pond, was given to the
police by a family member of
Kedari.

“The notes will be sent
to handwriting experts,”
Kshirsagar said.
The farmer made reference
to threats made by lenders and
derogatory language used by
the cooperative society in the
alleged suicide letter, which
quickly became popular on
social media. Kedari claimed
that no one gambles like farmers do and questioned who to
go to for justice.
The note also mentioned the
COVID-19 situation and abundant rainfall, despite the fact
that tomato and onion crops
failed to sell for any money.
Additionally, the late farmer requested that PM Modi
guarantee a price for agricultural products and said that
he (Modi) could not maintain
control over agriculture.
According to the note, which
the officer quoted, the farmer
complained that his life was
too difficult and that the state
government was to blame for
not paying a fair price for tomatoes and onions.

‘like children’

Jyotiraditya Scindia says
will probe Bhagwant
Mann ‘deplaning’ incident
TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI

After a row over Punjab chief
minister Bhagwant allegedly
being deplaned on a Delhibound flight from Germany,
allegedly because he was inebriated, Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
on Tuesday said he will investigate the matter and has
sought a detailed report from
Lufthansa Airlines.
On Monday, Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) President Sukhbir
Singh Badal levelled serious
allegations against Mann and
asked him to clarify media reports of him being deplaned
from a flight from Frankurt
to Delhi on Sunday as he was
“too drunk to walk”, leading
to a 4-hour delay in the flight.
Scindia on Tuesday said that
he would investigate the matter based on the requests made
to him.
“This was an incident on
international soil, will have to
make sure to verify the details
and facts. It’s up to Lufthansa
airlines to provide that data,”
Scindia said.

India’s aviation ministry
received details about Mann’s
last-minute skipping of his
Lufthansa Airways flight, and
on the basis of the details, the
ministry decided to seek a report in detail from Lufthansa.
“Based on a request which
has been sent to me... I will
certainly look into the matter,”
Scindia told mediapersons.
The Punjab chief minister
was on a visit to Germany
from September 11–18 to attract investments and strategic alliances in various sectors.
Notably, Mann returned from
his eight-day trip to Germany
on Monday.
Lufthansa Airlines, meanwhile, on Monday issued clarification regarding the 4-hour
delay of its Delhi-Frankfurt
flight. According to Lufthansa
News, the Frankfurt to Delhi
flight departed later than its
scheduled time due to a delayed inbound flight and an aircraft change. “Our flight from
Frankfurt to Delhi departed
later than originally planned
due to a delayed inbound flight
and an aircraft change,” Lufthansa News tweeted.

BJP slams Mehbooba
Mufti’s ‘Hindutva’
agenda remark
TDG Network
SRINAGAR

After former Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister
Mehbooba Mufti accused
the central government of
spreading the BJP’s “Hindutva” agenda, senior
Bharatiya Janata Party
leader and former J&K
Deputy Chief Minister Kavinder Gupta slammed the
PDP leader for making everything controversial.
Gupta called out Mufti’s
remarks, Gupta said, “May
the PDP leader be blessed
with good thoughts. Mehbooba Mufti tries to make
everything controversial.
She has been trying to
mislead the public regarding the bhajan ‘Raghupati
Raghav Raja Ram’ being
sung in a school in Kashmir.”
He further slammed Mufti
and said, “The bhajan also
has ‘Ishwar Allah tero
naam, sabko sanmati de
bhagwaan’. May Mehbooba
Mufti get this sanmati.”
His remarks came after
the PDP leader on a microblogging site shared a video
from a school in the valley.
The school is located in Kulgam, where the teachers
can be seen singing a bhajan while the students join
in the tune and wave their
hands.
Taking to twitter, she
slammed the government
and wrote, “Jailing religious
scholars, shutting down
Jama Masjid and directing school kids here to sing
Hindu hymns exposes the
real Hindutva agenda of
the government of India in
Kashmir. Refusing these rabid dictates invites PSA and
UAPA. It is the cost that we
are paying for this so-called
‘Badalta J&K’.”
Earlier on September 13,
Mufti had accused the BJP
of trying to divert people’s
minds from unemployment and inflation to communally sensitive issues.
“The courts had ruled that
the 1947 status quo of religious places should be
maintained. The BJP has
failed to eliminate unemployment, poverty, and inflation. So, they want to di-

vert people’s attention. The
High Court’s ruling supports this BJP narrative,”
Mufti told the press.
Her remarks came after
the Varanasi Court had
dismissed a plea of the
Anjuman Islamia Masjid
committee challenging the
maintainability of the suit
filed by five Hindu women
seeking worshipping rights
in the Gyanvapi mosque
compound.
District Judge AK Vishvesh delivered the verdict
in the Gyanvapi Shrinagar
Gauri dispute case and
posted the matter for further hearing on September
22. “The court rejected the
Muslim side’s petition and
said the suit is maintainable. The next hearing of
the case is on September
22,” said Advocate Vishnu
Shankar Jain, representing
the Hindu side in the Gyanvapi mosque case.
“It’s a win for the Hindu
community. The next hearing is on September 22. It’s
a foundation stone for the
Gyanvapi temple. Appeal to
people to maintain peace,”
said Sohan Lal Arya, petitioner in the Gyanvapi case.
The petition was filed by
five women seeking permission for daily worship of
Hindu deities whose idols
are said to be located on the
outer wall of the Gyanvapi
mosque, which is located
close to Kashi Vishwanath
temple. A Varanasi court
ordered a survey of the
mosque complex following
this.
Following this, a local
Varanasi court ordered a
videography survey of the
complex in May. The survey work was completed
on May 16 and the report
was presented in court on
May 19. After the videography survey, claims were
made by the Hindu side
that a structure resembling
a Shivling was found in the
mosque complex, but the
Masjid committee contested that it was a fountain and
not a Shivling.
The court rejected the
Muslim party’s petition and
said the suit is maintainable. The next hearing in
the case is on September 22.

Advice to Priyanka, Rahul
shouldn’t be misunderstood:
AAP announces four candidates for Himachal
Himachal Cong chief
pradesh polls
POLL PREPARATION

TDG NETWORK 
SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh Congress
Chief Pratibha Singh, who
had claimed that Rahul and
Priyanka Gandhi do not pay
attention to senior leaders of
the party and need to learn
political manoeuvres, on
Tuesday said the two leaders
are like her children and her
advice to them should not be
misunderstood.
Pratibha Singh, the wife of
the former Himachal chief
minister Virbhadra Singh,
is supervising the party’s
campaign for the Himachal
Pradesh elections. She is an
MP from the Mandi constituency. In a self-made
video, Singh said, “There
was an interview conducted
recently where I spoke about
the party and many other issues. But many things were
misconstrued and portrayed
from different angles. The
Gandhi family is dear to our
family. We consider them as
our own family members.
As far as my loyalty is concerned, my husband had an
association with the party
for the last 60 years.”
“We also follow the same

steps and continue our dedication to the party and the
leadership. As an elderly
person, Rahul and Priyanka
Gandhi are like children to
me. If I say something or
give advice to my children,
that should not be misunderstood. It should not convey a
different meaning at all,” she
added.
Previously, Pratibha Singh
stated that there is growing
dissatisfaction within Congress because Rahul and
Priyanka Gandhi do not prioritise and give time to senior
Congress leaders.
In an interview with a
news portal, Pratibha Singh
said Rahul Gandhi should
learn political manoeuvres
and take measures to address the generation gap in
the Congress.
She said the basic problem
in Congress is that senior
leaders seek attention but the
younger generation does not
pay attention to them. Singh
stated that the new generation lacks the patience and
maturity to bridge the gap.
This comes at a time when
several state units, including
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Tamil Nadu, and Jammu

and Kashmir, of the party
have already passed a resolution urging Rahul Gandhi to
become the president of the
Congress. The presidential
election in Congress is due
on October 17.
Asked whether Rahul
should again lead the Congress, the Himachal Pradesh
unit chief said it is up to the
Wayanad MP if he wants to
devote time to the party or
wants to do other things in
life.
She stated that if Rahul
does not want to lead the
party, there are many competent leaders in Congress
who can. She claimed that
had Rahul Gandhi listened
to senior party leaders, the
Congress would have been in
a much better position today.
Singh referred to veteran
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad’s
departure from Congress,
saying the younger generation
leaders could have called Azad
and sorted out the issues.
In the 2017 state elections,
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) bagged 44 of the total 68 seats and formed the
government in Himachal
Pradesh. Congress managed
to get only 21 seats.

TDG NETWORK 
SHIMLA

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) on
Tuesday announced its first list of candidates for the Himachal Pradesh elections and named four candidates.AAP
has announced candidates for Fatehpur, Nagrota Bagwan, Paonta Sahib,
and Lahaul-Spiti constituencies. Himachal Pradesh will face polls later this
year for the 68-member assembly.
The AAP, which is seeking to present
itself as a political alternative in Himachal Pradesh, has become the first par-

ty to announce candidates for the polls.
AAP has decided to field former MP
Rajan Sushant for Fatehpur, Manish
Thakur from Paonta Sahib constituency in Sirmaur, Umakant Dogra from
Nagrota Bagwan in Kangra district
and Sudarshan Jaspa from Lahaul and
Spiti.
Sandeep Pathak, the party’s election
co-incharge for the state, congratulated
candidates who have got party tickets.
“Congratulations to all candidates.
People of Himachal Pradesh have a lot
of expectations from you,” he said in a
tweet.

Umakant Dogra is a former BJP
worker and is the state vice-president
of AAP’s Other Backward Classes cell.
Manish Thakur is a former state Youth
Congress president. He joined AAP in
March of this year.
Rajan Sushant was a minister in the
Prem Kumar Dhumal-led BJP government from 1998 to 2000 and was the
MP from the Kangra Lok Sabha seat
from 2009–14. He joined AAP months
before the 2014 general election and
unsuccessfully contested the election
from Kangra on the party ticket. He
later quit the party and rejoined it.

Recruitment Scam IN BENGAL

ED files complaint against eight accused
including Partha Chatterjee, HIS AIDE
TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI

The Directorate of Enforcement (ED) has filed a prosecution complaint against
eight accused, including Partha Chatterjee and Arpita
Mukherjee, in the Teachers
Recruitment Scam in West
Bengal before the PMLA
Special Court, Calcutta.

According to ED officials,
six entities were used for
money laundering. Partha
and Arpita used M/s Echhay Entertainment Pvt Ltd,
Ananta Texfab Pvt Ltd,
Symbiosis Merchants Pvt
Ltd, Sentry Engineering Pvt
Ltd, Viewmore Highrise Pvt
Ltd and APA Utility Services to launder the money.
The Special Court took cog-

nizance of the Prosecution
Complaint on Monday after
finding that a prime-facie
case has been made against
the 8 accused persons. On
July 23, the ED arrested Partha Chatterjee, then Minister of the Government of
West Bengal, and his close
associate Arpita Mukherjee.
The accused are presently
in judicial custody and will

be produced again before
the Special Court on September 28.
ED has already seized cash
amounting to a total of Rs.
49.80 Crore, gold and jewellery valued at more than Rs.
5.08 Crore and provisionally
attached properties worth
Rs. 48.22 Crore. Thus, the total seizure in the case stands
at Rs. 103.10 Crore.
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COMPENSATION

Demolish unauthorised
construction at
Narayan Rane’s
bungalow: Bombay HC
TDG NETWORK
Mumbai 

The Bombay High Court on
Tuesday directed the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) to demolish
unauthorised construction
at Union Minister Narayan
Rane’s bungalow in Mumbai’s Juhu.
According to the petitioner’s advocate, the court has
also imposed a fine of Rs
10 lakh on Rane. “Bombay
High Court directs BMC to
demolish unauthorised construction at Narayan Rane’s
bungalow and also imposes
a fine of Rs 10 lakhs,” pe-
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titioner’s advocate Aditya
Pratap Singh said. The
BMC had previously served
Rane with two notices, each
signed by a designated officer of the BMC’s K-West
ward, concerning the unauthorised construction at his
bungalow. The notices were
issued under Section 351 of
the Mumbai Municipal Corporation Act for alleged unauthorised changes of use in
violation of a plan approved
by the city’s civic body. However, when Rane’s advocate
sought more time from the
court on Monday, it refused
and said, “The required time
has already been given.”

PLEA

Additional compensation Cops get Rs 180 monthly
for Bhopal gas tragedy
cycle allowance, but spend
victims: Supreme Court more: Delhi Police to court
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Constitution Bench
of the Supreme Court on
Tuesday posted for October
11 the hearing of the plea relating to the compensation
to the victims of the 1984
Bhopal Gas Tragedy and
sought the Centre’s stand
on the issue.
A Constitution Bench
headed by Justice Sanjay
Kishan Kaul asked the Central government about its
stand on the curative petition filed by the previous
government in 2010. The

RECRUITMENT

curative plea sought over
Rs 7,400 crore as additional funds from successor
firms of US-based Union
Carbide Corporation, now
owned by Dow Chemicals,
for giving compensation to
victims of the 1984 Bhopal
Gas tragedy. The five-judge
bench comprised Justices
Sanjiv Khanna, AS Oka,
Vikram Nath, and JK Maheshwari.
The bench posted the
matter for hearing on October 11. During the hearing,
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Center, said that he has to

take instructions from the
government.
“Counsel would like to
obtain instructions as to the
stand of the government, as
the said petition has been
moved by them.”List on
October 11,” said the bench.
The Center’s curative plea
for enhanced compensation for the victims sought a
direction to Union Carbide
and other firms for over Rs
7,400 crore in additional
amounts over and above the
earlier settlement amount
of USD 470 million for paying compensation to the gas
tragedy victims.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday informed that the
Constables and Head Constables of Delhi Police are
getting Rs 180 per month
as cycle allowance for maintaining and using cycles for
transportation but they are
spending much more on
conveyance/transportation
as they ride motorcycles/
scooter etc to reach their office.
The Bench of Justices
Satish Chander Sharma
and Subramonium Prasad

PROCUREMENT

on Tuesday, after noting
the submission of counsel
appearing for Delhi Police,
asked to modify its earlier
circular and observed that
the amount sanctioned is
very low. The Court later
granted Delhi Police Counsel eight weeks to modify
the circular issued in this
regard and posted the matter for 24 January 2022. The
Court was hearing a plea
seeking direction to conduct
an inquiry regarding the cycle (maintenance) allowance
being drawn by more than
53,000 Delhi Police officials.
The plea alleged that police

officials /personnel are availing cycle (maintenance) allowance fraudulently in the
guise of using cycles but they
are actually not using cycles.
The petitioner, Sanser Pal
Singh, a practising advocate,
stated that such allowances
are paid to government officials from the public money
collected by the government
from the hard-earned money
of taxpayers.
Despite filing complaints,
no action has been taken
against Delhi police officials
who are drawing “cycle”
(maintenance) allowance allegedly fraudulently.

RIGHTS

Plea in court to hold
UPSC recommends to U’khand govt SC seeks Centre’s response on plea
for conducting exams transparently over shortage of lifesaving HIV drugs ‘urs’ in Gyanvapi
TDG NETWORK
Dehradun

The Union Public Service
Commission made multiple
recommendations to the
state government to conduct
examinations transparently,
officials said on Tuesday.
The commission has also
suggested deploying a separate sector magistrate to
transport the examination
material.
In a letter to chief secretary
SS Sandhu, commission
chairman Dr Rakesh Kumar
made a series of recommendations.

Along with the suggestion that the principal and
in charge of examination
centres be given special executive magistrate powers
to conduct the examination,
the commission also recommended the appointment of
a designate officer of administration in these centres for
foolproof arrangements.
Abhinav Kumar, Special
Principal Secretary to the
Chief Minister, told “The
commission has asked to
start the process in October
for 4,000 recruitments.
The commission has sent
several recommendations

to the government on how
to conduct the examinations
flawlessly.
Kumar also assured the
commission that he would
help and would provide the
desired resources.
Earlier on September 9,
Union Minister Jitendra
Singh informed that Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) deputation rules have been relaxed
to encourage IAS and other
All India Service Officers, as
well as those of Central Services, to get posted in newly
created union territory Jammu and Kashmir.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has issued notice to the Central
Government, the National
AIDS Control Organization, and others on a plea
alleging a shortage of antiretroviral drugs for treating
HIV patients in the country.
A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Hima
Kohli sought a response
from the Ministry of Health,
National AIDS Control Organization, and others on
a plea filed by the Network
of People Living with HIV
and AIDS, a registered so-

ciety, against the shortage of
antiretroviral drugs in the
country.
In its order, the bench
passed on September 12
and stated, “The petitioners
have submitted that there
are shortages in the procurement of ART drugs in
the country and the tender
for 2021–22, which was due
in August 2021, was issued
in December 2021 and eventually failed.”Issue notice,
returnable in two weeks.”
Antiretroviral therapy
(ART) is the treatment of
people infected with the
human immunodeficiency
virus (HIV) using anti-HIV

drugs.
According to the NGO, the
lack of drugs at the National
AIDS Control Organization’s anti-retroviral therapy centres impedes ARV
treatment for people living
with HIV/AIDS.
The petition has sought
the protection of the right
to health and life of people
living with HIV/AIDS who
face the risk of developing advanced HIV disease,
which is life-threatening.
There is a systemic failure
in the procurement system
and a repeated shortage and
stockout of the ARV drugs,
the plea said.

TDG NETWORK
Varanasi 

A petition has been moved
in the court of Civil Judge
Senior Division, Varanasi,
seeking permission to hold
“Urs” and offer “Chadar” at
three shrines allegedly present behind the mosque at the
Gyanvapi complex.
The plea has been moved
to Varanasi Civil Judge Court
seeking permission to offer
Chadars and hold Urs at the
Mazars allegedly present in
the mosque compound.
On the last date of hearing,
the district judge transferred
the case to the court of civil

judge (senior division) Kumud Lata Tripathi. The next
hearing is scheduled to be
held on October 3 now.
“The government should
strongly protect the 1991
Worship Act, otherwise the
minority community will
be disappointed with justice and will feel that all the
doors of justice are closed for
them,” the board said after a
Varanasi Court on Monday
dismissed a plea of the Anjuman Islamia Masjid committee challenging the maintainability of the suit filed by five
Hindu women seeking worshipping rights in the Gyanvapi mosque compound.
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top of the day
Assam passes
bill against
private
educational
institutions

DISPUR: The Assam
Legislative Assembly
passed the Assam NonGovernment Educational
Institutions (Regulation
of Fees) (Amendment)
Bill, 2022 to include penal
measures against private
educational institutions
across the state that don’t
comply with the provisions of the Fee Regulation Act. The state’s
education minister, Ranoj
Pegu, on Monday, presented the Assam NonGovernment Educational
Institutions (Regulation of
Fees) (Amendment) Bill,
2022, on the floor of the
Assembly. Then, the state
assembly passed a draft
amendment.

DA for odisha
govt employees
increased

BHUBANESWAR: As a
festive gift for the state
government employees
in Odisha, Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik on
Monday approved the
proposal to increase the
Dearness Allowance by
three percent. As per an
official statement from
the Chief Minister’s Office,
this rise will increase the
Dearness Allowance of
government employees
from 31% to 34%. “Dearness relief of pensioners
drawing a pension at
the revised rate has also
been increased by 3%,” it
said.

Odisha
devises plan
for coastal
communities

BHUBANESWAR: In a
step toward enhancing
the climate resilience of
coastal communities, the
Odisha government has
decided to implement
a community-based
action plan with an aim
of making coastal communities more climate
resilient. The decision
has been taken by the
Steering Committee of
the Integrated Coastal
Management Society
(ICZMS). Chief Secretary
Suresh Chandra Mahapatra directed to focus on
regeneration of coastal
eco-system and promotion of climate resilient
sustainable livelihood in
the coastal communities.

Committed
to support
innovation in
fintech: rbi
governor

MUMBAI: Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) Governor
Shaktikanta Das said on
Tuesday the central bank
is committed to support
innovation in fintech
sector while keeping
in mind consumer
protection. “I wish to
assure the FinTech
community that the
RBI will continue to
encourage and support
innovation. At the same
time, we would expect
the ecosystem to pay
attention to governance,
business conduct,
regulatory compliance
and risk mitigation
frameworks,” Das said
while addressing the
Global Fintech Festival
(GFF).
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TRAGEDY

4 killed, 9 rescued in noida wall
collapse, sub-contractor arrested

Priests protest
against gold plates in
Badri-Kedar temple

TDG NETWORK
Noida

TDG NETWORK 
Dehradun

T

he Gautam Buddha
Nagar Police have
filed an FIR following the death of four people
in a wall collapse incident
in Sector 21 on Tuesday and
have arrested a sub-contractor who supplied labourers
to the contractor.
Sub-contractor Gul Mohammad was arrested from
Sector 20, police said. They
said an FIR has been lodged
on the basis of the complaint
by the family. The Chief Executive Officer of the Noida

Search and rescue operation underway by NDRF.

Authority has confirmed
that the contractor will provide compensation of Rs 5
lakh to each of the deceased’s

kin.
Four people were killed
after the boundary wall of a
residential complex in Sec-

BJP slams TMC as RTI
reveals 122 farmer suicides
in Bengal
The BJP has slammed the
TMC government after
glaring facts came to the
fore as activist Bishwanath
Goswami in a right to information (RTI) application sought clarifications
on farmer suicides in the
Purba Medinipur region
of West Bengal. In contrast
to the West Bengal state
government’s projection,
at least 122 farmers were
reported dead over the last
year in the region.
However, the data furnished by the Bengal government mentioned zero
deaths. Even the most recent published data from
the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) stressed

that no farmers had committed suicide in the state.
As per reports, the highest number of suicide cases
were from Ghatal in 2021,
which stood at 63. So far,
13 farmers have committed
suicide in the region this
year.
In Goaltore village, 14
farmers were dead last
year, while five recent suicides have been committed
this year.
As many as ten farmers
killed themselves in Anandpur and eight in Keshavpur. While in Anantapur,
two have killed themselves
so far this year.
Questioning the shocking statistics, BJP Bengal
Co-in-charge Amit Malviya
slammed the West Bengal
government.

The BJP leader shared a
screenshot of the report on
a microblogging site and
sought answers from the
TMC supremo, Mamata
Banerjee.
Taking to Twitter, Malviya wrote, “ In the latest
NCRB report, WB Govt declared ZERO farmer deaths
due to suicides. But an RTI
activist found that in just
Paschim Medinipur, the
number of farmer deaths
stood at 122 for the same
period. Mamata Banerjee
must explain. Her’s is not
just a govt of thieves but
criminals too.”
The opposition parties led
by the BJP continued to call
out and question the data
and the intent of the Bengal
government over the incidents.

WAR OF WORDS

BJP fires fresh allegations at
AAP over liquor scam
TDG Network
New Delhi

In the endless war of words
between the Aam Aadmi
Party and the Centre over
the alleged liquor scam in
Delhi, the Bharatiya Janata
Party on Tuesday levelled a
fresh set of allegations at the
ruling party in the national
capital.
Addressing a press conference, BJP spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia alleged that
the AAP gave the liquor contract to its candidate Karanjit
Singh Lamba “ignoring all
the rules”.
“It has become clear from
the sting operation how Arvind Kejriwal makes a recovery. How they earn black
money and how people are
looted. Delhi government
gave L7 licence to universal
distributors. One of universal distributors partner is

that 13 people were deployed
for the repair and maintenance of the drain when the
boundary wall collapsed
around 10 a.m. Officials said
nine workers have been rescued so far.
Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi
Adityanath expressed his
grief over the loss of lives
in the incident and directed
senior officials to continue
rescue operations on a war
footing.
The Noida District Magistrate said a detailed investigation will be conducted to
ascertain the cause of the
wall collapse.

COMMUNITY

REVELATION

TDG NETWORK 
Paschim Medinipur

tor 21 of Noida collapsed on
Tuesday morning.
According to Noida District Magistrate, Suhas LY,
the incident took place after
the boundary wall of the
Jal Vayu Vihar Society collapsed during the cleaning
work of a drain adjacent to
it. The Noida Authority conducted the drain cleaning.
Police and fire personnel
were deployed at the spot after the incident. Nine workers were rescued and personnel from NDRF and the
Fire Brigade are conducting
searches.
A guard of the society said

Charanjit Singh Lamba, a
close aide of Kejriwal, CR
park ward candidate of
AAP,” he alleged.
Bhatia claimed that no
transparency was maintained in the implementation of the new excise
police (which now stands
scrapped), and asked if Kejriwal did not get money from
the “backdoor”.
“Out of the written off Rs
144 crores, Rs 66 crores
belonged to KS Lamba. No
transparency. Their only motive is dishonesty. We want to
ask Kejriwal, did he not get
money from the back door?
When Arvind Kejriwal
makes a statement, there are
no facts or evidence in it. But
when the Bharatiya Janata
Party puts forth any point, it
backs it up with proof. That’s
why Kejriwal doesn’t answer
a single question,” he said.
The BJP further sought

answers from the Chief
Minister and Manish Sisodia, who heads the Excise
Department, asking “Why
were they distributing revadis of corruption to their
close ones?”
“Arvind Kejriwal and
Manish Sisodia should tell
why they were distributing
the ravadis of corruption
to the close ones? To whom
do you give a certificate that
he is honest? That person is
behind the bars of the jail.
Why?” Bhatia asked.
Delhi BJP chief Adesh
Gupta alleged that Kejriwal
got “half the percentage of
the commission, which was
increased.”
“It has become clear from
the disclosure why that liquor policy was made? Because Kejriwal got half the
percentage of the commission which was increased,”
he said.

RAGE

Villagers carry
woman to hospital on
cot after snake bite

Villagers carrying the woman on a cot.
TDG Network
Mungeli

The villagers in the Mungeli
district of Chhattisgarh carried a tribal woman on a cot to
a hospital after she was bitten
by a snake. Citing heavy rainfall, the district’s additional
collector said that the lady
was taken on the cot as water
had filled the nearby stream.
“It is quite difficult to reach
the area and the health officials of the villages were cut
off from there due to heavy
rains,” said Teerthraj Agarwal, Mungeli Additional
Collector.
“This was a very specific
case and the water had filled
the nullah, so she had to be

taken on a cot,” Agarwal
added.
He further mentioned, “Due
to several National Green
Tribunal (NGT) rules and
the high cost of construction
of about Rs 10–12 crore, the
proposals take time to pass.
They will be sent to the authorities soon.”
“Fairly Widespread/Widespread light/moderate rainfall with isolated heavy falls
and thunderstorm/lightning
very likely over Odisha and
Chhattisgarh during 19th
to 21st; Jharkhand on 20th;
Gangetic West Bengal on
19th; Vidarbha on 21st and
22nd; East Madhya Pradesh
during 20th to 23rd,” IMD
said in a series of tweets.

Local priests on Monday
protested against the Badri
Kedar Temple Committee’s
(BKTC) decision to replace
the silver plates covering the
walls of the sanctum sanctorum of the Kedarnath temple
with gold. The decision was
taken by BKTC when a businessman offered to donate
230 kilogrammes of gold to
the temple.
As per reports, some local
priests have been opposing
the move. They say that gold
is a symbol of wealth and
worldly pleasures and goes
against the ancient values of
the temple, which signifies
separation from the material world.
“This is against the tradition. The four stambhs have
gods in them. We will not allow this. If they do not listen
to us, we will protest and
conduct a hunger strike,
“said Pandit Vinod Prasad
Shukla.
The other priests stated
that the sanctum will remain closed until the
board provides complete
clarification.”We oppose
this. Until and unless they
fully convey it, the sanctum
is to remain closed. We don’t
support this,” said Pandit
Santosh Trivedi.
BKTC President took note
of the situation and said that
there was some confusion
which was later resolved.
«Some people thought that
there was some sort of altercation in the temple›s inner
sanctum. We resolved their
doubts and explained to
them that we are just replacing the silver plates with gold
plates, «said BKTC President
Ajender Ajay. He further
clarified that the whole process is being monitored by
experts and archaeologists.
«We talked and we justified
that Somnath already has
gold plates. Kashi Vishwanath Temple has a gold temple and sanctum. Throughout history, it›s evident that

these ancient temples were
prosperous, there were no
religious values altered, or
the move doesn›t oppose any
religious belief, « he added.
In view of the huge crowd
of pilgrims in Kedarnath
Dham, the temple committee has banned the entry of
pilgrims into the sanctum
sanctorum of Kedarnath
temple.
The pilgrims will now be
able to have darshan from
the Sabha Mandap only.
Committee President Ajendra Ajay said that due to the
huge crowd, entry into the
sanctum has been banned.
He said, «The crowd is expected to remain till 15 October, after which it will be
reconsidered».
According to the data released by officials earlier,
eleven lakh pilgrims reached
Kedarnath Dham.
“A record number of passengers have arrived on this
visit. The yatra was affected
due to the corona epidemic
for two years, but this time
the yatra is being conducted
duly,” District Magistrate
(DM) Mayur Dixit said.
Dixit further said, “In the
initial phase, there were
problems due to excessive
crowd. There was some
shortage in the cleanliness
system too, but all the arrangements have been rectified. Therefore, more than
five hundred sanitation
workers are providing their
services from Rudraprayag
to Kedarnath. Also, the departments related to travel
are constantly paying attention to their work. “
“The instructions have
been given to all the departments that there should not
be any problem in the journey. Efforts are being made
to provide better facilities to
the pilgrims in the Dham including the walking route,”
he added.
Meanwhile, numerous
travellers arrived at the spot.
All efforts are being made to
provide better facilities to the
people, the DM said.

FARMER WELFARE

Chhattisgarh govt to procure paddy at
support price from 1 November
TDG Network
Balod

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Monday
announced the procurement
of paddy at a support price
from 1 November.
“I’ve asked officials to prepare for the paddy procurement. We’re fully ready and
will start procuring it from 1
November onwards,” he said
while speaking to the media.
According to an official
statement, the procurement
will be done ON the support
price. Preparations for the
same have been started in
the state.
“Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has announced that

paddy will be purchased on
a support price in the state
from November 1. Extensive preparations have been
started for the procurement
of paddy in the state. Instructions have been given to the
officers to make necessary
arrangements in all the
paddy procurement centres

so that farmers do not face
any kind of problem during
paddy procurement,” said
the statement.
The process of registration
of new farmers for paddy
procurement is underway
in the state, which will run
till 31 October 2022. The
state government is expecting more procurement in
the state “considering a better condition of paddy crops”
than last year.
It further added that the
Chief Minister has waived
agricultural loan of Rs 9,270
thousand crores on 17.82
lakh farmers of the state, irrigation tax of Rs 325 crore
and provided free and subsidized electricity to more

than 5 lakh farmers and gave
relief of about Rs 900 crore
annually.
“The Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana has boosted
crop productivity and crop
diversification in the state.
Through this scheme, farmers are being helped with the
cost of agriculture by giving
input subsidies. In the last
two years, direct assistance
of Rs 14,665 crore has been
given to the farmers under
this scheme. 90 per cent of
the farmers who benefited
from this scheme are from
small marginal farmers,
scheduled castes, scheduled
tribes, backward classes and
poor sections,” said the statement.

sources
Shimla tourist fires in air for
being denied a cigarette, arrested Cabinet reshuffle expected in Uttarakhand
TDG NETWORK 
Shimla

A tourist was arrested in Shimla for allegedly firing gunshots into the air in a restaurant
in the early hours of Tuesday. The man, identified as Vishwanath, allegedly threatened to
kill a waiter and fired rounds in the air after
the latter refused to bring him food and cigarettes, citing the closing of business hours.
Vishwanath was staying in the hotel situated in the Chotta Shimla area where the
incident happened.

“Acting on the complaint of the owner of a
private hotel that a guest who stayed in his
hotel had fired two rounds with his weapon
at night and locked himself in the hotel room
with his weapon,” said Monika Bhutungru,
Superintendent of Shimla Police.
The police have booked him under Sections 336, 506 (endangering human life or
the personal safety of others) of the Indian
Penal Code and the Arms Act.
“The accused has been arrested and further investigation is going on,” Bhutungru
added.

TDG NETWORK 
Dehradun

A major reshuffle is expected
in the Uttarakhand cabinet
soon, as per the sources.
The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) high command has
sought confidential reports
of ministers and MLAs
from Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami.
Dhami is currently present

at the BJP headquarters in
Delhi.
Dhami took oath as CM of
the state in March this year
for the second time in a row.
The BJP, led by Dhami in
the state, won 47 seats in the
70-member assembly.
The present cabinet, which
was formed in March this
year.
It includes Satpal Maharaj, Subodh Uniyal, Ganesh

Joshi, Dhan Singh Rawat,
Rekha Arya, Saurabh Bahuguna, Chandan Ram Das,
and Prem Chandra Agarwal.
Dhami holds charge of
21 departments with him,
which include industrial
development and mining,
disaster management and
rehabilitation, home guard,
home, civil aviation, prisons,
civil defence, excise, Ayush,
environmental protection

and climate change, labour,
general, and revenue management.
Prem Chand Aggarwal,
Saurabh Bahuguna and
Chandan Ramdas were included in the earlier cabinet,
while Banshidhar Bhagat,
Arvind Pandey, and Bishan
Singh Chufal - BJP’s prominent faces in the previous
government, were excluded
from the cabinet.
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top of the day
Food
delivery boy
arrested for
molestation
PUNE: The food delivery
boy was arrested for
allegedly molesting a
girl in Pune, said the
officials on Tuesday. The
accused has been identified as Raees Shaikh.
The incident pertains to
September 17, when a
19-year-old girl ordered
food on an online portal
and as the delivery was
made, the boy mauled
the survivor. “Girl alleges
she ordered on Zomato.
Raees Shaikh came for
delivery and asked for
water. When she gave
him water, he pulled her
close and molested her,”
said Senior Inspector,
Kondhwa Police Station.

Karnataka
govt decides to
withdraw 35
criminal cases
BENGALURU: The
Karnataka Cabinet has
decided to withdraw 35
criminal cases registered in various police
stations of the state. The
Cabinet’s decision came
in accordance with the
recommendation of a
sub-committee. In the
meeting that was held
on Monday night, the
Cabinet gave its nod on
several matters, including the appointment of
civic workers as government employees.

IITs are temples
to shape
humanity’s
future: minister
CHENNAI: Dharmendra
Pradhan, Union Minister
for Education and Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship, released the
Strategic Plan 2021–27 of
IIT Madras on Monday. The plan proposed
an ambitious growth
phase for the Institute
and a dedicated Mphasis
Centre for Quantum
Sciences & Kotak-IIT
(M) Save Energy Mission
today. He also launched
the ‘Kotak IITM Save
Energy’ Mission, being
set up with CSR funding support from Kotak
to help MSMEs reduce
energy consumption and
felicitated the Mphasis
team for supporting the
growth of the Centre for
Quantum Information,
Communication, and
Computing (CQuICC).

Decorum is
heart and soul
of democracy:
Vice President
NEW DELHI: Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar
on Tuesday stressed that
decorum and discipline
are the heart and soul of
democracy and urged the
elected representatives
to set high standards
through their words
and conduct, the Vice
President’s Secretariat
said on Tuesday. Addressing the members of the
Rajasthan Legislative Assembly during a felicitation ceremony organised
in his honour in Jaipur
today, Dhankhar said that
the reputation of people’s
representatives and
the efficiency of parliamentary institutions are
critical to the flourishing
of democracy.

nation
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Shinde, Thackeray both claim
victory in panchayat polls
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

T

he ruling alliance
of the BJP and the
Ekanth Shinde-led
faction of Shiv Sena, as well
as the opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA), have
both claimed victory in the
just concluded elections to
gram panchayats in Maharashtra.
After results were declared
of the polls held on Sunday

in which voting took place
in 581 panchayats spread
across 16 districts in the
state, both sides claimed
they had won. The BJP
claimed that it had won 274
gram panchayats along with
its ally, the Shinde faction of
the Shiv Sena, which won 41
others.
The party further claimed
that the NCP, Congress, and
the Uddhav Thackeray faction of Shiv Sena had respectively won only 62, 37, and 12

gram panchayats.
Speaking to a news agency after the declaration of
the results, Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde said, “It is a
verification stamp for our
Shiv Sena and BJP alliance
by the people of Maharashtra.”
The Chief Minister, who
walked out of the Shiv Sena
in June after a rebellion, said
that the victory was a mandate by the people that they
had “accepted” the alliance

retirement

between the two parties.
“It also clears that we’re
not the Shinde faction only
but we are the real Shiv
Sena and people have accepted our alliance where
we have won more than
300 panchayats. We will
contest together in upcoming polls too,” he said.
Meanwhile, NCP state
president Jayant Patil dismissed the BJP’s claims and
said that it is the MVA that
has secured victory in the

polls.
“As there are no party symbols allotted for the gram
panchayat polls by the Election Commission, so everyone can claim victory. There
is no truth in BJP-Shinde
faction claims but on the
contrary, the real fact is that
NCP, Shiv Sena and Congress, means MVA has won
the elections for gram panchayat with a clear majority
over BJP Shinde faction,” he
said.

back to normal

DMK deputy general secretary Single-day record of
Subbulakshmi quits politics 1.3 lakh passengers
at Mumbai airport
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Former Union Minister of
State for Social Justice and
Empowerment and Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
Deputy General Secretary
Subbulakshmi Jagadeesan
resigned from the party
and released a statement
announcing her decision to
quit politics.
DMK former Union Minister of States Jagadeesan
released a statement on
Tuesday mentioning that
she had sent her resignation
to DMK President M.K. Stalin and said, “I quit political

life”. In her statement, she
mentioned, “I am happy
that now our Chief Minister M.K. Stalin is being appreciated by all for his good
works. I wish to retire from
politics for a long time. To
this, I have sent my resignation from the Party designation on August 29 to DMK
President M.K.Stalin.”
Subbulakshmi Jagadheesan was the former Minister of the State of Social
Justice and Empowerment
of India from 2004 to 2009.
Later, she was not active in
electoral politics but acted as
the DMK’s Deputy General
Secretary, a pivotal designa-

tion in the DMK Party.
In the 2021 state elections,
Jagadeesan contested for
MLA from Modakkurichi,
where she lost to BJP candidate C. Saraswathi. She got
her ticket to a contest from
Modakkurichi after a long
battle with the local DMK of
Erode District.
She was a senior leader and
the party’s Deputy General
Secretary, so she managed
to get a seat but failed to win.
After the elections, sources
revealed that she had blamed
the party’s local cadres for
her defeat and alleged them
of not working for her due to
vendetta.

controversy

TN Higher Education Minister
stirs row over casteist remarks
TDG NETWORK
CHENNAI

When listing out the pride
of the “Dravidian Model” at
an event, Tamil Nadu Higher
Education Minister K Ponmudy generated controversy
when he asked a Mugaiyur
Panchayat leader, “You are
from the downtrodden community, right? You are from
SC right?”
It’s been a week since DMK
MP A Raja’s speech about
Hinduism sparked debate.

6

Another controversy has
arisen after the DMK minister’s comments as they have
received huge condemnation
on social media from netizens. At a government event
in Villupuram, Tamil Nadu
Higher Education Minister
Ponmudy was listing out
the achievements and pride
of the ‘Dravidian Model’. He
said the Dravidian Model
is the reason for women’s
reservation. He further said
that earlier, women were
suppressed in many ways,

shocking

but the “Dravidian Model”
wants to give equal opportunity to women. He also said
that the “Dravidian Model”
provides equal opportunity
to both men and women.
The controversy arose
when the minister said,
“See who is the chairman of
this village? This ‘Amma’.”
At that time, he asked the
Mugaiyur Panchayat woman leader, who was also on
stage, “You are from a downtrodden community, right?
You are ST right?”

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport (CSMIA), one of the world’s busiest single runway airports,
handled the highest passenger movement of 1, 30,374 on
September 17, 2022, the highest since the pandemic, said
the airport officials.
The growth in traffic is a
result of newer destinations,
rising flight movements, and
an increase in airline capacity at Mumbai’s Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International Airport. A statement
by CSMIA said, “Close to
95,080 passengers travelled
through Terminal 2 (T2)
and 35,294 were witnessed
travelling through Terminal
1 (T1) with 839 total flight
movements on this day.”
IndiGo, Vistara, and Go
First catered to the highest
passenger traffic on domestic routes.
As for international, IndiGo, Air India, and Emirates stood among the top 3.
Delhi, Bengaluru, and Chennai were the top 3 domestic
destinations, while Dubai,
Abu Dhabi, and Singapore
remained the top 3 international routes with maximum
air traffic.
Adding to the weekend
rush, on September 18, 2022,
CSMIA again witnessed over

in gujarat

TDG NETWORK
GANDHINAGAR

Prominent Tamil actress
Pauline Jessica, popularly
known as Divya, committed
suicide in her rented flat in
Chennai’s Virugambakkam
Mallika Avenue on September 18.
Pauline was a native of
Andhra Pradesh. She has
played the lead role in the
recently released Tamil
movie “Vaidha”. Besides,
she worked in various Tamil
movies and series.
The popular actor was
found hanging in her apartment on Sunday, September
18. Earlier, the Koyambedu
Police had got information
from neighbours of the actor
regarding her death. Later,
the said police reached the
spot and sent the body to
Kilpauk Government Medical College and Hospital for
autopsy.
Later, the relatives of the
actor were informed, and
her body was sent to Andhra
Pradesh.

Kick starting his two-day visit
to poll-bound Gujarat, BJP
national president JP Nadda
on Tuesday flagged off the
e-bikes for the Namo Kisan
Panchayat programme in
Gandhinagar.
On the occasion, Nadda
listed out the welfare schemes
rolled out by the Central government for farmers and
hailed PM Modi for launching the schemes. “All the leaders used the names of farmers
strategically but did nothing
for them. If there is anybody
who has done things on the
ground for the farmers in independent India, it is Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,”
he said.
The BJP chief listed down
the schemes for the farmers
and said that the Modi government worked to strengthen the poor during the pandemic through the PM Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana.
“When tragedy struck a
century ago, more people

Pauline Jessica

“We are investigating the
alleged suicide of popular
actor Pauline Jessica from all
sides and are taking the help
of CCTV,” said the police.
The police are trying to find
out who all came to Pauline’s
residence. Prior to the suicide, it was discovered that
the popular actor had arrived at her apartment in an
automobile.The cops are also
trying to ascertain whether it
was a suicide case or whether somebody pushed her to
commit suicide.

TDG NETWORK
ADILABAD

As many as 27 children were
hospitalized due to food poisoning in Adilabad, said officials on Tuesday.
These children were taken
to the hospital after they
complained of nausea and
vomiting. “Yesterday night,
27 children from Kaga
Nagar Minority Boys Hostel
Gurukul were admitted to a
local hospital complaining
of vomiting and nausea. A
detailed inquiry has been
ordered and we are investigating the matter,” said District Magistrate, Adilabad
Prabhakar Reddy.
As per reports, the tragic
incident took place after
the cooks avoided washing
grains and rice before cooking due to a shortage of staff.
Further investigations are
underway.
In another incident from

Uttar Pradesh, as many
as 38 students from Kasturba Gandhi Awasiya
Balika Vidyalaya in Hardoi
complained of nausea and
stomach aches after visiting
a medical camp on Sunday.
The girls had gone to the
Pihani Community Health
Centre (CHC) health camp.
Once they returned, they
started feeling nauseous
and complained of stomach
aches. They complained of
being given the wrong medicine in the hospital.
Sub Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) Swati Shukla told
the press that “32 children
are feeling fine after the
treatment, and have been
sent back. while the remaining six children have been
shifted to a civil hospital for
treatment.” SDM Shukla
also said that the whole case
is being monitored and the
exact cause of the incident
will be investigated.

IN MAHARASHTRA

PFI leader arrested in
RSS member’s murder
case in Kerala
TDG NETWORK
PALAKKAD

A leader of the Popular Front
of India has been arrested in
connection with the killing
of an RSS worker in Kerala’s
Palakkad district in April
this year, police said.
The Palakkad district secretary of PFI, Aboobaker
Siddik, was arrested on
Monday for allegedly conspiring with and hiding
the culprits involved in
the murder of RSS worker
Sreenivasan, the Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(DSP) said.
The police suspected that
Sreenivasan was hacked to
death on April 16, which the
police suspected to be in retaliation for the murder of a
PFI worker named Subair in
front of his father in Elupplly
Palakkad district on April 15.

Both these cases were given
for probe to a special investigation team headed by the
Additional Director General
of Police (ADGP) Law and
Order.
“He is the 23rd accused
in the Sreenivasan murder
case who has been arrested
for conspiring, prompting others, and helping the
culprits-in the knowledge of
their organisation- hide...He
was taken into custody from
his house and his arrest has
been recorded,” said the investigating officer, DSP Anil
Kumar.
The police have also recovered a laptop and two mobile
phones from the PFI leader’s
possession and have been
examining them. He will be
produced before the court,
the DSP said. “More arrests
will be reported soon,” he
added.

poll agenda

actress Pauline
Nadda flags off
e-bikes for Namo
Jessica found
hanging in her flat Kisan programme
TDG NETWORK
CHENNAI

1.3 lakh passengers, of which
approximately 98,000+ pax
travelled domestically while
around 32,000 pax were
seen travelling on international routes.
According to rating agency
Investment Information and
Credit Rating Agency of India Limited (ICRA), domestic traffic rose by 5 per cent
to 1.02 crore in August 2022,
indicating that the aviation
industry is set on the road to
recovery with normalcy in
flight operations.
A surprise drill was also
conducted at the Mumbai
airport on Saturday, which
showed the alertness levels
of the staff and authorities
were up to the desired level,
the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport
(CSMIA) claimed in a statement.
The mock drill was conducted at terminal 2 (T2)
wherein the airport received
an intimation about a bomb
threat during the afternoon
hours. Conducted as a surprise drill, it tested not only
the airport’s disaster response system but also its
calm coordination to avert
the crisis. The drill started
at 1:02 pm and concluded
at 1:37 pm on September 17,
2022. The drill included the
participation of CSMIA’s
multiple internal and external stakeholders.

27 children
hospitalized due
to suspected
food poisoning

died of starvation than from
disease. The corona pandemic was the biggest tragedy of
the century. Prime Minister
Modi worked to strengthen
the poor people by giving 5
kg of wheat, 5 kg of rice and
pulses to 80 crore people by
running the PM Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana. The scheme is
ongoing even today,” he said.
“Nobody thought about the
farmers. But PM Modi did the
work of sending Rs 6,000 annually to the accounts of more
than 11 crore farmers under
the PM Kisan Samman Nidhi
Yojana. The budget for the
farmers has been increased
by six times,” Nadda added.
Exuding confidence in the
work done by the BJP government in the state and at
the Centre for the farmers, the
BJP chief said that the leaders
of the party can confidently
go among the public.
“There are a few people
who’ve always done politics
in the name of farmers. But
the BJP has worked to alleviate the pain of farmers by understanding them,” he said.

Kejriwal greeted with
‘Modi-Modi’ chants in Gujarat
TDG NETWORK
VADODARA

Delhi Chief Minister and
Aam Aadmi Party national
convenor Arvind Kejriwal
was greeted with chants of
“Modi-Modi” as he arrived
at the Vadodara airport in
Gujarat.
Later, the chants of “Kejriwal-Kejriwal” were also
heard. Kejriwal is on a daylong visit to the poll-bound
state of Gujarat, where he
will address a town hall
meeting in Vadodara.
On being confronted with
the chants of his political opponent and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s name, Kejriwal could be seen smiling
while moving towards the
mediapersons.
However, he did not speak
on the spot and said he
would interact at the press
conference.
Reacting to the incident,
the BJP’s Priti Gandhi tweeted, “Arvind Kejriwal being
accorded a warm welcome
in Modi’s Gujarat!!”
The AAP is looking to set

foot in Gujarat, where the
party could not open its account in the previous Assembly elections. After a massive
victory in Punjab, the party
is looking to spread its wings
to other parts of the country.
In his attempt to reach
out to the people of Gujarat,
Kejriwal has paid multiple
visits to the state, leaving no
stone unturned in hitting
out at the BJP’s 27-year rule
and lauding the Delhi model,
promising to implement the
same if the party comes to
power.
Kejriwal has promised the
people of the state a slew
of “guarantees” which he
claims will be fulfilled.
Earlier on September 13,
during his visit to Ahmedabad, the AAP leader alleged
that the BJP is trying to make
Congress interim president
Sonia Gandhi as the “Prime
Minister through the backdoor” and “successor” to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.
Kejriwal was responding
to a question about BJP leaders’ stating that social activ-

ist Medha Patkar would be
AAP’s chief ministerial candidate in the Gujarat assembly polls.
“I have heard that the BJP
will make Sonia Gandhi
the PM candidate after PM
Modi. Ask them what they
have to say on this. Ask
them that Kejriwal has alleged that you are going to
make Sonia Gandhi the PM
candidate and the successor
to PM Modi at the national
level. What do they have to
say on this? The BJP is trying
to make Sonia Gandhi the
PM of the country through
the backdoor. Ask them this
question,” Kejriwal has said.
Kejriwal alleged that the
BJP “has not done anything”
for the development of Gujarat and claimed it has “no
programme for the next five
years”.
Kejriwal also claimed that
the Congress party is “finished” in Gujarat. “Congress
is finished. You should stop
taking their questions. People no longer care about their
questions,” Kejriwal said in
response to a query.
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MUTUAL BENEFIT

US-India trade: Case for
healthcare diplomacy
The US generic drug market is around $123 billion and India’s share
is around $7-8 billion (6.5%). India has tremendous potential to be
a major supplier of generic drugs beyond the existing level.

opinion
RAKESH K. CHITKARA

A

s a key sector of the
economy, healthcare
offers significant
synergy for both the United
States of America and India.
Healthcare represented an
important subject of discussion during the recently
concluded “Idea Summit”
organised by US-India Business Council (USIBC) in New
Delhi, while emphasizing the
need for greater engagement
and trade relations between
the two countries.
America’s healthcare expenditure is one of the highest
in the world with US$12,300
spent per person per year,
while India spends about US$
230. Let us look at how India
can help the US to reduce its
substantial healthcare cost?

And can US companies
help India improve access to
healthcare to sections of the
population where it is needed
the most?
The Indian generic drug
industry serves many countries around the world. The
US is the biggest importer
and contributes to 30% of
our exports of US$ 24 billion.
The US generic drug market
is around US$123 billion
and India’s share is around
US$7-8 billion (6.5%). India
has tremendous potential
to be the major supplier of
generic drugs beyond the
existing level. It will spur
significant new investments
in the expansion of domestic
manufacturing, creating new
jobs and encouraging companies to invest in Active Pharmaceutical Ingredient (API)
production leveraging government incentives. Supplies
to the US also encourage Indian companies to remain focused on continuous quality
improvement and on ramping up innovation. This can
make Indian manufacturing
cost and quality competitive
on a global scale.
At the same time, the US is

one of the biggest market and
producer of medical devices
and diagnotics equipment.
The US medical device industry is expected to reach
US$262Bn by 2028 (US$
140 billion today). India’s
need for medical devices is
growing significantly with
the addition of new hospitals and the upgradation of
primary healthcare centres,
thanks to the Ayushman
Bharat initiative. As of May
2021, the medical devices
market is estimated to be at
US$ 12 billion in India. India is the 4th largest Asian
medical devices market after Japan, China, and South
Korea, and among the top
20 medical devices markets
globally. The Indian medical
device industry has a 75-80%
import dependence with the
US making up US$1 billion
or 15% of imports.
The US share of this pie
can go up significantly with
the growing market in India
creating the need for additional capacity in both the
US and in India. The US can
use India as a research and
manufacturing hub for their
domestic market leading to a
reduction in costs for its own
consumers taking advantage
of growing competence here
and greater potential for
sell-through. This has been
successfully demonstrated
by US companies with R&D
facilities in India for products
like baby warmers and ultrasound equipment leading to
a reduction in costs for US
consumers and skill-transfer

and better quality goods for
Indian consumers.
Since India’s independence,
US-India relations have seen
a gradual upswing. Though
there have been some setbacks during the Indian
nuclear program in 1974 and
then in 1998, Indian premiers,
through their continued engagement with the US, have
successfully brought them
back to normalisation. Since,
President Clinton’s visit to India in 2000 and his focus on
globalisation, there has been a
shift in engagement between
the two countries resulting in
the growth of trade relations.
Since then, many milestones
have been achieved which
include Energy Security Dialogue, signing of the defence
framework and draft civil
nuclear deal.
In 2014, India’s trade relations with the US got a new
impetus. The Modi government invited American corporations to manufacture
their goods in India taking
advantage of the huge captive market and competitive
cost of goods. The US reciprocated by considering India as
strategic and defence partner.
Since then, bilateral trade
has seen a steady uptick
reaching a record of US$119
billion in 2021-22, more than
double that of what we had
seven years ago. India imports items such as crude
oil, defence supplies and
chemicals from the US and
exports gems, jewellery,
pharmaceuticals and services leaving trade deficit of

US$33 billion. It is important
to note that goods traded between the two countries are
important but not strategic;
they do not define trade relations as indispensable. India
has always spread its risks on
oil and defence supplies. At
the same time none of the
products being imported by
the US makes India an indispensable partner.
Making the trade in pharmaceuticals and medical
devices easier for both countries by removing any tariff
and non-tariff barriers will
kick-start growth and competition leading to reduced
costs. US technology suppliers need to be assured of
IP protection and further
streamlining India’s Intellectual Protection (IP) regime
will go a long way not only
in healthcare, but in all areas
where technology plays a major role. Healthcare touches
human lives and relations
thus developed can weather
geo-political upheavals.
Both nations are committed
to strong democratic values,
a large Indian diaspora is
integrated in the American
cultural fabric, thousands
of Indian students in US universities and Indian workers
in the US tech industry contribute to a sustainable and
steady relationship between
the two countries. These
components define people
to people relations.
The process of the Indo-US
Strategic Health dialogue is
a step in the right direction.
More needs to be done. Em-

bassies on both sides must
have seasoned health experts
actively resolving the issues
and building mutual trust.
An empowered working
group with representation
from key ministries and industry bodies can be created
on platforms like the USIBC
or similar bilateral trade body
to resolve issues on a realtime basis.
India has demonstrated that
our manufacturing acumen,
research and infrastructure
can fight major health issues
like the recent pandemic
alongwith major advanced
geographies. As an example,
our in-house development of
the COVID vaccine by ICMR
and scaling it up by an Indian company almost at the
same time when large global
companies introduced their
products.
Healthcare diplomacy, done
right, can create something
akin to a single market in
pharmaceuticals and medical
devices allowing both US and
Indian consumers to benefit
from lower costs and greater
access. US and Indian companies can accelerate this process through policy support
from their respective governments. The partnership will
unlock massive value, job
creation and address major
health challenges and bring
sustainable relations.
Rakesh K. Chitkara has led
public policy practice for major
US corporations, including Abbott Lab, General Electric, Dow
Chemical and Monsanto.

ENSURE THEIR SURVIVAL

Ahead of World Animal Day, let’s pledge not to
cheat the cheetahs once again
opinion
RAJESH TALWAR

The cheetahs are back in
India after 70 long years,
brought in from Namibia
on a special flight that came
in on Prime Minister Modi’s
birthday. Other cheetahs
will arrive in the coming
months, with the next batch
coming in from South Africa. Ahead of World Animal Day, the arrival of the
Namibian cheetahs should
shine the spotlight on at
least ten other animals that
are on an endangered list
in India, such as the Asiatic Lion, the Indian bison
and the blackbuck. Unlike

the big cats, less impressive dogs and cats have survived, even thrived because
of man’s fondness for them.
Befriending the human and
becoming his pet is one way
for an animal to survive. If
you wish to survive in mafia
land and the human being
is the mafia boss of all species, no question about it,
you need to become friends
with the boss. Is there another way?
Animals can also survive if
they represent tasty food for
humans. A species will be
guaranteed survival, even if
individually huge numbers
may be slaughtered. This is
the reason that the chicken,
the pig and the cow and other edible beings need never
have any fears of becoming
extinct, because humans
find them simply too tasty
to allow that to happen.
Across the planet, we have
established breeding farms
for the animals we eat. In
countries where dogs are

eaten, where appetite has
trumped “lovability”, they
have breeding farms.
Despite Hindu reverence
for the cow, there are more
than a billion cattle on the
planet. Despite Islamic prohibitions against the consumption of pork, current
estimates suggest there may
be seven hundred and fifty
million pigs on the planet.
The population of chickens
is said to be at least three
times that of humans. Since
cows, pigs and chicken are
found to be so tasty, they
will survive.
Australians regularly protest against the killing of
whales by the Japanese and
Norwegians. It is impossible
to breed sharks and whales,
so if they are eaten and cannot reproduce in our oceans
at the rate at which they are
slaughtered, they will gradually move towards extinction. The Australians are
not wrong to be concerned,
for it is a matter of historical
record that in the past there
have been animals we have
eaten into extinction such
as the sea cow, and the great
auk, a flightless seabird.
It was not possible to
breed the sea cow or the
great auk, and so we ate
them and they died. Not
only must a species be tasty,
it must be possible to breed
it. Fewer than 5,000 tigers

remain in the world, and
only about 20,000 lions.
Most of us would be aghast
at the thought of eating a
lion, tiger or cheetah, for
that matter.
Ironically enough though,
had breeding been possible
and big cat meat found delectable, surpassing the
taste of beef, pork and fish,
perhaps the selfish and selfserving side of our nature
would have ensured better
chances of their survival.
Seventy years ago, as a
result of our collective negligence, we robbed this land
of one of its original, proud
residents, one of the coolest
big cats and by all accounts
the fastest one on the planet,
for the cheetah is able to run
at an incredible 130 kilometres per hour. A BBC report
cites sources that suggest
that in Akbar’s time, there
were at least 10,000 cheetahs.
Different views have been
expressed on the possibility of survival of the cheetahs. Some wildlife experts
have expressed doubts
that the African cheetahs
will survive. On the other
hand, Pradnya Giradkar,
the country’s first cheetah
conservation specialist,
referred to as the “cheetah
lady”, with a PhD on tiger
conservation, is confident
that the Kuno experiment

will work. In any event, with
only 40 Asian cheetahs left
on the planet, it would not
have been easy to procure
the Asian variety, and the
idea of getting African ones
instead appears to be a worthy experiment.
Often in India once a couple has been married for
two or three years, or even
earlier, they are harangued
by relatives and neighbours
asking: “Any good news?” In
the same manner, national
and state authorities may
repeatedly ask the administrators of Kuno National
Park every few weeks: “Any
good news?”
One of the cheetahs has
been given the name Asha
by the prime minister. If
Asha becomes pregnant in
the days ahead, the news
will make it to the front
pages of newspapers. The
duration of a female cheetah’s pregnancy is only
three months or so. Her
pregnancy will be closely
monitored by the authorities and after a few months,
should a litter of three or
four baby cheetahs be born,
that event too will make it
to the headlines of national
newspapers, more deservedly so perhaps than news
accounts of children born
to Bollywood actors, that
currently feature on Page 3.
More than mainstream

media, the news of four
baby cheetahs being born,
should it happen, will
hopefully trump all fake
and negative news on social
media, at least for a couple
of days, with photographs
and memes circulating and
names being suggested for
the “cuties”.
Celebrities who give babies during that period will
lament the fact that news of
their offspring was eclipsed
by news of the arrival of
baby cheetahs.
While this is an eminently
possible, but rosy, scenario,
we also need to prepare for
disappointments on the
journey.
The nation looks forward
to the cheetahs settling in
and to any “good news”
that may be announced.
No pressure though. Given
our collective failure to prevent their extinction back
in 1952, the priority should
not be to engender a pregnancy but rather to try and
ensure their survival and
well-being. It will be absolutely unforgivable if, once
again, we cheat the cheetahs and rob them of the
right to live on this land.
Rajesh Talwar is an author
of 34 books across multiple
genres. He has worked for the
United Nations for over two decades in many countries.

PERSPECTIVE
SONIA’S ‘NOD’

THAROOR VS GEHLOT
FOR CONGRESS
PRESIDENT?
Congress leader and sometime rebel Shashi Tharoor met the incumbent Congress President Sonia
Gandhi recently, and has apparently got her “nod”
to contest the party’s presidential polls slated for
17 October. This line itself is pretty revelatory
about how the Congress runs, if candidates need
the High Command’s nod to throw their hat in the
ring. Having said this, the said nod could lead to
the party’s first election (as opposed to a selection)
in over two decades. The buzz is that Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot may also be contesting, and if he does, he will have the Gandhis’
blessings along with the official “nod”. However
Gehlot is not too keen to relinquish his current
job so his candidature is still a work in progress.
In the meantime, we have state unit after state
unit issuing resolutions asking that Rahul Gandhi
should step in as the party chief. Rahul, however,

Ashok Gehlot (left) and Shashi Tharoor.

has not shown any Shashi Tharoor’s
interest to ride this candidature has stirred
Trojan horse as he media interest for he
treks across South always makes news,
India, taking part in both domestically and
boat races and selfie internationally, both in the
sprees with a public mainstream media and on
that seems ready to social media. He certainly
engage. Clearly, be- knows how to coin the
fore a takeover, he right phrase, but what the
has a makeover to Congress needs right now is
not just an articulate voice
do.
Shashi Tharoor’s but also a strategist’s mind.
candidature has While Tharoor does not have
stirred media inter- enough experience to craft
est for he always a Congress comeback, he
makes news, both could stymie the exodus
domestically and in- and build the optics of a
ternationally, both party trying to do the right
in the mainstream thing. For, there is little
media and on social doubt that whether it is
media. He certainly Tharoor or Gehlot as the
knows how to coin party chief, the Gandhis
the right phrase, but will remain in control.
what the Congress
needs right now is not just an articulate voice but
also a strategist’s mind.
While Tharoor does not have enough experience
to craft a Congress comeback, he could stymie
the exodus and build the optics of a party trying
to do the right thing. For there is little doubt that
whether it is Tharoor or Gehlot as the party chief,
the Gandhis will remain in control. Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra is already handling organisational
affairs from an office at Ten Janpath with K.C.
Venugopal, General Secretary (Organisation) and
a key Rahul aide by her side, while Rahul is busy
with his Bharat Jodo yatra. In the meantime, they
need someone to fill the gap and both Tharoor or
Gehlot will fill the billboard quite nicely.
Sonia Gandhi has come a long way after P.V. Narasimha Rao and Sitaram Kesri tried to hijack her
husband’s party. She will put in enough checks
and balances to ensure that whoever wins the
election is not given a free hand and will also be
aware that this is a temporary placement.
Given that this is the job criteria, Tharoor may
fit the vacancy better than Gehlot, for the former
is not an organisational man. Like Dr Manmohan
Singh, he is a professional with global recognition and has a life beyond party affairs (think of
all those Lit Fests and seminars that would be lost
without the Tharooresque presence).
Gehlot, on the other hand, may not have the ambition to take over the party, but he has enough
organisational connect and street smarts to feed
an inclination if it strikes him at any point. Yet the
Gandhis trust him more than Tharoor for don’t
forget that the latter is part of the G-23 group.
Moreover, they need Gehlot to shift to Delhi so
that Rajasthan can be handed over to Sachin Pilot
as has been promised to the young turk by Priyanka. The catch here is that it not easy to make
Gehlot do something he doesn’t want to.
And he clearly does not want to see Sachin succeed him in Rajasthan. All in all, it’s not going to
be an easy ship to steer but at least, the Congress
making some moves instead of anchoring in very
shallow waters.
PRIYA SAHGAL
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Seeking status report from union on
appointment of ad-hoc-judges in High
courts: Supreme Court
TDG Network
new delhi

T

he Supreme Court in
the case Lok Prahari
through its General
Secretary V N Shukla IAS
(Retd) vs Union of India
and others observed and
has sought a status report
from the Union Government regarding the appointment of ad-hoc judges
in High Courts under Article 224A of the Constitution
of India.
It was stated that Article
224A of the Constitution
enables a Chief Justice of a
High Court, with the previous consent of the President
and to request a former
High Court judge to “sit and
act as a judge” to hear the
cases of the High Court. In
the judiciary history of India, the provision has been
invoked very rarely.
It was observed that the

Supreme Court in April
2021, after taking note of
the increase in vacancies in
High Courts, had stressed
on the need to appoint
ad-hoc judges and a set of
guidelines had been issued
regarding the same. The
Court issued directions in a
PIL filed by an organization
named “Lok Prahari”.
The bench comprising
of Justice Sanjay Kishan
Kaul, Justice AS Oka and
the Justice Vikram Nath on
September 14, 2022 sought
a status report from the
Union regarding any recommendation being made
for ad-hoc judges.
Further, the bench also
pondered on whether to relax the condition that there
should be more than 20%
vacancies to trigger the proceess of appointment of adhoc judges, while considering the fact that some High
Court have large number of

vacancies and are also being troubled with arrears
in some specific subjects.
Thus, the Attorney General
was requested to address
this aspect as well.
The court posted the case
to September 27.
The bench passed the order recorded as follows:
It was submitted by
Learned Attorney General
that he needs sometime
to file status report as to
whether any recommendation on ad-hoc judges have
been made and the fate
thereof.
The court while seeing
another aspect, with experience, the court is of finding that is that though we
have put a bar of not more
than 20% vacancies for
making recommendation
for ad-hoc judges, the fact
remains that some of the
Courts where there are
large number of vacancies

and are also troubled with
arrears, in some specific
subjects.
The court request the
learned Attorney General
to give a thought to this process as to how this particular aspect can be addressed.
The court stated to list on
27th September, 2022 on
the top of the Board.
The Supreme Court had
laid down 5 trigger points
which can activate the process under Article 224A, in
the judgement delivered in
April 2021.
Further, the court observed that the Trigger
Point cannot be singular
and there can be more than
one eventuality where the it
arises –
a. If there are more than
20% of the vacancies of the
sanctioned strength.
b. The cases are pending for
over five years in a particular category.

c. More than 10% of the
backlog are over five years
old of pending cases.
d. The percentage of the
rate of disposal is lower
than that of the institution
of the cases either in a particular subject matter or
generally in the Court.
e. Even if there are not
many old cases pending before the court, but depending on the jurisdiction, a situation of mounting arrears
is likely to arise if the rate
of disposal is consistently
lower than the rate of filing
over a time period of a year
or more.
Accordingly, the court
emphasized that ad-hoc
appointments cannot be a
substitute for regular appointments. Further, it added the objective is not to appoint ad-hoc judges instead
of judges to be appointed to
the regular strength of the
High Court.

Reassessment Notices Issued
Between 1st April 2021 To 30th
June, 2021 Not Time Barred:
Delhi High Court

TDG Network
new delhi

The Delhi High Court in the
case Touchstone Holdings
Private Limited Versus Income Tax Officer observed
and has held that the reassessment notices issued
between 1st April 2021 and
30th June 2021, will be
deemed to have been issued
under Section 148A of the
Income Tax Act, 1961.
The division bench comprising of Justice Manmohan and Justice Manmeet
Pritam Singh Arora observed and has stated that
the re-assessment notice
dated 29.06.2021, which
has been issued within the
extended period of limitation, is not time-barred.
It was observed that the
assessee/petitioner stated
that the information regarding the petitioner’s
alleged transaction for the
purchase of shares was factually wrong as there was no
transaction for any sale or
purchase of shares in the assessment year. Thus, the petitioner has no concern with
the transactions set out in
the notice dated June 1, 2022,
as they were undertaken by

the petitioner’s shareholders, and the assessee has no
concern with these transactions.
It was submitted by the
petitioner that, as per the
first proviso to Section 149,
no notice for re-assessment
can be issued for the assessment year 2013–14, as
the time limit for initiating
the proceedings expired on
March 30, 2020, as per the
provisions under section
149 (as it stood prior to its
amendment by the Finance
Act, 2021). The respondent
initiated the proceedings in
pursuance of the initial notice dated June 29th, 2021.
In the present case, the
department submitted that
Section 3 of the Taxation and
Other Laws (Relaxation and
Amendment of Certain Provisions) Act, 2020 (TOLA)
applies to the unamended
provisions under Section
149 (as it stood prior to its
amendment by the Finance
Act, 2021). However, the
initial notice dated June 29,
2021, and the proceedings
taken in continuation, were
not time-barred. The information pertaining to the petitioner, which is a part of the

BDR Group and the same is
duly reflected in the investigation report. Thus, the BDR
Group is in the business of
providing accommodation,
and as per the department,
the petitioner received a
bogus share premium and
capital of Rs. 69.93 crores.
Further, the court noted
that the petitioner has not
brought on record anything
to prove that the reassessment proceedings are being
undertaken in an arbitrary
manner.
It was held by the court
that the relevant portion of
the notification, which extended the time limit for the
issuance of time-barring
reassessment notices until June 30, 2021, was not
struck down by the court. It
was held by the court that
categorically the power of
re-assessment existed prior
to 31st March 2021 and remained extended till 30th
June 2021.
Accordingly, the court
clarified that the assessing
officer must decide the case
on its own merits, without
regard to any observations
made in the order, except for
the issue of limitation.

in court

Supreme Court: Notice Issued On NIA’s Plea
Challenging Fresh FIR By Chhattisgarh Police
To Probe Larger Conspiracy Allegations In 2013
Maoist Attack On Congress Leaders
TDG Network
new delhi

The Supreme Court in the
case NIA v. State of Chhattisgarh SLP observed and issued notice in appeal filed by
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) challenging a
fresh FIR registered, in 2020,
by the Chhattisgarh police to
probe the allegations of larger political conspiracy in the
Maoist attack that had killed
senior Congress leaders in
2013 in Bastar.
The Court stated that it is
an important issue, we will
issue notice.
The bench comprising of
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
and the Justice Hima Kolhi
observed and has also stayed
further investigation by the
local police in the second
FIR lodged in 2020.
It added that there shall be
a stay of further investiga-

tion by local police in FIR.
The Court observed that
the NIA’s petition assails
the order of the Chhattisgarh High Court dated
02.03.2022, whereby it had
refused to quash the second
FIR or transfer the same to
NIA for further investigation. Thus, the Central investigation agency had initially moved a Special NIA
Court in Chhattisgarh with
a quashing/transfer plea, the
same was rejected.
Further, the court observed that in In May, 2013,
29 people, including senior
Congress leaders were attacked and killed during
a poll campaign in Bastar.
The Central Government
directed the NIA to conduct
the investigation. In 2020,
the second FIR was lodged
by the son of one of the Congress leaders who had lost
his life to the 2013 attack,

wherein alleging a larger
political conspiracy.
The counsel, Additional
Solicitor General, S.V. Raju,
appearing on behalf of NIA,
apprised the Bench that
NIA was entrusted with
the investigation of the Bastar ambush pursuant to
an order being passed by
the Central Government
in 2013 under Section 6 of
the National Investigation
Agency Act, 2008. Further,
after almost seven years, in
2020, a FIR pertaining to the
same incident was lodged by
the State police to probe into
allegations of larger conspiracy at the instance of a new
informant. It was argued by
Mr. Raju that the allegation
of the ‘larger conspiracy’ is a
connected offence and hence
ought to be investigated by
NIA in terms of Section 8 of
the National Investigation
Agency Act, 2008.

Section 8 reads as underThe Agency may also investigate any other offence
which the accused is alleged
to have committed if the offence is connected with the
Scheduled Offence, while
investigating any Scheduled
offence.
Before the court, it was
submitted by Mr. Raju that
after the second FIR was
lodged in 2020, considering
that the allegations pertain
to the same predicate offence NIA had written to the
Special Judge asking the local police to stop their investigation and to hand-over the
documents to NIA by virtue
of Section 8 of the NIA Act.
It was submitted by the
Senior Counsel for the State
that chargesheet in the main
offence was filed by NIA in
2015, and the larger conspiracy angle was never investigated by it.

In Court

Madhya Pradesh High Court Quashes Penalty
Under CGST Act; Mistake In E-way Bill Was
Human Error
TDG Network
new delhi

The Madhya Pradesh High
Court in the case Maharaja
Cables (C/O Maxwell Logistic Pvt Ltd) Vs Commissioner
(GST) State Tax Indore (M.P.)
observed and has quashed
the penalty imposed under
the Central Goods and Service Tax Act, 2017 on a private
company after the petitioner
argued that while generating
the e-way bill the mistake was
an inadvertent human error.
The division bench comprising of Justice Sheel Nagu
and Justice Virendra Singh
observed while allowing the
plea that the that the mistake

in the e-way bill was bonafide.
However, the court stated that
the authorities will be at liberty to consider the case of
the petitioner for the imposition of a minor penalty while
treating the mistake in question to be a clerical mistake as
per Circular dated 14.09.2018
which is issued by the Ministry of Finance, Government
of India.
In the present case, the petitioner, a private company
engaged in the business of
copper cables, entered into
an agreement with one M/s
Bajaj Electricals Ltd. for the
supply of certain goods and
as per the agreements the
goods had to be delivered at

the factory in Bhopal. Thus,
the agreement ultimately ensued in the transportation of
a consignment through M/s
Maxwell Logistic Pvt. Ltd. by
vehicle.
The court observed that a
tax invoice was generated
which reflected the destination as well as the registration
number of the vehicle. An
E-way bill was generated
by the petitioner which was
required to be carried along
with the consignment. Therefore, the address on the E-way
bill was mentioned at the registered office of the consignee
at Indore, instead of Bhopal.
It was observed that the
initiated proceedings under

Section 129 of the Central
Goods and Service Tax Act,
2017, which ultimately resulted in the passing of the order
by which the liability of an
additional tax and as well as a
penalty was imposed against
the petitioner. Thus, the court
dismissed the appeal against
the order. Before the High
Court, the petitioner had
challenged the order passed
by the original as well as the
appellate authorities.
It was contended by the
petitioner that the mistake
while generating the E-way
bill was an inadvertent human error and there was no
intention to evade the tax liability.
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import-export

Indian manufacturers will get an opportunity to explore
the East and Central African Market : MSME Secretary
TDG Network
new delhi

Introduction

T

anzania accounts
for 27% of India’s
overall engineering
exports to the East African
region: High commissioner
of India in Tanzania. Bilateral merchandise trade between India and Tanzania
almost doubled to USD 4.5
billion in 2021-22: EEPC
India Chairman
Indian manufacturers
will get an opportunity to
explore the entire eastern
and central Africa market
during INDEE 2022, said
BB Swain, Secretary, Ministry of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises, Government of India about the
Tanzania edition of the en-

gineering event.
“I hope that the event will
achieve its objectives and
will give a further boost to
our economy,” he added.
Speaking at the flagship
engineering event, Mr.
Binaya S Pradhan, High
Commissioner of India,
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
said that Tanzania transitioned into a lower-middleincome economy in 2020
after experiencing sustained economic growth
for the last 20 years.
“Tanzania’s biggest advantage is in its geographical
location as the country is
strategically located along
the Indian Ocean and is
easily accessible via maritime routes. It also provides easier trade links
between Asia and Africa
– therefore deeper trade

integration with Tanzania
would also ease India’s access to the African countries and be part of the East
African value chain,” Mr.
Pradhan said.
He noted that Tanzania
accounts for 27% of India’s overall engineering
exports to the East African
region.
The High Commissioner
highlighted that India is
among the top five investment sources in Tanzania.
“Some of the major Indian
companies in Tanzania
include Airtel (telecom);
Tata Africa Holdings Ltd,
Mahindra & Mahindra
(tractors); Kamal Group
(Steel); Kalpataru (power
transmission); Larsen &
Toubro, etc. In June 2022,
Indian companies signed
contracts for water proj-

ects in 24 major towns of
Tanzania funded by Line of
Credit of USD 500 million
from EXIM bank,” he said.
In his inaugural speech,
EEPC India Chairman Mr.
Mahesh Desai said that
Tanzania has a substantial
share in India’s engineering exports to East Africa.
He further said that bilateral merchandise trade
almost doubled to USD 4.5
billion in 2021-22 while engineering trade more than
doubled over the previous
fiscal to reach USD 1.6 billion in 2021-22.
“India-Tanzania ties have
evolved into a modern
and pragmatic relationship with sound political
understanding, diversified economic engagement,
people-to-people contacts
in the field of education,

healthcare, and development partnership in capacity building, training, concessional credit lines, and
grant projects,” Mr. Desai
said.
In his address at INDEE
Tanzania 2022, he stated
that Tanzania has a substantial share in India’s
engineering exports to East
Africa.
INDEE is India’s largest overseas exhibition on
engineering and it is organized by EEPC India. Over
a period of 45 years, INDEE has been established
as the largest and most
important showcase for
Indian engineering abroad.
41 INDEES have been organized in 27 countries to
date across six continents.
This is the 42nd edition
of INDEE being orga-

nized in association with
the Department of Commerce, Government of India; Tanzania Chamber of
Commerce, Industry and
Agriculture (TCCIA), and
Indian High Commission
in Tanzania.
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has
b e e n s i g n e d b e t we e n
EEPC India & Tanzania
Chamber of Commerce, Industry represented by Mr.
Mahesh Desai, Chairman,
EEPC India, and Mr. Paul
F. Koyi, President- Board
Chairman, The Tanzania
Chamber of Commerce,
Industry and Agriculture
(TCCIA) with the objective
to expedite and carry forward the businesses and
agreements that will emanate from the INDEE 2022
and ensure their smooth

take off.
Mr. Rakesh Shah, Former
Chairman and Chairman
of Publicity, Exhibition
and Delegation Committee,
EEPC India noted, “Indiathe fastest growing G-20
economy in FY22 with
9% GDP growth, Second
highest producer of crude
steel and consumer of finished steel, Third highest
most attractive investment
destination for technology
transactions & Resident
patent applications; Eighth
highest in Scientific Publications and Scientific &
Technical Manpower is the
nation World is looking at
proudly and with anticipation.”
Ro h i n g t o n E n g i n e e r,
Chairman of EEPC India Committee on Trade
with Central, Eastern, and

Southern Africa said that
bilateral trade figures reflect the strengthening of
business relations between
the two nations.
“Bilateral merchandise
trade reached USD 4.5 billion in 2021-22 by growing
almost double over the previous fiscal and registering
14.7% CAGR in the last five
completed fiscals. India’s
exports also doubled to
USD 2.3 billion in 2021-22
over the previous fiscal,”
he said.
Engineer also mentioned
that Tanzania sees a high
demand for several Indian
product groups including
petroleum products, pharmaceuticals & chemicals,
motor vehicles, electrical
goods, articles of iron &
steel, sugar, and machinery
among others.

planning

Intellectual Property

Flag To be installed at tourist
EXTENDED IP PROTECTION GIVEN TO CERTAIN National
places: G Kishan Reddy
BRANDS: FAIR OR UNFAIR

analysis
Pankhuri Jain
The Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion Office of CGPDTM in
India investigates the filing of various intellectual
property rights. In the year
2021, around 256 thousand
industrial trademarks were
registered in India. With
the globalization and development of technology
around the globe, IP-intensive companies and industries are emerging each
day and understanding the
importance of IP protection.
Think of the purplecolored Cadbury chocolate - that particular shade
of purple is trademarked.
Think of the golden arches
design associated with McDonald’s packaging; that
specific symbol is trademarked. Both the distinctive purple color and the
familiar McD logo instantly
create brand and product
glory in consumers&#39;
minds.
In general, a trademark is
the legal recognition of the
brand, which distinguishes
your identity and makes it
unique. It is a word, phrase,
logo, or configuration that
recognizes and distinguishes the sources of goods of
one enterprise from another. India is a signatory to 2
major international treaties:
(i) Paris Convention for Protection of Industry Property,
1883 and (ii) TRIPS Agreement (Trade-related aspects
of IP Rights), 1994. With
globalization, trademarks
have attained immense
value and require uniform
standard protection as recognized in TRIPS. This led
to the annulment of the old
Indian Trade &amp; Merchandise Marks Act, 1958,
and the enactment of the
new Trade Marks Act, 1999.
This Act provides for trademark registration, protection, and penalties for infringement.

CAN COMPETITIVE
BUSINESSES CHOOSE
SIMILAR BRAND
NAMES?
Think of Pominick as a

company that sells dark
chocolates, and then imagine Pominick as a company that sells pizza. As a
consumer, how would you
distinguish Domino&#39;s
pizza selling brand from
Pominick&#39;s? Can
Pominick sell pizza with
a similar brand name as
Dominoes?
This question has two facets:

1- NON-COMPETING
BUSINESS
The use of overlapping
trademarks is not considered infringing if the
products or services of the
companies are not competing and are not distributed in the same markets.
There are many brands
in the market that use the
same brand name for different types of business or
product categories, which
are called &quot;brand
twins.&quot;
Is Dove Beauty Bar and
Dove Chocolate owned by
the same company? No, although two different businesses possess the same
registered name, it has different product. Unilever,
based in the United Kingdom, owns soap, and Mars,
based in the United States,
owns Dove chocolate.
There are many detriments of using the same
brand name as it tarnishes
individuality and affects
brand recognition. But
it is not possible to own
a “word”. Even companies like Unilever or Apple
didn&#39;t make their investment by trademarking
their brand name in all categories of products. So, to
maintain genuineness and
uniqueness, one must do
the proper research in the
niche product area before
finalizing its brand name.

2- COMPETING
BUSINESS
Generally, businesses that
are competitive in nature
are restrained from opting for trademarks that are
similar to any businesses

that are already in existence.
One of the primary purposes of trademarks is to
dissuade consumer confusion. The ice cream parlor
with mouthwatering flavors might lose business to
an identically named parlor
that sells lousy ice- cream.
In the case of Dominos IP
holder LLC &amp; Anr v.
Ms Dominick Pizza &amp;
Anr, 1 the Court ordered to
give Domino’s protection of
its mark “Dominos Pizza”
and restrained Dominick
Pizza from selling, advertising, or marketing under
the marks “Cheese Burst”
and “Pasta Italiano.&quot;
The Court further suspended the domain names of
“Dominick Pizza”. Using an
identical name with similar flavors is deceptive and
creates disarray in consumers&#39; minds. If a business uses a trademark that
is identical or confusingly
similar to that of a competitor,
and there is a chance that
customers may mistake the
source of the goods or services, then that business
has committed trademark
infringement.

EXTENDED PROTECTION TO THESE BUSINESSES: EXCEPTION
TO NON-COMPETING
BUSINESS
Some businesses in the
market have a powerful history and emotion attached
to them, and these businesses should be shielded
more comprehensively to
protect their cordiality and
maintain their authenticity.
The same has been done in
a recent matter of “Amul”.

AMUL - The Taste of
India
In a recent case of Kaira
District Cooperative Milk
Producers Union Ltd. vs
Maa Tara Trading Co. 2 The
Calcutta High Court said
that the “Amul” brand symbolizes an Indian brand
that has become a household name and they should
be given extensive protection against unauthorized
use even with respect to
non-competing goods and
services as it represents
th e pro gre s s towards
wealth in India&#39;s rural areas. Therefore, the
court restrained Maa Tara,
a local candle distributing
company from using the
trademark “Amul Candles”

as it violates the statutory
rights as well as the common rights of Amul which
has resulted in the loss of
revenue.
1. Dominick severely tarnishing Business &amp;
Trademark, available at:
https://www.livelaw.in/
news-updates/delhi- highcourt-dominos-trademarkinfringement-dominickpizza-reputation-208033
(Visited on September 4,
2022)
2. Trademark ‘Amul’ deserves broad protection
against non-competing
goods, available at:
https://www.barandbench.com/amp/story/
news/litigation/trademark-amul-deservesbroad-protection-againstnon-competing-goods-services-calcutta-high-court
(Visited on September 5,
2022)
Despite numerous court
cases, many companies
still make crores from the
&quot;Amul&quot; trademark tarnishing the brand
image and being deceptive
to the general populace.
Amul Macho, for instance,
has sold innerwear for
years without being ordered for injunction by the
Court. The rights of these
brands, which contribute
significantly to the Indian
economy and the revolution, must be fiercely protected.

Conclusion
The use of technology dictates almost everything
from techniques and methodologies to IP conflicts.
Refinement in Technology
will lead to an increase in
crimes and trademark infringement, making it simpler for inferior businesses
to defame products from
renowned enterprises. It is
a well-known legal norm
that a business can acquire
exclusive rights to use
a specific phrase within
certain bounds. The word
must have been used to the
point where it has become
distinctive and has lost its
original meaning.
There are certain brands
that need special protection because of the heritage
and unique identity they
harbor and these brands
can be safeguarded by
passing special laws that
specify the requirements
to qualify as “exceptions to
non-competing business”.
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The three days National
Conference of State Tourism Ministers at Dharamshala, Himachal Pradesh
concluded today in the presence of Union Tourism Minister G. Kishan Reddy. Tourism Ministers of 12 States
including Madhya Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Goa, Haryana, Mizoram,
Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, Maharashtra and Himachal Pradesh
attended the conference.
During concluding remarks,
G Kishan Reddy thanked all
the State delegates and sector representatives for their
valuable suggestions. Shri
Reddy urged that all states
share and adopt best practices to boost the tourism
sector. States must organise
such conferences at state
level with district officers of
different departments and
stake holders to improve
and promote tourism destinations. Shri Reddy emphasised on the importance
of Yuva Tourism Clubs and
said these clubs can became
game changer for the sector.
Reddy also informed that
National Flag will be installed
at tourist places. He also appealed to the states and stakeholders to install flag at all
hotels and tourist places. The
Union Minister said that such
conferences will be organised
from time to time to provide
an opportunity to learn from
one another and hoped that
this will yield desired results

• “ India is estimated to achieve 50 Bn USD GDP contribution from Tourism, 30 Bn USD in Foreign Exchange
Earnings and 15 million foreign arrivals by 2024,” said
G Kishan Reddy
• “250 Bn USD GDP contribution from Tourism, 137 Million jobs in the Tourism sector, 56 Bn USD in Foreign
Exchange Earnings and 25 Million foreign arrivals are
expected to be achieved by 2030,” said G Kishan Reddy
• Three days’ National Conference of State Tourism Ministers at Dharamshala concludes today

very soon.
Talking about the outcome
of the conference, Secretary
Tourism Arvind Singh said
India will play a pivotal role
in contributing towards
global tourism recovery
driven mainly through domestic tourism. All the major
tourism indices have started
showing signs of recovery
towards the pre pandemic
levels such as domestic air
passenger traffic, hotel occupancy and tourist footfalls.
The National Tourism Policy
has been drafted with a holistic vision and strategy to revive India’s Tourism and targets to achieve USD 1 Trillion
by the sector in 2047. Against
this backdrop, the Ministry

is also paving the way for
developing responsible and
sustainable tourism destinations. The Government of
India will continue to support MSMEs in tourism and
capitalise on the employment
generation potential in the
sector. Various initiatives under the ongoing schemes of
the Ministry of Tourism are
planned to be strengthened
to ensure complete recovery
from the disruption caused to
the tourism economy due to
the pandemic.
Arvind further said that
India plans to position itself
as a major tourism destination during its presidency
of G20 for 2023. We plan to
ensure due rigour, dedication
and showcase our cultural
richness while welcoming
the world to our nation. We
plan to bring in necessary
interventions including
Visa Reforms, Ease of Travel,
traveller friendly Immigration Facilities at Airports and
openness to international
travel and these major topics were deliberated during
the two-day meet.
Informing about the goals
for the India Tourism Sector for 2024 he said that we
will strive to recover to pre-

pandemic level by mid 2024.
The country is estimated to
achieve 50 Bn USD GDP contribution from Tourism, 30
Bn USD in Foreign Exchange
Earnings and 15 Mn foreign
arrivals by 2024.
He further said that India
is estimated to grow at 7-9%
CAGR in the coming decade
and 250 Bn USD GDP contribution from Tourism, 137
Mn jobs in the Tourism sector, 56 Bn USD in Foreign
Exchange Earnings and 25
Million foreign arrivals are
expected to be achieved by
2030. We commit to deliver
plans aligned with these
goals and commitments to
ensure positioning of India
as one of the leaders in the
tourism sector by 2047.
On the last day of conference sessions on Role of
digital technology for the
marketing and promotion of
tourism destinations, Emerging importance of homestays
in the Indian hospitality sector, Ayurveda, Wellness, and
Medical Value travel, and
lastly on Forest and wildlife
tourism were organized. Secretary Electronics and Information Technology, GoI Shri
Alkesh Sharma, Secretary
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, GoI Shri Rajesh
Aggarwal, G20 Sherpa Shri
Amitabh Kant, Member NITI
Aayog Dr. Vinod Kumar Paul,
Additional Secretary Health
& Family Welfare Shri Lav
Agarwal, Secretary Tourism
Shri Arvind Singh, DG Tourism Shri G. Kamala Vardhana
Rao and other senior officers
of the Ministries also graced
the event.
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TOP OF THE DAY
SEVEN CHILDREN
KILLED IN
MYANMAR
ARMY ATTACK
NAYPYIDAW: At least
13 people including seven children were killed,
while 17 others were
injured after army helicopters fired at a school
in Myanmar, media
reports citing residents.
According to TRT World,
which cited the military,
the building was being
used by rebels. The
incident took place on
Friday in the village
of Let Yet Kone in the
central Sagaing region,
as per TRT World.
Reports say army helicopters had opened fire
on the school housed in
a Buddhist monastery.

BUSINESSMAN
SHOT DEAD IN
KATHMANDU
KATHMANDU: Two
assailants killed a garment worker in Nepal’s
capital Kathmandu on
late Monday evening
after a car chase. The
55-year-old victim
was identified as Lal
Mohammad, according
to the Police. A resident
of Hariwan Municipality-2 in Sarlahi, Lal
Mohammad, was shot
three rounds- two on
the head and one on
the thigh, the CCTV
video from the incident
site confirmed following which he was taken
to Tribhuwan University
Teaching Hospital in
Maharajgunj. Yet, he
died there,” Spokesman of District Police
Range Kathmandu, SP
Dineshraj Mainali.

ONE KILLED IN
EARTHQUAKE
IN MEXICO
MEXICO CITY: A massive earthquake of
magnitude 7.7 jolted
the southwestern coast
of Mexico on Monday,
killing at least one
person. The quake hit
after 1 p.m. EST with
the epicentre located
near the coastline of
Michoacan state, CNN
reported citing the US
Geological Survey Data.
Strong tremors were
felt in nearby Colima which is situated
around 100 kilometers
(62 miles) from the epicentre whereas light to
moderate shaking was
felt in Mexico City.

‘HONG KONG
MAY REPORT
SECOND HIGHEST
DEFICIT EVER’
HONG KONG: Hong
Kong is expected to
record its second worst
deficit at more than
HK$100 billion ($12.74
billion) amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, Finance Secretary
Paul Chan Mo-po
said in his recent blog.
China Daily quoting
Chan reported that
the deficit would mark
the second-highest
ever, behind only the
HK$232.5 billion record
in 2020, adding that the
number will be even
worse if it excludes the
HK$35 billion raised
through the issuing of
Green Bonds.
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AMID REGIONAL TENSIONS

EXTRA-JUDICIAL KILLINGS

UN calls for genuine investigation
into Panjshir crimes by Taliban
TDG NETWORK
KABUL

U

N special rapporteur for Afghan
human rights,
Richard Bennett, called out
the Taliban to conduct the
investigations amid reports
of extra-judicial killings in
Panjshir in a genuine manner and as per international
standards.
“Noting the Department
of Foreign Affairs, MoD,
has opened an investiga-

tion into reports of extrajudicial killings in Panjshir,
I remind the Taliban that
they bear responsibility for
the actions of their forces,”
Bennett said in a tweet,
TOLOnews reported. However, the local officials in
Panshir said that a serious
investigation is underway.
“The Ministry of Defense
and the provincial governor’s office started a serious investigation into this
to find out the time of the
videos because the fight-

ing happened in several
areas.”Sometimes the videos are misused,” said Nasrullah Malikzada, head of
the Panjshir Department of
Culture.
As per the Khaama Press,
and stated that the perpetrators would be brought to
justice if it is proven that the
footage is original and the
incident took place in Panjshir, TOLOnews reported.
Several reports have been
published about the clashes
between the Islamic Emir-

‘SENIOR PARTNER’

ate forces and Resistant
Front fighters, with both
sides claiming to be inflicting casualties on each other.
Earlier, too, UN experts
cautioned that Afghanistan’s future is “bleak” if
more is not done to improve
the deteriorating human
rights situation, especially
for women and girls.
Since they took control of
the country in August 2021,
the Taliban have violated
women’s and girls’ rights to
education, work, and free

movement and decimated
the system of protection
and support for those fleeing domestic violence. The
group has also detained
women and girls for minor
violations of discriminatory rules and contributed to
a surge in the rates of child,
early, and forced marriage
in Afghanistan. Various
rights group is calling on
the Taliban to implement
major policy changes and
measures to uphold the
rights of women and girls.

UNHRC SESSION

China holds the balance BALOCH RIGHTS GROUP
of power in its ties with HIGHLIGHTS ENFORCED
DISAPPEARANCES IN
‘desperate’ Russia
BALOCHISTAN

TDG NETWORK
HONG KONG

As Russia becomes more
desperate thanks to military
shortcomings in its unprovoked invasion of Ukraine,
China is increasingly taking on the mantle of senior
partner.
At the same time, Beijing
remains concerned about
the signals it is getting from
the USA, the latest of which
was President Joe Biden’s
promise to defend Taiwan
against a Chinese invasion.
The Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit
in Samarkand brought together Chairman Xi Jinping
and President Vladimir
Putin for a sideline meeting on September 15. It was
Xi’s first overseas trip since
January 2020, and the first
face-to-face meeting between the two authoritarians since Russia invaded
Ukraine in February.
The two last met in person
on February 4 during the
Beijing Winter Olympics.
Then, they affectionately
boasted of a “friendship
between the two states
[that] has no limits.” Three
weeks later, Putin invaded
Ukraine. China has been far
from impressed by Russia’s
military performance as the
war drags on.
Nonetheless, China is a

TDG NETWORK
GENEVA

Russian President Vladimir Putin with his Chinese counterpart
Xi Jinping.

steadfast defender of Russia, avoiding any criticism
of Putin, and even refusing
to call it a “war” or “invasion.” Because of this, Beijing’s image has been rightly
tarnished by its association
with a warmonger.
After the Putin-Xi meeting, careful scrutiny of a
readout from the Chinese
Foreign Ministry indicates
Chinese disquiet. On the
surface, things look rosy,
with comments such as this:
“In the face of changes in
the world, of our times, and
of history, China will work
with Russia to fulfil their

responsibilities as major
countries and play a leading
role in injecting stability into
a world of change and disorder.” Yet, significantly, gone
were the partners’ earlier
mentions of cooperation on
“the development of the international order and global
governance towards a more
just and reasonable direction.”
China has certainly not
let up on efforts to rewrite
the current international
system, but it is now reticent to explicitly state that
it is doing so hand in hand0
with Russia.

DELUGE AFTERMATH

Pakistan floods: Infectious
diseases kill nine people
in Sindh in 24 hours
TDG NETWORK
KARACHI

As infections continue to rise
across flood-hit Pakistan,
at least nine people were
reported dead of viral diseases in Sindh on Monday,
ARY News reported, citing
the data of the Ministry of
Health.
According to the NDMA,
the death toll has reached
1,559, including 551 children and 318 women in the
south-Asian country, and
viral diseases such as malaria, dengue fever, diarrhoea, and skin infections
have wreaked havoc across
provinces as the water starts
to recede. Among the nine
people who died, five were
men and four were women.
Three belonged to Noshero
Feroz, and two each were
from Jacobabad, Tando Allahyar, and Umerkot, as per
ARY News.
The infectious diseases in
the flood-hit areas of Sindh
have reached a dangerous
level, according to Geo News,

Baloch Voice Association,
an NGO based in Paris, organised a three-day poster
manifestation to highlight
a three-fold increase in enforced disappearances in
Balochistan.
The manifestation started
on Monday in front of the
Human Rights Commission
in Geneva on the occasion of
its 51st session. Activists displaying the posters narrating
the deteriorating condition
of the Baloch people.
The posters carry slogans
—“Pakistan end epidemic of
enforced disappearances in
Balochistan”, “Kidnap, torture, murder, the plight of

over reports of a fresh wave
of enforced disappearances
in Balochistan and the rest of
Pakistan.
Experts believe that the
missing persons may be
dead or their mutilated bodies dumped into ditches and
may be locked in some detention centres. The 51st regular
session of the Human Rights
Council is being organized
from September 12 to October 7, 2022 in Geneva.
In June this year, Doda Ellahi and Ghamshad Baloch
—students of Karachi University’s Philosophy Department were allegedly taken
away from their house. The
students belonging to the
Kech district of Balochistan
went missing on June 7.

and have claimed more than
1,500 lives with an estimated
loss of over USD 30 billion to
the economy.
According to the health department data, more than 2.5
million people have been affected by infectious diseases
in flood-hit areas, ARY News
reported.
In a recent statement, the
World Health Organization expressed deep concerns about the potential
for a “second disaster in
Pakistan: a wave of diseases
and deaths” following the

catastrophic floods caused
by climate change that
have submerged one-third
of Pakistan. Explaining
the impacts on health, the
WHO chief suggested acting quickly to protect health
and deliver essential health
services.
Mo n s o o n r a i n s h ave
claimed over a thousand
lives across Pakistan since
June and unleashed powerful floods that have washed
away swathes of vital crops
and damaged or destroyed
more than a million homes.

TDG NETWORK
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Deputy Assistant to US
President Joe Biden and
White House Indo-Pacific
Coordinator Kurt Campbell
said that China, in the last
several years, has sought to
expand its military footprint
in the Pacific region.
He made these remarks at
Carnegie’s 2nd annual IndoPacific Islands dialogue in a
session titled “U.S. View on
Islands in the Indo-Pacific.”
“In the last several years
there is a more ambitious
China that seeks to develop
a footprint militarily (in the
Pacifics). That has caused
some anxiety with partners
like Australia and New Zealand, and even countries in
the region as a whole. That
is an added dimension to the
circumstances.
Terming the Pacific region
“diverse,” he said that the
US needs to gauge many parameters when it comes to
the Pacific Islands, including telecom, educational
opportunity, enormous
challenges of governance,
and businesses that have
been hurt.
At another session titled
“Conversation Fireside Chat
Developments in the Pacific: A View from Australia”
Paul Myler, Deputy Chief of
Mission, Embassy of Australia, said that Australia’s
position in the Pacific seems

Deputy Assistant to US
President Joe Biden and
White House Indo-Pacific
coordinator Kurt Campbell.

to be evolving, and this is
one of the most important
priorities of the newly elected Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese. “A huge emphasis
on Pacific priorities is there
in the face of increasing
strategic contestation.” He
talked about the Australian
Foreign Minister Penny
Wong’s visit to Pacific island forums, which “shows
her level of commitment to
listening and partnership.”
Deputy Chief of Mission
Myler also noted that Australia recognises climate
change as an existential
threat. “Climate change is
also intertwined with security. Priorities are there for
infrastructure and development in the Pacific. “Getting
over COVID will be important for a fiscal boost for the
Pacifics.” “We have to find
a way to provide fiscal support to Pacific islands to get
back on stable footing,” he
added.

REAL ESTATE SLUMP

CHINA’S HIGH-PACED
GROWTH SEEMS TO HAVE
ENDED AMID COOLING
ECONOMY: SURVEY
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING

A Baloch rights group organised a three-day poster protest on
enforced disappearances during the 51st session of UNHRC.

Pakistan’s thousands of disappeared”, “Free Free Free
Balochistan”, “Pakistan end
occupation of Balochistan”.
Baloch activists have
termed the Chinese ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) projects as
exploitative. Notably, earlier, the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan
(HRCP) expressed alarm

“#Balochstudents become
posters on wall due to #EnforcedDisappearances.The
two students of KU’s Philosophy Dept. —Doda Baloch
and Ghamshad Baloch were
taken away from their home
near Maskan Chowrangi
#karachi on June 7 and till
date their whereabouts are
unknown.#UNO,” tweeted
Mengal.

OCCASIONAL SPILLS

According to the health department data, more than 2.5 million
people have been affected by infectious diseases in flood-hit
areas.

CHINA SEEKS TO
DEVELOP MILITARY
FOOTPRINTS IN PACIFIC
REGION, CLAIMS BIDEN’S
DEPUTY ASSISTANT

‘PAKISTAN GUARDS CPEC
REALITY BETTER THAN
STATE SECRETS’
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING

Secrets of CPEC projects are guarded more than state secrets
by the Pakistani government, but the occasional spills suggest that these projects are facing severe challenges to sustain
themselves, which is posing a great hindrance to the country’s
power sector growth, media reports said.
The faultlines clearly highlight that as Pakistan is unable
to resolve some key issues in the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) projects, the investment flow from China
is drying up, Inside Over reported. Despite efforts by Pakistan to keep CPEC’s reality a secret, different organs of the
Pakistani government from time to time reveal that the projects are entangled in debt.
For instance, in 2020, a “leaked” report of an internal committee formed by the Pak government shed some light on
the exploitative nature of power sector deals and the lack of
transparency under CPEC.

The high-paced growth era
seems to have come to an end
in China amid the constant
crunch of Bejing’s economy,
as almost 60 per cent of European businesses stated
that they were cutting revenue projections for 2022,
which does not bode well
for Bejing’s attractiveness to
overseas firms, according to
a survey.
China’s economy is cooling
partly due to new constraints
and partly change in development strategy. The coronavirus pandemic, the war
between Ukraine and Russia and trade disputes with
developed nations including the United States have
imposed severe limitations
to Bejing’s growth journey,
according to the Financial
Post.
According to a survey by
Oxford Economics, which
was cited by the Financial
Post, China’s gross domestic
product (GDP) will grow an
average 4.5 per cent over this
decade.
The COVID-19-led lockdown in China’s economic
hub Shanghai has reportedly paralyzed the world’s
second-largest economy
and hit global supply chains
and it will force the Chinese
economy to take longer time
than other Asian economies
such as South Korea and Taiwan to catch up with living
standards in the developed
world, the Financial Post reported citing the survey.

China’s real estate slump
could have a negative impact
on growth for several years.

The two-month lockdown
in China’s financial hubs
triggered a sharp drop in
China’s economic growth
over the April-June quarter, as per reports. Despite
an expected recovery in the
second half of the year, economists believe the official target of around 5.5 per cent will
not be achievable in 2022.
Furthermore, the demography of China has undergone structural change and
it is also creating a demandsupply gap in a labour market.
Due to increasing decoupling with the US and allies,
the annual growth is likely to
further slowdown to around
3 per cent on an average between 2030-40 according
to the Oxford Economics
forecast, as cited by Finacial
Times.
Moreover, China’s real estate slump could have a big
negative impact on growth
for several years. It is to be
noted that it is now apparent that Chinese President
Xi Jinping, does not prioritize economic growth above
social and political factors.
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rising oil import bills

‘BAD CHINA-UK TIES’

Pakistan to import Russian oil
on deferred payments
TDG Network
Islamabad

P

akistan can import
oil from Russia on
deferred payments as
both countries are in talks
to discuss the possibility, a
senior government functionary revealed on Sunday
following a recent meeting
between Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and Russian
President Vladimir Putin on
the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) in Samarkand.
“What we have discussed
during the recent interaction with the Russian side is
the possibility of importing
oil on deferred payments,”
the official said, adding that
Russia has shown interest
in consideration of the proposal, as reported by The
Express Tribune.
Former Prime Minister

Imran Khan has repeatedly
accused the US of being behind his ouster in April. Imran said he was punished for
pursuing an “independent
foreign policy,” particularly
for his efforts to deepen ties
with Russia. The US has always denied meddling in the
internal affairs of Pakistan.
According to The Express
Tribune, the transcript released by the Russian side
following the meeting between Shehbaz and Putin
gave no indication that Moscow was unwilling to work
with the new government,
which Imran and his supporters have labelled as a
“puppet” of the US.
While the United States has
set out with allies to punish
Russian President Vladimir
Putin for the war on Ukraine
by sanctioning a raft of Russian companies and oligarchs
and adding others to a trade

While the US has set out to punish Russian President Vladimir
Putin for the war on Ukraine, Pakistan is mulling importing
Russian oil, as Pakistan’s monthly fuel oil imports have shot up.

blacklist, Pakistan is mulling importing Russian oil.
Pakistan’s monthly fuel oil
imports are set to hit a fouryear high in June.

The country’s fuel oil imports could climb to about
700,000 metric tonnes this
month, after hitting 630,000
metric tonnes in May, accord-

ing to Refinitiv estimates. Imports last peaked at 680,000
t in May 2018 and 741,000 t
in June 2017.
Meanwhile, in June, the US
blacklisted 36 companies,
including those from China
and Pakistan, for supporting Russia in the Ukraine
conflict.
US President Joe Biden’s
administration has added
five companies in China to a
trade blacklist for supporting
Russia’s military and defence
industrial base.
The agency also added
another 31 entities to the
blacklist from countries
that include Russia, UAE,
Lithuania, Pakistan, Singapore, the United Kingdom,
Uzbekistan and Vietnam,
according to the Federal
Register entry. Of the 36 total companies added, 25 had
China-based operations, reported Al Jazeera.

fear among locals

Afghan provinces see mass evacuation as Taliban raids houses
TDG Network
Kabul

Taliban have begun carrying out door-to-door nighttime raids in the central
and southern provinces of
Kandahar and Parwan in
Afghanistan under the pretext of tracking down illegal
arms, triggering fear among
locals and leading to mass
evacuations.
As door-to-door searches
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by the Taliban have become
regular in Afghanistan,
residents of Kolami village
in the Salang district of Parwan are considering a mass
evacuation because they are
petrified by the Taliban’s
nighttime searches, according to Khaama Press. Since
US troops returned on August 15 last year and the
Taliban took control, houseto-house searches have been
conducted by Islamic Emir-

ate forces in various parts of
the nation.
Speaking on the raids conducted by the Taliban officials, the Kandahar chief of
police said, “The Taliban are
not operating alone in their
activities; they are joined by
neighbourhood elders and
religious scholars,” reported
Khaama Press.
However, the Taliban officials have claimed that the
purpose of these searches

is to track down illegal or
state-owned firearms.
Earlier in August, the
Taliban security forces also
conducted house-to-house
raids in the city and some
districts of the province.
Since the previous government fell, house-to-house
searches have been conducted by the Taliban time
and again in various parts of
the nation.
In August 2021, the US left

224 rooms
and suites
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much of the military equipment and weapons at the
disposal of the Afghan forces, which eventually fell into
the hands of the Taliban.
After capturing Kabul, the
Taliban not only took political control of Afghanistan
but also gained control of
all the US-made weapons
and military equipment that
were left behind by the fleeing Afghan forces. in shops
by Afghan gun dealers.

UK plans to replace
Chinese language schools
with teachers from Taiwan
TDG Network
London

A group of cross-party British lawmakers is in talks
with Taiwan to provide
Chinese-language teachers to the United Kingdom
as the government seeks to
phase out Confucius Institutes, according to media
reports.
A Chinese state-linked
Confucius language learning and teaching project has
been under heavy scrutiny

as the bilateral relations
between China and the UK
continue to deteriorate. The
Taipei Times reported that
there are 30 branches of the
institute operating across
the UK.
Notably, the schools are
effectively joint ventures
between a host university in Britain, a partner
university in China, and
the Chinese International
Education Foundation, a
Beijing-based organization.
Earlier in 2014, current

British Prime Minister Liz
Truss had praised the network of Confucius classrooms. Serving as education minister at the time,
she said the institutes “will
put in place a strong infrastructure for Mandarin” in
the UK, as per The Taipei
Times.
However, recent reports
indicate that she was prepared to declare China an
“acute threat” to the UK’s
national security, putting it
on par with Russia.

armed conflicts

China’s arms sales fuelling
conflict in Africa; millions
internally displaced
TDG Network
Beijing

China’s arms sales to African
countries are fueling conflict
on the continent, which has
also been the foremost factor
in forcing people out of their
homes, leading to mass internal displacement, media
reports said.
Almost all sub-Saharan
countries are in the grip
of low and high-intensity
armed conflicts, with the
Sub-Saharan region of Africa bearing the brunt of
mass internal displacement,
as reported by Inside Over.

Kitchen District All day dining

Who is to blame for all this?
It is the proliferation of small
arms and light weapons that
is to be held responsible.
Now, the proliferation of
weapons can be attributed to
bad governance, corruption,
porous borders, poverty, deprivation, and unemployment, as reported by Inside
Over.
According to experts, unless countries like China
change their approach to
weapons transfer and impose conditions on the sale
of their arms to African
countries, the threat of illegal arms spread across the
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continent will continue.
As per Jane’s Defence
Weekly, nearly 70% of armoured military vehicles
in all 54 African countries
are of Chinese origin, while
nearly 20% of all military
vehicles on the continent
have been supplied by China, the media portal said.
Citing a report by Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI),
the outlet pointed out that,
emerging as the fourth
global arms supplier, China
accounted for 4.6% of total
global arms exports between
2017 and 2021.
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wave of change

Roopkund Lake

5 Discoveries Made in the
Unlikeliest Ways

Science can be glorious but big scientific discoveries are by nature sometimes shocking. The sky is
truly the limit for discovering something new but
news things are discovered in the most unexpected
ways and places. Here are five discoveries made in
unlikely ways.

Roopkund Lake
Roopkund Lake is located 5,029 meters in
the state of Uttarakhand above sea level.
During patrolling British forest ranger
1956 discovered the place “lake of skeletons”.
The skeletons are not visible all the time it is visible when the snow melts. The local government
describes it as a “mystery lake” as there are skeletal
remains of an estimated 600-800 people.

66-Million-Years extinct
fish found in south africa
Have you ever heard the story of someone
of being reappeared some years later and
who was presumed dead? It is shocking but a very
much not extinct fish that supposedly died off 66
million years ago until it was discovered on a fishing
boat. Over 410 million years Coelacanth fossils date
back it was 66 million years back but honestly, 344
million years is a great run for any fish. Earlier in
1938, a natural history museum in South Africa’s
curator got a call that a fishing trawler came into
port that she might be interested in picking through
for interesting specimens where she found an unusual blue-finned creature that was five feet long.

Graphene Discovered with
Sticky Tape
Graphene has been called the ‘wonder
material of the future’ which can change
the world. Graphene is a single layer of carbon
atoms and its strength and electrical properties. It
has incredible potential to change many kinds of
industries. Accidently this miracle substance was
discovered by a guy while he was playing with tape.
For discovering graphene Andre Geim and Konstantin Novoselov won the Nobel Prize in physics.

Male Blanket Octopuses
In the world, there are around 300 species
of octopus in which and some of them are
more obscure than others. In the 1800s
the unusual blanket octopus was discovered but
they were females until 2002. In 2002 male blanket
octopuses were finally found.

Mount Mabu discovered on
Google Earth
Every place in the world has already been
discovered, by someone or other but, the
entirely rainforest-covered Mount Mabu in Mozambique was only discovered by outsiders in 2005. A
massive 27 square miles of rainforest is the most
significant plot of land to have been overlooked for
so long. The local people were aware of the place
but scientists and geographers simply had no idea
at all. Suing Google Earth Biologist Julian Bayliss
discovered this place.
— MADHVI JHA

LOOKALIKE

Meet Anil Kapoor’s
doppelganger from US
TDG Network
New Delhi

Netizens were both surprised and amazed after
finding actor Anil Kapoor’s
doppelganger in US-based
fitness coach John Effer. John
Effer recently took to his Instagram handle and dropped
a picture of himself next to
Anil Kapoor.
I’m waiting for that Bollywood call TBH..Where is it
at!!?? @anilskapoor kids a
great actor-my dad says so,”
he captioned the post, leaving netizens amazed with his
uncanny resemblance with
Anil Kapoor.
As soon as John shared
this picture on social media,
it invited a flood of reactions.
“Oh My God! Ditto copy,” a
social media user commented. “You and Anil Kapoor

look the same,” another one
wrote.
In the picture, John shared
a near-similar look as he
rocked Anil Kapoor’s signature moustache look
from the 90s. He flaunted
his ripped body in a mirror
selfie. Anil Kapoor has not
reacted to John Effer’s post
yet.
Meanwhile, on the work
front, Anil Kapoor, who was
last seen in ‘Jug Jugg Jeeyo’,
will be seen in the upcoming
film ‘Fighter’.

People stand in
honour to the
National Anthem
during the special
screening of
Bollywood actor
Aamir Khanstarrer ‘Lal Singh
Chaddha’ following
the inauguration
of the first INOX
multiplex theatre
by Jammu
and Kashmir
Lieutenant
Governor Manoj
Sinha, in Srinagar
on Tuesday. ANI

Decorum and
discipline are
the heart and
soul of democracy. I urge the
elected representatives to set
high standards
through their
words and
conduct.
— JAGDEEP DHANKAR

Vice President, while addressing the members of the Rajasthan
Legislative Assembly.

EXCLUSIVE

Bollywood is on the cards:
Ronit Ashra
In an exclusive conversation with The Daily Guardian, Ronit
Ashra talks about venturing into the world of content creation,
mimicking celebrities, and plans to enter Bollywoood.
PRIYANKA SHARMA
NEW DELHI

Q: Do you remember your first
video? What was it about?
A: Yes, I do remember the
topic of my very first video.
It was a duet with Ananya
Panday. I began to imitate
all the other celebs after that
since it was favourably received.
Q: When did you decide to
make content creation your fulltime career?
A: Since I’ve been making
videos for about 7 years and
have had my ups and downs,
I planned on making content
creation my full-time career.
Once, I nearly quit making
videos because of the algorithm system, since I used to
produce quick films and, despite posting them frequently, I didn’t receive much engagement. But, with time, I
discovered that I am good at
it and that I should continue
doing it.
Q: Which celebrity do you enjoy mimicking the most?
A: Since a duet in one of
my most well-liked videos
included Ananya Panday,
I’ve attempted it before with

#THEKASHMIRFILES

‘Perfect contender for Oscars’:
Netizens extend support to The
Kashmir Files

Alia Bhatt as well, so I really
enjoy mimicking Ananya
Panday and Alia Bhatt the
most.
Q: What is the toughest part
of content creation, according
to you?
A: The hardest aspect of
creating content for me is
making videos since it relies
so much on my entire team
and the foundation clip,
whose preparation takes
about 4-5 days and has the
exact structure outlined in it.
Q: Which video of yours are
you most proud of?
A: I am proud of each and
every one of my videos because they all required my
complete effort and dedication.

I’ve said that I enjoy the
way I make videos.
Q: What do you do to stay relevant amidst the fleeting attention of people?
A: As you can clearly see,
my viewpoint is based on
how relevant the subject
matter is to the audience.
Working on the material
works for me since I have to
put every last effort I have
into it.
Q: Amid constant judgement
on social media, how do you
maintain your sanity?
A: It shocks me to learn that
the personalities I like and
have been following for such
a long time are aware of me.
The fact is, we do this to gain
recognition, so it’s rewarding

OUT OF BLUE

UNUSUAL

Never read a book in my life:
Kanye West
TDG Network
Washington

Kanye West has given yet
another unusual remark.
West appeared on an episode of the ‘Alo Mind Full’
podcast and revealed that
he hasn’t read a single book.
He said, “I actually haven’t
read any book”.
Kanye West further told
hosts Danny Harris and
Alyson Wilson, “Reading is
like eating Brussels sprouts
for me. Talking is like getting the Giorgio Baldi corn
ravioli”.
His statement has shocked
many because, ironically,
Kanye runs a school in California—DONDA Academy.
The statement comes
right after a Page Six report
that revealed Kanye West’s
“secretive school” called
Donda Academy makes
parents sign an NDA, or
non-disclosure agreement,
for enrolment.
The statements of two
parents, whose kids have
been attending the school,
confirming the news were
quoted by Page Six. However, Tamar Andrews, a consultant to the school, tried to

when well-known celebrities
appreciate your work.
Consequently, it is how I
keep my sanity.
Q: What’s next for you? Is Bollywood on the cards?
A: My next objective, now
that I have formally relocated to Bombay, is to focus on
partnerships.
I want to upload videos
more frequently since I
took a month’s break when
I moved to Mumbai, and I
wasn’t on the verge of becoming an influencer; I just
disappeared.
In addition to taking acting
lessons at my college, I now
wish to post more regularly,
and yes, eventually Bollywood is on the cards.

The buzz around India’s official entry to the Oscars has
started and how. On Tuesday, trade analyst Ramesh Bala
took to Twitter to share that an official announcement
regarding the official entry for the Oscars can be expected
from the Film Federation Of India before October 1.
“Since 16 September, Film Federation of India jury are
watching Indian movies for Oscars Indian official entry.
An announcement is expected in the 1st week of October
or before,” he tweeted, adding, “RRR, The Kashmir Files
and Shyam Singh Roy are some of the movies under
consideration.”
Soon after the tweet was posted, a section of netizens
took to Twitter to extend their support to The Kashmir
Files and #TheKashmirFilesForOscars took to top
trends. One of the users shared, “The Kashmir Files is
such a gorgeous movie that really come once in a era.
This type of movie is such inspiring highlighting our
Indian history. A great concept and I really want this story
to get an Oscar.”
Second user said, “Based on our history, two movies released this year. Eventually both are good as they
showed our history very accurately. The way they respect
our culture and showed, it’s fabulous. Perfect contenders
for the Oscar nomination race.”
“RRR is just a fictional story and it’s nothing valuable
when comparing to Masterpiece like TKF, ” said another.

Kanye West

debunk the families’ claims.
Page Six further quoted
a Rolling Stones report
wherein Tamar revealed
that “the parents of each
student only have to sign
an informal agreement -but didn’t specify what that
agreement was.”
“Honestly, we don’t care
if people know about the
school,” Andrews added.
“The people that want
to come to the school are
looking for a good Christian school in that area, and
they know that we’re there.
There is also a certain notoriety that comes with being
affiliated with Donda. So, I
don’t know that we have to
advertise, which is a blessing and a curse. “

Malik Yusef, Kanye West’s
longtime friend and collaborator, agreed, saying the
school provides students
with opportunities that
other institutions do not.
“The process of Donda
school is for the parishioners, for the attendees,” he
added. “I don’t think Kanye
needs to tell the world what
he’s doing so that he can be
under more scrutiny.”
According to Page Six,
the tuition fee of the school
is around USD 15,000 a
year, but nearly half the
children admitted there
have received some form of
scholarship or financial aid.
However, Andrews confirmed the Christian academy is still in the process
of becoming accredited by
the Western Association of
Schools and Colleges.
According to the US news
portal, maybe this is why
Kim Kardashian is hesitant
about sending her kids to
school. Earlier this month,
Kanye asked Kim to send
their kids to the academy
and split their education
between their Los Angeles
school and Donda Academy
in Simi Valley, California.

'Uninvited guest' turns up at
Queen Elizabeth II’s funeral
TDG Network
London

As mourners, including royalty and heads of state from
around the globe, were present at Westminster Abbey to
attend the state funeral of
Queen Elizabeth II, an uninvited guest, who made its
way to the Queen’s coffin,
apparently to bid her a farewell, was also spotted on the
occasion.
Users on social media spotted a spider crawling on a
handwritten note placed with
some flowers on the queen’s
coffin. The note was written
by the Queen’s eldest son,
King Charles III.
The short clip of the live
coverage went viral on social
media. Several Twitter users
shared the video, one calling
the critter the most famous
spider.
“Cute little spider was
spotted on Queen Elizabeth
II’s coffin. I think it was just
wanting to pay its respects for
the Queen along with everyone else,” one user said.
Another Twitter user
shared a video saying, “The
most famous spider in the
world right now.”
“Did anyone else spot the

Queen Elizabeth II

spider catching a ride on
Queen Elizabeth II coffin?”
tweeted another.
“How cute was the spider
hitching a ride on Queen
Elizabeth II coffin? “Flowers selected by King Charles
from gardens at @RoyalFamily Highgrove and Buckingham Palace,” another user
tweeted.
The coffin of the longestserving monarch of the
United Kingdom was carried at Westminster Abbey
in London today with the
Royal family members and
top world leaders in attendance.
The Queen’s wreath contained foliage of rosemary,
English oak, and myrtle and
flowers, in shades of gold,
pink, and deep burgundy,
with touches of white, cut

from the gardens of royal
residences.
“At the King’s request, the
wreath contains foliage of
Rosemary, English Oak and
Myrtle (cut from a plant
grown from Myrtle in The
Queen’s wedding bouquet)
and flowers, in shades of gold,
pink and deep burgundy,
with touches of white, cut
from the gardens of the Royal
Residences,” the Royal Family tweeted.
In another incident, a police officer collapsed while
on duty for Queen Elizabeth’s
funeral today. The officer
fainted during the service
and had to be carried away
on a stretcher. He collapsed
before the funeral procession
strolled down the Mall and he
fell at Parliament Square, the
New York Post reported.
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big poll battle

Himachal 2022: BJP vs INC
Shreya Maskara

E

lections to the 68-member Legislative
Assembly in Himachal Pradesh are
scheduled to take place in November this
year. The state, which has widespread antiincumbency, has not allowed any party to be
re-elected to power since 1985. The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), which won the state in 2017,
securing 44 seats and a vote share of 48.79 per
cent, is hoping to win again this time. The party
has said that it will be the first in 37 years to be
reelected in the state, due to the development
work done under the tenure of the incumbent
Chief Minister. Politics in the state has been
largely bipolar, with a shift in governments

from the Indian National Congress (INC) and
the BJP with every successive election. The
INC, which won 21 seats in the 2017 elections,
managed to retain a majority of its vote share,
despite not being re-elected to power. The party
is focusing its campaign on the failures of the
BJP. However, internal factionalism in the party
created by the power vacuum after the demise
of former Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh is a
hindrance to the party’s efficient victory in the
state. Issues such as rising inflation, unemployment, lack of fair price of fruits, and caste inequality are the major facets voters are focusing
on in the upcoming elections.

An elderly voter, 2012
Source: Wikimedia

BJP ‘creating history’?
The BJP’s overall narrative will be centred around the development of Himachal Pradesh carried
out by the state government in the past term with the support of the central government. The party
is engaging in micro-level planning to reach voters through its various party wings at the booth
level in the run-up to the Assembly polls. All key party wings, including the Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha, Kisan Morcha, Mahila Morcha, and Scheduled Caste Morcha are working at the booth
level to educate voters about the government’s achievements. They’re also emphasising the welfare
schemes launched by the government in order to garner support for the party. The BJP launched
its “One Booth 20 Youth” campaign aiming to connect with 20 youth at each of the 7,500 polling
booths in the state, in an attempt to win them over ahead of the polls.
While the party will be contesting the elections under the leadership of incumbent Chief Minister
Jai Ram Thakur, it has announced the Chief Ministerial candidate will only be declared after the
results of the Assembly elections have come through. This is perhaps to avoid a repeat of 2017,
when, despite the party winning a majority, the BJP’s Chief Minister candidate Prem Kumal Dhumal was defeated.
During the 2017 elections, the party’s vision document included promises such as tackling forest
mafia, illegal mining, and improving women’s safety. Although the party is yet to launch its official
manifesto for 2022, it is likely to base its campaign on the schemes promised by the incumbent
government during the 2022-23 budget session. This includes employment schemes, subsidies
on 125 units of electricity, free water supply in rural areas, and reduced bus fares for women. The
party will be taking suggestions from the general electorate for its manifesto and has set up a team
of 21 subcommittees to seek suggestions and set up a web portal for the same.
It should be noted, however. that the BJP lost all four by-poll elections held in the state in October
last year. Political analysts stated that the results of the by-polls were affected by rising resentment
against the incumbent government, in part due to issues such as poor governance, rising prices,
and rising unemployment.

INC candidate Pratibha Singh’s win in Mandi Lok Sabha bypoll had given the Congress a big boost.
Source: Free Press Journal

t h e da i ly gua rdi a n
w e d n e s day | 21 s e p t e mbe r 2022
new de l h i

statistically speaking 14

INC: Attempt To Return
The Congress, led by state party president Kuldeep Singh Rathore, kickstarted
a statewide padayatra and voter awareness campaign to consolidate its support
base for the upcoming elections. The INC, motivated by their win across three
Assembly seats and one Lok Sabha seat during the 2021 by-polls, is focusing its
campaign narrative on the failures of the BJP government in the past term. The
party is reaching out to the public to spread awareness about the INC’s ideologies and policies.
INC’s promises include addressing the pressing issues of inflation and unemployment, both of which are at its peak in the state. Party Chief Pratibha Singh has
promised five lakh jobs if the party is voted to power in the state. Other promises
include 300 units of free electricity and a 1,500 monthly allowance for women.
The party has promised to implement the Old Pension Scheme (OPS) within ten
days of being re-elected, along with an implementation of fair prices for crops
and fruits, free mobile clinics, and the establishment of English-medium schools
in each constituency.
However, despite these attempts, with the power vacuum left in the state after
the demise of former Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh in 2021 and the factionalism within the party, the INC faces difficult times ahead trying to defeat the election machinery of the BJP in the state. After the demise of Virbhadra Singh, the
BJP reshuffled its organisational structure, and made Pratibha Singh, the wife
of former Chief Minister late Virbhadra Singh, the state president. The move has
given rise to further factionalism in the party.

What are the major issues for voters?

The decision of the Central Government to recognise the Hatti community as ST and
declare Sirmaur as Tribal District will boost chances of the BJP to gain advantage among
seats with considerable population of Hatti community.
Source: The Wire

One of the major issues in the state has been the unequal development across
social groups in the state. Those belonging to Scheduled Tribe (ST) and Scheduled Caste (SC) groups record lower than average rates of education and
schooling and are lacking in access to basic amenities and job opportunities.
There is also a rural-urban divide in access to drinking water, sanitation, and
electricity.
The state records a very high unemployment rate, with 8.82 lakh people being unemployed in March 2022. Other major issues include the demand for
the implementation of the OPS, which has led to a major conflict between the
government employees, who make up over two lakh of the population. Parties
are also using issues of caste and religion, including the passing of the forcedconversion bill earlier this year, and the granting of ST status to members of
the Hatti community to sway votes in their favour for the upcoming polls.
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), motivated by its victory in nbouring Punjab,
is attempting to make inroads in the hill state. The party is offering its “Delhi

Model” of governance, including the promise of freebies such as water and
electricity, in an attempt to woo voters in the state. However, despite their attempts, the 2022 polls are likely to be a tough fight primarily between the INC
and the BJP in Himachal Pradesh.

Contributing reports by Shubhangi Jain, Junior
Research Associate at Polstrat, Arin Prabhat and
Kaustav Das, interns at Polstrat.
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comeback

Barcelona post profit of 98 million Manika Batra keen to put
setbacks behind her and
euros for 2021-22 season
shine in the National Games
S
ros for this year and will have
an operating income budget
of 1.255 billion euros for the
ongoing season.
The club which was placed
under financial sanctions by
LaLiga earlier have not raised
their spending cap by 800
million euros.
As per reports, Barcelona
sold 25% of their domestic
television rights to U.S. investment firm Sixth Street
for the next 25 years in two
deals worth over 500 million euros and also raised
an additional 200 million
euros from the sale of a total
49% stake in Barca Studios
in two separate transactions, while also signing
a long-term sponsorship
deal with streaming giant
Spotify in March.

TDG NETWORK
Barcelona

panish giant Barcelona’s period financial
woes seems to be over
as of now as the club has stated that they have recorded a
profit of 98 million euros for
the 2021-22 fiscal year and
have predicted a profit of 274
million euros for the current
season.
The Catalan club is currently ranked second on Forbes’
list of soccer team valuation
with a current value of $5 billion, trailing marginally to
Real Madrid who are worth
$5.1 billion.
The club informed that the
board of the directors have
closed the financial year with
a turnover of 1.017 billion eu-

36th natonal games

WB, Maharasthra begin on a strong note
TDG NETWORK
Surat

Top seeds Maharashtra
and West Bengal breezed
through their opening two
rounds in women’s table tennis to all but book semifinal
berths in the 36th National
Games here on Tuesday.
Diya Chitale got the better
of Gujarat’s Frenaz Chipia,
11-9, 11-6, 12-10, in the opening match to lead Maharashtra’s charge. Swastika
Ghosh and Reeth Rishya
Tennison then overcame
Krittwika Sinha Roy and

Filzahf atema Kadri to
wind up their Round 1 with
big smiles.
In the second round, Diya,
Swastika, and Reethhrishya
again emerged victorious
against Telangana to take

the top position in Group A.
They will face Haryana
later in the night. In Group
B, West Bengal rode on Sutirtha Mukherjee’s two wins
to sail past Tamil Nadu, the
first hurdle.

Ayhika Mukherjee scored
the other win, but Prapti
Sen lost in between, triggering mild alarm bells in the
camp.
In Round 2 too, West Bengal had to dig deep to subdue Karnataka 3-2. Suthirtha won her first match but
suffered a surprise defeat
in her second. Ayhika won,
but Mouma Das lost to make
it 2-2. Akhiya, however, put
up a brave and calm display
to down Kushi V and come
out unscathed.
In the men’s competition,
hosts and favourites Guja-

rat (Group A) started off on
a winning note. They beat
Haryana 3-0, with local boy
Harmeet Desai, buoyed by
adoring crowds, leading
from the front.
The Commonwealth Games
gold medallists (team) faced a
tricky opponent in the form
of the experienced Soumyajit Ghosh and had to deploy
an all-out attacking game to
come out safely.
Manav Thakkar and Manush Shah, then, got the better of Wesley Do Roserio and
Jubin Kumar, respectively, to
put Gujarat 3-0 up.

TDG Network
Surat

Manika Batra, India’s top
table tennis player, is determined to overcome recent
setbacks and make a strong
comeback from the 36th
National Games, which got
under way with the Team
Events here on Tuesday.
“I’m very excited to compete in the National Games.
It is a very important event,”
she said during a media interaction on Tuesday.
The toast of the nation after winning four medals in
the 2018 Commonwealth
Games, Manika returned
empty-handed from the
2022 edition in Birmingham.
“I have worked on my flaws
with my coach and am well
prepared now.”
Manika Batra, who partnered Neha Aggarwal to win
the women’s doubles gold in
the 2015 National Games in
Kerala, admitted that she
was very upset with her performance in Birmingham.
“Yes, I was very upset.
However, this is not the end
of it and I will keep working
on my game. One needs to be
patient. I worked with my
coach on my game and fitness. I think I’m ready now,”
she declared.
Manika Batra, who will
be entering the arena only
on Thursday when the individual events begin, said she
was in a good space at the
moment.

Manika Batra

“I’m pretty well prepared,
mentally and physically.
I will give 100 per cent in
all my matches,” she said,
pointing out that she is looking forward to the challenge
of competing with younger
players in the National
Games.
“There are many youngsters and I get motivated
when I see them play.” The

27-year-old said she would
continue to play with her
pimpled racquet. “I will not
leave my pimpled bats as I
have got used to them. I think
this is my game and I love it,”
she said. “In life there will be
ups and down. I worked on
my mistakes and I’m getting
ready for the World Championship and the next year’s
Asian Games.”
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new changes

India fail to defend 209-run
target, trail 0-1 against Australia
TDG NETWORK
MOHALI

Indian bowlers once again
came a cropper as they failed
to defend a 209-run target
in the first T20I against
Australia here at the PCA
Stadium in Mohali. India
are now trailing 0-1 in the
three-match T20I series.
Chasing a mammoth 209,
the Australian team got off
to a flying start as their openers, skipper Aaron Finch
and Cameron Green. Finch
went on to hit a six off the
very first ball of the Australian innings off Bhuvneshwar Kumar’s bowling. Green
welcomed Umesh Yadav had
four consecutive boundaries in his first four balls. As
Umesh was removed from
the attack, Axar Patel came
into the attack and cleaned
up Aussie captain Finch for
22, as the visitors lost their
first wicket for 39.
Steven Smith joined Green,
and the duo took Australia’s
total beyond the 50-run
mark in 5.2 overs. To add
to India’s woes, Green was
dropped by Axar Patel at
deep mid-wicket off Hardik
Pandya’s bowling. Green
went on to notch up his halfcentury off just 26 balls.
Axar got his second wicket
as he dismissed the dangerous Green for 61, and India
lost their second wicket for
109.
In the next over, Umesh Ya-

Mathew Wade

dav struck twice, dismissing
Smith and Glenn Maxwell
to bring India back into the
game.
Axar Patel struck for the
third time, dismissing Josh
Inglis for 17 as Australia
lost half the side for 148.
Matthew Wade joined Tim
David, and these two took
Australia’s total beyond the
150-run mark in the 16th
over.
Australia needed 54 off
the last four overs, but the
David-Wade duo batted aggressively and took the game
away from India. Bhuvneshwar Kumar once again failed
to deliver a successful 19th
over, conceding 16 runs as
the visitors went on to cross
the 200-run mark.

With just two runs needed
off the final over, Yuzvendra
Chahal dismissed David,
but it was too little too late
for India.
Earlier in the match, Australian captain Aaron Finch
invited India to bat in the
first innings after winning
the toss.
In an attempt to make
use of the fielding restrictions, Australia made quick
inroads into the Indian
batting lineup, with Rohit
Sharma losing his wicket to
Hazlewood in the third over.
Nathan Ellis, positioned at
deep square leg, gobbled up
the flick played by the Indian
captain.
Ellis then cut short Kohli’s
scratchy inning in the fifth

with a legend

TDG NETWORK
Dubai

International Cricket Council on Tuesday announced
several new changes to its
playing conditions including
banning of saliva for polishing the ball permanently.
The use of saliva to shine
the ball was one of the measures taken by ICC to stop
the spread of COVID-19 but
as things stands, bowlers
will have to do away with the
age-old method.
“The International Cricket Council (ICC) has announced several changes
to its Playing Conditions
after the Chief Executives’
Committee (CEC) ratified
recommendations from the
Sourav Ganguly-led Men’s
Cricket Committee, which
discussed MCC’s updated
3rd Edition of the 2017 Code
of the Laws of Cricket and
shared its conclusions with
Women’s Cricket Committee, who endorsed the recommendations to CEC,” said
a statement from the council.
Main changes to the Playing Conditions that will
come into effect from October 1 2022 include:
Batters returning when
caught: When a batter is out
Caught, the new batter will
come in at the end the strike
was, regardless of whether
the batters crossed prior to
the catch being taken.
Use of saliva to polish the
ball: This prohibition has
been in place for over two
years in international cricket

as a COVID-19-related temporary measure and it is considered appropriate for the
ban to be made permanent.
Incoming batter ready to
face the ball: An incoming
batter will now be required
to be ready to take strike
within two minutes in Tests
and ODIs, while the current threshold of ninety
seconds in T20Is remains
unchanged.

Striker’s right to play the
ball: This is restricted so as to
require some part of their bat
or person to remain within
the pitch. Should they venture beyond that, the umpire
will call and signal a Dead
ball. Any ball which would
force the batter to leave the
pitch will also be called No
ball.
Unfair movement by the
fielding side: Any unfair
and deliberate movement
while the bowler is running
in to bowl could now result
in the umpire awarding five
penalty runs to the batting
side, in addition to a call of
Dead ball.
Running out of the nonstriker: The Playing Conditions follow the Laws in
moving this method of ef-

fecting a Run out from the
‘Unfair Play’ section to the
‘Run out’ section.
Bowler throwing towards
striker’s end before delivery:
Previously, a bowler who
saw the batter advancing
down the wicket before entering their delivery stride,
could throw the ball to attempt to run out the striker.
This practice will now be
called a Dead ball.
Also, the in-match penalty
introduced in T20Is in January 2022, (whereby the failure of a fielding team to bowl
their overs by the scheduled
cessation time leads to an
additional fielder having to
be brought inside the fielding circle for the remaining
overs of the innings), will
now also be adopted in ODI
matches after the completion of the ICC Men’s Cricket
World Cup Super League in
2023.
It was also decided that
the playing conditions for
all Men’s and Women’s ODI
and T20I matches will be
amended to allow hybrid
pitches to be used, if agreed
by both teams. Currently, hybrid pitches can only be used
in Women’s T20I matches.
Sourav Ganguly said: “It
was an honour chairing
my first meeting of the ICC
Cricket Committee. I was
pleased with the productive
contribution of the Committee members which resulted
in key recommendations being made. I thank all members for their valuable input
and suggestions.”

moving up

very good starts for
both Arjun Erigaisi and
Praggnanandhaa: Anand
SupriyaSaxena
NEW DELHI

From the very origin of our
beautiful game to the current
global online chess phenomenon, India has contributed
significantly to the world
of chess. Historical records
show that the 8x8 chessboard dates from the days
of Mahabharata and Ramayana. Board games are also
described in early Buddhist
literature as well as Chinese
works.
Chess has risen in popularity in India in the last few
decades primarily due to
chess Grandmaster and former 5-time World Champion
ViswanathanAnand. It is believed that chess originated
from Chaturanga of ancient
India. The All India Chess
Federation is the governing
body for chess in India.
Off lately if we talk off, we
can see a new dawn in Indian
Chess altogether.
And with the emerging
starts like Praggnanandhaa,
Pranav, Ilamprathi taking
forward the mantle of the
game in the country, it was
only apt that we spoke to the
five-time world champion
and Grandmaster VishwanathanAnand about the upcoming generation of players.
Widely regarded as one of
the best chess players of the
world and responsible for
popularising the game in
India, VishanathanAnand
in an exclusive chat with the
Daily Guardian spoke about
the new crop of players and
their performance in the ongoing Julius Baer Cup in New
York.
Talking about the current
performance of Erigaisi and
Praggnanandhaa, the Legend
said, “These are very good
starts for both Erigaisi and
Praggnanandhaa in the tour

over, ending his seven-ball
stay. Kohli failed to clear the
infield, dragging a length
ball to mid-on, spooning a
simple catch to Cameron
Green. A few eye-catching
strokes from Rahul and
Yadav ensured India made
use of the powerplay. India
ended the powerplay at 46
with the loss of two wickets.
KL Rahul then partnered
with Surya to take the attack
to the Australian bowlers,
providing India with muchrequired momentum in the
middle overs. KL notched up
his fifty in the process, proving his worth at the top of
the batting order. The righthander smashed three sixes
and four boundaries before
being dismissed to Hazel-

wood at 55, leaving India at
103/3 in the 12th over.
The wicket of Rahul did not
stop Surya from continuing
to play flamboyant shots
as he sent the ball over the
ropes twice consecutively
in the next over of Zampa.
India were 126/4 in the 14th
over when Surya made his
way to the pavilion.
However, Cameron Green
got the better of the batter
as he had him edge a rising
delivery to Matthew Wade
behind the stumps. Surya
made a contribution of 46
from 25 balls, smashing four
sixes and two boundaries.
Axar Patel was promoted
ahead of Dinesh Karthik
but failed to make a mark
as he was sent back in the
16th over, leaving the team
at 146/5.
The designated finisher,
Karthik, failed to trouble the
opposition as he perished in
the 19th over looking to play
big shots.
Hardik Pandya took over
the mantle from Surya and
continued playing attacking
shots, plundering the Aussies for runs whenever the
Australian bowlers erred in
their line and length.
Pandya scored an unbeaten half-century and ended
with 71 from 30, playing the
role of the finisher. The allrounder smashed five sixes
and seven boundaries, powering India to 208/6 at the
end of 20 overs.

ICC bans use of saliva to
polish ball permanently

Viswanatham Anand

event. Both have won multiple games. Arjun has managed 6 out of his last 7 games
and Pragnanandhaa is five
and a half. So, occupying the
top two positions currently
and I hope that their good
performance continues but it
confirms watching their consistency over a period of time,
they are strong performers.”
He also praised the current U 16 title winner who
dominated at the Youth
World Chess Championship
“Excellent result by Pranav
Anand, he made a grandmaster norm at the recently
held World Youth Championships. He crossed the rating mark. I am very happy
that he is now India’s 76th
grandmaster. He is very
talented and one can see
this and he is one of players
whose results and success,
i think, has been delayed by
the wrath of pandemic. So,
it must be a welcome and a
morale booster for him as
well to clinch this title and
I hope he goes on to attain
many great things!!”
India dominated at the
Youth World Chess Champion as after Pranav Anand

secured the U16 title. AR
Ilamparthi became the Under-14 World Champion. The
Indian chess player scored
9½/11, gaining 114.4 rating points on his way to the
title. The top-seeded Anand,
who recently became the
country’s 76th Grandmaster, scored nine points from
11 rounds to emerge clear
winner.
India’s Grandmaster Arjun Erigaisi jumped to the
top position with 17 points
after eight rounds, while his
compatriot R Praggnanandhaa held second place with 15
points at the Julius Baer Cup.
Adding on to the victory,
Praggnanandhaa-Magnus
Carlsen clash in round eight
ended in a draw. The Indian
had beaten the Norwegian
ace twice earlier this season
in online matches.
After the conclusion of the
second day of preliminary
matches early on Tuesday,
Erigaisi is two points clear of
Praggnanandhaa and world
champion Carlsen (15 points).
Erigaisi started the day with
a win over Hans Niemann
(USA) and went on to beat
LevonAronian.

Smriti Mandhana moves up the
ranking chart in ODI and T20I
TDG NETWORK
Dubai

Swashbuckling Indian opener Smriti Mandhana gained
significant places to move
up the ladder in both ODI
and T20I on the latest ICC
Women’s Players rankings
released on Tuesday.
The left-handed batter has
moved up three slots to seventh position after a matchwinning 91 in the first ODI of
their ICC Women’s Championship series against England, while her aggregate
of 111 runs in a preceding
three-T20I series has lifted
her two places to a careerbest second position in the
shortest format.
India captain Harmanpreet Kaur has advanced

four places to ninth position
in ODIs, while all-rounder
Deepti Sharma has gained
one slot to reach 32nd position. Wicketkeeper Yastika
Bhatia has progressed eight
places to 37th after India’s
seven-wicket win in Hove
on Saturday. Sharma has
also progressed six places to
12th among bowlers.
For England, Emma Lamb
and Sophie Ecclestone have
gained three slots each and
are 64th and 72nd among
batters, respectively, while
Charlie Dean is up to 86th
in the list. Dean is also up
four places to 20th among
bowlers, while Kate Cross is
in the top 10 after grabbing
two wickets with her seam
bowling. The India-England T20I series also sees

Smriti Mandhana

India’s Kaur (up one place
to 14th among batters),
new-ball bowler Renuka

Singh (up three places to
10th among bowlers) and
spinner Radha Yadav (up

four places to 14th among
bowlers) make notable
gains in Tuesday’s update.
All-rounders Sneha Rana
and Pooja Vastrakar are in
joint-41st position.
England’s Sophia Dunkley
is up 12 places to 32nd after
leading the run aggregate
with 115 runs in the T20I
series while Alice Capsey is
now 20th among batters.
Zimbabwe players Sharne
Mayers (up 28 places to 39th
among batters), captain
Mary-Anne Musonda (up
10 places to 50th among batters) and Precious Marange
(up 24 places to 34th among
bowlers), who are featuring
in the ongoing ICC Women’s
T20 World Cup Qualifier in
Abu Dhabi, have also moved
up the rankings.

36th national games

It will be three way fight in National Games
long jump event: Murali Sreeshankar
TDG NETWORK
Ahmedabad

When the National Games
were last held in 2015 in his
home state of Kerala, MuraliSreeshankar was in the 11th
standard and witnessed the
event as a spectator. The festive atmosphere, the packed
galleries at the athletics
competition in Thiruvanathapuram, and the adulation
that was showered on the
athletes remained ingrained
in his memory.
Seven years on, the national record holder in the
men’s long jump and recent
Commonwealth Games silver medalist, now gets his
chance to relive the event as
a competitor, and as a huge
star at that. His excitement
at the prospect is building

Murali Sreeshankar

up by the day.
“I am very excited about
participating in the National
Games for the first time and
I’m looking forward to the
same kind of atmosphere

(we had in Kerala). I am sure
that Gujarat will be hosting
it in the most befitting manner because the government
has announced that Gujarat
will be the sporting capital of

India. It’s also the first time
I will be competing in Gujarat,” Sreeshankar said during a Zoom interaction with
the media today.
The 23-year-old native of
Palakkad, who is coached
by his father, said he has
prepared well for this competition, his body is feeling
good, he has set a target for
this competition and wants
to finish the season on a good
note. “If I do so I will be able
to set in motion a few plans
for the 2023 season that will
be crucial to my preparations for the World Championships and Asian Games,”
he opined.
Sreeshankar, who set his
own national long jump
record thrice and has a personal best of 8.36 m, refuted
the notion that the National

Games would be a cakewalk.
He pointed out that there are
three jumpers with leaps of
over 8.15 and would be treating this outing as a world
level tournament. Besides,
the horizontal jumps are the
most watched discipline in
an athletics competition, he
pointed out.
Sreeshankar will be facing
stiff competition from the
likes of his own statemate
Mohammed Anees Yahiya
and Tamil Nadu’s JeswinAldrin who in fact has a windassisted leap of 8.37 m.
In reply to a question, Sreeshankar said that the extensive travelling, adjusting to
different climatic conditions,
dealing with travel fatigue,
jet lag, and competing with
the world’s best was a “good
learning experience”.

