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20 coaches of
goods train
derail in Bihar,
operations stalled

biden says Russia ‘shamelessly
violated’ UN Charter with war

The US President also says that Ukraine war has brought “disturbing” trends as
“Russia shunned the non-proliferation ideals embraced by every other nation”.

U

S P r e s i de nt Jo e
Biden on Wednesday rebuked Russian President Vladimir
Putin for Russia’s war on
Ukraine at the 77th Session
of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).
Speaking at UNGA, he
said, “Russia, invaded its
neighbour, adding Moscow
has “shamelessly violated”
the core tenets of the United
Nations charter. The US
president says Vladimir Putin has attempted to “erase
a sovereign state from the
map” and calls Russia’s plan

top of the day
India, China to
accommodate
each other:
Jaishankar
New York: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Wednesday said that it is in the
mutual interest of India and
China to find a way to accommodate each other as the “Rise
of Asia” is contingent on the
economies of the two countries
getting along well. “The biggest
thing we have seen in the world
is the rise of China. It has risen
in a dramatic manner. It’s in
mutual interest to accommodate each other because the
rise of Asia is contingent on the
three biggest economies getting
along with each other,” said
Jaishankar at an event at the
Columbia University.

After madrassas,
UP govt to survey
Waqf properties
Lucknow: Amid the ongoing survey of unrecognised
madrassas, the Uttar Pradesh
government is geared up to
conduct a survey of the Waqf
properties in the state. The Yogi
Adityanath government has
revoked the 1989 order that enabled the transfer of barren or
non-agricultural land or a piece
of land being used by a shrine
or an Eidgah to the Waqf Board.
The state government has
directed all district magistrates
and divisional commissioners
to re-examine the records of
all properties registered under
Waqf since 7 April 1989.

Centre asks
Punjab, Haryana
to achieve zero
stubble burning
New Delhi: Union Minister
for Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar
on Wednesday called upon the
state governments of Punjab,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
NCT of Delhi to strive for achieving zero stubble burning in the
very near future. He promised
all central help to achieve this
mission. and added that this is
a kind of curse on these states,
as they receive a lot of public ire
due to negative media publicity.

to organise “sham” referendums in parts of Ukraine it
currently controls an “extremely significant violation
of UN charter”.
“Putin claims he had to act
because Russia was threatened, but no one threatened
Russia and no one other than
Russia sought conflict,” said
Biden. He said that Putin has
made nuclear threats against
Europe, adding that Russia
is calling up more soldiers
to fight and the Kremlin
is trying to annex parts of
Ukraine.
“The world should see the
outrageous acts for what
they are,” added Biden.
Putting the blame on

Putin over the Ukrainian
crisis, he said, “War chosen by one man (Russian
President Vladimir Putin)
to be very blunt.” The US
President said that Russia’s
war is about extinguishing
Ukraine’s right to “exist as a
state, as a people”, “plain and
simple”, before telling those
at the UNGA that should
“make your blood boil”.
“Ukraine has the same
rights that belong to every
sovereign nation. We will
stand in solidarity with
Ukraine and against Russia’s aggression, period. Just
before he invaded, Putin asserted, and I quote, ‘Ukraine
was created by Russia’ and

never had quote ‘real statehood’,” said the US President.
He also expressed concerns
over the mass grave recently
uncovered in Izyum, which
he said, “showed signs of torture. And now we see attacks
on schools, railway stations,
hospitals.. even more, horrifying evidence of Russia’s
war crimes.”
“Whoever you are, wherever you live, whatever you
believe - that should make
your blood run cold. That’s
why 141 nations in the General Assembly came together to unequivocally condemn Russia’s war against
Ukraine,” added Biden. He

Governor vs State

Punjab Governor
disallows special session
of assembly, AAP says
‘democracy is killed’
Taruni Gandhi
Chandigarh

added that the US has personally marshalled “massive Punjab Governor Banwarilal Purohit on
levels of security assistance, Wednesday, withdrew orders calling for the
humanitarian aid and di- assembly session for a “confidence motion”
rect economic support” to called by the Punjab government due to the
Ukraine.
“absence of specific rules” to do so.
Speaking further, the US
The withdrawal of orders comes in the
President said that America absence of the specific rules regarding the
wants the war to end on” summoning of the assembly for considerjust terms” - “on terms we all ing the ‘Confidence motion’, only called by
signed up for, that you can- the Punjab Government on 22 September,
not seize a nation’s territory through the third special session of the sixby choice”.
teenth Vidhan Sabha.
“The only country stand- “I, Banwarilal Purohit, Governor of Punjab
ing in the way of that is Rus- hereby withdraw my orders, regarding sumsia,” he added. He urged UN moning of the sixteenth Vidhan Sabha of the
members to be “clear, firm state of Punjab to meet for its third (Special)
and unwavering in our re- session on Thursday in the Punjab Vidhan
solve”. Moreover, Biden re- Sabha hall”, read the order.
jected the use of violence
Addressing a letter to Secretary Punjab
P2 Vidhan Sabha, he said that a legal opinion

‘No space for hate’

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday asked why the
government was remaining a mute spectator to hate
speech. The apex court also
pulled up mainstream TV
news channels for holding
debates that often give space
for hate speech.
A bench of Justices K.M.
Joseph and Hrishikesh Roy
was hearing a batch of pleas
seeking direction for steps
against hate speech inci-

No criminality in Niira
Radia case, CBI tells SC

dents.
During the hearing, the
bench asked why the Central
government was remaining
a “mute spectator” on the
hate speech issue.
“What’s the problem? Why
government of India not taking a stand? Why is the government remaining a mute
spectator?” asked the bench
from Additional Solicitor
General K.M. Nataraj. Government should not take an
adversarial stand on this but
assist the court, Justice
P2

Ashish Sinha
New Delhi

Talking friendship
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar meets France
President Emmanuel Macron during a high-level
cross-regional grouping, in New York on Wednesday. ANi

keeping both posts

in karnataka

Gehlot will not leave CM post even
if he becomes party President
Ajit Maindola
New Delhi

Chief Minister of Rajasthan
Ashok Gehlot reached Delhi
on Wednesday and it has
become clear from what he
said in a conversation with
journalists that he would
continue as the National
President of the Congress
as well as the Chief Minister.
He made it clear to the
journalists that, “We had
passed the party’s resolutions. A nominee cannot
hold two posts at once. Anyone can contest the post for
which there is an open election whether he is a minister, chief minister, MLA, or
MP. The election of the new
Congress president is open.
It can be contested by anyone. There are nine thousand PCC delegates.”
Gehlot’s replies to jour-

was sorted on the entire matter from the Additional Solicitor General of India Satya Pal
Jain.
“This matter was examined and a legal opinion was sought from Satya Pal Jain Additional Solicitor General of India. He has given his
legal opinion that there is no specific provision regarding the summoning of the Assembly for considering ‘confidence motion’ only,
in Punjab Vidhan Sabha Rules of procedure
and conduct of business”, read the letter.
It is in light of the above provision that the
Punjab Governor withdrew his offer dated
20 September.
Later the Aam Aadmi Party released a
statement on the cancellation of a special session of the House by the Governor of Punjab,
saying that this is an example of democracy
in Punjab being killed at the behest of the BJP.
“This is another example of the killing of democracy in Punjab at the behest of the BJP.
To date in the history of India, the Governor
P2

Relief at last

SC asks why govt
mute spectator on
hate speech
TDG Network
New Delhi

We were not able
to execute our
plans, deliveries:
Hardik Pandya

Putin announces
partial military
mobilization in
Russia

Hard-hitting

TDG Network
New York
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nalists made it clear that
after winning the election
of Congress President, he
will continue to be the Chief
Minister too.
The Chief Minister, Ashok
Gehlot, is going to be the
new President of Congress.
His election seems to be
formal one. On Wednesday,
Gehlot met Congress President Sonia Gandhi at her official residence, 10 Janpath.
It is understood that he discussed the future strategy
along with the discussion of
filing nomination.
After the meeting, Gehlot
left for Mumbai. From there,
he would reach Kochi on
Thursday and once again
appeal to Rahul Gandhi
to take over as president.
Gehlot will return to Jaipur
on the evening of 23 August.
Then he will come to Delhi
in Navratras and file a nom-

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on
Wednesday informed the
Supreme Court that it has
found no criminality in its
inquiry initiated against
former corporate lobbyist
Niira Radia into the contents of the transcripts of
taped conversations between Radia, politicians,
lawyers, journalists and industrialists.
A bench of Justices D.Y.
Chandrachud, P.S. Narasimha and Hima Kohli was
informed by the CBI that
an inquiry was conducted

by it and it had submitted
a sealed cover before it in
2015 where it was stated
that no criminality was
found in the conversation.
Additional Solicitor General Aishwarya Bhati, appearing for CBI, said, “I
must inform you that the
CBI was directed by this
court to investigate all these
conversations. Fourteen
preliminary inquiries were
registered and the report
was placed before this court
in a sealed cover. No criminality was found in those.
Also, now there are phonetapping guidelines in place.”
The top court was hearing
P2

countering china

Fissures in Congress as
India, France discuss
Shivakumar, Siddaramaiah strategy to tackle China’s
engage in speed test
obstacle at UN

ination for the post of Congress President.
R Jayaprakash
Gehlot will be the can- Bengaluru
didate of the Gandhi family. Shashi Tharoor will also Ahead of Rahul Gandhi’s
stake a claim for the post entry into Karnataka for
of President. If sources are the nationwide Bharat Jodo
to be believed, there are Yatra, the two prominent
indications of a third can- camps in the state Congress
didate will also contest the is now engaged in proxy
poll. Although this will not
affect Gehlot’s victory, the
Good bye
contest will be interesting.
If this happens, it will be
the first time in the history
of Congress that more than
two candidates will be in
the fray for the post of President.
For the official announce- TDG Network
ment of Gehlot’s name will New Delhi
have to wait for the election results on 18 October. Comedian-actor Raju SrivThe opponents were blown astava breathed his last
away by one of his state- breath at the age of 58, on
ments. Sachin Pilot, who
Wednesday at AIIMS Delhi,
P2 after being admitted there

wars after a brief lull. The
bitter taste left after Siddaramostava, to mark the
75th birthday of Siddaramaiah has now resumed
with KPCC president D.K.
Shivakumar challenging
leaders from opposite camp
P2

T. BRAJESH
New Delhi

India and France have intensified efforts to put in place
a comprehensive strategy
to ensure that the pending
joint proposal to designate
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mo-

hammed (JeM) terrorists
Mohiuddin Alamgir and
Ali Kashif Jan as global terrorists by the 1267 committee at the United Nations is
passed. The major concern
of New Delhi and Paris is to
see that China does not
P2

Comedian Raju Srivastava leaves
behind legacy of jokes, joy and laughter
following a heart attack on
10 August.
Raju, who received widespread recognition after
participating in the first
season of the stand-up comedy show ‘The Great Indian
Laughter Challenge’ in 2005,

was part of the Indian entertainment industry since
the late 1980s. Born Satya
Prakash Srivastava on 25
December 1963, to a middleclass family in Kanpur in
Uttar Pradesh, his father,
Ramesh Chandra Srivastava

was a poet known as Balai
Kaka. Since his childhood,
Raju was fond of doing mimicry, which is why he wanted
to be a comedian.
After completing his early
studies in Kanpur, Raju
P2
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Relief at last

countering china

No criminality in Niira India, France discuss strategy to
Radia case, CBI tells SC tackle China’s obstacle at UN
a plea filed by industrialist Ratan Tata seeking protection
of the right to privacy in view of
the emergence of the Radia tapes.
The petition sought action against those involved in the leakage of the tapes alleging
the leakage amounts to infringement of his
fundamental right to life, which includes
the right to privacy under Article 21 of the
Constitution.
Tata had contended that as a corporate
lobbyist Radia’s phone was tapped for
probing alleged tax evasion and the tapes
cannot be used for any other purpose.
In the apex court in October 2013, had
directed the CBI to examine 14 issues that
were identified by the agency after examining the transcripts of over 5,800 taped conversations of Radia that were originally intercepted by the government between 2008
and 2009 as part of an investigation into tax
evasion.
The CBI registered 14 preliminary enquiries into the matter to probe possible offences that emerged in conversations between
the corporate lobbyist and high-profile in-

in karnataka

succeed
in blocking the
bid during the
next sitting for
the consideration of the
proposal. “With clear indication of China preparing
to block this proposal once
again, India and France are
focussing on how to deal
with Beijing’s move,” top
diplomatic sources told The
Daily Guardian. External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and his French counNiira Radia
terpart Catherine Colonna
dividuals and corporates.
discussed this issue after InDuring the hearing today, the Supreme dia, France and the UAE triCourt asked the CBI to file an updated sta- lateral ministerial meeting
tus report on the probe conducted by it. The in New York,” sources said,
matter is posted for the next hearing on 12 adding, “The EAM has also
October.
held interactions with some
ASG Bhati told the bench that the petition UN officials and diplomats
may be disposed of in the light of the right regarding the same.”
to 2017 privacy judgment of the top court
During her Delhi visit,
where it unanimously held that privacy is a Colonna and Jaishankar
constitutionally protected right.
had discussed the China obstacle, but in New York the
two ministers have delved
into deeper details of the

Fissures in Congress as
Shivakumar, Siddaramaiah
engage in speed test

to match up to his speed.
Earlier
this week, replying to reporters
who quizzed
him about dissenting voices
coming from Siddaramaiah
camp for being kept out of
committees formed to carry
out duties related to the
yatra, Shivakumar hit out
saying, ``I can’t help those
who cry and find fault for
everything. This is not my
yatra or Siddaramaiah’ programme, it is our beloved
leader Rahul Gandhi’s yatra
to unite India. Let them
match up to my speed. I
don’t have time and there is
so much to be done.’’
The main organiser of
Siddaramostava, former
industries minister R.V.
Dehspansde has questioned
Shivakumar over bringing
5,000 people in their respective constituencies and
also certain unilateral decisions to which, DKS said
``in five years if you cannot
mobilise 5,000 people for
your top leader then I wonder what kind of leaders
they are,’’ he had quipped
taking a veiled dig at Deshpande.
Speaking to The Daily
Guardian, sources in the
Congress said the whole
yatra is very important for
Karnataka and in this round
of personality crash, Siddaramaiah is upset that he
is deliberately sidelined by

Siddaramaiah

DKS while the other camp
is saying the former is not
showing any enthusiasm
about the yatra.
“Siddaramaiah didn’t come
to Kanyakumari when the
Yatra kicked off, till date he
has not attended any meeting related to Yatra. He is
happily going to Vidhana
Soudha to attend the winter session. Does he need
an invitation to attend meetings related to the party? He
has to take initiative, ‘’ said
Congress sources.
“The yatra has to pass
through 500 odd km in the
state, it requires mobilisation of huge resources be
it money or men. The responsibilities lay with the
Pradesh president and t is
time to join hands and help
him. The game of oneupmanship all the time is not
in the interests of the party,’’
he said adding that committees have been formed
for logistics, food, accom-

Governor vs State

Shivakumar

modation, coordination etc.
and leaders from across the
state have been made heads
of these committees. ``On
Wednesday, Deshpande has
been made head of the yatra
committee what else should
be done to pacify the rebel
camp,’’ a Shivakumar loyalist questioned.
The yatra is going to be an
opportunity to showcase
the strength of leaders in
their region – Siddaramaiah,
H.C. Mahadevappa in Mysore and Mandya, Ramalinga Reddy, Dinesh Gundu
Rao, K.J. George in Bengaluru; Dr G Parameshwar
in Tumkur, Shyamanmur
Shivshankrappa in Davangere, M B Patil and Satish
Jarkiholi in North Karnataka. On the whole, the 500
km yatra will be a huge platform for DKS as it puts to
test his organisational skills
to test and gives Shivakumar
a shot in the arm as he will
be walking with Rahul.

keeping both posts

Punjab Governor disallows Gehlot will
special session of assembly, not leave CM
AAP says ‘democracy is killed’ post even if he
has not killed the elected democratic becomes party
governments”.
cancelled
The party further stated
the approval of
President
the special ses- that, in Punjab, the Aam
sion. This is the
first such shameful incident
in the history of Indian democracy. The complicity between the BJP and the Congress, which was behind the
scenes, has now come to the
fore”, stated AAP.
Taking a jibe at Congress
MLAs joining BJP in Goa,
the AAP party said, “To date,
Congress MLAs have been
sold all over the country
and are now indirectly sold
in Punjab also. Similarly, for
70 years, Congress and the
BJP together have brutally

Aadmi Party was bringing
this complicity of Operation
Lotus to the public, but once
again Congress has come to
the fore as the security cover
of the BJP. The Governor has
no right to interfere in the
work of an elected government. The Governor seems
to be adopting the Viceroy
model of the British Raj
more than the Indian Constitution. Aam Aadmi Party
has always fought against
their oppressive policies
and will continue to fight
even further.

was removed from the
post of Rajasthan
state president,
was campaigning for one
post in the media for several days while he himself
hold two posts-Deputy
Chief Minister and State
President. Due to the leadership of those who tried
to topple his government,
he had to give up both the
posts. There will be discussion. Anyway, the President
of Congress has always had
two to three posts.

joint strategy to deal with
this challenge, sources said.
Jaishankar is visiting New
York to participate in the
high-level 177th session of
the United Nations General
Assembly. India, UAE and
France used this opportunity to hold their first trilateral ministerial meeting on
the sidelines of the ongoing
UNGA session. The three
countries discussed cooperation in the Indo-Pacific,
where India sees France as
an important partner, with
focus on maritime security
among other issues, amid
China’s aggression in the
region.
India is aware that China
is again ready to block New
Delhi-Paris joint proposal
seeking blacklisting of the
JeM terrorists. With this
in view, Catherine and
Jaishankar want the other
powerful countries such as
the US and the UK to step
up diplomatic pressure on

China not to block the joint
proposal. Sources said that
Jaishankar and Catherine
Colonna have decided that
they would be talking with
their counterparts of these
countries separately on this
issue. “China needs to be
told that its action is being
viewed by the international
community as a move that
is weakening the global war
against terrorism,” sources
said. “India and France will
be reaching out to other
countries with this message
on China,” sources told this
newspaper.
China will be withdrawing
its objection to the proposal
only when a huge pressure
will be mounted on it, say
officials, adding that Beijing
had allowed blacklisting of
Masood Azhar at the UN
only after the international
community piled up pressure on it.
China has already
blocked the US-India joint

proposal before the UNSC
1267 committee to designate
26/11 plotter Sajid Mir as a
global terrorist. The Chinese
representative in the UN put
the Mir proposal on hold at
the instructions of the government in Beijing with the
only objective of pleasing
and appeasing Pakistan for
its vested interests. Moreover, earlier Beijing has also
blocked another proposal to
get two more Pakistani terrorists—Lashkar-e-Toiba’s
financier Abdul Rehman
Makki and Jaish-e-Mohammed operational commander Mufti Rauf Azhar— designated as global terrorists
at the UNSC. “The Indian
government is keen that the
world community should
call out China’s double standard publicly on its so-called
counter-terrorism commitments, which is what will
help build pressure on the
Xi Jinping regime,” sources
said.

Good bye

Comedian Raju Srivastava leaves
behind legacy of jokes, joy and laughter
shifted to Mumbai
with the dream of becoming
a comedian. He started his
career by doing small roles
in Bollywood films. The first part he
played was in the 1998 film ‘Tezaab’,
which was followed by the 1989 Salman
Khan starrer ‘Maine Pyaar Kiya’ and
‘Baazigar’ in 1993. Apart from these, he
also worked in ‘Aamdani Atthani Kharcha Rupaiyaa’, ‘Main Prem Ki Diwani
Hoon’, ‘Big Brother’ and ‘Bombay to
Goa’ among several other films.
On 1 July 1993, Raju married Shikha
from Lucknow and the duo had two
children, Antara and Ayushman.
Raju then decided to venture into
After gaining popularity as a comestand-up comedy after he took part as
a contestant in Star One’s show ‘The dian, he worked in TV shows like ‘Bigg
Great Indian Laughter Challenge’ in Boss’, ‘Comedy Circus’, ‘Raju Hazir
2005, where his comedy got a new Ho’, ‘Comedy Ka Maha Muqabala’ and
identity. He bagged the first runner-up ‘Laugh India Laugh’. In 2009, he participated in Colors TV’s dance reality show
place in the show.
During his stint on the show and even ‘Nach Baliye’ as a dance couple with his
after that Raju, who was known most wife Shikha. Raju also appeared on
for his acute scrutiny and comical tim- ‘Comedy Nights with Kapil’.
After conquering the world of coming about various Indian aspects of life,
became very popular for his stage char- edy and making a permanent place in
his audience’s heart, he also expanded
acter ‘Gajodhar Bhaiya’.
Subsequently, he also took part in his reigns in politics. For the 2014 Lok
the show’s spin-off, ‘The Great Indian Sabha election, the Samajwadi Party
Laughter Challenge - Champions’, fielded him from Kanpur.
However, Raju returned the ticket on
where he won the title of ‘The King of
March 11, 2014, stating he was not getComedy’.

‘No space for hate’

ting enough support from the party’s local units. Following this, on March 19,
2014, he joined the Bhartiya Janta Party,
where Prime Minister Narendra Modi
nominated him to be part of the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan.
Since then, through his events in different cities, Raju promoted cleanliness
and made various music videos for the
cause. He also shot various TV commercials and social service message
videos for ‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyan’.
The comedian was admitted to the
hospital on August 10 after a heart attack. He was experiencing chest pain
and collapsed while working out at the
gym. Post this, his trainer took him to
the hospital.
Reportedly, the 58-year-old was
running on the treadmill when he
complained about chest pain. He underwent an angioplasty the same day.
After staying on the ventilator for several weeks, he finally passed away on
21 September.
In a world where people struggle
with sorrows and disappointments on
a daily basis, Raju Srivastava’s comedy brought that much-needed spark
of laughter to the common Indian.
Though the ace comedian will never
crack a joke again, his legacy of jokes,
laughter and joy will continue to live for
generations to come.

Hard-hitting

SC asks why govt biden says Russia
mute spectator on ‘shamelessly
violated’ UN Charter
hate speech
Joseph
said.
In the context
of hate speech,
the role of TV
channels and anchors came
under severe scrutiny. The
court observed the role of
anchor in the TV channel
debate is “very important”
and “critical” and it’s their
duty to ensure that guests
invited to the show don’t
indulge in hate speech. The
bench also said that TV
channels which often give
space to hate speech escape
without any sanctions.
“Role of the anchor is very
important. These speeches
are on mainstream media or
social media that is unregulated. Mainstream TV channels still hold sway. The role
of the anchor is critical. The
moment you see somebody
going into hate speech, it is
the duty of anchor to immediately see that he doesn’t allow that person,” said Justice

Joseph.
“You should be communicating what others are saying not what you want to say.
Pillars of democracy are
supposed to be independent
and not take orders from
anyone,” the bench said.
The bench said, “If sanctions are effected this will
go... Any anchor will have
his own views, but what
is wrong is when you have
people of different views and
you are not allowing them
to express those views... in
doing that you are bringing
hate and your TRP is going
up.”
The bench further observed
that freedom of the press is
important and ours is not as
free as the US but we should
know where to draw a line.
The top court further added
that nowadays nobody reads
because of the paucity of time,
but visual media has a power
that has been recognised by
this court in censorship cases.

with war

and war
to conquer
nations, and “expand borders
through bloodshed”.
He stressed defending the
sovereign rights of smaller
nations as equal to those of
larger ones, embracing the
basic principles of freedom
of navigation, and respecting
international law as the common ground upon which
UN nations must stand.
He also said that “no country can use energy as a weapon.”
Speaking about nuclear
war, he said that a nuclear
war cannot be won. Biden
urged all nations to recommit to strengthening the
nuclear non-proliferation
regime through diplomacy,
adding, “A nuclear war cannot be won and must never
be fought.”
“No matter what else is

happening in the world,
the United States is ready to
pursue critical arms control
measures,” he said.
He said that war has
brought “disturbing” trends
as “Russia shunned the
non-proliferation ideals
embraced by every other
nation”.
He reiterated that Russia is making irresponsible
threats to use nuclear weapons.
Biden started his address at
UNGA by listing some of the
challenges facing countries
around the world - including food insecurity, conflict
and natural disasters.
“In the last year our world
has experienced great upheaval - growing crisis in
food insecurity, record
heat, floods and droughts,
Covid-19, inflation and a
brutal needless war (RussiaUkraine war),” said the US
President.

on the radar
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Furore over
Judge’s
interview

Recently, sitting Judge of
Calcutta High Court Avijit
Ganguly appeared on a
Bengali private television
channel and gave a long
interview about the judgement on the CBI investigation he ordered against
TMC ministers of West
Bengal. This sparked a
heated discussion among
the legal fraternity, and
some former High Court
judges are considering writing to the Chief
Justice of the Supreme
Court to seek clarification
on whether a sitting judge
can pass comment openly
on the judgement he
has ordered. Some legal
luminaries are also giving
the counterargument that
some years ago, sitting
Supreme Court judges
held an open press conference on the functioning of the apex court.
Others, however, think
that the two cases cannot
be compared because
Justice Ganguly publicly
stated the reasons for
his request for the CBI
investigation and made
a cryptic remark about
the Chief Minister, Mamata Banerjee, that was
beyond his jurisdiction.
TMC leaders are publicly
saying that they are free
to openly criticise the
judge regardless of the
circumstances if a sitting
judge may rule against
the Chief Minister.

Comfort zone of
Tejashwi

RJD senior leader,
Jagada Nand Singh, has
been chosen to serve as
the state’s RJD chief for a
third term. Tejashwi Yadav
is at ease under Singh’s
leadership because the
man has once defeated
his son, Sukhbir Singh,
who joined the BJP. In
2010, Jagada Nand’s
son joined the BJP but
could not win against
the RJD candidate as
Jagada Nanda helped the
RJD candidate. Sukhbir
has rejoined the RJD
and holds offices in the
cabinet ministry. Through
Sukhbir, Tejeswi believes
they can now recruit BJP
MLAs to their cause. The
state BJP is currently
concerned about the
defection from their party
in Bihar.

Lifting liquor
ban, forcefully

The Manipur Cabinet has
decided to partially lift
prohibition and resolved
to regulate local liquor as
consumption of unregulated liquor has become
a major health issue,
consisting of liver and
kidney diseases in the
north-eastern state. The
state cabinet meeting at
the CM’s secretariat in
Imphal was chaired by
Manipur Chief Minister N
Biren Singh. Informing in
a tweet on Tuesday, Biren
Singh wrote, “Chaired a
cabinet meeting to deliberate on various crucial
matters of the state.” But
he did not mention the
partial lifting of the ban on
liquor. Manipur will be the
first state in the north-east
India to lift the ban on
liquor.
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top of the day
Lalu Yadav calls
BJP biggest enemy

PATNA: Lalu Prasad
Yadav, the chief of the
Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD), said on Wednesday
that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) is his main
adversary and that he will
not submit to the ruling
party at the Centre. Addressing party workers
at an RJD state council
meeting in Patna, he said,
“I stand firmly with my
ideology. Many parties
have compromised with
the BJP and fallen to
their knees. But neither
do I bow down, nor will I
ever bow down. The BJP
is our biggest enemy. If I
had bowed down, I would
not have been in jail for
so long.” He said the BJP
started chanting “jungle
raj” as soon as the party
was ousted from power
in Bihar. “Everyone needs
to be alert, BJP needs to
be uprooted in 2024,” said
the RJD supremo.

Over 500 cases
registered during
anti-CAA protests: Police to HC

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Police on Wednesday
informed the Delhi
High Court that it had
registered 535 cases
and initiated legal action against the people
involved in causing
damage to public and
private properties during
the protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act. The Delhi Police
also mentioned that the
chief justice of the Delhi
High Court has appointed
Justice (retired) Sunil
Gaur as the “Claim Commissioner” to investigate
the damages and award
compensation relating to
the riots that took place
during the protests.

SC to live-stream
Constitution
bench proceedings

NEW DELHI: In a historic
move, the Supreme Court
has decided to hold livestreaming of all the Constitution bench hearings
from September 27. A full
court, comprising all the
judges of the Supreme
Court, met on Tuesday
and took the decision
on the live streaming,
sources said. Currently,
the Constitution bench of
the Supreme Court has
been hearing a number
of cases, including the
economically backward
class reservation law;
the religious practice of
ex-communication in the
Dawoodi Bohra community; the Centre’s petition
on additional compensation for victims of the 1984
Bhopal gas tragedy; and
others.

Uttarakhand CM
meets Amit Shah in
Delhi

DEHRADUN:
Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami, who was in the
national capital, paid a
courtesy call to Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Wednesday. The meeting
lasted for an hour in
which the CM apprised
Shah in detail of the
divine calamity that had
occurred in various places
in the state in the recent
past and the disaster
management, relief and
rescue operations carried
out in those areas.

loss of life

A first-year student studying at a private university in
Punjab’s Jalandhar has died
by suicide, said the Punjab
Police on Wednesday.
The incident took place
on September 20 in the evening. The police have recovered a suicide note from the
spot which cited “personal

reasons” for the act.
“We received information at around 5:30 pm on
September 20 that a firstyear student of B. Design
at Lovely Professional University died by suicide. We
reached the spot and recovered a suicide note which
cited personal reasons,”
said the Kapurthala Police.
Further investigation into
the matter is underway.

Students gathered in large
numbers last night on campus to protest the suicide of
a first-year student.
The university issued a
statement on the incident
which said that it is extending full support to the authorities for further investigation.
“LPU fraternity is saddened by the unfortunate
incident. The initial investi-

gation by the police and the
contents of the suicide note
point towards personal issues of the deceased. The
university is providing full
support to the authorities
for further investigation,”
the statement said.
“The University mourns
the loss of the student and
expresses its condolences
to the bereaved family,” it
added.

inordinate delay

Babus upset over delay in bureaucratic
reshuffle in Maharashtra
Manish Awasthi
Mumbai

Soon after the Uddhav
Thackeray government in
Maharashtra was ousted
in June and the Eknath
Shinde-Devendra Fadnavis
government took charge,
the IAS/IPS officers, who
were dissatisfied with the
Maha Vikas Aghadi government, heaved a sigh of
relief, thinking that good
days were in the offing. But
the new government hasn’t

made any bureaucratic reshuffle yet while the babus
wait for a major shake-up
and promotion. As the
stalemate and uncertainty
continue, the bureaucrats
remain on the edge. Sources say the situation has led
to poor functioning of the
bureaucracy.
Sources say several officers have been continuously making visits to Varsha
and Sagar for pending posting and promotion. Despite
constant assurances about

the bureaucrats’ posting,
nothing has happened yet.
Varsha is the official residence of the Chief Minister
of Maharashtra, Eknath
Shinde, while Sagar is the
new home for Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis.
The wait is more painful
for the bureaucrats who are
recognised as pro-Fadnavis
or pro-Shinde. Earlier in
2019, when the Uddhav
Thackeray-led MVA was
formed, many babus had

been given ‘punishment
postings’. The bureaucrats
who fall into this category
are eagerly waiting for the
next move by the government. The delay is too taxing,” some say.
However, the dilemma of
the Eknath-Fadnavis government does not seem to
end there. Not only the bureaucrats but also a dozen
MLAs of the Shinde faction
are waiting for the expansion of the cabinet, which is
not in sight at the moment.

action

Modi advises PM CARES trustees to work with
enhanced vision to respond to emergency situations
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday directed the board of trustees
of the PM CARES fund to work with a
broader vision during distress situations and effectively respond to emergency situations not only through relief
assistance but also by taking mitigation
measures and capacity building.
The PM CARES trustees also decided
to appoint eminent individuals to the
PM CARES Fund’s Advisory Board,
which includes Rajiv Mehrishi, former
Comptroller and Auditor General of
India; Sudha Murthy, former Chair-

person of Infosys Foundation; and
Anand Shah, Co-founder of Teach for
India and former CEO of Indicorps and
Piramal Foundation.They also briefed
PM Modi about various initiatives undertaken with the help of these funds.
It was stated that a PM CARES for
Children scheme was launched with
the help of these funds, which provides support to as many as 4,345 children.
During the meeting, PM Modi expressed confidence in new trustees
and advisors by saying, “Participation of new trustees and advisors will
help provide a wider perspective on
the functioning of the PM CARES and

their experience can bring in better responsiveness to the public needs.”
The trustees have appreciated the
role played by the fund at crucial times
in the country, while the Prime Minister praised the contribution of countrymen to the PM CARES Fund.
Keeping in mind the need for having a dedicated fund with the primary
objective of dealing with any kind of
emergency or distress situation, like
the COVID-19 pandemic, and providing relief to the affected, a public
charitable trust under the name of the
Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance
and Relief in Emergency Situations
Fund (PM CARES Fund) was set up.

Terror groups, drug cartels
clash in Myanmar over narco
funds, 3 PLA members killed
TDG NETWORK
GUWAHATI

The bodies of three Manipur-based People’s Liberation Army (PLA) cadres
were discovered dumped
in a pit in Myanmar, where
northeast India-based
militant groups have set up
bases.
A senior Indian Army official said that the PLA cadres
were killed by Myanmarbased drug cartels in a clash
believed to have happened
on September 17. The deceased were identified as
Lucky, Sanjit, and Ayangba.
“This incident reportedly
happened in Momo village
in New Kwangkhan Camp
(NKC) in Myanmar. A lot
of these groups are not able
to pay the money to drug
cartels in Myanmar despite
being successful in smuggling drugs into India via the
North Eastern region,” the
senior Army official added.

Army (PLA) are three major
groups which have camps
across the Indo-Myanmar
border from where the
groups engage in various
activities to ensure their coffers remain filled. The Centre, state governments and
security forces have jointly
intensified their efforts to
target the illegal revenue
generation racket which is
run by these groups. The
camps of militant groups are
spread geographically to ensure no Indian or Myanmar
security force is able to take
them on in a single operation,” the army official said.
Stringent security and
regular anti-narcotics exercises conducted in the
border areas have apparently led to the drying up
of financial resources of the
PLA, ULFA, and other factional groups of the NSCN,
and cadres are seen to resort
to newer methods to fill up
their coffers.

Delhi BJP holds protest at AAP MLA
somnath bharti's residence
Anmol Nath Bali
New Delhi

The Delhi BJP staged a protest outside the AAP MLA
Somnath Bharti's residence.
This protest was headed by
Delhi BJP president Adesh
Gupta, after cornering Delhi's AAP government on
the issue of excise policy.
The Delhi BJP has begun to
target the AAP government
over the alleged land grab in
Hauz Khas.
The BJP has accused AAP
MLA Somnath Bharti of occupying the land by building a graveyard in the Green
Belt of Delhi. The BJP is calling it "land jihad".
Demanding the dismissal
of Somnath Bharti, BJP Delhi president Adesh Gupta
said, "Land worth a crore
rupees in the Deer Park of
Hauz Khas area has been
occupied at the behest of Kejriwal's close aide and MLA

BJP protest outside the residence of AAP MLA.

Somnath Bharti."
He further added that
,"this corruption has been
done in collaboration with
the Waqf Board on the land
adjoining the graveyard,
which is actually DDA’s
land".
According to the Delhi BJP,
the protest will continue till
concrete action is not taken
against AAP leaders on the
issue of land grabbing.
Gupta demanded the Lt

Governor punish five accused persons involved in
this whole case.
The protest was attended
by LOP Ramvir Singh Bidhuri, State Vice President
Rajan Tiwari, media cohead Harihar Raghuvanshi,
spokesperson Aditya Jha,
former MLAs Anil Sharma
and Prashant Sharma, former Corporation Councilor
Nandani Sharma, and other
office bearers.

gift of life

TADA court orders production warrant for
Yasin Malik to Tihar jail: CBI lawyer
T h e TA DA c o u r t o n
Wednesday ordered a production warrant for chief of
the banned J-K Liberation
Front Yasin Malik to Tihar
jail in connection with the
1989 Rubaiya Sayeed kidnapping case, in which he
is an accused, according to
CBI lawyer Monika Kohli.
“Yasin Malik will be called
for cross-examination on
October 20. The court has
ordered the production of

Fund-starved militant
groups from northeastern
India have shifted their base
of operations to Myanmar
and are seen to be resorting
to drug trafficking to generate revenue.
Since May 2021, Assam
Police and other security
agencies have recovered and
seized contraband drugs
worth over Rs 1,500 crore
in Assam alone, with most
of the drugs entering the region from Myanmar via the
Manipur-Nagaland route.
According to intelligence
from the Indian Army, there
are around 40-50 big and
small camps of northeastbased militant groups in
Myanmar, and all of these
groups are engaged in drug
trafficking to generate revenue.
“National Socialist Council
of Nagaland (NSCN), United
Liberation Front of Asom
(Independent), (ULFA-I),
and People’s Liberation

alleged corruption

1989 kidnapping case

TDG NETWORK
JAMMU
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scuffle

Protests erupt after student
dies by suicide at private
university in Punjab
TDG NETWORK
JALANDHAR
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warrants to Tihar jail for
Yasin Malik. He’ll be physically present for the hearing, as per his demands,”
said Kohli.
Earlier, Malik had asked
the court to allow him to
appear at the August 23
hearing.
However, the court had
said that all accused were
appearing through video
conferencing as per the
High Court order, so a
physical appearance was
not possible for him.

Kohli further said that
Rubaiya Sayeed’s (PDP
chief Mehbooba Mufti’s sister) cross-examination was
done in the court today.
“Rubaiya Sayeed (PDP
chief Mehbooba Mufti’s sister) was presented today at
TADA court, Jammu. Her
cross-examination was
done, along with the rest of
the accused. Only Yasin Malik’s cross-examination was
left,” she said.
Rub a iya S aye e d , t h e
daughter of former Jammu

inappropriate conduct

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar has expressed concerns over the “inappropriate
conduct” of public representatives inside
Parliament and state assemblies, stating that
they have become a “laughing stock” before
the public.
The Vice President also called for “widespread contemplation” of the issue at all levels, saying it must be resolved for the sake of
the country and society. “The conduct of our

Malik in a terror funding
case.
The NIA court, while sentencing Malik to life imprisonment, also imposed a fine
of Rs 10 lakh.
He was sentenced to life
imprisonment twice. The
NIA had requested the
death penalty for the separatist leader, who was found
guilty on May 19.
Malik had told the court
that he was not contesting
the charges levelled against
him.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Vishal (name changed) is now
living a new life in Delhi after undergoing surgery to
remove a massive vascular tumour in his liver that
weighed approximately 2.7
kg and measured 30 cm in
diameter and had been present for the previous 5 years.
Currently, the patient has
been discharged and comes
to the hospital for regular
check-ups. After consulting
multiple doctors at various
centres, Vishal finally came
to PSRI Hospital. After sev-

eral medical and diagnostic
evaluations, Dr. Manoj Gupta, a senior consultant-liver
transplant and G-I surgeon
at PSRI, found out that the
liver was on the right side of
the liver completely. He suggested the surgical removal
of the tumor. However, the
surgery involved a life risk.
Sharing details about the
surgery, Dr. Gupta said,
“Looking at the high risk of
blood loss during surgery,
we first perform a procedure
called angioembolization, followed by surgical removal of
the tumor.

violation

Public representatives have become
‘laughing stock’: Vice president
TDG NETWORK
JAIPUR

and Kashmir Chief Minister
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed,
was abducted by Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation
Front (JKLF) militants on
December 8, 1989.
Yasin Malik, who is serving life imprisonment in Tihar Jail in a terror funding
case, is an accused in this
case along with others.
Notably, the National Investigation Agency (NIA)
court in May this year
awarded life imprisonment
to separatist leader Yasin

New life for Vishal after
complicated liver surgery

public representatives in the world’s largest
democracy should be exemplary. The founding fathers of the Constitution had expected
this. Today’s situation is very serious and
worrisome. The reason for the worry is that
the undignified conduct has crossed all limits. I fail to know how the public representatives can have such conduct while putting
forth their points in Parliament or in the Assembly. They have become a laughing stock
before the public,” Dhankhar said while
addressing a felicitation programme in the
Rajasthan Assembly on Tuesday.

Vadra tenders apology for violating
court-ordered travel restrictions
TDG NETWORK
JAIPUR

Businessman Robert Vadra
on Wednesday tendered an
unconditional apology for
his alleged violation of the
terms and conditions imposed by a Delhi court for
travelling to the UK, Italy
and Spain.
Special Judge Neelofar
Abida Parveen of Rouse

Avenue court on Wednesday reserved its order till
Thursday on the plea by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) to forfeit the fixed deposit and initiate legal proceedings against Vadra for
violating terms and conditions imposed by the court
for travelling abroad. Vadra
offered an unconditional
apology, while the ED said
action should be initiated

against him. He said in an
affidavit that he inadvertently made an error and
instead of “to Dubai”, he
wrote “via Dubai” in the application for permission to
travel. Vadra, the husband
of Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, is at present
on bail in a money laundering case.
Senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi appeared

for Robert Vadra. Vadra’s
contention was opposed
by the counsel for ED. Advocate N K Matta, special
public prosecutor (SPP) for
ED, submitted that Robert
Vadra was directed to submit his address to the court
before leaving India and
added that even after coming back to India, he did not
submit details of places he
visited in the UK.
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IN THE CAPITAL

Court seeks report on loss to
victims in riot case at Burari
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

T

he Rouse Avenue
court in the national
capital, while hearing
cases against MPs and MLAs
on Wednesday, sought a
report from the Delhi State
Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) on loss and compensation to the victims, who are
police personnel, in connection with the February 2015
matter of rioting in Delhi’s
Burari police station.
In the matter, the court has
convicted two Aam Aadmi
Party MLAs, namely Akhilesh Pati Tripathi and Sanjiv
Jha, along with 15 others, of
rioting and causing hurt to
policemen in a 7-year-old
case. The Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
(ACMM) Vaibhav Mehta

FDDD

CONSPIRACY

adjourned the arguments on
the sentence to convicts after accepting their affidavits
mentioning their income and
property.
The court will hear the
matter on October 15 on the
point of the sentence. Meanwhile, the DLSA will submit
its report on the assessment
of the loss to the victims with
the purpose of compensating them. The court will then
decide the amount of compensation. The special court
has recently convicted 17 accused people and acquitted
another 10 in the matter. The
acquitted persons submitted
their bail bonds in court on
Wednesday.
“The court is of the view
that the prosecution has
been able to establish that
both the accused persons,
namely Sanjiv Jha and Akh-

ilesh Pati Tripathi, were
present at the spot when the
crowd turned violent and, in
fact, had played a major role
in provoking and instigating
the crowd,” the court said
in its 149-page judgement
passed on September 7.
The court had convicted
the accused persons of rioting, obstructing public servants discharging duty and
unlawful assembly. However, it acquitted them of the
offences of criminal intimidation and damaging public
property.
The court noted that the
prosecution witnesses in
their testimonies were “consistent” and stated that both
of the MLAs were present at
the place and that they were
not only “active participants
but, in fact, were leading the
crowd.” The court further

SECRETS

observed, “Besides, the two
MLAs also provoked the
mob as a part of a ‘common
object of the unlawful assembly’ in order to ‘teach police
officials a lesson’ and to overawe the police by force.”
The court had convicted
the two MLAs and other accused, namely, Balram Jha,
Shyam Gopal Gupta, Kishore
Kumar, Lalit Mishra, Jagdish
Chandra Joshi, Narender
Singh Rawat, Neeraj Pathak,
Raju Malik, Ashok Kumar,
Ravi Prakash Jha, Ismail
Islam, Manoj Kumar, Vijay
Pratap Singh, Heera Devi,
and Yashwant.
The case pertains to an incident that occurred on the
night of February 20, 2015,
at Burari police station during which the property was
damaged and police personnel were also beaten.

ED FREEZES RS 3.95 CR Delhi HC upholds
IN TRANS ARUNACHAL trial court order
HIGHWAY PROJECT CASE against Huawei CEO
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has frozen bank accounts, recurring deposits,
and fixed deposits having
a balance of Rs 3.95 crore
in the Trans Arunachal
Highway Project case, the
agency said on Wednesday.
The federal agency’s move
followed two search operations conducted on Tuesday in Arunachal Pradesh
under the provisions of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
2002, in respect of an investigation relating to the
Trans Arunachal Highway
Project. The ED initiated
a money laundering investigation on the basis of
an FIR dated February 2,
2019, registered by the Spe-

cial Investigation Cell (vigilance) Itanagar, Arunachal
Pradesh under various
sections of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), 1860, and
sections 13(1)(a) and 13(2) of
the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988.
The FIR revealed that
some government officials, in conspiracy with
some private individuals, misappropriated the
funds of compensation for
the affected persons and
beneficiaries of the Trans
Arunachal Highway Project. The investigation by ED
has revealed that multiple
fake beneficiaries were created by some government
officials in connivance with
private individuals to cause
wrongful gain to themselves and wrongful loss to
the government exchequer.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
refused to set aside the Trial
Court order that quashed
a lookout circular (LOC)
against Huawei Telecommunications (India) chief executive Li Xiongwei, issued by
the Income Tax Department.
However, Delhi HC modified the Trial Court order and
increased the amount of fixed
deposit to be submitted to the
court from Rs 5 lakh to Rs 5
crore. The bench of Anu Malhotra in a judgement passed
on September 20 said, “In
the circumstances, though it
is not considered appropriate
by the Court to set aside the
impugned August 29 order
of the Trial Court, which has
set aside the LOC against the
respondent/Huawei CEO Li
Xiongwei in addition to the

conditions imposed by the
Trial Court.”
The Court said the respondent be permitted to travel
out of India only subject to
the respondent submitting an
FDR to the tune of Rs 5 crores
drawn on a nationalised Indian bank in the Trial Court,
which on deposit is to be
renewed in an automatic renewal mode, which on the
failure of the respondent to
join the investigation twice
shall stand forfeited and
which also on the failure to
appear before the Trial Court
as and when directed by the
Trial Court shall be forfeited.
The Court further observed that, undoubtedly,
taking into account the fact
that there is no extradition
treaty between our country
and China, the respondent
thus falls within the category
of a flight risk.

REVIEW

DGCA extends 50% cap on SpiceJet flights till next month
HC BARS FORMER COACH FROM
COMMENTING AGAINST MANPREET SINGH
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday restrained former
Indian Hockey Team coach
Sjoerd Marjine from giving
any interviews or issuance
of any statements in connection with an allegation he had
levelled against Indian field
hockey team captain Manpreet
Singh.

The court also restrained
Coach and Publisher from
publishing an excerpt of his
upcoming book titled “Will
Power” where he has made
allegations against Manpreet
Singh. The coach has recently
accused Manpreet of asking
young players to underperform during the 2018 Commonwealth Games. Hockey
player Manpreet Singh alleges
that an excerpt of the book was

leaked to a prominent daily
newspaper. The HC also allowed the lawyers for Manpreet Singh to write to the media
house to take down the article
already published.
While hearing Manpreet
Singh’s lawsuit, Justice Amit
Bansal directed coach Sjoerd Marjine not to publish
excerpts from his upcoming
book in which he makes allegations against Singh.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Wednesday extended the
50 per cent restriction on
SpiceJet flights till October
29.
“Based on the review of
the safety performance of
Spicejet, the authorities issued an Interim Order of
even number dated 27 July
2022 whereby restricting
the number of departures

of Spicejet to 50% of the
number of departures approved under Summer
Schedule 2022 for a period
of eight weeks,” DGCA
said in its order. Whereas
the review has indicated
that there is an appreciable
reduction in the number of
safety incidents, it said.
“However, as a matter
of abundant caution, the
competent authority has
decided that the restriction
as imposed on July 27 this
year shall continue to be

in force till the end of the
summer schedule on September 29, in accordance
with the powers conferred
under rule 19A of the Aircraft Rules, 1937,” it further
read.
The DGCA stated that any
increase in the number of
departures beyond the 50%
approved during this period is subject to the airline
demonstrating to the satisfaction of the DGCA that
it has sufficient technical
support and financial re-

sources to undertake such
increased capacity safely
and efficiently. During this
period, the airline shall be
subject to “enhanced surveillance” by the DGCA, it
reads.
Earlier on July 27, reviewing Spicejet’s reply on show
cause notice, the DGCA had
restricted the airline to operating only 50% of flights
for eight weeks.
In a letter to Spicejet, the
Joint Director General of
Civil Aviation mentioned

that the reported incidents
on aircraft operated by
Spicejet from 1st April to 5th
July 2022 were reviewed
and it was observed that on
a number of occasions, the
aircraft either turned back
to its originating station or
continued landing to the
destination with degraded
safety margins. There is
poor internal safety oversight and inadequate maintenance actions, which have
resulted in the degradation
of the safety margins.
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TOP OF THE DAY
CIGARETTES
WORTH OVER
RS 10 LAKH SEIZED
IN MIZORAM
CHAMPHAI: Assam Rifles
seized a huge consignment
of foreign-made cigarettes
estimated to be worth over
Rs 10 lakh in Mizoram’s
Champhai district on
Wednesday. On Wednesday,
they recovered 8 cases of
foreign-origin cigarettes
worth Rs 10.40 lakh in
general area Balukai, Zokhawthar IMB in Champhai
district under the supervision of Inspector General,
Assam Rifles (East). The operation was carried out by a
team of Assam Rifles based
on specific information. A
senior official of the Assam
Rifles said that the Assam
Rifles team recovered the
items dumped between the
Indo-Myanmar Friendship
Bridge and Balukai. The
approximate cost of the
recovered foreign-origin
cigarettes is Rs 10, 40,000.

PSIA CONDUCTS
RAIDS IN J-K’S
BATHINDI
BATHINDI: The State
Investigation Agency (SIA)
of Jammu and Kashmir
on Wednesday carried out
raids in the Bathindi area
of Jammu and Kashmir in
connection with a terror
funding case. More details
are awaited.

ALLIANCE AIR TO
RECOMMENCE
DELHI-SHIMLADELHI FLIGHTS
NEW DELHI: To enhance
connectivity in north India,
Alliance Air is all set to
recommence its maiden
Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) route
Delhi-Shimla-Delhi from
Monday. With this recommencement, the airline
will expand its network
in Himachal Pradesh so
that commuters can fly
to Delhi-Shimla-Delhi
daily, Alliance Air said in a
statement. “With the vision
of connecting New India, it
is our endeavour to offer
better air connectivity between Tier-2 / Tier-3 towns
to their closest city hubs.
Keeping with this endeavour, Alliance Air expands
connectivity in North India
by resuming its maiden
RCS route Delhi-ShimlaDelhi, which will operate
daily effective September 26, 2022,” said Yash
Vardhan Singh, Deputy
Engineer, Alliance Air.

UTTARAKHAND CM
HOLDS MEETING
FOR KISHAU DAM
MULTIPURPOSE
PROJECT
DEHRADUN: Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami
participated in a meeting
on the Kishau Dam Multipurpose Project under
the chairmanship of
Union Minister for Water
Power Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat in New Delhi
on Wednesday. Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister
Jai Ram Thakur and
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar also
participated virtually. In
the meeting, the Chief
Ministers of Uttarakhand,
Pushkar Singh Dhami,
and Himachal Pradesh,
Jai Ram Thakur, presented their views on the
project.
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HALTED

20 coaches of goods train derail
in Bihar, operations stalled
TDG NETWORK
CHANDAULI

T

wenty coaches of a
goods train were derailed on the Deen
Dayal Upadhyay junction to
Gaya junction (DDU-Gaya)
rail route on Wednesday.
The incident took place
at around 6.30 am near the
Kumau station in Bihar’s Rohatas on the DDU-Gaya rail
route. “20 coaches of a goods
train derailed on the DDUGaya rail route at around
6.30 am near the Kumau
station (Rohtas district of
Bihar) on the DDU-Gaya rail
route,” Indian Railway DRM
DDU informed.
The operations on the GayaDDU rail section of HowrahNew Delhi have been stalled.
The derailment affected the
schedules of several other
trains on the Deen Dayal
Upadhyay junction to Gaya
route.
As per the information from
the chief public relations officer, Virendra Kumar of East
Central Railways, the routes
of as many as five trains in the
up direction were diverted.

Derailed coaches of the goods train.

The route of the 12311 Howrah-Kalka Express, as well
as the operational route of
the 13009 Howrah-Yognagri
Rishikesh Express, which
departed from Howrah on
Tuesday, has been diverted
via Dehri on Sone-Garhwa
Road-Chunar.
The 12987 Sealdah-Ajmer
Express that departed from
Sealdah on Tuesday was diverted via Dehri on Sone-Gar-

hwa Road-Chunar. He said the
12321 Howrah-Mumbai Express route was also diverted
from Gaya-Patna-Pandit via
Deen Dayal Upadhyay Junction, while the 12307 Howrah-Jodhpur Express was also
diverted to operate via GayaPatna-Pandit via Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Junction.
The routes of nine downward-direction trains were
also changed.

EXCLUSIVE

According to the official,
the 12260 Bikaner-Sealdah
Express that departed from
Bikaner on Tuesday has been
diverted via Pandit Deen
Dayal Upadhyay JunctionPatna-Jhajha, while the route
of the 12802 New Delhi-Puri
Express has been diverted to
move via Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Junction-PatnaBakhtiarpur-Rajgir-TilaiyaGaya.
The officials operationally
diverted the routes of 12350
New Delhi-Godda Express departing New Delhi on Tuesday
via Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyay Junction-Patna-Kiul and
12444 Anand Vihar-Haldia
Express departing from
Anand Vihar via Pandit Deen
Dayal Upadhyay JunctionPatna-Jhajha, according to
the information provided by
the officials.
He also said that the 13152
Jammu Tawi-Kolkata Express will return to Pandit
Deen Dayal Upadhyay Junction, and from here this train
will be diverted via the rail
route of Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Junction-PatnaJhajha. The train 12382, which

departed New Delhi on the
New Delhi-Howrah express
route, will also return to Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Junction and will run via the
converted route Pandit Deen
Dayal Upadhyay JunctionPatna-Jhajha.
The Varanasi-based 13554
Varanasi-Asansol Express
train, which was scheduled to depart from here on
Wednesday, will be partially
terminated at Saydarja station
and from here it will further
return to Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Junction.
The Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Junction-Gaya
Passenger Special that was
to leave Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Junction today will
also be partially terminated at
Pusauli station, from where
it will then head back to the
Deen Dayal Upadhyay Junction station.
The partial closure/starting
of 13249/13250 Patna-Bhabua
road train that was scheduled
to depart Patna on Wednesday
will now take place at/from
Sasaram station, according to
the information provided by
the Railways.

INTELLIGENCE OPS

PUNJAB GOVERNMENT PROPOSAL
DRI SEIZES GOLD WORTH
REJECTED BY ENVIRONMENT AUTHORITY RS 33 CR AT MUMBAI,
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

After the Punjab and
Haryana High Court put
a stay on the Punjab government’s mining policy,
SEIAA (State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Punjab.)
has also become a noose for
the department of Mines
and Geology Punjab on the
subject of mining. As per
the latest report, SEIAA not
only refused the proposal
of the department but also
rebuked the department as
they were asking SEIAA to
help them in contempt of
Supreme Court orders.
The department of Mines
and Geology is in a fix again.
The department is seeking
solutions to get environmental clearances from the
SEIAA by any means so
that unmeasured mining
can be done without doing
the District Survey report.
As per rules, DSR is essential for mining in which
pre-monsoon and postmonsoon data are recorded.
The Department is asking
SEIAA to ignore the PostMonsoon replenishment
report and grant environmental clearance to them.
The Department of Mines
and Geology, vide Memo no.
1042-44 dated 5.09.2022,
has requested SEIAA to
consider the following pro-

posals:
1. For the purpose of obtaining environment clearances for out of river bed
mines included in the District Survey Reports, the
SEIAA may consider the
approval of DSRs which
shall have the complete data
of out of river bed mines
as per the 2020 Guidelines, along with the river
bed mines whose data has
been collected during the
pre-monsoon survey with
approximate quantities of
mineable material, subject
to the condition that final
reserve estimation for auction of river bed mines shall
be updated in the DSRs after
the post-monsoon survey.
2. To transfer the valid environment clearances of the
mines in the name of concerned XEN-cum-District
Mining Officers who’s ECs
were originally granted by
the SEIAA/MOEF&CC in
the name of the department.
3. To transfer the valid environment clearances of the
mines in the name of concerned XEN-cum-District
Mining Officers who’s ECs
were originally granted by
the SEIAA/MOEF&CC in
the name of the contractor.
SEIAA observed on the
first point that the request
of the Mining Department
to provisionally approve interim DSRs minus the post-

monsoon replenishment
studies (in order to facilitate
issuing of ECs for non-river
bed mining areas on the
basis of the interim DSRs)
is not permissible as the replenishment studies are an
integral part of the DSRs.
For the second proposal
SEIAA therefore decided
that before taking further
action in the matter, the
Mining Department should
be asked to clarify why it is
seeking the transfer of ECs
in its name when the actual
sand mining operations are
to be conducted by thirdparty contractors and the
grant of ECs in the name
of the Mining Department
would prima facie amount
to contempt of the Supreme
Court orders.
For the third point, SEIAA
stated that the issues in
the matter being similar
to those in para (b) above,
SEIAA decided that a similar clarification be sought
from the Mining Department as to why the transfer
of EC was being requested
in the name of the Department when, as per the 71
Supreme Court directions
dated 28.10.2013 in SLP (C)
No 729-31 of 2011, ECs are
required to be in the name
of the project proponents
(contractors) who will actually be undertaking the
mining operations.

PATNA, DELHI

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

As many as 394 pieces of foreign-origin gold bars weighing approximately 65.46 kgs
and valued at Rs 33.40 crore
have been seized by the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI).
According to the Ministry
of Finance on Wednesday,
the gold bars were being
smuggled from neighbouring countries. “Specific intelligence indicated that a syndicate is actively planning
to smuggle foreign-origin
gold from Mizoram using
domestic courier consignment of a supply chain and
logistics company (hereinafter referred to as logistics
company),” said a release by
the Ministry.
Under the “Op Gold Rush”
launched by DRI, a particular consignment declared
to contain ‘Personal Goods’
destined for Mumbai was
intercepted.”Examination
of the consignment at Bhiwandi (Maharashtra) on
September 19 led to the recovery and seizure of 120
pieces of foreign-origin gold
biscuits weighing approximately 19.93 kg and valued
at about Rs 10.18 crore,” said
the release.

“Further analysis and investigation revealed that 2
other such consignments,
sent by the same consignor
from the same location to the
same consignee, destined for
Mumbai and in transit, were
despatched through the
same logistics company. The
location of the consignments
was traced,” it added.
The second consignment
was located and intercepted
in Bihar.
“Upon examination at the
warehouse of the logistics
company, it led to the recovery of 172 foreign-origin gold
bars weighing approximately 28.57 kgs and valued at
about Rs 14.50 crore,” it said.
“Similarly, the third consignment was intercepted
and examined at the Delhi
hub of the logistics company, which led to the recovery
and seizure of 102 pieces
of foreign origin gold bars
weighing approximately
16.96 kg and valued at about
Rs 8.69 crore,” the release
added.
According to the Ministry,
a total of 394 foreign-origin
gold bars weighing approximately 65.46 kg and valued
at approximately Rs 33.40
crore were recovered and
seized in multi-city operations.

INTER-STTE TALKS

Assam, Mizoram CMs agree to form
regional panel to resolve boundary dispute
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma met
his Mizoram counterpart
Zoramthanga to hold another
round of talks on the longpending Assam-Mizoram
border issue in the national
capital on Wednesday afternoon.
“Today my Mizoram counterpart, Zoramthanga, and
I met to discuss the Assam
and Mizoram border issue. A
team of ministers from both
states met in Aizawl recently.

5

CM Himanta Biswa Sarma with CM Zoramthanga

Today we discussed the progress and reviewed what happened in the meeting, and we
are satisfied with the progress. We are in the process

of forming regional committees to solve this issue, “said
Assam CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma after the meeting. The
meeting between the two CMs

lasted for around twenty-five
minutes.
Mizoram CM Zoramthanga
exclusively told ANI, “We
have had a good round of
meetings and are satisfied
with the progress made at
the meeting between the
ministers of the two states.
We’re hoping that we will be
able to solve the issue at the
earliest.”When asked about
the meeting with Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Zoramthanga said, “As of
now we have had no talks
of a meeting with the Union
Home Minister.”

In November last year, the
two CMs met in the presence
of the Union Home Minister
in the national capital to discuss the decades-long pending issue.
In July last year, the border dispute turned violent,
resulting in the deaths of
seven personnel from the Assam police and injuring several others. Following this, a
couple of rounds of meetings
have taken place between the
delegations from Assam and
Mizoram to solve this issue
amicably.In 1972, Mizoram
was made a union territory.

TRUCK RUNS OVER 6
PERSONS SLEEPING
ON DIVIDER, 4 KILLED
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

An unidentified speeding
truck ran over six people
sleeping on a road divider
in the Seemapuri area of the
national capital in the very
early hours of Wednesday,
killing four people and injuring others, police said
today.
While two people were
killed on the spot, one person was declared dead at
the hospital and another
person succumbed during
treatment. The incident
is reported to have taken
place around 1.51 am while
the truck was crossing the
Delhi Transport Corporation Depot traffic light at
Seemapuri.
“Today Dated September

21, at around 01.51 am, one
unknown truck/canter
while crossing the DTC
Depot redlight and going
towards DLF T-point was
driven rashly and negligently, which crushed and
injured six people sleeping
on the road divider,” said
the police.
The deceased have been
identified as Kareem (52),
Chotte Khans (25), Shah
Alam (38) and Rahul (45),
while those injured include
16-year-old Manish and
30-year-old Pradeep.
“Several teams have been
formed to trace the vehicle involved. A case has
been registered under appropriate sections,” said
the police. Further investigation into the matter
is underway.

SPREADING DISEASE

LUMPY SKIN DISEASE
VIRUS CLAIMS 101
ANIMAL LIVES IN MP
TDG NETWORK
BHOPAL

The onslaught of the
Lumpy Skin Disease virus
has claimed over a hundred animals in Madhya
Pradesh, according to data
released by the chief minister’s office here.
In the 26 districts of the
state, 7,686 animals were
affected, of which 5,432
animals were cured while
101 died, according to
an official statement. “It
needs to be taken very seriously. Just like we fought
against Covid, we will fight
this lumpy virus to save
the lives of animals,” Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan said, according to the
statement.

The Lumpy Skin Disease
virus is causing the loss
of many milch animals
across states. Apart from
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra is another state
that is suffering a heavy
impact of the disease’s outbreak.
A large number of cattle
have died after being infected by the virus in Maharashtra.
“Lumpy Skin Disease
(LSD) has been rapidly
spreading all throughout
the Maharashtra state. It
is a cutaneous viral disease of the bovines. This
disease is not transmitted
to human beings either
from animals or through
cow milk,” the animal
husbandry department release stated.

WAQF BOARD CASE

AMANATULLAH KHAN
TO STAY BEHIND BARS
FOR 5 MORE DAYS
AJEET KUMAR SRIVASTAVA
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court has sent AAP
MLA Amanatullah Khan
to five more days of police
custody in connection with
a two-year-old case related
to alleged irregularities
in the Delhi Waqf Board.
This comes after the AntiCorruption Branch, which
arrested Khan, claimed in
court that they had traced
money transactions linked
to him to Dubai.
Additional Public Prosecutor Atul Kumar Shrivastava moved an application
before Special Judge Vikas
Dhull seeking 10 more days
of custody.
The Additional Public
Prosecutor stated that the
investigation was looking
into a private company, Cosmos Developers, which had
purchased a property in Uttarakhand. “There is an entry of Rs 2 lakh to Amanat
bhai… certain amount has
also gone to Dubai,” Shrivastava claimed.
This submission was
forcefully opposed by
Khan’s lawyer, senior advocate Rahul Mehra, who told
the court, “You said Dubai
and leave it there. There is
only one person from Dubai

that we all know. You must
at least tell the court. This
is so strange. Yesterday you
said Telangana and now
you say Dubai. I am being
prejudiced.” The Additional Public Prosecutor then
mentioned the name of one
Jishan Haider, who is stated
to have received several
crores, and told the court
that “the money has gone
to one political party, everything is decided who will be
on the poster, the hoarding,
this has to be investigated.”
Mehra told the court that
this has nothing to do with
the accused as there have
been cases of people who
“pose for pictures and videos with high dignitaries
and then flee the country.”
The Additional Public
Prosecutor then mentioned
the name of one Kaushar
Alam alias Laddan, who
was arrested from Telangana, and argued that he
needed to be confronted
with Khan.
The Additional Public
Prosecutor also claimed that
Khan was giving evasive replies to the investigators,
and that the fact that he had
to be taken to the hospital
for a medical emergency
consumed around two days
of the investigators.
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top of the day
Person
carrying fake
currency
arrested

Hyderabad: One person was apprehended by
the Gopalapuram Police
on Tuesday, for carrying fake currency notes
worth Rs 3.16 lakhs,
informed the police.
The arrest was made
at Indranagar colony,
Kalimandir, Bandlaguda
Jagir in Hyderabad and
the man has been identified as Kasthuri Ramesh
Babu. He was allegedly moving with fake
currency notes. As per
the police, he himself
confessed his guilt when
Police enquired from
him.

Fire in a factory
kills three in
Chittoor

Chittoor: Three
people lost their lives on
Wednesday morning after a massive fire broke
out in a paper plate
manufacturing company
in Rangachari street
of Andhra Pradesh’s
Chittoor.
According to the police,
the fire broke out due
to a short circuit in the
factory, where three
persons who died
were residing. The Sub
Inspector at Chittor fire
station said, “incident
took place around 3 am
on Wednesday. When
the fire broke out, three
persons related to the
factory were staying in
the rooms here.”
“We reached the spot
and found that the
fumes of smoke had
surrounded the factory.
While it took some time
to clear the fire and
smoke, we moved three
unconscious persons to
a hospital and initiated
medical treatment to
them to which they did
not respond as they were
dead,” the SI said.

Man riding
bike falls into
drainage pit in
Chennai

Chennai: A 33-yearold man riding a bike
was injured when he fell
into a 10-feet-deep pit
intended for draining
rainwater in Chennai.
Vasudevan, a software
engineer, lost balance
and fell into a pit outside
his home. It was dug
as a part of the new
stormwater drainage
system work all over
Chennai. One of the iron
rods inside the pit for
cement re-enforcing
cut Vasudevan’s thigh.
He also got a head and
shoulder injury.

5 held in Goa’s
Ribander
for online
gambling

Ribander: Five people
have been apprehended
for their alleged involvement in online gambling
activities, Goa Police
said on Wednesday.
Those nabbed are
residents of Chhattisgarh and were conducting gambling activities
inside the premises of
Annette Beach Apartments in the city, police
said.
The five apprehended on
Tuesday have been identified as Aman, Rakesh
Kumar, Sagar, Vishal
Kumar and Karan.
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poster campaign

Hijab case

Cong PayCM campaign leaves CM
red-faced, Bommai says will book case
TDG NETWORK
Bengaluru

T

he state unit of Congress stepped up 40
percent Sarkara campaign by plastering `PayCM’
posters along with a QR code
across Bengaluru city on
Wednesday morning in the
middle of the ongoingassembly session.
Posters with the title “PayCM” with the picture of
Chief minister Basavaraj
Bommai also feature a QR
code that will take the user

PayCM posters in Bengaluru.

to the ‘40% commission

providing funds

Sarkara’ website that was

launched by Congress recently for complaints.
The posters are designed
to highlight how 40 percent commission rate that is
being alleged by the party
calling it a norm under the
current BJP regime.
Reacting to the poster campaign, Bommai told reporters here in Bengaluru that
such an unsubstantiated
and baseless campaign is in
bad taste. ``I have instructed officials to take appropriate and legal action.
These campaigns against

me will do nothing less than
bring disrepute to Karnataka,’’ he told media persons
shortly after paying a courtesy call to former Prime
Minister H D Deve Gowda
who is recovering from legrelated ailments.
This is not the first time
that a smear campaign is
unleashed against Bommai.
Recently, in the TRS-ruled
Telanagana, a huge poster
portraying CM peddling 40
pc commission government
was put up inviting wrath
from the chief minister.

The Karnataka Government apprised the Supreme Court on
Wednesday that it had prescribed uniforms which were religionneutral.

appeals dismissed

Telangana BJP chief
22 tonnes of licorice coated
accuses TRS of expanding with heroin seized at
PFI footprints with AIMIM
Mumbai’s Nava Sheva Port
support in state
TDG Network
New Delhi

TDG Network
Hyderabad

Telangana Bharatiya Janata
Party chief Bandi Sanjay on
Wednesday accused the ruling TRS of “expanding the
Popular Front of India footprints” in the state with the
support of AIMIM.
The BJP leader alleged that
the PFI was “conspiring to
create terror in Telangana
by indulging in bomb explosions”. Addressing a gathering at Nagole crossroads
on the completion of his
100-day of Praja Sangrama
Yatra foot march, Bandi said,
“The PFI, which is a banned
organisation all over the
country, is operating with
the blessings of the AIMIM
leaders and it was the TRS
government which is responsible for the expansion
of this extremist organisation. Some TRS leaders are
patronising the PFI by providing funds to it”.
Hitting out at Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao,
he asked if he was in his
“slumber” till the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
conducted raids on the PFI

Telangana Bharatiya Janata
Party chief Bandi Sanjay.

extremists.
“Why was KCR in his
slumber till the NIA conducted raids on the PFI extremists, who were operating under the guise of gym
instructors and voluntary
organisations?” he asked.
Stating that the BJP would
go all out to bring about unity in the Hindu society and
protect the Hindu dharma,
the BJP state president said
if given a chance to rule the
state, the BJP would make
efforts to weed out extremist outfits like the PFI.
Earlier on Tuesday, Sanjay
Kumar challenged KCR to
ally with Asaduddin Owaisi-led AIMIM and called
him “Kasim Chandrashekar
Rizvi”.

in karnataka

Name outcome of ASES
summit as Bengaluru
Declaration: CM Bommai
TDG Network
Bengaluru

Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai on Wednesday inaugurated the Asian Summit on Education and Skill
(ASES) and Didac India 2022 and said that the forum is playing an important role to promote peer learning among different countries and educational institutions which are critical
for adopting the best practices in education.
Speaking at the occasion, the Chief Minister said that this
forum must become a platform to provide solutions and the
report of this workshop on education must be called ‘Bengaluru declaration’. Bommai also said that the government will
implement the solutions arrived at in this meeting.
“The system of education policy and teaching technique
has changed. The change must be in the right direction and
must help in evolving a good education system. Any education does not end just after obtaining the degree as they are
just milestones and still they will have a long way to cover.
All of them are lifelong students as they will learn new things
every day,” Bommai said.
“The education must be pro-learning and clarity on what,
when and how much to teach, and that is possible through
new technology and methods. This concept can be taught to
students through visual media but it reduces their analytical
thinking in them. The students must learn easily and happily.
The policy must be framed by putting themselves in the level
of children,” he further said.
Bommai stressed technology for all real solutions as the current situation needs technology.
“Since from the days of maharajas, the State has a good
primary, secondary and professional courses imparting institutions. Our forefathers have successfully included both
knowledge and meditation together. While meditation helps
in good thinking and knowledge helps to face the world,”
Bommai said while speaking about education in the state.
The Chief Minister also claimed that Karnataka had never
lagged behind in technical education.

A container with approximately 22 tonnes of licorice
coated with heroin was
seized at Nava Sheva Port,
Mumbai, said the Delhi Police special cell on Wednesday.
According to the police,
this is one of the biggest
seizures of heroin with a
value of Rs 1,725 crore in
the international market.
“The value of heroin seized
was approximately Rs 1,725
crores. The container was
transported to Delhi. This

Karnataka tells SC, it
has only prescribed
uniforms which are
religion neutral

This is one of the biggest seizures of heroin with a value of
Rs 1,725 crore in the international market.

seizure indicates how narco terror is impacting our
country and international
players are using differ-

ent methodologies to push
drugs into our country,”
said HGS Dhaliwal, Special
CP.

within the reach

TDG Network
New Delhi

The Karnataka Government,
while justifying its decision
to prescribe a dress code in
the educational institutes,
apprised the Supreme Court
on Wednesday that it had
prescribed uniforms which
were religion-neutral.
Representing Karnataka
state, Additional Solicitor
General (ASG) KM Nataraj
said on Wednesday that the
state has not banned Hijab
but has only prescribed a
uniform which is religionneutral. ASG Nataraj submitted that the state government had neither prohibited
nor promoted any religious
activity. He was arguing
before a bench of Justices
Hemant Gupta and Sudhanshu Dhulia.
ASG KM Nataraj said all
religious rights must be balanced and no one can say
that they have an absolute

right. Countering the submission of the petitioner,
ASG Nataraj said that the
matter did not require to be
referred to a larger bench
as it was a simple case connected with the issue of discipline in educational institutions.
He also said that no person has been discriminated
against and all have been
treated equally.
Defending the state government’s decision, Karnataka’s Advocate General
Prabhuling Navadgi submitted before SC the restrictions
of Hijab are inside the classroom. Karnataka’s Advocate
General Prabhuling Navadgi
emphasised that there is no
restriction on wearing hijab
in school transport or even
in the school campus.
The Karnataka Advocate
General said that ground reality was something which
has never happened in Karnataka.

Major changes brought in
education, medicare sectors: Labourer working
at IIT Mumbai canteen
CM Jagan Mohan Reddy
arrested for peeping
into women’s hostel
alleged case

TDG Network
Amaravati

Reiterating that the amount
being spent on education is
an investment for a better future, Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy said that education
works in shaping the generation next into a confident
and competent youth to start
their careers.
Concluding the short discussion on Vidya Vaidyam
Nadu Nedu in the State Assembly here on Tuesday, the
Chief Minister said the State
Government has been striving not just for the right to
education but for the right
to English medium and right
to higher education with incentives from pre-primary to
college education while the
previous dispensation had
tried to push back government schools into oblivion
to benefit corporate schools
with a vested interest. He
also said that drastic changes in the medical and health
sector are being brought in
to bring quality medicare
within the reach of the needy.
“We have chalked out our
priorities well and wanted
to see that the Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) is
drastically improved by
providing incentives and
also revamping the schools
under Nadu Nedu. We have
instructed that 12 visible
changes should be in place
in the government schools
which include, toilets, clean
drinking water, repairs, tube
lights and fans, furniture for
students and teachers, green
chalkboards, painting, English lab, compound wall,
kitchen shed, additional
rooms and digital interactive
panels,” Jagan said.

Andhra Pradesh CM Jagan
Mohan Reddy.

“Besides government
schools, even pre-primary
foundation schools and
Anganwadi hostels are
also being developed under Nadu Nedu. In the first
phase, 15,715 schools were
revamped with a cost of Rs
3.700 crore and the digitization of classrooms will be in
place from next academic
year,” Jagan added.
The Andhra Pradesh CM
also said that the second
phase of modernization has
started and he has given
the visual presentation of
schools in Chandrababu
Naidu’s birthplace Naravari
Palle and Kuppam before
and after taking up the Nadu
Nedu programme. “The
GER in primary schools for
2015-16 in the State was very
poor and we could increase
it drastically through the
schemes like Amma Vodi,
Goru Muddha, Vidya Deevena and Vasathi Devena.
While government schools
had 37.20 lakh students in
2018-19, it increased to 44.29
lakh in 2021-22,” Jagan said.
“Amma Vodi has been a
unique scheme under which
mother is incentivized to
send her children to school
with Rs 15,000 per annum
with the rider of 75 per cent

attendance and Rs 1,000
each should be contributed
toward Toilets and School
Maintenance Funds for the
upkeep of schools. During
the three years Rs 19, 617
crores were spent under the
scheme,” Jagan further said.
The Andhra CM also
talked about his schemes
‘Gorumuddha’ and ‘Vidaya
Deevena’.
“Under Gorumuddha,
with a daily changing menu
and nutritious food, the State
has been spending Rs 1,800
crore while it was just Rs
450 crore annually by the
previous government, which
did not clear the dues of ayas
and provisions as well,” Jagan said. “Vidaya Deevena
is the other incentive where
full fees reimbursement is
given along with Vasathi Devena which takes care of the
hostel and mess charges and
the total amount works out
to Rs 11,717 crores. The curriculum is changed with job
orientation so that the youth
would come out of colleges
ready to face the competitive
world with confidence,” Jagan said.
Vidya kanuka kits with a
school bag, bilingual textbooks, workbooks, notebooks, three pairs of uniforms, shoes, two pairs of
socks, dictionary are being
given to students on the
school reopening day itself
which cost about Rs 886
cores and for 8th class students and teachers 5.18 lakh
tabs would be given in November last week. The tabs
would have preloaded Byjus
content which would serve
as a home tutorial, he said.
The Byjus content, which
would otherwise cost about
Rs 24,000 would be given
free of cost.

TDG Network
Mumbai

A labourer working in the canteen of the Indian Institutes
of Technology (IIT) Mumbai campus in Powai was arrested
by the Powai Police in an alleged case of peeping into the
women’s hostel.
The incident happened on Sunday night and according to
the police, the labourer was caught by a woman and was arrested. However, the police haven’t been able to extract any
video from his phone yet. “He’ll be produced in court today.
We recovered his mobile and didn’t get any video as such”,
said Maheshwar Reddy, DCP.
Further probe into the matter is awaited.

Voice vote

Andhra Pradesh:
Legislative Assembly
passes nine bills
TDG Network
Amaravati

The Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly on Wednesday
passed nine bills, including the Andhra Pradesh Labour Welfare Fund (Second Amendment) Bill, by voice vote.
The Andhra Pradesh Labour Welfare Fund (Second
Amendment) Bill 2022 was moved by Minister for Labour
Employment, Training and Factories G Jayaram. The bills
include Andhra Pradesh Shops and Establishments (Amendment) Bill 2022, Andhra Pradesh Payment of Salaries and
Pension and Removal of Disqualifications (Amendment)
Bill 2002, Andhra Pradesh Land Titling Bill 2022, Andhra
Pradesh Regulation of Appointments to Public Services and
Rationalization of Staff Pattern and Pay Structure (Amendment) Bill 2022.
The House also passed the Dr NTR University of Health
Sciences (Amendment) Bill 2022, Andhra Pradesh Capital
Region Development Authority and Andhra Pradesh Metropolitan Region, Urban Development Authorities (Amendment) Bill, 2022 and Andhra Pradesh Municipal Laws
(Amendment) Bill 2022 and Andhra Pradesh Municipal
Laws (Amendment) Bill 2022 Bill.
The House also passed the Andhra Pradesh Appropriation
(No.3) Bill, 2022.
Notably, all the Bills were passed by voice vote.
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‘HOME TO US ALL’

China’s big SCO game: Pit
Eurasia against Indo-Pacific
The idea of Eurasia mooted by Chinese President Xi Jinping at the SCO
summit is to counter the US-led Indo-Pacific region which has emerged
as a principal challenge and threat to China’s great power dream.

opinion
Abanti Bhattacharya

T

he 16 September
speech delivered by
Chinese President
Xi Jinping at the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization
(SCO) Heads of State meeting
in Samarkand made a significant mention of the Eurasian
continent as a “home to us
all”. By pitching Eurasia
as a region for upholding
“peace and development”
as well as “an important responsibility” for all the SCO
members, Xi’s speech raises
some very fundamental
questions about the import
and intent of Chinese foreign policy. Could this be a
signal of waning influence of
the much-hailed Xi’s dream
project, the Belt and Road
initiative (BRI) that was envisioned to challenge the US
global preponderance? Or
could this mean an expansion of the SCO’s perimeter

to encompass the Eurasian
continent to counterbalance
the US led Indo-Pacific region? Pertinently, the principal goal of China’s foreign
policy is to marginalise the
US global supremacy and to
recenter itself as a global superpower. And this has been
the central thrust of Chinese
foreign policy since the days
of Mao Zedong.
It may be recalled that the
SCO, as a regional organization in Central Asia, evolved
in the aftermath of the Soviet
disintegration when China’s
northwestern borders were
threatened by the newly
emerged Central Asian
countries and Russia. It was
then that Chinese president
Jiang Zemin constituted the
Shanghai Five, a precursor
of the SCO, in 1996, comprising of Russia, China,
Kazakhstan, Kirghizstan
and Tajikistan. The purpose
of the regional forum was to
create confidence-building
measures along the common
borders and reduce the number of troops in the region.
From 1998 onwards, the
group graduated to emerge
as an important platform
for combatting, what the Chinese call, “the three evils”—
terrorism, separatism and
religious extremism. In fact,

around this time, the Uyghur separatism in Xinjiang
became a major headache for
China, and hence, terrorism
acquired a central focus of
the forum. Further, with
China’s launching of Western
Development Programme in
1999, energy issue became
an important component of
regional security, which in
effect, fostered China’s twin
goals of economic development and border security.
However, the most significant development was the
establishment of the US
military bases in Central
Asia post-9/11. For instance,
the Manas air base in Kirghizstan in close proximity
to Chinese western borders
of Xinjiang was perceived
as a grave security threat to
China. And from then on,
countering the US challenge
became a preeminent goal
of the SCO. The evolution
trajectory of the SCO clearly
suggests that although it is a
multilateral forum to uphold
peace and development in
the region, it chiefly served
to fulfil Chinese realpolitik
goals.
This realpolitik calculation
characterising the SCO has
continued to inform the foreign policy objectives of the
present Xi Jinping government as well. In fact, under
him, the SCO has become
an essential cog in the gigantic BRI project launched
in 2013. Arguably, this led
China’s great leap from a regional to a global power, and
concomitantly, an expansion
in the perimeter of Chinese
international role and influence. It is pertinent to note
that at the initial stage, the

BRI was conceptualised to
constitute two basic routes.
One, the land route connecting China’s imperial capital
of Xian with Venice in Italy.
And the other, the maritime
route linking the ancient
port of Quanzhou in Fujian
province with the Dutch port
of Rotterdam, Netherlands.
This clearly demonstrated
the expanse of the BRI routes
that encompassed a greater
part of the Eurasian continent. Moreover, the initial
logic behind the launching of
the BRI is instructive. It was
envisaged to avoid geopolitical collision with the US in
East Asia where under President Obama had advocated
the ‘rebalance to Asia’ strategy in 2011. Thus, under the
rubric of “March West” policy, Xi Jinping launched the
BRI that traversed through
Central Asia to link the European continent. This also
effectively kept the US and
its allies- Japan and Australia out. Tellingly, the notion
of Eurasia is embedded in the
conceptualisation of the BRI,
and, therefore, not a new foreign policy thrust mooted
by China in the Samarkand
SCO meet. This, then raises
the question about the need
for introducing the concept
of Eurasia in the SCO forum. The scepticism shared
by some of the BRI partner
countries on the efficacy of
the project and the rising
controversies over the depttrap issue may have dimmed
Chinese hopes to project the
BRI as an effective strategy
to counter the US. Therefore, the Chinese leadership
presumably rationalised to
catapult the SCO, which so

far was subsumed under the
BRI, as a foremost regional
forum to resist the US dominance. This becomes all the
more evident from the 66th
provision of the SCO Samarkand Declaration.
It called for “the idea of establishing a Greater Eurasian
Partnership involving the
SCO countries, the Eurasian
Economic Union, the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations and other interested States and multilateral
associations.” Undoubtedly,
this means bringing all the
non-US led regional associations—the EU, Russia-led
Eurasian Economic Union,
and the 10 ASEAN countries
within the fold of the SCO.
More than that, the 67th
provision of the Declaration
mentioned about “deepening cooperation between the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization and the Conference
on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures
in Asia (CICA)”. The CICA,
as an intergovernmental forum for enhancing security,
comprises of members from
27 countries, hailing only
from Asia and Europe and
also includes organisations,
such as, the League of Arab
States and Organization for
Security and Cooperation
in Europe. This again, reinforces the idea of keeping
China’s principal enemy, the
US out from all multilateral
and regional initiatives that
concerns Chinese national
interests. Furthermore, the
current decision of extending a full membership to Iran
and granting dialog partner
status to a host of countries,
including Bahrain, UAE,

Kuwait, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Maldives,
all apparently Islamic nations, also validate China’s
envisioning of a vast space
encompassing the Eurasian
region. Clearly then, the idea
of Eurasia mooted in the SCO
is to counter the US-led IndoPacific region.
For China, the Indo-Pacific
region has emerged as a principal challenge to its great
power dream since the time
of the former US president
Donald Trump’s formulation of the Indo-Pacific as a
strategy to counter the China
threat. As a concept, IndoPacific was first put forward
by the Japanese Prime Minister, Shinzo Abe but it got
teeth only with the US backing. Also, when the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
process gained significant
traction in 2021 and complemented the US Indo-Pacific
strategy, China perceived it
as a US containment strategy aimed at derailing Xi
Jinping’s “China Dream”.
In sum, by mooting the idea
of Eurasia in the SCO, Xi Jinping has indeed challenged
the US-led Indo-Pacific region. And in doing so, he
has also unleashed a clash of
regionalism between China
and the US. Ironically, the
SCO, which is purported
to be a regional cooperative security architecture,
has emerged as a realpolitik
tool for China to promote its
grand strategy and national
interests to the detriment of
world peace and stability.
Abanti Bhattacharya, PhD, is
Professor, Department of East
Asian Studies, Delhi University.

OPTION BASKETS

Marketers need to adapt to customers’
changing purchase patterns to find success

Niraj Kumar

Marketers seem perplexed.
Customers are changing, and
so are their purchase patterns.
A multinational seed company headquartered in Hyderabad could not understand
why customers ditched it for
almost an unknown brand
when it was the top seller
until the previous year. The
company has been in business
for many years and has been
the market leader in the given
product category for the last
couple of years. They were
baffled that till a few weeks
back, the new brand was a
little-known new brand and
was not in the reckoning at
all. The company could not
unravel the mystery of where
they went wrong or what a
new company did that the
customers changed so swiftly.
Yes, they didn’t do any
wrong, but their competitors

did more rights. Competitors
could sense the customers’
changing buying behaviour
and tweaked their marketing
strategy accordingly. Marketing today is not only reaching
customers, but it is reaching
them with apt messages at
the moments, touch points
in marketing parlance, which
influence their decisions most.
Marketers appreciate the
importance of touch points
where their brand comes in
contact or under the review
of the customers. Marketers
have used the traditional metaphor of “funnel” to explain
the customer’s journey process. Starting with the awareness stage, at which customers
have more expansive choices
of brands to decide on, the
funnel narrows down with
lesser and lesser brands
under consideration as the
customers move to evaluation
to decision and finally to the
action stage when the actual
purchase takes place. Conventionally, marketers’ primary
focus remained at both ends
of the funnel. Marketers do
everything to see that their
respective products remain
in their minds when customers decide to go for the product
(and to be part of the initial

consideration set). Similarly,
at the moment of purchase,
they provide all the information and incentives to ensure
that the customers buy their
products. Broadly, the strategies focus on “push the products vigorously” to “win over”
the customers.
Unfortunately, researchers
have shown that the “winning
over” strategy by focusing on
both ends of the funnel and
considering the customer decision process linear does not
always work. Increased media
exposure by 24X7 omnipresent multiple communication
channels has opened many
windows for the customers
to search, find and evaluate new products and their
respective characteristics.
Now customers can always
broaden their option baskets. In fact, even if a product
cannot make it to the “initial
consideration set”, there are
many windows available to
the marketers to bring their
brands into the competition as
the customers move forward
in their purchase journey and
finally become the customer’s
final choice.
With the shift from one-way
communication from marketer to customers to two-way

engagement and conversation, marketers need more
always-ready strategies to
meet customers’ demands. Today, customers have become
active information seekers
and not dependent only on
the information thrown by
marketers. Now customers
can get information through
various online sources, and
most importantly, from their
own credible sources. Word
of mouth has become a potent
tool for influencing customers. Customers are pulling
information from their own
sources and making their own
decisions.
According to McKinsey
research, the customer’s
decision-making process is
almost circular today. After
the trigger, customers finalise their initial consideration
set and then move to the active evaluation stage, where
they evaluate their options
and make purchases. After
the purchase, they have a
post-purchase experience
which affects their subsequent
purchases. The active evaluation stage varies in duration
and the efforts customers
put into evaluating options.
Customers do not close their
search and continue to look

for new alternatives. So, not
everything is lost for brands
which couldn’t find a place in
the initial consideration sets
of the customers or were not
among the TOM (top of the
mind) products of the customers. Contrary to the funnel analogy, the number of
brands under consideration
may swell during the active
evaluation phase. New brands
“interrupt” the decision-making process and “disrupt” the
marketing strategies of marketers who focus only on the
ends of the funnel.
The ignorance of the
changed customer decision
process proved costlier for the
incumbent Hyderabad-based
seed company. The new company found its unique selling
proposition and promoted it
through word of mouth. Company representatives started
discussing the same with dealers; dealers shared this with
farmers. When the time for
the actual purchase came, the
product was available everywhere at a competitive price.
Even retailers happily talked
about and promoted the product. Amazon has developed
ways and means of reaching
and influencing their existing and potential customers

at every stage of their decision-making. Based on the
customers’ online search
and purchase data, Amazon
can suggest possible options
to them. Their packaging,
delivery, and ease of making
online payments make customers happy, who, in turn,
talk enthusiastically about
the brand.
The stories of Amazon and
the seed company have many
lessons. Corporations need
not lose heart if they have
missed out on being in the
initial consideration set of
customers’ decision-making.
There are many opportunities that customers will look
for and would like to interact
with the new brands during
the journey before they reach
the final moment of purchase.
No brand should be complacent that it is among the top
players, and can continue to
overpower customers with its
traditional marketing strategy.
It will be in the interest of marketers to appreciate customers’ changing preferences and
keep adjusting their business
strategy.
Niraj Kumar is the Dean and Professor of Rural Management at
XIM University, Bhubaneswar.

perspective
THE HIJAB ROW

Iran’s women are an
inspiration, learn
from them
The hardline Islamic regime of Iran is baring its fangs
as it tries to crush the resistance led by the women of
the country against the oppressive rule of the clerics.
Several videos are doing the rounds of social media
of men clad in black assaulting women with batons
for daring to remove their hijab, or for even standing
at street corners peacefully. The protests started as a
response to the death of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini,
who was arrested for not wearing the hijab/headscarf “properly” and was possibly tortured in custody
by Iran’s “morality police”. The job of the morality
police—known as the Gasht-e-Ershad or guidance
patrols—is to ensure that Iranians strictly follow the
Islamic dress code, which bans the wearing of tight
trousers, torn jeans, exposure of knees, coloured
clothes, apart from making the use of hijab mandatory
for women. Any violation can land people in jail, but
as it happens with all such antediluvian customs and
laws worldwide, it is the women who are always the
target, with the drafters of such laws and the enforcers
being primarily men. It will be worthwhile to remember what Nobel Laureate Shireen Ebadi said about the
Islamic Revolution of 1979 that brought the clerics to
power in Iran. In an essay titled, “Islamic law and the
revolution against women”, Ebadi wrote, “Although
the 1979 revolution in Iran is often called an Islamic
revolution, it can actually be said to be a revolution

Iranian women chop off their hair and burn hijabs as
a response to the death of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini,
who was arrested for not wearing the hijab/headscarf
‘properly’ and was possibly tortured in custody by Iran’s
‘morality police’. ANI

of men against women. It led to the enactment of numerous discriminatory laws against women, which
effectively took us back in time.” As Ebadi points out,
after the Islamic revolution, one of the first things that
the “revolutionary council” did, even before the drafting of the Constitution, was to legalise polygamy, by
which a man could take four wives. Stoning to death
for adultery may no longer take place in Iran, but it
remains in the law books as a possibility, since it has
not been eliminated from there. According to human
rights groups, at least 150 people were executed by
stoning between 1980 and 2009 in Iran. Most of the
victims were women. In short, gender-based discrimination—even violence—has been made into law by
Iran, just like in several other Islamic countries where
the respective regimes misinterpret the Shariah to suit
their own interests, as in Afghanistan.
So, when the women of Iran rise up in revolt, women all across the world should take note. The Iranian
women are setting an example by fighting both a
patriarchal culture and a regressive and oppressive
regime. At the time of writing, more and more women
are coming out on the streets, discarding their hijab,
cutting their hair, daring the security forces to arrest
them, while men join them in solidarity. The hard-line
regime, not knowing how to handle the protests, has
started resorting to violence, including by opening
fire on the protesters, resulting in multiple deaths. If
they continue to behave in this manner, the “gender
revolution” that is taking place on the streets of Iran
will consume them sooner or later.
Now contrast this with the situation in India, where
a section of the minority community is pushing its
young girls to wear the hijab and is presenting it as
their choice and as an essential part of their religion. Conditioned thus, many such youngsters are
agitating for their right to wear the hijab in their
educational institutions. Wearing the hijab is not
banned in India, but if anyone gives the argument
that unless little girls of 10 or 11, or even older, cannot go to school unless they cover themselves from
head to foot, it becomes an issue of placing one’s religious identity above education, which is a shame.
Just like the ghunghat, which some Hindu women
in rural India wear to cover their head as a mark of
modesty, wearing the hijab is a sign of regression, a
symbol of submitting to patriarchy. It is not a question of choice to dress the way one wishes to—such
an argument is given when the mind has been conditioned to believe that covering oneself from the male
gaze is the right thing to do for women and girls, even
if that girl is 10 years old. No symbol of patriarchy
can be made into a matter of women’s right or religious identity.
The problem stems from the inability to value the
freedom and the rights that India gives its citizens. In
Iran, they are fighting with their lives to get that freedom. Indian women who are adamant about wearing
the hijab, should take a lesson from their Iranian sisters, who are an inspiration to women the world over.
Joyeeta Basu
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BOMBAY HIGH COURT: CATEGORY OF PREMATURE
RELEASE MORE BENEFICIAL TO CONVICT WILL
APPLY IF CASE FALLS UNDER TWO DIFFERENT
CATEGORIES WITHIN SAME GUIDELINES
TDG NETWORK

T

he Bombay High Court in the
case Uday v. State of Maharashtra & Anr. and connected matter
observed and has held that number of
persons who committed the murder is
irrelevant in cases related to trade union
activities while categorizing the case for
the purpose of premature release of life
convicts.
The court held that what is relevant
is murder should have been committed
as a result of trade union activities and
therefore, whether murder has been committed by more than one person/group
of persons is totally irrelevant.
The division bench comprising of Justice Revati Mohite Dere and the Justice
Madhav J. Jamdar observed while dealing with two writ petitions challenging
state government orders categorizing
their case as “murder committed by more
than one person.
In the present case, the petitioners are
convicts in a murder case and are serving life imprisonment. In 2021, the Home
Department of the Maharashtra government passed two orders classifying their
case under Guideline 4(d) “murder committed by more than one person” of the
2010 guidelines for premature release

of life convicts. It was directed by the
State government that the petitioners
be released after completion of 24 years
of imprisonment, including remission.
However, the petitioners approached
the High Court praying for categorization
of their case under Guideline 4(c) “murder resulting from trade union activities
and business rivalry” which has a period
of imprisonment of 22 years.
The Counsel, Advocate Rupesh Jaiswal
appearing for the petitioners submitted

that the incident in question took place
because of rivalry between two trade
unions. Thus, the deceased was a member of Mumbai Labour Union and both
the petitioners were members of Bhartiya
Kamgar Sena. It was submitted by him
that the case falls under category 4(c) of
the guidelines.
The Counsel, Additional Public Prosecutor J. P. Yagnik appearing for the
state submitted that the case has been
categorised under category 4(d) of the

guidelines as the murder was committed by more than one person.
Further, the court perused the trial
court judgement and found that the incident in question had taken place due to
trade union activities.
It was observed by the court that
though the murder has been committed
by three persons, guideline 4(c) does not
restrict its application to murders committed by a single person. However, the
relevant is that the murder is a result of
trade union activities and it is irrelevant,
whether murder has been committed by
more than one person.
The court relied on the Supreme Court
judgement in the case State of Haryana
and Ors. v. Jagdish, where in the court
held that the category more beneficial to
the convict will apply if the case falls under two different categories in the same
guideline.
It was held by the court that the case is
covered by the guideline no. 4(c). Even assuming that it falls under both the categories 4(c) and 4(d) and the more beneficial
category will apply to the petitioner’s case.
Accordingly, the court set aside the order passed by the state and directed that
the case of the petitioners be classified
under category number 4(c) of the 2010
guidelines.

SC Constitution Bench
Proceedings ToBe LiveStreamed from September 27
TDG NETWORK

Last Week, Senior Advocate Indira Jaising wrote to and his companion judges requesting the Top
Court to begin live streaming of
proceedings of matters of public
and constitutional importance.
In the Supreme Court, all Constitutional bench will be livestreamed from September 27. The
full court, comprising of all judges
of the top court on Tuesday deliberated upon the matter and took
the decision on the live streaming.
CJI Uday Umesh Lalit presided
over the full court meeting where
all the judges were unanimously
that the live-streaming should
commence on a regular basis with
broadcasting constitutional cases.
However, the Case is likely to be
live-streamed including challenges to the economically backward
class quota law, the religious practice of excommunication in the
Dawoodi Bohra Community, the
Top Court power to dissolve marriages on the ground of irretrievable breakdown and the Centers
petition on enhanced compensation for victims of 1948 Bhopal gas
tragedy.
The Supreme Court in August
telecast its first proceedings involving that of a ceremonial bench
bidding adieu to Lalit’s predecessor involving that of a ceremonial
bench abiding adieu to Lalit’s predecessor NV Ramana over three
years after ruling recommended

live-streaming of hearings.
The Supreme Court in September 2018 declared the live-telecast
of court proceedings part of the
right to access justice under the
Article 21 of the Constitution of
India.
Consequently, the Supreme
Court’s e-committee, headed by
Justice Dhananjaya Y Chandrachud came out with the model
guidelines to regulate the livestreaming of court proceedings.
T h e G u j a r at , K a r n at a k a ,
Jharkhand, Patna, Orissa and
Madhya Pradesh high court live
stream their proceedings through
YouTube Channels.
Further, the e-committee has
been working on a proposal to
launch an exclusive platform for
live-streaming court proceedings.

IN COURT
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Supreme Court Tells Centre: Adoption ITAT: TDS EXEMPTION ON
Process Tedious In India, Precluding PAYMENTS TO AGENTS OF
FOREIGN SHIPPING COMPANIES
People For Adopting
TDG NETWORK

The Supreme Court in the case
The Temple of Healing v. Union of
India observed and has adjourned
the hearing of the petition seeking simplification in the process of
adoption in India.
The bench comprising of Justice
D.Y. Chandrachud and the Justice
J.B. Pardiwala apprised by Additional Solicitor General, Mr. K.M.
Nataraj observed and has held
that he had not received the petition. Thus, the Bench asked the
petitioner-in-person to handover a
copy to him.
In the present case, as a preliminary objection, Mr. Nataraj indicated that the writ petition might

not be maintainable as it is filed
by a society. It was noted by the
bench that the process of adoption
in India is indeed cumbersome and
tedious and needs to be addressed,
wile stating that it is a genuine PIL.
It was requested by the bench to
the ASG not to treat it as adversarial litigation. Thus, the bench also
orally observed that the petitionerin-person has established his bona
fides, on the last date of hearing.
The bench of Justice Chandrachud
orally said that “We issued notice
because the process of adoption is
so cumbersome and tedious that it
is precluding people from adopting…It is a genuine PIL. Do not treat
the PIL as adversarial litigation”.
A charitable trust, “The Temple Of
Healing” filled an PIL through its

secretary Dr. Piyush Saxena (petitioner-in-person).
It was observed that earlier, when
the notice was issued, Dr Piyush
Saxena, had informed the Apex
Court that he had submitted an
application seeking leniency in
adoption norms to the Ministry of
Women and Child Development
and which has not been acted upon.
It was stated by him that 4000
children are adopted in our country every year but there are 3 crores
orphans in our country and there
are infertile couples too who are
desperate to get a child. Thus,
parents are not educated enough
therefore the scheme should be introduced based on the Income Tax
Scheme which was issued 16 years
back. The notification has been is-

sued by the Ministry wherein they
have given some leniency to the
prospective parents.
It was suggested by the petitioner
that the Child Adoption Resource
Information and Guidance system
may appoint a few trained “Adoption Preparers” along the lines of
the Income Tax Preparer Scheme
of 2006. However, they can help
prospective parents complete the
cumbersome paperwork required
for adoption.
It was pointed out by Dr. Saxena
that adoption governed by the Hindu Adoption and Maintenance Act,
1956 was administered by the Ministry of Law and Justice, whereas
adoption of orphans is dealt with
by the Ministry of Women and
Child Development.

IN COURT
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Supreme Court Upholds Section 50(a) Delhi Land
Reforms Act, 1954: Any State Enactment Related
To Agricultural Land Tenures In Special Law
TDG NETWORK

The Supreme Court in the case Har
Naraini Devi vs Union of India observed and has upheld the constitutional validity of Section 50(a) of the
Delhi Land Reforms Act, 1954.
The bench comprising of Justice
Hemant Gupta and the Justice Vikram Nath observed and has stated
that any State enactment relating to
Agricultural land tenures is a special
law. The court also noted that the
1954 Act deals with fragmentation,
ceiling, and devolution of tenancy
rights over agricultural holdings
only,
Section 50 of the Act.
It is provided under Section 50 that
when a Bhumidhar or Asami being
a male dies, his interest in his holding shall devolve in accordance with
the order of the succession given
below: a) Male lineal descendants in
the male line of the descent: It is provided that no member of this class
shall inherit if any male descendant
between him and the deceased is

alive: It is further provided that the
son or sons of a predeceased on how
low so ever shall inherit the share
which would have devolved upon
the deceased if he had been then
alive: b) Father c) Widow d) Mother,
being a widow; e) Step mother, being a widow; f) Father’s father g)
Father’s mother, being a widow; h)
Widow of a male lineal descendant
in the male line of descent; i) Brother,
being the son of same father as that
of the deceased; j) Unmarried sister;
k) Brother’s son, the brother having
been a son of the same father as the
deceased; l) Father’s father’s son; m)
Brother’s son’s son; n) Father’s father’s son’s son; o) Daughter’s son.
Further, this rule is subject to the
provisions of Section 48 and 52.
Background of the Case:
Before the Delhi High Court, the contentions raised are as follow:
(i) violation of Article 14; (ii) women
are being discriminated despite
world over the rights of women
were being empowered; (iii) The
Hindu Succession Act, 1956 would

prevail over the 1954 Act. While dismissing the petition, it was noticed
by the High Court that the Act had
been placed in the Ninth Schedule to
the Constitution much prior to the
judgment in the case of Kesavananda Bharati vs. State of Kerala, and
that Article 31(B) of the Constitution
of India extended immunity to such
legislation.
However, No question of
repugnancy
Before the Apex Court, the contentions made were that the 1954 Act
would be hit by Article 254 of the
Constitution for the reason that the
Hindu Succession Act 1956 Act is
enacted by the Parliament wherein
the 1954 Act is a State Act. Further,
it is also submitted that the 1956 Act
is a special law and the 1954 Act a
general law. In this regard, the court
noted that to any matter enumerated
in List III but it is referable to Entry
18 of List II, the 1954 Act is not referable. Thus, in view of Article 254 of
the Constitution, no question of repugnancy would arise.

The State enactment which is related
to Agricultural land tenures is a special law.
Before the court, another contention made was that 1956 Act is a special law and 1954 is a general law. It
was observed by the court that any
State enactment relating to Agricultural land tenures is a special law.
Thus, the bench also rejected the
contention re: Gender bias/ women
empowerment, observing that there
can be no challenge to the 1954 Act
as the said legislation is included in
the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution.
While dismissing the appeal, the
bench observed that the reason is
that the 1954 Act, as held above is a
special law, dealing with fragmentation, ceiling, and devolution of tenancy rights over agricultural holdings only, whereas the 1956 Act is a
general law, the Act providing for
succession to a Hindu by religion
as stated in Section 2 thereof. The
absence or existence of Section 4(2)
in the 1956 Act would be immaterial.

The Delhi Income Tax Appellate Tribunal
(ITAT) in the case DCIT Versus M/s Expeditors International [I] Pvt. Ltd observed and
has held that the payments to agents of foreign shipping companies are exempt from
TDS deduction.
The two-member bench comprising of Judicial Member, Saktijit Dey and the Accountant Member, N.K.Billaiya has observed that
provisions of section 172 of the Income-tax
Act, 1961 apply to payments made to agents
of foreign shipping companies; therefore, it
do not apply to the provisions of section 194C
of the Income-tax Act, 1961.
It stated that Section 172 of the Income-tax
Act, 1961, deals with the shipping business of
non-residents. It stated under Section 194C
that any person is responsible for paying any
sum to the resident contractor for carrying
out any work (including the supply of labor).
In the present case, the assessee/respondent is engaged in in supply chain management, logistics, and freight forwarding,
which are related to the movement of goods
and cargo within India or outside by road,
rail, air, or ship. However, the activities of
the assessee involve packing, loading, unloading, trucking, containerization, custom
clearance, and other handling functions
at both ends, besides moving the goods by
air or sea, where goods cross international
borders. Further, the assessee is an Indian
arm of a multinational company, Expeditors
International.
It was observed that the Assessing Officer
came to know that the assessee was making

payments to Indian subsidiaries of foreign
shipping companies and that on such payments, no TDS under section 194C was deducted, during the course assessment proceedings.
It was asked by the assessee to explain as
to why the assessee should not be deemed
to be an assessee in default under section
201/201(1A) of the Income Tax Act.
Further, the assessee claimed that the provisions of section 194C do not apply to it but
furnished details of payments without TDS.
Before the court, the contention of the assessee did not find any favour with the Assessing Officer who, taking a leaf out of the
proceedings of FY. 2009-10 and 2010-11,
treated the assessee to be an assessee in default.
It was agitated by the assessee that the
matter before the CIT(A). Thus, the assessee reiterated its contention that it has made
payments to agents of foreign shipping companies. However, these payments are covered
under section 172 and are fully exempt from
TDS deduction.
Further, he was convinced by the assessee’s argument and allowed the appeal, when
CIT (A) read CBDT Circular No. 723 dated
19.09.1995.
It was observed that a circular dated
19.09.1995 states that provisions of section
172 apply to payments made to agents of
foreign shipping companies and, therefore,
provisions of section 194C do not apply.
It was held by the tribunal that the Circular
has been followed by the CIT(A), and there
is no reason to interfere with the findings of
the CIT(A).
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With industry support, by 2030, – India
can achieve 500GW renewable energy
capacity : Ashwini Kumar Choubey
TDG NETWORK

A

s hw i n i Ku m a r
Choubey, Minister
of State for Environment, Forest and Climate Change & Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution, Government
of India stated that India
has clearly showcased its
global leadership on addressing the issue of Climate Change. Referring to
recent initiatives such as
One Sun, One World, One
Grid, the National Logistics
Policy, the National Hydrogen Mission – he mentioned
India had taken strong steps
towards achieving a sustainable future and its goals
of achieving net-zero by
2070. He was speaking at
the Inaugural Session of the
17th Sustainability Summit
organized by the Confederation of Indian Industry on
21 September 2022, at New
Delhi.
Congratulating CII on the
launch of the CII Climate
Action Charter, the Minister mentioned that the
theme of the Summit was
a timely and appropriate
one as it was crucial that
climate-related risks and
opportunities are identified
and studied. The Minister
mentioned that while pursuing a net-zero future, it

would be important for India to balance issues of just
transition, social inequity,
resource security and economic growth.
In order for India to
achieve a 5 trillion USD
economy, we need to develop and pursue developmental pathways that can
not only address issues of
climate change but also
socio-economic issues. The
Minister shared his hopes
that the deliberations at the
Summit would be helpful in
charting these pathways for
the future.
Sudhanshu Pandey, Secretary, Department of Food
and Public Distribution,
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution mentioned that
climate change is no longer
an academic issue and that
all stakeholders need to
work together to deal with
an issue that threatens the
existence of the planet. India’s global leadership in
addressing climate change
is very much in line with its
heritage of respecting the
environment and natural
resources and flora/fauna.
He mentioned that 4 key
issues post-pandemic recovery have been food, fuel,
fertilizer and finance. Highlighting the Government of
India’s 100B $ food subsidy

to its citizens during pandemic, Shri Pandey stated
that this effort has had a
very positive impact on the
nation’s recovery. Shri Pandey estimates that agriculture procurement will be
more than last year and that
the Government of India is
committed to addressing
food security issues in the
country.
The Secretary mentioned
that a major element of

achieving sustainability
goals will be through public-private partnerships.
Pooling public and private
academic, financial and
technical resources will be
required to address climaterelated issues. Initiatives
taken by Indian industry to
address sustainability need
to be scaled up and Government needs to play a catalytic and facilitating role.
Government schemes and

programs need to be dovetailed with private sustainability initiatives.
Launching the CII Climate Action Charter, Sanjiv
Puri, Vice President, CII,
Chairman and Managing
Director, ITC Limited, and
Chairman, Advisory Council of CII-ITC Centre of Excellence for Sustainable
Development stated that the
initiative focuses on driving
corporate climate action in

India. The Charter represents a commitment by over
50 Indian businesses to the
principles of acting towards
reducing GHG emissions,
supporting transitions in
the value chain, building
resilience to climate-related
impacts and mobilizing climate finance.
Highlighting the extreme
weather events around the
world and their impacts on
supply chains, food security

and livelihoods, Mr. Puri
stated that climate adaptation and resilience must
receive more attention. Financing for climate change
must have equal focus on
mitigation and adaptation
projects. Sharing some of
ITC’s efforts towards integrating circular economy,
renewable energy and emissions reduction in their operations as well as ongoing
initiatives addressing sustainable livelihood generation and water stewardship,
Mr. Puri mentioned that enterprises have a responsibility to embed societal value
creation and sustainability
at the heart of their business
strategy.
Seema Arora, Deputy Director General, Confederation of Indian Industry, in
her opening remarks, stated
that as India completes 75
years of independence, the
country finds itself in geopolitical and global socioeconomic environment that
gains complexity with the
overlay of climate change
imperatives and technological changes. Remarkable
opportunities are presenting themselves amidst these
challenges and India has
strong potential to become
a global leader on several
fronts. Lauding the Government of India’s ongoing ef-

forts in addressing climate
change, social upliftment
and inclusion, Ms Arora
highlighted five key areas
of collaboration for the CIIITC Centre of Excellence for
Sustainable Development
with the Government - creating enabling frameworks
for quick adoption of climate technology, scaling
up research and action on
climate change adaptation
and resilience, greater emphasis on sustainable lifestyles, mobilizing domestic
and international funds to
implement climate action
and addressing issues of
just transition, green jobs
and social inequity.
The Sustainability Summit is the annual flagship
event of the Confederation of Indian Industry in
sustainability, launched
in 2006 to raise the bar of
dialogue, practice, and performance of sustainable
business. The 17th Sustainability Summit, Building
a Sustainable Tomorrow:
Transforming Risks into
Opportunities will build
discussions on innovative
approaches for businesses,
governments, and institutions to address risks and
opportunities in an integrated way that will build
the foundation for a sustainable tomorrow.

LOGISTICS

EMPLOYMENT

Anurag Singh Thakur launches training JYOTIRADITYA SCINDIA SPELLS
programmefor14,000youthvolunteers THE THREE R’S OF A SUCCESSFUL
Online Capacity Building Training programme developed by CBC in partnership with
UNITAR entails modules on leadership, communication skills, volunteering etc
TDG NETWORK

“Trained youth volunteers
of NYKS will play pivotal role in realizing the
Panch Pran (five resolve)
about which Prime Minister spoke during his Independence Day Speech.”
remarked Minister Sh Anurag Singh Thakur, Union
Minister, Youth Affairs
and Sports and Information and Broadcasting
while formally launching
the Online Capacity Building Training Programme of
14,000 Youth Volunteers of
NYKS across the country
today at Shastri Bhawan,
Delhi.
The Minister further said,
“the content of the training
programme has been carefully crafted and includes
in-depth exercises on communication skills, leadership skills, decision making
etc. All the youth present
here today are going to be
future leaders in respective fields whichever you
choose – social service, politics, entrepreneurship etc.
Such training programs
will give the youth a holistic education and help them
upskill their knowledge
thereby making them industry ready, with the aim
to make India the world’s
largest skilled workforce in
the times ahead.”
The ambitious Online
Training Programme is
aimed at enhancing the life
skills and build the capacity of Youth Volunteers of
NYKS so that besides developing their personality
they can also play mean-

ingful role and contribute
in national development
process; outlined the Minister.
This novel collaborative
initiative between Deptt.
of Youth Affairs, NYKS
and CBC (Capacity Building Commission) and
UNITAR ( United Nation
Institute of Training and
Research) was conceived
in backdrop of challenging
time of COVID Pandemic
when physical participation was restricted. As
youth volunteers of NYKS
were expected of playing
important role during this
time, virtual medium provided much needed platform for their sensitization
towards the given responsibilities.
As a part of implementa-

tion of the Online Training, shrined goal of youth
CBC, UNITAR in consulta- empowerment. Praveen
tion with NYKS prepared Pardeshi, Member( Admn).
the training module and CBC briefly outlined the
the feasibility of the same proposed roadmap of
was pilot tested among100 the Online Training ProYouth Volunteers during gramme. Sh Mukul Bhola
January 2022. Based on the ,CEO of UNITAR congratufeedbacks from participat- lated the Deptt. of Youth
ing youth volunteers and Affairs and NYKS for on
also considering the NYKS boarding and owning the
programme template, the training programme. This
module has been revised.
was followed by presentaAt the outset of the tion by Dr Layal of UNIlaunching programme, Ni- TAR in which nuanced
tesh Kumar Mishra, Joint and micro level operaSecretary, Youth Affairs tional details of the Trainand DG,NYKS briefly in- ing Modules were revealed
formed that the capacity and shared. Sh Sanjay Kubuilding initiative through mar, Secretary, Youth Afskill acquisition of youth fairs emphasised the need
is one of the priority area of adequately imparting
intervention of Deptt. of training and skilling of
Youth Affairs and NYKS youth for their personal
for the attainment of en- growth and optimal uti-

lization of their potential.
During the programme,
two Youth Volunteers who
were part of earlier organized test run for assessing
the module feasibility expressed that such training
programmes are extremely important and therefore
required for the capacity
building of youth as they
themselves are finding improvement in dealing with
the situation and also the
successfully conducting
various assignments.
Large number of Youth
Volunteers, Officials of
both Deptt. of Youth Aff airs and Sports and
NYKS attended the online
Launching of the Capacity Building Training Programme across the country virtually.

SUPPLY CHAIN PARADIGM

TDG NETWORK

The triple R’s approach of robustness, resilience and reliability signify the precepts of a
successful supply chain paradigm, said Jyotiraditya Scindia, Union Minister of Civil Aviation and Steel, at a session on Future Ready
Supply Chains at LEADS-2022, organised
by FICCI.
“I believe that in India, today, we are creating that ecosystem for supply chains,” he said,
alluding to “changes taking place across the
three most important fronts related to supply chain.”
“The first is policy,” the minister said, pointing to PM GatiShakti framework, “wherein
you have close to 16 line ministries working
together to put infrastructure projects online.” Scindia then alluded to the “robust CAPEX pipeline” and the PLI scheme “to really
power India as a manufacturing base of the
world,” followed by the recently launched
National Logistics Policy that “puts a new
impetus on the logistics front.” He noted that
the logistics sector in India, which is close to
about USD200 billion today, should grow
at a 10 per cent CAGR, growing to almost a
$320 billion industry by 2025.
“The final area is the diplomatic front,” Scindia added, “we are engaging with various
countries across the globe, putting in place
bilateral and trilateral rules to ensure that
we give a fillip to our manufacturing sector
services sector in India.” In addition, Minister Scindia highlighted the need to reduce
the cost of logistics, enhance our export
competitiveness, to become a manufacturing powerhouse.
Answering a query by Sanjiv Mehta, President, FICCI and CEO & Managing Director,
Hindustan Unilever Limited (HUL), the
Minister alluded to the Krishi Udaan scheme,
noting that almost about 140,000 metric
tons of fruits and vegetables are transported
now as opposed to about 80,000 metric tons
about a year ago. “That’s the kind of growth
you’ve seen in one year,” he said.
In addition, the minister noted that country’s civil aviation market almost doubled in
the last eight years, with around 200 million
domestic and international flyers as opposed
to 104 million in 2013-14. “I believe our pas-

140,000 metric tons of
fruits and vegetables
are transported now as
opposed to about 80,000
metric tons about a year
ago under Krishi Udaan
senger numbers should go to 400 million in
another six to seven years,” he said.
In this regard, Mr Praveen Iyer, Co-Founder & Chief Commercial Officer of Akasa
Air, noted three critical areas from a supply
chain standpoint. The first is ‘airport and infrastructure’, followed by ‘skilled manpower,
pilots, engineers’ and ‘reducing the cost’.
On occasion, Aadit Palicha, Founder and
CEO of Zepto, spoke about the people-centricity within the Zepto supply chain using
technology. “We have used detailed network
design and geo-fenced locations so that delivery partners can spend all their time in one
location right where they live and deliver, all
in the same area,” he said.
Richard Heald OBE, Non-Executive Director, TVS Supply Chains Solutions and
Executive Chair, UK India Business Council
(UKIBC), also spoke during the session. He
noted, “one of the key things about surviving
and developing and prospering in this market is technology.”

10 world
top of the day
Taliban
replaces
education
minister

Kabul: Amid a global
call for the reopening
of secondary schools
for girls, the Taliban’s
supreme leader Haibatullah Akhundzada
has reshuffled several
national and provincial
positions, including the
acting education minister.
Taliban-appointed acting education minister
Noorullah Munir would
be replaced by the head
of Kandahar’s provincial
council, Maulvi Habibullah Agha, Pajhwok news
agency reported. Taliban
spokesperson Zabihullah
Mujahid released the list
of changes on Tuesday.
This reshuffle comes as
the Taliban has been under fire for the exclusion
of girls from high schools
in Afghanistan.

Kabul natives
deplore expensive Internet
services

Kabul: In the wake of
poor Internet services
across Afghanistan, residents in Kabul called on
authorities to pay attention to the issue as they
complained about lowquality Internet despite
paying high prices for
the service. “The people
can’t get 1GB or 2GB of
Internet,” said Naveed,
a resident of Kabul, according to TOLOnews.
Questioning the relevant
departments, another
resident Mohammad
Naseem said, “The price
of the Internet is high,
why is it not controlled?”

South Korean
government
eases mask
regulations

Seoul: As the number
of new Covid-19 cases
decreases, the government is actively considering easing distancing
regulations. In addition
to lifting the outdoor
mask mandate, it is expected that lifting indoor
masks for infants and
children, the abolition of
PCR tests after entering the country, and the
resumption of visits to
nursing hospitals will be
carried out sequentially.
Park Hye-Kyung, head of
the Quarantine Support
Team of the Korea Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, said.

Pakistani
soldier killed
in North
Waziristan

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: A Pakistan soldier
was killed in the Dwatoi
area of North Waziristan,
local media reported
citing an Inter-Services
Public Relations statement. ISPR has claimed
that the attackers opened
fire on the security forces
from inside Afghanistan.
“Pakistan strongly condemns the use of Afghan
soil by terrorists for
activities against Pakistan
and expected that the
interim Afghan government would not allow the
conduct of such activities
in future,” the ISPR said,
as per Dawn newspaper.
Pakistan and Afghanistan
has been escalated over
the Durand line.
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New strategy

Iran erupts

Putin announces partial
military mobilization in Russia
TDG NETWORK
Moscow

A

sserting that the
purpose of the West
is to weaken, divide and ultimately destroy
Russia, President Vladimir
Putin on Wednesday announced that he had signed
a decree on partial mobilization in Russia amid the ongoing war in Ukraine.
“In order to protect our
homeland, its sovereignty
and territorial integrity, to
ensure the security of our
people and people in the liberated territories, I consider
it necessary to support the
proposal of the Ministry of
Defense and the General
Staff to conduct partial mobilization in the Russian
Federation,” he said during
nation address today, CNN
reported. He further said
that the efforts to begin partial mobilization will begin
today.
“I repeat, we are talking
only about partial mobilization. That is, only those
citizens who are in the re-

Vladimir Putin

serve and, above all, those
who served in the armed
forces, have certain military
specialities and relevant experience, will be subject to
conscription,” Putin said, as
per CNN.
After the Kyiv regime actually publicly refused a peaceful solution to the Donbas
problem today and, moreover, announced its claim to
nuclear weapons, it became
absolutely clear that a new
next large-scale offensive in
the Donbas, as it had already
happened twice before, was
inevitable,” he added.
At the beginning of his

speech to the nation, the
Russian President said that
Western countries are seeking to destroy Russia.
“The purpose of this West
is to weaken, divide and ultimately destroy our country.
They are already directly
saying that in 1991 they were
able to split the Soviet Union,
and now the time has come
for Russia to break up into a
multitude of regions and areas which are fatally hostile
to each other,” the Russian
president said as quoted by
CNN.
Referendums on joining
Russia will be held in the Do-

netsk and Lugansk People’s
Republics, as well as the
Kherson and Zaporozhye
regions in eastern Ukraine
on September 23-27.
Earlier, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy dismissed Russian
plans to stage referendums
in occupied regions in
e a st e r n a n d s o u t h e r n
Ukraine as a “noise” and
thanked Ukraine’s allies
for condemning the votes
scheduled to start Friday.
On Tuesday, US Ambassador to the United Nations
Linda Thomas-Greenfield
condemned the expected
referendums during a meeting with Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba and
reiterated the US would not
recognize any attempt by
Russia to “claim annexation
of Ukraine’s sovereign territory.”
The US, along with the G7
nations and European Union
(EU) has imposed severe and
immediate economic costs
on Russia for its “atrocities
in Ukraine, including in Bucha”.

Three killed in Iran protest
over death of Mahsa Amini
TDG NETWORK
Tehran

A slew of protests erupted in
Iran on Tuesday where three
people have been killed during the unrest over the death
of Mahsa Amini, a 22-yearold woman, following her
detention by the country’s
morality police, a media report said.
Al Jazeera reported that an
Iranian Governor, Esmail
Zarei Kousha confirmed
the news and said that three
people died “suspiciously”
during “illegal protests” in
recent days. “Investigations
have shown that these people were shot and killed by
those working against the
establishment and with firearms that are not employed
by any tiers of security or
law enforcement forces in
the province,” Governor
Kousha of the northwestern
Kurdistan province said.
According to the governor,
one person died in Divandareh, another was left in a
car near a hospital in Saqqez,
and a third “suspicious”
death is being investigated.

Roadmap

He further said that families
must be careful as “antirevolutionary” groups wish
to use Mahsa Amini’s name
as a weapon to advance their
own purpose.
As per Al Jazeera, Mahsa
Amini, 22, was visiting
Tehran with her family
when the specialist police
unit detained her. After
a while, she suffered a
heart attack and was immediately taken to hospital with the cooperation of
the emergency services.
“Unfortunately, she died and
her body was transferred to
the medical examiner’s office,” state television said on
Friday, reported Al Jazeera.
The announcement came
a day after Tehran police
confirmed Amini had been
detained with other women
for “instruction” about the
rules.
Since Amini’s death, several protests have erupted
in the country. They began
in her hometown of Saqqez,
where she was buried, and
spread to several cities in
Kurdistan. Women were
seen burning hijabs and

chopping their hair to mark
the protest over the death of
Amini.
Iran President Ebrahim
Raisi, who called Amini’s
father earlier this week to
promise an investigation is
being carried out, left Tehran
for New York on Monday to
participate in the United Nations General Assembly.
The UN on Tuesday demanded an independent
investigation into Amini’s
death, reported Al Jazeera.
Amini’s death comes amid
growing controversy inside and outside Iran over
the conduct of the morality
police, known formally as
the Gasht-e Ershad (Guidance Patrol). The mandatory dress code, which
applies to all nationalities
and religions, not just Iranian Muslims, requires
women to conceal their
hair and neck with a headscarf, reported Al Jazeera.
Over the decades, women
have increasingly pushed
back, particularly in the big
cities, wearing their headscarves far back on their
heads to reveal their hair.

Consolidating position

China wants its military to develop Ccp to amend
Constitution to
ability to seize Taiwan by 2027
consolidate
TDG NETWORK
Beijing

Amid the escalating tension between
China and Taiwan, the Deputy Director of the US Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA), David Cohen revealed
that Chinese President Xi Jinping ordered his armed forces, the Peoples
Liberation Army (PLA) to develop
the ability to capture Taiwan by 2027.
Giving more details on the issue,
the CIA Deputy Director said that
the Chinese President has not decided yet but has asked his military to
prepare it so that he can do what he
wants, The Singapore Post reported,
citing CNN.
“He has not made the decision to do
that, but he has asked his military to
put him in a position where if that’s

what he wanted to do, he would be
able to. It’s still the assessment of
the IC as a whole that Xi’s interest
in Taiwan is to get control through
non-military means,” Cohen said as
quoted by CNN intelligence and national security correspondent Katie
Bo Lillis on her Twitter account.
Cohen’s statement lies with former
US Commander Philip Davidson
and Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman
Mark Milley last year.
According to The Singapore Post,
Davidson, last year, said he was worried that to unify Beijing, there might
be an accident in Taiwan in the next
six years while Milley discussed
the assessments with Congress last
year. “Their assessment is based on
a conversation with President Xi
that asked the PLA to accelerate its

modernization plan to develop its
capabilities to capture Taiwan and
to advance its completion from 2035
to 2027,” Milley said.
Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman
further said that he only believed
that Xi wanted to have the ability
to invade Taiwan but had not yet
decided whether to use that ability.
US Indo-Pacific Command Commander General John Aquilino
warned that after Russia launched
its special military operation in February, Beijing’s ambitions grew and
became more daring. He further said
that an attack on Taiwan is a real possibility, and “we have to make sure
we are prepared for any action.”
Meanwhile, Taiwan has rejected
China’s “one country, two systems”
formulation, believing that only the

In disguise

people of Taiwan can decide their
own future.
According to a recent report by
the American Defence University,
the investigation of the background
of more than 300 senior officers of
the Chinese Communist Party in the
past few years revealed the potential
fatal weakness of the PLA, that is, the
lack of cross-service training, generally staying in the same military service in the early days of the army, and
having a four-star command. Nearly
half of the officers were “professional
political commissars” and lacked
combat experience.
Compared with US military officers, cross-service training has been
required since 1986. All four-star officers have joint service experience
and actual combat experience.

Resentment

Pakistan’s cry for flood relief Monks, priests, nuns
in Sri Lanka over
new tactic to seek more funds? protest
rising electricity prices
TDG NETWORK
Islamabad

While Pakistan continues to
be ravaged by floods, especially in Sindh and Balochistan
provinces, Pakistan is now
playing a victim of its own
man-made disaster fabricated under the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC).
Pakistan floods have increased manifold over the
last 50 years, killing 115
people each day on average
and damaging infrastructure projects in sensitive
regions like Gilgit Baltistan,
causing a high melting rate
of glaciers and blockage of
river systems are termed as
a major cause for it, Al Arabiya reported citing the World
Meteorological Organization.
Apparently, the floods have
become another chance for
the Pakistani government to
seek donations to help themselves amid the CPEC-driven
economic turmoil. However,
the projects are of critical importance for both China and
Pakistan.
An international group of
scientists, World Weather
Attribution, in its September
2022 analysis has held human
activities responsible for the
deadly floods in Pakistan, as

TDG NETWORK
Colombo

per Al Arabiya.
Various reasons are responsible for Pakistan’s floods.
Firstly, the elevation of several roads is higher than the
areas they pass through and
these settlements tend to
become lakes with no exit
for water, an architect, Arif
Hasan, wrote in the Dawn
Furthermore, the construction of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
project, running through
some of the most vulnerable
regions in Pakistan caused
melting, flooding, landslides,
massive deforestation and
river blockages, Al Arabiya
reported.
As per Federal Flood Commission, Ministry of Water
and Power 2015 report, the
CPEC region has experienced 25 significant flood
events in the past 70 years.
According to the health de-

partment data, more than
2.5 million people have been
affected by infectious diseases
in flood-hit areas of Pakistan.
In a recent statement, the
World Health Organization
expressed deep concerns
about the potential for a “second disaster in Pakistan: a
wave of diseases and deaths”
following the catastrophic
floods caused by climate
change that has submerged
one-third of Pakistan.
Explaining the impacts on
health, the WHO chief suggested acting quickly to protect health and deliver essential health services.
The Monsoon rains have
claimed more than a thousand
lives across Pakistan since
June and unleashed powerful floods that have washed
away swathes of vital crops
and damaged or destroyed
more than a million homes.

A group of monks, priests
and nuns has protested in
Colombo against the increased electricity tariff amid
the financial crisis that has
gripped the island nation.
The protests took place on
Tuesday in front of the Fort
Railway Station, local media Daily Mirror reported,
adding that religious leaders claimed that they were
unable to pay the bills. Sri
Lanka has been suffering a
diesel shortage since February, which led to hours of
daily power cuts.
At present, Sri Lanka is
struggling with acute food
and electricity shortages,
forcing the country to seek
help from its neighbours.
Sri Lanka is also facing a
foreign exchange shortage,
which has, incidentally, affected its capacity to import
food and fuel, leading to power cuts in the country. The
shortage of essential goods
forced Sri Lanka to seek assistance from friendly countries.
India has been at forefront
of extending economic assistance to Sri Lanka as per
their requirements and is one

of the countries that have provided the maximum amount
of assistance in time of need.
In 2022, India extended
around USD four billion bilateral assistance to Sri Lanka.
Highlighting India-Sri Lanka’s close and longstanding
relationship, the High Commission on Tuesday noted
that the people of Sri Lanka
continue to avail of scholarships for higher education
and skills training in premier
Indian institutions.
“In addition our bilateral
development cooperation
projects in Sri Lanka, which
cumulatively total about USD
3.5 bn, are ongoing. Sri Lankans also continue to avail of
scholarships for higher education and skills training in
premier Indian institutions.
These aspects of our close and
longstanding cooperation
with Sri Lanka also contribute to the efforts for addressing Sri Lanka’s current economic difficulties,” it added.
India under its ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy, has always
come forward to help the
debt-ridden island country.
India has extended 8 Lines
of Credit (LOCs) to Sri Lanka
amounting to USD 1,850.64
million in the past 10 years.

Xi Jinping’s power
TDG NETWORK
Beijing

With the aim to further consolidate Chinese President
Xi Jinping’s authority, the
Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) is expected to amend
its constitution at the 20th
Party Congress next month.
The Political Bureau of the
CCP Central Committee convened a meeting this month
to deliberate on documents
to be submitted for discussion at the upcoming seventh
plenary session of the 19th
CCP Central Committee,
state news agency Xinhua
reported. These documents
included a draft report by
the 19th CCP Central Committee to the 20th CCP
National Congress, a draft
amendment to the Party
Constitution, and a draft
work report by the 19th CCP
Central Commission for Discipline Inspection (CCDI) to
the 20th CCP National Congress.
The meeting that was
held on September 9 also
reviewed a report on the
implementation of the eightpoint decision on improving Party and government
conduct by the Political Bureau of the 19th CCP Central
Committee, and a report on
the work of rectifying practice of pointless formalities
and reducing burdens on
those working at the grassroots since the 19th CCP
National Congress in 2017,
Xinhua reported.
During its meeting, Politburo noted that the actions
on corruption since 2017
have borne fruit. According
to The HK Post, this is significant because it signals the
Party’s willingness to accept
“Xi’s Thoughts” as the guiding principles for the future.
“Since the 19th CCP National Congress in 2017, the
CCP Central Committee
with Comrade Xi Jinping
at its core has made new
decisions and raised new
requirements for constantly
improving Party conduct
and enforcing Party disci-

Xi Jinping

pline, (has) made revision to
measures of the eight-point
decision in this regard, and
always puts promoting good
Party conduct high on its
agenda.
Through persistent efforts,
some longstanding misconducts have been curbed and
deep-rooted malfeasances
addressed which leads to
significant improvements in
Party conduct, the working
practices of government officials, social morality, and
individual virtues,” the Politburo also said.
The HK Post further states
that the other possible
change to the Constitution
would also be an elevation
of the Chinese President’s
power to enshrine the “Two
Establishes”, a phrase which
means the party establishes
Xi as its “core” and his ideas
as guiding principles.
The amendment could also
reinstate the paramount position of Party Chairman,
which was abolished in 1982,
the report adds. CCP Constitution can only be amended
once in five years when the
National Congress is held. It
plays a role in regulating and
guiding the efforts to uphold
the CCP’s overall leadership.
CCP’s Constitution was last
amended in 2017 when the
amendments enshrined “Xi
Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics”.
According to The HK
Post, National Congress
next month could shorten
the ideology to “Xi Jinping
Thought”, upgrading its stature to that of “Mao Zedong
Thought”.
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Too much at stake, says Kazakh president China’s underwater
drones spotted in South
amid risk of world polarization
TDG Network
New York

T

oo much is at stake,
s a i d Ka z a k h st a n
President KassymJomart Tokayev on Tuesday
as he addressed the United
Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) in New York and
warned about the risk of
greater world polarization
and division.
“...Kazakhstan stands
ready to cooperate with
all who will act in a spirit
of inclusiveness, multilateralism and goodwill,” he
was quoted as saying by
The Astana Times. The Kazakh President said efforts
at continuing and further
multilateralism must be
encouraged and invigo-

rated. Among the priorities
for such action, he focused
on the modernization
and reform of the UN and
other international bodies.
Tokayev described the current era as one of “geopolitical confrontation,” characterized by greater chaos
and unpredictability than
heretofore.
Kazakh President noted
that this world community
is based on three “primordial principles” - the sovereign
equality of states, the territorial integrity of those states
and peaceful coexistence
between states, The Astana
Times reported. “The existing global disarmament
regime must be the basis
for inter-state cooperation,
which will lead to a “global

Kazakhstan President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev

prosperity dividend.”
Tokayev reminded the
world that Kazakhstan has
had more nuclear weapons
dropped on its territory than
any other country. “Kazakhstan has suffered terribly

from past nuclear weapons
testing,” he said.
Speaking on the issue of
climate change, President
Tokayev said “we need more
action, and we need it fast.”
He advocated the transition

from a coal-oil energy sector
into a net zero economy by
2060.
Kazakh President spoke
on the country’s domestic
situation, calling for a Just
Kazakhstan, with political
reform and coming elections. During his speech, he
also noted that Kazakhstan
recently abolished the death
penalty.
President Tokayev also met
with UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres at UN
Headquarters in New York.
They spoke of the relationship between Kazakhstan
and the UN, including the
UN presence in the country and the strategic world
importance of the Central
Asian region, The Astana
Times reported.

quick Assistance

Ebola outbreak in Uganda, WHO says ‘in
close contact to provide rapid response’
TDG Network
Geneva

World Health Organisation on Tuesday said that it
is in close contact with the
Ministry of Health Uganda
to provide a rapid response
after it confirmed the outbreak of case Ebola Virus
Disease (EVD) in the Central Region of the country.
“WHO is in close touch with
the Ministry of Health Uganda and is providing support

to mount a rapid response
and engage communities,”
the Director-General of the
World Health Organization,
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus tweeted. Earlier, in
the day, the Health Ministry
of Uganda said in a series
of tweets that a confirmed
case of Ebola virus was
reported in the Mubende
District in the Central Region of Uganda. The patients diagnosed with the
symptoms later succumbed,

the health ministry said.
“Uganda confirms an outbreak of Ebola Virus Disease
(EVD) in Mubende District,
Uganda. The confirmed
case is a 24-year-old male
a resident Ngabano village
of Madudu Sub County in
Mubende District presented
with EVD symptoms and
later succumbed,” the Uganda Health ministry tweeted.
It further said that the
patient was found positive for the virus after the

test samples were taken.
A rapid response team
was immediately sent
to the Mubende district
for case management.
“The clinical team took off
samples for testing at UVRI.
Results confirmed that the
patient was positive for
the Ebola-Sudan strain.”
“The Uganda Health Ministry and partners have
dispatched a Rapid Response Team to Mubende
District to support the
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teams in surveillance, contact tracing, and case management,” the tweet read.
Ebola is a severe and too
often fatal illness caused
by the Ebola virus. Previous Ebola outbreaks and
responses have shown that
early diagnosis and treatment with optimized supportive care --with fluid and
electrolyte repletion and
treatment of symptoms-significantly improve survival.

China Sea: Report
TDG Network
Beijing

New satellite images of China
indicated that Beijing might
be preparing for the deployment of massive unmanned
subs in the South China Sea,
however, the intention is still
unclear, a media report said.
The new images showed
two of China’s extra-large
uncrewed underwater vehicles (XLUUV) at Sanya Naval
Base on Hainan Island, which
geographically juts into the
contested South China Sea,
Asiatimes reported citing

Naval News. According to
the report, two vehicles were
present all-time at the base
since March and April 2021,
but have been spotted now.
It also mentions that the
two XLUUVs have been
seen near an area where
China has previously based
its midget submarines, indicating trials or testing.
Elaborating about the
XLUUV, defence analyst H
I Sutton in Naval News said
that the underwater vehicle
is around 16 meters long and
two meters across.
Regarding operational use,

Sutton says in Naval News
that XLUUVs are capable of
performing ISR missions.
In addition, their larger size
translates into longer sea endurance, which enables them
to be used for offensive operations such as minelaying,
anti-submarine warfare and
special operations.
According to Asia Times citing an August report from the
US Congressional Research
Service (CRS), the potential
for miscalculation and escalation with unmanned vessels,
mentioning that they make
tempting targets.

Fresh trouble

Nepal President refuses
to ratify Citizenship Bill,
invites constitutional crisis
TDG Network
Kathmandu

Nepal President Bidhya Devi
Bhandari denied authenticating the citizenship Bill
despite the constitutionally
bounded provision to ratify
it within 15 days after it has
been re-approved by both
houses.
President’s political advisor Lalbabu Yadav confirmed that Bhandari has
refused to authenticate the
bill “in order to safeguard
the constitution.” “It is stated

Kitchen District All day dining

in Article 61(4) that the main
duty of the president shall be
to abide by and protect the
Constitution. This means
protecting all articles of the
Constitution. One cannot
say by only looking at Article
113 that the president did not
fulfil her constitutional responsibility,” Yadav claimed.
However, Article 113(2) of
the Constitution which bears
the provisions about the authentication of bills states,
“The Bill presented to the
President for certification according to this Article, shall
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be certified within 15 days,
and both the Houses shall be
informed about that as early
as possible.”
As per the provision, the
president is constitutionally
bounded to authenticate any
bill that is resubmitted by the
House after sending it back
to the House for reconsideration once. Tuesday past
midnight was the deadline
for the president to authenticate the bill which has been
missed, leading the nation
into a situation of a constitutional crisis.
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VIBRANT INDIA

5 weird things people tried
to sell online

The process of buying and selling has become a
cakewalk because of the internet. Be it daily essentials, flats, cars, laptops, mobiles, or even pets,
everything is easily available online. But the story
doesn’t end here. There are a lot of cases where
people tried to spin-off weird things online and earn
some extra bucks. Take a look at five weird things
people tried to sell online and you will be amazed.

Dried Leaves
Selling dried leaves is probably a new idea
on the internet. A man posted a photo of a
pile of dried leaves from his backyard. He
also suggested that these leaves could be used for
raised beds and it will save people money as the bed
fillers are very expensive. He kept the selling price at
$5. Well, who will buy a pile of dried leaves?

A human soul
You will be shocked to read but yes it’s
true! Many people tried to sell their souls
online. A man in 2008 tried to sell his soul
on eBay for 25000 pounds. He was offering to send
regular updates on his soul along with a part of his
earnings. He was also willing to send the buyer a
birthday cake every year! Weird, isn’t it?

Grandma’s Dentures
Once a kid posted a photo of his grandma’s dentures captioning them for sale.
Allegedly his grandma had the habit of
borrowing money from her grandchildren to purchase things and could not repay them. So he put
up her dentures for sale for $100 claiming they were
“very clean and new.”

Single-use plastic bag
Would you believe it if we tell you that a
common household thing like a singleuse plastic bag can be on online shopping sites? Well, now you will have to. A man from
Australia posted an image of a plastic bag with the
caption, “We banned single-use plastic bags this
time last year” and the title was, “The Last Plastic
Bag”. The price was $250! It would be the last thing
on this planet any sensible person would buy.

Bible signed by Jesus
You will never come across a Bible signed
by Jesus Himself, we bet. Someone
posted a photo of a vintage bible and captioned it, “Vintage Bible. Appears signed by Jesus
Himself. Cash and carry only. No checks.” He even
suggested the buyer to meet at a safer place like
Walmart, where he worked. This is surely surprising.
— APOORVA CHAUDHARY

RESEARCH

Scientists discover face
mask that can detect viral
exposure within 10 minutes
TDG Network
Washington

Scientists have developed
a face mask that can detect
common respiratory viruses, such as influenza and
Covid-19, in the air as droplets or aerosols. If specific
viruses are present in the
ambient air, the extremely
sensitive mask may inform
wearers via their mobile devices within 10 minutes.
“Previous research has
shown face mask wearing can reduce the risk of
spreading and contracting
the disease. So, we wanted to
create a mask that can detect
the presence of viruses in
the air and alert the wearer,”
says Yin Fang, the study’s
corresponding author and a
material scientist at Shanghai Tongji University.
Respiratory pathogens that
cause Covid-19 and H1N1
influenza spread through
small droplets and aerosols
released by infected people
when they talk, cough, and

sneeze. These virus-containing molecules, especially tiny
aerosols, can remain suspended in the air for a long
time.
Fang and his colleagues
tested the mask in an enclosed chamber by spraying the viral surface protein
containing trace-level liquid
and aerosols on the mask.
The sensor responded to 0.3
microliters of liquid containing viral proteins, about 70
to 560 times less than the
volume of liquid produced
in one sneeze and much less
than the volume produced
by coughing or talking, Fang
says.
The team designed a small
sensor with aptamers, which
are a type of synthetic molecule that can identify unique
proteins of pathogens like
antibodies. In their proofof-concept design, the team
modified the multi-channel
sensor with three types of
aptamers, which can simultaneously recognize surface
proteins on SARS-CoV-2,.

Artists
dressed up
in traditional
attire
perform
Garba, a
Gujarati folk
dance, as
they rehearse
for the
upcoming
Navaratri
festival, in
Ahmedabad
on Tuesday.

I think this is
the Golden era
of Indian table
tennis. We are
winning medals
in every category,
men, women,
junior, sub-junior
and even cadet. It
is amazing.

ANI

— Sathiyan Gnanasekaran
India’s highest-ranked player on golden era of Indian table tennis.

EXPERIENCE

Yuvraj Singh to host an exclusive stay
at his Goa home
TDG Network
New Delhi

Elements of the stay
A virtual greet-and-meet by Yuvraj Singh upon arrival.
A personalised welcome note sharing Singh’s favourite
hangout spots in Goa.
An excursion to the picturesque Divar Island on an ebike, riding through mangrove fields, churches, temples,
and beautiful homes.
Sundowners on the outdoor deck featuring bespoke
meals highlighting Yuvraj’s favourite local delicacies.
A screening of Yuvraj’s iconic innings-reliving those moments at the cricketers’ house.
Bespoke menus throughout the stay, featuring Yuvraj’s
favourite dishes.
Personalised keepsakes from Yuvraj as souvenirs.

I

nternational cricket icon
Yuvraj Singh is becoming an Airbnb Host and
offering an exclusive onetime-only stay for a group of
six at his home in Goa, India.
Perched on a hilltop with
spectacular views of the sea
beyond, Singh’s home pays
homage to the rich cultural
heritage of Goa.
Singh has delivered outstanding performances
and career-defining knocks
throughout his career and
is now setting another milestone by becoming the first
international cricketer from
India to host on Airbnb.
Six guests will have insider access to the cricketer’s
three-bedroom holiday
home, filled with special
memories and meaningful
keepsakes from his years on
the pitch. Singh’s home will

be available for Rs 1212 per
night.
“My Goa home has always
been extremely special to
me. While my work takes
me across the world, this
villa is where my wife and I
come together to spend quality time with our friends and
family. I am looking forward
to being an Airbnb Host and
opening the doors of my
home to a lucky group of

Yuvraj Singh

six,” shared Yuvraj Singh.

From its vantage point high
on a hilltop, with 180-degree
panoramic views of the sea
beyond, Casa Singh offers a
serene setting from which to

explore the colorful charms
of Goa’s sun-kissed villages.
Expansive decks and terraces burst with potted
plants and greenery, dotted
with pops of colour from
bougainvillaea and other
flowers. A luxurious pool
features a swim-up bar and
several nooks for lazy afternoons spent reading or
enjoying leisurely meals alfresco.

Local Goan dishes will be
served by the home’s personal chef in the dining room
just off the main mezzanine
area. The house is filled with
photos of Singh’s family and
many cricket accolades-including his first ODI century-abound.
“We are thrilled to partner with cricket icon Yuvraj
Singh to list his beautiful
home in Goa on Airbnb for
this one-time-only stay. With
international travel in full
swing again, we are delighted to offer this unforgettable
experience to a global audience and add Singh to our
vibrant host community in
India,” said Amanpreet Bajaj, Airbnb’s General Manager for India, Southeast Asia,
Hong Kong, and Taiwan.
Guests will have exclusive
access to Casa Singh, immersing themselves in the
calming rhythms of life near
the sea.

APPLAUSE

‘Most humble actor’: Netizens hail Kartik
Aaryan for traveling in economy class
TDG Network
New Delhi

Bollywood celebrities are considered to
have a luxurious and high-maintenance
life, but it seems like this might not be
the same case with actor Kartik Aaryan.
Kartik is known for his down-to-earth
nature, and the actor is currently getting a lot of praise on social media after a video of the ‘Dhamaka’ actor goes
viral.
Recently, a video surfaced on social
media in which Kartik was seen travelling in the economy class along with
other passengers after attending an
event in Jodhpur.
In the video, passengers were seen applauding Kartik for his performance in

Kartik Aaryan in economy class

the horror comedy film ‹Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2› and the flight became a meet-andgreet fan event for the ‹Luka Chuppi›
actor as many travellers requested selfies with him.
Soon after the video got viral, netizens swamped the comment section
and called Kartik Aaryan "the most
humble and down-to-earth" actor for
the way he greeted all the passengers

on the flight.
Well, this is not the first time Kartik
has been seen travelling in economy
class. During the promotions of ‹Bhool
Bhulaiyaa 2›, a reel video got viral in
which he was seen travelling in the
same class, and when netizens questioned him, why hadn›t he travelled in
business class? He jokingly said, «Tickets were too expensive.»
Meanwhile, Kartik is currently riding
high on the success of his horror comedy film ‹Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2›, which
collected over Rs 200 crores at the box
office worldwide.
He will be next seen in director Rohit
Dhawan›s upcoming masala entertainer 'Shehzada', which is slated to be
released on 10 February 2023.

PROTEST

People perform ‘havan’ to protest against
Lumpy disease
TDG Network
Jodhpur

To offer prayers to god for
the safety of their cattle and
to lodge a protest against the
lumpy disease that has been
affecting cattle in Rajasthan,
people in Jodhpur on Tuesday performed ‘havan’ outside the office of the District
Collectorate (DC). The protesting people also submitted
a memorandum to the DC to
register their protest.
There has been constant
agitation amongst the citizens because of the death of
a large number of cattle due
to the deadly skin disease,
as per the State Executive
Member of the Rashtriya

Havan at District Collector's office in Jodhpur.

Loktantrik Party, Sarwan
Choudhary,
The protestors also demanded the government to
issue a compensation of Rs
50,000 for their dead cattle
and asked for proper treat-

ment for the cows suffering
from the disease.
The lumpy disease is a viral disease that affects cattle.
It is transmitted by bloodfeeding insects, such as certain species of flies, mosqui-

toes, or ticks. It causes fever
and nodules on the skin and
can lead to the death of the
cattle. Meanwhile, an isolation centre has also opened
in Udaipur where the cattle
suffering from the disease
are kept.
In an unusual incident on
Monday, Pushkar BJP MLA
Suresh Rawat reached the
Rajasthan Assembly along
with a cow. The act was carried out with the aim of protesting against the spread of
Lumpy disease in livestock.
As soon as the BJP MLA
reached the spot and started
speaking, the cow ran away.
The disease had been ravaging cattle across the country.

#RajuSrivastava

‘Brightened our lives with
laughter’: Netizens bid goodbye
to Raju Srivastava
Comedian-actor Raju Srivastava breathed his last breath
at the age of 58, on Wednesday at AIIMS Delhi, after being
admitted there following a heart attack on 10 August. His
demise came as a huge setback for his fans. Soon after
the news broke out, politicians, actors and millions of his
fans took to the Internet to express grief.
Taking to Twitter, President Droupadi Murmu tweeted
in Hindi, “The untimely demise of comedian Raju Srivastav is extremely sad. He had enthralled the audience with
his comical performances. He gave a new identity to the
comedy scene in India. My condolences to his family and
fans.”
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said, “Raju Srivastava
brightened our lives with laughter, humour and positivity.
He leaves us too soon but he will continue to live in the
hearts of countless people thanks to his rich work over
the years. His demise is saddening. Condolences to his
family and admirers. Om Shanti.” The PM shared a photo
of himself with the comedian along with the tweet.
Celebrities also expressed their grief over the demise of
comedian Raju Srivastava.
Singer Anup Jalota shared a message video. He said,
“To find a personality like Raju Srivastava is difficult. I
know him since the starting days of his career. He used to
consider me as an elder brother.”
Veteran actor Anupam Kher took to his Instagram
handle and posted a video along with a caption. He wrote,
“Our beloved Raju Srivastava! The whole country has
stopped laughing when you left! She does not echo in
giggles! What was the hurry to make God laugh!"

t h e da ily gua r dia n r eview
t h u r sday | 2 2 se p t e m b e r 2022
n ew delhi

auto & tech 13

NEW ENTRY

Keeway launches K300
twins in Indian market

Both the bikes share the same heart and have an aggressive-looking front end with an attractive headlamp
unit, an angular fuel tank, split-style seat design, an underbelly exhaust, and a short tail section.

Shams Naqvi
new delhi

H

ungarian twowheeler maker Keeway has recently
entered the Indian market
with some premium scooters and motorcycles, which
include a cruiser and a bobber in the 300-cc segment.
Now the brand has expanded its portfolio with two new
bikes, the K300 N and K300
R. While the K300 N is a
naked street motorcycle, the
K300 R is a racing sports offering. Both the bikes share
the same heart and have an
aggressive-looking front end
with an attractive headlamp
unit, an angular fuel tank,
split-style seat design, an underbelly exhaust, and a short
tail section. But there’s also
a lot that differentiates both
the motorcycles.

Keeway K300 N
The K300 N runs on a 292cc,
4-stroke, liquid-cooled system with four valves and
EFI, which delivers 27.5 hp
and 25 Nm of torque man-

ing view of the road.
The bike is 1990
mm long, 780 mm
wide, and 1070
mm tall. It has
a wheelbase of
1360 mm and
comes with a
ground clearance of 150 mm.
The K300N
gets 17-inch

aged via a six-speed gearbox and a slipper clutch to
maintain speed around
corners while downshifting. Keeway
says that despite being a naked, the K300

N comes loaded with features. The pared-down
design shows off the bassinet
frame and exposes the aesthetic tubing around the engine, while low-profile fenders cover the slick rear tyres.
An inverted telescopic front
fork suspension is aided by

front
and rear disc
brakes, while the bike
also gets dual-channel ABS.
The K300 N features an
upright riding position, a
12.5L angular fuel tank, a
higher front end and handlebar-mounted mirrors,
giving the rider a command-

wheels on both the front and
rear. The fuel tank capacity
is 12.5 litres while the seat
height is 795 mm.
It is available in three co-

lours – Matte White, Matte
Red, and Matte Black.
While the Matte White is
priced at Rs. 2.65 lakh, the
Matter Red is Rs. 10,000
more expensive. The Matte
Black has been priced at Rs.
2.85 lakh, ex-showroom.

Keeway K300 R
This K300 R gets a sleek
aerodynamic design with a

short windshield, compact
handlebars, an aesthetic bassinet frame and drag-reducing fairings to cut through
the air. Sleek lines and an aggressive riding position make
it a sports bike designed to be
ridden on the road, according to Keeway. The K300 R
weighs 165 kg and runs on
the same engine as the naked
motorcycle. Here too, you get

a slipper clutch to maintain
speed around corners.
The bike is 2010 mm long,
750 mm wide and 1080 mm
tall. It has a wheelbase of 1360
mm and comes with a ground
clearance of 135 mm. The
K300N gets 17-inch wheels
at the front and rear. The fuel
tank holds 12 litres, and the
seat height is 780 mm.
A centre-aligned mono

rear suspension provides
46mm of travel, and the
plush fork with hydraulic
damping offers 110mm of
cushion. Minimalist fenders cover the front and rear
tyres. Just like the 300N, the
300R also gets front and rear
disc brakes along with dual
ABS. The K300 R is also
available in three colours –
Glossy White, Glossy Red,
and Glossy Black. At Rs.
2.99 lakh, Glossy White is
the cheapest option on offer,
while Glossy Black is priced
at Rs. 3.20 lakh, making it the
most expensive offering. Sitting between the two is Glossy
Red, which has been priced at
Rs. 3.10 lakh, ex-showroom.
Keeway motorcycles and
scooters are being sold at
Benelli showrooms across
the country and deliveries
will begin at the end of this
month. The brand is already
selling the Vieste 300 and
Sixties 300i retro-styled
scooters in India, apart from
the V302C and K-light 250V
motorcycles.
The author is a senior editor at
carandbike.com.

TECH & YOU

Samsung Galaxy Z Flip 4 is worth the money
Flip 4 is all about its design. It is compact, and the tiny foldable flip makes it unique and worth the pick.

richa kapoor

Samsung Galaxy Z Flip 4 is similar, constant but worth the upgrade. After the success of Flip
3, we now have Flip 4. How is it
different and what does it offer?
What makes it a worthwhile pick?
Let’s find out.
On the face of it, it derives from
the same design language with no
real difference. The form factor of
this phone is the real winning element of this device. It is small,
easy to carry, and does look very
cute, making it without a doubt
the best flip you can have.
Samsung has really worked its
way right when we talk about the

foldable segment. The Flip 4 gets a
better camera, battery, and a new
chipset.
DISPLAY AND DESIGN:
Flip 4 is all about its design. It
is compact, and the tiny foldable
flip makes it unique and worth the
pick. It does have an oomph factor,
which might not appeal to everyone. For those who like the look of
it, it’s totally worth it then. It’s the
design of this device that makes it
stand out. It comes in four colors:
Bora Purple, Graphite, Pink Gold,
and Blue. There’s a single USB
Type-C port on the bottom, and
only two buttons: a power button
and a volume rocker. In comparison to the other flip phones that
are available globally, the Flip 4 is
worth the money and totally wins
in design.
The cover screen gets bigger
and better and, trust me, you can
do it all on it. Now you do not really have to flip the device open
to make the changes. The cover
screen lets you use the camera,

Samsung Galaxy Z Flip 4
specifications
6.7-inch FHD+ Dynamic AMOLED display, 120 Hz refresh rate |
1.9-inch Super AMOLED secondary screen (260×512 pixels) | Qualcomm Snapdragon 8+ Gen 1 | 8GB RAM + 128GB, 256GB, 512GB |
12MP+ 12MP ultrawide + 10MP front camera | 3,700mAh battery
with 25W wired charging | Samsung OneUI 4.1.1 on Android 12 |

access widgets, and toggle quick
settings. You’ll see the time, date,
and battery percentage on the
main cover screen. Naturally,
you can customise it with your
own imagery. There’s also an always-on display option, which is
turned off by default. If you swipe
in from the left, you’ll see notifications, and from the right, you’ll see
widgets. If you swipe down from

the top, you’ll get quick settings.
You can access the camera via the
cover screen, giving you some
worthy selfies. Having a proper
ultra-wide lens means that you
can take great group photos as
well.
The Flex mode when your device is at 90 degrees is one such
mode, which is great for taking
video calls and meetings. A few

apps have been optimised for its
usage as well, but I used it the
most for meetings. It does work
like a real mini tablet, which does
the job.
CAMERA:
You might not be buying the Flip
4 for its camera. It does have a decent set up, but the strongest point
of the device is that you get a dual
12MP sensor, and the main camera has been improved for better
low-light performance. The front
camera has a 10MP sensor There
are two 12MP sensors (f/1.8 and
f/2.2 ultra-wide), and there’s no

telephoto lens.
The picture quality is average
and is majorly meant to just click
pictures, not to take some extraordinary shots. It’s great for group
selfies via cover screen. You can
shoot 720p 960fps slow motion
video as well.
PERFORMACE& SOFTWARE:
The new chip set is the highlight
of the device. The Galaxy Z Flip 4
includes a Snapdragon 8 Plus Gen
1 and 8GB of RAM. You are getting some top-level specs and experience. I wasn’t expecting such
a jump for Flip4. It is a great addi-

tion and something to appreciate
Samsung for. The device worked
seamlessly for me without any
hiccups. You might buy the flip
for the design, but you will love it
for its performance as well. (This
might not apply to all.)
The battery of the device is good.
It could have been better. It does
last you 10–12 working hours. You
don’t get a charger in the box.
VERDICT:
The question always boils down
to whether you want to choose
this device or not. Then again, if
you are looking for a stylish device
that is compact and does have
appeal, it fits well in your pocket
and handbag, does look different,
and it is convenient. You get an
updated chipset which works
fairly well.
Then this one could be an easy
pick. But if you want a device
with a good camera and are not
inclined towards the flip action,
then you might not want to spend
Rs 89,999 on this device.

In BRIEFS
Apple to fix iPhone 14 Pro
camera shaking issue

American tech giant
Apple has said that by
next week they will be
bringing a fix for the
camera shaking issue
that some users are
facing on their iPhone
14 Pro and Pro Max
smartphones. According
to GSM Arena, the
cameras on the iPhone
14 Pro and iPhone 14 Pro Max phones have an issue
with third-party apps that causes their autofocus or
OIS systems to go wild and vibrate uncontrollably.
Apple is aware of the problem and is working on a
fix. This issue makes the video captured with the
smartphone’s camera unusable and worse. However,
this problem does not seem to affect the iPhone 14
and 14 Plus variants.Apple’s camera is working fine,
which suggests that this is a software issue than a
hardware one.

Galaxy S23 to be powered
by Exynos processors?

South Korean tech
giant Samsung is having internal conflicts
regarding whether
Exynos should be the
chip powering their
upcoming Galaxy S23
smartphones, a leakster revealed. According to GSM Arena, this
information comes two
months after Qualcomm had nearly confirmed that all
the phones will be powered by the Snapdragon 8 Gen
2 platform.The outlet has reported that Ice Universe
states that though the Samsung MX (Mobile eXperience) division is disappointed with the performance of
the in-house chipset in the Galaxy S22 smartphones,
top-level executives still want next year’s flagships to
come with Exynos 2300, manufactured by Samsung
Semiconductors. Currently, about 70 per cent of Samsung Galaxy S22 phones ship with Exynos 2200.

Nvidia unveils latest
RTX 4090, RTX 4080 GPUs

Following months of
rumours and some
recent teases, American
multinational technology company Nvidia has
officially announced its
RTX 40-series GPUs,
which include the RTX
4090 and RTX 4080. According to The Verge, the
RTX 4090 arrives on 12
October priced at USD 1,599, with the RTX 4080 priced
starting at USD 899 and available in November. Both are
powered by Nvidia’s next-gen Ada Lovelace architecture. The RTX 4090 is the top-end card for the Ada
Lovelace generation. It will ship with a massive 24GB
of GDDR6X memory. Nvidia claims its 2-4x faster than
the RTX 3090 Ti, and it will consume the same amount
of power as that previous generation card. It comes in
four colors: Bora Purple, Graphite, Pink Gold. Moreover,
there’s a single USB Type-C port on the bottom.

Rockstar confirms ‘GTA VI’
footage was leaked

American video game
publisher Rockstar
has confirmed the
‘Grand Theft Auto VI’
footage leaked online
over the weekend had
been stolen from its
network. According
to The Verge, the user,
‘teapotuberhacker’,
who posted the
gameplay had claimed that they also carried
out an attack on Uber that occurred last week,
but their actual involvement is still unclear. In a
statement shared on Twitter, Rockstar said, “We
recently suffered a network intrusion in which an
unauthorized third party illegally accessed and
downloaded confidential information from our
systems, including early development footage for the
next Grand Theft Auto.” Rockstar says it will “update
everyone again soon.”
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BOOK LAUNCH

NEW RELEASE

‘The 3I Effect’ unveils the
tried-and-tested ‘formula’ to
lead a well-rounded life
TDG Network
New Delhi

A

bhishek Agarwal,
President, Judge
India and Global
Delivery, launched his first
book, titled “The 3I Effect”.
The launch was graced by
Dr Ravindra Shukla, former
Education Minister of Uttar
Pradesh, International President of Hindi Sahitya Bharati,
national poet, and litterateur.
Introducing his first-ever
book, Abhishek Agarwal
said, “The 3I Effect is written with a motive to solve a
staggering problem in the
modern era—the lack of a
well-rounded and happy life.’
The author has discussed
his tried-and-tested 3I method in this book, which can be
used at any stage of life and
regardless of the direction
one is headed. “From one’s
younger years to professional endeavours and marriage, this book can act as a
guide. The formula is simple
— intent, intelligence, and integrity. This 3I formula can
assist the masses in channelling their inner motivation,
finding balance, and living
a well-rounded life,” added
Agarwal.
Individual chapters have
been dedicated to high school
graduates, college students,
job seekers, employees, leaders, and men and women in
marriages in the book.
Intent is described as the

intention of performing a
particular act. It is deliberate, requires consciousness,
and is pertinent to leading
a successful life. Without
intent, there is no goal or vision. If someone has ambition
but doesn’t focus on making
their actions intentional, s/
he is just a dreamer with
no plan. The first of the 3Is
is necessary because it communicates the importance of
one’s actions towards a goal.
The second of the 3Is, Intelligence, is a way to display intent correctly and efficiently.
Intelligence is defined as the
ability to learn and consistently improve oneself to deal
with complex situations or
as an ability to apply knowledge. Constant and consistent
learning is the only way to ‘be’
intelligent as one can attain
this trait. Another important aspect of intelligence is
emotional intelligence, which
helps to build relationships,
navigate the tumultuous waters of the professional and
personal world, and handle
one’s behavior.
The last of the 3Is is Integrity. It is described as consistency in words, actions, thoughts,
and beliefs. A person who is
intentional and intelligent
also needs to develop trust in
his or her environment and
reflect on the beliefs that s/he
abides by. Integrity is made of
traits like honesty, reliability,
and consistency. People with
integrity are highly valued in

HarperCollins presents the
second edition of Hyderabad,
The Partition Trilogy
TDG Network
New Delhi

all circles of life.
The book establishes that
success and wholesome
existence are the results of
simple actions practiced on
an everyday basis because
success is, after all, the byproduct of intentional efforts
made with intelligence and
integrity.
Abhishek Agarwal is a
Wharton alumnus who has
worked with globally recognised names such as The
Judge Group, L&T Infotech,
Capgemini Invent, Birlasoft,
and Genpact for more than
20 years. He is not only a
pioneering industry leader
but also a mentor, a people

person, and an adventurer.
He has taken lessons from
his extensive career and
condensed them into a book
to assist others in leading
successful and fulfilling
lives. This book is the culmination of his dedication
and diligence.
The book launch event was
hosted on 17 September 2022
and was attended by eminent
leaders and dignitaries from
various sectors, as well as
Judge India Solutions, clients
and partners. A fascinating
Q& A session with the author
and a sumptuous wine and
dine with the guests were
held after the book launch.

Mir Osman Ali Khan, Asaf Jah VII, is
the Nizam of Hyderabad, the largest
Princely State of the Crown. It sits in
the belly of newly independent India,
to which Jawaharlal Nehru and Vallabhbhai Patel want Hyderabad to
accede.
The Communists have concurrently
mounted a state-wide rebellion. But
the Nizam’s family has ruled Hyderabad for 200 years. As the wealthiest
man in the world, whom the British
consider numero uno amongst India’s princes, he will not deal with
two-penny Indian politicians! An ancient prophecy, however, hangs over
the Nizam.
The Asaf Jahi dynasty will last only
seven generations. So, he keeps his
jewel-laden trucks ready for flight
even as he schemes with his army of
militant Razakars.
Meanwhile, in the palace thick with
intrigue, the maid Uzma must decide
where her loyalties lie: with the peasantry or the Nizam. Among the Communist recruits, Jaabili finds love in
unexpected quarters. Violence escalates and lawlessness mounts. Caught
between a volatile Nizam and a resolute India, what price will Hyderabad
pay?
Author Manreet Sodhi Someshwar
says, “In the riverine border town
where I grew up, Lahore had been left
behind on the other side of the Sutlej
in 1947. But it remained in my town’s
countless tales with the same denouement: Partition. All my writing has
been an attempt to bring to paper stories I grew up with, stories that spoke
of an undivided land and time, stories

of a two-decade quest to research
and write about a cataclysm at the
margins of our collective memory, yet
wholly resonant with our times.”
She further shared, “Whilst Lahore,
Book 1 of The Partition Trilogy, is set
in the months leading up to independence, in Hyderabad, Book 2, I uncover
the forgotten story of how the largest
Princely State became a part of India –
not on 15 August 1947, but a year later,
through annexation via a ‘Police Operation’! It’s a pulse-pounding story
in which the Nizam of Hyderabad,
beset by a terrible prophecy, manoeuvres for freedom amidst mounting
violence, palace intrigue, weapons
smuggling, and a raging Communist
rebellion that threatens a newly-independent India and the princely state
alike.
“I’m excited that this is my fifth book
with HarperCollins India, who continue to be great partners in my writIt’s a pulse-pounding
ing journey,” she added.
story in which the Nizam
Prema Govindan, Senior Commissioning
Editor – Literary, Harpof Hyderabad, beset
erCollins Publishers India, says,
by a terrible prophecy,
“Hyderabad brings to life the tense negotiations to bring one of the wealthimanoeuvres for freedom
est Indian kingdoms into the fold of
the Indian state during the rearrangeamidst mounting violence,
ment of states that followed India’s
palace intrigue, weapons
independence and partition.
From jewel-leaden trucks to recksmuggling, and a raging
less aviators on stealth missions, to
Communists clashing with the RazaCommunist rebellion
kars, Manreet’s book is a breathless
that threatens a newlyglimpse into an epochal era.
On the 75th anniversary of the
independent India and
transfer of power from the Nizam to
the princely state alike.
the Indian government, Harper Collins Publishers India presented Manthat I didn’t find in books I read. The reet’s second book of The Partition
Partition Trilogy is the culmination Trilogy to their readers.

Sundays have this depressing habit of being calm as a cup of camomile.
Sunday was designed as a day of rejuvenation, not as a restless vacuum.
It is an opportunity to fill the mind, not empty it. Sunday are a pause, a comma between a busy week before and an exciting
one ahead. The choice is simple.
Either you allow your minds to become potato-couched by inanity, or you read what you are holding
(for which, many thanks).
The Sunday Guardian has been designed and written for a very special reader: sharp knowledgeable, involved and
aesthetic, who understands how to use leisure. It is written to make your mind whir across a wide horizon of information,
entertainment, opinion and fine reading. Like it does after a great cup of coffee.
In 20 pages it captures all you need to know. A special section is written and edited by young people who bring their
distinct flair, focus and the courage to be different.
Enjoy the coffee. Sugar, okay?

India’s finest Sunday newspaper. Published from New Delhi.
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FOUR-WICKET LOSS

We were not able to execute our
plans, deliveries: Hardik Pandya
TDG NETWORK
MOHALI

F

ollowing his side’s
four-wicket loss to
Australia in the first
T20I in Mohali, Indian allrounder Hardik Pandya
said that the team was not
able to execute its plans and
deliveries.
Indian bowlers once again
came a cropper as they failed
to defend the 209-run target in the first T20I against
Australia here at the PCA
Stadium in Mohali. India is
now trailing 0-1 in the threematch T20I series. “There
was no dew, you just need
to give them some credit for
playing some good cricket.
They played some good
shots. We were not able to
execute our plans and deliveries,” said Pandya in a postmatch press conference.

Hardik Pandya played a brilliant knock of 71* off just 30 balls with
seven fours and five sixes.

On whether Harshal Patel’s expensive 18th over was
a turning point of the match,
Pandya said that nothing can
be pinpointed.
“It is a game. Even they

Australia conceded 24-25
runs in an over. It is a bilateral series. We will get try to
get better,” he added.
The all-rounder lauded
Cameron Green for his bril-

liant half-century, which laid
the foundation for a successful chase by the Aussies.
“Good on him to play
with the way he played. We
watched a lot of videos and
did a lot of preparation. At
the end of day, It is about execution. You can watch the
videos, but if you do not execute your plans, it will hurt
you. He played some good
shots,” he said.
Questioned if pacer Jasprit
Bumrah’s absence is hurting the team, Pandya said,
“We all know what Bumrah
brings to the side and how
important he is to us. There
will be concerns here and
there, it is fine. These fifteen
are the best players in the
country and that is why they
are playing. Bumrah being
there makes a big difference.
But he is coming after an injury, he should get enough

time to come back and not
put a lot of pressure on himself. As a team, we want to get
better. Losing teaches you.
We all are aware of where
we can get better. We are a
process-driven team. By the
time the world cup comes,
we will make sure to focus on
our processes, and where we
can improve. I am confident
about the guys. They have
done this in the past. Few
games do not change much
for us.”
Pandya said that he does
not make a big deal about
his own performances and
failures because of the career
graph he has had over the
years. “I have scored zeros as
well. I have been neutral. For
me, it is important that I focus on the next game and be
ready for something new so
that I can be one step ahead,”
he said.

LAST SWANSONG

THIS CITY HAS BEEN SPECIAL TO ME: FEDERER ON CHOOSING TO RETIRE IN LONDON
TDG NETWORK
LONDON

Ro ge r Fe d e r e r wh o
shocked the tennis fraternity last week when he
announced his retirement
from professional tennis
last week, today revealed
why he chose London
as the venue of his last
swansong.
The Swiss Marvel is
currently in London for
the Laver Cup and dur-

Roger Federer

ing a press conference
spoke about his decision

of choosing Laver Cup
and UK for his retire-

ment. “This city has been
special to me, maybe the
most special place with
Wimbledon down the
road and here at the O2,
having played here and
qualified for so many
years and winning here
as well. I just thought it
was very fitting,” Federer
said.
“I have always enjoyed
the crowds here as well.
Having Bjorn Borg on the
bench with me for my fi-

nal game resonated also in
a big way with me. Having
all the other guys around,
just felt like I wasn’t looking to be lonely while announcing my retirement,”
the 20-time Grand Slam
champion said.
Federer will be in action
for one last time as he will
play for Europe in the
tournament. He will play
the men’s doubles but will
avoid playing the singles
competition.
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JULIUS BAER TOURNAMENT

ARJUN ERIGAISI PLACED
SECOND AFTER 12 ROUNDS
TDG NETWORK
NEW YORK

Teen Indian Grandmasters Arjun Erigaisi is
placed second in the preliminary phase of the Julius Baer Generation Cup
online rapid chess tournament while his compatriot
R Praggnanandhaa is in
joint fourth place after 12
rounds.
E r i g a i s i , wh o c a m e
into the day on top of the
leaderboard, began on a
strong note registering a
win over Ukraine’s Vasyl
Ivanchuk. But he lost the
next one against Poland’s
Jan-Krzystof Duda in the
reverse game and drew
against Boris Gelfand of
Israel in his third outing of
the day. However, he ended the day with a win over
USA’s Christopher Yoo to
steady his ship and stay
just a point adrift of the

Teen Indian Grandmasters Arjun Erigaisi.

top spot with 24 points.
Praggnanandhaa, on
other hand did not have
the best of the days and
could manage only four
draws against compatriot
B Adhiban, Vietnam’s
Quang Liem Le, Czech

Republic’s David Navara and Hans Nieman
of USA to accumulate a
total of 19 points after 12
rounds be in joint fourth
position with Germany
Vi n c e nt Ke y m e r a n d
Poland’s Duda.

SHOT IN THE ARM

INDIA TO HOST MAIDEN MOTOGP RACE IN 2023
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

India will host its first ever
MotoGP World Cup Championship race in 2023,
in what will be a major
shot in the arm for Indian
Motorsports.
Named as the ‘Grand Prix
of Bharat’, the race will be
held at the Buddh International Circuit, Greater Noida and will see riders from

as many as 19 countries will
participate in the event.
Buddh International Circuit last hosted the international event-Formula 1
Indian Grand Prix, held
for three consecutive years
from 2011 till 2013- and now
will host the maiden MotoGp race at home. Carlos
Ezpeleta MD, Drona Sports,
commercial rights holder of
Moto GP said,
“Well we know that India

is a hub and we pretty sure
that we will find many more
fans of this MotoGP here we
are delighted to be part of
India now and soon we will
turn this into reality.”
“We have a long way
programme and a vision
for this. We knew that F1
packed up soon from India but we will come here
with a great plan and we
hope this race goes long,”
he added.
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opening T20I

India set record total against
England, Kaur unbeaten on 143
TDG NETWORK
Canterbury

I

ndia posted a record total with the help of the
Indian captain’s fifth
ODI century and Harleen
Deol’s maiden ODI fifty in
the second ODI match of the
series against England on
Wednesday.
Captain Harmanpreet led
from the front and played an
innings of a lifetime helping
India set a record chase for
England. India ended their
first innings with 333 runs
with the help of brilliant innings from Kaur, Harleen
Deol and Mandhana. After
being invited to bat first by
England, India lost opener
Shafali Verma in the second over, as the batter once
again failed to secure a big
inning. The batter struck
two boundaries in the first
over and looked set for a big
score but was clean bowled
by Kate Cross.
Kate made an excellent
start to her 50th ODI, dismissing Shafali in her first
over for eight runs, leaving
India at 12/1 in the second
over of the match.

Harmanpreet Kaur plays a shot during the 2nd ODI match between England Women and India Women at The Spitfire Ground in
Canterbury on Wednesday.

Yastika Bhatia made
her way to the crease and
stitched an important 54run partnership with the
in-form Smriti Mandhana
to deny any wicket to the
hosts till the 10th over, taking the score a healthy 60/1
at the 10-over mark. Both the
batters kept the scoreboard
ticking at a good rate, scoring
boundaries regularly.
Mandhana in the process
also completed 3000 ODI
runs and became the fastest
Indian woman to get there.
Charlotte Dean then dismissed Yastika Bhatia in
the 12th over to give Eng-

land a much-needed breakthrough, as the pair looked
threatening to take the game
away from the hosts.
Dean took a superb catch of
her own bowling to dismiss
Bhatia for a score of 26 from
34 deliveries and left India
at 66/2 in the 12th over of the
innings.
The wicket of Bhatia
brought the Indian captain
at the wicket. She was involved in a 33-run stand with
Mandhana, before Sophie
Ecclestone stuck the pad of
the opener.
Smriti missed the ball
while attempting a sweep,

eighth edition

which saw her downfall in
the 20th over.
The southpaw played yet
another handy knock of
40 runs from 51 deliveries,
involving one six and four
boundaries. Indian total at
the end of the 20th over was
104/3, with Harleen Deol
joining the Indian captain.
The duo resorted to an attacking approach and did
not allow the English bowlers to settle down with their
line and lengths.
Both the batters played
some eye-pleasing shots and
took the Indian total over the
200-run mark in the 40th
over.
Kaur reached her half-century in style as she deposited
the ball over the mid-wicket
boundary with her signature
slog sweep shot.
The Indian captain
clinched her 18th ODI fifty in
the 37th over of the match of
Dean’s bowling. Her batting
partner Deol also followed
in the footsteps of the captain and secured her maiden
ODI fifty with a conservative
single towards mid-wicket in
the next over.

Just as the duo was set to
go bonkers in the final 10
overs, Deol played walked
across the stumps and
played a flick to a slower
ball, but was unable to clear
the fence. Wyatt standing at
square leg finished the catch.
Deol departed after playing
a fine innings of 58 from 72
ball, including two sixes and
five boundaries.
Kaur and Deol shared a
113-run stand for the fourth
wicket to put India in the
driver’s seat.
At the 40-over mark, India’s score read 212/4 setting
a tremendous platform for
the batters to exploit the last
phase of the match.
Pooja Vastrakar joined
Kaur who looked determined to plunder the English bowlers at the fag end of
the innings.
Vastrakar played aggressive shots along with the
captain to take India past
the 250-run mark in the 45th
over. Both players put their
foot down on the pedal and
looked to score quick runs,
dismantling the English attack.

Mini-Olympics

India to open Women’s Asia Cup M.M. Somaya will root
campaign against Sri Lanka
for Maharashtra to win
National Games

TDG NETWORK
Mumbai

India will open their campaign against Sri Lanka in the
ACC Women’s T20 Championship 2022 scheduled to be
played in Sylhet, Bangladesh
from October 1-15.
The squad for the same has
been announced with Harmanpreet Kaur leading the
side while Smriti Mandhana
will act as her depury. Players like Shafali Verma, Richa
Ghosh, Sneh Rana, Dayalan
Hemalatha, Meghna Singh,
Renuka Thakur, Radha
Yadav and KP Navgire will
be representing the nation
for the first time ever in a
Women’s Asia Cup. Taniya
Bhatia, Simran Dil Bahadur
have been named as standby
players. Asian Cricket Council’s President Jay Shah announced the schedule of the
eighth edition of the Women
Asia Cup 2022. The tournament is scheduled to start
from October 1 and will see
seven teams playing for the
coveted cup with the final
scheduled to be played on
October 15.
The tournament will feature
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Malaysia, UAE and
Bangladesh. Bangladesh is set
to host the tournament and
the matches will be played
at the Sylhet International
Cricket Stadium.
India will play a total of six

TDG NETWORK
AHMEDABAD

India Women’s cricket team.

matches in a round-robin format before the semi-finals is
decided and will hope to
make it to the finals of the
tournament. Jay Shah stated
that the tournament is the
first one in which seven teams
will be participating. He also
mentioned the all-female
tournament in which the
umpires and match referees
will also be female officials.
“For the first time in the history, 7 women’s teams will be
participating in a complete
round robin format which
we anticipate will be a great
boost to the ACC associate teams. We are also very
pleased to note that the tournament will be conducted in
line with ACC’s vision for
women’s cricket. The ACC,
with this vision in mind, is
constantly striving toward
being more inclusive. The
2022 edition of the Women’s
Asia Cup will therefore see
more embedded female par-

ticipation. For the first time
ever, an ACC tournament will
see an all-female presence
on the playing field, with the
women’s tournament being
slated to have only female
umpires and female match
referees. As an organization,
we hope to continue to take
steps to strengthen the sport
by highlighting female talent
in every avenue,” ACC President Jay Shah stated.
The Indian women’s team
is right now competing with
the England team in an ODI
series in England.
India’s squad: Harmanpreet
Kaur (Captain), Smriti Mandhana (vice-captain), Deepti
Sharma, Shafali Verma, Jemimah Rodrigues, Sabbineni
Meghana, Richa Ghosh
(wicket-keeper), Sneh Rana,
Dayalan Hemalatha, Meghna
Singh, Renuka Thakur, Pooja
Vastrakar, Rajeshwari Gayakwad, Radha Yadav, KP
Navgire.

Former India hockey captain and 1980 Olympic gold medallist MM Somaya is rooting for Maharashtra to emerge as
champions of 36th National Games that got underway in
Surat on Tuesday. “Services are no doubt defending champions but in last seven years a lot has changed,” Somaya
pointed out, when asked to pick his best bet for the Games.
“Maharashtra, however, has good medal prospects in several disciplines and will begin as my favourites,” he added.
The three-time Olympian (1980, 1984 and 1988), who was
an elegant right half-back in his prime, however, concedes
that Haryana, Punjab and Kerala, who have been dominating the medals table in recent years, cannot be ignored.
“Gujarat, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka will
also get their share of the shiny metal since some very good
work has been done by all of them at the grassroots level,”
he pointed out, predicting an intense battle at the top.
The Mumbai-based Coorgi will keenly be following the
action in hockey but doesn’t want to reveal his picks for the
Men’s and Women’s gold medals. “I will be watching hockey
closely. But I like football and athletics too and will be eagerly following them as well,” Somaya stated.
For someone who never got the chance to play in the
National Games, the recently retired executive director of
Bharat Petroleum (BPCL), is delighted that the Games are
being held again. “They are the showpiece sporting event of
the country and are like a virtual mini-Olympics,” he said.
Pointing out that the Games must be held impeccably, with
the best facilities for the athletes, he said “The event should
have the grandeur normally associated with the Olympic
Games so that athletes are enthused to perform to the best
of their abilities.” “I gather that the Gujarat state has put
together world-class infrastructure and I am certain that
they will conduct the National Games in a befitting manner,” he opined.
Lauding the “enormous effort” of the organising committee and the state government in getting the show together in
three months, Somaya concluded, “I wish to compliment all
those involved and wish them (and the athletes) all success
in the conduct of these Games.”

You cannot drop so
many catches against
Australia: R. Sharma
TDG NETWORK
new delhi

India’s build-up to the T20
World Cup began on a disappointing note as they
went down to Australia in
the opening T20I at the IS
Bindra Stadium in Mohali
on Tuesday.
Set a huge target of 209,
Australia chased it down
comfortably with four wickets and four balls to spare.
While the batters did their
job exceptionally well, it was
the bowling and fielding unit
that disappointed yet again.
While all the bowlers apart
from Axar Patel went for
plenty in the match, it was a
horrific show of the fielding
unit especially that cost the
Men in Blue dear.
India dropped three catches in total against Australia,
out which two were crucial
of Cameron Green and Matthew Wade, both of whom
went on to play a huge role
in scripting a memorable
win for the Aussies. While
Green was dropped on 42
and went on to make 61 off
just 30 balls, Wade played a
terrific knock of 45 off just
21 balls at the backend of
the innings to take Australia
home.
Axar Patel spilled an easy
catch of Green in the deep
midwicket off Hardik Pandya’s bowling, while KL
Rahul dropped Steve Smith
in the long off. Despite
these setbacks, India made
a comeback and were in for
the kill only for Harshal Patel making a comeback to the

Axar Patel

squad after an injury lay-off
dropped Wade on the follow through in the 18th over
which was the last nail in the
coffin for India. Wade and
debutant Tim David combined together to plunder 22
runs in that particular over.
And just like other experts,
former India international
and selector Saba Karim
and Virat’s Kohli coach Rajkumar too blamed India’s
woeful fielding for their disappointing loss.
Talking during a cricket
special show on India News
presented by Dafanews,
Sharma said, “Obviously
when you are playing against
such a quality side like Aus-

tralia, you cannot be dropping so many catches. If you
give them chances like this,
then it is a given that they
would run away with the
match.”
“You just can’t do that with
Australia especially when
your bowling attack is not
up to the mark. You do not
have bowlers who can consistently clock 150 plus and
then couple it with such
horrible fielding, there is
absolutely no chance that
you could win. The fielding
and the head coach needs to
think about this and organise a special fielding camp or
something to sort this out,”
he added.

Award ceremony

Rafael Nadal puts
speculation to rest, says
will not retire soon
his fourth round loss at the
US Open earlier this month,
TDG NETWORK
Madrid

Putting all speculations to
rest, 23-time Grand Slam
champion Rafael Nadal has
told that he will not retire
from tennis just yet and intends to carry on playing
tennis till he is able to continue doing so.
Nadal made the statement
during an award ceremony
in Madrid where he was
bestowed with the Camino
Real award by Spain’s King
Felipe.
Nadal has been going
through chronic foot injury
and made headlines after

when
he said he would need to
fix a few things and was not
sure about when he would
be back on the tour.
However, his recent statement will bring a smile to all
the tennis fans across the
world.
“ The intention is
to continue carrying
Spain’s name around
the world while I am still active and competing,” Nadal
said putting to rest all the
assumptions regarding his
retirement.

Rafael Nadal

fifth ODI century

national games

It is great that we are going to play in such a fantastic arena:
Gnanasekaran Sathiyan
TDG NETWORK
Surat

Star Indian paddler Gnanasekaran Sathiyan has given a thumbsup to the way the 36th National
Games is being held and have
lauded the efforts of Gujarat Government in organizing the multidiscipline world sporting spectacle
at a world class level.
In an exclusive chat with India
News Gujarat, the country’s highest ranked table tennis player said,
“I am very happy to be here in Surat for the National Games. The
way the event is being organized

is at par with international events
and I am delighted that I could be
a part of this event.”
The table tennis competition of
the Games has been preponed
and is being held in Surat ahead
of the official opening ceremony
on September 29th due to players’
international commitment.
Speaking on the infrastructure
for the table tennis event and the
event as a whole, Sathiyan said,
“I have played here before and
won medals as well. The 2015
Commonwealth Championships
were held here and to be honest
this is a world class venue. They

Star Indian paddler Gnanasekaran Sathiyan

should make this venue exclusive
for table tennis events in the country. It is great that we are able to
play in such a great and fantastic
arena. Everyone will definitely
enjoy playing here and I hope all
the top players play to the best of
their abilities here.”
Gujarat as a state is famous for its
hospitality and Sathiyan wants to
use this opportunity of playing in
Surat to explore the famous places
in Surat as well as dig into the savories that Gujarat is famous for.
“Obviously I have heard a lot
about Gujarat and Surat in particular from my teammate (Harmeet

Desai) who is from here. Gujarati
food is famous all over the country
and it is a really great opportunity
for me to try out the dishes here.
So, obviously since we are here for
the event, hopefully I would get to
visit famous places and try out different food on offer here in Surat,”
the 2022 Commonwealth Games
men’s team gold medalist said.
India has definitely become a
force to reckon with on the global
stage and Sathiyan feels that a lot
of credit for it goes to the Government of India and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s active involvement in the sports sector.

“The kind of support that we get
from the government is outstanding and it has changed our outlook
towards the government. We have
been getting a lot of support from
the government and have helped
us a lot in winning international
medals for India. Even our Prime
Minister Narendra Modi speaks
to athletes individually and is always ready to support us which
is a huge motivating factor for all
the athletes of the country. And
I am sure if the support continues, we will very soon start doing
well at the Olympics as well,” he
concluded.

