
A day after the mas-
sive crackdown on 
Popular Front of 

India (PFI), the Nationa In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) 
revealed that office bearers, 
members and cadres of the 
outfit were involved in radi-
calizing and recruiting Mus-
lim youth to join proscribed 
organisations like Islamic 
States (ISIS). 

NIA also accused the PFI 
leaders and cadres of “con-
spiring and raising or col-
lecting funds from within 
India and abroad for com-
mitting or getting commit-
ted terrorist acts in various 

parts of India including 
states of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, 
and Delhi”. 

The revelations came as 
the NIA shared the informa-
tion while seeking remand 
of accused arrested a day 
ago in its first-ever mega 
operation against the PFI on 
Thursday. 

“In pursuance to the con-
spiracy, the accused persons 
are also involved in acts pre-
paratory to the commission 
of terrorist acts using weap-
ons, with an intention to 
strike terror in the minds of 
the general public,” the NIA 
informed a special court cit-
ing its First Information Re-

port it registered on 13 April 
this year as per direction of 
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA).  

The NIA registered the 
case against several PFI 
leaders Under sections 120 
and 153A of the Indian Pe-
nal Code, 1860 and sections 
17, 18, 18B, 20, 22B, 38 and 39 
of Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act, 1967. The case 
was registered by the Delhi 
branch of the NIA.  

The NIA categorically 
mentioned in the remand 
copy of the accused how “in 
pursuance to the conspira-
cy, they (PFI leaders, office 
bearers and others) were 
involved in radicalizing and 

recruiting Muslim youth to 
join proscribed organisa-
tions like ISIS”. 

“Criminal violent acts 
carried out by PFI such as 
chopping off the hand of 
a college professor, cold-
blooded killings of persons 
associated with organisa-
tions espousing the other 
faiths, collection of explo-
sives to target prominent 
people and places, support 
to Islamic State and destruc-
tion of public property have 
had a demonstrative effect of 
striking terror in the minds 
of the citizens,” said the 
NIA.  

One of the PFI cadres Ya-
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah holds a mace during 
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The National Investigation Agency tells the court PFI 
was recruiting and radicalisingMuslim youth in India. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Friday said that the construction of 
the Sardar Sarovar Dam in Gujarat 
was stalled for years by “urban Nax-
als” and “anti-development elements” 
and noted that the standard of living 
of citizens cannot be improved without 
the creation of modern infrastructure. 

The Prime Minister, who inaugurat-
ed the National Conference of Environ-
ment Ministers in Ekta Nagar, Gujarat, 
via video conferencing, said the effort 
should be that no needless objections 
are created in the name of the environ-
ment in the path of ease of living and 
ease of doing business. He pointed out 
that it took decades to complete the 
construction of the Sardar Sarovar 
Dam due to the “conspiracies” carried 
out in the name of the environment. 

The Prime Minister identified the role 
of urban Naxals in “hindering the de-
velopment” of India by taking crores of 
rupees from different global organiza-
tions and foundations. 

The Prime Minister said that Sardar 
Sarovar Dam was initiated by India’s 
first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 
but urban Naxals came to the fore and 
some others outside the country joined 
them, there was a lot of campaign that 
it is against the environment and it was 
stopped repeatedly. 
“The work that was initiated by Neh-
ruji was completed during my tenure. 
How much money of the country was 
wasted? Today the same Ekta Nagar is 
an environment pilgrimage place. How 
many lies were spread? And these ur-
ban Naxals are not quiet today, they 
are playing their games today. Their 
lies have been caught but they are not 

As many as 500 people were arrested and 
400 others put under preventive deten-
tion on Friday in connection with violent 
protests during the twelve-hour strike in 
Kerala called by PFI to protest the arrest 
of the organisation’s leaders. 

Petrol bomb was also hurled at the RSS 
office in Mattannur. According to reports, 
two persons on a scooter hurled a petrol 
bomb at the Sangh office which resulted 
in the shattering of window panes. 
“500 people have been arrested in con-
nection with that and 400 more have been 
put under preventive detention in connec-
tion with a hartal called by the Popular 
front of India (PFI). An incident of stone 
pelting was also reported at the RSS office 
at Mattanur,” the ADGP, Law and Order, 
Vijay Sakhare said. 

The ADGP also gave details of another 
incident where arrests were made for car-
rying an explosive device.  “In another case, 
two persons on motorcycle with a bomb 

Three people, including re-
sort owner and BJP leader 
Vinod Arya’s son Pulkit 
Arya, were arrested on Fri-
day in connection with the 
alleged killing of Ankita 
Bhandari, who had gone 
missing about six days ago.

A search is on for the 
body of the 19-year-old re-
ceptionist who worked at 
the resort. The police said 
that the accused confessed 
to having pushed her into 
a canal after a dispute and 
she drowned. Pulkit Arya 

Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot on Friday 

confirmed his candidature 
for the upcoming Congress 
president election and said 
that Rahul Gandhi has 
made it clear that “no mem-

ber of the Gandhi fam-
ily” would become the next 
party chief. 

Speaking to the media, 
Gehlot, who is in Kerala to 

take part in the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra, said, “I said earlier 
that I will request him (Ra-
hul Gandhi) to accept this 

Senior Congress leader 
Ashok Gehlot has not yet 
made it clear as to when he 
would quit the post of Chief 
Minister of Rajasthan once 
he gets elected as the Presi-

dent of the party.
While talking to the me-

dia, Gehlot says that he will 
strengthen Congress at the 
national level so that it can 
fight the communal forces. 
But he does not say even 
a single word about when 
he will resign as CM in the 

event of becoming the Con-
gress president. He leaves 
it to Sonia Gandhi to take a 
call on this.

Meanwhile, after Rahul 
Gandhi’s assertion that the 
party will follow “one per-
son, one post”, the politics 
for a new CM in Rajasthan 

has heated up. Former PCC 
chief Sachin Pilot’s sup-
porters added grist to the 
rumour mill saying that he 
is going to get the CM post. 
There was a strong buzz in 
the media about Sachin’s 
elevation as well. But noth-

RUPEE FAllS TO 
lIFETImE lOw, 
bREAChES 81 mARk 
MuMbai: indian rupee fell to an 
all-time low against the uS dollar 
on Friday, breaching the 81 mark, 
as the greenback strengthened 
on the back of the Federal 
Reserve repo rate hike. The local 
currency was trading at 80.998 
at 4 pm iST, and was trading at 
80.856 vs dollar in the afternoon. 
Globally, the dollar has surged 
over the past few days as the uS 
Fed has signalled a longer-than-
expected tightening cycle. at 
09:25 am iST on Friday, the local 
currency was trading at 81.13. 

‘REmAIN vIGIlANT’: 
mEA ADvISORy TO 
INDIANS IN CANADA
OTTawa: india on Friday issued 
an advisory for indian nationals 
and students in Canada to 
remain vigilant amid increas-
ing incidents of crimes and 
anti-india activities in the country. 
in a statement, the Ministry 
of External affairs (MEa) said 
indian missions in Canada have 
taken up these incidents with 
the Canadian authorities and 
requested them to probe these 
crimes. “There has been a sharp 
increase in incidents of hate 
crimes, sectarian violence and 
anti-india activities in Canada. 

AUTO-TAxI STRIkE 
IN mUmbAI FROm 26 
SEPTEmbER 
MuMbai: amid the ongoing fuel 
price hike, the taxi- rickshaw and 
drivers association warned about 
the possibility of going on strike 
as they demanded an incre-
ment in the fares on Friday. The 
representatives will be meeting 
with the industries Minister uday 
Samant in the Mantralay. The 
association warned of going on 
a strike from September 26 if 
their demands go unfulfilled. 

“The Mumbai Taximen’s union, 
Mumbai Taxi association and au-
torickshaw unions have decided 
to go on indefinite strike from 
26th September 2022 in protest 
against the failure to honour the 
committment made by industrial 
Minister, Maharashtra State 
uday Samant.

top of the day

The Congress Party elec-
tions slated for 17 October 
could well become a tri-
corner contest. According 
to sources, Manish Tewari, 
Lok Sabha MP and one of 
the party’s most articulate 
voices in parliament, could 
also throw his hat into the 
ring. While Manish is yet to 
make up his mind, he is said 
to be seriously mulling his 
candidature. 

A former youth congress 
president as well as an 

ex-NSUI Chief, he is an or-
ganisational man who has 
worked his way up the party 

rung and is not a lateral en-
try like Shashi Tharoor.  

Although  the Gandhis 
have maintained that they 
will not interfere in the poll 
process and remain ‘neutral’ 
it is amply clear that Ashok 
Gehlot has both their bless-
ings as well as their ‘nod’. A 
Gehlot win will not surprise 
any Congress watcher but 
having said that, the process 
itself is not to be discounted. 
For one, it is an opportunity 
to spark some pretty ani-
mated debates on the nature 
& ideology of the Congress 
party and the road ahead. If 
the party is to change, then 
these are important issues 

Taking on Bihar Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar in the 
first ever rally since BJP’s 
split with JD(U), Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, 
who is on a two-day visit to 
Bihar, on Friday said, “Nit-
ish Kumar betrayed BJP to 
sit on Lalu Prasad Yadav’s 
lap. Can Nitish Kumar be-
come the prime minister by 
changing political alliances? 
The Home Minister said 
this while addressing a rally 
in Purnea.  
“The BJP showed nobility 
because Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi promised you 
the CM post. But, when the 

Lok Sabha elections came 
around the corner, you 
betrayed us to become the 
next prime minister. The 
people of Bihar know you. 
They gave you the benefit 
of the doubt, but now they 
know you,” he added. Shah 
said that the people of the 
state will “wipe out the La-
lu-Nitish duo” in the 2024 
general elections and the 
party will come to power in 
the state in 2025. 

Shah further said, “In 
2014, you (Bihar CM Nit-
ish Kumar) only had 2 LS 
seats, ‘naa ghar ke rahe the, 
naa ghaat ke’. Let the 2024 
LS elections come, the Bi-
har public will wipe out the 

After allowing the amend-
ment in the petition, the 
Bombay High Court on Fri-
day ruled in favour of the 
Shiv Sena and allowed the 
Uddhav Thackeray faction 
to hold the Dussehra rally 
at the Shivaji Park. Dusseh-
ra will be celebrated on 5 
October. 

The tussle between the 
Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde-led fac-
tion and former Chief Min-
ister Uddhav Thackeray-led 
faction was in full pace for 
weeks and the decision 
came only after thorough 

brawls came to the fore. 
Shiv Sena leader Anil Parab 
confirmed the development 
and said that the permis-
sion was given for a dura-
tion of five days starting 2 
October. 
“Today High Court decided 
that Shiv Sena’s Dussehra 
rally will be held at Shivaji 
Park. It’s been happening 
since 1966. We presented 
Shiv Sena’s history before 
the court. The HC rejected 
law and order situation 
raised by BMC. Shiv Sena 
has permission to hold a 
rally from October 2 to 6,” 
said Parab. He also stressed 
about the ongoing turbu-
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thirD canDiDate? 

in uttarakhanD

500 arrested, 400 detained after 
violent PFI protests in Kerala 

Gehlot to quit CM post as per his 
convenience, on his terms  

gehlot confirms his canDiDature as 
party chief, says ‘no ganDhi in the fray’ 

manish tewari to contest for congress 
President? 

is the son 
of former 

Uttarakhand 
m i n i s t e r  a n d 
BJP leader Vinod 

Arya.
According to Uttara-

khand Chief  Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami, the 
strictest punishment will 
be given for such crimes.
“It’s unfortunate. The po-
lice are working. They have 
done their work by making 
the arrests. Strictest pun-

ishment would be given for 
such heinous crimes, who-
ever the criminal may be,” 
he said.

Uttarakhand Director 
General of Police (DGP) 
Ashok Kumar told ANI 
that the resort owner, Pul-
kit Arya, has been arrested 
along with two more ac-
cused in the case.
“The girl went missing five 
or six days back. The area 
of the resort didn’t come 
under the regular police 

station area. 
There is a Patwari police 

system here and an FIR 
was registered under that 
on behalf of the resort own-
er,” he said.
“The DM handed over the 
case to Laxman Jhula Po-
lice, who worked out the 
case within 24 hours. The 
resort owner turned out to 
be the accused. Three ac-
cused, including the resort 
owner, Pulkit, have been 
arrested,” he added.

bJp leaDer’s son arresteD for 
murDer of 19-year-olD woman

that need 
to be debated. 

Both Manish 
and Shashi Tha-

roor are signatories to the 
G23 letter and have been 
advocating greater transpar-
ency and a more democratic 
set up within the party. Also, 
while Tharoor’s appeal is 
limited to an English speak-
ing and mostly urban audi-
ence, Manish is fluent in 
both Hindi and English and 

also represents Punjab, a 
state in North India. While 
Gehlot too fits both the lin-
guistic and geographical 
criteria, he remains an es-
tablishment man and will 
not shake the boat with any 
revolutionary suggestions 
that challenge the Gandhis’ 
hold on the party.  
Already the battle lines 

are being drawn between 
Gehlot and any other con-
testant, with Congress 

spokesman Gourav Vallabh 
hitting out at Tharoor on 
twitter. One can expect the 
same towards any other 
candidate who takes on 
the choice of the establish-
ment, because this is one 
way for Congress leaders 
to showcase their loyalty to 
the High Command. This 
kind of surround noise will 
only drown out any positive 
debate that may take place 
during the canvassing, and 

it can be argued that this is 
one election where the pro-
cess is more important than 
the result itself. 

The window for filing 
nominations is from Sep-
tember 24 to 30 and each 
candidate needs 10 PCC del-
egates to propose his or her 
candidature. Manish is cur-
rently in Punjab, meeting his 
supporters and chalking out 
his plan of action. A decision 
is expected soon. 

sir Arafath alias 
Yasir Hasan and 
others named in 
the FIR are also 

accused of their involve-
ment in providing training 
to their members and others 
to commit terrorist acts. 

“The accused persons are 
also involved in promot-

ing enmity among different 
groups and thereby causing 
communal disharmony in 
the society through social 
media and other platforms,” 
said the NIA. 

On Thursday, NIA, ED and 
state police forces arrested 
106 PFI leaders, cadres and 
others on Thursday during 

searches carried out across 
India. The NIA carried out 
searches in 93 locations in 
15 states of Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh, Telengana, Uttar 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Delhi, 
Assam, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Goa, West 
Bengal, Bihar and Manipur.

Lalu-Nitish duo. 
We’re, with a full 
majority, going to 

come to power here in 2025 
polls”. “Bihar public gave 
you (CM Nitish Kumar) the 
benefit of the doubt for long, 
now they know that neither 
Lalu’s party nor your party 
will come this time. Only 
PM Modi’s lotus will bloom 
in Bihar this time,” he add-
ed. 

Shah said that Nitish Ku-
mar does not favour any 

political ideology, and can 
join hands with any party 
to stay in power. “Nitish 
Kumar is not in favour of 
any political ideology. Nit-
ish ji can leave socialism 
and go with Lalu ji also, can 
do casteist politics. Nitish 
ji can leave socialism and 
sit with the Left, Congress. 
He may also leave RJD and 
join BJP. Nitish has only one 
policy - my chair should 
remain intact,” he said. 
T h e  H o m e  M i n i s t e r 

said that there is a dan-
ger of  “ ’Jungle-raj ’  is 
looming over  Bihar ” . 

“I’d like to ask Nitish Kumar 
and new minister Lalan 
Singh if people engaging 
in the fodder scam became 
ministers in your cabinet, 
how will you catch them? 
And then he’s (CM) attempt-
ing to think of banning CBI 
under Lalu’s pressure. The 
danger of ‘Jungle-raj’ looms 
over Bihar,” he said.

willing to 
accept and 

they now get po-
litical patronage 
of some people,” 

the Prime Minister said. 
The Prime Minister also 

pointed out the conspira-
cies of such people due to 
which the World Bank had 
refused to give a loan to in-
crease the height of the dam. 

“It took some time to thwart 
these conspiracies, but the 
people of Gujarat came out 
victorious. The dam was be-
ing described as a threat to 
the environment, and today 
the same dam has become 
synonymous with protect-
ing the environment,” the 
Prime Minister added. He 
also urged everyone to stay 
alert from such groups of 
urban Naxals in their re-
spective states. 
“To impede India’s prog-
ress, some global institu-
tions, some foundations 
catch such favourite topics 

and create a storm and these 
urban Naxals take up them 
and roadblocks are created,” 
he said. 

The Prime Minister re-
iterated that more than 
6000 proposals for envi-
ronmental clearance and 
6500 applications for forest 
clearance are lying with the 

states. “Efforts should be 
made by the states to clear 
every proper proposal soon. 
You can guess that due to 
this pendency, projects 
worth thousands of crores 
of rupees will be stuck.”, he 
added. 

The Prime Minister also 
emphasised the need to 

bring about a change in the 
work environment so that 
the pendency goes down 
and clearance is expedited. 
The Prime Minister further 
added that in giving envi-
ronmental clearance, “we 
also take care of the rules 
and give priority to the de-
velopment of the people of 
that area”. 
“It is a win-win situation for 
both the economy and ecol-
ogy. It should be our endeav-
our that by raising the name 
of the environment unnec-
essarily, no obstacle should 
be allowed to be created in 
the quest of Ease of Living 
and Ease of Doing Business. 
We have to remember that 
the faster the environment 
clearance is available, the 
faster the development will 
also take place.”
“Today’s new India is mov-
ing ahead with new think-
ing, new approach,” he said. 
He said India is a rapidly de-
veloping economy, and it is 

continuously strengthening 
its ecology as well. “Our for-
est cover has increased and 
wetlands are also expanding 
rapidly”, he said. 

The Prime Minister re-
marked that the world is 
joining India because of its 
track record of fulfilling its 
commitments. 
“Lions, tigers, elephants, 
one-horned rhinos and leop-
ards have increased in num-
bers over the years. New ex-
citement has returned from 
the homecoming of Cheetah 
in Madhya Pradesh a few 
days ago,” he said. 

Drawing attention to the 
net zero target for the year 
2070, the Prime Minister 
said that the focus of the 
country is on green growth 
and green jobs. He stressed 
the need to maintain equi-
librium with nature and 
highlighted the role of the 
environment ministries of 
the states in achieving these 
goals. 

PFI India recruiter of 
ISIS, terror groups: NIA 

nitish betrayeD bihar, can he 
become pm like this, asks amit shah

Urban Naxals are ‘anti-development’, 
get political patronage: PM Modi 

bombay hc allows uDDhav-leD 
sena to holD Dussehra rally 

lence 
around the “real 
Shiv Sena” and 
highlighted the 

court’s take on it. 
“Sada Sarvankar filed an 
intervention petition be-
fore HC seeking objection 
on which faction is the real 
Shiv Sena. 

HC said it’s not their 
right (to decide) but the 
Supreme Court and Elec-
tion Commission of In-
dia’s right,” he added. 
He also listed the Sena’s 
stance to approach the apex 
court and said, “We’ll see in 
Supreme Court, will fight 
there too.” 

The BMC had refused to 
give permission to the two 

factions for holding the ral-
ly, based on the local police’s 
report which said that the 
event may cause law and or-
der problems in the area. 

Shiv Sena has been hold-
ing the rally on Dussehra 
every year since 1966. The 
event is significant this year 
as Sena is now split up into 
two factions and the rally 
was not held in 2020 and 
2021 due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

Uddhav Thackeray, in Au-
gust, took a dig at Shinde, 
stating the party is not sure 
whether it will get permis-
sion for the event. Thacker-
ay went on to say that what-
ever happens, he will hold 
a Dussehra rally at Shivaji 

Park 
“Shiv Sena’s Dussehra rally 
will be held at Shivaji Park 
in Mumbai. Shiv Sainiks 
from all over the state will 
reach for this rally. We do 
not know these technical 
things whether the govern-
ment will give permission 
or not. 

We will hold the rally. It 
doesn’t matter to us wheth-
er others will hold rallies or 
not. Shiv Sena has grown 
not by traitors but by the 
blood of Shiv Sainiks,” 
Thackeray had said ad-
dressing workers of his par-
ty.  Thackeray had said that 
a lot is happening in Maha-
rashtra about which he will 
speak at the Dussehra rally. 

were arrested. Three 
more people were ar-

rested later. All the five have 
been arrested. Currently, the 
situation is normal and under 

control,” Sakhare said. 
A day after PFI leaders were arrested 

in massive nationwide raids by the 
National Investigation Agency (NIA) 
and other agencies, the controversial 
organisation had called for a dawn-to 
dusk shutdown on Friday. 

The hartal (strike) started at 6 am and 
will continue for 12 hours till 6 pm, in-
formed a protester. 

According to the police, stone-pelting 
incidents were reported at various 
places in the state during the protest. 
Visuals showed the protestors pelting 
stones at the Kerala State Transport 
Corporation (KSRTC) bus at Pana-
maram village in Wayanad district. 
The bus was going to Kozhikode. KSRTC 
buses were also attacked in Kozhikode, 
Kochi, Alappuzha and Kollam. 
“Two miscreants on a bike at Pallim-
ukku in the Kollam district abused 
police officials and hit them after they 
attempted to stop them,” police said. 

The injured police officials identified 

as Antony and Nikhil have been admit-
ted to the hospital. The police said the 
accused will soon be taken into custody. 
In the state capital of Thiruvanantha-
puram, an auto rickshaw and a car were 
seen in a damaged state after being at-
tacked in Poonthura. In Kottayam, roads 
were seen deserted. 

A total of 106 Popular Front of India 
(PFI) cadres were arrested yesterday 
in a joint operation conducted by the 
National Investigation Agency, Enforce-
ment Directorate and state police forces 
across 15 states in the country’s multiple 
locations, according to the sources. 

i n g  l i ke 
that hap-

pened. Names of 
CP Joshi and BD 
Kalla also started 

doing the rounds.
Sources say that Gehlot 

will quit the post as per his 
convenience. Some say that 
he will continue till the Gu-
jarat polls. There are spec-
ulations that he will step 
down after presenting the 
budget. Gehlot’s plan is to 
present such a budget that 
the party could use his pro-
people schemes for the Lok 
Sabha polls. 
Amid all these specula-

tions, Gehlot was seen 
holding a meeting with Ra-
hul Gandhi in Kochi. The 
CM visited Sai Baba Man-
dir at Shirdi. It is said he 
took blessings for the new 
responsibility that he will 
take over. PCC chief Gov-
ind Singh Dotasra was also 
with him. Gehlot is said to 
have told the party MLAs 
that he will try to first per-
suade Rahul to accept the 
presidential post. If he does 

not agree, then he will fight 
the presidential poll. 

Late evening, Gehlot re-
turned to Jaipur from Shir-
di. He said that he would 
file his nomination but did 
not disclose when he would 
do it. He said that Congress 
has internal democracy and 
the poll will take place ac-
cordingly. After the election, 
we will work to strengthen 
the organisation down 
to block level, he added. 
Gehlot’s body language sig-
nalled that his wish would 
writ large in Rajasthan.  

Sachin Pilot has also 
reached Jaipur from Delhi 
amid the speculation that 
he will be given a chance. 
Sachin met Assembly 
Speaker C.P. Joshi, and 
started reaching out to 
MLAs. However, the path 
ahead is not easy for him. 
But the rebellion led by Sa-
chin against the Congress 
government in Rajasthan 
over two years ago is still 
fresh in the mind of the 
high command. The high 
command cannot forget 

the bid to topple the gov-
ernment with the help of 
rebels of the Congress.   

What the high command 
is also cautious about is 
that the BJP is keenly wait-
ing to exploit any such situ-
ation again. The arithmetic 
and equations do not fa-
vour Sachin. He does not 

fit in the caste equations. 
Moreover, the members of 
Rahul’s team like Jitendra 
Singh, Harish Choudhary 
and Raghu Sharma will 
also hardly support him. 
These leaders are also eye-
ing significant posts. Dotas-
ra is also one of the leaders 
whose names are doing the 

rounds for CM post.
More importantly, the 

Gandhi family is not in a 
position to do the experi-
ment like Punjab in Raj-
asthan. It seems the Gan-
dhis will have no other 
option but to accept what 
the Gehlot decides at the 
end of the day.

post when all the 
Congress  Com-

mittees are passing reso-
lutions in this regard. He 
made it clear that no one 

from the Gandhi family will be-
come the next chief. He said he has 
decided this due to some reasons, 

a non-Gandhi family member will 
become the party chief”. 

When asked if it is because of the 
BJP’s allegations of nepotism, he 
said, “Rahul Gandhi said it in 2019 
that he would work more without 
any post. 

He had said this in the working 

committee. He said that he still 
stands on his statement that he 
would work for the party without 
a post, as the party says.”  
“It’s decided that I’ll contest (for 
the post of Congress president). I’ll 
fix the date soon (to file his nomi-
nation). It’s a need for the Opposi-

tion to be strong, looking at the 
current position of the country,” he 
said while adding that Congress 
General Secretary Ajay Maken 
and party interim President Sonia 
Gandhi will decide the further pro-
ceedings “if he becomes the party 
president”. 

Ashok Gehlot at Shirdi temple on Friday. 

PM Narendra Modi greets during the National Conference 
of Environment Ministers being held in Ekta Nagar, Gujarat, 
through video conferencing, on Friday. (ANI Photo)
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BSF SeizeS 
5 kgS oF Silver 
ornamentS 
near india-
BangladeSh 
Border
NEW DELHI: The Border 
Security Force (BSF) has 
seized 5.036 kg of silver 
ornaments from West 
Bengal’s North 24 Par-
gana district while they 
were being smuggled 
across the India-Bangla-
desh border and appre-
hended one smuggler. 
The personnel of BSF’s 
112 Battalion under the 
South Bengal Frontier 
foiled smuggling at-
tempts and apprehend-
ed a person with 5.036 
kg of silver ornaments 
on Thursday near Border 
out Post Tarali. The 
estimated value of the 
seized silver is Rs 2.22 
lakh. The apprehended 
person was identified as 
Babu Sarkar, a resident 
of North 24 Parganas 
district.

artiSt 
arreSted For 
uploading 
oBScene 
pictureS oF  
ex-girlFriend 
NEW DELHI: Police 
said on Thursday that a 
sketch artist was arrest-
ed for allegedly upload-
ing nude pictures of his 
ex-girlfriend on social 
media, police said on 
Thursday.The accused 
was identified as Mohd 
Tanzeem Ahmad (22), 
a resident of Doranda 
in Jharkhand’s Ran-
chi. The victim lodged 
a complaint at Cyber 
North Police Station and 
in her complaint, she 
said that she was influ-
enced by his sketch art 
and an impressive count 
of followers on social 
media and entered into 
a relationship with the 
accused, whom she had 
met on Instagram in 
February this year. She 
started chatting with 
him and, after some 
time, at his insistence, 
shared her private 
pictures with him on 
Instagram.

lca tejaS haS 
world-claSS 
miSSileS: iaF 
oFFicial
COIMBATORE: The 
Commanding Officer 
of 45 squadrons of the 
Indian Air Force, also 
called Flying Daggers, 
Group Captain Syaman-
tak Roy, on Thursday 
said Light Combat 
Aircraft (LCA) Tejas is 
a very capable aircraft 
and is equipped with 
world-class missiles. 

“The Sular Air Force base 
lies in the centre of the 
southern peninsula, 
which ensures that we 
have reach not only over-
land towards the north 
and towards the east 
but also over the seas 
to the east, west, and to 
the south. That makes 
us a very capable aircraft 
in terms of projecting 
our combat force all 
over the country, “Roy 
told ANI here. The group 
captain further added 
that the kind of weapons 
that the aircraft carries 
are phenomenal, and 
that makes the combat 
capability of the aircraft 
tremendous and pretty 
lethal in its role.

top of the day

hindu-muSlim amity?

We discussed modernization, 
teaching Gita in madrasas with 
Muslim clerics: RSS leader

RSS leader Indresh Kumar 
detailed the conversation 
that took place in the meet-
ing with Muslim clerics and 
the RSS chief, mentioning 
that discussions were held 
on various topics, including 
modernization and teaching 
Gita in madrasas.

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat 
visited the Azad Market Ma-
drasa Tajweedul Quran in 
Old Delhi on Thursday and 
interacted with children. 
During his visit, All India 
Muslim Imam organisation 
chief Umar Ilyasi termed 
Bhagwat as the “father of the 
nation” and the head of the 
“largest social organization”.

Talking about the event, 
Kumar told the press, “Dr Il-
yasi had said to Mohan Bhag-
wat that he is ‘Rashtra Rishi,’ 
and that it was welcome, but 
when he called Bhagwat the 
father of the nation, Mohan 
Bhagwat ji immediately said 

that we are only the children 
of the nation.”

“What Ilyasi said is that our 
ways of worshipping God are 
different, but the biggest re-
ligion is humanity. It is true. 
We are all Indians first, and 
then comes our religion, lan-
guage, or party. So, if we be-
come Indians, only then can 
we become good citizens,” he 
added.

Kumar said that the Muslim 
clerics want to get to know 
the RSS, not through politi-
cians, but through direct dia-
logue with the organization.

“Muslim clerics have said 
that they do not want to un-
derstand RSS through the 
politicians or media, they 
want to have direct interac-
tion with us because they are 
patriots and disciplined,” he 
said, adding that the preach-
ers of various religions be-
lieve that the religious lead-
ers, politicians and media 
“incite people on religion and 
caste lines”.

The RSS leader said that 

the Muslim preachers also 
believe that it is the religious 
leaders who do not let the 
Muslims “live like Indians.”

“The Muslim preachers be-
lieve that the religious lead-
ers do not let them live like 
Indians, but only keep them 
as Muslims and exploit them. 
They use them as vote banks. 
They believe that there is no 
threat to their religion as they 
are free to do anything and 
pray,” he said.

Talking about the discus-
sions held between the RSS 
leaders and the Muslim cler-
ics in the meeting, Kumar 
said, “Discussions were held 
on respecting all methods of 
prayer. This would lead the 
nation towards progress and 
bolster brotherhood. Dis-
cussions were also held on 
respecting women, ending 
many problems in society.”

Kumar also mentioned the 
message by Bhagwat and said 
that the RSS chief has asked 
to respect all religions and 
women.
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petition

Satyendar Jain Money 
Laundering case transferred 
to another Judge

The Principal District and 
Sessions Court of Rouse Ave-
nue Courts on Friday allowed 
the Enforcement Directorate 
petition that sought the trans-
fer of a money laundering 
case related to Aam Aadmi 
Party MLA Satyendar Jain.

The Principal District and 
Sessions Judge Vinay Kumar 
Gupta on Friday agreed to 
transfer the Satyender Jain 
money laundering case to 
another judge and listed the 
matter afresh for hearing to-
day itself. The case has been 
transferred to Special Judge 
Vikas Dhull.

Earlier, it was heard at 
length by Special Judge 
Geetanjali Goel. On Thursday, 
during arguments of the ED, 
ASG SV Raju submitted that 
there was an attempt to seek 
medical bail by using false 
medical reports. The court 
didn’t take any action. He 
has been handling the Delhi 

prisons too as a minister and 
can use power, money, and 
influence.

“Satyendar Jain was also the 
jail minister. He spent most of 
the time in the hospital dur-
ing judicial custody. The med-
ical report was given as fake...
we gave all the documents to 
the court, but nothing hap-
pened,” ASG Raju added.

Appearing for Jain, Senior 
Advocate Kapil Sibal sub-
mitted that he was shifted to 
LNJP Hospital and, as per the 
jail manual, no violation was 
held.

When the same judge grant-
ed remand to Satyendar Jain, 
then it was fine.

An ED plea seeking the 
transfer of the case to another 
clearly shows a malafide con-
tention. The ground taken by 
the ED is totally vague.

Earlier, the court of District 
Judge had stayed Satyendar 
Jain’s trial after an ED plea 
sought transfer of the case 
and issued notice to all the 
accused persons.

TDG NETWORK
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vector-Borne diSeaSe

delhi witneSSeS’ huge Surge 
in dengue caSeS: expertS
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Amidst continued rainfall in 
the capital and NCR, dengue 
cases are once again on the 
rise and the experts are sug-
gesting early prevention of 
the vector-borne disease.

“Prevention of dengue 
is very important, as this 
disease is very dangerous 
and even fatal if not treated 
early,” said Dr. Y Suvarna, 
Senior Consultant, Pediatric 
and Neonatology at Rose-
walk Hospital. “Dengue is 
a mosquito-borne disease 
caused by the dengue virus. 
It presents in mild, severe, 
hemorrhagic forms,” Dr Su-
varna said, adding that it is 
important to understand the 
course of the disease.

Dr. Suvarna further ex-
plained the prevention by 
taking precautions to save 
one from mosquito exposure. 
He also suggested wearing 
clothes that cover the maxi-
mum area of the body.

“By reducing mosquito 
habitat, reducing breeding 
by removing stagnant water 
and using natural mosquito 
repellent can be helpful in the 
prevention of the disease,” he 
said.

Dr Suranjit Chatterjee, 
senior consultant (internal 
medicine) at Indraprastha 

Apollo Hospital, said, “Defi-
nitely the number of cases 
has gone up in the last five to 
seven days. So I am expecting 
that the cases will go up in the 
next couple of weeks. So we 
need to be careful about it. 
Because every year around 
this time, because of water 
logging and all that, the num-
ber of major cases goes up.”

“We have to keep ourselves 
away from the waterlogged 
places and should be aware 
that there is no stored water 
in the house because that is 
the place where the dengue 
mosquito breeds,” Dr. Chat-
terjee said.

Till September 17, a total of 
152 dengue cases have been 
recorded in this month itself, 
while 75 cases of dengue were 
reported in the entire month 
of August.

It is also the highest num-
ber of dengue cases logged 
during the January 1 to Sep-
tember 17 period since 2017, 
when the corresponding fig-
ure was 1,465. 

On the other hand, no 
deaths have been reported 
so far this year due to the 
disease. 

Moreover, 92 cases of ma-
laria and 17 cases of chikun-
gunya have been reported. 

According to MCD reports, 
in the month of September, 
43 cases of malaria and 3 

cases of chikungunya have 
been reported.

Earlier in June, there were 
32 cases of dengue in the 
national capital. MCD data 
shows that between January 
1 and June 25 this year, Delhi 
reported 134 dengue cases. 
Curiously, the monthly den-
gue cases since January have 
been the highest ever record-
ed since 2017, when the civic 
agency started proper book-
keeping. 

Last year, 9,613 dengue 
cases were recorded in the 
national capital, which was 
the highest number in the 
last five years.

Further, 4,431 cases were 
reported in 2016 and 4,726 
cases in 2017, while in 2018, 
the cases sharply dropped to 
2,798 cases and 2,036 cases 
were registered in 2019. 

In 2020, infections dropped 
nearly by 50% as a total of 
1,072 infections were re-
ported last year, the lowest 
in the period ranging from 
2016-2021. 

Meanwhile, last year, 23 
deaths were reported in the 
city, which was the highest 
since 2016.

In 2017 and 2016, a total of 
10 people died in the city. In 
the years that followed, four, 
two, and one death were re-
ported in 2018, 2019, and 
2020, respectively.

gurugram rainS

aSk employeeS to 
work From home: 
authoritieS 
TDG NETWORK
GURUGRAM

In view of the heavy rainfall 
alert on Friday, the Guru-
gram Disaster Management 
Authority has advised all 
corporate offices and private 
institutions in the district to 
guide employees to work from 
home to avoid traffic conges-
tion and to ensure repair 
work on roads and drains is 
carried out smoothly by civic 
agencies.

The authorities also advised 
closing all schools and col-
leges on Friday in the larger 
public interest. In view of the 
heavy rainfall prediction for 
the district of Gurugram on 
September 23, 2022, there 
are chances of waterlogging 
and traffic congestion. There-

fore, all corporate offices and 
private institutions in the 
district are advised to guide 
their employees to work from 
home on September 23, 2022, 
so that traffic congestion can 
be avoided and repair works 
on roads and drains can be 
carried out smoothly by civic 
agencies. In the larger public 
interest, all private educa-
tional institutions are advised 
to close their schools-colleges 
on September 23, 2022.

On Thursday, heavy rainfall 
led to waterlogging in several 
parts of Gurugram, causing 
traffic jams as police strug-
gled to decongest roads. Fol-
lowing this, pedestrians were 
compelled to walk through 
severely inundated lanes and 
main roads. 

cloSed down

noida SchoolS to 
remain Shut due to 
heavy rain
TDG NETWORK
NOIDA

In the wake of heavy rainfall 
in Noida, all government and 
private schools from classes 
1 to 8 in the city will remain 
closed on Saturday, District 
Magistrate Suhas L Yathraj 
informed.

The notification was issued 
after the weather department 
issued an alert due to rain in 
the region. The District Basic 
Education Officer of Aligarh 
district also ordered to close 
all schools on September 23 
and 24 in view of the heavy 
rainfall forecast.

“India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) has issued a 
warning that western UP will 
witness heavy rainfall. Admin 

is on alert,” said Sudhir Garg, 
Principal Secretary of the Rev-
enue Department.

On Thursday, parts of Ut-
tar Pradesh and the national 
capital region (NCR), includ-
ing Gautam Buddh Nagar, 
witnessed heavy rainfall 
throughout the day. 

Some areas of the state also 
reported losses of lives and 
property due to the heavy 
downpour. One child died 
and eight others were in-
jured in a wall collapse in-
cident following heavy rain 
in the district, and normal 
life was disrupted in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Firozabad.  “Dis-
trict administration provided 
immediate help and relief to 
the people affected by heavy 
rains. 

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department on 
Friday issued a yellow 

alert for rainfall in the na-
tional capital and cautioned 
the citizens about the same.

The yellow alert was issued 
after Delhi and its adjacent 
areas witnessed torrential 
rainfall for a second consec-
utive day on Thursday, alert-
ing the citizens to be pre-
pared for the next two-three 
days. This heavy downpour 
resulted in waterlogging at 
many places in Delhi and 
the National Capital Region.

Water logging and heavy 
rainfall had also brought the 
city’s transportation system 
to a halt, resulting in mas-
sive traffic jams throughout 
the region.

Meanwhile, RK Jenamani, 
senior scientist at IMD, has 
issued an orange alert for 
very heavy rainfall in Utta-
rakhand over the next two 
days.

“Orange alert for very 
heavy rainfall issued for Ut-

tarakhand from 23rd to 25th 
Sept. Rain is expected to in-
crease over western UP to-
morrow,” said RK Jenamani, 
senior scientist, IMD.

The weather forecast-
ing agency in its All India 
Weather Summary and 
Forecast said, “a western 
disturbance as a trough in 
mid-tropospheric westerlies 
run roughly, under whose 
influence, the current spell 
of rainfall is likely to contin-
ue over northwest India for 
next few days followed by a 
reduction thereafter.”

It said that widespread 
rainfall with isolated heavy 

falls is also expected to occur 
over Madhya Pradesh and 
Haryana on Friday.

“Fairly widespread/wide-
spread light/moderate 
rainfall with isolated heavy 
falls and thunderstorm/
lightning very likely over 
Madhya Pradesh and Hary-
ana on September 23rd; Ut-
tarakhand and West Uttar 
Pradesh on September 23rd-
25th; East Uttar Pradesh on 
September 23rs, 25th, and 
26th; and East Rajasthan 
on September 23rs and 24th 
September 2022.”

Isolated very heavy rainfall 
is also expected over West 

Uttar Pradesh, Assam and 
Meghalaya today, it added.

It also stated that wide-
spread light to moderate 
rainfall, with isolated heavy 
falls and thunderstorms 
or lightning, was expected 
over Arunachal Pradesh on 
Friday and Saturday.

The IMD also informed 
that the lowest minimum 
temperature of 20.8 degrees 
Celsius was reported on 
Thursday at Ridge (Delhi) 
over the plains while the 
maximum temperature was 
“marked below normal” 
(-5.1 degree Celsius or less) 
at most places in Haryana, 
Chandigarh, and Delhi.

Earlier on Thursday, an 
incessant spell of light to 
moderate rain drenched the 
national capital for the sec-
ond consecutive day.

The rainfall led to water-
logging and uprooting of 
trees that caused massive 
traffic snarls in many parts 
of the capital. Following this, 
pedestrians were compelled 
to walk through severely 
inundated lanes and main 
roads.

downpour

IMD issues yellow alert 
for heavy rainfall in Delhi, 
cautions citizens to be alert
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Waterlogged road causing long traffic jams in the capital.

in the capital

delhi Bjp cornerS aap 
government on waterlogging
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Amid heavy rains and water 
logging in the capital, politics 
has started boiling on this is-
sue. Delhi state BJP President 
Adesh Gupta targeted Delhi 
CM Arvind Kejriwal on the 
issue of waterlogging on the 
roads.

While cornering the AAP 
government, Adesh Gupta said, 
“Arvind Kejriwal’s government 
is busy looting the public and 
has no time for people’s prob-
lems. A yellow alert has been 
issued due to heavy rain, and 
in Delhi, people are stuck in 
traffic for hours due to water-
logging on the roads. A govern-
ment steeped in corruption is 
adept at showing work only 
on paper, whereas the reality 
is always exposed as soon as the 

problem arises,” he charged.
Shri Adesh Gupta pointed 

out that there is a difference be-
tween the words and deeds of 
the Kejriwal government by al-
leging that whenever it rains in 
Delhi, Kejriwal›s claim of clean 
drains gets exposed. “This has 
been going on for the last eight 
years. Cars are seen crawling 
on the roads of Delhi,” Gupta 
said.

He further added that “after 
today›s rain in many areas; 

people were seen stuck in 
traffic jams at important in-
tersections of several routes 
for hours.”

The areas most impacted 
by the heavy rains and traffic 
jams are Pragati Maidan, Ra-
jouri Garden, including Main 
Highway, West Punjabi Bagh, 
Najafgarh, Vijwasan, Kapash-
era, Ashok Nagar, Dwarka, 
Jangpura, Nehru Nagar, Anand 
Vihar, Vishwas Nagar, and CR 
Park.

jaiShankar holdS FirSt auStralia-
india-indoneSia trilateral meeting
NEW YORK: External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar 
on Friday held the first Australia-India-Indonesia 
trilateral meeting and said the grouping will contribute 
to ASEAN’s centrality in the Indo-Pacific. Besides, he 
held a meeting with the Foreign Ministers of Spain, Jose 
Manuel Albares, and Finland, Pekka Haavisto. 

new team 

rakeSh Sharma oF aaj Samaj 
iS deputy preSident oF inS
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Rakesh Sharma, the printer 
and publisher of AajSamaj 
and sister publications, has 
been elected as the Deputy 
President of the Indian 
Newspaper Society (INS) – 
the apex body of publishers 
of newspapers, magazines 
and periodicals in the coun-
try, at its 83rd annual general 
meeting (AGM) held here on 
Friday.

The team of new office 
bearers were inducted at the 
AGM after the election was 
held through video-con-
ferencing and other audio-
visual means (VC-OAVM). 
K. Raja Prasad Reddy of 
‘Sakshi’ was elected as the 
President of the Society for 

the year 2022-23. He suc-
ceeds Mohit Jain of ‘Eco-
nomic Times’.

Similarly, M.V. Shrey-
ams Kumar of ‘Mathrub-
humiArogyaMasika’ was 
elected as the Vice-President 
and TanmayMaheshwari of 
‘Amar Ujala’ as the Honorary 
Treasurer. Mary Paul is the 
new Secretary-General of 
the Society.
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The Supreme Court on Fri-
day stayed the proceedings 
against former Karnataka 
Chief Minister B.S. Yediy-
urappa in a corruption com-
plaint and issued notice to 
the complainant on his plea.

“Stay further proceedings 
as far as the petitioner is 
concerned,” the court said. A 
bench of justices D.Y. Chan-
drachud and Hima Kohli is-
sued notice to complainant 
Abraham TJ and others.

Former Karnataka Chief 
Minister B.S. Yediyurappa 
challenged the Karnataka 
High Court order which re-
stored a bribery complaint 
filed against him and 8 oth-
ers, including his son, under 
the Prevention of Corruption 
Act.

Yediyurappa was repre-
sented by Senior Advocates 

Mukul Rohatgi and Sid-
dharth Dave, and his peti-
tion was filed by advocate-
on-record Kush Chaturvedi.

The Karnataka High Court 
on September 7 restored the 
bribery complaint against 
former chief minister B S 
Yediyurappa, his son B Y 
Vijayendra and 7 others. The 
Karnataka HC order had 
come on the complainant T.J. 
Abraham’s plea challenging 
a lower court order.

“The High Court also erred 
in holding that the statutory 
protection granted to public 
servants under Section 17A 
of the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act, 1988 would not be 
an embargo on the power of 
the Ld. Magistrate/Special 
Court to order investigation 
under Section 156(3),” the 
plea said.

“That the High Court 
failed to appreciate that 
Section 17A of the PC Act 

is written in mandatory 
terms, and the use of the 
words “enquiry, inquiry, or 
investigation” in the afore-
said Section is indicative 
of the vast nature of the 
protection sought by Par-
liament to be granted to a 
public servant during any 
stage of a criminal trial or 
investigation,” it continued.

Whilst passing the im-
pugned judgment, the High 
Court erroneously directed 
the rejection of the sanction 
(sought by the Respondent 
No. 1, the complainant) by 
the Governor, which ought 
to have been “ignored,” the 
plea said.

The plea further stated that 
the High Court ought not to 
have passed the direction in 
the face of an order passed 
by a high constitutional au-
thority such as the Gover-
nor, more so without valid 
reasoning.

bribery case ‘rising pollution’

festivity ‘false allegations’

plea

Apex court stays proceedings 
against B.S. Yediyurappa in 
corruption case

sc to hear Manoj tiwari’s plea on firecracker ban 

Delhi hc grants perMission to holD 
Dussehra celebration in DDa parks

Court reserves verdict on 
L-G’s plea to restrain AAP 
from hurling charges

SC notice to Centre on plea against 
forced religious conversion
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The Supreme Court on Fri-
day agreed to hear the plea 
of Bharatiya Janata Party 
MP Manoj Tiwari challeng-
ing the Delhi government’s 
decision to ban the produc-
tion, storage, sale, and use 
of all types of firecrackers 
to curb the rising pollution 
levels in the national capital.

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice of India UU Lalit 
said, “It will hear on October 
10” after advocate Shashank 
Shekhar Jha mentioned Ti-

wari’s plea for urgent hear-
ing. “List on October 10, it’s 
before Diwali,” said CJI Lalit.

Tiwari sought directions 
from the Aam Aadmi Party 
government to issue fresh 
guidelines with regard to the 
sale, purchase, and bursting 
of permissible firecrackers 
during the upcoming festive 
season.

The BJP MP also sought 
directions to all states not to 
take any coercive action like 
lodging FIR against ordi-
nary people found selling or 
using permissible firecrack-
ers.

“In the name of the right to 
life, freedom of religion can-
not be taken away and that a 
balance has to be struck like 
that has been done through 
the decision of this Court 
dated October 29, 2021,” 
submitted the plea filed 
through advocate Ashwani 
Kumar Dubey and Sha-
shank Shekhar Jha.

In 2021, the Supreme 
Court clarified that there is 
no blanket ban on the use of 
firecrackers and only those 
fireworks that contain bari-
um salts are prohibited.

The top court had banned 

the use of firecrackers, 
which were found to be in-
jurious to health, while mak-
ing it clear that there was no 
blanket ban on crackers and 
that people could include 
permissible firecrackers to 
celebrate their festival, the 
plea said.

The petition has stated that 
several state governments 
and high courts had in 2021 
passed orders contrary to 
the stand taken by the Su-
preme Court and imposed a 
blanket ban on firecrackers.

Despite clear orders from 
the apex court, certain states 

and union territories did not 
take the necessary steps to 
ensure proper arrangements 
for the celebration of Deep-
awali and instead registered 
FIRs and imposed curfew, 
the petition added.

The Delhi government 
registered 210 FIRs against 
common citizens and the 
police arrested 143 people 
for bursting crackers, 
whereas it lodged 125 FIRs 
and arrested 138 people for 
selling them (crackers) be-
tween September 28, 2021 
and November 4, 2021, the 
petition stated.

The Delhi High Court has 
granted permission to two 
Ramleela committees to hold 
Ramleela and Dussehra cel-
ebrations in Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) parks 
in Kirti Nagar and Tri Nagar.

These committees had ap-
proached the court seeking 
directions to the DDA to 
dispose of their application 
for permission. The bench 
of Justice Dinesh Kumar 
Sharma granted permis-
sion to the Keshav Ramleela 
Committee to hold Ramleela 
and Dussehra celebrations 
in Maharshi Dayanand Park 
(Nepal Wala Park) in Tri 
Nagar from September 24 to 
October 5, 2022, subject to all 
conditions and regulations 
being complied with.

The Court also granted 

permission to the Astha 
Ramleela Committee to hold 
Ramleela and Dussehra cel-
ebrations in Hedgewar Park 
(Tanki wala Park) at Saras-
wati Garden, Kirti Nagar, 
from September 24 to Oc-
tober 5, 2022, subject to all 
conditions and regulations.

The bench also stated that 
these societies must strictly 
adhere to all safety and oth-
er regulations imposed by 
the NGT, Delhi Police, Delhi 
Fire Service, MCD, and other 
related organizations.

These committees moved 
petitions through advocate 
Gagan Gandhi seeking a di-
rection to DDA to dispose of 
their application for granting 
permission to hold the Ram-
leela and Dussehra celebra-
tions.

Advocate Gagan Gandhi 
submitted that the petition-
er societies are registered 

and have held Ramleela and 
Dussehra celebrations for a 
long time. Earlier, the DDA 
had been granting permis-
sion to hold Ramleela and 
Dussehra celebrations in 
these parks.

However, this year’s appli-
cation for the grant of per-
mission for the above pur-
pose on August 25, has not 
been decided yet, the counsel 
submitted.

On the other hand, the 
counsel for DDA submitted 
that public parks in Delhi 
cannot be allowed to be used 
for marriage/commercial 
purposes.

However, the Court took 
note of the order of August 
22, 2022, which was passed 
by the DDA in compliance 
with the decision taken in 
the meeting held under the 
Chairmanship of Lt. Gover-
nor.

The Delhi High Court on 
Thursday reserved order on 
the plea of Lieutenant Gov-
ernor VK Saxena seeking 
direction to restrain the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) and its 
leaders from making “false 
and derogatory” allegations 
against him and his family.

Saxena has also sought to in-
junct Aam Admi Party and its 
leaders to delete or take down 
the alleged false and libellous 
posts, tweets, or videos circu-
lated and issued on social me-
dia. Saxena has moved a suit of 
civil defamation against AAP 
and its leaders Atishi Singh, 
Saurabh Bharadwaj, Durgesh 
Pathak, Sanjay Singh, and 
Jasmine Shah (who was ap-
pointed as Vice Chairperson 
of the Dialogue and Devel-

opment Commission) for al-
legedly making derogatory 
remarks in a press conference 
and on social media. He has 
also sought damages and com-
pensation of Rs 2.5 crore along 
with interest from the political 
party and its five leaders.

AAP leaders claimed that 
Saxena was involved in a 
Rs 1,400 crore scam during 
his tenure as Khadi and Vil-
lage Industries Commission 
(KVIC) chairman. The order 
was reserved after hearing 
the arguments of the parties 
for two hours on the applica-
tion seeking interim relief for 
LG Saxena. Saxena’s counsel 
urged the High Court to direct 
Twitter and YouTube (Google 
Inc) to take down or remove 
the tweets, re-tweets, posts, 
videos, captions, taglines, and 
pictures of the plaintiff and his 
family members.

The Supreme Court on Friday 
issued notice to the Centre on 
a plea seeking direction to 
the Centre and State govern-
ments to take stringent steps 
to control fraudulent religious 
conversion. A bench compris-

ing of Justices M R Shah and 
Krishna Murari issued notices 
to the Union of India, Ministry 
of Home Affairs and Ministry 
of Law and Justice. The top 
court asked the parties to file 
a reply by November 14.

The apex court was hearing 
a plea filed by advocate Ash-
wini Kumar Upadhyay seek-

ing direction to the Centre and 
states to take stringent steps to 
control fraudulent religious 
conversion by “intimidation, 
threatening, deceivingly lur-
ing through gifts and mon-
etary benefits”. Upadhyay 
submitted that this is a na-
tionwide problem that must 
be tackled immediately.
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TOP OF THE DAY

POLICE SEIZE 
DRUGS WORTH 
RS 84 CRORE IN 
MIZORAM
CHAMPHAI: Mizoram 
police recovered and 
seized a large quantity of 
contraband drugs worth 
more than Rs 84 crore 
in Mizoram’s Champhai 
district, said Mizoram 
police. The police of 
Champhai district recov-
ered and seized 28.250 
kg (2, 52,500 tablets) 
of methamphetamine 
valued at Rs 84 crore in 
the international mar-
ket in the last 48 hours, 
added the police. A senior 
official of Mizoram police 
said, on further investiga-
tion and follow-up of the 
Champhai Police Station 
case (involving the seizure 
of 12.584 kg (1,11, 100 
tablets) of methamphet-
amine from one vehicle 
(Truck) at Tuipui village in 
Champhai district around 
midnight the day before 
yesterday.

AVALANCHE IN 
CATCHMENT OF 
CHORABARI 
GLACIER OF 
KEDARNATH 
KEDARNATH: An 
avalanche occurred in 
the catchment of the 
Chorabari Glacier at 
Kedarnath Dham on 
Thursday, said the Ru-
draprayag administration. 
The incident took place 
on Thursday evening. 
No damage has been 
registered due to this, the 
official said, adding that 
they are keeping an eye 
on the area and monitor-
ing it. Chorabari Glacier 
is situated at a distance 
of about 5 km behind 
Kedarnath Temple. It has 
been raining heavily in 
the state for the last few 
days.

MAJOR POACHING 
RACKET BUSTED IN 
KAZIRANGA, 
2 ARRESTED 
KAZIRANGA: The Kazi-
ranga National Park and 
Tiger Reserve authorities 
recently busted a major 
poaching racket involv-
ing local people who 
used arms in an attempt 
to poach rhinos in the 
national park just at a 
time when World Rhino 
Day was observed. Since 
2011, World Rhino Day has 
been celebrated interna-
tionally on September 22. 
Assam is known for its 
one-horned rhinos, and 
the state attracts a large 
number of tourists who 
come to visit such sites. 

DELHI HC DIRECTS 
FLIPKART TO 
DEPOSIT RS 1 LAKH 
PENALTY 
NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
High Court passed an 
order on Friday in the 
Flipkart vs CCPA (Central 
Consumer Protection 
Authority) case, direct-
ing Flipkart to notify the 
buyers of the pressure 
cookers that pressure 
cookers on their site do 
not conform to the Bu-
reau of Indian Standards 
(BIS) standard. It further 
directed the company 
to deposit the sum of 
Rs 1 lakh as the penalty 
amount before the Regis-
trar General of the Court. 

FREE AND FAIR

The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) 
held review meetings 

today on the preparedness 
for the incoming Assem-
bly elections in Himachal 
Pradesh with Deputy Com-
missioners and Superinten-
dents of Police, IG, DIG, and 
CAPF, and Nodal Officers of 
12 districts.

Speaking to the media, 
Chief Election Commission-
er Rajiv Kumar said, “Today 
we held a meeting with all the 
political parties. Representa-
tives of all national political 
parties and office-bearers 
were present. They told us 
how they wanted a free and 
fair election. We also had a 
word with the Chief Secre-
taries of State, DG, and the 
health secretaries, and now 
we’re going to talk to the DCs 

and SPs in order to figure out 
how to have a fair election”. 
He further added that they 
had an extensive discussion 
regarding the lack of motiva-
tion among the 18+ voters to 
come forward and cast their 
votes. “When people over 
the age of 80 can come to the 
polling booth and cast their 
votes, why can’t they come? 
Will discuss all of these,” Ra-
jiv Kumar said. 

The ECI is to hold a press 
conference tomorrow in 
Shimla where Kumar will 
brief the media about the 
meetings that are being con-
ducted.

Currently, they have been 
meeting with the DCs and 
SPs. Further details about 
the matter will be revealed 
on Saturday.

A high-level team of the 
Election Commission of 
India, led by Chief Election 
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar, 

along with Election Commis-
sioner Anup Chandra Pan-
dey, undertook a three-day 
visit to Shimla to review the 
poll preparedness for forth-
coming assembly elections in 
Himachal Pradesh.

On the way to Shimla, the 
team visited the polling sta-
tion at Government Senior 
Secondary School Dharam-
pur in Solan district and 
inaugurated the fascia of the 
polling station, the release 
stated.

As per the release, the CEC 
also felicitated and interacted 
with the elderly voters, peo-
ple with disabilities (PWD) 
voters, and transgender vot-
ers by presenting them with 
shawls and an appreciation 
letter.

The ECI team also met and 
felicitated the first-time vot-
ers and gave them an Epic-
Kit, containing their voter i-
card, pocket voter guide, and 

voter pledge (Shapath Patra).
Maneesh Garg, Chief 

Electoral Officer, Himachal 
Pradesh, welcomed and 
honoured the ECI team at 
Dharampur.

Earlier, a team from the 
EC also visited Ahmed-
abad from September 16-
18 to take stock of election 
preparedness in the state 
ahead of the upcoming  
Assembly elections.

“The team comprised 
Hridesh Kumar, Nitesh Vyas, 
Dharmendra Sharma, NN 
Butolia, Yashvendra Singh, 
Deepali Masirkar, S B Joshi, 
Shubhra Saxena, and Anuj 
Chandak,” the release stated.

As per the release, ECI and 
Chief Electoral Officer P 
Bharathi held a review meet-
ing with district election offi-
cers, police superintendents, 
and police commissioners 
regarding election prepared-
ness.

ELECTION COMMISSION 
HOLDS MEET WITH PARTIES 
AHEAD OF POLLS IN HP
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) has imposed an envi-
ronmental compensation of 
over Rs 2,000 crore on the 
state of Punjab for its failure 
to ensure proper treatment of 
solid and liquid wastes, caus-
ing harm to the environment.

The tribunal said the award 
of compensation has become 
necessary under section 15 of 
the NGT Act to remedy the 
continuing damage to the 
environment and to comply 
with directions from the Su-
preme Court requiring it to 
monitor the enforcement of 
norms for solid and liquid 
waste management. More-
over, without fixing quanti-
fied liability necessary for 
restoration, the mere passing 
of orders has not shown any 
tangible results in the last 
eight years (for solid waste 
management) and five years 
(for liquid waste manage-
ment), even after the expiry 
of statutory or laid-down 
timelines. According to the 

Tribunal, continuing damage 
is required to be prevented in 
the future and past damage is 
to be restored.

In an order passed on 22 
September, 2022, the Tribu-
nal Bench headed by Justice 
Adarsh Kumar Goel said, 
“In total compensation un-
der the head of the failure to 
scientifically manage solid 
waste, works out to Rs. 180 
crores. The total compen-
sation is rounded off at Rs. 
2180 crore. Out of the said 
amount, compensation was 
already awarded for failure 
to prevent discharge of un-
treated sewage and remedi-
ate solid waste to the tune of 
Rs. 100 crores, which may 
be deducted. The remaining 
amount of Rs. 2080/-crores 
may be deposited by the State 
of Punjab in a separate ring-
fenced account within two 
months”.

It will be open to the state 
to plan to raise funds from 
generators/contributors to 
waste. The restoration mea-
sures with respect to sewage 
management would include: 

setting up of sewage treat-
ment and utilization systems, 
upgrading systems/opera-
tions of existing sewage treat-
ment facilities to ensure utili-
zation of their full capacities, 
ensuring compliance with 
standards, including those of 
faecal coliform; and setting 
up of proper faecal sewage 
and sludge management in 
rural areas, said the tribunal.

The Tribunal is monitor-
ing the issues of solid as well 
as liquid waste management 
as per orders of the Supreme 
Court order dated 02.09.2014 
with regard to solid waste 
management and the order 
dated 22.02.2017, in relation 
to liquid waste management. 
Other related issues include 
pollution of 351 river stretch-
es, 124 non-attainment cities 
in terms of air quality, 100 
polluted industrial clusters, 
illegal sand mining, etc., 
which have also been dealt 
with earlier, but we propose 
to limit the proceedings in the 
present matter to two issues 
of solid waste and sewage 
management, said the order.

FAILURE

NGT imposes environmental 
compensation of over 
Rs 2,000 crore on Punjab
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A prominent youth-orient-
ed Kashmiri organization, 
Voice for Peace and Justice, 
organised a regional-level 
Sufi conference at Syed Qa-
mar-ud-Din Bukhari RA 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Ganderbal on Thursday.

The conference was or-
ganized with the aim of 
restoring peace, communal 
harmony, brotherhood, 
and tolerance in the val-
ley. The event of the annual 
Urs (death anniversary) of 
the famous Sufi saint Syed 
Qamar-ud-Din Bukhari, 
which was observed this 
year after remaining sus-
pended for more than 33 
years, was attended by peo-
ple from different corners 
of the Jammu and Kashmir 
valley.

The annual Urs of Syed 
Qamar-ud-Din Bukhari 
has a historical background 
and had to be suspended 
because of the stiff opposi-
tion from the followers of 
radical Islam.

Despite the Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi and Ahle Hadis schools 
of thought’s narrow in-

terpretation of Islam, the 
iconic Urs at the Sufi shrine 
in Ganderbal stands out as 
proof that Sufism has deep-
er roots in Kashmir.

Until its suspension, the 
Urs at Ganderbal would 
attract thousands of devo-
tees who would come to 
pay obeisance at the saint’s 
mausoleum.

Sweetmeat sellers, fruit 
sellers, garment stalls, and 
entertainment avenues for 
children would be the other 
highlights of the Urs.

“We had to restrict the 
Urs for the last 33 years 
because of the turmoil. We 
had, however, performed 
nightlong prayers at the 
shrine during all those 
years,” the shrine visitors 
averred.

“This year, the grandeur 
and gaiety for which Syed 
Qamar-Ud-Din Bukhari’s 
Urs is known throughout 
the Valley are again return-
ing to Ganderbal,” said 
a member of the shrine’s 
management committee.

One significant highlight 
of this Urs in the past used 
to be the participation of 
Kashmiri Pandits along-
side their Muslim brethren.

PEACE AND JUSTICE

Kashmiri youth 
organization holds 
Sufi Conference 
TARUNI GANDHI 
SRINAGAR

As part of the ongoing drive 
launched by Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann to 
make Punjab a crime-free 
state, Punjab Police has 
busted an ISI-backed ter-
ror module jointly handled 
by Canada-based gang-
ster Lakhbir Singh alias 
Landa and Pakistan-based 
gangster Harvinder Singh 
Rinda with the arrest of its 
two operatives, said Direc-
tor General of Police (DGP) 
Punjab Gaurav Yadav here 
on Friday.

Pertinently, Canada-based 
Landa is considered to be a 
close aide of Pakistan-based 
wanted gangster Harvinder 
Singh alias Rinda, who has 
joined hands with Babbar 
Khalsa International (BKI), 
and they have close ties with 
the ISI. Landa had played 
a key role in conspiring 
the Rocket Propelled Gre-
nade (RPG) terror attack at 
Punjab Police Intelligence 
Headquarters in Mohali 
and had also planted an IED 
beneath Sub-Inspector Dil-
bag Singh’s car in Amritsar.

Those arrested have been 
identified as Baljit Singh 
Malhi (25) of village Jogewal 
in Ferozepur and Gurbaksh 

Singh alias Gora Sandhu of 
village Buh Gujran in Fero-
zepur.

Divulging more details, 
DGP Gaurav Yadav said 
that in an intelligence-led 
operation by AIG Counter 
Intelligence Jalandhar Nav-
jot Singh Mahal, the police 
teams had managed to ar-
rest both the accused per-
sons. The police have also 
recovered one sophisticat-
ed AK-56 assault rifle along 
with two magazines, 90 live 
cartridges, and two bullet 
shells from a location pin-
pointed by Gurbaksh Singh 
in his village, he added.

He said that the prelimi-
nary investigations revealed 
that Baljit was in touch with 
Italy-based Harpreet Singh 
alias Happy Sanghera, and 
on the latter’s directions, 
Baljit had picked up a con-

signment of weapons from 
a pinpointed spot at Makhu-
Lohian road near the sanc-
tuary in village Sudan in 
July 2022. Later, after con-
ducting test fires, they hid 
the consignment in fields 
owned by Gurbaksh in his 
village, he added.

He said that it had also 
been ascertained that Baljit 
was in direct contact with 
dreaded gangsters, includ-
ing Canada-based Lakh-
bir Landa and Arsh Dalla. 
Further investigations are 
on and more recoveries of 
weapons are expected soon, 
he added.

Meanwhile, an FIR No. 
29, dated 22.09.2022, has 
been registered under sec-
tions 10, 13, 18, and 20 of the 
UA(P) Act and section 25 of 
the Arms Act at SSOC Am-
ritsar.

WAR AGAINST TERROR 

PUNJAB POLICE BUST ISI-BACKED 
TERROR MODULE, 2 OPERATIVES HELD 
TDG NETWORK 
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Chief Secretary Vi-
jay Kumar Janjua, on Friday, 
directed all the deputy com-
missioners to complete the 
district survey reports of 
potential mining sites at the 
earliest.

During the video confer-
encing with all the Deputy 
Commissioners, the Chief 
Secretary informed them 
that 858 potential mining 
sites have been identified in 
the state and that all these 
sites are to be visited by the 
Sub-Divisional Appraisal 
Committees. He said that as 
of now, 542 sites have been as-
sessed, while 316 sites are yet 
to be visited. Therefore, the 
concerned Deputy Commis-
sioner should ensure assess-
ment of all these remaining 
sites at the earliest and, after 
preparing the post-monsoon 
data, send a complete report 
to the Mining Department as 
this data has to be made avail-
able in the public domain for 
more transparency.

Reviewing the action taken 
in illegal mining cases, Mr. 

Janjua asked all the Deputy 
Commissioners to add sec-
tions of the theft and mining 
act in the cases of illegal min-
ing and to take these cases to 
the courts to ensure a logical 
conclusion. He said that since 
April 15, a total of 447 FIRs 
have been filed for illegal 
mining, while 421 people have 
been arrested and 515 vehicles 
impounded. The Chief Secre-
tary said that the vehicles and 
other material seized during 
raids on illegal mining should 
be auctioned and the pro-
ceeds of the auction should be 
deposited in the state exche-
quer. He said that the delay 
in demarcation in cases of il-
legal mining results in a delay 
in recovery proceedings, thus 
ensuring timely demarcation. 
He added that the penalty 
should be imposed on seized 
vehicles as per the guidelines 
of the NGT.

He instructed the Deputy 
Commissioner to take action 
regarding the recovery of 
land revenue arrears during 
district level meetings and 
said that around Rs. 111 crore 
of recoveries are still pending 
in such cases.

 TDG IMPACT

Chief Secretary 
instructs all DCs to 
complete survey of 
potential mining sites 
TARUNI GANDHI 
CHANDIGARH

The borders of Jammu and 
Kashmir, which used to al-
ways look like fire owing to 
frequent shelling from Paki-
stan, are now seeing pros-
perity. Paragliding experts 
are seen paragliding in the 
air in Ajot village of Gulpur, 
near the Line of Control in 
the border district of Poonch.

The Indian Army is busy 
protecting the country along 
the Line of Control and is 
making every possible ef-
fort to take these areas on the 
path of development. A new 
example of this is the border 
district. In the Gulpur vil-
lage of Poncho, the Rajput 

Battalion, under the Poonch 
Brigade, organised paraglid-
ing on the 20th and 21st of 
this month for the purpose 
of promoting tourism. Abdul 
Majeed Kisana, a local while 
speaking to the Milap News 
Network, said, “At one time 

he was afraid to even go out 
of his house, he was always 
in danger. But now peace 
has returned to the borders 
after the efforts of the army. 
He said that now his children 
are happily going to school 
without any fear, and he and 

his family are also farming in 
their fields without any fear.”

The atmosphere of Gul-
pur village, which was once 
filled with smoke from 
heavy Pakistani shelling, 
now offers a symbol of peace 
in the form of paragliders. 
School students, social orga-
nizations, political activists, 
tourism department offi-
cials, and army officers were 
especially present to witness 
these ecstatic scenes.

A local  man, Gulzar 
Ahmed, says that he had 
seen only Pakistani shelling 
in the air of this border vil-
lage and had always spent 
his life in fear, but today, see-
ing paragliding in this air, he 
is delighted.

TDG NETWORK 
POONCH

ADVENTURE

Paragliding in Poonch, symbol 
of peace in border areas

Paragliding In jammu and Kashmir.

The doctors of the centre-run 
Safdarjung hospital in the 
capital have successfully per-
formed a robotic renal trans-
plant on a patient who had 
been on dialysis and awaiting 
the transplant for years.

The 39-year-old recipient 
was from Uttar Pradesh’s Far-
rukabad. His wife is the do-
nor. The transplant was done 
at Safdarjung hospital and 
VMMC by a team of doctors 
headed by Prof (Dr) Anup 
Kumar, Head of Department, 
Department of Urology, Ro-
botics and Renal Transplant. 
The doctors claimed it was 
the first such surgery to have 
been performed at a central 
government facility in the 

country.
“The nephrology team was 

led by Dr Himanshu Verma, 
HOD Nephrology. The an-
aesthesia team was led by 
Dr Madhu Dayal. This was 
made possible by all the ad-
ministrative support of Med-
ical Superintendent SJH and 
VMMC Prof (Dr) BL Sher-
wal,” Dr Anup Kumar said.

“The recipient is a young 
male from Farrukabad who 
had been waiting for a renal 
transplant for many years 
while on dialysis. He did not 
have financial support to get 
the transplant done at a pri-
vate centre. The donor is his 
wife, and both the recipient 
and donor are doing excel-
lent post-surgery. This has 
been a landmark milestone 
in the history of SJH,” he fur-

ther said.
Dr Anup Kumar also said 

that a robotic renal transplant 
is the most technically chal-
lenging surgery in urology as 
it requires excellent expertise 
in robotics as well as renal 
transplant surgery.

Talking about the proce-
dure and complications, Dr. 
Anup said, “It was a robotic 
kidney transplant. The sur-
geon sits on a console and his 
hand movements are trans-
mitted to robotic arms docked 
over the patient through a 
fibre optic cable. The renal 
artery, renal vein, and ureter 
anastomoses were performed 
by a robotic system.”

According to Dr. Kumar, the 
surgery costs between Rs. 6 
and Rs. 7 lakhs in private 
hospitals. 

ADVANCEMENT

FIRST SUCCESSFUL ROBOTIC RENAL 
TRANSPLANT PERFORMED IN SAFDARJUNG 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI
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Centre denied 
permission for 
europe visit: 
AmAn ArorA
CHANDIGARH: Punjab 
Cabinet minister and 
AAP leader Aman Arora 
claimed on Friday that 
he was denied permis-
sion by the BJP-led cen-
tral government to travel 
to Europe to attend a 
knowledge exchange 
program. Arora was to 
travel to Belgium, Neth-
erlands and Germany for 
a knowledge exchange 
program on new and re-
newable energy between 
September 24 and Oc-
tober 2. “My journey was 
stopped due to political 
reasons, the Center does 
not want the Delhi and 
Punjab governments 
to solve the problem of 
pollution. 

union minister 
ChAirs 
nAtionAl sC-st 
hub ConClAve 
NEw DElHI :  with an 
aim to spread aware-
ness about the National 
Scheduled Caste and 
Scheduled Tribe Hub 
Scheme and other wel-
fare measures , Union 
Minister for MSME, 
Bhanu Pratap Singh 
Verma chaired a con-
clave at Thanjavur, Tamil 
Nadu on Friday.
The conclave saw an 
overwhelming participa-
tion of over 1200 SC-ST 
entrepreneurs. Joint 
Secretary, Ministry of 
MSME, Mercy Epao wel-
comed all the dignitaries 
and participants.
It provided an interactive 
platform for aspiring 
SC-ST entrepreneurs 
to interact with CPSEs, 
Industry Associations, 
lending institutions, 
GeM, THADCO, RSeti, 
TANSIM etc.

Cm Yogi 
Addresses 
people’s 
grievAnCes 
GORAKHPUR : Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath held 
a “Janata Darshan” in 
Gorakhpur on Friday 
and told people not to 
panic as his government 
was there to address all 
their issues. The Chief 
Minister displayed the 
same compassionate 
attitude toward justice, 
problem-solving, and 
providing medical care 
during the Janta Darshan 
programme at the 
Gorakhnath temple. He 
said, “Do not panic, Mai 
hu na.” People submitted 
their applications to the 
Chief Minister and urged 
him to address them. Yogi 
Adityanath met nearly 
250 visitors who had 
come for Janta Darshan.

govt releAses 
new teleCom-
muniCAtion bill
NEw DElHI: In a move 
toward designing a new 
telecom framework in 
India, the Union Ministry 
of Communications 
has released the new 
Telecommunications 
Bill 2022. The Bill 
seeks to consolidate 
and replace three 
telecom legislations — 
Indian Telegraph Act, 
1885, Indian wireless 
Telegraphy Act, 1933 
and The Telegraph wires 
Act, 1950, a legacy of the 
colonial era.

top of the day
ControversiAl Comment

BJP workers gathered 
in front of Coimbatore 
central prison on Fri-

day to meet the district presi-
dent Uthama Ramasamy.

Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) workers who ques-
tioned Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (DMK) leader A. 
Raja for his ‘controversial’ 
comment on Manusmrithi 
was arrested by the Tamil 
Nadu police on the charge 
of ‘causing social unrest’ on 
Wednesday. Uthama Ra-
masamy along with 11 other 
party workers was arrested 
for the Road Roko protest on 
the “Manu Sastra” issue.

Despite PFI raids, the Hin-
du Munnani functionary Sa-
sikumar death Anniversary 
was observed yesterday and 
BJP national president JP 
Nadda was in Tamil Nadu.

Targetting this only the se-
ries of bomb hurdling took 

place in various places in 
Coimbatore, alleged BJP.

A bottle filled with the in-
flammable substance was 
hurled at the BJP office in 
Tamil Nadu’s Coimbatore 
on Thursday night trigger-
ing tension in the area.

Following this, BJP work-
ers protested in the area 
demanding action against 
the culprits. According to 
BJP, this is a kind of “terror 
attack”.

Speaking about it G.K. 
Nagaraj said, “The bomb 
hurdled at the BJP office was 
not petrol bomb, it was a ker-
osene-filled bottle bomb.”

Police reached the spot to 
take control of the situation 
and conducted a prelimi-
nary investigation.

Speaking to reporters, 
Nandkumar, a BJP worker 
said, “Petrol bomb was 
thrown at our office, this is 
how terror attacks come. To-

day raids (against PFI) took 
place at several places. It is 
the anniversary of Hindu 
Munnani leader and BJP 
National president too is in 
the state.”

The incident came hours 
after National Investigation 
Agency, Enforcement Di-
rectorate and the state po-
lice forces jointly carried out 
coordinated searches at the 
houses and offices of the top 
Popular Front of India (PFI) 
leaders and members across 
India on Thursday, includ-
ing Tamil Nadu.

Searches were conducted 
at 93 locations in 15 states 
of India on Thursday. The 
states where the raids were 
conducted included Andhra 
Pradesh (4), Telangana (1), 
Delhi (19), Kerala (11), Kar-
nataka (8), Tamil Nadu (3), 
Uttar Pradesh (1), Rajasthan 
(2), Hyderabad (5), Assam, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Goa, West Bengal, 
Bihar and Manipur. 
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bJp CAdres gAther outside JAil 
dAYs After u. rAmAsAmY’s Arrest

Visuals outside Central jail, Coimbatore.

‘pAYCm’ CAmpAign

Screenshots with cash for job, 
CM post surface in Karnataka

Another round of so-called 
‘PayCM’ campaign on social 
media regarding various 
possible scams that have 
allegedly happened under 
Basvaraj Bommai’s chief 
ministership in Karnataka 
has started. The posters 
and the screenshots are be-
lieved to be circulated by the 
Congress party targetting 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
government in the state 
with corruption allegations. 
After ‘PayCM’ posters that 
were pasted on walls in 
some parts of the state capi-
tal Bengaluru, Congress now 
released a series of ‘PayCM’ 
screenshots that speaks 
about various scams includ-
ing the Cash for CM post, the 
infamous 40 per cent com-
mission, PSI scam, assistant 
professor and junior engi-
neers recruitment scam etc.

The PayCM posters depict 
payments received via an 
online transferring platform 

with the reasons behind the 
payments mentioned in the 
description box of the trans-
action. One of the posters 
says Rs 30 lakh was received 
for ‘Junior Engineer’ post, 
with another saying 40 per 
cent received with descrip-
tion ‘contractors’. One more 
said ‘Payment failed’ for CM 

post with a transaction value 
worth Rs 2,500 crore writ-
ten on it.

Karnataka Congress has 
been targetting BJP minis-
ters who have allegedly been 
part of the scams. The Con-
gress leaders and workers 
are showcasing the ‘PayCM’ 
QR code from their phones.
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Posters with cash for job, CM post surface in Karnataka.

Maharashtra Chief Min-
ister Eknath Shinde will 
inaugurate the new Ashti-
Ahmednagar new line on 
Friday.

New Ashti-Ahmednagar 
broad gauge is around 66 
km long and is a part of 
the 261 km Ahmednagar-
Beed-Parli Vaijnath new 
broad gauge line project 
which is on 50-50 cost 
sharing between the Gov-
ernment of India and 
State Government of Ma-
harashtra. According to 
Railways, this service will 
ensure better connectiv-
ity to residents of the New 
Ashti-Ahmednagar belt 
and nearby areas and pro-
mote local trade and in-
dustries, thus boosting the 
socio-economic growth of 
the (Marathwada) region. 
This DEMU train will halt 
at Kada, New Dhanora, So-
lapurwadi, New Loni and 
Narayandoho.

The Ahmednagar- Beed- 
Parli Vaijyanath broad-
gauge railway line and the 
conversion of the Nagpur- 
Nagbhid narrow-gauge rail 
line into a broad-gauge one, 
Rs 350 crore and Rs 107.22 
crore respectively will be 
earmarked as the state gov-
ernment’s share of the proj-
ect. The department of land 
records will get Rs 15 crore 
for purchasing continu-
ous operating reference 
stations (CORS) rovers 
and electronic total station 
(ETS) machines to conduct 
faster and more modern 
land surveys and generate 
accurate land records.

 in mAhArAshtrA 

Cm shinde to 
inAugurAte new Ashti-
AhmednAgAr new line
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two-dAY visit

PM Modi to launch projects 
worth Rs. 3400 crore in Surat

The double engine govern-
ment of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi at the center and 
Chief Minister Bhupendra 
Patel in the state is going 
to realize the dreams of six 
and a half crore citizens in 
Gujarat. While various de-
velopment works are being 
completed under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel, various devel-
opment works are going to 
be launched in Surat. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi will 
be on a 2-day visit to Gujarat 
at the end of September. PM 
Modi will visit Surat on Sep-
tember 29 and during that he 
will inaugurate various de-
velopment projects worth 
Rs. 3472.54 crore.

These various develop-
ments include water supply 
works worth Rs. 672 crore, 
drainage projects worth 
Rs.890 crore, DREAM City 
works worth Rs. 370 crore, 
Biodiversity Park worth 
Rs.139 crore and other de-

velopments like public infra-
structure, heritage restora-
tion, city bus which includes 
BRTS infrastructure, electric 
vehicle infrastructure as well 
as joint development projects 
by the central and state gov-
ernments.

An ambitious Diamond 
Research and Mercan-
tile (DREAM) City proj-
ect launched for Surat’s 
diamond merchants is 
progressing in full swing. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will inaugurate the 
phase-1 road infrastruc-
ture works of Dream City 
at a cost of Rs.103.40 crore. 
Along with this, the main 

entrance of Dream City will 
be inaugurated at a cost of 
Rs.9.53 crore. Besides, Phase-
II works will be scheduled. 
Thus, the Prime Minister 
will inaugurate the develop-
ment works of Dream City 
worth Rs.369.60 crore.

Notably, the Government 
of Gujarat formed a Spe-
cial Purpose Vehicle (SPV) 
named Diamond Research 
and Mercantile City Limited 
(DREAM City Limited) with 
a vision to meet the growing 
demand for commercial and 
residential space as a com-
plement to the rapid growth 
of the diamond trading busi-
ness in Surat. 

AbhijiT bhATT
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Maharashtra CM Eknath 
Shinde. 

munugode bYpolls

‘we will fight Cm KCr, we Are 
sons And forCe of sAffron’

Bharatiya Janata Party 
Telangana chief Bandi San-
jay on Thursday expressed 
his party’s willingness to 
fight Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekar Rao in the up-
coming Munugode polls, by 
terming the BJP as “the sons 
and force of saffron”.

“We will fight CM KCR 
and are ready to show our 
strength. We are the sons 
of saffron and the force of 
saffron. If you ‘Kasim Chan-
drashekar Rizvi’ want to 
bring MIM (All India Maj-
lis-E-Ittehadul Muslimeen) 
party, please bring them, de-
cide a place and time, we are 
ready to show our strength,” 
said Bandi Sanjay while ad-
dressing a public meeting at 
the conclusion of his fourth-
phase of Praja Sangrama 
Yatra at Pedda Amberpet on 
the outskirts of Hyderabad. 
In his address, Sanjay also 
said that the by-election to 
the Munugode assembly seat 
is going to spell doom for the 

Telangana Rashtra Samithi 
(TRS) government and said, 
“KCR’s game is up and his 
shop is going to be wound 
up soon.”

Stating that the BJP is rear-
ing for the showdown with 
the TRS, he said his party 
was ready to fight even if the 
TRS joins hands with the 
All India Majlis-e-Ittehad-
ul-Muslimeen (AIMIM).

He further mentioned that 
it is high time for the people 
of Telangana if they want a 
Ram Rajya or Ravan Rajya.

“Now, the time has come 
for the people of Telangana 
to decide whether they want 
the democratic rule or an au-
tocratic rule; a government 

of the poor or of the feudal; 
and Ram Rajya or Ravana 
Rajya,” Sanjay asked.

Further emphasizing how 
the fourth phase of the yatra 
brought him closer to the 
people, he said that he was 
“deeply moved” by the peo-
ple’s plight here and also an-
nounced that the fifth phase 
of Praja Sangrama Yatra will 
come into effect from Octo-
ber 15.

Sanjay further declared 
that if the BJP was voted 
to power, it would rename 
Ibrahimpatnam as ‘Veer-
apatnam’, because of the 
valour displayed by the peo-
ple of the constituency.

He reiterated that the BJP 
had been demanding the cel-
ebration of September 17 as 
‘Telangana Liberation Day’ 
for several years.

“Because of the pressure 
from the BJP, the TRS was 
forced to celebrate the day, 
albeit in the name of na-
tional integration day. The 
credit for the unfurling of 
the national flag in the old 
city goes to the BJP,” he said.
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B h a ra t i ya  J a n a ta  Pa r t y 
Telangana chief Bandi Sanjay 

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
president JP Nadda holds a 
meeting with Schedule Caste 
(SC) and Other Backward 
Class (OBC) morcha of Tamil 
Nadu’s Shivaganga. State 
office bearers and district 
presidents of the morcha 
were present in the meeting.

Nadda is on a two-day visit 
to Tamil Nadu from Thurs-
day to chalk out a strategy 
for the party in an effort to 
increase the voter base in 
southern states ahead of the 
2024 Lok Sabha elections.

Post this meeting, Nadda 
will also take a meeting of 
state office bearers, district 
presidents and prabhari’s at 
the same venue, as per the 
BJP sources.

Nadda also offered prayers 
at Pillayarpatti Vinayagar 
temple and had breakfast 
at the residence of the BJP 
Mandal President in Siva-
ganga today ahead of his 

meeting.
As per the party sources, 

Nadda will meet the voters 
of Tamil Nadu today. He will 
meet those people who are 
considered influencers such 
as doctors, teachers, pro-
fessors and businessmen 
among others.

In the evening, the BJP 
chief will pay rich tributes 
to great freedom fighters 
(Marudhu Brothers) at his 
house in Tirupattur.

Prior to this visit, Nadda 
was on a two-day visit to 
poll-bound Gujarat starting 
from September 20.

two-dAY visit

Nadda holds meeting 
with BJP’s TN SC, 
OBC morcha
TDG NETWORK
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B h a ra t i ya  J a n a ta  Pa r t y 
president JP Nadda. 

Amid an outbreak of 
lumpy skin disease in 
cattle, the Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation 
(BMC) has started vac-
cinating cows against the 
disease and so far the civic 
body has vaccinated 2,203 
cows in Mumbai.

As per the civic body data, 
2,203 cows have been vac-
cinated so far, while the 
remaining cows will be 
vaccinated next week. Ac-
cording to the notification 
issued by the state govern-
ment, the BMC administra-
tion is continuously taking 
various measures in the 
municipal area keeping in 
view the possibility of an 
outbreak of a lumpy virus.

The virus is mainly found 
in cattle and the pesticide 
department has also start-
ed fogging and pest control 

measures in cowsheds and 
surrounding areas.

The instructions of BMC 
Commissioner Dr Iqbal 
Singh Chahal and Ad-
ditional Municipal Com-
missioner (City) Ashish 
Sharma and Deputy Com-
missioner (Special) Sanjog 
Kabare are being followed 
by the Veterinary Health 
Department.

According to the 2019 
Animal Census, there are 
3,226 cows and 24,388 buf-
faloes in the Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corporation 
area.

Out of these, cows are be-
ing vaccinated as per the 
prescribed priority for the 
prevention of lumpy.

The Head and General 
Manager of the Veteri-
nary Health Department 
of Deonar Slaughterhouse 
informed that the remain-
ing cows will be vaccinated 
next week.

in mumbAi

2,203 Cows vACCinAted 
AgAinst lumpY virus
TDG NETWORK 
MUMBAI

BMC has started vaccinating cows against lumpy virus.

The Election Commis-
sion of India is going to 
visit Gujarat on 26-27 
September. The Election 
Commissioner is likely to 
meet the political parties 
of Gujarat. With the meet-
ing of political parties, 
there is an indication that 
the election in Gujarat is 
going to be held early.

According to the infor-
mation received from the 
sources, the elections will 
be announced in Gujarat 
on 15 October and the 
model code of conduct 
will be implemented. 
According to sources, the 
election dates may be in 

the third week of Novem-
ber. As the Diwali festival 
lasts longer in Gujarat, it 
may have an adverse ef-
fect on the voting percent-
age. Hence, the election is 
expected to be held in the 
third week of November.

Before this, last week, 
Election Commission 
officials came and met 
with the administration 
officials of Gujarat. They 
checked the election pre-
paredness. The need of 
polling booths, EVMs, 
personnel and security 
forces required in the 
state was also discussed. 
Election Commission of-
ficials may also visit other 
parts of the state to review 
the situation.

AssemblY eleCtions 
mAY be AnnounCed 
on 15 oCtober

in guJArAt
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new delhi

It is a well-known fact that both Bollywood and 
Cricket are perhaps the greatest unifying forces 
in the country. Therefore, the return of cinema on 

the big screen in Kashmir is perhaps a great break-
through made by the present administration and 
could contribute in restoring some sort of normalcy 
in the Union Territory. Over the years, Kashmir was 
one of the favourite places for shooting movies and its 
beautiful scenic surroundings provided the backdrop 
for so many on the screen romances. Raj Kapoor was 
probably the first big producer director who shot his 
`Barsaat’ in the valley. There were objections in some 
quarters when the movie was released since orthodox 
people objected to Nargis wearing a Kashmiri dress. 
There was no end to filming there onwards. Shammi 
Kapoor’s `Junglee’ which provided him the Yahoo 
image and launched him from that point as the rebel 
star was partly shot in Kashmir. Scores of movies from 
`Kashmir Ki Kali’ and `Jab Jab Phool Khile’ starring 
Shashi Kapoor followed. However, at the beginning of 
the 1990s, some people decided to take law into their 
own hands and objected to Bollywood movies being 
screened. Their primary objection was that their reli-
gion did not permit films. This was a totally uncalled 
for interpretation of Islam since in neighbouring Paki-
stan which is an Islamic country, Movies continued 
to be produced and watched by millions of people. In 
fact, Hindi films were a big hit in that country and on 
my only visit to Islamabad in 2005, was surprised to 
see Shah Rukh Khan posters and videos at many plac-
es. It was evident that Bollywood was a big influence 
and people looked forward to watching films pro-
duced in Mumbai and elsewhere. Thus, to infer that 
movies should be banned in Kashmir was a complete-
ly regressive step. Lt Governor Manoj Sinha has taken 
this initiative of once again making theatres available 
to the masses so that they could enjoy watching mov-
ies. It has always been the constant demand of anyone 
from Kashmir who visits other parts of the country 
that their programme should include at least two or 
three movies. The administration there has made it 
possible for them to entertain themselves in their own 
cities and towns. Many people have expressed the ap-
prehension that Ultras inspired by forces from across 
the border may try and disrupt the screening and may 
also target the movie theatres to spread terror. The 
government is obviously prepared to take everyone on 
who wishes to pursue this kind of line. In fact, people 
should come out in open support of the authorities 
as without their participation, it would be extremely 
difficult to take this positive proposal ahead. Kashmir 
was always known for its distinct culture and can-
not be deprived of this new experience for many who 
may have never been to a theatre. This is a step in the 
right direction which needs wider endorsement. Once 
movies start getting screened, more and more produc-
ers would line up to shoot their films thus adding to 
the revenue of the UT and other areas. Kashmiris 
cannot be denied entertainment any further. And the 
movies will strengthen their economy because the 
film industry is very resourceful and influential. 

— Pankaj Vohra

perspective
Change for normalCy

Cinema on big sCreen baCk 
in kashmir after 32 years

The government sur-
veys of madarsas 
have great potential 

for country’s progress if car-
ried out in the right earnest. 
But they are happening at 
a time when memories of 
certain madarsas in Assam 
being demolished due to al-
leged terror links are fresh in 
people’s minds.

In Assam certain madar-
sas were demolished even 
before its accused teachers 
were taken to court trails on 
the charges of terror links. 
It was interpreted as an on-
slaught on the madarsas due 
to mistake of a few persons. 
This has shrouded the entire 
exercise aimed at studying 
Muslim education system 
with an element of suspicion.

In India madarsas have 
been in the forefront of the 
country’s freedom struggle. 
Unfortunately, their state of 

affairs ever since the Inde-
pendence have been largely 
neglected. Their condition 
has worsened ever since 
they were excluded from the 
Right to Education Act.

Now Uttar Pradesh & 
Assam governments have 
embarked upon a massive 
exercise of mapping them. 
Dharam Pal Singh, a senior 
minister in the Yogi Aditya-
nath cabinet said that the 
survey is meant to find the 
deficiencies in the education 
of the unrecognized madar-
sas in the state.

This move has challenged 
the status quo at the madar-
sas and have therefore cre-
ated restlessness among the 
Ulemas, which have ques-
tioned the timing and the 
intent of the exercise.

The surveys were initi-
ated after National Commis-
sion for Protection of Child 
Rights submitted its report 
to all state governments ask-
ing them to map the madar-
sas.

The report has made the 
recommendation on the 
basis of certain complaints 
of child rights violations. It 
is estimated that there are 
more than one lakh madar-
sas in the country.

Interestingly NCPCR in its 
2021 report had not singled 

out madarsas. But it had also 
recommended mapping of 
the all unrecognized Vedic 
Pathshalas, Gumpas and 
other forms of non-formal 
education centers as well.

However, there has been a 
sharp criticism among the 
Muslims and some politi-
cal leaders, who on various 
counts have questioned 
the state governments’ ex-
traordinary attention and 
singling out the Muslim in-
stitutions.

However, Muslim intel-
lectuals like Iqbal had felt 
the need for improvement 
and had believed that the 
madarsa syllabus was ossi-
fied in time. Even today the 
scholars’ views on the need 
for reforms in Muslim edu-
cation have not changed. 
Indian madarsas largely 
run-on charity and have 
not relied either on govern-
ment or foreign funding. A 
large percentage of these 
madarsas act as orphan-
ages.

To bring about more clar-
ity let’s look at the type of 
madarsas in India. Basi-
cally, there are three types 
of madarsas. First which 
are unmapped and include 
country’s top madarsas 
including highly reputed 
Darul-Uloom. It is run by 
donations from within the 
country. Such institutes con-
stitute the largest number in 
the country.

The second type are recog-
nized, which are registered 
in the state madarsa board 
and provide some kind of 
modern education to the 
children. They also receive 
textbooks, uniforms, other 
facilities and funds from the 

governments.
The third type is unrec-

ognized, which have ap-
proached the government 
for funds but either due to 
insufficient infrastructure or 
some other reason they were 
not granted the recognition. 
They are also on their own.   

According to NCPCR re-
port total number of Mus-
lim children in India in age 
group 6-14 years was 3.8 
crores. Total number of Mus-
lim Out of School Children is 
1.1 crore (about 33 per cent). 
As per the reports most such 
students are studying in un-
mapped madarsas, (which 
are also considered to be 
unrecognized by the gov-
ernment) and about 15 lakh 
student study in the recog-
nized madarsas.

In the past Congress, Janta 
Dal and BJP have made ef-
forts to improve the condi-
tion of madarsas, by carry-
ing out limited studies but 
no significant results were 
achieved.

The madarsas in India 
have largely remained ne-
glected and left to fend for 
themselves due to their be-
ing involved in religious 

teaching only. But like other 
religious institutions across 
the country there are some 
black sheep indulging in 
undesirable activities such as 
terrorism, etc. Further there 
is a lack of transparency.

It needs to be understood 
that a small percentage of 
parents send children to 
madarsas by choice of pur-
suing Islamic studies. As 
some students are genuinely 
interested in advanced reli-
gious studies.

One also finds some very 
bright students in these insti-
tutes, who have even cracked 
All India Services competi-
tive exams, considered to 
be one of the toughest in the 
world. Recently concluded 
NEET exams also prove 
their capability.

By and large a majority of 
students studying in ma-
darsas constitute children of 
poor background, who don’t 
have the privilege of going to 
schools and belong to fami-
lies which fall below poverty 
line. So madarsas remain the 
only option for their overall 
growth.   

As per NCPCR report the 
Muslim community contrib-

utes to a share percentage of 
69.18% to the religious mi-
nority population and con-
tributes to a share of merely 
22,75 per cent to the religious 
minority schools. It had a to-
tal of 4085 schools. It is also 
a fact that below 5 per cent 
students from madarsas 
make it to the undergradu-
ate level.

There should be no doubt 
that madarsas need to be 
more inclusive in their ap-
proach and syllabus. There 
is no binding on madarsas 
to only impart religious 
studies. The Right to Educa-
tion in all of its 39 Sections 
doesn’t restrict imparting re-
ligious education. Therefore, 
a blending of religious stud-
ies and modern education 
within the ambit of Right to 
Education Act seems to be a 
good solution. The madarsas 
need to open up to modern 
studies and private schools 
need to impart religious 
studies as well.

While madarsas have their 
own place and significance 
and should evolve for chil-
dren’s betterment, there is 
also a need to increase the 
number of Muslim private 
schools in the country. The 
community should make ef-
forts in this direction. 

Now that UP, Assam and 
Uttarkhand government 
have decided to carry out 
the surveys of madarsas it is 
expected that it’s going to be 
a meaningful exercise. The 
data from the surveys will be 
used for the benefit of edu-
cation for Muslim students, 
who would eventually turn 
out to be better and more 
productive citizens.
Atir Khan is a senior journalist

Madrasa surveys could 
become a gamechanger

welCome move 
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Muslim intellectuals like Iqbal had felt need for improvement of madrasa 
syllabus. Even today the need for reforms in Muslim education have not changed.  

In Assam certain madarsas were demolished 
even before its accused teachers were taken 
to court trails on the charges of terror links. 
It was interpreted as an onslaught on the 
madarsas due to mistake of a few persons. 
This has shrouded the entire exercise 
aimed at studying Muslim education 
system with an element of suspicion.

women in trouble 

It is an exigency today for our 
society to thoroughly study 
the crimes against women 
in various patterns and 
shades. The crime against 
women has become the or-
der of the day and the same 
is confirmed by our print, 
web and broadcast media 
by their news reporting and 
coverage. Though women 
are worshipped as life giv-
ers, the numerous instances 
of crimes against women 
stand antithetical and are as 
stigma to our culture. It may 
look repetitive but to remind 
that women play a very piv-
otal role in the society, and 
yet the society has not given 
them their due share and the 
veneration they deserve. The 
Indian patriarchy has always 
been biased against women 
and this negative inclination 
has resulted in grievous of-
fences like rape, acid attack, 
stalking, voyeurism and a 
host of other heinous crimes. 

The glorious Vedic his-
tory stands as a witness that 
women in India were treated 

as goddess in the form of Lak-
shmi, Saraswati, and Durga 
and had a very reverential 
status in the society they 
enjoyed the  equal rights like 
men. However the medieval 
period saw the unprecedent-
ed and never to be repaired 
deterioration in the status 
women one time enjoyed. 
The new low was that they 
were treated as subservi-
ent as property. They were 
no near men not to think of 
near equality. This period 
was called ‘Dark Period for 
Women’ and it holds water. 
The period of British rule 
further lowered the position 
of women drastically mainly 
due to the western socio-cul-
tural impact. Many reform 
movements were launched 
for the women and by the 
women against the age old 
bias, inequality, suppression 
and other corollary atrocities, 
and voiced for the women 
education and necessary 
legal reforms. Thus during 
this period the efforts of the 
reformers, national leaders 
and women’s organizations 
resulted in a good deal of so-
cial legislations by the British 
Government.

After Independence, the 
Constitution of India guar-
anteed gender equality, fun-
damental rights and special 
provisions for the treatment 
and development of women 
in every sphere of life. Even 

after these rights, women 
have been always discrimi-
nated on the basis of their 
sex.

Efforts have been made 
at various levels to curb the 
same. However, no substan-
tial change had been visible 
until the year 2012, when 
the heinous rape committed 
in Delhi shook the entire na-
tion up from this false stupor 
of security.

In December 2012, the 
Government introduced the 
Criminal Law Amendment 
Bill, 2012 in the Lok Sabha. 
The Bill sought to rede-
fine the offence of rape and 
amend the penal laws in line 
with the recommendations of 
the Law Commission of India 
and the National Commis-
sion for Women (NCW). Fol-
lowing the Delhi gang-rape 
incident, the Government 
constituted a three member 
committee headed by the for-
mer Chief Justice J. S. Verma 
to suggest amendments to 
the criminal laws to ensure 
speedier justice and en-
hanced punishments in cas-
es of extreme sexual assault. 
The Criminal Law Amend-
ment Act, 2013, passed in the 
Parliament (Lok Sabha and 
Rajya Sabha respectively on 
March 19 and 21, 2013), the 
bill received presidential as-
sent on 2 April 2013 and was 
deemed to be effective from 3 
February, 2013. Most of the 

recommendations made by 
Justice Verma Committee 
were incorporated as para-
mount for quicker trial and 
an enhanced punishment 
for the criminals committing 
sexual assault of extreme na-
ture against women.

India being a follower 
of UN Charter and other 
important international 
instruments like Univer-
sal Declaration of Human 
Rights 1948, Convention 
on Elimination of All forms 
of Discrimination against 
Women 1979, Declaration on 
the Elimination of Violence 
against Women 1993, Inter-
national Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights 1966, 
International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cul-
tural Rights 1966, and relat-
ed Protocols of 1976. These 

international instruments 
provide for equality, security, 
liberty and integrity for all 
persons inclusive of women.

The Indian legislations 
made to deal with crimes 
against women are in galore. 
The Constitution of India and 
certain other legislations hav-
ing bearing on women’s pro-
tection are as under of certain 
other enactments pertain-
ing to the crimes committed 
against women. These laws 
have been passed by Indian 
Parliament from time to time 
to prevent such crime against 
women in the Indian society.

There are many factors that 
contribute to crime against 
women in India such as 
chauvinistic patriarchy, illit-
eracy, unemployment, un-
equal wages, discriminatory 
socio-cultural practices, lack 

of awareness of seriousness 
of the crime, unquestioned 
acceptances of men’s superi-
ority over women etc.

In the emotionally charged 
atmosphere after Nirbhaya 
gang rape case at that time, 
parliament did not get scope 
for undertake its due delib-
eration on the amendments 
or debate on each clause. It 
was anxious to appease pub-
lic sentiment and enact more 
stringent rape laws.

Presently, the failure of 
good governance is the obvi-
ous root cause for the current 
unsafe environment eroding 
the rule of law, and not the 
want of needed legislation of 
Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 2013 as the changes are 
unquestionably draconian. 
If there is a felt need for more 
laws, then there are many 
recommendations of expert 
bodies and judicial decisions 
that remain unimplemented. 
But the government ignored 
all the recommendations 
and in haste passed the 
Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 2013. The amendment 
brought certain change in 
IPC, Cr.P.C. and the Evi-
dence Act particularly relat-
ing to protection of women 
against crime. These chal-
lenges unquestionably the 
Criminal Law Amendment 
Act which is being abused 
in practice.

In recent years there has 

been an alarming increase 
in sexual violence and ha-
rassment of women, which 
reveals a large scale soci-
etal breakdown. Violence 
against women appears to 
have the dual function of 
at once controlling women 
and perpetuating their in-
terior status. It also aims at 
restricting women’s mobility 
and sexuality and to punish 
women who flout societal 
norms prescribed by the par-
ticular community. All the 
public place are physically 
dominated by man which 
poses a number of threats 
for women while they are 
moving towards pursuing 
education, acquiring some 
gainful employment or even 
trying to make a stride in 
the public space. To enable 
women to fight against dis-
crimination and abuse it is 
necessary to empower them 
by ensuring for them appro-
priate and effective legal aid. 
Criminal Law (Amendment) 
Act, 2013 is a successful step 
in this sense which not only 
expands the definition of 
rape, it also addresses pen-
alties for other abhorrent 
forms of crime like stalking, 
voyeurism. But the study re-
vealed that appropriate and 
efficient laws alone are not 
sufficient to protect the right 
to live with dignity of women.

The purpose of law is to 
prescribe the standard of 

behaviour of the people and 
to regulate their conduct in 
a civilized society. Faithful 
implementation of the law is 
of the essence under the rule 
of law for good governance. 
In the absence of faithful 
implementation of the laws 
by efficient machinery, it re-
mains mere rhetoric and a 
dead letter.

Unless and until people are 
ready to fight for it, things 
will not change. To handle 
women-related crimes ef-
fectively society’s percep-
tion needs to be completely 
altered. Strict law, however, 
creates fear among the 
people but it cannot put 
a complete deterrent to it 
since male domination and 
women subordination is 
very much ingrained in our 
socio-economic and politi-
cal system. Socialization of 
children based on equality 
of sexes can redistribute and 
equate the power between 
male and female thereby 
alter the unequal power 
relations between both the 
sexes. Social media can play 
a significant role in making 
the masses understand sex-
ism, sexual violence, fighting 
patriarchy and facilitating 
altitudinal change in the 
society.

Dr. Govind Yadav, Assistant 
Professor of Law, Jaipur 
National University 

Govind Yadav

Crime against women: a stuDy of PerCePtions anD awareness in youth
The Indian legislations made to deal with 
crimes against women are in galore. The 
Constitution of India and certain other 
legislations having bearing on women’s 
protection are as under of certain other 
enactments pertaining to the crimes committed 
against women. These laws have been passed by 
Indian Parliament from time to time to prevent 
such crime against women in the Indian society.
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The Allahabad High 
Court recently in the 
case Rajiv Kumar v. 

State of U.P. And 2 Others 
observed and has recently 
quashed an FIR and crimi-
nal proceedings in a POCSO 
case registered against a man 
as it noted that the accused 
man and victim-wife (who 
was a minor at the time of 
the incident) married the ac-
cused/ applicant out of her 
own sweet will and is living a 
happy married life with him.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Manju Rani Chau-
han observed that to punish 
punish the offenders for a 
crime, involved in the pres-
ent case, is in the interest of 
society, but, at the same time, 
the husband is taking care of 
his wife and in case, the hus-
band is sentenced and con-
victed for societal interest, 
then, the wife will be in great 
trouble and it would ruin 
their future. Thus, it is also 

in the interest of society to 
settle and resettle the family 
for their welfare, the bench 
quashed the rape-POCSO 
case against the accused.

FacTs oF The case:
The Maternal Uncle of the 
Victim lodged an FIR against 
the accused under Sections 
363, 366, and Section 376 
of the Indian Penal Code, 
1860and Section 3/4 of the 
POCSO Act, alleging that the 
accused had raped the victim 
(then a 17-year-old minor).

Further,  the accused 
moved the instant Section 
482 CrPC petition seeking to 
quash the instant FIR. Also, 
the victim appeared before 
the Court and had submitted 
that her maternal uncle had 
lodged the FIR in an attempt 
to ruin her married life. 

It was further stated by 
her that she has entered 
into a compromise with the 
accused and has married 
him out of her free will, and 
consent, and without any 

external pressure, coercion, 
or threat of any kind. Before 
the court, it was also submit-
ted that that out of their wed-

lock, they are blessed with a 
male child, who is presently 
four and half years old and 
as per her date of birth and at 

the time of marriage she was 
nearly 17 and half years old.

It was submitted by the 
Applicant-Accused that on 

account of the compromise 
entered into between the 
parties concerned, all dis-
putes between them have 

come to an end, and there-
fore, further proceedings 
are liable to be quashed in 
the present case.

observaTioNs MaDe 
by courT:
In the present case, the 
court noted that though the 
offence under the relevant 
sections 363, 366 and 376 
of IPC and Sections 3/4 of 
POCSO Act are not com-
poundable under Section 
320 Cr.P.C, however, add-
ing to it, the court stated that 
the power of the High Court 
under Section 482 Cr.P.C is 
not inhibited by the provi-
sions of Section 320 Cr.P.C 
and the criminal proceed-
ings as well as the FIR can 
be quashed by exercising 
inherent powers under pro-
vision of Section 482 Cr.P.C, 
if warranted in given facts 
and circumstances of the 
case for ends of justice or to 
prevent abuse of the process 
of any Court, even includ-
ing the cases which are not 

compoundable where par-
ties have settled the matter 
between themselves.

The court while consider-
ing the facts and circum-
stances of the case, and also 
the submissions made by the 
counsel for the parties, the 
court came to the consid-
ered opinion that the victim 
herself, has stated before this 
Court that out of her own 
sweet will, she has married 
the applicant and is living a 
happy married life and out 
of their wedlock, the couple 
are blessed with a male child. 
However, no useful purpose 
shall be served by prolong-
ing the proceedings of the 
criminal case as the parties 
have already settled their 
disputes.

Accordingly, the court 
quashed the charge sheet 
and the cognizance order 
as well as the entire pro-
ceedings of the Criminal 
Case were hereby quashed. 
Thus, the application was 
allowed.

AllAhAbAd high Court QuAshes PosCo CAse: 
if husbAnd/ACCused is ConviCted then 
viCtim/Wife’s future Would be ruined

delhi high Court 
told, over 600 
vACAnCies in 
delhi Prisons

Supreme Court:  Disapproved Filling Of Multiple 
Cases To Challenge National Commission For 
Minorities Act, “Imagine The Load On Courts”

Supreme Court: Petitions To Be Heard Challenging 
J&K Special Status Abrogation After Dussehra: 
“Will Certainly List Article 370 Petitions”.
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In the case Amit Sahni v 
Govt. Of NCT Of Delhi & 
Anr., the Director General 
of Prisons has informed the 
Delhi High Court that there 
were more than 600 vacan-
cies as on May 31 in the pris-
ons of national capital and 
the steps are underway for 
filling up the vacant posts in 
prisons.

It stated that out of the total 
3253 posts in Delhi’s Tihar, 
Rohini and Mandoli jails, a 
total of 2572 positions have 
been filed, leaving a total of 
681 vacancies.

Further, the details have 
been provided in a status 
report by the DGP, Prison 
Headquarters, Tihar Jail in 
response to a public interest 
litigation seeking filling up of 
pending vacancies in prisons 
including of Medical Offi-
cers, Counsellors, Welfare 
Officers, Yoga Teachers, 
Teachers for Education and 
Education Vocational Coun-
sellors.

It added that the status 
report submitted that 48 
general teachers and 23 tech-
nical teachers have been de-
puted by Delhi government’s 
education department for 
the prison inmates. Thus, the 
teachers have started visiting 
the Prison Department and 
they visit twice in a week.

The Court has been told 
that details of the vacant 
posts are regularly shared 
with the Delhi government’s 
health department, regard-
ing the medical and para 
medical staff.

The Status report added 

that for the post of Counsel-
lors a vacancy notice vide 
advertisement No.2/21 dated 
12.05.2021 has already been 
circulated by DSSSB vide 
which 40 posts of Counsel-
lors were sought exclusively 
for Prison Department.

The PIL filled by Advocate 
Amit Sahni for seeking di-
rection for constituting the 
Board of Visitors, Service 
Board, State Advisory Board 
and Prison Development 
Board as provided under 
Delhi Prison Act 2000 and 
Delhi Prison Rules 2018, in 
the larger interest of pris-
oners and as well as of the 
prison administration.

The plea filled contends 
that though the Board of 
Visitors was constituted on 
September 13 in 2019, the 
same is awaiting its notifi-
cation since then “for the 
reasons best known to the 
respondent authorities.

It is also stated in the plea 
that apart from the said va-
cancies, jails in Delhi are 
facing 20.25 percent staff 
shortage.

It is argued in the plea that 
the Delhi government and 
DGP are duty bound to take 
adequate steps not only for 
the welfare of the prison-
ers but also for well-being 
of prison staff, stating that 
the welfare of prisoners 
and prison staff goes hand 
in hand. The petition also 
submits that the shortage of 
prison staff is a reason for 
inadequate management of 
prisons which sometimes 
leads to violence upon “the 
errant inmates by the staff 
members.”

The Supreme Court in the case 
Chandra Shekhar v UOI, the bench 
comprising of Chief Justice U.U. 
Lalit, Justice Ravindra Bhat and 
Justice Indira Banerjee observed 
and has refused to entertain a pe-
tition seeking to declare the provi-
sions of Places of National Com-
mission for Minorities Act, 1992 
being violative of Constitution and 
to avoid the multiplicity of proceed-
ings.

Justice Bhat while noting that 
parties were rushing to court after 
reading something in the newspa-
per remarked, “Each writ petition 
filed is a new listing, Imagine the 
load on the courts”.

Further, the bench enquired why 
the same matter was coming up 
again and again. The counsel, Se-
nior Advocate Sonia Mathur, ap-
pearing for the petitioner submit-
ted that the parties were different 
in the present case.

Adding to this, the CJI Lalit re-
marked, “This is causing the mul-
tiplicity of proceedings. Seek im-
pleadment in the pending matter 
and Withdraw this.”

However, the matter was with-
drawn with the liberty to seek im-

pleadment in the pending matters.
The present petition prayed for 

declaration of the provisions under 
Sections 2(c) of the Places of Na-
tional Commission for Minorities 
Act, 1992 as being violative of and 
ultra vires the Articles 14, Article 
15, Article 21, Article 29 and the 
Article 30 as well as the principles 
of secularism. The petition stated 
that the population of Hindus was 
merely 1% in Ladakh, 2.75% in 

Mizoram, 2.77% in Lakshdweep, 
4% in Kashmir, 8.74% in Naga-
land, 11.52% in Meghalaya, 29% 
in Arunachal Pradesh, 38.49% in 
Punjab and 41.29% in Manipur. 
Further, the Centra Government 
had not declared them ‘minority’ 
under Section 2(c) of the National 
Commission of Minorities Act and 
as per the plea the Hindus were not 
protected under Articles 29- Arti-
cle 30 and could not administer or 

establish educational institution of 
their choice.

On the other hand, the plea sub-
mitted that the Central Govern-
ment has recognised Muslims as 
minorities arbitrarily under S. 2(c) 
of the National Commission of Mi-
norities Act, despite the fact that 
Muslims account for 96.58 per-
cent of the population in Lakshd-
weep, 95 percent in Kashmir, and 
46 percent in Ladakh. However, 

Christians, who make up 88.10 
percent of the population in Na-
galand, 87.16 percent in Mizoram, 
and 74.59 percent in Meghalaya, 
have been classified a minority by 
the Central Government, allowing 
them to operate and build their 
own educational institutions. Sub-
sequently, Sikhs make up 57.69 
percent of the population in Punjab 
and Buddhists make up 50 percent 
in Ladakh, and they can create and 
govern educational institutions, 
wherein, respectively, the Bahaism 
and Judaism have only 0.1 percent 
and 0.2 percent of the population.

Further, the petition stated the 
Central Government while exercis-
ing the unbridled powers conferred 
by Section 2(c) of the National Com-
mission of Minorities Act, arbi-
trarily notified five communities, 
namely Muslims, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Christians and Parsis as “minor-
ity communities” vide Notification 
dated 23.10.1993, without defining 
“minority” or framing guidelines 
for identification at the state level. 
Thus, Jains were added to the list as 
the sixth minority in 2014, despite 
the fact that the three-judge bench 
of this Hon’ble Court in the Bal Pa-
til Case had emphatically declined 
to award them “minority” status.

On Friday, the Supreme 
Court stated that it will list 
the petitions challenging 
the abrogation of the special 
status of Jammu and Kash-
mir under Article 370 after 
Dussehra vacations.

The Chief Justice of India 
UU Lalit stated that, “we 
will certainly list that”, when 
the counsel made an urgent 
mention to list the matters.

The court noted that in 
2019 the petitions were 
reffered to a Constitution 

Bench comprising 
of Justice N V Ra-
mana, Justice San-
jay Kishan Kaul, 
Justice R Subhash 
Reddy, Justice B R 
Gavai and the Jus-
tice Surya Kant. 
One of the members 
of the bench, Justice 
Subhash Reddy, re-
tired in January this 
year. However, the 
CJI was probably 
referring to this fact 
while saying that he 
will have to recon-

stitute the bench.
I n  D e c e m b e r 

2019, the hearings 
on the Article 370 
cases commenced 
before the 5-judge 
bench, it is almost 
4 months after the 
notifications issued 
by the Centre in 
August 2019. In the 
case a preliminary 
issue aroused as to 
whether a reference 
to 7-judge bench 
was necessary in 
light of alleged div-

eregence in the opinions ex-
pressed by two coordinate 
benches of the Supreme 
Court in the case of Prem 
Nath Kaul and the case of 
Sampath Prakash. The 
bench by a judgement dated 
2ndMarch, 2020, it was held 
by the Constitution bench 
that there was no need to re-
fer the matter regarding the 
challenging to the Presiden-
tial Orders issued to a larger 
Bench under Article 370.

The Court stated that the 
petitions have not been listed 
after March 2, 2020.
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In line with the decision of 
Govt. of India, a total of 1924 
Private Security Agency 
(PSA) Security personnel 
will be deployed at 60 air-
ports in place of Central 
Industrial Security Force 
(CISF) posted at non-core 
duty posts. The above deci-
sion will reduce the Security 
expenditure and these CISF 
personnel can be deployed at 
other airports which will fur-
ther strengthen the security 
set-up. This will further help 
inoperationalization of new 
Domestic & International 
Airports.

Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAI) has appointed 581 
Security personnel from 

Directorate General Resettle-
ment (DGR) sponsored Secu-

rity Agencies for Non-Core 
posts at 45 Airports. These 
Security personnel will be 
deployed after completion of 
Aviation Security (AVSEC) 
training program at selected 
airports. As on date, 161 DGR 
personnel for 16 airports are 
attending AVSEC training 
programs and they will be 
deployed after completion 
of training from 24thSep-
tember 2022.

At Kolkata Airport, already 
74 DGR Security personnel 
have been deployed from 
09thSeptember 2022 after 
attending the AVSEC train-
ing program. Deployment 
process of the remaining 
security personnel is under 
process.

The 20th Meeting of Pros-
ecutors General of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) Member 
States was held on 23rd Sep-
tember, 2022 in Astana, Ka-
zakhstan. The Indian delega-
tion attended the meeting in 
Astana, Kazakhstan under 
the leadership of:-
•	 Tushar Mehta, Learned 

Solicitor General of In-
dia, Department of Legal 
Affairs

•	 Dr. Anju Rathi Rana, Ad-
ditional Secretary, De-
partment of Legal Affairs

As precursor to the event 
on 23rd September, 2022 Dr. 
Anju Rathi Rana, Additional 
Secretary, Department of Le-
gal Affairs, Ministry of Law 
& Justice attended the Meet-
ing of the Experts Group for 
the 20th Meeting of the Pros-
ecutors General of Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) Member States on 8th 
and 13th September, 2022. 
The Meeting of the Experts 
Group reaffirmed strength-
ening of cooperation at bi-
lateral and multilateral lev-
els between SCO Member 
States. The Experts group 
discussed issues pertaining 
to the growth of transna-
tional economic crime in the 
world and thier experience 
of recovery of proceeds of 
crime from the states. The 
discussion between the 
Member States was held in 
a constructive and friendly 
atmosphere fostering the 
spirit of mutual trust and 
understanding.

The 20th Meeting of Pros-
ecutors General was attend-
ed by the Solicitor General 
of the Republic of India Shri 
Tushar Mehta, Prosecutor 
General of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan Asylov B.N., 
Prosecutor of the Supreme 
People’s Procuratorate of the 
People’s Republic of China 
Zhang Jun, Prosecutor Gen-
eral of the Kyrgyz Republic 
Zulushev K.T., Additional 
Attorney-General of the Is-
lamic Republic of Pakistan 
Rashdeen Nawaz Kasuri, 
Prosecutor General of the 
Russian Federation Kras-
nov I.V., Prosecutor General 
of the Republic of Tajikistan 
Rakhmon Yu.A., Prosecu-

tor General of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan Yuldashev 
N.T. and the SCO Secretary-
General Zhang Ming.

A Protocol incorporat-
ing the deliberations of the 
20th meeting of Prosecutors 
General of the SCO Member 
States was signed and ad-
opted by the SCO Member 
States. The salient features 
of the Protocol are as under:
•	 To strengthen coopera-

tion between the Prosecu-
tor General’s Offices of the 
SCO Member States with 
respect to the recovery 
of the proceeds of crime 
particularly in money 
laundering.

•	 To develop cooperation 
between the prosecutor’s 
offices of the SCO mem-
ber states at international 
institutions and forums 
on issues related to com-
bating economic crimes 
like money laundering, 
search, seizure and re-
covery of the proceeds of 
crime from states. 

•	 To use the forums of 
bilateral and multilat-
eral gatherings to discuss 
about ways to strengthen 
the systems in place to 
combat economic crimes 
particularly money laun-
dering.

•	 To continue the exchang-
ing of information on 

domestic laws governing 
seach seizure and recov-
ery of proceeds of crime. 
State’s experiences in 
their prevention as well as 
references, methodologi-
cal, information-analyt-
ical, scientific and other 
materials in the field of 
combating economic 
crimes.

•	 To develop cooperation 
between the Prosecutors 
General offices of the SCO 
member states in the field 
of training and advanced 
training of prosecutors 
and employees of other 
law enforcement agen-
cies whose competence 
includes issues of combat-
ing economic crimes.

•	 To conduct and par-
ticipate in bilateral and 
multilateral events on 
combating economic 
crimes, search, seizure 
and recovery of proceeds 
of crime from states.

Addressing the eminent 
gathering of Prosecutors 
General from SCO Mem-
ber States, Tushar Mehta, 
Learned Solicitor General of 
India highlighted the initia-
tives taken by the Govern-
ment of India to address 
Transnational Economic 
Crimes internationally by 
the ratification of two UN 
Conventions; the United 

Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized 
Crime (UNCTOC) and its 
three protocols and the 
United Nations Convention 
Against Corruption (UN-
CAC). At the national level 
in order to stop the threat 
of Transnational Economic 
Crimes, India has imple-
mented a number of leg-
islative measures over the 
years to prevent, detect, and 
penalise money laundering 
by specialised legislation 
namely Prevention of Mon-
ey Laundering Act, 2002 
(PMLA), Foreign Exchange 
Management Act, 1999 
(FEMA), The Fugitive Eco-
nomic Offenders Act, 2018 
(FEOA) and the Companies 
Act, 2013.

Tushar Mehta also under-
lined the vital role of Mutual 
Legal Assistance Treaties/
Agreements for the cases 
where it is necessary to gath-
er information and conduct 
formal investigations abroad 
with the help of foreign gov-
ernment, when the accused 
person(s) has fled the coun-
try after committing a crime, 
or when a part or the entire 
crime was committed out-
side the country. 

In order to seek aid in 
pursuing such crimes India 
has signed Mutual Legal 
Assistance Agreements to 
request assistance in investi-
gating such crimes. India has 
signed Extradition Treaties/
Agreements with 47 and 11 
countries respectively and 
Mutual Legal Assistance 
Treaties/Agreements with 
42 nations to seek assistance 
in the investigation of such 
instances. 

In his concluding remarks, 
Shri Tushar Mehta, Learned 
Solicitor General of India, 
expressed his gratitude to 
all participating member 
states and urged them to 
work together to broaden 
the scope of the activities of 
the forum and eliminate the 
threat of transnational eco-
nomic crimes by enhancing 
mutual trust, understand-
ing, cooperation and com-
munication between the 
member states.

The next (21st) meeting of 
the Prosecutors General of 
the SCO Member States will 
be held in the People’s Re-
public of China in 2023.
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A delegation from 
Uruguay consisting 
of Mr. Marcos Mar-

tinez, Natural Resources of 
Agriculture Ministry, Uru-
guay and Mr.  Federico Con-
don, Genebank Manager, 
National Institute of Agri-
cultural Research, Uruguay 
held discussions with the 
Indian delegation headed 
by Shri Ashwani Kumar, 
Joint Secretary, Ministry 
of Agriculture & Farmers 
Welfare, Government of 
India along with Dr. R.C. 
Agarwal, DDG (Education), 
ICAR, Dr. Ashok Kumar, Di-
rector, NBPGR and Dr. Sunil 
Archak, Principal Scientist, 
NBPGR in New Delhi today 
to explore the possibility of 
cooperation between both 
countries in the field of ag-
riculture.

 Marcos Martinez said 
their country grows millet 
species like Sorghum and 
Finger millets and many mi-
nor native millets like Pas-

palum and Panicum millets.  
He said Uruguay has native 
grasses that grow naturally 
and is used for animal pro-
duction.  He said this native 
grassland is considered as 
native wealth of Uruguay 
and is raised naturally as 
feed for bovine and sheep. 

 Marcos Martinez said 
they would like to explore 
the possibility of coopera-
tion between two countries 
on germ plasm exchange, 
grain processing for human 
food and eventually also for 
breeding and any other re-
search related to grain pro-
duction. He said Uruguay 
is considered as leader in 
food production. Uruguay 
has 3.5 million people but 
produces food for more 
than 30 million people. He 
said they export Soyabean 
and its components like oil, 
which are mostly GM crops, 
long grain rice. He said they 
export meat, milk, oranges, 
lemon, wool and locally pro-
duced wine.  The production 
of wool and leather is enor-

mous and there is still high 
potential for export.

Ashwani Kumar thanked 
Mr. Marcos Martinez for 
informing the potential for 

export from Uruguay. He 
said India has also lot of ag-
ricultural products which 
can be exported to Uruguay. 
He said India produces 

many vegetables and fruits 
and exports Mango, Grapes, 
Pineapple, Pomegranate to 
many countries, including 
the US, Canada etc. He said 

India also exports vegetables 
and Basmati Rice to Europe 
and North America, which 
is worth Rs. 30,000 crores. 
He said ten types of millets 

are grown in the country.  He 
further said minor millets 
are also produced in very 
large area.  He said there can 
be a technical bilateral group 
consisting of Department of 
Agriculture, Department 
of Animal Husbandry and 
ICAR from India, who can 
meet annually and move 
further in the field of millets 
and any other crop or export.  
He said Uruguay may send 
a letter expressing their in-
terest for cooperation and 
move forward in a planned 
way.  He said both countries 
can also chalk out a road-
map for mutual exchange in 
germ plasm.  He said both 
countries can benefit from 
expertise in their respec-
tive countries. He said, in 
the field of agriculture, Joint 
Working Groups (JWG) are 
in existence between India 
and the US, Canada, Aus-
tralia, Europe Union and 
like that JWG can be formed 
between India and Uruguay, 
which can meet twice a year 
- once in India and once in 

Uruguay.  He said there can 
also be technical coopera-
tion between universities of 
both countries.  He said In-
dia has 74 agricultural uni-
versities and our country 
is very strong in this field.  
Bilateral student exchange 
programme is also one of the 
areas where both countries 
can cooperate. Admission of 
students from Uruguay for 
research and post-graduate 
programmes can also be 
done here.  The Uruguayan 
delegation said it is a won-
derful idea as it makes re-
lationships to grow.  Shri 
Ashwani Kumar said both 
countries can work on farm-
ers’ rights and plant variety.  
India has an Authority for 
plant variety called PPV-
FRA.  Capacity building can 
also be done by both coun-
tries.

Ashwani Kumar said a let-
ter may be sent from Uru-
guayan Embassy expressing 
their interest for a bilateral 
agreement so that we can 
move forward.

uruguay meeting on agriculture 
Meeting between Indian delegation led by Shri Ashwani Kumar, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Government of India 
and Uruguayan delegation led by Mr. Marcos Martinez from the Natural Resources of Agriculture Ministry, Government of Uruguay

Policy & PoliticS
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Sharad kumar, aPd Chennai along with Shri Sudhir Malik, ed Se-
curity during the training session of private security personnel at 
Chennai airport

With the amendment in export policy of 
Broken Rice from “free” to Prohibited”, 
Government of India has successfully 
ensured domestic food security, avail-
ability of domestic feed for poultry and 
cattle feed, while keeping a check over 
inflation as well as domestic price of 
rice.

Export policy of broken rice has been 
amended in order to ensure adequate 
availability of broken rice for consump-
tion by domestic poultry industry and 
for other animal feedstock; and to 
produce ethanol for successful imple-
mentation of EBP (Ethanol Blending 
Programme) program.

Due to various reasons, there was 
need for amending the Policy.  

Domestic price of broken rice, which 
was Rs. 16/Kg in the open market has 
increased to about Rs. 22/Kg in States 
because of exports due to higher inter-
national prices. Poultry sector and ani-
mal husbandry farmers were impacted 
the most due to price hike of feed ingre-
dients as about 60-65% inputs cost for 
poultry feed comes from broken Rice 
and any increase in prices will be re-
flected in poultry products like Milk, 
Egg, Meat etc. which resulted in food 
inflation.

There has been a rise in global de-
mand for broken rice due to geo-polit-
ical scenario which has impacted price 
movement of commodities including 
those related to animal feed. The export 
of broken rice has increased by more 
than 43 times in past 4 years (21.31 LMT 
exported from April-August, 2022 com-
pared to 0.41 LMT in the same period 
in 2018-19).

The export share of Broken Rice sig-

nificantly increased to 22.78% as com-
pared to the 1.34% corresponding pe-
riod of 2019. From the year 2018-19 (FY) 
to 2021-22 (FY) export of Total Broken 
Rice increased by 319%.

Some countries (who never imported 
broken rice from India) have tapped 
into Indian market to exploit the situ-
ation at the cost of Indian consumers.  

The government has not made any 
changes in the policy relating to par-
boiled rice (HS CODE = 1006 30 10) and 
Basmati rice (HS CODE = 1006 30 20). 

Parboiled Rice and Basmati Rice con-
stitute around 55% of total rice export 
from India. So, the farmers will con-
tinue to get good remunerative prices 
and dependent/vulnerable countries 
will have adequate availability of par-
boiled rice as India has significant share 
in the global rice export.

In domestic production, 60-70 LMT 
estimated production loss was earlier 

anticipated. Now, production loss of 
40-50 LMT is expected and production 
output is not expected to be higher this 
year but only at par with previous year.

Notably, 217.31 LMT rice is in Govern-
ment buffer stock which is higher than 
the buffer stock norm. In the upcom-
ing Kharif Season, 510 LMT and in 
Rabi Season, 100 LMT of rice will be 
procured. The buffer stock maintained 
by the country is more than enough to 
meet the demand for the public distri-
bution system. The Government inter-
vention by prohibiting export of broken 
rice and imposing 20% duty on the 
export of basmati and non-par boiled 
rice will further help in containing the 
situation.

India commands 40% share in the 
global rice trade, exported 21.23 MMT 
of rice in 2021-22 fiscal as against 17.78 
MMT in the previous year. Due to the 
current geo-political situation, the in-
ternational price of rice was lucrative 
leading to high export of rice as com-
pared to previous year.

Due to surplus stock of rice, the do-
mestic price of rice will be under control 
as compared to international market 
and neighbouring countries where the 
price is comparatively high. The per-
centage increase in the MSP of paddy 
in last year was 5.15% (Rs.2040/qtl. in 
2022-23 and Rs. 1940/qtl. in 2021-22). 
The actual increase in price of rice is 
around 3%, due to increase in MSP and 
other input costs. The domestic price of 
rice is in comfortable position and the 
prices will remain well under control.

All India Domestic Wholesale prices 
of Rice and Wheat decreased by 0.08% 
and 0.43% respectively over the week. 
Retail price of Sugar is showing a de-
crease of 0.19% over the week.

A tAble showing the pro-
duction, export And Msp 
for the lAst three yeArs 
is As below

*as per 1st advance estimates of 
Production of Foodgrains for 2022-23 
released on 21.09.2022 by da&Fw
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top of the day

six killed  in 
earthquake in 
afghan
Kabul: an earthquake 
of magnitude 4.3 on the 
Richter scale hit afghani-
stan’s Hindu Kush Region 
in the early hours of 
Friday morning at around 
05:23 am.
“Earthquake of Magni-
tude:4.3, Occurred on 
23-09-2022, 05:22:59 IST, 
lat: 36.01 & long: 70.71, 
Depth: 120 Km, Region: 
Hindu Kush Region, 
afghanistan.” tweeted 
National Center for Seis-
mology. 

Earlier, on September 5, 
six people were killed and 
nine others were injured 
after an earthquake 
measuring 5.3 on the 
Richter scale hit several 
provinces of afghanistan.

china witness 
drought like 
situation
bEIjINg: The Chinese 
mainland has been under 
a massive grip of severe 
heatwaves and drought 
throughout summer and 
there is a possibility that 
the country will continue 
to experience moderate 
to severe drought-like 
situations in the com-
ing years, impacting the 
socio-economic condi-
tion of the country, said a 
combined study of scien-
tists from the uS-based 
university of Texas and 
China-based Tsinghua 
university.

20 killed in 
blast near 
mosque: kabul
Kabul: a powerful 
explosion was heard 
on Friday near Kabul at 
Wazir Muhammad akbar 
Khan grand Mosque.
according to initial 
reports, the explosion 
occurred when the wor-
shipers were leaving the 
mosque, reported Tolo 
News. So far, there are no 
numbers available about 
casualties.

Notably, the explosion 
comes days after a blast 
was heard near the Rus-
sian Embassy southwest 
of Kabul city.

The blast resulted in 
the death of two Russian 
Embassy staff and the 
injury of several locals, 
Taliban spokesman for 
the Ministry of Foreign af-
fairs, abdul Qahar balkhi, 
said in a tweet.

japan to allow  
visa free travel
TOKyO: japan will 
resume visa-free entry 
for individual travellers 
on October 11, Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida 
announced Thursday in 
New york.

For the first time in 
about two and a half 
years, japan sets out bor-
der rules which are close 
to pre-pandemic norms, 
reported Nikkei asia. “We 
will remove the cap on 
the number of people 
entering the country, and 
will resume accepting 
individual travel and visa-
free travel,” Kishida said. 
In an effort to control the 
spread of COVID-19, ja-
pan currently only allows 
package tours, and re-
quires visas for all visitors 
along with a cap of 50,000 
on daily arrivals.

Now, starting October 
11, short-term visitors 
will no longer be required 
to apply for tourist visas.

unhcr report

Iran deporting thousands 
of Afghan refugees
tdg network
PaKISTaN

As Afghanistan continues 
to remain under the grip of 
a humanitarian crisis, more 
than 7,000 Afghan refugees 
have been deported by Iran 
in the past week, the Taliban-
led Ministry of Refugees and 
Repatriation said on Thurs-
day. 

Earlier, Iran’s Ambassador 
to Kabul, Bahadur Amin-
ian, said that around 3,000 
Afghans per day are enter-
ing Iran illegally and the 
same amount are travelling 
to Iran with visas and legal 
documents. 

“Most of those who go to 
Iran through illegal means 
face the risks of human traf-
ficking and a lack of servic-
es,” Aminian said. 

Before the Taliban took 
control of Afghanistan, 
around 3.4 million refugees 
were living in Iran, of which 
roughly 2 million lacked the 
proper documentation to do 
so, according to the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). 

For the past five years, 
Afghanistan’s situation has 
been a peculiar one in the re-

gion, with a steady increase 
of forcibly displaced people 
every year. 

In Afghanistan, the num-
ber of internally displaced 
persons has been increasing 
rapidly in the past 5 years. 
Globally, Afghanistan re-
mains the 6th largest IDP 
country and has the largest 
IDP population in Asia and 
the Pacific region at 3.5 mil-
lion, a 20% increase com-
pared to the previous year. 

By the end of 2021, there 
will have been 7,77,000 
newly displaced Afghans 
during the year due to the 
deterioration in conflict and 
insecurity in Afghanistan. 

58% of the IDP popula-
tion in Afghanistan are chil-
dren under 18, and 21% are 
women. 

The UNHCR report has ar-
gued that durable solutions 
for Afghans include volun-
tary repatriation, resettle-
ment to a third country, local 
integration, naturalization, 
and return to the place of 
origin prior to displacement. 

Earlier in a statement, Am-
nesty International urged all 
countries to cease deporting 
Afghan migrants to Turkey 
or Iran, where they risk in-
carceration, torture, other 
ill-treatment, and forced 
deportation to Afghanistan.

In Afghanistan, the number of internally displaced persons has been 
increasing rapidly in the past 5 years.

NEw YoRK: Iranian president Ebrahim Raisi on Thurs-
day cancelled the scheduled interview with the US jour-
nalist as she refused to wear a hijab for the interaction. 
This comes amid massive protests in Iran that escalated 
after the death of a woman in police custody for breaking 
hijab laws. After the journalist refused to wear the hijab, 
an interview with Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi with 
CNN’s chief international anchor Christiane Amanpour 
was abruptly canceled. 

Amanpour stated on Twitter that she was asked to wear 
a headscarf but that after she refused, the interview was 
canceled. In a series of tweets, the anchor said that she 
planned to discuss the demonstrations, which are surging 
in Iran, including numerous incidents where women are 
burning their hijabs to protest over the death of Mahsa 
Amini in police custody. “This was going to be President 
Raisi’s first ever interview on US soil, during his visit to 
NY for the UNGA. After weeks of planning and eight 
hours of setting up translation equipment, lights, and 
cameras, we were ready. But no sign of President Raisi,” 
Amanpour said in a tweet. She waited for 40 minutes 
for the President to come for the interview, but it was 
cancelled. “40 minutes after the interview had been due 
to start, an aide came over.

Cnn’s Chief international anchor Christiane Amanpour 
waiting for Iran President for interview.

rigidity

iran president refuses to speak 
with journalist sans hijab

government

Afghanistan’s health system 
is on the brink of collapse
tdg network
Kabul

Several residents in Kabul 
voiced concerns over the 
shortage of female doctors 
in the country due to rising 
problems for women re-
garding challenges in health 
facilities, the Global wom-
en’s Health Index Institute 
(GwHI) said in a report. 

Since the Taliban took con-
trol of Afghanistan, women 
in the country have been 
deprived of fundamental 
rights. According to the re-
port, women cannot visit 
health clinics or have a doc-
tor examine them without a 
male companion, and sev-
eral provinces lack essential 
healthcare services. “Many 
patients come from Paktia 
and Helmand.”They say 
there is no female doctor,” 
said a doctor at the Najmul-

sama Shafajo Hospital. 
The residents of Kabul have 

raised concerns about the 
shortage of female staff at 
hospitals, which has posed 
severe threats to the health 
of Afghan women.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Public Health (MoPH) said 
that it has created dozens of 
facilities for women across 
the country. The Taliban has 

imposed draconian restric-
tions on the rights to freedom 
of expression, association, as-
sembly, and movement for 
women and girls. 

Afghan women are star-
ing at a bleak future due to 
a number of restrictions 
imposed by the Taliban gov-
erning aspects of their lives 
within 10 months of Afghani-
stan’s takeover. 

Since the taliban took control of Afghanistan, women in the country 
have been deprived of fundamental rights.

crisis

malaria and 
diseases spreading 
fast in flood-hit pak
tdg network
NEWyORK

As Pakistan continues to 
bear the brunt of ongoing 
floods, infectious diseases 
like malaria, typhoid, and 
dengue fever are fast spread-
ing across regions as the 
death toll reached 324, au-
thorities said on wednesday.

The stagnant floodwaters 
have led to widespread cas-
es of skin and eye infections, 
diarrhoea, malaria, typhoid 
and dengue fever across 
numerous provinces in 
Pakistan, triggering health 
threats to people in Pakistan.  

Many people are in urgent 
need of food and medicine in 
flood-hit regions despite the 
efforts of the government 
and humanitarian organisa-
tions.

A majority of Pakistanis 
are unhappy with the gov-
ernment’s response to the 
unprecedented natural 
disaster that has ravaged 
millions of lives in the cash-
strapped country, according 
to a survey. 

This displeasure was evi-
dent in the latest Pattan sur-
vey published this week. The 
survey was conducted by 
community-based activists 
at 38 disaster-hit localities in 
14 districts of three flood-hit 
provinces. 

As per the survey, most lo-
calities were unhappy with 
the performance of state in-
stitutions. People in 92% of 
locations were forced to leave 
their villages and neighbour-
hoods due to floods, the sur-
vey said.

People in 92% of locations were forced to leave their villages and 
neighbourhoods due to floods.

strategic interests

china targeted scientists 
working in u.s. labs

The Chinese government 
recruited scientists, who 
worked at Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory in New 
Mexico, to assist China in 
advancing key military 
and dual-use technologies 
in areas such as hyperson-
ics, deep-earth penetrating 
warheads, unmanned au-
tonomous vehicles (UAV), 
and jet engines.

Strider Technologies is a 
security and intelligence 
firm located in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, in the US. The in-
telligence think tank enables 

clients to proactively identify, 
manage, and respond to na-
tion-state-directed IP theft 
and supply chain vulner-
abilities. 

The report highlighted that 
in three decades, over 160 re-
searchers returned to China 
to help with its nuclear and 
other advanced weapons 
programs. 

“Between 1987 and 2021, at 
least 162 scientists who had 
worked at Los Alamos re-
turned to China to support 
various domestic research 
and development (R&D) 
programs. of those fifteen, 
thirteen were recruited into 
Chinese government tal-
ent programs; some were 
responsible for sponsoring 
visiting scholars and post-
doctoral researchers from 
the PRC, and some received 
US government funding for 
sensitive research. 

At least one of these staff 
members held a US Depart-
ment of Energy (DoE) “Q 
Clearance,” allowing access 

to top-secret restricted data 
and national security infor-
mation. 

China is employing a Tal-
ent Superpower Strategy 
designed to incentivize aca-
demics, researchers, and sci-
entists to go abroad, deepen 
their expertise, and return to 
China to advance its strategic 
interests.

tdg network
uTaH

China is employing a talent Superpower Strategy designed to 
incentivize academics, researchers, and scientists to go abroad, 
deepen their expertise,.

Russia’s Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov 
was slammed by the 

US as well as its allies for 
having actually left the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council 
conference right away as 
he completed his speech in 
which he accused Ukrainian 
pressures of making “illegal” 
strikes on the “relaxed resi-
dents of Donbas.”

An US official boiled down 
greatly on Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov for 
only being at the United Na-
tions Security Council meet-
ing on Ukraine momentarily 
and also skipping the Rus-
sian objection from western 
diplomats. 

Blinken criticized Russia 
for its battle in Ukraine on 
Thursday and also kept in 
mind that nations consisting 
of those keeping “close con-
nections” with Moscow have 
actually publicly condemned 

the conflict.
while Blinken was talking, 

Lavrov avoided the session. 
Taking a look at such a scene, 
an US official criticised Lav-
rov and also stated, “Lavrov 
apparently could not birth to 
listen to the clear and repeti-
tive messages of condemna-
tion of Russia’s battle versus 
Ukraine. 

He strolled into the cham-
ber right before his speaking 
slot and also left soon after.” 
The authorities said it signi-
fied Russian weak point and 
also a testament to the truth 
that Russians recognize that 
they are being isolated on the 
globe phase. 

It concerns mention that 
the Russian Foreign Min-
ister strolled into the UN 
Security Council meeting 
at roughly 11:30 am ET and 
took his seat at the table, 
nearly 1.5 hours late. 

The council was review-
ing the upkeep of tranquil-
ity and safety and security 
in Ukraine.

Earlier, at UNSC, Lavrov 
called Ukraine a “totalitar-
ian Nazi-like state”, alleged 
that nation’s armed forces 
are using civilians as human 
guards.  He additionally 
charged Ukrainian Head of 
state Volodymyr Zelensky 

and the “Kyiv regime” of 
“racist” as well as “anti-Rus-
sian” inspired aggressive-
ness. Ukraine has actually 
become a totalitarian Nazi-
like state where the norms 
of humanitarian regulation 
are violated. 

There is no surprise that 
their militaries in the na-
tionwide squadrons are 
utilizing calm civilians as 
human shields: UNSC on 
Ukraine,” Lavrov stated 
in the UNSC rundown on 
Ukraine.

unsc meet

Lavrov defends Russia at UN 
showdown rife over Ukraine war

russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov at the United nations Security Council.

tdg network
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issue

pakistan denies sending delegation to israel

Pakistan’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs on Thursday 
rejected the notion of any 
official Pakistani delega-
tion’s visit to Israel adding 
that the country’s position 
on the Palestinian issue was 
unchanged.

The Foreign office spokes-
person, responding to media 
queries, said that the reported 
visit in question was organ-
ised by a foreign non-govern-
mental organisation (NGo) 
not based in Pakistan, report-
ed The News International. It 

also reiterated that Pakistan’s 
position on the Palestinian is-
sue is clear and unambigu-
ous. A day earlier, a delega-
tion of Pakistanis met Israeli 
Foreign Ministry officials in 
Jerusalem. It also included a 
former government minister.

According to the Foreign 
office, Pakistan’s position on 
the Palestinian issue is clear 
and unambiguous. “There 
is no change whatsoever in 
our policy on which there is 
a complete national consen-
sus,” the statement said.

The statement further said 
that Pakistan steadfastly sup-
ports the Palestinian people’s 

inalienable right to self-deter-
mination.

“The establishment of an 
independent, viable and 
contiguous Palestinian state 
with pre-1967 borders and 
Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capi-
tal, in accordance with the 
relevant United Nations and 
organisation of Islamic Coop-
eration (oIC) resolutions, is 
imperative for just and lasting 
peace in the region,” read the 
statement.

A day earlier, the trip organ-
iser said the delegation also 
included representatives 
from the American Muslims 
and multi-faith women’s 

Empowerment Council and 
Sharaka, a US-based non-
government group. “Yes, 
I am in Jerusalem with a 
delegation to promote inter-
faith harmony,” said Nasim 
Ashraf, the head of the del-
egation.

He refused to give any fur-
ther details about other mem-
bers of the delegation. Nasim 
Ashraf used to be Pakistan’s 
development minister and 
the chairman of the Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB).

This is the second Paki-
stani delegation that the two 
organizations have brought 
to Israel recently.

tdg network
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FUROR IN IRAN 

Iran: No women should be persecuted 
for choosing what to wear

The death of Mahsa 
Amini—a 22-year-old 
girl who was on a visit 

to Tehran with her brother—
has caused a furor in Iran 
against the strict hijab laws, 
with protests breaking out 
across several parts of the 
country. Over the past few 
days, hundreds of people—
especially women—have in 
fact come together to chant 
slogans against the Iranian 
authorities, with some go-
ing to the extent of taking 
off their hijabs in defiance 
of the local laws. In many 
places, women have also cut 
their hair and burned their 
hijabs as a mark of protest.

On September 13, Amini 
was arrested by Tehran’s 
morality police for alleg-
edly not covering her hair 
with the Islamic headscarf, 
known as hijab, which is 
mandatory for Iranian 
women. And just a couple 
of hours later, she was hos-
pitalised, falling into a coma. 
According to Iran’s security 
forces, Amini suffered a 
heart attack at the deten-
tion centre while receiving 
educational training on Hi-
jab rules.

Amini collapsed as she at-

tempted to get up from her 
seat to speak with a police 
officer at the station. She is 
then shown being carried 
away on a stretcher. The Ira-
nian Interior Minister, Ah-
mad Vahidi, claimed that as 
per the reports he received, 
“Mahsa suffered from previ-
ous physical problems and 
she had undergone brain 
surgery at the age of five.”

Her family, however, dis-
putes these claims, stating 
that she was absolutely 
healthy prior to her arrest 
and saying that the young 
girl had no history of heart 
trouble. The family also al-
leged that she sustained 
injuries during her time in 
custody, thereby pointing 
towards the fact that she 
might have been physically 
assaulted.

Even the acting UN High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights, Nada al-Nashif, 
stated that reports suggest 
that the police hit Amini on 
the head with a baton and 
banged her head against one 
of their vehicles. After a pho-
to and video of Amini lying 
unconscious on a hospital 
bed with blood oozing from 
her ear and bruises around 
her eyes went viral, several 
doctors confirmed that she 
had a concussion due to head 

injuries.
But while the truth about 

Amini’s arrest and her con-
sequent death continues to 
remain a mystery, human 
rights groups such as Am-
nesty International have 
been demanding a criminal 
investigation into the mat-
ter. Similarly, Human Rights 

Watch has demanded the 
abolition of the Iranian mo-
rality police and religious 
laws that mandate women 
to wear headscarves. Josep 
Borrel, the spokesperson 
for EU foreign policy, went 
a step ahead and called for 
those responsible for Amini’s 
death to be held accountable.

The authorities have never-
theless opened an investiga-
tion to determine the cause 
of Amini’s death. Yet, the 
protesting Iranians doubt 
that the probe will be car-
ried out in an objective or 
transparent manner. This 
perception predominantly 
emerges from the fact that 

this is not the first time that 
such an “unacceptable” in-
cident has taken place in the 
Islamic nation.

Following the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution, a mandatory 
dress code was imposed in 
Iran, which required all 
women to wear hijab and 
prohibited them from wear-

ing clothes that exposed 
their skin or disguised their 
figure in public. The moral-
ity police units—formally 
known as “Gasht-e Ershad” 
(Guidance Patrols)—were 
tasked, among other things, 
with ensuring that women 
conform to this “proper” 
clothing. Punishments for 
violating the mandate in-
cluded a fine, prison, or 
flogging.

Given this ruling, it is safe 
to say that in Iran, women—
for years, perhaps decades—
have been deprived of their 
fundamental right to choose 
what they wanted to wear or 
how they wanted to dress. 
But the Iranian women have 
not remained silent and have 
been protesting time and 
again, demonstrating their 
opposition against these 
rules.

In the past few years, these 
protests have, however, be-
come increasingly visible 
and louder. But at the same 
time, the government under 
Raisi, the religious hardlin-
ers in the parliament, and 
the morality police units 
have also become stricter, 
thus coming down harder on 
women and the protestors.

According to a BBC report 
from 2018, more than 35 fe-
male protesters have been 

arrested in Tehran alone 
since December 2017.Police 
authorities also stated that 
women who took part in 
anti-hijab protests were con-
fronted with up to ten years 
in prison. Furthermore, in 
April 2018, a female moral-
ity police officer in Tehran 
slapped a woman for wear-
ing a loose headscarf.The 
incidence—although not 
uncommon—was filmed 
and shared on Instagram, 
receiving more than 3 mil-
lion views.

Thus, the death of Mahsa 
Amini has lighted a spark 
of aggression all over again, 
with many cities in Iran now 
engulfed in its flame, a flame 
that has now started reach-
ing abroad. But whether it 
results in any concrete ac-
tion or not remains to be 
seen. However, the verdict 
among the public is clear—
no woman should be perse-
cuted for choosing what to 
wear.
Akanksha Khullar is an inde-
pendent scholar working on 
gender issues, particularly 
on understanding the Women, 
Peace and Security agenda, 
and identifying how national, 
regional and international or-
ganisations contribute in shap-
ing the United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 1325.

AkAnkshA khullAr
new delhi

Mahsa Amini was taken to hospital in a coma after being beaten by Iran’s morality police amid a crackdown for infringements of 
strict hijab laws.

The death of Mahsa Amini—a 22-year-old girl who was on a visit to Tehran with her brother—has caused a furore  in Iran against the strict hijab laws with protests 
breaking out across  several parts of the country. Given this background, the article seeks to answer the question as to what this means for Iran and whether justice 
will be served after all.
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 Eric Falt, cluster 
Director UNESCO 

with other 
members stand 

around arranged 
illuminating 
earthen pots 

during a UNESCO 
representative 
visit to witness 

Durga Puja Art as 
UNESCO confers 

the Durga Puja 
festival as Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity, at Town 

Hall, in Kolkata on 
Thursday.

CULTURAL HERITAGE 

FIvE sTRAnGEsT THInGs pEopLE 
EAT ARoUnd THE woRLd
The world is a diverse place. People come 
from diverse backgrounds, so their lifestyle 
choices, including the food they eat, differ from 
one another. Having said that, there are a lot of 
cultures where people eat bizarre things around 
the world. Have a look at five bizarre things that 
people eat around the world. 

Casu Marzu
The name is weird, right? But when 
you get to know what this dish is, you 
will understand the definition of weird. 

It is a type of cheese that originated in Sardinia, 
Italy. The secret to this cheese recipe is that 
flies are left to lay eggs on the surface. The top 
layer is cut to allow the flies to enter inside. 
After the hatching of the eggs, maggots are 
allowed to live inside to increase the flavour. 
Some people remove the maggots while eating 
the cheese, while others eat the maggots along 
with it. This is extremely hazardous to health 
and is even banned in certain countries.

Balut
Balut is an unfertilized duck egg 
which is boiled and eaten. This is a 
famous delicacy in the Philippines. 

The dish requires slurping of the liquids, and 
then the duck embryo is topped with salt and 
vinegar. While eating it, you are required to 
break the egg and then eat it. When the egg 
gets old, you will get to eat some feathers and 
even a beak. This dish is fear factor worthy, 
isn’t it?

Haggis
This dish could be the flag bearer of 
weird dishes around the world. Also 
known as Scotland’s national dish, it 

is made by mincing a sheep’s heart, liver, and 
lungs with oatmeal and various spices. After a 
certain texture is achieved, it’s stuffed into the 
sheep’s stomach, and then it is cooked. Poor 
sheep!

starfisH
Starfish is a national delicacy in China. 
In China, starfish are skewered and 
deep-fried to appease taste buds. 

CHiCken feet
Famously known as a Chinese deli-
cacy, chicken feet are served all over 
the world. They are cooked in a sweet 

or spicy sauce. This is believed to give you 
younger skin as it contains a lot of collagen, 
a hefty dose of calcium, and loads of health 
benefits.

after anotHer instagraM 
outage, netizens flood twitter 
witH Hilarious MeMes

#instagraMdown

Social networking service ‘Instagram’ was down for 
thousands of users worldwide. According to 9to5Mac, 
the Meta-owned platform faced an outage as users 
around the world complaint about the feed not working, 
problems with checking DMs, and more. According to 
the Twitterati and DownDetector, Instagram went down 
around 9:32 a.m.   

The hashtag #instagramdown started trending, right 
after a large section of users weren’t able to access the 
app and soon Twitter got flooded with hilarious memes 
about the outage.

Although the outage’s cause is unknown, Instagram 
claims that they have been working to resolve these 
problems.

“And we’re back!” Instagram posted on Twitter. “We 
resolved the issue that caused today’s outage, and 
apologize for any inconvenience.  

There are 
more than 
900 Indian 
soldiers 
buried in Israel and in Israel, we 
understand what is the price of the 
war and what is the price of soldiers 
who have fought all their 
lives.

— Naor GiloN

BRAIn-pICKInG 

Ambassador, paying respects to brave Indian soldiers at Teen Murti 
Haifa Chowk.

Here’s it took 13 years for James Cameron to come up with 
‘Avatar 2’ screenplay 

FILMMAKInG 

TDG NeTwork
WASHIngTon 

Director James Cameron 
revealed that it took at least 
13 years to come up with the 
screenplay for ‘Avatar 2’.

According to Variety, Cam-
eron shared that before ‘Ava-
tar: The Way of Water’ there 
was a full ‘Avatar 2’ screen-
play that was written and 
then thrown into the trash. 
It turns out that at least an 
entire year of the 13-year gap 
between 2009’s ‘Avatar’ and 
2022’s ‘The Way of Water’ 
was spent on a screenplay 
that will never see the light 
of day.

The director said, “When 
I sat down with my writers 
to start ‘Avatar 2,’ I said we 
cannot do the next one until 

we understand why the first 
one did so well,” adding, “We 
must crack the code of what 
the hell happened.”

Cameron and his team 
came up with the solution. 
He shared, “All films work 
on different levels. The first 
is the surface, which consists 
of the character, problem, and 
resolution. The second is the-
matic. What is the movie try-
ing to say? But ‘Avatar’ also 
works on a third level, the 
subconscious. I wrote an en-
tire script for the sequel, read 
it, and realised that it did not 
get to level three. Boom. Start 
over. That took a year. “

During an appearance on 
‘The Marianne Williamson 
Podcast’ last year, Cameron 
elaborated more on this third 
level that he believes allowed 

‘Avatar’ to become the high-
est-grossing movie of all time 
at the worldwide box office. 

Last year, during  ‘The Mari-
anne Williamson Podcast’ 
show, Cameron revealed that 
it was this third level that he 
believed allowed ‘Avatar’ to 
become the highest-grossing 
movie of all time at the world-

wide box office, as per Variety.
He said, “There was a ter-

tiary level as well. It was a 
dreamlike sense of a yearn-
ing to be there, to be in that 
space, to be in a place that was 
safe and where you wanted to 
be. Whether that was flying, 
with that sense of freedom 
and exhilaration, or whether 
it’s being in the forest, where 
you can smell the earth. It was 
a sensory thing that commu-
nicated on such a deep level. 
That was the spirituality of 
the first film.”

He also fired his ‘Avatar’ 
sequel writers as they were 
trying to create new stories as 
opposed to figuring out what 
made the first movie a record-
breaker. Cameron added, 
“When I sat down to write the 
sequels, I knew there were 

going to be three at the time, 
and eventually it turned into 
four. I put together a group of 
writers and said, ‘I don’t want 
to hear anybody’s new ideas 
or anyone’s pitches until we 
have spent some time figuring 
out what worked on the first 
film, what connected, and 
why it worked.’ They kept 
wanting to talk about the 
new stories. I said, ‘We aren’t 
doing that yet.’ Eventually, I 
had to threaten to fire them 
all because they were doing 
what writers do, which is to 
try and create new stories. I 
said, ‘We need to understand 
what the connection was and 
protect it, protect that ember 
and that flame.’”

Recently, James Cameron 
unveiled several scenes from 
‘Avatar: The Way of Water’ 

from the second instalment 
of his epic sci-fi franchise, on 
September 10 at D23 Expo.

The film once again centres 
on Worthington’s Sully and 
Saldana’s Nav’i character, 
Neytiri.

The sequel to the award-
winning 2009 epic adven-
ture ‘Avatar,’ which was 
released in theatres 13 years 
ago, comes from Cameron 
and Josh Friedman.

‘Avatar: The Way of Wa-
ter’ stars Zoe Saldana, Sam 
Worthington, Sigourney 
Weaver, Stephen Lang, Cliff 
Curtis, Joel David Moore, 
CCH Pounder, Edie Falco, 
Jemaine Clement, and Kate 
Winslet.

The second part of the film 
will hit theatres globally on 
16 December 2022.  

EQUALITY 

Equality for women 
has undergone many 
changes over the de-

cades. There are surely more 
women working today than 
in the time of our grandmoth-
ers and mothers. There is an 
argument today that women 
form the majority of the 
workforce. One can only scoff 
at this statement as the data 
shows that only 21% of wom-
en in India get paid for work. 
The face of the workforce 
is still mainly men. There is 
progress, but there remains 
a long way off from what we 
may call the ideal situation.

Equality, for now, is mostly 
at an ideation level. Compa-
nies talk of inclusion, but it 
has been only recently that 
they have started actively 
working in the queer space. 
Lately, change has begun to 
take place. However, cisgen-
der women still battle for 
space in a male-dominated 
environment. Many are un-
der tremendous pressure to 
retain their jobs post preg-
nancy, as many offices still 
do not have a crèche as a 
mandatory part of office ar-
chitecture. The only division 
that has been adhered to is 
separate toilets for men and 
women. This leaves some 
women who lack the support 
of in-laws or family with no 
choice but to quit post-having 
a child.

Everyone is aware that for 
society to progress, we need 
more women CEOs, CFOs, 
and political leaders. We need 
women with the power to 
implement decisions at the 
grassroots level. In urban In-
dia, the professional world 
is dominated by men even 
today.

According to the seventh 
edition of Deloitte Global’s 
“Women in the Boardroom” 
report, women held 17.1% of 
the board seats in India in 
2021. Although the number 
of women in boardrooms has 

gone up, the number of wom-
en as chairpersons has come 
down to only 3.6% in 2021, as 
compared to 4.5% in 2018.

The current President of In-
dia, Droupadi Murmu, who 
belongs to a backward tribe, 
has surely and definitely de-
fined the new path of prog-
ress. Hopefully, this upward 
trajectory will continue and 
more women from smaller 
towns and cities will be given 
equal opportunities in senior 
positions in work as well as in 
the political realm.

Girls growing up in rural 
areas of India still struggle 
to have access to education. 
They are deprived of basic 
human needs. They still def-
ecate in the open with no 
access to proper sanitation. 
They are expected to live in 
conditions that are inhumane 
and degrading. In India, we 
have mothers dying during 
delivery and from gynecolog-
ical issues that have not been 
treated. The maternal mortal-
ity rate in India stands at 113.

Looking deeper into the 
problem, it is found that no 
one wishes to address the 
magnitude of inequality 
among women.

G e n de r  r o l e s  r e m a i n 
skewed for household chores. 
We have 160 million house-
wives in India who work as 
unpaid domestic workers 
for their entire lives. Men 
in the family who come for-
ward to help their wives at 
home are often ridiculed and 
teased as being “henpecked” 
husbands. So they shy away 
from social discrimination. 
According to the 2019 NSS 
report on time use, women 
in India spend 299 minutes a 

day on unpaid domestic ser-
vices for household members 
while men spend 97 minutes.

It is high time we not only 
redefine gender roles but also 
examine what it means to be 
a woman in the 21st century. 
The 2012 gang rape in Delhi 
of 22-year-old Nirbhaya 
shook the nation. Justice was 
delivered. But immediately 
after that, another rape took 
place in our country. Girls 
struggle to walk free on the 
streets at night. They need 
to rethink time and again to 
board any public transport 
or walk alone in a deserted 
street. Often the shame at-
tached to being raped is an-
other factor as to why crimes 
of this nature to go unreport-
ed. 

Therefore, as a society, we 
must work towards actu-
ally achieving equality rather 
than marking just one day as 
Women’s Equality Day.

According to  Saritha 
Hegde, Founder of ‘Not Just 
Hot’, “Women’s Equality Day 
was the day of celebration of 
women who fought before us 
in the US for women’s rights. 
From voting to equal wages. 
From safety to no harassment 
in the workplace. It’s a con-
tinuous movement and hope-
fully inching towards a fu-
ture where gender is truly not 
used as a tool to subjugate.”

Equality differs in our 
country from cities and vil-
lages. In cities, women and 
girls struggle with the gender 
pay gap, plus they are expect-
ed to earn, cook, and clean. 
But in villages, it is far worse. 
There is a systematic crime 
against the lower castes. The 
panchayats decide the fate of 

the girls in villages.
There are districts in Mad-

hya Pradesh where girls as 
young as 10 years old are sold 
to the highest bidder by their 
family members. These little 
girls are the earning mem-
bers of the family. They are 
expected to serve 10 custom-
ers each day for a measly sum 
of Rs 100. This is accepted 
and continues even today.

According to Akash Chou-
han, who runs his own NGO 
in MP, “There are villages 
where girls as young as 10-12 
years of age are forced into 
prostitution. Even if the girl 
isn’t willing to go into this 
trade, other girls forcefully 
send her with a customer, 
who then rapes her. This 
continues till the girl accepts 
to be a prostitute. Secondly, 
if they ever raise a voice 
against this practice, it is not 
heard as their parents and 
authorities work in tandem. 
I have rescued many girls 
from Neemuch, Mandsaur, 
and Ratlam, but at pres-
ent, if you see, several minor 
girls stand on highways and 
sell their bodies for a meagre 
sum of Rs. 100-150. There 
are around 2000 minor 
girls in Neemuch, Mandsaur, 
Ratlam.” 

Crime against women is a 
subject of social shame for 
families. Girls who get mo-
lested or raped are repri-
manded by their elders. It is 
often observed that the girl 
is made to feel guilty for the 
crime committed towards 
her.

Hopefully, we mature as a 
society and stop inculcating 
and enforcing this shame cul-
ture on women. We need to 
up the ante on men to learn 
that no means no. Only then 
would we truly mark Wom-
en’s Equality Day.

Mohua Chinappa is an author 
and a podcaster of a show called 
The Mohua Show.

Pink needs to be redefined

Mohua ChINappa

sATURdAY REAd

HARd woRK 

TRIBAL GIRL sELECTEd In 
nATIonAL GAMEs BEATInG 
ALL odds, sEEKs sUppoRT 

Elizabeth Beck, a 28-year-
old tribal girl from Chhat-
tisgarh’s Jashpur, has been 
selected for the National 
Games after becoming the 
best cyclist in the state. The 
CFI Cycle Federation of India 
has selected Elizabeth from 
Chhattisgarh on the basis of 
her performance.

Hailing from the small 
town of Jashpur, Elizabeth 
has beaten all the odds and 
proved herself to be the best 
cyclist in the state.

The enthusiastic cyclist has 
reached this pedestal despite 
her family’s financial condi-
tions and lack of equipment 
and made her family proud 
with her selection for the Na-
tional Games.

Speaking to ANI, the cy-
clist said that she had not 
received any help from the 
government although her 
family was struggling with 
financial problems.

“We are short of bicycle 
equipment and short of 
money. I have not received 
any help from the govern-
ment,” she said.

However, she is now seek-
ing support from the govern-
ment to move forward and 
hone her skills further. “Lack 
of equipment and money 

causes issues in training. 
Am I not allowed to play just 
because I am poor? Those 
participating in National 
Games are helped by their 
governments, but I have been 
going on my own,” the cyclist 
said, adding that in other 
states, the participant in the 
National Games gets help 
from the government, but in 
Chhattisgarh, it is not so.

 “We have to go there with 
our own money. I am going 
there having confidence in 
myself. I will try my best to 
win there,” she added.

Elizabeth›s mother said 
that she was making her 
proud with her hard work. 
To make ends meet, she is 
working as a domestic help-
er in a household where her 
master gifted her an old bi-
cycle for her hard work.

TDG NeTwork
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Rape crimes in India 
are becoming a daily 
part of our news 

feed. We read about war-
ravaged Ukraine, Finland’s 
Prime Minister being ac-
countable for a party video 
leak, Sonali Phogat’s death, 
and Bilkis Bano’s case, all in 
the same breath.

Maybe we are slowly be-
coming accustomed to vio-
lence against women and 
also starting to accept this 
as another entitlement that 
men in rage can have over a 
woman.

In a patriarchal society, 
rape culture is far more in-
sidious and twisted in its 
understanding among the 
masses. In this culture, the 
blame is diverted towards 
the victim for either implic-
itly or explicitly bringing 
it upon herself. To an ex-
tent, the media is to blame 
for the objectification of 
women, which is always 
done through the lens of the 
male gaze. With the bom-
bardment of crude female 
nudity, the normalisation 
of such crimes becomes a 
natural thought process of 
punishment towards wom-
en.

Also, in such cultures, 
women are taught to not 
express disapproval when 
they are molested or eve 
teased. It is or was some-
thing that she bought upon 
herself. The stigma of 
shame is extremely high for 
the victim.

Many cases don’t get re-
ported because of the taboo 

attached to sexual miscon-
duct. The truth is molesta-
tion and rape don’t happen 
only when a woman is out-
doors during late hours, 
risking her safety. Rape also 
occurs within the confines 
of close-knit family rela-
tionships, neighbors, and 
friends. Women are viewed 
as someone who deserve 
punishment for not towing 
the line or adhering to the 
prescribed norms. Accord-
ing to the National Crime 
Records Bureau 2019 re-
port, in 94.2% of rape cases, 
the accused was known to 
the survivor.

Such men who commit 
these atrocities are raised 
in environments and mind-
sets that subjugate women.

Any form of rebellion or 
resistance on her part is not 
acceptable.

Rape in marriages is not 
even considered a crime.

Bilkis Bano’s case reveals 
the horrific hatred that men 
have towards women. This 
dastardly act has shaken 
the very core of every 
thinking woman in India. 
Women no longer feel safe, 
nor can they trust that their 
complaints will be heard 
and that the culprit will be 
punished suitably.

 Every day, we read horror 
stories about minors being 
mutilated and raped. The 
minor is a girl in all cases. 
Bilkis’s case was among the 
other most heinous crimes 
that have been commit-
ted in India, including the 
gang rape of a 22-year-old 

Nirbhaya, who had dared to 
travel on public transport in 
our capital city of Delhi.

Pregnant Bilkis Bano’s 
rape isn’t just a political or 
religious matter for women 
in India. It is about the col-
lective consciousness of 
women that is being tested.

It is equally shocking 
when the elite of India try 
to argue on grounds of reli-
gious hatred and historical 
data of the Mughals ravag-
ing India to half condone 
the act. The reasons cited 
are that when multiple 
Hindu women are raped, 
why is there no outrage? 
These arguments fail to see 
the atrocities committed 
against women as a collec-
tive gender.

  Bilkis was gang raped 
when she was 5 months 
pregnant and her three-
year-old toddler  was 
smashed to death. Plus, 
her entire family of 13 was 
killed in front of her eyes.

One can’t deny that this 
does make us wonder about 
the issues of minority safety 
and majority power in a 
country as diverse as India.

One does shudder to 
think of the level of trauma 
that Bilkis Bano had to face. 
Plus the crestfallen look in 
her eyes to watch the 11 rap-
ists being released and also 
welcomed out of jail with 
the ceremonial feeding of 
sweets. This seems beyond 
dystopian to any civilised 
nation.

The informed women in 
the country are shocked 
and dismayed at the ob-
scene public display of in-
justice. 

This isn’t Hindu ver-

sus Muslim. This is men 
against women.

A rape victim is trauma-
tised for her entire life and 
the shadow it casts on her 
emotional health is still not 
discussed as it should be.

Bilkis Bano, winning this 
case and ensuring the rap-
ists go right back into pris-
on again, will reinstate the 
faith we have in our gov-
ernment and the judiciary.

Mohua Chinappa is an au-
thor and a podcaster of a show 
called The Mohua Show.

STIGMA 

The normalisation of rape 
culture in Indian society
Bilkis Bano’s case reveals the horrific hatred that men 
have towards women. This dastardly act has shaken 
the very core of every thinking woman in India.

Every day, we 
read horror stories about 

minors being mutilated and 
raped. The minor is a girl in all 
cases. Bilkis Bano’s case was 
among the other most heinous 

crimes that have been com-
mitted in India. 

Mohua Chinappa

IN-HOUSE SERIES 

This week on We Women 
Want, we talk about men-
strual health and awareness 
with Madan Mohit Bharad-
waj, founder of She Wings, 
an organisation that works 
to end period poverty by 
working with rural women, 
teens, the homeless, and 
low-income people. We also 
had She Wings employees 
Savita and Mamta, as well 
as Gurvani, Chief Commu-
nication Officer, and Shub-
hendra Rajawat, Chief Plan-
ning Officer of She Wings, 
to tell us stories from the 
ground. 

AWARENESS 
A former journalist, Madan 
founded She Wings once he 
realised the lack of aware-
ness and also the lack of 

basics such as sanitary 
pads amongst low-income 
women. The foundation is 
doing a lot of good work in 
that they not only distribute 
pads amongst the poor but 
also educate women on the 
basics of menstrual hygiene. 
She Wings volunteers and 
workers also spend time 
with the men folk trying 
to deal with the biases and 
social taboos against men-
struation. 

IMPORTANCE 
As Madan said, it is a 
natural cleansing process 
and not something to be 
shunned and ostracised. He 
also recalled how a woman 
died due to a septic infec-
tion from a rusted hook 
while she was using an old 
blouse as a sanitary pad. 
That is when he realised the 
dire emergency of the situa-

tion for something as basic 
as menstrual hygiene and 
sanitary pads.

Both the audience in the 
studio and the entire team 
at We Women Want were 
very appreciative of the 
work that the She Wings 
team is doing, and indeed, 
it is efforts such as these 
that should be applauded 
and celebrated on the show. 
The show was moderated 
by NewsX Senior Executive 
Editor, Priya Sahgal, and 
will be on air this weekend 
on the channel.

Catch fresh episodes of 
“We Women Want” every 
Saturday at 7:30 PM on 
NewsX. The programme 
will also be streamed live 
on major OTT platforms-
Dailyhunt, Zee5, MX Play-
er, ShemarooMe, Watcho, 
Mzaalo, Jio TV, Tata Play, 
and PayTm livestreams.

TDG neTwork
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WE WOMEN WANT: FOcUS ON 
MENSTRUAl HEAlTH 

priya Sahgal, in conversation with She wings Founder Madan Mohan Bharadwaj.

Vinesh phogat. 

TDG neTwork
Belgrade 

Indian wrestler and Com-
monwealth Games 2022 
gold medalist Vinesh Pho-
gat grabbed the headlines 
this week as she captured a 
bronze medal in the women’s 
53 kg category at the ongoing 
World Wrestling Champi-
onships 2022 in Belgrade 
on Wednesday, defeating 
reigning European cham-
pion Emma Malmgren from 
Sweden.

The three-time CWG gold-
medalist overpowered her 
Swedish opponent to win 
the match 8-0.

She had won two of her 
repechage matches against 
Asian Games silver-med-
allist Zhuldyz Eshimova 
of Kazakhstan in the first 
repechage round and Azer-
baijan’s Leyla Gurbanova.  
Gurbanova withdrew due 
to an injury.

Phogat, a 2019 world 
championships bronze med-
alist, was handed a shocking 
7-0 defeat by 2022 Asian 
championships silver med-
alist Khulan Batkhuyag of 
Mongolia in the qualification 

round on Tuesday. Repe-
chage round wins helped her 
get back into the competition 
and secure a medal.

This is her second bronze 
medal at the championships. 
She had previously earned a 
podium position in the 2019 
edition of the tournament at 
Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan.

AcHIEVEMENT 

WRESTlER VINESH 
PHOGAT MAKES 
INDIANS PROUD  

TEENAGE PREGNANcIES IN INDIA 

7% 18%

7% 4%

8%

10%

2%

2% 22%

states with highest teenage pregnancies

Drop In TEEn 
prEgnancIEs BETwEEn 
2019 To 2021:

womEn wITh no 
schoolIng ThaT BEgun 
chIlDBEarIng

womEn who havE 
BEgun chIlDBEarIng

womEn who haD 12 
or morE yEars of 
schoolIng

womEn In rural 
arEas ThaT BEgun 
chIlDBEarIng

womEn In ThE lowEsT 
wEalTh quInTIlE ThaT 
BEgun chIlDBEarIng

womEn In ThE hIghEsT 
wEalTh quInTIlE ThaT 
BEgun chIlDBEarIng

womEn In ThE hIghEsT 
wEalTh quInTIlE ThaT 
BEgun chIlDBEarIng

sTaTEs wITh hIghEsT 
TEEnagE prEgnancy: 
TrIpura wEsT 

Source: national Family health Survey-5 (2019-21)
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Lal Jan, an ASHA worker in Hapatnard 
Gogaldar village in Anantnag district, has 
helped out with at least 500 deliveries since 
she was appointed to the health department.

In 2005, Lal Jan (45) was appointed to the 
health department as an ASHA worker be-
fore her appointment. She has helped out 
with at least 250 deliveries at their homes. Lal 
Jan’s mother, Zaina Begam, was also doing 
this job and has helped out with at least 700 
deliveries at their homes in normal delivery 
when there were no health facilities in their 
area.

Speaking to the reporter, Lal Jan said, “I 
have learnt from my mother. My mother was 
very well known in the area for helping preg-
nant ladies with home delivery.” Her mother 
died 30 years ago.

Lal Jan has had experience in deliveries 
for the last 30 years. She goes from house to 
house raising awareness about family plan-
ning.

In 2007, Lal Jan got an appreciation award 
from the office of block medical officer Bi-
jbehara for her motivation to a number of 
beneficiaries for family planning and female 
sterilisation during the years 2007-2008 
and 2009. Her performance, character, and 
conduct remained satisfactory for the said 
period, she said.

 According to her, in the Hapatnard area 
and nearby villages, at least 300 women have 
done sterilisation and taken procedures after 
the birth of their 3rd and 4th children; some 
of them have their 6th and 7th children.

The Hapatnard village, which is located 
on the foothills of the Khovripora block, is 
about 35 km from the district headquarters 
in Anantnag.

In 2008, a PHC was established in the vil-
lage, which was functional in 2018. Before 
the functionality of the PHC, the patients of 
the area either visited sub-district hospitals 
or MCCH hospitals in Anantnag.

The PHC of Hapatnard village caters to 
about seven thousand people in eight villag-
es that are around the hospital. The hospital 
lacks basic facilities, including X-ray and di-
agnostic testing facilities, forcing patients to 
visit the See Sub District Hospital or MCCH 
Hospital Anantnag.

Due to the non-availability of a gynaecolo-
gist, pregnancy care has also been hit badly, 
and women in the area face severe hardships.

According to official data in Anantnag Dis-
trict, more women than men were opting for 
sterilisation in Anantnag District. Official 
data provided by the Chief Medical Officer 
of Anantnag reveals that from 2019 to date, 
1369 women were operated upon for various 
permanent birth control methods, including 
laparoscopic sterilisation and mini-laparoto-
my, while only one man opted for permanent 
sterilisation in the period.

The same is true for spontaneous miscar-
riages in District Anantnag, where at least 

3144 cases have been reported since 2019.
However, the only maternity and child care 

hospital in Anantnag district, which serves 
the entire south Kashmir region as well as 
Chenab and Pir Panjal Valley of Kashmir, 
has also provided data to this reporter, re-
vealing that 913 women have been operated 
on in hospitals for permanent birth control 
methods through laparoscopic sterilisation 
and mini-laparotomy since 2019.

The hospital is presently housed in an old, 
worn and unsafe building in the congested 
Sherbagh locality of the old town in the An-
antnag district.

The 40-bed hospital gets an average of 
40,000 patients in the outpatient depart-
ment (OPD) and about 7,000 indoor patients 
every month.

According to official sources, the ratio will 
be high in South Kashmir as most of the pa-
tients prefer to do sterilisation and miscar-
riages in private hospitals.

While talking to the reporter, Dr. Nawaz, 
HOD Gynecology in MCCH hospital Anant-
nag, while talking to the reporter, said that fe-
male sterilisation is the most preferred fam-
ily planning choice here in south Kashmir›s 
Anantnag district.

The department witnesses hundreds of 
women undergoing sterilisation procedures 
for permanent birth control each year. Mis-
conceptions and lack of awareness are the 
main factors in the urban as well as rural 
population›s poor uptake of family planning 
services in the Anantnag district. Other re-
sponsible factors include cultural and reli-
gious beliefs. He added that men generally 
don›t undergo vasectomy for sterilisation 
because they believe that it affects their man-
hood.

Anaemia is another problem in the coun-
try. According to a study conducted by the 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
at GMC Anantnag, almost 83% of pregnant 
and lactating women in South Kashmir were 
anaemic due to poor nutrition.

Anaemia can lead to multiple complications 
during pregnancy, labour, and the postpar-
tum period, which include foetal growth re-
striction, abruption of the placenta, cardiac 
failure, and even death of mother and baby, 
Nawaz says. Women don›t take the recom-
mended iron and folic acid supplements in 
adolescence and pregnancy. Short birth in-
tervals and multiparity further add to the 
problem.

ASHA workers and primary care physi-
cians should be involved in rural areas to 
address the issue. Another issue that is un-
der-addressed in this part of the world is the 
emotional and mental well-being of pregnant 
women. Poor social support, bad pregnancy 
experiences and outcomes in the past are 
some of the few responsible reasons.

There are a number of women in hospitals 
in south Kashmir who suffer from mental 
health issues during their pregnancies, espe-
cially those expecting moms who have had a 
negative experience in the past.

IN THE NEWS 

83% PREGNANT WOMEN IN SOUTH 
KASHMIR ANEMIc DUE TO POOR 
NUTRITION: DOcTORS
TDG neTwork
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There is something 
uniquely 

mesmerizing 
about the line that 
marks the meeting 

between sea and 
sky. The vastness 

of each entity 
stirs the spirit and 

awakens an awe for 
nature’s majesty. I 

am reminded of the 
vast potential stored 

within me. Today 
let me greet my 

unlimited potential.

A thought 
for todAy

When we begin to answer 
the call for spiritual growth, 
we may search for a long 
time, looking for the path 
that resonates with us. Once 
we have found what we are 
looking for, the real journey 
begins.
It is like climbing a mountain. 
Not daunted in any way, but 
with delight, enthusiasm, 
excitement and courage. 
We often take along a lot 
more than we really need 

for the journey. Backpacks 
filled with attachments, old 
memories and ideas, and 
too much equipment that 
we think we might need. We 
start at the gentle slopes of 
the mountain, exhilarated, 
but carrying too much 
from the past. However, the 
spring in our step sends us 
onwards.
A s  w e  m o v e  s l o w l y 
upwards, we appreciate 
how little we really need, 
and many of the items in 
the backpack are happily 
discarded and we begin 
to move more freely and 
with confidence. There 
i s  eve n  t i m e  t o  l o o k 
around and notice the 
other mountaineers. One 
mistake at this point is 
to start comparing our 
ascent with that of others. 
Spiritual mountaineers 
are  not  c l imbing  the 

same mountain.  Each 
one is climbing their own 
mountain. Each mountain 
is part of an immense and 

beautiful mountain range. 
Some mountains are higher 
than others, but to each 
mountaineer – the summit 

is the summit. The beauty 
of that is that climbers 
on other mountains can 
look over to us and wave 

encouragement, or signal 
something up ahead. This is 
because they have a different 
viewpoint, and if they have 
moved further upwards on 
their own mountain, they 
can see what lies ahead on 
ours. We can also do the 
same for others, but only I 
can climb my mountain. 
Climbing mountains is not 
for the fainthearted. As we 
get higher, the atmosphere 
changes, weather conditions 
are often unstable, and 
sometimes there are storms 
that may turn out to be 
too strong for us. If that 
should happen, and we 
hurt ourselves, then we 
need to rest, find some kind 
of shelter to deal with any 
injuries, and regain our 
strength. We cannot fall off 
the mountain – it is ours, 
but we may delay the rise 
to the summit. However, 

once rested and with our 
goal in mind, we can set off 
again with even more zeal 
and enthusiasm, yet now 
with much more wisdom. 
The most important thing 
then is to never look back 
or look down. That part of 
the ascent is gone, so now, 
onwards and upwards!
We will know when we are 
getting close to the summit. 
The air is so pure and the 
breeze so refreshing. The 
storms are way below, and 
the view is spectacular. 
There is still need for 
w i s d o m  a n d  c au t i o n 
because we are not there 
yet, but only close to the top 
of the mountain will we find 
a deep sustaining silence 
and power, which brings 
lightness and a kind of bliss.
There is only one guide on 
this expedition. The ascent 
is spiritual, so the Guide 

must also be spiritual. The 
Guide is full of love and 
understanding and all I need 
to do is keep Him in mind 
at each step. He is always 
with me, but He has no need 
to climb. If I consult Him 
daily and listen to his advice 
and most importantly, 
follow it, I will reach the 
summit safely. I will need 
to spend time in silence and 
contemplation during each 
day’s climb to understand 
the advice and call upon 
Him at times of challenge. 
What a wonderful way to 
spend a lifetime; reaching 
the height of all I can be with 
the companionship of the 
One Divine Being. Once I 
reach those heights, I will 
feel like, and be, the king of 
my mountain.
Jane Kay is a university 
teaching fellow in the UK, and 
a Rajyoga teacher.

Spiritual mountaineering
zeal and enthuSiaSm

JAne KAy

During a spiritual ascent, the most important thing is to never look back or look down.

Time, it is said, is money. 
Unlike money, however, lost 
time cannot be recovered, 
and in this respect, it is more 
valuable than money. However, 
a lot of people forget this and 
waste their time dwelling on 
the past or dreaming of the 
future.

While they are doing this, 
they are disconnected from 
the present, unaware of the 
passage of time and even of 
the things that are happening 
around them. This experience 
can leave us tired, depressed or 
angry if we have been thinking 
about something that caused 
a lot of hurt or was otherwise 
emotionally intense.

We suffer the same loss of 
time and energy when we 

worry or dream about the 
future. It is one thing to make 
plans, whereby we think of 
the steps we need to take to 
accomplish a task or cope 
with likely developments. 
But worrying, which usually 
involves thinking about how 
things might go wrong, does 
not help. Fear and doubt cause 
worry, and the result is anxiety 
and a feeling of helplessness, 
both created by imaginary 
situations we have dreamed up.

At the other end of the 
spectrum, we might fly high, 
riding dreams of imagined 
successes, until sobering 
reality brings us back to the 
present.

In all these cases precious 
time is lost in the present.
The past cannot be changed, 
and we cannot undo our 
misfortunes by repeatedly 
thinking about them. The best 
we can do is to identify any 
mistakes that were made and 
learn from them so that they 
are not repeated. 

Similarly,  planning is 
worthwhile only if the plans 
are acted upon. If I plan to have 
enough savings to buy a house, 
and work out all the details 

about how it will be painted, 
furnished and decorated, but 
never start saving money, then 
owning a house will remain a 
dream for me. 

The present is the vantage 
point from where I can see 
the past and visualise the 
future. But my life will not 
move forward if I just stand 
there watching. I need to start 
acting while keeping in mind 
both, lessons from the past and 
my future goals.

There are several ways in 
which we can loosen the hold of 
the past on the mind. Whatever 
past event we focus on, we may 
need to express the feelings 
associated with the event, 
whether good or bad, before 
we can move on. Releasing 
pent up emotions can help us 
let go of the past and focus on 
the present. For this we can talk 
to a friend, family member or 
counsellor. Alternatively, we 
can try writing down our 

feelings about the past. 
Even if we are dwelling 

on good memories, it can 
cause us to lose connection 
with the present. We may 
be romanticizing the past or 
longing for things to be the way 
they were, instead of focusing 
on how to improve our present 
life.
If expressing our feelings about 
the past does not help, we can 
focus on happy things. Since 
we cannot change the past, and 
it is pointless to worry about 
the future, it is better not to 
dwell on them. Instead, we 
can think about happy things 
happening in the present.
Another useful approach is 
to forgive and forget. Blaming 
others for past hurts can spoil 
the present. Instead of dwelling 
on who has caused us pain, we 
need to forgive them, focus 
on present events and leave 
behind any blame or hurt we 
feel. Festering in the pain does 
not change the person who 
hurt us and it will cause us to 
stay in the past.
One of the most powerful tools 
for remaining focused on the 
positive and the present is 
meditation. Spending time in 

quiet reflection and silence, 
away from the hustle and 
bustle of daily life, enables 
us to come back to a centred 
place of being. With the pace 
of modern life growing ever 
faster, we are losing touch 
with our true inner peace and 
power. When we no longer feel 
grounded, we can experience 
ourselves pushed and pulled 
in different directions.
Meditation is a state of being in 
that place just beyond everyday 
consciousness, which is where 
spiritual empowerment begins. 
Spiritual awareness gives 
us the power to choose good 
and positive thoughts over 
those that are negative and 
wasteful. We start to recognise 
harmful patterns of thinking 
and behaviour and begin to 
avoid them, and develop the 
ability to steer our mind and 
focus it where we want. All of 
this gradually frees us from 
bondage to the past and fear 
of what lies ahead, enabling 
us to make the best use of 
the present to create a happy 
future.
B.K. Usha is a Rajyoga teacher at 
the Brahma Kumaris headquarters 
in Abu Road, Rajasthan.

living in the now
Spiritual empowerment

One of the most powerful tools for staying focused on the positive 
and the present is meditation.

B.K. ushA

Two intelligent people 
always fight. There 
will always be conflict 

between them because each 
thinks he is better than the 
other. However, if there is one 
wise person and one intelli-
gent person, there will be no 
conflict because a wise person 
understands the importance 
of humility and is prepared to 
bow before others, honouring 
the other person’s virtues.

This is why we are told in 
Rajyoga that if there are two 

masters in a home, there will 
always be quarrelling. What 
is the solution? If one person 
becomes the master, the other 
has to become a child. If there 
is a master and a child in a 
home, one will give the orders 
and the other will obey them. 
If both people are giving or-
ders, who is there to obey 
them? That leads to problems. 
Two heads will quarrel with 
each other because both want 
their opinion to be accepted. 
Wisdom means surrendering 
for the sake of creating unity. 
This is not surrendering out 
of weakness but out of hon-
our.

Sometimes family members 
want to discuss something. 
Each member gives an opin-
ion, and each one seems to be 
strong in opinion. So how do 
you decide which opinion to 
adopt? While giving an opin-
ion, you are a master. Fine – 
you do not need to suppress 

your opinions. We should 
never suppress our thinking. 
If you have an opinion or sug-
gestion, speak out. Suppress-
ing our intellect is a kind of 
spiritual suicide. 

If I suppress thoughts that 
come to my mind, I will not 
grow spiritually. So, I do not 
need to suppress my think-
ing, but I also do not need 
to emphasise what I think 
should happen. When we of-
fer our opinions, what do we 
do? We do not only give our 
opinions; we also want our 
opinions to be acted on. This 
is because we express them 
using the ego of the intellect, 
which thinks, “I am the best.”

If I am a wise person, I give 
my opinion when asked, 
and then when the majority 
decides, cooperate for the 
sake of the majority. This is 
common sense. If there are 
ten people involved, each 
person’s opinion cannot be 

acted upon. When we are 
wise, we find the balance 
between being a master and 
a child. When this balance 
is maintained, you will not 
have any problems because 
then you will get along with 
anyone without creating 
conflict. The wise person is 
able to interact with every-
one without losing her own 
identity.

Having wisdom means 
to have both humility and 
also the authority of truth, 
‘naram’ and ‘garam’. Only 
when I have both, can I be 
flexible. If I am only ‘garam’ 
I become too stiff, if I am only 
‘naram’, then I become too 
fragile. I have both of these 
qualities within myself. God 
has given me this beautiful 
balance, to use in all my rela-
tions with others.
The late Dadi Janki was Admin-
istrative Head of the Brahma 
Kumaris.

Balance is key to harmonious 
relationships

importance of humility

dAdi JAnKi

Respecting everyone’s opinion and accepting the majority decision helps us get along with others.
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Third T20i maTch

Hyderabad police 
today registered 
a case against the 

Hyderabad Cricket Asso-
ciation including its presi-
dent and former Indian 
skipper Mohd Azharud-
din after a stampede that 
broke out at the Hyderabad 
Cricket Stadium on 22 Sep-
tember .

A total of three cases have 
been booked against the 
Hyderabad Cricket As-
sociation in relation to the 
unfortunate incident. Cases 
have been booked under 
sections 420, 337 and 21/76 
of the city police act.

Four people were injured 

after a stampede broke out 
at Gymkhana grounds fol-
lowing a stampede which 

happened after cricket fans 
flocked to purchase tickets 
for the third T20I match 

between India and Austra-
lia in huge numbers.

A huge crowd had come 

to the Gymkhana grounds 
to purchase tickets. A 
large queue of fans was 
captured waiting to get 
their hands on tickets but 
the situation soon went 
out of control and a stam-
pede broke out, with ex-
cited fans coming in huge 
numbers and causing law 
and order issues.

Police lathi-charged to 
disperse the massive crowd 
and restore control.

The match which is 
scheduled to take place at 
the Rajiv Gandhi Interna-
tional Stadium on Sunday, 
25 September. Coming to 
the series between the two 
sides, Australia currently 
leads it 1-0 after their win in 
Mohali on Tuesday.

TDG NETWORK
Hyderabad 

Police personnel baton charge to disperse the crowd after a stampede broke out at Gymkhana Ground 
after a huge crowd of cricket fans gathered to get the tickets for an India vs Aus T20 match, scheduled 
for 25 September at Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium, in Hyderabad.

Hyderabad Police book Azharuddin, 
HCA in stampede incident

refuse To buckle

spanish fooTball associaTion will noT sack women’s Team 
coach Jorge over players’ demand

The Royal Spanish Foot-
ball Federation (RFEF) 
refused to buckle under 
the pressure and said it 
will not give into the de-
mands of 15 of its women 
players who threatened 
to quit international duty 
if the coach of women’s 
team Jorge Vilda is not 
sacked.

In a statement, the 
Spanish Football that 
they will not let players 

pressure them to make 
coaching decisions and 
they will not call up 
those players who do not 
wish to play.

“The RFEF can confirm 
that, throughout today, 
we received 15 emails 
from 15 players of the 
women’s senior soccer 

team, in which they state 
that the current situation 
affects ‘significantly’ their 
emotional state and their 
health and that, ‘as long 
as it is not reversed,’ they 
resign from the Spanish 
national team,” the state-
ment read.

“The RFEF is not go-
ing to allow the players to 
question the continuity 
of the national coach and 
his coaching staff, since 
making those decisions 
does not fall within their 
powers.”

The RFEF further said 
that denying to report 
for national team duty is 
a very serious violation 
and can carry sanctions 
of two and five years of 
disqualification.

The sport’s governing 
body in Spain did not 
disclose the names of the 
revolting players and said 
that they stand with Jorge 
and the players will be al-
lowed back into the na-
tional fold only after they 
apologise and admit their 
mistake.

Coach of women’s team Jorge Vilda 

TDG NETWORK
Madrid 

reTiremenT maTch

noT winning world cup 
remains my only regreT: 
Jhulan goswami
Indian women’s cricket 
stalwart Jhulan Goswami 
is all set to play her final in-
ternational match against 
England at the Lord’s on 
Saturday and admits that not 
able to win a World Cup will 
remain her “only regret” in 
a storied cricket career that 
lasted over two decades.

“I have played two World 
Cup finals but couldn’t win 
the trophy. That remains 
my only regret because you 
prepare for the World Cup 
for four years. There is a 
lot of hard work. For ev-
ery cricketer, it is a dream-
come-true moment to win 
a World Cup,” Jhulan Gos-
wami said in a virtual pre-
match press conference. 

Undoubtedly, one of the 
greatests pacers of all time, 
Jhulan began her interna-
tional career in 2002 when 
she debuted against the 
same opponents against 
whom she will be making 
her final appearance. The 
legendary Indian fast bowl-
er has represented India in 
12 Tests, 68 T20I and 203 
ODIs. She has picked up 44 
wickets in Tests, 253 wick-
ets in Women’s ODI and 56 
wickets in Women’s T20I.

The legendary pacer said 
that she is fortunate to play 
the sport as she came from 
a small town where no 
one knows about women’s 
cricket.

“When I started, I never 
thought of playing for such 
a long time. It was a great 
experience. I am fortunate 
to play the sport. Honestly, 
coming from a humble 
background and a small 
town like Chakdah (in West 
Bengal’s Nadia district), 
I didn’t know anything 
about women’s cricket,” the 
legendary pacer said.

Fondly called as Jhulu Di 
by her teammates, she said 
receiving the India cap was 
one of the most special mo-
ments of her journey.

“My best memory is 
when I got the India cap 
and bowled the first over 
because I never imagined 
(that I will play for India). 
The journey was difficult 
as I had to travel for two-
and-half hours by local 
train one way every day for 
training,” Jhulan said.

Speaking about the mo-
ment that will always 
stay with her, Jhulan said,  
“When I started, it was dif-

ferent. Those days, we used 
to represent the women’s 
cricket association of India 
and now, we are under the 
umbrella of the BCCI. We 
are fortunate enough; every 
time BCCI supports us and 
they always come forward 
to support us. At the same 
time, the best memory was 
when I received the maiden 
India cap from my captain. 
It was a wonderful feeling.”

“Bowling that first over, 
that was the most impor-
tant moment of my life. I 
always dreamt of playing 
for the country. In 1997, 
the first time I saw the 
Women’s World Cup final 
at Eden Gardens, it was be-
tween Australia and New 
Zealand,” she added.

“I was a ball girl for that 
match, and then I dreamt 
that I might represent my 
country for the first time. 
That is how I started, rep-
resenting the country is the 
biggest moment of my life,” 
she further stated.

Indian women’s cricket stalwart Jhulan Goswami.

TDG NETWORK
London
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Rohit Sharma’s un-
beaten 46 of 20 balls 
helped India chase a 

massive 91-run target to level 
the series 1-1 in the second 
T20I in Nagpur here at the 
Vidarbha Cricket Associa-
tion (VCA) Stadium in Nag-
pur which was impacted by 
rain. Chasing a mammoth 
91-run target, India needed a 
flying start as skipper Rohit 
Sharma led from the front 
to take the attack to the op-
position scoring 20 runs in 
the opening over. He hit two 
sixes and his fellow opener 
KL Rahul hit a six over mid-
wicket off Josh Hazlewood. 
The match was reduced to 

eight overs as the pitch was 
affected by rain. Rohit Shar-
ma looked unstoppable hit-
ting 10 runs to Pat Cummins 
in the second over of India’s 
innings.

Australia then intro-
duced Adam Zampa into 
the attack and he cleaned 
up opener KL Rahul for 10. 
Virat Kohli then joined Ro-
hit Sharma to take India’s 
total beyond the 50-run 
mark in the fourth over. 
Zampa then came in the 
fifth over to clean up Kohli 
for 11. In the very next ball, 
he got the dangerous bat-
ter Suryakumar Yadav for 
a golden duck as he trapped 
him leg before wicket.

India needed a partnership 
and Hardik Pandya walked 

in to give company to his 
skipper. The duo batted 
brilliantly and the equation 
became 23 runs of the last 12 
balls.

Cummins brought Aus-
tralia back into the game 
as he sent Hardik caught 
by Finch. In-form Pandya 
got out cheaply for 9. But 
captain Rohit ensured that 
India needed only 10 runs 
from the last over.

Dinesh Karthik went on 

to hit one six and one four 
of the first two balls to wrap 
up the match with four balls 
to spare and that helped the 
hosts wrap up the match in 
just 7.2 overs registering a 
six-wicket win.

Earlier in the day, put into 
bat Australia got off to a de-
cent start scoring 10 runs 
off the first over. Axar Patel 
was introduced into the at-
tack in the second over of 
the match and in his over In-
dia got the breakthrough as 
Virat Kohli ran out opener 
Cameron Green. Just two 
balls later left-arm spinner 
got the prized scalp of dan-
gerous Glenn Maxwell for a 
golden duck.

Yuzvendra Chahal was 
introduced in the third over 

but he went for 13 runs. 
Axar struck for the second 
time in the fourth over as he 
dismissed Tim David for 2 as 
he cleaned him up.

In the next over comeback 
bowler, Jasprit Bumrah dis-
missed Australian captain 
Aaron Finch for 31 off just 
15 balls. Matthew Wade and 
Steve Smith then got a part-
nership and took the Austra-
lia’s total beyond the 50-run 
mark in the sixth over.

The Wade-Smith duo bat-
ted brilliantly and scored 19 
runs in the eighth over as 
Australia piled up a mam-
moth 90/5 in 8 overs setting 
hosts a gigantic 91-run tar-
get. The third match and the 
series decider will be played 
at Hyderabad.

Top-seeded table tennis 
players sailed through to the 
next round of the National 
Games, securing easy wins 
over their opponents on 
Thursday.

Number 1 and number 2 
seeds from Tamil Nadu, G. 
Sathiyan and A. Sharath Ka-
mal, toyed with their respec-
tive opponents scoring an 
identical 4-0 wins to move 
into the pre-quarterfinals 
of the men’s singles in the 
36th National Games at the 
Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya 
Indoor Stadium here today. 
But third-seed Sanil Shetty 
from Maharashtra had to 
endure UP’s Divyansh Sriv-
astava in his Round of 32 
matches, eventually joining 
the top seeds in the Round of 
16 with a 4-3 win. Similarly, 
former national champion 
and seventh seed Soumyajit 
Ghosh warded off an immi-
nent threat of elimination 
from Raegan Albuquerque 
of Maharashtra to enter the 
pre-quarters, winning 4-3.

Sanil, leading 3-2, and 7-5 
in the sixth game, allowed 
Divyansh to come back 
and take the game to level 

3-3. However, the Maha-
rashtra left-hander, was in 
a lot of trouble as he trailed 
0-4 in the decider. But the 
former national champion 
showed his aggressive style 
to relaunch himself into the 
match and beat the UP boy 
with a minimal point.

Soumyajit Ghosh, leading 
2-1, let an opening for Rae-
gan in the next two games 
and went 3-2 up, challeng-
ing the Haryana paddler’s 
existence. But the past mas-
ter had some tricks up his 

sleeve to level the score and, 
despite trailing 3-6 in the de-
cider and dropping a match 
point, won in the second to 
advance.

Manika Batra, the women’s 
top seed, spent as little time 
as possible on the show 
court before disposing of G. 
Pranitha of Telangana 4-0. 
But sixth-seed Prapti Sen 
went down 2-4 to Haryana’s 
Suhana Saini, a lone upset 
that hardly raised a stir. All 
other seeds moved into the 
next round easily.

Former Olympian and Asian 
Games medalist Dilip Tirkey 
was elected as the president 
of Hockey India on Friday.

One of the most decorated 
hockey players in India, Dil-
ip’s name was proposed by V. 
Sunil Kumar of Kerala Hock-
ey and second by Arun Ku-
mar Sarswat of Rajasthan. 

The former Indian captain 
was elected unopposed for 
the post after Rakesh Katyal 
and Bhola Nath Singh with-
drew their nomination for 
the top post. 

Tirkey took to Twitter to 
express his gratitude to ev-
eryone who was involved in 
conducting the HI elections. 
“Thanks, Dr SY Quraishi & 
FIH for conducting smooth 
elections of The Hockey 
India. I will ensure that In-
dian hockey reaches new 
heights,” he wrote on Twit-
ter.

Bhola Nath was elected un-
opposed as secretary general 
while Sekar J Manoharan of 
Tamil Nadu Hockey was 

elected as the treasurer.
The Hockey India elections 

were scheduled for October 
1st but with no competition 
for any of the posts after the 
final list was prepared by 
the Returning Officer Ajay 
Nayak on Friday 23rd, all 
the nominees were elected 
to their respective post un-
contested.

FIH, the global govern-
ing body of the sport, also 
ratified the appointment of 
Tirkey and others. In a let-
ter, FIH while thanking the 
CoA for their contribution 
to Indian hockey made it 
clear that their mandate has 
come to an end and the in-
ternational body would not 
communicate directly with 
the newly elected committee.

“We are delighted that the 
election process is now com-
pleted and a democratically 
elected body is now in place. 
We extend our congratula-
tions to Dr. Dilip Tirkey, Mr. 
Bhola Nath Singh and Mr. 
Sekar J Manoharan and look 
forward to work with them 
closely,” FIH in a letter to 
CoA wrote.

 “With effect from today, 
23 September 2022, we note 
that CoA has concluded its 
mandate, and the FIH will 
now communicate directly 
with the newly elected Ex-
ecutive Board for matters 
pertaining to Hockey in In-
dia,” the letter further said. 

Hockey India - Office Bear-
ers

President - Dilip Tirkey 
(Hockey Association of Odi-
sha); Vice-president (female) 
- Asima Ali (Hockey Jammu 
& Kashmir); Vice-president 
(male) - S.V.S. Subramanya 
(Hockey Karnataka); Secre-
tary-General - Bhola Nath 
Singh (Hockey Jharkhand); 
Treasurer - Sekar J Mano-
haran (Hockey Tamil Nadu); 
Joint secretary (female) - Arti 
Singh (Hockey Rajasthan); 
Joint secretary (male) - Sunil 
Malik (Hockey Haryana).

Executive Board Mem-
bers: Arun Kumar Saraswat 
(Hockey Rajasthan); Asrita 
Lakra (Hockey Jharkhand); 
Gurpreet Kaur (Hockey Del-
hi); V Sunil Kumar (Kerala 
Hockey); Tapan Kumar Das 
(Assam Hockey).

Teen Indian Grandmaster 
Arjun Erigaisi eked out a 
narrow victory over USA’s 
Christopher Yoo in the 
quarterfinals to reach the 
semi-finals of the Julius Baer 
Generation Cup online rapid 
chess tournament on Friday.

Erigaisi locked in a battle 
with the 15-year-old Yoo 
clinching the victory in the 
tie-breaker to advance into 
the last four round of the 
tournament.

Starting the high-octane 
clash, it was the Indian who 
won the opening game but 
lost the next one. He then 
won the third one before los-
ing the fourth to go into the 
tie-breaker. 

However, in the blitz tie-
break Erigaisi showed his 
class to win the first game 
and drew the second one 
to seal his spot in the next 
round.

Meanwhile, his compatriot 
R Praggnanandhaa, could 
not make it further into the 
tournament as he lost 1-3 to 
Germany’s Vincent Keymer.

Praggnanandhaa did not 

have the best of the starts 
in the quarterfinals and 
suffered a loss in the open-
ing game. He drew the next 
two to stay in the hunt. The 
17-year-old needing a win in 
the fourth game to take the 
encounter into the tie-break 
however suffered a 42-move 
defeat to bow out of the 
event.

Arjun would now take on 
Liem Quang Le of Vietnam 
in the semis who beat Hans 
Niemann of USA, while 
World champion Magnus 
Carlsen would face Keymer 
in the other last four duel. 
Carlsen, who had lost just 
once in the entire prelimi-
nary round, beat America’s 
Levon Aronian in the last 
eight round.

Legends Tennis League com-
mences in New Delhi with 
an opening ceremony which 
was organised yesterday 
on 23 September 2022. The 
heavy rains did not stop the 
organisers and participating 
players of Legends Tennis 
League (LTL) to go ahead 
with the opening ceremony 
at RK Khanna Tennis Sta-
dium. The league is being 
organised for Indian senior 
players who play on the ITF 
Masters Tour. More than 50 
Masters players are playing 
in the league including those 
who have represented India 
in Davis Cup and Billie Jean 
King Cup competitions.

Former Davis Cupper and 
tennis coach Vivek Sho-
keen looked excited and 
exclaimed, “I think it’s a 
brilliant idea, we hope that 
it grows with more positive 
outcomes in the coming sea-
sons. As it is happening for 
the very first time, that play-
ers of different age groups 
will get an opportunity to 
play, this would encourage 
them to participate. More-
over, they will be able to com-
pete against different players 
and will simultaneously get 
chance to play doubles and 
mixed doubles. In tennis it’s 
a kind of unusual to see these 
kind of team events, so it’s a 

good start altogether and it 
will promote tennis in India 
definitely.”

Meanwhile, during the 
ceremony Delhi Lawn Ten-
nis Association (DLTA) Ad-
ministrator Colonel Ranbir 
Chauhan was the guest of 
honour for the opening cer-
emony. He was accompanied 
by LTL organisers Dilip Mo-
hanty and Aditya Khanna.

“When Aditya (Khanna) 
told me about the idea be-
hind organising Legends 
Tennis League, I immedi-
ately said yes. I am so proud 
of my team for staging this 
event. I thank all the players 
who are committed to play-
ing this weekend. I am sure 
we are about to create beau-
tiful moments on and off the 
court.” confessed Dilip Mo-
hanty, the organiser LTL.

DLTA Administrator and 
the guest of honour Col Ran-
bir Chauhan appreciated 
the organisers “We must 
acknowledge the efforts of 

the organisers of the league. 
What a fantastic idea, a 
league for senior tennis play-
ers is ground breaking and it 
is our privilege hosting all the 
players.” he proclaimed. 

The debut season of LTL 
consists of six teams: Akross 
Acers, Aviraj Warriors, Ban-
galore Challengers, Punjab 
Aces, Rebound Ace Stag 
Babolat Yoddhas and Tennis 
Titans.

The league features more 
than 50 players from age 30 
to age 70. Former Davis Cup 
and Billie Jean King Cup 
players like Ranjeet Virali-
Murugesan, Vivek Shokeen, 
Vijayant Malik and Rad-
hika Tulpule-Kanitkar are 
among the players who are 
participating in this league. 
The players are divided into 
nine categories – Men’s Star 
Player, Men’s 35+, Men’s 
40+, Men’s 45+ Stars, Men’s 
45+ Kings, Men’s 55+, Men’s 
60+, Men’s Wild Card and 
Women’s 35+. 

Second T20I

Table TennIS

unoppoSed narrow vIcTory

lawn TennIS

new TwIST

rohIT Sharma leadS from 
fronT aS IndIa level SerIeS 
agaInST auSTralIa

TDG NETWORK
Nagpur

TDG NETWORK
Surat

TDG NETWORK 
New Delhi 

TDG NETWORK
New York

TDG NETWORK 
New Delhi 

SupRiya SaxENa
New Delhi                                   

Brief scores
 australia 90/5 in 8 
overs (Matthew wade 
43*, aaron Finch 31; 
axar patel 2/13) vs india 
91/4 (rohit Sharma 46*; 
adam Zampa 3/16).

naTIonal gameS 2022: Top 
SeedS SaThIyam, SharaTh, 
baTra advance

dIlIp TIrkey elecTed aS 
preSIdenT of hockey IndIa

arjun moveS InTo 
SemIS of julIuS 
baer rapId cheSS

Legend’s Tennis League 
kick-starts with an 
opening ceremony

maThIaS accuSeS paul of uSIng wITchcrafT durIng euro 2016 

The Paul and Mathias Pogba 
saga took a new twist on Fri-
day as the latter in a series 
of fresh videos accused the 
former of using witchcraft to 
summon ‘butterflies’ during 
the Euro 2016 final that fea-
tured France and Portugal.

A total of 30 new videos 
surfaced on Mathias’ social 

media accounts where 
he was seen labelling 
accusations against 
Paul and said that he 
used a witch doctor for 
years. 

While it is not clear 
when the videos were 
made, it accuses the for-
mer Manchester United 
midfielder of taking help of 
the witch doctor who is close 
to his French footballer Alou 

Diarra and was introduced 
to him by Ivory coast inter-
national Serge Aurier. 

He alleged that Paul 
paid the witch doctor 
a bi-monthly fee of 
€75,000 to €100,000 
and used his services 
to cast spell on op-
position teams. He 
also accused Paul of 
not sparing his team-
mates as well and al-

leged that he cast a curse on 
Kylian Mbappe too. 

The former Guinea inter-

national in his video lev-
elled allegations against the 
Juventus midfielder saying 
that he took the help of the 
witch doctor to win crucial 
matches including the Euro 
2016 finals. He went on 
to add that the moths that 
swarmed Stade de France 
during the summit clash of 
the continental champion-
ship were summoned by 
Paul.

a. Sharath Kamal and G. Sathiyan. 

Olympian Dilip Tirkey during the election process for Hockey india president post.

Grandmaster arjun Erigaisi. 

pogba brothers.

Legends tennis league organisers with the players.


