
IndIa’s record-
breakIng wIn 
over australIa 
Hyderabad: blistering knocks 
by Virat Kohli, Suryakumar yadav 
and a late cameo of 25* run off 
16 balls by Hardik Pandya took 
India to a six-wicket win against 
australia in the third and final 
game to seal the three-match 
T20I series 2-1 here at the rajiv 
Gandhi International Stadium on 
Sunday. Suryakumar smashed 
69 off 66 balls while Kohli scored 
63 off 48 balls to guide Men in 
blue to a thrilling run chase vic-
tory. Chasing 187, India got off to 
the worst start as they lost their 
opener KL rahul on daniel Sams’ 
delivery. Virat Kohli then came 
out to bat and handled the charge 
of the Indian team with skipper 
rohit Sharma.

ghulam nabI azad 
to unveIl party 
name on monday
JaMMU: Former Congress leader 
Ghulam Nabi azad, who had 
earlier announced to launch a 
new party, on Sunday said that 
he would unveil the name of 
his party on Monday. azad has 
already proposed to the election 
Commission of India for regis-
tration of his new party. While 
addressing a massive rally in 
baramulla last week, azad said, 

“We will announce a new party in 
ten days. I’ll give a Hindustani 
name to my party that everyone 
can understand.” azad, who 
resigned from Congress party 
ending a five-decade-long as-
sociation, said that the first unit 
of his political outfit would be 
formed in J&K in view of impend-
ing assembly polls. 

10-year-old boy 
sodomIzed In 
delhI, one held
NeW deLHI: a 10-year-old 
boy was allegedly sodomised 
by three minors in delhi’s 
Seelampur area. The victim 
has been admitted to LNJP 
Hospital and is under medical 
observation. according to delhi 
Police, the victim’s mother told 
police that the boy was physically 
assaulted and sodomized by 
three of his friends who are of 
same age group. based on the 
mother’s statement, a case was 
registered under sections 377/34 
IPC and POSCO act. during the 
investigation, Police found that 
the victim and the alleged boys 
are residents of New Seelampur 
Jhuggis and neighbours. They are 
friends and are of the same age 
category 10-12 years.
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Foul play?

IaF cadet Found dead 
In bengaluru, FamIly 
alleges murder by 
sIx oFFIcIals

A 27-year-old IAF cadet was 
found dead at Air Force Tech-
nical College, Bengaluru on 21 
September, North Bengaluru 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police Vinayak Patil said on 
Sunday.  The cadet was found 
hanging in his room. The 
police have also recovered 
a seven-page note from the 
site, as per police. The brother 
of the deceased cadet Ankit 
Kumar Jha has filed a police 
complaint alleging murder by 
six IAF officials, according to 

the complaint. 
He also alleged that the 

IAF officials were also in-
volved in the tampering with 
evidence and demanded to 
charge them for that, as per 
the complaint.  The cadet’s 
brother further demanded 
the immediate arrest of the 
IAF officials. He also urged 
to stop the autopsy of his de-
ceased brother’s body as the 
case needs to be investigated 
by the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI). 

A case has been registered 
under section 302 IPC by the 
Jalahalli Police. 

TDG NeTwork
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exclusIve

they were always 
runnIng aFter 
ankIta: eyewItness 

The Daily Guardian reporter Mahima Kataria spoke to an 
eyewitness on camera who gave a blow by blow account that 
led to the unfortunate incident of Anikta’s murder. Excerpts: 
Mahima (TDG reporter): What did you see as to what was 
happening with Ankita, what all can you tell?
Eyewitness: I used to repair the lights and all, I was in charge 
of the maintenance of the resort and the factory. Ankita’s 
room was near to the reception area inside the resort. Since I 
suffered a seizure attack, I was there in my room, but when I 
felt a little better, then I went outsideothe factory. me and the 
manager of the factory Manveer went outside. 
TDG reporter: Around what time this all happened?
Eyewitness: 6-6:30
TDG reporter: Then what happened?
Eyewitness: Then my fellow colleague Karan helped me, and 
Saurabh was accompanying him, both of them were also 
outside the resort they called me immediately, Karan said 
that madam (Ankita) is crying. I said I will go and see, and I 
went there. I ran up to her and P2

MahiMa kaTaria
SrINaGar

‘JustIce For ankIta’ 

Ankita’s family 
refuses to perform 
last rite, locals’ 
spontaneous protest 

Anger over the Ankita 
Bh a n d a r i  de at h  c a s e 
poured onto the streets 
as the locals on Sunday 
blocked the Badrinath Ri-
shikesh highway area in 
front of the base hospital 
where Ankita’s remains 
are kept. 

The administration tried 
clearing the jam caused 
due to the barricading. The 
masses demanded the post-
mortem report of the de-
ceased and capital punish-
ment for the culprits. The 
local market was shut on 
Sunday as people showed 
solidarity ahead of Ankita 
Bhandari’s funeral. Traders 
of Srinagar kept their busi-
ness establishments wholly 

closed. 
The development came 

ahead of Ankita’s funeral 
in Garhwal,  Srinagar. 
Earlier, the family of the de-
ceased refused to perform 
the last rites as they de-
manded the handing over 
of the post-mortem report. 

The administration on 
the other hand tried con-
vincing Ankita’s family. 

“We won’t conduct her last 
rites until her post-mortem 
report is given. We saw 
in her provisional report 
that she was beaten up and 
thrown in a river. But we’re 
awaiting the final report,” 
said Ajay Singh Bhandari, 
brother of Ankita Bhandari. 

The SIT on Sunday said 
that her WhatsApp chats 
were also being probed. 

MahiMa kaTaria & 
PraveeN kuMar
SrINaGar

As Congress gears 
up for the election 
of the party Presi-

dent, the development in 
Rajasthan state unit has put 
the high command in great 
trouble and embarrass-
ment. On Sunday, as many 
as 93 pro-Ashok Gehlot 
MLAs resigned and sent 
their letters to the Assembly 
speaker. Sources said that 
the number of the MLAs 
may even go up to 100. 

The development on Sun-
day came in the backdrop 
of a chain of events before 

the party’s much-talked-
about Presidential election. 
The Gandhi family’s choice 
Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot is all set to 
file its nomination this week 
for the election of Congress 
President. Although he 
wanted to don both the hats 
of Congress President and 
Rajasthan CM, Rahul Gan-
dhi snubbed it with his ‘one 
person, one post’ comment 
recently, forcing Gehlot to 
make a U-turn.  

This prompted a possibil-
ity of another leader from 
Rajasthan Sachin Pilot’s 
elevation as the chief min-
ister. Pre-empting this, 93 

pro-Gehlot MLAs met the 
speaker C.P. Joshi and sub-
mitted their resignations. 

Senior minister Pratap 
Singh Khachariawas said, 
“MLAs have no complaints 
against the high command. 
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul 
Gandhi are our leaders. 
But what the MLAs want 
should be heard. Sachin Pi-
lot is not acceptable as CM. 
Make someone else CM. 
The majority is completely 
with Ashok Gehlot. This 
is what the high command 
should understand.”  The 
legislators demanded C.P. 
Joshi to be made the CM, he 
added. 

Political observers say, in 
a way, the high command is 
completely responsible for 
this crisis. Rebels say when 
Gehlot’s name came up for 
the National President, the 
name of Sachin Pilot, who 
tried to topple the rebel 
government, was given im-
portance as the probable 
for the post of CM. Rebels 
say Sachin had damaged 
party’s cause earlier, so he 
cannot be the CM. Party 
must choose one leader who 
has credentials and stood 
by the party at the time of 
crisis. “Sachin does not fall 
into that category. How can 
a person who betrayed the 

party are being given im-
portance,” one rebel told 
The Daily Guardian.

The pro-Gehlot legislators 
were seen gathered at state 
minister Shanti Dhariwal’s 
residence which became 
the focal point for the day. 
Sources said it was the 102 
MLAs who played an im-
portant role in saving the 
government by being united 
for 34 days few years ago, 
one of them should be made 
the chief minister. If any 
of the rebel MLAs is made 
the chief minister, then the 
government will fall. Out of 
the 102 MLAs who rejected 

bIg crIsIs In congress, 93  
pro-gehlot mlas resIgn to 
stall sachIn pIlot’s elevatIon 

messy development 

Sources say the number of MLAs may go up to 100. 
ajiT MaiNDola  
JaIPUr

unIty In progress?

Opposition rally in 
Haryana, Nitish-Lalu 
meet Sonia for poll unity 

Putting up a brave face, Op-
position parties on Sunday 
gave a clarion call of unity to 
defeat the BJP in 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections. 
Attending a rally organ-

ised by former Haryana 
Chief Miniser and Indian 
National Lok Dal (INLD) 
chief Om Prakash Chautala 
here, the Opposition parties 
tried to strike a common 
chord. The aim is common: 
To put up a united fight and 
defeat the formidable force 
BJP. 

The rally was attended by 
Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar, NCP chief Sha-
rad Pawar, CPI(M) general 

secretary Sitaram Yechury. 
The rally markes the 109th 
birth anniversary of former 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Devi Lal. 

Addressing the rally Nit-
ish Kumar said, “If all these 
parties get together, they 
(BJP) won’t be able to win 
at all in 2024 Lok Sabha 
polls.” He also said that he 
has “spoken at length with 
Sharad Pawar and also re-
quested the Congress to join 
the Opposition group.

Sharad Pawar said, “We 
need to remove the present 
circumstances… In 2024 
when we shall get an op-
portunity, we all shall get to-
gether change this regime.”

TDG NeTwork
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supportIve role 

russIa backs IndIa For 
permanent member In unsc

Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov backed India 
for becoming a permanent 
member of the UN Security 
Council. 

While addressing the 77th 
United Nations General As-
sembly, Lavrov said, “We 
see prospective of making 
Security Council more dem-
ocratic via representation of 
countries from Africa, Asia 
& Latin America. India and 
Brazil, in particular, are key 
international actors and 
should be counted for per-
manent membership in the 
council.” While addressing 
the Assembly, Lavrov ac-
cused Western countries 

of “throwing a fit” over the 
referendum that is being 
conducted in Russian-con-
trolled areas of Ukraine on 
becoming a part of their fed-
eration. 

The Russian Foreign 
Minister said the crises 
surrounding the war were 
growing, and the interna-
tional situation was rapidly 
deteriorating, but instead of 
having an honest dialogue 
and searching for a compro-
mise, the West was “under-
mining confidence in inter-
national institutions” and 
encouraging negative ten-
dencies within the United 
Nations as well, according 
to UN News. 

He said the United States 
was trying to turn the 

whole world into its “back-
yard”, and together with 
its partners, punishing dis-
senters from its world view, 
through what he called 

“illegal unilateral sanc-
tions” which violate the 
UN Charter, and hurt poor 
citizens in poorer countries, 
targeting their medicines, 
vaccines and food imports. 
Earlier, India with 31 other 
countries in a joint state-
ment on reforms stated that 
an expansion of the Security 
Council in both permanent 
and non-permanent cat-
egories, as well as reform 
in its working methods, is 
indispensable to making 
this body more representa-
tive, legitimate and effective, 

P2
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no to oFFer 

Mukul Rohatgi declines govt’s 
offer to become Attorney General 

Senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi has declined 
the central government’s proposal to be ap-
pointed as the next Attorney General for India. 

Rohatgi was set to be appointed as the four-
teenth Attorney General of India replacing the 
incumbent K.K. Venugopal. Asked about his 
decision to decline the Centre’s offer, Rohatgi 
told ANI that there is no particular reason for 
declining the offer and he “thought about it 
again” and decided not to take up the offer. 

If Rohatgi had accepted the offer, it would 
have his second tenure as an AG, after he 
served the post for the first time between 
June 2014 and June 2017. 

Earlier, the veteran lawyer and present At-
torney General K.K. Venugopal expressed 
unwillingness to continue in the top law of-
ficer’s post beyond September 30 citing health 
problems. 

Widely respected as a constitutional law 

expert, Venugopal succeeded Rohatgi as At-
torney General on July 1, 2017, for a three-year 
term. The 91-year-old Venugopal, who was 
given two one-year extensions beyond his 
three-year term by the Union government, 
repeatedly expressed his unwillingness to 
continue in the post. 

In June this year, Venugopal’s term was ex-
tended by three more months by the Centre. 
The government urged him to continue for 
three more months. He had finally agreed 
for a three months extension, till September 
30, to allow the government to search for a 
new face. 

The 67-year-old Rohatgi was offered 
to be appointed as the Attorney General. 
Rohatgi held the office of AG for three years 
starting from 2014 to 2017 after the Bharatiya 
Janata Party-led National Democratic Alli-
ance government came to power. Rohatgi is a 
senior advocate at the Supreme Court of India 
and has earlier served as Additional Solicitor 
General of India. 

TDG NeTwork
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Pitra paksha

People perform the ‘Tarpan’ ritual for the salvation of 
their ancestors at the banks of the upper lake on the 
last day of fifteen-day Pitra Paksha, on Sarva Pitru 

Moksha Amavasya, in Bhopal on Sunday. ANi
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EXCLUSIVE

opened the 
door, then Ankit 
stopped me.

TDG reporter: 
Who’s this Ankit?
Eyewitness: He is known to 
everyone in the resort, oth-
erwise he is known to Pulkit. 
TDG reporter: What did he 
do in the resort?
Eyewitness: I did not see 
him doing anything ever. 
TDG reporter: Did he come 
there just like that?
Eyewitness: He is Pulkit’s 
personal assistant
TDG reporter: Okay, then 
what happened when you 
reached there?
Eyewitness: When I opened 
the door, then Ankit was 
coming out of Ankita’s room. 
He stopped me. He said you 
cannot go ahead. We both 
argued a bit. Meanwhile, 
Saurabh called me
TDG reporter: Where was 

Saurabh then?
Eyewitness: Saurabh was 
smoking, he called me there. 
I said okay. We did not ex-
pect they could do anything 
like this
TDG reporter: What did 
you see then?
Eyewitness: Ankita was 
standing at the door
TDG reporter: And where 
was Pulkit?
Eyewitness: Pulkit was in-
side. 
TDG reporter: Did Ankita 
signal anything to you?
Eyewitness: She was a bit 
scared.
TDG reporter: Did you see 
anything untoward happen-
ing?
Eyewitness: I joined ten 
days back and did not see 
any prostitution kind of 
thing, but could see that 
they were always running 
after Ankita.

TDG reporter: do you think 
all this was pre-planned?
Eyewitness: yes i think this 
all was pre-planned.
TDG reporter: do you think 
they were forcing her?
Eyewitness: yes, I know 
that customers that day 
were demanding extra ser-
vice
TDG reporter: who are 
these customers?
Eyewitness: pulkit man-
ages these extra services 
for customers.‘saurabh sir 
just took out his bike, i don’t 
know much, we tried con-
tacting him, everyone was 
afraid‘we were awake the 
whole night, when saurabh 
sir went to ankit, ankit sir 
said place my dinner, the 
plate and the food was left 
untouched, maam did not 
touch the food, ankit sir 
went into the room and the 
rest I don’t know.

ThEy wErE aLwayS rUnnIng 
afTEr ankITa: EyEwITnESS 

As the majority of Congress 
MLAs from the Ashok 
Gehlot camp are submitting 
their resignations, party in-
terim president Sonia Gan-
dhi on Sunday directed ob-

servers Mallikarjun Kharge 
and Ajay Maken to conduct 
one-on-one talks with Raj-
asthan MLAs to resolve the 
issue. 

Both the observers are 
likely to meet around 90 
MLAs who have tendered 
their resignation to Assem-

bly Speaker. We are not go-
ing to Delhi at the moment, 
we have been instructed by 
Congress interim president 
Sonia Gandhi to conduct 
one-to-one talks with Raj-
asthan Congress MLAs. 

We will meet them to-
night,” a Congress observ-

ers said.
Congress leader KC Venu-

gopal said that things would 
be sorted out soon.

“Neither did I talk to CM 
Ashok Gehlot, nor did he 
call me, things will be sort-
ed out soon,” said Venugo-
pal. 

rajaSThan CrISIS 

SonIa dIrECTS CongrESS obSErVErS To hoLd 
onE-on-onE TaLkS wITh mIffEd mLaS
TDG NETWORK
Jaipur

As Ashok Gehlot is likely to 
resign as Rajasthan Chief 
Minister to file nomina-
tion to contest Congress 
president polls, he said 

on Sunday that he would 
continue to work for the 
youth and a peaceful at-
mosphere in the country. 
“I’ve previously specified...
If things were under my 
control, I would be on vari-
ous posts, but even without 

any post I will continue to 
work for a peaceful atmo-
sphere and youth, “ said 
Gehlot when asked wheth-
er he would retain the CM 
post. Gehlot said, “As far as 
post of Congress president 
is concerned, I’ve been in 

politics for 50 yrs and held 
various posts for 40 yrs. 
What more can a person 
expect, now the new gen-
eration should get a chance 
so that we together can 
provide leadership in the 
country.”

nEXT gEnEraTIon 

Young generation should take over, 
says Ashok Gehlot
TDG NETWORK
Jaipur

naVy warfarE 

Exercise Kakadu:  
INS Satpura 
showcases prowess 
TDG NETWORK
New Delhi

Indian Naval Ship Satpura is presently in 
Australia for the Exercise KAKADU-22 be-
ing conducted by the Royal Australian Navy 
where it is participating in various anti-
submarine and anti-ship warfare exercises 
including manoeuvres showcasing her pre-
cise target destruction capability during gun 
firing exercises. 

The participation in exercise KAKADU-22 

is aimed at enhancing mutual understand-
ing and interoperability at sea amongst na-
vies of friendly foreign countries INS Sat-
pura is an indigenously designed and built, 
6000-tonne guided missile stealth frigate. 
The ship is a frontline unit of the Eastern Fleet 
based at Visakhapatnam and is currently on 
one of the longest deployments by the Indian 
Navy in the 75th year of India’s Independence. 

INS Satpura sailed from Darwin, Australia, 
on September 15, 2022, to participate in sea 
phase of the Exercise. 

UnITy In progrESS?

oppoSITIon raLLy In haryana, nITISh-LaLU 
mEET SonIa for poLL UnITy 

Earlier 
during the day, in 
a bid to unify op-
position parties 

before the 2024 Lok Sabha 
polls, RJD chief Lalu Prasad 
Yadav slammed the BJP 
government at the Centre 
for rising poverty and un-
employment in the country. 

Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar and the RJD su-
premo met Congress Presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi at her 
residence in a bid to unify 
opposition parties before 
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls. 

He further added, “We 
need to remove the BJP 
and have to save the coun-
try. For that, we all have to 
come together in a way we 
removed BJP in Bihar. We 
have had talks with Sonia 
Gandhi. She asked us to 
meet again after 10-12 days 
once the Congress party 
gets a new president”.

When asked about the 
2024 polls, Nitish Kumar 
said, “If all the parties form 
a coalition overpowering, 
defeating the Modi govern-
ment in the elections won’t 

be a difficult job and we are 
in continuous talks for the 
coalition by 2024 polls.” 

Lalu and JDU chief Nit-
ish Kumar will further 
ask Gandhi for the right to 
approach the Opposition 
camp by meeting the lead-
ers of regional parties who 
are politically distant from 
Congress to join the alliance. 

As per the sources, JDU 
and RJD chiefs are likely to 
approach Telangana Rash-
tra Samithi (TRS) in Telan-
gana, Yuvajana Sramika 
Rythu (YSR) Congress 

Party in Andhra Pradesh, 
Indian National Lok Dal 
(INLD) in Haryana, Left in 
Kerala, Samajwadi Party 
(SP), Bahujan Samajwadi 
Party (BSP),  Odisha’s 
Biju Janata Dal (BJD), and 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) and the National 
Conference (NC) in Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

Interestingly, Congress 
will have to adopt compro-
mising nature if Lalu Yadav 
and Nitish Kumar succeed 
in uniting these Opposition 
parties. 

SUpporTIVE roLE 

Russia backs India for 
permanent member in UNSC

delegations reiterated. 
The signatories of 

the joint statement stated 
that they reaffirm that 
adapting the United Nations 

to contemporary world realities neces-
sarily requires urgent and comprehen-
sive reform of the Security Council, the 
principal organ for international peace 
and security. 

According to the statement, the 
heads of delegations were convinced 

of the need to restore faith in effective 
multilateralism, “we stand united, as 
a group of pro-reform like-minded 
States, determined to work towards a 
more inclusive, responsive and partici-
patory international governance archi-
tecture,” the statement reads. 
“We further recognize that lack of 
progress in Security Council reform 
has serious implications, not only for 
the continued relevance of global gov-
ernance institutions but also for global 

peace and security and delivering on 
the purposes, principles and promises 
of the United Nations Charter,” it added. 
The head of delegations recognised 
that a reformed Security Council must 
better reflect the contemporary Unit-
ed Nations membership, including 
through enhanced representation of 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS), 
which comprise approximately 20 per 
cent of the United Nations’ member-
ship. 

‘VaSUndhara 
phIr SE’?
Former rajasthan Chief 
Minister Vasundhara 
raje is gearing up for a 
fight to present herself 
as a CM face for the 
BJp, irrespective of the 
fact whether the party’s 
top leadership take 
such a move seriously. 
a slogan has been 
circulating in rajasthan 
“Kaho dil se, Vasund-
hara phir se” while raje 
has been embroiled in 
a tussle with state BJp 
president Satish poonia. 
Despite her stature as a 
mass leader, the buzz is 
that the BJp high com-
mand wants to convince 
raje not to contest the 
assembly elections next 
year and in return for 
her ‘sacrifice’, the party 
may allow her to contest 
in the 2024 lok Sabha 
elections and be made a 
minister in the new BJp 
government at centre. 
raje is silent and wait-
ing for the right time 
to take a call whether 
to stay in BJp or form 
another political party?

SUddEn 
dEmand for 
raj ThaCkEray 
The BJp has decided 
not to have any direct 
alliance with the Ma-
harashtra Navnirman 
Sena (MNS) in BMC 
election. according to 
sources, the BJp cannot 
afford to lose North 
indians votes against 
whom MNS chief raj 
Thackeray has a bad 
equation. however, the 
BJp and Maharashtra 
Chief Minister eknath 
Shinde wish to have 
support of at least one 
Thackeray. The plan 
therefore is to let the 
Shinde-led camp align 
with the MNS. eknath 
Shinde has already 
spoke to raj Thackeray 
aspiring to form the alli-
ance with the MNS. But 
raj Thackeray has not 
given any clue. There is 
an attempt by the BJp 
and Shinde camp to 
bring raj Thackeray on 
board with a common 
objective of defeating 
uddhav Thackeray-led 
Shiv Sena which is yet 
to recover from the 
defection of 40 legisla-
tors after the rebellion 
launched by Shinde.

SonIa’S 
parTICIpaTIon 
Congress president 
Sonia Gandhi and 
priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
would join the Karna-
taka leg of the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra led by rahul 
Gandhi which will be 
entering the state on 30 
September. while aiCC 
General Secretary K.C. 
Venugopal along with 
another aiCC General 
Secretary and in-charge 
of Karnataka randeep 
Singh Surjewala, state 
Congress president 
D.K. Shivakumar and 
a host of leaders par-
ticipated in the party’s 
review meeting on the 
yatra. Venugopal said 
“in Karnataka, Con-
gress president Sonia 
Gandhi may attend 
the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
someday, and priyanka 
Gandhi will also be join-
ing separately,”

on the radar

RAHIL NORA CHOPRA

‘jUSTICE for ankITa’ 

Earlier on Saturday, 
the Vanatara resort in Ri-
shikesh owned by expelled 
BJP leader Vinod Arya’s 

son Pulkit Arya, who is an accused 
in the Ankita Bhandari murder case, 
was set on fire by angry locals. 

Anger over the horrific crime poured 
onto streets in other parts of Uttara-
khand as well as locals jammed the 
bus station in Pauri. Protestors also 
gheraoed the District Magistrate’s of-
fice in Pauri. 

The body of 19-year-old Ankita 
Bhandari who was reported missing a 
few days ago was recovered on Satur-
day from the Chilla canal in Rishikesh. 
Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar 
Singh Dhami ordered a Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) to be formed to 
probe the case. 

The father of the 19-year-old Ankita 
Bhandari, whose body was recov-
ered from the Chilla canal in Uttara-
khand’s Rishikesh on Saturday, said 
that he will cremate his daughter only 
after receiving the final postmortem 
reports. 
“I will cremate my daughter only af-
ter I get the final postmortem report. 

The CM has told me that a Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) has been con-
stituted and the case will be tried in a 
fast-track court,” said Ankita Bhan-
dari’s father said. 

Earlier, the deceased’s brother also 
said that they won’t conduct her last 

rites until the post-mortem report is 
received. “We saw in her provisional 
report that she was beaten up and was 
thrown in a river. 

But we’re awaiting the final report,” 
said Ajay Singh Bhandari, brother of 
Ankita Bhandari.

Ankita’s family refuses to perform last 
rite, locals’ spontaneous protest 

NaiNiTal: uttarakhand CM pushkar 
Singh Dhami on Sunday said the 
Special investigation Team is prob-
ing the ankita murder case from 
every angle and the investigation will 
not be influenced. 
CM Dhami said that all the evi-
dence related to this murder is safe 
and that there will be no attempt 
to destroy it. The CM also praised 
deceased ankita Bhandari’s father 
and said, “i salute ankita Bhandari’s 
father that after the heinous crime 
with his daughter, he is trying to 
move on with the investigation. i am 
in constant talks with the family and 
his father and the family members 
have agreed with the action.” 
The Chief Minister said that all the 
evidence related to this murder is 

safe. he said he will ensure that 
there will be no attempt to destroy 
evidence. 
“This case will be heard by fast track 
court because the daughter of ut-
tarakhand should get justice at the 
earliest. he said that we will request 
the hon’ble high Court that a 
separate court should be constituted 
for this so that the culprits get such 
severe punishment that it becomes 
a precedent in history,” Dhami said. 
“The officials are making efforts to 
come early for the post-mortem 
report also. he said that this is not 
the time to do politics. The Chief 
Minister said that there will be no 
laxity on the part of the government. 
The facts will be revealed,” Dhami 
said.

ankITa mUdEr wILL bE a faIr probE: Cm dhamI 

mESSy dEVELopmEnT 

bIg CrISIS In CongrESS, 93  
pro-gEhLoT mLaS rESIgn To 
STaLL SaChIn pILoT’S ELEVaTIon 

those of-
fers of crores of 
rupees, someone 
should be made 

the Chief Minister, rebels 
said. 

However, on the behest of 
Sonia Gandhi, organisation 
general secretary K.C. Venu-
gopal spoke to Chief Minis-
ter Gehlot and asked them to 
persuade the MLAs. Till late 
night there were indications 
that the matter would now 
drag on. Observers Mallikar-
jun Kharge and Ajay Maken 
are also in Jaipur on a fire-
fighting mission.  

While Chief Minister 
Gehlot, who went on Jais-
almer tour, had made it clear 
that he does not want to con-
tinue as the Chief Minister. 
His only effort will be to win 
Rajasthan in any case. There-
fore, he should not be judged. 
Gehlot›s statement had no 
effect on the MLAs. Filing of 
nominations for the post of 
Congress president began on 
Saturday with a contest be-
tween Ashok Gehlot and for-
mer Union Minister Shashi 
Tharoor on the cards. 

The nominations will be 
filed till September 30 and 
results declaring the new 
Congress chief will be an-
nounced on October 19. 

This will be the first time 
in 25 years that Congress 
will see a non-Gandhi chief 
after Sonia Gandhi replaced 
Sitaraman Kesri as party chief 
in 1998. 

The last time the party had 
a non-Gandhi chief was in 
1997 when Sitaram Kesri 
defeated Sharad Pawar and 
Rajesh Pilot.

GaiNiNG mOmENTum 

Tharoor To fILE nomInaTIon  
on 30 SEpTEmbEr 

Senior Congress leader and Mp Shashi Tharoor will file a 
nomination for the post of party president on 30 Septem-
ber, as per sources. 
Tharoor said, “he will be approaching delegates from 
various states as he has taken 5 sets of nomination 
papers, for which he’ll need 50 delegates as proposers 
for his candidature”. This will be the first time in 25 years 
that Congress will see a non-Gandhi chief after Sonia 
Gandhi defeated Jitendra prasad in 1998. The last time 
the party had a non-Gandhi chief was in 1996 when Sita-
ram Kesri defeated Sharad pawar and rajesh pilot. 
Chairman of Central election authority Madhusudan 
Mistri will be available in Congress headquarters in the 
national capital to take the nomination papers as return-
ing officer of the election. 
as per the notification released by the Congress party, 
the aforesaid elections for the party’s new president 
are slated to be held on October 17 at all pCCs, whose 
results shall be announced on 19 October, immediately 
after the counting of votes. 
The final list of candidates will be released at 5 pm on 
8 October.  Mistry has called upon the delegates of the 
Congress party to elect the president of the indian Na-
tional Congress in accordance with the provisions made 
under article 18. however, there were speculations that 
rajasthan Chief Minister ashok Gehlot has expressed 
their willingness to contest for the party’s topmost posi-
tion. But Gehlot cleared the air over his nomination for 
the all india Congress Committee (aiCC) presidential 
election.  Congress leader Digvijay Singh on Friday said 
that he was not in the race for the party chief. 
addressing a press conference in Jabalpur, the veteran 
leader said that he would not contest the Congress 
presidential election, but he would follow the instruction 
given to him by the higher authority in the party.  
There is an intense build-up to the Congress president 
election after rajasthan Chief Minister ashok Gehlot 
confirmed his candidature on Friday. Gehlot also 
confirmed that rahul Gandhi has made it clear that “no 
member of the Gandhi family” would become the next 
party chief. 

TDG NETWORK
New Delhi
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Leaked video case 

An Indian Army official was 
arrested in connection with 
the ‘leaked objectionable vid-
eos’ case linked to the Chan-
digarh University in Mohali, 
said the Indian Army official 
on Saturday. 

According to an Army of-
ficial, “During the ongoing 
investigations by Punjab 
Police in a sensitive case, it 
has revealed that a serving 
Army soldier is likely to have 
been involved in acts charge-
able under sections of the IPC 
and IT Act.” 

“Immediately on receipt of 

information from the Police 
authorities, all possible assis-
tance was extended to Pun-
jab and Arunachal Pradesh 
Police to arrest the soldier 
and hand over his custody 
for further investigations,” 
the official added.”Accused 
army personnel Sanjeev 
Singh arrested from Sela 
Pass, Arunachal Pradesh. 
Transit remand obtained 
from Ld CJM Bomdilla for 
production before Mohali 
court,” said DGP Punjab 
Police, Gaurav Yadav. 

The Army official further 
emphasized that the Indian 
Army practices zero toler-
ance towards such acts and 

will continue to provide all 
assistance for the early con-
clusion of the investigation. 

Earlier, three accused in-
cluding a girl student from 
the college were arrested in 
connection with the case. She 
had reportedly said that she 
had made videos of some girls 
and sent them to a person in 
Shimla.  This comes days after 
the ‘objectional videos’ row 
broke out followed by mas-
sive protests showcased by 
the students in Mohali. Pro-
testing students alleged that 
a student made videos of girls 
students while taking a bath. 
The videos were also alleg-
edly posted on social media.

Army jawan arrested 
in Chandigarh 
University incident 
TDG NeTwork 
New Delhi

caste equation 

With an eye on the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, BJP OBC Morcha is gearing up 
for the upcoming assembly polls in five 
states.  The Morcha has been constantly 
reaching out to the OBC community in 
the poll-bound states. Speaking to ANI, 
BJP OBC Morcha national president K 
Laxman said, “From Nehru to Rajiv Gan-
dhi, Congress opposed reservation for 
OBC society and beneficial schemes were 
not allowed for them. We tell the OBC 
society how Congress and other parties 
have cheated the public for votes.” 

He said BJP OBC Morcha is working 

on keeping an eye on the mission 2024. 
But at present, the priority is the upcom-
ing elections in five states. Consequently, 
the OBC Morcha chief has been continu-
ously visiting the poll-bound states. The 
Morcha has been organising various 
programmes and reaching out to society. 

“We are visiting to all these states in-
cluding Gujarat, Karnataka, Rajasthan, 
Himachal Pradesh and Telangana and 
preparing programmes for the OBC Mor-
cha. We are listening to the problems of 
the OBC community. The Morcha makes 
people aware of the welfare schemes of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,” said 
Laxman. 

The OBC Morcha has formed commit-

tees up to the Mandal level and has been 
trying to connect people from the OBC 
society. The Morcha will form commit-
tees at the booth level within the next six 
months.  Each of these committees will 
have five members. These five members 
will reach out to people at the booth level 
and take their feedback. 

Describing the statistics, Laxman said, 
“Along with this, the voters of OBC so-
ciety are above 50 per cent in the whole 
country. If we talk about 50 per cent or 
70 per cent on average, then 55 per cent of 
the votes are from the OBC community, 
whereas if we talk about Gujarat, then 
52 per cent of the votes of the OBC com-
munity are from Gujarat.” 

BJP OBC Morcha prepares for 
polls in 5 states
TDG NeTwork
New Delhi

aLertness is the key

Delhi Traffic Police on Sunday piggy-
backed on Deepti Sharma’s ‘Mankad-
ing’ incident and gave the message of 
“alertness during driving” in its tweet.

The Delhi Traffic Police tweeted on 
Sunday, “Why alertness is impor-
tant during driving...#RoadSafety 
# M a n k a d i n g  # I N D v s E N G 
#ENGvsIND”  

Sometimes, the batter at the non-
striker’s end leaves his popping crease 
while the bowler is in his/her final de-
livery stride. If a bowler sees this, he/
she can legally attempt to run out that 

batter as per the laws of the sport. 
Earlier on Saturday, Indian all-

rounder Deepti Sharma’s act of 
‘mankading’ England’s Charlotte 
Dean at the non-striker’s end gener-
ated a lot of polarising reactions on 
social media, leaving the cricketing 
fraternity divided. 

Indian cricket  legend Vinoo 
Mankad first did this during 1947-48 
during India’s tour of Australia by 
running out Australia’s Bill Brown at 
the non-striker’s end, which earned 
it the name ‘Mankading’. 

Though many cricketers argue that 
it is against the spirit of the game, 
 it is totally legal as per the sport’s 

laws. 
As per Marylebone Cricket Club 

(MCC) Laws of Cricket, “If the non-
striker is out of his/her ground at any 
time from the moment the ball comes 
into play until the instant when the 
bowler would normally have been 
expected to release the ball, the non-
striker is liable to be Run out. 

In these circumstances, the non-
striker will be out Run out if he/she 
is out of his/her ground when his/
her wicket is put down by the bowler 
throwing the ball at the stumps or by 
the bowler’s hand holding the ball, 
whether or not the ball is subsequently 
delivered.”

deLhi traffic poLice piggybacks on 
deepti sharma ‘mankading’ incident
TDG NeTwork
New Delhi
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Sundays have this depressing habit of being calm as a cup of camomile.

Sunday was designed as a day of rejuvenation, not as a restless vacuum.

It is an opportunity to fill the mind, not empty it. Sunday are a pause, a comma between a busy week before and an exciting 

one ahead.  The choice is simple.

Either you allow your minds to become potato-couched by inanity, or you read what you are holding  

(for which, many thanks).

The Sunday Guardian has been designed and written for a very special  reader: sharp knowledgeable, involved and 

aesthetic, who understands how to use  leisure. It is written to make your mind whir across a wide horizon of  information, 

entertainment, opinion and fine reading. Like it does after a great cup of coffee.

In 20 pages it captures all you need to know. A special section is  written and edited by young people who bring their 

distinct flair, focus and the courage to be different.

Enjoy the coffee. Sugar, okay?

mann ki baat 

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday 
said that based on the 

recommendation of the task 
force set up to observe chee-
tahs in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Kuno National Park, it will 
be decided when people will 
be able to see the animals. 

“Friends, a task force has 
been formed. This task force 
will monitor the cheetahs 
and see how much they 
have been able to adapt to 
the environment here. On 
this basis, a decision will 
be taken after a few months 
and then you will be able to 
see the cheetahs,” said PM 

Modi in the 93rd episode of 
his monthly radio broadcast 
‘Mann Ki Baat’. 

He exclaimed that peo-
ple from all corners of the 
country have expressed 
happiness over the return 
of cheetahs to India. “130 
crore Indians are happy, full 
of pride; this is India’s love 
for nature,” PM stated. 

Modi further stated that a 
common question was posed 
by people when will they get 
an opportunity to see the 
wild animals from Namibia. 
PM Modi invited ideas of the 
people what should be the 
names of the campaign and 
the cheetahs. 

He further said, “But till 
then I am assigning some 

work to all of you. For this, 
a competition will be orga-
nized on the MyGov plat-
form, in which I urge people 
to share certain things. 
What should be the name 
of the campaign we are run-
ning on cheetahs? Can we 
even think of naming all 
these cheetahs.... by what 
name should each of them 

be called? By the way, if this 
naming is of traditional na-
ture, then it will be very nice 
since, anything related to our 
society and culture, tradition 
and heritage, draws us eas-
ily.” 

“Not only that,you should 
also share how humans 
should behave with animals! 
Even in our fundamental du-
ties, emphasis has been laid 
on Respect for Animals. I 
appeal to all of you to par-
ticipate in this competition. 
Who knows...you may be the 
first to get an opportunity to 
see a cheetah as a reward!” 
he added. 

PM Modi also said that cli-
mate change is a major threat 
to marine ecosystems and 

that the litter on beaches is 
disturbing. “It becomes our 
responsibility to make seri-
ous and continuous efforts 
to tackle these challenges,” 
he said. 

In the broadcast, PM Modi 
paid tributes to BJP ideo-
logue Deen Dayal Upadhya-
ya, saying he was a profound 
thinker and a great son of the 
country. 

The cheetahs were declared 
extinct from India in 1952 but 
on 17 September, eight chee-
tahs (5 females and 3 males) 
were brought from Africa’s 
Namibia as part of ‘Project 
Cheetah’ as part of the gov-
ernment’s efforts to revitalise 
and diversify the country’s 
wildlife and habitat. 

Task force to decide when people 
can see cheetahs, says PM Modi
TDG NeTwork
New Delhi



4 nation the daily guardian review
monday |  26 sep tember 2022
new delhi

Member of Parlia-
ment Kartikeya 
Sharma on Sun-

day pledged to work shoul-
der to shoulder with the 
residents of Kalka-Pinjore 
in Haryana. While address-
ing a gathering where he was 
honoured and wholeheart-
edly welcomed by Shri Brah-
min Sabha HMT, Kartikeya 
Sharma said Kalka-Pinjore 
area has a special place in 
my heart as it has been nur-
tured by my family for gen-
erations. 

Kartikeya Sharma visited 
Kalka-Pinjore for the first 
time after becoming the MP 
of Rajya Sabha. Shri Brah-
min Sabha HMT organised 
a programme to welcome the 
young MP. Despite rain, peo-
ple attended the programme 
to hear the MP. 

‘With you, for you’
Kartikeya Sharma said, “I 
bow before the holy land of 
Kalka-Pinjore. For Kalka-
Pinjore, me and my family 
has a very special place. My 
grandfather used to come 
here, my father Venod Shar-
ma also liked this area. Like 
my father Venod Sharma 
who worked honestly on the 
problems of common people, 
I will also do the same. I am 
always with you. I can as-

sure, you will always find 
me besides you. Just like my 
father fought for the rights 
of the people, so will I. I have 
entered politics with a posi-
tive mindset.” 

Solving problemS
“There are many problems 
here. Dengue is an acute 
problem. I promise that we 
will camp here every week 
till dengue ends. Medi-
cines and machines will be 
brought. Arrangements will 
also be made for fogging. I 

am the grandson of Pandit 
Kedarnath Sharma, son of 
Vinod Sharma, be sure, I will 
do whatever I say. I will keep 
coming here.” 

haryana Cm’S Com-
mendable Work 
The MP said, “Haryana 
CM Manohar Lal Khattar is 
working hard and he is do-
ing everything with all trans-
parency. In 2014, my father 
Venod Sharma fought for 
an efficient policy of inter-
view and transfer policy of 

employees in Haryana. As a 
result, employees now need 
not to run here and there. 
The work my father had 
started long back, is being 
carried out by the Haryana 
Government quite efficient-
ly.” 

imt in ambala
The MP said, “My father 
Venod Sharma also de-
manded IMT in Ambala. 
Earlier governments did 
not pay heed to the demand. 
However, the CM Manohar ji 
had cleared the project. With 
this, many youth will get 
employment. I now demand 
a workshop on the land of 
HMT in Pinjore.” 

pm’S viSion 
Kartikeya Sharma further 
said, “PM Narendra Modi 
has thought of a vision for 
the country, this is happen-
ing because PM’s intention is 
clear. A few days ago I got the 
tricolor hoisted at Lal Chowk 

in Srinagar, my heart re-
joiced. It was not so earlier.”

‘i have Whole of 
haryana’
He said,”I have whole of 
Haryana. I think collectively 
and will take 36 fraternities 
together with me. I will not 
let any barriers come be-
tween us. Every effort will 
be made.” 

Shamsher Sharma, presi-
dent of Brahmin Sabha, 
said, “Kartikeya Sharma’s 
family has always been with 
us like a rock. The family is 
our great strength. A lot of 
work has been done in this 
area by his grandfather Pan-
dit Kedarnath Sharma and 
father Venod Sharma. This 
family still stands shoulder 
to shoulder with us. 

Besides Shamsher Sharma 
the programme was also at-
tended by Jitendra Sharma, 
Sandeep Chauhan, Sanjeev 
Kaushal from Panchkula 
Brahmin Sabha. 

Family ties with KalKa-Pinjore 

‘with you, For you,’ mP KartiKeya 
sharma to KalKa-Pinjore residents 
TDG NETWORK
KalKa-Pinjore

Kartikeya Sharma visited Kalka-Pinjore 
for the first time after becoming the MP of 
Rajya Sabha. Shri Brahmin Sabha HMT 
organised a programme to welcome the 
young MP. Despite rain, people attended 
the programme to hear the MP. 

Kartikeya Sharma at the 
Shri Brahmin Sabha HMT 
programme.

Kartikeya Sharma addressing 
the gathering on Sunday.
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top of the day

Two arresTed 
wiTh 10,000 
yaba TableTs in 
bengal
Siliguri: in a joint op-
eration of the Detective 
Department and New 
Jalpaiguri Police, two 
persons were arrested 
for illegal possession of 
ten thousand yaba tab-
lets worth rs 30 lakh in 
Siliguri, police said. The 
arrested people have 
been identified as Mo-
fajjul Hussain and Bi-
man Debnath. They are 
residents of Dinhanta 
and Coochbehar re-
spectively. According to 
police, acting on cred-
ible intelligence, the 
accused were detained 
at Jatiakali when they 
were travelling from 
Coochbehar towards 
Siliguri in a Maruti Swift 
vehicle. in search of 
the persons and the 
vehicle, 10,000 yaba 
tablets were recovered 
and seized from their 
exclusive possession. 
The market value of 
the seized contraband 
articles is rs 30 lakh.

assam: locals 
caTch Two 
robbers wiTh 
arms 
NAlBAri: The locals 
on Sunday caught two 
criminals with arms 
and handed them over 
to the police, said the 
officials on Sunday. The 
incident was reported 
in Assam’s Nalbari 
district. According to 
reports, locals of the 
Mukalmua market area 
on Sunday morning 
caught two criminals 
with arms while they 
allegedly attempted to 
rob a businessman in 
the area. “We arrested 
both the accused and 
recovered one country-
made pistol with a 
magazine and a sharp 
weapon in their posses-
sion,” said Superinten-
dent of Police of Nalbari 
district, Pabindra 
Kumar Nath. “They had 
attempted robbery of 
a businessman in the 
area. One among them 
is a wanted criminal 
who was earlier arrest-
ed by Karnataka police 
in a robbery case,” the 
top police official added. 
A case has been regis-
tered in connection with 
the incident. 

nTa To 
announce cueT-
Pg resulTs on 
monday 
NeW DelHi: The Na-
tional Testing Agency 
(NTA) will declare the 
results of the Central 
university entrance 
Test (CueT) for Post 
graduate (Pg) pro-
grammes on Monday. 

“National Testing Agency 
(NTA) will declare 
CueT-Pg results on 
26 September (Mon-
day) by 4 pm, required 
for Post-graduate 
admissions in the par-
ticipating universities. 
Best wishes to all the 
students,” M Jagadesh 
Kumar, Chairman, 
university grants Com-
mission (ugC) tweeted 
on Sunday. As per the 
ugC chairman on May 
19, the CueT (Pg) 2022 
were conducted in 
Computer Based Test 
(CBT) Mode.

The issue of the acute short-
age of teachers in Haryana 
continues to remain in dis-
cussion. The opposition is 
taking on the ruling faction, 
stating that the shortage of 
teachers is a matter of seri-
ous concern as it has affect-
ed the education of students 
on a large scale. Amid the 
ongoing contention, it has 
come to light that, in a bid to 
deal with the issue, the state 
government has decided to 
recruit the 18,000 teachers 
in the schools. Out of which, 
11 thousand regular teachers 

will be recruited and another 
7 thousand teachers will be 
recruited through Haryana 
Kaushal Rozgar Nigam.

Divulging the aforesaid in-
formation pertaining to the 
fresh recruitment of teachers, 
Chief Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar said that the Haryana 
government is continuously 
working to ensure quality 
school education in the state. 
He further said that the gov-
ernment is working to con-
nect with retired teachers, re-
tired government employees, 
and other interested people 
for this service in a bid to 
curb the problem of shortage 
of teachers. It is worth not-

ing that 5 lakh tablets have 
already been distributed to 
students in grade 10th, 11th, 
and 12th, with another 2.5 
lakh tablets on the way.

Haryana is the first state in 
the country to take this ini-
tiative. People, not only from 
other states but also from 
abroad, are commending this 
initiative and are moving for-
ward to draft such schemes 
and implement them.

Apart from the above men-
tioned, the government has 
worked to convert 4,000 
anganwadis into play-way 
schools so that children can 
get an education through rec-
reational activities.

iniTiTiVe

18,000 new teachers to be 
recruited in Haryana
RavindeR Malik
CHANDigArH

narcoTics syndicaTe 

The Delhi Police, along 
with a team of Special 
Cell/Northern Range, 

busted an interstate drug 
cartel by arresting its key 
member on Sunday.

The member has been iden-
tified as Jasvir Singh, 54, who 
hails from the village Kokri-
Kalan in the Moga district 
of Punjab. According to the 
police, 45 kg of opium worth 
more than Rs. 30 crore in 
the international market 
was recovered from the ar-

rested person’s possession. 
One truck, several mobile 
handsets, and several SIM 
cards used in the drug traf-
ficking activities have also 
been recovered.

According to DCP, Special 
Cell, Rajiv Ranjan Singh, 
“Special Cell in its continu-
ous crusade against drug 
suppliers had busted many 
narcotic drug cartels in the 
past by arresting several 
drug suppliers and by recov-
ering huge consignments of 
opium and heroin.”

“Sleuths of the Special Cell 
of Northern Range were 

working on information that 
an interstate narcotic drug 
cartel is active in the states 
of Manipur, Uttar Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand, Delhi, and 
NCR. Sleuths of Special Cell 
of Northern Range received 
information that members 
of this cartel are involved in 
the supply of opium in Delhi, 
NCR, and UP, after procur-
ing the same from suppliers 
of Manipur, who further col-
lect raw material from hilly 
areas around international 
borders of Manipur and 
Myanmar”, added the DCP.

Rajiv further added, “The 

information was further de-
veloped through technical 
as well as human surveil-
lance. It took about three to 
four months of painstaking 
effort to develop the infor-
mation. During this process, 
members of this cartel were 
identified and their activities 
were kept under discreet sur-
veillance. The trend revealed 
during recent cases shows 
that the Golden Triangle 
Area (Lhasa, Thailand, and 
Myanmar) via North Eastern 
states has started showing its 
presence on the drug map of 
the Indian subcontinent”.

inTer-sTaTe drug carTel busTed in 
delhi, oPium worTh rs 30 crore seized 
TdG neTWORk
NeW DelHi 

In a joint operation by the 
Indian army and the As-
sam police, a cadre of the 
banned militant outfit 
United Liberation Front of 
Asom-Independent (ULFA-
I) was apprehended with 
weapons, said the officials 
on Sunday.

The weapons were seized 
in Assam’s Charaideo dis-
trict. The Indian Army 
said, “Troops of Joypur 
Battalion of Red Shield Di-
vision under the aegis of 
Spear Corps apprehended 
the ULFA-I cadre from the 
Sonari area in Charaideo 
district on Saturday night,” 
said a statement by the In-
dian Army.

The cadre was busted 
based on input received re-
garding the presence of sus-
pected ULFA-I cadre in the 
general area of Towkok. An 
operation was launched by 
the Indian army along with 
Sonari police on Saturday.

“The swift action of the 
security forces resulted in 
the apprehension of one 
ULFA-I cadre along with 
one 7.65 mm pistol, three 
live rounds, and one maga-

zine,” the statement added.
The apprehended ULFA-

I cadre was handed over to 
the Assam Police. Further 
investigations are under-
way.

Earlier in March, in a 
joint operation conducted 
by Assam’s Charaideo 
District Police, 12th As-
sam Rifles and 149 CRPF, a 
cadre of proscribed United 
Liberation Front of Asom-
Independent (ULFA-I) sur-
rendered before the Assam 
police.

“On constant persuasion 
and CI OPs conducted by 
Charaideo District Police, 
12th Assam Rifles and 149 
CRPF unit posted in the 
district, the below men-
tioned ULFA(I) cadre have 
surrendered with arms and 
ammunition at the Office of 
the Superintendent of Po-
lice, Charaideo”, stated the 
Assam police on Thursday.

The apprehended ULFA-
I member is Nilutpol Tam-
uli, alias Jagaran Asom. 
He deposited one 7.62mm 
MQ81 assault rifle, three 
magazines, 148 rounds of 
7.62mm ammunition, and 
25.700 kg of RDX, added 
Sudhakara Singh.

successful oPeraTion 

ulfa-i cadre 
aPPrehended wiTh 
weaPons in assam 
TdG neTWORk 
CHArAiDeO 

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Jai Ram Thakur in-
augurated the Sports Centre 
of Pinegrove School in the 
Kasauli area of Solan district 
on Sunday. This complex has 
been constructed at a cost of 
Rs 18 crore. While address-
ing the students, teachers, 
and parents, the Chief Min-
ister appreciated the glori-
ous journey of the Pinegrove 
School. He suggested the 
management of the school 
to come up with a pictorial 
compilation in the form of a 
booklet based on the theme, 
‘Pinegrove: Tub aur Ab’, so 
that the people could be ap-
prised regarding the event-
ful developmental journey 
of the Pinegrove institution.

He said that starting from 
scratch, the school today has 
emerged as one of the pre-
mier co-educational institu-
tions not only in the region 
but also in the country.

Jai Ram Thakur said that 
working hard to make one’s 
dream come true could 
be learned from Capt. A.J. 
Singh as he not only strived 
hard to make his dream 
come true but set an exam-
ple that one can achieve what 
one dreams. He said that it 
was vital that the institution 
ensured the all-round devel-
opment of the students.

Jai Ram Thakur said that 
working hard to make one’s 
dream come true could 
be learned from Capt. A.J. 
Singh as he not only strived 
hard to make his dream 
come true but set an exam-
ple that one can achieve what 

one dreams. He said that it 
was vital that the institution 
ensured the all-round devel-
opment of the students.

While lauding the art of 
inspiring the students in 
Capt. A.J. Singh, the Chief 
Minister said that this qual-
ity of the captain was going 
a long way in motivating 
the students to give their 
best. He said that it was the 
dedication and commit-
ment of Capt. A.J. Singh that 
this premier institution had 
come up with world-class 
infrastructure in the state. 
He said that the sports com-
plex had three badminton 
courts, a basketball court, 
a 25-meter swimming pool, 
a shooting range, an indoor 
gym, a billiards court and 
other modern facilities. He 
said that this sports complex 
would provide world-class 
sporting facilities to the stu-
dents of the school.

Jai Ram Thakur said that 
hard work and determina-
tion always pay. He said that 
the children must set a goal 
for themselves and work 
hard to achieve the same. 
He said that the students 
were fortunate to be study-
ing in such an institution. He 
expressed hope that the in-
stitution would progress by 
leaps and bounds and prove 
a major asset to the state.

He also appreciated the co-
lourful cultural programme 
presented by the students of 
the school.

The Chief Minister also 
honoured the dedicated 
workers of the institution 
who had played a key role in 
the setting up of this sports 
centre.

infrasTrucTure 

solan geTs a new 
sPorTs cenTre 
TdG neTWORk 
SOlAN 

Vehicular movement on 
National Highway 707 was 
blocked after a landslide 
near Hevna temple in Hi-
machal Pradesh’s Sirmour, 
the State Emergency Op-
eration Centre informed.

However, the road has 
been restored after 7 hours 
and the movement for 
commuters has resumed. 
NH 707 is a 151-kilome-
tre-long route connecting 
Hatkoti in Himachal with 
Paonta Sahib via Uttara-
khand.

Earlier on 6 September, 
the Chandigarh-Manali 
h ighway (NH-3)  near 
Pandoh was closed for 
vehicular traffic due to a 
landslide, which occurred 
during ongoing work. An 
excavator was damaged 
due to big boulders.

On Friday, the India Me-
teorological Department 
in Shimla forecast heavy 
rain in Himachal Pradesh 
for the next 48 hours after 
the state witnessed heavy 

rainfall.
These heavy rains had re-

sulted in several damages 
including landslides, road-
blocks and flash floods in 
different parts of the state.

“Almost all places in the 
state have received rainfall, 
Kangra, Mandi, Bilaspur, 
Kullu, Sirmaur, and So-
lan districts have received 
rainfall during the past 24 
hours (on Thursday). The 
rain will increase from to-
morrow (Friday) afternoon 
in the state. The monsoon 
will be active for two to 
three days.

The monsoon will con-
tinue, and we are expecting 
the withdrawal of the mon-
soon by the end of Septem-
ber. The higher reaches of 
Lahaul-Spiti and Kinnaur 
have also increased. 

The temperature has also 
dropped in the region. The 
alert has been issued for 
the 24th and 25th of Sep-
tember in the districts of 
Shimla, Mandi, Kangra, 
and Sirmaur,” said the 
IMD forecast dated 23 Sep-
tember.

disruPTion 

Vehicular 
movement on 
NH in Himachal 
resumes 
TdG neTWORk 
SirMOur

Bandipora Police on Sunday 
attached the residential house 
of one person after it was 
proved that the said house 
was used for the purpose of 
terrorism, sheltering, and 
harbouring terrorists. 

The said house was linked 
to a case in which two hard-
core terrorists were neu-
tralised, who were involved 
in different terror crimes in 
Bandipora. The house was 
attached after obtaining legal 
sanction from the competent 
authorities. “Bandipora Po-
lice has attached the resi-
dential house of one person, 
namely Bashir Ahmad Mir 
S/o AbSattar Mir R/o Wan-
poraGurez A/p WatrinaBan-
dipora, after “obtaining legal 
sanction from the competent 
authorities “.The said house 
was linked to case FIR 

No.166/2021of PS Bandipora 
U/S 16,18,19,20,23,39UAPA, 
307IPC, 7/27 IA Act, dated 
28 September 2021, in which 
two hard-core terrorists 
were neutralised, who were 
involved in different terror 
crimes in Bandipora,” said a 
press release from the Kash-
mir Police.

The person whose house 
has been attached is identified 
as Bashir Ahmad Mir. The 
investigation proved beyond 
doubt that the said house was 
used for the purpose of ter-
rorism, sheltering, and har-
bouring terrorists, and that 
such a house was voluntarily 
and knowingly given by the 
members of the family.

Many attacks on civilians 
and protected persons were 
carried out, conspired, and 
planned by terrorists while 
using this house as a hideout.

Bandipora police request-
ed citizens once again not 

to harbour or give shelter to 
terrorists, failing which they 
will be liable to action under 
the law, including property 
attachment (movable or im-

movable) proceedings.
In the case of any forced or 

coercive entry by terrorists 
into any house or vehicle, the 
matter should be brought to 

the notice of the police imme-
diately, otherwise, proceed-
ings under the law will follow 
against such houses or other 
properties. 

acTion againsT Terror 

House linked to two terrorists neutralised in 
J&K Bandipora attached
ajay jandyal 
BANDiPOrA

The security forces foiled an infiltration 
attempt on the Line of Control (LoC) and 
neutralised two terrorists in the Kupwara 
district on Sunday morning.

According to the Ministry of Defence, the 
security forces had intelligence input of in-
filtration attempts by terrorists in Macchal 
Sector in Kupwara district.

Acting on the information, a joint opera-
tion was launched by the Indian Army and 
Jammu and Kashmir Police. The joint team 
ambushed and engaged with the terrorists 
crossing the LoC on Sunday morning. An 
exchange of fire started between the terror-

ists and security forces. Following this, two 
terrorists were neutralised and their arms 
and ammunition were recovered.

“Based on specific intelligence inputs re-
ceived from Jammu and Kashmir Police and 
other intelligence agencies of likely infiltra-
tion attempt in Macchal Sector, troops were 
put on high alert and joint ambushes of JKP 
and Army laid on likely routes of infiltra-
tion,” said the Ministry of Defence statement.

“At around 7.30 am on 25 September in pre-
vailing poor weather conditions, alert troops 
observed two armed infiltrators crossing the 
LoC near Tekri Nar, Macchal. Alert troops 
engaged the infiltrating terrorists. A firefight 
ensued, resulting in both terrorists getting 
neutralised,” added the statement.

infilTraTion bid foiled in J&K, Two 
TerrorisTs neuTralised 

TdG neTWORk 
SriNAgAr 

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday an-
nounced that the Chan-
digarh Airport is all set to 
be renamed after freedom 
fighter Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh. Soon after the an-
nouncement, Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Singh 
welcomed the decision and 
called it a dream come true.

In a statement, the Chief 
Minister said that the an-
nouncement  made by 
Prime Minister of India 
Narendra Modi regarding 
the renaming of the airport 
in the name of the legend-
ary martyr in the ‘Mann Ki 
Baat’ has filled the entire 
country with joy. Calling it 
a dream come true for him 
and every Punjabi, Mann 
stated that he held a detailed 
meeting with the Haryana 
Deputy Chief Minister, Du-

shyant Chautala, to form a 
consensus on naming the 
airport in the name of the 
iconic martyr. 

Subsequently, the Chief 
Minister expressed that he 
had personally written a 
letter to the Government of 
India to name the airport 
after Shaheed Bhagat Singh 
ahead of the birth anniver-
sary of Shaheed-E-Azam, i.e 
28th September. He further 
said that the announcement 
made by the Prime Minister is 
a result of these endeavours, 
adding that it is a real tribute 
to the young martyr.

The Chief Minister reiter-
ated his government’s com-
mitment to honouring the 
dreams of Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh, who gave his life on 
the altar of the motherland 
during the fight against 
Britishers. “Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh had made the supreme 
sacrifice to emancipate the 
country from the clutches of 

foreign imperialism. The state 
government is duty-bound to 
carve out a progressive and 
prosperous Punjab for the 
welfare of every section of 
society, as envisioned by the 
legendary martyr,” Mann 
added.

He further claimed that the 
previous government in the 
state hadn’t been able to take 
consent and change the name 
of the airport and thanked 
PM for accepting the decision.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said that Chandigarh 
airport will now be named

after Shaheed Bhagat Singh 
as a tribute to the great free-
dom fighter.

“As a tribute to the great 
freedom fighter, it has been 
decided that the

Chandigarh Airport will 
now be named after Shaheed 
Bhagat Singh”, said

PM Modi in the 93rd epi-
sode of his monthly Mann ki 
Baat address. 

TribuTe 

chandigarh airPorT To be 
renamed afTer bhagaT singh
TaRuni Gandhi 
CHANDigArH

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann and Haryana Deputy Chief Minister Dushyant Chautala.
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top of the day

President 
to visit 
KarnataKa for 
two days 
NEW DELHI: President 
Droupadi Murmu is 
scheduled to visit Kar-
nataka from September 
26 to 28. This will be her 
first visit to any state as 
the President of India. 
On September 26, the 
President will inaugu-
rate the Mysuru Dasara 
Festival at Chamundi 
Hills, Mysuru. On the 
same day, she will 
attend the felicita-
tion function ‘Poura 
Sanmana’ organized 
by the Hubli-Dharwad 
Municipal Corporation 
at Hubali. She will also 
inaugurate the new 
campus of the Indian 
Institute of Information 
Technology Dharwad at 
Dharwad.

s M Krishna 
suffers 
resPiratory 
infection
BENGALURU: For-
mer Karnataka Chief 
Minister S M Krishna 
was admitted to 
Manipal Hospital in 
Bengaluru on Saturday 
after he suffered an 
acute respiratory tract 
infection, informed 
hospital authorities. The 
former CM is currently 
under the supervision 
of Dr Satyanarayana 
Mysore, the Head of 
the Department (HOD) 
of Pulmonology and 
Dr Sunil Karanth HOD 
Intensive care, and a 
broad speciality medical 
team. According to the 
hospital’s information, 
Krishna is on minimal 
respiratory support and 
has a “cheerful frame of 
mind”. 

two children 
die after 
Massive fire 
breaKs out 
TIRUPATI: Two children 
succumbed to their inju-
ries after a massive fire 
broke out in the newly 
constructed Karthikeya 
Hospital in Renigunta 
in Andhra Pradesh’s 
Tirupati early on Sunday 
morning, said the police.
The deceased children 
have been identified as 
Siddhartha Reddy (12) 
and Kartika (6), as per 
the police. Meanwhile, 
the parents of the 
deceased children Dr 
Ravi Shankar Reddy and 
Dr Anantalakshmi, are 
safe. According to the 
fire officials, the incident 
happened due to an 
electrical short circuit.
Police and firefighters 
have reached the spot 
and are trying to douse 
the fire. Rescue opera-
tions for the remaining 
three inside are under-
way, informed the police. 

tn to hold 
Mega covid 
vaccination 
drive
CHENNAI: Tamil 
Nadu Government will 
organize the 38th mega 
Covid vaccination camp 
on Sunday.
The mega drive which 
will commence from 
7 am in the morning 
will last till 7 pm in 
the evening. A total of 
50,000 camps will be set 
up where people can get 
inoculated. 

Nineteen persons who van-
dalised properties during 
the protest against the NIA’s 
raids on houses of the PFI 
leaders are arrested and 
sent to remand, informed the 
Tamil Nadu Director General 
of Police C Sylendrababu on 
Sunday. 

“Nineteen persons who 
vandalised properties are 

arrested and sent to remand. 
Few from specific organiza-
tions hurled petrol bombs on 
a few organization function-
aries’ residences and cars,” 
Tamil Nadu DGP told ANI. 
“Those who involve in crimi-
nal acts which disturb public 
peace will be booked under 
the National Security Act,” 
warned Tamil Nadu DGP. 

“Criminal cases have been 
registered on this and in-

vestigations to nab the anti-
social elements are going 
on. Special teams have been 
formed to nab them. So far, 
250 suspects have been inves-
tigated on this matter. Over 
100 suspects are still under 
investigation,” he added.  
Condemning this arrest, PFI 
demonstrated protest and 
1,410 persons were arrested 
during the protest and later 
were released. A few persons 

who threw petrol bombs at 
the house of PFI leaders were 
arrested. The investigation is 
underway while their two-
wheelers were seized. 

RAF, State Commando, and 
Special Force are stationed at 
Coimbatore. Over 3,500 po-
lice personnel are providing 
security at Coimbatore”.

Post the NIA raid, multiple 
petrol bombs were hurled at 
the house of RSS members. 

A day after ‘Pakistan Zind-
abad’ slogans were allegedly 
raised during a Popular 
Front of India (PFI) protest 
in Pune, Shiv Sena leader 
and former Maharashtra 
minister Aaditya Thackeray 
attacked the state govern-
ment and said there is a ma-
jor law and order failure in 
Maharashtra.

“The government must 
come down swiftly and 
hard on those who indulged 
in pro-Pak slogans. The fact 
that someone dared to do 
so, and is yet roaming free, 
means this is a major law and 
order failure in Maharash-
tra,” Thackeray told media 
persons. ‘Pakistan Zindabad’ 
slogans were heard outside 
the District Collector’s office 
on Friday in Pune city where 
PFI cadres gathered against 

the recent ED-CBI-Police 
raids across 15 states.

Some protestors were de-
tained by Pune police and a 
case registered of unlawful 
assembly against protestors. 
Police also arrested some 
protestors. “Case registered 
under sections of rioting 
and for blocking the roads at 
Bund Garden police station. 
Probe underway pertaining 
to videos that went viral. 
Stringent action to be taken 
against culprits,” said Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police, 
Zone II, Pune Sagar Patil.

Earlier, Pune Police had 
said they will probe and 
verify the videos and action 
will be taken accordingly.

“We have received some 
videos, we will investigate 
and verify them completely 
and take action accordingly,” 
the DCP had said.

Reacting to the sloganeer-
ing incident, Maharashtra 

Deputy Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis, who is also 
the state Home Minister said 
stringent action will be tak-
en. “We will take stringent 
action against any person 
raising Pakistan Zindabad 
slogans in Maharashtra,” 
Fadnavis said.

BJP MLA Nitesh Rane took 
to Twitter and warned those 
raising such slogans. He also 
sought a ban on PFI.

Joint teams of the National 
Investigation Agency, En-
forcement Directorate and 
police had conducted mul-
tiple raids across 15 states of 
the country against PFI on 
September 22 and arrested 
over 106 members.

The largest-ever crack-
down that was conducted 
against the PFI members 
spread across 15 states was 
code-named “Operation 
Octopus”, sources said on 
Saturday.

in taMil nadu 

india vs australia Match

Munugode by-election

unlawful asseMbly

19 held for vandalizing 
properties during PFI protest

criMe branch arrests one froM bengaluru for cricKet betting

bJP claiMs 
trs not in 
Position 
to field 
candidate 

BENGALuRu: Central Crime Branch 
(CCB) has arrested a 35-year-old man 
for alleged betting on India vs Australia 
final T20 match to be played on Sunday, 
police said. Raghavendra was arrested 
from Deepanjali Nagar, Bengaluru by a 
team of CCB for allegedly betting on the 
decider India vs Australia T20 match to 

be played in Hyderabad. According to 
police, 3.06 lakhs of cash and a mobile 
phone were seized from the accused 
possession. The third T20I stadium 
between India and Australia will take 
place in Rajiv Gandhi International 
Stadium, Hyderabad on 25 September. 
Earlier, on Thursday, four people got 

injured after a stampede broke out at 
Gymkhana grounds following a stam-
pede which happened after a massive 
amount of cricket fans gathered to pur-
chase tickets for the third T20I match 
between India and Australia. A huge 
crowd had come to the Gymkhana 
grounds to purchase tickets. 

aaditya thacKeray attacKs shinde 
govt over Pro-PaKistan slogans

TDG NeTwork 
CHENNAI

TDG NeTwork
HyDERABAD 

TDG NeTwork
MUMBAI  

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leader Vivek Venkat Swamy 
on Sunday said that Telanga-
na Rashtriya Samithi (TRS) 
is in “terrible shape” and 
not in a position to declare a 
candidate for Munugode by-
election.

He exuded confidence that 
the BJP would win with a 
thumping majority of more 
than 50,000 votes in the 
upcoming elections. The 
BJP held a steering commit-
tee meeting on Munugode 
by-elections. The people of 
Munugode expect BJP to 
win a thumping majority 
of more than fifty thousand 
votes in the upcoming elec-
tions, said the Chairman of 
the BJP steering committee 
for the Munugodu election.

Ex-MP Swamy said, “We 
have discussed in detail the 
state of Munugodu today. 
The people of Munugodu are 
all in support of the BJP as 
they are fed up with the poor 
rule of the TRS government. 
KCR is just trying to mislead 
the public by announcing 
unfulfilled promises.”

“The TRS party is in a ter-
rible state. They couldn’t 
even decide on their election 
candidate. Munugodu will 
be a one-sided election in the 
future,” he added.

Earlier on Thursday, BJP 
Telangana chief Bandi San-
jay expressed his party’s 
willingness to fight Chief 
Minister K Chandrashekar 
Rao in the upcoming Munu-
gode polls, by terming the 
BJP as “the sons and force of 
saffron”.

“We will fight CM KCR 
and are ready to show our 
strength. We are the sons 
of saffron and the force of 
saffron. If you ‘Kasim Chan-
drashekar Rizvi’ want to 
bring MIM (All India Maj-
lis-E-Ittehadul Muslimeen) 
party, please bring them, de-
cide a place and time, we are 
ready to show our strength,” 
Bandi Sanjay had said while 
addressing a public meet-
ing at the conclusion of his 
fourth-phase of Praja San-
grama Yatra at Pedda Am-
berpet on the outskirts of 
Hyderabad)

In his address, Sanjay had 
said that the by-election to 
the Munugode assembly seat 
is going to spell doom for the 
Telangana Rashtra Samithi 
(TRS) government and said, 
“KCR’s game is up and his 
shop is going to be wound 
up soon.”
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With top leaders from Bihar, Nitish Kumar and Lalu 
Prasad Yadav calling on Congress interim president 
Sonia Gandhi, days before she is set to relinquish 
her post, speculation has begun in political circles 
regarding their visit. It is well known by now that Ni-
tish Kumar could be the possible face of a proposed 
Federal Front before the 2024 Parliamentary polls 
and has made it clear that he shall be contesting for 
Lok Sabha, leaving the State for Tejasvi Yadav, his 
deputy. This assurance has led to a patch up between 
Lalu and Nitish, who had virtually started their po-
litical journey together, way back in the 1970s when 
the J.P.Movement was gaining momentum. It is evi-
dent that they realise that since the Gandhis were 
not contesting the Congress organisational elections, 
they have excluded themselves from the leadership 
role of a united front against the BJP. The new Con-
gress president, would be no position to lead the 
Opposition formation, since he would have to on 
one hand, save his position, and on the other ensure 
that the party does well in the big battle. Sonia was 
the UPA Chairperson and oversaw the working of 
the Manmohan Singh government. However, with 
her failing health, she has decided to take the back 
seat for a while and all decisions on her behalf, even 
when announced by her, are taken by Rahul Gan-
dhi. With the Congress in no position to do hard 
bargaining, it is unlikely that it shall be leading the 
proposed front. This is in contrast to 2003 where at 
the Shimla Conclave, Sonia had given a call to other 
opposition parties to join hands with the Congress 
to oppose the NDA government led by Atal Behari 
Vajpayee. At that point of time, she was assisted by a 
number of Congress leaders, most notably, Pranab 
Mukherjee, Arjun Singh and Makhan Lal Fotedar. 
At present, the Congress does not have many leaders 
in the advisory capacity, who have the gravitas, and 
therefore, most of the decisions seem to be taken in a 
hurry without much application. Rahul’s team, does 
not command the same respect as the Sonia’s team 
of 2003. It is significant to recall that when Sonia 
Gandhi decided not to become the Prime Minister 
in 2004 after the defeat of the NDA government, 
Lalu Prasad Yadav, sent a message that the leader 
of the UPA would be chosen by all the constituents. 
However, Fotedar stepped in and made it known to 
the former Bihar CM that since the Congress was 
the largest party, it is Congress alone which shall 
decide on who the leader of the UPA should be as 
also the next Prime Minister. Nitish and Lalu in the 
present context believe that the credentials of those 
who are outside the Congress fold to take the lead, 
were stronger. Although West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter, Mamata Banerjee and Maharashtra strongman, 
Sharad Pawar are expected to play a stellar role in 
Opposition politics, Nitish is looking like the front 
runner at this juncture. It is another matter that 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi continues to go from 
strength to strength and there is no big challenge to 
his position. The Sonia, Nitish-Lalu meeting should 
be apparently viewed as an exploratory exercise to 
assess each other’s mind as also the emerging situ-
ation. A lot more developments are expected in the 
future, especially after the Congress completes its 
organisational elections. 

— Pankaj Vohra

perspective
Long way to go 

OppOsitiOn attempts fOr 
a federal frOnt tO face 
BJp in 2024 cOntinue

Pradhan Mantri Jan-
Dhan Yojana (PM-
JDY) was launched 

on 28 August 2014, with 
the motive of ‘Banking the 
Unbanked’, with 179 million 
accounts being opened in 
the first year itself. PMJDY’s 
objective has been to ensure 
accessibility to various fi-
nancial services like avail-
ability of basic savings bank 
account, need based credit, 
remittance facility, insur-
ance, micro-credit and pen-
sion to excluded sections, 
that is, weaker sections and 
low income groups. PMJDY 
accounts hit 462.5 million, 
as in, 46.25 crore accounts 
in the last eight years, with 
deposits hitting a solid Rs 
1.73 lakh crore. Operative 
accounts as a percentage of 
the total, stood at a healthy 
81.2% in August 2022. Av-
erage deposits, per Jan Dhan 
account, rose to Rs 3761 in 
August 2022, from Rs 3398 
a year ago. The average de-
posit per account is up over 
2.9 times from Rs 1279 in 
August 2015.The increase 
in average deposit is an in-

dication of increased usage 
of accounts. PMJDY has ex-
panded its coverage to 67% 
of the rural and semi-urban 
areas and has over 56% 
women account holders, in 
a remarkable example of not 
only being the world’s largest 
financial inclusion scheme, 
but also being gender sensi-
tive. About 80 million PM-
JDY account holders receive 
direct benefit transfer (DBT) 
from the Modi government. 

Digital transactions have 
seen an increase with 319.4 
million RuPay debit cards 
being issued under PMJDY, 
installation of point of sale 
(PoS) machines and intro-
duction of UPI, taking total 
such transactions to 71.95 
billion in FY22 from 9.78 
billion in FY17.Total RuPay 
card transactions at PoS and 
e-commerce have increased 
from 282.8 million in FY17 to 
1.51 billion in FY22.

The centre now plans to 
cover PMJDY account hold-
ers under its flagship insur-
ance schemes, PM Jeevan 
Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY) 
and PM Suraksha Bima Yo-
jana (PMSBY) and improve 
access for them, to micro-
credit and micro investment 
plans such as flexi-recurring 
deposits.

PMJDY is a national mis-
sion on financial inclusion. 
In addition, the beneficiaries 
get RuPay Debit card, having 
in built accident insurance 
cover of Rs 2 lakh. Tech-
nological issues like poor 
connectivity and glitches in 

on-line transactions have 
been effectively addressed 
in mobile transactions in 
the last seven years. In fact, 
technology has been used 
befittingly as a big enabler, 
something that never hap-
pened meaningfully, prior 
to 2014, under successively 
incompetent Congress re-
gimes. 

Former PM Rajiv Gandhi 
had said that in India from 
the 1980s, out of 100 paise 
of benefits, only 15 paise 
reached the true beneficiary. 
The remaining 85 paise was 
gobbled up by middlemen 
and sarkaari babus. Thanks 
to PM Modi’s Digital India, 
100% of all benefits reach 
the beneficiary through 
DBT. Coming back to Jan 
Dhan, more than 1.46 lakh 
‘Bank Mitras’, became a 
part of PMJDY, to ensure it 
reached India’s remotest and 
the poorest. Under PM Garib 
Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY), a 
sum of over Rs 30,945 crore 
was credited into accounts 
of women PMJDY account 
holders during the Covid 
lockdown. 

“Banking the Unbanked” 
pertains to opening of ba-
sic savings bank deposit 
(BSBD) accounts with min-
imal paperwork, relaxed 
KYC, e-KYC, account open-
ing in camp mode, zero bal-
ance & zero charges. “Secur-
ing the Unsecured” pertains 
to issuance of indigenous 
debit cards for cash with-
drawals and payments at 
merchant locations. “Fund-
ing the Unfunded” pertains 
to other financial products 
like micro-insurance, over-
draft for consumption, 
micro-pension and micro-
credit. Jan Dhan accounts 
are online accounts in the 
core banking system of 
banks, in place of the earlier 
method of offline accounts. 
Interoperability through 
RuPay debit card or Aad-

haar enabled Payment Sys-
tem (AePS), have been force 
multipliers.

The Modi government de-
cided to extend the compre-
hensive PMJDY program 
beyond 2018, with some 
modifications. Focus shifted 
from ‘Every Household’, to 
‘Every Unbanked Adult’. 
Free accidental insurance 
cover on RuPay cards was 
increased from Rs. 1 lakh 
to Rs 2 lakh for PMJDY ac-
counts opened after 28 Au-
gust 2018.The scheme also 
provides Rs 2 lakh for acci-
dental death and full disabil-
ity, and Rs 1 lakh for partial 
disability, for a premium 
of just Rs. 12 per annum. 
Enhancement in overdraft 
(OD) facilities was enabled, 
with OD limit doubled from 
Rs 5000 to Rs 10,000 and 
with OD upto Rs 2000, 
given without conditions. 
The upper age limit for OD 
was also raised from 60 to 

65 years.
PMJDY has been the foun-

dation stone for people-
centric economic initiatives. 
Whether it is direct benefit 
transfers, Covid-19 related 
financial assistance, PM-
KISAN, increased wages 
under MGNREGA, life and 
health insurance cover, the 
first step of all these initia-
tives is to provide every adult 
with a bank account, which 
PMJDY has been doing on a 
war footing. One in two bank 
accounts opened between 
March 2014 and March 
2022, was a PMJDY account. 
Within 10 days of nation-
wide lockdown, more than 
20 crore women PMJDY 
accounts were credited with 
ex-gratia. PMJDY provides 
an avenue to the poor for 
bringing their savings into 
the formal financial system, 
an avenue to remit money to 
their families in villages be-
sides taking them out of the 

clutches of the infamous, 
usurious money lenders. 
PMJDY has brought the 
unbanked into the banking 
system, expanded the finan-
cial architecture of India and 
brought financial inclusion 
to almost every adult. In to-
day’s post Covid-19 times, we 
have witnessed the remark-
able swiftness and seam-
lessness with which direct 
benefit transfer (DBTs) have 
empowered and provided 
financial security to the vul-
nerable sections of society. 

Financial Inclusion is a na-
tional priority of the Modi 
government, as it is an en-
abler for holistic growth. 
The journey of PMJDY led 
interventions undertaken 
over a short span of 8 years 
have in effect, produced both 
transformational as well as 
directional change, thereby 
making the emerging finan-
cial ecosystem, capable of 
delivering financial services 
to the last person of the so-
ciety and the poorest of the 
poor. The underlying pillars 
of PMJDY, namely, ‘Banking 
the Unbanked’, ‘Securing the 
Unsecured’ and ‘Funding 
the Unfunded’, have made 
it possible to adopt a multi-
stakeholders’ collaborative 
approach, while leveraging 
technology for serving the 
unserved and underserved 
areas as well. No govern-
ment in post Independent 
India has embraced wel-
farism, within the larger 
framework of a capitalist 
order, as seamlessly as the 
Modi government and that 
speaks volumes about PM 
Narendra Modi’s commit-
ment to a socio-economic 
order that encourages all the 
three--egalitarianism, free 
markets and competition.

 
Sanju Verma is an Economist, 
National Spokesperson of the 
BJP and the Bestselling Author 
of ‘The Modi Gambit’.

Jan Dhan and inclusivity: 
The Modi way

ecOnOmic priOrity 
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Financial inclusion is a national priority of the Modi 
government, as it is an enabler for holistic growth.

Digital transactions have seen an increase 
with 319.4 million RuPay debit cards being 
issued under PMJDY, installation of point 
of sale (PoS) machines and introduction 
of UPI, taking total such transactions to 
71.95 billion in FY22 from 9.78 billion 
in FY17.Total RuPay card transactions 
at PoS and e-commerce have increased 
from 282.8 million in FY17 to 1.51 billion 
in FY22. The centre now plans to cover 
PMJDY account holders under its flagship 
insurance schemes, PM Jeevan Jyoti Bima 
Yojana (PMJJBY) and PM Suraksha Bima 
Yojana (PMSBY) and improve access for 
them, to micro-credit and micro investment 
plans such as flexi-recurring deposits.

new wOrld reality 

Many things were said by 
Foreign Minister Jaishankar 
in his address to the General 
Assembly on 24 Septem-
ber, but what stood out as 
noteworthy was his focus 
on the urgency of UN re-
form, describing the current 
structure as ‘anachronistic 
and ineffective’ and how 
it was being increasingly 
perceived as ‘denying en-
tire continents and regions 
a voice.’

Many people have ex-
pressed disappointment 
with the United Nations in 
the context of the Ukraini-
an conflict. Dissatisfaction 
has been expressed on two 
counts. On the one hand 
the complaint has been 
made that the organisation 
itself has shown itself to 

be incapable of handling a 
real global crisis. Especially 
since this particular crisis is 
not an ordinary one, since 
Russia, possesses nuclear 
weapons in the thousands 
– and President Putin has 
recently hinted darkly at the 
possibility that he may use 
them. 

The second complaint 
doesn’t target the organisa-
tion itself as much as it tar-
gets its current leader, the 
Secretary General of the 
United Nations, Antonio 
Guterres. In a recent article 
in Foreign Policy Harvard 
Professor Stephen Walt 
wished for every world 
leader to have the following 
observation prominently 
displayed on his work desk: 
‘It’s much easier to start a 
war than to end it.’ It has 
been separately argued 
that Guterres did not do 
enough to prevent the war 
in Ukraine.

It is argued that the Secre-
tary General did not prop-
erly heed advice given to 
him by Western nations in 
January this year before the 
Russian attack commenced 

on 24 February 2022. Satel-
lite imagery clearly showed 
a troop build-up by the Rus-
sians near the Ukrainian 
border. According to Amer-
ican intelligence and advice 
tendered there was a clear 
possibility of the Russians 
invading and Mr Guterres 
should therefore have taken 
preventive action.  What 
kind of preventive action? 

At a minimum, have a face-
to-face talk with the leaders 
of both nations, especially 
Putin. It is further argued 
that it wasn’t even necessary 
for Guterres to make a spe-
cial trip to Moscow for this 
purpose. He was, anyhow, 
going to attend the inaugu-
ration ceremony of the Win-
ter Olympics taking place in 
Beijing, which Putin would 
also be attending, (together 
with the Chinese premier 
Xi). He could have tried to 
use that opportunity to have 
a short but effective engage-
ment with Putin.

Guterres confessed later 
that, like many others at 
the time, he never really 
believed that Russia would 
invade Ukraine. As a matter 

of fact, he had made a public 
announcement to that effect 
just three weeks before the 
invasion happened.

In his defence, it can be 
said that at the end of the 
day we are all human, and  
Guterres was by no means 
alone in concluding that the 
Russians were actually bluff-
ing and would never really 
invade. Critics of Guterres 
do not accept this line of 
defence arguing that the job 

of the Secretary General of 
the United Nations is a job 
different from all others 
and requires the head of the 
UN to be on the ball all the 
time. The Secretary General 
needs to be super-alert and 
super-active all the time, 
simply because the stakes 
can be so very high. Once 
the invasion of Ukraine took 
place, it became all the more 
difficult to end the war. 

Anyhow what’s done is 

done and cannot be undone. 
After all, even had the UN 
Secretary General been 
more alert and savvier than 
he was, he may not have 
been able to prevent the 
invasion. Critics of the UN 
Secretary General perhaps 
do not have an appreciation 
of the structural limitations 
under which the Secretary 
General operates, which 
brings us to the second criti-
cism which is that the UN 
has failed as an institution.  

There are some of us who 
argue that the organisation 
itself should be disbanded. 
Clearly an overreaction and 
an extremely foolish idea, 
it is tantamount to throw-
ing the baby out with the 
bathwater. Let us not forget 
that the UN and Guterres 
are even now playing an 
important, perhaps indis-
pensable role in the con-
flict. In the early days of the 
conflict, on 28 April 2022, 
when Guterres visited Kiev, 
he spoke in an interview on 
how he had seen airports, 
roads and schools all lie in 
ruins due to Russia’s inva-
sion. Large populations 

were without water or elec-
tricity. The Secretary Gen-
eral also spoke then on how 
together with its humani-
tarian partners the UN was 
working to ensure safe pas-
sage from besieged areas, 
and to provide aid where 
security permitted, allow-
ing around 600,000 people 
to receive some form of aid. 
That humanitarian effort 
continues. 

If the UN did not exist, 
we would anyhow need 
an organisation much like 
it. What makes far greater 
sense is to try and reform 
the United Nations so that it 
has the power to construc-
tively intervene in such 
volatile, dangerous situa-
tions. As Prime Minister 
Modi suggested recently, a 
view echoed by President 
Macron, this is not the era 
of war, and there should 
therefore be an immediate 
cessation of hostilities and 
serious negotiations based 
on the principles of the UN 
Charter and International 
Law. As things stand, how-
ever, the UN Charter does 
not envisage a credible ac-

tion plan in the event a UN 
Security Council member, 
in this case Russia, itself be-
comes an aggressor. 

Who will bell the cat? The 
Council will never reform 
itself, without pressure be-
ing brought to bear upon 
it. The call for reform can 
only come from the larger 
community of nations. His-
tory has time and time again 
shown how the demon-
stration of public will and 
determination can unseat 
monarchs and dictators 
who might appear, from 
the outside, to be too well 
entrenched to topple. We, 
the people of the world, can-
not sit and watch while the 
UN Security Council starts 
to increasingly resemble an 
oligarchic club that refuses 
to open its doors to other 
important actors, for all of 
us have a stake in the sur-
vival of the planet. 

Rajesh Talwar is an author 
of 34 books across multiple 
genres. He has worked for the 
United Nations for over two de-
cades across three continents in 
numerous countries.
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JaisHanKar’s speecH, uKrainian cOnflict and un refOrm
It is argued that the Secretary General did not 
properly heed advice given to him by Western 
nations in January this year before the Russian 
attack commenced on 24 February 2022. 
Satellite imagery clearly showed a troop build-
up by the Russians near the Ukrainian border. 
According to American intelligence and 
advice tendered there was a clear possibility 
of the Russians invading and Mr Guterres 
should therefore have taken preventive 
action.  What kind of preventive action? 
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Hijab controversy 
took grounds in 
Karnataka after the 

Udupi College issued guide-
lines for the academic year in 
July 2021 prescribing a uni-
form dress code.

In September six students 
(who later became the lead 
petitioners in the Karnataka 
High Court) complained of 
discrimination by teachers 
against them on religious 
grounds. By December, 
their complaint had taken 
the form of protest that 
drew intervention of entire 
country. The very Primary 
and important issue under 
consideration of Supreme 
Court is whether Hijab is a 
fundamental right or mere a 
religious practice.

As of now, a settle law po-
sition says that even though 
right to religion is covered 
under Art. 25 of the consti-
tution and art 19- Right to 
Speech  and 21- Personal 
Liberty of the constitution 
but can it be excluded or 
included in under ‘Reason-
able Restriction’ of the fun-
damental rights. However, 
to consider any religious 
practice under Art 25 of the 
Constitution must fall within 

the ambit of ‘Essential Reli-
gious Practice”.

Before we get into the issue 
lets see what the Holy Quran 
Say on Hijab- 

How does tHe 
Quran address tHe 
issue of Hijab-
Term Hijab is reiterated 
seven times in the Quran 
referring each time exactly 
to the same means Curtain, 
Separation, mask but the 
verse that has been most 
often used to prove the obli-
gation of veiling for women 
and mentions the term Hijab 
is as under-

“ O you who have been 
believed, do not enter the 
houses of the prophet except 
when you are permitted to 
meal…. And when you ask 
(his wives) for something, 
ask then from behind a sepa-
ration (Hijab) Quran 33;53. 

As it indicates here, the Hi-
jab concerns only the wives 
of the prophet and meets a 
circumstantial requirement 
in order to respect the pri-
vate life of Prophet. Besides, 
it does not represent, in any-
way, a particular model of 
clothing.

It is therefore, quite clear 
that the term Hijab does not 
absolutely refer to the mean-
ing given nowadays. Hence it 
could be ascertain that Hijab 
is not an essential in Islam.  

is Hijab essentiaL 
in isLaM?
Before considering the is-
sue, it is pertinent to know 
whether Hijab fall under es-
sential right in Islam or not?

Many Islam Scholar would 

say that Head Cover is man-
date in Quran however while 
answering the same Karna-
taka High Court referring in-
gredients of Article 25 of the 
constitution concludes that 
Hijab is not essential part of 
Islam. Art 25 of the Constitu-
tion guarantees a person the 
freedom of conscience and 
the right to freely profess, 
practice, and propagate her 
religion. But this fundamen-
tal right is subject to public 
order, morality and health. 
This is not an absolute right.

uniforM Vs funda-
MentaL riGHt-
School Uniforms are form of 
secular democracy, it dem-
onstrate secular and homo-
geneous in the Schools and 

colleges therefore achieves 
constitutional secularism. 
Therefore Fundamental 
rights cannot be claimed 
against School Uniforms. 
Therefore, The Karnataka 
High Court ruled, “We are of 
the considered opinion that 
the prescription of the school 
uniform is only a reasonable 
restriction constitutionally 
permissible, which the stu-
dents cannot object to.”

judiciaL reView 
- essentiaL reLi-
Gious Practice
The hon’ble Supreme Court 
and High Courts have ample 
time interpreted the law 
regarding religious beliefs 
and practice of religion, 
however, every time the 

courts might have opined 
in different way but all the 
opinions are based on same 
foundation called “ Essen-
tial Religious Practice The 
Hon’ble Supreme Court first 
discussed the concept of ‘Es-
sential Religious Practice’ 
in the case of Commissioner, 
Hindu Religious Endowments, 
Madras v. Shri Lakshmidar 
Thirtha Swamiyar of Shri 
Shirur Mutt AIR 1954 SC 
282. In the said case, the Su-
preme Court distinguished 
‘secular practices’ from ‘re-
ligious practices’ and held 
that the latter alone is pro-
tected by article 25 of the 
Constitution. The ‘religious 
practice’ must be essential to 
the religion itself.

The Supreme Court fur-

ther elaborated that the 
Essential part of a religion 
means the core beliefs upon 
which a religion is founded. 
Essential practice, in a reli-
gion, means those practices 
that are fundamental. It is on 
these essential practices that 
the superstructure of the 
religion is built on without 
which any religion will be 
no religion. The test to deter-
mine whether a part or prac-
tice is essential to a religion 
is to find out whether the 
nature of the religion will be 
changed without that prac-
tice. If the taking away of that 
part or practice could result 
in a fundamental change in 
the character of that religion 
or in its belief, then such part 
could be treated as an essen-

tial or integral part.
In order to understand 

whether the practice of 
wearing a Hijab satisfies the 
test of Essential Religious 
Practice, it is important to 
further study the judicial 
developments in this regard.

In the case of Javed and Ors. 
v/s State of Haryana and Ors. 
(2003) 8 SCC 369, a challenge 
was laid to the Haryana Pan-
chayati Raj Act disqualifying 
anyone with more than 2 
living children from hold-
ing specified offices in the 
Panchayat. The Petitioner, a 
Muslim by faith, submitted, 
amongst other grounds, that 
his personal laws permitted 
him performance of mar-
riages with up to 4 women 
for the purpose of procreat-
ing children and restriction 
thereof would violate Art 25 
of the Constitution of India. 
The Hon’ble Supreme Court 
held that such a protection 
can be claimed only if the 
same forms an Essential Re-
ligious Practice. The Hon’ble 
Court further held that what 
is permitted or prohibited 
does not become a positive 
tenet of a religion and that 
a practice does not acquire 
sanction simply because it 
is permitted. The Hon’ble 
Court concluded by holding 
that the same can be regulat-
ed or prohibited by Legisla-
tion in the interest of public 
order, morality, and health.

In the case of Khursheed 
Ahmed Khan v/s State of 
UP and Ors. (2015) 8 SCC 
439 the Supreme Court af-
firmed the principle pro-
pounded in the Javed Ali 
case (supra.). In the instant 

case, the Petitioner chal-
lenged the UP Government 
Servants’ Service Conduct 
Rules, 1956 that provided 
for removal of government 
servants for proven miscon-
duct of contracting another 
marriage during the subsis-
tence of an already existing 
one. The challenge to the rule 
by the Petitioner was that it 
was permissible for Muslims 
to enter into marriage with 4 
women and as such the said 
service rules violated his 
Fundamental Rights under 
Article 25 of the Constitution 
of India. The Hon’ble Su-
preme Court while referring 
to a plethora of judgements 
including the Javed Case (su-
pra.), negatived the plea and 
held that Art 25 was subject 
to public order, morality, and 
health and further went on 
to hold that polygamy was 
not an integral part of the re-
ligion and monogamy was a 
reform within the powers of 
the State under Art 25 of the 
Constitution of India. Hold-
ing so, the Hon’ble Court 
dismissed the Petition and 
upheld the service rule

To conclude with the issue 
of Hijab will have to undergo 
the test of ‘Essential Practice 
of Religion’. And in such case 
I feel the issue has very little 
chances of recognizing Hijab 
as ‘Essential religious Prac-
tice’ and if the petitioners 
fail to convince the court,  it 
would then, remain as reli-
gious practice but not essen-
tial religious practice.

(Author is columnist and prac-
ticing advocate at Bombay High 
Court)

Hijab–FigHt For rigHts or religion..?

senior advocate 
Mukul roHatgi 
declines to be tHe 
next attorney 
general For india

Supreme Court: No Bar To Withdraw 
Admitted CIRP Application Before 
Constitution Of Committee Of Creditors-IBC

CESTAT: Registration Of Premises Not A Necessary Prerequisite 
For Claiming A Refund Under Cenvat Credit Rules, 2004
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The Senior Advocate Mukul Rohatgi has declined to be the 
next Attorney General for India. The offer made by the Cen-
tral Government in that regard is turned out by him.

On September 30, the term of the incumbent Attorney Gen-
eral for India KK Venugopal is ending. However, there were 
reports that Rohatgi was going to take the AG’s mantle after 
Venugopal.

In June 2017, Rohatgi had earlier resigned as the Attorney 
Genera after serving for three years. Venugopal was appoint-
ed as the AG for a term of three years after Rohatgi and he was 
given one year extension each in 2020 and 2021. This year on 
June 29, AG Venugopal’s term was extended by three more 
months by the Union Government. Thus, there were reports 
that Venugopal had requested the Government to not further 
extend his tenure citing health problems, and the Govern-
ment requested him to continue for three more months.

adV. ManjunatH  
s. KaKKaLaMeLi

tdG networK
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The Supreme Court in the case 
Ashok G. Rajani vs Beacon Trust-
eeship Ltd. Observed and stated 
that there is no bar to withdrawal 
of an admitted CIRP application 
before constitution of Committee 
of Creditors.

The bench comprising of Justice 
Indira Banerjee and JK Mahesh-
wari observed and has stated that 
the settlement cannot be stifled 
before the constitution of the Com-
mittee of Creditors in anticipa-
tion of claims from third persons, 
against the Corporate Debtor.

It was observed by the court 
while dismissing the appeal against 
NCLAT order which gave the par-
ties the opportunity to settle their 
disputes before the Adjudicating 

Authority (NCLT) in terms of Sec-
tion 12A of the IBC reading with 
Rule 11 of the National Company 
Law Tribunal Rules, 2016 (NCLT 
Rules).

Further, the bench noted that 
Section 12A of the IBC enables the 
Adjudicating Authority to allow 
the withdrawal of an application 
admitted under Section 7 or Section 
9 or Section 10, on an application 
made by the applicant with the ap-
proval of 90% voting shares of the 
Committee of Creditors in such a 
manner as it is specified.

The court stated that Section 12A 
of the IBC clearly permits with-
drawal of an application under Sec-
tion 7 of the IBC that has been ad-
mitted on an application made by 
the applicant. Thus, the question of 
approval of the Committee of Cred-

itors by the requisite percentage of 
votes, can only arise after the Com-
mittee of Creditors is constituted. 
In our view, before the Committee 
of Creditors is constituted, there 
is no bar to withdrawal by the ap-
plicant of an application admitted 
under Section 7 of the IBC.

Further, the court noted that Rule 
11 of the NCLT Rules enables the 

NCLT to pass orders for the ends of 
justice including order permitting 
an applicant for CIRP to withdraw 
its application and to enable a cor-
porate body to carry on business 
with ease and should be free of any 
impediment.

While dismissing the petition, 
the court stated that considering 
the investments made by the Cor-

porate Debtor and considering the 
number of people dependant on the 
Corporate Debtor for their survival 
and livelihood, there being no rea-
son why the applicant for the CIRP, 
should not be allowed to withdraw 
its application as once its disputes 
have been settled. However, the 
settlement cannot be shifted be-
fore the constitution of the Com-
mittee of Creditors in anticipation 
of claims against the Corporate 
Debtor from third persons. Thus, 
the withdrawal of an application 
for CIRP by the applicant would 
not prevent any other financial 
creditor from taking recourse to a 
proceeding under IBC and the ur-
gency to abide by the timelines for 
completion of the resolution pro-
cess cannot be stated as a reason to 
stifle the settlement.

The Delhi Bench of the Customs, 
Excise and Service Tax Appel-
late Tribunal (CESTAT) in the 
case M/s. Selling Simplified In-
dia Private Limited Versus Com-
missioner of CGST, East Delhims 
observed and has held that the 
registration of premises is a nec-
essary prerequisite for claiming a 
refund under Rule 5 of the Cenvat 
Credit Rules, 2004.

The bench comprising of Ju-
dicial Member, Rachna Gupta 
observed and has stated that the 
service providers are entitled to a 
refund under rule 5 of the Cenvat 
Credit Rules, 2004 when the out-
put service is exported.

In the present case, the ap-
pellant is engaged in render-

ing taxable services of business 
support to the following group 
companies, i.e., Selling Simpli-
fied Group, Selling Simplified 
Inc, Selling Simplified Ltd., U.K. 
and three of the companies are lo-
cated outside of India. It is availed 
by the appellant that the Cenvat 
credit for input services used to 
render the said output service 
as they are paying service tax 
on such input services. Thus, on 
22.12.2016, the appellant filed 
a refund claim for Rs.9,97,364 
under Notification No.27/2012-
CE(NT) dated 18.06.2012, issued 
under Rule 5 of the Cenvat Credit 
Rules, 2004, along with several 
documents.

It was observed by the depart-
ment that the appellant had cen-
tralised service tax registration 

for the premises but had claimed 
some input service credit for the 
services utilised at the unreg-
istered premises. Some of the 
export invoices were also raised 
from the unregistered premises. 
However, with these observa-
tions, the department formed 

the opinion that the appellants 
should get registration for their 
Noida premises also. A ‘Show 
Cause Notice’ was issued by the 
department proposing the rejec-
tion of the refund claim.

It was contended by the appel-
lant that the export invoices were 

issued by the appellant from an 
address that is not part of the 
centralised registration. Fur-
ther, the address mentioned in 

the invoices is Noida; hence, the 
Commissionerate does not have 
jurisdiction to decide the refund. 
The group of companies and the 

appellant to whom the Appellant 
had provided business support 
services are simply the establish-
ments of a single individual.

It was held by the CESTAT that 
the show cause notice is a founda-
tion on which the department has 
to build its case and it should be 
specific and contain all relevant 
details so that an assessee will be 
able to give a reply to specific al-
legations made in the show cause 
notice. As since the issue of juris-
diction was not specifically taken 
in the show cause notice, the ad-
judication on this point against 
the assessee is not sustainable. 
Since, the appellant admittedly 
has centralised registration in 
terms of subclause (2) and (3) of 
Rule 4, and the Noida unit was 
not required to be registered.

In the present case, the appellant is engaged in 
rendering taxable services of business support 
to the following group companies, i.e., Selling 
Simplified Group, Selling Simplified Inc, Selling 
Simplified Ltd., U.K. and three of the companies 
are located outside of India. It is availed by the 
appellant that the Cenvat credit for input services 
used to render the said output service as they 
are paying service tax on such input services. 
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To commemorate the 
100 years of inde-
pendence, the Cen-

tral government has begun 
working on a vision plan 
for a ‘future-ready India’. In 
this context Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) or-
ganised the 4th Life Sciences 
Conclave with the theme 
“Roadmap for Indian Life 
Sciences @ 2047”. A white 
paper released by CII on the 
Way Forward for lifescienc-
es. To achieve the biggest 
milestones in the lifesciences 
and Pharmaceutical sectors 
over the next 25 years, India 
needs to focus on four strate-
gies;  Innovation & Commer-
cialisation, Sustainable Pro-
duction, Internationalisation 
and create a Business Envi-
ronment and develop the 
lifesciences infrastructure 
and regulatory frameworks 
for ease of doing business.  

Speaking at the virtual 
platform, Bhagwanth Khu-
ba, MoS Chemical & Fertil-
iser and Ministry of New 
and Renewable energy, said 

in his message“ The Indian 
pharmaceuticals market has 
characteristics that make 
it unique. . India plays an 
important role in manufac-
turing various critical, high‐ 
quality and low‐cost medi-
cines for Indian and global 
markets. The industry has 
contributed immensely not 
just to Indian but to global 
healthcare outcomes. The 
sector forms a major compo-
nent of the country’s foreign 
trade as well, with attractive 
avenues and opportunities 
for investors. The outbreak 
of the COVID-19 brought 
out the risk of disruption 
of supply chain of critical 
bulk drugs for the Indian 
pharmaceutical sector, high-
lighting the need for India to 
attain a sufficient degree of 
self-reliance in bulk drugs. 
In this regard the Depart-
ment of Pharmaceuticals 
prepared two schemes for 
promoting domestic manu-
facturing of critical KSMs/ 
Drug Intermediates and 
APIs by attracting invest-
ments in the sector to ensure 
their sustainable domestic 

supply and thereby reduce 
India’s import dependence 
on other countries for criti-
cal KSMs/Drug Intermedi-
ates and APIs.”

S Aparna, Secretary, De-
partment of Pharmaceu-
ticals, Ministry of Chemi-
cals and Fertilizers said, “ 
Showed three important 
routes to bring mainstream 
of lifesciences research that 

are biosimilars and RNA 
vaccines, stem cell and gene 
therapy and ability to bring 
natural products. 

InclusIon, InnovatIon 
and IntegratIon are 
the key words
Dr V.K Saraswat, Member, 
NITI, Aayog said, that the 
emerging important areas 
are genome sequencing, 

DNA splicing, CRISPR 
CRAS are the fastest grow-
ing domains. With develop-
ment of nano robotics, trans-
genic free varieties of GM 
food will be common entity 
in future. Agriculture scien-
tists will develop edible vac-
cines. Precision agriculture, 
genome engineering will 
help in innovative technol-
ogy. Early intervention and 

better prognosis of diseases 
will drive the lifesciences 
sector. Another field emerg-
ing is tissue engineering in 
generating artificial organs. 
India needs to secure rich 
biological wealth. Life-
sciences is an important part 
of healthcare and projected 
to touch 150 billion dollar 
by 2025. Some of the initia-
tives have taken place in the 
last decade has broadened 
the scope. Investment is key. 
Private equity firms are go-
ing to bolster new areas. 
Sustaining position in novel 
vaccine, reducing morbidity 
and mortality. Ethical policy 
development and venture 
technologies are important 
areas

Vivek Kamath, Co-Chair-
man CII National Commit-
tee on Pharmaceuticals & 
Managing Director Abbott 
India Ltd, said, “ Healthcare 
is one of the priority sec-
tors for 2047. Government 
through various policies and 
schemes are encouraging of 
an efficient lifesciences sec-
tor. The covid affected the 
healthcare sector but gave 

opportunity for the industry 
to transform. One key word 
that came up during the pan-
demic was ‘collaboration’ 
that helped in combatting 
the pandemic. Collaboration 
can become a burning desire

Satish Reddy, Chairman, 
Dr Reddy’s Laboratories, 
mentioned, “ We are in the 
75th year of independence 
and the theme of the con-
clave resonates very well 
with what the industry has 
to achieve. All around the 
globe 20% of generic medi-
cines are made in India. 
Aspiration is to reach 400 
billion dollars by 2047. One 
area where we are aspiring 
to be demonstrating capa-
bility is in innovation. Need 
to disrupt existing ways. 
There is immense opportu-
nity in expanding the entire 
lifesciences biosimilars in-
novation. Success eludes us. 
We have the ability for new 
drug discovery as well as 
achieve discovery of newer 
molecules. For this adequate 
funding and investments are 
required as well as tax re-
bates for R&D. Also there is 

a need for industry academia 
collaboration for translation-
al research.

Dr Renu Swarup said 
“Moving to the next 25 years 
we need to leverage on the 
opportunities we have built 
for ourselves but cannot be 
based on an incremental in-
crease of what we have done. 
We have to keep up with the 
pace of technology. Collabo-
rations are the key to success 
and there need to be conver-
gence in research.” 

At the platform CII and 
Cadila Pharma launch joint 
national campaign for ra-
bies-free India by 2030. As 
a part of the campaign to 
make India rabies-free by 
2030, several activities for 
awareness and prevention 
of rabies will be undertaken 
at the national and state level 
under the aegis of the gov-
ernment of India.

By 2047 we will  see 
the beginning of a demo-
graphic, epidemiological 
and environmental shifts 
so we should be ready with 
Lifecourse immunisation.- 
UNICEF. 

“IndIan Pharma asPIres to reach 
400 bIllIon dollars by 2047,” mos of 
chemIcal and fertIlIzer 
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The Delhi High Court in the 
case Uchenne v. State ob-
served and has directed the 
Centre to place on record 
the necessary steps and 
procedures required to be 
followed by foreign nation-
als, who are in the jail as 
undertrials, for renewal of 
their visas.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Jasmeet Singh ob-
served while dealing with a 
plea filed by a foreign nation-

al seeking bail in an NDPS 
case, said there are many 
foreign nationals lodged in 
the national capital’s prisons, 
whose visa applications have 
not been processed.

The court stated that he 
i.e., the Central Govt Coun-
sel shall also place on re-
cord necessary steps and 
procedures so that foreign 
nationals who are in jail as 
undertrial know the proce-
dure for renewal of their vi-
sas. The Uchenne, accused 
had moved the High Court 

last year wherein seeking 
regular bail in an FIR reg-
istered under Section 21 
of the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances 
Act, 1985. Thus, after the 
completion of investigation, 
charge-sheet was filed un-
der Section 21 of the NDPS 
Act as well as Section 14 of 
the Foreigners Act.

It was observed that Sec-
tion 21 of the NDPS Act 
states punishment for con-
travention in relation to 
manufactured drugs and 

preparation, Section 14 of 
Foreigners Act provides 
various penalties under the 
statute, in case of violation of 
any of the provisions.

The Additional Public 
Prosecutor on March 30, 
told the court that before 
proceeding with the bail 
matter, accused’s visa needs 
to be re-validated. The Advo-
cate J.S. Kushwaha appear-
ing for the foreign national 
submitted before the Court 
that although his passport 
was renewed, he is required 

to be taken to the Foreign 
Regional Registration Office 
(FRRO) for visa renewal on 
April 29.

Accordingly, it has been 
directed by the court to 
Uchenne to complete all 
procedural formalities and 
ordered that he be taken to 
the FRRO in accordance 
with law and established 
procedures.

On August 2, over three 
months, Uchenne’s counsel 
apprised the Court that de-
spite earlier orders, his visa 

was neither renewed nor any 
reasons were given regard-
ing the delay or rejection. 
Also, the court was informed 
that Uchenne had applied for 
visa on January 28, in 2019. 

However, during the recent 
hearing on September 19, it 
was sought by the Centre’s 
counsel seeking further time 
to get instructions in writing 
from FRRO before the next 
date of hearing.

Accordingly, the court 
listed the matter for hearing 
next on October 10.

The Supreme Court in the 
case Akil Valibhai Piplodwa-
la observed and has issued a 
notice on a petition filed by a 
man seeking a direction that 
he should not be deported to 
Pakistan until his claim to be 
an Indian citizen is decided 
as per Section 9(2) of the Citi-
zenship Act, 1955.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Surya Kant and the 
Justice J. B. Pardiwala ob-
served and has also issued 
status quo in the matter. 
Thus, the notice on the plea 
has been issued to the Dis-
trict Superintendent of Po-
lice (Godhra), State of Guja-
rat and the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Union of India.

According to the plea, the 
was born at Godhra, Gujarat 
in 1962 and had completed 
his education in India. The 
petitioner moved to Paki-
stan in 1976 but in 1983 he 
returned to India and got 
married at Godhra to an In-
dian woman on 2nd March 
1984 and had three children 
from the wedlock. Thus, the 
petitioner again went away 
and finally returned to India 
in 1991 after obtaining all the 
requisite permits including a 
residential permit and con-
tinued to reside in India with 
his family.

However, out of fear of 
getting deported, the peti-
tioner moved a regular civil 
suit before the Court of Civil 
Judge praying to declare 
him a citizen of India under 
Section5(1)(C) of the Indian 
Citizenship Act, 1955 since 
he was married to an Indian 

citizen. It is also prayed by 
him to restrict authorities 
from deporting him till his 
application under Section 
9(2) of the Act is decided 
by the Union of India. In 
1999, it was held by the Civil 
Judge that the Court did not 
have jurisdiction to decide 
the citizenship of the Peti-
tioner. However, the decree 
was allowed by the Civil 
Judge partly to direct that 
he should not be deported 
back until his application 
under the Citizenship Act is 
decided.

Further, after the period 
of 4 years, the Union of In-
dia preferred a delayed ap-
peal under Section 96 of 
CrPC against the order of 
the Civil Judge before the 
Principal District Judge. On 
12.07.2022, the District Judge 
set aside the decree passed 
by the Civil Judge.

The petitioner being ag-
grieved by the order of the 
District Judge, moved the 
High Court of Gujarat. On 
02.08.2022, the High Court 
dismissed his appeal holding 
that no substantial question 
of law arose.

Senior Advocate IH Sayed, 
appearing for the petitioner 
submitted that the High 
Court disregarded the fact 
that the Petitioner has been 
rendered vulnerable to de-
portation and if he is not 
protected till his application 
is adjudicated upon it would 
be violation of the procedure 
established by the principle 
of law.

The present petition was 
filed through Advocate Ta-
runa Singh Gohil.

Contextual and correct in-
formation to anybody asso-
ciated with agriculture has 
the potential to unlock a lot 
of value, said Manoj Ahuja, 
Secretary, Union Ministry 
of Agriculture & Farmers 
Welfare, at the Release Cer-
emony of the FICCI com-
pendium on "Enhancing 
Farmers' Income". 

In this regard, Ahuja al-
luded to the Digital Agri-
culture Mission, which es-
sentially tries to digitalise 
the farmer in terms of iden-
tity, linking up the farmers' 
land and geo-referencing 
it, and crops grown. "These 
are some of the basic things 
we are trying to put in the 
agristack," he said. "We 
have made some headway; 
hopefully, next year, we 
should show substantial re-
sults," he added. 

Ahuja said, "I'm seeing the 
benefits information con-
textualised to the various 
partners in the agricultural 
ecosystem can bring". 

On occasion, Samuel 
Praveen Kumar, Joint Sec-
retary, Union Ministry 
of Agriculture & Farm-
ers Welfare,  spoke on 
backstopping agriculture 
startups that are coming 
up with innovative tech-
nologies and solutions to 
enhance farm incomes. 
In this regard, Mr Kumar 
alluded to the three C's— 
convergence,  capacity 
building, and collectives 
like (FPOs and coopera-
tives) as the vital elements.   

Elaborating on conver-
gence, Kumar said, "if the 
government can pack-
age the schemes in such 
a manner that you give 
more benefits, in a unified 
manner to the businesses 
or startups, I think they 
will be able to sustain their 
business." Similarly, on ca-
pacity building, he noted, 
"when we talk about ca-
pacity building for farmers 
or extension workers, it's 
not like that. It is for every-
body in the ecosystem." Mr 
Kumar also alluded to de-

veloping climate-resistant 
crops, reducing carbon 
footprints using technol-
ogy, and developing infra-
structure. 

Elaborating on the com-
pendium, TR Kesavan, 
Chairman, FICCI National 
Agriculture Committee & 
Group President, TAFE, 
noted the need to document 
the best practices and give 
them to people so that "peo-
ple can touch, feel, do and 
understand the practices." 
He added, "small and mar-
ginal farmers are going to be 
one of the greatest strengths 
of the country. Some of the 
case studies in the com-
pendium tell how they are 
changing." 

The FICCI compendium 
of guidelines presents select 
case studies, and successful 
projects and interventions 
rolled out by various organ-
isations in achieving higher 
crop connectivity, resource 
use efficiency, cropping in-
tensity and diversification 
towards high-value agricul-
ture. 

 India has the potential to 
become “aatmnirbhar” in 
agriculture and also meet 
the food requirement of the 
world, said Narendra Singh 
Tomar, Union Minister of 
Agriculture & Farmers Wel-
fare.  

Speaking during the ses-
sion, Food for All: From 
Farm to Fork, during the 3rd 
edition of LEADS 2022—— 
a global thought leadership 
initiative of the industry 
chamber FICCI, the min-
ister said the country is 
steadfastly moving ahead in 
the direction. However, ev-
eryone must work together 
for the goal. “We would like 
to collaborate. I use this op-
portunity to invite the inter-
national community to join 
hands with us for the ben-
efit of coming generations,” 
he said. 

He noted that country’s 
agri exports had crossed the 
milestone of ‐4 lakh crores. 
“We are working to increase 
it further,” he said. 

Minister Tomar said that 

the government is constantly 
working to make the country 
“aatmnirbhar”. As a result, 
Indian agriculture recorded 
a robust growth of 3.9% de-
spite the pandemic. In addi-
tion, the minister reiterated 
that the government aims 
to make Indian agriculture 
internationally competitive 
by aiding the small farmers 
in the country. He alluded 
to several government pro-
grammes to reduce farm-
ing-related challenges. “Due 
to increase in investment in 
basic infrastructures like 
irrigation system, storage, 
warehousing, and cold stor-
age, the Indian agriculture 
is expected to record robust 
growth in the coming years,” 
he added.  

On occasion, H.E. Mr 
Damien O’Connor, Hon’ble 
Minister for Trade & Export 
Growth; Agriculture; Bios-
ecurity; Land Information 
& Rural Communities, New 
Zealand, alluded to the chal-
lenge emanating from cli-
mate change. “agricultural 
emissions from livestock 
are a real challenge for New 

Zealand and food systems 
around the world. It con-
tributes 35% to the global 
greenhouse gas emissions 
and 48% to New Zealand’s 
emission profile.”  

He also alluded to Global 
Research Alliance and en-
couraged Indian parliamen-
tarians “to look at investi-
gating partnering up with 
a Global Research Alliance” 
to gather global technologies 
“in a way that is not seeking 
to maximise commercial 
benefit but to maximise the 
climate change benefit from 
this collaboration.” 

Sanjiv Mehta, President, 
FICCI and CEO & Manag-
ing Director, Hindustan 
Unilever Limited (HUL), 
said achieving food and 
nutrition security is a mul-
tifaceted challenge. “Food 
systems can play a big role 
in protecting food security 
and nutrition if careful at-
tention is paid to targeting 
the poor, reducing inequali-
ties, including gender in-
equality and incorporating 
nutrition goals and actions 
were relevant.” 

suPreme court: 
an order Is In 
gIven factual 
cIrcumstances; 
Judgement lays down 
PrIncIPles of law

Delhi HC Asks Centre: What Is The Procedure 
For Undertrial Foreign Nationals’ Visa Renewal?

Digital Agriculture Mission to 
digitalise the farmer: Manoj 
Ahuja, Secretary, Agriculture 

PartnershIPs, technology and behavIour 
change key for agrIculture growth, 
saId unIon agrIculture mInIster   
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top of the day

Bangladesh: 20 
dead after Boat 
capsizes 
Dhaka: at least 20 
persons were killed after a 
boat capsized in Bangla-
desh’s northern district 
of Panchagarh. as per 
Dhaka Tribune, at least 30 
people are still missing 
and the number of dead 
may increase. The incident 
was reported from the 
aowlia Ghat in Marea 
Union on Sunday after-
noon, Panchagarh Deputy 
Commissioner Jahirul 
Islam confirmed. a team 
of divers from Dhaka was 
scouring the river to look 
for more bodies, as thou-
sands of people crowded 
the river banks to watch 
the search efforts. 
Boat accidents in Bangla-
desh are common due to 
lax safety standards and 
overloading. 

2 pak soldiers 
killed in 
Blast in north 
Waziristan
khyBer PakhTUnkh-
wa: Two Pakistani soldiers 
were killed on Saturday in 
an Improvised explosive 
Device explosion in north 
waziristan, local media 
reported citing an Inter-
Services Public relations 
statement. according to 
ISPr, the locally made IeD 
blast took place in north 
waziristan’s eesham area, 
and the search operation 
to track down the terror-
ists in the region is under-
way, ary news reported. 
In another incident that 
took place on wednesday, 
a Pakistani soldier was 
killed in the Dwatoi area 
of north waziristan, Dawn 
reported citing an Inter-
Services Public relations 
statement. 

afghanistan 
province 
requests aid 
kabul: amid the ongoing 
humanitarian crisis in 
afghanistan, the residents 
of helmand Province have 
requested financial aid to 
re-build the demolished 
homes as the Taliban 
regime and conflicts have 
resulted in financial dif-
ficulties for the people in 
the country. The locals of 
afghanistan’s helmand 
province which has been 
affected by violence for a 
long time have added to 
the financial suffering 
of the afghans as most 
of them are not able to 
reconstruct their homes, 
TOLOnews reported. 

“Twelve family members 
were killed during a bom-
bardment, and I was the 
lone survivor. One of my 
uncles was also martyred,” 
said Fatema, a resident 
of Sangin District located 
in helmand province of 
afghanistan. 

gas pipeline 
BloWn By 
unidentified 
attackers in 
pakistan 
BaLOChISTan: Unidenti-
fied attackers on Saturday 
exploded the main pipeline 
supplying gas to many 
regions of Balochistan, 
local media reported citing 
the officials.
The explosion took place 
near Dera Bugti district 
of Balochistan province of 
Pakistan. according to the 
officials, some unidenti-
fied armed men planted 
an explosive device under 
the pipeline supplying gas 
to Dera Bugti and other 
areas . 

for mega shoW 

all delegates to 20th 
communist party 
congress elected
TDG NETWORK
BeIJInG 

A total of 2,296 delegates were elected to attend the upcoming 
20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China 
(CPC) which is set to convene on 16 October in Beijing, media 
reports said citing an official statement released Sunday. 

However, as per Global Times citing another state media, 
their qualifications are yet to be confirmed by a qualification 
review committee. Earlier in a meeting of the party’s Politbu-
ro, the country’s top decision-making body decided that CPC 
will convene its 20th Party Congress on October 16 in Beijing. 

During the meeting, which takes place every five years, 
Chinese President Xi Jinping is likely to secure a third term 
in office as President while a new top leadership line-up will 
also be unveiled. 

As per the media portal, the meeting decided that the sev-
enth plenary session of the 19th CPC Central Committee is 
to be convened on October 9 in Beijing while the 20th CPC 
National Congress is to be convened on October 16 in Beijing. 
Presiding over the meeting was Xi Jinping, the general secre-
tary of the CPC Central Committee. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping, who seeks a third term in of-
fice, is already calling for cadres in leading positions to re-
main loyal to the spirit of the party. However, one must not 
be forgetful that Xi Jinping’s bid for the President is marred 
with much-criticized strict “Zero-Covid” policies that have 
brought the entire nation to the brink of economic collapse. 

Despite a rise in the party membership of the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP), President Xi has expressed con-
cern over the loyalty of party members towards him as he 
continues to bid for a third presidential term. 

The party members often have “dual” loyalty, which in-
cludes loyalty to the party and loyalty to Xi himself. How-
ever, it is crucial to note that most government job positions 
in the country require the individual have a party member-
ship. 

In case a government position does not require party 
membership, it is extremely difficult for a person to get a 
promotion without joining the party, Jianli Yang wrote. 
People who have not joined the part might face obsta-
cles in private sectors and can be said for all sectors in-
cluding business, academia, sports and entertainment. 
Despite various attempts by the President to reaffirm party 
members’ commitment to its ideologies, the members are 
self-serving. While state censors quickly remove most criti-
cal posts, there has been a rise in the criticism of the Chinese 
President from potential political opponents, including par-
ty members and non-members. 

A leaked conversa-
tion between Paki-
stan Prime Minister 

Shehbaz Sharif and a govern-
ment official reveals PML-N 
Vice President Maryam 
Nawaz had asked the pre-
mier for machinery for a 
power plant to be imported 
from India for her son-in-
law. 

The alleged tape was shared 
by the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) leader Fawad 
Chaudhry, on his Twitter 
account yesterday. The clip 
contains a discussion regard-
ing Maryam Nawaz’s son-in-
law, reported local media. In 
an over two-minute audio 
recording clip, a voice -- said 
to be that of Shehbaz Sharif 
-- can be heard saying that 
Maryam Nawaz Sharif had 
asked him to facilitate her 
son-in-law Raheel for the 

import of machinery for a 
power plant from India. 

“If we do so, we will get a lot 
of flak when this matter goes 
to the ECC and cabinet,” the 
official can be heard saying in 
the audio clip, as per Dawn. 

At this, Prime Minis-
ter’s purported voice can 
be heard saying: “The 

son-in-law is very dear to 
Maryam Nawaz. Tell her 
very logically about this 
and then I will talk to her.” 
The same voice also agrees 
with the perception that this 
would be bad for optics and 
may cause political trouble, 
according to the Dawn. 

Notably, Maryam Nawaz’s 

daughter Mehrunnisa mar-
ried industrialist Chaudhry 
Munir’s son Raheel in De-
cember 2015. 

Meanwhile, more audio 
clips featuring leaders of the 
ruling coalition surfaced on 
Sunday. 

The clips which surfaced 
today, shared on Twitter by 
several PTI leaders, con-
cerned embattled Finance 
Minister Miftah Ismail and 
the resignations of PTI law-
makers from the National 
Assembly. 

Today’s leaked clip fea-
tured Maryam Nawaz’s al-
leged audio conversation 
in which she can be heard 
advising the Prime Minister 
to jack up fuel prices, ARY 
News reported. 

The PML-N leader also 
complained about Finance 
Minister Miftah Ismail in an 
alleged leaked audio. “Un-
cle! US dollar is increasing 
and Miftah Ismail even not 

taking responsibility of the 
hike,” she said as quoted by 
ARY News. 

While praising Ishaq 
Dar, Maryam can be heard 
in the audio leak, saying 
“Dar sahab has control on 
things, he knows what to 
do, but Miftah does not.” 
She said Miftah Ismail does 
not even know what he is 
doing and what results his 
actions will bring in the fu-
ture. 

While the next clip alleg-
edly concerns a conversa-
tion between the premier, 
Defence Minister Khawaja 
Asif, Law Minister Azam 
Tarar, Interior Minister 
Rana Sanaullah and for-
mer NA speaker Ayaz Sadiq 
about the resignations of 
PTI lawmakers from the 
lower house of parliament. 

The leaders of Imran 
Khan’s party raised ques-
tions over the security of the 
Prime Minister’s Office. 

leaked clip 

audio: maryam asks pak pm to import 
machinery from india for son-in-laW 
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Maryam Nawaz

During his remarks at the 
77th United Nations General 
Assembly on Friday, Paki-
stan’s Prime Minister raised 
concern over the threat of 
terrorism emanating from 
Afghanistan. 

Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif said that 
“Pakistan shares the key 
concern of the international 
community regarding the 
threat posed by the major 
terrorist groups operating 
from Afghanistan especially 
Islamic State- Khorasan 
(ISIS-K) and Tehrik-e Tali-
ban Pakistan (TTP), as well 
as Al-Qaeda, East Turkestan 
Islamic Movement (ETIM) 
and Islamic Movement of 
Uzbekistan (IMU),” reported 
Tolo News. Sharif’s remarks 
sparked reactions from the 
Islamic Emirate and former 
President of Afghanistan 
Hamid Karzai. Karzai said in 

a statement that Afghanistan 
has been the victim of terror-
ism and that terrorist sanctu-
aries have been active under 
the Pakistani government in 
the country--and have been 
used against Afghanistan 
for decades, reported Tolo 
News. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan said 
that the allegations were 
baseless. “Some countries, 
including the United States 
and Pakistan, expressed 
concerns ... that threat of ter-
rorism still exists in Afghani-
stan,” the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said in a statement. 

“These concerns, based on 
incorrect information and 
sources, are being brought 
up as the relevant parties 
are yet to hand over the seat 
of Afghanistan at the United 
Nations to its rightful, legal 
and political owners, the Af-
ghan government,” added 
the statement. 

at unga 

Pakistan’s concern 
over terrorism from 
Afghanistan 
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Mikhail Mizintsev

Russia has replaced Dmitry 
Bulgakov as Deputy Minis-
ter of Defence, with 60-year-
old Colonel General Mikhail 
Mizintsev, days after the 
military mobilisation in the 
country. 

The Defence Ministry in 
Moscow on Saturday said 
that Army General Dmitry 
Bulgakov has been relieved 
of the post of Deputy Minis-
ter of Defence, Al Jazeera re-
ported. While Russian news 
agency TASS reported citing 
the ministry’s statement that 
Colonel General Mikhail 
Mizintsev, chief of Russia’s 
National Defense Manage-
ment Center, was appointed 
as deputy defence minister 
for logistics. 

“Colonel General Mikhail 
Mizintsev was appointed as 
deputy defence minister for 
logistics. Colonel General M. 
Mizintsev previously held 
the post of chief of Russia’s 
National Defense Manage-
ment Center,” the ministry 
said. 

This comes after Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
has signed a decree tough-
ening penalties for volun-
tary surrender to enemy 
forces, desertion and refusal 
to fight by up to 10 years in 
prison, just days after order-
ing a partial mobilisation of 
300,000 reservists to fight 
in Ukraine. 

Russia launched its mili-
tary operation in Ukraine 

on 24 February. 
Meanwhile, Moscow’s 

mandatory military draft 
sparked protests on Satur-
day. Citing an independent 
monitoring group OVD-In-
fo, Al Jazeera reported that 
more than 700 people have 
been detained in 32 cities 
across the country. 

On 21 September, Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin an-
nounced that he had signed 
a decree on partial mobili-
zation in Russia amid the 
ongoing war in Ukraine, 
asserting that the purpose 
of the West is to weaken, di-
vide and ultimately destroy 
Russia. 

“In order to protect our 
homeland, its sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, to 
ensure the security of our 
people and people in the lib-
erated territories, I consider 
it necessary to support the 
proposal of the Ministry of 
Defense and the General 
Staff to conduct partial mo-
bilization in the Russian 
Federation,” he said during a 
national address today, CNN 
reported. 

scapegoat?

russia replaces deputy 
defence minister amid 
ukraine War 
TDG NETWORK
new yOrk

general elections 

italy goes to polls, expected to 
elect 1st female prime minister
TDG NETWORK
rOMe

Italy on Sunday started vot-
ing for the general election 
that could yield the nation’s 
first female Prime Minister, 
Giorgia Meloni. 

The far-right Brothers of 
Italy party - led by Giorgia 
Meloni - is poised to make 
significant gains after the 
collapse of two governments 
since the last election, if her 
party wins, Meloni could also 
become Italy’s first female 
Prime Minister, reported 
CNN. Her ultra-conserva-
tive party, whose origins lie 
in post-war fascism, controls 
just two of Italy’s 20 regions, 
winning just 4.5 per cent of 
the vote in the 2018 elections. 
Since the collapse of former 
Prime Minister Giorgia Mel-
oni’s coalition earlier in this 
year - which triggered the 
snap election - the Brothers 
of Italy have only surged in 
popularity, with recent poll-
ing suggesting nearly a quar-
ter of the electorate backs her, 
reported CNN.

Meloni, a 45-year-old 
mother from Rome who has 

campaigned under the slogan 
“God, country and family,” 
leads a party whose agenda 
is rooted in Euroskepticism, 
anti-immigration policies, 
and one that has also pro-
posed weakening LGBTQ 
and abortion rights. 

Her astronomical rise in 
popularity is a reflection of 
Italy’s longstanding rejec-
tion of mainstream politics, 
seen most recently with the 
country’s support of anti-
establishment parties such 
as the Five Star Movement 
and Matteo Salvini’s League. 
Meloni’s partners in Italy’s 
centre-right political alliance, 
Salvini and Forza Italia’s Sil-
vio Berlusconi, are partly re-
sponsible for her popularity. 

In 2008, as prime minister, 
Berlusconi named her as his 
sports minister, making her 
the youngest minister to hold 
that position, reported CNN. 

Meloni was Salvini’s junior 
partner in the 2018 election 
centre-right alliance. But 
this time, she’s in charge and 
has hinted that, if elected, 
she may not give Salvini a 
ministerial portfolio - which 
would strip him of the pow-

er to bring her government 
down potentially. 

Trailing behind in recent 
polling is the centre-left co-
alition, led by the left-wing 
Democratic Party and cen-
trist parties +Europe. 

The parties formed an al-
liance with another centrist 
party Azione, whose alli-
ance following Draghi’s res-
ignation to counter a lurch to 
the right, but it broke down 
shortly after it was formed, 
further opening the door to 
Meloni, reported CNN. 

Italians are voting on a 
number of hot button issues, 
including Italy’s cost-of-liv-
ing crisis, a 209-billion-euro 
package from the European 
Covid-19 recovery fund and 
the country’s support for 
Ukraine. 

Meloni differs from Berlus-
coni and Salvini on a number 
of issues, including Ukraine, 
and has no connection to 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, unlike her partners, 
who have said they would 
like to review sanctions 
against Russia because of 
their impact on the Italian 
economy. 

clear agenda 

No peace in Taiwan if 
China is not ‘reunified’: 
Beijing at UNGA
TDG NETWORK
new yOrk

Reiterating its claim over 
Taiwan, China on Saturday 
said peace across Taiwan 
can be ensured only when 
China is completely reuni-
fied with the self-governed 
island nation and any 
move to obstruct China’s 
reunification is bound to be 
crushed by the wheels of 
history. 

“Only when China is com-
pletely reunified can there 
be enduring peace across 
Taiwan. Any scheme to in-
terfere in China’s internal 
affairs is bound to meet the 
strong opposition of all Chi-
nese and any move to ob-
struct China’s reunification 
is bound to be crushed by 
the wheels of history,” Chi-
nese Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi said at the 77th Session 
of the United Nations Gen-

eral Assembly. Wang Yi said 
that all “stolen” territories 
including Taiwan shall be 
restored and reiterated that 
Taiwan has been an insepa-
rable part of China’s terri-
tory. 

“Since ancient times, Tai-
wan has been an insepa-
rable part of China’s terri-
tory...It is explicitly stated in 
the Potsdam Proclamation 
that all the territories that 
Japan has stolen from the 
Chinese including Taiwan 
shall be restored to China,” 
the Chinese Foreign minis-
ter said. 

China’s ruling Communist 
Party claims that Taiwan is 
part of its territory, despite 
having never governed it, 
and has refused to rule out 
the use of force to bring it 
under control. 

In line, after the US House 
speaker Nancy Pelosi vis-
ited Taiwan last month, 

China has over time reiter-
ated that there is only one 
China in the world and Tai-
wan is an inalienable part of 
China’s territory. 

China claims that the gov-
ernment of the People’s Re-
public of China is the sole 
legal government repre-
senting the whole of China. 
China’s Foreign Ministry 
condemned Pelosi for what 
it described as her “vicious 
and provocative actions,” 
saying her trip to Taiwan 
amounted to “seriously in-
terfering in China’s inter-
nal affairs.” China also in-
creased its military activities 
around the Island nation. 

Amid the tension between 
US and China, US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken 
met his Chinese counter-
part Wang Yi on Friday 
and stressed for preserving 
peace and stability across 
the Taiwan Strait. 

last rite 

state funeral of shinzo aBe: What all Will 
it involve?

The state funeral of Japa-
nese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe, who was assassinated 
on July 8 in the city of Nara 
during a campaign speech, 
will take place on Septem-
ber 27 and is expected to see 
thousands of attendees. 

According to Japan Times, 
representatives from over 
217 countries and interna-
tional organizations are ex-
pected to participate in the 

state funeral which is slated 
to start at 2 p.m. on Tuesday 

at the Nippon Budokan in 
central Tokyo. 

Abe’s funeral on Septem-
ber 27 will be the second 
state funeral for a former 
prime minister since World 
War 2. 

The first one was held in 
1967 for Shigeru Yoshida. 
Other deceased prime 
ministers received a joint 
Cabinet Office and Liberal 
Democratic Party service. 
The state funeral ceremony 
will be the first major public 
event since new police secu-

rity guidelines were imple-
mented, including sniffer 
dogs at train stations and 
police patrols at Tokyo-area 
airports after Abe’s assassi-
nation on 8 July. 

Several foreign dignitar-
ies are expected to attend 
the funeral service in Tokyo. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will also attend the 
state funeral of former Japa-
nese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe and separately meet 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida. 
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Cyclone Fiona struck Maritime Cana-
da early Saturday morning with hurri-
cane-force winds, heavy rain and large 
surf. Cape Breton was among the areas 
expected to take the brunt of the storm. 

Hurricane-force wind gusts have 
been reported across areas of the Mari-
times in eastern Canada and range 
from 70 to 95 mph (110 to over 150 
kph). Damaging winds are expected 
to continue through Saturday evening 
as Fiona moves north into the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence toward Quebec, New-
foundland and Labrador, reported 
CNN. Fiona made landfall at around 
4 am ET between Canso and Guysbor-
ough counties in eastern Nova Scotia, 
Canada, as a very strong post-tropical 
cyclone.

An unofficial barometric pressure 

of 931.6 mb was recorded at Hart Is-
land, which would make this the 
lowest-pressure land-falling storm on 
record in Canada, according to a tweet 
by the Canadian Hurricane Centre. 
Wind observations on Beaver Island 
in eastern Nova Scotia were recorded 
at 94 mph (152 km/h), reported CNN. 
Fiona is “on track to be an extreme 
weather event here in eastern Can-
ada,” forecasters with the Canadian 
Hurricane Centre said on Friday af-
ternoon. Recent rainfalls have left the 
region saturated and Fiona could bring 
another one to two months’ worth of 
rainfall. 

Meanwhile, Fiona’s sustained winds 
have dropped slightly to 80 mph, 
which is still equivalent to a Category 
1 hurricane, according to the latest 
update from the National Hurricane 
Center. 

The center warns that “signifi-

cant impacts from high winds, 
storm surge, and heavy rainfall are 
still expected” from the storm, now 
considered a post-tropical cyclone. 
Fiona is currently in the Gulf of St 
Lawrence, roughly 100 miles (160 km) 
west-northwest of Port Aux Basques, 
Newfoundland, and is moving north 
toward Quebec and Newfoundland 
and Labrador. The highest recorded 
wind gust for Fiona so far is 111 mph 
(179 kph) in Arisaig, Nova Scotia, re-
ported CNN. 

“Fiona continues to produce hurri-
cane-force winds, heavy rains, storm 
surge, and rough marine conditions 
across Atlantic Canada and the sur-
rounding waters,” the hurricane cen-
ter said. “Surface observations suggest 
that the minimum pressure has been 
rising, and is not estimated to be about 
945mb, which is still extraordinarily 
low.” 

Disaster 

Tropical cyclone Fiona wreaks 
havoc in Canada
tdg network
Ottawa

Over 700 people have been 
arrested in one province 
of Iran since the protest 
erupted after the death of 
22-year-old Mahsa Amini, 
who died in police custody 
after her arrest for allegedly 
failing to comply with Iran’s 
strict rules on women’s dress 
by wearing an “improper hi-
jab”. 

According to Tasnim News 
Agency, Iranian police in just 
one province have arrested 
over 700 people since pro-
tests began over a week ago. 

The Police chief of Guilan 
province, General Azizol-
lah Maleki announced “the 
arrest of 739 rioters includ-
ing 60 women,” the Iranian 
media outlet said. While, 
Iranian President Ebrahim 
Raisi called “to deal deci-
sively” with the disruptors 
of the security and peace of 
the country,” a statement re-
leased by his office said. 

In a phone call with the 
family of a Basij militiaman 
allegedly killed by demon-
strators in Iran’s second-
largest city Mashhad, Raisi 
stressed “the need to distin-
guish between protest and 

disruption of public order 
and security,” while de-
nouncing the current unrest 
as “rioting and evil.” 

Thousands of Iranians 
have taken to the streets in 
protest since the death last 
week of 22-year-old Mahsa 
Amini, who was appre-
hended in Tehran and taken 
to a “re-education center”, 
apparently for not wearing 
her hijab properly. 

Since Friday, demonstra-
tions have taken place in at 
least 40 cities nationwide, 
including the capital Tehran, 
with protesters demanding 
an end to violence and dis-

crimination against women 
as well as an end to compul-
sory wearing of the hijab. 
Dozens of protesters have 
reportedly been killed in the 
resulting clashes with secu-
rity forces. 

Earlier on Saturday, the of-
ficial death toll in the clamp-
down by Iranian security 
forces was reported to have 
more than doubled from 17 
to 35. 

However, according to the 
Oslo-based Iran Human 
Rights, at least 50 people 
have been killed by security 
forces in the anti-govern-
ment protests. 

CraCkDown

Over 700 arrested in Iran over 
Mahsa Amini’s death
tdg network
tehran

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
Chief Imran Khan claimed 
that “thieves” were ruling 
the country and getting their 
cases quashed referring to 
a recent judgement from 
a court in which the cases 
which involved leaders of the 
ruling coalition were virtually 
closed.  “I am talking about 
fighting jihad for the country. 
The real freedom struggle is 
for your better future. A na-
tion where there is no rule of 
law is destroyed. Thieves have 
taken over the country. Their 

cases are being waived every 
day. If it right opens the doors 
of jails, what is the fault of the 
poor? The Zardaris and Sharif 
are found everywhere in poor 
countries. Today, if you want 
to see the worst slavery, go to 
Sindh,” Khan said while ad-
dressing a gathering at Insaf 
Student Federation, The 
News International reported. 

Reiterating his stance on 
the real freedom move-
ment, Imran continued to 
say that “A slave nation can 
never stand up; slaves can 
only become good slaves. 
If you spread your hands 
in front of the world, no 

one will respect you.” 
“Your politics is worship 
because you do not do it for 
yourself but for the nation,” 
he added. 

Imran said that politics was 
infamous all over the world as 
people join politics and prom-
ise that they would serve the 
people, and then they start 
making money for themselves 
and warned that if people did 
not stand against what was 
happening to the country, 
then it would be destroyed, 
The News International re-
ported. 

Khan said, “Pakistan will 
suffer if we do not struggle 

for our freedom and rights.” 
he said, adding that it was a 
decisive time in the history of 
Pakistan and “if we all work 
hard and go to the people, 
then the real freedom move-
ment could succeed.”

A large number of students 
from universities and educa-
tional institutions from the 
federal capital and adjoin-
ing areas participated in the 
convention.  PTI Secretary 
General Asad Umar, Insaf 
Students Federation convener 
Arsalan Chaudhry, Insaf Stu-
dents Federation President 
Amjad Ali and Naila Marwat 
also attended the event. 

PolitiCs in Pakistan 

imran says ‘thieves’ ruling the Country, 
getting their Cases quasheD
tdg network
Islamabad

North Korea launched 
a short-range ballis-
tic missile off the east 

coast of the Korean penin-
sula on Sunday ahead of the 
joint military drills between 
South Korea and the US. 

The ballistic missile launch 
comes two days after a nucle-
ar-powered aircraft from the 
United States (US) arrived in 
South Korea for drills, Yon-
hap News Agency reported 
citing South Korean military 
officials. Yonhap said citing 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) 
on Saturday that the missile 
was launched from a region 
in or around Taechon, North 
Pyongan Province, at 6:53 

a.m, as per Yonhap News 
agency and flew some 600 
kilometres at an apogee of 
around 60 km at a top speed 
of Mach 5. 

The intelligence officials of 
both countries have started 
a detailed analysis of the in-
cident. 

“While tracking the North 
Korean movements to pre-
pare against any additional 
provocation in close cooper-
ation with the US, our mili-
tary will maintain readiness 
based on the capability to 
respond overwhelmingly to 
any North Korean provoca-
tion,” the JCS said, Yonhap 
News Agency reported. 

Earlier in June, Pyongyang 
test-fired a total of eight 
short-range ballistic missiles 

in response to which South 
Korea and the United States 
also test-fired eight missiles, 
demonstrating the capability 
to launch immediate preci-
sion strikes on the origins of 
provocations. 

Over 10 years in power, 
the North Korean leader 
has conducted more than 
100 missile launches, in-
cluding intercontinental 
launches, and four nuclear 
tests whereas North Kore-
an leader Kim Jong Un has 
said numerous times that 
his country will continue to 
boost its nuclear potential. 

Meanwhile, leaders during 
the QUAD summit which 
took place in Tokyo in May 
condemned North Korea’s 
“destabilizing” ballistic mis-

sile launches and called on 
the international commu-
nity to abide by the United 
Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) resolutions. 

“We condemn North Ko-
rea’s destabilizing ballistic 
missile development and 
launches, including mul-
tiple intercontinental ballis-
tic missile tests, in violation 
of UNSCRs, and call on the 
international community 
to fully implement these 
resolutions. We urge North 
Korea to abide by all of its ob-
ligations under the UNSCRs, 
refrain from provocations, 
and engage in substantive di-
alogue,” said the joint state-
ment by QUAD Leader fol-
lowing the summit that was 
hosted by Japan in Tokyo. 

musCle flexing

North Korea fires missile into East 
Sea ahead of US-South Korea drills
tdg network
seOul
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A man swims 
in a heavily 

waterlogged 
portion 

of Delhi-
Gurugram 

expressway 
after 

incessant 
rainfall, in 

Gurugram on 
Saturday. ANI

DEEP DIVE 

#Mankading

NEtIzENs DIVIDED oVEr 
DEEPtI sharma ‘maNkaDINg’ 
ENglaND’s CharlottE DEaN                    
Indian all-rounder Deepti Sharma’s act of’mankading’ 
England’s Charlotte Dean at the non-striker’s end has 
generated a lot of polarising reactions on social media, 
leaving the cricketing fraternity divided.
This was first done by Indian cricket legend Vinoo 
Mankad during 1947-48 during India’s tour of Australia 
by running out Australia’s Bill Brown at non-striker’s 
end, which earned it the name ‘Mankading’. Though 
many cricketers argue that it is against the spirit of the 
game, it is totally legal as per the laws of the sport.
The Indian cricketers were extremely quick in coming to 
the defence of Deepti.
Ravichandran Ashwin, who had run out Rajasthan 
Royals’ Jos Buttler during IPL 2019 in a similar manner 
while playing for Punjab Kings, quipped on him trending 
after Deepti’s act, saying that “tonight is about another 
bowling hero, Deepti Sharma.”
“Why the hell are you trending Ashwin? “Tonight is 
about another bowling hero @Deepti_Sharma06,” 
tweeted Ashwin.
Former Indian opener Virender Sehwag also de-
fended the all-rounder, posting a meme and sharing 
the Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC) law as per which 
mankading is completely legal.
“It’s funny to see so many English guys being poor los-
ers. #Runout” tweeted Sehwag.
Former Indian opener Wasim Jaffer also defended 
Deepti, saying that the ball comes into play when the 
bowler starts his run up and as a non-striker, one must 
have his eye on the ball.
“It’s actually quite simple. Ball comes into play when 
bowler activates run up. From that moment on, as a 
batter or non-striker, you have to keep your eyes on the 
ball. If you are a bit careless, the opposition will get you 
out. And you can get out at either end,” tweeted Jaffer.
Deepti found support from international players from 
other countries as well.
South African bowler Tabraiz Shamsi seemed to voice 
his support for Deepti, saying that batters can also learn 
to stay behind the line just like bowlers are forced to stay 
behind the line while bowling.
“I’m on no one’s side here but my opinion is that if bowl-
ers are forced to stay behind the line while bowling due 
to the laws in place.... batters can learn to stay behind 
the line too while backing up due to the laws in place. 
Seems fair to me if we all just follow the laws,” tweeted 
Shamsi.
Former English spinner also said that though it will 
be questioned, but mankading is under the laws of 
the sport. “It would be questioned for a long time but 
it’s in the law of the games. You can be run out by 
#mankading. Bear in mind it’s in the laws of the game. 
#ENGvsIND,” tweeted Panesar.
 

From the very 
onset, India 
was a reliable 
partner whose 
assistance 
was critical to 
our pandemic 
response. India embraced a holistic and 
outward-looking vaccine 
diplomacy strategy.

— Kamina J Smith

braIN PICkINg

Jamaica Foreign Minister, expressing gratitude towards India 
for its assistance during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
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In a one-of-its-kind move, 
three rhino statues at 
the Kaziranga National 

Park have been created us-
ing the ashes collected from 
burning rhino horns. These 
statues were unveiled by As-
sam Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma along with 
spiritual leader Sadhguru 
Jaggi Vasudev on Saturday 
during the inauguration of a 
three-day Chintan Shivir at 
Kaziranga.

On September 22, last 
year, the Assam govern-
ment made history by ig-
niting a stockpile of 2,479 
rhino horns to send a clear 
message to poachers and il-
legal horn traders that rhino 
horns have no medicinal 
value.

The rhino statues thus 
created are an attempt to 
immortalise the efforts and 
dedication of those who 
selflessly protect Assam’s 
pride, the great one-horned 
rhinoceros.

The Assam Chief Minister, 
along with Sadhguru, also 
opened the Kaziranga Na-
tional Park for tourists for 
this season.

The Shivir was inaugurat-
ed with the aim of drawing 
a roadmap for the holistic 
development of the state 
and creating a blueprint for 

expediting its growth as a 
model for all sectors.

The Chintan Shivir over 
three days will have elabo-
rate discussions and delib-
erations involving the Chief 
Minister, other Cabinet min-
isters, senior bureaucrats of 
the state, bureaucrats from 
other states, and function-
aries from the Prime Min-
ister’s Economic Advisory 
Council.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Assam Chief Minister Sarma 
said that Assam was once a 
very flourishing state and its 
state GDP growth was more 
than the national average.

“The per capita income 
of the state was also more 
than the national average. 
Though the state is contrib-
uting greatly to the growth 
of the nation, in the last 75 

years the growth of the state 
has not been as encourag-
ing as it should have been,” 
Sarma said.

Referring to the devasta-
tion caused by the great 
earthquake and subsequent 
floods and other develop-
ments, the Chief Minister 
said that all these had a 
negative effect on the com-
mon psychology of the 
people. However, making 
a turnaround, the present 
state government, with the 
able guidance of the central 
government, has unleashed 
a series of activities which 
have given new momentum 
to the development of the 
state.

The government has al-
ready embarked on a jour-
ney to steer the state to a ro-
bust growth trajectory, the 

Chief Minister said, adding 
that the state government is 
encouraging a vision which 
has emerged from that sense 
of responsibility.

The Assam Chief Minister 
thanked Sadhguru for com-
ing all the way to Kaziranga 
to address the Chintan Shi-
vir.

He said Sadguru’s wis-
dom and his idea would re-
ally help the government to 
build and promote a socio-
cultural-economic and aca-
demic empowerment narra-
tive in the state to spread the 
fruits of development to all 
sections of the state.

Sadhguru also addressed 
the congregation at the 
Chintan Shivir. The Chief 
Minister also signed an MoU 
on behalf of the state govern-
ment with Sadhguru, who 
represented Isha Founda-
tion. The MoU signed on the 
‘Save Soil Movement’ will 
essentially guide the state on 
the sustainable use of soil for 
agricultural practices.

The Assam Chief Minister 
and Sadhguru also opened 
the Kaziranga National Park 
for tourists for this season.

On this occasion, Sadh-
guru led a jeep safari from 
Mihimukh when he drove a 
jeep with the Chief Minister 
sitting alongside.

Assam Tourism Minister 
Jayanta Malla Baruah was 
also present.

thrEE rhINo statUEs maDE from bUrNt 
horNs staND tall at kazIraNga Park

rhino statues at kaziranga park.
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moDErN kashmIr oN DIsPlay: aalaaV 
fooD fEst CElEbratEs traDItIoNal DIshEs                    

A food festival named 
Aalaav was organised in 
Srinagar to celebrate tra-
ditional food and encour-
age more women to set up 
food businesses. The fes-
tival was organised by the 
Department of Rural Live-
lihood Mission of Jammu 
and Kashmir to celebrate 
traditional food and novel 
nutritional formulations.

Many women from the 
self-help groups took part 
in the festival. The depart-
ment had invited all the 
women groups that earn 
their livelihood and give 
employment to other young 
women.

All the participants in 
the festival prepared and 
displayed famous vegetar-
ian dishes of Jammu and 
Kashmir on the stalls in or-
der to promote the self-help 
groups. The aim was to en-
courage young girls and 
women toward the food 
business and also to raise 
awareness for more women 
to set up business units in 

rural areas of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The festival also aimed 
to make them aware of the 
schemes of the govern-
ment under which they get 
financial assistance to set 
up these units to earn and 
provide employment.

Indu Kanwal, the Mis-
sion Director of Jammu and 
Kashmir Rural Livelihoods 
Mission, said that the festi-
val was organised with the 
motive of promoting vege-
tarian food in Kashmir and 
also creating awareness 
among women.

Rumina, another par-

ticipant, stated that having 
food stalls at the festival is 
a very profitable venture 
for the young girls and 
that more such initiatives 
should be implemented. 

“This provides a great 
platform for the young girls 
to set up their businesses. 
At this festival, we are able 
to earn around Rs 3000–
4000 from each stall, so it’s 
really profitable. We would 
want more of such festivals 
to be organised,” Rumina 
said.

Asha, the festival coordi-
nator, talked about the food 
presented at the festival. 

Participant at Aalaav Food Fest. 
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fIVE WEIrD PIzza toPPINgs 
aroUND thE WorlD
All the great recipes in the world started with people 
stepping out of their comfort zones to try something 
new. One of the most loved foods across countries and 
continents happens to be pizza. After all, who doesn’t 
love pizza and the warm fuzzy feeling that follows 
it. Some like it with cheese, some like it with mush-
rooms, and some go the extra mile with their unique 
preference for a pizza topping. Here are five weird 
pizza toppings around the world that you should try if 
you feel experimental.

 baNaNa (sWEDEN)
If pineapple was not enough, people in 
Sweden have come up with something called 

a Banana Curry Pizza. As the name suggests, the 
pizza has a topping of sliced banana rings and is then 
topped with ham, curry powder, and cheese.

 grEEN PEa (brazIl)
Pizza is everyone’s go-to cheat meal. But, 
there are some health freaks who want 

to make even their cheat meals a little healthier. In 
Brazil, people use green peas as more than just a side 
dish; they put them right on top of their pizza. If you 
have a knack for making your cheat meals healthier, 
try green pea pizza.

 kaNgaroo (aUstralIa)
Yes, it is as strange as it sounds. Australia is 
known for kangaroos and the people of Aus-

tralia don’t have qualms about having kangaroo meat 
as a topping on their pizza. Kangaroo pizza is served 
in various restaurants across Australia and happens 
to be a popular pizza topping to try.

 sqUID (JaPaN)
Speaking of animals and pizza toppings, 
the Japanese are not far behind. In Japan, 
foodies love squid pizza, making it a popular 

choice. As the name suggests, the Squid pizza fea-
tures squid as a topping.

 ENglIsh brEakfast (Uk)
Did you compliment someone ‘cute’?  
Maybe you called them ugly. Oxford defines 
‘cute’ as pretty and attractive, but originally 

it meant ugly but presentable. Aren’t you surprised? 
Here are five random facts that might blow your mind.

— PrIYANkA SHArMA

Banana Pizza

By fulfilling over 650 wishes, John 
Sena emerges as real-life genie   

rECorD 

Wrestler-turned-
actor John Cena 
has officially 

broken the Guinness World 
Record for the most Make-
A-Wish Foundation wishes 
granted with a 650 count, 
Guinness announced. Ac-
cording to The Hollywood 
Reporter, he is the most re-
quested Make-A-Wish celeb-
rity, with no other star even 
coming close to granting as 
many wishes as Cena has 
in the foundation’s decades-
long history.

Back in 2015, when he was 
honoured for granting 500 
wishes, the ‘Peacemaker’ 
actor opened up about the 
foundation and how much 
he enjoys doing what he 
does. “I just drop everything. 
If I can offer a fantastic ex-
perience, I’ll be first in line 
to do my part, “ Cena said at 
the time.

Cena has been granting 
wishes since 2002, a few 
years after he began his ca-
reer as a professional wres-
tler. As his popularity as a 16-
time world champion soared, 
so did children’s requests for 

him to grant their wishes.
Of why he continues grant-

ing kids’ wishes, Cena said, 
“I want them to have an ex-
perience that will stay with 
them forever. I don’t ever 
want the children or their 
families to be treated in a way 
where they feel as if they’re 
up against anything at all,” 
reported The Hollywood 
Reporter.

A champion WWE wres-
tler, Cena has made huge 

strides into acting, tackling 
profane comedies (‘Block-
ers’, ‘Vacation Friends’) and 
family comedies (‘Playing 
With Fire’) in equal measure, 
as well as adventure and ac-
tion movies.

Last year, he starred in both 
‘F9: The Fast Saga’ and ‘The 
Suicide Squad’, the latter 
a Warner’s DC movie that 
spun off his character, Peace-
maker, into his own series for 
HBO Max. 

John Cena 
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Spectacular Skill

The first ever mobile 
photography exhibi-
tion (A to Z) by San-

jay Bhattacharya was inau-
gurated with the gracious 
presence of well-known 
personalities from the so-
ciety Begum Sharmila Pa-
taudi, Padmashree Shovana 
Narayan at Bikaner House 
Main Building.

Born in 1958 in Kolkata, 
Sanjay Bhattacharya gradu-
ated with a Diploma in Fine 
Arts from the Government 
College of Arts and Crafts, 
Kolkata in 1982. He has 
participated in some 
national and interna-
tional art events and 
workshops and en-
joys collaborating 
with musicians 
a n d  o t h e r 
artists. His 
works can 
be seen in 
important 
public and pri-
vate collections in 
India and overseas 
including the World 
Bank and the Parlia-
ment House in Delhi. He 
has also prepared a portrait 
of two of the former Indian 
presidents Shankar Dayal 
Sharma and K R Narayanan.

Despite being a profes-

sional painter, there is no 
end to his spectacular skills. 
Breaking the monotonous 
work schedule he picked 

up his camera and went 
on his first tour of In-

dia in 2017 where he 
clicked 1000 pho-

tos out of which 
he showcased a 

few in his first 
Photogra-

phy Exhi-
bition in 
the same 

year.
Once 

again he got 
all of his clicks 

but  from his 
own mobile phone 

camera this time. 
He came up with four 

different segments for 
the exhibition, some were 

shots of his hand shadows 
in mystic lights while some 
were of his distorted shad-

ows or reflections of him 
on different elements. Few 
were outdoor photography 
and the last sets were inte-
riors.

In a candid conversation 
Sanjay Bhattacharya said, “I 
am very obliged to see such 
a heart-warming welcome 
to my first ever mobile pho-
tography in the city. Since I 
started my second tangent in 
2017, this was a new experi-
ment to follow the freedom 
of passion I found over the 
last few years. Now, I have 
much more to give after see-
ing such success and love I 
received from people”.

The show will be con-
tinue till 30th September 
at Prithvi Art and Cultural 
Center, Safdarjung Enclave,  
New Delhi.

debjeet dey
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exhibition by S. bhattacharya 
leaveS viewerS Spellbound

Renowned veteran actress Sharmila Pataudi and Artist Sanjay bhattacharya.

Member of 
Lok Sabha 
Maneka 
Gandhi

Solo exhibition 

‘My work underlineS the conSequenceS of huMan actionS on ecology’

With the rising population lot of 
complexities are arising in urban 
landscapes such as civic apathy, 
noise and environmental pollu-
tion, lack of respect towards our 
natural resources and our flora-
fauna. The common man is igno-
rant of the plight faced due to lack 
of civic sense. 

One of the awardees of the Ravi 
Jain Memorial fellowship, Ravi 
Kumar Chaurasiya diligently 
conveys the serious challenges 
faced by the modern society 
through his artwork. He is one of 
the new age artist in the field of 
Indian contemporary art.

Ravi Kumar Chaurasiya’s art-
work depicts the urban land-
scapes and the complexities of it. 
He studied BFA (Painting) from 
Banaras Hindu University, Va-
ranasi and MFA (Painting) from 
Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi. 
His works encompass the transi-
tions happening in the environ-
ment due to imbalance created by 
human activities. He also focuses 
on representing the relationship 
that exists between man and ani-
mals as well as representing the 
devastating impact in the present 
age due to the problem of over-
population.

With the objective to raise 
awareness on issues concern-
ing the environment Dhoomi-

mal gallery is presenting a solo 
exhibition of paintings by Ravi 

Kumar Chaurasiya till 10th Oc-
tober at Connaught place, which 

is curated by Georgina Maddox. 
At the first glance Ravi Kumar 

Chaurasiya’s paintings look like 
cityscapes but essentially his art-
work represents issues concern-
ing ecology. 

In a candid conversation artist 
Ravi Kumar Chaurasiya says, “I 
am engaging with the questions 
of ecology located in an urban 
context and urban environment. 
We have reached to a point where 
it is understood that the society 
may not survive longer if we con-
tinue to commit violence towards 
urban environment, ecology and 
human life. At present we live 
in an endangered situation, ir-
respective of our history, which 
may lead to our end. Therefore, 
my work underlines the conse-
quences of human actions that 

have mostly treated our ecol-
ogy and environment as means 
to achieve its (capitalist) ends to 
further infrastructural develop-
ment, at the cost of nature.”

The artist further added, “My 
works describes human exces-
sive demands effects on urban 
environment and modern soci-
ety such as globalization, popu-
lation, pollution etc. My work 
usually looks at the perception of 
people and the way certain key 
problems are being ignored and 
not addressed. Whenever I look 
around, everyone is engaged in 
the racial, ethnic, caste and class 
divisions. We do not know how 
and when this discrimination 
will stop from society.”

Ravi Kumar Chaurasiya’s artwork depicts the urban landscapes and the complexities of it.

New age artist Ravi Kumar Chaurasiya with his artworks.
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Carnatic veena 
player Vidhushi 
jayalakshmi 
Sekhar. 

two day MuSic event

Swaranjali hoStS colorS of india 
to encourage budding artiStS
With the intent to nurture 
budding artists and Indian 
music Swaranjali a Delhi 
based art and cultural so-
ciety organises concerts for 
students several times in 
a year. The organization is 
a collective of students of 
Indian classical music and 
dance, aimed at providing 
them a platform to exchange 
knowledge about the vari-
ous disciplines, styles and 
encourage collaboration. 
On the occasion of Azadi ka 
Amrit Mahotsav, Swaran-
jali Delhi hosted a two days 
Indian classical music event 
called ‘Colours of India’ cu-
rated by Subrata De. The 
event highlighted a galaxy 
of artists from various states 
who performed on 24th and 
25th September at Triveni 
Kala Sangam. 

The event on Saturday 
featured eminent carnatic 
veena player Vidhushi Jayal-
akshmi Sekhar with Trichy 
Dr. K. Murali on Ghatam 
and Kumbakonam N. Pad-
manaban on Mridangam 
from Chennai. This 
was followed by 
a vocal recital 
from Delhi based 
artist Ravi Pal 
with Pradip Ku-
mar Sarkar 
on tabla and 
Lalit Sisodia 

on harmonium. The last 
event of the day included 
Soumitra Thakur on sitar 
from Delhi with Durjay 
Bhaumik on tabla accompa-
niment.

The event on 25th featured 
Subhasis Bose from Kolkata 
who played Hansaveena 
with Susamoy Mishra on 
tabla accompaniment. This 
was followed by a tabla solo 
recital by Shri Amitava 
Sen of Jamshed-
pur with Juned 
Khan on Sa-
rangi and 
then 

the concluding performance 
was given by Vidhsuhi Dr. 
Tanuja Nafde on vocal from 
Nagpur, accompaniment by 
Lalit Sisodia on Harmonium 
with Debasish Adhikari on 
Tabla.

In a candid conversation si-
tar artist Soumitra 

Thakur said, “It 
was an hon-
our to have 
performed 
for Colours of 

India 

2022, an evening of Indian 
Classical Music organised 
by Swaranjali Delhi. Despite 
of heavy lashes yesterday in 
Delhi there was a very good 
turn up in the audience and 
the audience consisted of 
all music learners of Delhi. 
I played Raag Bageshree, 
where I started with Alap, 
Jor and Jhala and then 
played 3 compositions. I 
was accompanied on the 
tabla by maestro Durjay 
Bhaumik. The event was 
exceptionally curated by 
sitar maestro Subarata De 
and his team. My heartiest 
congratulations to all the 
members of the society 
Swaranjali for organizing 
such a successful event.”

Every year Swaranjali 
hosts Gharana Festival, 
Pravasi Bharatiya San-
geet Nrittya Mahotsav, 
Shraddhanjali, Murch-
hana Festival to encourage  
budding artists.

tdG NetwoRK
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on tabla Pandit durjoy bhaumik and Soumitra thakur on Sitar.

 deep focuS

Italian Embassy to screen 6 contemporary Italian films in October

In its continuing effort to 
boost the cultural ties be-
tween India and Italy, the 
Embassy of Italy is hosting 
the first ever Italian Film 
Festival in collaboration 
with ANICA (Italian Film 
Commission). The screen-
ings will take place simulta-
neously in Delhi, Mumbai, 
Kolkata, and Bengaluru 
from October 13-15, 2022. 
The festival comprises 6 
films that have been previ-
ously presented at the pres-
tigious Davide di Donatello 
Awards, which were estab-
lished in 1955 with the aim 
to honour the best of each 
year’s Italian and foreign 
films. The film awards are 
given out each year by the 
Accademia del Cinema Ital-
iano (The Academy of Ital-
ian Cinema). 

One of the major high-

lights of the festival will be 
noted Italian filmmaker 
Giuseppe Tornatore’s riv-
eting documentary on the 
legendary film composer 
Ennio Morricone. The win-
ner of the Cecilia Mangini 
Award at the 2022 David 
di Donatello Awards, ‘The 
Glance of Music – Ennio’ re-
traces the life and works of 
the legendary Italian com-
poser Ennio Morricone: 
from his debut with Sergio 
Leone to the Oscar-winning 
`The Hateful Eight.’ In-
terestingly, Tornatore and 
Morricone also collaborated 
on the 1988 Oscar-winning 
classic ‘Cinema Paradiso,’ 
which remains a very popu-
lar film among film lovers 
in India. India’s pick for the 
Oscars this year, the Guja-
rati film ‘Chello Show’ has 
been compared to ‘Cinema 
Paradiso’ by several film 
critics the world over. ‘En-
nio’ also sets out to reveal 
the less well-known side of 
Morricone, such as his pas-
sion for the game of chess or 
the origin in real life of some 
of his musical intuitions.

Michelangelo Frammar-
tino’s ‘Il Buco’ (English 
title: ‘The Hole’) follows the 

extraordinary adventure 
of the young members of 
the Piedmont Speleologi-
cal Group who, having al-
ready explored all the caves 
of Northern Italy, changed 
course in August 1961 and 
went South to explore other 
caves unknown to man—
Europe’s deepest cave in the 
untouched Calabrian hin-
terland as the bottom of the 
Bifurto Abyss, 700 meters 
below Earth, is reached for 
the first time.

‘Sulla giostra,’ co-written 
and directed by Giorgia 
Cecere, tells the story of an 
intense but ironic female 
duel over the fate of a family 
home, starring Lucia Sardo 
and Claudia Gerini. The 
film makes us ask a very ba-
sic question. What impor-
tance do the places hold in 
a person’s life where he/she 
has lived? 

Mario Martone’s ‘The King 
of Laughter’ is essentially a 
biographical film about the 

Neapolitan comic theater 
legend Eduardo Scarpetta, 
essayed by none other than 
the legendary Toni Servil-
lo. At the beginning of the 
twentieth century, in the 
Naples of the Belle Époque, 
theaters and cinemas are 
on the rise. The great come-
dian Eduardo Scarpetta is 
the box-office king. Success 
has made him a very rich 
man. At the height of his 
success, Scarpetta allows 
himself what will prove to 

be a dangerous gamble. He 
decides to parody the play 
‘The Daughter of Iorio,’ a 
tragedy by the greatest Ital-
ian poet of the time, Gabriele 
D’Annunzio. Will the gam-
ble pay off or will it prove to 
be a disaster?

‘A Girl Returned,’ directed 
by Giuseppe Bonito, is set in 
the summer of 1975. A thir-
teen-year-old girl returns to 
the family she didn’t know 
she belonged to. Suddenly 
she loses everything from 

her previous life: a comfort-
able home and the exclusive 
affection reserved for an 
only child, and finds herself 
in a strange world barely 
reached by progress, forced 
to share a small, dark house 
with her natural parents 
and five other brothers she 
had never met before.

Also starring the celebrat-
ed Italian actor Toni Servil-
lo, Leonardo Di Costanzo’s 
‘The Inner Cage’ is set in 
an old nineteenth-century 
jail, which is in the process 
of being vacated, when bu-
reaucracy comes in the way. 
Together with a handful of 
officers, a dozen prisoners 
are left behind in a suspend-
ed bubble where rules get 
hazy, and new relationships 
form.

In the month of November, 
the Italian Embassy Cul-
tural Centre will be hosting 
a week-long retrospective 
on Pier Paolo Pasonlini, 
marking his centenary year, 
at the India Habitat Centre. 
The retrospective will be 
followed by a balet perfor-
mance which will pay hom-
age to Pasolini as a director, 
writer, and a poet, combin-
ing dance, music, words, 

and images. 
The Embassy of Italy in 

New Delhi as well as the 
Italian Cultural Centre, 
which celebrated its 50th 
Anniversary in October last 
year, has been playing in in-
strumental role in bringing 
the best of Italian cinema to 
India. Last year in March, 
the Embassy organized 
“Notti Stellate – Italian 
Cinema Under The Sky”. 
The three-day event, which 
was hosted with strict CO-
VID-19 guidelines in place, 
screened films such as Pa-
solini’s short documentary 
film “Notes for a Film on 
India”, Marco Bellocchio’s 
2019 critically acclaimed 
crime drama film “The 
Traitor”, Matteo Garrone’s 
2015 fantasy film “Tale of 
Tales”, and a segment of 
the legendary Italian film-
maker Roberto Rossellini’s 
10-part documentary mini-
series on India titled “India 
Through Rossellini’s Eyes” 
made back in 1959. The visi-
tors were served with pizza 
and gelato, once again re-
minding that food and cin-
ema are a perfect pairing, 
especially when it comes to 
India and Italy. 

Murtaza ali Khan

A still from ennio.
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We human beings 
are what  we 
have been for 

millions of years—colossal-
ly greedy, envious, aggres-
sive, jealous, anxious and 
despairing, with occasional 
flashes of joy and affection. 
We are a strange mixture 
of hate, fear, and gentle-
ness; we are both violence 
and peace. There has been 
outward progress from the 
bullock cart to the jet plane, 
but psychologically, the in-
dividual has not changed 
at all, and the structure 
of society throughout the 
world has been created by 
individuals. The outward 
social structure is the result 
of the inward psychological 
structure of our human rela-
tionships, for the individual 
is the result of the total ex-
perience, knowledge, and 
conduct of man. Each one 
of us is the storehouse of all 
the past. The individual is 
the human who is all man-
kind. The whole history of 
man is written in ourselves.

Do observe what is actu-

ally taking place within 
yourself and outside your-
self in the competitive cul-
ture in which you live with 
its desire for power, position, 
prestige, name, success, and 
all the rest of it—observe the 
achievements of which you 
are so proud, this whole 
field you call living in which 
there is conflict in every 
form of relationship, breed-
ing hatred, antagonism, 
brutality, and endless wars. 
This field, this life, is all we 
know, and being unable to 
understand the enormous 
battle of existence, we are 
naturally afraid of it and 
find escape from it in all 
sorts of subtle ways. And 
we are also frightened of 
the unknown—frightened 
of death, frightened of what 
lies beyond tomorrow. So we 
are afraid of the known and 
afraid of the unknown. That 
is our daily life, and in that 
there is no hope, so every 
form of philosophy, every 
form of theological concept, 
is merely an escape from the 
actual reality of what is.

All outward forms of 
change brought about by 
wars, revolutions, reforma-
tions, laws, and ideologies 
have failed completely to 
change the basic nature of 
man and therefore of soci-
ety. As human beings living 
in this monstrously ugly 
world, let us ask ourselves: 
can this society, based on 
competition, brutality, and 

fear, come to an end? Not as 
an intellectual conception, 
not as a hope, but as an ac-
tual fact, so that the mind is 
made fresh, new and inno-
cent and can bring about a 

different world altogether? 
It can only happen, I think, 
if each one of us recognises 
the central fact that we, as 
individuals, as human be-
ings, in whatever part of the 

world we happen to live in 
or whatever culture we hap-
pen to belong to, are totally 
responsible for the whole 
state of the world.

We are each one of us re-

sponsible for every war be-
cause of the aggressiveness 
of our own lives, because of 
our nationalism, our selfish-
ness, our gods, our preju-
dices, our ideals, all of which 

divide us. And only when 
we realize, not intellectually 
but actually, as if we were 
hungry or in pain, that you 
and I are responsible for all 
the existing chaos, for all 
the misery throughout the 
entire world because we 
have contributed to it in our 
daily lives and are part of 
this monstrous society with 
its wars, divisions, ugliness, 
brutality, and greed, will we 
act. 

But what can a human be-
ing do—what can you and I 
do—to create a completely 
different society? We are 
asking ourselves a very se-
rious question. Is there any-
thing to be done at all? What 
can we do? Will somebody 
tell us? People have told us. 
The so-called spiritual lead-
ers, who are supposed to un-
derstand these things better 
than we do, have told us by 
trying to twist and mould 
us into a new pattern, and 
that hasn’t led us very far; 
sophisticated and learned 
men have told us, and that 
has led us no further.

We have been told that all 
paths lead to truth—you 
have your path as a Hindu, 
and someone else has his 
path as a Christian, and an-
other as a Muslim, and they 
all meet at the same door—
which is, when you look 
at it, so obviously absurd. 
Truth has no path, and 
that is the beauty of truth; 
it is living. A dead thing 

has a path to it because it 
is static, but when you see 
that truth is something liv-
ing, moving, which has no 
resting place, which is in no 
temple, mosque, or church, 
which no religion, no teach-
er, no philosopher, nobody 
can lead you to—then you 
will also see that this liv-
ing thing is what you actu-
ally are—your anger, your 
brutality, your violence, 
your despair, the agony and 
sorrow you live in. In the 
understanding of all this is 
the truth, and you can un-
derstand it only if you know 
how to look at those things 
in your life. And you cannot 
look through an ideology, 
through a screen of words, 
through hopes and fears.

Can you and I, then, bring 
about in ourselves, with-
out any outside influence, 
without any persuasion, 
without any fear of punish-
ment—can we bring about 
in the very essence of our 
being a total revolution, a 
psychological mutation, so 
that we are no longer bru-
tal, violent, competitive, 
anxious, fearful, greedy, 
envious, and all the rest of 
the manifestations of our 
nature which have built up 
the rotten society in which 
we live our daily lives?

J. Krishnamurti is a sage, phi-
losopher, and religious teacher 
who has illumined the lives of 
millions the world over. 

CAN WE BRING ABOUT A TOTAL REVOLUTION?
CHANGE

All outward forms of change brought about by wars, revolutions, reformations, laws, and ideologies have 
failed completely to change the basic nature of man and therefore of society.

J. KRISHNAMURTI

We are each one of us responsible for every war.

RITUALS 

Make something sacred 
in your life

Often, we are bogged down 
by rituals, rules, and regu-
lations. Most people get 
caught up in the propriety 
of the rituals. In ritualistic 
worship, the priest is usu-
ally quite careful about 
not making mistakes. But 
authentic prayer is very 
personal and intimate. It 
cannot be ritualised, pro-
claimed or announced.

A fully realised soul’s ac-
tions and words are often 
beyond the comprehension 
of ordinary folks. A saint’s 
total immersion in divine 
ecstasy has often been mis-
understood by the keepers 
of the faith and labelled as 
heresy and blasphemy.

Sri Ramakrishna Para-
mahansa was the priest 
of the Kali temple at Dak-
shineswar. He never ad-
hered to rituals in the wor-
ship of the divine mother. 
People were aghast at his 
apparent ‘blasphemies’ and 
sacrilege. Initially, he was 
ostracised and even beaten 
for insulting the divine 
mother by sleeping on the 
altar in unwashed clothes, 
giving her food he had al-
ready tasted, and at times 
even worshipping himself 
with the flowers, which he 
later put on the mother’s 
feet. In fact, it was not the 
people, but the benefactor 
of that region and temple, 
Rani Rasmani, who inter-
vened and ordained that 
no one dare harm the saint.

Indeed, most people at 
Dakshineswar did not see 

Sri Ramakrishna as an en-
lightened soul right away. 
Rather, they saw that their 
means of livelihood would 
be lost, in case they angered 
the powerful queen. Thus, 
they indulged him and let 
him be. Of course, Sri Ra-
makrishna was a highly 
evolved soul. It is said that 
the divine mother present-
ed herself in her glorious 
form in front of him. As 
time went by, people re-
alised that his spontaneous 
worship was done out of 

intense bhava, or adoration.
However, ritualistic prac-

tices are important too. 
They pull the mind away 
from worldly activities. But 
it is very important that one 
learns to drop the practice 
once the aim has been 
achieved. You don’t con-
tinue carrying on your head 
the ladder you used to climb 

up, once you have reached 
the roof. That would be ut-
terly foolish.

A silent mind is totally 
open to all possibilities. 
True prayer starts when 
the mind has reached si-
lence. There need not be 
any words or practices in 
the silent mind’s prayer.

We must make something 
sacred in our lives. Sacred-
ness brings gentleness and 
softness to you. When a 
practice becomes sacred, 
it becomes very intimate. 
This intimate and sacred 
practice can become our 
pathway to divinity. That 
can become the source of 
our prayer.

When we pray, we must 
segregate ourselves from 
the rest. What is sacred, 

must be kept secret. In the 
olden days, Gurus gave 
mantras to their chosen 
and deserving disciples. 
The mantras were to be re-
vealed to no one. They were 
to be guarded and kept a 
secret. There was a solemn 
promise and a sacred bond 
between the guru and the 
disciple that was beyond 

the material world. Even 
today, this holy tradition is 
deeply honoured.

The power of the Guru-
disciple bond is immutable 
because the respect for 
tradition is considered the 
most sacred and holy. This 
sacredness brings about a 
spiritual practice so inti-
mate that it gradually pu-
rifies the consciousness of 
the seeker. Holy tradition 
is important. That which 
is sacred creates purified 
practices that raise the con-
sciousness.

Traditions are important, 
but should they become 
more important than one’s 
own joyous freedom to ex-
press oneself? One needs 
to remember that traditions 
should not become so rigid 

that they hurt or harm oth-
ers. Everyone is faithful to 
some ideal. We cannot force 
another person to believe in 
our gods, become faithful to 
our faith, and assent to our 
way of looking at divinity.

Captain Deepam Chatterjee 
(Retd.) is the author of The Mil-
lennial Yogi, Penguin India. 

DEEPAM CHATTERJEE
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Egypt to officially bid to host 2036 olympics

Egypt plans to become the 
first African nation to host the 
Olympics and will launch an 
official bid to host the 2036 
Olympics Games, their youth 
and sports minister Ashraf 

Sobhi announced on Satur-
day.

The move comes after 
Egypt’s president Abdel Fat-
tah Al-Sisi ratified the deci-
sion following a meeting with 
International Olympic Com-
mittee President Thomas 

Bach in Cairo.
Raising the hopes of the 

transcontinental nation’s 
chances of hosting the Games, 
Bach was quoted praising 
Egypt’s sports infrastructure 
and said it would be historic if 
Egypt gets to host the show-

piece event. The summer 
Olympics will be held in Paris 
in 2024, followed by Los An-
geles in 2028 and Brisbane, 
Australia in 2032.

However, it will not be an 
easy task for Egypt to win 
the bid as they will face 

fierce competition as it is be-
ing speculated that countries 
like Germany, Mexico, Tur-
key, Russia, India and Qatar 
are also looking to throw in 
their hat to host the mega 
multi-discipline sporting 
event.

first african nation
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rEtirEmEnt post

Legendary pacer Jhu-
lan Goswami, who 
played her last inter-

national match on Saturday, 
posted an emotional retire-
ment note announcing her 
retirement stating “like ev-
ery journey has an end, my 
cricket journey of over 20 
years ends today.”

Jhulan took to Twitter and 
posted a statement while 
thanking the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India 
(BCCI), Cricket Association 
of Bengal (CAB) and the 
Women’s Cricket Associa-
tion of India for all the sup-
port in her 20 years long 
journey. 

“To my cricket family and 
beyond. So, the day has final-
ly arrived! Like every jour-
ney has an end, my cricket 
journey of over 20 years 
ends today as I announce 
my retirement from all 
forms of cricket. As Ernest 
Hemingway said, ‘It is good 
to have an end to journey 
toward, but it is the journey 
that matters in the end. For 

me, this journey has been 
the most satisfying. It has 
been exhilarating, thrilling 
to say the least adventur-
ous. I have had the honour 
of donning the India jersey 
for over two decades and 
serving my country to the 
best of my abilities. There is 
a sense of pride every time I 
hear the National Anthem 
before a match,” Jhulan said 
in a statement.

“Cricket has given me sev-
eral gifts over the years, the 
greatest and the best, with-
out doubt, have been the 

people I have met along this 
journey. The friends I made, 
my competitors, teammates, 
the journalists I interacted 
with, match officials, board 
administrators and people 
who loved watching me play. 
I have always been honest as 
a cricketer and hope, I have 
been able to contribute to the 
growth of women’s cricket in 
India and the world: I hope 
I have been successful in in-
spiring the next generation 
of girls to play this beautiful 
game,” the legendry pacer 
further added in her state-

ment.
Jhulan said that it was her 

dream to play for the Indian 
team, ever since she watched 
the Women’s World Cup fi-
nal at Eden Gardens back in 
1997.

“Ever since watching the 
Women’s World Cup final at 
Eden Gardens back in 1997, 
it was my dream to play for 
India, and I am thankful to 
the BCCI (Board of Control 
For Cricket In India), CAB 
(Cricket Association Of Ben-
gal), Women’s Cricket Asso-
ciation Of India (WCAI) and 
Air India officials for repos-
ing faith in me and giving me 
the opportunity to fulfil my 
dream,” she added.

Further in her official 
statement, Jhulan thanked 
National Cricket Academy 
(NCA) for helping her heal 
from injuries and expressed 
her gratitude towards the 
coaches, trainers, physios, 
and ground staff, who all 
were integral to her stunning 
journey.

“I want to thank the Na-
tional Cricket Academy 
(NCA) for taking care of my 
injuries and keeping me fit as 

a fiddle over the years. I am 
grateful to all the coaches, 
trainers, physios and ground 
staff who have been an in-
tegral part of this journey. 
A huge shout out to all the 
captains I have played under. 
Their faith in my abilities 
helped build my confidence. 
I want to take a moment to 
thank my family (my par-
ents, siblings) who stood by 
me in every situation. Not to 
forget my friends, who have 
been my best critics and big-
gest supporters. Last but not 
the least, I want to thank my 
childhood coach for having 
backed me in my endeav-
our,” she said. “I also want 
to express my gratitude to-
wards my fans, journalists, 
and broadcasters for back-
ing me and giving wings 
to women’s cricket. I have 
cherished every moment of 
the last 20 years Of my life 
as an international cricketer 
with my teammates on and 
off the field. I have always 
loved your cricket and even 
as I retire as a professional 
player, I will never be too far 
away from you. Thank you,” 
the star pacer said. 
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Indian women’s legendary cricketer Jhulan Goswami.

It is the journey that matters in end: 
Legendary pacer Jhulan Goswami

hEroic doublE ton 

WEst ZonE bEat south ZonE 
to clinch rEcord-brEaking 
19th dulEEp trophy
TDG NETWORK
Coimbatore 

Yashasvi Jaiswal’s incredible 
double hundred and fiery 
spells from Jaydev Unadkat 
and Shams Mulani helped 
Ajinkya Rahane-led West 
Zone beat South Zone by 
294 runs and clinch their 
record-breaking 19th Duleep 
Trophy title here on Sunday.

With this win, West Zone 
has become the most suc-
cessful team in this tourna-
ment’s history with North 
Zone following them with 
18 titles. Coming into the 
match, electing to bat first, 
West Zone put up 270 runs 
on the board. In reply, South 
Zone scored 327/10, taking a 
lead of 57 runs. 

However, tables turned in 
West’s favour as Yashasvi 
Jaiswal led from the front 
and scored a scintillating 265 
to enable his side to put up 
a mammoth 585/4 declared 
in the third innings, taking a 
lead of 528-run lead. 

Chasing 529, South Zone 
did not have a good start as 
they lost four wickets even 
before the score could reach 
100. South’s top-order failed 
completely with Mayank 
Agarwal (14), skipper Hanu-
ma Vihari (1), Baba Aparajith 
(4) and Manish Pandey (14) 
all walking back to the pa-
vilion without troubling the 
scorer much. 

It was Rohan Kunnummal 
and Ricky Bhui who kept 
the scoreboard ticking and 

helped the side cross 100. 
Mulanigot the crucial break-
through, sending back Bhui 
for 13. At this point, West 
was 139/5. Mulani struck a 
deadly blow next and dis-
missed a well-set Kunnum-
mal for 93 to leave South 
Zone reeling at 6/146.

Ravi Teja and Sai Kishore 
combined together and tried 
to steady the ship and helped 
their side cross the 200-run 
mark. But their 57-run stand 
was ended by Chintan Gaja, 
who sent back Sai for seven. 
At this point, South was 
7/203. Ravi Teja brought up 
his half-century but Mulani 
continued his good run trap-
ping him for 53. Rest of the 
batter could not show much 
resistance and they bundled 
out for 234.

Mulani’s 4/51 proved to be 
instrumental in his team’s 
win. Sheth and Unadkat got 
two wickets each. Gaja and 
Kotian got one scalp each.

In their second innings, 
West Zone put up the score 

of 585/4 declared. Jaiswal 
hit 265 off 323 balls with 30 
fours and four sixes. Sarfar-
az Khan (127*), Het Patel (51) 
and Priyank Panchal (40) 
also scored solid knocks.

Krishnappa Gowtham did 
get two wickets but leaked 
runs, going for 235 runs in 
50 overs. Sai Kishore also 
took 2/157. In their first in-
nings, South Zone was bun-
dled out for 327/10. Indra-
jith led the batting from the 
front with a brilliant 118 off 
125 balls with 14 fours. Man-
ish Pandey (48), Krishnappa 
Gowtham (43) and Rohan 
Kunnummal (31) were the 
other notable contributors.

But it was Unadkat who 
did his job the best, taking 
4/52 and not allowing South 
to settle with a massive lead. 
Sheth also took 3/51 and Gaja 
and Kotian took two and one 
scalps each. With this, South 
had a mere 57-run lead in the 
match. Jaiswal earned the 
‘Man of the Match’ title for 
his heroic double ton.

West Zone team with the Duleep trophy.
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Blistering knocks by Virat Kohli, 
Suryakumar Yadav and a late 
cameo of 25* run off 16 balls by 

Hardik Pandya took India to a six-
wicket win against Australia in the 
third and final game to seal the three-
match T20I series 2-1 here at the Ra-
jiv Gandhi International Stadium on 
Sunday. Suryakumar smashed 69 off 
66 balls while Kohli scored 63 off 48 
balls to guide Men in Blue to a thrill-
ing run chase victory. Chasing 187, 
India got off to the worst start as they 
lost their opener KL Rahul on Daniel 
Sams’ delivery. Virat Kohli then came 
out to bat and handled the charge of 
the Indian team with skipper Rohit 
Sharma.

Rohit then tried to ease some pres-
sure and smashed one four and six 
in the Josh Hazlewood’s over. In the 
fourth over of the innings, Pat Cum-
mins gave India a big blow as he dis-
missed skipper Rohit who smashed 
17 runs in 14 balls. Rohit tried to play 
the pull shot but handed an easy 
catch to Daniel Sams on the straight 
down deep backward square leg. 
With the skipper’s wicket, both India 
openers went back to the pavilion in 
under four overs. Suryakumar Yadav 
then came out to bat. Cameron Green 
was then brought into the attack but 
the pacer could not do much as Virat 
Kohli smashed a classy four on the 
very first ball of the spell.

In the 6th over of the innings, Kohli 
slammed one six and four in Hazle-
wood’s spell. Suryakumar then 
joined hands with Kohli to smash 
Australian bowlers all around the 
ground while stealing singles.

With a massive back-to-back 

two sixes in Adam Zampa’s spell, 
Suryakumar brought up his half-cen-
tury. The duo of Kohli and Suryaku-
mar brought up their 100-run part-
nership stand in 59 deliveries as they 
continued their carnage on Austra-
lian bowlers.

Suryakumar looked in great touch 
smashing Hazlewood for one six and 
four, however, his stint was cut short 
as he tried to play a shot on straight 
to long-off but handed an easy catch 
to Aaron Finch for 69 runs in 36 de-
liveries in the 14th over of the match.

Hardik Pandya then came to bat 
on the crease. In the 16th over of the 
innings, Kohli also brought up his 
half-century in 37 deliveries. This 
was Kohli’s 33rd T20I fifty.

India needed 32 runs in 18 balls and 
Pandya and Kohli’s duo smashed 
Cummins for 11 runs in the 18th 
over. In the second last over Pandya 
showed his great skills he slammed a 
six on the very first delivery of Hazle-
wood’s spell.

With 11 runs left to win in the last 
over, Kohli sent the very first delivery 
of Sams for a six but was sent back 
to the pavilion after scoring 63 runs 
in 48 balls. With 5 runs left to win in 
4 balls, Dinesh Karthik came out to 
bat. Sams delivered a wide yorker 
but Hardik cleverly opened the face 
of the bat and sliced this fine with one 
hand to get it to the boundary. With 
a clever boundary, Hardik guided his 
team home to clinch the three-match 
T20I series against Australia.

Earlier, Cameron Green smashed 
52 off 21 and a late blitz of 54 runs by 
Tim David guided Australia to post a 
competitive total of 186/7

For Australia, Cameron Green 
smash 52 off 21 while a blistering 
knock of 54 runs by Tim David pow-

ered Men 
in Yellow 
to a  de-
cent total. 
For  India 
Axar  Patel 
scalped three-
wicket while 
Bhuvneshwar 
K u m a r  a n d 
Harshal Patel 
bagged one wicket 
each.

Put to bat first, Aus-
tralia got off to a flying 
start as opener Cameron 
Green smashed Indian bowlers 
all around the ground, Green 
smashed Bhuvneshwar Kumar for 
a massive six on the second delivery 
of the game, but it was not enough for 
the Australia opener as he slammed 
a stunning four and gathered 12 runs 
in the first over of the innings.

Green in red-hot form continued 
his carnage in the second over to 
smashing two fours piling 11 runs 
in an over. The third over of the in-
nings saw Green hammer a four be-
fore slamming two huge sixes on the 
delivery of Jasprit Bumrah.

Axar Patel was brought into 
the attack he gave his team a big 
breakthrough, dismissing Aar-
on Finch for 7 runs. However, 
the skipper’s wicket did not stop 
Green’s carnage as he slammed 
back-to-back three fours and 
brought up his 19-ball half-
century in the fifth over of 
the game. Bhuvneshwar 
was brought back into 
the attack and the 
pacers gave his team 
a huge breakthrough 
as he dismissed Green. 
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Kohli, SuryaKumar StriKe 
fiftieS aS india regiSter 
6-wicKet win over auStralia

unexpected turn

deepti waS well within 
her rightS to diSmiSS 
dean: Saba Karim

Deepti Sharma. 
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Indian pace spearhead Jhu-
lan Goswami’s last interna-
tional match at the Lord’s 
will remain etched into the 
memories of cricket fans for 
a long time. It was a perfect 
send-off for the stalwart who 
shone with the ball and took 
two important wickets to 
help India Women eke out a 
thrilling 16-run victory over 
England and complete a 3-0 
series sweep.

However, Jhulan’s fairy-
tale swansong took an unex-
pected turn due to the man-
ner in which India won the 
match. Chasing a target of 
170, England were reeling at 
118/9. With 52 still required, 
the pair of Charlie Dean 
and Freya Davies got their 
act together and launched a 
stunning comeback to turn 
the tables on India. The duo 
added 35 runs for the final 
wicket and were in cruise 
control.

It was then Deepti Sharma 
bowling her eighth over did 
the unthinkable and dis-
played great awareness to 
knock over the bails at the 
non-striker end after she no-
ticed Dean leaving the crease 
even before the delivery was 
bowled to run her out.

In contrasting scenes post 
the run out, Indian players 
rushed towards Jhulan to 
congratulate her on a stellar 
career while Dean was dis-
traught and broke into tears.

The dismissal commonly 
known as mankading has 
always been a matter of ar-
gument with certain stigma 
attached to it. 

However, governing body 
of world cricket ICC, in its 
latest reforms in playing con-
ditions has legalised it and 
even Marylebone Cricket 
Club (MCC), official guard-
ian of the law of cricket last 
month moved the dismissal 
from ‘Unfair Play’ to ‘Run 
out’ section.

While Deepti was in her 
right to do so, as expected the 
dismissal divided the cricket 
fraternity with current play-
ers and experts joining in 
the debate as to whether the 
dismissal was ethical or not.

Speaking on the same, for-
mer Indian player and ex-
BCCI selector Saba Karim 
threw his weight behind the 

Indian spinner and said that 
if ICC has legalised it then 
there should be no hue and 
cry over the incident.

“I think Deepti Sharma 
was absolutely right in tak-
ing this call. It is for her to 
figure out what the batter 
was trying to do. And if she 
felt that the batter was trying 
to steal some more mileage 
by backing up so far ahead 
of the popping crease, then 
she is well within her rights 
to go for this kind of dismiss-
al,” Saba told in an exclusive 
chat during the World Cup 
build-up show presented by 
Dafanews on NewsX.      

“And since now it is incor-
porated by the ICC, there is 
nothing illegal in it as it is a 
legally accepted dismissal. I 
am perfectly fine with Deep-
ti’s choice this time around,” 
he further added.

odi SerieS

Kuldeep’S hatricK, 
Shaw’S KnocK 
help india a beat 
new Zealand a
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Kuldeep Yadav’s valiant ef-
forts of a four-wicket haul 
with hattrick followed by 
Prithvi Shaw’s knock of 77 
helped the Indian A team 
win the ODI series 2-0 with 
one game remaining here at 
the MA Chidambaram Sta-
dium on Sunday.

Prithvi Shaw’s 77 runs off 
48 deliveries and Ruturaj 
Gaikwad’s 30 runs helped 
India A, chasing 220, put up 
an opening stand of 82 runs 
for the Indian team. For Ki-
wis Logan van Beek scalped 
three conceding 46 runs 
while Jacob Duffy bagged 
two wickets. India A led the 
three-match series 2-0. Rishi 
Dhawan (22) and Shardul 
Thakur (25) also contributed 
to India’s four-wicket victory 
despite India losing wickets 
in the middle.

Earlier, spinner Kuldeep 
Yadav bagged a hattrick 
against New Zealand A on 
Sunday and all thanks to 

his amazing game, India-A 
bundled out the Kiwis for 
just 219 runs.

Yadav bagged the wick-
ets of Logan van Beek, Joe 
Walker and Jacob Duffy in 
the 47th over of the innings. 
In the match, Yadav picked a 
four-wicket haul while tak-
ing a hat trick. Kuldeep took 
a hat-trick in the 47th over of 
the innings.

First, he got Logan van 
Beek out caught by Prithvi 
Shaw on the fourth ball. 
Then on the next ball, Kul-
deep also walked Joe Walker. 
Walker’s catch was caught 
by captain Sanju Samson. 
On the last ball, Kuldeep 
completed a hat-trick by lbw 
to Jacob Duffy. Kuldeep took 
four wickets for 51 runs in 10 
overs.

For New Zealand A, 
Rachin Ravindra smashed 
61 runs in 65 balls while Joe 
Carter slammed 72 runs in 
80 balls. For India, Rahul 
Chahar bagged two wickets 
while Raj Bawa and Umran 
Malik took one wicket each. 

Kuldeep Yadav. 

four-year term

Umar Kremlev to continue as chief 
of International Boxing Association
TDG NETWORK
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Russia’s Umar Kremlev will 
continue as the chief of the 
International Boxing As-
sociation after the delegates 
at its extraordinary meeting 
in Armenia decided against 
holding new elections.

Kremlev will hold on to his 
position for a four-year term.

Boris van der Vorst of Neth-
erlands who was harbouring 
dreams of replacing Kremlev 
was in for a rude shock as 106 
National Federations rejected 
the proposal election regard-
ing fresh voting. Only 36 
National Federations voted 
in favour of the move while 
four remained absent. 

A total of 74.65% voted in 
the Russian’s favour while 

25.35% aligned with the 
Dutch. Earlier Vorst had 
successfully challenged a 
decision of the Boxing In-
dependent Integrity Unit to 
prevent him from running 
at the previous extraordi-
nary congress in Istanbul at 
the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport (CAS).

While the situation seems 
to be normal as of yet, it re-
mains to be seen what would 
be the fate of boxing in Los 
Angeles Olympics 2028 as 
International Olympic Com-
mittee has warned IBA quite 
a few times in the past over 
the governance of the cur-
rent regime including the 
integrity of the judges and 
financial sustainability of 
the organisation.Chief of the International Boxing Association Umar Kremlev.

online cheSS tournament

Magnus leads Arjun in finals of 
Julius Baer Cup
TDG NETWORK
New york 

World champion Magnus 
Carlsen stayed on course to 
win the Julius Baer Genera-
tion Cup rapid online chess 
tournament after winning 
two and drawing one against 
India’s Grandmaster Arjun 
Erigaisi in the first set of four 
games here. The World No.1 
from Norway now holds a 
2.5-0.5 advantage over the 
teen Indian grandmaster 
and would need to secure 
a tie in the next set to be 
played late today to win the 
prestigious event. While it is 
a steep climb for Arjun from 
here it is not impossible for 
him as he needs to win the 
next four-set game to force a 
tie-breaker.

Carlsen began on a domi-
nating note and won the first 
match in 40 moves followed 
by picking up a 29-move 
victory. Carlsen did not take 
much risk and settled for a 
draw to go into the final day 
of the tournament with the 
momentum on his side.

“I’m a bit disappointed 
with my play and with the 
result but it’s going to help 
me for sure so I take it as a 
positive thing. I have been 
telling myself not to think 
too much about the fact that 
I am playing against Magnus 
and just try to play as if it’s 
any other opponent,” Arjun 
was quoted. Earlier, the In-
dian had beaten Vietnam’s 
Liem Quang Le to qualify 
for the finals of the USD 
150,000 tournament.World champion Magnus Carlsen.

aStoniShing timing

Eliud Kipchoge 
wins Berlin 
Marathon, sets 
new world record
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Star Kenya marathoner Eli-
ud Kipchoge won the Berlin 
Marathon with an astonish-
ing time of 2:01.09 hours to 
set up a new world record 
here on Sunday.

Kipchoge bettered his own 
world record by 30 seconds 
that he set at the same event 
in 2018.

This was the 37-year-old 
celebrated long distance 
runners’ 15th career wins. In 
a two-decade-old career, the 
Kenyan is a two-time Olym-
pic champion (2016& 2020). 
He has won 10 major mara-
thons across the world as 
well as capturing the world 
championship in 2003.

On an overcast day, Kip-
choge was in his elements 
from the word go and only 
few on the grid could match 
his intensity.

Ethiopia’s Andamlak Be-
lihu stayed hot on his heels 
for a considerable amount 
of time but later buckled 
and fell behind as the Ke-
nyan cruised his way to yet 
another sensational victory. 
Kipchoge had come agonis-
ingly close in setting a new 
record at the Tokyo Mara-
thon in March as well only 
to miss out on the mark by 
just a minute.  

His compatriot Mark Korir 
finished second to register a 
one-two finish for Kenya, 
while Ethiopian Tadu Abate 
ended third.

Star Kenya marathoner Eliud Kipchoge.


