
The political drama in 
Rajasthan on Mon-
day intensified with 

pulls and pressures of pro-
Gehlot lobby and the Con-
gess headquarters. As many 
as 100 MLAs, known to be 
loyalists of Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot, re-
mained adamant that Sachin 
Pilot whom they termed as a 
‘traitor’ cannot be the next 
Chief Minister in case Gehlot 
moves to Delhi as party Pres-
ident. However, the open 
show of rebellion antago-
nised the party bigwigs in 
New Delhi and interim chief 
Sonia Gandhi asked party 
observers to file report on 

the whole episode. Sources 
said that Gehlot is not going 
to be the Gandhi family pick 
for the Congress President 
any more.  

As the Congress seeks to 
tide over the political crisis 
in Rajasthan triggered by 
efforts to find a successor 
to Chief Minister Gehlot, 
sources said status quo will 
be maintained till the pro-
cess is over for filing nomi-
nations. 

“Status-quo to be main-
tained till Congress presi-
dent election nominations. 
Decision on issuing of show 
cause notices to miffed 
MLAs, vocal in public, will 
be taken after interim chief 
takes action on report by ob-
servers,” a source said. 

With party observers 
slamming some actions of 
loyalists of Gehlot, sources 
said decision on issuing 
show cause notices to miffed 
MLAs, who have been vocal 
in public, will be taken after 
Sonia looks into the report. 
AICC observers will submit 
a written report to Congress 
interim chief Sonia Gandhi, 
most possibly on Tuesday.

“Mallikarjun Kharge and 
I briefed Congress chief ev-
erything about our meeting 
in Rajasthan in detail. Now 
she has asked us for a writ-
ten report that will be given 
to her by tonight or tomor-
row,” Ajay Maken, an ob-
server told reporters. 

Earlier during the day, 
three ministers, all Gehlot 

loylists, met observers to put 
forward three conditions. 

They demanded that a de-
cision on a CLP resolution 
should be after declaration 
of Congress presidential 
poll results on 19 October. 
Rejecting the condition, ob-
servers said a resolution is 
not passed with conditions 
and also noted that any such 
move will be “a conflict of in-
terest” for Gehlot. 

Observers said the min-
isters also demanded that 
MLAs should meet them 
in groups and this was not 
acceptable. “We wanted to 
meet every MLA individu-
ally so that the decision is 
free and fair,” observers said. 

The three ministers also 
said that successor to Gehlot 

should be chosen from 
among 102 MLAs, who had 
stood by him during the cri-
sis in 2020. Gehlot govern-
ment had faced political cri-
sis in 2020 over demands led 
by Sachin Pilot and MLAs 
loyal to him.

The party hoped that the 
MLAs would find a way 
out of the political crisis. 
“We have no idea how many 
MLAs have tendered their 
resignations. We hope that 
all the Congress MLAs will 
sit and talk and find a way 
out,” Maken said. 

A legislative party meet-
ing was scheduled on 
Sunday evening at the 
residence of Chief Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot in the 
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The Rajasthan drama 
seems to have overtaken 
the Congress Presidential 
election. One fallout is that 
Ashok Gehlot is no longer 
the Gandhi family’s official 
candidate for the post. Con-
gress sources claim that the 
Gandhis are busy scouting 
for another candidate, and 
that they have been advised 
(some say by Prashant 
Kishor who has kept his line 
of communication open with 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra) that 
they should opt for a Dalit 
face. Hence the names of 
Malikarjun Kharge, Mukul 
Wasnik and Sushil Kumar 
Shinde are doing the rounds 

at 24 Akbar Road. Of these, 
Kharge is the most trusted 
but he is too obvious a rub-
ber stamp. Not that this has 
bothered the Gandhis earlier 
but it does take away from 
the optics of a democratic 
election. On another note, till 
date Shashi Tharoor has not 
been able to find the requisite 
10 PCC delegates to propose 
his name as no one wants to 
take on the High Command 
and endorse anyone who 
doesn›t have the Gandhis› 
blessings, though he may 
have got Sonia Gandhi›s nod. 

Former Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister Kamal 
Nath›s name is also doing 
the rounds as he was sum-
moned to Delhi to meet Sonia 
Gandhi earlier this evening. 

While Kamal Nath is a vet-
eran Congress leader who 
would be acceptable to all the 
camps within the Congress, 
from the G 23 to the loyalists, 
from Gehlot to Sachin Pilot; 
will Rahul Gandhi trust him 
enough with the family seat? 
That is a key question. Also, 
Kamal Nath is not too keen to 
come to the centre for he has 
been busy crafting a Con-
gress comeback in Madhya 
Pradesh and the party did 
very well in the recent pan-
chayat elections under his 
leadership. Nath could also 
be used by the Gandhis to 
reach out to Gehlot for he is 
one of the few who has the 
stature to chalk out a com-
promise in Rajasthan. 

Nearly a month after his exit from the 
Congress, former Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad 

on Monday announced the name of 
his new political outfit as ‘Democratic 
Azad Party’. 

Announcing the name of the new 
party at a press conference here, Azad 
said that the outfit will be secular, 

democratic and independent from 
any influence. Stressing that the par-
ty would have “no age bar”, he said, 

“Youth and veterans would co-exist in 
the party”.

The Uttarakhand Police, 
which is probing the hor-
rific Ankita Bhandari mur-
der, said on Monday that a 

forensic team had already 
collected evidence from ac-
cused Pulkit Arya’s Vanatara 
resort in Rishikesh before il-
legal constructions at the site 
were demolished through 
bulldozer action. 

“Even before the bulldozers 
started on Vanatara Resort, 
the forensic team had col-
lected all the evidence present 
there, after examining the re-
sort closely. All the evidence 
found there during the foren-

sic investigation is safe and 
analysis of that evidence is 
underway,” DIG P Renuka 
Devi, in charge of the SIT 
probing the Ankita Bhan-
dari murder case, told ANI. 

The Supreme Court’s Con-
stitution bench hearings will 
be live-streamed from Tues-
day when it will hear a few 
important cases including 
Maharashtra political crisis. 
The hearing of the Constitu-
tion bench can be proceed-
ings can be watched on the 
Supreme Court’s own plat-
form webcast.gov.in/scin-
dia/ In a historic move, the 
Supreme Court decided last 
week to hold live-streaming 
of all the Constitution bench 
hearings from September 27. 
Tomorrow, three Constitu-
tion benches will sit and 
hear the cases relating to 
pleas challenging the Cen-
tre’s decision to grant a 10 
per cent quota for the EWS 
category in admissions and 
jobs, the Maharashtra politi-
cal crisis, and control of ad-
ministrative services in Delhi. 
A five-judge bench headed by 
Chief Justice of India UU Lalit 
will hear pleas challenging 

Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh chief Mohan Bhag-
wat, while stating that there 
is “no particular definition 
of Hindu”, said that the 

terms “Bharatiya” (Indian) 
and “Hindu” are synonyms, 
and added that it (Hindu) 
is a “geo-cultural identity”. 
Bhagwat said that India had 
lost its freedom in the past be-
cause of “forgetting” its “civi-

In what was a clear snub to 
China, External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar avoided 
holding any bilateral meet-
ing with his Chinese counter-
part Wang Yi on the sidelines 
of United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA) sessions 

in New York. Top diplo-
matic sources told The Daily 
Guardian that Beijing keenly 
wanted a bilateral interac-
tion between Jaishankar and 
Wang, for which the Chinese 
diplomats were reaching out 

As the fast-paced political 
developments unfolds all 
through the day, one thing 
is clear that the gap between 
AICC and Ashok Gehlot 
camp has widened as both 

are practically standing on 
opposition poles. The day-
long development suggests 
that Gehlot highly unlikely 
will contest the presidential 
poll, so chances of him mov-
ing to Delhi is very less. Ma-
jority of the MLAs are with 
Gehlot, for sure. They want 

Gehlot to remain the Chief 
Minister as he is not going 
to be the party President 
now. 

The MLAs also want the 
party goes to next assembly 
elections under Gehlot’s 
leadership only. 

P2 P2

P2

P2

P2 P2

P2

P2

TDG NeTwork
Shillong:

T. BrAJeSH
nEW DElhi

PriyA SAHGAl 
nEW DElhi

TDG NeTwork
nEW DElhi/jaipur

AJiT MANDolA
nEW DElhi

TDG NeTwork
jammu

TDG NeTwork
nEW DElhi

TDG NeTwork
DEhraDun

top of the day

pm in tokyo to 
attend shinzo 
abe’s state 
funeral
nEW DElhi: Taking to 
Twitter, prime minister 
narendra modi wrote, “i 
am traveling to Tokyo 
tonight to participate in the 
State Funeral of former pm 
Shinzo abe, a dear friend 
and a great champion of 
india-japan friendship.” “i 
will be conveying heartfelt 
condolences to prime 
minister Kishida and mrs 
abe on behalf of all indians. 
We will continue work-
ing to further strengthen 
india-japan relations as 
envisioned by abe San,” pm 
added. Earlier in the day, 
Foreign secretary Vinay 
Kwatra said this trip is an 
opportunity for pm modi 
to honour the memory 
of his dear friend and a 
champion of india-japan 
ties. according to Foreign 
Secretary Kwatra, the total 
duration of pm modi’s visit 
to japan is between 12-16 
hours. During the visit, he 
will attend the state funeral 
ceremony at Budokan, 
followed by a greeting oc-
casion at akasaka palace.

no let-up in 
rupee fall, 
touches another 
lifetime low
nEW DElhi: Continu-
ing with the depreciation, 
rupee slipped further from 
the past week’s low and 
hit another lifetime low on 
monday morning. This con-
sistent depreciation follows 
the ongoing strengthening 
of the uS dollar index for a 
two-decade, on hopes that 
demand for safe-haven 
currency such as the dollar 
would pick up. 

In absence of Ashok Gehlot, 10 Janpath may 
opt for a Dalit face as Congress President who 
will be non-Gandhis, but pro-Gandhis.

The Chinese side wanted a one-on-one 
interaction between the two ministers 
but EAM expressed his reluctance in an 
attempt to give Beijing a strong message 
on its misdeeds along LAC and at UNSC.
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‘Hindu’ a geo-cultural identity, equals 
to ‘Bharatiya’, says Bhagwat

lizational 
motto and values”. 

Addressing a 
public meeting 

here on Sunday, Bhagwat 
said, “We are an ancient 
nation since time immemo-
rial, but due to forgetting 
our civilizational motto and 
values, we lost our freedom. 
Our binding force among one 
another is our inherent faith 
in our age-old values which 
lies in spirituality. These val-
ues of this country’s eternal 
civilization had been named 

as Hindutva by people out-
side our country. We are 
Hindus, but there is no par-
ticular definition of Hindu, 
although it’s our identity. 
Both the terms Bharatiya and 
Hindu are synonyms. It is a 
geo-cultural identity in fact”. 
The RSS chief said that the 
organisation teaches to make 
sacrifices for the country 
while also giving up one’s 

“individual selfish ends”. 
“In the one-hour Sangh 
shakhas, people learn about 
these benevolent values and 

duty to the motherland,” 
Bhagwat said. “The RSS 
draws this tradition of sac-
rifice from this country’s an-
cient history. Our ancestors 
had visited different lands 
beyond and had departed 
the same values to Japan, 
Korea, Indonesia and many 
other countries. We are fol-
lowing the same tradition 
even today.” 

Stating the instances of 
‘Vaccine Maitri’ and India’s 
aid to economic crisis-hit Sri 
Lanka, Bhagwat said that In-

dia served humanity in these 
instances. 
“Our ancestors have done 
great things... We taught 
Mathematics, Science and 
Ayurveda... Even today we 
do the same, who helped Sri 
Lanka during the crisis and 
provided them loans. India 
did. Who gave vaccines to 
the world in Covid? We did,” 
he said. 

The RSS chief emphasised 
how the Sangh for five gen-
erations with the help of 
workers has contributed in 

the national reconstruction 
work for years. 

Bhagwat stressed on help-
ing India proceed towards 

“all-round development” and 
said that the mission of the 
RSS is to make society organ-
ised for the purpose. “Sangh 
is not just another organisa-
tion working for making the 
organisation itself strong, but 
the real mission is to make 
this society organised in 
order to make Bharat attain 
her all-round development,” 
he said. 

to their In-
dian counterparts 
as well. “However, 
the EAM did not 

accept the request to hold 
one-on-one with Wang Yi on 
the UNGA sidelines,” sourc-
es said. “Jaishankar decided 
not to hold talks with Wang 
with the sole objective to 
send out a clear cut message 
about New Delhi’s displea-
sure over Beijing’s misdeeds 
along LAC and at the UNSC 
where it blocked the pro-
posals seeking blacklisting 
of Pakistan-based terrorists 
on several occasions.

B e f o r e  a t t e n d i n g 
BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China, and South Africa) 
foreign ministers’ meeting 
in New York on Thursday, 
Jaishankar just shook hands 
with Wang just for ‘photo op’ 
in what is just a customary 
practice.  “But EAM did not 
go for any one-on-one talks 
with the Chinese foreign 
minister as holding a talk 
would have diluted India’s 
strong stand against Beijing 
vis-à-vis its bid to block pro-
posal to blacklist terrorists at 
UNSC,” sources said. “Dur-
ing the BRICS meeting, Jais-
hankar used the opportunity 
to remind his counterparts 
from the group member 
countries including China 
that territorial integrity and 
written pacts on sovereignty 
of other nations must be re-
spected,” sources said.

Just a few days ago, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi also 
chose not to interact with 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
at the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisastion (SCO) summit 
at Samarkand in Uzbekistan. 
There have been no bilateral 
meetings between China 
and India at several recent 
multilateral events in what 

is viewed as New Delhi’s 
strategy to send out a strong 
message to Beijing.

Jaishankar planned more 
than 50 meetings on the 
sidelines of UNGA but 
China was not included in 
the list of one-on-one inter-
actions. This particular fact 
must have given a much 
stronger message to China, 
say officials. Also, Jaishan-
kar took a veiled dig at China 
over its putting on hold the 
blacklisting of Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) terrorist Sajid 
Mir as a “global terrorist”. 
Sajid Mir is India’s most 
wanted terrorist and was 
involved in the 2008 Mum-
bai attacks. Jaishankar said 
some countries have fa-
cilitated impunity “when it 
comes to sanctioning some 
of the world’s most dreaded 
terrorists.” Jaishankar said 
politics should never ever 
provide cover to evade ac-
countability. “Nor indeed to 
facilitate impunity. Regretta-
bly, we have seen this of late 
in this very chamber, when 
it comes to sanctioning some 
of the world’s most dreaded 
terrorists.” 

The fresh crisis in the Rajasthan 
Congress has again raised ques-
tions on the high command, par-
ticularly Priyanka Gandhi Vadra. 
In fact, Priyanka’s involvement in 
any party matter has harmed the 
organisation rather than doing 
any good to it.

The party’s miserable condition 
in UP testifies to it. The Congress 
is already fighting for its exis-
tence in Punjab. And now comes 
the turn of Rajasthan.

Perhaps, Congress interim 
president Sonia Gandhi seems 
to be blindly following what 
her son and daughter are saying. 
Surprisingly, the Gandhi family 
is relying on those who spared no 
effort to topple the Congress gov-
ernment in Rajasthan two years 

ago, and betraying the trust of a 
leader like Ashok Gehlot who has 
so far been the most trustworthy 
for the Gandhis. Speculation is 
rife about “a deal” for Rajasthan 
like Punjab. Despite all resis-
tance, Navjot Singh Sidhu had 
been made Congress president 
in Punjab. Then Charanjit Singh 
Channi was made CM, leading 
to marginalisation of the party in 
Punjab.

The obstinacy of Rahul and Pri-
yanka compelled a stalwart, Am-
arinder Singh, to quit Congress. 
Despite losing most states, the 
high command is still not ready 
to learn its lessons. Rajasthan 
is the latest case. Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot struggled a lot to 
save the government in Rajasthan 
in 2020 when led by Sachin Pilot 
rebels made efforts to topple the 
government. 

Now, again Pilot camp is ac-
tive, trying to foment troubles 
for Gehlot, who is already grap-
pling with challenges resulting 
from the pandemic and internal 
fighting.

Former Congress leader Sunil 
Jakhar once said that Rajasthan is 
such a state under Congress rule 
where Ashok Gehlot has to keep 
reminding that he is the CM.

Gehlot is aware that the high 
command, particularly Priyanka, 
protected those who were behind 
the bid to topple the government. 
Unfortunately, the Gandhi family 
ignored the fact that it is Gehlot 
who stood by the party when-
ever there was a crisis during 
his 45 years association with the 
Congress. Gehlot has been one 
of the most trustworthy leaders 
for the Gandhi family ever since 
Sonia took over the party’s charge. 

Gehlot defended Gandhis when 
disgruntled leaders targeted 
them. The Udaipur brainstorm-
ing was organised on the sugges-
tion of Gehlot when the Gandhis 
were questioned after five state 
defeats. It was Gehlot who had 
then given the message that there 
was no challenge to the Gandhi 
family. Everything has been calm 
since then.  

But now suddenly, Gehlot’s 
name was proposed for Con-
gress president post. Gehlot had 
accepted it in a meeting with So-
nia in August. Sources say Gehlot 
was assured that the CM will be 
of his choice. Gehlot led from the 
front during all demonstrations 
and stirs against price rise. The 
anti-inflation rally was also made 
a grand success by him on 4 Sep-
tember at Ramlila Maidan.

In fact, the suspicion began 

when “Sachin Pilot as CM’’ cam-
paign started gaining momentum 
soon after Sonia and Priyanka re-
turned from abroad. Gehlot will 
be sidelined by being appointed 
party president was the message.  
Realising the politics, Gehlot said 
that he would continue as CM as 
well. He met Rahul and Sonia in 
this regard.

Meanwhile, Sachin started 
meeting with MLAs to woo sup-
port.

But Gehlot loyalists somehow 
realised that the high command 
is siding with those who sought 
to dislodge the government 
in 2020.  State in charge Ajay 
Maken visited the state for the 
party’s formal practice of ‘one line 
resolution’ authorising the Gan-
dhi family to appoint a new CM. 
After his return to Delhi with the 
resolution, Sachin would have 

been declared CM. Gehlot’s res-
ignation before nomination for 
president post would have been 
taken.

So, the pro-Gehlot MLAs sent 
their resignations to the speaker, 
leading to a situation where 
the high command’s move for 
a smooth power transition in 
Rajasthan got stalled. This has 
been seen for the first time in the 
history of Indian politics that the 
high command had to face the 
displeasure of the majority of 
legislators like this. So, Rahul and 
Priyanka’s obstinacy has plunged 
the state into a big crisis. In fact, 
what the BJP wanted seems to 
have happened. A big section of 
the Congress is wondering how 
the high command committed 
the mistake of Punjab yet again. 
Congress’ condition will worsen 
if Rajasthan goes the Punjab way.

What will 
happen in 

Rajasthan? Ajay 
Maken who was 
sent as an ob-

server to oversee the change 
of guard from Gehlot to Sa-
chin Pilot left Jaipur without 
meeting Gehlot. After a two 
hour meeting at 10, Janpath, 
Maken briefed the media 
stating that he and Kharge 
had been asked to prepare 
a report which they would 
submit to Sonia Gandhi 
the next day. This is clearly 
a tactic to delay for every-
one knows what happened 
in Rajasthan. As many as 
90 of the 102 MLAs went 
public with their decision 
to resign if Gehlot was to 
be removed as CM.  Given 
this kind of support, can the 
party high command afford 
to take strict disciplinary 
action against Gehlot and 
risk losing the state govern-
ment? The only face saving 
compromise here could be if 
Gehlot agrees to a nominee 
that is acceptable to both him 
and Sachin Pilot›s camp. In 
which case, CP Joshi, Speak-
er of the Rajasthan Assembly 
could well emerge as the con-
sensus candidate. 

The conspiracy theorists 
within the party claim that 

this is going according to 
script. That Rahul Gandhi 
had an inkling of Ashok 
Gehlot›s true nature four 
years ago when Gehlot re-
fused the offer to be organ-
isational general secretary 
and wanted to go to the state 
as Chief Minister. So the spin 
is that the one reason why 
Rahul Gandhi insisted on a 
change of guard at Rajathan 
before the Presidential polls 
was to see if Gehlot would ex-
pose himself or prove to be 
a loyal soldier. Having been 
burnt by the Narasimha 
Rao and Sitaram Kesri ex-
periments, the Gandhis are 
very wary of vacating the top 
job for anyone other than a 
loyalist who can be remote 
controlled. And the events in 
Rajasthan have proved that 
Gehlot is not so malleable. In 
fact, some within the Con-
gress do not rule out Rahul 
Gandhi›s candidature at the 
last minute, orchestrated by 
a chorus of loyal sycophants. 
But, those who know Rahul 
well state that he is very firm 
about having a non-Gandhi 
occupy the President›s chair. 
The only catch is that it has 
to be a very pliable pro-Gan-
dhis non-Gandhi. As Gehlot 
has shown, that is easier fan-
tasied about, than delivered. 
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Sachin 
Pilot, another 
protagonist in 
the state politics, 
is not going to a 

choice for Chief Minister 
considering the latest state 
of affairs. Sources said Sa-
chin does not have more 
than 10-12 MLAs while 
Gehlot has openly flexed 
muscle with more than 90 
MLAs. Caste equation is 
also not in favour of Sachin. 
So, Sachin’s political fortune 
is not going to be majorly af-
fected with the latest ups 
and downs. 

AICC is in a real mess and 
surely groping in the dark. 
It does not have guts to go 
against Gehlot completely 
despite a sort of rebellion 
by his follower-MLAs. The 
party bigwigs in Delhi 
know it cannot tamper 
much with Rajasthan and 
Gehlot although the situa-
tion that has been unfolding 
since Sunday has put the 
party on the mat.  The party 
is embarrassed, but it has 
little option left to go against 
Gehlot completely. 

Azad also 
unveiled 

the flag of the 
Democratic Azad 
Party. The flag 

has three colours - mustard, 
white and blue.  “Mustard 
colour indicates creativity 
& unity in diversity, white 
indicates peace & blue indi-
cates freedom, open space, 
imagination & limits from 
the depths of the ocean 
to the heights of the sky,” 
Azad said in a tweet. 
“Around 1,500 names for 
my new party were sent to 
us, in Urdu, and Sanskrit. 
The mix of Hindi and Urdu 
is ‘Hindustani’. We wanted 
the name to be democratic, 
peaceful and independent,” 
Azad said. 
“Our priority is to get the 
party registered. But since 

elections (in  Jammu and 
Kashmir) can happen any-
time, related developments 
would continue,” the for-
mer J&K chief minister said, 
without revealing too many 
details.  

Earlier, Azad said that his 
party would focus on the 
restoration of full statehood, 
right to land, and employ-
ment to native domicile. 

Azad then also said that 
the first unit of his politi-
cal outfit would be formed 
in Jammu and Kashmir in 
view of impending assem-
bly polls. “My party will 
focus on the restoration of 
full statehood, right to land, 
and employment to native 
domicile,” he added. 

Azad had ended his de-
cades long association with 
the Congress on 26 August. 

the EWS 
quota case.

Justice DY Chan-
drachud-led bench 

will hear the petitions filed by 
both the Uddhav Thackeray-
led camp and Eknath Shinde 
group on the issue of the 
Maharashtra political crisis. 
While a bench headed by Jus-
tice Sanjay Kishan Kaul will 
hear the plea of the Delhi gov-
ernment on the contentious 
issue of who should control 
administrative services in 
Delhi over the transfers and 
postings of officers in the na-

tional capital.
Today, CJI said that the 

Supreme Court will have its 
own platform to live-stream 
its proceedings and the use of 
YouTube is temporary.
“These are the initial stages. 

We will certainly have our 
own platforms... We will 
take care of that (copyright 
issue),” he said while a law-
yer told the apex court that 
the copyright of the top 
court proceedings could not 
be surrendered to private 
platforms like YouTube. 
Last 

Protests 
in various parts 
of the state were 
reported after 

19-year-old Ankita Bhandari 
was murdered. Expelled BJP 
leader Vinod Arya’s son Pul-
kit Arya is an accused in the 
case. The body of 19-year-old 
Ankita Bhandari was recov-
ered on September 24 from 

the Chilla canal in Rishikesh. 
The incident sparked mas-

sive outrage and angry locals 
had even set the resort afire. 
Before that, portions of the 
resort were bulldozed by 
the local authorities who 
claimed they were illegally 
constructed. 

The incident of the resort 
being set ablaze and the 

earlier bulldozer action had 
also triggered fears that cru-
cial evidence may have been 
destroyed. 

Meanwhile, an intervention 
application was filed in the 
Supreme Court on Monday 
seeking the abolition of a 
century-old practice of the 
Revenue Police System in 
Uttarakhand in the wake of 

politiCS amid 
feStivitieS
It is Durga Puja time in 
West Bengal. Amid the 
festivities all around, 
Union Culture Ministry 
and West Bengal gov-
ernment are on a differ-
ent turf war. As Durga 
Puja is nominated in the 
UNESCO’s Representa-
tive List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity, Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee 
organized a grand show 
recently to celebrate the 
UN body’s recognition. 
Union Culture Ministry 
has also organized a 
programme at Indian 
Museum in Kolkata to 
honour a select group 
of artisans who are 
intimately involved in 
Durga Puja celebra-
tion. In the meantime, 
Union Culture minister 
Meenakhshi Lekhi has 
also landed in Kolkata 
to felicitate artisans. 
Mamata government 
does not want Centre 
takes the credit, so 
parallel programmes 
are being organized 
simultaneously. 

SaChin’S 
dream to be 
realized? 
As Rahul Gandhi made 
it clear that if Ashok 
Gehlot becomes Con-
gress President he has 
to quit the Chief Minis-
ter’s post. The party had 
taken this decesion in 
Udaypur Chintan Shibir 
which was supported 
by Gehlot too. Gehlot 
probably never thought 
that resolution will 
come as blow to him. 
In Congress, the buzz 
is that a plan to make 
Sachin Pilot next Chief 
Minister was done 
quietly and Gandhis had 
made it clear to Pilot 
that once Gehlot shifts 
to Delhi with ‘greater 
resposibility’, Pilot may 
be declared as next 
Chief Minister of Rajas-
than. Question remains 
whether Gehlot will al-
low a smooth transition 
of baton is to be keenly 
watched. Opposition 
BJP is also waiting in 
the wings as the drama 
unfolds.

‘magiCian’ 
dhankhar 
Recently a function 
was organised in Jai-
pur to felicitate newly-
elected Vice President 
Jagdeep Dhankhar 
where legislators from 
both Congress and BJP 
were present. Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
openly asked Vice 
President how he man-
aged to get indirect 
support of West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee who used to 
criticise him almost 
every day. Gehlot also 
reminded him that 
he was a magician by 
profession once. “So 
what magic did you do 
with Mamata that he 
supported your candi-
dature?” Vice President 
replied before moving 
to West Bengal as Gov-
ernor, he took advice of 
BJP leader Vasundhara 
Raje Scindia how to 
deal an angry Mamata! 

on the radar

Gautam lahiri

AJIT MAINDOLA
NEW DELHI

presence of the observers, which was 
attended by Sachin Pilot and his camp 

MLAs, however, the Gehlot loyalists had held a 
meeting with Cabinet Minister Shanti Dhariwal 
at his residence, following which over 90 MLAs 

had submitted their resignations to Speaker CP Joshi.   
“Among the 102 MLAs who stood firmly with Sonia Gandhi, 
someone should be elected CM. Shanti Dhariwal and senior 
MLAs like Pratap Khachariawas and Mahesh Joshi put this 
thing loudly in front of the observers, the observers assured 
them that they had come only to take opinion and after taking 
everyone’s opinion, Congress President Sonia Gandhi will 
take the decision,” the sources said. Observers made it clear 
to the defiant MLAs that a decision on leadership in the state 
will be taken in Delhi and not Jaipur. 
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Strategy 

PraShant KiShor maKeS different 
Pitch: Statehood for Vidarbha 

Prashant  Kishor who 
knows the mathematics of 
politics, will now chalk out 
a policy for the creation of 
separate Vidarbha state in 
Maharashtra. Kishor had 
recently attended a meet-
ing of Vidarbha Rajya Jan 
Andolan Samiti under the 
leadership of BJP’s former 
MLA Ashish Deshmukh, 
said that he would stand 
by Deshmukh for the state-
hood of Vidarbha with full 
devotion and strength. .

Kishor said that it is nec-
essary to intensify this 

movement and reach its 
voice to Delhi. To achieve 
the goal, a comprehensive 
strategy is necessary for 
Vidarbha, said Kishor. In 
the process, the strategist 
has made a strong model 
of 100 days which will be 
presented to the people of 
Vidarbha for their sugges-
tions. Kishor said for the 
formation of the state, he 
does not need any political 
party. 

“To implement the strat-
egy, the support and bless-
ings of the people would be 
enough,” he added.  

The condition of Vidarb-
ha is similar to Bihar, said 

Kishore. “At this time if it 
comes to the formation of 
a small state in the country, 
then Vidarbha comes at the 
top of the order, and this is 
an old movement.

Kishor also came down 
heavily on BJP for ignoring 
the aspirations and feelings 
of the people of Vidarbha. 
“They only talk, but do 
nothing,” said Kishor.   

It is expected that the 
movement for the forma-
tion of state of Vidarbha 
will gain momentum again 
before the 2024 elections. 
In earlier polls too Vidarb-
ha has been one of the main 
issues. 

tDG nEtwORK 
NEW DELHI

tough Stand 

Govt bans 10 YouTube channels for 
communal disharmony

The Indian government on 
Monday ordered the banning 
of 10 YouTube channels for 
hateful speech against reli-
gious communities in an at-
tempt to spread communal 
disharmony in the country. 

As per the inputs available 
from the intelligence agen-
cies acting on their advice 
45 videos from 10 YouTube 
channels have been blocked 
by the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting, said the I-B 
ministry. 

“Orders to block the con-
cerned videos were issued 
on 23 September under the 

provisions of the Information 
Technology (Intermediary 
Guidelines and Digital Media 
Ethics Code) Rules 2021. The 
blocked videos had a cumula-
tive viewership of over 1 crore 
30 lakh views,” officials said. 

The ministry further 
claimed that the content in 
these videos included fake 
news fake videos with the 
intent to create communal 
disharmony in the country. 
“Government is Said to have 
taken away the religious rights 
of certain communities, vio-
lent threats against religious 
communities, declaration of 
civil war in India, etc. Such 
videos were found to have 
the potential to cause commu-

nal disharmony and disrupt 
public order in the country,” 
officials said.

The videos that have been 
blocked include disinfor-
mation about the Agnipath 
scheme, the Indian Armed 
Forces, India’s national secu-
rity apparatus, Kashmir, etc. 
Certain videos depicted erro-
neous external boundaries of 
India with parts of Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh outside 
the Indian territory. 

“The content blocked by the 
Ministry was found to be det-
rimental to sovereignty and 
integrity of India, security of 
the State, India’s friendly rela-
tions with foreign States, and 
public order in the country. 

Accordingly, the content was 
covered within the ambit of 
section 69A of the Informa-
tion Technology Act, 2000. 
The Government of India re-
mains committed to thwart 
any attempts at undermining 
India’s sovereignty and integ-
rity, national security, foreign 
relations, and public order,” 
officials said on the ban. 

Union Information And 
broadcasting Minister Anurag 
Singh Thakur took to Twit-
ter and said, “The Ministry 
has banned and suspended 
10 YouTube channels for at-
tempting to sabotage ties with 
friendly countries through 
misinformation, spewing 
venom against the country. 

fm to reView 
SchemeS for Scs 
NEW DELHI: Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
will review performance 
of credit and other welfare 
schemes for Scheduled 
Castes (SCs) in public sec-
tor banks on Tuesday. The 
meeting which would take 
place in New Delhi will be 
attended by Ministers of 
State (MoS) for Finance 
Pankaj Chaudhary and 
Bhagwat Kisanrao Karad 
and Department of Finan-
cial Services Secretary 
Sanjay Malhotra. Loans 
given to persons belonging 
to the SC community by 
the banks as well as under 
various loan schemes, 
such as Stand up India, 
Pradhan Mantri Mudra 
Yojana, will be reviewed in 
the meeting. The meeting 
would also review the 
measures undertaken for 
the welfare of Scheduled 
Castes in the banks. 

PreSident to 
inaugurate 
facility for 
maKing cryogenic 
engineS 
BEgNgaLuru: President 
Droupadi Murmu will 
inaugurate HaL’s modern 
Integrated Cryogenic En-
gine Manufacturing Facil-
ity (ICMF) in Bengaluru on 
Tuesday. The facility, which 
would be spread out over 
an of 4,500-square me-
tres, will cater to the entire 
rocket engine manufac-
turing facility for the Indian 
Space research Organ-
isation (ISrO). It will house 
more than 70 hi-tech 
equipment and testing 
facilities for manufactur-
ing cryogenic (CE20) and 
semi-cryogenic (SE2000) 
engines of Indian space 
launch vehicles. 

Sc notice to 
centre on 
Surrogacy act
NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Monday 
issued notices to the 
Centre and others on 
Public Interest Litigation 
challenging the vires of the 
Surrogacy act, 2021 and 
the assisted reproductive 
Technology act, 2021. a 
bench of Justice ajay ras-
togi and Justice CT ravi-
kumar issued responses 
from the Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare, the 
Ministry of Women and 
Child Development and 
the ICMr on the plea. 
The petition said that an 
unreasonable blanket ban 
on commercial surro-
gacy while allowing only 
altruistic surrogacy may 
lead to further exploitation 
of women within the family 
akin to forced labour, and 
unregulated markets for 
surrogacy.

goVt extendS 
foreign trade 
Policy by Six 
monthS
NEW DELHI: The com-
merce ministry has ex-
tended the existing foreign 
trade policy (FTP 2015-20) 
by another six months till 
March 2023 on Monday. 
The current Foreign Trade 
Policy (FTP) was to end on 
September 30. The gov-
ernment on Monday said 
it received requests from 
export promotion councils 
and leading exporters that 
the government should 
continue with the current 
Foreign Trade Policy 
(2015-20), which had been 
extended from time to 
time. 

top of the day eow recreateS SuKeSh’S 
meeting with actreSSeS 
niKKi, SoPhia in jail 
NEW DELHI: as a part of the investigation in the rs 
200 crore scam case involving jailed conman Sukesh 
Chandrashekhar, the entire meeting of actresses Nikki 
Tamboli and Sofia Singh with Sukesh inside the prison 
was recreated by the Economic Offences Wing (EOW) in 
Tihar Jail on Saturday. 

Special CP ravindra Yadav said, the scene was recre-
ated in the Tihar Jail with the two actresses. It was found 
that the two actresses had gone to meet Sukesh in the jail, 
where he had offered them good roles in movies. 

Special CP EOW ravindra Yadav said that during the in-
vestigation, it was found that Sukesh was operating from 
inside the prison. “It was very important for us to find out, 
how exactly was Sukesh able to run his syndicate within 
the cell. That’s why we recreated the whole scene in Tihar 
Jail. The crime scene was recreated with two actresses, 
Nikita Tamboli and Sophia Singh. They had met Sukesh 
inside the Number 1 Jail. They were introduced to Sukesh 
by Pinky Irani,” the officer said. 

“Sukesh had arranged the whole setup inside the jail. 
We tried to recreate every detail of the modus operandi. 
From which gate did they enter? and where exactly did 
they meet Sukesh? We tried to recreate every detail. It will 
help us very much in court. We have also done videogra-
phy and created the draft of the case,” the officer added. 
ravindra Yadav further said that Sukesh is an expert in 
decoying people with his confidence and money. 

“Both actors said that they felt suspicious but still 
Sukesh was able to decoy them. Sukesh Chandrashekhar 
is an expert in decoying people with the level of confidence 
he speaks with, it can even completely convince people 
who doubt him. He conned the actresses on the behest of 
offering roles to them,” the officer said. 

“Sukesh used to say big things about himself. To some-
one he said that he is a big producer, to someone else he 
said that he is the head of a South Indian channel. He had 
even called the jail cell his office. He had a good amount of 
money, that he used to lure people with and they ended up 
believing him. He told the two heroines that he is making 
films from inside the cell only,” the officer added. 

The Special CP also said about the involvement of some 
more actresses in the case and said that no one has been 
given a clean chit. 

money laundering caSe 

Patiala House Court on 
Monday granted bolly-
wood actor Jacqueline 

Fernandez interim bail on a 
bail bond of Rs 50,000 in Rs 
200 Crore money laundering 
case involving conman Suke-
sh Chandrashekar and others. 

Jacqueline’s lawyers have 
moved a bail plea in the mon-
ey laundering case. Addition-
al Sessions Judge Shailender 
Malik sought a response from 
the ED on the bail plea, till 
then her regular bail is pend-
ing before the court. At the 
request of Jacqueline’s lawyer, 
the court granted interim bail 
to the actor. The next date of 
hearing is October 22 this 
year. 

Earlier on Wednesday, the 
court issued a summons to 
the actor to appear before it 
physically on 26 September. 

On 17 August, this year, a 
supplementary chargesheet 
filed by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate in the Rs 200 crore 
extortion case against conman 
Sukesh Chandrashekar in a 
Delhi Court mentioned the 
name of Bollywood actor 
Jacqueline Fernandez as an 
accused. 

The court also directed 
ED to supply a copy of the 

chargesheet to all the ac-
cused in the present case.  
Jacqueline has also been sum-
moned by ED several times in 
the matter for the purpose of 
investigation. 

Meanwhile, Jacqueline 
stated that she has deep roots 
in India and has been a tax-
paying resident since 2009, 
while adding that India is 
her place of work, and her 
professional reputation and 
future work commitments 
are all intrinsically linked to 
the country.

She also stated that she 
doesn’t have any unity of de-
sign with the conman Sukesh 
Chandrashekhar. “In fact, the 
applicant/Jacqueline is an-
other victim of the criminal 
acts committed by the main 
accused and his associates, 
who consistently lied about 
his real identity and exer-
cised undue influence over 
the applicant’s personal 
and professional life either 
by showering her (and her 
family) with expensive gifts 
or claiming that he had done 
so I would do so, without ever 
mentioning their source,” she 
said in her bail plea. 

In her regular bail plea, Jac-
queline also said, she has nev-
er denied receipt of gifts, or 
that the main accused made 
claims to that effect. However, 

at no point of time did the ap-
plicant demand any gifts nor 
had knowledge that these 
were proceeds of crime, on 
account of the deceitful and 
duplicitous conduct of the 
main accused due to which 
she has suffered, and con-
tinues to suffer, tremendous 
hardship. Thus, she was mis-
led into accepting the same. 

Advocate Prashant Patil 
appeared for Jacquline and 
stated that she has always 
cooperated with the investi-
gation agencies and attended 
all the summons to date. “She 
has handed over all the infor-
mation to the best of her abil-
ity to the ED. 

According to ED’s earlier 

Chargesheet, Bollywood ac-
tresses Jacqueline Fernandez 
and Nora Fatehi examined 
and stated that the actresses 
got top models of BMW cars, 
the most expensive gifts from 
the accused Sukesh. 

ED chargesheet clearly stat-
ed that “during the investiga-
tion, statements of Jacqueline 
Fernandez were recorded on 
30.08.2021 and 20.10.2021 
Jacqueline Fernandez stated 
she received gifts viz three 
designer bags from Gucci, 
Chanel, and two Gucci outfits 
for gym wear. A pair of Louis 
Vuitton shoes, two pairs of di-
amond earrings and a brace-
let of multi-coloured stones, 
two Hermes bracelets. She 

also received a Mini Cooper 
which she returned.” 

“According to ED, Sukesh 
was confronted with Jac-
queline on October 20, 2021. 
Jacqueline Fernandez stated 
that Sukash Chandrasekhar 
had arranged private jet trips 
and her hotel stay on different 
occasions for herself. 

Statements of Nora Fatehi 
were recorded under sec-
tion 50 of PMLA, 2002 on 
September 12, 2021, abd Oc-
tober 14, 2021, wherein she 
stated that she got a booking 
for a charity event and dur-
ing the event, she was gifted 
a Gucci Bag and one iPhone 
by Leena Paulose. (Wife of 
Chandrashekhar)  

According to ED, during 
the investigation, searches 
were conducted at vari-
ous places linked to Sukesh 
Chandrashekar and his asso-
ciates. During the search, 16 
high-end vehicles were seized 
under section 17 PMLA and 
these cars are either in the 
name of the firms of Leena 
Paulose or in the name of 
third parties. It is further 
submitted that it has emerged 
that Sukesh knowingly cre-
ated the structure for layer-
ing and transferring proceeds 
of crime and thus, actively 
participated in the process 
of money laundering. 

ashish sinha 
NEW DELHI

Jacqueline gets interim bail, says 
‘a tax-paying resident’

Bollywood actress Jacqueline Fernandez leaves Patiala House 
Court after the court granted interim bail to her on a bail bond 
of Rs 50,000, in connection with the alleged Rs 200 crore money 
laundering case, in New Delhi on Monday.
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no bail 

amanat ullah Khan Sent to judicial 
cuStody, court to hear bail Plea on tueSday

A Delhi court on Monday remanded 
AAP MLA Amanat Ullah Khan to ju-
dicial custody and will hear his bail plea 
on Tuesday. The AAP MLA has been 
in custody in a case related to alleged 
irregularities in appointments in Delhi 
Waqf Board during his chairmanship. 

Special CBI Judge Vikas Dhull re-
manded Amanat Ullah Khan to judicial 
custody for 14 days. The court has asked 
the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) to 
file a reply on his bail plea. The AAP 
MLA was produced before the court 
after five days of custody and was inter-
rogated by the Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) for 9 days. 

At the last hearing, ACB said that mon-
ey was sent to Dubai and other money 
transactions need to be investigated. It 
was also alleged that an MCD school 
in Fatehpuri masjid was converted to 
shops and they were rented out at lesser 
rent which caused a loss to the board. 

On Wednesday, ACB sought an exten-
sion of 10 days of remand for further 
interrogation and confrontation of the 
accused with his associate Kausar Im-
ran Siddiqui alias who has been arrested 
from Telangana. Kausar Imran Siddiqui 
is identified to be the fund manager of 
the accused, ACB argued. 

The court was informed that the ac-
cused was taken to Bada Hindu Rao 
hospital and then to AIIMS due to 
health problems and therefore, the re-
mand time was consumed providing 
treatment to the accused. 

The additional public prosecutor 
(APP) while seeking remand, submit-
ted that the accused needed to be con-
fronted with Laddan who had been ar-
rested. Laddan was maintaining a diary. 
It was revealed during the investigation 
that a large amount of money was sent 
to Dubai and then transferred to a party. 
There were 100 people who either re-
ceived or paid money to Laddan. Out 
of these 37 people have transactions of 
crores of rupees and the diary also has 
an entry about Zeeshan Haider who re-

ceived crores of rupees. He is also a close 
associate of the accused. 

APP submitted that all these need to 
be investigated and it requires time. 
Therefore an extension of the remand 
should be granted. 

It was alleged that a sum of Rs 2 lakh 
was paid to the accused through a 
cheque by Hamid Ali through his com-
pany Cosmos developers of Uttrakhand. 
It was stated by the person that he bor-
rowed the amount and returned it to the 
accused. 

A certain amount has gone to Dubai 
also, APP submitted. At this point, 
Senior advocate Rahul Mehra op-
posed saying the link to Dubai should 
be explained. “Who sent the money, 
who received it and how it was sent, all 
these should be explained”, Mehra said. 
APP Shrivastav said, “He could not dis-
close the details as the media is in court”. 
Mehra said that then the ACB should 
not have talked about Dubai. 

The ACB also submitted that Laddan 
is a nominated functionary of a politi-
cal party. He has photographs with the 
accused during an iftar party. Rahul 
Mehra objected to the contention saying 
there are photos of other leaders. Every 
leader meets people during festivities. It 
should be investigated. He asked, “ACB 
have they asked the accuser about this 
part. How this is relevant?” 

Amanat Ullah Khan
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Pm inSPiration

Rajnath compares PM with 
King Bharata in Himachal 

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh during his Himachal 
Pradesh visit on Monday 
compared Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi with King 
Bharata calling India a peace-
loving nation. 

“India takes inspiration 
from great leader Bharata 
who opened the mouth of a 
lion to count its teeth and in 
today’s era Prime Minister 
released Cheetah with his 
hand. India is a peace-loving 
nation but it doesn’t mean it 
is a coward”, said Rajnath 
Singh in Himachal Pradesh. 
Singh addressed a public 
gathering organised to hon-
our the families of martyrs 
at Bharoli village in Kangra 
district to mark the ‘Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav’. 

“We are constructing a new 
India that will give a sense 
of security and assurance 
to friendly nations. Those 
who want to cause damage 
to India or have such inten-
tions will have to pay a huge 
price,” he said. 

He further added that India 
never tried to harm the self-
respect of any nation but 
when attempts were made 
to harm the self-respect of 
India, they have been given 
befitting replies. 

“The 1971 war will always 
be remembered in India’s 
history for the courage and 
bravery of the Indian Armed 
forces. If that time decision 
was taken over PoK then it 
would have been with India 
not with Pakistan,” he added. 

Singh further added that 
pre-planned terror activi-
ties were being operated 
from across the border and 

the defence forces acted on 
new strategies and executed 
Balakot air strikes and Surgi-
cal strikes. 

“Being a bordering state, 
people of Himachal Pradesh 
are strategic assets of the 
country and to provide them 
a better life is a responsibility 
of the government,” he said. 

Singh added that since the 
day Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has taken charge, PM 
is working to build a strong 
infrastructure. “Excellent 
works has been in terms of 
border infrastructure. Roads 
bridges and tunnels have 
been constructed. And as a 
part of it Atal Tunnel which 
was pending for several years 
has been constructed in Hi-
machal Pradesh,” Singh said.

“Earlier, India was known 
as a defence importer. Today, 
it is one of the top 25 defence 
exporters in the world. In just 
eight years, Defence exports 
have seen a jump of about 
600 per cent. In the year 
2014, India had just Rs 2000 
Defence exports and it has in-
creased to Rs 13,000 cr in the 
year 2021-22,” said Singh.

Rajnath Singh
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Change for good 

Earlier residents of areas 
near the Line of Control on 
the international border 

wanted bunkers to save them-
selves from shelling, but now with 
peace prevailing, they seek good 
roads and mobile connectivity to 
welcome tourists. 

In February 2020, India and 
Pakistan agreed to abide by the 
ceasefire agreement signed be-
tween the two countries in 2004, 
following the killing of civilians on 
both sides in ceasefire violations. 
The fresh understanding to abide 
by the ceasefire arrived after Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment was successful in their 
secret diplomacy in bringing Paki-
stan to negotiating table secretly to 
implement the ceasefire. 

This successful diplomacy has 
its dividends for LoC residents 
in places like Keran, Teetwal, Uri 
and Gurez. Two years before the 
residents of these LoC areas de-
manded underground concrete 
bunkers to save themselves from 
daily shelling and firing between 
India and Pakistan armies. 

For 50-year-old Mufeez Khan of 
Keran at the Line of Control, his 
only demand for years to the Jam-
mu and Kashmir government was 
a concrete bunker near his house 
to save his family from shelling 
and firing during ceasefire viola-
tions by the Pakistan army. 

“I am constructing a new house 

to make it a hotel as tourists have 
been flocking our area for last one 
year. Tourism will boost our econ-
omy and we can earn a livelihood,” 
said Khan who lives in Keran 
where all houses are perched on a 
hill station overlooking the gush-
ing water of the Kishenganga river. 

Khan and his relatives in this pic-
turesque area of Keran have now 
converted their houses into home-
stays for tourists. 

Abound with picturesque beauty 
these hilly stations area at LoC like 
Keran, Teetwal, Uri and Gurez 
offer visitors with camping, trek-
king, adventure, and rafting far 
from the maddening crowd of 
Pahalgam and Gulmarg. “Tour-
ists across the country are visiting 
here to see the beauty of Keran and 
other areas. We are reaping the 
dividends of the ceasefire. Even 
women in our homes now earn 
at home by cooking food for tour-
ists,” said Khan. 

On tourists thronging Kashmir, 
Jammu and Kashmir LG Manoj 
Sinha said” this is the golden pe-
riod for Jammu and Kashmir in 
which all the records of the last 
15-20 years have been broken. 
More than 80 lakh tourists ar-
rived here in the last months. This 
has brought prosperity and is 
helping people establish peace.” 
The residents are now demanding 
good roads and mobile networks in 
their regions to welcome tourists. 

“Civil administration has ne-
glected these areas and not build-
ing roads or setting up a mobile 

network here. The administration 
must gear up for development 
now,” Tariq Abrar, a young man in 
the Madian village of Keran said. 

From camping to holding mar-
riage functions, these LoC villages 
can have an economic turnaround 
where livelihood opportunities are 
scant. 

Officials in Jammu and Kash-
mir tourism department said the 
peaceful LoC has borne the idea of 
border tourism which is turning 
into a boon for the local residents. 

“Tourists are thronging the LoC 
and border destinations which 
gives visitors a different life expe-
rience than in Pahalgam or Gul-
marg,” an official of the tourism de-
partment said. At Zero Line in the 
Keran sector of Kupwara district in 
north Kashmir, locals have erected 
tents on the banks of Kishenganga 
river for visitors. 

“I was sitting idle at home for 
years and sliding into depression 
in absence of livelihood. For the last 
one year, I have opened a campsite 
by erecting tents for visitors. My 
livelihood concern is over now, 
thanks to a ceasefire” Fakhruddin 
Wani, who has opened a campsite 
in Keran on the banks of Kishen-
ganga river. 

An army official posted in Keran 
said that locals and non-local tour-
ists have been visiting the area as it 
offers a refreshing tour for anyone. 

In the Uri sector, it has now be-
come possible for LoC residents to 
hold marriage functions that one 
could not even think of before the 

ceasefire. 
In Silikote village of Uri sector 

which is just inside the LoC fence, a 
32-year-old Mudasir Ahmad Kha-
waja become the first groom to be 
offered welcome by locals and the 
Indian Army. 

“My marriage is possible because 
of the ceasefire agreement between 
India and Pakistan. We are living 
peacefully and hope our children 
also reap its dividends,” Khawaja 
said. 

Naveed Bukhtiyar, a young so-
cial activist and lawyer from Uri, 
said many residents who had fled 
to Uri town in fear of shelling and 
firing are now returning homes af-
ter year. “It is a peaceful life for all 
of us. Marriages, festivals and cel-
ebrations are now a reality on LoC 
thanks to the ceasefire,” he said. 

The promotion of tourism on 
the LoC and convert it into a peace 
zone has been bolstered by the ef-
forts of the Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor administra-
tions. From holding musical, and 
cultural festivals to sports activi-
ties in these LoC areas, the tourism 
department is making full efforts 
to attract visitors to these destina-
tions. For these events, Teetwal, 
Suchetgarh, Turtuk in Ladakh, 
Keran, Uri and Gurez are register-
ing increased footfall of tourists. 

Secretary Tourism Sarmad 
Hafeez with the opening of LoC 
and border tourism, Jammu & 
Kashmir is now an all-season des-
tination, resulting in record foot-
fall of tourists this year. 

TDG NETWORK 
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LoC residents earlier 
wanted bunkers, now seek 
mobile, road connectivity

no nonsense approaCh 
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The Supreme Court on Mon-
day dismissed with cost a PIL 
that sought that the Election 
Commission (EC) be barred 
from allocating poll symbols 
claiming they were “misused” 
by political parties. 

A bench of Justices Sanjay 
Kishan Kaul and A.S. Oka 
imposed a cost of Rs 25,000 
on the petitioner while ob-
serving that the relief claimed 
was “disruptive of the elec-

tion process” and that litiga-
tion cannot be a “hobby”. The 
bench while dismissing the 
“misleading” petition said it 
was a complete waste of judi-
cial time. Petitioner advocate 
Shraddha Tripathi contended 
that Election Commission has 
no power to allot a symbol to 
political parties and only the 
Returning Officer can allot 
the symbols to contesting 
candidates. 

“The law clearly states that 
the symbols are to be allot-
ted at the election and by the 

Returning Officer and to the 
contesting candidate, what 
authority does the Election 
Commission possess to give 
the symbol to the political 
party and is creating a prob-
lem also,” the petitioner ar-
gued. 

The top court was hearing 
a plea challenging the Al-
lahabad High Court’s 2021 
judgment which had dis-
missed a petition that said 
the Election Commission has 
no power to allot an election 
symbol. 

‘Litigation Cannot be a hobby’,  says sC

QuiCk hearing 

TDG NETWORK 
new Delhi

The Supreme Court will hear 
the cases challenging the 
provision of the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act, 
1967, (UAPA) on 18 October, 
advancing the date of hearing 
from 11 November. 

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice of India U.U. Lalit ad-
vanced the date of hearing of 
the cases to 18 October when 
a case on the same issue came 
up for hearing. Senior Advo-
cate Arvind Datar, appearing 
for the petitioner, Foundation 
of Media Professionals, told 
the bench that petition has 
been filed challenging certain 
provisions of UAPA. 

“List these matters on 18 
October 2022. The counsel 
appearing in the connected 
matters sent intimation ac-

cordingly,” the bench stated 
in the order. 

The petition submitted that 
the Act is a political tool dis-
guised as an anti-terror law 
and is misused by the gov-
ernment to target any and all 
forms of dissent. 

“The scheme of the Act is a 
gross assault on the freedoms 
protected under Articles 14, 
19, and 21 of the Constitution, 
insofar as it grants excessive 
and overwhelming powers to 
the State to act against asso-
ciations and individuals who 
express criticism against the 
ruling party or the majoritar-
ian sentiments,” it added. 

The petition sought to 
declare the Act unconsti-
tutional, being manifestly 
arbitrary and violative of the 
fundamental rights protected 
under Articles 14, 19, and 21 of 
the Constitution. 

The top court is seized of the 
various petitions including 
the one filed by two lawyers 
Mukesh Kumar and Ansarul 
Haq Ansari and journalist 
Shyam Meera Singh where 
UAPA was invoked against 
them over their social media 
posts regarding the commu-
nal violence in Tripura. 

Some former IAS, IPS and 
IFS officers had also chal-
lenged the constitutional 
validity of certain provisions 
of the UAPA. Former IAS 
officials Harsh Mander, Wa-
jahat Habibullah, Amitabha 
Pande, Kamal Kant Jaiswal, 
Hindal Hyder Tyabji, M G 
Devasahayam, Pradeep Ku-
mar Deb, Baldev Bhushan 
Mahajan, ex-IPS officer Ju-
lio Francis Ribeiro, Ish Ku-
mar and former IFS officer 
Ashok Kumar Sharma had 
challenged the Act. 

SC advances hearing on 
UAPA to 18 October

inDia’S fineSt SunDay newSpaper. publiSheD from  new Delhi.

Sundays have this depressing habit of being calm as a cup of camomile.

Sunday was designed as a day of rejuvenation, not as a restless vacuum.

It is an opportunity to fill the mind, not empty it. Sunday are a pause, a comma between a busy week before and an exciting 

one ahead.  The choice is simple.

Either you allow your minds to become potato-couched by inanity, or you read what you are holding  

(for which, many thanks).

The Sunday Guardian has been designed and written for a very special  reader: sharp knowledgeable, involved and 

aesthetic, who understands how to use  leisure. It is written to make your mind whir across a wide horizon of  information, 

entertainment, opinion and fine reading. Like it does after a great cup of coffee.

In 20 pages it captures all you need to know. A special section is  written and edited by young people who bring their 

distinct flair, focus and the courage to be different.

Enjoy the coffee. Sugar, okay?
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TOP OF THE DAY

PFI ACTIVIST 
ARRESTED IN 
LUCKNOW
LUCKNOW: Amid the 
ongoing pan-India crack-
down against the Popular 
Front of India (PFI), the 
UP Police Special Task 
Form (STF) arrested one 
person early on Mon-
day. The STF arrested 
a person identified as 
Abdul Majeed from the 
Vibhutikhand bus stand 
from Lucknow under the 
Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act, 1967 (UAPA) 
when he was trying to 
leave the city, police said. 
Electronic gadgets and 
incriminating literature 
related to PFI and ISIS 
were recovered from 
the accused, the police 
claimed. .

SYNDICATE 
SUPPLYING ILLICIT 
COUGH SYRUP 
BUSTED 
MUMBAI: The Narcotics 
Control Bureau busted a 
major syndicate involved 
in the trafficking of 
codeine-based cough 
syrup (CBCS) by run-
ning an operation from 
19 August to 21 August. 
Continuous surveillance 
and covert activities by 
the agency led to the 
identification of the key 
members of the syndi-
cate, their roles, modus 
operandi, financial trails 
and various operational 
details. Based on this 
intel the agency swung 
into action and was able 
to nab the kingpin of the 
illicit operation who is a 
resident of Mahalaxmi, 
Mumbai.

ENCOUNTER 
BREAKS OUT AT 
BATPORA AREA OF 
KULGAM 
KULGAM: An encounter 
broke out in the Batpora 
area of Kulgam on Mon-
day. The Police along with 
the security forces carried 
out the operation in the 
region. The Kashmir Zone 
Police tweeted, “Encoun-
ter begins at Batpora area 
of Kulgam. Police and se-
curity forces are carrying 
out the operation”. Earlier 
in the day, an infiltration 
bid was foiled along the 
Line of Control (LoC) in 
the Kupwara district of 
north Kashmir as security 
forces killed two terror-
ists and recovered a huge 
cache of arms and am-
munition, said police.

CANDIDATES 
QUESTION 
ELIGIBILITY 
CRITERIA SET FOR 
FSO POST
CHANDIGARH: After the 
latest notification by the 
Haryana Public Service 
Commission (HPSC) over 
the recruitment of 41 
Food Safety Officers (FSO) 
(Group-B) in the Food 
and Drugs Administra-
tion Department of the 
Government of Haryana, 
a string of candidates with 
degrees in Home Science 
courses have raised ob-
jections over the eligibility 
criteria of the posts. The 
complaints allege that the 
degree of home science 
is equivalent to other de-
grees, yet the concerned 
candidates are not found 
eligible for the posts.

IN GUJARAT 

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Mon-
day lauded India’s 

ranking as the fifth largest 
economy in the world and 
said that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi helped the 
country improve its rank.

“India was on 11th posi-
tion in the world of being the 
largest economy and When 
Narendra Modi became the 
PM and he bought it on 5th 
position now. Congress had 
brought it from the 11th to 
the 12th position. PM Modi 
has taken India to such a po-
sition where any important 
decision cannot be taken 
without hearing what India 
has to say,” said Shah.

He also slammed the Con-
gress and underlined the Gu-
jarat riots during the latter’s 
ruling days.

“I have seen Gujarat in the 
time of Congress. So many ri-
ots used to take place at that 
time, and people had to store 
food grains and vegetables. 
But the BJP has made Gujarat 
safe,” he added.

Promising the completion of 
the talav (lakes) at the earliest, 
he said, “Shilaj Talav, Sarkhej 
Talav, decorative grill, com-
pound wall, children’s play 
area, senior citizen area will 
be made. I want to promise 
you that the talav will be 

ready by January 2024.”
Shah performed the Bhoomi 

Pujan of the 350-bed Employ-
ees’ State Insurance Corpora-
tion (ESIC) Hospital in Guja-
rat’ Sanand.

He said this hospital would 
provide excellent health facil-
ities to about 3 lakh workers 
of the Sanand area as well as 
benefit about 12 lakh work-
ers and their family mem-
bers from the region and its 
adjoining areas, as well as all 
the villagers of Sanand tehsil.

On the occasion, Shah ex-
tended Navratri greetings to 
the people and said that the 
hospital would have many 
modern facilities, including 
OPD, indoor facilities, X-ray, 
radiology, laboratory, opera-
tion theatre, obstetrics, ICU, 
and ultrasound.

The Union Minister said 
that the hospital would be 
made into a “perfect hospital 
for all”.Initially, the 350-bed 
hospital to be built on nine 
and a half acres will cost Rs 
500 crore and the Ministry 
of Labour has made arrange-
ments with foresight, that it 
can be made into a hospital of 
350 to 500 beds immediately 
if needed. The Home Minister 
said that after Narendra Modi 
took over as Prime Minister 
and Bhupendra Yadav be-
came Labour Minister in 
2014, the ESIC scheme has 
become more meaningful 
and has been moved forward. 

PM’S EFFORTS MADE INDIA 
FIFTH LARGEST ECONOMY 
IN THE WORLD: AMIT SHAH
TDG NETWORK
AHMEDABAD

The Delhi High Court on 
Monday issued notice to the 
Enforcement Directorate 
on the plea of former Delhi 
Health Minister Satyendar 
Jain challenging the order of 
transfer of his case and asked 
the ED to file a reply. The 
court will hear the matter on 
Wednesday.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Yogesh Khanna post-
ed the matter on 28 Septem-
ber, after Additional Solicitor 
General SV Raju said to argue 
the case later.

On the other hand, senior 
advocates N Hariharan and 
Rahul Mehra submitted that 
it is an urgent matter.

Hariharan submitted that 
the hearing on the bail ap-
plication was going on from 
August. This transfer order 
is unwarranted and sends 
the wrong message to society.

Mehra submitted that the 
order of the Supreme Court 
said that the bail matter 
should be decided in 14 days. 

This matter should be heard 
today or tomorrow.

ASG SV Raju said that the 
notice has not been issued. “I 
am not available tomorrow, 
so please keep the matter on 
Wednesday,” he added.

At this point, Hariharan 
said, “There is an election on 
Wednesday. So please keep it 
for tomorrow.”

Satyendar Jain had on Fri-
day moved the Delhi High 
Court seeking a transfer of 
his case to another judge.

Jain moved the Delhi High 
Court challenging the Prin-
cipal District and Sessions 
Court order allowing an ED 
petition to transfer his case to 
another judge.

The Division Bench of Jus-
tice Satish Chander Sharma 
and Justice Subramonium 
Prasad allowed the mention-
ing and listed the matter for 
Monday after senior advo-
cate Rahul Mehra, appearing 
for Jain, mentioned the mat-
ter to the bench. The move 
came hours after Rouse Av-
enue Court transferred the 
Prevention of Money Laun-

dering Act (PMLA) case of 
Satyendar Jain to another 
court on Friday morning, 
after hearing a petition from 
the Enforcement Directorate 
(ED).

On Friday, the Principal 
District and Sessions Judge 
Vinay Kumar Gupta agreed 
to transfer the Satyendar Jain 
money laundering case to 
another judge and listed the 
matter afresh for hearing. 

According to the order, the 
case was transferred to Spe-
cial Judge Vikas Dhull. Ear-
lier, it was heard at length by 
Special Judge Geetanjali Goel.

Earlier on Thursday, during 
arguments of ED, Additional 
Solicitor General (ASG) SV 
Raju submitted that there 
was an attempt to seek medi-
cal bail by using false medical 
reports.

“Satyendar Jain was also 
the Jail Minister. He spent 
most of the time in the hos-
pital during judicial cus-
tody, the medical report 
was fake. We gave all the 
documents to the court, but  
nothing happened.  

EXCISE POLICY CASE 

Delhi HC issues notice to ED 
on Jain’s plea challenging 
transfer of his case 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah will be visiting 
Jammu and Kashmir from 
30 September to 2 October, 
said BJP national general 
secretary Tarun Chugh on 
Sunday. This will be Shah’s 
second visit to the Union 
Territory since the abroga-
tion of Article 370. Last year, 
in October, the Home Min-
ister visited Kashmir in the 
wake of rising attacks on mi-
nority community members 
by terrorists in the Valley.

During his visit, Shah 
will meet intellectuals and 
prominent personalities 
and will address two pub-
lic meetings on 1 October  
in Rajouri and will also 
address another rally in 
Baramullah on 2 October.

“Amit Shah will visit dif-
ferent areas in this visit and 
this is a special occasion just 
like a festival as he was the 
key person to finish the con-
troversial Articles 370 and 
35(a) and broke the shack-
les of Jammu and Kashmir 
residents to free them from 
long bondage. SCs, women, 
Gujjars-Bakkarwals and 
other communities were 
empowered after being ne-
glected for 70 years,” said 

Chugh.
He further said that the 

Rajouri and Baramullah ar-
eas have been neglected for 
all these years, hence Amit 
Shah has decided to visit 
these areas and address the 
rallies there.

“BJP has tried to political-
ly empower all those who 
were denied due space for 
70 years,” said Chugh.

The BJP leader further 
said that the Central gov-
ernment led by PM Nar-
endra Modi has ensured 
the development of Jammu 
and Kashmir constantly 
despite Covid-19 and other  
difficulties.

“Modi government is 
committed for “Sabka Sath, 
Sabka Vikas” and not only 
the Vikas of Abdullah and 
Muftis, Modi government 
has ensured the develop-
ment of Jammu and Kash-
mir constantly despite Co-
vid and other difficulties. 
Today, Jammu and Kashmir 
airports are flooded with 
private airlines. Tourist 
places like Pahalgam, and 
religious yatras like Vaish-
no Mata, and Amarnath are 
flooded with visitors. Now 
‘Pani and Jawani’ of Jammu 
and Kashmir are being uti-
lised for the development of 
the region,” he said. 

OUTREACH 

Shah to address public 
meetings in J&K
TDG NETWORK  
SRINAGAR

Kuharianwali village of 
Fazilka in the district of 
Punjab has become a trend-
setter in expanding its for-
est cover. As per the data of 
the Forest Research Insti-
tute, Fazilka had only used 
1.34% of the forest cover, 
one of the lowest in the state. 
To change the numbers in 
its favour, the District Ad-
ministration adapted a Jap-
anese technique called the 
Miyawaki Method to grow 
a forest at a fast pace.

The villagers open-heart-
edly welcomed the project 
named ‘My Village, My for-
est’ in October last year. The 
plan was to develop a forest 
on one acre of unused land 
in the Kuharianwali village 
by adopting the Miyawaki 
method. In just a time span 
of less than a year, the ef-
forts have borne fruit as 
the area now has plants 
like Kachnar, Neem, Arjun, 
Ashok, Jamun, Guava and 
others.

Speaking to the The Daily 
Guardian, a local farmer, 
Shamsher Singh, said, “The 
forest is now self-sustain-
able as plants have gained 

enough strength. In the 
initial few months, the trees 
need attention, but once 
they grow taller, they are 
strong enough to sustain. “

The Miyawaki method, 
which was devised by 
Japanese botanist Akira 
Miyawaki in the 1980s, is a 
technique to create micro-
forests over small plots of 
land. Achieving this goal re-
quires planting a wide vari-
ety of plants in a fairly dense 
manner so that the plot of 
land has different layers of 
a forest, such as shrubs and 
canopies, and not just trees. 
Plants typically require 
anywhere between eight to 
nine months of care before 
reaching a point where the 

micro forest becomes self-
sustaining.

The project was initiated 
by Sagar Setia, the then Ad-
ditional Deputy Commis-
sioner (Development) of 
Fazilka. He was transferred 
in July this year.

Dr Himanshu Aggarwal, 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Fazilka, said that since the 
project had worked well in 
Kuharianwali, more sar-
panches were approached 
to replicate the success.

“It was decided that to 
celebrate 75 years of Indian 
Independence and Azadi 
ka Amrit Mahotsav, 75 such 
forests would be created by 
the end October 2022,” said 
Dr Himanshu Aggarwal.

The work for the coverage 
of such micro-forests has 
been completed in 12 vil-
lages. The process is under-
way in another 25 villages, 
and all 75 villages will see 
the project kick-off by the 
end of October. “Panchay-
ats are being persuaded 
to give a chunk of land for 
this purpose. Everyone, 
including Sarpanch, Gram 
Panchayat officials or the 
localites, are very excited 
to have their own grown 
forests,” said Aggarwal. He 
shared that they are also 
constructing pathways in-
side these forests so that 
village residents can walk 
through them.

Last year itself, more than 
11 lakh saplings of 23 differ-
ent varieties were prepared 
in different nurseries in 
the villages—this was done 
with the help of workers 
under MGNREGA, the ru-
ral jobs guarantee scheme. 
A total of 6,200 plants can 
be grown on one acre of 
land, but many panchayats 
have planted as many as 
8,000 as well. At a cost of 
Rs 5.3 crore, these 75 micro 
forests would be developed. 
In other words, the average 
cost per project is Rs 7 lakh. 

AFFORESTATION

PUNJAB’S KUHARIANWALI VILLAGE 
EXPANDS ITS FOREST COVER

After two years of Covid-19 
pandemic, Alliance Air has 
resumed air connectivity 
between Himachal Pradesh 
and Shimla. Earlier, the re-
sumption was to take place 
on 6 September. However, 
due to unpleasant weather 
circumstances, the plan was 
cancelled and the new date, 
i.e 26 September was fixed.

Yash Vardhan Singh, Dep-
uty Engineer at Alliance 
Air, said, “Alliance Air has 
expanded its connectivity 
by recommencing the Delhi-
Shimla-Delhi route that will 
operate effectively from 26 
September.”

The departure time from 

Delhi is 7:10 a.m. and the 
take-off from Shimla is at 
8:50 a.m. daily. The price 
is around Rs 2141. Further-
more, under the UDAN 
scheme, 50% of the seats 
on these flights will be dis-
counted to Rs 2,480, with 

the remainder determined 
by the company.

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Jairam Thakur 
virtually inaugurated by 
flagging off the new ATR-42-
600 aircraft of Alliance Air. 
He stated that the state gov-

ernment is making all the 
possible efforts to boost air 
connectivity, which will help 
develop tourism. 

The flight can carry 48 pas-
sengers on board from Delhi 
to Shimla, while a maximum 
of 24 passengers can be ac-
commodated upon returning 
(Shimla to Delhi). 

Commenting on the devel-
opment, Himachal Pradesh 
BJP Chief Suresh Kashyap 
added that he was glad to 
have the flight service back 
in Shimla. He also stated that 
he had repeatedly brought 
up this issue with the central 
government and the union 
minister of Civil Aviation, 
Jyotiraditya Scindia, assured 
him that the flight would be 
resumed soon. 
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BOOSTING TOURISM

Alliance Air resumes air connectivity 
between Delhi and Shimla

Passengers deboarding the plane after the flight. 

Govindpur village in the Bar-
garh district of Odisha has 
declared itself a ‘Birds Village’ 
and pledged to protect and 
conserve the migratory birds 
coming to Hirakud reservoir 
every year. This is the first in-
stance in Odisha, where vil-
lagers have joined hands to 
keep their villages pollution-
free in order to conserve and 
protect birds and the Hirakud 
landscape.

“With Govindpur village, 
two other adjoining villages 
named Tamdei and Ramk-
hol have also joined hands 
with them. All three villages 
promised and pledged in a re-
cently held meeting that they 
will protect and conserve the 

migratory birds coming to Hi-
rakud reservoir every year,” 
informed Anshu Pragyan 
Das, Divisional Forest Officer, 
Hirakud Wildlife Division.

“More than 2 lakh foreign 
birds migrate from different 
parts of the world to Hirakud 
every year during October 
and halt here for six months 
(more than 100 varieties of 
birds),” she said.

As per Das, many tourists 
from Chhattisgarh (Raigarh, 
Raipur etc.), Jharkhand and 
nearby districts like Jhar-
suguda, Bolangir, Sonepur, 
Sambalpur and all locals of 
Bargarh district visit these 
three villages for a picnic, 
boating and birding. Many 
photographers come here 
to photograph the temples 
submerged at Hirakud, the 

wildlife of Debrigarh that 
comes down to the water in 
the morning and evening, 
the beauty of the vast Hir-
akud Lake and forested hills 
within the water, and so on. 

“All houses in these villages 
will have wall paintings of 
the colourful birds like Red-
crested Pochard, Moorhen, 
Skimmer, etc. and they will as 
guides take tourists for boat-
ing and explain to them the 
interesting features of these 
birds, from which country 
they have come, why they 
have come,” Das added.

“To keep the landscape 
clean, villagers have taken 
the responsibility, Hirakud 
Division will provide all the 
required help, including the 
installation of enough dust-
bins for this purpose.”

BIODIVERSITY

ODISHA HAMLET DECLARES ITSELF 
‘BIRDS VILLAGE’  
TDG NETWORK
BHUBANESWAR

TARUNI GANDHI  
CHANDIGARH

Ten people were killed on 
Monday after a tractor-
trolley carrying 46 per-
sons overturned and fell 
into a pond after skidding 
off the main road on the 
Itaunja-Kumhrawan road 
in Lucknow. The injured 
were admitted to Itaunja 
CHC.

Laxmi Singh, IG Luc-
know Range, said, “Trac-
tor’s trolley got imbal-
anced and overturned in 
a pond in Itaunja when 
they were going to a tem-
ple. SDRF team rushed to 
the spot. 37 people were 
rescued and are healthy. 
Ten people were declared 
dead at the hospital. “

Suryapal Gangwar, Dis-
trict Magistrate, Lucknow 
said: “ State Disaster Re-
lief Force (SDRF) team are 
engaged in rescue opera-
tions on the spot. The in-
jured have been admitted 
to Itaunja CHC. “

SDRF teams are on the 
ground helping in the res-
cue operations.

ACCIDENT IN LUCKNOW

10 KILLED AS 
TRACTOR-
TROLLEY 
FALLS INTO 
POND 

TDG NETWORK 
CHANDIGARH

Kuharianwali village.

Amit Shah at the foundation stone laying ceremony of 350 bedded 
ESIC Hospital on Monday. 
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Businessman 
dies By suicide 
in mumBai
MuMbai: a business-
man in Mumbai allegedly 
committed suicide by 
hanging at his residence 
on Sunday, said the 
police. The deceased 
has been identified as 
47-year-old business-
man ashok Mohnani, 
who used to live in the 
Kurla area of Mumbai. as 
per the police, the busi-
nessman had incurred 
losses in his business 
and he had also taken 
loans of more than Rs 10 
lakh. He also used to get 
calls regarding the repay-
ment of loans. The police 
suspect his financial con-
dition to be the reason 
behind his move. On Sun-
day, the deceased’s wife 
had gone to the temple 
around 2 pm. When she 
came back, she saw his 
husband hanging from 
the ceiling fan. 

BomBay Hc gives 
anil amBani 
relief over tax 
evasion matter
MuMbai: The bombay 
High Court has given 
relief to Reliance Group 
chairman anil ambani in 
an alleged Rs 420 crore 
tax evasion matter. The 
high court has asked the 
income tax department 
not to take any “coercive 
action” against anil 
ambani till November 17. 
The court has also stayed 
a prosecution notice 
issued by the income tax 
authorities to anil am-
bani for non-disclosure of 
the amount in two Swiss 
bank accounts. 

one more 
arrested BomB 
Hurling case in 
madurai 
MaduRai: Madurai 
police arrested one more 
accused on Monday in 
connection with hurling 
of a bomb at a Madurai-
based RSS member’s 
house on Saturday. Ear-
lier, Madurai police had 
arrested two on Sunday 
for the bomb hurling in-
cident. director General 
of Police, Sylendra babu, 
said, “So far 14 persons 
were arrested and 11 
cases have been filed in 
connection with bomb 
hurling incident.”

sc directs 
BomBay Hc to 
decide Bail 
plea of anil 
desHmukH
NEW dElHi: The SC 
on Monday directed the 
bombay HC to hear and 
decide expeditiously 
the bail plea of Maha-
rashtra’s former Home 
Minister anil deshmukh, 
who was arrested in 
connection with a money 
laundering case. a bench 
of Justices dY Chand-
rachud and Hima Kohli 
expressed displeasure 
that the bombay HC has 
kept the bail application 
of deshmukh pending 
for so many months and 
asked it to hear the plea 
of deshmukh within this 
week and decide it expe-
ditiously. The apex court 
noted that deshmukh’s 
bail plea is pending in the 
High Court since March 
21 and observed that 
keeping bail applications 
pending for eight months 
is not in accordance with 
the jurisprudence of bail. 

top of the day
assemBly polls

Ka r n a t a k a  C h i e f 
Minister Basavaraj 
Bommai has vowed 

to bring back the Bharatiya 
Janata Party to power in the 
Assembly polls scheduled 
next year.

Speaking after distributing 
various facilities to benefi-
ciaries of the Chamaraja As-
sembly constituency here on 
Sunday, Bommai said, “We 
will turn your criticism into 
stairs and work 24 hours a 
day to bring back pro-people 
government to power”. The 
Chief Minister called for the 
last-man delivery of the wel-
fare schemes and said that 
the schemes “must make 
people to lead independent 

and self-reliant lives”.
“The programs must not 

remain mere slogans but 
must be implemented. In 
the name of various Bhag-
yas, they pushed the state to 
penury. Those who gave the 

Bhagyas were rejected by 
the electorate. Someone can 
cheat some people for some 
time but they cannot cheat 
all people all the time. With 
a bundle of lies and a false 
campaign, they cannot win 

people’s hearts,” he said.
Taking a veiled jibe at the 

Opposition, Bommai said 
that the “power-hungry” 
politicians want to “grab 
power”.

“The power-hungry politi-
cians would always want to 
grab power but those who 
wish to win the place in peo-
ple’s hearts don’t grab power. 
Many people, once they are 
out of power, would act like 
fish out of water. Anybody 
can become anything with 
the support of people but 
they would not have the 
blessings of people by going 
in other routes,” he said.

“The chief minister said 
there are two kinds of char-
acters, Arjuna and Karna. 
The warrior Arjuna would 
need to be praised to aim 

and shoot but Karna would 
need to be criticised to hit the 
bull’s eye. ‘I am like Karna, 
how much ever you criticise, 
I will get more strength. I 
will develop the state and 
help the party to come back 
to power. We will make you 
stand in the place where you 
standing to paste the poster,” 
he said. Bommai’s remarks 
followed in the wake of Con-
gress’ aggressive PayCM 
campaign targeted against 
him. Under the campaign, 
Congress had started put-
ting up posters on public 
walls in various parts of Kar-
nataka accusing the Bommai 
government of indulging in 
corruption. Karnataka is 
headed into elections for its 
Legislative Assembly early 
next year.
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CM Bommai vows to bring BJP 
back to power in Karnataka

Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai.

allegation

mumBai court extends 
remand of 5 pfi 
accused till 3 octoBer

A Mumbai court on Mon-
day extended the remand 
of 5 PFI accused arrested 
in Mumbai for another 8 
days.

The extension has been 
granted till October 3. The 
accused were produced be-
fore the court at the end of 
their 5-day remand today.

The accused were arrest-
ed on September 22 in raids 
by multi-agency teams led 
by the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) across 
several states for alleged 
support to terror activities 
in the country.

The National Investiga-
tion Agency, Enforcement 
Directorate and the state 
police forces jointly carried 
out coordinated searches 
at the houses and offices of 
the PFI leaders and mem-
bers across India.

Searches were conducted 
at 93 locations in 15 states 
of India in which over 100 
activists of the Popular 
Front of India (PFI) were 
arrested.

The states where the raids 
were conducted included 
Andhra Pradesh (4 plac-
es), Telangana (1), Delhi 
(19), Kerala (11), Karnataka 
(8), Tamil Nadu (3), Ut-
tar Pradesh (1), Rajasthan 
(2), Hyderabad (5), Assam, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Goa, West Bengal, 
Bihar and Manipur.

The searches were con-
ducted in connection with 
five cases registered by the 
NIA following “continued 
inputs and evidence” that 
the PFI leaders and cadres 
were involved in the fund-
ing of terrorism and ter-
rorist activities, organising 
training camps for provid-
ing armed training and 
radicalising people to join 
banned organisations.

A large number of crimi-
nal cases were registered in 

different states over the last 
few years against the PFI 
and its leaders and mem-
bers for their involvement 
in many violent acts.

Earlier on September 25, 
Pune Police registered a 
case against the protesters 
who allegedly raised pro-
Pakistan slogans in Pune.

‘Pakistan Zindabad’ slo-
gans were raised outside 
the District Collector’s of-
fice on Friday in Pune city 
where Popular Front of In-
dia (PFI) cadres gathered 
against the recent arrests of 
its leaders across the coun-
try.

Some protestors were de-
tained by Pune police and 
a case was registered for 
unlawful assembly against 
protestors. Police also ar-
rested some protestors.

“Case registered under 
sections of rioting and 
for blocking the roads at 
Bund Garden police sta-
tion. Probe underway per-
taining to videos that went 
viral. Stringent action to 
be taken against culprits,” 
said Sagar Patil, Deputy 
Commissioner of Police, 
Zone II, Pune.

Earlier, Pune Police had 
said they will probe and 
verify the videos and action 
will be taken accordingly.

“We have received some 
videos, we will investigate 
and verify them completely 
and take action according-
ly,” the DCP had said.

Reacting to the sloganeer-
ing incident, Maharashtra 
Deputy Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis, who is 
also the state Home Min-
ister said stringent action 
will be taken. “We will take 
stringent action against any 
person raising Pakistan 
Zindabad slogans in Maha-
rashtra,” Fadnavis said.

Bharatiya Janata Party 
MLA Nitesh Rane took to 
Twitter and warned those 
raising such slogans. He 
also sought a ban on PFI. 
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aBusive words

malayalam actor 
arrested for aBusing 
ancHor during interview

The Maradu Police arrested 
Malayalam actor Sreenath 
Bhasi on Monday for alleg-
edly misbehaving with a 
female anchor working for 
online media during an in-
terview for his movie ‘Chat-
tambi’.

A case was registered last 
week against Bhasi based 
on the journalist’s complaint 
that the actor used abusive 
words against her and other 
crew members during an in-
terview to promote his latest 
movie Chattambi. Police will 
further record statements of 
the complainant and wit-
nesses and also check the 
CCTV visuals of the hotel 
where the interview took 
place.’

Reacting to the incident, 
the actor said on Saturday 
that he “did not shout at any-

one”. “It was my reaction as 
a normal human being,” he 
said.

Following the incident, 
another clip of an earlier 
interview with a male radio 
jockey surfaced on the inter-
net in which Bhasi allegedly 
used abusive language.

Sreenath Bhasi will be 
playing the lead role for the 
first time in the movie Chat-
tambi.
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Malayalam actor Sreenath 
Bhasi 

unautHorised structures

SC rejects plea challenging HC’s order 
on demolishing Rane’s bungalow 

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day rejected a plea challeng-
ing the Bombay High Court 
order which directed the 
Brihanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation (BMC) to de-
molish unauthorised con-
struction at Union minister 
Narayan Rane’s bungalow in 
Mumbai’s Juhu.

The Supreme Court dis-
missed the plea and gave 
three months time to Rane to 
comply with the laws relat-
ing to construction. Senior 
Advocate Mukul Rohatgi 
and Satish Manshinde ar-
gued the matter on behalf 
of Narayan Rane along with 
lawyers Shardul Singh, Pre-
rna Gandhi, Shreeyas Lalit 
Advocates and Karanjawala 
and Co-Senior Partner Ruby 
Singh Ahuja and advocates 
Deepti Sarin, Hancy Maini, 
Lakshya Khanna, Narayan 

Rane, Union Minister has 
approached the Apex Court 
seeking a stay of the demoli-
tion of alleged unauthorised 
structures carried out in a 
residential premise namely 
‘Aadish Bungalow’ situated 
at Juhu, Mumbai.

The petition was filed by 
Rane’s family-owned com-
pany, Kaalkaa Real Estates 
Pvt. Ltd., seeking interim di-
rections that a stay be grant-
ed against order of Bombay 
HC on June 23 and Septem-
ber 20 this year. This peti-
tion was also filed against 
Municipal Corporation.

The petition is concerned 
with the land situated at 
Juhu, Mumbai totally ad-
measuring 2209 square 
meters of which the Peti-
tioner owns 1187.84 square 
meters. After obtaining nec-
essary permissions from the 
Municipal Corporation for 
Greater Mumbai (MCGM), 
Kaalkaa Real Estates car-

ried out construction of 
residential premises known 
as ‘Aadish Bungalow’. After 
completion of the said con-
struction, an Occupation 
Certificate was issued on 
January 23 in 2013.

MCGM issued various No-
tices under Section 351 (IA) 
of the Mumbai Municipal 
Corporation Act, 1881 alleg-
ing that some parts of the 
Bungalow were unauthor-
ised and alleging a change 
of user of the said parts. 
The same was contested by 
the petitioner and MCGM 
passed orders on March 11 
and 16 this year. These or-
ders were not in favour of 
the petitioner and were thus 
challenged in a writ petition 
before the High Court. Vari-
ous Petitions were filed chal-
lenging subsequent notices 
and orders and the Petition-
er now left with no recourse 
was constrained to approach 
the SC, the petitioner said.
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Heinous crime

22-year-old killed 
with sharp weapons 
in Mumbai

A man was allegedly mur-
dered with sharp weapons 
in the Sion Koliwada area 
in Mumbai, police said on 
Monday.

The deceased has been 
identified as 22-year-old 
Tushar Wag, who was a 
resident of PMC Colony in 
Dharavi. The police have 
registered a case under sec-
tions 302 and 34 of the In-
dian Penal Code (IPC) and 
started the investigation.

According to the police, 
Tushar was going to his 
grandmother’s place on Sat-
urday night. The accused 
knew about it and were al-
ready waiting for Tushar. 
As soon as he came there, 
the three accused attacked 
Tushar with sharp weapons, 
after which he died.

The police sent the body of 
the deceased to Sion Hospi-
tal for post-mortem. Police 
suspect old enmity as the 
reason for the murder.

Further investigation is un-
derway in the case. 
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BSF organises ‘Bharat Darshan’ tour for 35 children of Jammu.

giving exposure

Bsf organises eigHt-day ‘BHarat darsHan’ 
tour for 35 cHildren of Jammu
The Border Security Force 
(BSF) on Monday started an 
eight-day ‘Bharat Darshan’ 
tour of children hailing from 
remote border areas of the 
Jammu region.

The tour, which will com-
mence from September 27 
to October 4, includes 35 
children-- 20 boys and 15 
girls. These students belong 
to a humble background and 
were selected from remote 
border areas, said the BSF 
in a statement.

“During the tour, children 
will get an opportunity to 

visit various monuments in 
Gujarat like Kamala Nehru 

Zoo, Sabarmati River Front, 
Sabarmati Ashram, Statue of 

Unity, Sardar Sarovar Dam, 
Akshardham Temple, Guja-
rat Science City, Amul Dairy 
and Narendra Modi Sta-
dium. During this tour chil-
dren will also get a chance to 
meet the Governor and Chief 
Minister of Gujarat,” men-
tions the statement.

The aim of organizing the 
tour is to give exposure to 
the children hailing from 
the border areas about the 
rich heritage, culture and 
grandeur of our nation and 
help them to understand the 
unity in diversity of India, it 
said.

Inspector General, BSF 
Jammu, D K Boora flagged 

off the ‘Bharat Darshan’ tour.
Boora interacted with 

children and said that it is a 
“great opportunity for these 
children, not only to en-
hance their knowledge but 
also to know about different 
culture and traditions of our 
country”.

He further added that be-
sides guarding the borders, 
BSF Jammu is also playing 
an active role in national in-
tegration by way of conduct-
ing such types of tours for 
the children of remote areas. 
These tours have garnered 
huge popularity among the 
masses of remote border ar-
eas of the Jammu region. 
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plea reJected

sHaH rukH kHan gets relief from supreme court in 2017 stampede case
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The Supreme Court on Mon-
day granted relief to Shah Rukh 
Khan as it upheld Gujarat High 
Court which quashed the case 
against him related to the 2017 
stampede in Vadodara Railway 
Station.

A bench of Justice Ajay Ras-
togi and Justice CT Raviku-
mar rejected the plea filed by a 
complainant against Shahrukh 
Khan. The complainant had 

challenged a Gujarat High Court 
order. The Supreme Court re-
fused to interfere with the or-
der passed by the High Court of 
Gujarat quashing the complaint 
filed by the complainant against 
the actor.

On April 27, 2022, Gujarat 
High Court ordered quashing 
the criminal case against Shah 
Rukh Khan for allegedly causing 
a stampede at Vadodara Railway 
Station while promoting his film 
Raees in 2017. The actor along 
with his production team was 

travelling from Mumbai to Delhi 
to promote their Hindi feature 
film ‘Raees’.

The complainant, Jitendra 
Madhubhai Solanki had filed a 
private complaint against Khan 
before the Judicial Magistrate, 
First Class, Vadodara, alleging 
his presence at the Vadodara 
Railway Station coupled with 
him throwing T-shirts and smi-
ley balls at the crowd assembled 
at the station led to the alleged 
stampede.

On an application preferred 

by Shah Rukh Khan seeking a 
quashing of the said complaint, 
the High Court of Gujarat had to 
vide order dated April 27, 2022 
quashed the complaint filed 
against Khan.

The Petitioner was repre-
sented by Senior advocate Vijay 
Kumar while Shah Rukh Khan 
was represented by Senior advo-
cate Siddharth Luthra, briefed 
by a team from Karanjawala 
and Company Advocates led by 
Ruby Singh Ahuja and Sandeep 
Kapur, Senior Partners. Shah Rukh Khan.
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Those who imagine that 
they can woo voters of 
Gujarat by giving free-

bies or making tall promises 
are going to be greatly disillu-
sioned. Gujarat is a different 
territory where people are 
known for their acute business 
sense and they work on real-
time possibilities. An average 
Gujarati businessman (read 
voter) thinks about his long-
term interest and does not get 
swayed by the momentary 
kick that rush of adrenalin 
may give him from these po-
litical promises.

Gujaratis have been voting 
for stability and development 
politics that also facilitates 
business. They know that if 
the situation is safe and pre-
dictable, they don’t need to 
worry about their next day’s 
meal. The soil values entre-
preneurship and hard work. 
Realistic promises, therefore, 
cut more ice than such vain 

promises. One does not find 
the same level of backward-
ness that you may witness in 
other states of India. The Sau-
rashtra region that used to lag 
behind has caught up fast on 
the development roadmap. So 
has the Kutch region after the 
devastating earthquake that 
forced rebuilding the regions 
using modern structures and 
techniques.

All these explain why the 
Congress has failed to dislodge 
the BJP for the last many years 
despite using all kinds of tricks 
and chicanery. During its un-
interrupted reign since 1995, 
the BJP has witnessed dissen-
sions, factionalism and split. 
But it has always managed to 
surprise critics by winning 
elections one after the other. 
The opposition has failed to 
understand the basis of the 
support the BJP enjoys.

The KHAM (Kshatriyas, 
Harijans, Adivasis and Mus-
lims) strategy that gave the 
Congress astounding victory 
in 1985 failed to revive after the 
arrival of the Janata Dal- BJP in 
government in 1990 and then 
the government of the BJP on 
its own in 1995. The KHAM 
was basically a divisive po-
litical strategy by which these 
caste and religious groups 
were to be combined to come 
to power and rule over others. 
Ever since 1995, the Congress 

has been drumming up vari-
ous charges against the BJP 
including corruption at high 
places. When it failed to check-
mate Narendra Modi as Chief 
Minister of Gujarat due to his 
ways to win hearts of people, 
they drummed up various 
corruption charges, including 
favouritism to certain busi-
ness houses. The Congress 
even gave a representation to 
the President of India in 2011 
about the allegations that con-
tained 17 items running into 
more than 1000 pages.

The response of the Modi 
government was to immedi-
ately set-up a judicial inquiry 
under retired Supreme Court 
Judge Justice M.B. Shah. The 
Shah Commission that sub-
mitted its report in 22 volumes 
running into more than 5,000 
pages did not find any wrong-
doing on the part of the state 
government and trashed the 
allegations as baseless. The 
report tabled in the assembly 
in 2017 gave a clean chit to Na-
rendra Modi and his govern-
ment. The tirade on corruption 
against Narendra Modi had 
fallen flat.

The Congress tried to woo 
voters with lucrative of-
fers that included waiver or 
slashing of power tariff by 
half and promised to allo-
cate Rs 32,000 crore for 2.5 
million unemployed youths 
under which every such per-
son was to be given Rs 4000 
per month as unemployment 
allowance. It promised free 
housing for single women 
and announced reservation 
to Patel community in educa-
tion and jobs. The Congress 
manifesto also promised to 
abolish the contract system 
in government employment 
and replace it with permanent 

employment.
One would have expected 

that after these dream an-
nouncements the Congress 
would have won. The party 
won the highest number of 
seats since 1985 but fell short 
of numbers to dislodge the BJP. 
This was the best the Congress 
could do and also it was the 
first election, after many years, 
where Narendra Modi was not 
the chief ministerial candidate. 
The BJP has been in power in 
the state since 1995.

AAP coordinator Arvind 
Kejriwal is trying similar 
tricks, although his party does 
not have the same base as that 
of the Congress. He knows that 
the turf is weak and if has to 
get an outside chance, he must 
offer freebies. And he is actual-
ly on a freebies spree. Some of 
the electoral promises include 
an allowance of Rs 1,000 per 
month to all women above the 
age of 18, free electricity up to 
300 units for all households, 
waiver of all electricity bills 
till 31 December 2021 and 
unemployment allowance 
of Rs 3,000 per month to all 
unemployed youths.

These promises may have 
electrified the election mood 
in anti-Modi media, this is 
unlikely to unnerve the BJP 
which knows the turf of Guja-
rat quite well. The BJP has the 
benefit of a well-oiled election 
machinery in the entire state 
up to the panna level. Every 
BJP worker knows that Guja-
rat cannot be allowed to slip 
away. If local elections are any 
indication, since it reflects the 
hold of the party in the elector-
ate, the BJP is sitting tall. The 
party swept all the six munici-
pal corporations in 2021 and 
its performance was the best 
in the last two decades. It won 

483 of the 576 seats. The AAP 
stunned everyone by winning 
27 of the 120 seats in Surat in 
its debut performance. Of 
these 25 seats were held by 
the Congress.

The AAP challenge, if at all, 
is to replace the Congress as 
the main opposition. It has 
failed to impress BJP voters. 
It would be extremely dif-
ficult for Congress voters to 
ditch the party and support 
the AAP since the Congress 
is a formidable opposition. The 
Gujarat turf will surely help 
Kejriwal project himself as a 
poor challenger and would 
be interesting from a media 
viewpoint.

Whether the Congress 
would be able to retain its hold 
is difficult to predict looking at 
its poor record at the munici-
pal polls. Also, its leaders have 
crossed over to the BJP after 
realising that the Congress 
was a bad choice for their 
politics. Its poster boy, Har-
dik Patel, who the Congress 
had lapped up after his stir in 
the name of reservation for the 
Patels and made him working 
president of the state party, has 
already joined the BJP. Former 
Gujarat minister Naresh Raval 
and former Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Raju Parmar recently left 
the Congress and joined the 
BJP.

It is natural for the AAP to 
become ambitious after the 
party’s spectacular victory 
in Punjab where it won 92 of 
the 117 seats. Many tall lead-
ers such as Captain Navjot 
Singh Sidhu, Prakash Singh 
Badal, Sukhbir Singh Badal, 
Navjot Singh Sidhu and then 
chief minister Charanjit 
Singh Channi lost the poll. 
They were all defeated by 
lesser minions. There was 

complete disillusionment in 
Punjab because of factionalism 
in the Congress, weakness in 
the Shiromani Akali Dal and 
the failure of the BJP to mark 
its strong electoral presence 
on its own. Freebies and ris-
ing unemployment and soft 
pedalling the Khalistan issue 
worked for the AAP.

There is no such issue in 
Gujarat that dominated the 
Punjab political campaign. 
The electoral fight has been 
primarily between the BJP 
and the Congress. Some lead-
ers have tried to form political 
parties and try their luck but 
failed miserably. The state is a 
land of opportunities. It is said 
that if you are ready to work 
you will never be unemployed.

There is a sizeable presence 
of BJP’s cadre all across the 
state. Besides being ideologi-
cally strong, most of these BJP 
workers are personally loyal 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. Most belong to the hu-
man stock Modi built when he 
was in the State organisation 
in the early 1990s and later as 
chief minister. He had identi-
fied them when they were 
young and aspiring to play 
an active role in politics. Both 
Modi and Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah, who worked as 
a team in Gujarat, are in touch 
with them and take them into 
confidence while formulating 
the strategy for the state.

There are some people who 
want to impress with their Ser-
gius-like romantic approach. It 
may work one time or maybe 
twice, but it won’t work all the 
time because they may meet 
their match in Bluntschli’s 
approach based on a cool 
calibrated strategy. It may be 
a case of too much sound and 
fury producing nothing.

Dislodging BJP from 
Gujarat is impossible
The opposition has failed to understand the basis of the support the BJP enjoys. 
Gujaratis have been voting for stability and development politics that also 
facilitates business. The politics of freebies or making tall promises won’t work.
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opinion
SudeSh Verma

Recently, during bilateral talks 
with Russian President Putin 
at the SCO Summit, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
shared his views. On the 
one hand, when the whole 
world grapples with the dire 
consequences of the Russia-
Ukraine war, and wondering 
how to stop the war, Modiji 
categorically told Putin, “This 
century is not of war.” For the 
past six months, experts in 
international politics, vari-
ous organizations and even 
the common man have been 
wondering, “Is this century of 
war?” Then why has this war 
between Russia and Ukraine 

not only broken out, but also 
went on for six months and 
still there is no sign of its end. 
While leaders like Biden are 
opening new fronts against 
Russia in the seventy-seventh 
session of the United Nations 
General Assembly, apart from 
discussing the issues related 
to energy and food crisis aris-
ing out of this war, Putin, on 
the other hand, is neither 
afraid of any criticism or sanc-
tions, nor stepping back from 
the war.

Over the past six months, we 
have seen how Russia, along 
with few separatist forces, 
occupied the north-eastern 
regions of Ukraine and moved 
forward, so much so that there 
was an outcry in Ukraine. 
Then Zelenskyy appeared as 
a war hero with a gun, and 
deployed thousands of his 
civilians before the Russian 
army. Then a few days later, 
he was seen crying in front 
of the world for the violation 

of human rights in Ukraine 
by Russian troops. He was 
sometimes seen as a hero who 
was determined not to kneel 
against a superpower like 
Russia for the sovereignty of 
his small country, and some-
times he was seen as a puppet 
of US and NATO countries, 
who repeatedly took U-turns 
from their own statements. 
We saw Bucha massacre, 
the arms race intensifying, 
threat of nuclear accident 
posed by the Russian attack 
on the Zaporizhia nuclear 
plant, and more. We also felt 
the crises of energy, food, hu-
man rights, environment and 
economic systems. Putin at-
tacked Ukraine with the insis-
tence that Ukraine should not 
become a member of NATO. 
That is a thing of the past. In 
these six months, the Russian 
army registered victory some-
times, and also faced defeat 
from Ukrainian army. Recent-
ly, the Russian army seems to 
be losing various won posts in 
Ukraine. The fear of the unfa-
vourable weather ahead is also 
haunting the Russian army. 
On the other hand, Ukraine 
is completely ruined. Zelen-
skyy is getting weapons and 
arms from US, but who will 
resettle Ukraine, is still an 
unanswered question. On the 

other hand, due to this war, 
new theatres of war are seen 
opening in the Indo-Pacific 
and Central Asian regions. 
In between, various interna-
tional forums and countries 
like Turkey have also tried 
to stop the war, but all have 
failed before the war.

Why is the war not stop-
ping? Looking at Russia, its 
intentions were clear from day 
one. Putin not only wants to 
return the glory of the old So-
viet Union to today’s Russia; 
he is also angry with the rapid 
‘NATO’fication of countries in 
his region. Russia never plans 
for a day or two or a week or 
so. Whatever the western 
media may say today, US also 
knows that not only is Rus-
sia capable of dragging this 
war for a long time, it is also 
capable of bringing the world, 
especially Europe on its feet 
because of its energy reserves. 
On the strength of this, Putin 
was not only able to cope with 
all the sanctions, he was also 
able to make unprecedented 
profits during the war by sell-
ing oil and gas at his arbitrary 
prices. Putin is fighting a war 
to achieve far-reaching objec-
tives. And despite losing some 
of the territories occupied by 
Ukraine to Ukraine, at least 
presently, it cannot be said 

that Russia lost this war.
This war is actually happen-

ing between Russia and US. 
Looking at US, it has played 
a decisive role in motivating 
Ukraine to go to this war. In 
the early stages, Zelensky also 
said several times that he felt 
that he had been made a pawn 
of NATO countries. The US 
not only strengthened the 
Western camp’s military al-
liance, NATO with this one 
move, but also made a lot of 
profit by being the largest 
trader of the arms market in 
the world. Small countries 
around Ukraine not only ran 
to become members of NATO 
in fear, they also spent a large 
part of their budget in their 
military budget to buy weap-
ons from US. 

India has put forward a 
balanced side in all these six 
months. India did not appear 
to be taking sides in Ukraine 
and Russia. But it condemned 
the Bucha massacre. India is 
understanding very well that 
this is a war of two superpow-
ers, and it is requesting to stop 
the war, but is not standing in 
any camp. 

Putin understands India’s 
neutral role. His stand was 
clearly visible in the talks 
with Modiji. Not only did he 
respond positively to Modiji’s 

advice, he also spoke on global 
concerns related to energy 
and food. Here the western 
camp also appreciated India 
for advising Russia to stop the 
war without any delay. India 
knows very well what its own 
concerns are. As an emerg-
ing power of the world, India 
will not allow any country or 
lobby to use itself. At the same 
time, India seems committed 
to a permanent seat in the Se-
curity Council of the United 
Nations. Today’s world is a 
world of emerging powers 
and in order to avoid further 
wars like Ukraine-Russia, it 
is necessary that the balance 
of poles should be maintained 
in global politics. That is why 
it is necessary for all those 
countries like India, which 
have emerged as new poles 
of global politics, to achieve 
decisive positions in interna-
tional bodies.

Along with Putin, Biden also 
needs to understand that this 
century is not of Europe or 
the superpowers, this century 
is not of war either. This cen-
tury is the century of Latin US, 
Asia and Africa. This century 
is the century of development. 
Only by understanding this, 
the end of this war is possible.
The author is Professor, School 
of International Studies, JNU.

This is the century of development, not war

opinion
anShu JoShi

SCO SUMMIT

After a near-riot like situation in Leicester and Bir-
mingham in the UK, where Hindu houses and tem-
ples were targeted by Islamist mobs, many of them 
Pakistanis, the subcontinental divide seems to have 
reached the UK. It started post a cricket match be-
tween India and Pakistan, where the manhandling 
of the Indian flag by a man mistaken to be a Pakistani, 
led to a scuffle. This incident was picked up by the 
Pakistanis—and there is no dearth of them in the 
UK—to propagate falsely that Hindus were attacking 
Muslims. This led to many Islamists attacking Hindu 
neighbourhoods. As the matter continued to simmer, 
a protest march by some Hindus—some of them were 
apparently carrying Indian flags and chanting a re-
ligious slogan—in a Pakistani neighbourhood, was 
again falsely portrayed as a call to violence against the 
residents there. From thereon, matters have escalated 
to levels where Hindus, many of them of Indian origin, 
are living in fear, while the Pakistanis take control of 
the streets.

The situation seems to have been aggravated by the 
agenda-driven coverage by mainstream British me-
dia, which tried to draw false equivalence between 
the victims and the aggressors, and resorted to victim 
blaming, including falsely seeing BJP-RSS hand in the 
violence. They toned down their coverage only after 
the local police stepped in to say all that the victims 
had been accused of was actually fake, but by then a lot 
of damage had been done. It’s extremely problematic 
that the British media fell for the Pakistani narrative. 
But then when did the British media ever see India or 
Indian origin people, without the benefit of coloured 
glasses? It has a long history of bias against what it 
calls a “former British colony”. And now, thanks to 
their hatred for anything remotely right of centre, the 
narrative-spinning against India has reached cacopho-
nous levels, primarily because one such government 
is in power in India. India, according to the British 
media, is now a cauldron of communal violence and 
hatred, where the minority community is oppressed 
and discriminated against. This is the narrative that 
Pakistan and interests arrayed against India spin 
against India, worldwide, and in which many Indian 
and Indian-origin intellectuals add fuel. Britain’s 
mainstream media is willing to be duped by the Paki-
stanis because the latter feed their confirmation bias. 
The Indian government can afford to brush off this 
western media coverage as ill-informed and biased, 
because when it comes to India’s “comprehensive na-
tional power”, such attacks are pinpricks at best. India 
is too big and important to be affected by the carping 
of, for instance, a city reporter in a British newspaper. 
But the common man cannot afford to be the soft tar-
get in all such incidents, with the attackers justifying 
their actions on what the media has told them about 
India and Hindus. Hence, it’s extremely reckless on the 
part of the western media to promote this anti-India, 
anti-Hindu narrative, because they are making the 
common Hindu/Indian a vulnerable target of bigots 
and zealots.

Also the recent incidents have given rise to some 
voices in the UK that say that diaspora politics is dif-
ferent from India’s politics and that whatever may be 
happening in India, in the UK they are not like that. 
The obvious question: what is happening in India that 
these people have to be so ashamed of this country? 
India is a thriving democracy; a major power both eco-
nomically and militarily; India’s soft power has global 
reach; India is among the top do-gooders of the world, 
be it as the first responder in disaster situations in its 
neighbourhood or when supplying vaccines to the 
world; India is an aspirational and upwardly mobile 
society, where if given the right opportunity even the 
poorest of the poor can thrive. Indians are living the 
Indian dream, and its government, in fact all its gov-
ernments, must have had some contribution to make 
that dream possible. So why should a section of the 
diaspora feel ashamed about a government Indians 
have chosen, legitimately and democratically? And 
in the case of the current government, the incumbent 
Prime Minister is a world leader, with Mexico wanting 
him to sort out the Ukraine crisis along with the Pope, 
and the French President quoting his “this is not the 
era of war” statement during his own speech at the 
United Nations.

So, what is happening in this country according to a 
section of the diaspora? Religious divide? Oppression 
of the minorities? It is as if religious divisions never 
existed in a country that was born out of religious par-
tition. Also, screaming “minority oppression” does not 
help without proof, and till date there is no proof, not-
withstanding the mudslinging by a particular section. 
The truth is, India is as united or as divided as it has 
always been; as communal or as secular as it always 
was. Hence, the rhetoric used against it to berate it, is 
just that—rhetoric.

A question now about the law and order machinery 
in the UK. If Indians and Pakistanis live in harmony 
in the Gulf, one of the reasons for that is the robust 
law and order machinery there. While in Britain, too 
much political correctness will not even allow saying 
that they have a major problem of radicalisation in 
their hands. It is time the UK rectified the situation, 
including ensuring a fair investigation into the Leices-
ter violence.

Joyeeta Basu

perspective
UK MUST ACT
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pRObe INTO 
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The Division bench com-
prising of Justices Sanjiv 
Khanna and the Justice J.K. 
Maheshwari in the case 
of Shaji Paulose versus 
Institute of Chartered Ac-
countants of India Transfer 
Case observed that on Sep-
tember 22 continued hear-
ing the challenge against a 
rule issued by the Institute 
of Chartered Accountants 
of India barring members 
from accepting more than 
the “specified number of tax 
audit assignments” (at pres-
ent, the upper limit is set at 
60) in a financial year. Thus, 
this case is now being adju-
dicated almost two years af-
ter the Supreme Court had 
decided to withdraw simi-
lar writ petitions pending in 
different High Courts and 
authoritatively pronounce 
the law on the subject itself.

Facts of the Case:
In 1984, the compulsory 

tax audit regime was in-
troduced by the insertion 
of Section 44AB in the In-
come-tax Act, 1961, which 
came into effect on April 1, 

1985. However, this section 
of the Act made it obligatory 
for a person carrying on a 
business or a profession 
with total sales, turnover 
or gross receipts exceed-
ing a certain threshold 
prescribed in any previous 
year in the Act, to get their 
accounts of such previous 
year audited by a Char-
tered Accountant. Under 
the section, the condition 
laid down is fulfilled only 
when such an assessee pro-
cures a report of the audit 
in the prescribed form duly 
signed and verified by the 
Chartered Accountant be-
fore a specified date.

It was observed that only 
the accounts maintained 
by companies and coopera-
tive societies were required 
to be audited under the 
Companies Act, 1956 and 
the Co-operative Societies 
Act, 1912 respectively, before 
1985. Therefore, other cat-
egories of taxpayers were 
exempt from this obligation 
to get their accounts audit-
ed. Adding to it, the Section 
44AB was enacted primar-
ily to counter tax evasion 

and check fraudulent prac-
tices.

It stated that in 1988, in the 
exercise of the powers con-
ferred by Clause (ii) of Part 
II of the Second Schedule 
to the Chartered Accoun-
tants Act, 1949, the Council 
of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India had 
issued a notification which 
prohibits the members 
from accepting more than 
the specified number of tax 
audit assignments as pro-
vided under Section 44AB 
of the Income-tax Act, 1961 
in a financial year. Further, 
in the case of a Chartered 
Accountant firm, this limi-
tation would be applicable 
to each partner. In the noti-
fication it was categorically 
stated that non-compliance 
with the said provision 
would result in the delin-
quent member being held 
guilty of ‘professional mis-
conduct’. The Chartered 
Accountants Act, 1949 was 
amended by the Parliament 
in 2006, after which the 
impugned notification was 
superseded by Guidelines 
issued on August 8, 2008.

in court

Plea to Be Heard cHallenging 
icai rule limiting numBer 
of tax audits By cHartered 
accountants Per year
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in court

The Kolkata Bench Income 
Tax Appellate Tribunal 
(ITAT) in the case M/s Fo-
rum Projects Pvt. Ltd. Versus 
DCIT(IT) observed and has 
ordered that no TDS on pay-
ment of fees for technical ser-
vices (FTS) to non-residents 
not having a Permanent Es-
tablishment (PE) in India.

The two-member bench 
comprising of Vice Presi-
dent, Rajpal Yadav and the 
Accountant Member, Rajesh 
Kumar has observed that the 
payment made to non-res-
ident recipients not having 
any permanent establish-
ment in India and also that 
the services being provided 
are not in the nature of roy-
alty and fee for the technical 
services.

The assessee/appellant is 
a company registered and 
incorporated in India and 
engaged in the business of 
construction and develop-
ment of projects during the 
year. Thus, the assessee was 
engaged in a construction 
and development project 
called Atmosphere in Kol-
kata during the instant year. 
An agreement was entered by 
the assessee company with 
M/s Web Structures Pte. Ltd., 
to have a registered office at 
146, Robinson Road, Singa-
pore.

However, M/s Web Struc-
tures Pte. Ltd. is a structural 
engineering consultancy 
firm and the services provid-
ed to the assessee company 

were in the nature of con-
cept and schematic design, 
detailed design, contract 
documentation, tender and 
recommendation, design de-
velopment and the construc-
tion etc.

During the year, a sum of 
Rs. 1,552,56,351 was paid by 
the assessee to the consultan-
cy company as a consultancy 
fee for providing the above 
services. However, the said 
company is the non-resident 
company and incorporated 
in Singapore and did not 
have any permanent estab-
lishment in India, according 
to the assessee. Since the resi-
dent does not have any per-
manent establishment in In-
dia and is a non-resident, the 
provisions of Section 195(1) 
of the Act are not applicable.

 It was observed that ac-
cording to AO, the assessee 
was liable to deduct tax at 
source from the payment 
made to the company. Fur-
ther, the payment of the 
foreign company is covered 
under Article 12(3)(a) of the 
Treaty and constitutes a pay-
ment towards royalty. As per 
AO, the services rendered by 
the M/s Web Structures Pte. 
Ltd. to the assessee other 
than the supply of draw-
ings/ design are subsidiary 
and ancillary to the applica-
tion and enjoyment of rights, 
property, or information for 
which payment described in 
Article 12(3)(a) of the Treaty is 
made to the foreign company, 
and thus a portion of the pay-
ment relating to the supply of 

managerial consultancy and 
technical services under the 
Agreement entered between 
both the companies falls un-
der this category.

It was stated that the entire 
payment under the Treaty to 
M/s Web Structures Pte. Ltd. 
is in the nature of a payment 
for royalty and the fee for 
technical services. It was 
observed by AO that since 
there was no information 
available about M/s Web 
Structures Pte. Ltd. being the 
beneficial owner of the pay-
ment and received by it under 
Article 12(2), subsequently, 
the domestic tax rates were 
provided and the tax payable 
was computed.

The Order of AO was con-
firmed by CIT(A) by hold-
ing that the payment made 
to the foreign company by 
the assessee falls within the 
meaning of Article 12 of the 
DTAA between India and 
Singapore and therefore 
was liable for deduction of 
tax under section 195 of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961.

It was submitted by the as-

sessee that since the assessee 
did not have any permanent 
establishment in India and 
was providing the service 
only from Singapore, the 
provisions under Section 195 
of the Income Tax Act, 1961 
provides that the same are 
not applicable.

Further, the department 
contended that the assessee 
has received services in lieu 
of royalty and fee for taxes 
paid to the foreign company 
which are covered under 
Article 12(4)(a) of Treaty. 
However, the appeal of the 
assessee may be dismissed.

It was ruled by the ITAT 
that the conditions set out 
in Article 12(4)(a) of the Tax 
Treaty are not met, and the 
services are not provided 
under technical knowledge, 
skill, etc. by using them in-
dependently in the future, 
nor has any design or draw-
ing been provided to the as-
sessee that can be used inde-
pendently.

Accordingly, the ITAT di-
rected the AO to delete the 
demand.

ITAT: No TDS on payment of FTS to 
non-resident not having PE in India
TDG NeTwork

On Monday, the Chief 
Justice of India UU 
Lalit stated that the 

Supreme Court will soon 
have its own platform for 
live-streaming. The statement 
was made by the CJI when 
a counsel mentioned that 
the Supreme Court should 
secure its copyright when 
the proceedings are live-
streamed in YouTube. Thus, 
the counsel sought the urgent 

listing of the petition filed in 
that regard.

The CJI Lalit stated while 
posting the petition on Oc-
tober 17 that, “we’ll have our 
own platform, these are the 
initial stages”.

The Constitution Bench 
hearings are likely to be live 
streamed from September 27.

On September 26, 2018, four 
year back, the Supreme Court 
in the Swapnil Tripathi case, 
had accepted in principle the 
idea of live-streaming cases of 
public importance. However, 

the live-streaming of hearings 
is yet to be implemented.

The proceedings before the 
ceremonial bench of CJI NV 
Ramana on his retirement 
day were live-streamed to 
the public on August 26. 
However, that remains so 
far, the only instance of the 
court proceedings being live 
streamed. Last week, it has 
been decided by the Supreme 
Court to start live-streaming 
of the Constitution Bench 
hearings from September 27.

in court

CJI U U LALIT says, Supreme 
Court to have its own platform 
for live streaming
TDG NeTwork

The Karnataka High Court 
in the case Karnataka Ex-
amination Authority v. 
Keerthana Y.H & Others ob-
served and has accepted the 
revised method formulated 
by the state government for 
assigning CET rankings to 
repeater-students, for ad-
mission to undergraduate 
courses in Engineering and 
Technology for the academic 
year 2022-23.

The division bench com-
prising of Acting Chief 
Justice Alok Aradhe and 
Justice S Vishwajith Shetty 
observed and has stated that 
during the course of hear-
ing, a consensus has been 
evolved amongst the learned 
counsel for the parties in re-
spect of second method for 

evaluation of the marks of 
II PUC batch 2021 for the 
UGCET for the academic 
year 2022–2023, be made on 
the basis for assigning CET 
rankings to the students. 
Therefore, it is directed that 
the aforesaid second method 
shall be made the basis for 
assigning CET rankings 
and the State Government 
shall issue a notification ac-
cordingly.

However, the state and 
Karnataka Examination Au-
thority had appealed against 
a single bench order which 
had directed the authority 
to redo the CET rankings for 
admission to undergraduate 
courses in Engineering and 
Technology. Thus, the bench 
has set aside the note dated 
July 30, 2022 by which the 
Authority had prescribed 

that the II PUC / XII stan-
dard marks obtained by the 
petitioners in 2021 and the 
same would not be consid-
ered for the purpose of CET 
ranking for the academic 
year 2022-2023.

It was observed that dur-
ing the pendency of the ap-
peals, the state of Karnataka 
had constituted an expert 
committee on 20.09.2022 
to examine the possibility 
of drawing a methodology 
in calculating the qualify-
ing examination marks of 
II PUC batch 2021 for the 
UGCET for the academic 
year 2022–2023.

Further, the committee 
after though the thorough 
examination of the issue for 
assigning CET Rankings, 
had recommended that af-
ter normalization, using the 

basis of 50% of CET marks, 
for determining the ranks 
for the covid batch students 
may improve their rank-
ing and this may affect the 
ranking of post covid batch 
of students to some extent 
and also to safeguard the 
interest of post covid batch 
students and the seats in IT 
related branches in colleges 
as per previous years pre-
ferred selection of seats may 
be increased by 10%.

While disposing of the 
appeal, the bench clarified 
that the qualifying marks 
secured in the examination 
of II PUC batch 2021 for 
the UGCET academic year 
2022–2023 shall be calculat-
ed only for the limited pur-
pose of assigning the CET 
ranking and the same shall 
have no further effect.

in court

KarnataKa HigH court directs state to 
consider normalization of marKs for 
rePeater candidates: cet 2022
TDG NeTwork
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Fund of Funds for Start-
ups (FFS), launched 
under Startup India 

initiative in 2016 by the 
Prime Minister, Shri Naren-
dra Modi has committed Rs. 
7,385 crore to 88 Alternative 
Investment Funds (AIFs) 
as of 24th September 2022. 
These AIFs in turn have 
invested Rs. 11,206 crore in 
720 startups. FFS has been 
playing a monumental role in 
mobilizing domestic capital 
in Indian startup ecosystem. 

FFS was announced with 
a corpus of Rs. 10,000 crore. 
The corpus is to be built up 
over 14th and 15th Finance 
Commission Cycles (FY 2016-
2020 and FY 2021-2025) 
through budgetary support 
by Department for Promo-
tion of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of 
Commerce & Industry, Gov-
ernment of India. Under FFS, 
support is extended to SEBI 
registered Alternative Invest-
ment Funds (AIFs), which in 

turn invest in startups.
FFS has not only made 

capital available for startups 
at early stage, seed stage and 
growth stage but also played 
a catalytic role in terms of fa-
cilitating raising of domestic 
capital, reducing dependence 
on foreign capital and en-
couraging home grown and 
new venture capital funds. 
Collectively, the AIFs sup-
ported by FFS have a target 
corpus of over Rs. 48,000 
crore. Among the promi-
nent AIFs of leading startup 
investment firms supported 
under FFS are Chiratae Ven-
tures, India Quotient, Blume 
Ventures, IvyCap, Water-
bridge, Omnivore, Aavish-
kaar, JM Financial, Fireside 
Ventures, and more.

The amount committed 
under FFS has seen a no-
table growth over the years 
recording a CAGR of over 
21% in since the launch of 
the Scheme. Furthermore, 
Small Industries Develop-
ment Bank of India (SIDBI) 
which is responsible for op-
erationalising the Scheme 

has undertaken a series of 
reforms recently to expedite 
the drawdowns to enable 
AIFs assisted under FFS to 
avail accelerated drawdowns. 
This has created a positive 
impact and have resulted 
in year on year (Q1 FY 2021-
22 vis-à-vis Q1 FY 2022-23) 
surge of 100% in the amount 
of drawdowns. 

FFS has helped anchor 
67 AIFs out of 88 AIFs sup-
ported and 38 of these are 
first time fund managers 
which is line with FFS’s 
core objective of anchoring 
venture capital investments 
for Indian startups. 

Investments into eligible 

startups is approximately 
3.7 times of FFS disburse-
ments which is well above 
the minimum stipulated 
2 times under the Scheme. 

Performing startups sup-
ported through FFS are 
showing valuation increase 
by more than 10 times 
with number of them even 

achieving unicorn status 
(valuation of over USD 1 bil-
lion). Dunzo, CureFit, Fresh-
ToHome, Jumbotail, Un-
academy, Uniphore, Vogo, 

Zostel,Zetwerk etc., are 
some of the notable start-
ups funded through FFS.
The returns generated from 
the success of these startups 

and innovation created will 
remain within the country 
and facilitate generation of 
employment and creation of 
wealth.

Govt. commits Rs. 7,385 crore under fund of funds for 
Startup India Investment for 88 Alternative Investment 
Funds (AIFs); 720 startups supported by AIFs
TDG NeTwork

•   Amount committed 
under FFS records 
a CAGR of over 21% 
since launch in 2016

•   Performing startups 
supported through 
FFS show valuation 
increase by more than 
10 times with some 
achieving unicorn 
status

function

“There should be no space for 
fraud in AB-PMJAY which 
aims for healthcare of the 
poorest from the society. 
We need to use all available 
technology tools to remove 
even the smallest scope for 
any fraud”. This was stated 
by Dr Mansukh Manda-
viya at the closing day of the 
two-day Arogya Manthan 
2022, celebrating comple-
tion of 4years of Ayushman 
Bharat PMJAY, and one year 
of Ayushman Bharat Digital 
Health Mission, here today. 
Ms Veena George, Minis-
ter of Health, Government 
of Kerala and Dr V K Paul, 
Member (Health), NITI 
Aayog were also present.

 Speaking on the occas-
sion while awarding top 
performing states, districts, 
integrators and health facili-
ties, Dr Mandaviya said that 
the two days’ brainstorming 
session would contribute to 
giving additional boost for 

rethinking and improving 
PM-JAY and ABDM. “Even 
a small suggestion has the 
power for bringing big 
change”, he stated. 

Dr Mandaviya urged states 
who are still to cover eligible 
beneficiaries, to accelerate 
their efforts to provide Ay-
ushman Bharat cards to all 
of them. He also encouraged 
stakeholders to bring inno-
vative solutions for integrat-
ing technology in digital 
health.

Union Health Minister 
awarded the Ayushman 
Utkrishtata Puraskaar (Ay-
ushman Excellence Awards) 
2022 to felicitate the Top Per-
forming State/UT (Andhra 
Pradesh), Top Performing 
District (Parvathipuram 
Manyam, Andhra Pradesh), 

Top Performing Govern-
ment Facility (District Hos-
pital Dharwad, Karnataka), 
Best Performing States 
(Kerala, Meghalaya, Guja-
rat, Manipur, Jharkhand, 
Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh 
and Madhya Pradesh), Best 
Performing UTs (Chandi-
garh, J&K), and PMAMs 
(Pradhan Mantri Arogya 
Mitras) under the AB PM-
JAY and ABDM. The win-
ners of ABDM Hackathon 
Series Round 1 (Bajaj Fin-
serv Health – Team Excali-
bur) were also awarded at 
the ceremony.

The second day of Arogya 
Manthan 2022 had panel 
discussions with eminent 
thought leaders from rel-
evant public and private 
sector organizations. 

dr Mansukh Mandaviya awards 
best perforMing states for 
pMJay and abdM at arogya 
Manthan 2022
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•   “There should be no space for fraud in AB-PMJAY 
which aims for healthcare of the poorest; technology 
to be used to remove scope for any fraud”

•   Stakeholders encouraged for innovations to integrate 
technology in digital healt

After completing the Narma-
da project which was pend-
ing since decades, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
completed the herculean task 
of bringing Narmada waters 
to Kutch

Under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the Government of Gu-
jarat is determined to solve  
the long-standing problems 
of the farmers, now 164 vil-
lages of Fatewadi, Kharikat 
and Nalkantha areas were 
included in the Narmada 
Command Area and the 
problem related to irrigation 
was ended

Narmada water  is taken  
to 53,215 hectare of land of 
farmers of 164 villages which 
were facing the problem of ir-
rigation, lakhs of people will 
be benefitted by this

Union Home and Coop-
eration Minister Amit Shah 
addressed the Kisan Sam-
melan in Ahmedabad, Gu-
jarat today. Many dignitaries 
including the Chief Minister 
of Gujarat, Shri Bhupendra 
Patel were also present on 
the occasion.

In his address, the Union 
Home Minister said that 
since many years 164 villages 
of this region have been de-
prived of complete irrigation 
system, but today under the 
leadership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, the Govern-
ment of Gujarat has includ-
ed 164 villages of Fatewadi, 
Kharicat and Nalkantha re-
gion under Narmada Com-
mand Area  to eliminate the  
problemls in irrigation. Now, 
Narmada’s water will be de-
livered to 53,215 hectare land 
of farmers of 164 villages 
troubled by the problem of 
irrigation, which will benefit 
lakhs of people. He said that 
now Narmada’s water would 
come through the canal and 
if farmers would be able to 
produce three crops on this 
70,000 hectare land, then 
this area would be full of 
prosperity.

Amit Shah said that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi  
had brought Narmada wa-

ters to this point in Gujarat. 
He said that the previous 
governments had stopped 
the Narmada scheme from 
1964 based on one or an-
other excuse, but when Shri 
Narendra Modi became the 
Chief Minister of Gujarat, 
he first worked as the Bha-
girath of Gujarat to imple-
ment the Narmada scheme in 
Ahmedabad. Shri Shah said 
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has implemented 
many schemes to double the 
income of farmers in the last 
8 years. Agricultural insur-
ance has been made scientific, 
attractive and easier for the 
common people so that they 
can use it. Every year, Shri 
Narendra Modi has made 
arrangements to directly de-
posit  Rs.6,000 in the bank 
accounts of small, big and 
marginal farmers.

The Union Cooperation 
Minister said that earlier 
there used to be black mar-
keting of fertilizers or ma-
nure and farmers did not 
get their due, but Shri Modi  
ended the black marketing 
of manure by introducing 
neem coated urea and is now 
promoting natural farming. 
Shah requested all the farm-
ers to adopt natural farming. 
He said that more than three 
lakh farmers in Gujarat have 
adopted natural farming. He 
said that 21 acres of natural 
farming can be done from 
one cow and there is no ex-
penditure on urea, pesticides 
etc. Shri Shah said that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is 
encouraging the farmers of 
the country to go for natural 
farming. The Union Home 
Minister requested the youth 
of Nalakantha to talk to five 
or ten progressive farmers 
doing natural farming in 
their village and know their 
experiences about natural 
farming.

Amit Shah said that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi  
has started many new ini-
tiatives through the Minis-
try of Cooperation. Primary 
Service Cooperative Boards 
used to do only lending 
work, but now they will 
also be able to work as FPOs. 

These divisions will now be 
able to take gas agency, they 
will also be given priority in 
petrol pumps, distribution 
of water and will also be 
able to do the work of PCO. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has connected all 
such works with Primary 

Service Cooperative Boards. 
He said that soon we are go-
ing to form a new multistate 
co-operative society which 
will act as export house and 
export the produce of the 
farmers and the profit will 
go into the bank account of 
the farmer. Apart from this, 

there is no system of market-
ing, certification and testing 
for natural farming at pres-
ent, hence we are moving 
towards creating such a 
cooperative society for the 
proper testing of both the 
soil and its produce and its 
branding with Amul.

Meet

union hoMe and cooperation Minister shri aMit 
shah addressed the kisan saMMelan in ahMedabad, 
guJarat today
TDG NeTwork

•    Prime Minister Narendra Modi has implemented many schemes to double the income 
of farmers in the last 8 years and has made agriculture insurance scientific, attractive 
and easy

•    Prime Minister Narendra Modi is encouraging farmers to go for natural farming, in 
Gujarat more than three lakh farmers have adopted natural farming

•    Union Home Minister requested the youth of Nalakantha to talk to five or ten progres-
sive farmers doing natural farming in their village and know their experiences about 
natural farming.

•    Prime Minister Narendra Modi has taken many new initiatives through the Ministry 
of Cooperation.

•    Soon we are going to form a new multistate co-operative society which will export the 
produce of the farmers like an export house and the profits will go to the bank account 
of the farmer.

iMport-export

The government has received 
requests from Export Promo-
tion Councils and leading 
exporters that we should 
continue with current For-
eign Trade Policy (2015-20), 
which had been extended 
from time to time.

In recent days, exporters 
and industry bodies have 
strongly urged the govern-
ment that in view of the 
prevailing, volatile global 
economic and geo-political 
situation, it would be advis-
able to extend the current 
policy for some time, and un-
dertake more consultations 

before coming out with the 
new policy. 

The government has always 
involved all stakeholders in 
formulating policy. In view 

of this, it has been decided 
to extend the Foreign Trade 
Policy 2015-20, valid till Sept 
30, 2022 for a further period 
of six months, 

Foreign trade policy 
extended for six 
months
TDG NeTwork
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The death count has 
risen to 15 people, 
including 11 chil-

dren, after a man opened 
fire Monday at his former 
school in central Russia, au-
thorities said. The attack was 
the latest in a series of school 
shootings that have shaken 
Russia in recent years and 
came with the country on 
edge over efforts to mobilise 
tens of thousands of men to 
fight in Ukraine.

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin denounced the 
“inhuman terrorist attack” 
in the city of Izhevsk, the 

Kremlin said, adding that 
the shooter “apparently be-
longs to a neo-fascist group”.

According to investigators, 
the attacker “was wearing a 

black top with Nazi symbols 
and a balaclava” when his 
body was discovered.

He was later identified as a 
local man born in 1988, who 

graduated from the school.
Investigators have said 

two security guards and two 
teachers were among the 
victims, while the attacker 
“committed suicide”.

Authorities previously an-
nounced a death count of 
seven children and six adults 
but did not specify if that in-
cluded the suspected shoot-
er. Investigators said they 
were searching his home 
and probing his “adherence 
to neo-fascist views and Nazi 
ideology”. The region’s gov-
ernor Alexander Brechalov 
confirmed there were “casu-
alties and wounded among 
children”, speaking in a vid-
eo statement outside school 

No88 in Izhevsk.
Rescue and medical work-

ers could be seen in the back-
ground, some running inside 
the school with stretchers. 
Brechalov declared a period 
of mourning in the region to 
last until Thursday.

A city of around 630,000 
people, Izhevsk is the region-
al capital of Russia’s Udmurt 
Republic, located around 
1,000 kilometres (620 miles) 
east of Moscow. 

The attack came just hours 
after a man had opened 
fire and severely wounded 
a recruitment officer at an 
enlistment centre in Siberia. 
Russia’s last major school 
shooting was in April.

Putin FLAYS AttACK

RuSSiA SChooL Shooting LeAveS 15 
DeAD; gunmAn KiLLS himSeLF
TDG NETWORK
MOSCOW

The regions’s governor Alexander Brechalov confirmed there 
were children among those killed.

The remains of the military chopper’s wreckage, along with the 
bodies of the six officers and crew members who were aboard, 
were later found in a coastal Balochistan area.

A Pakistani military he-
licopter crashed in Balo-
chistan province late on 
Sunday killing all six sol-
diers on board, the coun-
try’s media affairs wing said 
on Monday.

“All six personnel on 
board, including two pilots, 
have embraced shahadat,” 
Dawn newspaper quoted 
the Pakistan military’s pub-
lic relations wing saying in a 
statement.

   No reason was given for 
the helicopter crash in the 
southwest area of the coun-
try. Former federal minister 
Fawad Hussain Chaudhry 
said helicopter flying is get-
ting dangerous and needs 
engineering evaluation.

“Heli flying is getting dan-

gerous this needs engineer-
ing evaluation, too many 
crashes ...RIP Braveheart’s 
all were too young to die,” 
Chaudhry tweeted.

The latest incident comes 
weeks after a similar chop-
per crash took place in Au-
gust which claimed six lives 
including Quetta Corps 
commander Lt Gen Sarfraz 
Ali, Dawn reported.

The chopper had lost con-
tact with the air traffic con-
trol in Balochistan’s Lasbela 
district.

The remains of the mili-
tary chopper’s wreckage, 
along with the bodies of the 
six officers and crew mem-
bers who were aboard, were 
later found in a coastal Balo-
chistan area.

FAtAL CRASh

PAKiStAni miLitARY 
heLiCoPteR CRASheS 
in BALoChiStAn, Six 
SoLDieRS KiLLeD
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD

US national security 
adviser Jake Sulli-
van warned Presi-

dent Vladimir Putin of “cat-
astrophic consequences” if 
Russia launches a nuclear 
attack on Ukraine and said 
that America will “respond 
decisively” to such an ac-
tion. 

While speaking on NBS’s 
“Meet the Press” show, Sul-
livan said, “Let me say it 
plainly: If Russia crosses this 
line, there will be catastroph-
ic consequences for Russia,” 
The Hill reported. 

“The United States will 
respond decisively,” he con-
tinued. “Now, in private 
channels, we have spelt 
out in greater detail exactly 
what that would mean, but 
we want to be able to have 
the credibility of speaking 
directly to senior leadership 
in Russia and laying out for 
them what the consequenc-
es would be without getting 
into a rhetorical tit for tat 
publicly,” he added.

During the interview, Sul-

livan said the United States 
is working with the Inter-
national Atomic Energy 
Agency, which sent repre-
sentatives to the plant, and 
Ukrainian energy regula-
tors to avoid a meltdown 
catastrophe.

“It is actually still being 
operated by the Ukrainian 
operators who are essen-
tially at gunpoint from the 
Russian occupying forces, 
and the Russians have been 
consistently implying that 
there may be some kind of 
accident at this plant,” Sul-
livan said as quoted by The 
Hill. 

Talking about Moscow’s 
referendum in the four 
Russian-occupied areas 
of Ukraine where voting 
began on joining the coun-

try, Sullivan said that these 
referenda are not signs of 
strength or confidence.

What you see inside Rus-
sia right now, this call-up of 
troops, the sham referenda 
that they’re trying to run 
in the occupied territories, 
these are definitely not signs 
of strength or confidence,” 
Sullivan said on ABC’s 
“This Week.” 

“Quite the opposite,” Sul-
livan added. “They’re signs 
that Russia and Putin are 
struggling badly.”

Ukrainian forces, in recent 
weeks, had regained thou-
sands of square miles of 
territory, which is occupied 
by Russia since it started 
its military operation in 
Ukraine.

Putin on Wednesday 
responded by calling up 
300,000 reservists and 
warning the West about 
Russia’s nuclear weapons, 
reported The Hill.

“This is not a bluff,” Putin 
said. “And those who try to 
blackmail us with nuclear 
weapons should know that 
the weathervane can turn 
and point towards them.”

Jake Sullivan

Putin WARneD

u.S. WiLL ‘ReSPonD DeCiSiveLY’ iF 
RuSSiA uSeS nuCLeAR WeAPon 
on uKRAine: JAKe SuLLivAn
TDG NETWORK
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Hundreds of people protest-
ed in London this weekend 
over the death of 22-year-old 
Mahsa Amini, who died in 
police custody after her ar-
rest for allegedly failing to 
comply with Iran’s strict 
rules on women’s dress by 
wearing an “improper hi-
jab”. Footage circulating on-
line on Sunday shows that a 
group of protestors voicing 
their anger about the suspi-
cious death of Mahsa Amini 
were surging toward the Ira-
nian Embassy in the UK cap-
ital but being beaten back by 
police, reported Euronews.

A separate image shows 
the building, which over-
looks Hyde Park, splattered 
with red paint.

   “People are being killed, 
tortured and harmed in si-
lence,” Sepideh Eskandari, 
who protested at Trafalgar 
Square with her friend Sogol 
on Saturday, told Euronews

“We are here to be their 
voice and ask every other 

person—from wherever they 
are—to stand with women.”

“Basic rights are something 
everyone should want, both 
women and men,” she add-
ed. Deadly unrest has rocked 
Iran for more than a week. It 
broke out after 22-year-old 
Amini collapsed while in 
police custody, having been 
arrested for “improper” hi-
jab, a headscarf women must 
wear by law.

“Leaked medical evidence 
shows the young woman 
from the Iranian province of 
Kurdistan suffered several 

violent blows to the head, 
which put her into a coma. 
However, Iran’s authorities 
claim she “suffered a sud-
den heart attack,” reported 
Euronews. She died on Sep-
tember 16. 

The two protestors, who 
are both in their early 30s, 
pointed out that the protests 
are about broader issues of 
sexism and discrimination 
in Iran, something brought 
into sharp focus by Amini’s 
death. “As a woman, your 
rights are not equal to men,” 
said Sogol. 

Mahsa Amini died in police custody after her arrest for allegedly 
failing to comply with Iran’s strict rules on women’s dressing.

PRoteSteRS AngRY

London protests over 
death of Amini, Iran’s 
violent suppression
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LOnDOn 

Giorgia Meloni

Italian voters rewarded 
Giorgia Meloni’s eurosceptic 
party with neo-fascist roots, 
propelling the country to-
ward what likely would be 
its first far-right-led govern-
ment since World War II, 
based on partial results on 
Monday from parliamentary 

elections.
In a victory speech, far-

right Italian leader Giorgia 
Meloni struck a moderate 
tone after projections based 
on votes counted from some 
two-thirds of polling sta-
tions showed her Brothers 
of Italy party ahead of other 
contenders in Sunday’s bal-
loting.

“If we are called to govern 
this nation, we will do it for 
everyone, we will do it for 
all Italians and we will do it 
with the aim of uniting the 
people [of this country],” 
Meloni said at her party’s 
Rome headquarters.

“Italy chose us,” she said. 
“We will not betray [the 
country] as we never have.”

The formation of a rul-
ing coalition, with the help 
of Meloni’s right-wing and 
centre-right allies, could take 
weeks. If Meloni, 45, suc-
ceeds, she would be the first 
woman to hold the country’s 
premiership.

The mandate to try to form 
a government is given by Ita-
ly’s president after consulta-
tions with party leaders.

Meanwhile, former Euro-
pean Central Bank chief Ma-
rio Draghi, whose govern-
ment collapsed two months 
ago, stays on in a caretaker 
role. Differences among 
Meloni’s potential coalition 
partners could loom.

She has solidly backed 
the supplying of Ukraine 
with arms to defend itself 
against Russia’s invasion. In 
contrast, right-wing League 
leader Matteo Salvini, who 

before the war was a staunch 
admirer of Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, has 
voiced concern that West-
ern sanctions could end up 
hurting Italy’s economic in-
terests more than punishing 
Russia’s. Former Premier 
Silvio Berlusconi, another 
long-time Putin admirer, 
has said that his inclusion in 
a center-right bloc’s coalition 

would guarantee that Italy 
stays firmly anchored in the 
European Union and one of 
its most reliable members.

With Italy’s households 
and businesses struggling 
with staggeringly high ener-
gy bills as wainter approach-
es, Meloni has demurred 
from Salvini’s push to swell 
already-debt-laden Italy by 
tens of billions of euros for 
energy relief.

What kind of government 
the eurozone’s third-largest 
economy might be getting 
was being closely watched 
in Europe, given Meloni’s 
criticism of “Brussels bu-
reaucrats” and her ties to 
other right-wing leaders. 
She recently defended Hun-
gary’s Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban after the European 
Commission recommended 
suspending billions of euros 
in funding to Hungary over 
concerns about democratic 
backsliding and the pos-
sible mismanagement of EU 
money. After opinion polls in 
the run-up to the vote indi-
cated she would be headed 
to victory, Meloni started 
moderating her message of 
“God, homeland and family” 
in an apparent attempt to re-
assure the European Union 
and other international part-
ners, worried about euro-
scepticism.

“This is the time for being 
responsible,” Meloni said, 
appearing live on television 
and describing the situation 
for Italy and the European 
Union is “particularly com-
plex.”

neo-FASCiSt RootS

itALY Set to get itS 
FiRSt FemALe Pm AS  
FAR-Right gioRgiA 
meLoni CLAimS viCtoRY
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top of the day

mASSive FiRe At 
ShoPPing mALL 
in South KoReAn 
CitY, 7 DeAD
DAEJEOn: A fire broke 
out at the basement of a 
shopping mall in the South 
Korean city of Daejeon on 
Monday, killing at least 
seven people, officials said.
Firefighters were continu-
ing to search for survivors 
after putting out the blaze, 
said go Seung-cheol, an 
official at the Daejeon Fire 
headquarters. he said it 
wasn’t immediately clear 
if there were people still 
missing and that smoke 
remained in some parts of 
the building. the fire broke 
out at around 7:45 a.m. 
and quickly spread across 
the basement’s loading 
dock area, prompting the 
evacuation of more than 
110 people, including mall 
employees and customers 
at a nearby hotel.

PAKiStAni 
JouRnALiSt 
ARReSteD
ISLAMABAD: Pakistani 
police arrested a veteran 
journalist for his alleged 
involvement in his son’s 
beating death of his new 
wife at their suburban 
home, police said Sunday.
Police officer Mohammad 
Faizan said Ayaz Amir, a 
well-known columnist and 
tV political analyst in Paki-
stan, appeared in court in 
the capital of Islamabad 
on Sunday accused of aid-
ing his son. Police were to 
interrogate him for his role 
in the death of Sara Inam, 
37, who married Amir’s 
son Shahnawaz four 
months ago. Inam was 
allegedly killed Friday by 
Shahnawaz at the couple’s 
home after a row over a 
family issue.

tYPhoon 
noRu LeAveS 6 
ReSCueRS DeAD
MAnILA: typhoon noru 
blew out of the northern 
Philippines on Monday, 
leaving six people dead, 
knocking down power in 
two entire provinces, trap-
ping villagers in floods and 
forcing officials to suspend 
classes and government 
work in and around the 
capital. the most powerful 
typhoon to hit the country 
this year slammed ashore 
in Burdeos town in Quezon 
province before nightfall 
on Sunday then weakened 
as it barreled overnight 
across the main Luzon 
region, where more than 
52,000 people were moved 
to emergency shelters, 
some forcibly.

AuStRALiA 
FLAgS PRivACY 
oveRhAuL AFteR 
CYBeR AttACK
SyDnEy: Australia plans 
to toughen privacy rules to 
force companies to notify 
banks faster when they 
experience cyber attacks, 
Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese said on Monday, 
after hackers targeted the 
country’s second-largest 
telecoms firm. Optus, 
owned by Singapore tele-
coms Ltd, said last week 
that home addresses, driv-
ers› licences and passport 
numbers of up to 10 mil-
lion customers, or about 
40% of the population, 
were compromised in one 
of Australia›s biggest data 
breaches. the attacker’s 
IP address appeared to 
move between countries in 
Europe, the company said.

gLoBAL ConDemnAtion

iRAniAn WomAn 
WhoSe PRoteSt 
viDeo oveR Amini’S 
DeAth Went viRAL 
Shot DeAD: RePoRtS

Hadis Najafi, a young Iranian woman, whose video of ty-
ing her unscarved hair back and boldly stepping into the 
middle of a protest went viral, was allegedly shot dead in the 
country, according to reports.

   A video of her funeral has gone viral, which shows peo-
ple weeping over a photo of her on a freshly dug grave.

   According to reports, she was shot in the abdomen, neck, 
heart and hand. Deadly unrest has rocked Iran for more 
than a week. It broke out after 22-year-old Mahsa Amini 
collapsed while in police custody, having been arrested for 
“improper” hijab, a headscarf  women must wear by law.

Hundreds of people also protested in London this week-
end over the death of Mahsa Amini. Amini died on Septem-
ber 16.    Medical evidence shows the young woman from 
the Iranian province of Kurdistan suffered several violent 
blows to the head, which put her into a coma. However, 
Iran’s authorities claim she “suffered a sudden heart at-
tack,” reported Euronews.

Following the 1979 Islamic Revolution, women must wear 
the hijab by law in Iran. The policy is largely unpopular, 
with Iranian women commonly wearing the headscarf 
loosely around their ears or letting it drop to the neck.

When the rule was implemented in 1981, it triggered mass 
demonstrations, which have continued sporadically ever 
since, reported Euronews.

   The regime wants to prove that they didn’t use any vio-
lence (against Amini) by using violence against protestors,” 
said Mohammad Hoshr, a lawyer. “It does not make any 
sense.”

“They (Iran’s authorities) are coming onto the TV and say-
ing that nobody even touched this woman in custody, while 
at the same time they are shooting people on the streets,” he 
added. Some 35 people have been illed since protests broke 
out in Iran last week. The vast majority of these deaths have 
come from security forces violently suppressing demon-
strators, using live ammunition in some cases. Hundreds 
of people have also been detained by security forces, re-
ported Euronews.    The UK government has harply con-
demned the “killing” of Mahsa Amini, alongside other 
western countries, though there has been criticism over 
the fact that Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi was not pub-
licly challenged on the issue during a recent UN meeting in 
New York. Many policies of Iran, such as the compulsory 
hijab, are deeply unpopular among large sections of the Ira-
nian population. Economic woes, especially inflation and a 
hugely devalued currency fuelled by sanctions, have only 
increased their frustrations. Chants against Iran’s supreme 
leader and the Islamic Republic have been a regular feature 
at this week’s demonstrations, with many Iranians shout-
ing “down with the dictator,” reported Euronews.
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Cubans voted in a landmark 
referendumon Sunday on 
whether to legalize same-
sex marriage and adoption, 
allow surrogate pregnan-
cies and give greater rights 
to non-biological parents.

Almost 6 million Cubans 
(around 69% of eligible vot-
ers) voted in the referen-
dum, according to electoral 
officials. 

Over 8 million Cubans 
over the age of 16 were eli-
gible to vote “yes” or “no” for 
the proposal, which is sup-

ported by the communist 
government but criticized 
by Catholic and evangelical 
church leaders, reported 
DW News.

More than 79,000 neigh-
bourhood meetings were 
held earlier this year to de-
bate the proposal, which is 
backed by the communist 
government. Church lead-
ers have expressed opposi-
tion to the idea.

The final week of cam-
paigning saw the govern-
ment flood TV, radio and so-
cial media with pro-equality 
messages, along with glitzy 
billboards, public rallies 

and tweets from President 
Miguel Diaz-Canel urging 
Cubans to vote yes “in fa-
vour of democracy,” report-
ed DW News.

The official attitude to-
ward homosexuality has 
changed significantly over 
the past 20 years after de-
cades of persecution.

In 2019, the government 
sought to include same-
sex marriage in the coun-
try’s new constitution but 
backed down after criticism 
from the Church. The Con-
ference of Bishops has once 
again come out against the 
current proposal.

Political scientist Rafael 
Hernandez said the referen-
dum on same-sex marriage 
is the “most important hu-
man rights legislation” in 
Cuba since the 1959 revolu-
tion, reported DW News.

However, the current eco-
nomic unease may over-
shadow Cuba’s historic 
vote. Cuba is facing its worst 
economic crisis in 30 years 
due to a collapse in interna-
tional tourism and ongoing 
US sanctions. The economic 
parameters of the country 
has been on a downward 
spiral for quite sometime 
now.

amid economic crisis

cubans vote in landmark referendum on 
same-sex marriage, adoption
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The draconian measures 
adopted by China to enforce 
its zero-covid policy in the 
wake of rising covd-19 cases 
in Tibet has endangered the 
lives of Tibetans.

“The zero-covid policy is 
causing more harm than 
good. The mismanagement 
of the pandemic outbreak in 
Tibet only exposes Beijing’s 
failed covid-policy imple-
mentation,” read the Cen-
tral Tibetan Administration 
press release.

 In an attempt to present 

itself as a role model in curb-
ing the outbreak, China is 
downright disregarding the 
safety and security of Tibet-
ans in need of medical as-
sistance and covid care evi-
denced by the dire lockdown 
conditions being reported 
and exposed online by a 
number of affected Tibetans.

Tibetans complained 
about crowded quarantine 
facilities, food scarcity, lack 
of medical supplies and un-
hygienic living conditions, 
added the release.

Some Tibetans said that 
the condition is worse than 
a prisoner and another Ti-

betan was beaten up for pro-
testing against the dire living 
situation under the covid 
lockdown. Tibetans in the 
covid regions are being forc-
ibly dragged to be put into 
isolation centres and their 
families have to live with the 
uncertainty of their return 
and updates in general.

The entire world suffered 
when the pandemic hit but 
the situation in Tibet could 
not have gotten worse since 
it was already in a sadden-
ing state. Tibetans in Tibet 
are stuck in another helpless 
state where the government 
is only focusing on carrying 

out their policy to seem like 
a capable nation. 

China publicly reported 
the first Covid outbreak in 
Tibet on August 8 this year, 
with 22 cases of covid-posi-
tive in Lhasa and Ngari. This 
has been the first official ad-
mission of Covid in Tibet 
after the repeated public 
announcements of the zero-
Covid policy in the Tibet 
Autonomous Region (TAR) 
since early 2020, read the 
CTA release.

 Within weeks, at least 3627 
people had reportedly tested 
positive indicating a rapid in-
crease. 

draconian steps

tibetan lives are in danger due to china’s 
poorly handled zero-covid policy
tdg network
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Japan has imposed tight 
security measures in the 
capital city Tokyo as it 

prepares to host foreign dig-
nitaries for the state funeral 
of former Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe, which will be 
attended by several foreign 
dignitaries.

The state-funded event on 
Tuesday has encountered 
growing criticism as it is 
expected to cost more than 
USD 11 million, with a large 
portion attributed to securi-
ty costs, Japan’s Kyodo news 
reported. 

Top-level security mea-

sures will be deployed, 
equivalent to those adopted 
during the Tokyo Olympic 
and Paralympic Games, 
with the police presence ex-
ceeding 18,000 personnel.

According to Kyodo, Po-
lice are taking extra precau-
tions to ensure there is no 
gap in security given that 
Abe was shot down despite 
the presence of police while 
he was giving a public ad-
dress.

The state funeral of Shinzo 
Abe, who was assassinated 
on July 8 in the city of Nara 
during a campaign speech, 
will take place on Septem-
ber 27. Thousands of people 
are expected to attend the 

funeral.
Representatives from 

hundreds of countries and 
international organizations 
are expected to participate 
in the state funeral on Tues-
day at the Nippon Budo-
kan in central Tokyo, Japan 
Times reported.

Abe’s funeral will be the 
second state funeral for a 
former prime minister since 
World War 2. The first one 
was held in 1967 for Shigeru 
Yoshida. 

Other deceased prime 
ministers received a joint 
Cabinet Office and Liberal 
Democratic Party service.

The state funeral ceremo-
ny will be the first major 

public event since new po-
lice security guidelines were 
implemented, including 
sniffer dogs at train stations 
and police patrols at Tokyo-
area airports after Abe’s as-
sassination.

Several foreign dignitar-
ies are expected to attend 
the funeral service in Tokyo. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will also attend Abe’s 
funeral. He will also sepa-
rately meet Japanese Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida.

The funeral service will 
likely last for approximately 
one-and-a-half hours fol-
lowing which the national 
anthem of the country will 
be played, according to Ja-

pan Times. 
Prime Minister Fumio 

Kishida will deliver a com-
memorative speech fol-
lowed by addresses from 
other high-level delegates.

Japan’s royal family will 
also pay tributes to Abe at 
his state funeral, however, 
maintaining the line of Japa-
nese tradition, Emperor Na-
ruhito will not be attending 
the funeral, and their im-
perial envoys will pay their 
respects.

The funeral ceremony 
will finish with sending off 
Abe’s remains and placing 
remembrance wreaths. Abe 
was shot on 8 July in the 
Japanese city of Nara.

top-level security

Japan on high alert ahead of 
former PM Abe’s state funeral
tdg network
TOKYO China’s ambitious project 

in Nepal related to building 
a railway line in the land-
locked nation has few sup-
porters.

Although China plans to 
start a feasibility study for 
the 170 km Trans-Hima-
layan Tibet-Nepal railway, 
environmental and techni-
cal questions remain. Such 
concerns have been raised 
by Nepali experts, reported 
Eye of Nepal.

Moreover, the dispute over 
the blocked Nepal-China 
railway line has not yet been 
resolved. President Xi Jin-
ping said in 2019 that the 
proposed line would trans-

form Nepal.
But three years have passed 

and still the project has not 
received much support from 
the Nepalese leadership, en-
gineers or environmental-
ists, reported Eye of Nepal.

Towards the end of 2018, 
China conducted a pre-fea-
sibility study of a railway for 
Nepal, which clearly stated 
that it was a very difficult 
project due to the terrain 
gradient.

Th study estimates an in-
vestment of USD 2.75 billion 
for the 72.5 km section but 
unfortunately, the report of 
the study has not been made 
public yet, reported Eye of 
Nepal.

As a result, doubts have 
arisen in Nepal about the 

feasibility of the proposed 
railway. Aman Chitrakar of 
Nepal Railway said that this 
project will be as difficult as 
the third pole.

He said that the world’s 
most challenging railway 
engineering project is the 
4,500-meter Tibetan Pla-
teau route that reaches Kath-
mandu through the Himala-
yas. Technical experts have 
expressed serious concern 
about Nepal’s lack of capac-
ity, reported Eye of Nepal.

While reviewing the tech-
nical reports, it was found 
that there is no technically 
qualified railway in Nepal 
and there is a lack of engi-
neers who can evaluate the 
pros and cons of the pro-
posed railway line.

ambitious project

china-nepal rail plan has little 
support in landlocked nation
tdg network
KaThmandu 
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An artist 
gives a final 

touch to 
an idol of 
Goddess 

Durga 
for the 

upcoming 
Durga Puja 

festival, in 
Ajmer on 

Sunday.   ANI 

FINAL TOUCH

#Navratri 

‘BegiNNiNg of the NiNe Nights 
of devotioN’: NetizeNs share 
Navratri wishes 
The nine-day long Hindu festival of Navratri began with 
much fervour on Monday. On this auspicious occasion, 
several personalities and scores of netizens took to Twit-
ter to share wishes. Capt Amarinder Singh tweeed, 
“Wishing you all a happy and prosperous Navratri. May 
Goddess Maa Durga bless us all with the strength, wis-
dom and courage to overcome all obstacles in life. Happy 
Navratri!”

Suresh Raina tweeted, “Today is the beginning of the 
nine nights of devotion and happiness. May the blessings 
of Durga Maa shower upon you and your loved ones and 
may your house be filled with eternal peace and prosper-
ity. Happy Navratri to all!”

Hema Malini tweeted, “Wishing all my dear friends 
on Twitter a very Happy Navratri! May Ma Durga visit 
your houses these ten days and shower you all with her 
blessings. Jai Ma Durga!”

Sadhguru tweeted, “Navratri means we consciously 
bring the feminine into our home, culture, and day-to-
day practices to refine all aspects of Life. May you refine 
your physical, mental, emotional & energy bodies and 
blossom to your fullest potential as a Life. Blessings.”

The Shardiya Navratri festival is dedicated to Goddess 
Durga and her nine avatars and today marks the first 
day of the festivity (Kalash or Ghatsthapna). The festival 
is celebrated with much fervour all across the country 
by Hindus.

Indian hockey is 
in revival mode. 
Youngsters are 
taking it in large 
numbers once 
again and the 
National Games 
could well give 
the final push 
that the sport 
needs.

— Dilip Tirkey

BRAIN-PICKING

Newly-elected Hockey India President on 36th National Games.

Five weird museums around the world
Museums are supposed to be educational, and 
this is what we know from our childhood. But this 
education has now been taken too far away with 
unique museums being set up across the world. If 
you are a curious soul, let’s take a look at five weird 
museums around the world.

sulaBh iNterNatioNal toilet 
MuseuM, New delhi 
Sulabh toilets can be found in every city 
in India. While Sulabh toilets are often 

considered unhygienic and filthy, did you know there 
is a museum dedicated to the history of toilets? Dr 
Bindeshwar Pathak, director of Sulabh Internation-
als, has conceived of a museum that reviews the 
historic evolution of toilets and displays how they 
vary around the world. 

MuseuM of BrokeN 
relatioNships, Croatia 
The most common event nowadays is 
heartbreak! Well, if your friends don’t feel 

your pain, then the Museum of Broken Relation-
ships does. Founded by Olinka Vistica and Drazen 
Grubisic, the museum features exhibits with a story 
of their own.

MuseuM of Bad art, 
MassaChusetts
Who says art has to be beautiful to be 
appreciated? The Museum of Bad Art in 

Massachusetts, USA, features horrendous canvas-
es of masterpieces, including Da Vinci’s Mona Lisa. 
Interestingly, the museum is also open to donations.

aMsterdaM sex MuseuM
As the name suggests, the museum is for 
adults only and exhibits sculptures and 
paintings celebrating sex throughout the 

history of the world. From Roman and Greek gods 
to other memorabilia, the museum is more of a 
cultural symbol than a raunchy space.

gelato MuseuM, italy
We all enjoy a good gelato that satisfies 
our tastebuds and lifts our spirits, but did 
you know there is also a gelato museum 

where you can not only learn how gelato has been 
enjoyed by people throughout history, but also make 
your own? 

— APOORVA CHAUDHARY 

Sulabh Museum

CELEBRATIONS 

The 9-day-long festival 
of Shardiya Navratri, 
dedicated to Maa 

Durga and her nine avatars, 
began on Monday, marking 
the first day of the festiv-
ity (Kalash or Ghatsthapna). 
The festival is celebrated 
with great fervour all across 
the country by Hindus.

It is intended for the wor-
ship of Maa Durga and her 
nine avatars, known as Nav-
durga. Navratri means ‘nine 
nights’ in Sanskrit. Hindus 
observe a total of four Navra-
tris throughout the year. 
Only two of them, Chaitra 
Navaratri and Shardiya Na-
varatri, saw widespread cel-
ebrations, as they coincided 
with the beginnings of the 
seasons.

From Ashwin Shukla Pak-
sha’s Navami until the Prati-
pada, Shardiya Navratri is 
observed. While the holi-
day is celebrated with great 
fanfare across the nation, 
distinct traditions are more 
commonly practised in dif-
ferent states.

TIMelINe
This year, Navratri will last 
nine days, starting on 26 
September and concluding 
on 5 October.

HISTORY:
The festival of Navratri hon-
ours the defeat of the de-

monic Mahishasura and the 
triumph of good over evil. 
Because of Mahishasura’s 
unwavering devotion to 
him, Lord Brahma bestows 
the gift of immortality upon 
him at the beginning of the 
narrative.

The blessing did, however, 
come with one stipulation: 
only a woman would be able 
to overcome him. The demon 
began terrorising people 
on Earth because he didn’t 
think any woman would be 
strong enough to overcome 
him. The gods were unable 
to halt him.

Since Mahishasura was to 
be demolished, Lord Brah-
ma, Lord Vishnu, and Lord 
Shiva pooled their efforts to 
create the goddess Durga. 
They gave her a number of 
weapons. Ten days passed 
during Maa Durga and Ma-
hishasura’s conflict. How-
ever, Maa Durga was able 
to overcome him when he at 

last transformed into a buf-
falo.

SIGNIfICANCe
D u r i n g  t h e  n i n e - d ay 
Navratri festival, devotees 
worship Maa Durga’s nine 
incarnations in order to 
obtain her blessings. There 
is a goddess manifestation 
linked with each day of 
Navratri. During these nine 
days, people maintain ritual-
istic fasts, recite shlokas ded-
icated to each goddess, wear 
new clothing, offer bhog, and 
clean their homes. In their 
prayers, they ask the god-
dess for her favour in order 
to have prosperous, joyous, 
and fulfilled lives.

Ramlila is organised ex-
tensively during Navratri in 
North India, particularly in 
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Haryana, Gujarat, and Mad-
hya Pradesh. During the 
Ramlila, the tale of Lord 
Ram’s triumph over Ravana 

is acted out. The effigies of 
King Ravana are burned on 
Dussehra to commemorate 
the triumph of good over 
evil.

In fact, on the tenth day 
of Navratri, also known as 
Vijayadashami, a large pro-
cession is organised during 
which clay figurines of Maa 
Durga are ceremoniously 
submerged in a river, sea, or 
ocean. Popular places to do 
this practice include West 
Bengal, Odisha, Assam, and 
Bihar. The most significant 
day for Maa Durga’s wor-
ship is thought to be the day 
of Durga Visarjan.

CelebRATIONS
Numerous dances, including 
Garba and Dandiya Raas, are 
performed during the nine-
day festival. While Dandiya 
Raas involves dancing with 
dandiya sticks to the beat of 
the music, Garba is a tradi-
tional dance in which par-
ticipants clap their hands 
and move in a circle while 
making rhythmic gestures.

In India, Navratri is cel-
ebrated in a wide range of 
ways. Ramlila, a celebration 
in which scenes from the 
Ramayana are performed, 
is organised in North India, 
mainly in Uttar Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand, Bihar, and Mad-
hya Pradesh. The burning of 
King Ravana’s effigies marks 
the conclusion of the story 
on Vijaya dashami. 

NAVRATRI 2022: ALL ABOUT THE 
9-dAy AUSPICIOUS FESTIVAL
TDG NeTwORk
NEW DELHI 

Devotees offering prayers on first day of Navratri. 

GOSSIP

SOmE ROyAL STAFF USEd 
TO CALL mEGHAN mARKLE 
‘NARCISSISTIC SOCIOPATH’
TDG NeTwORk
WASHINGTON

Author Valentine Low has 
written a book about the 
staff who work for the royal 
families called ‘Courtiers: 
The Hidden Power Behind 
the Crown’. In the book, 
she quoted many staff who 
worked for Meghan Markle 
and Prince Harry during 
their term as senior royals in 
the UK.

According to the New York 
Post, the book details the 
alleged bad behaviour by 
Meghan and her husband, 
Prince Harry, towards their 
staff. In the book, the author 
even quoted a royal staffer 
calling Meghan, a “narcis-
sistic sociopath”

Staff members coined the 
epithet for the Duchess of 
Sussex, according to a report 
in The Sun citing excerpts 
from the explosive tome, 
according to the New York 
Post.

According to Page Six, 
“There were a lot of broken 

people,” an insider claimed 
to author Valentine Low.

“Young women were bro-
ken by their behaviour,” the 
palace source added.

Valentine Low cites one al-
leged occasion in her book 
in which Markle scolded a 
young female coworker in 
front of other co-workers.

“Don’t worry. If there was 
literally anyone else I could 
ask to do this, I would be 
asking them instead of you,” 
Markle allegedly told the 
staffer, with whom she had 
been working to execute a 
plan of sorts.

PUJO 2022

CELEBRATION OF 75 yEARS OF INdEPENdENCE 
wITH COmmEmORATIVE COINS IN KOLKATA 
TDG NeTwORk
KOLKATA  

'Maa Tujhe Salaam' themed Durga Pandal.

As the most awaited festival 
of Durga Puja is around the 
corner, preparations for the 
festival are in full swing in 
Kolkata, which is known for 
the yearly event. The Durga 
Puja of Kolkata is world 
famous and it was also in-
cluded in UNESCO’s repre-
sentative list of the intangible 
cultural heritage of human-
ity in 2021.

Every year, Kolkata brings 
a new theme to Durga Puja 
pandals, which are unique 
and innovative in their own 
way. From pandals to the 
Durga idol, devotees get to 
see various themed Durga 
puja in Kolkata.

In keeping with the cel-
ebrations of Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, the Babubagan 
Sarbojanin Durgotsav Puja 
pandal at the Dhakuria in 
South Kolkata has come up 
with a unique pandal, which 
is made of thousands of com-
memorative coins issued 
since independence.

The Babubagan Sarbajanin 
Durgotsav Samiti Durga 

Puja Pandal, made of thou-
sands of commemorative 
coins issued since indepen-
dence. The theme of this 
year’s Durga Puja pandal is 
“Maa Tujhe Salaam”. This 
time, Babubagan Sarbajanin 
Durga Puja is being celebrat-
ed for the 61st year.

Realising the artistic vision 
of Sujata Gupta and welcom-
ing Maa Durga in an atmo-
sphere of remembrance of 
75 years of the country’s in-
dependence, tributes have 
been paid to the great free-
dom fighters of the country.

The theme of this puja 
pandal depicts the freedom 
fighters and great person-
alities through Maa Tujhe 
Salaam.

Upon entering, one can feel 
the presence of prominent 

figures of India, who were 
directly involved in India’s 
freedom struggle and who 
shaped our modern India 
and various Indian indepen-
dence movements.

The park will also have 
landmarks of various pil-
lars of our country that have 
helped them stand on their 
feet.

Prof Sujata Gupta, Concept 
Maker and Puja Committee 
Treasurer, said, “Maa Tujhe 
Salaam is the theme of the 
pandal. Maa means ‘Durga 
Maa’ and it also means 
‘Bharat Mata’. We are cel-
ebrating 75 years of India’s 
independence. The pandal is 
made of thousands of com-
memorative coins issued 
since independence. From 
1947 till date, a number of 

commemorative coins have 
been released on important 
occasions. We have collected 
such coins and adorned the 
pandal with them. While 
some of the coins are origi-
nal, the rest are replicas. “ 
The idol will be placed in a 
coin museum.

“There will be a coin muse-
um. The idols of Durga Maa 
are replicated on the coins. 
Also, we have placed repli-
cas of freedom fighters like 
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawahar-
lal Nehru, Subhas Chandra 
Bose, Swami Vivekananda, 
and others on coins,” said 
Gupta.

She further said that 
around 150 coins have been 
used in the pandal.

“It is my hobby to collect 
coins and this is my concept. 
My husband also used to col-
lect coins. We had all these 
old coins that are not in use 
today. So we thought of giv-
ing a message to the next 
generation with this pandal. 
Senior citizens will feel nos-
talgic as they are not able to 
see old coins. This will work 
as a feel-good factor,” she 
said.

RESEARCH 

TDG NeTwORk
WASHINGTON

Viruses may have 
‘eyes and ears’ on us

New research suggests that 
viruses are using informa-
tion from their environment 
to ‘decide’ when to sit tight 
inside their hosts and when 
to multiply and burst out, 
killing the host cell. Right 
now, viruses are exploiting 
the ability to monitor their 
environment to their benefit. 
But in the future, “we could 
exploit it to their detriment,” 
said one of the authors.

A virus’s ability to sense 
its environment, including 
elements produced by its 
host, adds “another layer of 
complexity to the viral-host 
interaction,” says Ivan Erill, 
professor of biological sci-
ences and senior author of 
the new paper. 

Right now, viruses are ex-
ploiting that ability to their 
benefit. But in the future, he 
says, “we could exploit it to 
their detriment.”

The new study focused 
on bacteriophages—viruses 
that infect bacteria, often re-
ferred to simply as “phages.” 

The phages in the study can 
only infect their hosts when 
the bacterial cells have spe-
cial appendages, called pili 
and flagella, that help the 
bacteria move and mate. 

The bacteria produce a pro-
tein called CtrA that controls 

when they generate these ap-
pendages. 

The new paper shows that 
many appendage-dependent 
phages have patterns in their 
DNA where the CtrA protein 
can attach, called binding 
sites. 

Erill says that a phage hav-
ing a binding site for a pro-
tein produced by its host is 
unusual.

Even more surprising, Erill 
and the paper’s first author, 
Elia Mascolo, a Ph.D. student 
in Erill’s lab, found through 
detailed genomic analysis 
that these binding sites were 
not unique to a single phage, 
or even a single group of 
phages. 

Many different types of 
phages had CtrA binding 
sites, but they all required 
their hosts to have pili and/
or flagella to infect them. It 
couldn’t be a coincidence, 
they decided.



medically speakingt h e  da i ly  gua r d i a n  r ev i ew
t u e s day  |  2 7  s e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 2

n ew  d e l h i 13

Heart diseases are 
no longer a “men’s 
problem” and wom-

en too are equally prone to 
them. According to a recent 
report published by the Na-
tional Family Health Survey, 
it was found that the overall 
prevalence of undiagnosed 
hypertension in women of 
the age group 15–49 years is 
18.69% in India, which busts 
the myths that heat condi-
tions are most prevalent 
among men.

Several other international 
studies have also indicated 
that heart ailments are now 
a leading cause of death 
among women, resulting in 
ten times more fatalities than 
breast cancer. Even though 
heart ailments are on the 
rise among women, a lack 
of awareness has prevented 
many from getting timely 
treatment and diagnosis of 
the disease.

Why are heart diseases go-
ing undetected in women? 
While ensuring the well-
being of their loved ones, 
women in India tend to ig-

nore their own needs and 
often neglect their health. 
For instance, if a woman has 
mild chest pain, she would 
rather ignore the symptoms 
and focus on managing the 
work/household chores 
rather than visiting a doctor. 
The patriarchal setup of our 
society also expects women 
to keep the well-being of oth-
ers at the forefront rather 
than taking care of them-
selves, which results in late 
diagnosis and is one of the 
primary causes of increas-

ing heart ailments among 
women in the country.

As the symptoms of a 
heart attack are different in 
both men and women, many 
women often don’t know if 
they have already suffered 
one or two heart attacks in 
the past until eventually, 
they visit a doctor. While in 
men, a heart attack usually 
results in extreme and sud-
den chest pain and breaking 
out in cold sweats, whereas 
in women, the symptoms 
are usually mild and heart 

attacks can be frequent and 
smaller. The symptoms in 
women can range from jaw 
pain to fatigue to pain in the 
neck and back to sweating 
or just heartburn, indicating 
the need for them to undergo 
regular health check-ups and 
take proactive measures to 
ensure overall well-being.

Which age group is most 
susceptible to heart attacks 
and what are the major con-
cerns?

Women of the age group 
45–55 years are at a high 

risk of experiencing a heart 
attack due to low levels of 
estrogen post menopause, 
work and family-related 
stress, loneliness, and lack 
of physical activity. More 
women in this age group 
may go undiagnosed and 
have atypical symptoms 
compared to men.

The second most affected 
age group is 60 years of age, 
where the biological deterio-
ration makes both men and 
women more susceptible to 
heart attacks.  High choles-

terol, blood pressure, obesity, 
smoking, sedentary lifestyle, 
and diabetes are also some of 
the main concerns that make 
women more prone to car-
diovascular diseases.

How can women take care 
of themselves and keep heart 
attacks at bay?

There are several steps that 
women can take to prevent 
heart ailments, such as:
1. Educate yourself and in-
crease awareness about the 
risk factors that can lead to 
blockages.
2. Avoid smoking or the use 
of tobacco.
3. Engage in physical activi-
ties like yoga, dancing, run-
ning, and walking for 30–45 
minutes every day to main-
tain heart health and over-
come obesity.
4. Avoid junk food, aerated 
drinks and adopt a balanced 
diet. Healthy heart diets that 
include complex carbohy-
drates, legumes, fruits, veg-
etables, and less sugar, salt, 
and fat can have a positive 
impact on heart health.
Lastly, it is important to note 
that gender has nothing to do 
with heart attacks, and the 
condition affects both men 
and women equally. How-
ever, adopting a healthy life-
style and undergoing regular 
health checkups can help you 
get the gift of good health.

The author is a Senior Con-
sultant at Interventional  
Cardio log y,  Aster  CMI  
Hospital, Bangalore.

WHY HEART ATTACKS ARE ON THE 
RISE AMONG WOMEN

DR PRADEEP KUMAR D

Even though heart ailments are on the rise among women, a lack of awareness 
has prevented many from getting timely treatment and diagnosis of the disease.

An individual becomes more 
concerned about their health 
as they reach a certain age. 
As the most vital organ of 
the body, the heart requires 
extreme care as its chances of 
developing cardiac diseases 
increase with age. 

Among older people, heart 
disease is the leading cause 
of morbidity. To reduce the 
risk of CVD in middle age, it 
is recommended to maintain 
or increase physical activity. 

Dr AnbuPandian, Medical 
Advisor, Agatsa, shared some 
tips to keep the heart healthy 
at 40 with us.

STAY ACTIVE 
The most effective way to 
prevent heart disease at 40 
is to adopt a healthy lifestyle. 
If you work nine hours in an 
office job, take short breaks 
every two hours. Taking 
the stairs instead of the lift, 
walking short distances in-
stead of using a vehicle or 
public transportation. Ex-
ercise, meditate, swim, play 
basketball, dance, and do 
yoga—whatever you love. 

EXERCISE REGULARLY 
Physical exercise has been 
shown to have a positive 
effect on heart health in 
comparison to sedentary 
lifestyles in various studies. 
A great quality of life is de-

pendent on a healthy heart. 
Maintaining a regular ex-
ercise routine will keep the 
heart healthy for years to 
come. 

REGULAR HEART 
HEALTH CHECK-UPS
A heart health check-up is 
essential at every stage of 
life, but becomes especially 
crucial after age 40. There 
are several factors that de-
termine how often a per-
son should get a check-up, 
including smoking, alcohol 
consumption, heart disease 
in the family, being over-
weight, and diabetes. Blood 
sugar and cholesterol levels 
should also be monitored 
closely.  Heart diseases can 
be better treated if they are 
detected early. Once a person 
crosses the age of 40, a yearly 
checkup is mandatory. The 
physician may recommend 

more frequent check-ups if 
heart disease is detected. 

As age increases, metabo-
lism tends to decrease by 5 % 
every decade after 40. Hor-
monal imbalance and bone 
density are two other signif-
icant changes that the body 
registers while getting old. 
Increase the intake of fruits 
rich in Vitamin C. All citrus 
fruits, for that matter, have a 
bonus heart-healthy benefit. 
The best diet for preventing 
cardiac disease is one that is 
full of fruits and vegetables, 
whole grains, nuts, fish, 
poultry, and vegetable oils. 
Individuals who follow their 
dietary pattern have a 31% 
lower risk of heart disease 
than those who consume 
junk food.

REMOTE MONITORING 
MACHINES
Remote monitoring ma-

chines have been around 
for years but have gained 
significant prominence re-
cently, thus resulting in high 
demand. Such devices are 
used on a daily basis to mon-
itor diseases such as heart 
attacks, hypertension, and 
diabetes. These devices are 
very portable, user-friendly 
and capture patients’ health 
parameters via cables and 
sensors. These devices are 
cost-effective for patients 
because they reduce medi-
cal care costs and provide 
more timely intervention 
for chronic conditions. No 
one can slow down the age-
ing process. However, with 
proper care, one can be more 
fit, look younger, and lead a 
more energetic and active 
life.  Life doesn’t end, but be-
gins afresh again at 40!

The author is a Medical Advi-
sor at Agatsa.

PREVENTION: HOW TO KEEP YOUR HEART HEALTHY AT AGE 40

DR ANBUA PANDIAN

Physical exercise has been shown to have a positive effect on heart health.

The growing evidence of 
cardiovascular diseases 
(CVDs) in both developing 
and developed nations over 
the last 20 years has made 
CVDs a global healthcare 
priority. As per the WHO, 
heart attacks and strokes 
account for 85% of all CVD 
deaths. It is responsible 
for an estimated 31% of all 
deaths worldwide, with 17.9 
million deaths yearly. More 
than 75% of all cardiovas-
cular events occur in low- 

and middle-income coun-
tries. CVDs are the leading 
cause of death worldwide, 
with more people dying 
from them each year than 
from any other cause.
Role of diet in the mainte-
nance of a healthy heart:
The never-ending work 
of the heart and the con-
stant workload necessitate 
healthy dietary patterns 
and lifestyles. One of the 
most important factors that 
can be changed to promote 
heart health is diet. An un-
healthy diet high in satu-
rated fat and carbohydrates 
is linked to abnormal blood 
lipid levels, which increases 
the risk of heart disease.

USE OF  
NUTRACEUTICALS IN 
HEART HEALTH:
Nutraceuticals refer to sub-

stances that are either food 
or a component of nutri-
tion that help in the pre-
vention, protection, and/
or treatment of chronic 
diseases. Nutraceuticals 

can maintain health, slow 
the progression of lifelong 
or chronic diseases, and 
slow aging. Nutraceuticals 
are considered superior to 
chemical medicines due to 

their lack of side effects and 
ease of access.
• Omega-3 fatty acids: They 
possess a beneficial effect 
on the heart as it helps in 
reducing the risk and ad-

vancement of cardiovascu-
lar disease. Clinical studies 
have found that omega-3 
fatty acids lower serum tri-
glyceride levels, increase 
fatty acid degradation, and 
clear plasma triglycerides. 
They also 
help to low-
er systolic 
and diastolic 
pressure in 
hyperten-
s i o n  p a -
tients. Foods 
which are 
rich in omega-3-fatty acids 
are flax seed, mackerel, 
salmon fish, cod fish, etc.
• Coenzyme Q10 (CoQ10): 
Clinical data revealed that 
a high dose of CoQ10 helps 
maintain a healthy heart 
by reducing lipoprotein 
oxidation and forming ath-
erosclerotic lesions. Foods 

such as oily fish (salmon, 
tuna), grape seed, soyabean, 
avocado, broccoli, peanuts, 
and soybeans contain a high 
amount of CoQ10 in them.
• Carotenoids: Carotenoids 
such as lycopene can re-

duce the risk of 
atherosclero-
sis by prohibit-
ing endothelial 
dysfunction and 
lowering LDL 
levels. Tomato, 
red cabbage, 
beet root, pa-

paya, and watermelon are 
good sources of carotenoids.
 • Polyphenols: Polyphe-
nols present in fruits and 
vegetables improve lipid 
metabolism, reduce blood 
pressure and delay the pro-
gression of heart diseases. 
Almonds, cherries, berries, 
black olives, cloves contain 

a high concentration of poly-
phenols.
• Use of micronutrients: 
Supplementation with mi-
cronutrients such as zinc, 
selenium, magnesium, sele-
nium, vitamin C, and vitamin 
E exerts a protective effect 
on the heart by reducing en-
dothelial cell damage, pro-
duction of nitric oxide, and 
inhibiting LDL-c oxidation.
Due to the modern lifestyle, 
it is imperative to maintain 
a healthy heart. Regular 
consumption of nutraceu-
ticals will help to prevent 
cardiovascular diseases 
and help to follow a healthy 
lifestyle.

The author is MD, Clini-
cal  Pharmacologist  and  
Nutra-ceutical Physician, 
Founder and CEO IntelliMed 
Healthcare Suctions.

HEALTHY LIFESTYLE: ROLE OF NUTRACEUTICALS IN HEART HEALTH

DR ANISH DESAI

The never-ending work of the heart and the constant workload necessitate healthy dietary patterns and lifestyles.

HEART DISEASE IN NUMBERS

30%
Heart disease at an 
earlier age

26%
Prevalence of  
diagnosed CVDs  
among men

25%
Prevalence of diag-
nosed CVDs residing 
than in rural areas

40%
Prevalence of  
diagnosed CVDs  
residing in urban areas

26%
Prevalence of diagnosed 
CVDs increased with the 
level of education

50%
Men under 50 years 
of age who get heart 
attacks

25%
Men under 40 years 
of age who get heart 
attacks

38%
Prevalence of diag-
nosed CVDs for adults 
aged 70 and above

32%
Prevalence of  
diagnosed CVDs  
among women

29.4%
Prevalence of diag-
nosed CVDs for adults 
aged 45 and above

Source: Indian Heart Association, Clinical  
Epidemiology and Global Health 

60%

of heart diseases in 
world are from India
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It was almost three de-
cades back when India 
heard the footsteps of ar-

tisanal handcrafted hundred 
per cent naturally preserved 
‘fruit conserves’. 

An English woman mar-
ried to an Indian who hailed 
from Bhuira, a small village 
in Himachal Pradesh, started 
on a very small scale with 
multi-fruit and bitter mar-
malades and preserves with 
chunks of luscious fruit that 
eschewed synthetic colours, 
flavours and preservatives. 
But people’s palates were 
not used to the natural taste 
of these products. They 
were addicted to brilliantly 
coloured (artificially) and 
cloyingly sweet mixed fruit 
jam. Even single fruit jams 
strawberry, mango were 
enhanced with added (syn-
thetic) flavours. It was about 
the same time that Karen 
Anand started her venture 
of gourmet foods near Pune. 
Both Bhuira and Karen’s 

kitchen attracted a small 
but discerning clientele. 
Karen catered to the up-
permost crust of First Class 
passengers in International 
airlines and super deluxe 
hotels. Bhuira carved a niche 
for itself by introducing new 
flavour blends and attracting 
the upwardly mobile Indians 
who had acquired a taste of 
homemade preserves and 
were worried about the add-
ed sugar in mass-produced 
jams. 

The words preserves and 
conserves gained currency 
during the 1990s to differ-
entiate these from the run 
of the mill jams. Tatas had 
come out with an interest-
ing strawberry preserve 
but it failed to make a mark. 
After another decade ITC 
of Welcome Group Hotels 
fame came up with a line of 
preserves and conserves that 
was branded as a product far 
superior to ordinary jams. 

All this while the battle 
for brands was fought in 
the marketplace and popu-
lar Indian labels changed 
hands and multinationals 
with muscle pushed out 
smaller competitors. Several 
factors combined to impart a 
powerful thrust to artisanal 
fruit preserves. Sustain-
able became a buzzword. 
‘Farm to Fork’ was another 
phrase that captured the 

popular imagination. Small 
once again became beautiful 
and conscientious citizens 
were inspired to support 
village-level enterprises that 
generated livelihood at the 
grassroots. Dr Paul set up a 
women’s cooperative Umang 
near Ranikhet and trained 
local women to produce 
high-quality jams, jellies and 
pickles from fruits sourced 
locally. These were sold un-
der the Kumaoni label. 

Inspired by these pio-
neers a group of youngsters 
tired of corporate life set up 
Him Nectar Foods in 2015 
in Bageshwar and slowly 

stepped out to the village 
Pilkholi near Ranikhet. 
Sushma Nambiar and Jatin 
Khetrapal remember grate-
fully the advice and assis-
tance rendered by Bhuira to 
them when Him Nectar was 
experiencing birth pangs. 
Finally, a small factory cum 
training unit was established 
in Kalika amidst a cluster of 
fruit trees. Another corpo-
rate dropout who had set 
up an NGO Himjoli placed 
his confidence in the new 
hundred per cent natural 
product. 

This region is famous for 
its apricots, plums and pears 

and there was a time when 
apples were abundant in the 
Chowbatia Gardens. 

Luscious Alexander Pears, 
Dark Purple Centosa Plums 
and many varieties of apri-

cots--morpankh, badami 
and gola are sourced lo-
cally. This is the philosophy 
followed by Bhuira and 
Karen’s Kitchen. Upgrade 
skills of local villagers, em-

power women and come 
out with a product that 
matches the global quality. 
There are many chefs who 
use these natural conserves 
in innovative dishes. Caul-
dronSisterss in Jaipur delight 
their guests with Alphonso 
Kalakand made with Al-
phonso Preserve. 

The duo Ratika and Richa 
prepare natural fruit pre-
serves (strawberries, bael, 
phalsa, jamun) to enliven 
cakes and other desserts. 

Nishant Choubey loves to 
work with natural home-
made handcrafted in small 
batches fruit preserves. He 
firmly believes that mar-
malades and jams may have 
been accompaniments to 
buttered toasts, the use of 
preserves is restricted only 

by the chef ’s imagination. 
He has used chunky apri-
cot preserve in his render-
ing of khubani ka meetha 
in Michelin plated Indus in 
Bangkok and has worked the 
magic of Jamun preserve in 
smoothie fortified with oats. 

Many people harbour the 
misconception that hand-
crafted preserves are an ex-
orbitant and unaffordable 
extravagance. Nothing could 
be farther from the truth. 
Top of the line products are 
available in the range of Rs. 
275- 375 for a 330 g jar. You 
need a small blob--a tea-
spoon full to taste the nectar! 

Ripple effects are clearly 
visible. It’s an idea whose 
time has come. From Hima-
layan hinterland to Sahya-
dris and the Nilgiris Ran-
ikhet, Pune and Bangalore 
the preference for artisanal 
fruit conserves is register-
ing steady growth. The post-
2000 generation is given 
threading labels carefully-- 
‘nature identical’ flavours are 
losing ground. Who needs 
chemical preservatives if 
you can keep the small jar 
after opening it in the refrig-
erator? 

Some exotic flavours are 
also available in sampler 
baskets in mini jars. Like the 
resurgence of other handi-
crafts, this trend is most 
likely to stay with us.

Raising a toast to handmade 
fRuit pReseRves

delicacy 

PushPesh Pant 

Jamun preserve in Jamun cake.

A ploy overused by inter-
viewees, over countless job 
interviews and employee 
appraisals, has been to dis-
guise a strength as a weak-
ness. As the interviewer asks 
the candidate to share his or 
her greatest weakness, pat 
comes the reply, ‘I am a per-
fectionist’. While the inter-
viewee hopes to convey the 
impression of a meticulous 
go-getter, it has dawned on 
me over the years that ‘per-
fectionism’ can indeed be a 
serious derailer to people’s 
careers and life trajectories. 
This is a roadblock that can 
be overcome; however, what 
makes it difficult is that soci-
ety and work environments 
often actually laud this trait.

The early years of a person’s 
career are usually shaped by 
a focus on achievement and 
individual contribution. 
The emphasis is on being 
reliable, on being down in 
the trenches, on dotting the 
I’s and crossing the t’s. ‘Per-
fectionists’ usually thrive 
in this environment. But as 
they get promoted and re-
warded, and their respon-
sibilities expand, they need 
to evolve to lead through 
impacting and influencing 
others, rather than through 
individual contribution 
alone. Many ‘perfectionist’ 
managers struggle to make 
this transition as they are 
forced to navigate an imper-
fect world. Using terms from 
McClelland’s Human Moti-
vation Theory, those whose 
deep underlying motives are 

achievement-driven rather 
than power-driven, find this 
transformation particularly 
difficult. ‘Perfectionists’ are 
also often very harsh on 
themselves and their teams, 
setting themselves up for 
burn-out.

Another phenomenon 
which often afflicts perfec-
tionists is that of ‘analysis 
paralysis’. A drive to get 
everything perfect often 
translates into a determinis-
tic view of the universe, less 
tolerant of grey areas, and 
of ambiguity or uncertainty. 
This comes in the way of de-
cision-making. I have seen 
this at close quarters during 
my years in the investment 
world, where fund manag-
ers would sometimes obsess 
over getting inconsequential 
details right in a spreadsheet, 
while not wanting to ‘bite the 
bullet’ and come to terms 
with the inherent unpre-
dictability of investments. 
As the saying goes, “it is bet-
ter to be imperfectly right 
than perfectly wrong”. The 
rapidly-evolving world that 
we face today often requires 
decisions to be made based 
on emergent patterns rather 
than perfectly mapped-out 
parameters.

I often come across bud-
ding writers who lament that 
they have gotten nowhere 
with their manuscript be-

cause each aborted writing 
session ends with the real-
ization that they have fallen 
short of the lofty standards 
they have set for themselves. 
This mirrors my own experi-
ence from my early writing 
days. While the quest for 
perfection can spur people 
on to excellence, more often 
than not, it instead ends up 
becoming a noose around the 
neck. As the feeling of dissat-
isfaction and being ‘not okay’ 
becomes progressively shrill, 
we end up procrastinating 
and often abandoning the 
creative pursuit altogether.

Our creative instincts 
thrive in a free-flowing non-
judgmental environment. 
The harsh glare of criticism 
and perfectionism serve as 
an unwelcome ‘censor’, chill-
ing the creative drive and 
often killing it altogether. It 
is actually the fear of failure 
that masquerades as ‘perfec-
tionism’, the lofty standards 
a convenient excuse to delay 
having the rubber hit the 
road.

None of the above is meant 
to be apologia for shoddy 
work, or for not striving 
for excellence. However, to 
quote British politician Ri-
shi Sunak, “It’s getting that 
balance right between un-
derstanding every aspect of 
something and then realizing 
I have done as much as I need 

to on that and my time is bet-
ter spent elsewhere”.

What then is the way for-
ward for someone who has 
the traits for a perfectionist? 

At a practical level, wheth-
er it is writing a book or pre-
paring a work presentation, 
we need to be okay with 
imperfect beginnings, and 
stop putting pressure on 
ourselves to get it right the 
first time. While writing, 
for instance, till I finish the 
first draft of my book, I try 
to switch off my ‘inner critic’. 
As the saying goes, ‘don’t let 
the perfect be the enemy of 
the good’.

At a deeper level, it involves 
a true acceptance of oneself; 
recognizing one’s strengths 
and capabilities, but also ac-
cepting oneself as a person 
with flaws, as someone who 
is bound to encounter fail-
ures and make mistakes. In 
this process of accepting our-
selves, we accept others too, 
and pave the way for deep, 
lasting connections. Shed-
ding the illusion of perfection 
is a small price to pay for this 
reward.
S.Venkatesh is the bestselling au-
thor of AgniBaan and KaalKoot, 
a leadership coach and an inves-
tor who has held key positions 
with JP Morgan, Credit Suisse 
and Macquarie. He writes about 
mindfulness and its link to cre-
ativity, business and wealth.

inneR compass

the peRils of ‘peRfectionism’

s Venkatesh 
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ACCOMPLISHMENT

VIRAT KOHLI BECOMES INDIA’S SECOND 
HIGHEST RUN-SCORER 

Virat Kohli on Sunday 
surpassed Rahul 
Dravid to become the 

second highest run-scorer for 
India in international cricket.
The star batter accomplished 
this feat in the third T20I 
against Australia in Hy-
derabad. In the match, the 
‘Chase Master’ Kohli was in 
full flow, switching from at-
tacker to anchor, from anchor 
to attacker at will. He struck 
63 runs in 48 balls, consisting 
of three fours and four sixes. 
His strike rate was also pretty 
solid at 131.25.
Now, Kohli has a total of 
24,078 runs in 471 matches 

across 525 innings at an 
average of 53.62. His 

best individual 
score in crick-

et is 254*. 
71 cen-
turies 
have 
come 
from 
his bat 
along 
with 125 
half-cen-
turies.
H e  h a s 
surpassed 
Indian 
great Ra-

hul Dravid, who has scored 
24,064 international runs 
for the Indian cricket team. 
Though Dravid’s internation-
al cricket run tally stands at 
24,208, the rest of his 144 runs 
have been scored as a part of 
teams like Asia XI, ICC World 
XI.
The leading run scorer for 
Team India in international 
cricket is none other than 
Master Blaster Sachin Ten-
dulkar. In 664 matches across 
782 innings, Tendulkar has 
scored 34,357 runs at an av-
erage of 48.52. 100 centuries 
and 164 half-centuries have 
come from his bat, with the 
best score of 248*.
These batters are followed 
by former skipper Sourav 
Ganguly (18,433), MS Dhoni 
(17,092) and Virender Sehwag 
(16,892).
Coming to the third T20I 
against Australia, visitors 
Aussies posted 186/7 in their 
20 overs. Cameron Green (52 
off 21 balls) helped them get to 
an explosive start.
But following that, spinners 
Yuzvendra Chahal (1/22) and 
Axar Patel (3/33) helped the 
Men in Blue make a come-
back, restricting Aussies’ run 
flow and leaving them strug-
gling at 117/6 in 13.5 overs.
Then a 68-run stand between 
Tim David (54) and Daniel 

Sams (28*) helped the visi-
tors reach 186/7 in their 20 
overs. Axar was India’s star 
with the ball and continued 
his good run in the series. 
Chahal, Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
and Harshal Patel also got one 
wicket each.
Chasing 187, Team India lost 
openers KL Rahul (1) and 
skipper Rohit Sharma (17) 
quickly, leaving them strug-
gling at 2/30. Then Virat 
Kohli and Suryakumar Yadav 
stitched a quickfire 104-run 
stand in 62 balls, with Yadav 
smashing Aussies all over the 
park and Virat anchoring the 
innings after scoring some 
quick runs in his first 20 balls.
Yadav’s dismissal for 69 off 36 
to Josh Hazlewood broke the 
stand. Following that, Virat 
brought up his half-century 
and looked to finish off the 
game, but was caught by skip-
per Aaron Finch on a Sams 
delivery for a well-made 63 
off 48. Hardik Pandya (25* off 
16 balls) finished the game for 
India with a four, with one ball 
to spare. Team India finished 
their innings at 187/4, winning 
the game by six wickets.
Sams (2/33) bowled well for 
Aussies. Hazlewood and Pat 
Cummins also took a wicket 
each. Suryakumar Yadav 
was adjudged as ‘Man of the 
Match’ for his fifty. 

TDG NETWORK
HYDERABAD

 DREAM RUN

Former India U19 World Cup 
winning captain Unmukt 
Chand has continued his 
dream run at United States of 
America’s premier T20 tour-
nament: Minor League Crick-
et. For the second season in 
a row, Chand concluded the 
tournament as the highest 
run scorer with 693 runs to 
his name. With a whopping 
average of 53.31, the opening 
batsman struck at 130+ in the 
18 games he played. 

Chand led Sillicon Valley 

Strikers side won the inau-
gural Minor League Tourna-
ment last year. This year they 
won 13 out of their 14 league 
games only to be knocked out 
in the semi-finals.  His perfor-
mance has been lauded across 
America in the tournament 
which took three months to 
conclude as the matches are 
only played on weekends. 
Consistency for two seasons 
with long gaps between 
matches demands regular 
practice and athletic fitness 
which Chand is known for. 
Even during his time with 
Indian cricket he regularly 

clocked scores of 20-22 in 
yo-yo tests at the NCA. Un-
mukt had a flourishing run at 
the Houston open as well in 
April. He has now three cen-
turies to his name this year 
alone in the shortest format 
of the game. 

The Delhi star is now eyeing 
a place in global t20 tourna-
ments around the world and 
also preparing for the 2024 
World Cup which the USA 
would be hosting. If he con-
tinues to bat the way he is, he 
is sure to be a big contender 
to lead USA against India at 
the highest level.

Unmukt emerges 
highest scorer in USA 
for second year in a row
TDG NETWORK
UNITED STATES

 CHESS TOURNAMENT

 

World Champion Magnus 
Carlsen of Norway under-
lined his supremacy as he 
beat teen Indian Grandmas-
ter Arjun Erigaisi in the final 
of the Julius Baer Generation 
Cup online rapid chess tour-
nament here today.

The final which was played 
over two days with two-
match of four games each saw 
the World No.1 from Norway 
win 2-0 in the second match 
to pocket the title.

Carlsen who had earlier 

won the first match 2.5-0.5 
needed just a draw in the 
second match to pocket the 
title. However, he secured 
consecutive victories in the 
opening two games to con-
demn the Indian to a crush-

ing defeat.
Needing a win on the sec-

ond day to take the finals into 
the tie-breaker, the Indian 
could not muster enough 
and resigned after 48 moves 
in the first game. He could not 
overcome the debacle and lost 
the next one in 48 moves to 
have his hopes quashed.

Carslen who has been in 
terrific form throughout the 
tournament lost only once 
in the preliminary stages 
and his performance in New 
York has made him the first 
player to hit the historic 2900 
Tour Rating.

Carlsen beat Erigaisi to 
win Julius Baer Cup
TDG NETWORK
NEW YORK

Magnus Carlsen. 
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FIERY SPELL 

PAKISTAN CLINCH 3-RUN WIN OVER ENGLAND IN FOURTH T20I

Mohammad Rizwan’s ex-
plosive half-century and 
pacer Haris Rauf’s fiery spell 
helped Pakistan clinch a 
thrilling three-run win over 
England in the fourth T20I 
at Karachi on Sunday.

With this victory, Pakistan 
has levelled the seven-match 
T20I series 2-2. In the first 
innings, Pakistan posted 
166/4 in their 20 overs. Riz-
wan’s crafty 88 off 67 balls 
powered his side to a modest 
total. Pacer Reece Topley im-
pressed with his spell of 2/37. 
Chasing 167, England was 
kept in the hunt by knocks 
from the likes of Harry 
Brook (34), Liam Dawson 
(34) and Ben Duckett (33), 
but wickets fell at regular 
intervals. The visitors fell 
short by just three runs in a 

thriller after being bundled 
out for 163 in 19.2 overs. Rauf 
(3/32) and Mohammad Has-
nain (3/35) produced match-
winning spells for Pakistan.

Chasing 167, Hasnain’s 
pace  and Mohammad 
Nawaz’s spin formed a cock-
tail that dismantled English 
top order. Phil Salt (8), Alex 
Hales (5) and Will Jacks (0) 
were back in pavilion within 
the space of just 2 overs and 
14 runs on the board.

Duckett and Brook, heroes 
from the last match, took 
the chase further with a lot 
of care and some audacious 
hits. By the end of powerplay 
in six overs, England seemed 
to be in recovery mode at 
50/3, with Brook (9*) and 
Duckett (27*) at the crease.

Spinner Nawaz delivered 
the hosts a key breakthrough 
by sending back Duckett for 
33 off 24 balls. England was 

at 4/57.
Skipper Moeen Ali was 

next up on the crease. He 
and Brook feasted on spin, 
scoring some big runs off it. 
The partnership fell just one 
run short of reaching the 
50-run mark after Nawaz 
produced a brilliant deliv-
ery that crashed into Ali’s 
stumps while he attempted 
to hit over the leg side. Ali 

was back in the pavilion for 
29 off 29 balls. Half the side 
was back in the hut for 106 
runs.

Following this, pacers Mo-
hammad Wasim and Rauf 
solidified Pakistan’s grip 
in the match by dismissing 
Brook (34 off 29) and David 
Willey (11 off 10). England 
was at 7/130. But it was 
Liam Dawson who turned 

the table in favour of Eng-
land. He thrashed Hasnain 
mercilessly for 24 runs in the 
18th over, bringing down the 
equation to nine runs in two 
overs.

Rauf’s 19th over marked 
Pakistan’s comeback in 
the match as he sent back 
Dawson (34 off 17 balls) and 
debutant Olly Stone (0), in-
creasing his wicket tally in 
the match to three. England 
was nine down at 163 runs.

England needed just four 
runs in the final over, but 
Topley was run out for 
nought by Shan Masood. 
Pakistan was able to steal a 
memorable win just when 
things looked terrible for 
them.

Rauf (3/32) and Hasnain 
(3/35) lead the Pakistani 
pace, delivering timely wick-
ets. Wasim and Nawaz also 
took one wicket each.

Pacer Haris Rauf.

MANKADING

The chatter has not 
stopped yet on India’s 
Deepti Sharma run-

ning out England’s Charlotte 
Dean at the non-striker’s end 
in the 44th over of the in-
nings. Many players came in 
support of Deepti while oth-
ers have different opinions 
and stand with Charlotte.

It was a plan, but one that 
was developed only after nu-
merous warnings to Dean, 
according to Deepti, who 
stopped in the middle of her 
bowling motion and pulled 
off the bails at the non-strik-
er’s end to complete a 3-0 
sweep of England. “It was a 
plan because we had warned 
her [for leaving the crease 
early] multiple times. We 
did things as per the rules 
and guidelines. We told the 
umpires as well, but she was 
there [outside the crease]. 
We couldn’t do much,” ES-
PNcricinfo quoted Deepti as 
saying.

Earlier India skipper Har-

manpreet Kaur also came in 
support of her player and 
gave a blunt reply to the of-
ficial broadcaster that no 
“crime” had been committed.

When questioned about 
the non-striker’s end runout 

by Deepti after Harmanpreet 
had led India to an ODI se-
ries win in England after 
23 years, she said, “Today, 
whatever we have done, I 
don’t think it was any crime. 
It is part of the game and is 

an ICC rule, and I think we 
just need to back our players. 
I’m actually very happy she 
[Deepti] was aware of that, 
and the batter is taking too 
long a stride. I don’t think 
she has done something 

wrong.”
With 17 runs needed to win 

the third and final match of 
the three-match ODI series, 
the 10th wicket partnership 
on 35 and Charlotte Dean 
edging closer to a fantastic 
half-century, drama un-
folded at Lord’s with Deepti 
running Dean out at the non-
striker’s end in her delivery 
stride.

Sometimes, the batter at 
the non-striker’s end leaves 
his popping crease while 
the bowler is in his/her final 
delivery stride. If a bowler 
sees this, he/she can legally 
attempt to run out of that 
batter as per the laws of the 
sport.

Indian cricket legend Vi-
noo Mankad first did this 
during 1947-48 during In-
dia’s tour of Australia by 
running out Australia’s Bill 
Brown at the non-striker’s 
end, which earned it the 
name ‘Mankading’. Though 
many cricketers argue that 
it is against the spirit of the 
game, it is totally legal as per 
the laws of the sport.

WE HAD WARNED HER MULTIPLE TIMES: DEEPTI 
SHARMA ON CHARLOTTE DEAN’S DISMISSAL
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India’s Deepti Sharma running out England’s Charlotte Dean at the non-striker’s end.

 SIX-WICKET VICTORY
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India registered a superb six-
wicket victory over Australia 
in the third and final T20I to 
clinch the series 2-1 here at 
the Rajiv Gandhi Stadium 
on Sunday.

Coming into match with 
the series levelled, Rohit 
Sharma & Co. showed great 
class and temperament in 
the do or die situation and 
the lot of credit for the vic-
tory goes down to the way 
Indian batting unit.

Chasing a stiff target of 187, 
the duo of Virat Kohli and 
Suryakumar Yadav batted 
brilliantly during the middle 
phase to help India register 
their first ever T20I series 
victory since 2013 against 
Australia at home. 

 Kohli who is slowly pick-
ing up his form scored 63 off 
48 deliveries including three 
fours and four sixes; while 
Surya hit a blistering 69 off 
36 balls that consisted of five 
towering sixes and as many 
boundaries.  

Talking during a cricket 
special show on India News 
presented by Dafanews, Raj-
kumar Sharma, Virat’s child-
hood coach heaped praise on 
him and said, “Virat has bat-
ted beautifully in the match 

and has delivered on the ex-
pected lines for India. Virat 
played his role to perfection 
and the way he paced his 
innings was splendid. The 
good thing for India is that 
Virat is getting back to his 
old nick and that is a great 
sign for the team.”

While Virat was a class 
apart in the match, it was the 
performance of Surya that 
gave the required impetus 
to India’s batting in the sec-
ond innings.  “SKY (Surya) 
was also great and the way 

he mounted an attack on the 
Australian bowlers took the 
game away. The kind of shots 
that he played were simply 
outstanding and having him 
in the middle is a huge plus 
for India,” Sharma added.

Speaking on the match-
winning performance be-
tween Surya and Virat, 
the Dronacharya awardee 
said, “The best about their 
partnership was the strat-
egy that they played with. 
Virat was going great guns 
but he slowed down and 

played a second fiddle when 
SKY started taking the Aus-
sie bowlers to cleaners. And 
when he got out, Virat again 
switched gears which was 
phenomenal.”

“Also the running between 
the wickets have been great 
between the two and it 
shows the kind of under-
standing they have in the 
middle,” he added.

Sharma believed that the 
way the Indian team is bat-
ting and the way everyone 
is contributing to the cause 
of the team is just what the 
team needed ahead of the 
upcoming ICC T20 World 
Cup. 

“It is a great sign that the 
top order is standing up at 
the right moment for the 
team. Rohit is leading from 
the front and the intent 
which he is batting is phe-
nomenal. I think it is the 
right way to go after the bat-
ting in the powerplay overs. 
Even Rahul is showing that 
intent but unfortunately, he 
is not getting enough runs 
on the board. But I don’t 
think that is a not a matter 
of worry. And the way Virat 
and Sky is holding up the 
middle order, it shows that 
the team is peaking up at the 
right time ahead of the T20 
World Cup,” he concluded.

India is peaking at the right time ahead 
of T20 World Cup: Rajkumar Sharma

Virat Kohli and Suryakumar Yadav.

 SECOND MATCH

We will have to be 
more focused against 
Vietnam: Igor Stimac

The Blue Tigers will have 
to exercise extreme focus in 
their second match of the 
Hung Thinh Friendly Foot-
ball Tournament, as they 
gear up to face hosts Vietnam 
at the Thong Nhat Stadium in 
Ho Chi Minh City, on Tues-
day, September 27, 2022.

India played their first 
match of the competition 
against Singapore at the same 
venue, a game that ended 
with the two sides sharing 
the spoils in a 1-1 draw. Head 
coach Igor Stimac stressed 
on the importance of main-
taining focus, before the Blue 
Tigers face off against hosts 
Vietnam.

“It will be a very differ-
ent game against a much 
stronger opponent, so our 
approach will also change 
accordingly,” Stimac said on 
the eve of the match.

“We need to be more fo-

cused, especially on vertical 
football and quick transi-
tion. At the same time, we 
must maintain focus on our 
defence as well. They pose a 
real threat from long range 
shots, and from their crosses, 
and we need to be able to deal 
with that,” Stimac added.

The India head coach has 
also closely followed the 
match between Vietnam and 
Singapore, and believes that 
the tomorrow’s opponents 

are an organised unit.
“I’ve watched their first 

match against Singapore 
and they (Vietnam) are a very 
disciplined side,” said Stimac. 
“They have also had enough 
time after the first game for 
recovery, while we need to 
see how many of our boys 
will be available and fit to 
play.” However, the 55-year-
old chose to look at the bright 
side, as most of his players are 
now available for selection. 
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India Head Coach Igor Stimac.

India wicketkeeper Taniya 
Bhatia on Monday alleged a 
theft at the Marriot in Lon-
don during her stay at the 
hotel.

The Indian youngster who 
was part of India women’s 
historic 3-0 whitewash over 

England in a three- match 
ODI series took to Twitter 
and claimed that she was 
robbed off a bag which con-
tained cash, cards and other 
valuable items and was kept 
in her hotel room.

“Shocked and disappoint-
ed at Marriot Hotel London 
Maida Vale management; 
someone walked into my 

personal room and stole my 
bag with cash, cards, watch-
es and jewellery during my 
recent stay as a part of the 
Indian Women’s Cricket 
team. @MarriottBonvoy @
Marriott. So unsafe,” Bhatia 
tweeted.

“Hoping for a quick in-
vestigation and resolution 
of this matter. Such lack of 

security at @ECB_cricket’s 
preferred hotel partner is 
astounding. Hope they will 
take cognisance as well. @
Marriott @BCCIWomen 
@BCCI,” Bhatia further 
added.

However, England Cricket 
Board (ECB) or the BCCI is 
yet to release a statement on 
the incident.

 DISAPPOINTED

WICKETKEEPER TANIYA BHATIA ALLEGES 
THEFT IN HER HOTEL ROOM IN LONDON
TDG NETWORK
LONDON

 MEN’S SINGLES

TASNIM, PRIYANSHU WIN INDIA 
CHATTISGARH INTERNATIONAL CHALLENGE

Former junior World No. 
1 Tasnim Mir and the tal-
ented Priyanshu Rajawat 
registered contrasting vic-
tories in the India Chhattis-
garh International Challenge 
badminton tournament here 
to clinch the women’s and 
men’s singles titles respec-
tively.

Tasnim, who upset many 
seeded players in the ear-
lier rounds, got the better of 
sixth seed Samiya Farooqui 
14-21, 21-17, 21-11 in the final 
while Rajawat defeated the 
experienced Subhankar Dey 
21-13, 21-11 to win the men’s 
singles summit clash. 

The Indian pair of N Sikki 
Reddy and Rohan Kapoor 
also came up with a scin-

tillating performance to 
beat Thailand’s Ratchapol 
M a k k a s a s i t h o r n  a n d 
Chasinee Korepap 22-20, 23-
21 to win the mixed doubles 
crown. Third seeds Ishan 
Bhatnagar and K Sai Prateek 
upset second seeds Krishna 
Prasad and Vishnuvardhan 
Goud 17-21, 21-15, 23-21 in the 

men’s doubles final.
Japan’s sixth-seeded com-

bination of Chisato Hoshi 
and Miyu Takahashi de-
feated the unseeded Indian 
pair of Aarti Sara Sunil and 
Pooja Dandu 12-21, 21-12, 21-7 
in the women’s doubles final 
to stop India from complet-
ing a clean sweep.
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Tasnim Mir after winning women’s single in Chattisgarh 
International Challenge.
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Indian wicketkeeper Taniya Bhatia.


