
Goodbye, friend
Prime Minister Narendra Modi pays homage at the 
State Funeral Ceremony of the former Japan Prime 
Minister Late Shinzo Abe, in Tokyo on Tuesday. ANi

EmphasizE 
what modi 
said, not an 
Era of war: 
BlinkEn
Washington: Us secretary 
of state antony Blinken on 
tuesday (local time) empha-
sized the remarks made by 
Prime Minister narendra 
Modi to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in samarkand, 
and said that he “could not 
agree more” with PM Modi’s 
advice.  on the sidelines of 
the sCo summit in samar-
kand on september 16, PM 
Modi had said “today’s era 
isn’t of war” while emphasis-
ing the need to find ways to 
address the problems of food, 
fuel security and fertilizers. 

“i really want to emphasize on 
what PM Modi said. i think he 
captured, as well as anyone 
i have heard, fundamentally 
what this moment is about 
as he said, this is not an 
era, the time for war and 
we could not agree more,” 
Blinken during a joint press 
conference said. 

EnErgy 
markEt must 
softEn up: 
Jaishankar 
External affairs Minister 
s Jaishankar on tuesday 
said there is very deep 
concern among developing 
countries about how their 
energy needs are addressed 
and energy markets under 
stress must soften up. 
addressing a joint press 
conference with Us state 
secretary antony Blinken, 
Jaishankar expressed his 
appreciation at the strong 
cooperation that india got 
from the Us on tackling 
international terrorism, in 
particular, the listing of 
wanted terrorists. “Energy 
markets under stress must 
soften up. We’d judge any 
situation by how it affects 
us & other countries global 
south. there is a very deep 
concern among developing 
countries about how their 
energy needs are addressed 
or not,” Jaishankar said.

top of the day
yEt anothEr crackdown 

swEEping raids 
against pfi in 6 statEs, 
hundrEds arrEstEd

In another major crackdown 
on the Popular Front of India, 
police along with other inves-
tigative agencies conducted 
raids across several states on 
Tuesday. The raids are un-
derway in Assam, Karnataka, 
Madhya Pradesh, Delhi, Ma-
harashtra and Uttar Pradesh. 

Today’s raids were in con-
tinuation of the crackdown 
started by the NIA and ED 
against the PFI on 22 Sep-

tember.
In state-wide raids in Kar-

nataka, more than 75 PFI 
workers of its political wing 
Social Democratic Party of 
India (SDPI) and leaders 
were taken into preventive 
custody, informed a police of-
ficial. “Over 75 PFI and SDPI 
workers and leaders have 
been taken into preventive 
custody, including the SDPI 
Yadgiri district president. 

The cases have been 
booked under sections 108, 
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BilatEral rElationship 

‘good rElations with russia in our 
national intErEst’, says Jaishankar

Noting that India makes a choice about pro-
curing defence equipment in its national 
interest, External Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar on Tuesday said where “we get our 
military equipment is not a new issue or 
changed due to geo-political changes” and 
that New Delhi has not faced problems in 
terms of spare parts supply in the past from 

Russia.
Addressing a press conference with US Sec-

retary of State Anthony Blinken, Jaishankar 
said India has a tradition of multi-sourcing 
defence equipment. “Don’t think we’ve faced 
any problems in terms of servicing or spare 
parts supply we’ve got in past from Russia. 
Where we get our military equip is not a new 
issue or changed due to geopolitical changes. 
We exercise a choice that is in our national 
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sEna vs sEna

Who is real Shiv Sena? SC 
leaves it to EC to decide 

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day allowed the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) 
to decide on rival claims 
made by groups led by Ud-
dhav Thackeray and Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde on 
which faction is the real Shiv 
Sena. 
A five-judge Constitution 

bench headed by Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud declined to 
stay proceedings before the 
Election Commission on 
the Shinde group’s claim for 
recognition as the ‘real’ Shiv 

Sena. The bench also com-
prising Justices M.R. Shah, 
Krishna Murari, Hima Kohli 
and P.S. Narasimha rejected 
the plea of the Uddhav Thac-
keray group seeking a stay 
on proceedings before the 
EC till the Supreme Court 
decides on the main issue 
pending before it. 
“We direct that there would 
be no stay of the proceedings 
before the Election Commis-
sion of India. Accordingly, 
the Interlocutory Applica-
tion is dismissed,” the bench 
stated in its order after a day-
long hearing. 
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clEar stand 

Anger over F-16 deal 
with Pakistan: US 
rushes to placate India

Hours after straight talk by 
External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar about the US’ 
F-16 deal with Pakistan in 
Washington, the US has 
vowed deeper defence ties 
with India and committed 
to extend more support to it 
as ‘security provider’ in Indo-
Pacific region amid growing 
China threat in what is being 
viewed by diplomats here as 
the Biden administration’s at-
tempt to placate New Delhi. 
During bilateral talks with 
Jaishankar, US Defence Sec-
retary Lloyd Austin sharply 
criticised China for “unprec-
edented provocations in the 
Taiwan Strait”. He also went 
on to lambast Beijing for its 
aggressive agenda across 
various geographies includ-

ing the Indo-Pacific. Austin 
also assured to ramp up 
intelligence input sharing 
networks between the two 
countries to deal with any 
such challenge.  

Sources told  The Daily 
Guardian that “the Pentagon 
chief spent a considerable 
amount of time during 
the meeting lashing out at 
China.” Austin said that “We 
are positioning the US and 
Indian militaries to operate 
and coordinate more closely 
together than ever.” This was 
another significant statement 
from the US Defence 
Secretary vowing deeper 
defence ties with India amid 
New Delhi venting anger 
over Washington’s F-16 
deal with Islamabad. Sources 
said that the US pledging 
to enhance ties with India 
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foolproof arrangEmEnt 

‘Super Sniffer’ dog squad to 
protect Namibian cheetahs 

A five-month-old German 
Shepherd ‘Ilu’ is under train-
ing at Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police Force’s (ITBP) Nation-
al Training Centre for Dogs 
to join the ‘Supper Sniffer’ 

squad in Madhya Pradesh. 
‘Ilu’ will soon be deployed 
in Madhya Pradesh’s Kuno 
National Park to protect the 
recently released Namibian 
cheetahs from poachers.
She is among the six dogs 
that are being trained to pro-
tect the wildlife at various 

national parks of the country. 
After the completion of 

the basic training for three 
months and an advance 
training for four months will 
help instil qualities like obe-
dience, sniffing and tracking 
skills. The canines will get 
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rEst in pEacE

shinzo aBE 
shall livE on 
in hEarts of 
millions, modi 
at statE funEral

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday attended 
the state funeral of former 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe at Nippon Bu-
dokan Hall in Tokyo.

Lauding former Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said on Tuesday that 
Abe was a great leader and a 
phenomenal individual who 
strongly believed in India-
Japan friendship. 
“When I was in Tokyo earlier 
this year, little did I imagine I 
would be back for the solemn 
programme of former PM 
Abe’s state funeral. He was a 
great leader, a phenomenal 
individual and someone who 
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historic momEnt

8 lakh tunEd 
into india’s 
first sc livE 
strEaming 
procEEdings

In a landmark moment in 
the history of the Indian ju-
diciary, the Supreme Court 
on Tuesday live-streamed 
on YouTube its proceedings 
for the public to watch.
The proceedings were 
watched by more than eight 
lakh viewers. This step will 
go a long way in overcoming 
the barriers of distance and 
will provide citizens from 
every nook and corner of 
the country opportunity to 
watch the Supreme Court 
proceedings, said a state-
ment issued by the Supreme 
Court. 

It further stated that this is 
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strong rEsolvE

iaf’s first woman sukhoi-30 
flEEt to takE on china 
along lac 

Amid the ongoing military 
deployment along the Chi-
na front, Indian Air Force’s 
only female Weapon Sys-
tem Operator (WSO) in the 

deadly Sukhoi-30 fighter 
fleet on Tuesday said pilots 
in the eastern sector were 
ready to respond to any 
eventuality in the area and 
prove their mettle in real op-
erations. 

The fighter aircraft op-

erations of the Su-30 fighter 
aircraft has been made more 
lethal with the induction of 
new weapons and electron-
ic warfare systems. “Being 
part of any actual operation 
is what every fighter pilot 
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Gehlot to continue as 
CM of Rajasthan 

As the observers failed to 
hold Ashok Gehlot respon-
sible for the ongoing drama 
in Rajasthan, the Congress 
high command has no other 
option but to keep Gehlot as 

the Chief Minister of the state. 
Sources said he will continue 
to be the chief minister. The 
next assembly elections 
will also be contested under 
Gehlot’s leadership only. 

In fact, senior leaders name-
ly Ambika Soni, Digvijay 
Singh and Anand Sharma 

swung into action immedi-
ately after the crisis started 
deepening in Rajasthan. 
Sharma and Ambika Soni 
held a meeting with Congress 
interim president Sonia Gan-
dhi last night. Sources said 
that Ambika Soni even made 
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no changE 

Following the AICC ob-
servers’ report on the 
political crisis in Raj-

asthan, Congress on Tuesday 
served show cause notices to 
three Ashok Gehlot loyalists-
minister Shanti Dhariwal, 
chief whip Mahesh Joshi 
and Dharmendra Rathore. 
However, the Chief Minister 
Gehlot has been given a clean 
chit in the report. 

The party high command 
served the show cause no-
tices to three leaders for “an 
act of grave indiscipline” and 
sought their replies within 
10 days as to why disciplin-
ary action will not be taken 

against them. 
Earlier, observers Mal-

likarjun Kharge and Ajay 
Maken submitted their 
report to party chief So-
nia Gandhi blaming three 
pro-Gehlot MLAs for the 
on-going drama. The report 
said that the three leaders 
hold a parallel meeting of 
MLAs where they passed a 
resolution on the next Chief 
Minister. The resolution 
said that the Chief Minister 
must be chosen from those 
who supported the govern-
ment in 2020 when Sachin 
Pilot staged a coup to topple 
Gehlot government. Follow-
ing the resolution, as many 
as 93 MLAs resigned, bring-
ing huge embarrassment to 

the Congress leadership. 
The report, however, gave 

clean chit to Gehlot. The ex-
emption of Gehlot seems to 

come amid efforts to put an 
end to the on-going crisis. 

Reacting to the show cause 
notices, Dhariwal lashed out 

at Congress’ state in-charge 
Maken alleging that he was 
part of a “conspiracy” to re-
move Chief Minister Gehlot. 
Dhariwal, a Gehlot loyalist, 
also took a veiled swipe at 
Pilot and said that Rajasthan 
MLAs will not sit through 
and tolerate if traitors are 
being rewarded. 

“It was a 100 per cent con-
spiracy to remove the CM 
and the general secretary 
incharge was a part of it. I 
am not talking about anyone 
else, no charge on Kharge but 
only the General Secretary 
incharge,” said Dhariwal. He 
further said that disgruntled 
lawmakers of Rajasthan 
asked him to “listen to their 

noticEs to 3 mlas for ‘gravE 
indisciplinE’, gEhlot gEts clEan chit

political drama in raJasthan

Gehlot camp, however, slams the decision of show cause notices 
saying that conspiracy was hatched to remove the Chief Minister. 
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nEW dElhi sachin pilot arrivEs in dElhi, 

rEason not disclosEd
nEW dElhi: amid the ongoing political crisis in Rajasthan, 
Congress leader sachin Pilot on tuesday reached delhi 
from Jaipur, but the reason for his arrival has not yet been 
disclosed. Earlier, Pilot denied media reports stating he told 
the party high command that Rajasthan Chief Minister ashok 
gehlot should not remain in office if he decides to contest the 
party presidential poll. it was earlier reported quoting the 
sources that Pilot had told the high command it is his respon-
sibility to bring the Mlas together. “Congress Mla sachin 
Pilot has told the Congress high command that Rajasthan CM 
ashok gehlot should not remain CM if he decides to contest 
for the party president post and that it is his responsibility 
to bring Mlas together,” the sources had said. Refuting the 
reports, the Congress leader said that he had spoken neither 
with the party’s high command nor with Rajasthan CM ashok 
gehlot. “am afraid this is false news being reported”, he 
tweeted.

16
india goEs down 
0-3 against 
viEtnam in an 
intErnational 
friendly 

10
sri lankan 
fishErmEn opposE 
chinEsE Exploitation 
of maritimE 
rEsourcEs

3
staBility of indo-
pacific should 
BE sEcurEd: 
Jaishankar
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FoolprooF arrangement 

‘Super SniFFer’ dog Squad to 
protect namibian cheetahS 

deployed 
on the job from 
April next year. 

D u r i n g  t h e 
training, the dogs will be 
trained to detect tiger and 
leopard skins, bones, ele-
phant tusks and other body 
parts, bear bile, Red Sand-
ers, and several other illegal 
wildlife products. 

Super sniffer squads 
trained at this camp have 
been deployed in national 
parks in Maharashtra, Kar-
nataka, Chhattisgarh, Odi-
sha, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat 
and Tamil Nadu.
“Dogs develop an un-
breakable bond with their 
handlers that makes them 

excellent in their job,” said 
Sanjeev Sharma, handler 
of Ilu, who is currently em-
ployed with the forest de-
partment at Kuno National 
Park. 

Sharma further said that 
Illu is like a child to him. 
She was just two months old 
when he picked her here for 
training. As per the norms, 
dogs stay with the same 
handler from day one till 
their day of retirement. 
“Ilu is not supposed to pro-
tect cheetahs because they 
can protect themselves, she 
will be deployed on the pe-
riphery of the national park 
along with forest guards to 
protect cheetahs and other 

animals from poachers,” 
said Sanjeev. 

Ishwar Singh Duhan, In-
spector General of Basic 
Training Center of Indo-
Tibetan Border Police Force 
(BTC-ITBP) in Panchkula 
said that they are providing 
specialized training to the 
dogs that are to be deployed 
at Kuno National Park. 
“The dogs will be trained to 
detect tiger skin and bones 
during the specialized train-
ing course. These dogs are 
being trained by us in col-
laboration with TRAFFIC 
(a wildlife trade monitoring 
network) and WWF-India 
(World Wide Fund for Na-
ture India),” he said. 

reSt in peace

believed 
in India-

Japan friendship. 
He shall live on in 
the hearts of mil-

lions!” PM Modi is in Tokyo to 
attend the State funeral of the 
former Japanese PM which 
was held today at Nippon 
Budokan in the presence of 
several top world leaders.

After attending the State fu-
neral, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi met with Akie Abe, 
wife of Shinzo Abe at Aka-
saka Palace and conveyed his 
condolences on the tragic loss.
“Following the State Fu-
neral, PM @narendramodi 

had a private meeting with 
Mrs. Akie Abe at Akasaka 
Palace. PM recalled his fond 
memories with “Abe San” 
and conveyed his heartfelt 
condolences on this tragic 
loss,” Ministry of External 
Affairs spokesperson Arin-
dam Bagchi tweeted.

PM Modi also met with his 
Japanese counterpart Fumio 
Kishida and conveyed his 
deepest condolences on the 
demise of former Prime Min-
ister Abe.
“Prime Minister also had 
a brief interaction with PM 
Kishida to reiterate his con-
dolences,” Bagchi added.

“The two leaders had a pro-
ductive exchange of views on 
further deepening bilateral 
relations. They also discussed 
a number of regional and 
global issues,” the Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA) 
said in a statement.

Both leaders renewed 
their commitment to further 
strengthening the India-Ja-
pan Special Strategic and 
Global Partnership and work-
ing together in the region and 
other international groupings. 

The Prime Minister was 
seen along with Australian 
Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese at the funeral.

Shinzo Abe shall live on in hearts 
of millions, Modi at state funeral

Strong reSolve

i n  t h e 
Indian Air 

Force trains for 
because that is 
where we would 

get to show our mettle. Our 
pilots from various bases in 
the eastern sector are ready 
to respond in case of any 
eventuality, the women pi-
lots said in Tezpur forward 
air base close to the China 
border in the eastern sector. 

We are always ready for 
any kind of tasks and chal-
lenges that may come upon 
us,” Flight Lieutenant Te-
jaswi said during an interac-

tion at the forward base. 
The WSOs or wizzos are 

specialist officers required 
to fly in the rear cockpit of 
multirole Su-30 fighter air-
craft and handle the sensors 
and weapons to be fired by 
the aircraft at enemy targets. 

On being asked about how 
she felt about the deploy-
ment along LAC, Flight 
Lieutenant Sakshya Bajpai, 

“What runs through, our 
minds is not very different 
during demanding times 
because such operations 
are an execution of what we 
practice on a daily basis.” 

Asked about the experi-
ence of fighter pilots during 
the multiple joint Army-Air 
Force joint operations dur-
ing the recent wargames, 
another Su-30 fighter pilot 
said the experience of fly-
ing during these wargames 
was always very thrilling as 
it helps pilots to prepare bet-
ter for carrying out actual 
operations. 
“The training missions help 
us to get oriented and help 
us to get ready for any con-
tingency and live up to our 
motto ‘Touch the Sky with 
Glory’.” 

iaF’S FirSt woman SuKhoi-30 
Fleet to taKe on china 
along lac 

no change

Sonia 
Gandhi talk to 
Gehlot over phone. 
After these efforts 

of the seniors, the crisis, many 
say may be over soon.  Top 
Congress leaders were wor-
ried about the possibility of 
Rajasthan going the Punjab 
way.

Now, Gehlot is unlikely to 
file the nomination for the 
Congress President post. 
He may meet Sonia Gandhi 
in Delhi soon. So, a new name 
for the President’s post may 
come up by Wednesday. Some 
leaders are urging Sonia to 
file papers.   

All the veterans of the Con-
gress are wondering as to why 
all of a sudden rumours were 
spread that Sachin Pilot will 
replace Gehlot as CM despite 
a majority of legislators sup-
porting the latter. Why was 
the CLP meeting called? 
Leaders wonder why Gehlot 
was not trusted amid all the 

crisis, while it is the fact that 
he has been the most trusted 
leader for the Gandhi family. 
Those who were active to 
topple the government alleg-
edly at the behest of BJP were 
trusted to the surprise of all. 

Observer Ajay Maken’s re-
port to the Congress interim 
chief also revealed the truth. 
Gehlot has not been blamed 
for all that happened in the 
report. Senior ministers 
Shanti Dhariwal, Mahesh Jish 
and RTDC Chairman Dhar-
mendra Singh Rathore have 
been blamed for the crisis. 
Three leaders have been is-
sued show cause notices, and 
their replies have been sought 
within ten days. Rathore re-
marked that his leader Rahul 
Gandhi has taught us not to 
be afraid of anything. “We 
were with truth, so we were 
not afraid,” he quipped. The 
truth has come out. Everyone 
has seen who the majority is 
going with. The high com-

mand was misled, he said.
Needless to say, the en-

tire development came as 
a setback for the party, as 
Rajasthan is the only big 
state that the party has in 
its kitty. Moreover, no third 
party has yet entered the fray 
in Rajasthan, and there is a 
direct contest between Con-
gress and BJP here. Two years 
ago, rebels led by Sachin Pilot 
tried to topple the govern-
ment allegedly under “the 
Operation Lotus of BJP”. The 
BJP is still alleged to be eye-
ing the opportunity to fish in 
the troubled water. The argu-
ment of the Gehlot’s loyalists 
was that those who betrayed 
the Congress cannot be given 
power. There are allegations 
that some of these rebels at 
the behest of BJP ensured the 
defeat of the Congress candi-
dates in the civic body elec-
tions. A rebel MLA helped 
BJP in the election for Jaipur 
District President post.   

gehlot to continue aS cm oF rajaSthan

Sena vS Sena

Who is real Shiv Sena? SC 
leaves it to EC to decide 

The ECI 
will now also look 
at the issue of al-
lotment of Shiv 

Sena’s traditional bow and 
arrow symbol of the party. 

Earlier, the apex court had 
verbally asked the poll panel 
not to take any precipitative 
action on the issue. 

Thackeray group had filed 
an application before the top 
court seeking direction to re-
strain the Election Commis-
sion from deciding the claim 
raised by the Shinde faction 
for recognition as the official 
Shiv Sena party. 

During the hearing, Senior 
advocate Kapil Sibal, appear-
ing for the Thackeray group, 
argued that Shinde has in-
curred disqualification as 
his various acts amount to 
voluntary giving up of the 
party membership under 
Paragraph 2(1)(a) of the 

Tenth Schedule and also he 
has violated the party whip. 

He said that allowing the 
Election Commission to 
decide Shinde’s claim can 
result in “irreparable dam-
age” to the Thackeray group. 

Senior advocate Abhishek 
Manu Singhvi also appear-
ing for the Thackeray camp 
contended that “In whatever 
form the Shiv Sena exists 
today, they have no claim 
that they have merged with 
the BJP. You (Shinde group) 
have left the Shiv Sena, but 
you want the goodwill of 
Shiv Sena and so you won’t 
merge.” 

Senior advocate Neeraj 
Kishan Kaul, appearing for 
the Shinde group, claimed 
that over 1.5 lakh party 
members had sent their rep-
resentations to the Election 
Commission supporting the 
Shinde group.

Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, appearing for the 
Maharashtra Governor, told 
the bench that the Election 
Commission should be al-
lowed to discharge its duties.

He said, “This is a politi-
cal question and it is not the 
first time that such a split 
has happened and to decide 
which faction is the real 
party. It is the election com-
mission which is equipped 
to look into this.” 

The top court is seized of 
several petitions filed by ri-
val groups of Shiv Sena in 
relation to the Maharashtra 
political crisis. 

In August, the top court’s 
three-judge bench had re-
ferred to a five-judge Con-
stitution bench the issues 
involved in the petition filed 
by rival groups of Shiv Sena 
in relation to the Maharash-
tra political crisis. 

hiStoric moment

8 lakh tuned into 
India’s first SC live 
streaming proceedings

a humble 
beginning and 
the “attempts 
will now be made 

to live-stream proceedings 
in all important matters” 
until live-streaming of pro-
ceedings becomes the order 
of the day. 
“Three Constitution Bench-
es in Court nos. 1, 2 and 3 of 
the Supreme Court of India 
were sitting today simulta-
neously and the proceed-
ings in these three Courts 
were being live streamed 
through YouTube and 
other T.V. Channels. Statis-

tics show that more than 
eight lakh viewers watched 
the proceedings before the 
three Constitution Bench-
es,” said the Supreme Court. 

The decision to live stream 
the proceedings of the Con-
stitution benches was taken 
by the Full Court on 20 
September 2022 and soon 
thereafter trial runs were 
undertaken by the Registry. 

The technical support 
teams ensured that the live 
streaming was without any 
obstruction or difficulty 
and was completely seam-
less, the statement added.

Yet another cracKdown 

Sweeping raidS againSt pFi in 6 
StateS, hundredS arreSted

151 CrPC,” 
said Alok Kumar, 
ADGP Law and 
Order,  Benga-

luru. The police conducted 
raids in Devanahalli, Ben-
galuru Rural, Chikkaballa-
pur, Chitradurga, Raichur, 
Hassan, Bellary, Bagalkot, 
Koppal and other districts 
in the state. 

Mohmad Ismail, Raichur 
district ex-President of PFI 
was also arrested and sent 
to judicial custody. Three PFI 
leaders have been taken into 
custody in Mysore while two 
leaders have been taken into 
custody in Chamarajanagar. 
Eight PFI leaders have been 
taken into custody, includ-

ing the district president 
in Mangalore. Four people 
from Hoskote, three from 
Chickaballapur and nine 
from Bengaluru rural have 
been taken into custody.

Eight PFI leaders have 
been taken into custody in-
cluding the district president 
in Mangalore. Four people 
from Hoskote, three from 
Chickaballapur and nine 
from Bengaluru rural have 
been taken into custody. 

In Uttar Pradesh, the state’s 
ATS and the UP Special Task 
Force took more than a doz-
en PFI leaders into custody 
in raids across the state, in-
formed police sources. 

Crackdown on the PFI 

continued in Maharashtra as 
the ATS and local police con-
ducted raids in various parts 
of the state and arrested vari-
ous persons linked with the 
organisation. 

Nashik Police Crime 
Branch arrested the All 
India Imam Council’s state 
chief Maulana Irfan Daulat 
Nadvi along with a mem-
ber of the organisation. “All 
India Imams Council state 
chief Maulana Irfan Daulat 
Nadvi and PFI member 
Rashid Shahdain Shaheed 
Iqbal taken into custody by 
Nashik Police Crime Branch 
u/s 151 late last night,” said 
Police Inspector Hemant Pa-
til on Tuesday.

clear Stand

Anger over F-16 deal with Pakistan: 
US rushes to placate India

to thwart 
China’s 

challenge is a wel-
come step but, at 
the same time, the 

Biden administration must 
not supply arms or weapons 
to Pakistan whose nexus 
with terror organisation is no 
secret. The US is well aware 
that Pakistan based terror 
organisations are threat 
not only to the region but to 
the other parts of the world. 

“Supplying Pakistan jets will 
ultimately weaken the joint 
war against terrorism as a 
terror sponsor country is 
being strengthened,» say 
officials.    

Sources further said that 
Jaishankar apprised Austin 
of these views on Pakistan in 
the backdrop of the F-16 jet 
deal. “India will continue to 
highlight its concerns over 
the US-Pakistan defence 
deals like this in future,” 

sources told TDG, add-
ing, “India cannot approve 
of Washington equipping 
Islamabad with weapons, 
even though it continues to 
cooperate with New Delhi in 
countering Beijing. It cannot 
take cover of its cooperation 
to counter China to help an-
other problem creator Paki-
stan,” a diplomat says. 

Earlier, at a book launch 
function in Washington, 
Jaishankar expressed dis-
pleasure over the US’ ap-
proval  this month of a 
US$450 million package 
to maintain and upgrade 
Pakistan’s F-16 fighter 
jets.“For someone to say, ‘I 
am doing this because it is all 
counterterrorism content’, 
and so, when you are talking 
of an aircraft like a capability 
of an F-16 where everybody 
knows … where they are de-
ployed and their use, you are 
not fooling anybody by say-

ing these things,” Jaishankar 
said in a veiled criticism of 
the Biden administration’s 
decision.

During the opening re-
marks in Washington, the 
Pentagon Chief also recalled 
his recent call with Defense 
Minister Rajnath Singh and 
said that the defence part-
nership between India and 
the US is going strong and 
strength to strength. Ac-
cording to sources, during 
that telephonic conversa-
tion, Rajnath Singh had also 
conveyed India’s concerns re-
lated to the American suste-
nance package for Pakistan’s 
F-16 fleet.  

Jaishankar on Saturday 
concluded the high-level 
United Nations General As-
sembly debate in New York. 
The EAM was in New York 
from September 18 to 24. 
Now he is in Washington in 
concluding part of the visit. 

bilateral relationShip 

‘good relationS with ruSSia in our 
national intereSt’, SaYS jaiShanKar

interest,” he said.
“We have a tradition of multi-
sourcing and for us how to get the 
optimal deal from a competitive 

situation is really what this is all about,” he 
said responding to q query on import of de-
fence equipment.

Jaishankar said the Ukraine conflict is “not 
in anybody’s interest”.
“The best way forward is to return to dia-
logue and diplomacy,” he said, reaffirming 
India’s stance.

The two leaders also exchanged views on 
Ukraine conflict and the Indo-Pacific region.
“We engage with each other in almost every 
domain and the quality of our cooperation in 

our conversations has steadily improved. We 
discussed our political coordination work-
ing together in plurilateral and multilateral 
formats and exchanging assessment and col-
laborating on the important regional issues 
and global challenges. I would specifically 
mention the Ukraine conflict and the Indo-
Pacific situation in that regard,” Jaishankar 
said.

Russia had launched a special military op-
eration in Ukraine in February this year.

In his remarks, Antony Blinken referred to 
remarks made by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi during his meeting with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of the 
SCO summit.

noticeS to 3 mlaS For 
‘grave indiScipline’, 
gehlot getS clean chit

political drama in rajaSthan

voice”. 
“A general secretary is himself canvassing to 

make such people chief minister who betrayed the 
party and because of it, MLAs are angry and dis-
gruntled. MLAs asked me to listen to their voice. 

They want someone from 102 MLAs who huddled together 
to stay with Congress for over 34 days (in 2020) to be made 
CM,” he added.

Amid the political crisis, Gehlot held an informal meeting 
with a few ministers and party MLAs at his residence here 
on Tuesday, sources said. 

Sources also said Forest and Environment Minister Sukh-
ram Bishnoi, Minister of State for Home Rajendra Yadav, Mi-
norities Minister Saleh Mohammad, Sports Minister Ashok 
Chandna and MLAs Madan Prajapat, Rafiq Khan, Amin 
Kagzi, Khushveer Jojawar, Amit Chachan, Jagdish Jangid 
were among those present. 

Full TexTs oF show Cause noTiCes 
TARIQ ANWAR General Secretary
24, Akbar Road,
September 27, 2022

Dr. shri Dhaliwal, Senior leader of the Indian National 
Congress Shri Malikarjun Kharge (Leader of Opposition Rajya 
Sabha) and Shri Ajay Maken General Secretary and in-charge 
of Rajasthan were deputed as observers for the Rajasthan 
Congress Legislative Party meeting slated to be held on 25 
September 2022 at 7 PM at the Chief Minister’s Residence.

In his report to the Hon’ble Congress President, Shri Ajay 
Mahon has reported grave indiscipline on your part. It has been 
submitted that:- 

1. As Parliamentary Affairs Minister You sit on dais and are a 
prominent speaker at all CLP Meetings in Rajasthan.

2. Apart from issuing the statement, you have committed 
grave, indiscipline by hosting a parallel MLAs meeting at your 
residence pressuring them not to attend the official meet-
ing. As Parliamentary Affairs Minister, hosting the unofficial 
meeting confused the Congress MLAs as to which one was 
convened officially.

3. This happen even when Shri Kharge and Shri Maken 
repeat.ly clarify that they have come here to speak to each 
MLAs individually and impartially report to Hon’ble Congress 
President. No decision would be made in haste. After knowing 
the views of Ms Hon’ble Congress President will discuss them 
with everyone and took a well-considered decision.

Dear shri Mahesh Joshi, Senior lender of the Indian National 
Congress Shri Mallikarjun Kharge (Leader of Opposition Rajya 
Sabha) and Shri Ajay Makers General Secretary and in-charge 
of Rajasthan were deputed as observers for the Rajasthan 
Congress Legislative Party meeting slated to be held on 23 
September 2022 at 7 PM at the Chief Minister’s residence.

In his report to the Hon’ble Congress President, Shri Ajay 
Makers has reported grove indiscipline on your part. It has 
been submitted that,

1. You being the Chief Whip, officially informed every Con-
gress MLA for the meeting slated to be held at 7 PM on 25th 
September, 2022 at the Chief Minister’s Residence.

2 You as Chief Whip have conducted grave indiscipline on two 
counts.

a) Boycotting the official CLP meeting, even after you had 
informed (given notice) every Congress MLA to attend it and

b) By participating and convening parallel meeting of the 
MLAs at the time when officially appointed observers were 
waiting for the official meeting to start. As Chief Whip your 
presence at the unofficial and illegal meeting confused the 
MLAs as to which one was convened officially.

3. This happened even when Shri Kharge and Shri Makers 
repeatedly clarified that they have come here to speak to each 
MLA individually and impartially report to the Hon&#39;ble 
Congress President. No decision would be made in haste. After 
knowing the views of MLAs, the Honble Congress President 
will discuss them with everyone and take a well-considered 
decision.

shri Dharmendra Rathore, Senior Leader of the Indian 
National Congress Shri Malikarjun Kharge (Leader of Op-
position Rajya Sabha) and Shri Ajay Maken General Secretary 
and In-Charge of Rajasthan were deputed as observer for the 
Rajasthan Congress Legislative Party meeting slated to be 
held on 25th September 2022 at 7 PM at the Chief Minister’s 
Residence.

In his report to the Hon’ble Congress President. Shri A. 
Maken has reported grave Indiscipline on your part. It has 
beers submitted that,

1. You, as Chairmen of RTDC and a Member of the PCC made 
all logistical arrangements and made the entire planning of 
the unofficial meeting of the MLAs, held parallel to the official 
Rajasthan CLP meeting.

2. Prima facie, the above charges are an act of grave indisci-
pline. Therefore, this show cause notice is being issued seeking 
your reply within 10 days as to why disciplinary action not be 
taken against you at per the provisions of the constitution of the 
Indian National Congress.
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reorganisation act

Union Home Secretary Ajay 
Bhalla on Tuesday chaired a 
crucial meeting with senior 
officials of Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh over unset-
tled matters of the Reorgan-
isation of Andhra Pradesh 
Act 2014.

The meeting started here 
around 11 am in the Home 
Ministry with Telangana 
Chief Secretary Somesh Ku-
mar and Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Secretary Sameer 
Sharma along with some 
higher officials of both the 
states. Official’s privy to 
the move told ANI that the 
agenda of the meeting was 
divided between the discus-
sion on bilateral and other 
issues.

The agenda of the meeting 
has seven significant issues, 
like division of companies 
and corporations, bifurca-
tion of state institutions, ap-
portionment of institutions 
not mentioned anywhere in 
the Act, division of Andhra 
Pradesh State Finance Cor-
poration (APSFC), divi-
sion of Singareni Collieries 
Company Ltd (SCCL) and 
Andhra Pradesh Heavy 
Machinery Engineering Ltd 
(APHMEL).

Besides, the bilateral issues 
included a division of cash 

and bank balance (funds 
under Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes or Expenditure 
on Common Institutions 
or public debt pertaining to 
Externally Aided Projects), 
Cash Credit amount due 
to Andhra Pradesh State 
Civil Supplies Corporation 
Limited (APSCSCL) from 
Telangana State Civil Sup-
plies Corporation Limited 
(TSCSCL) and release of 
Rice Subsidy for 2014-15 by 
M/o CA, F&PD to APSC-
SCL.

Other issues on the agenda 
of the meeting are tax incen-
tives [Section 94 (1) and (2) 
of AP Reorganisation Act, 
2014, development grant for 
seven backward districts of 
the state covering Rayalas-
eema and North Coastal Re-
gion, resource gap, removal 
of anomaly in taxation mat-
ters [Section 50, 51 and 56].

The agenda also mentions 
Central Support for the cre-
ation of a new capital city, 
the establishment of educa-
tional institutions, and the 
establishment of rapid rail 
connectivity from the new 
capital.

The officials of both Telan-
gana and Andhra Pradesh 
linked to revenue, expen-
diture, finance, education, 
agriculture and many other 
departments participated in 
the meeting.

Home Secretary 
chairs meeting with 
Telangana, AP 
senior officials 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

intelligence ops

A Pakistani intruder was 
apprehended by the Border 
Security Force (BSF) on the 
border in Rajasthan’s Srig-
anganagar sector on Mon-
day, the BSF informed in a 
statement. 

As per the B SF,  the 
20-year-old intruder has an 
affiliation with “Tehreek-e-
Labbaik,” a radical Islamic 
extremist political party es-
tablished in Pakistan in 2015. 
The Central Armed Police 
Force has identified the in-
truder as Mohmmad Waqas. 
He hails from Karampur 
Village in Pakistan’s Baha-
walnagar District and was 
caught in “suspicious cir-
cumstances.” 

“On 26th September 2022 
during the evening hours, 
the alert troops of the Border 
Security Force apprehended 
a 20-year-old Pakistani in-
truder, Mohammad Waqas, 
in suspicious circumstances 
from the Indo-Pak border in 
the Sri Ganganagar sector,” 
the BSF said. 

“During initial questioning, 
Waqas revealed that he is a 
follower of “Tehreek-e-Lab-
baik” and has entered India 
to propagate the ideology of 
the organisation. The intelli-
gence agencies are question-
ing Waqas to check the ac-
tual motive of his intrusion, 
and he is being handed over 
to the concerned police sta-
tion,” the BSF further said.

BSF apprehends 
Pakistani intruder 
from ‘Tehreek-
e-Labbaik’ at 
Rajasthan border
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

child pornography case

Senior officials of Twitter 
India and the Delhi Police 
appeared before the Delhi 
Commission for Women 
(DCW) on Tuesday over al-
leged videos of child pornog-
raphy and rape being shared 
on the social media platform. 
According to official sourc-
es, the replies received from 
both Twitter and the Delhi 
Police were incomplete and 
unsatisfactory, hence they 
have been given time till 30 
September to file a proper 
response.

Earlier, the Delhi Com-
mission for Women (DCW) 
summoned Twitter India and 
Delhi Police officials over al-
leged videos of child pornog-
raphy and rape being shared 
on the social media platform.

DCW took suo moto notice 
of several alleged tweets con-

taining child pornography 
on the social media platform 
Twitter.

“Videos of child pornog-
raphy were shared on Twit-
ter and were sold for Rs 20. 
Twitter has yet to delete them 
and report it further. We have 
summoned the head of Twit-
ter India and have sought a 
report. We have also sum-
moned Delhi Police and 
sought immediate action,” 
DCW chief Swati Maliwal 
told ANI.

DCW said these tweets 
were openly depicting vid-
eos and photographs of 
sexual acts involving chil-
dren. In its letter to Twitter 
India and Delhi Police, the 
Commission said, “Almost 
all the tweets are portraying 
children completely naked, 
and many of them also depict 
brutal rape and other non-
consensual sexual activities 
with children and women. 

Shockingly, some of these 
videos even depict rape with 
children and women while 
they are asleep!”

“Some of the Twitter ac-
counts engaging in these 
criminal acts appear to be 
running a racket wherein 
they seek money for pro-
viding pornographic and 
rape videos of children and 
women from other users of 
the social media platform,” 
said DCW.

The Commission claimed 
there appeared to be hun-
dreds of such objectionable 
videos on the social media 
platform, which were openly 
displaying child pornogra-
phy and rape videos of wom-
en and children. According 
to DCW, it is deeply upsetting 
that such illegal acts involv-
ing sexual abuse of children 
and young women are openly 
publicised on the social me-
dia platform Twitter.

delhi women’s commission 
asks twitter, police to file 
response by 30 september 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

plea denied

A special NIA court in Mumbai has re-
jected Telugu poet and Elgar Parishad 
accused Varavara Rao’s plea to go to 
Hyderabad for three months to undergo 
cataract surgery.

The court rejected the request, stating it 
has to frame charges against the accused 
within the next three months. A special 
NIA judge, Rajesh Katariya, said the court 
“is required to frame charges against the 
accused and decide on the pending dis-
charge application simultaneously within 
three months from the order dated Au-
gust 18, 2022. If Rao is permitted to go and 
stay in Hyderabad for three months, the 
framing of charges would get prolonged. 
In such a situation, allowing the applica-
tion would not be appropriate.”

Rao had also approached the Supreme 
Court to modify the order granting bail 
and sought permission to go to Hyderabad 
for cataract surgery. According to the bail 
conditions, Rao has to stay in Mumbai till 
the end of the Elgar Parishad trial, which 
is yet to begin.

On August 10, the Supreme Court grant-
ed bail to Rao on medical grounds. The 
following week, it granted Rao permission 
to approach the Special NIA Court to un-
dergo his cataract surgery in Hyderabad.

Advocate Niraj Yadav, who appeared 

on behalf of Rao, stated that the Supreme 
Court had granted liberty to Rao to file a 
modification application before the trial 
court.

Yadav submitted that Rao has been stay-
ing in Mumbai since March 2021. He fur-
ther submitted that the living expenses in 
Mumbai are very high. Rao had spent Rs 
68,000 per month on living expenses in 
2021, which has gone up to Rs 70,000 to 
Rs 80,000 per month.

Yadav also claimed that Rao (82) in-
curred approximately Rs 10 lakh in ex-
penses while in Mumbai.He stated that 
Rao only gets Rs 50, 000 per month as a 
pension from the Telangana government. 
Rao has to borrow money from others be-
cause of the overheads incurred by staying 
in Mumbai.

Rao’s plea stated that he is unable to bear 
the medical expenses for cataract surgery 
in Mumbai and that it would be done free 
of cost for him in Telangana. Moreover, his 
children would be in a better state to look 
after him post-surgery on both his eyes, 
said Rao’s plea.

Special Public Prosecutor Prakash 
Shetty, appearing for the NIA, opposed 
the plea, stating that the treatment sought 
by Rao was available in Mumbai and that 
through the current application, Rao was 
only seeking to nullify the conditions im-
posed by the apex court while granting 
him medical bail.

mumbai nia court rejects VaraVara 
rao’s application to go to 
hyderabad for cataract surgery
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

india-us ties

Highlighting the 
importance of the 
India-US relation-

ship, US Defence Secretary 
Lloyd Austin said on Tues-
day that both countries are 
positioning their militaries 
to operate and coordinate 
more closely than ever.

Austin met Minister of Ex-
ternal Affairs S. Jaishankar 
in the Pentagon on Septem-
ber 26. “Ties between India 
and the United States, the 
world’s two largest democ-
racies, including military 
ties, are growing stronger,” 
he said in the statement is-
sued by the US Department 

of Defence.
“These conversations re-

inforce a growing depth, 
breadth, and ambition of 
our partnership,” Austin 
said. “And that partnership 
is moving from strength to 
strength.”

According to the state-
ment, military cooperation 
between the two nations is 
at an all-time high.

“Indian and US service 
members regularly exer-
cise together, and the two 
governments regularly 
share information and in-
telligence, especially in 
the wake of the geospatial 
agreement signed between 
the two governments in 
2020. India participates 

in the American interna-
tional military education 
and training program,” the 
statement read further.

“Today, we are positioning 
the US and Indian militaries 
to operate and coordinate 
more closely together than 
ever,” Austin said.

He further said in the 
statement that “We’re tak-
ing significant steps to 
deepen our defence co-
operation, from stronger 
information sharing and 
defence industrial ties to 
cooperation in emerging 
defense domains, including 
through the launch of a new 
dialogue later this year.”

The Indian military is be-
coming more interoperable 

with its US partners. India 
has purchased Apache he-
licopters, Seahawk heli-
copters and has expressed 
interest in other US defence 
capabilities.

“All this will help ensure 
that our militaries are ready 
for future challenges,” the 
secretary said.

The two nations work in 
a bilateral fashion, but also 
with other nations. “The 
United States and India, 
along with a dozen other 
Indo-Pacific partners, are 
pushing to expand our re-
gion’s prosperity through 
the Indo-Pacific Economic 
Dialogue,” Austin said.

“And through our deepen-
ing cooperation with Japan 

and Australia, we are de-
livering on the issues that 
matter most to the region: 
infrastructure development 
and maritime security.”

During the opening re-
marks in Washington, the 
Pentagon Chief also recalled 
his recent call with Defense 
Minister Rajnath Singh and 
said that the defence part-
nership between India and 
the US is going strong and 
is going from strength to 
strength.

In the conversation, Ra-
jnath Singh, as he pitched 
for stronger ties, also con-
veyed India’s concerns 
related to the American 
sustenance package for 
Pakistan’s F-16 fleet.

Positioning Indian-US 
militaries to operate more 
closely together: Pentagon chief
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

top of the day

sc reserVes 
order on 
constitutional 
Validity of ews 
quota
NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Tuesday 
reserved its order in the 
matter related to the 
constitutional validity of 
reservations for the Eco-
nomically Weaker Section 
(EWS) in higher education 
and public employment on 
the basis of financial con-
ditions. The Constitution 
Bench, comprising Chief 
Justice UU Lalit, Justice 
Dinesh Maheshwari, 
Justice S Ravindra Bhat, 
Justice Bela M Trivedi, 
and Justice JB Pardiwala, 
reserved the order after 
all parties concluded their 
arguments. 

amit shah lays 
foundation 
stone of 750-
bed hospital in 
gujarat 
NEW DELHI: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah laid 
the foundation stone of a 
modern 750-bed hospital 
in Gujarat’s Gandhinagar 
on Tuesday.The hospital 
is under construction 
by Kutch Radiology and 
Imaging Centre (KRIC). 
Shah also laid the founda-
tion stone of the hospital 
around 10.30 a.m. on 
Tuesday at KRIC College 
Campus in Gandhinagar’s 
Kalol city. The hospital is 
known to have many mod-
ern facilities, including 
an OPD, indoor facilities, 
X-ray, radiology, labora-
tory, operation theatre, 
obstetrics, ICU, and 
ultrasound.

sc collegium 
recommends 
eleVation of 
justice dipankar 
datta 
NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court Collegium 
has recommended the 
elevation of Justice Dipan-
kar Datta, Chief Justice 
of Bombay High Court, as 
a judge of the apex court. 
The Supreme Court Col-
legium, in its meeting held 
on September 26, 2022, 
has recommended the 
elevation of Justice Datta. 
Justice Datta’s parent high 
court (PHC) was Calcutta 
HC. The parent high court 
of a judge is the high court 
where the concerned 
judge was first elevated 
to the bench. Currently, 
the Supreme Court has 
the strength of 29 serving 
judges. 

doctor, 
girlfriend 
arrested for 
sharing nude 
pics of hostel 
mates
MADURAI: A doctor and 
his girlfriend were arrest-
ed by Madurai Police for 
allegedly taking and shar-
ing intimate photos and 
videos of his girlfriend’s 
hostel mates in Madurai, 
police said. According to 
the police, Ashiq, a doctor 
from Ramanathapuram, 
Kamudi, and his girlfriend 
Janani, a BED student in 
Madurai, were arrested 
under the IPC and the 
IT Act. According to the 
police, the woman started 
to take pictures and 
videos of her hostel mates 
while they were changing 
clothes and bathing and 
sent them to Ashiq over 
WhatsApp. 

'notorious criminal'

Riyaz Bhati, an absconder in-
volved in more than a dozen 
cases, was finally arrested by 
the Anti-Extortion Cell of the 
Crime Branch of Mumbai Po-
lice. Salim Qureshi, also known 
as Salim Fruitwala, was arrested 
in Andheri for extorting a trader 
for several weeks.

A case of extortion and threat-
ening to kill has been filed 
against Bhati.

According to the information 
received from the police by The 
Daily Guardian, a businessman 
lodged a case against Riyaz and 
Chhota Shakeel’s relative Salim 
in the Versova police station 
for threatening to kill them and 
extorting lakhs of rupees, after 
which the police laid a trap and 
arrested Bhati and Salim.

Riyaz is a notorious criminal 
who has identified himself as a 
synonym for Dawood in Mum-
bai. The offences of extortion, 
extortion, extortion, forgery, and 
firing are charged against Bhati.

Not only this, Bhati is also ac-
cused of running away from the 
country by getting a fake pass-
port made twice. Riyaz Bhati 

also came into the limelight last 
year in the Parambir Singh case, 
a co-accused with Sachin Vaje 
and Singh in a case accusing 
them of extortion from a hotel 
owner. Riyaz’s wife has also filed 
a case against Riyaz at Santka-
ruj Police Station. Riyaz is also 
accused of taking possession of 
the Golden Tobacco Company’s 
flat in Jahu.

According to the information 
received by the Guardian, the 
Mumbai Police and the Govern-
ment of Maharashtra have made 
up their mind to get it done un-
der MCOCA.

Riyaz Kee, who has been ab-
sconding for more than a year, 
is being seen as the last nail in 
Dawood’s coffin.

Underworld don 
Dawood’s henchman 
Riyaz Bhati arrested 
MaNish aWasThi 
MUMBAI 

Riyaz Bhati

bilateral talks

During his bilateral 
talks with US Secre-
tary of Defence Lloyd 
Austin in the Pentagon 
on Monday, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar said that 
the stability, security, 
and prosperity of the 
Indo-Pacific should be 
secured as the global 
situation has become 
very challenging.

“So for me, our meet-
ing today, and my pres-
ence here today, I do 
share with you that 
the global situation has become a far more challenging for 
a variety of reasons. Indo-Pacific in particular, it’s important 
that the stability, security and prosperity of the Indo-Pacific 
should be secured which is best done amongst others,” Jais-
hankar said during the opening remarks at Pentagon.

He also emphasised creating stronger defence industrial 
collaboration and military exercises between India and the 
US during the talks.

Both the leaders expressed their commitment to deepening 
bilateral defence cooperation and expanding information-
sharing and logistics cooperation to drive deeper operation-
al coordination between the US and Indian militaries, said 
Pentagon Press Secretary Air Force Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder in 
a readout.

Austin and Jaishankar also discussed new opportunities for 
bilateral defence industrial cooperation in support of India’s 
contributions as a regional security provider.

The two sides are also looking forward to the launch of a 
new defence dialogue later this year as the United States and 
India work more closely across space, cyber, artificial intel-
ligence, and other domains, the statement read.

Furthermore, Lloyd Austin and S Jaishankar underscored 
the value of the deepening collaboration between the United 
States, India, Australia, Japan, and European partners, and 
both leaders reaffirmed their commitment to working togeth-
er as steadfast partners to advance the United States and In-
dia’s shared vision for a free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific.

During his opening remarks in Washington, US Defence 
Secretary Lloyd Austin sharply criticised China for “unprec-
edented provocations in the Taiwan Strait” during bilateral 
talks with External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar at the 
Pentagon and said that India and the US, the two great de-
mocracies, are working together toward a brighter future 
for the Indo-Pacific as the world faces sustained challenges 
to peace, security, and prosperity in the region and beyond.

stability of 
indo-pacific 
should be secured: 
jaishankar
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON
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The Delhi High Court 
on Tuesday passed 
an interim injunction 

that asked the Aam Aadmi 
Party and its leaders to take 
down “defamatory” content 
against Lieutenant Gov-
ernor VK Saxena and said 
these have been made in a 
reckless manner, without 
any factual verification.

The court asked AAP and 

its leaders to refrain from 
posting any defamatory or 
factually incorrect tweets, 
re-tweets, hashtags, or vid-
eos of press conferences 
against Lieutenant Gov-
ernor V.K. Saxena and his 
family. The court viewed 
various statements, inter-
views, press conferences, 
tweets, re-tweets, and 
hashtags made by the AAP 
leaders.

The AAP leaders had ac-
cused Saxena of corrupt 

practices during demoneti-
sation, following which the 
Delhi LG had approached 
the court seeking an in-
junction that restrained 
the AAP leaders, including 
Durgesh Pathak, Saurabh 
Bhardwaj, Atishi Marlena, 
Sanjay Singh, and Jasmine 
Shah, from further levelling 
allegations against him.

“On a prima facie view, 
the various statements, 
interviews, press confer-
ences, tweets, re-tweets, 

and hashtags made by the 
defendants are per se de-
famatory. 

The same have been made 
in a reckless manner, with-
out any factual verification, 
in order to tarnish the repu-
tation of the plaintiff,” the 
court observed.

The court said it cannot be 
denied that the reputation 
of a person is earned over 
years and that it cannot be 
tarnished by any other in-
dividual in a casual manner.

in the capital

HC restrains AAP leaders 
from making defamatory 
allegations against L-G Saxena
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Rouse Avenue court in the 
national capital has granted 
bail to three accused arrested 
for allegedly impersonating ac-
tual candidates to help them in 
the NEET entrance test for un-
dergraduate medical courses.

Additional Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate (ACMM) 
Deepak Kumar, while grant-
ing bail to three accused in the 
case on Monday, also slammed 
the CBI’s Investigation Officer 

and said, “It appears that the 
investigation in the present 
case is being conducted at the 
whims and fancies of the IO 
(Investigating Officer) without 
any supervision by his supe-
rior officers.” The court said, 
“Till date, literally no investi-
gation has been conducted on 
the actual candidates who had 
been impersonated by the co-
accused persons in the present 
case FIR by appearing in the 
NEET-UG Exam, 2022, on July 
17. Only investigation has been 
conducted on Arshad Malik 

and Smriti Rai, who were the 
actual candidates, and on Ar-
vind Kumar Rai, i.e., the father 
of Smriti Rai, who was sup-
posed to appear in the NEET-
UG Exam, 2022.”

The court further pointed 
out that “no investigation has 
been conducted qua the hawa-
la operators as disclosed in the 
statement of accused Pappu 
Singh, and no effort has been 
made by the IO to locate, trace, 
or seize the computer system 
from which he allegedly used 
to take the printouts of the 

morphed pictures sent to him 
by co-accused Sushil Ranjan.”

The ACMM, while grant-
ing bail to three accused, 
noted that, “Considering the 
aforesaid facts and circum-
stances, including a period 
of judicial custody of the ac-
cused and grant of regular 
bail to co-accused persons, 
lapses as pointed out above, 
and also considering that the 
investigation is complete qua 
them as nothing is required to 
be recovered from them or at 
their instance.” 

alleged

delhi court grants bail to 3 accused for 
impersonating neet-ug candidates
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The Supreme Court has 
directed the Agra Develop-
ment Authority to imme-
diately stop all commercial 
activities within a 500-metre 
radius of the peripheral wall 
of the iconic Taj Mahal.

A bench of Justices Sanjay 
Kishan Kaul and AS Oka 
told the Agra Development 
Authority to ensure com-
pliance with its order in 
relation to the 17th-century 
white marble mausoleum. 
The order of the apex court 
came while hearing an ap-
plication seeking direction 
to the authorities to prohibit 
commercial activities within 

the 500-metre radius of the 
historic mausoleum.

In its order, the top court 
said, “We allow the prayer 
that reads-- Direct the Agra 
Development Authority to 
remove all business activities 
within 500 metres from the 
boundary/peripheral wall 
of the monument Taj Mahal, 
which shall be in tune with 
Article 14 of the Constitution 
of India.”

The 500-metre radius 
around the monument is a 
no-construction zone, aside 
from strict regulations on 
vehicular movement. There 
is also a ban on the burning 
of wood near the monument 
and municipal solid waste 

and agriculture waste in the 
entire area.

The bench took on board 
the submissions of senior 
advocate ADN Rao, who is 
assisting the court as amic-
us curiae, that it would be in 
the interest of the protected 
monument to issue direc-
tions barring all commercial 
activities near the Taj Mahal.

The application was filed 
by a group of shop owners 
who had been allotted an 
area outside the 500-metre 
radius to run their business-
es. They told the court that 
illegal business activities are 
being carried out near the 
Taj Mahal, which is in gross 
violation of the previous or-

ders of the top court.
The top court is seized of 

the matter filed in 1984 re-
lated to the protection and 
preservation of the Taj Ma-
hal, built by Mughal Emper-
or Shah Jahan in memory of 
his wife Mumtaz Mahal in 
1631, and its surroundings.

Environmentalist MC 
Mehta had filed the plea 
pertaining to the protection 
of the Taj Mahal, the fragile 
ecosystem surrounding it, 
and construction in the Taj 
Trapezium Zone (TTZ), an 
“eco-sensitive area” having 
four world heritage sites, in-
cluding the Taj Mahal. The 
mausoleum is also a UNES-
CO World Heritage Site.

preserving heritage

no commercial activities within 500 
metres of taj mahal: supreme court
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The Supreme Court’s Constitution Bench will hear on 9 
November the plea of the Arvind Kejriwal-led Delhi govern-
ment on the contentious issue of who should control admin-
istrative services in the city over the transfers and postings 
of officers in the national capital.

A five-judge Constitution bench of Justices DY Chand-
rachud, MR Shah, Krishna Murari, Hima Kohli, and PS 
Narasimha asked the parties to complete the compilation 
of papers in the case meanwhile, and it will start day-to-
day hearings from November 9. “List it on 9 November, at 
10:30 a.m. The hearing shall proceed from day to day,” said 
the bench in its order. Earlier, the apex court bench said that 
this will be a complete green bench and there will be no pa-
pers in this matter.

“Don’t circulate any paper compilations. 
We want this bench to be a green bench,” Justice Chandra-

chud had said.
The top court had said that to make counsels acquainted 

with technology in the legal proceedings, training would be 
conducted over the weekend. 

delhi vs centre

sc constitution bench to 
hear plea on day-to-day basis 
over control of services
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Union Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Singh 
Thakur on Tuesday announced that the Dadasaheb Phalke 
Award for the year 2020 would be accorded to legendary 
actress Asha Parekh.

A jury comprising of veteran singer Asha Bhosle, award-
winning singer Udit Narayan, veteran actress Poonam Dhil-
lon, actor-turned-MP Hema Malini, and Kannada director-
producer TS Nagabharana came to this decision. Thakur, 
while making this announcement in Hamirpur, said “it is a 
matter of pride for the Ministry of Information and Broad-
casting to announce this prestigious award for the veteran 
actress.”

Asha Parekh is a renowned film actress, director, producer, 
and accomplished Indian classical dancer. Starting her career 
as a child actor, she made her debut as a lead heroine in Dil 
Deke Dekho and has gone on to act in over 95 movies. She 
has acted in celebrated films like Kati Patang, Teesri Manzil, 
Love in Tokyo, Aya Saawan Jhoom Ke, Aan Milo Sajna, and 
Mera Gaon Mera Desh.

legend

asha parekh to be 
conferred with 
dadasaheb phalke award
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TOP OF THE DAY

NADDA TO VISIT 
ODISHA TO 
FORMULATE 
ELECTION 
STRATEGY
NEW DELHI: Bharatiya 
Janata Party national 
president JP Nadda will 
embark on a two-day 
visit to Odisha start-
ing 29 September to 
strengthen the outfit 
in view of the 2024 Lok 
Sabha polls. This will 
be Nadda’s first visit to 
the state after taking 
over the party’s topmost 
post in 2019. Before 
his visit to the state, 
BJP in-charge Sunil 
Bansal took stock of the 
preparedness in Bhu-
baneswar. He had held 
meetings with the party 
workers and assigned 
tasks. He had also taken 
part in the training camp 
on 13 and 15 Septem-
ber. According to the 
sources, Nadda will 
address nearly 30,000 
workers during his visit 
to the state. The party 
believes that an address 
by the national president 
would fill them with new 
energy for the upcoming 
polls.

COBBLER SET 
ABLAZE OVER 
MONETARY 
DISPUTE DIES
MUMBAI: NEW DELHI: 
A cobbler who was set 
ablaze over a monetary 
dispute in August suc-
cumbed to his injuries 
on Tuesday, the police 
said. The incident took 
place on 22 August, 
when the 48-year-old 
cobbler, Jograj, was 
sleeping near the New 
Delhi Railway Station. 
The accused came and 
poured kerosene over 
Jograh and set him on 
fire. As per the police, 
the accused has been 
identified as Rajiv, who 
was arrested the same 
day. He used to sleep 
near the railway station 
at night with other cob-
blers. Jograj had bor-
rowed Rs 1 lakh from the 
accused for the daugh-
ter’s marriage and was 
unable to pay him back. 
A case was registered 
under the relevant sec-
tions including that of 
murder, the police said.

SANGRUR WOMAN 
GIVES LEASE OF 
LIFE TO THREE 
PEOPLE 
CHANDIGARH: Jaspal 
Kaur, 50, a resident 
of Village Kheri, distt. 
Sangrur, while going on 
a two wheeler was hit 
by another four wheeler, 
leaving her with severe 
head injury. She was 
immediately admitted 
to a nearby Civil Hos-
pital, Sangrur on 18th 
September. From there, 
she was first referred 
to Rajendra Hospital 
Patiala and then shifted 
to PGIMER. Jaspal Kaur 
could not be revived 
despite best of the ef-
forts and became brain 
dead on 21st September. 
Following the family’s 
consent, Jaspal Kaur’s 
kidneys were retrieved 
and transplanted to two 
terminally ill patients 
suffering from renal ail-
ment and the retrieved 
liver was transplanted to 
a matching recipient. 

In an effort to increase securi-
ty cover in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Indore, the Municipal Corpo-
ration in its first Mayor-in-
Council has passed a resolu-
tion to install CCTV cameras 
across the city. These cameras 
will be installed by people of 
affluent colonies at their own 
expense, and action will be 
taken against those who do 
not comply with the order.

Apart from this, the mu-
nicipal corporation will get 
cameras installed in the areas 
where the residents are not 
financially sound.

In addition, a proposal to in-
stall a statue of Lata Mangesh-
kar in Indore was also passed 
by the Mayor-in-Council. 
This statue will be installed 

in the Gandhi Hall courtyard 
near Lata Mangeshkar’s old 
house.

Mayor Pushyamitra Bhar-
gava said, “In order to do 
surveillance through CCTV 
cameras in the city, the Mu-
nicipal Corporation, using its 
power, passed a resolution, 
under which it has been de-
cided to have CCTV cameras 
in the city.”

“CCTV cameras will be in-
stalled where 100 or more 
people gather. Its data will be 
stored for 30 days, which will 
be monitored from the office 
of Smart City. The use of this 
camera footage will be useful 
from the point of view of the 
law. We have made by-laws 
for this, “ he added.

He further stated, “In the 
residential colonies, where 
people are not able to install 

CCTV at their own cost, the 
Municipal Corporation will 
get the cameras installed. On 
the other hand, if it is a large 
colony, residential associa-
tion, or commercial area, then 
it will be the responsibility of 
the residents to get the cam-
eras installed.”

A resolution has also been 
passed to install a statue of 
Lata Mangeshkar, who grew 
up in Indore. The statue will 
be installed in the garden of 
Gandhi Hall courtyard, which 
is adjacent to Lata Mangesh-
kar’s old house in Sikh Mo-
halla.

The name of the residen-
cy area of Indore is being 
changed. It will be named 
after the 1857 Krantiveer Ma-
harana Bakhtawar Singh. The 
area will now be called Maha-
rana Bakhtawar Singh.

VIGILANCE 

Indore passes resolution to 
install CCTV cameras 
TDG NETWORK
INDORE

The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday will hear pleas 
challenging the centre’s deci-
sion to demonetise currency 
notes of Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 
in 2016.

A five-judge bench headed 
by Justice Abdul Nazeer will 
hear the matter tomorrow. 
Other judges on the bench 
include Justices BR Gavai, 
AS Bopanna, V Ramasubra-
manian, and BV Nagarathna. 
The matter is listed for direc-
tions on 28 September 2022.

Various petitions were filed 
arising from the decision of 
the Government of India to 
demonetise the old notes of 

Rs 500 and Rs 1000.
One of the petitions was 

filed by Vivek Narayan Shar-
ma. The petition challenged 
the notification dated 8 No-
vember 2016.

The court will decide 
whether the November 8, 
2016 notification violates 
Section 26(2) and Sections 
7,17,23,24,29, and 42 of the 
Reserve Bank of India Act, 
1934, and whether the notifi-
cation violates the provisions 
of Article 300(A) of the Con-
stitution. 

Besides this, the court 
will also deal with issues of 
whether the notification has 
been validly issued under the 
Reserve Bank of India Act, 
1934 and whether it is ultra 

vires Articles 14 and 19 of the 
Constitution; and whether 
the limit on withdrawal of 
cash from the funds depos-
ited in bank accounts has no 
basis in law and violates Ar-
ticles 14, 19, and 21.

The court will also con-
sider whether the imple-
mentation of the impugned 
notification(s) suffers from 
procedural and substantive 
unreasonableness and there-
by violates Articles 14 and 19.

The top court will also deal 
with the scope of judicial re-
view in matters relating to the 
fiscal and economic policy of 
the Government and whether 
a petition by a political party 
on the issues raised is main-
tainable under Article 32. 

CONTROVERSY 

SC to hear pleas against 
Centre’s decision to demonetise 
Rs 500 and Rs 1000 notes 
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The special session of the 
Punjab Assembly on Tues-
day witnessed a total ruck-
us in the Punjab Assembly 
when Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann announced he 
was bringing a confidence 
motion. 

After members of Con-
gress and the Bharatiya 
Janata Party opposed the 
move, the proceedings of 
the house were adjourned 
for 10 minutes. When the 
ruckus continued even af-
ter the break, the speaker 
ordered Marshall to evict 
the Congress members 
from the House, but the 
latter refused to come out 
of the house and sat in their 
respective seats.

After this, the proceed-
ings of the house were ad-
journed for 10 minutes. 
The speaker ordered the 
staff to clean the house in 
10 minutes. But the Con-
gress members refused to 
come out of the house and 
sat in their respective seats.

BJP MLAs Ashwani 

Sharma and Jangilal Ma-
hajan staged a walkout 
from the house in protest 
against the confidence mo-
tion brought by Bhagwant 
Mann. At the same time, 
Leader of Opposition and 
Congress MLA Partap S. 
Bajwa said that bringing 
a confidence motion is a 
challenge to the powers of 
the Governor. He said that 
there was no legal provi-
sion to do this. The Akali 
Dal members also strongly 
opposed the confidence 
motion brought by the rul-
ing party.

Reacting to the inci-
dent, Bhagwant Mann 
said that the members of 
Congress have joined the 
BJP and called Congress’ 
the B team’ of the BJP. He 
alleged that Congress is 
also involved in BJP’s Op-
eration Lotus. He said that 
Congress is supplying its 
MLAs to BJP. The damage 
has been done.

Earlier, in the meeting of 
the Advisory Committee, it 
was decided to extend the 
proceedings of the Assem-
bly till Monday. 

 AAP VS BJP 

Congress MLAs 
create ruckus in 
Punjab assembly over 
confidence motion 
TARUNI GANDHI  
CHANDIGARH

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) on Tuesday di-
rected the Chief Secretary 
of Haryana to deposit a sum 
of Rs 100 crore towards en-
vironmental compensation 
for continuing damage to 
the environment. 
The bench headed by Justice 
Adarsh Kumar Goel also 
constituted a nine-member 
committee, to be headed by 
the Chairman of the Hary-
ana State Pollution Control 
Board (HSPCB).

The Committee may ap-
praise the performance of 
the contractor engaged as 
per the Concession Agree-
ment and if it is found that 
the contractor has failed 
to perform as expected, 
the Committee may make 
suitable alternative ar-
rangements to replace the 
contractor, as previously 
observed by the Tribunal.

The Tribunal noted that 
the matters related to the 
same issue, i.e., the failure 
to maintain environmen-
tal norms for handling and 
disposing of legacy munici-
pal solid waste dump sites 
to the prejudice of the envi-
ronment and public health 

and also adjoining forest 
areas.

The dump site in question 
is Gurugram’s Bandhwari 
landfill, where approxi-
mately 33 million metric 
tonnes of solid waste has 
been dumped over the 
years.

The Tribunal was hearing 
a matter stating that a waste 
management project has 
been developed and a con-
tract was assigned to a Chi-
nese company—Eco-green 
Energy Private Limited in 
the year 2017.

However, the steps taken 
are inadequate. 

The waste is being burnt, 
causing huge air pollution, 
which has the potential to 
affect not only the inhabit-
ants but also the Asola Bhati 
Wildlife Sanctuary, which 
has 193 species of birds, a 
large number of medicinal 
plants, more than 80 spe-
cies of butterflies, black 
buck, golder jackal, and 
leopards. 

The NGT further said that 
the Bandhwari site may be 
utilised for setting up waste 
processing facilities to han-
dle the waste generation of 
the local bodies in question. 
Alternative arrangements 
should be explored.

ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE

RS 100 CRORE COMPENSATION 
IMPOSED ON HARYANA FOR 
GREEN DAMAGES

Indian civilisation has 
always been knowledge-
based and knowledge-driv-
en, Union Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan 
said on Tuesday, even as he 
identified educating and 
skilling the vast popula-
tion in the 15 to 25 years age 
group as a major challenge 
faced by the country.

Pradhan, who also holds 
the skill development 
portfolio, addressed the 
inaugural session of the 
International Conclave on 
“Digital Transformation 
and Internationalisation of 
Higher Education” which 
Deakin University organ-
ised in association with 

TCS in Delhi on Tuesday.
Pradhan said that knowl-

edge is a critical pillar of 
any civilisation. 

“Indian civilisation has 
always been knowledge-
based and knowledge-driv-
en. Taking this forward, 
India is implementing NEP 
2020. The challenge today 
is educating and skilling 
the vast population in the 
15 to 25 years of age group,” 
he said.

He said that there is a new 
‘Digital Lifestyle’ taking 
shape in India and high-
lighted, “From indigenous 
5G by the end of 2023 to 
world leadership in digi-
tal payments, upcoming 
digital university and net-
working all villages with 
high-speed internet, India’s 

digitisation is creating new 
opportunities.”

The Union Education 
Minister also called for new 
knowledge networks with 
international institutions 
setting up campuses in In-
dia and for Indian institu-
tions to go global.

He added that India has 
always enriched society 
with wisdom with the ever-
evolving world, the Indian 
knowledge networks will 
be for the benefit of human-
ity.

Pradhan said that In-
dia and Australia share a 
long relationship based on 
shared values.

“Our partnership in the 
education and skill sectors 
is going from strength to 
strength, said Pradhan. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT 

Skilling population between 15 to 25 
is a major challenge: Minister 

The Delhi Police have ar-
rested a man for allegedly 
raping a girl in Mehrauli 
in the national capital. The 
police said that the victim 
had stated that she was in 
contact with the accused 
for over a month and that 
the incident occurred while 
he came to her flat under the 
influence of alcohol.

“A PCR call regarding rape 
was received at PS Mehrauli 
on 25 September. Police 

reached the spot and took 
the victim and alleged ac-
cused to the police station, 
where the victim stated that 
she had been in contact with 
the accused for the past one 
and a half months,” said 
Delhi Police.

It further added, “The ac-
cused came to her flat under 
the influence of alcohol and 
raped her. After that, she 
locked him in a room and 
called the police.”

The man has been identi-
fied as Harjeet Yadav, who 
hails from Khanpur in Del-

hi and is reportedly a mem-
ber of a political party.

The police have regis-
tered a case against the ac-
cused under sections 376 
(Punishment for rape), 323 
(Punishment for volun-
tarily causing hurt), 509 
(Word, gesture or act in-
tended to insult the mod-
esty of a woman), and 377 
(Unnatural offences) of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC) 
and sent the accused to judi-
cial custody after arresting 
him, informed DCP (South) 
Chandan Chowdhary.

CRIME AGAINST WOMEN

MAN HELD FOR RAPING WOMAN IN 
SOUTH DELHI’S MEHRAULI
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

WITCHCRAFT 

In an inhumane incident 
in Jharkhand’s Dumka, 
four members of a fam-

ily, including three women, 
were forced to consume hu-
man excreta over alleged 
suspicion of the family prac-
tising witchcraft.

According to the police, 
the family was also tortured 
with a hot iron rod in Aswari 
village, which comes under 
the area of Sariyahat Police 
Station in Dumka.

 “Four members of a fam-
ily, including three women, 
were forced to consume hu-
man excreta after they were 
tortured with a hot iron 
rod in Aswari village in the 
Sariyahat PS area of Dumka 
district over allegations that 
they practised witchcraft,” 
said Naval Kishor Singh, 
Inspector, Saraiyahat PS.

Adding further that the 
women were brutally 
thrashed, the inspector said 
that all four persons have 
been shifted to Saraiyahat 
Community Health Centre.

“The four people were 
admitted to Saraiyahat 
Community Health Centre. 
Later, they were shifted to 
Deoghar for further treat-
ment. Three women were 
brutally thrashed, after 

which all four of them 
were caught and excreta 
and urine were forcibly put 
into their mouths,” said NK 
Singh.

The police have arrested 
six persons accused of the 
inhumane act after a victim 
lodged a First Information 
Report against them. All 
the accused persons are be-
ing interrogated, Singh said.

According to Singh, the in-

formation about the alleged 
assault on the family was 
received on the same day of 
the incident, that is, Satur-
day (24 September) and the 
concerned police station was 
informed about it on Sunday.

During the interrogation, 
the police disclosed that the 
accused persons blamed the 
victims as they alleged that 
their child was ill because 
of them.

The police said that the 
situation in the village is 
normal, but they are still 
patrolling here.

Prima facie, they found the 
complainant’s allegations of 
being forced to consume ex-
creta and assaulted with the 
hot iron rod by the accused 
as true.

The police initiated the 
probe after registering the 
complaint under the Witch 
Prohibition Act Act 3/4 
and assault.

SIX ARRESTED FOR FORCING 
FAMILY TO CONSUME HUMAN 
EXCRETA IN JHARKHAND
TDG NETWORK
DUMKA

Arrested four members of the family. 
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A Pakistani terrorist, asso-
ciated with the Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad, was neutralised 
by the Indian Army in a joint 
operation with security forces 
on Monday at Welsbatapura 
village in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Kulgam district. The 
killed terrorist was identified 
as Abu Hurrarah.

According to PRO (De-
fence), Srinagar, on receipt of 
specific information regard-
ing the presence of uniden-
tified terrorists in Kulgam, 
a joint cordon and search 
operation was launched in 
the area by the Indian Army 
along with J-K Police and 
CRPF at about 01:45 p.m. on 
26 September.

“Quick cordon around the 

suspected cluster of houses 
in the village was established 
by the security forces. On 
suspecting the presence of 
one to two terrorists in one 
of the houses, the security 
forces started evacuating the 
civilians in the vicinity to a 
safe location. As has been ob-
served in earlier operations 
as well, the terrorists opened 
indiscriminate fire target-
ing civilians in the hope of 
exploiting an opportunity to 
escape. Sensing the danger to 
civilian lives and disregard-
ing personal safety, the troops 
speeded up the evacuation 
process, simultaneously pin-
ning down the terrorist with 
accurate fire,” said the PRO.

The official said that one 
officer sustained a gunshot 
injury while attempting to 
rescue civilians from the fire. 

COUNTERING TERROR 

Pakistani terrorist linked 
with JeM killed in Kulgam
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The Odisha government on 
Monday urged the Centre 
to enhance flight connec-
tivity to Veer Surendra Sai 
(VSS) Airport in Jharsuguda 
and operationalisation of 
Rourkela Airport in view of 
the upcoming FIH Hockey 
Men’s World Cup 2023.

The Hockey Men’s World 
Cup 2023 will take place at 
the Kalinga Stadium in Bhu-
baneshwar and at the Bisra 
Munda Stadium in Rourkela 
from 13 to 29 January 2023.

In a letter to Secretary, 
Ministry of Civil Aviation, 
Rajiv Bansal, Odisha Chief 
Secretary Suresh Chandra 
Mahapatra said, “I would 

like to inform you that the 
upcoming FIH Hockey Men’s 
World Cup 2023 is sched-
uled to be held from 13th to 
29th January 2023 at Bhu-
baneswar and Rourkela. We 
are extremely thankful for 
the steps being taken at your 
end to make the Rourkela 
Airport operational at the 
earliest.”

Mohapatra said that access 
to Rourkela city will be made 
easier if air connectivity to 
Jharsuguda is enhanced.

“As an alternative to 
Rourkela Airport, the VSS 
Airport at Jharsuguda is the 
nearest domestic airport 
having connectivity with 
cities like Kolkata, Raipur, 
Delhi, Hyderabad, Mumbai, 
and Bhubaneswar. ,

 HOCKEY WORLD CUP

ODISHA URGES CENTRE TO 
ENHANCE FLIGHT CONNECTIVITY 
TO VSS, ROURKELA AIRPORTS    
TDG NETWORK 
BHUBANESWAR 
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Throughout the last fortnight, we have had trium-
phant Congress spokespersons beating their chests 
with pride and talking about how democratic the 
Congress is for it is the only political party that is 
holding elections to the post of the party chief. And 
then they would talk about how the BJP may have 
had several party presidents who came from differ-
ent families, but these were all nominated and not 
elected candidates. In this, the Congress was right 
to take the higher moral ground, for however flawed 
the process may be (there have been allegations that 
the PCC Delegates who will elect the next party chief 
have mostly been nominated, not elected and there-
fore will tend to follow the high command’s line), it 
still had the optics of a democratic process.

Then came the Rajasthan crisis and the very man 
elected to be trouble shooter has now become the 
party’s main problem. Suddenly the narrative has 
changed from the election process to a conversa-
tion around the Gandhi family’s inability to pick the 
right team. At a time when Rahul Gandhi is busy 
with his Bharat Jodo yatra, the BJP is having a fine 
time taking potshots at him for not being able to 
keep his party together. As Union Cabinet Minister 
and BJP leader Bhupinder Yadav tweeted with a 
picture of Rahul flanked by both Sachin and Ashok 
Gehlot, that first Rahul should focus on uniting 
these two! Having said this, there is an attempt to 
mend fences between the Gandhis and the Gehlot 
camp with some leaders pointing out that the Rajas-
than CM had never taken on the “family” or spoken 
against the Gandhis, but that that his “rebellion” 
was targeted against Sachin Pilot only. Whether the 
Gandhis buy this spin or not, it still makes them 
look bad, for the commentary now is that the leader-
ship had no clue what was brewing at the state level. 
The first thumb rule of public life is never go public 
with a vote if you don’t know which way it’s going 
to turn out. How could the Gandhis not know that 
the bulk of the state MLAs would support Gehlot 
and not Pilot? 

In the meantime, while the Congress was busy 
hogging all the headlines for all the wrong reasons 
(suddenly Rahul’s Bharat Jodo yatra has vanished 
from the media mentions), the BJP quietly gave a 
second term to its incumbent party president J.P. 
Nadda. There was no talk of election or nomination 
or competing candidates. A decision was taken and 
it was conveyed. End of debate. Since Nadda’s term 
does not finish till end this year, there was enough 
time to take a decision on his extension. It didn’t 
have to be announced in the middle of a Congress 
crisis. But it was, only to be buried amidst the Con-
gress drama. Perhaps the BJP wanted it this way.

At the end, though the BJP went in for a nomina-
tion and the Congress is still struggling to go ahead 
with its election, it is the former that has come out 
looking good. Unfortunately for it, the Congress is 
looking even worse off than before the presiden-
tial process started. Talk about shooting itself in 
the foot.

PRIYA SAHGAL

perspective
CONGRESS IN A MESS

Tale of Two 
PresidenTs

By listening to many 
western commenta-
tors, be it on the daily 

BBC to CNN news hour, 
Putin is losing the war in 
Ukraine. First, they spoke 
of his humiliating defeat as 
his armed forces could not 
take Kyiv. And according 
to many western analysts, 
Moscow thought it was go-
ing to be a cake walk to take 
all of Ukraine, producing a 
victory in days. How disap-
pointing for it that it now 
only holds around 15% of 
the country, goes this logic. 
Then more recently north 
of Donbas, Russia has 
swiftly given up thousands 
of square kilometers it had 
previously taken. I will ar-
gue that in fact, Putin has 
already won the war in the 
broader sense. Why?

First, let us look at sanc-
tions. This is the economic 

war dimension that can-
not be separated from the 
overall war. The West that 
controls most of the finan-
cial system and investment 
capital believed they had 
so much leverage that they 
would make the Russian 
economy scream. That their 
central banks and others 
by essentially confiscating 
a major part of the Russian 
central bank’s foreign ex-
change reserves would re-
duce the ruble to rubble.

But what do we see from 
the massive economic gang-
ing up on Russia by NATO 
members and their allies on 
the economic war front? In-
stead of a smashed ruble, it 
has been one of the best per-
forming currencies against 
the US dollar over this year. 
Rather, it is Europe with its 
euro and Great Britain with 
its pound that have signifi-
cantly gone down against 
the greenback—so this is 
victory number one for 
Moscow.

Furthermore, the value of 
Russian energy exports has 
gone up by 50% compared 
to the same second quarter 
last year. Why? Because the 
war in Ukraine in a signifi-
cant part has destabilized 
the energy market causing 
dramatic rises in the price of 

gas and oil. This is especial-
ly so in Europe. All because 
so many measures in the 
West have led to its cutting 
off Russian energy. With 
pressing away with so many 
over-the-top sanctions, it 
caused Putin to shut down a 
majority of Russia’s western 
gas exports under the guise 
of maintenance.

The net effect of this en-
ergy picture is that there are 
worrisome signs of greater 
impoverishment of many 
western consumers and 
voters. And there is major 
economic fallout onto many 
in the middle class on their 
energy and food bills. Also, 
there is a greater uncer-
tainty about the investment 
and future job picture, es-
pecially for Europe, leading 
to continued election losses 
of NATO governments. 
This is a double victory for 
Moscow, suffering much 
less than the West predicted 
with Putin retaining higher 
popularity with his people 
and major exports.

And what is happening on 
the diplomatic front, anoth-
er part of the war? Coun-
tries representing half of 
the world’s population have 
refused to condemn Russia 
over the war. In fact, trade 
between Russia and China 
has gone up significantly 
and so has it with India. In-
dia and China are calling for 
peace, not the condemna-
tion of the Kremlin. Rath-
er than isolating Russia, 
NATO and its allies seem to 
have few allies in the South 
that squarely blame Russia 
for the mess in Ukraine. But 
does the South more and 
more see the West as a bar-

rier to promoting a cease-
fire? The other fallout for 
the West is that the South 
sees how weakened the 
West is geopolitically by not 
getting anywhere near the 
results by hammering Rus-
sia so economically. And the 
South’s lack of full solidarity 
with the US position on the 
war and sanctions reinforc-
es Putin’s view along with 
the Chinese premier’s that 
a new multilateral world 
order is emerging that goes 
well beyond a convenient 
rules based one, dominated 
by the US’ and its allies’ 
preferences. Cannot this be 
called another Putin vic-
tory?

There is another win for 
Moscow. At least, it feels 
that after its security con-
cerns being so ignored by 
its neighbours that it has 
shown it is willing to go 
to war and not bend over. 
There was a lot of hurrah in 

Washington when Victoria 
Nuland (highly promoted 
by US President Biden) was 
proud to say several years 
ago how billions of US dol-
lars had essentially helped 
to bring about an anti-Rus-
sian government in Kyiv—a 
coup, as some describe it. 
Moscow has clearly put 
down a marker on this re-
garding Washington’s at-
tempts at excess meddling 
in its neighbours to both 
major security and econom-
ic disadvantage to Russia?

Yes, the Russian economy 
has not benefitted from 
sanctions. Yes, the battle-
field situation especially 
recently has not been fa-
vourable, leading Putin to a 
mobilization of many extra 
troops. And many Russian 
soldiers have lost their lives.

But as the New York Times, 
top best-selling author and 
leading psychologist, Jor-
dan Peterson, has stated 

on the famed talk show 
hosted by Piers Morgan 
on Sky News: Putin could 
have had his troops leave 
Ukraine and declare vic-
tory to his people. Why? 
Because he basically took 
on the combined economic 
and weapon might of US-
led NATO and really did 
not fall and is still standing. 
And he showed to the West 
that there is a major price 
to pay economically and 
otherwise for so thoroughly 
running roughshod over 
Moscow’s redline interests. 

Putin has won in many 
ways, whatever the out-
come of the war is on 
the ground. This gives 
him more reason to leave 
Ukraine, sooner than later 
and not to use the nuclear 
option to save face. Period.

Peter Dash is an educator in 
Southeast Asia and is a fre-
quent contributor.

Has Putin already won 
against the West?
Instead of being smashed, the ruble has been one of the best performing 
currencies against the US dollar over this year. Also, the value of Russian energy 
exports has gone up by 50% compared to the same second quarter last year.
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The NATO Headquarters, Brussels. Rather than isolating Russia, NATO and its allies seem to have 
few allies in the South that squarely blame Russia for the mess in Ukraine.
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India’s efforts will need to be bolstered by the availability of climate finance from developed countries.

CliMaTe CHanGe

Climate change is a concern, 
but it’s exacerbated by the 
fact that it affects individu-
als who made little to no 
exertion to generate it. The 
first year of the UN Climate 
Change Conference (COP26) 
in Glasgow will start in the 
days to follow. It will be in-
teresting to watch how 120 
international leaders, more 
than 40,000 registered at-
tendees, including 22,274 

party delegates, 14,124 ob-
servers, and 3.886 media 
representatives, progress 
their commitments to ad-
dress the many facets of 
climate change. There are 
challenges like global green-
house gas emission reduc-
tions, which are still far 
below the levels required to 
maintain a livable climate, 
and support for the most 
vulnerable nations afflicted 
by the consequences of cli-
mate change, which under-
scores the relevance of dif-
ferentiated responsibilities. 

Meanwhile, in terms of 
their obligations, nations 
like India are batting fantas-
tically. India, which has been 
subject to its whims, has only 
contributed about 4% of the 
total global emissions during 
the pre-industrial era. India 
is faced with a number of 

difficulties, including the 
wealthy nations’ reluctance 
to take the initiative in ad-
dressing climate change 
and their failure to provide 
the developing nations with 
the promised climate financ-
ing support.

The Prime Minister high-
lighted the five main aspects 
(Panchamrit) of India’s cli-
mate action to the world at 
the COP26 conference in 
Glasgow. India’s expanded 
Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) un-
der the Paris Agreement, 
which were submitted to 
the UNFCCC, correspond to 
the 2030 targets of the Pan-
chamrit announcements. 
Thus, despite the difficulties 
India aspires to lead the way 
in developing and putting 
into practise solutions.

Global cumulative emis-
sions must not exceed the 
associated global carbon 
budget in order to meet the 
Paris Agreement’s tempera-
ture goals. They must not 
emit more than their fair 
share of emissions over the 
course of the past, present, 
and future. In light of this, 
India, a global leader in cli-
mate action who walks the 
walk and talks with authori-

ty and responsibility, pushed 
industrialised nations to step 
up their efforts by announc-
ing its intention to become 
“net zero by 2070” as part of 
the Panchamrit statement in 
Glasgow.

Due to their excessive use 
of the global carbon space, 
developed nations owe India 
$15 trillion. India has made 
it plain that, in its opinion, 
industrialised nations must 
take the initiative in “phasing 
out” all fossil fuels, not just 
coal, and that they must do 
so quickly. India has also as-
sumed the lead both domes-
tically and internationally 
in accelerating its efforts to 
promote renewable energy 
while making domestic 
progress toward cleaner coal 
technologies. 

India has set a net-zero 
emissions target for 2070, 
which is backed up by im-
mediate climate action. India 
evidently placed the project 
in the trial of the developed 
world by announcing 500 
GW of non-fossil electricity 
capacity by 2030; 50% of 
energy requirements coming 
from renewables by 2030; 
one billion tonnes of emis-
sions reductions by 2030; 
and a 45 percent reduction in 

emissions intensity of GDP 
by 2030. This is meaningful 
climate change action. India 
is now demanding USD 1 
trillion in climate funding 
as quickly as feasible, and it 
will be monitoring not only 
climate action but also cli-
mate finance delivery.

After China, the United 
States, and the European 
Union, India is the world’s 
fourth largest producer of 
carbon dioxide, although 
its large population means 
that its emissions per capita 
are far lower than those of 
other major world econo-
mies. In 2019, India released 
1.9 tonnes of CO

2 per person, 
compared to 15.5 tonnes for 
the United States and 12.5 
tonnes for Russia.

Quite significantly, India 
has pushed for a change 
in lifestyle once again. The 
prime minister has rolled out 
a warm welcome for global 
and domestic entrepreneurs 
who want to invest in green 
technology research, devel-
opment, manufacture, and 
deployment in India by an-
nouncing a net-zero year. 
However, India’s efforts 
will need to be bolstered by 
the availability of climate 
finance from developed 

nations. This shift will be 
difficult if foreign money 
is not available on favour-
able terms. India co-chairs 
the Leadership Group for 
Industry Transition, which 
encourages voluntary low-
carbon transition in chal-
lenging industries, with 
Sweden.

The most ambitious NDCs 
(Nationally Determined 
Contributions) have been 
made by India under the 
UNFCCC. India has already 
met 40% of its installed elec-
tric capacity from non-fossil 
fuel sources, some nine years 
ahead of its target date, ex-
ceeding its pledge made 
under the Paris Agreement. 
India is also on track to fulfil 
its increased NDC target of 
45% below 2005 levels by 
2030 with its GDP emis-
sions intensity in 2016 being 
24% below 2005 levels.

With the GGI-OSOWOG, 
India’s leadership of the In-
ternational Solar Alliance 
benefited enormously. The 
International Solar Alliance 
(ISA) was created to pool 
demand and minimize the 
cost of solar financing for 
developing countries. The 
Infrastructure for Resilient 
Island States (IRIS) will be 

launched by India, along 
with the United Kingdom 
and Australia, for island na-
tions and developing coun-
tries. 

Recognizing the severity 
of climate risks, which can 
undo decades of develop-
ment, particularly for most 
susceptible communities 
and countries, the Infra-
structural facilities for Resil-
ient Island States is a critical 
initiative. 

India also backed the Af-
rica Group’s demand for 
$1 trillion in climate action 
from affluent countries to be 
made available to underde-
veloped countries. 

India will also be a part of 
the Green Grids Initiative’s 
commencement. If success-
ful, interconnecting grids 
across countries can dra-
matically increase energy 
interdependence and secu-
rity and enable emerging 
economies to leapfrog to a 
sustainable energy future.

Conversely, despite being 
the world’s greatest carbon 
emitter today, accounting for 
11% of all emissions, China 
has made no significant ob-
ligations. China has stated 
that it will achieve carbon 
neutrality by 2060, whereas 

the United States and the Eu-
ropean Union aim to achieve 
net zero emissions by 2050. 
Such incidents put India’s 
commitment to the test, but 
they also make India’s an-
nouncement to become net-
zero far more ambitious than 
China’s or the European 
Union’s.

India’s announcement will 
give Indian and global ener-
gy markets a clear path and 
expedite the transition to 
profound decarbonization 
and a 1.5°C future. The an-
nouncement also serves as a 
roadmap for India’s shift to a 
low-carbon economy. In or-
der to satisfy the obligations, 
India will require an addi-
tional $1 trillion in financing 
over the next ten years. India 
is one of the few countries on 
track to meet its Paris Agree-
ment targets, which were set 
during the 21st COP. India is 
being praised in this context, 
despite the fact that it ranks 
131st on the Human Devel-
opment Index and still has 
a long way to go in terms 
of eradicating widespread 
poverty.

Ashraf Nehal is a columnist and 
foreign policy analyst who fo-
cuses primarily on South Asia.

India’s progress in implementing its COP26 commitments
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The Supreme Court Colle-
gium has recommended to 
elevate Bombay High Court 
Chief Justice Dipankar Datta 
as a Judge of the Supreme 
Court.

Justice Datta is the son of a 
former Calcutta High Court 
Judge, late (J) Salil Kumar 
Datta and brother-in-law of 
Justice Amitava Roy, former 
Supreme Court Judge and 
was born in February 1965.

However, in 1989, he ob-
tained his LL.B. degree 
from the University of Cal-
cutta and was enrolled as 
an Advocate on November 
16, 1989. Further, he worked 
as a Junior Standing Counsel 
for the State of West Bengal 
from May 16, 2002 to Janu-
ary 16, 2004 and as a Coun-
sel for the Union of India 

since 1998.
From June 22, 2006., he 

worked as a Judge of the Cal-
cutta High Court. On April 
28, 2020., he was elevated as 
the Chief Justice of Bombay 
High Court.

He has passed several sig-
nificant judgements as CJ 

of the Bombay High Court, 
including home vaccination 
for the bedridden and has di-
rected a preliminary enquiry 
against Anil Deshmukh 

– Maharashtra Home Min-
ister at the time, and an au-
thoritative pronouncement 
on an illegal construction.

appointment

Supreme Court Collegium 
reCommendS to elevate BomBay 
HC CHief JuStiCe dipankar datta 
aS Judge of Supreme Court
TDG NeTwork

The Supreme Court in 
the case Delhi com-
mission for protec-

tion of child rights v UOI 
observed and issued in a 
petition filled by the Delhi 
Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights (DCP-
CR) challenging the 2021 
amendment made to the Ju-
venile Justice (Care and Pro-
tection) Act 2015 (JJ Act), 
which came into force on 1st 
September, 2022, whereby 
certain categories of of-
fences against children have 
been made non-cognizable.

The bench comprising of 
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud 
and the Justice Hima Kohli 
observed, the counsel, Ad-
vocate, Mr. Preteek K Chad-
ha appearing for DCPCR 
argued that the amendment 
sets out a less stringent 
standard than the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1973 
or the unamended JJ Act.

However, the commis-
sion is challenging the 2021 
Amendment to the extent it 
made the following catego-
ries of offences non-cogni-
zable:
A. Using of children for 
drugs peddling
B. Using of children by ter-
rorists
C. Exploitation of the child 
employee
D. Cruelty against the chil-
dren

It was observed when the 

offences are non-cognizalbe, 
the police cannot register 
FIR and the investigation 
can commence only on the 
basis of a complaint filed 
before the concerned Mag-
istrate.

Further, in 2021, the Ju-
venile Justice (Care and 
Protection of Children) 
Amendment Act, 2021 was 
passed to amend various 
provisions of the Juvenile 
Justice Act, 2015 which 
received the assent of the 
President on 07th August 
2021. As the Amendement 
Act is yet to be notified. 
Thus, there are 29 Amend-
ments carried out in the 
Juvenile Justice (Care and 
Protection of Children) Act, 
2015 by the Amendment 
Act, 2021.

It is stated that Section 26 
of the Amendment Act cat-
egorizes serious offences 
i.e., offences with an im-
prisonment for a term of 
three years and above, but 
not more than seven years 
as non-cognizable offence. 
Such offences include sale 
and procurement of chil-
dren, employment of chil-
dren for child begging, ex-
ploitation of child employee, 
giving intoxicating liquor or 
narcotic drug to a child, etc.

It is argued by the com-
mission that such catego-
rization violates Article 14 
and 21 of the Constitution of 
India and also various other 
international obligations 
under the United Nations 

Convention on the Rights 
of the Child for which In-
dia is a signatory. However, 
such categorization is con-
trary to the scheme of the 
Juvenile Justice Act which 
is progressive in nature and 
protects children against all 
forms of exploitation.

Before the Court, it was 
argued that the categori-
zation is also contrary to 
the general scheme of IPC 
wherein offences punish-
able with imprisonment 
for more than three years 
are categorized as Cogni-
zable whereas offences are 
punishable with imprison-
ment for up to three years 
as non-cognizable offence. 
Consequently, there is no 
reasonable justification or 
rational nexus sought to be 
achieved by reclassifying 

the cognizable offences as 
non-cognizable offences.

The petition stated that 
on 08.04.2022, it is men-
tioned that five State Com-
missions for Protection of 
Child Rights representing 
the States and Union Ter-
ritories of Chandigarh, 
Delhi, Punjab, Rajasthan 
and West Bengal in exercise 
of their powers vested un-
der Section 15 of the Com-
missions for Protection 
of Child Rights Act, 2005 
recommended to the Gov-
ernment of India that a Bill 
be tabled in the Parliament 
for further amending the 
Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 in 
order to restore the cogniz-
ability status of the serious 
offences under the Juvenile 
Justice Act, 2015. It is stated 
by DCPCR that no such re-

sponse has been received 
from the Central Govern-
ment on the recommenda-
tions.

Against this backdrop, the 
plea has been filled seeking 
a declaration that declaring 
the amendment to Section 
86 of the Juvenile Justice 
(Care and Protection of 
Children) Act, 2015 by way 
of Section 26 of the Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protection 
of Children) Act, 2021 as 
unconstitutional and viola-
tive of Articles 14 and 21 of 
the Constitution of India to 
the extent it makes offences 
under the Act which are 
punishable with impris-
onment for a term of three 
years and above, but not 
more than seven years as 
non-cognizable.

Supreme Court

Supreme Court: Notice issued on 
DCPCR plea challenging Juvenile Justice 
Act 2021 amendments making certain 
offences non-cognizable
TDG NeTwork

On Tuesday, a constitution bench 
of the Supreme Court allowed the 
Election Commission of India to 
go ahead and decide Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde’s 
claim that his faction represents the 

“real” Shiv Sena.
The bench comprising of Justice 

D.Y. Chandrachud dismissed the 
plea of Uddhav Thackeray camps 
to stay the ECI proceedings. It was 
argued by Mr. Thackeray that the 
Shinde faction was facing disquali-
fication proceedings for defection 
under the 10th schedule and that 
the ECI should wait until the ques-
tion of disqualification was decided.

The Supreme Court stated dur-
ing the hearing that there was a bit 

of problem with Mr. Thackeray’s 
argument that the ECI proceed-
ings under the Symbols Order of 
1968 should be “stultified” merely 
because of a disqualification pro-
cess against the Shinde function 
was pending before the Assembly 
Speaker.
Also, the bench comprising of 

Justice M.R. Shah, Krishna Murari, 
Hima Kohli and P.S. Narasimha 
stated that “we direct that there 
would be no stay of the proceedings 
before the Election Commission”.

It was observed that the Thacker-
ay-led Maha Vikas Aghadi govern-
ment had collapsed after a revolt by 
Mr. Shinde and the 39 other legisla-
tors against the Sena leadership.

On June 30, Mr. Shinde was sworn 
in as the CM along with BJP’s De-

vendra Fadnavis as his deputy.
The Supreme Court had referred 

to a five-judge bench on August 30, 
the plea filled by the Thackeray and 
Shinde-led factions raising several 
constitutional questions related to 
defection, disqualification and 
merger.

It was also stated that it had been 
asked the Election Commission Of 
India (ECI) not to pass any orders 
on the Shinde faction’s petition that 
it be considered the “real” Shiv Sena 
and be granted the party’s poll sym-
bol.

However, the bench led by the 
then Chief Justice N.V. Ramana has 
said that the batch of petitions raise 
important constitutional issues 
which is relating to the 10th sched-
ule of the Constitution pertaining to 

the disqualifications, power of the 
speaker and the governor, and judi-
cial review.

It is provided by the 10th schedule 
of the Constitution for the preven-
tion of defection of the elected and 
the nominated members for their 
political parties and contains strin-
gent provisions against defection.

Earlier, it has been submitted by 
Thackeray faction that party MLAs 
loyal to Shinde can save themselves 
from disqualification under the 
10th schedule of the constitution 
only by merging with another po-
litical party.

It has been contended by the 
Shinde group that the anti-defection 
law is not a weapon for a leader who 
has lost the confidence of his own 
party.

in Court

Supreme Court refuses to stay EC proceedings 
on Shinde’s claim, ‘real’ Shiv Sena tussle
TDG NeTwork

in Court

The Supreme Court in the 
case Balram Singh vs Kelo 
Devi observed and stated 
that a relief of permanent 
injunction cannot be sought 
on the basis of such an un-
registered document/agree-
ment to sell.

The bench comprising of 
Justice MR Shah and Justice 
Krishna Murari observed 
that a plaintiff cannot get the 
relief indirectly which other-
wise he/she cannot get in a 
suit for specific performance.

In the present case, a suit 
has been filled by the plain-
tiff praying for a decree of 
permanent injunction re-
straining the defendant from 
disturbing her possession 
in the suit property, which 
was claimed on the basis 
of the agreement to sell of 
which was an unregistered 
agreement/document to sell 
on ten rupees stamp paper. 
The suit was dismissed by 
the Trial Court by the origi-
nal plaintiff and refused to 
grant permanent injunc-
tion and allowed the coun-
ter-claim of the defendant. 
However, the First Appel-
late Court reversed the Trial 
Court judgment and decreed 
the suit. The second appeal 
filled by the defendant was 
dismissed by the High Court.

In appeal, the defendant-
appellant contended that an 
unregistered agreement to 
sell is not admissible in evi-
dence and that the suit filed 
by the original plaintiff was 
only for permanent injunc-
tion and she did not seek 
the relief for specific perfor-
mance of agreement to sell 
by adopting a clever draft-

ing as she was well aware 
that she would not succeed 
in the suit filled for specific 
performance on the basis of 
an unregistered agreement 
to sell. On the other hand, 
it was contended by the 
respondent-plaintiff that 
an unregistered document 
can be used for collateral 
purpose and therefore both, 
the first appellate Court as 
well as the High Court have 
rightly passed a decree for 
permanent injunction while 
considering the agreement 
for selling of collateral pur-
pose for grant of permanent 
injunction.

The Apex Court observed, 
while allowing the appeal:

However, having con-
scious of the fact that the 
plaintiff might not succeed 
in getting the relief of spe-
cific performance of such 
agreement to sell as the same 
was unregistered, a suit was 
filed by the plaintiff simplici-
tor for permanent injunction 
only. In a given case, it may 
be true that an unregistered 
document can be used and/
or considered for collateral 
purpose and at the same 
time, the plaintiff cannot get 

the relief indirectly which 
otherwise he/she cannot 
get in a suit for substantive 
relief, namely, in the pres-
ent case filled for the relief of 
specific performance. Thus, 
the plaintiff cannot get the 
relief even for permanent 
injunction on the basis of 
such an unregistered docu-
ment/agreement to sell, 
more particularly when 
the defendant specifically 
filed the counter-claim for 
getting back the possession 
which was being allowed by 
the learned trial Court. It has 
been cleverly prayed by the 
plaintiff for a relief of per-
manent injunction only and 
did not seek for the substan-
tive relief of specific perfor-
mance of the agreement to 
sell as the agreement to sell 
was an unregistered docu-
ment and therefore on such 
unregistered agreement/
document to sell, no decree 
for specific performance 
could have been passed. By 
clever drafting, the plaintiff 
cannot get relief.

Therefore, the court re-
stored the Trial Court judg-
ment dismissing the suit and 
allowing the counter-claim.

Supreme Court: Permanent 
injunction cannot be sought 
on the basis of an unregistered 
agreement to sell

TDG NeTwork On the other hand, it was contended 
by the respondent-plaintiff that an 
unregistered document can be used for 
collateral purpose and therefore both, the 
first appellate Court as well as the High 
Court have rightly passed a decree for 
permanent injunction while considering the 
agreement for selling of collateral purpose 
for grant of permanent injunction.

The court says Axis Bank is 
bound by its undertaking 
given to the court in February 
2021 & then in March 2021 
that it will not go ahead with 
the substitution of the conces-
sionaire in the PS Toll Road 
project, without court’s nod.

Delhi HC says Axis Bank’s 
undertaking was uncondi-
tional, and therefore it cannot 

rely upon any event under 
the Concession Agreement or 
the Substitution Agreement, 
to appoint a new concession-
aire in the project.

PS Toll Road Pvt Ltd 
(PSTR), the concessionaire 
of the Pune Satara Toll Road 
project, had challenged the 
appointment of a new conces-
sionaire in the project by the 

Axis Bank despite a stay on 
the process by the Delhi HC 
in March 2021.

PS Toll Road Pvt Ltd, in its 
appeal before the Delhi HC, 
has contended that Axis 
Bank was in breach of its own 
undertaking given before the 

court in 2021, that it will not 
finalize the bids or award 
the contract to a third party, 
thereby substituting the PS 
Toll Road Pvt Ltd

Court has issued notice to 
Axis Bank and the matter 
will be heard on 28 Septem-

ber. PS Toll Road Pvt Ltd 
is a subsidiary of Reliance 
Infrastructure Ltd. and was 
awarded the contract for six 
laning of 140 KM of stretch 
between Pune and Satara in 
Maharashtra on BOT basis. 
The project is now complete.

in Court

Delhi HC finds Axis Bank in breach of its own 
undertaking given before the court

analysis
Tarun nangia 
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Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi attended the State Fu-
neral of former Prime Min-
ister of Japan Shinzo Abe at 
the Nippon Budokan, Tokyo. 
Representatives from over 
100 countries, including 
more than 20 Heads of State 
/ Government participated 
in the State Funeral.

Prime Minister honoured 
the memory of former PM 
Abe, who he considered 
a dear friend and a great 
champion of India-Japan 
partnership.

Following the State Fu-
neral, Prime Minister had 
a private meeting with 
Mrs. Akie Abe, spouse of 
Late PM Abe, at the Aka-
saka Palace. Prime Minister 

Modi conveyed his heartfelt 
condolences to Mrs. Abe. He 
recalled his fond friendship 
and the significant contri-
bution made by former PM 
Abe in taking India-Japan 
relationship to new heights. 
Prime Minister also had a 
brief interaction thereafter 
with Prime Minister Kishida 
to reiterate his condolences.

The Union Secretary for 
Information and Broadcast-
ing Apurva Chandra has 
exhorted the media and 
entertainment industry 
to set a target of growing 
the industry to more than 
100 billion dollars by the 
year 2030. “India will be a 
10 trillion dollar economy 
in the next 10 years, we 
should target that the me-
dia and entertainment sec-
tor should grow to more 
than 100 billion dollars by 
2030. The Ministry of In-
formation and Broadcast-
ing will do whatever it takes 
to support the M&E sector 
and help it grow.” The Sec-
retary was addressing the 
inaugural session of FICCI 
Frames Fast Track 2022 in 
Mumbai today, September 
27, 2022. 

The Secretary announced 
that Invest India is going 
to be leveraged in order to 
bring in higher foreign in-
vestment into India in the 
film sector. “The Ministry 
has merged various film 
units under one; NFDC 
based in Mumbai is going 
to be the hub of the cin-
ematic arm of the govern-
ment. With this, we want 
to revamp the Film Facili-
tation Office. We are going 

to hand this over to Invest 
India, the main investment 
arm created by the govern-
ment under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, to attract industry to 
India. More than 100 bil-
lion dollars of FDI is coming 
to India this year. We want 
to leverage Invest India to 
bring in foreign investment, 
we will reach out to foreign 
filmmakers to come to In-
dia.”

The Secretary informed 
that the government will 
work with states to facilitate 
and promote film shoot-
ing in India. “Recently at 
Cannes Film Fesival, we 
a n n o u n c e d  In c e nt ive 
Scheme for Audio-Visual 
Co-production and Incen-
tive Scheme for Shooting 
of Foreign Films in India. 
With incentives given by 
states too, it becomes a vi-

able and attractive package 
for filmmakers.”

The Secretary announced 
that the Government of In-
dia will work with the states 
and formulate a Model 
Theatre Policy. “Over the 
past 5-6 years, the number 
of theatres has been on a 
decline. We need to reverse 
this trend. We will assign 
the Film Facilitation Office 
to work with Invest India 
to come up with a single-
window portal for opening 
theatres, so that more and 
more theatres can come up 
and the public gets more 
avenues to watch the magic 
of films in theatres. We will 
also work with the states 
to create a Model Theatre 
Policy, so that the states 
can adopt and work on the 
same.” 
Please read concluding on the-
dailyguardian.com

As a part of ‘Sugamya Bharat 
Abhiyan’, to provide ease of 
movement for Divyangjans, 
aged and children on rail-
way platforms, Indian Rail-
ways is installing lifts and 
escalators at railway stations 
across the country. So far, 
there are 497 stations where 
either lifts or escalators have 
been provided.

Escalators:- As per policy, 
normally Railways are pro-
viding escalators at State 
Capitals, Cities having popu-
lation more than 10 Lakh or 
stations having footfall more 
than 25000 per day. 

So far, 1090 Escalators at 
339 stations have been pro-
vided upto Aug’2022. Year-
wise position of  provision of 
Escalators is as under:-

Lifts:- As per policy, GM/
Zonal Railways are empow-
ered to select stations/plat-
forms for provision of  Lift 
considering footfall, con-
straints of space etc.

So far, 981 Lifts at 400 sta-
tions have been provided 
upto Aug.’2022. Yearwise 

position of  provision of 
Lifts is as under:-Indian 
Railways has been consis-
tently trying to improve 
passenger amenities at vari-
ous stations. Provision of 
escalators and Lifts at the 
railway platforms is a part 

of this and also a necessity in 
view of the ever increasing 
passenger volumes. Such 
facility would facilitate im-
provement at exit/entry of 
passengers and is a further 
step to improve passenger 
safety as well.

CONDOLENCE

DEVELOPMENT

INITIATIVE

PrIME MINIsTEr ATTENDs sTATE 
FuNErAL OF FOrMEr PrIME 
MINIsTEr OF JAPAN shINzO AbE

MEDIA AND ENTErTAINMENT sECTOr 
shOuLD grOw TO MOrE ThAN 100 bILLION 
DOLLArs by yEAr 2030: APurVA ChANDrA 

497 rAILwAy sTATIONs MADE 
DIVyANgJAN FrIENDLy by PrOVIDINg 
EIThEr LIFTs Or EsCALATOrs
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The Union Home and 
Cooperation Minis-
ter, Amit Shah today 

inaugurated the 150-bed-
ded ESIC Hospital and laid 
the foundation stone for the 
750 bedded Adarsh Multi-
specialty Hospital of Umiya 
Mata K.P Educational Trust 
in Kalol, Gujarat. Chief Min-
ister of Gujarat, Shri Bhupen-
dra Patel, Union Minister of 
Health and Family Welfare, 
Shri Mansukh Mandaviya, 
Union Minister of Labour 
and Employment, Shri Bhu-
pendra Yadav and Minister 
of State for Labour and Em-
ployment, Shri Rameshwar 
Teli were also present on the 
occasion.

In his address, Amit Shah 
said today the bhoomipujan 
is taking place for two big 
hospitals in Kalol. He said 
from these hospitals, Kalol 
tehsil and all the citizens of 
the city would receive good 
treatment facilities. Shri Shah 
said 35 percent poor patients 
would receive free health care 
in the hospital being built by 
Umiya Mataji Kadwa Patidar 
Trust. Shri Shah said under 
the leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and un-
der the guidance of Union 
Labour Minister Shri Bhu-
pendra Yadav, the Employee 
State Insurance Scheme has 
been revived and workers 

across the country are re-
ceiving its benefits. He said 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has given the Right to 
health to every person of the 
country, especially the poor. 
Under the Pradhan Mantri 
Ayushman Yojana, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
provided free health facilities 
up to Rs. 5 lakh to 60 crore 
poor persons.

The Union Home Minister 
said Ayushman Health In-
frastructure Mission worth 
Rs. 64,000 crore is the first 
such big scheme for the poor. 
Under this scheme, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
provided 35,000 new beds 
for critical care in more than 
600 districts. The Govern-
ment led by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has also start-
ed Integrated Public Health 
Laboratories in 730 districts 
and research centers with an 
allocation of Rs. 1,600 crore 
for different major diseases.

 Amit Shah said there were 
only 387 medical colleges in 
the country in 2013-14 and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi increased their number 
to 596 in 2021-22. The Gov-
ernment led by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi increased 
the number of MBBS seats 
from 51,000 to 89,000. The 
Post Graduate seats have also 
been increased from 31,000 
to 60,000. Apart from this, 
10 new AIIMS have been 
started, 75 new medical col-

leges have been approved, 
and there are plans to set up 
22 more AIIMS.

Amit Shah said Gujarat has 
also made great progress 

on parameters of maternal 
mortality, infant mortality 
and institutional delivery 
as compared to the figures 
of 2018. He said it is very 

difficult to improve the ma-
ternal mortality rate and 
infant mortality rate and in 
institutional delivery, 96 out 
of 100 deliveries take place 
in the hospital today. Shri 
Shah said Gujarat has also 
made excellent progress in 
the sex ratio. He said a spe-
cial campaign is being run for 
tuberculosis and cancer, un-
der which these diseases can 
be diagnosed at an early stage. 
In two tehsils of Gandhinagar 
district, Gandhinagar and 
Kalol, cancer screening has 
been completed in about 80 
percent of the rural areas.

wELFArE

Amit Shah lays foundation stone 
of 750 bedded hospital in Gujarat
TDG NeTwork

A Conference of startups and in-
novators working on eco-alterna-
tives to banned single use plastics 
and air quality management was 
inaugurated on 27th Septem-
ber 2022 at Chennai Trade Cen-
tre, Chennai, by Ashwini Kumar 
Choubey, Minister of State for 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change and Consumer Affairs, 
Government of India in the august 
presence of  Siva V Meyyanathan, 
Minister of Environment, Cli-
mate Change, Youth Welfare and 
Sports Development, Government 
of Tamil Nadu. The Startup Con-
ference has been jointly organized 
by the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change, Gov-
ernment of India, and Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu.

Startups and innovators have 
been involved in developing solu-
tions for many pressing environ-
mental challenges including in the 
development of eco-alternatives to 
banned single use plastics and air 
quality management.

Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Min-
ister of State for Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change and 
Consumer Affairs highlighted 
that availability of alternatives to 
banned single use plastic items is 
extremely important. The Start-
ups and innovators have taken 
up this challenge and developed 
eco-alternatives. One Startup has 
made packaging material from 
rice stubble. The innovation not 
only addressed plastic pollution 
but will also help in reducing 
the pollution caused by burning 
of rice stubble. Another startup 
has developed flexible packag-
ing material from sea weeds. He 
highlighted that the startups and 
innovators are not only providing 
solutions to environmental prob-
lems but also assisting in econom-
ic development of the country. The 
Government of India is giving fo-
cus on supporting innovators and 
startups through various schemes 
of the Government such as Start-

up India Mission. 
Many startups and innovators 

from across the country working 
in the area alternatives to banned 
single use plastic items and air 
quality management are partici-
pating in the Startup Conference. 
Representatives from concerned 
central Ministries involved in sup-
porting innovation, startups, and 
MSMEs and banks who are key in 
mobilizing finances for startups 
and manufacturers are participat-
ing in the Expo. Representatives 
from State Governments, State 
Pollution Control Boards are par-

ticipating in the Startup Confer-
ence. 

The Conference of Startups 
will provide a platform for en-
gagement and exchange views 
amongst innovators and institu-
tions, Government Departments 
supporting startup ecosystems in 
the country and banks, on steps 
taken for scaling up innovations 
and supporting startups. 

The Conference will have experi-
ence sharing sessions of startups 
working in the field of alternatives 
to banned single use plastics and 
startups working in the area of air 

quality management. 
A separate session on role of fi-

nancial institutions in scaling up 
startups has also been organized 
representatives of Startup India 
Mission, banks and Ministry of 
Micro, Small and Medium enter-
prises has also been organized. 

The Minister mentioned that the 
strategy adopted by the Govern-
ment to tackle unmanaged and 
littered plastic waste has two pil-
lars to ban single use plastic items 
which have high littering poten-
tial and low utility, and imple-
mentation of extended producer 
responsibility on plastic pack-
aging. Promotion of innovation 
and startups for elimination of 
single use plastics will help us ad-
dress the problem of littered and 
unmanaged plastic waste in the 
country.

grEEN rEVOLuTION

Conference on eco-alternatives to 
banned single use plastics and air 
quality management
TDG NeTwork

•   Union Home and Cooperation Minister, Amit Shah today inaugurated 150-bedded 
ESIC Hospital and laid foundation stone for 750 bedded Adarsh Multi-specialty Hos-
pital of Umiya Mata K.P Educational Trust in Kalol, Gujarat

•   Minister Narendra Modi has ensured Right to health for every citizen, especially the 
poor

•   Under Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Yojana, Shri Modi has provided free health facilities 
up to Rs. 5 lakh to 60 crore poor persons

•   Prime Minister Narendra Modi has revived the Employee State Insurance Scheme 
across the country and passed its benefits to the workers across the country

•   Prime Minister Narendra Modi has provided 35,000 new critical care beds in more 
than 600 districts with an investment of Rs. 64,000 crore under Ayushman Health 
Infrastructure Mission

•   Government led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has also initiated work on Integrat-
ed Public Health Laboratories in 730 districts and research centers with an allocation 
of Rs. 1,600 crore for different major diseases 

•   In 2013-14, there were only 387 medical colleges and Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
increased their number to 596 in 2021-22

•   Government led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has increased number of MBBS 
seats from 51,000 to 89,000 and Post Graduate seats from 31,000 to 60,000

•   Gujarat has made significant improvements in critical parameters like maternal mortal-
ity rate, infant mortality rate and institutional delivery

•   Special campaign being run for tuberculosis and cancer, so that these diseases can be 
diagnosed at early stage

•   Availability of alternatives to banned single use plastic items is ex-
tremely important : Ashwini Kumar Choubey

•          Startups and innovators are not only providing solutions to environ-
mental problems but also assisting in economic development of the 
country: Shri Choubey

•   Film Facilitation Office to be revamped in collaboration 
with Invest India, to attract more foreign investment 
into film sector

•   Government to come out with Model Theatre Policy 
and Single-window clearance for Theatres, to reverse 
trend of declining theatres

•   National Centre of Excellence for AVGC to be set up 
in PPP mode

•    “Cutting-edge technology of direct-to-mobile broad-
casting being explored to bring high-quality digital 
content on mobile phones, with no data consumption”

•    Amendments to Cinematograph Act proposed to be 
tabled in winter session of Parliament: I&B Secretary

•    1090 Escalators at 339 stations have been provided 
upto August’2022

•    981 Lifts at 400 stations have been provided upto 
August’2022



world the daily guardian review
wedne sday |  28 sep tember 2022
new delhi10

Militaristic power 

china’s penchant for 
nuclear Modernization 
aMbitions
TDG NETWORK
Washington

Chinese intentions to expand its nuclear and militaristic 
power are its methods of wolf-warrior portrayals that are on 
a path of wreaking havoc in and around its neighbourhood. 

These aspirations, however, have already entered their next 
phase and are currently under execution. Therefore, it seems 
quite relevant and plausible to discuss Chinese implementa-
tion plans, as per Global Strat View analysis. Political and 
bureaucratic competition has ensured that the discussion 
around the issue remains as important as China’s global vi-
sion for hegemony. 

In its Defence White Paper from 2006, China resolutely 
asserted its ‘Self Defence Nuclear strategy,’ proclaiming an 
assured retaliatory measure leading to inflicting unacceptable 
damage to the attacker. 

However, Beijing’s nuclear stand over the years has only 
deteriorated towards a far more hawkish view of the global 
world, reported Global Strat View. 

In 2013, their Defence White Paper excluded mentions of 
a lifelong nuclear principle of ‘No First Use policy.’ This led 
many scholars to conclude that China was perhaps on its path 
to shedding an instrumental principle that had ensured peace 
and stability in the region and the world for decades. 

planetary tech

nasa’s dart Mission 
successfully crashes 
spacecraft into asteroid
TDG NETWORK
Washington

NASA’s Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) - the 
world’s first planetary defense technology demonstration 
- successfully impacted its asteroid target on Monday, the 
agency’s first attempt to move an asteroid in space. 

“IMPACT SUCCESS! Watch from #DARTMIssion’s DRA-
CO Camera, as the vending machine-sized spacecraft suc-
cessfully collides with asteroid Dimorphos, which is the size 
of a football stadium and poses no threat to Earth,” NASA 
tweeted, taking to Twitter. Termed humanity’s first test of 
planetary defence by NASA, the main objective behind 
the mission was to redirect the asteroid closer to Didymos, 
which it orbits, CNN reported. 

The asteroid system was the perfect target to test kinetic 
impact, which may be needed if an asteroid is ever on track 
to hit Earth. 

As per CNN, the process took place when a briefcase-size 
CubeSat hitched a ride with DART and three minutes after 
impact, it flew by Dimorphos to capture images and video 
which will be streamed back to Earth in the coming weeks 
and months. 

The mission is known as the Double Asteroid Redirection 
Test (DART), according to NASA. 

setting the history right 

Bangladesh wants to mark 25 March 
as International Genocide Day
TDG NETWORK
Dhaka

Describing the horrors 
of the 1971 genocide 
by the Pakistani mil-

itary, Bangladesh Foreign 
Minister AK Abdul Momen 
has said that Bangladesh is 
working to get recognition 
of March 25 as International 
Genocide Day by all the coun-
tries in the world. 

“The Genocide of Bangla-
desh committed in 1971 by 
the Pakistani military is one 
of the most heinous crimes in 
human history ... we do not 
know of another instance 
of such barbarism of such 
intensity and mayhem,” he 

said, reported The Daily 
Star. The foreign minister 
made the remark through a 
video message at a seminar 
titled, “Remember and Rec-
ognize: The Case of Bangla-
desh Genocide of 1971”, which 
was held at the Human Rights 
Museum, Winnipeg in Cana-
da on Wednesday, according 
to a press release received in 
Dhaka.  The Bangladesh 
genocide perpetrated by Paki-
stan, one of the biggest after 
World War II, occurred when 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Muji-
bur Rahman declared the 
independence of a sovereign 
nation of Bangladesh in the 
early hours of 26 March 1971. 

The High Commission for 

Bangladesh in Canada and 
the Bangabandhu Centre for 
Bangladesh Studies (BCBS) in 
Canada, Liberation War Mu-
seum, Bangladesh, Genocide 
Studies Centre, University of 
Dhaka, Refugees Resilience 
Centre, and Rotary Club 
Canada jointly organised the 
day-long seminar on remem-
bering and recognition of the 
case of Bangladesh genocide, 
reported The Daily Star. 

The Bangladesh gov-
ernment has declared 25 
March as Genocide Day. 
Civil society has also raised 
its voice and different civil 
society organisations are 
raising the issue in differ-
ent international forums to 

push forth the demand for 
1971 genocide recognition. 
So far, two internationally 
acclaimed organisations 
working on the prevention 
of genocide worldwide, 
namely Lemkin Institute for 
Genocide Prevention and 
Genocide Watch have rec-
ognised the 1971 genocide 
and issued statements to the 
effect, reported the Bangla-
deshi publication, The Sun. 

On 25 March 1971, Paki-
stan Army launched ‘Opera-
tion Searchlight’, wherein a 
planned military operation 
was carried out by the Paki-
stan Army and its military 
massacred hundreds of thou-
sands of Bangladeshi citizens. 
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Sundays have this depressing habit of being calm as a cup of camomile.

Sunday was designed as a day of rejuvenation, not as a restless vacuum.
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 World leaders attend the State Funeral Ceremony of the former Japan 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, in Tokyo on Tuesday.  ANi 

disaster afterMath 

children succuMb to water-borne diseases 
after floods wreak havoc in pakistan

Amid the ongoing devasta-
tion caused by floods across 
Pakistan, children are dying 
from cholera, an acute diar-
rheal illness contracted by 
drinking water contaminated 
with bacteria. 

According to CNN, more 
than 10 children are dying 
every day at the Mother and 
Child Healthcare Hospital in 
Pakistan’s Sindh province 

alone, according to doctors 
at the facility from Cholera 
which is a water-related ail-
ment that stemmed from dev-
astating floods in the South-
Asian country. Balochistan 
and Sindh have been attacked 
by numerous infections that 
caused devastation in the 
two provinces. The stagnant 
floodwaters have led to wide-
spread cases of skin and eye 
infections, diarrhoea, malar-
ia, typhoid and dengue fever 
across numerous provinces 

in Pakistan, triggering health 
threats to people in Pakistan. 

“The floods came and the 
rain fell. And then our pa-
tients came in like the floods,” 
said Dr. Nazia Urooj, the phy-
sician in charge of the hospi-
tal’s children’s emergency 
unit, CNN reported. 

The number of malaria 
cases in the country had gone 
up to 229. 

Despite the efforts of the 
government and local and 
foreign relief organisations, 

many people are in urgent 
need of food and medicine in 
flood-hit regions despite the 
efforts of the government and 
humanitarian organisations, 
according to the Express Tri-
bune.

A majority of Pakistanis 
are unhappy with the gov-
ernment’s response to the 
unprecedented natural disas-
ter that has ravaged millions 
of lives in the cash-strapped 
country, according to a sur-
vey. 

TDG NETWORK
sinDh
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224 rooms 
and suites

Kitchen District - 
All day dining

52,000 sq ft of 
events space

NOW OPEN to DRINK. EAT. EXPLORE

Janakpuri District Centre Complex, New Delhi, Delhi, India. 110058
For bookings call. +91 11 4612 1234

The death toll of Sunday’s 
deadly boat capsize in Pan-
chagarh has reached fifty as 
26 more bodies were discov-
ered on Monday. 

The Daily Star reported 
quoting the additional 
deputy commissioner, Di-
pankar Roy confirmed the 
death toll from the control 
room at Mareya Union Pari-
shad. Among the victims, 
there were 25 women and 
13 children most of whom 
were going to the Bodesh-
wari Temple to celebrate 
Mahalaya. The incident was 
reported from the Aowlia 
Ghat in Marea Union on 
Sunday afternoon, Pancha-

garh Deputy Commissioner 
Jahirul Islam confirmed, the 
Daily Star reported. 

A team of divers from 
Dhaka was scouring the 
river to look for more bod-
ies, as thousands of people 
crowded the river banks to 
watch the search efforts. 
Boat accidents in Bangla-
desh are common due to 
laxity in safety standards 
and overloading. 

As Bangladesh lies on the 
lower course of mighty riv-
ers - the Ganga, and the 
Brahmaputra, the country 
is crisscrossed by 230 rivers. 
Notably, around 37 persons 
drowned in December last 
year after a passenger ferry 
hit a cargo ship and sank. 
At least 85 people drowned 

in November when an over-
loaded triple-decker ferry 
capsized off Bhola Island in 
the country’s south. 

A week later another boat 
sank leaving 46 people 
dead. So far this year, doz-
ens of people have been 
killed in several smaller 
boat accidents in Bangla-
desh. 

Naval officials have said 
more than 95 per cent of 
Bangladesh’s hundreds of 
thousands of small- and 
medium-sized boats do 
not meet minimum safety 
regulations and millions of 
people in Bangladesh rely 
on boats and ferries to travel 
to the capital or the delta na-
tion’s major cities, The Daily 
Star reported. 

DeaDly Disaster 

Death toll in Bangladesh 
boat capsize rises to 50
tdg network
Dhaka

While the recent report of 
United Nations Human 
Rights on China’s treatment 
of Uyghurs and other ethnic 
minorities in the Xinjiang 
region has brought global 
condemnation, most of the 
African countries were silent 
on it due to Beijing’s heavy 
economic clout in the second-
biggest continent.

Cobus van Staden, a China-
Africa expert at the South 
African Institute of Interna-
tional Affairs, said that be-
cause of China’s economic 

clout, most African countries 
simply don’t want to “pick a 
fight” over Xinjiang, which, 
to many, seems far away, re-
ported allAfrica. “We’ve seen 
most African countries side 
with China, and this includes 
a lot of majority Muslim coun-
tries. ... In terms of how the 
African partners will vote on 
the human rights council (if 
there is a vote), I tend to fear 
that they will probably vote 
with China,” he said.

There are reasons for this, 
he said. China is Africa’s 
biggest trade partner, far 
outstripping the West, and 
a lot of African countries 

“tend to be quite suspicious 
of separatist movements and 
quite suspicious of hard-
liners or political Islam.” 
Nigeria, for example, has been 
plagued by hardliner Islamist 
groups, reported allAfrica. 
The report, published by 
then-UN human rights chief 
Michelle Bachelet on her 
last day in office in August, 
said China’s actions against 
Uyghurs and others in the 
Xinjiang region “may consti-
tute international crimes, in 
particular crimes against hu-
manity,” citing abuses such as 
arbitrary detention in camps, 
torture and sexual violence. 

However, China’s ambas-
sador to the UN in Geneva, 
Chen Xu, delivered a joint 
statement on September 13, 
during the 51st session of the 
Human Rights Council, say-
ing the Xinjiang assessment 
was “based on disinforma-
tion and draws erroneous 
conclusions.” The statement 
was signed by 28 other coun-
tries, with close to half of the 
supporters from African 
countries such as Burundi, 
Cameroon, Comoros, Egypt, 
Equatorial Guinea, Guinea, 
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Sierra Le-
one, South Sudan and Zimba-
bwe, reported allAfrica.

Money speaks 

China’s eConoMiC Clout forCes afriCan 
Countries to turn blinD eye to Xinjiang
tdg network
Johannesburg

A diffusion notice has 
been issued by Interpol 
against Sandeep Lamich-
hane, the former Nepali 
cricket team captain who 
is facing rape accusations. 
The International Criminal 
Police Organization (Inter-
pol) issued the notice at the 
request of the Nepal Police 
registering him as one of the 
fugitives on large. The Inter-
pol department of the Na-
tional Central Bureau (NCB-
Kathmandu) confirmed that 
a diffusion notice was issued 

on Friday against Lamich-
hane. On Sunday evening, 
Lamichhane reiterated that 
he would return to his home 
country soon. 

Taking to Facebook for the 
second time since the filing 
of a case of sexual assault by 
a minor, the former national 
cricketer reiterated to return 
back to Nepal “at an appro-
priate time.” It has been 19 
days since an arrest warrant 
was issued against him by 
Kathmandu District Court. 

“It is my good fortune to 
be included in the national 
cricket team at the age of 16. 
It was not something that 

my little hard work could 
earn. I have always moved 
forward with the desire 
to keep Nepal’s name high 
in the cricket world. I feel 
proud to make the name of 
Nepal known through my 
hard work,” he said. 

Further adding, Lamich-
hane claimed “I came to 
know about the complaint 
filed against me and the 
false accusation of rape. 
This has not only affected 
and damaged my mental 
health but physical health 
as well.” 

Talking about his mental 
distress, he stated that he is 

currently in isolation with-
out mentioning his where-
abouts, “All these things 
affected me mentally on the 
one hand and, on the other 
hand, I had to go through 
physical illness. Therefore, 
I decided to keep myself in 
isolation for some time,” he 
said. 

However, Lamichhane is 
not in touch with both the 
police and the Cricket As-
sociation of Nepal (CAN) 
lately. The warrant issued in 
his name and the complaint 
against him that became 
public mentally exhausted 
him, he has said.

searCh on 

interpol issues Diffusion notiCe against 
rape aCCuseD nepal forMer CriCket Captain
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Marine Mess 

Local Sri Lankan fish-
ermen in the north-
ern part of the island 

nation come forward to 
oppose the Chinese ex-
ploitation of maritime re-
sources in their waters. 
Led by several Chinese 
corporations and entities, 
Beijing has launched a cam-
paign to gain dominance in 
the sea near Sri Lanka, ac-
cording to Mawrata News. 
Beijing appears to be eye-
ing the cultivation of sea 
cucumbers, which is one of 
the island nation’s primary 
economic activities, the re-

port said. 
Media reports indicate 

that Sri Lanka shipped ap-
proximately 336 tonnes of 
sea cucumbers to China, 
Singapore and Hong Kong in 
2021. “Consequently, breed-
ing and exporting the aquatic 

creature like a sausage that 
is considered a delicacy in 
China and Southeast Asia is 
a profitable market for Chi-
nese businesses,” the report 
said. 

This comes as Colombo is 
pursuing a Cabinet-autho-

rised plan for large-scale 
commercial sea projects in 
Jaffna, Mannar, Kilinoch-
chi, and Kilinochchi. After 
the Sri Lankan cabinet plans 
were made public, a Macau-
based Chinese firm offered 
to establish a large-scale 
sea cucumber farming op-
eration in the Puttalam and 
Jaffna districts.  According 
to Mawrata News, this 10-
year project looks to include 
more than 36,000 acres of 
water to yield 8.6 million 
kilograms of sea cucumber. 
Due to fear of possible ma-
rine depletion, locals are 
reportedly opposed to the 
project under discussion. 

Annalingam Annarasa, the 

President of the Jaffna Fish-
eries Federation, was quoted 
as saying in local media that 
the proposed project will 
bring more harm than ben-
efit to locals. 

Even as Sri Lankan govern-
ment continues to promote 
these sea projects, the fisher-
men believe that this would 
lead to lasting damage to the 
local marine ecology and 
hurt their livelihoods in the 
long run. 

Earlier, a similar Chinese 
project in the Kilinochchi 
district faced stiff opposi-
tion last year from local fish-
ermen who objected to the 
fencing of the land adjoining 
the sea. 

Sri Lankan fishermen oppose Chinese 
exploitation of maritime resources
tdg network
Colombo
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Artists 
perform 

during 
a ‘Ram 

Leela’, at 
Shriram 
Bhartiya 

Kala 
Kendra, 
in New 

Delhi on 
Monday. 

ANI 

RAM LEELA

#WORLDTOURISMDAY

‘EvERY pLAcE hAS SOMEThIng 
UnIqUE TO OffER’: nETIzEnS ShARE 
WORLD TOURISM DAY WIShES 
On the occasion of World Tourism Day on Tuesday, ne-
tizens took to social media to share greetings and share 
their love for traveling. Cricketer Sachin Tendulkar tweet-
ed, “Capturing memories forever! Every place has some-
thing unique to offer and we can only keep exploring.”

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan tweeted, “Ker-
ala’s tourism sector has flourished with GoK’s focused 
interventions like Caravan Tourism in overcoming Covid 
induced challenges. In the post pandemic scenario, this 
#WorldTourismDay is an opportunity to explore intuitive 
tourism initiatives.”

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik tweeted, “Odi-
sha is immensely blessed with natural beauty, glorious 
heritage, fascinating landscapes, timeless monuments, 
varied flora and fauna. On #WorldTourismDay, reiterate 
commitment to showcase the marvellous mélange to the 
world to unlock the transformative power of tourism.”

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma tweeted, 
“Blessed by Maa Kamakhya, adorned with pristine na-
ture, dotted with traces of a wealthy past, rich cultural 
heritage & diversity, Assam is a paradise for tourists. 
On #WorldTourismDay, I extend my warm wishes & 
welcome everyone to visit & explore our beautiful and 
#AwesomeAssam. 

Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
tweeted, “Panoramic Western Ghats! Beautiful Beaches! 
Tiger Sanctuary! Rich Forests! Proud Forts! Heroic His-
tory! Spiritual Shrines! Futuristic Cities! Scenic Villages! 
Mesmerizing Maharashtra! Come, Explore and Enjoy!”

I think we need 
to break away 
from perceiving 
the typical 
way of looking 
at artists and 
cinema. It’s such 
a great time right 
now, where all 
these barriers 
(between North and South 
cinema) have gone down.
— AishwAryA rAi BAchchAn

BRAIN-PICKING

Actor, on North cinema vs South cinema debate.

TDG NeTwork
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The idol has been given the form of a mother. 

ODE 

Furthering a tradi-
tion of presenting 
new themes during 

the Durga Puja in Kolkata, 
pandals and idols depicting 
the lives of sex workers un-
der the ‘Parichai’ (identity) 
theme have been created for 
the celebrations during this 
year’s festival. The pandal 
has been brought up by the 
Nawpara Dadabhai Sangh 
Puja Committee in the city, 
which was inaugurated by 
Lok Sabha MP and actor 
Shatrughan Sinha on Mon-
day.

The preparations for the 
puja in West Bengal are in 
full swing, with new and 
innovative themes on dis-
play. The sculptors in Kol-
kata present various themes 
while preparing the Durga 
idols.

One such pandal showing 
the lives of the sex workers 
has been brought up, which 
also shows the society they 
live in and the way people 
see them, and the manner in 
which they remain anony-
mous in a different world 
without an identity.

In a first for the city, a sili-
con idol of Maa Durga has 
been installed in the pandal, 
which has never been seen 
before. The idol has been 
given the form of a mother, 
through which an attempt 
has been made to show that 
even a sex worker has the 

form of a mother.
Sinha said, “It is a boon by 

Maa Durga. The entire state 
of West Bengal is drenched 
in the colours of the festival. 
I have been coming to Dur-
ga Puja for years, but it is a 
matter of fortune for me that 
I am inaugurating this pan-
dal. I am grateful to Saugata 
ji and Mamata Banerjee.”

The concept and theme 
designer, Sandip Mukherjee, 
expressed his perspective on 
the work of the sex workers 
and said that there is a need 
to bring about a change in 
the perspective of people.

“Prostitution is a profes-
sion, but for the common 
people, is it a profession? We 
can say which profession we 
are in, but can they say so? 
Because we see them from 
a different perspective. We 
should change this perspec-
tive. Our project is to bring 
about change in society. We 
corner them because of what 
they do. We do not let them 
enter society. Why can’t they 
come when they are also do-
ing their job?” he said.

“We have attached the am-
bience of a mother in the idol 
which depicts the sex work-

ers. We gave them the silicon 
form to make it attractive and 
touching to the people. This 
is for the first time that an 
idol of Maa Durga has been 
made of silicon,” Mukherjee 
added.

Describing the essence be-
hind the pandal, he said that 
the sex workers’ lives have 
been displayed, which seems 
like a film when a visitor vis-
its the place.

“If we see the pandal from 
the front, it will seem like a 
movie. The lives of sex work-
ers have been displayed in 
the theme. I had this concept 
for many years, and present-
ed it before other organisers, 
but they could not show the 
courage to give it a nod until 
this time,” he said.

Madan Mitra, TMC MLA, 
said, “The celebration is 
showing not only the pride 
of Bengal but also the magic 
of Mamata Banerjee.”

Anjan Paul, Organiser and 
Councillor Baranagar, said, 
“It was challenging for me 
to represent the theme. A lot 
of people are coming to see 
the pandal. I hope people in 
lakhs will throng the place 
in the coming days. I have 
made this pandal to give a 
message that they should 
be included in society. I do 
not collect money. Our tar-
get is to invest Rs 30 lakh in 
the making of the pandal. 
However, the exact number 
will be known only after the 
completion of the puja.”

Silicon Durga idol depicting 
lives of sex workers created

BEHAVIOUR 

REsEARCH sAys FAMILy tIEs GIVE ANIMALs 
REAsONs tO ‘HELP OR HARM’ As tHEy AGE
TDG NeTwork
WAShiNgtoN

New research shows that the struc-
ture of family groups gives animals 
an incentive to help or harm their 
social group as they age.

A team of scientists from 17 insti-
tutions in six countries, led by the 
University of Exeter, examined how 
“relatedness” (strength of genetic 
links to members of a social group) 
changes over a lifetime in seven 
mammal species. This varies from 
species to species, depending on 
whether male or female offspring 
(or both) leave the group into which 
they are born.

For example, male and female 
killer whales both stay in the same 
group as their mother, so females 
have a growing number of close 
relatives (their children and grand-
children) around them as they age.

Other animals, such as female 
spotted hyenas, usually live among 
fewer close relatives as time passes.

Given that all animals have 
evolved to ensure their genes-and 

those of close relatives-survive, 
these long-term changes in related-
ness to the family group give ani-
mals different incentives to engage 
in “helping and harming behaviour 
across the lifespan”.

“We wanted to know how an indi-
vidual’s relatedness to their group 
changes as they age, and what 
consequences this might have for 
behaviour,” said lead author Dr 
Sam Ellis, from Exeter’s Centre for 

Research in Animal Behaviour.
“We made a model to predict these 

changes and then tested it using 
data on banded mongooses, chim-
panzees, badgers, killer whales, 
spotted hyenas, rhesus macaques, 
and yellow baboons. Our model 
fitted the real data. This is excit-
ing because it allows us to predict 
how and why social behaviours can 
change with age.”

The “ultimate payoff” of behav-
iour for animals depends on how 
each behaviour affects an individ-
ual and her relatives. When living 
in a group of close genetic relatives, 
it might be in an animal’s interest 
to behave in a way that helps the 
whole group.

However, when living among less 
related or unrelated individuals, 
the best strategy could be selfish or 
even harmful behaviour.

“Our findings suggest that incen-
tives to help or harm the group 
change with age, depending on the 
social structure of each species,” Dr 
Ellis said.

Professor Darren Croft said: 

“Across a wide range of species, we 
see age-related changes in helping 
and harming behaviour, which 
can also differ between males and 
females. Our new work shows that 
understanding how relatedness to 
the family group changes with age 
is key in understanding how the in-
centives to help or harm the group 
change across the lifespan, which 
can potentially explain these differ-
ences across species and between 
the sexes. This research opens the 
door for future studies by providing 
testable predictions for how pat-
terns of helping and harming will 
change across the lifespan, and we 
eagerly anticipate new work testing 
these predictions.”

Among the species included in the 
study, male spotted hyenas, rhesus 
macaques, and yellow baboons 
usually leave their birth group once 
they reach maturity.

In chimpanzees, female offspring 
leave the group, while in killer 
whales and mongooses, both sexes 
usually stay in the group into which 
they were born.  

When Anil Kapoor gave 
‘jhakkas’ twist to dandiya

ENtERtAINMENt

TDG NeTwork
MuMbAi

Actor Anil Kapoor extended 
heartfelt Navratri greetings 
to everyone in a filmy way. 
Taking to Instagram, Anil 
posted a particular sequence 
from his 1988 film Tezaab in 
which he is seen performing 
dandiya.

Recalling how the par-
ticular sequence was filmed 
“smoothly and effortless-
ly” in just one night, 
he wrote, “Happy 
Navratri  to one 
and all! This time 
of year always 
takes me back to 
this scene from 
Tezaab, con-
ceptualised so 
beautifully by 
N. Chandra. I’ll 
never forget how 
smoothly and ef-
fortlessly we shot this 
entire dandiya scene 
in one night. One of my 

favourite memories of this 
happy festival. “

Tezaab featured Anil Ka-
poor in the lead role along-
side Madhuri Dixit.

Reacting to Anil’s video of 
performing dandiya, film-

maker and cho-
reographer 
Farah Khan 
comment-
ed, “Papaji 

tussi 
great 
ho.”

“Ekdum jhakkas,” a social 
media user wrote.

Meanwhile, on the work 
front, Anil recently wrapped 
up his shoot for the much-
awaited Indian remake of 
‘The Night Manager’, which 
is an espionage thriller that 
has a tense cat-and-mouse 
chase between a covert agent 
and a secret arms dealer.

The 2016 series features 
Tom Hiddleston in the lead 
role. In the remake, Anil 
will essay the role that was 
originally played by Hugh 
Laurie. It will also feature 
Aditya Roy Kapur and Sob-
hita Dhulipala in lead roles. 
The original British series 
became a massive hit across 

the globe and earned 
several awards at the 

74th Golden Globe 
Awards.
Anil will also be 

seen sharing screen 
space with Hrithik Roshan 
and Deepika Padukone in 
the action-packed ‘Fighter’.  Anil kapoor

FIVE OF tHE wEIRDEst ItEMs 
FOR AUCtION
You might have searched online for items like a re-
frigerator, an air conditioner, or perhaps a valuable 
and exquisite painting when it comes to auctions. 
but some of the artefacts that have been put up for 
auction across the world go far beyond what you 
could possibly imagine. here are five of the most 
bizarre and weirdest things ever put up for auction.

BRAD pITT AnD AngELInA 
JOLIE’S BREATh
in 2010, a jar of breathed air from the for-
mer hollywood couple, brat Pitt and An-

gelina Jolie, was put up for auction on ebay. Some 
relevant questions that people still have include how 
the air was kept in the jar and how one can prove 
that the air inside it is their breath. Well, ‘celebrity 
air’ was quite the craze in 2010. the jar sold for $523 
at auction.

AIR fROM A KAnYE WEST 
cOncERT
in August 2021, a plastic bag labelled as’ 
AiR FRoM DoNDA DRoP ‘was auctioned 

on ebay. the air, according to the seller, came from 
Kanye West’s DoNDA DRoP concert. the seller 
stated that he had attended the concert at the 
Mercedes-benz Stadium in Atlanta and had added 
air from that event to the zip bag. on ebay, the plas-
tic bag fetched $7,600.

BAnAnA TApED TO A WALL
this is the silliest of them all. the auction 
also included a banana that had been 
duct taped to a wall. At Miami’s Art basel, 

the banana was purchased for $120,000. the taped 
banana, called “art,” was made by italian artist 
Maurizio Cattelan and was given the name ‘the 
Comedian’.

A DEAD ShARK In 
fORMALDEhYDE
Charles Saatchi sold Damien hirst’s 
pickled shark for over £7 million. Form-

aldehyde was used to preserve a 14-foot-long tiger 
shark. it was first shown in 1992 at Saatchi’s gallery 
in london. it was titled ‘the Physical impossibility of 
Death in the Mind of a living Person’.

ABRAhAM LIncOLn’S hAIR 
A lock of President Abraham lincoln’s 
hair and a telegram smeared with his 
blood sold for more than $81,000 at an 

auction in Dallas, texas. on 15 April 1865, the day 
after John Wilkes booth shot President lincoln at 
Ford’s theatre in Washington, DC, a 2-inch lock of 
the president’s hair was clipped during a postmor-
tem.

— SNoBAr 

Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie



amid challenges

StatuS of the IndIan 
economy 

Source: unsplash

The rise in the global prices of oil is delaying the post Covid recovery of India.

as Indians head into 
the festive season 
for the year, alarm-

ingly increasing prices of food 
items and rising unemploy-
ment in august have raised 
concerns about the state of 
the Indian economy over the 
last few months. the econo-
my recovered from the eco-
nomic impact of the covid-19 

pandemic much faster than 
most other countries in 2021. 
In 2022, the increase in pri-
vate consumption along with 
the revival of growth sectors 
such as travel, tourism, and 
hospitality along with in-
vestments in infrastructure, 
technology services, and 
manufacturing contributed 
to an optimistic outlook of the 
growth rate in the economy 
for the 2022-23 financial year. 
however, challenges such 
as a major heatwave which 
impacted crop production, 

high inflation due to high oil 
prices, increasing geopolitical 
tensions between Russia and 
ukraine, and depreciation 
of the rupee are factors that 
have proven to be challenging 
to the growth of the Indian 
economy so far this year. as 
we head into the 2022 festive 
season, let us have a look at 
some of the major economic 
indicators, including infla-
tion, unemployment, and 
what they signal for the state 
of the Indian economy mov-
ing forward.

Shreya MaSkara

Source: unsplash

The Indian Rupee is doing better than the Euro, British Pound and the Japanese Yen, against the 
American Dollar in 2022. 

Source: wikimedia

The Finance Ministry headed by Nirmala Sitharaman has provided continuous fiscal support to the Indian 
economy throughout 2021 and 2022. 

In 2022 so far, inflation has re-
mained above the Reserve Bank 
of India’s (RBI) target upper limit 
of 6 per cent, surging to a high of 7 
per cent in august last month. the 
rate of inflation in the country had 
fallen from a high of 7.8 per cent 
in april this year to 7.01 per cent 
in June and further to 6.71 per cent 
in July after the RBI introduced 
a series of repo rate cuts to ease 
the inflationary pressures on the 
economy. however, despite this, 
inflation in august was recorded 
at 7 per cent, driven by an increase 

in food prices, which comprises 
60 per cent of the basket of goods 
in the consumer Price Index 
(cPI). In the food category for the 
month of august, inflation was 
recorded at 7.6 per cent, driven by 
an increase in the prices of cereals, 
milk, fruits, and vegetables. econ-
omists also state that with kharif 
production this year predicted to 
be relatively lower, food prices are 
likely to increase further. overall, 
the inflationary pressure on the 
economy also seems broad-based, 
as all segments have recorded an 

inflation rate of above 6 per cent 
for august. 

the inflation rate in 2022 so 
far has been considerably higher 
than the last financial year, dur-
ing which the average inflation 
in India was 5.13 per cent, a de-
cline of around 1.49 per cent from 
2020. this was attributed to the 
sharp rise in commodity prices 
worldwide, driven by supply 
change disruptions caused by the 
coVId-19 pandemic. Prices of 
crude oil and vegetable oil (both 
of which are major exports in the 

global market) shot up, while met-
al prices were at a 10-year high 
along with rising freight costs and 
overall food prices.

as per predictions by deutsche 
Bank, India’s headline retail in-
flation is likely to rise further to a 
five-month high of 7.4 percent in 
September, due to the rising pric-
es of food and vegetables. experts 
also state that the RBI is likely to 
raise interest rates for the fourth 
time in a row on 30th September 
in order to help lower inflationary 
pressures on the economy. 

amid sURging inFlaTiOn, aRe hOUsehOlds 
wORRied as we head inTO The FesTive seasOn?
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For the 2022-23 financial year, the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) predicted a growth forecast of 9 per cent, 
while the Economic Survey announced in February 2022, 
pegged the same at 8-8.5 per cent. However, following the 
first quarter of the financial year, the IMF cut down this 
estimate to 8.2 per cent in April and then further to 7.4 per 
cent in July 2022. Several other banks, including Goldman 
Sachs have lowered the economic growth predictions for 
India from 7.2 per cent to 7 per cent, while the Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB) has also slashed predictions to the 
same. 

The Governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Shak-
tikanta Das, has strongly maintained his forecast of 7.2 
per cent GDP growth rate for the 2022-23 financial year. 
A combination of factors, including rising interest rates 
to combat inflation, uneven monsoon season, and overall 

global slowdown in economic growth are all likely to con-
tinue to have an impact on the growth of the Indian econo-
my in the next few months.  

Contributing reports by Yuvraaj 
Singh Rahal and Shubhangi Jain, 
Junior Research Associates at  
PolStrat, Sankalp Mishra, Meherin 
Singh Kalsey, Mihikaa Singal, Ishani 
Garg, Research Interns at PolStrat.

Growth Forecast

hiGhest unemployment rate recorded in auGust 
In 2022 so far, the highest 
rate of unemployment was 
recorded in August at 8.28 
per cent, while the lowest 
rate was recorded at the 
beginning of the year in 
January at 6.56 per cent. 
Overall, the average rate 
of unemployment in 2021 

was 5.98 per cent, while 
the number was 8 per cent 
in 2020. The unemploy-
ment rate recorded in Au-
gust was the highest it has 
been in a year. For the same 
month, the employment 
rate also declined from 37.6 
per cent to 37.3 per cent. 

As per data by the Cen-
tre for Monitoring Indian 
Economy Pvt. Ltd. (CMIE), 
the unemployment rate in 
urban areas (around 8 per 
cent) is usually higher than 
that in rural areas (around 
7 per cent). However, for 
the month of August, the 

unemployment rate in ur-
ban areas was around 9.6 
per cent, while the rural 
unemployment rate was 
around 7.7 per cent. While 
unemployment varies sig-
nificantly by state, the high-
est rates were recorded in 
Haryana at 37.3 per cent, 

followed by Jammu and 
Kashmir at 32.8 per cent, 
Rajasthan at 31.4 per cent, 
Jharkhand at 17.3 per cent, 
and Tripura at 16.3 per cent.

CMIE data also revealed 
that the decline in the la-
bour market is due to a 
decline in salaried jobs 

along with an increase in 
the number in the labour 
force. As per the data, for 
the month of August, the 
Indian labour force grew 
by 4 million, while the la-
bour market lost around 
2.1 million jobs, causing an 
increase in the total unem-

ployed to 35.6 million. It is 
important to note that the 
overall decline in salaried 
jobs in particular stands 
at 4.6 million, the lowest it 
has been in 15 months. The 
agricultural sector also lost 
11 million jobs in the month 
of August. However, non-

farm services and informal 
jobs increased by around 2 
million. Given the onset of 
the festive season, salaried 
jobs are expected to rise 
back up to over 80 million 
in September, which is pre-
dicted to absorb the growth 
in the labour force.

Source: pixabay

The rise in agricultural commodity prices and low agricultural output due to heat waves have bumped up inflation.

will the rupee continue to decline? 
On 26th September, the rupee depreciated to an all-time low 
of 81.50 against the US dollar as markets closed on Monday. 
The average exchange rate for the US dollar in 2022 was at 
around 74.13 rupees, while in 2021 this was at around 73.9 ru-
pees. However, so far in 2022, the average exchange rate has 
gone up to 78.29 rupees. The decline of the rupee against the 
US dollar is not isolated, it comes in line with the massive fall 
of global currencies against the dollar continuing in the global 
market. The value of the US dollar against other major cur-
rencies has reached the highest level since the early 2000s. 
The major reason for this is the high rate of interest being of-
fered by the Federal Reserve in order to combat inflationary 
pressures in the United States economy. 

In a written statement to the parliament in July earlier this 

year, Indian Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman attributed 
the rupee’s fall to various external factors such as the ongoing 
Russia-Ukraine war, increasing prices of crude oil and the 
tightening of global financial conditions. The depreciation 
of the Indian rupee can be attributed to these factors. As per 
the Japanese financial holding company Nomura, for every 
$1 increase in the price of oil, India’s import bill increases 
by $2.1 billion. Market analysts from the investment bank 
Goldman Sachs predict that as geopolitical conditions con-
tinue to remain unpredictable in the next few months and the 
Federal Reserve continues tightening its policy, the rupee will 
likely continue weakening in the next few months. The bank 
forecasts the Indian currency will continue to be in the 80-81 
range per dollar for the next three to six months.
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36th national games

underdogs Kerala confident of 
bagging 10-15 medals in athletics
Despite having brought along a largely 
developmental squad for the 36th Na-
tional Games, Kerala is confident about 
winning 10-15 medals in athletics, a dis-
cipline in which the southern state is a 
veritable powerhouse.

Speaking just before the squad 
boarded the train for Gujarat from the 
Thiruvananthapuram Central railway 
station, Kerala’s chief athletics coach, C. 
Vinayachandran, said that they were 
unable to field all their top athletes for 
a plethora of reasons.

Nonetheless, he believes the squad has 
enough star power to shine on the IIT 
Gandhinagar track and field stadium, 
where athletics competition will begin 

on September 30.
Vinayachandran, who has mentored 

Kerala’s upcoming athletes for a while, 
offhand cited the names of CWG 2022 
silver medalist Murali Sreeshankar, 
Nayana James, Ancy Sojan (all long 
jump), Arun AB, Sandra Babu (both 
triple jump), quarter-miler Arathi R, 
Angel P Devasia (high jump), Mareena 
George (heptathlon), both women’s re-
lay teams, the men’s 4x100 relay team, 
etc. among those who could end up on 
the podium.

The coach, however, did not specify 
the colour of the medals his wards 
could bring back to “God’s own coun-
try.”

He also revealed that there would be 
some major absentees despite the ath-
letes’ names figuring in the Kerala entry 

list. “There are ups and downs, but we 
have to take it in our stride,” he opined.

The athletes underwent a ten-day 
training camp at the Lakshmibai Na-
tional College of Physical Education 
in the Kerala capital, about which the 
coach expressed satisfaction.

A listed elite coach in the Kerala State 
Sports Council who imparts train-
ing at a college in Changanassery, Vi-
nayachandran, lamented the fact that 
due to official compulsions, many of 
Kerala’s star athletes will be competing 
in the colours of the Service at the Na-
tional Games.

“Quite a few of our athletes have been 
absorbed by the services, including the 
two recent CWG medal-winning triple 
jumpers Eldhose Paul and Abdulla 
Aboobacker,” he pointed out.
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first time

Five days before the start of 
the National Games swim-
ming competition in the Sar-
dar Patel Swimming Com-
plex in Rajkot, India’s best 
swimmer Srihari Nataraj 
insists that competing in the 
National Games already feels 
different since it will be a big-
ger and better experience, 
even though the same set 
of swimmers who compete 
regularly at the national level 
will be vying for honours.

“The National Games is a 
whole new meet to me,” said 
Srihari Natraj, who will be 

competing in his first-ever 
National Games.

“I am glad Gujarat stepped 
in to host the National Games 
after seven years. It has been 
a long wait for all of us,” 
said Srihari Natraj, who fin-
ished fifth and seventh in 
the 50-meter and 100-me-
ter backstroke events in the 
2022 Commonwealth Games 
in Birmingham recently.

Srihari Natraj, however, 
doesn’t have happy memo-
ries of Rajkot, where he last 
competed 10 years ago, but 
is confident that things are 
different this time around. 
“I do not remember much 
from the National Sub-Ju-

nior Championships in 2012. 
But it was the only national 
championship in my life that 
I did not medal in. That’s not 
going to be the case this time, 
for sure. It will seem like a 
new city for me.”

Though Srihari Natraj did 
not participate in the 2015 

National Games, he remem-
bers Sajan Prakash domi-
nating the pool with six gold 
medals then. He has also 
read about the time when 
Virdhawal Khade won eight 
golds, including in the 50m 
and 100m backstroke events, 
at the 2011 Ranchi National 
Games.

Srihari Natraj is also aware 
that the Best Athlete of the 
National Games has almost 
always emerged from the 
swimming pool. Though, 
he is not conceding a walk-
over to Sajan Prakash, the 
21-year-old thinks the senior 
swimmer may edge him out 
in the race.

The National Games is a whole 
new meet to me: Srihari Natraj 

Srihari Natraj
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i draW lessons from my mistaKes and 
maKe amendments: harmeet desai

Harmeet Desai has 
emerged as the 
young “Golden 

Boy” of Indian Table Ten-
nis, clinching gold for his 
state of Gujarat for the first 
time in National Games his-
tory. He was the one who 
won two consecutive gold 
medals at the CWG 2022 
and has recently captured 
the attention of nations with 
his scintillating performance 
at the National Games 2022 
in Gujarat.

He spoke exclusively to The 
Daily Guardian. Here are the 
excerpts. 

Q. Since when do you play 
table tennis? Ever since you 
started playing, did you even 
have an idea that you would 
brighten the name of Gujarat 
and the country?

A. So I started playing at the 
age of 6, and I never thought 
that I would be able to play 
so well or reach this level. I 
enjoyed the sport, and I start-
ed at a very, very young age, 
and I even couldn’t reach 
the height of the table at 
that time. So it became my 
passion very soon after I 
started playing table ten-
nis, and I just wanted 
to enjoy the sport and 
give my best shot ev-
ery time I entered the 
court. And somehow, 
with a lot of hard work, 
dedication, patience, and 
also a little bit of luck, I man-
aged to reach this landmark.

Q. What thoughts come to your 

mind when you have a match?
A. Yeah, so actually, before 

the match, there are many 
thoughts coming to my 
head, and it always happens 
to players around the world, 
and I get nervous. But I’ve 
been used to it, as I’ve been 
handling it for so many years. 
I like the pressure, and I’ve 
been able to play well when 
there is more and more pres-
sure on me. So, I enjoy play-
ing during those times, and 
also before the match, I try 
to plan my strategy, which is 
how I’m going to approach 
the match, and also I try to 
read my opponent’s game 
through some videos or 
past meetings. 
I draw les-
sons from 
my mistakes 
and make 
amend-
ments ac-
cordingly. 
So these are 
the kind 

of things I try to think about 
before the match.

Q. What do you do to keep your 
morale strong before a match? 
Do you have a game plan al-
ready set, or do you prepare a 
game plan based on the game of 
the opposing player?

A. Yeah, so it’s really im-
portant to keep yourself 
positive during difficult 
situations and especially be-
fore a match. So I tend to be 
very positive, keep my body 
in an energetic mode, and 
I’m always looking forward 
to playing good matches, 
so whenever I have tough 
opponents, I try to strat-
egize against them. I try to 
learn their weaknesses and 
strengths. And accordingly, 
I created my game plan. 
And like I said previously, 
I also watch some of their 
games. Always, I’m trying 
to keep my body language 

really good, even if I’m ner-
vous. I never try to show my 

opponent, so I practise 
these small tech-

niques before 
a match to 
always 
achieve a 
win-win 
situation.

Q .  We 
have come 

to know that 
you love to 
eat sweets. 
But when 
you play in 

a big tourna-
ment, how do you 

control the urge to eat 
the same thing?

A. Yeah, I like to eat a lot 
of sweets, but it’s really im-
portant that I keep myself 
fit, and before tournaments 
or important matches I tend 
to keep myself away from eat-
ing sweets because it slows 
you down. And this is one 
of the reasons that I refrain 
from eating sweets or sug-
ary items, and that has been 
working well for me in the 
past few years. Also, as I’m 
growing older, I need to keep 
my body fit and lean so that 
I’m able to move well and 
compete with the younger 
opponents and also extend 
my career as long as possible.

Q. What kind of encourage-
ment is given by the Gujarat gov-
ernment to table tennis games?

A. The support from the 
Gujarat government has been 
encouraging, and since 2009 
they have been supporting 
me through the Shaktidoot 
scheme. And then they 
started the Khel Pratibha 
Puraskar and many such 
initiatives, which have been 
helping all the table tennis 
players and other sportsper-
sons in the state. And Gujarat 
has come a long way in the 
last eight to ten years, with 
Gujarati athletes proving 
themselves on major stages 
such as the Commonwealth 
Games, Asian Games, and 
Olympics, where we had a 
very small number of par-
ticipants. But Gujarat has 
been doing quite well in the 
recent past. So also, now that 
the national games have been 
organised in a great way, I feel 
that Gujarat will improve.Harmeet Desai
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Magnus Carlsen accuses American 
grandmaster Hans Niemann of cheating

Magnus Carlsen and Hans Niemann

Under fire from the chess 
fraternity for allegedly 
cheating against Hans Nie-
mann of the USA, World 
Champion Magnus Carlsen 
has come up with his ver-
sion and accused the for-
mer of cheating, which 
forced him to take such un-
precedented steps.

The Norwegian took to 
twitter to issue a state-
ment on why he withdrew 
from his games against the 
American.

“At the 2022 Sinquefield 
Cup, I made the unprec-
edented professional de-
cision to withdraw from 
the tournament after my 
round-three game against 
Hans Niemann. A week 
later during the Champi-
ons Chess Tour, I resigned 
against Hans Niemann af-
ter playing only one move,” 
the statement from Carlsen 
read.

“I know that my actions 
have frustrated many in 
the chess community. I am 
frustrated. I want to play 
chess. I want to continue 
to play chess at the highest 
level in the best events,” he 
added.

During the third round of 

the game against Niemann 
at the Sinquefield Cup, 
Carlsen succumbed to a 
shock defeat to the Ameri-
can.

Following that, he with-
drew from the event, and 
last week, he once again re-
signed after just one move 
against Niemann at Julius 
Baer Generation Cup. Nie-
mann is behind Carlsen by 
almost 200 Elo points, a 
measure used to calculate 
the relative skill level of 
chess players.

Carlsen said that cheat-
ing is a big deal and poses 
an “existential threat” to the 
game.

“I also believe that chess 
organisers and all those 

who care about the sanctity 
of the game we love should 
seriously consider increas-
ing security measures and 
methods of cheat detection 
for over-the-board chess.”

“When Niemann was in-
vited at the last minute to 
the 2022 Sinquefield Cup, 
I strongly considered with-
drawing prior to the event. 
I ultimately chose to play.”

“I believe that Niemann 
has cheated more—and 
more recently—than he 
has publicly admitted. His 
over-the-board progress 
has been unusual, and 
throughout our game, in 
the Sinquefield Cup, I had 
the impression that he was 
not tense or even fully con-

centrating on the game in 
critical positions, while 
outplaying me as black in a 
way I think only a handful 
of players can do. This game 
contributed to changing my 
perspective,” Carlsen al-
leged.

The 19-year-old grand-
master has admitted to 
cheating twice, as per 
Chess.com, when he was 
12 and 16 years of age. How-
ever, he regrets that.

“We must do something 
about cheating, and for my 
part going forward, I do not 
want to play against people 
that have cheated repeat-
edly in the past, because I 
do not know what they are 
capable of doing in the fu-
ture,” added Carlsen in his 
statement.

“There is more that I 
would like to say. Unfor-
tunately, at this time I am 
limited in what I can say 
without explicit permission 
from Niemann to speak 
openly. So far, I have only 
been able to speak with my 
actions, and those actions 
have stated clearly that I 
am not willing to play chess 
with Niemann. I hope that 
the truth on this matter 
comes out, whatever it may 
be,” the world champion 
concluded.

thrashed
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India suffered a 0-3 de-
feat at the hands of hosts 
Vietnam in their second 

and final match of the Hung 
Thinh Friendly Football 
Tournament at the Thing 
Nhat Stadium here on Tues-
day. The opening exchanges 
saw India get off on the front 
foot, winning the first corner 
of the game, one that Sunil 
Chhetri swung in for An-
irudh Thapa, who was lurk-
ing inside the six-yard box, 
but the ball evaded the latter.

At the other end, Nguyen 
Cong Phuong of Vietnam 
was played into the Indian 
box on the left and was look-
ing to put in a dangerous cut-
back, but Blue Tigers center-
back Sandesh Jhingan was on 
hand to avert the danger.

The hosts did not take too 
long to jump into the lead 
when a clearance from a 
Vietnam corner fell kindly 
for Phan Van Duc, who did 
well to volley it home with his 
back turned toward the goal, 
giving his side the lead on the 
10th minute.

Despite the lead, Vietnam 
did not sit back, looking to 
score their second of the 
night, but that also created 
gaps at the back. Akash 

Mishra and Ashique Ku-
runiyan combined on the 
left to create a wonderful 
opportunity for India in the 
26th minute. Mishra soared 
up the left and fed it through 
to Ashique in the box. The 
latter took a touch and sent 
in a left-footed volley, which 
went wide.

Sahal Abdul Samad had a 
great opportunity around 
the half-hour mark when 
Udanta played it to him inside 
the box. He stepped past his 
marker and tried to cross it, 
but the ball went straight to 
Vietnam goalkeeper Tran 
Nguyen Manh.

Vietnam made a couple of 
changes at the start of the 

second half, and it was sec-
ond-half substitute Nguyen 
Van Toan who doubled their 
lead four minutes into the 
second half. Giving chase af-
ter an aerial ball, Van Toan 
barged past Indian center-
back Anwar Ali, entered the 
box, and slipped it into the 
bottom corner.

Stimac soon introduced 
some fresh legs into the fray, 
looking to change India’s 
fortunes, as Brandon Fer-
nandes, Liston Colaco, and 
Roshan Singh were brought 
on for Chhetri, Udanta, and 
Chinglensana, with around 
25 minutes of regulation time 
to go.

While these substitutions 

did allow India to gain a bit 
more control of possession in 
the middle of the park, that 
also left spaces behind, which 
is exactly what Vietnam ex-
ploited for their third goal 
of the night. Bui Hoang Viet 
Ahn’s cross from the right 
was headed clear by Jhingan, 
but Nguyen Van Quyet got on 
the stray ball and smashed it 
home.

India threw bodies forward 
in the closing stages, and a 
cross by substitute Brandon 
Fernandes directed towards 
Sandesh Jhingan inside the 
Vietnam box created some 
excitement, but the latter’s 
header was straight at the 
keeper.

IndIa goes down 0-3 agaInst VIetnam 
in an international friendly 

stellar performance
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shubman gIll 
regIsters 
maIden 
century In 
county crIcket

Shubman Gill

Indian opener Shubman Gill 
scored a scintillating 119 to reg-
ister his maiden century in the 
County Championship here on 
Tuesday.

Playing against Sussex, the 
23-year-old took 123 balls to 
reach the three-figure mark to 
help Glamorgan to a healthy to-
tal in the crucial match. Glam-
organ are currently eight points 
behind second-placed Middle-
sex and need a win to stay in the 
hunt to earn promotion to the 
top tier of the county champi-
onship from Division Two.

Shubman, a regular for In-
dia in red-ball cricket, played a 
total of 139 deliveries, and his 
innings at the top of the order 
consisted of 16 fours and two 
huge hits over the fence.

Gill had made his debut for 
the English county against 
Worcestershire earlier this 
month and scored 92.

The Punjab batter has scored 
a total of 3002 first-class career 
runs in 37 matches with the 
help of seven centuries and 16 
fifties at an average of 52.66.


