
In a major decision, the 
Central Government on 
Wednesday declared the 

Popular Front of India (PFI) 
and its associates or affiliates 
or fronts as an ‘unlawful as-
sociation’ with immediate ef-
fect for a period of five years 
under the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act. The Union 
government also directed all 
States and the Union Ter-
ritories (UTs) to “exercise” 
powers of UAPA against 
the outfit and its affiliates. 
“PFI and its associates or 
affiliates or fronts operate 
openly as a socio-economic, 
educational and political 
organization but, they have 

been pursuing a secret agen-
da to radicalize a particular 
section of the society work-
ing towards undermining 
the concept of democracy 
and show sheer disrespect 
towards the constitutional 
authority and constitutional 
set up of the country,” said a 
government notification. 

The notification further 
said PFI and its associates or 
affiliates or fronts have been 
indulging in unlawful activi-
ties, which are prejudicial to 
the integrity, sovereignty and 
security of the country and 
have the potential to disturb 
public peace and commu-
nal harmony of the country 
and support militancy in the 
country. 

It added some of the PFI’s 
founding members are the 
leaders of the Students Is-
lamic Movement of India 
(SIMI) and PFI has linkages 
with Jamat-ul-Mujahideen 
Bangladesh (JMB), both of 
which are proscribed organ-
isations. 

There had been a number 
of instances of international 
linkages of PFI with global 
terrorist groups like the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and Syria 
(ISIS); the PFI and its asso-
ciates or affiliates or fronts 
have been working covertly 
to increase the radicaliza-
tion of one community by 
promoting a sense of insecu-
rity in the country, which is 
substantiated by the fact that 

some PFI cadres have joined 
international terrorist organ-
isations, said the notification. 

“The Central Government, 
having regard to the above 
circumstances, is of the firm 
opinion that it is necessary 
to declare the PFI and its as-
sociates or affiliates or fronts 
as an unlawful association 
with immediate effect, and 
accordingly, in the exercise of 
the powers conferred by the 
proviso to sub-section (3) of 
section 3 of the said Act, the 
Central Government hereby 
directs that this notification 
shall, subject to any order 
that may be made under sec-
tion 4 of the said Act, have ef-
fect for a period of five years 
from the date of its publica-

tion in the Official Gazette,” 
it said.  

In a follow up notification 
issued by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs, the Centre 
asked state governments 
and UTs to use the powers of 
UAPA against its associates 
or affiliates or fronts includ-
ing Rehab India Foundation 
(RIF), Campus Front of India 
(CFI), All India Imams Coun-
cil (AIIC), National Confeder-
ation of Human Rights Orga-
nization (NCHRO), National 
Women’s Front, Junior Front, 
Empower India Foundation 
and Rehab Foundation, 
Kerala. These PFI affiliates 
have also been banned by 
the Centre for five years un-
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The ban will be effective under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act.
Incriminating documents 
seized from PFI during 
search operations at the offic-
es of the outfit and residences 
of its office bearers revealed 
that it has thousands of ac-
tive members in Gulf coun-
tries. As per inputs available 
with the NIA and ED, the PFI 
has been raising and collect-
ing substantial funds from 
abroad in a 

well-organized and struc-

tured manner.
PFI is also accused of rais-

ing funds abroad and their 
transfer to India through 
clandestine and illegal chan-
nels. Top sources in NIA told 
The Daily Guardian that as an 
organization, PFI has main-
tained that it is their “estab-
lished policy not to accept 
foreign funds for its activi-
ties”. However, the fact was 
that the collection of funds 
by PFI abroad and their ille-
gal remittance in India was 

AICC General Secretary in 
charge of Congress in Raj-
asthan, Ajay Maken seems 
to have worsened and com-
plicated the matter for the 
party in the state. After fail-
ing to control the situation, 
Maken’s image suffered yet 
another setback.

Rajasthan’s situation was 
bordering on what hap-
pened in Punjab and Delhi. 
It is the Congress legislators 
who finally came to rescue. 
After the truth came to the 
fore, all the senior leaders 
and the Gandhi family’s 
loyalist Sam Pitroda inter-
vened and defended Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot. All 
of them were of the view 

that the majority should 
not be ignored. That is why 
Congress interim chief So-
nia Gandhi decided to meet 
Gehlot on Thursday. The 
final picture will be clear 
on the presidential election 
only after this meeting.  

However, Maken is being 
blamed, and rightly so, for 
whatever happened in Raj-
asthan over the last few days. 
Sources say that Maken 
could have prevented the 
situation from worsening 
if he had even a bit of po-
litical understanding. Amid 
the crisis, Maken on the 
contrary tried to somehow 
get the “one line resolution” 
passed. 

After this, Maken’s role 
is now under suspicion. 

The government on Tuesday 
appointed Lt General Anil 
Chauhan (retired) as the 
new Chief of Defence Staff 
(CDS). He had retired as the 

Eastern Army Commander 
in May last year and was 
serving as the Military Ad-
visor to the National Security 
Council. 

This is the first time that a 
retired officer has been ap-
pointed at this position for 

which a gazette notification 
was issued to announce the 
change in rules for the ap-
pointment. In a career span-
ning over nearly 40 years, 
Lt Gen Chauhan has held 
several command, staff and 
instrumental appointments 

and had extensive experi-
ence in counter-insurgency 
operations in Jammu and 
Kashmir and northeast In-
dia. 

He will also function as 
Secretary to the  Government 

The government on Wednesday extended Pradhan Man-
tri Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana (PMGKAY) for three more 
months so that poor and vulnerable sections are supported 
for the major festivals including Navratri, Dussehra, Milad-
un-nabi, Deepawali, Chhath pooja, Gurunanak Dev Jayanti 
and Christmas. 

In a tweet, the Prime Minister Narendra Modi later said 
the Union Cabinet’s decision to extend the Pradhan Man-
tri Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana 

dIgvIjaya sIngh 
In The Fray 
For Congress 
PresIdenT?
New Delhi: with only 
two days left for filing 
nomination for Congress 
president elections and 
no form having been filled 
seemingly due to the Raj-
asthan crisis, senior party 
leader Digivjaya Singh has 
apparently decided to 
contest the polls. “i had 
no plans to come to Delhi, 
but because of this elec-
tion, i am coming to Del-
hi,” Singh has said. The 
former Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister is coming 
to Delhi on wednesday 
night and may file the 
nominations for the pres-
ident’s post on Thursday. 
Singh has said that he has 
not talked to the Gandhi 
family members but he 
has decided to fight elec-
tions and file a nomina-
tion.

IndIa-U.s. 
dIsCUss 
Indo-PaCIFIC 
IssUes 
waShiNGToN: ex-
ternal affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar met the 
Director of National 
intelligence avril haines 
and held discussions to 
boost further india-US 
strategic partnership. “a 
pleasure to catch up with 
an old friend, US Director 
of National intelligence 
avril haines, this morn-
ing. The conversation 
covered working together 
to further india-US stra-
tegic partnership,” Jais-
hankar tweeted. earlier, 
Jaishankar met white 
house National Security 
advisor Jack Sullivan 
and discussed a myriad 
of issues including the 
Ukraine war and a free 
and open indo-Pacific 
amid Chinese assertive-
ness in the region.

top of the day

The Centre Government 
on Wednesday appointed 
senior Advocate R Venkata-
ramani as the new Attorney 
General of India. 

The appointment of Ven-
kataramani is for a period 
of three years. The Centre 
Government issued a no-
tification in regards to the 
appointment of a new At-
torney General of India.

The notification issued 

by the Ministry of Law and 
Justice states, “The Presi-
dent is pleased to appoint 
R Venkataramani, Senior 
Advocate as Attorney Gen-
eral for India for a period of 
three years from the date he 
enters upon his office. 

Senior Advocate R Ven-
kataramani is an eminent 
advocate of the Supreme 
Court and has appeared in 

In a major jolt to the Con-
gress ahead of the Him-
achal Pradesh Assembly 
elections later this year, the 
party’s state unit working 
president, Harsh Mahajan 

joined the Bharatiya Janata 
Party on Wednesday. Ma-
hajan joined the BJP in the 
presence of Union Minister 
Piyush Goyal in the national 
capital. While joining the 
BJP, he said that Congress 
has become “directionless 
and leaderless”. 

He further added, “At the 
national level, the Congress 
Party stands directionless 
and lacking in vision, faced 
with a crisis of leadership, 
tainted by sycophancy and 
corruption. This has trans-
lated into a diminishing 
of its numbers, with some 

of the tallest leaders and 
stalwarts of the Grand Old 
Party being compelled to 
leave its ranks despite years 
of dedicated service to the 
organization.”
“That the party lacks de-
mocracy is a given, with 

Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot will meet 
Congress interim president 
Sonia Gandhi on Thursday 
afternoon following the re-
bellion by his party lawmak-
ers in the state, in the run-up 
to the Congress presidential 
poll. 

Pro-Gehlot Rajasthan 
Minister Pratap Khachari-
yawas said that the CM who 
is arriving in New Delhi on 
Thursday and will meet So-
nia Gandhi. Congress is cur-

rently grappling with the 
political crisis in the state 
over leadership change af-
ter Gehlot emerged as the 
top contender in the party’s 
presidential polls for which 
the process of the nomina-
tion has already begun. 

On Tuesday, Gehlot held an 
informal meeting with a few 
ministers and party MLAs 
at his residence in Jaipur, 
sources said.

Sachin Pilot, a former 
Deputy Chief Minister of the 
State is also in Delhi. 
Amid the ongoing political 

Following the ban on the 
PFI, the Kerala state general 
secretary of the outfit Abdul 
Sattar on Wednesday said 
that the organisation has 
been dissolved. 
“All PFI members and the 
public are informed that 
the PFI has been dissolved. 
MHA has issued a notifica-
tion banning PFI. As law-
abiding citizens of our great 

country, the organization ac-
cepts the decision,” said Sat-
tar. He further said that the 
PFI has requested all mem-
bers to stop their activities. 

Meanwhile, many Mus-
lim organisations across 
the country have come out 
in support of the ban. All 
India Sufi Sajjadanashin 
Councils’ Chairman Sayyed 
Naseeruddin welcomed 
the ban on PFI on behalf of 
the organisation. “The or-
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Tribute to a legend

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath looks at 
displayed pictures based on the life of legendary singer 

Lata Mangeshkar during an exhibition on her 93rd 
birth anniversary, in Ayodhya on Wednesday. ANi
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A Delhi Court on Wednesday 
sent Vijay Nair, communica-
tion strategist of the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) to CBI 
remand for five days for his al-
leged role in the irregularities 
pertaining to the excise policy 

of the Delhi Government.
The same court also sent 

Sameer Mahendru to ED 
remand till 6 October 2022. 
Mahendru, Managing Direc-
tor of Delhi’s Jor Bagh-based 
liquor distributor Indospirit 
Group, was arrested by the 
ED officials this morning. 
Enforcement Directorate 

(ED) has recently filed En-
forcement Case Information 
Report (ECIR) while initiating 
a money laundering probe in 
connection with the CBI FIR 
relating to the framing and ex-
ecution of the Delhi Govern-
ment’s excise policy in which 
Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia is the accused. 
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rajasthan political crisis

money trailing 
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analysis
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various matters as varied as constitutional 
law, environmental law, taxation, tribal rights, 
and child and women’s rights. 

He has represented several state governments, 
the Union government, universities and public sector un-
dertakings in major litigation in the Supreme Court and in 

High Courts. 
Earlier, senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi declined the cen-

tral government’s proposal to be appointed as the next At-
torney General for India.

On September 30, 2022, the term of Senior Advocate K.K. 
Venugopal as Attorney General of India is coming to an end. 

‘pick and choose’ 
stooges calling the shots - the 
politician- bureaucrat- busi-
nessman nexus that runs it 

has sealed its fate with scams and high 
levels of corruption rampant on every 

front. The people of India have seen 
through the party and have repeatedly 
voted it out of power, which is why its 
political space has been occupied by 
others at both the National and State 
levels,” the veteran leader said in a 

written statement.  
“Rahul Gandhi has proved to be lack-
ing in both acumen and maturity. Since 
the party continues to be a family fief-
dom, the party today stands fossilized 
and lacks credibility. 

der UAPA. 
“In exercise of 

the powers con-
ferred by section 

42 of the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967, the 
Central Government hereby 
directs that all powers exer-

cisable by it under section 7 
and section 8 of the said Act 
shall be exercised also by the 
State Government and the 
Union territory Administra-
tion in relation to the above 
said unlawful association.”

A large number of crimi-

nal cases were registered in 
different states over the last 
few years against the PFI and 
its leaders and members for 
their involvement in many 
violent acts. 

The PFI was launched in 
Kerala in 2006. 

turmoil in Raj-
asthan over the 
appointment of 
Ashok Gehlot’s 

successor, Congress leader 
K.C. Venugopal said that 
there is no drama in the state 
and everything will be clear 
in a day or two about who 
will be the next chief minister. 

Venugopal said, “There is 
no drama in Rajasthan. Ev-
erything will be clear in a day 
or two. The media may see 

this as a drama but at least 
you are discussing the INC 
president election. You can-
not discuss the presidential 
election of any other party in 
this country.” The Congress 
leader said that the party is 
carrying forward the election 
for the presidential poll in a 

“democratic manner”. 
“Congress is doing it in a 
very democratic manner, it 
will end in two days smooth-
ly,” he said. 

a lso  cor-
roborated by one 
of the PFI accused 
K.A. Rauf Sherif 

in his statements recorded 
before the ED.

These foreign funds are 
not reflected in the bank ac-
counts of PFI. It is “evident 
that funds collected by PFI 
abroad are remitted through 
members, activists, office 
bearers of PFI and other re-
lated organizations”, said the 
ED in a remand copy of one of 
the arrested PFI cadres.
“Funds received from over-
seas are concealed from the 
Government authorities and 
statutory compliance for col-
lection of funds abroad and 
their remittance to India have 
not been done by PFI and its 
related organizations as they 
are not registered under the 
Foreign Contribution Regula-

tion Act (FCRA), 1976,” the 
remand copy mentions.

As a part of “criminal con-
spiracy hatched by PFI office 
bearers over the past many 
years, suspicious funds 
from within the country and 
abroad have been raised by 
PFI and related entities and 
have been clandestinely re-
mitted to India in a concealed 
manner and deposited in 
their bank accounts over the 
years”, reads the document 
shared with a special court.
“These funds have been 
raised as a part of the sched-
uled offence of criminal con-
spiracy. The funds so raised 
or collected by PFI are thus 
nothing but proceeds of 
crime which they have lay-
ered, placed and integrated 
through their numerous 
bank accounts as well as 
those of their members and 

sympathizers. Thus PFI and 
its related entities have been 
involved in the continuous 
offence of money launder-
ing over the years.” 

The investigators also re-
ceived inputs that the PFI 
cadres and persons associ-
ated with the outfit used to go 
to mosques, in nearby areas 
to collect donations from the 

‘namaazis’. 
They used to collect do-

nations during Ramzan or 
Ramadaan also whereas, 
sources in the agencies said, 
in the list containing details 
of cash donations submitted 
by PFI, most of the donations 
were for days which were not 
covered during the Ramzan 
period. 
“The PFI members used to 
issue a receipt for the total 
amount collected to the con-
cerned Imam of the mosque 

and deposited the collection 
with office bearers in the 
particular state. However, 
during the course of the in-
vestigation, at a later stage, 
the “bogus nature of cash 
donations was revealed,” re-
veals another remand copy 
of Abdul Muqeet, the Office 
Secretary of Delhi state unit 
of PFI, one of the accused in 
the case.

During the investigation of 
bogus cash donations and 
bank transfers, the agencies 
also found out that complete 
details were not mentioned in 
respect of various donations. 

“For instance, name of donor 
and address were blank or 
incomplete which made it dif-
ficult to locate the donors and 
verify their contributions.” 

The ED, in its investigation 
against Abdul Muqeet, has 
mentioned categorically on 

such donations. 
“During the course of re-
cording of his (Muqeet) 
statement under Section 
50 of Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act, he stated 
that they (persons associ-
ated with PFI) used to go to 
mosques, in nearby areas to 
collect donations from the 
namaazis,” mentions the 
ED remand copy against 
Muqeet. 

The agencies also found 
complete details shared 
in respect of several resi-
dents of particular colonies. 

“Statements of several such 
individuals were recorded 
to verify the credit worthi-
ness and identity of the do-
nors and the genuineness 
of transactions. The indi-
viduals categorically denied 
any association with PFI or 
SDPI and stated that they 

neither made any donation 
to PFI nor did they have the 
financial capacity to do so,” 
informed sources in agen-
cies. 

Similarly, investigation 
with respect to certain PFI 
bank accounts, revealed that 
immediately “prior to sever-
al bank transfers, equivalent 
amounts of cash were depos-
ited in the bank accounts of 
the alleged sympathizers so 
as to project the funds re-
ceived in PFI’s accounts as 
legitimate transfers”. 
“Verification of these indi-
viduals revealed that their 
financial position did not 
justify such contributions. 
Many of them had no knowl-
edge about the source of 
funds deposited in their ac-
counts nor did they have any 
control over their disbursal,” 
mentions the remand copy 

of one other accused linked 
to the PFI. 

Investigation revealed that 
such bank accounts were 
used by local PFI leaders 
and cash was deposited in 
those bank accounts imme-
diately thereafter, equivalent 
amounts were transferred 
from their accounts to PFl’s 
bank account held in the 
same bank. 
“This raises serious doubts 
about the genuineness of 
bank deposits in PFI’s ac-
counts.” 

Hence, the investigation 
found that in “cash deposits 
and bank transfers are not 
genuine transactions” and 
have been affected by PFI 
in order to project the unac-
counted cash raised through 
unknown and suspicious 
sources as untainted and 
legitimate. 

The endgame: Centre bans 
PFI and associates for 5 years

gehlot to meet sonia on 
thUrsday, rahUl aide says matter 
to Be resolved in a day or two

PFI has active members in Gulf who raise funds 

‘pFi accepts govt’s decision, 
organisation dissolved’
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ganisation 
believes that if 
the step has been 
taken to adhere 

to the law and prevent ter-
rorism, everyone should 
show patience towards 
the ban. The governments 
and investigative agencies 
should welcome the deci-
sion,” said a statement by 
the Council. 

The statement added, “If 
the country is safe, then we 
are safe. A country is big-

ger than any organisation 
or ideology. If anyone talks 
about dividing the nation, 
breaking its unity, destroy-
ing the peace, then that per-
son should not be allowed 
to live in the country.” 
“All India Sufi Sajjadan-
ashin Council is committed 
to the unity, peace and sov-
ereignty of the nation and 
will raise its voice in future 
against those opposed to the 
country,” as per the state-
ment. 

The question is why 
Maken was so adamant on 
passing “the resolution”. 
He got angry when MLAs 

refused to entertain any resolution. 
He did not even meet the Chief Minis-
ter, while senior leader Mallikarjuna 
Kharge lent Gehlot a patient hearing 
before returning to Delhi. Both Maken 
and Kharge had been appointed as ob-
servers by the leadership to douse the 
Rajasthan crisis.     

In fact, the MLAs’ anger was justifi-
able, given some revelations that took 
them by surprise later. They wondered 
how the Sachin Pilot’s faction knew 
about the CLP meeting quite before, 
whereas CM, PCC chief and chief whip 
were unaware of this meeting. There 
was a buzz that the swearing-in of a 
new CM will take place on 27-28 Sep-
tember. That’s not all, the MLAs were 
told in a threatening tone that they 
would not remain ministers after 28 
September. 

The banners reading, “Naye Yug ki 
Shuruvat” were seen at various places 
in the state. It is said that Sachin also 
called some MLAs to inform them that 
he was going to be the CM. The media 
also played its role in all that was hap-
pening, by almost confirming the tran-
sition of power in Jaipur. The MLAs 

were also a bit nervous at one point of 
time. Two years ago when the opera-
tion to topple the government was un-
derway, these MLAs remained united 
and thwarted the ‘Operation Lotus’. 
They had outright turned down “the 
bribe of Rs 25-30 crore”, sources 
claimed. 

So, this time round the MLAs were 
upset with the high command trusting 
Sachin Pilot despite his involvement in 
anti-party activities. As a result, these 
legislators boycotted the CLP meeting, 
and submitted their resignations to the 
Speaker. Their demand was that none 
of “the rebels” should be given the CM 
post. The opposition got an opportuni-
ty to tarnish the image of Gehlot, who 
has been the most trusted leader of the 
Gandhi family.

AICC general secretary in-charge 
of organisation, K.C. Venugopal has 
said on Wednesday that the situation 
will be normal in Rajasthan in the next 
couple of days. Hopefully, the situa-
tion will be normal after the nomina-
tion process for Congress the presiden-
tial poll. But Maken’s role in the entire 
development will continue to be ques-
tioned. 

The party suffered a massive existen-
tial crisis in Delhi when Congress was 
being led by Maken. 

The party’s miserable condition is no 
secret in Punjab where he was sent as 
an 

in-charge of the state. He could not 
give the factual information about Raj-
asthan leading to worsening of the cri-
sis there. All eyes will now be on what 
steps the party takes in days to come.      

(PMGKAY) will benefit 
crores of people across India and 
ensure support during this festive 
season. 

“Today’s Cabinet decision to extend the 
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana 
will benefit crores of people across India 
and ensure support during this festive sea-
son,” PM Modi said in a tweet. 

The scheme will continue till December 
this year. Briefing reporters after a meeting 
of union cabinet, Information and Broad-
casting Anurag Thakur said the Cabinet 

has approved the extension of the PMG-
KAY scheme for another three months. 
He said the scheme, which was ending on 
Friday, will now run through 31 December 
2022, Anurag Thakur said. 

An official release said at a time when the 
world is battling with the effects of Covid on 
its decline and insecurity due to various rea-
sons, India has been successfully maintain-
ing food security for its vulnerable sections 
while taking necessary steps to keep avail-
ability and affordability for the common 
man. 

o f  I n d i a , 
Department of 
Military Affairs 
with effect from 

the date of his assumption of 
charge and until further or-
ders, an official release said. 

Lt General Anil Chauhan 
(retired) will be the second 
CDS of the country after Gen 
Bipin Rawat who died in a 
helicopter crash in Decem-
ber last year in Tamil Nadu. 
Born on 18th May 1961, Lt 
Gen Anil Chauhan was com-
missioned into the 11 Gorkha 
Rifles of the Indian Army in 
1981. 

He is an alumnus of the 
National Defence Academy, 
Khadakwasla and Indian 

Military Academy, Dehra-
dun. 

In the rank of Maj General, 
the officer had commanded 
an Infantry Division in the 
critical Baramula sector in 
the Northern Command. 

Later as Lt General, he 
commanded a corps in 
the North East and subse-
quently went to become the 
General Officer Command-
ing-in-Chief of the Eastern 
Command from September 
2019 and held the charge 
until his retirement from the 
service in May 2021. 

In addition to these com-
mand appointments, the of-
ficer also tenanted important 
staff appointments includ-

ing the charge of Director 
General of Military Opera-
tions. 

Earlier, the officer had 
also served as a United Na-
tions mission to Angola. 
He superannuated from the 
Indian Army on 31 May 2021. 

Even after his retirement 
from the Army, he continued 
to contribute to national se-
curity and strategic matters. 

For his distinguished and 
illustrious service in the 
Army, Lt General Anil Chau-
han (retired) was awarded 
the Param Vishisht Seva 
Medal, Uttam Yudh Seva 
Medal, Ati Vishisht Seva 
Medal, Sena Medal and 
Vishisht Seva Medal. 

on the radar

Gautam lahiri

more loyal than 
king 
To become more loyal 
than king, some govern-
ment officials are hyper 
active to show allegiance 
to hindutva ideology. 
Recently, Department of 
Telecom has uploaded 
draft bill on new Telecom 
bill. in the explanatory 
note to the bill it is written 
that ‘spectrum is similiar 
to atma, which is ajar, 
amar as described in 
Bhagawat Gita. like atma, 
spectrum too does not 
have any physical form, 
yet it is omnipresent.’ 
The bill is supposed to be 
discussed in the standing 
committee soon. Some 
Opposition MPs in the 
standing committee was 
wondering about the logic 
behind such an argument 
in the bill. DOT has been 
summoned before the 
standing committee to 
clarify how spectrum is 
‘ajar-amar’. 

gehlot’s 
Uncertain 
FUtUre?
in Congress, loyalty 
matters the most, not 
the seniority or political 
acumen of a leader. Rajas-
than Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot is known to be a 
close confidante of Gandhi 
family. his loyalist leaders 
revolted against the high 
command trying to stall 
Sachin Pilot’s elevation 
as the Chief Minister. 
The open outburst has 
become so embarrass-
ing for the Gandhi family 
that continuation of Ashok 
Gehlot as chief minis-
ter has come under big 
question. if the close circle 
of Sonia Gandhi is to be 
believed then telephone 
call from senior leader 
Kamal Nath to Gehlot may 
speak volume relating to 
leadership in the state. 
it is speculated that high 
command wants Gehlot to 
be replaced soon after the 
election of Congress Pres-
ident. it is also not clear 
whether Pilot will replace 
Gehlot. it may happen that 
a neutral person who is 
neither close to Ghelot nor 
Pilot may fill the blanks. 

meeting 
UnFrUitFUl 
Recently, Chief Minister of 
Bihar Nitish Kumar and 
RJD supremo lalu Prasad 
Yadav met Congress 
President Sonia Gandhi 
for forming a grand alli-
ance of the Opposition. 
The leaders who are privy 
to the nature of discus-
sion believes that Sonia 
showed a very lukewarm 
attitude to the visiting 
leaders. The meeting 
ended within a span of 15 
to 20 minutes which spoke 
a lot about the success of 
the meeting. Apparently, 
Sonia avoided them by 
saying that Congress is 
busy with party’s Presi-
dent elections. At this 
moment they are not very 
interested about dis-
cussing opposition unity. 
insiders feel that Gandhi 
was very upset with the 
recently held Opposition 
conclave in haryana, 
organised by iNlD where 
Congress was not invited. 
Congress is now count-
ing on Rahul Gandhi’s 
successful ‘Bharat Jodo 
Yatra.’

Ashok Gehlot
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Yamuna continues to flow above 
danger mark in delhi

heavY rain

With the regular increase in 
the water level, the Yamuna 
on Wednesday continued to 
flow above the danger mark 
in the national capital.

Although the danger 
mark for the Yamuna is 
205.33 metres, it reached 
the 206.59-meter mark at 7 
a.m. today. Notably, as a re-
sult of heavy rainfall in Delhi 
for three consecutive days, 
the river crossed its danger 
mark on Tuesday afternoon 
after reaching 206.30 me-
ters.

On Tuesday, owing to the 
danger caused by the rise 
in water level, the northern 
railways suspended rail 
traffic over the old Yamuna 
Bridge at 4:00 p.m.

Consequently, a number of 
short-terminated and short-
originated trains were also 

cancelled or diverted by the 
northern railways.

The list of cancelled trains 
included the Delhi-Saha-
ranpur Special, the Delhi-
Saharanpur Express, the 
Delhi-Aligarh Special, the 
Shamli-Delhi Special, the 
Aligarh-Delhi Special, and 
the Panipat-Delhi Special 
(JCO 28.09.22).

The Delhi - Kathgodam 
SK Express via New Delhi 
- Sahibabad, Delhi - Kati-
har Champaran Humsafar 
Express via New Delhi - Sa-
hibabad, Jaiselmer - Jammu 
Tawi Shalimar Express via 
New Delhi - Sahibabad, Am-
ritsar - Katihar Express via 
New Delhi - Sahibabad and 
Delhi - Haridwar Express 
via New Delhi - Sahibabad 
were diverted as per the 
notification from northern 
railways.

The Hazrat Nizamuddin-
Ghaziabad Special was also 

scheduled to take a short 
termination at Delhi, and the 
Aligarh-Delhi Special took it 
at Ghaziabad.

Delhi-Shamli-Saharanpur 
Special from Delhi Shah-
dara, Delhi-Khurja Special 
from Delhi Shahdara, Khur-
ja-Delhi Special from Delhi 
Shahdara, and Saharanpur-
Delhi Special from Delhi 
Shahdara also originated 
shortly, according to the in-
formation received from the 
northern railways.

Meanwhile, due to inces-
sant rains in the national 
capital, many roads have 
been affected by waterlog-
ging, uprooting of trees, and 
potholes.

However, the India Meteo-
rological Department in its 
Delhi forecast for the next 
seven days predicted a partly 
cloudy sky till October 3 and 
generally cloudy skies with 
little rain on October 4.
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Delhi HC grants bail to Chitra 
Ramakrishnan, Anand Subramanian

nse co-location scam

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday granted bail to 
former National Stock Ex-
change (NSE) head Chitra 
Ramakrishnan and co-ac-
cused Anand Subramanian 
in the NSE co-location case.

A bench of Justice Sudhir 
Kumar Jain granted statu-
tory (default) bail to both the 
accused after noting that the 
complete charge sheet was 
not filed by the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) in 
the case against the petition-
ers. The High Court granted 
bail to the accused persons 
on furnishing a personal 
bond of Rs. 5 lakh and one 
surety in the same amount 
by each accused.

The court said, “The bail 
applications under Section 
439 Cr. PC are dismissed but 
the statutory bail is allowed.”

“There is a legal force, and it 
is supported by judicial deci-
sions, that the CBI has failed 
to complete the investigation 
in respect of all the offences 
as mentioned in the FIR and 
to file a final report within the 
stipulated time, i.e., 60 days 
from the date of arrest of the 
accused, and filed an incom-
plete and piecemeal charge 
sheet before the concerned 
court on April 21, 2022, i.e., 
the 46th day from the date of 
arrest,” the bench added.

While granting bail, the 
bench directed the accused 
persons that they will not 
leave the country without 
the court’s prior permission 
and that they will surrender 
their passports within 7 days 
of release from custody.

It is also directed that the 
accused persons shall coop-
erate and participate in the 
investigation as and when 
directed by the Investiga-

tion Officer. The petitioners 
shall not tamper with the 
evidence.

The Special CBI at Rouse 
Avenue Court earlier dis-
missed the bail pleas of Ra-
makrishnan and Subrama-
nian.

The case against Subrama-
nian stems from a February 
11 order by the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI), which stated Ramak-
rishna was allegedly involved 
in financial misdeeds relating 
to the fixation and frequent 
revision of Subramanian’s 
compensation in a dispro-
portionate manner, in collu-
sion with whom she claimed 
to be a “Siddha Purusha.”

The CBI has alleged that 
Subramanian, while per-
forming his public duty to 
protect the interests of com-
mon investors, indulged in 
criminal conspiracy with 
other co-accused.
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anurag thakur to launch 
nationwide month-long 
‘clean india 2.0’

green campaign

The Department of Youth Af-
fairs of the Ministry of Youth 
Affairs and Sports will launch 
a month-long nationwide 
campaign called Clean India 
2.0 from October 1 to 31, after 
the successful campaign of last 
year. 

The programme is being 
organised in all the villages 
across the country through the 
network of Nehru Yuva Kendra 
Sangathan (NYKS), affiliated 
youth clubs, and National Ser-
vice Scheme Affiliated Institu-
tions. Briefing media persons 
in New Delhi today, Secretary 
of Youth Affairs Sanjay Kumar 
informed them that Union 
Minister for Youth Affairs and 
Sports Anurag Singh Thakur 
will launch Clean India 2.0 on 
1 October with an aim to clean 

waste, mainly single-use plas-
tic, and create awareness.

The Secretary further in-
formed that after the success 
of last year’s Clean India drive, 
this year 1 crore kg of waste 
(plastic, e-waste, and other 
waste) will be collected and 
disposed of with the support 
and voluntary participation 
of citizens. Hotspots for waste 
collection will be tourist sites, 
educational institutes, bus and 
railroad stations, and the sur-
rounding area, national high-
ways, historical and heritage 
buildings,etc.

The Secretary further added 
that, taking forward the Prime 
Minister’s message of five reso-
lutions (Panch Pran) for Amrit 
Kaal and in continuation of the 
celebration of Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, Ministry of Youth 
Affairs and Sports is under-
taking “Clean India 2.0.”
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pfi ban: who said what
ban widelY supported

Yogi AditYAnAth 
Chief Minister, Uttar Pradesh 

The ban imposed on the PFI and its affiliated organizations indulging in anti-
national activities is commendable and welcome. This is ‘New India’, where 
terrorists, criminals, organizations, and individuals who threaten the unity 
and integrity of the nation and the security are unacceptable.

JAirAm rAmesh
General Secretary, Congress

The Congress Party has always been and will continue to be against all forms 
and types of communalism-- majority, minority makes no difference. This 
fight is of utmost priority to preserve, protect and celebrate the secular and 
composite construct of our society and nationhood. for five years, under the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967.

Vinod BAnsAl
Vishwa Hindu Parishad Spokesperson

This (Popular Front of India) was a clan of terror, whose terrorism cannot be 
finished until and unless you destroy its clan. Their supporters also needed 
to be restricted else the way PFI came after Students’ Islamic Movement of 
India (SIMI), some other CFI will come after PFI. Congress and parties that 
originated from Congress have supported them politically.

ArAgA JnAnendrA
Karnataka Home Minister

I welcome this. The central government has taken appropriate action against 
the communal PFI and its other affiliates, which were aiding and abetting the 
terrorist activities in the country. The Centre has collected strong evidence 
and has taken prohibitive measures in order to preserve the unity and integ-
rity of the country.

V murleedhArAn
Union Minister

No compromise on National Security. Banning PFI reiterates the fact that @
narendramodi Govt acts tough on forces aiming to disrupt peace & nation’s 
stability. @narendramodi govt ensuring integrity, sovereignty & security of 
the country. The whole nation welcomes this decision.

himAntA BiswA sArmA 
Chief Minister, Assam

I welcome the ban on (Popular Front of India) PFI by the Government of 
India. The government is firm in its resolve to ensure that anyone with a 
diabolical, divisive or disruptive design against India shall be dealt with iron 
fist. India of Modi Era is Decisive and Bold.

JAirAm thAkur
Chief Minister, Himachal Pradesh

“I welcome this move of the central government. In India, their activities 
were going on very suspiciously for a long time. Not once but many times 
such evidence have been obtained. So there was a need to take some steps. 
I congratulate respected Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Home 
Minister, on this decision. People were expecting this to happen so long ago. 
This is the right decision and I welcome this decision. 

kodikunnil suresh
Congress MP, Kerala

We demand a ban on RSS as well. The ban on PFI is not the remedy as RSS 
is also spreading Hindu communalism throughout the country. So both the 
RSS and PFI are equal. The government should ban both. Why only PFI? RSS 
is also doing the majority communalism. Wherever majority communalism 
is there, then minority communalism is also coming up. So ultimately both 
(majority and minority) communalism is dangerous. It is dangerous for the 
country. So the government should ban both. Otherwise no result.

CPi-m

The Popular Front of India (PFI) is an organization which holds ex-
tremist views and has been indulging in violent activities against its perceived 
opponents. However, the notification of the PFI as an unlawful association 
under the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) is not the way to tackle 
this problem. Past experience has shown that bans on organisations like the 
RSS and the Maoists were not effective. There has to be firm administrative 
action under the existing laws against the PFI whenever it indulges in illegal 
or violent activities. Its sectarian and divisive ideology must be exposed and 
fought politically among the people. PFI and the RSS have been engaged in 
killings and retaliatory killings in Kerala and coastal Karnataka, vitiating 
the atmosphere with a view to create communal polarization.

former defence minister a.k. antonY 
cross-examined as a witness in court

tatra truck case

Former Defence Minister 
A.K. Antony was cross-ex-
amined on Wednesday be-
fore Delhi’s Rouse Avenue 
Court in connection with the 
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion’s (CBI) case concerning 
the Tatra trucks corruption 
case.

A.K. Antony testified as a 
witness in the Tatra truck 
alleged bribery and corrup-
tion case, in which General 
VK Singh accused one Lt 
Gen Tejinder Singh of offer-
ing him a bribe when he was 
Chief of Army Staff in 2010. 
During the cross-examina-
tion conducted by defence 
lawyer Senior Advocate 
Pramod Kumar Dubey with 
Advocate Anurag Andley, 
Antony stated that neither 
Gen VK Singh ever gave him 
a written complaint, showed 
him any audio recording 
(which was claimed to be 
recorded by him), nor took 
any action directly against 
Lt Gen Tejinder Singh.

Moreover, he also stated 

that no complaint was made 
by Gen. V.K. Singh, and he 
told him that he did not want 
to pursue the matter.

During cross-examination, 
Antony stated that he was 
surprised that General V 
K Singh did not complain 
about the incident of him 
being offered a bribe, unlike 
in other cases such as the 
Adarsh Scam, where he used 
to write to the Defense Min-
ister about such incidents.

“VK Singh had told me 
once about this case. It was 
an unscheduled meeting 
with VK Singh. He told me 
that someone had offered 

him money to assist him in 
a transaction. I think it was 
related to Tatra Trucks. 
He mentioned the name of 
Tejinder Singh as the per-
son who had offered him 
the money. When he told 
me like that I was shocked 
for a minute or so and kept 
silent. Then I told him you 
take action. He did not com-
plain to me or to Ministry 
before that. In other cases 
like Adarsh scam or another 
scam he used to officially 
write to me or to the Defence 
Secretary,” Singh said in his 
statement.

In 2019, the court charged 
former Lieutenant General 
Tejinder Singh with offer-
ing a bribe to ex-Army Chief 
General (Retd) VK Singh in 
the Tatra Truck Deal case.

Special CBI Agent Arvind 
Kumar then framed charges 
as the accused pleaded not 
guilty and claimed a trial. 
The court further stated 
that from the facts and cir-
cumstances, it is clear that 
accused Lt. Gel. Tejinder 
Singh is prima facie guilty of 
an offence under Section 12 

of the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act, 1988.

Then Army Chief V.K. 
Singh, who is the complain-
ant in the case, had alleged 
that on September 22, 2010, 
during the meeting in the 
office of COAS, South Block, 
he was offered a bribe of Rs. 
14 crores by Lt. Gen. ( Re-
tired) Tejinder Singh on be-
half of one Ravi Rishi to clear 
the file for the procurement 
of Tatra vehicles within one 
month.

There is no dispute on the 
point that on the relevant 
date the file relating to the 
purchase of Tatra trucks was 
under consideration, and 
the appointment taken is 
clear from the register D-10 
maintained by the Army. 
Even otherwise, the meet-
ing has not been denied by 
the accused, Tejinder Singh. 
It is also clear from the state-
ment of complainant Gen. V. 
K. Singh, the then (COAS) 
Chief of Army Staff, that he 
had asked his

Military Attache JP Singh 
not to allow Tejinder Singh in-
side his office, the court noted.

A. K. Antony
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Court sends AAP’s Vijay Nair to CBI custody, 
Sameer Mahendru to ED custody

delhi excise policY case

A Delhi Court on Wednesday sent Vi-
jay Nair, communication strategist of 
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) to CBI 
remand for five days for his alleged role 
in the irregularities pertaining to the 
excise policy of the Delhi Government.

The same court also sent Sameer Ma-
hendru to ED remand till 6 October 
2022. Mahendru, Managing Director of 
Delhi’s Jor Bagh-based liquor distribu-
tor Indospirit Group, was arrested by 
the ED officials this morning. Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) has recently filed 
Enforcement Case Information Report 
(ECIR) while initiating a money laun-
dering probe in connection with the 
CBI FIR relating to the framing and 
execution of the Delhi Government’s 
excise policy in which Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia is the accused. 

The Special Judge MK Nagpal while 
sending Vijay Nair on CBI remand, 
noted that the investigation of the case 
is at a nascent stage and detailed cus-
todial interrogation of the accused is 
felt necessary not only to unearth the 
entire conspiracy, but the roles played 
by different accused persons including 
the public servants, but also to trace out 
the trail of ill-gotten money which is al-
leged to have been paid to the accused 

public servants by way of commission. 
Further, the custodial interrogation of 

the accused is also felt necessary to con-
front him with the evidence which has 
already been collected by the investiga-
tion officer till now and he will even be 
required to be questioned with regard 
to the nature of data, which is stated 
to have been deleted from his mobile 
phones by way of formatting thereof, 
said the Court. 

ED while seeking remand of Sameer 
Mahendru stated that the basis of the 
investigation conducted so far indicates 
that he is actually involved in the activ-
ity connected to the acquisition, posses-
sion and use of proceeds of crime and 
therefore, Sameer Mahandru is guilty 
of the offence of money laundering. 
Further, he has withheld information 
which is in his exclusive knowledge and 
extremely relevant to the investigation. 

ED said, “Sameer needs to be interro-
gated with respect to others involved in 

the Cartelization and kickbacks to the 
associates/entities Public Servants”. 
*The EDs arrested Sameer Mahen-
dru a day after the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) on Tuesday 
arrested Vijay Nair, former chief ex-
ecutive officer of Mumbai-based 
Only Much Louder, in connection 
with the Delhi Excise Policy case.* 
Among the accused public servants is 
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish 
Sisodia, the then Excise Commissioner 
Arva Gopi Krishna, Deputy Commis-
sioner Anand Tiwari and Assistant 
Commissioner Pankaj Bhatnagar. 
Other accused are Manoj Rai, a former 
employee of Pernod Ricard; Amandeep 
Dhal, director of Brindco Sales; direc-
tor of Buddy Retail Amit Arora, and 
Dinesh Arora; authorised signatories 
of Mahadev Liquors Sunny Marwah, 
Arun Ramchandra Pillai and Arjun 
Pandey. 

The ED and the CBI had alleged that 
irregularities were committed while 
modifying the Excise Policy, undue fa-
vours were extended to licence holders, 
the licence fee was waived or reduced 
and the L-1 licence was extended with-
out the competent authority’s approval. 
The beneficiaries diverted ‘illegal’ gains 
to the accused officials and made false 
entries in their books of account to 
evade detection.

Vijay Nair
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‘conspiracy’

Supreme Court to hear limits of right 
to freedom of speech and expression 
for high public functionaries 

The Supreme Court on 
Monday posted the hearing 
of pleas relating to the lim-
its of the right to freedom of 
speech and expression for 
high public functionaries 
such as a minister of state 
for November 15.

A five-judge Constitution 
bench headed by Justice S 
Abdul Nazeer observed that 
restrictions on the Right 
to Freedom of Speech and 
Expression under Article 
19(1)(a) of the Constitution 
of India, 1950, are to be de-
termined on a case-by-case 

basis. The bench also com-
prised Justices BR Gavai, AS 
Bopanna, V Ramasubrama-
nian, and BV Nagarathna.

The case involves whether 
a minister can claim the right 
to “freedom of speech and 
expression” to speak con-
trary to the Central Govern-
ment’s statute and policy.

The case was filed after the 
then Uttar Pradesh Minister 
and senior Samajwadi Party 
leader Azam Khan made an 
alleged statement terming 
the Bulandshahr gang-rape 
case as a “political conspir-
acy and nothing else” to de-
fame the former Samajwadi 
Party government.

In April 2017, when the 
matter was referred to a five-
judge Constitution bench, 
amicus curiae told the apex 
court that the ministers are 
bound by the constitutional 
mandate of collective re-
sponsibility and can’t speak 
contrary to government 
policy.

In December 2016, the 
apex court accepted Khan’s 
unconditional apology in 
connection with the Buland-
shahr gang-rape case.

The survivors had filed 
a petition before the apex 
court seeking action against 
Khan.

The top court had asked if a 

functionary could make per-
sonal comments contrary to 
government policy on sensi-
tive issues, causing distress.

The incident took place 
earlier on the intervening 
night of 29-30 July, when a 
35-year-old woman and her 
minor daughter were alleg-
edly gang-raped by a group 
of robbers in Bulandshahr 
district when they were 
on their way from Noida 
to Shahjahanpur with the 
other family members when 
their vehicle was stopped 
near a cycle repair shop in 
Dostpur village on NH-9, 
which connects Noida and 
Bulandshahr.
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Beant singh Killing

The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday questioned the 
Central Government for not 
taking any decision so far on 
the mercy petition of Balwant 
Singh Rajoana, who was 
awarded the death sentence 
for the assassination of the 
then Punjab Chief Minister 
Beant Singh in 1995.

A bench of Justices Chief Jus-
tice UU Lalit, Justices S Ravin-
dra Bhat, and PS Narasimha 
was irked over the Center’s 
failure to take a clear stand 
on the mercy petition despite 
being given time by the court 
to do so, and now seeks ad-
journment in the case. Earlier 
in May, the apex court had 
directed the Center to decide 
within two months on the 
mercy petition of Balwant 
Singh Rajoana, seeking to 
commute the death sentence 
to life imprisonment on the 
ground of his long incarcera-
tion of 26 years.

During the hearing, the 
bench took exception to the 
Additional Solicitor General 
KM Natraj’s request for an ad-
journment as the matter was 
pending consideration with 
the government.

The bench said that a total of 
four months had lapsed since 
the May 2 order.

“We gave you two months. 
And now, two more months 
have passed. You raised two 
technical issues. We told you, 
please don’t wait for that,” said 
the bench.

The top court said it could 

not tell the Center what deci-
sion has to be taken, but the 
government certainly should 
take a decision in the matter.

It directed a responsible of-
ficer from the concerned de-
partment to file an affidavit 
indicating the status of the 
matter.

“As per the ASG’s request, 
we adjourn the matter to Fri-
day as the first item on board. 
In the meanwhile, we direct 
a responsible officer from 
the concerned department to 
file an affidavit indicating the 
progress in the matter. The af-
fidavit is to be filed tomorrow,” 
the apex court stated in its or-
der while posting the matter 
for September 30.

Earlier, it had asked the Cen-
tre to decide Rajoana’s plea 
without being influenced by 
the fact that the appeals filed 
by other convicts in the case 
are pending in the top court.

Rajoana had moved to 
the top court two years ago, 
seeking implementation of a 
decision taken by the Union 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) in September 2019 
to commute Rajoana’s death 
sentence to life. He had said 
that the Central government 
had announced its decision 
to commute his death penalty 
and grant remission to eight 
other convicts in 2019 to mark 
the occasion of the 550th birth 
anniversary of Guru Nanak.

He had sought for the im-
plementation of that decision 
and alternately prayed to com-
mute his death sentence on the 
ground of long delay in con-
sidering the mercy petition.

sc questions centre for 
not deciding rajoana’s 
mercy petition
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investigation

SC to hear Azam Khan’s plea against UP govt 
action on Mohammad Ali Jauhar Varsity

The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday agreed 
to hear Samajwadi 

Party (SP) leader Azam 
Khan’s plea against the Uttar 
Pradesh government’s ac-
tion for taking over Moham-
mad Ali Jauhar University in 
the state on 29 September.

Azam Khan’s plea was 
mentioned in the Supreme 
Court by senior advocate 
Kapil Sibal. Senior Advocate 
Kapil Sibal said that his cli-
ent, who was facing 87 cases, 
got bail with great difficulty. 
Later, three more cases were 
lodged against him on the 
allegations of corruption, he 
said.

Senior Advocate Sibal fur-
ther said that now they have 

taken over the university, 
closed down the mess, and 
broken the walls. He also 
mentioned that teachers are 
not allowed to go to classes.

A bench headed by Justice 
UU Lalit said that the matter 
should be listed tomorrow.

Earlier on 22 July, the 
Supreme Court set aside 
the condition imposed by 
the Allahabad High Court 
while granting interim bail 
to Samajwadi Party (SP) 
leader Azam Khan relating 
to the sealing of Moham-
mad Ali Jauhar University 
and directed the concerned 
authority to de-seal the 
buildings.

Allahabad HC had im-
posed the conditions to seal 
the property while granting 
interim bail to Azam Khan.

The Supreme Court had 

earlier stayed the condition 
imposed by the Allahabad 
High Court’s directions to 
the District Magistrate to 
hold a measurement of Mo-
hammad Ali Jauhar Univer-
sity as a part of the condition 
of the bail granted to Azam 
Khan.

Khan has moved a plea 
against the impending threat 
of demolition of Moham-
mad Ali Jauhar University 
as part of his bail condition. 
The court had stayed the 
conditions pending further 
orders.

Khan suspected that the 

conditions imposed by 
the Allahabad High Court 
would result in the demoli-
tion of Jauhar University’s 
buildings.

The top court had said that 
the Allahabad High Court, 
while imposing conditions 
for grant of bail, exceeded 
the settled parameters laid 
down in certain sections of 
the Code of Criminal Proce-
dure (CrPC).

The top court also said 
that prima facie conditions 
imposed for the grant of bail 
are disproportionate and 
have no reasonable link to 
the means to secure the pres-
ence of the accused.

On May 10, the Allahabad 
High Court granted interim 
bail to Khan in a case related 
to wrongful possession of 
the land. The case pertained 

to wrongful possession of 
Waqf Board property.

The Allahabad High Court 
had imposed various condi-
tions, including directions 
to the District Magistrate, 
Rampur, who is a repre-
sentative of the Custodian/
Administrator of Evacuee/
Enemy Property, to hold a 
measurement of the landed 
property in dispute, which is 
the centre of dispute in this 
issue, measuring an area of 
13.842 hectares in the village 
of Singhan Khera, Rampur 
district, and thereafter, raise 
a boundary wall and barbed 
wire around it to take the 
actual physical possession 
of the property in dispute on 
behalf of the administrator 
of the evacuee property in 
Mumbai, at the latest, by 30 
June, 2022.
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pensionary entitlement

apex court imposes rs 5 laKh fine on tamil nadu  
government for filing ‘unnecessary appeal’

The Supreme Court has im-
posed a fine of Rs 5 lakh on 
the Tamil Nadu government 
for filing an “unnecessary” 
appeal despite the issue being 
already decided by the top 
court.

A bench of Justices MR Shah 
and Krishna Murari asked 

the state to deposit Rs five 
lakh within a period of four 
weeks from September 19 
(when the order was passed) 
with the Registry of the Su-
preme Court. “At the outset, 
it is required to be noted that 
as such, the State ought not to 
have filed the present special 
leave petition.”Despite the 
fact that the issue concerning 
the respondent’s entitlement 

to pension was resolved up to 
this Court, the State had the 
audacity to contend that the 
respondent was not entitled 
to pension,” the bench wrote 
in its order.

The bench said the depos-
ited amount should be trans-
ferred to the Mediation and 
Conciliation Project Commit-
tee, Supreme Court of India.

“Once the issue was de-

cided up to this court that 
the respondent is entitled to 
the pension, it was not open 
for the State to contend again 
post-2009 when the arrears 
were to be paid that the re-
spondent is not entitled to a 
pension,” it went on to say. 
The aforesaid stand is just in 
defiance of the order passed 
by this Court. In that view of 
the matter, there is no sub-

stance in the present special 
leave petition, which deserves 
to be dismissed and is accord-
ingly dismissed with an exem-
plary cost, which is quantified 
at Rs five lakh.

The issue related to the 
pensionary entitlement of 
an employee working as a 
conductor in the Tamil Nadu 
Transport Department. The 
apex court had earlier con-

firmed his pensionary entitle-
ment. However, at the time of 
disbursing the arrears, the 
state took up a plea that the 
employee was not entitled to 
the pension.

The Madras High Court 
had, in February 2022, re-
jected the state’s stand. Chal-
lenging the High Court order, 
the state government had ap-
proached the top court.
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plea

sc notice to centre on pil to 
deBar persons charged in serious 
offences from contesting elections

The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday issued notice 
to the Center and Election 
Commission of India (ECI) 
on a petition seeking direc-
tion to debar persons, against 
whom charges have been 
framed in serious offences, 
from contesting elections.

A bench of Justices KM 
Joseph and Hrishikesh Roy 
sought responses from the 
Ministry of Law and Justice, 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
and Election Commission 
of India. The PIL filed by ad-
vocate Ashwini Upadhyay 
sought direction to the Cen-
ter and the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) to take 
steps to debar people who are 
put on trial in cases of serious 

offences.
It claimed that despite rec-

ommendations of the Law 
Commission and the court’s 
earlier directions, the Center 
and the ECI have not taken 
steps in this regard.

In view of the fact that, out 
of 539 winners of the Lok 
Sabha election in 2019, as 
many as 233 (43 percent) de-
clared criminal cases against 
themselves, it stated.

The plea added that there 
was an increase of 109 
percent in the number of 
MPs with declared serious 
criminal cases since 2009, 
with one MP declaring 204 
criminal cases against him-
self, including cases related 
to culpable homicide, house 
trespass, robbery, criminal 
intimidation, etc.
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Birth anniversary

pm modi inaugurates chowK 
in ayodhya after lata 
mangeshKar

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi paid special tribute to 
the legendary Lata Mangesh-
kar on her 93rd birth anni-
versary on Wednesday by 
inaugurating an intersection 
in Ayodhya that has been 
named after the late play-
back singer.

A towering 40-foot-long 
and 12-foot-high sculpture 
of a veena engraved with a 
picture of Goddess Saraswati 
was installed at the chowk.

“ Th e  Ve e n a  o f  Ma a 
Saraswati installed at Lata 
Mangeshkar Chowk in 
Ayodhya will become a sym-
bol of musical harmony,” the 
PM said while virtually ad-
dressing the inauguration 
programme of the “Lata 

Mangeshkar Chowk” in 
Ayodhya.

“The 92 white lotuses of 
marble in the Chowk Com-
plex depict Lata Ji’s lifespan,” 
said PM Modi.

He went on to say that Ram 
is on his way to the grand 
temple of Ayodhya, and that 
before that, the name of Lata 
didi, who has honoured the 
name of Ram in the hearts 
of crores of people, will be 
forever linked to the city of 
Ayodhya.

Further, he said, “I remem-
ber when Bhoomi Pujan for 
the construction of Ram 
temple in Ayodhya was 
done, I got a call from Lata 
didi. She was delighted… She 
couldn’t believe that the con-
struction of the Ram Mandir 
was finally starting.”
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West Bengal BJP Chief Sukan-
ta Majumdar made huge rev-
elations against the Mamata 
Banerjee-led government and 
claimed that the TMC supre-
mo may be arrested soon.

“Mamata Banerjee may be 
arrested by December. 41 TMC 
people’s names are with top 
leadership. The government 
will fall in December,” said 
Majumdar. BJP leader and 
film star Mithun Chakraborty 
had also claimed to be in touch 
with TMC MLAs.

“I am in touch with 21 MLAs 
of Mamata Banerjee’s party, I 
said this earlier and again, I 
stand by my point. I request 
you just wait for the time,” 
added Mithun Chakraborty.

West Bengal BJP Vice Presi-
dent Dilip Ghosh called out 
Mamata Banerjee’s inaugu-
ration of Durga Puja during 
“Pitru Paksha”.

“Mamata Banerjee is de-
stroying the sanctity of Durga 
Puja by inaugurating the 
puja in Pitru Paksha, all the 

works of Mamata Banerjee 
are wrong, that is why there 
was a mistake in chanting the 
mantra while worshipping 
Goddess Durga,” said Ghosh.

Earlier, the Leader of the Op-
position in West Bengal, Su-
vendu Adhikari, said that the 
ruling Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) won’t last even for the 
next six months in the state.

His remarks came after the 
ruling party put up posters 
claiming that a “new and re-
formed TMC” come in the 
next six months. “Enforce-
ment Directorate(ED) and 
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) are doing their job. 
This party (TMC) will not last 
for even six months, Decem-
ber is their deadline,” LoP 
Suvendu Adhikari had said 
in Purba Medinipur.

Meanwhile, Mousumi Das, 
district vice president of Ma-
hila Morcha Bhartiya Janata 
Party (BJP), was allegedly 
attacked by “Trinamool Con-
gress-backed” goons at her 
residence in the Malatipur 
area of Malda on September 
23.

revelation

MaMata Banerjee May 
Be arrested soon: 
West Bengal BjP chief 
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top of the day

tWo terrorists 
killed in j-k’s 
kulgaM
KULGAM: Two terror-
ists were killed in Avhotu 
village of Kulgam district 
in an operation by the 
Indian Army along with the 
Jammu and Kashmir Po-
lice and CRPF on Tuesday, 
according to the police. The 
police recovered two AK-
47 rifles, grenades, and 
other warlike items while 
searching for the encoun-
ter site. The police have 
identified the neutralised 
terrorists as Mohammad 
Shafi Ganie and Moham-
mad Asif Wani of Takiya, 
Kulgam. Both terrorists 
were members of the 
Jaish-e-Mohammad.

delhi govt 
suggests 
Measures to 
iMProve retail 
trade
NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
government has sent 
five-point suggestions to 
the Central Government’s 
Department for Promotion 
of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT) on the Na-
tional Retail Trade Policy 
to create a conducive busi-
ness environment for retail 
trade in India by simplify-
ing laws and introducing 
innovative trade practices.
The Delhi government has 
sent five-point recom-
mendations to the DPIIT on 
the National Retail Trade 
Policy, Speaking about 
the GoI’s National Retail 
Trade Policy, Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia, 
who is also the Finance 
Minister of Delhi, said, 

‘’Currently, retailers in India 
are battling for a national 
policy that can help them 
with a framework for con-
ducting their businesses in 
an organized manner and 
mobilising the sector.”

odisha cM Meets 
investors in 
Bengaluru
BENGALURU: Odisha 
Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik attended the 

“Odisha Investors Meet” on 
Wednesday in Bengaluru 
to address the investors, 
apprise them of the state’s 
flagship investment sum-
mit, the Make in Odisha 
Conclave’22, and invite 
them to the event, ac-
cording to a press release 
from the Chief Minister’s 
Office (CMO). Addressing 
the event, CM Patnaik said, 

“It’s a pleasure to meet you 
all today in this beautiful 
city of Bengaluru. “Thanks 
to your innovative and 
inspiring work, India has 
emerged as a major force 
in the world of technology 
and manufacturing.”

relief for 
transgenders 
on neW ration 
cards in 
Maharashtra 
MUMBAI: Maharashtra’s 
government has given big 
relaxations to transgen-
der people for residential 
proof and identity proof 
when they apply for new 
ration cards. According 
to the new order issued 
by the government, their 
application will now be 
considered if their names 
are registered with the 
State AIDS Control Com-
mittee. Furthermore, if 
they have a voter ID card 
that identifies them as 
transgender people, they 
will be considered. 

local suPPort

Violence in Jammu 
significantly low: 
Lt. Gen. Manjinder 
Singh

GOC White Knight Corps 
Lieutenant General Manjinder 
Singh asserted on Wednesday 
that violence in Jammu is sig-
nificantly low.

“There is a lot of support 
from locals against terrorism. 
So far, the violence in Jammu is 
significantly low, and if some-
one came from the valley side, 
he has been neutralised,” Lt. 
Gen. Manjinder Singh said, 
addressing a press conference 
in Jammu’s Nagrota. “Pakistan 
is trying infiltration, terrorists, 
ammunition, and narcotics, but 
we have a strong anti-infiltra-
tion grid, and secondly we are 
concentrating on securing the 
hinterland, for which we have 
a strong anti-terror grid,” he 
added. Further, on the concern 
for the drone threat, Singh an-
nounced the launch of an anti-
drone mechanism while men-
tioning that the drone threat is 
more prevalent in Punjab and 
in the plains.

“There is less sighting for 
drones in our (White Knight 
Corps) areas and we suspect 
the ones seen here are a recon-
naissance by the enemy, hence 
we are soon getting an anti-
drone mechanism,” he said.

“In the last two years, there 
has been no successful infiltra-
tion along the Line of Control 
(LoC) in the areas under White 
Knight Corps of the Indian 
Army,” he added.

Addressing this further, he 
said that the Army is taking a 
number of initiatives that focus 
on youth development, includ-
ing education, sports.

He later sought the constant 
efforts of society, along with 
the Army, to counter the youth 
radicalization by the “enemy,”  
terming it a national effort.

“Radicalization is being done 
by the enemy. Army, alone, can-
not counter this, but society 
also should put in efforts as it 
is a whole national effort. We 
are taking the administration 
and religious leaders along 
with us,” he said.
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The Jammu and Kashmir 
State Investigation Agency 
(SIA) has conducted raids in 
the Poonch district in con-
nection with a terror funding 
case.

Earlier on September 22, the 
SIA Jammu had conducted 
raids at multiple locations in 
the Bhathindi and Kulgam 
districts of South Kashmir, 
while continuing its crack-
down against terror funding 
and terror networks in the 
union territory.

Police in a statement said 
that carrying forward a probe 
into the involvement of a po-
liceman in a case of suspected 
funding, fake passport and 
involvement of duo in vari-
ous sections of law and ac-

cumulation of properties be-
yond their known sources of 
income, teams of SIA Jammu 
wing conducted searches in 
the houses of one absconding 
accused namely Abu Bakar in 
the Bhatindi area of Jammu 
city who is at large and hiding 
in Dubai and at the residence 
of an another accused Head 
Constable Mohmmad Ram-
zan Rishi in Kulgam area of 
South Kashmir who is also 
involved in same charges be-
sides preparing a fake pass-
port in his own name and 
using the same for travelling 
abroad by concealing his real 
identity.

The case was related to dup-
ing the public of their hard-
earned money on many fake 
assurances, promises and also 
indulging in serious immoral 
activities that had danger-

ous security implications for 
the state. During the course 
of raids at two different loca-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir, 
search parties have seized 
various incriminating mate-
rial having a direct bearing on 
an investigation of the case, 
viz., terror funding, etc.

Besides, analysis of the 
said material would follow, 
and leads that would emerge 
would become the basis for 
further investigation in a sus-
pected case of terror funding.

It is pertinent to mention 
that the searches are aimed at 
dismantling the terror ecosys-
tem across Jammu and Kash-
mir by identifying various 
overground workers, terror 
supporters, and those who 
are involved in facilitating 
unlawful activities concern-
ing national security.
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in jaMMu and kashMir

Raids of State Investigation 
Agency underway in Poonch 

loss of life 

In a head-on collision in-
volving a private bus and 
a mini truck on Wednes-

day in Lakhimpur Kheri, Uttar 
Pradesh, authorities said that 
eight people were killed and 14 
others were hurt. Yogi Adity-
anath, chief minister of Uttar 
Pradesh, has ordered officials 
to ensure that the injured are 
treated properly after express-
ing sorrow over the disaster.

According to Deputy Super-
intendent of Police Pritam Pal 
Singh, the bus was travelling 

from Dhaurhara to Lucknow 
when it collided with a mini 
truck travelling in the op-
posite direction on the Aira 
bridge of National Highway 
number 730.

He said that after getting the 
information, the police arrived 
on the scene and cut the bus 
with a gas cutter in order to 
free the injured. According to 
the DSP, the injured have been 
sent to the local hospital, and 
efforts are being made to iden-
tify the deceased.

The Chief Minister sent his 
condolences to the grieving 
families and sent his wishes 

for peace to the deceased, ac-
cording to a state government 
official in Lucknow.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi expressed condolences 
to the bereaved families of the 
people who died in the Lakh-
impur Kheri bus-truck colli-
sion earlier in the day.

“Distressed by the accident 
in Lakhimpur Kheri, UP. 
Condolences to the bereaved 
families. May the injured re-
cover quickly. Rs 2 lakh from 
PMNRF (Prime Minister’s Na-
tional Relief Fund) would be 
given to the next of kin of each 
deceased person. The injured 

would be given Rs 50,000,” a 
tweet from the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office read.

President Droupadi Murmu 
also expressed condolences 
to the kin of the people who 
lost their lives in the accident 
today. “Deeply saddened by 
the news of the death of many 
people in a road accident 
in Lakhimpur Kheri, Uttar 
Pradesh. I express my deepest 
condolences to the families of 
those who lost their loved ones 
in this accident and wish the 
injured a speedy recovery,” 
Rashtrapati Bhavan tweeted 
in Hindi.

At least 8 dead in bus-truck 
collision in Lakhimpur 
Kheri, PM’s condolences 
TDG NETWORK
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begins in north India and 
pollution levels in the na-
tional capital increase, the 
Delhi government has started 
implementing its Winter Ac-
tion Plan.

The Delhi government has 
made it compulsory for con-
struction sites with an area of 
5,000 square metres or more 
to install anti-smog guns. 
Now Graded Response Ac-
tion Plan (GRAP) measures 
will be implemented three 
days in advance based on 
forecasts before the air qual-
ity worsens.

While addressing a press 
conference on Tuesday Delhi 
Environment Minister Gopal 
Rai said, ‘’The Environment 
Department has prepared 
a 15-point Winter Action 
Plan. Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal will present this 
15-pointer Winter Action 
Plan in front of the people of 
Delhi on September 30.’’

Gopal Rai said, ‘’This time, 
the Commission of Air Qual-
ity Management (CAQM) has 
also made certain changes in 
the GRAP measures. We are 
developing our plan of action, 
keeping in mind the advice of 

the CAQM, to be brought into 
force on October 1st. The ma-
jor shift in the upcoming plan 
from the erstwhile system is 
that previously, the basic 
parameter was PM 2.5 and 
PM 10. On the basis of this 
parameter, the level of pollu-
tion was bifurcated into five 
categories: moderate, poor, 
very poor, severe, and severe 
plus.’’

‘’Now, instead of gauging 
the level of pollution on the 
basis of PM 2.5 and PM 10 
values, monitoring will be 
done on the basis of the Air 
Quality Index (AQI) and 
the GRAP measures will be 
implemented in Delhi ac-
cordingly. There will be four 
categories of level of pollu-
tion instead of five in the new 
Plan: Poor (AQI 201-300), 
Very Poor (AQI 301-400), 
Severe (401-450), Severe Plus 
(AQI 450+). The modification 
made in the GRAP measures 
is that previously, it was 
implemented after the air 
quality falls below a certain. 
Now, the garb system will be 
implemented three day prior 
to reaching the level on the 
basis of estimation. AQI will 
be calculated on the basis of 
forecasts of IITM and IMD,” 
he added.

He said, ‘’Regarding the 

dust pollution in Delhi, it 
was mandatory to install an 
anti-smog gun on site with 
an area greater than 20,000 
sq metre till now. But now 
there is a modification to this 
provision, and now the con-
struction sites sized between 
5000 sq metres to 10000 sq 
metres are required to have 
anti-smog guns. A construc-
tion site with an area between 
5 thousand sq metres to 10 
thousand sq metres needs to 
have one anti-smog gun.’’

‘’Construction sites sized 
between 10 thousand sq me-
tres to 15000sq metres are 
required to have two anti-
smog guns and sites having 
size between 15000 sq me-
tres and 20,000 sq metres 
need to have three anti-smog 
guns. Construction sites with 
an area greater than 20 thou-
sand sq metres are required 
to have four anti-smog guns.’’ 
He continued. Environment 
Minister concluded, ‘’I held a 
meeting with all the officials 
of DPCC yesterday. Last year, 
we worked together with all 
the agencies working on 
construction sites in Delhi to 
keep a noose on pollution. To-
day, I want to appeal to them 
to follow the new provisions 
related to the installation of 
anti-smog guns.’’

iMPleMentations

delhi Makes it coMPulsory for 
construction sites to install 
anti-sMog guns
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After the success of trials undertaken with 
the assistance of the Jammu and Kashmir 
administration, Sikkim is all set to start 
saffron cultivation this year, and farmers 
are gearing up for it. Sikkim University, the 
Sikkim government’s Horticulture Depart-
ment, and the Agriculture Department of 
Jammu and Kashmir have joined hands 
to monitor saffron cultivation in the state.

The trial phase was undertaken un-
der the supervision of Sikkim Univer-

sity, which has given enthusiastic results. 
The Sikkim government has done trials 
of saffron cultivation in various pockets 
of Sikkim, like Yaksum and nearby areas 
in West Sikkim and Pangthang, Simik, 
Khamdong, Padamchen, and surrounding 
areas in East Sikkim has been identified 
for further cultivation.

A high-level delegation from Sikkim 
also visited Jammu and Kashmir for an 
agreement and tie-up last July, and then 
onward, all department officials were in 
touch to ensure production.

The Jammu and Kashmir Agriculture 

Department and the Horticulture De-
partment of Sikkim have ensured a basic 
training programme for farmers to know 
about yield and farming.

Officials said Kashmir’s Pampore and 
Sikkim’s Yangyang have the same weather 
and geographical conditions, which en-
sured a good success rate during trials.

Earlier, the Sikkim government had cul-
tivated saffron on around one and a half 
acres of farming land in different locations 
to see results, which had fantastic results, 
Sikkim Governor Ganga Prasad told the 
press.

neW stePs

after success of trials With j-k’s helP, 
sikkiM all set to launch saffron cultivation
TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI/GANGTOK

On the birth anniversary of 
Shaheed Bhagat Singh, Chan-
digarh International Airport 
was named Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh International Airport in 
a ceremony held at the airport 
on Wednesday.

The airport handled 17,936 
international passengers and 
2,271,233 domestic passengers 
in the years 2021–2022. In ad-
dition, the airport handled 
approximately 11000 MT of 
domestic air cargo in fiscal year 
2021-2022.

Nirmala Sitharaman, Union 

Finance Minister, unveiled 
the plaque in the presence 
of Bandaru Dattatreya, Gov-
ernor, Haryana; Banwarilal 
Purohit, Governor, Punjab & 
Administrator of Chandigarh; 
Bhagwant Mann, Chief Minis-
ter, Punjab; Dushyant Chautala, 
Deputy Chief Minister, Hary-
ana and General (Dr.) Vijay 
Kumar Singh, Union Minister 
of State for Road Transport & 
Highways and Civil Aviation, 
Kirron Kher, Member of Parlia-
ment, Chandigarh, Shri Anil 
Vij, Minister of Home Affairs, 
Haryana Government.

During the naming ceremony, 
Nirmala Sitharaman, Union Fi-

nance Minister, said, “Azadi ka 
Amrit Mahotsav today is reach-
ing all corners of the country. 
Every time we see the faces 
of our worthy freedom fight-
ers, their names on our public 
buildings, we remember the 
sacrifices done by their gen-
erations. We don’t take our 
freedom for granted”.

Bandaru Dattatreya, Hon’ble 
Governor, Haryana, and Ban-
warilal Purohit, Governor, Pun-
jab, expressed happiness on the 
occasion and said that Shaheed 
Bhagat Singh’s true devotion 
towards our motherland will 
remain an inspiration forever.

While addressing the audi-

ence, General (Dr.) Vijay Kumar 
Singh, said that the naming of 
Chandigarh Airport after Bha-
gat Singh by the Hon’ble PM is 
a prestigious moment for the 
whole nation. Bhagat Singh is 
an inspiration for millions of 
youth in the country, and this 
is a befitting tribute to his glori-
ous memory.

Hon’ble Shri Bhagwant 
Mann, Chief Minister, Punjab, 
thanked the Prime Minister 
and welcomed the decision to 
name the Chandigarh airport 
after Shaheed Bhagat Singh ji , 
and urged the FM to start many 
international flights from this 
airport. 

reMeMBerance

Chandigarh Airport named as Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh International Airport
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Accomplishing one more 
milestone,  PGIMER writes 
another success story in 
transplant surgery as a 
32-year-old simultaneous 
kidney-pancreas transplant 
recipient from Uttarakhand 
delivered a baby girl, 4 years 
after undergoing a simultane-
ous kidney-pancreas trans-
plant here in PGIMER.

Prof. Ashish Sharma, Head, 
Deptt. of Renal transplant 
Surgery,  PGIMER while 
enumerating PGIMER’s mile-
stones in transplant surgery 
shared, “Less than 150 pan-
creas transplants have been 
carried out in India so far. Out 
of these, PGIMER alone has 
contributed 38 of these. This is 
the first childbirth happening 
after pancreas transplant at 
our institute and possibly the 
first in India. While globally 
pancreas transplant remains 
fairly common with nearly 

35,000 pancreas transplant 
having been performed in 
United States, It has just start-
ed in our country.”

Expressing her happiness at 
the successful delivery in this 
high risk case, Prof. Seema 
Chopra, Obsetrics In-charge 
at PGIMER stated, “There 
were different opinions as 
she was considered to be a 
high risk patient given her 
past history of diabetes, hy-
pertension and kidney failure. 
Ultimately, after consultation 
with obstetrics team, she 

decided to proceed ahead. 
Fortunately, her glucose, 
blood pressure and kidney 
function remained within 
normal limits throughout the 
pregnancy. However, in view 
of high-risk status it was de-
cided to perform a Caesarean 
section at nine months and 
she delivered a female baby of 
weight 2.5 kg with uneventful 
recovery.”

The mother to the newly 
born baby girl was diagnosed 
to be suffering from type one 
diabetes since the age of 13, 
i.e. from 2005 when she de-
veloped loss of consciousness 
and had been under treat-
ment of Deptt. of Endocrinol-
ogy, PGIMER since then.

Detailng about the case 
management, Prof. Sanjay 
Bhadada, Head, Deptt. of 
Endocrinology, PGIMER, 
shared, “The mother’s  dia-
betes was labile and required 
70 units of insulin every day 
along with strict monitoring 
of blood glucose.”

gift of life

siMultaneous kidney Pancreas 
transPlant reciPient froM 
uttarakhand delivers BaBy in PgiMer
TDG NETWORK 
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LegaLLy void

Calcutta High Court on 
Wednesday declared 
the West  Bengal 

government’s “Duare Ra-
tion” scheme as illegal and 
against the National Food 
Security Act.

A division bench of Jus-
tices Aniruddha Roy and 
Chitta Ranjan Dash said, 
“We are, therefore, con-
strained to hold that the 
State Government has 
transgressed the limit of 
delegation by obliging the 
Fair Price Shop dealers to 
distribute the rations to the 
beneficiaries at their door-
step in absence of any au-
thority to that effect in the 
enabling Act i.e. ‘NFS Act’.” 
“If the ‘NFS Act’ is amended 
by the wisdom of the Union 
Legislature i.e. Parliament 
for doorstep delivery of food 
grains to the beneficiaries or 
invest any such power to the 

State Government then only 
such a scheme can be made 
by the State and that can be 
said to be in sync with the 
enabling Act.,” the court 
said.

The Court noted that the 
outer limit of delivery of the 
State having been fixed in 
the enabling Act, the State 
on the pretext of welfare or 
to supplement the enabling 
Act cannot transgress that 

outer limit.
“The sovereign parliament 

in their wisdom have fixed 
the outer limit of delivery of 
foodstuffs after due regard 
to the aims and objectives of 
the Act. Various provisions 
have been made, which are 
essentially “machinery pro-
visions” for proper moni-
toring, check on pilferage 
and reach out of the benefits 
to actual beneficiaries. The 

wisdom of the legislature 
cannot be questioned as to 
why fair price shop was cho-
sen by the Act as outer limit 
of delivery and why they did 
not explore little further to 
fix it at the doorstep of the 
beneficiaries. We cannot 
hold that the distance from 
the fair price shop to the 
doorstep of the beneficiaries 
is an unexplored distance or 
an extra mile only. The leg-
islature has not covered this 
extra mile or unexplored 
distance in it’s wisdom that 
legislative wisdom can 34 
neither be questioned in “Ju-
dicial Review” nor the gap 
can be filled up by exercise 
of plenary power under Ar-
ticle 226 of the Constitution 
of India,” the HC said.

‘Duare Ration’ scheme 
was launched by the West 
Bengal government under 
which ration items were 
provided at the doorsteps of 
the beneficiaries.

‘Duare Ration’ scheme was 

part of the election mani-
festo of the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) government 
and was running in various 
places.

Last year in November, 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee launched 
‘Duare Ration’ scheme for 
doorstep delivery of rations.

The Chief Minister said 
that the scheme would ben-
efit over 10 crore people in 
the state. It was one of the 
major poll promises of the 
Trinamool Congress during 
the 2021 state elections held 
in March-April.

According to the state gov-
ernment, the food grain will 
be supplied to the people 
through mobile vans. The 
van will reach 500 metre 
away for every locality in 
the state. The government 
has asked the panchayat, 
municipality and Munici-
pal corporations to issue a 
helpline number for book-
ing the foodgrain. 
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Calcutta HC declares ‘Duare Ration’ 
scheme illegal, against food Act

Calcutta High Court on Wednesday declared the West Bengal 
government’s Duare Ration scheme as illegal.

fake passport case

gangster abu saLem sentenced to 3-year imprisonment

A special court in Lucknow has sen-
tenced gangster Abu Salem and his 
associate Mohd Pervez Alam to three 
years of simple imprisonment in con-
nection with a fake passport case, the 
CBI said on Wednesday.

The Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) had registered a case on 
October 16, 1997, against Abu Salem 
Abdul Qayoom Ansari and others. 
It was alleged that after the Bombay 
bomb blast in 1993, Abu Salem was 
absconding and he fraudulently ob-
tained a passport from the Passport 
office, Lucknow, in the assumed name 
of Akil Ahmed Azmi, with a view to 
flee the country.

His wife Samira Jumani also fraudu-
lently obtained a passport in the as-
sumed name of Sabina Azmi. The 

passport was obtained through a 
passport agent, Mohd Parvez Alam. 
Abu Salem and his wife Samira Ju-
mani were absconding, a statement 
released here said.

According to the release by the CBI, 
a charge sheet was filed after an inves-

tigation on July 1, 1997, in the Court 
of Special Judicial Magistrate, CBI, 
Lucknow.

“Abu Salem Abdul Qayoom Ansari 
was also an absconding accused in 
another case related to Bombay Bomb 
Blast. He was declared as Proclaimed 

Offender by the Trial Court. A Non 
Bailable Warrant of arrest was also is-
sued against him. The IPSG (Interpol) 
had also issued a Red Corner Notice 
Control against Abu Salem,” said the 
release.

On September 18, 2002, Abu Salem 
was detained in LISBON (Portugal). 
After long drawn proceedings in the 
Court of Appeal, Lisbon and Constitu-
tional Court of Portugal, the extradi-
tion of Abu Salem was granted and 
his custody was handed over to Indian 
authorities on November 10, 2005.

“Abu Salem was brought to India 
and produced before the Designat-
ed Court, Mumbai on November 11, 
2005, and thereafter in the Hon’ble 
Court of Special Magistrate, CBI, 
Lucknow.

The Trial Court at Lucknow found 
both the accused guilty and convicted 
them,” said the release. 
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Gangster Abu Salem sentenced to three years of simple imprisonment.

protests

karnataka education department 
orders probe into essay 
competition on prophet muhammad

The Karnataka education department has or-
dered an inquiry into the incident in which 
the headmaster of a government school in 
Karnataka’s Gadag asked students to write 
an essay on Prophet Muhammad following 
which activists of the right wing outfit Sri 
Rama Sene protested against him.

Block Education officer Virupakshappa 
Naduvinamani told ANI, “I’ll get the com-

plaint copy from Sri Ram Sene. I’ll also get in-
formation from the headmaster of the school 
and students and provide them to the deputy 
director.” The state education department 
has ordered an enquiry. Abdul Munafar Bi-
japur, headmaster of the Government High 
School in Nagavi Village, had organised an 
essay competition on Prophet Mohammed. 
Subsequently, the right-wing activists barged 
into the school premises.

The incident took place in the Government 
High School in Nagavi village. 
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top of the day

3 dead after 
massive fire 
breaks out 
at factory in 
paLghar
PalGhar: a total of three 
people died and eight oth-
ers were seriously injured 
in the fire due to a boiler 
explosion at a factory in 
the Vasai area of Palghar 
district in Maharashtra on 
wednesday, informed the 
Fire Department.
the injured have been 
sent to the nearest 
hospital for treatment. 
Fire brigade personnel 
reached the spot to douse 
the fire.
the boiler was exploded at 
Vasai Cos Power engi-
neering limited Company.
the incident took place to-
day at around 2:30 pm and 
the sound of the explosion 
was heard from 1 to 2 km.

teLangana 
govt to give 
30% profits 
of singareni 
coLLieries 
hyDerabaD: telan-
gana Chief Minister K 
Chandrasekhar rao 
on wednesday decided 
to give a 30% share of 
the profits of state-run 
Singareni Collieries 
Company limited (SCCl) 
for the year 2021-22 to the 
company’s employees as 
Dussehra gift.

“as per CM rao’s instruc-
tions, his principal secre-
tary Narsinga rao issued 
an order to the Singareni 
Chairman and Managing 
Director to pay the special 
incentive to the com-
pany’s workers immedi-
ately before Dussehra,” a 
statement from the chief 
minister’s office said. 

hc reserves 
order on baiL 
pLea of aniL 
deshmukh
MuMbai: the bombay 
high Court on wednesday 
reserved the order on 
the bail plea of former 
Maharashtra minister anil 
Deshmukh in a money 
laundering case.
the hearing in the matter 
has been completed today. 
earlier on Monday, the 
SC directed the bombay 
hC to hear and decide 
expeditiously on the bail 
plea of Maharashtra’s for-
mer home Minister anil 
Deshmukh, who was ar-
rested in connection with 
a money laundering case. 
a bench of Justices Dy 
Chandrachud and hima 
Kohli expressed displea-
sure that the bombay hC 
has kept the bail applica-
tion of Deshmukh pending 
for so many months and 
asked it to hear the plea 
of Deshmukh within this 
week and decide it expedi-
tiously.

bipLab kumar 
deb and guLam 
aLi take oath as 
rs mps
New Delhi: Former tri-
pura Chief Minister biplab 
Kumar Deb and bJP’s 
Gulam ali on wednesday 
took oath as MPs of rajya 
Sabha in the presence of 
Vice President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar, who is also 
the chairperson of the 
upper house. terming 
the North-eastern states 
as “asht laxmi”, biplab 
Kumar Deb said that he 
would follow up on the 
work already begun by PM 
Modi for the development 
of tripura.

formenting tension

man heLd for 
vandaLizing hanuman 
idoL in ranchi

Ranchi police said they have 
arrested a man for allegedly 
vandalising a Hanuman idol 
inside a temple on Ranchi’s 
main road.

The atmosphere became 
tense in Ranchi after the 
incident. But police said the 
situation is under control 
and adequate force has been 
deployed at the Hanuman 
temple and across the city. 
Kishor Kaushal, SSP Ran-
chi told ANI, “Police started 
an investigation into an at-
tempt to vandalise an idol 
at a Hanuman temple. They 
swung into action as soon as 
the incident was reported to 
the police. One accused has 
been arrested. The accused 
was arrested on the basis of 
CCTV and eyewitness evi-

dence. Further investigation 
is going on.”

Regarding the current situ-
ation in the city, the SSP said, 
“We have deployed forces at 
main roads and all sensi-
tive areas. The magistrate is 
overseeing it. Durga puja is 
going on. No one will be al-
lowed to foment communal 
tensions in the city.”

BJP spokesperson Pratul 
Shahdeo targeted the ruling 
government and said, “It is 
disgraceful that one com-
munity’s place of worship is 
targeted. Meat is being sold 
outside our places of wor-
ship. On June 10 also such 
an incident took place. If the 
government doesn’t identify 
the real culprits then we will 
have to take to the streets.”
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Police deployed outside the temple.

joint operation

Punjab police arrests 
gangster associated 
with Canada-based 
Lakhbir Landa Gang

As part of the ongoing war 
against anti-social elements 
waged on the directions of 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann, Punjab Police has ar-
rested an operative of Cana-
da-based gangster Lakhbir 
Singh alias Landa gang from 
Bihar for his involvement in 
several heinous crimes per-
taining to murder, attempt 
to murder, assault, robbery 
and snatching, said Direc-
tor General of Police (DGP) 
Punjab Gaurav Yadav here 
on Wednesday.

The arrested gangster, iden-
tified as Karan Malik alias 
Karan Mann of Amritsar, is 
said to be a close aide of the 
main perpetrator in the IED 
planted under SI’s car case 
identified as Yuvraj Sabharw-
al alias Yash, who is an associ-
ate of Canada-based gangster 
Lakhbir Landa. Karan Malik 
is a history-sheeter and want-
ed by the Punjab Police.

DGP Gaurav Yadav said 
that following reliable in-
puts that gangster Karan 
Malik has been taking shel-
ter somewhere in District 
Jamui of Bihar, the team of 
Anti-Gangster Task Force 
(AGTF) of Punjab Police in a 
joint operation with Central 
agencies and Bihar Police 
launched the search opera-
tion and managed to round 
up the accused at village 
Darima in District Jamui of 
Bihar.

Divulging details, he said 

that accused Karan Malik 
along with his associates had 
killed a person identified as 
Karan during a fight in July 
2021. An FIR No. 184 dated 
18.07.21 had been registered 
under sections 302, 148, and 
149 of the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC) and sections 25/54/59 
of the Arms Act at Police Sta-
tion B-Division Amritsar City.

Further, accused Karan 
Malik along with his accom-
plices had looted 530gm 
gold, 6 kg silver, and Rs 1 
lakh cash from Lal Chand 
Jewellers at Fairland Colony 
in Amritsar in August 2021. 
A case FIR No. 149/2021 
had been registered at Po-
lice Station Majitha Road, 
Amritsar in this regard.

The DGP said that during 
the preliminary investiga-
tions, it has come to light 
that the accused Karan Ma-
lik used to purchase weap-
ons of .32 bore from an arms 
smuggler identified as Sahil 
for an amount of Rs 40,000 
per weapon. Pertinently, 
Sahil along with his accom-
plice Himmat of Amritsar 
had been arrested by Pun-
jab Police a few days back, 
and four weapons were re-
covered from their posses-
sion.  

Meanwhile, the Police 
are conducting raids to 
nab Karan Malik’s younger 
brother identified as Ar-
jun Malik alias Arjun, who 
is also involved in various 
criminal activities. Further 
investigation is going on to 
unravel their network.

TaRuNi GaNDhi
tDG NetworK

Punjab Police arrests an operative of Canada-based gangster 
Lakhbir Singh.

unLawfuL activities

Panrutti Ramachandran 
expelled from AIADMK

Veteran AIADMK leader 
and close associate of the 
late MGR and Jayalalitha, 
Panrutti S Ramachandran 
has been expelled from the 
party.

“Panrutti Ramachandran 
has been expelled from the 
party for party unlawful 
activities”, said, AIADMK 
Interim General Secretary 
Edappadi Palaniswami on 
Tuesday Panrutti Ramach-
andran is a veteran leader 
and was a close associate to 
both MGR and Jayalalitha.

On Tuesday morning, he 
was appointed as “political 
advisor to AIADMK” by 

former Chief Minister O 
Paneerselvam.

A division bench of Madras 
High court had on August 
17 set aside the single bench 
judgement in favour of O 
Paneerselvam (OPS) on party 
leadership dispute.

In the General council meet-

ing convened on July 11, EPS 
was elected as the interim 
General Secretary of the 
party. Before the meeting, 
supporters of both the rival 
factions clashed outside the 
party headquarters. Fol-
lowing the violent clash, the 
headquarters was seized by 
the Revenue Divisional Of-
ficer.

The August 17 judgement 
by a single bench of Justice 
G Jayachandran had nulli-
fied the July 11 meeting and 
ordered status quo, as prior 
to July 11.

The EPS camp then chal-
lenged the single bench 
judgement to a division bench 
of Madras High court which 
ruled in favour of EPS.
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Panrutti S Ramachandran.

security review

amit shah to 
embark on 3-day 
visit to j-k
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah will embark on a three-
day visit to the Union Terri-
tory of Jammu and Kashmir 
kickstarting on October 3.

Shah will hold a couple of 
meetings with the leaders 
of the J-K unit of the BJP on 
October 3 night. However, he 
will make a special visit by 
offering prayers in the Mata 
Vaishnodevi Temple on Oc-
tober 4 morning, which will 
be his first visit to the holy 
shrine after being appointed 
as the Union Home Minister. 
This visit will be on the 9th 
day of the ongoing Navaratri 
festival. Shah will then hold 
a public meeting in Rajouri 
and offer prayers at the Ra-
ghunath Temple in Jammu.

He will also inspect vari-
ous developmental projects 
in Jammu before proceeding 
to the Kashmir valley. Later 
in the evening, the Home 
Minister will hold a number 
of crucial meetings including 
the ones regarding the secu-
rity situation in the region. 
On October 5, Shah will 
address a public meeting 
in Baramulla. He will again 

review the developmental 
projects in the Kashmir re-
gion.

Various programmes have 
been scheduled to take place 
during his visit to the valley 
including the ones which 
will be held by communities 
like Bakarwal and Gujjars to 
honour Shah on behalf of the 
Modi government for work-
ing for the welfare of these 
communities. In a surprising 
move, the Modi government 
recently nominated Ghulam 
Ali to the Rajya Sabha. Ali 
joined BJP in 2008 and hails 
from the Gujjar tribe.

Several organisational 
meetings are on the cards 
too including the state core 
group meeting and meeting 
with party MPs and MLAs. 
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Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah.



From the dossier made public on the Popular Front 
of India, it emerges that it is a hydra-headed radical 
organisation with deep terror links, which has been 
flourishing across the country for over a decade. 
As has been reported, PFI’s activities came under 
scrutiny in 2011, five years after its formation in 2006 
in Kerala. It was reported around 2011 that the PFI 
was recruiting youths and giving them arms training 
in the forests of Kerala, as well as looking to spread 
its footprints across the country by aligning itself 
primarily with radical left-wing groups. From there, 
when the PFI was confined to one small state, to a 
situation where it is present in at least 17 states and 
abroad, and has spawned various affiliates, apart 
from carrying out fraudulent financial activities, the 
story that is emerging of the PFI is how to use and 
abuse a rules-based order to hide its own nefarious 
activities. That it had the audacity to go on a spree of 
rioting in Kerala, trying to shut down the state, post 
the arrest of its activists, shows how its influence 
has increased over the years. Allegations abound 
about PFI’s involvement in almost all the violent 
protests that the country has witnessed over the last 
few years, including the anti Article 370, CAA, and 
the Nupur Sharma protests. There are also reports 
that it was the PFI affiliate, Campus Front of India, 
which was behind the hijab ban protests and had 
brainwashed the girls involved in the incident to 
turn wearing the hijab in school into a matter of 
their religious identity. According to the dossier on 
PFI, this radical organisation has over 1,400 cases 
of violence registered against it. One may recall the 
infamous case where the hand of a Kerala profes-
sor was chopped off by the activists of the PFI for 
alleged blasphemy, way back in 2010, a year before 
the radical organisation caught the eye of the national 
security apparatus. It was in 2012, again a decade 
ago, that the Kerala government had told the High 
Court that the PFI was a “resurrection” of the banned 
terrorist group SIMI. If steps had been taken at the 
time, the PFI would not have been able to spread its 
tentacles across the country. But then no one can dis-
count the possibility of any such action turning into 
a hotbed of competing political interests, given the 
track record of India’s political parties. Also, unless 
and until the investigating agencies have a full-proof 
case, they may prefer to gather enough evidence 
to ensure that the cases are able to withstand both 
political and judicial scrutiny.

As it is politics has already started over the PFI 
ban, with Bihar’s Lalu Prasad Yadav, who considers 
himself to be the saviour of the minority commu-
nity, trying to cast aspersions on the investigation. 
The “mistake” these so-called “secular” politicians 
make is that they try to brainwash the minority 
community into believing that they are being per-
secuted by a majoritarian government. Ironically, 
it is a similar narrative that the radicals of PFI sell 
to the gullible youth of the minority community to 
brainwash them into following a path of radicalism. 
They tell them that they are being persecuted and 
victimised. It is only by playing on their fears can 
the mainstreaming of the minority community be 
stopped. And this radicalistion has been going on 
for a long time—according to reports, from the UPA 
government period. So the PFI agenda of creating 
an Islamic state out of India has nothing to do with 
the BJP coming to power. It has been there all along.

In fact, it’s an insult to the minority community 
to depict the action on the PFI as an assault on the 
community. Lest we forget, the Sufi sect has come 
out in support of the ban on PFI, for they were being 
terrorised by them.

In conclusion, it is hoped that the agencies’ PFI 
case will be able to withstand judicial scrutiny. It 
is also hoped that the resistance to organisations 
like the PFI will increase from within the minority 
community, so that such entities cannot brainwash 
the youth into their own vile ideology of hatred for 
India and its people.

Joyeeta Basu

perspective
HYDRA-HEADED

PFI Ideology must 
be countered

WAlKIng tHe tAlK

The conceptual domain of 
equitable growth is a distant 
reality after the cost-of-living 
crisis sweeping across the 
echelons of middle class en-
trepreneurs and small-scale 
investors. Most of us are un-

aware of how the lowest strata 
of our society are denied equal 
opportunities to the best qual-
ity healthcare and education, 
wherein privatization of the 
basic healthcare and educa-
tion has silently ditched the 
subalterns to remain at the 
same category of exclusion. 
It is significant to walk the talk 
through the mechanisms of 
inclusive growth and se-
quence the changes through 
nano-precision at every level.

Gender neutral policies 
are of little use when a vast 
number of educated women 
do not get any opportunity 
to work for the country. It is 
impossible to precipitate any 
meaningful transition in our 

social and political life without 
empowering women. It could 
be a challenge for the corrupt 
bourgeoise to resurrect the 
social dimensions of change 
and hope through incessant 
policy planning and imple-
mentation.

Many political think-tanks 
argue out a case for equality 
through systemic changes 
such as streamlined data 
collection and direct cash 
transfer mechanisms. How-
ever, there could be an orches-
trated systemic fiasco being 
projected to discard highly 
successful poverty allevia-
tion programmes such as 
Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guar-

antee Act (MGNREGA) 
scheme(s) in future, once 
they gather all the relevant 
data to be traded off. 

The symbiotic relationship 
between the data protection 
authorities and the data min-
ing operations of the private 
companies must be meticu-
lously overseen by the judi-
ciary and media watchdogs. 

There appears to be a deci-
sive policy focus to make the 
rich to be richer by pedaling 
the wheel of fortune and sig-
naling an abysmal transition 
with euphoria. Nothing has 
changed on the ground for 
the rural poor. The dharm-
achakra of the Indian Re-
public stands for absolute 

transparency and integrity, 
which is unknown to the 
political masters allegedly 
supporting the online rum-
my companies to swindle the 
hard-earned money of our 
youngsters. Our chanakyas 
spin the wheel against one 
another but maliciously look 
for illicit corroboration. None 
could spot Iago till the end. We 
knew the fate of Desdemona 
and Othello, long after the foul 
play took place in the typical 
Shakespearean theatrics. Our 
political theatrics is impon-
derably complex display of 
comical characters caught 
up with lethargic planning 
for the people.

It is believed to be a clarion 

call of the policy makers to 
think about alternate policy 
making mechanisms through 
indigenous micro-planning 
solutions. We cannot bell the 
cat, when there is a rat race 
for power and wealth through 
hook or crook. Undoubted-
ly, the intelligence agencies 
will one day unearth all the 
traces leading to sudden pit-
falls endangering the profit 
pathways of BHEL (Bharat 
Heavy Electricals Limited). 
Slowly, the privatization of 
the public sector banks will 
also be justified with a twist 
and tale of corporate image 
management. 

It has been feasible to have 
had inclusive growth to a cer-

tain extent because of these 
public sector banks till now. 
We need to be aware of the 
fact that over three billion 
people cannot afford to have 
healthy nutritious meal in the 
lower middle-income coun-
tries according to the World 
Bank Report. Millions of 
our people may go hungry 
everyday if our planning for 
the future is not in alignment 
with the poverty alleviation 
and rural development. Our 
public sector banks have in 
fact helped the rural poor 
and urban middle class to a 
considerable extent through 
several loans. 

Let us make sure that the 
systemic changes of these 

banks could be highly benefi-
cial to the poor by streamlin-
ing their services with certain 
guidance instead of selling 
them off to a few crony capi-
talists. Our leading thought 
leaders have been sidelined 
with the (temporary) demise 
of planning commission. How 
do we make our political boss-
es accountable for all their 
decisions? Can they publish 
their asset lists or the list of 
their common binamies every 
year? No political party would 
be ready for a whitepaper in 
this case.
Mangalaprathaban Muralid-
haran is a corporate trainer, 
course developer and curriculum 
consultant.

Gender inequality: Need for micro-planning in policy implementation
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The 20th Congress 
of the China’s Com-
munist Party will 

begin on 16 October, a five 
yearly exercise. This time 
it is expected to approve Xi 
Jinping as country’s para-
mount leader for the third 
unprecedented time.

Recent rumours of a mili-
tary or a political coup in 
China seem to be largely 
unsubstantiated and unreli-
able. They can be dismissed 
as based on the fact that the 
current leadership has in 
the past week acted harshly 
against what it called a “po-
litical clique” against the 
Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP), and this is not a new 
phenomenon and more or 
less, happens before every 
major party conference.

Last week, China’s former 
Deputy Public Security 
Minister Sun Lijun, former 
Justice Minister Fu Zheng-
hua and three former police 
chiefs of Shanghai, Chongq-
ing and Shanxi provinces 
were jailed for life, after be-
ing denounced for “serious-
ly damaging the unity of the 
party”. This was also inten-
tioned as a message to anti-
Xi forces to fall in line and 
support the current leader.

Though there is little 
doubt that Xi is poised 
to win five more years as 
China’s paramount leader, 
extending a tenure that 
began in late 2012, there 

is still uncertainty about 
how much influence he will 
wield over the formation of 
a new power structure. But 
the Congress will also end 
speculation about China’s 
rising stars on the horizon. 

20th ccp cOngress
Xi, 69, is widely expected to 
be exempt from the party’s 
informal “seven up, eight 
down” rule that ordinar-
ily requires senior officials 
who are 68 or older to step 
down. The rule will also not 
be applicable to everyone 
in the party’s inner circles, 
meaning at least two of the 
seven-member Politburo 
Standing Committee and 
half of the 25-strong Polit-
buro will probably retire.

But the new structure 
could be even more innova-
tive, as there have been sug-
gestions that Xi may shrink 
the CCP standing commit-
tee to five members, giving 
him more freedom, and 
replace some of those mem-
bers who have yet to reach 
68 by having them retire to 
make way for his support-
ers.

ccp Over the Years
Mao Zedong overshadowed 
the Chinese political system 
for first 27 years of the CCP 
rule. Until his death in 1976, 
Mao had the final word on 
every state and party mat-
ter, including deciding the 
leadership’s formation, 
enlarging or shrinking the 
size of the Politburo and the 
standing committee at will.

In 1978, Deng Xiaoping 
became paramount leader. 
Though considered very 
powerful, yet he also had 
to consult with seven other 
senior party members, a 
group known collectively 
as the “Eight Elders” or the 
“Eight Immortals”.

By 1989, with Jiang Ze-
min’s rise to power and after 
Deng Xiaoping’s death in 
1997, consensus politics had 
started to take hold in the 
CCP. The top party leader-
ship introduced channels 
to balance and institution-
alise power, and to improve 
accountability and gover-
nance. Jiang, for instance, 
introduced the “seven up, 
eight down” practice. Ji-
ang’s successor Hu Jintao, 
from 2002 to 2012 further 
institutionalised Consensus 
rule, through intra-party 
democracy, through straw 
polls and competitive elec-
tions for the members of the 
party’s Central Committee.

Xi’s tenure
This led to June 2007, about 
four months before the par-
ty’s 17th Congress at which 
Xi was inducted into the 
Politburo Standing Com-
mittee, when a straw poll 
was held for the first time 
among all Central Com-
mittee members and other 
leading officials to recom-
mend provisional candi-

dates for the new 25-mem-
ber Politburo.

Five years later in May 
2012, the party’s elite of-
ficials again met in Beijing 
to make recommendations 
on candidates not only for 
the 25-member Politburo, 
but more importantly the 
Standing Committee, also. 
This poll was then used as 
a benchmark to shape the 
new leadership line-up for 
the 18th Congress, at which 
Xi emerged as party su-
premo. However, Jinping 
did not like the previous 
electoral methods. Before 
the party’s 19th Congress in 
October 2017, from which 
Xi emerged as a stronger 
leader having secured a sec-
ond term, the party leader-
ship found serious faults 
with the straw poll method. 
Ahead of the 19th Congress, 
Xi opted instead for face-to-
face meetings to select the 
new leadership. 

The most obvious prereq-
uisite for being elected to 
the new party structure is 
to be seen as being loyal to 
the current leader and party 

leadership besides possess-
ing experience in key areas 
like ability to handle cri-
ses, a proven track record 
of competency, the ability 
to earn Xi’s trust, a highly 
educated background and 
strong regional leadership 
experience. In the forth-
coming Congress, many 
contenders for top posts 
also share close connec-
tions to Xi and his trusted 
aides and have professional 
expertise in areas such as 
technology and business. 
Several of Xi’s former asso-
ciates in Zhejiang and Fu-
jian provinces are expected 
to be promoted to even 
higher positions. One such 
high-flyer is Shanghai par-
ty chief Li Qiang, and the 
other one is He Lifeng, who 
is in charge of the National 
Development and Reform 
Commission. 

Some other regional chiefs 
are also seen as strong 
candidates for advance-
ment, though they have not 
been associated directly 
with Xi before he became 
president. This includes 

Guangdong party boss Li 
Xi; Fujian party secretary 
Yin Li and Shanghai mayor 
Gong Zheng; Liu Haixing, 
a seasoned diplomat; Liu 
Jieyi, currently Head of the 
State Council’s Taiwan Af-
fairs Office, and might be 
the next Chinese foreign 
minister; Liu Zhenli, com-
mander of the PLA’s ground 
forces and Shen Yiqin, one 
of the few women in a pro-
vincial party leadership role 
or on the Central Commit-
tee, Shen is a front runner 
to succeed Sun Chunlan as 
a Politburo member when 
she retires. Vice-Premier 
Sun is currently the only 
woman in the Politburo. 
A confident Xi looking set 
to secure his third term as 
the party chief at the Con-
gress, has plans to achieve 
the target of creating a more 
modern socialist China by 
2049–the centenary of the 
founding of the People’s 
Republic of China, and to 
accomplish this dream, he 
needs a new leadership line-
up which will help him take 
forward and deliver that 
promise or a legacy which 
we would want to leave be-
hind.
Asad Mirza is a political com-
mentator based in New Delhi. 
He was also associated with 
BBC Urdu Service and Khaleej 
Times of Dubai.

Xi set to win 5 more years 
as China’s supreme leader
Xi Jinping is poised to extend a tenure that began in late 2012; however, 
there is still uncertainty about how much influence he will wield 
over the formation of a new power structure. But the Congress will 
end speculation about China’s rising stars on the horizon.

Xi Jinping, 69, is widely expected to be exempt from the party’s informal ‘seven up, eight down’ rule that ordinarily requires senior 
officials who are 68 or older to step down.
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A confident Xi looking set to secure his third term as the 
party chief at the Congress, has plans to achieve the target 
of creating a more modern socialist China by 2049—the 
centenary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China.
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The Supreme Court in the case Mu-
nilal and Ors Versus The State Of 
Jammu And Kashmir And Anr ob-
served and has allowed to withdraw 
a petition seeking to declare certain 
provisions of the Jammu and Kash-
mir Reservation Act, 2005 and re-
lated rules as unconstitutional and 
illegal.

The bench comprising of Chief 
Justice of India UU Lalit, Justice 

Ravindra Bhat and Justice JB Pardi-
wala was prompted to do so after the 
Court was informed of the develop-
ments in the case which took place 
subsequent to the filing of the peti-
tion.

The bench stated that in view of 
the developments which have taken 
up since the filing of the writ petition, 
the court permit the petitioners to 
withdraw the petition with further 
liberty to take or initiate appropri-
ate proceedings in manner known 

as per the law.
During the hearing, it was submit-

ted by ASG Vikramjit Banerjee that 
the petition filed in 2006, pertains to 
provisions on Reservation in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The bench observed that as a result 
of Jammu and Kashmir Reorgan-
isation Act, 2019, the situation has 
drastically changed. Thus, today 
it’s a Union Territory and What is 
prevalent in other Union Territories 
should apply, ipso facto. One, that’s 

a matter of policy.
It was observed by the Court that 

amending a petition from 2006 
would be a tough and convoluted 
task.

The Court stated that Whatever 
you have filed in 2006, cannot be a 
basis for amendments now. How-
ever, What will you amend in a peti-
tion from 2006? The court will grant 
you liberty to withdraw.

Accordingly, the Court disposed of 
the plea, with these observations.

IN LAW

Supreme Court Allowed Withdrawal 
Of Petition Challenging Provisions Of 
J&K Reservation Act 2005
TDG NETWORK 
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23rd October,2019 was a 
red letter day in human 
history when Ameri-

can Special Operations 
Forces carried out a daring 
raid codenamed “Operation 
Kayla Mueller” that killed 
the “crying, whimpering, 
screaming” self-proclaimed 
Caliph of ISIS Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi in his own secret 
hideaway in the outskirts of 
Barisha, in Northwest Syria. 
Startlingly, an explosive 
ordnance disposal military 
robot had participated in the 
mission! On 31st July, 2022, 
the Americans eliminated 
the dreaded Al-Qaeda Chief 
Ayman al-Zawahiri deep in-
side the heart of Kabul with 
the aid of an MQ-9B drone 
that launched two Hellfire 
R9X missiles with pinpoint 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
precision. And this very 
year itself, around 110 inci-
dents of AI guided drones 
from Pakistan, the epicen-

tre of international terror-
ism, clandestinely violating 
Indian airspace to para-drop 
arms, explosives and drugs 
to terrorists and separatists 
firmly embedded on Indian 
soil have alarmingly come 
to light.

AI has come to stay and 
is predicted to contribute 
a staggering 15.7 trillion 
US Dollars to the global 
economy by the year 2030! 
It has wormed its way into 
every conceivable sphere of 
human activity, and the law 
is no exception! The prodi-
gious 17th century German 
polymath Gottfried Leib-
niz, widely recognised as 
the grandfather of AI, who 
was himself a distinguished 
lawyer, aptly remarked, “It is 
unworthy of excellent men to 
lose hours like slaves in the 
labour of calculation which 
could safely be relegated to 
anyone else if machines were 
used.” The legal profession, 
historically tradition bound 
and labour intensive, is on 
the cusp of an unimaginable 
transformation in which AI 
has the potentiality to affect 
the manner and mode in 
which the legal world func-
tions. Very much like e-mail 
drastically changed the way 
we do business, AI would 
become omnipresent – an in-
dispensable tool for lawyers! 

The legal sector was one of 
the first to adopt AI with 
some leading law firms using 
AI platforms in some form or 
the other since the year 2005.  
A cover story published in 
the ABA Journal Magazine, 
the flagship publication of 
the American Bar Associa-
tion, elucidiated, “Artificial 
intelligence is changing the 
way lawyers think, the way 
they do business and the 
way they interact with cli-
ents. Artificial intelligence 
is more than legal technol-
ogy. It is the next great hope 
that will revolutionize the 
legal profession.” Instead 
of wading through piles of 
papers, lawyers can now 
deal with terabytes of data 
and hundreds of thousands 
of documents. The eminent 
American Law Professor 
Daniel Martin Katz has ef-
fectively utilized legal ana-
lytics and machine learning 
to create a highly accurate 
predictive model for the out-
come of American Supreme 
Court decisions. Sometimes 
billed as the first robot law-
yer, ROSS is an advanced 
online research tool using 
natural language process-
ing powered by IBM Watson 
that provides legal research 
and analysis and can report-
edly read and process a phe-
nomenal million legal pages 
per minute. 

In February, 2018, a group 
of leading academics and re-
searchers published a report, 
raising alarm bells about the 
increasing possibilities that 
rogue states, criminals, ter-
rorists and other malefactors 
could conceivably exploit AI 
capabilities to cause wide 
spread irreparable damage. 
Back in 2017, the legendary 

physicist, Stephen William 
Hawking, cautioned that 
the emergence of AI could 
be the “worst event in the 
history of our civilization”. 
To date, no industry stan-
dards exist to guide the 
secure development and 
maintenance of AI systems. 
On 3rd February, 2022, U.S. 
Senator Ron Wyden along 
with Senator Cory Booker 
and Representative Yvette 
Clarke introduced the Algo-
rithmic Accountability Act 
of 2022, a landmark bill H. 
R. 6580 in the U.S. House of 
Representatives to bring new 
transparency and oversight 
of software, algorithms and 
other automated systems. 
Wyden explained, “Our bill 
will pull back the curtain on 
the secret algorithms that 
can decide whether Ameri-
cans get to see a doctor, rent 
a house or get into a school. 
Transparency and account-

ability are essential to give 
consumers choice and pro-
vide policymakers with the 
information needed to set 
the rules of the road for crit-
ical decision systems.” Sen. 
Booker further explained, 

“As algorithms and other au-
tomated decision systems 
take on increasingly promi-
nent roles in our lives, we 
have a responsibility to en-
sure that they are adequately 
assessed for biases that may 
disadvantage minority or 
marginalized communities.” 
And Rep. Clarke struck an 
optimistic note, “With our 
renewed Algorithmic Ac-
countability Act, large com-
panies will no longer be able 
to turn a blind eye towards 
the deleterious impact of 
their automated systems, 
intended or not. We must 
ensure that our 21st Century 
technologies become tools of 
empowerment, rather than 

marginalization and seclu-
sion.” 

India currently has no 
laws or government-issued 
guidelines regulating AI. 
Instead, the government de-
veloped a number of national 
strategies or road maps re-
lated to AI in 2018. On 1st 
February, 2018, the Union 
Finance Minister and my 
dear friend and class mate 
from my Law Faculty days 
Arun Jaitley stated that the 
apex public policy think tank 
NITI Aayog “would lead the 
national programme on AI”. 
Thereafter, the Committee of 
Secretaries held a meeting 
on 8th February, 2018, and 
tasked NITI Aayog with for-
mulating a National Strategy 
Plan for AI “in consultation 
with Ministries and Depart-
ments concerned, academia 
and private sector.” On 4th 
June, 2018, NITI Aayog pub-
lished a discussion paper on 

a National Strategy on Arti-
ficial Intelligence. On 27th 
July, 2018, the Government 
of India’s Committee of Ex-
perts released a Draft Pro-
tection of Personal Data Bill 
along with an accompanying 
report entitled “A Free and 
Fair Digital Economy Pro-
tecting Privacy, Empowering 
Indians”. The Bill was first 
introduced in the Lok Sabha 
on 11th December, 2019. It 
was then referred to a Joint 
Parliamentary Committee, 
which tabled its report in the 
Lok Sabha on 6th December, 
2021. On 3rd August, 2022, 
the Government unilater-
ally withdrew the Bill. In a 
note circulated to MPs, the 
Union IT Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw explained the rai-
son d’etre for withdrawal of 
the Bill, “The Personal Data 
Protection Bill, 2019 was 
deliberated in great detail 
by the Joint Committee of 

Parliament…on consider-
ing the report of the JCP, a 
comprehensive legal frame-
work is being worked upon.” 
Thereafter, the Minister of 
State for IT Rajeev Chan-
drashekhar tweeted, “This 
will soon be replaced by a 
comprehensive framework 
of global standard laws, in-
cluding digital privacy laws, 
for contemporary and future 
challenges and catalyse PM 
Narendra Modi’s vision of 
India Techade”.

Cyber-threat actors are 
becoming increasingly ag-
ile and inventive, spurred 
by the burgeoning base of 
financial resources and the 
absence of viable regulation 

– factors that often stifle in-
novation for legitimate en-
terprises. This threat tran-
scends the periphery of any 
single enterprise or nation 
in what Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru described as “this one 
world that can no longer be 
split into isolated fragments.” 
There is an imperative need 
for transparent, incisive and 
thoughtful collaboration 
between academics, pro-
fessional associations, the 
private sector, regulators 
and world governing bodies. 
Strategic collaboration will 
be more impactful than uni-
lateral responses to address 
the issue of ethics and regu-
lation in AI. Finally, I am 
highly emboldened to sound 
a note of caution by turning 
to the foreboding words of 
the renowned American AI 
researcher, blogger and ex-
ponent of human rationality 
Eliezer Shlomo Yudkowsky, 

“By far the greatest danger of 
Artificial Intelligence is that 
people conclude too early 
that they understand it.” 

LEGAL ANALYSIS

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, ITS SECURITY AND REGULATION
analysis

ANOOP BOSE

The Supreme Court in the case The Secretary 
to Government and another vs PG Venugo-
pal observed and has imposed an exemplary 
cost of Rupees 5 lakhs on the State of Tamil 
Nadu for filing of an unnecessary Special 
Leave Petition.

The bench comprising of Justice MR Shah 
and the Justice Krishna Murari observed and 
has held that it is required to be noted that 
as such the State ought not to have filed the 
present Special Leave Petition. Despite the 
fact that the issue with respect to entitlement 
of pension by the respondent was concluded 
up to this Court, thereafter, still the state had 
an audacity to contend that the respondent 
was not entitled for the pension.

However, the present issue is related to 
the pensionary entitlement of an employee. 
In an earlier round of litigation, it has been 
confirmed by the Supreme Court the pen-
sionary entitlement of the employee. It stat-
ed that when the stage for disbursing the 
arrears came, the State took up a plea that 
the employee was not entitled to pension. By 
its judgement in February 2022, the Madras 
High Court rejected the State’s contention 
wherein observing that the Department “has 
misappropriated the money of the employee 

by depriving him of his pension”.
The High Court division bench observed 

that the act of the appellants in not granting 
arrears of pension from 01.04.2009 is arbi-
trary. Once the entitlement of pension of the 
employee is decided and the appellants are 
bound to pay the same. Thus, challenging 
the same, the State approached the Supreme 
Court, which took an extremely critical view 
of the State’s conduct.

It was observed by the Supreme Court 
that once the issue was concluded up to 
this court that the respondent is entitled to 
pension, thereafter, it was not open for the 
State to again contend post 2009 when the 
arrears were to be paid that the respondent 
is not entitled for the pension. Therefore, the 
aforesaid stand is just in teeth of order passed 
by this Court. In light of the matter, there is 
no substance in the present Special Leave Pe-
tition, the same deserves to be dismissed and 
is accordingly dismissed with an exemplary 
cost, which is quantified at Rs. 5,00,000/-.

The court stated that the cost of Rs. 
5,00,000/-, to be deposited by the State 
within a period of four weeks from Sep-
tember 19 with the Registry of the Supreme 
Court and on such deposit and the same is to 
be transferred to the Mediation and Concili-
ation Project Committee (MCPC), Supreme 
Court of India.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: IMPOSED RS 
5 LAKH COST ON TAMIL NADU 
GOVT FOR FILLING UNNECESSARY 
PLEA CHALLENGING PENSION OF 
EMPLOYEE

TDG NETWORK 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is-
sued a press release on 22.09.2022., 
wherein directing Mahindra & 
Mahindra Financial Services Ltd. 
(MMFSL), Mumbai, to immediately 
cease carrying out any recovery or 
repossession activity through out-
sourcing arrangements, till further 
orders of the court. Therefore, the 
MMFSL may continue to carry out 
recovery or repossession activities, 
through its own employees. Further, 
it was stated that the action was 
based on certain material supervi-
sory concerns observed in MMFSL, 
with regard to the management of 
its outsourcing activities.
Background of the Case

Mahindra & Mahindra Financial 
Services Ltd. (MMFSL) is a part 
of Mahindra & Mahindra group 
of companies and is at present led 
by Mr. Anand Mahindra. Thus, 

MMFSL is a Non-Banking Financial 
Company (NBFC), which provides 
Vehicle and Asset Finance to rural 
Indians and finances the purchase 
of new and pre-owned tractors, con-
struction equipment, commercial 

vehicles and two wheelers.
Recently, it is surfaced in the news 

that a pregnant woman had died af-
ter she was allegedly mowed down 
under the wheels of a tractor by a re-
covery agent of MMFSL in Hazarib-

agh, Jharkhand. However, a loan has 
been taken by the deceased woman’s 
father from MMFSL and the out-
sourced recovery agents were at-
tempting to recover the same while 
the incident had taken place.

IN COURT

RBI Directed Mahindra & Mahindra 
Financial Services To Cease Recovery 
Through Outsourcing Arrangements
TDG NETWORK 
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When RSS chief Mohan Bhagwatji visited a mosque and then a madarsa 
in Delhi, the political temperature soared high. I think this is an important 
step by the RSS chief and it should be seen as a good gesture and a good 
effort. Meetings lead to the opening of knots and fostering of brotherhood. 
This effort is really an attempt to unite Imams and Pandits

Everybody was in the 
dark about RSS chief 
Mohan Bhagwat’s 

outreach meeting with 
prominent Muslim intel-
lectuals in Delhi’s Jhande-
walan area last month until 
it became known recently. 
Prominent among those 
who attended that meeting 
were former Chief Election 
Commissioner S Y Quraishi, 
former lieutenant governor 
of Delhi Najeeb Jung, former 
vice-chancellor of Aligarh 
Muslim University and for-
mer army officer Zameer 
Uddin Shah, former parlia-
mentarian and journalist 
Shahid Siddiqui and busi-
nessman Saeed Shervani.

Interestingly, the day the 
news of that meeting became 
public through the media 
after one month, RSS chief 
Mohan Bhagwat visited a 

mosque off Kasturba Gan-
dhi Marg near India Gate. 
He had gone there at the 
invitation of Umer Ahmed 
Ilyasi, the head of the All In-
dia Imam Organisation and 
the two talked in private for 
about 40 minutes.

Subsequently, the RSS 
chief visited Tajweedul 
Quran Madarsa and in-
teracted with the children 
there. According to some 
reports, Imam Ilyasi de-
scribed the RSS chief as the 
‘Rashtrapita’ or the father of 
the nation and ‘Rashtrarishi’ 
i.e. the sage of the nation in 
presence of the children. 
However, later he said that 
people have not understood 
his point properly. In reply, 
Bhagwatji said with humil-
ity that we are all children 
of the nation. Mohan Bhag-
watji is indeed a person with 
liberal views. His think-
ing is progressive. He has 
also brought about several 
changes within the RSS or-
ganisation.

Naturally, politics was 
bound to heat up. Differ-
ent views started being ex-
pressed. Somebody said 
why the RSS is missing the 
Muslims. A section of Mus-
lims also got angry with 
Imam Ilyasi. Surely, Mo-

han Bhagwatji is the first 
RSS chief to enter a mosque 
or pay a visit to a madarsa 
and talk to the children, but 
the RSS has been interact-
ing with Muslims for a long 
time. This process started at 
the time of the fifth chief of 
the RSS, K S Sudarshan.

In 2004, a meeting was 
also held at the India Inter-
national Centre in Delhi. 
RSS has been in constant di-
alogue with Jamiat-e-Ulema-
e-Hind. In 2019, Maulana 
Arshad Madani and Rashtri-
ya Mohan Bhagwat also met 
each other. Not only this, the 
RSS had given shape to an 
organisation named Muslim 
Rashtriya Manch around 
two decades back and it is 
mentored by Indresh Ku-
mar. He also played a stellar 
role in arranging meetings 
with Muslim intellectuals 
last month and now doing so 
while visiting mosques and 
madarsas.

I am personally a firm be-
liever in democratic tradi-
tions and I feel that if any 
initiative is being taken to 
establish brotherhood in to-
tality between two commu-
nities, then it must be wel-
comed. We are all well aware 
of the current situation in 
the country. There should be 
no hesitation in saying there 
are people on both sides for 
whom extremism is a weap-
on. As a result, the mistrust 
between the two is getting 
deeper and this divide can 
be bridged only by under-
standing each other. Com-
munication is very impor-
tant in this process. Unless 
we meet each other and try 
to open the knots that have 

developed in minds, the 
problem cannot be resolved! 
I would like to mention here 
that the common perception 
about former Prime Minis-
ter Indira Gandhi was that 
she would give preference 
to Muslims but it was not 
so. She also had cordial rela-
tions with the then RSS chief 
Deorasji and also with Bal 

Thackerayji.
Who can deny that this 

country belongs to Muslims 
as much as it belongs to 
Hindus, as much to Sikhs, 
Jains, Buddhists, or Par-
sis, or those who believe in 
other ideologies and faiths? 
We all have to live together. 
There can be  differences of 
opinion but there should 

be no disharmony in a re-
lationship. But today unity 
and harmony are replaced 
by distrust and discord. It 
is obvious that these condi-
tions are not only bother-
ing the common man, but 
also worrying the intellec-
tually enlightened leaders. 
This meeting should be 
seen as borne out of that 

concern. By accepting the 
invitation of Imam Ilyasi 
and reaching the mosque, 
Bhagwatji has given out a 
message of cordiality.

 According to the infor-
mation that has emerged, 
the RSS chief asked Mus-
lim intellectuals what is 
their opinion about cow 
slaughter and the word 

kafir? The intellectuals 
clearly said that no sensible 
Muslim ever uses the word 
kafir for any Hindu. When 
the issue of cow slaughter 
was discussed, intellectu-
als reminded the RSS chief 
that the founder of Aligarh 
Muslim University, Sir 
Syed Ahmed Khan, had 
banned beef on the univer-
sity campus. The intellec-
tuals also said that there is 
no such issue that cannot 
be discussed!

 It is to be hoped that the 
reconciliation process that 
Bhagwatji has initiated will 
help us to reach a peaceful 
conclusion. The world is in 
turmoil, why should we get 
affected by it? But for that, 
curbing violent thoughts 
is essential. In the words of 
Bhagwatji, why search for 
Shivling in every mosque? 
And Muslim organisations 
also have to think about 
why they should harbour 
in their community those 
misguided people who 
come out on the streets to 
protest against the action 
taken against terrorists. 
They are fringe elements 
and hence they can be 
marginalised. Not every 
Muslim should be treated 
as Pakistani! Keep in mind 
that it takes two hands to 
clap. One hand can only act 
as a slap. I fully agree with 
Imam Umer Ilyasi’s saying 
that if the Imam and the 
Pandit unite, the country 
will become strong.

The author is the chair-
man, Editorial Board of 
Lokmat Media and former 
member of Rajya Sabha.

An attempt to unite Imams and Pandits
ANALYSIS

analysis
VIJAY DARDA

RSS’ meetings with Muslim intellectuals are being held since the time of the fifth chief of the RSS, K S Sudarshan

The use of trademarks has 
been used more frequently 
on non-competing goods 
in recent years. Domino’s 
Pizza v. domino, Finland 
Vodka v. Finland Cheese, 
Dove beauty bar v. Dove 
chocolate. Instead of being 
deemed a trademark viola-
tion, it is treated as usual 
&amp; expected activity. 
The legislation allows en-
terprises to use the same 
name if they sell in different 
markets and have unique 
&quot; products. &quot; In  
his article, the author tries 
to exemplify the enterprises 
that can use a similar brand 
name to sell different prod-
ucts generally referred to as 

“brand twins”. As decided by 
the recent order, there are 
certain exceptional brands 
that have been given special 
privileges in light of IP Pro-
tection which otherwise will 
be treated as infringement of 
trademark and the same has 
been discussed in this article. 
Keywords: Trademark In-
fringement, IP Law, Brand, 
Amul, Dominos

INTRODUCTION
T h e  D e p a r t m e nt  o f 

Industrial  Policy and 
Promotion&#39;s Office of 
CGPDTM in India investi-

gates the filing of various 
intellectual property rights. 
In the year 2021, around 256 
thousand industrial trade-
marks were registered in In-
dia. With the globalization 
and development of tech-
nology around the globe, IP-
intensive companies and in-
dustries are emerging each 
day and understanding the 
importance of IP protection.

Think of the purple-col-
ored Cadbury chocolate - 
that particular shade of pur-
ple is trademarked. Think 
of the golden arches design 
associated with McDonald’s 
packaging; that specific sym-
bol is trademarked. Both 
the distinctive purple color 
and the familiar McD logo 
instantly create brand and 
product glory in consum-
ers&#39; minds.

In general, a trademark is 
the legal recognition of the 
brand, which distinguishes 
your identity and makes it 
unique. It is a word, phrase, 
logo, or configuration that 
recognizes and distinguish-
es the sources of goods of 
one enterprise from another. 
India is a signatory to 2 ma-
jor international treaties: (i) 
Paris Convention for Pro-
tection of Industry Property, 
1883 and (ii) TRIPS Agree-

ment (Trade-related aspects 
of IP Rights), 1994. With glo-
balization, trademarks have 
attained immense value and 
require uniform standard 
protection as recognized in 
TRIPS. This led to the an-
nulment of the old Indian 
Trade &amp; Merchandise 
Marks Act, 1958, and the 
enactment of the new Trade 
Marks Act, 1999. This Act 
provides for trademark reg-
istration, protection, and 
penalties for infringement.

CAN COMPETITIVE 
BUSINESSES CHOOSE 
SIMILAR BRAND
NAMES?

Think of Pominick as a 
company that sells dark 
chocolates, and then imag-
ine Pominick as a com-
pany that sells pizza. As a 
consumer, how would you 
distinguish Domino&#39;s 
pizza selling brand from 
Pominick&#39;s? Can Pomi-
nick sell pizza with a similar 
brand name as Dominoes?

This question has two fac-
ets:
1- NON-COMPETING 
BUSINESS

The use of overlapping 
trademarks is not con-
sidered infringing if the 
products or services of the 
companies are not compet-
ing and are not distributed 
in the same markets. There 
are many brands in the 
market that use the same 
brand name for different 
types of business or prod-
uct categories, which are 
called &quot;brand twins. 
& quot; Is Dove Beauty Bar 
and Dove Chocolate owned 

by the same company? No, 
although two different busi-
nesses possess the same reg-
istered name, it has different 
product. Unilever, based in 
the United Kingdom, owns 
soap, and Mars, based in the 
United States, owns Dove 
chocolate.

There are many detriments 
of using the same brand 
name as it tarnishes indi-
viduality and affects brand 
recognition. But it is not pos-
sible to own a “word”. Even 
companies like Unilever or 
Apple didn&#39;t make their 
investment by trademarking 
their brand name in all cat-
egories of products. So, to 
maintain genuineness and 
uniqueness, one must do the 
proper research in the niche 
product area before finaliz-
ing its brand name.
2- COMPETING BUSI-

NESS
Generally, businesses that 

are competitive in nature are 
restrained from opting for 
trademarks that are similar 
to any businesses that are 
already in existence. One 
of the primary purposes of 
trademarks is to dissuade 
consumer confusion. The ice 
cream parlor with mouth-
watering flavors might lose 
business to an identically 
named parlor that sells lousy 
ice- cream.

In the case of Dominos IP 
holder LLC &amp; Anr v. 
Ms Dominick Pizza &amp; 
Anr, 1 the Court ordered to 
give Domino’s protection of 
its mark “Dominos Pizza” 
and restrained Dominick 
Pizza from selling, advertis-
ing, or marketing under the 
marks “Cheese Burst” and 

“Pasta Italiano.&quot; The 

Court further suspended the 
domain names of “Dominick 
Pizza”. Using an identical 
name with similar flavors 
is deceptive and creates dis-
array in consumers&#39; 
minds.

If a business uses a trade-
mark that is identical or 
confusingly similar to that 
of a competitor, and there 
is a chance that customers 
may mistake the source of 
the goods or services, then 
that business has commit-
ted trademark infringement.

EXTENDED PROTEC-
TION TO THESE BUSI-
NESSES: EXCEPTION
TO NON-COMPETING 
BUSINESS

Some businesses in the 
market have a powerful his-
tory and emotion attached 
to them, and these busi-

nesses should be shielded 
more comprehensively to 
protect their cordiality and 
maintain their authenticity. 
The same has been done in 
a recent matter of “Amul”. 
AMUL - The Taste of India

In a recent case of Kaira 
District Cooperative Milk 
Producers Union Ltd. vs 
Maa Tara Trading Co. 2 
The Calcutta High Court 
said that the “Amul” brand 
symbolizes an Indian brand 
that has become a house-
hold name and they should 
be given extensive protec-
tion against unauthorized 
use even with respect to 
non-competing goods and 
services as it represents the 
progress towards wealth 
in India&#39;s rural areas. 
Therefore, the court re-
strained Maa Tara, a local 
candle distributing com-
pany from using the trade-
mark “Amul Candles” as it 
violates the statutory rights 
as well as the common rights 
of Amul which has resulted 
in the loss of revenue.

1 Dominick severely tar-
nishing Business &amp; 
Trademark, available at: 
https://www.livelaw.in/
news-updates/delhi- high-
court-dominos-trademark-
infringement-dominick-
izza-reputation-208033 
(Visited on September 4, 
2022)

2 Trademark ‘Amul’ de-
serves broad protection 
against non-competing 
goods, available at: https://
www.barandbench.com/
amp/story/news/litigation/
trademark-amul-deserves-
broad-protection-against- 

non-competing-goods-ser-
vices-calcutta-high-court 
(Visited on September 5, 
2022)

Despite numerous court 
cases, many companies 
still make crores from the 
&quot;Amul&quot; trade-
mark tarnishing the brand 
image and being deceptive to 
the general populace. Amul 
Macho, for instance, has sold 
innerwear for years without 
being ordered for injunction 
by the Court. The rights of 
these brands, which con-
tribute significantly to the 
Indian economy and the 
revolution, must be fiercely 
protected. 

CONCLUSION
The use of technology dic-

tates almost everything from 
techniques and methodolo-
gies to IP conflicts. Refine-
ment in Technology will 
lead to an increase in crimes 
and trademark infringement, 
making it simpler for infe-
rior businesses to defame 
products from renowned en-
terprises. It is a well-known 
legal norm that a business 
can acquire exclusive rights 
to use a specific phrase with-
in certain bounds. The word 
must have been used to the 
point where it has become 
distinctive and has lost its 
original meaning. There are 
certain brands that need spe-
cial protection because of the 
heritage and unique iden-
tity they harbor and these 
brands can be safeguarded 
by passing special laws that 
specify the requirements 
to qualify as “exceptions to 
non-competing business”.
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North Korea fired an 
apparent ballistic 
missile on Wednes-

day evening, just a day 
ahead of US Vice President 
Kamla Harris’ visit to De-
militarized Zone dividing 
South and North Korea. 

Notably, this is the sec-
ond launch from nuclear-
armed North Korea in four 
days, The Japan Times 
reported. South Korea’s 
military also confirmed the 
launch of an unidentified 
ballistic missile into the Sea 

of Japan. 
After the missile launch 

by North Korea, Japan’s 
Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida issued an instruc-
tion where it stated that 
one needs to dedicate maxi-
mum effort to gather and 
analyze the information 
and provide the public with 
speedy and adequate infor-
mation. 

The second one was to en-
sure the safety of aircraft, 
vessels, and other assets. 
Lastly, 

“ T a k e  a l l  p o s s i b l e 
measures  for  precau-
tion,  including readi-

ness for contingencies.” 
Earlier, on Sunday, North 
Korea launched a short-
range ballistic missile for 
its first major weapons test 
since early June 

This apparent missile 
launch came as US Vice 
President is all set to visit 
the Demilitarized Zone di-
viding South and North 
Korea on Thursday, Voice 
Of America reported. 

Harris is spending most 
of this week in South Korea 
and Japan, two East Asian 
nations the Biden admin-
istration sees as alternative 
options in the region as 

China grows bolder. 
Harris was among doz-

ens of foreign dignitar-
ies in Tokyo on Tuesday 
to pay respects to assas-
sinated former Japanese 
leader Shinzo Abe, who 
was ki l led on July 8. 
“The alliance between Ja-
pan and the United States 
is a cornerstone of what we 
believe is integral to peace, 
stability and prosperity in 
the Indo-Pacific region,” 
Harris said. “And this is 
something we prioritize 
because we also believe it 
is in the best interest of the 
American people in terms 

of their security and pros-
perity and we do believe 
the same for Japanese peo-
ple,” she added as quoted 
by Voice of America. 

In the last week, Kim 
Song, North Korea’s am-
bassador to the United 
Nations, accused the US 
of compelling the DPRK 
to adopt a law on the 
policy of nuclear forces. 
While speaking at UNGA, 
Kim Song said, “The Unit-
ed States compelled the 
DPRK to adopt a law on the 
policy of nuclear forces in 
defiance of the US hostile 
hostility.” 

Posturing 

north Korea fires missile ahead of 
Kamala harris’ visit to demilitarized zone
TDG NETWORK
Tokyo

Myanmar beauty queen Han 
Lay who was facing threats 
from the military junta is 
seeking asylum in Canada. 

The 23-year-old who took 
refuge in Thailand after 
criticizing her home coun-
try’s ruling military junta 
has left Bangkok for Canada 

where she is expected to 
seek asylum, Thai immigra-
tion officials told CNN. Han 
Lay captured international 
attention with an emotional 
pageant speech during the 
finals of the Miss Grand In-
ternational Myanmar compe-
tition in 2021 when she held 
up a banner with the words 
“Pray for Myanmar” to raise 
awareness of human rights 

atrocities committed by junta 
officials.  She received death 
threats after the speech and 
decided not to return home 
after the competition - which 
was held in Thailand.  How-
ever, she appeared to face the 
threat of deportation after 
returning to Thailand last 
Wednesday following a trip 
to Vietnam, reported CNN. 

She was stopped by officials 

at Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi 
International Airport who 
said they had discovered a 
problem with her passport 
and since then she had been 
in limbo. 

Archayon Kraithong, dep-
uty chief of Thailand’s im-
migration bureau, told CNN 
on Wednesday that Han Lay 
had left Bangkok on Tuesday 
night.

death threats

Myanmar beauty queen seeks asylum in 
Canada amid threats from military junta
TDG NETWORK
Bangkok

While Pakistan at UNGA 
recently urged the interna-
tional communities to help 
it with economic losses amid 
the unprecedented flooding, 
which is estimated to be 
USD 28 billion, on the other 
hand, it recently received F-
16-related equipment from 
the United States worth USD 
450 million. 

The recent flooding in Pak-
istan which created havoc in 
the country is estimated to 
cause damage to the extent 

of USD 28 billion and an 
upsurge in poverty by 5 per 
cent, indicating that nine 
to 12 million people might 
fall below the poverty line, 
The News International re-
ported. Pakistan has a total 
of 160 districts. To date, half 
of these across the country is 
declared “calamity hit.” But 
the Balochistan and Sindh 
provinces were majorly hit 
during this unprecedented 
flooding. 

Sindh has suffered the 
most and its damages stand 
at a whopping sum of USD 
5.9 billion. Balochistan is sec-

ond with USD 3.04 billion in 
losses.

The losses in Punjab stand 
at USD 0.55 billion, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa at USD 0.54 
billion, while Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir and Gilgit 
Baltistan suffered a loss of 
USD 0.02 billion and USD 
0.03 billion respectively, the 
officials noted. 

Despite this, Pakistan re-
ceived F-16-related equip-
ment for an estimated cost 
of USD 450 million from the 
US while its own people re-
main in dire need of food and 
medical assistance. 

The locals of the Sindh and 
Balochistan province claim 
that no officials have visited 
the flood-affected area to as-
certain the magnitude of the 
disaster leaving the people to 
suffer. 

There is also an outbreak of 
diseases in the two provinc-
es, children are dying from 
cholera. 

The stagnant floodwaters 
have led to widespread cas-
es of skin and eye infections, 
diarrhoea, malaria, typhoid 
and dengue fever across nu-
merous provinces, triggering 
health threats to people.

mismatch 

Pakistan spends $450 million on F-16 
package amid $28b loss due to floods
TDG NETWORK
IslamaBad

A 37-year-old male passen-
ger was arrested Wednes-
day for allegedly making a 
hoax bomb threat on board 
a plane travelling from San 
Francisco to Changi Airport, 
which forced the Singapore 
Air Force to scramble two 
fighter jets, a media report 
said. 

The two fighter jets es-
corted the Singapore Air-
lines plane until it landed 
safely at Changi Airport at 
5:50 am local time, CNN re-
ported. “Earlier today, two 
of our F16C/Ds were acti-
vated to escort a Singapore 
Airlines flight that departed 

San Francisco for Singa-
pore. This was because of a 
suspected bomb threat on 
board the aircraft,” the Sin-
gapore Air Force said. “Our 
fighters escorted the airliner 
till it landed safely at Changi 
Airport.” 

The report said teams 
from the army’s chemical, 
biological, radiological and 
explosives defence group 
and airport police division 
were on site to verify the 
claim. Defence Ministry of-
ficials, who discovered the 
bomb threat to be false, said 
the army was “mobilized 
immediately.” 

mid-air trouble

Fighter jets escort 
Singapore Airlines 
plane amid bomb 
hoax, man arrested
TDG NETWORK
sIngapore

loyally yours

comPlete loyalty 
to Xi sole criterion 
for Party congress 
delegates’ election
TDG NETWORK
Hong kong 

Ahead of the 20th Party Congress of the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP) due to take place on October 16, the CCP com-
pleted the process of carefully selecting 2,296 loyal delegates 
to the Congress on the basis of complete loyalty to Chinese 
President Xi Jinping. 

This was done to ensure a trouble-free and dissent-free 
approval of the third term of power to Xi, reported The HK 
Post. These delegates will represent more than 96 million 
party members and more than 4.9 million grass-roots party 
organizations, “bear the ardent expectations of the people of 
all ethnic groups in the country, and honourably attend the 
party’s twentieth national congress” 

The party bigwigs are happy that it will not face any problems 
from the elected delegates when the political, economic and 
international resolutions are put to vote, reported The HK Post. 

The agenda says, “(they) meet the requirements stipulated by 
the CPC Central Committee, are highly qualified ideologically 
and politically, possess and demonstrate good work styles and 
moral conduct, are competent in discussing state affairs, and 
have made remarkable achievements in their work.” 

Meanwhile, Xinhua in its reports left none in doubt that prin-
ciples of democracy were conspicuous by their absence when 
the selection process was underway, reported The HK Post. 

“Under the guidance of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism 
with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, the delegates were 
elected in accordance with the Party Constitution, the CPC 
Central Committee’s requirements, adopting methods required 
by the CPC Central Committee. The process upheld the Party’s 
nature and purpose, adhered to and enhanced the Party’s 
overall leadership, and fully embodied intraparty democracy.” 
An editorial in the People’s Daily issues a sermon to the del-
egates that their duty begins and ends with expressing loyalty 
to President and General Secretary Xi Jinping. 

“Take the lead to deeply understand the decisive significance 
of the Two Establishments, strengthen the ‘four conscious-
ness’ and ‘four self-confidence’, in order to achieve the two 
safeguards; study and implement the spirit of the important 
speech of General Secretary Xi Jinping at the symposium for 
leading cadres at the provincial and ministerial levels on July 
26; study, understand and implement Xi Jinping Thought on 
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era;’ or-
ganically combine Party history study with understanding 
ideas around strengthening Party spirit; strengthen ideals and 
beliefs, continuously enhance political judgement, understand-
ing, and execution, and maintain a high degree of consistency 
with the Party Central Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping at 
the core in terms of ideology, politics, and actions.”

Chinese President Xi Jinping

unholy neXus

Pak Army, Taliban 
involved in narco trade, 
reveals NATO probe
TDG NETWORK
Brussels

The unholy nexus of the 
Pakistan Army and the 
Taliban’s involvement in the 
narco trade was revealed by 
the NATO Defence Educa-
tion Enhancement Program 
(DEEP) report. 

According to this 2022 
report titled “Narco-Insecu-
rity, Inc, the convergence of 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
narco-trade was made pos-
sible with the help of Paki-
stan’s military spy agency the 
ISI, which launched several 
covert operations with sym-
pathetic jihadist groups, all 
of whom relied heavily on 
narcotics trafficking to fund 
their operations,” reported 
South Asia Press. 

The illegal narcotics trade 
constitutes one of the main 
financial sources of the in-
surgency groups in Afghani-
stan and Pakistan, but, more 
importantly, it feeds narco-
terror, globally. 

Moreover, Af-Pak heroin 
networks, drug lords and 
their nexus with the Taliban 

and Pakistani military pres-
ent a principal impediment 
to security, state-building, 
and democratic governance 
in Afghanistan and the re-
gion. 

Pakistan’s role in drug 
proliferation is validated by 
a number of arrests of its na-
tionals in other countries on 
charges of drug trafficking. 

It is reported that Pakistan 
has established smuggling 
networks over the last years 
into India - and especially 
within the Kashmir valley - 
so as to ensure a steady sup-
ply of narcotics and weap-
ons, reported South Asia 
Press. 

The central aim of this 
NATO academic report writ-
ten by David R Winston is to 
analyse the growth of the 
narcotics industry stemming 
from Afghanistan as well as 
Pakistan and the nexus that 
has formed between narcot-
ics trafficking and terrorism. 
The Taliban have long used 
narcotics as their main 
source of revenue. Without 
the poppy crop, they may 
never have grown to be the 

massive organisation that 
they are today that was ca-
pable of toppling the Ghani 
government, as per the 
writer. 

With the control of Af-
ghanistan by the Taliban 
last year, the terror group 
has acquired control over 
the opium cultivation in the 
country, reported South Asia 
Press. 

According to the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC) November 
2021 Report, Afghanistan 
accounted for around 85 per 
cent of global opium produc-
tion in the year 2020 and 
supplied approximately 80 
per cent of the world’s opium 
consumers. 

The total value of opiates 
(opium, morphine, and 
heroin) was 9 per cent to 
14 per cent of Afghanistan’s 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) in 2020. Metham-
phetamine and cannabis 
are two other major drugs 
which have expanded pro-
duction in Afghanistan 
in recent years, reported 
South Asia Press. 

top of the day

17 dead, three 
injured in china 
restaurant fire
BeIjIng: at least 17 
people were killed and 
three sustained injuries as 
a fire broke out at a restau-
rant in China’s Changchun 
city on Wednesday, media 
reports said citing local 
authorities. at the eatery 
in the northeastern city 
of Changchun, at around 
12:40 pm, a blaze erupted 
causing loss of lives, 
reported arab news quot-
ing a statement by local 
government posted on the 
Weibo social media plat-
form. earlier, a massive 
fire broke out at a high-
rise commercial building 
in China’s Hunan province. 
However, no casualties 
were reported, as per the 
China Telecom building 
where the fire incident oc-
curred, state media CgTn 
reported. The commercial 
building is more than 200 
meters tall and is located 
in Changsha, it added. 

zardari 
admitted to 
hosPital
IslamaBad: Former 
pakistan president asif 
ali Zardari was admitted 
to karachi hospital on 
Tuesday after his health 
deteriorated, according 
to media reports. Zardari, 
the co-chairman of the 
pakistan people’s party 
(ppp), was said to be ill 
for several weeks now. He 
was finally admitted to the 
hospital on Tuesday. He 
will undergo a medical 
procedure related to his 
lungs, The express Tri-
bune newspaper reported 
citing insiders. earlier in 
july, the former pakistan 
president had contracted 
Covid-19 during his visit to 
dubai. last year, 67-year-
old Zardari was admitted 
to a private hospital in 
karachi.

three leaKs 
found in nord 
stream gas 
PiPeline
CopenHagen: danish 
authorities said they had 
discovered a total of three 
leaks in the nord stream 1 
and 2 gas pipelines. dan-
ish energy authority an-
nounced on Tuesday that 
two of the leaks were lo-
cated in the nord stream 1 
pipeline to the north-east 
of the Baltic sea island 
of Bornholm while the 
other one is in the nord 
stream 2 pipeline to the 
south-east of the island, 
deutsche presse-agentur, 
german news agency 
reported. after the suspi-
cious leaks of pipelines 
running from russia to 
germany under the Baltic 
sea, people were suspect-
ing of possible sabotage. 

 
chinese national 
shot dead in 
Karachi
IslamaBad: a Chinese 
national was killed while 
two others were injured 
in pakistan’s karachi on 
Wednesday, local media 
reported, citing authorities.
Quoting a police official, 
dawn reported that an 
unidentified man opened 
fire inside a dental clinic 
in karachi’s saddar area. 
ssp south asad raza said 
that one person was killed 
and two people were in-
jured who were shifted to a 
hospital for treatment. He 
confirmed that the three 
were Chinese people.

growing rift

Pak-Afghan ties take 
a nasty turn over 
Durand line conflict

The border conflict between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
over Durand Line that di-
vides not just the two coun-
tries but also the Pashtuns 
remains a bone of conten-
tion between the two na-
tions, however, both chose 
to remain silent on several 
issues related to human 
rights. 

According to Al Arabiya, 
the growing rancour be-
tween the two countries 
was manifested in a recent 
incident on September 19, 
wherein Afghan security 
guards posted at Pakistan 
Consulate, Jalalabad mis-
treated Pakistan diplomats. 
They also stopped the Presi-
dent and two members of 
the Nangarhar Chamber of 
Commerce from meeting 
the Pak Consulate General. 

The Durand Line passes 
through the present-day 
Pakistani provinces of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa (NWFP), 
Federally Administered 

Tribal Areas (FATA) and 
Balochistan. 

It also includes 10 provinc-
es in Afghanistan. Disputed 
in the context of the struggle 
for the Pashtun homeland, 
it has of late become the 
cause of heightened border 
tensions between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan, according 
to reports. 

While Pakistan accuses 
Afghanistan of harbour-
ing anti-Pakistan elements, 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP) on its soil, the 
Taliban do not recognize the 
Durand Line which sepa-
rates the two countries and 
divides the home of ethnic 
Pashtuns. 

Since the Taliban seized 
power in Afghanistan in 
August 2021, Pakistan has 
been trying to persuade the 
Afghan Taliban to crack 
down on TTP. Instead, the 
Afghan Taliban mediated 
talks between Pakistan and 
TTP that led to the release of 
dozens of TTP prisoners in 
Pakistan, reported Al Ara-
biya. 

Islamabad was partly opti-
mistic in the wake of the Tal-
iban takeover. It hoped that 
the Taliban regime would 
accept the Durand Line’s 
legitimacy and leverage its 
links with the proscribed 
organization Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) to 
broker a peace agreement. 

While Taliban links have 
facilitated Islamabad-TTP 
talks, which led to a cease-
fire, the Taliban seems 
reluctant to apply total 
pressure on the TTP. The 
Taliban is also in no mood 
to grant any concessions on 
the issue, given that skir-
mishes between themselves 
and Pakistani troops con-
tinue. 

In the wake of  this, 
there have been repeat-
ed reports of firing and 
clashes between the se-
curity forces of the two 
countries at the border. 
Recently footage of the 
Taliban forces driving into 
Pakistan’s side of the Du-
rand line surfaced on social 
media.

TDG NETWORK
IslamaBad
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Already a “mastermind of 
human trafficking” to Eu-
rope, a top Pakistani diplo-
mat, Israr Husain, has now 
been accused for his alleged 
involvement in issuing visas 
to Pakistani citizens for Eu-
rope in exchange for bribes, 
media reports said.

The complaint was lodged 
by a senior Pakistani official 
who is also in charge of issu-
ing visas. It is worth noting 
that Husain has held top 
ranks in the past, such as as-
sistant secretary for Europe 
at the Foreign Ministry in 
Islamabad and ambassa-

dor at the diplomatic office 
in Prague, a position from 
which he had to resign fol-
lowing allegations of cor-
ruption, Difesa Online re-
ported. 

This incident has triggered 
speculations about whether 
Islamabad diplomats are 
carrying out a global scam of 
fake passports and visas for 
Europe. Pakistan has long 
been involved in such activi-
ties and therefore this is not 
the first incident of its kind. 
These activities by Paki-
stanis are spread across var-
ious European countries so 
much so that the European 
Parliament had to intervene 
to sound an alarm on the 

pertinent issue, Difesa On-
line reported. 

For Instance, in 2020, 
Member of European Par-
liament (MEP) Dominique 
Bilde accused Pakistan of 
leading a racket to grant fal-
sified passports and visas. 
Already in 2012, the then 
High Commissioner for the 
United Kingdom in Islam-
abad, Adam Thomson, had 
called Pakistan “the world 
leader in counterfeiting vi-
sas.” 

Furthermore, as per the 
data in 2021, a total of 4,000 
Pakistani citizens were re-
ported for trying to obtain 
passports using forged doc-
uments.

for bribes

Top pakisTani diplomaT accused 
in europe visa scam: reporT
tdg network
Islamabad

In a quest to emerge as a 
global superpower, the 
Chinese government has 
opened numerous illegal 
police stations across the 
world including in devel-
oped countries like Canada 
and Ireland, triggering 
concerns among human 
rights campaigners. 

Such informal police ser-
vice stations affiliated with 
the Public Security Bureau 
(PSB) across Canada have 
been set up to antagonize 
China’s adversaries, Inves-
tigative Journalism Repor-

tika stated citing the local 
media. According to local 
media reports, Fuzhou has 
established informal police 
service stations affiliated 
with the Public Security 
Bureau (PSB) across Can-
ada. 

At least three of these 
stations are located in the 
Greater Toronto Area only. 

Moreover, the Chinese 
government is also influ-
encing the elections in 
certain countries through 
these illegal police stations, 
according to Investigative 
Journalism Reportika. 

The Fuzhou police say it 
has already opened 30 such 

stations in 21 countries. 
Countries like Ukraine, 
France, Spain, Germany, 
and the UK have such ar-
rangements for Chinese 
Police Stations and the 
leaders of most of these 
countries question the rise 
of China and its worsening 
human rights records on 
public platforms and are 
themselves a part of that 
issue. 

Human rights campaign-
ers have accused the ruling 
Communist Party of China 
of committing widespread 
abuses across the coun-
try in the name of secu-
rity, steps which include 

confining people to in-
ternment camps, forcibly 
separating families and 
carrying out forced steril-
ization. 

For its part, China has 
said these facilities are “vo-
cational skills training cen-
tres” that are necessary to 
“counter” extremism and 
improve livelihoods. Chi-
nese officials said in late 
2019 that most “trainees” 
had “graduated” from the 
centres. 

The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights Michelle Bachelet 
recently visited China and 
Xinjiang.

Widening neT 

In quest for power, China opens 
illegal police posts across globe
tdg network
beIjIng

Patience is running out for 
many in the international 
community when it comes 
to effectively engaging with 
the Taliban, the UN deputy 
representative for Afghani-
stan Markus Potzel, told the 
Security Council on Tuesday. 

Despite some positive de-
velopments over the past 
few months, the senior UN 
envoy for the country said 
they have been “too few and 
too slow and the negatives 
outweigh them”. “I am afraid 
that patience is running out 
by many in the international 
community regarding a 

strategy of engagement with 
Afghanistan’s Taliban au-
thorities,” he said. 

Potzel drew attention to the 
ongoing ban on girls’ second-
ary education and growing 
restrictions on women’s 
rights, as “signals that the 
Taliban are indifferent to 
more than 50 per cent of the 
population” and are willing 
to risk international isola-
tion. “The relegation of wom-
en and girls to the home not 
only deprives them of their 
rights, but Afghanistan as a 
whole is denied the benefit of 
the significant contributions 
that women and girls have to 
offer,” he detailed. 

This comes as armed 

clashes and deadly ter-
r o r i s t  a t t a c k s  h a v e 
spiked in the country. 
“Our earlier warnings about 
the capabilities of Islamic 
State Khorosan Province 
(ISKP) were dismissed by 
the Taliban,” he told am-
bassadors. “But ISKP has 
demonstrated in the last 
few months alone that it can 
carry out assassinations of 
figures close to the Taliban, 
attacks against foreign em-
bassies, as well as fire rockets 
across Afghanistan’s border 
to attack its neighbours - all 
while maintaining its long-
standing sectarian campaign 
against Shia Muslims and 
ethnic minorities,” said Pot-

zel. And armed clashes are 
continuing between Taliban 
security forces and armed 
opposition groups in the 
Panjshir, Baghlan, Kapisa, 
Takhar, and Badakhshan 
provinces, the UN envoy 
continued. 

“There are disturbing re-
ports, as well as videos and 
photos, indicating possible 
serious human rights viola-
tions committed in Panjshir,” 
he said, calling for an inves-
tigation into allegations of 
extra-judicial killings there. 
He added that the mission 
will continue to carefully 
monitor these and other 
reports of serious human 
rights violations.

deadlock conTinues 

paTience is running ouT, says un envoy on 
engagemenT WiTh Taliban
tdg network
new York

Due to a massive surge 
in food insecurity 
amid the Ukraine 

war, the World Food Pro-
gramme has called for $1.1 
billion to continue delivering 
monthly food and nutritional 
assistance for the next six 
months to 15 million acutely 
food-insecure people in Af-
ghanistan. 

“Our plan for winter is to 
provide food assistance to 
more than 15 million every 
month,” said Wahidullah 

Amani, WFP Afghanistan 
Spokesman, TOLOnews 
reported. The report high-
lighted the political devel-
opments, security, regional 
cooperation, human rights, 
and economic development 
in Afghanistan. 

“The sudden stop of aid 
inflows ... accompanied by 
political uncertainty, inade-
quate access to services and 
women’s exclusion from eco-
nomic participation, contin-
ued to lead to slow growth,” 
the report added. 

World Food Programme 
(WFP) and the United Na-

tions Office for the Coordina-
tion of Humanitarian Affairs 
(UNOCHA) in Afghanistan 
condemned the ongoing eco-
nomic crisis in Afghanistan 
as people in the country are 
on the brink of starvation 
and facing poverty. 

In a tweet, OCHA in Af-
ghanistan wrote, “19 M 
people are facing food inse-
curity, 25M people are liv-
ing in poverty, 5.8M people 
are in protracted internal 
displacement, thousands of 
houses damaged by floods 
and earthquakes,” express-
ing concerns about the plight 

of Afghans, TOLOnews re-
ported. 

“To survive the winter, they 
require food, nutrition sup-
port, warm clothing & a roof 
over their heads,” tweeted 
OCHA. 

Meanwhile, the World 
Food Programme has also 
raised concerns about the 
economic crisis in Afghani-
stan. “The economic crisis 
wiped out jobs, salaries & 
livelihoods across Afghani-
stan, helping families & com-
munities support themselves 
is more important than ever,” 
wrote WFP on Twitter.

According to a survey, 
“nearly all Afghans (94 per 
cent) rate their lives poorly 
enough to be considered 
suffering” since the Taliban’s 
takeover of the country with 
a population of around 40 
million, reported TOLOne-
ws. 

The rising crisis in Af-
ghanistan has hit small en-
terprises the hardest and 
private companies have laid 
off more than half of their 
employees due to a shortage 
in sales and a drastic decline 
in the consumer demand for 
products. 

massive aid needed

WFP calls for $1.1 billion aid 
for food-insecure Afghans
tdg network
kabul
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Indian Air 
Force (IAF) 

first woman 
SU-30 

weapon 
System 

Operator 
Flight 

Lieutenant 
Tejaswi 

Ranga 
Rao seen 

at Tezpur 
Airbase, in 

Sonitpur on 
Tuesday.

WOMEN POWER

#BhagatSingh

triButeS pour in aS netizenS pay 
triBute to Bhagat Singh on hiS 
Birth anniverSary 
On the occasion of Bhagat Singh’s birth anniversary, 
netizens took to social media to remember the legend-
ary freedom fighter. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi tweeted, “I bow to 
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Ji on his Jayanti. His courage 
motivates us greatly. We reiterate our commitment to 
realise his vision for our nation.”

M Venkaiah Naidu tweeted, “Let us pay our respectful 
homage to an immortal son of Bharat Mata, #Sha-
heedBhagatSingh , on his Jayanti today. Shaheed 
Bhagat Singh’s supreme sacrifice for the motherland 
is etched indelibly in the annals of history & will forever 
serve as an inspiration to future generations.”

Ashok Gehlot tweeted, “Humble tributes to Shaheed e 
Azam Bhagat Singh on his birth anniversary. He was an 
epitome of courage and patriotism, who made the su-
preme sacrifice for the cause of India’s independence. 
His ideals, courage and martyrdom would inspire 
generations to come.”

I am glad that 
a Chowk in 
Ayodhya will 
be named 
after her 
(Lata).  It is a 
fitting tribute 
to one of the 
greatest 
Indian icons.
— NARENDRA MODI

BRAIN-PICKING 

Prime Minister, on Lata Mangeshkar’s 93rd birth anniversary.

TDG NeTwork
MILAN

VIRAL 

KIM KARdAshIAN stRuGGLEs tO WALK IN BOdy-huGGING dREss

Kim Kardashian is 
once again making 
headlines for her 

fashion choices.Kim recent-
ly attended Milan Fashion 
Week and, although she 
did not walk the runway, 
she made headlines for her 
super-tight glittery attire. 
Wearing the super tight 
body-con dress, Kim posted 

a comical behind-the-scenes 
video of herself having a 
hard time walking and 
climbing stairs.

In the video, Kim can be 
seen wearing a Dolce Gab-
bana dress with very high 
heels. And, because of how 
tight the dress is, Kim is seen 
jumping and hopping up the 
stairs. Clearly, Kim couldn’t 
walk in the dress! She used 
a handrail as support as she 
climbed by clinging to it. When attempting to enter her car, she ran into a simi-

lar issue.
The video is now viral!
Kim attended fashion 

week in Milan with her 
sister Khloe, who has now 
sparked dating rumours 
with ‘365 Days’ actor Michele 
Morrone. Khloe and Michele 
posed for a picture, leaving 
their fans in shock and awe 
at the same time.

Recently, Kim got involved 
in another controversy with 
her ex-husband Kanye West, 

who lashed out at her family 
on social media.

Earlier this month, Kanye 
took to Instagram to share 
a post admitting that he has 
an addiction to porn and 
that it “destroyed” his fam-
ily. Kanye has now deleted 
the post.

According to Page Six, 
Kanye wrote, “Don’t let Kris 
make you do playboy like 
she made  and Kim do. Hol-
lywood is a giant brothell"

kim kardashian 
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REALIty tV 

EVERythING tO KNOW ABOut BIGG BOss 16’s 
fIRst CONfIRMEd CONtEstANt ABdu ROzIK

Here are some things you should know about Abdu Rozik before you watch him 
on Bigg Boss.

Abdu Rozik is a Tajik singer and rapper. He is the world’s smallest singer.
He hails from Tajikistan and has a Youtube channel called Avlod Media, which 

has more than 580k subscribers. He will soon be seen in Salman Khan’s film 
‘Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi Ki Jaan’. He garnered a lot of fame after a video of him fighting 
Hasbulla went viral on social media. Netizens like Abdu Rozik and Hasbulla for 
their small height and great personality.

As per the information given by many Youtube videos, Abdu Rozik suffered from 
rickets in his childhood and, due to his family’s financial problems, they couldn’t 
get him treated, which eventually led to his height getting stagnant at a young 
age. However, the statement hasn’t been confirmed by Abdu himself.

Abdu rozik with Salman khan 

Abdu Rozik is the first 
contestant of Bigg 
Boss 16, and while 

everyone finds him cute, it’s 
important to put it out there 
that he is not a minor! Abdu 
Rozik is around 19 years old 
and eligible to enter the Bigg 
Boss house.

Abdu is the first confirmed 
contestant of Bigg Boss 16. 
At a promotional event in 
Mumbai, Salman Khan an-
nounced Abdu’s name as the 
first contestant of the season.

With a broad smile, Abdu 
Rozik expressed his excite-
ment and said, “I love going 
to the Bigg Boss house. Ex-
cited, bahut excited!”

He continued, “I love you, 
everyone. Please support 
me as (I am) Chota Bhaijaan. 
Please support me, please 
vote for me! Please don’t fight 
with me. I love you,” soon af-
ter which Salman gave a dis-
claimer that Abdu is not a kid 
and that he is older than 18 
years and very much eligible 
to enter the Bigg Boss house.

Bigg Boss 16 is set to pre-
miere on 1 October 2022, on 
Colors TV.

Lords’ Balcony-themed pandal portrays craze 
for Sourav Ganguly 

dEVOtION 

TDG NeTwork
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The devotion during Durga 
Puja and the craze for the 
‘Prince of Kolkata’ and for-
mer skipper Sourav Ganguly 
are two of many things that 
define and unite the state of 
West Bengal, especially Kol-
kata.

On Tuesday, when the Mit-
ali Sangha community erect-
ed a stunning Durga Puja 
pandal in Garia themed after 
the Lord’s Pavillion, which 
recalled the sight of one of 
cricket history’s most iconic 
moments back in 2002.

That moment in July 2002 
at the Lord’s, also known as 
the ‘Home of Cricket’, when 
Yuvraj Singh (69) and Mo-
hammed Kaif (87*) helped 
India chase down a gigantic 

326-run target set by Eng-
land in the Natwest series 
2002 final.

After the total was chased 
down, Ganguly was so ec-
static that he took off his 
shirt and twirled it from 
the balcony. It was the then-
Indian skipper’s response to 
a similar act by English all-
rounder Andrew Flintoff af-
ter a series-levelling win over 
India at Wankhede Stadium 
in Mumbai, another iconic 
cricketing venue in India, 
earlier that year.

Over the years, this mo-
ment became highly iconic, 
foreshadowing India’s domi-
nance in foreign lands, par-
ticularly in SENA countries 
(South Africa, England, New 
Zealand, and Australia) in 
years to come. With that act, 
Ganguly had unleashed a 

bold, defiant, and fearless 
India, and the national team 
adopted these traits in years 
to come, especially under 
the leadership of star batter 
Virat Kohli.

A durga puja pandal based 
on the pavilion of this iconic 
venue brought back its mem-
ories to fans. And on top of 

that, it was Sourav Ganguly, 
now the president of the 
Board of Control of Cricket 
in India (BCCI) two decades 
later, who came to inaugu-
rate it to the delight of his 
fans, who perhaps love him 
more than the sport itself.

The Hindu festival of Dur-
ga Puja, also known as Dur-

gotsava or Sharodotsava, 
is a yearly celebration that 
honours the Hindu goddess 
Durga and commemorates 
her victory over Mahishasur.

To destroy Mahishasura, 
Goddess Druga appeared 
from the fusion of all the 
gods’ energies in heaven. She 
had ten arms, and on each of 
them, she carried the most 
lethal weapon belonging to 
each God. All of Goddess 
Durga’s weapons are sancti-
fied during this time.

Over the years, Durga puja 
has become an inseparable 
part of Indian culture, with 
innumerable people cel-
ebrating this festival in their 
own unique way while ad-
hering to tradition. Hindu 
mythology holds that the 
goddess comes to her earthly 
abode to bless devotees. 

Sourav Ganguly

NAVRAtRI 

PEOPLE tAKE OVER MARINE dRIVE WIth 
sPECtACuLAR GARBA PERfORMANCE
TDG NeTwork
MuMBAI 

A huge crowd doing garba at Marine drive. 

A huge crowd soaked themselves in the spirit 
of Navaratri as they performed Garba at the 
iconic Marine Drive in Mumbai.

In a video posted on Twitter by industri-
alist Anand Mahindra, the young crowd 
can be seen performing for a huge crowd of 
spectators alongside the scenic beauty of the 
Arabian Sea and the ever-growing Mumbai 
skyline.

Anand Mahindra captioned the video, 
“Mumbai, Marine Drive. The conquest and 
annexation of Mumbai’s streets are complete. 
But these are invaders who are welcomed 
with open arms. No place like Mumbai dur-
ing Navratri. (I know I’m going to hear howls 
of protest from cities in Gujarat!)”

Although it’s not yet confirmed whether 
this performance is fresh or if it’s an old vid-
eo, it has now gone viral. People are loving 
the energy and enthusiasm of those perform-
ing.

Well, now that the auspicious occasion of 

Navaratri has begun, performances, dances, 
and celebrations are going to be a routine 
affair, especially in places like Gujarat. Na-
varatri is celebrated every year with much 
galore and fanfare, with every year’s celebra-
tion exceeding the previous year’s bench-
mark. It only gets bigger and better with each 
passing year, excluding the past two years 
(due to Covid-19).

But now people are more than excited to 
celebrate Navaratri this year, after keeping it 
quite low-key or low-scale for the past two 
years.  

fIVE KIds MOVIEs thAt CONVEy 
LIfE LEssONs
There are many parents in the world who keep 
their children from watching movies. They 
think movies will waste their time and might 
leave a good impression on their brains. But 
don’t worry, we have got you covered. There 
are many movies that will teach your children 
life lessons.  Here are five movies that convey 
life lessons.

zootopia
This animated movie is based on a 
bunny trying to follow her dream of 
being the first bunny officer since she 

was a kid. She then moves to the city of Zoo-
topia, where all the animals live in harmony. 
The film’s song, ‘Try everything’ tells us that 
we should never stop trying and always get up 
when we fall.

Sing
In this movie, kids learn to follow 
their dreams in any situation. In 
Sing, there is a singing competition 

in which five contestants emerge, a mouse, 
a timid elephant, a pig, a gorilla, and a punk-
rock porcupine. All the contestants form a 
bond and want each other to succeed. They 
encourage one another to take a leap of faith. 
This animated movie teaches us that failure 
can only make us stronger.

Finding dory
Dory is a wide-eyed, blue-tang fish 
who suffers from memory loss every 
few seconds. The one thing she can 

remember is that she somehow became sepa-
rated from her parents as a child. With help 
from her friends Nemo and Marlin, Dory em-
barks on an epic adventure to find them. Hav-
ing a short-term memory, nothing seemed to 
be going her way. Dory’s perseverance inspires 
us to keep moving forward with confidence and 
trust in ourselves.

the purSuit oF happyneSS
It is a true life story of a person who 
had great willpower and persever-
ance to overcome obstacles. And so, 

from being a broke man who used to sleep 
in the subway, he became a wealthy man. 
The film inspires us to never give up on our 
dreams, regardless of the challenges that 
come in our way.

the greateSt  Showman
The movie is about an orphan who 
becomes the founder of a travel-
ling circus and a notable historical 

figure. Through hard work and perseverance, 
anything is possible. This movie is an inspiring 
movie, which makes it a winner in our list.

— APOORVA CHAUDHARY 

Zootopia
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Maruti Suzuki has 
been in the thick 
of action in 2022 

when it comes to launching 
new cars into the market. 
The Indo-Japanese brand 
has launched many new of-
ferings across all segments, 
including cars like the Alto, 
Baleno, Brezza, and XL6. 
The company has now rein-
troduced the Grand Vitara 
name to the market with a 
new compact SUV, one that 
comes with many engine 
and gearbox options. It is 
also the first car from the 
brand to get a strong hybrid 
model and the first in a long 
time to get an all-wheel drive 
option.

Design
The new Grand Vitara is 
built on the company’s new 
crafted futuristic design 
language and gets many pre-
mium as well as SUV design 
cues. This includes elements 
such as body cladding, roof 
rails, as well as skid plates. 
The highlight of the face is 
the triple LED headlamps, 
which certainly add to the 
appeal. The Strong Hybrid 
or the Intelligent Electric Hy-
brid gets a more premium, 
rich chrome finish on the 

grille and a glossy black fin-
ish on the cladding. Overall, 
the car looks quite big and 
commands a solid presence 
on the road, something that 
will work well for the buyer 
both in the urban as well as 
rural markets. The SUV gets 
3 dual-tone and 6 monotone 
colour options, including the 
very popular Nexa Blue.

interiors
The Grand Vitara is loaded 
with features, something 
that cannot be said about ev-
ery car from Maruti Suzuki. 
Once again, it is the strong 
hybrid model that gets an 
enhanced appeal with ex-
clusive features like wireless 
charging, head-up-display, 
and ventilated front seats. 
The SUV also gets features 
like a panoramic sunroof 
with dual sliding panes, a 
360-degree parking camera, 
a Smart Play Pro+ infotain-
ment system, and in-built 
Suzuki Connect technology, 
which comes with more than 
40 connectivity features. 
The 2nd row is good on space, 
and 3 passengers can sit here 
in relative comfort. The good 
thing is that all three get 
adjustable headrests and, 
more importantly, 3-point 
seat belts. Talking about 
boot space, the smart hybrid 
model gets more volume as 

batteries eat up some of the 
space in the strong hybrid 
version of the car.

engine
Both the smart hybrid and 
intelligent hybrid models of 
the Grand Vitara come with 
1.5-litre petrol engines. The 
former runs on the familiar 
new-Gen K-series 1.5-litre, 
Dual Jet, Dual VVT petrol 
engine that does duty on 
many cars from Maruti Su-
zuki. It comes with a choice 
of 5-speed manual and 
6-speed automatic trans-

mission options, and here 
the brand is claiming a fuel 
efficiency of up to 21.11kmpl 
depending on the variant 
you choose to buy. This 
Smart Hybrid comes with a 
dual battery setup and offers 
brake energy regeneration, 
torque assist, and idle stop-
start function.

The Intelligent Electric Hy-
brid gets a dual powertrain 
system, which includes an 
electric motor and a 1.5-litre 
engine. The self-charging 
SUV gets multiple drive 
modes (EV, Eco, Power, and 

Normal). This allows it to 
switch between the engine 
and electric drive modes. 
The setup also harnesses the 
power of both powertrains, 
depending on the driving 
situation. The SUV can also 
run as a pure EV, resulting in 
zero emissions. The model 
is available with an e-CVT 
transmission and delivers 
best-in-class fuel efficiency 
of 27.97 kmpl. It comes with 
a standard warranty of 8 
years/160,000 km on the 
Li-ion battery pack.

The SUV also gets Suzuki’s 

All Grip Select technology, 
albeit only with the smart 
hybrid model and only with 
a manual gearbox. The elec-
tronically controlled All-
Wheel Drive system comes 
with four selectable driving 
modes—Auto, Sport, Snow, 
and Lock. This enables the 

SUV to take the road less 
travelled and tide over chal-
lenging conditions.

Talking about safety, the 
car gets six airbags, which 
include front, side, and cur-
tain airbags. It also gets an 
electronic stability program 
with hill hold assist and 

front and rear disc brakes 
across all variants. You also 
get safety features like hill 
descent control and a tyre 
pressure monitoring system 
on the SUV.

Prices
The smart or mild hybrid 
model of the Grand Vitara 
is priced between Rs. 10.45 
lakh and 17.05 lakh, while 
the price of the intelligent 
electric hybrid ranges from 
Rs. 17.99 lakh to Rs. 19.65 
lakh. The only All-wheel 
drive variant is priced at 
Rs. 16.89 lakh, all prices ex-
showroom. Maruti says to 
encourage faster adoption 
of cleaner, greener hybrid 
electric vehicles in the coun-
try, the Grand Vitara strong 
hybrid gets a special intro-
ductory package consisting 
of an extended warranty 
till 5 years/1 lakh kms and 
a ‘Pristine’ accessory pack 
which is worth over Rs. 
67,000. The SUV can also 
be owned through Maruti 
Suzuki Subscribe at an all-
inclusive monthly subscrip-
tion fee starting from Rs. 
27,000. This fee covers the 
cost of complete registration, 
service and maintenance, 
insurance, and roadside as-
sistance.
The author is a senior editor at 
carandbike.com.

Maruti lines up the Grand Vitara 
suV for this festiVe season

neWlY Crafted 

The new Grand Vitara is built on the company’s new crafted futurism design language and gets many 
premium as well as SUV design cues, such as body cladding, roof rails, as well as skid plates.
ShamS Raza Naqvi
new delhi

The largest 
convention 
hotel in 
Gurgaon
Over 40,000 sq ft pillarless event 
space | 451 spacious rooms



14t h e  da i ly  gua r d i a n  r ev i ew
t h u r s day  |  2 9  s e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 2

n ew  d e l h i royally speaking

IndIa’s fInest sunday newspaper. publIshed from  new delhI.

Sundays have this depressing habit of being calm as a cup of camomile.

Sunday was designed as a day of rejuvenation, not as a restless vacuum.

It is an opportunity to fill the mind, not empty it. Sunday are a pause, a comma between a busy week before and an exciting 

one ahead.  The choice is simple.

Either you allow your minds to become potato-couched by inanity, or you read what you are holding  

(for which, many thanks).

The Sunday Guardian has been designed and written for a very special  reader: sharp knowledgeable, involved and 

aesthetic, who understands how to use  leisure. It is written to make your mind whir across a wide horizon of  information, 

entertainment, opinion and fine reading. Like it does after a great cup of coffee.

In 20 pages it captures all you need to know. A special section is  written and edited by young people who bring their 

distinct flair, focus and the courage to be different.

Enjoy the coffee. Sugar, okay?

IN THE NEWS 

vIgNETTES from THE roYAL gAZETTE
A rEgAL CELEBrATIoN for THE BIg fAT 
INDIAN WEDDINg CErEmoNY

THE CHEETAH mAN’S 
DrEAm ComES TruE

PALACE gArBA SET To 
rETurN To vADoDArA

It was like a meeting of 
like-minded people. A 
coming together of an 

industry that remains in-
visible yet leads to a multi-
million dollar industry of 
big fat Indian weddings. The 
WeddingSutra Influencer 
Awards 2022, brain child of 
industry evangilist Parthip 
Thyagarajan, saw the who’s 
who of the wedding industry 
enjoy a laid-back evening as 
leading luminaries gave 
away awards.

This uber-glam event, 
hosted jointly by Taj Ma-
hal Palace and Wedding-
Sutra, saw every element 
of a wedding come to life. 
Indulgently beautiful flow-
ers, an uber-chic bar, photo 
op walls that bedazzled and 
cuisine that was exotic to 
say the least. The chefs at 
the Taj curated a delicious 
world cuisine that included 
Georgian delights, Leba-
nese, Mexican, Japanese, 
and other specials, not to 
mention the best of Indian 
food. The high point of the 

evening, however, was the 
understated Sima Aunty of 
India Matchmaking fame, 
taking to the stage and an-
nouncing, “Hi, I am Sima 
Taparia from Mumbai!” In 
a jiffy, the hall was in splits.

As a jury and a witness to 
this affair, I was simply tak-
en aback with the sheer vol-
ume of creative outpourings 
that goes into making this 
such a spectacular industry. 
Weddings are a major busi-

ness in India. According to a 
report by KPMG in 2017, the 
Indian wedding industry is 
estimated to be around $40–
50 billion in size. Though 
the Covid scare put a stop 
to the large format wed-
ding, Indians discovered 
the pleasure of celebrating 
the moment with their near 
and dear ones. “The scale 
of operations remained the 
same, only the guest list got 
trimmed, shares Parthip. It 
is estimated that the cost of 
an Indian wedding ranges 
between 500,000 and 50 
million. An Indian is likely 
to spend one fifth of his total 
lifetime wealth on a wed-
ding.

It took 74 years of dream-
ing, lobbying, fighting, and 
pleading by M. K. Ranjit Sinh 
Wankaner to finally see the 
Cheetah return to India. As a 
child, he dreamt of seeing the 
nimble-footed sprinter back 
on Indian soils. Cheetahs 
became extinct in India after 
Maharaja Ramanuj Pratap 
Singh Deo of Koriya shot the 
last three surviving big cats 
in 1947. Yet this IAS officer 
of the 1961 batch of Madhya 
Pradesh cadre and one of the 
masterminds of the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972, listed 
them as endangered. Ever 
since, he has been lobbying 
for their return.

It was a very pleased 84-
year old activist, ex-IAS of-
ficer, and scion of the Wank-
aner family who stood in the 
aisles as our Prime Minister 
released eight cheetahs into 
the Kuno National Park. He 

had also worked in a sanctu-
ary during his stint as a bu-
reaucrat.

While drafting the Wild-
life (Protection) Act, 1972, 
the former director of Wild-
life Preservation included 
the cheetah as a protected 
species, even though it was 
extinct.

India’s first attempt to 
bring back the carnivore 
was in the early 70s. It was 
Ranjitsingh who spoke to 
Iran even then, but the ne-
gotiations stalled after the 
declaration of emergency in 
‘75 and the deposition of the 
Shah of Iran in 1979.

Since then, Ranjitsinh and 
wildlife conservationist Di-
vyabhanusinh Chavda have 
worked on the guidelines 
and policy to reintroduce 
cheetahs. And today, when 
their dream has come true, 
they cannot stop their smile.

Once again, it is time to 
dance for a cause as the en-
terprising Maharani Rad-
hika Raje of Baroda and her 
team of Maratha women 
invite the denizens of Va-
dodara to Motibaug Cricket 
Club, which is all set to host 
the third edition of Palace 
Garba. 

Founded to support the 
women’s empowerment ini-
tiatives of Maharani Chim-
nabai Stree Udyogalaya in 
Vadodara the Royal Garba is 
organised to raise the fund-

ing required for women’s 
social upliftment and entre-
preneurship development.

Sold out already, it was 
flagged off with a perfor-
mance by the LGBTQ com-
munity that Radhika sup-
ports.

Garba dancers can also 
look forward to dancing to 
the music created by iconic 
singers Ashita Limaye and 
Sachin Limaye in their soul-
ful voices.

If Garba is the flavour of 
the season, dance on.

anshu khanna Aishwarya Wadhwani, Ambreen Vikhar and Aarti 
Surendranath.

M.K. Ranjit Sinh
Garba dancers. 

Third edition of palace garba in Vadodara will be hosted soon.

Madhulika Mathur, Seema Taparia, Natasha Moor 
and Parthip Thyagarajan.

Seema Taparia. 

Preeti Jhangiani and Parthip Thyagarajan. 
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Red ball cRicket

The Board of Control 
for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) on Wednes-

day announced Rest of 
India (ROI) squad for the 
Irani Cup 2022 to be played 
against the 2019-20 Ranji 
Trophy Champions Saura-
shtra from October 1-5, 2022 
at the Saurashtra Cricket 
Association Stadium, Ra-
jkot.

The prestigious tourna-
ment is back after three 
years after it was called off 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. India batter Hanuma 
Vihari captain of the Rest 
of India team, while Ma-
yank Agarwal has also been 

picked in the squad. Yash 
Dhull, who led India to the 
U-19 World Cup in 2022, has 
also been added along with 
young pace Umran Malik.

Saurashtra emerged vic-

torious in the Ranji final in 
March 2020, beating Ben-
gal. They were supposed to 
play Irani Cup a week later 
before COVID-19 put things 
to a halt.

There was no red ball do-
mestic cricket in India dur-
ing the 2020-21 season due 
to COVID-19. Ranji made 
its return in the 2021-22 sea-
son, with Madhya Pradesh 
clinching its maiden title by 
defeating multi-time cham-
pions Mumbai by six wick-
ets in the final back in June.

The previous edition of the 
competition was held back 
in February 2019 in which 
Vidarbha beat the Rest of 
India on the basis of the first 
innings lead in Nagpur.

The Rest of India squad 
will be coached by Sitanshu 
Kotak, the former Saurash-
tra captain, who is currently 
part of VVS Laxman’s larger 
coaching group at the Na-
tional Cricket Academy.

Rest of India squad: Ha-
numa Vihari (Captain), 
Mayank Agarwal, Priyank 
Panchal, Abhimanyu Eas-
waran, Yash Dhull, Sarfaraz 
Khan, Yashasvi Jaiswal, 
K.S.Bharat, Upendra Yadav, 
Jayant Yadav, Saurabh Ku-
mar, R Sai Kishore, Mukesh 
Kumar, Umran Malik, Kul-
deep Sen and Arzan Nag-
waswalla.

Saurashtra squad: Jaydev 
Unadkat (capt), Cheteshwar 
Pujara, Sheldon Jackson, 
Prerak Mankad, Arpit Vasa-
vada, Chirag Jani, Dharmen-
dra Jadeja, Chetan Sakariya, 
Parth Bhut, Snell Patel (wk), 
Harvik Desai, Vishvaraj 
Jadeja, Kamlesh Makwana, 
Kushang Patel and Kishan 
Parmar.
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India batter Hanuma Vihari.

Hanuma Vihari to lead Rest of India 
squad against Saurashtra in Irani Cup

solid stint

shubman Gill smashes 
maiden county cRicket 
centuRy aGainst sussex
TDG NETWORK
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Young Indian batter Shub-
man Gill registered his first-
ever county cricket century, 
playing for Glamorgan 
against Sussex in their on-
going County Champion-
ship Division Two match on 
Tuesday.
In the match, the stylish bat-

ter from Punjab smashed 119 
runs in 139 balls, consisting 
of 16 fours and two sixes. 
He struck the ball at a solid 
strike rate of 85.61. He was, 
however, dismissed by Jack 
Carson. Gill is having a solid 
stint in county cricket so 
far. He started off the sea-
son with a bang, slamming 
92 runs in 148 balls against 
Worcestershire. However, 
his next outing against 
Middlesex saw him scoring 
only 22 and 11. In this match 
against Sussex, he outdid 
himself by scoring 119. So 
far, he has scored 244 runs 
in four innings at an average 
of 61.00, with a century and 
fifty each.
Earlier in August, it was 

announced that Gill will be 
playing for Glamorgan for 
the remainder of the County 
Championship season. It 
came after he won two back-
to-back ‘Man of the Series’ 
awards in series against Zim-
babwe (245 runs, one centu-
ry and fifty in three matches) 
and West Indies (205 runs, 
two fifties in three matches).
Gill is the third Indian to 

wear the Glamorgan jer-
sey after former India head 
coach Ravi Shastri played 
for the team from 1987-1991 
and BCCI president Sourav 
Ganguly in the year 2005 
donned the jersey of the Eng-
lish County club.
Sussex is struggling in the 

second division of the cham-
pionship. 
In 14 matches they have 

played so far, they have won 
only one, lost six and drawn 
six. 
They are at the second-last 

position in points tally with 
120 points.

Coming to the match 
against Sussex, after opting 
to bat first, Glamorgan post-
ed 533/9 declared in their 
first innings, with centuries 
from Gill (119), Chris Cooke 
(141) and fifties from skipper 
David Lloyd (56) and Ajaz 
Patel (51*) taking the side to 
a huge score.
Sean Hunt (3/84) was the 

best bowler for Sussex.
Sussex is currently at 88/1, 

with skipper Tom Haines 
(38*) and Tom Alsop (3*) 
unbeaten. They trail in the 
match by 445 runs after Day 
two. 

Indian batter Shubman Gill registered his first-ever county cricket 
century.

FiFa honouRs sunil chhetRi with docu seRies ‘captain Fantastic’

Governing body of world 
football FIFA in its bid to 
honour Indian skipper Sunil 
Chhetri immense contribu-
tion towards the sport in 
India has come up with a 
unique and noble gesture.

Captain Marvel is cur-
rently the third highest 
active goal scorer with 84 
strikes and fifth on all-time 
list trailing Portuguese great 
Cristiano Ronaldo (117) and 
Argentine magician Lionel 
Messi (86). Sunil will have 
a special three-episode se-

ries dedicated to his life and 
career and can be streamed 
on the digital platform of the 

federation FIFA+. 
The series titled ‘Kick Off – 

Captain Fantastic’ will cover 

everything right including 
his personal and profes-
sional life and the people 
who has been his pillar of 
support for all these years. 

FIFA made the decision 
public on Twitter and in a 
heart-warming photo plac-
ing Sunil alongside Ronaldo 
and Messi, wrote “You know 
all about Ronaldo and Messi, 
now get the definitive story 
of the third highest scoring 
active men’s international. 
Captain Fantastic is available 
on FIFA+ now.”

As per media reports, the 
series was shot in Benga-
luru and Delhi. Both cities 

hold a special place for him 
as he plies his skills with 
Bengaluru FC in the Indian 
Super League and Delhi is 
the place where he grew up.  
He is India’s most-capped 
player and also its leading 
goal-scorer.

Chhetri helped India clinch 
the 2007, 2009, and 2012 
Nehru Cup trophies and 
2011, 2015, and 2021 editions 
of the South Asian Football 
Federation (SAFF) Champi-
onship. The star footballer 
has also been honoured with 
the AIFF Player of the Year 
award for a record seven 
times.

noble GestuRe
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Indian skipper Sunil Chhetri.
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Shooting competition

Elavenil Valarivan will be one of 
those watched with more than 
normal interest when she lines up 
in the Shooting competition in the 
National Games. Not just because 
she is a home favourite but also be-
cause she wants to give home fans 
an indication of the consistency that 
has made her one of India’s top Air 
Rifle competitors. 

“My National Games debut will 
happen in my place and there is a 
lot of excitement. I think Shooting 
in front of the home crowd will have 
a different feeling. I must play a big 
role in motivating local shooters in 
the National Games,” the Olym-
pian said. “I would like to be in a 
good frame of mind for the coming 
World Championship with a good 
show here.”

A product of Gagan Narang’s Gun 
for Glory Academy in Sakshard-
ham, Elavenil feels the recent reno-

vation of the shooting range 
here would help shooters. “I 
think more and more young-
sters will take to the sport. 
The range looks beautiful. I 
would get the opportunity 
to shoot here frequently 
and, hopefully, there 
will be more big com-
petitions here,” she 
said. 

Ela ,  as  2012 
Olympic medal-
list Gagan Na-
rang calls her, 
is grateful 
to her men-
t o r.  “ He 
is a role 

model. I have been inspired by his 
achievements. What I like about him 

is his cool demeanor. That Is 
important for any shoot-

er,” the 23-year-old said. 
“He would simply say 
be cool. Mental tough-

ness is important, 
particularly in tight 
situations. Over the 

years, I have learnt 
from my mistakes. 

Self-belief is 
another key 

factor.” 
Elave-

nil 
showed 
promise 
when she 
joined 
Gun for 
Glory in 
2014. 
She an-

nounced her arrival on the world 
stage when won the silver medal in 
the 2018 World junior Champion-
ships. Her big moment came when 
she won gold in ISSF World Cup in 
Rio de Janeiro, becoming only the 
fifth Indian woman to have won a 
World Cup gold in 33 years. 

Though she disappointed in the 
Tokyo Olympics, Elavenil feels 
the next few years would be very 
crucial. “My immediate priority is 
the coming World Championship 
in Cairo, Egypt, from October 12, 
2022. I have been training hard. 
I am looking at consistency and 
that is important to the run up the 
Asian Games and Paris Olympics,” 
she said. 

Elavenil said the competition in 
India Is very good. “We have some 
of the best shooters. And events 
like the National Championships 
and the National Games are good 
competition. These help us grow 
and help us find good form before 
international events,” she said.

elavenil valarivan wantS to ShowcaSe conSiStency 
on national gameS Debut

Elavenil Valarivan
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home conDitionS

Australia has recalled four 
of their stars for the upcom-
ing series at home against 
West Indies consisting of 
two T20Is, as they prepare 
to boost their preparations 
for the ICC T20 World Cup 
2022, which they will be de-
fending in home conditions.

Both the T20I matches 
will take place on October 
5 and October 7. The series 
will be extremely crucial for 
the Aussies and they will be 
looking forward to get ev-
ery box ticked ahead of the 
World Cup, especially after 
a 2-1 series loss to India re-
cently.

Opener David Warner, 
pacer Mitchell Starc, and 
all-rounders Mitchell Marsh 
and Marcus Stoinis have re-
turned to the squad after 
missing the series against 

Men in Blue. Starc, Marsh 
and Stoinis were out due to 
injuries while Warner was 
rested against India.

Young all-rounder Cam-
eron Green has also been 
included in the squad, after 
an impressive series against 
India, where he topped the 

batting charts with 118 runs 
in three matches, including 
two quickfire half-centuries.

Though he is still not 
included in the 15-player 
squad for T20 World Cup, 
consistent performances 
can help Green earn his 
place there.

Right-arm pacer Kane 
Richardson and spinner 
Ashton Agar have been 
given a rest while Aaron 
Finch will continue leading 
the side.

The former Australian 
batter and National Selec-
tion Panel chairperson 
George Bailey said that the 
series will provide some vi-
tal match practice ahead of 
World Cup at home.

“We have and are taking a 
cautious approach with the 
World Cup on the near ho-
rizon. To have four key play-
ers return gives us the ability 
to take a conservative path 
with any minor issues and 
resolve those well in time for 
the World Cup. As such we 
anticipate Kane and Ashton 
will return for the following 
series against England,” ICC 
quoted Bailey as saying.

Australia will begin their 
ICC T20 World Cup title de-

fence on October 22 against 
New Zealand. They have 
been placed in Group one 
along with the likes of Af-
ghanistan, England and 
New Zealand.

Australia squad for WI se-
ries: Aaron Finch (c), Sean 
Abbott, Pat Cummins, Tim 
David, Cameron Green, 
Josh Hazlewood, Josh Ing-
lis, Mitchell Marsh, Glenn 
Maxwell, Daniel Sams, 
Steve Smith, Mitchell Starc, 
Marcus Stoinis, Matthew 
Wade, David Warner, Adam 
Zampa.

Australia’s T20 World 
Cup squad: Ashton Agar, 
Pat Cummins (vc), Tim 
David, Aaron Finch (c), 
Josh Hazlewood, Josh Ing-
lis, Mitchell Marsh, Glenn 
Maxwell, Kane Richardson, 
Steve Smith, Mitchell Starc, 
Marcus Stoinis, Matthew 
Wade, David Warner, Adam 
Zampa. 

Team Australia.

Australia recalls Warner, Starc, Marsh, 
Stoinis for series against West Indies

India will host Spain in the 
FIH Hockey Pro League next 
month and Indian skipper 
Manpreet Singh feels that it 
will provide them a perfect 
opportunity to understand 
the European giant’s game 
better and be prepared for 
them during the Hockey 
World Cup early next year.

After the Pro League, India 
will face Spain again in their 
opening Pool D of the show-
piece event on January 13th 
in Odisha.

“It is great that we will 
get a chance to play against 
Spain now in the Pro League 
matches. It will give us an 
understanding of their 
game and what we need to 
improve upon before we 
meet them again in the first 
match of the FIH Odisha 
Hockey Men’s World Cup 
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela 
2023. In all, these are excit-
ing times for hockey and I 
hope fans from all over the 
world will come to Rourkela 
and Bhubaneswar to sup-
port our campaign,” Man-
preet said in a release.

The 2022 CWG silver med-
allists will face England on 
January 15th in their second 
match in the group stage in 
Rourkela followed by their 
final league stage match 
against Wales on January 

17th at the Kalinga Stadium, 
Bhubaneshwar.

Expressing his excitement 
after FIH released the World 
Cup draw, Manpreet said, 
“Now that we know where 
we will begin our campaign 
and against whom, there is 
certainly a lot of excitement 
in the team.”

“We have all experienced 
how electrifying the at-
mosphere can be in Bhu-
baneswar’s Kalinga Hockey 
Stadium and from what I 
have heard from my team-
mates who are from Sun-
dergarh, the fans from this 
region are all looking to turn 
up in huge numbers for all 
the matches to be played in 
Birsa Munda Hockey Sta-

dium in Rourkela. I can al-
ready feel the goosebumps 
thinking of the turnout for 
the opening game,” he fur-
ther added.

“It is the fans who make 
the experience of playing in 
Odisha doubly special and 
we are all eagerly awaiting to 
showcase our best in the FIH 
Odisha Hockey Men’s World 
Cup Bhubaneswar-Rourkela 
2023,” he said. 

The Indian Men’s Team is 
currently on a short week-
long break till 2nd October, 
and they will return to SAI, 
Bengaluru for the National 
Camp ahead of the FIH 
Hockey Pro League matches 
against New Zealand and 
Spain to be played in Odisha.
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playing againSt Spain in Fih pro league 
will allow uS to unDerStanD them better 

hockey worlD cup

Indian skipper Manpreet Singh.

match-winning knock
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Suryakumar yaDav moveS 
to SeconD Spot on icc t20 
batting chartS
Indian batter Suryakumar 
Yadav has gained a spot to 
move to the second position 
on the ICC T20 batting rank-
ings, following his match-
winning knock of 69 off 26 
deliveries against Australia 
in third T20I in Hyderabad.

Pakistan opener Moham-
mad Rizwan who is going 
through a scintillating form 
in their home series against 
England has retained the top 
spot, while his compatriot 
and skipper Babar Azam 
has dropped a place to be 
placed third.

India’s captain Rohit Shar-
ma has moved up one place 
to 13th position after scores 
of 46 not out and 17 while 
Matthew Wade (up six plac-
es to 62nd), Cameron Green 
(up 31 places to 67th) and 
Tim David (up 202 places 
to 109th) are the Australia 
players to move up the rank-
ings. Green and David had 
notched half-centuries in 
the final match of the series.

England batter Harry 

Brook’s scores of 31, 81 not 
out and 34 in Pakistan have 
lifted him 118 places to 29th 
position while Ben Duckett 
has soared 1,070 places to 
32nd position after scoring 
43, 70 not out and 33 in those 
three matches.

India spinners Axar Patel 
who was named player of 
the series for bowling per-
formance against Australia 
made a massive movement 
towards and jumped to 18th 
from 33rd spot, while Yuz-
vendra Chahal gained two 
spots to be at 28th position. 
Australia fast bowler Josh 
Hazlewood continues to lead 
the table.

Reece Topley is up 14 plac-
es to 23rd and is the third 

third-highest ranked Eng-
land bowler after Adil 
Rashid and Chris Jordan 
while Pakistan speedster 
Haris Rauf is up seven 

places to 14th position 
after taking five wickets 

in the last three matches. 
Mark Wood (up 29 places to 
40th) and Sam Curran (up 
five places to 47th) have also 
progressed.

1St t20i

Arshdeep Singh’s 
three-wicket 
haul followed by 

Suryakumar Yadav’s 50* 
and KL Rahul’s unbeaten 
knock of 51 helped India 
defeat South Africa by eight 
wickets in the first match of 
the three-match T20I series 
here at Greenfield Interna-
tional Stadium on Wednes-
day.

For India Suryakumar 
played a knock of unbeaten 
50 while KL Rahul smashed 
51 not out. For South Africa, 
Kagiso Rabada and Anrich 
Nortje bagged one wicket 
each. Chasing a target of 
107, India got off to a bad 
start as they lost their open-
ing batter Rohit Sharma 
on two ball duck in Kagiso 
Rabada’s over.

Skipper wicket invited 
right-handed batter Virat 
Kohli to the crease. However, 
the stylish batter could not 
do much and went back to 
the pavilion after scoring 
just three runs in the over 
of Anrich Nortje.

New batter Suryakumar 

Yadav hammered Nortje 
for back-to-back two sixes 
in the 7th over innings. Af-
ter 10 over India’s score read 
47/2. Suryakumar along 
with KL Rahul played a sen-
sible knock while gathering 
boundaries at regular inter-
vals. India needed six runs 
in 24 balls, and Suryakumar 
brought up his half-century 
in 33 deliveries. With a help 
of a six on the fourth deliv-
ery of the 17th over KL Rahul 
also brought up his fifty and 
took his side home with an 
eight wickets victory over 
Proteas.

Earlier, Arshdeep Singh’s 
three and Deepak Chahar’s 
two-wicket haul followed 
by Harshal Patel’s late 
blows helped India restrict 
South Africa to 106/8. For 
South Africa, Keshav Ma-
haraj scored the highest 41 
runs while Aiden Markram 
played a knock of 25 runs. 
For India Arshdeep Singh 
bagged three, Deepak Cha-
har scalped two while Har-
shal Patel’s late two wickets 
haul helped India restrict 
Proteas to a low total.

Opted for field first, In-
dia got off to a flying start 

as Chahar and Arshdeep 
rocked South Africa’s top 
order. Chahar got the ball 
rolling for India with the 
wicket of the Proteas captain 
Temba Bavuma in the final 
ball of the opening over.

In the very next over it did 
not take long for Arshdeep 
to send Quinton de Kock and 
David Miller packing for one 
and zero runs respectively. 
At this point, South Africa 
was struggling to find a 
place on the Indian bowler 
as they were tottering at 8-4.

Chahar delivered another 

blow to the Proteas’ top or-
der as he dismissed Tristan 
Stubbs, who was caught by 
Arshdeep Singh. This was 
the third golden duck in the 
space of five balls. Wayne 
Parnell then came out to bat.

Arshdeep took 3 wickets in 
an over and Chahar struck 
twice as South Africa was 
five down in powerplay. 
Aiden Markram looked in 
great form but could not do 
much as he was sent packing 
by Harshal Patel after scor-
ing 25 runs in 24 balls.

Markram helped South 

Africa build a bit with 25, his 
dismissal left Proteas totter-
ing at 42-6 after 10 overs.

Keshav Maharaj then tried 
to form a much-needed 
partnership with Wayne 
Parnell.

Parnell then tried to play a 
big shot but handed an easy 
catch to Suryakumar Yadav 
on the delivery of Axar Pa-
tel. Parnell went back to the 
pavilion after scoring 24 
runs in 37 balls.

In the second last over, 
Keshav Maharaj smashed 17 
runs in the spell of Ashdeep. 
Maharaj’s fighting 41 kept a 
small hope alive for South 
Africa, however, he failed 
to continue his form in the 
last over as he was bowled 
out by Harshal Patel after 
scoring 41 runs in 35 balls.

In the last over Patel 
bounded Proteas batters, 
never letting them score any 
run and restricted them to a 
total of 106/8.

Brief score: South Africa 
106/8 (Keshav Maharaj 
41, Aiden Markram 25; 
Arshdeep Singh 3-32) vs 
India 110/2 (KL Rahul 51*, 
Suryakumar Yadav 50*; 
Kagiso Rabada 1-16) 
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Arshdeep Singh celebrates the dismissal of David Miller during 
the 1st T20I match between SA and India, at Greenfield Interna-
tional Stadium in Thiruvananthapuram on Wednesday.

arShDeep’S three-wicket, 
Suryakumar’S unbeaten 50 help 
inDia DeFeat Sa by 8-wicketS
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St. patrick’S, gumla become winnerS oF 
61St Subroto cup girlS u-17 championS

women’S Football 

St .  Patr ick’s ,  Gumla , 
Jharkhand won the 61st 
Subroto Cup International 
Football Tournament Girls 
U-17 title defeating Wangoi 
Higher Secondary School, 
Imphal, Manipur 3 – 1 in the 
final here at the Dr. Bhimrao 
Ambedkar Stadium. Both 
teams played some enter-
taining football with the 
crowd behind them. St. Pat-
rick’s, Jharkhand took the 
lead early in the 5th minute 
through Anita Dungdung 
who finished brilliantly 
in the top corner. Wangoi 

Higher Secondary School 
equalized in the second half 
through TH Remi in the 
52nd minute. The match 
was stretched to extra time 
where the Jharkhand school 
found the extra leg to find 
the net twice. Both goals 
were scored by Alpha Kan-
dulna in the 69th and 71st 
minutes.

The winners received their 
trophies from Chief Guest 
Air Marshal Sandeep Singh, 
PVSM AVSM VM ADC, Vice 
Chief of Air Staff, Indian Air 
Force. Sakshi Malik, Olym-
pic bronze and Common-
wealth Gold medallist was 
present as Guest of Honour 
providing encouragement to 
the young girls.


