
Get set go 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the opening 
ceremony of the 36th National Games at Narendra 

Modi Stadium, in Ahmedabad on Thursday. ANi

‘Relations with 
China is okay’
Washington: External affairs 
Minister s Jaishankar said on 
Wednesday that india will contin-
ue to maintain a relationship with 
China that is based on “mutual” 
sensitivity, respect and interest. 
Jaishankar made the remarks 
while responding to a question on 
the consistent comments from 
Beijing about how things are 

“okay” between the two countries. 
“the phase of emergency response 

since the galwan Valley incident 
has basically come to an end, and 
the border situation is now switch-
ing to normalized management 
and control,” China’s ambassador 
to india, sun Weidong has said.

Russia’s annexation 
of ukRaine 
teRRitoRies a 
violation: un
nEW York: Un secretary-general 
antonio guterres said that any 
annexation of a state’s territory 
by another state resulting from a 

“threat or use of force” is a violation 
of the Un Charter and international 
law. in a tweet, guterres wrote, “in 
this moment of peril, i must under-
score my duty as secretary-gener-
al to uphold the @UnCharter. the 
Charter is clear. any annexation of 
a state’s territory by another state 
resulting from the threat or use of 
force is a violation of the Principles 
of the Charter & int’l law.” 

CentRe oRdeRs 
sealing of Pfi linked 
PRemises in delhi 
nEW DElhi: after banning the 
Popular Front of india (PFi) and 
its affiliates, the Ministry of home 
affairs (Mha) has now ordered 
the sealing of three premises 
in Delhi being operated by the 
extremist organisation. in a 
notification issued on thursday, 
the home Ministry has directed 
Delhi Police to seal three prem-
ises where illegal activities were 
being carried out by the PFi. the 
three premises include F-30/1B, 
ground Floor, Zaid apartment, 
near royal hotel, shaheen Bagh, 
Delhi; n-44a-1, hilal house, 
ground Floor, abul Fazal Enclave, 
Jamia nagar, Delhi; B-27/2 3rd 
Floor thokkar no 7 Jamia nagar, 
Delhi. according to information, 
the process of freezing the bank 
accounts of PFi and its associates 
in Delhi has also been started.

top of the day

beijing’s gamePlan 

China’s slogan ‘ResPeCting 
teRRitoRial integRity’ 
dRaws global CRitiCism

China’s statement at the 
United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC) that “ter-
ritorial integrity” of all the 
countries should be respect-
ed has drawn sharp criticism 
from India and various other 
global quarters. 

Taking a dig at Beijing, In-
dian diplomats here say that 
China must practice what 
it is preaching at the UNSC. 

“While the Xi regime is in-
volved in all sorts of illegal 
conducts along the Line of 
Actual Control, disrespect-
ing various written pacts on 
maintaining peace in the bor-
der region, Beijing’s remark 
underlining the need to re-
spect territorial integrity and 
sovereignty of other nations 
is devoid of any seriousness,” 

point out diplomats.
Sources told The Daily 

Guardian that envoys of 
various other countries at 
the UN including Australia, 
Japan, US, UK, Germany and 
France were also critical of 
the Chinese envoy’s remark 
as the country’s action has al-
ways been at variance with 
what it was preaching at the 
UNSC in terms of territorial 
integrity and sovereignty of 
other nations.

In fact, China’s Ambas-
sador to the UN Zhang Jun 
told a Security Council meet-
ing, “Our position and prop-
osition on how to view and 
handle the Ukraine issue is 
consistent and clear. That is, 
the sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity of all countries 
should be respected.”  Ana-
lysing the statement of the 

P2

T. BRAJESH
nEW DElhi

landmaRk veRdiCt

all women, maRRied oR 
unmaRRied, entitled to 
aboRtion: sC

In a landmark judgement, 
Supreme Court on Thursday 
held that all women-both 
married and unmarried-
are entitled to safe and legal 
abortion. 

A bench headed by Justice 
D.Y. Chandrachud said that 
the meaning of the rape 
must include marital rape 
for the Medical Termina-
tion of Pregnancy (MPT) Act. 
The Supreme Court said that 
the distinction between mar-
ried and unmarried women 

for the purposes of the MTP 
Act is “artificial and constitu-
tionally unsustainable” and 
perpetuates the stereotype 
that only married women 
indulge in sexual activities. 

The rights of reproductive 
autonomy, dignity, and pri-
vacy under Article 21 give an 
unmarried woman the right 
of choice on whether or not 
to bear a child, on a similar 
footing of a married woman, 
the bench said.  

Insisting on a “forward-
looking” approach, the Su-
preme Court on 7 August 
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exClusive 

Congress President will 
work under Gandhi family, 
says Digvijaya Singh

A day before the filing of the nomination for 
the Congress presidential race, Senior Con-
gress leader Digvijaya Singh on Thursday 
made it clear that the Gandhi family will 
remain the leader whosoever becomes the 
president of the party.
Digvijaya Singh said, “The Nehru-Gandhi 
family will remain our leader. Whoever be-
comes the party president will work under 
their leadership. Our priority is to see how 
the situation in the country improves, won’t 
let the country divide or the constitution 
weaken,” he said.

The Daily Guardian on Thursday exclusive-
ly talked to Digvijaya Singh to understand his 
point of view. Here is an excerpts: 

TDG Reporter: So, you have officially taken the 
plunge…..

Digvijaya: What is the meaning of ‘officially’? 
There is nothing ‘official’ about it. Congress 
is a democratic party and all PCC delegates 
have rights to fight in the elections. The party 
constitution has given us that right. So, I am 

also contesting the election. 
TDG Reporter: Some say that you have blessings 

of the Gandhi family…that’s why you are contesting 
the election. 

Digvijaya: This is completely wrong. This is 
my own decision. 

TDG Reporter: Why have you taken this decision? 
Digvijaya: Reason is simple. I think I am a fit 

candidate to fight in the Congress Presidential 
election. I had been MLA for five times, won 
Lok Sabha elections twice and was in Rajya 
Sabha twice. I was also delegate of Pradesh 
Congress Committee. Rajiv Gandhi ji made 
me the state party chief in Madhya Pradesh. 
In 1992, I once again became the President of 
the state unit and in 1993, I became the Chief 
Minister. From 2004 to 2017, I have been 
AICC general secretary. So, I have enough ex-
perience and I think I am a capable candidate. 

TDG Reporter: Did you have any discussion with 
Rahul Gandhi or Sonia Gandhi?

Digvijaya: No, I did not have any discussion 
with anybody. Sonia Gandhi has clearly said 
anybody can contest the poll. So, I am here. 

TDG Reporter: What is the feedback you are 
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In a day full of political 
drama, two important 
protagonists in Rajast-

han politics, Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot and Sachin 
Pilot, on Thursday called 
on Congress interim chief 
Sonia Gandhi to break the 
deadlock that has been go-
ing on for the last few days. 
However, at the end of the 
day the most crucial question 
remained unanswered: Will 
Gehlot be able to keep chief 
minister’s post in Rajasthan? 

Amid the political tension 
in Rajasthan that antago-
nized the high command, 

Gehlot reached 10 Janpath 
to meet the party supremo. 
After the meeting, Gehlot 
made two important points: 
One, he will not fight for the 
post of Congress chief, and 
two, Sonia Gandhi will take a 
call on the chief ministership 
in Rajasthan in a few days. 

“I met Rahul Gandhi in 
Kochi and requested him to 
fight the polls (for Congress 
President). When he didn’t 
accept, I said I’ll contest but 
now with that incident (po-
litical crisis in Rajasthan), I 
have decided not to contest 
the elections,” CM Gehlot 
said. 

“I won’t contest these elec-
tions in this atmosphere, 

with moral responsibility,” 
he added. 

Gehlot also apologised for 
the ruckus in Rajasthan trig-
gered by his loyalists over a 
possible leadership change 
in the state after Gehlot was 
set to file his nomination pa-
pers for the Congress chief 
polls. 

Gehlot said that whatever 
happened in the state in the 
past two days had shocked 
everyone. “I had a conversa-
tion with Congress interim 
president Sonia Gandhi. 
Whatever happened two 
days ago shocked us. It gave 
a message that all of it hap-
pened as I wanted to be CM. 
I apologised to her,” said 

Gehlot addressing the media 
persons after meeting Sonia. 

On being asked if he will re-
main Rajasthan CM, Gehlot 
said, “I won’t decide that, 
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi 
will decide that.” 

“One-line resolution is our 
tradition. Unfortunately, a 
situation arose that resolu-
tion wasn’t passed. It was my 
moral responsibility (to pass 
the resolution), but despite 
being a CM I couldn’t get it 
passed,” he added. 

Talking to reporters, 
Gehlot said the party works 
under the Congress presi-
dent and decisions will be 
taken in the time to come.

Hours after Sonia-Gehlot 

meeting, Sachin Pilot met 
the party’s interim chief and 
later said: “It is often debated 
that BJP and Congress gov-
ernment keeps coming ev-
ery five years in Rajasthan. 
I don’t see any reason why 
Congress cannot return for 
a second consecutive term 
in Rajasthan in 2023. We will 
work towards this.”

As regards Rajasthan de-
velopment, MLAs have not 
yet changed their stand. In 
what went down in politi-
cal history of the state, more 
than 90 legislators opposed 
“the one line resolution” 
from the high command on 
Sunday. They were under 

gehlot aPologises, sonia 
to deCide on Rajasthan Cm

Climb down?

Ashok Gehlot opts out of Congress Presidential election indicating that he prefers to 
be in Jaipur as the CM. In another development, Sachin Pilot too met the party chief. 
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anti-national design

‘Pfi had Plans to tuRn india into 
islamiC nation by 2047, 
Rss, bjP leadeRs weRe on RadaR’

Emphasizing the urgent 
need to ban the Popular 
Front of India (PFI), Ma-
harashtra ATS chief Vineet 
Agarwal on Thursday said 
that the outfit was planning 
to turn India into an Islamic 
nation by 2047 and big lead-
ers of the country including 
from Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) were their 
target. 

Agarwal said that it was 
very important to ban PFI 
because they were slow poi-
son for the country. “PFI was 
banned in time. Maharash-
tra ATS raided many places 
and arrested a total of 21 
people and many electronic 
gadgets were also confiscat-
ed. Post the ban the organ-

isation has been dissolved. 
Now, they don’t have any 
right to regroup or protest 
on any platform except on 
the legal platform,” said the 
ATS chief. 

Agarwal said that the big 
leaders of the country and 
the people of Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
were on the target of PFI. 

He further said that the 
PFI members used to por-
tray themselves as persons 
associated with social de-
velopment and physical 
education to give lectures 
to incite people. “PFI had 
opened training centers 
in many places of the state 
and used to do anti-national 
work. PFI used to tell people 
in their coaching center by 
referring to old videos and 
incidents that your people 

have been subjected to a lot 
of atrocities, Mughals will 
not come to save you, you 
have to save yourself. PFI 
used to tell participants to 
keep items for self-defence 
like stones, knives, swords, 
bricks, sharp objects and 
other things on their ter-
races,” he said. 

The ATS Chief said that 
till now more than 2,000 
people were trained in Ma-
harashtra.
“We are using tools to re-
cover their data, they had 
planned to make India an 
Islamic country by 2047 by 
motivating people to commit 
hate crimes when India will 
complete 100 years of inde-
pendence, but the govern-
ment’s decision has toppled 
their plan. Every 5 years 
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PM Modi declares 
36th National Games 
open in Ahmedabad

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday declared 
the 36th National Games 
open at Narendra Modi Sta-
dium in Ahmedabad. 

Addressing the gathering, 
the Prime Minister said, “At 
the world’s largest stadium, 
such a young country in the 
world, and the biggest sports 
festival in the country! 
When the event is so won-
derful and unique, its energy 
ought to be so extraordinary.” 

He recited the Key Words 
of the National Games An-
them ‘Judega India - Jeetega 
India’ to the rousing accom-
paniment of everyone pres-
ent in the stadium and said 
that the confidence shining 
on the face of athletes is a 
precursor of the coming 
golden age of Indian sports. 
Recalling the grand drone 
show that took place in 
Ahmedabad on Wednesday, 
the Prime Minister said that 
everyone is astonished and 
proud to see such a spectacle. 
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new noRms 

mandatoRy 6 aiRbags in CaRs 
fRom oCtobeR next yeaR

Union Minister for Road 
Transport and Highways 
Nitin Gadkari approved the 
proposal mandating a mini-
mum of 6 airbags in passen-
ger cars and said the new 
rule will come into effect 

from 1 October 2023. 
In a series of tweets Union 

Minister for Road Transport 
and Highways Nitin Gadkari 
said the safety of all passen-
gers travelling in motor ve-
hicles irrespective of their 
cost and variants is the fore-
most priority. “Considering 
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PoweRful syneRgy 

India-US relationship 
impacts rest of world: 
Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar during a press 
briefing on Wednesday 
said that the relationship 
between India and US to-
day impacts the rest of the 

world as there are a lot of 
countries which look to the 
association individually 
and bilaterally and hope for 
solutions which the world 
is searching for in many as-
pects. 
“I think our relationship 
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beijing’s gameplan

China’s slogan ‘respecting 
territorial integrity’ draws 
global criticism

Chinese 
ambassador, dip-
lomats say that 
Zhang may have 

made these remarks in the 
perspective of the Ukraine 
situation, but the global 
community expects Beijing 
to walk the talk in the first 
place, which is not possible 
for it to do. China’s LAC mis-
deeds and its aggression in 
the Indo-Pacific and Indian 
Ocean Region are known to 
the entire world, says a dip-
lomat. Sources told TDG that 
the Chinese envoy was given 
a message about the reaction 
of the global community af-
ter he came out of the UNSC 
meeting. China wants the 
global community to inter-

pret its envoy’s statement as 
a message for Russia, but the 
other part of the statement 
from Beijing’s representative 
at UNSC brought to the fore 
China’s real feeling about the 
West. Zhang said that isola-
tion and sanctions would 
only “lead to a dead end” af-
ter the United States called 
for the body to condemn 
Russia’s referendums in oc-
cupied regions of Ukraine. 
China was prominently and 
elaborately discussed during 
the talks between External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar and US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken in Washing-
ton on Tuesday. Beijing’s mis-
conduct on LAC also figured 
during the talks, sources said.

Climb down?

t h e  i m-
pression 

that Sachin Pi-
lot who led reb-
els against the 

government two years ago 
would be appointed CM. 
They are still in a mood to 
oppose any such decision. 
Several legislators are say-
ing that they would prefer a 

mid-term poll if the decision 
to give CM post to Sachin 
was thrust on them. So, the 
high command will find 
it difficult to take a call on 
Rajasthan leadership. Gen-
eral Secretary in-charge of 
organisation, KC Venugopal 
has said that the scene will 
be clear in next two days.  All 
eyes are on what steps Sonia 

gehlot apologises, 
sonia to deCide on 
Rajasthan Cm

poweRful syneRgy 

today im-
pacts the 

rest of the world. 
There are a lot of 
countries which 

look to us individually and 
bilaterally for some part of 
the betterment which they 
hope for solutions which 
the world is searching for in 
many respects,” Jaishankar 
said during the press brief-
ing. Referring to the bilateral 
consultations between the 
two countries as solid, posi-
tive and productive, Jaishan-
kar underscored that the 
visit was very comfortable 
and he had some very good 
conversations with the Min-
isters in the US. 

He further added that the 
bilateral conversations were 
framed under the pretext of 
larger global challenges and 
there was a very high degree 
of convergence as the priori-
ties of India and the US, at 
times, have been different. 
“That’s the sort of broad 
sense that I want to give 
you of a very solid, posi-
tive, productive bilateral 
conversation but framed in 
the context of larger global 
challenges where there was 
a very high degree of con-
vergence on how we look at 
those challenges, we may ar-
ticulate it a bit differently as 
we are oppositions and our 
priorities at some times will 

be different,” Jaishankar 
said in a statement during 
the briefing. 

Describing the Washing-
ton visit as a comfortable 
one, the External Affairs 
Minister underscored that 
both the nations under-
stand on how to make space 
for each other and work 
despite not entirely agree-
ing on every aspect of every 
issue. “The good part of the 
relationship is today that we 
understand that we have to 
make space for each other 
and that we can work with 
each other even if we do 
not entirely agree on every 
aspect of every issue,” said 
Jaishankar.

India-US relationship impacts 
rest of world: Jaishankar

landmaRk veRdiCt

All women, married or unmarried, 
entitled to abortion: SC

opined 
that any discrim-
ination between 
married and un-

married women in respect 
of the MPT law in India that 
does not allow a single wom-
an to go for abortion after 20 
weeks, violates her personal 
autonomy. 

The top court had said that 
it will interpret the MTP Act 
and the related rules to see 
if unmarried women could 
be allowed to abort upto 24-
week pregnancy on medical 
advice. 

The upper limit for the ter-
mination of pregnancy is 24 
weeks for married women, 
special categories--including 
survivors of rape and other 
vulnerable women such as 
the differently-abled and 
minors; the correspond-
ing window for unmarried 
women in consensual rela-
tionships is 20 weeks. 

The apex court in its Au-
gust judgment had ques-
tioned if a married woman is 
allowed to terminate upto 24 
weeks of pregnancy under 
the MTP Act, 1971, and the 
Rules framed under it, why 
denying the same to unmar-
ried women, even though 
the risk is same for both. 

The bench had said that it 

can strike down the restric-
tive clause “for being mani-
festly arbitrary”, which in 
turn would allow extending 
the benefit of terminating 
pregnancy above 20 weeks 
to unmarried women also.

The apex court in its Au-
gust judgment had ques-
tioned if a married woman is 
allowed to terminate upto 24 
weeks of pregnancy under 
the MTP Act, 1971, and the 
Rules framed under it, why 
denying the same to unmar-
ried women, even though 
the risk is same for both. 

The bench had said that it 
can strike down the restric-
tive clause “for being mani-
festly arbitrary”, which in 
turn would allow extending 
the benefit of terminating 
pregnancy above 20 weeks 
to unmarried women also.  

It also held that a woman 
need not prove the commis-
sion of rape or sexual assault 
to seek termination of preg-
nancy under the MTP Act.

The top court also held that 
the marital status of a wom-
an can’t be used to deprive 
her of her right to abort an 
unwanted pregnancy.

Interpreting the Medical 
Termination of Pregnancy 
(MTP) Act, the Supreme 
Court said that whether sin-

gle or unmarried, all women 
have the right to abort under 
the MTP Act and Rules until 
24 weeks of pregnancy.

The upper limit for the ter-
mination of pregnancy is 24 
weeks for married women, 
special categories include 
survivors of rape and other 
vulnerable women such as 
the differently abled and 
minors; the correspond-
ing window for unmarried 
women in consensual rela-
tionships is 20 weeks.

The rights to reproductive 
autonomy give unmarried 
women similar rights as 
married women, the court 
held.

Holding that all women 
are entitled to safe and legal 
abortion, the top court said 
the distinction between mar-
ried and unmarried women 
for the purposes of the MTP 
Act is “artificial and constitu-
tionally unsustainable” and 
perpetuates the stereotype 
that only married women 
indulge in sexual activities.
“Law cannot create such ar-
tificial classifications based 
on narrow grounds... the de-
cision to carry a pregnancy 
to full term or to abort it lies 
in the reproductive auton-
omy of a woman, which is 
rooted in bodily autonomy. 

Depriving her of this right 
will be an affront to a wom-
an’s right to dignity,” the 
bench held in its ruling.

The verdict of the apex 
court came on a petition 
filed by a 25-year-old single 
woman, whose plea for ter-
mination of her 24-week 
pregnancy was denied by 
the Delhi high court, but the 
Supreme Court allowed her 
to abort the foetus if there 
was no risk to her life.

Earlier, the apex court had 
questioned why, if a married 
woman is allowed to termi-
nate up to 24 weeks of preg-
nancy under the MTP Act 
and Rules framed under it, it 
should be denied to unmar-
ried women, even though 
the risk is the same for both.

A woman had approached 
the apex court after the 
Delhi High Court declined 
to grant permission to abort 
her pregnancy, which had 
arisen out of a consensual 
sexual relationship, saying 
that it virtually amounted 
to killing the foetus.

On 15 July, the High Court 
ruled that allowing abortion 
at this stage would be tanta-
mount to killing the foetus 
and advised the woman to 
place her child for adoption 
instead. 

gRand oCCasion 

PM Modi declares 
36th National Games 
open in Ahmedabad

“Such 
careful use of 
technology, like 
a  drone,  wi l l 

take Gujarat, India to new 
heights, ‘’ the Prime Minis-
ter added. 

Remarking on the official 

mascot for the National 
Games 2022 is Savaj, the 
Asiatic lion, the Prime Min-
ister said that the mascot 
reflects the mood of India’s 
youth, a passion for fearless 
entry into the sporting arena. 
This is also a symbol of ris-

new noRms 

mandatoRy 6 aiRbags in CaRs 
fRom oCtobeR next yeaR

the glob-
al supply chain 
constraints being 
faced by the auto 

industry and its impact on 
the macroeconomic scenario, 
it has been decided to imple-
ment the proposal mandat-
ing a minimum of 6 Airbags 
in Passenger Cars (M-1 Cat-
egory) w.e.f 01st October 
2023,” tweeted Gadkari. 

Earlier in order to enhance 
the safety of occupants of the 
motor vehicle against lateral 
impact, it had been decided 
to enhance safety features by 
amending the Central Motor 

Vehicles Rules (CMVR), 1989. 
A draft notification had 

been issued on 14 January 
2022. 
“ The draft mandated that 
vehicles of category M1, 
manufactured after 1st Octo-
ber 2022, shall be fitted with 
two side/side torso airbags, 
one each for the persons oc-
cupying front row outboard 
seating positions, and two 
side curtain/tube airbags, 
one each for the persons oc-
cupying outboard seating 
positions,” read a statement 
by Ministry of Road Trans-
port and Highways. 

CongRess’ 
patidaRs CaRd
The Gujarat Congress’s 
rath yatra in Saurashtra 
to influence the Patel 
community witnessed 
the participation of 
thousands of party work-
ers, under the leader-
ship of state unit chief 
Jagdish Thakor and 
Shaktisinh Gohil, who 
offered prayers at the 
temples of Maa Umiya 
and Maa Khodiyar (the 
reigning deities of the 
Leuva and Kadva Patels) 
and chanted the slogan 
“Chalo Congress ke 
saath, Maa ke dwar”. 
The party workers also 
visited Khodaldham, the 
religious seat of power of 
the Patidar community, 
where Naresh Patel, the 
most influential leader of 
the community, wel-
comed the participants. 
Gujarat’s leadership is 
now attempting to get 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
to lead extensively in the 
campaign for the next two 
months as the Assembly 
elections are expected 
to be held in December. 
Rahul Gandhi, who led 
the Gujarat campaign in 
2017, is likely to be seen 
in a guest appearance 
this time.

sp’s outReaCh  
Ahead of the 2024 general 
elections, the Samajwadi 
Party›s main focus is on 
Kurmi and other OBC 
votes. At the recently 
held convention, Naresh 
Uttam Patel was elected 
as the state president 
of the SP for the second 
time in a row. The move 
is being seen as an at-
tempt to consolidate the 
numerically significant 
backward-class voters 
behind the party. Patel 
hails from the OBC Kurmi 
caste, which has a sizable 
presence in the state’s 
central and eastern belts. 
They have the poten-
tial to play a significant 
role in elections in the 
Pratapgarh, Prayagraj, 
Sonbhadra, and Mirzapur 
regions. Kurmis consti-
tute about 7–8% of the UP 
population. On the other 
hand, the prominence 
given to Swami Prasad 
Maurya at the convention 
suggests that Akhilesh 
Yadav wishes to send a 
message to the other 
OBC community in order 
to gain support for his 
party. 

slip of tongue
Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar mistak-
enly addressed his deputy 
Tejashwi Prasad Yadav 
as mukhyamantri at an 
event, which has trig-
gered a series of barbs 
from the saffron party. 
The BJP stated that he 
needs to go to an ashram, 
whereas the ruling ally 
RJD said this only shows 
the parties› growing bond, 
as this happened while 
Nitish was announcing 
the names of those ap-
pointed as veterinary and 
district fisheries officers 
at an event of the Animal 
Husbandry and Fisheries 
Department. He called 
his deputy mananiya 
mukhyamantri (honour-
able chief minister), 
Tejashwi Prasad Yadav. 
Moreover, he did not cor-
rect his error throughout 
his speech.

on the radar

RAHIL NORA CHOPRA

anti-national design

‘pfi had plans to tuRn india into 
islamiC nation by 2047, Rss, bjp 
leadeRs weRe on RadaR’

an agen-
da was prepared 
for the same but 
they have been 

stopped in the middle and 
the right steps have been 
taken,” said Agarwal. 
“Target killing was their 
modus operandi by identi-
fying the target,” he added.

He further said that the 
ATS has also seized the bank 
accounts of the arrested PFI 
members and terror funding 
is also being investigated. 
“There are lakhs of rupees 
in the seized bank accounts 
of the PFI members and the 
money was being spent in 
the name of the outfit. After 
verifying the information 

from where the money was 
coming into the PFI fund, 
the ATS came to know that 
the money was coming from 
different places,” he added.

Earlier, Maharashtra 
Home Department has is-
sued an order using powers 
under Section 42 of UAPA 
authorizing the Police com-
missioners and District 

magistrates to exercise their 
powers against the PFI. 

The move comes a day 
after the Union Home Min-
istry imposed a ban on the 
Popular Front of India for 

“terror links”. Other states 
including Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu have passed such or-
ders declaring the PFI as an 
unlawful association. 

twitteR aCCount of pfi withheld in india
New DeLHi: The official Twitter account of Popular Front of 
india (PFi) has been withheld in india by the social media plat-
form “in response to a legal demand”, a day after the Centre 
banned the outfit under the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act 
(UAPA) for “terror links”. The government had yesterday or-
dered the blocking of all the social media traces of the banned 
outfit, including its Twitter, YouTube channels, instagram, and 
Facebook accounts.

exClusive

getting? 
How are you 

feeling?
Digvijaya: Oh, I 

am feeling damn 
good. 

TDG Reporter: Sashi Tharoor 
is in the fray. Did you have any 
interaction with him? 

Digvijaya: Sashi is a candi-
date who is young, attractive, 
articulate and has huge inter-
national experience. He is in 
the fray…and that’s a good 
news. I think we both have 
many similarities, we both 
like Gandhi-Nehruvian ide-
ology. We fight for ideology 
and continue to do that. 

TDG Reporter: There is no 
internal fight? 

Digvijaya: No, there is none. 
We are here to fight an elec-
tion which is everybody’s 
right. That’s it. 

TDG Reporter: You have said 
that Congress Presidential elec-
tion is crucial one. What are the 
issues you want to bring on the 
table? 

Digvijaya: My first respon-
sibility is to make the ‘Bhart 
Jodo Yatra’ a great success. I 
have put my heart and soul 
here. I will continue to work 
for that till the Yatra reaches 
Srinagar. 

TDG Reporter: As you ear-
lier told the party needs a solid 
fighter. Do you think you will rise 
to the occasion? 

Digvijaya: Well, the party 
decides on this who is what. 
I am a small worker of the 
party. Let party workers de-
cide on it. 

TDG Reporter: BJP is also 
reacting to your candidature….

Digvijaya: Oh, that’s quite 
natural. 

TDG Reporter: You have said 
that you will make ‘Bharat Jodo 
Yatra’ a success? As you are a 
candidate now, how would you 
do that? 

Digvijaya: I will not leave 
the Yatra. I need not to go 
anywhere for campaign. 
Through various modes of 
communication, I will try to 
campaign even while in Yatra. 
That’s possible. 

TDG Reporter: When you 
joined Congress, had you ever 
thought that you would file 
your nomination for Congress 
President? 

Digvijaya: I am a very small 
worker of Congress. This 
party had Presidents like 
Motilal Nehru, Gopal Krish-
na Gokhale, Lajpat Rai, Ne-
taji Subhash Chandra Bose, 
Gandhiji. So, when you are 
also a candidate for the same 
post, it is quite natural that 
you too have a great feeling. 
I am nowhere as compared 
to them. However, I will try 
my best. 

CongRess pResident will woRk undeR 
gandhi family, says digvijaya singh

taliban fallout 

‘taliban take oveR in afghanistan has effeCt on j-k’ 
Rakesh singh 
New DeLHi

Challenges have increased 
manifold in Jammu and 
Kashmir since Taliban took 
over Afghanistan, CRPF 
DG Kuldeep Singh said in 
a statement a day before his 
retirement from service.

“The challenges have 
increased and it is now 
seen”, there in Jammu and 
Kashmir with inputs of 
sometime an increase in 
the number of foreign ter-
rorists and later a little bit 
decrease in the number.

Singh, however, clarified 
that the number of terror-
ists in current period is 
very low. “The number of 
terrorists (active) is below 
200 which used to be 240 
at some time.”

The CRPF DG said the 
number of the terrorists 
are both from abroad and 
locals as well. 

“In last few years, there is 
a trend that the number of 
terrorists, both foreign and 
locals, used to be 230-240. 
But the number has now 
remained below 200 as 
many of them are neutral-

ised time to time by secu-
rity forces,” Singh further 
said.

Meanwhile, he expected it 
cannot be denied that there 
is no challenge in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

In his farewell speech, 
the DG also mentioned that 
CRPF is entrusted with the 
responsibility of safeguard-
ing the internal security of 
the country and that it is 
deployed across the length 
and breadth of the country 
for assisting State Police 
and Civil Administration in 
discharge of their duties. 

He also informed that the 
CRPF also provides protec-
tion to 119 dignitaries out of 
which 18 are in Z Plus and 
27 are in Z category  

“The Force now has 246 
Battalions (BNs) of which 
202 are GD (Ground Futy) 
BNs, six VIP Security, six 
Mahila, 15 RAF, 10 CoBRA, 
five signal, and one each of 
PDG and SDG. The Force 
also has 43 Group Centers, 
four 100 bedded Compos-
ite Hospitals,” Singh said. 

He pointed out how the 
Naxal activities have been 
contained to a very large 

extent in the left Wing Ex-
tremism affected areas. 

“There is a discernible im-
provement in the situation 
and the areas which were 
earlier considered to be the 
stronghold of Maoists are 
now free of their influence 
and dominated by Security 
Forces,” Singh said, adding 
“the force played a key role 
in making the state of Bihar 
Maoist free.”

“ Mao i st s  h ave  b e e n 
pushed out of Chakarband-
ha and Bheembandh area, 
and now Bihar has become 
virtually Maoists free.”

safeguaRding useRs

TDg neTwoRk
New DeLHi

Indian users cannot be 
discriminated against the 
other users of WhatsApp, 
the Central government on 
Thursday told the Supreme 
Court saying that a new Data 
Protection Bill to safeguard 
citizens’ rights is underway 
and likely to be placed before 
Parliament in the upcoming 
session. 

A five-judge Constitution 
bench of Justices K.M. Jo-
seph, Ajay Rastogi, Anirud-
dha Bose, Hrishikesh Roy 

and C.T. Ravikumar posted 
the matter for 17 January 
2023. The bench was hear-
ing pleas filed by two stu-
dents challenging What-
sApp’s 2021 Privacy Policy to 
share users’ data with parent 
company Facebook and oth-
ers as a violation of their pri-
vacy and free speech. 

Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, appearing for the 
Centre, told the apex court 
that the government has 
already withdrawn the old 
data protection Bill and a 
new Bill will be introduced 
in Parliament. 

Data Protection Bill likely 
in next Parliament session
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The Campus Front of 
India, the student 
wing of the Popular 

Front of India has termed 
"undemocratic and anti-con-
stitutional", the ban on it and 
said it will challenge the move 
by the government in court.

The CFI, however, added 
that it is stopping all activities 
under the law and asked the 
"students" associated with the 
outfit to "not conduct any pro-
gram or activity in the name 
of the organization". The Min-
istry of Home Affairs (MHA) 
issued a notification late on 
Tuesday night, declaring "the 
PFI and its associates or affili-
ates or fronts as an unlawful 
association with immediate 
effect".

Along with PFI, the ban is 
also imposed on its fronts in-

cluding Rehab India Founda-
tion (RIF). Campus Front of 
India (CFI), All India Imams 
Council (AIIC), National Con-
federation of Human Rights 
Organization (NCHRO), Na-
tional Women's Front, Junior 
Front, Empower India Foun-
dation, and Rehab Founda-
tion, Kerala as an "unlawful 
association".

Stating the ban, CFI tweeted 
on Wednesday, "Ban on Cam-
pus Front is Undemocratic 
and Anti-Constitutional; 
will be challenged in court. 
Stopped Activities in Accor-
dance with Law".

Claiming that it works for 
the students with a "vision of 
building socially concerned 
and responsible youths with 
secular and democratic spir-
it", CFI said that it has "suc-
ceeded in achieving it to an 
extent".

"Many educated youths who 

were part of the organization 
have now been active in the 
various spheres of social ac-
tivities. CFI has maintained 
constitutional and democratic 
values and not promoted ac-
tivities against our law," it 
said. "Hence, as an organiza-
tion that, in accordance with 
the law, concede the ban or-
der by the MHA and will be 
stopping all activities of the 
organization in India with 
immediate effect," CFI added.

It rejected the allegations 
against the CFI in connection 
with PFI and termed them 
"baseless and fabricated."

"At the same time, we reject 
all the allegations against the 
Campus Front in connection 
with PFI as baseless and fab-
ricated. It will be challenged 
in court after discussion with 
legal experts by the concerned 
persons," it said.

The outfit said that it is "not 

responsible" for using the 
name or banner of the organ-
isation for any programme or 
activity or social media posts 
and comments.

Meanwhile, in the notifica-
tion issued by the MHA, it 
clearly mentioned that the 
ban has been imposed against 
PFI and its associates or affili-
ates or fronts for "indulging 
in unlawful activities, which 
are prejudicial to the integ-
rity, sovereignty and secu-
rity of the country and have 
the potential of disturbing 
public peace and communal 
harmony of the country and 
supporting militancy in the 
country.

The Centre issued the ban 
citing the investigation of its 
agencies, mentioning "the in-
vestigations have established 
clear linkages between PFI 
and its associates or affiliates 
or fronts".

WILL CHALLENGE ‘ANTI-CONSTITUTIONAL’ 
MOVE IN COURT: CAMPUS FRONT OF 
INDIA ON PFI BAN

'UNDEMOCRATIC'

TDG NETWORK
KOCHI

The Delhi High Court has 
issued notice to the Govern-
ment of NCT Delhi and the 
Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi (MCD) on a public in-
terest litigation (PIL) seeking 
direction from concerned 
authorities to take immedi-
ate remedial steps to elimi-
nate the contagious viral 
disease known as "lumpskin 
disease."

The Bench of Justice Satish 
Chander Sharma and Jus-
tice Subramonium Prasad 
on Wednesday directed the 
respondents to file a reply 
within a period of 10 days 
and listed the matter for 14th 
October.  The plea submitted 
that Lumpy Skin Disease is a 
Contagious Viral disease that 
spreads among cattle, Bo-
vine ( Cow family) through 
mosquitoes, flies, lice, and 

wasps by direct contact, and 
also through contaminated 
food and water. The disease 
causes fever and nodules on 
the skin, and it can be fatal.

Petitioner Ajay Gautam 
stated that Lumpy Skin 
Disease has killed nearly 
70,000 cattle in the country 
to date, and numbers are in-
creasing day by day. 

It is submitted that the 
Lumpy Virus disease has 
created havoc in several 
states of India, and the most 
effective states are Rajasthan 
and Himachal. This disease 
has now knocked on the 
doors of Delhi too and has 
started affecting the cows of 
the city.

These infected cows re-
quire immediate medical 
attention. This disease can 
turn into an epidemic. As 
a result, immediate action 
is required to prevent the 
spread of this disease among 

our holy cows, according to 
the plea. 

According to the petitioner, 
everyday cows are dying on 
road due to these reasons, 
and the helpline number is-
sued is not responding and 
answering calls/queries re-
lated to Lumpi Skin Virus 
properly.  It further stated 
that the respondents have set 
up only one isolation shelter 
for cows in Rewala, Khan-
pur South-West District, 
for 4500 cattle. Although 
there are more than 20,000 
to 25,000 stray cows in the 
National Capital.

The plea further alleges 
that ambulance service is 
available for Holy Cows so 
as to rescue or send them 
from other parts of Delhi to 
the South-west district isola-
tion shelter and no place has 
been identified, allotted or 
proposed by respondents for 
the burial of infected Cows.

HC notice to Delhi Govt, MCD on PIL 
seeking remedial steps to save cows

LUMPY SKIN DISEASE

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

BJP USING ECI TO REDUCE VOTES OF 
YADAVS, MUSLIMS IN UP: AKHILESH YADAV

'SNATCHED'

Samajwadi Party Chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav alleged that the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
with the help of the Election 
Commission machinery 
"snatched" away the power 
in Uttar Pradesh from the 
Samajwadi Party because 
they are aware that without 
UP, they cannot remain in 
power at the Center.

Elaborating further, he ac-
cused the Election Commis-
sion of deliberately reducing 
the votes of "Muslim" and 
"Yadav" communities by 
20,000 in almost every Vid-
han Sabha seat on the diktats 
of the BJP and its aides. "The 
Election Commission de-
liberately reduced the votes 
of Yadavs and Muslims by 
20,000 in almost every Vid-
han Sabha seat on the diktats 
of the BJP and its aides. "A 
probe can be conducted, 
and it will be found that the 
names of many people were 
removed..." SP chief Akhilesh 
Yadav said.

Akhilesh, who was elected 
as the National President of 
the Samajwadi Party at the 
party's national conference 
for the third consecutive time, 
made a scathing attack on the 
BJP and said that a probe can 

be conducted on how the 
votes of Yadavs and Muslims 
have been reduced in almost 
every Vidhan Sabha seat.

"This government was not 
made by people; even people 
don't believe how they again 
formed the government. 
"They and their machinery 
snatched away the govern-
ment from the Samajwadi 
Party because they knew if 
they lost power in UP, they'd 
lose power in Delhi," Akh-
ilesh said.

Attacking the BJP, Akh-
ilesh Yadav said, "The 
Gujarat businessmen and 
industrialists have enjoyed 
the maximum loan waiver. 
"Despite forming the govern-
ment twice, the current gov-
ernment has only increased 
unemployment and poverty 
across the state."

"Agni Veers were being 
recruited in Farrukhabad, 
lakhs of youth had come for 
recruitment, but the govern-
ment has betrayed the coun-
try's army. The youth were 
coming for Army recruit-
ment because of poverty and 
unemployment," he further 
said.

"This government is playing 
with the reservation system. 
Ever since they came to pow-
er, atrocities towards Azam 
Khan have been unstoppable. 

Even the officers have been 
instructed that they will only 
get promotions if they con-
tinue to do atrocities," said 
Akhilesh Yadav.

The SP chief further took a 
jibe at the free ration scheme 
of the BJP and called it an 
election gimmick.

"They have made ration free 
as elections are approaching 
in some states. They can 
make ration free but can't 
provide stretcher or ambu-
lance to poor people in vil-
lages while they give huge 
benefits to big businessman," 
the SP Chief said.

Earlier on September 20, 
the Samajwadi Party led by 
Akhilesh Yadav held a protest 
march against the Yogi Ad-
ityanath-led UP government, 
highlighting issues in the 
state before the commence-
ment of the monsoon session 
of the state legislature.

The Leader of Opposition 
(LoP), Akhilesh Yadav, ac-
cused the BJP government of 
stopping him and his party 
members from marching to 
the Vidhan Bhavan.

However, the BJP hit back 
at the protests, and Uttar 
Pradesh Deputy Chief Min-
ister Keshav Prashad Maurya 
said that the march was not 
related to the benefit of the 
common people.

TDG NETWORK
LUCKNOW  

HC ISSUES NOTICE ON PLEA 
SEEKING CONSTITUTION OF ICC

INTERNAL COMPLAINT COMMITTEE

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday issued notice to 
the Police Commissioner on 
a plea of a woman cop seeking 
constitution of the Internal 
Complaint Committee (ICC) 
by the South Delhi DCP for re-
dressal of sexual harassment 
complaints.

It is alleged that she had 
been sexually harassed by the 
accused. She said that the ICC 
should have been constituted 
within three months of the 
incident as per the guidelines 
laid by the Supreme Court, but 
to date, it has not been consti-

tuted.
Justice Anu Malhotra issued 

a notice to the Delhi Govern-
ment's Commissioner of Police 
Delhi and Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (DCP)-South.

The matter has been listed 
on October 19 for hearing. This 
matter pertains to an FIR un-
der sections of rape and intimi-
dation registered on August 3, 
2021, at Malviya Nagar police 
station in Delhi on the com-
plaint of the petitioner against 
a Sub Inspector of Delhi Police.

The bench postponed the 
hearing and directed that it 
be re-notified for October 19, 
2022, when bail applications 
will also be listed.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI  

DRDO TO MANUFACTURE 'MAKE 
IN INDIA' K9 SCENT PADS

ADVANCEMENTS

The Defense Research and 
Development Organization 
(DRDO) has been taking the 
help of the Indo-Tibetan Bor-
der Police (ITBP) in manu-
facturing "Make in India" 
K9 Scent Pads, which will be 
produced at 1/100th of the 
cost of those being procured 
from abroad.

This initiative of the ITBP 
to approach DRDO would 
help all Central Armed Po-
lice Forces (CAPFs) and state 
police organisations and 
security forces, including 
the Indian Army, in having 
specific explosive and nar-
cotic scent kits to enhance 
the olfactory conditioning 
of K9s or police dogs in the 
detection of explosives and 
narcotics. The K9 Scent Pads 
being used by the dog squad 
teams of all CAPFs and other 

police organisations are still 
procured from foreign coun-
tries.

For the project, the DRDO 
has been roping in their 
world-renowned biochem-
istry and material physics 
experts at the DRDO HQ in 
New Delhi and the DRDO 
Gwalior to conduct pioneer-
ing research and develop-
ment to manufacture K9 
Target Odor Scent Pads.

This would be a unique, 
never before attempted 
"Make in India for India" 
project to break the foreign 
monopoly, according to a 
statement from ITBP.

Dr Sangita Rao Achary Ad-
danki, Director DLIC DRDO, 
and Dr Om Kumar, Scientist 
G, a world-renowned bio-
chemistry expert, are lead-
ing this project to produce 
K9 Scent Pads at 1/100th 
the cost of foreign K9 Scent 
Pads.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI  

AADHAAR USAGE SURGE: 220 CRORE 
AUTHENTICATIONS DONE IN AUGUST

RAPID GROWTH

Aadhaar usage and adop-
tion continue to grow at a 
rapid pace with the number 
of authentication transac-
tions surging to 219.71 crore 
in August, registering a 
growth of over 44 per cent 
when compared with the 
previous month, accord-
ing to data released by the 
Ministry of Electronics & IT  
on Thursday.

A majority of these monthly 
transaction numbers were 
done by using fingerprint bio-
metric authentication (128.56 
crore), followed by demo-
graphic authentications and 
OTP authentications. As of 
the end of August 2022, a cu-
mulative number of 8074.95 
crore Aadhaar authentica-
tions have been carried out so 
far, as against 7855.24 crore 
such authentications by the 
end of July.

The number of e-KYC trans-
actions executed via Aadhaar 
stood at 23.45 crore in August. 
The cumulative number of e-
KYC transactions so far in-
creased from 1249.23 crore in 
July to 1272.68 crore by the end 
of August, the government  
data showed.

An e-KYC transaction is 
done only with the explicit 
consent of the Aadhaar holder 
and eliminates physical paper-
work and in-person verifica-
tion requirements for KYC. 
The Aadhaar e-KYC service 
is increasingly playing an im-
portant role for banking and 
non-banking financial ser-
vices in providing better and 
more transparent customer 
experiences and ease of doing 
business. In August, residents 
successfully updated 1.46 
crore Aadhaar numbers, and 
cumulatively till date (end of 
August), 65.01 crore Aadhaar 
numbers have been success-
fully updated.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI  
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ED CONDUCTS RAIDS ON NINE CHINESE CONTROLLED 
FIRMS, FREEZES RS 9.82 CRORES

INVESTIGATION

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has carried out searches 
and frozen account balances 
of Rs 9.82 crore of nine Chi-
nese-controlled entities with 
respect to an investigation re-
lating to the misuse of App-
based token named "HPZ" 
and other similar applica-

tions by several entities un-
der money laundering probe, 
the agency said on Thursday.

The action has been taken 
against entities like Comein 
Network Technology Private 
Limited, Mobicred Technol-
ogy Private Limited, Magic 
Data Technology Private 
Limited, Baitu Technol-
ogy Private Limited, Aliyeye 
Network Technology India 

Pvt Ltd, Wecash Technol-
ogy Private Limited, Larting 
Private Limited, Magic Bird 
Technology Private Limited, 
and Acepearl Services Pri-
vate Limited.

ED initiated a money laun-
dering investigation on the 
basis of the First Information 
Report (FIR) dated October 
8, 2021, filed under various 
sections of the Indian Penal 

Code, 1860, by Cyber Crime 
Police Station, Kohima, Na-
galand, against HPZ tokens 
and others.

The HPZ Token was an 
"app-based token,"  which 
promised users large gains 
against investment by declar-
ing the same as "investing in 
mining machines for Bitcoin 
and other cryptocurrencies,"  
said the ED.

Adani achieves financial 
closure for India’s largest 
Greenfield expressway project

DEVELOPMENT

Budaun Hardoi Road Pri-
vate Ltd (BHRPL), Har-
doi Unnao Road Private 
Ltd (HURPL), and Unnao 
Prayagraj Road Private Ltd 
(UPRPL)—wholly owned 
subsidiaries of Adani En-
terprises Ltd (AEL)—have 
achieved financial closure 
for the access-controlled, 
six-lane (expandable to 
eight-lane) greenfield 
Ganga Expressway Project 
(Groups II, III, and IV) in 
Uttar Pradesh (UP) respec-
tively, on DBFOT (Toll) ba-

sis under PPP mode. The 
concession period will be 
30 years. 
The Ganga Expressway 
in Uttar Pradesh, which 
will connect Meerut with 
Prayagraj, will be India’s 
longest expressway to be 
implemented on a DBFOT 
basis. Of its 594-km length, 
AEL will build 464 km from 
Budaun to Prayagraj, which 
comprises 80% of the ex-
pressway project.

AEL’s road portfolio has 
grown to 18 projects with 
more than 6,400 lane km 
and an asset value exceed-
ing Rs. 44,000 crore. 

TDG NETWORK
AHMEDABAD  

A Bihar court has issued a 
non-bailable warrant against 
Padma Shri Ekta Kapoor, 
who has made her mark 
with Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu 
Thi, and her mother Shobha 
Kapoor. Filmmaker-director 
Ekta Kapoor's XXX series 
Season 2 has brought to light 
how soldiers and their fami-
lies are being hurt by mili-
tary uniforms and the wrong 
display of soldiers. The Be-
gusarai resident had filed a 
petition with the court, in 
which many objectionable 
scenes of the soldier's wife 
were shown.

Despite the notice sent in 
2020, Ekta and actor Jiten-
dra's wife Shobha Kapoor 
did not appear in court, after 
which the court had to issue 
this warrant.

Cases have been filed 
against Ekta Kapoor in dif-
ferent places across the 
country for her bold Web 

syringe. The Cyber Branch 
of the Mumbai Police also 
issued a notice on Ekta 
last year. When The Daily 
Guardian contacted Ekta's 
lawyer, Shyam Devani, 
in Mumbai, he refused to 
speak. The sword of arrest 
hangs on Ekta and her moth-
er, Shobha Kapoor, after the 
warrant is issued.

Ekta has always been in-
volved in controversy re-
garding the Triple X Web 

series.
According to the police, 

the FIR was lodged at Anna-
purna Police Station in 2020 
under several sections of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and 
IT Act.

Neeraj Yagnik, the com-
plainant, said that he lodged 
a complaint in the matter af-
ter watching the objection-
able use of the national em-
blem and the Army uniform 
in the web series.

Arrest warrant issued against 
Producer Ekta Kapoor

TROUBLE

MANISH AWASTHI
BEGUSARAI 

Ekta Kapoor

TOP OF THE DAY

INDIAN FOREIGN 
SERVICE OFFICER 
TRAINEES CALL ON 
PRESIDENT 
NEW DELHI: A group of 
officer trainees of the 
Indian Foreign Service 
(2021 batch) called on 
the President of India, 
Droupadi Murmu, at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan 
on Friday. Addressing 
the officer trainees, the 
president said that it will 
be all the more exciting as 
they begin their career in 
foreign service at a time 
when India has emerged 
on the world stage with 
new self-confidence. 

TRUST KEY TO TAP 
TRADE POTENTIAL 
OF SCO MEMBERS: 
ANUPRIYA PATEL
NEW DELHI: Minister of 
State for Commerce and 
Industry Anupriya Patel 
said constructive coop-
eration, coupled with trust 
and transparency, is key to 
tapping the trade potential 
of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) mem-
ber states. According to an 
official statement issued 
on Friday, she was speak-
ing at the 21st meeting of 
SCO ministers responsible 
for foreign economy and 
trade. The minister high-
lighted the opportunities 
available in the SCO region 
for mutually beneficial, 
balanced, and equitable 
gains for all SCO mem-
bers and stressed the 
need for effective coop-
eration between member 
states for balanced and 
equitable growth in trade 
and commerce.

FORMER AAP MLA 
BALWANT SINGH 
JOINS BJP 
NEW DELHI: Days after 
being expelled by the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in 
Jammu, former Udham-
pur MLA Balwant Singh 
Mankotia joined the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in the national capi-
tal on Thursday. Last week 
on September 23, AAP 
terminated Mankotia from 
the party for anti-party 
activities. "It has come to 
our knowledge that you 
are involved in anti-party 
activities, mainly engaging 
with other national and 
regional political parties 
in J&K, not engaging or 
participating in any of the 
party's political activities, 
and not performing any 
task given by the party for 
the last three months," 
AAP election in-charge 
Harjot Singh Bains said in 
a letter to Mankotia.

UP TO HAVE STATE-
OF-THE-ART BUS 
STAND IN EVERY 
DISTRICT
LUCKNOW: Elevating 
the standards of public 
transport, the state of 
Uttar Pradesh is soon 
going to have at least 
one state-of-the-art bus 
stand in each district. To 
fulfil the objective, in the 
first phase, 24 bus stands 
in 16 districts will be 
developed under the PPP 
model with facilities for 
passengers' convenience 
equivalent to interna-
tional standards. The 
demand for bus services 
is high, given their easy 
availability and compara-
tively cheaper fares.
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‘MEDICAL GROUNDS’

SC to hear bail plea of Ambience 
Group promoter Raj Singh Gehlot 

The Supreme Court 
on Thursday agreed 
to hear the interim 

bail plea of Ambience Group 
promoter Raj Singh Gehlot 
on medical grounds.

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice of India UU Lalit 
said that the interim bail 
plea of Gehlot be listed be-
fore a bench presided by 
Justice BR Gavai on Friday. 

Senior Advocate Mukul 
Rohatgi mentioned the in-
terim bail plea of Ambience 
Group promoter Raj Singh 
Gehlot before the Supreme 
Court.

Gehlot has challenged the 
Delhi High Court order dat-
ed September 28, which de-
nied to extend of his interim 
bail extension.

Delhi High Court order 
has come on Directorate of 
Enforcement plea seeking 
to set aside the order dated 

30.08.2022 granting an ex-
tension of interim bail to the 
Gehlot for six weeks with ef-
fect from 19.08.2022 passed 
by an Additional Sessions 
Judge of Patiala House 
Court, New Delhi.

Gehlot was arrested under 
the provisions of the Pre-
vention of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA) in July last 
year.

The Enforcement Direc-
torate had earlier raided 
Gehlot, his company Aman 

Hospitality Private Limited 
(AHPL), some other firms 
of the Ambience group, di-
rectors in the company Day-
anand Singh, Mohan Singh 
Gehlot, and their associates.

The ED case on Gehlot, a 
promoter of the Ambience 
Mall in Gurugram, is based 
on a 2019 FIR of the Anti-
Corruption Bureau of Jam-
mu against AHPL and its 
directors for alleged money 
laundering in the construc-
tion and development of the 

five-star Leela Ambience 
Convention Hotel located 
near Yamuna Sports Com-
plex in Delhi.

The ED claimed its probe 
found that a huge part of the 
loan amount of more than 
Rs 800 crore, which was 
sanctioned by a consortium 
of banks for the hotel proj-
ect, was siphoned off by 
AHPL, Raj Singh Gehlot, 
and his associates through 
a web of companies owned 
and controlled by them.
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PRIVACY POLICY

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday dismissed Face-
book India Online Services 
Private Limited’s plea chal-
lenging the probe initiated by 
the Competition Commission 
of India (CCI) against it. This 
issue is connected with What-
sApp’s new privacy policy.

The bench of Justice Yash-
want Varma dismissed the 
petition remarking that there 
has to be some end for the 
“luxury to litigate”. “Once the 

appeals have been dismissed, 
how another writ petition 
could be filed,” the bench 
questioned while dismissing 
the plea. The judge also said 
that in the case of WhatsApp 
and Facebook, the probe is suo 
moto, but in the petitioner’s 
case, a complaint or informa-
tion was received.

The senior counsel, Parag 
Tripathi, appearing for the 
petitioner, said that it is an 
Indian subsidiary and it does 
not have any involvement or 
connection with Meta on the 
existing platform.

The court said, “Ultimately, 
if they found that there is a 
prima facie case against the 
principal (Meta), which war-
rants investigation, and you 
(Facebook India Online) do 
not adopt something different, 
and for the purposes of the 
investigation, if the DG were 
not to follow Facebook Inc 
and call upon you for investi-
gation, it could have done so.”

The petitioner had chal-
lenged the order on 12 Octo-
ber, 2021, passed by CCI, a no-
tice of October 26, 2021 issued 
by Director General (DG).

HC dismisses plea of Facebook 
challenging CCI’s probe order
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 
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INVESTIGATION

The Bombay High Court 
on Wednesday rejected the 
criminal petition seeking the 
formation of a SIT into the 
Jiah Khan Death Case, filed 
by Rabia Khan, the mother of 
Jiah Khan.

While rejecting the criminal 
writ petition of Rabia Khan 
in connection with the death 
of Jiah Khan in 2013, the 
High Court made very strict 
remarks against Khan’s ap-
proach in this case. The order 
was passed on September 12, 
but the detailed order was 
made available on Wednesday.

“In view of the facts noted 
hereinabove, we were in fact 
inclined to saddle the peti-
tioner with exemplary costs, 
however, at the pleading of the 
learned advocate for the peti-

tioner, we refrained ourselves 
from doing so. The criminal 
writ petition is accordingly 
dismissed,” the court said 
while dismissing the petition.

The HC said that it was satis-
fied with the investigation car-
ried out by CBI.

“Court indubitably is satis-
fied with the further inves-
tigation carried out by CBI, 
and nothing would preclude 
the petitioner from invoking 
the appropriate powers of the 
Criminal Court and exercis-
ing such powers, including 
the powers under Sections 
216 and 319 of Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure,” the Court said 
in its order.

The HC also raised ques-
tions over the conduct of the 
petitioner and said that it has 
led to prolonging the trial.

“The conduct of the peti-
tioner has laid to unnecessar-

ily prolonging the trial which 
was yet to be opened at the 
then time and that speedy 
justice being the constitutional 
right of both the accused and 
victim, this Court comprehen-
sively dismissed the Criminal 
Writ Petition,” the HC further 
held.

“The petitioner has openly 
expressed her scepticism in 
our country’s criminal jus-
tice system and investigat-
ing agency, and thus we find 
it necessary to deal with the 
same,” the HC noted.

The Court also mentioned 
the UK-based law firm Scar-
mans, which was approached 
by the petitioner in the case 
and the report published by 
the firm.

The HC also raised questions 
about the petitioner procuring 
a “biased report” from a firm 
that has no authority in India.

BOMBAY HC REJECTS PETITION SEEKING SIT 
PROBE IN JIAH KHAN’S DEATH CASE
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI 

CULTURAL RIGHTS

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day posted for hearing a batch 
of petitions challenging the 
Tamil Nadu and Maharash-
tra governments’ laws allow-
ing the bull-taming sport “Jal-
likattu” and bullock cart races 
on November 22.

A five-judge Constitution 
Bench headed by Justices KM 
Joseph, Ajay Rastogi, Anirud-
dha Bose, Hrishikesh Roy, and 
CT Ravikumar, said it would 
take up the matter on Novem-
ber 22. In February 2018, the 
Supreme Court referred a case 
to the Constitution Bench on 
whether the people of Tamil 
Nadu and Maharashtra can 
conserve Jallikattu and bull-

ock-cart races as their cultural 
rights and demand their pro-
tection under Article 29 (1) of 
the Constitution.

The top court had earlier 
said that the petitions chal-

lenging the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (Tamil 
Nadu Amendment) Act, 2017, 
needed to be decided by a 
larger bench since they in-
volved substantial questions 

relating to the interpretation 
of the Constitution.

It had said that a larger 
bench would decide whether 
states have the “legislative 
competence” to make such 

laws on grounds, including 
that Jallikattu and bullock cart 
racing fell under the cultural 
rights enshrined under Arti-
cle 29(1) and can be protected 
constitutionally.

Tamil Nadu and Maharash-
tra had amended the central 
law, the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960, and al-
lowed Jallikattu and bullock 
cart racing, respectively.

The petitions were filed in 
the top court, challenging the 
state laws.

A batch of petitions, led by 
People for Ethical Treatment 
of Animals (PETA), sought di-
rection to quash the jallikattu 
law passed by the Tamil Nadu 
Legislative Assembly, which 
brought bulls back into the 
fold of “performing animals”.

SC TO HEAR PLEAS AGAINST JALLIKATTU, 
BULLOCK CART RACES ON 22 NOVEMBER 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 
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top of the day

Two held, 20 gm 
heroin seized in 
shimla 
SHIMLA:  Two persons 
were arrested, and 20.40 
grams of heroin were 
recovered from their pos-
session, Shimla Police 
informed on Thursday. The 
two accused have been 
identified as Gaurav Dehraj 
and Vikas Kumar. As per 
the police, both of them 
are residents of Rohtak, 
Haryana. The case has 
been registered at the 
Police Station West, with 
FIR Number 246/22 under 
sections 21 and 29 of the 
Narcotics Drug and Psy-
chotropic Substances (ND 
& PS) Act, the police said. 
Further investigations are 
underway in the case.

over 170 gm 
heroin seized in 
nagaon
NAGAON:  Police seized 
more than 170 grams of 
heroin and arrested a drug 
peddler in Assam’s Naga-
on district on Wednesday 
night. The accused has 
been identified as Rashan 
Ali. Based on source infor-
mation, a team of Nagaon 
district police conducted a 
raid at Rashan Ali’s house 
in Nottam Panigaon area 
of Nagaon. The police 
team recovered three soap 
cases containing 40 grams 
of heroin and 96 plastic vi-
als weighing 137.77 grams 
of heroin from Rashan Ali. 
The accused has been ar-
rested and a case has been 
registered against him.

CCi approves 
dB power 
aCquisiTion By 
adani group
NEW DELHI: The Competi-
tion Commission of India 
(CCI) on Thursday said it 
has approved the acquisi-
tion of 100% share capital 
of Diliigent Power Private 
Limited and DB Power 
Limited by Adani Power 
Limited. The proposed 
combination involves the 
acquisition of 100% of the 
share capital and economic 
rights of Diliigent Power 
Private Limited and DB 
Power Limited by Adani 
Power Limited, the CCI 
said in a statement. The 
Acquirer (Adani Power 
Limited) is a public listed 
company incorporated 
in India with its shares 
listed on BSE Limited 
as well as the National 
Stock Exchange of India 
Limited. The Acquirer is a 
power company with eight 
operational power plants 
in India. It has power gen-
eration capacity of 13,650 
MW comprising thermal 
power plants in Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, 
Rajasthan, and Chhat-
tisgarh and a 40 MW solar 
power project in Gujarat.   

Charred Body 
found inside 
BurnT Car 
NEW DELHI: A charred body 
was found in a burnt car on 
the road from Majra Dabas to 
Jatkhod in the national capital 
on Thursday, said the Delhi 
Police. However, the iden-
tity of the person has yet not 
been ascertained. Forensic 
Science Laboratory officials 
and the district crime team 
inspected the spot, informed 
the police. Upon inspection, 
it was found out that the 
body of the deceased was 
completely burnt. “A PCR call 
was received at around 6.40 
am in PS Kanjhawala regard-
ing the burning of a car,” said 
the police.

Gautam Adani addressed 
the 20th Forbes Global CEO 
conference in Singapore on 
27 September and spoke 
about borderless and limit-
less socio-economic growth 
post pandemic. The theme 
of the conference was “The 
Way Forward.”

Speaking at the confer-
ence, Adani said, “We all 
realise that the last few de-

cades have been a time of re-
markable economic growth 
for the world. In this con-
text, the conference theme 
“The Way Forward” is fas-
cinating. Because the lenses 
through which you and I de-
fine ‘the way forward’ may 
not be the same anymore. 
In my view, globalisation is 
at an inflexion point. It will 
look very different from 
what we had come to accept 
in a largely unipolar world. 
Many of us, including I, 

bought into Thomas Fried-
man’s socio-economic busi-
ness model that claimed, 
‘The World Is Flat’. We had 
started to believe that the 
digital revolution marked 
the ‘end of borders’. We 
accepted that market de-
regulation and economic 
integration had set in mo-
tion a gravity-defying era 
of economic progress. This 
seemed to be a logical sum-
mary of borderless and lim-
itless growth.”

‘The way forward’ 

essenCe of india’s demoCraCy lies 
in iTs imperfeCTion: gauTam adani
TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI

CurriCulum 

Ut t a r  P r a d e s h 
Cabinet Minister 
Dharmpal Singh 

said Thursday that the state 
government’s new directive 
for aided/recognised ma-
drasas to start educational 
activities with national an-
them and prayers is to in-
culcate nationalism among 
students. He also said that 
the survey of madrasas is 
being done to ensure that 

the children studying there 
get a quality education.

“Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s idea is to ensure 
that even the poor Muslim 
children get quality educa-
tion and have the Quran in 
one hand and laptop in the 
other. This is why we are 
conducting a survey of the 
madrasas,” the minister said 
in Hindi.

“After the survey, children 
studying there will be taught 
according to the NCERT 
curriculum. The students 

should also learn mathemat-
ics and science besides what 
they are learning today,” he 
added.

Earlier this month, the 
Uttar Pradesh government 
started the survey of ma-
drasas in the state. It said 
the survey would be based 
on 12 aspects, including the 
infrastructure of the madra-
sas, the number of teachers 
and students, and also their 
source of funding.

The government move 
triggered a controversy as 

some people alleged that it 
was a move to target them 
and curtail their indepen-
dence. However, Jamiat 
Ulama-e-Hind president 
Maulana Arshad Madani 
has said there’s no objection 
to doing the survey of un-
recognized madrasas by the 
government.

“There is no opposition 
among us regarding the 
survey. We have instructed 
the Ulemas to give correct 
answers to whatever ques-
tions are asked to them and 

people should cooperate 
fully in the survey,” Madani 
has said.

All District Magistrates 
have been instructed to 
complete the survey by 5 
October. The survey team 
will comprise the Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate, the Basic 
Shiksha Adhikari and the 
District Minority Officer. 
This team will hand over its 
report to the Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate, who will 
send consolidated reports to 
the District Magistrate.  

National anthem at madrasas 
will inculcate nationalism in 
students: UP Minister                    
TDG NETWORK
LUCKNOW

The two IED blasts that hit 
the Udhampur district of 
Jammu and Kashmir within 
eight hours of each other 
had a ‘certain similarity’ 
and were likely triggered by 
a timer, a senior police offi-
cial said Thursday. Mukesh 
Singh, the Additional Direc-
tor General of Police (Jam-
mu), said this after visiting 
the Udhampur bus stand, 
where the second blast 
struck this morning.

“Two IED blasts have taken 
place. The first was at 10:30 
p.m. yesterday and the oth-
er was at 6 a.m. today. Both 
happened on empty buses. 
Both blasts have a certain 
similarity. It’s likely that they 
are sticky bombs but we can-
not say that for sure,” Singh 
said.

Singh said it is likely that 
sticky bombs were used in 
both the blasts. “It seems 
(the devices) were triggered 
by a timer,” he said, adding 
an investigation is underway.

Two people were injured 
in the first blast in Domali 
Chowk and have been admit-
ted to the Udhampur District 
Hospital. The explosion was 
powerful enough to dam-
age vehicles parked nearby. 
The second blast struck a 
bus stand but no one was 
injured.

A bomb detection and dis-
posal squad, accompanied 
by sniffer dogs, had arrived 
at the site of the second blast 
this morning and started 
their investigation. Wear-
ing full protective gear, the 
squad members inspected 
the bus stand area for sus-
pected objects and explo-
sives.

suspiCious 

Twin ied BlasTs roCk 
udhampur, poliCe say 
BlasTs had ‘CerTain 
similariTy’

ajay jaNDyal 
UDHAMPUR

A view of a wrecked empty bus after an occurrence of a blast, 
in Udhampur

The Punjab Police struck a 
decisive blow in the ongoing 
war against gangsters with 
the arrest of Neeraj Chas-
ka, one of the most wanted 
shooters of the Davinder 
Bambiha gang from Jammu, 
for his involvement in mul-
tiple murders, including the 
sensational murder of the 
Students Organisation of 
Punjab University (SOPU) 
President Gurlal Brar, said 
Director General of Police 
(DGP) Punjab Gaurav Yadav 
on Thursday.

The murder of Gurlal Brar, 
who was a close relative 

of Canada-based gangster 
Goldy Brar, triggered an in-
ter-gang rivalry between the 
Davinder Bambiha gang and 
the Lawrence Bishnoi gang, 
leading to a spate of murders 
in Punjab, Haryana, Chan-
digarh, and National Capital 
Region (NCR) Delhi. Gurlal 
Brar was shot dead outside 
a nightclub in Chandigarh in 
October 2020.

The arrested gangster 
Neeraj alias Chaska, who is a 
resident of Jaito in Faridkot, 
is the main shooter of the 
Bambiha gang, controlled 
by the wanted foreign-
based gangster Gaurav alias 
Lucky Patial. After gangster 
Davinder Bambiha was neu-

tralised by the Punjab Police 
in September 2016, Patial 
became the main handler 
of the Bambiha gang. Neeraj 
has been absconding since 
2019.

DGP Gaurav Yadav said 
that in an ongoing intelli-
gence-based operation, a 
team of the Anti-Gangster 
Task Force (AGTF) of Pun-
jab Police, in coordination 
with central agencies, has 
arrested Neeraj alias Chaska 
from the district of Samba in 
Jammu. The police have also 
recovered two foreign-made 
pistols, including a.30 cali-
bre and a.32 caliber, along 
with 17 live cartridges from 
his possession. 

He said that apart from 
Gurlal’s murder, Neeraj has 
been directly involved in at 
least four more murders, in-
cluding the murder of Kab-
badi Player Money, who was 
killed in Jaito town in Farid-
kot district on the direc-
tions of Amna Jaito, lodged 
in Ferozepur Jail in August 
2019, and a double murder 
case in which Pardeep alias 
Panja and Rahul were killed 
in Ambala in March 2021.

The DGP said that Neeraj 
Chaska, along with his asso-
ciates, had also killed Surjit 
Bouncer at Sector 38, Chan-
digarh in March 2020, fol-
lowing which the Davinder 
Bambiha group took the re-

sponsibility for the murder 
on Facebook, claiming that 
Surjit Bouncer was killed to 
avenge the killing of bouncer 
Amit Sharma at Saketri.

Yadav said that further in-
vestigations and question-
ing of Neeraj alias Chaska 
will lead to the unravelling 
of more activities and plans 
of the Bambiha Gang.

 The interrogation of Law-
rence Bishnoi and his sev-
eral aides arrested by the 
Punjab Police revealed that, 
on account of his involve-
ment in the killing of Gurlal 
Brar, Neeraj alias Chaska, 
was on the top hitlist of the 
Lawrence Bishnoi gang. In-
vestigations are ongoing.

TaRuNi GaNDhi
CHANDIGARH

inTer-gang rivalry 

punjaB poliCe arresT main shooTer of BamBiha gang
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The Delhi Police on Wednesday 
apprehended three, claimed to be 
dreaded criminals associated with 
criminal gangs. The criminals were 
nabbed by a team of special staff near 
Baba Haridas Nagar Police Station, 
the officials said.

The criminals were identified as 
Narender alias Devender (44), Mo-
hit (25) and Bijender (39). Narender 
(resident of Panipat), a sharpshooter, 
was the main shooter of the Naveen 
Khati gang, and Bijender (resident 
of Jhajjar) was a member of the Nitu 

Dabodia gang. Both were involved in 
several cases of murder and robbery, 
informed the police.

The three were nabbed after the 
team of special staff constituted for a 
special task laid down a trap near the 
Baba Haridas Nagar Police Station 
after receiving specific information 
regarding Devender on Wednesday, 
officials underlined.

The police got active after a case 
was filed in the Baba Haridas Nagar 
Police Station on 27 September. 
wherein the complainant stated that 
while working on CNG Pump at Mi-
traon Road, three persons came in a 
Santro car to fill CNG. After filling 

the CNG, they refused to give them 
money and showed a pistol instead. 
The teams of Baba Haridas Nagar 
Police Station started probing the 
incident. After enquiry it came to 
know that Devender Shooter, who is 
a gang member of the Naveen Khati 
gang was also present in the car, of-
ficials said in a statement.

“A team of Special Staff was tasked 
to regularly make surveillance over 
the bail-out gang members of differ-
ent gangs active in the district and 
adjoining states. The team was con-
stituted to nab such criminals who 
roam in areas with illegal firearms 
and ammunition to commit crimes”, 

police added.
“CCTV cameras of the spot were 

checked to get some trail. The team 
followed the trail and as per clues, 
secret informers were deployed in 
the border areas so as to get some 
information about Devender. On 
Wednesday specific information 
was received by the team regarding 
Devender who along with his two 
associates will come into the area of 
Baba Haridas Nagar Police Station 
with illegal arms and ammunition. 
Accordingly, a trap was laid down 
in the area and all the three accused 
were arrested by the team”, Police 
underlined.

Crime and punishmenT 

Three dreaded criminals arrested in Delhi 

inappropriaTe 

one arresTed for ‘insulTing’ 
religious senTimenTs 
Through faCeBook posT

One person has been ar-
rested allegedly for making 
‘inappropriate’ religious 
comments on his Facebook 
post in Rajasthan’s Barmer, 
police said. Ramesh Dhaka, 
the in-charge of Barmer 
Police Station said that the 
man identified as one Azad 
Mangilal Meghvashi was ar-
rested on Wednesday.

A complaint was received 
at the Gudamalani Police 
Station that Azad Mangilal 
Meghvashi had created a 
post on Facebook in which 
he allegedly used inappro-
priate words.

The post was shared 
widely on social media and 
sparked outrage following 
which police registered the 
case against the user on 27 
September.

TDG NETWORK 
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Tragedy 

Ammonia gas leak reported at a 
factory in Aligarh, 50 admitted

As many as 50 people were 
rushed to hospital in Aligarh 
on Thursday after they com-
plained of breathing difficul-
ties following an incident of 
leak of ammonia gas at a 
factory here, district offi-
cials said. The incident took 
place at a meat factory that 
falls under the jurisdiction 

of the Roravar police station. 
Several women are engaged 
in the factory in packaging-
related work.

The Aligarh District Mag-
istrate (DM) said that around 
50 people were admitted and 
all of them are stable cur-
rently.

“Information was re-
ceived about an ammonia 
gas leak in a meat factory 
in the Rorawar area, where 

mostly women are engaged 
in packaging work. Around 
50 people were admitted to 
a medical college after they 
complained of breathing dif-
ficulties. Doctors confirmed 
that everyone is stable,” the 
Aligarh DM said.

The doctors informed that 
everyone who was in the fac-
tory has been brought to the 
medical college and they are 
being treated. 

TDG NETWORK 
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Boat capsized in Brahmaputra

A country-made boat car-
rying at least 50 people on 
board capsized in the Brah-
maputra River in Assam’s 
Dhubri district on Thursday, 
officials said.

“Search and rescue teams 
have rushed to the spot and 
started search and rescue 
operations,” Gyanendra Dev 
Tripathi, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Assam State Disaster 
Management Authority (AS-
DMA) told ANI

Several people have been 
rescued but about six to 
seven persons, including the 
Circle officer of Dhurbi, are 
still missing and the search 
and rescue operations are 

underway.
 As per the initial reports, 

around 29-30 people were 
onboard on the Basahani-
bound boat when the boat 
capsized, according to Dhu-
bri Deputy Commissioner 
Anbamuthan MP.

Earlier on 8 August, two 
women went missing after a 
boat capsized in the Ghilad-
hari river in Assam’s Biswa-
nath district. The incident 
took place in the Biswanath 
Mukhgarh area.

According to police, six 
women of the Mukhgarh 
area went to the other side for 
cultivation works and when 
they were returning back 
to their home on a country-
made boat, the boat capsized 
in the Ghiladhari river.

disasTer 

At least six missing 
after boat capsizes in 
Assam’s Dhubri
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BiodiversiTy 

World’s largest safari 
park to be developed 
in Gurugram and Nuh
RaviNDER MaliK 
CHANDIGARH 

Haryana is all set to develop the world’s largest jungle safari 
park on an area of 10,000 acres in the Aravalli mountain range 
of Gurugram and Nuh districts. The project will be the larg-
est such project in the world. Currently, the largest curated 
safari park outside Africa is in Sharjah, which was opened in 
February 2022 on an area of about 2000 acres. The proposed 
Aravalli Park would be five times this size and would include a 
large herpetarium, an aviary/bird park, four zones for big cats, 
a large area for herbivores, an area for exotic animal birds, an 
underwater world, nature trails, visitors, tourism zones, bo-
tanical gardens, biomes, equatorial, tropical, coastal, desert, etc.

An international EOI was floated for the project, and two 
companies with international experience in designing and op-
erating such facilities have been shortlisted. The said companies 
will now compete in an international design competition for 
the design, overseeing, and operation of the park. An Aravalli 
Foundation will be set up, which will manage the project. The 
Central Zoo Authority has done an evaluation study of the area 
for this and has agreed upon the technical feasibility of setting 
up such a park.

The Union Minister for Forest, Environment and Climate 
Change, Bhupender Yadav, and Haryana Chief Minister, 
Manohar Lal Khattar, along with the delegation, visited Shar-
jah Jungle Safari. The Chief Minister said that the NCR region 
of Haryana has immense potential to be developed into a jungle 
safari. After the implementation of the Jungle Safari scheme, 
not only will the tourism in the state get a big boost, but it will 
also provide ample employment opportunities for the local 
people. He further said that the Jungle Safari project in Haryana 
would be a joint project of the Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, Government of India and the Government 
of Haryana. Under a scheme, the central government will also 
provide funds to Haryana for this project. 
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Man stabbed 
to death in 
MuMbai, 
2 arrested
MUMBAI: Police ar-
rested two people for 
allegedly stabbing a 
person to death in the 
Mankhurd area, officials 
said Thursday. They said 
the police had to rely 
on technology to arrest 
the suspects. The police 
said in a tweet that 
they began investigat-
ing the case after the 
deceased’s brother com-
plained to them about 
the stabbing incident. 
They said there was very 
little information about 
the incident. 

KarnataKa 
school Master 
hecKled for 
ProPhet essay 
coMPetition
GADAG: A Karnataka 
school headmaster has 
been suspended, a day 
after the state education 
department ordered an 
inquiry after the head-
master was heckled 
by right-wing outfit 
activists for organising 
an essay competition on 
Prophet Mohammed for 
children of a govern-
ment school in Gadag 
district on Wednesday. 
Abdul Munafar Bija-
pur, the headmaster of 
the Government High 
School in Nagavi Village, 
had organised an essay 
competition on Prophet 
Mohammed for children 
of a government school 
in Gadag district. Subse-
quently, the right-wing 
activists barged into the 
school premises and 
heckled the headmaster, 
leaving 172 students in a 
state of shock. 

dcGi allows 
exPort of 2 laKh 
doses Malaria 
vaccine
NEW DELHI: The Drug 
Controller General of 
India (DCGI) allowed 
the export of approxi-
mately 2 lakh vaccine 
doses of malaria that 
are produced in India, 
according to sources on 
Thursday. This vaccine is 
developed by scientists 
at the University of Ox-
ford and manufactured 
by the Serum Institute 
in the UK. According to 
the sources, the Serum 
Institute of India (SII) has 
developed the vaccine 
against malaria under 
the leadership of CEO 
Adar Poonawalla. This 
vaccine is made in India, 
and it is for India as well 
as the world at large. 

centre seeKs 
tiMe froM sc to 
Place data on 
starvation
NEW DELHI: Centre on 
Thursday sought time 
from the Supreme Court 
to place all data on record 
concerning starvation as 
the government needs 
time to collate the mate-
rial from the state gov-
ernments relating to the 
incidence of starvation 
deaths. Representing the 
Centre, Additional So-
licitor General Madhavi 
Divan informed the Su-
preme Court that details 
are being sought from all 
the State Governments 
relating to the incidence 
of starvation deaths. 

top of the day
vandalised

Ahead of the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra entering 
Karnataka, wel-

come flexes bearing pictures 
of Congress MP Rahul Gan-
dhi were seen vandalised 
in Gundlupet town in the 
Chamarajanagar district of 
the state on Thursday.

Congress installed the flex-
es to welcome Rahul Gandhi, 
who is scheduled to arrive 
in Gundlupet on September 
30.Other flexes that were 
put on the highway passing 
through Gundlupet and had 
pictures of different Con-
gress Party leaders were also 
torn, according to reports.

More than 40 flexes were 

reported to be torn. The Con-
gress leaders have accused 
the Bhartiya Janta Party’s 
workers of this “mischief.”

Previously, senior BJP 
leaders seemed to be tar-
geting the Congress Party’s 
Bharat Jodo Yatra elsewhere. 

Madhya Pradesh Home 
Minister Narottam Mishra 
said earlier that the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra of the party has 
turned into a Leave Con-
gress Project. “The Bharta 
Jodo Yatra has become the 
Congress Chodo Yatra (Quit 

Congress Yatra). Ghulam 
Nabi Azad Ji’s resignation 
from Congress shows that 
now there is an atmosphere 
of panic in the party,” said 
Mishra in a video he tweeted.

Rahul Gandhi is currently 
leading the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra, the party’s first na-
tional campaign in decades. 
The 3,500-km march from 
Kanyakumari to Kashmir 
will be completed in 150 
days and cover as many as 
12 states. From Kerala, the 
Yatra will traverse through 
the state for the next 18 days, 
reaching Karnataka on Sep-
tember 30. It will be in Kar-
nataka for 21 days before 
moving north. The padyatra 
(march) will cover a distance 
of 25 km every day.

TDG NETWORK
CHAMARAjANAGAR

rahul Gandhi’s Posters 
torn in KarnataKa before 
bharat Jodo yatra 

Torn posters of Congress leaders in Karnataka.

investiGation

Kerala HC orders PFI to deposit 
Rs 5.20 cr for damages incurred 
during strike on 23 September

The Kerala High Court has 
directed the Popular Front 
of India (PFI), led by general 
secretary Abdul Sattar, to 
deposit an amount of Rs 5.20 
crores with the state Home 
Department for the damages 
incurred during its hartal on 
23 September.

The court has directed to 
deposit this amount within 
a period of two weeks. The 
amount was estimated by 
the state and the Kerala State 
Road Transport Corporation 
(KSRTC) as arising from the 
destruction and damage 
caused to public property 
following the hartal called by 
the outfit, which now stands 
banned by the government 
of India, against the pan-
India raids by the National 
Investigation Agency on 
September 22, in which over 
106 of PFI’s members were 
arrested.

The court issued a stern 
warning that the state gov-
ernment shall take “immedi-
ate steps to proceed against 
the assets and properties of 
PFI” as well as the personal 
assets of its office-bearers, 
including the secretary, if 
the general secretary fails to 
deposit the amount.

“The action of the PFI 

inciting their supporters 
and goading them into the 
violent acts that were wit-
nessed across the State on 
September 23 cannot be le-
gally countenanced. Flash 
hartal in the state is not go-
ing to happen irrespective of 
a political group, parties any 
others. Life of citizens can-
not be put in peril. The mes-
sage is loud and clear. If any-
body does it, this will be the 
consequence. You can have 
your demonstration peace-
fully against any cause. The 
Constitution permits it. But 
no flash hartal,” observed 
the court.

The court also directed the 
state government to make 
PFI General Secretary Ab-
dul Sattar an additional ac-
cused in all cases registered 
across the state following the 
PFI hartal.

Following this, the Court 
said, “Let him go to every 
court and obtain bail. We 
will also issue directions to 
all the Sessions and Magis-
trate courts wherever the 
bail application of the PFI 
workers comes out, to insist 
on a deposit of an amount 
equivalent to the loss in-
curred for damaging the 
property as a bail condition.”

The observations of the 
court came during the 
hearing of a suo motu case 

against PFI leaders who 
called for a hartal in the state 
against the arrest of its mem-
bers by the NIA. The matter 
was considered by the Divi-
sion Bench consisting of Jus-
tice AK Jayasankaran Nam-
biar and Justice Mohammed 
Nias CP.

Following the hartal 
(strike), incidents of stone 
pelting and attacks on ve-
hicles, including KSRTC 
buses, by protesters were 
reported from various places 
in the state.

The PFI was banned by the 
Center late Tuesday night.

Abdul Sattar, who had 
been allegedly absconding 
but was arrested soon after 
the radical outfit was banned 
in India, has been handed 
over to the NIA, a senior po-
lice official said Thursday.

Sattar, the Kerala state gen-
eral secretary of the Popular 
Front of India, was arrested 
from his office in Kollam dis-
trict Wednesday. His arrest 
came hours after the gov-
ernment announced a ban 
on PFI for allegedly having 
terror links.

Sattar had called for a state-
wide hartal on September 
23 against raids on the out-
fit and arrests of its leaders. 
During the hartal, there 
were reports of violence 
from Kerala.
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Senior PFI leader from Ker-
ala, Abdul Sattar, who had 
been allegedly absconding 
but was arrested soon after 
the radical outfit was banned 
in India, has been handed 
over to the NIA, a senior po-
lice official said Thursday.

Sattar, the Kerala state gen-
eral secretary of the Popular 
Front of India, was arrested 
from his office in Kollam dis-
trict Wednesday. His arrest 
came hours after the gov-
ernment announced a ban 
on PFI for allegedly having 
terror links. Sattar had called 
for a state-wide hartal on 
September 23 against raids 
on the outfit and arrests of 
its leaders. During the har-
tal, there were reports of 
violence from Kerala.

Karunagappally Assistant 
Commissioner of Police 
Pratheep Kumar said the 
state police were on alert and 
watching Sattar for nearly a 
week.

“Sattar was initially ab-
sconding and appeared in 

public later. He was arrested 
from his office in Kollam and 
handed over to (National In-
vestigation Agency) NIA of-
ficials last night,” the ACP 
added.

On Wednesday, after the 
government announced 
the ban on PFI, Sattar dis-
banded the outfit and asked 
all its members to cease their 
activities.

“All PFI members and the 
public are informed that 
the PFI has been dissolved. 
MHA has issued a notifica-
tion banning PFI. As law-
abiding citizens of our great 
country, the organisation 
accepts the decision,” he 
had said.

The Union Home Ministry 
has declared the PFI and its 
associates “as an unlawful as-
sociation” and banned them 
for five years. It said that 
PFI and its affiliates operate 
openly as a socio-economic 
and political organisation 
“but they have been pursu-
ing a secret agenda to radi-
calise a particular section of 
the society” to undermine the 
concept of democracy.

Pfi ban

Pfi Kerala General 
secretary abdul sattar 
handed over to nia
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advanceMent

Pune air base Gets 3d-Printed 
runway controller hut

Using 3D printing technol-
ogy, the Military Engineer 
Services (MES) has con-
structed a first-of-its-kind 
Runway Controller Hut at 
the Pune Air Force Station 
in just 30 days, officials said 
Thursday.

The novel construction 
includes a 3D-printed con-
crete foundation and wall 
panels, besides a ground-
floor roof using precast 
technology. The upper floor 
panels are supported by 
steel girders and encased in 

toughened glass.The upper-
floor roof has been provided 
with Galvalume and PUF 
panels. These huts are an 
integral part of air traffic 
services and aerospace safe-
ty, providing vital inputs to 
the Duty Air Traffic Control 
Officer (DATCO) for the 
smooth, efficient, and safe 
conduct of flying operations.

3D printing technology is 
a fast-emerging way of con-
structing structures. It uses 
computer-aided design to 
create three-dimensional 
objects through a layering 
method.

The Runway Control-

ler Hut also has a sanitary 
block, and the staircases are 
also 3D printed. The entire 
structure has been given an 
aesthetic yet functional set 
of specifications, officials 
said.

The Indian Army’s En-
gineer-in-Chief, Lt. Gen. 
Harpal Singh, inspected the 
new structure on Wednes-
day.

Officials said the MES 
used a “hybrid approach” to 
speed up the construction 
process without compro-
mising on quality, rather 
than restricting itself to a 
particular technology.
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new Policy

J-K eMerGes as a 
Powerhouse in 3 years of 
article 370 abroGation

Jammu and Kashmir’s new 
industrial policy has proven 
itself to be a turning point in 
the history of the Himalayan 
region as it launched a “golden 
period” for industrial develop-
ment in the Union territory 
with an outlay of Rs 28,400 
crore.

It has been noted that sev-
eral conglomerates across 
the country have invested in 
the UT after the abrogation 
of its special status (Article 
370) on August 5, 2019, which 
also bifurcated the erstwhile 
state into two Union territo-
ries: Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh. Despite the investors 
being keen to set up their ven-
tures here, no outsider could 
purchase immovable prop-
erty in Jammu and Kashmir 
as it was considered a “no-go 
area” under Article 370 of the 
India Constitution, which was 
a temporary provision.

Prominent conglomer-
ates like the Lulu Group, 
Apollo, EMAAR, and Jindal 
are among the few business 

groups that have invested in 
the Union Territory in the 
recent past. Moreover, the J-K 
administration has signed 
several Memorandums of 
Understanding (MoUs) with 
Al Maya Group, MATU In-
vestments LLC, GL Employ-
ment Brokerage LLC, Century 
Financial, and Noon E-Com-
merce, respectively.

So far, the UT has received 
proposals worth Rs 52,155 
crore for investment in one 
year, and many more are com-
ing, which would continue to 
benefit the people of J-K.

The people here are reaping 
the benefits as Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi took this bold 
move to end the 70-year-long 
status quo of the erstwhile 
princely state, which has now 
been opened to the world.

On August 5, 2019, PM Modi 
and Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah assured the people 
of the Himalayan region that 
a new dawn had broken, and 
both leaders have kept their 
promises by putting Jammu 
and Kashmir on the path of 
peace, prosperity, and devel-
opment. 
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Maharashtra’s Deputy Chief 
Minister, Devendra Fad-
navis, said Thursday that a 
probe has been ordered into 
the purchase of 18 Rapid Re-
sponse Vehicles (RRVs) by 
the previous MVA govern-
ment, allegedly at an inflated 
price of Rs three crore each 
during the pandemic.

The vehicles, called “Dev-
doot,”  were purchased in 
2020–21 fiscal by the relief 
and rehabilitation depart-
ment, which was then head-
ed by Congress Minister Vi-
jay Wadettiwar. The vehicles 
are said to be equipped to re-
spond quickly in the event of 
a natural calamity. Fadnavis, 
who holds the finance and 
home portfolios in the cur-
rent dispensation, told ANI 
that a probe has been or-
dered into the alleged scam 
after media reports said that 
the vehicles were purchased 
at a higher price than their 
actual cost. The vehicles cost 

Rs 54 crore in total.
“The tender was issued by 

the Relief and Rehabilitation 
Department. In July 2020, 
minister Vijay Wadettiwar 
had written that it was very 
necessary to provide RRVs to 
16 municipal corporations, 
the NDRF, and the SDRF,” 
one of the sources said.

“However, the finance de-
partment, at that time led by 
Ajit Pawar of the Nationalist 
Congress Party, objected to 
the purchase since the state 
was facing a very tight fiscal 
situation due to the pandem-
ic. Despite the objection, the 
RRVs were purchased,” the 
source added.

Recently, BJP leader and 
Maharashtra Minister Sud-
hir Mungantiwar too de-
manded a detailed inquiry 
into the suspected scam.

The previous Maha Vikas 
Aghadi (MVA) government 
comprised the Shiv Sena, the 
Congress, and the National-
ist Congress Party. Former 
Chief Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray led it. 

in Maharashtra

Deputy CM Devendra 
Fadnavis orders probe 
in RRVs purchased by 
MVA government
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In continuation of the several months’ 
long agitation against the administration 
and Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Institution of 
Technology, the students of DBRAIT or-
ganised a protest rally that started from 
DBRAIT to the Secretariat on Thursday.

As per a report, the police team deployed 
to monitor the situation intercepted the 
rally at Dairy Farm Junction near Pillar 
Health Center, while the students, in re-
taliation, resorted to Chakka Jam, which 
disrupted the normal flow of traffic at the 
tri-junctions.

The rally and protest were attended by 
the students’ parents as well. State Presi-
dent, National Students Union of India 
(NSUI), Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
with his team, gave full ground support to 
the protest rally. 

Other major political parties in the An-
daman and Nicobar Islands endorsed the 
students’ protest rally and demanded that 
all the demands regarding affiliation be 
resolved immediately.

About 150 students took to the street to 
hold the protest rally, which turned out to 
be a successful one, they claimed.

As per late reports, nearly 30 students 
were picked up by police and taken to un-

known locations. However, it is still not 
clear whether the students were detained 
or arrested.

The chakka jam, on the other hand, 
caused thousands of people to be incon-
venienced as all traffic was diverted to the 
Chakkargaon and Corbyn’s Cove routes, 
where they experienced several hour-long 
traffic jams throughout the day.

The Andaman and Nicobar Police used 
physical force and water cannon to dis-
perse students from the Dairy Farm main 
road area, and when the police failed to 
do so, the department used tear gas to 
disperse students, leaving many students 
struggling to even breathe and a few 
senseless for a couple of moments.

When the fire service team was using 
water cannon on students, a lot of the gen-
eral public came to safeguard the students 
and raised their voices against police ac-
tion. Instead of giving opportunity to the 
students to recover, the police team used 
tear gas on the students.

A large number of people in the pub-
lic who were present at the scene openly 
criticised the cops and called their actions 
cowardly.

It was learned that a few students were 
taken to the hospital in an ambulance af-
ter they developed health issues due to the 
use of tear gas.

Protest

Rally held against DBRAIT 
administration, police 
disperses students by force
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Goa BJP leader Savio Rodrigues has urged the Centre and the 
Goa government to set up a fund to restore heritage catholic 
churches in the state.

In a letter to Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant, the BJP 
spokesperson said the scheme by the government to restore 
temples destroyed by the Portuguese was a great move to pre-
serve the Indic heritage and culture. Similarly, he said, a fund 
should be set up to preserve the heritage catholic churches as 
well. “Catholic churches are a wonderful tourist attraction 
not only for people from the Christian community but also 
people from different religious communities that marvel at 
its history, its spiritual essence and its architectural prow-
ess,” he said.

He said some of the churches -- like The Velim Church, 
Church of Our Lady of Rosary, Church of Our Lady of Im-
maculate Conception, Three Kings Chapel - are monumental 
wonders that must be preserved.

Rodrigues also suggested a study could be initiated before 
commissioning the funds.

“We must endeavour to work with our Christian sisters and 
brothers to preserve our state’s historic catholic churches as 
they are an integral part of Goa’s rich and collective identity,” 
he said in the letter.

The BJP spokesperson also said that he was looking forward 
to the continuous support of the government to make Goa a 
“truly secular state”.

heritaGe

Goa bJP leader urGes 
Govt to set uP fund 
for restoration of 
catholic churches
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The Central govern-
ment has appointed 
Lt. Gen. Anil Chau-

han (retired) as the new CDS 
to succeed General Bipin 
Rawat. He will also function 
as Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India, Department of 
Military Affairs. General Anil 
Chauhan is highly qualified, 
experienced and well deco-
rated infantry officer from 11 
Gorkha Rifles. Incidentally, 
General Bipin Rawat was also 
from Gorkha Rifles. General 
Chauhan has vast experience 
in counter-insurgency opera-
tions in Jammu & Kashmir 
and North-East India. He 
has served as the General 
Officer Commanding-in-
Chief of the Eastern Com-
mand from September 2019 
and held the charge until his 
retirement from the service 
in May 2021. In addition to 
field experience, he has also 
served as Director General of 
Military Operations as well as 

also served as a United Na-
tions mission to Angola. The 
untimely demise of first CDS 
General Bipin Rawat in a he-
licopter crash on 8 December 
2021 has been a major setback 
to the process of reforms of 
the three services. Among 
the burning challenges be-
fore CDS General Chauhan 
are the need to not only carry 
forward the process of mod-
ern hybrid warfare policy, re-
structuring and integration of 
the three services, but to have 
an overall, comprehensive and 
holistic assessment of the 
futuristic need of weaponry 
systems, military operations 
and problems arising out of 
the Russia-Ukraine war in-
stead of the traditional war 
system of Indian security 
system. The Russia-Ukraine 
war has further highlighted 
the fact that future wars will 
not only be based on military 
operations, but economic 
interests of the country. Re-
strictions on banking systems, 
cyber attacks on information 
systems, and dominance in 
the space sector will be an 
essential and integrated part 
of military operations policy. 
Just as drones and missiles are 
used to neutralize important 
institutions and slow-moving 
large-sized tanks, artillery 
guns, helicopters, warships, 
ammunition, weapons, logis-

tics and healthcare by attack-
ing them is also a matter of 
serious concern. Based on the 
changing strategic and techni-
cal perspective and these as-
sessments, it is certain that 
potential wars in the future 
cannot be fought only on 
the basis of experiences and 
structures of wars fought in 
the past but surveillance, in-
terceptive counter offensive 
attack on cyber threats, space 
dominance, artificial intel-
ligence, unmanned robotic 
systems and capability for 
deterrence and swift action 
against biological warfare will 
be very crucial factors.

India’s credibility in the in-
ternational arena has been 
established as an emerging 
superpower in the areas of 
economic, strategic, space 
and information technol-
ogy, but also the new CD 
questions arising from Chi-
na’s increasingly aggressive 
economic and expansionist 
activities in the Asia Pacific 
region and South Asia. Our 
geographical boundaries and 
the Indian Ocean, especially in 
Sri Lanka and Maldives, are 
no less than odd challenges 
for the new CDS. Similarly, 
the possible alliance of China, 
Pakistan and the Taliban has 
also emerged as a continuous 
and serious challenge to our 
security apparatus. In the 
light of the above facts, the 
CDS has a great responsibil-
ity to streamline the combined 
and modern warfare systems 
between the three services in 
a time-bound manner by 2023 
to create a symbiotic relation-
ship between the three ser-
vices, integration of civil and 
military technical efforts and 
internal and external security.

One of the most important 

requirements in the process 
of synergy among  the three 
services and the integration 
and integration between their 
various organizations, is to 
shape the present and future 
generations of military per-
sonnel in accordance to the 
ethos of future integration so 
that they can abandon their 
traditional thought processes 
and welcome appropriate 
changes for jointness and in-
tegration between the services 
themselves and are also coor-
dinating with other ministries 
required for modern wars.

Military operations and 
warfare policy need to be 
transformed into a fast for-
ward and multi-pronged ag-
gressive policy. The powerful 
Air Force is very important 
for operations and decisive 
edge. Similarly, combating 
maritime threats is possible 
only through a powerful Navy. 
The Army should provide 
punch and deterrence from 
the ground. The CDS will have 
to ensure that the Army, Navy 
and IAF retain their own 
characteristics and autonomy 
despite the three services sys-
tems working together in the 
integration process.

Higher defence reforms and 
creation of joint theatre com-
mands will lead to far-reach-
ing and multi-dimensional 
changes in the effectiveness 
of the Army. Such reforms 
also include significant infra-
structural and administrative 
modernization and the pro-
cess of upgrading the army. 
India’s ability to maintain 
credible deterrence military 
capability rests on these re-
forms. The CDS will also have 
to ensure that the process of 
army integration is not just an 
exercise for financial savings, 

but is primarily to increase the 
operational and capabilities of 
the security apparatus and the 
process of this restructuring 
should not be controlled only 
in the form of financial sav-
ings. In the Integrated Battle 
Group, necessary resources 
of land, air and navy will be 
available for quick and ef-
fective action under a single 
commander. The radar sys-
tems of the three services 
will be integrated to ensure 
optimum utilization and will 
operate under the overall air 
defence umbrella. India can 
have two to three Integrated 
Theatre Commands (ITCs), 
one Maritime Theatre Com-
mand (MTC) and one National 
Integrated Air Defence Com-
mand (ADC) on the ground. 
Apart from this, it is also 
necessary to develop specific 
integrated warfare systems 
to counter potential cyber, 
nuclear, biological and space-
borne threats. Therefore, it is 
absolutely necessary for the 
government to clearly define 
the key role of the CDS. As per 
the increasing responsibili-
ties of the CDS and the De-
partment of Military Affairs, 
DMA, there is an urgent need 
to designate the Co-Chiefs of 
the Three Services and the 
Chief of Integrated Staff as 
Secretaries in the Depart-
ment of Military Affairs to 
make its functioning and role 
of military integration more 
meaningful and relevant in 
the future.  Therefore, it is 
very important to restruc-
ture the DMA according to 
the increasing responsibilities 
of the Department of Military 
Affairs in the future. 

Similarly, the three services 
have their own think-tanks 
while the Integrated Defence 

Staff (IDS) has a think tank 
related to the three services. In 
addition, there are many con-
temporary think-tanks that 
have tremendous analytical 
capabilities and experience 
which should be used from 
time to time to promote the 
functioning and integration 
of the collective operations of 
the three services.

Civil-military integration in 
infrastructure development 
holds the key to the approach 
of the entire nation towards 
national security, especially 
in the proper use of limited 
resources and coordination 
of military and civilian efforts 
in view of strategic, terror and 
intrusive, economic, cyber and 
biological epidemics and en-
vironmental threats.

The CDS and DMA are now 
a reality in the Indian secu-
rity apparatus. However, it 
will take some more time for 
the CDS to evolve and mature 
the structure and methodol-
ogy required to assist him in 
discharging his duties. At 
the same time, the participa-
tion and responsibilities of 
the three service chiefs will 
also have to be redefined in 
the future. In the context of 
current circumstances and 
future strategic challenges, 
the CDS will have to act as 
a very important bridge and 
integrated, fearless military 
advisor between the military 
and political leadership, and 
at the same time, he will also 
work tirelessly to facilitate 
the integration of civilian 
and military technical efforts.
Major General J.K.S. Parihar is 
S.M., V.S.M. and Barr (Retd.); 
former Additional Director 
General, AFMS and an expert 
on defence and international 
strategic affairs.

Challenges before the new 
CDS and the road ahead
The CDS will have to ensure that the Army, Navy and Air Force retain their own 
characteristics and autonomy despite the three services working together to 
streamline the combined and modern warfare systems between the services.

MODERN WARFARE

opinion
Maj Gen j.K.S. Parihar

Last week, results of elections 
for sarpanch of 547 gram pan-
chayats spread across 17 out 
of total 35 districts in Maha-
rashtra were announced. 274 
candidates supported by the 
BJP and 41 candidates backed 
by the Eknath Shinde faction 
of the Shiv Sena won the elec-
tions. The BJP-Eknath Sena 
candidates won 315 seats, 
which is a thumping major-
ity. In these direct polls to elect 
village sarpanches that were 
also held along with gram 
panchayat elections, more 
than 50% of the newly-elected 
sarpanches are from the BJP–
Eknath Sena alliance. While 
the BJP stood first, the Eknath 
Shinde faction of the Shiv 
Sena stood third in the elec-
tions. The Sharad Pawar-led 
NCP stood second, whereas 
Sonia and Rahul Gandhi led 
Congress was fourth in seat 

count, followed by the Uddhav 
Thackarey faction of the Shiv 
Sena that stood last–i.e. fifth 
in the elections. These gram 
panchayat elections results 
highlight a total rout of the 
Uddhav Thackarey faction of 
the Shiv Sena, while the BJP 
has won majority of the seats, 
proving its popularity on the 
ground. This has come as a 
huge shocker for the Uddhav 
Thackarey faction of the Shiv 
Sena. Uddhav Thackarey’s 
son and former Environment 
Minister of Maharashtra, Ad-
itya Thackarey had conducted 
numerous rallies across the 
state. Add to that they forged 
an alliance with the Sambhaji 
Brigade. This alliance was 
largely to attract Maratha 
votes towards the fledgling 
party. Yet the candidates of 
the Uddhav Thackarey fac-
tion of the Shiv Sena could not 
cut ice with the voters and the 
Uddhav Thackarey faction 
of the Shiv Sena stood last in 
the elections. This highlights 
the weakening of the Uddhav 
Thackarey faction of the Shiv 
Sena in the interiors and rural 
areas of Maharashtra. Com-
pared to the Uddhav Thackar-
ey faction, the Eknath Shinde 

faction stands on a stronger 
wicket.

The election results send two 
big messages to the Uddhav 
Thackarey Sena faction. First 
is that Uddhav Thackarey 
dumping Hindutva and pan-
dering to Islamists has hurt a 
large section of its supporter 
base. The brand of Hindutva 
that the Late Bal Thackarey 
stood for, ensured that Is-
lamists couldn’t run amok, 
undermining and subverting 
the state. Instead, in Uddhav 
Thackarey’s tenure, Islamists 
went overboard in all areas. 
This started with Islamists 
violating lockdown rules and 
then abusing and attacking 
police officials responsible 
for enforcing strict lockdown. 
This was followed by Uddhav 
Thackarey giving permissions 
only to Muslims for their fes-
tivals, while Hindus were not 
given permissions. This was 
the first reason for majority of 
Hindu supporters of the Shiv 
Sena to get disenchanted by 
and alienated from Shiv Sena. 
These results make it evident 
that the BJP’s accusation that 
the Shiv Sena has become 
“Sonia Sena” has found ac-
ceptance in the electorate, 

who rejected the Uddhav 
Thackarey faction for allying 
with the Congress. The second 
reason is the total mismanage-
ment and lack of governance 
during Covid-19 pandemic. 
Poor people were not given 
free rations sanctioned under 
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 
Yojana. If this is not enough, 
then lack of healthcare facili-
ties and ambulances became 
the next controversial issue 
that created outrage, not only 
among ordinary people, but 
also amongst Shiv Sainiks. 

This election also sends a 
veiled message to Eknath 
Shinde. The Eknath Shinde 
faction of the Shiv Sena stood 
third, while the Uddhav 
Thackarey faction stood last in 
the elections. This highlights a 
sentiment in a section of Shiv 
Sena supporters that while 
Uddhav Thackarey could not 
or did not perform on both 
the fronts—Hindutva and 
governance—Eknath Shinde 
would perform on both the 
fronts. This is why the Eknath 
Shinde faction could get sig-
nificantly more votes than the 
Uddhav Thackarey faction. 
Now it becomes imperative 
for Shinde to perform, else 

he would also perish like the 
Uddhav Thackarey faction.

The results are music to the 
BJP’s ears. The BJP individu-
ally won over 50% of the gram 
panchayats. This shows the 
increase in the BJP’s strength 
and groundswell support to it 
in the interiors. Till date, the 
BJP was seen largely as an ur-
ban party which had a signifi-
cant support of non-Marathis 
in urban areas. With the BJP 
winning more than 50% of the 
gram panchayats, this myth 
about the BJP being a non-
Marathi and an urban party 
is broken. The BJP couldn’t 
have won these many number 
of gram panchayats without 
the support of Marathi rural 
voters, which would predomi-
nantly include OBCs and SCs. 
This again debunks the other 
myth that the BJP is a party 
of upper castes. 

Now Maharashtra will see next 
round of elections for 1,166 gram 
panchayats spread across 18 dis-
tricts. The elections are expected 
to take place on 13 October. This 
will be the second litmus test for 
the BJP-Eknath Shinde’s Sena 
alliance and also for the MVA 
of the NCP, INC, and Uddhav 
Thackarey’s Sena. The BJP will 

have to work harder to ensure 
the momentum it has gained in 
previous election picks pace and 
delivers better results.

Gram panchayat polls are a 
litmus test for local legislators–
MLAs and MPs, who along with 
the local leadership, have huge 
stakes in the outcome of polls. 
The electoral outcome offers 
them strength to decisively win 
taluka and zilla parishad elec-
tions. This in turn would de-
termine the party’s fortunes in 
upcoming state assembly and 
general elections. These gram 
panchayat elections will be fol-
lowed by the Municipal Corpo-
ration elections that will be held 
in 11 municipal corporations. In 
many municipal corporations, the 
BJP has a stronghold due to its 
acceptance and popularity in ur-
ban areas. However, its ability to 
win municipal corporations on its 
own might will be tested in the 
upcoming Municipal Corporation 
elections. The municipal elections 
will be a litmus test for the Ud-
dhav Thackarey and the Eknath 
Shinde factions on who can win 
more seats in erstwhile combined 
Shiv Sena dominated areas.
Sumeet Mehta is a keen observer 
of Maharashtra politics and 
tweets from @sumeetnmehta.

Panchayat polls: Uddhav-led Sena routed for 
dumping Hindutva, pandering to Islamists

ElEctiON lESSONS

sumeet mehta

During one of his interactions with the media in the 
US, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar emphati-
cally and unequivocally said that the need to reform 
the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) cannot 
be denied forever. Jaishankar also said that India de-
served a place as a permanent member of this global 
body. He, however, in the same breath, said that India 
never believed that this would be an easy process. 
What Jaishankar seemingly sought to suggest was 
that the Indian diplomacy led by him is going to be 
more aggressive in future for New Delhi’s mission, 
aimed at achieving a permanent UNSC seat.

Undeniably, India has been at the forefront of the 
years-long efforts for the Security Council reform. It 
has long sought for itself a permanent seat on UNSC 
as well. In what augurs well for India’s quest for a 
permanent membership of this body, Jaishankar 
succeeded in giving further momentum to the en-
tire campaign in this direction during his week-long 
visit to the United Nations. His efforts saw renewed 
momentum on the front of reform at the UN Gen-
eral Assembly in New York, with scores of countries 
including four of the 
five powerful nations 
openly supporting 
India’s claim for a 
permanent seat on 
the council. China 
continues to be op-
posed to India’s cam-
paign for member-
ship. It has pushed 
Pakistan’s candidacy 
just to scuttle India’s 
move to gain entry 
into the coveted glob-
al body. Beijing is op-
posing any proposal 
on Japan’s permanent 
seat on the council as 
well. This is the rea-
son why India and 
Japan have decided 
to run the campaign 
jointly for their UNSC 
ambitions.

Irrespective of what 
China may be think-
ing, Jaishankar con-
tinued to work hard at UNGA and successfully set 
a strong and powerful narrative, underlining the 
urgent need to reform the UNSC and its expansion 
to accommodate New Delhi as a permanent mem-
ber. At the UNGA, a number of countries including 
the US and Russia, both having veto powers in the 
UNSC, reaffirmed India’s views after deliberating on 
the narrative given by the EAM. It is a big diplomatic 
achievement that the “reform the UNSC” campaign 
by India got such a big boost, with massive support 
from various global quarters. Over 30 countries led 
by India with St Vincent and Grenadines finally 
issued a joint statement calling for reforms of the 
UNSC. This amounts to India’s success in mobi-
lizing global opinion in favour of UN reform, with 
China obviously watching. It was a good move by the 
EAM that he raised this issue during his all bilateral 
meetings in New York. India believes, and rightly so, 
that the campaign at this level will go a long way in 
building pressure on China, which is one of the five 
permanent members having veto power. The other 
four permanent members are France, Russia, the UK 
and the US. India is among the 10 non-permanent 
members of the body. Only a permanent member has 
the power to veto any substantive resolution. India 
seeks permanent membership with the veto power.

That US President Joe Biden endorsed India for a 
permanent seat on the Council came as a big boost 
for India’s mission in Washington. Jaishankar him-
self pointed it out, saying that Biden has offered 
most explicit American backing on UNSC reforms. 
In fact, Washington has supported India’s campaign 
for a permanent UNSC seat on earlier occasions as 
well. What is also true is that all the five permanent 
members were earlier opposed to any idea of UNSC 
expansion. 

But gradually, the US, France, the UK and Russia 
started changing their mind, which is attributable 
also to a strong campaign by India that succeeded 
in garnering support of other members of the global 
community. What India needs to do is to continue to 
work hard to ensure that the other major powers per-
suade China to remove its objection to India’s claim 
for a permanent seat. So, the annual gathering of the 
UN General Assembly in New York saw India’s “ro-
bust campaign” seeking a permanent seat on UNSC. 
The campaign got the much-needed fillip by virtue of 
Jaishankar being able to reach out to various coun-
tries at UNGA on the same issue. 

What is needed is that New Delhi must continue to 
maintain the momentum that has been generated so 
far. With the SC reform set to be one of the themes 
of India’s Security Council (SC) presidency this De-
cember, New Delhi must utilise the opportunity to 
give further push to its campaign. December will 
mark the last of India’s current two-year stint as an 
elected non-permanent member of the Council.

T. Brajesh

perspective
DIPLOMATIC CAMPAIGN

iNDiA’S ‘MiSSiON’ FOR A 
pERMANENt UNSc SEAt 
gEtS A Fillip At UNgA

Undeniably, india has 
been at the forefront of 
the years-long efforts 
for the Security Council 
reform. it has long sought 
for itself a permanent seat 
on UnSC as well. in what 
augurs well for india’s 
quest for a permanent 
membership of this body, 
jaishankar succeeded in 
giving further momentum 
to the entire campaign 
in this direction during 
his week-long visit to the 
United nations. his efforts 
saw renewed momentum 
on the front of reform at 
the Un General assembly 
in new York, with scores of 
countries including four of 
the five powerful nations, 
openly supporting india’s 
claim for a permanent 
seat on the council.
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The Supreme Court in the case Gyanendra 
Kumar Singh and Ors. Versus Bihar Legisla-
tive Assembly Patna and Ors observed and 
has held that under the Xth Schedule of the 
Constitution, the Speaker of a Legislative 
Assembly does not have power to deny pen-
sion and other benefits available to a former 
MLA while deciding a disqualification peti-
tion against him.
The bench comprising of Chief Justice of In-
dia UU Lalit, Justice Ravindra Bhat and Jus-
tice JB Pardiwala observed while considering 
a set of appeals by then four JD(U) MLAs – 
Neeraj Kumar Singh, Gyanendra Kumar 
Singh, Rabindra Raiand Rahul Kumar, who 
were not only disqualified but was also de-
nied for pensionary benefits on November 11, 
2014 by the 15th Bihar Legislative Assembly 
Speaker.
The bench observed that in our our consid-
ered view, the Speaker was not within his ju-
risdiction to issue such directions (other than 
the direction of disqualification). Therefore, 
the court set aside the directions issued by 
the Speaker in Paragraph 28 of the order. The 
court have not gone into the question of dis-
qualification and all questions are left open.
It was observed that since the 15th Legislative 
Assembly is no longer functioning, and the 
17th Legislative Assembly is currently going 
on, the Court observed that it need not go 
into the basic issue that whether the order of 
disqualification issued by the speaker of the 
Assembly was correct or not.
According to the bench, before the court, the 

only question was to consider the effect of 
the directions issued by the Speaker in his 
disqualification order (apart from the dis-
qualification) i.e., denying pension and other 
benefits.
During the hearing, the counsel, Senior Ad-
vocate Devdutt Kamat appearing for the ap-
pellants submitted that the directions issued 
by the Speaker on November 1, 2014 went 
beyond the scope of his powers. 
The Counsel, relied on the Supreme Court 
decision in the case Shrimanth Balasaheb 
Patil vs Hon’ble Speaker Karnataka Legisla-
tive Assembly, the operative part of which 
reads that in exercise of his powers under 
the X schedule, the Speaker does not have the 
power either to indicate the period for which 
the person would stand disqualified or to bar 
any person from contesting in election.
Adding to it, the court asked the opposing 
counsel that, where does the Speaker get the 
power that pension can be withheld?
It replied, “They have been disqualified and 
that the same consequences flow in”.
The Court orally observed that we need not 
go into the issue of disqualification on the 
ground that whatever is there, whatever 
happened in Rome, happened there and 
once you come out and it’s not there...It’s not 
a permanent disqualification or a debarment 
or something. All it has been said by him is 
that the pension need not be stopped.
The Counsel, Kamant added, “Pension and 
other emoluments”.
It was stated by the speaker that the above 4 
Hon. Members will not get any facility and 
that is not sanctioned.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: SPEAKER CAN’T 
DENY PENSION & OTHER BENEFITS 
TO MLAS WHILE DISQUALIFYING 
THEM UNDER 10TH SCHEDULE
TDG NETWORK 

The Chhattisgarh High Court in the case 
Mangali Mahinag v Sushila Sahu observed 
and has made it clear that there is no such 
rule that a writ petition, once admitted and it 
cannot be dismissed on the ground of avail-
ability of an alternative remedy.
The bench comprising of Justice Arup Ku-
mar Goswami and Justice Deepak Kumar 
Tiwari observed that as proposition of law 
it cannot be countenanced that once a writ 
petition is entertained and admitted and the 
same cannot be dismissed on the ground of 
availability of the alternative remedy at the 
time of hearing.
Against the order of a single judge, the in-
stant writ appeal was preferred wherein 
dismissing the writ petition filed by the Ap-
pellant on ground that there was an alterna-
tive remedy available.
It was observed that both the Appellant 
and Respondent had applied for the post 
of ‘Angwanwadi Karyakarta’. However, the 
petitioner was declared successful in the se-
lection process, the Collector had set aside 
his appointment on an appeal made by the 
Respondent. Aggrieved with the same, the 
Petitioner had approached the writ court.
After admitting the petition, the Writ court 
relegated the Petitioner to avail alternative 
remedy. Thus, this appeal.
The petitioner relied on the case Durga 
Enterprises (P) Ltd. & Anr v. Principal Sec-
retary, Govt. of UP & Ors., wherein the Su-
preme Court had held that the High Court 

having entertained the writ petition, in 
which pleadings were also complete, ought 
to have decided the matter on the merits in-
stead of relegating the parties to a civil suit.
On the other side, it was argued by the State 
that there is no proposition in law that once 
a writ petition is admitted, the petitioner 
cannot be asked to avail alternative remedy. 
Further, it was submitted by the respondent 
that the facts and circumstances of each in-
dividual case will determine whether the 
Court would decide the writ petition or the 
petitioner would be asked to avail alterna-
tive remedy.
It was concurred by the High Court with 
the State’s submissions. The Court observed 
that the findings in Durga Enterprises (su-
pra) were based on the fact that the writ 
petition was pending for a long period of 13 
years.
Similarly, the court observed in the case 
State of UP v. UP Rajya Khanij Vikas Ni-
gam Sangharsh Samiti that the issuance 
of rule nisi or passing of interim orders is a 
relevant consideration for not relegating the 
petitioner for availing an alternative remedy 
if it appears to the High Court that the mat-
ter could be decided by a writ Court.
In both the case, it was observed by the High 
Court that the Supreme Court did not lay 
down as a proposition that invariably when-
ever a writ petition is admitted, the matter 
has to be heard on merit and the writ Court 
cannot exercise discretion to relegate the pe-
titioner to avail an alternative remedy.
Accordingly, the Court dismissed the writ 
appeal.

IN LAW

CHHATTISGARH HIGH COURT 
CLARIFIES: WRIT PETITION 
CAN BE DISMISSED EVEN AFTER 
ADMISSION; ALTERNATE REMEDY
TDG NETWORK 

The Bombay High 
Court in the case 
R a m a n i  S u c h i t 

Malushte Versus Union 
of India and Ors observed 
and has held that the limita-
tion period would start only 
after the affixing of signa-
tures on the GST registra-
tion order of cancellation.

The Division bench 
comprising of Justice K.R. 
Shriram and the Justice 
A.S. Doctor observed and 
has stated that only on the 
date on which the signature 
of Respondent issuing au-
thority was put on the order 
dated November 14, 2019, 
for the purpose of attesta-
tion and would time to file 
an appeal commence.

It was observed by the 
court that unless a digital 
signature is put by the issu-
ing authority, the order will 
have no effect in the eyes of 
the law.

In the present case the 
petitioner/assessee assailed 
an order passed on August 
2, 2021, but issued on Au-
gust 4, 2021, by which the 
petitioner’s appeal was dis-
missed on the ground that 
it was not filed within the 
period of three months as it 
is provided under Section 

107(1) of the CGST Act.
It was contended by the 

petitioner that the or-
der in the original dated 
14.12.2019, which was in 
the appeal filed before the 
respondent, had not been 
digitally signed. However, 
the said order was not is-
sued in accordance with 
Rule 26 of the CGST Rules. 
Thus, the time limit for fil-
ing the appeal would begin 

only upon digitally signed 
orders being made avail-
able.

Further, it was specifi-
cally stated in the affidavit 
in reply that the show cause 
notice was digitally signed 
by the issuing authority, 
but when it refers to the 
order in the original dated 
14.12.2019, there was total 
silence about any digital 
signature being put in by 

the issuing authority.
It was contended by the 

department that the peti-
tioner could not take the 
stand of not receiving the 
signed copy because the 
unsigned order was ad-
mittedly received by the 
petitioner electronically.

However, the Court ob-
served that if the stand of 
the department has to be 
accepted, then the rules 

which prescribe specifically 
that a digital signature has 
to be put in place will be 
rendered redundant.

Accordingly, the court 
while overturning the or-
der, returned the appeal to 
the respondent’s file and 
instructing him to consid-
er the appeal on its merits 
and issue whatever order 
he deemed appropriate in 
accordance with the law.

IN COURT

BOMBAY HIGH COURT: LIMITATION 
PERIOD STARTS AFTER AFFIXING 
SIGNATURES ON GST REGISTRATION 
CANCELLATION ORDER

TDG NETWORK 

On Thursday, the Supreme Court 
in the case X vs Principal Secretary, 
Health and Family Welfare Depart-
ment, Govt of NCT Of Delhi ob-
served and has declared that unmar-
ried women are also being entitled 
for seeking abortion of pregnancy 
in the term of 20-24 weeks arising 
out of a consensual relationship.
It was ruled by the Court that ex-
clusion of unmarried women who 
conceive out of live-in relationship 
from the Medical Termination of 
Pregnancy Rules is unconstitutional.
The court stated while noting that 
the 2021 amendment to the Medi-
cal Termination of Pregnancy Act 
does not make a distinction between 
married and unmarried women, all 
women are entitled to safe and legal 
abortion.

In the present case, the issue re-
lates to whether the exclusion of un-
married woman, whose pregnancy 
arises out of consensual relationship, 
from Rule 3B of the Medical Termi-
nation of Pregnancy Rules is valid. 
It was mentioned in Rule 3B the cat-
egories of woman whose pregnancy 
in the duration of 20-24 weeks can 
be terminated.

However, the distinction between 
married and unmarried women is 
unsustainable.

The bench comprising of Justice 
Chandrachud read out the excerpts 
of the judgment that if Rule 3B(c) 
is understood as only for married 
women, it would perpetuate the ste-
reotype that only married women 
indulge in sexual activities. Thus, 
this is not constitutionally sustain-
able. It cannot sustain the artificial 
distinction between married and 
unmarried women. However, the 
women must have autonomy to have 
free exercise of these rights.

The Court added that the rights 
of reproductive autonomy give an 
unmarried women similar rights as 
a married women and the object of 
section 3(2)(b) of the MTP Act is in 
allowing woman to undergo abor-
tion after 20 to 24 weeks. Including 
only married and excluding unmar-
ried woman will be violative of Ar-
ticle 14 of the Constitution of India.

The Reproductive right part of in-
dividual autonomy 

However, the foetus relies on the 
woman’s body to sustain and the de-
cision to terminate is firmly rooted 
in their right of bodily autonomy. It 
will amount to an affront to her dig-
nity, if the State forces a woman to 
carry an unwanted pregnancy to the 
full term.

The bench comprising of Justice 
D.Y. Chandrachud, Justice A.S. Bo-
panna and Justice J.B. Pardiwala in 
the case on August 23 had reserved 
judgment.

It stated that the law must be in-

terpreted keeping in mind changing 
social mores

It was largely concerning the mar-
ried woman, when the MTP Act was 
enacted in 1971 but as societal norms 
and mores change the law must also 
adopt. While changing the social 
mores must be borne in mind while 
interpreting provisions. It is indi-
cated in social realities that the need 
to recognise legally non-traditional 
family structures.

The Judgment delivered on Inter-
national Safe Abortion day.

A lawyer informed the bench that 
today happens to be the internation-
al safe abortion day, after the judge-
ment was pronounced.

It was remarked by Justice Chan-
drachud, “We had no idea that this 
would coincide with safe abortion 
day. Thank you for informing us”.

Which are the categories of women 
to be included in Rule 3B?

(a) the survivors of sexual assault 
or incest or rape;

(b) the minors;
(c) the change of marital status dur-

ing the ongoing pregnancy (divorce 
and widowhood);

(d) The women with physical dis-
abilities [major disability as per cri-
teria laid down under the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 
(49 of 2016)];

(e) The mentally ill women includ-
ing mental retardation;

(f) the foetal malformation that has 
substantial risk of being incompat-
ible with life or if the child is born 
it may suffer from such mental or 
physical abnormalities to be seri-
ously handicapped; and

(g) The women with pregnancy in 
humanitarian settings or emergency 
or disaster situations as may be de-
clared by the Government.

Accordingly, these categories were 
added in the MTP Rules by the Cen-
tral Government following the 2021 
amendment to the MTP Act, which 
raised the ceiling limit for termina-

IN COURT

Supreme Court: All Women Are 
Entitled To Safe And Legal Abortion, 
Distinction Between Married And 
Unmarried Women Unconstitutional
TDG NETWORK 
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Union Minister for 
Commerce and In-
dustry, Consumer 

Affairs, Food and Public 
Distribution and Textiles,  
Piyush Goyal said that In-
dia had come a long way in 
the Global Innovation In-
dex (GII) from the 81st spot 
in 2015 to the 40th spot in 
2022 today. ‘We were 46 last 
time the ranking was done. 
We have also maintained 1st 
rank in ICT services exports 
over the years’ he added. 
Shri Goyal was delivering 
a virtual message to mark 
the launch of the Global In-
novation Index, 2022 by the 
World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO).

The Minister said that 
GII has established itself 
as a tool for Governments 
across the world to reflect 
upon policies and their im-
pact. “GII has over the years 

recognized India’s continu-
ous rise due to the progres-
sive measures taken by the 
government and industry 
working hand in hand”, he 
added. He also expressed 
his gratitude to WIPO on 
behalf of 1.3 billion Indians 
and said that India today as-
pires to take our ranking in 
the GII Index amongst top 
25, he said. 

India Innovating Like 
Never Before! 

India climbs to the 40th 
rank in the Global Innova-
tion Index of @WIPO, a 
huge leap of 41 places in 7 
years.

The steady rise testifies 
that India under the leader-
ship of PM @NarendraModi 
ji is rapidly emerging as the 
global innovation hub. pic.
twitter.com/pltqW8kdUh

— Piyush Goyal (@Piyush-
Goyal) September 29, 2022

 Goyal said that Innovation 
has been a catalytic force for 
the economy and society. 
“Though innovation implies 
novelty, it is also rooted in 
tradition for us in India. An-
cient scientific knowledge 
including the Vedas and tra-
ditional medicine are a tes-
tament to India’s innovative 
spirit”, he added. 

The Minister said that In-
dia had established the first 
of its kind Global Centre 
for Traditional Medicines 
in collaboration with the 
WHO, representing India’s 
ancient scientific prowess.

Goyal said that as the im-
portance of the ‘knowledge 
economy’ grows, innova-
tion will lay the roadmap 

for development in India. 
“We have been working to 
strengthen Research & De-
velopment across sectors as 
amplified by Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi’s clari-
on call to make innovation 
our nation’s mission”, he 
added. 

The Minister noted that 
agility, enthusiasm and 

energy of our youth are 
powering the start-up eco-
system. He observed that 
India today the 3rd largest 
start-up ecosystem and is 
home to over a 100 uni-
corns.  “Start up revolution 
has spread across India. 
Over half the start-ups are 
from remote small towns”, 
he said. 

Goyal opined that incuba-
tion, handholding, funding, 
industry-academia part-
nership and mentorship 
have stirred entrepreneur-
ial spirit across the country. 
He said that India had em-
barked on the ‘Digital India’ 
journey in 2015 and have 
set up a goal of a trillion-
dollar digital economy in 
the next few years. “Digiti-
zation of Government ini-
tiatives and public services 
has been our continuous 
focus”, he observed.

The Minister outlined 
several areas in which 
digital technologies are 
employed from mapping 
capital assets using GIS 
technology to revolutioniz-
ing payments through UPI. 
In fact, 40% of global real-
time digital transactions 
happened in India last 
year, he underscored. “To 

further strengthen innova-
tion, we have introduced 
the National Education 
Policy, which promotes the 
spirit of enquiry by setting 
up incubation & technol-
ogy development centers. 
With over 9000 Atal Tin-
kering Labs, we encourage 
youth to develop solutions 
to society’s problems”, he 
added. 

Shri Goyal also stressed 
that India has taken up 
structural  reforms to 
strengthen its IPR regime 
including modernization 
of IP office, reducing legal 
compliances and facilitat-
ing IP filing for start-ups, 
women entrepreneurs, the 
small industries and others. 
“Domestic filing of Patents 
registered a 46% growth in 
the last 5 years. We are now 
transitioning to a knowl-
edge-based economy”

India today aspires to take our ranking in the 
GII Index to the top 25: Piyush Goyal

INDUSTRY

  India climbs to the 40th rank in the Global Innovation 
Index of WIPO; a huge leap of 41 places in 7 years

  GII has over the years recognized India’s continuous 
rise due to progressive measures taken by the government 
and industry working hand in hand:  Piyush Goyal

  As the importance of the ‘knowledge economy’ grows, 
innovation will lay the roadmap for development in India: 
Piyush Goyal

  Incubation, handholding, funding, industry-academia 
partnership and mentorship have stirred entrepreneurial 
spirit across the country:  Piyush Goyal

  India is rapidly transitioning into a knowledge econo-
my; domestic filing of Patents registered a 46% growth in 
the last 5 years: Piyush Goyal

The unimpeachably honest 
5 feet 2 inches tall mighty 
second Prime Minister of In-
dia Lal Bahadur Shastri was 
born on 2nd October, 1904 
in Mughalsarai, officially 
known as Pandit Deen Dayal 
Upadhyaya Nagar, a small 
but bustling railway town 
close to Varanasi in Uttar 
Pradesh.  Shastri’s birthday 
happily coincides with that 
of the Father of the Nation 
Mahatma Gandhi. On the 
auspicious occasion of his 
117th birthday in 2021, our 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi twittered his personal 
homage, ‘Tributes to former 
Prime Minister Lal Bahadur 
Shastri ji on his birth an-
niversary. His life based on 
values and principles will 
always remain a source of 
inspiration for the country-
men’  Significantly, Shastri 
coined the eternally electrify-
ing seminal slogan ‘Jai Jawan! 
Jai Kisan!’ and fathered 
the “Green Revolution” (the 
agrarian movement that 
catapulted India to self-suf-
ficiency in foodgrain produc-
tion enabling it to achieve a 
record level of over 300 mil-
lion tonnes in 2021-2022!) as 
well as the ‘White Revolution’ 
(the national campaign to in-
crease the production of milk 
that eventually culminated in 
India becoming the largest 
milk producer in the world 
with a staggering output of 
over 200 million metric tons 
in 2021-22!).  

On 11th January, 1966, a 
date which will live in in-
famy as one of the darkest 
days in India’s chequered 
history, this proud and noble 
son of India was unexpect-
edly snatched away from our 
midst by the cruel hand of 

death barely one and a half 
years after his taking over 
as the Prime Minister under 
the most mysterious circum-
stances. This tragic death 
took place in Tashkent, capi-
tal of Uzbekistan (the ‘City of 
Stones’ that was to be liter-
ally reduced to rubble by an 
earth shattering earthquake 
on 26th April, 1966!), after 
Shastri had signed the his-
toric Tashkent Declaration 
with the Pakistani President 
Field Marshal Muhammad 
Ayub Khan, with the Soviet 
Premier Alexei Nikolayevich 
Kosygin acting as the peace 
mediator, that brought the 
curtain down on the fierce 
seventeen day 1965 Indo-
Pakistan war. 

Prior to his demise, Shastri 
looked superbly agile and 
brimming with boundless 
energy. Following the sign-
ing of the Declaration at 4 
p.m. and a grand reception 
at 8 p.m. hosted by Kosygin, 
Shastri returned to his ‘dacha’ 
around 10 p.m. He instruct-
ed his faithful personal valet 
Ram Nath to fetch his dinner 
which turned out to be a light 
meal comprising spinach, 
potatoes and curry specially 
prepared by Jan Moham-
med, the personal chef of the 
Indian Ambassador Triloki 
Nath ‘Tikki’ Kaul. At 11.30 
p.m., Nath gave Shastri a 
glass of milk. Shastri asked 
Nath to retire to his room and 
snatch some sleep as he had 
to catch a flight the very next 
morning to Kabul where 
he was scheduled to meet 
the ‘Frontier Gandhi’ Khan 
Abdul Ghaffar Khan. At 1.25 
a.m., Shastri was afflicted by 
a sudden bout of convulsive 
coughing. He staggered out 
from his suite and asked his 
Personal Assistant J.N.Sahai, 

‘Where is Doctor Sahib?’ Sa-
hai immediately rushed to 
summon Shastri’s personal 
physician Dr.R.N.Chugh 
who had accompanied him 
to Tashkent. A Personal 
Assistant M.M.N.Sharma 
placed Shastri’s head on his 
lap, whereupon Shastri kept 

pointing suggestively to a 
thermos flask containing 
water placed on the dressing 
table. Dr.Chugh arrived to 
find Shastri in a most critical 
condition. He made frantic 
efforts to revive Shastri, but 
in vain. A team of Russian 
doctors also arrived on the 
scene, but by then Shastri’s 
pulse had stopped, his heart 
was silent and he was bereft 
of his breath and corneal re-
flexes. The veteran Indian 
journalist and my late fa-
ther’s close friend Kuldip 
Nayar recorded later, ‘In a 
corner of the room, however, 
on a dressing table, there was 
an overturned thermos flask. 
It appeared that Shastri had 
struggled to open it.’ Russia’s 
leading news agency TASS 
issued a terse message, ‘The 
Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet of the USSR and the 
Council of Ministers of the 
USSR is sad to notice that 
11 Jan, 1966 in 1 hour and 32 
minutes in Tashkent died 
a distinguished statesman, 
Prime Minister of India Lal 
Bahadur Shastri.’ In 2009, 
the Indian Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs revealed that 
no ‘post mortem was con-
ducted by the authorities of 
the former USSR’. The soli-
tary available record ema-
nated from the joint medical 
investigation conducted by 
Dr.Chugh and some Russian 
doctors and attributed Shas-
tri’s death to ‘an acute attack 
of INFARKTMIOCARDIA’. 
Akhmed Sattarov, the Uzbek 
butler assigned to Shastri, 
was summarily arrested and 
handcuffed, subjected to an 
excruciating interrogation 
and eventually let off the 
hook by the Ninth Director-
ate of the dreaded ‘Commit-
tee for State Security’, better 
known as the ‘KGB’. It is not 
known whether Jan Moham-
med, who effortlessly joined 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan staff 
in Delhi subsequent to Kaul 
becoming India’s Foreign 
Secretary, was also interro-
gated. 

When Shastri’s body was 
brought home to 1, Janpath in 
Delhi, his mother Ramdulari 
Devi noticed that his face had 
turned blue and rigid with 
white patches and shrieked, 

‘Mere bitwa ko jahar de diya!’ 
(‘My son has been poisoned!’).
Thereafter, Shastri’s fam-
ily spearheaded by his wife 
Lalita Shastri, emphatically 
alleged that he was poisoned 
because his face and neck 
had turned dark blue and 

there were fresh incision 
marks on his abdomen. The 
prodigious Barrister and my 
legal Guru Asoke Sen, who 
was the Union Law Minis-
ter in Shastri’s Cabinet, also 
observed clearly discernible 
blue patches on Shastri’s 
body much to his consterna-
tion. In February, 1966, the 
issue of Shastri’s death was 
raised for the first time in 
the Indian Parliament. In 
April,1970, Shastri’s child-
hood friend Tribhuvan Nara-
in Singh (the former Gover-
nor of West Bengal who was 
personally known to me), 
demanded a comprehensive 
enquiry into his death as he 
had not been autopsied. The 
maiden inquiry into Shastri’s 
death was conducted by the 
Raj Narain Inquiry Commit-
tee in 1977 which proved to 
be utterly abortive and lam-
entably not a trace of the in-
quiry survives even in the ar-
chives of Parliament House. 
An epic Hindi poetry book ti-
tled ‘Lalita Ke Aansoo’(‘Tears 
of Lalita’) penned by the cel-
ebrated Indian poet and writ-
er Dr. Krant M. L.Verma was 
published in 1978 containing 
a narrative of the Tashkent 
whodunit. In response to a 
RTI by the celebrated writer 
and journalist Anuj Dhar, 
the Indian Prime Minister’s 
Office in 2009 glibly admit-
ted that it had one document 
relating to Shastri’s death 
which could not be declas-
sified for security reasons. 
Not so very long ago, I had a 
prolonged, animated tête-à-
tête in the Delhi Gymkhana 
Club with my dear friend 
and popular Kisan leader 
Sanjay Nath Singh (the el-
der son of Shastri’s second 
daughter Suman Singh who 
was around 9 years old at 
the time of Shastri’s demise).
Giving a rare insight into 
Shastri’s death, Sanjay told 
me in chaste Hindi, ‘Amma 
(his grandmother) invariably 
travelled with Babuji (Shas-
tri) on his overseas trips, but 
this time she did not travel 
with him. In fact, Amma and 
Anil Mama (maternal uncle) 
were supposed to have trav-
elled with Babuji to Tashkent, 
but at the last minute their 
trip was cancelled by Babuji. 
Babuji was to be booked at 
a hotel in Tashkent. But, he 
was put up in a dacha far 
away from the venue of the 
conference. His suite did not 
have any telephone, buzzer 
or teleprinter. When his body 
reached Delhi, blood was 

oozing from his mouth and 
nostrils. There were fresh 
cuts on his abdomen which 
had been strapped with ad-
hesive tape bandage. Amma 
dipped her fingers into a 
bowl of ghee and smeared 
ghee on Babuji’s lips. When 
she put her fingers back into 
the bowl, the ghee turned 
dark blue and became hard. 
Babuji’s personal diary as 
well as his ‘Action Plans’ di-
ary went missing. Babuji’s 
spectacle case came back to 
Delhi along with his body. 
Rummaging inside the spec-
tacle case, Amma stumbled 
across a minute strip of paper 
containing Babuji’s last hast-
ily scribbled message which 
visibly shocked her.’ Shas-
tri’s third son Sunil Shastri, 
another close friend of mine, 
had earlier told me about 
the spectacle case which had 

‘miraculously’ escaped the 
scrutiny of his father’s de-
tractors and had reached his 
mother’s safe hands. What 
adds grist to the rumour mill 
is the fact that Dr.Chugh met 
with a fatal road accident 
on 5th February,1977. In a 
spine chilling judgement of 
the Delhi High Court dated 
11th February,2004, Justice 
Madan Bhimrao Lokur (an 
old friend from my college 
days and a former judge of 
the Supreme Court of India), 
observed, ‘On 5th March, 
1977, a horrific accident took 
place between a truck driven 
by Wasan Singh and a car 
driven by Dr. R.N. Chugh...
Dr. R.N. Chugh and his wife 
Dr. (Mrs.) Sarojni Chugh 
and their minor son Mas-
ter Shailender Chugh died. 
Their daughter Ms. Shobha 
Chugh..received grievous in-
juries on her head and other 
parts of her body.As a result 
of the injuries, she is facially 
permanently scarred, her 
memory was affected and 
her concentration impaired.’ 
On 6th March,1997, Ram 
Nath, whilst astride a bicycle 
was hit by a speeding bus. 
Both his legs were crushed, 
necessitating amputation, 
and he became mentally un-
stable. Both of them were on 
the verge of deposing before 
the Inquiry Committee!

Startingly, there is a mys-
tifying Netaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose angle to the whole 
episode. Shastri was an 
indefatigable champion of 
Netaji. Jagdish Kodesia, a 
former Delhi Congress chief 
and a confidante of Shastri, 

appeared before the Khosla 
Commission in March, 1971 
as a witness. He deposed 
that Shastri did not believe 
in Netaji’s death in a plane 
crash and went on to assert, 

‘When he became Home Min-
ister, he wanted to know the 
truth whether Subhas Bose 
was alive or not.’ Shastri also 
showed a deep interest in the 
antecedents of Gumnami 
Baba of Faizabad who was 
rumoured to be Netaji. It is 
widely believed that Netaji 
was present at Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru’s funeral on 
27th May,1964 at Teen Murti 
Bhavan dressed as a monk. 
According to Capt. Ajit Vada-
kayil, the well known blog-
ger, Netaji came in a taxi and 
sent an envelope to Shastri 
whereupon Shastri came 
running out to meet him. 
Then Shastri and  Netaji went 
inside Teen Murti Bhavan. 
Netaji took out a package, 
stood beside Nehru’s body 
and offered a giant garland 
of roses with an attached 
note saying ‘Another name 
of Jawaharlal Nehru is cour-
age. Let us confront the crisis 
of our nation for the future of 
India’. The note was under-
signed as ‘Subhas Chandra 
Bose’. After Shastri became 
the Prime Minister, 80 Mem-
bers of Parliament visited 
him and proclaimed that the 
monk was none other than 
Netaji without any shadow of 
doubt! Shastri decided to set 
up a second inquiry commis-
sion to investigate the mys-
tery behind Netaji’s death. 

In 1965, Shastri was invited 
to unveil Netaji’s statue on 
the occasion of his 68th birth 
anniversary on 23rd Janu-
ary,1966 at Mayo Road in 
Kolkata. For some inexplica-
ble reason, Shastri preponed 
the ceremony and unveiled 
the statue in December,1965, 
three weeks prior to his 
Tashkent visit. Netaji’s neph-
ew Amiya Nath Bose,  the 
eminent lawyer and parlia-
mentarian, who happened 
to be at the ceremony re-
quested Shastri to probe into 
the circumstances relating 
to Netaji’s  death whereupon 
Shastri assured him that he 
would personally pursue the 
matter in Russia. Bose was 
extremely close to our family. 
After my father retired from 
government service in 1966 
shortly after Shastri’s death, 
we stayed for a few months 
at his 10, South Avenue flat. 
During those days, he used 

to regale us with his personal 
reminiscences of the intense 
relationship that existed be-
tween Shastri and Netaji and 
was never tired of telling us 
about the Mayo Road cer-
emony. In 1976, I joined the 
legal profession and became 
a member of the Bar Library 
Club within the majestic 
confines of the Calcutta High 
Court in 1991. Bose, who 
used to come infrequently 
to the High Court, most gra-
ciously allowed me to sit on 
his hand crafted Elizabethan 
chair in the Library which 
fortuitously happened to 
be right next to the chair of 
Asoke Sen. After his death, 
the chair was permanently 
allotted to me prompting Sen 
to remark in a jocular vein, 

‘The chair moves from Bose 
to Bose!’ I continue to occupy 
that chair to this day with a 
sense of immense pride.

On 12th December,2015, 
the Times of India added 
an intriguing twist to the 
whole matter by divulging 
that a forensic face-mapping 
report submitted by a Brit-
ish expert Neil Miller had 
found a strong resemblance 
between Netaji and a man 
photographed in Tashkent. 
According to Miller, the face 
mapping of the mystery man 
seen in Tashkent ‘lends sup-
port leaning on strong sup-
port to the contention that 
the person seen in the picture 
and Subhas Chandra Bose 
are one and the same per-
son.’ Shastri had made a call 
before his death to his fam-
ily members. In a moment 
of helpless nostalgia, Sanjay, 
who was standing right be-
side the telephone, vividly 
recalled, ‘Amma first spoke 
to Babuji but could hardly 
hear his voice. Then Hari 
Mama (Shastri’s eldest son) 
exchanged a few words with 
him. Lastly, Ramji (his father 
Vijay Nath Singh) spoke to 
Babuji who asked him about 
the reaction in India to the 
Declaration. When Ramji 
told him that certain promi-
nent opposition leaders were 
planning to hold a black flag 
demonstration against him 
for having returned Haji Pir 
Pass, Babuji clearly told him 
that he would bring forth 
such a thing that would 
make his countrymen forget 
about the return of the Pass 
and any criticism about the 
Declaration. He was allud-
ing to Netaji! Within a frac-
tion of minutes, we got a call 
saying Babuji had taken ill. 

This was followed by anoth-
er call after 10 minutes an-
nouncing his death.’ On 16th 
August,2015, Sunil disclosed 
on Zee 24 Ghanta that his fa-
ther told him shortly before 
his death about a ‘special 
person’ he was going to meet. 
Was this ‘special person’ Ne-
taji? Was Shastri planning 
to present Netaji before his 
countrymen on the occasion 
of Netaji’s 69th birthday on 
23rd January,1966? Did he 
intend to invite Netaji as the 
Chief Guest to the Republic 
Day parade on 26th Janu-
ary,1966? Was he going to 
abdicate in favour of Netaji? 
These questions will per-
haps remain inscrutable.

The uncanny circumstanc-
es surrounding Shastri’s 
death have received wide 
and extensive coverage in 
India and even beyond its 
frontiers, thanks to the bold 
and tell-all revelations made 
in the National Film Award 
winning ‘crowd sourced’ 
thriller film ‘The Tashkent 
Files’ written and directed 
by the noted film director 
and screenwriter Vivek Ag-
nihotri, who is a member on 
the board of India’s Central 
Board of Film Certification 
and a cultural representa-
tive of Indian Cinema at 
the Indian Council for Cul-
tural Relations. Interesting-
ly, Sanjay was the guiding 
spirit behind the film and 
had been specially inter-
viewed in the film itself by 
Agnihotri. 

Last but not the least, there 
is an imperative need to 
declassify the files relating 
to Shastri’s death in the na-
tional interest to clear the 
air once and for all on the 
factual plane. In fact, Shas-
tri’s second son Anil Shastri 
made an impassioned plea 
for such declassification as 
far back as on 22nd June, 
2018 at a solemn function to 
mark the release of a Punjabi 
translation of the bestseller 

‘Lal Bahadur Shastri: Les-
sons in Leadership’ by the 
well known writer Pavan 
Choudary. The time has now 
inevitably arrived for Modi 
to step in readily and play the 
role of the crusader in baring 
all for posterity’s sake. I shall 
leave it at that for the present 
moment!

(The author is an internation-
ally reputed senior lawyer prac-
tising in the Supreme Court of 
India and various High Courts 
and Tribunals in India)
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TOP OF THE DAY

WORLD BANK 
SLASHES CHINA’S 
ECONOMIC 
OUTLOOK TO 2.8%
BEIJING: The World 
Bank on Tuesday slashed 
China’s 2022 economic 
growth projection to 
2.8 per cent, pointing to 
Beijing’s “zero-COVID” 
policy and real estate 
crisis. Notably, the World 
Bank forecasted 5 per cent 
economic growth in April, 
The Strait Times reported. 
In the October update of 
its report on the economic 
prospects for East Asia 
and the Pacific (EAP), the 
World Bank project 2.8 per 
cent growth, which is the 
lowest among interna-
tional institutions. 

ZARDARI 
HOSPITALISED 
AFTER ‘POST 
COVID HEALTH 
CONCERNS’
ISLAMABAD: Former 
Pakistani President Asif 
Ali Zardari’s daughter 
Bakhtawar Bhutto-
Zardari clarified on 
Wednesday that the 
Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) co-chairperson 
was suffering from “post-
Covid health concerns” 
which is why he was not 
seen physically helping 
flood victims. In a tweet, 
Bakhtawar said that 
there was water near 
Zardari’s lungs for which 
she said that a procedure 
had been done a month 
prior, according to The 
Express Tribune. “P @
AAliZardari experiencing 
some post covid concerns 

- reappearance of water 
near lung (did procedure 
last month in Karachi 
too) which is why he has 
not been physically seen 
during floods but blessed 
with children who have 
been going in his stead. 
Thank u 4 all msgs & 
prayers,” Bakhtawar 
tweeted.

PAKISTANI 
SOLDIER SUSTAINS 
INJURIES IN 
GRENADE ATTACK 
IN BALOCHISTAN 
BALOCHISTAN:  A 
Pakistani Frontier Corps 
(FC) official was injured 
on Wednesday when 
unidentified motorcy-
clists whom officials 
termed ‘militants’ hurled 
a grenade at a Mastung 
area’s check-post, local 
media reported. The 
police official said that 
the suspected militants 
were riding a motorcycle 
hurled the grenade at 
the post and sped away, 
Dawn reported. The 
police official further 
said that the injured 
soldier was immediately 
shifted to the Nawab 
Ghous Bakhsh Raisani 
Memorial hospital after 
the attack. 

‘QUEEN ELIZABETH 
II DIED OF OLD AGE’
 
LONDON: Britain’s Queen 
Elizabeth II died of ‘old 
age’ on September 8 
hours after the palace 
said that the Queen was 
under medical supervi-
sion, according to her 
death certificate released 
by the national records 
office of Scotland. The 
certificate stated that 
Queen died at 3:10 pm (lo-
cal time). The cause was 
listed as “old age.”

Russia will hold a 
signing ceremony 
on Friday to incor-

porate the annexed four oc-
cupied regions of Ukraine at 
Kremlin, Russia’s President 
Vladimir Putin’s spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said.

“Tomorrow in the Geor-
gian Hall of the Grand 
Kremlin Palace at 15:00 
[1200 GMT] a signing cer-
emony will take place on 
the incorporation of the 
new territories into Russia,” 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said on Thursday, as quoted 
by Al Jazeera. He further 
added that Putin will make 
a speech at this event.

The referendum by the 
Russian authorities on the 
annexation of occupied terri-
tories of Ukraine was largely 
seen as a “sham referendum” 
and has been widely criti-

cised by various countries.
German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz said that Germany 
will never accept the results 
of “sham” referendums on 
joining Russia in occupied 
regions of Ukraine. Accord-
ing to Al Jazeera, Scholz 
made these remarks in con-
versation with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy. Scholz reaffirmed Ger-
many’s stance saying that the 
country’s support to Ukraine 
remains unwavering.

Meanwhile, Canada also 

said that they will not recog-
nise Russia’s attempted ille-
gal annexation of Ukrainian 
territories. “Canada does not 
and will not ever recognise 
the results of these sham 
referendums or Russia’s at-
tempted illegal annexation 
of Ukrainian territories,” 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau said in a 
statement. Serbia, too, will 
not recognise the results of 
referendums held in four 
regions of Ukraine partly 
occupied by Russian forces, 
President Aleksandar Vucic 
has said, as per the portal.

“Serbia ... will not recog-
nise that [referendums] as it 
adheres to international law, 
the United Nations Charter 
and UN resolutions,” Vucic 
said as quoted by Al Jazeera.

Meanwhile, Russia’s Pres-
ident Putin signed a decree 
on Thursday authorising 
the government to ban some 
Western trucks from cross-

ing Russian territory.
The ban, which applies 

to vehicles carrying goods, 
comes into force immediate-
ly and applies to countries 
with similar restrictions 
against Russia due to their 
invasion of Ukraine, accord-
ing to Al Jazeera. Looking at 
the escalation on the Russian 
side in Ukraine, European 
Commission on Wednesday 
proposed a new package 
of sanctions against Russia 
which includes a “new list-
ing of individuals and enti-
ties as well as new trade bans 
on Russian products depriv-
ing the country’s economy of 
7 billion euros in revenues.”

The announcement of 
fresh sanctions was done at 
a press conference by Eu-
ropean Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen. 
“Russia has escalated the in-
vasion of Ukraine to a new 
level and we are determined 
to make the Kremlin pay the 

price for this further escala-
tion,” she tweeted and men-
tioned sanctioning “more 
products that can’t be ex-
ported to Russia, in particu-
lar key technologies needed 
for its war machine.”

Proposing a new pack-
age of “biting sanctions” 
against Russia, von der Ley-
en said that Russia should 
not benefit from European 
brainpower and expertise. 
EU Commission proposed 
“additional bans on provid-
ing European services” that 
include “prohibition for EU 
nationals to sit on govern-
ing bodies of Russian state-
owned companies.”

Furthermore, she said that 
there must be a legal basis 
for an oil price cap. “Some 
developing countries still 
need some Russian oil sup-
plies, at low prices. This cap 
will help reduce Russia’s 
revenues and keep global 
energy markets stable.”

SIGNING CEREMONY

RUSSIA TO FORMALLY ANNEX FOUR 
UKRAINE REGIONS TODAY
TDG NETWORK
MOSCOW

Russia’s President Vladimir 
Putin.

The situation of Afghan women continues to deteriorate as they 
are denied their fundamental rights under the Taliban rule.

Amid the ongoing crisis in 
Afghanistan, the situation 
of Afghan women contin-
ues to deteriorate as they are 
denied their fundamental 
freedoms and rights under 
the Taliban rule, said the 
Charge d’Affaires of the Af-
ghan Permanent Mission to 
the UN, Naseer Ahmad Faiq 
at the UN Security Council 
recently.

Since the Taliban seized 
power in Afghanistan, Af-
ghan women and girls have 
been systematically excluded 
from all economic, social, 
and political arenas, Faiq 
said during the UNSC brief-
ing on Afghanistan on Tues-
day, reported Khaama Press. 
He also underlined the 
importance of underlined 
restoration of fundamental 
rights for women and girls 
and called for the immediate 
opening of schools for girls 
in the war-ravaged country.

According to international 
assessments, Afghanistan 
now has the highest number 
of people in emergency food 
insecurity, with more than 
23 million in need of assis-
tance, and approximately 
95 per cent of the population 
having insufficient food con-
sumption.

Of particular concern is 
the vulnerability of more 
than four million internally 

displaced, including people 
belonging to minorities and 
over 3.5 million seeking ref-
uge in neighbouring coun-
tries.

More than 24.4 million 
people need humanitarian 
aid in Afghanistan--an in-
crease from 18.4 million in 
2021, according to a report 
by the US Special Inspector 
General for Afghanistan Re-
construction (SIGAR).

The report states that 
the Taliban takeover of the 
country and the resulting 
cut in international assis-
tance has led to a worsening 
humanitarian crisis and ap-
proximately 70 per cent of 
the Afghans are unable to 
provide for their basic needs 
on a daily basis.

Notably, the situation of 
human rights in Afghani-
stan has worsened since the 
collapse of the Afghan gov-
ernment and the Taliban’s 
return to power in August 
last year. Although the fight-
ing in the country has ended, 
serious human rights viola-
tions continue unabated, es-
pecially against women and 
minorities.

Besides this, the continu-
ously soaring prices of food 
products in the country have 
emerged as a new challenge 
for Afghans. In a short span 
of fewer than three months, 
food prices have almost 
doubled, reported Khaama 
Press. 

 FREEDOM DENIED

Afghan women face 
economic deprivation 
under Taliban rule
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AFTER RECENT POLLS

Italy, Meloni advised  
to appoint a watchdog 
for China affairs
It has been a few days since 
the high-drama Italian elec-
tions resulted in the win 
of Giorgia Meloni’s Fratelli 
d’Italia (Brothers of Italy) 
party and its right-wing 
coalition. Meloni, in all 
likelihood, will be Italy’s 
first female Prime Minister 
breaking the glass barrier.

She is also a rare phenom-
enon, at 45 she is very young 
by the standards of the past 
66 of her predecessors and 
comes from a single-parent 
childhood growing up in 
a working-class neigh-
bourhood in Rome. While 
Meloni has been accused of 
being neofascist, given the 
origins of her party, sincerely 
modern-day Fratelli di Italia 
is conservative and Meloni 
has made attempts at bring-
ing it to the centre of Italian 
politics. 

A few years ago, her decla-

ration that she was “Giorgia, 
a woman, a mother, a Chris-
tian, an Italian” was laughed 
at. Today this woman has 
made history at a turbulent 
time by getting a significant 
majority which in Italian 
politics is an anomaly.

While the party has two 
minor alliance partners in 
Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza Ita-
lia and Matteo Salvini’s Lega 
Nord, it is Meloni that now 
calls the shots. Apart from 
moving the Brothers of Italy 
party to the center from its 
far-right origins, Meloni has 

also developed a strong base 
of experienced professionals 
to make up for the lack of ex-
perience in governance.

The head of international 
relations for the party, now 
Senator, is Ambassador Gi-
ulio Terzi di Sant’Agatha, a 
retired career diplomat and 
former minister of Foreign 
Affairs. Senator Terzi di 
Sant’Agatha has unique cre-
dentials, having been Italy’s 
ambassador to Israel, the 
United States and the Unit-
ed Nations. She also has for-
mer finance minister Giulio 
Tremonti as another parlia-
mentarian from her party.

Meloni’s tenure comes at a 
critical juncture in interna-
tional relations for Italy.

The Ukraine war has 
divided Italy. And Mario 
Draghi had just succeeded 
in returning Italy to its posi-
tion in international politics 
after years of myopic leaders 
who had no international 
strategy. 
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Giorgia Meloni

Aung San Suu Kyi. 

MILITARY CRACKDOWN 

MYANMAR DEPOSED LEADER 
SUU KYI GETS 3 YEARS’ JAIL

A special Myanmar military 
court on Thursday sentenced 
the country’s deposed leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi and mem-
bers of her economic team to 
three years in jail.

San Suu Kyi’s team included 
Australian economist Sean 
Turnell who was imprisoned 
for violating the Official Se-
crets Act, The Irrawaddy 
news website reported. The 
latest verdict delivered at a 
special court means that San 
Suu Kyi has been sentenced 
to over 20 years in prison so 
far in a dozen cases.

Turnell, a former key eco-
nomic adviser to Suu Kyi, 
was detained by the Myna-
mar military shortly after last 
year’s coup, which ousted the 
National League for Democ-
racy (NLD) government.

Since staging a coup in Feb-
ruary last year, the Myanmar 
military has carried out a bru-
tal nationwide crackdown on 
millions of people protesting 
its rule.

Rights groups say the junta 

security forces’ mass killings, 
arbitrary arrests, torture, 
sexual violence, and other 
abuses against protesters, 
journalists, health workers, 
and political opposition mem-
bers amount to crimes against 
humanity.

Earlier this month, UN 
experts said human rights 
defenders documenting and 
responding to atrocities by 
Myanmar’s military junta 
urgently need comprehen-
sive support, including fi-
nancial, and called on the 
international community to 
end apparent indifference 
to the violence targeting the 
country’s population.
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ECONOMIC CRISIS

Farmers hold protests in 
Islamabad amid hardships

Thousands of farmers from 
Punjab flocked to Islamabad 
to stage a protest demanding 
reduction in electricity tariffs 
and resolution of other eco-
nomic issues they are facing 
pertaining to agriculture.

More than 25,000 Punjab 
farmers held the demon-
stration under the umbrella 
of the Pakistani farmer as-
sociation, Kisan Ittehad, 
reported Dawn. As the pro-
tests gained momentum in 
the capital, the Islamabad 
police imposed section 144 
of the Criminal Procedure 
Code (CrPC). This protest 
was part of a series of pro-
tests that the farmers have 
been holding in different 
parts of Pakistan including 
near Banigala.

Among the many demands 
that the farmers have in-
cludes the restoration of the 
previous tubewell electricity 
tariff of Rs 5.3 per unit and 
abolishing of all taxes and 
adjustments, an end must 

be put to the black marketing 
of fertilisers and reduction of 
urea rate which increased to 
400pc.

Apart from these demands 
they also said that the rate of 
wheat should be fixed at Rs 
2,400 per mound and the 
rate of sugar cane at Rs 280 
per mound, reported Dawn 
citing police quoting the pro-
testers’ demands.

Besides, the farmers also 
demanded that the blockade 
of canals should be removed 
and water released immedi-
ately in the area. Moreover, 
they said, agriculture should 
also be given the status of an 

industry.
In a bid to contain the 

growing protests, the Is-
lamabad police sealed some 
areas by putting containers 
on roads, the outlet said cit-
ing police and adding that 
the interchanges and roads 
adjacent to Islamabad Ex-
pressway were also sealed 
with containers.

Over 2,500 farmers travel-
ling on 40 buses, 29 coasters, 
six wagons, 11 Sports Utility 
Vehicles and 18 cars reached 
Jinnah Avenue. Islamabad 
Police sealed all entry points 
of the Red Zone except Mar-
galla Road.
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The farmers staged a protest demanding reduction in electricity 
tariffs and resolution of other economic issues they are facing 
pertaining to agriculture.

HURRICANE IAN

BOAT WITH MIGRANTS SINKS 
OFF FLORIDA, 23 MISSING

Twenty-three people were 
found missing after a boat 
carrying migrants capsized 
off the coast of Florida on 
Wednesday, US Border 
Patrol said in a statement 
as the hurricane hit the US 
state, CBS news reported.

“U.S.  Border Patrol 
agents... responded to a 
migrant landing in Stock Is-
land, Florida,” Miami Chief 
Patrol Agent Walter Slosar 
said on Twitter, adding that 
four Cuban migrants swam 
to shore after their vessel 
sank due to harsh weather.

Three people were later 
rescued in the water about 
two miles south of Boca 
Chica, CBS news reported 
quoting the Coast guard.

The survivors were later 
taken to the nearby hospi-
tal as they complained of 
exhaustion and dehydra-
tion. The search for missing 
persons is still on.

More than one million 
Florida residents have lost 
power after the powerful 

and several homes have 
been put under evacuation 
orders as the dangerous 
storm hit the US. Moreover, 
Hurricane Ian sustained 
wind speeds up to 250km/h 
(155mph), bringing along 
heavy rains.

Earlier on Tuesday, seven 
migrants from Cuba were 
taken into custody after they 
made it to shore in Pompa-
no Beach, Florida, Slosar 
said while announcing the 
detentions as he warned 
people to not risk lives by 
attempting this journey at 
sea.

Most of west-central Flor-
ida has witnessed rain and 
crushing winds due to hur-
ricane Ian.

Quoting the National Hur-
ricane Center, Al Jazeera has 
reported “catastrophic” 
flooding and wind damage 
on Florida’s southwest coast 
due to Hurricane Ian.

Moreover, Cuba also start-
ed slowly restoring power 
on Wednesday after the hur-
ricane completely collapsed 
the island’s electricity grid 
and wreaked havoc.  
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CHINESE PRESSURE

SRI LANKA WARY OF 
ENTERING INTO FTA 
WITH CHINA

The ongoing economic crisis 
and challenges of penetrat-
ing the Chinese market are 
making Sri Lanka cautious 
about concluding a Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) with 
China, despite pressure.

Recently, Sri Lankan For-
eign Minister Ali Sabry and 
his Chinese counterpart, 
Wang Yi held a meeting on 
the sidelines of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly session in New 
York. The Chinese Embassy 
said that the two sides had 
“agreed to speed up the ne-
gotiation process and strive 
for an early conclusion of 
a Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA), thereby boosting 
the confidence in and stabi-
lizing the expectations for 
their economic and trade 
cooperation,” Daily Mirror 
reported. However, the Sri 

Lankan minister tweeted 
about their meeting but there 
was no trace of the discussion 
on FTA.

While Sri Lanka has been 
prevaricating and dragging 
its feet on the FTA since talks 
on it began way back in 2015, 
China has been very keen on 
it, frequently reiterating it, 
and even making it a condi-
tion for continued financial 
investments in Sri Lanka.

Even, Qi Zhenhong, the 
Chinese Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, had also discussed the 
FTA with the then Lankan 
Foreign Minister GL Peiris. 
In the press release. Sri Lanka 
said that China had signed 
over 26 FTAs, an FTA with 
Colombo. However, the eco-
nomic crisis which intensified 
put paid to that. Daily Mirror 
citing EconomyNext, report-
ed that the real opposition to 
FTA was from the entrenched 
Lankan monopolists. 
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File photo of Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Ali Sabry meeting his 
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi.
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China’s rapid growth of its 
nuclear arsenal can be a 
threat to the US, American 
General Anthony Cotton has 
warned. General Anthony 
Cotton warned the Senate 
Armed Services Committee 
about the threat of China’s 
rapid growth of its nuclear 
arsenal, but China is still far 
from being a threat to the 
US, The Singapore Post re-
ported. Recent geographical 
developments in China show 

the country’s rapid building 
of missile silos which house 
its missiles. Beijing had 229 
new fields under construc-
tion at Hami and Yumen, 
created as recently as 2021.

As per the sources, China 
has a total of 350 warheads, 
which are ready to use, of 
which, 248 ballistic missiles 
are for land use, and 72 bal-
listic missiles are for deploy-
ment in the sea.

The Chinese nuclear arsenal 
has also seen a growth in the 
number of road-based inter-
continental ballistic missiles 

(ICBM) along with its stra-
tegic nuclear submarines. 
Moreover, the construction 
of more than 200 new missile 
silos on China’s mainland has 
rival countries wary of Bei-
jing’s intentions. This recent 
increment suddenly surpass-
es the non-threatening count 
of 20 silo-based ICBMs the 
country has maintained for 
the last two decades.

China has succeeded in 
creating a well-functioning 
triad of nuclear power, hav-
ing acquired missiles which 
work across land, air and sea.

ALARMING

‘RAPID GROWTH OF CHINA’S 
NUCLEAR ARSENAL CAN BE 
A THREAT TO U.S.’
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The South Korean govern-
ment has announced a 
number of strategies for its 
automobile industry, includ-
ing private investment worth 
more than 95 trillion in the 
country’s automobile indus-
try over the next five years.

Using this, the government 
plans to produce 3.3 million 
electric vehicles (EVs) by 
2030 to achieve a 12 per cent 
global market share, accord-
ing to The Global Economic. 
It also plans to train more 
than 30,000 future car pro-
fessionals. Through these 
strategies, the government 

plans to raise competitive-
ness to the highest level in 
response to the global trade 
order that returns to protec-
tionism, such as the imple-
mentation of the US Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA).

As of last year, Hyundai 
Motor ranked third and 
sixth in the global internal 
combustion car and EV 
market share, respectively. 
The South Korean govern-
ment plans to raise them to 
the top 3 in the world.

On Wednesday, the South 
Korean Ministry of Trade, 
Industry and Energy that 
Minister Lee Chang-yang 
held a round table meet-
ing on automobile industry 

strategies with automobile 
industry officials at the 
Korea Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry and an-
nounced the strategies.

At the meeting, officials 
from automobile manufac-
turing firms and parts sup-
pliers such as Hyundai Mo-
tor, Kia, GM Korea, Renault 
Korea, Hyundai Mobis, 
Mando, Sambo Motors, and 
Telechips, attended. Minis-
ter Lee presented a strategy 
to become the global top 3 
in the automobile industry. 
It has the vision to become 
one of the top three automo-
bile powerhouses through a 
rapid and flexible conversion 
to future mobility.

IN NEXT FIVE YEARS

South Korea to invest big 
in automobile industry
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ECONOMIC ENGAGEMENT

Taliban sign deal for Russian oil, 
gas and wheat at discounted rate

Taliban have inked an 
agreement to pur-
chase and import 

Russian wheat, gas, and oil, 
the officials of the Islamic 
group said.

A Taliban spokesperson 
said products including gas-
oline, diesel, gas, and wheat 
would be purchased at a “spe-
cial discount” in Russian cur-
rency, Khaama Press news 
agency reported. Although 
Russia had agreed to the dis-
counted trade deal, the Tali-

ban official did not provide 
any details on the pricing and 
payment methods. This deal 
comes as Russia has been hit 
hard by sanctions imposed 
after its invasion of Ukraine. 
The punitive measures from 
the Western countries have 
forced Moscow to shift its 
exports from Europe to Asia.

Meanwhile, economic de-
velopment, trade and transit 
remained a high priority for 
the Taliban, since its accent 
to power in August last year.

The Islamic group has 
continued diplomatic and 
economic engagement with 

regional countries, whose 
representatives stated pub-
licly that formal recognition 
of the de facto authorities as 
a government was not im-
minent.

This deal comes after high-
level Taliban delegations 
visited Russia earlier this 
year. Aside from Moscow, 
several companies from re-
gional countries have shown 
interest in investing in the 
extractive industries sector 
in Afghanistan.

The Taliban leadership 
have consistently said that 
they are looking for trade 

deals with the international 
community.

This latest agreement with 
Russia move could help to 
ease the isolation that has 
effectively cut it off from the 
world following their take-
over of Afghanistan last year.

A UN report released on 
Tuesday said the Afghan 
economy remained greatly 
weakened by the severe eco-
nomic contraction and the 
banking and financial crisis 
that followed the Taliban 
takeover.

“Available data suggest that 
six-month revenue collection 

through June, driven by cus-
toms and non-tax sources, is 
on par with the level record-
ed for the same period last 
year, and exports, driven by 
coal and fruits, surpassed 
past performance,” said the 
latest quarterly report of the 
UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres to the Security 
Council. The sudden stop of 
aid inflows, however, accom-
panied by political uncertain-
ty, inadequate access to ser-
vices and women’s exclusion 
from economic participation, 
continued to lead to slow 
growth, the report added.
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 CYPHER ISSUE

GOOD THAT THIS AUDIO GOT LEAKED, SAYS IMRAN 
KHAN OVER ‘FOREIGN CONSPIRACY’ IN PAKISTAN

After the alleged conversa-
tion between a former coun-
try’s Prime Minister Imran 
Khan and Principal Secre-
tary Azam Khan about the 
“US conspiracy” went viral, 
the PTI chief on Wednesday 
said that the “cypher should 
also be leaked so that every-
one would come to know 
how big that conspiracy 
was.”

In a series of audio leaks 
in recent days in Pakistan, 
an audio clip of Imran Khan 
went viral on Wednesday. 
“It is good that the audio got 

leaked, I would say the cy-
pher should also be leaked so 
that everyone should come 
to know how big was that 
foreign conspiracy,” Imran 
Khan told reporters today, as 
per The News International.

Khan alleged that Pakistan 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif of leaking that audio 
when asked who did this, as 
per the publication.

It is pertinent to mention 
that “US conspiracy” refers 
to the foreign conspiracy 
which Imran Khan termed 
as the conspiracy by the US 
to topple the PTI govern-
ment and replace it with She-
hbaz Sharif’s government in 

Pakistan.
According to The News 

International, in the latest 
leaked audio, Imran Khan 
could be heard directing his 
then principal secretary that 
they should play with the 
“cypher issue without tak-
ing the name of the United 
States.” “Let’s play with it,” 
Imran Khan believed to be 
said in the audio, to which 
Azam Khan suggested that 
they should hold a meeting 
on the US cypher to bring it 
on record.

Earlier, audio clips pur-
ported of Pakistan’s Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
with government offi-

cials and Pakistan Muslim 
League Nawaz (PML-N) 
Vice-President Maryam 
Nawaz had also surfaced 
online. It is to be noted that 
after those controversial 
audio leaks, Imran Khan 
on Monday said that Chief 
Election Commissioner 
(CEC) Sikandar Sultan Raja 
should resign “if he had any 
shame,” media reports said.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf 
(PTI) chief Imran Khan 
claimed that the audio leak 
is proof that the CEC, Sul-
tan Raja, is in cahoots with 
the Sharif family and his al-
leged involvement in corrup-
tion, reported Pakistani local 

media The Express Tribune.
The audio clip featuring 

Shehbaz Sharif and Maryam 
Nawaz had surfaced online, 
where they were asking to 
stop the health insurance 
card program, as per lo-
cal media. After the audio 
leaked, Finance Minister 
Miftah Ismail stepped down 
in the middle of a trip abroad 
and made way for PML-N 
leader Ishaq Dar.

Ishaq Dar was involved 
in several corruption cases. 
Earlier, in May, the Pakistan 
court issued a perpetual ar-
rest warrant against former 
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar 
in “corruption reference.”
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Construction 
underway 

at the site of 
Shri Ram 

Janmabhoomi 
Temple, in 

Ayodhya on 
Wednesday.

ANI

NEAR COMPLETION

‘HealtHy Heart is gift for life’: 
NetizeNs sHare World Heart day 
WisHes 

#WorldHeartday

On the occasion of World Heart Day on Thursday, 
netizens took to social media to spread the message of 
taking care of one’s heart. The buzz around the World 
Heart Day was such that #WorldHeartDay took to top 
trends on Thursday. 

Dr Mansukh  Mandaviya shared on Twitter, “ On World 
Heart Day, let us pledge to adopt healthy lifestyles to live 
a heart-healthy life. Make the right decisions, act with 
courage and help others in learning to manage car-
diovascular diseases. I urge everyone to lead an active 
lifestyle to keep healthy.”

Ashok Gehlot said, “On #WorldHeartDay, let us raise 
awareness regarding the importance of a healthy heart. 
A nutritious, balanced diet and exercising regularly 
should be our effort. Stress-free lifestyle in tune with 
nature can go a long way in keeping our heart healthy.”

Naveen Patnaik shared, “A healthy heart is gift for 
life. By eating correct diet, adopting ideal lifestyle and 
undergoing routine checkup, we can keep our heart 
healthy. On #WorldHeartDay, let’s pledge to create 
awareness on the need for a healthy heart to avoid 
cardiovascular diseases.”

Prahlad Joshi tweeted, “Many times, modern-day life 
puts us under unnecessary pressure and anxiety, which 
may harm our hearts to a greater extent.”

The focus 
must shift to 
strengthening 
ourselves to 
compete with 
the best in the 
world. 

— Piyush Goyal

BRAIN-PICKING 

Commerce and Industry Minister, addressing an event organised by 
the Services Exports Promotion Council (SEPC).
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EXTRACTION 

The Wular Lake in 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
which is known to be 

one of the largest freshwater 
lakes in South Asia, has a fes-
tive look with a large number 
of locals extracting chest-
nuts, according to a report. 
The chestnuts extracted by 
the villagers are supplied to 
the vendors in Kashmir and 
beyond the region as well.

The Bandipora district in 
northern Kashmir features 
in the list of the main suppli-
ers of chestnuts to the Kash-
mir Valley.

Lankreshipora, Kunz-
pora, Kulhama, Guroora, 
Saderkoot, Baniyari, La-
harwalpora, KaniBathi, Ku-
noosa, Ashtangoo, Kemma, 
and Zurmanz are among 
the districts whose resi-
dents have licences to extract 
chestnuts from the lake.

The lake produces around 
four metric tonnes of chest-
nuts annually and 5,000 
tonnes of fish of 11 different 

species each year, according 
to the official figure.

According to the Wular 
conservation and manage-
ment authority officials, at 
least 90% of the water chest-
nuts produced in Kashmir 
are sourced from the Wular 
Lake.

The report quoted an offi-
cial at Wular Conservation 
and Management Author-
ity as saying, “There is no 
systematic marketing facil-
ity available for the product 
extracted from Wular Lake, 
which makes it difficult to es-
timate the revenue generated 

from the lake.”
The locals claim that as 

many as 80% of the inhabit-
ants are involved in extract-
ing chestnuts from Wular to 
make a living.

“Chestnuts are the main 
source of income for the ma-
jority of people living here,” 
the report quoted Abdul 
Ahad Panchoo, a resident 
of Suderkoot Bala, as saying.

Abdul Rashid Dar of Bani-
yar village, who has been 
extracting chestnuts from 
the lake for the past 40 years, 
said that they are getting dif-
ferent schemes from the gov-

ernment for the purpose.
“All of us villagers who live 

on the banks of the Wular 
lake depend on it either di-
rectly or indirectly,” he said, 
adding that chestnuts are 
the main source of income 
for the majority of people 
living here.

The Union Territory gov-
ernment is planning to de-
velop a sustainable waste 
management model for 
all the peripheral villages 
around the lake, according 
to the report.

The J&K Wetland Author-
ity has also approved the 
integrated management 
plan for the conservation of 
Wular Lake to promote an 
integrated and multidisci-
plinary approach to the con-
servation and management 
of the water body.

To promote tourism in 
Wular Lake, the authorities 
also introduced a shikara 
(wooden boat) ride similar 
to that found on Dal Lake in 
Srinagar. The lake is also a 
habitat for migratory water 
birds. 

J&K’s Wular Lake wears 
a festive look 

women collect chestnuts from the wular Lake. 

FANFARE 

ShAh RuKh KhAN FEATuRES ON BuRj KhALIFA 
AGAIN, FANS ELATEd

Dubai’s iconic skyscraper, 
Burj Khalifa, lit up with 
Bollywood superstar Shah 
Rukh Khan’s message on 
Wednesday evening. The 
world’s tallest building 
screened a campaign video 
for Burjeel Holdings, one of 
the private healthcare opera-
tors in the UAE. In the video, 
SRK is seen promoting the 
brand in his special way.

After seeing images and 
videos of the Burj Khalifa 
lighting up with SRK’s video, 
fans became extremely hap-
py. They even started trend-
ing him on Twitter.

The musical fountain at 
#BurjKhalifa first played 

music from #ShahRukh-
Khan’s Om Shanti Om, and 
later the Burjeel Holdings 
campaign featuring King 
Khan was shown on Burj 
Khalifa! Truly the world’s 

biggest superstar,” a tweet 
read on one of the fan pages 
of SRK.

“Megastar Shah Rukh 
Khan featured on Burj Khal-
ifa again, truly a KING,” a 

fan wrote on Twitter.
Reportedly, it’s for the 

fourth time that SRK has ap-
peared on Burj Khalifa.

In 2021, the Burj Khalifa 
honoured Shah Rukh on 
his 56th birthday. The Burj 
Khalifa was lit up with the 
name of the actor to honour 
the actor on his birthday in 
2020 as well.

On the work front, Shah 
Rukh is all set to make his sil-
ver screen return after four 
years with ‘Pathaan’, which 
also stars Deepika Padu-
kone and John Abraham in 
the lead roles. The action-
packed film is scheduled for 
release on 25 January 2023.

Apart from ‘Pathaan’, SRK 
will also be seen in upcom-
ing film ‘Dunki’.
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Shah rukh khan's ad on Burj khalifa. 

Saudi Arabia introduces yoga in universities
ACCEPTANCE 
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A virtual introductory lec-
ture on yoga was organised 
for all Saudi university rep-
resentatives across the king-
dom to spread awareness 
and motivate its practice as 
a lifestyle for all segments of 
society.

The lecture, organised on 
Monday, aimed to intro-
duce both traditional yoga 
and yogasana sports to 
Saudi universities and give 
a variety of options to the 
students on university cam-

puses to practice yoga, the 
Saudi Gazette reported. The 
lecture covered both men-
tal and physical health and 
plans to attend professional 
yoga sports training to be 
part of competitions locally 
and internationally.

In cooperation with the 
Saudi Universities Sports 
Federation (SUSF), the Sau-
di Yoga Committee organ-
ised the event in Riyadh.

The Saudi Gazette re-
ported that the event came 
within the framework of an 
integrated system of pro-
grammes and initiatives of 

the Saudi Committee for 
Yoga, under the title “Yoga 
for University Students of 
Both Genders.”

The event coincided with 
the arrival of the first yoga 
delegation to the Kingdom 
from the Asian Yogasana 
Sports Federation in India 
for the qualification course 
for the first Saudi batch of 
yoga referees, the report 
added.

The event included issues 
concerning the benefits of 
yoga for health and physical 
well-being in youth, yogas-
ana sports for tournaments 

and competitions, and re-
quirements for professional 
yoga training. It also includ-
ed the technical regulations 
of the Saudi Yoga Commit-
tee for Championships and 
Competitions in Saudi Uni-
versities.

The lecture, which moti-
vated the youth to join pro-
fessional yoga training, also 
shed light on the system of 
professional yogasana com-
petitions within university 
sports and the university 
league.

Nouf Almarwaai, Presi-
dent of the Saudi Yoga Com-

mittee, said that the com-
mittee seeks to achieve its 
vision of spreading yoga on 
a large scale within Saudi 
society. “Therefore it took 
the initiative to cooperate 
with the Saudi Universities 
Sports Federation in order 
to build a generation of yoga 
lovers, especially young 
people, to enjoy physical 
and mental health.”

 Almarwaai said that the 
committee seeks to increase 
the number of practitioners 
and build yoga teams that 
participate in local and re-
gional yoga championships.  

COSMOS

ASTRONOMERS MAP dISTANCES 
IN ThE LARGEST-EvER CATALOG 
TO 56,000 GALAXIES

Astronomers have assem-
bled the largest-ever com-
pilation of high-precision 
galaxy distances, called Cos-
micflows-4.

Galaxies, such as the 
Milky Way, are the building 
blocks of the universe, each 
comprised of up to several 
hundred billion stars. Gal-
axies beyond our immediate 
neighbourhood are rushing 
away, faster if they are more 
distant, which is a conse-
quence of the expansion of 
the universe that began at 
the moment of the Big Bang. 

Measurements of the dis-
tances of galaxies, coupled 
with information about their 
velocities away from us, de-
termine the scale of the uni-
verse and the time that has 
elapsed since its birth.

“Since galaxies were iden-
tified as separate from the 
Milky Way a hundred years 
ago, astronomers have been 
trying to measure their dis-
tances,” said Tully, adding, 
"Now, by combining our 
more accurate and abundant 
tools, we are able to measure 
the distances of galaxies and 
the related expansion rate 
of the universe and the time 
since the universe was born."

TDG NeTwork
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Compilisation of galaxy distances. 

FIvE wEIRd CELEBRATIONS IN 
CRICKET hISTORy
Cricket is indeed one of the most loved sports 
in the world. Wins in the game are celebrated 
not only by the fans but by the players them-
selves as well. As players enjoy their game in 
different parts of the world, it is natural that 
there will subsequently be trademark celebra-
tions performed by certain players. This is a 
way of showing how much the sport means 
to them. Here are five weird celebrations that 
have happened in cricket history.

sHikHar dHaWaN’s tHigH five
Every cricket junkie in India by now 
would have noticed the unique cele-
bration of Shikhar Dhawan. His thigh-

five celebration has become quite famous 
among Indian families and children. Dhawan 
recently disclosed that his style is inspired by 
the Indian game of Kabaddi.

MusHfiqur raHiM’s dragoN 
celebratioN
Mushfiqur rahim is no muck with 
the bat. He scored a double cen-

tury against Zimbabwe at the Sher-e-Bangla 
National Stadium in Dhaka. As soon as he 
reached the milestone, he took off his hel-
met and started emulating a dragon with his 
mouth wide open, eyes popping out, and hands 
positioned like claws. When asked about it, he 
said, “The celebration was for my son. He loves 
dragons so much, he likes this posture. So I did 
it for him.”

HasaN ali’s boMb explosioN
Hasan Ali’s bomb explosion is quite 
popular. He does this every time after 
securing a wicket. He crouches down 

and then gets up, spreading his hands. He 
stated multiple times that he enjoys performing 
his celebration and that it provides him energy.

dareN saMMy’s baby 
celebratioN
Daren Sammy is the only player to 
win two T20 World Cups as captain. 

He wore a pacifier around his neck like a 
pendant, and sucked on it every time he sent 
a batsman packing. He simultaneously acted 
like he was putting a baby to sleep. 

baNgladesH’s teaM ‘NaagiN 
daNce’
Ever seen each member of a team 
performing a celebration simultane-

ously together? That’s exactly how the Bangla-
deshis celebrated by showcasing the Naagin 
Dance to fans across the world. The incident 
took place in the 6th match of the Nidahas 
Trophy series, which was played between 
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. It was a virtual 
semi-final for both the teams, as the winner 
would proceed to meet India in the finals. After 
a see-saw of a game, Bangladesh managed 
to win on the penultimate ball. Soon, after the 
match, in the heat of the moment, the Ban-
gladesh team gathered in the middle of the 
ground to celebrate the victory by performing 
the ‘Naagin’ dance. 

— APoorVA CHAUDHArY 

Shikhar Dhawan
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The 2014 Assembly elections in undivided Andhra Pradesh 
were held in the shadow of the Telangana movement. The 
bifurcation of the state was an impending reality with elec-
tions scheduled in a manner and sense that the elected 
representatives from the two regions were due to form two 
independent assemblies. The new state of Telangana was 
to have 119 Members of Legislative Assembly (MLAs). In 
this scenario, KCR, pioneer of the Telangana movement, 
banked on the demand for a separate state and registered 
a staggering victory, securing 63 of 119 seats. The INC, an-
other strong force in the state won 21 seats with a statewide 
vote share of 25.2 per cent, which was still far behind TRS’s 
34.3 per cent. Telugu Desam Party (TDP) came in third 
with 15 seats and 14.7 percent vote share, followed by Asa-
duddin Owaisi-led All India Majlis-E-Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM) with seven seats and 3.8 per cent votes. AIMIM’s 
footprint has largely been limited to the Hyderabad region 
of the state. The BJP has been making concerted efforts to 
expand its base in the state and won five seats with a vote 
share that was nearly double that of AIMIM at 7.1 per cent 
in 2014. 

Between 2014 and now, the TRS has strengthened its hold 

on Telangana by implementing several welfare reforms 
under its party government. Its electoral position received 
a boost in 2018, as KCR called for early elections and re-
corded a whopping victory in the 2018 polls. Between 2014 
and 2018, the TRS increased its tally by 25 seats, recording a 
47.4 percent  vote share in 2018, a jump of 13.1 per cent from 
2014. The INC, which came in second, managed 19 seats, 
two less from 2014 and a slight increase in vote share, clock-
ing 28.7 per cent, 3.5 per cent more than 2014. It was in an 
alliance with the TDP which came down to just two seats 
from 15 in 2014. The BJP also witnessed a drop in its elector-
al fortunes to one seat in 2018 (from five in 2014). While the 
BJP maintained its vote share at 7.1 per cent, TDP’s share fell 
significantly from 14.7 per cent, to just 3.5 per cent in 2018. 
Hyderabad-based AIMIM was another key player in the 
elections and retained its seven seats from 2014 but its vote 
share dropped marginally to 2.7 per cent in 2018 (from 3.8 
per cent in 2014). In the years since the 2018 Assembly elec-
tion, the BJP has reinforced and strengthened its campaign 
in the entire state and is emerging as a key contender in the 
Hyderabad region, registering victories multiple times dur-
ing bypolls and local body elections.

From Telangana movemenT To THe  
FirsT assembly elecTion

the daily guardian review
friday |  30 sep tember 2022
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Congress, otherwise a dwindling force in the state, is also gearing up for the 2023 Assembly elections.

poliTical cHUrn

MuNugODE: PACESETTER 
fOR TELANgANA 2023?

The aftermath of the 2018 Tel-
angana Assembly Election saw 
the Telangana movement wane, 

as compared to  the previous election 
in undivided Andhra Pradesh. Since 
then, current Telangana Chief Min-
ister and Telangana Rashtra Samithi 
(TRS) Chief K. Chandrasekhar Rao 
(KCR) has reflected on his aspirations 
for a rising role in national politics. Of 
late, KCR, as he is popularly known, 
has been working on bringing reforms 

and displaying the Telangana model of 
development. While this has garnered 
immense media coverage and high-
lighted his acute showmanship, the 
political vacuum created by a weak In-
dian National Congress (INC) coupled 
with the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)’s 
aspirations to open another flank in 
south India, have changed the political 
dynamics of the state. 

from two parties that dominated 
politics in Telangana in the first few 
years of its formation, the electoral fab-
ric of the state has witnessed the rise of 
several players, most notably the BJP. 
Each party, new and old, has been at-
tempting to establish its unique vote 

base, at times by poaching leaders from 
across the aisle, and otherwise making 
attempts to reach out to groups which 
are socially well-known and have large 
numbers. With the 2023 Assembly 
elections, the second in the state, less 
than a year away, politics in Telangana 
is churning. This was evident during 
the Munugode Assembly bypolls re-
cently, an event which at another time 
would not have gathered enough steam 
to warrant attention. Several political 
analysts are calling the bypolls to the 
assembly both a pacesetter and a 
unique platform for all major parties to 
display their strength before the state 
elections next year.

Damini mehta

Source: Wikimedia commonS

Telangana Chief Minister and TRS chief K. Chandrashekhar Rao remains the most influential leader in the state.

bJp repeaTing HUzUrabad in mUnUgode
To the BJP, the Munugode bypolls open an opportunity to re-
peat its victory in Huzurabad 10 months ago. The Huzurabad 
Assembly constituency, a TRS stronghold since 2004, was 
represented by rebel Eatala Rajender for four terms between 
2009 and 2021. The bypoll in November 2021 was a result of 
Rajender’s resignation and move to the BJP. The party man-
aged to win the election by riding on Rajender’s popularity, 
winning by a margin of nearly 24,000 votes. Through this, 
the BJP dealt a strong blow to the TRS in its stronghold and 
relegated the INC to third position. The INC candidate lost 
the deposit, having failed to secure  more than one-sixth of 
the valid votes polled in the constituency, a huge fall from 

2018 when the party won upwards of 61,000 votes from 
Huzurabad. 

By banking on Congress rebel Rajgopal Reddy’s popularity 
at the local level and bringing key central leaders such as Amit 
Shah to campaign for him, the BJP is looking to repeat its 
Huzurabad victory. The party’s fortunes received a boost after 
Huzurbad and a staggering performance in the 2020 greater 
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation elections, both of which 
are helping it build an anti-TRS narrative for Munugode and 
2023 Assembly elections. A victory in the Munugode by-
election will add another feather to the party’s electoral cap 
in the state, with several victories in local elections since 2014. 
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Komatireddy Raj Gopal Reddy resigned from Telangana Congress to join the BJP.

The Munugode elections are crucial for the TRS and KCR. 
They are pulling all stops to repeat a third victory in the 
state in 2023, despite being in the thick of challenges at mul-
tiple fronts - anti-incumbency since 2014, a rising BJP, and 
rebellion in local party units. However, the party’s position 
in the state remains strong. It received a boost as 12 of INC’s 
19 MLAs joined the TRS months after the 2018 elections. 
Coming closer to 2023, the Nagarjuna Sagar by-elections in 
2021 have helped bring the mojo back for the ruling party as 
it retained the seat with 18,000 plus votes, a feat it aims to 
repeat in Munugode. 

For the Congress, retaining Munugode is a matter of pres-
tige, even if it’s a huge challenge. Raja Gopal’s desertion, un-
der whose leadership in the constituency the party won a 
whopping 49.7 percent of the vote share in 2018, is a huge 
loss. The local election will set the tone for the party’s 2023 
campaign but a return to power in the constituency, let 
alone the state, will be no easy task. 

While the BJP has faced multiple setbacks since 2014 from 
Rajasthan to West Bengal and Punjab, it is looking to make 

new forays in south India, a bastion of regional parties,  
largely unaffected by its Hindutva brand of politics. How-
ever, its retention of Goa and a comeback in Karnataka give 
it hope. Its attention on Telangana to open a second account 
in south India may show some results, boosted by multi-
ple victories and unexpected performances in several local 
elections in the state. 

Contributing reports by Shubhangi 
Jain, Yuvraaj Singh Rahal, Junior 
Research Associates at Polstrat, 
Ishani Garg, Meherein Singh Kalsey, 
Mihikaa Singal, Saimanikanta Thota, 
Sankalp Mishra, Interns at Polstrat.

Trial run for 2023 ElEcTions

Source: Wikimedia commonS

Backward classes are likely to play a fundamental role in the 2023 Telangana Assembly elections.

ThE MunugodE challEngE
The impending Munugode by-elections have highlighted in-
ternal fault lines in the two main parties—TRS and INC—and 
reflect the changing face of state politics in the run up to next 
year’s election. The INC’s local unit is in chaos. The bypoll 
was necessitated due to the resignation and subsequent shift 
of its incumbent MLA Komatireddy Rajgopal Reddy to the 
BJP. For a party which had a strong presence in Nalgonda 
district, where Munugode falls, the INC is facing increasing 
pressure owing to local Lok Sabha Member of Parliament 
(MP) and Rajgopal’s brother Komatireddy Venkat Reddy’s 
rebellion. The latter has openly defied the party by refusing 
to attend a meeting by national Congress leader Priyanka 
Gandhi and opening a fight with Telangana Congress Chief A 
Revanth Reddy. The MP has also threatened to not campaign 
for the party in the local polls, a key development in the light 
of the attention the provincial election has received with the 
appearance of major central leaders on the campaign trail 
for other parties. 

Venkata Reddy’s defiance is not the only challenge for the 
state Congress. Telangana Pradesh Congress Committee 
(TPCC) Chief  A Revanth Reddy’s style of functioning and 
management of the state unit have been called into question 
by several leaders. Moreover, the party has witnessed an in-
creasing spate of desertions as more than half of the party’s 

sarpanches and mandal-level representatives in Munugode 
have quit to join the TRS in the past few months. In the state, 
the party is likely to witness external pressures apart from 
internal tensions. In addition to this, the rise of the BJP has 
created a direct challenge to the INC’s vote bank in the state, 
converting the 2023 election into an uphill battle for the flail-
ing party. 

For the TRS, the road ahead in the constituency might not 
be as smooth. With a party government in the state and suc-
cessful implementation of several schemes and programmes 
in the past few years, the TRS had a clear upper hand that it 
failed to bank on so far, at least in Nalgonda. The party has 
not announced an MLA candidate yet amidst rising clamour 
from within to give the ticket to an Other Backward Class 
(OBC) candidate, a community that forms 80 per cent of the 
electorate. Local party leaders have opposed the nomination 
of former MLA K Prabhakar Reddy for the seat with some lo-
cal leaders quitting the TRS to join the BJP in protest against 
his candidacy. According to them, Reddy has lost people’s 
confidence and was inaccessible to the people and the local 
cadre during his previous tenure as MLA. The party is find-
ing it difficult to nominate another candidate for the elec-
tion, fitting the sweet spot of caste politics and internal party 
dimension.  
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MENDIRATTA BOOKS SPOT FOR PARIS OLYMPICS

Bhowneesh Mendiratta 
claimed India’s first Paris 
Olympics quota spot in 
shooting on debut at the 
ISSF Shotgun World Cham-
pionships taking place in 
Osijek, Croatia. Mendiratta 
claimed 4th place in overall 
in the men’s Trap final.

Mendiratta won his rank-
ing round with an almost 
perfect score of 24/25, which 
enabled him to qualify for 
the medal match and ulti-
mately a spot in the Paris 
2024 team. His only previ-
ous senior competition was 
at the Changwon, Korea, 
World Cup, where he took 
home a silver medal this 

year. This is his first senior 
World Championship debut.

USA’s Derrick Scott Mein 
came through a nerve-
wracking ranking match 
shoot-off before going on 
to clinch men’s trap gold on 
Wednesday (28 Septem-
ber) at the 2022 ISSF World 
Championships Shotgun in 
Osijek, Croatia.

4TH PLACE
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WOMEN’S FOOTBALL

‘HOPEFULLY WE WILL NOT 
REPEAT MISTAKES THAT WERE 
COMMITTED IN LAST MATCH’
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

India U-17 women’s team 
head coach Thomas Denne-
rby is hopeful that his side 
will play compact football 
with utmost discipline when 
they take on Andorra in the 
early hours on Friday.

This is the second match of 
the Indian under-17 team’s 
ongoing exposure tour to 
Spain. They earlier lost to 
Sweden Under-17 side 1-3.

“Andorra will be another 
challenge for us but we will 
be organised and disciplined 
against them,” Dennerby 
said on the eve of the match.

“We have worked on 
pressing in our sessions and 
hopefully we will not repeat 
the mistakes that were com-
mitted in the last match,” the 
Swede said. 

“We have learnt that better 
teams will take advantage 

of our mistakes and score 
at their end, something 
we surely want to rectify,” 
Dennerby further added.

“We have defended well 
against Sweden and created 
more chances than before. If 
we can continue to put the 
same effort, hopefully we 
can win this time. But before 
all this, we definitely want to 
play a quality game”, Denne-
rby said.

The exposure tour to Spain 

has been planned by the All 
India Football Federation as 
part of preparations for the 
upcoming FIFA U-17 Wom-
en’s World Cup slated to kick 
off on October 11 in India.

Dennerby said his team 
did a good job on the pitch 
against Sweden though 
the result wasn’t favour-
able. “We scored in our last 
match and to know that we 
can score against good teams 
is obviously a great feeling. 
We created other chances, 
but couldn’t capitalise.

“We were close enough to 
score more goals and hope-
fully we will take positive 
things from the match and 
work harder against An-
dorra,” the coach said.

The Head coach is aware 
of the challenges in Spain, 
especially the weather which 
is different from India, but 
feels it won’t cause much of 
a problem.

India U-17 women’s team head 
coach Thomas Dennerby.

GRAND EVENT

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Thurs-
day declared the 

36th National Games open 
at Narendra Modi Stadium 
in Ahmedabad. During the 
event, the Prime Minister 
also inaugurated the world-
class “Swarnim Gujarat 
Sports University” in Desar. 
The Prime Minister also ad-
dressed the atheletes from 
across the country who are 
taking part in the National 
Games.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Prime Minister re-
marked that the feeling and 
energy of such a grand event 
are beyond words. More 
than 7000 atheletes, 15000 
participants, 35000 colleg-
es, universities and schools 
and the direct connection of 
more than 50 lakh students 
with the National Games is 
amazing and unprecedent-
ed, he exclaimed. Speaking 
about the uniqueness of the 
stadium, the Prime Minister 
said that while other com-
plexes are limited to only a 
few sports facilities, Sardar 
Patel Sports Complex has 
facilities for many sports like 
Football, Hockey, Basketball, 
Kabaddi, Boxing and Lawn 
Tennis.

“In a way, it is a model for 
the whole country. When 
infrastructure is of this 
standard, the morale of the 
athletes also soars. Urging 
the players who are partici-
pating in the National Games 

to enjoy the Navratri event 
in the state. The festivities 
go beyond the worship of 
Maa Durga and the joyous 
celebrations of Garba take 
place as well. It has its own 
identity,” the Prime Min-
ister added. “The victory 
of the players in the field of 
play, their strong perfor-
mance, also paves the way 
for the victory of the coun-
try in other fields. The soft 
power of sports enhances 
the country’s identity and 
image manifold. I often tell 
my friends related to sports 
- Success starts with action! 
That is, the moment you 
start, the very moment suc-
cess also starts. If you have 
not abandoned the spirit of 
moving, then victory keeps 
chasing you,” he added.

Highlighting the progress 

made in the field of sports, 
the Prime Minister said that 
8 years ago, players from In-
dia used to participate in less 
than a hundred internation-
al events. On the contrary, 
the number of international 
events that players from In-
dia participate in has gone 
up to 300 now.

“8 years ago the players of 
India used to go to play 20-25 
games. Now players from In-
dia go to participate in about 
40 different sports. Number 
of medals as well as India’s 
aura are increasing today”, 
the Prime Minister added.

The Prime Minister point-
ed out that this success was 
possible earlier but sports in 
India was marred by corrup-
tion and nepotism, instead 
of the required profession-
alism.

“We cleaned that and 
raised confidence in the 
youth for their dreams”, he 
said.

Remarking on the new In-
dia that does not believe only 
in mere policy-making, but 
also moves forward in tan-
dem with the youth of the 
nation, the Prime Minister 
pointed out efforts like Fit 
India and Khelo India that 
have become a mass move-
ment.

He further added that the 
sports budget of the country 
has increased by almost 70 
per cent in the last 8 years. 
This has led to more and 
more resources being made 
available to the players 
which help in creating more 
and more opportunities for 
the players.

The Prime Minister re-
marked that sports univer-
sities are being set up in the 
nation, and advanced sports 
infrastructures are being 
erected in every nook and 
corner of the country. Shri 
Modi further added that ef-
forts are also being made 
to make the lives of retired 
players easier. Work is also 
being done in this direction 
so that the new generation 
can benefit from the experi-
ences of the retiring players.

To the players who are 
representing these sports 
here, the Prime Minister 
said “I want to say one thing 
in particular. you on the one 
side, are carrying forward 
the thousands of years old 
tradition, while at the same 
time giving leadership to the 

future of the sports world. In 
the coming time when these 
games will get global recog-
nition, then your name will 
be taken as legends in these 
fields.”

He said, “If you want to win 
the competition, then you 
have to learn to live commit-
ment and continuity.”

Speaking of the sports spir-
it, he pointed out that defeat 
and victory in sports should 
never be considered the fi-
nal outcome. Modi further 
added that the dreams of a 
young country like India can 
be realised if the sports spirit 
becomes a part of your life.

“You have to remember, 
where there is movement, 
there is progress. You have 
to maintain this momentum 
off the ground as well. This 
pace should be the mission of 
your life. I am sure, your vic-
tory in the National Games 
will give the nation a chance 
to celebrate, and will also 
instill new confidence in the 
future” the Prime Minister 
concluded.

National Games are being 
held in the state of Gujarat 
for the very first time. It will 
be organised from Septem-
ber 29 to October 12, 2022. 
Nearly 15,000 sportsper-
sons, coaches, and officials 
from across the country will 
be participating in 36 sports 
disciplines, making it the 
biggest National Games ever. 
The sporting events will 
be organised in six cities of 
Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar, 
Surat, Vadodara, Rajkot and 
Bhavnagar. 
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Spectators enjoy cultural performance at opening ceremony of 36th 
National Games, in Ahmedabad on Thursday. 

36th National Games declared open at 
Narendra Modi Stadium
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Suryakumar Yadav becomes 
India’s leading T20 
run-getter in calendar year

Talented Indian top order 
batter Suryakumar Yadav 
added another feather to his 
illustrious cap as he overtook 
veteran opener, Shikhar 
Dhawan, to score most runs 
for India in the shortest for-
mat in a calendar year.
He reached this landmark 
during India’s first T20i 
of the three-match series 
against South Africa. In 
the match, Suryakumar 
smashed an unbeaten 50 
off 33 balls at a strike rate of 
151.52 on a tricky pitch dur-
ing a chase of 107 runs. His 
knock consisted of five fours 
and three sixes.

This knock has taken his 
run tally in 2022 to 732 runs 
in 21 innings at an average of 
40.66. One century and five 
half-centuries have come 
from his bat. His best indi-
vidual score in the format 
this year is 117.

He has overtaken the tally 
of Shikhar Dhawan’s 689 
runs at an average of 40.52 
in 2018. The left-hander had 
scored six half-centuries in 
18 matches.

Both these batters are fol-
lowed by Virat Kohli (641 

runs in 2016), skipper Rohit 
Sharma (590 in 2018) and 
Rohit once again (497 runs 
in 2016 and 2022).

Suryakumar also is the 
fourth-highest run scorer 
in T20I cricket in a calendar 

year, behind Ireland’s Paul 
Stirling (748 runs in 2019), 
Pakistan skipper Babar 
Azam (939 runs in 2021) and 
number one T20I batter Mo-
hammad Rizwan from Paki-
stan (1,321 runs in 2021).
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Suryakumar Yadav 

NATIONAL GAMES 2022

DOUBLES IN BADMINTON IS A SPECIALISATION: CHIRAG SHETTY

Chirag Shetty along with 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy, 
are one of the most feared 
doubles teams on the global 
badminton circuit. The first 
men’s doubles pair from In-
dia to be ranked in the top-10 
of the BWF World Ranking, 
Shetty and Rankireddy have 
won many laurels for India 
at the international stage 
including Commonwealth 
Games Gold, World Champi-
onship bronze and Thomas 
Cup triumph.
Ahead of the National 
Games 2022, we spoke to 
Chirag Shetty about his ca-
reer so far and the bond that 
he shared with Satwik.
Here are the excerpts:
Q. Satwik and you will represent 
different states and will rather 
team up against each other. Tell 

us about it and how much will 
you miss him?
A.  Definitely. We are used to 
being together for all the in-
terviews. So yeah, I am miss-
ing him. Because, this time 
the focus is national games 
and we are representing our 
respective states.
This is the only time we will 
be competing for different 

States, I think it will be com-
pletely different competing 
against each other because 
usually we are on the same 
side of the court. So yeah, 
this time it will be quite in-
teresting. I am representing 
Maharashtra and he is rep-
resenting Andhra.
Q. Tell us about the camaraderie 
that you and Satwik share.

A. The one that we shared is 
well documented (Giggles). 
I think everybody knows 
how good friends we are on 
and off the court. I think I’ve 
always said that to be really 
good players on court you 
need to have a strong bond-
ing off court as well. And I 
think both of us try to spend 
as much time as possible off 
the court as well to know 
each other better. I think 
that’s one of the reasons 
why we were able to do what 
we’ve done!
Q. Does your friend and relative 
give you advice regarding play-
ing singles? If yes, how do you 
deal with it?
A. Well yeah, I think it’s quite 
a common thing to happen 
in India, especially because 
they keep asking me too. 
“Why you usually only play 
doubles and not play singles, 
because I think you can actu-

ally play singles quite well”. 
But not many people know 
that doubles in badminton is 
a specialisation, and the ones 
who play doubles, they only 
play doubles, whereas the 
ones who play singles, they 
only play singles. And usu-
ally, you wouldn’t see a sin-
gles player playing doubles 
and a doubles player play-
ing singles. So, it’s difficult 
to make them understand. 
But we just usually nod our 
heads and say that, yeah, 
maybe next time we’ll try.
Q. Tell us about the role of Math-
ias Boe in your development and 
Indian badminton as a whole.
A. Since the time he joined 
us, the doubles department 
has done phenomenally well 
starting with the Thomas 
Cup victory followed by the 
Commonwealth Games and 
also the World Champion-
ships. And not just us, but 

even our second pair, Dhruv 
Kapila and Arjun, played a 
quarterfinal. It was the first 
time two Indian players were 
playing in the quarterfinals 
at the World Champion-
ships, and I think it’s re-
markable. It’s all because of 
the efforts that Matthias has 
been putting in for the past 
six months.
Q. What do you think the Gov-
ernment should do to promote 
sports in the country?
A. Well, right now every-
thing is going in the right di-
rection if we talk off sports. 
It has been phenomenal. I 
remember our PM asking 
us after the Olympics to 
spare some time and meet 
young kids of different 
schools near our local areas, 
districts etc and promote fit-
ness and sports there. And 
this is implemented too. So, 
I am satisfied.

Chirag Shetty.
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TAPPED OUT

Ritu Phogat goes 
down to Tiffany Teo 
in One Championship

India’s Ritu Phogat went 
down to local favourite Tif-
fany Teo the ONE Champi-
onship’s ONE 161 via submis-
sion at the Singapore Indoor 
Stadium here on Thursday.
Ritu, making an appearance 
in the championship for the 
first time after her loss to 
Stamp Fairtex on Decem-
ber 3, 2021 did not have the 
best of the nights as she went 
down to Tiffany in the atom-
weight category via submis-
sion with just eight second 
remaining on the clock in the 
first round.

The competitors began the 
bout on a cautious note. It 
was the Singaporean who 

launched the first offence 
as she targeted Ritu leg’s 
with kicks, while the Indian 
landed good overhand rights. 
After the initial back and 
forth action, Tiffany put Ritu 
down on the mat and applied 
the Rear-Naked Choke. Ritu 
did not have much choice 
and eventually tapped out to 
suffer her third career loss.

TDG NETWORK
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Ritu Phogat.

Indian bowling spear-
head Jasprit Bumrah 
is unlikely to travel 

to Australia for the T20 
World Cup starting on Oc-
tober 16th.

Bumrah, who has already 
been ruled out of the ongo-
ing home T20 series against 
South Africa of back injury, 
will have to spend much 
more time on the sidelines 
than what was expected 
before.

While BCCI has not of-
ficially confirmed the de-
cision, it has been learnt 
that Bumrah has picked up 
stress fracture in the back 
and is all but ruled out of 
the mega event Down Un-
der. Bumrah had not trav-
elled with the team for the 
opening T20I against South 
Africa, played at the Green-
field International Stadium 
in Thiruvananthapuram on 
Wednesday.

Bumrah, who had also 
ruled out of the Asia Cup 
2022 due to his back prob-
lem, and was training at the 

National Cricket Academy, 
played the last two T20Is 
against Australia. He was 
far from his best in the se-
ries and in the last match 

of the series gave away 50 
runs in his stipulated four 
overs, which is the most ex-
pensive T20I figures.

Bumrah’s injury comes at 

a crucial time for India and 
will further deplete the 
bowling line-up with Ra-
vindra Jadeja already ruled 
out. With Bumrah likely to 

miss out, it is quite possible 
that Mohd. Shami who was 
named as a standby in the 
World Cup squad will be 
drafted in the main squad.

STRESS FRACTURE
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BUMRAH LIKELY TO BE RULED 
OUT OF T20 WORLD CUP

Indian bowling spearhead Jasprit Bumrah is unlikely to travel to Australia.

BRILLIANT COMEBACK

ARSHDEEP IS COMPLETE PACKAGE: 
REETINDER SINGH SODHI
Arshdeep Singh is currently 
the toast of the nation for 
the way he performed in the 
opening T20I against South 
Africa.

Arshdeep was the pick of 
the bowlers for India and he 
ran through the South Afri-
can top-order to have them 
reeling at 9-5 at one stage. 
He was superb with the new 
ball and his wickets never 
allowed South Africa to get 
back into the match and 
they eventually ended their 
innings at 106-8.

The young Punjab speed-
ster ended the match with 
figures of 3-32 in four overs. 
His performance is being 
applauded by pundits and 
experts including former In-
dian international Reetinder 
Singh Sodhi.

Sodhi hailed the left-arm 
seamer for his performance 
and felt that despite being 
new to international cricket, 
he is performing at a very top 
level which is a great sign for 

Indian cricket.
Talking during a cricket 

special show on India News 
presented by Dafanews, So-
dhi said, “His morale was 
really down post Asia Cup 
but the way he performed in 
this match talks a lot about 

his mentality. He overcame 
all that happened during 
the Asia Cup and made a 
brilliant comeback. He is 
mentally very strong which 
is a sign of a good player.”

“He knew exactly what he 
was doing as we often see 

that when there is pace and 
bounce on the wickets, bowl-
ers tend to pull their length 
back. But he did very well to 
bowl the perfect line on this 
pitch and made the batters 
play on the rise allowing the 
ball to swing,” he added.

Arshdeep was on fire and 
took the wickets of Quinton 
de Kock, Rilee Rossouw and 
David Miller in his very first 
over of the match to break 
the back of the Proteas.

“South African batsmen 
had no clue what the bowl-
ers were doing. They lacked 
technique and they were 
not able to move their feet 
well against the moving 
ball. To play on these kinds 
of tracks, one needs to have 
sound technique and be 
precise with his shot selec-
tion which was nowhere to 
be seen when they were bat-
ting,” Sodhi explained.

Sodhi believes India’s 
bowling department is well 
covered and has the required 
depth to challenge for the 
T20 World Cup in Australia 
later this year.

“This is the kind of bowling 
which is required in Austra-
lia for the T20 World Cup. 
The way Deepak Chahar 
and Arshdeep bowled in the 
match, it shows the options 
and depth in Indian bowling 
attack,” he added.
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Arshdeep Singh.

HOCKEY

‘WOULD AIM TO STOP TEAM FROM 
SCORING EARLY GOALS IN WORLD CUP’

The Indian men’s hockey 
team despite winning the 
silver at the 2022 Com-
monwealth Games had a 
lot to rue for. The manner 
in which they went down 
against Australia was very 
disheartening. 

They were thrashed by 
seven goals and midfielder 
Nilankanta Sharma said 
that they were training hard 
and would aim to stop teams 
from scoring early goals.

“We have been going 
through the video tapes of 
our matches in CWG ever 
since the camp started and 
we have been working to 
make sure that we don’t 
concede any early goals. If 
we start strong, we can go on 
to build on our performance 
throughout the game,” 
Nilakanta said.

“We have to face quite a 
few strong sides in the group 
stage of the FIH Odisha 
Hockey Men’s World Cup 
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela 
2023 and we don’t want 
to end up feeling like we 

haven’t performed our best 
at the end so a good start is 
crucial for a good showing 
on home turf,” he stated. 

India is grouped in pool D 
along with England, Spain 
and Wales and begin their 
campaign in Rourkela where 
they will take on Spain in the 
first game on 13th January 
2023. 

“Our aim at the World Cup 
is to get a medal, no matter 
what. We hope to qualify for 
the knockouts comfortably 
even though we face strong 
teams in the group stage and 
then focus on getting results 
against any team that stands 
in our way. We do have the 
advantage of having played 
most of these teams in the 
FIH Pro League matches 

and we want to take that 
experience onto the pitch 
in Odisha,” he said without 
mincing his words about In-
dia’s chances at the marquee 
event,” he added.

Nilakanta believes there is 
a lot of difference in playing 
FIH Pro League matches 
and World Cup. “Once we 
get to the quarterfinals, you 
cannot help but think, what 
if we lose, but the people in 
Odisha had been very sup-
portive last time around and 
I will count on that support 
to relieve us of any pressure 
during the upcoming World 
Cup. The whole team feels 
that we need to keep the 2-1 
loss against Netherlands 
in the 2018 World Cup in 
mind and perform well, like 
we did in the Olympics and 
Commonwealth Games. We 
don’t want to be participants 
at the World Cup, we want to 
win a medal and we are fo-
cused on that.” 

If he makes it to the World 
Cup squad, Nilakanta will 
become the first from Mani-
pur to play in back-to-back 
World Cups at home. 

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

Midfielder Nilakanta Sharma.


