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Jharkhand CM calls
on Governor, asks
for clarity on EC’s
disqualification opinion

Multilateral efforts

SCO unites against terror,
PM focuses on cooperation
Prime Minister Narendra Modi also pitches for India growth story
saying the country has potential to be a manufacturing hub.
Manish Chand
SAMARKAND

I

n the Eternal City of the
East, the leaders of the
eight-nation Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) unveiled a new narrative of co-prosperity and
co-development, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
pitching for enhancing connectivity and cooperation in
jointly combating terrorism.
In his interventions at the
SCO summit and in bilateral
meetings with the leader of
Russia and Iran, PM Modi
highlighted the scourge of
terrorism afflicting the region.

“PM stressed the need for
combating terrorism. In this
context, he spoke about the
role of RATS (Regional AntiTerrorism Structure), said
the foreign secretary, Vinay
Mohan Kwatra.
The SCO has decided to
work towards developing
a unified list of terrorist organisations in the region, Mr
Kwatra told journalists here.
In his remarks at the SCO
summit, PM Modi also showcased India’s high rate of economic growth and peoplecentric development model
in the presence of the leaders
from 15 countries. “We are
focussing on people-centric
development model. We are

supporting innovation in
every sector. Today there are
more than 70,000 start-ups
and over 100 unicorns in our
country,” PM Modi said on 16
September.
“The world is overcoming
the Covid-19 pandemic. Several disruptions occurred
in the global supply chain
because of the Covid and
Ukraine crisis. We want to
transform India into a manufacturing hub,” PM Modi
said.
As India took over presidency of the SCO from Uzbekistan, PM Modi struck a
confident note on strengthening of the SCO and positioned SCO as an anchor of

stability in the region. “Today, when the whole world
is facing the challenges of
economic recovery after the
pandemic, the role of SCO
becomes very important.
India supports greater cooperation and mutual trust
among SCO members,” said
PM Modi.
The central thrust of PM
Modi’s speech was to highlight the role of SCO in
mitigating unprecedented
energy and food crisis and
in bolstering supply chains
that have been disrupted
by the pandemic and the
Ukraine crisis. “SCO must
make efforts to develop reliable, resilient and diversified

supply chains in our region.
This will require better connectivity, as well as it will be
important that we all give
each other full right to transit,” said PM Modi. The remarks on connectivity were
double-edged and aimed at
Iran and Pakistan.
The showpiece of PM Modi’s visit to Samarkand was
his bilateral meeting with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, with the two leaders
literally singing praises of
each other and India-Russia
friendship. In defiance of
Western pressure and sanctions, the two strategic partners decided to enhance economic and energy ties.

advocating peace

Not an era of war, PM
Modi tells Putin
TDG Network
Samarkand

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday held a bilateral meeting with Russian President Vladimir
Putin on the sidelines of
the SCO summit here and
said “today’s era isn’t of
war” while emphasising
the need to find ways to address the problems of food,
fuel security and fertilizers.
“Today’s era isn’t of war
and I have spoken to you
about it on the call.
Today we’ll get the opportunity to talk about how
can we progress on the
path of peace? India-Russia
has stayed together with
each other for several decades,” the Prime Minister
said.
“We spoke on the phone
several times about IndiaRussia bilateral relations

NEW DELHI: Adani Group
chairman Gautam Adani on
Friday briefly became the world’s
second-richest person after overtaking Louis Vuitton’s Bernard
Arnault, according to Forbes’ Real-Time Billionaires List. Gautam
Adani’s net worth was USD 153.9
billion, compared to Arnault’s net
worth of USD 153.7 billion. Adani
remained just behind business
magnate Elon Musk, according to
Forbes’ data that briefly showed
Adani as number 2. Elon Musk’s
net worth is way higher at USD
273.5 billion.

TDG Network
Samarkand

Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, who is
in Samarkand to attend
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit,
did not respond to question
by an Indian news agency
on Friday related to Jaishe-Muhammad (JeM) chief
Masood Azhar.

Shehbaz Sharif was asked
whether he would take action against the JeM chief, a
UN-designated global terrorist. As the correspondent
posed the question to the
Pakistan Prime Minister
who was going with his
delegation, he chose not to
respond and went ahead.
“Sharif Sahab, please take a
small question, will you
P2

Terror monitoring

MSME backbone
of economy:
Sitharaman

New Delhi: Over 1,000 items
ranging from shawls to sports
items that PM Narendra Modi received as gifts would be auctioned
on Saturday and the proceeds
would be used for the cause of
conserving the holy river Ganga.
PM Modi turns 72 on Saturday.
Ahead of Modi’s birthday, Union
Minister of Culture G Kishan
Reddy along with ministerial
colleagues Meenakshi Lekhi and
Arjun Ram Meghwal shared details of the items to be auctioned.
Addressing a press conference
Reddy said, Our Hon’ble PM, has
paved a new path in the service of
our nation. This year, around 1,222
mementos will be auctioned at
the PM Mementos Auction.

and assured on ensuring
food and energy security.
“I also know that tomorrow is your birthday, dear
friend. According to Russian tradition, we do not
congratulate on birthday
in advance, so I cannot
congratulate you on your
birthday, but I want you to
know that we remember
this, we know and in any
case we wish you all the
best and to the Indian people, India, a country which
has been friendly with us,
we wish prosperity under
your leadership.
“Had a wonderful meeting with President Putin.
We got the opportunity to
discuss furthering IndiaRussia cooperation in sectors such as trade, energy,
defence and more. We also
discussed other bilateral
and global issues,” Modi
later tweeted.

Pakistan PM Shehbaz
silent on JeM chief

Gautam Adani
briefly becomes
2nd richest man

Gifts received by
PM to be auctioned
on Saturday

and also on various issues.
We should find ways to address the problems of food,
fuel security and fertilizers.
I want to thank Russia &
Ukraine for helping us to
evacuate our students from
Ukraine,” he added.
In the meeting, PM recalled his 22-year friendship with him and depth
of India-Russia friendship
that is known to the international community.
In his remarks, the Russian President said that he
knows about India’s position and concerns regarding the Ukraine conflict. “I
know about your position
on Ukraine’s conflict and
your concerns. We want
all of this to end as soon as
possible. We will keep you
abreast of what is happening there,” Putin said.
Putin also wished Modi
on the eve of his birthday

Nothing to say

top of the day

Mumbai: Calling the micro, small
and medium enterprises (MSME)
sector as the “backbone of Indian
economy”, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Friday said
many new avenues had opened up
for these businesses in the postCovid era of which they should
take advantage. “As we step into
the post-Covid-19 era, we have
many new avenues opened up
for the MSME businesses. MSME
sector is the backbone of Indian
economy and government is
taking concrete steps to uplift and
empower the sector,” Sitharaman said.
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Nadal, Serena,
Sachin pay
tribute to
Roger Federer
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Even friendly
nations consider
us as beggars: pak
PM Shehbaz Sharif

Summit in sync
Prime Minister Narendra Modi poses for a group picture with Chinese President Xi Jinping,
Russian President Vladimir Putin, Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif, Uzbekistan President
Shavkat Mirziyoyev and other leaders at the 22nd Meeting of the Council Heads of State
of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), in Samarkand on Friday. ANi
Waqf Board corruption

BJP’S new face in Punjab

AAP MLA Amanatullah Khan
arrested; cash, illegal
pistols recovered from aide
TDG Network
New Delhi

Aam Aadmi Party MLA Amanatullah Khan was arrested
by Anti-Corruption Bureau
on Friday in connection with
the Delhi Waqf Board corruption case on the basis of the
recovery of incriminating
material and evidence against
him during the searches conducted today.
Searches were conducted
on four locations related to
the AAP MLA and his business partner. A weapon was
found at one of the locations.
It is learnt that he could not
show any license of the recov-

ered arms (Breta Pistol).
The searches were also
conducted at the location of
his partner Hamid Ali Khan
Masood Usman at Gafoor
Nagar. Cash worth Rs 12
lakhs were also recovered,
according to the ACB.
Earlier today, the ACB had
summoned Khan in connection with the case which
pertains to financial misappropriation and other irregularities in the functioning of
the Delhi Waqf Board.
According to the officials, a
total of Rs 24 lakh in cash was
recovered along with two illegal weapons.
P2

Captain Amrinder Singh’s
party to be merged with
BJP on Monday
Taruni Gandhi
Chandigarh

Former Punjab Chief Minister Captain Amarinder
Singh will join BJP in the
presence of BJP President
J.P. Nadda and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah in New
Delhi on Monday, 19 September. He will also merge his
party Punjab Lok Congress
(PLC) with BJP.
Along with Captain, six
former Punjab ministers,
his son Raninder Singh,
daughter Jaiinder Kaur and
grandson Nirwan Singh will

also join the BJP. Meanwhile,
preparations are also underway for the reorganization of
the Punjab BJP, in which it is
believed that Captain Amarinder Singh will be the main
face of BJP Punjab and it is
speculated that the party will
contest the next elections on
its own under his leadership.
There has been buzz of
a possible merger of PLC
with BJP for the last two
months. The work was in
progress in the background.
Captain met the Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently
followed by Union Home

Minister Amit Shah and
BJP President J.P. Nadda.
Meanwhile, the BJP high
command took a decision
to announce new Punjab
BJP executive in September.
The Captain’s meetings with
the PM, Home Minister, and
BJP president had practically
sealed the merger.
The speculation was also
that Captain Amarinder
would be sent as Governor in
state. However, as now PLC
is merging with BJP, political
observers say Captain is likely to get a position in Union
P2

India, France to
tighten grip on AFPAKbased terrorists
T. BRAJESH
New Delhi

In what comes as a big diplomatic triumph for New Delhi,
France will work more closely with India to deal with terrorism emanating from the soil of Pakistan and Afghanistan.
Top diplomatic sources told The Daily Guardian that the
French government has assured India that it will “go extra
mile to keep a close eye on the terror funding activities in the
AfPak region, and share the inputs with Paris-based FinanP2
cial Action Task Force (FATF)

Unprecedented

Cheetahs from Namibia
to be released in dense
forest on Saturday
TDG Network
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will release cheetahs
in Kuno National Park in
Madhya Pradesh’s Sheopur
on Saturday reintroducing
the rare species in the country after almost 70 years.

Cheetahs are being brought
in the country from Namibia
through a special chartered
cargo plane Boeing 747 which
will land in India on Saturday morning, coinciding the
Prime Minister’s birthday.
Cheetah Project Chief and
Member Secretary National
P2
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Business as usual

forward looking

No decision yet on Pakistan’s
participation in next SCO
summit: Bilawal Bhutto on
India’s chairmanship in 2023
tdg network
Samarkand

Samarkand [Uzbekistan],
September 16 (ANI): Pakistan Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said on
Friday that no decision had
been taken about Islamabad’s participation in the
next Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) summit
that will be chaired by India
in 2023.
“There is no decision yet
on Pakistan’s participation
in the next SCO summit,”
Bhutto, who is in Samarkand to attend the SCO
summit chaired by Uzbekistan this year, said while
speaking to ANI. India will
take over as the chair of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) next year
from Uzbekistan, which is
hosting the ongoing summit.
While Pakistan remained
non-committal, China has
congratulated India as it
is set to host the SCO summit next year. During a
meeting of the expanded
circle of the Heads of SCO
in Samarkand, Chinese
President Xi Jinping congratulated India for the SCO
Presidency next year in 2023.
“I congratulate India for
hosting the SCO next
year,” Chinese President

Xi Jinping said in a statement during the summit.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is among the top world
leaders who are presently in
Samarkand and has held
meetings with leaders of
several important countries.
While addressing the leaders at the 22nd Summit of
the Council of Heads of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization Member States
(SCO-CoHS), Modi said that
India is set to take an initiative for a new SCO working
group on traditional medicines.
The SCO Summit usually
has 2 sessions - a restricted
session, only for the SCO
member states, and then an
extended session which includes participation by observers and special invitees.
The SCO Member States,
Observers, Special Guests
of the Chair and representatives from regional organisations come together for
a meeting in the expanded
format.
Notably, this is the first
in-person SCO Summit
after the Covid pandemic
hit the world. The last
in-person SCO Heads of
State Summit was held
in Bishkek in June 2019.
The SCO currently comprises eight Member States
(China, India, Kazakhstan,

Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan), four Observer States
interested in acceding to full
membership (Afghanistan,
Belarus, Iran, and Mongolia) and six “Dialogue Partners” (Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Cambodia, Nepal, Sri Lanka
and Turkey).
The Shanghai Five, formed
in 1996, became the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) in 2001 with the
inclusion of Uzbekistan.
With India and Pakistan entering the grouping in 2017
and the decision to admit
Tehran as a full member
in 2021, SCO became one
of the largest multilateral
organisations, accounting
for nearly 30 per cent of the
global GDP and 40 per cent
of the world’s population.
SCO has potential in various new sectors, wherein
all the member-states could
find converging interests.
India has already pushed
hard for cooperation in
Startups and Innovation,
Science and Technology and
Traditional Medicine.
From the time of its full
membership, India made
sincere efforts to encourage
peace, prosperity, and stability of the whole Eurasian
region in general and SCO
member countries in particular.

TDG Network
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has a packed schedule
on his birthday on September 17 and he will deliver
important speeches at four
diverse events related to
wildlife and environment,
women empowerment,
skills and youth development and next-generation
infrastructure.
PM Modi will visit Madhya Pradesh on Saturday
morning and will release
cheetahs in Kuno National
Park. He will then participate in a self-help group
sammelan with women
SHG members community resource persons

a t K a r a h a l , S h e o p u r.
The Prime Minister will
also address students at the
first-ever convocation of
students from ITIs on the
occasion of Vishwakarma
Jayanti. Around 40 lakh
students will join this programme.
In the evening, he will
launch National Logistics
Policy and speak at the occasion.
The release of wild Cheetahs by the Prime Minister
in Kuno National Park is
part of his efforts to revitalise and diversify India’s
wildlife and its habitat.
The cheetah was declared extinct from India
in 1952. The Cheetahs that
would be released are from

Namibia and have been
brought under an MoU
signed earlier this year.
The introduction of Cheetah
in India is being done under
Project Cheetah, which is
world’s first inter-continental large wild carnivore
translocation project.
Cheetahs will help in the
restoration of open forest
and grassland ecosystems
in India.
This will help conserve
biodiversity and enhance
the ecosystem services like
water security, carbon sequestration and soil moisture conservation, benefiting the society at large.
This effort, in line with the
Prime Minister’s commitment towards environment

AAP MLA Amanatullah Khan
arrested; cash, illegal pistols
recovered from aide
“In Delhi
Waqf
Board corruption
case, Anti-Corruption Branch
conducted raids at various
places related to Delhi AAP
MLA Amanatullah Khan and
his business partners.
A total of Rs 24 lakh in cash,
2 illegal arms and ammuni-

Cheetahs from Namibia to be
released in dense forest on
Saturday
companied by three more
biologists and all these people
will come by chartered flight,
special wooden kits have
been used to bring Cheetah
which is made according to
the international standards,
which has the facility of air
movement,” he said.
Cheetah Project Chief further said that the charter
flight with Cheetah is likely
to depart from Namibia by
today evening and will land
in India tomorrow.
Talking about the Cheetahs, he said, “Cheetah is
said to be the fastest animal.
It runs at a speed of 100-120
km per hour. The habitat
that has been selected in
Kuno is very beautiful and
ideal, where there are large
grasslands, small hills, and
forests and it is very suitable
for cheetahs. Heavy security
arrangements have been
made in Kuno National Park.
Arrangements have been
done to prevent poaching
activities,” he said.
“Radio collar has been installed in all the cheetahs

illegal recruitment. Further,
it is alleged that as Chairman
of Delhi Waqf Board Amanatullah Khan has rented
out a number of properties
of Delhi Waqf Board illegally
with allegations of corruption
and favouritism. Further, it
has been alleged that he has
misappropriated the funds of
the Delhi Waqf Board com-

side the residence of Amanatullah Khan, the search
team consisting of an ACP
was attacked by the relatives
and other known persons of
Amanatullah Khan and they
also caused obstruction in
the discharge of Govt. duty
to ACB officers,” it said.
Accordingly, two FIRs have
been registered by Anti-

New Delhi: Aam Aadmi Party came out in defence of MLA Amanatullah Khan who was arrested by the Delhi Anti-Corruption Bureau on Friday in connection with the Delhi Waqf Board
corruption case, and said that he was arrested in a “baseless and outright fake” case. The
ACB arrested the AAP MLA after it conducted raids at four locations related to Khan and his
business partner, from where cash and weapons were recovered. Hitting back, AAP called
the arrest a “new conspiracy” to implicate the MLA and “defame the Aam Aadmi Party”. “Aam
Aadmi Party MLA Amanatullah Khan has been arrested in a baseless and outright fake case.
Nothing was found from his residence or office during the raid. This is a new conspiracy to
implicate the MLA in a false case and defame the Aam Aadmi Party,” said the party.

and will be monitored
through satellite. Apart
from this, there will be a
dedicated monitoring team
behind each cheetah who
will keep monitoring location
for 24 hours,” Yadav added.
Under the ambitious project of the Indian government-Project Cheetah- the
reintroduction of wild
species particularly cheetah is being undertaken
as per the International
Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) guidelines.
India has a long history of
wildlife conservation.
One of the most successful
wildlife conservation ventures ‘Project Tiger’ which
was initiated way back in
1972, has not only contributed to the conservation of
tigers but also to the entire
ecosystem. In continuation
of this, the reintroduction of
Cheetah which we have lost
recently is one step ahead
and a milestone in the history of wildlife conservation
in India.

on how the terror organisations like Jaish-e-Mohammed and Lashkar-e-Toiba
are rearing their heads from
Afghanistan as well, due to
which the threat of terror activities is looming large. The
terrorists are being financed
by the state actors in Pakistan, which is what needs to
be brought to the knowledge
of FATF, the French Foreign
Minister was told.
According to sources, Colonna assured that France
will further step up coop-

Pakistan PM Shehbaz
silent on JeM chief
take a question on Masood Azhar, will
you take action against him?” the correspondent
asked.
Sharif’s security personnel also sought to dissuade the journalist from asking the question. “I think it’s
enough, please,” one of them was heard as saying.
Pakistan has been on (Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
grey list since 2018. Pakistan’s record on the flow of funds
into terrorist activities has been under sustained scrutiny
by FATF.
Media reports said that Pakistan had sent a letter to Taliban-ruled Afghanistan days ahead of an inspection by the
monitors from FATF seeking the arrest of Masood Azhar.
Pakistan and Afghanistan are engaged in a fresh diplomatic spat over the JeM chief.
On Wednesday, Talibani spokesman Zabiullah Mujahid
denied that Azhar was in Afghanistan, and said he is, in fact,
in Pakistan, as per Tolo News.
“The leader of the Jaesh-e-Mohammad group is not here
in Afghanistan. This is an organization which could be in
Pakistan. Anyway, he is not in Afghanistan and we have not
been asked anything like this. We have heard about it in the
news. Our reaction is that this is not true,” he said.
The FATF-APG delegation visited Pakistan from August
29 to September 2 to verify the country’s compliance with
a 34-point action plan committed with FATF at the highest
level.

Captain Amrinder
Singh’s party to be
merged with BJP
on Monday
Amanatullah Khan

tion were recovered from
two of his associates, earlier
today,” said the ACB officials.
According to an official
statement, Khan while
working as Chairman of
Delhi Waqf Board illegally
recruited 32 persons violating all norms and Government guidelines and with
allegations of corruption and
favouritism.
“The then CEO of Delhi
Waqf Board had clearly given a statement and issued a
memorandum against such

prising grants in aid from
Delhi Government,” it said.
The statement further said
that four locations were
searched based on the inputs
received while questioning
and on the basis of information developed by the AntiCorruption Branch.
“From these locations,
around Rs 24 Lakhs cash has
been recovered and 2 illegal
and unlicensed weapons and
cartridges and ammunition
were also recovered. Also, at
one of the locations i.e. out-

Corruption Branch, Delhi in
South-East District pertaining to the recovery of illegal
weapons and one FIR relating to manhandling of the
Police party by relatives of
Amanatullah Khan.
“From the questioning of
Amanatullah Khan and on
the basis of incriminating
material and evidence against
him and from the recovery
during the searches conducted today i.e. on September 16,
Amanatullah Khan has been
arrested in the case,” it added.

India, France to tighten grip on AFPAK-based terrorists
gion figured prominently in
the conversations between
Jaishankar and Colonna,
with France offering full
support to India in getting
Pak based terrorists sanctioned by the UNSC 1267
committee,” sources told
TDG. Jaishankar and NSA
Ajit Doval shared substantial information with Colonna on terror infrastructure
being patronised by Pakistan army and intelligence
agency ISI, sources said.
Colonna was also briefed

Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTG) skilling centres
under PM Kaushal Vikas
Yojana.
DAY-NRLM aims at mobilising rural poor households into SHGs in a phased
manner and provide them
long-term support to diversify their livelihoods,
improve their incomes and
quality of life.
The Mission is also working towards empowering
the women SHG members
through awareness generation and behaviour change
communication on issues
like domestic violence,
women’s education and
other gender-related concerns, nutrition, sanitation
and health.

BJP’S new face in Punjab

Terror monitoring

for tough
action against the
forces involved
in these acts.”
French Foreign Minister
Catherine Colonna, who
was recently on a three-day
visit to India, discussed the
threat of terrorism from
Pakistan and Afghanistan
during bilateral talks with
External Affairs Minister
(EAM) S Jaishankar and
(NSA) National Security Advisor Ajit Doval. “Terrorism
emanating from Af-Pak re-

protection and wildlife
conservation, will also lead
to enhanced livelihood opportunities for the local
community through ecodevelopment and ecotourism activities.
Prime Minister will participate in the SHG Sammelan
being organised at Karahal,
Sheopur. The event will
witness the attendance of
thousands of women Self
Help Group (SHG) members/community resource
persons that are being promoted under the Deendayal
Antyodaya Yojana-National
Rural Livelihoods Mission
(DAY-NRLM).
During the programme,
Prime Minister will also inaugurate four Particularly

Nothing to say

Waqf Board corruption

AAP says ‘baseless, fake’ cases

Unprecedented

Tiger Cons e r vat i o n Authority (NTCA)
SP Yadav said the
Prime Minister will release
two cheetahs from enclosure
number one and after that
about 70 meters away, which
is the second enclosure PM
will release another cheetah.
The remaining cheetahs will
be released in their respective quarantine areas made
for them.
Yadav also said, “We are
bringing cheetahs by a special chartered cargo plane
Boeing -747. This is a bigger
plane and will come directly
to India without refuelling
and that is why we selected
this aircraft. This is a dedicated aircraft and it will have
eight cheetahs. Along with
crew members, in addition to
our officers and some veterinary doctors, wildlife experts,
cheetah experts and our three
Indian scientists, doctors and
officers will be onboard in the
plane from Namibia.”
“Laurie Marker, who is a
cheetah expert, will be ac-

Packed schedule on birthday,
PM Modi to attend four events

eration and coordination
with India on counter-terror
front. France will also work
more closely with India
on intelligence sharing related to terror activities in
Afghanistan and Pakistan,
sources added. In fact, India
and France are already sharing intelligence on terrorism,
but the same needs to be enhanced and more networks
of different countries need
to be roped in.“The French
government’s focus is on exchanging information about

money being used to fund
terror activities. So, more
inputs need to be shared on
the terror financing activities.”
Another round of meeting between Colonna and
Jaishankar will take place
later this month in New
York where the EAM will
go to attend the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA). Top sources in the
Ministry of External Affairs
told this newspaper that the
foreign ministers of India

and France will fine-tune
the strategy to work together to intensify the joint
campaign against Pakistan
and Afghanistan-based terror infrastructure at United
Nations. It is important to
note here that France is set
to cosponsor a proposal by
India before the UNSC for
sanctions against terrorists
belonging to JeM. If passed,
Mohiuddin Aurangzeb
Alamgir and Ali Kashif Jan
would be designated as global terrorists.

Ministry
and ultimately
the responsibility
of BJP in Punjab.
Punjab BJP does not have
any strong leader at its disposal, who can lead the party
to power. The BJP high command believes that the farmers’ agitation has caused a lot
of damage to the BJP in the
state, leading to a demoralised cadre base. Many BJP
workers even left the party
then. Earlier, the replacement of Vijay Sampla and
the appointment of Ashwini
Sharma as the president also
caused a split in the state unit
and many senior leaders distanced themselves from the
party.
The 25-year alliance with
the Akali Dal has also
harmed the BJP in Punjab.
The BJP remained depended
on Akali, leading to a shrink-

Captain Amrinder Singh

ing base of support. The party remained confined to the
cities, and failed to reach rural areas, where BJP suffered
losses due to the fragmanted
Hindu and Dalit votes.
Captain contested the elections in alliance with the BJP
by forming his own party
during the 2022 assembly
elections. Although the
Captain could not even save
his seat due to the AAP wave,
the BJP high command is
seeing the Captain’s entry
into the party as an important opportunity for him too.
In fact, during the reorganization of the state unit, it also
made a strategy to connect
well-known Sikh faces with
the party. The Captain, who
has been synonymous with
the Congress in Punjab for a
long time, could prove to be
the most important face for
the BJP.
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Too many hats
in the ring

Just a week before the
opposition conclave in
Haryana, the Janata Dal
(Secular) threw a spanner into on the question
of PMship . Speculation
about who would lead
the “united” opposition
was rife when Telengana Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao
met JD(S) leader H.D.
Kumarswamy. It was
made clear by Kumarswamy that their party
intends to portray KCR
as a national leader.
Recently, KCR called
on Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar and
political circles were
discussing the potential
national leadership and
it was evident that Nitish
Kumar would be the
obvious choice. However, H.D. Kumarswamy
sang a different tune. He
told his party associates
that he has assured
cooperation for the Telengana Rashtra Samiti
President’s endeavour
to become the “voice of
the people and farmers
nationally.” The former
Karnataka Chief Minister met Rao in Hyderabad last week, the day
on which he announced
that he would launch a
national party following
more discussions with a
cross-section of society.

When to
retire?

Following the Bar Council of India’s resolution to
raise the retirement age
of the Supreme Court
and High Court judges,
the law ministry has
given serious consideration to the possibility. The tenure of the
current Chief Justice of
India, Uday Umesh Lalit,
ends on 8 November. He
is one of the shortestserving judges on the
Supreme Court. The
Bar Council resolution
says, “There should be
an immediate amendment to the constitution
to ensure the retirement
age of judges of the high
courts to be increased
from 62 to 65 years, and
that of the Supreme
Court’s judges to 67
years.” The benefit of
that might accrue to
current judges if the
Union administration
accepts that suggestion. As it requires a
constitutional amendment, whether the
government can bring
an ordinance to ensure
the extension of the current CJI is a matter of
consultation. The winter
session may begin in the
latter half of November.
Can the government
postpone the winter
session of Parliament
until after 8 November
in order to accommodate the passage of
an amendment bill to
extend the retirement
age of judges, which is
being discussed in the
corridor of power?

guidance

Mother seeks permission
to terminate pregnancy
of minor daughter
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A

mother has knocked
on the doors of the
Delhi High Court
seeking medical termination
of pregnancy for her unmarried and minor daughter aged
16 years and 4 months, who
is carrying a single ongoing
live pregnancy of 17 weeks
and 5 days as per ultrasound
scan. The said pregnancy has
arisen from a consensual and
close relationship.
The bench of Chief Justice
Subramonium Prasad, comprising Justice Subramonium
Prasad, sought the response
of all respondents and fixed
the matter for hearing on
September 20, 2022. The plea
stated that no government or

nation

private hospital is terminating the said pregnancy without reporting the matter as
per the mandate of section 19
(1) POCSO, but the petitioner,
being the mother and legal
guardian of her minor daughter, wants termination of the
ongoing pregnancy without
reporting the said matter, ensuing social stigma, ostracization, and harassment.
Advocate Amit Mishra appeared for the petitioner's
mother and stated that the
daughter also doesn't want to
continue the said pregnancy
as she is not physically and
mentally prepared to raise
this child and continuing the
pregnancy would cause immense injury to her physical
and mental health.
Even though the petitioner

is very poor and uneducated
to raise this child, she has a
total of five children, and the
husband of the petitioner is
no more. The petitioner does
the household work and has
a very meagre income to raise
her family, the plea states.
In such circumstances, continuing the ongoing pregnancy for the daughter petitioner
would cause immense mental
agony and physical suffering,
not only for the daughter but
for the whole family, said the
plea.
Advocate Amit Mishra also
submitted that Section 3 (2)
(a) (i) of the MTP Act permits
the termination of a pregnancy up to 20 weeks if the
registered medical practitioner is of the opinion, formed
in good faith.

in karnataka

Amit Shah to chair key A day after Legislative Council
BJP core meeting during passes anti-conversion bill,
2-day visit to Telangana BJP-Cong slug it out
TDG Network
New Delhi

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will be on a two-day visit to
Telangana, where state leaders will apprise him of the kind of
support that the Bharatiya Janata Party is getting in the state
during a crucial core group meeting in Hyderabad.
Sources said that on Saturday, Shah will meet the top leaders of
the state, including state party Chief Bandi Sanjay, several party
MPs, and key office bearers from the state. Union Minister G
Kishan Reddy and Telangana BJP in-charge and party general
secretary Tarun Chugh will also be part of this meeting.
Sources added that in the meeting, Shah will discuss with the
state leaders the kind of support that the party is getting on the
ground and how to build on it. He will also provide guidance to
the state unit on strengthening the organisation in the coming
months. The first and most immediate task for the BJP in Telangana will be the preparation for the high-profile bye-election
to the Munugode constituency. Last month, Komatireddy Raj
Gopal Reddy, the sitting MLA from the seat, resigned from the
Congress and joined the BJP in the presence of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.
While Gopal Reddy is certain to get the BJP ticket for the bypoll, it is interesting that it is a high-profile poll for which the
Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) and Congress so far have been
adopting a wait-and-watch policy.

TDG Network
bengaluru

A day after the Karnataka
Legislative Council passed
the anti-conversion bill,
opposition Congress leaders attacked the ruling BJP,
claiming the legislation was a
"political gimmick" brought
in to divert attention from issues like unemployment and
inflation.
The Congress had staged a
walkout from the Legislative
Council as it passed the Protection of Rights to Freedom
of Religion Bill, 2021, which
was passed by the state Legislative Assembly in December
last year. "To do such a thing
is not allowed in the Constitution. The biggest conversion
in Karnataka happens in the
Lingayat community. This is
a political gimmick that the

discussion

HC grants
Centre time to
reply on PM
Cares fund
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Friday granted more time
to file a response to petitions seeking to declare the
PM CARES Fund a "State"
under the Constitution. The
petitioner has also sought
direction to restrain PM
CARES FUND from using
Prime Minister of India or
Prime Minister, including
its abbreviations, in its name
and on its website.
The bench of Justice Satish
Chander Sharma and Justice Subramonium Prasad
on Friday noted the submissions of Counsel for the
Centre Government seeking
more time to file a response
in the matter. The bench,
while granting more time,
deferred the matter to January 31, 2023, for the next
hearing.
Earlier, the same bench had
shown displeasure to the
Central Government over
an affidavit filed in the 'PM
Cares Fund' matter of one
page having no whisper of
what the petitioner is arguing in court and said, "The issue is not so simple. We want
an extensive reply."
The bench expressed its
surprise over a one-page affidavit in PM Cares Fund
and said on a "serious issue"
where a petition raises the
question of whether it is a
state under Article 12 of the
Constitution or not.
The bench had asked the
Centre to file a detailed affidavit in this regard and also
said the court would look
into it and every point in
the matter. This matter will
undoubtedly travel to the
Supreme Court, and we will
have to give a detailed judgement dealing with all the issues raised.
The Court was hearing
petitions filed by Samyak
Gangwal, who sought to declare the PM CARES Fund a
"State" under the Constitution.
Meanwhile, the petitioner
has also sought direction to
restrain "PM Cares Fund"
from using Prime Minister
of India or Prime Minister,
including its abbreviations,
in its name and on its website.
Senior Advocate Shyam
Divan, appearing for the petitioner, earlier argued that
PM Cares is using the Govt
of India portal, the national
emblem is also on its left side.
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media is also publicising. It
is a political strategy of the
BJP-RSS to humiliate some
(segment of the ) population
and target a particular community. Freedom of religion is
a constitutional right and everyone has it. You cannot stop
someone from converting. As
a government, you are there to
protect the Constitution and
give protection to all the people in society," NA Hassan, a
Congress MLA, told the press.
Another Congress MLA
from Shivajinagar, Rizwan
Arshad, also expressed his
dismay, saying it was a bull
brought in to please the RSS.
"It is a political bill, brought
in to please their Sangh Parivar bosses and to divert attention from the 40% commission, joblessness, inflation,
and price rise and hide their
inefficiencies," Arshad said.
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RULE OF LAW

CRIME

NORTHEAST DELHI RIOTS: FIVE ACCUSED Snatching on rise
in the national capital
DISCHARGED IN ARSON CASE
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A

Delhi court hearing
North East Delhi
riot cases released
four people accused of torching a shop during the February 2020 riots.
The court discharged the
accused persons after perusing the photograph of
the shop, which suggested
no sign of fire. Additional

Sessions Judge Pulastya
Pramachala on Wednesday
discharged the accused Ujer,
Jitender, Irshad, and Gulfam
of the offence of burning a
tailor shop during the riots.
“As per the statement given
by Manzoor Ali and other
witnesses, the shop of Manzoor Ali was damaged and
looted and was set on fire
by the mob. However, on perusal of the photographs of
the shop, the same does not

POLICY

In a significant move, the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs has yet again revised
the threshold limit for paidup capital of “small companies.” Earlier, the definition
of “small companies” under
the Companies Act, 2013
was revised by increasing
their thresholds for paid-up
capital from “not exceeding
Rs 50 lakh” to “not exceeding Rs 2 crore” and turnover
from “not exceeding Rs 2
crore” to “not exceeding
Rs 20 crore.” This definition has, now, been further
revised by increasing such
thresholds for paid-up capital from “not exceeding Rs.
2 crores” to “not exceeding
Rs. 4 crores” and turnover

of several other incidents
of arson taking place in the
area.
“However, the court has to
be sure about the case for the
offence under Section 436
(causing mischief by fire or
explosive substance with intent to destroy a house) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC), and
when from the photographs
of the shop in question, it becomes clear that there was
no fire in this shop, the court

cannot be blindly guided
by ocular evidence of the
complainant and other witnesses,” the Court observed.
“Hence, I find that a charge
for the offence punishable
under Section 436 of the IPC
is not made out against any
accused persons in this case.
“Accordingly, all the accused
persons are discharged for
the offence under Section
436 IPC,” the Additional
Sessions Judge said.

MEDTECH

GOVT REVISES THRESHOLD FOR
PAID UP CAPITAL OF SMALL
COMPANIES
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

show any sign of fire,” Judge
Pramachala noted while
hearing the case.
This case pertains to an
FIR registered on a complaint filed by Manzoor Ali
in Police Station Bhajanpura,
Delhi, in February 2020. Notably, Ali was running a tailor shop. The court said that
it is possible that witnesses
would have given their oral
statements in a general manner and with inflow because

from “not exceeding Rs. 20
crores” to “not exceeding Rs.
40 crores.”
This initiative is part of
the government’s proactive measures in the recent
past towards ease of doing
business and ease of living
for the corporates. These
include decriminalisation
of various provisions of
the Companies Act, 2013,
and the LLP Act, 2008; extending fast-track mergers
to start-ups; incentivizing
the incorporation of oneperson companies (OPCs);
etc.
Small businesses represent the entrepreneurial
aspirations and innovation
capabilities of millions of
citizens, and they make a
significant contribution to
growth and employment.

5-year-old undergoes en-bloc kidney
transplant at AIIMS
TDG NETWORK
AYODHYA

A 5-year-old boy has become
the youngest Indian to undergo en-bloc kidney transplant surgery in the country
at the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS).
The donor of a 5-year-old
was a 16-month-old boy who
was declared brain dead at
AIIMS, and his organs were
donated to save the lives of
others.
“The recipient, a 5-yearold boy with 13 kg of body
weight, was suffering from
an autoimmune disease that
affected both his kidneys.
He had been on haemodialysis for a long time due to
chronic kidney failure,” said
Dr Manjunath Maruti Pol,
Additional Professor, Department of Surgery, AIIMS.

“Surgery is technically
challenging in children due
to small-calibre vessels that
are prone to blockage (a.k.a.
thrombosis), leading to graft
kidney failure that ceases to
function. A small length of
donor ureter and an underdeveloped urinary bladder:
An anastomosis performed
under tension would break
down, leading to leakage.
Additionally, there is difficulty in getting small-sized
stents and three-way catheters, as they are not readily available in the market.
“Incidentally, if haematuria
(blood in the urine) occurs,
it will lead to blockage of the
two-way catheter and anastomosis leakage,” said Dr.
Manjunath while explaining
the challenges and complications of such surgeries.
He further said there is a

very narrow window for
error in these en bloc transplant surgeries involving
anastomosis of vessels in
children.
“As the blood volume in
children is minimal, the
paediatric patient would not
tolerate a blood loss of more
than 20 percent of their
blood volume (e.g., it was approximately equal to 300 ml
in this child). Furthermore,
a delay in revascularization
would lead to an increase in
cold ischaemia and warm
ischaemia time, resulting in
graft dysfunction.
Diuresis after surgery can
cause electrolyte disturbances, which can lead to
seizures, altered sensorium,
and other complications in
such surgeries involving
anastomosis of vessels in
children.

TANMAYA DAS, BADAR BASHIR
& ANMOL NATH BALI
NEW DELHI

In recent months the national capital has witnessed
a steep rise in snatching
cases. According to the
data compiled by Delhi
Police, there is an increase
of 12.5% in snatching incidents this year. In the first
six months of 2022, the city
has reported 5,024 snatching incidents, taking out an
average of over 25 incidents
every day.
Currently, snatchers are
booked under IPC Section
379 (theft) and Section 356
(use of criminal force). The
maximum punishment under these provisions goes up
to three years and two years
Last year, Delhi Police’s
legal cell moved a proposal
to create special sections in
the Indian Penal code for
snatching and bring an antisnatching law but, the Delhi
government has not forwarded it to the LG for his
approval.
With the coming of this
provision, a snatcher could
be imprisoned for 5 years to
10 years.
In recent years outer Delhi
has become notorious for
crimes related to snatching.
With a dense population of
9,00,000 people, Mangolpuri is regarded as one of the
crime centres in the national
capital.
Several cases of vehicle
theft, murders, and rapes
are reported in this area.

Apart from Mangolpuri,
Paschim Vihar is also reported to be highly unsafe
as several incidents of chain
snatching were reported.
Sources in Delhi Police told
The Daily Guardian (TDG),
“Anyone with a purse, a
phone, or chains is targeted
by snatchers. These crimes
are more likely to occur in
parts of Mangolpuri, Pirari
Chowk, and some areas of
Paschim Vihar.”
On September 4, Delhi
Police arrested Ajay also
known as Gainda, 35 years
old criminal who is a notorious snatcher. According to
police, he is involved in 180
criminal cases.
A police team from the Raj
Park police station recovered a country-made pistol,
23 psychotropic injections
and other narcotic substances from the criminal.
On the same day, a CCTV
video on social media was
doing rounds in which a girl
from Tikri was seen giving
a tough fight to a snatcher, while he was trying to
snatch, her phone.
This case was reported in
Badarpur Police station and
a case under IPC sections
379 (theft), 356 (assault during an attempt to commit
theft), and 511 (punishment
for offences without express
provision) were filed.
According to sources in
Delhi Police, Dwarka reported 234 cases in 2021 and 327
in 2022.
TDG spoke with a senior
police officer in Dwarka

about the reasons behind
the increase in snatching
cases.
“One of the major reasons
is open roads and multiple
access to these roads, which
make people vulnerable to
these crimes. Police Station
Dwarka North has reported
many cases of snatching and
our team is working hard to
control this menace,” said
a senior Police officer from
Dwarka.
A Senior Delhi Police officer further explained to
TDG about the endeavours
of Police, “Delhi Police is still
trying to figure out the exact
locations and peak period
when these incidents often
occur.
However, we are creating more public awareness
about safety and security.”
“Currently, we are using applications and technology to
track the hotspots and time,
when a crime like this occurs,” he added.
The cops have increased
their patrolling and special
focus is laid on vulnerable
locations, which are dark
and open for criminals to
escape.
Usually, women are the
prime target of snatchers but
various cases are reported
where men became the victim of snatching.
Snatching is seen as the
first step toward other serious crimes. Unemployed,
illiterate, school drop-outs
and drug addicts are often
seen indulged in crimes like
this.
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top of the day
Earthquake of
4.8 magnitude
hits Leh’s Alchi
LEH: An earthquake of
magnitude 4.8 on the
Richter scale occurred
189 km north of Leh’s
Alchi, said the National
Center for Seismology on
Friday. The earthquake
occurred at 4:19 am with a
depth of 10 km below the
ground. “An earthquake of
magnitude 4.8 occurred
189 km north of Leh’s
Alchi. The depth of the
earthquake was 10 km
below the ground,” NSE
said in a tweet. Earlier
last week, an earthquake
of magnitude 3.5 on the
Richter scale occurred
62 km east-northeast
of Katra in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Centre
upgrades
Manjinder
Singh Sirsa’s
security
NEW DELHI: The
Central government
has upgraded Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leader
Manjinder Singh Sirsa’s
‘Z’ category Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) security from
three states to across
India, sources said on
Friday. Earlier, the CRPF
had been providing ‘Z’
category security to
Sirsa in Haryana, Punjab
and Delhi only. The
Union Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) took the
decision to upgrade
Sirsa’s security based on
recent inputs of threat
perception to the BJP
leader.

2 Indigo
staffers
apprehended
for aiding gold
smuggling
KOZHIKODE: The customs department arrested
two officials of IndiGo
Airlines for allegedly helping in gold smuggling at
Kozhikode International
Airport (Karipur airport)
on Thursday. The accused
have been identified as
Sajid Rehman, a senior
executive, and Mohammad Samil, a customer
service agent. It has been
reported that the accused
were arrested for helping
in smuggling 4.9 kg of gold
from abroad worth Rs 2.5
crore. The gold was found
in the baggage of a passenger who left it at the
airport and fled. Several
incidents of gold smuggling have been reported
from airports across the
country.

National CME to
be organized In
PGIMER
CHANDIGARH: The
National CME on “FIRST
EPISODE PSYCHOSIS:
A WAKE-UP CALL FOR
INDIAN PSYCHIATRISTS”is
going to be conducted by the
Department of Psychiatry,
PGIMER, Chandigarh on the
occasion of its 59th Foundation Day on 17th September
2022. The programme will
be inaugurated by the Dean
(Academics), Dr. Rakesh
Sehgal, PGIMER. Along
with this, Prof. N. N. Wig
Oration was delivered by
Dr. R. Thara on the theme,
Agony and Ecstasy-40
years of care and research.
This oration described the
efforts in research and care
programmes.
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confusion

Jharkhand CM calls on Governor, asks for
clarity on EC’s disqualification opinion
TDG NETWORK
RANCHI

J

harkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren
on Thursday called on
Governor Ramesh Bais and
urged him to clear confusion
prevailing in the state over
his continuation as an MLA
in an office of profit case.
The Chief Minister also
submitted a letter demanding a copy of the Election
Commission’s opinion in the
office of profit case against
him. Last week, the EC had
also sent its opinion to the
Jharkhand Governor regarding the disqualification
of Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM) MLA and Chief Minister’s brother Basant Soren
from the state Assembly under Section 9A of the Repre-

sentation of People Act, 1951.
In a letter, Soren alleged
that due to the spread of
news by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) selected leak
from the Governor’s office,
a confusing and misleading
situation has been created
in the state government and
public, which is not good for
people and the state.
“As the constitutional
head of the state, it is expected that you will play an
important role in protecting the Constitution and
democracy. As the head of a
democratically elected government, the undersigned
is committed to the observance of the Constitution
and the rule of law,” said
Soren.
“Therefore, the undersigned requests you to pro-

CM Hemant Soren

vide a copy of the decision
of the Election Commission
and an opportunity for a
reasonable hearing at the
earliest so that the atmosphere of uncertainty, which
is dangerous for healthy democracy, can be removed
soon,” he added.
Notably, a political crisis
emerged in Jharkhand after
a petition by the BJP sought

loss of life

As many as three people
died after the roof of a kutcha house collapsed due to
heavy rainfall in Kantha
village in Uttar Pradesh on
Thursday night.
According to the police,
the incident happened on
Thursday night at around
3 a.m., when four family
members were sleeping inside the kutcha house, and
due to heavy rainfall in the
area, it collapsed. The incident killed two sons; Ankit,
20 years old, and Ankush,
4 years old, and one daughter, Unnati, 6 years old.
Their mother, who was
also sleeping in the room,
has suffered injuries. “As
per the provisions, the pucca house will be made for
them, shelter and food will
be given till the new house
is made. A relief of Rs 4
lakh per child will also be
provided,” said Ajit Jaiswal, Sub-Divisional Magistrate (SDM).
Meanwhile, nine people
have died and as many as
two have been injured after a wall collapsed in Lucknow due to heavy rainfall

in the area in the last 24
hours.
All the injured in the accident were rushed to Civil
Hospital for treatment,
where doctors informed
them that their condition
was stable.
“Several ambulances
were sent to the spot and
all the bodies were brought
here at different times.
Nine were brought dead to
us while two injured were
brought as well. Those injured are stable,” said Dr
Anand Ojha, Director of
Lucknow Civil Hospital.
After the incident, Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath took cognizance of the accident and
expressed his condolences
to the bereaved families of
the dead.
Instructions were given
to give relief amounts
to all the dead from the
disaster relief fund.
CM Yogi has also been instructed to release a relief
amount of Rs 4 lakh to the
families of the deceased
people. He also instructed
proper treatment of all the
injured.
Meanwhile, the city has
been witnessing water log-

ging problems in many
parts of the city due to
heavy rainfall. Commissioner Roshan Jacob inspected waterlogging issues after heavy rain lashed
the city.
The district administration issued an alert that
there is a possibility of
heavy rains till September
17.
“In view of this, all the
people should take full precaution. Beware of old, dilapidated buildings. Leave
it outside when it is absolutely necessary. Avoid going to crowded and traffic
jam areas. Stay away from
open sewers, electric wires
and poles.”
The district administration asked people to contact
the Lucknow Municipal
Corporation Control Room
for any civic problems like
water logging, tree fall etc.
The administration advised people to drink
boiled drinking water and
get bleaching powder and
chlorine tablets from the
nearest health centre.
The administration directed all government hospitals, including PHC and
CHC, to be on high alert.

better connectivity

Gadkari lays foundation
stone of 7 NH projects worth
Rs 1128 cr in Gwalior
TDG NETWORK
GWALIOR

Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister for Road Transport and
Highways, on Thursday
inaugurated and laid the
foundation stone of seven
national highway projects
with a total length of 222 km
in Gwalior worth Rs 1,128
crore.
“These projects will facilitate the movement of saving
fuel. Better connectivity will
be provided to take electrical
transformers, spices, chanderi silk, and tribal art across
the country. Tourism will be
encouraged, employment
will be created, due to which
the Chambal region will develop and the state will be
prosperous,” the Ministry
of Road Transport and Highways said in a statement.
The Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, Union Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar,

Soren’s disqualification
from the Assembly in an office of profit case.
The BJP has sought the
disqualification of Soren as
an MLA. Meanwhile, Chief
Minister Hemant Soren on
September 5 won the trust
vote in the State Assembly.
In February this year, the
BJP submitted a memorandum to the state Governor
Ramesh Bais seeking the
disqualification of Soren
from the House under Section 9(A) of the Representation of the People’s Act.
The Governor had forwarded the BJP complaint
to the ECI and the poll panel
in May had issued a notice
to the Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha ( JMM) leader.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Hemant Soren won the trust

vote in the State Assembly
and slammed the Bharatiya
Janta Party (BJP) for creating an atmosphere of civil
war and riots with the aim
of winning polls.
“The manner in which obstacles are presented to our
government,” Soren said in
the Assembly. “Three of our
MLAs are in Bengal. The
onus of poaching (of MLAs
in Bengal lies with Assam
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma. They don’t
cooperate with the police going to those states to probe
this.”
He further said that the
conspiracy of the BJP will
not succeed as long as the
United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government is
here in the state (governing
the state).

amnesty scheme

Rainfall lashes UP: 9 dead after
wall collapse in Lucknow,
3 dead in Unnao
TDG NETWORK
LUCKNOW
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Union Minister Nitin Gadkari

Jyotiraditya Scindia, Ministers of Madhya Pradesh
and all MPs-MLAs were
present there during the inauguration. The statement
further said that these projects would facilitate traffic
through bypass construction
in Mihona, Lahar, Daboh,
and Bhander.
“The famous Sanchi Stupa, Chanderi, and Shivpuri
tourist places will be easily accessible. There will

be better connectivity between Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.
Also, inter-state movement
between Bhopal, Gwalior,
and Jhansi districts will be
smooth. With the completion of the four-lane bridge
from Maharani Laxmibai
statue to IIITM on the
Swarnrekha river in Gwalior, it will be easy to move
from one end of the city to
the other,” it read.

Delhi police arrests
member of Neeraj
Bawana gang
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police on Friday arrested one member of the
Neeraj Bawania Gang and recovered bulletproof cars along
with arms from his possession. “Outer-North district Police
has arrested a member of the Neeraj Bawania gang. A bulletproof Scorpio and SUV along with a huge quantity of arms
and cartridges have been recovered,” Devesh Kumar Mahla,
Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP), Outer North Delhi
said. According to the DCP, the accused was trying to execute
some crime, and the National Investigation Agency (NIA) will
interrogate him on the matter.

next gen warriors

Army launches month
long pre-recruitment
training for Agnipath
aspirants in J-K

J-K government pardons
electricity bills of
households
TDG NETWORK
JAMMU

The Government of Jammu
and Kashmir announced an
amnesty scheme for domestic electricity consumers in
which the interest incurred
due to non-payment of electricity bills on time is waived
off along with the penalty.
The electricity sector in
Jammu and Kashmir is suffering from many problems,
among which non-payment
of monthly electricity bills
for years creates a massive
difference in expenses and
income.
Non-payment also includes
large commercial houses,
institutions, factories, and
business units.
Despite being in deficit
in terms of revenue, the
government has recently
announced an amnesty
scheme for domestic electricity consumers in which
the interest incurred due to
non-payment of electricity
bills on time is waived as well

as a penalty. The charges that
were to be taken are also
waived.
Moreover, this decision has
brought a lot of relief to the
domestic consumers, but
this is the last chance given
to the consumers. The outstanding principal amount
accrued after deducting
100% interest/surcharge
until March 31, 2022, will be
paid in a maximum of twelve
months. Failure to do so will
invite penalty and legal action under the Electricity
Act 2010, in addition to the
recovery of compound interest on outstanding dues.
Meanwhile, the business
community is also demanding that they be given such a
relaxation in paying electricity rent. People say that the
one-time ‘amnesty’ facility
should be extended to all sections but with the condition
that bills are paid on time in
the future so that the power
sector does not face a financial crisis due to electricity
consumption.

‘sewa karyakram’

Amit Shah to kick off
Hyderabad Liberation
Day celebrations
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah will kick off Hyderabad
Liberation Day celebrations
on Saturday and distribute
equipment to Divyangs in a
“Sewa karyakram” organised
in Hyderabad on the occasion
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s birthday.
For his day-long visit to
Hyderabad, the Home Minister will leave the national
capital this evening and arrive at Hyderabad Airport
by 9:30 pm. The Minister
will attend the Hyderabad
Liberation Day celebrations
on Saturday at 8 a.m. at Parade Ground in Hyderabad.
In 1948, the first Home Minister of India, Sardar Vallabh
Bhai Patel, unfurled the Tricolour after Hyderabad merged
with the Indian Union.
Now, 75 years later, Home
Minister Amit Shah will
hoist the national flag and
kick off Hyderabad Liberation celebrations as we
shed the vestiges of our colonial past and baggage.
The erstwhile princely state
of Hyderabad, which was
under the Nizam’s rule, was

annexed into the Union of India following a military action
codenamed “Operation Polo”,
which culminated on September 17, 1948.
In another event named
“Sewa karyakram” on PM
Modi’s birthday, the Home
Minister will take part in the
distribution of equipment to
the Divyangs as well as the
distribution of toilet cleaning machines in government
schools and community hostels at around 1.30 pm at the
Classic function hall in Hyderabad.
The Home Minister will also
interact with Divyangs. As
PM Modi will turn 72 this
week, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has announced
it will organise various programmes under “Seva Pakhwada” across the country
from September 17 to October
2 to mark his birthday tomorrow. PM Modi was born on
September 17, 1950, in Vadnagar, a small and nondescript town in North Gujarat’s
Mehsana district.
Later in the day, the Home
Minister will take part in the
wreath-laying ceremony at
the Shaheed Smarak at the
National Police Academy.

Army personnel training youths.
TDG NETWORK
UDHAMPUR

The Army has started a
month-long pre-recruitment training for youths
intending to join the armed
forces under the Agnipath scheme in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Udhampur district.
This is the first time the
Army has organised pre-recruitment training in Panchari Tehsil of Udhampur
district. The training programme is being conducted
by the Rashtriya Rifles
(RR) for the duration of one
month.
Over 90 youths from Panchari Tehsil and surrounding villages of the Udhampur district are attending
the training.
The programme includes
physical training classes,
running, push-ups, crunches, and other exercises.
Classes are also being conducted to prepare the aspirants for the written examination.
“We are thankful to the
Indian Army for organising a pre-recruitment training programme for youth
who hail from the far-flung
and remote corner of the
district of Udhampur,” said
Ashfak Ahamed, an aspirant from Ladha village.
Ahamed said that the
Army is providing them
with all the facilities that
are needed in preparation for the recruitment.
He also appealed to the
youth to join the Indian
Army to serve the nation
and protect the country.
“The Indian Army is helping us with physical training classes, running, pushups, crunches, and other
exercises, and classes are
also being conducted to prepare for the written test,”
Ahamed added.
Another aspirant, Ashok
Kumar, from Galiote village,
said that the Army is providing free training to the
Agnipath aspirants.
“Before this, the Army
never came to villages to
train us. We have no idea
how to prepare for the
armed forces examinations.
The Army is now teaching
us everything from physi-

cal training to written exams. They are proving to
be physical training classes,
with running, push-ups,
crunches, and other exercises. Aspirants from farflung areas have come here
for the training and they
are working very hard,” he
added.
“We are from the backward area of the district and
we wanted to join the Indian
Army. But we had no facility
for training and classes. But
now the Army is helping us
and we are very thankful
to them. Four to five youths
from every panchayat and
village are here to take
training. The Army is proving us with the best training and education,” said
Ravinder Khajuria from
Village Kultyar Bala. The
Union Cabinet on June 14
approved a recruitment
scheme for Indian youth to
serve in the three services
of the Armed Forces called
Agnipath. The youth selected under this scheme will be
known as ‘Agniveers’.
The Agnipath scheme
allows patriotic and motivated youth to serve in the
Armed Forces for a period
of four years. The Agnipath
scheme has been designed
to enable a youthful profile
of the Armed Forces.
“Agnipath” is a pan-India
merit-based recruitment
scheme for enrolling soldiers, airmen, and sailors.
The scheme provides an opportunity for young people
to serve in the regular cadre
of the armed forces. All
those recruited under the
‘Agnipath’ scheme will be
called ‘Agniveers’.
After four years, only 25
per cent of the Agniveers
will be retained or re-enlisted in the regular cadre
based on merit, willingness,
and medical fitness. The
Agnipath scheme has been
introduced to strengthen
India’s security, the government has said. The remaining 75% of ‘Agniveers’ will
be demobilized, with an
exit or “Seva Nidhi” package
worth Rs 11-12 lakh, funded
in part by their monthly
contributions, as well as
skill certificates and bank
loans to help them transition into new careers.
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TOP OF THE DAY
FIRE BREAKS OUT
AT CHEMICAL
FACTORY IN
GUJARAT

VALSAD: A fire broke
out in a chemical factory
situated in the Vapi GIDC
area of Valsad in Gujarat
on Friday. According to
the recent information,
in a Chemical factory
located in Vapi area of
Valsad was seen burning
up because of some
unknown reasons. Fire
brigade rushed to the
spot after which the
fire was brought under
control.

TWO DIE AFTER
IRON SHEETS FELL
ON THEM FROM
RUNNING LORRY

THRISSUR: Two people
lost their lives on Friday
after the iron sheets
fell out from a running
trailer lorry in Punnayurkulam village of
Kerala’s Thrissur. The
deceased have been
identified as Muhammadali (75) and Shaji (age
between 45-55 years).
According to the Vadakkekkad police, the
incident occurred while
one of the deceased was
standing at a bus stop
and the other one was
riding a scooter. The
police has registered a
First Information Report
(FIR) in the matter. More
details are awaited.

MAHARASHTRA
GOVT FORMS
TASK FORCE TO
CONTROL LUMPY
SKIN DISEASE

MUMBAI: Maharashtra
government has formed
a state-level task force
to control lumpy skin
disease in the state.
The 12-member task
force will be led by the
Commissioner of Animal
Husbandry, Pune. The
animal husbandry
department has issued
a Government Resolution about the same. The
task force is authorised
to hold meetings with
the Animal Husbandry
department’s officials
of affected districts
and representatives of
vaccine producers for
Lumpy skin disease.

4 HELD FOR
DUPING
UNEMPLOYED
YOUTHS

TIRUPATI: The Andhra
Pradesh police have
arrested four people
for allegedly deceiving
unemployed youths
by promising jobs at
the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanam (TTD)
through Karunya
appointments. The
police have registered
a case against all four
accused, identified as
Ganta Balakrishna, Jada
Sivakrishna, Kinnera
Hemant, and Putlur
Venkataratnam after
they were taken into
custody. “According to
the victim’s complaints,
a case of cheating has
been registered and
the investigation has
been carried out. It has
been found that around
16 unemployed people
were cheated by issuing
fake certificates,” said
Muniramayya, Assistant
Superintendent of Police
(ASP), Tirupati.
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BHARAT JODO YATRA

SHOPKEEPER THREATENED BY
CONGRESS WORKERS IN KERALA
TDG NETWORK
KOLLAM

A

vegetable shopkeeper was allegedly threatened by
Congress workers in Kollam for not contributing
Rs 2,000 towards the collection of funds for Bharat
Jodo Yatra.
S Fawaz, a vegetable
shopkeeper in Kollam alleged that Congress workers damaged the weighing
machine of the shop and
destroyed vegetables. He
further alleged that the
Congress workers created
chaos and attacked the staff
of the shop.
“A group of Congress
workers reached the shop
and asked for donations for
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’. I gave
Rs 500 but they demanded
Rs 2,000. They damaged
weighing machines and
threw away vegetables.
They also used abusive
language and attacked the
staff,” Fawaz said.

Congress workers in Kerala.

CONGRESS SUSPENDS 3 PARTY WORKERS
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Kerala Congress on Friday
suspended three party workers for allegedly threatening
a vegetable shopkeeper in Kollam for not paying Rs 2,000
in fund collection for ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’. “Three party
workers involved in an unacceptable incident in Kollam
have been suspended with immediate effect. They do not
represent our ideology and such behaviour is inexcusable.
The party is crowdfunding small donations voluntarily
unlike others who get corporate donations,” said Kerala
Congress chief K Sudhakaran in a Twitter post.
Following the incident,
Fawaz filed a complaint at
the Kunnicode police station. A case has been reg-

IN TELANGANA

in 150 days and cover as
many as 12 states. From
Kerala, the Yatra will traverse through the state for
the next 18 days, reaching
Karnataka on September
30. It will be in Karnataka
for 21 days before moving north. The Padyatra
(march) will cover a distance of 25 km every day.
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday said that the spirit of
the Bharat Jodo Yatra is to
bring Indians together irrespective of religion, community and remind them
that this is one country
and it will be successful if
we stand together and are
respectful towards each
other.
According to Congress,
the ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ is
being held to combat the
divisive politics of the BJPled Centre and to awaken
the people of the country to the dangers of economic inequalities, social
polarisation, and political
centralization.

APPEALS DISMISSED

CONGRESS MLA APPEALS
TO REINSTALL AMBEDKAR’S
STATUE AT PUNJAGUTTA

HC upholds life imprisonment
of beedi tycoon for killing guard
TDG NETWORK
KOCHI

TDG NETWORK
HYDERABAD

Senior Congress leader in
Telangana and former Rajya Sabha member V Hanumanth Rao on Friday
appealed the state government to re-install the statue
of BR Ambedkar which was
earlier removed by the municipal authority in 2019 in
Punjagutta.
“In the year 2019, we had
placed a statue of Ambedkar in Punjagutta on April
12 which was removed by
the municipal authority the
very next morning on April
13, 2019. Later a new statue
was also brought which was
again removed and placed in
one of the police stations in
Hyderabad,” the Congress
leader said while praising
the KCR government’s decision to name the state’s new
secretariat in the name of
BR Ambedkar. “You are doing a good job by naming the
secretariat after Ambedkar
and appealing to the central
government to name the new
parliament after his name is
a very good initiative but
you are not allowing to put

istered against Congress
workers under sections
447,427 and 506 of the IPC.
As Congress’ Bharat Jodo

Yatra entered its eighth day,
party leaders led by Rahul
Gandhi started the march
from Kollam on Friday. The
Yatra resumed today after a
one-day break on September 15. The yatra completed
its seventh day on Wednesday which was started from
Navayikkulam in Kerala’s
Thiruvananthapuram.
On the seventh day, Rahul
Gandhi interacted with students at Chathannur in the
Kollam district.
“As we conclude the first
week of Bharat Jodo Yatra
today, with the distance
covered and souls we connected with, our commitment grew stronger, our
goal became clearer, and
our family grew larger.
This is the power of truth;
the power of oneness,” the
Congress said. The Yatra is
in its Kerala leg and would
traverse through the state
for the next 14 days.
The 3,500-km march
from Kanyakumari to
Kashmir will be completed

Senior Congress leader V
Hanumanth Rao.

Ambedkar’s statue in Punjagutta. This issue should be
solved on a priority basis so
that a good message is delivered across the state and the
country,” Hanumath Rao
said.
Reacting on the demand of
Jai Bheem workers and other
organisations, Telangana
CM KCR has requested that
the new parliament building
that is being built in the national capital should be put
in the name of Babasaheb
Ambedkar. “Our demand
was told by the Congress
MLA in the assembly, the
municipal minister has totally agreed and passed a
resolution asking the central
government to put Ambedkar’s name to the new Parliament building,” he added.

The Kerala High Court on
Friday upheld the life imprisonment awarded to the
beedi tycoon Mohammed
Nisham, accused of killing a
security guard in a fit of rage
by ramming his luxury car
in Kerala’s Thrissur, back in
January 2015.
“All appeals stand dismissed,” said a Division
Bench comprising Justice K
Vinod Chandran and Justice
C Jayachandran while considering his appeal. Nisham
was sentenced to life term
by the Thrissur District Sessions Court in January 2016
after he was convicted under
sections 302, 326, 323, 324,
427, 449 and 506(1) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC).
The case pertains to January 29, 2015, when Nisham
was returning from a latenight party to his apartment
in Thrissur in his Hummer
SUV. At that time, Chandrabose, a security guard
was brutally attacked by
Nisham over delay in opening the gate.
Chandrabose was first
mowed down by Nisham.

SEXUAL ASSAULT

GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION

Turmeric Research
Institute to be renamed
after Bal Thackeray
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Maharashtra government
has issued a Government
Resolution for establishing
a Turmeric Research and
Training institute named
after Shiv Sena founder Bal
Thackeray in the Hingoli district of the state.
As per the GR issued by
Animal Husbandry, Dairy
and Fisheries Department
Rs 100 crore will be allotted
for the institute. Also, Rs 10
crore will be allotted in the
current financial year itself
and the remaining amount
of Rs 90 crore will be released in installments in the
coming financial years.
Thackeray, who had been
an influential figure in Maharashtra, began his professional career as a cartoonist
with the English language
daily ‘The Free Press Journal’ in Mumbai, but left it in
1960 to form his own political weekly ‘Marmik’.
His political philosophy
was largely shaped by his
father Keshav Sitaram
Thackeray, a leading figure
in the Samyukta Maharashtra (United Maharashtra)
movement, which advocated
the creation of a separate semantic state.
Through Marmik, Thackeray campaigned against
the growing influence of
non-Marathis in Mumbai. In
1966, Thackeray formed the
Shiv Sena party to fight for

Shiv Sena founder Bal
Thackeray

the interests of Maharashtrians in Mumbai’s political
and professional landscape.
Recently the Shiva Sena
broke unit two fraction--one
led by Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde and
other by party chief Uddhav
Thackeray after the Eknath
Shinde’s camp MLAs rebelled against Uddhav.
Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde on July
4 won the floor test in the
State Assembly on the last
day of the two-day special
session of the House. In the
288-member House, 164
MLAs voted for the motion
of confidence, while 99 voted
against it. Three legislators
abstained from voting, while
Congress’s Ashok Chavan
and Vijay Wadettiwar were
among those absent during
the trust vote. Speaker Rahul Narvekar announced
that the trust vote was carried by a majority vote. After the death of a Shiv Sena
MLA recently, the current
strength of the Assembly is
reduced to 287, thus the majority mark is 144.

HEINOUS CRIME

Kerala High Court on Friday upheld the life imprisonment
awarded to the beedi tycoon Mohammed Nisham.

After ramming the security guard against a wall,
he dumped Chandrabose at
the back of the Hummer and
drove to the parking area of
the apartment complex,
where he further beat Chandrabose with an iron rod.
Nisham further prevented
others from taking the victim to the hospital. Later, the
police rushed Chandrabose
to Amala Hospital in Thrissur where he succumbed
to his injuries on February
16, 2015. Nisham was then
charged with murder.
The trial court while pronouncing the sentence had
asked him to pay damages worth Rs 80 lakh of
which Rs 50 lakh were to
be handed over to the family of Chandrabose. Nisham

is the managing director of
a Tamil Nadu-based King
Beedi Company.
Apart from being a prominent tobacco supplier, he
had businesses ranging from
a hotel in Dubai to jewellery
businesses in the Middle
East and Kerala (King’s
Jewellers in Triprayar,
Thrissur) to the real-estate.
He also owned a fleet of 18
imported cars, including
Bentley, Rolls-Royce, Aston
Martin, Road Ranger, Ferrari and Jaguar. Nisham had
allegedly been involved in 11
cases. Being an undertrial
in the murder case, Nisham
was listed as a goon after the
state police slapped relevant
sections of the Kerala AntiSocial Activities Prevention
Act (KAAPA).

MINOR GIRL ABDUCTED,
RAPED IN MUMBAI, CASE
REGISTERED UNDER POSCO
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

A minor girl was kidnapped from the Wadala
area of Mumbai and was
raped. A case was registered against the accused, informed the police
on Friday.
According to the police, a
case was registered against
the accused under the relevant sections of Indian
Penal Code (IPC) 376, 323,
and 506 and sections of
POSCO, for allegedly kidnapping a minor girl from
the Wadala area of Mumbai and was then taken to
the Kalamboli area of Navi
Mumbai and raped. On
September 5, the victim

girl had left her home for
college and when the victim girl reached Wadala,
the accused brought the
Bolero vehicle and forced
the victim girl into his car
and took her to Pune Expressway where she was
raped. FIR was first registered at Kalamboli Police
Station on the complaint of
the victim girl and then the
matter was transferred to
Matunga Police Station for
investigation, informed the
police.
Meanwhile, on the complaint of the minor girl, the
police started their further
investigation by registering
a case against the accused.
However, the accused is yet
to be caught.

FIRST-OF-KIND

HC UPHOLDS LIFE TERM OF FATHER Karnataka man, Iraqi national
ACCUSED OF RAPING HIS DAUGHTER receive full-arm transplant in Kochi
TDG NETWORK
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Friday upheld the order of
the Thiruvananthapuram
Additional District and
Sessions Court which sentenced a 44-year-old man
to life imprisonment for
the remainder of his natural life for raping his minor
daughter repeatedly.
The development came
on an appeal filed by the
accused which was considered by the Division
Bench of Justice K Vinod
Chandran and Justice C
Jayachandran. The case
pertains to the incident
when a father repeatedly
raped his minor daughter
and even threatened her
with dire consequences.
Earlier, he was charged
under Sections 376 and 377

of the Indian Penal Code,
and for the commission
of aggravated penetrative
sexual assault under the
POCSO Act.
Earlier, the Court had
repealed the punishment
awarded to the accused
under the Protection of
Children Against Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act because of the unavailability
of documents that could
prove the survivor’s age.
During the last hearing,
the Court observed, “in the
conservative, traditionbound, non-permissive
society like that of ours,
none would make a false
accusation of rape, braving ostracism, loss of face,
social stigma and shame.”
By mentioning the laws
existing in the United Kingdom and in India, the Court
observed, “Though at first

blush the law set forth in
both United Kingdom and
India are the same, there
is a semantic difference
in so far as the rule and
the exception; which is a
subtle reflection of the societal conditions in the two
Countries. In India, the testimony of a victim in a rape
case is not akin to that of
an accomplice and carries
more weight, identical to
that of an injured victim.
If the court finds it difficult
to place implicit reliance
on her testimony, evidence
which may lend assurance
to her testimony may be relied upon.”
After considering the arguments from both sides,
the Court made it clear that
it could not find any reason
to interfere with the conviction or sentence imposed
by the lower court.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A patient from Karnataka
and another from Iraq, who
lost both their hands due
to electric shock, have successfully undergone bilateral hand transplants at a
private Hospital in Kochi,
with limbs harvested from
donors who were victims
of fatal road accidents in
Kerala.
The two men, 25-year-old
Amaresh and 29-year-old
Yousif Hasan Saeed Al Zuwaini, hail from different
backgrounds and countries,
but now stand united with
something in common- a
new lease of life and new
hope for the future. Amaresh, a 25-year-old junior
power man working with
Gulbarga Electricity Supply Company (GESCOM)

A patient from Karnataka and another from Iraq have undergone
bilateral hand transplants at a private hospital in Kochi.

in Yadgir, Karnataka, lost
both his hands in an electrical accident some years ago.
He has now got a new pair of
hands in a very complex but
successful hand-transplant
surgery that lasted 18 hours.
Vinod, a 54-year-old man,
whose hands were harvested for transplantation, was
working in the Middle East

and met with a fatal road accident.
On a visit to his native
place in the Kollam district
of Kerala, Vinod met with a
fatal road accident when his
motorcycle collided with a
private bus. Vinod suffered
a serious head injury and
was admitted to the Government Medical College,

Thiruvananthapuram.
Despite the best efforts
of doctors, he could not be
revived and was declared
brain dead on January 4,
2022. Vinod’s family readily
agreed to donate his various
organs, including his hands,
following his death, and that
is when Amaresh’s prayers
for a new pair of hands were
answered.
Amaresh, who is unmarried, suffered a severe injury
in September 2017 due to an
electric shock while repairing a charged electric cable.
His hands sustained multiple fractures and electric
burns. He was rushed to a
hospital where doctors had
to amputate both his hands
to save his life. While the
right hand was amputated
at the elbow, the left hand
had to be severed right at
the shoulder level.
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genuine concern

Will global debt engender a potential upheaval?
opinion
Vipin Malik &
Sankhanath Bandyopadhyay

G

lobally, the everincreasing debt is
generating a concern,
for instance, according to the
Institute of International Finance (IIF) global debt passed
$305 trillion in 2022; mostly
due to China and US. Interestingly, the global debt is
on rise in each year. While
In 2021, global debt reached
a record $303 trillion, in 2020
the amount was $226 trillion.
A primary reason for such a
debt build-up is that Covid-19
and now the war in Ukraine
have pushed global debt to
new highs. One comfortable
factor in this regard is that a
“Debt Service Suspension Initiative (DSSI)” was launched
by Group of Twenty (G-20)
countries in April 2020 to
assist the poorest and most
vulnerable low- and middleincome countries.
Interestingly, China accounted for over half of the
combined aggregate net
inflows to low- and middleincome countries in 2020.
According to the World
Bank data, short-term debt,
of which about a third was
trade related, accounted for
the largest share of China’s
end-2020 external debt stock,
53 percent at end-2020, down
a tad from 57 percent at end2019. Long-term debt was the
fastest-growing component,
rising 22 percent in 2020 to
$1.1 trillion. The major contributor was the $217 billion
in bond issuances by public
and private entities in the
China Interbank Bond Market (CIBM) purchased by
non-residents. Non-resident
participation in China’s onshore bond market has risen
steadily since 2016 when the
market was opened to foreign investors. At end-2020,
Chinese bonds held by non-

residents totaled about $635
billion and accounted for 58
percent of China’s long-term
external debt.
According to the World
Economic Forum, from
2019 to 2020, the aggregate
value of household, private
and non-financial debt in
advanced economies (AEs)
have increased by 33 per
centage points, in China the
same combined value has
increased by 22 per cent, in
emerging market middle
income economies it has increased by 16 per cent, and
in low income developing
countries it has increased by
8 per cent. Intriguingly, the
US is the most heavily indebted country in the world
with total external debt stock
estimated at US$ 23.4 trillion,
constituting 22.6 per cent of
the total global debt at endDecember 2021. Following
the US are the UK (9.5 per
cent), France (7.0 per cent),
Germany (6.7 per cent) and
Japan (4.5 per cent). China
and Brazil were the only
two EMDEs in the list of top
20 most indebted countries.
With the increase of 14.5 per
cent in its level from December 2020, China has moved
its position from 12th to
9th among most indebted
country in December 2021,
whereas Brazil which occupied the 20th position last
year, was on the same position in December 2021. (This
is also highlighted in the “India’s External Debt-A Status
Report” 2021-22, Ministry of
Finance, GoI; pp.56).
An IMF Working Paper
(WP/22/122, June 2022)
by the authors Martinez L,
Francisco Roch, Francisco
Roldan and Jeromin Zettelmeye on “Sovereign Debt”,
has thrown certain interest-

ing questions and analysis.
For instance, in response
to the question of whether
today’s debts in advanced
economies can be repaid
without some combination
of high inflation, financial
repression, or even default
(contradicting the assumption that advanced country
debt is default risk free); the
paper has cited some authors,
such as Olijslagers et al. (2021)
and Jiang et al. (2021), who
have argued that there is
an inconsistency between
today’s high debt levels, primary fiscal balances that are
expected to remain in deficit
far into the future. Further,
according to Mitchener and
Trebesch (2021), there are
four main peaks in emerging market defaults in the
last 200 years: in the 1830s,
the 1880s, the 1930-40s, and
the 1980s. More than half of
emerging market countries
were in default during these
periods. Most of periods
have included many Latin
American countries, but the
1930-40s wave triggered by
the Great Depression was
global, and the 1980s defaults
included many African and
some Asian developing countries. Advanced countries
defaulted less frequently. At
least ten percent of advanced
economies were in default
during and immediately after the Napoleonic wars in the
early 19th century, during a
long period from the 1830s
to the 1870s, and during the
1930s-40s. In 2012, Greece
became the first advanced
country since the 1960s to
undergo a deep debt restructuring.
A latest incident is Sri Lanka debt crisis, whereas the
country has defaulted in May
for the first time in their history. The country confronts
budget and current account
deficits, hyperinflation, a devalued currency, and a massive sovereign debt. The root
of the problem started since
2009, when the then President Mahinda Rajapaksa resorted towards huge foreign
loans to pay for war expenses
and started infrastructure
projects to attract tourism.
Global lenders like China provided debt to serve existing
debt, due to low level of forex
reserves of Sri Lanka. The Sri
Lankan President, instead of
taking attempts to shore up
forex reserves and necessary economic reforms, has
undertaken popular political
policies like tax cuts which
was a disaster. Unfortunately,

for as much as 95.2 per cent.
While NRI deposits declined
by 2.0 per cent to US$ 139.0
billion, commercial borrowings at US $ 209.71 billion
and short-term trade credit
at US$ 117.4 billion rose by
5.7 per cent and 20.5 per
cent, respectively. The nonfinancial corporations were
the largest-borrowers with
an outstanding external debt
estimated at US$ 250.2 billion
as at end- March 2022.
The US dollar denominated debt continued to be the
largest component of India’s
sovereign external debt, with
a share of 34.1 per cent as at
end-March 2022, while the
SDRs emerged as the second
leading currency (31.1 per
cent). India’s gross external
debt service payments were
lower at US$ 41.6 billion in
2021-22 than US$ 49.4 billion

the Covid-19 pandemic has
devasted the tourism industry, and Sri Lanka was not
any exception to this. Further,
the decision to ban chemical
fertilizers in 2021, to make Sri
Lankan farming “all organic”
devasted the tea industry, Sri
Lanka’s main export crop.
In India, at end-March
2022, the external debt stood
at USD 620.7 billion, growing
by 8.2% compared to the previous year. External Debt to
GDP ratio remains at 19.9%,
debt-service ratio at 5.2%
and forex reserves to external debt ratio at 97.8%. The
long-term debt constituted
80.4 per cent of the total,
while the rest of 19.6 per cent
was short-term in maturity.
Short-term debt is incurred
primarily to finance imports.
The sovereign debt at US$
130.7 billion climbed higher

Chart 1: Stock of India’s External Debt (USD billion)

Source: Ministry of Finance, GoI.

Table 1: Debt to GDP ratio during the last five years:
Financial Year
Percent of GDP
2017-18
48.5%
2018-19
49.0%
2019-20
52.4%
2020-21
61.6%
2021-22(Prov.)
58.7%
Table 2: Yearly interest burden of the Government in last
five years and budget estimates (BE) for current FY:
Financial Year

INR in lakh crore

2017-18

5.29

2018-19

5.83

2019-20

6.12

2020-21

6.80

2021-22(prov.)

8.05

2022-23(BE)

9.41

Source: Lok Sabha Unstarred Question.

by 17.1 per cent over its level
a year ago, mainly because of
additional allocation of SDRs
by the IMF during 2021-22,
whereas non-sovereign debt
has increased 6.1 per cent to
US$ 490.0 billion over the
level as at end-March 2021.
Commercial borrowings,
NRI deposits and short-term
trade credit are the three biggest constituents of the nonsovereign debt, accounting

during the previous year, recording a decline of 15.9 per
cent. Among the sources of
debt, commercial borrowings
(CBs) is the dearest with an
implicit interest rate of 4.3 per
cent, followed by NRI deposits (3.3 per cent) and external
assistance (1.2 per cent). The
debt service ratio during
2021-22 declined to 5.2 per
cent from 8.2 per cent during
the previous year due to an

increase in external current
receipts and decrease in debt
service payments. The external debt service payments are
projected to rise to US$ 54.7
billion in 2022-23 and then
reduce to US$ 40.0 billion
in 2023-24.
In FY 2020-21, the Central
Government debt/liabilities
increased by more than 9 per
cent points of GDP, primarily due to Covid-19 pandemic,
that disrupted projections of
government’s public finances
substantially.
Despite, the increase of
yearly interest burden by the
GoI, a cross-country comparison shows that stock of India’s external debt is modest.
On the other hand, among the
Emerging Market and Developing Economies (EMDEs),
India, as at end-December
2021, was the third largest
externally indebted country
following China and Brazil.
Interestingly, recently India has surpassed Britain
to become the fifth largest
economy in the world. A decade ago, India was ranked
11th among the world’s largest economies, while Britain
was at number five. India is
now behind the US, China, Japan, and Germany in terms
of economy. By 2027, India
is expected to become the
4th largest economy in the
world overtaking Germany.
According to the IMF’s World
Economic Outlook (WEO),
from a share of under 1.5% in
global GDP (in current dollars), the Indian economy is
expected to account for more
than 4% of global GDP in
2027. At the current juncture,
we have seen many developed
countries are suffering from
severe challenges like inflation, geopolitical tensions, deglobalization and protectionary measures, energy crisis,
and even certain countries
are not totally immune from
probable economic recession.
In recent times, we have experienced shocks like Covid,
Russia-Ukraine war, global
inflation among others, and
a potential shock stemming
out of the global debt challenge cannot be ruled out.
The challenge for certain
developing countries like
India is to devise strategies to
safeguard from such global
shocks, while maintaining
domestically macroprudential policies.
Vipin Malik is Chairman and
Mentor, Infomerics Ratings.
Sankhanath Bandyopadhyay,
Economist, Infomerics Ratings.

perspective
End of an era

Federer, the
greatest tennis
player of his era,
to finally retire
Although two of his iconic contemporaries, Rafael
Nadal and Novak Djokovic have statistically won
more Grand Slam tournaments than the Swiss Tennis Legend, Roger Federer, the debate over who was
the best amongst them continues in sports circles.
Each of them had a distinct style, nerves of steel
and tenacity required to come out of difficult situations, but Federer, who on Thursday announced
his plans to retire next week, had a magical quality,
which endeared him to the audiences. He would be
at his best at the Wimbledon where it was difficult
to beat him on grass, and would exhibit his emotions openly whenever, he lost a point he should
have won. At the Australian Open, some years ago,
after his loss to Djokovic, he openly cried, unable to
control his emotions. This made him to look more
human than others. Federer had a great dress sense
and was always well turned out, both on the court
as well as in everyday life. He thus was regarded as
a style icon by his fans, many of them would now
miss him. The Grand Slams without him competing would lack the glamour he brought to the game.
Ironically, Federer will be playing his last competitive match in the Laver’s cup in London next week, at
a tournament named after Rod `Rocket’ Laver, considered to be the most phenomenal tennis player of
all times. Although many people doubt that Laver
would have been able to withstand the pressures of
the present age, yet there is no body who can deny
his achievements in another era. Serena Williams,
a 23 times Grand Slam winner and amongst the
most exceptional women players of all times, has
welcomed Federer to the retirement club; she had
announced her retirement during the recently concluded US Open. Serena confessed that she always
looked up to Federer who was an inspiration for everyone who has played the game. The Tennis world
has produced some extraordinary champions, both
men and women. Ken Rosewall and Ivan Lendl were
two of the most gifted players who performed exceptionally well on the Grand Slam circuit, but ended
their career without winning the Wimbledon. Pete
Sampras, John McEnroe, Jimmy Connors, Arthur
Ashe and Andre Agassi, were phenomenal players
from the United States. There was an era where the
Swedes dominated Tennis, thanks to Bjorn Borg,
Stephan Edberg and some others. Roy Emerson,
John Newcombe, Fred Stolle and Tony Roche were
big names from Australia. There have been many
others, Ille Nastase, Jan Kodes, Manuel Santana to
name a few more. Indian too produced many remarkable players, Ramanathan Krishnan, the touch
artist being one of the most talented tennis greats
from the sub-continent, who inspired Premjit Lal,
Jaideep Mukherjee and the Amritraj brothers besides his own son, Ramesh Krishnan to carve out a
name for themselves. Women tennis was dominated
by Billie Jean King, Margaret Court and Mario Bueno
to begin with and later Chris Evert, Martina Navratilova, Steffi Graf, Monica Seles and the William sisters amongst so many others added to the evolution
of the game. Earlier this week, India’s former Tennis
captain, Naresh Kumar passed away. There are so
many memories of Davis Cup matches which India
played, where he was by the side of his younger players. Roger Federer’s retirement has jolted his fans.
However, he shall be always missed. His name shall
always shine in the Tennis Hall of Fame.
Pankaj Vohra

NETIZEN BEHAVIOUR

To tweet or not to tweet, that is the question

Rajesh Talwar

The recent arrest of failed
actor but super successful
YouTuber and critic, Kamal
R Khan, has brought the issue of social media related arrests to the fore once again.
The alleged crime or offending tweets had been made two
years ago in 2020 in connection with a movie starring
Bollywood superstar Akshay
Kumar. KRK’s arrest is only
the latest of a controversial
tweet related arrest and it is
not likely to be the last.
In India the alleged crimes

may come within the definition of obscenity as defined in
the IT Act or, more commonly, promoting enmity between
different groups on grounds
of religion, race, place of birth
etc under Section 153 A of the
Indian Penal Code. In KRK’s
case, he has also been booked
under IPC sections 500 and
502 (defamation), and 505
(public mischief).
The word ‘tweet’ originally
referred to the sound made
by a small bird. In 2013 the
Oxford English dictionary
added the same word with
a new meaning defining it as
‘a posting made on the social
networking site Twitter.’ The
modern version of the ‘tweet’
although mostly innocuous,
like the bird’s tweet, can, in
certain instances, constitute
a crime. A poisonous tweet
can stoke tension between
communities with potentially
devastating consequence. A

small tweet can exacerbate or
even cause a riot. Most of us
would agree, irrespective of
our religious or other affiliation, that it ought to be a serious crime for anyone to tweet
that a particular person be
killed, lynched or beheaded
as the case may be.
Looking at the situation
across the world, in Iran, Russia, China and North Korea,
access to Twitter is banned. In
the United Kingdom sending
a particularly nasty or offensive tweet can be a criminal
offense, and the offending
party may be fined, ordered
to do community service and
even jailed. In the US though,
by virtue of the First Amendment most posts on social
media are protected from
prosecution.
Many interesting and vexing questions can be raised in
the context of a tweet. Most
policemen in our country

may not be familiar enough
with the English language
to judge, in certain instances, whether the author of a
particular tweet really committed a crime. Trial courts
judges in the country too may
not sufficiently fluent in the
English language to be able to
judge whether the author of
a particular tweet was being
merely ironic, sarcastic or humorous, clearly permissible
under the law, or fanning
the flames of hatred between
communities, which is not.
Language is such a subtle
thing. A full stop here, a comma there, and the meaning
completely changes. Should
we then trust the police with
determining whether or not
a particular tweet is offensive enough to be regarded
as a crime? This year Parliament’s Standing Committee
on Communications and Information Technology began

to review the IT Act 2020. It
should consider the establishment of an independent regulatory authority to serve as
gatekeeper before the police
can register a case against the
author of a social media post.
This could ensure a degree of
uniformity in the nationwide
prosecution of tweets and
reduce the number of politically motivated prosecutions.
With laudable attempts by the
new Chief Justice to clear up
the apex courts backlog, the
Supreme Court ought not to
be spending precious time
agonising over the precise
intention behind a social
media post.
Where a tweet is open to different interpretations, should
defence summon professors
of English to testify as to the
precise meaning and implication of a tweet? What happens when a court in New
Delhi is hearing the case of

a criminal tweet originally
posted in Marathi or Tamil?
Since a tweet can be viewed
anywhere in the country, in
the world really, a tweet made
by a person living in Mumbai
may deeply offend a person
living in Lajpat Nagar or Jhumri Telaiya.
In KRK’s case the FIR was
registered by a person called
Rahul Kanal from the youth
wing of the Shiv Sena. Should
a third party be permitted be
permitted to file a complaint?
In that case could we potentially allow KRK to file a similar complaint against Akshay
Kumar’s wife, Twinkle, who
is also not known to be pulling punches while tweeting?
And if it’s a free for all, where
does it all end?
Should there be a time limit
for the prosecution of a poisonous tweet or post on Facebook or WhatsApp? Without
a limit, we may be promoting

arbitrariness and vengefulness? After all a maliciously
minded authority could comb
through the tweets made by
a person all the way back till
2006, when Twitter first
became operational in India.
Surely the state too should be
expected to exercise a certain
degree of vigilance? After all
tweets and other social media posts are made on a public
platform. Should the state be
permitted to sleep over an action that allegedly promotes
enmity between communities?
There is a counter argument. If we do set a time
limit, what happens if a twoyear-old post is retweeted or
shared? Is the original offence
not revived? Is the person
retweeting or sharing the post
also guilty of a crime? A person may retweet out of friendship or accidentally press the
share button. Does it matter

how large a fan following the
author of a particularly offensive tweet commands? Surely
it should make a difference if
the author of a tweet has ten
followers or ten million? Does
India need a comprehensive
Law of Twitter and Other
Social Media Posts?
In one of Shakespeare’s
plays at the start of a long
soliloquy Prince Hamlet
asks himself: ‘To be, or not
to be, that is the question.’
As prosecutions gain frequency around the world, the
so-called twitterati may have
to pose a question to themselves with equal seriousness:
‘To tweet, or not to tweet, that
is the question.’
(Rajesh Talwar is an author of
34 books across multiple genres.
He has worked for the United
Nations for over two decades
across three continents in numerous countries.)
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Marital rape; issues notice on pleas
challenging Delhi hc’s split verdict,
agrees to hear on February 2023:
Supreme Court
TDG Network

O

n Friday, the Supreme Court bench
comprising of Justice Ajay Rastogi and Justice
B. V. Nagarathna observed
and has issued a notice in a
batch of matters filed assailing the split verdict of the
Delhi High Court on the issue of Marital Rape.
The Counsel, Advocate
Karuna Nundy, appearing

for All India Democratic
Women’s Association submitted that the substantial
question of law in the opinion of the two judges…both
the judges unanimously …
that be decided by this court.
Before the bench, Senior
Advocate Gopal Shankarnarayan also appeared and he
handed a short note and submitted that It’s a 2018 matter…
it’s the exact same issue and
is pending here …this matter
is still pending and we have

19 times tried to get it listed. It
stated that “Over three years,
we mentioned the matter 19
times to get it listed and we
couldn’t get it listed”.
However, the court agreed
to hear the issue in the month
of February and clubbed all
the matters regarding the
issue of Marital Rape pending in the Supreme Court
together.
Further, the Delhi High
Court bench comprising of
Justice Rajiv Shakdher and

Justice C. Hari Shankar observed and had pronounced
a split verdict on a batch of
petitions challenging the
exception to Section 375 of
the Indian Penal Code, 1860
on 11th May, wherein it exempted forceful sexual intercourse by a man with his
own wife from the offence
of rape.
It was held by Justice Rajiv
Shakdher that the exemption of the husband from
the offence of marital rape

MASMED Act- Facilitation
Council Cannot Review Its Own
Decisions: Supreme Court

is unconstitutional and an
exception 2 of Section 375,
Section 376B IPC was therefore struck down by him as
violative of Article 14 of the
Constitution. However, it
was stated by Justice C Hari
Shankar that he does not
agree with Justice Shakdher.
Further, it was held by Justice Harisankar that the Exception 2 to Section 375 does
not violate Constitution and
that the exception is based
on an intelligible differentia.
TDG Network

The Supreme Court in the
case Bajaj Auto Limited vs
Ajanta Press and Mechanical Works observed that the
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises Development
Act does not empower the
Facilitation Council to review its own decisions.
The bench comprising of
Justice Indira Banerjee and
Justice V. Ramasubramanian stated that every decision
of the Facilitation Council is
an award.
In the present case, the
Ajanta Press and Mechanical Works filed a claim
against Bajaj Auto Limited
before the Facilitation Council in the year 2009. The
said claim was rejected by
the council. An application
was filled by Ajant Press for
reconsideration. However,
the facilitation council reviewed its earlier decision
and passed an award. The
court while allowing the writ
petition filed by Bajaj Auto
Limited, the High Court set
aside both the decisions and
remanded the matter back to

An application was filled by Ajant
Press for reconsideration. However, the
facilitation council reviewed its earlier
decision and passed an award. The court
while allowing the writ petition filed by
Bajaj Auto Limited, the High Court set
aside both the decisions and remanded the
matter back to the Facilitation Council.
the Facilitation Council.
In an appeal, it was noticed
by the Apex Court bench,
after referring to Sections
18 and 19, i) that to begin
with, the Facilitation Council should conduct conciliation; (ii) the dispute is to be
arbitrated either by the Facilitation council itself or by
an institution to which it is
referred, that upon failure of
conciliation and (iii) that at
thereto the decision arrived,
constitutes an award.
While allowing the appeal,
the bench observed that in
the case on hand, the claim
of respondent no.1 was rejected by the Facilitation
Council by the decision dat-

ed 17.02.2009. Thus, since
the claim stood rejected, it
was like an award and respondent no.1 ought to have
initiated other proceedings
to challenge the award. Instead of that, he chose to put
repeated pressure on the
Facilitation Council for reviewing its earlier decision
and unmindful of the fact
that they have no such power, the Facilitation Council
reopened its earlier decision
and has passed the award.
On the side of High Court, it
completely overlooked the
inherent lack of jurisdiction
on the part of the Facilitation
Council to pass the award
dated 27.01.2016.

IN COURT

Orders Bereft Of Reasoning Liable To Be
Set Aside In Revisional Jurisdiction:Delhi
High Court
TDG Network

The Delhi High Court in the
case Phulgita Devi v. Krishan Kmar & Ors observed
that the orders which are
bereft of reasoning cannot
be termed as good orders
and the same are liable to
be set aside in the revisional
jurisdiction.
The bench comprising
of Justice Dinesh Kumar
Sharma made the observation while dealing with a petition filed by one Phulgita
Devi challenging the order
passed by the Trial Court
whereby her application
under Order VII Rule 11

of Code of Civil Procedure,
1908 was dismissed by the
court.
The Order VII Rule 11 of
the CPC sets out various
cases whereby a plaint can
be rejected.
However, the petitioner in
an application had claimed
that the suit has was filed
after allowing of eviction
petition filed by her and dismissal of a revision petition
as well as SLP by Supreme
Court filed by the plaintiff.
Further, it was alleged that
the plaintiff to the suit had
not valued the suit property
for the purposes of court
fees as the value of the suit

property was enhanced,
thereby praying for rejection of plaint.
The Trial Court, vide impugned order, did not agree
with the contentions made
by the petitioner’s that
there was no cause of action
against her or that the suit
filed by the plaintiff without
any cause of action.
In an appeal, it was observed by the High Court
that the reasoning in a judicial order is the lifeline of
any judicial order and that
the Judge while passing an
order has to not only record
the case of the parties but
also reasons must be given

for reaching to a conclusion.
It added that the orders
which are bereft of reasoning cannot be termed as
good order and are liable to
be set aside in the revisional jurisdiction. Thus, the
learned Judge while passing the order assailed herein
has not given any reasoning
at all for reaching to the conclusion and therefore it cannot sustain in the eyes of law.
Accordingly, the court
while allowing the plea, remanded the matter back to
Trial Court for disposal of
the application under Order
VII Rule 11 of CPC in accordance with law.

In Court

SC Imposes 10L Costs On Applicants: Attempt
To Seek Review Of Judgement By Filling
Miscellanious Application Seeking Clarification
TDG Network

The Supreme Court in the
case Ghanashyam Mishra
And Sons Private Limited vs
Edelweiss Asset Reconstruction Company Limited observed and has imposed 10
Lakhs costs on applicants to
attempt for seeking review of
a judgment under the garb of
miscellaneous applications.
In the present case, a Miscellanious Application was
filed seeking clarification of a
judgment. It was contended
by the applicant that the
court had not dealt with the
aspect of security of pledge
of shares with EARC having
been arbitrarily and illegally
wiped out in the Resolution Plan and invocation or
non-invocation of pledge of

shares by EARC.
The bench comprising of
Justice BR Gavai and the Justice PS Narasimha observed
that they are an attempt to
seek review of the judgment
and order under the garb of
miscellaneous application,
while perusing the applications.
The bench stated that the
court find that there is a
growing tendency of indirectly seeking review of the
orders of this Court by filing
applications either seeking
modification or clarification
of the orders passed by this
Court. In our view, such applications filled are a total
abuse of process of law. Thus,
the valuable time of Court is
spent in deciding such applications which time would

otherwise be utilized for attending litigations of the
litigants who are waiting in
the corridors of justice for
decades together.
However, the court-imposed costs of Rs.10,00,000/
(Rupees ten lakhs) each on
the applicants.
The Supreme Court in the
case Ghanshyam Mishra vs
EARC & Or had held as follows:
The Court stated that once
a resolution plan is duly approved by the Adjudicating
Authority under Section 31,
the claims as provided in the
resolution plan shall stand
frozen and will be binding
on the creditors (including
the employees, statutory
authorities and guarantors)
Further, the court stated

that on the date of approval
of resolution plan by the
Adjudicating Authority, all
such claims, which are not a
part of resolution plan, shall
stand extinguished and no
person will be entitled to
initiate or continue any proceedings in respect to a claim
of the claim which is not a
part of the resolution plan.
Subsequently, all the dues
including the statutory dues
owed to the Central Government, any State Government
or any local authority, if not
part of the resolution plan,
shall stand extinguished
and no proceedings could be
continued in respect of such
dues for the period prior to
the date on which the Adjudicating Authority grants its
approval under Section 31.
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Career at stake: Should Indian medical students
return to Ukraine in the ongoing crisis?
analysis
Vishakha Sakhya

A

b o u t 1 5,0 0 0 t o
18,000 In d i a n s
study in different
cities in Ukraine, mostly
as medical students. There
has been a constant war
between Ukraine and Russia for 6 months, but still
no signs of a peaceful agreement between the said
countries. The Indian students pursuing their medical degrees from Ukrainian
institutions are left bewildered because of the ongoing war.
The students had the option of attending online
classes. However, due to
NMC’s stance, medical

courses taken exclusively
in online mode cannot be
recognized or approved,
further hindering the studies of students. So, it makes
pretty clear that NMC is
indirectly encouraging students to pursue their degree
offline in Ukraine, which
unfortunately, is not the
most effective course of action.

IS EXPLORING
DIFFERENT OPTIONS
POSSIBLE?
One of the options is taking
a transfer to different universities in other countries
which again, comes with

pile of conditions and challenges. Under the Screening Test Regulations, 2002,
there are no provisions
regarding transfer of medical students from another
country. Thus, transfer is
not restricted if all other criteria stipulated in Screening Test Regulations, 2002
are met. Foreign Medical
Students whose classes
began after 18th Nov 2021
and are covered by FMGL
Regulations, 2021. They
are required to verify their
undergraduate courses according to Regulation 4 of
FMGL Regulations 2021.
Training, internship, and
clerkship shall, however,
be completed in the same
foreign medical institution throughout the study
course, and no part of training will be done at another
institution. Hence, transfer
is not allowed.
In case we consider the
transfer of Ukrainian students to other countries, it
would not be feasible for a

number of reasons: first, no
guarantee can be given that
the universities will accept
the students, the chances
of fraud are high, and in
neighbouring countries,
the market prices are on
the rise, which would mean
higher expenses for the students, which most of them
cannot afford.
The second option is to get
back to Ukraine and continue studying there; however,
this would most likely be
the riskiest and not at all the
safest choice to make due to
the inevitable circumstances in Ukraine; therefore, the
safest option would be to
wait and take a year break
from the degree, but it is difficult to make this decision
anytime soon because there
is no clue as to when the situation will normalize.

THE SUPREME
COURT’S AND
GOVERNMENT’S
STANCE
The Supreme Court in the

case of National Medical
Commission Versus Pooja
Thandu Naresh and Others
directed the appellant
I) to frame a scheme as a
one-time measure within
two months to allow the
student and such similarly
situated students who have
not actually completed
clinical training to undergo
clinical training in India in
the medical colleges which
may be identified by the
appellant for a limited duration as may be specified
by the appellant, on such
charges which the appellant
determines.
II) It shall be open to the
appellant to test the candidates in the scheme so
framed in the manner within next one month, which it
considers appropriate as to
satisfy that such students
are sufficiently trained to be
provisionally registered to
complete internship for 12
months.
Since, NMC has been uncooperative, they have not

followed the first direction
because framing a onetime measure is hectic.
However, they have fulfilled the second direction,
which is indeed an easy
task and does not require
much effort.
It also released FAQs for
them, but the FAQs contained redundant statements and no new information in favour of the
students was dealt with.
Therefore, it remains futile
and of no help to the students.
The National Medical
Commission, NMC, has
been delaying decisions
on Ukrainian-returned
Indian students since they
returned. In issuing this
notice, the hearing on 26
August, 2022, again, the
Supreme Court had asked
NMC and the Centre to
clarify and respond to the
queries raised in the petitions filed by Ukrainereturned Indian student,
as a result, it has given the

authorities this time to respond to the Apex Court’s
postponement of the hearing.
While the hearing, one
of the judges in the division bench had said the
act of pursuing a medical degree in Ukraine was
voluntary and Ukraine
was their choice. However,
the main argument here is
that it was a mercy petition
and when they didn’t get
seats in India, they moved
to Ukraine fulfilling the
eligibility criteria. Ukraine
was chosen due to some
unavoidable monetary
reasons, and it was not a
factor they were not interested in in India.

WAY AHEAD
N o w, 6 m o n t h s h av e
passed without any positive move for students,
which impacts their educational future and right
to education since the online classes offered by the
university will no longer

be valid from 18th August,
which indirectly forces
them to return to a war
zone.
As of now, we had the last
hearing on 5th September
and therein ,Soliticor General Tushar Mehta states
that “it seems” the Ministry of External Affairs has
given a positive go ahead
f o r Uk r a i n e r e t u r n e d
medical students to pursue
medicine in India, which
still holds a ray of hope for
the notice and positive recommendations by NMC.
Now, for the government,
the best option would either be to accommodate
students in Indian universities or, as a last resort, to
make online classes valid
by combining them with
offline practicals in Indian
universities and offline internships as the students
could not risk their lives
in Ukraine and they have
their career at stake if the
government and judiciary
have their arms folded.

eNVIRONMENT

India emerges as one of biggest sellers of Carbon Credits
analysis
Garima Sharma

“The carbon market is
expected to become the
world’s biggest commodity
market and looking to be
a trillion- dollar industry
very soon.”
~ New York Times

MEANING & CONCEPT
Carbon Credit is a general
term for tradeable certificate or permit to emit one
tonne of carbon or carbon
equivalent. The concept of
carbon credit helps in putting a cap on countries/ legal entities to emit carbon
within a particular limit.
Let’s say that a developed
country is allowed to emit
only 100 tonnes of carbon,
however they require 200
tonnes of carbon emission
and the same cannot be reduced. There are few ways
by which they can achieve
their goal:
i. Adopt a new technology
to reduce CO2 emission; or,
ii. Improve existing technology to reduce CO2 emission; or,
iii. Tie up with a developing country.
Now let’s say, a developing
country is permitted to emit
1000 tonnes of carbon, but
they have emitted only 900
tonnes and are left with 100
tonnes, unused. This means
that the developing country
has gained 100 carbon credits for saving 100 tonnes of
carbon emission. In such
cases, these 100 carbon
credits can be traded with
a developed country who is
in requirement of additional

tonnes of carbon emission
in exchange of money or
technology or both, to save
more carbon emission. This
process is called as Credit
Carbon Trading.
Currently, India and China are the biggest sellers
of carbon credit whereas
countries in Europe are the
biggest buyers. The concept
of Carbon Credit Trading is
set out in Article 17 of the
Kyoto Protocol.

BACKGROUND
According to leading Scientists, Carbon Dioxide,
Methane, Nitrous Oxide
and Chlorofluorocarbons
are the biggest contributors to climate change. To
address this problem, on
11th December 1997, representatives from more than
160 countries, met at Kyoto,
Japan to discuss the issue of
climate change and global
warming and to take appropriate steps accordingly.
In the meeting, the participating countries pledged to
reduce emissions of Green
House Gases (‘GHGs’) and
hence the Kyoto Protocol
was adopted, which later
came into force on 16th February 2005. The Kyoto Protocol (‘KP’) are the rules to
the United National Framework Convention on Climate Change (‘UNFCCC’)
to control the concern regarding climate change and
global warming. The Kyoto
Protocol puts a cap on the
Member Countries for carbon emission i.e. number
of tonnes of carbon. Today,
184 countries have ratified
this protocol to achieve the
target of reducing climate
change.
The KP established three
mechanisms, based on the
market size and wants,
thereby creating a Carbon
Market, allowing for flexibility in terms of the methods countries could use to
meet their gas reduction

commitments. Such mechanisms are:
i. Clean Development
Mechanism (CDM): This
mechanism encourages
the developed countries to
invest in emission reduction projects in developing
countries that contribute to
the developing countries’
sustainable development.
Under this mechanism, the
Country acquire certified
emission reductions from
projects in non-Annex I
parties from 2000 and onwards. The Annex I Parties
buy and non-Annex I parties sell the carbon credits
under this mechanism.
ii. Joint Implementation (JI):
This mechanism encourages the developed countries to carry out emission
reduction projects in other
developed countries. The
participants in such mechanism can be Annex I Parties
and legal entities authorized
by Parties.
iii. International Emission
Trading/ Carbon Trading
(ET): It is a flexibility mechanism of the Kyoto Protocol
that allows the trade of assigned amount units among
Annex B Countries.
Note: Carbon Sinks: Compensating for emissions by
increasing the number of
a country’s carbon sinks.
Carbon sinks are forests,
which take up CO2 from
the atmosphere. Countries
are allowed to create carbon
sinks on suitable sites of
their own territory.

Operational Entity); (vii)
This Designated Operation
Entity forwards the Project Designed Document
to the Executive Board of
the UNFCCC for registration; (viii) Once registered,
the project shall be ready
for operationalization; (ix)
Thereafter, the project will
have to be monitored by the
host country; (x) A second
Designated Operational
Entity shall verify the emission reductions; (xi) A formal request for issuance of
certificate along with the
verification report will have
to be made; (xii) and finally,
Emission Reduction Certificate is issued to the legal entity/ country who submitted
their project.
P r o c e s s o f Re g i st r ation when following the JI
Mechanism
After the completion of the
registration process, parties
may wish to involve in carbon credit trading, a process
is followed by the Registries
(provided under Figure 5),
that tracks the location of
Kyoto Units for surveillance
purposes.

ELIGIBILITY

REGISTRATION
Emission cap for developed
countries which are parties to the Kyoto Protocol
are expressed as permitted
emission limit or “assigned
amounts”, over the 20082012 commitment period.
These “assigned amounts”
are denominated in terms
of “tonnes” of CO2 emissions or CO2 equivalent
emissions, also known as
the “Kyoto Units”. To track
the location of Kyoto Units,
it is mandatory for the concerned project to be registered under the Kyoto Protocol.
National Registries are implemented by Governments
of 38 Annex B Parties having such accounts within
which units are held (i) in

the name of the Government, or (ii) in the name of
the legal entities authorized
by the Government to hold
and trade units.
CDM Registries are implemented by the UNFCCC
Secretariat (under the authority of CDM Executive
Board) for (i) issuing CDM
Credits and (ii) distributing
them to national registries.
Only the CDM Project participants can hold accounts
in the CDM Registry.

PROCESS OF
REGISTRATION
A. Process of Registration
when following the CDM/
ET Mechanism
First, the Project Design
Document is submitted to
the National CDM Authority to seek their validation;
(ii) After the National CDM
Authority’s validation is
achieved the project has
to be registered in the host
country; (iii) Then the

Project Design Document
has to be submitted to the
UNFCCC for their review
and validation; (iv) The
UNFCCC will make the
Project Design Document
public to receive the public comments and reaction
on the project; (v) Based
on public’s reaction to the
project, the decision on
project validation shall be
taken; (vi) Project validation will be made by a third
party auditor (Designated

The eligibility criteria for
Annex I Parties to act as a
buyer or a seller in trading
of carbon credits are given
under Article 5 and Article
7 of the Kyoto Protocol.
Annx I Parties under the
Kyoto Protocol must provide information in their
national communication
under the KP to demonstrate that their use of the
mechanism is supplemental to domestic action to
achieve their targets. This
information is assessed by
the facilitative branch of the
Compliance Committee.
Eligibility Criteria for
A nnex II & Non- Annex
I Parties (i.e. Annex I not
included) is provided under Article 12 of the Kyoto
Protocol, which are also
reflected in Section F of the
Modalities & Procedures
for CDM under ‘Decision
3/ CMP1’. These are also
known as CDM Eligibility
requirements.
Eligibility Criteria for JI
Mechanism is provided under Section D of the Guidelines for implementation of
Article 6 of the Kyoto Pro-

tocol reflected in ‘Decision
9/ CMP.1’.
Eligibility Criteria for ET
Mechanism is provided in
the Modalities, Guidelines
and Rules for emissions
trading Article 17 of the
Kyoto Protocol, reflected
under ‘Decision 11/ CMP.1’.
After careful consideration, it is observed that
(I), (II), (III) and (IV) have
the same eligibility criteria
(i.e. the requirements that
a party must fulfil while
registering itself as a Party
to the Kyoto Protocol). The
said eligibility criteria is
summarized hereunder:
According to the ‘Decision 3/ CMP1’, the ‘Decision 9/ CMP.1’ and the
‘Decision 11/ CMP.1’: (i) the
concerned party must be a
party to the KP and must
have ratified the same; (ii)
pursuant to Article 3.7 and
Article 3.8. of the KP, the assigned amount must be calculated in terms of tonnes
of CO2 emission; (iii) that
in accordance with Article
5.1, the party must have in
place a national system for
estimating anthropogenic
emissions by sources and
anthropogenic removals by sinks of all GHGs
which are not controlled
by the Montreal Protocol; (iv) that in accordance
with Article 7.4 of the KP,
it must have in place a national registry to record
and track the creation and
movement of ERUs, CERs,
AAUs and RMUs; (v) that
in accordance with Article
5.2 and Article 7.1, the most
recent required inventory
must be submitted on annual basis, including the
national inventory report
and the common reporting format. For the first
commitment period, the
quality assessment needed
for the purpose of determining eligibility to use
the mechanisms shall be
limited to the parts of the
inventory pertaining to
emissions of greenhouse
gases from sources/sector
categories from Annex A to
the Kyoto Protocol and the
submission of the annual inventory on sinks; (vi) that in
accordance with Article 7.1,
it must submit the supplementary information on assigned amount.

10 world
top of the day
MASSIVE FIRE
AT COMMERCIAL
BUILDING IN
CHINA

HUNAN: A major
fire broke out in a
high-rise commercial
building in China’s
Hunan province, local
media reported on
Friday. However, no
casualties have been
reported so far, as per
the China Telecom
building where the
fire incident occurred,
state media CGTN
reported. The commercial building is
more than 200 meters
tall and is located in
Changsha, it added.
An investigation is
underway into the
matter. More details
are awaited.

TOKYO HOLDS
HOUSEHOLD
GOODS, GIFT
EXHIBITION

Tokyo: Gifts have been
an expression of love
and admiration for a
long time. Adding to the
art of making gifts more
customised and special,
a display of household
goods and gifts was
recently held in Tokyo,
where manufacturers
advertised their products to potential buyers.
Tourists and foreign buyers love buying Japanese traditional crafts
as gifts and souvenirs.
This is a chopstick
manufacturer firm in
Fukui prefecture in
Japan. These beautiful
chopsticks are decorated with traditional crafts
with ‘Wakasa-nuri’ written on them.

SCO SUMMIT SET
TO COMMENCE IN
SAMARKAND

Samarkand: The
22nd Summit of the
Council of Heads
of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization Member
States (SCO-CoHS) is
set to commence on
Friday in Samarkand,
Uzbekistan after two
years of the covid-19
pandemic. This is the
first in-person SCO
Summit after the
Covid pandemic hit
the world. The last
in-person SCO Heads
of State Summit was
held in Bishkek in
June 2019.

queen’s
funeral
security to
cost rs 59 cr

London: More than
USD 7 million (around
INR 59 crores) will
be shelled to beef up
the security for the
Queen’s funeral on 19
September. According
to New York Post, protecting Queen Elizabeth’s funeral will be
the most expensive
single-day operation
in UK history, costing
over USD 7.5 million.
To secure the unprecedented number of
foreign leaders, who
are expected at the funeral on Monday, the
British Mi5 and Mi6
intelligence agencies,
London’s Metropolitan Police, and the
Secret Service will
work together.
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TERRORIST ACTIVITY

in the dock

Pakistan faces TTP, JeM hurdle
in exiting FATF grey list
TDG NETWORK
Islamabad

T

he UN’s anti-terrorism watchdog, the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF), will meet
next month to evaluate not
just the enactment of laws
and their enforcement, but
also individuals and terror
groups suspected to be the
beneficiaries in Pakistan,
according to local media reports.

Meanwhile, Pakistan is
scrambling to play down
the rebellious Tehreek-eTaliban Pakistan’s (TTP)
marauding of innocent civilians in the Swat Valley but
also convince the FATF that
Jaish-e-Muhammad (JeM)
chief, Masood Azhar, is absconding and is not being
sheltered on Pakistani territory, reported Islam Khabar.
Pakistan’s record on the
flow of funds into terrorist
activities has been under

sustained scrutiny by FATF,
which has placed it on the
“grey” list since 2018. Pakistan has to explain not only
Azhar’s role but also that of
his chief aide, Sajid Mir, and
others who conduct their
activities in and out of Pakistan in a shadowy manner.
For form’s sake, Islamabad
has sent a formal letter to
Kabul, ruled by an intransigent Taliban group, to locate
Azhar. But it can expect no
cooperation for a simple

FINANCIAL AID

reason: Kabul is not obliged
to help Islamabad, and it is
not affected by the FATF’s
scrutiny, reported Islam
Khabar.
Indeed, the entire Afghanistan-Pakistan region is a
hotbed of terrorist activity and its massive financing, partly due to the huge
quantities of narcotics that
Afghanistan produces year
after year, irrespective of
who rules in Kabul.
Of course, both countries

deny the presence of any
terrorist organisation at a
time when Al Qaida and the
Islamic State—Province of
Khorasan (ISPK) are having
a field day. As for the TTP, it
has claimed responsibility
for nearly 13 attacks in the
tribal areas since September
2, leaving nobody in doubt
of its growing clout, continued defiance of the government, and tacit support it
enjoys from the Kabul regime.

ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIP

US announces $600 million Biden favours closer
military package for Ukraine economic ties with
Taiwan amid China’s
provocative drills
TDG NETWORK
Washington

The US will provide USD
600 million in additional
military assistance for
Ukraine, the State Department said on Friday (local
time).
US State Secretary Antony Blinken said, “I am authorising our twenty-first
drawdown of U.S. arms and
equipment for Ukraine since
September 2021.”This USD
600 million drawdown includes additional arms, munitions, and equipment from
U.S. Department of Defense
inventories.”
“This drawdown will
bring the total U.S. military
assistance to Ukraine to approximately USD 15.8 billion
since the beginning of this
administration.”
He noted that together
with allies and partners,
the US is delivering the
arms and equipment that
Ukraine’s forces are utilising
so effectively as they continue their successful counteroffensive against Russia’s
invasion.
Quoting President Joe
Biden, Blinken said that the
President has been clear
that the US will support the
people of Ukraine for as long
as it takes.
“With admirable grit and
determination, the people

tdg network
Washington

This $ 600 million drawdown includes additional arms,
munitions, and equipment from US Department of Defense
inventories.

of Ukraine are defending
their homeland and fighting
for their future. The United
States is providing Ukraine
military assistance alongside our allies and partners
from more than 50 countries to support its defence.
The capabilities we are
delivering are carefully
calibrated to make the most
difference on the battlefield
and strengthen Ukraine’s
hand at the negotiating table when the time is right,”
he added.
Blinken reiterated that
the US, along with the allies, stands united with

Ukraine. Russian forces
launched military operations in Ukraine on February 24, three days after Moscow recognised
Uk r a i n e ’s b r e a k aw ay
regions, Donetsk and Luhansk, as independent entities.
Several countries, including the UK, the US, Canada,
and the European Union,
have condemned Russia’s military operations in
Ukraine and imposed sanctions on Moscow. These
countries have also promised to help Ukraine with
military aid to fight Russia.

After China’s provocative
military drills around Taiwan, and US House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi’s visit to the
self-governing island on August 2, the Biden administration is advancing toward a
closer economic relationship
with Taipei.
Congressional and administration stalwarts criticised
China for overreacting and
for attempting to reverse rising US support for Taiwan.
The post-visit discussions
highlighted significant divisions over American foreign
policy towards China and
Taiwan, reported the policy
research group Poreg. China
responded by conducting
provocative military drills
around the island for four
days. Bipartisan majorities
in Congress closely col-

has popped up two issues,
which, since 2018, have
come to be viewed as exceptionally grave existential
risks to the basic safety and
security of the United States.
One: Beijing’s attempt to
subvert American might
and influence in Asia and
the Pacific and jump into the
driver’s seat Two: a much
calibrated campaign by Xi’s
eggheads to seize control of
the upcoming high-tech industry, which is of great importance for contemporary
national security, reported
Poreg. Supporting Taiwan
as a crucial American ally in
overcoming these obstacles
ranks high on the priority
list. Meanwhile, China has
a set of its own red lines,
and the jingoism on display
in the Middle Kingdom
reflects its innate fears of
Biden’s breach of these red
lines during L’affaire Pelosi.

DEFENCE

US expects ‘action against
terrorist groups’ as it extends
aid to Pak’s F-16 fleet
TDG NETWORK
Islamabad

Even as it has approved a
USD 450 million F-16 fighter
jet sustainment programme
for Pakistan, the United
States still expects Islamabad to “take sustained action
against all terrorist groups,”
local media outlet Dawn reported.
With this, it becomes increasingly clear that Pakistan cannot duck the questions posed by the key issue
of terrorism under any circumstances. This comes as
a reversal of the decision
taken by the previous Donald Trump government: the
United States had approved a
USD 450 million F-16 fighter
jet sustainment programme
for Pakistan.
In 2018, Donald Trump
stopped all defence and
security assistance to Pakistan, alleging that Islamabad
was not a partner in its fight
against terrorism. The US
Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA) had said
that the Pakistan government
had requested support for its

Biden administration is advancing toward a closer economic
relationship with Taipei.

laborated with the Trump
and Biden administrations
on hardening US policy. It
created a “whole of government” effort to counter Beijing’s security, economic,
and governance challenges,
reported Poreg.
Moreover, the arrival of
Xi Jinping as the numero
uno on the China scene

There is a view, which has
many takers in Taipei and
Washington, that America’s commitments to China
have weakened its support
for Taiwan, as reported by
Poreg. Not suddenly but
over time, especially in the
Clinton era, which witnessed
a major Taiwan Strait crisis
(1995–1996).

HAPPENING

Mass grave with
more than 440 bodies
found in Kharkiv
Donald Trump government the United States had approved $450
million F-16 fighter jet sustainment programme for Pakistan.

F-16 fleet.
Over the sustenance package for Pakistan’s F-16 fleet
provided by the US, the
State Department said that
though it views Pakistan as
an important counterterrorism partner, the country still
expects it to take sustained action against terrorist groups,
reported Dawn.
During a press briefing, US
State Department Spokesperson Ned Price expressed
concerns over the ban on the
transmission of Pakistan’s lo-

cal media outlet, ARY News.
“We continue to be concerned by significant restrictions on media outlets and
civil society in Pakistan...
“We routinely raise our concerns about press freedom to
all stakeholders around the
world, including to our partners and our counterparts in
Pakistan,” Price said.
He added that Washington
was “concerned that media
and content restrictions, as
well as a lack of accountability
for attacks against journalists.

TDG NETWORK
Kyiv

Media reports said Ukrainian authorities have found a mass
burial site containing more than 440 bodies in a forest just
outside the eastern city of Izium, which was recently recaptured by Ukraine from Russian forces, media reports said.
The Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC), while
citing a UK-based outlet and quoting Serhiy Bolvinov, the
chief police investigator for Kharkiv region, said that forensic investigations would be carried out on everybody, some
of whom had been killed by shelling and air strikes. According to the ABC report, Bolvinov stated, “I can say it is one of
the largest burial sites in a big town in liberated 440 bodies
were buried in one place.”
Furthermore, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
has blamed Russia and drawn a chilling parallel between
the new mass graves and what was discovered in Bucha, on
the outskirts of Kyiv.

FATF must tread
cautiously,
terrorism ingrained
in Pak foreign policy
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD

Money laundering
and terror financing
watchdog FATF needs
to tread cautiously before trusting Pakistan
and bringing about a
positive report to take
the country off the
“grey list,” media reports said.
Pakistan has nurtured and provided
safe havens to various terrorist outfits
and leaders, and that
while Pakistan may
take short-term steps
to curb terror financing, terrorism is ingrained in the minds
of Pak foreign policy eagles. Pakistan would require a drastic
attitude change in order to halt the menace of terror financing. There are deep overt and covert links between Pakistan’s
intelligence agency, state machinery, and terrorist outfits.
The media portal highlights how Pakistan’s establishment
considers terrorism as an important foreign policy instrument, as seen in the case of neighbouring countries including
Afghanistan.
For instance, in July 2019, the then Prime Minister of Pakistan, Imran Khan, had conceded that there were still 30,000–
40,000 terrorists in the country who had been trained and
had fought in some parts of Afghanistan or in occupied parts
of Kashmir.
The Afghan Diaspora warned in an article written by Hamid Pakteen that the Watchdog FATF should not rush into
approving Pakistan’s exit from its grey listing.
This comes as the 15-member high-level Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) concluded its five-day visit to Pakistan on
September 2 to verify the steps Islamabad had taken to fulfil
the conditions to exit greylisting.
Massoud disclosed that the Taliban and Al-Qaeda were in
complete cooperation and that “giving in to the will of the
Taliban is giving in to the will of terrorism as a whole.” Asked
about the role of Pakistan in terrorism, he noted that Pakistan
has always played a “double game” and “they always try to
support the groups which destabilise other countries without
understanding the consequences of it.”

BILATERAL TRADE

EU proposes to
reduce reliance on
China’s minerals
supply
TDG NETWORK
Brussels

Despite the ongoing energy
crunch across Europe, European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen recently
proposed new legislation to
reduce the European Union’s
(EU) dependence on supplies
of critical minerals, including
rare earth metals and lithium,
from China.
“We will identify strategic
European Commission
projects throughout the sup- President Ursula von der
ply chain, from extraction to Leyen
refining, from processing to
recycling. And we will build up strategic reserves where supply is at risk. “This is why today I am announcing a European
Critical Raw Materials Act,” said Von der Leyen in the annual
State of the Union address, the Global Times reported. However, industry experts have opposed the move by Von der and
said that restructuring will take time and raise costs, which
will, in fact, aggravate the ongoing inflation in Europe amid
the ongoing energy crisis.
The industry experts also believe that the move by the EU
may also increase the cost of achieving Europe’s green targets
amid the deepening energy crunch.
“The consequences of decoupling from Russian energy
imports are already dramatic for citizens and industries in
Europe. If we now add raw materials sourced from China,
the consequences will be even more severe,” Global Times
reported, quoting Stephan Ossenkopp, a Berlin-based expert
associated with the Schiller Institute, an international think
tank.
As per a report from the European Raw Materials Alliance,
China exports about 16,000 rare-earth permanent magnets
to Europe each year, representing approximately 98% of the
EU market.
In another statement, a manager of a state-owned rare-earth
enterprise surnamed Yang based in Ganzhou, East China’s
Jiangxi Province, said, “Rebuilding supply chains of rare
earth will take years, especially in the separation process,”
opposing the legislation proposed by the European Commission President.
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challenging situation

economic crisis

Even friendly nations consider us China provides financial
aid to Sri Lanka amid
as beggars: PM Shehbaz Sharif
economic crisis
A
TDG Network
Islamabad

true picture of Pakistan’s devastating
economic state now
lies bare, as the country’s
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif expressed regret that
even friendly countries have
now started looking at Pakistan as a country that was
always begging for money,
media reports said.
“Today, when we go to any
friendly country or make a
phovne call, they think that
we have come [to them] to
beg for money,” the Prime
Minister said while addressing a lawyers’ convention, reported Pakistan’s local media outlet Dawn. He
compared Pakistan’s economy with the economies
of other smaller countries.
Sharif said even smaller
economies had surpassed
Pakistan, “and we have

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif

been wandering for the past
75 years carrying a begging
bowl.”
Drawing the attention of
the convention toward the

country’s battered economy,
Sharif said that the country
was facing a “challenging
situation” before the floods,
which had made it more

“complicated,” Dawn reported.
Sharif admitted that Pakistan is currently witnessing
a severe economic crisis and
rising inflation. However, he
shifted blame to the previous government by saying
that Pakistan was on the
verge of “economic default”
when he assumed power in
April.
He boasted about his governance of the country, saying that the ruling coalition
government had saved the
country from default and
“to some extent controlled
the economic instability,”
according to the media portal.
In a veiled attack on the
previous Pakistan Tehreeki-Insaf (PTI) government
led by former Prime Minister Imran Khan, Shehbaz
Sharif alleged that the previous rulers had violated

the agreement with the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF), compelling
the incumbent government
to agree on tough conditions. The IMF had even
threatened withdrawal of
its programme if the agreed
conditions were not met, he
added.
Comparing GDPs, he noted that there were countries
in the region whose GDP
was lower than Pakistan’s
growth, but currently they
were far ahead in terms of
export, he told lawyers, as
per the media portal.
“Where does Pakistan
stand today after 75 years?
This is a pinching question
... We are moving in a circle
all the time,” said PM Shehbaz, while declaring that
they were in a ‘now or never’
situation. He also warned
the gathering of an imminent gas crisis in winter.

against democracy

EU slams hungary govt for undermining democracy
TDG Network
Brussels

Slamming the Hungarian
government for its “deliberate and systemic efforts”
to undermine democratic
values, the European Parliament said that the country can no longer be a “full
democracy” but is rather an
“electoral autocracy,” as per a
press release of the EU’s lawmaking body.

The situation has deteriorated so much that Hungary
has become an “electoral
autocracy,” it said. “Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) remain
concerned about numerous
issues relating to democracy
and fundamental rights in
Hungary.”The main areas
of concern include the functioning of the constitutional
and electoral systems, the independence of the judiciary,

corruption and conflicts of
interest, and freedom of expression, including media
pluralism.”
Academic freedom, freedom of religion and association, the right to equal treatment, including the rights
of LGBTIQ people, the
rights of minorities, as well
as those of migrants, asylum seekers, and refugees,
are also problem areas,” it
added.

A large majority in the
European Parliament has
adopted the report that declares the country a “hybrid
regime electoral autocracy.”
The text was passed by a
wide margin on Thursday:
433 votes in favour, 123
against, and 28 abstentions.
The lack of decisive action
on the part of the EU has
contributed, according to
Members of the European
Parliament (MEPs), to the

emergence of a “hybrid regime of electoral autocracy,”
that is, a constitutional system in which elections are
held, but which does not
respect the rules and democratic standards.
The Parliament said that
the EU institutions must act
and must also be held accountable. It also called on
the European Commission
to not approve Hungary’s
recovery.

TDG Network
Colombo

Sri Lanka’s economic crisis
has become a wake-up call
for the international community as the country has
emerged as a straightforward
example of falling prey to
China’s debt trap diplomacy
as the unprecedented economic and social crisis in the
country has shown how the
BRI debt trap can totally ruin
a country.

Due to the country’s dependence on imports and
borrowings for economically unviable infrastructure
projects offered by China
through its Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), Sri Lanka is
going through tough times,
and many other countries
in Asia and Africa are also
on the brink of collapse, a
report by the Europe Asia
Foundation said. For example, Zambia’s numerous BRI
projects like the new airport,

two modern stadiums, and
a power station mean that
they’ve developed an excessive debt situation.
Through BRI, China opens
its eyes to influence around
the world with Chinese standards, norms, and characteristics, increasing the indebted countries’ reliance on
China. Former Environment
Minister and European Parliament Member Jo Leinen
wrote in a statement for the
Europe.

project

Colombo Lotus
Tower now open to
the public
TDG Network
Colombo

The Lotus Tower of Colombo, which is funded by China and constructed under
its Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), was declared open to
the public on Thursday.
According to the Sri Lankan
news agency, Newswire, the
government had earlier announced that the Colombo
Lotus Tower would be
opened in three stages over
the next few months, of which
the first stage of the Colombo
Lotus Tower (also known as
Nelum Kuluna), which was

built for an estimated USD
113 million, was opened to
the public on Thursday. Major General (Retired) Prasad
Samarasinghe, the Head of
the Colombo Lotus Tower
Management Company, announced the opening of the
structure.
The second stage of the
Lotus Tower is expected to
open in another 2 months
and will include the opening
of e-sports centres as well as a
digital museum. In contrast,
the third stage of the tower
is set to be ready by March
next year and will include
the opening of a 9D cinema

and a revolving restaurant,
Newswire reported.
Apparently, the tower
is spread over an area of
30,600 sq. metres and was
constructed for over USD
100 million, 80 percent of
which was funded by China, as per Sri Lankan media
reports. The Lotus Tower is
located in Colombo City and
is a 350-meter-tall, 17-storey
structure. Newswire reported
that the tower will be open
from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. on
weekdays and from 12 p.m.
to 11 p.m. on weekends, while
it will also be open for school
tours at a special rate.
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Five bizarre traffic rules
around the world

It can be really unsettling when there is heavy traffic. All of us have been there. Along with yelling and
excessive gesticulating, there is honking. What if we
told you that in some countries around the world,
each of the aforementioned behaviours is a crime?
The world’s traffic laws range from being rather
intriguing to being completely ludicrous! Here are
five weird traffic rules around the world.

Spain: Better have two
glasses
It is mandatory to carry an additional pair
of prescription glasses when driving in
Spain. It doesn’t matter that they are the awkward
ones from 1999, but it is a law you must follow.

Maryland: Don’t say it
Be careful what you say while driving in
Rockville, Maryland. It is prohibited to use
profanity on a street, highway, or sidewalk—yes, even if you’re a pedestrian.

Russia: Hygiene?
You must have heard of laws making
seatbelts mandatory while drinking, and
you might also have been penalised for
not having your seat belt on or driving while drunk.
However, you will be surprised to learn about Russian law. It’s unlawful to drive a dirty car in Russia
and you will be fined over 2000 roubles.

Japan: Take care of the pedestrians
Isn’t it infuriating when a car passing by
splashes the puddle of water and drives
away unapologetically? Well, not in Japan. It’s not only disrespectful but also unlawful to
splash pedestrians with puddle water while driving
in Japan. On the plus side, this means you can wear
white without hesitation.

London: Take care of the
Pony
This might sound like one of the most
bizarre traffic rules to you, but the rule
books say so. A bag of oats and a bale of hay are
required to be carried at all times by “hackney carriages,” or taxis, in Lomdon. One must always be
ready for emergencies with ponies.
— SIMRAN SINGH

MEMORIES

Elon Musk’s photo with
ex-girlfriend auctioned
at whopping price

A 40-feetlong Indian
classical
music
instrument
‘Veena’,
weighing 14
tons, reaches
Ayodhya to
be installed
at Lata
Mangeshkar
Smriti
Chowk, on
Thursday. ANI

Every minute
of our time
costs the public
exchequer
and at the
same time, it
takes away
two minutes of
someone else.
— Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
Supreme Court judge while hearing a plea against the Governor
of Maharashtra.

DILEMMA

To decide or not to decide

W

e make them
all the time, the
little ones - ‘shall
I work out today or sleep in?’
The tedious ones – ‘what are
we eating for lunch/dinner?’
and the big ones – the life
changing ones. These are the
decisions that have either
already altered the course
of our lives or, if we are still
young, they will.
Nilakshi Louzado, a highly
successful investment advisor, and financial planner
recently decided to sell a lucrative and well-established
financial services practice
that she and her husband
had started together more
than two decades ago. In
speaking to her about this
and other significant decisions in her life, Nilakshi
said that she didn’t make it,
nor many of the other decisions one might expect that
she would have made.
There is a great deal of simplicity as well as complexity
in the way the human brain
makes decisions. It makes
decisions on pure impulse,
but it also makes rational
decisions based on thought,
analysis, and a thorough
scan of everything it has
learned over the many years
it has spent making decisions. Jeff Bezos has said,
‘All of my best decisions in
business and life have been
made with heart, intuition,
guts…not analysis.’
Daniel Kahneman is a psychologist and a statistician.
He uses his book, Thinking
Fast and Thinking Slow to
demonstrate the two systems he says we use to think
– one is fast – intuitive and
emotional, the other slower,
and more logical.
In India, there is a third
way of making decisions –
to not make them.
Nilakshi refers to herself as
a floater. She says that when
she was younger, her father
decided for her, and once she

saturday read
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met her boyfriend and later
husband, he began deciding.
She took great pride in being
accommodating, like water
settling anywhere without
making waves, she says. ‘I
never spent time thinking
about myself as an individual. I always thought of myself as a daughter, a sister, a
wife, a mother.’
It was not till after she
turned 50 that Nilakshi
began to make a few life affecting decisions. She did
this after nine months of
life coaching with a friend
who had recently certified
as a Life Coach and needed
a guinea pig. It was through
this experience that Nilakshi, realized she had agency,
that she had her own core
values that she wanted to
align her life to, and she began to discover herself.
This malaise of not making decisions is not defined
entirely by gender. While
it is true that women in India have traditionally not
made majordecisions. It has

been their fathers first, later
husbands and still later,
sons who have done that
for them. However, we are a
nation of non-deciders with
our ‘go with the flow’ and
‘chalta hai’ approach to life,
there are many generations
of people who have decided
to never decide.
Kahneman says, ‘Questioning what we believe and
want is difficult at the best
of times, and especially difficult when we most need
to do it, but we can benefit
from the informed opinions
of others.’This is especially
true when it comes to adult
children who want to make
their own decisions, but we
are prone to not let them.
Nilakshi attests to the fact
that while she hasn’t made
any of her own life decisions, she has been guilty of
imposing her expectations
on her children, making
their decisions for them and
if that doesn’t work, finding
third parties to do that task
for her. Sometimes, those

informed opinions that help
make decisions belong to
those who should be making the decisions in the first
place.
Tripti Lawale, a Certified Spinning Instructor, a
single mother and a fitness
enthusiast says that she has
made a lot of life decisions.
She decided to go back and
finish her studies after she
had a baby. She has also,
more recently, decided to
take herself on a spiritual
journey and become a Pranik Healer. She admits that
because she has made her
own decisions a certain way,
she has judged other people
for theirs. Nilakshi, not having made many of her own
decisions also admits to
judging others. Both have
decided to work at less judging, more deciding because
it is only when we decide are
we moved, both literally and
figuratively.
For those who are stuck in
the perennially fallow field
of no-decision, the daily
Wordle (free from the New
York Times) ensures at least
one decision per day - the
starting word. Once that is
in place, the brain’s inexplicable passions kick in and
dig out words from its hidden crevices. Sure, there
are decisions involved with
every subsequent word but
by then the mind is in gear,
it is humming, it is evolving
strategies and running scenarios, it is deciding.
‘The whole problem with
the world is that fools and
fanatics are always so certain of themselves, and wiser people so full of doubts,’
Bertrand Russell. So, go
ahead and make those decisions – analytically, emotionally or a combination of
the two – you choose.

#GautamAdani

Gautam Adani becomes world’s
second-richest man, netizens
react
Business conglomerate Adani Group’s chairman
Gautam Adani is now the world’s second-richest person
after overtaking Louis Vuitton’s Bernard Arnault, according to Forbes’ Real-Time Billionaires List.
Soon after the announcement, Gautam Adani took
over the top trends on social media as netizens shared
their reaction.

One of the users said, “All of us should feel proud
when Virat Kohli score a century. Can this be same? Do
not know”
Second user said, “With a net worth of $137.4 billion,
#GautamAdani transcends Bill Gates and Louis Vuitton’s co-founder Bernard Arnault to become the third
richest person in the world. I’m glad to see Indians
shining on the world map. Congratulations and Best
Wishes to you sir.”

Priya Hajela is the author of Ladies’ Tailor, published by HarperCollins India.

REVAMP
TDG Network
Boston

Elon Musk’s college photos
were auctioned recently,
and guess how much those
pictures were sold for?
Well, the pictures of Elon
Musk with his ex-girlfriend
from college, Jennifer
Gwynne, were recently at
an auction house in the US,
and the photos were sold for
more than Rs 1.3 crore (USD
1,65,000)!
According to the New York
Post, Boston-based RR Auction said that the photos
were a collection of neverseen-before photos and
“memorabilia” from Musk’s
college sweetheart, Jenifer
Gwynne.
On Wednesday, Musk
changed his Twitter profile
photo to one of the photos
put up for auction.
According to the New York
Post, Musk and Gwynne

dated between 1994 and
1995 when they were both
studying at the University of
Pennsylvania.
The online portal further
reports that there was a gold
necklace with a small green
emerald that Elon Musk
gave Gwynne for her birthday while they were together, and that was sold out for
USD 51,000, which converts
to an amount just above Rs
40 lakh.
There was also a birthday
card that was sold at the auction for almost Rs 13 lakh.
The birthday card had “BooBoo” written on it.
There were a total of 18
candid photos, and each was
sold individually. According
to the portal, Gwynne and
Musk aren’t in touch.
Workwise, Elon is currently engaged in a public battle
with Twitter to get out of a
USD 44 billion deal to buy
the social media company.

Indian Railway transforms old coaches into
heritage looking restaurants
TDG Network
New Delhi

Christened as ‘Restaurant on
Wheels’ and generating an
additional source of revenue,
the Indian Railways is in the
process of giving facelifts to
old railway coaches into cosy,
aesthetic, heritage-looking
restaurants.
The rail coach restaurant
is already in operation in the
circulating area of Asansol
railway station under the
Eastern Railway in West
Bengal. With the proliferation of LHB coaches, the old
coaches of Indian Railways
are being pulled out of service. The old train coaches,
whose operations have been
discontinued by the Railways, have been utilised for

coach restaurants.
The coach restaurants are
being designed with an aesthetic and beautiful heritage
look for the attraction of
travellers.
People can enjoy themselves with family and
friends and have ecstatic

feelings while getting the
experience of dining in train
coaches. There will be facilities to buy food, snacks, and
beverages at the coach restaurants.
When such a restaurant
was inaugurated in Asansol,
the target was to raise Rs 50

lakh as non-fare revenue
over a period of five years.
The non-fare policy ensures
that the railways are adding
bulk to their income through
various sources other than
freight and passenger receipts.
Under five-year contracts,
the offeree will be able to
open their restaurants in the
coaches provided by Indian
Railways, but the owner of
the refurbished freights will
remain with the Railways.
Northeast Frontier Railway
(NFR) has also initiated converting some of its old train
coaches, which are not fit
for use, into restaurants by
modifying them.
A coach restaurant is ready
to be operational in the New
Jalpaiguri station area.

#Aryan Khan

Fan kisses Aryan Khan’s hand,
video goes viral
Shah Rukh Khan’s son Aaryan Khan is a youth sensation and enjoys a massive fan following. He makes sure
to acknowledge his fans’ love and affection.
On Thursday, he was spotted at the airport as he returned to Mumbai. When he stepped out of the airport,
several fans crowded him to click pictures with him.
Aryan obliged the request of some of his young fans
and clicked photos with them.
One of his fans got emotional on seeing him. The fan
held Aryan’s hand and kissed him. The video soon went
viral and netizens took to Twitter to share their reaction.
One of the users said, “Such a lovable moment”.
Another reacted, “Make debut in bollywood”. Recently,
Aryan set the internet on fire with his photoshoot. Aryan
Khan took to his Instagram account on Tuesday to share
pictures from his photoshoot for Adidas.
The 24-year-old looked at a spitting image of Shah
Rukh as he posed in striking T-shirts, shoes, and jackets for the brand endorsement.
On the work front, if reports are to be believed, Aryan is
all set to make his debut as a writer.
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CHOICES

The holy vows and the
unholy alimony

women 13

CONTENTIOUS

Is marital rape the bone of
contention of #MarriageStrike?
Today, more women are joining the mainstream and
battling the patriarchal nature of power and dominance.
Sheen Kachroo
new delhi

mohua chinappa

W

ith divorce cases
rising in India,
women are
slowly but surely beginning to make clinical decisions about their lives. For
the first time, their voices
are being heard in unequal
relationships that they want
to end. The ones that are not
serving them the growth
and the nurturing, women
are slowly but surely taking
steps to sever it.
As more women are beginning to question the gender
role in marriages, which
in its essence is a gendered
institution, more marriages
are also falling apart. The
concept of women seeking
more space in the home
they see themselves living
their entire lives in is an alien
concept for many men.
In India, the majority of
women leave their parents’
homes on getting married
and sometimes move to different cities to start a family
with their spouses. This shift
isn’t easy on any person. It
requires enormous amounts
of adjustment. Many relationships take a hit in this
shift.
Women who manage the
differences are the ones
who make the adjustments
unquestioningly. Her success is weighed on how accepting she can be with the
new ways of another home.
Her enormous ability to give
up all that she has learnt in
her maternal home and
seamlessly fit into her new
surroundings is lauded and
forms the basis for her successful marriage.
Suleman, a migrant worker, who has moved from
Agartala to Bangalore, believes his 18-year-old wife is
best suited to adjusting to life
in his home. He wants her
to help his mother and, over
the years, manage the show.
He adds that at a younger
age, girls are more malleable
and fitting into a new home

is less difficult. So he opted
to marry someone 10 years
younger than him.
In larger cities in India,
the gender roles are slightly
different. In such places,
when a marriage falls apart,
the woman, if she happens
to be a housewife, is often
left with the panic of figuring out her place in society.
There are concerns about alimony money that she may
not get very easily from her
ex-husband. The looming
As
worry about the future of
more women
her children and herare beginning to
self only adds to her
question the gender role
agony.
As I spoke to Suresh
in marriages, which in
Kamat, who has been
its essence is a gendered
married for over 20
institution, more
years, he was very bitmarriages
are also
ter that he had to give
falling
apart.
money to his ex-wife.
He said, “This is my hardearned money and dividing
ring
this reduces the wealth that
I relentlessly created for the occurrence. It also reveals
that the respect and equality
family.”
On further conversation, that women deserve are not
he added that, he didn’t see understood in their totality.
This also clearly indicates
the need for his wife to be
included or to be kept in the the misogyny that has been
loop about the financial de- passed down for generations
cisions he took on behalf of in society.
It does leave one wonderthe family.
He was repentant as he ing about progress and
was caught cheating on his social evolution, and how
wife and said, “Why can’t society has also shaped the
thought process of what a
she forgive me?”
When it comes to women woman deserves as a genand infidelity, however, the der. India ranked 135 out of
majority of entitled males 146 countries in the World
are amused that forgive- Economic Forum’s Gender
ness can even be discussed. Gap Report 2022.
It is also further found in a
It will surely be the end for
survey that men think that
him with her.
As Kamat explained about the greatest pain that they
fidelity, “Dal and rice are endure in a divorce is having
a staple and they are our to divide the wealth. They
comfort foods, whereas an feel that the woman doesn’t
occasional biriyani is a sin- deserve the compensation.
Acceptability is far easier
ful indulgence.”
On further probe, one un- for divorced men than for
derstands that the wife is women, who are called a dicompared to the simplicity vorcée in society. So, women
of home food. The indul- try to hold on as long as they
gence of the man is supposed can to the disrespect and the
to be overlooked as a singu- exclusion.
What the system needs to
lar incident and not a recur-

ensure is a tighter law
to help stay-at-home
women be paid their
fair share of the salary the working spouse
earns.
With more conversations on gender equality, progress is inevitable.
There will be many stayat-home husbands too. In
such cases, they must also
be equally compensated for
managing the unseen chores
at home.
Housework still remains
unpaid labour. According to the NSO›s Time Use
Survey conducted during
January–December 2019, it
was found that 81.2% of females participated in unpaid
domestic services for household members as compared
to 26.1% of males.
In the eyes of society, it is
expected that women must
do it for love. No one ever
wonders what will happen
if the love fades. Should she
or he continue, or how must
the compensation be made
with fairness to both parties?
Marriages are made in
heaven, as is widely written
in fairytale romances, but
the reality is far more difficult when the rose-tinted
glasses fall off.
Marriage is not a bed of
roses. It is about maturity,
adjustment, and being fair
to one another. With separation and divorces going up in

India, the country must gear
up men to not mansplain to
their friends and families
about the ex-wife turned
witch who took away the
wealth that they created.
This reveals that deep
down, men are still unwilling to view or understand
that she deserves any of their
wealth. Her years of unpaid
labour are taken for granted.
This is what his mother and
grandmother did without
much fuss.
According to this unspoken entitlement, the cycle
must continue, and anything
that shakes up the power dynamics in a marriage, which
is mostly finances, leaves the
man very angry, and he in
turn feels cheated.
Most think that women
must not demand money
and alimony. It is best
when it is a minimal
amount and his wealth isn’t
restructured, which makes
him lose his position within
the family and friends. This
makes him insecure.
The subject of alimony is
a bitter pill that most don’t
wish to discuss or digest.
And as a woman, one needs
to discuss this more openly
and with all the courage
and succinct knowledge of
the laws that must serve her
future purpose.
Mohua Chinappa is an author
and a podcaster of a show called
The Mohua Show.

DETERMINATION

Beating all odds, 22-year-old girl from
Hyderabad clinches silver in powerlifting
TDG Network
Hyderabad

A 22-year-old girl from Hyderabad, Bhagyalakshmi
Vaishnav, won silver in the
international world classic
powerlifting championship
being held in Turkey earlier
this week.
Bhagyalakshmi comes
from a poor family where
the father works in a plywood shop and the mother
is a homemaker who is also
a cancer survivor. She lost
her brother to blood cancer
in 2015.
However, even when faced
with these huge difficulties,
she tenaciously stuck to her
sport.
Bhagyalakshmi narrated
the story of her journey in a
conversation with ANI. She
said that it started with the
training at LB Stadium in
Hyderabad. She competed at
the district level, after which
she was selected for the state
level. She then got the opportunity to play at the national

level.
“It was my dad who I first
thought of when I got the
medal. I video-called my
mom. She was crying out of
happiness. My father works
in a plywood shop, and my
mother is a homemaker. My
dad had a business but went
into debt as my brother had
blood cancer. We were three
sisters and one brother. My
brother had blood cancer
and he died in 2015. My
mother also had breast cancer, but she is doing fine now.
She is overcoming cancer. My
father’s business saw great
losses, and he started working in a plywood shop. We
suffered a lot financially, but
mentally we have great support from family,” she said.
Due to her poor financial
condition, she did not want
to participate in one of the
competitions in Mangalore.
However, it was her father
who took loans so that she
could go on to participate.
“My mother is my inspiration as she overcame her

Bhagyalakshmi Vaishnav

disease and is getting better,
thinking that if she is not
there, who will look after
her girls? So she is doing it
for us and I am doing it for
her. My mom and dad are
my inspirations. There are
other two players playing in
Turkey where one guy had

diabetes and there was a girl
from Great Britain who had
cancer, yet she was participating in the competition,”
she said.
Bhagyalakshmi said that
she trains hard with her
coach and prefers only a
vegetarian diet.
“My coach is Praveen Kumar. My diet is completely
vegetarian. I take dry fruits,
soaked raisins, bananas,
milk, and protein. I also take
paneer,” she said.

Giving out a message to the
girls in the country, Bhagyalakshmi said that they should
motivate other girls to push
their limits and achieve what
they want to in their lives.
“The message I want to
give to girls is to motivate
other girls to struggle and
overcome problems, push
their limits and achieve their
dreams,” she said.
Dhanraj Vaishnav, father
of Bhagyalakshmi, said that
his daughter was into sports
since she entered standard 11.
“At first she used to go to
karate and later she went to
powerlifting. She got a gold
in the Karimnagar district
championship. My family
tried to demotivate me by
asking why I was sending
a girl, but I never listened
to them. We will support
her fully to get to Commonwealth. When she won the
international Turkey championship, I felt very proud.
Our neighbour and all were
very happy, and when she
came back,” he said.

We are all perhaps aware of
the recent proceedings in
the court regarding criminalising marital rape. During this time, the hashtag
#marriagestrike was trending on Twitter.
Speculations were rife
that all those who oppose
marital rape were behind
the trend. But is marital
rape only the bone of contention between the two
groups? Is there any other
active element, like heteropessimism, behind the
trend?
As said by experts, heteropessimism is the public
declaration of dissatisfaction that arises from heterosexual relationships.
The marriage market is
full of wanted brides and
grooms. Every person
chooses his or her partner
with the allowance of their
family members. Then why
heteropessimism?
This is not a foreign trend,
but it is observed in India
as well. In a layman’s language, this situation arises
when both partners are
fed up of each other. But
why, after so many checks
and balances before the
marriage, do such circumstances emerge?
As per my observation,
the first break comes when
the delicate balloon of love ,
romance, and understanding burst. The realisation
that this feeling is shortlived makes the duo vulnerable. Another break

comes with structural issues in a relationship. Or
what we can call power
dominance.
Gone are the days when
women used to feel hopeless and helpless. But today,
more women are joining
the mainstream and battling the patriarchal nature
of power and dominance.
They want power, respect,
and, what can be said, democracy in their families as
well. When these things do
not balance out because of
many underlying reasons,
the relationship starts to
shatter.
The patriarchal culture
of provider and protector
is now breathing its last.
Overexpectations and comparisons with other partners can also contribute to
such marriage disasters.
Like the typical Bollywood
love story, with a Kartik
Aaryan-like husband and

Kaira Advani as the wife,
and then all Karan Johar’s
marriage movie scenes.
These things never happen,
at least not in a general situation.
We started with marital
rape and now let’s continue
with the same. After years,
a sudden spell of romance,
if stopped by a force called
marital rape, can shake the
world of the two people.
The bone of contention in
marital rape is consent. As
said by Shashi Tharoor, “
Marital rape is not about
sex, but about violence; it
is not about marriage, but
about lack of consent.”
Marriage is considered to
be a God-given, unlimited
right for both partners to
have a sexual relationship.
When this is challenged
by the concept of marital
rape, hashtags such as #
marriagestrike become
popular.

IN-HOUSE SERIES

We Women Want:
Paralympian Deepa Malik
talks about her journey

Her story is indeed one of inspiration and moved
everyone in the studio. The young audience was
full of questions and Deepa was much sought
after for selfies long after the recording was over.
TDG Network
New Delhi

This week on We Women
Want, an extraordinary
woman with an unfathomable spirit, Paralympic
Athlete Deepa Malik, joined
the iTV Network for a heartto-heart conversation. In
a candid conversation, the
paralympian talked about
her journey to success and
the struggles she faced along
the way.
Speaking to Senior Executive Editor of NewsX, Priya
Sahgal, Deepa spoke about
how she was married and
a mother of two girls when
an illness confined her to a
wheelchair.

TRAINING FOR
PARALYMPICS
Although she had been living a comfortable life at
home with her in-laws, she
did not want to be seen as
an object of pity. It was then
that she began training for
the paralympics and left
her comfortable home for a
small rented apartment in
Delhi. Neither her husband
nor her in-laws could fathom
why, but she found a source
of support in her two daughters, who travelled with her
and stood by her decision.

Priya Sahgal in conversation with Deepa Malik.

OVERCOMING
CHALLENGES
Deepa talked about not just
her triumphs but also the
challenges she faced on the
road to winning 23 international and 68 national medals. She is also President,
Paralympic Committee of
India and is working to bring
policy changes and other
functional support to help
other para-athletes.
Her story is indeed one
of inspiration and moved

everyone in the studio. The
young audience was full of
questions and Deepa was
much sought after for selfies
long after the recording was
over.
Catch fresh episodes of ‘We
Women Want’ every Saturday at 7:30 PM on NewsX.
The program will also
streamed live on major OTT
platforms- Dailyhunt, Zee5,
MX Player, ShemarooMe,
Watcho, Mzaalo, Jio TV, Tata
Play and PayTm livestreams.
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detachment

A matter of life and death

The relationship with the Divine plays a very important role in preparing for both life and death. In the moment of
transition - ‘death’ - God’s remembrance supports the soul, and gives it the experience of flying to the light - to God. the
soul is eternal. It never dies. It simply passes on from one bodily ‘costume’ to another, carrying its experiences with it.

B.K. Jayanti

M

y mother began
meditating with
the Brahma Kumaris in 1957, when I was
eight years old. So, I grew
up with the influence of
meditation and spirituality,
although only in 1968 did I
start to take it seriously myself. On 26th August 2001,
my mother passed away. A
fellow meditator told me at
the time, how much deep
gratitude she felt for those
who come and use their
lives to serve. My mother’s
faith in God was central in
her life and influenced the
whole family.
My understanding and
experience are that the soul
is eternal. It never dies. It
simply passes on from one
bodily ‘costume’ to another,
carrying its experiences
with it. When we remember
someone who has died sim-

ply as a human being, there
is sorrow. But, remembering
the soul in the awareness of
God, we can send God’s love
and light to that soul. Our
thoughts reach the soul and
the connection carries on
beyond death. Seeing death
as a natural transition into
another state removes fear,
and enables us to respond
to the situation more calmly,
with appreciation rather
than regret.
The soul’s strongest relationship – and attachment - is to the body. It is
understandable, therefore,
why the question of ‘leaving the body’ brings trauma.
A meditation practice that
prepares us for moving on
is what we call ‘soul consciousness’: experiencing the spiritual being as a
being of light, quite separate – detached - from the
body. This detachment is
not cold or distant but one
of benevolent freedom.
Aware of the soul and its
intrinsic value, we start to
perform actions based on
kindness, generosity and
compassion. These actions
accumulate good fortune
for the soul, which it carries with it. And, when it is
time to ‘leave the body’, the
soul understands it is not

In the moment of transition ‘death’- God’s remembrance supports the soul, and gives it the experience of flying to the light to God.

the end. This ‘detachment’
also allows the soul to cope
with illness and pain more
calmly and positively and
draw God’s power and light
to bring comfort.
The relationship with
the Divine plays a very important role in preparing

for both life and death. In
the moment of transition
- ‘death’ - God’s remembrance supports the soul,
and gives it the experience
of flying to the light - to
God. Soon afterwards the
soul will go to its new home
– a foetus in a mother’s

womb. Meditation each day
brings the experience of
God’s love and power, enabling us to experience help
and guidance from the Divine. The practice of meditation is the preparation
for the final moments, so
that the mind is able to stay

focused and concentrated
and experience the connection with the One.
In the process of ‘detaching’ from the body, relationships with others continue
but they are not relationships of possessiveness
or demand - because we

recognise that the other is
also a soul, playing a role
through a body.
The practice of letting go
and surrendering to God
the hurt and pain that others may have caused and
genuinely forgiving them
means that I carry no bur-

den of pain inside me and
nothing holds me back in
the final moments. If I have
made mistakes, let me seek
forgiveness – from others,
myself and God, so that I
can change and move on.
Detaching from the body
enables me to let go of position, possessions and even
the pull of the senses that
bind me and hold me back.
The next step of mastery is
to be able to discipline my
mind to serve me well and
enable the soul to express
its original, eternal nature
of purity, peace, love, truth
and joy.
This journey, holding
God’s hand, engaged in
good actions and settling all
the negative actions of the
past, moves me to a state of
freedom, a state in which all
accounts have been settled
and I then truly know I will
fly to God. It is a journey of
a lifetime and the destination is to be at one with the
Divine, but the journey itself can only be in the companionship of the Divine.
First published in A Matter of Life & Death by Rosalind Bradley
B.K. Jayanti is Additional
Administrative Head of the
Brahma Kumaris.

thought process

Determination is the foundation of willpower

Chirya Yvonne Risely

Determination is an essential
quality to nurture to make
life successful. On my spiritual journey, no matter how
much enthusiasm I have or
how clear my aim is, without determination I will give
up sooner or later. In times
of challenge, we need to take
care that determination does
not lead to stubbornness,
which is a form of resistance.
If we take time to connect to
God’s light in meditation, we
can let go of resistance and
quietly listen for the most
compassionate way to deal

with the situation. An approach or an answer will
present itself.
The quality of our thoughts
affects the quality of our relationships, our words and
our actions. One way to take
charge of our thinking, and
regain loving rule over the
mind, is to practice affirmations. Affirmations are promises we make to ourselves,
that are helpful to strengthen
the mind. We can do this in
order to break negative habits
or weak thoughts created as
a result of conflicts and mistaken attitudes.
We could, for example affirm that:
• Today I will see the good in
others and not think about
what is negative or harmful.
• I will see others in the way I
would like them to see me.
• From now on I will not
judge others.
• I will speak peacefully,
slowly and softly.
• I will stay calm and in peace

If we are determined to nourish the mind with uplifting concepts, ideas and powerful affirmations,
we will see wonders.

and not react.
If we think, or better yet
speak the affirmation out

loud, at least five times a day,
it becomes recorded in our
subconscious. We need to say

them with feeling, believing
in them and not in a monotonous and impersonal voice.

When we listen to something
repeatedly, we begin to believe in it. Advertising and
songwriters use this technique constantly. They create
a phrase, a slogan, and repeat
it over and over again in the
media until finally, people believe it.
Contentment comes when
we are thinking in a pure
and uplifting way. If we are
determined to only consume
healthy information, and to
make sure we nourish the
mind with uplifting concepts,
ideas and powerful affirmations, we will see wonders.
There may be success, there
may be failure but neither are
the end of the story. As Winston Churchill said:
“Success is not final, failure
is not fatal. It is the courage to
continue that counts.”
Chirya Yvonne Risely is a Rajyoga meditation teacher, based
at the Brahma Kumaris Peace
Village Retreat Center, USA.

A thought
for today
There comes a time when
the soul wants to go home;
home to peace, home to my
true self. This is known as the
spiritual pilgrimage. It is a
silent internal matter of the
heart and mind, not a physical
trek across landscapes. The
yearning for peace, love and
silence becomes so great
that I must travel beyond the
physical to find them. Then I
discover meditation, solitude,
contemplation and reflection
and rediscover the pathway
back home to myself. Today let
me honour my deep desire to
come home to myself.

spiritual laws

Every violation is an act of violence

B.K. Sheilu

A violation is generally understood to be an act that
breaks or fails to comply
with a rule or formal agreement. Some people consider
certain forms of violation
acceptable, such as jumping
a red light when the streets
are empty, or holding a noisy
late-night party that keeps
the neighbourhood awake.
Whatever the justification given for such actions,
they constitute a violation

of laws or norms that are
meant to uphold order and
safeguard the rights of everyone in society. Breaching
these norms, as also natural
and moral laws, is as much
an offence as breaking laws
made by governments.
At a subtle level, every violation amounts to violence,
be it against the self, others
or a virtue. The origin of the
word violation reflects this –
the word is derived from ‘violat’, which in Latin means
‘treated violently’.
We do not recognise the
violence we commit when
we act impulsively, thoughtlessly or under the influence
of a need or desire, but we
pay a price for it one way or
another.
Take our daily routine.
There is a right time for everything, determined not

Laws and regulations will create a better world when we begin
to respect spiritual laws.

only by the demands of
punctuality but also by nature, including our biological clock.
When we respect the signals given by our biological
clock, the body functions
smoothly, but when we ignore or override the messages, we begin to suffer the
consequences. Unhealthy
daily routines, such as stay-

ing in bed too late, having
irregular hours for meals,
and skipping or avoiding exercise altogether, takes a toll
on the mind and body.
As with our daily routine,
we cut corners in other areas
of life as well. We put off important tasks because they
are tedious, or uninteresting. When we can no longer
postpone them, we finish

them in a hurry, ending up
doing a sloppy job, which
could have been done much
better if we had scheduled
time for it earlier.
The failure to recognise
and respect the relative importance of different tasks
ultimately has the effect of
putting us and others under
pressure, fraying tempers,
spoiling relationships, and
producing poor results.
Those who habitually work
like this never learn to be
systematic, and end up being
seen as careless and unreliable, which has an effect on
their personal and professional lives.
Disorderliness and disregard for doing things at the
right time, in the right place,
and in the right manner can
lead to problems and misunderstandings. When such

lack of consideration for
norms becomes ingrained
in someone, they may begin
to engage in various forms
of misconduct and transgressions, such as violating
someone’s peace, privacy or
rights, treating someone or
something with irreverence
or disrespect, and more serious offences like fraud, theft
and physical assault. They
justify their actions with
arguments such as “everybody does it”, “this is nothing; there are people doing
much worse”, and “you can’t
survive in this world otherwise”. Such thinking is a
slippery slope that can lead
to even criminality.
Climate change, which is
engaging so many minds all
over the world, is also a consequence of violence -- committed by man against na-

ture. It may have been done
unknowingly in the past, but
even after it became clear
that consumerist lifestyles
and the industrial and commercial activity that support
them are having a devastating effect on the planet, we
have not changed course.
This amounts to a wilful assault on the environment.
At the root of all these infringements lies the subtlest
violation – of spiritual laws.
Whenever we do something
wrong, or even contemplate
such an action, our conscience alerts us, by making us feel uneasy, fearful or
guilty. Any thought, word or
action that stems from anger,
ego, greed or selfishness violates the sanctity of the soul.
An action influenced by such
vices will certainly give sorrow to others, and is akin to

attacking them. It will also
disturb the atmosphere.
When large numbers of
people behave in this manner, as is happening across
the world, the result is misery, violence and disasters.
Laws and regulations will
create a better world when
we begin to respect spiritual laws, which tell us that
truth, purity, peace and love
are the energies that power
each soul and are the basis
of happiness -- the goal that
guides almost all human
actions. If everybody starts
living on the basis of these
virtues, the world will no
longer need man-made laws
to ensure peace, security and
order.
B.K. Sheilu is a Rajyoga teacher
at the Brahma Kumaris headquarters in Mount Abu, Rajasthan.
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Historic moment

Super-sub rule could be game
changer for T20 format: Shastri
TDG NETWORK
Kolkata

I

n a first of its kind, Legends League Cricket
(LLC) introduced a super-sub rule as the tournament kicked off with a special benefit match between
India Maharajas and Team
World Giants at the Eden
Gardens, here, on Friday.
The unique rule states that
one “super substitute” will
be available for each team
which they can use after
the completion of 10 overs
in any inning of the match.
However, the teams have to
announce the name of these
“super sub” players before
the start of the game.
Legends League Cricket
Match Commissioner Ravi
Shastri feels that the introduction of this rule could
be a game changer. With the

Ravi Shastri feels that the introduction of super-sub rule could be
a game changer.

game evolving every year,
the former India coach says
that the rule might be used
in international cricket in the
future.
“I see this game evolving
all the time. Who knows
tomorrow it might be some-

thing that’s used even at the
international level. Don’t
be surprised because this is
one format that can evolve,
especially in tournaments
like these where you are not
bound by certain rules. You
can create your own rules in

tournaments like these or
even in the IPL, or Big Bash.
If you want to experiment
or try something new, this
is the place to do it,” the former India allrounder said in
Kolkata on Friday.
The league phase of the
tournament will start from
September 17 and will feature four teams Gujarat Giants, India Capitals, Manipal
Tigers and Bhilwara Kings.
Around 90 cricketing greats
will take part in 16 matches
across 6 venues.
Speaking about LLC and
his role in the tournament,
Shastri said, “It’s a fabulous
opportunity. It’s a new string
to the bow. Sometimes, it can
just be the motivator that is
needed to keep yourself fit
and engage in something
different. I am always ready
and willing to work for the
benefit of the sport and to

promote the sport in different parts of the globe.”
“Basically, my job in this
league is to ensure that the
cricketing part of it is run
properly. There is a sense of
pride in what you do. The
work ethic has to be solid.
There is an integrity quotient
attached to it. Hence, you
have the Anti-Corruption
Units,” He added.
“These are not exhibition
games. It’s the proper stuff
under proper guidelines and
every aspect is being looked
at like the way you would
play an international game.
When that happens, players
start taking it seriously. They
know they are not out here
for a holiday. They realise
that there are people watching them across the globe, it’s
important for them to enjoy
the league and express themselves,” he said.

Davis Cup

Prajnesh Gunneswaran go down to Casper Ruud in opening GAME
TDG NETWORK
Lillehammer (Norway)

India’s maiden outing
against Norway in the Davis Cup did not get off to a
great start as Prajnesh Gunneswaran went down to
World no. 2 Casper Ruud in
the opening match of their
Group I tie here on Friday.
It was always going to be
an uphill task for Prajnesh
against Ruud and the script
played out exactly as the latter dominated the proceedings to win the match 6-1, 6-4

World no. 2 Casper Ruud.

in straight sets.
Ruud, 2022 US Open

runner-up, underlined his
supremacy from the word

go and after holding the first
serve broke the second. He
was quick off the blocks and
raced to a 4-0 lead. Gunneswaran was like a deer
stuck in the headlight and
had no answer to anything
that Ruud threw at him.
The Indian finally held his
serve for the first time in the
match to make the scoreline
1-5. However, the Norwegian
wrapped up the match on his
next serve to seal the first set.
However, the Indian came
back strong in the next set

224 rooms
and suites

NOW OPEN

and held his first serve but
could not do the same in his
next as Ruud broke him to go
2-1 up. Both held their next
serves to make the scoreline
3-2. Even though Prajnesh
tried hard to stay afloat in the
match, it was Ruud who was
in cruise control throughout
the match prevailed to draw
the first blood for Norway.
Later in the night, Ramkumar Ramanathan will take
on Viktor Durasovic in the
second singles match of the
tie.
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semifinals

India loses 0-1 against
Nepal to crash out of SAFF
Women’s Championship
TDG NETWORK
New Delhi

India crashed out of the
SAFF Women’s Championship 2022 after a 0-1 defeat
at the hands of hosts Nepal in the semifinals, at the
Dasharath Stadium in Kathmandu, on Friday.
Rashmi Kumari Ghishing
scored the only goal of the
game as the hosts eked out a
win on a mud-soaked pitch.
The home side started off
on the front foot, using the
left flank on a number of
attacks in the opening exchanges. However, Indian
defenders Sweety Devi and
Manisa Panna remained
alert to the danger and
thwarted the hosts’ attacks.
Renu had India’s first real
chance of the match on the
12th minute, when she darted into the opposition box,
but Nepal’s captain and goalkeeper Anjila Subba came off
her line to clear it away.
As the match approached
the half hour mark, Sandhiya Ranganathan became
more active down the right
wing. She orchestrated an
attack on the 22nd, passing
it to Ratanbala Devi, who
squared it to Priyangka Devi,
who eventually got dispossessed inside the box.
Later, Sandhiya again send
in a cross for Renu, who tried
to curl it into the far post, but
her effort was saved. That
proved to be the last mean-
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India crashed out of the SAFF Women’s Championship 2022 after a
0-1 defeat at the hands of hosts Nepal in the semifinals.

ingful contribution by Renu,
as India head coach Suren
Chettri soon took her off,
bringing Soumya Guguloth
onto the pitch with minutes
left for the half time whistle.
However, it was Nepal who
took the lead in injury time
of the first half, when Preeti
Rai sent a lot cross at Rashmi
Ghishing’s feet, as the latter
turned and fired it into the
bottom corner.
A goal up, Nepal came out
with much gusto in the second half, as Anita Basnet and
Rashmi Ghishing began orchestrating attacks for the
home side, prompting Suren
Chettri to make an attacking
change, bringing on striker
Apurna Narzary in place of
midfielder Priyangka Devi.
Apurna soon got into the
thick of things as she looked
to thread passes through to
the likes of Dangmei Grace
and Soumya Guguloth.
However, the Nepal defence
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was up to the task.
Staring at a semifinal exit,
India mounted some desperate attacks that earned
them a couple of free kicks
in the opposition half, with
around 20 minutes of regulation time left. Ashalata
Devi took charge of the setpieces, looking to feed them
through to her teammates,
but the Nepal defence held
firm.
Soumya had one last
chance for India with just
minutes left on the clock, as
she was played through behind the defence by Apurna.
The former darted into the
box but the ball was swept
off her feet by an onrushing
defender, before she could
shoot. With this result, India were knocked out of the
SAFF Women’s Chamipionship semi-final – the first
time in the history of the
tournament that such an
event took place.
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National Games

Retirement

Nadal, Serena, Sachin pay
tribute to Roger Federer
TDG NETWORK
New Delhi

We will see fresh new talent
in shooting: Jaspal Rana
TDG NETWORK
Ahmedabad

T

ribute poured in for tennis legend Roger Federer after he announced his retirement from
the sport next week after the Laver
Cup with his friend and rival Rafael
Nadal leading the way.
Federer and Nadal have dished out
many memorable matches against
each other and despite being fierce
foes on the court, they always maintained a healthy relationship off it.
They have dominated the sport for
over two decades and faced each
other on 40 occasions with Nadal
winning 24 matches while Federer
coming out on top 16 times.
Posting on Twitter, an emotional
Nadal wrote, ““Dear Roger, my friend
and rival. I wish this day would have
never come. It is a sad day for me
personally and for sports around the
world. It’s been a pleasure but also
an honour and privilege to share all
these years with you, living so many
amazing moments on and off the
court.”
Another great from the tennis
world, Serena Williams also paid
rich tributes to the Swiss marvel
on Instagram. Welcoming the 20-

Roger Federer and Serena Williams.

time Grand Slam to the retirement
club, she wrote, “I wanted to find
the perfect way to say this, as you
so eloquently put this game to rest perfectly done, just like your career.
I have always looked up to you and
admired you. Our paths were always
so similar, so much the same. You
inspired countless millions and millions of people - including me - and
we will never forget. I applaud you
and look forward to all that you do
in the future. Welcome to the retire-

ment club. And thank you for being
you.”
Master Blaster Sachin Tendulkar,
whose admiration for Federer is well
known, wrote a special tweet in his
honour. “What a career, @rogerfederer. We fell in love with your brand
of tennis. Slowly, your tennis became
a habit. And habits never retire, they
become a part of us. Thank you for
all the wonderful memories,” tweeted Sachin, who is a big fan of tennis
himself.”

high-octane clash

Dronacharya Awardee Jaspal Rana is hoping that the
36th National Games to be
held in Gujarat from September 29 to October 12 will
unearth fresh shooting talent, with several youngsters
getting the opportunity to
take on the more established
stars.
“Not everyone gets to compete in national events and
eventually for the country.
But this is where you spot
talent. Even state meets can
throw up fresh talent. I
am sure by the end
of
the

National Games, we will see
a few new faces who might
shine for India in the future,”
the multiple-time Asian
Games gold medallist said.
Jaspal has been instrumental in shaping the careers of
several youngsters, including Manu Bhaker, Saurabh
Choudhary and Anish
Bhanwala while working
with the junior national
squad. As someone
wh o f i r st wo n
laurels for India
at the 1994 Junior World

Championship in Milan and
went on to excel in the Hiroshima Asian Games later the
same year, the now 46-yearold feels that the National
Games will offer the right
exposure to all participants.
“We do not have the Asian
Games this time in Hangzhou, so it is a great opportunity for all our athletes to
come together and showcase
their skills in Gujarat. It is not about
just shooting.
There are so
many
different
disci-

plines
at the
National
Games and
if the cream
of talent
can

compete with the lesser experienced players, it will be
very good,” he said.
Rana himself is keen to
watch all the shooting action
during the National Games
as he firmly believes that
watching any competition is
a learning experience even
for coaches.
“The talent base (in shooting) is very strong and we
have seen how youngsters
grab the chance which
comes their way. I would
like to see India’s best shooters come to Gujarat and entertain the spectators. There
is also an opportunity for
younger marksmen to learn
from the seniors,” he said.
Rana also pointed out that
the atmosphere in multi-discipline games makes it an experience worth cherishing.
“I used to enjoy representing
the country during my days.
It is this passion and brotherhood which will be seen in
play at the National Games
as well. I am very confident
that the Gujarat government
will do a great job in hosting
the Games,” he added.

Women’s T20

I am confident that we will come out India to begin campaign against
victorious against Norway: Ramkumar South Africa at U19 World Cup
Ramanathan
Supriya Saxena
Lillehammer (Norway)

India tennis star Ramkumar Ramanathan is the cynosure of all eyes during the
ongoing high-octane clash
against Norway in a Davis
Cup 2022 World Group at
Hakons Hall in Lillehammer, Norway with their top
four men’s singles players.
A lot is being expected of
the World No.276 and he
will be looking to deliver on
the expected line for India
along with Prajnesh Gunneswaran in the singles
competition, while Yuki
Bhambri and Saketh Myneni who won the Challenger
title in Mallorca earlier this
month will be in-charge of
the double’s competition.
The Bhambri-Myneni duo
already have enjoyed plenty
of success in 2022, winning five Challengers and two Futures events.
During an exclusive chat
o n Da-

vis Cup special programme
powered by Dafa News on
ITV Network Ramkumar
Ramnathan said, “It always
feels good to play Davis Cup
and being the first player of
the team, I am really happy
and confident that we will do
well and will come out victorious in this tie. Obviously, it
is
the first day,
and it is

Draw
Singles: Casper Ruud vs Prajnesh Gunneswaran
Singles: Viktor Durasovic vs Ramkumar Ramanathan
Doubles: Casper Ruud and Viktor Durasovic vs Yuki Bhambri and Saketh Myneni
Singles: Casper Ruud vs Ramkumar Ramanathan
Singles: Viktor Durasovic vs Prajnesh Gunneswaran
very crucial for us. We will
give our 200 percent. We are
very excited and confident. It
is important for us to win
this

will allow us to qualify for
group 1.”
On being asked if being the
number one singles player
in the side doubles up the
responsibility, he
said “Yes, I have
never played
against Victor
Durasovic.
But as he
trained in
Spain, I
k n ow a
little bit
about
him and
Ramkumar Ramanathan

the way he plays. I just have
to do my thing, focus on my
game, and serve well. I have
to stay aggressive, make use
of the chances
and be brave! I
am very sure of
a good game. I
am really looking forward
to the tie.”
“I with my captain and
the coach, have seen
ample matches of
Norway players,
we have strategized together,
we have certain
plans and few
backups too,” he
further added.

TDG NETWORK
Dubai

India will open their campaign against South in the
inaugural ICC U-19 Women’s
T20 World Cup to be held in
South Africa next year.
The tournament took place
from January 14 to 29, 2023
in South Africa with India
placed in Group D alongside
Scotland, South Africa and
the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) in the group stage.
India will face South Africa on the opening day of
the tournament The Women
in Blue will next lock horns
with UAE on January 16
followed by Scotland on
January 18. A total of 41
matches will be played
across two venues including Benoni and
Potchefstroom.
The 16-team event

TDG NETWORK
Mumbai

Mumbai Indians have named
South African legend Mark
Boucher as their head coach
from the next season.
He will replace Mahela Jayawardene who has been promoted to the position of Global
Head of Performance. The club
recently revamped its current
coaching setup, which was followed by the hiring of additional support staff.
Zaheer Khan, who served as
the director of cricket operations up until last season, has
been promoted to the position
of global head of cricket development. Both of them will be
involved with the group’s three
teams. Mark Boucher has had
a long and illustrious career
as a wicket-keeper, and bats-

man and holds the record for
the most Test dismissals by a
wicket-keeper. Post-retirement
he took over as coach for Titans,
a top-level cricket franchise
in South Africa, and led them
to five domestic titles. In 2019,
Cricket South Africa appointed Mark Boucher as the head
coach where he crafted 11 Test
wins, 12 in ODIs, and 23 T20I
victories.
“It is an honor and privilege to
be appointed as Head Coach of
MI. Their history and achievements as a franchise clearly put
them up there as one of the most
successful sporting franchises
in all of the world sports. I look
forward to the challenge and
respect the need for results. It’s
a strong unit with great leadership and players. I look forward
to adding value to this dynamic
unit,” said Mark Boucher, Head

Coach, Mumbai Indians.
With this announcement,
speculations about the vacant
position of the Mumbai Indians head coach position have
been put to rest.
Boucher abruptly resigned as South Africa’s
head coach on Monday,
effective after South Africa’s participation in
next T20 World Cup
in Australia, causing
a stir. South Africa
had just lost a Test
series in England
by a score of 2-1.
Boucher wants
to “pursue other
interests and
opportunities,”
CSA CEO
Pholetsi
Moseki
said.

will comprise 11 Full ICC
Members and five Associate
nations. The top three teams
from each group will progress to the Super Six League
stage, where teams from
Group A will play against
Group D and Group B will
compete against Group C.
Indonesia and Rwanda are
the two first-time participants in an ICC World Cup
event. While Indonesia beat
Papua New Guinea to win

incredibly exciting for the
development of women’s
cricket which is a strategic
priority for the ICC,” ICC
Head of Events, Chris Tetley
said in an official statement
released by ICC.“We are
looking forward to seeing
the kind of success stories
emerge from this event that
we have enjoyed in the Men’s
U19s over the years and it’s
fantastic to welcome ICC
event debutants Indonesia
and Rwanda to the world
stage,” Tetley added.
“We are delighted that
South Africa will be hosting this event as well as the
senior ICC Women’s T20
World Cup shortly thereafter and we wish all the teams
the very best in their preparations for the tournament
and to Cricket South Africa
in organising the event,” he
said.

Announcement

next season

Mark Boucher named Mumbai
Indians’ new head coach

Inaugural ICC U-19 Women’s
T20 World Cup to be held in
South Africa next year.

the East Asia-Pacific group
in July, Rwanda became the
final team to qualify for the
event after beating Tanzania
on September 12.
Four matches will take
place each day with Australia playing Bangladesh on
an opening day, followed by
South Africa taking on India
at the Main Oval in Willowmoore Park in Benoni while
UAE will go up against Scotland, followed by Sri Lanka
v USA at the B Oval. The
semi-finals will be played
on January 27, at JB Marks
Oval in Potchefstroom, with
the final taking place at the
same location on January 29.
“The ICC U19 Women’s
T20 World Cup is the ultimate finishing school for
future female stars of our
game and to have 16 teams
heading to South Africa
for the inaugural event is

Mark Boucher

Sanju Samson

Sanju Samson to lead
India A against New
Zealand A in one-day series

m u mbai : D a s h ing middle order batsman Sanju Samson will lead
the India A squad in the three
match one day series against
New Zealand A to be played in
Chennai, the BCCI announced
today.
Th e f i r st m at ch
of the series will be
played on September
22, while the second
match will take place on
September 25. The final
and third match of the oneday series will be held on
September 27.
Samson had a great Indian
Premier League 2022, in which

his side Rajasthan Royals
reached the final. He scored
458 runs in 17 matches at an average of 28.63 and a strike rate
of 146.79. He scored two halfcenturies with the best score
of 55. In six T20I matches this
year, Samson scored 179 runs
at an average of 44.75. He hit
a half-century, a knock
of 77 runs against Ireland.
In s i x O D I s ,
Samson scored
130 runs at an average of
43.33. One half-century came
out of his bat in five innings he
played.
India A squad: Prithvi Shaw,
Abhimanyu Easwaran, Ruturaj Gaikwad, Rahul Tripathi,
Rajat Patidar, Sanju Samson
(Captain), KS Bharat (wicketkeeper), Kuldeep Yadav, Shabhaz Ahmed, Rahul Chahar,
Tilak Varma, Kuldeep Sen,
Shardul Thakur, Umran Malik,
Navdeep Saini and Raj Angad
Bawa.

