
Pr i m e  M i n i s t e r 
 Narendra Modi on 
Friday said India 

needs to defeat threats 
arising from Naxalism-
-both “gun-totting and pen 
wielding.” 

Addressing via video 
conferencing the ‘Chintan 
Shivir’ of home ministers 
of states in Surajkund, 
Haryana the PM said, “In 
past few years, all govern-
ments have acted respon-
sibly to demolish ground 
network of terror.. .We 
need to handle it by com-
bining our forces. We will 
have to defeat all forms of 

Naxalism-be it gun-toting 
or pen-wielding, we will 
have to find a solution for 
all of them.” 

Prime Minister also pro-
posed the idea of “One 
Nation, One Uniform” for 
police, aiming at unifor-
mity among various forces. 
“I think the identity of the 
police across the country 
could be identical.”

However, he said it was 
“just an idea” and not an 
imposition and asked the 
states to think about it as 
just a suggestion.

Th e  P r i m e  Mi n i st e r 
called for improved syn-
ergy among the police sta-
tions with cooperation, 
rapport and a streamlined 

mechanism. In order to 
improve the efficiency of 
the police and strengthen 
law and order, the Prime 
Minister said the intercon-
nectedness between the 
police of different states is 
an important aspect. 

He said, “Law and order 
is not restricted to one state 
now. Crime is turning in-
terstate and international. 
With technology, criminals 
now have increased their 
power to commit crimes. 
Criminals beyond the bor-
der are misusing technol-
ogy. 

Be it cybercrime or the 
usage of drone technology 
for the smuggling of weap-
ons or drugs, we will have 

to keep working on new 
technology for them.” 

PM Modi also advocated 
close cooperation among 
the states to tackle crimes 
and criminals.

He also seconded Union 
Ho m e  M i n i s t e r  A m it 
Shah’s call for uniform law 
and order policy. 

“Cooperative federalism 
was not only the feeling of 
the Constitution but also 
the responsibility of the 
states and the Centre,” he 
added. The PM said even 
though law and order is 
a state subject as per the 
Constitution, they are 
equally linked with the 
unity and integrity of the 
country.

Uproot gUn toting and pen 
wielding naxals: pM Modi
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As Elon Musk takes 
over Twitter, Parag 
Agrawal ‘escorted out’ 

at Un Meet, india says ‘26/11 will 
never ever be forgotten’

U.s. to China: all shoUld 
sUpport Un designation 
of terrorists

India plays Mumbai 
attack conspirator 
Sajid Mir’s tape 

The Prime Minister also floats an idea of ‘One Nation,  
One Uniform’ for police forces for uniformity.  Tesla CEO Elon Musk is now 

the official owner of micro-
blogging site Twitter. As soon 
as he takes over the company, 

Twitter’s Indian-American 
CEO Parag Agrawal was 

‘escorted out’ of the com-
pany’s San Francisco head-
quarters. “The bird is freed,” 
Musk tweeted, after Parag’s 
departure. 

Sources said after com-
pleting the USD 44 billion 
acquisition, Musk was on a 
termination spree, sacking 
some other top executives be-
sides Parag. He fired finance 

Days after Pakistan’s exit from FATF’s grey 
list, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on 
Friday said that the task of bringing the per-
petrators of the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks 
remains unfinished and India will never give 
up on this objective. In what was viewed as 
a message to the UN, FATF and other global 
forums, Jaishankar assertively said that the 

masterminds of 26/11 must be brought to 
justice. When it comes to proscribing some 
of these terrorists, the Security Council has 
regrettably been unable to act, EAM said.

Jaishankar said all this while paying tribute 
to victims of the Mumbai carnage along with 
members of the UN Security Council just 
ahead of beginning of UN Security Council 
Counter Terrorism Committee meeting at the 
Taj Mahal Palace Hotel. Though Jaishankar 
didn’t refer to 

In an apparent message to 
China, US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken on Friday 
said all relevant parties 
should support the designa-
tion of terrorists and no na-
tion should stand in the way. 

He delivered this message 
via virtual statement during 
an informal briefing of the 
Counter-Terrorism Com-
mittee at one of the main 
sites that saw the Mumbai 

terror attacks--the Taj Hotel 
in Mumbai. China, in recent 
months, has blocked several 
bids to designate several 
terrorists based in Pakistan. 
Beijing this month put on 
hold a proposal to list Talha 
Saeed, son of Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba (LeT) chief Hafiz Saeed. 

This bid was moved by In-
dia and co-supported by the 
US, under the 1267 sanction 
regime. Addressing the UN 
Counter-Terrorism Com-
mittee members, Blinken 

3 indian stUdents 
die in Car Mishap 
in U.s.
Washington: three 
students from india died 
in a car accident in the 
sheffield town of the Us 
state of Massachusetts, 
Berkshire District at-
torney’s office said. 
state and local police 
are still investigating a 
two motor vehicle col-
lision that killed three 
and hospitalized five 
people tuesday morn-
ing. the crash occurred 
on tuesday morning 
at approximately 5:30 
am, a toyota sienna and 
a Chevrolet silverado 
collided on Route 7 near 
Pike Road in Berkshire 
county. three occupants 
of the sienna, 27-year-
old Prem Kumar Reddy 
goda, 22-year-old 
Pavani gullapally, and 
22-year-old sai nara-
simha Patamsetti, died 
on scene. 

azaM khan  
disqUalified froM 
Up asseMbly
LUCKnoW: sP leader 
and Rampur MLa 
azam Khan was on 
Friday disqualified from 
the membership of the 
Uttar Pradesh Legisla-
tive assembly, as per 
the office of UP assem-
bly speaker, a day after 
he was sentenced to 3 
years in prison in a hate 
speech case of 2019.  
Khan has been sen-
tenced to three years 
in prison in a 2019 hate 
speech case by Rampur 
District court, and 
he lost his assembly 
membership as his 
eventual imprisonment 
term is longer than two 
years. 

top of the day

In an unprecedented public 
expose at the Mumbai UN 
counter-terror meet, India 
on Friday revealed in detail 
Pakistan’s role in the 26/11 
Mumbai terror attack by play-
ing Pakistan-based terrorist 
Sajid Mir’s audiotape. 

In the audio clip, he is 
heard directing the attack 
on Chabad House during 
Mumbai 26/11 terror attacks. 

Playing the audio clip, India 
presented undeniable evi-
dence against Pakistan. The 
clip was played by a senior 
Intelligence Bureau officer, 
Pankaj Thakur at the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) Counter-Terrorism 
Committee (CTC) meeting at 
Taj Mahal Palace. 

It exposed Sajid Mir direct-
ing terrorists from Muzaf-
farabad, Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir where he is giving 
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In India, 18% 
surge of TB cases 
in 2021: WHO

Black Friday: Delhi registers 
most polluted day of season 

‘vijay MaMa, hi it’s rishi’…sUnak ignites india 
ConneCtion with invitation to downing street 

pUtin laUds Modi’s 
foreign poliCy, says 
india has Made great 
eConoMiC strides 

India saw a surge of 18 per 
cent in tuberculosis (TB) 
cases compared to 2020, 
after it registered 21.4 lakh 
tuberculosis cases in 2021. 
According to the WHO 
Global TB Report 2022 re-
leased on October 27, 2022, 
21.4 lakh TB cases were 
notified in India in 2021, 
18 per cent higher than in 
2020. 

Over 22 crore people 
were screened for TB in 
2021 across the country for 
early detection and treat-
ment of TB, said the Min-
istry of Health and Family 
Welfare in a press release. 
It stated that India, in fact, 
performed far better on 
major metrics as compared 
to other countries over 

time. 
Under the new initiative 

Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyan, more 
than 40,000 Nikshay Mi-
tra are supporting over 
10.45 lakh TB patients all 
over the country. 

The WHO Global TB Re-
port 2022 noted the impact 
of the Covid-19 pandemic 
on the diagnosis, treatment 
and burden of disease for 
TB all over the world. 

India’s TB incidence for 
the year 2021 is 210 per 
100,000 population - com-
pared to the baseline year 
of 2015 (incidence was 256 
per lakh of population in 
India); there has been an 
18 per cent decline which 
is 7 percentage points bet-
ter than the global average 
of 11 per cent. These figures 

At 455 of Air Quality Index (AQI) at 
Anand Vihar, Delhi on Friday regis-
tered the worst polluted day of the 
season. Altogether, air pollution in the 
national capital is at its highest since 
January, with some areas in the Na-
tional Capital Region reporting ‘severe’ 

category air quality. According to the 
latest forecast, it’s set to worsen and re-
main in the “very poor” category over 
the next three days, which can trigger 
health advisories.
At 5 pm, Delhi had an overall AQI of 

357, Ghaziabad 384, Noida 371, Greater 
Noida 364, and Faridabad 346.

Not just Delhi, from Punjab to Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar, air quality in 34 In-

dian cities is in the ‘very poor’ category.
“The capital witnessed a drop to the 
severe category for the first time this 
season due to poor dispersion of pollut-
ants owing to weak winds, according 
to the Central Pollution Control Board 
(CPCB). The forecast of the average 
AQI of Delhi is likely to be in the ‘poor’ 
and ‘very poor’ categories given the 

Kashmiri celebrity chef San-
jay Raina’s latest social media 
post featuring the new UK 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
in the backdrop is a heart 
warming treat for netizens 

to watch. 
The video, in which the UK 

Prime Minister is referring to 
chef’s uncle as ‘Mama’ is seen 
as yet another leaf of his In-
dian connection, which has 
come days after his Diwali re-
ception at 10 Downing Street 
and King Charles’ offering 

him Diwali sweets.
Chef Raina has shared a 

video of his short interac-
tion with Rishi Sunak. In 
the video clip which the chef 
shared on Twitter, he can be 
seen saying to the camera-- 

“Mama, I have got somebody 
to say hello to you”. 

He then pans the camera 
to the left to include Rishi 
Sunak in the frame. Sunak 
says hello with an ear to ear 
smile. “Vijay mama, hi. It’s Ri-
shi, how are you?” the British 
PM says. The conversation 
does not end here. Sunak, 

Russian President, in his an-
nual address to the Valdai 
Discussion Club, a Moscow-
based think tank, on Thurs-
day lauded Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s indepen-
dent foreign policy, saying 
that a lot has been done un-
der his leadership in India as 
he called him a patriot of the 
country, according to Re-
uters translation of Putin’s 
statement which he said in 
Russian. 
“A lot has been done under 
the leadership of PM Modi. 
He is a patriot of his coun-
try. His idea of ‘Make in In-
dia’ matters both economic 
wise and in ethics. Future 
belongs to India, it can be 

proud of the fact that it’s the 
largest democracy in the 
world,” the Kremlin said at 
Valdai Discussion Club, as 
per Reuters translation. 

Calling India’s develop-
ment a tremendous one in 
its development from being 
a British colony to a modern 
state, the Russian president 
added that around 1.5 billion 
people and definite develop-
ment results give reasons 
for everyone’s respect and 
admiration for India. 
“India has made tremen-
dous progress in its devel-
opment from being a British 
colony to a modern state. 
Almost 1.5 billion people & 
tangible development re-
sults give reasons for every-
one’s respect & admiration 
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‘bird is freed’

Soul searching 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing the 
‘Chintan Shivir’ of Home Ministers of States, through 

video conferencing, in New Delhi on Friday. ANi
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u.s. to China: all should support un 
designation of terrorists

Putin lauds Modi’s foreign 
policy, says India has made 
great economic strides 

‘vijay mama, hi it’s rishi’…sunak 
ignites india ConneCtion with 
invitation to downing street 

in a sweet gesture, 
then invites “Vi-
jay mama” to 10 
Downing Street. 

“Hopefully, you come here 
and see me. So when you get 
here, tell your nephew San-
jay to bring you to Downing 
Street. Take care,” he signs off. 
Sanjay Raina captions the 
shared video -- “Visa on arriv-
al ab pakka. [Visa on arrival is 

confirmed now (Translated to 
English)]” The shared video 
was deluged with interesting 
comments pouring in a short 
time. Netizens were curious 
about who “Vijay Mama” is.

Another user praised Rishi 
Sunak’s demeanor when he 
speaks over the video call to 
the Chef’s uncle. The user 
commended Sunak for his 
down-to-earth nature even 

after his ascent to the top post.
One user also posted a pic of 

Amitabh Bachchan from his 
1990 Indian Hindi-language 
action crime film Agneepath 
and gave it a fun angle. Nota-
bly, Bachchan’s name in the 
movie was Vijay Dinanath 
Chauhan. They posted his 
pictures from the movie 
captioned with his famous 
dialogue “Henn”. 

chief Ned 
Segal and 

legal policy head 
Vijaya Gadde also. 
Musk is expected 

to remain CEO of Twitter in 
the interim period, but may 
eventually cede the role in the 
longer term, sources said. 

Musk, ahead of his USD 44 
billion Twitter acquisition 
deal had dismissed specula-
tion about why he’d buy the 
micro-blogging platform and 
his thoughts on advertising. 
“The reason I acquired Twit-
ter is that it is important to the 
future of civilization to have a 
common digital town square, 
where a wide range of beliefs 
can be debated in a healthy 
manner, without resorting to 
violence. There is currently 
great danger that social me-
dia will splinter into far right 
wing and far left-wing echo 
chambers that generate more 
hate and divide our society,” 
he said in a statement on 
Thursday. 

The Tesla founder said that 
Twitter should be “warm and 
welcoming to all” and enable 
users to choose the experi-
ence they want to have. Fur-
ther, Musk told advertisers 
that he wants the platform 
to be “the most respected 
advertising platform in the 
world.” 

Meanwhile, on Wednesday 
Musk walked into the head-
quarters of Twitter in San 
Francisco, carrying the bowl 

of a sink. This action was the 
object of several memes on 
the internet. 

Musk tweeted a video of 
himself carrying a kitchen 
sink and captioned it “let that 
sink in!” He also changed his 
Twitter profile to read “Chief 
Twit”. 

In July, in a surprising turn 
of events, Elon Musk who 
had long been showing his 
interest to buy Twitter ter-
minated the deal. The Tesla 
CEO did so by alleging that 
Twitter violated their mutual 
purchase agreement by mis-
representing the number of 

spam and fake bot accounts 
on its platform. 

After Musk put out the deal 
termination announcement, 
the market saw a sharp de-
cline. Later, Twitter sued 
Musk accusing him of using 
bots as a pretext to exit a deal.
Again, last week, Musk con-

firmed that he would move 
forward with the Twitter 
buyout at the originally 
agreed price of USD 54.20 
per share. However, the Twit-
ter deal legal proceedings had 
been put on hold by a judge 
overseeing the dispute until 
28 October.  

 unfavourable cli-
matic and meteo-
rological condi-

tions that generally prevail 
in the NCR during winters 
and the occurrence of farm 
fires. 

Environmentalist Vimlen-
du Jha said that severe cate-
gory AQI is very dangerous 
for health and it affects even 
healthy people and seriously 
impacts those with existing 
diseases. 
“In such circumstances, the 
school should be closed and 
outdoor movement should 
be prohibited because severe 

category AQI impacts all as-
pects of life,” Jha said.

Meanwhile, Commission 
for Air Quality Management 
in NCR and adjoining areas 

has intensified its efforts to 
ensure enforcement and 
compliance with its direc-
tions after the air quality of 
the national capital plunged 

to the ‘severe’ category. 
The standard approved 

fuel list for NCR bans the use 
of heavily polluting fuels like 
coal, furnace oil etc. Biomass 
fuels with stricter emission 
norms have however been 
permitted in NCR, outside 
the territorial jurisdiction 
of GNCTD considering the 
huge availability and need 
to promote environmentally 
sustainable use of biomass.
“The Commission in associ-
ation with the State Govern-
ments has launched a drive 
for shifting all industries in 
NCR to cleaner fuels as per 
the approved list,” the Min-
istry added.

As Elon Musk takes over Twitter, 
Parag Agrawal ‘escorted out’ 

BlaCk friday: delhi registers most 
polluted day of season 

At UN meet, India says ‘26/11 
will never ever be forgotten’

India plays Mumbai attack 
conspirator Sajid Mir’s tape 

instructions 
to terrorists who 
were at Chabad 
House  during 

Mumbai 26/11 terror attacks.  
Thakur made this revela-

tion in the presence of several 
foreign ministers and diplo-
mats from over 15 countries. 

Notably, Sajid Mir, one of In-
dia’s most wanted terrorists, 
is wanted for his involvement 
in the 2008 terrorist attacks 
in Mumbai, India. 
“Beginning on 26 Novem-

ber 2008, and continuing 
through 29 November 2008, 
ten attackers trained by the 
Pakistan-based foreign ter-
rorist organization Lashkar-
e-Tayyiba (LeT) carried out a 
series of coordinated attacks 
against multiple targets in 
Mumbai, including hotels, ca-
fes, and a train station, killing 
approximately 170 people. Six 
Americans were killed dur-
ing the three-day attacks,” the 
FBI website reads. 

Mir served as the chief 

planner of the attacks, di-
recting preparations and 
reconnaissance, and was one 
of the Pakistan-based con-
trollers during the attacks. 
Shortly after the harrowing 
attack, CIA Station Chief met 
ISI Analysis Directorate Ma-
jor General Akhtar and pre-
sented him with charts and 
communication intercepts 
that proved conclusively 
that the attack was carried 
out from Pakistan and had 
clear support from ISI.

also place India 
at the 36th posi-
tion in terms of 

incidence rates (from larg-
est to smallest incidence 
numbers), added the Mo-
HFW release. 

While the Covid-19 pan-
demic impacted TB Pro-
grammes across the world, 
India was able to success-
fully offset the disruptions 
caused, through the intro-
duction of critical inter-
ventions in 2020 and 2021 

- this led to the National TB 
Elimination Programme 
notifying over 21.4 lakh TB 
cases - 18 pc higher than 
2020.

said many 
members of the 
security coun-
cil, including the 
United States, 

have adopted their own 
sanctions against the ter-
rorists behind these attacks. 
“But our efforts are more ef-
fective when we act together, 
which is why we worked 
with India to put the nomi-
nation to designate several 
terrorists through the UN 
1267 committee. All relevant 
parties should support this 
designation and no nation 
should stand in the way,” he 
said. 

In his message to the UN 
committee members, the top 
US diplomat said Washing-
ton is joining New Delhi and 
people around the world to 
mourn lives lost, including 
141 Indians, 6 Americans 
and victims from 15 other 

countries from every region 
in the world. 

Blinken said India, the 
United States, and all na-
tions around the world 
have a responsibility to the 
victims of the 26/11 Mumbai 
terror attacks and to bring 
to justice the perpetrators of 
terrorist attacks. “We have a 
responsibility to the victims 
and the people everywhere 
to bring to justice the per-
petrators of the Mumbai at-
tacks including their master-
minds. That’s what the US is 
working to do, together with 
India and other partners for 
the last 14 years,” he added. 
“Because if we allow the at-
tacks of these attacks go un-
punished, we send messages 
to terrorists everywhere 
that their heinous crimes 
will be tolerated,” he added. 
Ahead of the 14th anniver-
sary of the Mumbai attacks 

in November, India is host-
ing the two-day anti-terror-
ism meeting of the United 
Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) starting Friday. The 
key UNSC meeting, under 
New Delhi’s chair of the 
Counter-Terrorism Commit-
tee (CTC), is taking place at 
one of the main sites that saw 
the dastardly terror attacks. 

Speaking at the counter-
terrorism briefing, Jaishan-
kar said the world knows 
that money is the lifeblood 
of terrorism. 
“Terrorist organizations re-
quire funds and resources 
to maintain their organiza-
tional functions and under-
take activities. The reality 
that terrorism continues to 
exist and expand points to 
an underlying truth: that 
terrorism continues to get 
the necessary financial re-
sources to thrive,” he added. 

for India,” 
he added. 

He further em-
phasised ties be-

tween India and Russia, call-
ing it a special relationship. 

“It has been underpinned 
by a close ally relationship 
of many decades. We’ve 
never had any difficult is-
sues and supported each 

other & that’s happen-
ing right now. I’m sure 
it’ll happen in future,” as 
per the Reuters transla-
tion of Putin’s statement. 
Putin also underlined that 
PM Modi has asked him to 
increase the supply of fer-
tilisers which is very impor-
tant for Indian agriculture. 
“We have increased volume 

by 7.6 times. Trade in agri-
culture has almost doubled,” 
he added, as per Reuters. 

Putin’s address to the 
Kremlin-affiliated insti-
tute comes as Moscow 
continues to escalate the 
war in Ukraine more than 
eight months after Russia 
launched its invasion on 
February 24.

Pakistan in his 
remarks directly, 
he left little doubt 
as to where the at-

tackers had come from. Jais-
hankar described the Mum-
bai carnage as “one of the 
most shocking terror attacks 
of our times”. He said Mum-
bai was “held hostage by 
terrorists who had entered 
from across the border”. He 
noted that 26 citizens of 23 
other countries were among 
the dead.

As the UN Security Council 
Counter Terrorism Commit-
tee (CTC) meeting began in 
Mumbai, the Indian dip-
lomats and top security of-
ficials played an audio clip 
of Pakistan-based terrorist 
Sajid Mir directing the 26/11 
attacks. Mir was Lashkar-e-
Taiba’s operations manager 
for the Mumbai attacks.  The 
Indian team of officials gave 
a detailed presentation on 

“Pakistan’s support” for ter-
rorists involved in the 26/11 
attacks at the UN Security 
Council meeting. In the au-
dio clip, Sajid Mir, one of In-
dia’s most wanted terrorists, 
could be heard directing the 
Mumbai terror attacks.

Jaishankar was joined by 
UK foreign secretary James 
Cleverly, Gabon foreign 
minister Michael Moussa 
Adamo, Ghana foreign 
minister Shirley Ayorkar 
Botchwey, UAE minister of 
state for international coop-
eration Reem Ebrahim Al 
Hashimy, Albanian deputy 
foreign minister Megi Fino 

and UN under-secretary 
general Vladimir Voronkov 
for a solemn wreath-laying 
ceremony at the Taj Mahal 
Palace Hotel in Mumbai, 
which was one of the main 
targets of the attackers.

Representatives of all 15 
members of the UN Security 
Council, including Chinese 
deputy consul general Nancy 
Wang, also participated in 
the ceremony, which was 
held at the 26/11 memorial 
located in the hotel’s lobby. 
A total of 166 people were 
killed over four days by a 
10-member team of the Pak-
istan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT), including 31 who died 
in the Taj Hotel.
“What Jaishankar said was 
in fact a message that Paki-
stan may have been dropped 
from the grey list by the Fi-
nancial Action Task Force, 
but terrorists responsible 
for Mumbai attacks, who are 
roaming freely there, remain 
to be punished. This is a fact 
that no global institution can 
afford to ignore,” a diplomat 

told The Daily Guardian 
from Mumbai. “The action 
on the part of Pakistan is still 
missing,” he added.

Sources told TDG that Jais-
hankar in fact set ‘terrorism 
emanating from Pakistan’ as 
a significant narrative for the 
Security Council meeting.

 “Since the attacks, we have 
endeavoured to bring the 
masterminds and perpetra-
tors of this attack to justice. 
This task remains unfin-
ished. Therefore, the com-
ing together of the UNSC’s 
Counter-Terrorism Com-
mittee to this venue is both 
special and significant,” Jais-
hankar said.

In a tweet posted just after 
his speech, Jaishankar said 
the gathering of the UN Se-
curity Council at the 26/11 
Memorial in the Taj Hotel 
sends a strong message on 
countering terrorism. “We 
will hold the masterminds 
and conspirators account-
able. We will never give up,” 
he tweeted.
“It was not just an attack 

on Mumbai, but an attack 
on the international com-
munity. Nationals of specific 
countries were identified be-
fore being murdered. As a re-
sult, the commitment of each 
and every member state of 
the UN to combat terrorism 
stood publicly challenged,” 
Jaishankar said in his speech.
“Together, we should send 
out the message that the in-
ternational community will 
never give up on holding 
terrorists accountable and 
delivering justice. 26/11 will 
never ever be forgotten,” he 
added.

The ceremony was part in-
formal opening session for a 
special meeting of the UN 
Counter-Terrorism Com-
mittee (CTC) being hosted 
by India. The substantive 
discussions on the main 
theme of the special meeting 

– countering the use of new 
and emerging technologies 
for terrorism–will be held 
in New Delhi on 29 October.

Meanwhile, the Indian offi-
cials named Lashkar-e-Taiba 
head and 26/11 mastermind 
Hafiz Saeed, Sajid Mir and 
Major Iqbal of Pakistan’s 
Inter-Services Intelligence 
(ISI) during the presentation.

Safi Rizvi, Additional Sec-
retary in Home Ministry, 
explained at the meeting 
that due to FATF’s grey list-
ing of Pakistan, cross border 
terrorist bases reduced by 
75% but now it has gone up 
by 50% and there is a pos-
sibility of a scale up in terror 
attacks.

on the radar

RAHIL NORA CHOPRA

shifting 
attention 
After failure in the 
assembly polls, BSP 
Supremo Mayawati is 
shifting attention to win-
ning back the support of 
Muslims. The strategy is 
to have an impressively 
large Dalit-Muslim 
vote combined to put 
up a strong fight in the 
2024 general election. 
Mayawati has been vo-
cal on Twitter regarding 
the issues impacting 
the Muslim community, 
including some con-
troversial ones like the 
ban on PFI. In a series 
of tweets, the BSP chief 
said that the UP govern-
ment had completed the 
much-discussed survey 
of private madrasas 
dependent on people’s 
donations by forming a 
special team, accord-
ing to which more 
than 7,500 “unrecog-
nized” madrasas were 
engaged in imparting 
education to poor chil-
dren. She questioned 
why there was a need 
to interfere with non-
government madrasas, 
as they didn’t want to be 
a burden to the govern-
ment. Meanwhile, an in-
fluential Muslim leader 
from Saharanpur, 
Imran Masood, defected 
from the Samajwadi 
Party (SP) and joined the 
Bahujan Samaj Party. To 
counter this challenge, 
BSP office-bearers have 
decided to field several 
Muslim candidates in 
the upcoming local 
body elections in Uttar 
Pradesh. This is strate-
gically intended to reach 
out to Muslim voters.

kharge’s team 
Mallikarjun Kharge has 
taken over as the new 
Congress chief and has 
formed a steering com-
mittee of 47 members, 
including Sonia Gandhi, 
Manmohan Singh, Ra-
hul Gandhi, AK Antony, 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, 
KC Venugopal, Salman 
Khurshid, and Jairam 
Ramesh. However, 
Kharge’s former con-
tender in the Congress 
presidential elections, 
Shashi Tharoor, has 
not been given a place 
in the committee. The 
committee will work in 
place of the Congress›s 
Working Committee, 
the highest decision-
making body of the 
party, till the plenary 
session is held. New 
members of the Work-
ing Committee will be 
chosen at the next AICC 
(All-India Congress 
Committee) session. 
The immediate chal-
lenge in front of Kharge 
as Congress chief will 
be steering the party in 
the Himachal Pradesh 
and Gujarat Assembly 
elections, which are a 
few months away. In 
2023, Kharge will face 
nine state elections, 
including Karnataka, 
Telangana, Rajasthan, 
and Chhattisgarh. 
Another big challenge 
for Kharge will be to set 
a platform for the 2024 
Lok Sabha elections 
and fight the behemoth 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in a direct contest 
in several states. 

People visit Kartavya Path amid low visibility due to a layer 
of smog, in New Delhi on Friday. Delhi’s air quality plunges to 
‘severe category’ for the first time. (ANI Photo)

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar speaks at the Special 
Meeting of the UN Security Council’s (UNSC) Counter-Terrorism 
Committee (CTC), at Hotel Taj Mahal Palace, in Mumbai on Friday. 
ANI

Elon Musk Parag Agrawal

parag to net $50 million 
as exit payout
Parag Agrawal, who stepped into the role less than a year 
ago, is eligible to receive roughly $50 million as part of his 
exit plan.  Other two executives Ned Segal and Vijaya Gadde 
who were also asked to leave will net $37 million and $17 
million, respectively. Altogether, it would cost Twitter $100 
million 
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top of the day

Three-STorey 
building 
collapSeS in 
MuMbai
MUMBAI: Several vehi-
cles were damaged after 
a portion of a three-storey 
building collapsed on 
Friday in the Borivali area 
of Mumbai, BMC officials 
said. A portion of Kamla 
Residency at L T Road, 
Vajira Naka, near Anand 
School, Borivali West, 
collapsed and several ve-
hicles are trapped under 
the debris of the build-
ing. “The building was 
already in a dilapidated 
condition, and the people 
were evacuated earlier,” 
officials said. “The build-
ing was in a dilapidated 
condition and residents 
were already evacuated,” 
Brihanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation said. 

govT panelS in  
3 MonThS To 
hear TwiTTer, 
oTher uSerS’ 
coMplainTS
NEW DELHI: The Centre 
on Friday tweaked 
Information Technology 
or IT Rules to pave way for 
setting up of grievance 
appellate panels, which 
will settle issues that 
users may have against 
the way social media 
platforms such as Face-
book, Twitter, YouTube 
and Instagram initially 
addressed their com-
plaints regarding content 
and other matters. “The 
central government shall, 
by notification, establish 
one or more grievance 
appellate committees 
within three months from 
the date of commence-
ment of the Information 
Technology (Intermediary 
Guidelines and Digital 
Media Ethics Code) 
Amendment Rules, 2022,” 
the notification said.

delhi govT 
approveS 
reviSed fareS 
for rickShaw 
and Taxi 
NEW DELHI: In the wake 
of rising CNG fares in 
Delhi over the last few 
months, the Delhi govern-
ment on Friday approved 
the revised fare for auto 
rickshaws and taxis in 
Delhi. This is good news 
for nearly two lakh auto 
rickshaw and taxi drivers 
who have had to pay more 
due to recent increases 
in CNG prices. With the 
approval of the Delhi gov-
ernment, the new fares 
for auto rickshaws and 
taxis shall be applicable 
once these are notified in 
the coming weeks.

iSi-backed 
Terror Module 
buSTed in delhi
NEW DELHI: The Counter 
Intelligence unit of the 
Special Cell in Delhi 
busted an ISI-backed ter-
ror module and arrested 
four sharpshooters of the 
Landa Harike-Harvinder 
Rinda gang as part of its 
ongoing efforts to stem 
the spread of criminal-
terror nexus in Delhi-
NCR from the border 
state of Punjab. The 
arrested sharpshooters 
have been identified as 
Lakhwinder Singh alias 
Matru (31 years), Gurjeet 
alias Guri (21 years), Har-
mander Singh (26 years), 
Sukhdev alias Sukha (28 
years), and Deepak alias 
Tinu Haryana, informed 
the police on Friday.

AjAy jAndyAl
LADAKH  

developMenT

rajnaTh Singh dedicaTeS 75 
infraSTrucTure projecTS in 
ladakh To The naTion

Union Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh dedicated 75 
infrastructure projects to 
nation built by the Border 
Roads Organisation (BRO) 
at a function organised at 
D-S-DBO road in Ladakh 
on October 28, 2022. These 
75 projects—45 bridges, 27 
roads, two helipads, and one 
carbon neutral habitat—are 
spread across six states and 
two Union Territories (UTs). 
Twenty (20) of these projects 
are in Jammu & Kashmir 
(J&K); 18 each in Ladakh and 
Arunachal Pradesh; five in 
Uttarakhand and 14 in other 
border states of Sikkim, Hi-
machal Pradesh, Punjab and 
Rajasthan.

Rajnath Singh appreciated 
the grit and determination 
of BRO for achieving the feat 
despite challenging weather 
conditions. Rajnath Singh 
pointed out that the projects 
will bolster the country’s 
defence preparedness and 
ensure economic develop-
ment of border areas. These 
strategically important proj-
ects have been constructed 
at a total cost of Rs 2,180 
crore by the BRO in record 
time, many of which have 
been completed in a single 
working season using state-
of-the-art technology. The 
important projects are the 
120-metre long Class 70 Shy-
ok Setu on D-S-DBO Road at 
an altitude of 14,000 feet. The 
bridge will be of strategic im-
portance as it will facilitate 
the logistics movement of 
the Armed Forces. Two heli-

pads, one each in Hanle and 
Thakung, in Eastern Ladakh. 
These helipads will enhance 
the operational capabilities 
of the Indian Air Force in the 
region.

The BRO’s first carbon 
neutral habitat at a height of 
19,000 feet for its person-
nel was also inaugurated 
at Hanle. It is BRO’s effort 
towards contributing to La-
dakh’s resolve to become the 
country’s first carbon neutral 
union territory.

While addressing the gath-
ering, Rajnath Singh said, 
“The government is commit-
ted to ensuring the progress 
of far-flung areas to fulfil the 
security needs of the country, 
stressing that infrastructure 
development, along with the 
valour of the Armed Forces, 
was the main reason that 
helped India to effectively 
deal with the recent situa-
tion in the northern sector. 
He termed the new 75 proj-
ects as a testament to that 
resolve and said that these 
bridges, roads, and helipads 
will facilitate military and 
civil transport in far-flung 
areas of the western, north-
ern, and north-eastern parts 

of the country, forming a part 
of the development chain. He 
described connectivity with 
border areas as one of the fo-
cus areas of the government 
for the holistic development 
of the nation.

He further added, “Lack of 
infrastructure development 
in J&K for decades post-in-
dependence was one of the 
reasons behind the rise of 
terrorism in the UT. These 
internal disturbances result-
ed in a significant decline in 
tourist footfall that impacted 
Ladakh also, as well as the 
entire nation. Now, due to 
the government’s efforts, the 
region is witnessing a new 
dawn of peace and progress. 
Our aim is to continue with 
the development of all states 
and UTs in the country. Soon, 
all the remote areas will be 
connected with the rest of 
the country, and together we 
will take the nation to new 
heights of progress. “BRO has 
a crucial role in achieving this 
objective,” Rajnath Singh also 
laid the foundation stones of 
the Himank Air Despatch 
Complex being constructed 
in Chandigarh and a BRO 
Museum at Leh.

naya j-k

5 lakh govT eMployeeS puT 
in hearT and Soul To Make 
pM'S dreaM coMe True

The incorporation of Jammu 
and Kashmir into the Union 
Territory has been a boon to 
government employees in the 
Himalayan region.

The strong workforce of 
more than 5 lakh employees, 
spread across the 20 districts 
of J-K after 5 August, 2019, 
when the Centre announced 
its decision to abrogate the 
special status of the erstwhile 
princely state and divide it 
into two Union Territories, 
has put its heart and soul into 
implementing Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s vision to 
transform Jammu and Kash-
mir into a super state. The 

employees put in their best 
efforts and have made impos-
sible tasks possible. They are 
the same employees who used 
to be at loggerheads with the 
government when J-K was a 
state and local politicians were 
at the helm. Only employees 
who had the political backing 
and blessings of their political 
bosses were given important 
positions and tasks.

After 5 August, 2019, the sce-
nario in “Naya J-K” changed 
completely. The government 
cracked the whip on anti-na-
tional and corrupt employees, 
while the nationalists, upright 
and honest employees were 
provided with all the opportu-
nities and facilities to come for-
ward and prove their mettle.

TdG nETWORK
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'SancTiTy'

reMeMbering

BJP demands dry day 
on Chhath Puja in Delhi

Delhi BJP president Adesh 
Gupta has written a letter to 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal to declare ‘Chhath Puja’ 
as a dry day, a festival of faith 
for crores of Purvanchal resi-
dents, and asks him not to 
breach the sanctity and faith 
of the people.

While addressing the press 
conference, Gupta made this 
demand and said that under 
the new liquor policy, which 
was made to benefit a few 
liquor mafia, the Kejriwal 
government has reduced the 
number of dry days. Now li-
quor is also being sold openly. 
He said that after all of this, 
“AAP leaders use abusive 
words for the gods and god-

desses of Hindus, and some-
times they play with their 
faith and religious belief by 
banning festivals.”

He said that when the BJP 
raised the issue of cleaning the 
Yamuna, Kejriwal got stunned 
and said that the issue of 
cleanliness is not related to 
MCD. Reminding Kejriwal, 
Shri Gupta said that the issue 
of cleaning the Yamuna may 
not be related to MCD, but it 
pertains to two crore Delhi-
ites, and the BJP will always 
raise its voice for those two 
crore Delhiites. He said that 
during the tenure of the last 
eight years, Kejriwal made 
promises about cleaning 
Mother Yamuna eight times 
and also talked about taking a 
dip. But each time, his prom-
ise has proved hollow. 

Emphasising the need 
to create awareness 
against fake news, 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said on Friday that so-
cial media cannot be under-
estimated and that a small 
piece of fake news generated 
by it can create chaos. The 
Prime Minister appealed to 
people to check facts before 
sharing messages on social 
media.

Addressing a ‘Chintan 
Shivir’ in Haryana of home 
ministers of states via video 
conferencing, PM Modi said, 
“For the safety and rights of 
law-abiding citizens, strin-
gent action against negative 
forces is our responsibility. A 
small piece of fake news can 
kick up a storm across the 
nation... We will have to ed-
ucate people to think before 
forwarding anything, verify 
before believing it.” He said 
people must be made aware 
of the various mechanisms 
that are now available on 
all social media platforms to 
verify messages before for-
warding them.

“Fact check of fake news is 
a must. Technology plays a 
big role in this. People must 
be made aware of mecha-
nisms to verify messages be-
fore forwarding them,” the 
prime minister said.

The Prime Minister said 
that one should not limit so-
cial media to being a source 
of information.

He said that a piece of fake 
news has the capability to 
snowball into a matter of na-

tional concern.
The Prime Minister said 

during the reservation issue 
that the country had to face 
losses due to fake news. He 
said people should think ten 
times before forwarding any 
messages on social media.

He stressed the need to ed-
ucate people about the analy-
sis and verification of infor-
mation before forwarding it 
on social media platforms.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of having a smart law 
and order system on par 
with advanced technologies, 
PM Modi said the agencies 
have to be 10 steps ahead of 
the crime world.

He said, “Today the nature 
of crimes is changing. We 
need to understand the new 
age of technologies. We have 
entered the 5G era. Hence, 
we need to be more vigilant,” 
Prime Minister said.

PM stated that 5G tech-
nology will significantly 

improve facial recognition, 
automatic number plate rec-
ognition, drone, and CCTV 
technology.

“With the advancement of 
5G technology, awareness 
is equally important. It is to 
be ensured that India’s law 
and order system becomes 
smart. Technology not only 
helps in the prevention of 
crimes but also in crime in-
vestigation. We will have 
to be 10 steps ahead of the 
crime world,” he said.

The PM said there is a need 
to have a positive perspec-
tive. He called for improved 
synergy among the police 
stations, with cooperation, 
rapport, and a streamlined 
mechanism.

In order to improve the 
efficiency of the police and 
strengthen law and order, 
the Prime Minister said the 
interconnectedness between 
the police of different states 
is an important aspect.

He said, “Law and order 
is not restricted to one state 
now. Crime is turning inter-
state and international. With 
technology, criminals now 
have more power to commit 
crimes. Criminals beyond 
the border are misusing 
technology. Be it cybercrime 
or the usage of drone tech-
nology for the smuggling of 
weapons or drugs, we will 
have to keep working on new 
technology for them.”

The coordination of all 
state agencies, as well as 
central and state agencies, is 
critical, according to the PM.

This, Chintan Shivir of 
home ministers in Sura-
jkund, the Prime Minister 
said, is an excellent example 
of cooperative federalism. 
He said states can learn from 
each other, take inspiration 
from each other, and work 
together for the betterment 
of the country.

He stated that the next 25 
years will be dedicated to the 
establishment of an “amrit 
peedhi.”This ‘amrit peedhi’ 
will be created by imbibing 
the resolutions of ‘Panch 
Pran’: creation of a devel-
oped India, freedom from 
all colonial mindset, pride 
in heritage, unity, and most 
importantly, citizen duty.

The two-day Chintan Shi-
vir is being held at Sura-
jkund, Haryana. Home 
Secretaries and Director 
Generals of Police (DGPs) 
of the States and Director 
Generals of Central Armed 
Police Forces (CAPFs) and 
Central Police Organisations 
(CPOs) attended the Chintan 
Shivir.

'chinTan Shivir'

check facTS before Sharing 
on Social Media: pM Modi on 
war againST fake newS
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

preparaTion

Uttarakhand Chief Minis-
ter Pushkar Singh Dhami 
requested the Central Gov-
ernment for the assistance 
of Rs 750 crores for the 
construction of new police 
stations, police outposts, 
and residences for police 
personnel in the state at 
the Union Home Ministers’ 
Chintan Shivir in Sura-
jkund, Haryana on Friday.

He also requested a re-
laxation in inner line re-
strictions for the internal 
security of Uttarakhand, 
with the aim of promot-
ing tourism activities in the 
border area. “The state gov-
ernment is working on the 

Him Prahari scheme in the 
marginal districts. Under 
the Him Prahari Yojana, 10 
thousand retired soldiers, 
paramilitary and youth in 
the border areas of the state 
would be trained and post-
ed in the border districts 
of the state. For this, an as-
sistance of Rs 5 crore per 
month is expected from the 
Center,” said CM Dhami.

The Chief Minister also 
requested the Central Gov-
ernment to provide a heli-
copter to SDRF for disaster 
relief at the Chintan Shivir, 
which he said would be of 
great help during disasters 
and incidents of forest fires.

The two-day Chintan Shi-
vir is being held at Sura-
jkund, Haryana. The Home 

Secretaries and Director 
Generals of Police (DGPs) 
of the States and Director 
Generals of Central Armed 
Police Forces (CAPFs) and 
Central Police Organisa-
tions (CPOs) are attending 
the Chintan Shivir.

According to the Prime 
Minister’s Office (PMO) 
statement, the Chintan 
Shivir of Home Ministers 
is an endeavour to provide 
a national perspective to 
policy formulation on in-
ternal security-related mat-
ters. The Shivir, in the spirit 
of cooperative federalism, 
will bring more synergy in 
planning and coordination 
between various stakehold-
ers at the centre and state 
levels.

Uttarakhand CM lists  
Rs 750 cr assistance for 
home state at Chintan Shivir
TDG NETWORK
DEHRADUN

TDG NETWORK
SRINAGAR

MaSTerMindS of aTTackS STill alive: 26/11 vicTiMS recounT Their STorieS To unSc MeMberS

With the overarching theme 
of “Countering the use of 
new and emerging technolo-
gies for terrorist purposes”, 
India hosted the anti-terror-
ism meeting of the United 
Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) in Mumbai on Fri-
day, as numerous survivors 
of the 2008 Mumbai terror 
attacks outlined their expe-
riences and highlighted that 
the masterminds behind the 
attacks were still not behind 
bars.

Speaking on the occasion, 
a survivor who was nine at 
the time expressed her views 
and requested the strictest 

laws against terrorism at 
national and international 
levels. “I was nine years old 
at the time when I was shot 
during the attack. Later, we 
were called to testify in court. 
We gave the formal testimo-
ny in court. And since that 
day, I have aspired to become 
an officer so that I can end 
this terrorism. Numerous 
brave officers, the best of the 
best, were killed during the 
attack. We will get complete 
justice only and only when 
terrorism ends. Even today, 
the masterminds are alive. 
Don’t know which conspir-
acy they are still building. I 
would only request the au-
thorities to make the strictest 
laws,” said Devika Natwarlal 

Rotawan.
Devika also informed us 

that she, along with her fa-
ther and brother, were pres-
ent at the Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Terminus as they were leav-
ing for Pune to visit a family 

member.
The general manager of the 

Taj Mahal Palace hotel also 
stressed the horrors of the 
attack.

“We felt our house was at-
tacked and we had to defend 

it,” said the General Manager 
of Mumbai’s Taj Mahal Pal-
ace hotel, KS Kang.

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar paid tribute to the 
victims of the 26/11 Mumbai 
attacks as part of the two-
day anti-terrorism meeting 
of the United Nations Secu-
rity Council (UNSC) starting 
Friday.

The first segment of the 
special meeting of the UN 
Security Council’s Counter-
Terrorism Committee is at 
the Hotel Taj Mahal Palace 
in Mumbai today. A wreath-
laying ceremony also took 
place at one of the main sites 
that saw the dastardly ter-
ror attacks of November 26, 
2008.

Speaking at the UNSC 
meeting at the Taj hotel, Jais-
hankar said, “18 members 
of the Indian Police Forces, 
12 members of the Taj ho-
tel staff, and security were 
martyred in the line of duty. 
As we pay tribute to them at 
the 26/11 memorial site, we 
salute their valour and their 
resolve,” he said.

In his speech, Jaishankar 
pointed out that it was not 
just “an attack on Mumbai, 
it was an attack on the in-
ternational community. The 
nations of specific countries 
were identified before be-
ing murdered. As a result, 
the commitment of each 
and every member state of 
the UN to combat terrorism 

stood publicly challenged,” 
he said.

On November 26, 2008, 
10 terrorists trained by the 
Pakistan-based terror group 
Lashkar-e-Tayyiba (LeT) 
carried out a series of coor-
dinated attacks against mul-
tiple targets in Mumbai, in-
cluding the Taj Mahal hotel, 
the Oberoi hotel, the Leopold 
Cafe, the Nariman (Chabad) 
House, and the Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Terminus train sta-
tion, killing 166 people.

The UN CTC meeting, 
under India’s chair of the 
Counter-Terrorism Commit-
tee (CTC), is taking place in 
Mumbai and New Delhi on 
October 28 and October 29, 
respectively.

Taj Hotel burning during the 26/11 Mumbai terror attack.

PM Narendra Modi 

'river of life': rajnaTh Singh on 
projecTS near Shyok river
LADAKH: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Friday said 
that the Shyok river would not be known as the “River of 
Death” but as the “River of Life” in the future.
The Shyok river, a tributary of the Indus river that flows 
through northern Ladakh and enters Gilgit-Baltistan in 
PoK, is popularly known as the “River of Death” because 
it is believed that the pace of the water flow is so fast that 
it becomes difficult to pass through it in the summer and 
monsoon seasons. The Defence Minister inaugurated 
Shyok Setu today and called it a “River of Life”.
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excise policy case

loss of life

directions

economy and devotion

nia arrests former pfi state 
secretary from kerala

delhi hc 
transfers 
Jamia violence 
matters to 
another bench

aap’s viJay nair moves bail plea, 
court seeks cbi response

6 killed, 5 injured in car accident 
in Prayagraj

Why delimitation committee did not consider 
suggestions by Congress: Delhi HC to EC 

Gods on currency 
notes: Arvind 
Kejriwal writes to 
PM Modi 

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has arrested 
the former state secretary 
of the Popular Front of In-
dia (PFI) CA Rauf from his 
house in the Palakkad dis-
trict of Kerala, the agency 
said on Friday.

A senior agency official 
told ANI that Rauf, who had 
been absconding for several 
months, was arrested last 
night following a raid con-
ducted by the agency at his 
residence in the Pattambi 
area in the Palakkad dis-
trict. Rauf was on the radar 
of both Kerala Police and 
the NIA, and agency offi-
cials increased their efforts 
to apprehend him after the 
Central Government banned 
the PFI.

Officials said that Rauf had 
been hiding after the NIA 
launched a massive country-
wide operation against the 
PFI and arrested its various 
cadres.

The move comes almost a 
month after the Centre de-
clared the PFI an “unlawful 
association” and banned it 
for the next five years, as well 
as directed all states and the 
Union Territories (UTs) to 
“exercise” powers under the 
Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act against the outfit 
and its affiliates.

In September, over 100 
PFI cadres were arrested in 
multiple raids carried out 
across the country by the 
NIA, the Enforcement Di-
rectorate, and state agencies 
as well as police forces based 
on findings about a number 
of “instances of international 

linkages of PFI with Global 
Terrorist Groups like Is-
lamic State of Iraq and Syria 
(ISIS)”.

The PFI and its associates 
are also charged with work-
ing covertly to increase the 
radicalization of one com-
munity by promoting a sense 
of insecurity in the country, 
which is substantiated by 
the fact that some PFI cadres 
have joined international ter-
rorist organisations.

The PFI is further accused 
of its involvement in several 
criminal and terrorism cases 
as well as sheer disrespect 
towards the constitutional 
authority of the country.

With funds and ideologi-
cal support from outside, 
the PFI and its affiliates are 
further accused of becoming 
a major threat to the internal 
security of the country.

A Delhi Court on Friday 
sought a response from the 
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) on the bail plea of 
Vijay Nair, communication 
strategist of the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP), presently in ju-
dicial custody in relation to 
an excise policy case.

Vijay Nair was recently 
arrested for his alleged role 
in the irregularities pertain-
ing to the excise policy of 
the Delhi Government. The 
Special Judge MK Nagpal on 
Friday issued notice to the 
CBI and fixed the matter for 

3 November, 2022.
Earlier, the Court, while 

granting custodial remand 
to CBI, stated that the alle-
gations appearing in the FIR 
are serious and a detailed 
investigation is required for 
the purpose of arriving at 
a logical conclusion in due 
course. It would be in the in-
terest of justice to allow po-
lice custody of the accused, 
Vijay Nair.

The court earlier also noted 
that the FIR reflects allega-
tions of the commission of 
a number of irregularities 
in the framing and imple-
menting the Excise Policy 
of the NCT of Delhi for the 

years 2021–2022 and vari-
ous known and unknown 
persons have been shown 
instrumental therein at 
various stages, allegedly 
performing various roles 
and undue favours to the li-
censees for obtaining illegal 
pecuniary benefits.

The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) has also filed 
an ECIR while initiating a 
money laundering probe 
in connection with the CBI 
FIR relating to the framing 
and execution of the Delhi 
government’s excise policy, 
in which Deputy Chief Min-
ister Manish Sisodia is the 
accused.

Six people were killed and five sustained 
injuries after the car in which they were 
travelling collided with an electric pole and 
overturned in Prayagraj.

The incident took place on the highway 
near Handia on Thursday. The car was head-
ing towards Vindhyachal. Police arrived at 
the spot following the accident.

“The injured were sent to the hospital. A 
post-mortem on the dead is being conducted. 
Police and administration are extending all 
kinds of help to affected families,” Addi-
tional Superintendent of Police, Gangapar 
Agrawal, said.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath expressed condolences over the loss of 
lives.

Chief Minister Yogi directed the Prayagraj 
district administration to give proper treat-
ment to the injured.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal on Friday said he 
has written to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi request-
ing him to put pictures of 
Lord Ganesh and Goddess 
Lakshmi on currency notes, 
stating that “it is a desire of 
130 crore Indians.” Two days 
before, Arvind Kejriwal held 
a press conference to appeal 
to the union government to 
have God’s images on cur-
rency note so that the econ-
omy of the country could be 
improved. 

“I have written a letter to 
the Prime Minister, and have 
requested him on behalf of 
130 crore Indians that the In-
dian currency notes should 
have photos of Lakshmi and 
Ganesha apart from that of 
Mahatma Gandhi,” Kejriwal 
tweeted in Hindi along with 
the letter. “It is the desire of 
the 130 crore people of the 
country that there should 
be a picture of Mahatma 
Gandhi on one side and of 
Ganesh and Lakshmi on the 
other side of the Indian cur-
rency. Today, the economy 
of the country is passing 
through a very bad phase. 
Even after 75 years of inde-
pendence, India is counted 
among the developing and 
poor countries. There are so 
many people still poor in our 
country. Why?” Kejriwal said 
in his letter to PM Modi.

“On the one hand, we all 
need to work hard, and on 
the other hand, we also need 
God’s blessings so that our ef-
forts are fruitful,” Delhi Chief 
Minister said. “Only with the 
confluence of the right policy, 
hard work, and God’s bless-
ings will the country be on 
the path of progress.”

Kejriwal further said that 

since he had demanded to 
put Lord Ganesh and God-
dess Lakshmi on banknotes, 
there has been tremendous 
support from the general 
public.

“I publicly demanded this 
in a press conference. Since 
then, there has been tre-
mendous support from the 
general public on this issue. 
People are very excited about 
it. Everyone wants this to be 
implemented immediately,” 
he added.

Earlier on Wednesday, 
Kejriwal had appealed to 
Prime Minister Modi to con-
sider including the images of 
Goddess Lakshmi and Lord 
Ganesh on currency notes 
in India to “improve the 
economic situation of the 
country”.

“Today I appeal to the cen-
tral government and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. On 
the Indian currency there is 
a photo of Gandhi ji. Let that 
be. On the other side of the 
currency, a photo of Shri 
Ganesh Ji and Lakshmi ji 
should be put.

“As I said, we have to make 
a lot of effort to improve the 
economic situation of our 
country. But also with that, 
we need blessings from the 
gods and goddesses,” Kejri-
wal said in his address.
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The two-day “Chintan 
Shivir”, or brain-
storming session of 

state Home Ministers and top 
police officers from all states, 
concluded on Friday with 
a commitment to move to-
wards a “thematic approach”.

The first-ever such meet-
ing, organised on Thursday 
under the chairmanship of 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah, also emphasised focus-
ing on “cybercrime, improv-
ing conviction rates, narcotics 
and border security”. As the 
meeting concluded on Friday 
evening, top sources in the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
said, the Home Minister sug-
gested “We (all states and the 
Centre) should move towards 
a thematic approach”.

To achieve a 90 per cent con-
viction rate target, the states 
were also advised to focus on 

forensic sciences, which play 
a big role.

Noting that “internal secu-
rity is a shared responsibility 
of both the Centre and states”, 
it was decided jointly to work 
in the spirit of “Team India”.

All states were also advised 
to “constantly and annually” 
review their goals and have a 
plan for what their internal 
security will be in 2047.

The states were also advised 
to hold regular meetings of the 
Narco Coordination Centre 
(NCORD).

In the meeting, it was also 

mentioned that “Bihar and 
Jharkhand have become 
free from naxalism” and that 
9,200 North East militants 
have surrendered arms in 
the last eight years.

Besides, it was also pointed 
out that development taking 
place in the North East and ar-
eas under the Armed Forces 
(Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) 
has been reduced.

It was also mentioned that 
the North East, Jammu and 
Kashmir, and Left Wing Ex-
tremism (LWE) or naxalism 
are areas where Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi’s led Cen-
tral government has achieved 
unprecedented success.

The ‘Chintan Shivir’ was 
attended by the Governor of 
Punjab; 10 Chief Ministers 
from Uttar Pradesh, Assam, 
Goa, Haryana, Kerala, Mani-
pur, Punjab, Sikkim, Tripura, 
and Uttarakhand; Deputy 
Chief Ministers of Maharash-
tra and Nagaland; Lieutenant 
Governors of Ladakh, as well 
as Jammu and Kashmir.

The Home Ministers of 
Arunachal Pradesh, Andhra 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gu-
jarat, Haryana, Karnataka, 
Meghalaya, Madhya Pradesh, 
Odisha, Puducherry, and Raj-
asthan, as well as the Finance 
Minister of Jharkhand also at-
tended the event.

The event, which has the 
objective of preparing an ac-
tion plan for the implemen-
tation of “Vision 2047” and 
“Panch Pran” announced in 
the Independence Day speech 

of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, also had the following 
key focus areas: development 
of eco-system for cyber crime 
management; modernization 
of police forces; increase in us-
age of IT in the criminal justice 
system; land border manage-
ment and coastal security; and 
other internal security issues 
were also key focus areas of 
the event,

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral session of the event, the 
Home Minister on Thursday 
said that the initiative of the 
‘Chintan Shivir’ was taken by 
the current Prime Minister 
and former Chief Minister of 
Gujarat, Narendra Modi.

Shah said both the Centre 
and states can fight against 
cross-border crime when all 
states will jointly plan and 
take steps accordingly.

The Minister said that the 
“Chintan Shivir” will help 
formulate a joint plan to deal 
with crimes and other issues.

chintan shivir concludes

centre, states can fight
cross-border crime Jointly: shah 

Arvind Kejriwal

Crashed car over the road.
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human rights

The National Commission for Wom-
en (NCW) on Friday constituted a 
two-member fact-finding team to in-
vestigate reports of alleged “auction-
ing” of girls on stamp papers to settle 
disputes over loan repayments in the 
Bhilwara district of Rajasthan. Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot said that the 
state government has formed teams 
to investigate the alleged “auction-
ing” of girls’ case in Bhilwara.
Speaking to reporters, Ashok Gehlot 
said, “We have received this informa-
tion. Teams have been deployed to in-
vestigate everything. We will make 
sure a proper probe is done. No one 

will be spared.” 
The NCW Chairperson, Rekha 

Sharma said that similar incidents 
have been reported for the last few 
years but the state government has 
not taken action so far. Sharma will 
also meet the Rajasthan Chief Secre-
tary and the Bhilwara Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) on 1 November in 
connection with the case.

“A team of NCW is being sent to 
Bhilwara district, Rajasthan. On 1 
November, I will meet the Rajasthan 
Chief Secretary and the Bhilwara Su-
perintendent of Police (SP). Similar 
incidents have been reported from 
the state for the last few years but 
no action has been taken so far,” said 
Sharma.

The NCW has taken cognizance 
of the reported crime, which is ex-
tremely appalling and traumatizing.

The Commission said that it has 
been reported that in many settle-
ments in the village, girls are sold for 
prostitution on stamp paper.

The NCW Chairperson has also 
written to the Chief Secretary, the 
Government of Rajasthan, to take ur-
gent action on the matter and apprise 
the Commission of the action taken.

The Commission has also written 
to the Director General of Police, 
Rajasthan, to immediately invoke 
relevant provisions in the FIR and to 
arrest all the accused at the earliest.

On the other hand, taking cogni-
zance of the alleged “auctioning” 

of girls in Bhilwara, the National 
Commission for Protection of 
Child Rights (NCPCR) chairman P 
Kanoongo said that the matter would 
be investigated and that the child 
rights body would ensure that the 
nexus gets banned and the accused 
are punished.

The NCPCR is scheduled to visit 
Bhilwara on 7 November and meet 
the families affected by trafficking. 
“We will investigate. On 7 Novem-
ber, I’ll visit the village affected by 
trafficking, meet affected families, 
and try to find out who is all in-
volved in this nexus. We will see that 
Nexus gets banned and the accused 
is punished,” said NCPCR chairman  
P Kanoongo.

NCW forms fact-finding team to probe into 
‘auction’ of girls in Rajasthan’s Bhilwara
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

ASHISH SINHA
NEW DELHI
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hc adJourns 
hearing bail 
plea of sharJeel 
imam 
NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
High Court on Friday ad-
journed the hearing on 
the bail plea of Sharjeel 
Imam for six weeks at the 
request of his counsel. He 
is an accused in the larger 
conspiracy of the Febru-
ary 2020 Delhi riots. In 
this case, the High Court 
dismissed Umar Khalid’s 
appeal against a lower 
court’s order denying him 
bail. The Special Bench 
comprising justices Sid-
harth Mridul and Rajanish 
Bhatnagar adjourned the 
hearing on bail of Sharjeel 
Imam to December 16, 
2022, at the request of 
Advocate Ahmad Ibrahim.

sc grants four 
weeks’ time to 
cure defects of 
over 1000 cases 
NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court has 
given over 1000 cases 
filed between 2014 and 
2020 a four-week window 
to correct defects, and 
has warned that if the 
advocates-on-record fail 
to do so, the cases will be 
dismissed without further 
review. In its order deliv-
ered recently, Justice PS 
Narasimha observed that 
there are one thousand-
odd matters listed in 
the court, which were 
petitions filed before this 
Court from 2014 to 2020.

ifs raJesh 
ranJan 
appointed as 
indian envoy to 
ivory coast
NEW DELHI: Indian 
Foreign Service (IFS) 
officer Dr. Rajesh Ranjan 
has been appointed as 
the next Indian Ambas-
sador to the West African 
nation of Cote d’Ivoire.”Dr. 
Rajesh Ranjan (IFS: 2001), 
presently High Com-
missioner of India to the 
Republic of Botswana, 
has been appointed as 
the next Ambassador of 
India to the Republic of 
Cote d’Ivoire,” the Ministry 
of External Affairs said 
in a press release. He is 
expected to take up the 
assignment shortly. Dr 
Rajesh Ranjan joined the 
Indian Foreign Service 
in December 2001. He 
has served in the Indian 
Embassy in Moscow as 
Second/Third Secretary 
dealing with Political and 
Commercial issues (Au-
gust 2003-July 2004).

5-yr-old 
molested in 
madhya pradesh 
madrasa
KHANDWA: A Muslim 
cleric was sent to judicial 
custody after being 
arrested for allegedly 
molesting a 5-year-old 
girl inside a madrasa in 
Madhya Pradesh’s Khand-
wa, according to an official 
on Friday. The accused 
was identified as Maulvi 
Abdul Samad of Emanual 
Madrasa in the district 
located in Zakaria Masjid 
in Khanshawali, Khandwa. 
According to the police, 
the matter came to light 
when the 5-year-old 
complained of chest pains 
to her parents, following 
which they registered a 
complaint at the Moghat 
police station. The police 
arrested the accused and 
produced him before the 
court.

The bench headed by the 
Chief Justice of the Delhi 
High Court on Friday trans-
ferred a bunch of petitions 
to another bench relating to 
violence in Jamia Millia Isla-
mia (JMI) University on 15 
December, 2019.

The bench of Delhi Chief 
Justice Satish Chander Shar-
ma, also comprising Justice 
Subramonium Prasad, on 
Friday transferred all the al-
leged Jamia violence matters 
to another bench headed by 
Justice Siddharth Mridul. 
The bench transferred the 
concerned matters after not-
ing that the bench headed by 
Justice Siddharth Mridul is 
already examining a bunch 
of petitions related to the 
North East Delhi Violence. 
The matters are deferred 
until 28 November, 2022.

Meanwhile, a lawyer who 
appeared for Delhi Police 
also informed the court that 
the Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral who is leading the mat-
ter is also unavailable today.

Last week, the Supreme 
Court requested the Delhi 
High Court to give an early 
hearing to the plea after the 
petitioner’s lawyer submit-
ted to the Supreme Court 
that the matter has been 
pending before the Delhi 
High Court for years.

The Delhi High Court issued notice to the elec-
tion commission on a petition filed by DPCC 
President Anil Chaudhary seeking directions 
on why the delimitation committee did not con-
sider suggestions given by the Congress party. 
Delhi HC fixed a date on 15 December for next 
hearing.

A petition was filed on Thursday challenging 
the notification issued with regard to the delimi-
tation of municipal wards in the national capital.

The plea stated that the notification of 17 Oc-
tober, 2022, whereby the Union Government, 
in an arbitrary manner, without consideration 
of the significant factors, issues and applica-
tion of its mind, determined 250 wards within 
MCD limits, completely ignoring the ratio of 
area population and without dividing them 
into equal proportions as per census of 2011 
and natural boundaries.

Plea claims that the election commission’s 
ward delimitation formula is completely arbi-
trary, irrational, unintelligible, and confusing, 
and that it contains numerous legal flaws. 
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The Border Security Force 
(BSF) troops seized a huge 
cache of arms and ammunition 
from Ferozepur, Punjab, said, 
officials.

The recovery was made 
around 7 PM on Thursday. 
“Troops of BOP Jagdish, ex-
136 Bn, Sector Ferozpur (Distt 
Ferozpur), Punjab recovered 
a bag during a search near the 
zero line containing arms and 
ammunition,” read an official 
statement from BSF.

The officials recovered 3 AK 
47 rifles with 06 empty maga-
zines, 03 nos mini AK 47 rifles 
(brand being ascertained) with 
05 empty magazines, and 3 
nos pistols (Beretta type) with 
06 empty magazines. The BSF 
also seized 200 rounds of am-

munition (100 rounds of the 
rifle, and 100 rounds of the 
pistol). The Punjab Police has 
been informed for further ac-
tion, said BSF.

Further investigations are 
underway.

Earlier in September 2022, 
the BSF and Punjab police had 
recovered one fully wrapped 
packet containing weapons, 
which had come from Paki-
stan’s side, at the farm of a local 
farmer in the Ferozepur dis-
trict, near the India-Pakistan 
border.

The packet found near the 
Arif Ke police station in the 
Ferozepur district had an AK 
47 and two magazines. BSF 
seized all the weapons recov-
ered. The packet, which came 
from across the border, had 
“A1” written over it.

NEAR INDO-PAK BORDER

BSF RECOVERS CACHE 
OF ARMS IN FEROZEPUR

To deal with the problem of 
foam formation on the sur-
face of the Yamuna River near 
Delhi, when Chhath Puja is 
around the corner, the Delhi 
Jal Board (DJB) officials are 
resorting to spraying the river 
water surface with chemicals.

Ahead of the Chhath Puja, 
which is usually celebrated 
on the river banks in north-
ern India, the DJB officials 
sprayed chemicals on the sur-
face near Kalindi Kunj, with 
the aim to remove the toxic 
foam formed by high level of 
pollutants in the water. This 
year’s auspicious occasion 
began on October 28 with 
the traditional Nahay Khay 
ceremony, which was held on 
the first day of the four-day 
festival. Nahay Khay signifies 
the beginning of the four-day 
Chhath festival. Six days after 
Diwali, the auspicious festival 
begins.

Taking a ritualistic bath in 
holy water is considered an 
essential part of the rituals 
centred around Chhath puja. 
During this festive season, 
devotees residing in Delhi, 
Noida and Ghaziabad head 
towards the Yamuna river to 
take a dip in its waters and 
seek blessings from the Sun 
God for a healthy, happy, and 
prosperous life.

The core ritual around the 
festival involves devotees 

observing a fast and wor-
shipping Chhathi Maiya 
to express gratitude to the 
Sun God for sustaining life 
on Earth. Chhath is con-
sidered to be the only Vedic 
festival dedicated to Surya  
(the Sun God).

This ancient Hindu Vedic 
festival is mainly celebrated 
in Bihar, Jharkhand and East-
ern Uttar Pradesh in India  
and Nepal.

The main purpose of 
Chhath Puja is to help the 
Vrattis gain mental and spiri-
tual purity. It is believed that 
sunlight has cures for vari-
ous diseases and conditions. 

Taking a dip in the holy river 
also has certain medicinal 
benefits. The festival requires  
maintaining the utmost  
ritualistic purity.

The first day of Chhath Puja 
is known as Kaddu Bhaat or 
Nahay Khay. On this day the 
parvaitin (the main worship-
er who observes fast) cooks 
the Satvik Kaddu Bhaat along 
with pulse and serves it as a 
bhog to the deity in the after-
noon. 

Environmentalists alleged 
that the frequent foaming of 
the river every year was due 
to the negligence of the Delhi 
government.

AHEAD OF CHHATH PUJA

DELHI JAL BOARD SPRAYS CHEMICALS 
IN YAMUNA TO TREAT TOXIC FOAM
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CHANDIGARH PGI 
DOCTOR BAGS 
INTERNATIONAL 
AWARD
Chandigarh: There have 
been more laurels for 
PGIMER as one of its 
distinguished faculty, Dr 
Surinder Rana, Professor, 
Department of Gastro-
enterology, PGIMER has 
been awarded Asian Pa-
cific Digestive Week Fed-
eration and the Journal 
of Gastroenterology and 
Hepatology Foundation, 
(APDWF-JGHF) presti-
gious Emerging Leaders 
Lectureship Award for 
2022. The award citation 
states that Dr.Rana has 
been awarded in recogni-
tion of his excellence as a 
rising star and his contri-
butions to Gastroenterol-
ogy and Hepatology in the 
Asia Pacific region.

CO-OP SOCIETY 
SCAM: PUNJAB 
VIGILANCE  
ARRESTS 1 MORE
CHANDIGARH: The 
Punjab Vigilance Bureau 
(VB) during its campaign 
against corruption, has 
arrested former member 
Ram Pal of village Paddi 
Matwali, Banga who was 
absconding in a multi-
crore misappropriation 
case amounting to Rs. 
4,24,02,561 in the Kajla 
multipurpose coopera-
tive society limited, village 
Kajla, district SBS Nagar. 
Disclosing this here today, 
a spokesperson of the VB 
said there are about 1220 
account holders/members 
besides 2 paid employees 
in the said cooperative 
society. It owns 2 trac-
tors besides agricultural 
machinery for cultivation 
of land.

WATER PROBLEM 
RESOLVED IN 
FAZILKA VILLAGES, 
CLAIMS JIMPA
CHANDIGARH: Drinking 
water problem has been 
resolved in Dona Nanka, 
Teja Ruhela and Chak 
Ruhela villages of Fazilka 
district, said Water Supply 
and Sanitation Minister 
Bram Shanker Jimpa. He 
said that there was a lot of 
problem of clean drinking 
water in these villages and 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann had directed him to 
visit these villages and find 
a solution at the earliest.

MANN WANTS 
SHAH TO LOOK 
INTO FARMERS’ 
PROBLEMS ALONG 
BORDER FENCE
CHANDIGARH: Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann on Friday urged the 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah to sympathetically 
look into the problems 
being faced by the farmers 
along with the fence on the 
international border be-
tween Indian and Pakistan 
in the state. Addressing 
the national conference 
of Home Ministers here 
on Friday, the Punjab 
Chief Minister urged 
Amit Shah to reduce the 
distance between border 
fence and actual border 
to facilitate the farmers 
cultivating their land along 
the India-Pakistan border. 
He advocated that the 
distance must be reduced 
to 150-200 metres instead 
of existing around one ki-
lometre to ensure that the 
farmers of border region 
are benefitted from it. 

The Patiala House Court of 
Delhi on Friday extended 
the police remand of gang-
ster Deepak Tinu by three 
days. The Delhi Police’s Spe-
cial Cell arrested Tinu last 
week, who escaped from 
Punjab police custody on 
October 1, from Rajasthan.

Ti n u  w a s  p r o du c e d 
through video conferenc-
ing today before the Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
of Patiala House Court af-
ter the end of seven days 
remand granted last week. 
The Court meanwhile also 
refused to send Deepak 
Tinu to transit remand to 
Punjab at this stage. The 
transit remand was moved 
by the Punjab Police.

Gangster Deepak Tinu, a 
member of Lawrence Bish-
noi gang had recently es-
caped from the custody of 
Punjab’s Mansa Police and 
was later arrested by the 
Special Cell’s Intelligence 
unit from a village in Ajmer, 
Rajasthan.

According to the special 
cell, Deepak Tinu was ar-
rested near the India-Pak-

istan border of Rajasthan, 
directly after absconding 
from Mansa.

According to the Special 
cell, a consignment of hand 
grenades and weapons 
from Pakistan had reached 
the Lawrence gang through 
drones, which was to be 
used to carry out a big high-
profile massacre. Special 
Cell is trying to find out how 
the hand grenades reached 
Deepak and through which 
routes.

Deepak Tinu is an aide 
of jailed gangster Law-
rence Bishnoi and is one 
of the main accused in the 
killing of Punjabi singer  
Sidhu Moose Wala. 

MOOSEWALA MURDER

COURT EXTENDS REMAND 
OF DEEPAK TINU BY 3 DAYS

The Rouse Avenue Court of 
Delhi on Friday extended the 
ED remand of  Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) leader Anubrata 
Mondal’s bodyguard, Sehegal 
Hossain by eight further days 
in connection with West Bengal 
cattle smuggling case.

The Special Judge Raghubir 
Singh while allowing ED’s re-
mand application stated that, 
“material available on record as 
well as in the light of arguments 
addressed on this application, 
further custody of the accused 
for 08 days is being granted 
to the ED which shall be in 
consonance with the terms 
and conditions imposed ear-
lier. The Court noted that this 
case of ED is based upon the 
Scheduled Offence i.e. the CBI 
case, the proceedings of which 
are going on there at Asansol, 
West Bengal in a CBI Court 
and the present accused has 
been running into JC in connec-
tion with those proceedings of  
the CBI case.

The ED had formally arrested 
the accused there in West Ben-
gal while in jail and thereafter, 
with the permission/order 
of this Court, now it is being 
agitated that further custody 
of more days is required as the 
cases of money laundering un-
der the Act of 2002 have certain 
intricacies which require a min-
ute and thorough investigation.

ED also agitated that sources 

for funding of immovable and 
movable assets acquired by 
the accused are to be ascer-
tained and for that purpose, 
the present accused is required 
to be confronted with certain 
other persons including his 
close relation so as to trace 
the trails of tainted money  
w h i c h  a l l e ge d l y  r u n s 
into  crores  of  r upees,  
noted the court.

Special Public Prosecutor 
Nitesh Rana appeared for the 
Enforcement Directorate in the 
matter. Advocates Manu Shar-
ma, Kshitiz Kumar, Shamboo 
Nandy and Gyanendra Kumar 
appeared for the accused Seh-
egal Hossain in the matter.

The same Court recently 
directed Jail Superintendent, 
Asansol Correctional Home, 
Asansol, Pashmim Bardha-
man, West Bengal to produce 
accused Sehegal Hossain be-
fore this Court.

The Rouse Avenue Court 
production warrant was later 
challenged by Sehegal Hos-
sain in Delhi High Court and 
Supreme Court of India but 
didn’t get any relief and stay 
on the production warrant  
by the trial court.

Earlier, ED while seeking 
issuance of a production war-
rant had informed the Court 
that accused Sehegal Hossain is 
not included in the list of 12 ac-
cused persons so arrayed in the 
Complaint and Supplementary 
Complaint. 

CATTLE SMUGGLING CASE

DELHI COURT EXTENDS SEHEGAL 
HOSSAIN’S ED REMAND BY 8 DAYS

ACTION AGAINST GRAFT

VIGILANCE ARRESTS ASI FOR 
TAKING BRIBE IN AMRITSAR

The Punjab Vigilance Bureau 
(VB) has nabbed an Assistant 
Sub Inspector (ASI) Narind-
er Singh, posted at PSPCL 
Anti Power Theft police sta-
tion at Verka, Amritsar red 
handed for accepting bribe 
of Rs 4,000. Spokesperson 

of the Vigilance Bureau  said 
the accused ASI has been 
arrested on the complaint 
of Tarlochan Singh of Navi 
Abadi, Verka. He said the 
complainant has approached 
the VB and alleged that the 
above said police official was 
an investigation officer in a 
power theft case registered  
against him. 
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Garhwal Mandal Vikas Nigam 
(GMVN) MD Bansidhar Tiwari 
on Friday said that the Himala-
yan state made a great business 
of around 211 crores from the 
Kedarnath and Yamunotri Yatra 
this year.

While speaking to ANI about 
the bumper earnings from 
horses, mules and helicopter 
services during Kedarnath 
Yatra, the GMVN MD Tiwari 
said, “In Uttarakhand, this time 
around 211 crores business has 
been done in Kedarnath and 
Yamunotri Yatra only by horse-
mules, helicopter tickets and 

travel fare of Dandi-Kandi.” 
For the first time, horse-mule 
owners in Kedarnath Dham did 
a record business of about Rs 1 
billion 9 crores 28 lakh rupees. 
Due to this the government 
also got more than Rs 8 crore  
as revenue.

The administration of Uttar-
kashi and Rudraprayag districts 
had registered 8,664 mules of 
4,302 horse owners.

In this season, 5.34 lakh pil-
grims travelled to Kedarnath 
Dham on horses.

Bansidhar Tiwari told that Gar-
hwal Mandal Vikas Nigam has 
benefited well from helicopter 
tickets. The helicopter compa-
nies have made Rs 85 crores in 

business and horse mules have 
done business above Rs 100 

crores. He said that Garhwal 
Mandal Vikas Nigam’s business 

has been around Rs 21 crore 75 
lakhs in Yamunotri and Char 
Dham Yatra.

The portals of the Kedarnath 
Dham were closed on Thursday 
morning for the Winter season.

The doors of the eleventh Jyotir-
linga Lord Kedarnath were shut 
for the winter as per rituals with 
chanting of Vedic hymns accom-
panied by music played by local 
musical instruments, the tunes 
of the army band, and cheers of 
scores of devotees.

As per traditions, it is believed 
that after the portals are shut, 
Lord Kedarnath becomes aus-
tere for six months of winter in 
the Himalayas for the welfare 
of the world. After the doors of 

the sanctum sanctorum were 
shut, the Panchmukhi movable 
Vigraha Utsav Doli (palanquin) 
of Lord Kedarnath was specially 
decorated.

After that, the palanquin of 
Lord Kedarnath was brought 
to the temple premises from the 
mandap amidst cheers from 
assembled devotees. After cir-
cumambulating thrice the main 
temple, the palanquin was taken 
in a procession to the winter seat 
of Okareshwar Temple in Ukhi-
math.

This year the Chardham Yatra 
began on Akshaya Tritiya, 
on May 3 this year while the 
doors of Kedarnath Temple  
opened on May 6.

THIS YEAR

Uttarakhand makes Rs 211 crore from Kedarnath, Yamunotri Yatra

AHEAD OF PANCHAYAT POLLS

As many 133 sarpanches 
and 17,158 panches have 
been unanimously elected 
in nine districts of Haryana 
ahead of the November 2 
panchayat elections. In the 
list of unanimously elected 
panches 8,708 are men and 
8,450 are women. 

On October 30, poll-
ing will take place to elect 
members of zila parishad 
and panchayat samitis of 
the nine districts, while 
polls for sarpanches and 
panches of gram panchay-
ats of these nine districts 
will be held on November 2.

The nine districts to go to 
polls first in the three-phase 
elections are Bhiwani, Jhaj-
jar, Jind, Kaithal, Mahend-
ergarh, Nuh, Panchkula, 
Panipat and Yamunanagar.

The second phase of the 
panchayat polls in nine 
more districts will be held 
on November 9 and 12 
while the final phase will 
be held on November 22 
and 25. Similarly, 39,619 

nominations were filed for 
25,968 posts of Panch and 
now 16,832 candidates are 
in the fray, of which 9,593 
are males and 7,239 are 
females. It is worth men-
tioning that out of the total 

133 sarpanches elected in 
the first phase, 74 are male 
and 59 are female. In the 
first phase, out of 2,607 
panchayats, 17,597 candi-
dates filed nominations for 
the post of sarpanch and 

now 11,391 candidates are 
in the fray.  These include 
6,044 males and 5,347 fe-
males. 56 candidates have 
been unanimously elected 
for the Panchayat Samiti, 
which includes 25 men and 
31 women. A total of 6,136 
candidates, including 3,540 
males and 2,596 females, 
filed nominations for 1,278 
posts of Panchayat Samiti 
members. Now 4,894 can-
didates are in the fray, in-
cluding 2,821 males and 
2,073 females. He informed 
that 1,590 candidates filed 
nominations for 175 mem-
bers of Zilla Parishad and 
now 1,254 candidates are 
in the fray. While 717 males 
and 537 females are con-
testing for Zilla Parishad. 
Out of the nominations re-
ceived so far for Zila Pari-
shad, 320 candidates have 
withdrawn their names 
and 16 nominations were 
cancelled.  Similarly, 65 
nominations filed for the 
post of Panchayat Samiti 
were cancelled and 1,094 
have been withdrawn. 

Out of a total of 2,607 

Sarpanch posts, 192 nomi-
nations were cancelled 
and 5,880 candidates have 
withdrawn their nomina-
tions. Nominations of 765 
candidates were cancelled 
for the post of Panch and 
4,869 candidates have 
withdrawn their names. In 
the first phase of the nine 
districts 34,371 candidates 
are in the fray for the post of  
Panch, Sarpanch and Mem-
ber, Panchayat Samiti and 
Member, Zilla Parishad,  
including 19,175 are males 
and 15,196 females.

 Dhanpat Singh, Commis-
sioner of  Haryana state 
election  shared aforesaid 
information addressing a 
press conference regard-
ing the third phase of PRIs 
polls held here on Friday 
Secretary, State Election 
Commission, Dr Inderjeet, 
Additional Director, Infor-
mation, Public Relations 
and Languages Depart-
ment, Varsha Khangwal, 
Joint Director, Aman Ku-
mar and other senior of-
ficers were present on the 
occasion.

133 SARPANCHES, 17158 PANCHES 
ELECTED UNANIMOUSLY IN HARYANA
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH
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 Gangster Deepak Tinu

A team of Delhi Jal Board sprays chemicals into the Yamuna river 
to dissolve the toxic foam seen floating in the river at Kalindi Kunj 
in New Delhi on Friday. 

Devotees visit Kedarnath Temple to offer prayers, in Kedarnath. The doors 
of the temple have been closed for the winter season.

VOTERS SHALL KNOW
In Haryana State, all the territorial constituencies of 
Gram Panchayats, Panchayat Samitis and Zila Pari-
shads, Municipal Committees, Municipal Councils and 
Municipal Corporation, are single member constitu-
encies. Beside this, Chairperson of only one office of 
the Local Body i.e. Sarpanch of a Gram Panchayat is 
elected by direct election and the Chairpersons of all 
other Local Bodies i.e. Panchayat Samitis and Zila 
Parishads, Municipal Committees, Municipal Coun-
cils and Municipal Corporation are elected by indirect 
elections by or from amongst the elected members 
of these Local Bodies. Therefore, for an election to a 
Ward of a Gram Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti and Zila 
Parishad, the voter has to cast his vote for only one 
candidate as these are single member constituencies. 
In every election a voter shall cast his vote in person 
and maintain secrecy of voting. Impersonation in vot-
ing is a cognizable offence. No person shall vote for 
an election for the office of Panch and Sarpanch of a 
Gram Panchayat or Member of Panchayat Samiti and 
Zila Parishad, if he fails to fulfill the any qualifications 
mentioned in Section 173 of the Haryana Panchayati 
Raj Act, 1994.



6 nation the daily guardian review
saturday |  29 october 2022
new delhi

HEAVY DEPLOYMENT

HEINOUS CRIME 

With the Muthuramalingam 
Thevar Jayanti event going to 
be held on 30 October, the of-
ficials informed that around 
10 thousand police personnel 
would be deployed for the oc-
casion.

“10,000 policemen will be 
deployed for security during 
Muthuramalingam Thevar 
Jayanthi. The police will be 
on duty from 27 to 30 Oc-
tober. Prohibited areas and 
permitted routes are noti-
fied by the respective police 
stations,” Inspector General 
(South zone), Asra Garg told. 
The top cop also informed 
that the Police are taking 
precautionary measures to 
prevent any untoward inci-
dent on the occasion of Muth-
uramalingam Thevar Jayanti. 
The attendees expected at the 
mega event include Chief 
Minister MK Stalin with state 
ministers, BJP state president 
Annamalai, former CM O 

Panneerselvam, political 
party leaders, community 
leaders, and lakhs of people 
who will pay their respects.

Earlier a consultation 
meeting was also held at Ka-
mudi Special Armed Forces 
Assembly Hall regarding 
security measures for the 
event under the chairman-
ship of South Zone IG Asra 
Garg. Also present were 
Ramanathapuram DIG 
NM Myilvaganan, District 

Superintendent of Police P 
Thangadurai, 4 more DIGs, 
30 SPs, and other senior po-
lice officers.

“Legal action will be taken 
against those who violate 
the orders. The vehicles will 
be inspected through the 
records of the surveillance 
cameras. 13 drone cameras 
and 92 permanent cameras 
are being used for surveil-
lance in Pasumpon” IG Asra 
Garg added. 

Six persons were arrested for 
allegedly raping a woman in 
the Tikamgarh district of Mad-
hya Pradesh, said police.

The incident pertains to 26 
October. As per reports the 
accused allegedly took the 
complainant on his motorcy-
cle to a party. The complainant 
girl was raped by six persons 
there. The rape survivor later 
lodged a complaint against 
the accused. “The incident 
occurred on 26 October and 
all the accused were arrested. 
The woman had come to Tik-
magarh a month ago and she 
was living here at one of the ac-
cused Arvind Sahu’s house at 
Chakra Road in the city,” said 
Sub-Inspector Raghuraj.The 
accused have been identified 
as Arvind Sahu, Kallu Yadav, 
Raja Khare Radhe Rai, Rahul 
Yadav, and Raikwar, informed 
police. The police registered 
a case under sections 342 
(wrongful confinement), 294 
(obscene acts and songs), 323 
(voluntarily causing hurt), 
376 (rape), 377 (Unnatural 
offenses), and 506 (criminal 
intimidation).

SECURITY TO BE BEEFED UP 
DURING MUTHURAMALINGAM 
THEVAR JAYANTI IN TAMIL NADU

SIX MEN HELD 
FOR GANG RAPE 
IN TIKAMGARH

PROMOTING TOURISM

To strengthen the rural econ-
omy and empower the youth 
and women with direct and 
indirect employment oppor-
tunities, the Government of 
Jammu and Kashmir has iden-
tified 181 villages having pic-
turesque beauty and cultural 
significance for transforma-
tion into tourist destinations 
under Tourist Villages De-
velopment Program (TVDP), 
stated the Department of 
information and public rela-
tions JK.

Under Mission Youth’s initia-
tive, registered youth and Self 
Help Groups are provided an 
opportunity to be a part of the 
Government’s endeavour to 
boost rural tourism in J&K. 
According to the official state-
ment, the youth-led sustain-
able tourism initiative will 
strengthen the rural economy 
and community entrepre-
neurship, empowering youth 
and women by providing di-
rect and indirect employment 
opportunities. This step will 

showcase the landscapes, in-
digenous knowledge systems, 
cultural diversity and heritage, 
local values and traditions, be-
sides encouraging film shoot-
ing and offering financial 
incentives as well as ensuring 
a digital platform for all these 
villages. As per the statement, 
Mission Youth is working in 
collaboration with the Tour-
ism Department for utilizing 
the available resources in the 
development of these vil-
lages as tourist villages. The 
government will also develop 
basic infrastructure in these 
villages under the close super-
vision of the Task Force that 
has already been constituted 
and any group willing to be 
part of the Government’s ini-
tiative will be given Rs 10 lakh 
as financial assistance for self-
employment activities in the 
tourism sector.

Further, an amount of Rs 
one lakh will be given for the 
creation of a homestay facil-
ity and there will be a subsidy 
of Rs 50,000. This step will 
go a long way in attracting 

tourists to those areas which 
remained unexplored to date. 
Moreover, up to Rs 8-10 lakh 
incentive will be provided for 
movie/song shootings in these 
villages, also aimed at the pro-
motion of these rural tourist 
destinations. Preference will 
be given to local registered art-
ists having sufficient experi-
ence in the grant of assistance 
for shootings in the identified 
villages, as per the Department 
of information and public rela-
tions JK.

Similarly, a dedicated portal - 
AVSAR-’Connect to Opportu-
nities Initiative’- has been pro-
visioned to facilitate our youth 
with real-time information 
flow notifying students about 
pre-placement activities and 
job opportunities. All ITIs and 
other technical institutions in 
the UT were on-boarded in the 
program for achieving the best 
outcomes for our youth.

The easily accessible online 
platform would act as an in-
terface between a trained and 
skilled workforce and will also 
deal with industry require-

ments in J&K. Under the New 
Industrial Scheme, special fo-
cus is given to the training of 
local youth to fulfill the needs 
of the skilled workforce.

According to the official 
statement, another program 
“Sahyta” has been rolled out 
to provide special financial as-
sistance for youth in distress. 
Financial assistance of one 
lakh is being provided under 
the scheme to youth in distress 
for setting up solo self-employ-
ment units.

Under a sector-specific 
scheme for dental profes-
sionals, customized financial 
support is being provided to 
dentists for setting up dental 
clinics. An amount of 8 lakh 
is provided as financial assis-
tance under this scheme for 
setting up their venture.

Another scheme “Rise To-
gether” envisions promoting 
community-based entrepre-
neurship optimally to gener-
ate jobs, and income and pro-
mote the spirit of social service 
among new-age young entre-
preneurs in J&K. 

J-K Govt identifies 181 villages for 
development to empower youth
RAVINDER MALIK
SRINAGAR   

IN CHHATTISGARH 

A special court in Raipur 
on Thursday sent IAS of-
ficer Sameer Vishnoi to 14 
days of judicial custody in a 
money laundering case.

Besides Vishnoi, the other 
two accused Sunil Aggar-
wal and Laxmikant Tiwari 
were presented in the spe-
cial court on Thursday 
after their Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) remand 
was over. The ED will now 
present all the accused in 
court on 10 November. Ear-
lier on 13 October, the court 
granted ED custody of Sa-
meer Vishnoi till 21 Octo-
ber in a case related to the 
recovery of Rs 47 lakh from 
his residence. The ED had 
also sent Sunil Agarwal 
of Indramani Group and 
Laxmikant Tiwari, uncle of 
absconding Suryakant Ti-
wari to eight-day custody. 
IAS officer Vishnoi was ar-
rested on 13 October.

Earlier this month, ED 

conducted massive raids in 
Chhattisgarh. ED conduct-
ed searches at the premises 
of many officials includ-
ing Raigad Collector. The 
raids were carried out in 
Raigadh, Raipur, Durg and 
Mahasamund.

Assistant Solicitor Gen-
eral of India Ramankant 
Mishra had said, “About Rs 
47 lakh in cash has been re-
covered from IAS Sameer 
Vishnoi’s house and Rs 1.5 
crore in concealment has 
been recovered from Lax-
mikant Tiwari’s house”.

He further added that 

gold and diamonds have 
been recovered from Vish-
noi’s place.

During the raids, ED had 
found Rs 4 crore in cash, 
unaccounted jewellery and 
gold.

Sources told ANI that 
government officials were 
running an alleged extor-
tion racket by imposing 
illegal levies and collect-
ing Rs 25 per tonne from 
coal suppliers. Incriminat-
ing documents have been 
seized from the offices and 
residences of senior IAS of-
ficers, they added. 

IAS OFFICER SAMEER VISHNOI SENT 
TO 14-DAY JUDICIAL CUSTODY IN 
MONEY LAUNDERING CASE
TDG NETWORK
RAIPUR 

FREE AND FAIR ELECTION

DOUBLING PRODUCTION

Telangana Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) has demanded the 
Election Commission to deploy 
central forces at polling booths 
in the Munugode assembly 
constituency by-election.

Telangana BJP spokesperson 
Rachana Reddy met Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO), Telangana 
and gave representation on 
various issues related to the 
upcoming bypolls. Reddy said 
the Telangana BJP requested 
Election Commission to make 
arrangements for free and 
fair election. They urged EC 
to make arrangements for a 
web-casting/streaming facility 
in every polling booth to avoid 
any kind of malpractice.

“As the state police will func-
tion as per the directions and 
control of the state govern-
ment, we request you to entrust 
the security responsibility to 
CRPF forces at each and every 
polling booth,” Reddy said.

Notably, BJP national presi-
dent JP Nadda is scheduled to 
address a public meeting in 
the bypoll-bound Munugode 
assembly on October 31.

Meanwhile, BJP national 
vice president DK Aruna on 

Wednesday denied any in-
volvement of the BJP in the 
luring of MLAs as alleged by 
the Telangana Rashtra Samithi 
(TRS) and said that that the 
whole drama was created by 
Telangana Chief Minister K 
Chandrashekar Rao due to 
the fear of a loss in Munugode 
by-poll.

She further said that BJP has 
nothing to do with the people 
arrested in the raid.

“The TRS is creating the story 
because of fear of defeat in the 
by-election to the Munugode. 
BJP has nothing to do with this. 
The people who are arrested 
are not of BJP and we have 
seen them before. We don’t 
know why the people were in 
their farmhouse and who took 
them there. The Telangana CM 

KCR is behind this,” she said.
The BJP leader further al-

leged that KCR and his family 
have looted crores of rupees 
from people of Telangana in 
the name the of Kaleshwaram 
Project, Palamuru Rangareddy 
Project, Mission Bhagiratha, 
Mission Kakatiya and others.

Earlier on Wednesday, Telan-
gana Police conducted raids at 
a farmhouse in Ranga Reddy 
district of the state.

Cyberabad Commissioner 
of Police Stephen Raveendra 
said they received informa-
tion “from TRS MLAs that 
they were being lured” and 
added that they noticed three 
persons. The developments 
came ahead of the bypoll of the 
Munugode constituency slated 
to be held on November 3. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday said that In-
dia has set a target of doubling 
the production of crude steel 
and the aim is to achieve 300 
MT production capacity in the 
next nine-ten years.

The Prime Minister, who ad-
dressed the gathering on the 
occasion of the expansion of 
ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel 
India (AM/NS India) Hazira 
plant via video message, said 
that not only investment is 
taking place through the steel 
plant, the doors of many new 
possibilities are also opening. 
The Prime Minister said along 
with the expansion, a totally 
new technology is coming to 
India which will be a huge 
help in the electric vehicle, 
automobile and other manu-
facturing sectors.

“I am sure that this project 
of ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel 
India will prove to be a mile-
stone in the vision of Make 

in India. This will give new 
strength to our efforts for a de-
veloped India and self-reliant 
India in the steel sector,” the 
Prime Minister said.

He said an investment of 
more than Rs 60,000 crores 
will create many employment 
opportunities for the youth of 
Gujarat and the country. “Af-
ter this expansion, the crude 
steel production capacity at 
Hazira steel plant will in-
crease from 9 million tonnes 
to 15 million tonnes.” Noting 
that India is rapidly moving 
towards becoming the world’s 
largest manufacturing hub, he 

said the development of the 
steel industry will strengthen 
the country’s growth.

Citing the example of INS 
Vikrant, the Prime Minister 
said the country has gained 
expertise in high-grade steel 
whose use is increasing in 
critical strategic applications.

The Prime Minister said that 
the scientists of DRDO devel-
oped the special steel used in 
the aircraft carrier and Indian 
companies produced thou-
sands of metric tons of steel.

He said to promote such ca-
pability, the country has now 
set a target of doubling the 
production capacity of crude 
steel. “We currently produce 
154 MT of crude steel. Our 
target is to achieve 300 MT 
production capacity in the 
next 9-10 years.”

“The country is moving to-
wards becoming self-reliant. 
PLI scheme is helping in the 
expansion of the steel indus-
try. This is giving a boost to 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhi-
yaan,” he added.

TELANGANA BJP DEMANDS DEPLOYMENT OF 
CENTRAL FORCES FOR MUNUGODE BYPOLLS

'AM/NS project will prove to be 
milestone in vision of Make in India'
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SEEKING REMAND

Telangana’s  Anti-
Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) court has re-

jected the request of Cyber-
abad Police to remand to 
judicial custody the three 
accused who were arrested 
for allegedly trying to poach 
four MLAs of the Telangana 
Rashtra Samithi (TRS).

All three accused in the 
TRS MLAs poaching case 
were released by police on 
Thursday following orders 
of the Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau court. The three ac-
cused left from the Judge’s 
residence on their own.

The ACB Court while re-
jecting the request asked 
police to issue under Sec-
tion 41A of the CrPC to the 
accused and investigate 
the matter. ACB judge also 
asked the police to follow 

the Supreme Court guide-
lines. Police produced 
Ramachandra Bharati alias 
Satish Sharma, Nanda Ku-
mar, and Simhayaji Swamy 
before the judge at his resi-
dence on Thursday night.

The Cyberabad Police had 
arrested the three persons 
at the farmhouse in Ranga 
Reddy on Wednesday eve-
ning, after being informed 
by the TRS MLAs about 
the poaching bid, which the 
leaders alleged was done by 
the BJP.

Following a complaint 
of TRS MLA Pilot Rohith 
Reddy on Wednesday, an 
FIR was registered at the 
Moinabad Police Station 
under Sections 120-B, 171-B 
r/w 171-E 506 r/w 34 of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC) 
and Section 8 of Prevention 
of Corruption Act-1988.

In the FIR, Reddy alleged 

that Ramachandra Bharati 
who came to Hyderbad 
from Delhi and Nanda Ku-
mar of Hyderabad, both 
belonging to the Bharatiya 
Janata Party had met him 
and offered him Rs 100 
crore to join the BJP.

According to the FIR, 
MLA Rohith Reddy also al-
leged that they were threat-
ened that criminal cases 
will be foisted against him 
and raids by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) and 
the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) if they did 
not join the BJP. Telangana 
BJP approached the HC 
seeking the transfer of a 
case pertaining to the TRS 
MLAs’ poaching allegations 
against the party, to the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) or to constitute a spe-
cial investigation team (SIT) 
to carry out a fair probe into 

the matter.
In a writ petition filed by 

BJP State General Secretary 
Gujjula Premendar Reddy, 
he claimed that the “bias 
and unfair investigation” 
being carried out is with a 
“sole intention to frame the 
leaders” of his party.

This comes a day after the 
TRS alleged that the BJP 
is attempting to poach the 
MLAs luring them with 
money and contracts. The 
BJP has moved to the Telan-
gana High Court seeking 
a CBI probe into the alle-
gations. Moreover, Union 
Minister and BJP leader G 
Kishan Reddy refuted the 
TRS MLAs’ poaching al-
legations and said it shows 
the fear the TRS party is 
looming under and de-
manded the probe be con-
ducted under sitting high 
court judges.

COURT DISMISSES CYBERABAD 
COP PLEA IN MLA POACHING CASE
TDG NETWORK
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IAS officer Sameer Vishnoi 

Telangana BJP spokesperson Rachana Reddy 

PM Narendra Modi

Inspector General (South zone), Tamil Nadu, Asra Garg 

TOP OF THE DAY

TIGER TERROR 
ENDS IN WAYANAD
Wayanad: Dreaded days 
of fear in Cheeral village 
in Kerala’s Wayanad 
Kerala have ended after 
a tiger that strayed into 
the area was trapped this 
morning. The tiger had 
hunted over 10 cattle in a 
month. The search for the 
tiger involved hundreds 
of forest guards, a special 
rapid response team and 
trained elephants. Thirty 
cameras were placed 
around the village to track 
the 10-year-old tiger. The 
captured tiger has been 
taken to Batheri and then 
to the Palliative Care Unit 
at Pachadi in the Wayanad 
Wildlife Sanctuary. 

LEVEL-2 FIRE 
BREAKS OUT 
IN GODOWN IN 
MUMBAI’S KURLA
Mumbai: A level-2 fire 
broke out in a godown in 
Mumbai’s Kurla area on 
Friday morning. Accord-
ing to the Mumbai fire 
department, as many as 
eight fire tenders have 
been deployed to carry 
out the firefighting opera-
tions. No casualties have 
been reported so far in 
the incident.The cause 
of the fire is yet to be 
ascertained. Previously 
on 26 October night, a fire 
broke out at a warehouse 
in Girgaon in Mumbai. 
Five fire tenders were 
pressed into service after 
receiving intimation of the 
incident. Later, the fire 
was brought under con-
trol. On 26 October it was 
reported that at least five 
fire tenders successfully 
brought the fire under 
control which broke out 
at a rice godown of Food 
Corporation of India 
(FCI) in Navi Mumbai's 
Kalamboli.

3 ELEPHANTS FALL 
INTO PIT
Dhamtari: Three el-
ephants out of a herd of 
32 elephants fell into a 
20 feet deep pit adjacent 
to farmland in Dhamtari 
district of Chhattisgarh. 
Two elephants have been 
rescued and efforts are 
underway to save the 
third one, an official said 
on Friday. DFO Mayank 
Pandey said that on get-
ting the information about 
the incident, the forest 
department officials 
rushed to the spot last 
night and started the res-
cue operation. “The forest 
department officials are 
facing a lot of problems in 
the rescue operation as 
the elephant herd is mov-
ing around the pit. Due 
to the presence of many 
elephants in the herd, 
the forest department is 
conducting the rescue 
operation carefully,” he 
said.

UP: THREE DEAD 
AFTER DRINKING 
POISONOUS TEA
Mainpuri: In a tragic 
incident, three persons 
including two children 
lost their lives after 
drinking poisonous tea in 
Mainpuri’s Kanhai village, 
said police. The incident 
occurred during the early 
morning hours when the 
mother made tea for five 
family members and two 
persons died on the spot 
after drinking it. As per 
reports, the mother added 
pesticide to the tea. Two 
more family members 
also have been hospital-
ized after the consump-
tion of the noxious tea. 
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Unmanned the Re-
motely Piloted Aerial 
Vehicles (RPAVs) or 

Drone has gained significant 
standing in modern war-
fare. Drones have witnessed 
transformation from a mere 
system of  surveillance and 
reconnaissance  to an inter-
ceptor and offensive weap-
on. The Drones are highly 
effective and favoured tools 
to counter the radar and 
navigation system of enemy 
forces due to their capabil-
ity to remain stealth by the 
virtue of capability to fly at 
very low altitude and slow 
speed. Since 2015, RPAVs 
have been extensively used 
as an offensive weapon by 
American as well as Israeli 
Forces in Middle East against 
the al-Qaeda and ISIS. USA 
has also used RPAVs loaded 
missile to kill Ayman al-Za-
wahiri, the leader of al-Qaeda 
in a counter-terrorism opera-

tion in Kabul on 31 July 2022. 
Drones have demonstrated 
their worth during Azer-
baijan –Armenia conflict in 
2020. The most successful 
and decisive engagement 
of RPAVs has been done by 
Ukraine against the Rus-
sian armored and artillery 
columns during the ongo-
ing Russia–Ukraine conflict 
which has halted the Russian 
march effectively.  

Considering this paradigm 
shift and extensive use of the 
RPAVs by China against In-
dia in Eastern Ladakh in June 
2020, as well as the drone at-
tack on 27 Jun 2022 on Air 
Force station in Jammu by 
alleged Pakistan sponsored 
terror outfit and frequent 
Drone supported dropping 
of arms and ammunition 
by them on LOC has driven 
our government to acceler-
ate the process of procure-
ment of Drone. India needs 
to boost strike capabilities of 
the armed forces aiming to 
formulate a befitting response 
against this growing threat of 
widespread drone operations 
by China and Pakistan. There 
is an impending threat that 
Pakistan may provide highly 
advanced Chinese drones to 
the terror outfits enabling 
them to use against India. 
Sensing impending threats, 
the Govt. of India has initiated 

an emergency procurement 
of more than 1000 drones 
of different capabilities and 
equipped with latest weapons 
to modernize armed forces 
during the last few months. 
This includes recent approval 
to procure of 750 drones of 
different capabilities and 
configurations. Prior to this 
govt. initiated procurement 
of 309 drones last month. Of 
these 163 drones are likely to 
be deployed in high-altitude 
regions where as remaining 
200 are to be used in medi-
um-altitude areas to ensure 
effective short-range surveil-
lance and counter offensive 
military operations. Earlier 
in Sep 2021 India had initi-
ated process of emergency 
procurement of thirty long-
endurance-hunter-killer 
drones MQ-9B predator 
from the US as an essential 
and immediate contingency 
measures. The RPAVs are 
expected to scan target area 
as well as capable of provid-
ing processed 3D image of the 
target to the special forces to 
launch offensive pin point  
attack on enemy targets to 
neutralize important military 
assets logistic support, com-
mand and control systems 
and local leadership in war-
zone  behind the enemy line.   

Till now we have been us-
ing around 300 Medium 
Altitude Long Endurance 
(MALE) Searcher and Her-
on RPAVs of Israeli origin 
drones mainly as a tool of 
surveillance and reconnais-
sance systems. Though In-
dian armed forces have been 
using RPAVs since 1998 once 
Israeli Searcher Mark 1 was 
inducted into forces in 1998 
despite operational limita-

tions of altitude ceilings, en-
durance, duration of airborne 
period and payload. However 
later on India had acquired   
Searcher Mark II and Heron 
RPAVs to cope up with the ne-
cessity of military operations 
at high altitude. Heron has a 
capacity of take off weight of 
1150 kg inclusive 250 kg pay-
load of sensors above 9000 
meters. It may continue to 
provide surveillance input 
to the ground forces up to 
the period of 30 to 52 hours 
at a stretch. Smaller RPAVs 
having functional range of 
15 km are highly effective 
and beneficial to the Artil-
lery units in High altitude as 
they can effectively provide 
tactical over the hill surveil-
lance .Medium Altitude lo-
gistic drones are capable of 
carrying 20kg pay load and 
overall weight of around 100 
kg. Whereas UAV at high al-
titude should be able to carry 
payload of around 15 kgs. As-
sault drones are of very high 
technology and can be used 
as a weapon of mass destruc-
tion.

DRDO  in  collaboration 
with the   Aeronautical De-
velopmental Establishment 
(ADE) Bengaluru  has de-
veloped  Catapult launched 
RPAVs  to meet with  specific 
operational need of   armed 
forces in all terrains, sea and 
air. DRDO is also working 
on Indianization of RPAVs 
of different pay load and op-
erations capabilities. 

The efficacy of RPAV de-
pends upon its speed, alti-
tude of operation ,pay load 
,navigation system ,stealth 
configuration against radar 
and striking capacity and 
weaponry systems attached 

to it .RPAVs becomes lethal 
once clubbed missiles ,laser 
guided bombs,   weaponized 
helicopters, night vision de-
vices , high-end cameras and 
synthetic aperture radar to 
capture the movement of  
ground forces ,armored  
and artillery columns .The 
Government is intended to 
achieve around 60 percent 
indigenous components in 
RPAV  to push technology 
transfer and Atmanirbhar 
Bharat . These drones are  
going to be cost effective that 
to maintain higher order of 
efficiency and functional 
capabilities of long range 
strikes along with loitering 
of munitions like any  sui-
cide  Drone to hit the target  
with explosives .Such type of 
Kamikaze drones have been 
used during ongoing Russia 
- Ukraine conflict. Since we 
have same Russian air crafts 
in our inventory, IAF may 
also use these drones to aug-
ment our air defence  and sur-
veillance activities .Military 
drones are highly  complex , 
expensive  , their cost ranging 
up to two million dollars each 
and needs expensive main-
tenance. Hence there is an 
emerging trend to use small 
commercial model drones in 
military operations. These 
commercial drone are read-
ily available at much cheaper 
cost of around 1500 dollar 
only and easy to produce by 
any country. These commer-
cial drones can be fitted with 
small bombs and preferred to 
target enemy troops in a di-
rect attack on small column.  

Undoubtedly future wars 
will be of hybrid in nature 
and far different than exist-
ing trends of conventional 

warfare. Such military op-
erations will exclusively be 
revolved around on extensive 
use of artificial intelligence in 
all the spheres of war, heavy 
dependency upon cyber, 
space, nuclear and missile 
technology that to clubbed 
with unmanned weapon sys-
tems. Electronic jammer sys-
tem against low flying slow 
objects will be very crucial 
to succeed. Therefore, Early 
recognition, quick intercep-
tion and to destroy   them 
before any RPAV attack on 
military targets will remain 
most important aspect of de-
fensive mechanism. Hence 
Country needs to develop a 
highly comprehensive sys-
tem to counteract offensive 
operations led by Remotely 
Piloted  Aerial Vehicles 
(RPAV). Drones will be in-
tegral part of each and every 
military unit irrespective of 
Army, Air force or Navy in 
future. It is expected that we 
should have at least 5000 
RPAV of different variants 
within next Ten years so as 
to attain effective combat ca-
pabilities to meet with future 
challenges. However strong 
synergy among all three ser-
vices will remain of immense 
use to gain maximum benefit 
of technology and resources. 
In true sense future of next 
generation warfare will re-
volve on unmanned tech-
nology in all the spheres of 
warfare irrespective of space, 
aerial, surface or maritime 
operations. 

Major General J.K.S. Parihar 
is a former Additional Director 
General, AFMS and
Expert on Defence and interna-
tional strategic affairs.  

Indian Army’s drone 
mission
Countering the extensive use of Drone by China and Pakistan against India, our 
government has accelerated the process of procurement of Drone. 

The menace 

new paradigm 

Regardless of whatever the final outcome of the on-
going T-20 World Cup is, Sunday’s clash between 
two arch rivals India and Pakistan would always 
remain etched in the minds of cricket lovers. In fact, 
the close contest which appeared at one stage to be 
going in Pakistan’s favour, was finally won by India, 
thanks to the scintillating innings played by legend-
ary batsman Virat Kohli. Anyone who witnessed 
the match would always remember how King Kohli 
achieved the impossible feat of helping the country 
get past 28 runs needed of the last eight balls. His 
first boundary on the fifth ball of Harris Rauf’s last 
over, was a testimony to his skill, confidence and 
ability to cope with a situation which was getting 
out of control. It was a straight six over the bowler’s 
head clearing the long boundary of the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground and something which is rarely seen 
in the playing arena, particularly when the hope of 
India’s winning had started receding. Veteran jour-
nalist Rajdeep Sardesai has rightfully described the 
stroke as the ``shot of the century’, a description 
with which most 
followers of the 
game would agree. 
Rajdeep has im-
mense knowledge 
of the game; his late 
father, Dilip Sarde-
sai, is considered as 
the man who was re-
sponsible for the re-
naissance of Indian 
Cricket in the West 
Indies in 1971, be-
fore Sunil Gavaskar 
took it upon himself 
to become one of the 
most prolific scor-
ers for India. The 
`shot’ of the century 
is evidently inspired 

by what the Australians till day maintain was the 
Shane Warne delivery which bowled Mike Gatting 
around his legs and thus became the ``ball of the 
century’’. King Kohli in playing the last eight balls 
in particular showed how his dedicated approach 
to the game and his physical and mental tough-
ness assisted him in crossing the ultimate target; 
in the process, he hit two more sixes and showed 
how running between the wickets should be done. 
Full marks should also be given to Hardik Pandeya, 
who like Kohli had also gone through a lean patch 
but contributed in helping India win the match. 
Most viewers said that they had got more than 
their money’s worth and were looking forward to 
the display of some more positive cricket from the 
Indian side, which if it continues to perform as it 
did on Sunday, could be the favourites to lift the 
trophy. India has produced some excellent players 
in the past and the innings which Kapil Dev played 
to defeat Zimbabwe in the 1983 is regarded by Ga-
vaskar as one of the best he had ever seen. Sachin 
Tendulkar was considered to be the God of cricket 
and the swashbuckling and fearless style of Viren-
dra Sehwag made him one of the most entertain-
ing batsmen of his generation. It was not without a 
reason that Sehwag was called the Sultan of Multan 
after he smashed a triple hundred against Pakistan 
on the Pakistani soil amidst hostile conditions. The 
current Pakistan team has many gifted players in-
cluding the captain Babar Azam. However, all of 
them have the highest respect for Kohli. For them, 
he is their role model. Rohit Sharma, the Indian 
Skipper is a very gifted player as well and a big hit-
ter of the ball.  Once he gets going, it is difficult to 
stop him. King Kohli deserves all the praise he has 
got and by playing the “shot of the century’’, he shall 
always be remembered as one of the most talented 
masters of the game, which is virtually worshipped 
in our country. 

Pankaj Vohra

perspective
Virat’s impossible feat 

King Kohli 
enThralls cricKeT 
lovers wiTh The 
shoT of The cenTury

White-collar crime con-
tinues to remain prevalent 
across global economies. 
The dynamics and trends 
of white-collar crime are 
constantly adapting to the 
changes in technology and 
laws. In the last decade, 
smaller-scale, more oppor-
tunistic crimes have been 
added to the known large-
scale, complex scams. The 
former is primarily com-
mitted by individuals who 
gained power and authority 
through their position, partly 
due to increasing regulation 
placed on businesses and 
professionals. Another factor 
is India’s growing economy. 
As spending power of people 

increases, so do opportuni-
ties for criminals to engage 
in opportunistic white-collar 
crimes.

White-collar crimes can 
be described as non-violent 
deceptive crimes for the pur-
pose of financial gain.

Since white-collar crimes 
are often committed through 
sophisticated means, e.g. 
financial transactions or 
complex/layered business 
deals, they are complex and 
difficult to prosecute. Addi-
tionally, white-collar crimi-
nals are often well-educated, 
with extensive knowledge of 
the law. This helps them con-
ceal their criminal activities.

Under the 
Umbrella 
Some common types of 
white-collar crimes include:
• Loan Fraud: Illegal meth-
ods to divert or steal assets 
financed by or loans sanc-
tioned by financial institu-
tions. This includes investees 
using private equity invest-
ment for personal lifestyle 
enhancement.

• Financial Fraud: Misstate-
ments to inflate share prices 
or evade GST/tax payments.
• Corrupt Practices: Any 
form of kickbacks, commis-
sions, or unethical payments. 
It is a crime whether some-
one offers or accepts a bribe. 
Non-disclosure of conflict 
of interest may be included 
here.
• Cyber Fraud: Hacking, 
stealing digital information, 
cyber espionage, technologi-
cal processes, and, last but 
not least, proprietary data.
• Insider Trading: Using con-
fidential information to trade 
in shares of listed entities.
• Money Laundering: Con-
cealing the origin of illegally 
obtained money or tax saving 
methods.

 
reasons for 
Growth
Some offenders convince 
themselves that their actions 
are not crimes, as the acts do 
not involve physical violence. 
Some claim that the law does 
not account for realities of 
market competition to jus-
tify their criminal behaviour.

Criminal groups have more 
opportunities for growth due 
to the introduction of cutting-
edge technology, expanding 
industries, and political pres-
sures. A flourishing econo-
my, coupled with technology 
advancements like the Inter-
net and quick money transfer 
systems, makes it difficult to 
locate and investigate these 

crimes.
While the nature of the 

crime differs from tradi-
tional crimes, people rarely 
understand how they could 
be victims. White-collar 
crimes are committed out of 
greed. In some cases, people 
commit white-collar crimes 
in order to satisfy their ego or 
support their families. As a 
result, white-collar crime of-
ten goes unpunished, which 
can lead to a sense of impuni-
ty among those who commit 
these crimes. Usually, these 
crimes have no eyewitnesses.

the leGal position 
in india
Despite the challenges of 
prosecuting white-collar 
crime, regulators and law 
enforcement officials con-
tinue to enhance and devise 
taking steps to crack down 
on these offenses. There has 
been an increased focus on 
investigating and prosecut-
ing white-collar crimes, hav-
ing serious consequences for 
the victims, such as job loss, 
financial instability, and even 
bankruptcy.

The Government of India 
has enacted several regula-
tory laws to control white-
collar crime. The Essential 
Commodities Act 1955, the 
Industrial (Development 
and Regulation) Act, 1951, 
The Import and Exports 
(Control) Act, 1947, the For-
eign Exchange (Regulation) 
Act, 1974, Companies Act, 

1956, Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act, 2002 are a 
few of these laws. Any vio-
lation of the rules outlined 
in these Acts constitutes a 
white-collar crime and will 
result in sanctions.

In 1964 the Santharam 
Committee was formed to 
check on corruption. The re-
port of the Committee stated 
that industrialists, people in 
business, and government 
officers are responsible for 
most white-collar crimes in 
India. The Committee fur-
ther observed that corrup-
tion could not be eliminated 
or reduced unless preventive 
measures were taken and 
implemented in a proper 
manner. Administrative, 
legal, social, economic, and 
educational actions must 
all be included in preventa-
tive measures. In 1964, the 
then-Central Government 
established the Central Vigi-
lance Commission (CVC) in 
response to the recommen-
dations.

Furthermore, to tackle 
crime related to computers 
and technology, the Informa-
tion Technology Act, of 2000 
has been enacted. The aim is 
to regulate and authenticate 
the information exchanged 
while conducting commer-
cial transactions. This Act 
also contains penalties in 
the scenario where the unau-
thorized data is downloaded, 
assessed, copied, or the sen-
sitive information related 

to such data is passed on to 
third parties.

 
ideas to cUrb 
white-collar crime
Awareness:  Increased 
awareness is critical to pre-
vent white-collar crime. Ev-
eryone, including business 
employers, employees, and 
consumers, should be made 
aware of the warning signs of 
white-collar crime and how 
to protect themselves.

Training/Teaching: Busi-
nesses can take steps to pre-
vent white-collar crime. This 
includes implementing poli-
cies and procedures to deter 
criminal activity, monitor-
ing employee activity, and 
providing ethics training on 
identifying and reporting 
suspicious behavior. People 
can make better decisions 
when they understand its 
implications. Therefore, 
training that involves human 
interaction regarding integ-
rity and ethics is important. 

White-collar crime can 
have a devastating impact on 
the economy (e.g., increasing 
NPAs lead to higher loan in-
terest rates for consumers). 
Regulators and enforcement 
bodies should continue to 
have the support and ability 
(resources and capabilities) 
to train, retrain and equip 
themselves to stay ahead 
of the elusive white-collar 
criminal.
Deepak Bhawnani is the founder 
and CEO, Alea Consulting

Changing dynamics of white-collar crime

King Kohli in playing the 
last eight balls in particular 
showed how his dedicated 
approach to the game and 
his physical and mental 
toughness assisted him 
in crossing the ultimate 
target; in the process, he hit 
two more sixes and showed 
how running between the 
wickets should be done. 
Full marks should also be 
given to Hardik Pandeya, 
who like Kohli had also 
gone through a lean patch 
but contributed in helping 
India win the match.

opinion
J.K.S. ParIHar 

Virat Kohli
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The Supreme Court 
of India in the case 
Assistant Director 

Directorate Of Enforce-
ment Versus Kamal Ah-
san & Anr. Observed and 
has come down heavily 
on the Directorate of En-
forcement (ED) for filing 
of a Special Leave Petition 
wherein seeking to inter-
fere with a bail order which 
is being granted by the Al-
lahabad High Court to a 
man who is suffering from 
Malignancy and Cancer.

The bench comprising 
of Justice MR Shah and 
Justice MM Sundresh ob-
served that the bail order 
did not warrant any inter-
ference of the Court.

In the present case, the 
court while taking into 
consederation the peculiar 
facts and circumstances 
of the case and taking into 
consideration the fact that 
the respondent is suffer-
ing from Malignancy and 
Cancer and thereafter the 
same is not required to be 
interfered by this court, 
when he has been released 
on bail. The bench while 
concluding dismissed the 
Special leave petition.

It was also stated by the 
bench that there was no 
need for the ED for filing 
of the said SLP. As per the 
words of the Court, the sta-
tionary is just being wasted 
by the SLP and the legal 
fees apart from the Court’s 
precious time.

Howeve r,  t h e  c o u r t 
deemed it fit of imposing a 
costs of Rs 1,00,000 (One 

Lakh) on the concerned of-
ficer who has been granted 
permission for filing the 

petition.
The court dismissed 

the Special leave petition 
with exemplary cost, to be 
borne by the concerned of-
ficer, who has granted the 
permission to file the Spe-
cial Leave Petition, quanti-
fied at Rs.1,00,000/-, to be 
recovered from the salary 
of such an officer and the 
cost needs to be deposited 
by the department with 

the Registry of this Court 
within a period of four 
weeks.

Before parting with the 
order, the Supreme Court 
of India directed that 
once the amount is depos-
ited Rs.50,000 should be 
transferred to National 
Legal Services Authority, 
New Delhi and Rs.50,000, 
to Mediation and Concilia-
tion Project Committee.

In Court

Supreme Court: ImpoSed  
rS 1 Lakh CoSt on ed offICer 
for fILLIng petItIon agaInSt 
BaIL granted to CanCer patIent
TDG NETWORK 

The Madras High Court in the case RKR. 
Gold P. Ltd Versus ACIT observed and has 
held that the criminal investigation wing is 
a separate and distinct from the assessment 
wing and that disclosure made before one 
wing will not exonerate the assessee from 
the requirement of making a “full and true 
disclosure” in an assessment before the as-
sessing officer.

The Single bench comprising of Justice 
Anitha Sumanth observed that in the absence 
of full and true disclosure in the first instance. 
Thus the assessing authority assuming the 
jurisdiction beyond the period of four years 
is not barred by limitation, and cannot be 
faulted.

It has been challenged by the assessee/pe-
titioner the proceedings for re-assessment 
under the provisions of the Income Tax Act, 
1961 for the assessment year Annual Year 
2011-2012. The return of income on time has 
been filled by the petitioner accompanied by 
the required annexures. However, the return 
was been taken for scrutiny and a notice un-
der Section 143(2) was issued on July 31, 2012.

In the present case, the assessing authority 
calls for the attendance of the petitioner at 
his office to finalise the assessment. Thus, the 
notice has been issued by the Income Tax Of-
ficer in the Intelligence and Criminal Investi-
gation wing of the Income Tax Department 
(ITO (I&CI)) on October, 5, 2012.

The petitioner is been called upon by ITO 
(I&CI) for furnishing information under Sec-
tion 133(6), including bank statements relat-
ing to cash deposits in excess of Rs. 2 lakhs. 
On 15.10.2012, it was responded by the peti-
tioner by enclosing copies of statements from 
ICICI, Dhanlaxmi, Axis, and other banks 

wherein the petitioner holds deposits.
Further, there being an exchange of re-

sponses and notices between the petitioner 
and the respondent, and the reply of the 
petitioner dated 24.10.2013 also referring to 

“Details of bank accounts of the company and 
its directors” that without any reference to 
ICICI Bank and that the order of the assess-
ment has come to be passed by that of the 
assessing officer on January 28, 2014 under 
Section 143(3) of the Act, based upon the ma-
terials available.

However, the petitioner was in receipt of a 
notice under Section 148 on 29.03.2018 be-
yond the period of four years from the end of 
the relevant assessment year. Thus, depart-
ment was to satisfy the additional condition 
set out under the provision to Section 147 to 
the effect that the petitioner had made an in-
complete and untrue disclosure of relevant 
facts at the initial stage.

It has been noted by the court that post fi-
nalisation of the assessment, the information 
has been received by the department regard-
ing the suspicious bank transactions between 
the periods of 01.02.2011 and 31.02.2011. A 
certain amount of Rs. 42.29 crores have been 
deposited in cash and immediately debited 
through RTGS. The proceedings for that of 
the re-assessment have come to be initiated 
based upon the information received regard-
ing the aforesaid modus operandi and to 
verify the same.

While dismissing the petition, the court 
stated that the responses/communications 
of the petitioner during the original assess-
ment did not reveal the existence of the bank 
account at ICICI, R.S. Puram Branch. In 
this regard, the mere reference to the bank 
account in the communication addressed to 
the ITO (ICI) will be of no aid to the petitioner.

In Court

Madras High Court: 
In the absence of a full 
and true disclosure, 
reassessment is not 
barred by limitation

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case Union of India (NCB)vs 
Khalil Uddin observed and 
has set aside the bail granted 
to two persons accused in an 
NDPS case.

The bench comprising of 
Chief Justice Of India UU 
Lalit and Justice Bela M. 
Trivedi observed that the 
High Court could not ought 
not to have released the ac-
cused on bail, in the face of 
the mandate of Section 37 of 
the NDPS Act.

The bench observed that 
as per the prosecution case, 
in the car about 13 kgs of 
morphine was found which 
was driven by Md. Jakir 
Hussain who, in a state-
ment recorded under Sec-
tion 67 of the NDPS Act and 
has also named his owner 
accused Abdul Hai. It was 
found during the course of 
investigation that contra-
band material in question 
was to be handed-over to 
accused -Khalil Uddin, the 
owner of a tea shop. Abdul 
Hai and Khalil Uddin has 
been granted bail by the 
Gauhati High Court and ag-
grieving with the same, the 
State approached the Apex 
Court.

The Court noted while 

considering the appeal that 
the scope and validity of 
the statements made under 
Section 67 is dealt in the 
judgment in the case To-
fan Singh vs. State of Tamil 
Nadu and that in the case 
State by (NCB) Bengaluru 
vs. Pallulabid Ahmad Ari-
mutta & Anr, wherein lay-

ing down the rigour down in 
Tofan Singh was held to be 
applicable even at the stage 
of grant of bail.

Further, the court noted 
while going by the circum-
stances on record, at the 
present stage, the strength of 
the statement of Md. Nizam 
Uddin, though allegedly 

retracted later, the present 
matter stands on a differ-
ent footing. The court stated 
that the High Court could 
not and ought not to have 
released the accused on bail, 
in the face of mandate of 
Section 37 of the Act.

The bench directed the Tri-
al Court for concluding the 

proceedings as early as pos-
sible and preferably within 
a period of six months from 
the date of receipt of this or-
der, while setting aside the 
High Court order.

It was observed by an-
other bench of Supreme 
Court that an accused un-
der NDPS Act may be able to 
take advantage of the Tofan 
Singh judgment at the time 
of arguing the regular bail 
application or at the time of 
final hearing after conclu-
sion of the trial in the case 
State of Haryana vs Samarth 
Kumar.

In Court

Supreme Court: Sets aside bail granted 
to NDPA Accused; In the face of the 
mandate of section 73 of NDPS Act
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Brig. T. S. 
Sathyamoorthy vs. Govt. of India & Ors. 
observed and by an order granted a last 
opportunity to the advocates on record 
for curing the defects of one thousand 
odd petitions being filed before the apex 
court. In an order it was stated that the 
batch of petitions that were filed before 
the apex court between the year 2014 to 
2020 were sent back to the Advocates on 
Record for rectification and for refiling but 
still the rectified copies are not received by 
the Registry.

The Single judge bench comprising of 
Justice P. S. Narasimha observed while 
hearing of the matter in chamber, wherein 
directing the respective Advocates on Re-
cord to cure the defects in the petitions and 
re-file them within a period of four weeks 
or else the case would stand dismissed by 
the court. As a last opportunity, the court 
granted further time of 4 weeks from to-
day to cure the defects and failing which 
the cases shall stand dismissed without 
any further reference to the court.

The order stated clarifies that despite of 

sending repeated reminders to the coun-
sels the petitions were not sent back to 
the registry after the defects were cured. 
The bench of Justice Narasimha allowed 
23 petitions from the batch of petitions to 
be withdrawn. The registry also directed 
to re notify 18 matters after verification, if 
necessary.

Accordingly, the Supreme Court had 
last month by an order scrapped 13,147 
pre-2014 cases which are being remained 
with uncured defects.

In Court

Supreme Court: If fILIng defeCtS 
are not Cured WIthIn 4 WeekS; 
Court to dISmISS over 1000 
CaSeS fILed BetWeen 2014-2020
TDG NETWORK 

It was also stated by the bench that there was 
no need for the ED for filing of the said SLP. 
As per the words of the Court, the stationary 
is just being wasted by the SLP and the legal 
fees apart from the Court’s precious time.

The bench directed the Trial Court for concluding the 
proceedings as early as possible and preferably within 
a period of six months from the date of receipt of this 
order, while setting aside the High Court order.
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The Steel Author-
ity of India Limited 
(SAIL) and the Air-

port Authority of India 
(AAI), signed an Opera-
tion and Management (O 
& M) agreement today in 
New Delhi to facilitate com-
mercial operations from 
Rourkela in the state of Odi-
sha. 

SAIL, in 2018, had signed 
a MOU for the use of its own 
airport, under the UDAN 
scheme, for the operation 
of commercial flights. Now, 
SAIL has signed the O&M 
contract with AAI, through 
its Rourkela Steel Plant, to 
facilitate the commence-

ment of commercial flights 
from Rourkela. The Min-
istry of Civil Aviation has 
provided financial support 
for the up-gradation of this 
airport. The government of 
Odisha will provide the se-
curity, fire, and ambulance 
services, besides helping 
with other local clearances. 
AAI, on behalf of SAIL-
Rourkela Steel Plant, will 
operate and manage the 
airport.

The airport will provide 
relief to all air travellers 
from the industrial town 
of Rourkela and the sur-
rounding areas. The com-
mencement of air services 
is also important in view 
of the forthcoming Hockey 

World Cup, where 20 out 
of the total 44 matches are 
being held at Rourkela in 
January 2023. This global 
event will witness a huge 
footfall in Rourkela during 
the period and the require-
ment for air connectivity 
to the city will be a major 
necessity for logistical rea-
sons.

SAIL, one of the larg-
est steel companies in the 
country and a ‘Maharatna’ 
CPSE, has been actively 
participating in the devel-
opment of peripheral areas 
around its production fa-
cilities. This endeavour, in 
the public interest, is likely 
to boost economic activity 
in this region.

SAIL SIgnS Agreement 
wIth AAI to fAcILItAte 
commercIAL operAtIonS At 
rourkeLA AIrport under 
the rcS udAn Scheme
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Government today said that 
efforts are on to have at least 
25% of all sales by women 
self-help groups through e-
commerce portals annually. 

This was stated by Union 
Minister of State for Rural 
Development and Steel, Fag-
gan Singh Kulaste, while in-
augurating “SARAS FOOD 
FESTIVAL, 2022”. On this 
occasion, the Minister also 
launched the e-commerce 
portal www.esaras.in for 
better and more effective 
marketing of Saras products 
prepared by women of self-
help groups.

Kulaste said, Ministry of 
Rural Development will 
take steps to establish Saras 
stalls by women SHGs in all 
State capitals, major cities 
and metros, airports and 
railway stations for widen-
ing the reach of marketing. 
He said, more and more 
people will be exposed to 
ethnic and home-made 
handicrafts, paintings, toys, 
food and other items. The 
Minister said, each women 
beneficiary must save at 
least one lakh rupees per 
annum through sale of local 
products.

Referring to Atmanirbhar 
pitch of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, Shri Kulaste 

said, today the best prod-
ucts of SHGs are also being 
exported in different coun-
tries and there is a need for 
more and more awareness 
campaign both locally and 
globally about their niche 
products through e-com-
merce platforms and other 
avenues.  He also suggested 
that efforts must be made to 
identify the challenges with 
the existing products, their 
packaging and branding.

The Minister pointed out 
that today, women self-help 
groups are associated with 
Mid-Day meal scheme, Har 
Ghar Nal se Jal yojana and 
there is need to provide 
them gainful avenues in 
other schemes of the Cen-
tral Government.

Shri  Nagendra Nath 
Sinha, Secretary, Minis-
try of Rural Development 
said that there are about 8 
crore 62 lakh women are 
members of SHGs and they 
have presence in 97% of 
Blocks, while 85 % of them 
are directly connected with 
the network of the Ministry. 
He said, the Ministry has 
already signed agreements 
with e-commerce giants 
like Amazon, and Flip-
kart and there have been 
efforts by States/UTs also 
in getting SHGs products 
registered on e-commerce 

platforms. e.g, Flipkart, 
Amazon and Meesho etc.

Shri Sinha advised the 
SHGs and craftsmen to 
understand consumer’s de-
mand to improve the prod-
ucts. He said the Ministry 
will give publicity to the 
Mela through advertise-
ment and SMS marketing 
so that all participants will 
get a chance to showcase 
their products to a large 
number of audiences. He 
said, Delhi is a melting pot 
of diverse cultures in India 
and people here will get ac-
cess to their ethnic and own 
soil products both through 
online and physical plat-
forms

Later, Shri Faggan Singh 
kulaste also met with mem-
bers of women’s self-help 
groups and appreciated 
their products. 

The Saras Food Festi-
val-2022 has been organized 
in the national capital by the 
Union Ministry of Rural De-
velopment from 28th Octo-
ber, 2022 to 10th November, 

2022 at Handicraft Bhawan, 
Baba Kharak Singh Marg, 
Connaught Place, New 
Delhi. 

The Saras Food Festival is 
a unique example of wom-
en’s empowerment. Wom-
en from self-help groups, 
formed under the flagship 
program ‘National Rural 
Livelihoods Mission’ of the 

Union Ministry of Rural De-
velopment are participating 
in this festival. This is an ini-
tiative of the Union Ministry 

of Rural Development as an 
effort to empower women 
on a large scale.

About 150 women entre-

preneurs and members of 
self-help groups from 18 
states are participating in 
this event which gives them 
an opportunity to showcase 
their skills in the field of 
food making and introduce 
people to the food culture 
of our country. These SHG 
women are proficient in 
making rural products and 
preparing traditional dishes 
of their states. Other skilled 
people across the country 
are also participating in this 
grand event.

People who came to the 
festival also showed their in-
terest to know how different 
types of food from across the 
states are being prepared. 
People coming to the festival 
can taste the flavours of deli-
cious cuisine from 18 states 
also. These cuisines include, 
Kair Sagari, Gatte ki Sabzi, 
Bajra Roti from Rajasthan, 
Hilsa Fish Curry from West 
Bengal, Chicken from Telan-
gana, Malabar Biryani from 
Kerala, Litti Chokha from 
Bihar, Sarso da Saag and 
Makke ki Roti from Pun-
jab and famous food from 
other states. People can also 
taste the delicious dishes 
from Haryana, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, As-
sam, Uttar Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, Goa and Gujarat in 
this food festival.

SeLf empLoyment

Union Minister of State for Rural Development Shri Faggan 
Singh Kulaste inaugurates the Saras Food Festival-2022

  Kulaste says, efforts are on to have at least 25% of all 
sales by women self-help groups through e-commerce 
portals annually

  E-commerce portal for Saras’ goods also launched 
  A confluence of taste and culture, Saras Food Festival 

will continue till November 10th, 2022
  People can enjoy delicious cuisines of 18 States at Saras 

Food Festival

On the launch of month-
long Special Campaign 2.0 
on 2nd October 2022, the 
Ministry of Panchayati Raj 
took to Twitter to reiterate 
the commitment to improve 
current cleanliness levels in 
the office premises, disposal 
of scrap/ waste materials, en-
sure timely disposal of Pub-
lic Grievances and reduce 
the pendency of work in the 
offices.

Dr. Chandra Shekhar Ku-
mar, Additional Secretary, 
Ministry of Panchayati Raj 
took round of office prem-
ises in Jeevan Bharati Build-
ing, New Delhi on 3rd Oc-
tober 2022 and advised the 
staff-members to contrib-
ute to thorough cleanliness 
drives as part of the Special 
Campaign 2.0 and create a 
healthy work culture that 
values cleanliness. All the 
officers and staff-members 
(regular/ contractual/ out-
sourced) were advised to 
ensure timely and effective 
disposal of Public Grievances, 
References from Members of 
Parliament, State Govern-
ments, Inter-Ministerial Con-
sultations and Parliamentary 
Assurances and disposal of 
scrap/ waste during the pe-
riod of Special Campaign 2.0.

Banners and posters on 
Special Campaign 2.0 from 
2nd October, 2022 to 31st Oc-
tober, 2022 were displayed at 
prominent places in the of-
fice premises located in three 
buildings for greater aware-
ness, widespread participa-
tion for creating a movement 
and environment for Special 
Campaign 2.0.

Prior to the launch of Spe-
cial Campaign 2.0, the Min-
istry of Panchayati Raj vide 
an office circular dated 22nd 
September, 2022 to all the 
officers and staff-members 
(regular/ contractual/ out-
sourced) posted in the Min-
istry at three locations namely, 
Krishi Bhawan, Jeevan Bharti 
Building and Jeevan Prakash 
Building regarding mainte-
nance of cleanliness in the 
Offices on daily basis during 
the Special Campaign 2.0 and 
beyond.

As  per the directions of Sec-
retary, Ministry of Panchayati 
Raj one more circular dated 
30thSeptember, 2022 was 
issued requesting all Divi-
sional Heads to instruct the 
officers and staff working 
under them for implemen-
tation of   Special Campaign 
2.0 from 2nd October, 2022 
to 31st October, 2022 related 
to maintenance of cleanliness 
in office premises, rooms, 
weeding out of physical files, 
identifying scraps and redun-
dant materials for their dis-
posal in the offices located at 
Krishi Bhawan, Jeevan Bharti 
Building and  Jeevan Prakash 
Building, New Delhi.

The Ministry of Pan-
chayati Raj has nominated 
Joint Secretary level officer 
as Nodal Officer for coor-
dination, monitoring and 
reviewing the progress of 
Special Campaign 2.0. All 
Divisional Heads were ad-
vised to personally visit the 
office premises for success-
ful implementation of Spe-
cial Campaign 2.0 from 2nd 
October, 2022 to 31stOctober, 
2022 and also to inspire other 
staff-members to be a part of 
Special Campaign 2.0.

Senior officers of the 
Ministry personally vis-
ited different Sections from 
time to time and advised 
the staff-members to make 
Swachhata[cleanliness] ev-
eryone’s business. During 
the Special Campaign 2.0, 
old and obsolete furniture/ 
fixtures/ electronic items/ 
scrapped articles, which are 
absolute unserviceable items 
lying in the office premises 
and rooms, have been iden-
tified to dispose off them for 
freeing up the space in the 
office for smooth function-
ing of MoPR activities. For 
successful implementation 
of Special Campaign 2.0, 
the General Administration 
Section has procured indoor 
plants, flower pots and deco-
rative items for the Ministry. 

A Committee has been con-
stituted under the Chairman-
ship of Deputy Secretary level 
officer for disposal of all the 
absolute unserviceable items 
following due procedures of 
financial discipline as enu-

merated in GFR. As regards 
the progress as on 28th Octo-
ber, 2022, General Adminis-
tration Section along with the 
Members of the Committee 
has identified around 600 
unserviceable, obsolete and 
beyond economic repairable 
(BER) items including scraps 
and redundant materials for 
their disposal in the offices lo-
cated in three buildings. The 
items identified under Spe-
cial Campaign 2.0 are now 
being disposed off through 
GeM portal as per terms and 
conditions of the GeM portal. 

During the first phase of 
Special Campaign launched 
on 2nd October, 2022 – Spe-
cial Campaign 2.0, approxi-
mately 530 sq. ft. of space has 
been freed up in offices for 
productive use and the Min-
istry is expected to earn an 
amount of Rs.4,13,978/- from 
disposal of scrap. During the 
Special Campaign 1.0, the 
Ministry had earned a rev-
enue of Rs.4,14,609/- as on 
16th October, 2021 and freed 
up space measuring 970 sq. ft 
and 2566 no. of the physical 
files weeded out for smooth 
record management.

During the Special Cam-
paign 2.0, disposal of Public 
Grievances and Public Griev-
ances Appeals have gained 
momentum. As many as 617 
Public Grievances received 
during this period have been 
disposed (100% disposed) as 
on 28th October, 2022. As 
regards disposal of Public 
Grievances Appeals, 160 
Public Grievances Appeals 
out of the total 177 Public 
Grievances Appeals received 
during this period have been 
disposed (90.39% disposed) 
as on date. Vigorous cleanli-
ness campaigns conducted 
at the three office locations 
of the Ministry. Adequate 
cleaning of office chambers 
of all senior officers, rooms 

of other officers and staff-
members, sections, corri-
dors, conference hall, work 
stations, furniture, wash-
rooms, toilets, storage places, 
passages, reception areas and 
inside premises of the MoPR 
office-buildings. 

During the Special Cam-
paign 2.0, all officers and 
staff-members have actively 
participated in the campaign 
with full enthusiasm for the 
successful implementation of 
Special Campaign 2.0 in the 
Ministry of Panchayati Raj. 
Suggestions issued by the De-
partment of Administrative 
Reforms and Public Griev-
ances (DARPG) have been 
complied with in true letter 
and spirit. During the period 
of Special Campaign 2.0, all 
out efforts have been made 
in the Ministry of Panchayati 
Raj to identify redundant 
scrap materials and obsolete/ 
unserviceable items, and to 
sensitize the staff-members 
for maintaining a clean and 
hygienic workplace at all 
times.

Few innovative and best 
practices undertaken by the 
Ministry of Panchayati Raj 
during the ongoing Special 
Campaign 2.0 are as follows:

During the Special Cam-
paign 2.0, the Ministry of 
Panchayati Raj has started 
productive use of the freed up 
space in the office premises 
at Jeevan Bharati Building 
with setting-up quiet, tidy 
and distraction-free Work 
Stations for staff-members 
to optimize the workspace 
and boost productivity.

The corridors in the MoPR 
office premises on the ninth 
floor of Jeevan Bharati Tower-
II Building, New Delhi have 
been transformed into bright, 
beautiful and welcoming 
spaces with placing the green 
plants, flower pots and plant 
containers during the Special 

Campaign 2.0.
Promoting energy-efficient 

/ energy-saving practices 
– switching off electronic 
equipments when not in use.

Shri Sunil Kumar, Secre-
tary, Ministry of Panchayati 
Raj alongwith Shri (Dr.) 
Chandra Shekhar Kumar, 
Additional Secretary, MoPR, 
Shri (Dr.) Bijaya Kumar 
Behera, Economic Adviser, 
MoPR and other senior of-
ficers took a round of the 
Ministry premises at Jeevan 
Bharati Building, New Delhi 
on 25th October, 2022 to in-
spect overall cleanliness and 
review the progress made in 
the course of implementation 
of Special Campaign 2.0 in 
the Ministry of Panchayati 
Raj. He interacted with the 
concerned staff-members 
and gave instructions to 
dispose off all the e-waste / 
obsolete materials and unser-
viceable computer hardware 
etc., identified during Special 
Campaign 2.0 within reason-
able time.

Shri Sunil Kumar, Secretary, 
Ministry of Panchayati Raj in-
teracted with housekeeping 
staff and appreciated their 
efforts and dedication for 
proper cleaning and upkeep 
of the office premises. He ad-
vised staff-members to focus 
on effective workspace man-
agement & creation of healthy 
workplace environment. 

The progress of implemen-
tation of Special Campaign 
2.0 in the Ministry of Pan-
chayati Raj was reviewed by 
Shri (Dr.) Chandra Shekhar 
Kumar, Additional Secretary, 
Ministry of Panchayati Raj 
with all Divisional Heads on 
28thOctober, 2022. He called 
upon all the staff-members to 
practice cleanliness at the of-
fice – Clean Office and Clean 
Desk (no pendency of work) 
at all times so that sustaining 
the momentum of Special 
Campaign 2.0 can be ensured.

During the month-long 
Special Campaign 2.0, all 
officers and staff-members 
actively participated with 
full enthusiasm and renewed 
vigour for successful imple-
mentation of the Special Cam-
paign 2.0 in the Offices of the 
Ministry of Panchayati Raj.

LocAL SeLf govt.

SpecIAL cAmpAIgn 2.0 In the mInIStry of pAnchAyAtI rAj
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French author Rene Naba 
released his latest book on 
the nuclear emergency and 
threat posed by the nexus of 
Pakistan and China to South 
Asia, and the world at large.

The book on the “Nucle-
arization of Asia” was re-
leased this week at the Ge-
neva Press Club, which saw 
the in-person participation 
of 35 people. Twenty-three 
people participated via vir-
tual mode. The Geneva in-
ternational radio represen-
tative, Tribune de Geneve, 
and two UN press corre-
spondents also participated 
in the launch.

According to the French 
publication Labna News, 
Rene Naba is the author of 
two books on Asia, including 
one that discusses the securi-
ty threat posed by Pakistan.  
The author is the former 
head of the Arab Muslim 
world in the diplomatic ser-
vice of AFP and vice presi-
dent of the International 
Centre for the Fight against 
Terrorism (CILT), according 

to the Geneva Press Club.
Previously, he authored 

a  b o o k  t i t l e d  “ Pa k i-
stan: Facing the Chal-
lenge of the Post-Western 
World” (Golias 2019). 
The book on the nuclear-
ization of Asia comes a few 
weeks after US President Joe 
Biden described Pakistan 
as “one of the most danger-
ous nations” in the world.  
He said Pakistan holds 
“nuclear weapons without 
any cohesion.” The remarks 
were made at democratic 
congressional campaign 
committee reception..
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RepoRt Reveals 

Tuberculosis cases surged 
for the first time in many 
years: WHO
TDG NETWORK
Geneva 

An estimated 10.6 million 
people caught tuberculosis 
(TB) in 2021, an increase of 
4.5% from 2020, and 1.6 mil-
lion people died from the dis-
ease according to the World 
Health Organization’s 2022 
Global TB report.

Between 2020 and 2021, the 
burden of drug-resistant tu-
berculosis (DR-TB) increased 
by 3%, with 450 000 new 
cases of rifampicin-resistant 
tuberculosis (RR-TB) in 2021.
According to the WHO re-
port, this is the first time in 
many years that an increase 
has been reported in the 
number of people falling ill 
with TB and drug-resistant 
TB. TB services were among 
the many others disrupted 
by the COVID-19 pandemic 
in 2021, but its impact on 
the TB response has been 
particularly severe. Ongoing 
conflicts across Eastern Eu-
rope, Africa, and the Middle 
East have further exacerbated 
the situation for vulnerable 
populations.

“If the pandemic has taught 
us anything, it’s that with soli-
darity, determination, inno-
vation, and the equitable use 
of tools, we can overcome se-
vere health threats. Let’s ap-
ply those lessons to tubercu-
losis. It is time to put a stop to 
this long-time killer. Working 
together, we can end TB,” said 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus, WHO Director-General.

Continuous challenges 
with providing and access-
ing essential TB services have 
meant that many people with 
TB have not been diagnosed 
and treated. The reported 
number of people newly 
diagnosed with TB fell from 
7.1 million in 2019 to 5.8 mil-
lion in 2020, the report said. 
There was a partial recovery 
to 6.4 million in 2021, but this 
was still well below pre-pan-
demic levels.

According to WHO, the de-
crease in the reported num-
ber of people diagnosed with 
TB suggests that the number 
of people with undiagnosed 
and untreated TB has grown, 
resulting first in an increased 
number of TB deaths and 

more community transmis-
sion of infection and then, 
with some lag-time, increased 
numbers of people develop-
ing TB. The number of people 
provided with treatment for 
RR-TB and multidrug-resis-
tant TB (MDR-TB) has also 
declined between 2019 and 
2020. The reported number 
of people who were diag-
nosed with treatment for 
RR-TB in 2021 was 1,61, 746, 
only about one in three of 
those in need.

“The report notes a de-
cline in global spending on 
essential TB services from 
US$6 billion in 2019 to US 
$5.4 billion in 2021, which 
is less than half of the global 
target of US$13 billion annu-
ally by 2022. As in the pre-
vious 10 years, most of the 
funding used in 2021 (79%) 
was from domestic sources. 
In other low- and middle-
income countries, “interna-
tional donor funding remains 
crucial,” the WHO said.  
The main source is the Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuber-
culosis, and Malaria (the 
Global Fund).

South Korea’s military 
said on Friday that 
North Korea fired two 

short-range ballistic missiles 
into the East Sea. Pyong-
yang fired two short-range 
ballistic missiles into the 
East Sea.

“The Joint Chiefs of Staff 
(JCS) said it detected the 
launches from the Tongchon 
area in Kangwon Province,” 
South Korea’s Yonhap News 
Agency reported on Friday.

The launch site is located at 
some 60km (37 miles) from 
the inter-Korean border. It 
is the closest to the South 
Korean border in compari-

son to Pyongyang’s other 
launch sites. Japan’s Kyodo 
News agency said the mis-
siles were fired towards the 
Sea of Japan but had landed 
outside Japan’s exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ), which 

extends up to 200 nauti-
cal miles (approximately 
370km) from the country’s 
coastline. 

Tensions are escalating 
in the Korean peninsula 
as Kim Jong Un-led North 

Korea has launched several 
missile tests, including one 
that flew over neighbour-
ing Japan this month. The 
United States and its allies 
responded with bombing 
drills of their own.  South 
Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff 
(JCS) announced the latest 
launch, but it did not pro-
vide further details immedi-
ately, Yonhap news agency 
reported.

This latest missile test 
comes ahead of the US-
South Korea air drills called 
“Vigilant Storm,” starting 
next week. South Korea 
has repeatedly warned that 
Pyongyang is preparing 
for a nuclear test, a move 
that would trigger a se-

curity crisis in the region. 
On Thursday, the Inter-
national Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) Director 
General Rafael Grossi said 
that the world is holding 
its breath over the possibil-
ity of North Korea carrying 
out a nuclear bomb test.  
The head of the UN watch-
dog said it is following the 
situation “very, very closely.” 
“We hope it doesn’t happen, 
but indications, unfortu-
nately, go in another direc-
tion,” Grossi was quoted 
as saying by Al Jazeera. 
“Further tests, of course, 
mean that they are refining 
the preparations and the 
construction of their arse-
nal,” he told reporters.

seRies of launch 

noRth KoRea fiRes two 
ballistic missiles at east sea
TDG NETWORK
Seoul

A person watches  the missile launched from Tongchon area

Amid the deteriorating situ-
ation of Afghan women and 
girls under Taliban rule, 
the UN special rapporteur 
on the situation of human 
rights in Afghanistan, Rich-
ard Bennett, said that severe 
restrictions have been put in 
place in the country in order 
to render women “invisible” 
in society, as the terror out-
fit has imposed numerous 
restrictions on women and 
girls.

The UN special envoy 
made the remarks during 
a press conference in New 
York where he claimed that 

the fall of the country to 
the Taliban was worse than 
what Afghan women and 
girls went through in 1996, 
Khaama Press reported. 
“There are many restric-
tions and severe barriers for 
women and girls who are ex-
cluded largely from employ-
ment, political and public 
life with limits on freedom 
of movement, association, 
and expression, and it fits the 
pattern of gender segrega-
tion aimed at making women 
invisible,” Bennett said.

He also noted that there 
were many obvious ex-
amples of discrimination 
against minorities like Haz-
aras, Shiites, Sufis, Sikhs, 
and Hindus in Afghanistan, 
reported Khaama Press. As 
per several statistics, more 
than three million girls have 
been denied access to edu-
cation for 402 days, mak-
ing the war-torn nation the 
only country where girls 
are prohibited from attend-
ing school past the sixth 
grade. Bennett further de-
plored the human rights 
violations in Afghanistan 
and emphasised concerns 
about the media, which are 
also facing ever-increasing 

restrictions by the Taliban.  
Earlier, UN experts cau-
tioned that Afghanistan’s 
future is “bleak” if more is 
not done to improve the dete-
riorating human rights situ-
ation, especially for women 
and girls. Since they took 
control of the country in Au-
gust 2021, the Taliban have 
violated women’s and girls’ 
rights to education, work, 
and free movement and deci-
mated the system of protec-
tion and support for those 
fleeing domestic violence.

After Zimbabwe President 
Emmerson Dambudzo 
Mnangagwa made a scath-
ing attack on Pakistan in his 
cryptic congratulatory tweet 
for his country’s win in T20 
World Cup, Pakistan Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has 
responded with a subtle dig.  
Shehbaz Sharif responded 
to Zimbabwe’s President’s 
tweet and wrote, “We may 
not have the real Mr. Bean, 
but we have real cricketing 
spirit .. and we Pakistanis 
have a funny habit of bounc-
ing back:) Mr. President, 
congratulations. “Your team 
played really well today,” ac-
companied by a clap emoti-
con.

The tweet came in response 
to Zimbabwe President Em-
merson’s tweet, who con-
gratulated the cricket team 
after their win against Paki-
stan. However, he raised 
many eyebrows with his wit-
ty statement that he directed 
towards Pakistan. He wrote, 

“What a win for Zimbabwe! 
Congratulations to the Chev-
rons. Next time, send the real 
Mr. Bean...#PakvsZim “

The tweet by President 
Emmerson took a jibe at 
Pakistan’s comedian Asif 
Muhammad, a doppelgang-
er of popular character Mr. 
Bean, who had travelled to 
Zimbabwe in 2016 posing 
as the actual Mr. Bean, origi-
nally played by actor Rowan 
Atkinson. 

The Pakistan Cricket 
Board uploaded a post on 
its official Twitter account 
of the team’s players’ prac-
tising before the Zimbabwe 
match, to which a Twitter 
user named Ngugi Chasura 
responded by saying, “As 
Zimbabweans, we won’t for-
give you...you once gave us 
that fraud Pak Bean instead 
of Mr. Bean Rowan ..we will 
settle the matter tomorrow. 
Just pray the rain will save 
you...#ZIMVSPAK.” Now, 
Shehbaz Sharif ’s response 
is being hailed by Pakistan 
cricket fans who are calling 
it a “Sixer!!!”

women Rights 
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 Former Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan kick-started 
“Haqiqi Azadi Long March” and warned the ISI that he could 
have exposed the country’s intelligence agency “but refrained 
for the betterment of the country.”

He also applauded India for its independent foreign policy 
and New Delhi’s purchase of Russian oil in line with its nation-
al interests despite Western pressure amid the Ukraine war.

The march began at 11 a.m. from Lahore’s Liberty Chowk on 

Friday and will head off to the capital city of Islamabad, the 
Dawn newspaper reported. “The purpose of the long march 
is not any political gains or to topple the government, but to 
make sure that our future is not decided by foreign players,” 
said the PTI chief via a video message on Thursday.

“Today, on October 28, our conscious nation is enter-
ing the decisive phase of the battle for its future, where the 
people themselves have to decide what kind of Pakistan they 
want to see. Get out for the sake of Pakistan, “PTI tweeted.  
Ahead of PTI’s long march, Islamabad police issued instruc-
tions to its officers pertaining to the code of conduct dur-
ing the march expected to reach Islamabad in a few days.  
According to Dawn, security officers at the frontline will be 
deployed along with anti-riot gear, but police personnel de-
ployed to counter the march will not be armed with weapons.

The march comes a day after Pakistan’s spymaster ad-
dressed the public in a rare joint press conference, along-
side the head of the country’s military media wing. 
On Thursday, the Director-General (DG) of the ISI, Nadeem 
Anjum, and the DG of Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), 
Major General Babar Iftikhar, held an unprecedented joint 
press conference over the mystery surrounding the killing of 
a senior Pakistan journalist, Arshad Sharif.

maRch to capital

At long march, 
Imran Khan 
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italy stabbing: 
one Killed, 
fouR injuRed 
including 
aRsenal 
footballeR 
pablo maRi
Rome: one person was 
killed and four others  
severely injured including 
arsenal footballer Pablo 
mari in a mass stabbing 
incident in Italy on Thurs-
day. 
The stabbing took place on 
the outskirts of the Italian 
city of milan in which the 
arsenal defender was in-
jured, Cnn reported citing 
the Italian national police. 

“a mentally unstable man 
decided to stab people. 
one person has died and 
four are now seriously 
injured,” a police spokes-
man said, adding that the 
suspected attacker has 
been arrested. 
The suspect is said to be a 
46-year-old suffering from 
psychological problems 
and had no previous 
convictions, according to 
Italian media.

flood-hit minoR 
giRl Raped in 
paKistan’s 
KaRachi
ISlamabad: In another 
heart-wrenching incident 
of child sexual abuse, 
a nine-year-old flood 
refugee girl from the 
Sindh province’s Shikarpur 
district was gang raped 
by unidentified men in 
Karachi, Pakistan media 
reported. The incident 
reportedly took place on 
Tuesday in the Clifton 
area, in a car in an upscale 
locality of Karachi. at least 
two persons forced the girl 
into a waiting car, gang-
raped her and then left her 
near the shrine of Hazrat 
adbullah Shah Ghazi. The 
victim’s mother, a widow, 
in the First Information 
Report (FIR) stated her 
daughter was begging for 
alms near dolman mall 
in Clifton when she was 
abducted using a car. 

‘spoileR aleRt...’ 
twitteR boss 
elon musK 
cReates anotheR 
suspense
WaSHInGTon: Hours 
after he completed the 
Twitter acquisition for a 
whopping uSd 44 billion 
deal, Tesla Ceo elon 
musk tweeted “let the 
good times roll”, which he 
labeled as a “Spoiler alert” 
for netizens. elon musk’s 
tweet has created utter 
suspense in the minds of 
millions. “Spoiler alert. 
let the good times roll,” 
elon musk tweeted early 
Friday morning after clos-
ing the Twitter acquisi-
tion deal Thursday night. 
earlier, billionaire elon 
musk said that he intends 
to replace Parag agrawal 
as Ceo of the social media 
platform and also intends 
to reverse the permanent 
ban on users, according 
to a bloomberg report. 
agrawal was fired along 
with other major execu-
tives upon completion of 
the takeover, bloomberg 
on Friday reported citing 
a person familiar with 
the matter. The Tesla and 
Space X owner is expected 
to remain Ceo of Twitter in 
the interim period but may 
eventually cede the role in 
the longer term, the report 
said. according to mul-
tiple reports in uS media, 
several prominent people 
have been asked to quit. 

Former PM Imran Khan at Liberty Chowk on Friday. 

Afghanistan has seen several protets for women education.

Relief pacKage demanded

Flood-affected farmers 
warn of protest in 
Islamabad next week 
if demands not met

Several farmers and landowners have 
warned of protests in Pakistan as agricul-
tural land and standing crops in Balochistan 
and Sindh have been destroyed due to dev-
astating floods in the country, adding to the 
economic miseries of the people.

According to Dawn, Kissan Ittehad Paki-
stan Chairman Khalid Hussain warned of a 
massive protest sit-in by growers and land-
owners in front of the Chief Minister’s house 
and D-Chowk in Islamabad if the govern-
ment failed to implement the relief package 
within 10 days. “If the demands are not met, 
a sit-in would be staged in front of the CM 
House here on Nov 4 and at D-Chowk on the 
5th as 70 per cent of agricultural land and 
standing crops in Balochistan and Sindh 
have been destroyed due to the heavy floods 
over the last couple of months,” Hussain said.

“The federal and provincial governments 
should immediately implement the package 
for the flood-and rain-affected landowners,” 
he added. The Kissan Ittehad Pakistan had 
earlier protested for eight days in Islamabad. 
As a result of the devastating floods, which 
washed away the fruit orchards and stand-
ing crops in the flood-hit regions of Pakistan, 
farmers are on the brink of starvation and are 
suffering heavily economically.

Numerous farmers and land-owners are 
unable to pay heavy electricity bills and 
have demanded that the government im-
mediately provide wheat, oilseeds, and fer-
tilisers at subsidised rates to them to deal 
with the shortage of wheat in the country 
in the coming days, according to Dawn. 
As floodwaters in Pakistan recede, the 
story of those in the worst affected regions 
comes to the surface, with many farmers 
sharing their woes of being stuck in a vi-
cious cycle of sinking into debt and not 
being able to pay back their landlords.  
Sindh is among those provinces that have 
sustained the most flood damage. As Paki-
stan’s flood fury wreaks havoc in different 
provinces, farmers are finding themselves 
in another trouble as they are already buried 
under the debt they owe to landlords. Many 
already owe hundreds or thousands of dol-
lars to the landlords whose fields they cul-
tivate each year, as part of a system that has 
long governed much of rural Pakistan. Each 
planting season, the landlords offer farm-
ers loans so that they can buy fertilisers and 
seeds. With the purchased items, they culti-
vate their fields, which earns them a meagre 
amount. The farmers are making desperate 
attempts to sail through the troubled waters. 
And now, their summer harvests are in ruins. 
Unless the water recedes, they won’t be able 
to plant the wheat they harvest each spring.
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A sense of insecurity and a 
fear psychosis has been cre-
ated among the residents of 
Pakistan’s Karachi due to 
an exponential rise in crime 
rates, Dawn reported, citing 
a recent study.

Around two-thirds of the 
population of the metropo-
lis have experienced such 
incidents in one way or the 
other, and almost one-fourth 
have directly suffered the 
loss of lives. “We carried out 
a study in all seven districts 
of the city that showed an 
increase in street crimes is 
making Karachiites more 
frightened and making them 
feel more insecure,” said Ka-
shif Hafeez of Pulse Consul-
tant, a research organisation 
with nationwide operations. 
Regarding the growing 
crime rate, the study noted 
that the people of Karachi 
described it as alarming.  
“The response, as feared, 
showed a very serious and 

alarming situation. “Some 
69%, or you can say seven 
out of 10 people, we reached 
out to reported that some-
one in their family circle or 
friends has been a victim of 
street crime,” said Hafeez, 
Dawn reported. When the 
survey was carried out 
among people aged between 
16 and 55 years, 23% of peo-
ple claimed they had lost be-
longings to street criminals. 
Moreover, the data compiled 
by police showcased a mas-
sive surge in criminal of-
fences between January and 
September compared to the 
same period of last year.

Snatching of  mobile 
phones and theft of ve-
hicles has also become a 
regular affair in Karachi. 
The law and order situa-
tion in Karachi has been 
deteriorating with every 
passing day and the local 
authorities do not tend to 
pay heed to it despite nu-
merous people losing lives.  
For over three decades, Ka-
rachi has been an epicentre 

of target killings for reasons 
ranging from ethno-political 
to sectarian disputes and 
from land mafia rivalries 
to personal vendettas and 
political outrage, reported 
Asian Lite International.  
During the last couple of 
years, Karachi has seen fre-
quent outbreaks of violence 
which have claimed hun-
dreds of innocent lives. 

Over 56,500 cases of 
street crime have been re-
ported in Karachi, the fi-
nancial hub of Pakistan, 
during the current year. 
Over 19,000 mobile phones 
were snatched from citizens, 
while 104 cars were forceful-
ly taken and 1,383 bikes were 
stolen. Around 35,000 citi-
zens were deprived of their 
motorcycles.

The recent history of vio-
lence in Karachi underlines 
one point clearly: the city 
is quickly falling victim to 
the temptations of “power 
and influence’ on the part 
of political players, reported 
Asian Lite International.

Panic-stricken residents

Fear psychosis prevails 
among Karachi residents 
due to rising street crimes
tdg network
Karachi

Slamming the West for play-
ing “dirty games” for global 
dominance, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin said he 
is convinced that sooner or 
later “new centres of power 
will emerge in the multipolar 
world and the West will have 
to start talking as equals 
about our common future.”

In a high-profile address 
at the plenary session of the 
Valdai, Putin said Western 
nations deny others the right 
to any kind of independence, 
be it political, economic, or 
cultural, reported Russian 
media outlet, RT. The ses-
sion’s topic was “A Post-He-
gemonic World: Justice and 
Security for Everyone. The 
West and its allies are playing 
a “dirty game,” the prize of 
which is global dominance, 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin said during the ses-
sion, state media reported.  
However, he added that the 
US and its allies are not safe 
from the consequences of 
their own actions. During 
the session, Putin stated 
that the West cannot ignore 
the crises that it has caused. 
“Only a world united by 
common goals can act on 

the challenges it faces,” the 
Russian president added.  
“Power over the world 
is what the West has put 
at stake in the game it 
plays. This game is cer-
tainly dangerous, bloody, 
and I would call it dirty. “  
He slammed the West for 
denying others, on the glob-
al stage, the right to any kind 
of independence, be it politi-
cal, economic, or cultural.  
Speaking on Russia’s dis-
cussion last December with 
the US, Putin said its con-
cerns about national secu-
rity were “tossed aside” by 
Washington, reported RT. 
“But in the modern world, 

sitting aside is hardly an op-
tion. “He who sows the wind 
will reap the whirlwind, as 
the proverb says,” he said. 
Putin pointed out that the 
ongoing global crisis affects 
everyone. On the paths avail-
able to pursue, Putin said to 
either keep accumulating 
problems or try to find “may-
be not ideal, but working” 
solutions to common issues.  
He highlighted that western 
nations, which want to im-
pose their values and vision 
as universal, are robbing 
everyone, including them-
selves. “First of all, this eradi-
cates the creative potential of 
the West itself,” he warned.

Putin slams west 

Putin accuses west of 
playing ‘dirty games’ for 
global domination 
tdg network
Moscow

The New York Post website and its Twitter account were 
hacked, and the publication is now investigating the hack 
that led to a series of “vulgar and racist” tweets and head-
lines published on its website and social media channel.

The New York Post said the New York Twitter posts in-
cluded posts falsely attributed to Representative Lee Zeldin 
referring to New York Governor Kathy Hochul, the New 
York Post said. 

In their only scheduled debate, Gov. Hochul and her chal-
lenger, Representative Zeldin, quarrelled intensely on Tues-
day over divisive issues such as rising crime and abortion 
access, while accusing each other of corruption and dan-
gerous extremism. Zeldin and Hochul are opponents in the 
coming governor’s elections.

There were other false posts about New York Mayor Eric 
Adams and US President Joe Biden’s son, Hunter Biden.

The hacker or hackers also appeared to have access to The 
Post’s internal publishing system, republishing an editorial 
about Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and chang-
ing the byline to Ben Shapiro, the conservative commenta-
tor, the publication said. The headline was changed to say: 
“We must assassinate AOC for America

Later, a spokeswoman confirmed that The Post had been 
hacked and said that the organisation was investigating the 
cause. However, more information is still awaited.

US on Friday sanctioned 
an Iranian entity that was 
behind issuing a bounty to 
target British-American au-
thor Salman Rushdie. 

“The United States rejects 
the efforts of Iran’s leaders 
to stifle the fundamental 
freedom of expression and 
threaten members of the 
press. Today, we sanctioned 
the Iranian entity that is-
sued a bounty on the life of 
author Salman Rushdie,” 
US State Secretary Antony 
Blinken said in a tweet. 
Rushdie, 75, was stabbed 
on stage at the Chautauqua 
Institution in New York on 
12 August during an event. 
The US Department of the 
Treasury’s Office of Foreign 
Assets Control (OFAC) took 
action on Friday against the 
15 Khordad Foundation, an 
Iran-based foundation that 
has issued a multi-million-
dollar bounty for the killing 
of prominent Indian-born, 
British-American author 
Salman Rushdie, the De-
partment said in a press re-
lease. 

As a result of this action, 
“All property and interests 
in property of the entity 
named above, and of any en-
tities that are owned, direct-
ly or indirectly, 50 percent 
or more by it, individually, 
or with other blocked per-
sons, that are in the United 
States or in the possession 
or control of U.S. persons, 
must be blocked and report-

ed to OFAC.” 
“Since Ayatollah Ruhol-

lah Khomeini’s order pro-
nouncing a death sentence 
on Rushdie in February 
1989, the 15 Khordad Foun-
dation has committed mil-
lions of dollars to anyone 
willing to carry out this 
heinous act. “Since putting 
its bounty on Rushdie, the 
15 Khordad Foundation, 
which is affiliated with the 
Supreme Leader, has raised 
the reward for targeting the 
author,” the press release 
added. 

Under Secretary of the 
Treasury for Terrorism 
and Financial Intelligence, 
Brian E. Nelson said the 
US will not waiver in its 
determination to stand up 
to threats posed by Iranian 
authorities against the uni-
versal rights of freedom of 
expression, freedom of reli-
gion or belief, and freedom 
of the press.

“This act of violence, 

which has been praised by 
the Iranian regime, is ap-
palling. “We all hope for 
Salman Rushdie’s speedy 
recovery following the at-
tack on his life,” Nelson 
added. 

OFAC is designating 15 
Khordad Foundation pursu-
ant to Executive Order 13224, 
as amended, for having ma-
terially assisted, sponsored, 
or provided financial, mate-
rial, or technological support 
for, or goods or services to or 
in support of, an act of terror-
ism, the press release said. 

According to the US Trea-
sury Department, the 15 
Khordad Foundation is a 
so-called charitable founda-
tion subordinate to Supreme 
Leader Ali Khamenei. It 
noted that since 1989, the 15 
Khordad Foundation, in-
spired by Ayatollah Khomei-
ni’s order calling for Rush-
die’s execution, has proudly 
placed a bounty on the au-
thor’s life.
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The US Senate report 
has prepared an in-
terim report on the 

origins of SARS-CoV-2 to 
guide the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) and oth-
er international institutions 
and researchers.

“With COVID-19 still in 
our midst, it is critical that 
we continue international 
efforts to uncover additional 
information regarding the 
origins of this deadly virus. 
I hope this report will guide 
the World Health Organiza-
tion and other international 
institutions and research-
ers as they proceed with 
planned work to continue 

investigating the origins of 
this virus. Uncovering the 
answers to this critical ques-
tion is imperative to our 
national and international 
ability to ensure that a pan-
demic of this size and scope 
does not happen again. 
Richard said

“This is an interim report 
produced by the HELP 
Committee Minority over-
sight staff. 

The objective was to re-
view publicly available, 
open-source information 
to examine the two prevail-
ing theories of the origin of 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus: a 
natural zoonotic outbreak 
or a research-related inci-
dent. This Senate Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pen-

sions (HELP) Committee 
Minority oversight staff re-
port is the product of that 
review,” Richard further 
said Based on the analysis 
of the publicly available in-
formation, it appears rea-
sonable to conclude that the 
COVID-19 pandemic was, 
more likely than not, the 
result of a research-related 
incident. “New information, 
made publicly available and 
independently verifiable, 
could change this assess-
ment,” reads the report.  
In the report, it has been 
mentioned that the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology hasn’t 
maintained biosafety, “Pat-
ents by WIV researchers 
published in 2018, 2019, 
and 2020, and procure-

ments made by the WIV in 
2019, indicate that the WIV 
struggled to maintain key 
biosafety capabilities at its 
high-containment BSL3 
and BSL4 laboratories.”  
The report has also given ex-
amples to explain bio-safety 
measures that WIV should 
have followed. In conclu-
sion, the report mentions 
that more precise informa-
tion is required to arrive 
at the final conclusion. “As 
noted by the WHO Scien-
tific Advisory Group for the 
Origins of Novel Pathogens, 
the COVID-19 Lancet Com-
mission, and the U.S. Office 
of the Director of National 
Intelligence 90-Day As-
sessment on the COVID-19 
Origins, more informa-

tion is needed to arrive at a 
more precise, if not a defini-
tive, understanding of the 
origins of SARS-CoV-2 and 
how the COVID-19 pan-
demic began. 

225 Governments, leaders, 
public health officials, and 
scientists involved in ad-
dressing the COVID-19 pan-
demic and working to pre-
vent future pandemics must 
commit to greater transpar-
ency, engagement, and re-
sponsibility in their efforts.”  
Further, this report has also 
raised a few questions about 
the origins of SARS-CoV-2, 
However, the hypothesis 
of a natural zoonotic origin 
no longer deserves the ben-
efit of the doubt or the pre-
sumption of accuracy.

lab leak theory

us rePort claims origins 
of covid-19 likely from lab 
related incident
tdg network
washington

russian president Vladimir Putin observing the nuclear drills 
conducted by russia earlier this week.

Salman rushdie on the way to the hospital. (File photo) 

US House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi’s husband, Paul Pe-
losi, has been “violently 
assaulted” after a break-in 
into the couple’s San Fran-
cisco home, the Speaker’s 
office said in a statement. 
“The assailant is in custody 
and the motivation for the 
attack is under investiga-
tion,” the statement from 
Pelosi spokesman Drew 
Hammill read, reported 
CNBC. Paul Pelosi, 82, 
“was taken to the hospital, 
where he is receiving ex-

cellent medical care and is 
expected to make a full re-
covery. The san Francisco 

police have not released 
much details on the inci-
dent. 

Pakistan is witnessing a rise in abduction cases of Hindu 
women and girls, especially in the Sindh region, with a re-
cent incident being that of a ten-year-old Hindu minor girl 
kidnapped and married off to an eighty-year-old Muslim man 
on 22 October, local media reported.

The incident took place in the Shaikh Bhirkio area of 
Sindh where Meena Bajani, a 10-year-old Hindu girl, was 
kidnapped from the washing ghat. She was abducted by un-
lawful means by the goons of Zamindar Mulla Rashid and 
was forced to convert to Islam. 

She was later married off to Mulla Rashid, an eighty-year-
old widower. Meanwhile, in a separate incident from Sindh, 
a married Hindu woman named Shanti Meghwar was ab-
ducted by four armed men, namely Manzoor Sheikh, Sultan 
Sheikh, Gab Sheikh, and Javed, from her home in Sindh’s 
Tandu Muhamman Khan District on 24 October, as per local 
media reports. 

The victim was forcibly converted to Islam and married 
off to Manzoor Sheikh. The victim’s mother alleged that the 
SHO refused to register a FIR because she could not give PKR 
5,000/- as a bribe.

She appealed to Sindh CM Murad Shah to intervene in the 
matter and direct the police to retrieve her daughter as the 
cases of abduction have been on the surge in Sindh.  

Cases of Hindu girls being kidnapped and converted to 
Islam after being married to their abductors are rising.  
with reports of four such cases being reported from Paki-
stan’s Sindh province for quite a long. India on several ocas-
sions have raised concerns on persecution of minorities in  
Pakistan.

Paul Pelosi with wife and US House Speaker nancy Pelosi

With renewed attention after 
the horrific Karachi univer-
sity incident which took the 
lives of several Chinese na-
tionals, the Pakistani govern-
ment has decided to bear the 
security costs of non-CPEC 
projects as well, media re-
ports said citing sources.

Pakistan government has 
already included the security 
cost of all CPEC projects in the 
total cost, sources revealed 
to media outlet Business Re-
corder. Pakistani Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif chaired 
a meeting to seek updated 
progress on investigations 
into these incidents which 
killed many Chinese con-
struction workers and com-

mon Chinese nationals.
Sources also revealed that 

Shehbaz Sharif has given a 
high alert for Chinese citizens’ 
security in view of the upcom-
ing events in the context of 
China. China’s ambassador 
to Pakistan has been briefed 
about the meassuresThe de-
cision came after a suicide 
attack killed three chinese 
teachers  outside a university. 
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Men race a pair 
of bulls on paddy 

fields during 
Kalapoottu 

bull-running 
competition held 

at Perumanna 
Arathilparambil 

as part of the 
Agricultural 
Association 

Religious 
Harmony meeting, 

in Kozhikode on 
Thursday.

FUN AND GAMES 

#TWITTER 

ELON MUSK FINALLY IN-CHARGE OF 
TWITTER, NETIZENS REACT 
Despite doubting his intentions multiple times to follow 
through with the USD 44 billion Twitter acquisition deal, 
Tesla CEO Elon Musk is now in charge of Twitter.
Twitter CEO Parag Agrawal and finance chief Ned Segal 
have left the company’s San Francisco headquarters and 
will not be returning as Musk began the purge of execu-
tives after closing the expected deal. Vijaya Gadde, the 
head of legal policy, trust, and safety was also fired, as 
per media reports.

 Soon after the news broke, #ElonMusk and #Twit-
terTakeover took over top trends as netizens took to the 
social media platform to share their reaction. 

In reference to Parag’s exit from Twitter, one of the us-
ers said, “Doesn’t matter if you are CEO of a gaint social 
media platform. The job security will only be in Govern-
ment jobs.”

“Elon Musk acquiring Twitter is a great thing for Twit-
ter and for free speech. There will be now a lot of major 
(much needed) improvements to Twitter,” expressed 
another user. 

In April, Twitter accepted Musk’s proposal to buy and 
take the social media service private. However, Musk 
soon began sowing doubt about his intentions to follow 
through with the agreement, alleging that the company 
failed to adequately disclose the number of spam and 
fake accounts on the service.

Let us work 
together to 
spread the 
message of 
peace and 
create a safer 
world for 
our future 
generation.
— NAVEEN PATNAIK
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FESTIVITIES 

SPECIAL DELICACIES OF CHHATH PUJA 

The Guggenheim in 
Bilbao celebrated 
its 25th anniversary 

this year. It was inaugurat-
ed in 1997. The Guggenheim 
Foundation, founded in 1937 
by Solomon R.Guggenheim, 
focuses on supporting mod-
ern and contemporary art. 
With museums in New 
York, Venice, Bilbao and 
a fourth one coming up 
in Abu Dhabi in 2025, the 
Guggenheim is a destination 
for both the literati and the 
hoi polloi, the local and the 
global, the painter and the 
interpreter, the artist and 
the curator. It is committed 
to innovation in modern 
and contemporary art that 
has a global feel and univer-
sal reach. 

Guggenheim Bilbao’s per-
manent collection includes 
the work of artist Jannis 
Kounellis (1936). The artist 
is not a well-known name 
or someone you should 
quickly google to learn 
more about. He was born 
in Greece but found his 
artistic footing in Italy. He 
believes that art is closely 
connected to prevailing be-
liefs and values. An artist is 
an observer, a chronicler, a 
bystander who silently ab-
sorbs. Kounellis’ work, at 
first glance, appears to be 
a series of high, boarded 
up windows, a war zone, a 
church perhaps, with the 
stained glass replaced with 
metal plates, each the size 
of a bed mounted up on 

two perpendicular walls. 
On each metal plate are 
six sacks of coal, held in 
place by heavy metal 
beams. The effect 
is stark, high on a 
white wall as it is, 
each piece identi-
cal except for the 
shapes of the bags 
of coal.

It is a natural in-
clination to wonder 
what the artist was 
thinking and to dismiss 
it as something compre-
hendible by the artist alone. 
Contemporary art is often 
either misunderstood or 
not understood at all. In the 
case of this work too, the 
meaning may come to some 
but to others only more be-
fuddlement. However, once 
it is explained, the work 

reaches a place in the heart 
that more straight forward 
pieces never do. 

Jannis Kounellis’ Untitled 
work signifies the inclina-
tion of men and women to 
keep their creativity bound 
under heavy metal beams, 

in bags of coal 
that will never burn, tied 
to beds that they will not 
get up from. His work rues 
the hurried nature of our 
lives, the check lists, and 
the plans, the path we must 
follow, leaving anything 

that is different, unusual, 
that calls for rumination, 
for discussion, for ponder-
ing, behind. To let creativ-
ity out of its strait jacket, 
first the coal must be lit. 
While it burns, still stifled 
under the metal beams, the 

beams themselves must be 
removed. Red hot from 

the burning coal, they 
will burn fingers 
and forearms that 
strain to  push 
them away but the 
burns will heal, 
and the mind once 
ignited will never 
be muted again. 
It takes an effort 

to recognize the 
creativity within. It 

takes a bigger effort to 
do something with it. As 
much as the world needs 
science and technology, it 
also needs art and creativ-
ity, for it is when we create 
that we lose ourselves in the 
process and truly embrace 
the moment. 

Priya Hajela is the author of 
Ladies’ Tailor (Harper Collins). 

PRIYA HAJELA 
SATURDAY READ

CONTEMPORARY ART 

RECOGNISE THE CREATIVITY WITHIN
The Guggenheim is a destination for both the literati and the hoi 
polloi, the local and the global, the painter and the interpreter.

The Internet never fails to 
amaze us. Recently, netizens 
have found actor Ranbir Ka-
poor’s doppelganger, and that 
too in a little boy.

A video of a little boy who 
has an uncanny resemblance 
to the ‘Brahmastra’ actor has 
gone viral on social media. The 
clip was shared on Instagram 
by a user named Nirav Bhatt. 
He describes himself as a child 
model and even claimed that 
his loved ones call him “Little 
Ranbir Kapoor.” In the short 
clip, Nirav is seen doing the 
“Mujhe Nahi Aata Hai, Mu-
jhse Mat Pucho Na” trend on 
Instagram.

The internet couldn’t really 
get over his uncanny resem-
blance to the Brahmastra 
actor. Reacting to Nirav’s im-

ages and videos, a social media 
user commented, “Ranbir ka 
bachpan.”“Ditto copy,” an-
other one wrote. “Oh My God! 
He looks exactly like Ranbir,” 
a netizen wrote.

Speaking of Ranbir, he is cur-
rently expecting his first child 
with his wife, Alia Bhatt. Alia 
and Ranbir tied the knot on 
April 14, 2022, after dating for 
many years, at Ranbir’s Mum-
bai residence in an intimate 
ceremony. After two months of 
their marriage, the couple an-
nounced in June that they are 
all set to embrace parenthood. 
Alia posted a picture which 
featured two lions and a lion 
cub. A day after announcing 
her pregnancy, Alia thanked 
everyone for their wishes.

Meanwhile, on the work 
front, Ranbir is busy shooting 
for ‘Animal’. He also has Luv 
Ranjan’s rom-com in the kitty.

Festivals in India are enriched 
with many mouth-watering 
sweets and traditional meals. 
Chhath Puja is one of them. 
During the four-day-long fes-
tival, several sweets are offered 
as prasad.
Here are a few traditional 
dishes to indulge in during 
this festival, which started on 
28 October this year and will 
conclude on 31 October.

THEKUA
Thekua is the most popular 
prasad during Chhath Puja. 
It is made from ghee, wheat 
flour, dry fruits, and sugar. 
The ingredients are made into 
a dough, which is later shaped 
into small tikkis and deep-
fried. It is offered to Lord Sun. 

RICE KHEER
Rice kheer is traditionally 
known as Rasiyaw. Instead of 

sugar, people use jaggery (gud) 
while making it. It is prepared 
by putting rice, water, and 
some milk in a pan and cook-
ing it till it achieves the desired 
consistency.

KADDU BHAAT
One will surely have water in 
their mouth after seeing this 
tempting dish. This amazing 
sabzi is the most popular in 
Chhath. It is made with Kad-
du (pumpkin/Lauki(Bottle 
Gourd) with Himalayan salt 
or sendha namak and cooked 

in ghee. It can be eaten with 
fried poori or rice.

KASAR
Kasar is a must-have dessert to 
gorge on during Chhath Puja. 
It’s a special laddoo made with 
rice or wheat flour, jaggery and 
ghee with fennel seeds and 
some powdered rice.

Chhath Puja 2022 celebra-
tions have already begun. If 
you want to make the festival 
more special, then surely try 
eating the dishes mentioned 
above.

Odisha CM, at the golden jubilee of the peace pagoda.

FIVE CRAZY COMPANIES STARTED 
BY ELON MUSK
Elon Musk is a popular name in today’s technologi-
cal world. Regardless of what one might say about 
him, he has started and invested in some crazy yet 
profitable businesses. His move to buy out Twitter just 
proves his eye for successful businesses. Here are five 
interesting businesses started by Elon Musk.

SPACEX
Ever dreamt of going into space? Do you find life 
on Mars fascinating? Well, Elon Musk thinks 
the same. He founded SpaceX in 2022, which 

is a private company that designs, manufactures, and 
launches rockets into space. The ultimate mission of 
this company is to make the dream of living on other 
planets a reality. Elon also stated in his biography that 
a Mars colony with a population of about 80,000 people 
would be established by 2040. Who knows, but that cer-
tainly sounds like science fiction. 

TESLA
As pollution is increasing day by day and the 
world’s oil reserves are decreasing, the only 
solution is electric cars. Elon Musk revolu-

tionised electric car technology with his company, Tesla 
Inc. Elon Musk joined Tesla in 2004 as its chairman and 
then became its CEO and product architect in 2008. 
Now, the company is inspiring other automobile com-
panies to follow suit. 

OPENAI
Think about the time when AI will be smart 
enough to even control human beings or 
even lead to our extinction. Although this may 

sound like science fiction, as AI develops, some people 
are becoming increasingly concerned about it. In light 
of this, Elon Musk announced the launch of OpenAI in 
December 2015 with the intention of ensuring that AI is 
secure and helpful for people in the future. The funda-
mental goal of OpenAI is to prevent any harm to people 
from being caused by artificial intelligence. 

NEURALINK
Would you be interested in having artificial in-
telligence connected to your brain so you can 
develop into a human-robot hybrid with enig-

matic thinking abilities? This is what Neuralink aims to 
do in the long term. Currently, Neuralink is working on 
a device that can implant very thin electrode threads into 
the brain to read thoughts directly from there. 

THE BORING COMPANY
What do you do if traffic is backed up? Angry 
at the motorists in front of you? Do you blare 
the horn repeatedly in the hopes that the traf-

fic will somehow vanish? But Elon Musk did something 
completely different. He created a privately-funded tun-
nel construction company called the Boring Company 
to fix the problems created by the 2D transport system 
(like traffic jams). To avoid traffic on roads, Musk wants 
to create tunnels known as “tubes” under the ground, 
which would have electrically powered autonomous ve-
hicles to take people from one place to another. 

— APOORVA CHAUDHARY 

A picture is worth a thousand words and so is the case with the picture that is winning 
the Internet. In the image that is going viral on social media, the sun can be seen hav-
ing a smiling face. One can notice two eyes and a smile. The official Twitter account 
of NASA Sun, Space & Scream shared the image on Twitter and tweeted, “Seen in 
ultravoilet light, these dark patches on the sun are known as coronal holes and regions 
where fast solar wind gushes into space.”

‘SMILING SUN’ CAUGHT ON CAMERA

Jannis 
Kounellis’ 

untitled work signifies 
the inclination of men 

and women to keep their 
creativity bound under 

heavy metal beams, in bags 
of coal that will never 
burn, tied to beds that 

they will not get up 
from.
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IN-HOUSE SERIES

WE WOmEN WaNt: LaRa DUtta 
Bhupathi on Balancing work 
aND HOmE LIfE

TDG NeTwork
New Delhi 

Priya Sahgal in conversation with Lara Dutta Bhupathi.

This week on We Women 
Want, we have Lara Dutta 
Bhupathi-actress, entrepre-
neur, and ex-Miss Universe. 
She speaks to the show’s host 
Priya Sahgal, Senior Execu-
tive Editor of NewsX, about 
being a woman entrepreneur 
and how her skincare brand 
Arias (daughter Saira’s name 
spelt backwards) is tailored 
for Indian skin tones.

FINANCIAL 
INDEPENDENCE
The former Miss Universe 
also stressed the importance 
for women of being finan-

cially independent and how 
women are adept at multi-
tasking and managing both 
their home and work lives. 

TAKING A STAND
She also spoke about the Me 
Too controversy and how it 
is important for women to 
speak up in support of other 
women. She stressed the 
power of the sisterhood.

FIGHTING 
STEREOTYPES
Lara Dutta also spoke about 
beauty pageants and against 
the stereotyping that they 
objectify women, saying 
this is a platform that could 
be used to promote both 

women of style and content.

WORK LIFE
She also spoke about the rise 
of OTT platforms and how 
they offer more opportuni-
ties to explore diverse roles. 
She is currently playing a 
single mom who is a divorcee 
in the OTT series- Hiccups 
and Hookups. 

Catch fresh episodes of 
‘We Women Want’ every 
Saturday at 7:30 PM on 
NewsX. The program will 
also be streamed live on ma-
jor OTT platforms- Daily-
hunt, Zee5, MX Player, She-
marooMe, Watcho, Mzaalo, 
Jio TV, Tata Play and PayTm 
livestreams.

The glaring difference is that 
they remain unrecognised, 
which in turn has a spiral 
effect on their marketing 
and their inability to create 
thought leadership.

Gender injustice isn’t re-
stricted to only physical and 
emotional violence against 
women. This is deeper. It 
is a multilayered crisis that 
spans many levels.

According to the World 
Economic Forum’s gender 
parity index, India has slid 
to 135th place internation-
ally (among 146 nations). 
This means it is just 11 places 
higher than Taliban-ruled 
Afghanistan, where women 
are barred from attending 
school.

Among the various issues 
that women face, the one 
that remains most unrec-

ognised, less discussed, and 
often brushed aside, is the 
subject of salary disparity. 

Many women remain for-
ever denied of equal wages. 
They also do not have a for-
mal platform for redressing 
the gender pay gap problem. 

Injustice is of various 
kinds. It isn’t only restricted 
to the four walls of the bed-
room. It extends into the 
boardrooms in companies 
where women are forced to 
quit with pregnancy. Many 
offices do not have a crèche 
or even understand the chal-
lenges a new mother faces. 
This discrimination spreads 
its tentacles viciously into 
the tough world of profes-
sional sports played by 
women.

Men earn 82% of labour 
income in India, while 
women earn 18%, accord-
ing to the World Inequality 

Report 2022.
What is sad is that these 

sportswomen are bestowed 
with equal talent, are dedi-
cated and put in the same 
level, if not more, hard work 
as their male counterparts. 
The glaring difference is 
that they remain unrecog-
nised, which in turn has a 
spiral effect on their mar-
keting and their inability to 
create thought leadership. 
It is seen that brands are 
not willing to endorse 
female sportspersons 
and the dispar-
ity continues un-
checked.

The recent deci-
sion by the govern-
ment of India has 
introduced a sys-
tem where the Indi-
an women cricketers 

will now receive Rs 15 lakh 
per test, Rs 6 lakh per ODI 
and Rs 3 lakh per T20I. The 
same as their male counter-
parts is a moment of rejoic-
ing for women across the 
country. This has come late, 
but nonetheless, it is the first 
giant step towards address-
ing discrimination.

The captain of the Indian 
Women’s National Cricket 
Team, Harmanpreet Kaur, 
tweeted that “Truly a red 
letter day for women’s 
Cricket in India with pay 
parity announced for wom-
en and men. Thank you @
BCCI and @JayShah”

Equal wage is a hot topic 
but this isn’t enough to 
bring equality among wom-
en sports persons in India. 

One can’t help but also 
wonder why it took so long 
for the government to rec-
ognise that women cricket-

ers must be paid the same 
match fee as their male 
counterparts? 

As we spoke to Kashvee 
Gautam , a cricketer from 
the Chattisgarh Women’s 
Cricket Team, she said, “ 
Due to these advancements 
at the BCCI, my desire to 
join the Indian team is 
greater than ever. I also hope 
that an equal wage policy is 
implemented for domestic 
cricket players so that more 
women may participate in 
the sport. “

Diana Edulji, a former 
cricket player for the Indian 
Cricket 

Team, said that, “ Even for 
the World Cup, she and her 
teammates had to pay out 
of their own money to rep-
resent India. I am glad that 
the BCCI has considered 
paying equally, which will 
be a landmark movement 
in Indian cricket. “

It can’t be denied that the 
world of sports has always 
been openly partial to male 
sportspersons. Serena Wil-
liams, one of the highest-
paid and most successful 
athletes in the world, has is-
sued a stirring call for black 
women to demand equal 
pay and has also openly 
spoken about the racism 
she has faced “on and off the 
tennis court”.In spite of her 
successful career, she too 
wasn’t spared the bullying 
and injustice. 

Apart from cricket, In-
dia has many women in 

the world of professional 
sports. India’s Dutee Chand 
is a professional sprinter. 
She is the current national 
champion in the women’s 
100 metre event. She is also 
the first Indian to win a gold 
medal in the 100m race in a 
global competition. She is 
the third Indian woman to 
ever qualify for the women’s 
100 metre event at the Sum-
mer Olympic Games. But 
Dutee, too, wasn’t spared 
from defamation.

Dutee, nicknamed Nano, 
was involved in a huge 
controversy regarding her 
gender identity. She was 
also dropped from the 2014 

Commonwealth Games, 
stating that she was 

ineligible to com-
pete as a female 

at h l e t e .  T h e 
sprinter didn’t 
lose hope and 
showed her 
fighting spirit 
by taking the 
battle head-on.
The question 

that arises is how 

many rising stars can delve 
into their personal grit 
and resilience. Many are 
crushed by the pressure of 
performance versus a sys-
tem that invariably forces 
them to quit even before 
they have started to occupy 
their own space in the game.

The introduction of the 
equal pay system for wom-
en cricketers in India is just 
the tip of the iceberg that the 
government has recognised. 
There is so much more that 
one needs to address in cre-
ating an equal playing field 
for female sportspersons.

The issue that remains 
skewed is the market-
ing or branding of female 
sportspersons. This still re-
mains dismal.

We can continue talking 
about equal pay. But the 
problem can’t be sorted 
out by only looking at what 

women are getting paid. It 
stretches beyond that.

It is also the lack of a strong 
foundation that will help 
women reach the finishing 
point.

Eve n  t o d ay,  wo m e n 
sportspersons don’t have 
enough brands that are 
willing to set aside budgets 
to capitalise on their talent.

If we choose to only make 
equal pay the central part 
of the conversation, we are 
missing the other impor-
tant things that enable more 
women to win matches 
shoulder to shoulder with 
men.

It is a change in the system 
that is required.

The current invisibil-
ity hurts women’s advance-
ment in sports. Without 
brands supporting the mar-
keting of female sports stars, 
the opportunity to generate 
equal revenue and, in re-
turn, warrant equal pay be-
comes a goalpost that keeps 
getting further away for 
many athletes, across the 
multiple sports played in 
India and the world.

The game played with ear-
nestness is of no value if the 
marketing isn’t there.

Therefore, women will 
continually be told that 
marketing won’t happen as 
the brand doesn’t see this as 
a value proposition. If the 
sportsperson doesn’t gener-
ate enough interest, corpo-
rates in turn think it is of no 
benefit to support them.

To set an example, the In-
dian cricketer Virat Kohli’s 
fame helps him earn more 
than $20 million annually 
from endorsement part-
ners like Audi, Hero, MRF, 
Puma, Valvoline and more. 
Whereas Harmanpreet 
Kaur, captain of the Indian 
Women’s National Cricket 
Team and recipient of the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports’ Arjuna Award 
for Cricket in 2017, receives 
an annual retainer of Rs 50 
lakhs from the BCCI. In ad-
dition to this, she also takes 
home Rs 4 lakh, 2 lakh, and 
2.5 lakh for every Test, ODI, 
and T20I respectively. The 
difference in the earnings 
between the captains is very 
apparent and a crude reality.

Equal wages for cricketers 
is definitely a move towards 
gender equality in cricket, 
but what remains to be seen 
is the real level of gender 
equality in marketing bud-
gets that still needs to be ad-
dressed for women to over-
come the hurdles and reach 
their full potential.
Mohua Chinappa is an author 
and a podcaster of a show called 
The Mohua Show.

gender justice 

Equal Wages Alone Is Not Enough 
For Women Cricketers To Succeed

Mohua ChiNaPPa 

The 
introduction of the 

equal pay system for 
women cricketers in India is 
just the tip of the iceberg that 

the government has recognised. 
There is so much more that one 

needs to address in creating 
an equal playing field for 
female sportspersons.

equal work ≠ EqUaL pay 
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Lara  also spoke about the Me Too controversy and how it is 
important for women to speak up in support of other women.
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a welcoMe step 
towards gender 
equalitY in cricket 

WOmEN IN tHE NEWS

In a historic move by the 
Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI), 

India’s cricket governing 
body has announced an 
equal match fee for both 
men’s and women’s cricket-
ers in India.

BCCI secretary Jay Shah 
took to his official Twit-
ter handle to announce the 

historical development.
“I’m pleased to announce 

BCCI’s first step towards 
tackling discrimination. 
We are implementing a pay 
equity policy for our con-
tracted women cricketers. 
The match fee for both men 
and women cricketers will 
be the same as we move 
into a new era of gender 

equality in Indian Cricket,” 
Shah tweeted.

BCCI secretary Shah also 
highlighted the new fees 
for the contracted players 
and stressed that the In-
dian Women’s cricket team 
will earn the same match 
fees as their male counter-
parts.

“ T h e  @ B C C I Wo m e n 

cricketers will be paid the 
same match fee as their 
male counterparts. Test 
(INR 15 lakhs), ODI (INR 6 
lakhs), T20I (INR 3 lakhs). 
Pay equity was my commit-
ment to our women crick-
eters and I thank the Apex 
Council for their support. 
Jai Hind,” he added in an-
other tweet.

60.3%
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I come into this world alone 
and I will leave alone. On my 
journey through life, many 
others stand with me, our 
stories overlapping. Like trees 
growing in the forest, my life 
is shaped by other parts of the 
ecosystem. If I am to grow tall 
and strong, I must recognise 
the value of the diversity 
around me. In a diverse forest 
the growth of one element 
supports the growth of all. The 
journey of life flourishes most 
beautifully when I have good 
company. Today let me stand 
and maintain my integrity 
while also enjoying the 
companionship of others.

A thought 
for todAy

Forgiveness is one of the great-
est acts of human character. 
Sometimes, forgiveness can 
change the most negative of 
situations into something posi-
tive. Forgiveness can change a 
stalemate of ego and anger into 
one of openness and reconcili-
ation; it moves things that are 
stuck forward. Forgiveness 
can release long-held pain. 
Sometimes, memories of the 
past just sit stuck in the mind 
– forgiveness is like a release 
valve that allows the flow of 
love again. Forgiveness is the 
greatest act of courage and hu-
mility on our spiritual journey.

In our world made up of 8 

billion souls, we can under-
stand that each one carries 
the weight of their history, in-
dividually or collectively. The 
weight of our past, our family, 
culture, community, or reli-
gious group is carried inside. 
Anger, hurt, and resentment 
sit like huge shadows over this 
world, preventing us all from 
moving forward.

How can we let go of the past 
and create a new life? Forgive-
ness and reconciliation are 
the keys. We have all been 
wronged, or borne the brunt 
of injustice, or were falsely ac-
cused and had our trust bro-
ken, but in a life of spirituality 
we can step back and observe 
what is really going on. When 
we are able to forgive, we feel 
instinctively that it is the right 
thing to do. There is a feeling 
of self-respect when we are 
able to forgive, and yet, on the 
other hand, when we are not 
able to—there is such a depth 
of anger and hurt that it burns 
us inside. How uncomfortable 
this is. It is as though we are 
punishing ourselves—even 
though it is projected towards 

the other. We can justify it all 
– but ultimately, the one who 
is suffering is the self. When 
we realise this, we start to ex-
plore strategies to reduce the 
feeling of hurt. Forgiveness 
is the great release valve that 
enables me to move on. We 
need to make the decision that 
I am going to stop punishing 

my own self, for real or even 
imagined wrongs. Things do 
happen, but sometimes the 
wrong I am punishing myself 
for is simply a creation of my 
own thinking. I must stop and 
think – do I want a life of bit-
terness and resentment or of 
peace and wellbeing? It is a de-
cision about the quality of life 

– that I want to live in peace. 
With forgiveness, I have the 
methodology to settle, resolve, 
and heal my story of the past.

Is it easy to forgive? Of course 
not. For some, the hurt and 
pain is so deep that to forgive 
seems like a condonement of 
unspeakable acts. But in the 
act of forgiveness, not only 
do we free ourselves but also 
release the other, who will be 
carrying an enormous, unac-
knowledged weight of guilt. It 
is like severing a thick chain 
of suffering, and the result is a 
lightness and wonderful free-
dom. Forgiveness is like can-
celling all the conditions in my 
mind that block the free flow of 
love and happiness. Each time 
I cannot forgive, I suppress 
my love. Nothing is healthier, 
mentally, emotionally, and 
spiritually, than when I ex-
press this true feeling of love.

We often hear the phrase, 
‘forgive and forget’ – but even 
if it is possible to find the cour-
age and humility to forgive, it 
is not always possible to for-
get. We can forgive, but the 
memory will still be there. 

Over time though, it becomes 
less and less vivid. Spiritually, 
the accounts are being settled. 
This is an essential part of the 
spiritual journey - forgive, let 
go, and move on. The strength 
to do this depends entirely on 
how close I feel to God, the Su-
preme Soul. A living, loving re-
lationship with the Supreme, 
who is a real and loving being, 
is the essential element in my 
ability to forgive. In medita-
tion, I develop this relation-
ship, and I become a lot softer 
and gentler. Because I feel 
loved and close to God, my 
whole attitude begins to shift 
and I can see in a different way. 
It is, in a sense, one way of de-
scribing a spiritual journey. A 
spiritual journey means I have 
such a deep relationship with 
God that I am finishing, clear-
ing, and healing the past. One 
of the most powerful influ-
ences on my life and spiritual 
journey is to be forgiving and 
being forgiven.

Charlie Hogg, based in Sydney, is 
the National Coordinator, Brahma 
Kumaris, Australia.

The power of forgiveness
greATesT ACT 

ChArlie hogg

A lot of people like to 
believe that they are 
honest, as they do 

not tell lies or cheat anyone. 
But are we completely hon-
est, in everything?

One who is fully honest 
will be so with themselves, 
with others, and in whatever 
they do. They will do every-
thing at the right time, in the 
right manner. As a result, 
their lives go on smoothly 
and easily, with no compli-
cations. They do not have 
to think, “Is this right or 
wrong?” because it is clear 
to them. Others, whose intel-
lect is clouded by doubt that 
is rooted in fear, attachment, 
or some other weakness, of-
ten have to think many times 
before doing something, and 
this consumes a considerable 
amount of their time and en-

ergy. Some think too much 
and get tired. Why do they 
get tired? Because instead 
of simply doing what they 
know is right, they com-
plicate matters by bring-
ing in their own ideas that 
may be motivated by some 
fear or desire. They leave 
the straight and clear path, 
the easy path, for a crooked 
path. How far can we go on 
a crooked path, and at what 
speed?

Another sign of honesty is 
not wasting any resources – 
not just material resources, 
but also our time and talents. 
The smallest unit of time is 
said to be a second, but an 
even smaller, and subtler, 
measure of time is a thought. 
In a second, we may have 
several thoughts, and if we 
get carried away in a train of 
waste thoughts, we lose track 
of the time that goes by. Sav-
ing time begins with control-
ling our thoughts.

Then, if we have some 
knowledge, talent, or vir-
tue, but do not put it to use, 
that too is a waste. Knowl-
edge can be wasted in two 
ways – we do not learn what 
someone is teaching us, due 
to carelessness, or we fail to 
productively use what we 
know.

We can check if we are us-
ing our other resources in 
a worthwhile way. If I have 
enough money, am I putting 

it to good use, or is it just ly-
ing around or being spent 
negligently? If I have power 
or influence in my commu-

nity, how am I using it—just 
to feel important or to help 
others?

The sign of an honest soul 

is that they use their re-
sources and thereby enrich 
themselves and help others. 
The way to increase some-

thing is to put it to good use. 
That brings satisfaction, the 
good wishes of others, and 
the desire to learn more and 

do more. In this way, we cre-
ate a cycle of goodness. If we 
do not use what we have, we 
will either lose it or fail to 
realise the full value of what 
we have.

An honest soul is one who 
does not waste anything. Our 
body, mind, and material re-
sources are all meant to be 
used for our own benefit and 
that of others. Everything is 
given to us in trust by desti-
ny. Honesty means never to 
misuse anything given to us 
in trust. To waste something 
is to misuse it. Sometimes, 
when we make a mistake, we 
think, “I did not do it on pur-
pose, it just happened.” Just 
to let it happen is careless-
ness, which leads to waste.

Everyone loves and trusts 
an honest person. We can 
check to what extent we have 
become worthy of such love 
and trust. Some people say, 
“I am good, but they don’t 
trust me.” All that is needed 
is honesty in the heart and 
honesty in the head. Then, 
in good time, trust will de-
velop. Where there is truth, 
we become worthy of trust.

B.K. Sheilu is a Rajyoga teacher 
at the Brahma Kumaris head-
quarters in Mount Abu, Raj-
asthan.

The many facets of honesty
righT or wrong? 

B.K. Sheilu

“Keep your face towards the 
sun and you won’t be bothered 

by shadows.” 
- Dadi Janki

When faced with problems, 
it can seem difficult to main-
tain inner cheer; the mind 
gets caught up with nega-
tivity, fear, or worry. The 
problem seems bigger than 
it is and our ability to find 

solutions and work construc-
tively weakens. Where there 
is fear, there cannot be peace.

When we have dislike or 
hatred of another, criticising 
and looking at weaknesses, 
we will feel fear. They seem 
like an enemy. When we con-
centrate on virtues and skills 
and talents, then despite any 
difficulties in the relation-
ship, they seem like a friend, 
and there is no fear.

We sometimes experience 
fear due to dependency. We 
are taught to make our hap-
piness dependent on some 
future event, condition, per-
son, object, and so on, and 
then we become afraid of 
losing it. All desire has fear 
built in-fear of not getting it 
or losing it, even before the 
desire is fulfilled. To be free 
of fear in life, free of stress, 
the secret is to want nothing, 
and then all we need arrives 
in our life, at the right time, 

in the right way.
Since the duration of our 

physical life has no guaran-
tee, we can remain fearless 
by remembering: This body 
is perishable, made of matter, 
and is constantly changing, 
but I, the soul, am imper-
ishable. I will never die. For 
this, we need to go deeply 
into life’s most sacred ques-
tions, ‘who am I?’ and ‘who 
do I belong to’? I am a soul. 
Do everything in total aware-
ness of being a soul. Become 
aware that this deepest in-
ner eternal life force is the 
real self, filled with divine 
qualities but separate from 
the body. This quality of 
stillness, always perfect and 
pure, fills the soul with an en-
riching experience of silence, 
and there is no space for fear. 
In this way, a problem can be 
seen to be a game that we can 
learn from and see how re-
silient we are. We know that 

every situation will pass and 
has something to teach me.

“Who do I belong to?” Fear 
is truly removed when we 
connect our mind to God. 
Our closest relationship is 
with God. When we connect 
to the mind of God, thinking 
elevated thoughts, they bring 
a feeling of goodness and we 
create positive energy. This 
Godly wave of spirituality 
is silently creating change 
and crafting the vision of 
changing this world of suf-
fering, or a kind of hell, into 
a world of love, peace, and 
understanding. When we all 
connect with a soul-to-soul 
awareness, we are able to see 
our own virtues and those of 
others and build beautiful re-
lationships, a kind of heaven.

Chirya Yvonne Risely is a Ra-
jyoga meditation teacher, based 
at the Brahma Kumaris Peace 
Village Retreat Center, USA.

Freedom from fear
resiLienCe 

ChiryA yvonne riSely

Honesty is to use the resources given to us in trust by destiny, for the benefit of the self and others.

Fear is truly removed when we connect our mind to God. 

Forgiveness enables me to settle, resolve and heal my story of the 
past.
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YET TO SCORE

We gave some easy 
boundaries: Paul van 
Meekeren after loss to India

Netherlands player Paul van 
Meekeren rued the chance 
to restrict India to a smaller 
total as they gave away easy 
boundaries after the team’s 
loss in the T20 World Cup 
on Thursday at the Sydney 
Cricket Stadium.

The pacer said that the 
game did not end to their 
liking but they enjoyed the 
game. “Tonight was not 
our night but we enjoyed 
it. Honestly, we could have 
restricted India to a little bit 
less but we gave some easy 
boundaries.” “It’s massive 
with the amount of media we 
got home. We planned but it 
did not turn out the way we 
would have liked. We know 
how good SKY (Suryakumar 
Yadav) is. He was the biggest 
threat. Rohit also played 
some amazing shots,” said 
the Netherlands bowler.

Commenting on their 
bowling, the pacer said that 
the bowling in the powerplay 
overs has improved and it is 
all a matter of execution.

“We have been bowling re-
ally well in the power play. It 
is about executing the plans 
but if you cannot get wick-

ets then you are going to go 
for runs.” A superb perfor-
mance by Indian bowlers 
coupled with half-centuries 
by a trio of Rohit Sharma, 
Virat Kohli and Suryakumar 
Yadav helped the all-round 
Men in Blue clinch a 56-run 
win over the Netherlands 
in their Group 2, Super 12 
match.

With this win, India are 
at the top spot in the points 
table with four points in two 
wins in two matches. The 

Netherlands are at the bot-
tom and are yet to score a 
point.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar (2/9), 
Axar Patel (2/18), Arshdeep 
Singh (2/27) and Ravichan-
dran Ashwin (2/21) did not 
let Netherlands batsmen 
settle. Shami got one wicket.

Half-centuries from star 
batters Virat Kohli, Rohit 
Sharma, and Suryakumar 
Yadav guided India to a 
competitive 179/2 in 20 overs 
against the Netherlands.
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Netherlands pacer Paul van Meekeren 

COMFORTABLE WIN

Cristiano Ronaldo scores as Manchester 
United defeat Sheriff Tiraspol

Manchester United recorded 
a comfortable 3-0 win over 
Sheriff Tiraspol at Old Traf-
ford in the Europa League.

In a match dominated by 
Manchester, headed goals 
from Diogo Dalot and Mar-
cus Rashford in each half 
were added to by a late 
Cristiano Ronaldo strike to 
settle the victory. The re-
sult, Manchester United’s 
fourth win of the group 
stage, means there will be a 
showdown at Real Sociedad 
next week to decide who 
takes the top spot and avoids 
having to play off against a 
third-placed side from the 
Champions League. United 
must win by two goals to 
topple the Real Sociedad on 
the head-to-head, after their 
1-0 victory at Old Trafford. 
The visitors sat into a strong 
defensive shape with all 11 

players behind the ball, in-
viting the Reds to come at 
them. With a firm grip on 
the play, Erik ten Hag’s side 
enjoyed a steady stream 
of chances. Antony on the 
turn with a right-footed ef-
fort from the edge of the 
box. But his strike, created 
following a neat Alejandro 
Garnacho run and Ron-
aldo lay-off, was saved. But 
the Sheriff ’s defence were 
unable to prevent Dalot’s 

header just before the break 
as he locked onto Christian 
Eriksen’s in-swinging cor-
ner on the edge of the six-
yard box to give the Reds a 
deserved lead.

Shortly after the hour 
mark, Ronaldo struck the 
ball past keeper Maxym 
Koval and into the net, but, 
frustratingly, the flag went 
up for offside. Ten minutes 
from time, Ronaldo did get 
his goal. 
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CLASH AGAINST NZ

OUR GOAL IS TO PLAY OUR BEST 
HOCKEY: GRAHAM REID
Indian men’s hockey team 
head coach Graham Reid 
emphasized on building the 
momentum in the FIH Hock-
ey League ahead of the Men’s 
World Cup in Bhubaneswar-
Rourkela slated for January 
2023.

Indian men’s hockey team 
are all-set to take on New 
Zealand in the opening game 
at the FIH Men’s Hockey Pro 
League 2022-2023 which gets 
underway on Friday at the 
iconic Kalinga Hockey Sta-
dium, which is also the ven-
ue for the most-awaited FIH 
Odisha Hockey Men’s World 
Cup Bhubaneswar-Rourkela 
2023. Talking about their 
preparedness to take on New 
Zealand in game no.1, Indian 
Men’s Hockey Chief Coach 
Graham Reid was quoted 
as saying by Hockey India, 
“It’s been busy last couple of 
weeks preparing for the four 
games we will play in the Pro 

League and the five-matches 
against Australia in Adelaide 
in a Test Series next month.”

“All these matches are 
part of our preparations for 
the World Cup. Our goal, 
of course, is to play our best 
hockey but we want to be 
better in our attack, we want 
to try a few new things in the 
way we execute our attack. 
We are looking forward to 
these games,” he added.

In their second match, India 
will take on Spain on October 
30. In the following week, In-
dia will play their second tie 

against New Zealand on No-
vember 4 and play Spain on 
November 6.

“Last season went very well 
for us and the aim is to pick 
up from where we left in the 
previous season,” expressed 
Captain Harmanpreet Singh 
who also happens to be the 
top scorer of the previous 
season of FIH Pro League.

“Right from the first match, 
we want to build the right 
momentum into the new sea-
son. These are extremely im-
portant matches for us ahead 
of the big event in January,” 

Harmanpreet added.
Speaking about facing India 

at home, New Zealand Head 
Coach Greg Nicol said, “With 
the World Cup happening 
here in the next few months, 
playing these away games in 
Pro League matches in Odi-
sha is a massive plus so our 
players can understand the 
atmosphere and the condi-
tions here.”

“India is performing con-
sistently in all major tour-
naments, they did well in 
the Olympic Games and the 
Commonwealth Games. We 
need to be on top of our game 
if have to do well against a 
team like India. Missing out 
on the Pro League last year 
was a big setback, having In-
ternational exposure is very 
important for us. But we 
don’t want to look too much 
into the past and focus on 
this season, we just need to 
work on going up the chain 
from being one of the bottom-
ranked teams in the League,” 
Nicol added.
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Indian men’s hockey team 

Team West Indies

WORLD CUP EXIT

AS A TEAM WE WERE QUITE POOR 
TACTICALLY: DAREN SAMMY
Two-time ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup winning cap-
tain Daren Sammy believes 
the West Indies got much 
wrong during their time 
in Australia and they were 
tactically botched during 
much of their three First 
Round games.

And just like many other 
former greats, Sammy was 
shocked to see two-time 
World Cup champions West 
Indies crash out of the tour-
nament during the First 
Round in Australia. West 
Indies the two times T20 
World Cup champion gen-
erally known as a T20 pow-
erhouse, were knocked out 
from the qualifying stages 
of the event after defeats 
against Ireland and Scot-
land. “I thought as a team 
we were quite poor tactical-
ly and the problem wasn’t 
the caliber of players as we 
had enough talent to play 

much better. The cricket we 
play now doesn’t match the 
talent we have in the team. 
The team lacked inspira-
tion, they lacked motivation 
and tactically we were not 
on song. When you look at 
a wicket and you have Jason 
Holder who is six-foot-eight 
(inches) and you have Al-
zarri Joseph who is bowling 
well and you keep opening 
the bowling with Kyle May-

ers,” ICC.com quoted Sam-
my as saying.

“No disrespect to him 
(Mayers) as conditions in St 
Lucia in the Caribbean are 
quite different to Australia 
where the ball bounces. You 
have got to win the Pow-
erplays both with the bat 
and the ball, and we found 
ourselves losing the Pow-
erplays and having to bring 
the bowlers back on to try 

and bring us back into the 
game, and it was the same 
with the bat,” he added.

Australia great Ricky 
Ponting labeled the efforts 
by the Caribbean side a 
disgrace while the Cricket 
West Indies President 
Ricky Skerritt promised a 
full review of what went 
wrong down under in the 
tournament.

“The sad thing is that not 
many people are putting 
their hands up to come and 
coach the West Indies. Even 
though we were not per-
forming at Tests and ODI, 
we dominated T20I cricket 
(during his playing career) 
and that was something 
that would bring smiles to 
the fans and now we have 
lost it. Whoever comes in 
(as coach) needs to be tacti-
cally sound, have good man 
management skills and the 
people around him need 
to be technically correct,” 
Sammy said. 
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Another Group 1, Su-
per 12 match of the 
ongoing ICC T20 

World Cup 2022 between 
England and Australia at 
Melbourne Cricket Ground 
(MCG) has been abandoned 
without a single ball being 
bowled on Friday.

Both the Group 1 encoun-
ters on Friday at the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground 
have been washed out. 
Earlier, the rain had forced 
the toss to be delayed. Aus-
tralia and England will split 
points as the match was 
abandoned. Earlier, Group 
1, Super 12 match of the on-
going ICC T20 World Cup 
2022 between Afghanistan 
and Ireland at Melbourne 
Cricket Ground (MCG) 
was officially abandoned 
without a single ball be-
ing bowled on Friday. The 
play was eventually called 
off just after 4:30pm (local 

time), with both Afghani-
stan and Ireland receiving 
one point apiece to stay in 
contention for a semi-final 
berth.

Hosts and defending 
champions Australia were 

hammered in their opening 
group game, but are back on 
a high after Marcus Stoinis 
led his side to a win over Sri 
Lanka with a brutal display 
of hitting last time out. On 
the other hand, England 

followed up their win-
ning start with a lacklustre 
showing against Ireland, a 
performance that resulted 
in defeat on DLS Method to 
leave Jos Buttler and his side 
needing a big run of wins to 

avoid leaving the World Cup 
at the Super 12 stage.

A better net run rate sees 
England take the fourth 
spot in the table, while a 
poor net run rate sees Aus-
tralia hold the bottom spot. 

 T20 WORLD CUP
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England skipper Jos Buttler and Australian skipper Aaron Finch interact with the umpires as rain delays the toss ahead of their ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup 2022 Super 12 Group 1 match between England and Australia, at Melbourne Cricket Ground, in Melbourne on Friday. 

ENGLAND AND AUSTRALIA 
SPLIT POINTS AFTER 
ANOTHER MCG WASHOUT

SHOCKING DEFEAT

AVERAGE MINDSET, AVERAGE RESULTS: SHOAIB AKHTAR 
AFTER PAKISTAN’S LOSS AGAINST ZIMBABWE
Pakistan’s shocking one-run 
defeat against Zimbabwe at 
the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup sent murmurs around 
the world as former Pakistan 
pacer Shoaib Akhtar lashed 
out at Babar Azam and Co, 
saying he had feared such a 
thing would happen.

Notably, the former Paki-
stan pacer had earlier pre-
dicted that Pakistan may be 
knocked out in the first round 
itself. Pakistan’s over-reliance 
on their opening batting pair 
came back to haunt them 
as Zimbabwe pipped them 
in a low-scoring thriller by 
one run to clinch their first 
Super-12 win of the ongoing 
T20 World Cup on Thurs-
day at the Perth Stadium. 
Pakistan made a mess of a 
paltry chase as they suffered 

a batting collapse and left 
their bowlers to chase and 
win the match for them. All-
rounder Sikandar Raza took 
three wickets in a short span 
to dismantle the chase.

“That’s embarrassing, to be 
most polite!” he had tweeted 
first. He then followed it with 
his match analysis and said 
that nothing can be done on 
its own, one needs to put in 

effort, he tweeted in Hindi.
“Agar Zimbabwe hai toh 

khud he ho jaaye ga sab 
kuch? Nahi, khud nahi hota, 
kerna parta hai,” he added in 
another tweet.

The former Pakistan pacer 
tweeted a video with the cap-
tion, “Average mindset, Aver-
age results. That’s the reality, 
face it.”

The former pacer also called 

out the choice of players for 
the tournament and stressed 
on the difficulty that the team 
may face in qualifying for the 
semi-finals.

In a video, he said, “Very 
very embarrassing. Keep 
on selecting average players 
and team management. This 
is the outcome. I am super 
disappointed. I mean losing 
against Zimbabwe? Now you 
are not even going to qualify 
with ease.”

Coming to the match, chas-
ing the target, Pakistan were 
off to a slow start after open-
ers Babar Azam and Moham-
mad Rizwan were watchful 
of the new ball and scored 
just three runs from the first 
two overs. Richard Ngarava 
and Blessing Muzarabani 
bowled the first and the sec-
ond, respectively, and stuck 
to tight lines with both bowl-

ers extracting bounce from 
the surface.

Babar and Rizwan struck a 
boundary each in Ngarava’s 
second over to get the inning 
going but the Pakistani cap-
tain was dismissed by Brad 
Evans in the fourth over, 
sending him back for a paltry 
score of 4 (9).

Rizwan too followed suit as 
he was sent back by Muzara-
bani for 14(16), exposing the 
middle order of the Pakistani 
team.

Pakistan ended the power-
play at 28/2 with the top scor-
ers from the previous match, 
Iftikhar Ahmed and Shan 
Masood at the crease.

However, the partnership 
did not last long as Luke Jon-
gwe removed Iftikhar in the 
eighth over to deepen prob-
lems for the Pakistan team 
further.

Pakistan lost by one-run against Zimbabwe at the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup on Thursday at the Perth Stadium.

RAVINDER MALIK
ISLAMABAD 

Cristiano Ronaldo



HISTORIC STEP

Anjali Sharma lauds BCCI 
for bringing pay parity for 
men, women cricketers
Former Indian cricketer An-
jali Sharma lauded the step 
taken by BCCI to bridge the 
pay gap between men and 
women cricketers after it 
announced equal match 
fees for both genders on 
Thursday.

Terming the step a his-
toric one, the former India 
player called it encouraging 
not only for Indian women 
cricketers but female play-
ers across the globe from 
all sports and said, “It is 
a historic and encourag-
ing step not just for cricket 
but for all women players. 
Really happy for women 
cricketers in India.” Citing 
the possible reason for this 
step, Anjali Sharma said, 
“Women’s cricketers have 
been performing well and 
that is why, you see such 
encouragement. I want to 
congratulate the new BCCI 
president and Jay Shah for 
taking this step.”

The former player couldn’t 
contain her excitement and 
said that it felt as if this step 
by BCCI is an achievement 
for herself.

“I am very excited after 

hearing this news. I felt as 
if this is my achievement. 
Exposure is also provided 
by BCCI as there are a lot 
of opportunities due to the 
multiple formats that crick-
et is played in now,” said 
Anjali stressing the expo-
sure available for aspiring 
female cricketers.

Talking about the impor-
tance of women’s IPL, she 
said, “IPL is also an excel-
lent opportunity for players 
who are not able to make it 
to the national team. It will 
encourage females in cricket 
to play with more enthusi-
asm with parents also rally-
ing behind them.”

In a historic move by the 
Board of Control for Crick-
et in India (BCCI), India’s 
cricket governing body on 
Thursday announced an 

equal match fee for both 
men’s and women’s cricket-
ers of India.

BCCI secretary Jay Shah 
took to his official Twitter 
handle to announce the his-
torical development.

“I’m pleased to announce 
BCCI’s first step towards 
tackling discrimination. 
We are implementing a pay 
equity policy for our con-
tracted women cricketers. 
The match fee for both Men 
and Women Cricketers will 
be the same as we move into 
a new era of gender equal-
ity in Indian Cricket,” Shah 
tweeted.

BCCI secretary Shah also 
highlighted the new fees for 
the contracted players and 
stressed that the Indian 
Women’s cricket team will 
earn the same match fees as 
their male counterparts.

“ T h e  @ B C C I Wo m e n 
cricketers will be paid the 
same match fee as their male 
counterparts. Test (INR 15 
lakhs), ODI (INR 6 lakhs), 
T20I (INR 3 lakhs). Pay eq-
uity was my commitment to 
our women cricketers and I 
thank the Apex Council for 
their support. Jai Hind,” he 
added in another tweet. 
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HARD-FOUGHT MATCH

Medvedev defeats Thiem in 
Vienna Open

World No. 5 Daniil Medvedev 
had to battle hard against 
Dominic Thiem on Thursday 
at the Erste Bank Open, but 
the top seed’s persistence paid 
off as he scripted a 6-3, 6-3 
second-round win in Vienna.

Both players came out firing 
in a hard-fought opening set. 
Thiem delighted the home 
crowd with some pure hit-
ting off both wings from the 
baseline, while Medvedev 
countered with some trade-
mark rebellious defence. 
After claiming the first break 
of the match for 4-3, the top 
seed’s variety of consistent, 
strong hitting came to the 
fore as he clinched a 98-min-
ute victory. “It was a tough 
match. Around one hour, 40 

minutes, you know when it’s 
one hour, 40 minutes, even if 
you win 6-3, 6-3, that it was 
a tough match. It could have 
gone either way. At one mo-
ment in the match, I started 
to put a lot of pressure on 
his serve. I was serving good 
myself, so didn’t (give) him 
too many opportunities on 
my serve, and that was the 

key today I think,” ATP.com 
quoted Medvedev as saying 
after his win.

Medvedev will next play 
sixth seed Jannik Sinner, who 
defeated Francisco Cerundolo 
7-5, 6-3. Hubert Hurkacz also 
cruised into the quarter-finals 
by holding his nerve to claim 
a deciding-set win against 
Emil Ruusuvuori. 
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THRILLING WIN 

CAN’T TELL HOW PROUD I AM OF THIS 
BUNCH: RAZA ON WIN OVER PAKISTAN

Zimbabwe all-rounder Si-
kandar Raza was gasping for 
words after his team’s thrill-
ing win over Pakistan in the 
ongoing T20 World Cup and 
expressed his sense of pride 
over the team’s achievement.
Speaking after the match in 
a post-match conference, 
the ‘Player of the Match’ 
was emotional. “I am lost 
for words, my mouth’s dry 
probably because of the emo-
tions I am going through at 
the moment. I can’t tell you 
how proud I’m of this bunch 
of boys,” Raza said.

The right-handed bats-
man did not have a great day 
with the bat, but came back 
to bowl in the second inning 
and took three crucial wick-
ets to seal the game for his 
team. He was appreciative of 
his bowlers and said that the 
team kept believing in itself 
to win the match.

“The way our seamers 
started at the top, was just 
unbelievable and the way we 
backed it up in the field and 

the way we kept believing, 
really lost for words,” said 
the all-rounder.

“When we were coming to 
Australia, I said to my cap-
tain (Ervine), if you become 
Man of the Match, pick any 
watch from the catalogue 
and I’ll buy you that. But 
if I win Man of the Match 
(award), you’re going to buy 
me one. I was reminding him 
that he owes me three watch-
es now,” said a happy Raza, 
reminding his captain of the 
watches that he owed him 
according to a bet they had.

Raza thanked Australian 
veteran Ricky Ponting after 
the match as he had seen a 
video of the Aussie captain, 
which motivated him to 
come up with a match-win-
ning performance.

“I was excited today, and I 
watched this clip by Ricky 
Ponting earlier in the morn-
ing, and that motivated me 
to come up with this per-
formance. I would like to 
thank Ricky Ponting for 
that,” thanked the Zimba-
bwe player.
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Chirag Shetty and Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 

Daniil Medvedev and Dominic Thiem 

FRENCH OPEN 

INDIAN PAIR DEFEATS TOP-SEEDS, 
ADVANCES TO SEMI-FINAL
Chirag Shetty and Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy defeated 
former world champions 
Takuro Hoki and Yugo 
Kobayashi of Japan in the 
men’s doubles quarterfinals 
on Friday, safeguarding In-
dia’s chances at the French 
Open 2022 BWF Super 750 
badminton competition.

Tenth-seeded Chirag 
Shetty and Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy put on a bril-
liant performance to defeat 
top-seeded Japanese play-
ers Takuro Hoki and Yugo 
Kobayashi - the 2021 men’s 
doubles world champions - 
23-21, 21-18 in 49 minutes. In 
the semifinal matchup, Choi 
Sol Gyu and Kim Won Ho of 
South Korea will face the In-
dian badminton pair.

Chirag Shetty and Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy, who ear-
lier this month eliminated 
the Japanese pair from the 
world championships en 
route to winning the bronze 

medal, started out strong 
and quickly built a 20-16 
lead. Still, Takuro Hoki and 
Yugo Kobayashi saved four 
game points to tie the score 
at 20 all.

However, the champion 
Indian team of the 2022 
Commonwealth Games 
maintained composure to 
grab the crucial lead.

The second game was 
equally exciting. Takuro 
Hoki and Yugo Kobayashi, 
who are currently ranked 
as the top men’s doubles 
team in the world of bad-
minton, were leading 18-16, 
but the Indian team won 
five straight points to win 
the match.

Chirag Shetty and Satwik-

sairaj Rankireddy have got 
the better of the Japanese 
pair on three occasions from 
the four matches they have 
played with them.

Earlier, Kidambi Srikanth 
lost the men’s singles match 
in the second round of the 
French Open 2022 BWF 
Super 750 competition after 
blowing a lead against Ras-
mus Gemke of Denmark.

Former world No. 1 Kid-
ambi Srikanth, who is cur-
rently ranked 11th in bad-
minton, lost the match 21-19, 
12-21, and 19-21 in one hour 
and fifteen minutes,

Sameer Verma could not 
duplicate his first-round 
heroics over Tokyo 2020 
bronze medalist Anthony 
Sinisuka Ginting and fell to 
Thailand’s Kunlavut Vitid-
sarn 21-18, 21-11.

HS Prannoy, presently 
ranked first for the BWF 
World Tour Finals in 2022, 
was eliminated after falling 
to Lu Guang of China 19-21, 
22-20, and 19-21. 
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The Group 1, Super 12 
match of the ongoing 
ICC T20 World Cup 

2022 between Afghanistan 
and Ireland at Melbourne 
Cricket Ground (MCG) offi-
cially has been abandoned 
without a single ball being 
bowled.

The play was eventually 
called off just after 4:30pm 
(local time), with both Af-
ghanistan and Ireland re-
ceiving one point apiece 
to stay in contention for a 
semi-final berth. Persis-
tent showers fell across the 
MCG for much of the day as 
ground staff kept the cov-
ers on and the pitch under 
wraps ahead of Friday’s 
doubleheader.

Notably, earlier on October 
26, the match between New 
Zealand and Afghanistan at 
Melbourne Cricket Ground 
(MCG) was also abandoned 
without a single ball being 

bowled.
Ireland were riding on 

confidence as they regis-
tered a victory over tourna-
ment favourites England 
by five runs as per Duck-
worth-Lewis-Stern (DLS) 
method in the Group 1, Su-
per 12 match of the ICC T20 
World Cup at Melbourne 

Cricket Ground (MCG) on 
Wednesday.

Ireland won a five-match 
T20I series over Friday’s 
opponents in the summer, 
fittingly winning the fifth 
and deciding match on DLS 
Method in Belfast.

But the three wins in that 
series were Ireland’s first 

against Afghanistan since 
2013, following a dismal 
run that had seen them lose 
12 times on the spin before a 
dramatic tie in March 2020.

It  i s hoped 
the showers 
will clear in 
time for the 
big clash be-

tween arch-rivals Australia 
and England to proceed at 
the same ground from 7pm 
(local time).

In 13 games so far in Super 
12, three games were aban-
doned, one game was short-
ened and several matches 
were delayed due to rain in 
T20 World Cup 2022. 

PERSISTENT SHOWERS
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 Ground staff covers the pitch amid rain during ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022 Super 12 Group 1 match between Afghanistan and Ireland, 
at Melbourne Cricket Ground, in Melbourne on Friday. Match abandoned without a ball being bowled due to rain.

AFGHANISTAN-IRELAND MATCH 
ABANDONED DUE TO RAIN, 
BOTH TEAMS SHARE POINT

INTERVIEW

ASIAN GAMES IS MY FIRST TARGET: HIMA DAS
She is popularly known as 
‘Dhing Express’, an Indian 
sprinter from the state of 
Assam who holds the cur-
rent Indian national record 
in 400 meters with a timing 
of 50.79s that she clocked at 
the 2018 Asian Games in 
Jakarta, Indonesia. Adding 
on, she was appointed as 
a Deputy Superintendent 
of Police (DSP) in Assam 
Police under the state’s In-
tegrated Sport Policy. Hima 
Das is the first Indian ath-
lete to win a gold medal in 
a track event at the IAAF 
World U20 Championships. 
We spoke to her exclusively, 
below are the excerpts
Q. Hima how are your prepara-
tions going on for Asian Games 
and Paris Olympics 2024?
A. Honestly speaking, right 
now I am on rest period, 

my incognito mode (gig-
gles). Hopefully, the camp 
will start from November. 
Then, the preparations for 
Asian Games will begin rig-
orously. Also I duly want to 
put in efforts and my entire 
calibre and stamina to use 

and make sure to make Na-
tional proud once again.
Q. So, did your coach suggested 
you to bring certain changes in 
your game?
A. Yes, definitely. It’s a con-
tinuous learning phenom-
ena, infant a never ending 

process in which we draw 
lessons from our previous 
performances and amend 
the strategies for the up-
coming tournaments. It’s 
a wise thing to do in nor-
mal life also, I think. Don’t 
repeat the same mistakes 
again.
Now days, the games are 
getting more tougher and 
competitive, everyone is 
ready to blaze their guns in 
the upcoming major compe-
titions and so am I (laughs) 
Asian Games is my first tar-
get for sure.  So needless to 
say, I have to gear up with 
all the wise suggestions of 
the coach inculcated in my 
approach towards my game.
Q.  Hima, who is your inspira-
tion? 
A. Of course, first and the 
foremost my father Ronjit 
Das and my Mother Jonali 
Das. They are farmers by 

profession but they never 
stopped me pursuing my 
dreams and supported me 
whole heartedly in fulfilling 
them even. Despite of the fi-
nancial constraints and lack 
of resources, they educated 
me. So, yeah, they are my 
pillars of strength. 
Q. Whats your take on Westling 
being dropped from the next 
CWG which is to be held in 
2026?
A. Can’t say much, but yes 
any sport being dropped 
from any major or big com-
petition comes as a discour-
agement to the participants 
of that particular sport. And 
as we all know that in this 
CWG 2022, wrestling has 
an outstanding contribution 
to the medal tally, so I think 
it should have been includ-
ed for CWG 2026 also. Can 
only request to reconsider 
the decision.

Hima Das
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