
Over 91 persons have 
lost their lives after 
a cable bridge col-

lapsed on the Machchhu river 
in Gujarat’s Morbi on Sunday, 
state Minister Brijesh Merja 
said, who is present at the 
incident spot. 

There were about 500 
people on the bridge when it 
collapsed. However, most of 
the people have been rescued.

“More than 91 people have 
died. 17 people are admitted 
to the hospital at the moment. 
The Chief Minister is coming. 
The incident took place at 

around 6.40 pm,” Minister 
Merja said news agency. 

BJP MP from Rajkot, Mo-
hanbhai Kalyanji Kundariya 
said that the NDRF is con-
ducting the rescue opera-
tion. “More than 60 (earlier)
bodies were recovered, of 
which more are of children, 
women & elderly. Rest have 
been rescued; NDRF rescue 
op is underway. We’re taking 
this matter very seriously, it’s 
very saddening,” he said. 

“Machinery present at the 
spot to pump out the water 
so that we can figure out the 
bodies underneath, as there’s 
a lot of silt. I believe the bridge 
got overloaded and that led to 

the incident. Many teams en-
gaged in rescue, CM to arrive 
shortly, “ he added. 

The eyewitnesses Amit Patel 
& Sukram present on the spot 
said that the incident might 
have taken place because of 
the huge crowd at the bridge. 
“Many people came here in 
view of the Diwali holidays 
and weekend; it’s a tourist-
friendly place. The incident 
occurred probably because of 
the huge crowd at the bridge. 
When it collapsed, people fell 
over each other,” they said. 

Soon after the incident, 
State Home Minister Harsh 
Sanghavi informed that the 
National Disaster Response 

Force (NDRF) has been in-
structed to reach the spot.

The cable bridge collapsed 
at around 6.30 pm following 
which the officials and ambu-
lance were rushed to the spot 
to conduct the rescue opera-
tions. State Home Minister 
Harsh Sanghavi informed 
that the NDRF has been in-
structed to reach the spot. 

“It’s a sad and unfortunate 
incident. Around 6:30 pm, 
the bridge in Morbi carrying 
150 people collapsed. In just 
15 mins, fire brigade, collec-
tor, district SP, doctors, and 
ambulance reached the spot... 
I’ll be reaching the spot too. 
The official death toll in the 

matter is seven,” Sanghavi 
said while speaking to the 
reporters here. 

“We have been able to res-
cue most of the people there... 
we are receiving all kinds of 
help from the Centre. NDRF 
and other agencies have been 
instructed to reach the spot. 
Most people injured due to 
the collapse have been admit-
ted to the hospital,” he said. 
Meanwhile, NDRF DG Atul 
Karwal said that three teams 
have already been dispatched 
to assist in the rescue opera-
tions. 

“Three NDRF teams have 
already been  dispatched--two 
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About 500 people were on the bridge when it collapsed. Many are 
still trapped as rescue operation is in full swing. 

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday an-
nounced an ex-gratia of 
Rs 2 lakh for the next of 
kin of each of those who 
lost their lives after a cable 
bridge collapsed in Guja-
rat’s Morbi with several 
feared dead. 

The injured persons 
would be given an amount 
of Rs 50,000, as per the 
Prime Minister’s Office. 

“PM @narendramodi has 
announced an ex-gratia 
of Rs. 2 lakh from PM-
NRF for the next of kin 
of each of those who lost 
their lives in the mishap in 
Morbi. 

The injured would be 
given Rs. 50,000,” PMO 
tweeted. 

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah while express-
ing his grief on the inci-

dent, said the National 
Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) will reach the spot 
soon. “I am deeply sad-
dened by the accident in 
Morbi. I have spoken to 
Harsh Sanghavi, Minis-
ter of State for Home and 
other officials of Gujarat in 
this matter. 

Local administration is 
engaged in providing relief 
work with full readiness, 
NDRF is also reaching the 
spot soon. 

The administration has 
been directed to provide 
immediate treatment to 
the injured,” Shah tweeted 
in Hindi. 

Union Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya prayed 
for the recovery of the in-
jured ones in the accident. 

“Saddened to hear the news 
of cable bridge collapse in 
Morbi, Gujarat. 

I wish speedy recovery 
to those injured in the ac-

cident. The state govern-
ment is engaged in relief 
and rescue work. I pray to 
God for everyone’s well-
being,” Mandaviya tweet-
ed.  

Earlier, PM Modi spoke 
to Gujarat Chief Minis-
ter Bhupendra Patel and 
sought “urgent mobilisa-
tion” of teams for the res-
cue operations. 

The Prime Minister’s Of-
fice said that PM Modi has 
asked for close monitoring 
of the situation and delivery 
of all possible help to the af-
fected persons. “PM @nar-
endramodi spoke to Gujarat 
CM @Bhupendrapbjp and 
other officials regarding the 
mishap in Morbi. He has 
sought urgent mobilisation 
of teams for rescue ops. He 
has asked that the situation 
be closely and continuously 
monitored, and extend all 
possible help to those af-
fected,” the PMO tweeted.

Member of Parliament Kar-
tikeya Sharma on Sunday 
said that the services of both 
banking and bankers play a 
very important in bringing 
the benefits of government 
schemes to common people. 
He said that even in adverse 
circumstances, bankers’ co-
operation work wonder. 

Whether it is Modi gov-
ernment’s Jan Dhan Yojana 
or Mudra loan, old age pen-
sion or other facilities pro-
vided by the government to 
the people, bankers always 
provide facilities by acting 
as a link between the gov-
ernment and the public, he 

added. 
Along with this, Kartikeya 

Sharma said that banking 
facility and bankers togeth-
er have made the dream 
of the PM Narendra Modi 
come true by eliminating 
corruption in government 
schemes. “People associ-
ated with banking facilities 
deserve congratulations for 
this,” the MP said. 

Kartikeya Sharma was 
attending the 5th triennial 
conference organized by 
Punjab National Bank Staff 
Association Haryana as the 
chief guest. 

Ambala Mayor Shakti-
rani Sharma also attended 
the conference as a special 
guest. 

She said that she wel-
comes the bankers coming 
from all over the state to 
Ambala and the way unity 
has been maintained by the 
employees is definitely sur-
prising. He congratulated 
the employees for the con-
vention.

On the arrival of MP Kar-
tikeya Sharma and Mayor 
Shaktirani Sharma in the 
programme, National Gen-
eral Secretary of the Associ-
ation P.R. Mehta and Hary-
ana State President of the 
Association, Naresh Bagri 
welcomed them by giving 
mementoes. 

The speakers described 
MP Kartikeya Sharma as a 

south africa beat 
india in t20 wc 
Perth: Brilliant 
half-centuries from 
Aiden Markram and David 
Miller helped South Africa 
overcome early hiccups 
and defeat India by five 
wickets in their Group 
2, Super 12 match of the 
ongoing ICC t20 World 
Cup on Sunday. With this 
win, South Africa is at 
top of the table with five 
points and two wins in 
three matches. India is in 
the second position with 
four points and two wins 
in three. Suryakumar 
Yadav (68) was India’s only 
star in batting. though 
India had SA down at 24/3, 
Miller (59*) and Markram 
(52) powered them to 
victory with two balls to 
spare. Chasing 134, South 
Africa was off to a bad 
start as they lost in-form 
batters Quinton de Kock 
(1) and rilee rossouw (0) 
to pacer Arshdeep Singh. 
the bowler was breathing 
fire in his first over and 
dismissed them both 
within the first three balls. 
Proteas were reduced 
to 3/2.

pothole claiMs 
another life in 
bengaluru
BenGAluru: locals 
expressed outrage 
against Bruhat Benga-
luru Mahanagara Palike 
(BBMP), a municipal body 
in Bengaluru, over not fix-
ing pothole-ridden roads 
in Yelahanka after a pot-
hole claimed the life of a 
24-year-old biker here on 
Saturday night. A 24-year-
old biker last night died 
in a road accident in the 
Attur area under the Yela-
hanka Police Station due 
to a pothole on the road. 

top of the day

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Sunday laid the foundation stone of 
the C-295 transport aircraft manufac-
turing plant in Gujarat’s Vadodara and 
said that India is boosting its capabili-
ties with the mantra of Make in India 
and Make for the globe approach. 

The Prime Minister also emphasized 
that India will also be the manufacturer 
of big passenger planes in the world in 
the future. “We are taking huge strides 
towards making India a big manufac-
turing hub in the world. India is mak-
ing its fighter plane, tanks, and subma-
rine, and the medicines and vaccines 
made in India are saving lakhs of lives 
in the world today. Electronic gadgets, 

phones and cars made in India are 
spread in numerous countries of the 
world. With Make in India, Make for 
the globe approach India is boosting 
its capabilities with this mantra,” PM 
Modi said while addressing after lay-
ing the foundation stone of the C-295 
transport aircraft for the Indian Air 
Force which will be manufactured by 

Pakistan’s spy agency ISI 
unfolded many secrets for 
the first time in an explosive 
interview by ISI chief Lt Gen 
Nadeem Ahmed Anjum 
along with Director General 
ISPR Lt Gen Babar Iftikhar. 

Talking about former 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s “Long March”, Gen 
Anjum said that there is no 
external threat to Pakistan, 
however, there is an inter-
nal threat due to this politi-
cal turmoil. “When you do 
politics on the basis of hate 
and divide, this harms the 

country and the same was 
the reason for Pakistan’s 
dismemberment,” reported 
The Nation. On PTI’s long 
march, he said every politi-
cal party has the right to or-
ganize a march but within 
peaceful means and if there 
is any threat to the country 
then we would intervene. 

Regarding their work-
ing relationship with Khan, 
they said both Army and ISI 
refused to do illegal and un-
constitutional acts asked by 
him, which was why he (Im-
ran) dubbed these state in-
stitutions as ‘Mir Jaffar’ and 

‘Mir Sadiq’ and ‘neutrals’, 

Stubble burning has turned 
worse across Punjab, giving 
no hope of improvement in 
Delhi’s Air Quality Index 
(AQI) as the capital gasps 
for clean air. 

Increasing incidents of 
stubble burning in Punjab 
this year have become a 
matter of serious concern 
with the Union Environment 

Ministry pointing out that 
Air Quality Index (AQI) is 
likely to sharply deteriorate 
as only about 45-50 per cent 
of sown area in the state had 
been harvested till 24 Octo-
ber. 

Sources in the Environ-
ment Ministry said that the 
contribution of stubble burn-
ing to the adverse air quality 
in Delhi and the National 
Capital Region has been 

In a major success, Jammu 
and Kashmir Police has suc-
cessfully foiled Pakistan’s 
sinister design of carrying 
out major target killings in 
Jammu and Kashmir. The 
police arrested two persons 
and recovered four Pistols, 
eight magazines and 47 sev-
en pistol rounds from their 
possession.

Additional Director Gen-
eral of Police, Jammu Muke-
sh Singh said, “During the 
intervening day of 27 and 
28 October a suspicious 
movement of a drone was 
observed in the general area 
of Baspur Bangla RS Pura. 
Since the area is close to the 
fence, the information was 
shared with all Police sta-
tions and a dedicated offi-
cer led team was put on job. 
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As the country plunges into political and economic mess, all-
powerful ISI chief says Pakistan is facing ‘internal threat’ due to 
political turmoil and the army would intervene, if needed. 
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PM’s call: ‘Make in India, make for world’
 Tata-Airbus. 
“India will also 
be the manufac-

turer of transport planes. It 
is being started in India to-
day. I see the time when the 
big passenger planes of the 
world will be made in India. 

‘Made in India’ will be carved 
on them,” he said. 

On this occasion, Modi 
also said that this is the gov-
ernment’s clear vision to 
make India ‘Aatmnirbhar’, 

especially in defence sector. 
“For this, we have taken many 
steps. The aircraft manufac-
turing facility in Vadodara 
is India’s giant leap towards 
becoming self-reliant in the 
aviation sector.” PM further 
said that India is becoming 
a big manufacturing hub for 
the world.  
“In the coming years, the 
Defence and Aerospace sec-
tors will be two important 
pillars for making India 

‘Atmanirbhar’. By 2025, our 

defence manufacturing scale 
would cross USD25 billion. 
Defence corridors being es-
tablished in Uttar Pradesh 
and Tamil Nadu would 
power this scale,” he said. 
“The transport aircrafts 
that’ll be manufactured here 
will not only give power to 
our Army but also develop a 
new ecosystem of manufac-
turing aircraft,” he added. 
PM Modi stressed that the 
country is moving forward 
with the aim of being the 

frontrunner in every field. 
The Prime Minister said 

that the facility that was 
launched today in Gujarat 
has the power to “transform 
the defence and aerospace 
sectors of India”. “The facil-
ity that has been launched 
in Vadodara today has the 
power to transform the de-
fence and aerospace sectors 
of India. It is for the first time 
that such a big investment is 
being done in the defence 
aerospace sector of the coun-

try,” he said. 
Apart from making 40 air-

craft, this facility at Vadoda-
ra would be manufacturing 
additional aircraft for Air 
Force requirements and ex-
ports, as per Defence Secre-
tary Aramane Giridhar. 

With the launch of the 
C295 aircraft manufactur-
ing facility, India will enter 
an illustrious league of about 
only a dozen nations with 
the capacity to manufacture 
military transport aircraft. 

from 
Gandhinagar & 
one from Baroda-
-to assist in the 
rescue opera-

tion following an accident 
in Gujarat’s Morbi city in 
which several people fell 
into Machchhu river after a 
suspension bridge collapsed,” 
Karwal said. 

“We are really saddened by 

the tragedy that happened at 
Morbi today. PM Modi direct-
ly called me and asked about 
the situation and CM Bhu-
pendra Patel is also taking 
the stock of the situation. It is 
sad that people who have been 
shifted to the hospital, some 
of them have died. Morbi’s 
people stand together with the 
injured and the local leaders 
are working to help the people 

here.  The deceased figure has 
been 35 till now,” Merja said. 
The Chief Minister said that 

he is cancelling all his events 
today and leaving for Morbi 
where the incident took place.

 reported 
The Nation. 

Addressing a 
rare and unprec-

edented joint news confer-
ence at the ISPR headquar-
ters, Rawalpindi, Director 
General ISI Lt Gen Nadeem 
Ahmed Anjum said, “We 
could commit a mistake, 
however, we cannot be trai-
tors or conspirator.” 
“If the commander-in-chief 
is a traitor then why did you 
meet him in hiding? Meet-
ing [him] is your right but it 
cannot be possible that you 
meet at night and call [him] a 
traitor in the day,” asked the 
DG ISI. 

When asked by many jour-
nalists what prompted him 
to appear before the media, 
Lt Gen Nadeem Anjum said, 

“I have decided to appear be-
fore the media after the deci-
sion of the institution, and 
the institution was being 
targeted and maligned and 
our soldiers who are giving 
sacrifices for the motherland, 
baseless accusations against 
them are not acceptable”. 

He further disclosed that 
last March the previous 
government in order to fail 
the no-confidence motion, 
Army Chief Gen Qamar Ja-
ved Bajwa was offered an 
unlimited extension, but he 
turned down the offer, re-
ported The Nation.  DG ISPR 
said the appointment of the 
new Army Chief will take 
place on time in accordance 
with the constitutional re-
quirements and in the due 
time frame. 

Meanwhile, Lt Gen Babar 
presented all evidence of 
Arshad Sharif ’s departure 
from Peshawar airport 
including his tickets and 
other documents, and 
made it clear that he left un-
der the pressure of Imran 
Khan, reported The Nation. 

“A threat alert was issued by 
the KP government against 
Arshad Sharif, which the 
federal government or agen-
cies never knew,” he said. 

“There were reports that he 
(Arshad Sharif) did not want 
to leave the country but he 
kept being reminded that 
he was facing a threat to his 
life,” he said. 

He termed the murder of 
Arshad Sharif as most un-
fortunate and said the slain 
journalist was an “icon of 
journalism in Pakistan”. 
He noted and eulogized 
the services of late Arshad 
Sharif in defence sector 
reporting and said that 
members of his family had 
served in the army, add-
ing that he always felt the 
pain of martyred officers. 
Talking more about the dip-
lomatic cypher, Gen Babar 
Iftikhar said that Army 
Chief Gen Bajwa had dis-
cussed the matter with the 
then PM Imran Khan on 11 
March and the army chief 
termed it “not a big thing”. 
“However, it was surprising 
for us when on March 27 a 
piece of paper was waved 
before the nation and an at-
tempt was made to build a 
narrative that was far from 
facts,” the DG ISPR said. 

91 Die aFter cable briDGe collapses in GuJarat

Is Pakistan 
gearing up for 
another army 
coup? 

no let up in punJab FarM Fires as Delhi chokes
 increasing 

sharply and is 
about 18-20 per 
cent currently 

and with the trend is only 
likely to increase further. 
As per the Standard ISRO 

Protocol, for the period of 
15-28 September this year, a 
total of 10,214 paddy residue 
burning events have been re-
ported in Punjab compared 
to 7,648 for the same period 
during the last year, which 
is a significant increase of 
about 33.5 per cent. A total of 
12112 cases have been report-
ed so far this year. Especially 
after Diwali, the cases of 
stubble burning are increas-
ing continuously in Punjab. 
According to experts, with 
the speedy harvesting of 
paddy, cases of stubble burn-
ing are increasing.
According to the data re-

ceived, in the year 2020, 
1541 cases of stubble burn-
ing were reported on the 
day of 29 October, and in the 
year 2021, the number of 
cases. Whereas this year in 
2022, 1898 cases of stubble 
burning were reported in 
Punjab on 29 October i.e. 
on Saturday, breaking the 

record of the last two years. 
The maximum number of 
286 cases were reported 
in Sangrur district, con-
stituency of CM Bhagwant 
Mann, followed by Patiala 

district with 268 cases and 
192 in Tarn Taran, 104 in 
Ferozepur, 105 in Ludhi-
ana, 108 in Bathinda, 109 
in Barnala, 99 in Jalandhar 
and Kapurthala. 99 cases of 

stubble burning were found. 
With the increase in the 
cases of stubble burn-
ing in Punjab, the level 
of pollution is increasing 
continuously. The AQI in 
Punjab and Delhi-NCR 
has reached the poor cat-
egory. It is worth mention-
ing here that having an 
AQI above 200 is consid-
ered in the poor category. 
CAQM further stated that 
about 70 per cent of farm 
fires during the current 
paddy harvesting season 

were reported only from six 
districts namely Amritsar, 
Firozpur, Gurdaspur, Ka-
purthala, Patiala, and Tarn 
Taran. 

These districts account 
for 4,899 cases against a 
total of 7,036 incidents in 
Punjab. These traditional 
six hotspot districts also 
accounted for about 65 per 
cent of the total burning in-
cidents during the last year 
for the same period. Out of a 
total of 7,036 reported cases, 
4,315 stubble-burning inci-
dences were reported dur-
ing the last six days alone i.e., 
about 61 per cent. 

The official also noted that 
there were serious lapses 
in implementing farm fire 
control laws and the Gov-
ernment of Punjab is solely 
responsible for the failure of 
the governance and for cre-
ating a situation by which 
the people of NCR have to 
breathe highly polluted air 
and the continued inaction 
from the Government of 
Punjab will lead to further 
deterioration of the air qual-
ity index in the entire NCR 
adversely affecting health of 
people. 

comrade 
and said that the 
Sharma family 
has always been 

supportive of the asso-
ciation and expressed their 
heartfelt gratitude for par-
ticipating in the program. 

Kartikeya Sharma said 
that the Prime Minister, af-
ter assuming the command 
of the country, worked on 
the vision of Digital India. 
Banking facilities were 
changed. Various changes 
were made including online 
banking, UPI, and bankers 
and bank employees to-
gether made facilities avail-
able to the people by imple-
menting the schemes of the 
government in a better way. 

“All this is the result of your 
hard work. At the same 
time, he said that working 
on the thinking of Modi, the 

employees associated with 
banking facilities played 
an important role in imple-
menting the policies of 
public welfare like gas sub-
sidy from DBT, payment of 
farmers’ crops, Mudra loan 
and worked to benefit the 
people.”

Kartikeya Sharma said 

that it is the result of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
thinking that under the Jan 
Dhan Yojana, bank employ-
ees working in collabora-
tion with the government 
opened about 773 million 
accounts, whereas before 
2015 the number of bank 
accounts was only 179 mil-

lion. Out of this, 56 percent 
accounts were opened by 
women. 67 percent bank ac-
counts were opened in rural 
areas. 

MP Kartikeya Sharma 
said that there is no hesita-
tion in saying that the pic-
ture of Indian banking has 
changed due to the vision 

of the Prime Minister Modi. 
“The whole of India is mov-

ing towards Navnirman. 
Kartikeya Sharma added 

people are changing, so is 
the banking industry. The 
banks have to compete with 
the changing scenario. 

MP Kartikeya Sharma 
said that Ambala is my fam-

ily and I have always got 
the support of the people 
of that family. At the same 
time, he said, “PNB is my 
bank and for the last 30 
years, we are taking all 
bank facilities from Pun-
jab National Bank itself. He 
also expressed his gratitude 
to P.R. Mehta, who always 
struggled to address the 
demands and problems 
of the bank employees. 
MP Kartikeya Sharma said 
that in 1895, Punjab Nation-
al Bank, the first indigenous 
bank in India, was estab-
lished by the great freedom 
fighter Punjab Kesari Lala 
Lajpat Rai and his associ-
ates. His thinking was that 
the bank should provide 
the best services to the peo-
ple of India by dealing with 
all the challenges and even 
today all the employees of 

the bank are working on 
the same thinking and giv-
ing their support to benefit 
the people and fulfill their 
dream.

National President of 
Punjab National Bank Staff 
Association MP Singh, Na-
tional Secretary General PR 
Mehta, Haryana President 
Naresh Bagri, Treasurer 
of All India Bank Employ-
ees Association and State 
General Secretary of Hary-
ana Bank Employees Fed-
eration Rajesh Bansal, Sa-
tiv Bhatia, Ramesh Kumar, 
Chairman AIPNBEF BK 
Mishra, TC Jahlani, Anil 
Kumar, Nirmal Sharma, 
Sanjeev Basi, JM Mehakwa-
la, RK Gotam, Sunil Kumar, 
Ravi Verma, Anil Sharma, 
Ratan Chauhan, Satish 
Mehta and many other dig-
nitaries were present.

The tech-
nical surveillance 
unit was also put 
on the job. All 

vehicles which had crossed 
the police check points 
around that time were scru-
tinised. CCTV footage of the 
place and the roads leading 
to thve general area were 
thoroughly checked. Physi-
cal pattern and technical 
analysis was pursued thor-
oughly”.

Singh Further said “On 
the basis of above men-
tioned analysis police team 
of RS Pura picked up few 
suspects, who were put to 

sustained questioning re-
garding their movement 
in border belt particularly 
during the time when the 
drone movement was re-
ported. 

During the rounding up 
the suspects, Jammu Police 
was able to lay hands on 
one of the suspects namely 
Chander Bose in Doda. On 
his questioning he failed 
to provide any satisfactory 
reply regarding his move-
ment towards border on 
that particular time and 
date. However, later he ad-
mitted that he had visited 
the above mentioned area, 

so as to receive consign-
ment of weapons dropped 
by drone. 

He further disclosed that 
he was working on the 
behest of a person namely 
Shamsher Singh of Camp 
Gole Gujral, Jammu. Both 
were in touch with an OGW 
namely Balvinder R/O Jam-
mu (Now settled in Europe). 
All the arrested persons 
and the OGW are working 
for a banned terrorist or-
ganisation. Balvinder was 
coordinating with both the 
accused in India and the 
handlers of the consign-
ment in Pakistan”. 

on the radar

Gautam lahiri

how uk pM 
chanGeD the 
MinD oF a 
kashMiri civil 
servant
Shah Faesal, a civil 
servant from Jammu 
and Kashmir, was 
in the news when he 
left his job in protest 
against the abrogation 
of Article 370. He was 
even planning to float 
a new political party 
in Kashmir. But Shah 
has changed his mind 
and is now back in the 
military.He has become 
a strong supporter of 
the BJP government at 
the centre. Ever since 
the elevation of Indian-
origin Rishi Sunak as 
Prime Minister of Eng-
land, Faesal has been 
commenting against 
Islamic countries, espe-
cially Pakistan. He said 
in a tweet that Pakistan 
might be surprised to 
see an Indian origin 
from a minority become 
the Prime Minister of 
the U.K. because no 
leader from a minority 
community can occupy 
the highest consti-
tutional position in 
Pakistan. Here, in India, 
everyone gets a chance 
to occupy the highest 
position in the state. 

russian 
Get-toGether 
Amid diplomatic isola-
tion, Russian diplomat 
enjoys a get-together 
party at another mis-
sion
One of the foreign 
missions organised 
a get-together as a 
farewell party for a 
diplomat. Many ambas-
sadors and diplomats 
from missions in New 
Delhi were among the 
guests. The Russian 
Deputy Head of the Mis-
sion in Delhi was also 
noticed by some of the 
guests. Since Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine, 
Russian diplomats 
have not been invited to 
many of the functions of 
foreign missions. Even 
he told the guests that 
Russian diplomats have 
become unreachable 
these days. He was very 
happy and greeted every 
diplomat invited to the 
party. Some of them 
wondered whether the 
war would stop before 
the coming winter, as 
many countries require 
essential fuel from 
Russia to cope with the 
severe cold.

MakinG space 
For priyanka
The day Mallikarjun 
Kharge took over the 
reins of the Indian 
National Congress, 
most of the top leaders 
were present to witness 
the change of guard at 
the AICC headquarters. 
Some of the dissident 
G-23 leaders were 
seated on the front row. 
Outgoing Congress 
President Sonia Gandhi 
and former President 
Rahul Gandhi were 
on the dais. Suddenly, 
one of the leaders was 
informed of Priyanka 
Gandhi’s arrival in a 
short period of time.

MP Kartikeya Sharma at the banking coference. Kartikeya Sharma along with Ambala Mayor Shaktirani Sharma.

The SpoilerS 

District Stubble burning 

Tarn Taran 2188

Patiala 1327

Amritsar 1 296

Sangrur 1046

*  Top districts in stubble burning from 15 September to 
29 October 

Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann on Sun-
day suspended four of-
ficials in the Agriculture 
Department following the 
incidents of stubble burn-
ing incidents in different 
districts of the state. 

A press statement said, 
the Punjab government, 
led by CM Mann, has ad-
opted a zero tolerance pol-
icy against stubble burn-
ing cases this time and has 

been vehemently organis-
ing campaigns to sensitise 
farmers to not burn the 
stubble across the state. 

The statement said, the 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann categorically asked 
the agriculture officials to 
work gingerly at grassroot 
level and ensure that crop 
residue is not set ablaze in 
their farm. But the govern-
ment found these officers of 
not rendering services with 
adherence to the directions. 

Following directions from 
the CM Bhagwant Mann, 

the Minister of Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare Kul-
deep Singh Dhaliwal have 
placed four agricultural 
officials under suspension 
with an immediate effect for 
dereliction of duty. 

The suspended officials 
include Chief Agriculture 
Officer, Sangrur Harbans 
Singh, Agriculture Officer, 
Samana Patiala Satish Ku-
mar, Agriculture Officer, 
Chohla Sahib, Tarn Taran 
Harpal Singh, Agriculture 
Officer, Patti, Taran Taran 
Bhupinder Singh. 

Mann suspends officials for dereliction of duty  

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi who is on a three-day 
tour to Gujarat and Rajas-
than has decided to cancel 
his roadshow to be held in 
Ahmedabad on Monday 
in the wake of the Morbi 
cable bridge collapse 
incident in which over 60 
people lost their lives on 
Sunday evening.
Late on Sunday evening, 
the BJP Gujarat media 
cell informed that “The 
Page Committee Sneh 

Milan program to be held 
in the virtual presence of 
Prime Minister Modi has 
been postponed.” Speak-
ing to ANI, BJP Gujarat 
media convenor, Dr Yag-
nesh Dave confirmed the 
news that there shall be 
no programs of celebra-
tion to be held tomorrow 
in the wake of the Morbi 
tragedy where many are 
feared dead, including 
women, children, and the 
elderly.

pM MoDi cancels roaD show 
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‘RIGHT PLACE’ APPEAL 

India’s growing market 
has huge business poten-
tial and it is a wise decision 
for any company abroad to 
enter the Indian market, 
Maruti Suzuki MD Hisashi 
Takeuchi said Sunday on 
the sidelines of foundation 
stone laying ceremony of 
C-295 transport aircraft 
manufacturing facility in 
Gujarat’s Vadodara. 

“India is a growing market 
and there is a huge business 
potential here. For most of 
the companies abroad, this 
is a good market to enter 
into. It is a wise decision 
for any company to come 
to India,” Hisashi Takeu-
chi, MD, Maruti Suzuki 
on the Tata-Airbus project 
Over the Aatma Nirbhar 
Bharat initiative taken by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Takeuchi said, “Two 
months back in August, 
in Gujarat we marked 40 
years of Suzuki Motor Cor-
poration in India.. like this 
setup and what we can say 
is .. this is a collaboration of 
Japanese working culture 
and Indian working culture 
and the match is perfect. I 
hope that this kind of good 

matching will help the in-
dustry to grow further.” 
Speaking further on future 
plans of Suzuki in India, he 
said, “We have expanded 
our Gujarat operations with 
EV production and battery 
factory we set up in Guja-
rat. Also at the same time, 
in Harayana’s Kharkhoda 
we have already started 
construction of our new 
factory there.” 

As India-Japan ties touch 
70 years, Maruti Suzuki 
MD highlighted, “We are 
celebrating 70 years of our 
cooperation. We have a 
long history of progression 
between the two countries. 
The combination of these 
two cultures is a good match 
and will be strengthened 
further in future.” 

On the bullet train project 
in Gujarat, he said, “Bullet 
train project in Gujarat is a 
very very important proj-
ect. It’s a national project 
and Japan is strongly sup-
porting it. I am hoping that 
it becomes a huge success.” 
This comes as Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will 
lay the foundation stone 
of C-295 transport aircraft 
manufacturing facility in 
Gujarat’s Vadodara Sunday. 

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Sun-
day claimed that “demo-
cratic powers in the country 
are being seized by some 
people” and warned that it 
could lead to a presidential 
form of government. 

The Trinamool Congress 
supremo urged Chief Justice 
of India Uday Umesh Lalit 
to “save democracy”. “The 
judiciary must save people 
from injustice and hear their 
cries. Right now, people are 
crying behind doors. All 
democratic powers are be-
ing seized by some people, 
this might be going on for 
a presidential form. Where 
is democracy? Please save 
democracy,” said Banerjee 
during her address at the 
convocation ceremony at 
West Bengal National Uni-
versity of Juridical Sciences.  
“I must congratulate present 
chief Justice UU Lalit. In two 
months, we’ve seen what is 
called the judiciary. People 
have their faith restored. I 
am not saying people had 
lost their faith in the judi-
ciary, but nowadays the 

situation has gone from bad 
to worse,” she added while 
sharing stage with Justice 
UU Lalit. 

 Slamming media trials, 
she said, “There are so many 
things that are going on... 
Before the court gives its 
verdict, the media trial goes 
on... media is guiding the ju-
diciary, and this cannot hap-
pen. Judiciary is the highest, 
media cannot control judi-
ciary.”  Earlier in Septem-
ber, Chief Justice of India 
UU Lalit had expressed hope 
that judicial posts will be 
adorned by a large number 

of women very soon. Lalit 
was addressing a function 
of the Golden Jubilee cel-
ebrations of Dr Ambedkar 
Government Law College 
in Puducherry on Saturday.  
The CJI Lalit had said, “Five 
states, including Orissa, 
Jharkhand, Rajasthan, and 
Tamil Nadu, already have 
more women at the induc-
tion level in the judiciary.” 
Giving an example, he said 
129 out of 180 judges in Raj-
asthan at the induction level 
are women, and in Odisha 
and Jharkhand the number 
is huge.

Huge business potential in 
India: Maruti Suzuki MD 

MAMATA TO CJI: DEMOCRACY IS 
SEIZED, SOME MISUSING POWER

SOARING HIGH 

Highlighting the country’s 
strides in science and tech-
nology, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi in his monthly 
radio broadcast Mann Ki 
Baat on Sunday said India 
is doing wonders in the 
solar and space sector. The 
Prime Minister said, “Our 
country is doing wonders 
in the solar sector as well 
as the space sector. India 
has placed 36 satellites in 
space simultaneously just 
a day before Diwali. With 
this launching, from Kash-
mir to Kanyakumari and 
from Kutch to Kohima, in 

the whole country, digital 
connectivity will be further 
strengthened.” With the 
help of the satellite launch, 
PM said the remotest areas 
will be more easily con-
nected with the rest of the 
country. 

He said, “I also remember 
those old days, when India 

was denied the Cryogenic 
Rocket Technology. But 
the scientists of India not 
only developed indigenous 
technology but today with 
its help, dozens of satel-
lites are being sent to space 
simultaneously. With this 
launch, India has emerged 
as a strong player in the 

global commercial mar-
ket...With this, new doors 
of opportunities have also 
opened up for India.” 

Prime Minister said that 
earlier in India the space 
sector was confined within 
the purview of government 
systems. Since the space 
sector was opened for In-
dia’s youth and revolution-
ary changes have started 
coming into it. Indian in-
dustries and start-ups are 
engaged in bringing new in-
novations and new technol-
ogies in this field, he said. 
Prime Minister said the 
collaboration of IN-SPACe 
is going to make a big dif-

ference in this area. Non-
government companies 
are also getting the facility 
to launch their payloads 
and satellites through IN-
SPACe. 

PM Modi said the entire 
world is looking at so-
lar energy as the future. 
“Today, India is combining 
its traditional experiences 
with modern science, that is 
why, today, we have become 
one of the largest countries 
to generate electricity from 
solar energy. How solar en-
ergy is changing the lives of 
the poor and middle class of 
our country is also a subject 
of study,” he added. 

PM SAYS INDIA DOING WONDERS IN SPACE SECTOR 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

MANN KI BAAT 

Extending Chhath Puja 
greetings in his monthly ra-
dio broadcast Mann Ki Baat, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday said Chha-
th Puja is a great example 
of ‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha 
Bharat’. 

In the 94th episode of his 
Mann Ki Baat, Prime Min-
ister said, “The festival of 
Chhath is also an example of 
Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat. 
Today, wherever the people 
of Bihar and Purvanchal are 
in any corner of the country, 
Chhath is being celebrated 
with great pomp” He said 
Chhath is now getting or-
ganized on a large scale in 
different districts of Maha-
rashtra along with Delhi, 
Mumbai and many parts 
of Gujarat. “I do remem-
ber that earlier in Gujarat, 
Chhath Puja was not per-
formed to this extent. But 
with the passage of time, the 
colours of Chhath Puja have 
started getting dissolved in 
almost the whole of Guja-
rat. I am also very happy to 
see this. Nowadays we see, 
how many grand pictures 
of Chhath Puja come from 
abroad too. That is, the rich 
heritage of India, our faith, 

is reinforcing its identity in 
every corner of the world,” 
he said. 

“So today, along with wor-
shipping the Sun, why not 
also discuss his boon? This 
blessing of Sun God is - so-
lar energy,” PM Modi said. 
He said solar energy is a 
subject in which the whole 
world is seeing its future. 
For India, the Sun God has 
not only been worshipped 
for centuries, but has also 
been the focus of our way of 
life.  Today, Prime Minister 
said India is combining its 
traditional experiences with 
modern science and has 
become one of the largest 
countries to generate elec-
tricity from solar energy. 

How solar energy is 
changing the lives of the 
poor and middle class of the 
country is also a subject of 
study, he said. Chhath Puja 
is an ancient Hindu Vedic 
festival that is performed to 
seek blessings from the Sun 
God for a healthy, happy, 
and prosperous life. It is 
believed that sunlight has 
cures for various diseases 
and conditions. Taking a 
dip in the holy river is also 
considered to have certain 
medicinal and spiritual ben-
efits. 

Chhath is example of 
‘Ek Bharat, Shrestha 
Bharat’: PM Modi 
TDG NETWORK
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ENVIRONMENT FRIENDLY

After a hiatus of two 
years due to Co-
vid-19, thousands of 

devotees on Sunday flocked 
to ghats and makeshift 
ponds across the country to 
seek the blessings of the Sun 
God as part of Chhath Puja. 

In Uttar Pradesh’s Gora-
khpur and Varanasi, a large 
number of women clad in 
sarees were seen standing 
knee-deep in water at ghats, 
worshipping the Sun God. 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath attended 
Chhath Pooja celebrations at 
Gomti Ghat in Lucknow. 

While in the national capi-
tal, a massive number of dev-
otees thronged to ITO Ghat 
to offer prayers, and devotees 
took a holy dip in the water 
as part of the Chhath Puja 
at a pond in Vinod Nagar. 
A huge crowd of devotees 
also gathered at the national 
capital’s Kalindi Kunj ghat 
to offer prayers on Chhath 
Puja. 

The festive fervor gripped 
the ‘land of forest’ Jharkhand 
too, as devotees offered 
prayers at Hatania Talab in 

Ranchi. In Bihar, women 
were seen standing in the 
water, wearing long ‘sin-
door’ with orange colour 
on their faces, and offer-
ing fruits and sweets to the 
Sun God at JP Setu Ghat 
in Patna. A huge crowd of 
devotees gathered to offer 
prayers at Juhu in Mum-
bai to mark Chhath Puja. 
In West Bengal, devotees of-
fered prayers to the setting 
sun at Takra Ghat in Kolkata. 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee offered 
prayers on the occasion of 
Chhath Puja at Kolkata’s 
Dahi Ghat. The Chhath Puja 

is celebrated on the sixth 
day of the Kartik month 
of the Hindu calendar, 
which also happens to be 
the fourth day after Diwali. 
Hyderabad also witnessed 
a large number of devotees 
celebrating the Chhath Puja 
at Tank Bund.

Meanwhile, Siliguri in West 
Bengal witnessed a massive 
violation of National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) directions 
as there are many people 
making illegal Chhath ghats 
on various river beds across 
the city. It has been found 
that excavators are creating 
artificial ghats in the middle 

rivers. It has also been found 
that the excavators are lifting 
the soil, creating makeshift 
bamboo structures for the 
puja scheduled to be held on 
30 October and 31.  

Although, the civil ad-
ministration and police 
administration made nec-
essary safety arrangements 
on river ghats to avoid 
any unwanted incidents 
during the Chhath Puja. 
The developments have 
now become a matter of 
concern for the city ad-
ministration, especially 
after the tragic deaths 
of eight people in a flash 

flood during Durga Puja 
immersion in Mal river. 
Siliguri Municipal Corpo-
ration (SMC) and admin-
istration held preparatory 
meetings with the Chhath 
Puja committees. Siliguri 
Municipal Corporation 
Mayor Goutam Deb said, 
“We had a meeting with 
the Chhath Puja commit-
tees where we informed all 
about the restrictions. Few 
are still not following the 
guidelines. Police will take 
the issue as early as pos-
sible.”

Manoj Verma, a devotee 
told ANI, “A few devotees 
have confusion over the 
NGT guidelines. So they are 
in the middle of the river. Ex-
cept for them, all are follow-
ing the guidelines given by 
the administrations. More-
over, we all got a lesson from 
the Mal incident recently.” 
In Uttar Pradesh, the Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
on Sunday stressed on 
cleanliness of rivers.  The 
CM also urged the people 
to celebrate the festival in 
a way that is environmen-
tal-friendly and that does 
not cause pollution in any  
manner.

AMID CHHATH FESTIVITY, FOCUS ON 
POLLUTION CONTROL 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

TOP OF THE DAY

GANGSTER ACT 
INVOKED IN 
ANKITA MURDER 
CASE
Rishikesh: The Gangster 
Act has been invoked 
against the three accused 
in the Ankita Bhandari 
murder case, said Pauri 
Garhwal Senior Superin-
tendent of Police Sweta 
Choubey. “Gangster Act 
has been invoked on the 
three accused, includ-
ing Pulkit Arya, the main 
accused in the Ankita 
Bhandari murder case,” 
Choubey told ANI. On 
being asked about the 
factory owned by Pulkit 
Arya catching fire on 
Sunday, she said that the 
fire occurred due to sus-
picious circumstances. 
Earlier today, a factory 
owned by Pulkit Arya, who 
is the main accused in 
Ankita Bhandari’s murder, 
caught fire.

MARUTI RECALLS 
9,925 UNITS OF 
WAGON R, CELERIO 
New Delhi: Maruti Suzuki 
on Saturday announced 
that it was recalling 9,925 
units of its three models 

-- Wagon R, Celerio and 
Ignis. The carmaker said 
it was recalling in order to 
rectify a possible defect in 
the rear brake assembly 
pin. It also noted that 
these affected vehicles 
were manufactured 
between August 3 and 
September 1 this year. 
Maruti said in a statement 
to the stock exchanges, 

“It is suspected that there 
is a possible defect in 
rear brake assembly pin 
(‘Part’), which in a certain 
case, may break and 
cause a peculiar noise. 

CUSTOMS SEIZE 
GOLD WORTH RS 
49 LAKH AT COCHIN 
AIRPORT
Kochi: The Customs Air 
Intelligence Unit on Sun-
day intercepted a passen-
ger and seized more than 
1 kg of gold concealed 
inside a pair of sandals 
at Cochin International 
Airport, officials said. The 
gold was in paste form, 
cleverly sewn inside two 
sandals. Kumar, a na-
tive of Kollam district in 
Kerala was intercepted 
by customs officials after 
walking suspiciously, 
on intercepting him it 
was revealed he had 
concealed 1,032 grams 
of gold worth Rs 49 lakh 
inside a pair of sandals, 
officials said. The person 
is under custody and a 
case has been registered 
against him.

CONCLAVE HELD 
AT FIRE AND 
FURY CORPS IN 
SRINAGAR
Srinagar: A Strategic Con-
clave was held in Srinagar 
at Fire and Fury Corps on 
Sunday, which was pre-
sided over by Lieutenant 
General Upendra Dwivedi, 
GOC-in-C Northern Com-
mand and attended by 
senior military officials of 
Northern Command, said 
a statement by Srinagar 
Defence Public Relations 
Officer. The conclave was 
held to analyze shifting 
geopolitical equations 
in the world in general 
and our neighborhood 
in particular, added the 
statement. These call for 
constant monitoring and 
reviews as they open up 
unprecedented challenges 
and opportunities for India. 

TDG NETWORK
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POLL PITCH 

LOTUS TO BLOOM IN 2023 
ASSEMBLY POLLS: CM BOMMAI

The uplift of all sections of 
society and the development 
all regions has started and 
the lotus will again bloom 
in the 2023 Assembly polls. 
Even the development of 
Kalyana Karnataka will 
start, said Chief Minister Ba-
savaraj Bommai. 

Speaking at the mammoth 
OBC convention organised 
by State BJP Unit here on 
Sunday, he said none can 
cheat all people all the time. 
Leader of the Opposition 
in the State Legislative As-
sembly Siddaramaiah had 
promised a suitable status 
for backward classes but he 
cheated his own commu-
nity by not inducting any 
Kuruba community legisla-
tor in the Council of Minis-
ters.  Taking Siddaramaiah 
to task for staking claim 
for hike in quota for SC/ST 
communities, the CM said 
the Congress governments 
never cared to fulfil the 50 
year old demand of those 
communities. The commit-
tee under the chairmanship 
of Justice Nagamohan Das 
to study hike in reservation 
for SC/ST communities was 
constituted during the coali-
tion government and not by 
the Congress Party govern-

ment. It was he and his pre-
decessor, B.S.Yediyurappa 
who received the Commit-
tee report and resolved to 
implement it in a bid to do 
justice to the communities. 
The living standards of SC/
ST communities must im-
prove and they too must 
lead a self-reliant life by join-
ing the mainstream of the 
society. Despite strong op-
position, the incumbent gov-
ernment has done justice for 
SCs/STs. Under the Amrit 
scheme, Rs 354 crore grant 
has been released to over 
20,000 associations of the 
Kuruba community with-
out any guarantee. Why 
was this not done by Sid-
daramaiah who belongs to 
the same community? Did 
he not have the minimum 
courtesy to help that com-
munity at least after coming 
to power? 

Bommkai said the Gov-
ernment of India has issued 
an order to include Talawar 
community to Scheduled 
Tribes by removing it from 
the list of backward classes. 
There is poverty and pain in 
the community and immi-
grate. “We are not here to see 
their travails and decided to 
do justice for that communi-
ty. I have come to this conven-
tion with the official order."

TDG NETWORK
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‘HIKE IN QUOTA FOR SC/ST IS OUR 
REVOLUTIONARY DECISION’ 
The State government has done justice to SC/ST 
communities by hiking reservation and the decision 
in regard to reservation is ‘revolutionary, said Chief 
Minister Basavaraj Bommai.  Speaking at a convention 
of Other Backward Classes here on Sunday, he said 
the BJP government has developed Kaginele, Sangolli 
Rayanna and given a military school. The Congress 
Party had cheated the backward classes and the kuru-
ba community by sidelining them. But the incumbent 
government in the State had taken a decision based 
on social justice to bring SC/ST to the mainstream of 
society. “We have implemented the Amrit scheme for 
the Kuruba community among Backward Classes 
and also a grant of Rs 354 crore. Siddaramannna, why 
did the Congress Party not do it? What moral right do 
you have to talk about OBCs? We are giving real social 
justice, equality and opportunities for everyone. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has inspired us for the devel-
opment of Backward Classes. The PM is striving for 
‘Sab Ka Saath, Sab Ka Vikas’ of all including backward 
classes. We are treading in the same path”.
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CELEBRATION J&K ROZGAR MELA 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s vision of “Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat” led to the 
decision to celebrate 31 Oc-
tober, the birth anniversary 
of Sardar Patel, as Rashtriya 
Ekta Diwas every year.

Rashtriya Ekta Diwas is 
celebrated with great fervour 
across the country since 2014. 
In the last eight years, it has 
gained wide acceptance and 
the day has now become es-
tablished at par with other 
important national celebra-
tions such as Independence 
Day and Republic Day. Such 
has been the scale of its impact 
that the tradition of the cel-
ebration of the day by the PM 
has become cast in stone—one 
which all future Prime Min-
isters would not want to miss 
out on.

The official celebrations in 
which the PM participates 
take place at the Statue of 
Unity, which was dedicated to 
the nation by the PM in 2018 
on Rashtriya Ekta Diwas. So 
closely integrated have the lo-
cation and the celebration of 
the day become that this asso-
ciation has developed as much 

recall value as Kartavya Path 
for Republic Day and Red Fort 
for Independence Day. This 
year too, PM will participate 
in the Rashtriya Ekta Diwas 
celebrations that will take 
place at the Statue of Unity.

The celebration will wit-
ness a Rashtriya Ekta Diwas 
Parade, which will include 
contingents of BSF and of five 
State Police Forces, one from 
each zone. A special attrac-
tion of the programme will 

be a performance by a tribal 
children’s musical band from 
Ambaji.

The members of the band 
once used to beg at Ambaji 
temple. The PM had earlier 
also encouraged these chil-
dren when they performed in 
front of him during his visit 
to Ambaji last month.

On this day, ‘Run for Unity’ 
conceptualised by PM Modi, 
is also organised across the 
country.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, addressing the Jammu 
and Kashmir Rozgar Mela 
on Sunday, said the youth 
who are joining government 
services have to make trans-
parency their priority. He 
expressed that Jammu and 
Kashmir is the pride of ev-
ery Indian and the people 
will take the region to new 
heights.

Addressing J&K Rozgar 
Mela via conferencing, PM 
Modi said, “Today, job ap-
pointment letters are being 
handed over to 3,000 youths 
to work in different govern-
ment departments in Jammu 
and Kashmir. This decade of 
the 21st century is the most 
important decade in the his-
tory of Jammu and Kashmir. 
It is time to leave the old chal-
lenges behind and take full 
advantage of the new possi-
bilities. “

The PM said he is happy 
that the youth of Jammu and 
Kashmir are coming forward 
in large numbers for the 
development of the region. 
“Jammu and Kashmir is the 

pride of every Indian. Togeth-
er, we have to take J&K to new 
heights. I have been told that 
since 2019 till now, almost 
30,000 government posts 
have been filled in Jammu and 
Kashmir, out of which almost 
20,000 jobs have been given 
in the last 1-1.5 years,” he said.

The Prime Minister said in-
frastructure development and 
connectivity have strength-
ened the tourism sector in 
Jammu and Kashmir. He said 
Jammu and Kashmir is mov-
ing forward with a new trans-
parent system and that the 
administration under J&K LG 
Manoj Sinha worked hard to 

end corruption in the system.
“The people of Jammu and 

Kashmir have always empha-
sised transparency. Whenev-
er I used to meet the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir earlier, 
I always felt their pain. This 
was the pain of corruption in 
the system. The people of J&K 
hate corruption. The youth 
who are joining government 
services today have to priori-
tise transparency,” added PM 
Modi.

In the last eight years, the 
Prime Minister said, the cen-
tral government has taken 
many steps to encourage em-
ployment opportunities. In 

the first phase of the Rozgar 
Mela program in the country, 
over 10 lakh appointment let-
ters are to be handed in the 
coming few months by the 
Centre.

Prime Minister Modi 
launched the ‘Rozgar Mela’, a 
recruitment drive for 10 lakh 
personnel, through video 
conferencing on 22 October.

During the Rozgar Mela, 
appointment letters were 
handed over to 75,000 newly 
inducted appointees.

According to a statement 
from the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice (PMO), this is a significant 
step forward towards fulfill-
ing the continuous commit-
ment of the Prime Minister 
to provide job opportunities 
for the youth and ensure the 
welfare of citizens.

As per the directions of the 
Prime Minister, all Ministries 
and Departments are work-
ing towards filling up existing 
vacancies against sanctioned 
posts in Mission Mode,” the 
statement said. The new re-
cruits from across the country 
will join 38 ministries and de-
partments of the government 
of India.

Why 31 October is celebrated as 
Rashtriya Ekta Divas at Statue of Unity 

YOUTH JOINING GOVERNMENT SERVICES HAVE TO 
MAKE TRANSPARENCY THEIR PRIORITY: PM MODI      

GIRLS AUCTIONING ROW  

Rajasthan Director General 
of Police (DGP) ML Lather on 
Sunday said that the state po-
lice are strict towards atroci-
ties against women, after re-
ports surfaced of girls being 
auctioned on stamp papers in 
Bhilwara.
“Rajasthan Police is strict 
towards atrocities against 
women. The media has been 
told about two victim girls 
and a case was registered in 
the year 2019 in relation to 
the incident with both the 
girls,” he said.
The DCP further added that 
a case was registered in Ha-
numan Nagar police station 

of the district under various 
sections of the IPC, POCSO 
Act, JJ Act and IT Act.
Earlier on 29 October, the 
chairperson of the Rajasthan 
State Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights, Sangee-
ta Beniwal, held a meeting at 
the Collectorate in Bhilwara 
following reports of girls be-
ing auctioned on stamp pa-
pers in the area.
The District Collector, the 
Superintendent of Police, 
and other officials were pres-
ent at the meeting.
Earlier, Rajasthan Chief Min-
ister Ashok Gehlot said that 
the Congress party had ex-
posed such cases, which had 
been happening during the 
previous regime of the BJP.

Police strict towards 
atrocities against women, 
says Rajasthan DGP
TDG NETWORK
JAIPUR           

IN KARNATAKA 

Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai 
instructed officials to address all shortfalls in 
the allotment of industrial sites for Dalit entre-
preneurs as per the quota announced in 2009. 
This was announced after a delegation of the 
Karnataka Dalit Entrepreneurs Association 
met with Basavaraj Bommai on Saturday.

He instructed the additional chief secretary 
(industries department), the Secretary of So-
cial Welfare Department, and the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of KIADB to submit a land audit re-
port, and the shortfall in the allotment of land 
must be addressed within the stipulated time.

The association members said 60% of In-
dustrial sites for SC/ST entrepreneurs are 
allotted in district-level single window com-
mittees and 40% in state-level committees. 
Since the project cost of many entrepreneurs 
will be below Rs 15 crore, the district level 
allotment percentage can be hiked. The CM 

instructed to take steps for allotment of 70% 
in the district level and 30% at the state level. 
The association members requested the CM 
to instruct KSFC to consider the actual cost 
of industrial land as collateral security at the 
time of availing loan.

The CM said he would take the decision after 
discussing it with the Finance Department.

Bommai promised to consider their demand 
during the next budget on extending salary 
incentives if a minimum of 10 SC/ST employ-
ees are working in industries run by Dalit 
entrepreneurs.

Minister for Social Welfare and Backward 
Classes Kota Srinivasa Pujari, Karnataka 
Dalit Entrepreneurs Association President 
L. Hanumanthaiah, Working President 
C.G.Srinivasan, CM’s Principal Secretary 
N.Manjunath Prasad, ACS (Commerce & In-
dustries Department) Dr.E.V.Ramanareddy, 
Finance Department Secretary Ekroop 
Kaur, Social Welfare Department Secretary 
P.Manivannan and others were present.  

 ‘ADDRESS LAPSES IN INDUSTRIAL SITE ALLOTMENT OF 
DALIT ENTREPRENEURS’: CM BOMMAI TELLS OFFICIALS 
TDG NETWORK
BENGALURU 

STATE VS CENTRE 

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, who is on a visit to Guja-
rat on Sunday, said that Rs 4,000-5,000 crore was going to be 
generated from the liquor policy, but there was a loss in revenue 
due to the intervention of Lieutenant Governor V.K. Saxena. His 
remarks came amid a row over Delhi’s excise policy.

The excise policy of AAP was supposed to generate revenue of 
Rs 4000-5000 crore, but just two days before its implementa-
tion, LG made many changes to it due to which 300-400 shops 
could not be opened. Their licence fees and revenue did not come. 
This is the reason behind the less revenue,” Kejriwal said. This 
came after Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) national spokesperson 
Shehzad Poonawalla slammed the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
over the RTI’s new disclosures in the matter of the Excise Policy 
scam case.

Poonawalla alleged that the ‘New Liquor Policy of AAP’ caused 
a huge loss. He said that in 288 days, there has been a loss of Rs 
2,000-2,300 crore. “AAP’s New Liquor Policy caused a loss of 
almost Rs 2000–2300 crore. The previous liquor policy had 
earned Rs 768 crore in September alone, which means nearly 
Rs 25 crore per day, while the new policy could earn Rs 5,036 
crore in 7.5 months meaning Rs 14.4 crore a day, “ BJP spokes-
person Shehzad Poonawalla said, underscoring that the new 
policy should have garnered profit instead of bearing a loss of 
Rs 8 crore per day.

Poonawalla further alleged that this was the ‘tip of the iceberg’ 
and said that “Sharab ghotaala” was much bigger than this.

Apart from this, there are many other losses due to the corrup-
tion and commissions taken by the AAP leaders and middlemen 
to make “Sharab policy for the Sharab mafia,” he alleged. He 
further accused the AAP government of using this money in 
the Punjab elections and said it is now being used for Gujarat.

The elections in Gujarat are slated to be held soon, for which the 
political parties are pressing hard to register a victory.

The BJP spokesperson further said whenever questions are 
raised about liquor policy, the AAP diverts the matter or starts 
“playing the victimhood card”.

Terming the new excise policy by the AAP government in the 
national capital as “Paapkari”, Poonawalla said that “AAP ka 
Paap has been exposed.”

 The matter came to light when the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) raided the residence of Delhi Deputy CM Manish 
Sisodia on 18 August, in connection with the alleged scam in the 
implementation of the Delhi government›s liquor policy, which 
has now been withdrawn.

Sisodia was among 15 others booked in an FIR filed by the CBI. 
Excise officials, liquor company executives, dealers, some un-
known public servants and private persons have been booked 
in the case.

The excise policy was passed by chief minister Arvind Kejriw-
al-led Delhi Cabinet in the middle of the deadly Delta Covid-19 
pandemic in 2021.

The Delhi government›s version is that the policy was formu-
lated to ensure the generation of optimum revenue, eradicate the 
sale of spurious liquor or non-duty-paid liquor in Delhi, besides 
improving user experience. 

‘Lost Rs 4000-5000 
crore revenue due to 
LG’s intervention’

TDG NETWORK
BHAVNAGAR    

INVESTIGATION 

The Tamil Nadu Police 
on Sunday handed 
over the Coimbatore 

cylinder car blast case docu-
ments to the NIA.

Expressing his dissatisfac-
tion over the alleged state 
government’s delay in hand-
ing over the Coimbatore 
blast case to the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA), 
Tamil Nadu Governor RN 
Ravi on Friday said there 
should be “no politics” on ter-
rorism. Governor Ravi also 
expressed serious concern 
over the possible destruction 
of crucial evidence in a “high-
profile terror plot,” said Raj 
Bhavan.

The Governor praised the 
police, who established the 
car blast as a serious terror at-
tack conspiracy within hours 
of the incident and lamented 
soft peddling by the state 
government. He urged “no 
politics on terrorism and no 
leniency to terrorists as they 
are enemies of the nation and 
friends of none,” added Raj 
Bhavan.

Meanwhile, AIADMK 
leader and former Tamil 
Nadu Minister R.B. Udaya 
Kumar lambasted the DMK 
government over the law 
and order situation. He said 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
M.K. Stalin should tell people 
what measures he had taken 
to prevent terrorist activities 
in the state.

The NIA registered the case 
after the Counter Terrorism 
and Counter Radicalisation 
(CTCR) division of the Min-
istry of Home Affairs (MHA) 
issued an order asking the 
anti-terror agency to start a 
probe into the case.

The MHA order comes a 
day after Tamil Nadu Chief 

Minister MK Stalin recom-
mended an NIA probe into 
the case. In a recommenda-
tion letter to the MHA, Sta-
lin requested on Wednesday 
to transfer the investigation 
of the case related to the car 
cylinder explosion in the Uk-
kadam area of Coimbatore to 
the NIA and directed police 
to ensure security in Coim-
batore.

Tamil Nadu Police so far 
have arrested six people in 
connection with the case and 
have invoked the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act 
(UAPA). Those arrested are 
learned to be associates of 
Jameesha Mubin, who was 
charred to death in suspi-

cious circumstances after an 
LPG cylinder inside a Maruti 
800 he was driving exploded 
near a temple around 4 a.m.

According to police, Mubin, 
25, who was an engineering 
graduate, has been previous-
ly questioned by the NIA in 
2019 for alleged terror links. 
His name is mentioned as the 
primary accused in the case.

Five people arrested on 
Monday night were Moham-
mad Thalka, 25, Mohammad 
Asarudheen, 25, Muham-

mad Riyaz, 27, Feroz Ismail, 
27, and Mohammad Navaz 
Ismail, 27. However, the sixth 
person, identified as Afsar 
Khan, a relative of the de-
ceased, was arrested earlier 
on Thursday.

Khan is the cousin of the 
deceased. He was picked up 
two days ago by the special 
investigation team.

On Wednesday, police offi-
cials also conducted searches 
on Khan’s residence and took 
his laptop.

NIA GETS COIMBATORE BLAST CASE  
DOCUMENTS FROM TN POLICE 
TDG NETWORK
COIMBATORE 

A team of the NIA investigates the incident site. 

PM Narendra Modi addressing the Jammu and Kashmir Rozgar Mela.

Statue of Unity.

TOP OF THE DAY

STATUE OF 
MAHATMA GANDHI  
VANDALISED IN MP
 KHANDWA:  A case of 
vandalism of Mahatma 
Gandhi’s statue has 
come to light in the vil-
lage Rangoon under the 
Jawar police station area 
of   Khandwa district. This 
incident was reported 
late on Friday night. The 
statue was installed in the 
year 2000 by the Gram 
Panchayat in Jhanda 
Chowk located in Rana 
Mohalla of the village. Vil-
lage sarpanch Kunwarji 
said that last night some 
mischievous elements 
broke the head of the 
statue of Mahatma Gan-
dhi. The case was brought 
to the notice of the local 
police. After which Jawar 
police station in-charge 
Shivram Jat also reached 
the spot and started 
investigating the matter. 
In the matter, on the 
complaint of the Gram 
Panchayat, a case has 
been registered against 
the unknown accused un-
der sections 3 and 427 at 
the Jawar police station.  

DRUGS WORTH 
RS 15 CRORE 
SEIZED IN ASSAM’S 
KARBI ANGLONG
KARBI ANGLONG:   The 
Assam Police on Sat-
urday seized a consign-
ment of contraband 
drugs worth Rs 15 crore 
and arrested two drug 
peddlers in Karbi An-
glong district for it. The 
drugs were recovered 
from a vehicle coming 
from Manipur. Police had 
information about the 
transit of drugs consign-
ment. Accordingly, a 
Naka checking was set 
up at Dilai Tiniali under 
Bokajan sub-division. 
Police also arrested two 
drug peddlers who were 
identified as Hemkholal 
Lunkin (37) and Jang-
minlal Haokip (38).

THREE OFFICERS 
SUSPENDED IN 
APPSC PAPER 
LEAK CASE 
ITANAGAR: The 
Arunachal Pradesh Pub-
lic Service Commission 
on Sunday suspended 
three officers in the 
APPSC paper leak case. 
Three officers of the AP-
PSC office, namely Bate 
Koyi, Deputy Secretary 
(Establishment), Joram 
Nagu, Under Secretary 
(Establishment) and 
Debhasish Dey, Private 
Secretary, have been 
suspended under the 
provisions of article 371H 
under the constitution of 
India. 

CPI MP GIVES 
NOTICE IN RS TO 
PASS HUMAN 
SACRIFICE BILL 
NEW DELHI: Communist 
Party of India (CPI) Rajya 
Sabha MP from Kerala 
Binoy Viswam on Sunday 
has given notice to Rajya 
Sabha Secretary General 
to ‘move for leave’ to in-
troduce Private Member 
Bill ‘The Prevention and 
Eradication of Human 
Sacrifice and Other Su-
perstitutious Practices 
Bill, 2022’ in the upcom-
ing Winter Session of 
Parliament. After notice 
for Introduction of Pri-
vate Member Bill, Binoy 
Viswam said, “Such 
practices destroy society 
and deceive people to 
take extreme steps. 

TDG NETWORK
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STOP SPREADING RUMOURS: TN POLICE 
Refuting allegations over a delay in transferring the 
Coimbatore car cylinder blast case to the NIA, the 
Tamil Nadu Police attacked BJP chief K Annamalai, 
asking him to “stop spreading rumours” to defame 
the police department. “There has been no delay in 
handing over the Coimbatore Car Cylinder blast case 
to the National Investigation Agency (NIA),” Tamil 
Nadu police said attacking Annamalai for “spreading 
rumours” to defame the police department of Tamil 
Nadu. Reacting to this, Annamalai alleged that the 
state police have been behaving like an “extension 
of the ruling Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK). “I 
have the highest respect for the hardworking brothers 
and sisters in the Tamil Nadu Police, but the DGP and 
ADGP (Int) of our state police behave like an extension 
of the DMK party,” BJP chief K Annamalai said.

A team of the NIA investigates the incident site.
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TOP OF THE DAY

STF ARRESTS 
WANTED CRIMINAL 
INVOLVED IN 3 
CASES IN HARYANA
ROHTAK:  Haryana Special 
Task Force arrested a want-
ed criminal in connection 
with a robbery of mobile 
phones worth Rs. 5 crores, 
said officials. As per reports 
the arrested accused and 
his gang members robbed 
a truck of DBG technology, 
Pvt Ltd. carrying mobile 
phones worth Rs 5 crores, 
near the Kasola Police 
Station area, Rewari, and 
kidnapped the driver. “The 
criminal was at large since 
a case was registered 
against him at the Kasola 
Police Station,” police said. 
Notably, from 2017-2022, 
three cases have been reg-
istered against the accused 
in different cases in MP’s 
Tonk Police Station.

AMIT SHAH TO HIT 
BATTLEGROUND 
HIMACHAL, HOLD 
SIX RALLIES IN 
TWO DAYS
NEW DELHI: Union Home 
Minister and BJP leader 
Amit Shah will hit battle-
ground Himachal and ad-
dress a total of six rallies in 
two days. The Union Home 
Minister will be in the poll-
bound state of Himachal 
Pradesh on 1st & 2nd of 
November. On November 
1, Shah will be hold three 
rallies-- in Chamba, Mandi 
and capital city Shimla. 
Shah will also hold three 
rallies on November 2 in 
Hamirpur Dharamsala and 
Solan. The battle in Him-
achal is between the in-
cumbent BJP government 
led by Jairam Thakur and 
the opposition Congress. 

BJP WILL FORM 
GOVT AFTER 
POLLS: HIMACHAL 
CM THAKUR
CHURAH: Himachal 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Jairam Thakur on Sunday 
expressed confidence of the 
BJP’s victory in the upcom-
ing Assembly elections in 
the state. “BJP will definitely 
form the government in the 
state after the upcoming 
Vidhan Sabha elections,” CM 
Thakur said while attending 
‘Vijay Sankalp Abhiyan’ in 
Churah. The Vijay Sankalp 
Abhiyan has started in the 
state today and under this, 
all senior BJP leaders, union 
ministers, and the ministers 
of the state will conduct 
public rallies. 

JUSTICE NOT 
SERVED YET, SAYS 
FATHER OF LATE 
MOOSEWALA
MANSA: The father of late 
Punjabi singer Sidhu Moose 
Wala, Balkaur Singh on 
Sunday said that his son 
was murdered in broad 
daylight, but justice has not 
been served yet. He stated 
that he has become tired of 
the delayed justice. If no ac-
tion was taken for a month, 
he said he would leave the 
country, he further stated. 
While addressing people 
in Mansa, the singer’s 
father said, “My child was 
murdered in a planned way. 
Police want to show it as 
a gang war incident. I’ve 
sought time from DGP to 
hear about my problems.
Singh added that the family 
did not get justice even five 
months after Moose Wala’s 
murder.

Himachal Assembly elec-
tions are turning inter-
esting with each passing 
day. This time, CM Jairam 
Thakur’s home district has 
maximum contestants in 
fray. 11 candidates are par-
ticipating in the poll from 
Joginder Nagar seat. 

Now in upcoming Him-
achal Assembly election 
there would be 413 con-
testants in fray as 92 can-
didates have withdrawn 
their nomination. The last 
date for filing nominations 
was October 25 and the date 
for scrutiny of nominations 
was October 27. Candidates 
were allowed to with-
draw their candidature  
till October 29. 

Most of the candidates 
in the contest are in Chief 
Minister Jai Ram Thakur’s 
home district Mandi’s 
Joginder Nagar seat . 
Though CM Thakur is con-
testing from Seraj and there 
are 6 contestants fighting 
from this seat. 

A total of 551 candidates 
had filed their nominations 
out of which 46 candidates 
were removed following 
scrutiny of their papers. 
The remaining 505 had 
qualified but after the with-
drawal of nomination there 
are only 413 candidates in 
fray now. 

Of the 413 candidates, 
the Bharatiya Janata Party, 
Congress, and Aam Aadmi 
Party have 68 candidates 
each fielded in every con-
stituency.

A maximum of 11 candi-
dates are in the fray from 
the Joginder Nagar Assem-
bly constituency. In many 
places, independents might 
a tough competition to Con-
gress and BJP by disturbing 
the vote equation. After the 
ruling government has suc-
cessfully been able to make 
11 rebellions to withdraw 
their nomination, there 
are only three rebellions 
left who are contesting 
independent specifically  
from Mandi. The rebel 
BJP candidates in the dis-
trict are Gian Chand from 
Nachan, former minister 
Roop Singh’s son Abhishek 
Thakur from Sundernagar, 
and Parveen Sharma from 
Mandi.

Meanwhile, rebel Con-
gress candidate Lal Singh 
Kaushal withdrew his 
name from the Nachan seat, 
from where he unsuccess-
fully contested on the party 
ticket last time.

AAP rebel Gaurav Shar-
ma withdrew his papers 
from Shimla’s (Urban) seat 
and announced support for 
BJP candidate Sanjay Sood. 
50 candidates were left in 
the Shimla district after 
eight candidates withdrew 
their nominations. A total 
of 90 candidates remained 
in the fray in Kangra dis-
trict which has a maximum 
of 15 seats as 25 candidates 
withdrew their names on 
the last day of withdrawal 
of candidature.  The state 
goes to poll on November 
12 and the results will be 
announced on December 8.

413 IN FRAY IN HILL STATE

11 candidates in 
race in Himachal 
CM’s home district
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

With just three days left, 
Adampur constituency in 
Haryana’s Hisar district is all 
set to witness a high-stakes 
political and multi cornered 
battle to be held on Novem-
ber 3. Caste factor is most 
likely to play a pivotal role 
in the forthcoming bypolls. 
In continuation to this, it is 
worth mentioning that the 
voters hailing from Sched-
ule Caste (SC) and Other 
Backward Class (OBC) are 
most likely to play decisive 
roles as both constitute more 
than one third of the total 
vote bank. In wake of this, 
All parties are putting their 
best to woo the voters hailing 
from these communities. 

All parties have launched 
an all-out attack against each 
other in a bid to woo the vot-

ers hailing from SC and OBC 
particularly, the BJP and the 
Congress are accusing each 
other of anti-Dalit which led 
to political ruckus. 

The Congress state presi-
dent Udai Bhan who hails 
from SC community and is 
very close to Bhupender Singh 
Hooda, is trying to woo Dalit 
voters. Uday Bhan continues 
to accuse Kuldeep Bishnoi, 
father of the BJP contender, 
of being anti-Dalit saying that 
he had congratulated Kuldeep 
when he was given berth in 
the Congress working com-
mittee, but Kuldeep rebelled 
against the Congress after he 
was appointed as the state 
party chief. Further he said 
that this clearly indicates his 
anti-Dalit mentality. There-
fore, the people of Adampur 
have a chance to teach a lesson 
to a person of such mentality 
in the by-election. 

IN ADAMPUR BYPOLLS

ALL PARTIES EYEING 
OBC-DALIT VOTE BANK
TDG NETWORK  
CHANDIGARH

Bharatiya Janata Party na-
tional president JP Nadda on 
Sunday took a swipe at the 
Aam Aadmi Party which is 
also in a fray in poll-bound 
Himachal Pradesh and said 
that Arvind Kejriwal-led 
party arrived in the state for 
“political tourism”.

The BJP chief said that the 
AAP has left the contest even 
before the start of the polls 
which will take place on No-
vember 12, adding that they 
did so because the people of 
Himachal know about “their 
exploits in Delhi and Punjab”. 
Addressing a public gath-
ering here, Nadda said, “A 
new party also arrived here. 
It came after everyone and 
went first. That party is Aam 
Aadmi Party. It left even be-
fore the start of polls because 
their exploitation in Delhi & 

Punjab are well known to 
the people of Himachal. Aam 
Aadmi Party came here in the 
name of political tourism.”

“Their state president also 
left and everyone else also 
left. Now they have left Hi-
machal Pradesh and gone to 
Gujarat. However, they will 
not succeed there also. They 
do not know that there is a 
BJP government in Gujarat 
and the people of Gujarat 
have already taken a firm 
decision to form the BJP 
government once again,” he 
added.

Launching a scathing attack 
against the Aam Aadmi Party 
which is looking to make in-
roads into the state in the up-
coming polls, Nadda said that 
the party candidates will lose 
deposits.

He cla imed that  the 
party knowing of this 
fact is not even trying to  

win in Himachal.
“Everyone knows what 

happened to the Aam Aadmi 
Party in UP, Uttarakhand 
and Goa. Aam Aadmi Party 
is a banner-based party and 
Bharatiya Janata Party is a 
cadre-based party. In the 
Himachal Pradesh Legisla-
tive Assembly elections also, 
the AAP candidates will also 
lose deposits. That is why the 
Aam Aadmi Party is not even 
trying in Himachal Pradesh,” 
he said.

“The people of Himachal 
Pradesh have come to know 
that in Delhi, the Kejriwal 
government has done many 
scams like liquor scam, water 
scam, electricity scam, school 
building scam, Khotala in 
bus purchase,” the BJP chief 
added. The state is all set to 
go to polls on November 12, 
the results of which will be 
declared on December 8. 

TAKING A SWIPE

AAP arrived in Himachal 
for political tourism: Nadda
TDG NETWOK
KULLU

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
MP Manoj Tiwari on Sunday 
took a potshot on Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, 
who is on a visit to Gujarat, 
and said the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) leader should 
move to Punjab and become 
the CM there.

The BJP MP slammed Ke-
jriwal over the deteriorating 
air quality of the national 
capital.

“As pollution rises, Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
should have stayed in Delhi 
to prepare for Chhath Puja. 
Instead, he is touring Gujarat 
as he does not want to facili-
tate devotees here. If he is not 
concerned about Delhi, he 
should go to Punjab and be-
come Chief Minister there,” 
Tiwari told ANI.

Delhi’s air quality remained 
in the ‘very poor’ category 
on Sunday morning with 
an overall air quality index 
(AQI) at 350.

According to the System 

of Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting And Research 
(SAFAR), the AQI in the 
overall Delhi region was in 
the ‘very poor’ category at 
350. In the Delhi Univer-
sity area and Pusa the AQI 
remained in ‘very poor’ cat-
egory at 372 and 343 respec-
tively. In Lodhi Road area, 
the AQI was in the ‘very 
poor’ category at 326.

Amid row over Delhi’s ex-
cise policy, Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal, who is on 
a visit to Gujarat on Sunday, 
said that Rs 4,000-5,000 
crore was going to be gen-
erated from the policy, but 
there was a loss in revenue 
due to the intervention of 
Lieutenant Governor VK 
Saxena.

“Excise policy of AAP 
was supposed to generate 
revenue of Rs 4000-5000 
crore but just two days be-
fore its implementation LG 
made many changes to it due 
to which 300-400 shops 
could not be opened. Their 
licence fees and revenue did 
not come. This is the reason 

behind less revenue,” Kejri-
wal told mediapersons here.

This came after Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) national 
spokesperson Shehzad 
Poonawalla slammed the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
over the RTI’s new disclo-
sures in the matter of the Ex-
cise Policy scam case.

Poonawalla alleged that 
the ‘New Liquor Policy of 
AAP’ caused a huge loss. He 
said that in 288 days, there 
has been a loss of Rs 2,000-
2,300 crore. “AAP’s New Li-
quor Policy caused a loss of 
almost Rs 2000-2300 crore. 
The previous liquor policy 
had earned Rs 768 crore 
in September alone which 
means nearly Rs 25 crore 
per day, while the new policy 
could earn Rs 5,036 crore in 
7.5 months meaning Rs 14.4 
crore a day,”

BJP spokesperson Shehzad 
Poonawalla said underscor-
ing that the new policy 
should have garnered profit 
instead of bearing a loss of Rs 
8 crore per day.

He further accused the 

AAP government of using 
this money in the Punjab 
elections and said it is now 
being used for Gujarat.

The elections in Gujarat 
are slated to be held soon, for 
which the political parties 
are pressing hard to register 
a victory.

The BJP spokesperson 
further said whenever ques-
tions are raised about Liquor 
policy, the AAP diverts the 
matter or starts “playing the 
victimhood card”. Terming 
the new excise policy by the 
AAP government in the na-
tional capital as “Paapkari”, 
Poonawalla said that “AAP 
ka Paap has been exposed.”

The matter came to light 
when the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) raided 
the residence of Delhi Dep-
uty CM Manish Sisodia on 
August 18, in connection 
with the alleged scam in the 
implementation of the Delhi 
government’s liquor policy, 
which now stands with-
drawn.

Sisodia was among 15 oth-
ers booked in an FIR filed 

by the CBI. Excise officials, 
liquor company executives, 
dealers, some unknown 
public servants and private 
persons have been booked 
in the case.

Sisodia, in charge of the 
excise department, has been 
under the scanner for alleged 
deliberate and gross proce-
dural lapses which provided 
undue benefits to the tender 
process for liquor licensees 
for the year 2021-22.

The excise policy was 
passed by Arvind Kejriwal-
led Delhi Cabinet in the 
middle of the deadly Delta 
Covid-19 pandemic in 2021.

The Delhi government’s 
version is that the policy 
was formulated to ensure 
the generation of optimum 
revenue, eradicate the sale of 
spurious liquor or non-duty 
paid liquor in Delhi, besides 
improving user experience.

The CBI had filed a case 
against alleged corruption 
in the 2021-22 excise policy. 
The excise policy was sub-
sequently withdrawn by the 
AAP government.

TAKING A POTSHOT

KEJRIWAL NOT CONCERNED ABOUT DELHI, HE 
SHOULD BETTER BECOME PUNJAB’S CM: TIWARI
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VIJAY SANKALP SABHA

Bharatiya Janta Party 
State President in 
Himachal Pradesh 

Suresh Kashyap on Fri-
day said that continuous 
talks between the BJP 
rebel candidates are tak-
ing place to ensure that  
they all fight together ahead 
of the polls.

The polls in Himachal 
Pradesh are slated to be 
held on November 12, 
whose votes will be counted 
on December 8. Refusing to 
term the Himachal Pradesh 
leaders who left the party 
as “rebels”, Suresh Kashy-
ap said that they are their 
people who filed the nomi-
nations and are unsatisfied 
and angry.

“As far as rebels are con-
cerned, I would not call 
them rebels as they are our 
people who have filed their 
nomination and are unsat-
isfied and angry. A continu-
ous dialogue is underway 
with them and most have 
joined us,” BJP State Presi-

dent Suresh Kashyap told 
ANI mentioning that only a 
few of them are left to bring 
back to the party.

“There are a few who are 

left. We are trying to ensure 
that no party leader and the 
worker is angry with us 
and we all move forward 
together and form the gov-

ernment in the state again,” 
he added.

Kashyap also conveyed 
that the party has decided 
to organise Vijay Sankalp 

Sabha across the state on 
October 30, where all the 
senior leaders, union min-
isters, and the ministers of 
the statewill conduct public 
rallies in each constituency 
of the state.

“We are doing these ral-
lies to boost the election 
campaign and the decision 
has been taken to ensure 
the victory of the BJP,” state 
president Suresh Kashyap 
said further adding that 
chief minister of the neigh-
boring states — Haryana 
Manohar Lal Khattar and 
Uttarakhand Pushkar 
Singh Dhami will also join 
the campaign.

He further said that 
all-star campaigners of 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
will be kick start ‘Vijay 
Sankalp Abhiyan’  on  
October 30 in all the 68 as-
sembly constituencies of 
the state.

Out of these, 32 star cam-
paigners would also ad-
dress public meetings in 
various districts and as-
sembly constituencies of 
the state.

TALKS UNDERWAY WITH REBEL 
LEADERS: BJP HIMACHAL CHIEF 
TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

Shimla: BJP’s 30 star cam-
paigners comprising Union 
Ministers to Local fame 
started mass rallies in Him-
achal Pradesh. According to 
the program released from 
the BJP office, JP Nadda is 
holding public meetings 
on October 30 in Keylong, 
Manali and Akhara Ba-
zar, Chief Minister Jai Ram 
Thakur Churah, Chamba 
and Noorpur. Apart from 
this, Haryana Chief Min-
ister Manohar Lal Khattar 
will hold rallies in Baddi, 
Nahan and Parwanoo 
whereas Union Minister 
Kiren Rijiju met Una people 
to campaign for BJP Candi-
date Satpal Singh Satti. BJP 
has released travel plan of 
Smriti Irani, Yogi Aditya-

nath, Sambit Patra, Anurag 
Thakur who are going to 
rally in the state in the com-
ing days. 

BJP National President 
Jagat Prakash Nadda is 
meeting local people and 
said that Congress is doing 
India Jodo Yatra. But this is 
not a pairing of India but a 
journey of atonement. Ar-
ticle 370, hanging of Afzal 
Guru are such acts which 
were done during the ten-
ure of BJP government. The 
nature of Congress is only 
to get stuck in development 
work. He said that in the 
name of political tourism, 
Aam Aadmi Party came to 
Himachal also. But it does 
not exist in Himachal.

As part of BJP’s Vijay 

Sankalp campaign, BJP Na-
tional President JP Nadda 
addressed an election rally 
in Patlikuhal, Manali on 
Sunday. He said that Him-
achal was excluded from the 
category of special state dur-
ing the Virbhadra Singh’s 
government, but it was 
reinstated when the Modi 
government came. Now 90 
percent aide is given by the 
central government and 
only 10 percent is given by 
the state. At the same time, 
BJP national spokesperson 
Sambit Patra, while ad-
dressing a public meeting at 
Vatvla in Lunj, said that the 
Jai Ram government has set 
a record by providing free 
treatment to 6 lakh 22 thou-
sand people. 

BJP STALWARTS IN ATTACKING 
MODE IN BATTLEGROUND

Over 70 per cent of vot-
ers cast their franchise in 
Panchayat Samiti and Zilla 
Parishad members held on 
Sunday in Haryana. There 
are a total of 49,67,092 voters 
in this first phase. As many 
34,96,333 voters cast their 
votes till 7 pm and at some 
polling stations, voters were 
queuing till late night to cast 
their votes.

The first phase of pan-
chayat polls was held in 61 
blocks of Bhiwani, Jhajjar, 
Jind, Kaithal, Mahendragarh, 
Nuh, Panchkula, Panipat and 
Yamunanagar to elect 1,278 
panchayat samiti members 
and 175 zila parishad mem-
bers.

There were over 49 lakh 
registered voters and 6,019 
booths had been set up. The 
polling, held from 7 am to 
6 pm, remained peaceful 
throughout, the officials said.

It is worth mentioning that 
after the completion of the 
polling of all the three phases 
of elections, results would be 
declared on November 27. At 
the same time, for the first 
phase, the polling for the 
posts of Panch and Sarpanch 
in these 9 districts would be 

held on November 2. Their 
results will be declared on 
the same day.

Divulging information re-
garding this , Haryana State 
Election Commissioner,  
Dhanpat Singh said that the 
first phase of Zila Parishad 
and Panchayat Samiti in 
Haryana was held peaceful. 
In first phase, voting was 
held for Panchayat Samiti 
members and Zilla Parishad 
members in nine districts 
Bhiwani, Jhajjar, Jind, Kai-
thal, Mahendragarh, Nuh, 
Panchkula, Panipat and Ya-
munanagar.

Further he shared that poll-
ing was held peaceful in all 9 
districts, no untoward inci-
dent was reported anywhere.  
EVMs had malfunctioned at 
some places, but the officials 
involved in the election pro-
cess immediately replaced 
that machine and resumed 
voting process.  Wherever 
polling is over, EVMs have 
been deposited by the poll-
ing staff.  All EVMs will be 
kept in strong rooms.  Poll-
ing staff, police personnel 
and other officers engaged in 
the polling performed their 
worked diligently.  Everyone 
deserves congratulations on 
the peaceful completion of 
elections, he added.

IN HARYANA

OVER 70 PC VOTES CAST 
IN ZILA PARISHAD, 
PANCHAYAT SAMITI POLLS

RAVINDER MALIK  
CHANDIGARH 



6 special the daily guardian review
monday |  31  october 2022
new delhi

NOT REALLY SUCCESSFUL

IN SEARCH OF A BLUE SKY
Has the government’s flagship ‘National Clean Air Programme’ for a frontal attack 
against pollution achieved the desired results? The answer is an emphatic ‘No’. 

In an aim to provide clean air, 
the government launched 
‘National Clean Air Pro-

gramme’ (NCAP) few years ago 
which brought 132 Indian cit-
ies under its ambit. The objec-
tive was to keep a close eyes on 
these cities to improve air qual-
ity. However, a recent analysis of 
PM2.5 level by the Center for Sci-
ence and Environment (CSE), a 
watchdog body on environment, 
has found there is barely any dif-
ference in the pollution levels 
between NCAP and non-NCAP 
cities. In west India, non-NCAP 
cities on an average are more pol-
luted. In the north, non-NCAP 
cities on an average are margin-
ally more polluted. In the east 
and south, NCAP cities are sig-
nificantly more polluted. 

Only 43 NCAP cities have adequate PM2.5 data for the 
period 2019-2021–enough to create a reasonable trend 
for tracking progress. However, it may be noted that 2020 
has been an exceptional year due to the lockdown phases 
and is an aberration. Nearly all cities have recorded a dip in 
2020 followed by a subsequent increase in 2021. 
Therefore, a comparison between 2019 and 
2021 shows that only 14 of the 43 cities have 
registered a 10% or more reduction in their 
PM2.5 level between the two years. Seven 
cities show negligible (less than 5%) change: 
these include Delhi and Ghaziabad. There are 
16 cities that have registered a significant increase (5% or 
more) in their PM2.5 levels--Khanna, Jaipur, and Udaipur 
have registered the most deterioration with their 2021 an-
nual value increasing by over 20%  compared to the 2019 
annual value. Faridabad with 6% increase is only NCR NCAP 
city in this pool of cities with a significant worsening of air 
quality. It is also the only city outside the non-attainment list. 

PERFORMANCE OF 
NCAP CITIES 1

There are 46 cities that are not covered under NCAP, but 
have adequate real time data for both 2019 and 2021. In this 
group, 15 cities have registered a significant worsening of 
annual PM2.5 levels between 2019 and 2021. Ankleshwar 
in Gujarat with 34% increase in annual PM2.5 value is the 
worst performer in the pool, followed by 
Satna (Madhya Pradesh), Vatva (Gujarat), 
Bahadurgarh (Haryana), and Bhatinda 
(Punjab); all of which have registered an 
over 20% increase. Ten cities registered 
negligible change (less than 5%) in their 
annual values; 21 recorded significant 
improvement, with a 5% or more decline between 2019 
and 2021. Cities of Haryana, Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat 
dominate the list of non-NCAP cities that have registered 
significant increase in air pollution levels between 2019 
and 2020. Tirupati in Andhra Pradesh and Siliguri in West 
Bengal are only cities from other regions in the group. 
Interestingly, most of these cities are outside the NCR.  

PERFORMANCE OF 
NON-NCAP CITIES2

N95
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132
CITIES NCAP 
COVERS

50
CITIES HAVE RECEIVED FUNDS 
FROM 15TH FINANCE COMMISSION

6,425
CRORE RELEASED TILL 
2021-22 

2,299
CRORE HAS BEEN EARMARKED 
FOR 2022-23 

OBJECTIVE OF NCAP
Cities are required to quantify improvement 
starting 2020-21–this requires 15% and more 
reduction in the annual average PM10 concen-
tration and a concurrent increase in good air 
days to more than 200. Anything less than that 
will be considered low and reduce the funding.

Equal number (39) of NCAP and non-NCAP 
cities that did not meet the annual PM2.5 
standard in 2021. Only 16 non-NCAP cities 
meet the standard--13 of them are located 
in south India.  9 NCAP cities 
met the annual National 
Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (NAAQS) 
in 2021. These are 
Chennai, Hubballi, 
Bengaluru, Rajama-
hendravaran, Mumbai, 
Sagar, Nashik, Dewas 
and Chandigarh. Cities with 
multiple stations like Chennai, Bengaluru, 
Mumbai and Chandigarh. Only two cities out 
of 103 monitored can be classified as ‘low 
pollution’. These are Kozhikode in Kerala and 
Madikeri in Karnataka.

STATUS OF  
NATIONAL AIR 
QUALITY
NORTHERN STATES: Ghaziabad is the most 
polluted NCAP city in the north, closely fol-
lowed by Delhi. 

WESTERN STATES: Jodhpur is the most pol-
luted NCAP city in the west, followed by Kota 
and Jaipur. Bhiwadi--though a non-NCAP city--
is still the most polluted in the region. Anklesh-
war and Vatva in Gujarat are worse than most 
NCAP cities of the region. Six NCAP cities and 
four non-NCAP cities need reduction of over 
25% to meet the annual standard.

EASTERN STATES: Patna is the most polluted 
NCAP city in the east, followed by Muzaffarpur 
and Durgapur. Hajipur and Siliguri come next. 
This is the only region where no city, NCAP or 
non-NCAP, meets the annual standard except 
Talcher in Odisha and Agartala in Tripura. All 
cities in the region require over 20% reduction 
to meet the annual standard. 

SOUTHERN STATES: Visakhapatnam is the 
most polluted NCAP city in the south, fol-
lowed by Hyderabad. All other cities in the 
region, NCAP and non-NCAP, meet the annual 
standard. Visakhapatnam needs to reduce 
pollution by 10% and Hyderabad by 3% to meet 
the standard.

REAL TROUBLE 

Air and water pollution: Delhi’s double whammy

As Delhi reels under severe 
air pollution, river Yamuna 
is also suffering from bad 
water conditions. It is a 
common sight to find foam 
formation atop Yamuna. It’s 
a double whammy for the 
national capital: Both air 
and water quality remain in 
bad shape. 

Delhi Environment Min-
ister Gopal Rai has claimed 
that the speedy flow of river 
Yamuna from Uttar Pradesh 
is the cause behind foam 
formation atop the river in 
the national capital.  “High-
speed river flow from UP is 
the main cause for the foam 
formation over the river in 
Delhi especially in the Ka-
lindi Kunj area,” Delhi Rai 
said quoting the scientists 
of Delhi Jal Board. 

Further mentioning about 
the cleanliness of Yamuna, 
Rai emphasised on the five 
years’ time sought by Delhi 

CM Arvind Kejriwal stating 
that such a “huge problem 
cannot be resolved in two 
days.”

Delhi’s air quality re-
mained in the ‘very poor’ 
category on Sunday morn-
ing with an overall air 
quality index (AQI) at 350, 

according to the System of 
Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting And Research 
(SAFAR). 

In the Delhi University 
area and Pusa the AQI 
remained in ‘very poor’ 
category at 372 and 343 re-
spectively. In Lodhi Road 

area, the AQI was in the 
‘very poor’ category at 326. 
Further, near IIT Delhi, the 
AQI was in ‘very poor’ cat-
egory at 303. At Mathura 
Road, the AQI was in the 
‘very poor’ category at 364. 
Around Delhi airport, the 
AQI remained in the ‘very 

poor’ category at 349.
Morning walkers, cy-

clists, and joggers working 
out near India Gate amid 
dipping air quality in New 
Delhi were seen affected due 
to the dip in the air quality.

Earlier on Saturday eve-
ning, several parts of the 
national capital fell into the 
‘severe’ category of AQI. The 
AQI in the Anand Vihar 
area on Saturday evening 
was recorded at 457 which 
falls under the ‘severe’ cate-
gory. It is likely to be around 
440 on Monday. 

Air quality in the adjoin-
ing Noida was also in the 
‘severe’ category. 

The air quality in the na-
tional capital is also affected 
because of stubble burning 
in surrounding Punjab, Ut-
tar Pradesh, Haryana and 
Rajasthan in the winter. 

Meanwhile, Commission 
for Air Quality Manage-
ment in NCR and adjoining 
areas has intensified its ef-
forts to ensure enforcement 

and compliance with its di-
rections in view of deterio-
rating air quality in Delhi. 

The Commission has is-
sued closure directions to 45 
coal-based industrial units 
in Rajasthan. Further, 32 
coal-based units (9 in Hary-
ana and 23 in UP) have been 
closed down permanently. 
48 units (8 in Haryana and 
40 in UP) have temporarily 
suspended their operations 
till these units are converted 
to approved fuels. 

The Graded Response Ac-
tion Plan (GRAP) sub-com-
mittee decided to implement 
Stage III of GRAP in the en-
tire NCR in a move to pre-
vent further deterioration of 
air quality. 

“Under this, all construc-
tion work will be banned 
except for special projects 
like Central Vista and other 
projects of national need,” 
read the official press re-
lease from Commission for 
Air Quality Management in 
NCR and Adjoining Areas.  
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Yamuna river in Delhi. 
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If  there is one State where 
the Narendra Modi brand 
of development has es-

tablished new milestones, it 
is Himachal Pradesh (HP). 
Social security pension is 
being provided to about 7.50 
lakh people by spending an 
amount of Rs 1300 crore, 
whereas previous Congress 
government had spent only 
Rs 400 crore to provide social 
security pension to less than 
4 lakh people of the State. 
Nine food parks of multina-
tional companies have been 
established in the State and 
the State has also emerged 
as a pharma hub for over 12 
companies who are exporting 
their products world-wide. 
The status of Special Cate-
gory State was also restored 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi as also the 90:10 ratio 
for Central and State share in 
projects. Under Congress, the 
ratio for Himachal, was only 
60:40.

Himachal attained Open 
Defecation Free (ODF) sta-
tus on 28th October, 2016. 
Rural areas in the State have 
continuous 24 hours of power 
supply. 12891 unelectrified 
households have been elec-
trified under the “Saubha-
gya Yojana” in HP.  Through 
“Pradhan Mantri Greeb Kaly-

an Anna Yojana” (PMGKAY), 
more than 7 lakh households 
were benefitted during the 
pandemic. Adding 10 GW of 
renewable energy capacity by 
2030 under “Swaran Jayanti 
Energy Policy” by giving one-
time relaxation to power pro-
ducers to construct pending 
hydropower projects,is yet 
another visionary step by 
PM Modi. Distribution of, off-
grid solar power systems of 
250 W each to 1500 families 
below the poverty line (BPL) 
in Pangi valley, Lahaul, and 
Spiti, in order to promote re-
newable energy, has been a 
unique step.

As per the State budget for 
FY 2022-23, the BJP govern-
ment has passed the proposal 
to install roof top solar panel 
energy systems in 50 govern-
ment colleges, 50 schools and 
20 ITIs to accelerate the use 
of renewable energy. State-
run SJVN has won the 15 
MW floating solar power 
project in Bilaspur and this 
shall help in fulfilling Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
vision of generating 500GW 
of energy by 2030 from non-
fossil sources. The project is 
expected to generate over 
32.85 MU (million units) in 
the first year and the cumula-
tive energy generation over a 
period of 25 years will be over 
756 MU.

Kol Dam Project which was 
started during the tenure of 
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
government, was eventually 
dedicated to the State, by 
Prime Minister Modi. The 
Atal tunnel was also a gift of 
PM Modi to the people of the 
State. Cutting through the Pir 
Panjal range, this tunnel has 
reduced distance between 

Manali and Leh by 46 km 
and travel time by five hours. 
Besides sanctioning IIM and 
AIIMS projects, medical col-
leges at Chamba, Sirmour, 
Hamirpur and Mandi are 
coming up, thanks to the 
Modi government at the 
Centre. Himachal Pradesh 
became the first State of the 
country to achieve the target 
of cent per cent vaccination 
of the target group. Over 9.37 
lakh farmers of the State are 
being provided Rs 6000 per 
year under PM Kisan, while 
over 8.37 lakh connections 
were provided in the State, 
under the “Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion” (JJM) scheme, during 
the last two years alone. Dur-
ing the last forty years only 8 
lakh water connections were 
provided in the State. Thanks 
to JJM, along with an initia-
tive called “Jal se Krishi ko 
Bal” to extend water facilities 
to farmers, as of today, more 
than 16 lakh households have 
tap water supply in HP.

Under “Jal Jeevan Mission”, 
the State government has 
also succeeded in providing 
households of Tashigang 
village, the country’s high-
est polling station situated 
at an altitude of 15256 feet in 
district Lahaul-Spiti, with 
tap water. In order to free the 
women from the ill effects of 
harmful emissions, the Modi 
Government ‘s “PM Ujjawala 
Yojana” and the State BJP’s 
own “Mukhya Mantri Grihini 
Suvidha Yojana”,have been 
making lives easier for wom-
en.  Under both schemes, the 
“double engine sarkaar” pro-
vided free LPG cylinders to 
more than 4.69 lakh benefi-
ciary families.

Besides the Rs 261 crore 
medical device park coming 
up at Nalagarh, over 5.40 lakh 
people were registered under 
the “Himcare” scheme and Rs 
340 crore has been spent on 
over 18,000 patients regis-
tered under “Sahara Yojana”. 
Under “Ayushman Bharat”, a 
total of 4.33 lakh families are 
availing benefits. The State 
is also fortunate that despite 
being small, it not only has 

a National President in the 
form of the very dynamic and 
erudite, J.P. Nadda, but also 
Union Minister in the form of 
Anurag Singh Thakur, hold-
ing important portfolios of In-
formation and Broadcasting 
and Youth Affairs and Sports. 
The “Maha Jan Sampark Ab-
hiyan” under the astute lead-
ership of J.P. Nadda and the 
‘Chale Booth Ki Ore-Badhe 
Jeet Ki Ore’,have been mas-
sive successes. 

Infrastructural develop-
ment in the State of Himachal 
Pradesh was never a matter of 
concern for the Congress Par-
ty. The current BJP govern-
ment has, however, ensured 
that land acquisitions take 
place smoothly with an em-
phasis on fair compensation, 
transparency and rehabilita-
tion. “Pradhan Mantri Gram 
Sadak Yojana” (PMGSY) has 
indeed initiated a paradigm 
shift in the way rural roads 
are designed, monitored, 
built, governed and man-
aged, thus ushering in  sus-
tainable rural infrastructure 
development and mainte-
nance. Roads are the arter-
ies through which India’s 
economy throbs and thrives. 
By connecting farmers to 
markets, children to schools, 
rural to urban areas and the 
sick to hospitals, roads have 
become vital for economic 
prosperity and poverty re-
duction. More than 20,000 
km has been constructed in 

the State since the inception 
of PMGSY. In a recent visit to 
Mandi (Choti Kashi), Prime 
Minister Modi inaugurated 
and laid the foundation stone 
of hydropower projects worth 
Rs 11,000 crore that will help 
boost HP’s economy. The BJP 
under the leadership of the 
PM also laid the foundation 
stone of the Renukaji Dam 
project. This project was 
pending for around three 
decades, but was made pos-

sible through the vision of co-
operative federalism, when 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttar 
Pradesh, Haryana, Rajast-
han, Uttarakhand and Delhi 
were brought together by the 
Modi government to make 
the project possible. The 40 
MW project is being built at a 
cost of around Rs 7000 crore. 
The Prime Minister also laid 
the foundation stone of the 
Luhri Stage-1 Hydro Power 
Project. The 210 MW project 
will be built at a cost of over 
Rs 1800 crore. It will lead to 
the generation of over 750 
million units of electricity 
per year. The Dhaulasidh 
Hydro Power Project is the 
first hydropower project in 
the Hamirpur district. The 
66 MW project is being built 
at a cost of over Rs 680 crore. 
It will lead to the generation 
of over 300 million units of 
electricity per year. The 11 
MW Sawra-Kuddu Hydro 
Power project, inaugurated 
recently by the Prime Min-

ister has been built at a cost 
of around Rs 2080 crore and 
will generate over 380 million 
units of electricity per year. 

The “Double Engine 
Sarkar” has enabled the 
presence of industrial corri-
dors and multi-modal logistic 
hubs, export promotion in-
dustrial parks, trade exhibi-
tion centers, R&D infrastruc-
ture and internet penetration 
in the rural areas of Himachal 
Pradesh. J.P. Nadda who hails 
from the hill State, has been 
overseeing the preparations, 
right from strengthening 
the Party’s presence at the 
booth level to firming up 
the campaign points and the 
narrative to be underscored 
at public rallies. In the past 
few months, he has been 
travelling extensively meet-
ing Party workers and gal-
vanising the cadre to ensure 
that the Party comes back 
to power with a thumping 
majority. In fact, soon after 
the BJP, under Nadda’s able 
leadership, won elections in 
Goa, Uttarakhand, Manipur 
and Uttar Pradesh, earlier 
this year, he made a quick 
visit to HP.

AIIMS, Bilaspur, in Him-
achal Pradesh, spread over 
247 acres, at a cost of Rs 1470 
crore, is a modern, 750-bed 
hospital that offers 18 spe-
cialty and 17 super-specialty 
departments, 24 hour emer-
gency and dialysis facilities 
and a 30-bed Ayush, block.It 
was inaugurated by PM Modi 
on 5th October, 2022 and is a 
glowing example of how pro-
viding affordable healthcare 
is one of the key cornerstones 
of the visionary Modi govern-
ment. If leadership is indeed 
about walking the talk, then 
the rapid progress by Him-
achal Pradesh, thanks to the 
Modi government, is a classic 
example of how intent and ex-
ecution have converged seam-
lessly, to ensure growth with 
equity.

Ms Sanju Verma is an Economist, 
National Spokesperson of 
BJP and Bestselling Author of   
“The Modi Gambit”.

Himachal polls: The 
Modi and Nadda factors
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP President J.P. Nadda will 
have huge impact in Assembly elections in Himachal Pradesh. 

IndIa’s cause

‘double engIne sarkar’

It is not without a reason that 31 October is one of the 
most significant dates in modern Indian history. It 
was on this day, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the Iron 
man of India was born and it was also on this day that 
Indira Gandhi, the greatest mass leader of the last 
century was assassinated in her own house by her 
two bodyguards. Patel was not only an unifier but a 
very able administrator who through his grit and de-
termination ensured that the over 600 princely Ri-
yasats became a part of the Indian Nation. A staunch 
Congressman, he could have made a very good Prime 
Minister as well but bowed to the wishes of Mahatma 
Gandhi who preferred Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru for 
the coveted job. Nehru and Patel were devoted follow-
ers of the Father of the Nation and could never ever 
dream of letting him down. Gandhiji probably took 
the decision because he saw in Nehru a person who 
could lay the foundation of an Independent India and 
moreover in his view Patel was much older at that 
point of time. Patel passed away in 1950, three years 
after the country got its freedom, leaving behind his 
rich legacy. Such is his 
legacy that over the 
years, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party which is 
vehemently opposed 
to the ideology of the 
Congress has tried to 
appropriate it. First it 
was Mr L.K.Advani, 
who saw himself as 
an Iron Man as well 
and later the current 
BJP leadership con-
tyinues to be in total 
awe of this tall personality. Patel and Nehru were 
often not on the same page but that did not prevent 
them from working together. Both loved their coun-
try and always had the Nation’s interests in mind. In-
dira Gandhi was one of the strongest leaders to have 
led the central government. She never shirked away 
from challenges and first carved out a place for her-
self by breaking the Congress in 1969 in order to take 
on the combined might of many senior leaders during 
the Presidential election where her nominee, V.V.Giri 
defeated the official party candidate, Neelam Sanjiva 
Reddy by a very close margin. Next, she defied the 
United State President Richard Nixon who had been 
openly siding with Pakistan despite its brutalities 
on the Bengali population of its own country. Indira 
Gandhi took the decision to end this violation of hu-
man rights and the mass murders and rapes of the 
Bengalis by taking Pakistan head on. The result was 
that Bangladesh was created and the Indian Army 
took 93,000 Pakistani soldiers as Prisoners of War. 
The then Jan Sangh leader and later the Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Behari Vajpayee compared her with Goddess 
Durga at that time. Indira Gandhi committed several 
mistakes also like imposing the Emergency in 1975 for 
which she paid a heavy price; she was defeated from 
Rae Bareilly in the 1977 general elections. The sec-
ond mistake was sending the Army into the Golden 
Temple complex, which also subsequently became the 
reason for her assassination. The anti-Sikh riots that 
followed her killing shall always remain a big blot on 
our history. On Monday, a grateful Nation should re-
member and pay tributes to two of the finest leaders 
we have had.

Pankaj Vohra

perspective
RemembeRing histoRy 

31 october has 
great sIgnIfIcance 
In modern IndIan 
hIstory

The United Nations Organi-
zation has seen a whirlwind 
of changes sweeping through 
the discourse of expanding its 
security council with peace 
loving India at its centrestage. 
It is believed to be a moment 
of reckoning for the world to 
see the Republic of India -- 
one of the largest democracies 
in the world to support the 
smooth transition of world 
governance from conflict-
oriented diplomacy pursued 

by the most affluent nations 
to an egalitarian, humane and 
consensus based consultative 
diplomacy of the developing 
world. China may not be will-
ing to resist the proposal of 
India to become a powerful 
arbiter of the world security 
as its trade relations with In-
dia will certainly be strength-
ened only if it supports the le-
gitimate right of the second 
largely populated country to 
be the permanent member of 
the United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC).

Brazil and African Union 
do strategically look for per-
manent membership in the 
UNSC. However, the United 
Kingdom and US besides sev-
eral EU members are mostly 
on the same page to moder-
nise the UNO at the earliest. 
The UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres has em-
phatically stated: “With the 
structural aspects of the re-

forms now well consolidated, 
it is imperative to keep the 
foot in the pedal to achieve the 
cultural change we need for 
greater collaboration across 
pillars and tangible results 
for people on the ground.” It 
is high time to reflect on these 
lines of political wisdom that 
multilateral diplomacy can 
alone distinguish the crux of 
geopolitics and solve many of 
the regional conflicts through 
a comprehensive system of 
world governance.

The Vice-president of the 
European Commission Jo-
seph Borell insists the need 
to revive multilateralism in 
the multipolar world. He 
has claimed the European 
perspective as follows: “We 
have three objectives when 
it comes to shaping multi-
lateralism: to consolidate 
what works, to reform what 
no longer works well and to 
extend the scope of multilat-

eralism to new areas.” Even 
though, the possibility of 
Russia’s nuclear torpedo at-
tacks has silenced the peace 
lovers of the Europe and Asia 
while engaging with spurt in 
arms race orchestrated by the 
weapon manufacturers and 
the war lobbies.  The feasibil-
ity of defending the peaceful 
co-existence will be problem-
atized by the changing per-
ceptions of the world leaders, 
as they face the crisis of cost 
of living and sudden increase 
in the borrowing rates.

Many wonder whether 
India wants to be just an-
other permanent member 
without any special power 
of veto. It is highly chaotic 
and internecine if the world 
runs into a nuclear conflict 
between the wealthiest na-
tions. Every other nation is 
seriously concerned with 
sky-rocketing energy price 
and cost of living crisis tak-

ing toll on welfarism. There 
could be another economic 
recession silencing several 
industries including IT and 
ITES across the world. Most 
of the international politi-
cal observers believe that a 
peace-loving India can alone 
enrich and promote the no-
tions of equitable growth 
and multicultural interface 
through her impeccable role 
as a consultative democracy. 
Even Pakistan may get great-
ly benefitted if it supports 
India’s candidature for the 
permanent position in the 
UNSC.

The Great Britain and 
France have already vouch-
safed their immaculate sup-
port to India along with sev-
eral other commonwealth 
countries in making the 
world governance quite rel-
evant with India as an arbi-
ter of peace. Russia and sev-
eral European counterparts 

want India to play an active 
role in the global diplomatic 
forums. India is undoubt-
edly a global leader of multi-
ethnic, multilingual, multi-
religious, and multicultural 
society with the vision for a 
vibrant democratic tradition 
in policy making and imple-
mentation. Our multipolar 
world has a few conglomer-
ates sabotaging the country 
of Mahatma Gandhi and 
Buddha to be an ordinary 
member of the UNSC with-
out any permanency.   

A large number of Non-res-
ident Indians (NRI’s) serve 
the world with absolute faith 
in social harmony and peace. 
Almost, every seasoned dip-
lomat agrees privately or 
publicly, that a country of 
one billion people ought to be 
a permanent member of the 
UNSC with a special power 
of veto. It can strengthen the 
conceptual domain of equal 

representation of the world 
polity throughout its innu-
merable avenues of human 
empowerment without any 
bias towards the low- and 
middle-income countries. 

At this juncture of Ukraine-
Russia war, the international 
peace negotiators look for a 
comprehensive negotiation 
to end the conflict all at once 
and focus on rehabilitation of 
millions of refugees, victims 
of violence and torture be-
sides destitutes and orphans. 
It is the moral responsibility 
of the UNSC to bring them 
to the table in order to find a 
way out of this war.

India gains her unique po-
sition as the reliable strategic 
partner of all the permanent 
members of the UNSC at 
this critical time, as there is 
a need to bring in highly con-
sultative peace negotiators 
on board to prevent Russia 
and Ukraine gearing up an-

other nuclear war. It could 
be leading to a full-blown 
world war, which might de-
stroy several advanced coun-
tries in a few days. There are 
several Turkish and Israel 
led peace negotiations end-
ing up in fiasco, as the sig-
nificance of India becomes 
apparent to stand firmly on 
Gandhian principles of non-
violence and boundless love 
for one another to establish 
the world peace through 
intense negotiations. Are 
we really ready to use our 
Diplomatic machinery to ac-
complish this noble mission? 
Can we rescue millions of 
innocent civilians from an-
other world war? India can 
lead the world with her mul-
tilateral diplomacy to restore 
world peace at once.

Mangalaprathaban Muralid-
haran is a Course Developer 
and Corporate Trainer.

Permanent UNSC membership for India in multipolar world

Patel was not only an 
unifier but a very able 
administrator who through 
his grit and determination 
ensured that the over 
600 princely Riyasats 
became a part of the 
Indian Nation. A staunch 
Congressman, he could 
have made a very good 
Prime Minister as well.

The “Double Engine Sarkar” has enabled 
the presence of industrial corridors 
and multi-modal logistic hubs, export 
promotion industrial parks, trade 
exhibition centers, R&D infrastructure and 
internet penetration in the rural areas of 
Himachal Pradesh. J.P. Nadda who hails 
from the hill State, has been overseeing the 
preparations, right from strengthening 
the Party’s presence at the booth level.

opinion
SANju VeRMA 
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The Karnataka High Court 
observed while dealing with 
the bail plea of a man who 
married a minor Muslim 
girl, the court has rejected 
the argument that a mar-
riage of minor Muslim girl’s 
upon attaining puberty (i.e., 
15 years of age) will not con-
travene The Prohibition Of 
Child Marriage Act, 2006.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Rajendra Badami-
kar observed that the POC-
SO Act is a Special Act and 
it overrides personal law 
and as per this act and pre-
scribed age is 18 years for in-
volving in sexual activities.

The Court order came 
days after Punjab and 
Haryana High Court reiter-
ated that the Muslim female 
of age 15 years and above 
can marry a person of her 
choice on her own consent 

and willingness, and such 
a marriage in terms of Sec-
tion 12 of the Prohibition of 
Child Marriage Act 2006 
would not be declared as 
void.

Background of the Case
In the present case, the 

accused was booked for 

the offences which is being 
punishable under Section 9 
and Section 10 of the Prohi-
bition of Child Marriage Act, 
2006 and Sections 4 and 6 
of the POCSO Act, 2012 on 
the ground that the accused 
had married and impreg-
nated a Muslim minor girl.

The present case came to 
light to the court when on 
June 16, 2022, the victim 
who being the wife of the 
accused has approached the 
Primary Health Centre for 
a medical check-up and on 
examination wherein it was 
found that she was preg-

nant. It was also revealed 
that she was aged about 17 
years. A complaint against 
the petitioner was lodged by 
the Sub-Inspector of Police 
of K.R.Puram Police Station.

Before the High Court, 
the counsel seeking for bail 
argued that under Moham-
medan Law, puberty is the 
consideration for marriage 
and normal puberty age is 
treated as 15 years hence, in 
the instant case, since the 
girl had attained puberty 
and there was no commis-
sion of offence under Sec-
tions 9 and 10 of the Child 
Marriage Restrain Act, 1929.

It was categorically being 
rejected by the court that 
this argument by stressing 
that POCSO Act is a Special 
Act and it overrides person-
al law and as per the same. 
However, the age for involv-
ing in sexual activities is 18 
years.  The Court while 

taking into consideration 
into account the fact that 
the victim was aged about 
17 years and was capable of 
understanding things, the 
Court went on to observe 
that there was no evidence 
to show that any objections 
to her marriage has been 
raised by her and therefore, 
it was prima-facie evident 
that she was under the in-
fluence of her parents and 
she was also a consenting 
party though.

Further, the court added 
that the petitioner is the 
husband of the victim and 
looking to these facts and 
circumstances, there is no 
serious dispute regarding 
the marriage as the petition-
er himself has produced the 
relevant documents before 
the Trial, while granting 
bail to the accused on his 
executing a personal bond 
for a sum of 1 lakh.

IN COURT

Karnataka High Court: Minor Muslim 
Girl’s Marriage Invalid; POSCO Act 
Overrides Personal Law
TDG NETWORK 

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: INSURANCE 
COMPANY CANNOT TAKE 
A DEFENSE WHICH DID 
NOT FORM THE BASIS OF 
REPUDIATION OF THE CLAIM

The Supreme Court in the 
case JSK Industries Pvt 
Ltd vs Oriental Insurance 
Company Limited observed 
that in a claim made by the 
insured before a consumer 
commission, the defense 
cannot be taken by the insur-
ance company from the basis 
of repudiation of the claim.

In the present case, the 
insurance claim ground for 
repudiation was that there 
was no sufficient balance 
to cover the declaration 
and/or loss. The appeal was 
dismissed by National Con-
sumer Disputes Redressal 
Commission against the 
State Consumer Disputes 
Redressal Commission or-
der dismissing the complaint 
on a different ground that 
they had converted “from 
anywhere in India to any-
where in India” policy into 
the sales turnover policy 
which is covering transpor-
tation of goods only from 
two locations. 

It was contended by the 
appellant before the Apex 
Court that the insurance 
company could not have 
resisted a claim petition on 
grounds beyond those cited 
by them while repudiating 
a claim. The court relied on 
a decision of the Supreme 
Court in the case Saurashtra 
Chemicals Ltd. v. National 
Insurance Co. Ltd.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Dinesh Maheshwari 
and Justice Aniruddha Bose 
observed and has referred 
to a decision in Saurash-
tra Chemicals Ltd and ob-
served that it being a claim 
relating to standard fire and 
special perils policy. The re-
pudiation was solely on the 
ground that a spontaneous 

combustion did not result 
into fire and loss had not 
been caused by the fire as 
stipulated by policy condi-
tions. However, the insured 
had approached the Nation-
al Commission. Once the 
insurance company took a 
defence in the Commission 
was that the intimation of 
claim was with delay for 
over a month. According to 
the insurance company, the 
delay caused vitiated condi-
tion 6(i) of the general condi-
tions of the policy, as appli-
cable in that case. Before the 
National Commission, the 
insurance company was suc-
cessful. An appeal was pre-
ferred by the insured which 
was heard and decided by 
a Coordinate Bench. Thus, 
the main point on which 
the case was that the insur-
ance company was taking a 
defense which did not form 
the basis of repudiation of 
the claim and this being in 
the context this Court held 
this was impermissible.

The court while observing 
the facts and circumstances 
observed that the National 
Commission ought not 
to have gone beyond the 
grounds of repudiation and 
into the nature of coverage. 
These all are being the terms 
of art which is applicable to 
the insurance trade.

While allowing the appeal, 
the bench remanded the 
matter to the State Commis-
sion for taking a decision 
afresh on the claim of the in-
sured on the grounds which 
formed the basis of repudia-
tion and for determining as 
to whether at the material 
point of time there was suf-
ficient balance to cover the 
claim on account of decla-
ration made as regards loss 
suffered by the insured.

The Supreme Court in the 
case Subramanya vs State 
of Karnataka observed that 
the extra judicial confession 
of a co -accused could not be 
relied on as substantive evi-
dence.

The bench comprising of 
CJI UU Lalit and Justice JB 
Pardiwala observed that 
the confession made by co  
accused could be used only 
in support of the evidence 
and the same could not be 
made a foundation for a 
conviction.

It was observed by the 
bench while allowing the 
appeal filed by a murder 
convict. In the present case, 
the Trial Court acquitted 
the murder accused, but 
the appeal filed by the State 

was allowed by the Karna-
taka High Court and has 
convicted the accused. Thus, 
the High Court had relied on 
an extra judicial confession 
made by one co-accused for 
convicting the accused.

Before the Apex Court, one 
of the contentions raised in 
appeal was that the High 
Court committed a serious 
error in making of the extra 
judicial confession as the 
basis and thereafter going 
in search for corroboration. 
It was contended that his 
confession made by the co-
accused, even if proved, the 
same cannot be the basis of 
a conviction and although 
it is evidence in the generic 
sense, yet it is not being 
the evidence in the specific 
sense and it could afford cor-
roboration to other evidence 

and the same cannot be the 
supporting point or the sole 
basis of the conviction. On 
the other hand, it was con-
tended by the State that the 
extra judicial confession al-
leging to have been made by 
the co-accused is admissible 
against the accused.

While referring to Section 
30 of the Indian Evidence 
Act, 1872 and earlier deci-
sions of the Supreme court.

The bench observed that 
the court find that the view 
was affirmed that confes-
sion of a co accused could 
only be considered but 

could not be relied on as 
substantive evidence... The 
case in hand is being one of 
a confession recorded under 
Section 15 of the TADA Act. 
As stated under sub section 
(1) of Section 15, a confes-
sion made by an accused is 
made admissible evidence 
as against all those tried 
jointly with him. So, it is 
implicit that the same can 
be considered against all 
those, tried together and 
in view of the matter, the 
Section 30 of the Evidence 
Act need not be invoked for 
consideration of confes-
sion of an accused against 
the co accused, conspirator 
or abettor charged and has 
tried in the same case along 
with the accused. Thus, the 
accepted principle in law is 
that the confessional state-

ment of an accused record-
ed under Section 15 of the 
TADA Act is a substantive 
piece of evidence against his 
co accused, provided by the 
concerned accused are tried 
together. There is a very fine 
distinction between an extra 
judicial confession being a 
corroborative piece of evi-
dence and a confession re-
corded under Section 15 of 
the TADA Act being treated 
as a substantive piece of evi-
dence.

The court observed that 
the evidence of discovery 
of the weapon, clothes and 
dead body of the deceased 
at the instance of the ac-
cused can hardly be treated 
as legal evidence, the court 
stated while restoring and 
allowing the acquittal of the 
accused.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Extra Judicial Confession Of A Co-
Accused Cannot Be Relied On A Substantive Evidence; 
It Is Only A Corroborative Piece Of Evidence
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court 
in the case Tarun 
Aggarwal vs Union 

of India observed that if 
a court restricts the an-
ticipatory bail up to fram-
ing of charge, the stated 
order should discuss the 
peculiar facts and cir-
cumstances of the matter 
which warranted such 
restriction.

In the present case, it 
has been restricted by the 
Allahabad High Court 
that the anticipatory bail 
granted to the accused 
only till framing of the 
charge.  

It was observed that in 
response to the Special 
Leave Petition filed by the 
accused, the ASG KM Na-
taraj justifying the order 
by relying on a decision 

in the case Nathu Singh 
vs. State of Uttar Pradesh. 

The court in the said deci-
sion upheld that though 

normally, the anticipatory 
bail should not be granted 

for a specific period, the 
court cannot limit the 

tenure of the anticipatory 
bail, if the facts and cir-

cumstances are so made 
out. The time has been re-

quested by the ASG for fil-
ing counter affidavit so as 
to substantiate the reasons 
for limiting the period of 
anticipatory bail. 

The Court observed that 
this court is not inclined to 
grant time to file reply in 
as much as the counter af-
fidavit cannot supplement 
the reasons given in the 
impugned order. In its im-
pugned order, the mind of 
judges would be reflected 
as to what were the pecu-
liar facts and circumstanc-
es which warranted limit-
ing the anticipatory bail for 
a particular period. Thus, 
the perusal of the entire or-
der would reveal that there 
is no discussion at all with 
regard to the same. There-
fore, the court quashed the 
part of the impugned order 
restricting the anticipatory 
bail up to framing of charge.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: ORDER GRANTING ANTICIPATORY 
BAIL ONLY TILL FRAMING OF CHARGE; THERE SHOULD 
BE A REASONS FOR SUCH RESTRICTION
TDG NETWORK 
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MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION, JYOTIRADITYA 
SCINDIA INAUGURATES THREE FLIGHTS 
CONNECTING FIVE CITIES IN THE NORTH-EAST

AVIATION

Minister of Civil 
Aviation, Jyoti-
raditya M. Scin-

dia along with  MoS Civil 
Aviation, Gen. Dr Vijay 
Kumar Singh (Rtd.) has in-
augurated the operation of 
three flights connecting five 
cities of Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mani-
pur, and Mizoram.

The enhanced aerial con-
nectivity in the mountain-
ous cities of the five states 
of north-eastern part of the 
country will play a vital role 
in creating the ease of living 
for the residents of region 
and boosting tourism and 
trade.

In his inaugural address,  
Minister of Civil Aviation 
Jyotiraditya M. Scindia con-
gratulated the people of the 
region and said that today is 
a very auspicious day that 
we have taken such a signif-
icant step in the direction of 
providing air connectivity 
to every part of the country. 

The minister further said 
that Union Government 
has given special emphasis 
on the air connectivity for 
the north-eastern region. 
In the last eight years, seven 
airports have been devel-
oped in the region. Under 
UDAN scheme, 14% routes 
have been awarded to the 
north-east. Under UDAN 
4.2, about 18% routes have 
been awarded to the north-
east.  A Rs 500 crore cor-
pus has been dedicated to 
the air-connectivity of the 

northeast.  Under Krishi 
UDAN, 25 airports have 

been incentivised in the re-
gion.  Minister announced 

that under International 
UDAN, two new routes 

Agartala-Chittagong-Agar-
tala and Imphal-Mandalay-

Imphal will be operation-
alised which will expand 
the scope of air connectivity 
in the north-eastern states 
from national to the inter-
national level.  

MoS, Civil Aviation Gen. 
Dr Vijay Kumar Singh 
(Rtd.) said that it is matter 
of great pleasure that this 
additional air connectivity 
is being provided for the 
north-eastern region of the 
country. It will facilitate the 
travel between the states 
and help people traveling 
for various purposes and 
contribute to the growth of 
the region.  

Flight connecting 
Imphal-Aizawl-Imphal 
under RCS UDAN will 
commence from 30th 
October 2022 and oper-
ate 5 times a week 

Flight connecting 
Shillong-Lilabari-Shil-
long under RCS UDAN 
will commence from 
31st OCTOBER 2022 and 
operate 4 times a week

Flight connecting 
Lilabari-Ziro-Lilabari 
will commence from 
30th October 2022 and 
operate 2 times a week
Under International 
UDAN, two new routes 
Agartala-Chittagong-
Agartala and Imphal-
Mandalay-Imphal will 
be operationalised : 
Scindia
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ALL INDIA RADIO TO 
BROADCAST IT’S ANNUAL 
SARDAR PATEL MEMORIAL 
LECTURE ON OCTOBER 31, 
THE NATIONAL UNITY DAY

All India Radio will 
broadcast the annual Edi-
tion of Sardar Patel Me-
morial Lecture tomorrow. 
Union Minister of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting 
& Minister of Youth Af-
fairs and Sports, Anurag 
Singh Thakur will deliver 
the address. It will be on 
air  between 9.30-10pm 
on Monday, 31st October 
across the entire net-
work of All India Radio. 
Listeners can tune into 
100.1FM GOLD, 102.6 
FM Rainbow , Primary 
Channels of All India 
Radio, airnewsalerts on 
Twitter, NewsOnAirOf-
ficial YouTube Channel 
and NewsOnAir App to 
access the broadcast.

 Doordarshan News will 
telecast Sardar Patel Me-
morial Lecture between 
10-10.30pm on the same 
day.

 Another Program titled, 
Sardar Patel- Rashtriya 
Ekta Ke Shilpi based on 
profile of Iron Man of 
India and excerpts from 
the previous editions of 
Sardar Patel Memorial 
Lecture will be broadcast 
between 4.30-5pm on 
the National Unity Day 
tomorrow. 

ABOUT SARDAR 
PATEL MEMORIAL 
LECTURE:

Sardar Patel Memorial 
Lecture is organized by 
All lndia Radio in the 

memory of Sardar Val-

labh Bhai Patel, a great vi-
sionary who had National 
cohesion uppermost in 
his mind. It has been an 
honoured tradition since 
1955

and eminent personali-
ties like  C.Rajgopalachari, 
Dr. Zakir Hussain, Morar-
aji Desai, Dr.A.P.J Abdul 
Kalam, Jayant Narlikar, 
M.S.Swaminathan , Arun 
Jaitley, Ajit Doval and 
S.Jaishankar are among 
those who have delivered 
this 

prestigious memorial 
lecture in the past on wide 
ranging subjects on India 
and its socio-economic 
strides.. The recording of 
the lecture, is broadcast 
across the entire network 
of All lndia Radio on 31st 
October, the occasion of 
the birth 

anniversary of Sardar 
Patel, now known as the 
National Unity Day.

Union Minister of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting 
& Minister of Youth Af-
fairs and Sports, Anurag 
Singh Thakur will deliver 
the address. 

Broadcast will be avail-
able between 9.30-10pm 
across the entire network 
of All India Radio across 
the country. 

Doordarshan News to 
telecast Sardar Pa-
tel Memorial Lecture 
between 10-10.30pm on 
Monday,October 31
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“Memes, Trademark, Creators, Legal Protection”
CAN MEMES BE TRADEMARK?

ANALYSIS

ABSTRACT

Memes have a lot of brand 
power; some meme cre-
ators have been successful 
in registering trademarks 
and copyright, while oth-
ers have missed out. In 
terms of intellectual prop-
erty rights, memes are still 
contested ground. I’d like 
to inform you that LeBron 
James attempted to trade-
mark “Taco Tuesday,” but 
the application was denied 
by the USPTO because 
“viral memes are fleeting.” 
Damn submitted the words 
“Damn Daniel, back at it 
again” on a sales tag of a t-
shirt to settle the office ac-
tion; the words are just dec-
orative, but the usage of the 
applied for mark on the tag 
acts as a source indication.

Even though trademark-
ing memes is challeng-
ing, people continue to file 
meme trademark applica-
tions. In this context, I’ve 
included several examples 
of trademarked meme uses. 
Regarding memes, I’ve of-
fered the viewpoints of US 
trademark law and Indian 
trademark law. When a 

meme is utilised for com-
mercial purposes, Laney 
Griner has been meticulous 
in defending her rights. Her 
attorneys issued a letter to 
Steve King seeking the re-
moval of the image and re-
imbursement of any monies 
collected as a consequence 
of his use of “Success Kid” 
in a fundraising drive with-
out her authorization.

Memes must now follow 
long-established laws to be 
considered protected intel-
lectual property. The impact 
on the intellectual property 
realm will become clearer as 
memes grow more prevalent.

INTRODUCTION
According to the Lan-

ham Act, a trademark is 
“any word, name, symbol, 
or device, or any combina-
tion thereof.”A meme is 
an idea, a style, an activity, 
behaviour, a video, a catch-
phrase, or a GIF that travels 
through the internet from 
person to person.

According to the previ-
ously established cogni-
tive concept, a meme is the 
smallest unit of culture that 

can be consistently copied; a 
trademark designation can 
be a meme. In determin-
ing whether trademarks 
qualify as memes in the 
cognitive sense, size, “in-
dependent memorizable 
meaning,” and audience 
cultural attitudes all play 
a role .Trademarks such 
as McDONALD’S might 
be categorised as a meme 
based on a memetic theory 
research, but if it also meets 
Dawkins’ three conditions 
of replication, variation, 
and selection would decide 
its categorization.

TRADEMARK LAW IN 
INDIA & US: COMPAR-
ATIVE ANALYSIS

Memes are continuously 
evolving, with the text or 
slogan on the picture or 
video changing. This shift 
calls into question the idea 
that memes may be trade-
marked. However, this 
hasn’t prevented a slew of 
businesses from attempting 
to trademark memes. 

Until then, it’s best to con-
sider before you share, be-
cause someone is constantly 
watching on the Internet! 
One thing is certain: some-
one is spreading a meme on 
social media right now, as 
you read this. Memes are 
becoming an increasingly 
important element of our 
social relationships, and as 
with any developing phe-
nomena, legal consequenc-
es will emerge. 

After the matching words 
or catchphrases occur as 

part of a popular media 
event, viral meme mark ap-
plications emerge . Almost 
majority of these applica-
tions are based on claimed 
future use of the mark in 
commerce rather than ac-
tual usage. When the USP-
TO receives an application, 
a Trademark Examiner 
reviews it to ensure that all 
registration criteria have 
been completed . Unless 
statutorily forbidden, “no 
trademark shall be rejected 
registration” if the applica-
tion fits the conditions . As 
a result, it is the USPTO’s 
responsibility to show that 
a mark should not be regis-
tered. Trademark rights are 
acquired by usage rather 
than registration . One ad-
vantage of submitting a fed-
eral trademark application 
is that it gives the trademark 
owner countrywide prior-
ity in the mark for the items 
included in the application, 
even if the trademark own-
er has not yet done business 
across the country .

In the case of viral meme 
trademark applications, 
there are two typical rea-
sons for denial.The USPTO 
will reject trademark ap-
plications that “falsely rep-
resent a tie with persons, 
alive or deceased, organisa-
tions, ideologies, or national 
symbols” .Second, the US 
Patent and Trademark Of-
fice has the ability to deny 
registration if the mark is 
widely used. According to 
this logic, the more widely 
a term is used, the less likely 

it is to be used to identify a 
specific source by the gener-
al public, and the less likely 
consumers will recognise it 
as a trademark ”. 

A trademark is a term, 
phrase, symbol, or design 
that is used to identify the 
source of products. These 
are brand markings that 
provide a product or ser-
vice a unique identity or 
assist consumers in distin-
guishing between different 
products or services. Is it 
possible that your meme 
will serve as a source indi-
cation for your products or 
services?

If we talk about Indian 
trademark law, the defini-
tion of trademark includes 
colours, certification marks 
& collective marks, shape of 
goods, packaging, capable 
of distinguishing the goods 
& services of one person 
from those of others & mark 
capable of being represent-
ed graphically. So memes 
can be registered under the 
Trademarks act, 1999.

UltraPro has also regis-
tered for Doge registration, 
owing to the Doge’s rising 
popularity on social media. 
What are the ramifications? 
Is a person responsible for 
trademark infringement if 
they use these photos in a 
meme? Because I’m focus-
ing on Indian law, let’s pre-
tend that these trademarks 
are registered in India. To 
begin with, utilising these 
marks on products or ser-
vices would constitute a 
trademark infringement. 

But what about social me-
dia use? 

According to Section 29 
of the Trade Marks Act, a 
mark can be violated by 
both spoken and visual rep-
resentations of such words. 
Using such pictures, or even 
altering them for use on so-
cial media, would be con-
sidered trademark infringe-
ment, according to this 
clause. This clause, how-
ever, solely applies to regis-
tered trademarks and does 
not apply to unregistered 
trademarks. Therefore, a 
creator of a meme cannot 
sue for passing off because 
the rights are limited to only 
goods and services.

EXAMPLES OF 
TRADEMARK MEMES

Notably, Fox Media has 
filed a trademark applica-
tion for the term for a pos-
sible reality programme. 
Another applicant, a 44(d) 
application from Canada, 
wanted to trademark “OK 
BOOMER” for board games 
and quiz games. “OK-
BOOMERDAD,” a 1(b) ap-
plication for entertainment 
content, is another option. 
While the first products 
and services description 
was vague, the phrase “an 
ongoing series including 
humour supplied via web-
casts on the Internet” suf-
ficed. OKBOOMERDAD 
has finally got a notice of 
permission, so maybe a 
specimen example will be 
available shortly.

It doesn’t happen very 

often, although it has oc-
curred in the past. Grumpy-
cats.com monetized its 
craze by selling books, t-
shirts, posters, even Christ-
mas decorations. The fam-
ily that took the cat photo 
and uploaded it online is 
the owner of the trade-
mark. The items connected 
with the mark Grumpy 
Cat were stated in the ini-
tial trademark application 
as “stuffed and plush toys, 
action figures, dolls, and 
toy animals, all based on a 
real cat that has become an 
internet sensation.”   My 
personal favourite online 
meme is the Grumpy Cat. 
They had trademarks in 
several classifications based 
on the name “Grumpy Cat.”

The business that created 
the Grumpy Cat meme has 
successfully trademarked 
the moniker “Grumpy Cat” 
for products including toys. 
Similarly, the creators of the 
well-known ‘Doge’ meme 
have successfully trade-
marked the word ‘Doge’ for 
apparel. These cases dem-
onstrate that memes, or at 
the very least the moniker 
by which they are referred 
to, can be registered. How-
ever, this is dependent on 
the circumstances, and each 
case will be decided on its 
own facts.

The Socially Uncomfort-
able Penguin was a short-
lived meme that was wide-
ly circulated, with users 
frequently altering the text 
to incorporate awkward 
phrases.  Getty Images as-

serted its rights and sought 
money from individuals 
who used the image in 
memes after the original 
image of the penguin was 
taken by a National Geo-
graphic photographer.

SO WHAT ABOUT 
THE RISK OF USING 
MEMES?

Most meme producers 
start their projects because 
they enjoy memes and 
want people to share and 
alter them. However, al-
legations have been made 
in the past against misuse. 
Getty Pictures, which is 
known for protecting intel-
lectual property rights, has 
prohibited the use of one 
of their images in a meme. 
Due to lack of distinctive-
ness because it is unable to 
perform the main function 
of a trademark- the indi-
vidualization of goods and 
services it is unable to reg-
ister meme.  

Soultions in providing IP 
protection to memes 

Implementing of new pro-
visions relating to inclusion 
of new products like memes 
under Indian law.

CONCLUSION
Because Internet memes 

bring with them a slew of 
legal and societal concerns, 
it’s best to proceed with 
care. However, if the courts 
intervene quickly enough 
to untangle the entire web 
of law surrounding online 
memes, we will have some 
certainty. 

SHAKSHI AGARWAL & AMIT PANDEY



world the daily guardian review
monday |  31  october 2022
new delhi10

BILATERAL MEETINGS

Biden to visit Egypt, Cambodia 
and Indonesia for summits
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

US President Joe Biden, as 
part of his visit to North Af-
rica and Asia, will attend the 
UN Climate Change Confer-
ence COP27 in Egypt and 
other summits in Cambodia 
and Indonesia in November.

On 11 November, Biden 
will attend CoP27 in Egypt. 
He will attend the US-ASE-
AN and East Asia summits 
in Cambodia from 12-13 
November and will travel to 
Indonesia to attend the G20 
summit from 13-16 Novem-
ber. “President Joseph R. 
Biden, Jr. will visit Egypt, 
Cambodia, and Indonesia. 
“On November 11th, Presi-
dent Biden will attend the 
27th Conference of the Par-
ties to the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change (COP27) in Sharm 

el-Sheikh, Egypt,” a White 
House release said. 

At COP27, he will build 
on the significant work 
that the United States has 
undertaken to advance the 
fight against global climate 
change and help the most 
vulnerable build resilience 
to climate impacts, and he 
will highlight the need for 
the world to act in this de-
cisive decade. In Cambodia, 
he will reaffirm the United 
States’ “enduring commit-
ment” to Southeast Asia and 
ASEAN centrality, building 
on the success of the historic 
US-SEAN Special Summit 
in Washington, DC. He will 
underscore the importance 
of U.S.-ASEAN cooperation 
in ensuring security and 
prosperity in the region, 
and the well-being of its 
combined one billion people.

The President will com-
mend President Joko Wido-
do’s leadership of the G20 
and highlight the US com-
mitment to this premier 
forum for economic coop-
eration with countries rep-
resenting more than 80% 
of the world’s GDP. The 
President will work with 
G20 partners to address 
key challenges such as cli-
mate change, the global im-
pact of the war on Ukraine, 
including energy and food 
security and affordability, 
and a range of other priori-
ties important to the global 
economic recovery, the 
White House said.Following 
Biden’s travels in Asia and 
North Africa, Vice President 
Kamala Harris will travel to 
Bangkok, Thailand to attend 
the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) .

100 people were killed and 
more than 300 injured in 
Somalia on Saturday after 

two car bombs exploded near 
the education ministry in the 
capital Mogadishu.

The two car bombs exploded 
near a busy intersection in the 
capital and near the Ministry 
of Education, according to an 
official with the president’s 
office, reported CNN. Somali 
President Hassan Sheikh Mo-
hamud in a video statement 
posted on his official Twitter 
account claimed that the Al-
Shabaab terror group in So-
malia was responsible for the 
deadly attack.  “Today’s cruel 
and cowardly terrorist attack 
on innocent people by the 
morally bankrupt and crimi-
nal al-Shabaab group cannot 
discourage us but will further 
strengthen our resolve to de-
feat them once and for all,” 

Mohamud wrote on Twitter.
There was no immediate 

claim of responsibility for the 
attack, but the Islamist group 
Al-Shabaab has claimed re-
sponsibility for other recent 
attacks, reported CNN. 

“Our government and brave 
people will continue to defend 
Somalia against evil,” Moham-
ud added.  The intersection, 

Zobe junction, was the same 
location as a deadly bombing 
attack on 14 October, 2017, 
which killed more than 500 
people and injured around 
300 others. 

By the will of God, no other 
October like this will happen. 
They won’t get the chance to 
commit such a thing, “Mo-
hamud said, calling Saturday’s 

attack a repeat of the 2017 
bombings.

The recent rise in terror at-
tacks is a grave reminder of the 
security challenges the coun-
try is facing.

Al-Shabaab emerged as the 
radical youth wing of Soma-
lia’s now-defunct Union of 
Islamic Courts, which con-
trolled Mogadishu in 2006, 
before being forced out by 
Ethiopian forces. 

Al-Shabaab advocates the 
Saudi-inspired Wahhabi 
version of Islam, while most 
Somalis are Sufis.  It has im-
posed a strict interpretation of 
Sharia in areas under its con-
trol, including stoning women 
accused of adultery and am-
putating thieves’ hands.It is 
banned as a terrorist group 
by both the US and the UK. 
There have been numerous 
reports that Al-Shabab might 
have formed some links with 
other militant groups, such as 
Boko Haram in Nigeria and 

Al-Qaeda.
Somalia, for a long time, has 

been called a failed or fragile 
state that has seen one of the 
biggest failures of internation-
al counter-terror operations. 
It has not had an effective na-
tional government for more 
than 20 years, during which 
much of the country has 
been a war-zone. Al-Shabaab 
gained support by promising 
people security, but its cred-
ibility was knocked when it 
rejected Western food aid to 
combat a 2011 drought and 
famine. 

In 2022, there was a peace-
ful transition of power in 
Somalia after the successful 
completion of the legislative 
and presidential elections. In 
recent years, despite interna-
tional counter-terror mea-
sures, Al-Shabab has grown 
in strength, cashing in on the 
humanitarian crisis in Soma-
lia and the security crises in 
neighbouring countries.

TERROR ATTACK

2 CAR BOMB BLASTS NEAR SOMALIA’S 
EDUCATION MINISTRY KILL 100 PEOPLE
TDG NETWORK
MOGADISHU 

Terror group Al-Sahaab has been accused for the blast. 

TWITTER TAKEOVER 

ELON MUSK TO REMODEL 
TWITTER, PLANS TO LAY 
OFF EMPLOYEES
TDG NETWORK
CALIFORNIA

After closing the USD 44 
billion acquisition deal on 
Thursday, the new Twitter 
chief, Elon Musk, has begun 
to reform the policies of the 
micro-blogging platform 
and is wasting no time re-
modelling it by cutting off 
employees, and introducing 
plans for a council to deter-
mine content decisions, The 
Hill reported.

Despite doubting his inten-
tions multiple times to follow 
through with the acquisition 
deal, Tesla CEO Elon Musk 
is now in charge of Twitter. 
Regarding the changes in the 
content moderation policies, 
Musk wrote in a tweet that 
“Twitter will be forming a 

content moderation council 
with widely diverse view-
points. No major content de-
cisions or account reinstate-
ments will happen before 
that council convenes. “In 
one of the first few changes, 
he purged the top executives 
of the company as soon as 
he closed the expected deal, 
after which Twitter CEO 
Parag Agrawal and finance 
chief Ned Segal left the com-
pany’s San Francisco head-
quarters. He also hinted that 
more changes to the status 
of accounts banned under 
the previous leadership are 
to come in the early days of 
his leadership, according to 
The Hill. 

UN CONVENTIONS

EU URGES PAKISTAN TO COMPLY 
WITH COVENTIONS TO AVAIL GSP+

In order to continue avail-
ing the GSP+ facility pro-
vided by the EU, Pakistan 
is required to ensure the 
implementation of 27 
UN conventions relat-
ing to human rights, la-
bour rights, and climate 
change, the EU said in a 
press release.

Pakistan has been enjoy-
ing the facility provided by 
the EU since 2014 and has 
immensely benefited from 
the zero import duty on 
66% of the tariff lines. The 
EU’s Generalised Scheme 
of Preferences Plus (GSP 
Plus) gives developing 
countries a special incen-
tive to pursue sustainable 
development and good 
governance. This comes 
after the 12th European 
Union (EU)-Pakistan Joint 
Commission meeting that 
took place on 5 October 
in Islamabad to exchange 
views on all areas of co-
operation between the EU 
and Pakistan.

The Joint Commission 
was briefed about the out-
comes of the sub-group 
meetings on democracy, 
governance, the rule of 
law, and human rights. 
According to the press 

release, Pakistan and the 
EU discussed civil and po-
litical rights, the rights of 
minorities and vulnerable 
groups, and freedom of re-
ligion or belief.The role of 
civil society organisations, 
freedom of expression 
and opinion, media free-
dom, and the fight against 
disinformation were also 
discussed. Blasphemy 
in Pakistan was also dis-
cussed at the meeting. 

The violation of wom-
en’s and children’s rights, 
transgender rights, and 
the protection of jour-
nalists was part of the 
deliberations held in Is-
lamabad. Both parties 
discussed legislative pro-
posals, namely the anti-
torture bill and the bill 
on enforced disappear-
ances. The EU expressed 
solidarity with the people 
affected by the unprec-
edented climate-induced 
floods that have ravaged 
the country and informed 
them of its contribution to 
meeting the most press-
ing needs of the affected 
population.Notably, the 
Generalized System of 
Preferences Plus (GSP+) 
resulted in a EUR 12.2 bil-
lion increase in EU-Pak-
istan trade in 2021.They 

discussed ways to address 
issues hampering trade 
and investment.

The EU has stressed 
on the effective imple-
mentation of the 27 in-
ternational conventions 
related to GSP+. The EU 
informed Pakistan about 
Global Gateway, a EUR 
300 billion co-investment 
strategy rooted in part-
nership, sustainability, 
and the rule of law. The 
Joint Commission was 
co-chaired by Gunnar 
Wiegand, Managing Di-
rector for Asia and the 
Pacific in the European 
External Action Service, 
and Muhammad Humair  
Karim, Secretary, Minis-
try of Economic Affairs. 
Representatives of the 
relevant Ministries of the 
Government of Pakistan, 
as well as of the European 
Commission, the Euro-
pean External Action Ser-
vice, and the Ambassador 
of the EU to Pakistan, 
Pakistan’s Ambassador 
to the EU, and observers 
from EU Member States 
also participated in the 
meeting. It was agreed 
that the next session of the 
EU-Pakistan Joint Com-
mission will be held in 
Brussels in 2023.

TDG NETWORK
BRUSSELS

RECOGNISING ATROCITIES 

RIGHTS ACTIVISTS WELCOME U.S. RESOLUTION 
ON BANGLADESH GENOCIDE BY PAKISTAN

The US resolution recog-
nising the 1971 Bangladesh 
genocide by Pakistan was 
welcomed by human rights 
activists during a press con-
ference in Washington, US.

The Human Rights Con-
gress for Bangladesh Mi-
norities (HRCBM) held a 
conference on Friday at the 
National Press Club to dis-
cuss the recent introduction 
of the bipartisan House Res-
olution 1430—”Recognizing 
the Bangladesh Genocide of 
1971.” On 15 October, a pro-
posed resolution was made 
in the House of Representa-
tives urging US president Joe 
Biden to consider recognis-
ing the atrocities commit-
ted by the Armed Forces of 
Pakistan in the Bangladesh 
Liberation War of 1971.

The event was attended 
by members of the media, 
human rights activists, 
academics, entrepreneurs, 
members of the Bangladeshi 
diaspora community, and 
Bangladesh’s consul general 
to Florida. They discussed 
the recent introduction of 
the resolution introduced 
by Congressman Steve 
Chabot, Ranking Member 
of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee’s Subcommittee 

on Asia and the Pacific, and 
Co-Chair of the Bangladesh 
Caucus, and co-sponsored 
by Congressman Ro Khanna 
and Congresswoman Katie 
Porter.

Speaking at the conference, 
Priya Saha, Executive Direc-
tor of HRCBM, shed light on 
Pakistani atrocities on Ben-
galis. In 1971, she highlighted 
that the Pakistani army and 
its allies “brutally raped 
more than 200,000 women 
and girls and slaughtered 
approximately 3 million 
people. Ten million people 
were displaced and had to 
seek asylum in neighbour-

ing India. “ She also said, 
“The Pakistani military and 
its allies also carried out the 
targeted assassination of 
more than 1,100 Bengali in-
tellectuals and professionals, 
including journalists, profes-
sors, physicians, attorneys, 
and writers, in order to cre-
ate an intellectual vacuum in 
the country. In Bangladesh, 
1,942 mass graves were dis-
covered. 

The Bangladesh govern-
ment has started to prose-
cute war criminals who col-
laborated with the Pakistan 
army. Bangladesh formed 
the International Crimes 

Tribunal of Bangladesh. 
Since then, it has tried 49 
war criminals. More than 
500 instances are currently 
under investigation, while 36 
cases are ongoing in court, 
HRCBM said in its press re-
lease. During the conference, 
speakers discussed and an-
swered questions about the 
impact of this historic reso-
lution on the geopolitics of 
the Indo-Pacific and on radi-
cal groups originating from 
Bangladesh and Pakistan.

Moreover, Razzak Baloch, 
Organizer, Baloch Human 
Rights, condemned the Paki-
stani Army for its genocide .

TDG NETWORK
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Bangladesh witnesed protests in early 2022 for recognition of the genocide.

TOP OF THE DAY

PELOSI PROVIDES 
UPDATE POST 
‘VIOLENT ATTACK’
Washington: While 
thanking the law 
enforcement and 
emergency services for 
their quick response, 
US House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi on Sunday 
said his husband Paul 
Pelosi’s health continues 
to improve after an 
assailant broke into their 
San Francisco home and 

“violently” attacked him.

Paul Pelosi underwent 
surgery for a skull 
fracture and other 
severe injuries. He was 
attacked with a hammer 
in their home in San 
Francisco, California. 
Taking to Twitter, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
said, “Please know that 
the prayers and warm 
wishes from so many are 
a comfort to our family 
and are helping Paul 
make progress with his 
recovery. We are grateful 
for the quick response 
of law enforcement and 
emergency services, 
and for the life-saving 
medical care he is 
receiving.”

7 INJURED IN AN 
EXPLOSION IN 
KABUL MOSQUE
Kabul: At least seven 
persons were injured 
in an explosion that 
took place at a mosque 
in Kabul. The Kabul’s 
spokesperson of the 
Taliban police chief office, 
Khalid Zadran, said that 
the explosion occurred 
at around 3 o’clock in 
the afternoon on Friday, 
October 28, in the Sheikh 
Mohammad Rohani 
Mosque, reported 
Khaama Press. The 
explosion took place in 
Kabul city’s 5th police 
district as worshippers 
gathered at the mosque 
for Friday prayer, 
according to Taliban 
security official, Zadran. 

“Explosive materials 
were placed inside the 
mosque, and it exploded 
after the Friday prayer,” 
Zadran said.

IMRAN KHAN 
SUSPENDS ‘LONG 
MARCH’ AFTER 
REPORTER’S 
DEATH
Islamabad: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
chief Imran Khan on 
Sunday suspended 

“Long March” after a 
reporter was crushed to 
death by his container. 

“Shocked & deeply 
saddened by the terrible 
accident that led to 
the death of Channel 5 
reporter Sadaf Naeem 
during our March today. I 
have no words to express 
my sorrow. My prayers 
& condolences go to 
the family at this tragic 
time. We have cancelled 
our March for today,” 
tweeted Imran Khan. 
The long march was 
called off for the day after 
a reporter of a local TV 
channel, Sadaf Naeem 
died after she was 
crushed under Khan’s 
container, reported The 
Express Tribune. “This 
is the Revolution I was 
talking about. 3rd day of 
our Haqeeqi Azadi March 
and people keep joining 
our March in huge 
numbers as we move 
forward,” tweeted Imran.
He also said that he is 
with Pakistan’s army and 
wants it to be strong.

XI’S THIRD TERM

XI WANTS CHINESE 
ARMY TO FOCUS ON 
MILITARY MIGHT, 
ACHIEVE GOALS BY 2027

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping urged the army to fo-
cus on its military might and 
achieve its goals by 2027, the 
year marking the centennial 
of the People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA).

According to a report, Xi, 
speaking at the 20th CPC 
National Congress, has asked 
the military to complete its 
missions and build the mili-
tary into a world-class force, 
reported Malaysia The Star, 
citing a Chinese media por-
tal. In his first military meet-
ing with the top-ranking of-
ficers after the conclusion 
of the party congress, Xi 
said that no efforts must be 
spared in a bid to achieve 
these goals by 2027. The re-
marks become even more 
important since Xi is also 
the chairman of the Central 
Military Commission. His 
speech was also laced with a 
high-pitched message for the 
armed forces, where he said 
that all members must have 
a thorough understanding 
of the party’s thoughts on 
strengthening the military.

“Commanders, officers, 
and soldiers should work 
and train hard to fulfil 
their tasks to contribute 
to completing the centen-
nial goals,” Xi stressed in 
his message to the defence 
personnel. Members of the 
new Central Military Com-
mission were selected at 
the first plenary session of 
the 20th CPC Central Com-
mittee. Xi commanded all 
military units to strictly 
follow the Central Military 
Commission’s annual plan. 
This comes after US House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit 
to Taiwan fanned the flames 
of issues between China and 
Taiwan. He was elected as 
the general secretary of the 
20th Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of 
China (CPC) and secured an 

unprecedented third term. 
This indicates that the com-
ing days are not expected to 
be easy for Taiwan.

After his re-election, Geo-
politica quoted Xi as saying, 
“We will safeguard the over-
all interests of the Chinese 
nation and take resolute 
steps to oppose “Taiwan in-
dependence’ and promote 
reunification. “Resolving 
the Taiwan question must 
be resolved by the Chinese.” 

“We will continue to strive 
for peaceful reunification 
with the greatest sincerity 
and the utmost effort, but 
we will never promise to 
renounce the use of force, 
and we reserve the option of 
taking all measures neces-
sary,” he added. Beijing has 
always vowed to unify Tai-
wan with the mainland, even 
if through force. Xi has been 
asserting the need for “com-
plete national reunification.”

In 2017, he said, “Com-
plete national reunifi-
cation is an inevitable  
requirement for realising 
the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation.” In 2019, the 
Chinese leader reiterated the 
formula to reintroduce Tai-
wan into China under the 
idea of “one country, two sys-
tems.” The same formula ap-
plied to Hong Kong, reported 
Geopolitica. 

However, it cited the US in-
telligence community stating 
that China might preempt 
the plan of its attack by as 
early as 2024. Incidentally, 
this will coincide with the 
Taiwanese presidential  
elections.

TDG NETWORK
BEIJING

Xi Jinping at National Congress.



The Conservative Party of 
the UK showed a lot of grit 
in finalising the name of Ri-
shi Sunak, as the new prime 
minister of the country very 
quickly, bringing an end to 
Liz Truss’s short tenure as 
the prime minister riddled 
with bad decisions.

Rishi Sunak has become 
the UK’s 57th prime minis-
ter, the first prime minister 
to be a British Asian, the 
first Hindu, and the richest 
person to have held the of-
fice. Former prime minister 
David Cameron had exuded 
confidence in 2014 when 
he had prophesised to see a 

British Asian taking on his 
role his life time. Lo and be-
hold, the words came true in 
just eight years. 

The Conservative Party 
selected the newest British 
prime minister in just four 
days, after the previous 
prime minister Liz Truss’s 
resignation on 20th October. 
Her shortest 44 days tenure 
left behind a trail of rising 
inflation, rising borrowing 
costs and predicted deficits 
on a massive scale, which 
will likely require either sig-
nificant tax increases, spend-
ing cuts or both.

The last chapter of Liz 
Truss’s tenure unfolded 
on the same lines as it hap-
pened during the last days of 
the previous prime minister 
Boris Johnson. In BoJo’s case 
the crisis was precipitated by 
the resignation of his then 
Chancellor of Exchequer, 
Rishi Sunak and in Truss’s 
case it snowballed after the 
resignation of her Home Sec-
retary Suella Braverman.

Rishi Sunak after getting 
an invite from King Charles 

III to form the next govern-
ment tweeted that he’ll fulfil 
promises listed in the Con-
servative Party’s election 
manifesto in 2019, saying, 
“I will deliver on (our mani-
festo’s) promise. A stronger 
NHS, better schools, safer 
streets, control of our bor-
ders, protecting our envi-
ronment, supporting our 
armed forces, levelling up, 
and building an economy 
that embraces the opportu-
nities of Brexit where busi-
nesses invest, innovate and 
create jobs.”

Sunak acknowledged that 
in light of everything that 
has transpired, he still has 
work to do to rebuild con-
fidence. He declared, “I’m 
not daunted.” He also said 
he understands the strain 
of the high position and that 
he’ll not leave the next gen-
eration with a “debt to settle 
that we were too weak to pay 
ourselves”.

In his first speech as UK 
prime minister, Sunak de-
clared that his administra-
tion would uphold integrity, 

professionalism and ac-
countability at every level 
and pledged economic sta-
bility and increasing pub-
lic’s confidence in the gov-
ernment.

But his most important 
task would be to unite a 
governing party that is 
riven with divisions, apart 
from tackling a mounting 
economic crisis, a warring 

political party and a deeply 
divided country.

The Conservative Party, 
despite having suffered a se-
ries of recent by-election de-
feats, still maintains a work-
ing parliamentary majority 
of 71, meaning that Britain’s 
next general election could 
conceivably come as late as 
January 2025.

Apart from the demands 

of the opposition’s Labour 
Party, other voices are also 
increasing in intensity de-
manding the Conserva-
tives to go in for a general 
election. In fact Sunak has 
became a prime minister 
without the public support, 
as he was voted to being an 
MP not a PM.

Meanwhile in India, the 
news of Sunak becoming 

the prime minister on the 
auspicious day of Diwali 
was greeted with joy. The 
social media exploded in a 
series of accolades for Su-
nak, his family and his in-
laws.

The Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi tweeted, “As 
you become UK PM, I look 
forward to working closely 
together on global issues, 
and implementing Road-
map 2030,” referring to 
the Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) struck between the 
two countries and which 
was expected to be signed 
and delivered last week, be-
fore Diwali. 

Meanwhile, India’s arch 
rival Pakistan’s public also 
laid claim to Sunak, describ-
ing him as a Pakistani, as 
his parents belonged to Gu-
jranwala, now in Pakistan. 
Twitterati even urged the 
Pakistani government to lay 
claim to him as a Pakistani.

India has high hopes from 
Sunak to change the dimen-
sions of the bilateral rela-
tionship. But Indian politi-

cians need to understand 
that Sunak is not an Indian 
by birth and his outlook 
is more attuned to being a 
British citizen.

His Britishness helped 
him to achieve profession-
ally as a banker and as a 
politician, what he is today. 
So his total outlook towards 
India would be a pragmatic 
one, not an emotional one.

One can’t see him undoing 
what his predecessors had 
done in the past. But per-
haps a new king and a new 
prime minister might be 
able to start a new chapter 
in the bilateral relations and 
may change the overall view 
of the British polity towards 
India and Indians in the UK. 
Only time would tell.

Asad Mirza is a political com-
mentator based in New Delhi. 
He was also associated with 
BBC Urdu Service and Khaleej 
Times of Dubai. He writes on 
Indian Muslims, educational, 
international affairs, interfaith 
and current affairs. He can be 
contacted on www.asadmirza.
in 

Ahead of the mid-term elec-
tions, former US President 
Barack Obama was heck-
led by a protestor during 
his Michigan rally on Sat-
urday while campaigning 
for Democratic Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer.

Fox News reported, citing 
sources, that a male protes-
tor shouted during a pause 
in the former president’s 
speech, however, his state-
ment could not be under-
stood due to commotion 
during the rally. 

Responding to the agi-
tator, Obama said, “Sir, 
this is what I’m saying,” 
Obama said to the heckler, 
exasperated. “We’ve got a 
process that we set up in 
our democracy. Right now, 
I’m talking. You’ll have a 
chance to talk sometime 
later. You wouldn’t do that 
in a workplace. “

T h e  a u d i e n c e  r e -

acted with haste to the 
protestor ’s statement.   
Even after six years of leav-
ing the White House and 
his position as US Presi-
dent, Obama is the favou-
rite to the Democrats due 
to the political magic that 
he creates while engaging 
with the masses. 

T h i s  t i m e ,  h e  i s 
particularly trying to 
campaign for the party 
a h e a d  o f  m i d - t e r m 
elections and is headlining 
rallies in five states. 

Obama kicked off the 
rally in the state of Georgia, 
where Democratic Sen. Ra-
phael Warnock, is running 
for a full six-year term in 
the Senate. 

He will also head to the 
purple state of Nevada on 
Tuesday, and to the crucial 
north-eastern battleground 
of Pennsylvania on 5 No-
vember, Fox News reported. 

deal scrapped

Grain export ‘impossible’ 
after russia suspends 
deal: ukraine
TDG NETWORK
Kyiv

 Kyiv’s Infrastructure Min-
ister OleksandrKubrakov 
said on Sunday that it has 
become “impossible” for full 
tankers to leave port after 
Russia announced it would 
suspend its participation 
in the United Nations-
brokered grain export deal 
after alleged drone attacks 
on the Crimean city of Sev-
astopol.

“(A) bulk carrier loaded 
with 40 tonnes of grain 
was supposed to leave the 
Ukraine port today. 

These foodstuffs were in-
tended for Ethiopians that 
is on the verge of famine. 
But due to the blockage of 
the ‘grain corridor’ by Rus-
sia, the export is impos-
sible, “he tweeted. Russia is 
blocking grain that would 
feed more than 7 million 
people on a “false pretext,” 
Ukraine’s Foreign Minister 
DmytroKuleba said. 

“By suspending its par-
ticipation in the grain deal 
on the false pretext of ex-
plosions 220 kilometres 
away from the grain corri-
dor, Russia blocks 2 million 
tonnes of grain on 176 ves-

sels already at sea-enough 
to feed over 7 million peo-
ple,” Kuleba tweeted on 
Sunday. 

“Russia had planned this 
well in advance,” he said. 

However, Russian Am-
bassador to Washington 
Anatoly Antonov said 
Sunday that condemning 
Russia for the suspension 
of the grain deal is unfair, 
reported CNN.

“The situation has esca-
lated even further. But in 
the US, they do not intend 
to acknowledge this. Again, 
everything is reduced to 
false accusations that our 
country is exacerbating the 
global food problem, “An-
tonov said in a statement 
published on Facebook. 

“It is unfair to condemn 
Russia for suspending the 
implementation of the deal. 
“This happened because of 
the reckless actions of the 
Ukrainian authorities,” said 
Antonov. 

Meanwhile, Ukrainian 
President VolodymyrZel-
enskyy  called the decision 
“deliberate” and “a rather 
predictable statement.”

US National Security 
Advisor Jake Sul-
livan described the 

Seoul stampede as’ heart-
breaking ‘and reiterated 
Washington’s support for the 
Republic of Korea.

The White House national 
security advisor made the re-
marks on Twitter as he hoped 
for quick recovery of those in-
jured in the incident. Taking 
to Twitter, Sullivan wrote, 
“We are thinking about all 
those who lost loved ones and 
hoping for a quick recovery 
for those injured.”

Taking to Twitter, Sulli-
van wrote, “We are thinking 
about all those who lost loved 

ones and hoping for a quick 
recovery for those injured.”  
“The United States stands 
ready to provide the Repub-
lic of Korea with any support 
it needs” he added

The incident reportedly oc-
curred after a large group of 
people rushed to an Itaewon 
bar after hearing an uniden-
tified celebrity visited there, 
Al Jazeera reported, citing 

the local media. Social media 
footage showed several peo-
ple being assisted by rescue 
officials and private citizens 
at the scene, and numerous 
people performing CPR on 

people lying in poor condi-
tion on the streets.

Meanwhile, South Korean 
President Yoon Suk-yeol on 
Sunday announced a pe-
riod of national mourning 
and ordered the lowering of 
flags over the deadly stam-
pede. In a live address to the 
nation, Yoon said, “As presi-
dent, who is responsible for 
the people’s lives and safety, 
my heart is heavy and I 
struggle to cope with my 
grief,” he said, adding, “the 
government will designate 
the period from today until 
the accident is brought un-
der control as a period of 
national mourning and will 
place top priority in admin-
istrative affairs in recovery 
and follow-up measures,” 

reported South Korea’s Yon-
hap news agency.

He also ordered all govern-
ment offices to lower their 
flags to half-mast, according 
to his office. He also visited 
the site of the incident and 
later headed towards central 
Seoul to preside over a gov-
ernment response meeting.

During a briefing, Choi 
Seong-beom, the head of the 
fire department in Yongsan, 
said the nationalities of the 
foreigners who were killed 
in South Korea include 
those from Iran, Uzbeki-
stan, China, and Norway.  
The agency also reported 
that the victims in their 20s 
accounted for the age group 
most affected by the horrific 
Halloween stampede.

Halloween Horror 

u.s. assures support after soutH korea 
stampede deatH toll reacHes 151 
TDG NETWORK
Washington

The South Koean flag at half mast to pay triibute to the vctims of the stampede.

Chinese Communist Party 
leader Xi Jinping has chosen 
an entirely new team after 
winning the historic third 
term through the 20th Na-
tional Congress in order to 
lessen the likelihood of facing 
a political challenge.

This is because the top 
leader is likely to enact more 
hard-line policies in Beijing 
regarding the economy, for-
eign relations, and human 
rights. 

The seven most significant 
figures in China now make 
up the new Standing Com-
mittee of the party, which 
is chaired by Xi. The six 
were hand-selected by the 
president and are fiercely 
devoted to him. According 
to Hong Kong Post, dissent 
has no place in this odd 
‘democratic’ system. Senior 
leaders’ names that circu-
lated in the months leading 
up to the Congress were not 

included in the final list. 
They comprised Hu Chun-
hua and Wang Yang, two 
credible candidates for the 
standing committee. Both 
were completely barred 
from power despite having a 
reputation for being reason-
ably pro-reform and experi-
mentation. 

He was not included in the 
25-person Politburo, but 
Wang, a former member of 
the previous Standing Com-
mittee, didn’t even make it 
onto the Central Commit-
tee list of more than 200 
members, Hong Kong Post 
reported.

In the Communist Party of 
China’s Politburo Standing 
Committee, key advisers to 
Xi were promoted, but for the 
first time in years, no woman 
was able to secure a place in 
the top leadership position.

All of the selected members 
are weak political underlings 
with no family ties in order to 
lessen the likelihood that Xi 
will face a political challenge.

mufflinG opposition 

Xi Jinping picks new 
team after historic 
third term 
TDG NETWORK
Beijing 

Arshad Sharif was shot dead by Kenyan police

sHouted  amid speecH 

Protestor heckles 
former US Prez 
Barack Obama 
TDG NETWORK
Washington 

tHe unfoldinG

Mystery behind Pakistan 
Journalist’s killing deepens 
TDG NETWORK
Karachi

The circumstances sur-
rounding the killing of 
Pakistani journalist Arshad 
Sharif continue to get more 
dubious as investigative jour-
nalists unearth new details 
that deepen the mystery.

“The fatal shot that killed # 
arshadSharif was fired with 
precision through the rear 
mirror of the car, penetrated 
through the back of his head, 
and exited through the front 
side,” Kenyan investigative 
journalist Brian Obuya said 
on Twitter.He said the ve-
hicle Sharif was travelling 
in was shot at nine times in 
total, with four bullets fired 
to the left and one deflating 
the right-side tyre, reported 
Dawn.

Obuya also earlier said the 
body of the slain journalist 
was found at Kenya’s Chiro-
mo Mortuary, which was 78 
km from where the police say 
the shooting happened.  “Ac-
cording to new information, 
# ArshadSharif ’s car was 
shot at nine times.”FOUR of 
those bullets to the left side 
of the vehicle. “One bullet 
deflated the right side tyre,” 
tweeted Obuya. Meanwhile, 
in a news story published by 

Nation Media Group, a senior 
investigative reporter said 
that the occupant in Sharif’s 
car shot at GSU officers, ac-
cording to the claim made by 
the police, reported Dawn.  
“The Nation, in an attempt to 
reconstruct the events lead-
ing to Sharif’s shooting, has 
established that the journal-
ist and Mr. Kurram Ahmed 
spent Sunday afternoon at 
Ammodump@Kwenia, an 
entertainment complex that 
also has a shooting range 
and which is popular among 
Pakistani gun enthusiasts. 
It is located on a feeder road 
in Kamukuru, which is 85 
kilometres south of Nairobi. 

Mr. Ahmed is from a fam-
ily that was hosting Sharif 
in Westlands, Nairobi, and 
it appears that he has been 
in Kenya for a while, because 
he has a Kenya Revenue 
Authority Pin number for 
taxpayers. The Toyota Land 
Cruiser that the two were us-
ing that day is registered to 
Mr. Ahmed,” the report read.  
It added, “It is believed that 
the two men left Kwenia for 
Nairobi at about 8 pm. When 
they got to the main road, 
they were stopped by GSU 
officers who, according to 
the police, were responding 
to reports that a stolen vehicle 
had been sighted in the area.” 

Notably, the report noted 
contradictory versions of 
police that earlier claimed 
Sharif and his brother Kur-
ram Ahmed defied orders 
at a checkpoint but later 
alleged Sharif ’s brother 
“shot at” one officer and in-
jured him, reported Dawn. 
It quoted police as saying 
that the incident prompted 
them to shoot back. The 
report said, quoting an un-
known police official, that 
“he was challenged to stop 
but he defied and opened 
fire at our officers, which 
triggered them to respond to 
the said vehicle as it sped to-
wards the Nairobi direction.”  
The publication also raised 
the question of why the po-
lice, who had their own ve-
hicle at the roadblock, did 
not chase the Toyota Land 
Cruiser after its occupants al-
legedly shot at them, reported 
Dawn.

However, former Nai-
robi Governor Mike Sonko 
defended Kenyan police, 
saying they should not be 
blamed for Sharif ’s death. 
He claimed the police were 
‘tricked’ into shooting the 
Pakistani national, thinking 
he was involved in vehicle 
theft, reported Dawn.

after 2 failed bids 

Tough Days Ahead for UK and Rishi Sunak

Rishi Sunak became the third PM from the conservative party in less than two months.
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Visitors 
take 

pictures 
of a tiger 

seen 
inside its 

enclosure 
at 

Veermata 
Jijabai 

Bhosale 
Udyan And 

Zoo, in 
Mumbai on 

Saturday.

PHOTO MOMENT 

#BANCADBURY 

CONTROVERSY OVER CADBURY’S 
DIWALI AD, NETIZENS STAND DIVIDED 
The hashtag #BanCadbury took over top trends on 
Twitter over an advertisement released a month prior 
to Diwali festivities. It all started after a social media 
user identified as Dr Prachi Sadhvi took to Twitter to 
allege that the ad shows PM Modi’s father in a bad light. 
She tweeted, “Have you carefully observed Cadbury 
chocolate’s advertisement on TV channels? The poor 
shopless lamp seller is Damodar. This is done to show 
someone with PM Narendra Modi’s father’s name in 
poor light. Chaiwale ka baap diyewala. Shame on Cad-
bury company.”

While some supported the sentiment, there were 
many who thought otherwise. One of the users said, 
“Toh just because PM Modi’s father’s name was Damo-
dar, therefore no poor man can have a name Damodar? 
Damodar is a River’s name, and not patented to Naren-
dra Modi’s dad!!”

Another said, “So people are boycotting cadbury be-
cause in their new advertisement a diya seller is called 
Damodar and apparently it’s an insult to our prime 
minister’s father... Just another day in new India.” 

“India is a 
growing market 
and there is a 
huge business 
potential here. 
For most of 
the companies 
abroad, this is a good market to enter into. 
It is a wise decision for any 
company to come to India.”

— HISASHI TAKEUCHI

BRAIN-PICKING 

MD, Maruti Suzuki on the Tata-Airbus project.

ENVIRONMENT 

TRIPURA’S BIO VILLAGE, 
TERRACOTTA TEA CUPS FIND A 
MENTION IN PM’S ‘MANN KI BAAT’

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI                                              

Emphasising an eco-friendly lifestyle and nature conserva-
tion, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in his monthly radio 
broadcast Mann Ki Baat on Sunday, said that sensitivity to-
wards the environment is inherent to Indian society.

In the 94th episode of his Mann Ki Baat, the Prime Minis-
ter said, “Sensitivity towards the environment is embedded 
in every particle of our society and we can feel it all around 
us. There is no dearth of people in this country who spend a 
lifetime in the protection of the environment. “

The Prime Minister mentioned Tripura’s Bio Village, which 
emphasises how to minimise the damage caused by natural 
disasters and improve the quality of life of its people through 
various measures.

He said, “You must have heard about Bio-Village, but some 
villages in Tripura have ascended to the level of Bio-Village 2. 
There is a complete focus on solar energy, biogas, beekeeping, 
and biofertilizers. Overall, Bio-Village 2 is going to lend a lot of 
strength to the campaign against climate change. “

He further said that today, more awareness is being seen 
among people about eco-friendly living and eco-friendly 
products than ever before.

PM Modi shared the story of a team of tribal women in 
Anaikatti, Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu. These women crafted 
10,000 eco-friendly terracotta tea cups for export. The amaz-
ing thing is that these women themselves took up the entire 
responsibility of making the terracotta tea cups. “From clay 
mixing to final packaging, they did all the work themselves,” 
he said. PM Modi then mentioned an environmentalist from 
Bengaluru, Suresh Kumar. 

PM Modi talks about Terrcotta tea cups in Mann Ki Baat.

TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI                   

FESTIVAL 

From pumpkins to 
pranks and com-
munication with the 

dead, Halloween is a holiday 
stitched together with reli-
gious and occult traditions 
that span across centuries.

The history of this festi-
val originates from the time 
of the Celts, a collection of 
tribes with origins in cen-
tral Europe. Their culture 
spread across the continent 
more than 2000 years ago. 
They used to celebrate the 
end of the harvest season 
with a festival called Soin on 
31 October.

It also marked the Celtic 
New Year and was consid-
ered a time between years, a 
magical time when the ghosts 

of the dead walked the earth.
With the spooky festival 

just around the corner, why 
not try something new and 
interesting while throwing a 
bash in your house?

So, here are some simple 
steps that can be helpful in 
organising a grand Hallow-
een party.
SET A THEME
Though Halloween is itself a 
theme, you can add a twist to 
the bash by making it a Mad 
Scientist-themed party for 
which everyone gets to dress 
accordingly in their lab coats 
and quirky goggles.

PREPARE GUEST LIST
While hosting a Halloween 
party, it is very easy to get 
carried away in preparing a 
list of people that you need 

to invite. Often, people think 
that making a mental calcula-
tion of the invitees is enough, 
but it’s not so. Always make 
a list at the beginning of the 
party-planning process, so 
that you neither miss anyone 
nor go overboard.

CUSTOMISED INVITES
Send out invites in the style 
of bubbling concoctions and 
make sure to warn them 
about the dangers of enter-
ing a scientist’s laboratory be-
cause experiments are what 
mad scientists do best.

CHOOSE SPOOKY DECOR
For a theme party, you need 
the decor to give that mad-
ness exactly what you thought 
while picking up the theme. So 
get just what the mad scientist 

needs to feel right at home in 
the lab, such as using skeleton 
skulls, black crows, specimens 
like the frog skeleton, glass lab 
candle holders, mini plastic 
science beakers, and etc.

PREPARE A PLAYLIST
Any party is incomplete with-
out music. So plan your playl-
ist, add some gothic, dramatic 
sound tracks to enhance the 
vibe of the Halloween theme.

PLAN A MENU
Prepare orange and green 
fizzy drinks served in bea-
kers, warm and eyeball 
shaped gummies, finger and 
spider cookies, monster brain 
cupcakes, carve and clean a 
pie pumpkin to serve as the 
dip-holding centerpiece; and 
others.

Party Halloween with these 
simple tips and tricks                     

Golden days for cinema lovers in Srinagar          
ENTERTAINMENT 

With much fanfare and cer-
emony, ‘The International 
Film Festival’ of Srinagar 
(TIFFS) began with the first-
ever Red-Carpet show for the 
local artists present here in 
Srinagar on Saturday.

TIFFS took place at Tagore 
Hall over the course of two 
days, on 29 and 30 October, 
and the closing event will in-
clude a major prize presenta-
tion. 30 foreign submissions 
will be screened, including 
short films, documentaries, 
and music videos. 

The location had a festive 
appearance and was quite 
popular with both artists and 
the general people. An in-
credibly large crowd attend-
ed the inaugural ceremony.

Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir P.K. Pole was the 
chief guest on the occasion 
while Manoj Kumar Pandi-
ta, AIG, PHQ and Satish Vi-
mal, writer, poet, and senior 
broadcaster were the guests 
of honour. 

The event started with the 
traditional Rouf and solo 
dance followed by a welcome 
address by Festival Director 

Rohit Bhat. 
“We felt a strong urge to 

bring Srinagar its own inter-
national film festival, with 
Srinagar embedded into it. 
More than the name, it is 
the history, contribution, 
and spirit that Srinagar has 
brought to cinema that it was 
about time that it got an in-
ternational film festival with 
its name associated with it”, 
Rohit added.

P.K. Pole, the chief guest 
expressed happiness that 
the film festival has got such a 
good response and delegates 
from all over India are attend-
ing it. He also hoped that in-
ternational delegates would 
be hosted in future editions 
and make this festival a truly 
international destination for 

cinema lovers. Senior artists 
from Kashmir expressed 
happiness over the grand 
Red-Carpet Welcome and 
well-organised festival and 
congratulated the organisers 
RIFK-Vomedh and qualifying 
entries.

In the opening section films 
from France, Georgia and 
Pakistan were screened.

“We are very delighted that 
we have received such an 
overwhelming response for 
the film festival in Srinagar. 
Drawing from our experi-
ence of the Jammu film fes-
tival, we will make TIFFS an 
international festival to reck-
on with in the coming times. 
We are grateful to the artist 
fraternity, our sponsors and 
people in general for all the 

support that we have got”, 
said Rakesh Roshan Bhat, 
the festival co-director.

The panel of judges in-
cluded Iranian filmmaker 
Alimohammad Eghbaldar, 
Content consultant and crit-
ic Amit Singh from Mumbai 
and playwright and director 
Rakesh Roshan Bhat. The 
panel is headed by Sangeet 
Natak awardee and well-
known actor-director Mush-
taq Kak.

   “We are presenting the 
best of world cinema to cin-
ema lovers in Srinagar. It is 
an excellent opportunity for 
the youth of J&K to learn and 
network, “ said Ashok Saraf, 
the festival’s advisor.

“We will have a separate 
section for J&K where we 
will showcase work from 
local talent. We have tried 
to accommodate most of the 
local projects for screening” 
added Mushtaq Kak, the jury 
head. 

Many prominent artists 
from the UT performed in 
the opening and closing cer-
emonies. TIFFS is organized 
by RIFK Entertainment in 
association with Vomedh 
which is a very prominent 
cultural organization of J&K.                     

TDG NETWORK
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DISEASE

KNOW ABOUT SAMANTHA 
PRABHU’S MEDICAL 
CONDITION MYOSITIS

Actress Samantha Ruth Prabhu recently opened up about 
being diagnosed with ‘myositis’ and posted an update 
about her medical condition on Instagram. Many people 
were left wondering what her medical condition was in the 
midst of an outpouring of love for her.

Dr. S. Chatterjee, senior consultant of internal medicine 
at Indraprastha Apollo Hospital, explained, “Myositis is an 
inflammation of the muscles. It can be caused by an infec-
tion, most commonly a viral infection or bacterial infection. 
It can be autoimmune when your own body attacks your 
own muscles, drugs, or some injury. “ “It manifests weak-
ness in the muscles like difficulty in movements, swelling 
and pain in the muscles. The test that needs to be done is 
CPK. Another confirmatory test is a biopsy. The treatment 
for the disease is anti-inflammatory drugs and intravenous 
immunoglobulin. It may or may not improve always, and 
it might be a controllable disease only and may not be fully 
curable,” he added.

Photo shared by Samantha on her Instagram account. 
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FIVE INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT 
HALLOWEEN 2022
As people continue to consider their Halloween 
costumes and make party plans for this year, here is 
a list of interesting Halloween facts that you might not 
know.

FIRST HALLOWEEN 
CELEBRATIONS 
The first Halloween celebrations date back 

2,000 years. It was celebrated on 1 November in Eng-
land, then Ireland. Later, the custom became All Saints’ 
Day. All Hallows Eve, the day before All Saints Day, even-
tually evolved into Halloween.

ROOTS OF TRICK-OR-TREAT
It’s not a brand-new custom to accept can-
dy from complete strangers on one night 
a year. It was referred to as “guising” back 

then in Scotland and Ireland. Young people donned cos-
tumes and knocked on doors in search of food or cash 
in exchange for singing, writing, or performing other 
“tricks.” Nowadays, the custom has changed to involve 
kids dressing up and asking for candy. 

FINDING A HUSBAND RITUAL  
In the 18th century, single women created 
Halloween customs that were meant to aid 
them in finding a loving partner. Women once 

threw apple peels over their shoulders in the hopes 
that they would land with their future husband’s initials 
carved into the pattern. The winner would allegedly 
marry first when they bobbed for apples at gatherings. 
They even used to hold a candle in front of a mirror while 
standing in a dark room as they searched for the image 
of their future husband.

MAJORITY SPENDING ON 
CANDY 
When it comes to our love of Halloween, 

many of us back up our words. The majority of spend-
ing is on candy (95%), followed by decorations (75%) and 
costumes (65%) in that order in America.

TOP HALLOWEEN CANDY
Skittles are one of the few non-chocolate 
candies to rank among the most well-liked 
Halloween candies, despite the fact that the 

majority of the top Halloween candies contain at least 
a small amount of chocolate. 

— SNOBAR 
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CULTURAL EXCHANGE

JAPAN FILM AND MUSIC FESTIVAL AIMED AT DEEPENING 
TIES BETWEEN PEOPLE OF INDIA AND JAPAN
To commemorate the 70th 
anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between Japan and 
India, the Japan Foundation 
in association with the Em-
bassy of Japan in India and 
PVR Cinemas, is set to orga-
nise the Japan Film and Mu-
sic Festival across the four 
metro cities of Delhi, Mum-
bai, Chennai and Bengaluru. 
The festival will kickstart in 
Delhi from 4 to 6 November, 
followed by Mumbai from 
11 to 13 November, Chennai 
from 25 to 27 November and 
Bengaluru from 9 to 11 De-
cember. 

The Japanese Film Festi-
val (JFF), which was first 
held in 2016 across ASEAN 
countries and Australia, 
debuted in India in 2017 
and returns this year after a 
three-year hiatus. This year’s 
festival is special edition and 
will feature ‘The World of 
RADWIMPS and Makoto 
Shinkai’. RADWIMPS is a 
famous Japanese rock band 
formed in 2001 and has been 
awarded the Japanese Acad-
emy Award for Best Original 
Score, for composing the 
soundtracks for record-
breaking animated feature 
films like “Your Name.” and 
“Weathering With You,” di-
rected by world-renowned 
animator and filmmaker 
Makoto Shinkai. RAD-
WIMPS is also compos-
ing the music for Makoto 
Shinkai’s upcoming movie 

“Suzume”, which is sched-
uled for release in Japan, on 
11 November.

Speaking about the festival, 

Mr. Koji Sato, Director Gen-
eral, Japan Foundation said, 
“India-Japan ties go back to 
the 6th century when Bud-

dhism was first introduced 
in Japan and since then, the 
two countries have shared 
a close relationship, en-
compassing not just trade 
and economic ties but also 

cultural exchange. In our 
contemporary culture, both 
music and films are shared 
and enjoyed by the wider 
public, making us feel much 
closer. In this memorable 

year of friendship, we are 
bringing India a true slice 
of Japanese entertainment; 
helping friends make happy 
moments and memories 
across the country.”

The festival will feature a 
recorded concert of RAD-
WIMPS from their world 
premiere of “FOREVER IN 
THE DAZE TOUR 2021-
2022” along with the “Your 
Name Orchestra concert”. 
The Japan Film & Music 
Festival will also showcase 
Makoto Shinkai’s anima-
tion movies, including 
“Weathering With You”, 
“Your Name.”, “The Garden 
of Words”, “Children Who 
Chase Lost Voices”, “5 Cen-
timeters per Second” and 

“The Place Promised in Our 
Early Days”.

“Your Name.” was not only 
a critical success but became 
the third highest grossing 
animated movie of all time, 
worldwide, with interna-
tional box office collections 
in excess of $330 million. 
“Weathering With You,” the 
last film by Makoto Shinkai 
received critical and com-
mercial success across the 
globe. It was Japan’s official 
entry to the Academy Award 
for Best International Fea-
ture Film. It is also the first 
anime film to be commer-
cially released in India.

 A large petition and a 
major twitter trend got 
Makoto Shinkai’s attention 

which subsequently led 
to the release of the film in  
India. The Japan Founda-
tion is Japan’s only institu-
tion dedicated to carrying 
out comprehensive inter-
national cultural exchange 
programmes throughout 
the world. With the objec-
tive of deepening mutual 
understanding between the 
people of Japan and other 
countries, its various activi-
ties and information servic-
es create opportunities for 
interpersonal interactions. 
The Japan Foundation New 
Delhi was officially estab-
lished in January 1994 and 
has been carrying out the 
Foundation’s programmes 
since then.

DEBJEET DEY

RADWIPMS TOUR AROUND THE WORLD
New Delhi: Formed in 2001, Japanese 4-piece band 
Radwimps made their major label debut in 2005. Soon 
after, they garnered a broad fan base, with the younger 
generation at the core. The band’s creation of music for 
record-breaking animated feature films “Your Name.” and 
“Weathering with You” led to recognitions at the Japanese 
Academy Award for Best Original Score. Their musical ac-
tivities go far beyond Japan, including touring extensively 
around the world. In Nov. 2021, the band released their 
latest studio album “FOREVER DAZE” and went on the 
road for nationwide tour to support the album. “FOREVER 
DAZE” was written and recorded throughout the pandemic 
and speaks to the musical challenges the guys faced, their 
hopes moving forward and features a diverse group of 
collaborators and experimental elements. The band has 
also released a score for the Japanese movie “The Last 10 
Years” and theme song “NINGEN GOKKO” for a Japanese 
TV drama in 2022.

Japanese 4-piece band Radwimps 

Animation movies will also be showcased at the event.

RADWIMPS

The European Union Film 
Festival (EUFF) is back 
with its on-ground edition 
after two years of the pan-
demic. The 27th edition of 
the festival will be hosted 
in New Delhi from 4 – 13 
November, 2022. The fes-
tival will screen 27 movies 
from 27 EU member states 
in 23 languages. Organized 
by the Delegation of the 
European Union to India, 
Embassies of EU Member 
States and regional part-
ners, the EUFF is an an-
nual event that endeavors 
to celebrate the diversity 
as well as the creativity of 
European cinema, heri-
tage, and culture. This year 
the festival also marks the 
celebration of 60 years of 
diplomatic relationship 
between India and Euro-
pean Union. The festival 
is a step towards creating 
a larger cultural exchange 
between India and EU.
The European Union Film 
Festival is an excellent 
platform to discover Eu-
ropean cinema as it brings 
some of the best stories 
and creators from Europe 
face to face with the Indian 
audiences. The European 
Union Film Festival will 
be hosted in New Delhi 
across three venues – India 
Habitat Centre, Instituto 
Cervantes and India Inter-
national Center. The 2022 
edition of EUFF brings to 
India an eclectic mix of cin-
ema, from human drama to 
fantasy, all rooted in solid 

storytelling 
backed by 
riveting 
perfor-
mances 
and ex-
traordi-
nary visu-
als. Virtual 
film fes-
tival 

will 

fol-
low 
the on-
ground 
film fes-
tival and 
will run 
from 
15th 
November to 15th Decem-
ber ’22, thereby promising 
40 days of high quality, 
award winning cinema 

that’s specifically curated 
to delight the Indian audi-
ences.
The festival will feature 
movies from Austria, Bel-
gium, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Czechia, Denmark, Es-
tonia, Finland, France, 

G e r m a ny,  G r e e c e , 
Hungary, Ireland, It-
aly, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, 
Netherlands, Poland, 

Portugal, Romania, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Spain, and Swe-
den. These include 
some of the most 

talked about 
movies that 
h ave  b e e n 
awarded / 

partici-
pated 
in 
pres-
ti-

gious 
Europe-
an film 
festivals. 

T h e  E u -
ropean 
Union 

Film Festival opens with 
the screening of ‘Easy Liv-
ing,’ an Italian coming-of-
age comedy, directed by the 

duo of Orso Miyakawa and 
Peter Miyakawa.
   In this story, different 
characters with differ-
ent backgrounds, ages 
and personal issues find 
a common goal, not for 
charity but for friendship. 
Will an illegal immigrant 
be able to cross the Italian 
border to reconnect with 
his pregnant wife in Paris? 
The closing film of the on-
ground version of the fes-
tival will be ‘Sonata’ from 
Poland. 
Some of the other movies to 
watch out for are the Dutch 
film ‘Do Not Hesitate,’ the 
Estonian film ‘Rain,’ the 
Spanish film ‘The Volun-
teer,’ the Bulgarian film 
‘The Naked Truth About 
Zhiguli Band,’ the French 
film ‘Les Perfumes,’ the 
Greek film ‘Tailor,’ the 
Czech film ‘Even Mice 
Belong in Heaven,’ and 
the Austrian film ‘Fox in a 
Hole,’ among others.
All the films at the festival 
will have English subtitles 
and the entry will be on a 
first come, first serve basis. 
Since some of the movies 
are 18+, the visitors are ad-
vised to check the ratings 
before planning a visit.

EUFF SET TO RETURN WITH ITS 
ON-GROUND EDITION

ANNUAL EVENT

27th edition of European Union Film Festival Poster of the Greek film Tailor

MURTAZA ALI KHAN
DEEP FOCUSMONIDIPA DEY

ART OF TEMPLE

The beautifully sculpted 
Kakatiyan temples seen in 
Telengana are predomi-
nantly dedicated to Shiva, 
and they generally fol-
low the Ekakuta, Trikuta, 
or Panchakuta plan. The 
sculptural art on the temple 
walls of this time gives us an 
idea of the socio-religious 
atmosphere of that era. A 
favourite theme in Kakati-
yan temple sculptures were 
stories from various epics, 
such as the Mahabharata, 
Ramayana, Bhagavat Gita, 
and the Puranas. The arti-
sans would take inspiration 
from these texts and trans-
fer their imaginations onto 
stone sculptures on temple 
walls and panels, making it 
easily available for the view-
ing and understanding of 
the common people. The 
Andhradesa society during 
the Kakatiya era also saw 
some religious movements 
associated with Jainism, 
Buddhism, Shaivism and 
Vaishnavism.
Sri Someswara temple in 
Kolanupaka
This Shiva temple is situated 
around 82 km from Waran-
gal and located near Kulpak 
ji, a famous Jain temple. 
Someswara temple is also 
known as Veyi Lingala gudi, 
meaning the temple of the 
thousand lingas.  Adorned 
with beautiful carvings and 
sculptures the temple is 
believed to have been origi-
nally built in Chalukyan 
style. Various inscriptions 
found here place the temple 
at around 1070-1126 CE 

which is derived from the 
different narrations found 
on these inscriptions that 
give a detailed account of 
how the Chalukyan kings 
patronised the temple by 
donating land, gold, cows, 
etc. The temple, as it stands 
now, however shows a great 
deal of Kakatiyan work-
manship too, possibly ow-
ing to the later additions/
modifications/renovations  
made by them, as evident 
from the typical Kakatiyan 
era mandapa pillars that 
show square blocks with 
circular discs in many parts. 
The huge entrance gate is 
also built in the Kakatiyan 
style.  The main deity of the 
temple is Bhagwan Shiva in 
the form of Swayambu or 
Someshwara Swamy, and 
his consort is Shakti or Devi 
Chandika. There is a huge 
Saharsalinga inside one of 
the temple sanctums, which 
gives it the name of Veyi Lin-
gala gudi.  It is also believed 
that this is the birth place of 
‘Renukacharya’, the great 
‘Veera Saiva’ saint, who was 
born from the ‘Swayambu 
Linga’ found in this village, 
and was later absorbed into 
it after he finished preach-
ing Veera Saivam. A statue 
of Renukacharya is pres-
ent in the sanctum along 
with the Swayambu Linga. 
In front of the temple there 
is a four pillared nandi 
mandapa with a Kakati-
yan nandi sitting inside. 
 The temple complex also 
houses an Archaeological 
Museum in the front pil-

lared corridor area, and 
this museum gallery holds 

many wonderful sculptures 
ranging from 10th to 14th c. 
CE that were found in this 
region.
This temple is a must visit 
archaeological site for heri-
tage lovers in order to see 
the exquisitely carved sa-
hasralinga and other murtis 
in the various sanctums in-
side and the small museum 
in front, while exploring 
the beautiful temple with 
its mixed Chalukyan and 
Kakatiyan architecture and 
art style.  

SRI SOMESWARA TEMPLE REFLECTS CHALUKYAN 
AND KAKATIYAN STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE

BEAUTIFUL CARVINGS

Sri Someswara temple in Kolanupaka, Telengana
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The Crash of a Civili-
zation by Kanchan 
Banerjee critically 

views how the profound 
and long-term influence 
of foreign ideologies and 
forces such as Christian, 
Islamic, and later colonists, 
western, and Marxists have 
impacted India, her society, 
and people.

Banerjee gives a great in-
sight into the crash of one 
of the world’s oldest civili-
zations and brings the his-
torical view that explains 
both why the Indic civili-
zation has been denigrated 
and why it is rising again to-
day at the forefront of a new 
global spiritual civilization 
with a cosmic vision. 

The subject of this book is 
how foreign ideologies and 
forces Christian, Islamic, 
and later colonists, western 
and Marxists; profound 
and long-term influence 
have impacted India, her 
society, and people. The 
Current condition of each 
citizen, the society, and the 
nation are the result of a 
deeply complex history. But 
what we know from history 
books, especially academic 
textbooks, are constructs 
based on the narratives of 
political powers, colonists, 
and outdated socioeco-
nomic analysts. The time 
has come to know and un-
derstand our true history 
from fresh and updated 
perspectives. 

With a computer science 
background, Kanchan Ba-
nerjee makes this remark-
able and significant contri-
bution, attempting to depict 
the current era with unique 
and lively storytelling using 
carefully studied evidence, 
logical deduction, and anal-
ysis. He has given detailed 
and comprehensive de-
scriptions and assessments 
from pre-Islamic Arabia’s 
history, foreign attacks and 
invasions of the Huns, the 
Turks to the Islamic rule 

and occupation in Delhi, 
and the British colonial and 
imperial atrocities.

How did the crash and 
fall of a great ancient civili-
zation happen? How has it 
wounded the body and soul 
of a nation to break into sev-
eral pieces? And what is the 
way to change the direction 
to the path of recovery and 
revival? This book is an ef-
fort to find the answers to 
these questions from our 
true history. If we know our 
past, we can change our fu-
ture as well.

The Crash of a Civiliza-
tion has received tremen-
dous early praise from 
Padma Bhushan Prof Ved 
P Nanda, Prof. Saradindu 
Mukherji, and Central In-
formation Commissioner 
Uday Mahurkar.

“The book is special, and 
an important contribu-
tion as Kanchan Banerjee 
brings a fresh and lively 
perspective to this era. He 
related the comprehen-

sive and detailed story, 
going back to pre-islamic 
Arabia’s history of attacks 
from huns and numerous 
other invasions, and the Is-
lamic rule, followed by the 
British Occupation, up-to 
present day in India. He 
paints a realistic picture of 
plunders massacres, and 
the destructions of temples 
educational institutions, 
and industries. Banerjee’s 
focus however, is not on 
history per so, but the im-
pact of the major actors and 
events that shaped this his-
tory, as he concludes that 
the Islamic rule, colonial 
subjugations, missionar-
ies, misguided zeal, and 
Marxist, slant on India’s 
past accomplishments, 
have sought to destroy the 
Indian civilization,’’ says 
Padma Bhushan Prof. Ved 
P. Nanda, Professor at the 
Sturm College of Law and 
former Vice Provost of the 
University of Denver, Colo-
rado.

GREAT INSIGHT

A PERSPECTIVE ON HOW 
INDIAN CIVILIZATION 
WAS IMPACTED BY WEST
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

The news came in a 
few days ago that this 
year’s Man Booker 

Prize has been awarded to 
Shehan Karunatilaka, the 
Sri Lankan author of The 
Seven Moons of Maali Al-
meida, which explores the 
civil war in his country. It 
appears to be a good time for 
South Asian writing for just 
a few months ago, the Inter-
national Booker Prize (which 
is for translated fiction) was 
awarded to Gitanjali Shree 
for Tomb of Sand, which was 
Ret ki Samadhi in the Hindi 
original, and speaks, inter 
alia, of the tragic unfolding 
of the Partition and how it 
affected millions of lives. 

There are lessons here for 
both writers and publishers 
to be found in these awards. 

These can be found in the 
names of the publishers 
who published both these 
books. Shehan’s book was 
published by little-known 
Sort of Books, a London-
based indie publisher. Tomb 
of Sand too did not find a big 
mainstream publisher and 
was published by relatively 
unknown Tilted Axis Books, 
a non-profit British publish-
ing house. 

Every writer first ap-
proaches the big publish-
ing houses and then if after 
trying for several months or 
even years he is still unsuc-
cessful in securing a deal, he 
settles for a lesser-known 
publishing house. It can be 
fairly assumed that the pub-
lishers who eventually took 
out their books were not 
either Shehan’s or Gitanjali 
Shree’s first choice. 

The clear implication of 
this is that publishers are 
cowards, not only in Sri 
Lanka and India but also 
in the United Kingdom. Big 
publishing houses such as 
Harper Collins and Penguin 
do have a literary section that 
considers literary fiction for 
publication aside from com-
mercial fiction. However, 

the editors in these sections 
clearly slipped up in ignor-
ing these two gems. Now that 
these books have won major 
awards, the big publishing 
houses will eagerly queue 
up to partner with the small 
publishers who will not have 
the network or infrastruc-
ture to promote these books 
globally.

Shehan’s case is a little 
more complex. It is easy to 
understand his mistrust of 
the selection process of big 
publishing houses. China-
man: The Legend of Pradeep 
Mathew, his very first novel, 
garnered for him the Com-
monwealth Prize but was, 
amazingly enough, self-
published. It was fortunate 
for him that the prize did not 
disqualify self-published 
work which is the case with 
some other awards. Not only 
did it win him the Common-
wealth Prize but also the 
DSC Prize and the Gratiaen 
Prize.

Every artist craves a degree 
of validation from the out-
side world, which may take 
the form of sales, reviews, 
and awards, and writers are 
no exception. The Booker, 
be it the Man Booker or the 

International Booker, is one 
of the most respected literary 
awards in the world, and can 
catapult a hitherto unknown 
writer to international liter-
ary stardom. Lesser awards 
often follow, and for the au-
thors and publishers there is 
the additional possibility of 
a web series or movies being 
made that are based on these 
books.

The Indian author Kiran 
Desai who won the Man 
Booker Prize in 2006 for 
The Inheritance of Loss, ob-

served in an interview that 
there was an extraordinary 
amount of chance in her win-
ning the award. She was not 
being modest here, simply 
honest.

In Shehan’s case the irony 
is that his book was already 
published two years earlier 
by Penguin India under the 
title Chats with the Dead. 
However, even being pub-
lished by as illustrious name 
as Penguin India does not 
mean that your book has 
been published ‘internation-

ally.’ The Man Booker can 
only be awarded to a book 
that has been published in 
the UK, and therefore his 
book in its Penguin India 
avatar could not have been 
considered eligible for the 
prize. It was important for 
Shehan that his book be 
published internationally, 
but since Penguin was not 
willing to do that, for what-
ever reasons, he had to find 
someone else. Many au-
thors would have given up 
but kudos to Shehan for his 

persistence for had he not 
persisted the book would 
not have been published in 
the UK in a further edited 
version. He could have all 
too easily given up, for in a 
sense his book was already 
published in India. But then 
if it had not been published 
in the UK it could not have 
won the Man Booker. Now 
of course Penguin India has 
partnered with Tilted Axis 
Books, the small UK pub-
lisher, to launch the newer 
version of the book in India!

What are the lessons here 
for publishers? The les-
son for big publishers is to 
improve their manuscript 
evaluation or assessment 
process, and not think only 
of profits. The lesson for 
indie presses is to keep a 
look out for excellent work 
that may have been ignored 
by the big publishers. To-
gether with their authors 
Tilted Axis Books and Sort of 
Books have also now become 
famous in publishing circles.

What are the lessons for 
authors if any? The lesson 
for authors is to not take a re-
jection by the big publishers 
too much to heart. Somehow 
publishing houses cannot get 

their act together and every 
so often brilliant writing 
slips through their hands. 
Shehan knew deep down 
that both he and his book 
deserved better and his de-
cision to look for someone, 
even a small press, in the UK 
who would publish it was 
one of the smartest decisions 
he made, if not the smartest.

Are there any lessons for 
India? As India gains in 
status and prestige around 
the world it must also start 
to institute international 
awards that acknowledge 
excellent work and artistic 
endeavours done across the 
world, be it in the world of 
cinema, architecture, plays 
or fiction. We will need to 
have to have a jury for these 
awards composed of Indian 
and international experts. 
If curated properly, such 
awards can also eventually 
command such prestige that 
the world will wait for them, 
just like they do presently for 
the Booker.
The writer is the prolific author 
of 35 books across multiple 
genres. He has worked for the 
United Nations for over two de-
cades across three continents in 
numerous countries.

TRUTH TO TELL

LESSONS FOR AUTHORS FROM THIS YEAR’S BOOKER PRIZES

RAJESH TALWAR

Rarely one finds a book on the 
heroes of rural transforma-
tion. The book “Incredible 
Stories: The Changemakers 
of Bharat”, edited by Niraj 
Kumar, is refreshing and 
interesting. The twelve hard-
hitting stories in the book 
tell readers what the hinter-
land is like and how villagers 
struggle with and triumph 
over seemingly insurmount-
able challenges. In simple 
language, often through 
dialogue, these true stories 
narrate sagas of pain and suf-
fering, awakening and action, 
grassroots leadership and 
teamwork. They witness how 
ordinary men and women in 
Indian villages have shaped 

the lives and destinies of mil-
lions. 

A unique combination of an 
academician and a practising 
professional as joint authors 
of each story has made each 
story factual and complete 
and has brought its context 
and players much closure to 
reality.  Although every story 
is different – with different 
situations, challenges and 
players – they have the same 
message: be innovative, take 
the community along in over-
coming obstacles, and make 
lives better for everyone. 
They reiterate that you do 
not need to be superhuman in 
order to bring about positive 
change. The protagonist in 
each story is confronted with 
a unique challenge, which 
may be social, technical, eco-

nomic, natural (climate-relat-
ed), or a combination of two 
or more factors. As each story 
progresses along a chain of 
setbacks and solutions, of 
hopes and despair, defeats 
and victories, readers find 
themselves relating to and 
identifying with the settings 
and characters. The presen-
tation seems so natural that 
readers will never ever want 
to leave the story halfway and 
will cherish their journey to 
the final triumph.

While in one of the stories, 
the statements of a govern-
ment official, “Single women 
should not be identified as 
eligible for the scheme … 
their inclusion will send a 
wrong message to society…. 
More and more women will 
want to be separated from 

their husbands for the land’s 
sake,” explains the current 
thinking towards women in 
society; in another story, a 
changemaker’s question, “a 
river flows across the village, 
yet we crave water. ……have 
we development profession-
als been able to meet even the 
villagers’ basic needs?” shows 
the challenge and frustration 
professionals encounter 
working in the villages. 

Though narration in most 
of the stories is natural, in 
the case of a couple of stories, 
authors, to keep the interest 
of readers intact, seemed to 
have swept away and have 
become a bit theatrical. The 
success achieved by the pro-
tagonists appears relatively 
simple and easier, which 
may not be the case in real-

ity. However, the book has 
been able to meet its objec-
tive of telling the true story 
to inspire the readers. 

The book is a welcome ad-
dition to the existing litera-
ture on this hitherto ignored 
and less explored subject. 
The book will certainly ap-
peal to a broad audience, 
particularly young readers, 
who have devoured books 
such as Ordinary People: 
Extraordinary Lives (Sudha 
Murthy) and Connect the 
Dots (Rashmi Bansal). But 
this book is handy for those 
interested in rural transfor-
mation, community em-
powerment, innovations at 
the grassroots, and inclusive 
and sustainable develop-
ment.  And a must-read if 
you aspire to inspire. 

HARD-HITTING STORIES

INCREDIBLE STORIES: CHANGEMAKERS 
OF BHARAT NARRATE SAGAS OF PAIN 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

Shehan Karunatilaka, the Sri Lankan author of The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida

When we talk about culture, 
mythology is one word that 
resonates most with it. It re-
flects our history and roots.

Since childhood, we are 
told and shown multiple ren-
ditions of our mythological 
books and holy scriptures. It 
is believed that these books 
inculcate in children ethics 
and morals and mold their 
intellect and consciousness. In 
recent years we have seen the 
rise of mythological fiction as 
one of the most loved genres 
by young and adults alike.

The books written under 
this genre are a confluence 
of cultural backgrounds and 
modern-day ideas and plots. 
They dress the age-old beliefs, 
ideologies, traditions, tales, 
and myths in contemporary 
grabs. While keeping the sto-
ries alive, they bring forth a 
whole new perspective, voice, 
and emotions.

Beeja House takes forward 
the same ethos with its new 
release ‘Mystery of Lankesh-

wari Devi’ by Dibyendu 
Choudhary. The first of the 
five books in the “Patal Loka 
Series”, the story springs with 
an undercover Indian Foreign 
Service (IFS) officer who is de-
termined to safeguard India’s 
historical mysteries and its 
treasures. He allies with the 
NSA and CBI to fight against 
the time. Amid all this, the sa-
cred idol of Lankeshwari Devi 
is stolen from the temple itself.

On the run, he receives clues 
and eventually ends up with a 
puzzle crafted within the Man-

tra lines. His journey to reveal 
secrets opens up interesting 
clues for the next destination. 
But he has to run as fast as he 
can because the Kali Yuga is 
ending by April 2030.

Come, unfold the pages and 
walk on a journey to a different 
realm. Witness in words and 
actions what the book says, 
“Our mythology is a Metaverse 
within the Multiverse.”

Being born in the quaint 
town of West Bengal, Diby-
endu Choudhary has seen his 
fair share of ups and downs 

in life. With multiple jobs and 
professional changes, the au-
thor found his calling with this 
book. Even being in full-time 
sales to changing jobs and be-
ing a full-time professor for the 
sake of stability, his mind trav-
eled with books. His imagina-
tion and ideas ran leaps and 
bounds with every turn of 
the page, and every book he 
read. However, amid all the 
books and genres he has read, 
mythological fiction is what 
his heart rejoices in reading. 
And thus came the idea of 
writing a five-book series: the 
‘Patal Loka Series’; ‘Mystery of 
Lankeshwari Devi’ being the 
first one.

“When we talk about fic-
tion, we talk about creation 
and imagination. When we 
talk about mythology, we talk 
about history and culture. 
And when these two com-
bine, what we get is a powerful 
narrative laced with myth, cul-
tures, imagination, and truth. 
Mythological fiction holds a 
strong ground when it comes 
to being a part of India’s lit-
erature community. And with 

‘Mystery of Lankeshwari Devi’ 
by Dibyendu Choudhary I am 
glad that Beeja House is a part 
of this fraternity,’ says Geetika 
Saigal. She is a 5-Time TEDx 
Speaker, Bestselling Author, a 
Multi Award-winning Coach 
and Founder & CEO of Beeja 
House, India’s 1st & only Men-
tored Publishing House.

The author while sharing his 
experiences said, “Indian my-
thologies have always been my 
source of inspiration. My three 
years long stay in the UK and 
Europe for my professional life 
exposed me to another fantasy 
world which is more fun than 
reading a book. It awakened 
me from a deep sleep. With 
constant travelling between 
cities, I understood that this 
entire world is like an open 
library. Getting exposed to 
several cultures, and people 
getting soaked with European 
folktales and traditions made 
me understand how rich In-
dian culture is.”

So, grab a cup of coffee this 
weekend and discover some 
unshared and unheard truths, 
myths, and mysteries.

NEW RELEASE 

EXPLORE HIDDEN TRUTHS IN DIBYENDU 
CHOUDHARY’S LATEST BOOK
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 
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LEADING RUN-SCORER 

Kohli becomes second player 
to complete 1,000 runs in 
T20 World Cup’s history

Star Indian batter Virat Kohli on 
Sunday completed 1,000 runs at 
ICC T20 World Cup events, becom-

ing only the second player to do 
so.

The star accomplished this 
landmark during India’s match 

against South Africa in Perth. In 
the match, Kohli could score only 12 

off 11 balls, consisting of two fours. He 
was dismissed by pacer Lungi Ngidi.

Now, in 24 matches across 22 in-
nings, Virat has scored 1,001 runs at 
an average of 83.41. His highest score 
in the tournament is 89*. Twelve half-
centuries have come off his bat.

The tournament’s all-time top-scorer 
is Sri Lankan great Mahela Jayawar-
dene, who has scored 1,016 runs at an 

average of 39.07 in 31 matches. 
One century and six fifties have 
come off his bat, with the best in-
dividual score of 100.

Others on the list of leading 
run-scorers in the tournament 
are: West Indies legend Chris 

Gayle (965),  Indian 
skipper Rohit Shar-

ma (919) and 
Sri Lankan 
g r e a t  T i l -
lakaratne 

Dilshan (897).

TDG NETWORK
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TREMENDOUS BENEFIT

Four ATP Challenger tennis 
contests to be held in India in 2023

The All India Tennis Asso-
ciation (AITA) announced 
on Tuesday that India would 
host up to four ATP Chal-
lenger tennis events in early 
2023.

The tennis events will 
mark the return of the ATP 
Challenger Tour to the na-
tion after a two-year gap. The 
last ATP Challenger event 
held in India was the 2020 
Bengaluru Open. Three of 
the events will be ATP Chal-
lenger 100s, held in Chennai, 
Bengaluru, and Pune, respec-
tively. Meanwhile, Nagpur 
will host its first ATP Chal-
lenger 50 tournament.

While the specific dates are 
yet to be revealed, the events 
will take place in early 2023, 

following India’s Davis Cup 
World Group Playoffs in 
February.

“We are sure that Indian 
tennis players will be tremen-
dously benefitted from these 
events and our players will 
make maximum use of the 
opportunities that AITA has 
created for players,” AITA 
Secretary General Anil Dhu-
par said as quoted by Olym-
pics.com. “The two years of 
COVID took its toll on the 
tournaments in India, but 
the record events will help 
our players bounce back, 
improve their international 
rankings, and prove their 
mettle,” Dhupar added.

In addition to the four ATP 
Challengers, India will host 
eight ITF men’s tournaments, 
nine ITF women’s events, 
and 11 ITF junior events, two 

each of Grade 2, Grade 3, and 
Grade 4, and five Grade 5, be-
tween November and March 
of this year.

Grade 2 competitions will 
be held in New Delhi and 
Kolkata, Grade 3 competi-
tions in Pune and Chandi-
garh, Grade 4 competitions 
in Delhi and Guwahati, and 
Grade 5 competitions in In-
dore, Gurugram, Dehradun, 
Bhilai, and Madurai.

All of the activities will take 
place in 13 different states 
around the country.

Earlier, the Indian tennis 
team could not overcome 
their Davis Cup 2022 World 
Group I opponent Norway, 
ending in a 3-1 loss for them. 
India will now compete in the 
World Group I play-off round 
for the following year’s com-
petition. 

TDG NETWORK
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NATIONAL GAMES

‘NATIONAL GAMES THIS TIME WAS 
BIGGEST EVER ORGANIZED IN INDIA’
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday congratu-
lated all the teams and ath-
letes who participated, won 
medals and made records in 
the recently-concluded 36th 
National Games.

Speaking on the 94th edi-
tion of his monthly radio pro-
gramme ‘Mann ki Baat’, he 
addressed the nation saying, 
“Friends, Tomorrow, the 31st 
of October, is National Unity 
Day, the auspicious occasion 
of the birth anniversary of 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. On 
this day, ‘Run for Unity’ is or-
ganized in every corner of the 
country. This race strength-
ens the thread of unity in the 
country, inspires our youth.” 
“A few days ago, the same sen-
timent has been seen during 
our National Games as well. 
With the theme ‘Judega India 
to Jeetega India’, national 
game, on the one hand, have 
given a strong message of 

unity, on the other, have pro-
moted India’s sports culture. 
National Games this time was 
the biggest ever organized in 
India. 36 sports were includ-
ed in this, in which, 7 new and 
two indigenous competitions, 
Yogasan and Mallakhamb 
were also included. The three 
teams that were at the fore in 
winning the Gold Medal are 
- Services team, Maharash-
tra and Haryana team. Six 
National Records and about 
60 National Games Records 
were also made in these 
games. I congratulate all the 

players, who won medals, 
made new records, partici-
pated in this sports competi-
tion. I also wish these players 
a bright future,” he concluded 
his point.

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed his heartfelt appre-
ciation for the people who 
contributed to successful 
organisation of the games 
in Gujarat, when it was also 
celebrating the festival of Na-
varatri.

“Before organizing these 
games, once it came to my 
mind that at this time the 

whole of Gujarat is involved 
in these festivals, so how will 
people be able to enjoy these 
games? Such elaborate ar-
rangement and on the other 
hand, arrangements for 
Navratri Garba etc. How will 
Gujarat do all this work at the 
same time? But the people of 
Gujarat made all the guests 
happy with their hospitality. 
The way art, sports and cul-
ture came together during the 
National Games in Ahmed-
abad, it filled all with joy.”

“While the players also used 
to participate in the games 
during the day; in the evening 
they used to get immersed in 
the colors of Garba and Dan-
diya. They also shared a lot 
of pictures of Gujarati food 
and Navratri on social me-
dia. It was a pleasure for all 
of us to see. After all, through 
games like these, one comes to 
know about the diverse cul-
tures of India. They equally 
strengthen the spirit of ‘Ek 
Bharat-Shreshtha Bharat’,” 
he concluded.

TDG NETWORK
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National Games mascot Savaj

MILESTONE 

TIM SOUTHEE BECOMES LEADING 
WICKET-TAKER IN SHORTEST FORMAT
New Zealand pacer Tim South-
ee has surpassed Bangladesh’s 
all-rounder Shakib al Hasan 
to become the leading wicket-
taker in T20I cricket.

The bowler accomplished 
this milestone during his 
side’s Group 1, Super 12 stage 
match against Sri Lanka at the 
Sydney Cricket Ground (SCG) 
on Saturday. Southee shined in 
the match with his economi-
cal wicket-taking spell of 1/12 
in four overs. His miserly spell 
was one of the reasons why 
the Kiwis defeated Sri Lanka 
by 65 runs. Now, Southee has 
126 wickets in his 102 appear-
ances for the Kiwis. These 
wickets have come at an aver-
age of 23.98 and an economy 
rate of 8.14. His best bowling 
figures are 5/18. He has sur-
passed the tally of Shakib, 
who has 125 wickets in 107 
matches at an average of 21.18 
and an economy of 6.79. His 
best bowling figures are 5/20.

Other top bowlers in the 

shortest format are: Afghani-
stan spinner Rashid Khan (119 
wickets), Sri Lankan pace leg-
end Lasith Malinga (107 wick-
ets) and New Zealand bowler 
Ish Sodhi (106 wickets).

Coming to the match, New 
Zealand opted to bat first and 
put up 167/7 in their 20 overs. 
Initially left at the spot of both-
er at a score of 15/3, Kiwis re-
covered thanks to an 84-run 
stand for the fourth wicket 
between Glenn Phillips and 
Daryl Mitchell (22). Phillips 
smashed a century, his second 
in T20Is, by scoring 104 in 64 

balls with 10 boundaries and 
four sixes.

Kasun Rajitha was the pick 
of the bowlers for Sri Lanka 
with 2/23. Maheesh Theek-
shana, Wanindu Hasaranga, 
Dhananjaya de Silva, Lahiru 
Kumara took a wicket each.

Chasing 168, Sri Lanka never 
really looked like a threat. Pac-
ers Southee and Trent Boult re-
duced Lankans to 8/4. Lanka 
was bundled out for just 102 
runs, losing the match by 65 
runs. Captain Dasun Shanaka 
top-scored with 35 and Bhanu-
ka Rajapaksa also scored 34, 

but none of the other batters 
could cross the single-digit 
mark.

Boult (4/13) was the best 
bowler for New Zealand. 
Mitchell Santner and Ish 
Sodhi took two wickets each 
while Lockie Ferguson and 
Southee got one each.

With this win, NZ is at the 
top of the points table with five 
points with two wins in three 
matches. Their other match 
was washed out due to rain. 
Sri Lanka is in the fifth position 
with two points and one win, 
two losses in three matches. 

TDG NETWORK
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TENSE PENALTY SHOOTOUT

INDIA DEFEAT AUSTRALIA TO WIN SULTAN OF JOHOR CUP

The Indian Junior Men’s 
Hockey Team put in a fine 
display on a thriller evening 
against Australia, to win the 
10th Sultan of Johor Cup after 
a tense penalty shootout.
The two teams were tied at 1-1 
in regulation time, following 
which 9 penalty shots were 
needed to decide the winner. 
India edged the shootout 5-4 
and won their third Sultan 
of Johor Cup title. It was In-
dia with the first pushback 
of the Final, after which both 
sides looked to play at a high 
tempo, with Mohith Shashi-
kumar pulling off a fine save 
early on. Australia controlled 
proceedings in the early ex-
changes while Captain Uttam 
Singh and Boby Singh Dhami 
tried to push India forward. 
The efforts paid off as India 

broke the deadlock through 
Sudeep Chirmako (14’). India 
went into the first break lead-
ing 1-0, much to the joy of fans 
at the stadium.

Looking to build on the lead 
in the second quarter, India 
began on the front foot, with 
most of the contest being 
played in Australia’s half. As 
the quarter progressed, Aus-
tralia’s hunt for the equaliser 
intensified, and even though 
India were absorbing the 
pressure well, Jack Holland 
(29’) scored. India and Aus-

tralia went into the half-time 
break with the score reading 
1-1.

Both sides came back out 
for the second half with a 
cautious approach, under-
standably not keen to allow 
the opponent any space. Mid-
way through the quarter, In-
dia almost edged ahead with 
Sudeep Chirmako, but neither 
side were able to outsmart the 
other, as the quarter ended 
with the score at 1-1.

In the final quarter, which 
was played in the presence 

of the Sultan of Johor, both 
India and Australia turned 
up the heat by a few notches, 
making it a very entertaining 
phase in the game. However, 
as the final six minutes be-
gan, the score still read 1-1. 
Both sides gave it their all but 
weren’t able to find the winner 
in regulation time, as the Final 
went into a penalty shootout.

In the shootout, it was Aus-
tralia who had the first crack 
with Cooper Burns but Mo-
hith Shashikumar kept him 
out. India started off with 
Vishnukant Singh, who calm-
ly lifted it over the keeper and 
into the back of the net. Liam 
Hart brought scored Austra-
lia’s first goal in the shootout, 
after which Sudeep Chirmako 
shot wide, and the tie-breaker 
was locked at 1-1 after the first 
two shots. Mohith Shashiku-
mar foiled Jayden Atkinson’s 

attempt before Captain Uttam 
Singh won a penalty stroke, 
which Sharda Nand Tiwari 
promptly put away, giving 
India a 2-1 lead. Up next for 
Australia was Joshua Brooks 
and he made it 2-2, but Boby 
Singh Dhami could not put 
India ahead. Australia won 
a penalty stroke off the next 
attempt as Brodee Foster 
was checked by the keeper 
and Joshua Brooks put away 
without much ado. Ankit Pal 
walked up to the spot next for 
India, and he equalised, to 
make it 3-3, taking the game 
into sudden death.

In sudden death, Vishnu-
kant Singh stepped up for In-
dia, but he missed, after which 
Liam Hart was denied by the 
post. Captain Uttam Singh 
gave India a 4-3 lead with 
the next attempt, and Cooper 
Burns made it 4-4.

Indian Junior Men’s Hockey Team

TDG NETWORK
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T20 WORLD CUP

PAKISTAN DEFEAT NETHERLANDS BY 
SIX WICKETS TO CLINCH FIRST WIN
An all-round Pakistan pow-

ered by performances 
from opener Mohammad 

Rizwan and spinner Shadab Khan 
cruised to their first victory of the 
ICC T20 World Cup 2022 after de-
feating the Netherlands by six wick-
ets in Perth on Sunday.

This is first Pakistan win in Aus-
tralia in T20I cricket. With this win, 
Pakistan has registered their two 
points and is in the fifth position in 
the points table. The Netherlands 
is at the bottom and is yet to gain a 
point. Mohammad Rizwan (49) and 
Shadab Khan (3/22) were the key ar-
chitects of this crucial win.

Chasing 92, Pakistan lost skipper 
Babar Azam after an unfortunate 
run-out by Roelof van der Merwe 
for just four off five balls. Pakistan 
was 16/1 in two overs.

Fakhar Zaman was the next batter 
on the crease, joining Mohammad 
Rizwan. The duo took Pakistan 
through the powerplay safely. At 
the end of six overs, Pakistan was 
at 41/1, with Rizwan (24*) and Za-
man (13*) unbeaten. Pacer Brandon 
Glover dismissed Zaman to take 

the first wicket of the match, send-
ing back the batter for 20 off 16 balls. 
Pakistan was at this point at 53/2 in 
7.1 overs.

Shan Masood joined Rizwan at the 
crease to take the chase forward. At 
the end of 10 overs, Pakistan was at 
73/2, with Rizwan (41*) and Masood 
(8*) at the crease. The match was a 
mere formality at this point, with 
Pakistan 19 runs away from a win.

Paul van Meekeren got his first 
wicket, dismissing Rizwan for 49 
off 39 balls, stopping the batter from 

completing his 23rd half-century. 
Iftikhar Ahmed joined Masood for 
the remainder of the chase. Masood 
was dismissed by Glover for just 12 
off 16 balls. Pakistan was at 91/4 in 
13.4 overs.

Pakistan finished their innings at 
95/4 in 13.5 overs, with Shadab Khan 
(4*) and Iftikhar Ahmed (6*).

Glover (2/22) was the pick of the 
bowlers for the Netherlands and 
van Meekeran also got a wicket.

Earlier, a disciplined bowling ef-
fort from Pakistan bowlers, with 

spinner Shadab Khan’s three-
wicket haul being the highlight, 
restricted Netherlands to only 91/9 
in their 20 overs during their Group 
2, Super 12 match of ICC T20 World 
Cup at Perth on Sunday.

A 35-run stand between Colin 
Ackermann (27) and skipper Scott 
Edwards (15) was useful for the 
Dutch to stay away from a humili-
ating finish. Shadab Khan (3/22) 
made sure that Netherlands’ back 
was broken in the first half itself, 
which led to them not even touch-
ing 100-run mark.

Opting to bat first, the Netherlands 
was off to a bad start as they lost the 
opener Stephan Myburgh for a 
sloppy six off 11 balls. Pace spear-
head Shaheen Afridi got his first 
wicket of the match and the tour-
nament, with assistance from the 
safe hands of Mohammad Wasim 
Jr. The Dutch were 7/1 in 2.2 overs. 
The Netherlands was dealt with 
another jolt when star player Bas 
de Leede retired hurt after scoring 
just six. He was hit on his helmet by 
a 142 kmph delivery of pacer Haris 
Rauf. At the end of the powerplay, 
the Netherlands was at poor 19/1, 
with Tom Cooper (1*) joining opener 
Max Odowd (5*). 
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Mohammad Rizwan plays a shot during ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022 Super 12 
Group 2 match between Netherlands and Pakistan, in Perth on Sunday. 

New Zealand pacer Tim Southee 

Virat Kohli 
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OPEN TO IDEAS

He is relaxed, which helps us as a group: 
Indian coach Dravid lauds Rohit Sharma

Indian head coach Rahul 
Dravid said that skipper Ro-
hit Sharma’s relaxed nature 
helps the group and he is open 
to ideas and suggestions from 
others.

“He is quite relaxed, which 
helps the group. He is open 
to suggestions and ideas. We 
have built a good, relaxed 
relationship where we chal-
lenge each other, push each 
other. My job is to support 
him and his vision and to give 
him some space to focus on 
his own game as well. Him 
playing well is good for us, he 
is a class player. If he is play-
ing well, we are going to be a 
competitive side,” said Dravid 
in a video posted by ICC. Ro-
hit said that he is privileged to 

represent his country in the 
tournament for the eighth 
straight time.

“It does not happen with ev-
eryone. I am really lucky and 
honoured. I have evolved as 
player and understood what 
team wants from me as a play-
er and as a captain. It has been 
a long journey, enjoyed it and 

looking forward for more,” he 
added.

Star batter Virat Kohli said 
that Rohit has the vision 
to make India win and has 
worked hard with the rest of 
the management to get the 
group to where it is now.

“The environment within 
changing room is brilliant. 

Credit has to go to them (Ro-
hit and management). Every-
one is comfortable with their 
roles,” added Virat.

Dinesh Karthik, Rohit’s 
teammate from the 2007 T20 
WC winning team said, “He 
has pushed himself into vari-
ous corners when it comes to 
skill and has got better with 
time. He has been a bit like 
wine and has got better with 
time.”

Star all-rounder Hardik 
Pandya, who has played un-
der Rohit as a part of the In-
dian Premier League (IPL) 
franchise Mumbai Indians, 
said that Rohit has progressed 
leaps and bounds as a skipper.

“He gives you enough free-
dom and takes the onus of his 
things. He tells us to do what 
we want to do and he will back 
in case of failure,” he added.
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NO-BALL DRAMA

SEEN SOMETHING LIKE THAT FOR FIRST 
TIME: BANGLADESH’S TASKIN AHMED 

The Craig Ervine-led Zim-
babwe came close to beating 
Bangladesh before eventu-
ally losing the match by 3 
runs in the Super12s of the 
ongoing ICC T20 World 
Cup 2022 here at The Gabba 
on Sunday.

The star bowler of Ban-
gladesh Taskin Ahmed 
said that he had never seen 
something like this last over 
no ball before and added 
that he will focus on im-
proving and giving his best 
for his team in the ongoing 
T20 World Cup. With this 
thrilling win, Bangladesh 
have kept alive their chances 
of reaching the semi-finals 
at the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup with a thrilling three-
run victory over Zimbabwe 
in Brisbane on Sunday.

The way the game’s final 
over played out had crick-
et fans around the world 
crossing their fingers. At 

first, it appeared that Ban-
gladesh had won by four 
runs, but Zimbabwe’s bat-
ters were called back to the 
field after the umpire called 
a no-ball under unusual cir-
cumstances.

“We were nervous in the 
middle after that last ball 
(no-ball). I’ve seen some-
thing like that for the first 
time. Just focusing on im-
proving and giving my best. 
Back home we play on slow 
wickets, and here we get 

early movement and help 
off the track as well,” said 
Taskin Ahmed in a post-
match presentation.

Bowlers handed Bangla-
desh a win they probably 
just earned following a su-
perb new-ball spell from 
Taskin Ahmed (3/19) and an 
equally amazing haul of 2/15 
from Mustafizur Rahman.

“Got a good bunch of fast 
bowling groups, we sup-
port each other and work 
hard to improve ourselves. 

We get great support from 
our bowling coach (Allan 
Donald) and all the other 
support staff. We got a 
good group and hopefully 
improved more,” the fast 
bowler added.

The match between Ban-
gladesh and Zimbabwe 
all came down to the final 
delivery with Blessing Mu-
zarabani on strike and need-
ing four runs off Mosaddek 
Hossain’s bowling.

Hossain appeared to be 
the hero of the match after 
taking successive wickets 
in the two balls, but the 
Bangladesh wicketkeeper 
Nurul Hasan was discov-
ered to have taken the ball 
in front of the stumps. The 
players were brought back 
to the field to replay the final 
delivery.

Hossain repeated the dose 
a second time around as 
Muzarabani failed to con-
nect the bat with the ball 
and handed Bangladesh a 
three-run victory.

TDG NETWORK
BRISBANE

Brilliant half-centuries from 
Aiden Markram and David 
Miller helped South Africa 

overcome early hiccups and defeat 
India by five wickets in their Group 
2, Super 12 match of the ongoing ICC 
T20 World Cup on Sunday.

With this win, South Africa is at top 
of the table with five points and two 
wins in three matches. India is in the 
second position with four points and 
two wins in three. Suryakumar Ya-
dav (68) was India’s only star in bat-
ting. Though India had SA down at 
24/3, Miller (59*) and Markram (52) 
powered them to victory with two 
balls to spare. Chasing 134, South Af-
rica was off to a bad start as they lost 
in-form batters Quinton de Kock (1) 
and Rilee Rossouw (0) to pacer Arsh-
deep Singh. The bowler was breath-
ing fire in his first over and dismissed 
them both within the first three balls. 
Proteas were reduced to 3/2.

After this, Arshdeep joined forces 
with Bhuvneshwar Kumar. The 
youngster and veteran continued 
building immense pressure on out-
of-form skipper Temba Bavuma and 
Aiden Markram, not really letting 
them open their arms loose. Build-
ing up pressure paid off for Men 
in Blue as Bavuma was dismissed 

by Mohammad Shami, after being 
caught behind by wicketkeeper-bat-
ter Dinesh Karthik for 10 off 15 balls. 
Proteas were 24/3 in 5.4 overs.

At the end of the powerplay in six 
overs, South Africa was at 24/3, with 
David Miller (0*) joining Markram 
(12*).

At the end of 10 overs, South Africa 
was at 40/3, with Markram (23*) and 
Miller (5*) at the crease. They needed 
94 in the last 10 overs.

The second half started on a good 
note for Proteas as both batters hit 
Hardik Pandya for 16 runs in the 
11th over, including three fours. SA 
crossed the 50-run mark in 11.4 

overs. In the next over bowled by 
Ravichandran Ashwin, India missed 
a chance to break the partnership 
between Markram and Miller as 
Kohli dropped Markram at deep 
midwicket.

Markram and Miller brought up 
their 50-run stand in 45 balls. The 
14th over by Ashwin was expensive 
as 17 runs came off it, bringing Pro-
teas into a strong position.

Arshdeep was brought back into 
the attack in the 15th over. But by 
then, Markram was unstoppable. 
He brought up his ninth T20I half-
century in 38 balls.

At the end of 15 overs, SA was at 

95/3, with Markram (50*) and Mill-
er (28*) at the crease. 55 runs were 
scored in five overs and Proteas 
needed 39 in the last five overs.

Dinesh Karthik sustained an injury 
and Rishabh Pant was brought in as 
his substitute keeper.

SA brought up their 100 in 15.3 
overs. Hardik broke the 76-run 
stand between Markram-Miller after 
Markram was caught by Suryaku-
mar Yadav for 52 off 41 balls at deep-
midwicket. Proteas were 100/4. 
Tristan Stubbs was the next one on 
the crease.

India took a gamble by bringing 
Ashwin for the 18th over, who had 
struggled to get going all this while. 
Miller welcomed him with two con-
secutive sixes, reducing the equation 
to 13 off 16 balls. However, it was Ash-
win who had the last laugh as Stubbs 
was trapped lbw for six. Half of Pro-
teas batting line up was back in the 
hut for 122 runs and Ashwin finally 
had a wicket.

Wayne Parnell joined Miller. The 
deficit was cut down to 12 off 12 balls, 
with Ashwin making a solid come-
back after being hit for two sixes.

Shami was brought to bowl the 
19th over. He was brilliant so far but 
it was a major test for him. He was hit 
for a four on his first ball and Miller 
brought up his sixth fifty in 41 balls. 

With six runs in his over, India need-
ed to defend six in the final over, with 
danger man Miller still at the crease.

Bhuvneshwar was brought to bowl 
the last over. South Africa levelled the 
scores on the third ball of the innings. 
It finished the innings at 137/5 in 19.4 
overs, with Miller (59*) and Parnell 
(2*).

Arshdeep Singh finished as the 
top bowler for India, taking 2/29. 
Pandya, Shami and Ashwin got a 
wicket each.

The equation was now down to 32 
runs in the final four overs. Arsh-
deep ended his four-over spell with 
2/29 and Proteas needed 25 off 18 
balls. Earlier, South African pacers 
spit fire with the ball to restrict India 
to a score of 133/9, despite Suryaku-
mar Yadav’s brilliance with the bat 
on Sunday at Perth in the ongoing 
T20 World Cup.

The Proteas pacers danced to the 
beats of Suryakumar Yadav’s drum 
as he put on a show with the bat to 
help India reach a sub-par total at the 
pacy Perth pitch, after India’s hor-
rendous start to their batting inning.

Brief Score: India: 133/9 (Suryaku-
mar Yadav 68, Rohit Sharma 15; 
Lungi Ngidi 4/29) lost to South Af-
rica: 137/5 in 19.4 overs (David Miller 
59*, Aiden Markram 52, Arshdeep 
Singh 2/29).

TOP OF GROUP 2
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PERTH

Suryakumar Yadav plays a shot during the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022 Super 
12 Group 2 match between India and South Africa, in Perth on Sunday.

MARKRAM, MILLER SHINE AS SA 
DEFEAT INDIA BY FIVE-WICKETS

ACCOMPLISHED

Rohit becomes 
highest-capped player 
in T20 WC history 

Indian skipper Rohit Shar-
ma on Sunday became the 
highest-capped player in 
the history of the ICC T20 
World Cup event.

The star Indian batter ac-
complished this feat during 
his side’s Group 2, Super 
12 against South Africa at 
Perth. Skipper Rohit did 
not impress on his record-
breaking 36th appearance, 
scoring only 15 off 14 balls 
with a four and six.

Now, Rohit has made 
36 appearances at the 
tournament from 
2007 edition on-
wards  t i l l  the 
present. He has 
s u r p a s s e d  S r i 
L a n k a n  o p e n e r 
Tillakaratne 
Dilshan. This 
former great 
made 35 ap-
pearances at 
the event.

I n  3 6 
matches 
across 31 in-
nings, Rohit 
has scored 919 
runs at an average 

of 36.76 and a strike rate of 
130.73. Nine half-centuries 
have come off his bat, with 
best score of 79*. He is the 
fourth-highest run scorer 
in tournament history. He 
also has the most sixes by 
an Indian player in tourna-
ment history.

Rohit and Dilshan are fol-
lowed by the likes of former 
West Indies all-rounder 
Dwayne Bravo, former 
Pakistan all-rounder Sha-
hid Afridi and Bangladesh 
all-rounder Shakib Al 

Hasan.
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Team Bangladesh

Rahul Dravid with Rohit Sharma

BLISTERING SPELLS

FIERY SPELLS BY TASKIN, HOSSAIN GUIDE 
BANGLADESH TO 3-RUN VICTORY OVER ZIMBABWE

Taskin Ahmed, Mosaddek Hossain 
and Mustafizur Rahman’s blistering 
spells and some highly emotional 
last-minute drama later, Bangladesh 
managed a 3-run victory against 
Zimbabwe in the Super12s of the 
ongoing ICC T20 World Cup 2022 
here at The Gabba on Sunday.

Taskin Ahmed bagged three while 
Mosaddek Hossain and Mustafizur 
Rahman scalped two-wicket each to 
guide their team home. Sean Wil-
liams top-scored for Zimbabwe with 
64 off 42. Chasing a target of 151, 
Zimbabwe got off to a bad start as 
they lost their opener Wessly Mad-
hevere in the very first over of the 
innings at the score of 4 runs.

The left-handed batter, Milton 
Shumba then came out to bat. In 
the third over of the innings, Taskin 
Ahmed struck again and removed 
Craig Ervine for 8 runs in 7 balls.

In the 6th over of the innings, 
Mustafizur Rahman struck twice 
and dismissed Sikandar Raza and 
Milton Shumba, leaving Zimbabwe 
tottering at 35/4.

The main man of Zimbabwe Sikan-
dar Raza went back into the pavil-
ion for a 3-ball duck. At that point, 
Bangladesh were all over Zimbabwe 
with 35/4.

Regis Chakabva then came out to 
bat on the crease. Regis Chakabva 
and Sean Williams then tried to an-
chor the partnership to keep their 
team in the hunt of the run chase.

In the 12th over of the innings, 
Taskin Ahmed gave another blow to 
Zimbabwe as he removed Chakabva, 
who went back to the pavilion after 
scoring 15 off 19.

Ryan Burl then came out to bat on 
the crease and the latter slammed 
two stunning fours on the delivery of 
Mosaddek Hossain in the 13th over 
of the innings. After 15 over of the in-
nings, Zimbabwe’s score read 95/5.

In the 18th over of the innings, Wil-
liams brought up his much-needed 
fifty in 37 deliveries. In the 19th over, 
Williams’s blistering innings came to 
a stop as he was runout by Shakib’s 
stunning throw after playing a ter-
rific knock of 64 off 42.

The equation went down to 16 runs 
needed in 6 balls. In the thrilling 
penultimate over Mosaddek Hossain 
dismissed new batter Brad Evans for 
two. Richard Ngarava then came out 
to bat and slammed one four and one 

six off Hossain’s delivery. However, 
Ngarava’s stint came to an end as 
Hossain bowled a stunning delivery 
to dismiss the batter for 10 off 3.

Zimbabwe needed 5 runs in 1 ball, 
Hossain then removed Blessing 
Muzarabani. It appeared that Ban-
gladesh had won by four runs, the 
players and players were seen shak-
ing hands, and everyone had re-
turned to the dugout. Interestingly, 
the replays revealed that the keeper 
had really picked up the ball in front 
of the stumps, hence the ball was 
later declared a no-ball.

Zimbabwe needed four runs in 
1 ball but the batters could not do 
much about the no-ball as Mosad-
dek Hossain kept his cool to deliver a 
stunning ball that Muzarabani could 
not read and failed to connect.

The players eventually came back, 
though, and Bangladesh eventually 
secured a three-run victory

Earlier, Najmul Hossain Shanto’s 
blistering 71 helped Bangladesh 
post 150/7 against Zimbabwe. Na-
jmul Hossain Shanto top-scored for 
Bangladesh with 71 off 55 while Afif 
Hossain played a knock of 29 runs 
off 19. Opting to bat first, Bangladesh 
got off to a bad start as their opener 
Soumya Sarkar got out in the second 
over of the innings. The Bangladesh 
opener went back to the pavilion 
without bothering the scorers. Litton 
Das then came in to bat on the crease. 
Opener Najmul Hossain Shanto and 
Das tried to provide some momen-
tum to their team as they pulled 
singles at regular intervals.

Das’s stint at the crease was cut 
short as Blessing Muzarabani de-
livered a stunning bowl to send the 

Bangladesh batter packing after 
scoring 14 runs off 12 deliveries.

The left-handed batter and Bangla-
desh skipper Shakib Al Hasan then 
came out to bat on the crease. After 
the powerplay, Bangladesh’s score 
read 32/2. Sean Williams then gave 
his team a big breakthrough as he 
dismissed Shakib, who went back 
in the hut after playing a knock of 23 
runs in 20 deliveries in the 13th over 
of the game.

Despite struggling at the start of 
the innings Najmul Hossain Shanto 
brought up his half-century in 45 
balls. In the 15th over of the game, 
Bangladesh batters took their score 
beyond the 100-run mark.

Shanto opened his hands and start-
ed smashing Zimbabwe bowlers all 
around the ground while gathering 
singles at regular intervals. How-
ever, Shanto’s blistering inning of 71 
runs off 55 deliveries came to an end 
as he handed an easy catch to Craig 
Ervine on the delivery of Sikandar 
Raza.

Mosaddek Hossain then came out 
to bat. Bangladesh batters Afif Hos-
sain and Mosaddek Hossain tried to 
anchor a crucial partnership. In the 
last over of the innings, Richard Nga-
rava gave Bangladesh a triple blow 
as he dismissed Mosaddek Hossain, 
Nurul Hasan -- run out by Williams/
Chakabva -- and Afif Hossain on the 
final delivery of the game to restrict 
Bangladesh to a total of 150/7.

Brief Score: Bangladesh 150/7 (Na-
jmul Hossain Shanto 71, Afif Hos-
sain 29; Blessing Muzarabani 2-13) 
vs Zimbabwe 147/8 (Sean Williams 
64, Ryan Burl 27*; Taskin Ahmed 
3-19). 

TDG NETWORK
BRISBANE 

Bangladesh players celebrate a wicket during ICC Men’s T20 WC 2022 Super 12 Group 
2 match between Bangladesh and Zimbabwe, at The Gabba, in Brisbane on Sunday.


