
Gandhi family on 
Thursday chose 
‘tested and trusted’ 

veteran leader and Dalit face 
Mallikarjun Kharge for the 
election of Congress Presi-
dent. Kharge, supported by as 
many as 30 Congress leaders 
including many from the re-
bellion Group of 23, filed his 
nomination for the top post. 
Kharge is pitted against the 
main contender Shashi Tha-

roor. 
With the Gandhis not run-

ning for the top post, the 
grand old party is all set to 
get a non-Gandhi president 
after over 25 years.

After filing his nomination, 
Kharge, who is also the Lead-
er of the Opposition in Rajya 
Sabha, said he was fighting 
for a big change in the party. 
“I thank all the leaders, work-
ers, delegates and ministers 
who came in support of me 
today and encouraged me. 
We will see the results on 17 

October. I am hopeful that I 
will win,” Kharge said while 
addressing a press confer-
ence at the All India Congress 
Committee office here.

“I have been connected 
to the ideology of Congress 
since my childhood, I used 
to campaign for the same 
Gandhi-Nehru ideology 
when I was in class 8 and 9,” 
the 80-year-leader said add-
ing that the efforts to revive 
the party shall continue.

A total of 30 senior Con-
gress leaders including Ashok 

Gehlot, Digvijaya Singh and 
G23 leaders Manish Tewari 
and Anand Sharma have 
backed Mallikarjun Kharge in 
the party’s presidential polls 
against his primary chal-
lenger Shashi Tharoor. His 
candidature was proposed 
by senior leaders including 
A.K. Antony, Ashok Gehlot, 
Digvijaya Singh, Mukul Was-
nik, Pramod Tiwari among 
others.  Soon after Kharge’s 
nomination-filing, Congress 
leader Manish Tewari ex-
tended support to him and 

said, “Mallikarjun Kharge is a 
senior leader of the Congress 
party. I and Anand Sharma 
have come to support his 
nomination here.” 

“We have come in support 
of his (Kharge’s) nomination. 
Shashi Tharoor was, is and 
will be our friend. Those who 
have spent their entire lives in 
Congress are here. Digvijaya 
Singh has shown grace and 
withdrawn his candidature. 
It would be good if there is a 
consensus,” Tewari added.
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After over 25 years, nobody from the ‘first family’ of Congress is 
contesting for the top post. 

Congress leader Shashi Tharoor, who filed his nomination 
for the party president post on Friday, issued a manifesto 
explaining how he intends to rejuvenate the party through 
decentralisation and internal reorganisation if he wins the 
election. 

In yet another twist in the tale of the Congress president 
polls, Digvijaya Singh on Friday said he was dropping out 
of the race for the top post and announced his support for 
Mallikarjun Kharge, who is widely known as a Gandhi fam-
ily nominee. 

Singh had said on Thursday that he would file his nomi-
nations on Friday. However, af-

Ushering a new era in tech-
nology, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi is scheduled to 
launch 5G services in India 
on Saturday. The services 
will be launched in select cit-
ies initially and progressively 
cover the entire country over 
the next couple of years.

According to the Ministry 

of Communications, the 
launch of 5G services follows 
years of intense preparation. 
Recently, 5G spectrum auc-
tions were conducted suc-
cessfully and 51,236 MHz 
was allocated to Telecom Ser-
vice Providers with a gross 
revenue of Rs 1,50,173 crore. 
5G services seek to provide 
seamless coverage, high data 

After seven days of custodi-
al interrogation of the office 
bearers of the Popular Front 
of India (PFI), the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) on 
Friday informed the court 
that the “investigation into 
the accused persons has re-
vealed that they have played 
an active role in bogus cash 
donations on behalf of PFI 
and in claiming and project-

ing PFI’s unaccounted cash 
raised through unknown 
and suspicious sources as 
untainted and legitimate.” 

ED also stated that the 
PMLA investigation has 
revealed that as a part 
of a criminal conspiracy 
hatched by PFI office bear-
ers over the past many years, 
suspicious funds from 
within the country and 
abroad have been raised 
by PFI and related entities 
and have been clandestinely 

remitted to India in a con-
cealed manner and depos-
ited in their bank accounts 
over the years.

These funds have been 
raised as a part of the sched-
uled offence of criminal con-
spiracy. The funds so raised/
collected by PFI are thus 
nothing but proceeds of 
crime which they have lay-
ered, placed and integrated 
through their numerous 
bank accounts as well as 

Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai 
Lama indicated that he will live 16 
years more and then will announce 
that he will not reincarnate to save 
Tibetan Buddhism from China’s at-

tempt to control the reincarnations. 
China has come up with various 

plans, ploys and tactics to claim 
that Beijing has the sole author-
ity to choose the next incarnation 
of Tibetan spiritual and one of the 
main consequences of the Chinese 
attempts is that the Dalai Lama has 

been perceived several times as in-
dicating that he will not reincarnate 
any longer, according to Bitter Win-
ter, published by Centre for Studies 
on New Religions. As early as 2011, 
14th Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso 
openly stated that the question of 
his reincarnation, which is voluntary, 

was under consideration. 
According to the publication, not 

announcing the next reincarnation 
is one of the ways to save Tibetan reli-
gious identity from the Chinese Com-
munist Party. As long as the CCP 
controls reincarnations, the only 

weSt Plundered 
india: Putin
Moscow: Accusing 
the west of provoking 
colour revolution in any 
country for geopolitical 
gains, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on Friday 
said that the west has 

“plundered” countries like 
India in contradiction to 
the values of “truth, free-
dom and justice.”  “The 
west ... began its colonial 
policy back in the Middle 
Ages, and then followed 
the slave trade, the 
genocide of Indian tribes 
in America, the plunder of 
India, of Africa, the wars 
of England and France 
against china ... what they 
did was hooking entire 
nations on drugs, delib-
erately exterminate entire 
ethnic groups,” said Putin 
in the st George’s Hall at a 
Kremlin ceremony where 
he declared the annexa-
tion of four regions - Do-
netsk, Luhansk, Kherson 
and Zaporizhia. 

Pm: no miKing 
after 10 P.m.
GujARAT: In a rare gesture, 
the Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Friday stopped 
speaking on loudspeaker 
beyond 10 p.m. as it was 
a violation of the existing 
rules. The Prime Minister 
was attending a function in 
Gujarat. The Prime Minister 
who reached a programme 
late, said that it was well 
past 10 p.m., so he was not 
going to use loudspeaker 
as law does not permit that. 
social media reacted posi-
tively. Industrialist Harsh 
Goenka said such a gesture 
by a Prime Minister, who 
has 70% approval rating, 
is rare. 

top of the day

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Friday 
hiked repo rate by 50 basis points to 5.90 per 
cent in order to control the rising inflation, 
keeping in line with the aggressive policies 

of central banks and the volatile markets 
prevalent across economies. RBI Governor 
Shaktikanta Das announced this here. 

In the meeting of the Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) that started on Wednes-
day, five of the members of the MPC voted 
to hike the key lending 

Bollywood actor Ajay Devgn 
on Friday was conferred 
with the National Award for 
Best Actor and Best Popular 
Film Providing Wholesome 
Entertainment for ‘Tanhaji: 

The Unsung Warrior’ at the 
68th National Film Awards. 

For the award ceremony, 
the actor donned a black 
suit as he received the award 
from President Droupadi 
Murmu. ‘Tanhaji: The Un-
sung Warrior’ was directed 
by Om Raut and released 

on 10 January 2020. This 
film was the 100th film in 
Devgn’s career spanning 30 
years. 

The movie also features 
Saif Ali Khan, Kajol and Sha-
rad Kelkar. It collected over 
Rs 368 crore worldwide at 

In a big move, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on Fri-
day formally announced 
the annexation of four re-
gions - Donetsk, Luhansk, 
Kherson and Zaporizhia and 
claimed that “this is the will 
of millions of people,” media 
reports said. Immediately af-
ter the annexation, the United 
States announced that it will 

impose “swift and severe cost” 
on Russia. 

In a lengthy speech de-
claring the annexation of 
Ukrainian territories in the 
St George’s Hall at a Kremlin 
ceremony, Putin said, “There 
are four new regions of Rus-
sia.” Putin also added that 
Russia would now defend 
its new territory “with all the 
means at its disposal.” Putin 
said the residents in the four 
annexed regions will now be 

Russia’s “citizens forever”. 
While denying seeking re-

vival of the Soviet Union by 
the said annexation, Putin ac-
cused Western states - which 
have imposed sweeping sanc-
tions on Moscow over its in-
vasion of Ukraine. 

Defending its decision to go 
ahead with the referendum 
and announce the annexa-
tion of the region, the Russian 
President argued it was the 

“integral right” of people in 

Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson 
and Zaporizhia to join Russia, 
reported Al Jazeera. 

Speaking further, Putin 
claimed that the people in 
eastern Ukraine made up of 
Donetsk and Luhansk - had 
been “victims of inhumane 
terrorist attacks conducted 
by the Kyiv regime”.  He also 
called the result of the refer-
endum “the will of millions 
of people.”
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Congress presidential candidate 
Shashi Tharoor has landed in a con-
troversy on Friday as the manifesto 
shared by him for the election shows 
a “distorted map of India” in which 
he has omitted parts of Jammu and 
Kashmir, and Ladakh. 

He shared the distorted map of 
India, where he talked about ‘decen-
tralization of the organization’. The 
goof-up by Tharoor, who is running 
for the president’s post of the coun-
try’s oldest party does not show good 
precedent. Later, Tharoor rectified 
the blunder by replacing it with the 
correct map of India in his election 
manifesto. 

This is not the first time the Lok 
Sabha MP has shared a distorted 
map of India. Earlier in 2019, Thar-
oor shared a ‘distorted’ map of India 
on Twitter. The northernmost ter-
ritory of the country was missing 
from the map shared by the Congress 
leader. 

In December 2019, he shared the 
cover of a booklet about the Kerala 

Congress’s protest against the Citi-
zenship Amendment Act (CAA). He 
later deleted the tweet and rectified 
his mistake. 

Later, Tharoor issued a clarification 
over the map blunder in his mani-
festo stating that “no one does such 
things on purpose” and added that 
team of volunteers had committed 
a mistake. 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Fri-
day extended the free ration scheme to 
the general masses and said that the 
move will help over 80 crore people. 
His remarks came after he laid the 
foundation stone of multiple projects 
in Ambaji, Gujarat, today. “To help my 
sisters during this festive season, the 
government has extended its free ration 
scheme. The centre is spending about 

Rs 4 lakh crore to provide relief to more 
than 80 crore people of the country in 
difficult times,” said PM Modi. 

He also stressed the building of hous-
es for the poor and said, “So far, we have 
built more than 3 crore houses in the 
country and given them to the poor. 
Most of these houses are owned by 
mothers and sisters.” 

Calling it an auspicious time to visit 
his home state, he noted, “Fortunate to 
be in Ambaji during Navratri. Projects 
being launched here will have a trans-

formational impact on the region.” 
He also highlighted that the picture of 

the northwestern region has changed. 
“The picture of Banaskantha has 
changed due to the continuous ef-
forts of the last two decades. Neer, 
Sujalam-Sufalam and Drip Irrigation 
of Narmada have played a big role in 
changing the situation. In this, the role 
of sisters has been leading,” he added. 
He also cited that the concept of respect-
ing women was embedded in the Indian 
culture. 

PM Modi extends free ration scheme 
to benefit over 80 crore people

tharoor’s blunder, shows distorted map oF india
rate, repo 

rate, by 50-basis 
points (bps). 

The rates for 
the standing deposit facil-
ity (SDF) and the marginal 
standing facility (MGF) 
were also raised by 50 basis 
points to 5.65 per cent and 
6.15 per cent, respectively. 

The central bank had al-

ready hiked the key policy 
rate by 140 bps since May 
to 5.4 per cent to cool off do-
mestic retail inflation that 
has stayed above the RBI’s 
upper tolerance limit of 6 
per cent each month this 
year. 

The MPC is responsible 
for fixing the benchmark 
interest rate in India. 

Even 
Shashi Tharoor, 
who is the main 
contender, also 

supported Kharge terming 
him as the ‘Bhishma Pita’ of 
the Congress. Tharoor said 
that he will not withdraw 
his nomination and that the 
contest will be a friendly and 
there is no rivalry between 
the candidates. 

As support poured in from 
a broad section of the par-

ty, it is almost certain that 
Kharge will be the next Pres-
ident of Congress. Indicating 
that Kharge is practically a 
‘Consensus’ candidate, se-
nior party leader Jairam Ra-
mesh said that his party was 
the only one to have a system 
for the party supremo’s post.

Nominations for the post of 
Congress president closed at 
3 p.m. on Friday and results 
will be declared on 19 Octo-
ber.

Reacting 
sharply to the 
development, the 
Biden administra-

tion official in a statement 
said, “The Treasury Depart-
ment, US government and 
our allies will not hesitate 
to take swift and severe ac-
tions against individuals and 
companies inside and outside 
of Russia who are complicit 
in this war and these sham 
referendums.”  Meanwhile, 
US President Joe Biden con-
demned Russia’s annexation 
of Ukrainian territory on Fri-
day. “The United States con-
demns Russia’s fraudulent 
attempt today to annex sover-
eign Ukrainian territory. Rus-
sia is violating international 
law, trampling on the United 
Nations Charter, and show-
ing its contempt for peaceful 
nations everywhere,” accord-
ing to the statement released 
by the White House. 

Calling the annexation, “il-
legal” Biden said that the US 
will always honour Ukraine’s 
internationally recognized 

borders and will continue to 
support the country’s effort 
to regain control of its territo-
ry by strengthening its hand 
militarily and diplomatically. 
He further said that the USD 
1.1 billion in additional secu-
rity assistance that the United 
States announced this week 
also helped Ukraine. “We will 
continue to provide Ukraine 
with the equipment it needs 
to defend itself, undeterred 
by Russia’s brazen effort to 
redraw the borders of its 
neighbour,” the statement 

reads. In another develop-
ment, the UN Security Coun-
cil is set to vote Friday on a 
resolution that would seek to 
condemn Russia for its ref-
erenda in four regions under 
Russian control but claimed 
by Ukraine, media reports 
said.  UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres also reacted 
to say any annexation of a 
state’s territory by another 
state resulting from a “threat 
or use of force” is a violation 
of the UN charter and inter-
national law. 

Tharoor 
filed his nomi-
nation at the All 
India Congress 

Committee (AICC) office in 
the national capital. “There 
is a need for decentralisa-
tion in this party. We are 
not an election machine for 
winning elections every five 
years. We must serve the 
people of India,” Tharoor 
said. 

He said the manifesto 
explains “how we hope to 
rejuvenate the party, to de-
centralize the organisation 
of the party”. “In my own 
efforts, I am guided by the 
crores of party workers 
who have taken the party 
through good times and 
bad and who are once again 
hoping for a renewed, dy-
namism and energy in the 
Congress party,” he said ad-
dressing a press conference. 

“This is what I hope to 
bring to and through my 
campaign. I have a vision for 
Congress, for the internal re-
organisation of the congress, 
which I will send to every 
delegate. We are pleased 
that we have the signatures 
of party colleagues from 
Kashmir to Kerala and Pun-
jab to Nagaland. I am here to 
be the voice of all the party 
workers,” Tharoor added. 

The senior Congress leader 
also hit out at the BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre, say-
ing things are “not really 
functioning properly” in 
the country. “We have seen 
that things are not really 
functioning properly in our 
country: demonetisation, 
historical unemployment, 
inflation. Congress should 
be the party to bring change,” 
he said. 

Tharoor will  primar-

ily take on another veteran 
leader of the Congress, Mal-
likarjun Kharge, for the par-
ty president post. Jharkhand 
Congress leader KN Tripathi, 
too, has filed his nomination. 

He also promised to in-
crease focus on youth and to 
give a bigger role to women 
in the party  “The Congress 
will support leadership by 
women, for women, in keep-
ing with the “Ladki boon, 
lad sakti hoon” principle. 
Women will be encouraged 
to take up issues that actu-
ally matter to women in our 
society. More positions for 
women should be reserved 
in PCCs and in the electoral 
fray. The party will work to 
pass the Women’s Reser-
vation Bill. In these efforts, 
the role and capacity of All 
India Mahila Congress will 
be strengthened,” the mani-
festo reads. 
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rate, low la-
tency, and 

highly reliable 
communications 
system.

“5G can unleash new eco-
nomic opportunities and 
societal benefits giving it the 
potential for being a transfor-
mational force for Indian so-
ciety. It will help the country 
leapfrog the traditional bar-
riers to development, spur 
innovations by startups and 
business enterprises as well 
as advance the ‘Digital India’ 
vision. The cumulative eco-
nomic impact of 5G on India 
is expected to reach USD 450 
billion by 2035,” the ministry 
said. 

On the occasion, the three 
major telecom operators of 
the country will demonstrate 
one use case each in front of 
the Prime Minister to show 

the potential of 5G technol-
ogy in India.

Reliance Jio will connect 
a teacher from a school in 
Mumbai with students in 
three different locations in 
Maharashtra, Gujarat and 
Odisha. This will demon-
strate how 5G will facili-
tate education by bringing 
teachers closer to students, 
obliviating the physical dis-
tance between them. It will 
demonstrate the power of 
Augmented Reality (AR) on 
screen and how that is being 
used to teach children across 
the country, remotely, with-
out the need of an AR device. 

In the Airtel demo, a girl 
from Uttar Pradesh will wit-
ness a lively and immersive 
education experience to learn 
about the solar system with 
the help of Virtual reality and 
Augmented reality. 

w a y  f o r 
the Dalai Lama to 
prevent the Chi-
nese from install-

ing a Dalai Lama of their 
own may be to announce 
that he will not reincarnate. 

Recently, the Central Ti-
betan Administration (CTA) 
Kashag (Cabinet) promul-
gated a firm stand on the 
14th Dalai Lama. 

The Kashag of the CTA 
declared its firm stand in 
prophecy as well as the Dalai 
Lama’s constant assurance 
to live up to 113 years while 
rejecting any sort of inter-
ference from any party who 
doesn’t believe in rebirth, 
stating, “Reincarnation of 
lama/tulku is a unique reli-
gious system of Tibetan Bud-

dhism requiring someone to 
substantially believe in past 
and future lives.” 

Kashag also reiterated 
the Dalai Lama’s personal 
authority in taking the com-
plete decision about His Ho-
liness’ reincarnation as per 
the successive instructions 
of His Holiness since 1969, 
and the announcement cir-
culated on 24 September 
2011. 

The Communist Party of 
China frequently propa-
gates distorted narrations 
about Tibet’s reincarnation 
system, especially about the 
reincarnation of the 14th Da-
lai Lama, to Tibetans in Tibet 
through workshops, confer-
ences and public speeches, 
reported CTA. 

the box office and was 
declared the highest 

grosser of the year. 
The film involved Ajay in 

the role of Maratha war-
rior Taanaji Malusare, fighting for the 
principle of ‘Bhagwa’ (saffron) flag, 

‘Swaraj’ (home-rule) and ‘Satya’ (truth). 
Kajol essayed the role of the wife of Tan-

haji -- Savitribai Malusare -- a strong 
character, who accompanied him in 
taking firm decisions. Saif played the 
antagonist, Uday Bhan, a Rajput offi-
cial who works for Mughal Emperor 
Aurangzeb. 

This win marks Ajay’s third National 
award after ‘Zakhm’ in 1998 and ‘The 
Legend of Bhagat Singh’ in 2020. Along 

with the ‘Golmaal’ actor, South star Su-
riya also won the Best Actor honour for 

‘Soorarai Pottru’. 
The 68th National Film Awards were 

announced by a jury back in July 2022 
at the National Media Centre in New 
Delhi. The jury comprised eminent 
filmmakers and film personalities from 
across Indian cinema. 

t h o s e  o f 
their members/
sympathizers. 
Thus PFI and its 

related entities have been 
involved in the continuous 
offence of money launder-
ing over the years, the ED 
said. 

The Enforcement Di-
rectorate through Advo-
cate Naveen Kumar Matta, 
while seeking judicial cus-
tody of the accused stated 
that the investigation in 
the case is still continuing 
and requires the gather-
ing of additional evidence 
and examination and con-
frontation of voluminous 
data extracted from digital 

devices which is still under 
progress. 

Hence, the judicial cus-
tody of the accused i.e. Per-
wez Ahmed, Md. Iliyas and 
Abdul Muqeet during the 
period of investigation are 
warranted to ensure that 
they do not influence the 
witnesses and do not tam-
per with or destroy the ma-
terial evidence related to 
the case.  After taking note 
of the submissions of ED, 
the Additional Sessions 
Judge (ASJ) Shailender Ma-
lik decided to send all three 
accused to Judicial Custody 
for 14 days after ED didn’t 
seek further custodial re-
mand of them. 

ter reports of Kharge also 
mulling contesting the party’s 
internal polls, he decided to drop 
out of the contest. Singh made 

the announcement after he met Kharge this 
morning at the latter’s residence. 

Speaking to reporters here, Singh said 
he “cannot think of contesting an election” 
against a senior leader like Kharge. 
“Kharge is my leader and my senior. I went 
to his residence yesterday and asked if he is 
contesting. If he does, I will not fill up the 
form. 

He said he did not intend to contest. I 
came to know through the media that he is 
a candidate. I went to meet him this morn-
ing. I said if he is filing the nomination, I am 

with him. He is a senior and respected lead-
er of the party and I cannot think of contest-
ing an election against him,” he said. 
“If Kharge had told me earlier, he would 
not have gone to collect the form. Now he 
intends to file his nomination, I will become 
his proposer,” Singh added. 

He said he will not compromise on his 
“commitment to the Nehru-Gandhi family”. 
“I have always worked for Congress all my 

life and will continue to do so. I do not com-
promise on three things. First, Dalit, tribal 
and poor. Second, I do not compromise 
with those involved in disrupting com-
munal peace. I will not compromise on my 
commitment to the Nehru-Gandhi family, 
neither have I ever done it,” he said. 

on the radar

Gautam lahiri

addition to 
rahul’s yatra
as the nomination for 
the future Congress 
President is over, 
interim President sonia 
Gandhi and daughter 
Priyanka Gandhi are 
planning to join the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra with 
Rahul Gandhi. Con-
gress managers for the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra are 
now working hard to 
find a schedule for the 
Gandhi families. When 
the yatra enters Madhya 
Pradesh, it may happen 
that Gandhi families 
will undertake the yatra 
together. sonia Gandhi 
is consulting physicians 
about whether she can 
walk on the road or 
not. a total of 21 days of 
Yatra are being planned 
in the state of Madhya 
Pradesh. During that 
period, Gandhi and 
others may be seen 
walking together. the 
reason for choosing 
Madhya Pradesh is 
that, for the Congress 
party, the state is seen 
to be politically lucky for 
Gandhis. In 2004 sonia 
Gandhi started road 
show first in the state. 
Ultimately, it created so 
much enthusiasm for 
the party workers that 
they were galvanized to 
take on the then-mighty 
NDa Government. 

pilot gaining 
ground? 
It seems luck for sachin 
Pilot is started favoring 
his political fortunes in 
the Rajasthan. after the 
apology tendered by the 
Chief Minister ashok 
Gehlot to Congress 
President sonia Gandhi, 
the legislators loyal to 
the Chief Minister have 
started shifting their 
loyalty towards Pilot. 
Initially, not more than 
15 legislators were 
openly supporting 
Pilot’s becoming Chief 
Minister. Now the turn 
of events in the state 
had made an impact 
to the legislators for 
rethinking. Recently, 
more than eight legisla-
tors started supporting 
Pilot to become Chief 
Minister. though the 
incumbent Chief Min-
ister has stated openly 
that the position of CM 
will be decided by sonia 
Gandhi, he does not ap-
pear to be relinquishing 
his position. Following 
all of these blunders, 
all of the Delhi news-
papers, particularly 
the pink papers, are 
running large adver-
tisements featuring 
ashok Gehlot and the 
development stories of 
Rajasthan. 

vip treatment 
in mp
as per the local 
report, the brother of 
Power Minister Madhya 
Pradesh Pradhuman 
singh tomar has not 
paid an electricity bill 
of Rs 1.5 crores to the 
state electricity board. 
the issue has turned 
into a huge controversy. 
a report says that till 
date the state electricity 
board has not issued 
any notice to the VIP 
subscriber. 

ukraine to join nato?
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky said Friday 
requested for fast-track NatO membership after Russia 
formally annexed four Moscow-held regions of Ukraine. 
“We have already proven our compatibility with (NatO) 
alliance standards,” Zelensky said in a video posted by the 
Ukrainian presidency on social media.
“We are taking a decisive step by signing Ukraine’s applica-
tion for accelerated accession to NatO,” he added.
He also said that kyiv would not negotiate with Russia — 
which sent troops into Ukraine on 24 February—as long as 
President Vladimir Putin was in power.
“Ukraine will not hold any negotiations with Russia as long 
as Putin is the president of the Russian Federation. We will 
negotiate with the new president,” Zelensky said.
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Focus on 
saFety toP 
Priority: nDrF 
DG
NEW DELHI: Express-
ing concern that the 

“frequency of disasters 
has increased due to the 
effect of climate change,” 
National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) 
chief Atul Karwal said 
the priority of his force 
is to maintain the fitness 
of all the colleagues and 
rescue both humans 
and their domestic 
animals during a disas-
ter. The 1988-batch Gu-
jarat cadre officer said, 

“The lives of others are 
dependent on the fitness 
of rescuers, so I have 
asked all colleagues to 
get fit and maintain their 
Body Mass Index (BMI).” 
As NDRF personnel 
have to work more than 
18 hours continuously 
with heavy machines 
without proper food 
and facilities, the NDRF 
Director General said, 

“Our fitness only helps us 
to protect more people 
during disaster.”

normal to 
above normal 
rainFall 
likely over 
most oF inDia: 
imD
NEW DELHI: In a long-
range forecast of rainfall 
for the post-monsoon 
season on Friday, the 
India Meteorologi-
cal Department said 
that normal to above-
normal rainfall is 
likely over most parts 
of India, except some 
regions of Northwest 
India and some parts of 
Northeast India, where 
below-normal rainfall 
is likely. “The North-
east Monsoon Season 
(October to December 
(OND)) 2022 rainfall over 
south peninsular India is 
most likely to be normal 
(88–112 percent of the 
long-period average 
(LPA)) over five meteo-
rological subdivisions 
(Tamil Nadu, Puducher-
ry, and Karaikkal; coast-
al Andhra Pradesh and 
Yanam; Rayalaseema; 
Kerala; and Mahe; and 
South Interior Karna-
taka),” read an official 
statement by IMD. 

yoGi reviews 
works oF Fire 
DePt, cbciD
LUCKNOW: UP Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
reviewed the works of 
the Fire Department, 
CBCID, and Anti-Cor-
ruption Organization 
and gave directions to 
the investigating agen-
cies for completing the 
investigation of pending 
cases in a time-bound 
manner on Friday. Dur-
ing the review, he said 
that the work of the 
fire department has 
been very important 
in emergency situa-
tions. The team has to 
remain in 24x7 alert 
mode. “At present, fire 
stations are functional 
in 299 tehsils of the 
state. In 68 tehsils that 
do not have fire stations, 
setting up of the centre 
should be done by 
ensuring the availability 
of land. The construc-
tion of the fire stations 
should be completed as 
soon as possible”, the 
CM added.

top of the day

comPlaint

Priests spreading superstition, misleading 
children for conversion: NCPCR chairman

The National Commis-
sion for Protection of Child 
Rights (NCPCR) Chair-
man Priyank Kanoongo on 
Thursday tweeted that there 
have been complaints about 
priests spreading supersti-
tion in the name of treat-
ment of children and mis-
leading them for conversion.

“Some complaints have 
been received from Punjab 
and Rajasthan about priests 
spreading superstition in 
the name of treatment of 
children and misleading 
them for conversion, action 
is being taken”, he tweeted. 
He also urged people to 
email the complaints and 
videos to ‘cp.ncpcr@nic.in’ 
and further requested not to 
circulate the video on social 
media to maintain children’s 
privacy.

Earlier, after the two back-
to-back shocking incidents 
of atrocities against minor 
girls in Jharkhand’s Dumka, 
Priyank Kanoongo sched-
uled a visit to the district to 
meet the Deputy Commis-

sioner and the Superinten-
dent of Police.

“The Commission has 
come across yet another in-
cident of alleged rape and 
murder of a minor tribal 
girl by a man named Ar-
man Ansari...under Mufas-
sil police station on Friday. 
The accused, identified as 
Arman Ansari, has been ar-
rested and a case has been 
registered under relevant 
sections of IPC, POCSO and 
SC-ST Act,” an official no-
tice from NCPCR said.

“In addition to the sched-
uled visit of NCPCR team 
led by Shri Priyank Kanoon-
go, Chairperson, NCPCR to 
Dumka on 5th September 
2022, as conveyed vide let-
ter dated 31.8.2022, the 
team will also take stock 
of the status of the said in-
cident on 5th September 
2022, by convening a meet-
ing with DC, SP, Investigat-
ing Officer of the case and 
Doctors who conducted the 
autopsy of the minor victim 
girl, besides to meet/interact 
with the family members of 
the deceased minor girl,” it 
added.

Earlier, the Jharkhand 
Police had informed that 
they have registered a case 
of rape and murder against 
the accused in the case of the 
minor girl who was found 
hanging in a field in Dumka 
on Saturday.

“Rape and murder case 
registered under the Pro-
tection of Children Against 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act and SC/ST Act. Accused 
Armaan Ansari was arrest-
ed. We want to collect evi-
dence and file a chargesheet 
soon,” said Amber Lakra, 
Superintendent of Police.

The case pertains to the 
incident when a 14-year-old 
tribal girl was found hang-
ing from a tree.

As per the reports, the 
girl was allegedly sexually 
exploited by a man on the 
pretext of marriage and was 
raped, killed, and hanged 
from the tree in Dumka.

This came days after an-
other minor girl was set 
ablaze in the region by one 
Shahrukh Moin on August 
23. The girl had succumbed 
to her injuries on August 28.

However, two unfortunate 

incidents have also taken 
a political turn as BJP MP 
Nishikant Dubey slammed 
the Hemant Soren govern-
ment in Jharkhand for the 
growing atrocities on Dalit 
girls and said that “under-
age Dalits and tribal girls are 
being exploited and the gov-
ernment is sleeping.” tak-
ing to Twitter, Dubey also 
claimed that the minor girl 
was three months pregnant.

“From the news received 
from the relatives of the mi-
nor girl in Dumka, it appears 
that the girl was 3 months 
pregnant. This should be 
investigated. In Jharkhand, 
“grooming gangs” are ac-
tive, with Bangladeshi Mus-
lim boys exploiting under-
age Dalits and tribal girls 
while the Soren government 
sleeps”, according to Dubey 
in a tweet.

“Hanging body of a girl 
found in Dumka. She was 
hanging by a tree. One ac-
cused has been arrested. 
The investigation is un-
derway. All facts and other 
things are being ascer-
tained,” Dumka Police had 
said on Saturday.
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alleGeD

vHP accuses sikkim cm’s Political secretary 
oF inDulGinG in ‘reliGious conversions’

Vishva Hindu Parishad 
(VHP) working president 
Alok Kumar has written a 
letter to Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah where he 
has alleged the political 
secretary of Sikkim Chief 
Minister Prem Singh Ta-
mang of indulging in reli-
gious “conversions.”

In his letter, Kumar al-
leged that Jacob Khaling 
Rai, political secretary of 

Tamang, is using his po-
sition to “spread Christi-
anity and conversion to 
Christianity” in Sikkim. 
“Narendra Kumar Subba, 
MLA for Sikkim, met me 
and handed over a compi-
lation of news of public ap-
pearances of Jacob Khaling 
Rai, all for the promotion 
of Christianity and Chris-
tian institutions in Sikkim. 
It is apparent from the 
compilation that Rai is us-
ing his position to spread 
Christianity and conver-

sion to Christianity in Sik-
kim,” the VHP leader, who 
is also a senior advocate, 
wrote.

“I believe that the assign-
ment of the Political Sec-
retary of a Chief Minister 
and the responsibility of 
a pastor engaged in pro-
moting Christianity are 
two different things. They 
should not be allowed to be 
mixed,” he added.

Kumar said that he want-
ed to bring Shah’s atten-
tion to the matter.

TDG NETWORK
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DelHi winter

CM Kejriwal lays out 15-point 
action plan to combat pollution
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal on Friday listed a 
15-action plan to monitor and 
tackle pollution in the nation-
al capital during this winter.

Stating that the pollution 
in Delhi usually increases 
during winter, Kejriwal said 
that his government will col-
laborate with the Center and 
neighbouring states to com-
bat the menace. Addressing a 
press conference here, Kejri-
wal said that the 15-point ac-
tion plan would include the 
installation of 233 anti-smog 
guns and at least 150 mobile 
anti-smog guns as well as 
the formation of 611 teams to 
check the burning of garbage 
in the open.

He also said that 586 teams 
have been formed to keep an 
eye on construction sites in 
the city and effectively imple-
ment the Graded Response 
Action Plan (GRAP) .

The chief minister said 
that his teams will monitor 
to ensure that all construc-
tion sites larger than 5,000 
square metres have anti-
smog guns.

Delhi Environment Min-
ister Gopal Rai on Tuesday 

made anti-smog guns man-
datory at all construction 
and demolition sites larger 
than 5,000 square metres in 
and around the city.

Meanwhile,  Kejr iwal 
claimed that air pollution in 
the national capital has de-
creased to the point where 
the particulate matter (PM) 
10 level is 18.6 percent lower.

“Two crore people of Del-
hi, in the last seven years, 
have taken many measures 
to get rid of the pollution in 
association with the AAP 
government. As a result, ac-
cording to the report of the 
Indian government’s Na-
tional Clean Air Programme 
(NCAP), there has been a lot 
of improvement in Air Pollu-
tion in 2021-22 as compared 
to 2017-18. PM 10 level has 

come down by 18.6 percent,” 
he said.

Putting forward the “10 
most crucial steps” in the 
motive, the AAP national 
convenor said that the pol-
lution has been reduced to 
great extent with the avail-
ability of 24-hour electricity 
as it does not cause air pollu-
tion with diesel.

He said Delhi has now be-
come a “model region where 
there are no coal-based ther-
mal power plants.”

Kejriwal said that 380 
teams have been formed for 
strict enforcement of adher-
ence to Pollution Under Con-
trol certificates and ensuring 
that diesel vehicles older than 
10 years and petrol vehicles 
older than 15 years don’t op-
erate.

bookeD

11 PFi activists 
remanDeD in 
juDicial custoDy 
TDG NETWORK
KOCHI

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) 
Special Court on Friday sent the 11 workers 
of the Popular Front of India (PFI) to judicial 
custody for 21 days.

The PFI workers, who were booked un-
der UAPA and arrested by the NIA last week 
from different locations in Kerala, were pre-
sented by the NIA in court after their seven 
days of custody came to an end today. The 
accused who were sent to judicial custody 
are Karamana Ashraf Moulavi (National 
in-charge, Education wing of PFI), Sadiq 
Ahmed (PFI Pathanamthitta District Secre-
tary), Shihas (PFI Zonal Secretary), Ansari 
P, MM Mujeeb, Najumudeen, Sainudeen 
TS (PFI Kottayam District Secretary), PK 
Usman, Yahiya Koya (PFI State Executive 
Member), K Muhammedali (National in-
charge, Expansion wing of PFI), and CT 
Sulaiman (District President of Kasargod).

Earlier they were sent to the custody of 
NIA by the Court for 7 days till Friday.

In a major breakthrough linked to the larg-
est-ever action against the Popular Front of 
India (PFI), the Central investigating agen-
cies have found inputs against the outfit for 
“organizing a training camp with an intent 
to cause disturbance during Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s visit to Bihar’s capital 
Patna on July 12 this year.”

Besides, during the course of the investi-
gation, the agencies have found details of 
numerous bank accounts with PFI.

accuseD

tHree DelHi PFi leaDers 
sent to juDicial custoDy by 
sPecial court

A Special Court of Delhi on Friday 
sent three Delhi PFI leaders, namely 
Perwez Ahmad, Mohammad Ilias, 
and Abdul Muqeet, to judicial cus-
tody.

All three, namely, Perwez Ahmad, 
President of PFI Delhi; Mohammad 
Ilias, General Secretary of PFI Delhi; 
and Abdul Muqeet, Office Secretary 
of PFI Delhi, were arrested last week 
by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
for the offence of money laundering 
under the guise of cash donations. Af-
ter the ED did not seek further cus-
todial remand, Additional Sessions 
Judge (ASJ) Shailender Malik issued 
an order remanding all three accused 
to judicial custody for 14 days.

All three accused were produced be-
fore the court on Friday after the end 
of the seven-day remand, which was 
granted last week by the same court.

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
earlier alleged that Perwez Ahmad 
was part of a criminal conspiracy 
since 2018.

“He admitted to having looked after 
the collection of funds in Delhi. In-
vestigation revealed that such a fund 
collection exercise was a sham and 
was falsely projected to be received 
from PFI sympathizers, whereas 
statements of individuals, projected 
as contributors, revealed that these 

transactions were bogus. Hence, cash 
from suspicious sources was nothing 
but proceeds of crime generated out of 
criminal conspiracy,” ED stated.

“The non-cooperative and evasive 
attitude of Perwez Ahmad along with 
his deliberate attempts to avoid join-
ing the ongoing investigation in light 
of the fresh evidence, viz., the state-
ments of so-called donors and the ev-
idence seized from various locations 
during searches, in this case, create 
further suspicion about his activities 
and involvement in money laundering 
activities,” ED further stated.

“It is evident that Perwez Ahmad 
deliberately withheld disclosure of 
true facts and deliberately lied and 
tried to mislead the investigating of-
ficer during the recording of his state-
ments under Section 50 of PMLA, 
2002,” said the ED in court.

ED earlier stated that the PMLA 
investigation against PFI in a matter 
registered in 2018 revealed that more 
than Rs 120 crores had been depos-
ited in the accounts of PFI and related 
entities over the years, and that a very 
large part of the same had been depos-
ited in cash.

According to the ED, it has recently 
found inputs against the PFI for “or-
ganizing a training camp with an 
intent to cause disturbance during 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit 
to Bihar’s capital Patna on July 12 this 
year.”

The newly-appointed 
director of the All 
India Institute of 

Medical Sciences (AIIMS), 
New Delhi, Dr. M. Srinivas, 
issued an office memoran-
dum on Thursday stating 
that if any security staff is 
found taking refreshments 
or eating food during duty 
hours, s/he will be removed 
from the rolls of AIIMS.

The memorandum said 
during the visit of the AI-
IMS Director to the CNC on 
Thursday, it was observed 

that one of the security staff 
was carrying tea in a tray 
on the directions of hospital 
staff posted in her area of 
responsibility. After seeing 
the security guard carrying 
tea in a tray, Dr. M. Srinivas 
issued an office memoran-
dum.

“It is hereby directed that 
the security personnel de-
ployed for patient security 
and assistance will not be 
used for any purpose other 
than that for which they 
have been hired. If any se-
curity staff is found carry-
ing refreshments, tea, cof-
fee, etc. during their duty 

hours,” read the memoran-
dum.

As per the memorandum, 
“Any security staff found 
taking refreshments or eat-
ing food during duty hours 
will also be removed from 
the rolls of AIIMS.”

It further stated that it 
will also be ensured by the 
respective faculty in charge 
and officers in charge of se-
curity that the security staff 
perform the duties as speci-
fied in the tender agreement 
for watch and ward ser-
vices.

“Such incidents not only 
jeopardize the security for 

which the staff has been de-
ployed, but also cast an un-
favorable light on security 
services,” it continued.

Last week, the Cabinet Ap-
pointments Committee, led 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, named Dr. Srinivas as 
the new director of the pres-
tigious All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences (AIIMS).
The official order said Dr. 
Srinivas has been appointed 
for a period of five years or 
until he attains the age of 65 
years. He succeeds Dr. Ran-
deep Guleria and is one of 
the youngest directors of the 
prestigious institution.

new Directions

AIIMS to remove staff if found 
performing tasks other than 
mentioned in tender agreement
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investiGation

kanPur Hostel staFFer HelD For 
FilminG obscene viDeos oF Girls
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Kanpur Police have taken 
into custody a sweeper of 
a girl’s hostel for allegedly 
making obscene videos of 
some of the girls staying 
there, a senior official said 
Friday.

The police action came af-
ter a NEET aspirant, staying 
at the Sai Niwas Girls Hostel, 
filed a complaint with the 
police, accusing the sweeper 
of making her obscene vid-

eos. Other girls have also 
accused him of stealing 
their videos.Assistant Com-
missioner of Police (ACP), 
Kalyanpur, DK Shukla, said 
the accused’s mobile phone 
has been seized and sent for 
forensic analysis.

“A worker at Kanpur’s Sai 
Niwas Girls Hostel was tak-
en into custody after a NEET 
aspirant filed a complaint ac-
cusing him of making their 
videos. Ten to twelve other 
girls came along with her. 
The accused worked there 

for about eight years,” Shuk-
la told reporters.

He said the accused had 
been working at the hostel 
for about 8 years.

“A case has also been reg-
istered and action shall be 
taken,” he added.

Further investigation is 
underway.

Recently, protests erupted 
on the Chandigarh Univer-
sity campus over claims 
that some videos of women 
students were recorded and 
leaked.

traGeDy averteD

security Forces busteD terror 
HiDeout anD recover arms in Gurez
AjAy jANDyAl 
 SRINAGAR

Security Forces on Friday 
afternoon busted a hideout 
and recovered huge quanti-
ty of arms and ammunition 
in Gurez sector.

The statement issued to 
the army reads, “In a ma-
jor blow to the intentions of 
terrorist groups operating 
from across Line of Control, 
Indian Army & Jammu and 
Kashmir Police foiled their 
design to deliver huge cache 
of weapons, ammunition, 
grenades and other war 
like stores to cause terror 
activities and  unrest in the 
Valley.”

“On 27 September 2022, 
based on intelligence from 
Police and human sources 
of the Indian Army under 
aegis of 109 Infantry Bri-
gade launched a search 
operation along Naushera 
Nard till the Line of Control 
in Gurez Sector of Kupwara 
District. After three days 
of search, a hideout was 
found along the Nala on 29 
Sep 2022, very close to the 
Line of Control. On digging, 
a huge weapon cache of 07 
AK Rifles, 02 Chinese Pis-
tols, 13 Chinese Grenades, 
21 AK magazines, 04 pistol 
magazines, 1190 AK am-
munition and 132 Pistol am-
munition were recovered.”

 “Recovery of this large 
size of War Like Stores 
close to the Line of Control 
has given a major setback 
to the terrorist groups at-
tempting to refuel terror-
ism in Kashmir Valley 
and has prevented unrest 
and loss of innocent lives,” 
statement said.

According  to  pol ice 
sources, these weapons and 
War Like Stores were most 
likely dropped at the Line of 
Control before being picked 
up by terrorists and anti-
national elements on the 
Indian side and transport-
ed to Bandipora and other 
hinterland areas, according 
to the statement. 

Cheif Minister Arvind Kejriwal
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NO VIOLATION

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day rejected the plea seeking 
to correct the state emblem 
recently installed at the top of 
the Central Vista Project, as it 
held that the newly installed 
lion sculpture does not vio-
late the State Emblem of India 
(Prohibition of Improper Use) 
Act, 2005.

A bench comprising Justices 
MR Shah and Krishna Murari 
dismissed the plea filed by the 
petitioner. The court turned 

down the petitioner’s submis-
sion that the lions in the new 
emblem are aggressive and 
remarked, “That impression 
depends on the mind of the 
person”.

The court said that it can-
not be said that the emblem 
installed was contrary to or 
violated provisions of the State 
Emblem of India (Prohibition 
of Improper Use) Act, 2005.

The petitioner submitted 
that there is no scope for ar-
tistic innovation for a state 
emblem and had sought ap-
propriate direction from the 

Center to correct the State 
Emblem of India, recently in-
stalled at the top of the Central 
Vista Project.

The plea moved by two 
advocates, Aldanish Rein 
and Ramesh Kumar Mishra, 
stated, “The State Emblem of 
India Act does not envisage 
provisions in case of violation 
of the emblem by the state or 
government itself.”

Hence, the petitioner has 
prayed to issue appropriate 
direction to the respondent 
to correct the State Emblem 
of India.

SC rejects plea seeking to correct state 
emblem installed at Central Vista
TDG NETWORK
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RECOMMENDATION

The Supreme Court Colle-
gium has recommended the 
transfer of two High Court 
Chief Justices and three 
judges, while three more 
judges have been recom-
mended for elevation.

The decision was taken at 
a meeting of the Collegium 
headed by Justice of India 
UU Lalit on September 28. 
The Collegium recommend-
ed the transfers of Chief Jus-
tice of Orissa High Court S. 
Muralidhar to the Madras 
High Court and Chief Justice 
of Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh Pankaj Mithal to the 
Rajasthan High Court.

Justice Muralidhar was ap-
pointed the judge of the Del-
hi High Court in 2006, and 
in 2020 he was transferred 

to the Punjab and Haryana 
High Court. Later, he was el-
evated as the Chief Justice of 
Orissa High Court on Janu-
ary 4, 2021.

Justice Mittal was appoint-
ed as an additional judge of 
Allahabad High Court in 
2006, and in 2008 he was 
made a permanent judge. He 
was appointed as Chief Jus-
tice of the Jammu & Kashmir 
and Ladakh High Courts in 
December 2020.

The Collegium also rec-
ommended the elevation of 
Justice Jaswant Singh as the 
Chief Justice of the Orissa 
High Court. Justice Singh 
was elevated to the bench in 
2007 as a judge in the Pun-
jab and Haryana High Court 
before being transferred to 
the Orissa High Court in 
2021.

The Collegium has also 

recommended the eleva-
tion of Justice PB Varale of 
the Bombay High Court as 
the Chief Justice of the Kar-
nataka High Court. Justice 
Varale is the senior-most 
judge at Bombay High Court. 
He was appointed a judge of 
the Bombay High Court on 
July 18, 2008.

On September 30, the Su-
preme Court Collegium in its 
statement stated that it has 
recommended the elevation 
of Justice Ali Mohammad 
Magrey as Chief Justice of 
the High Court of Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh. 
Justice Magrey was ap-
pointed a judge of the Jammu 
and Kashmir High Court in 
March 2013.

The Collegium has also 
recommended the transfer 
of three High Court judges 
to different High Courts.

APEX COURT COLLEGIUM RECOMMENDS TRANSFER 
OF 2 CHIEF JUSTICES, ELEVATION OF 3 JUDGES
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PROCEDURE

The Delhi High Court has 
called for a status report on 
a plea seeking direction to 
authorities to initiate the ex-
tradition procedure against 
an absconding accused in a 
case of voyeurism and stalk-
ing. The petitioner also seeks 
directions to social media 
platforms to delete or take 
down obscene material from 
fake Facebook and Instagram 
accounts.

The accused is stated to be a 
declared proclaimed offender 
and is in the UAE. This case 
was registered at Delhi Cantt 
police station in December 
2021, and a charge sheet is yet 
to be filed.

Justice Anu Malhotra direct-
ed the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA), the Delhi Gov-
ernment, and SHO police sta-
tion Delhi Cantt on Wednes-
day to file a status report.

During the hearing, Delhi 
Police apprised the court that 
an FIR under sections related 

to voyeurism, stalking, intimi-
dation, and Section 67 of the 
Information Technology Act 
2000 has been registered.

It was also stated that the 
charge sheet has yet to be filed 
and the accused has been de-
clared a proclaimed offender.

The plea requested that the 
Delhi Police initiate the ex-
tradition procedure for the 
accused Mukesh from the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
as soon as possible in accor-
dance with the India-UAE 
Extradition Treaty, 1999.

HC seeks report on extradition 
of accused in case of voyeurism 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

PUBLIC PROPERTY

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday said that 
students of Classes 9 to 12 
and engineering should 
know about the method-
ology and costs incurred 
in the construction of the 
metro so that they abstain 
from protests and do not 
destroy public property.

“I want students of class-
es 9-12 and engineering 

to ask how metro work 
has been done, the cost 
incurred, construction of 
tunnels... it will make them 
accountable; they will not 
participate in any protest 
to destroy public prop-
erty. They will feel pain 
as if their own property 
is being damaged,” said 
Modi while flagging off 
the Gandhinagar-Mumbai 
Central Vande Bharat Ex-
press train at Gandhinagar 
on Friday. 

STUDENTS SHOULD KNOW HOW METRO 
IS CONSTRUCTED SO THAT THEY DO NOT 
DESTROY PUBLIC PROPERTY: PM MODI
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RELEASE

SHARJEEL IMAM GETS BAIL IN 
SEDITION CASE AFTER 31 MONTHS

A Delhi Court on Fri-
day granted bail to 
Sharjeel Imam in a 

sedition case lodged against 
him for allegedly making an 
inflammatory speech at Jamia 
during an anti-CAA-NRC pro-
test in 2019. He has been in 
custody for the last 31 months.

This case was registered 
at the police station in New 
Friends Colony, Delhi, in 
2019. It is important to note 
that the proceedings in the of-
fence of sedition are in abey-
ance. He has been granted 
bail under Section 153 (pro-
moting enmity between the 
two groups of people) of the 
IPC. In this section, the maxi-
mum punishment is 3 years.

Additional Sessions Judge 
Anuj Agrawal granted Statu-
tory (Default) bail to Sharjeel 
Imam in view of his under-
gone period in custody in sec-
tion 153 A. He has undergone 
more than half of the period 
of the sentence.

The court granted relief to 
the JNU student on furnish-
ing a personal bond of Rs 
30,000 and a surety in the 
same amount, among other 
conditions.

The accused moved an ap-
plication through advocates 
Talib Mustafa and Ahmad 
Ibrahim seeking statutory 
bail under Section 436 A 
of the Criminal Procedure 
Code on behalf of the ac-
cused, as he has served more 
than half of the sentence in 
custody.

Section 436 A of the CrPC 
states that a person who has, 
during the period of investi-
gation, inquiry, or trial under 
the CrPC for an offence under 
any law (other than an offence 
for which the punishment 
of death has been specified 
as one of the punishments 
under that law), undergone 
detention for a period extend-
ing up to one half of the maxi-

mum period of imprisonment 
specified for that offence un-
der that law, shall be released 
by the court on his personal 
bond with or without surety.

His earlier bail application 
was dismissed by the trial 
court on October 22, 2021, in 
view of sections related to se-
dition and promoting enmity 
between groups. He moved 
the High Court against the 
order.

Meanwhile, the Supreme 
Court passed an order on May 
17, 2022, directing the govern-
ment to keep in abeyance all 
the cases related to the offence 
of sedition.

Thereafter, he again moved 
to trial court, seeking bail in 
light of the direction of the 
Supreme Court. The trial 
court had directed the peti-

tioner to seek clarification 
from the High Court on how 
the provisions of Section 436 
A of the CrPc applied in this 
case.

The Delhi High court on 
September 26 clarified the is-
sue in an application moved 
on behalf of Sharjeel Imam. 
The petitioner had with-
drawn his regular bail appli-
cation.

Earlier the trial court had 
dismissed his bail, saying, “a 
cursory and plain reading of 
the speech of December 13, 
2019, reveals that the same is 
clearly on communal/divisive 
lines. In my view, the tone 
and tenor of the incendiary 
speech tend to have a debili-
tating effect upon public tran-
quillity, peace and harmony of 
the society.”

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

Sharjeel Imam



5nationthe daily guardian review
saturday |  01  october 2022

new delhi

TOP OF THE DAY

2 TERRORISTS 
KILLED IN 
ENCOUNTER IN J-K
BARAMULLA: Two 
terrorists were killed 
during an encounter in 
Baramulla on Friday, the 
police said. “On basis of 
intelligence inputs, Army 
police and Sashastra 
Seema Bal (SSB) parties 
conducted a search in a 
village after cordoning off 
the area and killed two 
unidentified terrorists in 
an encounter,” Kashmir 
Senior Superintendent of 
Police Rayees Moham-
mad Bhatt said. As per 
the official, 1 AKS-74U 
and 3 magazines, 1 
pistol and its magazine, 
and 2 bullets have been 
recovered from their 
possessions. Police have 
appealed to people in that 
area to be careful. “Ter-
rorists were here to target 
and disrupt the Army 
recruitment (Agniveer) 
rally. Site clearance com-
pleted. Appeal to people 
of that area to be careful 
and appeal to youth to 
not choose the path of 
violence,” the SSP added. 

FOUR HELD 
FOR CATTLE 
SMUGGLING IN 
ASSAM
NAGAON: Assam police 
arrested four cattle 
smugglers and rescued 
nine cattle heads in 
Borghat, an area of 
Nagaon district, an of-
ficial said Friday. Acting 
on a tip-off, the police 
intercepted two vehicles 
coming from the Samu-
guri area and found the 
cattle in them. A police of-
ficial identified those ar-
rested as Roshidul Haque 
alias Ratul (22), Sahjahan 
Ali (32), Ashadul Islam 
(21) and Amit Nayak (23). 
Earlier this month, As-
sam Police rescued two 
baby orangutans, a rare 
wildlife species, from the 
Lailapur Naka check post 
in the Cachar district.

POLICE LAUNCHES 
OPERATION 
AGAINST 
GAMBLERS, 5 
ARRESTED 
KOKRAJHAR: On 
Thursday, Assam police 
launched a massive 
crackdown on gamblers 
ahead of the Durga 
Puja festival, arresting 
five people red-handed 
gambling in a house 
in Palashguri village, 
Kokrajhar district. The 
gamblers arrested from 
the area are identified as 
Hafizur Rahman, Afsar 
Ali, Sahajahan Miya, Abu 
Telep Sheikh, and Insan 
Ali. “A police team from 
Sapkata Out Post near 
Gossaigaon in Kokrajhar 
district on Thursday night 
launched an operation 
in Palashguri village 
and caught five persons 
while they were gambling 
inside a house,” sources 
said. The ongoing mas-
sive operation ahead of 
the Durga Puja festival 
is an attempt to curb the 
gambling happening in 
the district. “There are so 
many gambling activities 
happening in the districts 
during Durga Puja. Fol-
lowing this, an operation 
was launched ahead of 
Durga Puja to curb the 
illegal activities and nab 
the offenders”, police 
sources said.

‘HEALTH MODEL’

A woman was al-
legedly forced to 
deliver her child 

on the floor of the civil hos-
pital in Punjab’s Pathankot 
after she was denied admis-
sion to the labour room, 
prompting the opposition 
BJP to demand strong ac-
tion from the AAP govern-
ment against the erring of-
ficials.

A purported video of the 
incident, which happened 
on Thursday, has gone viral 
on the Internet. Sharing it 

on Twitter, BJP leader She-
hzad Poonawalla slammed 
“the world-class health 
model” of the Bhagwant 
Mann government, alleging 
it was spending money on 
advertisements as the poor 
people of the state suffered. 
In another tweet, he said the 
situation is no better either 
in Delhi, where the AAP 
also rules. “In Delhi, it is 
no better! Ho-halla on Mo-
halla Clinics, but where are 
the world-class hospitals?” 
he said.

After a public outcry, 
Pathankot Deputy Commis-
sioner Harbir Singh said he 

had sought details about the 
incident from the civil sur-
geon but he was “not satis-
fied” with the answers.

“I’ve contacted the civil 
surgeon and asked for de-
tails about the incident. But 
I’m not satisfied with the an-
swers. If a woman entered 
the hospital, it became the 
hospital’s responsibility to 
take care of her. I’ve ordered 
an inquiry and action will 
be taken against the guilty,” 
Singh said.

He, however, said the 
woman’s version of the 
events was different from 
that of the doctors at the 

hospital.
Meanwhile, Gurdaspur 

MP Sunny Deol wrote 
to Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann, urging 
him to book the persons re-
sponsible “for playing with 
the lives of the patients.”

“In the light of this shame-
ful act, exposing the prevail-
ing state of affairs in the 
state government hospitals 
in my constituency, I shall 
be grateful if you could have 
this serious matter looked 
into to ensure that those re-
sponsible for it are booked 
for playing with the lives of 
the patients,” Deol wrote.

WOMAN DELIVERS BABY 
ON HOSPITAL FLOOR, BJP 
QUESTIONS PUNJAB GOVT
TDG NETWORK
PATHANKOT

Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann on Friday 
moved the Punjab State 
Vigilance Commission 
(Repeal) Bill, 2022, which 
was passed unanimously.

The Chief Minister stat-
ed in a resolution that the 
main function of the Pun-
jab State Vigilance Com-
mission is to investigate 
or cause investigations 
into complaints alleging 
commission of offences 
by a public servant under 
the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act, 1988, and the 
Prevention of Corruption 
(Amendment) Act, 2018. 
He also stated that the 
Commission has the au-
thority to supervise and 
control the operation of 
the Vigilance Bureau and 

the police establishment 
in relation to corruption 
cases.Bhagwant Mann 
said that the Punjab State 
Vigilance Commission 
Act 2020, which was sup-
posed to be enacted along 
the lines of the Central 
Vigilance Commission Act 
2003, suffers from serious 
deviations.

The Chief Minister said 
that the Vigilance Com-
mission constituted un-
der this Act is, therefore, 
not serving any useful 
objectives except being a 
burden on the State exche-
quer. He said that as there 
are multiple agencies in 
the state that deal with the 
same set of stakeholders, 
including a full-fledged 
Vigilance Department. 
Therefore, Bhagwant 
Mann said that to avoid 
overlapping, contradictory 

findings, resultant delays, 
and gaps in communica-
tion, it has become neces-
sary to repeal the Punjab 
State Vigilance Commis-
sion Act 2020 (Punjab Act 
No. 20 of 2020).

The state government 
has enacted the Punjab 
State Vigilance Commis-
sion Repeal Act, 2022, by 
repealing the Punjab State 
Vigilance Commission 
Act, 2020 (Punjab Act No. 
20 of 2020). He said that 
the Punjab State Vigilance 
Commission Act had come 
into force on November 13, 
2020. Bhagwant Mann 
said the Punjab State Vigi-
lance Commission set up 
under this Act has not 
achieved the desired ob-
jectives. He said that this 
decision had been taken in 
the larger public interest of 
the state’s residents.

INVESTIGATE

CM introduces Punjab State 
Vigilance Commission Bill, 2022
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Infamous gangster Neeraj 
Bawana’s father was ar-
rested Thursday night by 
Outer-North District Police. 
The father of “incarcerated” 
gangster Neeraj Bawana 
was arrested by the Outer-
North District Police on 
charges of illegal weapon 
possession, according to 
Delhi police.

Outer-North District po-
lice conducted a raid on 
the accused’s house and 
arrested him there. The 
Outer-North district police, 
however, had arrested Sonu, 
a member of the Neeraj 
Bawana gang, on Septem-
ber 16 and recovered a bul-
letproof Scorpio and SUV 

along with the huge quan-
tity of arms and cartridges. 
The police found that the car 
was registered in the name 
of Neeraj Bawana’s relative 
and started their investiga-
tions further. Following this, 
the police arrested Neeraj’s 
father and indicted him for 
possessing illegal weapons.

Earlier this month, the ar-
rested member of Neeraj 
Bawana’s gang, Sonu, was 
trying to execute a crime, po-
lice officials said. “Acting on 
information, we recovered 
79 live cartridges, 4 country-
made weapons, and two ve-
hicles, including one bullet-
proof vehicle. Both the cars 
are registered in the name of 
a relative of gangster Neeraj 
Bawana,” DCP Outer-North 
Devesh Kumar underlined.

WEAPON POSSESION

Police arrest gangster 
Neeraj Bawana’s father
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Himachal Pradesh Urban 
Development Minister 
Suresh Bhardwaj Friday 
praised the Jairam Thakur 
government, saying it has 
boosted the pace of develop-
ment and brought “unprec-
edented development” to 
the hill state.

“Unprecedented develop-
ment has taken place under 
this government because we 
understood the pain of ur-
ban areas,” he said, adding 
that the BJP-led government 
has done “more than it had 
promised in its manifesto.” 
He said that this government 
has prioritised ease of living 
for the people of the state.

Bhardwaj hit out at Con-
gress, accusing it of not do-
ing enough to develop the 
state. He said there was only 
one municipal corporation 
but now there are five, be-
sides Nagar Panchayats and 
City Councils.

“The development of 
smart cities gained pace 

under this government. A 
total of 19 Dharamshala 
Smart City projects have 
been completed and Rs 315 
crore have been spent. How-
ever, until 2018, only four 
projects were completed, 
and only Rs 11.54 crore was 
spent. Other than this, 57 
components and 159 pipe-
line projects of the Shimla 
Smart City have been com-
pleted,” he said.

The minister thanked the 
Central Government for 
supporting the state in ur-
ban development. “The Cen-

tral Government has helped 
us immensely. We thank 
the Prime Minister for help-
ing us,” Bhardwaj said. He 
then outlined the benefits 
of government schemes 
such as the Mukhyamantri 
Shahri Ajivika Guarantee 
Yojana and the Biswa Yoja-
na. “The Amrit Mission has 
strengthened the water and 
sewerage system in the state. 
We have provided land to 
the poor so they can make 
houses. We have provided 
them 120 days of guaran-
teed employment.”

IN HIMACHAL PRADESH

GOVERNMENT BROUGHT 
‘UNPRECEDENTED DEVELOPMENT’ 
TO HIMACHAL: MINISTER 
TDG NETWORK  
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Suresh Bharadwaj

India is going to assume 
the presidency of the G-20 
countries for one year 
from 1 December, 2022, 
and during this period, 
there will be numerous 
meetings of different lev-
els, including ministerial, 
Serpa or working groups, 
engagement groups, and 
seminars across the coun-
try on different subjects. 

There will be about 200 
meetings of different lev-
els. So far, 55 cities have 
been selected for organis-
ing these meetings across 
the country. Among these, 
Gurugram in Haryana is 
also one of the cities where 
four to five meetings re-
lated to the G-20 summit 
will be held. A G-20 team 
of the Ministry of External 
Affairs visited Gurugram 
on Friday in this regard, 
in which it was discussed 
about the appropriate 
places for organizing meet-
ings and short excursions 
with the concerned local 
officers.

The G-20 Summit team 
from the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs included 
Praveen Jakhar, Officer 
on Special Duty, Ma-
hender Sehgal, Program 
Director from the Indian 
Council for Cultural Rela-
tions (ICCR) and Lakshmi 
Prabha, a G-20 Logistics 
Consultant. 

In this high-level meeting 
held in the Conference Hall 
of the PWD Rest House, 
Gurugram, Additional 
Resident Commissioner, 
Haryana Bhawan, Delhi 
Dharmendra Singh, Chief 
Protocol Officer, Guru-
gram Vatsal Vashisht, City 
Magistrate Anu Shyokand, 
CEO of Zila Parishad from 
Faridabad Suman Bhan-
kar, Zila Parishad Nuh 
CEO Pradeep Ahlawat, 
Joint Director of Tourism 
Department RP Kundu, 
Liaison Officer Rajendra 
Sharma and AGM Harvin-
der Singh, Cultural Officer 
from Art and Culture De-
partment Hridya Kaushal, 
DCP East Virendra Vij, 
and many other officials 
were present.

DEVELOPMENT

India to assume G20 
presidency for a year 
starting 1 December
RAVINDER MALIK  
CHANDIGARH

The Congress State Gen-
eral Secretary and legisla-
tor Vikramaditya Singh 
on Thursday said that the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
has kept a fund of Rs 500 
crore to bribe the Congress 
leaders ahead of the upcom-
ing Himachal Pradesh As-
sembly Election.

Vikramaditya Singh, 
the son of late Himachal 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Virbhadra Singh, stated this 
to the media in Shimla on 
Thursday.He said that the 
BJP has launched “Opera-
tion Lotus” to buy Congress 
leaders across the country 
and added that the Con-
gress party is not afraid to 
fight them.

“If the organization of BJP 
is strong then why is BJP 
doing such dacoit activities 
in daylight? It seems that 
BJP knows the truth inside 
as they failed to do any de-
velopment and could not 
fulfil its promises. The BJP 
has kept a 500 Crore Ru-
pees fund for Himachal to 
buy leaders,” Vikramaditya 
Singh said.

“It will not have any im-
pact on the Congress party. 
We stand Rock Solid. We 
are going to fulfil whatever 
promises our senior leaders 
have made. To fulfil and im-
plement our promises made 
to people, we have taken on 
board the financial experts 
including the experts from 

administration and finan-
cial commission,” Singh 
further added

On being asked about the 
senior Congressman, Harsh 
Mahajan, joining the BJP, 
the Congress leader said it 
was his choice to do so.

“I  don’t  know what 
changed his mind to shift 
the ideology at midnight. If 
he would have told us we 
shall have given him a fare-
well. During the Chief min-
istership of Virbhadra Singh 
Ji, he was one of his trusted 
persons. But as being 
claimed that he was the one 
who made Congress, it’s not 
true. He has been in politics 
since 1962. But I wish him 
good luck and good health, 
I still have regard for him. I 
also received calls from top 
BJP leadership for allur-
ing and warning but I don’t 
want to make it public,” said 
Singh.

ALLEGATIONS 

BJP has kept Rs 500 
cr for Operation Lotus: 
Himachal Congress leader

Vikramaditya Singh
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A convicted prisoner who 
was undergoing treat-
ment at a hospital was 
caught with a prostitute 
at the facility in Hajipur in 
Bihar’s Vaishali district, 
police said.

“A convicted prisoner 
who was admitted to 
the Sadar Hospital went 
missing from the hospi-
tal ward and was found 
with a woman in another 
room. Five people, in-
cluding the prisoner, the 
woman, hospital staff, 
and security guards, were 
arrested,” Civil Surgeon 
Dr Amarendra Narayan 
Sai said. The matter has 
left the administration in 
shock, and they are in-
vestigating how this was 
made possible inside the 
hospital.

On Thursday, police 
raided the prison ward 
of the Sadar Hospital 
and found that one in-
mate was missing. After 
a search, the inmate, who 

is a murder convict, was 
caught with a call girl in 
another room at the hos-
pital.

The inmate, along with 
four guards and one 
hospital staffer, were de-
tained by the police.

The civil surgeon of the 
Sadar Hospital, Dr. Am-
rendra Narayan Sahi, told 
the press that an NGO 
worker had provided the 
convict with the keys to 
the room.

“There were four guards 
for security. It has to be 
investigated for how long 
such things have been 
going on. The prisoner 
was a heart patient and 
was referred to AIIMS 
in Delhi but wasn’t taken 
there,” the civil surgeon 
further said.

The detained prisoner 
serving his sentence at 
the Mandal Kara jail was 
sent to the Patna Medi-
cal College and Hospital 
(PMCH) after he com-
plained of chest pain.

Police are conducting 
further investigations.

SHOCKING

PRISONER CAUGHT WITH 
PROSTITUTE IN BIHAR 
HOSPITAL, 4 DETAINED
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West Bengal Leader of Op-
position and BJP leader Su-
vendu Adhikari on Friday 
requested Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman to probe 
the alleged irregularities and 
illegal diversion of central 
government funds from the 
Wage and Means Head of 
the Consolidated Funds and 
PFMS (Public Finance Man-
agement System) to the SERF 
(State Emergency Relief 
Fund) account by the West 
Bengal government.

“I am writing this letter to 
you in order to apprise you 
about the malpractices the 
West Bengal Government has 
been engaged in, and the un-
ethical and illegal diversion of 
funds provided by the Central 
Government,” said Adhikari 
in the letter. “PFMS was in-
troduced only a few months 
earlier. Before PFMS was in 
operation, all Central Govern-
ment funds were remitted to 
the Wage and Means head of 

the consolidated fund. The 
transactions of that particular 
head have to be thoroughly 
enquired into. The enquiry 
must be conducted through 
officers, who are not likely to 
be influenced by state govern-
ment officials,” the BJP leader 
demanded.

In the letter, the BJP MLA 
from Nandigram wrote, 
“The state government has 
been engaging in the follow-
ing illegal steps: 1. Firstly 
withdrawing a major portion 
of the amount and depositing 
it in the SERF Account and 
spend the money along with 
the accrued interest in other 

works, which was not meant 
to be. 2. When suballocat-
ing to the departments, they 
are making too much delay, 
sometimes even 6 months 
after the amount was origi-
nally remitted by the central 
government. As a result, the 
whole scheme’s accounting 
gets jeopardised and utili-
sation certificate cannot be 
generated on time.”

He added, “If transactions 
of these accounts are thor-
oughly scrutinised, evidence 
of illegalities would be found. 
Remarkably, it seems that no 
officer of the finance depart-
ment seems to be aware of 
this modus operandi.”

Previously, Adhikari ac-
cused the state government 
of renaming the Center’s 
schemes and passing them 
off as its own.On a number of 
occasions, he has accused the 
state government of misusing 
central funds.

Adhikari had defeated Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee in 
last year’s Assembly polls by a 
margin of 1,956 votes.

PROBE

Bengal govt ‘diverting 
central funds’: Suvendu 
Adhikari to FM Sitharaman
TDG NETWORK
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Suvendu Adhikari
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Two TerrorisTs 
killed in 
Baramulla 
gunfighT
SRINAGAR: In a major 
success, security forces 
have foiled a terrorist 
plan to target the Ag-
niveer Recruitment Rally 
in Baramulla.  Accord-
ing to a PRO Defence 
Kashmir statement, 
“Security forces received 
specific inputs about the 
presence of terrorists in 
Yedipora Village, Haid-
erbegh, Pattan.” A joint 
operation was launched 
by the JK Police and 
Indian Army, which 
established a cordon 
around the target area 
and conducted a search. 
During the search, the 
terrorists hiding in a 
residential house fired 
upon the search party, 
which was retaliated 
against, and a firefight 
ensued. This resulted 
in elimination of two 
terrorists in the morning 
and recovery of 02 x AK 
Rifle, 01 x Pistol and 
other war like stores.

union minisTer 
inauguraTes 
Cng faCiliTy
CHENNAI: Union 
minister of state for 
labour, employment, 
petroleum, and natural 
gas Rameshwar Teli in-
augurated a CNG facility 
at Nesapakkam petrol 
station on Friday. Laud-
ing the government for 
their efforts on the gas 
pipeline facility, he said, 
“GAIL is the implement-
ing agency, and though 
the AIADMK govern-
ment did not permit the 
installation, yet with 
consistent efforts we 
have been able to ac-
complish it.” He further 
added that CNG pumps 
have been set up rapidly 
across the nation, and 
we are focused on doing 
the same. Tenders for 
new pumps with CNG 
are in process. “By 2030 
we will have 20 per cent 
ethanol mixed petrol fuel 
which is produced from 
rice, sugarcane, bamboo 
etc”, Teli said. During the 
event, he also handed 
over the Pradhan Mantri 
Ujjwala Yojana to the 
beneficiaries.

PoliCe To 
launCh 
CamPaign To 
arresT wanTed 
Criminals
DEHRADUN: On the 
direction of Director 
General of Police Ashok 
Kumar, Uttarakhand 
Police is all set to start 
a one-month special 
campaign from October 
1 to arrest wanted 
criminals. “The aim 
of the campaign is to 
arrest wanted crimi-
nals in the state,” said 
Kumar. Ashok Kumar 
said, “Uttarakhand 
Police is committed to 
making the state crime 
and criminal-free. This 
campaign is being run 
to curb criminals. The 
cooperation of STF will 
also be taken in the 
arrest of the accused. 
Those who do good 
work in the campaign 
will be rewarded, and 
action will also be 
taken against those who 
are lax in their work”. 
The DGP said that all 
districts had been given 
special instructions to 
take maximum action in 
the campaign.

top of the day
guidelines

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Fri-
day approved the 

release of Rs 488 crore as 
a central share of the State 
Disaster Mitigation Fund 
(SDMF) to Uttar Pradesh, 
Punjab, and Goa for the year 
2021–22, for undertaking 
mitigation activities as per 
guidelines issued by the cen-
tral government.

Based on the recommen-
dations of the 15th Finance 
Commission, the Central 
Government has allocated 
Rs 32,031 crore for the SDMF 
and Rs 13,693 crore for the 
National Disaster Mitiga-

tion Fund (NDMF) for the 
years 2021–22 to 2025–26. 
These mitigation funds will 
be used to carry out mitiga-
tion activities involving local 
and community-based in-
terventions that will reduce 
disaster risks and promote 
environmentally friendly 
settlements and livelihood 
practices.

Shah has always empha-
sised that before the 1990s, 
the Government of India had 
a relief-centric approach. 
There was no scope for sav-
ing lives and property, and it 
was not part of the planning 
process.

Now as per the vision of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Shah said, “We have 
worked out a scientific pro-

gramme for saving lives and 
property based on early 
warning, proactive preven-
tion, mitigation, and pre-
preparation.”

The Central Government 
constituted the NDMF at the 
national level on February 
5, 2021. State governments 
have been advised to set up 
SDMFs in their respective 
states.

Guidelines for the opera-
tionalization of SDMF and 
NDMF have already been 
issued by the Central Gov-
ernment.

The Central government 
has already released an 
amount of Rs 3,382.24 crore 
as the Central share of the 
SDMF to 21 states after they 
constituted their SDMF.
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amiT shah aPProves release 
of rs 488 Cr To uP, PunjaB, goa 
for disasTer managemenT

helPing

Telangana govt aids poorest of poor 
by giving them Aasara Pensions

The Aasara pension scheme 
was launched by the Telan-
gana government on No-
vember 8, 2014, in Kothur in 
the Mahboobnagar district 
to provide pensions to old 
people, widows, patients 
suffering from elephantiasis 
or AIDS, physically disabled 
persons, beedi workers, and 
single women.

Telangana Finance Min-
ister, in the annual budget 
session for the fiscal year 
2022–23 on March 7, 2022, 
allocated Rs. 11,728 crore to 
the Aasara Pension Scheme. 
The state government has 
increased the pension being 

given to the elderly, widows, 
AIDS patients, handloom 
workers, and toddy tappers 
from Rs. 200 to Rs. 2,016 
per month; the pension for 
the differently abled was 
increased from Rs. 500 to 
Rs. 3,016 per month; and the 
pension to single women, 
beedi workers, and filarial 
patients would be Rs. 2,016 
per month. SM Haseen Gol-
conda Tahsildar from the 
Hyderabad division said, 
“We receive 10 to 15 applica-
tions for pension per day. We 
also receive Shaadi Mubarak 
and Kalyana Lakshmi appli-
cations.”

“Since the Telangana gov-
ernment has come, it has 
increased the amount, due 

to which more people are 
applying. We have 4,700 
sanctioned pensioners in 
the Golconda Tahsildar Di-
vision,” she said.

“In which old age pen-
sions, single women pen-
sions and more we give. 
Around 500 applications 
have been submitted online 
and are pending the sanc-
tion, she added. 600 peti-
tions are ready for approval, 
and Shaadi Mubarak and 
Kalyana Lakshmi in my 
area are receiving Shaadi 
Mubarak a lot,” she stated.

“Old age pensions 1,500 
are pending, and eligibil-
ity is upto 60 years. Single 
women pensions are 150 
approved from our Man-

dal. As the amount was in-
creased for Shaadi Mubarak 
and Kalyana Lakshmi we 
thanked the Telangana 
government for that,” she 
added.

Qutubuddin, a benefi-
ciary, said, “He stays near 
Mohamadia lane and gets a 
pension of 2000 rupees and 
we thank KCR for that, we 
also thank MLA also.”

“In future also if we get 
the pension that would be 
great,” he said

Yasmeen Begum said, “She 
is a widow and she has two 
kids, every month she is get-
ting a 2000 pension thanks 
to MLA and CM KCR. We 
wish this continues for the 
poor.”
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The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) on Friday 
informed the Supreme Court 
that the daughter of ex-Kar-
nataka minister Gali Janard-
han Reddy’s daughter was 
discharged from a hospital in 
Bengaluru after the delivery of 
her child and reached Bellary 
last night.

The CBI made these argu-
ments before the Supreme 
Court in response to a peti-
tion filed by former Karnataka 
Minister and mining baron Gali 
Janardhan Reddy, who is ac-
cused of multi-million dollar il-
legal mining. Reddy filed a plea 
seeking to visit Bellary on the 
grounds of seeing his daughter 
and her newborn child.

CBI also apprised the court 
that Reddy’s daughter was dis-
charged from Banglore’s hos-
pital yesterday evening after 
the matter was argued before 
the Supreme Court yesterday.

CBI also apprised a bench of 
justices MR Shah and Krishna 
Murari that Reddy’s daughter 
delivered the child on Sep-
tember 27 after undergoing a 
cesarean surgery.

Senior Advocate Meenakshi 
Arora for Reddy submitted 
that the mother of the child 
lives in Bellary.

During the hearing, the 
court asked the petitioner’s 
counsel not to raise the voice, 
as it would be of no help.

The court also noted that the 
petitioner never disclosed that 
the child was not born in Bel-
lary, however, it expressed full 
sympathy with the petitioner.

The court pointed out that 
what the agency is saying is 
that the discharge took place 
only after arguments before 
this court.

Reddy’s counsel said that a 
newborn may have been born 
in Bangalore, but the mother 
and child reside in Bellary. 
Reddy’s counsel urged the 
court to issue directions to the 
concerned court to examine 
the prosecution witnesses 
from Bellary first. The lawyer 
apprehended that, out of ven-
detta, witnesses from Bellary 
might be put on the stand to be 
examined at the end.

The court said that it would 
pass an appropriate order 
later. The Supreme Court on 
Thursday asked the CBI to re-
port it tomorrow after enquir-
ing into the plea of former Kar-
nataka minister and mining 
baron, Gali Janardhan Reddy, 
accused in a multi-million il-
legal mining case, seeking to 
visit Bellary on the grounds 
of seeing his daughter and her 
newborn child.

CBi To sC

Ex-Karnataka minister 
Janardhan Reddy’s 
daughter discharged from 
hosptial after delivery
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develoPmenT

PM Modi lays foundation stone 
of multiple projects in Ambaji

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday laid the 
foundation stone and dedi-
cated various projects worth 
over Rs 7,200 crore in Am-
baji.

Thousands of people 
cheered as Prime Minister 
Modi digitally pressed the 
launch button.The pro-
grammes in Ambaji include 
laying the foundation stone 
of over 45,000 houses built 
under the PM Awas Yojana. 
Prime Minister Modi will 
also lay the foundation stone 
for the Taranga Hill-Ambaji-
Abu Road New Broad Gauge 
Line and the development 
of pilgrimage facilities at 
Ambaji Temple under the 
PRASAD scheme.

The new rail line is ex-
pected to benefit lakhs of 
devotees visiting Ambaji, 
one of the 51 Shakti Peethas, 
and will enrich the worship 
experience of the devotees at 

all these pilgrimage places. 
Other projects whose foun-
dation stone will be laid 
include the construction of 
the runway and associated 
infrastructure at Air Force 
Station, Deesa, and Ambaji 
Bypass Road, among others.

Earlier, zeal and fervour 
echoed in the streets of Am-
baji in Gujarat when Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
held a roadshow on Friday.

Thousands of people 
thronged the area as they 
raised slogans.

PM Modi’s convoy was 
greeted with flower petals 
thrown on his car, while 
the security detail was seen 
clearing out the pieces and 
clearing the way.

Earlier in the day, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
convoy made way for an 
ambulance.

The car trails stopped in 
alignment on one side of the 
road for an easy passage of 
the ambulance as the convoy 
was on its way to Gandhi-
nagar from Ahmedabad.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Ambaji.

‘shameful’

jagan has no righT To Talk 
aBouT develoPmenT of norTh 
andhra: TdP leader

TDP leader Kimidi Nagarju-
na on Friday said it is shame-
ful that the ruling YSRCP 
leaders are talking about the 
development of the North 
Andhra region, particularly 
Visakhapatnam city, when 
they could not take any mea-
sures to save the Vizag Steel 
Plant.

The YSRCP leaders are 
neglecting the steel plant 
that was achieved after a 
series of fights and a pro-
longed agitation, he said and 
asked, “why the YSRCP did 
not take up the railway zone 
demand for Visakhapatnam 
in the past three years”. 
“Visakhapatnam city was 
developed with a vision by 
Chandrababu Naidu during 
his tenure as chief minister, 
and he worked hard to set up 
information technology and 
finance companies there,” 
the TDP leader said.

He further stated that 
Vizag is now a cosmopolitan 
city and Chandrababu has 
made every effort to make it 
a fitness valley. Millennium 
Towers were constructed in 
Vizag during Chandrababu’s 

tenure and employment was 
created for thousands of job-
less youth, thus converting 
the city into a hub for the 
software industry, Nagar-
juna observed. However, all 
these IT companies are mov-
ing out of the city since they 
are fed up with the style of 
functioning of the Chief Min-
ister, YS Jagan Mohan Reddy, 
Kimidi Nagarjuna said.

The state remained where 
it was three and a half years 
ago, and not even a single 
industry nor an IT company 
has set up shop here, result-
ing in no employment gen-
eration, he noted.

“Since the people are now 
feeling vexed with the YS-
RCP government, the ruling 
party leaders are now talk-
ing about three capital issues 
only to divert the public at-
tention from its failures”, the 
TDP leader said.

He further slammed 
CM Jagan Mohan Reddy 
and said, “Reddy has not 
done anything for Andhra 
Pradesh except loot the state 
and create a rift and deep dif-
ferences among the people, 
raking up unnecessary is-
sues. Can any ruling party 
leader explain what exactly 

is done for either Vizianaga-
ram or Visakhapatnam, he 
asked, emphasising that the 
ruling party has done noth-
ing for the port city of Vi-
sakhapatnam despite claim-
ing that it will be made the 
“executive capital”?

There are numerous op-
portunities to develop 
the entire region, includ-
ing Araku, Bheemli, and 
Srikakulam, according to 
Kimidi Nagarjuna, who also 
stated that the YSRCP is al-
ways more concerned with 
how to criticise Chandra-
babu than with moving the 
state forward.The Totapalli 
canal, which was launched 
by Chandrababu in 2015, 
is very crucial for the prog-
ress of Vizianagaram, and 
the Cabinet Minister from 
this district, Botsa Satyana-
rayana, did not talk even a 
single word about the canal, 
he observed.

Once the North Andhra 
region, particularly Vi-
sakhapatnam city, was 
known for peace, but after 
the YSRCP came to power, 
the whole area turned into 
land for growing ganja and 
for illegal land grabbing, 
Kimidi added.
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To coincide with the UN 
International Day of Older 
Persons on 1 October 2022, 
the Agewell Foundation has 
carried out a survey on the 
contribution of older women 
among 10,000 older persons 
with support from its volun-
teers spread across the coun-
try. Survey findings indicate 
that women have to face 
socio-cultural deprivations 
and gender discrimination 
throughout their lifetime. 
Low literacy, low participa-
tion in gainful jobs, poor ac-
cess to services or assets, and 
poor healthcare or nutrition 
make older women more 
vulnerable.

In spite of all odds, women 
outlive men. As per the Cen-
sus population projection re-
port, life expectancy at birth 
in 2022 is 69.4 years for men 
and 72.7 years for women. 
When life expectancy at the 
age of 60 is calculated, el-
derly women find they live 

for 25–30 years in old age.
Women always play con-

structive and positive roles 
throughout their lives and 
contribute at all levels, be it 
family, society, or nation. In 
India, women, particularly 
older women, are known for 
their sacrifice, integrity, and 
commitment towards the 
wellbeing of their respective 
families and communities.

Over half of all older wom-
en face marginalization and 
discrimination on the basis 
of their gender. Traditional 
gender roles and norms are 
considered responsible for 
gender-based marginaliza-
tion and discrimination.

Women, particularly older 
women, are stronger psy-
chologically and socially 
and are healthier than their 
counterparts. It has been 
clearly seen during the Co-
vid phenomenon that older 
women have more stamina 
than older men. In India, 
73% of all reported mortali-
ties were in men and 27% in 
women through May 2020.

CommiTmenT

Dilemma of elderly 
women: Contribution 
hardly recognized, 
rights widely violated
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The Central government 
on Friday filed an affidavit 
in the Supreme Court and 
said, in view of the current 
circumstances and internal 
security reasons of the coun-
try, the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs has yet not decided the 
mercy petition of death row 
convict Balwant Singh Ra-
joana in the former Punjab 
Chief Minister Beant Singh 
assassination case, sources 
told the Daily Guardian.

According to sources, the 
intelligence agencies have 
told the Ministry of Home 
Affairs in their input that 
the decision should not be 
taken in view of the current 
circumstances.

On 28 September, the Su-
preme Court had asked the 
Centre to spell out its stand 
within a day on the mercy 
petition of death row con-
vict Balwant Singh Rajoana 
in the former Punjab Chief 

Minister Beant Singh assas-
sination case.

“We can’t force you to take 
what decision…but you have 
to take a decision,” said a 
bench led by Chief Justice of 
India UU Lalit, which had 
earlier asked the Centre to 
take a decision in two months 
on Rajoana’s mercy petition 
without being influenced by 
the pending appeals of other 
convicts in the case.

The petitioner’s counsel 
had submitted that the con-
vict had been in jail for more 
than 26 years and on death 
row since 2007. Convicted of 
assassinating Beant Singh in 
1995, Rajoana has been in jail 
for 26 years awaiting his ex-
ecution. The former Punjab 
Chief Minister and 16 others 
were killed in an explosion 
outside the Civil Secretariat 
in Chandigarh in 1995. He 
was sentenced to death in 
2007 by a special court. 
His mercy petition has been 
hanging for more than eight 
years.

deaTh row

yeT To deCide on 
merCy PeTiTion of 
BalwanT singh: govT

The Free Drinking Water 
Scheme brought by the K. 
Chandrashekhar Rao-led 
Telangana government 
seems to be getting a good 
response from the general 
public in Hyderabad.

The Free Drinking Water 
Scheme was introduced by 
the Greater Hyderabad Mu-
nicipal Corporation in Janu-
ary 2021. Under the scheme, 
2.5 lakh households with 
water metres and two lakh 
slum households are receiv-
ing free 20,000 kiloliters of 
drinking water per month. 
The scheme was a part of 
KCR’s poll promises. One 
of the recipients, Moham-
mad Aleem Khan, told the 
press that it is KCR’s “best 
scheme.”

“This is the best scheme of 
CM KCR. We get 20,000 KL 
of water free every month 
and we don’t get any bill for 
that. We thank CM KCR for 
this,” the beneficiary said.

Another beneficiary, 
Akbar Azharuddin, also 
praised the scheme and de-
manded more such initia-
tives.

“This is a very good scheme 
and it’s very useful for us. 

Now we don’t get any bills. 
We request CM KCR to 
bring more such schemes, 
especially in the electricity 
department, which will be 
beneficial for the middle-
class family. We would like 
to thank CM KCR for pro-
viding this scheme,” another 
beneficiary said.

Earlier, as a part of its wel-
fare measures and social 
safety net strategy, the Telan-
gana government introduced 
the “Aasara” pensions with a 
view to ensuring a secure life 
for all the poor.

It is a welfare scheme that 
offers pensions to old people, 
widows, physically disabled 
people, and beedi workers.

Tahsildar of Asif Nagar, 
D. Sunil Kumar, said that 
10,000 new Aasara pen-
sions have been sanctioned 
under Asif Nagar Mandal’s 
jurisdiction.

Earlier on Wednesday, 
Telangana Chief Minister K 
Chandrasekhar Rao decided 
to give a 30% share of the 
profits of state-run Singareni 
Collieries Company Limited 
(SCCL) for the year 2021–22 
to the company’s employees 
as a Dussehra gift.

As part of this step, the 
company will pay Rs. 368 
crore to the eligible workers.

aCCePTanCe

free waTer sCheme 
geTTing good resPonse 
in hyderaBad
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The Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) 
of Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI) on expected 
lines increased the repo 
rate by 50 basis points 
to 5.90% with a cumula-
tive rate hike of 190 basis 
points during this rate hik-
ing cycle starting with an 
off-cycle 40 basis points 
hike in May. From the 
Governor’s message it was 
clear that the MPC was de-
cisive to act swiftly to mi-
nimise the spillover impact 
of “the third major shock” 
of aggressive monetary 
policy tightening of ad-
vanced economy (AE) cen-
tral banks post Covid-19 
and Russia-Ukraine crisis. 
Increase in policy rate was 
needed for a few factors. 

India’s retail inflation 
measured in terms of con-
sumer price index (CPI) re-
mained higher than RBI’s 
upper tolerance band of 
6% for the eighth straight 
month till August 2022. 
Food inflation is expected 
to stay higher due to higher 
cereal prices. Wheat pro-
duction got affected due to 
heat waves in the northern 
part of India earlier this 
year and now lower rice 
production during the 
kharif season will weigh 
on prices. Uneven spatial 
distribution of monsoon 
adversely impacted prices 
of perishable items such as 
tomatoes. Moreover, with 
the service sector getting 
back strong, the pricing 
power is coming back that 
could fuel inflation. None-

theless, lower commodity 
and crude prices will cool 
off inflation a bit. These 
factors will keep inflation 
above MPC’s target of 6% 
for most part of FY23 and 
thus a 50 basis points in-
crease in repo was appro-
priate. 

On the growth front, In-
dia’s economy is resilient. 
Credit growth of SCB’s 
remained robust and in-

creased by 16.2% in the 
earlier fortnight. GST col-
lections remained above 
INR 1.4tn for the sixth 
consecutive month till Au-
gust. Manufacturing PMI 
stayed resilient at 56.2 in 

August with increased ca-
pacity utilization in manu-
facturing. Service sector 
indicators such as rail 
freight traffic, domestic 
air passenger traffic, toll 
collection show strong re-
silience. Moreover, kharif 
sowing being higher by 
about 1.7% of normal sow-
ing; agriculture remains 
resilient. Both consump-
tion and investment de-
mand are showing signs of 
traction. Vehicle sales in-
creased by 20% in August 
and now on a 3-year CAGR 
basis up by 1.7%. The rate 
hiking cycle will not have 
a very significant adverse 
impact on India’s growth 
outlook which allows MPC 
to deliver bigger hikes.

Real repo rate that is 
adjusted for inflation is 

still negative and that will 
dwindle household sav-
ings. Gross household fi-
nancial savings decreased 
to 10.8% in FY22 from 
15.9% in FY21. It is expect-
ed that the MPC will con-

tinue to increase the repo 
rate to take it to neutral 
level to boost savings. 

MPC retained its stance 
of “withdrawal of accom-
modation” despite banking 
system liquidity remaining 
in deficit on some days re-
cently. This is the correct 
approach since the govern-
ment is expected to spend 
higher on capex and sub-
sidies, liquidity will come 
to the banking system and 
RBI will have to mop-up 
excess liquidity to bring it 
to neutral level. Govern-
ment has about INR 3.5tn 
cash balance with RBI. 

Going forward repo rate 
is expected to become the 
operating rate since even-
tually RBI will go in liquid-
ity injection mode. This 
will see market rates mov-

ing higher across tenures. 
RBI is expected to continue 
its forex market interven-
tion to stabilize volatil-
ity in rupee and outflow of 
funds. Forex reserves even 
though decreased but still 
remain favourable com-
pared to the peer econo-
mies which gives RBI the 
room to do forex interven-
tion.   

(Dr. Sudarshan Bhattacha-
rjee is currently the Principal 
Economist of Yubi (CredAv-
enue). He has 15 years of 
professional experience cut-
ting across different domains 
like banks, ratings, regulator, 
think tank, etc. In his previ-
ous role he worked as a Senior 
Economist in ICICI Bank. Dr. 
Bhattacharjee has published 
various research papers in 
national and international 
journals. He holds a PhD 
from University of Mumbai)

A fine balance between 
external headwinds 
and domestic inflation

rbi monetary policy 

opinion
SudarShan Bhattacharjee 

India’s retail inflation measured in terms 
of consumer price index (CPI) remained 
higher than RBI’s upper tolerance band of 
6% for the eighth straight month till August 
2022. Food inflation is expected to stay 
higher due to higher cereal prices. Wheat 
production got affected due to heat waves 
in the northern part of India earlier this 
year and now lower rice production during 
the kharif season will weigh on prices.

In a landmark judgment 
on Thursday, the Supreme 
Court provided enormous 
relief to all women, uphold-
ing their right to medically 
terminate their pregnancy, 
if they so willed. This is in 
sharp contrast to what hap-
pened in the United States, 
a few months ago where 
the Supreme Court of that 
country reversed the Roe 
vs Wade ruling of 1973, 
thereby making abortion il-
legal in several states. This 
ruling was described as re-
gressive by women groups 
there and several protests 
were held in multiple cit-
ies of the country, which 

is looked up to by people 
around the world for free-
dom of individual rights. 
Roe was the legal pseud-
onym of Norma McCorvey, 
a 22-year old mother of two 
children, who wanted to 
medically terminate her 
foetus of the third child, 
which was the result of her 
rape. The Texas court had 
decided in Norma’s favour 
and against the pleadings 
of Wade, who was the At-
torney General. The US 
Supreme Court reversed 
this decision. The Indian 
Apex court while provid-
ing a detailed interpreta-
tion of who all were legally 

eligible for an abortion, also 
included in its decision, 
the right of even single 
women to go in for abor-
tion, if they so wished. The 
Supreme Court also made 
very significant observa-

tions regarding marital 
rape and held that it was 
not legal, thus leaving the 
wider interpretation open 
for the future. This is the 
first time that the high-
est Court of the land, has 

talked about marital rape 
and has stated that any 
pregnancy caused because 
of force or pressure by the 
husband, came under the 
purview of an abortion, if 
it was against the will of the 

wife. The historic judgment 
widely welcomed by wom-
en rights activists seeks to 
tilt the balance in favour 
of pro-choicers as against 
pro-lifers. Many religions 
do not permit abortion 
and it is considered to be a 
sin, if a woman chooses to 
terminate her pregnancy. 
However, there is no ambi-
guity in the Supreme Court 
order which seeks to give 
the women, an option to 
go in for abortion. In case 
of single women, the Court 
has opined that they could 
use their choice till the first 
24 weeks. Importantly, the 
order shall allow women, 

many of them victims, to 
seek medical assistance at 
all authorized hospitals in-
stead of risking their lives 
by going to quacks for the 
termination of pregnancy 
and make this act legally 
valid. This order can also 
be a boon for women in 
live-in relationships where 
their partner may try to 
dump them once they were 
pregnant. Abortion in oth-
er words would no longer 
be a taboo, at least constitu-
tionally and as per the law 
of the land. Many women 
have to bear a child, even 
if it is known that he or she 
was going to be medically 

unfit or may suffer from 
some sort of physical or 
mental disorder following 
his or her birth. The order 
has further vindicated the 
faith of the common man in 
the topmost court and is a 
tribute to the wisdom of the 
Judges. The Order should 
also serve as a warning to 
bully husbands and over-
bearing in-laws who may 
wish to impose their will on 
helpless women for being 
pregnant a multiple-times. 
It is a decision which fa-
vours family planning and 
welfare and needs to be 
universally hailed. 

Pankaj Vohra

Unlike U.S., indian SUpreme coUrt UpholdS Women’S rightS for abortion
The order has further vindicated the faith of the common man 
in the topmost court and is a tribute to the wisdom of the Judges. 
The Order should also serve as a warning to bully husbands 
and overbearing in-laws who may wish to impose their will 
on helpless women for being pregnant a multiple-times. 
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Global 
externalities 
weiGh on Mpc 
decision
The Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) expectedly 
raised the policy rate by 
another 50bps for the third 
consecutive time, with the 
repo rate now at 5.90%. The 
decision had a 5-1 split, with 
one of the members Prof. 
Ashima Goyal voting in fa-
vour of a 35bps hike. The 
supposed stance has been 
kept unchanged at “focus on 
withdrawal of accommoda-
tion”, albeit with consistent 
dissent from Prof Jayanth 
Varma, another member. 
The broad underlying nar-
rative is in line with our ex-
pectations: the world order 
is changing, and outsized 
Fed hikes will lead the syn-
chronized global monetary-
tightening cycle. To that 
extent, global externalities 
and financial conditions 
override domestic dynam-
ics. We had argued that the 
fast-evolving global dynam-
ics and consistent repricing 
of Fed’s massive hikes are 
strong-arming Emerging 
Markets (Ems), indirectly 
pressing their assets to of-
fer higher risk premia to the 
world. India has not been 
spared here, with concerns 
on the external front con-
tinuing to simmer despite 
easing global supply chain 
issues. The instability in-
herent with the classic EM 
central bank trilemma is 
exposed: one cannot have a 
stable currency, unfettered 
capital flows, and indepen-
dent monetary policy all at 
the same time. This painful 
adjustment has also impact-
ed RBI’s reaction function, 
which realised the net cost 
of a supposed soft signalling 
via a shallow hike could be 
higher than the explicit cost 

of a higher 50bps hike. Else, 
the avoidable noise in fi-
nancial asset classes would 
have made the steady state 
equilibrium even more far-
fetched.

inr and external 
debt pressures 
seeM ManaGeable
The Governor noted that 
INR weakness has been or-
derly and in the middle of 
the EM pack. He again as-
serted that INR is market 

determined and pre-de-
termined by RBI, with the 
central bank only interven-
ing to curb excessive vola-
tility and anchor expecta-
tions. He also noted that of 
the near $70bn loss in spot 
forex reserves FYTD23, 
about 67% loss is owing 
to valuation changes from 
surging USD and higher US 
bond yields. This, of course, 
does not include the run 
down on forward position. 
He also added that the um-
brella of adequacy of forex 
reserves continues to be 

strong and external financ-
ing requirements will be 
met comfortably.

 
inflation-Growth 
outlook little 
chanGed
The broad narrative on in-
flation and growth remains 
unchanged. The tone on 
the inflation assessment 
was cautious; the press re-
lease again highlighted the 
risk that sustained high in-
flation could unmoor infla-
tion expectations and lead 
to second round effects in 
the medium term. Even 
with mild easing in input 
cost of production, the in-
flation outlook is fraught 
with considerable uncer-
tainty, given the volatile 
geopolitical situation, glob-
al financial market volatil-
ity and supply disruptions, 
while demand side resil-

ience could also keep core 
inflation high. The inflation 
forecast has been kept un-
changed at 6.7% for FY23. 
On the growth front, the 
sectoral value-add should 
be boosted by broad-based 
gains in agri, industrial 
and services sectors, while 
the demand side could be 
buoyed by rural and urban 
consumption in H2FY23. 
However, net exports could 
be a drag to growth. Keep-
ing that into consideration, 
the RBI cut the growth 
forecast to 7% with bal-

anced risks. 
 

rbi unlikely to Go 
too restrictive
We think the conscious 
front-loading of policy rates 
gives the MPC some breath-
er on shallow hikes ahead. 
With inflation likely to be 
largely in line with RBI’s es-
timates, today’s 50bps hike 
will make the ex-post for-
ward real repo rate positive, 
albeit still lower than the 
RBI’s estimated real neutral 
rate of 0.8-1%. At this point, 
we still think that the RBI 
would not go too restric-
tive and terminal rate could 
hover near the estimated 
neutral real rates, implying 
not more than 50bps hikes 
ahead. 

However, the extent of 
global disruption will re-
main key to the RBI’s reac-
tion function ahead. The 

situation globally is still flu-
id, and macro assessments 
might require frequent ad-
justments from the policy 
perspective. With Banking 
liquidity now closer to defi-
cit levels, and comfortably 
below the threshold of 1.5% 
NDTL (which is seen as in-
flation-pressing), the policy 
focus will now also be on 
to transmission of past rate 
hike actions, in case of some 
calm in global asset classes. 
The system liquidity may 
improve ahead only at the 
margin as government 
spends may be partly offset 
by higher currency in circu-
lation and consistent high 
C/D ratios. This liquidity 
tightening also tantamount 
to another estimated 25bps+ 
of rate hike, implying less 
pressure on conventional 
repo hikes to take place.

Madhvi Arora is the Lead 
Economist with Emkay 
Global. 

For RBI, not much space 
left to be restrictive 

opinion
Madhavi arora 

The broad narrative on inflation and 
growth remains unchanged. The tone on 
the inflation assessment was cautious; 
the press release again highlighted the 
risk that sustained high inflation could 
unmoor inflation expectations and lead to 
second round effects in the medium term. 

reserve Bank of india (rBi) Governor Shaktikanta das addresses a press conference as he 
announces the hike in the repo rate by 50 basis points, in Mumbai on Friday.
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The Kerala High Court while 
taking serious note in the 
case XXX v. Union of India of 
the unaffordability of a life-
saving patented medicine 
for breast cancer, the Court 
directed a competent officer 
of the union health minis-
try and the department of 
pharmaceuticals for filing 
their response on the issue 
within a month.

A direction has been is-
sued by the Court after not-
ing that the matter had to be 
taken up at the higher level.

The bench of Justice V.G. 
Arun observed and has 
warned that if the counter 
is not filed within the stipu-
lated time, the court would 
be constrained to proceed 
with the case based on the 

“uncontroverted averments 
in the writ”. 

During the hearing, the 
counsel appearing on be-
half of the Department for 
Promotion of Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT) and 
the Controller General of 
Patents, Patent Depart-
ment, Standing Counsel T.C. 
Krishna submitted that the 
situation to invoke Sections 
92 and 100 for compulsory 
license of the patented drug 
as sought for in the petition 
and was not prevalent as of 

present.
Further, it was asked by 

the counsel that how far 
the court could interfere 
in this case, since the plea 
had sought that the drug be 
made available at a reason-
able price. Adding to it, he 
questioned that weather the 
Court could suggest what a 

‘reasonable price’ would be to 
the government. 

In response to the question, 
it was clarified by advocate 
Rahul Bajaj that cancer was 
not part of the list of the no-
tifiable diseases list issued by 
the Central Government.

The Amicus Curiae, Advo-
cate Maitreyi Sachidananda 
Hegde submitted that the 
authority to take decision 
under Section 92 or Section 
100 of the Patent Act ought 
to be of the Joint Secretary 
level as the Assistant Pat-
ent Officer could not decide 
whether the issue falls with-
in the government realm or 
not.

It was also argued by the 
Amicus that the legal ques-
tion which has been raised 
could be decided by the 
Court.

Further, it was submitted 
by Amicus that the counter 
Affidavit that had been sub-
mitted by DPIIT and Patent 
Department suffered from 
certain drawbacks for not 

addressing whether reason-
able discretion had indeed 
been exercised in the instant 
case or not.

The Counsel appearing 
for the respondent refused 
while stating that the gov-
ernment has to take the 
decision in this regard, be-
fore the Patent Department 
could go ahead with compul-
sory licensing or any other 
such measure. 

Representing an interve-
nor, Advocate Bajaj pointed 
out that the right to health 
in Indian and International 
spectrum includes within its 
ambit the right to life-saving 
medicines, as well. Hence, it 
was submitted by the coun-
sel that the issue could not 
merely be looked into from 
a policy lens alone, but that 
it is a rights-based issue in 
itself. 

The Court on 16.09.2022., 
had taken a suo motto cog-
nizance of the issue of un-
affordability of patented 
life-saving medicines, in 
light of the death of the pe-
titioner who had espoused 
this cause having not been 
able to afford the Ribociclib 
drug for the treatment of her 
breast cancer.  
Accordingly, the court 

posted the case for the next 
hearing on 2nd November 
2022.

The Supreme Court Collegium has recom-
mended elevation of Justice Prasanna B. 
Varale, Bombay High Court Judge as the 
Chief Justice of Karnataka High Court.

Justice Prasanna B. Varale was born on 
23rd June, 1962 and enrolled as an Advocate 
on 12th August, 1985. He also served as a 
lecturer in Law at Ambedkar Law College, 
Aurangabad from 1990 to 1992 and as the As-
sistant Government Pleader and Additional 
Public Prosecutor, High Court Bench at Au-
rangabad and also as an Additional Standing 
Counsel for Union of India.

On July, 18., he was elevated to the bench at 
Bombay High Court.

The Supreme Court Collegium also recom-
mended to elevate of Orissa High Court Judge, 
Justice Jaswant Singh, as its Chief Justice.

Justice Singh was February 23, 1961 and 
was enrolled as an Advocate in 1986 in Hary-
ana. In April 1988, he moved to Chandigarh 
and held the posts of Assistant Advocate 
General, Deputy Advocate General, Senior 
Deputy Advocate General and Additional 
Advocate General, in the office of Advocate 
General, Haryana, since March 1991.

On December 5, 2007., he was elevated as 
a Judge of Punjab and Haryana High Court 
and on 8th October, 2021., he was trans-

ferred to the Orissa High Court.
The Collegium also J&K High Court’s 

Judge, Justice Ali Mohammad Magrey to take 
charge as the Chief Justice.

Justice Magrey was born on 8th Decem-
ber, 1960 and enrolled as Advocate in the 
year 1984. However, he remained as stand-
ing counsel from 1986 onwards for various 
State instrumentalities and was appointed 
as Additional Advocate General in February, 
2003. In September 2009, he was appointed 
as Senior Additional Advocate General.

On 8th March, 2013., he was appointed as 
Permanent Judge of the Jammu and Kashmir 
High Court.
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Kerala HigH court Directs union 
HealtH Ministry anD DepartMent of 
pHarMaceuticals to file response: 
patents on life saving Drugs

SC Collegium Recommends 
elevation of Justice Prasanna 
B. Varale as Karnataka HC 
Chief Justice; Recommends 
New CJs For Orissa, J&K
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The Supreme Court Collegium has 
recommended transfer of three 
Judges in its meeting held on 28th 
September, 2022 in the following 
manner:

The transfer of Justice Sanjaya 
Kumar Mishra from Uttarakhand 
High Court to Jharkhand High 
Court

Justice Mishra was born on De-
cember 29, 1961 and has obtained 
his LL.B. degree in 1987 and in Feb-
ruary 1999 joined as Additional Dis-
trict & Sessions Judge. However, he 
worked as District & Sessions Judge, 
Sundergarh, Dhenkanal, Special 
Judge (CBI), Bhubaneswar and has 
joined as Registrar General of Oris-
sa High Court.

On October 7, 2009., he was el-
evated as Judge of the Orissa High 
Court and was transferred to the 
Uttarakhand High Court on Octo-
ber 11, 2021. Between December 24, 
2021 and June 28, 2022, he served 

as the Acting Chief Justice of Uttara-
khand High Court.

The transfer of Justice K. Vinod 
Chandran from the Kerala High 
Court to Bombay High Court

Justice K. Vinod Chandran was 
born on April 25, 1963 and has 
started his law practice in 1991. Also, 
he served as a Special Government 
Pleader (Taxes) of the Government 

of Kerala from 2007 to 2011. In 
November 2011, he was sworn-in 
as Additional Judge of Kerala High 
Court and was appointed as a Per-
manent Judge with effect from June 
24, 2013.

The transfer of Justice Aparesh 
Kumar Singh from Jharkhand High 
Court to Tripura High Court

Justice Singh was born on 7th 

July, 1965 and got enrolled as an 
advocate at Patna in 1990. On 24th 
January, 2012., he was elevated as 
an Additional Judge of Jharkhand 
High Court and was confirmed as 
permanent Judge on 16th January, 
2014. Presently, he is holding an ad-
ditional charge as Executive Chair-
man of Jharkhand State Legal Ser-
vices Authority.

Supreme Court Collegium Recommends 
Transfer Of 3 Judges To Bombay, Jharkhand & 
Tripura High Courts
TDG NeTwork

The Allahabad High 
Court in the case State 
of U.P. v. Vakil S/O 

Babu Khan observed and 
has held that it is not man-
datory for the High Court 
to summon the lower court 
record in every case before 
deciding the State Govern-
ment’s application for grant 
of leave to appeal against an 
acquittal order as provided 
under Section 378(3) Cr.P.C. 

It stated that section 378 
Cr.P.C. provides for filing of 
appeal in case of acquittal by 
the State and sub-section 3 of 
Section 378 Cr.P.C. contem-
plates for grant of leave for 
the entertainment of such 

appeals filled.
The bench comprising 

of Justice Ashwani Kumar 
Mishra and Justice Shiv 
Shanker Prasad observed 
and has stated that it is for 
the High Court to decide on 
the basis of the facts and cir-
cumstances of each case that 
whether the application filled 
for grant of leave requires the 
perusal of the lower court re-
cords or not.

However, the court was of 
the view that though the right 
of the appellate court to sum-
mon the lower court record in 
an appropriate matter always 
subsists and it is not neces-
sary for the High Court to call 
for the lower court records 
for consideration of an appli-
cation under Section 378(3) 

Cr.P.C., in every case or as a 
matter of routine.

The Court also referred to 
the Apex Court’s ruling in the 
case of State of Maharastra 
Vs. Sujay Mangesh Poyarekar 
(2008) 9 SCC 475, wherein it 
was observed that the High 
Court while exercising the 
power to grant or refuse leave 
must apply its mind and con-
sidering where a prima facie 
case has been made out or 
arguable points have been 
raised and not whether the 
order of an acquittal would 
or would not be set aside.

It was observed that the 
court also took into account 
sub-section 2 of Section 384 
Cr.P.C. which provides that 
before dismissing an appeal, 
summarily, the Court may 

call up for the record of the 
case. Thus, the court noted 
that non-summoning of the 
lower court records in an 
appeal against conviction is 
not fatal and that the use of 
the expression ‘may’ in sub-
section (2) clearly suggests 
that the power to summon 
the record is only an enabling 
provision and as shall it is not 
to be read.

Further, the court stressed 
that every appeal is not re-
quired to be admitted inas-
much as leave must not nec-
essarily be granted in every 
matter and the exercise of 
power in that regard is de-
pendent before the Court 
upon a prima facie assess-
ment of the material placed 
so as to ascertain whether 

the appeal raises arguable 
points or not.

Subsequently, the Court 
came to the conclusion that 
it is not mandatory for the 
High Court to summon the 
lower court record in every 
case before deciding the ap-
plication for grant of leave 
under Section 378(3) Cr.P.C.

It was added by the court 
that the right of the appel-
late court to summon the 
lower court record in an 
appropriate matter always 
subsists and It is for the 
High Court to decide on the 
basis of the facts and cir-
cumstances of each case that 
whether the application for 
grant of leave requires the 
perusal of the lower court 
records or not.

in court

Allahabad high court: Not mandatory 
to summon lower court record before 
deciding state’s plea for grant of leave u/s 
378(3) CRPC
TDG NeTwork

The Supreme Court Col-
legium has recommended 

the transfer of Justice Pankaj 
Mithal, Chief Justice of the 
High Court of J&K & Ladakh 
as the Chief Justice of the Ra-

jasthan High Court. 
On January 1, 2021., Justice 
Mithal took the oath as the 
CJ of J&K&L High Court. The 

parent High Court of him 
is Allahabad High Court. 
Also, the Collegium has 
recommended the transfer 

of Orissa High Court Chief 
Justice Dr.S Muralidhar as 
the Chief Justice of the Ma-
dras High Court.

in court

supreMe court collegiuM recoMMenDeD transfer of 
J&K Hc cJ Justice panKaJ MitHal as raJastHan HigH 
court cHief Justice
TDG NeTwork



policy & politicsthe daily guardian review
saturday |  01  october 2022

new delhi 9

Union Minister of En-
vironment, Forest 
& Climate Change, 

Bhupender Yadav, con-
ducted a detailed review on 
30.09.2022 on measures and 
actions planned towards 
abatement of air pollution 
by all stakeholders con-
cerned in the National Capi-
tal Region and adjoining ar-
eas, in the wake of poor air 
quality conditions generally 
prevailing during the period 
between October – January 
each year, 

Union Minister impressed 
upon key sectors that con-
tribute to air pollution and 
are critical in the ensuing 
3-4 months period. He em-
phasized that source of air 
pollution such as paddy 
stubble burning, open bio-
mass / municipal solid waste 
burning, industrial emis-
sions and particulate matter 
/ dust emissions from con-
struction / demolition activ-
ities and roads / open areas 

were directed to be focussed 
for concerted preventive and 
mitigative actions. 

Union Minister directed 
for timely and effective 
implementation of various 
components of the detailed 
plan of actions, developed by 
the NCR States and Punjab, 
pursuant to CAQM Frame-
work / Directions on man-
agement of paddy stubble 
burning. Secretary, Minis-
try of Environment, Forest 
& Climate Change called 
upon Punjab to expand the 
coverage of area under Bio-
Decomposer through pro-
active action by the State 
Government specially since 
a very marginal increase 
had been proposed in the 
coverage of area under Bio-
Decomposer i.e. form 7500 
acres in 2021 to merely 
8000 acres in 2022. 

Chairman, CAQM also 
emphasized the need of time 
bound implementation of 
the action plan particularly 
by the State of Punjab. Op-
timal utilisation of available 
crop residue management 

machinery with the states 
was identified as a key factor 
towards effective manage-
ment of stubble. Extensive 
use of technology and mo-
bile applications for map-
ping the demand and sup-
ply of such CRM machinery 
through the CHCs and co-
operatives was emphasised 
upon during the meeting. 
It was also stressed upon 
enhancing the net of PUSA 
bio-decomposer applica-
tion for in-situ management 
of the stubble. Towards 
ex-situ utilisation of paddy 
straw various options are 
now being progressed with 
including biomass power 
generation, bio-ethanol pro-
duction, CBG production, 
co-firing in thermal power 
plants, fuel for industrial 
boilers and other misc. ap-
plications, composting, 
cattle fodder and misc. 
commercial applications in 
furnishing materials and 
packaging etc. Progress on 
co-firing of biomass in ther-
mal power plants has not 
been up to the desired levels 

and the Minister called for 
immediate corrective mea-

sures by Thermal Power 
Plants to substantially en-

hance co-firing. The Minis-
ter asked CAQM to utilize 
his statutory powers to take 
action against the defaulting 
the Power plants and also 
any other defaulting enti-
ties. 

Union Minister expressed 
his concern and dis-satisfac-
tion with the preparedness 
of Punjab in taking con-
crete action on the ground 
towards Air Quality Man-
agement while pointing out 
that the State Government 
had not planned adequately 
for management of almost 
5.75 million tons of stubble 
which is a huge gap and was 
likely to have an adverse 
impact on the air quality in 
Delhi and NCR region.

The Minister exhorted 
the need to switch over to 
clean fuels for industrial ap-
plications and directed for 
a quick transition to clean 
fuels as per the approved 
standard fuel list for NCR as 
directed for by the CAQM. 
Controlling heavy pollution 
from a large number of die-
sel generator sets operating 

in NCR was also identified 
as key action area and the 
Minister emphasised on 
strict implementation of re-
strictions on use of DG Sets 
and emission control mea-
sures in this context.  

The review highlighted 
the need for effective dust 
control measures in various 
anthropogenic activities, 
construction / demolition 
activities, roads and open 
areas. Effective utilisa-
tion and augmentation of 
mechanised road cleaning 
equipment, water sprin-
klers and anti-smog guns 
by NCR State Governments 
/ GNCTD was also empha-
sized during the meeting.

Considering the critical-
ity of air pollution related 
mattes including the weath-
er conditions around Diwali 
festival, the Minister di-
rected for special and timely 
measures to control the air 
pollution levels. 

As air pollution in the re-
gion is a multi-dimensional 
and multi-sectoral phenom-
enon, spreading across geo-

graphical boundaries, the 
Minister reiterated the need 
for collective and concerted 
efforts of all the stakeholder 
agencies, departments in 
the State Govts. and public 
at large towards abatement 
of air pollution in the region 
and to this effect directed 
that all directions, orders 
and guidelines of the CAQM 
/ CPCB/ State Pollution 
Control Boards be imple-
mented in right earnest and 
critically monitored / re-
viewed periodically by the 
authorities concerned.  

Senior officials from the 
Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change 
including Secretary, Chair-
man,  Commission for 
Air Quality Management 
(CAQM), Secretary in-
charge in the State Govts. of 
Punjab, Haryana, UP and 
GNCT of Delhi, Chairman, 
Central Pollution Control 
Board, NCR State Pollution 
Control Boards, DPCC and 
other major stakeholders 
participated in the review 
meet. 

Strict Action against defaulters: Union 
Environment Minister Bhupendra Yadav 

cLIMATE & LAW

•   Chairman, Commission for Air Quality Management 
(CAQM) to invoke statutory powers to take strict ac-
tion against defaulters; Union Minister Yadav 

•  States directed to closely monitor and implement Ac-
tion Plan submitted to CAQM

TDG NeTwork

Bhupendra Yadav 

The Ministry of Railways 
will be releasing its new All 
India Railway Time Table 
known as “TRAINS AT 
A GLANCE (TAG)” effec-
tive from 1st October, 2022. 
The new Trains at a Glance 
will also be available w.e.f. 
1st October, 2022 on Indian 
Railways’ official website 
i.e. www.indianrailways.
gov.in. 

HiGHliGHTs of THe 
New Time Table are 
as follows:
I. Indian Railways runs 
about 3,240 Mail/Express 
trains which include Vande 
Bharat Express, Gatimaan 
Express, Rajdhani Express, 
Shatabdi Express, Humsaa-
far Express, Tejas Express, 
Duronto Express, Antyo-
daya Express, Garib Rath 
Express, Sampark Kranti 
Express, Yuva Express, 
Uday Express, Janshatabdi 
Express and other types of 
trains. In addition, about 
3,000 Passenger trains 
and 5,660 suburban trains 
are also operated over the 
Indian Railways network. 
The volume of passengers 
carried daily is about 2.23 
Crore. 
II. To clear extra rush and 
meet passenger demand, 
more than 65,000 Special 
train trips were operated 
during 2021-22. About 566 
coaches were permanently 
augmented to increase the 
carrying capacity.
III. Maximize the utilization 
of rolling stock:
i. During review of the lie 
over of rakes it was ob-
served that the rakes can be 
better utilized for extending 
the existing services or in-
creasing the frequency. This 
would maximize the utiliza-
tion of the rolling stock and 
provide better connectivity 
to the travelling passengers.
ii.During the year 2021-22, 
106 new services were in-
troduced, 212 services were 
extended and frequency of 

24 services was increased. 
IV. Proliferation of Premi-
um Trains:
i. At present, Vande Bharat 
Express trains are operating 
between New Delhi – Vara-
nasi and New Delhi – Shri 
Mata Vaishno Devi Katra. 
One more Vande Bharat 
Express train has been in-
troduced between Gandhi-
nagar Capital and Mumbai 
Central w.e.f. 30.09.2022. 
It has been proposed to in-
troduce more Vande Bharat 
Express trains over the In-
dian Railways network. 
ii. Tejas Express services 
offering onboard services 
like entertainment, local 
cuisine, wifi etc. are also be-
ing proliferated over Indian 
Railway network. At pres-
ent, 7 pairs of Tejas Express 
services are operational 
over Indian Railways.
V. Provision of Corridor 
Blocks in the working Time-
Table of the divisions:

To provide sufficient time 
for the maintenance of the 
fixed infrastructure like 
track structure, signaling 
gears, overhead equip-
ments, it has been planned 
to ensure provision of fixed 
corridor blocks. The du-
ration of these corridors 
blocks will be from 3 hours 
in each section. This will not 
only improve the reliabil-
ity of the assets but also en-
hance the passenger safety. 
X. Conversion of Rakes ICF 
to LHB:
The conversion of Mail/Ex-
press trains operating with 
ICF design rakes is being 
undertaken to improve pas-
senger safety and provide 
faster transit with better 
riding comfort. Indian Rail-
ways converted 187 Rakes of 
ICF to LHB for the period of 
2021-2022.
VII.  Efforts to improve punc-
tuality of late running trains:

Necessary changes in the 
time table have been incor-
porated to improve punctu-
ality. Due to concerted efforts 
the punctuality of Mail/Ex-
press trains has improved by 
about 9% as compared to the 

punctuality during pre Covid 
(2019-20). 
VIII. Standardization of 
rakes: 
The rakes at different main-
tenance depots have been 
standardized by integration 
of the rake links to improve 
flexibility in operations and 
thereby help in improving 
punctuality. 
IX. Replacement of conven-
tional Passenger trains with 
MEMU/DEMU: 
In the year 2021-22, 60 num-

ber of conventional passen-
ger services have been re-
placed by MEMUs thereby 
increasing the overall mo-
bility of the system. 
X. Availability of Trains at a 
Glance as “e-Book”:
As a part of digitalization 
of train Time Table, Trains 
at a Glance (TAG) will now 
also be available as ‘e-Book’ 
which can be downloaded 
from IRCTC website (www.
irctc.co.in & www.irctctour-
ism.com).

Indian Railways to release 
its new All India Railway 
time table 

TRANSPORT

•  The railway time table would be known as “Trains At 
A Glance (TAG)” w.e.f. 1st October, 2022

•  It will be available on Indian Railways’ official website 
i.e. www.indianrailways.gov.in

•  As a part of digitalization of train Time Table, Trains 
at a Glance (TAG) to be available as ‘e-Book’ which can 
be downloaded from IRCTC website
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Ashwini Vaishnav 

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh exhorted the Indian 
defence Industry to make 
new investments and lay 
more emphasis on research 
& development to scale new 
heights. He was addressing 
the 117th Annual session 
of PHD Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (PHD-CCI 
) held in New Delhi on Sep-
tember 30th, 2022. “Make 
new investments, put more 
emphasis on research & de-
velopment, and harness its 
full potential to take the In-
dian defence industry to new 
heights. This effort of yours 
will be very important not 
only for the defence indus-
try, but also for the overall 
growth of the entire country,’ 
he said.

Raksha Mantri added that 
the Indian defence sector 
offers immense potential 
and the companies even 
from abroad see opportuni-
ties. PHD-CCI being one of 
the oldest industry associa-
tions having many national 
and international members 
could act as ambassador of 
the Indian defence industry. 
“Your roots are spread far 
and wide in the country and 
abroad. You can fulfil your 
role by communicating with 
all the domestic and foreign 
companies, connecting them 
with the Indian defence in-
dustry and acting as a bridge 
between these two,” he said

Appreciating the PHD-CCI 
for scheduling a dedicated 
session on ‘Make in India: A 
success story of India’s De-
fence Indigenization’ Rak-
sha Mantri said that this is 
equally related to the nation-
al security, and the economic 
progress of the country. Na-
tional security is one of the 
most important components 
in the progress of a nation. 
The social, economic and 
cultural upliftment of the na-
tion are not possible without 

security.. India had paid the 
price in past for neglecting 
national security. Even after 
independence not enough 
attention was given to make 
defence sector strong and 
self-reliant, he lamented.

Striking an optimistic 
note, Raksha Mantri said 
that Indian defence indus-
try is progressing steadily  
in partnership with private 
sector.”There was either no 
way for the private sector in 
the past  to enter the defence 
sector, and even if there was 
some scope, the industry 
was not ready to set foot 
in the defence sector due 
to various reasons”. These 
reasons were lack of politi-
cal will, appropriate policy to 
incentivize their entry, high 
investment and long gesta-
tion period.  

Raksha Mantri noted 
that the government has 
removed these bottlenecks 
and played the role of an in-
cubator, catalyst, consumer 
and facilitator in the case 
of private industry. Several 
steps have been taken by the 
Ministry of Defence, under 
the ‘Make in India’ and ‘Self-
reliant India’ initiatives of the 
Government, to change the 
old traditions, and to create 
a manufacturing climate, in 
which the public and private 
sectors could participate.

Elaborating upon the 
far-reaching reforms un-
dertaken by the MOD to 
bolster the private sector 
participation in defence sec-
tor, Raksha Mantri said that 
Government labs opened to 
the private industry, trans-
ferred technology at zero 
fee, provided access to test 
facilities, and upfront fund-
ing through DRDO was pro-
visioned.

The Ministry of Defence 
has issued 3 positive indi-
genization lists of 309 items  
which will be procured 
from domestic vendors as 
per norms. Three lists have 

also been issued by Defence 
Public Sector Undertakings 
(DPSU), in which more than 
3700 are Line Replacement 
Units, Sub-systems and oth-
er Components. In addition, 
an iDEX initiative has been 
launched to encourage in-
novators and start-ups.  The 
policy decision has been 
taken to increase the limit 
of FDI to 74% by the auto-
matic route, and to 100% 
by the government route in 
special cases. Government 
has taken several steps like 
introduction of defence in-
dustrial corridors-- two In-
dustrial corridors have been 
set up each in Uttar Pradesh 
and Tamil Nadu, corporati-
zation of OFB which creates 
win-win situation for armed 
forces, industry, start-ups 
and innovators, said Raksha 
Mantri.

He further said : “The 
magnitude of all these ef-
forts is beginning to come 
before us. Today we are not 
only producing to meet our 
own defence needs, but also 
fulfilling the defence needs 
of many other countries 
under ‘Make for the World’. 

It is a matter of great hap-
piness that defence exports 
have increased manifold 
from what we used to have, 
and have reached Rs 13,000 
crores last year. We used to 
be counted as one of the big-
gest arms importers in the 
world until now. But today 
we are one of the top 25 arms 
exporting countries of the 
world. We have targeted a 
turnover of Rs 1.75 lakh crore 
in defence manufacturing, 
including Rs 35,000 crore 
from exports in aerospace, 
and defence goods and ser-
vices by 2025.”

PHD-CCI is one of the old-
est chambers in the country. 
Since its establishment in 
1905, it has been proactive 
National Apex Chamber 
working at the grass-root 
level and with strong na-
tional and international 
linkages. The Chamber acts 
as a catalyst in the promotion 
of industry, trade and entre-
preneurship. PHD Chamber, 
through its research-based 
policy advocacy role, posi-
tively impacts the economic 
growth and development of 
the nation.

Rajnath Singh Urges Industry 
cooperation to take Indian 
defence sector to new heights

DEFENcE

TDG NeTwork

Rajnath Singh

Government Steps to Improve Defence Industry 
manufacturing eco system are showing results: RM
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public attention

China wary of 
Italy’s new leader 
Giorgia Meloni
TDG NETWORK
Rome 

The victory of Giorgia Melo-
ni in the Italian general elec-
tion has drawn widespread 
public attention, owing to 
questions about the new Ital-
ian government’s position on 
China.

Merely a few days have 
passed since the high-drama 
Italian elections resulted in 
the win of Giorgia Meloni’s 
Brothers of Italy party and 
its right-wing coalition. Mel-
oni, 45, in all likelihood, will 
be Italy’s first female Prime 
Minister breaking the glass 

barrier. Notably, Meloni 
made some harsh remarks 
against China during the 
election.

In an opinion piece pub-
lished in the Chinese state 
media outlet on Tuesday, 
Global Times (GT) said, “it 
is our sincere hope that the 
new Italian government 
will stick to a pragmatic ap-
proach to normal economic 
and trade cooperation with 
China.”

The state media outlet said 
Italy should have a foreign 
policy that serves its inter-
ests and Europe’s interests, 
“rather than following the 
American baton.”

The UN Security Coun-
cil is set to vote Friday 
on a resolution that 

would seek to condemn Rus-
sia for its referenda in four 
regions under Russian con-
trol but claimed by Ukraine, 
media reports said.

The US-sponsored resolu-
tion would call on all coun-
tries not to recognise the 
change in the status of the 
four regions, CNN reported. 
The resolution, which is also 
backed by Albania, would 
reaffirm the UN commit-
ment to Ukraine’s sover-
eignty and territorial integ-
rity. This comes after the 
Kremlin announced that a 
ceremony to formally launch 

a process to annex the re-
gions of Donetsk, Luhansk, 
Kherson and Zaporizhzhia. 
The development follows 
recent referendums where 
residents of these regions 
took part in a voting process.

After Kremlin said the 
annexation of four parts 
of Ukraine would be an-
nounced on Friday, UN 
Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said any annexa-
tion of a state’s territory by 

another state resulting from 
a “threat or use of force” is a 
violation of the UN charter 
and international law.

“In this moment of peril, I 
must underscore my duty as 
Secretary-General to uphold 
the @UNCharter. The char-
ter is clear. Any annexation 
of a state’s territory by an-
other state resulting from 
the threat or use of force is a 
violation of the Principles of 
the Charter & international 
law,” Guterres tweeted.

On Thursday, US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken ac-
cused Russia of the annexa-
tion of Ukrainian territories 
and called it illegal under 
international laws, media re-
ports said. Describing Rus-
sia’s move as an act of ‘land 
grab’, the top US diplomat 

said that the US will never 
recognise the annexation by 
Moscow.

“The Kremlin’s sham ref-
erenda are a futile effort to 
mask what amounts to a fur-
ther attempt at a land grab in 
Ukraine,” Blinken said in a 
statement.

Earlier, Kremlin said that 
Russia will hold a signing 
ceremony on Friday to in-
corporate the annexed four 
occupied regions of Ukraine.

“Tomorrow in the Geor-
gian Hall of the Grand 
Kremlin Palace at 15:00 
[1200 GMT] a signing cer-
emony will take place on the 
incorporation of the new ter-
ritories into Russia,” Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said on Thursday. 

territorial integrity

unSc to vote on reSolution on 
ruSSia’S referendumS in ukraine
TDG NETWORK
New YoRk  

UNSC is set to vote on a resolution that would seek to condemn 
Russia for its referenda in four regions under Russian control.

A United Nations body re-
sponsible for shaping global 
internet development - the 
International Telecommu-
nication Union (ITU) - voted 
to appoint Doreen Bogdan-
Martin, the US-backed can-
didate, as the group’s secre-
tary general.

The win of Bogdan-Martin 
over chief rival Rashid Is-
mailov on Thursday is sig-
nificant in the backdrop of 
wider US-Russia tensions 
over the Ukraine war and 
fears of growing censor-
ship online by authoritar-
ian regimes, reported CNN. 

Bogdan-Martin, a nearly 30-
year veteran of the ITU born 
in New Jersey, beat Ismailov 
by winning 139 votes out of 
172. Ismailov won just 25 
votes. Bogdan-Martin will be 
the first woman ever to lead 
the ITU.

“Humbled & honoured to 
be elected @ITU Secretary-
General & grateful for the 
trust & confidence Mem-
ber States placed in me,” 
Bogdan-Martin tweeted on 
Thursday.

“Ready to lead an ITU 
that will inspire, include & 
innovate, so that everyone, 
everywhere can harness the 
power of #digital to trans-
form their lives,” she added.

growing cenSorShip

UN body votes in 
US-backed candidate 
to control future of 
global internet
TDG NETWORK
washiNgtoN  

In order to checkmate the 
Chinese influence in the Pa-
cific Islands, America and 
Pacific leaders and represen-
tatives from 14 Pacific Island 
states issued a joint declara-
tion resolving to strengthen 
their partnership.

In the historic two-day 
summit, the United States 
and Pacific leaders reached 
an 11-point Declaration on 
US-Pacific Partnership, 
declaring that they shared 
a vision for a region where 
“democracy will be able to 
flourish.” “We share a vision 
for a resilient Pacific region 
of peace, harmony, security, 
social inclusion, and pros-
perity, where individuals 

can reach their potential, 
the environment can thrive, 
and democracy will be able 
to flourish,” read the decla-
ration on US-Pacific Partner-
ship. Washington’s plan to 
deepen diplomatic engage-
ment with the Pacific comes 
as concerns grow about Chi-
na’s expanding influence in 
the region.

Earlier, the Solomon Is-
lands had indicated it would 
not sign a joint declaration 
during the high-profile 
gathering, just five months 
after it signed a security 
agreement with China. The 
President addressed the vis-
iting leaders from a dozen 
Pacific Island countries in 
Washington on Thursday in 
the first-ever summit held to 
make the Indo-Pacific region 

safe and keep these island 
nations away from the in-
creasing influence of China, 
which in the past few years 
has made extraordinary out-
reach efforts in the region.

“Today, security in the 
Pacific and for the Pacific 
Islanders remains as critical 
as ever to us and I hope to 
you as well. The security of 
America, quite frankly, and 
the world depends on your 
security and the security of 
the Pacific Islands. And I re-
ally mean that,” Biden said.

The summit was attended 
by heads of state from Fiji, 
Solomon Island, Micronesia, 
Papua New Guinea, Tuvalu, 
Marshall Island, Palau, Sa-
moa, Tonga, Polynesia, New 
Caledonia and the Cook Is-
lands.

Strengthening partnerShip

US, Pacific Island leaders 
reach deal with eye on China
TDG NETWORK
washiNgtoN  

economic criSiS

pakiStan urgeS imf to eaSe harSh 
termS on power tariffS, fuel taxeS
TDG NETWORK
islamabad  

Amid a worsening economic 
crisis due to floods, high infla-
tion and depreciating curren-
cy, Pakistan on Friday urged 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) to ease harsh 
terms which require Islam-
abad to increase power tariffs 
and fuel taxes over next six 
months.

The reminder was given 
by Finance Minister Mu-
hammad Ishaq Dar during 
a virtual meeting with IMF 
Mission Chief Nathan Porter, 
reported The Express Tri-
bune. During the first interac-
tion, Porter asked the finance 
minister about the specifics 
of any proposal to seek debt 

rescheduling from the Paris 
Club to whom Pakistan owes 
USD 9.7 billion.

Sources said that the IMF 
mission chief did not give any 
commitment but said that the 
IMF was looking into the 
Pakistani request. Nathan 
Porter also asked about the 
specifics of Pakistan’s deci-
sion to seek debt rescheduling 
from the Paris Club, reported 
The Express Tribune.

The finance minister in-
formed him that the govern-
ment was working on the 
modalities and that any final 
decision would be taken in 
consultation with the IMF.

Pakistan owes USD 9.7 
billion to the Paris Club, in-
cluding USD 8 billion to five 
countries - Japan, Germany, 

France, the United States and 
South Korea. Out of this, USD 
1.1 billion is maturing this 
year.

“The finance minister fur-
ther reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s commitment to under-
take the reforms envisaged 
under the programme,” said 
the statement.

“The finance minister re-
called the meeting of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif with 
the IMF managing director 
during his visit to the US in 
which the IMF MD vowed 
to support Pakistan in this 
difficult situation caused by 
the flash floods and recon-
sider the programme condi-
tions,” said a statement issued 
by the finance ministry after 
the brief virtual meeting.

all-out aSSault

‘china haS key role in uS’ drug problem’

Fentanyl, a nameless killer 
touted as the deadliest drug 
threat facing the United 
States, is waging an all-out 
assault on the most power-
ful country in the world.

Fentanyl is a synthetic 
opioid that is 50 times more 
potent than heroin. Just two 
milligrams of fentanyl, or 
the amount that could fit 
on the tip of a pencil, is con-
sidered a potentially lethal 
dose, according to the US 
government. “In 2021, a re-
cord number of Americans 
- 107,622 - died from a drug 
poisoning or overdose. Sixty-
six per cent of those deaths 
can be attributed to synthetic 
opioids such as fentanyl,” the 
US Justice Department said 
this week.

On Tuesday, the US gov-

ernment announced the re-
sults of an enforcement oper-
ation that spanned from May 
to September and resulted in 
significant fentanyl seizures 
across the United States.

As part of the One Pill Can 
Kill initiative, the DEA and 
its law enforcement part-
ners seized more than 10.2 
million fentanyl pills and 
approximately 980 pounds 
of fentanyl powder during 
the period of May 23 through 
Sept. 8, 2022.

The US Justice Department 
said the amount of fentanyl 
taken off the streets during 
this surge is equivalent to 
more than 36 million lethal 
doses removed from the il-
legal drug supply.

In an editorial, a Toronto-
based think tank highlighted 
China’s role in the trade of 
synthetic drugs, which has 
led to concerns about pos-

sible involvement in the US 
opioid problem.

“The production of ille-
gal fentanyl, the majority 
of which was destined for 
the American drug market, 
was outlawed in China three 
years ago as a result of a vig-
orous diplomatic campaign 
by the United States. Since 
then, most of the illicit fen-
tanyl production has moved 
from China to Mexico, where 
it is produced on an indus-
trial scale utilising chemi-
cals imported from China 
as precursors,” the Interna-
tional Forum For Rights And 
Security (IFFRAS) said.

The IFFRAS said the sale 
of precursor chemicals and 
the illicit funds obtained 
from it has supported Chi-
na’s economy at a time when 
it has struggled to recover 
from the global financial cri-
sis. However, it is unlikely 

that the opioid crisis is a part 
of some large-scale Chinese 
hybrid campaign against the 
United States.

The think tank argues that 
the opioid problem has also 
turned into a political nego-
tiating chip for the Chinese 
government as tempers are 
once again rising over the 
Taiwan Strait.

“In protest of US congres-
sional travels to Taiwan last 
month, China froze all coun-
terdrug cooperation with the 
US, saying the consequences 
of undermining bilateral ties 
and hurting China-US coun-
ternarcotics cooperation 
should be entirely borne by 
the U.S. side,” the Canadian 
think tank said.

It states that China does 
not have many reasons to 
contribute to stopping the 
flow of pharmaceuticals to 
the US. 

TDG NETWORK
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top of the day

pakiStan 
railwayS grind 
to a halt amid 
fuel criSiS
lahore: the worsening 
fuel crisis in Pakistan has 
resulted in the disruption 
of Pakistan Railways (PR) 
services with trains gradu-
ally coming to a standstill.
as per PR there are 
several reasons for the 
stoppage of train services 
across Pakistan, includ-
ing lack of revenue, as the 
state entity continues to 
take another beating in 
terms of finances in the 
wake of floods, reported 
the express tribune. 
several stations have 
fallen short of the required 
fuel for the engines to run. 
to stave off the problem 
PR is taking diesel from 
private firms; meanwhile, 
the sources said that the 
fuel crisis is chronic due to 
meagre revenue.

earthquake 
of magnitude 
5.2 StrikeS 
myanmar
Naypyidaw: an earth-
quake of magnitude 5.2 
jolted myanmar on Friday, 
according to the National 
Centre for seismology.
the quake hit around 
03:52:37 (ist) at a depth 
of 140km. according to the 
data by National Centre 
for seismology, the quake 
struck about 162km Nw of 
burma, myanmar.
the epicentre was moni-
tored at 23.09 degrees 
north latitude and 95.01 
degrees east longitude.

margrethe ii 
StripS four 
grandchildren 
of royal titleS
Copenhagen: danish 
Queen margrethe ii 
stripped four of her eight 
grandchildren of their 
royal titles.
the 82-year-old monarch 
announced on thursday 
that the children of her 
younger son, Prince 
Joachim, will no longer 
be known as prince and 
princess from next year. 
with her decision, the 
Queen wishes to create 
the framework for the four 
grandchildren to be able 
to shape their own lives 
to a much greater extent 
without being limited by 
the special considerations 
and duties that a formal 
affiliation with the Royal 
house of denmark as an 
institution involves, read 
the Royal house of den-
mark press release.

taliban open 
fire aS women 
proteSt over 
mahSa amini’S 
death
kabul: the taliban 
unveiled their suppres-
sive face once again and 
dispersed the women 
demonstrators by firing 
in the air. the women’s 
rights activists were 
protesting in front of the 
iranian embassy in kabul 
over mahsa amini’s death.
as per khaama Press, the 
women protestors chant-
ed “women, life, Freedom” 
and the slogans “iran rose, 
now it is our turn,” howev-
er, the demonstration was 
suppressed by the taliban 
forces, shooting aeri-
ally. this comes after the 
islamic emirate’s deputy 
spokesman, bilal karimi, 
said that the acting gov-
ernment is committed to 
women’s rights, based on 
islamic values.

human caSualtieS

19 dead in blast at educational centre in Kabul
TDG NETWORK
kabul  

At least 19 people have been 
killed and dozens of others in-
jured in Afghanistan’s Kabul 
after a blast at an education 
centre on Friday morning.

Kabul Police spokesperson 
Khalid Zadran told CNN that 
the explosion occurred at the 
Kaaj education centre at 7:30 
am local time. “Unfortunate-
ly, the explosion has caused 
human casualties. Security 
forces have reached the area 
and we will share the type of 
the explosion and casualty 
figures later,” said Zadran.

In a Twitter post, NGO 
Afghan Peace Watch said a 

suicide bomber detonated 
himself among students, tar-
geting Kaj educational centre 
in a Hazara neighbourhood.

This explosion comes a 
few days after a blast was 

reported near the Wazir 
Akbar Khan area of Kabul 
that sparked a global outcry. 
The recent blast outside the 
Russian Embassy in Kabul 
was also condemned in the 

strongest terms. This series 
of blasts come as the Taliban 
completed one year of its rule 
in Afghanistan following 
the ouster of the US-backed 
civilian government last 

year. Rights groups said the 
Taliban had broken multiple 
pledges to respect human and 
women’s rights.

After capturing Kabul in 
August last year, the Islamic 
authorities imposed severe 
restrictions on women’s and 
girls’ rights, suppressed the 
media, and arbitrarily de-
tained, tortured, and sum-
marily executed critics and 
perceived opponents.

Rights groups say that the 
Taliban’s human rights abus-
es have brought widespread 
condemnation and imper-
illed international efforts to 
address the country’s dire 
humanitarian situation.

At least 19 people have been killed in Afghanistan’s Kabul after a blast at an education centre 
on Friday.

US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken on Thursday ac-
cused Russia of the annexa-
tion of Ukrainian territories 
and called it illegal under 
international laws, media 
reports said.
Describing Russia’s move as 

an act of ‘land grab’, Blinken 
said that the US will never 
recognise the annexation 
by Moscow. “The Kremlin’s 
sham referenda are a futile 
effort to mask what amounts 
to a further attempt at a land 
grab in Ukraine,” Blinken 
said in a statement, Al 
Jazeera reported.
After Kremlin said that the 

annexation of four parts 
of Ukraine would be an-
nounced on Friday, the UN 
Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said that any an-
nexation of a state’s territory 
by another state resulting 
from a “threat or use of force” 
is a violation of the UN Char-
ter and international law.
In a tweet, Guterres wrote, 

“In this moment of peril, I 
must underscore my duty as 
Secretary-General to uphold 
the @UNCharter. The Char-
ter is clear. Any annexation 
of a State’s territory by an-
other State resulting from 
the threat or use of force is a 
violation of the Principles of 
the Charter & int’l law.”
This comes after Russian 

President Vladimir Putin’s 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said that Russia will hold a 
signing ceremony on Friday 

to incorporate the annexed 
four occupied regions of 
Ukraine.
“Tomorrow in the Georgian 

Hall of the Grand Kremlin 
Palace at 15:00 [1200 GMT] 
a signing ceremony will take 
place on the incorporation 
of the new territories into 
Russia,” spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said on Thursday, as 
quoted by Al Jazeera.
He further added that Pu-

tin will make a speech at 
this event. The referendum 
by the Russian authorities 
on the annexation of occu-
pied territories of Ukraine 
was largely seen as a “sham 
referendum” and has been 
widely criticised by various 
countries.
German Chancellor Olaf 

Scholz said that Germany 
will never accept the results 
of “sham” referendums on 
joining Russia in occupied 
regions of Ukraine.
According to Al Jazeera, 

Scholz made these remarks 
in conversation with Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy. Scholz reaffirmed 
Germany’s stance saying 
that the country’s support 
to Ukraine remains unwav-
ering.

futile effort

US calls Russian 
annexation of Ukrainian 
territories act of land grab
TDG NETWORK
washiNgtoN 

US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken.
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The World Bank concluded 
in its recent forecast that 
Beijing’s economy will grow 
at a slower rate than the rest 
of East Asia this year as Chi-
na’s Zero Covid Policy has 
resulted in the shutdown of 
businesses in the country 
impacting hundreds of thou-
sands of citizens.

Moreover, Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine and its im-
pact on energy and food 
prices and supply is also 
weighing on China’s econ-
omy, Sydney Morning Her-
ald reported. China has been 
trying tough to stimulate 
growth via infrastructure 
investment, and incentives, 
however, their draconian 

measures to curb covid via 
strict zero covid policy have 
added to the miseries of 
people.

The World Bank on Tues-
day slashed China’s 2022 
economic growth projec-
tion to 2.8 per cent, pointing 
to Beijing’s “zero-COVID” 
policy and real estate crisis.

Notably, the World Bank 
forecasted 5 per cent eco-
nomic growth in April, The 
Strait Times reported.

The Zero Covid Policy 
of China under which full 
or partial lockdowns were 
imposed in major centres, 
has had a negative impact 
on businesses. More severe 
lockdowns were implement-
ed in the country as it contin-
ued to report more coronavi-
rus infections this year.

Many people have been 
unemployed and underem-
ployed, especially in service 
industries, due to the repeat-
ed lockdowns in different 
parts of the country.

The lockdowns have affect-
ed factory production, and 
supply chains and caused 
goods shipment delays to 
the rest of the world and con-
sumer prices in the country 
rose by 2.5 per cent due to the 
dampened demand.

China is one of the last 
places in the world still 
enforcing stringent zero-
Covid measures. The heavy-
handed approach has seen 
dozens of neighbourhoods 
across Shenzhen identified 
as “high-risk areas,” and 
placed under strict lock-
down orders.

shutdown of businesses

China’s crashing economy: 
effect of zero Covid policy
tdg network
Beijing

Following a landfall on 
Wednesday, Hurricane Ian 
has caused severe destruc-
tion across the US State of 
Florida, leaving more than 
2.5 million homes and busi-
nesses without power, media 
reports said.

Quoting the local authori-
ties, Al Jazeera reported 
that a 72-year-old man who 
fell into a canal in the city of 
Deltona has died as a result 
of the storm whereas rescu-
ers have been looking for 
missing persons. 

During a speech on Thurs-
day, US President Joe Biden 
said, “This could be the 

deadliest Hurricane in Flor-
ida’s history; the numbers 
are still unclear but we’re 
hearing early reports of what 
may be a substantial loss of 
life.”

Taking to Twitter, Biden 
wrote, “My message to the 
people of Florida is that at 
times like these, America 
comes together. We put aside 
our differences and pull to-
gether as one team. One 
America.”

“However long it takes, 
the U.S. Government will be 
there,” he tweeted.

On Wednesday, Twenty-
three people were found 
missing after a boat carry-
ing migrants capsized off the 
coast of Florida due to Hur-

ricane Ian, US Border Patrol 
said in a statement.

The survivors were later 
taken to the nearby hospital 
as they complained of ex-
haustion and dehydration.

Moreover, due to ap-
proaching Ian, the mayor of 
Charleston, South Carolina, 
has asked his city to shut 
down Friday, Al Jazeera re-
ported.

“There will be water to-
morrow in this city,” Mayor 
John Tecklenburg said.

“Take this storm seriously,” 
Tecklenburg added, “tomor-
row, stay home and stay out 
of harm’s way.”

Notably, Tropical Storm 
Ian which has caused wide-
spread destruction in Flor-

ida is expected to become a 
hurricane again before mak-
ing US landfall for the sec-
ond time on Friday, the US 
National Hurricane Center 
has said, issuing a hurricane 
warning for the entire coast 
of South Carolina, according 
to Al Jazeera.

More than one million 
Florida residents have lost 
power after the powerful and 
several homes have been put 
under evacuation orders as 
the dangerous storm hit the 
US.

Subsequently, Cuba also 
started restoring power on 
Wednesday after the power-
ful hurricane knocked out 
the island’s electricity grid 
and wreaked havoc.

Millions in dark

hurricane ian puMMels us state of florida
tdg network
Florida

US Senate on Thurs-
day approved emer-
gency aid of USD 

12.3 billion to Ukraine in 
its war against Russia. The 
measure will not only con-
tinue government spending 
for several weeks but will 
also help Ukraine in war to 
a greater extent.

According to the New York 
Times, the US Senate on 
Thursday approved a tem-
porary spending package to 
keep the government funded 
past a Friday deadline. 

Under the legislation, the 
measure would provide 

about USD 12.3 billion in 
emergency aid for war-torn 
Ukraine which includes 
USD 3 billion for supplies 
and arms for Ukraine’s mili-
tary.

It also provides USD 4.5 
billion for Kyiv to keep the 
country’s finances stable 
and keep the government 
running in order to provide 
basic services to the people 
of the war-torn country.

The aid for Ukraine comes 
straight after Congress ap-
proved approximately USD 
54 billion in two previous 
packages.

On August 19, the US 
Defence Department an-
nounced that it would pro-

vide a new USD 775 million 
in additional military assis-
tance to Ukraine, including 
HIMARS missiles, artillery, 
and mine-clearing systems.

Since 1993, the US has 
invested over USD 4.2 bil-
lion for the safe clearance 
of landmines and explosive 
weapons of war (ERW) as 
well as the securing and safe 
disposal of excess small arms 
and light weapons (SA/LW) 
and munitions in more than 
100 countries and territo-
ries.

In total, the United States 
has now committed ap-
proximately USD 9.8 bil-
lion in security assistance to 
Ukraine since the beginning 

of the Biden Administration. 
Since 2014, the United States 
has committed more than 
USD 11.8 billion in security 
assistance to Ukraine.

Notably, Russia launched a 
“special military operation” 
in Ukraine on February 24, 
which the West has termed 
an unprovoked war. As a 
result of this, the Western 
countries have also imposed 
several crippling sanctions 
on Moscow.

Moreover, Russia will hold 
a signing ceremony on Fri-
day to incorporate the an-
nexed four occupied regions 
of Ukraine at Kremlin, Mos-
cow’s President Vladimir 
Putin’s spokesman Dmitry 

Peskov said.
“Tomorrow in the Geor-

gian Hall of the Grand 
Kremlin Palace at 15:00 
[1200 GMT] a signing cer-
emony will take place on the 
incorporation of the new ter-
ritories into Russia,” spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov said on 
Thursday, as quoted by Al 
Jazeera.

He further added that Pu-
tin will make a speech at this 
event.

The referendum by the 
Russian authorities on the 
annexation of occupied terri-
tories of Ukraine was largely 
seen as a “sham referendum” 
and has been widely criti-
cised by various countries.

russian invasion

US Senate approves $12.3 
billion aid for Ukraine
tdg network
Washington 

US special envoy for Af-
ghanistan Thomas West has 
called for a ‘serious’ national 
political dialogue in Afghan-
istan as the people continue 
to take the strain of Taliban 
atrocities and human rights 
violations in the country.

Thomas West underlined, 
“Without a serious national 
political dialogue about the 
future of the country among 
Afghans who have genuine 
support in their community, 
I really do fear.... we could 
see a return to civil war in 

time,” as he delivered his 
remarks at the Center for 
Strategic and International 
Studies, lambasting Taliban 
for their cruelty on Afghans, 
TOLOnews reported. “We 
wish to see and to support 
the emergence of a peaceful 
and stable Afghanistan that 
never again harbours ter-
rorists ... in which the rights 
of all its people, women and 
men, boys and girls are up-
held,” the US Special envoy 
said.

However, the Deputy 
spokesman for the Islamic 
Emirate, Bilal Karimi, said 
that there is no requirement 

for national dialogue in Af-
ghanistan.

“There is peace and secu-
rity in the country. All the 
challenges that previously 

existed are currently solved. 
The time for negotiations 
was when there was war in 
the country and there were 
many sides--there was an 
invasion--now here is a 
central government and the 
people are in a calm situa-
tion,” TOLOnews reported 
quoting the deputy spokes-
man of the Islamic Emirate, 
Bilal Karimi.

Recently, the United Na-
tions Assistance Mission 
in Afghanistan (UNAMA) 
released a recent report, 
outlining the human rights 
situation in Afghanistan 
since the Taliban takeover.

huMan rights violations

us envoy calls for serious national 
political dialogue in afghanistan
tdg network
KaBul  

U S  s p e c i a l  e n v o y  f o r 
Afghanistan thomas west.
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A 135-year-old 
temple has 
decorated 

the Goddess 
Vasavi Kanyaka 

Parameswari 
with both 

Indian and 
foreign 

currency 
notes and gold 

ornaments 
worth Rs 8 

crores during 
the ongoing 

Navaratri 
festival, in 

Visakhapatnam 
on Friday.

DONNED WITH GOLD

Regional 
cinema 
will soon 
become 
global 
cinema

— HarsHall Vinay Kamat

BRAIN-PICKING

National Award-winning film ‘Sumi’ producer on  the reach of 
regional cinema and their journey on the movie.

FIvE WEIRD FACTs ABOuT HumAN 
BODy
The human body is an extremely complex system, 
which can also be called a masterpiece of God. A 
number of systems constantly work in our body, and 
it is majestically beyond our imagination how these 
systems coordinate. But, with so much going on in-
side, there are a number of weird facts that we don’t 
know about our own bodies. Let’s take a look: 

EvEry body part can rEpair 
itsElf ExcEpt tEEth
Do you know the human body has the 
ability to heal itself? Many organs can 

reverse the damage done to them to a certain ex-
tent. The only part that can’t heal itself is the teeth. 
You probably go to the dentist more often than you 
see a regular doctor for check-ups. Using fluoride 
in toothpaste or drinking water can help to repair 
enamel, but once a tooth begins to decay, it must be 
repaired with a dental filling.

your skin makEs up 15% of 
total body wEight
If you took your skin off, you would lose 
15% of your total body weight. Your skin 

makes up 15% of your body weight. For an adult of 
average weight, that accounts for about 20 of the 
pounds you see on the scale. If you weigh over 195 
pounds, your skin weighs closer to 30 pounds.

you rEplacE all your skin 
EvEry month
We know that reptiles like snakes and 
lizards shed their skin in a very creepy 

way. But do you know we shed our skins as well? 
Although, it is not as creepy as the reptiles, it is still 
creepy. By the end of the day, you will have lost (and 
replaced) 50 million skin cells. In 30 days, your outer 
layer of skin will have completely replaced itself. So, 
you get a brand new skin every month.

stomach acid can dissolvE 
mEtals
The acid in your stomach is slightly less 
acidic than battery acid. The battery acid 

is 0 pH, whereas your stomach acid is a pH of 1-2. It 
needs to be that acidic to break down fibrous foods 
and kill dangerous bacteria. Acid in your stomach is 
generally dilute, but it can dissolve metals such as 
copper or zinc, and it can certainly burn your skin. 
That’s why acid reflux causes such pain — the lining 
of your oesophagus is being burned by stomach 
acid.

your Ears nEvEr stop grow-
ing
Every body part in the human body grows 
up to a certain age, but then it stops grow-

ing after some time. But our ears are different! They 
never stop growing throughout our lives. Every year 
of our lives, our ears expand! 

—APOORVA CHAUDHARY 

‘hrithik’s 25th film is a silvEr 
jubilEE trEat’: nEtizEns 
cElEbratE vikram vEdha rElEasE 
The much-anticipated film Vikram Vedha starring 
Hrithik Roshan and Saif Ali Khan released in the cime-
nas this Friday. And, as expected, fans were beyond 
elated. To mark the occasion, #VikramVedhaDay took to 
top trends on social media along with the movie reviews. 

Film critic Ramesh Bala tweeted, “Hrithik’s 25th film is 
a silver jubile treat that showcases his growth as an actor. 
Versatility at its finest.”

Film critic Komal Nahra said, “#VikramVedha is an 
out-and-out director’s movie. Pushkar and Gayatri need 
super distinction marks for a job extra ordinarily done.”

One of the users said, “There is one man who single-
handedly lifts #VikramVedha with his charisma, his 
screen presence, his aura, with his dialogue delivery, 
with his expressions, with his acting and action- it is 
Hrithik Roshan.”

Another user said, “What a movie. High on substance 
and masala. Hrithik, Saif are outstanding.”

#vikramvEdhaday

Indians are not well 
known for their philan-
thropy, except when it 

comes to religion. But there 
are exceptions, and large 
ones. The Azim Premji 
Foundation is the best 
known, supporting causes 
ranging from Gender Jus-
tice to Constitutional Values 
and Democracy. Tata Trusts 
have been in the limelight in 
recent times, more for the 
upheaval at the top than for 
the work they do as one of 
the oldest philanthropic or-
ganisations in India, provid-
ing support and funding for 
sports, education, livelihood 
and so much more. A lesser 
known but equally prolific 
charitable organisation is the 
Reliance Foundation, known 
for its sports development 
programmes, arts, culture, 
and heritage programs, and 
so much more.

These big organisations 
are not alone. Almost every 
family-run organisation has 
a foundation that supports a 
myriad of social initiatives. 
All MNCs, public compa-
nies, and smaller companies 
also participate actively, as 
part of a mandatory CSR 

spend requirement by the 
Government of India.

Mandatory or not, almost 
all of these organisations 
support social welfare, find-
ing ways to both fund NGOs 
and get their employee base 
involved in development sec-
tor initiatives as volunteers.

When it comes to indi-
vidual giving, however, the 
story is quite different. In a 
recent study conducted by 
the Center for Social Impact 
and Philanthropy at Ashoka 
University, 87% of house-
holds surveyed donated dur-
ing the peak of the pandemic 
– 2020 and 2021. However, 
70% of giving was directed 
towards religious organiza-
tions. A further 12% went 
to beggars, 9% to extended 
family and friends, and a 
paltry 5% to NGOs and other 
charitable organizations. As 
a comparison, in the US, 27% 
of charitable contributions in 
2021 went to religious orga-
nizations, the remaining to a 
variety of social services.

So why don’t individuals 
give? Preeti Kher Dulat, a 
fifty-something ex-banker, 
began working with an 
organisation called Deeds 

for Needs, raising funds as 
needed right when Covid 
began. She says, “I have sent 
out an appeal and always get 
more than I asked for.” She 
also says that she only reach-
es out to people she knows. 
Preeti’s experience is that 
there is scepticism among 
people about where the con-
tribution is going. “Where 
religion is involved, people 
think the money will be used 
properly, even though they 
have no idea what’s happen-
ing to that money,” she says.

It is only in recent times 
that people in India are ex-
periencing a feeling of abun-
dance, of having more than 
they can use. The older gen-
erations are still hoarding, 
saving for a rainy day, sav-
ing for retirement, and other 
commonly quoted claims. 
They are not wrong in feel-
ing the way they do. Their 
instincts have been honed 
over a long time, when sala-
ries were miniscule, taxes on 
businesspeople were some-
times as high as 90%, and 
goods and services as basic 
as a phone line were only 
possible with a bribe and 
long waiting periods. The 
fact that there is a massive 
disparity in income across 
the country is something 
that neither strikes nor both-
ers many people.

Yet, Preeti can collect thou-
sands and even lakhs of ru-
pees from people who are 

distant from their causes but 
not from their faith in Preeti.

Parul Vaidya is the CEO of 
the Pune Chapter of Social 
Venture Partners (SVP), 
a foundational program 
for current and aspiring 
philanthropists. SVP con-
nects donors, non-profits, 
and social enterprises for 
greater impact, together. Pa-
rul says, ‘People who have 
the capacity to give should.’ 
She says that she has never 
been apologetic about ask-
ing people to join SVP and 
contribute. It is our moral 
responsibility to do some-
thing before more people go 
the wrong way. “How long 
can we think that the pain 
and despair are not going to 
come to our house?” “How 
long can we think about the 
petty theft and other crimes 
that people with no regular 
livelihood sometimes resort 
to?”

Parul is of the mind that a 

‘giving nature’ is increasing in 
our society, that increasingly, 
people want to give, to help 
but don’t know how to. But 
she also admits that one of 
the main reasons individu-
als don’t give to NGOs is be-
cause there is a deep-rooted 
scepticism about such orga-
nizations, primarily because 
most of the reporting about 
NGOs is about things gone 
wrong. No one talks about 
NGOs that are doing excel-
lent work, improving lives, 
even saving lives. Much of 
that has to do with the fact 
that NGOs don’t market 
enough, most don’t have the 
skills to do so. Moreover, 
positive and uplifting sto-
ries rarely make it through 
the thick fog of accusatory 
wrongdoing.

So, what do people who 
want to make a difference 
but don’t have a Preeti or 
a Parul in their lives do? 
There are other ways to con-

tribute. Those ruled more 
by the head than the heart 
can invest in companies op-
erating in the social sector 
instead of funding NGOs. 
There is good work being 
done by start-ups in the 
fields of education, health-
care, and mental health. 
Unfortunately,some causes, 
such as those related to sup-
port for the disabled, cannot 
be run as social enterprises, 
they run exclusively on do-
nations and grants.

In recent times, govern-
ments around the world 
have turned to Social Stock 
Exchanges – a way to raise 
capital for the development 
sector. They have also be-
gun piloting Social Impact 
Bonds, a private-public part-
nership to provide outcome-
based funding for public 
welfare projects. These inno-
vative concepts are in their 
early stages, and it remains 
to be seen whether they will 
provide the development 
sector the support it needs 
while making it easier for 
people to make a difference.

There are ways and means 
to give and support, to care 
and to help. We must trust 
and believe, open our hearts 
and minds and do only as 
much as we wish to, or even 
nothing at all.

Priya Hajela is the author of La-
dies’ Tailor, published by Harper 
Collins India. 

PRiYA HAjelA
sATuRDAy READ

PHILANTHROPy 

THE INDIAN ART OF GIvING AWAy

There are ways and means to give and support. 

There are ways and means to give and support, to care and to help. We must trust and believe, 
open our hearts and minds and do only as much as we wish to, or even nothing at all.

IIFA weekend and awards is 
back by popular demand 

ENTERTAINmENT 

TDG NeTwORk
ABU DHABI                     

The International Indian Film Acad-
emy (IIFA) Weekend & Awards, which 
brings together the very best of the In-
dian film industry, is back by popular 
demand in Yas Island, Abu Dhabi, in 
February 2023 to win our hearts all 
over again! IIFA 2023 will be held in 
collaboration with the Department 
of Culture and Tourism-Abu Dhabi 
(DCT Abu Dhabi) and Miral, Abu 
Dhabi’s leading creator of immersive 
destinations and experiences.

The comeback of the 22nd edition of 
IIFA this year at Yas Island, Abu Dha-
bi, hosted by superstar Salman Khan, 
Riteish Deshmukh, and Maniesh Paul, 
featured electrifying performances 
by the finest talent from the Indian 
film fraternity, leaving us in awe with 
three memorable, star-studded days 
with packed venues filled by fans 
from all around the globe. The three-
day awards weekend was attended by 
more than 350 media from 17 coun-
tries across the globe, and more than 
20,000 people thronged the arena.

Back by popular demand from stake-
holders, fans, and media from around 
the globe, the 23rd edition of IIFA will 
again be hosted at the world-class Eti-
had Arena, Yas Island, Abu Dhabi—
the Middle East’s largest state-of-the-

art indoor entertainment venue in 
February 2023. The upcoming edition 
will be filled with even more magic 
and entertainment as we are set to wit-
ness Salman Khan, Varun Dhawan, 
Karan Johar, Kriti Sanon, and many 
more in attendance.

For many decades, India and Abu 
Dhabi have had strong cultural and 
commercial ties. IIFA Weekend & 
Awards will be a celebration of to-
getherness and positivity, returning to 
Yas Island in Abu Dhabi and enhanc-
ing, strengthening, and building even 
stronger bonds. IIFA 2023 will be a 
grand celebration of the best talent in 
Indian cinema, bringing together glob-
al dignitaries, international media, 
fans, and film enthusiasts worldwide. 

To present a greater opportunity for 
long-term impact in tourism, business 
& trade, and the film production busi-
ness for the destination. 

Noreen Khan, Vice President of IIFA, 
said, “IIFA this year was an amazing 
experience thanks to the wonderful 
partners Miral and DCT. Coming after 
two years, we really worked hard to 
deliver the very best of live entertain-
ment again. The best part was that the 
entire weekend delivered a positive 
experience to everyone who witnessed 
or experienced the event in any way. 
We have been inundated with unprec-
edented appreciation and comments 
from everyone who truly had a won-
derful time this year in Abu Dhabi, 
and so we are pleased and excited to 
bring it all back again, but with much 
more magic to come next year”.

With excitement increasing all over 
the world, people can now buy tickets 
to the biggest awards ceremony span-
ning over three days at https://www.
etihadarena.ae/en/ from the 30 Sep-
tember 2022. The price range begins 
from 100 AED going up to 1500 AED.

Home to magical adventures, awe-
inspiring entertainment, three glob-
ally renowned theme parks, outstand-
ing motorsports, an award-winning 
golf venue, and world-class hospitality 
services, Abu Dhabi’s Yas Island is a 
destination like nowhere else.

TOuRIsm 

TDG NeTwORk
SRINAGAR                    

The Dal Lake, a popular 
tourist attraction in Jammu 
and Kashmir, is all set to get 
a facelift and breathe again 
as authorities appear deter-
mined this time to remove 
the weeds engulfing a large 
part of the lake.

For the first time in sev-
eral years, the Jammu and 
Kashmir Lake Conservation 
and Management Authority 
(LCMA) has pressed into 
service over two dozen ma-
chines to remove the weeds.

“There are two types of 
weeds. One is being con-

trolled due to the presence of 
some species, and the other 
is being removed complete-
ly,” said LCMA Vice-Chair-
man Bashir Ahmad Bhat.

Bhat said the one being 
removed completely had 
covered an area of 6.5 sq km 
and this process is likely to 
be completed by November 
this year.

To control the sewerage, 
the houseboats are being 
connected for the first time 
to the sewer line. “Around 
920 houseboats will be con-
nected to sewerage lines,” he 
said, adding that such a pro-
cess will help keep the water 
body clean.

OvER 30 mACHINEs PREssED INTO 
sERvICE TO BEAuTIFy DAL LAKE 
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IN-HOUSE SERIES 

WE WOmEN WaNt: PaRENtS 
Of 19-yEaR Old RaPE vIctIm 
SHaRE tHEIR ORdEal
Even though Kiran Negi was brutalised and 
murdered before Nirbhaya, her case did not get 
the media glare or the justice it deserves.

TDG NeTwork
New Delhi 

Priya Sahgal along with parents of kiran Negi.

This week’s We Women 
Want episode is a particu-
larly heart-rending one, 
where we meet with the 
parents of Kiran Negi, a 
19-year-old girl who was 
kidnapped by three boys 
in February 2012 in Guru-
gram. When she asked for 
water, they broke a matka 
on her forehead. They 
raped her, inserted broken 
bottles in her vagina, threw 
acid on her face. Her body 
was found abandoned in a 
field in Rewari, Haryana.

ACKNOWLEDGING THE 
PROBLEM 
Since then, her parents have 
been running to the courts to 
get justice, helped by PARI 
(People Against Rapes In In-
dia). While two lower courts 
have awarded the death 
penalty to the accused, the 
matter has been pending be-
fore the Supreme Court for 
over a decade. Even though 
Kiran Negi was brutalised 

and murdered before Nirb-
haya, her case did not get the 
media glare or the justice it 
deserved. 

JUSTICE DELAYED 
Kiran’s parents, Kunwar 
Singh and Maheshwari, 
came on the show, along 
with Yogita Bhayana, the 
founder of PARI, and shared 
their ordeal. Choking with 
emotion, Kunwar Singh 
said that nothing less than 
capital punishment would 
satisfy him and give him the 
closure he needs.

INSENSITIVITY 
The volunteers, who work at 
PARI, also joined us on the 
show and narrated just how 
difficult it was to go to the 
police station and get a FIR 
registered. An indignant Yo-
gita shared how the defence 
lawyer told the court that 
the boys had been ‘reformed’ 
and sought leniency, stating 
that at least they had not 
chopped the girl in pieces. 
This kind of insensitivity on 
the part of our legal system 

also needs to be highlighted.

INTIMIDATION 
The parents also narrated 
how the accused threatened 
them in court and, as Kun-
war Singh said, his biggest 
fear is that they would be re-
leased and come after them. 

The show was moderated 
by NewsX’s Senior Executive 
Editor, Priya Sahgal. It was 
an extremely emotional in-
teraction as the parents laid 
bare their pain. We can only 
hope that Kiran Negi will 
one day get the justice she 
deserves. The parents will 
at least not have to bear the 
pain of running to court and 
knowing that their daugh-
ter’s abusers and killers can 
one day walk away free.

Catch fresh episodes of 
‘We Women Want’ every 
Saturday at 7:30 p.m. on 
NewsX. The program will 
also be streamed live on 
major OTT platforms: Dai-
lyhunt, Zee5, MX Player, 
ShemarooMe, Watcho, 
Mzaalo, Jio TV, Tata Play, 
and PayTm livestream.

The recent massive 
ban on the eight or-
ganisations led by the 

PFI (Popular Front of India) 
highlights how women are 
merely pawns in these so-
called neo-social-political 
movements.

Women are used for these 
political causes to rouse 
gender sentiment among 
people.

Many Muslim women 
in India have come out as 
pro-hijab and for the right 
to freedom of choice to pick 
their attire.

Unfortunately, they are 
blind to the reasoning be-
hind the hijab or the ghun-
ghaat.

Both are ways of condition-
ing women to make them 
the culprits, and therefore 
they must cover themselves 
from the unhindered lust of 
men. This lust, unchecked, 
isn’t punishable. The skewed 
logic is the woman whose 
clothing is revealing, which 
leads to the man lusting after 
her.

The morality and good so-
cial conduct of a man once 
again fall under the account-
ability of a woman.

As per the data released 
by the National Crime Re-
cords Bureau (NCRB), a 
total of 4,28,278 cases of 
crime against women were 
registered in 2021, up from 
3,71,503 cases in 2020, reg-
istering an increase of 56,775 
cases this year, marking a 
15% increase.

It is the covering up of 
women that remains the 
modus operandi for safety. 
In Cameroon, young girls 
when they attain puberty 
have their breasts ironed by 
their mothers, and some-
times grandmothers, to 

avoid rape.
Even today, there is Fe-

male Gender Mutilation 
(FGM), which is a part of the 
Dawoodi Bohras of India. It 
is called khafz. This prac-
tice is offensive, oppressive, 
harmful, and not religious 
at all. The practice is simply 
a hangover of patriarchy 
and it is done to repress 
women sexually. The role 
of her genitalia is viewed to 
be limited to giving birth to 
progeny.

FGM is usually carried out 
on young girls between in-
fancy and the age of 15, most 
commonly before puberty 
starts. It’s illegal in the UK 
and is child abuse. This can 
seriously harm the health 
of women and girls. It can 
also cause long-term prob-
lems with sex, childbirth, 
and mental health.

These forms of oppres-
sion have been carried out 
throughout history, using 
women as a means to curtail 
crime, lust, and power.

The hijabi women of Iran 
too were used shrewdly 
by Ayatollah Khomeini to 
bring down the monarchy, 
and again the same man has 
ordered a free hand to the 
moral police of Iran to kill 
any woman who disobeys 
the hijab law.

What women fail to un-
derstand is that hijab or 
ghungaat is an archaic way 
to protect oneself from gen-
der violence. By no means, a 
woman in a hijab can avoid 
rape as much as a woman 
in a pair of shorts and a tee 
shirt. Violence doesn’t see 
the clothing as an encour-
agement; it is the mindset of 
the criminal.

In India too, multiple 
women have suddenly 

donned the hijab in class-
rooms and are vocal 
about the 
right 
of 

choice. 
This isn’t a 
choice, but a brainwash that 
must be addressed.

The PFI has been alleg-
edly accused of the sudden 
commotion of young im-
pressionable girls who have 
been manipulated to be pro 
hijab and has also been vo-
calising the freedom to wear 
the same.

To know a little about the 
PFI, it was created in 2007 
through the merger of three 
Muslim organisations in 
southern India; the National 
Democratic Front in Kerala, 
the Karnataka Forum for 
Dignity, and the Manitha 
Neethi Pasarai in Tamil 
Nadu. This grew bigger and 
wider.

A decision to bring the 

three outfits together was 
taken in November 2006 at 

a meeting in Kozhikode, 
Kerala. The forma-

tion of the PFI 
was formally 

announced 
at a rally 
in Ben-
galuru 
during 
what 
was 
called 
the ‘Em-

power 
India 

Conference’ 
on February 

16, 2007. The 
very women who 

took part in the rally for-
got that the empowerment 
of women is to be free and 
not hide under the hijab or 
be the moral keepers of the 
men who have no such rules 
in society.

PFI’s national general sec-
retary, Nasaruddin Elama-
rom, is one of the founding 
leaders of the outfit. The 
chairman of NDF National 
Development from an out-
fit under PFI, E. Abubaker, 
also hails from Kerala. Both 
attempted to arouse reli-
gious sentiment and used 
pro-hijab conditioning to 
support this movement.

The raids, coordinated 
by the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA), the En-
forcement Directorate (ED), 

and state police, took place 
across 13 states, includ-
ing Uttar Pradesh, Kerala, 
Tamil Nadu, and Bihar. The 
officials mentioned that 
the searches took place at 
the premises of the people 
involved in terror funding, 
organising training camps, 
and radicalising people to 
join proscribed organisa-
tions.

We are yet to see how 
many feminist groups will 
come forth and talk against 
the hijab and the ghungaat 
tradition, which is merely 
an eye wash to curtail wom-
en’s ability to reach their full 
potential.”We realise the 
power of our voices only 
when they are silenced, 
“said Husna Sait, a bridal 
couturier for the brand Lim-
ited Edition,

“I strongly feel for the 
women in Iran. Choices are 
basic, fundamental rights. 
As a Muslim woman, I have 
made the active choice of not 
wearing the hijab. Many of 
my family women do. In my 
opinion, this is something 
that you should do if you 
believe in it. It can’t be im-
posed, “ Husna added.

It must not be portrayed as 
a religious protest but as a 
voice against misogyny and 
patriarchy.

Mohua Chinappa is an author 
and a podcaster of a show called 
The Mohua Show.

OPPRESSION 

WOmEN aRE USEd aS PaWNS IN 
POlItIcal aNd IdEOlOgIcal battlES 
The morality and good social conduct of a man 
fall under the accountability of a woman.

What 
women fail to 

understand is that hijab 
or ghungaat is an archaic 

way to protect oneself from 
gender violence. By no means, 

a woman in a hijab can avoid rape 
as much as a woman in a pair of 
shorts and a tee shirt. Violence 

doesn’t see the clothing as 
an encouragement; it is 

the mindset of the 
criminal.

Mohua ChiNaPPa 

TDG NeTwork
vijayNagar

Amid the growing number 
of women pilots and ground 
crew in the Indian Air Force, 
the female forces are operat-
ing fighter aircraft and chop-
pers extensively in the east-
ern sector over Arunachal 
Pradesh and Assam.

Indian Air Force offi-
cials in eastern command 
said the female pilots and 
ground crew officers are 
deployed across the coun-
try and operate in all types 
of terrain, from the world’s 
highest battlefield, the Si-
achen glacier sector, to the 
easternmost landing ground 
in Vijaynagar in Arunachal 
Pradesh in support of troops 
and the local population.

“We have had brilliant 
women who have broken 
the glass ceiling and paved 
the way for us to follow our 
dreams to serve the coun-
try,” said Flight Lieutenant 
Tejaswi, who deservedly 
became the newsmaker of 
the week.

“It is no longer a unique 
experience to have women 

in the fighter aircraft fleet. 
Everyone, including men 
and women, works and 
trains equally hard. We are 
on equal footing. In the skies 
and on the base, we are all 
first and foremost air war-
riors, and everything else 
comes after that,” she said.

The first time the Indian 
Air Force allowed women in 
the fighter stream was when 
three females, including 
Avni Chaturvedi and Bhaw-
na Kanth, were commis-
sioned in the fighter stream. 
Later, Kanth became the first 
person to fly a solo sortie in 
a MiG-21, while Shivangi 
Singh went on to fly Rafale 
planes.

ALH Dhruv Mark 3 pilot 
Flight Lieutenants Ani Aw-

asthi and A Nain regularly 
fly their ALH choppers over 
the Arunachal Pradesh sec-
tor through thick forests and 
close to the LAC.

These pilots are doing a 
great job, and for us in the 
IAF, they are air warriors 
first who have to handle the 
machines well to perform 
the assigned tasks, an East-
ern Command official said.

The Indian Air Force has 
more than 1300 female offi-
cers working on ground and 
air duties. 

StREE-SHaKtI 

gROWINg WOmEN’S POWER 
IN Iaf ON dISPlay
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IN tHE NEWS 

In a landmark judgement 
this week, the Supreme 
Court held that all women 
are entitled to a safe and legal 
abortion. A bench headed 
by Justice D.Y. Chandrachud 
said that the meaning of rape 
must include marital rape for 
the Medical Termination of 
Pregnancy Act.

The Supreme Court said 
that the distinction between 
married and unmarried 
women for the purposes of 
the MTP Act is “artificial and 
constitutionally unsustain-
able” and perpetuates the 
stereotype that only married 
women indulge in sexual ac-
tivities.

The rights of reproduc-
tive autonomy give similar 
rights to unmarried women 
as those to married women, 
the bench held.

Insisting on a “forward-
looking” approach, the Su-
preme Court on 7 August 
opined that any discrimina-
tion between married and 
unmarried women in respect 
of the medical termination 

of pregnancy law in India 
that does not allow a single 
woman to go for an abortion 
after 20 weeks violates her 
personal autonomy.

The top court had said that 
it would interpret the Medi-
cal Termination of Pregnan-
cy (MTP) Act and the related 
rules to see if unmarried 
women could be allowed to 
abort up to a 24-week preg-
nancy on medical advice.

The upper limit for the ter-
mination of pregnancy is 24 
weeks for married women, 
with special categories in-
cluding survivors of rape 
and other vulnerable women 
such as the differently-abled 
and minors; the correspond-
ing window for unmarried 
women in consensual rela-
tionships is 20 weeks.

All women, married or 
unmarried, entitled to safe 
and legal abortion: SC 

abORtION IN data

121 MILLION

21% 21%

20,500,000

5,990,000

9,270,000

65%

GLOBALLY

unintended pregnancies 
occurred each year BetWeen 

2015 and 2019.

73 MILLION
this translates to 

aBortions per year.

Of THESE UNINTENDED PREGNANCIES, 
61% ENDED IN ABORTION.

unintended 
pregnancy rate 
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the aBortion 
rate 

increased By

there Were a total of

pregnancies annually. of these,

ended in aBortion.

pregnancies Were unintended.

share of unintended 
pregnancies ending in 

aBortion rose to
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In major cities around the 
world, tall architectural 
structures stand as notable 
landmarks. In times past, 
t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  we re 
churches, temples and 
mosques. Now, they are 
office buildings. Regardless 
of their intention, these 
impressive structures draw 
our gaze upwards, following 
the peak of the building to 
the sky beyond. Pyramids 
are said to represent rays 
of light descending from 
the heavens, a pathway 
between the physical and 
spiritual worlds. Looking 
up, I am reminded of places 
and things beyond the 
material world. Today let 
me look up in wonder.  

A thought 
for todAy

In philosophy, ‘ego’ re-
fers to the consciously 
thinking entity, or in 

other words, the self. In the 
study of Rajyoga, we un-
derstand ‘ego’ to mean the 
sense of self-esteem or self-
importance which, if based 
on an attachment to a false 
identity, causes great sor-
row and is one of the main 
forces of obstruction on a 
spiritual journey. It can be 
destructive and painful, so 
we take our time to convert 
this energy into the oppo-
site. We spend time letting 

go of the false identity, that 
of being the body, and nour-
ishing our awareness of the 
real identity, that of being a 
spiritual consciousness, the 
soul.

Ego, based on the false 
identity of being the body, 
brings with it hidden, un-
seen pitfalls. The one thing 
we cannot see, on our 
physical body, is the face. 
It is invisible to the self and 
can only be seen in a mir-
ror. In the same way, the 
expression of ego is often 
not realised by us – but is 
seen by everyone else. In 
identifying with just the 
body, we have a need to hold 
on to things that bolster the 
‘ego’. The word ‘my’ is used 
ad infinitum – my idea, my 
story, my talents and skills, 
my job, my position, my 
superior understanding, 
my suffering, my success, 
my failure. In holding on 
to these reinforcements, 
we will be challenged end-

lessly. With that, other ob-
stacles to spiritual growth, 
come into play. There will 
be anger when challenged, 
there will be a need to refine 
my physical appearance to 

present myself in the best 
light, there will be greed in 
accumulating possessions 
or trappings of superior-
ity, and there will be attach-
ments to anyone who can 

feed my ego.
There are five faces of ego:
The ego of the body. When 

we are influenced by any-
thing, we become attached 
and then dependent on it. In 

the case of the body, it will 
bring vanity, narcissism, 
and pride; and when the 
body ages and becomes in-
firm, we feel lost and worth-
less.

The ego of the personal-
ity. If we have a personality, 
for example, of being enter-
taining and making others 
amused, we become at-
tached to that facet, and be-
come dependent on it in all 
social situations. When that 
is not recognised, we begin 
to doubt who we are or be-
come angry. This applies to 
all aspects of our personali-
ties on which we depend.

The ego of the intellect. 
This is very subtle and in-
sidious. This dependence 
on our beliefs, ideas, and 
that our understanding is 
better than that of others, is 
complicated and hard to re-
move. It will manifest most 
obviously in argument and 
the proving of one’s self to 
be right.

The ego of the role. This 
causes dependence on what 
we do and are recognised 
for, our skills and abilities; 
our position in society; and 
our achievements. This co-
lours our attitude and be-
haviour in all our relation-
ships.

The ego of possessions. 
These define us. The house 
we buy, the car we drive, 
the clothes we wear, and 
the jewellery we use. All of 
this dependency creates the 
false impression that our 
possessions make us some-
how a better person.

So, how do we let go of 
the ego? If the key word to 
the false identity is attach-
ment, then to let go we need 
detachment. Detachment is 
not a cold and distant stance 
on life, but a gentle stepping 
back from the false self, and 
quietly watching what I am 
thinking, how I am behav-
ing and what I am saying. 
This stepping back a little, 

allows me to experience my 
higher identity, that of being 
an eternal consciousness 
that has a higher personal-
ity of royalty, dignity, purity, 
and contentment, and I am 
able then to attach my in-
tellect to God, the Supreme 
intellect and personality. It 
then becomes clear to me 
exactly what kind of a soul 
I want to be on earth, and 
that I am a caretaker and 
trustee of the body that I 
have.

When I become bodiless 
(detached from the ego of 
the body), I am able to be-
come ‘egoless’, and then it is 
possible to become viceless 
and express only virtues in 
my relationships, and my 
life will have become truly 
valuable.
Eric Le Reste is a journalist 
and producer for the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation, 
and coordinates the activities 
of Brahma Kumaris centres in 
Canada.

Letting go of ego
CONSCIOUS THINKING 

Eric LE rEstE 

When I step back from the ego of the body, I can experience my higher personality of dignity, 
purity, and contentment.

In the study of Rajyoga, hu-
mility is seen as a state of self-
respect. This may be a new 
concept for people who have 
previously thought that humil-
ity meant accepting everything 
and anything, whether it made 
them comfortable or not.

How can we define accep-
tance? Perhaps it is about be-
ing at peace with circumstanc-
es, people, and feelings, a place 
where we can be calm and not 
have unnecessary thoughts 
about it—”It is what it is,” as 
they say, or if thinking of the 
past, “It was what it was.” The 

past itself cannot be changed. 
However, my beliefs about the 
past can be changed. There re-
ally is no need for judgments. 
Thinking, ‘Why did that hap-
pen?’ or ‘It should have been 
like this’ or ‘Why were they 
like that and not like this?’, 
only shows resistance to ac-
cepting the reality. We come to 
understand that it is simply a 
choice to accept, or equally re-
ject, old, no-longer-necessary 
beliefs about a whole range of 
ideas, attitudes, and under-
standings. In reality, whatever 
we experience is all our own 
creation, and no-one else’s 
‘fault’. Thoughts are very pow-
erful. To change our beliefs or 
attitude, we need to change 
our thoughts, that is, our per-
ception. In other words, to re-
frame what happened through 
a new lens.

Rejection may sound nega-
tive, but actually it does not 
need to be. We can reject an 

old, outdated way of thinking 
about ourselves, a situation, 
or a person, and then have the 
space to accept a new way of 
seeing what the self, the situ-
ation, or person is, or could 
become. Equally, we do not 
need to accept everything that 
comes our way. 

But when we blame other 
people or situations, we put 
ourselves in a subordinate po-
sition; one where we can feel 
victimised, and we have no 
sense of control. When some-
one is verbally rude to us, for 
example, or criticises us, then 
our sense of self-esteem can get 
distorted and we may become 
confused. There are questions 
we can consider when this 
happens.
l Do I accept it?
l Is it true?
l  Should I ignore it, or say 

something?
l Why are they so rude?
l Why me?

l  Why don’t they stop?/
change?/go away?/ find some-
one else?
l What is the message for me 

in this?
So, we may accept or reject 

their criticism. If we are still 
getting drawn to it hours later 
or the next day, then we can 
understand that we are still 
confused and upset. Then 
what is needed is powerful 
good wishes for the one who 
criticised us. 

If it is difficult to do, then 
we know that we have not yet 
forgiven the person. With hu-
mility, though, we can send 
good wishes, and we will 
find that there is improve-
ment in the relationship, just 
through the management of 
our thoughts.
Gopi Elton is a writer and retired 
health professional and is based at 
the Brahma Kumaris Retreat Cen-
tre in the Blue Mountains, Austra-
lia.

THe pOwer Of aCCepTING aNd rejeCTING
BeLIefS 

To change our beliefs, which shape all our experiences, we need to change our thoughts, that is our perception.

gopi ELton

Happiness can be of many 
kinds, such as that experi-
enced when someone praises 
us or when we achieve some-
thing we wanted, or when we 
eat good food, listen to our 
favourite music or see some-
thing beautiful. Such experi-
ences may surely make us 
happy, but for how long? The 
taste of good food may linger 
for a while after the meal, and 
the joy of being appreciated 
may vanish the moment we 
hear a critical remark about 
ourselves.

Such experiences are short-
lived and, therefore, cannot be 
the basis of a constant feeling 
of happiness, which is more 
stable and lasting than exu-
berance or an emotional high.

Lasting happiness is a state 
of being in which we feel se-
cure, content, and in harmony 
with the self, others, and na-

ture. A person in such a state 
is also more likely than not 
to help others achieve happi-
ness, in whatever way he can.

This state can also be de-
scribed as bliss, which diction-
aries define as perfect happi-
ness, or as a state of spiritual 
blessedness.

How can we achieve this 
state? There are people who 
lead blissful lives and describe 
themselves as very happy. 
Their material circumstances 
may be ordinary, but they are 
content with what they have 
and enjoy life. Such people are 
usually active and have loving 
and supportive relationships 
in their family or community, 
and they live by certain val-
ues. One quality common to 
such people is a positive atti-
tude, which enables them to 
remain optimistic and to take 
problems in their stride.

Experts have found that hap-
piness depends on individual 
factors such as personality, in-
come, health, and the freedom 
to make life choices. They say 
it also depends on social de-
terminants such as the degree 
of trust in the community, 
and on political factors such 
as the rule of law. But these 
elements are sometimes in 
competition: for example, the 

pursuit of wealth may lead to 
loss of health, or involve lim-
its to freedom. All these fac-
tors are no doubt important, 
but they are good only to the 
degree that they contribute to 
our happiness.

Empirical evidence suggests 
that the key constituents of 
happiness, which enable a 
person to remain happy even 
in the absence of other factors, 
may be character, values, and 
the right attitude. When these 

elements are present, we are 
likely to make the right choic-
es and act in ways that ensure 
our happiness and that of oth-
ers.

Conversely, in the absence of 
these ingredients, we may act 
selfishly to achieve individual 
happiness at the cost of others. 
In the process, we may alien-

ate people, lose friends, and 
even make enemies. In addi-
tion, someone seen as selfish 
receives little goodwill or co-
operation from others. If we 
create an unsympathetic en-
vironment around ourselves 
in this way, we are not likely 
to remain happy for long, no 
matter how many personal 
goals we manage to achieve.

The greatest happiness of 
the greatest number is said to 
be one measure by which we 
can know whether what we 
are doing is right or wrong. 
To be able to discern what is 
best for everyone, including 
myself, in a given situation, the 
mind needs to be free from the 
influence of ego and desires. 
Then the decisions taken will 
ensure everyone’s happiness.

Performing the balancing 
act of ensuring individual 
and collective happiness is the 
way to earn the good wishes, 
or blessings, of others, which, 
besides being a reward in it-
self, enriches our feeling of 
contentment and enables us to 
experience bliss, the ultimate 
happiness.

B.K. Dr. Savita is a Rajyoga 
teacher at the Brahma Kumaris 
headquarters in Abu Road, Ra-
jasthan.

THe rIGHT KINd Of HappINeSS
HarMONY

B.K. dr. sAvitA

The key constituents of happiness are character, values, and the right attitude.

Empirical evidence suggests that the 
key constituents of happiness, which 
enable a person to remain happy even 
in the absence of other factors, may be 
character, values, and the right attitude.
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NatioNal Games

Olympic silver-medallist 
and two-time Common-
wealth Games champion Mi-
rabai Chanu bagged the gold 
medal in the women’s 49kg 
weightlifting competition at 
the ongoing National Games 
2022 in Mahatma Mandir, 
Gandhinagar on Friday.

Mirabai Chanu, represent-
ing Manipur, seized the gold 
with a total lift of 191 kgs - 
84kgs in snatch and 107 kgs 
in the clean and jerk. Fellow 
player and Commonwealth 
Games gold medallist Khu-
mukcham Sanjita Chanu 
took home the silver medal 
with a total lift of 187 kgs - 
82kg in snatch and 105kg in 

clean and jerk.
Odisha’s Sneha Soren, 

who bagged the gold medal 
at the Khelo India Univer-

sity Games earlier this year, 
rounded off the podium after 
lifting a total of 169kg - 73kg 
in snatch and 96kg in the 

clean and jerk.
The 28-year-old Mirabai 

Chanu took home the gold 
despite a wrist injury.

“I recently injured my left 
wrist during training at NIS, 
Patiala, after which I made 
sure not to risk it further,” 
Mirabai Chanu said after 
her victory.

“The world championships 
are coming up in December. 
It is a proud moment for me 
to represent Manipur at the 
National Games, and the 
excitement doubled when I 
was asked to lead the contin-
gent at the opening ceremo-
ny. It normally gets hectic to 
attend opening ceremonies 
as my event starts early the 
next day, but I felt I must 
challenge myself this time 

around,” she added.
In the snatch, Mirabai Cha-

nu grabbed an early benefit 
by raising the bar to 81kgs 
in her very first attempt, 
before a clean effort of 84kg 
in her second lift gave her 
an advantage of 3kgs over 
Sanjita, who could manage 
80kg and 82kgs in her first 
two attempts.

Sanjita’s third attempt at 
lifting 84kg was decided as 
a foul. Mirabai chose to save 
her energy and didn’t turn 
up for the third attempt.

In the clean and jerk, San-
jita successfully lifted 95kgs 
in her maiden attempt be-
fore raising the bar to 100kg 
and 105kg, with all three 
attempts getting the green 
light from the judges. 

TDG NETWORK
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Weightlifter Mirabai Chanu wins Gold in the Women’s 49kg 
Weightlifting during the 36th National Games, in Ahmedabad on 
Thursday.

Mirabai Chanu wins gold in 49kg 
weightlifting

stellar performaNces

HaryaNa woN five Golds 
out of six, divya woN iN 
76 kG for tHe first time
MANOj jOshi
GandhinaGar

Despite the absence of most 
of the stalwarts, Haryana 
wrestlers proved that their 
next generation is ready with 
their stellar performances 
at the National Games in 
Gandhinagar on Friday. 
Winning five out of six golds 
on the first day and a bout 
between Haryana wrestlers 
in the final of two weights 
categories shows that the re-
placements of the veterans in 
wrestling are now very close 
to being fully prepared. 

The WFI this time in-
troduced three wrestlers 
each in the freestyle, Greco-
roman and women’s cat-
egories. The wrestlers who 
played on Thursday, won the 
hearts of everyone with their 
scintillating performance. In 
women’s 62 kg, Shafali and 
57 kg Aman were given a 
chance from Haryana, while 
Haryana’s wrestlers were al-
ready present in their weight 
but both of them reached the 
final. Shafali was defeated by 
Manisha in the final while 
Aman won everyone’s heart 
by beating his equal status 
wrestler Udit with technical 
superiority.

Divya Kakran for the first 
time took part in 76 kg and 
won with great ease by beat-
ing Rani of Himachal. Pre-
viously she won medals in 
Asiad and CWG. Usually 
she takes part in 68 kg. She 

showed that she can beat the 
stalwarts even in the 76 Kg 
category. She easily defeated 
Gursharan Kaur, who had 
won three golds in the Na-
tional Games previously. 

Deepak, who defeated 
Satyawart in the CWG trials, 
brought laurels to Mirchpur 
Academy by beating Sahil of 
Punjab here. 

Earlier, he has won bronze 
in World Junior and Gold in 
Asian under 23. Sunil Ku-
mar, who won gold at last 

year’s Asian Championship 
in the Greco-Roman style 
of 87 kg defeated veteran 
and international wrestler 
Harpreet Singh. 

Ravindra Khatri, who par-
ticipated in the Rio Olympics 
in the same weight, had to 
be content with the bronze 
medal by losing to Sunil. 

In the Greco-Roman cate-
gory of 67 kg, Ashu of Hary-
ana defeated Karmjit Singh 
of Punjab to secure the fifth 
medal overall for Haryana.

Divya Kakran for the first time took part in 76 kg and won with great 
ease by beating Rani of himachal. 

Varun Parikh with cricket legend M s Dhoni and Kapil Dev after 
winning maiden title in Great Thornton 2022. 

24-year-old varuN parikH cliNcHes maideN title iN Great tHorNtoN 2022

The event caught attention 
of all sports lovers and fans 
were awestruck to watch 
two starry cricket legends 
together at Kapil Dev-Grant 
Thornton 2022. M.S Dhoni 
presented winner’s jacket to 
Varun Parikh. Presence of 
Mahi came as a surprise for 
the entire audience. In mid 
of claps and hoots the event 
witnessed some photogenic 
moments worth capturing.

Varun Parikh of Ahmed-
abad clinched his maiden 
title with a scintillating dis-

play on the final day of Kapil 
Dev – Grant Thornton In-
vitational 2022. Varun’s de-
termined last round effort of 
five-under 67 handed him an 
impressive five-shot victory 
at the DLF Golf & Country 
Club as his total read 11-un-
der 277. The 24-year-old 
Parikh (73-70-67-67), who 
won the PGTI’s Qualifying 
School earlier this year and 
posted a career-best third 
place finish on the PGTI last 
month, thus continued his 
hot form this season. Varun’s 
triumph earned him a prize 
money cheque worth Rs. 
15,00,000 that lifted him 

from 28th to fourth position 
in the PGTI Order of Merit.

Gurugram-based Manu 
Gandas (74-66-73-69), play-
ing at his home course, took 

second place at six-under 
282 after a final round of 
69. He thus moved up from 
third to second place in the 
PGTI’s merit list.

Kartik Sharma (71-67-72-
74), another player from the 
DLF Golf & Country Club, 
shot a last round of 74 to fin-
ish third at four-under 284.

Varun Parikh made a 
nervous start dropping 
two bogeys in exchange for 
a birdie on his first three 
holes. Thereafter, Parikh’s 
round took off as his game-
plan of hitting 3-wood off 
the tee instead of driver, 
paid off. He sank six birdies 
from the fourth through the 
18th which included four 
long conversions including 
a mammoth 70-footer on 
the 11th.

sciNtillatiNG display
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The All-India Senior Selection Committee named 
Mohammed Siraj as replacement for injured Jas-

prit Bumrah for the remainder of the T20I series 
against South Africa.

Bumrah has sustained a back injury and is currently 
under the supervision of the BCCI Medical Team. 

India are leading the three-match T20I series against 
South Africa 1-0. The Rohit Sharma led side will next face 
Proteas in the second T20I in Guwahati on Sunday fol-
lowed by third T20I in Indore on Tuesday.

India’s star pacer Jasprit Bumrah is also likely to be 
ruled out of the upcoming T20 World Cup, starting Oc-

tober 16. Bumrah, who was also ruled out of the Asia 
Cup 2022 due to his back problem, and was training 

at the National Cricket Academy, played the last two 
T20Is against Australia.

India squad for South Africa T20Is: Rohit 
Sharma (Captain), KL Rahul (vice-captain), 
Virat Kohli, Suryakumar Yadav, Rishabh 
Pant (wicket-keeper), Dinesh Karthik (wick-
et-keeper), R. Ashwin, Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Axar Patel, Arshdeep Singh, Harshal Patel, 
Deepak Chahar, Umesh Yadav, Shreyas Iyer, 
Shahbaz Ahmed and Mohammed Siraj.

back injury
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Mohd. Siraj replaces 
Jasprit Bumrah for 
remainder of T20 Series 
against South Africa

Gujarat began their de-
fence of the National 
Games women’s team 

tennis title with a command-
ing win over Telangana while 
West Bengal’s women’s Lawn 
Bowls team registered a stun-
ning 12-11 victory over Assam 
to maintain their winning 
momentum in the 36th Na-
tional Games on Thursday.

Tennis action began at the 
picturesque Sabarmati Riv-
erfront Sports Complex on 
Thursday. Gujarat women 
dropped just four games in 
securing a 2-0 verdict against 
Telangana. They will now 
meet Karnataka for a place 
in the final. Karnataka ran 
out 2-0 winners against Uttar 
Pradesh. In the other semi-
final, Maharashtra will lock 
horns with Tamil Nadu, who 
wriggled out of a tight spot 
against Haryana. Maharash-
tra had defeated Delhi 2-0.

At the Kensville Golf and 
Country Club where Lawn 
Balls action is taking place, 
the West Bengal team held 
their nerves to quell Assam’s 
fightback to register their sec-
ond win in the Group and 
virtually assure themselves 
of a semifinal berth.

The Assam Fours team, led 
by Birmingham Common-
wealth Games participant 
Tania Choudhary, and com-

prising Bangita Hazarika, 
Adinita Kakoty and Ananya 
Saikia, were trailing 1-5 after 
the first two ends, but clawed 
back to level 7-7.

Bengal, which fielded Renu 
Mohfa, Manisha Srivastava, 
Reema Pawa and Anchor 
Malhotra, held their nerves 
to regain a slender 11-10 lead 
in the penultimate 11th end 
and kept their noses ahead at 
the finish.

“As expected, it was a close 
match between teams who 

have experienced campaign-
ers. It is a setback, especially 
because we made our way 
to the semifinals. But every 
loss teaches you something, 
and we will try to pick the 
positives and beat Gujarat on 
Friday. We hope to get back 
stronger against the home 
side,” Tania Choudhary said 
after the loss.

In other Lawn Bowls 
matches, hosts Gujarat 
dominated the proceedings 
against Manipur to register a 

12-10 win while Lawn Bowls 
powerhouse Jharkhand 
made light work of Odisha to 
record a 33-3 win. In another 
contest, Delhi got the better of 
Bihar by a 20-9 margin.

At the shooting range, 
2012 Olympic Games silver 
medallist Vijay Kumar (Hi-
machal Pradesh) soaked in 
the pressure well to be lying 
second behind Ankur Goel 
(Uttarakhand) and ahead of 
the in-form Anish Bhanwala 
(Haryana) after the first stage 
of the men’s 25m Rapid Fire 
Pistol competition.

Sri Karthik Sabari Raj 
(Tamil Nadu) topped the 
men’s 10m Air Rifle qualifica-
tion charts with 632.2 points, 
leaving the likes of Aishwary 
PS Tomar (Madhya Pradesh) 
Rudranksh B Patil (Maha-
rashtra), Divyansh Singh 
Panwar (Rajasthan), 
Hriday Hazarika 
(Assam) and Arjun 
Babuta (Punjab) 
in his wake.

In the wom-
en’s 10m Air 
Rifle qualifi-
cation, Tilot- ta-
m a  S e n (Kar-
nataka) finished on top 
with 633.6 points. Sriyanka 
Sadangi (Odisha), Yukthi 
Rajendra (Karnataka) 629.3 
and Nancy (Haryana) placed 
above Elavenil Valarivan 
(Gujarat) and Mehuli Ghosh 
(West Bengal) but the final 

will come with its own 
set of challenges.

At the EKA Trans Sta-
dia Arena, Delhi’s wom-
en’s team stunned West 
Bengal 36-0 to book a 
Rugby 7s semifinal berth 
against Maharashtra 
while the West Bengal 
men’s team showed Ser-
vices the exit with a 24-12 
win in the quarterfinals.

In the men’s Netball semi-
finals in Bhavnagar, Gujarat 
stretched Telangana to the 
limit, losing by a wafer-thin 
margin after opening up a 
30-28 lead at the half-time. 
Telangana turned the tables 
on the home side by press-
ing hard in the third quarter 
for a 45-42 advantage. Gu-
jarat fought lion-heartedly 
and held the upper-hand in 
the final quarter but 

lost 53-55.
Kabaddi action will restart 

after a day’s break on Friday 
with Services facing Uttar 
Pradesh and Haryana tak-
ing on Maharashtra in the 
men’s semifinals on Friday. 
The fight for places in the 
women’s final will pit Ma-
harashtra against Tamil 
Nadu and Haryana against 
Himachal Pradesh. 

Stunning victory

national gameS: gujarat women’S 
tenniS team StartS with win
TDG NETWORK
ahMedabad

Gujarat’s Zeel Desai in action during National Games.

Samaresh Jung has been 
one of the torch-bearers for 
shooting in India. In a sto-
ried career that lasted for 
over a decade, Samaresh 
has won many a laurel for 
India including a whopping 
seven medals in the 2006 
Commonwealth Games. 
Nicknamed ‘Goldfinger’ for 
his tremendous achieve-
ment in the sport of shoot-
ing, Samaresh has moved 
on to coaching now in his 
attempt to give it back to the 
sport that has given so much 
fame and adulation in life. 

We had an opportunity to 
catch up in an exclusive chat 
during the National Games 
2022, where he spoke at 
length about various topics 
on Indian shooting. 

Excerpts
Q. Tell us about the prepara-

tion of the Air Pistol shooters for 
the National Games and Paris 
2024.

A. Firstly, National games 
were not in the plan. It just 
popped up. Of course, it 
will be a stepping stone for 
the shooters and also a 
kind of performance 
check for them. 
India collected 
15 medals in 
shooting- 
five gold, 
six silver 

and four bronze to top the 
medals tally at the shooting 
World Cup held recently. I 
believe this has been truly 
a more than decent perfor-
mance by the Indian shoot-
ing team. Now, the real goal 
is the World Championship 
and Paris Olympics. Also, 
the National Games 2022 
is a good platform and will 
boost up their confidence. 
There is excitement amongst 
the sports stars as well, as 
this event is happening after 
seven years.

Q. What are your expectations 
from the shooters at the National 
Games?

A.  Air Pistol squad com-
prises Shiva Narwal (Hary-
ana) Naveen (Services) and 
Sagar Dangi (UP). In girls we 
have Manu Bhaker (Hary-
ana), 
Palak 
Ghu-
lia 

(Haryana), Rhythm Sang-
wan (Haryana) and Yuvika 
Tomar (UP) and other top 
performers. So, the squad 
consists of 16 men and 16 
women shooters and they 
have all their guns ready 
in real sense. They are just 
waiting to blaze when the 
time comes. 

Needless to say, after the 
National Games, the first 
competition of the World 
Championship can win 
them a quota for the Olym-
pics too. They just need to 
perform well consistently. 

Q. What’s the strategy this 
time if you want to open up a 
bit?

A. Strategy, basically is 
that we have young shoot-
ers, some experienced and 
some not so experienced. 
We are training them hard. 
They have great ability and 
they just need to focus on 
becoming good competi-
tors and performers too. As 
I say, the mantra is “Do not 
concentrate on the concen-

tration, concentrate 
on the work you 
are doing at that 

particular 
point  of 

time.”

Shooting

SupRiya SaxENa
New delhi                                   

thiS firSt competition of the world 
championShip can win them quota 
for the olympicS: SamareSh jung

Former indian pistol ace and National Coach for 
air pistol Samaresh Jung.

India opener Shafali Verma received 
the backing of skipper Harmanpreet 
Kaur ahead of the T20 women’s Asia 
Cup 2022, as she looks to turn around 
her poor form.

In a recently concluded England 
tour, Shefali was unable to score a half-
century across formats. As a matter of 
fact, in six innings, she was dismissed 
under 10 four times.

However, Harmanpreet feels Shefali 
it is only a matter of time before she 
hits form and expects the opener to 
get enough matches under her belt at 
the Asia Cup.

“From the practice sessions we’ve 
had, I can say she is doing really well. 
It’s part of life - sometimes you play 
well, sometimes you can’t continue 
your good form. But she’s looking good 
and it’s just a matter of spending some 
time in the middle for her to get out of 
her [rough] patch. She is working hard 
every day. This is a platform where 
you can express yourself and play free 
cricket. We will try to give her enough 
match time so that she can get her con-
fidence back,” Harmanpreet said in a 
pre-match virtual press conference.

The squad features many new names, 
such as S Meghana, Dayalan Hemal-
atha and Kiran Navgire - all heavy run-
hitters in domestic cricket and on the 
fringes of the national team.

“Our first target will be to give enough 
chances to other players who haven’t 
got [opportunities] so far. Definitely, 
there are a lot of areas where we want 
to work on as a team, especially how 

we are going to use the first six overs 
[while batting],” Harmanpreet said.

“We will try to shuffle our middle 
order so that others can also get some 
time. In the last overs also, we have 
some hard hitters, so if we can give 
them enough chances... In our bowl-
ing, we will try different combinations. 
This tournament is important for us, 
it’s a great platform where players who 
haven’t got chances can come and per-
form. If they perform here, they can get 
a lot of confidence going into the World 
Cup,” she added.

Team India is riding a massive wave 
of confidence as they recently won an 
ODI series 3-0 against England. The 
in-form batter Harmanpreet is also 
confident as she played a whirlwind 
143 not-out knock in the second ODI 
in England.

“I think I have felt that responsibility 
right from when I started. It’s some-
thing I’ve enjoyed. Since the time I’ve 
been a full-time captain, I am enjoying 
it a lot. My teammates, support staff, 
selectors, the BCCI - everyone has 
been appreciative. You just need sup-
port, and the only thing left after that is 
performance and we are all focused on 
performances. We all talk only about 
having each other’s back and needing 
to go out and express ourselves,” the 
India captain said.

India’s Asia Cup campaign begins 
on the opening day against Sri Lanka 
on Saturday. Seven teams, including 
India, will first fight it out in a round-
robin format group stage with the top 
four qualifying for the semi-finals. The 
winners from the semis will face off in 
the final on October 15.

matter of time
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harmanpreet backS out 
of form Shefali to come 
good in aSia cup

india opener Shafali Verma.

Indian mixed doubles team duo of Siki 
Reddy and Rohan Kapoor registered a 
stunning victory over Chan Peng Soon 
and Cheah Yee See of Malaysia to cruise 
into the semifinals of the Vietnam Open 

Super 1000 tournament here on Fri-
day.

The Indian pair were at their im-
perious best and beat the third seed 
Malaysian duo in 21-19, 21-17 in just 39 

minutes to inch a step closer to glory 
in Vietnam.
They will face the top seed team of Re-

han Naufal and Kusharjanto and Lisa 
Kusumawati of Indonesia in the last four.

Starting the match, they did not have 
the best of the starts and trailed 3-6. But 
they maintained their calm and stayed 
hot on their opponent’s heel. After some 
back-and-forth action, Siki and Rohan 

picked up four consecutive points to 
race ahead and eventually seal the 
opening game.

They picked up from where they 
left in the opening game and de-
spite facing stiff challenges, they 
held on and raced towards vic-
tory.

Stunning victory
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Siki Reddy & Rohan 
enter semis of 
Vietnam Open

indian shuttler N. Sikki Reddy.

Mohammed Siraj 

fizzled out
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indian trap mixed team campaign over in iSSf world championShip  

The Indian Trap Mixed Team 
fizzled out of the ISSF World 
Championship Shotgun in 
Osijek, Croatia, as both the 
teams in contention could not 
make it to the medal matches 
from the qualification round.

The pair of Vivaan Kapoor 
and Shreyasi Singh finished 
15th with a score of 140 out 
of 150 while Prithviraj Ton-
daiman and Manisha Keer 
were further back with 138 for 

a 24th place finish. The top six 
pairs out of 56 would make it 
to the medal matches with the 
top two making it to the gold 
medal match.

The Italian pair of Mauro 
Di Filippis and Giulia Grassia 
topped the table with a score 
of 144. They were tied with 
Great Britain and China on 
the same score before win-
ning a shoot-out to claim top 
billing. Great Britain followed 
them into the gold medal 
match.

India is still searching for a 

second medal in the Shotgun 
World Championships.

Earlier in this tournament 
Bhowneesh Mendiratta 
claimed India’s first Paris 
Olympics quota spot in shoot-
ing on debut at the ISSF Shot-
gun World Championships. 
Mendiratta claimed 4th place 
overall in the men’s Trap final.

Mendiratta won his ranking 
round with an almost perfect 
score of 24/25, which enabled 
him to qualify for the medal 
match and ultimately a spot 
in the Paris 2024 team.

indian Trap Mixed Team fizzled out of the iSSF World Championship 
Shotgun in Osijek, Croatia.


