
In his maiden communi-
cation with the three de-
fence forces, new Chief of 

Defence Staff (CDS) General 
Anil Chauhan has asked the 
Army, Navy and Air Force to 
make a move ahead towards 
the creation of  integrated 
theatre commands. 

“The CDS has communi-
cated to the defence forces to 
move ahead on creating the-
atre commands which would 
be his priority area. A lot of 
discussions have already 
been done on the issue and 
it is now time to move for-

ward,” government sources 
said. The three services have 
also done several studies in 
individual capacity as well 
as joint ones to discuss the 
issue of theatre commands 
in detail, they said. 

The CDS would also be vis-
iting Jodhpur on Monday to 
witness the induction of the 
Light Combat Helicopter into 
the Indian Air Force with Air 
Chief Marshal V.R. Chaud-
hari in his first visit outside 
Delhi after taking over the 
new office. 

The post of the CDS was 
created in 2019 and one of the 
top mandates was to create 
theatre commands to help 

Army, Navy and Air Force 
fight the next wars jointly. 

Gen Chauhan’s predeces-

sor, the late Gen Bipin Rawat 
was also working with great 
stress on turning the three 

forces into leaner and agile 
fighting units with modern 

New CDS aSkS 3 DefeNCe forCeS 
to work oN theatre CommaNDS

In good faith 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets with Tara Gandhi, granddaughter of 
Mahatma Gandhi, during an inter-faith prayer meeting in his memory on his 

153rd birth anniversary, observed as Gandhi Jayanti, as Vice President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar looks on, at the Gandhi Smriti, in New Delh on Sunday. anI
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As a priority, the Chief of Defence Staff will also stress on agile 
fighting units with modern weaponry. In what appears to be one of 

the world’s worst stadium 
disasters, at least 174 people 
have been killed after a riot at 
a football match in Indonesia. 
The violence broke out at a 
stadium on Saturday in East 
Java during a game between 
Arema and Persebaya Sura-
baya, reported The Straits 
Times. 

More than 300 people 
were rushed to nearby hos-
pitals, but many died on the 
way or in treatment. FIFA 
regulations state that no fire-
arms or “crowd control gas” 
should be carried or used by 
the police.
“At least 174 people died in 
the stampede”, Deputy East 
Java Governor Emil Dardak 
told local media on Sunday 
afternoon. Other official or 
government-backed sources 

put the number between 129 
and 182. 

Video footage from local 
news channels showed peo-
ple rushing onto the pitch in 
the stadium in Malang and 
images of body bags, report-
ed The Straits Times. After 
the match in East Java prov-
ince between Arema FC and 
Persebaya Surabaya ended 
on Saturday night, support-
ers from the losing team in

Former Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister and Samajwadi 
Party (SP) leader Mulayam 
Singh Yadav’s health dete-
riorated on Sunday and he 
was shifted to the Intensive 
Care Unit (ICU) at Medanta 
hospital in Gurugram. 

The 82-year-old SP leader 
was admitted for several 
days but on Sunday he has 
been shifted to the ICU after 
his condition deteriorated. 
Meanwhile, Akhilesh Ya-
dav left for Delhi from Luc-
know as soon as he received 
the news of his father’s 

health. 
Mulayam Singh referred 

to as Netaji- founded the 
Samajwadi Party. He cur-
rently represents the Main-
puri constituency in the Lok 
Sabha.  Earlier, Samajwadi 
Party patriarch’s wife Sadh-
na Gupta passed away in 
July this year.

She was undergoing treat-
ment at a private hospital in 
Gurugram for a lung infec-
tion. 

Sadhana Gupta was Mu-
layam Singh Yadav’s second 
wife. His first wife, Maalti 
Devi passed away in 2003. 
Maalti Devi was the mother 
of Akhilesh Yadav. 

A 14-year-old Dalit boy was 
allegedly tied to a pole and 
badly beaten in the Chikka-
ballapur district of Karna-
taka on Thursday, the police 
said on Saturday.

The police said that the 
accused thrashed the vic-
tim after suspecting him of 
having committed theft. Ac-
cording to the police, the boy 
was allegedly assaulted by a 
group of upper caste people 
around 9.30 pm on Thurs-
day in Kempadenahalli vil-

lage, 80 km from Bengaluru. 
This was recorded in a video 
by the villages and widely 
circulated later on. 

Following the matter, 10 
people have been booked 
under the SC/ST Act. 

“A case has been registered 

maharaShtra 
Cm’S SeCUrity 
beefeD UP amiD 
Death threat
MuMbai: Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde’s security has 
been beefed up following 
inputs about a threat to his 
life. “i don’t pay attention 
to it. Our home dept and 
home minister Devendra 
Fadnavis are capable and 
we trust them. i won’t be 
scared of such threats, 
nobody can stop me from 
working for the public. i 
will continue to work 
for them,” said Shinde. 
Maharashtra Deputy Chief 
Minister and Home Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis 
on Sunday instructed 
police officials to tighten 
up Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde’s security in wake 
of repeated threats to the 
latter, said sources.

SNake iNterrUPtS 
iNDia-SoUth  
afriCa matCh 
GuwaHati: the second 
t20i between india and 
South africa had to be 
stopped after a snake 
invaded the cricket field, 
however, the match was 
resumed after a couple 
of minutes. while there 
were expectations of 
rain during the match, it 
was the snake who took 
the all highlights in the 
seventh over of india’s 
innings as the match was 
put on hold temporar-
ily. During the match, a 
couple of South african 
players pointed it out to 
KL Rahul and the on-field 
umpires. the ground staff 
then rushed in with the 
necessary equipment and 
sorted the problem in a 
couple of minutes. 

top of the day

The Maharashtra govern-
ment led by Eknath Shinde 
has issued issued a govern-
ment resolution (GR) mak-
ing it mandatory for all gov-
ernment employees to say 

‘Vande Mataram’ instead of 

‘Hello’ while receiving tele-
phone or mobile phone calls, 
saying that the word ‘hello’ 
is an imitation of Western 
culture. 

The employees working 
in the government or in 
government-funded insti-
tutions would use ‘Vande 
Mataram’ instead of ‘hello’ 

while receiving telephone 
or mobile phone calls from 
citizens or government offi-
cials, as per the government 
order. The GR issued by the 
General Administration De-
partment said that officials 
should also create aware-
ness among the people who 

Member of Parliament Kartikeya Sharma 
on Sunday was awarded ‘Champion of 
Change Haryana-2021’ title for his un-
matched contribution to Indian media. At 
a gala occasion, Governor of Haryana Ban-
daru  Dattatreya conferred the award to the 
young MP in presence of Haryana Chief 

Minister Manohar Lal Khattar. 
The Champions of Change event was or-

ganised by the Interactive Forum on Econ-
omy (IFIE) at the Hyatt Regency Hotel here. 
The award is given to personalities who 
have contributed in the fields of Gandhian 
values, cleanliness, social service, courage, 
and inclusive social development. It’s an 
annual award ceremony and this year 

Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot on Sunday 
said that he cannot forget 
those 102 MLAs who saved 

the Congress government in 
the 2020 political crisis. He 
alleged that Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) tried to wean 
away 102 MLAs by offering 
Rs 10 crore or more each to 
the MLAs who supported 

him. 
“How can the 102 MLAs 
who saved the government 
be forgotten? That’s why I 
had to apologize to Sonia 
Gandhi. BJP will try every 
time how to disturb the gov

Jammu and Kashmir: A 
day before Union Home 
minister Amit Shah is set to 
visit Jammu and Kashmir, 
a series of terror incidents 
rocked the Valley, killing 
1 terrorist and one police 
personnel and injuring 
one Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) jawan on 
Sunday. 

The incidents have put 
the security forces further 
on alert mode as the Union 
Home Minister is sched-
uled to begin his 3-day visit 
to Jammu and Kashmir 

from Monday. Shah will 
review the security situa-
tion, launch development 
projects, address two rallies, 
and offer prayers at Vaish-
no Devi temple.

In Pulwama, a Jammu and 
Kashmir Police personnel 
was killed and a (CRPF) 
jawan was injured in a ter-
rorist attack on a joint party 
of CRPF and police  

The police officer, Javid 
Ahmad Dar, was killed 
when terrorists opened fire 
on a joint party of police 
and CRPF in the Pinglena 
area of Pulwama. Another 
CRPF personnel was in
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in a major boost to the indian air Force’s 
combat prowess, the first batch of indige-
nously-developed Light Combat Helicopter 
(LCH) will be inducted into the iaF inven-
tory at a ceremony in Rajasthan’s Jodhpur 
on Monday which also mark the presence 
of Defence Minister Rajnath Singh. 

“the induction of these helicopters 
will be a big boost to the iaF’s combat 
prowess,” Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh tweeted. the new chopper get-

ting inducted into the force is capable 
of aerial combat and will help the force 
combat slow-moving aircraft, drones and 
armoured columns during conflicts.  the 
Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) met 
under the Chairmanship of prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on 30 March 2022, in New 
Delhi. the CCS had approved the procure-
ment of 15 LCH Limited Series production 
at the cost of Rs 3,887 Cr along with 

maDe-iN-iNDia Light Combat heLiCoPter 
to be iNDUCteD oN moNDay
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the award 
goes to the MP 
Kartikeya Shar-
ma for the pio-

neering role in shaping In-
dian media.  

Kartikeya Sharma said, 
“Change begins at home, 
and goes from one genera-
tion to another. Progress is 
impossible without change. 
Our Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has also brought 
many changes with ban on 
Triple Talaq, abrogation of 
Article 370, and Swachh 
Bharat Mission.”  

He also added, “Chief Min-
ister of Haryana Manohar 
Lal Khattar has also brought 
many changes by focusing 
on good governance, trans-
parency and high-tech edu-
cation. Today is the birth 
anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi. Let me remind you 

on this occasion that the 
Chief Minister also fought 
for the independence of the 
country and always fought 
for change in the state.”

Kartikeya Sharma is a 
young legislator with im-

mense potential and zeal to 
make a change in the society, 
especially for his state Hary-
ana. 

Since his debut in the Up-
per House of Indian Parlia-
ment, he has been constantly 

moving around the state 
reaching out to farmers, 
youth, women and a cross 
section of people. His motto 
is to be with the people and 
work for the people to im-
prove the quality of their life. 

Lean and mean 

shocking UncomPRomised

fataL RivaLRy

on aLeRt mode
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174 kiLLed in 
stamPede at footbaLL 
match in indonesia

Terror attacks in 
Kashmir ahead of amit 
Shah’s visit 

say ‘vande mataRam’ instead of ‘heLLo’: mahaRashtRa 
govt diRects officiaLs

Kartikeya Sharma awarded 
‘Champion of Change 
Haryana-2021’ title 

meet them to do 
the same. 
“The word ‘hello’ is an 
imitation of Western cul-

ture and just a “greeting without any 

specific meaning and does not evoke 
any affection,” GR said. 

Hitting back at the government 
over the decision, All India Majlis-
e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) 

MLA Waris Pathan said that the 
Shinde government is creating new 
drama just to distract the public 
from the real issues. 
“What will you do, if we do not say 

Vande Mataram? Will people get 
jobs by uttering Vande Mataram? 
Will farmers’ loans be forgiven? 
Inflation will come down?” Waris 
Pathan’s questioned the government. 

weaponry. 
As per the earli-

er plans, western 
and eastern land-

based commands along 
with a maritime theatre 
command were to be cre-
ated. Air Defence Command 
was also to be created and 
the Ladakh region was to be 
left out for the time being. 

However, the Indian Air 
Force while supporting the 
creation of theatre com-
mands expressed its views 
against creating too many 
of them which could lead 
to the division of its existing 
assets like fighter aircraft. 

It was also against any 
land or maritime com-
mands and wanted the-
atres to be created to deal 
with specific threats from 
different sides. 

After the demise of Gen 
Rawat, these studies and 

presentations by the three 
forces have continued and 
presentations on the mat-

ter have been given to the 
top brass of the defence 
ministry. 

With CDS Gen Chauhan 
in office now, the creation 
of these commands is likely 

to gain momentum and de-
cisions in this regard are 
expected to be taken soon.

under IPC sections 
143 (unlawful assembly), 
147 (rioting), 323 (volun-
tarily causing hurt), 354 

(assault to woman with intent to 
outrage modesty), 355 (assault to 
dishonour person), 341 (wrongful 
restraint), 448 (punishment for 
false mark), 504 (intentional insult 
to provoke breach of peace), 506 
(criminal intimidation) and 149 
(prosecution of common object) 
and under sections 3(1)(r), 3(1)(s) 
and 3(1)(z) of the SC and ST (Pre-
vention of Atrocities) Amendment 
Act of 2015,” the police official said. 

The FIR names 10 persons as the 
accused-Narayanaswamy, Naveen, 
Doddegowda, Harish, Ambika and 
five others-and states that they tied 
the boy to a pole and assaulted him.

Chintamani Rural Police have re-

corded the statements of the victim 
boy and his mother. 

In another video shot by villager 
residents, the boy’s mother Rath-
namma said that the accused broke 
into their home and dragged her son 
outside. When she questioned them, 
they attacked her too. “They beat 
him with chappals and thrashed 
me.”
“They asked us which caste we be-
long to and said that people of our 
caste shouldn’t live in their village 
and that we should all be killed,” 
said Rathnamma, who also said that 
the accused screamed casteist slurs 
against her family. She added that 
the accused boasted that they would 
not get into trouble for their actions, 

“They said no one can stop them.”
A video of the purported inci-

dent, which took place on the night 

of Thursday, September 29, was 
shot by villager residents and later 
shared online, following which the 
police took cognisance and regis-
tered a First Information Report 
(FIR) under the Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention 
of Atrocities) Act. 

The FIR names 10 persons as 
the accused — Narayanaswamy, 
Naveen, Doddegowda, Harish, Am-
bika and five others — and states 
that they tied the boy to a pole and 
assaulted him.

In another video shot by vil-
lager residents, the boy’s mother 
Rathnamma said that the accused 
broke into their home and dragged 
her son outside. When she ques-
tioned them, they attacked her too. 

“They beat him with chappals and 
thrashed me.”

“They asked us which caste we be-
long to and said that people of our 
caste shouldn’t live in their village 
and that we should all be killed,” 
said Rathnamma, who also said 
that the accused screamed casteist 
slurs against her family. She added 
that the accused boasted that they 
would not get into trouble for their 
actions, “They said no one can stop 
them.”

Speaking to TNM, Chikkaballa-
pura Superintendent of Police (SP) 
Nagesh DL said, “We have arrested 
three among the 10 accused and the 
investigation is ongoing.”

The Mother of the boy also said 
that she was not even aware of 
why they were beaten and treated 
so badly. Both mother and son are 
undergoing treatment in hospital at 
Chickaballapur. 

New CDS asks 3 defence forces to 
work on theatre commands

Suspected of theft, Dalit boy tied to 
electric pole, thrashed in Karnataka 

Rajasthan battLe 
stiLL aLive: gehLot says 
can’t foRget 102 mLas 
Who saved govt in 2020

ernment. 
They were feed-
ing sweets to our 
MLAs,” Gehlot 

told mediapersons. 
“How can I forget the favour 
of those 102 people? There 
were offers of Rs 10 crore 
each on exiting the hotel. Lat-
er this amount increased. In 
many states, the government 
changed through horse trad-
ing. However, they could not 
succeed in Rajasthan. Such 
a big crisis came but with 
everyone’s cooperation, we 
were successful. So how can 
I forget them?” he added. 

Attacking the legislators 
who had revolted against 
him in 2020, he said they 
were hand-in-glove with 
the BJP. 

Without naming Sachin Pi-
lot, Gehlot indicated that he 
should be investigated for 
anti-party activities. He said, 

“It should be looked into as to 
why there was resentment 
among MLAs over the name 
of a new Chief Minister in 
the state.” 

Last week, MLAs loyal to 
him threatened to resign 
over Pilot being a possible 
replacement for the post of 
CM, leading to a big crisis in 
Rajasthan that embarrassed 

the party high command in 
Delhi. 

Ashok Gehlot would’ve had 
to give up his post in keeping 
with the party’s “one person, 
one post” policy. More than 
80 MLAs owing allegiance 
to Gehlot gathered at assem-
bly speaker CP Joshi’s place 
and submitted their resig-
nation to protest any move 
by the central observers to 
select the Rajasthan CM’s 
bete noire Sachin Pilot, who 
had led a revolt against him 
in 2020.

On the question regard-
ing the election of the Na-
tional President of Congress, 
he said that Mallikarjun 
Kharge is rich in experience 
and a person of a clean heart. 
Shashi Tharoor is also a 
good person but Kharge has 
a long experience in the or-
ganization. “There will be a 
unilateral victory (of Kharge) 
for the post of president,” he 
declared. 

On being asked whether 
there can be a change of 
guard in Rajasthan, Gehlot 
said that it is for the party’s 
high command to decide. “I 
am doing my work and if a 
decision has to be taken, it is 
for the party high command 
to take,” he said. 

vaded the 
p i t c h  t o 

express their frus-
tration, police said. 

Officers fired 
tear gas to control the situ-
ation, triggering a stampede 
and cases of suffocation, 
East Java police chief Nico 
Afinta told reporters. 

Meanwhile, Indonesian 
President Joko Widodo on 
Sunday ordered a safety re-
view of the country’s football 
matches.  

As reported by Sky News, 
Indonesia’s chief security 
minister, Mahfud MD, has 
said on social media that the 
stadium was filled beyond 
capacity. 

While the sporting venue 

is only supposed to hold 
38,000 people, he claimed 
42,000 tickets had been is-
sued. 

Indonesia’s football league 
had said games would be 
suspended for a week - but 
Widodo has ordered all 
matches to be postponed 
until the investigation is con-
cluded, reported Sky News. 

Arema has also been 
banned from hosting match-
es for the rest of the season. 
Further sanctions could fol-
low. There have been previ-
ous outbreaks of trouble at 
matches in Indonesia, with 
an intense rivalry between 
clubs sometimes sparking 
violence between support-
ers. 

jured in the attack, which 
took place around 1500 

hrs. The injured personnel was 
immediately evacuated to the 
hospital as senior police officers 

with reinforcements reached the terror 
crime spot.
“Terrorists fired upon joint naka party of 
CRPF and Police at Pinglana, Pulwama. In 
this #terror attack, 01 Police personnel got 
martyred and 01 CRPF personnel got in-
jured. Reinforcement sent. 

The area is being cordoned. Further de-
tails shall follow,” the Kashmir Zone Police 
said in a tweet.
“We pay our rich tributes to the martyr for 
his supreme sacrifices made in the line of 
duty. 

We stand by the martyr’s family at this 
crucial juncture and pray for the speedy 
recovery of the injured personnel,” said the 
police. An investigation into the incident is 
underway to establish the full circumstanc-
es of the attack.

Earlier during the day, a local terrorist of 
Lashkar-e-Taiba was neutralised in a joint 

operation of police and the security forces in 
Baskuchan area of Sophian. 

The terrorist was identified as Naseer Ah-
mad Bhat of Nowpura Baskuchan, Sophian.  
A joint cordon and search operation was 
launched by the police, Army (44R) and 
CRPF (178Bn) in the village Baskuchan, 
based on a specific input generated by po-
lice in the area.

During the search operation, as the joint 
search party approached the suspected spot, 
the hiding terrorist fired indiscriminately 
upon them, which was retaliated against 
effectively, leading to an encounter. The po-
lice have recovered incriminating materials, 
arms and ammunition, including one AK 
rifle, from the site of the encounter.

Police said, that all the recovered materi-
als have been taken into case records for fur-
ther investigation and a case has been regis-
tered under relevant sections of law.

The police have urged the public to coop-
erate until the area has been sanitised and 
cleared of any explosive materials.

The area has been cordoned off and 
searches in the area are going on. 

on the radar
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tejashWi’s no 
to cmshiP 
The leaders of the 
JD(U) got anxious after 
RJD state president 
Jagadanand Singh’s as-
sertion about Tejashwi 
Yadav  becoming the 
chief minister in 2023. 
With such specula-
tion around, the Bihar 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Tejashwi Yadav clari-
fied that he was not in 
a hurry to occupy the 
CM’s seat and advised 
RJD leaders to refrain 
from making such 
statements. Singh 
had said that Nitish 
will devote himself to 
national politics by 2023 
when Yadav will take 
over as his successor 
as the CM. However, 
Upendra Kushwaha 
asserted that the state 
RJD president›s words 
were not indicative of 
any clashes with the 
JD(U) and discarded the 
claim of BJP leaders 
like former deputy CM 
Sushil Kumar Modi that 
a deal has been struck 
between the two Maha-
gathbandhan partners.

Regaining 
Lost gRoUnd, 
mayaWati Way
Amid high political 
drama in Rajasthan, 
BSP chief Mayawati 
launched an operation 
to regain lost ground in 
the state by opening the 
doors of her party to the 
leaders and workers 
who had defected to 
the Congress after the 
2018 assembly election. 
Akash Anand, Mayawa-
ti’s nephew, asserted 
that the senior leaders 
who had defected to 
the Congress have also 
given green signal to 
return to the BSP. To 
strengthen the organ-
isation before assembly 
elections, the BSP has 
decided to divide its 
Rajasthan unit in two 
zones as per Mayawati’s 
direction. Sixteen dis-
tricts will comprise one 
zone and the remaining 
17 districts would be 
included in the second 
zone. The BSP had won 
six seats in the 2018 
assembly elections and 
extended unconditional 
support to the Congress 
government. In 2019, six 
BSP MLAs defected to 
the Congress.

next LoP 
digvijaya 
singh?
Congress leader 
Mallikarjun Kharge 
resigned as the leader of 
opposition of Rajya Sab-
ha after filing his nomi-
nation for the congress 
president post. He met 
Congress president 
Sonia Gandhi and sub-
mitted his resignation in 
line with the party’s one 
Leader One Post prin-
cipal. P Chidambaram 
and Digvijaya Singh are 
in the race to succeed 
Kharge as the LoP. But 
the buzz is that the post 
may go to Digvijaya 
Singh who belongs to 
Madhya Pradesh where 
assembly elections are 
due for next year and he 
may have great influ-
ence on northern india.

structure sanctions 
worth Rs 377 Cr.  Of the 15 
limited series production 
helicopters approved, 10 

are for the IAF and five for the army. It 
can land and take off from an altitude 
of 5,000 metres with weapons and 
fuel, the officials said. 

The choppers have been flown 
extensively in Ladakh and the desert 
sector to meet the requirements 
of the armed forces. The IAF has 
inducted multiple helicopters to its 
fleet in the last three-four years with 
the induction of the Chinooks, Apache 
attack helicopters and now the LCHs.

“This helicopter is equipped with 
requisite agility, manoeuvrability, 
extended range, high altitude per-
formance and around-the-clock, all-

weather combat capability to perform 
roles of Combat Search and Rescue 
(CSAR), Destruction of Enemy Air 
Defence (DEAD), Counter Insurgency 
(CI) operations, against slow-moving 
aircraft and Remotely Piloted Aircraft 
(RPAs), high altitude bunker busting 
operations, Counter Insurgency op-
erations in jungle and urban environ-

ments and support to ground forces 
and would be a potent platform to 
meet the operational requirements of 
Indian Air Force & Indian Army,” read 
a government press release. 

State-of-the-art technologies and 
systems compatible with stealth 
features such as reduced Visual, 
Aural, Radar and IR signatures and 
crashworthiness features for better 
survivability have been integrated in 
LCH for deployment in combat roles 
catering to emerging needs for the 
next 3 to 4 decades. 

Several key aviation technologies 
like Glass Cockpit and composite 
airframe structures have been indi-
genised. The future Series Production 
version will consist of further modern 
& indigenous systems.

Bandaru  Dattatreya, Governor of Haryana conferred the award to Kartikeya Sharma, Member of 
Parliament in presence of Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar. 

made-in-india Light combat heLicoPteR to be indUcted on monday
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TOP OF THE DAY

AJAY BHADOO NEW 
DEPUTY ELECTION 
COMMISSIONER  
NEW DELHI: The Ap-
pointments Committee 
of the Cabinet on Sunday 
approved the appointment 
of Ajay Bhadoo as Deputy 
Election Commissioner of 
the Election Commission 
of India. "Appointment 
of Ajay Bhadoo, lAS, as 
Deputy Election Commis-
sioner, Election Com-
mission of India, from the 
date of assumption of the 
charge of the post, for an 
overall tenure of five years 
upto 24/07/2024 or until 
further orders, whichever 
is earlier," a press release 
by the Secretariat of the 
Appointments Committee 
of the Cabinet read. Back 
in July 2020, he was ap-
pointed as Joint Secretary 
to former President Ram 
Nath Kovind.  

MORE THAN 600 
RSS MEMBERS 
STAGE MARCH IN 
PUDUCHERRY
PUDUCHERRY: More than 
600 Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (RSS) 
members staged a march 
in Puducherry on Sunday. 
Nama Shivayam, the 
Home Minister of Puduch-
erry; Sai Saravankumar, 
the Puducherry Civil Sup-
plies Minister; and Selva 
Ganapathy, Puducherry 
MP also participated in the 
march. Other than them, 
Puducherry BJP State 
President Swaminathan 
and RSS District President 
Sreenivasan were also 
present in the march. RSS 
had also sought permis-
sion to hold a rally across 
Tamil Nadu, but the State 
government refused to 
give permission for the 
rally citing law and order 
and security reasons. 

WILL NOT 
CHALLENGE 
COURT ORDER ON 
DUSSEHRA RALLY: 
SHINDE 
MUMBAI: Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde on Sunday said 
that they will not challenge 
the Bombay High Court's 
decision in the Supreme 
Court for allowing the Ud-
dhav Thackeray-led Shiv 
Sena faction to Dussehra 
rally at Shivaji Park in 
Mumbai. "We respect the 
Bombay High Court's 
decision and will not 
challenge it in Supreme 
Court," said Shinde. Ear-
lier on September 23, the 
Bombay High Court ruled 
in favour of the Shiv Sena 
and allowed the Uddhav 
Thackeray faction to hold 
the Dussehra rally at the 
Shivaji Park. 

MYANMAR 
NATIONAL 
ARRESTED IN 
MIZORAM WITH 
1.24 CR 
AIZAWL: Two people 
were arrested including a 
Myanmar national, as the 
Special Narcotics Police 
Station team of Mizoram 
seized 248.36 grams of 
heroin valued over Rupees 
1.24 crores. The police 
informed that the team of 
the Special Narcotic police 
station had received secret 
information. Based on that, 
it launched an operation 
at Durtlang Leitan, Selesih 
road area on Saturday. As 
per the police, 19 soap 
cases containing 248.36 
grams of heroin, which 
were worth Rs.24 crores. 
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ALL OVER PRAYER 

PM Modi speaks to Akhilesh 
Yadav, enquires about Mulayam 
Singh Yadav's health

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday spoke 
to Samajwadi Party (SP) 
chief Akhilesh Yadav and 
enquired about his father 
Mulayam Singh Yadav's 
health who was admitted 
to a hospital in Gurugram 
with severe ailments. 

The sources said that PM 
Modi said whatever pos-
sible assistance is required, 
he is there to help. Former 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav is in the Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU) at Medanta hos-
pital in Gurugram. How-
ever, his condition is stable. 

Akhilesh Yadav is also at 
the hospital where his fa-
ther has been admitted.

Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh also spoke to 
Akhilesh Yadav to enquire 
about his father's health. 

"Spoke to SP chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav after informa-
tion about the ill health of 
his father Mulayam Singh 
Yadav was received. I pray 
to God that he gets well 
soon," tweeted Singh. 

Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi also wished for a 
speedy recovery of the for-
mer Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister. "The news of ill 
health of Mulayam Singh ji 
was received. I wish him a 
speedy recovery," tweeted 
Rahul Gandhi. 

Meanwhile, SP leader 
Rakesh Yadav said that to-
day Mulayam Singh's oxy-
gen levels was decreased a 
little bit but as per doctors, 
there is no need to worry.

"Mulayam Singh Yadav's 
health is stable. Today, his 
oxygen levels decreased a 
little bit but as per doctors, 
there is no need to worry. 
His routine checkup is 
being done daily," said 

Rakesh Yadav. 
Earlier, Uttar Pradesh 

Deputy Chief Minister Ke-
shav Prasad Maurya also 
wished for the speedy re-
covery of Mulayam Singh. 
"Information was received 
through the media about 
the deteriorating health of 
former Chief Minister of 
UP, Mulayam Singh Yadav 
ji, I wish and pray to God 
for his speedy recovery!" 
Maurya said in a tweet. 

Mulayam Singh referred 
to as Netaji- founded the 
Samajwadi Party. He cur-
rently represents the 
Mainpuri constituency 
in the Lok Sabha. Born 
on November 22, 1939, 
Yadav is one of the most 
prominent leaders of Ut-
tar Pradesh who served as 
the Chief Minister of Ut-
tar Pradesh thrice and has 
also served in the Union 
Government as the Minis-
ter of Defence.

AJAY JANDYAL 
JAMMU

MAJOR SUCCESS 

TERRORIST BEHIND UDHAMPUR 
TWIN BLAST ARRESTED

Police have arrested Lash-
kar-e-Taiba terrorist Aslam 
Sheikh in the Udhampur  
twin blast case that took 
place on 28 and 29 Septem-
ber in Udhampur district of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

According to the police, 
the terrorist linked with 
LeT had confessed of plac-
ing the IED’s in both the 
buses at the Ramnagar bus 
stand at around 3 p.m., on 
the directions of his  han-
dler Mohammed Amin 
Bhat alias Khubaib, who 
is a resident of Doda and 
presently lives in Pakistan. 

Two blasts occurred 
in parked buses, one at 
Baigra Petrol pump near 
Domail Chowk in which 
two civilian were injured 

and the other at an old bus 
stand in Udhampur. Ad-
ditional Director General 
of Police Jammu, Mukesh 
Singh said that during the 
course of the investigation, 
some suspects in the area 
were rounded up and were 
put to sustained question-
ing to get any clues regard-
ing the blast.

"Mohamad Amin Bhat is 
involved in these blasts. He 
is settled in Pakistan. He 
contacted a surrender ter-
rorist named Aslam Seikh 
through social media apps 
and motivated him to car-
ry out attacks in Jammu 
province ahead of a VVIP 
visit. He provided him 3 
sticky bombs and 4 IEDs 
through a drone which he 
received at Hiranagar sec-
tor international border 
near in Kathua district."

He further said that 
five IEDs including three 
sticky bombs have been 
recovered. Suspect Mo-
hammed Aslam was in 
contact with a Pakistan-
based handler for quite 
some time 

 "On September 23, as per 
the direction of the han-
dler, the suspect received 
a consignment from the 
Dayala Chak area and took 
it to his home on Septem-
ber 24. Further, he kept 
the said consignment at 
his home, on September 
28 again on the direction of 
handler Khubaib, the sus-
pect took two IEDs to the 
Ramnagar bus stand, acti-
vated and kept one each in 
the side cabin of Udham-
pur bound buses, and 
returned back”, Mukesh 
further added. 

TDG NETWORK
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PROTEST 

India terms vandalism 
of Bhagvad Gita park in 
Canada as ‘hate crime’

Calling it a "hate crime", the 
Indian High Commission in 
Canada condemned the van-
dalism of the Bhagvad Gita 
park in Toronto and demand-
ed a probe into the matter. 

The development comes 
as a recently unveiled Shri 
Bhagavad Gita Park sign 
was vandalized in Canada's 
Brampton on Saturday. Tak-
ing note of the incident, the 
Indian High Commission 
in Canada condemned the 
"hate crime" and exhorted 
Canadian authorities to in-
vestigate the matter and take 
immediate action. 

It tweeted, "We condemn 
the hate crime at the Shri 

Bhagvad Gita Park in Bramp-
ton. We urge Canadian au-
thorities & Peel Regional 
Police to investigate and take 
prompt action on the perpe-
trators." 

Confirming the news, the 
Mayor of Brampton, Patrick 
Brown tweeted, "We are 
aware that the recently un-
veiled Shri Bhagavad Gita 
Park sign has been vandal-
ized. We have zero tolerance 
for this. We have flagged this 
to Peel Regional Police for 
further investigation. Our 
Parks department is working 
to resolve and correct the sign 
as soon as possible." 

On 1 October, Patrick 
Brown, Councillors, and 
members of the community 
gathered to unveil the renam-

ing of Brampton's Troyers 
Park to Shri Bhagavad Gita 
Park. Brampton is a Mosaic, 
and this renaming commem-
orates the Hindu community 
and all they contribute to the 
city, the City of Brampton 
said. 

Incidentally, India had 
on 23 September issued an 
advisory for Indian nation-
als and students in Canada 
to remain vigilant amid in-
creasing incidents of crimes 
and anti-India activities in 
the country. In a statement, 
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) said Indian mis-
sions in Canada have taken 
up these incidents with the 
Canadian authorities and re-
quested them to probe these 
crimes. 

OLD GUARD 

Congress leader and 
MP Mal l ikar jun 
Kharge, one of the 

candidates in the party's 
presidential election, on 
Sunday made it clear that the 
G23 camp no longer exists 
and all leaders are united to 
fight against Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) and Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). 

Asserting that he has not 
entered the polls to oppose 
anyone, Kharge announced 
his "official start" to the elec-
tion campaign on Sunday. 
"There is no G23 camp now. 
All leaders (of G23) want to 
work together to stay united 
and fight against BJP-RSS. 
This is the reason they are 
supporting me," said Kharge. 

He further said that he is 
contesting for the Congress 
president post because se-
nior leaders of the party en-
couraged him to contest. 

"Many senior leaders of 
the party have supported 
my nomination for Congress 
president post. Many leaders 
of the party told me that I 
should contest the elections. 

Due to their encouragement, 
I am contesting the elections 
today," said Congress MP.

Kharge, who entered the 
fray in the eleventh hour, 
was seen flanked by Man-
ish Tewari, Anand Sharma, 
Prithviraj Chavan and Bhu-
pinder Hooda when he sub-
mitted the form for the presi-
dential race. 

G-23 leaders had written 
to Sonia Gandhi in August 
2020 seeking structural 
changes in the party and 
even questioned the pro-
cess of electing 9000-odd 
delegates who make up the 

electoral college of the Con-
gress president. 

Notably, the 80-year-old 
leader had received sup-
port from nearly 30 Con-
gress leaders, including 
Deepender Hooda, Salman 
Khurshid, Ashok Gehlot, 
Digvijaya Singh, Manish 
Tewari, Prithviraj Chavan, 
and several others. 

"The day I filed my nomi-
nation, I submitted resigna-
tion from my post, aligning 
with the 'One Person One 
Post' decision of the party 
taken in Udaipur. I officially 
begin my campaign for the 

post of Congress party pres-
ident today," Kharge said 
while addressing a press 
conference with other three 
Congress leaders Gourav 
Vallabh, Deepender S Hooda 
and Syed Naseer Hussain, 
here. 

Kharge tendered his resig-
nation as the Leader of Op-
position (LoP) in the Rajya 
Sabha on Saturday as he 
filed nomination papers to 
contest the post of president 
of his party a day before. 

Apart from Kharge, G23 
leader Shashi Tharoor has 
also filed his nomination 
for the post. Gourav Val-
labh also announced his 
resignation from the post 
of the official spokesperson 
of the party to campaign for 
Kharge in Congress' internal 
elections.

"All three of us (Con-
gress leaders Gourav Val-
labh, Deepender S Hooda 
and Syed Naseer Hussain) 
resigned from the post of 
official spokespersons to 
campaign for the election of 
Mallikarjun Kharge as party 
president and want this elec-
tion to be free and fair," Val-
labh said. 

No G23 camp, Congress 
united to fight against 
BJP: Kharge
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Mallikarjun Kharge 

PROMISING CHANGE 

As the congress presidential 
polls draws closer, Thiru-
vanthapuram MP Shashi 
Tharoor, who is in the fray 
for Congress President, on 
Sunday said that he repre-
sented a change in the party 
which a leader like Mallikar-
jun Kharge could not bring.

While addressing the party 
workers at Mahatma Gan-
dhi memorial in Nagpur, 
he said that the Congress 
presidential polls are not 
war, but only he can bring 
the required changes in the 
party. “We are not enemies, 
it’s not war. Some people are 
saying that Kharge Ji is a se-
nior leader, and why don’t I 
get out of the race for him? 
I respect Kharge Ji, but it’s a 
poll for our party and its fu-
ture. There are differences 
in the way we want to take 
the party forward,” Tharoor 
said.

“Kharge Ji is a part of our 
leadership, and other than 
the Gandhi family he is 
among the top three leaders 
of the Congress party. But 
leaders like him can’t bring 
change and will continue 
the existing system. I will 

bring the change as per the 
expectations of party work-
ers”; Tharoor further added.

Tharoor stressed that the 
contest between him and 
Kharge is “not a battle” and 
it should be left upon the 
congress workers to choose 
between the two. “This isn’t 
a battle...Let party workers 
choose, that’s our message. 
I’m saying that if you’re 
satisfied with the party’s 
work, vote for Kharge Sa-
hab. If you want a change, 
I’m there. But there is no 
ideological problem. There 

will not be any change in 
the message of the Congress 
party” he said. 

Noting that the Central 
leadership in the party is 
taking all the decisions, 
Tharoor emphasised on 
giving rights to the lower 
levels of the organisation to 
take decisions. “All the deci-
sions are being taken in New 
Delhi these days. It would be 
good for the party if the right 
to take decisions is given to 
the grassroots at the levels of 
the blocks, Zilla and states”; 
he said.

THAROOR SAYS KHARGE 
NOT ENEMY, BUT CANNOT 
BRING CHANGE 
TDG NETWORK 
SAHARANPUR

Shashi Tharoor 
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HEADWAY 

SIT claims motive 
behind crime is clear in 
Ankita murder case 

As the three-day Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) 
remand of the three ac-
cused in the Ankita Bhan-
dari murder case ended on 
Sunday, the probe agency 
informed that they have 
been successful in find-
ing the motive behind the 
crime. 

The SIT has not revealed 
the motive so far but they 
have successfully cracked 
the case. The SIT in charge 
Renuka Devi said that the 
investigation in the An-
kita murder case has pro-
gressed a lot and the state-
ments of several witnesses 
have been recorded. 

"We have conducted a 
thorough interrogation of 
the accused. We will fur-

ther probe as we get more 
evidence. What is the mo-
tive of the incident and 
how the incident was hap-
pened has been inquired 
by our team. We have been 
successful in finding the 
motive behind the crime. 
We had taken a three-day 
remand of the accused. 

The three accused have 
been questioned a lot." 

She further said that the 
Deputy Inspector General 
of Police (DIG) said that 
the SIT has got enough 
evidence. "Patwari Vaib-
hav has not been arrested 
yet. Further action will be 
taken on the basis of evi-
dence. The DIG said that 
the investigation so far 
has come a long way about 
what is the motive of the 
incident. Enough evidence 
has been found. If the re-
mand of the accused is 
needed again, the remand 
will be taken," Renuka 
Devi added. 

Further, the main cul-
prits of the Ankita murder 
case were brought back to 
the district jail Khadusain 
after three days of police 
remand. 

Ankita Bhandari

CHANGE IN COMMITTEE 

SHINDE-LED 
SENA MP TO 
REPLACE 
THAROOR AS 
HOUSE PANEL 
CHIEF 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

Ekanth Shinde-led fac-
tion of Shiv Sena is likely 
to get the chairmanship of 
the standing committee 
for Communications and 
Information Technology 
which is currently chaired 
by Congress Lok Sabha MP 
Shashi Tharoor.

It is learnt that Shiv Sena 
is going to nominate MP 
Prataprao Jadhav for the 
post. "Our party has been 
offered the chairmanship 
of the IT committee and, 
after consultation with top 
leaders, we have decided to 
nominate Jadhav," the Sena 
sources said.

Prataprao Jadhav is a Lok 
Sabha MP from the Buld-
hana constituency in Ma-
harashtra. Jadhav was one 
of the many Shiv Sena MPs 
who jumped into the re-
bellion ship led by Eknath 
Shinde.

The standing commit-
tees for both Lok Sabha 
and Rajya Sabha are likely 
to be reconstituted in the 
coming days and the main 
opposition party, Congress, 
is likely to lose out on sev-
eral communities where 
the chairman was from 
their party, including the 
IT committee.

Notably, several opposi-
tion MPs, including Karti 
Chidambaram, John Brit-
tas, and others, have writ-
ten to Lok Sabha Speaker 
Om Birla, requesting for 
the continuation of Thar-
oor as the chairman of the 
IT panel.

The Standing Committee 
for Communications and 
Information Technology 
has been a point of friction 
between the ruling BJP MPs 
and the Opposition MPs led 
by Chairman Tharoor.
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A day after the launch of 
5G mobile services in India, 
Telecommunication Min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw on 
Sunday said India will take 
a lead in 6G as it is Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
desire to take a global lead in 
the sixth-generation wireless 
technology.

Ashwini Vaishnaw was 
also present during the 
launch of 5G yesterday, 
along with industrialists 
Mukesh Ambani, Kumar 
Mangalam Birla, and Sunil 

Bharti Mittal.
Commerce minister Piy-

ush Goyal on Saturday said 
the roll-out of 5G in the 
country was a “very big con-
fidence booster” for India’s 
aspirations for growth and 
added that the enthusiasm 
surrounding the launch is 
truly empowering.

Vaishnaw also emphasised 
that the most important 
study groups for  the 
future development of 
5G and sixth-generation 
(6 G)  m o b i l e  sys t e m s 
under the International 
Telecommunications Union 
are now being chaired by 

Indian delegates.
Chieftains of the telecom 

sector on Saturday showed 
solid unity behind the Prime 
Minister’s vision of revolu-
tionising the sector through 
5G technology. Reliance In-
dustries Chairman Muke-
sh Ambani, Bharti Airtel 
Chairman Sunil Bharti Mit-
tal and Aditya Birla Group 
Chairman Kumar Man-
galam Birla joined PM Modi 
at the launch of 5G services.

6G is the sixth-generation 
mobile system standard cur-
rently under development 
for wireless communica-
tions technologies support-

ing cellular data networks. 
It is the planned successor 
to 5G and will likely be sig-
nificantly faster.

Like its predecessors, 6G 
networks will probably be 
broadband cellular net-
works in which the service 
area is divided into small 
geographical areas called 
cells. Several companies 
such as Anritsu, NTT Doco-
mo, Keysight, Fly, Nokia, Er-
icsson, Huawei, Samsung, 
LG, Apple, Xiaomi, Jio, Air-
tel, and research institutes 
like the Technology Innova-
tion Institute have shown 
interest in 6G networks.    

TECHNOLOGICAL STRIDES 

AfTER 5G LAuNCH, TELECOm mINISTER 
CONfIDENT Of INDIA’S LEAD IN 6G
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SOfT DIPLOmACY?

External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar and several 
foreign envoys to India, in-
cluding from Denmark and 
Afghanistan, took part in the 
massive Navratri celebra-
tions underway in Vadodara 
in Gujarat and praised India’s 
rich culture and heritage.

They shared their excite-
ment after participating in 
the festivities, which saw 
thousands of people perform 
Garba, a popular dance form 
held during Navaratri. With 
the presence of foreign del-
egates, the well-organised 
event likely bolstered India’s 
soft-power image across the 
globe.

“I am so full of joy and hap-
piness. I wish all Indians 

across the world a happy 
Navratri and may the light 
break the darkness,” Dan-
ish Ambassador Freddy 
Svane said.

“It’s so fantastic, so amaz-
ing, it is just awesome. This is 
incredible India indeed, I just 
love it,” said the High Com-

missioner of the Republic of 
Botswana to India, Gilbert 
Shimane Mangole.

At the event on Saturday, 
External Affairs Minister 
Jaishankar also performed 
an ‘aarti’ of Maa Durga.

“It is a matter of pride that 
we have come here with offi-

cials from different countries. 
As the Navratri festival is on, 
they will spend the day en-
joying festivities. They are ex-
cited to see the development 
here, “ Jaishankar said after 
meeting the delegates and 
ambassadors.

Russian Ambassador De-
nis Alipov also attended the 
festivities and called himself 
“Russie Rajdoot”. “Bohot 
shaandar mahotsav hai (It’s 
an incredible festival),” he 
added.

The High Commissioner 
of the Republic of Fiji, Kam-
lesh Prakash, was amazed to 
participate in Garba. He said, 
“Garba shows why people 
in Gujarat are happy, Modi 
magic is, of course, there to 
galvanise people like a mag-
net.”

TDG NeTwork
VaDoDara 

Jaishankar joins envoys 
for Navratri celebrations
in Gujarat 

Jaishankar with diplomats at the Navratri celebrations. 

The government on Sunday 
clarified that there is suffi-
cient food grain stock avail-
able in the country and the 
prices of wheat, atta, and rice 
are under control. The Minis-
try of Consumer Affairs, Food 
and Public Distribution said 
the government regularly 
monitors the prices of essen-
tial commodities and takes 
corrective measures when-

ever required. 
The government has ex-

tended the Pradhan Mantri 
Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana 

(PMGKAY) for three months 
till December 2022 to ensure 
that the poor and needy do 
not face any hardships during 
the festival season. The min-
istry said that wheat and rice 
reported a decrease in retail 
and wholesale prices, and the 
prices of atta remained stable 
during the last week. The 
government said it had taken 
proactive steps to avoid any 
further price rise and export 
regulations were imposed in 
the case of wheat and rice. 

ESSENTIAL COmmODITIES 

ENOuGH fOOD GRAIN STOCk AvAILAbLE: GOvT
TDG NeTwork
New Delhi  

 A worker carries a sack of wheat grain to store it. (File photo) 

The appointment of General 
Anil Chauhan as the second 
Chief of Defence Staff of 
the Indian Defence Forces 
comes around 10 months 
after the death of his prede-
cessor, General Bipin Rawat, 
who died in a Mi-17 crash 
over the Nilgiri hills in Tamil 
Nadu while moving towards 
the Defence Services Staff 
College there.

Sources in the security 
establishment said that the 
government had seen the 
mettle of the officer dur-
ing his various stints in the 
army and post-retirement 

too.
Speaking about the role 

played by General Chauhan 

in service, sources said that 
he was the Director Gen-
eral of Military Operations 

(DGMO) of the Indian Army 
at the time of the Balakot air 
strikes on 26 February 2019.

After the strikes, General 
Chauhan, as the DGMO at 
that time, carried out the de-
ployment of troops to deter 
the Pakistan Army from at-
tempting any misadventure 
on the ground.

The Indian Air Force had 
successfully fired missiles 
on terrorist infrastructure 
created inside Pakistan. 
However, the Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed (JeM) facility was 
the main target of the aerial 
strikes, mainly involving 
the Mirage-2000 fighter air-
craft, where terrorists had 
gathered for training.

APPOINTmENT 

What makes Gen Anil Chauhan 
right pick for the role of CDS 

CDS Anil Chauhan
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TOP OF THE DAY

PUNJABI SINGER 
ALFAAZ ATTACKED
CHANDIGARH:  After Sidhu 
Moosewala attack, one 
more Punjabi singer at-
tacked brutally. Yo YO Honey 
Singh’s brother and Punjabi 
Singer Alfaaz allegedly got 
attacked by some goons at 
wee hours of 2nd Oct and 
tried thrashed under the 
car. He was attacked when 
he was crossing Landran 
Banur Road of Punjab. 
Alfaaz reportedly suffered 
ear injury and got oper-
ated in Mohali based Fortis 
Hospital. As per reports he 
is stable and Punjab Police 
is investigating the case.

THREE ARRESTED 
FOR CONSPIRACY 
IN TERROR 
ATTACKS IN 
HYDERABAD
HYDERABAD: Hyderabad 
City Police on Sunday ar-
rested three people includ-
ing Abdul Zahed who was 
involved in several terror-
related cases in Hyderabad 
for allegedly being involved 
in clandestine activities 
and conspiring to hurl 
grenades on public gather-
ings. As per the police, the 
intelligence units received 
specific information that 
Abdul Zahed along with his 
associates has received a 
consignment of four hand 
grenades and was going to 
carry out sensational ter-
ror attacks in Hyderabad, 
Telangana. The intelligence 
team acted swiftly and ap-
prehended three persons 
from Malakpet Sunday. The 
three arrested accused 
have been identified as 
Abdul Zahed, Mohammad 
Sameeuddin and Maaz 
Hasan Farooq, all three 
residents of Hyderabad.

MULTI-ACCESS 
INTERNET OF 
THINGS DEVICE 
LAUNCHED
NEW DELHI: Giving an 
impetus to the 'Make in India 
mission' pitched by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
Telecom Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw launched Senso-
rise's SenseIT Energy MAID, 
a multi-access Internet of 
Things (IoT) device, which 
helps in bridging the gaps in 
infrastructure, technology 
and services with a diligent 
contribution to regulations to 
drive machine-to-machine 
(M2M) adoption in India. The 
new technology is a 'Make in 
India' IoT solution launched 
under the Atmanirbhar 
Bharat drive of the govern-
ment, showcasing Indian 
technical competencies har-
monised to global standards. 

POWERED BY 5G, 
AIRTEL UNVEILS 
IMMERSIVE 
VIRTUAL REALITY 
NEW DELHI: Bharti Airtel 
on Sunday unveiled an im-
mersive virtual reality (VR) 
advertisement powered by 
the fifth-generation (5G) 
mobile system at the 6th 
India Mobile Congress. The 
telco said the advertisement 
format on the Airtel Thanks 
app opens new avenues 
for brands to engage with 
consumers in an immer-
sive environment that was 
previously not possible in 
the traditional advertising 
paradigm. Mobile users in 
the country are increasingly 
spending more time on their 
screens, with an average 
of five hours daily, said a 
report by data. 

A big statement has come 
out from Punjab Cabinet 
Minister Kuldeep Singh 
Dhaliwal on the escape 
of one of the accused in 
Moosewala murder case, 
Deepak Tinu. Dhaliwal 
stated that such small in-
cidents keep happening in 
Punjab. 

By saying this, Dhaliwal 
then took a U-turn and said 
that he meant to say that 
such incidents keep hap-
pening in Punjab but they 
will not allow the law and 
order situation to deterio-
rate in Punjab and an inves-
tigation will be conducted. 

On this particular issue, 
politicians from Congress 
and BJP are targeting Aam 
Aadmi Party. 

Congress’s Leader of 
Opposition Partap Singh 
Bajwa tweeted and said, 
“Gangster Deepak Tinu, 
a key suspect who was 
hauled in for interrogation 
in the case of Sidhu Moose-
wala, managed to escape 
from Mansa Police’s cus-
tody in a cinematic manner 
while the CM of Punjab is 

busy performing ‘Garba’ 
in Gujarat. Bajwa stated 
further that while a key 
Minister of AAP stated that 
such small incidents tend to 
happen during routine pro-
cedures, his statement gave 
me a pause and I regret to 
say that such insensitive 
and irresponsible leaders 
are holding key porfolio 
in cabinet. This is height of 
Punjab Police and Admin-
istration’s carelessness and 
negligence. Such errors and 
security breaches are inex-
cusable. Punjab’s law and 
order situation are upon the 
winds. If they are incapable 
of handling hardcore de-
tained criminals then God 
save the common man,” 
said Bajwa. 

BJP’s senior leader Man-
jinder Singh Sirsa stated 
that gangster Tinu’s escape 
from Police custody can’t be 
incidental. 

Gangster Deepak Kumar 
aka Tinu hails from Bhi-
wani in Haryana. Tinu’s fa-
ther is a painter. More than 
35 cases including mur-
der, attempt to murder are 
registered against Tinu in 
Haryana, Punjab, Chandi-
garh, Rajasthan, and Delhi.

‘SMALL INCIDENT’

AAP leader plays 
down Tinu’s escape
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

 As part of the ongoing war 
against drugs launched un-
der the directions of Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann, 
Fatehgarh Sahib Police has 
busted an inter-state phar-
maceutical drug cartel with 
the arrest of a Haryana resi-
dent after recovering 2.51 
lakh Pharma opioids from 
his possession, the Punjab 
Police informed on Sunday.

The drug bust was done 
as part of the ongoing war 
against drugs launched un-
der the directions of Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann, 
the police said. The Deputy 
Inspector General of Police 
(DIG) Anti-Gangster Task 
Force-cum-Ropar Range 
Gurpreet Singh Bhullar said 
that the arrested accused is a 
resident of Haryana and was 

supplying drugs from there.
“The arrested accused has 

been identified as Ranjit Go-
swami, a resident of Batra 
Colony in Sonipat, Haryana. 
The Police have recovered 
2,37,000 tablets of Alpra-
zolam and 14,400 of the 
Pyeevon Spas capsules from 
his KIA car, in which he was 
smuggling drugs,” he added.

“Following a tip-off, Police 
teams from CIA Sirhind and 
Police Station Khamano laid 
a special checking at Kha-
mano and stopped a KIA car 
bearing registration number 
HR10AJ9791, which ac-
cused Ranjit Goswami was 
driving,” he added.

SSP Fatehgarh Sahib Dr 
Ravjot Grewal said that dur-
ing preliminary investiga-
tions, it has come to light that 
the arrested accused was 
supplying drugs in Punjab 
for the last few years. 

WAR AGAINST DRUGS

PUNJAB POLICE BUST 
DRUG CARTEL, 1 HELD 
TDG NETWORK  
CHANDIGARH

 

Bhartiya Janta Party Presi-
dent JP Nadda on Sunday 
inaugurated the BJP district 
office in Una and was quick 
to take a jibe at the Congress 
saying that it has been re-
duced to merely a ‘brother-
sister party’.

“Congress today had be-
come a party of brother and 
sister with almost no base 
of its own and Congress 
fought on 380 seats in Uttar 
Pradesh and its candidates 
lost their security deposits in 
370 seats, which vindicates 
the fact that the people of the 
country have lost its faith in 
the party”, he said. Nadda at 
the inauguration lauded the 
BJP for its continuous efforts 
and said, “BJP doesn’t change 
its colours but other parties 
always do. We stand by our 

agendas and principles”.
Nadda motivated the em-

ployees present during the 
inauguration to work with 
utmost dedication.

While addressing the peo-
ple on the occasion, Nadda 
said that it was the vision 
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi that all the state 
BJP Uunits have their own 
headquarter at the state level 
and also at the district level. 
“PM Modi in the year 2014 
decided that as many as 512 

offices would be constructed 
throughout the country and 
out of these, 235 offices had 
been completed and work 
was going on for the remain-
ing offices”, he said.

BJP president said that 
these offices would help the 
party workers to frame, draw 
and implement various strat-
egies to strengthen the party 
base in the district. “Today 
the BJP is the biggest political 
party in the world with over 
18 crore dedicated and com-
mitted workers and a political 
party with a difference and a 
clear-cut ideology”, he said.

Slamming the Congress 
party he said that though it 
is the oldest political party 
in the country, yet it has been 
completely wiped out of the 
country. He urged the people 
of Himachal to ensure that 
the BJP again forms the gov-
ernment in the state. 

JIBE AT GRAND OLD PARTY

Nadda says Cong reduced 
to a ‘brother-sister party’
TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

J.P. Nadda.

 Aman Preet, 2010 Batch 
IRS officer posted as Joint 
Director Income Tax, Gu-
rugram. She has served in 
various important charges 
in Income Tax Department.
And has also served Election 
Commision of India as Ex-
penditure Observer during 
Legislative Assembly Elec-
tions . During Covid she has 
been engaged with various 
NGO’s in providing relief 
to the vulnerable sections 
of society. With the help 
of her batchmates, friends 
from various services and 
several NGO’s and good 
smartians , she has been 
able to distribute sanitary 
napkins and healthy men-
strual products to around 
21 lakh women  Pan India 
including the remotest and 
farthest districts of our 
Country.  She says Personal 
hygiene includes menstrual 
hygiene for women and so  
she has distributed self  hy-
giene kits across Delhi slums 
and also to the patients of 

World’s largest Covid care 
centre AY Radha Soami 
Satsang Beas in Chattarpur.
She says, ”Taking care of 
personal and menstrual hy-
giene is a basic thing to fight  
with Covid .” 

Recently she was Hon-
oured with  “Delhi ki Shaan” 
award by Honourable CM of 
Haryana at Hotel Ashoka, 
New Delhi. To mark the 
75 Years of Organiser and 
Panchjanya, the parent 
company of the weeklies, 
Bharat Prakashan (Delhi) 
Limited (BPDL), organised 
Media Awards and Media 
Mahamanthan in Delhi on 

22 May where this award 
was bestowed upon .

For her exemplary work 
during this pandemic she 
has been honoured by Shri 
Hardeep Singh Puri, Min-
ister of Civil Aviation and 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
on Minority Day Celebration 
by National Commission for 
Minorities. Also She was 
honoured by Delhi Commis-
sion of women on Women ‘s 
day for her outstanding con-
tribution to society.

She has been an integral 
part of the Covid Response 
Team constituted by the 
Income tax officers to help 
the needy personnel of Dept 
and persons related to them 
in case of medical and other 
emergencies. The  group 
has successfully coordi-
nated and find out possible 
solutions for immediate in-
tervention to the SOS calls 
received by various officers. 
And lot many recovery cas-
es has been reported by the 
Dept.Collecting revenue for 
the nation and helping peo-
ple fight Covid is what she is 
doing these days.

DURING LOCKDOWN

IRS OFFICER AMAN PREET 
TURNED INTO ‘PAD WOMAN’ 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Aman Preet, IRS officer

On the basis of Swachh 
Survekshan Gramin 2022, 
ODF Sustainability for To-
tal Sanitation, and excellent 
implementation of various 
components of ODF Plus 
Haryana has secured the 
second position in the coun-
try under the category of 
States having a population 
of more than 30 lakhs. 

Besides, te Bhiwani dis-
trict ranked top in the na-
tion’s overall rural cleanli-
ness survey indicates that 
the rural public are very 
concerned about maintain-
ing cleanliness. It is worth 
mentioning that in 22 vil-
lages of Bhiwani district, 
rain and dirty water have 
been managed by making 
special structures. 

Along with this, 24 ponds 
are being renovated and 
beautified under the Mis-
sion Amrit Sarovar proj-
ect in different villages of 

the district. Despite the 
different geographical 
conditions in everly dis-
trict of Haryana are dif-
ferent in every district, 
The Haryana Government 
is planning to collect gar-
bage from every house-
hold in villages on the lines  
of cities.

Haryana Development 
and Panchayats Minister,  
Devender Singh Babli re-
ceived this award from the 
President, Draupadi Mur-
mu, today, in a programme 
organized at Vigyan Bha-
wan, New Delhi. 

Union Minister of Rural 
Development and Pan-
chayati Raj, Giriraj Singh, 
Union Minister of Jal Shak-
ti,  Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat, Union Minister 
of State for Jal Shakti and 
Food Processing Indus-
tries, Prahlad Singh Patel, 
and Minister of State, Jal 
Shakti and Tribal Affairs,  
Bishweswar Tudu were 
present on the occasion. 

2022 RANKING

Haryana bags 2nd 
position in Swachh 
Survekshan Rural
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

EMBARRASSMENT FOR POLICE

In the meantime where 
Punjab’s Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann is 

matching his feet on the 
beats of Garba in Rajkot. In 
Punjab, the case of slain sing-
er Sidhu Moosewala again 
caught attention as one of the 
accused in Moosewala mur-
der, escaped from the police 
custody in Mansa district 
on Sunday. An accused and 
close aide of Gangster Law-
rence Bishnoi, Deepak Tinu, 
reportedly escaped from the 
custody of the Crime Investi-
gation Agency (CIA) unit of 
the Mansa Police. 

Tinu managed to ditch 
Crime Investigation Agency 
(CIA) officials when he was 
being brought from Ka-
purthala Jail to Mansa on 
remand in a private vehicle 
Saturday night, they said. 
“Tinu was being brought to 
Mansa’s CIA staff office from 
Kapurthala Jail when he es-
caped from custody. The ac-
cused had to be probed in 
connection with the Moose-

wala murder case,” Mansa 
police said.

The Punjab Police had 
brought him on transit re-
mand from the Tihar jail in 
New Delhi on July 4 in the 
Moosewala murder case. 
Deepak had to be questioned 
in the killing. As per reports, 
Deepak Tinu and Lawrence 
Bishnoi had a conference call 
on 27 May and on 29 May 
Moosewala murdered. 

So far, over 30 accused 
have been identified, key 
links drawn and twenty-
four arrests have been made 
till now.

As per the sources, after 
the multiple failed attempts 
of Mani Rayya and Man-

deep Singh aka Toofan for 
killing Moosewala, the Law-
rence Bishnoi gang planned 
a more elaborated route to 
murder him. They assem-
bled two more modules, of 
six-shooters, and equipped 
them with sophisticated 
weapons, including AK-47 
and grenades.

Earlier, in September, the 
police had even revealed that 
one of the accused had car-
ried out a recce in Mumbai 
to target actor Salman Khan.

Slain singer Sidhu Moose-
wala’s mother Charan Kaur 
made serious allegations on 
Punjab Government. She 
said that Punjab Govern-
ment and Punjab Police are 

hard in gloves with the gang-
sters. Charan Kaur alleged 
that Lawrence Bishnoi was 
wearing brand new shirt and 

there was a Tilak on his fore-
head. She stated further that 
how come an accused could 
be escaped from CIA staff. 

MOOSEWALA MURDER ACCUSED 
ESCAPES CUSTODY IN PUNJAB
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

Chandigarh: Punjab Di-
rector General of Police 
(DGP) Gaurav Yadav 
on Sunday said that an 
FIR has been registered 
against the errant police 
official on the escape of 
Deepak Tinu, a close aide 
of jailed gangster Law-
rence Bishnoi for his al-
leged involvement in the 
killing of Punjabi singer 
Sidhu Moosewala, from 
custody in Mansa district.

Gaurav Yadav also in-
formed that the officer 
has been apprehended 
and suspended under Ar-
ticle 311. “FIR registered 
against errant police offi-
cial on the escape of Deep-
ak Tinu from custody in 
Mansa Incharge CIA ap-
prehended and suspend-

ed. Being dismissed from 
service under Article 311. 
No laxity will be toler-
ated Police teams have 
fanned out and operation 
for re-arresting accused 
launched,” DGP said in a 
tweet.

Deepak, an accused in 
the Sidhu Moose Wala 
murder case and a close 
aide of gangster Lawrence 
Bishnoi, escaped from the 
Mansa Police’s Crime In-
vestigation Agency (CIA) 
unit’s custody in Punjab.

Tinu managed to ditch 
Crime Investigation Agen-
cy (CIA) officials when he 
was being brought from 
Kapurthala Jail to Mansa 
on remand in a private 
vehicle Saturday night,  
they said.          TDG NETWORK

Punjab cop suspended 
after gangster escapes

Deepak Tinu                                              Sidhu Moosewala 

Punjab Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Minister Chetan 
Singh Jauramajra has ordered 
a four-member enquiry com-
mittee to submit a report on 
the incident in which a wom-
an was allegedly forced to de-
liver her child on the floor of 
the civil hospital in Punjab’s 
Pathankot after she was de-
nied admission to the labour 
room.

Jauramajra had constituted 
a four-member committee 
comprising Dr Raj Kumar, 
District Family Welfare of-
ficer; Dr Vandana Kundal, 
Deputy Medical Commission-
er; Dr Harnavneet, gynaeco-
logist; Dr Bindu Gupta, SMO 
to conduct this inquiry. This 
committee has been ordered 
to submit their inquiry report  

by October 4.
The Health Minister said, 

“any laxity on part of the staff 
members of the department 
would not be tolerated”.

Ever since he has taken 
charge as Health Minister, 
strict instructions from his 
side have been issued to the 
staff to behave politely with 
the patients to ensure that the 
general public does not face 
any inconvenience while get-
ting services at government 
hospitals, said Jauramajra.

Jauramajra said, “there is 
already a provision for pun-
ishment according to the 
service rules for those gov-
ernment employees who are 
negligent or act irresponsibly 
and appropriate disciplin-
ary action would be taken 
against that person whoso-
ever would be found guilty 
in the Pathankot case”. 

IN HOSPITAL CORRIDOR

PUNJAB MINISTER 
ORDERS PROBE INTO 
DELIVERY ON FLOOR
TDG NETWORK  
PATHANKOT

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Jairam Thakur in-
augurated and laid the foun-
dation stones of 14 develop-
mental projects and schemes 
worth Rs 195.38 crore in the 
Dharamshala Assembly con-
stituency today.

He inaugurated Rs 13.64 
crore STP automation, aug-
mentation and Amrit Neel 
Sarovar, Rs 24.76 crore con-
struction and reconstruction 
of jhuggis for slum dwellers, 
Rs 9.37 crore intelligent and 
barrier-free bus shelter, 
Rs 6.85 crore warehouse 
for Electronic Voting and 
VVPAT machines, Rs 3.55 
crore 50-metre bridge over 
Bhagan khud on Dharam-
shala-Yol-Palampur-Chad-
hiyar road, Rs 8.50 crore 
science block of government 
degree college Dharamshala 
and Rs 67 lakh environment 
garden. Chief Minister also 
laid the foundation stones 
of developmental projects 
worth Rs 128 crore. These in-

cluded Rs 101 crore compre-
hensive electrification project 
for Smart City Dharamshala, 
Rs 8.41 crore 33 KV sub-
station at Dhagwad, Rs 7.99 
crore drinking water sup-
ply scheme for Chamunda 
Nandikeshwar Dham and 
Rs 5 crore football stadium, 
Rs 2.17 crore green field gar-
dens in Dharamshala Smart 
City area, Rs 1.91 crore Shri 
Chamunda Mata temple 
and Rs 1.56 crore science 
block of Government Girls 
Senior Secondary School  
Dharamshala.

Later, at a function orga-
nized on the occasion of Gan-
dhi Jayanti on police ground, 
Thakur gave away the house 
allotment letters to the ben-
eficiaries of the Integrated 
Housing and Slum Devel-
opment Programme and 
Slum Re-Development com-
ponent of Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojna under the aegis 
of Dharamshala Municipal 
Corporation and Dharam-
shala Smart City Limited. As 
many as 83 beneficiaries got 
the allotment letters.

WORTH RS 195.38 CR 

HP CM JAIRAM THAKUR 
LAUNCHES VARIOUS 
PROJECTS
TDG NETWORK  
SHIMLA
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SECURITY 
AGENCIES ON 
ALERT AFTER 
BOMB HOAX AT 
MUMBAI AIRPORT
MUMBAI: Security agen-
cies have been put on 
alert after an email was 
received at the Mumbai 
international airport 
warning about a bomb 
on an IndiGo plane, 
police officials said Sun-
day. While the warning 
turned out to be a hoax, 
the security has been 
beefed up at the Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj 
International Airport, 
they said. "On Saturday 
night, an email was 
received at the Mumbai 
airport, in which it was 
written that a bomb had 
been planted in Indigo 
flight number 6E 6045," 
an official said.

J-K: ENCOUNTER 
BREAKS OUT IN 
SHOPIAN
SHOPIAN: An encoun-
ter broke out between 
terrorists and security 
forces in the Baskuchan 
area of Jammu and 
Kashmir's Shopian, on 
Sunday, said police. 
"Encounter has started 
at Baskuchan area of 
Shopian. Police and 
security forces are on 
the job. Further details 
shall follow," tweeted 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Police. Further details 
are awaited. Earlier on 
Friday, two local ter-
rorists linked with the 
proscribed terror outfit 
Jaish-e-Mohammed 
(JeM) were killed after 
an encounter in Baram-
ulla. 

GOA: POLICE 
ARRESTS MAN, 
RECOVERS COCAINE
MAPUSA: Mapusa Police 
on Saturday arrested a 
man from Belgavi, Kar-
nataka with 11 grams 
of cocaine, worth Rs 1 
lakh. According to the 
police report, PSI Bablo 
S Parab informed that 
on Saturday at New Bus 
Terminus, Mapusa, a 
narcotics raid was con-
ducted and the accused 
was caught red handed. 
The accused has been 
identified as Zaheer 
Sheikh, who is a resident 
of Veerbhadranagar. 
The team was led by PI 
Paresh Naik under the 
supervision of SDPO 
Mapusa, Jiviba Dalvi.

GOA: YOUTH 
STABBED IN 
NAGOA, 
1 ARRESTED
ANJUNA: Goa's Anjuna 
Police have arrested a 
man for allegedly stab-
bing a youth at Nagoa of 
Bardez-Goa on Saturday. 
According to the police 
report, the accused 
has been identified as 
Tarzan Parsekar, who 
stabbed Ravi Shirodkar. 
The cousin of the victim 
lodged a police complaint. 
The police are trying to 
find out the reason behind 
the crime. "After the com-
plaint registration, various 
teams were formed 
and the accused Tarzan 
Parsekar was arrested, 
" said the police. "It was 
also revealed that there 
are other people who are 
involved in the assault 
and motive of the crime 
is being established," the 
police further stated.

TOP OF THE DAY
IN KARNATAKA

Karnataka Congress 
chief DK Shivaku-
mar dared the state 

government on Sunday to 
act against him and former 
CM Siddaramaiah for wear-
ing "PayCM" t-shirt, alleging 
that several party workers 
were booked for wearing 
the same t-shirt during the 
'Bharat Jodo Yatra'.

"The Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Legislative As-
sembly Siddaramaiah and I 
and other leaders will par-
ticipate in Bharat Jodo Yatra 
by wearing 'PayCM' t-shirts. 
Let's see what the BJP will 
do," Shivakumar told re-
ports in Nanjangud. He said 
cases had been filed against 
some Congress workers for 
wearing t-shirts with "Pay-
CM" written on them during 

the march in Gundlupet.
"We are not afraid of this 

(cases)," he said.
On Saturday, a Congress 

worker was made to take off 
his t-shirt that featured the 
"PayCM" poster during the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra and an 
FIR has also been registered 
against him at the Chamara-

janagar police station.
"PayCM" is an aggressive 

campaign launched by Con-
gress against the Basavaraj 
Bommai government, ac-
cusing it of massive corrup-
tion. The PayCM campaign 
appears to have started on 
September 21, when posters 
featuring Bommai surfaced 

in Bengaluru. These posters 
had a QR code with the mes-
sage "40 per cent accepted 
here". Once scanned, the 
QR code would take people 
to a parody "40 per cent 
Commission Government" 
website launched recently 
by Congress. If any, people 
would then be asked to file 
their complaints against 
the chief minister. The gov-
ernment has dismissed the 
Congress charges as politi-
cally motivated.

"The government is sunk 
in 40% commission. All sec-
tions including farmers are 
suffering. On the one hand, 
there is corruption and un-
rest, on the other hand, there 
is the problem of farmers 
and unemployment. An at-
mosphere of fear has been 
created among the people," 
Shivakumar alleged.

TDG NETWORK
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CONGRESS CHIEF DARES BJP 
AFTER PARTY WORKER BOOKED

Karnataka Congress chief DK Shivakumar 

TDG NETWORK
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TAKING SWIPE

No need of talking about 
fake Gandhis on occasion 
of Gandhi Jayanti: Bommai

Karnataka Chief Minister 
Basavraj Bommai on Sunday 
took a swipe at Congress and 
said that there is no need of 
talking about "fake Gandhis" 
on the day of Gandhi Jayanti.
"Today is Gandhi Jayanti, 
why should I talk about fake 
Gandhis? The whole Con-
gress party is out on bail- 
Rahul Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi 
and DK Shivakumar are out 
on bail," the CM said while 
reacting to Rahul Gandhi's 
accusation that the Karna-
taka government is the most 
corrupt government. He fur-
ther said that Karnataka was 
an ATM for the Congress 
party, it has gone now.

Taking a dig at CM's state-
ment, Congress Karnataka 

Chief said D K Shivkumar 
asked Bommai to send him 
to jail and said that he will 
rest in jail.

"Yes, I am on bail. Sonia 
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi 
also on bail. They (BJP) have 
dozens who are on bail. Yedi-
yurappa has no case against 

him? Bommai registered cas-
es against me. Let him send 
me to Parappana Agrahara 
(Central Jail), I will take some 
rest," Shivkumar said.

This came a day after ar-
guments broke out between 
both the leaders over the 
"PayCM" t-shirt.

Karnataka Chief Minister Basavraj Bommai 

TDG NETWORK
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IN ASSAM

KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK AND TIGER 
RESERVE REOPENS FOR TOURISTS

The Kaziranga National Park 
and Tiger Reserve under the 
jurisdiction of Eastern As-
sam Wildlife Division were 
reopened on Sunday for the 
2022-23 season tourists.

In a general notice issued 
by Ramesh Kumar Gogoi, 
Divisional Forest Officer of 
Eastern Assam Wildlife Di-
vision in Bokakhat stated 
that currently the park is 
partially opened only for 
Jeep Safari in two ranges-- 
Kaziranga Range, Kohora 
and Western Range in Bagori 
due to the conditions of the 
roads because of inclement 
weather.

"At present, tourists are al-

lowed to travel up to Bimoli 
Tiniali via Donga tower un-
der Western Range, Bagori 
and from Mihimukh via 
Daflang tower to Vaichamari 

Junction under Kaziranga 
Range, Kohora till further 
notification/orders," the 
DFO said in the notice.

On September 22, Assam 

Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma along with 
Sadhguru Vasudev opened 
the Kaziranga National Park 
for tourists for this season.

Chief Minister Sarma, on 
the day, also unveiled three 
rhino statues at Mihimukh 
in Kaziranga along with Va-
sudev.

These rhino statues have 
been created using the ashes 
collected from burning rhino 
horns. It may be noted that 
on September 22, last year, 
the Assam government made 
history when a stockpile 
of 2,479 rhino horns were 
consigned to flames to send 
across a strong message to 
the poachers and illegal horn 
traders that rhino horns have 
no medicinal value.

A glimpse from Kaziranga National Park. 

FESTIVE FERVOUR
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Jail inmates play 'dandiya' to celebrate 
Indore's triumph as cleanest city

A day after Indore was ad-
judged the cleanest city in 
the country for the sixth con-
secutive time, the inmates of 
the Indore Central Jail played 
'dandiya' to celebrate the tri-
umph.

Officials said all prisoners, 
male and female, partici-
pated in the event, which is 
usually organised during the 
Navratri festival. Madhya 
Pradesh Culture Minister 
Usha Thakur and Indore Po-
lice Commissioner Harina-
rayan Chari Mishra attend-
ed the event on Saturday. 
Thakur praised Jail Super-
intendent Alka Sonkar for 

organising the programme.
"I am very happy that In-

dore has been ranked first 
in cleanliness for the sixth 

time," said Thakur.
When a prisoner present-

ed a picture to him, Thakur 
said, "The fine art comes un-
der our culture department. 
Prisoners can draw such 
paintings and adopt it as a 
business," he said.

Indore has been ranked 
first in the Swachh Survek-
shan 2022 as the cleanest city 
in the country for the sixth 
time in a row, while Madhya 
Pradesh was adjudged the 
cleanest state.

Surat (Gujarat) and Navi 
Mumbai (Maharashtra) 
were placed second and 
third, respectively. The re-
sults of the 7th edition of the 
government survey were an-
nounced on Saturday. 

Inmates of the Indore Central Jail play dandiya to celebrate the 
triumph.

BHAGIRATHA SCHEME

Jal Shakti Ministry rejects 
claims by Telangana ministers
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

Days after the Union Gov-
ernment announced an 
award for Telangana's Mis-
sion Bhagiratha scheme, 
which provides purified po-
table drinking water through 
taps to every household, the 
Union Jal Sakthi Ministry on 
Saturday rejected the claims 
made by Telangana minis-
ters T Harish Rao and Er-
rabelli Dayakar Rao that the 
state government's flagship 
programme "Mission Bha-
giratha" was the role model 
for the entire country and 
termed it "misleading".

The statement read The 
Union Jal Sakthi Ministry 
on Saturday dismissed as 
misleading the claim made 

by Telangana ministers T 
Harish Rao and Errabelli 
Dayakar Rao that the state 
government's flagship pro-
gramme Mission Bhagi-
ratha was the role model 
for the entire country. At a 
press conference on Friday, 
the ministers claimed that 
the announcement of the 
National Jal Jeevan Mission 
(NJJM) award to the Telan-

gana government was an 
endorsement of the success-
ful implementation of the 
Mission Bhagiratha scheme 
in the state. In a statement 
on Saturday, a senior official 
of the Union Jal Sakthi min-
istry said the claim made by 
the Telangana ministers was 
misleading and not based on 
the facts and information 
given by the statement.

The statement added that 
there were news reports 
based on the ministers' state-
ments making false claims, 
such as the Centre, through 
the NJJM, has reviewed the 
Mission Bhagiratha scheme 
and that each household is 
getting 100 litres per capita 
drinking water under the 
scheme.

Telangana minister Harish Rao
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SKIN DISEASE

RS 2 CR RELEASED TO COMPENSATE 
CATTLE OWNERS FOR LIVESTOCK 
DEATHS DUE TO LUMPY

A grant of Rs 2 crore has 
been released to compen-
sate the owners in cases of 
death of cattle due to Lumpy 
skin disease by Karnataka 
Animal Husbandry Minister 
Prabhu B. Chavan.

In this regard, he said that 
the compensation is being 
provided to prevent the fi-
nancial condition of farmers 
and cattle owners from being 
directly affected by the skin 
knot (lumpy skin) disease 
which directly impairs the 
productivity of cattle. He 
explained that a maximum 
compensation of Rs 20,000 
for each dairy heifer and 
Rs 30,000 for bulls and Rs 
5,000 for each calf will be 
given as compensation to 
farmers and cattle owners 
due to the death of cattle due 
to Lumpy skin disease.

"Cattle skin knot disease 
is being brought under con-
trol in the state. As many 
as 2,65,646 cows have been 
vaccinated across the state 
and available 3,42,156 doses 
of vaccine are being admin-
istered to cattle. 35,000 vac-
cines will be made available 
this week, and medicine and 
treatment required to control 
skin nodule disease are being 
given", Chavan added.

Chavan appealed to the 
farmers not to get worried 
and to cooperate with the 

government.
Chavan said that so far 

23,784 heifers have been 
suffering from skin nodule 
disease in the state, out of 
which 11,494 heifers have 
recovered. The rest of the 
heifers are being given ap-
propriate treatment by the 
government and 680 cattle 
have died as action is being 
taken to distribute compen-
sation to the owners of the 
dead cattle.

Ringworm is an infectious 
viral disease of cattle. In 
diseased animals, the ini-
tial stage is fever, then skin 
nodules appear and gradu-
ally skin nodules, scabs and 
scabs appear in cattle.

Diseased cattle suffer from 
fever with a pale nose, dis-
charge from the eyes, drool-
ing, and lack of feed. It is 
common for heifers to die 
from pneumonia. Heifers' 
barns should be kept clean. 

Prabhu Chavan appealed to 
the farmers to contact the 
nearest veterinary officers as 
soon as the disease appears, 
get vaccinated and protect 
the cattle.

The veterinary officers 
and animal husbandry of-
ficials have been instructed 
to respond immediately to 
the calls of the farmers who 
come with the health prob-
lems of the cattle affected by 
skin nodule (lumpy) disease, 
give appropriate treatment 
and work hard to prevent the 
spread of the disease.

When people face health 
problems, they express 
their pain. He instructed 
the veterinary officers to 
immediately treat the cattle 
without neglecting how the 
silent animals express their 
pain and save the cattle, as 
it's important to take care of 
them at the right time, said 
Chavan.

Karnataka Animal Husbandry Minister Prabhu B. Chavan.
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RESIDENTS EVACUATED

Four-storey building collapses in Navi 
Mumbai, all residents evacuated 

A four-storey building col-
lapsed on Saturday night in 
Bonkode village in Kopar 
Khairane area of Navi Mum-
bai.

"We received a call from 
the fire brigade and our team 
reached here immediately. 
All people have been rescued 
till now but the search opera-
tion is still on," Purushottam 
Jadhav, a fire officer said. The 
incident took place around 
10:30 pm on Saturday.

"About 32 people staying 
there had come out before 

the collapse. The remain-
ing 8 people were coming 

out of the building when it 
collapsed. They were evacu-
ated immediately. Our team 
is engaged in the rescue work, 
investigating underway," Jad-
hav further added.

"A body was found this 
morning but it has not been 
identified so far. We have 
called the people of the build-
ing to identify it. Our team is 
engaged in the rescue work," 
the Fire Officer said.

The rescue operation is still 
going on and further investi-
gation is underway after the 
tragic incident.

Rescue operation after four-storey building collapsed in 
Navi Mumbai



The long wait has ended and the Centre after 
many years decided to honour a woman actor for 
her life-long achievements to the celluloid world. 
Asha Parekh, yesteryear’s heartthrob who made 
her debut as a teenager in Nasir Hussain’s ̀ Dil Deke 
Dekho’ was finally conferred the prestigious Dada 
Saheb Phalke Award. Asha Parekh has acted in 
multiple block-busters and her movies were known 
for their outstanding musical scores. She paired 
with some of the most popular male actors of her 
time and was regarded as a big box-office draw. In 
real life also, she had innumerable fans and as the 
story goes, a Delhi based Industrialist was so smit-
ten by her that he would send car loads of flowers 
in his air conditioned Toyota to Jaipur every day 
where the actor was shooting for a film. A well-
known politician of the 1970s was also amongst her 
greatest fans and never made any attempt to con-
ceal his admiration for her. Asha Parekh’s most fa-
mous starrers include Mere Sanam, Jab Pyar Kisi Se 
Hota Hai, Teesri Manzil, Kati Patang and Caravan. 
It is significant to note that there are many other 
women actors whoso contribution to the world of 
cinema are second to none and should in the future 
be considered for the same award which was first 
won by Silver Screen’s first lady, Devika Rani. Ka-
mini Kaushal at 97 is the oldest living actor from 
Bollywood perhaps. There is Waheeda Rehman, 
who was known both for her histrionics as well 
as her charm. She is amongst the very few women 
actors who paired with Dilip Kumar, Dev Anand 
and Raj Kapoor, the big three of her time, besides 
doing some memorable roles for Guru Dutt films. 
Vyjantimala is another big star who was considered 
one of the most exceptional dancers of her time. Her 
performances in multiple films, ̀ Sangam,’  ̀ Suraj’ , 
`Amarapali’ and ̀ Jewel Thief’ are deeply etched in 
the minds of her innumerable fans. There is Mala 
Sinha, who was known for her musical timings 
and starred in few of the biggest block busters of 
her time. She featured in Guru Dutt films as also 
for B.R.Chopra and starred opposite Dev Anand 
and Raj Kapoor in several films. Helen, the dancing 
sensation, who on many occasions overshadowed 
all her co-stars is another name which needs to be 
considered besides a whole lot of others from the 
regional cinema. In the past, many male stars have 
been conferred the honour, more for their proxim-
ity to the powers that be, rather than for their con-
tribution to Cinema. This should not ever happen 
and only the best should be honoured. Interesting-
ly, three members of the Kapoor family have won 
this award and all of them---Prithviraj Kapoor, Raj 
Kapoor and Shashi Kapoor were deserving win-
ners though Shammi Kapoor and Rishi Kapoor 
fans felt cheated that they did not get this honour. 
Asha Parekh had a long innings in the film indus-
try and should be congratulated by her fans and 
movie-goers. One hopes that more women are be-
stowed the Dada Saheb Phalke award in the future.  

Pankaj Vohra

perspective
Recognition to a heaRthRob

At lAst, AshA 
PArekh, A womAn 
Actor conferred 
the dAdA sAheb 
PhAlke AwArd

On 30 September 
2022, the Supreme 
Court dismissed a 

plea by two lawyers who 
had moved the Court, say-
ing the Lions in the bronze 
cast atop the roof of the new 
Parliament building were 
deliberately designed to be 
“ferocious and aggressive”. 

“It all depends on how 
you look at it,” said a bench 
of Justices M.R. Shah and 
Krishna Murari. “It can-
not be said that the State 
Emblem of India installed 
in the Central Vista project 
is in violation of the State 
Emblem of India (Prohibi-
tion of Improper Use) Act, 
2005.” 

With this verdict, the 
apex court, with a single 
stroke of the pen, also laid 
to rest frivolous allegations 
by many in the Opposition, 
including likes of Jairam 
Ramesh who had alleged 
that the Modi government 
had changed the character 
and nature of the said Li-
ons. Remember, the Con-
gress called the “deviation” 
in the design, an “insult” to 

the Emblem. Thankfully, 
the apex Court called out 
the bluff of these propagan-
dists.

Sunil Deore and Romiel 
Moses, who designed the 
9500 kg bronze Emblem, 
have categorically said that 
there is “no deviation” in 
design. “We’ve paid atten-
tion to detail. The character 
of Lions is the same. There 
may be very minor differ-
ences. People may have 
different interpretations. It 
is a large statue, and a view 
from below may give a dis-
torted impression,” Deore 
said. It is obvious that the 
new structure which is at a 
height of 33 metres from the 
ground, compared to the 
original structure which 
is almost at ground level, 
will look much bigger in 
dimension. Does the law of 
the land permit the govern-
ment to amend the national 
Emblem? The relevant law 
to be considered with re-
gard to the State Emblem 
would be the State Emblem 
of India (Prohibition of Im-
proper Use) Act, 2005, and 
the State Emblem of India 
(Regulation of Use) Rules, 
2007, which specifically 
deal with State Emblems. 
The schedule of the Act 
states that the State Em-
blem of India is an adapta-
tion from the Sarnath Lion 
Capital of Asoka which is 
preserved and shall con-
form to the designs as set 
out in Appendix I or Ap-
pendix II.

Section 6(2)(f) of the same 

Act further, specifically 
states, “Subject to the pro-
visions of this Act, the Cen-
tral government shall have 
powers to do all such things 
(including the specification 
of design of the emblem 
and its use in the manner 
whatsoever) as the Central 
government considers nec-
essary or expedient for the 
exercise of the foregoing 
powers.” Therefore, to cut 
a long story short, as advo-
cate Radhika Roy, lawyer 
at the Delhi High Court, 
says, the 2005 Act, grants 
the Central government the 
power under Section 6(2)
(f) ato institute changes in 
the specification of the de-
sign of the Emblem which 
is described and specified 
under the schedule and 
regulate manner of its use. 
The only caveat is that, the 
State Emblem of India must 
conform to the designs set 
out in Appendix I or II. Roy 
adds, “What flows from 
this is that not only does the 
Central government have 
the power to stipulate the 
specification of the design 
of the Emblem, but there is 
nothing that prevents the 
Central government from 
changing the State Emblem 
completely by way of an 
amending Act. That is, of 
course, subject to approval 
by both the Houses, but at 
any point of time, some of 
the national symbols can be 
changed at discretion of the 
legislature. Basically, the 
law authorised the Central 
government to regulate the 
use of the Emblem, subject 
of course to some caveats. 
Hence the hue and cry by 
the Opposition, even from 
a legal stand-point, is noth-
ing but mere noise from 
an electrically debilitated 
group, that is desperately 
trying to gain relevance af-
ter being booted out in elec-
tion after election, by the 

electorate.
“The Emblem atop the 

new Parliament is meant to 
be viewed from at least 100 
metres away.” In a series of 
tweets, Union Housing and 
Urban Affairs Minister, 
Hardeep Puri, further add-
ed that one needed to appre-
ciate the impact of “angle, 
height and scale when com-
paring the two structures” 
as the standalone Emblem 
atop the new Parliament 
building is 6.5m tall, while 
the original is only 1.6m in 
length. He added that there 
will be no difference in de-
sign if the Sarnath Emblem 
was to be scaled up or the 
Emblem on the new Parlia-
ment building is reduced 
to that size. Except for the 
size, the adaptation of the 
Emblem is an exact replica. 

The first big construction 
in the Parliament complex 
took place post 1970. Then 
President of India, V.V. Giri 
laid the foundation of the 
Parliament Annexe Build-
ing on August 3, 1970. But 
the Sansadiya Soudha 
building was eventually 

inaugurated by then Prime 
Minister, Indira Gandhi, on 
24 October 1975.  

The second big construc-
tion in the Parliament com-
plex, too, had the Prime 
Minister of the day occu-
pying the center stage. On 
August 15, 1987, PM Rajiv 
Gandhi laid the foundation 
of the Parliament Library 
building. To cut a long story 
short, there have been ump-
teen instances in the past, 
where neither the Speaker 
nor the President, but it is 
the Prime Minister of the 
day, who has unveiled por-
traits, monuments, statues, 
buildings et al. Going by 
past convention therefore, 
there is absolutely nothing 
wrong with PM Modi inau-
gurating the cast of the Em-
blem atop the new Parlia-
ment building. Articles 74 
and 75 of the Indian Consti-
tution give sweeping pow-
ers to the PM with respect 
to a wide variety of func-
tions. Similarly, Articles 
93,94,95 and 96,talk about 
powers of the Speaker. 
Reading all these “Articles” 

parallely, give ample reason 
to believe that PM Modi 
was absolutely right in un-
veiling the new Emblem. 
As for the Lions in the new 
Emblem looking aggres-
sive and not gentle, suffice 
to say that the Opposition’s 
mendacity on this issue has 
been embarrassing. Lions 
roar, they do not meow. Li-
ons are meant to be fierce, 
fearless, determined, invin-
cible and majestic; they de-
fend their territory against 
predators with characteris-
tic fortitude and unwaver-
ing zeal. For decades, under 
a decadent Congress Party, 
India could not harness its 
true potential, shackled by 
a timid & imperialist mind-
set. The Lion Emblem atop 
the new Parliament build-
ing is therefore, in many 
ways, a symbol of “New 
India”, whose majestic rise 
under the fearless and in-
defatigable PM Narendra 
Modi, is unstoppable.
Sanju Verma is an Economist, 
National Spokesperson of the 
BJP and the Bestselling Author 
of ‘The Modi Gambit’.

The emblem debate 
and new India
With this verdict, the Supreme Court, with a single stroke of the pen, also laid 
to rest frivolous allegations by many in the Opposition who had alleged that 
the Modi government had changed the character and nature of the said Lions.

‘UnnecessAry controversy’

opinion
Sanju Verma 

remembering gAndhi 

On this Gandhi Jayanti on 
2 October, also known as 
the International Day of 
Non-Violence following a 
2007 resolution passed by 
the UN General Assembly, 
let’s pause to remember the 
Mahatma in a less serious, 

almost light-hearted fashion. 
Anyone familiar with Gan-

dhi’s life and writings would 
know that he possessed a 
great sense of humour, and 
he also did not mind it over-
much when others made 
fun of him. On a certain oc-
casion, Sardar Patel called 
him a true ‘bania’ when de-
spite being unwell, he got up 
from his sick bed in order to 
meet with industrialists who 
came to attend an event with 
the idea of making a possible 
financial contribution to the 
coffers of the Indian National 
Congress. Gandhi, the Sar-
dar joked, had been roused 
because the ‘bania’ in him 
at once caught the scent of 

money. 
The Mahatma had a witty 

side to his personality and 
once remarked that he 
would have committed sui-
cide long ago if he did not 
have a sense of humour. In 
1931, he met King George V, 
grandfather of the recently 
deceased Queen Elisabeth 
at Buckingham Palace. Gan-
dhi was dressed in his usual 
simple and modest attire, 
and after his meeting he was 
asked by a correspondent if 
the king had anything to say 
about his attire. ‘What could 
he say?’ joked the Mahatma. 
‘He was wearing enough for 
the two of us.’

Sometimes though, Gandhi 
was also unintentionally hu-
morous. The image of goat’s 
milk being brought in for 
him from the palace kitchen 
while King George V sipped 
tea in his study, still makes us 
smile. It would considerably 
humanise the Mahatma and 
make him more relatable 
to the younger generation, 
were more to be written 
about these aspects of his 

personality. Experts on Gan-
dhi, and others who claim to 
have been influenced by him, 
should consider writing a 
book on him specially tar-
geted at children and young 
adults.

An example of uninten-
tional humour can be found 
within the pages of Hind 
Swaraj. Gandhi is determin-
ing how to respond to an 
imaginary situation where a 
robber has entered his home 
and he pauses to consider 
the possibility that the thief 
was his father. 

‘I fancy,’ he writes, ‘that I 
should pretend to be sleep-
ing whether the thief was my 
father or that strong armed 
man.’

At this point, a reader 
might imagine that Gandhi 
would pretend to be sleeping 
in the case of his father ow-
ing to traditional Indian rev-
erence for the elderly. After 
all, how distressing would 
it be to find one’s own father 
a thief, and that too in one’s 
own house! This is not at all 
what the Mahatma means to 

say, however.
‘The reason for this,’ he 

writes, with unintentional 
humour, ‘is that my father 
would also be armed.’

Gandhi does not explain 
anywhere why he is so cer-
tain that his father ‘would 
also be armed’ but the ob-
servation raises a chuckle in 
the mind of the reader. 

The humour exists partly 
because Gandhi has reversed 
the unexceptional scenario 
where a son tries to rob or 
steal from his father. In to-
day’s times it would surprise 
no one, if a son stole money 
from his father, especially if 
he was young and short of 
money. In a lighter vein, and 
without in any way endors-
ing theft, in families and na-
tions where there has been 
advancement in women’s 
rights, daughters too may 
steal from their fathers and 
even mothers – although 
such progress in gender 
equity may be considered 
highly dubious.

A second reason why the 
example given by the Ma-

hatma’s tickles the funny 
bone is because of the image 
it conjures up. Eventually, 
Gandhi came to live in such 
simplicity that even a robber 
would have felt ashamed and 
turned away. This is, after 
all, the man, who was eco-
friendly much before it be-
came fashionable, who used 
a pencil till the very end, 
rather than throw it away 
when it became less com-
fortable to grip. Rather than 
buy a new pair of frames for 
a pair of damaged spectacles, 
the Mahatma would careful-
ly consider, much before the 
concept became a manage-
ment buzzword, if any ‘ju-
gaad’ was possible by tying 
some string. A hypothetical 
robber may have departed 
Gandhi’s home with a feeling 
of pity, and even considered 
leaving a brand-new pencil 
to replace the pencil stub the 
Mahatma made do with.

Unintentional humour 
apart, Gandhi’s discussion of 
non-violence in Hind Swaraj 
is simple, yet brilliant. What 
stands out in his analysis is 

that there is no one size fits 
all solution he advocates 
while using nonviolence. 
He would handle a robber 
differently if he were un-
armed and differently if he 
were armed. He would also 
handle a robber differently 
if he and the intruder were 
somehow related, such as 
when the intruder happened 
to be his father.

If you stop to think of it, 
given our shared cultural 
heritage with Pakistan, in 
the violence that followed 
the terrible Partition of 1947, 
which broke the Mahatma’s 
heart, brother was pit-
ted against brother, father 
against son, and vice versa, 
so perhaps Gandhi’s exam-
ple should be taken in that 
context. Warfare between 
groups who share ethnic-
ity, culture, language and 
religion often takes place 
whenever nations break up 
anywhere in the world, and 
also when neighbours go to 
war.

Closer to present times, 
millions of ethnic Russians 

who are citizens of Ukraine, 
are embroiled in the present 
conflict with the Russians. 
There too brother is pitted 
against brother, and father 
against son, and there does 
not appear, thus far, to be 
any end in sight. Leaving 
aside the issue of cultural, 
ethnic and other affinities, 
are all humans not brothers 
and sisters in a sense?  Even 
if we discount the biblical 
Adam and Eve story, many 
scientists believe we all de-
scended from a common 
African ancestor.

To come now to the reason 
why Gandhi travelled third 
class. Ostensibly, it was to 
express solidarity with the 
poor and downtrodden. His 
own response, though, to a 
reporter’s question on the 
issue was: ‘Because there is 
no fourth class.’

(Rajesh Talwar is an author of 
34 books across multiple genres. 
He has worked for the United 
Nations for over two decades 
across three continents in nu-
merous countries.)

The reason Mahatma Gandhi travelled third class

opinion
rajeSh Talwar 
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The Madhya Pradesh 
High Court in the 
case M/S Fort Crush-

ing Metal Through Sunil Jian 
vs M.P. Paschim Kshetra 
Vidyut Vitran Co. Ltd. And 
Others, the Indore Bench 
observed and has recently 
upheld the maintainability 
of a writ appeal preferred 
against two separate orders 
passed by a Writ Court.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Subodh Abhyankar 
and Justice S.K. Singh ob-
served while rejecting the 
contentions raised by the 
Respondents challenging the 
maintainability of the appeal.

In the present case, the 
court is of the considered 
opinion that it would only 
serve the interest of justice if 
the appellant can also chal-
lenge the order of rejection of 
review petition in the appeal 
preferred against the origi-
nal order, in a review petition, 
as three are occasions when 
the appellate court itself is of 
the opinion that the appel-
lant could have raised the 
grounds raised in the appeal.

Facts of the Case:
An appeal is preferred by 

the Appellant against the or-
der passed by the Writ Court. 
Thus, in the same appeal, the 
Appellant was also challeng-
ing the rejection of its review 

petition against the same 
order passed by the Writ 
Court. Later, in the appeal, 
the respondent moved an 
application challenging the 

maintainability of the appeal.
Before the court, it was 

submitted by the respon-
dents’ provisions under Sec-
tion 2(1) of Madhya Pradesh 

Uchha Nyayalaya (Khand 
Nayaypeeth Ko Appeal) 
Adhiniyam, 2005, and the 
rules made thereunder do 
not provide for one appeal 

against the two separate or-
ders. It was also referred by 
them the provisions under 
Order XLVII Rule 7 CPC, to 
assert that an order of a court 

rejecting an application for 
review is not appealable.

The Court while exam-
ining the submissions of 
parties and documents on 

record, the Court was not 
convinced with the argu-
ments put forth by the Re-
spondents. The court while 
dealing with the submission 

of the Respondents that 
pursuant to the provisions 
under Order XLVII Rule 
7 CPC, the appeal was not 
maintainable, it was point-
ed out by the court that 
the appeal was not solely 
against the dismissal of re-
view petition-

However, so far as the 
Rule 7(1) of Order 47 of 
CPC is concerned, it stipu-
lates that an order of the 
Court rejecting the review 
application shall not be 
appealable. In the present 
appeal, the court has been 
preferred not only against 
the order passed by the 
writ court but also against 
the order passed in the re-
view petition, and thus, it is 
not a case where the writ ap-
peal has been preferred only 
against the order of rejec-
tion which has been passed 
in review petition, in such 
circumstances, even if the 
said order passed in review 
petition is also challenged 
in this writ appeal by the 
appellant, it cannot be said 
that it would render the writ 
appeal as not maintainable.

Accordingly, the court 
held that the writ appeal 
preferred by the Petitioner 
was maintainable. The 
court dismissed the appli-
cation on the ground that it 
had been preferred against 
two orders was rejected.

IN COURT 

MADHYA PRADESH HIGH COURT ANSWERS: IS SINGLE 
WRIT APPEAL AGAINST TWO SEPARATE ORDERS OF 
WRIT COURT MAINTAINABLE?
TDG NETWORK 

The Allahabad High Court 
in the case Sapna v. State of 
U.P. observed and censured 
the conduct of a woman who 
protested in the courtroom 
against the grant of bail to 
an accused. The court not-
ing that she was purportedly 
from the informant’s side.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Siddharth called her 
conduct to be unbecoming of 
a fair litigant.

However, when the Court 
granted bail to accused Sapna, 
a woman, who was standing 
in court room protested in 
loud voice and was taken out 
forcibly by the lawyers and 
litigants. The court noted 
that she created lots of dis-
turbance outside the court 
as well.

On September 23, the in-
cident took place before the 
bench of Justice Siddharth 
when it was dealing with the 
bail plea of one Sapna who 
was arrested in December 
2019 in connection with the 
murder of one named Vivek 

Kumar Gupta.
Further, the accused was 

booked for the murder of 
Gupta on the basis of infor-
mation received from an 
informer that the applicant, 

her husband and other co-
accused were responsible for 
the murder of the deceased. 

Before the court, it was ar-
gued by her counsel that the 
dead body of the deceased 

was not recovered on the 
pointing of the applicant and 
her signatures were forcibly 
obtained on the recovery 
memo. Thus, the cause of the 
death of the deceased was not 

ascertained in post-mortem 
nor time of death was ascer-
tained.

Further, it was contended 
that the applicant had been 
implicated in this case only 

on the basis of her confes-
sional statement and the re-
covery of one spade and one 
Sabble was allegedly made 
from the pointing out of the 
co-accused and that no blood 
stains were found thereon. 
Also, it was argued that the 
accused was implicated in 
this case only because she is 
the wife of the co-accused.

It was observed by the court 
that the entire prosecution 
case was based on the confes-
sional statements of the appli-
cant and the co-accused and 
that even in the confessional 
statement of the applicant 
and the role of causing the 
murder of the deceased had 
not been assigned to her.

The Court further noting 
that the trial is not likely to 
be concluded in near future 
and that the applicant is in 
jail along with her two years 
old son, it has been decided 
by the court to grant her bail 
on the condition of her fur-
nishing a personal bond and 
two sureties each in the like 
amount to the satisfaction of 
the court concerned.

IN COURT 

Allahabad High Court: Censures Woman Who 
Protested In Courtroom Against Grant Of Bail 
To Accused; Unbecoming Of A Fair Litigant
TDG NETWORK 

TAX LAW 

CBDT EXTENDED DUE DATE 
FOR FILLING VARIOUS 
REPORTS OF AUDIT FOR 
AY 2022-23 TO OCTOBER 7

The Central Board of Direct 
Taxes (CBDT) has extended 
the timeline for filing vari-
ous reports of audit for As-
sessment Year 2022-23 
under the Income Tax Act, 
1961, for the certain catego-
ries of assessees.

Vide Circular No. 19/2022, 
dated 30.09.2022, the 
CBDT has extended the due 
date from 30th September, 
2022 to 7th October, 2022.

However, The Circular 
provides on considering the 
of difficulties faced by the 
taxpayers and other stake-

holders in electronic filing 
of various reports of audit 
under the provisions of the 
Income-tax Act,1961 (Act), 
the Central Board of Direct 
Taxes (CBDT), in exercise 
of its powers under Sec-
tion 119 of the Act, wherein 
extending the due date of 
furnishing of report of au-
dit under any provision of 
the Act for the Previous 
Year 2021- 2022, which was 
30th September 2022 in the 
case of assessees referred in 
clause (a) of Explanation 2 
to sub-section (1) of section 
139 of the Act, to October 
7th, 2022.

TDG NETWORK 

An office memorandum is-
sued by the Ministry of Law 
and Justice Indicates that 
Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta would be assigned 
the responsibility of alloca-
tion of cases of ASG’s and 
panel counsels. 

The office memorandum 

issued September 13th 
states, A Modification is 
made in procedure of allo-
cation of cases to Law Of-
ficers, Counsel by lncharge 
Central Agency Section, 
Branch Secretariats for 
cases before the Supreme 
Court and High Courts at 
Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, 
Chennai & Bengaluru.

In respect of the cases be-
fore the Supreme Court, the 
list of cases on daily basis, 
will first be placed before 
the Ld. Attorney General 
for India for the purpose of 
his selecting the matters in 
which he considers his ap-
pearance to be necessary. 
Thereafter, the list of cases 
will be placed before the 

Ld. Solicitor General of In-
dia who will mark the mat-

ters to himself, to the Ad-
ditional Solicitors General 

of India to appear alone or 
with Attorney General for 
India, Solicitor General of 
India to the counsel from 
Group’A’l’B’ l’C’Panel.

Further, in respect of 
the cases before the High 
Courts of Delhi, Bombay 
(PB), Calcutta (PB), Ma-
dras (PB) and Karnataka 
(PB), cases on daily basis 

will be allocatedand will 
be marked by the lncharge, 
Litigation, theBranch 
Secretariats in consulta-
tion with the Additional 
Solicitor General of India 
concerned.

It is being directed to en-
sure strict compliance of the 
procedure being modified 
as above to all the subordi-

nate offices of this Depart-
ment including the Central 
Agency Section, Litigation 
(High court) section and 
all the four Branch Secre-
tariats at Mumbai, Kolkata, 
Chennai and Bengaluru.

The same being issued 
with the approval of the 
competent authority, the 
office memorandum says.

LAW MINISTRY

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta incharge of allocation of cases to ASG’s
TARUN NANGIA 
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The Union Minister of State 
for Electronics & Information 
Technology and Skill Devel-
opment & Entrepreneurship, 
Rajeev Chandrasekhar will be 
visiting Gujarat from tomor-
row on a two-day official visit. 

The Minister will be interact-
ing with students, startups and 
entrepreneurs as part of the 
Government’s focus on young 
Indians and to provide them 
an enabling environment for 
their careers ahead. ‘New India 
for Young India : Techade of 
Opportunities’, is the theme of 
these interactions. 

Visits to four universities -- C 
S University in Surendranagar 
and Saurashtra University, R K 

University and Marwadi Uni-
versity in Rajkot are part of his 
itinerary.

Chandrasekhar’s first stop 
is at C U University, Suren-
dranagar tomorrow where 
he will meet startups and stu-
dents. The Minister of State 
for AYUSH, Dr. Mahendra 
Munjapara who is also the local 
Member of Parliament, will be 
present at the programme as a 
special guest.

Then Chandrasekhar would 
be traveling to Rajkot, where he 
will be meeting thought lead-
ers, members of the academia, 
trade and industry at R K Uni-
versity. The next day, the Min-
ister will be visiting Saurashtra 
and Marwadi Universities and 
hold interactions with stu-

dents, startups, innovators and 
academia.

The Minister will also be 
meeting CII industry leaders 
and representatives at Rajkot.

 Chandrasekhar who himself 
has been a technocrat, success-
ful entrepreneur - who built 
India’s first and largest wire-
less cellular network, has been 
holding such engaging sessions 
with students and startups 
across the country, to encour-
age them to acquire skills in 
emerging technologies. He has 
maintained that “Innovation is 
the mantra for going forward. 
Our startups, innovators & 
entrepreneurs will drive the 
Indian Economy towards $5 
Trillion & Digital Economy to-
wards $ 1 Trillion.”

MoS Rajeev Chandrasekhar to  
visit Gujarat tomorrow

START UP INDIA

TDG NETWORK 

Union Minister of 
State (Independent 
Charge) Ministry 

of Science and Technology; 
Minister of State (Indepen-
dent Charge) Ministry of 
Earth Science; MoS PMO, 
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances, Pensions, Space and 
Atomic Energy, Dr Jitendra 
Singh today said that In-
dia’s geospatial economy is 
expected to cross Rs 63,100 
crore by 2025 at a growth 
rate of 12.8%. He said, geo-
spatial technology has be-
come one of the key enablers 
in socio-economic develop-
ment by enhancing produc-
tivity, ensuring sustainable 
infrastructure planning, ef-
fective administration, and 
aiding the farm sector.

The Minister said, the 
Modi government is consis-
tently playing an enabler’s 
role in expanding the scope 
of geospatial applications in 
multiple spheres to benefit 
every section of the society 
in India.

Briefing the media about 
the upcoming Second Unit-
ed Nations World Geospa-
tial Information Congress 
(UNWGIC) scheduled in 
Hyderabad from October 
10-14, 2022, Dr Singh said, 
the Second UNWGIC as-
sumes significance as it is in 
sync with the Digital India 
initiative of the Govern-
ment of India to empower 
society digitally. He added 
that the government’s plan 
envisages the facilitation of 
location-based/GIS-based 
decision-making for plan-
ning, e-Governance, and 
better utilization of resourc-
es available.

The conference will be at-
tended by over 2000 del-
egates including 700 plus 
international delegates & 
participants from about 
120 countries. Moreover, 
National Mapping Agencies 
(NMAs) like the Survey of 
India, which has a glorious 
history of 255 years, senior 
officials, non-governmental 
organizations, academia, 

and industry, user, & private 
sector from across the globe 
will take part in the Geospa-
tial Congress.

Dr Jitendra Singh said, in 
the last eight years, India 
has been striving toward 
developing fundamental 
and essential infrastruc-
ture and facilities for citi-
zens. He said, under the 
New India Vision of Prime 
Minister Modi, the govern-
ment addresses core issues 
like water, health, educa-
tion, sanitation, housing, 
and infrastructure for all. 
Leveraging the power of 
geospatial information and 
technologies will help the 
country address its multi-
dimensional financial 

growth goals and sustain-
able development faster, the 
Minister added.

Dr Jitendra Singh em-
phasised that Geospatial 
technology and Geographic 
Information System (GIS) is 
going to make a significant 
impact in the way India has 
been adopting this technol-
ogy and moving ahead. He 
said, the world is looking at 
India as to how it is using 
technology to tackle some of 
the major humanitarian and 
sustainability problems.

Highlighting the role and 
scope of geospatial, Dr Ji-
tendra Singh said, “Accu-
rate, real-time geospatial 
information combined with 
other data, like demography, 

healthcare facilities, and 
vaccination centres, has im-
mensely helped us to tackle 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
emergency effectively.” He 
added that the government 
has been digitizing and 
mapping the entire rural 
sector to ensure better plan-
ning and implementation of 
the developmental schemes.

The Minister pointed out 
that the Rural Development 
Ministry has mapped over 
45 lakh km of rural roads 
by using 21 data layers of 
the map, which has digi-
tized information regarding 
water bodies, green areas, 
plots, and other structures 
essential for administrative 
purposes. He said nearly 2.6 

lakh gram panchayat had 
been covered by the ministry 
under the scheme of map-
ping and digitization.

Dwelling on the policy re-
forms aspects, Dr Jitendra 
Singh said, recognizing the 
critical role of national geo-
spatial and mapping agen-
cies, the commercial sector, 
and user industries, India 
is developing a conducive 
environment and syner-
gies for public-private part-
nerships through various 
policy reforms. He said, the 
Guidelines for Geospatial 
Data, the Drone Rules 2021, 
and the Draft Policies (Geo-
spatial, Remote Sensing, 
and Satellite Navigation) 
will liberalize, democratize, 

and commercialize the use of 
geospatial data and informa-
tion for planning and moni-
toring requirements within 
the country.

In his statement, Secretary, 
DST, Shri S. Chandrasekhar 
said, the Government of 
India is committed to ad-
vancing the critical role of 
integrated geospatial in-
formation management in 
implementing national and 
global development objec-
tives for a shared future 
and a more inclusive world. 
He said, India is steadfast 
in working together to 
strengthen geospatial infra-
structure at local, national, 
regional, and global levels 
and harness the potential of 

geospatial knowledge servic-
es by developing innovative, 
effective, and scalable solu-
tions to address sustainable 
development goals (SDGs).

ABOUT THE SECOND 
UNWGIC
Convened by the United 
Nations Committee of Ex-
perts on Global Geospatial 
Information Management 
(UN-GGIM), the Second 
UNWGIC 2022 will be orga-
nized by the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations and 
hosted by the Department 
of Science & Technology 
– Ministry of Science and 
Technology, Government  
of India.

UNION MINISTER DR JITENDRA SINGH 
SAYS, THE INDIAN GEOSPATIAL ECONOMY IS 
EXPECTED TO CROSS RS 63,100 CRORE BY 
2025 AT A GROWTH RATE OF 12.8%

GEOSPATIAL

TDG NETWORK 
The Minister briefs 
the media about the 
upcoming Second United 
Nations World Geospatial 
Information Congress 
(UNWGIC) scheduled in 
Hyderabad from October 
10-14, 2022

The conference will be 
attended by over 2000 
delegates including 
700 plus international 
delegates & participants 
from about 120 countries

Dr Jitendra Singh says, 
the world is looking at 
India as to how it is using 
technology to tackle 
some of the major hu-
manitarian and sustain-
ability problems

Leveraging the power of 
geospatial information 
and technologies will 
help the country address 
its multi-dimensional 
financial growth goals: 
Dr Jitendra 

THEME & 
HIGHLIGHTS

During a time when 
the world is recover-
ing from the socio-
economic impact 
of the COVID 19 
pandemic, the core 
theme of the Sec-
ond UNWGIC 2022 
‘Geo-Enabling the 
Global Village: No 
one should be left 
behind,’ will reflect 
on the importance of 
integrated geospa-
tial information to 
support sustainable 
development and 
the well-being of 
human kind, address 
environmental and 
climate challenges, 
embrace digital 
transformation and 
technological devel-
opment, and catalyze 
a vibrant economy. 
Also organised dur-
ing the AzadiKaAm-
ritMahotsav, the 
theme is in complete 
alignment with the 
vision of our Hon’ble 
Prime Minister  
“SabkaSaath,  
SabkaVikas”.
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top of the day

5.7 magnitude 
quake hits 
Japan
Tokyo: An earthquake 
of magnitude 5.7 jolted 
Japan’s kyushu island on 
Saturday, US Geological 
Survey said.
The quake hit around 
20:32:32 (local time) at a 
depth of 28.3km. Ac-
cording to the data by 
USGS, the epicentre 
was monitored at 31.322 
degrees north latitude 
and 131.457 degrees east 
longitude.
No casualties have been 
reported so far.
kyushu is the southwest-
ernmost of Japan’s main 
islands with a subtropical 
climate, mostly.
The region is majorly 
known for its active vol-
canoes, beaches and 
natural hot springs.

2 dead in 
avalanche, hits 
manaslu base 
camp
kAThmANdU: A huge 
avalanche hit Nepal’s 
manaslu Base Camp on 
Sunday.
The incident was con-
firmed by Tashi Sherpa 
who was trying to climb 
the eighth-highest moun-
tain in the world at 8,163 
metres. In a video shared 
by Tashi, avalanches 
can be seen descending 
toward the base camp.
he further divulged that 
few tents were destroyed 
in the avalanche with no 
human casualties, add-
ing, “more than 3 dozen 
tents have been damaged

sharif likely to 
visit china next 
month
ISlAmABAd: Pakistan’s 
Prime minister Shehbaz 
Sharif is expected to visit 
China in the last week of 
November, local media 
reported.

“last minute details are 
being worked upon, but 
the visit is very much on,” 
sources told The News 
on Saturday. meanwhile, 
Pakistan Embassy in 
Beijing hosted an event 
on floods in Pakistan to 
lay stress on the need for 
proactive climate action 
and international solidar-
ity to mitigate the effects 
of climate change.

“delighted to host repre-
sentatives of multilateral 
organizations, Chinese 
think tank and academia 
at the embassy. Briefed 
them on recent floods in 
Pakistan and Pakistan’s 
vulnerability to climate 
change.

24 killed in 
russian shelling 
of convoy
kyIv: At least 20 civil-
ians were killed in the 
Russian shelling of a 
civilian convoy carrying 
people fleeing in the “grey 
zone” between Russian-
controlled and Ukrainian-
controlled territory in 
eastern Ukraine in late 
September.

The Ukrainian official 
had said that Russia 
hit on seven vehicles 
between occupied 
Svatove in the luhansk 
region and Ukrainian-
held kupiansk which 
kyiv recaptured in the 
kharkiv region last 
month, according to Al 
Jazeera. This comes a 
day after Russia accused 
Ukraine of shelling a 
convoy of refugees, who 
are being evacuated 
from the kharkiv.

In the wake of Russian 
troops’  withdrawal 
from the strategic town 

of Lyman, the leader of the 
Chechen republic, Ramzan 
Kadyrov, called for using 
“low-yield” nuclear weap-
ons on the battlefield amid 
mounting pressure on Rus-
sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin to use nuclear weapons as 
the Russian army continues 

to face defeats in Ukraine.
“I do not know what the 

Defense Ministry reports to 
the Supreme Commander-
in-Chief, but in my personal 
opinion, we need to take 
more drastic measures, in-
cluding declaring martial 
law in the border territories 
and using low-yield nuclear 
weapons. “There is no need 
to make every decision with 
the Western American com-
munity in mind,” Kadyrov 
said on his Telegram chan-

nel. The Chechen leader also 
slammed the Russian gen-
erals amid the withdrawal 
of Russian forces from the 
strategic town of Lyman and 
said that it is about time for 
the Kremlin to take drastic 
measures. 

Meanwhile, Dmitry Med-
vedev, who was Russia’s 
president between 2008 
and 2012, also discussed 
nuclear weapons earlier 
last week and wrote on his 
Telegram channel, “If the 

threat to Russia exceeds our 
established threat limit, we 
will have to respond this is 
certainly not a bluff.” 

After Russia annexed four 
Ukrainian regions of Do-
netsk, Luhansk, Kherson, 
and Zaporizhia, concerns 
have been sparked globally 
that Moscow could resort to 
nuclear weapons. On Friday, 
Putin formally announced 
the annexation of four re-
gions—Donetsk, Luhansk, 
Kherson, and Zaporizhia—

and claimed that “this is the 
will of millions of people,” 
media reports said. 

Putin said the residents 
in the four annexed regions 
will now be Russia’s “citizens 
forever”. 

While denying any in-
tention of resurrecting the 
Soviet Union through the 
annexation, Putin accused 
Western countries of sanc-
tioning Moscow for its inva-
sion of Ukraine. Moreover, in 
a strong statement.

ukraine invasion

putin ally kadyrov calls for ‘using low-
yield nuclear weapons’ in ukraine
TDG NETWORK
moSCow 

Taking a dim view of the 
“grave” situation that has 
arisen in recent days, Pope 
Francis made an appeal to 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin to end the war and 
also to Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky “to be 
open to serious proposals” 
for peace, reported Vatican 
News citing a working trans-
lation of the pontiff’s address 
in Italian.

“My appeal is addressed 
first and foremost to the 
President of the Russian 
Federation, imploring him 
to stop this spiral of violence 
and death, also for the sake 
of his own people. On the 
other hand, saddened at 
the immense suffering of 
the Ukrainian people as a 
result of the aggression they 

have suffered, I address an 
equally confident appeal to 
the President of Ukraine to 
be open to serious propos-
als for peace,” he said. The 
speech was given by Pope 
Francis before leading the 

recitation of Sunday’s mid-
day Angelus prayer in Saint 
Peter’s Square. He expressed 
“great concern” and said 
that the course of the war in 
Ukraine has become “so seri-
ous, devastating and threat-
ening.”

Calling for an immediate 
ceasefire, Pope said it will be 
so if conditions for negotia-
tions are “based on respect 
for the sacrosanct value of 
human life, as well as the 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of each country”, 
and the rights of minorities 
and legitimate concerns.
“I deeply deplore the grave 
situation that has arisen in 
recent days, with further 
actions contrary to the prin-
ciples of international law. It 
increases the risk of nuclear 

escalation, giving rise to 
fears of uncontrollable and 
catastrophic consequences 
worldwide.” As it prolongs, 
Pope termed the war a “ter-
rible and inconceivable 
wound to humanity”.

clarion call 

‘how much blood must 
still flow?’: pope francis 
appeals to putin, Zelensky 
for immediate ceasefire
TDG NETWORK
vATICAN CITy

Pope Francis made an appeal to Putin and Zelensky to end the 
war and also to Ukrainian President

defence

australia, Japan and us 
raises alarm over china’s 
‘bullying’ in taiwan strait
TDG NETWORK
hoNolUlU

Australia, Japan and the US raised alarm over China’s “bully-
ing” in the Taiwan Strait following US House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi’s visit to the self-governing island in August this year.  
US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin held a Trilateral Defence 
Ministers Meeting (TDMM) with Australian Deputy Prime 
Minister Richard Marles and Japanese Minister of Defence 
Hamada Yasukazu in Hawaii on Saturday and called out 
China’s aggressive behaviour in the Indo-Pacific region. Read 
a US Department of Defense press release. 

“We are deeply concerned by China’s increasingly aggres-
sive and bullying behaviour in the Taiwan Strait and else-
where in the region,” Austin told reporters before his meet-
ing with Japanese Defence Minister Hamada and Australia’s 
Marles. The trio “discussed deepening trilateral defence 
cooperation” and “committed to taking concrete, practical 
steps together in order to anchor stability and prosperity in 
the Indo-Pacific region.”

pak cabinet approves legal 
action against imran khan 
over audio leaks
Pakistan’s Federal Cabinet has formally given the go-
ahead to start legal action against former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan over the recent audio leaks that purportedly 
featured him and his aides discussing a US cypher.

The federal cabinet met Friday with Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif in the chair. The cabinet accused Khan, 
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf chief, of compromising vital 
national interests for political gains, Geo News reported 
Sundday.

A handout issued after a meeting of the cabinet declared 
that the “theft” of diplomatic cypher records is an “un-
forgivable crime” and a violation of the Official Secrets 
Act, 1923.

“Vital national interests were damaged by giving con-
cocted meanings to the diplomatic cypher for political 
gains and the cable was stolen after fraud, forgery and 
fabrication,” the federal cabinet noted.

“It was the act of unpardonable crime against the state 
through which political interests were given priority over

the vital national interests,” it observed.
The cabinet formed a committee and recommended legal 

action over the audio leaks. “This is a matter of national 
security, which has serious implications for national inter-
ests and a legal action in this regard is vital,” the cabinet 
noted.

Taliban’s decision to ban female students above grade six from 
school has drawn widespread criticism at international levels. 

human rights

wardak residents 
urge taliban to reopen 
schools for girls

As human rights violations across the war-torn country con-
tinue under the Taliban regime, residents of Wardak province 
in Afghanistan called on the organisation to reopen schools 
for girls above grade six. 

As women and girls in Afghanistan are facing a human 
rights crisis, a teacher in the central province of Wardak, 
Shukria Husseini, launched a campaign to encourage girls 
to get an education in Afghanistan. I was the first woman to 
encourage girls to get an education. “Now I am very sad that 
they can’t study,” she said as she called out to the Taliban to 
reopen the schools for girls in grades 7-12 as soon as possible. 

“As the girls above grade six are not allowed to go to the 
schools, the families also prevent their daughters below grade 
six from going to school.”They say when the girls above grade 
six can’t be educated, the girls below grade six can also not be 
educated,” Husseini added.

Several human rights and education activists urged world 
leaders in an open letter recently to mount diplomatic pres-
sure on the Taliban to reopen secondary schools for girls in 
the war-torn country, as the Taliban’s brutal regime in Af-
ghanistan will soon complete a year in August. 

World leaders, regional allies, and international organisa-
tions were urged in the letter to take serious actions to fulfil 
their commitments in order to promote and protect Afghan 
girls’ rights, especially the right to education, which was 
snatched away from them after the Taliban-led Afghan gov-
ernment banned education for girls in classes 6 and above. 
The Taliban has imposed draconian restrictions on women 
and girls’ rights to freedom of expression, association, assem-
bly, and movement. 

The Taliban’s decision to ban female students above grade 
six from school has drawn widespread criticism at the na-
tional and international levels.

TDG NETWORK
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security

imran khan alleges 
security risk in audio 
leak case
TDG NETWORK
ISlAmABAd

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Chief Imran Khan on Saturday 
said that the leaked conversa-
tion between him and Azam 
Khan in the Prime Minister’s 
House was a breach of nation-
al security and would pose a 
threat to the nation if such con-
versations are leaked publicly. 

Imran Khan as saying, “It 
seems the secure connection of 
the Prime Minister’s House was 
recorded, which was later hacked and made public.” Khan 
further said that the contents of the cypher were made public 
after being presented before the National Security Committee 
as he discussed the conversations in the leaked audio tapes. 
Khan wanted to keep the matter private because of the OIC.

Imran Khan

protest

Global protests mark 
China’s National Day

As China prepares to hold 
the 20th National Congress 
of the Communist Party of 
China (CCP), which is widely 
expected to approve a third 
term for President Xi Jinping, 
anti-China protests were 
held all across the world to 
mark the National Day of 
China on October 1. 

In Tokyo, hundreds of Japa-
nese citizens came out on the 
streets to express solidarity 
with the oppressed people 
of Tibet, Xinjiang, Mongolia, 
Hong Kong, and Taiwan.

 Early morning joggers 
around the Chinese Embassy 
in Tokyo city were greeted by 
slogans criticising China for 
its brutal crackdowns in all 
minority regions. This was 
a protest against the contin-
ued denial of fundamental 
human rights, which they 
promised in the Chinese 
constitution. 

Posters also spoke of the 
damage China has caused to 
Japan in the past fifty years, 
despite Japanese companies’ 
having helped establish Chi-
na’s modern industrial foun-
dations. 

Later in the day, activists 
from across Japan, as well as 
representatives of the minor-
ity ethnic communities from 

China, walked to the centre 
of Tokyo carrying banners, 
flags, and posters denounc-
ing China. 

They urged the rest of the 
world to wake up to the harm 
China is causing. The dem-
onstration was held around 
the twin themes of ‘noth-
ing to celebrate’ and ‘day of 
shame’, both sentiments that 
echo strongly not just in Ja-
pan, but increasingly across 
the world. 

Just a couple of weeks 
ahead of the 20th National 
Congress of the CCP, such a 
gathering showed unequivo-
cally that despite businesses 
continuing to rely on China, 
the people of Japan wanted to 

send out a strong message to 
China and the CCP: respect 
the people and their rights. 
Without these, your power 
has no legitimacy, and your 
leadership will have no leg-
acy worth the name. 

A small protest was also 
organised in front of the 
Chinese Embassy in Vienna, 
Austria. Protesters were car-
rying anti-CCP posters and 
the Tibetan flag. 

Tibetan Diaspora along 
with President Nawang 
Lobsang Taglung of Tibetan 
organisation in Vienna held 
a symbolic protest. Nawang 
said, “the fight for Freedom 
of Tibet will continue in fu-
ture”.

Protest against China’s human rights violation in Toronto. 

TDG NETWORK
Tokyo

Australian Deputy Prime Minister Richard Marles with US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin
at joint press conference in Hawaii.

international law

Australia’s strategic view of 
the Indo-Pacific

Amid heightened Chinese 
aggression, Australia and 
the US reaffirmed their “un-
wavering commitment” to a 
free and open Indo-Pacific, 
saying all countries in the 
region are “free to choose 
their own destinies”.  

At a joint press confer-
ence with Australian Dep-
uty Prime Minister Rich-
ard Marles on Saturday 
(local time), US Defence 
Secretary Lloyd Austin 
said, 

“We are deeply concerned 
by China’s aggressive, es-
calatory, and destabilising 
military activities in the 
Taiwan Strait and else-
where in the Indo-Pacific.”

 Austin held a Trilateral 
Defence Ministers Meet-
ing (TDMM) with Marles 
and Japanese Minister of 
Defence Hamada Yasukazu 
in Hawaii on Saturday and 
called out China’s aggres-
sive behaviour in the Indo-
Pacific region. 

“We (the US, Japan, and 
Australia) remain focused 
on maintaining a free and 
open Indo-Pacific,” said 
Austin. 

Stressing the importance 
of the alliance system in 
the Indo-Pacific region, the 
US Defence Secretary said, 
“The US and Australia 
have long-standing ties of 
trust and friendship. 

We are both deeply dedi-
cated to freedom and de-
mocracy. We also share an 

unwavering commitment 
to a free and open Indo-
Pacific. In this region, all 
countries are free to choose 
their own destinies, where 
states respect international 
law and disputes are re-
solved peacefully without 
coercion or intimidation. 
They are the foundation of 
our unbreakable alliance. “

”These shared convic-
tions run deep, and they 
are the foundation of our 
unbreakable alliance,” said 
Austin. 

“The region and the world 
face a growing challenge 
from autocratic countries 
attempting to change the 
status quo through threats, 
coercion, provocative mili-
tary activities and even na-
ked aggression.” 

TDG NETWORK
hAwAII
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protest

Survivors of Kabul education 
centre blast stage protest
TDG NeTwork
Kabul

Following a deadly explosion at an 
education centre in Kabul on Saturday, 
a large number of students took to the 
streets of the city on Saturday. Some of 
them were said to be the survivors of 
the deadly blast. 

Some of the survivors of the ghastly 
attack at the Kaaj Educational Center 
that resulted in 60 deaths and injuries 
to several others reportedly took part 
in the protests, Khaama Press reported. 
As per local media, the student protes-
tors were also repressed by the Taliban, 
and the terror outfit reportedly used 
shafts as well as electric duty gear to 
disperse the students and beat the pro-
testors. 

The protests went on from the Pol-
e-Sokhta area of Kabul to the Moham-
mad Ali Jinnah hospital, according to 
Khaama Press. 

Meanwhile, numerous Kabul women 
from Afghanistan’s minority Hazara 
community on Saturday protested in 
the country’s capital against the terror 

attack at the Kaaj Educational Center. 
The female protestors dressed in black 
chanted slogans against the genocide of 
minorities and demanded their rights. 

Friday’s blast follows many recent at-
tacks against civilians and civilian infra-
structure across Afghanistan, includ-

ing in religious minority communities. 
Families of victims and local residents 
raised security concerns and called on 
the Taliban to ensure the safety of the 
public and punish those responsible 
after the ghastly attack at an education 
centre in Kabul left 60 people dead. 

Numerous kabul women from Afghanistan’s minority Hazara community on Saturday 
protested in the country’s capital against the terror attack at the kaaj educational 
Center. 

political crisis 

Ishaq Dar blames Imran Khan’s PTI 
for derailing country’s economy

Ishaq Dar, who replaced 
Miftah Ismail as the new 
Finance Minister of Pak-

istan, has taken a sharp dig 
at Imran Khan and blamed 
his party for the country’s 
poor economy as he vowed 
to provide more relief to 
the masses in the coming 
weeks. 

At a press conference re-
cently, Ishaq Dar lambasted 
the Imran Khan-led PTI 
government for Pakistan’s 
economic-driven political 
crisis and vowed to reverse 
the damage caused to the 
economy by the previous 
government, saying that he 
passed on relief to the peo-
ple by reducing fuel prices 
despite challenges, ARY 
News reported. 

The Finance Minister said 
that “we reduced petroleum 

prices last night and are 
making all-out efforts to 
provide more relief to com-
mon people.” 

“During the last five days, 
an improvement has been 
witnessed in the country’s 
economic indicators, in-

cluding the appreciation 
of the rupee,” the Finance 
Minister added, reported 
ARY News. 

Ishaq Dar, who was in-
volved in several corruption 
cases, was given the finance 
and revenue portfolios on 

Wednesday, shortly after 
being sworn in as Federal 
Minister. 

Dar was nominated by 
PML-N premier Nawaz 
Sharif and Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif during a 
meeting on Sunday. 

A newly appointed minis-
ter, earlier this week, arrived 
in the country along with 
PM Sharif, Dawn reported. 
In May, a Pakistani court 
issued a perpetual arrest 
warrant in a “corruption 
reference” against former 
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar. 

According to media re-
ports, Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif held a 
meeting with party supre-
mo Nawaz Sharif in London 
on Saturday, where it was 
decided that the ruling co-
alition would hand over the 
Finance Ministry to Ishaq 
Dar after he returns to the 
country.

TDG NeTwork
lahore

Pakistan Finance Minister Ishaq Dar

controversial

saga of pakistan: censorship, 
prison state

Pakistan recently celebrated 
its 75th Independence Day 
on August 14 and weeks 
after its anniversary, the 
country’s media regulatory 
authority, PEMRA, placed a 
ban on the live telecast of the 
speeches of Imran Khan, a 
former Prime Minister. It 
also blocked YouTube from 

carrying his speeches. 
The ban was a sequel to 

Khan’s thunder at a rally 
held in Islamabad two days 
earlier. Ever since he was 
booted out of power through 
a vote on the floor of Parlia-
ment some four months ago, 
he has been going around 
the country ‘slandering and 
threatening’ his political op-
ponents, critics, journalists 
and, above all, the military, 

which had helped him realise 
his political dreams. The ban 
on live telecast of his speech 
amounted to censoring his 
words, which is neither fair 
nor proper, as Dawn, the se-
date English daily from Kara-
chi, has observed editorially. 

The PTI leadership has 
since secured some relief 
from the courts, but that is 
not germane to our discus-
sion.

TDG NeTwork
Islamabad

human rights

turkish uyghurs protest against chinese occupation 
on its 73rd national day

A massive protest by Turk-
ish Uyghurs was staged in 
Istanbul on Saturday to pro-
test grotesque human rights 
violations by China on the 
occasion of its 73rd National 
Day. On October 1, Uyghur 
NGOs and the Uyghur com-
munity in Istanbul celebrat-
ed China’s National Day as 

the beginning of an era of 
occupation, persecution, 
starvation, and inhuman 
crimes against the peoples 
of East Turkestan, reported 
India Blooms. Uyghur NGOs 
protested near the Chinese 
Consulate in the Sariyer dis-
trict of Istanbul against the 
Chinese policies of assimila-
tion and genocide. 

Uyghur protestors number-
ing around 1000–1200 in-

cluded all sections of the Uy-
ghur community, including 
women, children, and the el-
derly, reported India Blooms.
Uyghur leaders spearheading 
the protest included Hiday-
etullah Oghuzhan-President 
of East Turkestan Educa-
tion and Solidarity Associa-
tion (ETESA), Abduselam 
Teklimakan-President of East 
Turkestan New Generation 
Movement (ETNGM).

TDG NeTwork
Istanbul

Turkish Uyghurs protest against illegal occupation on China’s 
National Day.
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Children 
dressed up 

as Mahatma 
Gandhi during 
a programme 
‘Sarv Dharm 

Sabha’ on the 
occasion of 

the 153rd birth 
anniversary 
of Mahatma 

Gandhi, at Karni 
Singh stadium, 

in Bikaner on 
Sunday. 

REMEMBERING ‘BAPU’ 

#GandhiJayanti

‘May we always live up to Bapu’s 
ideals’: netizens pay triBute to 
MahatMa Gandhi
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday paid homage 
to the father of the Nation Mahatama Gandhi on his 
birth anniversary. Paying homage to Mahatma Gandhi 
on his 153rd birth anniversary, PM Modi tweeted, “This 
Gandhi Jayanti is, even more, special because India 
marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. May we always live up 
to Bapu’s ideals. I also urge you to purchase Khadi and 
handicrafts products as a tribute to Gandhi Ji.
 In a message shared on Twitter, President Droupadi 
Murmu said, “Gandhi Jayanti is an occasion for all of 
us to rededicate ourselves to the values of his inspiring 
life- peace, equality and communal harmony. Observing 
it this year assumes a special significance as the nation 
has been celebrating the Amrit Mohotsav, marking 75 
years of Independence. This is the time, for all of us, to 
work towards the realization of Gandhi ji’s dreams of 
India."
Taking to Instagram stories, Priyanka Chopra Jonas 
shared a picture featuring Mahatma Gandhi. along with 
a caption. She wrote Love is the strongest force the 
world possesses"- Mahatma Gandhi. #GandhiJayanti."

“I have seen 
even the poor 
of the country 
always come 
forward to 
adopt new 
technologies. 
Technology has become democratic in its 
truest sense.”

— NareNdra Modi

BRAIN-PICKING

Prime Minister, while launching 5G services.

REPRESENTATION

‘WE ARE dAUGhTERS Of INdIA’: 
PRIyANKA TEllS KAMAlA 

TDG NeTwork
WAShINGTON                                      

In a discussion with American Vice President Kamala Harris 
recently, Priyanka Chopra termed both of them as ‘Daughters 
of India’. In her opening remarks, Priyanka said, “In my home 
country of India, women have held the highest elected offices. 
From our first-twice elected Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 
1966 to our current president, Droupadi Murmu. “

“It’s so baffling to me that in this country (US), the great land 
of so much opportunity, so much revolution, we have not seen 
that final glass ceiling shattered,” she continued.

Priyanka further drew parallels between her and Harris 
by adding, “ I think we’re both daughters of India in a way. 
You’re a proud American-born daughter of an Indian mom, 
I am an Indian born of two physicians, as parents and a re-
cent immigrant to this country who totally still believes in the 
wholehearted, you know, American dream.” Priyanka said.

Meanwhile, Vice President Harris, talked about various is-
sues, including reproductive rights, gun violence, pay dispar-
ity, and equal opportunities.

Priyanka Chopra and kamala Harris. 

SImraN SINGH 
NeW DeLhI                   

POlITICAl

As the Durga puja 
f e r v o u r  g a i n s 
peak with various 

themed pandals popping up 
across the country, an 'anti-
corruption pandal' has been 
set up in Kolkata to bring 
the message home. In what 
can be seen as a veiled attack 
on the Mamata Banerjee-led 
government in West Bengal, 
the anti-corruption pandal is 
themed after the SSC scam 
and other cases of alleged 
corruption. 

The Durga Puja pandal 
prominently displays cut-
outs and pictures of Partha 
Chatterjee, along with bun-
dles of cash, a dummy ED ve-
hicle, and a dummy property 
with ‘APA’ written at the gate. 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah was invited to inaugu-
rate the event. However, he 
was unable to attend because 
of prior obligations in Guja-
rat. In his absence, the Durga 
Pandal at the Eastern Zonal 
Cultural Centre was unveiled 
by Sukanta Majumda, the 
leader of the BJP Bengal di-
vision. 

“Puja is being done in a 

very traditional way. How-
ever, people who visit the 
pandals will get to see what-
ever is happening in the 
state,” said Rudranil Ghosh, 
head of the BJP’s Sankritik 
Manch, which was appar-
ently created by Kailash Vi-
jayvargiya and former BJP 
leader Mukul Roy. Accord-
ing to sources, some officials 
disagreed with the notion 
of holding the puja under a 
party banner. 

As far as the SSC scam is 
concerned, the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) 

has filed a chargesheet 
against 16 accused, including 
former state minister Partha 
Chatterjee.  It was alleged 
that the accused conspired 
with one another in order 
to gain an unfair advantage 
in the matter of appointing 
unqualified candidates to 
the posts of Group-C staff at 
various schools through the 
3rd RLST (NT), 2016, after 
the panel had expired.

The Durga Puja, also 
known as Durgotsava, is 
a yearly celebration that 
honours the Hindu goddess 

Durga and commemorates 
her victory over Mahisha-
sur. Over the years, Durga 
Puja has become an impor-
tant part of Indian culture, 
with innumerable people 
celebrating this festival in 
their own unique way while 
adhering to tradition.

Hindu mythology holds 
that the goddess comes to her 
earthly abode at this time to 
bless her devotees. From the 
reverberation of ‘dhaak’ and 
new clothes to delicious food, 
there remains a merry mood 
during these days.

Durga Puja celebrations get 
an ‘anti-corruption’ theme 

Posters of Partha Chatterjee at Durga Pandal.

BEllA hAdId GETS dRESS SPRAy-PAINTEd ON hER BOdy 
lIvE ON RUNWAy 

fAShION

Model Bella Hadid recently stunned 
everyone at the Coperni Show in Paris. 
As captured by New York Times fash-
ion critic Vanessa Friedman and many 
others on social media, the model, 25, 
appeared on the runway in nothing 
but a pair of underwear and heels, cov-
ering her breasts while a team of three 
men sprayed a dress on her body, Page 
Six reported.

The dress was made of Fabrican, a 
spray-on material that hardens into a 
wearable textile. The techs sprayed the 
fabric over her body in the shape of a 
dress, and, after some careful adjust-
ing, she walked down the runway in 
the stunning outfit.

Coperni is known for their daring 

styles—the brand went viral in April 
for their purse made of hand-blown 
glass, carried by Kylie Jenner and Doja 
Cat.

Bella’s appearance on the fashion 
show has garnered everyone’s atten-
tion.

Reacting to it, a social media user 
commented, “Bella Hadid is closing 
Coperni SS23, wearing a spray-on 
dress created live on the runway. Icon-
ic!”

Another one wrote, “Fashion history. 
Iconic. Pure art. Breathtaking. Bella 
Hadid closing coperni ss23 in a dress 
that was sprayed onto her during the 
show.”

Bella has been wowing all over the 
catwalk this month, hitting the runway 
earlier in the day for Victoria Beckham 
and walking in the Isabel Marant fash-
ion show with sister Gigi Hadid on 
Thursday. She also appeared in Lon-
don earlier this week for Burberry, and 
Milan and New York City before that.  

Bella getting her dress spray painted.

TDG NeTwork
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Girls in Kashmir find passion in Hockey 
EMPOWERMENT 

Hockey is becoming the new attraction 
for Kashmiri girls with its rising popu-
larity. The girls are becoming passion-
ate about the sport, and it is also leading 
to the empowerment of women in the 
valley.

Sports provide the girls with an op-
portunity to showcase their talent and 
make a bright future. 

The girls are showing a keen interest 
in participating in all types of sports.

The Jammu and Kashmir Sports 
Council and Kashmir Hockey Associa-

tion are organising a number of hockey 
tournaments in the valley, and the girls 
are also participating in them with full 
spirits.

The girls in the valley are show-
ing great performances in all types of 
games, including water sports, basket-
ball, martial arts, football, rugby, and 
hockey as well. 

As a result of this, the government too 
is trying to provide them with all types 
of facilities and is organising a series of 
tournaments.

The Organiser and President of Kash-
mir Hockey Academy said that games 
are being organised at night so that the 

youth stay away from drugs and remain 
busy playing sports, which will be ben-
eficial for them.

“We are preparing for the games 
at night. Our main aim is to keep the 
youth engaged. Night is the time when 
people go towards drugs. That’s why 
we have laid focus on keeping games at 
night. " he said, 

He further added, ":We hope that the 
National Sports of the country will 
bring the youth back from drugs. Turfs 
are being laid for the hockey games, and 
preparations are being made for other 
games too. We will soon inaugurate the 
night facility for cricket matches."

TDG NeTwork
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EXPERIENCE

‘TOKyO GAME ShOW 2022’ 
ShOWCASES vIRTUAl 
REAlITy GAMES

After a span of three years due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Japan’s famous “Tokyo Game Show 2022” is back. It is a 
platform where visitors can play games using virtual re-
ality and motion technology. Around 605 different com-
panies from 37 countries and regions displayed a wide 
variety of electronic games.

“We create motion experiences, motion games, and like 
what we are showing here is some motion music, rhythm 
games, and then we have a motion-based party game. We 
have motion-based driving games. We create games where 
we bring people together. It is always accessible that you 
don’t need any controllers to do it to play it. You only need 
to play the game with your body. So, this is the type of game 
that we create. The Tokyo Game Show will be one of the 
biggest gaming shows in the world. We are coming here 
and want to bring games to the Asian market when we 
bring our games to Japan,” said David Lee, Official, NEX: 
game company, Hong Kong.\

Virtual games at Tokyo Game Show 2022. 

TDG NeTwork
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fIvE BIzARRE fOOdS IN INdIA 
ThAT PEOPlE EAT
India is a land of great diversity and, well, amazing 
food. A variety of mouth-watering dishes can make 
anyone go crazy over Indian food. Indians keep their 
cuisine as their top choice, and some of them demand 
Indian food even if they go to another country. But do 
you know that certain weird dishes are made in India, 
which can blow your mind? Let us see.

Doh Khlieh 
This is another Meghalayan dish that is weird 
enough to surprise. If you’ve ever had pork and 
onion salad, this is very similar to that. But of 

course, there is a catch here. It’s the garnishing that it 
comes with. This delicacy is garnished with steamed 
pig›s brain; yes, you read that right. Pig brain, anyone?

JaDoh 
This is a popular dish with the Jaintia tribe in 
the Northeast, predominantly Meghalaya. It 
is made of rice, like your regular pulav, but 

there is a twist. It is cooked in the blood and entrails of 
either pig or chicken. So what do you think about pulav 
cooked in blood and intestines? 

dOG MEAT
All you dog lovers can stay away from this one. 
Though unheard of in the rest of the country, 
Nagaland has delicacies that include dogs, 

spiders, pork, beef, crabs, and even elephants. Dog 
meat is prepared in different ways and is a favourite 
amongst the tribal communities of Nagaland, Mizoram, 
and Manipur.

ChAPRAh
Looking to try something new? red ants, 
their eggs, and some spices. how does this 
sound to you? Maybe it repels you, or maybe 

it makes you curious. But the tribes in Chhatisgarh 
swear by the pungent and spicy chutney of the red ants. 
They even use red ants for garnishing. 

fROG lEGS
This exotic dish from Goa and Sikkim will 
make your head turn upside down. The bat-
tered and fried frog legs are considered to be 

of great medicinal value by the Lepchas community in 
Sikkim. It is known to have cured dysentery and other 
stomach ailments. And, no, you won’t start jumping like 
frogs after eating it.

— aPoorVa CHaUDHarY 

Doh khlieh
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ART EXHIBITION

‘Vibrant Rajasthan’ gives a 
glimpse of the opulent state
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Artwork by artist and curator Priyanka Banerjee.

The beautiful lines 
from Alfred Lord 
Tennyson’s Ulysses 

inspire the artist to venture 
out on adventure and seek a 
new world full of mirth and 
harmony. The princely state 
of Rajasthan is eternally 
known for its rich cultural 
heritage left behind by our 
forefathers. Through her 
exhibition ‘Vibrant Rajast-
han’ artist and curator Pri-
yanka Banerjee makes an 
endeavour to give a glimpse 
of the opulent state through 
her artworks. She draws in-
spiration from the rich art 
and culture of the state left 
behind by our ancestors. 

The art exhibition “Vibrant 
Rajasthan” is being organ-
ised from 3rd to 6th October 
at open Palm Court, India 
Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road, 
New Delhi.

Rajasthan is famous for its 
artistic and cultural tradi-
tions which reflect ancient 
way of life. The architecture 
of the majestic forts and pal-
aces of the vibrant state is 
unique and is based on the 
Rajput school of architecture 
which was an impeccable 
blend of Hindu and Mu-
ghal structural design. The 
Rajputs were prolific build-
ers. Some of the imposing 
and magnificent forts and 
palaces in the world dot the 
arid Aravalli landscapes and 
tell the tales of their glorious 
legacy.

The interplay of light and 

shadows on the architectur-
al marvels have always cap-
tivated the artist and have 
compelled her to transform 
this magic in her paintings. 

The havelis and jharokhas 
have found a special place 
in her paintings. In the an-
cient times, the women in 
purdah could see the events 

outside without being spot-
ted themselves. The golden 
hued jharokhas of Jaisalmer 
have been depicted in one of 
her paintings.

Camels, also known as the 
ship of desert are also sub-
jects of her paintings. This 
animal has been used by 
princes since time immemo-
rial to highlight royalty and 
regality. Camels are embel-
lished by the camel owners 
to attract the youth to travel 
across the arid Thar desert of 
Jaisalmer. Embellished cam-
els along with their owners 
are a subject of her paintings. 

Since time immemorial 
Rajasthan has been known 
for its famous traditional 
and colourful art. The same 
thing finds a reflection in the 
artist’s artworks where she 
paints Rajasthani women in 
their traditional attires doing 
different domestic chores. 
Rajasthan is also noted for 
its national parks and wild 
life sanctuaries. All of these 
find a sincere mention in her 
artworks. The forests are re-
plete with flora and fauna 
and are extremely important 
for ecological balance.

The serpentine lanes and 
by lanes of Jaisalmer, lanes 
and manganiars of western 
Rajasthan playing the ka-
maicha the bowed lute, the 
colorful by lanes of Jaisalm-
er abundant with colourful 
handicraft items, the tired 
shepherd leading the herd 
of sheep through meander-
ing fields, the eternal glory 
of majestic Mehrangarh 
fort, ruins of Chittorgarh 
reminding of the jauhar of 
queen Padmini, the convers-
ing camel owners of Pushkar 
fair are the subjects of her 
paintings.

Artist Priyanka Banerjee. Vibrant landscape of Rajasthan.

SUSTAINABLE LIVING

I DECIDED TO CREATE A MASS 
APPEAL FOR REVIVAL OF NATURAL 
INDIGO: SANGEETA GUPTA

With the objective to revive 
natural indigo painting 
renowned artist Sangeeta 
Gupta decided to create a 
painting that is abstract, 
conceptual, minimalist on 
natural sustainable khaddar 
fabric with organic indigo 
colour and dye. Handmade 
fabric is environment friend-
ly, natural colour and dye are 
handmade too and also they 
are chemical free. To pro-
mote sustainable living and 
natural indigo Prithvi fine 
art and cultural centre is 
set to organise a solo exhibi-
tion named ‘Adiyogi Shiv- A 
journey in cosmic indigo’ of 
textile paintings by Sangeeta 
Gupta from 6th to 12th Octo-
ber at Bikaner House Delhi.

Sangeeta Gupta has created 
the longest indigo painting 
on sustainable handspun 
khaddar textile titled, ‘Aadi-
yogi Shiv - A journey in cos-
mic indigo.’

In a candid conversation 
artist Sangeeta Gupta says, 
“I was in Jaipur to receive a 
lifetime achievement award 
for my contribution in the 
field of fine art in an art festi-
val organised by Art Fiesta. 
During the festival I met 
Ashok Aatreya, a writer, an 
old acquaintance. We had 
some meaningful conversa-
tion about the indigo natu-
ral colour and dye. On the 
last day of my trip Ashok 
took me to a work centre in 
Ratelia, Sanganer to give me 
hands-on experience with 
indigo. I started to paint on 
the fabric with dabu. I was 
excited to experiment and 
could really paint well. Then 
I decided to create a mass ap-

peal for revival of natural in-
digo by making a 100 metre 
long painting using the natu-
ral colour and dye on hand 
spun fabric.”

Artist Sangeeta Gupta had 
been conceptualising this 
painting since the end of De-
cember 2019. 

After purchasing hand-
spun khaddar cloth, natural 
indigo colour and dye, she 
started the actual painting 
and worked for nine days in 
Ratalia village, Sanganer at 
Shilpi Sansthan. 

She further added, “I first 
painted with dabu, a muddy 
paste with brush and then 
put sawdust on it and then 
sun dried the painting. After 
that it was soaked in drums 
of indigo dye and then 
washed and dried again. 
The second method applied 

for painting is that I dyed the 
khaddar cloth first in light 
shades of indigo, dried it 
and then painted on the cloth 
again with a paint brush in 
dark shades of indigo co-
lour. I have used both these 
methods to paint on the fab-
ric. I completed 185 metres in 
nine days. Then I returned to 
Delhi as coronavirus infec-
tion had started spreading 
in nearby city Jaipur. Later 
I painted on the dyed cloth 
with dark indigo. The rest of 
the 15 metres painting I com-
pleted in my studio at Delhi. 
These works are born out of 
infinite, formless energy of 
Aadiyogi Shiv, Ardhnarish-
war, the ultimate feminist. 
There is no beginning, no 
end, all encompassing, om-
nipresent Shiv is present in 
all of us.”

TDG NETWORK
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Artist Sangeeta Gupta working on her textile artworks.

Artworks by young autistic artists.

UNIQUE EXHIBITION

100 ARTISTS UNITE TO RAISE 
AWARENESS ON AUTISM
To demonstrate the values 
of inclusion and spread au-
tism awareness, this year in 
association with AuTypical.
in, Dhoomimal Gallery has 
created a section to show-
case works of young autistic 
artists in the professional 
grade. 100 young artists and 
sculptors are showcasing 
their artworks which will 
continue till 15th October at 
the 31st Ravi Jain Memorial 
Foundation Exhibition 2022 
presented by Dhoomimal 
Gallery. Nearly 220 artworks 
and sculptors have been dis-
played in the gallery by art-
ists from all over the country.

Established in 2020, Au-
Typical.in is a public pur-
pose platform for showcas-
ing the abilities of autistic 
children and young adults 
in the field of art. Autistic 
artists from all over India, 
from district towns to mega 
cities have exhibited their 
creations on this online plat-
form. This year, participa-
tion of autistic artists will be 
a new flavor that will be in-

troduced in professional art 
for the first time amongst the 
Art Galleries in New Delhi 
and will be unique in its 
treatment.

Speaking about the event, 
Uday Jain, Proprietor, 
Dhoomimal Gallery said, 
“In its 31st year the Ravi Jain 
annual exhibition has pro-
vided a budding platform to 
over 100 artists and sculp-
tors. Late Ravi Jain always 
believed that if the art move-
ment is to be perpetuated in 
the country, we cannot rely 
on the seniors alone and new 

talent should constantly be 
nurtured and promoted. 
The participation is from all 
over India across all medium 
painting, sculpture, installa-
tion, digital and judging is 
done by an eminent panel 
of senior artists, sculptors, 
critics and collectors. Hence 
the standard of the artists se-
lected is quite high.” 

Established in 1936, Dhoo-
mimal Gallery is the oldest 
contemporary art gallery in 
India. In the previous years, 
DMG has felicitated several 
young artists who went on 
to become known names 
and established themselves 
in the art fraternity. Every 
year, they award four schol-
arships to young artists de-
cided by a panel of esteemed 
judges. In previous years, the 
jury has included renowned 
artists such as K.S. Kulkar-
ni, Krishen Khanna, Bimal 
Dasgupta, GR Iranna, Pooja 
Iranna, Jagannath Panda etc. 
Awardees from the past in-
clude renowned names such 
as Sonia Khurana, G.R. Iran-
na, Nidhi Aggarwal, Hemraj 
and many more.

DEBJEET DEY

Minister of State for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, 
Electronics & IT Rajeev Chandrasekhar and Uday Jain, Director of 
Dhoomimal Gallery at the exhibition. 

GREAT NOVEL

‘Ponniyin Selvan: I’ is a sprawling period 
piece that also serves as a lesson in history

Mani Ratnam’s latest direc-
torial ‘Ponniyin Selvan: I’ is 
the first part of the Ponniyin 
Selvan saga based on Kalki 
Krishnamurthy’s 1955 novel 
‘Ponniyin Selvan,’ which 
is regarded as the greatest 
novel ever written in Tamil 
literature. The film which 
has suddenly stirred deep 
interest in the Cholas basi-
cally tells the story of Arul-
mozhivarman aka Ponniyin 
Selvan who later became 
the great Chola emperor Ra-
jaraja Chola I. The film stars 
an ensemble cast featuring 
the likes of Vikram, Aish-
warya Rai Bachchan, Jayam 
Ravi, Karthi, Trisha, Aish-
warya Lekshmi, Nassar, R. 
Sarathkumar, and Prakash 
Raj, among others.

Centuries before the Eu-
ropeans (Britain, Spain, 
France, Portuguese, etc.), 
the Cholas had succeeded 
in becoming an imperial 
superpower, imposing their 
colonial influence on Sri 
Lanka, Maldives, Indone-
sia, Malaysia, Thailand, and 
Cambodia under Rajaraja 
Chola (Reign: 985-1014 AD) 
and his son Rajendra Chola 
(Reign: 1014-1044 AD). It’s 
a testament to their naval 
dominance in the Indian 
Ocean that was unheard of 
at the time.

Their conquests beyond 
the Indian mainland were 

instrumental in the spread 
of Indian culture far and 
wide. Interestingly, the 
Cholas even had envoys in 
China. That’s how influen-
tial they were as rulers and 
understood well the impor-
tance of trade and diploma-
cy. Rajaraja Chola’s empire 
included the erstwhile Pan-
dya territory in southern 
Tamil Nadu, the erstwhile 
Chera country in central 
Kerala and western Tamil 
Nadu as well as northern Sri 
Lanka. He also captured the 
Lakshadweep and Maldive 
Islands in the Indian Ocean. 

Rajaraja’s successful mili-
tary campaigns against Kar-
nataka’s ancient dynasty 

of Western Gangas as well 
as Chalukyas extended the 
Chola influence as far as 
the Tungabhadra River. On 
the eastern coast he battled 
with the Chalukyas for the 
possession of the Godavari 
districts. 

The Chola Empire was 
greatly expanded during 
the reign of Rajaraja’s son 
Rajendra Chola. Other than 
his conquests in the Indian 
Ocean, he even succeeded 
in defeating the Palas (who 
ruled over the present-day 
Bengal and Bihar) and took 
the title of Gangaikonda-
chola (as he became the 
first Chola king to conquer 
the kingdoms around the 

Ganges). It was such an un-
precedented feat for a South 
Indian ruler to extend his 
influence beyond the Gan-
ges that he even built a new 
capital city called Gangai-
konda Cholapuram to com-
memorate his momentous 
achievement. The Cholas 
built great temples and cit-
ies as art, artists, and ar-
tisans flourished. India’s 
merchant navy training 
ship TS Rajendra has been 
named in Rajendra Chola’s 
honour. 

But, Kalki’s novel merely 
focuses on the early days 
of Arulmozhivarman, long 
before he became Rajaraja 
Chola I. Mani Ratnam’s two-
part film adaptation is com-
pletely faithful to the novel. 
In ‘Ponniyin Selvan: I,’ the 
story’s main focus is on 
the early days of the battle 
for succession to the Chola 
throne during the later years 
of the reign of the aging king 
Sundara Chola (Reign:  962 
– 980 AD) whose two sons, 
Aditha Karikalan (played 
by Vikram) and Arulmozhi 
Varman, are mighty suc-
cessful in their conquests 
for the Chola empire in Kan-
chi and Sri Lanka, respec-
tively. Aditha Karikalan is 
the crown prince. 

Unbeknownst to Sundara 
Chola (essayed by Prakash 
Raj), the Chola treasurer 
and minister of finance, 
Periya Pazhuvettaraiyar 
(portrayed by R. Sarath-
kumar), is conspiring with 
a group of royal chieftains 
to usurp the throne from 
Aditha for Aditha’s uncle 
Madurantakan. Sensing 

something fishy, Aditha 
sends his Vanthiyathevan 
(essayed by Karthi), a brave 
and adventurous warrior 
prince of Vaanar Clan, to 
alarm his farther about the 
impending danger. 

On the other hand, a group 
of devoted Pandya soldiers 
scheme to avenge the Pan-
dya King Veerapandiyan 
(played by Nassar) killed in 
a battle by Aditha Karika-
lan. What complicates the 
matter is Periya’s beauti-
ful enigmatic wife Nandini 
(essayed by Aishwarya Rai 
Bachchan) who actually 
happens to be Aditha’s first 
and only love. Nandini also 
shares a strange bond with 
Veerapandiyan. No one re-
ally knows with whom her 
truly loyalties lie. Battling 
deceit and deception while 
simultaneously coming to 
terms with the dangerous 
game of palace intrigue, the 
Chola princes have their 
task cut out. They must win 
the battle against the venge-
ful Pandyas while thwart-
ing the betrayal of Pazhu-
vettaraiyar.

‘Ponniyin Selvan: I’ is re-
plete with spectacular mo-
ments and wonderful per-
formances with Aishwarya 
Rai Bachchan leading from 
the front. Evidently, the 
de-aging technology seems 
to have done wonders as 
we get to see the former 
Miss World in her element. 
Vikram, Karthi, Trisha, 
Prakash Raj and the rest are 
also brilliant in their respec-
tively roles. However, if you 
are looking for a Baahubali 
type of film then you will be 
greatly disappointed. Here 
is a very different kind of a 
period piece that also serves 
as a lesson in history.

MURTAZA ALI KHAN

Mani Ratnam’s latest directorial ‘Ponniyin Selvan: I.
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GURU SPEAK FESTIVAL OF NAVARATRI
Navaratri (The Festival of Nine Nights) is an occasion for invoking 
Parashakti, the supreme power that is the very cause of the universe. 
Vijayadasami (the Victory of Goddess Durga) marks the successful 
completion of this occasion. These last few days are a time for vows, 
spiritual practices, and worship. Negativities such as laziness, lust, an-
ger, pride, envy, impatience, and a lack of faith are obstacles to spiritual 
practices. Navaratri is all about overcoming obstacles through austerity 
and finding contentment. 

It also teaches us that through prayer, one gains strength, auspicious-
ness, and wisdom. 
The ultimate reality of the universe is pure consciousness. This con-
sciousness never undergoes any change, not even when the universe is 
manifested from it. We refer to the power behind this universe as Devi. 
God and divine power are synonymous, just as the sun and its light, 
honey and its sweetness, or a word and its meaning are. 

MATA AMRITANANDAMAYI

During this time of transformation, nature sheds the old and gets rejuvenated. 
According to Vedic sciences, matter reverts to its original form to recreate itself 
again and again. The creation is cyclical, not linear; everything is recycled by 
nature – a continuous process of rejuvenation. The human mind, however, lags 
in this routine cycle of creation.
The Mother Divine is recognised not just as the brilliance of intellect (buddhi) 
but also the confusion (bhranti); she is not just abundance (lakshmi), she is also 
hunger (shudha) and thirst (trishna). Realizing this aspect of the Mother Divine 
in the entire creation leads one to a deep state of Samadhi. Through wisdom, 
devotion, and nishkama karma, one can attain advaita siddhi, or perfection in 
the non-dual consciousness.

Though Navratri is celebrated as the victory of good over evil, the actual fight is 
not between good and evil. From the Vedantic point of view, victory is absolute 
reality over the apparent duality. In the words of Ashtavakra, it is the poor wave 
that tries to keep its identity separate from the ocean, but to no avail.SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR 

The festival of Navratri (nine nights) celebrates the Divine Feminine and is 
a time of great festivity in India. The last three days of Navratri are the time 
of Saraswati and the quality of sattva. Sadhguru speaks about this quality.
There is no physical entity without all these three dimensions—sattva, rajas, 
and tamas. Every atom has these three dimensions of vibrance, energy, and of 
a certain static nature. If these three elements are not there, you cannot hold 
anything together. It will break up. If it is just sattva, you won’t remain here 
for a moment–you will be gone. If it’s just rajas, it’s not going to work. If it’s 
just tamas, you will be asleep all the time. So, these three qualities are pres-
ent in everything. It is just a question of to what extent you mix these things.

Moving from tamasic nature to sattva means you are refining the physical 
body, the mental body, the emotional body, and the energy body. If you refine 
this so much that it becomes very transparent, you cannot miss the source 
of creation that is within you. Right now, it is so opaque that you cannot see 
it. The body has become like a wall, blocking everything.  SADHGURU JAGGI VASUDEV

Why does someone 
try to please peo-
ple? Many people 

are doing great work but feel 
a constant need for others’ 
appreciation to feel worthy. 
Such people will do every-
thing to please others, but 
ironically, they rarely feel ap-
preciated. Often, their loved 
ones take them for granted, 
and they feel used and disre-
spected, but they don’t retali-
ate. They are seldom happy.

Sadly, when people-pleas-
ers want something for 
themselves, they find nobody 
indulges them, whereas they 
are constantly trying to keep 
everyone happy. They feel 
disrespected at work and at 
home, and yet they hanker 
after those very people who 
ignore them to gain their 
acceptance. To attract atten-
tion, they’ll dress up and act 
differently. At times, they can 
act in ways that harm them. 
Especially on social media, 
where just a few unfollows 
or a flurry of likes can create 
havoc with emotions.

On the other hand, some 
refuse to adjust to people. 
They are often righteous 
and proud. They aren’t easy 
to live or work with, as they 
have a warped sense of self-
importance. Such people, 
too, are seldom happy.

A certain classical musician 
was raised in the city and sel-
dom went to the countryside. 

Once, when he was invited 
to a village, he brought along 
his instrument, a shehnai, 
to perform great ragas for 
his hosts; but they weren’t 
too keen on listening to his 
classical music, and wanted 
to hear modern tunes. The 
musician felt disrespected 

and sat quietly throughout 
the afternoon, refusing to 
play anything, citing tired-
ness. His pride wouldn’t 
let him play their kind of 
music. He couldn’t compre-
hend that the village people 
were a simple lot and they 
had no intention of insulting  
him at all.

 The man walked out of 
the gathering, intending to 
leave the village that night. 
It was early evening, and 
he decided to take a stroll in 
the countryside to raise his 
spirits. He came to a pond 
and saw many buffaloes ly-

ing around, happily chewing 
cud and swishing their tails 
to get rid of flies.

The musician sat down and 
watched them. He thought; 
‘Why not perform for these 
buffaloes? They are no dif-
ferent from those foolish vil-
lagers!’ and he began to play 
his favourite music in front 
of them. The music was so 
beautiful that even he was 
moved to tears. But when he 
looked at his “audience,” he 
was dismayed. The buffaloes 
remained oblivious to what 
he was playing!

Seeing that even this audi-
ence was not interested, the 
musician grew sad. Just as 
he was getting up to leave, a 
mosquito flew past his nose, 
buzzing and humming. Sud-
denly, he thought, ‘Why not 
change the music?’ and he 
sat down and picked up his 
shehnai once more.

Now he began to imitate 
the sounds of mosquitoes 
and flies. Furthermore, he 
even imitated a lost calf’s call 
for help! Many buffalo re-
sponded! They stood up ea-
gerly and began to move their 
tails rhythmically. A satisfied 

smile came to the musician’s 
face. He had the buffaloes 
dancing to his music!

The next day, he went back 
to the village gathering. He 
improvised and played the 
latest popular music on his 
shehnai for his hosts and 
received a standing ovation!

Music and words have dif-
ferent effects on different 
people. Remember the last 
time someone refused to 
listen to you? Next time, in-
stead of getting frustrated, 
why not change the music? 
Once they are interested, 
maybe you can make them 
‘dance’ to your tunes!

Why give others the pow-
er to make you feel lousy or 
great? Ultimately, it’s about 
how much we respect our-
selves. Others’ reactions 
cannot be a benchmark 
of our self-worth. Do help 
people who need your help, 
but stop being a doormat. Be 
polite but firm in refusing 
when someone demands 
something that you don’t 
believe you should do. How-
ever, learn to have fun too. 
At times, we become rigid 
about something inconse-
quential. Once in a while, 
you can change the music 
you enjoy and play for the 
buffaloes! When people re-
alise that you do things for 
them because you want to 
and not because you have 
to, they will appreciate you 
without you having to chase 
it down. 

Captain Deepam Chatterjee 
(Retd.) is the author of The Mil-
lennial Yogi, Penguin Random 
House India. He is on Insta-
gram @deepam.chatterjee

WHY NOT CHANGE THE MUSIC?
SELF-IMPORTANCE 

DEEPAM CHATTERJEE
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WOMEN’S ASIA CUP

Indian batter Jemimah 
Rodrigues expressed her 
happiness on her return 

to the national side from in-
jury on a positive note after 
a 41-run win over Sri Lanka 
in their Women’s Asia Cup 
2022 campaign opener.

Jemimah Rodrigues’ 76-
run knock and bowlers 
helped India’s women’s 
cricket team defeat Sri Lan-
ka by 41 runs in their first 
Women’s Asia Cup 2022 tie 
at Sylhet Outer Cricket Sta-
dium on Saturday. “Good 
start to the Asia Cup More 
than anything I was just 
happy to be back after in-
jury with the team I love the 

most. Remembering every 
single person who helped 
and supported me through-
out this time, without you 
all it wouldn’t be possible 
We keep raising the bar!,” 
tweeted Rodrigues.

Rodrigues had suffered a 

hand injury in August and 
did not feature in India’s his-
toric tour of England, which 
saw Women in Blue captur-
ing the ODI series by 3-0.

Coming to the match 
against Sri Lanka, India was 
put to bat first by their op-

ponents.
Women in Blue put up a 

fighting 150/6 in their 20 
overs. After openers Shafali 
Verma (10) and Smriti Man-
dhana (6) fell early, it was 
Rodrigues who pulled back 
India into the game with 
skipper Harmanpreet Kaur 
(33) by her side. They had 
a 92-run stand. Rodrigues 
scored 76 off 53 balls with 
11 fours and a six. Though 
regular wickets meant that 
India could not cash on the 
momentum brought by this 
partnership.

Spinner Oshadi Ranas-
inghe (3/32) strangulated 
Team India’s run flow with 
her tight bowling and by tak-
ing some key wickets at the 
right time.

Chasing 151, Lankans 
looked less than ordinary 
while batting. Except for 
Hasini Perera (30) and 
Harshitha Samarawickrama 
(26), nobody could contrib-
ute much with the bat.

Spinners Dayalan He-
malatha (3/15) and Deepti 
Sharma (2/15) and Radha 
Yadav (1/15) inflicted a lot of 
damage on Sri Lankans, tak-
ing more than half of their 
wickets. Pace attack also 
did a great job, with Pooja 
Vastrakar taking 2 for 12 in 
3 overs.

Jemimah earned a ‘Player 
of the Match’ award for her 
fluent half-century. India’s 
next match of the tourna-
ment will be against Malay-
sia on Monday. 

TDG NETWORK
SYLHET  

Indian batter Jemimah Rodrigues.

Sathiyan Gnanasekaran.

Happy to be back with team I love the 
most: Jemimah after India’s win

HEAD INJURY

DESPERATELY WANTED TO 
TAKE PART IN NATIONAL 
GAMES: BAJRANG PUNIA
TDG NETWORK
AHMEDABAD 

A freak head injury, 
resulting in five 
stitches at the World 

Championships in Belgrade, 
ended Bajrang Punia’s 
chances of participating in 
the ongoing 36th National 
Games here.

But despite that, the ace 
grappler made an appear-
ance at the wrestling arena 
in Mahatma Mandir on 
Saturday, as a guest. “The 
National Games is the only 
tournament which I haven’t 
participated till now. I have 
been part of many interna-
tional tournaments, but miss 
being a part of the National 
Games. In 2015, I was train-
ing in the US and couldn’t be 
a part, and this time around, 
the stitches on my head 
didn’t heal on time,” he said.

“After the World Champi-
onship, there was very little 
time to recover. I desperately 
wanted to be a part of the 
Games here,” Bajrang added.

The 28-year-old is highly 
impressed with the efforts 
put in by the organisers of 
the 36th National Games, 
saying that the standard here 
matches the international 
tournaments, he has been a 
part of.

“Congratulations to Guja-
rat for grabbing the oppor-
tunity to host the National 
Games with both hands. At 
the same time, I appreci-

ate the Prime Minister’s ef-
fort and his keen interest in 
sports due to which he came 
to launch the Games,” he 
said.

The Asian Games gold 
medallist feels that the Na-
tional Games will provide 
the right platform for up-
coming players to showcase 
their talent.

“For the younger players 
participating in the Games, 
I believe this will boost their 
confidence and give them 
a feel of the international 
exposure. Even the hotels 
and the food they are being 
served is very impressive,” 
he said.

On the personal front, Ba-
jrang said that the stitches 
have healed and he is back to 

training as preparations for 
the next Olympic cycle starts 
for the four-time World 
Championship medallist.

“The injury has gradually 
healed, and I’m back in train-
ing. There are no major im-
mediate tournaments but in 
2023, we have the Pro Wres-
tling League, Asian Cham-
pionship, World Champion-
ship and the Asian Games. 
The qualifications for the 
Paris Olympics will start at 
the Worlds, and the focus 
has now shifted towards the 
Olympic cycle,” he said.

“We will be training most-
ly in India for the next one 
month or so, before deciding 
on exposure trips, it could be 
Russia or the US,” he said be-
fore signing off.

Olympic bronze medallist Bajrang Punia.

WORLD TEAM TT CHAMPIONSHIPS: INDIAN MEN’S TEAM DEFEAT GERMANY

The Indian men’s team con-
tinued its winning streak at 
the ongoing World Team Ta-
ble Tennis Championships, 
defeating Germany in their 
second Group 2 match of the 
tournament on Sunday.

India defeated their op-
ponents by 3-1 in the match. 
Sathiyan Gnanasekaran 
started off for India against 
Germany’s Benedikt Duda. 
Sathiyan was off to a bad 
start, losing his first two sets 
by 11-13, 4-11. However, the 
highest-ranked Indian TT 

player kept his nerves and 
made his way back into the 
game with wins in two sets 
by 11-8, 11-4. With things 
even at 2-2, he secured the 
closely fought final set by 
11-9.

At this point, India estab-
lished a 1-0 lead.

In the next game, India’s 
Harmeet Desai locked horns 
against Qiu Dang.

Desai lost the first two sets, 
before bouncing back to win 
a highly competitive third 
set. He lost the final set, los-
ing the game by 1-3 (7-11, 9-11, 
13-11, 3-11) to Dang.

Germany was back in the 
game, with scores at 1-1.

Manav Thakkar was the 
next up for India, hoping to 
turn this deadlock in his na-
tion’s favour against Ricardo 
Walther. Thakkar started 
fantastically, winning the 
first set by 13-11, before los-
ing the next one by 6-11. 

Thakkar kept his calm and 
finished the next two sets 
with a win by 11-8, 12-10 to 
seal the game 3-1.

India was once again lead-
ing at 2-1 after this win.

Gnanasekaran was back 
in action in a highly crucial 
fourth game against Dang, 
who had defeated Desai. 
Gnanasekaran started off 
with losses in two sets by 10-
12, 7-11. He made a remark-
able comeback in the next 
three sets, winning them 
by 11-8, 11-8, and 11-9. This 
whole game was high in in-
tensity and it was Gnanasek-
aran’s speed and strokeplay 

that prevailed.
With this victory, India 

won the match by 3-1.
The Indian men’s table 

tennis team had made a 
winning start to their cam-
paign at the championship 
in China with a win over Uz-
bekistan in their first Group 
2 match of the tournament 
on Saturday.

Team India crushed their 
opponents, gaining a clean 
sweep of 3-0 in their match.

The World Team Table 
Tennis Championships 
started in China on Septem-
ber 30 and will go on till Oc-
tober 9. 

GROUP 2 MATCH

TDG NETWORK
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INDIA’S FINEST SUNDAY NEWSPAPER. PUBLISHED FROM  NEW DELHI.

Sundays have this depressing habit of being calm as a cup of camomile.

Sunday was designed as a day of rejuvenation, not as a restless vacuum.

It is an opportunity to fill the mind, not empty it. Sunday are a pause, a comma between a busy week before and an exciting 

one ahead.  The choice is simple.

Either you allow your minds to become potato-couched by inanity, or you read what you are holding  

(for which, many thanks).

The Sunday Guardian has been designed and written for a very special  reader: sharp knowledgeable, involved and 

aesthetic, who understands how to use  leisure. It is written to make your mind whir across a wide horizon of  information, 

entertainment, opinion and fine reading. Like it does after a great cup of coffee.

In 20 pages it captures all you need to know. A special section is  written and edited by young people who bring their 

distinct flair, focus and the courage to be different.

Enjoy the coffee. Sugar, okay?



THREE-MATCH SERIES

Shikhar Dhawan to lead 
India’s ODI team against SA

Batter Shikhar Dhawan will 
lead Team India in the three-
match ODI series against 
South Africa as the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) announced the squad 
on Sunday.

Shreyas Iyer has been 
named as the vice-captain. 
India will take on South Af-
rica in the three-match ODI 
series, starting October 6. 
Ranchi and Delhi will host 
the second and third ODI, 
respectively, on October 9 
and 11. 

Shreyas Iyer, who is part 
of the reserves named for 
the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup in Australia, will be the 
vice-captain with Deepak 
Chahar and Ravi Bishnoi 
the other players from the 
standby list to be named in 
the ODI team.

The senior players of the 
current team like Rohit 
Sharma, Virat Kohli etc are 
playing in the three-match 
T20I series against South 
Africa and are now rested 
for the upcoming ODI series.

The Indian cricket team is 
expected to fly to Australia 
on October 6, before the ICC 
T20 World Cup, to attend a 
special preparation camp.

For a training camp leading 
up to the T20 World Cup, 
the Indian side will fly out to 
Australia on October 6, two 
days after the T20I series 
against South Africa is over.

India squad against South 
Africa: Shikhar Dhawan (C), 
Shreyas Iyer (VC), Ruturaj 

Gaikwad, Shubhman Gill, 
Rajat Patidar, Rahul Tripa-
thi, Ishan Kishan (WK), San-
ju Samson (WK), Shahbaz 
Ahmed, Shardul Thakur, 
Kuldeep Yadav, Ravi Bish-
noi, Mukesh Kumar, Avesh 
Khan, Mohd. Siraj, Deepak 
Chahar. 
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NATIONAL GAMES 

Rosy Paulraj, Ajith share 
spotlight with National records

Pole-vaulter Rosy Meena 
Paulraj (Tamil Nadu) scaled 
new heights to share the 
spotlight with Weightlifter 
and state-mate N Ajith, both 
rewriting National records in 
the 36th National Games in 
Gandhinagar.
Rosy Meena Paulraj, 24, who 
got into a good rhythm, was 
able to improve her personal 
best from 4.00m to 4.20m to 
break VS Surekha’s National 
as well as National Games 
records set in 2014 and 2015 
respectively. Ajith broke the 
National Record in the Clean 
and Jerk with a lift of 174kg to 
push National Games record 
efforts by track and field ath-
letes into the shade.
Long-jumper Jeswin Aldrin 

(Tamil Nadu) was the big-
gest winner on the second 
day of track and field com-
petition at IIT Gandhinagar. 
He first claimed the National 
Games record when he leapt 
to 8.21m effort on his third 
try. Even as Commonwealth 
Games medal winner M 
Sreeshankar passed his last 

four attempts, Jeswin Aldrin 
improved to 8.26m on his 
last attempt.
Shot-putter Tajinderpal 
Singh Toor (Services) and 
400m runner Muhammed 
Ajmal (Kerala) also rewrote 
National marks but the day 
belonged to weightlifter 
Ajith.
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FOOTBALL STAMPEDE

DARK DAY FOR FOOTBALL: FIFA 
PRESIDENT GIANNI INFANTINO
FIFA President Gianni In-
fantino on Sunday said that 
the riot and ensuing stam-
pede at a football match in 
Indonesia that killed 174 
people is a “dark day” for the 
sport.

The violence broke out at 
a stadium in East Java dur-
ing a game between Arema 
and Persebaya Surabaya. 
At least 174 people died in 
the stampede, Deputy East 
Java Governor Emil Dardak 
told local media on Sunday 
afternoon. Other official or 
government-backed sourc-
es put the number between 
129 and 182. The resulting 
stampede led to cases of suf-
focation. After the match in 
East Java province between 
Arema FC and Persebaya 
Surabaya ended on Satur-
day night, supporters from 
the losing team invaded the 
pitch to express their frus-
tration, police said.

FIFA issued an official 
statement in which Presi-
dent Gianni Infantino said 
that the football world is in a 
state of shock following the 
tragic incidents.

“The football world is in a 
state of shock following the 
tragic incidents that have 
taken place in Indonesia at 
the end of the match between 
Arema FC and Persebaya 
Surabaya at the Kanjuruhan 
Stadium,” FIFA President 
Gianni Infantino said in an 
official statement released 

by FIFA.
“This is a dark day for all 

involved in football and a 
tragedy beyond compre-
hension. I extend my deepest 
condolences to the families 
and friends of the victims 
who lost their lives follow-
ing this tragic incident,” he 
added.

“Together with FIFA and 
the global football commu-
nity, all our thoughts and 
prayers are with the victims, 
those who have been injured, 
together with the people of 

the Republic of Indonesia, 
the Asian Football Con-
federation, the Indonesian 
Football Association, and the 
Indonesian Football League, 
at this difficult time,” Gianni 
said.

Many of the top football 
clubs around the world, 
including Manchester City, 
Manchester United, and 
Barcelona among others ex-
pressed condolences to the 
families affected by the hor-
rific incident.

“Manchester United is 
deeply saddened by the 
tragedy in Malang, Indo-
nesia. We send our sincere 
condolences to the victims, 
their families, and everyone 
affected,” tweeted Manches-
ter United.

“Paris Saint-Germain 
would like to offer its deepest 
condolences to the families 
and loved ones of those who 
lost their lives in the stadium 
tragedy in Malang, Indone-
sia,” Paris Saint-Germain 
tweeted.
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Violence breaks out at a stadium in East Java during a game be-
tween Arema and Persebaya Surabaya. 

UNIQUE DOUBLE

ABHISHEK PAL, PARUL CHAUDHARY 
TAKE HOME BOTH 5000M GOLD
Uttar Pradesh’s Ab-
hishek Pal and Parul 
Chaudhary complet-
ed a unique double at 
the National Games 
here on Saturday, 
winning the Men’s and 
Women’s 5,000m gold 
for their state.
Parul Chaudhary was 

delighted with her perfor-
mance but Abhishek Pal was 
a slightly disappointed man 
even though he beat the stiff 
challenge of Services’ Karit 
Kumar and Sawan Barwal, 
as well as that of defending 
champion G Lakshmanan, 
for the title.
“I am happy to win here but 

am still disappointed,” he 
said after his win, revealing 
that he was eying the Games 
record as well.
Abhishek Pal recorded a 

timing of 14:07.25s, falling 
short of the Games record of 
13:50.05.
“Yes, I was eyeing the re-

cord. But I want to do my 
best in events like the Asian 
Championships and the 
Asian Games,” he said, out-
lining his future plans. “I 

also want to secure a place in 
the NCOE before the 

resumption of the 
National Camp,” 
the 25-year-old 
said.
“After I joined the 

Sports Author-
ity of India National 

Centre of Excellence 
(NCOE) in Bhopal, in 

2015, my career took an up-
ward curve,” he pointed out, 
revealing his reasons.
Hailing from a family of 

runners, Abhishek Pal has 
come a long way since he 
finished fifth in the 5,000m 
race in the National Games 
in Thiruvananthapuram 
seven years ago.
He was fifth in the 5,000m 

and seventh in the 10,000m 
in the Asian Championships 
in April 2019. And now, with 
more experience under his 
belt, he is confident he can 
be on the podium at the next 
continental meet.
However, Abhishek Pal’s 

distance-running state-

mate Parul Chaudhary 
was pleased with her first 
National Games gold, win-
ning the title with a timing 
of 16:34.68.
“Though I have not done 

much speed work, I was 
confident I would be able to 
sprint to the finish if I stayed 
close to the leaders, no mat-
ter who did the front-run-
ning,” she said.
After the World Athletics 

Championships in Oregon 
in July last, the 27-year-old 
from Meerut has been in 
the off-season. Though Ut-
tarakhand’s Ankita Dhyani, 
Maharashtra’s Komal Jag-
dale, Haryana’s Bharti and 
Himachal Pradesh’s Seema 
took turns at holding the 
lead, Parul Chaudhary pro-
duced a kick over the last 
200m that left the challeng-
ers well behind.
Abhishek Pal will get an-

other chance to break the 
Games’ record when he 
takes part in the 10,000m 
on Monday. 
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David Miller’s explo-
sive ton went in vain 
as Indian bowlers 

hold their nerve to clinch the 
T20I series 2-0 after 16 run 
victory in the second T20I 
against South Africa here at 
Barsapara Cricket Stadium, 
Guwahati on Sunday.

With the win, Team In-
dia took an unassailable 
lead 2-0 over South Africa. 
For South Africa, Miller 
slammed an unbeaten 106 
in 47 balls while Quinton 
de Kock played a knock of 
not out 69 off 48. For India 
Arshdeep Singh bagged 
two wickets while Axar 
Patel settled for one wicket.

Defending the target 
of 238, India’s Arshdeep 
Singh dented South Af-
rica’s chase by bagging the 
wickets of Temba Bavuma 
and Rilee Rossouw in one 
over.

Aiden Markram and 

Quinton de Kock then 
played some careful shots 
while taking singles to 
ease some pressure from 
the team. Axar Patel then 
gave Proteas a big blow as 
he dismissed well-set batter 
Markram for 33 off 19 balls. 
South Africa lost important 
three wickets in under eight 
overs.

Markram’s wicket invited 

David Miller to the crease. 
Miller with de Kock found 
quick boundaries while 
taking singles at regular 
intervals. After 10 over of 
the match, South Africa’s 
score read 70-3.

With huge pressure on 
their head, Miller shifted 
gears and slammed Ravi-
chandran Ashwin for 
back-to-back two sixes and 

gathered 19 runs alone in 
the 12th over of the innings.

While smashing Indian 
bowlers all around the 
ground Miller brought up 
his half-century in 25 balls 
with a huge six off Arsh-
deep. De Kock also shifted 
gears and slammed back-
to-back two sixes in Axar’s 
over and piled up 18 runs.

After 15 overs South Af-
rica needed 95 runs in 30 
balls. In the 16th over of 
the match, Miller slammed 
Harshal for two successive 
fours and gathered 13 runs.

Quinton De Kock also 
brought up his half-century 
in 39 balls. It was a hard-
fought innings by Quinton 
as he anchored a much-
needed great partnership 
between him and Miller.

De Kock started the 18th 
over of the match with a 
stunning six, however, the 
latter could not do much as 
Harshal delivered the spell 
with great line and length 

and restricted Proteas bat-
ters to score runs in his 
over.

In the 19th over of the in-
nings, the duo of De Kock 
and Miller hammered Ar-
shdeep for 26 runs by slam-
ming big shots. In the last 
over of the match, Miller 
brought up his blistering 
century in 46 balls. On 
the last ball of the match, 
Miller slammed a huge six 
but failed to guide his team 
home by 16 runs in the mas-
sive run chase.

The explosive Proteas duo 
failed to take their team 
home in the massive run 
chase and handed India a 
T20I series win.

Earlier put to bat first, 
India posted a daunting 
total of 237/3 with the help 
of stunning half-centuries 
from Suraykumar Yadav 
and KL Rahul. Surayku-
mar slammed 61 runs in 22 
balls, while Rahul played a 
knock of 57 off 28. 

2ND T20I
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India’s Suryakumar Yadav plays a shot during the 2nd T20I match 
against South Africa, at Barsapara Cricket Stadium, in Guwahati 
on Sunday.

INDIAN BOWLERS HOLD 
NERVE TO CLINCH SERIES 2-0 
AFTER 16-RUN WIN OVER SA

REMARKABLE PERFORMANCES

HARYANA TOPS THE MEDAL TALLY WITH 39 
MEDALS IN NATIONAL GAMES
Haryana continues to shine 
in the 36th National Games 
going on in Gujarat. Hary-
ana players are winning 
medals in every event. It will 
not be wrong to call Haryana 
the capital of sports with 
such remarkable perfor-
mances by the players. This 
may be seen from the facts 
that Haryana continues to 
lead the medal tally with 18 
gold medals in the National 
Games. Haryana has a total 
of 39 medals including 18 
gold, 12 silver, and 9 bronze 
medals till 5:30 pm on Octo-
ber 2.

Haryana clinched the first 
gold medal in the weightlift-
ing competition held on Sun-
day. In the 81 kg weight cat-

egory, Deepak Lather won 
the gold medal by lifting a 
remarkable 170 kg lift. Simi-
larly, female sportsperson 
of Haryana are performing 
outstanding in the National 
Games. In the cycling track 
event, Haryana’s Taniksha 
Khatri won gold and Pra-
chi Lohan brought laurels 

to the state by winning a 
silver medal. Apart from 
this, Shiva Narwal won a 
silver medal in the 10m pis-
tol. Haryana girl’s team also 
won a silver medal in double 
sculls rowing. Apart from 
this, the Haryana boy’s team 
also added one more medal 
to Haryana’s medal tally by 

winning a silver medal in 
foil fencing sports event. The 
girls’ team also brought lau-
rels to the state by winning 
a silver medal in the Track 
Cycling event.

Chief Minister Manohar 
Lal said that Haryana’s soil is 
where sports are rooted. The 
children here have always 
outperformed in sports. All 
they need is the right plat-
form and coach, which will 
turn them into future role 
models. The Haryana Gov-
ernment is making strenu-
ous efforts to improve the 
skills of the players and pro-
mote sports.

More than 600 players 
from Haryana are partici-
pating in the 36th National 
Games going on in Guja-
rat. Till now the players of 
Haryana have won 9 gold, 5 

silver, and 4 bronze medals 
in wrestling. Similarly, 2 gold 
and 3 silver medals in shoot-
ing, 2 gold in netball, 2 gold 
with 1 silver and 3 bronze 
medals in athletics, 1 gold 
medal in rugby, 1 gold and 
2 silver medals in cycling, 1 
gold medal in weightlifting, 
2 bronze medals in kabaddi 
and 1 Silver Medal in Table 
Tennis.

Significantly, the National 
Games 2022 is being orga-
nized in six cities of Gujarat – 
Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar, 
Surat, Vadodara, Rajkot, and 
Bhavnagar. 

Around 7,000 athletes 
from 28 Indian States, and 8 
Union Territories, and Ser-
vices (Teams of the Indian 
Armed Forces) are compet-
ing for medals in 36 different 
sports. 

Antim Panghal, won the gold medal in women’s 53kg wrestling on 
Sunday.
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