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Pan-IndIa Party launched

Kcr’s natIonal ambItIon: 
telangana rashtra samItI Is now 
bharat rashtra samItI

Telangana Chief Minister 
and Telangana Rashtra 
Samiti President K Chan-
drasekhar Rao on Wednes-
day launched the Bharat 
Rashtra Samiti (BRS), the 
new name of the Telan-
gana Rashtra Samiti (TRS), 
marking his first step to-
ward becoming a national 
party ahead of the 2024 
elections. 

The launch took place at 
1.19 p.m. on Wednesday. 
The plan was materialised 
at the State General Body 
meeting of ministers, MPs, 
MLAs, MLCs and district-
level coordinators among 

other leaders at the party 
headquarters Telangana 
Bhavan in Hyderabad. 

K Chandrashekar Rao 
presided over the meeting. 
JD(S) leader and former 
Karnataka chief minister 
HD Kumaraswamy along 
with 20 of his MLAs at-
tended the launch event at 
the TRS headquarters. 

The party also made nec-
essary amendments to its 
constitution in the same 
meeting and sent the resolu-
tion and the amended party 
Constitution to the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) 
which was accepted by the 
Commission.

Later in a press statement, 
KCR clarified the broad as-

pects for launching a nation-
al party. In the statement, he 
said, “It is not a hasty deci-
sion to float a national party. 
India is a union of states. 
Comprehensive develop-
ment is possible only if the 
states and the country de-
velop together.”

KCR outlined the two ar-
eas of his priorities: Gender 
and caste discrimination. 
“Due to gender discrimina-
tion, women, who constitute 
half of the country’s popu-
lation, are not taking part 
in the development. Dalits 
could not take part in the 
development of the coun-
try due to caste discrimina-
tion. Both women’s power 

helping hands 
 Union Home Minister Amit Shah greets the people gathered for a 

public rally, in Baramulla district on Wednesday. aNI

top of the day

relIance hosPItal 
gets bomb threat 
call
Mumbai: a threat call was re-
ceived at HN reliance Foundation 
Hospital on Wednesday where 
the unknown caller threatened to 
blow up the hospital and issued 
death threats to reliance Indus-
tries chairman Mukesh ambani 
and his family. “at 12.75 pm today 
and again at 5.04 pm October 5, a 
call was received at the call cen-
tre of Sir HN reliance Foundation 
Hospital threatening to blow up 
the hospital and threatening to 
take the lives of Mukesh ambani, 
Nita ambani, akash ambani and 
anant ambani. 

PresIdent 
sKIPs dussehra 
celebratIons 
for ‘unforeseen 
cIrcumstances’
NeW delHI: President droupadi 
Murmu skipped the dussehra 
celebrations held at the red Fort 
ground today due to “unforeseen 
circumstances,” said the presi-
dent of the luv Kush ramlila 
Committee. Telugu actor Prab-
has and delhi CM arvind Kejriwal 
attended the dusherra celebra-
tions. “yesterday, we received 
a letter stating that President 
droupadi Murmu cannot attend 
the function due to unforeseen 
circumstances. delhi CM arvind 
Kejriwal and actor Prabhas will 
attend dusherra celebrations to-
day”, said arjun Kumar, president, 
luv Kush ramlila Committee.

uttarKashI 
avalanche: stIll 
many mIssIng 
UTTarKaSHI: Teams of State 
disaster response Force (SdrF), 
Indo-Tibetan border Police 
(ITbP) and Nehra Institute of 
Mountaineering (NIM) reached 
advance base Camp to rescue 
the trainees of NIM Uttarkashi, 
who were hit by an avalanche 
on draupadi’s danda Parvat 2 
summit. SdrF Commandant 
Manikant Mishra said that the 
three teams would first reach 
the Intermediate Camp and 1.5 
km away at the avalanche site on 
Thursday to rescue 26 trainees 
and four bodies trapped at the 
avalanche site. 
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‘Elections 
in J&K after 
voters’ list 
compilation’

P2 P2P2

In a major announcement, 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Wednesday said 
that the elections will be held 
in Jammu and Kashmir with 
“full transparency” as soon 
as the work of compiling the 
voters’ list is completed. 

Shah said that manner in 
which delimitation has been 
done in the region, represen-
tatives of the people’s choice 
will be elected. “As soon as 
the work of compiling the 
voters’ list is completed, elec-
tions will be held in J&K with 
full transparency. 

Earlier the delimitation 
was done in such a way 
that only the representa-
tives from the three families 
would be elected, no matter 
what you do. The delimita-
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fatal journey

32 dead, 18 
injured in Pauri 
Garhwal bus 
accident

Thirty-two people were 
killed and eighteen injured 
in the Pauri Garhwal bus ac-
cident, informed State Disas-
ter Response Force (SDRF) 
on Wednesday. 

SDRF spokesperson said, 
“In the bus accident in Rikh-
nikhal, Dhumakote, a total 
of 32 are dead while 18 peo-
ple have been injured.” Chief 
Minister Pushkar Singh 
Dhami announced financial 
assistance to the kin of the 
deceased in the Uttarkashi 
and Pauri Garhwal 

TaruNI GaNdhI 
bIlaSPUr

new Projects 

Pm modI 
Inaugurates 
rs 1471 cr 
bIlasPur aIIms 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi inaugurated the All 
India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) at Kothi-
pura in Bilaspur district on 
Wednesday.

Spread over an area of 
about 247 acres, this Rs. 1471 
crore 750-bedded premier 
medical institute would pro-
vide super speciality medi-
cal treatment to people of 
the region. Chief Minister Jai 
Ram Thakur thanked Prime 
Minister for dedicating de-
velopmental projects worth 
Rs. 3653 crores to the State.

Detail reports on page 5

sena vs sena

at dussehra rally, uddhav 
taKes dIg at eKnath: ‘thIs 
tIme ravan Is dIfferent’  
TdG NeTwork
MUMbaI

Dussehra rallies on Wedens-
day turned to be open battle 
grounds for Shiv Sena, led 
by Uddhav Thakeray and 
Eknath Shinde. Both the 
warring groups made po-
litical statements from their 
respective rallies, deviating 
from the rituals and reli-
gious fervour.

From the traditional 
Shivaji Park Dussehra rally, 
former Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Uddhav Thackeray 
took a dig at his bete noire 
the Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde, sayng that “different 

Ravana will burn this time.” 
“What will happen to Shiv 

Sena? Seeing the crowd here, 
the question now is, what 
will happen to the traitors? 
All have gathered together. 
Like every year, this time too 
Ravana will burn. But this 
time Ravana is different,” 
he told the crowd at Shivaji 
Park.

On the other hand, Shinde 
who was holding a paral-
lel rally at the MMRDA 
grounds, a short way off 
from Thackeray’s home, 
Matoshree. For the first 
time since the Shiv Sena’s 
inception 56 years ago, two 
Dussehra rallies are being 

held in Mumbai by the rival 
factions.

Shinde, who toppled the 
Thackeray-led coalition 
government few months 
ago, shared a Hindi couplet 
by famous Hindi poet Har-
ivansh Rai Bachchan that 
said whosoever is his heir 
will be his son and not the 
other way round. The refer-
ence of ‘heir’ was an indirect 
dig at Sena supremo and his 
son Aaditya Thackeray.  

“My son, being my son will 
not be my heir, whoever will 
be my heir will be my son,” 
read Bachchan’s couplet 
posted by Shinde loosely 

TdG NeTwork 
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straIght talKs 

neIther rss nor hIndus 
scare mInorItIes, that’s 
not In our nature: 
mohan bhagwat 

Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan 
Bhagwat on Wednesday said 
that it is “neither the nature 
of the Sangh nor Hindus” 
to endanger the minorities 
while also adding that the 
RSS resolves to stand on the 
side of brotherhood. 

Addressing the occasion 
of the Vijayadashmi festival 
here, where mountaineer 
Santosh Yadav was the chief 
guest, Bhagwat said, “Scare-
mongering is done among 
minorities that there is a 
danger to them because of us 
or Hindus. This has not hap-
pened in the past, nor will it 
happen in future. This is nei-
ther the nature of Sangh nor 
of the Hindus.” 

He said that “neither 

threatens nor gets threat-
ened” is the kind of Hindu 
society that is needed. 
“Self-defence and defence 
of our own become a duty 
for everyone against those 
who spread hatred, commit 
injustice and atrocity, and 
engage in acts of hooligan-
ism and enmity towards so-
ciety. ‘Neither threatens nor 
gets threatened’, this kind 
of Hindu society that is the 
need of the present times. 
This is not anti-anybody. 
Sangh resolves to stand on 
the side of brotherhood, am-
ity and peace,” he said. 

“The second type of ob-
stacle that hinders our San-
atana Dharma is created by 
forces who are inimical to 
Bharat’s unity and progress. 
They spread fake narratives, 
encourage anarchy, engage 

ajay jaNdyal
baraMUlla

no dIalogue wIth PaKIstan, 
Instead wIll talK to youth of 
jammu & KashmIr: amIt shah 

fIrm stand 

Lambasting the Nation-
al Conference chief 
Farooq Abdullah and 

Peoples Democratic Party 
president Mehbooba Mufti 
on their demands that the 
Centre should talk to Paki-
stan, Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Wednesday 
said that he would prefer to 
talk to the youth of Jammu 
and Kashmir rather than 
talking to the neighbouring 
country. 

Addressing a public meet-
ing here, on the last day of 
his three-day visit to the 

Union Territory which 
would conclude today, Shah 
launched an unsparing at-
tack on former Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Ministers 
Farooq Abdullah and Meh-
booba Mufti. He accused the 
‘Gupkar  alliance’ of “laying a 
red carpet” for Pakistani ter-
rorists into the country. 

Shah said, “Some people 
talk about Pakistan here. 
I want to tell them today, 
bring the statistics about the 
number of villages in PoK 
that have electricity. Electric-
ity has reached every village 
in our Kashmir. Mufti and 
company, and Abdullah and 
sons ruled Kashmir for 70 

years, but did not provide 
1 lakh houses, but Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
from 2014 till 2022, has giv-
en houses to 1 lakh people in 
J-K.” 

“Those who ruled for 70 
years here suggest me to talk 
to Pakistan. I have a clear 
view, I do not want to talk 
to Pakistan, I want to talk 
to the Gujjars, Paharis and 
Bakarwals in Baramulla. I 
want to talk to the youth of 
Kashmir. Think with open 
eyes and minds, those who 
spread terrorism, what good 
have they done to Kashmir?” 
he said adding that J-K has 
to join the race with other 

states which are moving 
ahead in the country.

“We do not have to follow 
the path shown by terror-
ists. I urge you to extend 
your support to us,” said the 
Home Minister. 

Shah said that the “Peo-
ples’ Alliance for Gupkar 
Declaration model” (PAGD) 
had presented the youth 
of the region with stones, 
closed colleges and machine 
guns in their hands, whereas 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s model has brought 
them education. 

“There are two models. 
One of PM Modi which gives 
employment, peace and 

brotherhood; and another 
is the Gupkar model which 
led to the Pulwama attack. 
PM Modi made a hospital 
in Pulwama at an expense 
of Rs 2,000 crore. The 
Gupkar model is laying the 
red carpet for the Pakistani 
terrorists into the country, 
whereas the Modi model 
is implementing an invest-
ment of Rs 56,000 crore on 
the ground giving employ-
ment to the youth. Gupkar 
model placed stones, closed 
colleges, and machine guns 
in the hands of the youth. 
Modi model has IIM, IIT, 
AIIMS, NIFT, and NEET 

The Union Home Minister comes down heavily on Abdullah and Mufti families 
saying  that they are laying a red carpet for Pakistani terrorists into India. 

not taKIng lIghtly 

India sends strong 
signals to Pakistan 
over terrorism amid 
Bajwa’s US visit 
T. BrajeSh
NeW delHI

P2 P2P2

P2

With the US hosting Pakistan 
Chief of Army Staff General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa amid 
speculation on revival of high-
level security partnership 
between Washington and 
Islamabad, India wants the 
Biden administration to give 
a strong message to the visit-
ing army chief on terrorism 
emanating from Pakistan’s 
soil. While keeping a close 
watch over the developments 
in Washington where Bajwa 
is meeting with the top US 
officials, New Delhi has de-

livered Washington a clear 
message about what it expects 
from the Biden administra-
tion vis-à-vis this visit. 

“The US must tell the 
army chief in no uncertain 
terms that Pakistan’s action 
against terror outfits leaves 
a lot to be desired,” sources, 
who are working closely with 
the diplomats in Indian em-
bassy to Washington, told The 
Daily Guardian. “The Biden 
administration is already 
aware of what India wants, 
for Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh and External Affairs 
Minister have already ap-

ThurSday | 06 ocToBer 2022 | Vol.1 Issue 121 | new delhI | rs. 5.00

10
XI defends 
chIna’s 
aPProach to 
human rIghts 
of mInorItIes

16
‘ImPortant I Play 
as many matches 
as PossIble 
ahead of 2023 
world cuP’

5
Pm dons 
hImachalI caP 
and shawl, 
In tune wIth 
festIval vIbes



Firm stand

no dialogue with Pakistan, instead will talk 
to youth oF Jammu & kashmir: amit shah 

‘Elections in J&K 
after voters’ list 
compilation’

roadmaP

tion that Election Commission has 
done, your own representatives will 

win the elections and rule,” Shah said while 
addressing a rally in Baramulla on the last 
day of his three-day visit to J-K.

Assembly polls to elect the government in the Union 
Territory are due since the abrogation of Articles 370 
and 35A on 5 August 2019. The Centre while abrogat-
ing the special status of the region, had said that the 
status of state will be given to Jammu and Kashmir 
at the appropriate time and the elections will be held 
after delimitation.

The orders of the Delimitation Commission were ef-
fective from 20 May with the Centre choosing the day 
for the move using powers of the Jammu and Kashmir 
Reorganisation Act, 2019. 

As per the final Delimitation Order, out of the 90 
Assembly Constituencies (ACs) in Jammu and Kash-
mir, 43 will be part of the Jammu region and 47 for 
the Kashmir region keeping in view the provisions 
of Section 9(1)(a) of the Delimitation Act, 2002 and 
Section 60(2)(b) of Jammu & Kashmir Reorganization 
Act, 2019. 

The Delimitation Commission was entrusted with 
the work of delimiting the Assembly and Parliamen-
tary Constituencies in the UT of Jammu and Kashmir 
on the basis of the 2011 Census and in accordance with 
the provisions of Part-V of the Jammu and Kashmir 
Reorganisation Act, 2019 (34 of 2019) and the provi-
sions of Delimitation Act, 2002(33 of 2002). 

not taking lightly

India sends strong 
signals to Pakistan 
over terrorism amid 
Bajwa’s US visit 

prised their US 
counterparts of their 
disappointment over 
the US’ evident soft 

corner for Pakistan despite the 
latter’s terror records,” sources 
said. “Now that the US govern-
ment is hosting Bajwa for an al-
most week-long visit, the Biden 
administration officials will have 
sufficient opportunity and time 
to give him a strong message on 
terror issues,” says a diplomat.

Bajwa called on US Secretary 
of Defence Lloyd Austin and 
National Security Advisor Jacob 
Suvllivan and discussed matters 
of mutual interests, a report 
says. What Indian diplomats 
are keen to know is whether the 
US officials discussed the issue 
of terrorism with the army chief 
or not, says an official. He will 
also be meeting with US Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken. 
Indian diplomats are said to be 
in touch with their US counter-
parts to have an idea about what 
is going on there.

Amid Bajwa’s visit to Wash-
ington, the statements that came 
from Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah and External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar were of great 
significance.  Addressing a rally 
at Baramulla, Amit Shah on 
Wednesday ruled out any talks 
with Pakistan while making clear 
that the Narendra Modi govern-
ment would fully uproot terror-
ism in Jammu and Kashmir.    

Just a day ahead of this rally, 
Jaishankar said, “No other 
country practises terrorism in the 
manner in which Pakistan has 
done. You show me anywhere 
in the world what Pakistan has 
done for so many years against 
India. After the 26/11 Mumbai 
attack, it is important for us to 
be clear to ourselves that this 
kind of behaviour and action 

is unacceptable and there will 
be consequences.” He also said 
while India is considered “expert 
in IT” (Information Technology), 
the neighbouring country is 
known as an “expert in Interna-
tional Terrorism”.

Sources told TDG that these 
statements from the top Indian 
ministers must have served the 
purpose as a blunt message 
to the American government 
amid its efforts to ramp up ties 
with Pakistan. The Pak Army 
chief being hosted by the Biden 
administration lends credence 
to Washington ignoring Islam-
abad’s poor record in tackling 
terrorism, says an official. In 
another significant develop-
ment that has come amid Bajwa’s 
visit to US, Union Home Minis-
try has designated 10 members 
of Hizbul Mujahideen (HM), 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and other 
proscribed outfits as terrorists 
under the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act (UAPA). Most 
of these designated terrorists are 
presently based in Pakistan, and 
they have been involved in grue-
some killings of innocent civil-
ians in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Several evidences have recently 
emerged to establish Pakistan’s 
army’s connivance with terror-
ists who were arrested in the 
valley over the past few weeks. 
Sources said that the Home Min-
istry’s move to designate these 
Pakistan-based individuals as 
terrorists could not have come 
at a more appropriate time than 
this, as Pakistan’s army chief is in 
Washington and all eyes are on 
the US to see if the government 
in Washington even seeks expla-
nation from him on fight against 
terror. This may be part of India’s 
strategy to ramp up pressure on 
the US government to call out 
Pakistan over terrorism.  

and Dalit’s 
power have been 
weakened and 
the development 

is not taking place.” 
KCR indicated that his na-

tional party will thrive for 
bringing the fundamental 
changes in the society. He 
said, “Radiant India needs 
to be made. India will grow 
better than America if the 
resources in the country 
used at optimum level. 
We still have a good time. 
We will expand across the 
country.” KCR has planned 
to travel the country in a bid 
to expand his party’s base 
and also try to unite a frag-
mented Opposition. Maha-
rashtra would be the first 
state where KCR is planning 
to travel. 

Earlier in May this year, 
KCR in his bid to unite 
the Opposition to take on 
the BJP at the Centre in 
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls, 
held a meeting with former 

Prime Minister HD Deve 
Gowda in Bengaluru where 

he discussed an alternative 
political outfit to the BJP.

Pan-india Party launched

kcr’s national ambition: 
telangana rashtra samiti is now 
bharat rashtra samiti

straight talks

Neither RSS nor Hindus 
scare minorities, that’s not in 
our nature: Mohan Bhagwat 

in crimi-
n a l  ac t s , 

foment terror, 
conflict and social 
unrest,” Bhagwat 

added. 
The RSS chief said that the 

Sangh will “keep emphasiz-
ing the word Hindu”.

“The concept of Hindu 
Rashtra is being discussed 
all over. Many agree with the 
concept but are opposed to 
the word ‘Hindu’ and prefer 
to use other words. We don’t 
have any issue with that. For 
the clarity of concept - we 
will keep emphasizing the 
word Hindu for ourselves,” 
he said. 

Calling for a comprehen-
sive policy on population, 
Bhagwat said that religion-
based population imbalance 
is an important subject not to 

be ignored. 
“Population control and 

religion-based population 
balance is an important sub-
ject that can no longer be ig-
nored...So a comprehensive 

population policy should 
be brought and should be 
equally applicable to all. 
Only then rules pertaining to 
population control will yield 
results,” he said. 

recognition

Union Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh 
on Wednesday ex-

pressed confidence in the 
armed forces of the coun-
try and said that they are 
the “pride of the nation”. 
“We are confident that our 
country is safe in the hands 
of our armed forces. The 
jawans of our armed forces 
and paramilitary forces are 
the pride of our country,” 
Rajnath Singh said after 
performing ‘Shastra Puja’ in 
the presence of Army Chief 

General Manoj Pande at the 
Auli Military Station in Ut-
tarakhand. 

He further said that India 
is the only country where 
“Shaastra” as well as “Shas-
tra” are worshipped. Singh’s 
remarks came while he 
was interacting with the 
Army jawans deployed at 
the forward post located on 
the China border in Uttara-
khand.

He was also seen with the 
latest weapons and ma-
chines used by the Army in 
the forward areas. He per-
formed the ‘puja’ to mark 
the celebrations of Vijaya-

dashmi, which is celebrated 
to bid adieu to Goddess 
Durga representing a day 
that marks the triumph of 
good over evil. 

According to mythology on 
this day Goddess Durga an-
nihilated the demon god Ma-
hishasura after a fierce battle 
that lasted for nine days. 
The day is also celebrated 
to mark the victory of Lord 
Ram over the king of Lanka, 
Ravana. 

Dussehra is marked with 
religious enthusiasm across 
the country. Ramlila, the 
dramatic folk re-enactment 
of the life of Lord Ram is 

staged for 10 days and con-
cludes on Dussehra. 

Effigies of the ten-headed 
demon king Ravana, his 
brother Kumbhakaran 
and son Indrajit are burnt 
with fireworks to signify 
the destruction of evil. 
Rajnath Singh is on a two-
day visit to Uttarakhand 
from Tuesday to celebrate 
the festival of Vijayadashmi 
with Jawans. Later, he ar-
rived at Badridham and of-
fer prayers at the Badrinath 
temple. 

On Tuesday, he also had 
‘Bada Khana’ with the sol-
diers in Dehradun. 

Soldiers are ‘real pride of 
India’: Rajnath Singh 
TDG NeTwork
Chamoli
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ambitious Plans 

Highlighting the develop-
ment push by the BJP-led 
Centre in Jammu and Kash-
mir, Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Wednesday 
said the region that was 
a terrorist hotspot earlier 
has now become a tourist 
hotspot due to the policies of 
the Modi government. 

Shah, who has been on a 
3-day visit to J-K, inaugu-
rated and laid the founda-
tion stone of 240 develop-
ment projects of about Rs 
2,000 crore in Srinagar 
on Wednesday. Shah also 
inaugurated and laid the 
foundation stones of sev-
eral development projects 
in Baramulla, Jammu and 
Kashmir and addressed a 
public meeting in the region. 

Several dignitaries includ-
ing Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha and Union Minister Ji-
tendra Singh were also pres-
ent on the occasion. 

In his address, the Union 
Home Minister said that 
the hills of Pir Panjal and 
Chenab and this region of 
Kashmir Valley are among 
the most beautiful areas of 
the world. 

amit shah launches ProJects 
worth rs 2,000 cr in srinagar 

sena vs sena

at dussehra rally, uddhav takes dig at 
eknath: ‘this time ravan is diFFerent’  

Fatal Journey

32 dead, 18 inJured 
in Pauri garhwal 
bus accident

for the youth. The youth 
wants education not stones 

in their hands,” he said. 
Shah asked the former chief 

ministers about the amount that 
was brought into the region as an investment 
during their respective tenures. 

Shah further accused the “three families” 
of J-K of being responsible for the killings of 
the residents of the region by terrorists. 

“Has terrorism done any good to anybody 
in the world? Can the sympathisers of terror-
ism tell of any such incident? 42,000 people 
of J-K have been victims of terrorism from 

1990 till today. Who is responsible for their 
deaths? The three families that ruled here 
were responsible. Terrorism is moving to-
wards extinction,” he said. 

Lauding PM Modi for bringing investment 
into J-K, Shah said that the region which was 
known to be a “terrorist hotspot” has now 
become a “tourism hotspot”. 

“Earlier, this was a terrorist hotspot, now 
it’s a tourism hotspot. You (Farooq and Me-
hbooba) gave stones and guns in the hands 
of the youth, whereas PM Modi gave laptops 
and mobiles into their hands by bringing in-
dustries here,” Shah said. 

tragedies. 
“An amount of Rs 2 lakh for deaths, Rs 

1 lakh for serious injuries, and Rs 50,000 
for normal injuries will be given to all those 

affected by these two tragedies,” the official informed. 
Condoling the kin of the deceased, Dhami said that 
the state government stands with the families. 

Earlier on Tuesday, a bus carrying a wedding pro-
cession of 50 people fell into a gorge near Simdi vil-
lage in Uttarakhand’s Pauri Garhwal district. “A 
wedding procession had left in a bus from here, Lald-
hang; an accident occurred. Information is being tak-
en from the family members. A rescue operation is 
still underway by Pauri Police and SDRF at the spot,” 
said Haridwar SP City Swatantra Kumar Singh. 

rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (rSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat 
pays tribute to the statue of rSS founder k.B. Hedgewar during 
Vijaya Dashami festival at Hedgewar Smruti Temple, in Nagpur 
on wednesday.

Telangana Chief Minister k Chandrasekhar rao interacts 
with his son and Telangana Minister kT rama rao during a 
meal with JD(S) leader and former karnataka Chief Minister 
HD kumaraswamy ahead of the launch of a national party, in 
Hyderabad on wednesday

translated from Hindi. Slam-
ming Thackeray, Shinde said 
that if Balasaheb Thackeray 
had been alive, Narayan 
Rane would have become 
the CM. 

“He (Uddhav Thackeray) 
didn’t feel ashamed of taking 
the Oath of CM. If Balasaheb 
Thackeray had been alive 
he would not have become 
CM, Balasaheb would have 
made Narayan Rane CM”, 
CM added. 

Balasaheb Thackeray’s 
son Jaidev Thackeray came 
to show his support and 
shared the stage with Maha-
rashtra CM Eknath Shinde 
during the Dussehra rally 

at Mumbai’s BKC ground 
on Wednesday. Extend-
ing support to CM Shinde, 
Jaidev Thackeray said, 
“Don’t leave Eknath Shinde 

alone. He is working for 
farmers and commoners”. 
Maharashtra CM Eknath 
Shinde and leaders from 
his faction attended the 

Shiv Sena Dussehra rally on 
MMRDA ground. 

Shinde paid tribute to 
Balasaheb Thackeray. 
‘Shashtr pooja’ (worship 
of arms) was performed 
for the 51 feet sword for 
which a Mahant was called 
from Ayodhya in UP. 
Shinde lambasted his for-
mer party leader Uddhav 
Thackeray over the alliance 
with Congress and called 
him a traitor. “Balasaheb 
Thackeray made an alliance 
with BJP. You did gaddari, 
we are not gaddar. You have 
committed a sin... go apolo-
gise to Balasaheb samadhi at 
Shivaji park”.

Uddhav Thackeray eknath Shinde

on the radar

Gautam lahiri

chiranJeevi 
show signals 
new equation?
megastar Chiranjeevi’s 
film release has recently 
turned to be a politi-
cal event. Tollywood 
‘megastar’ K. Chiran-
jeevi suddenly started 
praising his younger 
brother, actor-politician 
Pawan Kalyan and he 
promised his support to 
the brother. Chiranjeevi 
was with Congress 
party, but since 2018 
he remained aloof. his 
brother formed a sepa-
rate party and a strong 
critique of the Congress. 
a few days ago dur-
ing the media event 
on the release of his 
blockbuster ‘godfather’ 
both the brothers were 
seen together. and the 
super star of Telugu film 
openly announced his 
support for his brother 
may create a new politi-
cal equation in the state. 
When rahul gandhi will 
reach the state during 
his ‘Bharot Jodo Yatra 
Congress leaders of the 
state may discuss with 
him to take political call 
on the new combina-
tion actors duo’s future 
political Yatra.

raJasthan’s 
musical chairs
in the midst of the 
ongoing tussle between 
Chief minister ashok 
gehlot and his former 
deputy Sachin Pilot, 
fresh speculations has 
surfaced following Pilot 
reached the residence 
of state minister Pratap 
Singh Khachariyawas. 
according to insiders, 
the duo held discus-
sions for more than an 
hour. Khachariyawas 
was a staunch sup-
porter of Pilot but later 
he changed his loyalty 
and joined gehlot camp. 
Khachariyawas wanted 
a plum post if Sachin 
becomes Chief minister. 
if he changes side again 
rajasthan may witness 
another political coup 
very soon. But Sachin 
wants to keep his cards 
close to his chest and 
promised nothing to 
rebel camp leader.

heckled in 
triPura
Just before the rajya 
Sabha election for one 
seat in Tripura local 
Congress leader Sudip 
Burman wanted to 
cast his vote in favour 
of CPim candidate. But 
Congress party incharge 
of the state ajay Kumar 
flatly rejected his 
proposal. There was 
an open press confer-
ence, organised by the 
state party, to declare 
the party’s stand on the 
election. at the meeting, 
Burman openly chal-
lenged Kumar, signaling 
his resentment with the 
party high command. 
The indication is that 
Sudip may again quit 
Congress and form a 
separate entity to have 
an alliance with CPim 
in the coming assem-
bly poll in 2023. in the 
rajya Sabha election, 
former Chief minister 
of BJP Biplab Dev won 
comfortably.
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SAFE AND SECURE

Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah, in 
a security review 

meeting here, on Wednesday 
directed the strengthening of 
the security grid to ensure 
zero fear of terrorists and 
separatists.

The Minister also reviewed 
the working of the security 
grid and the progress made 
on various items of the se-
curity agenda in previous 
meetings to reduce the in-
cidents of terrorism and the 
stranglehold of the separat-
ist networks over the sys-
tem. Shah's direction came 
during the security review 
meeting earlier in the day. 
The Lieutenant Governor 

of Jammu and Kashmir, 
Manoj Sinha, and other se-
nior officials of the Govern-

ment of India, including the 
Army, Central Armed Police 
Forces, Jammu and Kashmir 

Police, and the officials of the 
Union Territory, attended 
the meeting. 

The Minister asked secu-
rity forces and the police to 
pro-actively conduct coordi-
nated counter-terrorism op-
erations to fulfil Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's vision 
of a prosperous and peaceful 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Shah appreciated the ef-
forts of the security agencies 
and administration of the 
Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir for keeping 
the streets free from violence 
and significantly restoring 
the Rule of Law.

Noting that the 'Har Ghar 
Tiranga' campaign during 
the Independence Day cel-
ebrations saw a new level 
of unprecedented enthu-
siasm, the Home Minister 
exhorted the security forces 
and the police to continue 
with the coordinated efforts 

through meticulous and 
well-planned counter-ter-
rorism operations to wipe 
out terrorism.

The cases registered un-
der the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act were also 
reviewed, and it was stressed 
that the investigation should 
be timely and effective.

"The agencies concerned 
should work on improving 
capacities to ensure qual-
ity investigation. The terror 
eco-system, comprising ele-
ments that aid, abet and sus-
tain the terrorist-separatist 
campaign to the detriment 
of the well-being of the com-
mon man, requires to be 
completely dismantled," 
said the Home Minister.

Shah has been on a three-
day visit to Jammu and 
Kashmir since 3 October.

Home Minister Shah reviews security 
in J-K, directs to strengthen grid
TDG NETWORK
SRINAGAR

Union Home Minister Amt Shah

TOP OF THE DAY

3 KILLED IN ROAD 
ACCIDENT IN 
SIRMOUR 
SIRMOUR: A total of three 
people died on Wednesday 
after their pickup vehicle 
fell into a ditch at Tik-
kari Road in Himachal 
Pradesh's Sirmour, the 
District Emergency 
Operations Centre (DEOC) 
informed. The deceased 
have been identified as 
Ramsawroop, Ishwarch-
and, and Geeta Ram from 
the village of Tikkari in 
Sangrah tehsil of Sirmour. 

GUJARAT CM 
FLOATS SCHEME TO 
BOOST INDUSTRY
GANDHINAGAR: In a 
statement from the Chief 
Minister's Office (CMO), 
Bhupendra Patel an-
nounced the Aatmanirb-
har Gujrat Scheme for 
Assistance to Industries at 
Gandhinagar on Wednes-
day, read a statement from 
Chief Minister's Office 
(CMO).The CM said that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has envisioned an 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat by 
2047, a year when India 
will celebrate 100 years of 
Independence. Under his 
leadership, India has risen 
as the fastest-growing 
economy on the global 
map. Given this opportune 
time, the scheme aims to 
attract industries and in-
vestors and thereby create 
large-scale employment 
opportunities.

LOK SABHA 
SPEAKER OM 
BIRLA ARRIVES IN 
INDONESIA
BALI: Lok Sabha Speaker 
Om Birla, who is cur-
rently in Indonesia to 
attend the P20 Summit, 
visited Garuda Wisnu 
Kencana Cultural Park 
(GWK) in Bali on Wednes-
day. Situated at Garuda 
Vishnu Kenkana Cultural 
Park, the gigantic Garuda 
Vishnu Kenkana statue 
is a spectacular archi-
tectural and engineering 
wonder. "The entire theme 
of the statue is premised 
on Indian mythology. On 
this occasion, Birla was 
briefed about the concept 
and inspiration behind the 
statue. Birla was happy to 
note that India's cultural 
excellence is beautifully 
reflected in the Balinese 
ethos," according to an 
official release. After that, 
Birla reached the world-
famous Uluwatu Temple in 
Bali. This temple is one of 
Bali's nine key directional 
temples. Adorned with 
marvellous architecture, 
it is situated in a unique 
place with thick clouds 
overhead and waves 
washing the cliffs.

PUNJAB CM 
URGES PEOPLE TO 
STAMP OUT SOCIAL 
MALADIES
SAS NAGAR: On the sacred 
festival of Dussehra, Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann on Wednesday gave 
a clarion call to people to 
eradicate the social mala-
dies in the state to restore 
its pristine glory, read a 
statement from the Chief 
Minister's Office (CMO). 
The Dussehra festivities 
were held at Phase 8 by 
the Dussehra Commit-
tee Mohali (Regd). The 
Chief Minister greeted the 
country's people, especially 
the Punjabis living across 
the globe on the sacred oc-
casions of Durga Puja and 
Dussehra (Vijaydashmi). 

TDG NETWORK
GANGTOK

GUILTY

Army court martial 
recommends sacking of 
NCO for harassment

Taking swift and strong 
action, an Army Court 
Martial has recommended 
dismissal from service and 
a one-year jail term for a 
non-commissioned offi-
cer (NCO) found guilty of 
sexually harassing a female 
Captain.

The incident took place 
last year when the lady of-
ficer had come to Sikkim 
for a river rafting course 
in the 17th Mountain Divi-
sion area where she was 
staying in official accom-
modation. In the court 
martial convened by the 17 
Mountain Division in Sik-

kim, the Havildar has been 
accused of using criminal 
force while attempting to 
outrage the modesty of the 
female officer belonging to 
the Military Nursing Ser-
vice, Army officials said 
here.

T h e  s e c o n d  c h a r g e 
against the NCO was that 
after forcefully entering 
the room of the officer, he 
made "sexually coloured" 
remarks, they said.

Once the incident hap-
pened, the lady officer 
managed to escape from 
the room and complained 
to the authorities there 
about the incident.

The Army authorities act-
ed swiftly and the NCO was 

put through a trial process 
where he was found guilty.

The court martial took 
place in the 617 EME bat-
talion in Sikkim and the 
jawan was recommended 
to face a one-year jail term 
along with dismissal from 
service last week.

The President Officer in 
the case was Lt Col Deep-
ak Shahi, while the pros-
ecution counsel was lawyer 
Akshit Anand.

The Indian Army has 
been very strict in cases of 
moral turpitude and finan-
cial misappropriation. In 
the last few years, several 
officers and men have been 
dismissed from service in 
these cases.
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REVISION

MUNDKA FIRE CASE: BUILDING OWNER 
MOVES PETITION DENYING DEFAULT BAIL

The building owner accused 
in Delhi's Mundka fire case 
has moved a revision petition 
challenging an order denying 
default bail to him by a trial 
court. The petitioner moved 
the application seeking bail 
over the non-filing of the 
charge sheet in the case. The 
application was dismissed by 
the court.

Additional Sessions Judge 
Hem Raj of Tees Hazari Court 
listed the petition for further 
hearing on September 13 after 
hearing the initial arguments. 
Manish Lakra has moved the 
petition through advocates 

Pradeep Kumar Arya and 
Kapil Dhaka, challenging the 
order of the Magistrate Court 
passed on August 6, 2022, de-
nying bail to him.

This case pertains to a fire 
incident in the Mundka area 
on May 13 in which 27 people 
were killed. An FIR was regis-
tered on May 14, 2022, under 
sections 308/304/120B/34 
IPC, at the Police Station, 
Mundka. The petitioner was 
arrested on May 15, 2022, and 
was produced before the court 
the next day. Thereafter, he 
was sent to judicial custody. In 
these circumstances, the peti-
tioner has been under custody 
since May 15, 2022, i.e., around 
80 days, the petition stated.

The counsel for the accused, 
Manish, submitted that in 
view of the investigations, only 
one offence u/s 304 Part II is 
alleged to be made out against 
the petitioner and, in view of 
the mandate of section 167 
CrPC, the period of comple-
tion of investigation and filling 
of charge sheet is 60 days if the 
accused is in custody. Thereaf-
ter, according to Section 167 (2) 
CrPC, the accused is entitled to 
be released on bail.

It is also submitted that the 
right of default bail, which is 
enshrined u/s 167 CrPC, is 
the fundamental and founda-
tional right of the accused as 
identified under the criminal 
jurisprudence of the land.
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PFI BAN

DELHI POLICE ARRESTS 
TWO MORE PFI MEMBERS

The Delhi Police have arrest-
ed two more members of the 
Popular Front of India (PFI) 
under the Unlawful Activities 
Prevention Act (UAPA) for al-
leged involvement in plotting 
and conspiring against the 
government and the country.

The case was registered at 
Khajuri Khas police station in 
the North district on Tuesday. 
"Two PFI members namely 
Ansar Ali and Muhammad 
Samun have been arrested 
and were booked under sec-
tions 120(b), 153(a) of the Indi-
an Penal Code (IPC) and 10/13 
of UAPA," the police said.

The Delhi Police on Mon-
day arrested four members of 
the PFI under UAPA, mark-
ing the first arrests after the 

central government banned 
the organisation on 28 Sep-
tember.

The arrested persons were 
Mohammad Shoaib, Habib 
Asgar Jamali, Abdul Rabb, 
and Warish.

"The police got information 
that some suspicious activities 
were being carried out from 
these offices of the Popular 
Front of India. Then the police 
investigated three places and 
seized the property. Ministry 
of Home Affairs and Delhi 
Police were continuously 
monitoring the situation," the 
police said.

Police had registered a case 
against PFI under UAPA at 
Shaheen Bagh police station 
on 29 September,after which 
action was taken against the 
properties of PFI under Sec-
tion-8 of UAPA.
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HOUSE PANEL 

Congress fumes after losing IT 
committee, says BJP’s step ‘draconian’

Deputy Leader of the INC 
in the Lok Sabha Gaurav 
Gogoi on Tuesday said that 
the Bharatiya Janata Party's 
(BJP) steps are "draconian" 
after Congress lost its chair-
manship of the parliamen-
tary committee on IT.

He alleged that the BJP is 
building the foundation of a 
surveillance state where cit-
izens' rights are subjugated 
and institutional checks are 
obliterated. "A draconian 
step by the BJP. It seems 
like Prime Minister Modi is 
fascinated by Chinese sin-
gle-party rule and the Rus-
sian oligarchy model. He is 
building the foundation of a 
surveillance state where cit-
izens' rights are subjugated 
and institutional checks are 
obliterated," tweeted Gogoi.

A major reshuffle took 
place in the parliamentary 
panels on Tuesday as Con-
gress lost the Home and the 
crucial Information Tech-
nology and Communica-
tions panels, among others.

According to an official 
notification, Congress lead-
er Abhishek Manu Singhvi, 
who headed the Home pan-
el, was replaced by BJP Ra-
jya Sabha MP and former 
DGP of Uttar Pradesh Brij 
Lal, who has been named as 

the new chair.
Another loss for the grand 

old party is losing the com-
mittee on IT, which was 
chaired by Lok Sabha MP 
Dr Shashi Tharoor. The 
Eknath Shinde-led fac-
tion of Shiv Sena now has 

its chairman in three-time 
Lok Sabha MP Prataprao 
Jadhav.

The Congress party cur-
rently controls the Standing 
Committee on Environment 
and Forests. Jairam Ramesh 
remains as its chairman.

Professor Ram Gopal Ya-
dav from the Samajwadi 
party, who had been hold-
ing the post for a long time 
as chairman of the Health 
Committee, has been re-
placed by BJP MP Bhu-
baneshwar Kalita.

It will be the loss of a com-
mittee for DMK as the party 
has the chairmanship of the 
Industry Committee with 
Tiruchi Siva as chief.

YSR Congress, which 
previously had Commerce, 
has swapped for the large 
Transport, Tourism, and 
Aviation Committee, which 
is led by Vijaysai Reddy. 

The panel on education, 
women, children, youth 
and sports will now be 
chaired by BJP MP Vivek 
Thakur after its earlier 
chairman, Dr Vinay Sha-
hastrabuddhe, retired.

Senior Member of Par-
liament Jagdambika Pal is 
now the Chairman of the 
Energy Panel, whereas the 
JDU leader, Lallan Singh, 
will head Urban Develop-
ment.

The Trinamool Congress, 
which had one chairman in 
LokSabha MP SudipBan-
dyopadhyay, will no longer 
have one.

Several vacancies were 
created in various com-
mittees in addition to the 
ending of the terms of the 
standing committee.

NEW DELHI: In the re-
cent re-constitution of 
the Department-related 
Parliamentary Standing 
Committees (2022-2023) 
on Tuesday, Vice President 
and Chairman of Rajya 
Sabha, Jagdeep Dhankhar, 
appointed V. Vijayasai Red-
dy as the Chairman of the 
Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Transport, 
Tourism, and Culture.

Reddy is the Yuvajana 
Sramika Rythu Congress 
Party (YSR) Rajya Sabha 
MP from Andhra Pradesh 
who has been given the 
committee that covers the 
highest number of minis-
tries. "I will surely replicate 
this performance in my new 
role as the Chairman of the 
Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Transport, 
Tourism and Culture," V. 
Vijayasai Reddy told the 
press. "My efforts will be 
focused on identifying and 

addressing subjects hav-
ing social, economic, and 
cultural relevance for the 
nation as a whole," he said.

The coveted Committee 
has the mandate to scruti-
nise the functioning of the 
five prominent Ministries 
of Culture, Civil Aviation, 
Ports, Shipping and Water-
ways, Road Transport and 
Highways, and Tourism, 
having a combined budget 
of more than Rs 2.17 lakh 
crore. Each of the five min-
istries under this commit-
tee is of utmost relevance 
in increasing connectivity, 
preserving culture and pro-
moting tourism all across 
the country.

Important institutions 
that will fall under the ju-
risdiction of this committee 
include the National High-
ways Authority of India 
(NHAI), Airports Authority 
of India (AAI) and all major 
ports.

YSRCP MP TO HEAD COMMITTEE ON 
TRANSPORT, TOURISM, AND CULTURE
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SCAM

WOMAN ARRESTED FOR DUPING PEOPLE 
OF OVER RS 1 CR IN KITTY SCHEME

The Economic Offences Wing 
of Delhi Police has arrested a 
woman for allegedly dup-
ing her neighbours of over 
Rs 1 crore by running a kitty 
and inducing them to invest 
money to get high returns in 
a short period of time.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Sarla Garg (52), a resi-
dent of Delhi's Dwarka who 
used to operate kitty parties 
in her society. It has been al-

leged that the accused has 
duped more than 25 people 
by inducing them to get high 
returns in a shorter period of 
time.

A case was registered 
against the accused on the 
joint complaints of 28 people 
under sections 406, 420, 
120(B) and 34 of the Indian 
Penal Code.

The complaints alleged that 
the accused used to run a kit-
ty scheme from her residence 
and had collected about Rs 
1.01 crore from the victims.

"She had promised to re-
turn the matured amount 
within 15 months, but even 
after passing of the maturity 
period, she neither returned 
the principal amount nor paid 
any profit to the investors. Af-
ter a few months, Sarla along 
with her family members left 
her address and shifted to 
some other unknown place," 
the victims had alleged.

The accused used her What-
sApp mobile number to chat 
with the victims and send the 
kitten scheme messages.

TDG NETWORK
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IN JAMMU  & KASHMIR 

NO TERROR LINK FOUND IN 
MURDER OF DG PRISONS

On Wednesday, Additional 
Director General of Police 
Mukesh Singh stated that no 
terror link has been discov-
ered during the investigation 
into the death of Director 
General (DG) of Prisons HK 
Lohia.

HK Lohia was found dead 
under suspicious circum-
stances in a house in the 
Udaywala area of Jammu 
on the intervening night 
of Monday and Tuesday, 
and the police had arrested 
the suspected accused, Ya-
sir Ahmed, in his killing. 
Ahmed was the househelp 
of DG prisons who had been 
working at Lohia's house 
for nearly six months, and 
he was reported as "quite 

aggressive" and "under de-
pression" as per some docu-
mentary evidence that was 
seized by the police reflect-
ing his mental state.

"In the initial investigation 
into the incident of Lohia's 
death, it has come to fore that 
one domestic helper, Yasir 
Ahmed, resident of Ramban, 
is the main accused," ADGP 
Mukesh Singh informed on 
Tuesday, adding that the 
CCTV footage collected from 
the incident spot showed 
him running after commit-
ting the crime.

"The interrogation with the 
accused is still underway. 
His disclosures in the mat-
ter are being corroborated 
by the field investigation," 
Singh said, adding that ac-
cused Ahmed has confessed 
to his crime.

WILD ALLEGATION?

MEHBOOBA 
MUFTI ALLEGES 
‘HOUSE ARREST’, 
POLICE DENY 
CHARGE

Amid Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah's visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir, former Chief 
Minister Mehbooba Mufti 
on Wednesday claimed that 
she was under house arrest 
and was prevented from at-
tending a wedding in Pattan 
town in the Baramulla dis-
trict. Srinagar Police, how-
ever, refuted the allegation.

Responding to Mufti's 
tweet, Srinagar Police post-
ed on its Twitter handle: 
"It is clarified that no re-
striction of any kind travel 
to Pattan, travel to Pattan 
was at 1 pm as intimated to 
us. There is no lock or any 
restrictions. She is free to 
travel."

TDG NETWORK
SRINAGAR



4 nation the daily guardian review
thursday |  06 october 2022
new delhi

Co- Powered By

Associate Sponsor

A BRAND NEW 
VERTICAL
OF WOMEN. FOR WOMEN. BY WOMEN.

7:30 pm Saturday
12:30 pm & 10:00 pm Sunday

Follow us on: https://twitter.com/WeWomenWant1

https://www.instagram.com/wewomenwant1/

https://www.facebook.com/Newsxonline

The largest convention 
hotel in Gurgaon
Over 40,000 sq ft pillarless event space | 451 spacious rooms

TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI

A Delhi Court on Wednesday granted one-day 
custody of six accused to Delhi Police for interro-
gation in connection with the alleged murder of a 
youth Manish in the Sunder Nagri area of North 
East Delhi. He had been stabbed multiple times 
before death on the evening of Saturday. 

Duty Magistrate Ajeet Narayan of Karkardooma 
Court sent Bilal, Faizan, Alam, Sajid, Mohsin and 
Shakir to one-day police custody in a case of the al-
leged murder of Manish. Investigation officer (IO) 
Inspector Karmveer informed the court that Sajid 
was arrested yesterday. Mohsin and Shakir were 

arrested from the jail. Faizan, Bilal and Alam were 
produced from judicial custody. 

IO submitted that Sajid is the brother of accused 
Mohsin. He met Mohsin in jail. Thereafter, he pre-
pared Faizan, Bilal and Alam and provided them 
weapons to commit crime. The trio allegedly com-
mitted the crime of killing Manish. 

IO submitted before the court that a one-day 
police custody is required to confront the accused 
and get all the necessary clues related to his death. 

According to the police FIR, Mohsin and Shakir 
were arrested earlier in a case of attempt to mur-
der of Manish. The deceased was the complain-
ant and main witness in that case. He was being 
continuously threatened by the brother and family 

of Mohsin to withdraw the case and not to give a 
statement in the court. 

Manish and his mother had attended the court 
proceedings on 28 September and he was allegedly 
murdered on the evening of 1 October. 

The Court on Tuesday remanded Faizan, Bilal 
and Alam to one-day judicial custody. The three 
accused were produced before the court after 2 
days of police custody. The court granted two-day 
police custody on 2 October. 

Manish was allegedly murdered by stabbing on 
Saturday evening in the Sunder Nagri area. This 
incident was captured in the CCTV. A case for 
murder and other relevant sections were lodged 
at Nand Nagri police station. 

IN LOWER COURT

SUNDER NAGRI MURDER CASE: COURT SENDS SIX 
ACCUSED TO ONE-DAY POLICE CUSTODY
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The Supreme Court has said 
that granting compassion-
ate employment is intended 
to enable the family to tide 
over the sudden crisis by 
providing a source of liveli-
hood and should not be con-
sidered as a right. 

The apex court’s remark 
came while setting aside a 
Bombay High Court order 
which directed to appoint 
the respondent woman, who 
was married and youngest 
daughter of the deceased, 

on compassionate ground 
in the Water Resources De-
partment in Maharashtra. 

The top court observed 
that the respondent woman 
cannot be said to be de-
pendent on the deceased 
employee, i.e., her mother. 
The court observed that 
compassionate appoint-
ment is an exception to the 
general rule of appointment 
in the public services and is 
in favour of the dependents 
of a deceased dying in har-
ness and leaving his family 
in penury and without any 
means of livelihood, and in 

such cases, out of pure hu-
manitarian consideration 
taking into consideration 
the fact that unless some 
source of livelihood is pro-
vided, the family would not 
be able to make both ends 
meet, a provision is made in 
the rules to provide gainful 
employment to one of the 
dependants of the deceased 
who may be eligible for such 
employment. 

“The whole object of grant-
ing compassionate employ-
ment is, thus, to enable the 
family to tide over the sud-
den crisis.”

CLARIFICATION

Compassionate employment 
is an exception, not rule: SC 
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The Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC) has once 
again failed to honour the 
Delhi High Court order di-
recting it to pay Rs 4,500 
crore arbitral award to the 
Reliance Infrastructure 
subsidiary’s Delhi Airport 
Metro Express Private Lim-
ited (DAMEPL) within four 
weeks. 

In the last six months, 
this is the third contempt 
of the High Court order by 
DMRC. The Delhi High 
Court, in its last order dat-
ed September 6, 2022, had 
directed DMRC to pay the 
entire amount of Arbitral 
Award of Rs 4,500 crore 
due to DAMEPL in four 

weeks’ time i.e. by 4 Octo-
ber, yet it failed to comply 
with the order of the court 
as it did not make any pay-
ment to DAMEPL as the 
deadline ended yesterday. 

Legal team DAMEPL 
said that it has been almost 
13 months now that the 
DAMEPL, despite a de-
cree in its favour from the 
Supreme Court, followed 
by 3 orders from the Delhi 
High Court on its execu-
tion plea, directing DMRC 
to make the payment, has 
been struggling to get its 
dues from DMRC. 

Earlier in March 2022, 
the Delhi High Court, after 
hearing the execution plea 
of DAMEPL, passed an 
order on March 10, 2022, 
directing DMRC to pay the 

entire amount in two equal 
instalments by April 30 and 
May 31, 2022. DMRC failed 
to comply with this order. 

DAMEPL again  ap-
proached the Delhi HC to 
enforce the order dated 
March 10. The court then 
passed an order on June 20 
directing DMRC to make 
the full payment by August 
5 2022. DMRC failed to 
comply with this order, too.

In the last order dated 6 
September, the court had 
also directed that if the 
amount is not paid within 
four weeks, the court shall 
be constrained to call the 
appearance of the Manag-
ing Director of the DMRC 
before the court.

The next hearing is sched-
uled on October 10, 2022.

DEADLINE ENDS

DMRC FAILS TO MAKE ARBITRAL 
AWARD PAYMENT TO RELIANCE INFRA 

STREAMLINING PROCEDURES 

The Supreme Court 
has asked West Ben-
gal, Uttar Pradesh 

and several other states to 
file responses on issues re-
lating to the implementation 
of Real Estate (Regulation 
and Development) Act with-
in four weeks or their prin-
cipal secretaries in charge of 
housing departments would 
have to make personal ap-
pearances before it. 

A bench of Justices D.Y. 
Chandrachud and Hima 
Kohli said that if the state 
governments failed to file 
their responses their prin-
cipal secretaries have to ap-
pear before the court and ex-

plain as to why they should 
not be proceeded with under 
the coercive arm of the law. 

The apex court noted that 
despite a previous order dat-

ed 12 August 12, requiring 
the states and Union Terri-
tories to file their responses 
with the Union Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Affairs 

by 2 September 2, Andhra 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gu-
jarat, Jharkhand, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Ma-
nipur, Mizoram, Odisha, Ut-
tar Pradesh, and West Ben-
gal, have not submitted their 
responses. 

“The States which have not 
filed their responses shall do 
so positively within a period 
of four weeks from today, 
failing which the Principal 
Secretaries of the State Gov-
ernment in the Ministry of 
Urban Development/Af-
fairs shall personally remain 
present before this Court 
on the next date of hearing 
to explain as to why they 
should not be proceeded 
with under the coercive arm 
of the law,” the order of the 

top court stated. 
Earlier, the apex court 

asked the chief secretaries 
of all the states and Union 
Territories to respond to 
the queries raised by the 
central government on the 
implementation of RERA 
Act, 2016 rules in their ju-
risdiction. 

The order of the top court 
came while hearing a plea 
filed by advocate Ashwini 
Upadhyay seeking direc-
tion to the Centre to frame a 
model Builder-Buyer agree-
ment and model Agent-
Buyer agreement in order to 
infuse transparency, reduce 
fraud and restrain builders 
and promoters from indulg-
ing in arbitrary unfair and 
restrictive trade practices. 

TDG NETWORK 
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SC acts tough, asks 11 states 
to respond on RERA 
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top of the day

3 killed in road 
accident in 
Sirmour
SIRMOUR: A total of three 
people died on Wednes-
day after their pickup 
vehicle fell into a ditch at 
Tikkari Road in Himachal 
Pradesh’s Sirmour, the 
District Emergency 
Operations Centre (DEOC) 
informed. The deceased 
have been identified as 
Ramsawroop, Ishwarch-
and, and Geeta Ram from 
the village of Tikkari in 
Sangrah tehsil of Sirmour. 
More details are awaited.

Pm modi greetS 
PeoPle on 
duSSehra
NEW DELHI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Wednesday offered 
greetings on the occasion 
of Dussehra. Taking to 
twitter, he wished courage, 
restraint, and positive 
energy to everyone on 
this auspicious occasion. 

“Many many congratula-
tions to all the country-
men on Vijayadashami, 
the symbol of victory. I 
wish that this auspicious 
occasion brings courage, 
restraint, and positive 
energy in everyone’s life,” 
the Prime Minister’s Office 
tweeted. Earlier, President 
Droupadi Murmu, in her 
message on the eve of 
Dussehra, said, “On the 
auspicious occasion of 
Vijayadashami, I extend 
my warm greetings and 
best wishes to all my fel-
low citizens.”

Several injured 
after effigy 
fallS during 
ravan dahan
YAMUNANAGAR: Sev-
eral people were injured 
during RavanDahan in 
Yamunanagar, where the 
effigy of Ravana fell on 
the people gathered on 
Wednesday evening. In 
the video, it was seen that 
many people went close 
to the burning effigy of 
Ravana in the Dussehra 
ceremony in Yamunanagar. 
Further, while burning, the 
effigy fell over the people 
standing close to it. Fur-
ther details are awaited. 
Every year, Dussehra is 
celebrated to commemo-
rate the triumph of good 
over evil as Lord Rama 
killed Ravana on this day. 
The festival is celebrated in 
full swing across the coun-
try by burning the effigies 
of Ravan, Kumbhkaran, 
and Meghnath.

irctc offerS 
online medical 
touriSm 
ServiceS
NEW DELHI: To enhance 
the bouquet of its travel 
and tourism offerings, the 
Indian Railway Catering 
and Tourism Corporation 
(IRCTC) has recently start-
ed offering online medical 
tourism packages for 
customers. With this aim 
of providing a holistic ex-
perience of medical value, 
travel coupled with various 
other elements such as 
travel and accommoda-
tion arrangements, road 
transfers, and optional 
wellness packages after 
the treatment, IRCTC has 
partnered with a medico-
technical online services 
company on a pilot basis, 
which will provide the 
entire back-end services 
to the customers availing 
various medical and well-
ness packages.

The decisive war against anti-
social elements waged on the 
directions of Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann has deliv-
ered yet another victory after 
Punjab Police on Wednesday 
busted a drone-based arms 
and ammunition smuggling 
module with the arrest of its 
two members, including a 
prisoner.

Those arrested have been 
identified as Jaskaran Singh 
of Bhikhiwind in Tarn Taran, 
currently lodged at Sub Jail 
Goindwal Sahib, and Rattan-
bir Singh of Khemkaran in 
Tarn Taran, out on bail. The 
police also recovered ten for-
eign-made pistols, including 
five.30 bore (made in China) 
and five 9mm (made in the 
United States by Beretta), as 
well as eight spare magazines 
for both, as well as a mobile 
phone hidden by Jaskaran in 
his barrack.

AIG Counter Intelligence 
(CI) Amritsar Amarjit Singh 
Bajwa said that accused Jas-
karan Singh was brought on a 
production warrant in a case 
pertaining to the NDPS act, 
which was registered at SSOC 
Amritsar in August 2022.

During questioning, accused 
Jaskaran confessed that he 
was using a mobile phone in 
jail to contact Pakistan-based 
smugglers through What-
sApp for the smuggling of 
narcotics and arms/ammuni-
tion from Pakistan via drones.

The AIG said that for this 
purpose, the accused was tak-
ing the help of Rattanbir, who 
was used to retrieving the con-
signments dropped via drones 
from different border areas. 
Pertinently, Rattanbir is also a 
co-accused in various NDPS 
cases with Jaskaran Singh.

He said that one consign-
ment of five .30 bore pistols 
along with four spare maga-
zines was recovered from the 
pinpointed location revealed 
by accused Jaskaran at Village 
Pidhi on the Taran Taran-
Ferozepur Road, which was 
concealed by Rattanbir on the 
intervening nights of Septem-
ber 28 and 29, 2022.

Amarjit Singh Bajwa said 
that acting on Jaskaran’s in-
puts, the police teams of Coun-
ter Intelligence Amritsar have 
also managed to arrest Rattan-
bir from Khemkaran and, on 
his disclosure, and five more 
pistols of 9 MM were recov-
ered along with four spare 
magazines.

war againSt drugS

PunjaB Police BuSt 
drone-BaSed armS Smuggling 
module, 1 PriSoner held
TDG NETWORK 
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in PunjaB

dgP formS 4-memBer Sit to ProBe gangSter 
deePak tinu’S eScaPe from Police cuStody

Director General of Police 
(DGP) Punjab Gaurav Ya-
dav on Tuesday constituted 
a four-member Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) to 
probe the escape of gangster 
Deepak Tinu from police 
custody in Mansa and to en-
sure an effective and speedy 
investigation.

The SIT comprises Inspec-
tor General of Police (IGP) 
Patiala Range MS Chhina 
as Chairperson, while three 
members include AIG 

Anti-Gangster Task Force 
(AGTF) Opinderjit Singh, 
SSP Mansa Gaurav Toora 
and DSP AGTF Bikramjeet 
Singh Brar. Station House 
Officer (SHO) Police Sta-
tion City- Mansa shall offer 
complete assistance to the 
SIT, while the SIT can also 
co-opt any other officer from 
Bathinda and Patiala Ranges 
for assistance. DGP Gaurav 
Yadav stated that investiga-
tions into this case are ongo-
ing and that several police 
teams are on the lookout for 
the escapee.

Pritpal Singh, the errant 

Mansa CIA Incharge, was 
immediately suspended and 
apprehended by Punjab Po-
lice, who filed a First Infor-
mation Report (FIR) against 
him for dereliction of duty. 
The accused cop was also 
dismissed from the service 
under article 311.

The DGP said, “The SIT 
will conduct a day-to-day in-
vestigation into this case and 
all persons against whom 
evidence comes on record 
will be arrested and a police 
report against them will be 
submitted in the concerned 
court of trial.”

TDG NETWORK 
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There has been no call for 
ransom till now, said a relative 
of the Indian-origin family 
who were abducted in Cali-
fornia on Monday.

In a conversation with the 
press, one of the relatives, 
residing in Hoshiarpur, 
Punjab, said, “Their car was 
found burnt 20-25 km away 
from their office. Their mobile 

phones have been found. Till 
now, no call for ransom re-
ceived.” Earlier, the California 
authorities located the miss-
ing uncle, Amandeep Singh’s 
truck on fire in a rural area 
outside Merced on Monday.

T h e  M e r c e d  C o u n t y 
Sheriff ’s Office said that 
36-year-old Jasdeep Singh, 
27-year-old Jasleen Kaur, 
their eight-month-old child 
Aroohi Dheri, and 39-year-
old Amandeep Singh were 

taken, reported Fox News.
On Monday, Merced County 

Sheriff Vernon Warnke said 
investigators believe that 
the suspected kidnapper at-
tempted to destroy evidence.

Fox News reported that au-
thorities released a photo of 
a potential suspect wearing 
a grey sweatshirt with black 
sleeves and a black hood, a 
blue surgical mask, dark-
colored pants, and dark-co-
loured shoes and socks.

TDG NETWORK 
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inveStigation

‘No call for ransom yet’: Relative of 
Indian family abducted in California

‘affordaBle healthcare’

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Wednes-
day inaugurated the 

All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) at Kothip-
ura in Bilaspur district. The 
Rs 1471 crore, 750-bed pre-
mier medical institute is set 
up to provide people in the 
region with super specialty 
medical treatment.

The Prime Minister also in-
augurated the Rs 140 crore 
Government Hydro Engi-
neering College at Bandla in 
Bilaspur. He also laid foun-
dation stones for the Rs 350 
crore Medical Devices Park 
to be set up at Nalagarh and 
the Pinjore-Nalagarh four-
lane road project to be con-
structed under the Bharat 
Mala project at a cost of Rs 
1692 crore.

While addressing a mam-
moth public meeting at the 
historic Luhnu ground in 
Bilaspur, the Prime Minister 
greeted the people in the lo-
cal Bilaspur dialect. He said 
that the All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences at Bi-
laspur would be known as 
the “Green AIIMS” as it has 
been built in an eco-friendly 
manner. He said that AIIMS 
Bilaspur would not only 
increase access to afford-
able healthcare in the state 
but also provide specialized 
health care facilities to the 
people of the region nearer 
to their homes. He stated 
that the Centre Government 
has worked for the last eight 
years to ensure that the ben-
efits of development reach 
the most remote parts of the 
country.

The Prime Minister said 
that the State of Himachal 
Pradesh has played a crucial 
role in guarding the frontiers 
of the nation (Rashtra Rak-
sha) and now the AIIMS 
would go a long way in mak-
ing Himachal a destination 
for “Jeevan Raksha”.

Narendra Modi said that 
Himachal Pradesh was one 
of the three states chosen 

for establishing bulk drug 
parks and one of the four 
states chosen for medical 
device parks. He said that 
credit for this goes to the 
faith and support the people 
of the state have provided to 
the Centre Government. He 
said that medical tourism 
was another important sec-
tor that needed to be promot-
ed in Himachal so that when 
people from across the world 
come to India, they should 
visit Himachal as the state 
has a beautiful and healthy 
environment.

While welcoming Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to 
Himachal Pradesh, CM Jai 
Ram Thakur said that the 
people of the state would al-

ways remain indebted to the 
love and benevolence show-
ered by the Prime Minister 
on the state. He said that 
providing AIIMS to a small 
state like Himachal Pradesh 
with only 70 lakh popula-
tion shows the concern of 
the Prime Minister towards 
the development of the state 
and the welfare of the peo-
ple of Himachal Pradesh. 
He also thanked the Prime 
Minister for dedicating de-
velopmental projects worth 
Rs. 3653 crore to the State 
today. He also thanked the 
Prime Minister for always 
being concerned about the 
developmental needs and 
aspirations of the state and 
its people.

Prime miniSter dedicateS 
‘green aiimS’ in BilaSPur 
to the nation
TaRuNi GaNDhi
CHANDIGARH

Pm modi gave voice to himachaliS: 
BjP chief nadda 
BILASPUR: BJP national president JP Nadda wel-
comed Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Himachal 
Pradesh and said that he has given a number of 
schemes to Himachal Pradesh on the occasion of 
Vijayadashmi.

“On the occasion of Vijayadashmi today, PM Modi is 
giving the state not only one but a number of schemes. 
I welcome him on this day on behalf of everyone here,” 
Nadda said in his address in Himachal Pradesh’s Bi-
laspur. His public address came after PM Modi inaugu-
rated the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 
Bilaspur, which has been constructed at a cost of more 
than Rs 1,470 crore.

At the inauguration, Nadda asked if the citizens of Hi-
machal had ever thought of getting an AIIMS in Bilaspur.

Further, in his address, Nadda asserted that PM 
Modi has given a “voice” to the people of Himachal and 
expressed his gratitude for strengthening the state 
politically.

PM Modi in Himachal Pradesh on Wednesday where he unveiled 
multiple projects worth over Rs 3650 crores. 
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PM Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday attended the In-
ternational Kullu Dussehra 
Festival in traditional attire.

PM Modi was seen wearing 
a yellow kurta that he paired 
with a blue Nehru jacket. 
What caught the limelight 
was the Himachali cap and 
Kullu’s printed traditional 
shawl. This is the first time 
that PM Modi is participat-
ing in the Dusshera festival 
in Kullu.

Earlier in the day, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi ex-
tended greetings to citizens 
on the occasion of Dussehra 
and expressed his happiness 
to be a part of the Interna-
tional Kullu Dussehra Fes-
tival that is to be celebrated 
here from October 5 to 11 
at the Dhalpur Ground in 
Kullu.

The festival is unique in the 
sense that it is the congrega-
tion of more than 300 dei-
ties of the valley. On the first 
day of the festival, obeisance 
is paid to the deities in their 
well-decorated palanquins 
at the temple of the Chief 
Deity, Bhagwan Raghunath 

Ji, and then it proceeds to the 
Dhalpur Ground.

“I am elated to provide the 
citizens of Himachal Pradesh 
with the gifts of projects 
in education, health, and 
infrastructure worth thou-
sands of crores,” PM Modi 
said, adding that he will seek 
the blessings of the country 
by joining the Raghunath Ji 
Yatra.

“I am very fortunate to 
participate in the Kullu festi-
val after so many years,” he 
added.

The Prime Minister will 
witness this divine Rath 
Yatra and the grand as-
sembly of the Deities in the 
historic Kullu Dussehra cel-
ebrations.

“The development projects 
inaugurated today on the 
occasion of Vijayadashami 
will play an important role 
in achieving the vision of a 
developed India by follow-
ing the ‘Panch Pran’. Today, 
Bilaspur has got the double 
gift of education and medical 
facilities,” PM Modi said.

PM Modi’s remarks came 
after he inaugurated AIIMS 
Bilaspur and laid the foun-
dation stone of multiple de-
velopment projects here.

tradition

Pm donS himachali caP 
and Shawl, in tune 
with feStival viBeS

PM with the locals at the Kullu Dussehra Festival

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi received a warm wel-
come as he arrived for the 
International Kullu Dusseh-
ra Festival on Wednesday. 
He is participating in the 
Dusshera festival here for 
the first time.

Earlier in the day, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi ex-
tended greetings to citizens 
on the occasion of Dussehra 
and expressed his happiness 
to be a part of the Interna-
tional Kullu Dussehra Fes-
tival that is to be celebrated 
here from October 5 to 11 at 
the Dhalpur Ground in Kul-
lu. The festival is unique in 
the sense that it is the congre-
gation of more than 300 dei-
ties of the valley. On the first 
day of the festival, obeisance 
is paid to the deities in their 
well-decorated palanquins 
at the temple of the Chief 
Deity, Bhagwan Raghunath 
Ji, and then it proceeds to the 
Dhalpur Ground.

“I am elated to provide the 
citizens of Himachal Pradesh 
with the gifts of projects 
in education, health, and 
infrastructure worth thou-
sands of crores,” PM Modi 
said, adding that he will seek 
the blessings of the country 
by joining the Raghunath Ji 
Yatra.

“I am very fortunate to 
participate in the Kullu festi-
val after so many years,” he 
added.

The Prime Minister will 
witness this divine Rath 
Yatra and the grand as-
sembly of the Deities in the 
historic Kullu Dussehra cel-

ebrations.
“The development projects 

inaugurated today on the 
occasion of Vijayadashami 
will play an important role 
in achieving the vision of a 
developed India by follow-
ing the ‘Panch Pran’. Today, 
Bilaspur has got the double 
gift of education and medical 
facilities,” PM Modi said.

PM Modi’s remarks came 
after he inaugurated AIIMS 
Bilaspur and laid the foun-
dation stone of multiple de-
velopment projects here.

On Independence Day, re-
ferring to the Amrit Kaal—
the next 25 years till 2047, 
when India will be marking 
100 years of Independence—
the Prime Minister urged 
people to focus on “Panch 
Pran” (five vows).

He said the country has 
met various challenges in the 
past 75 years and there were 
certain unfulfilled dreams. 
“The next 25 years are very 
significant for our country.”

The first vow is for the 
people to move ahead with a 
big resolve for a “developed 
India”. He had said, “We 
should not settle for any-
thing less than that.”

The second resolve is that 
“in no part of our existence, 
not even in the deepest cor-
ners of our minds or habits 
should there be any ounce of 
slavery”.

The third resolve asked the 
countrypersons to feel proud 
of the heritage and legacy of 
India.

He said the fourth resolve, 
which is equally important is 
unity and solidarity.

PM Modi said the fifth vow 
is the “duty of the citizens.

celeBration

Narendra Modi 
participates in Kullu 
Dussehra festivities 
TDG NETWORK 
KULLU

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar on 
Wednesday met former UP 
Chief Minister Mulayam 
Singh Yadav at Medanta 
Hospital and enquired about 
his health.

CM Khattar also met for-
mer Haryana Chief Minis-
ter Om Prakash Chautala at 
Medanta Hospital. “Met with 
his family, his son Akhilesh 
Yadav, wishing for his quick 
recovery. Doctors say there 
is an improvement, but full 
recovery will take time,” CM 
said.

Earlier, Medanta Hospi-
tal said in a statement on 
October 4, the former UP 
Chief Minister and Sama-
jwadi Party leader Mulayam 
Singh Yadav is still critical 
and is currently admitted to 
the ICU and is being treated 
by a comprehensive team of 
specialists.

Samajwadi Party patriarch 
Mulayam Singh Yadav has 
been under treatment since 
August 22 for his regular 
medical checkups and ex-
aminations. Still, on Sunday, 
his health deteriorated sud-
denly, after which he was 

shifted to the ICU in Medan-
ta Hospital.

The UP CM is 82 years old.
As per reports, his son 

Akhilesh Yadav, daughter-
in-law Dimple Yadav and 
brother Shivpal Yadav vis-
ited the hospital on Sunday.

Earlier, Telangana Chief 
Minister K Chandrasekhar 
Rao enquired about the 
health condition of Mulayam 
Singh Yadav, who was shift-
ed to the Critical Care Unit.

The southern state’s chief 
had called Singh’s son Sama-
jwadi Party president Akh-
ilesh Yadav.

‘imProvement’

haryana cm khattar meetS 
mulayam Singh yadav, 
enquireS aBout hiS health
TDG NETWORK 
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Sharma viSitS 
mulayam 
GURUGRAM: Rajya 
Sabha MP Kartikeya 
Sharma, on Wednes-
day, met former Uttar 
Pradesh CM Mulayam 
Singh Yadav at Medanta 
Hospital in Gurugram 
and enquired about 
his health. Kartikeya 
Sharma also met 
Mulayam’s son, former 
Uttar Pradesh CM Akh-
ilesh Yadav, and other 
family members.
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WILD ELEPHANT 
ELECTROCUTED IN 
ASSAM
KOKRAJHAR: An adult 
wild elephant died after 
being electrocuted 
when it came in contact 
with a live electrical 
wire in Sanfan forest 
range of Gossaigaon 
town in Kokrajhar 
district on Wednesday. 
The incident took place 
at Tripur village near 
Mahamaya temple 
under the Sanfan forest 
range of Gossaigaon 
town in Kokrajhar 
district when a herd 
of wild elephants in 
search of food came 
outside the forest area 
in the human habitat. 
Forest officials, while 
stating the death as 
an accidental cause, 
said that the male 
wild elephant- which 
was among a herd 
of elephants- was 
in search of food 
and died after being 
electrocuted. 

FOUR KILLED, TWO 
INJURED IN LPG 
BLAST IN UP
GHAZIABAD: Four 
people died and two 
seriously injured after a 
two-storey building col-
lapsed due to a cooking 
gas cylinder blast in the 
Babul garden colony of 
Loni on Wednesday. The 
incident occurred in the 
Nithaura Village under 
the area of Loni Police 
Station, officials said. It 
further came to light that 
a person named Muneer 
and his family mem-
bers were staying in the 
building. Recently, the 
same incident happened 
in Lucknow on Monday, 
where one person was 
killed while five members 
of his family, including an 
eight-year-old boy. 

SONIA GANDHI 
OFFERS DUSSEHRA 
WISHES AT 
KARNATAKA TEMPLE
MYSURU: Congress 
interim president 
Sonia Gandhi, who is in 
Karnataka to participate 
in Bharat Jodo Yatra, 
on Wednesday visited 
Bheemanakolli Temple 
in Begur village to offer 
Dussehra prayers. The 
Congress chief was 
accompanied by village 
panchayat members 
and local Congress 
leaders. The Yatra which 
entered its Karnataka 
leg on September 
30 via Gundlupet in 
Chamarajanagar district, 
reached Mysuru on 
Monday. Congress interim 
president Sonia Gandhi is 
scheduled to join the yatra 
on 6 October. 

GOLD WORTH 
RS 1.50 CR SEIZED 
AT KOCHI AIRPORT
KOCHI: Air Intelli-
gence Unit (AIU) of the 
Customs Department 
seized 3.25 kg of gold 
from the passengers in 
three instances at Kochi 
International Airport in 24 
hours. The gold is worth 
Rs 1.50 crore, as per the 
customs officials. As per 
the officials' information, 
in the first instance, AIU 
intercepted two pas-
sengers who travelled by 
indigo flight 6E068. Then, 
117 grams of gold paste 
were recovered from the 
passenger, a Kasargode 
native and four capsules 
totally weighing 1,140 
grams were recovered 
from the person. 

TOP OF THE DAY
TWIN ENCOUNTER 

Four terrorists were 
eliminated in two 
separate encounters 

conducted in a joint opera-
tion launched by the Indi-
an Army and Jammu and 
Kashmir Police in Shopian 
district in Jammu and Kash-
mir, said the police.

Three terrorists were 
killed in an encounter in the 
Drach area of the Shopian 
district on Tuesday night, 
police said on Wednesday.

"Joint operation was 
launched by the Indian 
Army and Jammu and Kash-
mir Police yesterday. Three 
terrorists eliminated. Three 
AK Rifles and other war-like 
stores recovered," Chinar 
Corps, Indian Army said in 
a tweet.

Another local terrorist 
was killed in the encounter 
underway in the Moolu area 
of Shopian.

"Joint operation launched 
by Indian Army and Jam-
mu and Kashmir. Area cor-
doned & contact established. 
Firefight ensued and one 
terrorist eliminated. One 
soldier injured, evacuated 
to 92 BH and stable. One 
AK Rifle and other war-like 
stores were recovered.

One soldier was injured 
in the exchange of fire be-
tween terrorists and security 
forces.

In the first encounter that 
broke out last evening in the 
Drach area of Shopian, three 
local terrorists linked with 
the proscribed terror outfit 
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) 
were killed. 

In contrast, in the second 

encounter between the secu-
rity forces and the terrorists 
in the Moolu area of Shop-
ian early morning today, one 
local terrorist affiliated with 
the proscribed terror outfit 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) was 
neutralised.

"One local terrorist of pro-
scribed terror outfit LeT 
killed in Moolu encounter. 
Operation going on. Further 
details shall follow," tweeted 
Kashmir Zone Police.

"Second encounter has 
started in Moolu area of 
Shopian. Police and security 
forces are on the job. Further 
details shall follow," the po-
lice had tweeted.

Two killed terrorists in the 
Drach encounter were iden-
tified as Hanan Bin Yaqoob 
and Jamshed. 

They, according to the 
police, were involved in the 

recent killing of special po-
lice officer Javed Dar in Pul-
wama.

                   
"Killed terrorists, Hanan 

Bin Yaqoob and Jamshed, 
were involved in recent 
killing of SPO Javed Dar 
on 2 October at Pinglana in 
Pulwama and an outside la-
bourer from West Bengal on 
24 September in Pulwama," 
tweeted the police.

On 2 October, a local ter-
rorist of the proscribed ter-
ror outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT) was neutralised by 
the police in a joint opera-
tion with security forces in 
the Baskuchan area of Shop-
ian in J-K.

The terrorist was identified 
as Naseer Ahmad Bhat of 
Nowpora Baskuchan, Shop-
ian, according to ADGP 
Kashmir.
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TERROR CRACKDOWN IN SHOPIAN, 
FOUR TERRORISTS KILLED
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CONNECTIVITY 

CONSTRUCTION OF 6 KM FLYOVER ON 
JAMMU-AKHNOOR HIGHWAY COMPLETED

The construction of the 
6-km flyover from Kanal 
Road to Mithi on the Jammu-
Akhnoor highway has been 
completed on which two-
way traffic has been flowing 
for the past few days.

The construction of a four-
lane flyover on the 32-km 
Jammu-Akhnoor road up 
to Ganesh Vihar has greatly 
reduced traffic pressure. 
Traffic jams in Kanal Road, 
Talab Talu, Nahar, Mithi, 
and Dumana have become 

a regular occurrence. This 
will now reduce the traffic 
pressure.

The Rs 5,100 crore project 
was announced under the 
Prime Minister's Develop-
ment Package in November 
2015 for the construction of 
the Rajouri-Poonch highway 
NH-144-A. 

Of this, Rs 917 crore is 
being spent on the Jammu-
Akhnoor road.

While travelling on the 
flyover, the beautiful view 
of the city of Jammu can be 
seen. 

The section where this six-

km flyover is constructed, 
which used to take at least 
30 to 45 minutes to pass 
through, causing severe 
hardship to employees, stu-
dents, and patients, has now 
been resolved. 

Vehicles going to Akhnoor, 
Poonch, or Rajouri will go 
directly through the flyover, 
while local vehicles will run 
on the road below the flyover.

Earlier, Union Minister 
of Road Transport and 
Highways Nitin Gadkari 
sanctioned the release of Rs 
562.45 crore worth of funds 
with a  view to further boost 

work on the Akhnoor-
Poonch National Highway.

The funds were released 
for the upgrading, widening, 
and strengthening of two-
lane with paved shoulders.

"The project for upgrada-
tion, widening and strength-
ening of two lanes with 
paved shoulders (length of 
35.38 kilometres) under 31 
TF on Akhnoor-Poonch 
road (National Highway 
144A) in the Union Territory 
of Jammu and Kashmir has 
been sanctioned at the cost 
of Rs 562.45 crore," Gadkari 
announced in a tweet.
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WEATHER WARNING 

IMD PREDICTS HEAVY 
RAINFALL OVER COASTAL 
ANDHRA PRADESH 

The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) has predict-
ed heavy rainfall over coastal 
Andhra Pradesh for the up-
coming two-three days.
The head of IMD's Vi-
sakhapatnam Cyclone 
Warning Centre stated that 
a trough is standing over 
Andhra Pradesh, which 
would cause rainfall in the 
state for the next few days.

"A trough is now standing 
over the Andhra Pradesh 
coast. Light to moderate rain-
fall is expected in the com-
ing three days on the north 
and south coasts of Andhra 
Pradesh. Heavy to very 
heavy rainfall is expected on 
5 October over north coastal 
Andhra Pradesh," Sunanda 
Moka, Head of IMD's Vi-
sakhapatnam Cyclone Warn-
ing Centre, said.

She further said that a low-
pressure area was developing 

over the west-central Bay of 
Bengal and was moving in 
the west-northwestward 
direction.

"Low-pressure area over 
the west-central Bay of Ben-
gal off the Andhra Pradesh 
coast is an associated cy-
clonic circulation extending 
up to 5.8km above mean sea 
level. It is moving in the west-
northwestward direction," 
Moka said.

The IMD has predicted 
rainfall with isolated heavy 
falls and thunderstorms over 
coastal Andhra Pradesh and 
Yanam till Thursday.

"Fairly widespread/wide-
spread light/moderate rain-
fall with isolated heavy falls 
and thunderstorm/light-
ning very likely over Coastal 
Andhra Pradesh and Yanam 
during 4th to 6th; Telangana 
on 05th and 06th," IMD said 
in a tweet dated Tuesday.  
Isolated very heavy rainfall 
also very likely over Coastal 
Andhra Pradesh. 

IN MUMBAI 

Security guard killed for 
not allowing liquor
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

An elderly man, working as 
a security guard, was alleg-
edly bludgeoned to death in 
the Powai area of Mumbai on 
Tuesday. Both the accused 
and the victim were residents 
of a chawl near an open plot 
in the area.

The incident took place in 
the early hours of the day at 
the JC Builders compound, 
where the deceased, 86-year-
old Limbaji Kamble, worked 
as a security guard. The ac-
cused, Shripat Dengle, alleg-
edly in an inebriated state, 

beat up the old man with 
sticks after the deceased didn't 
allow him to drink liquor, of-
ficials said.

The 58-year-old accused 
used to visit the compound, an 
open plot owned by a private 
builder near the Hiranandani 
Hospital in Powai.

On the day of the incident, 
Kamble denied Dengle to con-
sume liquor, which irked the 
latter. Around 4 p.m. on Tues-
day Kamble assaulted Dengle 
with wooden sticks, leading to 
the old man's death.

"Shripat Dengle (56) alleged-
ly hit his colleague with sticks 

and killed him on the spot fol-
lowing a brawl, which started 
after the old man denied the 
accused the right to consume 
liquor in an open plot on Mon-
day," Mumbai Police said.

After hearing Kamble's 
screams, some locals ran to 
the spot and called up the 
security guard's son, who 
rushed his father to the Ra-
jawadi Hospital, where he 
was declared dead.

Mumbai Police have regis-
tered a case on the basis of the 
statement given by the family 
members of Kamble against 
Shripat Dengle. 

LOSS OF LIFE 
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Three doctors held in Kerala for 
medical negligence during delivery

Three doctors of Thangam 
Hospital of PMRC, Palak-
kad, have been arrested on 
the basis of medical reports 
stating negligence during de-
livery on 2 July 2022, leading 
to the death of a woman and 

her newborn. The arrested 
doctors are Ajith, Nila, and 
Priyadarshini.

The deceased have been 
identified as Aishwarya, 
wife of Ranjith, a native of 
Chittoor Thathamangalam, 
and her newborn.

The incident occurred in 
the first week of July. Follow-

ing widespread protests, the 
medical board conducted an 
inquiry.

The inquiry found medi-
cal negligence on the part of 
three doctors. Following a 
meeting held two days ago, 
the board submitted its re-
port to the Health Depart-
ment, and the arrests were a 

consequence of that.
The Palakkad Town South 

Police had earlier registered 
a case.

The family alleged that 
Aishwarya, who was admit-
ted for maternity treatment, 
and her child, died due to se-
rious negligence on the part 
of the private hospital.  
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TRAGIC ACCIDENT 

Army helicopter crashes 
in Arunachal Pradesh, 
one pilot dead

An Indian Army pilot lost 
his life in a Cheetah heli-
copter crash near Tawang 
in Arunachal Pradesh on 
Wednesday morning.

"The Cheetah helicopter 
flying in forward areas near 
Tawang crashed at around 
10:00 AM during a routine 
sortie. Both the pilots were 
evacuated to the nearest 
military hospital," Army of-
ficials said.

"One of the pilots, Lt Col 
Saurabh Yadav, who was 
critically injured, suc-
cumbed to the injuries dur-
ing treatment. The second 
pilot is under medical treat-
ment. The cause of the crash 
at this stage is not known. 
Details are being ascer-

tained," they said.
A Court of Inquiry has 

been ordered by the Army 
to ascertain the cause of the 
crash. 

The Cheetah helicopters 

were inducted into the de-
fence forces about 60 years 
ago, and they have tried to 
replace them on multiple 
occasions but without any 
success.

Rescue operation after Cheetah helicopter crashed.
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JOB SCAM

THIRTEEN PEOPLE, 
WHO GOT DUPED IN 
THAILAND, ARRIVE IN 
CHENNAI 

Thirteen people, who got duped in Thailand on the pretext 
of jobs and were taken illegally into Myanmar arrived in 
Chennai on Wednesday morning.

"Thirteen people, who got duped in Thailand on the 
pretext of jobs and were taken illegally into Myanmar, 
arrived in Chennai People were trafficked to Myanmar 
from various parts of the state via agents. CM (MK Stalin) 
made efforts to save them," said State Minister Gingee 
KS Masthan.

"Around fifty Tamils are still in Myanmar and the gov-
ernment will make efforts to bring them back," Tamil Nadu 
Minister Gingee KS Masthan added, after receiving the 
thirteen people who arrived in Chennai.

"We applied for a job in Dubai. The Dubai agent said that 
the job was in Thailand, but there was no job when we 
reached there. They took us around 450 km away to some 
place in a car. From there, a group of Chinese people made 
us cross a river illegally," a victim from Coimbatore said.  

"They took our company phones and later we got to 
know that we were in Myanmar. We didn't have a VISA  
and were illegally there. We had to chat via fake IDs with 
VIPs. The local military rescued us. We were mentally 
tortured and worked for 15–16 hours a day. A lot of people 
came via different agents," added the victim.  
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RASH DRIVING 

FIVE DEAD AFTER SPEEDING CAR RAMS 
INTO BANDRA-WORLI ACCIDENT SITE, 
PM OFFERS CONDOLENCES 

Five people died after a 
speeding car rammed into an 
accident site on the Bandra-
Worli Sea Link in Mumbai 
in the early morning hours 
of Wednesday.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi offered condolences 
for the loss of lives in the car 
accident.

"Pained by the loss of lives 
due to an accident on the 
Bandra-Worli Sea Link in 
Mumbai. Condolences to the 
bereaved families. I hope that 
those who have been injured 
have a speedy recovery," 
the Prime Minister's Office 
tweeted on Wednesday.

Earlier, according to re-
ports, over ten people sus-

tained injuries in the mis-
hap when an ambulance, a 
car, and some other vehicles 
were parked on the side of 
the road, preparing to take 
victims of an earlier accident 
to a hospital.

A car being driven at a high 
speed came and crashed into 
the ambulance and three 
more vehicles, as well as the 

car that was involved in the 
previous crash.

Police rushed to the spot 
after receiving information, 
and relief and rescue opera-
tions are underway.

Police took the injured to 
the hospital with the help of 
local people. The condition of 
several injured is very criti-
cal. 

Bandra Worli accident site. 

FILM CONTROVERSY 
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'Adipurush needs to be corrected 
before presenting it to audience'

Amid the ongoing contro-
versy around actors Prabhas 
and Kriti Sanon's upcoming 
mythological film 'Adipu-
rush' for its "misrepresen-
tation" of Ramayana, the 
deputy CM of Uttar Pradesh, 
Keshav Prasad Maurya, has 
reacted to it, saying the film 
should be corrected before 
release.

Keshav Maurya said, "First 
of all, I want to wish every-
one a very happy Dussehra. 

I haven't watched the teaser 
of 'Adipurush' yet, but in any 

case, films that hurt the reli-
gious sentiments should not 
be supported. That's wrong. 
It needs to be corrected and 
presented properly. "

"If you hurt religious senti-
ments, then all the believers 
will not accept such things. 
And I also believe this, if 
such a kind of film is being 
made, then it needs to be 
corrected before presenting 
it in front of the audience," 
he added.

Helmed by Om Raut, the 
film stars Prabhas, Kriti 
Sanon and Saif Ali Khan.   

Film poster of Adipurush, 
featuring Prabhas. 
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Win, lose or draw 
on the war in 
Ukraine,  the 

West, overall, is in trouble—
or at least on a negative 
trajectory, even if it were to 
find a mecca of a cheap en-
ergy source. Why?

You could focus on iden-
tity politics, wokism and 
the creepy ever-growing 
creep of the highly techno-
logically advanced security 
state ever widening its net. 
But I am more into basics 
like long term growth tra-
jectories, labour stability 
and availability, productiv-
ity, GNP growth, business 
and commercial friendly 
regulatory environments. 
And secondarily, I focus on 
popular sentiment about 
the future and government.

Let us look at some good 
examples. Some come from 
Professor Graham Allison 
in his lecture at Harvard 
University (on YouTube) 
on whether there will be 

war between the West and 
China. He gives a whole lot 
of statistics demonstrating 
the overall fast growth of 
the Chinese economy. For 
1978, he shows that 90% 
of the Chinese people were 
living on two dollars or less 
a day—and the remarkable 
degree to which mass deep 
poverty in the 1980s has 
become a very small part 
of the China of today. In 
fact, by 2014, and no doubt 
beyond, only one in a hun-
dred are living in extreme 
poverty.

As implied by Allison, 
such fast paced progress 
was due to the serious goals 
and time frames, Xi Jinping 
the Chinese leader, his of-
ficials and his post Mao 
predecessors set for the 
country on the long term. 
But even a clip from his lec-
ture shows how serious the 
Chinese are about fulfilling 
short-term goals. Allison 
showed a time lapse video of 
a small bridge being recon-
structed in Beijing done en-
tirely in 43 hours—all while 
a small bridge near the 
Harvard campus has taken 
years to renovate.

I will add the famed 
doomed California fast train 
system. The Gaurdian (UK) 
headline says it all: “De-
spite 14 years of work and 
about $5bn spent, the 2008 
promise of quick transport 

between Los Angeles and 
San Francisco has not ma-
terialized”. Contrast over 
the same period, as accord-
ing to Xinhua news, “The 
total length of high-speed 
rail lines in China came in at 
about 37,900 km at the end 
of 2020 and was up about 
2,900 km from 2019 and al-
most twice that of 2015.”

And what do we have in 
the UK. In Britain, speaking 
of train service, it has been 
on strike. Only an intermis-
sion due to the passing away 
of the late Queen Elizabeth 
II, interrupted the work 
stoppage. Several years ago 
in a famous report, the cur-
rent UK Prime Minister Liz 
Truss derided the lack of 
work ethic and devotion to 
aspiration by too many na-
tive Britons. Many today, as 
polls show, are very uncer-
tain of their future. She even 
went as far as praising the 
greater commitment and 
ambition by many Indian 
immigrants to get ahead. 
Truss seems worried that 
England has been in a too 
low productivity situation 
for way too long which un-
dermines economic growth. 

Piers Morgan, one of Eng-
land’s most famous talk 
show hosts, goes further in 
a recent YouTube clip. He 
categorizes Britain as essen-
tially a basket case.

An Ash Center poll un-
derscores the important 
contrast between the US 
and China. From the Har-
vard Gazette: “Survey team 
found that compared to 
public opinion patterns in 
the US, in China, there was 
very high satisfaction with 
the central government. In 
2016, the last year the sur-
vey was conducted, 95.5% 
of respondents were either 
‘relatively satisfied’ or ‘high-
ly satisfied’.” It goes on and 
says only 38% in America 
were so.

And speaking of India, 
it has seen extremely fast 
growth, registering well 
over 6% over recent years 
and up to around 12% in 
recent quarters. Its tech-
nology sector has been fast 
developing and its major 
companies have been im-
portant sources of invest-
ment capital for England. In 
fact, exogenous capital from 
countries of the South has 

been an important lifeline 
for British manufacturing, 
not only the Premier foot-
ball league. Main brands 
like Jaguar to Range Rover 
are owned by Indians. It is 
hard to think how worse off 
the UK would be without 
immigration and invest-
ment from such, so-called 
developing or newly de-
veloped countries. Some of 
these patterns of low or in-
sufficient growth and pro-
ductivity and labour issues 
hold up on the continent.

My view is that it becomes 
increasingly hard to have 
stability without economic 
fundamentals in order. For 
Asia, this has been the prac-
tical focus—wealth and sta-
bility. Economic growth is 
intricately connected with 
fairness. A priority that 
cannot be (overly) subordi-
nated to western values of 
pro-identity politics and be-
yond, even if a country does 
not meet the US definition 
of democracy, exceptional 
or not? 

To be fair, the West has 
reached a very large GNP 
for their population size. 
So, there may be increasing 
limits for high growth rates 
when compared to India, 
Southeast Asia if not China. 
India is said to have an over-
all GNP that has surpassed 
that of the UK.  But the UK 
has a much smaller popu-
lation and China whose 
economy is fast approach-
ing a size or bigger than 
the US’s. So, what to do to 
clearly boost the economic 
prospects of the West with 
its poor growth prospects 
and negativity among its 
populations about govern-
ment. All of which is giving 
a bad name to democracy or 
at least western forms.

There needs to be a culture 
change in the West (and Ja-
pan). That means welcom-
ing more entrepreneurship 
and the skilled from places 
like the Commonwealth, yet 
in a more orderly way than 
the madness at the Mexican 
border, Channel or Medi-
terranean crossings of ille-
gals in rickety boats. Many 
more resources should be 
put forward to accelerating 
legitimate and functional 
immigration from the South 
to vitalize “rusty” regions 
of the West. This should be 
done sensibly, not in pan-
icky manner.  As well, the 
diversification as seen in the 
Liz Truss cabinet should 
be a signal that reward-
ing meritocracy goes hand 
in hand with anti-racism. 
Achievement should not be 
overly tied up in quotas but 
pushing and supporting 
excellence and productiv-
ity through all layers and 
regions of society. Varied 
sources of foreign invest-
ment can help, too. Educa-
tors have important roles 
in this including raising the 
economic and investment 
IQ among students.

The Ukraine war has not 
only been sad given all the 
deaths of the innocent, refu-
gees and physical and envi-
ronmental destruction. But 
it may have also distracted 
the West from dealing with 
some fundamentals to mak-
ing democracy more attrac-
tive, bettering fundamen-
tally, the West’s economic 
health at large.
Peter Dash, an educator based 
in Southeast Asia, has written 
for many years on develop-
ment and international affairs 
issues. He was a researcher at 
Harvard University in the Af-
rica Research Program.

Western democracies 
on a negative trajectory
The Ukraine war may have distracted the West from dealing 
with some fundamentals to making democracy more attractive, 
bettering fundamentally, the West’s economic health at large.

IN TROUBLE

opinion
PETER DASH

Exogenous capital from countries of the 
South has been an important lifeline for 
British manufacturing, not only the Premier 
football league. Main brands like Jaguar 
to Range Rover are owned by Indians. It is 
hard to think how worse off the UK would 
be without immigration and investment 
from such, so-called developing or newly 
developed countries. Some of these patterns 
of low or insufficient growth and productivity 
and labour issues hold up on the continent.

POLARISING VOTERS

It has been our history that 
emotions always override 
pragmatism in the matters 
of politics and elections. An 
Indian election is the greatest 
stage for political leaders of 
all ideologies to court their 

people on a variety of issues 
using emotional appeal and 
approach. Emotions have 
always played a vital role in 
Indian elections. The origin 
and growth of the Dravidian 
political parties are closely 
linked to the emotions over 
linguistic nationalism. The 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
rapid rise in national politics 
would not have been pos-
sible without the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi movement. M.G. 
Ramachandran in Tamil 
Nadu and N.T. Rama Rao in 
Andhra Pradesh continue 
to live in the hearts of people 
there due to the emotional 
undertones in their politics. 

The sympathy wave that fol-
lowed the assassinations of 
former Prime Ministers In-
dira Gandhi and Rajiv Gan-
dhi helped the Congress win 
general elections in 1985 and 
1991.

Even in Kerala, emotional 
issues have cropped up 
where, normally, politics 
and elections were always 
fought on ideological and 
social issues. An allegedly 
fragile 116-year-old brim-
ming dam, which has been a 
bone of contention between 
Kerala and Tamil Nadu for 
years, had become an explo-
sive and sensitive political 
issue in the state. 

Emotions are powerful 
source which mobilize very 
fast in politics. They frame 
ideologies, build up opin-
ions and can drive the spe-
cific agenda. It is observed 
that political campaigns 
recognise the centrality of 
emotions in shaping voter 
perceptions and strategi-
cally leverage voters’ emo-
tional vulnerabilities to 

fulfil electoral goals. Keep-
ing the power of emotion in 
mind, our political leaders 
focus on the interplay be-
tween ethics and emotions 
such as fear, hope, anxiety, 
anger, hatred, betrayal for 
electoral success. They also 
instigate voters on sensitive 
issues and go to the extreme 
stage to exploit voters’ emo-
tions in many cases.

Emotional exaggeration 
is harmful for any ecosys-
tem, not just for politics. It 
can lower the credibility of 
a fraternity, an institution, 
a society or even a family. 
Repeated emotional exag-
geration might diminish the 
system’s sensitivity. It might 
lead to decreased trust and 
dependability in those who 
exaggerate their emotions. 

Elections should be fought 
on issues of public welfare 
and development, not on 
emotions. Of course, our 
leaders talk about it but 
in practice, they flout the 
model code of conduct and 
polarise voters in the name 

of religion, caste and many 
kinds of emotional issues. 
We are the largest democ-
racy in the world. Instead of 
developing and evolving to 
become more mature after 
75 years of independence, 
the democratic ideals are 
rapidly vanishing in our 
country. (Political parties 
should recognise that their 
organisations are intended 
to remain forever, while 
individuals may exist for 
a limited time. Promoting 
impolite political behaviour 
and reinventing politics for 
short-term political gains 
may do irreversible harm 
to not just their particular 
parties, but also to public 
discourse, state institutions, 
and the nation’s political 
ecology.)

This is now time to recog-
nise and acknowledge the 
importance of emotional 
intelligence in everyday 
politics. 

Emotional intelligence re-
fers to the ability to perceive, 
control, use, evaluate and 

handle emotions. People 
with emotional intelligence 
can recognise their own 
emotions and those of oth-
ers, use emotional informa-
tion to guide thinking and 
behaviour, discern between 
different feelings and label 
them appropriately, and 
adjust emotions to adapt to 
environments.

Unfortunately, in today’s 
politics of deception, exag-
geration and hyperbole, 
emotional intelligence is 
the farthest thing one can 
anticipate from the present 
political scenario.

Politics is a democratic 
institution, not dramatic 
platform. It enables self-
government via people’s 
representation; it is not 
a system that should be 
mocked on a regular basis to 
the point where it becomes 
an ugly comedy soap opera 
or a C-grade TV series. 
Sudhir S. Raval is a veteran 
journalist and columnist from 
Gujarat and Consulting Editor 
with iTV Network, New Delhi.

Elections, emotional exploitation and 
emotional intelligence

opinion
SUDHIR S. RAVAL

Our political leaders focus on instigating voters on sensitive issues and go to the extreme stage to exploit voters’ emotions.

Former Congress president Rahul Gandhi’s much 
touted Bharat Jodo Yatra (walk to unite India) will 
resume from Mandya on Thursday after giving a 
two-day break due to the ongoing Dasara festival 
in the state. The Bharat Jodo Yatra, which began 
on 7 September from Kanyakumari, has already 
completed 624 km and is currently in Karnataka’s 
Mandya district. His mother and longest serving 
Congress party president, Sonia Gandhi, and his 
sister and Uttar Pradesh General Secretary Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra, are likely to join him in his yatra sym-
bolically in Karnataka. 

For the Gandhi family, Karnataka has always been 
special as it gave political rebirth of sorts to Rahul 
Gandhi’s grandmother, the Late Indira Gandhi, in 
the early 1980s, and his mother Sonia Gandhi won 
her first political battle from the Ballary Lok Sabha 
seat in 1999.  Hence, both Sonia Gandhi and Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra are likely to join Rahul during his 
second stretch of tour that will resume from Mandya 
on Thursday. Though the place is not decided yet—in 
which distrct Priyanka Gandhi Vadra would join her 
brother—it is widely reported that Sonia Gandhi 
may join her son’s padayatra in the Ballary stretch 
to symbolically connect with voters of Kalyana Kar-
nataka (Hyderabad-Karnataka) region, which sends 
about 40 MLAs to the state Assembly. 

Karnataka is the most crucial state for the Con-
gress as it is hoping to wrest it from the ruling BJP 
in 2023 Assembly polls. In last one week’s paday-
atra, Rahul Gandhi has been able strike the right 
chord with voters so far, as the state ruling BJP, 
under Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai and BJP 
state Presdient Naleen Kumar Kateel, is mired in 
several controversies—such as “40 per cent commis-
sion government”, recent floods in Bengaluru and 
policy paralysis, often raised by top industrialists 
like former Infosys CEO Mohandas Pai and Biocon 
CEO Kiran Mazumdar—that have blunt the BJP’s 
attack on Rahul Gandhi’s tour, even though the BJP’s 
social media wing is often struggling to outsmart the 
Congress party’s campaign strategies. For the first 
time, it appears that the Congress party campaign 
managers have succeeded in beating the BJP’s own 
game in social media.

 In Karnataka, the BJP failed even to find “Burburry 
T Shirt” moment to target Rahul Gandhi. Though 
the BJP tried to come out with its own communal 
narrative by releasing “PFI Bhgaya”  posters on 
similar lines of Congress party’s “Pay CM” cam-
paign, it immediately fizzled out as the Congress 
party countered it, releasing CBI filing B report in 
famous Paresh Mesta case, which had helped BJP 
to weave communal narrative in 2023 Assembly 
polls and able to reap huge benefit in communally 
sensitive districts—Shivamogga, Kodagu, Dakshin 
Kannada, Uttar Kannada, Udupi and Chikkmagalur 
which sends 35 MLAs to Assembly. Rahul Gandhi 
has so far succeeded in striking the right chord in 
delivering speech in heavy rains in Mandya or peel-
ing sugarcane like a common man, images that have 
gone viral across the country. Rahul Gandhi has also 
succeeded in galvanising party workers across the 
state. Despite the support that Rahul Gandhi’s yatra 
succeeded to garner for the party, the Congress party’s 
internal squabbles  can “mess it up” as both Karna-
taka Pradesh Congress Committee president  D.K. 
Shivkumar and Congress Legislature Party leader 
Siddaramaiah are eyeing the Chief Minister’s post. 

The former Congress president’s Yatra would cover 
511 km passing through various districts in 21 days 
and Congress has been maintaining that party would 
speak more about the “pain of Karnataka”  rather than 
politics. Apart from corruption allegations, the party 
has also been questioning the government on the rise 
in prices of essential commodities, unemployment, 
farmers’ issues and communal unrest. The yatra will 
traverse through districts of Chamarajanagar, My-
suru, Mandya, Tumakuru, Chitradurga and Ballari.

R. JAYAPRAKASH

perspective
in crucial KarnataKa

RAhUL’S yATRA 
GALVANIzES PARTy 
wORkERS, wILL 
STATE LEAdERS 
LIVE UP TO 
ExPEcTATIONS?

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi poses for a picture with 
supporters during the Bharat Jodo Yatra, in Mysuru 
on 3 October 2022. ANI
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The Supreme Court in 
the case Fertilizers 
and Chemicals Tra-

vancore Ltd. & Ors Versus 
Anusree K.B observed and 
discussed that how compas-
sionate appointment in pub-
lic services is an exception to 
the general rule of appoint-
ments and how it flows out 
of pure humanitarian con-
sideration.

The bench comprising of 
Justice MR Shah and Justice 
Krishna Murari observed 
and stated that the purpose 
of compassionate appoint-
ment is to enable the family 
to tide over the sudden crisis, 
i.e., after the death of the sole 
bread-winner in the family.

It was observed that as 
per the law laid down by 
this Court in the aforesaid 
decisions, compassionate 
appointment is an excep-
tion to the general rule of 
appointment in the public 
services and is in favour 
of the dependents of a de-
ceased dying in harness and 
is leaving his family in pen-
ury and without any means 
of livelihood, in such cases, 
out of pure humanitarian 

consideration while taking 
into consideration the facts 
that unless some source of 
livelihood is provided, the 
family would not be able to 
make both ends meet and a 
provision has been made in 
the rules to provide gain-
ful employment to one of 
the dependants of the de-
ceased who may be eligible 
for such employment. Thus, 
the whole object of granting 
compassionate employment 
is to enable the family to tide 
over the sudden crisis oc-
curred. However, the object 
is not to give such family a 
post much less a post held by 
the deceased.

Further, these pertinent 
observations came while 
the Bench was considering 
a civil appeal which chal-
lenged two orders of the 
Kerala High Court asking 
the appellant company to 
consider the respondent’s 
application for compas-
sionate appointment.

It was stated that after 14 
years after the respondent’s 
father’s death, the respon-
dent applied for a job with 
the Fertilizers and Chemi-
cals Travancore Ltd. on the 
grounds of compassionate 
appointment. The applica-

tion made by her was re-
jected as her name was not 
in the list of dependents 
submitted by the deceased 
employee.

Aggrieved with this, the 
respondent moved the 
High Court, which asked 
the appellant to consider 
her application. The same 
was disqualified, the appel-
lants moved the a Division 

Bench of the High Court, 
which dismissed the appeal 
and this made appellants to 
move the Top Court.

The Counsel, Siddharth 
Jha appearing for the appel-
lants argued that the High 
Court shouldn’t have enter-
tained the respondent’s pe-
tition seeking compassion-
ate appointment. However, 
for reconsidering the case 

of the respondent now for 
appointment on compas-
sionate ground after 24 
years would be against the 
object and purpose of ap-
pointment on compassion-
ate ground, i.e., to meet out 
the difficulties which is 
being created on account 
of sudden death of the sole 
bread earner.

The Counsel, Senior Ad-

vocate Sanjay Parikh ap-
pearing for the respondent 
submitted that when the 
deceased employee died in 
the year 1995, the respon-
dent was minor and after 
attaining the age of major-
ity, the respondent daughter 
made an application for the 
appointment on an compas-
sionate ground. However, 
the respondent was called 

for an interview in 2018 and 
at that time the appointment 
was denied on the ground 
that in the dependent’s list, 
the name of the respondent 
is not mentioned, which 
is being found to be factu-
ally incorrect. Thus, it was 
argued that the respondent 
cannot be denied the ap-
pointment on compassion-
ate ground on the ground 
of delay

The Supreme Court after 
referring to various cases 
including the case N.C. San-
thosh Vs. State of Karna-
taka, wherein it was reiter-
ated that the compassionate 
ground is a concession and 
not a right.

As per the Court, the re-
spondent is not entitled the 
respondent entitled to the 

appointment on compas-
sionate ground on the death 
of her father, who died in 
1995.

The bench observed that 
after a period of 24 years 
from the death of the de-
ceased employee, the re-
spondent shall not be en-
titled to the appointment 
on compassionate ground 
and if such an appointment 
is made now and/or after 
a period of 14 to 24 years, 
the same shall be against 
the object and purpose for 
which the appointment on 
compassionate ground is 
provided.

Accordingly, the bench set 
aside the orders passed by 
the Single Judge as well as 
the Division Bench of the 
Kerala High Court.

Supreme court: compaSSionate employment can’t Be 
claimed after Several yearS of employee’S death aS 
itS oBject iS to help family to meet Sudden criSiS

delhi high court:  diSpoSeS of pil 
Seeking door-to-door inoculation; 
after centre SayS 200-crore covid 
vaccinationS croSSed

Delhi High Court: Plea Dismissed Challenging 
NEET-UG-2022’s Final Answer Key: Not An 
Expert On Medical Scienc

ITAT: Income From Maintaining And Operating IT 
Park To Be Assessed Under “Income From Business”
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Aggrieved with this, the respondent moved 
the High Court, which asked the appellant 
to consider her application. The same 
was disqualified, the appellants moved 
the a Division Bench of the High Court, 
which dismissed the appeal and this made 
appellants to move the Top Court.

It was observed that the CIT (A), after considering the 
facts and various decisions, reversed the findings of 
the Assessing Officer and held that the receipts from the 
operation and maintenance of G-Corp Tech Park are to 
be assessed under the head of “Income from Business”.

The Delhi High Court in the 
case Dhiraj Aggarwal v. UOI 
& Anr observed and has 
disposed of a Public Interest 
Litigation seeking a helpline 
for assistance of those regis-
tering for inoculation, while 

following the Centre’s sub-
mission that more than 200 
crore doses of COVID-19 
vaccine have been adminis-
tered across the country.

It was observed that a bed-
ridden senior citizen had ap-
proached the court last year, 
stating she was at a high risk 
of getting exposed to the vi-
rus if she wishes to go out 
to the vaccination centre, it 
stated that she was suffering 
from arthritis. However, her 
PIL also prayed for framing 
of an urgent policy for door-
to-door vaccination of super-
senior and bed-ridden citi-
zens in the national capital.

In recent hearing, a central 
government told the court 
that the State has carried out 
door to door vaccination and 
more than 200 crore doses 
have been provided to the 
people across India. It was 
submitted by the counsel 
that no further orders are 
required to be passed in the 
PIL.

The division bench com-
prising of Chief Justice Satish 
Chandra Sharma and Justice 

Subramonium Prasad ob-
served and stated that the 
learned counsel for the Pe-
titioner was fair enough in 
stating before this Court that 
no further orders are called 
for in the present PIL filled 
keeping in view the massive 
vaccination drive initiated by 

Government of India in view 
of the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
Thus, the present PIL stand 
of disposed, in light of the 
aforesaid.

It had been argued in the 
PIL that many super-senior 
and bed-ridden citizens do 
not have the requisite facili-
ties to get themselves regis-
tered on CoWin Application. 
Also, it was stated that many 
foreign countries like Singa-
pore and Australia had a 
system of vaccinating old 
aged and bed ridden citizens 
at their home by sending a 
medical team.

The plea reads that because 
it is obligatory duty of the re-
spondent no. I and respon-
dent no. 2 to take care of bed 
ridden and super senior citi-
zens so denying the vaccine 
by not introducing a helpline 
number for registration of 
COVID-19 vaccine and a 
policy on urgent basis for 
door-to-door covid-19 vac-
cination for bed ridden and 
super senior citizens in Delhi 
is against the fundamental 
right to life of a citizen.

The Delhi High Court in the case 
Freya Kothari v. Union of India & 
Ors observed and has dismissed 
a candidate’s plea challenging the 
final answer key issued by National 
Testing Agency (NTA) for Nation-
al Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test 
(NEET) Undergraduate Examina-
tion, 2022. The court stated that it 
is not an expert in the field of medi-
cal science to sit over the decision 
of experts and substitute it with its 
own wisdom.

The bench comprising of Justice 
Amit Mahajan observed while 
noting that final answers are pub-
lished after experts duly consider 
various objections raised by the 
candidates, the bench stated that 

there was no material on record 
for doubting the decision taken by 
such experts. On September 08, 
the final answer key for the exam 
held in July was issued.

The court while observing that 
scope of judicial review in such 
cases is limited, the questions asked 
for the candidates were tricky and 
their answers cannot be argued to 
be in a straitjacket formula.

The Court added that this court 
being not an expert in the field and 
cannot supplant its opinion being 
not in a position to interpret the 
medical literature and would be 
over-stepping its jurisdiction by 
holding the view which has been 
given by the experts to be an incor-
rect view. Thus, the answers given 
in the key cannot be patently called 

to be wrong on the face of it.
Also, the court stated that the an-

swers to the questions are debat-
able and therefore it is beyond the 
scope of the judicial review.

Adding to it, it stated that the mo-
ment, the Court has to conduct the 
exercise wherein the arguments 
have to be heard on whether an-
swer key is correct or incorrect, and 
it has to consider the arguments 
advanced by both the parties to 
reach a conclusion that itself would 
mean that answer selected by ex-
perts is not demonstrably wrong 
and would amount to interference 
which has been frowned upon in 
such cases by the Courts.

Freya Kothari, a candidate, had 
challenged the final answer key 
alleging that the answers provided 

therein in respect of four questions 
were incorrect. However, claim-
ing that the answers given by her 
were correct, the candidate sought 
re-evaluation of the answer key 
and also to resultant marks for the 
questions.

It stated that Kothari, who got 
10497 general category rank in 
the merit list and 25628 in NEET 
All India rank, claimed that if the 
marks were correctly awarded, she 
would achieve a much higher rank.

It was observed that it was her 
case her case that the answers given 
by her were based on the approved 
syllabus from NCERT Book which 
was also pointed out to NTA when 
she challenged provisional answer 
keys under the rules in August.

The court while rejecting her 

plea observed that while one or 
two answers can look correct, the 
candidate has to choose the answer 
which experts feel to be the most 
appropriate one.

The Court stated that this itself 
leads to a situation where the cor-
rectness of the answer becomes a 
matter of debate and does not fall in 
the category of cases where it leaves 
no room for doubt that the answer 
given by the student are the correct 
answer.

Further, the court stated that 
it does not find that the answers 
provided in the answer key for the 
question Nos. 63, 127, 133 and 164 
are “such demonstrably wrong 
and incorrect” to fall within the pa-
rameters being set by the Supreme 
Court for judicial interference.

The Mumbai bench of the Income 
Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT) 
in the case DCIT Versus M/s. 
N.V.Developers Pvt. Ltd observed 
and has held that the income from 
operating and maintaining an IT 
park is to be assessed under the 
head “Income from Business”.

The two-member bench of Judi-
cial Member, Vikas Awasthy and 
the Accountant Member, M. Bala-
ganesh observed and has stated 
that the income from letting out 
the premises/developing space 
along with other facilities in an in-
dustrial park, SEZ is to be charged 
to tax under the head “profits and 
gains of business.

The assessee/respondent is en-
gaged in operating, developing 

and maintaining an information 
technology park (IT Park). An in-
come of Rs.11,83,86,181 has been re-
ceived by the assessee from letting 
out, operating, and maintaining an 
IT park named G-Corp Tech Park 
and offered the same for tax under 
the head “Business Income”.

It was observed by the Assess-
ing Officer did not concur with 
the assessee’s claim with respect to 
income from IT Park as “Business 
Income”. It was held by the Assess-
ing Officer that the rental income 
from IT Park is assessable under the 
head “Income from House Property. 
Thus, the assessee was aggrieved by 
the assessment order and appealed 
before the CIT(A), assailing the find-
ings of the Assessing Officer in treat-
ing the income from maintaining 
and operating G-Corp Tech Park as 

the income from “house property”.
It was observed that the CIT (A), 

after considering the facts and vari-
ous decisions, reversed the findings 
of the Assessing Officer and held 
that the receipts from the opera-
tion and maintenance of G-Corp 
Tech Park are to be assessed under 
the head of “Income from Business”.

In the present case, the issue raised 
was whether rental income received 

by the assessee from the Informa-
tion Technology Park was to be 
assessed as “Income from House 
Property” or “Income from Busi-
ness”.

It was vehemently defended by the 
department that the assessment or-
der and prayed for the reversal of 
the findings of CIT(A) and upheld 
the findings of the Assessing Officer.

It was contended by the assessee 

that the main objectives of the as-
sessee company are to develop and 
operate technological parks, soft-
ware parks, electronic and hard-
ware technology parks, etc. It was 
refered by the assessee to CBDT 
Circular No.16/2017 dated April 25, 
2017 to contend that lease rent from 
letting out the building and develop-
ing space along with amenities in 
an SEZ or industrial park is to be 
considered as “business income”.

It was noted by the tribunal that no 
material has been placed on record 
to show that any appeal was filed 
by the Revenue against the order of 
CIT(A) for Assessment Year 2011-12 
or Assessment Year 2013-14.

Accordingly, the tribunal dis-
missed the appeal of the depart-
ment, while following the principle 
of consistency.
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IntroductIon 
Climate change has emerged 
as one of the pressing issues 
of the 21st century. Climate 
change is like a pandemic, it 
does not spare even the most 
advanced countries. Weath-
er and climatic extremes are 
becoming more common as 
a result of human-caused 
climate change across the 
world. Acute occurrences 
of storms, droughts, floods, 
cyclical fluctuations in pre-
cipitation and long-term 
variations in temperature 
and sea levels, are all made 
more likely by climate 
change. This will result in 
deaths, injuries, and poor 
health related diseases, as 
well as damage to infrastruc-
ture, livelihoods and natu-
ral resources. Marginalised 
communities who live in old 
and substandard houses 
and have limited resources 
are especially susceptible 
to floods and cyclones. Ap-
proximately 40% of the 
world’s population now lives 
within 100 km of a coastline 
and 100 m of sea level. it is 
anticipated that by 2030 half 
of the world’s population 
would reside in coastal ar-
eas. As per the World Bank 
study (2018), climate change 
will relocate 143 million peo-

ple in sub-Saharan Africa, 
Latin America, and south 
Asia. Climate proofing the 
houses and infrastructure 
for all is a necessity.  

clImate change 
and vulnerabIlIty 
of IndIa’s coastal 
Infrastructure 
India is one of the most 
vulnerable countries to the 
effects of climate change 
and simultaneously suf-
fers from endemic levels 
of poverty. In recent years, 
India has experienced an 
increase in the severity and 
frequency of weather events 
and climate-related natural 
disasters.India is the third-
worst-affected country due 
to the climatic disasters. In 
India 170 million people live 
in the coastal regions. Ac-
cording to the Internal Dis-
placement Monitoring Cen-
tre, between 2008 and 2018, 
over 3.6 million Indians were 
moved every year, the major-
ity as a result of monsoon 
rains, which are the heavi-
est in South Asia. As per the 
report Human Cost of Disas-
ters (2000-2019) published 
by the United Nations Office 
for Disaster Risk Reduction, 
India has the third highest 
number of disaster events. 
It is also the second most 

impacted country by floods 
with 345 million people af-
fected. Extreme cyclones 
namely the recent Yaas, Am-
phan, Fani, Gaja, and Hud-
hud, as well as catastrophic 
floods, have wreaked havoc 
on its coastal states of Odi-
sha, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil 
Nadu, and Kerala. The man-
grove ecosystem, which acts 
as a natural barrier against 
cyclones and coastal ero-
sion in coastal areas, has 
been badly harmed and 
is expected to be further 
harmed as an outcome of 
climate change. According 
to estimates from the Central 
Water Commission, the total 
damage from climate-related 
extreme weather events on 

infrastructure and housing 
is more than INR 36 million, 
or 3% of India’s GDP. 

The major cyclone Fani 
hit Odisha with a popula-
tion of around 46 million 
people, in May 2019. State 
authorities used an effec-
tive early-warning system to 
evacuate 1.2 million people 
in 24 hours, making it one 
of the largest evacuations in 
history and earning praise 
from the United Nations. 
With the increasing effects 
of climate change, tens of 
thousands more people 
may be forced to migrate or 
be displaced from high-risk 
areas along the Indian coast. 
Many families may be forced 
to relocate within their own 

state or further afield to 
avoid the effects of sea level 
rise and coastal inundation if 
concrete climate and devel-
opment action is not taken. 
It is imperative that climate 
resilient infrastructure and 
houses are built which are 
affordable, safe and ad-
equate which could benefit 
the people living in poverty.  

safeguardIng fu-
ture prosperIty
Acknowledging the effects 
of climate change on our 
lives and directing all our re-
sources and efforts towards 
the attainment of climate 
resilience is important. Cli-
mate resilience refers to the 
ability to predict, prepare 

for, and assess how climate 
change can create hazard-
ous events and take steps to 
cope with such events. Ad-
aptation to climate change 
for people living in coastal 
areas is a necessity. Infra-
structure that is both acces-
sible and functional is criti-
cal to human well-being and 
economic progress. People 
living in coastal areas are 
vulnerable to triple threats 
which are limited resources 
for affordable housing in-
frastructure, socioeconomic 
vulnerability, and increased 
flooding due to sea level rise.

 
analysIs 
As climatic conditions wors-
ens and extreme weather 

events like floods, storms 
and cyclones are becom-
ing normal in the climate-
constrained weather. To 
maintain the global average 
temperature below the Paris 
Agreement’s 1.5 degree safe 
limit, collaborative action 
and funding is required. 
Government and Non Gov-
ernmental Organisation 
should come together to take 
preventive measures which 
would ultimately reduce di-
saster risks and post recov-
ery losses. It is imperative 
to invest in making climate 
resilient housing for the peo-
ple. There is a huge require-
ment of funds which can 
be solved if the government 
incentivises private investors 
to enter into the long term 
contracts with Development 
Financial Institutions to 
work on innovative and sus-
tainable houses for the mar-
ginalised communities. If 
appropriately managed, re-
locating communities from 
hazard-prone places can be a 
valuable adaptation strategy 

for providing alternatives to 
physical protection. How-
ever, there is a need for more 
forward looking sustainable 
housing planning to protect 
the people living in coastal 
areas who are vulner-
able. Sensitising and raising 
awareness amongst the peo-
ple about the benefits of cli-
mate resilient houses is also 
a significant component for 
the planning. Furthermore, 
strong community demand 
and community support can 
lead to decision-makers and 
planners reaching a consen-
sus. Currently, India’s con-
struction industry is altering 
its building processes in or-
der to minimise greenhouse 
gas emissions and make sus-
tainable buildings more ac-
cessible to individuals with 
limited financial resources. 
Failure to do so sufficiently 
will put marginalised com-
munities in more danger in 
the future.
Abhinav is an Practicing Advo-
cate based out of Delhi & Parth 
is a law Scholar. 

AnAlysis on “ClimAte resilient 
housing struCtures for mArginAlised 
communities living in coastal areas” 
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The major cyclone Fani hit Odisha with a 
population of around 46 million people, 
in May 2019. State authorities used an 
effective early-warning system to evacuate 
1.2 million people in 24 hours, making it 
one of the largest evacuations in history and 
earning praise from the United Nations. 
With the increasing effects of climate 
change, tens of thousands more people may 
be forced to migrate or be displaced from 
high-risk areas along the Indian coast. 

Recognising that an efficient 
and strong civil aviation sec-
tor is vital for the economic 
development of the country, 
the Department of Financial 
Services (DFS), Ministry 
of Finance, has modified 
the Emergency Credit Line 
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) 
yesterday to enhance the 
maximum loan amount 
eligibility for airlines under 
ECLGS 3.0 to 100% of their 
fund based or non-fund-
based loan outstanding as 
on the reference dates or Rs. 
1,500 crore, whichever is 
lower; and of the above, Rs. 
500 crore shall be consid-
ered, based on equity contri-
bution by the owners.

All other criteria terms 
and conditions parameters 
prescribed under the op-
erational guidelines of the 
ECLGS on 30.8.2022 shall 
be applicable as it is.

The modifications intro-
duced are aimed to give 
necessary collateral-free 
liquidity at reasonable in-
terest rates to tide over their 
present cash flow problems.

Earlier in March 2022, 
the Emergency Credit Line 
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) 
was extended beyond March 
2022, till March 2023, to im-
plement the announcement 
made in the Union Budget 
2022-23 by Union Minister 
for Finance & Corporate 
Affairs Smt. Nirmala Sith-
araman. Keeping in view 
the high proportion of non-
fund based credit in the over-
all credit of the civil aviation 
sector, the eligible borrowers 
were permitted to avail up 
to 50% of their highest total 
fund and non-fund based 
credit outstanding, subject to 
a maximum of Rs. 400 crore 
per borrower. 

dfs modifies 
emergenCy Credit 
line guArAntee 
sCheme for Civil 
AviAtion seCtor 

indiA emerges As the world’s lArgest ProduCer And Consumer 
of sugAr And world’s 2nd lArgest exPorter of sugAr

ECLGS necessary for collateral-free 
liquidity at reasonable interest rates to tide 
over their present cash flow problems

In Sugar Season (Oct-Sep) 2021-22, 
a record of more than 5000 Lakh 
Metric Tons (LMT) sugarcane was 
produced in the country out of 
which about 3574 LMT of sugar-
cane was crushed by sugar mills to 
produce about 394 LMT of sugar 
(Sucrose). Out of this, 35 LMT 
sugar was diverted to ethanol pro-
duction and 359 LMT sugar was 
produced by sugar mills. With this, 
India has emerged as the world’s 
largest producer and consumer 
of sugar as well as the world’s 2nd 
largest exporter of sugar.

The season has proven to be a 
watershed season for Indian Sug-
ar Sector. All records of sugarcane 
production, sugar production, 
sugar exports, cane procured, cane 
dues paid and ethanol production 
were made during the season.

Another shining highlight of 
the season is the highest exports 
of about 109.8 LMT that too with 
no financial assistance which was 
being extended upto 2020-21. Sup-
portive international prices and 
Indian Government Policy led to 
this feat of Indian Sugar Industry. 
These exports earned foreign cur-
rency of about Rs. 40,000 crores 
for the country.

The success story of sugar indus-
try is the outcome of synchronous 
and collaborative efforts of Central 
and State Governments, farmers, 
sugar mills, ethanol distilleries 
with very supportive overall eco-
system for business in the country. 

Timely Government interventions 
since last 5 years have been crucial 
in building the sugar sector step by 
step from taking them out of finan-
cial distress in 2018-19 to the stage 
of self-sufficiency in 2021-22.

During SS 2021-22, sugar mills 
procured sugarcane worth more 
than 1.18 lakh crore and released 
payment of more than 1.12 lakh 
crore with no financial assistance 
(subsidy) from Government of In-
dia. Thus, cane dues at the end of 
sugar season are less than ₹ 6,000 
crore indicating that 95% of cane 
dues have already been cleared. It 
is also noteworthy that for SS 2020-
21, more than 99.9% cane dues are 
cleared.

Government has been encourag-
ing sugar mills to divert sugar to 
ethanol and also to export surplus 

sugar so that sugar mills may make 
payment of cane dues to farmers in 
time and also mills may have bet-
ter financial conditions to continue 
their operations.

Growth of ethanol as biofuel sec-
tor in last 5 years has amply sup-
ported the sugar sector as use of 
sugar to ethanol has led to better 
financial positions of sugar mills 
due to faster payments, reduced 
working capital requirements and 
less blockage of funds due to less 
surplus sugar with mills. During 
2021-22, revenue of about ₹ 18,000 
crore has been made by sugar 
mills/distilleries from sale of etha-
nol which has also played its role 
in early clearance of cane dues of 
farmers. Ethanol production ca-
pacity of molasses/sugar-based dis-
tilleries has increased to 605 crore 
litres per annum and the progress 
is still continuing to meet targets 
of 20% blending by 2025 under 
Ethanol Blending with Petrol 
(EBP) Programme. In new season, 
the diversion of sugar to ethanol is 
expected to increase from 35 LMT 
to 50 LMT which would generate 
revenue for sugar mills amounting 
to about ₹ 25,000 crores.

There is an optimum closing bal-
ance of 60 LMT of sugar which 
is essential to meet domestic re-
quirements for 2.5 months. The 
diversion of sugar to ethanol and 
exports led to unlocking of value 
chain of the whole industry as well 
as improved financial conditions 
of sugar mills leading to more op-
tional mills in ensuing season.

•	 Records	over	5000	LMT	
sugarcane	produced	in	
sugar	season	2021-22;	35	
LMT	sugar	used	to	ethanol	
production	and	359	LMT	
sugar	produced	by	sugar	
mills	in	the	season
•	 Records	highest	sugar	
exports	of	109.8	LMT
•	 Sugar	mills/distilleries	
generate	₹	18,000	crore	
from	sale	of	ethanol
•	 95%	of	all	cane	dues	
cleared	by	the	millers	by	
end	of	the	season;	for	
Sugar	Season	2020-21,	
more	than	99.9%	cane	
dues	have	been	cleared
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top of the day

21-year-old 
deputy killed in 
friendly fire
Florida: a 21-year-
old deputy was shot 
by friendly fire from 
deputies with whom he 
was serving a warrant in 
central Florida on Tuesday 
(local time), local media 
reported citing authori-
ties. Polk County Sheriff’s 
office as quoted by Fox 
News said that one of the 
bullets fired by the other 
deputies struck deputy 
Blane lane in the arm, 
which then entered his 
chest. Polk County Sheriff 
Grady Judd described 
the deputy as one of the 
youngest on the force, was 
taken to a hospital where 
he died, “despite valiant 
efforts,” the sheriff said. 
Shooting incidents in the 
United States have been 
common these days.

bangladesh 
starts probe 
into grid failure
dhaka: an investigation 
committee of the Power 
Grid Company of Ban-
gladesh (PGCB) started 
its probe on Wednesday 
to identify the reasons 
behind the blackout 
for 7-8 hours. The grid 
which failed at 2:04 pm 
local time on Tuesday 
caused the widespread 
blackout, barring some 
northern parts of the 
country, dhaka Tribune 
reported. Chief of the 
investigation body and 
executive director (P&d) 
of the PGCB, Yeakub Elahi 
Chowdhury said, “We 
started our probe this 
morning to identify the 
possible causes behind 
the national grid disaster 
and also the exact point of 
the incident.”

us’ justification 
of f-16 to pak 
shalloW: report
iSlamaBad: United 
States’ double standards 
stand exposed with its 

“weakest diplomatic” jus-
tification for the “danger-
ous” F-16 assistance to 
Pakistan as the same US 
in the past has given out a 
clean slate to islamabad 
for sponsoring terror-
ists. US assistance to 
Pakistan’s “terror policy” 
is “treacherous” as the 
country had been asking 
Pakistan to act against 
terrorist groups operat-
ing from its soil, reported 
islam khabar. The irony 
of the matter is that the 
F-16 deal comes near the 
anniversary of the deadly 
9/11 Twin Tower attacks.

shehbaz sharif 
thanks eu for  
aid to pakistan  
flood VictiMs
iSlamaBad: Pakistan 
Prime minister Sheh-
baz Sharif expressed 
gratitude to the European 
Union for providing 30 
million Euro humani-
tarian aid for the flood 
victims. Taking to Twitter, 
Pm Sharif said, “Grate-
ful to European Union, 
particularly @vonder-
leyen, President of @
EU_Commission for the 
announcement of EUr30 
million in new EU human-
itarian aid for Pakistan.” 

“Gravity of food & health 
challenges can be met 
through deeper coopera-
tion from the world,” The 
revised ‘2022 Pakistan 
Floods response Plan’ 
(FrP) was shared with 
UN member states. 

Underscoring that 
the US will never 
r e c o g n i s e  Ru s -

sia’s purported annexa-
tion of Ukrainian territory, 
US President Joe Biden on 
Tuesday (local time) an-
nounced plans to provide 
an additional USD 625 
million in military aid to 
Ukraine. 

According to a White 

House statement, US Presi-
dent Joe Biden and Vice 
President Kamala Harris 
spoke with Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
and pledged to continue 
supporting Ukraine.

“President Joseph R. 
Biden, Jr., joined by Vice 
President Kamala Harris, 
spoke today with President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy of 
Ukraine to underscore that 
the United States will never 
recognise Russia’s purport-

ed annexation of Ukrainian 
territory,” the statement 
read. Biden also provided 
details on the latest package, 
which includes High Mo-
bility Artillery Rocket Sys-
tems, or HIMARS, artillery 
systems ammunition, and 
armoured vehicles. 

“President Biden pledged 
to continue supporting 
Ukraine as it defends itself 
from Russian aggression for 
as long as it takes, includ-
ing the provision today of a 

new $625 million security 
assistance package that in-
cludes additional weapons 
and equipment, including 
HIMARS, artillery systems 
and ammunition, and ar-
moured vehicles,” it added.

He also affirmed the con-
tinued readiness of the US 
to impose severe costs on 
any individual, entity, or 
country that provides sup-
port to Russia’s purported 
annexation. 

Biden further welcomed 

the success of the agreement 
that has allowed the safe 
export of Ukrainian grain 
to global markets and em-
phasised the need to ensure 
that continues. In addition, 
President Biden noted the 
ongoing efforts of the Unit-
ed States to rally the world 
behind Ukraine’s efforts 
to defend its freedom and 
democracy, as enshrined in 
the United Nations Char-
ter, as per the White House 
statement. 

call With zelenskyy

biden unVeils neW $625 Million 
Military aid package for ukraine
TDG NETWORK
WaShiNGToN

naVal poWer

uss gerald r ford, 
aMerican aircraft carrier, 
deployed in atlantic
TDG NETWORK
WaShiNGToN

Five years after it was com-
missioned into service, the 
USS Gerald R. Ford left on 
its first deployment in the 
Atlantic region on Tuesday 
from Norfolk, Virginia. 

The US Navy’s newest 
and most advanced aircraft 
carrier will exercise with 
allies in North America 
and Europe in the Atlantic 
region. 

The USS Gerald Ford and 
the carrier strike group 
will operate with allies and 
partners in both the 2nd 
and 6th fleet areas of re-

sponsibility in the Atlantic 
Ocean and in the Mediter-
ranean Sea, a US Navy of-
ficial said. The deployment 
will be shorter than a stan-
dard six-month deploy-
ment, the official added. 

“This deployment is an 
opportunity to push the 
ball further down the field 
and demonstrate the ad-
vantage that Ford and Car-
rier Air Wing (CVW) 8 
bring to the future of naval 
aviation, to the region, and 
to our allies and partners,” 
Carrier Strike Group 12 
Commander Rear Adm. 
Gregory Huffman said in a 
statement.

Pakistan is entangled in 
yet another controversy as 
Islamabad has been found 
supplying arms and ammu-
nition to Kyiv in the ongoing 
Russia-Ukraine war.

As per reports, Pakistan is 
not impartial in the ongoing 
Russia-Ukraine conflict and 
has been involved in supply-
ing arms and ammunition, 
made in Pakistan, for the 
end use of Ukraine. Islam-
abad is apparently utilising 
third-country-based defence 
suppliers and contractors to 
route these defence sales to 
Ukraine, reported Europe-
based publication Geo-poli-
tik. Credible inputs suggest 
that Islamabad-based arms 
supplier M/s DMI Associ-
ates has been in contact with 
Bulgaria-based firm M/s 
Defence Industry Group to 
facilitate the supply of manu-
factured defence stores to the 
Ukrainian government.

Separately, a Slovakia-
based defence company M/s 

Chemica had reportedly 
approached M/s Kestral, a 
defence supplier of ammu-
nition of Pak Ordinance Fac-
tories, on behalf of Ukraine’s 
Defence Ministry, reported 
Geo-politik.

M/s Kestral may be using 
the conflict to spread its ac-
tivities in countries adjacent 
to Ukraine, namely Poland, 
Romania and Slovakia, as 
the CEO of Kestral, Liaqat 
Ali Beg, visited these coun-
tries in May and June this 
year. 

In another such develop-
ment, Kyiv-based Ukrainian 
company M/s FORMAG was 
learnt to have approached 
Pakistan-based M/s Blue-
lines Cargo Pvt Ltd to ship 
gloves meant for use by the 
Ukrainian army.

A recent report published 
in Riafan, an online Russian 
web portal, states that Paki-
stan’s Noor Khan Airbase in 
Rawalpindi has become a 
key base for the UK for the 
transportation of military 
equipment for the Ukrainian 
Army.

not iMpartial

pakistan entangled 
in russia-ukraine 
War, supplying 
arMs to kyiV
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Pakistan is not impartial in the ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict 
and has been involved in supplying arms and ammunition, made 
in Pakistan.

‘iMran ruined econoMy’

pM shehbaz calls 
iMran khan ‘biggest 
liar on earth’
TDG NETWORK
iSlamaBad

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has accused former 
premier Imran Khan of being the biggest liar on the face of 
the earth, alleging that the PTI chief has ruined the country’s 
economy. 

Shehbaz Sharif spoke about the “damage” that the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chairman had done to Pakistan’s do-
mestic and foreign affairs. Addressing Imran Khan’s recent 
alleged cypher audio leaks, the Prime Minister said that they 
were “an irrefutable endorsement that he (Imran) is the biggest 
liar on the face of the earth”. 

The cypher is an alleged secret diplomatic cable which fu-
eled conspiracy theories that the US administration wanted to 
topple Imran Khan’s government and facilitate regime change 
in the country. 

The cypher is based on then-envoy Asad Majeed’s meeting 
with US State Department official Donald Lu, who has been 
at the centre of PTI’s claim that the US conspired to dislodge 
Imran from office in April. 

“I’m not saying this with a sense of glee but a sense of embar-
rassment and concern. Sharif added in an interview with the 
British newspaper Dawn. 

He accused Imran Khan of “injecting poison into society to 
dangerously polarise the electorate” since his ouster through 
a successful no-confidence vote in April. In his first interview 
with the outlet since he became Prime Minister, Shehbaz Sharif 
termed the PTI chief as a “liar and a cheat”, alleging that his 
policies had left the economy in “ruins”. 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has said in its latest 
report that Pakistan’s economy is forecast to slow by 3.5% in 
the financial year 2022–23 due to reasons like devastating 
floods and policy tightening.

Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

‘proVocation’

US, South Korea test missiles 
in response to North Korea
TDG NETWORK
SEoUl

The United States and South 
Korea launched four missiles 
off the east coast of the Ko-
rean Peninsula on Wednes-
day morning, in response to 
North Korea’s provocative 
test launch of a ballistic mis-
sile over Japan. 

This test was the allies’ 
second exercise within 24 
hours, following North Ko-
rea’s launch of a ballistic 
missile over Japan on Tues-
day morning. 

Earlier, on Tuesday, the 
US and South Korea initial-
ly responded to the launch 
with a precision bombing 
exercise, which involved a 
South Korean F-15K fighter 
jet firing two air-to-surface 
munitions at a virtual target 
in a firing range west of the 
Korean Peninsula, per the 
South Korean joint chiefs. 

“Through the combined 
flight of the air strike pack-
age and precision strike 
drills, South Korea and the 
United States demonstrated 
their will to respond sternly 
to any Northern threats as 
well as their capability to 
conduct a precision strike 
at the origin of provocations 
based on the alliance’s over-
whelming forces,” the JCS 
said in a press release. 

The allies typically re-

spond to missile tests by 
North Korea with military 
exercises.
citing South Korean joint 
chiefs, in Wednesday’s 
launch, four ATACMS 
(Army Tactical Missile Sys-
tems) missiles were involved. 
The ATACMS are surface-
to-surface missiles that can 
fly around 200 miles (320 
kilometres). 

According to John Kirby, 
the National Security Coun-

cil coordinator for strategic 
communications, the launch 
was designed to demon-
strate that the US and its 
allies have “the military 
capabilities at the ready to 
respond to provocations by 
the North.” 

“This is not the first time 
we’ve done this in response 
to provocations by the North 
to make sure that we can 
demonstrate our own capa-
bilities,” Kirby said.

North Korea launched a ballistic missile over Japan on Tuesday 
morning.

‘Maintain distance’

arMed forces to stay aWay froM 
politics, says general bajWa

Pakistan Army Chief Gen-
eral Qamar Javed Bajwa as-
sured the nation on Tuesday 
that the armed forces have 
distanced themselves from 
politics and want to stay 
away from it in the future as 
well. While addressing the 
gathering during the lunch 
at Pakistani Embassy in 
Washington, Pakistan Ba-
jwa said that he will leave 
after the completion of his 
second three-year term in 
two months, Dawn report-
ed. He reminded the nation 
that reviving the country’s 
ailing economy should be 
the first priority of all seg-
ments of society, adding that 
without a strong economy 
the nation would not be able 
to achieve its targets.

“There could be no di-
plomacy either without a 
strong economy,” said the 
army chief in his address to 
an audience which included 
a large number of Pakistani 
diplomats. After lunch, Ba-
jwa went to the Pentagon for 
a meeting with US Defence 
Secretary Lloyd Austin.

According to Dawn citing 
Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR), Bajwa called 
on retired General Lloyd 

James Austin III, Secretary 
of Defence; Jacob Jeremiah 
Sullivan, National Security 
Adviser; and Wendy Ruth 
Sherman, Deputy Secretary 
of State. During the meet-
ings, matters of mutual of 
interest, regional security 
situations and bilateral co-
operation in various fields 
were discussed. 

The army chief thanked 
the US officials for their 
support and reiterated that 
assistance from “our global 
partners shall be vital for 
rescue/rehabilitation of the 
flood victims in Pakistan”, 
as reported by Dawn. 

US had provided $56.5 
million in aid to Pakistan 
for flood relief and humani-

tarian assistance this year.
During his meeting with 

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, US 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken had expressed his 
sorrow over the devastation 
and loss of life throughout 
the country caused by cata-
strophic flooding. 

“He reaffirmed the US 
commitment to the people 
of Pakistan, noting the 
nearly USD 56.5 million in 
flood relief and humani-
tarian assistance provided 
this year as well as the ad-
ditional USD 10 million of 
food security assistance 
announced today,” read the 
US State Department press 
release.

TDG NETWORK
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Pakistan Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa.

‘indiVidual approach’

Xi defends China’s 
approach to human 
rights of minorities
TDG NETWORK
BEiJiNG

Global criticism of China’s indifference to human rights fi-
nally seems to have forced President Xi Jinping to pay serious 
attention, but in his own way. 

He tells his people that China has its own individual ap-
proach to human rights that needs to be publicised and re-
spected. Xi, in principle, formats human rights in the mould 
of Chinese characteristics as he decides to counter the criti-
cism over the treatment of Uyghur Muslims by refusing to 
be apologetic about it. The change in the communist leader-
ship’s human rights approach on the eve of Xi’s third term of 
power at the 20th party congress later in October is recog-
nised in Xi’s address to the 37th group study session of the 
Chinese Communist Party’s central committee, held earlier 
this year. 

He takes credit for having taken the protection of human 
rights to a higher level after he came to power in 2012. Sig-
nificantly, he talks of social, political, and economic goals 
for ensuring human rights but ignores to mention how his 
government pursues a merciless form of sinicization of Islam 
to destroy the cultural and religious roots of minority com-
munities of China, especially Uyghur Muslims. In his long 
address, he mentions religious beliefs only in passing. That 
gives him away. 

The goals of this session were to review our country’s hu-
man rights achievements, both theoretical and practical, in 
the new era; assess the international struggle in the sphere of 
human rights; and “maintain a steadfast commitment to the 
Chinese path to promote further progress in human rights.”

Chinese President Xi Jinping.
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financial crunch

Pakistan defence sector continues to enjoy 
grants, subsidies desPite economic crisis

As Pakistan always 
cries for funding in 
the name of devel-

opment and disaster man-
agement, the so-called de-
fence sector of the country 
continues to enjoy grants, 
subsidies and loans despite 
the financial crunches.

A Canada-based think 
tank International Forum 

for Rights and Security (IF-
FRAS), has highlighted the 
freebies to the elite military 
of the country. According to 
it, defence and debt servicing 
make up about 58 per cent 
of the budget for 2022-23, 
which is an increase of 24.3 
per cent over the previous 
year.

While the funds for de-
velopment expenditure 
have been cut in Pakistan 
and subsidies withdrawn 

for items like petroleum 
products and electricity, the 
defence sector continues to 
enjoy grants, subsidies and 
loan write-offs to the tune of 
PKR116 million in the cur-
rent fiscal year.

The Pakistani Armed Forc-
es also generate additional 
sources of income through 
their public sector enter-
prises and their business 
welfare models. These have 
been traditionally exempted 

from excise and taxation, as 
per the think tank.

Report says that in 2021-22 
alone, PKR26 billion (USO 
110 million) worth of tax 
exemptions were given to 
military-managed business 
entities. Apart from these 
direct expenditures, a large 
number of military related 
requirements are cross sub-
sidized and met through 
funds allocated to other 
ministries.

IFFRAS reported that 
Pakistan which has been 
continuously plunging 
from one economic crisis 
to another, the deliberate 
opaqueness built into the 
defence expenditure needs 
to be addressed holistically 
to ensure economic security.

At present, Pakistan has 
been witnessing the devas-
tating floods which impacted 
the country’s economic situ-
ation.
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letter sent

Twitter confirms Elon 
Musk’s buyout offer

Twitter on Tuesday (local 
time) confirmed that Tesla 
CEO Elon Musk sent a letter 
saying he will go through the 
deal he signed early this year 
to buy the platform for USD 
44 billion.

“Twitter issued this state-
ment about today’s news: 
We received the letter from 
the Musk parties which they 
have filed with the SEC. The 
intention of the Company 
is to close the transaction 
at $54.20 per share,” the 
official account of Twitter 
Investor Relations wrote. 
After the news broke, that 
the billionaire is propos-
ing to continue with USD 
54.20 per share to buy social 
media platforms, Twitter’s 
share price increased to 
12.7 per cent before trading 
was stopped for the second 

time. On the contrary, Tesla’s 
shares dropped by about 
3 per cent. Musk has been 
locked in a bitter legal battle 
with Twitter since announc-
ing in July this year that he 
was pulling the plug on his 
USD 44 billion purchase 
of the company following a 
complex, and months-long 
courtship.

Musk had cancelled the 
deal, claiming that he was 
misled by Twitter concern-
ing the number of bot ac-
counts on its platform. These 
allegations were forthrightly 
rejected by the company. The 
latest report on the Twitter 
buyout deal comes ahead of 
the Delaware Court hearing 
on 17 October, where the two 
sides are expected to clash 
over the multi-billion dollar 
buyout deal. Earlier, Twitter 
had sought an order direct-
ing Tesla CEO to complete 
deal at $54.20 per share.
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mea culPa

Danish Queen Margrethe 
apologises for stripping 
grandchildren of royal titles
TDG NeTwork
Copenhagen

Danish Queen Margrethe II 
apologized for stripping four 
of her eight grandchildren of 
their royal titles.

The queen said that she 
was ‘sorry’ for stripping 
her grandchildren of royal 
titles. However, she is not 
changing her mind about 
the move. The 82-year-old 
monarch announced in late 
September that the children 
of her younger son, Prince 
Joachim, would no longer be 
known as prince and prin-
cess from next year.

Instead, they will only 
be able to use their titles of 
count and countess of Mon-
pezat and will be addressed 
as excellencies, as their HRH 
titles will be “discontinued,” 
according to the royal house-
hold. Helle von Wildenrath 
Lovgreen, press secretary to 
Countess Alexandra, the for-
mer wife of Prince Joachim, 
said that Joachim and his 
children were “sad” and 
“shocked” by the decision, 
which Queen Margrethe 
views “as a necessary future-
proofing of the monarchy,” 
according to a statement 
from the Queen.

“In recent days, there have 
been strong reactions to my 
decision about the future use 
of titles for Prince Joachim’s 
four children.

 “That affects me, of 
course,” the monarch said 
in the statement. “My deci-
sion has been a long time 
coming. With my 50 years 

on the throne, it is natural 
both to look back and to look 
ahead. It is my duty and my 
desire as Queen to ensure 
that the monarchy always 
shapes itself in keeping with 
the times. Sometimes, this 
means that difficult deci-
sions must be made, and it 
will always be difficult to 
find the right moment,” she 
added.

The Queen said that she 
made the “adjustment” to 
allow the junior royals to 
lead more normal lives, 
while following a similar 
decision by other royal fam-
ilies to slim down the mon-
archy. 

“Holding a royal title in-
volves a number of commit-
ments and duties that, in the 
future, will lie with fewer 
members of the royal fam-
ily,” she said.

Crown Prince Frederik, 
the Queen’s older son, is 
first in line to the throne. 
His oldest child, Prince 
Christian, is second in line. 

All four of Frederik’s 
children retain their titles.  

His  younger  brother, 
Joachim, lives in Paris with 
his wife Princess Marie, and 
has two children, Henrik, 
13, and Athena, 10. 

The prince also has two 
older sons, Nikolai, 23, 
and Felix, 20, from his first 
marriage to Alexandra, the 
Countess of Frederiksborg. 

While Joachim’s children 
will lose their royal titles, 
they will maintain their 
places in the order of suc-
cession.

The monarch said, “I have 
made my decision as Queen, 
mother, and grandmother, 
but, as a mother and grand-
mother, I have underesti-
mated the extent to which 
much my younger son and 
his family feel affected. 

That makes a big impres-
sion, and for that I am sorry.” 
She added, “No one should 
be in doubt that my chil-
dren, daughters-in-law, and 
grandchildren are my great 
joy and pride. I now hope 
that we as a family can find 
the peace to find our way 
through this situation.”

Queen Margrethe II of Denmark.
‘click chemistry’

The Royal Swedish Academy 
of Sciences on Wednesday 
awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry 2022 to Carolyn 
R. Bertozzi, Morten Meldal 
and K. Barry Sharpless.

Bertozzi from Stanford 
University, US; Meldal from 
University of Copenhagen, 
Denmark and Sharpless 
from Scripps Research, US 
have been awarded “for the 
development of click chem-
istry and bio orthogonal 
chemistry”.

The Royal Swedish Acad-
emy of Sciences has decided 
to award the 2022 #Nobel-
Prize in Chemistry to Caro-
lyn R. Bertozzi, Morten Mel-
dal, and K. Barry Sharpless 
for the development of click 

chemistry and bioorthogo-
nal chemistry,” the official 
Twitter feed of the Nobel 
Prize said in a tweet.

Barry Sharpless became 
the fifth individual to receive 
the Nobel Prize for the sec-
ond time. He follows in the 
footsteps of John Bardeen, 
Marie Sklodowska Curie, 
Linus Pauling, and Frederick 
Sanger, all of whom received 
two Nobel Prizes.Prior to 

this, Sharpless was awarded 
the chemistry prize in 2001. 
Barry Sharpless and Morten 
Meldal have laid the founda-
tion for a functional form of 
chemistry—click chemistry-
in which molecular building 
blocks snap together quickly 
and efficiently. Carolyn Ber-
tozzi has taken click chemis-
try to a new dimension and 
started utilising it in living 
organisms.
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carolyn bertozzi, morten meldal, 
barry sharPless awarded  
nobel Prize in chemistry

Carolyn r. Bertozzi, Morten Meldal and k. Barry Sharpless.
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A man 
takes a 

photo of 
an effigy 

of Ravana 
on the 
eve of 

Dussehra 
festival, in 
Jalandhar.   

ANI 

GOOD OVER EVIL

5 unknOwn facts abOut 
VIjayaDashmI
Vijayadashmi is one of the prominent festivals in 
Indian culture. Rama killed Ravana on this day and 
marked the victory of good over evil. Vijayadashmi is 
celebrated in almost every part of the country. But 
still, there are many facts about the festival that are 
unknown to many. Let’s take a look at some of these 
facts: 

Ravana is woRshipped
Even though Ravana was an evil person 
and defined all the negative aspects, 
he is worshipped in a few parts of India. 

One such place is Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh. A 
temple dedicated to Ravana is located in Bisrakh, a 
village in Greater Noida. It is believed that Ravana’s 
father, Rishi Vishrava, who was a great saint, did 
his years-long sadhana at this place. The people of 
this place consider Ravana as their son and do not 
celebrate Dussehra.

ashoka conveRts to 
Buddhism
Dusshera is not only celebrated by Hindus 
but also by Buddhists. They believe that it 

was on this day that King Ashoka converted to Bud-
dhism. King Ashoka was devastated and heartbro-
ken after seeing the reality of the material world-
death, suffering, and pain. That is why, in some 
regions, Dussehra is celebrated as Ashoka Dashmi.

dussheRa maRks the change 
of season
Indian festivals and celebrations are 
rooted in science. The hawans and rituals 

performed during Navratri and Dusshera cleansed 
the environment of the disease-causing germs 
prevalent during the shift from monsoon to winter 
(which is the same time Dusshera is celebrated).

pandavas complete theiR 
exile
During their exile, the Pandavas hid their 
weapons in the branches of the Shami 

tree. On completion of their exile, they went back to 
retrieve their weapons. They worshipped the weap-
ons and also the tree in which they were hidden. To 
mark this event, Dusshera is celebrated as Astra 
Puja in North India. People worship their tools and 
weapons on this day. 

annihilation of mahisasuR
In addition to being known for Ram 
killing Ravana, in East and South India, 
Dussehra is celebrated for different rea-

sons. In West Bengal, the annihilation of the demon 
Mahisasur by Goddess Durga is celebrated. Men, 
women, and children gather around in reverent 
awe and offer their prayers to Maa Durga. Did you 
know Mysore gets its name from Mahisasur? There, 
Dusshera is about celebrating the victory of God-
dess  Chamundeshwari over Mahisasur.

— APOORVA CHAUDHARY 

#happYdussehRa

‘celeBRate the victoRY of good 
oveR evil’: netizens extend 
gReetings on dussehRa 
On the occasion of Dussehra on Wednesday, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi wished courage, restraint and 
positive energy to everyone on this auspicious occasion. 
“Many many congratulations to all the countrymen on 
Vijayadashami, the symbol of victory. I wish that this 
auspicious occasion brings courage, restraint and posi-
tive energy in everyone’s life,” the Prime Minister’s Office 
tweeted.

Earlier, President Droupadi Murmu in her message on 
the eve of Dussehra said, “On the auspicious occasion 
of Vijayadashami, I extend my warm greetings and best 
wishes to all my fellow citizens”.

Himachal Pradesh CM Jai Ram Thakur, along with Gov-
ernor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar, felicitated the people 
of the state on the occasion of Dussehra. He wished that 
the Dussehra festival would bring happiness, peace and 
prosperity to the lives of the people of the state.

Sunil Shetty tweeted, “Celebrate the victory of good over 
evil, truth over deception, prosperity over gloom. This 
Dussehra, may the light shine on your life and bring you 
joy, success and spirit.”

Mithali Raj tweeted, “May Lord Rama and Maa Durga 
bless us all with the strength and courage to follow the 
path of righteousness and virtue. My heartiest greet-
ings and best wishes to all on the auspicious occasion of 
Dussehra.”

The war between 
Ram and Ravana 
is a perennial 
battle that takes 
place in every 
era. Unjust and 
tyrannical forces 
arise in different 
forms in different 
times.
— Yogi AditYAnAth

bRaIn-PIckInG

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister, speaking after the grand procession 
of Vijayadashami at Ramlila Maidan

Effigies of Ravana, Kumbhkaran and Meghnath.

fEstIVIty 

Dussehra, or Vijaya-
dashami, as many 
call it, is one of the 

most important festivals in 
India. In the northern Indian 
states, it’s called Dussehra, 
while in West Bengal, it’s 
called Vijayadashami.

Dusshera falls on the tenth 
day of Sharada Navratri. 
However, despite the fact 
that celebrations and cul-
tural practices vary accord-
ing to the location in India’s 
culturally rich country, the 
festival’s fabric that binds 
everyone together remains.

histoRY
Dussehra symbolises the 
triumph of good over evil, 
and it is tied to two stories. 
After a fierce battle that 
lasted more than nine days, 
it is said that Maa Durga con-
quered Mahishasura on this 
day. According to another 
tale, Dussehra is observed to 
commemorate Lord Rama’s 
victory over Lanka’s ten-
headed evil king, Ravana.

significance
The tenth day of Navratri, 
which is comprised of nine 
days dedicated to honouring 
each form of Goddess Durga, 
is Dussehra. Vijayadashami, 
on the other hand, is the day 
of victory. While some con-

nect it to the famous Rama-
yana conflict, others do it to 
remember Goddess Durga’s 
triumph over the demonic 
Mahishasura.

In some regions of the 
country, Dussehra, also 
known as Vijayadashami or 
Dasain, makes way for the 
Diwali celebrations.

Twenty days after Dusseh-
ra, one of the most signifi-
cant and widely celebrated 
festivals, the festival of lights, 
Diwali, commemorates Lord 
Rama’s return home follow-
ing his victory over Ravana. 
However, the main message 
of the Dussehra festival is 
that of good triumphing over 
evil, and it is on this day that 

people pray for prosperity 
and good health.

celeBRations
The nine days of Navratri 
culminate in the killing of 
Ravana and the burning 
of his life-size effigy at the 
Ramlila, together with those 
of Meghnad and Kumbha-
karan, on the day of Dusseh-
ra, or Vijayadashami, when 
the holiday is celebrated 
with great grandeur.

As each of Ravana’s heads 
represents a different nega-
tive attribute, Dussehra also 
represents purging oneself 
of sins or undesirable traits.

In several southern In-
dian states, Shami Puja is 

also known as Banni Puja 
and Jammi Puja. Devotees 
wish Maa Durga farewell 
on Dashami, and the visar-
jan is performed either at 
Aparahna time or Pratah-
kala while Dashami Tithi is 
in effect.

The tenth day is also 
known as Vijayadashmi, 
when Maa Durga’s idol is 
submerged in water in the 
hopes that she will keep an 
eye on them and fend off all 
misfortunes and evils. Vi-
jayadashmi and Dussehra 
commemorate the triumph 
of good over evil, and wor-
shippers celebrate the festi-
vals by indulging in various 
foods with their loved ones.

why DussEhRa hOLDs an ImPORtant 
PLacE In InDIan cuLtuRE         
TDG NETwORK
NEW DELHI

Dussehra brings business back 
on track for effigy makers

IncOmE 

TDG NETwORK
NEW DELHI

Every year, Dussehra is celebrated to 
commemorate the triumph of good 
over evil as Lord Rama killed Ravana 
on this day. The festival is celebrated in 
full swing across the country by burn-
ing the effigies of Ravan, Kumbhkaran, 
and Meghnath.

After a hiatus of a few years, the effigy 
business is getting back on track.

Earlier, Naveen, a local artisan from 
Titarpur in New Delhi, revealed, “Peo-
ple are coming back in huge numbers 
to book Ravan effigies. Due to Covid, 
during the past few years, the business 
was not so good, but things are getting 
better now and customers are back. But 
now, the rates of effigies are a bit higher 
as compared to previous times. Now 
it costs Rs 500 per foot. We began the 
preparation two months ahead of the 
festival and we start the deliveries two 
days before Dussehra.”

“During Covid, Ravan idols were 
made in fewer numbers. We used to 
create only small mannequins of 5 feet 
and 10 feet for the common people, who 
could burn those effigies on the streets. 
But this year, the situation is quite dif-
ferent. We are celebrating every festival 
and the effigy business is also going re-
ally well. The craze among the people 
for Dussehra is very high. We are flood-

ed with bookings this year. This year, 
we will see a good hike in sales. We have 
been working day and night for the past 
two months to create these effigies. We 
create effigies from five feet to fifty feet 
and the pricing begins from Rs 500 per 
foot, “Sonu, a local artist said.

On being asked whether the firecrack-
er ban has affected the sales in Delhi or 
not, Naveen said, “No, it doesn’t matter. 
We only construct the effigies. It’s the 
customer’s choice to put firecrackers in 
them or not. They do it by themselves. 
People opt for eco-friendly firecrackers 
to create less pollution during Dusseh-
ra. “

Effigy maker Poonam said, “Yes, we 
are facing a big loss due to the fire-
cracker ban by the Aam Aadmi Party 
in Delhi. Every year, CM Kejriwal puts a 
ban on firecrackers. During Diwali, ev-
eryone bursts crackers, but only during 
Dussehra, he puts a ban on them. We 

don’t put crackers in the effigies; people 
bring them and put them on their own. 
But because of the ban, there has been 
a huge downfall in the number of cli-
ents. Mostly, the customers cancel their 
already booked orders due to the ban. If 
the government doesn’t want us to do 
our business, then simply tell us. We 
don’t want to face loss at the last mo-
ment. “

“The number of firecrackers has now 
been reduced from 500 to 300 by CM 
Kejriwal. We don’t put crackers in the 
mannequins; that’s the customer’s call 
whether to put crackers or not,” said 
Mahendra Karari, Ravan effigy creator.

Apart from making effigies during the 
festive season, local vendors indulge in 
their different businesses for the rest of 
the year for their source of income.

“Dussehra festival comes once a year, 
and we have our other source of income 
as well. I am a driver for the whole year. 
But during Dussehra, I have made Ra-
van since my childhood in Titarpur, 
said Naveen.

Karari said, “We work in the hotel line 
during the whole year, and some of us 
work in brass bands during the mar-
riage season, and some people work at 
local sweet shops.”

In some regions, the celebration, also 
known as Vijayadashami, celebrates 
Goddess Durga’s triumph over the buf-
falo Demon Mahishasura.  

TDG NETwORK
NEW DELHI

funDRaIsER 

cELEbRatInG  ‘100 
yEaRs Of bOLLywOOD’

In commemoration of ‘100 
years of Bollywood’, a live 
audio-visual musical jour-
ney of songs from 1913 to 
2013, covering songs from 
Raja Harishchandra to Yeh 
Jawani Hai Deewani, from 
Prithviraj Kapoor to Ranbir 
Kapoor, from Saigal to Sonu 
Nigam, will be held. The 
event, which will also be a 
fundraiser, will be organ-
ised by Gunjan Foundation 
at Kamani Auditorium, Co-
pernicus Marg, at 06:30 p.m 
on 10 October, 2022.  The 
proceeds from this show will 
go towards the education of 
underprivileged children, 
for the foundation expects all 
children in the community to 
learn and experience school 
education.

Sushma Singhvi founded 
the Gunjan Foundation, a 
non-governmental social 
organization, in 2004 with 
the mission of pursuing ed-
ucational and other welfare 
measures to uplift margin-
alised sections of society.

The Gunjan Foundation is 
providing full scholarships 
to about 200 school stu-
dents. It has now widened 

its horizons further. Its vi-
sion also includes continu-
ing to support advanced 
and professional courses in 
the future. For the past five 
years, Gunjan has been fi-
nancially supporting four to 
five marginalised students 
who are pursuing such ad-
vanced and professional 
courses. This year, Gunjan 
Foundation’s first batch has 
passed out from the 12th 
grade, ready to embrace the 
growth opportunities of the 
world. Not wanting to leave 
these students midstream, it 
is also Gunjan’s endeavour 
now to see these students 
through college. The Gunjan 
Foundation is planning to 
provide scholarships to de-
serving students for higher 
studies.

REcORD

TDG NETwORK
LUCKNOW

136 ft DuRGa Puja PanDaL 
tO EntER GuInnEss bOOk 
as wORLD’s taLLEst 

A 136 ft tall puja pandal in 
the capital of Uttar Pradesh 
is going to attract everyone’s 
attention. The Durga Puja 
pandal, situated in Jankip-
uram, Lucknow, is going to 
be recorded in the Guinness 
Book of World Records as 
the tallest ever.

The pandal is a replica 
of the under-construction 
Chandrodaya temple of 
Vrindavan, which is built to 
be one of the tallest religious 
monuments in the world 
with a height of above 700 ft 
and spread over a 5,40,000 
sq ft area.

The pandal stands tall in 
the middle of Durga Puja 
Park in Jankipuram. It was 
built by the Utsav Puja Com-
mittee, which has also been 
celebrating the Puja for the 
last 28 years.

While emphasising the 

features of this tallest pan-
dal, Rakesh Pandey, General 
Secretary of the Durga Puja 
committee, said,  “This entire 
pandal has been built by 52 
artisans from Kolkata and 
Assam and a time of over 
one month has been taken 
to build this tallest pandal.”

“A total of Rs 32 lakhs has 
been spent on making this 
tallest Durga Puja pandal. 
Every day about 70 thou-
sand devotees come to the 
pandal to offer their prayers 
to Durga Maa”, Rakesh Pan-
dey said further.
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Over the years, advertisements 
have crept into the YouTube ex-
perience as a way to support cre-
ators financially and maintain the 
platform.

However, it appears like You-
Tube is now going above and be-
yond with its advertising, playing 

up to 10 non-skippable adverts in 
a row.

YouTube has given a statement 
in this regard informing that this 
experiment with advertisements 
has now “concluded”.

 On YouTube, commercial 
breaks generally show before the 
start of a video as well as through-
out it if the creator permits it. 
These breaks can typically last 

a few seconds or a few minutes, 
but longer adverts typically offer 
the option to skip that ad after a 
certain amount of time.

Some YouTube users have 
noticed that, over the past few 
months, the number and length 
of adverts on the site have sig-
nificantly increased, especially 
for unskippable formats.

Some Twitter users recently 

took to Twitter to mention, or 
rather claim that the applica-
tion showed them breaks with as 
many as 10 ads in a row that can’t 
be skipped.

9to5 Google further reports 
that these longer breaks seem to 
be happening more frequently 
lately, though not with all films 
or with all viewers. 

Users with about five ads every 

break are more common than us-
ers with ten ads per break.

9to5 Google spoke to the You-
tube spokesperson who revealed 
that the expanded number of 
ads was a part of a “small experi-
ment” that has since “concluded.”

He said, “At YouTube, we’re fo-
cused on helping brands connect 
with audiences around the world, 
and we’re always testing new 

ways to surface ads that enhance 
the viewer experience. 

We ran a small experiment 
globally that served multiple 
ads in an ad pod when viewers 
watched longer videos on con-
nected TVs. 

The goal is to build a better ex-
perience for viewers by reducing 
ad breaks. We have concluded 
this small experiment.”

supporting creators

Youtube concludes experiment that showed some users 10 unskippable ads

Some YouTube users have noticed 
that the number and length of 
adverts have increased, especially 
for unskippable formats.

Tdg neTwork
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Mercedes-Benz 
has launched the 
‘Made in India’ 

EQS 580 4MATIC in the 
market, a car that marks 
some significant firsts in 
India both for the German 
Luxury brand as well as the 
overall EV luxury space in 
our country. India becomes 
the first market outside of 
Germany to manufacture 
this luxury EV, which can 
also be dubbed as the S-Class 
of electric cars. 

The EQS also becomes In-
dia’s longest-range EV with a 
range of 857 kms on a single 
charge, a number verified by 
Automotive Research Asso-
ciation of India (ARAI). The 
car has been priced at Rs. 
1.55 crore, ex-showroom.

Design
According to Mercedes, 
the EQS is the world’s most 
aerodynamic car and boasts 
of a drag coefficient from 
0.20. Streamlining, seam 
sealing and minimization, 
wheel design, tyre spoilers, 
underbody panelling, a rear 
lip spoiler, and self-lowering 
air suspension ensure bet-
ter comfort, stable handling, 
driving range and efficiency.

The doors are frameless, 
something that always adds 
to the premium quotient of 

a luxury car. Mercedes says 
that the fact that the EQS 
is based on an all-electric 
architecture also opened 
new design possibilities. As 
there is no large engine block 
on board, the behaviour in a 
frontal crash could be mod-
elled even better. 

interiors
The sustainability in the 
EQS is enhanced through 
recycled & renewable raw 
materials as well as usage of 
recycled steel among other 
elements. One of the stand-
out features in the cabin is 
indeed big 56-inch MBUX 
Hyperscreen. 

This includes the digital 
cluster, touchscreen sys-

tem as well as a secondary 
screen for the front passen-
ger. In addition, this the car 
also comes with a head-up 
display and a Burmester 
surround sound system 
comprises 15 speakers with 
a total output of 710 watts.

Drive
The high-power density 
of the lithium-ion battery 
comes with usable energy 
content of 107.8 kWh and 
is equipped with a powerful 
400-volt battery manufac-
tured using the lithium-ion 
technology. 

Maximum output gener-
ated is 385 kW while you get 
a peak torque figure of 855 
Nm. Remember this is an 

electric car so all that torque 
is available right from the 
word go. Because of this 
car accelerates from 0-100 
km/h in mere 4.3 seconds 
and reaches a maximum 
speed of 210 km/h. The big 
talking point is of course the 
range. 

At 857 kms on a single 
charge, the EQS has become 
the EV with the maximum 
range being sold currently 
in India.

The inclusion of rear-axle 
steering with 10° steering 
angle adjustment is a feature 
that works well looking at 
the congested Indian roads, 
tight parking spaces as well 
as the size of this luxury sa-
loon. 

You also get to choose be-
tween Eco, Comfort, Sport 
and Individual drive modes, 

which change the accelerator 
pedal characteristic and agil-
ity, among other things.

In the Eco mode, the focus 
is on efficiency and an en-
ergy-efficient driving style. 
The car also gets a predic-
tive route planning feature 
where the car plans the 
fastest and most convenient 
route, including charging 
stops, based on numerous 
factors and reacts dynami-
cally to traffic jams or a 
change in driving style.

safety
The EQS comes with a 
EURO NCAP rating of 5 
star and gets as many as 9 
airbags. 

In addition to driver and 
front passenger airbags, a 
knee airbag on the driver’s 
side is also standard. It pro-
tects the legs from contact 
with the steering column or 
instrument panel in a severe 
frontal crash. It also features 
a rigid passenger cell, special 
deformation zones and re-

straint systems. 
Designer belt buckles at the 

front and rear support buck-
ling up, because the lights of 
the belt buckle pulsate at that 
time. The car also gets an 
acoustic vehicle alert system 
where a special sound acts as 
a warning for pedestrians.

Charging
The car comes with a 22-kW 
standard wall box AC char-
ger while supporting a maxi-
mum DC charging power of 
200 kW. Mercedes-Benz 
India says it will set up the 
largest ‘Ultra-fast charging 
network’, covering 80% of 
the country by end of 2022. 

This network will be ex-
clusive to brands’ custom-
ers, with free and round the 
clock charging services be-
ing offered, for the first year.

The author is a senior editor at 
carandbike.com

new launch

world’s most aerodYnamic car, 
mercedes-benz eQs is now in india
According to Mercedes, the EQS is the world’s most aerodynamic car and boasts of a drag coefficient from 0.20. 
Streamlining, seam sealing and minimization, wheel design, tyre spoilers, underbody panelling, a rear lip 
spoiler, and self-lowering air suspension ensure better comfort, stable handling, driving range and efficiency.
SHAMS rAZA nAQVI
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The Merc eQS.

The eQS has become India’s longest-range eV with a range of 
857 km on a single charge.

The interiors include the digital cluster, touchscreen system as 
well as a secondary screen for the front passenger.

leaks reveal google pixel 
watch design, interface

WASHINGTON:  American tech giant Google is set to of-
ficially unveil the Pixel 7 smartphone later this week and 
along with it will come the company’s first wearable, the 
Pixel Watch.

In keeping with Google tradition, several major leaks 
have revealed all the details about the interface, design, 
and even a partnership with Fitbit. The Pixel Watch will 
track heart rate and sports activities and offer native sup-
port for Maps and Wallet. It will support calls and there 
will be a fully autonomous version with eSIM.

Promo materials have revealed three different versions, 
each of them with a different strap and mechanism. The 
button on the side is not new, but it will be painted to 
match the main body on all versions.

Further, Fitbit is now part of Google’s portfolio and the 
reports revealed every Pixel Watch will come with free 
6-month membership for Fitbit Premium.

However, expectations are the watch to be working with 
a Google account, meaning some existing users of the fit-
ness tracking platform might have to merge their accounts.

As per GSM Arena, Pixel Watch will also bring integra-
tion with Photos, allowing images stored there to be used 
as wallpapers. The user interface will also have smart 
home controls and emergency SOS calling.

twitter experimenting with 
verticallY scrolling videos
WASHINGTON: Microblogging platform Twitter has an-
nounced on its official Blog that it will begin rolling out a 
new way to experience videos on TikTok.

Twitter isn’t planning to push TikTok-like short videos 
the same way that IG did with Reels or YouTube with 
Shorts. Instead, it is only going to take one element of 
short-form video, making it easier to discover video con-
tent on the platform. Twitter will be introducing a new 
“immersive media viewer” which will play videos in a new 

full-screen view. 
This will be acces-
sible by simply tap-
ping/expanding a 
video from a Tweet.

Users will be able 
to swipe up from 
any video if they 
wish to discover 
more visual con-
tent. Backing out of 
the view will bring 
you back to your 
Twitter feed.

Twitter is also go-
ing to be showing more videos in the app’s Explore tab. 
Users will see a new video carousel along with Tweets of 
interest under “Videos for you”.

The immersive media viewer will be rolling out to iOS 
users using Twitter in English over the next few days. 
Meanwhile, the video carousel in the Explore tab is now 
available to Android and iOS users in English.

The last time Twitter tried to incorporate video, it failed. 
Twitter launched Fleets back in November 2020, only for 
it to pull the plug about 8 months later.

google set to end stadia game 
streaming service
WASHINGTON: American tech giant Google has an-
nounced that it will be ending its game streaming service 
Stadia. It will be finally shut down on January 18, 2023.

The company will 
be refunding all hard-
ware and software 
purchases to users. All 
the people who bought 
the Stadia controller 
will get a refund. Also, 
for any game and add-
on content purchased 
through the Stadia 
store. The refunds are 
expected to be com-

pleted by mid-January 2023. As per Google, the technol-
ogy that powers Stadia will be used in other parts of the 
company, such as YouTube, Google Play, and its Augmented 
Reality (AR) efforts.

Google Stadia was launched in March of 2019 and received 
immediate scepticism from the industry due to the com-
pany’s tendency to close businesses that don’t immediately 
take off. Many also criticized the high cost of games consid-
ering the user did not directly own them and the substan-
dard library.

Even though two years later Google announced that it 
is closing its first-party game studio and the head of the 
product left the company, the service hobbled along for a 
while.are many potential products Apple could reveal at the 
upcoming event. Stadia’s demise doesn’t necessarily mean 
the end of cloud gaming as a whole, with Microsoft, Nvidia, 
and Amazon still committed to their services. It was always 
going to be a long-term investment for these companies but 
that’s not the sort of thing Google is opting for.

instagram testing shopping 
tab removal from home feed
WASHINGTON: American photo and video sharing 
social networking service Instagram has made a shift 
in how the platform treats e-commerce by testing home 
feeds without a shopping tab.
In  recent 
days some 
Instagram 
users have 
noted that 
the shop-
p i n g  t ab, 
previously 
on the bot-
tom navi-
gation bar, 
h a s  b e e n 
replaced with a notifications tab. Meanwhile, shopping 
has been moved to a second menu, buried among op-
tions like settings and saved posts. Meta spokesperson 
Anne Yeh confirmed the changes as part of a limited test.
Yeh said, “As part of our continued work to simplify 
your Instagram experience, we are testing a few changes 
to the main navigation bar at the bottom of the app with 
a small number of people,”.

Moving the tab is a conscious decision on the part of 
Instagram as the company pivots away from shopping 
features. 

For the past few years, Instagram has added features 
like the shop tab in an effort to make the platform a place 
where users buy the products they see on their feed 
without leaving the app.
Though plenty of users use the platform as a way to dis-
cover new brands and products, it’s unclear how suc-
cessful the shopping page ever was.

in brief
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As the fervour of 
dressing up for a 
festive occasion 

catches every woman’s imag-
ination and metro denizens 
get inundated with party in-
vitations, dressing up with 
a conscious and sustainable 
collection catches steam. 
Royal and palace ateliers are 
riding this wave. along with 
conscientious denizens who 
are looking keenly towards 
the world of the future and 
creating voices for local 
hand-made brands that are 
fair commerce at their core.

This Diwali, the over-
dressed, glitzy glam look 
has been carefully replaced 
with artisanal, hand-made, 
hand-tucked and hand-em-
bellished ensembles. Block 
printing tops this list. The 
free-flowing forms of the 
kaftan, the aabha kurtas, 
and the anarkalis worn with 
the chauda pyjamas take up 
every fashion diva’s mind 
space.

At the royal ateliers, two 
brands ace this look. Rani 
Jaykirti Singh Baria’s stu-
dio tops this genre. Her 
block prints spell a cerebral 
beauty that few can match. 
Her blocks are a piece of art, 
what with the designs get-
ting carved on teak wood 
using special equipment. 
For all the different hues we 
see in her designs, different 
blocks are used. The outline 
of the lead block is called the 
"rekh". The block that fills 
the foreground is known as 
"datta". For the background 
or blotches, we use a block 
called "gadh". When some-
thing is created with such 
elaborate effort, the results 
can be nothing but exquisite.

The blocks made in her 
studio in Jaipur are more in-
tricate and have more depth. 
The result is clearer printing 
and cleaner surfaces. What 
makes her prints even more 
intricate and endearing 
are the number of air pas-
sages, or "pavansar,"the 
blocks have. These holes 
drilled through the 
blocks ensure the circu-
lation of air. While us-
ing the blocks, the holes 
prevent the fabric from 
lifting when the block 
is raised. Simple tech-
niques lead to stunning 
ensembles created 

painstakingly.
Meanwhile, in Delhi, a new 

brand, Yumi, is slowly mak-
ing inroads into this world of 
commitment. Moved by the 
plight of the Indian artisanal 
community and commit-
ted to a sustainable way of 
life, two design profession-
als, Natasha Chaudhri and 
Shilpa Gupta, launched 
Yumi. A fashion label that 
represents a unique cura-
tion of design-led, conscious 
women's wear that is hand 
block printed and woven by 
female artisans. Yumi also 
works with village artisans 

and women weavers to cre-
ate special textiles and saris 
that are hand spun, hand 
woven, and dyed in natural 
dyes.

Inspired by the Japanese 
word "Yumi," which means 
"abundant beauty," the la-
bel attempts to take fashion 
seekers back to their roots. 
Inviting fashion seekers who 
are as committed to helping 
the planet heal, Yumi is un-
compromisingly chic and 
high on its design and style 
quotient. Following a de-
sign-led, fair commerce phi-
losophy, Yumi celebrates the 

abundant artisanal beauty of 
Indian handicrafts. It’s a col-
laborative initiative with ar-
tisans to revive and sustain 
the creative and traditional 
handicraft knowledge sys-
tem of India.

Natasha Chaudhri and 
Shilpa Gupta share "We 
are committed to working 
with the artisans through 
special design interventions 
using natural fibres like fine 
linen, khadi, organic cotton, 
cotton silk, and muslin. 
"We are seeking to create 
contemporary markets for 
the products as an initiative 
to sustain the art form as a 
mark of deep respect for the 
artisans pursuing the hand-
craft despite the innumera-
ble challenges," adds Shilpa.

Shilpa and Natasha have 
been design entrepreneurs 
and restaurateurs for over 
22 years and are now in-
spired to serve vulnerable 
communities with love.
Besides their fair com-
merce label that works 
with artisans, they have 
also curated Yumi Farm 
and supported small 
women village farm-
ers and entrepreneurs 
to create a bouquet of 
farm products to sup-
port them through 
the pandemic. As 
an ode to children in 
villages, Natasha & 
Shilpa work closely to 

bring equal and fair literacy 
to children. This year they 
worked to set up a mobile li-
brary for children in a village 
in Jammu.

Another favourite for me 
this year is Label Pratham, 
brought alive by two young 
craft protagonists who are 
reviving the splendid aura 
of Pichwai and Kalamkari. 
Popular as the Pichwai 

Couple, Shweta 
and Prashant 
Garg started 
designing 
outfits for 
each other 

in early 2004. Little did they 
know that they would take 
up design as their profes-
sion in the future. Coming 
from steel business families 
and with no formal training 
in fashion, ‘Label Pratham’ 
was born out of the couples’ 
inclination towards art and 
design intricacies in 2011.

Label Pratham is not just 
a brand but a true labour of 
love where each creation is 
motivated by the designers’ 
commitment to keep alive 
the unadulterated exuber-
ance of the textile traditions 
of India in its designing pro-
cess.

And this commitment has 
now led to graceful amal-
gamations of Pichwai with 
other traditional artforms 
and crafts like Kalamkari, 
Ajrakh, Jamdani, Paithani, 
and Aari & Ahir embroider-
ies to suffuse the life of an 
Indian diva with aesthetic 
fashion.

Last on my list but never 
the least is the new born 
label Tinka Tinka, born 
from the ever exuber-
ant brilliance of fashion 
protagonist Ishita Sudha 
Yashvi, who has emerged 
as such an icon of all things 
hand-made, local and 
unique. Her brand per-
sonifies her world. So what 
are you waiting for? Go get 
dressed for Diwali and also 
save the world.

fashion trends: it is raininG fair 
CoMMerCe LaBeLs this diWaLi

festive fervour

The Linen Zari Zameen 
Saree by Yumi.

This Diwali, the overdressed, glitzy glam look has been carefully replaced with artisanal, hand-made, hand-
tucked and hand-embellished ensembles. Block printing tops this list. The free-flowing forms of the kaftan, 
the aabha kurtas, and the anarkalis worn with the chauda pyjamas take up every fashion diva’s mind space.

anshu khanna

Tinka tinka kurta

The Yumi Anaar jacket

The largest 
convention 
hotel in 
Gurgaon
Over 40,000 sq ft pillarless event 
space | 451 spacious rooms
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NatioNal Games

two biG decisioNs iN boxiNG 
raises questioNs oN orGaNizers
Manoj joshi
new delhi

Two major decisions be-
came the subject of debate in 
the boxing event of the 36th 
National Games here. One is 
the headgear and the other 
one is on referee’s decision. 
In spite of getting the green 
signal from AIBA regarding 
headgear, it was made op-
tional here.

Boxing’s international 
body AIBA has given green 
signal to the use of head-
gears due to increased num-
ber of head injuries in the 
recent past. Headgear was 
worn only in the first bout 
and it was not mandatory 
here. In the first bout of the 
day, Ankit of Haryana and 
Sai Kumar of SSCB wore 
headgear. In this way histo-
ry was created because after 
Rio Olympics headgear has 

not been used in any of the 
men’s tournaments. Here af-
ter the first bout no one wore 
headgear in any of the next 
bouts. The decision which 
the organizers took became 
a subject of ridicule because 
the use of headgear was not 
mandatory here as directed 
by AIBA.

The second controversy 
was seen in the men’s fly-
weight category when ref-
eree took decision of RSC 
(Referee stop contest) in a 
bout between Ajay Pendor 
of Maharashtra and Javed of 
Uttar Pradesh, when Javed’s 
upper part of the eye started 
bleeding. 

The rule states that atleast 
four minutes should be spent 
on this issue. If the bleeding 
does not stop, the affected 
boxer may be taken out due 
to injury but in such cases 
the referee has no right to 

declare RSC.
It is a good sign that after 

weightlifting many promi-
nent boxers are taking part 
in these games. Olympic 
medallist Lovlina Borgo-
hain, World Championship 
medalists Simranjit Kaur, 
Jamuna Boro, Sweety Bura 
and former World Youth 
Champion Anushita Boro 
are also taking part. In the 
men’s category, Shiva Thapa, 
CWG medalist Hasamud-
din, World Youth Cham-
pion Sachin Siwach, Asian 
Champion Sanjeet and 
Thailand Open Champions 
are the main attraction of 
this event. On the first day of 
this competition, Olympic 
medalist Lovlina won her 
bout against Nishi Bhardwaj 
of Bihar and big bout star 
Mohammad Hasamuddin 
defeated Satish from Uttar 
Pradesh convincingly.

shootiNG returNs, Golf set for debut iN 2026 commoNwealth Games

Shooting and para-shooting 
will return to the Common-
wealth Games 2026 when 
they are held in Victoria 
after they missed out in the 
recently-concluded Birming-
ham 2022 edition.

However, the list of sports 
released by the Common-
wealth Games Federation 
on Wednesday still does not 
include wrestling or archery. 
Shooting has been one of In-
dia’s most successful sports 
events in the history of the 
Commonwealth Games. The 
Commonwealth Games Fed-

eration, the Andrews Labor 
Government and Common-
wealth Games Australia on 
October 4 announced a list 
of spots, including debu-
tants, which will be part of 
the Games in 2026.

Victoria 2026 will run from 
March 17 to 29, 2026, with 
four regional hubs in Bal-
larat, Bendigo, Geelong and 
Gippsland to deliver a multi-
city model that captures the 
hearts and minds of people 
across Victoria.

“Victoria 2026 is also pro-
posing to add in Para-sport 
disciplines in golf, coastal 
rowing and the road (cy-
cling) race and will work 

with the Commonwealth 
Games Federation and rel-
evant international sporting 
federations to determine if 
this is possible,” the Com-
monwealth Games Federa-
tion said in an official state-
ment.

Golf, 3x3 Basketball, 3x3 
Wheelchair Basketball, 
Coastal Rowing, Shooting, 
Para-shooting, BMX Rac-
ing, Mountain Bike Cross 
Country, Track Cycling and 
Para-track cycling have been 
added to the already impres-
sive sports line-up, while 
Coastal Rowing, Golf, and 
BMX will make a Common-
wealth Games debut.

Victoria 2026 is also pro-
posing to add in Para-sport 
disciplines in Golf, Coastal 
Rowing and the Road Race 
and will work with the 
Commonwealth Games Fed-
eration and relevant interna-
tional sporting federations to 
determine if this is possible.

“Commonwealth Games 
Australia is delighted with 
the inclusion of the new 
sports and disciplines for 
Victoria 2026 to take the 
Games into an exciting new 
era,” Commonwealth Games 
Australia President Ben 
Houston said.

“This is set to inspire a 
whole new wave of athletes 

to realise their dream over 
the next four years. CGA 
can’t wait to welcome the 
athletes who will represent 
Australia in pursuit of glory 
in 2026.”

Commonwealth Games 
Federation President Dame 
Louise Martin celebrated 
the announcement and the 
addition of new sports to 
the Commonwealth Sports 
Movement. “We are thrilled 
to confirm the Sports Pro-
gram for the 2026 Com-
monwealth Games, with the 
additional sports proposed 
by Victoria 2026 complet-
ing an exciting and diverse 
line-up,” Martin said.

New iNclusioN

TDG nETWoRK
Melbourne  

last-miNute eNtry

Tokyo Olympic Games 
bronze medallist Lov-
lina Borgohain’s last-

minute entry into the 36th 
National Games will spice 
up competition in the boxing 
ring at the Mahatma Mandir 
here from Wednesday.

Lovlina, who suffered a mi-
nor injury on her nose dur-
ing the selection trials for the 
Asian Championships, had 
earlier indicated that she 
would not be able to compete 
in the Games. A poor outing 
at the World Championships 
earlier this year, followed by 
a pre-quarterfinal exit from 
the Birmingham Common-
wealth Games, did not do 

justice to the lanky Assa-
mese boxer’s potential.

Thus, the National Games 
could provide the two-time 
World Championship 69kg 

bronze medallist a perfect 
platform to assess herself 
ahead of the continental 
meet, starting on October 
30 in Amman, Jordan.

Boxing Federation of India 
Secretary-General Hemanta 
Kumar Kalita said the Fed-
eration had requested the 
organising committee to al-
low the change of entry.

“Accordingly, the Assam 
Amateur Boxing Associa-
tion requested for Lovlina 
to be restored in place of her 
replacement Bhagyabati 
Kachari,” he said. “We hope 
Lovlina makes full use of the 
opportunity and gets back 
to shape before the Asian 
Championships,” Kalita 
said.

Along with Lovlina (75kg), 
all eyes will be on 21-year-
old Jaismine Lamboria from 
the boxing nursery of Bhi-
wani in Haryana. Jaismine 
recently created history 

by becoming the first-ever 
female boxer to join the In-
dian Army on Sports quota 
after her recent 60kg bronze 
medal in the Commonwealth 
Games. Jasmine is expected 
to face a stiff fight from Pun-
jab’s Simranjit Kaur Baatth, 
the 2018 World Champion-
ship bronze medallist.

Haryana’s former World 
Championships medallist 
Saweety Boora (75kg) and 
Poonam (57kg) and Assam 
pugilists Jamuna Boro (57kg) 
and ex-World Youth cham-
pion Ankushita Boro (66kg) 
will also be among the lead-
ing women boxers expected 
to set the ring alight. Delhi’s 
Anjali Tushir and Lalita (Ra-
jasthan) can use the platform 
to make waves.

TDG nETWoRK
GandhinaGar  

Tokyo olympic Games bronze medallist Lovlina Borgohain.

Lovlina, Jaismine, Shiva, Hussamuddin 
all set for boxing at National Games

first t20i 

australia cliNch 3-wicket wiN over wi
TDG nETWoRK
Carrara

A half-century from Aaron 
Finch and his 69-run part-
nership with wicketkeep-
er-batter Matthew Wade 
helped Australia clinch a 
thrilling three-wicket win 
over West Indies in the first 
T20I of two-match series in 
Carrara on Wednesday.

Australia has taken a 1-0 
lead over WI in the two-
match series. In the first in-
nings, West Indies posted 
145/9 in 20 overs, with Kyle 

Mayers (39) top-scoring for 
his side. Pacer Josh Hazle-
wood (3/35) put brakes on 
scoring by the visitors and 
did not allow any big part-
nerships to prosper. Chas-
ing 146, Australia kept losing 
wickets at regular intervals, 
but Finch (58) and Matthew 
Wade (39*) helped the hosts 
get across the line, winning 
by three wickets. Chasing 
146, WI pacers Sheldon 
Cotrell and Alzarri Joseph 
dismissed opener David 
Warner (14) and Mitchell 
Marsh (3), reducing Austra-

lia to 21/2. 
Finch and Green started to 

rebuild the innings after los-
ing two important wickets. 
Joseph dislodged Cameron 
Green’s (14) leg stump, re-
ducing Aussies to 56/3.

West Indies continued to 
dominate Australian bat-
ters, sending back explosive 
batters Glenn Maxwell and 
Tim David for ducks. Aus-
tralia was reduced to 58/5 in 
7.5 overs. Finch was joined 
by Wade. These two experi-
enced batters kept the score-
board ticking.
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Ahead of his team’s first ODI 
against South Africa, Indian skip-
per Shikhar Dhawan said that the 
series is a nice exposure for ev-
eryone ahead of the 2023 50-over 
World Cup and it is important that 
he plays as many matches as pos-
sible ahead of the global cricketing 
event.

The first ODI of the three-match 
series between India and South 
Africa will be held in Lucknow on 
Thursday. “This series is a good 
exposure ahead of the 2023 World 
Cup. Youngsters will get more 
exposure playing against a great 
team. There are benefits all around. 
It will increase their experience and 
confidence. They have been doing 
well. They will learn from their 
mistakes as they play more. It is 
important for me to play as much as 
possible ahead of the World Cup,” 
said Dhawan in a pre-match press 
conference.

Dhawan said that the whole 
team has practised well for the 
past two days and everyone is in 
a good groove and mindset.

“This team is good. We have 

played with most of these boys in 
the West Indies and Zimbabwe. 
One or two new players have 
come into the team. There is a 
good tuning between everyone. 
There is great energy in new boys, 
they are confident,” he added.

The left-hander lauded the T20I 
squad that won the series against 

South Africa by 2-1.
“I am sure that they will do well 

in T20 World Cup. The squad se-
lected is the best BCCI could have 
chosen. My best wishes are with 
them,” he added.

On Team India’s recent death 
over bowling issues, Dhawan said 
that a lot of runs were scored by 

both the teams in the final two 
T20Is and conditions need to be 
kept in mind.

“It depends on the pitch, whether 
dew was there or not. It is difficult 
for bowlers when dew is there 
because the ball gets wet. In this 
weather, dew comes anyways. But 
one keeps learning. When we have 

meetings, we watch videos of the 
opponent, plan and discuss before 
the match,” he added.

Dhawan said that he tries to give 
a nice environment to the young-
sters so that they can be them-
selves and communicate better 
with support staff and others.

“I try to keep the atmosphere 
happy and relaxed as it helps 
performance. I share my experi-
ences with them as to what to do 
in a certain situation. I learn a lot 
from them too. It is always give 
and take,” he added.

The veteran left-hander said that 
he feels blessed to have had such a 
great career and enjoys sharing his 
knowledge with the youngsters.

“New responsibilities create new 
energy in me, I am able to see my 
potential and explore myself. I am 
enjoying my journey,” he added.

India squad against South Afri-
ca: Shikhar Dhawan (C), Shreyas 
Iyer (VC), Ruturaj Gaikwad, 
Shubhman Gill, Rajat Patidar, Ra-
hul Tripathi, Ishan Kishan (WK), 
Sanju Samson (WK), Shahbaz 
Ahmed, Shardul Thakur, Kuldeep 
Yadav, Ravi Bishnoi, Mukesh Ku-
mar, Avesh Khan, Mohd. Siraj, 
Deepak Chahar.

First ODi

‘impOrtant i play as many matches as 
pOssible aheaD OF 2023 WOrlD cup’
TDG NETWORK
Lucknow 

Indian skipper Shikhar Dhawan.

India played their last T20I 
match before the ICC T20 
World Cup in Australia. In-
dia’s captain Rohit Sharma is 
leaving no stone unturned to 
win the showpiece event and 
also realizes that the absence 

of pacer Jasprit Bumrah is a 
big blow to the team.

“Lot of the guys haven’t 
been to Australia, which is 
why we wanted to go early. 
Play on some bouncy pitch-
es in Perth and see what 
we can do there. Out of the 
15, only 7-8 have been there 
before, so wanted to make 
an effort to go there early. 
We’ve organised a couple 
of practice games. Bumrah 
is a big miss, but there are 
a few guys in the reckoning. 
We’ll make the call once we 
reach Australia,” said skip-
per Rohit Sharma in the 
post-match presentation 
ceremony. The Indian bowl-
ers conceded over 200 runs 
in both the second and third 

T20I against South Africa 
raising concerns over India’s 
bowling.

“As a team, we said it at the 
beginning no matter what 
happens about the result, 
there’s always room for im-
provement. Even if we do 
well in all three departments, 
want to keep getting better. 

Areas of concerns, we have 
to look at our bowling, what 
more options we can find in 
the powerplay, middle and 
death,” said Rohit Sharma.

The Rohit Sharma-led In-
dia registered consecutive 
bilateral series wins beating 
both Australia and South 
Africa 2-1.

“We were playing two 
quality sides, have to go 
back and see what better we 
can do. It will be challenging 
and we need to find answers, 
still working towards that. 
Guys need lot more clarity 
in terms of what they want 
to achieve and it’s my job to 
make sure it happens. We 
want to continue to keep do-
ing that,” said Rohit Sharma.

blOW tO the team

bumrah is a big miss: 
rOhit sharma
TDG NETWORK
Indore  

India’s captain Rohit Sharma. 

a Win like this is alWays 
gOOD FOr cOnFiDence: sa 
skipper temba bavuma 

Despite the T20I series defeat against India, South Af-
rica skipper Temba Bavuma said that the win in the 
third and final T20I against the hosts will boost their 
confidence. Rilee Rossouw’s unbeaten ton and Dwaine 
Pretorius’ three-wicket haul helped South Africa regis-
ter a 49-run win over India here at the Holkar Stadium 
in Indore. India, however, went on to win the three-
match T20I series 2-1. “A win like this is always good 
for confidence. We struggled with the bat in the first 
game, and our bowling wasn’t the best in the last game, 
but we were clinical today. A lot to take from this game. 
We didn’t turn up with the bat in the first game. In the 
second game, we couldn’t execute our plans. We were 
a lot clear in the field today, it was a lot more clinical 
performance today,” said Temba Bavuma in a post-
match presentation.

The win not only gives the Proteas momentum head-
ing into the upcoming ODI series but also instils some 
confidence ahead of the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup in 
Australia. “We need the points to qualify for the World 
Cup (next year). Some new guys will be coming in (for 
the ODI series) with some fresh energy. Every game 
from now on is important for us,” added the South 
Africa skipper.

Talking about the match, Rossouw’s ton and Quinton 
de Kock (68 off 43) fired South Africa to 227 in the third 
and final T20I.

India’s chase was off to a poor start after the hosts 
lost their skipper Rohit Sharma and Shreyas Iyer in 
the first two overs. On a high-scoring pitch, no massive 
total was safe but India kept losing wickets at regular 
intervals to end at 178 all out in 18.2 overs. 

“It’s something that every cricketer goes through, 
lucky for me, tonight was my night. We had a discus-
sion out there, and he (de Kock) said you be the guy 
scoring. They are a world-class side. I am glad that I 
could contribute to the winning side tonight,” said 
Rilee Rossouw said in a post-match presentation.

Win against inDia

TDG NETWORK
Indore

Team South Africa.  

India U-17 National Women’s 
team head coach Thomas 
Dennerby on Wednesday 
announced 21 players squad 
for the FIFA U-17 World Cup 
2022 scheduled to begin next 
week.

India have been drawn into 
Group A alongside USA, 
Morocco and Brazil. They 
will face the USA on Octo-
ber 11, followed by Morocco 
and Brazil on October 14 
and October 17, respectively, 
at the Kalinga Stadium in 
Bhubaneswar. The other 
two venues for the FIFA 
U-17 Women’s World Cup 
India 2022 are Goa and Navi 
Mumbai. “It’s a new situation 
for everyone. India have nev-
er played in the World Cup 
before. This is a different ball 
game altogether. It’s a unique 
chance to show everyone 
that we have prepared well 
and will not allow anyone to 
run over us. Everyone wants 

to play the World Cup, but I 
can only select the best 21 in 
the squad,” Coach Dennerby 
said.

“When you are on the field, 
everything is held back be-
hind and you just have to 
focus on the game. That’s 
what the girls need to do. We 
are not going into the tour-
nament as the favourites. I 
believe the pressure then is 
on the opponents,” said the 
India coach said.

India squad for FIFA U-17 
Women’s World Cup 2022: 
Monalisha Devi Moirangth-
em, Melody Chanu Keisham, 
Anjali Munda, Astam Ora-
on, Kajal, Naketa, Purnima 
Kumari, Varshika, Shilky 
Devi Hemam, Babina Devi 
Lisham, Nitu Linda, Shailja, 
Shubhangi Singh, Anita 
Kumari, Lynda Kom Serto, 
Neha, Rejiya Devi Laishram, 
Shelia Devi Loktongbam, 
Kajol Hubert Dsouza, La-
vanya Upadhyay and Sudha 
Ankita Tirkey. 

unique chance

TDG NETWORK
BhuBaneswar

inDia heaD cOach annOunces 
21-member squaD FOr FiFa 
u-17 WOmen’s WOrlD cup 2022

The Indian women’s table 
tennis team lost against Chi-
nese Taipei 3-0 on Wednes-
day in Chengdu, China, and 
was eliminated from the 
International Table Tennis 
Federation (ITTF) World 
Team Championships Finals 
2022 in the round of 16.

Manika Batra, rated first in 
India, was defeated by Chen 
Szu-Yu, ranked 22nd in the 
world, 3-0 (11-7, 11-9, 11-3) in 
the opening match. Then, 
Cheng I-Cheng defeated 
national champion and gold 
medalist Sreeja Akula 3-1 (8-
11, 11-5, 6-11, 9-11).

Diya Chitale, a teen, gave 
Liu Hsing-Yin a tough time 
in the third match, losing 3-2 
(6-11, 11-9, 11-9, 8-11, 7-11) de-
spite her best efforts.

The Indian women’s table 
tennis had qualified for the 
knockouts after finishing 
second behind Germany in 
Group 5.

Singapore will now play 
Chinese Taipei in the quar-
terfinals.

The men’s team, mean-
while, face top seeds China 
in the round of 16 on Thurs-
day after they escaped elimi-
nation from the ITTF World 
Championships Finals by 
the skin of their teeth after 

losing against France but 
still entering the main draw 
courtesy of Hong Kong and 
their world rankings today.

Earlier as a change of 
strategy, India opened with 
Manav Thakkar against 
Alexis Lebrun, ranked No. 
30 in the world, and the 0-3 
(6-11, 8-11, 8-11) loss straight-
away pushed them on the 
back foot. G. Sathiyan, 
ranked No. 37, took on broth-
er Felix Lebrun in the second 
tie. But the 86th- ranked 
Frenchman punched way 
above his weight to pummel 
the Indian in straight games, 

to win 11-4, 11-2, 11-6 and put 
his side 2-0 up.

Harmeet failed to with-
stand the pressure despite 
putting up a fight, but Jules 
Rolland (141), ranked a few 
places below the Indian 
(124), won 11-13, 13-11, 7-11, 
11-8, 11-7 in the gripping third 
rubber to give France the 
top-of-the-table position in 
their group, despite a three-
way tie.

With three teams France, 
Germany and India finish-
ing on the same points (7) 
with three wins and one loss 
each, France pitchforked it-

self to the top position on a 
head-to-head win over India. 
However, India’s 0-3 loss 
enabled Germany, who beat 
France 3-1 yesterday, to take 
the second spot in the group.

Yet, a question mark was 
hanging before the Indians 
as their entry into the main 
draw depended on two 
teams as only two higher-
ranked teams that finished 
third in their groups could 
have filled the two vacant 
slots in the top 16-team 
knockout. No. 12 Hong 
Kong sealed the second slot 
in Group 3 despite their 2-3 
loss to Romania.

The clincher for India was 
Hong Kong occupying sec-
ond place in the group. In an-
other three-way tie, Romania 
got elbowed to the third spot, 
and their world ranking was 
four slots below India’s! The 
last of the 16 team positions 
went to No. 8 England when 
they beat Australia 3-0 in 
their only win in Group 5.

Though the Indian men 
have captured their knock-
out place, they will have to 
accept the unkindest cut in 
the main draw, despite top-
pling Germany, the No. 2 
team in the world, in their 
group matches. At the No. 2 
slot, they will face top-seed 
China first up in the pre-
quarterfinals. 

table tennis

TDG NETWORK
chengdu  

Manika Batra. 

ittF WOrlD team champiOnships Finals 2022: 
inDia WOmen knOckeD Out in rOunD OF 16

TDG NETWORK
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hOckey WOrlD cup 2023

Exciting times for us, eager to perform for our country: 
Indian men’s hockey skipper Manpreet 

With exactly 100 days to go 
for the FIH Odisha Hockey 
Men’s World Cup 2023 
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela, 
the hockey fever is slowly 
starting to rise in the country. 
The best of the best hockey 
players will make their way 
to India to fight it out for the 
coveted World Cup trophy.

The Indian Men’s Hockey 
Team, who won the Sil-
ver medal at the Birming-
ham 2022 Commonwealth 
Games, is eager to continue 
their great form and fin-
ish the FIH Odisha Hockey 

Men’s World Cup 2023 
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela 
as Champions. The Indian 
Men’s Hockey Team Captain 
Manpreet Singh said, “This 
is a very exciting time for 
us. There are only 100 days 
to go for the World Cup. We 
have been working very hard 
for this tournament and we 
are eager to perform for our 
country. Hopefully, we can go 
on and win the biggest hock-
ey tournament in the world. 
We have performed consis-
tently since the Olympics and 
we will look to continue our 
form in the World Cup.”

Meanwhile, the Indian 
Men’s Hockey Team Vice-

Captain Harmanpreet Singh 
expressed, “We cannot wait 
for the World Cup to begin. 
Our team has grown mani-
fold in the last few years and 
it’s time to play to our full 
potential and win the FIH 
Hockey World Cup for India. 
We have been working on all 
the aspects of our game that 
we need to improve and I feel 
we will put up an even better 
performance in this edition of 
the World Cup.”

The FIH CEO Thierry Weil 
also expressed his excitement 
for the Odisha Hockey Men’s 
World Cup 2023, “It really is 
exciting that the FIH Odisha 
Hockey Men’s World Cup 

2023 Bhubaneswar-Rourke-
la is only 100 days away! 
We are looking forward to 
outstanding matches in the 
iconic Kalinga Stadium of 
Bhubaneswar and the brand-
new Birsa Munda Stadium 
in Rourkela, which will be a 
fantastic legacy for hockey, 
not only for India but for 
the world. On behalf of FIH, 
I would like to renew our 
thanks to Hockey India for 
putting together what will for 
sure be a memorable event, 
our best wishes to all teams 
and our invitation to fans to 
come to the stadium in num-
bers or watch the matches on 
TV or on Watch. Hockey.”Indian Men’s Hockey Team Captain Manpreet Singh. 


