
At least 36 people, 
including 23 chil-
dren, were killed in 

a mass shooting at a nurs-
ery in northeast Thailand, 
local media reported on 
Thursday. The attacker was 
identified as Panya Kamrab, 
a 34-year-old former police-
man who killed himself im-
mediately after the attack. 
The brutal incident took 
place at the Child Develop-
ment Center in Nong Bua 
Lamphu province’s Uthai-
sawan Na Klang district.  

According to local police 
officials, the attacker was 

involved in an ongoing 
court case for allegedly sell-
ing drugs and had killed his 
wife and his stepson before 
taking his own life. 

The region where the mas-
sacre took place is located 
approximately 540 kilo-
metres (around 335 miles) 
northeast of Bangkok and is 
a peaceful area, not known 
for violence, CNN reported 
citing the officials. 

The suspect had appeared 
in court in Nong Bua Lam-
phu province hours before 
“opening fire while the kids 
were sleeping,” according to 
Maj. Gen. Jirapob Puridet of 
the CIB. The former officer 
was dismissed from duty 

and “charged with selling 
narcotics” last year, Puridet 
told CNN.

His 2-year-old stepson was 
enrolled at the center he at-
tacked Thursday, but was 
not present while the attack 
was carried out,  according 
to a local police chief.

“(The shooter) went to look 
for his two-year-old son, but 
the boy was not there … so 
he started shooting as well 
as stabbing people at the 
nursery,” police spokesper-
son Maj. General Paisan Lu-
esomboon told CNN.

One of the center’s teach-
ers described a horrific 
scene to local media, ex-
plaining that the attacker 

entered the center around 
noon, while two other staff 
members were having 
lunch.

“I suddenly heard the 
sound just sounded like fire 
crackers. So I looked back 
[and] the two staffs just 
collapsed on the floor,” the 
teacher said.

“Then he pulled another 
gun from his waist…I didn’t 
expect he would also kill the 
kids,” they said.

Earlier, the prime minis-
ter’s office had urged all the 
securities officials to catch 
the culprit. In a statement 
it said, “The prime minister 
has expressed his condo-
lences on the shooting inci-

dent.”
Mass shootings in the 

country are rare but in 2020  
an incident saw a soldier 
killing 29 people in a shoot-
ing spree that began at a 
military site and then sent 
shoppers hunting for cover 
after the gunman entered a 
mall, reported CNN. 

However, the rate of gun 
ownership is high com-
pared with some other 
countries in the region, and 
illegal weapons are com-
mon.

The incident sparked in-
ternational condemnation.

In a statement, UNICEF 
said it was “shocked” by the 
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External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar addresses 
the Auckland business community on the 
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The killer of the massacre is an ex-cop who launches a frontal attack 
on a child care centre. 

An eight-month-old baby girl along with her Indian-origin 
parents and uncle living in the US, who were abducted at 
gunpoint earlier this week in California were found dead in 
an orchard in the US state, police said. 

Bodies of four members of the family, who originally hail 
from Punjab were discovered ly-

External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar on Thursday 
said that a permanent seat, 
as well as reforms of the UN 
Security Council, remains 
India’s main priority. He as-
serted that India voices the 
interest and aspirations of 
a broad set of countries and 
added that the contempo-
rary global issues cannot be 
solved by few countries only. 

Jaishankar was addressing 
Auckland Community busi-
ness. He said, “There is a 
widespread acceptance that 
the problems of today can-
not be solved by one, two or 
even five of the countries in 

the United Nations Security 
Council. When we look at 
the reforms at the United Na-
tions Security Council, we 
have an interest in becoming 
a permanent member of the 
security council.” 

Currently, United Na-
tions Security Council, also 
known as the Permanent 
Five or P5, are China, France, 
Russia, the United Kingdom, 
and the United States and 
India has been reiterating 
its bid for a permanent seat 
at the UN Security Council. 

Over the multilateral Re-
gional Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership (RCEP) 
grouping, External Affairs 

India on Thursday ab-
stained from voting on a 
United Nations Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) 
resolution on holding a de-
bate on the human rights 
situation in China’s Xinjiang. 

The draft resolution on 
“holding a debate on the situ-
ation of human rights in the 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autono-
mous Region of China” was 
rejected in the 47-member 
Council after 17 members 
voted in favour, 19 members 
voted against, including 
China, and 11 abstentions, 
including India, Brazil, Mex-
ico and Ukraine. 

An 11-year-old student 
was allegedly gang-raped 
by two seniors inside the 
washroom of a Kendriya 
Vidyalaya school in Delhi. 

The alleged incident had 
taken place in July but the 
victim approached the po-
lice on Tuesday. The mat-
ter came to the fore when it 
was highlighted by the Del-
hi Commission for Women 
(DCW).

The Delhi Police has regis-
tered a case was against the 
two teenagers on Tuesday. 

Confirming the incident, 
DCP (New Delhi) Amrutha 
Guguloth said they received 
a complaint and immedi-
ately registered a case under 

sections of sexual assault 
and the POCSO Act. Police 
said the matter is being in-
vestigated and nobody has 
been apprehended yet.

School officials said the in-
cident was not reported to 
principal by the victim. 

The Royal Swedish Acad-
emy on Thursday awarded 
the 2022 Nobel Prize in 
literature to French writer 

Annie Ernaux for the cour-
age and clinical acuity with 
which she uncovers the roots, 
estrangements and collec-
tive restraints of personal 
memory. 
“BREAKING NEWS: The 

2022 #NobelPrize in Litera-
ture is awarded to the French 
author Annie Ernaux for the 
courage and clinical acuity 
with which she uncovers the 
roots, estrangements and col-
lective restraints of personal 

memory,” the official Twitter 
handle of The Nobel Prize 
said. “French writer An-
nie Ernaux - awarded the 
2022 #NobelPrize in Litera-
ture - was born in 1940 and 

Minor girl plans 
Murder of Male 
friend, 3 Minors 
arrested
New Delhi: Three juve-
niles were apprehended 
on Thursday by the Delhi 
Police in connection with 
a murder in Outer North 
Delhi. As per the police, 
a minor girl planned the 
murder of her male friend 
who also used to be her 
neighbour. The deceased 
has been identified as Sahil. 
On wednesday, the girl 
called Sahil late evening 
near her home. 

seven watches 
worth rs 28 cr 
seized 
New Delhi: The Delhi 
customs have seized seven 
expensive watches worth 
around Rs 28 crore from a 
passenger at indira Gandhi 
international Airport, said a 
senior Customs official on 
Thursday. Delhi Customs 
informed that on the basis 
of Advanced Passenger 
information System (APiS) 
Profiling, the officers of Air-
port Customs at iGi Airport 
in New Delhi have booked a 
case of smuggling of seven 
highly precious wrist-
watches. 

MeXico: city Mayor 
aMong 18 dead in 
shooting
MexiCO CiTy: At least 18 
people, including the mayor 
San Miguel Totolapan, were 
killed and three others 
injured in a deadly shoot-
ing incident in southwest 
Mexico, media reports said, 
in what appears to be an in-
stance linked to organised 
crime. The gunmen opened 
fire at city hall in the state 
of Guerrero on wednesday 
afternoon, killing more 
than a dozen people includ-
ing the city mayor, BNO 
News reported citing local 
officials. 

top of the day

The Union Minister of State 
for Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology and 
Union Minister of State 
for Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship, Rajeev 
Chandrasekhar, on Thurs-
day said India will be a sig-
nificant player in the digital 
economy. “India has been ad-
vancing toward a new era of 
technology. The nation will 
become a major force in the 
digital economy within a year. 
All Indians share the vision 
of a developed India, which 
is reflected in the expand-

ing digital economy of the 
nation.”

In an interactive session 
with Professor MD Nalapat 
and Priya Sahgal at the first 
Capital Dialouge, organised 
by The Sunday Guardian 
Foundation, the Union min-
ister said, “India will play a 
vital role in entrepreneur-
ship and the digital econo-
my. Post-Covid, we have rei-
magined our ambitions, and 
talking about a trillion-dollar 
economy is a critical discus-
sion. There has been discus-
sion about a five-trillion-
dollar economy in the past, 
but over the last two and a 

A 20-year-old Indian-or-
igin student Varun Man-
ish Chheda was allegedly 
killed by his roommate in 
his dormitory in the US 

state of Indiana. The stu-
dent was found with “mul-
tiple sharp force traumatic 
injuries” at a residence 
hall on the Indiana cam-
pus.  The 22-year-old Ko-
rean roommate was taken 

The Union government has started an inves-
tigation into four cough syrups manufac-
tured by a Haryana-based pharmaceutical 
firm after the World Health Organization 
(WHO) warned that they could be linked to 
the deaths of 66 children in Gambia.

At the same time, the government on 
Thursday activated National Regulatory 
Authority, CDSCO who requested the 
World Health Organization (WHO) to share 
the report on the establishment of “causal 
relation to death” with the syrups manufac-
tured by a Haryana-based company, Maid-
en Pharmaceutical Limited.  

This comes after the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) issued an alert on four 
India-made cough and cold syrups used for 
paediatric groups. Central Drugs Standard 
Control Organisation (CDSCO) took up an 
urgent investigation in this regard. WHO 

informed that the certificate of analysis will 
be made available to WHO in near future 
and it will be shared with the Indian Regu-
lator which is yet to be done. The exact one-
to-one causal relation of death has not yet 
been provided by WHO to CDSCO. 
“As a robust National Regulatory Author-
ity, CDSCO has requested WHO to share at 
the earliest with CDSCO the report on the 
establishment of causal relation to death 
with the medical products in question etc.,” 
it added. 

CDSCO said that Maiden Pharmaceutical 
Limited holds manufacturing permission 
for the products Promethazine Oral Solu-
tion BP, Kofexnalin Baby Cough Syrup, Ma-
Koff Baby Cough Syrup and MaGrip n Cold 
Syrup for “export only.” 
“From the preliminary enquiry of CDSCO, 
it has been made out that Maiden Phar-
maceutical Limited, Sonepat, Haryana is 
a manufacturer licensed by the State Drug 
Controller 
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India will lead world in digital 
economy: Rajeev Chandrasekhar

half years, 
the acceleration 
of digitalisation 
around the world 

has led to a permanent 
change in the global value of 
all products and services. We 
have come to a point where 
we are confident that India 
will be a significant player in 
the digital world.”

The digital economy has 
constituted about 6% to 8% 
of the overall economy, and 
the goal of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is to achieve 
a minimum of 20% of the 
overall GDP by 2025–2026. 
Apart from the incentives 
and schemes of the govern-
ment, the momentum, and 
determination of young en-
trepreneurs play a key role 
in enabling a strong digital 
economy. 

Explaining the concept of 
‘New India for Young India’, 
the minister, said, “The last 
few years have been a dif-

ficult time as the world had 
to deal with the pandemic. 
However, we have produced 
a very strong, surging digital 
economy, as well as strong 
innovation and startup eco-
system growth. Over 102 
unicorns and 75000 start-
ups have grown in India as 
a result of global-scale in-
novation and products and 
services. This gives us the 
confidence of a trillion-dollar 
digital economy.”

The journey, when 90% 
of mobile phones were im-
ported to one where 97% 
are country-made-manufac-
tured phones, demonstrates 
the success of India’s digital 
economy. Today, almost 
55000 crores of mobile 
brands are exported from 
India. From 2014 to 2018, 
the digital economy has been 
slowly building, followed by 
the growth of investments. 

Similarly, the launch of 5G 
is a big joy as it represents 

‘transformation’. Speaking 
about the launching of 5G, 
the minister said, “Indian 
technology is finding its 
place in cutting-edge tech-
nology.” Reminiscent of the 
days when all services were 
imported, India has come 
a long way, establishing a 
strong presence in the world 
of future 5G wireless hi-tech 
Indian products.

With the growth of en-
trepreneurship, the un-
employment rate has also 

come down, although, the 
aftereffects of the pandemic 
cannot be negated. Hospital-
ity, one of the major employ-
ment generators, is left with 
a deep scar post-pandemic. 
However, the rebound is 
taking place slowly, and 
around 10 lakh net new 
jobs are being created in the 
technology sector, where 
54% of women are, present-
ly, employed. The revamp-
ing of the digital ecosystem 
along with local economic 

opportunities based on dis-
tricts and migratory oppor-
tunities will soon provide 
more employment to Indian 
youth. 

Highlighting upskilling 
and reskilling Indian youth, 
the minister said, “In the 
future, various institutions, 
trainers, students, and so 
on will come on one plat-
form to assess and provide 
suggestions about local op-
portunities that will lead to 
empowerment.”

tragedy 
and sent its con-
dolences to the 
families affected. 

It condemned the attack, 
saying: “No child should be a 
target or witness of violence 
anywhere, anytime,” adding, 

“Early childhood develop-
ment centers, schools and all 
learning spaces must be safe 
havens for young children to 
learn, play and grow during 
their most critical years.” 

UK Prime Minister Liz 
Truss said in a tweet that 

she was “shocked to hear 
of the horrific events,” and 
said that her “thoughts are 
with all those affected and 
the first responders.”

“The UK stands with the 
Thai people at this terrible 
time,” she said.

into cus-
tody, according 
to media reports.

Chheda from 
Indianapolis, who was 
studying at Purdue Uni-
versity, was found dead in 
McCutcheon Hall on the 
western edge of campus. 

Chheda was a  2020 
graduate of Park Tudor, as 
per the Fox59, a tv station. 
Meanwhile, one of his clos-
est friends remembering 
Chheda said that he will 
be remembered as a kind, 
intelligent and passion-
ate person, as per the tv 
station. A vigil was also 
scheduled for him. 

Chheda’s roommate, a 
22-year-old Ji Min “Jimmy” 
Sha, from Korea is now in 
police custody and is the 
prime suspect in the case. 
Sha is a junior cybersecu-
rity major and internation-
al student from Korea.

At 12:45 am on Wednes-
day Sha called 911 to alert 
police about the death, 
Purdue University Police 
Chief Lesley Wiete said 
during a news conference 
on Wednesday morning, 
reported NBC. 

No further details of the 
call and how the victim 
died in his room on the 
first floor of McCutcheon 
Hall were disclosed. In 
fact, the death of the stu-
dent has left a number of 
questions unanswered 
behind as the preliminary 
autopsy results say that 
the manner of death was 
a homicide, while a sec-
tion of the people called it 
a murder. 

The police is treating the 
death as a homicide case. 
The chief and the Tippeca-
noe County Coroner Office 
identified the deceased as 

Varun Manish Chheda, a 
20-year-old senior from 
Indianapolis who was 
studying data science. 

An autopsy is scheduled 
for later in the day. Purdue 
University Police Chief 
Wiete said that the suspect 
has been taken into custo-
dy and transported to the 
police station for further 
investigation. 
According to the Police 

Chief, the suspect has not 
been booked yet. She said 
that at the time of 911 call, 
only Chheda and Sha were 
in the room at the time. “I 
believe this was unpro-
voked and senseless,” she 
said, noting neither room-
mate was asleep when the 
Purdue President Mitch 
Daniels called the news 

“as tragic an event as we 
can imagine happening 
on our campus and our 
hearts and thoughts go out 
to all of those affected by 
this terrible event.” 

According to its website, 
Purdue has about 50,000 
undergraduate and gradu-
ate students enrolled for 

the fall semester incident. 
“I write to let you know 
that early this morning, 
one of our students was 
killed in his residence hall 
room. The suspect, the 
victim’s roommate, called 
police to report the inci-
dent and is in custody,” a 
message from the Univer-
sity’s President read. We 
do not have all the details 
yet, he added and said that 
Purdue University Police 
Department is conducting 
a thorough investigation 
of this incident so that they 
can learn more about what 
transpired. 
“As is always the case, 
staff from our Office of 
the Dean of Students, our 
Residence Halls, and cli-
nicians at Purdue’s Coun-
seling and Psychological 
Services are providing 
support and are available 
to anyone who needs or 
wants their care,” the mes-
sage added. 

Purdue’s president as-
sured that the safety and 
security of students is the 
single highest priority on 
the campus. “Purdue is 
an extraordinarily safe 
place on any given day, 
and compared with cities 
of Purdue’s population 
(approximately 60,000 
in all), we experience a 
tiny fraction of violent and 
property crime that occurs 
elsewhere.” 
“Such statistics are of no 
consolation on a day like 
this. A death on our cam-
pus and among our Pur-
due family affects each 
of us deeply. I am ever 
grateful to all of you who 
continually take the time 
to care for each other and 
know you will do so in the 
days ahead,” it added. 

ing close to 
each other, 

by a farm worker 
in a remote or-
chard in Merced 

county, Sheriff Vern Warnke 
said on Wednesday. 
“Tonight our worse fears 
have been confirmed,” the 
Sheriff said addressing 
a press conference. “We 
found four people from the 
kidnapping. They are in 
fact deceased,” Sheriff Vern 
Warnke said.
“The family (of the victim) 
have been notified. We have 
made arrangements through 
other contacts to try and get 
them,” he said. The police 
will process the scene of 
crime to determine the mo-
tive for the killings, he said. 

The family, according to 
authorities were taken by a 
convicted robber who tried 
to kill himself a day after the 
kidnappings.

The Sheriff described it as 
a “horribly senseless” act 
and said that the police did 
not know the “motivation yet.” 
“We have a whole fam-
ily wiped out and for what? 
We don’t know yet,” he said. 
36-year-old Jasdeep Singh, 

27-year-old Jasleen Kaur, 
their eight-month-old child 
Aroohi Dheri, along with 
39-year-old Amandeep Singh 
were abducted, police said. 
The news of the missing fam-
ily was reported on Monday 
after local authorities found 
the missing victim’s truck on 
fire in a rural area outside the 
Merced Country. 

A surveillance video that 
was released by the Twitter 
handle of the Merced Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s office showed 
the suspect leading Jasdeep 
Singh who was carrying baby 
Aroohi in her arms into a 
truck and driving away. 

California fire officials dis-
covered Amandeep Singh’s 
truck ablaze in a rural area 
outside Merced. 
“..received information that 
one of the victim’s ATM cards 
was used at an ATM located 
at a bank in the City of Atwa-
ter. Investigators obtained the 
surveillance photo of a sub-
ject making a bank transac-
tion where the person is 
similar in appearance to the 
surveillance photo from the 
original kidnapping scene,” 
the Merced County Sheriff’s 
Office said in a statement. 

Mass shooting in thailand 
kills 36, including 23 children 

Indian student in 
US killed in campus, 
roommate arrested 

4 kidnapped Indian 
family found dead 
in California

govt begins Probe aFter 
who links deaths in gaMbia 
to india-Made syruP

f o r  t h e 
products Pro-
methazine Oral 
Solution BP, Ko-

fexnalin Baby Cough Syrup, 
MaKoff Baby Cough Syrup 
and MaGrip n Cold Syrup 
under reference, and holds 
manufacturing permis-
sion for these products for 
export only. The company 
has manufactured and ex-
ported these products only 
to The Gambia,” the press 
release said. 

The State Drug Controller 
had given licenses to the said 
Company only for export-
ing these four drugs namely 
Promethazine Oral Solution 
BP, Kofexnalin Baby Cough 
Syrup, MaKoff Baby Cough 
Syrup and MaGrip n Cold 
Syrup. 

Further, all these 4 drugs 
manufactured only for ex-
ports by Maiden Pharma-
ceuticals Limited are not li-
censed for manufacture and 
sale in India. In effect, none 
of these four drugs of Maiden 
Pharmaceuticals is sold do-
mestically in India, it added. 
WHO on September 29 in-
formed DCGI, the National 
Drug Regulator of India, that 
WHO is currently providing 
technical assistance and ad-
vice to The Gambia, where 
children have died. 

World Health Organiza-
tion expressed that a con-
tributing factor is suspected 
to be the use of medicines 
which may have been con-
taminated with Diethylene 
glycol or Ethylene glycol (in 
some of the samples it was 

claimed to have been con-
firmed by further analysis 
conducted by WHO), the 
press release added. 

CDSCO took up the mat-
ter immediately with the 
Haryana State Regulatory 
Authority, under whose ju-
risdiction the drug manufac-
turing unit of Maiden Phar-
maceutical Limited, Sonepat 
is located. 

Further, a detailed investi-
gation was also launched to 
ascertain the facts/ details in 
the matter in collaboration 
with State Drugs Controller, 
Haryana. 

It is a usual practice that 
the importing country tests 
these imported products on 
quality parameters, and sat-
isfies itself as to the quality of 
the products before the im-
porting country decides to 
release such products for us-
age in the country. As per the 
tentative results received by 
WHO, out of the 23 samples 
of the products under refer-
ence which were tested, 4 
samples have been found to 
contain Diethylene Glycol/ 
Ethylene Glycol. 

The samples (controlled 
samples of the same batch 
manufactured by Maiden 
Pharmaceuticals Limited for 
all four drugs in question) 
have been taken and sent 
for testing to Regional Drug 
Testing Lab, Chandigarh by 
CDSCO, the results of which 
will guide a further course of 
action as well as bring clarity 
on the inputs received from 
WHO. 

More reports on page 5

Minister 
Jaishankar 

reiterated that 
not joining RCEP 
was the “right de-

cision.” 
During Jaishankar’s ad-

dress to Auckland Com-
munity business, he noted, 

“When it came to the RCEP, 
we took a decision in 2019 
not to proceed in joining the 
RCEP. We weigh the pros 
and cons. We did an evalua-
tion and many of the critical 
issues were not addressed in 
the final outcome.” 

He continued saying, “In-
dia went back to the other 15 
countries and shared some 
of its anxieties with them 
but they collectively took 

the view that they had gone 
as far as they could. So we 
decided that it was not in 
our interest.”

India joined the 15-nation 
‘Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) negotiations in 2012. 
In 2019, 15 nations, includ-
ing China, Japan, South Ko-
rea, Australia, and New Zea-
land among others, signed 
the free trade agreement. 
However, India walked 
out of the negotiations, 
citing national interests. 
Jaishankar also said that 
the entire world is suffering 
from the Russia-Ukraine 
war and mentioned the Tali-
ban takeover in Afghanistan 
as also a big issue. 

grew up in 
the small 

town of Yvetot in 
Normandy, where 
her parents had a 

combined grocery store and 
cafe. Her path to authorship 
was long and arduous,” the 
tweet added. 

The Nobel Prize laureate, 
in her writing consistently 
and from different angles 
examines a life marked by 
strong disparities regarding 
gender, language and class. 
She has written over 30 lit-
erary works. 

In ‘L’occupation’ (2002) Er-
naux dissects the social my-
thology of romantic love. On 
the basis of notes in a diary 
recording her abandonment 
by a lover, she both confesses 
and attacks a self-image built 
on stereotypes. Writing be-
comes a sharp weapon for 
dissecting truth. 

Ernaux has said that writ-
ing is a political act, opening 
our eyes to social inequality. 
For this purpose she uses 
language as “a knife”, as she 
calls it, to tear apart the veils 
of imagination. 

With great courage and 
clinical acuity, Annie Ernaux 
reveals the agony of the ex-
perience of class, describing 
shame, humiliation, jealousy 
or inability to see who you are, 
she has achieved something 
admirable and enduring. 

The Nobel Prize laureate 
Ernaux believes in the lib-
erating force of writing. Her 
work is uncompromising 
and written in plain language, 
scraped clean. 

And when she with great 
courage and clinical acuity 
reveals the agony of the ex-
perience of class, describing 
shame, humiliation, jealousy 
or inability to see who you are, 
she has achieved something 
admirable and enduring. 

Last year, Tanzanian author 
Abdulrazak Gurnah won the 
2021 Nobel Prize in Litera-
ture. Born in 1948 and grow-
ing up on the island of Zan-
zibar, Gurnah has published 
ten novels and a number of 
short stories. The theme of 
the refugee’s disruption runs 
throughout his work. He be-
gan writing as a 21-year-old 
in English exile, and although 
Swahili was his first language, 
English became his literary 
tool. 

on the radar

Rahil NoRa ChopRa 

hiMachal 
bJP on PM’s 
shoulders 
Will the BJP manage to 
replicate Uttar Pradesh 
and Uttarakhand in 
Himachal Pradesh, 
or will the scene 
change as Congress 
may emerge and re-
gain power to make a 
comeback in absence 
of its old warhorse like 
late Virbhadra Singh? 
The BJP and Congress 
since 1985 have been 
forming alternate gov-
ernments in the state. 

This time, the BJP is 
more sure about Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi’s magic exhibit-
ing power once again 
in the hill state despite 
anti-incumbency 
against Chief Minister 
Jairam Thakur. 

While Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi 
sounded the poll-bugle 
in Himachal Pradesh, 
saying that the BJP 
government not only 
lays the foundation 
stone but also inaugu-
rates the development 
projects. 

Modi said development 
in the state has been 
possible because its 
people voted the BJP to 
power both at Centre 
and in the state.  

But the Congress is 
confident about win-
ning the assembly 
elections and banking 
on an anti-incumbency 
factor and infighting in 
the BJP. The Congress 
also feels that its vic-
tory in the Mandi Lok 
Sabha bypoll and three 
assembly constituen-
cies in 2021 will help 
in ousting the BJP 
government.

not Much 
coMFort 
For Jaidev 
thackeray
The BJP and Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde aspire 
for the support of at 
least one Thackeray by 
their side. 

Jaidev Thackeray, 
the elder brother 
of Shiv Sena chief 
Uddhav Thackeray, 
shared the stage with 
Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde 
at the rebel faction’s 
Dussehra rally at the 
Bandra Kurla Complex 
(BKC) in Mumbai. 

Jaidev Thackeray’s es-
tranged wife Smita was 
also marked her pres-
ence at the MMRDA 
ground in BKC. In his 
speech, Jaidev praised 
the CM and said 
that Eknath Shinde 
has always been his 
favourite as he helps 
poor, downtrodden and 
farmers in the state. 

There is an attempt 
by the Shinde camp to 
bring Jaidev Thac-
keray on board with 
a common objective 
of defeating Uddhav 
Thackeray-led Shiv 
Sena which is yet to 
recover from the defec-
tion of 40 legislators 
after the rebellion 
launched by Shinde.

Annie Ernaux 

Varun Manish Chheda

Rajeev Chandrasekhar with the panelists Professor MD Nalapat and Priya Sahgal at The Sunday 
Guardian’s ‘Capital Dialogue’ on Thursday.

Four people including 36-year-old Jasdeep Singh, 27-year-
old Jasleen Kaur, their eight-month-old child Aroohi Dheri 
along with 39-year-old Amandeep Singh killed in California, 
on Wednesday. ANI
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top of the day

19-yr-old 
charred to 
death in delhi 
fire
NEW DELHI: A 19-year-
old boy was charred to 
death in the Gandhi Nagar 
market fire incident 
here, said officials on 
Thursday. The deceased 
has been identified as 
Shehnawaj and was an 
employee at the shop that 
caught fire on Wednesday. 
One of the other work-
ers, Aftab, who had been 
working at the cloth shop 
for 12 years, said that he, 
along with 4 to 5 other 
workers, saw smoke 
from the shop as they 
returned from the main 
road. They had reached 
the shop from Janata Gali, 
another entry of the shop, 
at around 5.37 PM.

indian army 
inducts 4x4 
Quick reaction 
force vehicles
JAMMU AND KASHMIR: 
On Thursday, the North-
ern Command of the In-
dian Army announced the 
induction of the 4x4 Quick 
Reaction Force vehicles. 
The Northern Command 
tweeted, "Northern Com-
mand inducts 4x4 Quick 
Reaction Force Vehicles, 
an indigenous initiative by 
Bharat Forge Limited; an 
all-terrain high mobility 
combat troop carrier with 
armour and Mine Protec-
tion. #AtmanirbharB-
harat #MadeInIndia @
adgpi," tweeted Northen 
Command-Indian Army. 
The all-terrain high 
mobility combat troop 
carrier with armour and 
mine protection is an 
indigenous initiative 
manufactured by Bharat 
Forge Limited.

uGc launches 
syllabus of 
cyber security 
course 
NEW DELHI: As part 
of Cyber Jaagrookta 
Diwas-2022, Profes-
sor M Jagadesh Kumar, 
Chairman, University 
Grants Commission (UGC), 
launched the syllabus of 
cyber security courses at 
undergraduate and post-
graduate level. Speaking 
on the occasion, Professor 
M. Jagadesh Kumar said 
that this syllabus aims to 
create more aware, re-
sponsive, and responsible 
digital citizens, thereby 
contributing effectively to 
an overall healthy cyber 
security posture and 
ecosystem.

delhi hc 
Grants time 
to restaurant 
body to file 
rejoinder
NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
High Court on Thurs-
day granted time to the 
National Restaurant As-
sociation of India (NRAI) 
to file a rejoinder to the 
reply filed by the Central 
Consumer Protection Au-
thority (CCPA). This mat-
ter is connected with the 
issue of levying service 
charges by the restaurant. 
The court had granted 
an interim stay on CCPA 
guidelines, restraining 
restaurants from levying 
service charges. On 
Thursday, Justice Yash-
want Varma was informed 
by the counsel for CCPA 
that the Federation of 
Hotels and Restaurants of 
India (FHRAI) had filed its 
rejoinder on their reply.

TDG NETWORK
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uttarkashi avalanche

9 bodies retrieved so far, 29 still trapped: 
Nehru Institute of Mountaineering

The Nehru Institute of Mountaineering 
(NIM) on Thursday said that a total of 
nine bodies that were trapped in the Ut-
tarkashi avalanche have been recovered 
and retrieved till now, while 29 other 
trainees continue to remain stranded.

According to the NIM, the nine bodies 
retrieved today include four dead bod-
ies that were already brought down on 
Tuesday and Wednesday.

The update on recovered bodies came 
hours after a team of experts from Gul-
marg in Jammu and Kashmir, High Al-
titude Warfare School (HAWS), joined 
the operation with the National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF), State Disaster 
Response Force (SDRF), Indo-Tibetan 
Border Police (ITBP), and NIM to res-
cue mountaineers that were stranded 
on Draupadi’s Danda-II mountain peak 
in Uttarakhand’s Uttarkashi after the 
avalanche hit them on Tuesday.

However, more teams have been sent 
to the advance base camp from ITBP 
Matli in Uttarkashi.

An advance helicopter landing 
ground was also prepared at 16,000 
ft and a trial landing was successfully 
conducted in the morning.

According to ITBP PRO Vivek Pan-
dey, the advance helipad has been made 
at a high altitude and helicopters are out 
for rescue operations.

“The dead bodies are present at the 
base and some of them are expected to 

be brought down today itself,” the ITBP 
PRO said adding that the measures are 
being hampered due to bad weather 
conditions but efforts to find the miss-
ing mountaineers are still underway.

On Wednesday, the survivors of the 
avalanche in Uttarkashi narrated their 
horrific experiences.

Deep Thakur, a trainee from Guja-
rat, who survived the accident while 
undergoing treatment at the district 

hospital, said that the avalanche came 
all of a sudden while he was climbing 
to Draupadi’s Danda Peak for a sum-
mit at around 9.45 am, due to which 
he, along with his companions, fell into 
the crevasses about 60 feet deep, where 
he struggled between death and life for 
about 3 hours.

Another survivor, Akash Lalvani, a 
trainee from Mumbai, said that he was 
only about 100 meters below the sum-
mit of Draupadi’s Danda and the only 
plan was to summit the peak and get 
down after being photographed there. 
The weather was also clear. But the sud-
den avalanche has left them with an un-
forgettable sorrow.

On Tuesday, about 41 trainees and 
instructors of the Nehru Institute of 
Mountaineering were in the grip of 
Draupadi’s avalanche in Danda of 
Dokrani glacier at an altitude of more 
than 5,000 meters.

rally

Congress interim pres-
ident on Thursday 
morning joined the 

party’s ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ in 
Mandya in Karnataka.

Sonia Gandhi, who had 
arrived in Mysuru on Mon-
day afternoon, arrived at 
the starting point of the 
padyatra, which resumed 
today after a two-day break 
for Dussehra. The Yatra en-
tered its Karnataka leg on 
September 30. The Congress 
supremo was seen walking 
in the company of her son, 
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi, 
and other Congress leaders.

She had earlier visited the 
Bheemanakolli Temple in 
Begur village and offered 
prayers on October 5.

“After Vijayadashami, 
there will be Vijaya in Karna-
taka. We are proud that So-
nia Gandhi has come to walk 
on the streets of Karnataka. 

We are coming to power in 
the state, and the BJP is on 
the way to shutting its shop,” 
said D.K. Shivakumar.

Day 29 of the ‘Bharat Jodo 
Yatra’ began with flag hoist-
ing at 5:30 am at the Exhi-
bition Grounds, Mysuru, 
where Bharat Yatris joined 
in Dasara celebrations.

“The march resumed after 
an hour’s bus ride to paday-

atra start point near Man-
dya. Congress President 
will join around 800 am,” 
tweeted senior Congress 
leader Jairam Ramesh.

The Padyatra covers a dis-
tance of 25 km every day. The 
march was aimed at covering 
as many as 12 states in five 
months. It will be in Karna-
taka for 21 days before mov-
ing north.

According to Congress, the 
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ is being 
held to combat the divisive 
politics of the BJP-led Centre 
and to awaken the people of 
the country to the dangers of 
economic inequalities, social 
polarisation, and political 
centralisation.

Notably, all the party MPs, 
leaders, and workers, along 
with Rahul Gandhi, are stay-
ing in containers. Sleeping 
beds, toilets, and air condi-
tioners are also installed in 
some of the containers. Dur-
ing the journey, the temper-
ature and environment will 
differ in many areas. The ar-
rangements have been made 
keeping in view the intense 
heat and humidity with the 
change of places.

The Congress suffered a 
debacle in the assembly polls 
held earlier this year, and the 
Yatra is seen as an attempt to 
rally the party rank and file 
for the upcoming electoral 
battles.

Sonia Gandhi joins Rahul's 
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ in 
BJP-ruled Karnataka
TDG NETWORK
MANDYA

Sonia Gandhi with Rahul Gandhi and other Congress leaders.

Rescue operation underway in Uttarkashi.

controversy

Bharatiya Janata Party na-
tional spokesperson Sambit 
Patra on Thursday slammed 
Congress leader Udit Raj’s 
remarks on President Drou-
padi Murmu and said that 
they showed the party’s 
“anti-tribal mindset”.

Udit Raj had accused Presi-
dent Murmu on Wednesday 
of allegedly doing “cham-
chagiri” with his controver-
sial remarks about her. “No 
country should get a Presi-
dent like Droupadi Murmu 
ji. Chamchagiri also has its 
limits. She says 70 percent of 
the people eat Gujarat’s salt. 
She will get to know once 
she starts living by consum-
ing salt only,” Udit Raj said in 
his tweet in Hindi.

BJP’s Sambit Patra said 
that the kind of words Udit 
Raj has used for the Presi-
dent are indecent, sad, and 
worrying.

He further said that it is not 
the first time that the Con-
gress party has used such 
words for the President. 
Prior to this incident, we 
have heard the words Adhir 
Ranjan Chowdhury used for 
her when a tribal woman 
became the President of the 
country, he said.

“It is surprising and sad-
dening how Congress is 
regularly using disrespect-
ful words for the President 

of India who has struggled 
enough to reach the topmost 
position of the country, and it 
shows their mentality,” Patra 
said, adding that it “exposes 
their anti-tribal mindset.”

He further sought an apol-
ogy from the party as to why 
they had such negative psy-
chology towards the coun-
try’s first tribal president.

Udit Raj’s remarks came 
days after President Murmu 
noted at a civic reception 
hosted by the Government 
of Gujarat in her honour in 
Gandhinagar on Monday 
that the state produces 76 
per cent of the country’s salt 
and, on a lighter note, said 
that “the salt produced in 
Gujarat is consumed by all 
Indians” (yah kaha jaa sakta 
hai ki sabhi deshwasi Guja-
rat kaa namak khate hain).

Meanwhile, BJP’s Shehzad 
Poonawalla also took a jibe 
at the party and asked if the 
Congress party endorsed 
such behaviour.

Launching a scathing at-
tack, Poonawalla said this 
was the real “Chaal Charitra 
Chehara” of the Congress, 
which has time and again 
insulted India’s first woman 
Adivasi President.

Recounting how Congress 
leader Ajoy Kumar had la-
belled Murmu ji as having 
an “evil mindset” and how 
Adhir Ranjan Chaudhary 
called her “Rashtrapatni”, 
Poonawalla said that if the 

Congress was against this 
language of calling the high-
est constitutional post holder 
a “chamcha”, would they 
sack Udit Raj? Would Rahul 
and Sonia Gandhi condemn 
this statement?”

Poonawalla further add-
ed, “it is unlikely that they 
would (condemn it) as such 
statements are applauded 
by the first family, which en-
sured the defeat of Babasa-
heb Ambedkar twice and 
ensured that Bhagwan Birsa 
Munda never got his due.”

He also accused Congress 
of having “deep-seated ha-
tred for Adivasis and Dalits” 
and said, “Droupadi Murmu 
ji rose up through sheer hard 
work and commitment de-
spite her challenging socio-
economic circumstances and 
became a people’s President, 
but Congress cannot accept 
this.”

Meanwhile,  Haryana 
Home Minister Anil Vij 
slammed Congress leader 
over his derogatory remarks 
on President Droupadi Mur-
mu and said that he should 
apologize to the nation for 
insulting a tribal woman and 
the democratic system.

He termed Udit Raj’s state-
ment ‘shameful’. “Udit Raj’s 
statement is shameful. Drou-
padi Murmu has become 
President after winning the 
election. He is insulting the 
democratic system, he is in-
sulting a tribal woman.

bjP slams conGress’ udit 
raj’s ‘chamchaGiri’ remark 
on President murmu
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chanGe in air

'success of amit shah’s rally in 
baramulla shows chanGinG face of j-k'

For the first time in three de-
cades, a Union Minister went 
to Baramulla in Jammu and 
Kashmir to hold a rally. On 
October 5, Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah held a rally 
in Baramulla. Sources said 
Shah’s rally got a phenomenal 
response from the people of 
the district.

As per the sources present 
at the rally, the loudest cheer-
ing was witnessed when the 
Home Minister spoke about 
the availability of free gas cyl-
inders for women. It is also 
reported that in the hilly areas 
of the Union Territory, women 
registered to get the Ujjwala 
scheme benefit and got two 
cylinders instead of one.

“The development of Jam-
mu and Kashmir is the prime 
agenda of the PM Modi gov-
ernment at the Centre. BJP 

does not wish to ally with any 
of the regional players in J-K,” 
a top BJP source told the press.

Another source told ANI 
that, “the briefing given to the 
security agencies in the region 
is to ensure the complete wipe 
out of terrorism and its sup-
porters.”

The changing face of Jammu 
and Kashmir was evident from 
the fact that crowds turned up 
in huge numbers and it was a 
responsive gathering. The en-
tire gathering of over 40,000 
joined in as the Home Minis-
ter shouted the slogan ‘Bharat 
Mata Ki Jai’. Something that 
had never been said here, the 
source added.

Shah met the family of a slain 
police officer in Jammu and 
Kashmir. The Union Home 
Minister took a call within 
seconds to scale a steep hill to 
pay floral tributes to the actual 
grave of the officer and meet 
an old relative.

“That shows what it means 
to the Modi government as far 
as the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir and the sentiments 
are concerned,” sources said.

The Election Commission of 
India has already prepared the 
electoral roll and is in the pro-
cess of its corrections, which 
sources said could be com-
pleted in the next couple of 
months as a substantial num-
ber of new voters are likely to 
be added to the J-K voter list.

“The Modi government’s 
stand remains the same. There 
will be no talks with Pakistan 
or Pakistan sympathisers,” the 
sources further said.

Only time will tell whether 
the BJP, which has broken 
records in several places, in-
cluding the northeast, where 
they had no presence at all, 
will be able to repeat the same 
performance in Jammu and 
Kashmir when the election is 
finally held. 
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worshiP

Hindu temple in Dubai has 16 different deities and 
community center 

The newly inaugurated 
Hindu temple in Dubai has 
16 different deities, a com-
munity centre for hosting 
several events and activi-
ties, and an outreach pro-
gramme platform which is 
yet to open, according to the 
trustee of the temple.

A decade-long Indian 
dream of a Hindu temple in 
the Jebel Ali area was ful-
filled on Tuesday after the 
UAE’s Minister of Tolerance, 
Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak 
Al Nahyan, launched a new 
Hindu temple. “Today is the 
official inauguration of the 
Hindu temple in Dubai. We 
are now part of the worship 
village,” Raju Shroff, trustee 

of the Hindu Temple, said on 
Wednesday.

He said that the idea be-
hind the community center 
in Dubai’s worship village 
is to congregate people and 
make them feel at home.

“We have created both, a 
place of worship with 16 dif-
ferent deities from North, 
South, West, and East India 
so that everybody from all 
parts of Hinduism can come 
and visit us. We also have a 
community centre which 
will host community events 
and activities - religious ac-
tivities, personal events, cer-
emonies, and birthdays. The 
idea is to congregate people 
and make them feel at home 
in Dubai,” said Shroff, who is 
also a member of the manag-
ing committee.

“The idea to have a temple 
is not only for the place of 
worship but also to become 
a knowledge centre and also 
an outreach programme 
platform. We will be doing 
that in January, once the 
temple is stabilized and set-
tled. A lot of people are com-
ing through the temple once 
we are stable we are opening 
the center which will teach 

languages, and arts cul-
ture to various people who 
would like to come and par-
ticipate, run by volunteers 
for the community. And we 
will have an outreach pro-
gramme to help the under-
privileged by the community 
members,” he added.

The temple was inaugu-
rated a day ahead of the 
Dussehra festival. The tem-

ple is an extension of the 
Sindhi Guru Darbar Temple, 
one of the oldest Hindu tem-
ples in the UAE. The temple’s 
foundation was laid in Feb-
ruary 2020.

The temple, which offi-
cially opens to the public on 
Wednesday—the day of the 
Dussehra festival, welcomes 
people of all faiths and has 
allowed entry to worship-
pers and other visitors to 
view the 16 deities and other 
interior works, reported Gulf 
News.

Welcoming people from all 
faiths, the temple has already 
had its soft opening on Sep-
tember 1, where thousands 
of visitors were allowed to 
get a glimpse of the temple’s 
interiors, built with white 
marble. It has ornate pillars, 

Arabic and Hindu geometric 
designs on the facade, and 
bells on the ceiling.

The temple’s management 
activated the QR-code-based 
appointment booking sys-
tem via its website on its soft 
opening.

The temple has received 
many visitors from day one, 
especially over the week-
ends. The restricted entry 
has been regulated through 
QR-coded appointments for 
crowd management and to 
ensure social distancing, the 
report said.

Most of the deities are in-
stalled in the main prayer 
hall, with a large 3D-printed 
pink lotus unfurling across 
the central dome.

According to the official 
temple website, Dubai’s new 

Hindu temple will be open 
from 6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Visitors who have booked 
their appointments to visit 
the temple on Dubai’s official 
website for October 5 will be 
allowed entry without being 
subject to the hourly number 
restrictions which are cur-
rently in place.

Moreover, the temple in 
Dubai has a whopping ca-
pacity to easily accommo-
date around 1,000 to 1,200 
worshippers on a daily basis.

Located in what is de-
scribed as the “Worship 
Village” in Jebel Ali, which 
houses several churches 
and the Guru Nanak Darbar 
Gurudwara, the temple also 
installed the Guru Granth 
Sahib, the holy book of the 
Sikhs, in August.

Hindu Temple in Dubai.

mountaineerinG banned amid bad weather in 
uttarkashi
UTTARKASHI: In view of the safety of the trekking and mountaineering teams 
in Uttarkashi, district magistrate Abhishek Ruhela on Thursday gave the 
instruction to keep the activities here closed for the next three days.
Ruhela has banned these activities in Uttarkashi from 6 October to 8 October. 
The DM’s decision came after the meteorological department issued an alert 
for the rain and snowfall here.
The India Meteorological Department on Monday predicted an “intense rainfall 
spell likely to commence over Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and Uttar 
Pradesh from 5th October for the subsequent 2-3 days and a heavy rainfall 
spell over most parts of east and northeast India during the next 3-4 days.”
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Expressing displeasure over the unjustified and in-
ordinate delay in payments by the Arvind Kejriwal 
government, the Delhi Lieutenant Governor V.K. 
Saxena on Thursday directed the Chief Secretary to 
take immediate steps to clear all dues of Dalit sani-
tation workers in the national capital before Diwali.

The LG asked the Chief Secretary to look into a 
complaint of the Dalit Indian Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (DICCI) citing non-payment of 
bills to the tune of Rs 16 crore by the Delhi govern-
ment to over 1000 Dalit workers engaged in clean-

ing of sewer lines in the national capital through 
the Delhi Jal Board (DJB). The LG said, “This was 
a serious matter and asked the Chief Secretary to 
take immediate steps to clear all genuine claims of 
these Dalit sanitation workers before Diwali so that 
these marginalised workers do not face any hard-
ship during the festivals.”

The LG’s directions come in the wake of a repre-
sentation made by DICCI, led by its chairman, Dr 
Milind Kamble, who met the Lieutenant Governor 
on September 30, complaining about the apathy of 
the Delhi government towards these Dalit workers, 
who are the first generation entrepreneurs.

The DJB had signed an agreement with DICCI to 

implement a technology-based solution for sewer 
cleaning to eliminate manual scavenging in Delhi 
on February 28, 2019, under which 189 contractors 
from marginalized communities were engaged by 
the DJB for cleaning of the sewer lines. These con-
tractors have engaged over 1,000 sanitation work-
ers who are responsible for the cleaning of sewers 
in the DJB areas.

Also, to implement the project, these contractors 
purchased sewer cleaning machines with loan 
assistance under the “Stand up India” scheme, a 
flagship scheme of the Prime Minister that aims at 
supporting the poor and the marginalized to be-
come self-reliant.

IN THE CAPITAL

LG DIRECTS KEJRIWAL GOVT TO CLEAR ALL DUES TO 
DALIT SANITATION WORKERS BEFORE DIWALI
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The Central Government has 
appointed Justice Dinesh Ku-
mar Sharma of the Delhi High 
Court as the Presiding Officer 
of the Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Tribunal in the matter 
of the Popular Front of India 
(PFI) and its associates.

The presiding officer has 
been appointed to review the 
ban on PFI and its alliances, af-
ter the Centre recently banned 
it for five years, after seizing 
incriminating documents 
during the search operations 
at the offices of the outfit and 
the residences of its office 
bearers. A notification issued 

by the Ministry of Law and 
Justice in this regard stated, 
“Chief Justice of Delhi High 
Court has nominated Justice 
Dinesh Kumar Sharma, Judge 
to be appointed as the Presid-
ing Officer of the Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Tribunal 
in the matter of Popular Front 
of India (PFI) and its associates 
or affiliates or fronts, includ-
ing Rehab India Foundation 
(RIF), Campus Front of India 
(CFI), All India Imams Council 
(AIC), National Confederation 
of Human Rights Organization 
(NCHRO), National Women’s 
Front, Junior Front, Empower 
India Foundation and Re-
hab Foundation, Kerala for 
the purpose of adjudicating 

whether or not there is suffi-
cient cause for declaring these 
organisations as unlawful as-
sociation.”

The Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) made the announce-
ment through a recently issued 
notification declaring “the PFI 
and its associates or affiliates or 
fronts as an unlawful associa-
tion with immediate effect”.

Alongside PFI, the ban was 
also imposed on its fronts, in-
cluding Rehab India Founda-
tion (RIF). Campus Front of 
India (CFI), All India Imams 
Council (AIIC), National Con-
federation of Human Rights 
Organizations (NCHRO) and 
National Women’s Frontas an 
“unlawful association”.

PFI BAN

CENTRE APPOINTS JUSTICE D.K. SHARMA 
AS PRESIDING OFFICER OF UAPA TRIBUNAL

DELHI EXCISE POLICY CASE

A Delhi  court  on 
Thursday sent Vijay 
Nair, the communi-

cation strategist of the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP), to judi-
cial custody till October 20 
in connection with alleged 
irregularities in the Delhi 
excise police case.

Nair, recently arrested for 
his alleged role in the irreg-
ularities pertaining to the 
excise policy of the Delhi 
government, was produced 
before the court by the CBI 
at the end of his remand 
granted earlier. Special 
Judge MK Nagpal on Thurs-
day decided to send Vijay 
Nair into judicial custody 

after the Central Bureau of 
Investigation didn’t seek 
further custodial remand of 
him and said no more police 
custody was required.

Earlier, the court, while 
granting the custodial re-
mand, stated that the alle-
gations appearing in the FIR 
are serious and a detailed 
investigation is required for 
the purpose of arriving at 
a logical conclusion in due 
course. It would be in the 
interest of justice to allow 
police custody of accused 
Vijay Nair.

The court on the last date 
of hearing also noted that 
the FIR reflects allegations 
of the commission of a 
number of irregularities in 
the framing and implemen-

tation of the Excise Policy 
of the NCT of Delhi for the 
years 2021–2022 and vari-
ous known and unknown 
persons have been shown 
instrumental therein at 
various stages, allegedly 

performing various roles 
and undue favours to the li-
censees for obtaining illegal 
pecuniary benefits.

Senior Advocate Ramesh 
Gupta, along with Advocate 
Mohd Irshad, contended on 
behalf of the accused that 
the only plausible ground 
being pleaded/argued on 
behalf of the prosecution 
is that the accused did not 
cooperate during the course 
of the investigation and 
that there was no need for 
further extension of police 
custody as he had already 
undergone the same for five 
days.

Recently, the same court of 
MK Nagpal also sent Sameer 
Mahendru to ED remand. 
The ED officials arrested 

Mahendru, Managing Di-
rector of Delhi’s Jor Bagh-
based liquor distributor 
Indospirit Group, last week.

The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) has also filed 
an ECIR while initiating a 
money laundering probe 
in connection with the CBI 
FIR relating to the framing 
and execution of the Delhi 
government’s excise policy, 
in which Deputy Chief Min-
ister Manish Sisodia is the 
accused.

The ED arrested Sameer 
Mahendru a day after the 
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) arrested Vijay Nair, 
former chief executive officer 
of Mumbai-based Only Much 
Louder, in connection with 
the Delhi Excise Policy case.

TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI

Court sends AAP’s Vijay 
Nair to judicial custody

Vijay Nair

TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI 

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) has rejected Kar-
nataka Pradesh Congress 
Committee president D.K. 
Shivakumar’s request to 
extend the date of his ap-
pearance before the agency.

Notably, the ED had earli-
er summoned Shivakumar 
and his brother, Congress 
MP DK Suresh, to appear 
before it on October 7. “I had 
requested time to appear, 
which was denied. I asked 
for time as Rahul Gandhi’s 
Bharat Jodo Yatra is pass-

ing through Karnataka and 
there are my responsibili-

ties,” he said.
DK Shivkumar also ac-

cused the government of 
misusing agencies to harass 
him after seeing the success 
of the Bharat Jodo Yatra. 
The Congress leader said he 
would discuss the summons 
with fellow party leaders 
and take a call on whether 
he should appear.

The ED had filed a charge 
sheet against Shivakumar 
and others in a money laun-
dering case in May. Shiva-
kumar is currently serving 
as the President of the Kar-
nataka Pradesh Congress 
Committee.

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

ED REJECTS D.K. SHIVAKUMAR’S 
REQUEST FOR EXTENDING 
DATE OF APPEARANCE

D.K. Shivakumar
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ON DUSSEHRA, 
MAN KILLED IN 
MISHAP IN UNA
UNA:  At least one person 
was killed in a road 
accident in the Basal 
village of Una district 
on Wednesday, officials 
said. The deceased 
identified as Angez Singh 
is a resident of Bihar. 
According to the officials, 
the District Operations 
Emergency Center (DEOC) 
of Una district received an 
intimation of a hit-and-run 
incident at 8.30 pm. “A 
team was rushed to the 
spot after receiving an 
intimation,” officials added. 
The locals- present at the 
scene- took the injured 
person and rushed him 
to the hospital, where he 
was declared brought 
dead. A similar incident 
happened in the state on 
Wednesday, where a total 
of three persons died after 
their pickup vehicle fell 
into a ditch at Tikkari Road 
in Sirmour, the DEOC 
informed. 

NARROW ESCAPE 
FOR REVELLERS AS 
BURNING EFFIGY 
FALLS ON GROUND 
YAMUNANAGAR: No 
one was injured after the 
burning Raavan effigy 
fell on the ground in 
Haryana’s Yamunanagar, 
said Inspector Kamaljeet 
Singh on Thursday night. 

“All arrangements were 
there on the Dussehra 
ground. No one was injured 
after the burning Raavan 
effigy fell on the ground,” 
said Inspector Kamaljeet 
Singh, Yamunanagar. A 
major accident was averted 
during Ravan Dahan in 
Yamunanagar where the 
effigy of Ravana fell on the 
people gathered.  Earlier 
it was reported that some 
people were injured in 
the incident. In the video, 
it was seen that many 
people went close to the 
burning effigy of Ravana 
in the Dussehra ceremony 
in Yamunanagar. Further, 
the effigy while burning fell 
over the people standing 
close to it. 

HP CM: PREVIOUS 
GOVTS IGNORED 
DEMANDS OF 
TEACHERS
SHIMLA: Himachal Padesh 
Chief Minister Jai Ram 
Thakur on Thursday said 
that the previous state 
government completely 
ignored the demands 
of PTA, PAT and Para 
teachers, but the present 
government understood 
the pain of these teachers 
serving in the government 
schools and tried to 
find solutions to their 
various issues. Jai Ram 
Thakur was leading a 
function organised by the 
PTA Regular Teachers 
Association to felicitate 
him at Hotel Peterhof on 
Thursday evening. 

GURUGRAM’S 
AIR QUALITY 
DETERIORATES
Shimla:  Gurugram’s 
air quality deteriorated 
from “moderate” to “poor”, 
leading to the district 
administration directing 
all its agencies and 
departments to implement 
stage one of the Graded 
Action Response Plan 
(Grap) to curb pollution in 
accordance with directions 
of the Commission for 
Air Quality Management 
(CAQM).

Regarding the 66 deaths 
in Gambia allegedly due to 
the intake of cough syrup 
manufactured by Maiden 
Pharmaceutical Limited 
in Sonipat, Haryana Home 
Minister Anil Vij told ANI 
that the Centre has sent 
samples to the Central Drug 
Laboratory, Kolkata, and if 
any irregularities are found, 
it will take strict action.

“The Central Government 
officials are gathering the 
complete information. The 
samples will be sent to the 
Central Drug Lab in Kolk-
ata. After the reports come, 
stern action will be taken if 
anything wrong is found,” 
Vij said. “I have talked 
with the Drug Controller 
to investigate the matter. 
The Health Secretary and 
Pharmaceuticals Secretary 
of the Central Government 
has also talked with the 
State Secretary of the state. 
It has been decided that be-
fore taking any action, the 
samples will be tested,” Vij 
further said.

The Haryana Minister 
also attacked the Congress 

after Sonia Gandhi joined 
the yatra along with son Ra-
hul. He termed the Bharat 
Jodo Abhiyan as “Bharat 
Todo Abhiyan”

“First of all, this is not 
Bharat Jodo Yatra but 
Bharat Todo Yatra. The 
mother and son want to 
break this country. But let 
me tell you, this is not the 
one Congress partitioned 
leading to killings and the 
exodus of lakhs of people. 
This is not India where 
Congress massacred the 
Sikhs. This is the New In-
dia and no one can break it.

On being asked about the 
controversy about the up-
coming movie Adipurush, 
the BJP leader said that no 
one has any right to disre-
spect any religion.

AFTER DEATHS IN GAMBIA

Syrup samples sent 
for testing: Anil Vij
TDG NETWORK  
SONIPAT

An assistant inspector gen-
eral of police (AIG) Ashish 
Kapoor has been arrested in 
a major action by the Punjab 
vigilance bureau. An extor-
tion case has been registered 
against him. In this case, 
apart from Ashish Kapoor, 
FIR has also been registered 
against DSP Pawan Kumar 
and ASI Harjinder Singh. 

AIG Ashish Kapoor was 
the investigating officer of 
the irrigation scam. He is 
accused of taking money 
from the corrupt officials of 
the Irrigation Department 
and putting their’ names on 
the list of ‘innocent people’. 
The complaint of this matter 
reached Vigilance.  Along 
with this, all assets of Ash-
ish had from bank accounts 
are to be investigated.

The Vigilance team mea-
sured Ashish’s new Kothi in 
Mohali for about five hours. 
Along with this, the team 
had asked him for the cost 
of building the Kothi. The 
Vigilance team was inves-
tigating many points. The 
team had attached Kapoor’s 
bank statements. After the 
completion of primitive in-
vestigations, Ashish Kapoor 
has been arrested.

A woman had also given 
a complaint against Ashish 
Kapoor. Her investigation 
is also going on. Ashish Ka-
poor is counted among the 
sharp officers of the Punjab 
Police. He has also served in 
Chandigarh. Not only this, 
he is also a good player in 
tennis. He has won many 
awards for Punjab in Police 
World Games. Apart from 
this, he is one of the frontline 
officers of the Punjab Police.

ACTION AGAINST GRAFT

AIG HELD FOR TAKING 
BRIBE OF RS 1 CRORE
TARUNI GANDHI  
CHANDIGARH

The State youth will get em-
ployment aboard, Haryana 
Overseas Placement Cell to 
execute this work and the 
Haryana Overseas Placement 
Cell will work under Foreign 
Cooperation Department. 
During the Dubai visit the 
Chief Minister has held de-
tails with various placement 
companies. 

As per the need of these 
placement companies, the 
youth will be trained and sent 
abroad for employment. This 
work will be carried forward 
by the Haryana Overseas 
Placement Cell and this cell 
will work under the Foreign 
Cooperation Department. 
Regarding the same, the state 
government will make all 
necessary arrangements and 
the youth going for job oppor-
tunities will not be allowed to 

face any problem for getting 
a passport. Presently, pass-
ports are being made for col-
lege and university students.  
Presently, around 5.50 lakh 
employment opportunities 
have been generated in the 
state because of foreign and 
national investments.

Divulging the aforesaid in-
formation, Manohar Lal, the 
Chief Minister said that the 
new companies are constant-
ly buying land in Haryana for 
investment. Haryana has be-
come a favourable investment 
destination for investors. 

With the advent of com-
panies, employment op-
portunities are most likely 
to increase.  Further he said 
that new projects are being 
started continuously around 
Kundli-Manesar-Palwal 
(KMP). The government 
will buy land for new proj-
ects through e-bhoomi and 

Land Pooling Policy. Pres-
ently thousands of acres of 
land have been purchased 
through the e-Bhoomi por-
tal. Apart from this, now the 
Land Pooling Policy will also 
be introduced. In which the 
owner of the land will also get 
some percentage of the profit 
earned by the investor. Be-
sides, the projects like Global 
City would be planned in the 
future as well.

He also shared the infor-
mation about the Global City 
that is being developed over 
approx. 1080 acres in Guru-
gram would be completed at 
the earliest and it is likely to 
generate more jobs for the 
youth. It is pertinent to men-
tion that the plots in Global 
City will be sold in mixed 
land use format. As per the 
demand of the industry, al-
lotment of the plots will be 
done. 

CREATING EMPLOYEMENT

Haryana govt to help 
people get jobs abroad
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

To promote natural farming 
amongst the farmers in the 
Ganga basin, the National 
Mission for Clean Ganga 
(NMCG) and Sahakar Bharati 
organised ‘Vishaal Kisan 
Sammelan’ workshop in 
Bayanpur village in Haryana 
as part of the targeted cam-
paign under Namami Gange 
programme and Arth Ganga.

The workshop was organ-
ised on Tuesday where more 
than 200 farmers took part 
along with representatives 
from Sahakar Bharati, State 
and District Level officials 
and NMCG officials also 
took part in the event. The 
workshop was presided 
over by Director General, 
NMCG G. Asok Kumar. 
Addressing the gathering, 
DG, NMCG, G. Asok Ku-
mar gave an overview of the 
emerging water scarcity, es-
pecially groundwater, in the 
country and emphasized 
natural farming, espoused 
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi during the first 

meeting of Arth Ganga in  
Kanpur in 2019.

“In order to ensure food 
security in India, a Green 
Revolution was witnessed 
in the 1960s in which farm-
ers were the most important 
contributors and the coun-
try is indebted to the farm-
ers, especially from Haryana 
and Punjab, for ensuring 
we are all well-fed,” Kumar 
said, adding, “However, de-
spite opposition, the use of 
tube wells and bore wells 
also increased around that 
time and groundwater ex-
traction was preferred over 
canal irrigation due to vari-
ous reasons.”

Kumar further said that 
the extraction of ground-
water and extensive use of 
technology and pesticides 
resulted in water scarcity 
and contamination and most 
importantly, we lost touch 
with nature.

“The friendly bacteria have 
vanished, so have the earth-
worms and soil quality is 
deteriorating due to the use 
of pesticides giving way to 
various diseases,” he said.

Kumar said that natural 
farming is one of the most 
important components of 
Arth Gang and, therefore, 
NMCG has joined hands 
with Sahakar Bharati to in-
teract and promote ‘Natural 
Farming’ amongst the farm-
ers in the Ganga Basin and 
hold training programmes 
on how to get ‘More Net-
income Per Drop’ through 
this.

Talking about some novel 
initiatives undertaken by 
National Water Mission dur-
ing his tenure as the Man-
aging Director, Kumar said 
that a meeting with 1500 
farmers was organised in 
Kurukshetra as part of the 
‘Sahi Fasal’ initiative that 
aimed to nudge farmers to 
shift to maize cultivation 
from paddy for better profit 
and less water usage.

Another initiative was 
‘Catch the Rain: Where it 
Falls, when it Falls’ launched 
by Modi on the occasion of 
World Water Day on March 
22 in 2021 emphasizing the 
harvesting of rainwater at 
the very place where it falls.

WITH OVER 200 FARMERS

NMCG, SAHAKAR BHARATI HOLD
MEGA FARMERS’ WORKSHOP
TDG NETWORK
SONIPAT

One of India’s highly in-
dustrialised state, Haryana 
sees a steady rise in victims 
of child marriages in the last 
three years, according to of-
ficial figures. Even as the 
government takes a step in 
declaring child marriages 
“void abinitio” through the 
new law, the state ranked 
15th in child marriages in 
the country according to 
Census 2011. Census 2011 
reported around 2.5 lakh 
children were married off 
before reaching 18 years in 
the state, which constituted 
approximately 2 per cent of 
all married children.

 In this context, it is im-
portant to highlight the 
status of child marriage in 
Haryana, according to the 
report of National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB) 
2021. During the last 3 
years, victims of child mar-
riages in the state rose from 

20 in 2019 to 33 in 2021. 
The NCRB data, how-

ever reported that only 86 
cases of child marriages 
were registered under the 
Prohibition of Child Mar-
riage Act (PCMA), 2006. 
This means there has been 
gross under-reporting of 
child marriage cases, also 
as Haryana reports a poor 
sex-ratio, there have been 
cases of minor girls being 
trafficked into the state for 
child marriage.  It is worth 
highlighting  a recent case 
in Kaithal in May this year, 
where a 14-year old girl 
from Bihar was trafficked 
and sold as a child bride in 
the state. 

In view of the prevailing 
scenario, the state govern-
ment is required to ensure 
appropriate action come 
with with a foolproof plan  
to link child marriage with 
Juvenile Justice (care and 
protection) Act and POC-
SO Act for penalising the 
perpetrators of crime.

NOT ONLY STATISTICS 

In last 3 years, 
child marriages  
on rise in Haryana 
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

KILLING OF SIKH FAMILY

Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann 
on Thursday sought 

the intervention of the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister for 
impressing upon the US 
government to conduct a 
thorough probe into the 
gruesome murder of a Pun-
jabi family in California.

Punjab CM expressed 
condolences over the death 
of an Indian-origin family, 
who were found dead in 
California, a few days after 
they were abducted in US.

The CM said it is unfortu-
nate that a Punjabi family 
hailing from the Harsi vil-
lage of Hoshiarpur district 
in the state have been mur-
dered in California.

In a Twitter post on 
Thursday, Mann also made 
an appeal to External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar 
to conduct a high-level in-
quiry into the death of the 
family who had origins in 
the state of Punjab. “There 
was news of kidnapping 

and murder of four Indians 
in California, in which an 
8-month-old girl has also 
been murdered. Very sad 
to hear this news. I share 
my grief with the families 
of the victims... and also 
appeal to the Union Min-
ister of External Affairs @
DrSJaishankar to conduct 
a high-level inquiry into the 
matter,” CM Mann tweeted.

The Punjab CM’s request 
came shortly after Merced 
county police informed that 
the In-dian-origin family, 
including an eight-month-
old baby girl, were found 

dead in an orchard in Cali-
fornia.

The bodies of four mem-
bers of the family, who 
originally hail from Punjab 
in India were discovered 
lying close to each other by 
a farm worker in a remote 
orchard in Merced county, 
Sheriff Vern Warnke said 
on Wednesday.

“Tonight our worse fears 
have been confirmed,” the 
Sheriff said addressing 
a press con-ference. “We 
found four people from the 
kidnapping. They are in 
fact deceased,” Sheriff Vern 

Warnke said.
“The family (of the vic-

tims) have been notified. 
We have made arrange-
ments through other con-

tacts to try and get them,” 
he said. The police will 
process the scene of crime 
to determine the motive for 
the killings, he said.

CM MANN SEEKS MEA INTERVENTION 
FOR PROBE INTO GRISLY CRIME IN US
TDG NETWORK  
CHANDIGARH

Bhagwant Mann

The Supreme Court has re-
marked that the notification 
of the Minimum Wages Act 
can be a guiding factor only 
in the case where there is no 
clue available to evaluate the 
monthly income of the de-
ceased.

“Where positive evidence 
has been led, no reliance 
on the notification could be 
placed, particularly when it 
was nobody’s case that the 
deceased was a labourer 
as presumed by the High 
Court,” the top court said. A 
bench of justices Surya Kant 
and MM Sundresh said while 
setting aside an order of Pun-
jab and Haryana High Court 
and restored the decision of 
Motor Accident Claims Tri-
bunal (MACT), Karnal*.

The top court said that the 
reason asserted by the High 
Court to reduce the monthly 
income of the deceased is 
totally “cryptic” and has no 
rationale.

The Punjab and Haryana 
HC relied upon the Notifi-
cation issued by the State of 
Haryana, which fixed the 
minimum wage at the rel-
evant time and assessed the 
income of the deceased at Rs 
7,000 per month, and thus 
on this premise, it (the High 
Court) reduced the compen-
sation amount.

“In the summary proceed-
ings where the approach of 
the Tribunal’s determination 
must be in conformity with 
the object of the welfare, it 
was rightly held that the 
monthly income of the de-
ceased could not be less than 
Rs 25,000,” the court said.

IF INCOME CAN EVALUATED

NO NEED TO RELY ON MIN 
WAGES NOTIFICATION: 
SC ON ACCIDENT CLAIM
TDG NETWORK  
NEW DELHI

Two persons in Himachal 
Pradesh’s Kangra went 
missing on Wednesday af-
ter an incident of drowning 
was reported at Dehra near 
Shamshan Ghat sub division 
Dehra, the District Emergen-
cy Operation Centre (DEOC) 
informed.

The missing persons were 
identified as Rahul from 
VPO Chanouta Dehra and 
Sahil Kuthiyal from Rajgarh 
Dehra, both hailing from the 
Kangra district According to 
the Himachal Pradesh State 
Emergency Bulletin, the in-
cident occurred around 6.20 
pm. The DEOC has also in-
formed the District admin-
istration following which 
the police team reached the 
spot for a search and rescue 
operation.

Further details are awaited.
The India Meteorological 

Department had predicted 
intense rainfall in the state 
for few days on October 3.

“Intense rainfall spell likely 

to commence over Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and 
Uttar Pradesh from 05th 
October for subsequent 2-3 
days and heavy rainfall spell 
over most parts of east and 
northeast India during next 
3-4 days,” the IMD tweeted.

Earlier in the day on 
Wednesday, three persons 
identified as Ramsawroop, 
Ishwarchand, and Geeta 
Ram from the village Tikkari 
in Sangrah tehsil of Sirmour 
died after their pickup vehi-
cle fell into a ditch at Tikkari 
road. 

HIMACHAL PRADESH

TWO YOUTHS MISSING 
AFTER DROWNING 
REPORTED IN KANGRA
TDG NETWORK  
KANGRA 

New Delhi: The family 
members of the Indians 
who were abducted and 
murdered in the US said 
that deceased Amandeep 
Singh was on a phone 
call with a family mem-
ber in India when he 
was forcibly taken away. 

The cousin of the de-
ceased, Charnjeet Singh 
also said they were in-
formed about the tragic 
incident today.

“We received the infor-
mation today morning it-
self when the bodies of all 
four have been found in 
a farm they all were kid-
napped on October 3. He 
(Amandeep Singh) was 
on a phone call with his 
father here in India when 

the incident happened,” 
said Singh.

He further stressed that 
the accused were still at 
large and the family was 
uncertain about the recov-
ery of the body.

“The bodies were found 
today. We don’t know 
when we will get the body. 
The accused are still free 
and have not been nabbed 
by the police yet,” he add-
ed.

An eight-month-old 
baby girl along with her 
Indian-origin parents and 
uncle living in the US, who 
were abducted at gunpoint 
earlier this week in Cali-
fornia were found dead in 
an orchard in the US state, 
police said.

‘Murdered family was 
on call during abduction’
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Two acTive 
DNLT caDres 
appreheNDeD, 
arms seizeD
DIMA HASAO: Two 
active cadres of the 
Dimasa National 
Liberation Tigers were 
apprehended by Assam 
Rifles and Dima Hasao 
police, said officials on 
Thursday. DNLT is a 
militant organisation ac-
tive in Dima Hasao and 
Karbi Anglong areas. 
“Haflong Battalion of 
Headquarters 21 Sector 
Assam Rifles under the 
aegis of Headquarter In-
spector General Assam 
Rifles (East) apprehend-
ed two active cadres of 
DNLT with Dima Hasao 
police,” read an official 
statement. The officials 
also recovered incrimi-
nating materials from 
the accused.

assam poLice 
foiL caTTLe 
smuggLiNg biD, 
Two arresTeD 
GUWAHATI:  Guwahati 
Police on Wednesday 
intercepted a truck 
carrying cattle in the 
Jorabat area along the 
Assam-Meghalaya 
border and arrested 
two people in a case of 
cattle smuggling. The 
arrested persons have 
been identified as Laden 
Ali and Mohidul Ali, 
residents of the Mikirb-
hata area in Morigaon 
district. A team of East 
Guwahati Police District 
from Jorabat Out Post of 
Basistha police station 
intercepted the truck in 
the Jorabat area along 
the Assam-Meghalaya 
border and recovered 14 
cattle.

over 150 gm of 
heroiN seizeD iN 
meghaLaya 
SHILLONG: Two drug 
peddlers were nabbed 
here and over 150 
grams of heroin were 
recovered from them, 
said officials on Thurs-
day. The accused were 
arrested by Meghalaya 
Police. “Our war against 
drug trafficking is on! 
In a well synchronized 
and swift ops East Khasi 
Hills Police nabbed 2 
notorious traffickers and 
recovered -156.12 gms 
Heroin -2 smart phones 
-1 Chevrolet Vehicle - 
1.28 lakh cash. Hunt for 
linkages is on. Well done 
MeghalayaPolice and @
lrbishnoiips,” tweeted 
Meghalaya Chief Minis-
ter Conrad Sangma.

Three kiDs 
Die Due To 
suspecTeD fooD 
poisoNiNg iN 
TamiL NaDu
TIRUPUR: Three chil-
dren died and 11 others 
fell ill after suspected 
food poisoning at a pri-
vate children’s home in 
Tamil Nadu’s Tirupur on 
Wednesday. According 
to the district admin-
istration, the incident 
occurred at a children’s 
home in Tirupur run 
by Sri Vivekananda 
Sevalayam where 
14 children started 
vomiting and suffered 
dizziness after having 
dinner on Wednesday 
night. The children were 
then rushed to a nearby 
private hospital. They 
were bought to Tirupur 
Government Hospital. 

top of the day
DivisioN aheaD? 

The conspicuous ab-
sence of Telangana 
Chief Minister K 

Chandrasekar Rao’s daugh-
ter and senior leader K Ka-
vitha from the grand launch 
event to propel TRS onto 
the national stage as Bharat 
Rashtra Samiti (BRS) has 
triggered much speculation 
on whether fissures have 
appeared in the state’s first 
family.

Not only was Kavitha miss-
ing from the high-profile 
event, but her name was also 
missing from the TRS list of 
in-charges for the upcoming 
Munugode bypoll, raising 
eyebrows yet again.

On Wednesday, on the oc-
casion of Dussehra, the TRS 
unveiled its bid to go national 
as BRS, a strong personal 
initiative of the Chief Min-
ister, which saw the support 
of regional parties like Asa-
duddin Owaisi’s AIMIM and 
Karnataka-based JD(S).

A grand general body meet 
was held at Telangana Bha-
van on Thursday, where TRS 
leaders and cadres from ev-

ery nook and corner of the 
state arrived in large num-
bers.

What added weight to the 
conjectures that all was not 
well in the first family was 
that Kavitha preferred to 
stay at her home for Dusseh-
ra. In fact, the TRS leader 
even posted a picture of her-
self performing prayers on 
the occasion.

“On this auspicious day 
of Dussehra, we performed 
Ayudha Pooja at home,” Ka-
vitha said in a tweet.

Even as Kavitha’s absence 
was noticed by TRS cadres 
and rivals, the absence of her 
name from a list of leaders 

who were made in-charges 
for the Munugode bypoll 
gained as much attention.

Chief Minister KCR’s son, 
KTR, who is also the state IT 
and Industries minister, is 
one of the party’s in-charges 
of the bypoll scheduled for 
November 3. Several women 
leaders, including ministers, 
MLAs, and MPs like Sabitha 
Indira Reddy, Satyavathi 
Rathod, Padma Devender 
Reddy, Gongidi Sunitha, 
and Deepika Yugender, find 
themselves on the list.

However, Kavitha’s name is 
glaringly absent. Significant-
ly, her brother, Kalvakuntla 
Taraka Rama Rao, popular-

ly known as KTR, was also 
present at the BRS launch.

ANI reached out to Ka-
vitha’s office for a comment 
but received no response 
to the queries about her 
absence from the TRS gen-
eral body meet and the BRS 
launch. Attempts were made 
to reach out to TRS leaders 
for the party’s version, but 
they also did not comment.

Meanwhile, leaders from 
the rival BJP did raise ques-
tions, while some on social 
media also made observa-
tions about Kavitha’s ab-
sence.

Telangana Rashtra Samiti 
President K. Chandrasekhar 
Rao on Wednesday launched 
the Bharat Rashtra Samiti 
(BRS), the new name of the 
Telangana Rashtra Samiti 
(TRS), marking his first step 
toward becoming a national 
party ahead of the 2024 elec-
tions.

The launch took place 
at the State General Body 
meeting of ministers, MPs, 
MLAs, MLCs, and district-
level coordinators and other 
leaders at the party head-
quarters, Telangana Bhavan 
in Hyderabad. 
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k. kaviTha’s abseNce from 
kcr’s NaTioNaL parTy LauNch 
fueLs specuLaTioN

Telangana CM K Chandrasekhar Rao and former Karnataka Chief 
Minister HD Kumaraswamy at party launch on Thursday.

Eknath Shinde at Dussehra rally on Thursday. 

veiLeD aTTack 

‘Shinde showed who is the 
real Shiv Sena’: Fadnavis on 
Maharashtra CM’s Dussehra rally

Hailing Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde’s Dussehra 
rally, Maharashtra Deputy 
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis exuded confidence 
for the upcoming Assembly 
elections.

“I will congratulate the 
Chief Minister. Yesterday, 
he showed who the real Shiv 
Sena is. Yesterday, there 
were twice the number of 
people in BKC than Shivaji 
Park,” said Fadnavis. He also 
highlighted ‘saffron’ and the 
“real Shiv Sena’s’ victory.

“There will be saffron on 
the assembly but that saffron 
will be the saffron of the real 
Shiv Sena i.e. Shinde of Shiv 
Sena and BJP alliance,” he 
added.

He also alleged former CM 
Uddhav Thackeray shielded 
the Mumbai blast convicts. 
“He (Uddhav Thackeray) 
supported the Mumbai 
bomb blast convicts, took 
along those who called Sa-
varkar bad every day, and 
therefore he is seeing such 
times,” he said.

Earlier on 5 October, Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde, 
during his Dussehra rally, hit 
back at Uddhav Thackeray 

for his Katappa remark, say-
ing that even Katappa had 
self-respect and did not have 
double standards.

“They call me ‘Katappa’. 
I want to tell you that even 
‘Katappa’ had self-respect 
and did not have double 
standards like you,” Shinde 
said.

Uddhav Thackeray had re-
cently said, “The only thing 
I feel angry about is that 
when I was admitted to the 
hospital, the people whom 
I gave the responsibility (of 
the state) became ‘Katappa’ 
and betrayed us. They were 
thinking that I will never re-
turn from hospital.”

Slamming Uddhav Thac-
keray, Shinde said that if 
Balasaheb Thackeray had 
been alive, Narayan Rane 

would have become the CM.
“He (Uddhav Thackeray) 

didn’t feel ashamed of taking 
the oath of CM. If Balasaheb 
Thackeray had been alive 
he would not have become 
CM, Balasaheb would have 
made Narayan Rane CM”, 
CM added.

Balasaheb Thackeray’s 
other son Jaidev Thackeray 
came to show his support 
and shared the stage with 
Maharashtra CM Eknath 
Shinde during the Dusseh-
ra rally at Mumbai’s BKC 
ground on Wednesday.

Maharashtra CM Eknath 
Shinde and leaders from 
his faction attended the 
Shiv Sena Dussehra rally on 
MMRDA ground.

Shinde paid tribute to Bala-
saheb Thackeray. 
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NegLigieNce 

TourisT bus carryiNg sTuDeNTs hiTs 
sTaTe bus iN keraLa, NiNe kiLLeD 

Nine people were killed and 
38 others were injured after 
a tourist bus carrying stu-
dents crashed into a Kerala 
State Road Transport Corpo-
ration (KSRTC) bus at Man-
galam, near Vadakkenchery 
area of Palakkad, Kerala 
minister M B Rajesh said on 
Thursday. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Thurs-
day expressed grief over the 
loss of lives in Kerala’s Palak-
kad bus crash incident and 
announced Rs 2 lakh as ex-
gratia each from the Prime 
Minister’s National Relief 
Fund (PMNRF) for the next 
of kin of the deceased.

The horrific road accident 
occurred after the tourist 
bus rear-ended into the Kar-
nataka State Road Transport 

Corporation (KSRTC) bus. 
The tourist bus carrying 
students and teachers of the 
Baselios Vidhyanikethan 
School was headed to Ooty 
from Ernakulam, while the 
KSRTC bus was on its way 
to Coimbatore.

The deceased include five 
students, one teacher, and 
three passengers from the 
KSRTC bus.

A total of 38 people have 
been admitted to the hospi-
tal.

“Five people sustained se-
rious injuries, but they are 
said to be out of danger,” 
Rajesh said.

Extending condolences to 
the bereaved families, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
prayed for a quick recovery 
of the injured. 

“PM Narendra Modi has 
expressed grief over the loss 

of lives due to an accident in 
Kerala’s Palakkad district. 
He extends condolences to 
the bereaved families and 
prays for a quick recovery 
of the injured,” Prime Min-
ister’s Office (PMO) said in 
a tweet.

“Rs 2 lakh from PMNRF 
would be given to the next 
of kin of each deceased. The 
injured would be given Rs 
50,000,” it added.

Previously, in another in-
stance from Uttarakhand, 
as many as 32 people were 
killed and eighteen injured 
in the Pauri Garhwal bus 
accident, informed the State 
Disaster Response Force 
(SDRF) on 4 October.

Pushkar Singh Dhami an-
nounced financial assistance 
to the kin of the deceased in 
the Uttarkashi and Pauri 
Garhwal tragedies.

TDG NETWORK
PALAKKAD

iN uTTarakhaND 

Chargesheet filed against expelled BJP 
leader in UKSSSC paper leak case

The Special Task Force (STF) on Thurs-
day filed another charge sheet against 
expelled BJP leader Hakam Singh and 
nine others in the Uttarakhand Subor-
dinate Service Selection Commission 
(UKSSSC) case.

“After the registration of the case on 
22 July in this case, the STF has arrested 
41 accused in this case so far and the 
process of arrest is still going on,” said 
STF’s Superintendent of Police, STF, 
Ajay Singh.

The probe body has invoked the 
Gangsters Act against Singh and 21 
other accused in the case.

As many as 41 people, including 
Gaurav Chauhan, the Additional Pri-
vate Secretary in the Public Works and 
Forest Department of the State Secre-
tariat, allegedly involved in the paper 
leak case, have been arrested so far.

The STF is investigating the UKSSSC 
paper leak case, but there is a demand 
for the CBI probe.

“I have also said earlier that cases of 
wrongful recruitment have been com-
ing for many years. Now that the matter 

has come before me, we have given the 
police to investigate and hand over the 
case to STF,” Chief Minister Pushkar 
Singh Dhami had said on 23 September.

The Chief Minister clarified that the 
case may be shifted to the CBI if there 
is a need.

“We have not drawn any Lakshman 
Rekha for investigation,” he said when 
asked if his government will recom-
mend a CBI probe into the case.

On Tuesday, Hakam Singh’s resort 
in Uttarkashi’s Sankri Mori was bull-
dozed by authorities as it was allegedly 
illegally constructed.  
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progress 

cheNNai meTro To geT 
DriverLess TraiNs iN 
phase ii

Tragic acciDeNT 

Eight dead after flash 
flood hit Mal River in 
West Bengal during 
idol immersion 

Eight persons died on Wednesday evening during a flash 
flood that hit the Mal River in Jalpaiguri district in West Ben-
gal. One more body was recovered, taking the toll up to eight. 
Moumita Godara said that a search is underway to find out 
if there were more casualties.

Four women were among those killed in the tragic incident. 
People who sustained minor injuries have been admitted to 
a nearby hospital, the district magistrate said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi expressed his condolences 
to the kin of those who lost their lives in the flash flood.

“Anguished by the mishap during Durga Puja festivities in 
Jalpaiguri, West Bengal. Condolences to those who lost their 
loved ones,” PM Modi tweeted.

Leader of the Opposition in the Bengal Assembly Suvendu 
Adhikari also expressed his grief over the incident. “Sadden-
ing news coming from Jalpaiguri as flash flood in Mal river 
during Durga Puja immersion swept away many people. 
Few deaths have been reported till now. I request the DM 
of Jalpaiguri and @chief_west to urgently step up rescue ef-
forts and provide assistance to those in distress,” he tweeted. 

Earlier, Jalpaiguri SP Debarshi Dutta said that seven people 
had died and several were feared missing after flash floods 
hit Mal River in West Bengal’s Jalpaiguri during Goddess 
Durga’s idol Visarjan (immersion), on Wednesday.

“Flash flood hits Mal River in Jalpaiguri during Durga 
Visarjan. Seven people were dead, several were feared 
missing, and many people were trapped in the river, many 
washed away. Bodies of seven people were recovered. NDRF 
and civil defence deployed; rescue underway,” Debarshi 
Dutta said.

A police official said that personnel of the national defence 
reserve force (NDRF) and civil defence were deployed in the 
search and rescue operations.
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Drug recovery crime aND puNishmeNT 

DRI recovers 16 kg 
heroin worth 
Rs 80 cr at Mumbai 
airport, one arrested  
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI 
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The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) 
on Wednesday arrested a person with drugs at 
Mumbai International Airport and recovered 16 
kg of high-quality heroin drugs. The value of the 
seized drugs is being said to be more than Rs 80 
crores in the international market. The arrested 
accused has been identified as Binu John, a resi-
dent of Kerala.

On the basis of the information received by the 
DRI, as the accused reached the airport, he was 
detained, searched, and his luggage was checked.

After his luggage was checked, nothing was 
found at that time. Only then was his trolley bag 
checked thoroughly and drugs were recovered in 
the fake cavity.

The DRI registered a case under the NDPS Act 
and arrested him.

The accused drug peddler, John, told the DRI 
that a foreign national had given him one thou-
sand US dollars as a commission to take him to 
India. The accused also disclosed the names of 
other associates,

DRI is now probing these names, DRI is also 
now finding out whether John was involved in the 
smuggling of drugs in India earlier also.  

Chennai metro rail (File photo)

Wrecked car after the accident on 
Wednesday. 

The work for the second 
phase of the Chennai Metro 
Rail is progressing at a fast 
pace and will introduce driv-
erless trains that will be run 
solely on signals.

“Work for phase II of 
Chennai Metro Rail is going 
at a very fast pace. Phase II 
will be totally based upon 
unattended train operation. 
There won’t be any drivers; 
trains will run on signals,” 
said Director (Systems-Op-
erations), Chennai Metro 
Rail, Rajesh Chaturvedi.

The Phase II expansion has 
been planned for a 118.9-kilo-
meter network with 128 sta-
tions. It consists of three cor-
ridors, i.e., Corridor-3-From 
Madhavaram to SIPCOT 
(45.8 Km), Corridor-4-From 
Lighthouse to Poonamalle 

Bypass (26.1 Km), 
and Corridor-5-From Mad-
havaram to Sholinganallur 
(47 Km).

“The estimated cost of the 
project is Rs. 63246 crore. 
This proposal is under the 
process of approval by the 
Government of India. The 
project is proposed to be 
completed by the end of 
2026,” read an official state-
ment by Chennai Metro Rail.

The Chennai Metro Phase-
I extension was inaugurated 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on 14 February last 
year. The project was com-
pleted at a cost of Rs. 3,770 
crore.

The 9.05-km-long exten-
sion linked north Chennai 
with the airport and Central 
Railway Station.

He also inaugurated the 
railway line between Chen-
nai Beach and Attipattu. 

A local court on Thursday sent the per-
son accused in the Bandra Worli Sea 
Link road accident to one day of police 
custody. Five people were killed and 
eight injured in the accident the previ-
ous day. The police said that the accused, 
identified as Irfan Abdul Raheem Beel-
kia, has been booked under section 304 
(death by negligence) of the Indian Penal 
Code for over speeding and rash driving.

The accident took place in the early 
morning hours of Wednesday when 
several people sustained injuries in the 
mishap in which an ambulance, a car, 
and some other vehicles were parked 
on the roadside and were preparing to 
take victims of an earlier accident to a 
hospital.

accuseD iN baNDra-
worLi roaD acciDeNT 
seNT To oNe Day poLice 
cusToDy



The compulsory Com-
mon University En-
trance Test (CUET) 

has been, to quote the head 
of the Educational Testing 
Services (ETS), a “great learn-
ing experience” for India’s Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA). 
For those at the receiving end, 
candidates aspiring for a seat 
in a programme and univer-
sity of their choice, this learn-
ing has come at a huge cost. 
They underwent harrowing 
times in their life.

As the CUET-UG scores are 
out, the ordeals of students 
have only heightened. They 
are a confused lot and find it 
difficult to make sense of their 
absolute marks, percentiles, 
and normalised scores. They 
are now more jittery than ever 
before about their chances 
of pursuing a preferred pro-
gramme in the institutions 

of their choice. With wide 
variations in the percentiles 
and normalised scores of dif-
ferent subjects, students are 
edgy about the choices they 
ticked while filling up their 
application forms.

Some universities have been 
more considerate and sym-
pathetic and have reopened 
their portals for prospective 
students to apply and update 
their preferences and choices. 
Others have chosen to stick to 
applications already received. 
The academic session must 
have commenced by mid-July. 
Most universities, including 
the much sought-after Delhi 
University (DU), now seem 
reconciled that the academic 
session for the undergraduate 
programmes would not begin 
this year before November.

CUET PG scores are also out 
but most universities are yet 
to work out when their post-
graduate classes would begin. 
UGC may have released a list 
of universities indicating as to 
when they would start their 
classes, but the same is quite 
incomplete and does not men-
tion the schedule of some of 
the bigger universities. It ap-
pears that this year, nearly a 
semester would be lost.

The National Education 
Policy (NEP 2020) prescribed 
that the General Educa-
tion Council (GEC), one of 
the verticals of the Higher 
Education Commission of 
India (HECI), should evolve 
a National Higher Education 
Qualification (NHEQF) in 
sync with the National Skill 
Qualification Framework 
(NSQF).

As HECI and GEC are yet 
to see the light of the day, the 
University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) capitalised on 
the opportunity and came up 
with a draft NHEQF. Broadly, 
outcome-based, it mandates 
that each programme must 
provide for a minimum of 
20 credit hours of coursework 
in a semester. And that one 
credit would be equivalent to 
one hour of lecture/tutorial 
or two hours of practicals/
fieldwork per week.

NHEQF does not specify the 
duration of an academic cal-
endar. It may be assumed that 
earlier regulations mandat-
ing a minimum of 18 weeks of 
teaching in a semester would 
remain applicable. Accord-
ingly, the odd semesters must 
commence by 16 July and end 
by 15 December. Most central 
universities, with a few occa-
sional exceptions, have been 
adhering to this schedule. 
The past two academic ses-
sions were disrupted due to 
Covid-19. Universities took 
time to decide on critical is-
sues and get acclimatised with 
the newer ways of admission, 
course delivery, examination 
and evaluation.

Most universities were able 
to salvage their academic ses-
sions by shortening the se-
mesters and requiring teach-
ers to teach longer hours and 
sacrificing their vacations. It 
is now being realised that the 
pace of learning was a huge 
casualty. This time the delay 
is purely due to human folly. 
CUET was mandated as late 
as March, leaving little time 
for the organisers of the test 
to plan and prepare for the 
mammoth exercise.

Many universities had to re-
issue their prospectus as they 
had already announced their 
details schedules as per the 
past practice. Students were 
given little time to compre-
hend the change and brace 
themselves for this abrupt 
change. Since such a test was 
being conducted by the Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA) 
for a few central universities, 
mostly the new and smaller 
ones, it was thought to be a 
cakewalk to scale it up to cover 
all central universities. 

Warning signals from a 
few were ignored as voices 
of dissent just for the sake of 
dissent. In fact, they had the 
opposite effect. To prove that 
a single common entrance test 
was a popular idea, the CUET 
was extended to all higher ed-
ucational institutions, albeit 
voluntarily.

The ensuing chaos and the 
pandemonium that followed 
are now known to the world 
and have become a case of 
how not to rush things up. 
Amid frequent additions, 
deletions, modifications and 

corrigendum, the rules of the 
CUET games continued until 
the test ended. Students were 
advised to continuously visit 
the CUET portal for updates 
about modifications. The neti-
zens did but those on the oth-
er side of the digital divide—
the poor, the downtrodden, 
and those living in rural and 
remote areas—simply gave up 
after a few attempts, to save 
the hassle and cost.

Frequent changes in the test 
centres, cancellation and post-
ponements and rescheduling 
of tests have caused unimagi-
nable inconvenience to the 
aspirants. This probably ex-
plains why only about 65 per 
cent (9.68 lakh of the 14.9 lakh 
applicant) could take the test.

Students are anxious about 
their future. Are we staring 
at a zero semester? Would 
the session be saved by com-
pressing and crashing the se-
mester? with crash courses? 
Will it have a cascading effect? 
Students are asking around 
to whomsoever they have 
access.

With CUET candidates 
still struggling with their 
tribulations, they were jolted 
by the announcement that 
Joint Entrance Examination 
(JEE) and National Eligibil-
ity Entrance (NEET) would 
soon be merged into CUET. 
Thankfully, the Union Min-
ister of Education has put a 
halt to this idea, at least for 
the next two years.

The idea of one nation one 
examination sounds catchy 
but is fraught with its own 
challenges. It is also opposed 

to the National Education 
Policy (NEP 2020), which is 
being invoked to introduce 
the idea. The policy does sug-
gest that a common ground 
be found for admission to 
higher education. 

The policy also mentions 
that the National Testing 
Agency (NTA) could conduct 
admission tests for higher ed-
ucation. However, the policy 
had equally emphatically em-
phasised that the decision of 
whether to admit students on 
the basis of this test should be 
left to the respective univer-
sities. What was ignored in 
the process was the fact that 
the new education policy 
had hoped that the quality, 
reliability, consistency, and 
transparency with which 
the NTA would organise these 
tests would entice universities 
to adopt the same rather than 
having their own methods of 
selecting students? 

India is not a country. It is 
a subcontinent. It is simply 
too large, too diverse, and too 
complex and complicated to 
be subject to centralised com-
mon admission tests. Too 
much formalisation, unifor-
mity, and standardisation 
does not necessarily improve 
quality. Instead, they lower 
the overall quality of higher 
education by pulling down 
all institutions to the lowest 
common denominator.
Furqan Qamar, former Adviser 
for Education in the Planning 
Commission, is a Professor of 
Management at Jamia Millia 
Islamia, New Delhi. Views ex-
pressed are personal.

CUET chaos is not good 
for higher education
To prove that a single common entrance test was a popular idea, the CUET was 
extended to all higher educational institutions, albeit voluntarily. Too much 
formalisation and standardization, however, does not necessarily improve quality.

Words like curfew, lockdown, and encounter have been constructed 
and structured in every child living in this region.

CHILDHOOD SKIPPED

STUDENTS’ ORDEAL

While addressing a rally at Baramulla, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah categorically ruled out 
holding talks with Pakistan. “Some people say we 
should talk to Pakistan. Why should we talk to 
Pakistan? We will not talk. We would rather talk 
to Gujjars, Paharis and the youth of Kashmir,” HM 
Shah said. He further said that they (Pakistan) have 
spread terrorism here. The Home Minister’s state-
ment, in fact, highlighted India’s firm position that 
it has no plan whatsoever to resume dialogue with 
Pakistan. What is clear now is that since Pakistan 
continues to sponsor terrorism and provide safe 
haven to terror outfits, New Delhi is not going to 
talk to Islamabad under such circumstances. Amit 
Shah’s remarks rejecting talks with Pakistan come 
as a clear message for Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif who has been so keen to resume dialogue 
process with India, regardless of the fact that his 
government in Islamabad is hardly able to rein in 
terror groups which continue to export terrorists 
to Kashmir. There are enough evidences to prove 
cross-border terrorism from Pakistan and Islam-
abad’s support to anti-India terror groups like 
Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed. The 
Indian home ministry has enough evidence to ex-
pose Pakistan’s backing to terror outfits under the 
watch of the Sharif government. So, how can India 
resume talks with Pakistan amid the growing ter-
rorism from the latter’s soil?  

After taking over as PM of Pakistan, Shehbaz had 

written to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, seeking 
“peaceful and cooperative” ties with India. He had 
said that this can be achieved through meaning-
ful dialogue. But, PM Modi rightly raised the issue 
of terror calling for “an environment free of terror 
and violence” which would allow “us to focus our 
attention on the development and progress of our 
people”. This way, PM Modi gave the message that 
terror and talks cannot go together. This is exactly 
what Shah has underlined during his Baramulla 
rally, given the substantial evidence, which his min-
istry is in possession of that expose Pakistan’s terror 
connections.

Meanwhile, Shah’s statement that he would like to 
talk to the people of Jammu and Kashmir instead of 
talking to Pakistan must have given jitters to Sheh-
baz Sharif. Shah’s plan on massive outreach to the 
people in Jammu and Kashmir cannot go down well 
with the regime in Islamabad which keeps conspir-
ing to misguide and mislead the youths of the Valley 
to serve its anti-India agenda. Undeniably, the Modi 
government’s increased connection with people in 
Jammu and Kashmir will be a setback for Sharif’s 
agenda to internationalise the Kashmir issue at the 
various global forums. On a number of occasions, 
the Pakistan PM tried to raise the Kashmir issue at 
the United Nations. But every time he ended up be-
ing admonished by the Indian side. Recently, Sharif 
raked up the Kashmir issue at the 77th session of the 
UNGA. His conduct invited Indian envoy’s sharp 
reaction, slamming Pakistan for sheltering terror-
ists behind the horrific 26/11 Mumbai attack.

That India’s perception about Pakistan as a ter-
ror exporting country continues to be unchanged 
was made clear by External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishanakar recently. EAM drew a comparison 
between India’s IT (Information Technology) in-
dustry with that of the IT (international terrorism) 
industry of the “neighbouring” country. Jaishankar 
said just as India is an expert in information tech-
nology, “our neighbour is an expert in international 
terrorism”. Jaishankar’s strong remarks came just 
hours before Shah’s Baramulla terse statement in 
what should be viewed as a clear message to Paki-
stan that India has no plan to resume dialogue with 
it. The condition that Pakistan must take credible 
action against terrorists operating from its soil re-
mains unfulfilled. And, this is the clear message 
given by the Indian ministers not only to the Sharif 
regime but also to the entire global community that 
must step up pressure on Pakistan asking it to act 
against terrorists. So, no end to terrorism means no 
dialogue with Pakistan.

T. BRAJESH

perspective
DELHI’S BITTER DOSE

INDIA wILL 
CONTINUE TO gIvE 
PAK ‘TALKINg-TO’ 
INSTEAD Of  
TALKINg TO IT

The deleterious armed con-
flict annexed with the politics 
of abomination has not only 
affected the developmen-
tal niches of the children in 
Kashmir but has also led 
to intricate socio-cultural 
dimensions of this region. 
Every society is unique in 
its functioning, but conflict 
makes Kashmir more intrigu-
ing not for its quintessential 
landscapes but the impact 
of conflict on its denizens or 
shurree—the Kashmiri term 
for children. 

Childhood in Kashmir ei-
ther gets skipped or adults 
do not come out of this so-
cial construct and remain 
embedded and entrapped 
even after passing through 
psychological definitions of 
adulthood. The questions that 
children witness in Kashmir 
have an epistemological base 
in the adult world because 

they skip their childhood 
pleasures and plays. They 
confront the questions of kill-
ings and conflict intricacies of 
the adult world. They witness 
the questions of survival and 
existence. 

Children construct mean-
ing of the conflict through the 
processes of daily spectacles 
of violence, ongoing happen-
ings, curfew and lockdowns 
in Kashmir. They witness and 
experience sudden crack-
downs, cordon and search 
operations, and gun-battle 
and growing up in such a hor-
rendous atmosphere leads 
the children to become hard, 
silent and full of emotional 
residue. The children do not 
only witness and experience 
this conflict at the personal 
or individual level but they 
experience it at the family 
and school level as well. The 
parent-child relationship, 

teacher-child relationship 
and the total social fabric 
around them get influenced 
and destroyed.  

The children’s encounter 
with the forces, (including 
the army, paramilitary or 
police) hardly gives them 
any sense of belongingness 
or security. Firdous (name 
changed and ironically it 
means heaven )  was sitting 
in his house when he was 
picked up by the police for a 
“routine” enquiry. He and his 
friend Faisal were allegedly 
seen in the “video shoot” of 
the stone pelters though all in 
the video had covered faces. 
The onus to prove absence 
from the stone pelting site 
was now upon these kids. 
These two along with the 
other five were randomly 
picked and were kept naked 
in a four-by-four “room” for 
two days and the intervening 
night. Many policemen came 
in and practised hurling their 
best abuses and hitting them 
with a red plastic pipe (this 
won’t leave marks!); when the 
parents made a hue and cry 
they all were released without 
much ado. The parents were 
perplexed about whether 
to celebrate the “freedom” 
of their children or to com-
plain about the illegal and 
extra-judicial captivities of 
their children. 

A survey carried out by 

Jammu and Kashmir Coali-
tion of Civil Society in two dis-
tricts of Kashmir found that 
from 1989-2005, 292 children 
were killed because of vari-
ous conflict-related incidents. 
It was also highlighted that 
318 children were either 
killed or disappeared from 
2005-2017 in the Kashmir 
valley. In 2018, around 31 
children were killed in dif-
ferent incidents including 
an eight-month-old baby. 
In J&K, The NCRB also re-
ported 470 crime incidents 
in 2019 followed by 606 in 
2020, and then 845 in 2021 
against children. The steady 
rise in crime incidents against 
children can be understood 
in the context of the conflict-
crime nexus in Kashmir. Not 
only this, but the UN report 
on children released in June 
2022 also recorded the deten-
tion of 33 boys and killings 
of 34 children in Kashmir. 
These dismal statistics define 
the social space of Kashmiri 
children: the space which is 
surrounded by uncertainty 
and fear. In 2020, four-year-
old Nihaan was hit by a bul-
let during cross-firing. In the 
same year, a three-year-old 
kid sat on his grandfather’s 
dead body trying to wake 
him up but couldn’t. They 
were travelling in a car but 
got caught in cross-firing. 
Raffia also became a victim of 

decades-old conflict in 2022 
when she got injured by a gre-
nade blast, and many such in-
cidents define the social space 
of Kashmiri children.

The way Kashmiri children 
engage with the conflict in-
tricacies needs a rational 
and balanced socio-political 
approach in spite of locking 
them up in the dungeon. 
The killings, curfew nights, 
crackdowns, and hartals 
have not only structured their 
psyche but also their engage-
ment with the conflict. They 
construct, reconstruct and 
articulate meanings around 
their daily life events. The so-
cial events they witness make 
them active agents and think-
ing-making children. This is 
why C. Wright Mills finds the 
importance of the “Biography 
of an Individual in the milieu” 
and “history of a particular 
society” as determining fac-
tors in directing one’s future 
courses of action in a particu-
lar society.

Children have constructed 
the language of conflict. The 
words like curfew, lockdown, 
and encounter have been con-
structed and structured in ev-
ery child living in this region. 
We didn’t find a single child 
who is not acquainted with 
such terms. It depicts their 
social experiences embed-
ded and entrapped in conflict. 
The children in Kashmir see 

socio-political events as nor-
mal and evolve their morals 
around them. They get their 
responses and understand-
ing of the conflict from what 
Chitralekha Zutshi calls the 
“Kashmir narrative public” 
which means Kashmir nar-
rative tradition and the world 
within which social events 
circulate and are consumed. 

The conflicts exist external 
to us and are the product of 
our historical heritage and so-
cial milieu. When a child is 
born, there is nothing geneti-
cally inscribed and imbibed 
about how he or she should 
behave in certain kinds of 
social situations, whether 
they would pelt stones or 
not or whether they will be 
national or anti-national be-
ings, but over time and the 
contexts of social happenings 
direct these children to act in 
specific ways and the contexts 
for peace are hardly visible in 
the valley.  The responsibil-
ity is on all adult stakehold-
ers to understand childrens’ 
worldviews and provide them 
with different experiences to 
establish peace though they 
could not avert war in their 
own times.
Showkat Ahmad Mir is pursu-
ing PhD in the Department of 
Education, Central University 
of Himachal Pradesh. Navneet 
Sharma teaches in the Depart-
ment of Education, CUHP.

Conflict-crime nexus affects children in Kashmir

showkat ahmad mir and navneet sharma
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Delhi High Court judge Jus-
tice Dinesh Kumar Sharma 
has been appointed by the 
Central Government as the 
Presiding Officer of the Un-
lawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Tribunal which will be 
reviewing the ban imposed 
on the Popular Front of In-
dia (PFI) and the organisa-
tions affiliated.

On 28th February, 2022, 
Justice Sharma was ap-
pointed as a judge of the 
Delhi High Court, after be-
ing elevated from the Delhi 
Higher Judicial Service.

On September 28, the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
declared the PFI and its af-
filiates or associates or fronts 
as “unlawful associations” 
with immediate effect start-
ing for a period of 5 years 
in exercise of the powers 
provided under Section 3(1) 
of UAPA. However, citing 
links with terrorist organi-
zations and involvement in 
the terror acts, the Centre 
proscribed its affiliates Re-
hab India Foundation (RIF) 
and PFI, Campus Front of 
India (CFI), National Con-
federation of Human Rights 
Organization (NCHRO), All 
India Imams Council (AIIC), 
Junior Front, Empower In-
dia Foundation, National 
Women’s Front and Rehab 
Foundation, Kerala.

It is stated that as per 
Section 3 of the UAPA Act, 
where any association has 
been declared as unlawful, 

the Central Government 
shall, within thirty days 
from the date of the pub-
lication of the notification, 
while referring to the noti-
fication to the Tribunal for 
the purpose of adjudicating 
whether or not there is suffi-
cient cause for declaring the 
association as unlawful.

Adding to it, as per Sec-
tion 5 of the UAPA Tribunal 
should consist of one per-
son and the person should 
be a High Court judge. On 
receipt of the notification, 
the Tribunal will be call-
ing upon the affected asso-
ciation affected by notice in 
writing to show cause, with-
in thirty days from the date 
of the service of such notice, 
why the association should 

not be declared as unlawful.
Further, the notification of 

the Centre will have no effect 
until the Tribunal has con-
firmed the declaration and 
the order is published in the 
Official Gazette by an order 
made under Section 4.

As per the notification is-
sued by the Ministry of Law 
& Justice of appointing Jus-
tice Sharma and the time 
spent by him in performing 
the duties of the UAPA Tri-
bunal will count as “actual 
service” within the mean-
ing of para 11(b)(i) of Part 
D of the second schedule 
of the Constitution reading 
with Section 2(1)(c)(i) of the 
High Court Judges (Salaries 
and Conditions of Service) 
Act 1954.

AllAhAbAd high Court

Centre Appoints delhi hC 
Judge JustiCe dinesh KumAr 
shArmA As presiding offiCer 
of uApA tribunAl: pfi bAn
TDG NeTwork

in Court

The Supreme Court in the 
case Ashwani Kumar vs 
Union Of India And Ors. 
Ministry Of Social Justice 
and Empowerment Secre-
tary & Ors observed and has 
directed that all the States 
and Union Territories to 
furnish information on their 
existing schemes operating 
for the welfare of the elderly 
with respect of (i) Pension 
for the elderly, (ii) old age 
homes in each District and 
(iii) the level of geriatric care.

In the present case, the 
bench also asked the State 
and Union Territories to file 
the present status regard-
ing implementation of the 
Maintenance and Welfare of 
Parents and Senior Citizens 
Act and has asked them to 
furnish the information to 
the Advocate-on-Record of 
the Union of India and the 
Union shall thereafter file a 
revised status report within 
a period of one month. 

The Apex Court bench 
comprising of Justice An-
iruddha Bose and the Jus-
tice Sudhanshu Dhulia 
observed while hearing a pe-
tition filed under Article 32 
of the Constitution of India 
by former Union Law Min-
ister Dr. Ashwani Kumar 
regarding the enforcement 
of the rights of an elderly 
person.  

It was observed that the 

Supreme Court had ear-
lier in 2018 passed similar 
directions while passing a 
judgment in the matter. It 
was directed to Union of 
India for obtaining neces-
sary information from all 
the State Governments 
and the Union Territories 
about the number of old age 
homes and medical facilities 
and geriatric care facilities 
that are available to senior 
citizens in each district and 
file a status report, also the 
Union of India was directed 
to prepare a plan of action 
for giving publicity to the 
provisions of the MWP 
Act and for making senior 
citizens aware of the provi-
sions of the said Act and the 
statutory and constitutional 
rights of senior citizens.

Also, the court had di-
rected that the Government 
of India to issue appropri-
ate directions to the State 

Government for effective 
implementation of the 
MWP Act and also conduct 
a review for the purpose of 
monitoring the progress. It 
stated that the Government 
of India was also directed 
to revisit the schemes and 
overhaul them so that it may 
be more realistic.

The Court observed while 
passing the judgment and 
order in 2018 that there 
is a need to continuously 
monitor the progress in the 
implementation of the con-
stitutional mandate to make 
available to the elderly the 
right to live with dignity 
and to provide them with 
reasonable accommodation, 
the medical facilities and the 
geriatric care and had noted 
that focused and more vig-
orous efforts were needed 
in the case.
Accordingly, the matter 

was kept open by the court.

seeKing informAtion from 
stAtes/uts on old Age homes 
in eACh distriCt, pension for 
elderly & geriAtriC CAre: 
supreme Court
TDG NeTwork

The Supreme Court 
in the case Madhya 
Pradesh Jan Prakash 

Party versus Election Com-
mission of India observed 
and has recently dismissed 
a petition challenging the 
use of Electronic Voting 
Machines in the election 
process with a cost of Ru-
pees 50,000.

The Court observed while 
dismissing the petition filed 
by Madhya Pradesh Jan 
Prakash Party and stated 
that it appears that party 

which may not have got 
much recognition from the 
electorate now seeks recog-
nition by filing petitions.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul 
and Justice Abhay S Oka 
observed and has stated in 
the order that the election 
process under the repre-
sentation of the People Act, 
1951 is being monitored by 
a Constitutional Authority 
like the Election Commis-
sion. Thus, in our country, 
the Electronic Voting Ma-
chines (EVM) process has 
been utilized for decades 
now but periodically issues 

are sought to be raised and 
this is one such endeavour 
in the abstract.

The Court while observ-
ing that the filing of such 

petitions must be deterred, 
the bench imposed costs of 
Rs.50,000 on the petitioner 
and which was being direct-
ed to be deposited with Su-

preme Court Group-C (Non-
Clerical), the Employees 
Welfare Association within 
a period of four weeks.

polls & promises

Supreme Court Dismisses Plea Against 
EVM: ‘Party Without Recognition From 
Electorate Seeking Recognition By 
Filling Petitions’
TDG NeTwork

The bench comprising of Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul and 
Justice Abhay S Oka observed and has stated in the order that 
the election process under the representation of the People 
Act, 1951 is being monitored by a Constitutional Authority 
like the Election Commission. Thus, in our country, the 
Electronic Voting Machines (EVM) process has been utilized 
for decades now but periodically issues are sought to be 
raised and this is one such endeavour in the abstract.

The Central Government in the case 
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay versus 
Union of India observed and has pro-
posed to submit before the Supreme 
Court a model builder-buyer agree-
ment with mandatory clauses which 
cannot be altered by the Union Ter-
ritories or the States.

Before the Court, Additional So-
licitor General Aiswharya Bhati 
and amicus curiae Devashish Bha-
ruka submitted that the Court that 
the model agreement will have Part 
A which will have core clauses with 
the mandatory provisions of the 
Real Estate (Regulation and Devel-
opment) Act 2016 for the purpose of 
protection of the home buyers and 
the Part B which will contain ad-
ditional clauses as per the require-
ments of the individual UTs /States. 
Thereafter, these additional clauses 
will not be contrary to or dilute in 
any manner the clauses in Part ‘A’.

The bench comprising of Justice DY 
Chandrachud and the Justice Hima 
Kohli observed and has posted the 
matter for further consideration on 
November 28, while taking the note 
of these submissions.

It stated that the development hap-
pened in the PIL filed by Ashwini 
Upadhyay seeking a model builder-
buyer agreement. Earlier, it was ob-
served by the Supreme Court that a 
model agreement was necessary to 
protect the interests of home buyers 
and had asked the Union to frame a 
model agreement after taking inputs 
from the States. Later, it was asked 

by Court to the Union to scrutinize 
the rules framed by the States under 
RERA to ascertain if essential norms 
have been incorporated.

Further, it was observed that on 
September 30, the following States 
have not submitted their responses:

(i)Andhra Pradesh; (ii) Gu-
jarat; (iii) Chhattisgarh; (iv) 
Jharkhand;(v) Madhya Pradesh;(vi) 
Maharashtra;(vii) Manipur;(viii) 
Mizoram;(ix) Odisha;(x) West Ben-
gal; and (xi) Uttar Pradesh.

On the other hand, the response 

has been filled by the thirteen States 
and two Union Territories. 

Thus, the States which have not 
filed their responses were directed 
to do so positively within a period 
of four weeks and failing which the 
Principal Secretaries of the State 
Government in the Ministry of Af-
fairs/Urban Development shall 
personally remain present before 
the Court on the next date of hear-
ing and to explain as to why they 
should have not been proceeded 
with under the coercive arm of the 
law created.

The court was informed by the 
Haryana and Maharashtra wings 
of the Confederation of Real Estate 
Developers Associations of India 
(CREDAI) that they will give their 
responses.

supreme Court

Centre proposes to submit before 
Supreme Court a model builder-
buyer agreement with mandatory 
RERA clauses
TDG NeTwork

It stated that the development happened in the 
PIL filed by Ashwini Upadhyay seeking a model 
builder-buyer agreement. Earlier, it was observed 
by the Supreme Court that a model agreement 
was necessary to protect the interests of home 
buyers and had asked the Union to frame a model 
agreement after taking inputs from the States.
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Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi addressed 
the IAS officers of the 

2020 batch in the conclud-
ing session of the Assistant 
Secretary Programme, 2022 
at Sushma Swaraj Bhawan in 
New Delhi earlier today. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Prime Minister said that the 
officers have got the oppor-
tunity to serve the country 
during the Amrit Kaal and 
help realise the Panch Pran. 
He said that Officers have a 
key role in ensuring that the 
target of a developed India is 
achieved in Amrit Kaal. He 
highlighted the significance 
of out-of-box thinking and 
adopting a holistic approach 
in their endeavours. He cited 
the example of PM GatiShak-
ti Master Plan for showcas-
ing the significance of such a  
holistic approach. 

Prime Minister discussed 
the importance of innova-
tion and how it has become 
a collective effort and part of 
work culture in the country. 
He talked about the Start-
up India scheme and how 
the number of startups in 
the country has witnessed 
a significant jump in the last 
few years. He noted that this 
has been made possible due 
to several Ministries coming 
together and working as a 
team through a ‘whole of 
government’ approach. 

Prime Minister mentioned 
how the focus of the gover-
nance has shifted outside 
Delhi, to all regions of the 
country. He gave examples 
of how important schemes 
are now being started from 
places outside Delhi. Prime 
Minister suggested the offi-
cers develop an understand-
ing of the local culture of the 

area of work and strengthen 
their connection with local 
people at the ground level. 
He asked them to focus on 
One District One Product 
and explore the opportuni-
ties of exporting products of 
their district. He also asked 
the officers to prepare their 
action plan for the Aspira-
tional Districts Program. 
Speaking about MGNREGA, 
Prime Minister spoke about 
implementing the scheme in 
a more effective manner. He 
also underlined about the 
significance of Jan Bhagi-
dari spirit and said that this 
approach can play a key role 
in tackling malnutrition. 

Highlighting the success 
of Jan Dhan Yojana earlier, 

Prime Minister talked about 
the importance of digital 
economy and exhorted the 
officers to try to connect 
people across villages with 
digital economy and UPI. 
Further, underscoring the 
importance of service to the 
nation, Prime Minister talk-
ed about the significance of 
performing one’s duties, add-
ing that the mentality of ‘Raj-
path’ has now changed to the 
sentiment of ‘Kartavya Path’. 

During the programme, 
eight presentations were giv-
en by the Assistant Secretar-
ies to the Prime Minister. The 
topics of these presentations 
included Poshan Tracker: 
tool for improved monitor-
ing of Poshan Abhiyaan;  

Enabling multi-lingual voice 
based digital access through 
Bhashini; Corporate data 
management; Matribhoomi 
Geoportal - Integrated Na-
tional Geoportal of India for 
Governance; Tourism poten-
tial of  Border Roads Organ-
isation (BRO), Changing the 
face of post offices through 
India Post Payments Bank 
(IPPB), Development of 
coastal fisheries through ar-
tificial structures like reefs; 
and Compressed biogas - 
fuel for future. This year, a 
total 175 IAS Officers of 2020 
batch have been posted as 
Assistant Secretaries in 63 
Ministries/Departments of 
Government of India from 
11.07.2022 to 07.10.2022.

Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry, Con-
sumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution and 
Textiles, Piyush Goyal to-
day asked the Quality Coun-
cil of India (QCI) to strive to 
bring about convergence of 
all the various quality and 
standards organizations 
in the country so that they 
may work in tandem to-
wards building a world-
class quality system in India 
and make quality a national 
mission. He was addressing 
the gathering at the Silver 
Jubilee Celebration of QCI 
in New Delhi today. With 
the motto ‘Gunnwatta se 
Atmanirbharta’, the event 
commemorated the efforts 
made by QCI in its pursuit 
of delivering quality of ser-
vices, products, and lives.

“Convergence will also 
help us scale up absorption 
of quality standards, help 
us take the national quality 
mission to every citizen and 
every business in the country 
so that the business environ-
ment, the investment envi-
ronment that we have been 
able to create in the country 
can grow from strength to 
strength and help India be-
come a developed nation by 
2047”, Goyal said. He also 
urged QCI to help align In-
dia with international quality 
standards.

Other dignitaries in atten-
dance at the event included 
Shri Amitabh Kant, India’s 
Sherpa to the G20, Shri 
Anurag Jain, Secretary, De-
partment for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade 
(DPIIT), Shri Anil Agrawal, 
Additional Secretary, DPI-
IT, Adil Zainulbhai, Chair-
person, QCI and Capacity 
Building Commission and 
Secretary General of QCI, 
Dr. Ravi P. Singh.

Goyal emphasized that 

quality will define brand In-
dia in the time to come. He 
observed that quality never 
comes at a cost but saved costs 
and improved productivity. 
He urged the citizens of the 
nation to imbibe the determi-
nation to do everything they 
do in a better, more efficient, 
more cost effective, more 
useful and more measur-
able manner. “The culture of 
quality has to be ingrained in 
the nation if it is to become a 
developed country by 2047. 
This idea of quality can truly 
transform this country faster 
than anything else”, the Min-
ister added.

The Minister spoke of the 
Panch Pran articulated by 
Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi as India celebrated 
75 years of independence and 
said that PM Modi wanted 
India to change its mindset, 
remove the historical baggage 
of colonialism, become more 
confident, more self-reliant 
and bolder in our ambitions 
to plan for India being a de-
veloped nation by 2047. 

The Minister said that PM 

wanted India to be proud of 
its history, culture, heritage 
and traditions which held a 
lot of lessons capable of help-
ing India progress as a society. 
He said that we must be very 
proud of the thread of unity 
that binds us amidst great 
diversity. He asked that we 
perform our duties towards 
fellow citizens and the nation 
with ‘kartavya bhavna’. The 
Minister highlighted that 
commitment to quality was 
a virtue that would transcend 
every single one of the Panch 
Pran, a virtue that would help 
us achieve all the five vows 
faster and smarter. 

He applauded QCI for 
bringing quality conscious-
ness into the entire coal 
ecosystem and said that this 
initiative of QCI has been in 
the spirit of national service 
because it transformed the 
way coal industry perceived 
quality. He opined that prior 
to 2014, there was significant 
gap in the price paid and the 
quality of coal received due to 
lack of adherence to quality 
standards. He noted that once 

QCI stepped in and started 
undertaking initiatives like 
third party sampling of coal, 
there was transformative 
improvement in quality in 
the sector. 

Goyal noted that Food 
Corporation of India’s (FCI) 
commitment to quality had 
resulted in better quality food 
grains reaching consumers 
who were mostly under-
privileged. Shri Goyal also 
highlighted that the process 
of distribution of these food 
grains was now completely 
technology enabled using 
biometrics and said that un-
der One Nation One Ration 
Card (ONORC), beneficia-
ries could pick up their food 
from anywhere in the nation. 
“The entitlement is transpar-
ent, the delivery is transpar-
ent and all of this happens 
through a quality-assured 
process”, Shri Goyal said. 

The Minister also applaud-
ed the role played by QCI in 
the One District One Product 
(ODOP) initiative   to encour-
age products from remote ar-
eas to find markets in India 
and abroad. He said that QCI 
was helping the Commerce 
Ministry introduce the con-
cept of quality in remote parts 
of the country so that prod-
ucts from these areas also 
become acceptable in Indian 
and international markets. 
He added that QCI had also 
contributed significantly in 
the GI tagging initiative and 
in completing the Swacch 
Surveykshan. Shri Goyal 
also appreciated the QCI for 
helping bring quality con-
sciousness at storage points 
in various warehouses of 
FCI, the Central Warehous-
ing Corporation (CWC) and 
different states. 

Goyal pointed out that QCI 
had played a leadership role 
in the initiative of the Open 
Network for Digital Com-
merce (ONDC). 

Fake news” is the catch 
p h r a s e  o f  t h e  d a y ! 
Fake news  is  a  genus 
of “yellow” or “synthetic” 
journalism that encapsu-
lates deliberate disinfor-
mation  or  hoaxes  spread 
via conventional print and 
broadcast news media or 
online social media.  In Feb-
ruary, 2018, the BBC defined 
fake news as “false informa-
tion distributed deliberately, 
usually for political or com-
mercial purposes”. Fake 
news, although a term of 
fairly recent origin, has pre-
vailed since time immemo-
rial. In the 13th century BC, 
the mighty Egyptian Pha-

raoh Ramesses II, popularly 
known as “Ramesses the 
Great” consciously spread 
fake news portraying the 
Battle of Kadesh, the earliest 
pitched battle fought in hu-
man history in 1274 BC, as a 
decisive victory for the Egyp-
tians against the Hittites of 
Anatolia (modern day Tur-
key) in the city of Kadesh, a 
bustling trading centre in the 
ancient world. And on 26th 
March, 1475, Easter Sunday, 
a Franciscan preacher, Ber-
nardino da Feltre, gave a se-
ries of sermons in Trent, It-
aly, claiming that the Jewish 
community had murdered 
a two-and-a-half-year-old 
Christian infant named Si-
monin and had drained his 
blood and consumed it to 
celebrate Passover, a major 
Jewish holiday that com-
memorates the exodus of 
the Israelites from slavery in 
Egypt. The fake news spread 
like wild fire and the Prince-
Bishop of Trent Johannes 
IV Hinderbach ordered the 
city’s entire Jewish popula-
tion to be forthwith arrested 
and tortured. Lamentably, 

fifteen of them were pro-
nounced guilty and merci-
lessly burned at the stake! 
Pope Sixtus IV (who pa-
tronised the construction 
of the Sistine Chapel and 
the creation of the Vatican 
Apostolic Library!), made a 
heroic but abortive effort to 
stamp out the news which 
had spiralled out of control. 
The popular fervency boost-
ing these anti-semitic “blood 
libel” legends made it nigh 
impossible for the papacy 
to take any punitive action 
against Hinderbach, who 
eventually went on to defi-
antly canonize “Little Martyr 
Simon” as a Saint, crediting 
him with a hundred mira-
cles. The Nazis scrupulously 
resurrected the fake news set 
afloat in Trent as a malicious 
“Goebbelsian” propaganda 
weapon against the Jews in 
the spine chilling Holocaust.

Fake news in India has had 
a deleterious effect on our 
nation’s unity and integrity 
leading to multiple episodes 
of violence between castes 
and religions and has in-
terfered with robust public 
policies. It has often spread 
through the smartphone 
instant messenger What-
sApp, having presently 487 
million monthly active users 
in the country. The Supreme 
Court of India has taken a 
very grave view of the in-
discriminate spread of fake 
news. On 17th July, 2018, a 
panel headed by the former 

Chief Justice of India Dipak 
Misra recommended that 
Parliament pass a new “spe-
cial law” that would instil 
fear in would-be attackers 
and demanded that the po-
lice take immediate steps to 
investigate and curb the dis-
semination of “irresponsible 
and explosive” messages and 
videos that could incite mob 
violence and lynchings. On 
14th November,2019, the 
Supreme Court summarily 
rejected a batch of review 
petitions in the contentious 
Rafale fighter jets matter. 
What has now most regret-
tably come to light is that the 
wholly unwarranted stand 
of the opposition led by the 
Indian National Congress 
Party under the stewardship 
of its then President Rahul 
Gandhi (who is presently 
spearheading a highly pub-
licised nationwide political 
marathon!), was singularly 
influenced by deviously 
contrived fake news (pre-
sumably not of Gandhi’s 
own making!) calculated to 
disparage the Prime Min-
ister of India and his Gov-
ernment. Such fake news 
not only induced Gandhi to 
make the highly defamatory 
remark “Chowkidar Chor 
Hai” but perfidiously ascribe 
such remark to the Supreme 
Court. Significantly, on 8th 
May, 2019, Gandhi grace-
fully tendered an uncon-
ditional apology to the Su-
preme Court for wrongfully 

attributing the offending 
phrase to the court and the 
court took specific note of 
his apology whilst dropping 
the contempt proceedings 
against him in the Rafale 
case on 14th November, 2019. 
The Supreme Court on 2nd 
September,2021, expressed 
grave concern over the pro-
liferation of fake news in 
the absence of a regulatory 
mechanism and asked the 
Centre if it was “really seri-
ous” about fixing account-
ability on web portals and 
other media to check the 
menace.

In a recent study pub-
lished in the peer-reviewed 
academic journal Ameri-
can Behavioral Scientist, 
researchers from the Penn-
sylvania State University in 
the US, including Professor 
S.Shyam Sundar, have iden-
tified seven types of fake 
news, an advance that could 
help better spot misinfor-
mation, and create technol-
ogy that can automatically 
detect misleading content. 
They have narrowed down 
myriad examples of fake 
news to seven basic cat-
egories, namely false news, 
polarised content, satire, 
misreporting, commentary, 
persuasive information and 
citizen journalism.

The Government has taken 
a serious note of rising inci-
dences of fake news on social 
media and digital platforms 
and has decided to set up a 

fact-checking module under 
the Ministry of Information 
& Broadcasting to identify 
such areas and take cor-
rective action. The govern-
ment’s FACT Check module 
is tasked to work on 4 prin-
ciples of find, assess, create 
and target which will involve 
round the clock monitoring 
of online news sources and 
social media posts. 

The social media platforms 
cannot remain innocent by-
standers to the spread of “ir-
responsible and explosive 
messages” or evade their 
responsibilities. The focus 
must not just be on messag-
ing platforms but also on 
search engines like Google. 
Intermediaries and search 
engines should do much 
more and publish what they 
are doing to counter the ir-
repressible spread of fake 
news. On 16th July, 2022, the 
Union Information & Broad-
casting Minister Anurag 
Thakur urged the Govern-
ment’s communicators to be 
agile and adaptable to take 
up challenges such as fake 
news. And on 26th Septem-
ber, 2022, Thakur revealed 
that the Government had 
blocked 45 videos and 10 
YouTube channels for air-
ing fake news with intent 
to spread religious hatred. 
The Minister asserted that 
these channels were work-
ing against the interest of 
the country by spreading 
fake news to spoil India’s 

relationship with friendly 
nations.

As our economy and lives 
digitise increasingly, there 
is an imperative need for 
greater understanding of 
the do’s and don’ts and the 
laws governing the conduct 
of participants. This needs 
to be carried out by the apps 
and platforms in conjunc-
tion with the Government to 
usher in a “realistic world”. 
Platforms and intermedi-
aries need to comply with 
data access demands legally 
made by our security agen-
cies. Our law enforcement 
agencies need to detect and 
prosecute spam farms and 
those who are responsible 
for spreading content that 
foments crimes and hatred. 
The cyberspace is replete 
with criminals and law-
breakers. To make matters 
worse, bots without human 
supervision are capable of 
effortlessly spreading fake 
news to millions of people 
around the world. Our en-
forcement of laws needs to 
become more tenacious and 
the prosecution of even a few 
offenders would send a stern 
message of deterrence to oth-
ers. Technology is meant for 
the public good. But then 
technology is a double-edged 
sword and the celebrated 
Norwegian historian and 
political scientist Christian 
Lous Lange aptly observed, 
“Technology is a useful ser-
vant but a dangerous mas-

ter.” So when technology is 
used with the intention to 
harm, the Government and 
intermediaries must close 
ranks and act unitedly to 
ensure that our country, our 
democracy and our way of 
life do not fall a hapless prey 
to pernicious ill winds that 
blow no good. 

BRIEF NOTE ON THE 
AUTHOR
The author is an internationally 
reputed senior lawyer practising 
in the Supreme Court of India 
and various High Courts and 
Tribunals in India. He has been 
closely associated with some 
of the topmost Indian corpo-
rates like Tata Sons Ltd., Tata 
Consultancy Services Lt., Tata 
Steel Ltd., Reliance Industries 
Ltd., ITC Ltd., ICI India Ltd. 
and Hindustan Unilever Ltd. 
as a lawyer and advisor. He 
addressed a select gathering of 
MPs and other eminent persons 
in the House of Lords in Febru-
ary,2009 and was awarded 
the prestigious “Ambassador of 
Peace Award”. In April,2009, 
he was also invited to the House 
of  Commons. He was also in-
vited by Chatham House and by 
the Universal Peace Federation 
in London several times. He is 
an avid debater, public speaker, 
writer, broadcaster, telecaster, 
artist, painter, sculptor, music 
critic and filmmaker. He is also 
an indefatigable lover of western 
classical music and has one of 
the largest private collections of 
western classical music in India.

PM addresses Ias offIcers of 
2020 batch In the concludIng 
sessIon of assIstant secretary 
PrograMMe, 2022

Quality will define brand India 
in the time to come: Piyush 
Goyal 

Fake news and the legal angle

Meet econoMy

MedIa & law
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•   Commerce Minister urges Quality Council of India 
(QCI) to bring about convergence of all quality and 
standards organizations in the country to make qual-
ity a national mission

•   Asks QCI to strive to align India with international 
quality standards

•   The culture of quality has to be ingrained in the nation 
for it to be a developed country by 2047:Piyush Goyal

•   PM discussed how the government is working as a team with a ‘whole of government’ 
approach 

•   PM highlighted significance of out-of-box thinking, holistic approach and Jan Bhagi-
dari spirit 

•   Officers have a key role in ensuring that the target of a developed India is achieved in 
Amrit Kaal: PM 

•   PM asked Officers to focus on One District One Product and Aspirational Districts 
Programme 

•   Highlighting success of Jan Dhan Yojana earlier, PM exhorted Officers to work 
towards ensuring that people across villages are connected through digital economy 
and UPI 

•   The mentality of ‘Rajpath’ has now changed to the sentiment of ‘Kartavya Path’: PM



The White  House  on 
Wednesday (local time) ex-
pressed disappointment over 
the announcement of a cut in 
oil production quotas by Or-
ganization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
and its allies.

Criticizing the move by 
OPEC+ on cuts, the Biden ad-
ministration said that it was 
a “short-sighted decision”. 
White House spokesperson 
Karine Jean-Pierre accused 
OPEC+ of “aligning with 
Russia”.

The White House said in a 
statement from national secu-
rity adviser Jake Sullivan and 
National Economic Council 
Director Brian Deese that “the 
president is disappointed by 
the shortsighted decision 
by OPEC+ to cut produc-
tion quotas while the global 
economy is dealing with the 
continued negative impact of 
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine.”

Earlier in the day, mem-
bers of OPEC+ said that they 
would cut November produc-

tion quotas by two million 
barrels per day, citing the 
“uncertainty that surrounds 
the global economic and oil 
market outlooks.”

“We (OPEC+) are here 
to stay as a moderating 
force, to bring about sta-
bility,” Saudi Arabian en-
ergy minister Abdulaziz 
bin Salman Al Saud said 
during a news conference.  
An OPEC+ memo outlining 
cuts shows that Saudi Ara-
bia and Russia will make the 
biggest individual reductions 
of the 19 countries doing so, 
lowering output by 526,000 
monthly barrels a piece.

The White House warned 
that OPEC’s move would 
“have the most negative 
impact on lower-and mid-
dle-income countries that 
are already reeling from 
elevated energy prices.”  
The White House also said 
that President Biden has 
directed the Department 
of Energy to release an-
other 10 million oil barrels 
from the country’s Strate-
gic Petroleum Reserve next 
month, signalling the ad-
ministration’s effort to keep 
gas prices low for another 
month until the crucial mid-
terms.
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with 3 astronauts

spaceX blasts off 
for international 
space station
TDG NETWORK
Florida 

Billionaire tycoon Elon Musk-led Space X blasted off from 
Florida on Wednesday and headed for the International 
Space Station.

The mission included a Russian cosmonaut, a Japanese and 
two American astronauts. A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket carry-
ing the company’s Dragon spacecraft is launched on NASA’s 
SpaceX Crew-5 mission to the International Space Station 
with NASA astronauts Nicole Mann and Josh Cassada, Ja-
pan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) astronaut Koichi 
Wakata, and Roscosmos cosmonaut Anna Kikina onboard 
on October 5 at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in Florida, 
according to the press statement released by NASA.

NASA’s SpaceX Crew-5 is the fifth mission of the 
SpaceX Dragon spacecraft and Falcon 9 rocket to the 
ISS as part of the agency’s Commercial Crew Program.  
The crew members assigned to NASA’s SpaceX Crew-5 mis-
sion are in orbit now. The international crew will serve as the 
agency’s fifth commercial crew rotation mission with SpaceX 
aboard the orbital laboratory.

A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket propelled the Dragon Endur-
ance spacecraft into orbit, carrying NASA astronauts Nicole 
Mann, as mission commander, and Josh Cassada, as pilot. A 
statement said, “Wakata and Kikina, also aboard the Dragon, 
will serve as mission specialists for their science expedition in 
microgravity aboard the space station”. Dragon will dock au-
tonomously to the space-facing port of the station’s Harmony 
module around 4:57 p.m. Thursday, 6 October.  NASA Televi-
sion, the NASA app, and the agency’s website will provide live 
coverage of docking and hatch opening.

North Korea launched 
another ballistic 
missile on Thursday 

toward its eastern waters, 
agencies reported. 

This comes just two days 
after North Korea fired an 
intermediate-range mis-
sile over Japan for the first 
time in five years. “While 
strengthening our monitor-
ing and vigilance, our mili-
tary is maintaining a full 
readiness posture in close 
cooperation with the United 
States,” the JCS said in a 
statement. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff 
(JCS) said it detected the 

launches from the Sam-
sok area in Pyongyang 
between 6:01 am and 6:23 
am (local time). It did not 
provide other details. 

The US and South Korea 
launched four missiles off 
the east coast of the Korean 
Peninsula on Wednesday 
morning, in response to 

North Korea’s test launch of 
a ballistic missile over Japan.

This test was the allies’ sec-
ond exercise within 24 hours.  
Earlier, on Tuesday, the US 
and South Korea initially re-
sponded to the launch with a 
precision bombing exercise.  
This involved a South Korean 
F-15K fighter jet firing two 
air-to-surface munitions at 
a virtual target in a firing 
range west of the Korean 
Peninsula,  as per the South 
Korean joint chiefs. 

“Through the combined 
flight of the air strike pack-
age and precision strike 
drills, South Korea and the 
United States demonstrated 
their will to respond sternly 
to any Northern threats as 

well as their capabilities to 
conduct a precision strike 
at the origin of provocations 
based on the alliance’s over-
whelming forces,” the JCS 
said in a press release.

Meanwhile, Tuesday’s 
missile launch was the 
first such missile launch in 
years, prompting a warn-
ing for residents to take 
cover in northern Japan. 
Last week, North Korea fired 
missiles in an apparent pro-
test against joint naval drills 
involving the United States 
and South Korea. Under the 
Kim Jong-un regime, North 
Korea this year has tested a 
record number of missiles 
as it expands its weapons 
arsenal.

going ballistic

north Korea fires another 
missile towards sea: report
TDG NETWORK
Seoul

The latest missile launch comes just two days after North Korea 
fired an intermediate-range missile over Japan for the first time 
in five years.

Karine Jean-Pierre issuing a statement at the White House.

File photo of a Space X rocket launch.

Sajid Mir

Iranian government closed the Gabd-Rimdan border with 
Pakistan following deadly clashes between Iran’s secu-
rity forces and its Baloch people in Zahedan, the capital of 
Iran’s Sistan and Balochistan Provinces.

The border demarcates Gabd in Pakistan’s Balochistan 
and Rimdan in Iran’s Sistan province. Iran had closed the 
crossing point after armed clashes between its security 
forces and Iranian Baloch people in Zahedan, where “hun-
dreds of people were killed and several others injured.” 
“The Gabd crossing gate was closed for an indefinite pe-
riod for pilgrims and trade,” Iranian officials said.

At least 63 people were killed last week when Iranian se-
curity forces “bloodily suppressed” a protest in the city of 
Zahedan, a Norway-based Iran Human Rights (IHR) NGO 
was quoted as saying.

Iranian forces  a lso  suf fered casual t ies ,  in-
cluding two senior intel l igence commanders.   
According to the rights group, the clashes started after re-
ports of a police chief in the port city of Chabahar (in Sistan 
and Baluchestan province) allegedly raping a 15-year-old 
girl. Reports added that after the news spread, deadly clash-
es broke out in Zahedan, the capital of the province, which 
is home to the Baluch ethnic minority that largely adheres 
to Sunni Islam in predominantly Shiite Iran, reports added. 
The incident occurs against the backdrop of nationwide 
protests following the death of Mahsa Amini by morality 
police.

gabd-rimdan border

Iran closes border 
crossing with 
Pakistan amid 
deadly clashes
TDG NETWORK
iSlamabad 

Without naming China and Russia, the United States on 
Wednesday (local time) accused “two permanent members” 
of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) of helping 
North Korea by protecting Pyongyang from attempts to 
strengthen UNSC sanctions imposed over its nuclear weap-
ons and ballistic missile programs.

“The DPRK (North Korea) has enjoyed blanket protection 
from two members of this council,” US Ambassador to the 
United Nations, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, said at the UN. 
The 15-member United Nations Security Council met on 
Wednesday after North Korea test-fired a ballistic missile 
on Tuesday that soared over Japan for the first time in five 
years and prompting a warning for residents there to take 
cover.

The White House said that both Biden and Kishida con-
firmed that they would continue to closely coordinate their 
immediate and longer-term response bilaterally, trilaterally 
with the Republic of Korea, and with the international com-
munity. 

“They confirmed they would continue to closely coordi-
nate their immediate and longer-term response bilaterally, 
trilaterally with the Republic of Korea, and with the interna-
tional community. The leaders discussed the importance of 
immediate return and resolution of the cases of Japanese cit-
izens abducted by the DPRK and resolved to continue every 
effort to limit the DPRK’s ability to support its unlawful bal-
listic missile and weapons of mass destruction programs,” 
the statement added. 

Apart from US, India has also condemned the missile 
launches, saying it disturbs peace and security in the region 
and beyond. 

nuclear sanctions

US accuses ‘two 
permanent UNSC 
members’ of aiding 
North Korea
TDG NETWORK
New York

‘u.s. disappointed’

White House says OPEC+ 
‘aligning’ with Russia over 
oil production cuts

wanted terrorist

Pakistan’s duplicity on 
LeT terrorist Sajid Mir 
continues: Report

Pakistan continues to pro-
tect Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) 
terrorist Sajid Mir through 
a maze of red herrings to 
escape the noose of FATF’s 
greylist, according to an in-
dependent Geo-politik blog. 

“This duplicitous game 
came to light in July this year 
when the US found out that 
Pakistan had approached 
the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation (FBI) for Mutual 
Legal Assistance and not the 
US Department of Justice 
which had declared Mir as a 
global terrorist in 2011,” the 
Geo-politik blog stated.

Sajid Mir, one of India’s 
most wanted terrorists, is 
wanted for his involvement 
in the 2008 terrorist attacks 
in Mumbai. 

According to FBI’s website 
“Beginning on November 
26, 2008, and continuing 
through November 29, 2008, 
ten attackers trained by the 
Pakistan-based foreign ter-
rorist organization Lashkar-

e-Tayyiba (LeT) carried out a 
series of coordinated attacks 
against multiple targets in 
Mumbai, including hotels, 
cafes, and a train station, 
killing approximately 170 
people. Six Americans were 
killed during the three-day 
attacks.” 

Mir reportedly served 
as the chief planner of the 
attacks, directing prepa-
rations and reconnais-
sance, and was one of the 
Pakistan-based control-
lers during the attacks. 
Shortly after the harrowing 
attack, CIA Station Chief 

met ISI Analysis Director-
ate Major General Akhtar 
and presented him with 
charts and communication 
intercepts that proved con-
clusively that the attack was 
carried out from Pakistan 
and had clear support from 
the ISI.

“Akhtar denied any role in 
the attack. A similar stand 
was taken by General Ash-
faq Kayani a few days later,” 
according to Geo-politik. In 
the years that followed, Pak-
istan continued to deny any 
hand in the Mumbai attack. 
They even attempted to pro-
tect Sajid Mir’s identity, as 
well as his role, in the attack. 
Earlier in April this year, Sa-
jid Mir was quietly arrested 
in Punjab province and 
was awarded 15 years in jail 
term by a Pakistan court.  
Mir, 44, was sentenced by 
an Anti-terrorism court 
in Lahore this month after 
convicting him in a terror-
financing case. He was also 
fined Pkr 4,20,000 and is 
currently serving sentence 
in Kot Lakhpat jail. 

in custody

rape-accused nepali cricKeter undergoes 
checK-up, to be presented before court

Nepal’s rape-accused crick-
eter Sandeep Lamichhane un-
derwent a medical check-up 
after being detained upon his 
arrival at Tribhuwan Interna-
tional Airport in the capital, 
Kathmandu, and will now be 
presented before the court on 
Sunday.

The plane carrying Sand-
eep, accused of raping a mi-
nor, landed 45 minutes late 
due to bad weather. Lamich-
hane flew to Kathmandu via 
Qatar Airways flight and was 
detained at the immigration 
desk as he was already on a 
blacklist, subjecting him to 
immediate arrest.

Donned in white joggers, a 

black mask, and a cap with 
a Jordan sign on it, the for-
mer Nepali national cricket 
team captain walked out of 
the airport handcuffed, sur-
rounded by police personnel.  
“He has been arrested at 
the airport upon his arrival. 
Medical tests were done and 
he would be interrogated 
today itself. He is currently 
being kept at Gaushala Po-
lice Station but has chances 
of being transferred to other 
places depending on the situa-
tion,” Dinesh Raj Mainali, Su-
perintendent District Police 
Range, Kathmandu said.

Lamichhane will remain 
in custody till Sunday as 
the courts across Nepal are 
closed till Saturday as the 
festive season is going on 

in the Himalayan nation.  
A girl, 17, filed a case alleging 
that Lamichhane took her to 
various places in Kathmandu 
and Bhaktapur all day on Au-
gust 21 and brought her to a 
hotel in Sinamangal, Kath-
mandu, where she was raped 
the same night. A diffusion 
notice was issued by INTER-
POL (International Criminal 
Police Organization) as he was 
on large with his location 
unknown since the registra-
tion of the case against him.  
The Kathmandu District 
Court also issued an arrest 
warrant against him over 
the case  along with the Im-
migration Department of the 
Himalayan Nation blacklist-
ing him.

Within 25 days of his formal 

arrest, the case is required to 
be registered with the court 
via the District Attorney’s Of-
fice. The police would further 
conduct the investigation and 
then submit its report to the 
attorney’s office, and then a 
formal case would be regis-
tered at the court once the 
report states that the events 
mentioned in the complaint 
and the police investigation 
match. 

The Police have initiated 
an investigation under the 
National Penal (Code) Act, 
2017’s Section 219. Last year, 
leg spinner Lamichhane was 
appointed as the captain of 
the Nepal cricket team. He 
formerly captained the Ne-
pal Under-19 side first in 2016 
during the Asia Cup.
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top of the day

16 Killed in nepal 
bus accident
kathmaNdu: at least 16 
people died in a bus ac-
cident in the bara district 
of Southern Nepal along 
the east-west highway 
on thursday. the accident 
took place during the 
morning hours when the 
bus , en route to Pathlaiya 
of bara from Narayangadh 
of Chitwan crashed near 
tin Number Pul along 
the east-west highway. 
over two dozen people 
were injured in the ac-
cident. “12 succumbed to 
injuries during treatment 
at the hetauda hospital in 
makwanpur district, while 
two died at Chure hill 
hospital and one each at 
makwanpur hospital and 
Chitwan. an additional 24 
people have been injured.

three stabbed 
near liverpool 
street station
loNdoN: three people 
were stabbed at bishops-
gate, near liverpool Street 
Station, in central london; 
however, the case is not 
being treated as terror-
related, said london 
police. the police received 
the information about the 
incident at 9:46 am (local 
time).  the victims were 
taken by london ambu-
lance Service to a nearby 
hospital to for treatment. 

“we received reports of 
three stabbings & a 
person pushed to the floor 
on bishopsgate at 9.46 am 
& officers arrived at the 
scene at 9.51 am. three 
victims were taken by lon-
don ambulance Service 
to a nearby hospital to be 
treated. this is an ongoing 
situation, but is not being 
treated as terror-related,” 
the City of london Police 
said in a tweet.

2 paK soldiers, 
7 militants 
Killed in Khyber 
paKhtunKhwa
iSlamabad: two Paki-
stani soldiers, including 
seven militants, were 
killed in Pakistan’s khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa in two 
separate incidents. in the 
first incident, Pakistani 
soldiers retaliated the fir-
ing at the convoy and killed 
three militants. during the 
intense exchange of fire, a 
Pakistani soldier muham-
mad Pannah of Pak army, 
30, resident of Jaffarabad 
district, and Frontier Con-
stabulary’s Sepoy Shamas 
ullah, 36, resident of 
South waziristan district, 
were killed. meanwhile, 
security troops after track-
ing down the movement 
of the militants tank area, 
engaged in a combat and 
killed four terrorists.

netanyahu 
released after 
hospitalisation
tel aviv: Former israeli 
Prime minister benjamin 
Netanyahu was released 
from a medical centre 
in the city of Jerusalem 
on thursday after being 
hospitalised overnight for 
observation. the 72-year-
old leader began feeling 
unwell during religious 
fasting at Jerusalem’s 
Great Synagogue. he 
underwent several check-
ups, which came out to 
be normal.  according to 
reports, he has already 

“returned to full activity”. 
Netanyahu tweeted on 
wednesday night, “thank-
ing everyone for the sup-
port and the love”.
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According to a recent esti-
mate, primary liver cancer 
was one of the top three 
causes of cancer death in 
46 nations in 2020, and by 
2040, the number of pri-
mary liver cancer diagnoses 
and deaths could increase by 
more than 55% annually.

 In a recent article in the 
Elsevier-published Journal 
of Hepatology, researchers 
demand that measures to 
control the disease be given 
priority. Senior author Isa-
belle Soerjomataram, MD, 
PhD, International Agency 
for Research on Cancer 
(IARC/WHO), Cancer Sur-
veillance Branch, Lyon, 
France, stated: “Liver cancer 

generates a large burden of 
disease globally each year.” 
Major risk factors for the dis-
ease include hepatitis B and 
C viruses, alcohol use, excess 
body weight, and metabolic 
diseases including type 2 di-
abetes. It is also completely 
preventable if control efforts 
are addressed.

 “In light of the availability 
of new and improved global 
cancer incidence and mortal-
ity estimates, we wanted to 
provide the most up-to-date 
assessment of the burden of 
liver cancer and develop an 
essential tool for national liv-
er cancer control planning,” 
explained lead author Har-
riet Rumgay, PhD candidate, 
International Agency for 
Research on Cancer (IARC/
WHO), Cancer Surveillance 

Branch, Lyon, France. “In 
this analysis, we describe 
where liver cancer ranks 
among all cancer types for 
cancer diagnoses and deaths 
in nations across the world. 
We also present predictions 
of the future liver cancer 
burden to 2040.”

 Researchers took informa-
tion on primary liver cancer 
cases and fatalities from the 
GLOBOCAN 2020 database 
of the International Agency 
for Research on Cancer, 
which generates estimates of 
cancer incidence and mortal-
ity for 36 cancer types in 185 
nations worldwide. United 
Nations population forecasts 
were used to determine the 
projected change in the num-
ber of cancer cases or deaths 
by the year 2040.

grim statistics

Over 55% mOre peOple may die frOm 
liver cancer by 2040: research
tdg network
AMSTERDAM

Pakistan’s minister of state for Finance 
and Revenue Aisha Ghous Pasha said that 
the country had not breached the agree-
ment with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), saying “any shortfall in pe-
troleum duties will be adjusted in coming 
months”.

This statement came during the meeting 
of the National Assembly Standing Com-
mittee on Finance, hours after IMF in-
sisted on sticking to policy commitments 
made by Pakistan, The Express Tribune 
reported. The committee discussed the 
currency manipulation case and whether 
the responsible department took any firm 

action against this. However, neither the 
central bank nor the finance ministry has 
given any satisfactory response regarding 
taking action against the banks.

The question of sticking to policy came 
after the newly appointed Finance Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar reduced the prices of all pe-
troleum products for the next fortnight by 
around five per cent -- reversing a policy of 
raising prices monthly through added lev-
ies to ensure enhanced revenues as agreed 
with the IMF.

Dar reduced the duty to Rs 32.42 on pet-
rol but increased the rate to 12.58 per litre 
on diesel. Cumulatively, the rate on the two 
products should have been Rs 55 per litre 
against the current Rs 45 per litre rate, re-
ported The Express Tribune.

‘pOlicy cOmmitments’

pakistan gOvt On defensive 
fOllOwing imf rebuke
tdg network
iSlAMAbAD

China tried to project itself as 
a helping hand to developing 
countries in the case of infra-
structure and economic de-
velopment through its Belt 
and Road Initiative but only 
just to lure them into their 
debt trap. To counter China’s 
BRI, G7 announced an infra-
structure programme as an 
alternative programme for 
the developing world.

Valerio Fabbri, writing 
in Portal Plus, a Slovenian 
publication said that vari-

ous media publications 
have highlighted instances 
of disillusionment vis-a-vis 
BRI and many of the recipi-
ent states of Chinese invest-
ments have rued China’s 
debt trap diplomacy as an 
outcome of the BRI. And 
the countries which have 
fallen prey to this are usu-
ally low- and middle-income 
countries like Sri Lanka and 
Pakistan. Sri Lanka and 
Pakistan’s examples have 
shown how the BRI has af-
fected the economy of the 
country. Sri Lanka took a 
huge loan during its 2015 

election and then for the 
Hambantota Port, Colombo 
turned to China for help. 
After the negotiation on the 
defense aspect, ensuring that 
China’s military was able to 
get access to the port, Beijing 
came for help. Meanwhile, in 
Pakistan, to ensure the se-
curity of the flagship China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), the Chinese govern-
ment bypassed Islamabad to 
reach out to the Baloch sepa-
ratists. Yet, Beijing has been 
less than enthusiastic when 
it comes to ensuring Paki-
stan’s economic stability.

A Norwegian national has 
been missing for more than 
a week in Pakistan’s Punjab 
province, according to local 
media which added that the 
missing person was of Paki-
stani origin.

Arfan Qadeer Bhatti came 
to Gujrat city of Pakistan 
with his three children in 
June, as per Dawn newspa-
per, while his siblings and 

mother remained in Norway, 
his relative said. A complaint 
was registered in Rehman-
nia police station in Deona 
Mandi by Arfan’s relative on 
26 September, stating that 
the missing person went 
to drop off his children at 
school, and since then he 
was out of reach, according 
to Dawn newspaper.

Citing Norwegian media, 
Dawn reported that Arfan is 
being held by a law enforce-
ment agency in Pakistan.

alternative prOgramme ‘Out Of reach’

G7 targets China’s BRI to 
curb its global influence

pakistan-nOrwegian 
man missing in 
punjab prOvince tdg network

bEiJiNG

tdg network
iSlAMAbAD

An Afghan-Ameri-
can national, who 
had travelled to Af-

ghanistan for working pur-
poses, has been missing for 
the past eight weeks, media 
reports said citing his family 
member.

Mahmood Shah Habibi, 
the former Afghan Aviation 
Authority Chief had recently 
travelled to Afghanistan is 
missing since 10 August, 
Khaama Press reported.

 “He has been working as 
an advisor with a telecom 
company in Shash-Darak of 
Kabul for the last three years 

and he did not have any is-
sues being in Afghanistan 
after the country’s fall in the 
hands of Taliban,” Ahmad 
Shah said, Habibi’s brother 
told Khaama Press.

 “Not only Habibi but 29 
other employees of the same 
company were also arrested 

on the same day, many of 
whom were later released”, 
Ahmad Shah said.

 According to the media 
outlet, the US side con-
firmed that they are aware 
of its citizens being detained 
in Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, Afghanistan 

continues to face an increase 
in bomb attacks.

 At least four people were 
killed and 25 others were 
wounded in a blast in the 
Kabul mosque, the latest in 
the series of targeted explo-
sions in Taliban-ruled Af-
ghanistan.

 The blast reportedly oc-
curred at a mosque of the 
Taliban’s Interior Ministry, 
TOLOnews reported. A Tali-
ban spokesperson said that 
an investigation is under-
way and further details will 
be shared soon, the agency 
added.

 “After a bomb attack in 
a mosque at the Interior 
Ministry, Emergency NGO 

Surgical Centre has received 
20 patients - 2 were already 
dead on arrival,” Kabul’s 
Emergency Hospital tweet-
ed.

 The hospital said this is 
the 2nd mass casualty the 
hospital has handled in re-
cent days, and the 23rd of 
the year so far.

 On Saturday, dozens of 
women from the minority 
Hazara community protest-
ed in Kabul against the ter-
ror attack at the Kaaj Edu-
cational Centre. The women 
protestors dressed in black 
chanted slogans against the 
genocide of minorities and 
demanded their rights, Pajh-
wok Afghan News reported.

media repOrts

Missing US citizen in Afghan 
Taliban custody, claims family
tdg network
kAbul

taliban-ruled Afghanistan has seen several targeted explosions 
recently.

iNDiA’S fiNEST SuNDAy NEwSpApER. publiShED fRoM  NEw DElhi.

Sundays have this depressing habit of being calm as a cup of camomile.

Sunday was designed as a day of rejuvenation, not as a restless vacuum.

It is an opportunity to fill the mind, not empty it. Sunday are a pause, a comma between a busy week before and an exciting 

one ahead.  The choice is simple.

Either you allow your minds to become potato-couched by inanity, or you read what you are holding  

(for which, many thanks).

The Sunday Guardian has been designed and written for a very special  reader: sharp knowledgeable, involved and 

aesthetic, who understands how to use  leisure. It is written to make your mind whir across a wide horizon of  information, 

entertainment, opinion and fine reading. Like it does after a great cup of coffee.

In 20 pages it captures all you need to know. A special section is  written and edited by young people who bring their 

distinct flair, focus and the courage to be different.

Enjoy the coffee. Sugar, okay?
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Actor 
Prabhas 

holds a bow 
and arrow 
during the 
Dussehra 

celebrations 
at ‘Lav Kush 

Ramlila’, 
in New 

Delhi on 
Wednesday. 

ANI 

FILMY CELEBRATION

#Godfather 

‘Godfather breaks the North 
INdIa fIlm markets’: PosItIve 
revIews Pour IN for ChIraNjeevI’s 
Godfather 
The much-anticipated film Godfather starring South 
Superstar Chiranjeevi finally hit the screens on Thurs-
day and fans are beyond elated. The excitement among 
the fans is reflected by the love that is pouring on social 
media for the film. #Godfather took to top trends on 
Thursday as the film took over not just the box office but 
also social media. 

Film critic Ramesh Bala tweeted, “Godfather breaks 
the North India film markets and rakes in 2.25 crore, 
which makes it one of the top 5 pan India film openers 
of the year. Worldwide, Godfather has earned 38 crore. 
The phenomenal mass appeal of Chiranjeevi garu and 
Salman Khan is amazing.”

Telugu actor Srikanth Meka tweeted, “Hearing Block-
buster Reports from all over for  #Chiranjeevi Annaya’s 
Godfather. Congratulations and All the very best to the 
whole team of Godfather.”

Filmmaker Harish Shankar tweeted, “Boss comes 
with a Bang fantastic portrayal of Class version of 
Chiranjeevi with Mass Presentation. Kudos to Jayam 
Mohanraja and team for the success of Godfather.” 

Multinationals 
are starting 
to see India 
as a global 
manufacturing 
base, which 
will positively 
impact small- 
and mid-sized 
businesses.

— Manolo Falco

BRAIN-PICKING

Global Co-Head of Banking, Capital Markets and Advisory, 
Citigroup on opportunity to support India’s capital and advisory 
needs.

TDG NeTwork
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Meghan Markle

REPRESENTATION 

A n ew  e d it i o n  o f 
Meghan Markle’s 
Archetype podcast, 

which launched last month 
with Serena Williams as its 
guest, has finally come out.

The Duchess of Sussex’s 
podcast released its most 
recent episode as the first 
one following the passing of 
Queen Elizabeth II earlier in 
September. The most recent 
episode followed a discus-
sion on toxic Asian stereo-
types featuring journalist 
Lisa Ling and actor-comedi-
an Margret Cho.

Meghan and the guests 
discussed a variety of topics, 

including their own experi-
ences, how they overcame 
stereotypes, the problemat-
ic representations of Asian 
women on television and in 
the media, and much more.

The Duchess recalled the 
various cultures she was ex-

posed to while growing up 
in Los Angeles and stressed 
that many Asian cultures 
were a part of her life while 
growing up in the opening 
scene of the ‘Demystifica-
tion of Dragon Lady’ episode. 
Meghan acknowledged that 
she had been ignorant of the 
stereotypes that many Asian 
women had endured for a 
very long time and empha-
sised the negative portrayal 
of Asians on screen.

She said, “This toxic stereo-
typing of women of Asian 
descent — this doesn’t just 
end once the credits roll. 
Movies like Austin Powers 
and Kill Bill—they presented 
these caricatures of women 
of Asian descent as oversex-

ualized or aggressive.”
Before the passing of 

Queen Elizabeth II, three 
episodes of Archetype were 
broadcast, featuring guests 
like Serena Williams, Mari-
ah Carey, and Mindy Kaling, 
who seemed to dispel stereo-
types about women. Follow-
ing the late monarch’s funer-
al on September 19, a week of 
mourning was observed by 
Queen Elizabeth’s family. 
After that, the members of 
the Royal family went back 
to work.

The podcast has resumed, 
but the release date for 
Meghan Markle and Prince 
Harry’s Netflix docu-series 
has been further delayed as 
a result of the Queen’s death.

‘Toxic stereotyping of 
Asian women doesn’t just 
end once the credits roll’ 

TDG NeTwork
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COMPANION 

PETS SET TO BOARd AKASA 
AIR FROM 1 NOvEMBER 

After Air India, late Rakesh 
Jhunjhunwala-backed Akasa 
Air on Thursday announced 
that it would allow pets on 
board from 1 November. With 
this, this airline became the 
second commercial Indian 
carrier to permit pets on 
board.

“We are announcing pets 
on-board from 1 Novem-
ber  this year, for which the 
bookings will commence 
from 15 October and the fly-
ing will start from 1 Novem-
ber,” said Belson Coutinho, 
Chief Marketing and Expe-
rience Officer of Akasa Air.  

Akasa will only allow pets 
weighing 7 kg in the cabin.

“The pets up to 7 kg (one 
pet) are allowed in/on board 

the cabin...the rest may be 
allowed in the cargo,” Akasa 
Air said.

Earlier, Air India was the 
only commercial airline in 
the country which allowed 
pets on board with specific 
weights.

Further, Akasa Air has clar-
ified that only domesticated 
pets (cats and dogs) will be 
allowed to fly in the cabin by 
paying a fee amount, which 
shall be announced shortly.

After completing nearly 60 
days in the airline business, 
Vinay Dubey, CEO of India’s 
low-cost airline, Akasa Air, 
announced that it will get 18 
brand-new aircraft by the 
end of March next year.

“We expect 18 new Boeing 
737-MAX aircraft by the end 
of March 2023,” said CEO 
Vinay Dubey.

When we are awake, we 
typically believe that our 
minds are always racing 
with ideas. We maintain our 
own dynamic mental stream, 
which is like a river stream 
that never stops flowing.

A thought may lead to an-
other, whether or not it is im-
portant to what we do, and 
it may ebb and flow between 
our inner world and the out-
side world.

But how does the brain 
manage to stay in such a 
thought-related condition 
all the time? According to a 
recent study that was pub-
lished in the Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Sci-
ences, it truly cannot be done 
because our brains must oc-
casionally “go offline,” which 
we can perceive as mental 
voids.

Re-analyzing a previously 
gathered dataset, researchers 
from the University of Liege, 
EPF Lausanne and Univer-
sity of Geneva asked healthy 

subjects to describe their 
mental state as it was just 
prior to receiving an audi-
tory probe (beep) while lying 
still in the MRI scanner. The 
options were environmental 
perceptions, thoughts influ-
enced by stimuli, ideas unaf-
fected by stimuli, and mental 
lapses. Using this experience-
sampling technique, good 
photos were gathered.

In contrast to the other 
states, mental blanking epi-
sodes were recorded much 
less frequently and recurred 
much less frequently over 
time, according to the re-
searchers. The researchers 
also discovered, using ma-
chine learning, that during 
episodes of mind-numbing, 
our brains were arranged so 
that all brain regions were 
in constant communication 
with one another.

TDG NeTwork
LIeGe

PSYCHOLOGY 

HOw MINd BLANKING 
HELPS uS uNdERSTANd 
ONGOING THOuGHTS 

TDG NeTwork
MANGALuRu

Haryana Governor Bandaru Dattatreya tries his hands on 
playing dhol at Dasara festival.

FESTIvITY 

MANGALuRu’S dASARA CELEBRATION 
CuLMINATE wITH GRANd PROCESSION

The 10-day ‘Mangaluru 
Dasara’ celebrations cul-
minated on the final day of 
‘Navratri’ with a grand pro-
cession amidst thousands of 
devotees.

As the celebrations of 
Dussehra concluded on 
Wednesday, idols of all the 
nine forms of Maa Durga, 
including goddess Shailapu-
tri (Daughter of mountain), 
Brahmacharini (Mother 
of devotion and penance), 
Chandraghanta (Destroyer 
of demons), Kushmanda 
(Goddess of the Cosmic 
egg), Skandamata (Goddess 
of motherhood and chil-
dren), Katyayani (Goddess 
of power), Kalaratri (God-
dess of auspiciousness and 
courage), Mahagauri (God-
dess of beauty and women), 
Siddhidhatri (Goddess of 
supernatural powers or sid-
dhis), and Lord Ganapathi 
were carried in the proces-
sion with much zeal and 
enthusiasm by the massive 
crowds in Mangaluru.

Navratri, one of the most 
important and auspicious 
Hindu holidays, is observed 
with great fanfare through-
out the nation. It honours 
Goddess Durga and is cel-
ebrated for nine days and 
nine nights. Maa Durga 
worshippers do a number 
of rituals, keep fasts (vrats), 
make special meals, recite 
shlokas, clean their homes, 
and dress in new garments 
during this period.

In addition, each day of 
Navratri honours Maa Dur-
ga, or Shakti’s nine manifes-
tations, commonly known as 

Navdurga, or the Nine Forms 
of Durga. According to Drik 
Panchang, Goddess Parvati, 
who is regarded as the great-
est strength among all God-
desses, is the source of the 
idea of Navdurga. Worship-
pers of Maa Durga honour 
her nine incarnations and of-
fer prayers for happiness in 
their homes and daily lives.

The celebration started 
with great pomp and show. 
Not just that, a massive 
crowd gathered to celebrate 
this festival to the fullest by 
participating in the festivity.

The celebration also in-
cluded a series of parades 
by artists dressed up as reli-
gious figures.

Dussehra is widely known 
as Vijayadashami in the 
southern part of India. It is 
that time of year when the 
well-known Ramlila is per-
formed, gorgeous fairs are 
held, crowds swarm to see 
Ravan effigies burst into 
flames, and the aroma of tra-
ditional sweets fills the air.

Despite the fact that cel-
ebrations and cultural prac-

tises vary depending on loca-
tion in India’s culturally rich 
country, the fabric that binds 
everyone together remains 
the festival.

Dussehra, also known as 
Dasara, symbolises the tri-
umph of good over evil, and 
it is tied to two stories. After 
a fierce battle that lasted 
more than nine days, it is 
said that Maa Durga con-
quered Mahishasura on this 
day. According to another 
tale, Dussehra is observed to 
commemorate Lord Rama’s 
victory over Lanka’s ten-
headed evil king, Ravana.

The tenth day of Navratri, 
which is comprised of nine 
days dedicated to honouring 
each form of Goddess Durga, 
is Dussehra. Vijayadashami, 
on the other hand, is the day 
of victory. While some con-
nect it to the famous Rama-
yana conflict, others do it to 
remember Goddess Durga’s 
triumph over the demonic 
Mahishasura.

In some regions of the 
country, Dussehra, also 
known as Vijayadashami or 

Dasain, makes way for the 
Diwali celebrations.

Twenty days after Dusseh-
ra, one of the most signifi-
cant and widely celebrated 
festivals, the festival of lights 
- Diwali, commemorates 
Lord Rama’s return home 
following his victory over 
Ravana. However, the main 
message of the Dussehra fes-
tival is that of good triumph-
ing over evil, and it is on 
this day that people pray for 
prosperity and good health.

The nine days of Navratri 
culminate in the killing of 
Ravana and the burning 
of his life-size effigy at the 
Ramlila, together with those 
of Meghnad and Kumbha-
karan, on the day of Dusseh-
ra, or Vijayadashami, when 
the holiday is celebrated 
with great grandeur.

As each of Ravana’s heads 
represents a different nega-
tive attribute, Dussehra also 
represents purging oneself 
of sins or undesirable traits.

In several southern In-
dian states, Shami Puja is 
also known as Banni Puja 
and Jammi Puja. Devotees 
wish Maa Durga farewell on 
Dashami, and the visarjan 
is performed at Aparahna 
time or Pratahkala while 
Dashami Tithi is in effect.

The tenth day is also 
known as Vijayadashmi, 
when Maa Durga’s idol is 
submerged in water in the 
hopes that she will keep an 
eye on them and fend off all 
misfortunes and evils. Vi-
jayadashmi and Dussehra 
commemorate the triumph 
of good over evil, and wor-
shippers celebrate the festi-
vals by indulging in various 
foods with their loved ones.

FIvE MOST SuCCESSFuL 
COLLEGE dROPOuTS
From our childhood, we have been told that the 
most promising way of being successful is by 
studying hard and achieving good grades in school 
and college. But some people have taken the less 
travelled road and dropped out of school. even after 
this huge risk, these people are billionaires. Let us 
take a look at five most popular and successful 
college dropouts. 

steve jobs
The founder of Apple left Reed College 
when he was just 19, because it was too 
much of a financial burden for his family. 
Despite his short tenure at Reed, Jobs 

still found his time there valuable. In a 2005 com-
mencement speech at Stanford, he credited a Reed 
calligraphy course for inspiring the typography he 
used on the first Mac. Apple is a well-known brand 
in today’s time. 

bIll Gates
Bill Gates attended Harvard for two years 
before he dropped out to create what 
would become Microsoft. The Harvard 

Crimson describes him as “Harvard’s most suc-
cessful dropout,” and today he is one of the wealthi-
est people on the planet. Imagine dropping out of 
college and trying your hands at something you love, 
eventually becoming one of the richest men in the 
world. How crazy is that? 

evaN wIllIams
evan grew up in Clarks, Nebraska, where 
his family ran a farm. He attended the 
university of Nebraska at Lincoln for 

three semesters before dropping out. Williams 
was a freelance software programmer for Hewlett-
Packard and Intel before landing a gig at Google. He 
later quit his job at Google to build and become a 
billionaire.

mark ZuCkerberG
Zuckerberg dropped out of Harvard, 
founded Facebook, and now he has a 
net worth of 5070 crore uSD. According 

to the book “The Facebook effect,” it took him just 
five minutes to decide to quit college. Zuckerberg’s 
company, Meta Platforms, owns the most famous 
social media sites, Instagram and WhatsApp. 

mIChael dell
You must be well aware of Dell comput-
ers. Dell technology is founded by Michael 
Dell. He dropped out of the university of 
Texas at Austin during his freshman year 

at the age of 19. His net worth is 4,960 crore uSD.
— APoorVA CHAUDHArY 

STEvE JOBS



From the establishment of the Department of Telecommuni-
cations (DoT) in 1985 to the launch of 5th Generation technol-
ogy in October this year, the telecom ecosystem of the country 
has come a long way. Prior to 1991, telecommunications in 
India were largely under state control with investments al-
lowed by the private and foreign industries in certain areas. 
The telecommunications ecosystem was laid by India’s first 
telecom policy, the National Telecommunications Policy, 
1994. According to its provisions, the central government’s 
DoT effectively acted as both policy formulator and service 
provider. Strict rules and regulations and excessive interven-
tion and control by the state limited private sector involve-
ment and thereby slowed down innovation. However, the 
New Telecom Policy launched in 1999  changed the face of 

the telecom industry with an expanded scope for private sec-
tor engagement and gave a renewed push to new-age telecom 
and internet services in India. 

With the launch of each generation of telecom technology, 
connectivity has received a fillip through advanced modes of 
communication. 2G technology, launched in 1995, four years 
after it deployed globally, enabled wireless digital phone calls 
and messaging. The introduction of 3G technology was even 
slower than 2G. It was introduced in 2008 even as other 
major countries had faster data speeds and better calling 
through 3G as early as 1998. However, 3G did not offer the 
expected shift in the quality of services compared to the last 
generation and the difference between the speeds of 2G and 
3G was hardly visible. 

Advent of telecommunicAtions in indiA

Source: Wikimedia Commons
5G network in India is viewed as a harbinger of Industrial Revolution 4.0.
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TeleCOm GeNerATIONS: 
revOluTIONISING INDIA
Telecommunications form the back-
bone of any modern economy. As 

countries across the world have 
come closer with the opening up of 
trade relations and movement of 
goods and services, the internet and 
connectivity through telecommu-
nications have formed the pipeline 

through which information travels 
faster than ever before. In India, 
the telecommunications industry is 
dominated by several private play-
ers, some in partnership with global 
giants, and has witnessed landmark 

technological revolutions since 
2000. The industry and the tech-
nology reached another height with 
the launch of the most advanced net-
work - the 5th Generation (5G) - in 
India on 2nd October 2022, within 

a year of its global launch. The 5G 
network is expected to revolution-
ise wireless communications in the 
country and offer unprecedented 
advancements in communications 
through faster mobile internet 

speeds and lower latency compared 
to the last generation 4G. It is also 
expected to open up an across-the-
board application of futuristic tech-
nologies such as Internet of Things 
(IoT) and machine learning. 

Damini mehta

fillip to telecom
Around 2010, the telecom sector of the country received 
a major boost. Between 2010 and 2014, when 3G was the 
main network technology, mobile phone subscribers in 
India jumped from 58.432 crores to 90.452 crores. Prior to 
2010, telecom operators depended mainly on voice servic-
es as their main product. From 2010 onwards, there was a 
rising demand for data usage on mobile phones. 2010 also 
saw frenzied bidding by major telecom operators for the 
central government’s 3G spectrum auction. 71 spectrum 
blocks up for grabs across 22 telecom service areas in the 
country sold for a whopping rs 67,719 crore. High-speed 
3G data services were expected to revolutionise internet 
connectivity in India but did not show the desired result as 
the quality of service and internet speeds on mobile devices 
remained extremely poor in several parts of the country. 
According to an April 2015 survey by telecom equipment 
provider ericsson, nearly 48 per cent of the respondents 
were unable to distinguish between 2G and 3G speeds and 
saw  no major advantage in switching to a “high-speed” 3G 
service. 

4G technology was introduced in the country in 2015 and 
technologically, it was an extension of 3G with improved 
bandwidth and better services. The same year saw In-
dia’s largest auction sale to date when 2G and 3G spectrum 
worth rs. 1,09,000 crores was sold by the government, a  
major jump from rs. 61,200 crores in the last auction sale 

of 2G in 2014. Airtel spearheaded the introduction of 4G 
in India being the first to launch the service as users ex-
pected it to be a solution to all their internet-related woes. 
moreover, the arrival of reliance Jio in the telecom domain 
in September 2016 gave 4G technology and service qual-
ity a major boost and India witnessed exponential growth 
and traction in 4G services and smartphone usage. Accord-
ing to a Nokia mBiT Index report, 4G displayed the fastest 
growth rate in the telecom history of India, led mainly by 
reliance Jio, a new entrant. In less than three months of its 
entry in 2016, the market added around 5.2 crore 4G sub-
scribers. By the end of 2016, the 4G subscriber base in In-
dia had grown to seven crore users and the numbers grew 
nearly tenfold to 70.2 crore 4G subscribers at the end of 
2020. In terms of overall internet subscribers in the coun-
try, from 61.96 internet subscribers per 100 inhabitants in 
2015, internet subscribers in India jumped to 143.54 per 
100 inhabitants by 2021.

Several factors have contributed to the rapid expansion 
of 4G networks in India. The availability of low-cost 4G 
smartphones was a major driver behind the growth in 4G 
adoption in India. From a 12 per cent 4G device penetra-
tion in India by the end of 2016, in the last five years, it has 
grown to 77 per cent pan-India level. moreover, from an 
overall 4G data traffic of 13 per cent in December 2016 it 
grew to approximately 99 per cent by the end of 2020. 
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Internet penetration rate in India has nearly reached 50 per cent of the population and is expected to receive a further boost through 5G.

Faster cellular connectivity and data services on mobile 
phone are important not just from the point of view of offer-
ing access to the web. Today, as governments are increasing-
ly moving towards a more digitised service delivery model, 
ease of connectivity through mobile phones equipped with 
internet services is central to the welfare service delivery 
by plugging loopholes and leakages. However, India is still 
witnessing a slow transition to advanced telecommunica-
tion networks. This is warranted by the fact that a large 
number of people living in rural areas of the country are 
still dependent on outdated 2G technology offering slower 
speed and poor quality of basic calling services with nearly 
30 crore subscribers still trapped in the 2G era. 

For India, the key to utilising 5G technology to its fullest 
potential lies in the telecom industry and the government’s 
ability to ensure that it reaches every nook and corner of 
India. Moreover, affordability will be central to the 5G ex-
perience for a large majority of Indian mobile phone sub-
scribers. The introduction of 4G, low-cost access through 
Reliance Jio’s disruptive pricing and the government’s 
digital push helped place India at the top of mobile phone 
and internet subscribers of the world by absolute numbers 
ensuring a pervasive digital adoption. A similar push is re-
quired to expand 5G services in India. According to a report 
by Global System for Mobile Communications (GSMA), 

5G is likely to benefit the Indian economy by Rs 36.4 lakh 
crores between 2023 and 2040. The internet penetration 
rate in India has reached nearly 50 per cent of the popu-
lation and is expected to receive a further boost through 
5G. As of January 2022, India had 65.80 crore internet us-
ers with an estimated growth rate of 5.4 per cent between 
2021 and 2022. A conducive and forward-looking digital 
communication policy that promotes and supports private 
sector investment in India while balancing the needs of the 
masses will assist in creating an environment to improve 
the digital footprint of the country. 

Contributing reports by Shubhangi 
Jain, Junior Research Associate at 
Polstrat and Eswar Karri, Ishani 
Garg, Meherein Singh Kalsey,  
Mehnaaz Shaik, Mihikaa Singal,  
Thota Saimanikanta, Sankalp 
MIshra, Interns at Polstrat.

5G: Use Case

PoliCy ChanGe for 5G
The journey to introduce 5G in India began in the year 
2017. In 2018, the 5G India Forum invited communication 
technology companies to conduct major trials and devise 
a framework for 5G Applications and Use Case Labs. The 
introduction of 5G in India has been different from 4G and 
3G. Both the 3rd and 4th generation technologies were 
introduced in India very late compared to the rest of the 
world. 5G in India has been launched just one year after its 
global implementation. Moreover, 5G is driven by indige-
nous technology, with a focus on developing India-specific 
5G standards. However, while the government opened up 
India’s first 5G spectrum auction as early as 2017, demand 
for a more reasonable price for implementing 5G in India 
by the telecom operators delayed the auction by a couple of 
years. In 2018, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India 

(TRAI) set the base rate for 5G airwaves between 3.3-3.6 
GHz – at Rs 492 crore per unit,  one of the highest rates in 
the world. After several demands from the industry, TRAI 
recommended a 36 per cent rate cut (3.3-3.6 GHz band) to 
Rs 317 crore per unit for the April 2022 auction.  

The introduction of 5G is expected to change the face of 
telecommunications and internet connectivity in India. 
It is also expected to play a major role in helping India 
become a $5 trillion economy by 2024-25. Moreover, 
the launch of 5G-enabled technologies is expected to be 
transformative not just for the telecom industry but also 
for other industries by unlocking disruptive new tech-
nologies. Globally, industry applications driven by 5G 
technology are expected to generate more than US$ 12 
trillion in sales. 
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men’s cricket 

The India men’s crick-
et team, led by Rohit 
Sharma, left for Aus-

tralia on Thursday morning 
for the upcoming ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup, starting 
from October 16.

After failing to get past the 
quarterfinals in 2017, the 
2007 champions will try to 
claim the trophy this time 
around. Team India was 
able to generate some mo-
mentum before the World 
Cup winning the bilateral 
series against Australia and 
South Africa. The social 
media accounts of the Board 
of Control for Cricket in In-
dia (BCCI) posted a picture 
of the entire Team India 
contingent departing for the 
T20 World Cup.

“Picture perfect, let’s do 
this #TeamIndia. @cricket-
worldcup here we come,” 
BCCI tweeted.

The T20I series between 
India and Australia and 
South Africa may have 

ended in victories for India 
on home soil, but there are 
some serious issues as the 
team prepares to compete in 
the T20 World Cup in Aus-
tralia.

Jasprit Bumrah was ruled 
out of the four-week tour-
nament on Monday with 
a back injury and will stay 
home in India while his 
teammates travel Down Un-
der for the showcase event.

Bumrah was initially 
named to spearhead India’s 
attempt at winning a sec-
ond T20 World Cup crown 
and his absence is expected 
to hamper their chances of 
adding to the title they won 
in 2007.

The BCCI are yet to name 
a replacement for the right-
arm, although fellow seam-
ers Mohammed Shami 
and Deepak Chahar are 

among the players already 
on standby for the tourna-
ment.

Before starting their 
World Cup campaign India 
will play a couple of warm-
up fixtures against Austra-
lia and New Zealand.

They will begin their 
T20 World Cup campaign 
against arch-rivals Paki-
stan on October 23 in Mel-
bourne. 

TDG NETWORK
MuMbai  

Team India.

ICC T20 World Cup: Rohit 
Sharma led Indian team 
departs for Australia

Women’s Wrestling

the national games final Was a 
cakeWalk for me: antim Panghal
SupRIya SaxENa
new delhi

Antim Panghal fought well 
with all her opponents and 
won with a 10-0 margin to 
declare a clash with World 
under-20 bronze medallist 
Priyanshi Prajapati who rep-
resented MP. Antim defeat-
ed her 9-0 in the final at the 
National Games in Gujarat.

We spoke to her exclusive-
ly, excerpts:
Q. Antim, so how do you take 
this win of your at National 
Games?
A. I am overjoyed, feeling 
proud and feel more pre-
pared for the U 23 World 
Championships than be-
fore. I consider it as a warm 
up match and good moral 
boosting match for World 
Championship. Even Asian 
Games trial are approach-
ing and I now feel confident 
enough that I will compete 
efficiently and will win med-
al again. Also, would like to 
thank my coaches Vikas 
Bhardwaj, Lily Pehelwan, 
Bhagat Sihag and Jeetendra 
Kumar.
Q. What are the preparations 

going on for Asian Games, any 
change in techniques taught by 
your coaches or any changes in 
your diet and regime?
A. No, not as such as I have 
just landed in Delhi, they 
have suggested me to take 
rest for a day or two. May be 
after that they are planning 
to train me rigorously for the 
U 23 World Championships 
and also onwards for the 
Asian Games trials. 

Yes, they of course have 
asked me to take certain diet 
precautions before the train-
ing commences which I have 
already taken into consider-

ation.
Q. Who is your inspiration 
amongst the wrestlers? What is 
your dream?
A .  My  i n sp i r at i o n  i s 
Pehelwan Neelam and my 
dream is to qualify the trials 
for Asian games and Paris 
Olympics.
Q. You defeated Priyanshi Praj-
apati of MP with a good margin 
indeed, was it challenging or was 
it just a cakewalk for you?
A. To be honest, it was just 
a cakewalk for me, because 
she belonged to the 50kl 
category, but on paper she 
was fighting for category of 

53kls. So, my coach told me 
before the fight that you have 
to gain as many points as you 
can because you have all the 
advantage. There was no 
question of losing this fight 
against her. So, I was already 
into that positive frame of 
mind that this belongs to me. 
And also, I gave my 100 per-
cent because I didn’t want to 
take a single chance of giv-
ing her a single point. Don’t 
think about the win, think 
about giving your best.
Q. How did you find Gujarat 
and Gujaratis?
A. Oh! They are just too 
sweet. They love simplic-
ity and are very humble 
too. They talk so politely 
and softly that it comes as 
an extreme culture contrast 
to the place from where I 
come.  Haryana (giggles). 
We are so hard hitting, 
straight forward in speech. 
But yeah I love my state too, 
for its simplicity and gener-
osity. In Gujarat, I observed 
that whenever I ask for any 
support, no one ever denied, 
they were so warm and wel-
coming. Full of humanity.

antim panghal

Official match ball for Qatar 2022 FIFa World Cup.

lyon joins Protest against Qatar World cuP

Lyon becomes the latest city 
to express its displeasure 
over the alleged human 
rights violation in Qatar dur-
ing the build-up of the 2022 
FIFA World Cup.

FIFA and Qatari officials 
have been called out by dif-
ferent human rights organ-
isations and football fed-
erations for the plight of the 
migrant workers who were 
used to build the infrastruc-
ture as well as rights of LG-
BTQ community.

And joining the long-
list protesters is the city of 
Lyon and its mayor Grégory 

Doucet who has admitted 
that there will be no fane 
zone in the French city and 
they are doing it in support 
of the families of the work-

ers.
“I am nobody’s moral ad-

visor and I don’t have to 
tell people what they must 
do, what they must not do 

in front of their television 
screen but there is one thing 
that is certain that I am not 
going to commit a single 
euro of public money for this 
world cup,” Doucet said.

“City of Lyon will not be 
broadcasting it in public 
places. There will be no fan 
zone, at least not officially. 
This World Cup is the world 
cup of the abominable be-
cause it took the lives of 
6500 workers while build-
ing these eight stadiums. It 
is an abomination in terms 
of human rights, lives have 
been sacrificed for this world 
cup and it is also an aberra-
tion in ecological terms,” he 
concluded.

human rights violation
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national games: 

sajan Prakash Wins gold medal 
in 200m butterfly sWimming
Sajan Prakash overcame 
an abdominal strain to win 
the gold medal in the men’s 
200m butterfly with a new 
meet record at the National 
Games 2022 in Gujarat on 
Wednesday.

Olympian Sajan Prakash, 
representing Kerala, clocked 
1:59.56 in the final to win the 
gold, beating his own Na-
tional Games record set at 
the previous edition in Ker-
ala. This is Sajan Prakash’s 
second gold medal at the 
National Games 2022 after 
the men’s 100m butterfly.

Meanwhile,  Hashika 
Ramachandra anchored 
the Karnataka 4x200m 
freestyle relay team to tri-
umph to climb the podium 
at the Sardar Patel Aquatics 
Complex here for the fourth 
time in this edition but it was 
her incredible victory in the 
200m butterfly final that set 
the venue alight.

Ramachandra dug deep 
into the reserves of her ener-
gy to slip past Astha Choud-
hury and touch the wall in 
2 minutes 19.12 seconds for 
her third National Games re-
cord, including one as part of 
the relay team, in four days.

Hrutika Shriram stayed 

on course to repeat the 
golden hat-trick by win-
ning the women’s 10m plat-
form event. Though she was 
self-admittedly not at her 
best, she did her dives well 
enough to pick up her sec-
ond gold in three days and 
her 10th crown in four edi-
tions of the National Games.

For a while, it looked like 
there would be a surprise 
gold for Gujarat in the swim-
ming pool. Their gambit of 
fielding Aryan Nehra and 
Anshul Kothari in the first 
two legs of the 4x200m 
Freestyle worked well, 
giving rise to hopes in the 
hearts of the home fans. Kar-
nataka’s S Siva and Aneesh 
S Gowda, however, packed 
too much power in the next 

two to win by a comfortable 
margin.

There was delight for 
Gujarat at the Riverfront 
Sports Development com-
plex in Ahmedabad where 
rising Gujarat tennis player 
Zeel Desai helped the state 
retain the women’s singles 
gold in defending champion 
Ankita Raina’s absence. The 
third-seeded Zeel Desai led 
Karnataka’s Sharmada Balu 
6-2, 3-2 when the latter re-
tired with an ankle injury.

Tamil Nadu’s Manish 
Sureshkumar also benefited 
from the physical discomfort 
and rib pain Maharashtra’s 
Arjun Kadhe faced after 
winning the opening set. He 
could not maintain the same 
tempo after taking a medical 

time-out in the second set 
and Manish Sureshkumar 
pounced on the opportunity 
to win 2-6, 6-1, 6-3.

Tamil Nadu’s Sunayna 
Kuruvilla staged a dramatic 
comeback to win the wom-
en’s singles gold. Urvashi 
Joshi of Maharashtra won 
the first two games 11-9 and 
11-7 but Sunayna found her 
rhythm to turn the final on 
its head. She conceded just 
13 points in winning three 
games to romp home the 
winner.

The lawn bowls competi-
tion drew to a close at the 
Kensville Golf and Country 
Club near Ahmedabad with 
Assam’s Sunil Bahadur 
beating Soumen Banerjee 
( Jharkhand) 16-9 in the 
men’s singles final. Navneet 
Singh, Ayush Bharadwaj, 
Apurv Ashutosh Sharma 
and Abhishek Chug teamed 
up to beat West Bengal by 
the skin of their teeth, 15-14, 
in the Fours final.

The Assam Pair of Tania 
Choudhary and Nayanmoni 
Saikia beat Lovely Choubey 
and Rupa Rani Tirkey of 
Jharkhand 17-10 while Manu 
Kumari Pal, Jaya and Pinki 
surprised Jharkhand’s Sarita 
Tirkey, Anamika Lakra and 
Kavita Kumari 18-9 to win 
the Triples gold. 
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Sajan prakash.

cWg games 2026

‘We welcome decision to include shooting 
but disappointed over wrestling’s exclusion’

Wrestling has been dropped 
out of the list of sports for 
the next edition of CWG 
Games 2026 which will be 
held in Victoria in Australia. 

The move has not gone 
down well with the wres-
tlers, coaches and the as-
sociations but also amongst 
the fans in India.

Wrestling has always been 
a stronghold for India and 
their recent success at the 
Birmingham CWG is a testi-
mony to the fact.

However, wrestling’s loss 
became shooting’s gain as 
the sport has made it back 
to the mega event after be-
ing omitted from the 2022 
CWG. Shooting had been a 
part of the CWG programme 
since 1966 but was excluded 
from the 2022 edition in Bir-
mingham.

Experts, ex-players and 
pundits have spoken exclu-
sively to The Daily Guardian 
on the new development.

Here are the excerpts.
Rajeev Mehta, Hon’ Secre-

tary General Indian Olym-
pic Association: “I welcome 
the federation’s decision of 
including shooting in the 
CWG 2026 going to be held 
in Victoria, Australia. But 

at the same time we are un-
happy on the exclusion of 
Wrestling from the event 
as wrestling now is one our 
major sports which can 
bring us a decent medal tally 
as was visible in CWG 2022 
also. But we have not lost 
hopes and we definitely will 
put our requests towards 
federation and we are sure 
that something will work 
out.”

Deepali Deshpande, Arjun 
awardee, an olympian and 
former National Coach for 
entire Rifle session: “Drop-
ping out any sport is not 

good for that 

sport, 
these are the 
g a m e s  wh i ch 
every athlete looks 
forward to, it’s one of 
bench marks in their 
career. It’s one of the 
stepping stones, be it 
Asian Games, Olym-
pics or CWG. I am 
happy that this time 
shooting is included 

but at the same time un-
happy for my Indian Wres-
tlers just like I was unhappy 
when shooting didn’t get the 
fair chance in CWG 2022. 
Although, last time shoot-
ing brought 16 medals for 
the country alone.” 

Samaresh Jung, Arjun 
awardee, the ace Indian 
shooter and national coach 
for air pistol: “I am very hap-
py for the Indian shooters as 
shooting is included, but I 
would have been happier, 
if all the events of shooting 
were included. As for CWG 
2026 in shooting there are 
only three events included 
air rifle, air pistol and trap.”

On exclusion of 
wres-

tling 
from the 

next  edi-
tion he ex-
claimed “It’s 
t h e  s a m e 

case which happened with 
the shooting event in CWG 
2022, according to me it 
has a simple logic which is 
visible and is actually very 
unfair, the host nation gets 
the advantage of picking 
and dropping a sport based 
on their own strengths in 
respective sports. When 
they see that particular sport 
event will not get them any 
chance of winning medals, 
they drop it. Basically, it’s a 
debatable topic”.

Deepak Punia, the Indian 
Wrestler who clinched Gold 
Medal at CWG 2022 said, 
“I am happy for the Indian 
shooters but at the same 
time I am very sad for Indian 
wrestlers as wrestling is not 

included i n  C WG 
2026. 

All top 
In-
dian 

wres-
tlers have 

reached this 
level after putting 

in lots of sweat and 
blood. And CWG is an 
event which one always 

look forward to attend and 
perform as it is one of its 
kind of International com-
petition. It’s a kind of reality 
and quality check for every-
one. It’s very disheartening.”

SupRIya SaxENa
new delhi

Deepak punia.

uPset victory

thailand stun Pakistan in Women’s asia cuP

Half-century from Natthakan Chan-
tham helped Thailand women pick 
up a stunning four wickets upset vic-
tory over Pakistan in their Asia Cup 
match at Sylhet International Cricket 
Stadium on Thursday.

With this win, Thailand has climbed 
to the fifth position in the Asia Cup 
points table, with two points from 
three matches, while Pakistan is in 
the second position with four points 
in three matches. 

In the first innings, Pakistan posted 
116/5 in 20 overs. Sidra Ameen scored 
a brilliant half-century, scoring 56 off 
64 balls. Sornnarin Tippoch took 
2/20 in her quota of four overs. Other 
bowlers also bowled economical spells 
putting brakes on Pakistan’s run flow. 
The target of 117 was chased down by 

Thailand with four wickets in hand, 
thanks to 61 by Chantham.

Chasing 117, wicketkeeper-batter 
Nannapat Koncharoenkai and Chan-
tham gave a solid start to Thailand, 
amassing 40 runs for the first wicket. 
However, twin strikes from spinner 
(2/18) sent back Koncharoenkai (13) 
and Chanida Sutthiruang (0), reduc-
ing Thailand to 40/2.

Then, captain Naruemol Chaiwai 
joined Chantham to take the chase 
forward. The duo kept the scoreboard 
ticking for a while. Medium pacer Kai-
nat Imtiaz broke the 42-run stand be-
tween the duo by sending back Chai-
wai for 17 off 23 balls. Thailand was at 
82/3. At this point, Thailand needed 
35 runs in 27 balls.

Following this, Chantham brought 
up her half-century and kept braving 
the fall of wickets from the other side. 
She fell to spinner Nida Dar for 61 off 
51 balls. Thailand was 105/6 in 18.4 
overs, needing 12 runs in eight balls.

Nattaya Boochatham (3*) and 
Rosenan Kanoh (9*) took Thailand 
across the finishing line, with a ball 
to spare and four wickets in hand and 
help her side to register their victory 
over Pakistan. Tuba Hassan (2/18), 
Nida Dar (2/26) were the standout 
bowlers for Pakistan. 

RavINDER MalIK
Sylhet

Team Thailand.
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Huge void

India will not miss 
Bumrah much in T20 
World Cup: Pravin Tambe

India’s trip to Australia for the T20 men’s 
world cup received a huge jolt as their star 
bowler Jasprit Bumrah has been ruled out 
of the mega event due to a back stress frac-
ture.

While it leaves a huge space to fill in the 
squad Pravin Tambe, former Rajasthan 
Royals spinner feels that despite In-
dia missing out on the services of 
Bumrah, they have enough depth 
in the squad and will be able to sail 
through without facing much prob-
lem.

Talking exclusively to NewsX on 
a cricket special show presented by 
Dafa News, Tambe said, “We have 
very good bowlers in the cur-
rent team and I do not think 
there will be a problem 
because of Bum-
rah not playing. 
Yes, Bumrah is a 
world-class tal-
ent and the team 
will miss him but 
at the same time 
I think we have 
very good bowl-
ers and everyone 
will perform to 
their potential.”

Speaking about 
who could fit into 
Bumrah’s shoes 
during the World 
Cup, he said, “See 
no one could fill 
anyone’s shoes. 
When you are 
selected to play 
for your coun-
try, that too in 
the World Cup, 
it means you are 

better than the rest and will be expected to 
perform to that level.”

“Siraj is a good choice to replace Bumrah 
in the playing XI. He has performed well 
for India in the past as well and the fact 
and bouncy wickets in Australia will suit 
him better,” the oldest debutant in the IPL 
said.    

India is currently engaged in a three-
match ODI series against 

South Africa at home. 
They have recently won 
the T20I series against 
them 2-1. In the last match 
of the series against the 

Proteas in Indore, the hosts 
were outplayed completely 
and lost by 49 runs.

Questions were raised 
on India’s performance in 

the last match but Pravin 
thinks that there is noth-

ing to be worried 
and the team is 

well prepared 
ahead of the 
T 2 0  Wo r l d 
Cup in Aus-
tralia.

“Not much 
s h o u l d  b e 
m a d e  o u t 
about India’s 
performance 
in that match. 
They had al-
ready won the 

series and were 
experimenting 

with the combination 
and testing the play-
ers. I think from their 
perspective they know 

what to do and what is 
the right combination 
and the best way for-
ward,” he added.
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Jasprit Bumrah

India lose to South Africa 
by 9 runs in a 40-over 
rain-truncated match 

played here at the Bharat 
Ratna Shri Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee Ekana Cricket Sta-
dium in Lucknow. With this 
defeat, Shikhar Dhawan led 
India now trailing the Pro-
teas 0-1 in the three-match 
ODI series.

Chasing a massive 250-
run target in 40 overs Team 
India got off to the worst 
possible start as opener 
Shubman Gill was cleaned 
up by pacer Kagiso Rabada 
for 3. Skipper Shikhar Dha-
wan was sent packing by 
Wayne Parnell for 4 as In-
dia lost their second wicket 
for 8. The Protea bowlers 
bowled a tight line and 
did not allow Indian bat-
ters to score runs freely as 
the hosts could only score 
18 runs in eight overs of 
powerplay. Spinners came 
into the attack with Ta-
braiz Shamsi giving India 
the third blow by dismiss-
ing debutant Ruturaj Gaik-
wad 19 stumped by keeper 
Quinton de Kock. The hosts 
scratched their way to the 
50-run mark in 18th over.

Ishan Kishan was also 
sent packing by Keshav 
Maharaj to leave his side 
tottering at 51/4.

With India losing wick-
ets and the required rate 
consistently going higher 
they desperately needed a 
partnership and Shreyas 
Iyer alongwith Sanju Sam-
son did just that. The Iyer-
Samson duo hit boundaries 
to strike a 50-run partner-
ship and take the team’s 
total beyond the 100-run 
mark in 22.3 overs.

Shreyas Iyer notched up 
his half-century in just 33 
balls. The 67-run partner-
ship was broken by Lungi 
Ngidi who got the prized 
scalp of Iyer for 50 as India 
lost half of their side for 118.

Shardul Thakur joined 
Samson and the duo batted 
well to take India’s total be-
yond 150-run mark in 31.1 

overs.
Samson-Thakur duo 

notched up a fifty partner-
ship off 43 balls to keep 
India in the hunt. Samson 
went on to score his half-
century off 49 balls and 
in process India went past 
the 200-run mark in 36.5 
overs. The 83-run partner-
ship was broken as Shar-
dul Thakur was dismissed 
by Lungi Ngidi for 33 off 31 
balls as India lost their sixth 
wicket for 211. In the very 
next ball Kuldeep Yadav 
was dismissed giving hosts 
a double blow.

In the next over Avesh 
Khan was sent packing by 
Rabada for 3. With 29 runs 
needed off the last over. 
Samson tried hard and 

scored 20 runs of Shamsi’s 
over but it was too little too 
late for India as they could 
score 240/8 in 40 overs 
falling short of target by 9 
runs. Earlier in the day put 
into bat openers Janneman 
Malan and Quinton de 
Kock gave South Africa a 
slow but steady start. The 
partnership was broken as 
Shardul Thakur dismissed 
Janneman Malan for 22 as 
Proteas lost their first wick-
et for 49.

A few overs later Shardul 
struck again cleaning up 
skipper Temba Bavuma 
for 8 as the visitors lost 
their second wicket for 70. 
In the next over Kuldeep 
Yadav bowled a beautiful 
delivery to get rid of Aiden 

Markram for a duck to 
leave South Africa in a spot 
of bother at 71/3.

Heinrich Klaasen then 
joined wicket-keeper batter 
de Kock and the duo took 
their team’s total beyond 
the triple-figure mark. The 
39-run partnership be-
tween the two was broken 
by leg-spinner Ravi Bishnoi 
as he dismissed de Kock for 
48 to leave South Africa tot-
tering at 110/4.

David Miller joined Klaas-
en and these two took the 
team’s total beyond the 150-
run mark in 28.3 overs. The 
Miller-Klaasen partnership 
continued and the duo 
crossed the 50-run part-
nership mark in 45 balls.

Southpaw Miller went on 
to score his half-century off 
50 balls. The Proteas went 
past the 200-run mark 
in 35.5 overs. Klaasen too 
notched up his half-centu-
ry in 52 balls as the visitors 
looked set for a big score.

India’s fielding was pretty 
average as they dropped 
important catches: first 
Mohammad Siraj dropped 
Miller and then in the next 
ball Klaasen was dropped 
by debutant Bishnoi of con-
secutive deliveries of Avesh 
Khan’s bowling. The Miller-
Klaasen pair went past the 
triple-figure mark in just 84 
balls and took the team’s to-
tal to 249/4 in 40 overs.

ind vs sA
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David Miller and Heinrich Klaasen take a run during the 1st ODI match between India and South Africa, 
at Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana Cricket Stadium in Lucknow on Thursday.

1st odi: indiA lose by 9 
runs, trAil 0-1 in series


