
Two Congress MLAs 
f r o m  M a d h y a 
Pradesh were booked 

for allegedly harassing a 
woman while they were trav-
elling on an overnight train. 
A sexual harassment case 
was filed on Friday against 
the legislators after the wom-
an alleged they were drunk, 
used abusive language and 
harassed her. 

The errant legislators were 
identified as Sidharth Kush-
waha and Sunil Saraf. Kush-
waha is MLA from Satna 
city while Saraf represents 

Kotma assembly seat in the 
same district. 37-year-old 
Kushwaha is also president 
of OBC wing of the Madhya 
Pradesh Congress. He was 
also one of the mayoral can-
didates from Satna, but he 
lost the elections against the 
ruling BJP.

The alleged incident was 
reported on the intervening 
night of Thursday-Friday 
when they were travelling 
in a AC coach of Rewanchal 
Express (Rewa to Bhopal).

The woman alleged that 
the MLAs were drunk, used 
abusive language and ha-
rassed her during the jour-
ney.

Railway police swung into 
action after woman’s hus-
band in a series of tweets, 
alerted railway police that 
his wife was travelling on a 
train from Rewa to Bhopal 
and two heavily drunk per-
sons in the same compart-
ment are misbehaving with 
his wife.

By the time train reached 
Sagar station, railway police 
arrived that particular com-
partment for checking. Later, 
the woman left her seat and 
shifted to another compart-
ment, according to the police.

In her complaint, the vic-
tim stated that MLAs Sid-
dhart Kushwaha and Sunil 

Sharaf boarded the train at 
Katni railway station. They 
were having their meal when 
she was sleeping on her 
berth in the same compart-
ment. In between Ghatera 
and Sagar railway stations, 
the duo allegedly woke her 
up and forced her to have a 
meal with them. But as she 
refused, one of the MLAs 
held her hand and continued 
insistence on having food.

The complainant deboard-
ed the train at Habibganj and 
filed a complaint at Habib-
ganj police station. The FIR 
has been registered in Sagar 
government railway police 

2 Congress MLAs in MAdhyA 
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Big catch 

Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) and Indian Navy 
apprehended a suspicious vessel carrying more than 
200 kgs of narcotics, on Friday. The boat with its crew 

has been taken to Kochi for further investigation. ani
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The legislators Sidharth Kushwaha and Sunil Saraf, 
however, deny the allegations. Another eyeball to eyeball 

confrontation between Aam 
Aadmi Party and the BJP 
emerged on Friday over a 
video clip. In the viral video 
AAP Minister of Social Wel-

fare Rajendra Pal Gautam 
was seen at a public mass 
religious conversion event. 
The minister was heard 
taking an oath denouncing 
Hindu Gods. 

The AAP Minister, among 
a thousand others at the 
event, can be heard taking 

an oath, saying, “I shall have 
no faith in Brahma, Vishnu 
and Maheshwara, nor shall 
I worship them”.

Videos of the event and 
the initiation started doing 
the rounds on social media 
and one clip, where people 

Around 50 people from 
Myanmar and 80 from Cam-
bodia who were held captive 
in fake job rackets have been 
rescued, India said on Friday 
and added a word of caution 
asking citizens to remain ex-
tremely careful of dubious 
jobs they accept. 
“Around 50 people have 
been rescued so far. We are 
trying to get back others 
too. We do not have the ex-
act number of people cap-
tive in Myanmar. We are in 
touch with many Indians 
there,” MEA spokesperson 
Arindam Bagchi said on 
Indians stuck in Myanmar. 
He further added that some 
of these have been released 
from Myanmar’s captivity 
and some are with Myan-
mar police as they entered 
the country illegally. 

Over instances of simi-
lar job rackets in Laos and 
Cambodia, Bagchi said that 
our Embassies in Vientiane, 
Phnom Penh and Bangkok 
have been helping in repa-
triating people from there. 

“We have issued advisories 
in this regard. Our embassy 
in Phnom Penh has issued 
advisories. I would like to 
reiterate to everyone to be 
extremely careful what kind 
of dubious jobs you accept 
because once you are stuck 
there it gets very difficult to 
bring you back safely. This 
is a word of caution,” Bag-
chi noted. 
“Around 80 people have 
been rescued from Cam-
bodia but it is an evolving 
number,” he added. Earlier, 
India on Wednesday said 
that it has rescued around 
45 Indians trapped in fake 
job rackets in Myanmar.

The Delhi Subordinate 
Services Selection Board 
(DSSSB) on Friday informed 
the Division bench of the 
Delhi High Court that it has 
issued revised guidelines 
that allow Sikh candidates 

who want to appear in the 
examination while wearing 
kara and/or kirpan. 

DSSSB also informed that 
it has decided to allow Sikh 
candidates to appear in ex-
aminations with kara (ma-
telic bangle) or kirpan sub-
ject to them arriving at the 
examination Centre at least 

one hour prior to the report-
ing time. However, the board 
also apprised the bench that 
if during the screening any 
candidate is found carrying 
objectionable/suspicious 
article, he or she will not be 
permitted to sit in the con-
cerned examination. 

After taking note of the 

submissions made by 
DSSSB, the Bench headed 
by Chief Justice Satish Chan-
der Sharma also compris-
ing Justice Subramonium 
Prasad devised to dispose 
of the matter. The Division 
bench was hearing the peti-
tion initiated by Delhi Sikh 

pM Modi to 
dediCAte indiA’s 
first soLAr-
powered viLLAge
Gandhinagar: In a major 
step towards promot-
ing clean energy, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
will declare Modhera, a 
village in Mehsana district 
of Gujarat as India’s first 
solar-powered village on 
9 October, said Gujarat 
government. Modhera 
is famous for its solar 
temple. According to 
the Gujarat government, 
which shared informa-
tion in a series of tweets, 
over 1000 solar panels 
have been installed on the 
houses in the village which 
will generate electricity 
round the clock for the 
villagers. Significantly they 
will be provided with solar 
electricity at zero cost. 
The Gujarat govern-
ment said that it has 
ensured the sustainable 
implementation of various 
welfare projects in Gujarat, 
keeping in mind the 
Prime Minister’s vision 
of increasing the use of 
renewable energy in India.

verdiCt on 
‘shivLing’ CArbon 
dAting defers 
tiLL 11 oCt 
Varanasi: The Varanasi 
court on Friday deferred 
to October 11 the hearing 
on the Hindu side’s plea 
seeking carbon dating/
scientific investigation of 
the structure found inside 
the Gyanvapi Mosque 
which they claimed to be 
a ‘Shivling’. The Anjuman 
Intezamia Committee’s 
arguments will be heard 
by the Varanasi court on  
11 October.

top of the day

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) on Friday 
filed a chargesheet against 
former Bihar chief min-
isters Lalu Prasad, Rabri 
Devi, their daughter Misa 
Bharti and 13 others in the 
land-for-jobs scam. 
According to the CBI, 

the chargesheet has been 

submitted before a CBI 
court in Rouse Avenue 
here. “During investiga-
tion, it has been found that 
the accused in conspiracy 
with the then GM Central 
Railways and CPO, Central 
Railways engaged persons 
as substitutes in lieu of 
land either in their name 
or in the name of their close 
relatives. This land was ac-
quired at prices lower than 

the prevailing circle rate 
and much lower than the 
market rate. It was also al-
leged that the candidates 
have used false TC and sub-
mitted false attested docu-
ments to the Ministry of 
Railways,” the CBI claimed 
in a press statement. 

Further investigation is 
continuing, the investiga-
tion agency added. 

The Royal Swedish Academy on Friday joint-
ly awarded the 2022 Nobel Peace Prize to hu-
man rights advocate Ales Bialiatski from Be-
larus, the Russian human rights organisation 
Memorial and the Ukrainian human rights 
organisation Center for Civil Liberties. 
“BREAKING NEWS: The Norwegian Nobel 

Committee has decided to award the 2022 
#NobelPeacePrize to human rights advocate 
Ales Bialiatski from Belarus, the Russian hu-
man rights organisation Memorial and the 
Ukrainian human rights organisation Cen-
ter for Civil Liberties,” the official Twitter 
handle of the Nobel Prize said. “The #Nobel-
PeacePrize laureates represent civil society 
in their home countries. They have for many 

In reply to the Election 
Commision of India’s letter, 
former Maharashtra chief 
minister Uddhav Thackeray 

today said the faction led by 
Eknath Shinde cannot claim 
the bow-an-arrow symbol as 
he and other MLAs in his 
camp had “voluntarily quit 
the party”.

The Election Commission 

on Friday wrote to Shiv Sena 
chief Uddhav Thackeray 
seeking his response by to-
morrow over the claim by ri-
val Eknath Shinde faction on 
the party’s ‘bow and arrow’ 

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) on Friday carried 
out searches at nearly three 
dozen locations in Delhi and 
Punjab in connection with 
the Delhi Excise Policy 2021-
22 case. 

The raids were conducted 
days after the Central agency 
arrested Sameer Mahen-
dru, Managing Director of 
Delhi’s Jor Bagh-based li-
quor distributor Indospirit 
Group, in the case. Among 
the accused in the case are 
Delhi Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Manish Sisodia, the then 
Excise Commissioner Arva 
Gopi Krishna, Deputy Com-
missioner Anand Tiwari and 
Assistant Commissioner 
Pankaj Bhatnagar. 

Other accused are Manoj 
Rai, a former employee of 
Pernod Ricard; Amandeep 
Dhal, director of Brindco 

Sales; director of Buddy 
Retail Amit Arora, and 
Dinesh Arora; authorised 
signatories of Mahadev Li-
quors Sunny Marwah, Arun 
Ramchandra Pillai and Ar-
jun Pandey. 

The ED and the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) had alleged that ir-
regularities were committed 
while modifying the Excise 
Policy, undue favours were 
extended to licence holders, 
the licence fee was waived or 
reduced and the L-1 licence 
was extended without the 
competent authority’s ap-
proval. The beneficiaries di-
verted “illegal” gains to the 
accused officials and made 
false entries in their books 
of account to evade detection. 

As alleged, the Excise De-
partment had decided to re-
fund the Earnest Money De-
posit of about Rs 30 crore to 
a successful tenderer against 
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Justifying India’s stand on 
abstaining from voting in 
UNHRC on atrocities of Uy-
ghurs by China, India in its 
first comment said that the 
human rights of people in 
Xinjiang should be respect-
ed and the abstention of the 
vote at UNHRC is in line with 
India’s long practice of not 
voting on country-specific 
resolutions. 

Responding to a media que-
ry on why India abstained 
from voting in UNHRC on 
China’s treatment of Uyghur 
Muslims, the official spokes-
person of the Ministry of 
External Affairs, Arindam 
Bagchi said, “Human rights 
of people in Xinjiang should 
be respected and added that 
the abstention of the vote at 
UNHRC is in line with In-
dia’s long practice of not vot-
ing on country-specific reso-
lutions.” “We have taken note 
of the OHCHR Assessment 
of human rights concerns in 
the Xinjiang Uyghur Auton-

16
boxers LovLinA, 
jAisMine, 
hussAMuddin 
off to winning 
stArts

10
biden wArns 
of nuCLeAr 
‘ArMAgeddon’ As 
putin’s MiLitAry 
struggLes

3
‘reAL 
deveLopMent’ of 
northeAst begAn 
in 2014: AMit shAh 
in sikkiM

saturDaY | 08 octoBer 2022 | Vol.1 Issue 123 | new delhI | rs. 5.00



years pro-
moted the 

right to criticise 
power and protect 
the fundamental 

rights of citizens,” the tweet 
added. 

The organisations have 
made an outstanding effort 
to document war crimes, 
human right abuses and the 
abuse of power. Together 
they demonstrate the sig-
nificance of civil society for 
peace and democracy. 

The Russian human rights 
organisation Memorial was 
established in 1987 by hu-
man rights activists in the 

former Soviet Union who 
wanted to ensure that the 
victims of the communist 
regime’s oppression would 
never be forgotten. 
“Memorial is based on the 
notion that confronting 
past crimes is essential in 
preventing new ones. The 
organisation has also been 
standing at the forefront of 
efforts to combat militarism 
and promote human rights 
and government based on 
rule of law,” the Academy 
said in a tweet. 

The Center for Civil Lib-
erties, another awardee 
of the 2022 Nobel Peace 

Prize, was founded for the 
purpose of advancing hu-
man rights and democracy 
in Ukraine. It has taken a 
stand to strengthen Ukrai-
nian civil society and pres-
sure the authorities to make 
Ukraine a full-fledged de-
mocracy. 

After Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in February 2022, 
the centre has engaged in 
efforts to identify and docu-
ment Russian war crimes 
against the Ukrainian popu-
lation. The centre is playing 
a pioneering role in holding 
guilty parties accountable 
for their crimes.
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T h e  a l l e g e d 
scam occurred 
when Yadav was 
Railway Minister 

between 2004 and 2009. 
Apart from the RJD leader, 
the chargesheet also in-
cludes the name of the then 
Railway General Manager. 

The FIR, registered in the 

matter earlier, reads that 
during the period 2004 to 
2009 various persons were 
appointed as substitutes in 
group D posts in different 
zones of the Railways in 
exchange for land, by the 
unknown Public Servants 
of the Indian Railway and 
later they were regularised. 

It was further alleged 
that unknown Public Ser-
vants of the Indian Rail-
way did not follow the in-
structions/ guidelines etc 
issued by the department 
during the relevant pe-
riod for the appointment 
of substitutes in group D 
posts in Railways. 

station un-
der section 354 of 
IPC, said a senior 
police official in 

Bhopal.
Additional Superintendent 

of Police Pratima Patel told 
press that the complainant 
was travelling with her in-
fant in the AC compartment 
of Rewanchal Express.

Stating the claims to be 
false Congress MLA Sid-
dharth Kushwaha said that 
they were standing at the 
gate of the train to Katni sta-
tion.

“These allegations are 
baseless, nothing as such 
happened. She is speaking 
anything, what was she do-
ing on our seat? Nothing 

from our end was done, only 
she can tell what happened. 
We were standing at the 
gate of the train till Katni”, 
he said.

Meanwhile, Congress 
MLA Sunil Saraf said that 
they were dumbfounded by 
the woman’s claims adding, 
“When the police came, we 
came to know about allega-
tions”.

MLA Sunil Saraf further 
added that there were other 
people on the train too but 
nobody said anything. The 
woman was sleeping on one 
of our berths. Her child was 
waking up due to a sound 
made by the door and she 
moved to another seat. 
When the police came, we 

came to know about the al-
legations.

MP CM Kamal Nath has 
formed a team to probe into 
the matter.

Further information on the 
matter is awaited.

Madhya Pradesh BJP 
president V.D. Sharma said 
that “the act of two Congress 
MLAs has exposed their real 
face”.

“Their leader Priyanka 
Gandhi says Ladki Hun Lad 
Sakti Hun, now I want to 
ask Priyanka Gandhi as to 
what action she would take 
against her party’s MLAs. I 
condemn this act and believe 
that the Congress leadership 
would take action against the 
two MLAs,” Sharma said.

Gurdwara Management 
Committee (DSGMC). 

The court while deciding to dis-
pose of the case also notes that if 
the candidate fails to appear less 

than 1 hour prior to reporting time, Kara/kir-
pan cannot be allowed inside the exam hall. 

Earlier in July months of this year, the 
Single bench of Justice Rekha Palli had said 
that, it is expected that not only the DSSSB 
but all other recruiting agencies who conduct 
similar examinations will take appropriate 
steps in this regard well before the conduct 
of the examinations. 

The Court was dealing with a plea challeng-
ing the denial of entry to a Sikh woman, for 
an exam being conducted by DSSSB, for the 
reason of her wearing a kara. 

The DSGMC earlier also wrote a letter to 
Union Government and Delhi Government 
in this regards and stated, “Article 25 of the 
Constitution guarantees the freedom of re-
ligion to all but it is often violated. In many 
instances, it has come to our notice that stu-
dents wearing ‘Kirpans’ and ‘Karas’ were 
not permitted to sit inside the examination 
hall and were asked by authorities to re-
move them.”

2 Congress MLAs in 
Madhya Pradesh booked for 
harassing woman on train

delhi hC allowS Sikh 
CandidateS wear kara, kirpan 
For governMent exaMS

‘6 indian priSonerS died in 9 MonthS’
TDG NeTwork
New Delhi

symbol in view of the 
upcoming assembly 

by-poll in Maharashtra. 
In its letter to Uddhav 

Thackeray, EC said the 
Commission had on September 29 re-
quested Thackeray to furnish written 
submissions along with the respective 
documents to support his claim by 7 
October 2022. “It may be recalled that 
the above timeline was given in the 
context of the exchange of documents 
supporting rival claims to be the real 
Shiv Sena from your side and that from 
Shinde for determination under Para 15 
of the Symbols Order,” said the Com-
mission. 

EC informed that Shinde has fur-
nished an application on October 4 un-
der Paragraph 18 of Election Symbols 
(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 
1968 to allot the symbol of the party 

“Bow and Arrow” to the group led by 
Shinde in view of the ongoing bye-elec-
tion from 166-Andheri East Assembly 

Constituency. 
“Though your reply is yet to be received, 
considering the fact that bye-election 
has been notified from 166-Andheri 
East Assembly Constituency, it is di-
rected that you may furnish your com-
ments along with requisite documents 
as requested by the Commission’s let-
ter dated 29 September, now, latest by 
2:00 pm of 8 October 2022. In case no 
reply is received, the Commission will 
take appropriate action in the matter 
accordingly,” the Commission told 
Thackeray.

Eknath Shinde took oath as the Chief 
Minister of Maharashtra on June 30 
earlier this year. This came after a fac-
tion of Shiv Sena under Shinde shifted 
the alliance to Bharatiya Janata Party 
BJP from MVA.  Since then, Maha-
rashtra has been witnessing a tussle 
between both the factions of Sena as to 
who is the real inheritor of the legacy of 
Bal Thackeray.

Amid symbol war between the two 

rival factions of Shiv Sena, the Shinde 
camp MP Rahul Shewale on Friday ex-
uded confidence in getting the rights 
over the “Bow and Arrow” symbol of 
the party. 

This comes ahead of the Election 
Commission’s decision over the claim 
by the two factions on the symbol of leg-
endary leader late Bal Thackeray’s party. 

Speaking to ANI, Shewale said, “We 
are confident that we will get the Bow 
and Arrow symbol and there is no need 
to look for an alternative. We have al-
ready submitted our side documents 
related to our support to ECI.” 

He further said the Thackeray faction 
kept delaying and asking for further 
dates to reply to the Election Commis-
sion. 

Asked whether EC will give its order 
ahead of the bye-election in the state 
(Andheri East Constituency), Shewale 
said, “Yes, we are confident and it is not 
only about the by-poll but we will get 
the symbol.”

were asked 
to vow not to wor-
ship Hindu gods 
and goddesses, 

nor to follow Hindu rituals, 
courted controversy.

The mass conversion event, 
called Dhamma Chakra Pra-
vartan Din, is a yearly event 
marking Dr BR Ambedkar’s 
conversion to Lord Buddha’s 
faith in October 1956 along 
with lakhs of followers.

The BJP has condemned 
the participation of the 
AAP minister, calling it an 
insult to Hinduism and Bud-
dhism. The BJP’s Delhi unit 
tweeted the video, accusing 
the AAP minister of “spew-
ing venom” against Hindus.
“See how Kejriwal’s minis-
ter is spewing venom against 
Hindus. The anti-Hindu face 
of the electoral Hindu Kejri-
wal and AAP has come in 
front of everyone. The pub-
lic will soon give a befitting 
reply to the anti-Hindu AAP. 
Shame on you, Kejriwal,” it 
tweeted.

BJP Delhi chief Adesh 
Gupta has filed a police com-
plaint ‘social media posts’ by 
Gautam “provocative, ex-
asperating, mischievous in 
nature”. 

“These social media posts 
are created with the ob-
vious motive of inciting 
violence and promoting 
hatred against Hindutwa 
and Hindu religion, which 
subsequently is motivated 
to provoke them,” his com-
plaint said.

Gupta also said that no 
religion taught us to hate 
other religions. But what has 
been done by the AAP has 
crossed all limit.

Gupta also took a dig at 
Arvind Kejriwal, question-
ing why he goes to temples 
during elections when his 
minister is “making people 
take an oath” against Hindu 
Gods.
“Once again the anti-Hindu 
face of AAP exposed.

@ArvindKejriwal The 
ministers are making peo-
ple take an oath that I will 
not believe in any Brahma, 
Vishnu, Mahesh!

So what do you go to tem-
ples to show during elec-
tions?

Does Hinduism sting so 
much in AAP’s eyes? Why 
so much hate?” he tweeted 
in Hindi.

BJP spokesperson Harish 
Khurana, sharing the clip, 

alleged that this showed the 
duplicity of the AAP party, 
as they pray to them during 
elections. “This is the duplic-
ity of @AamAadmiParty. In 
the state where elections are 
held there

@ArvindKejriwal and his 
henchmen do not tire of say-
ing Jai Shri Ram and Jai Shri 
Krishna. But where they are 
in power, how their minis-
ters (listen yourself) insult 
our favored deities,” he said 
in a tweet, adding that they 
would be filing a police com-
plaint regarding this.

BJP MP Manoj Tiwari 
echoed Gupta’s point of view. 
He said, “AAP ministers are 
attempting to incite riots. 
The minister should imme-
diately be removed from the 
party. We’re submitting a 
complaint against him.” 

Rajendra Pal Gautam, who 
serves as the Social Welfare 
Minister in the Delhi Cabinet, 
shot back, reminding the 
BJP of constitutional rights. 

“BJP is anti-national. I have 
faith in Buddhism, why does 
anyone have trouble with it? 
Let them complain. The con-
stitution gives us the free-
dom to follow any religion. 
BJP is afraid of AAP. They 

can only lodge fake cases 
against us,” he said.

The AAP minister, how-
ever, defended his said, say-
ing that he has faith in Bud-
dhism and nobody can force 
him to follow a religion.
“Those who do caste based 
politics are traitors, they 
don’t have any other agenda. 
They think they have exclu-
sive rights over a religion. 
They are asking why AAP 
workers go to temples. Well, 
those who have faith will go. 
I have faith in Buddhism, I 
will go there. No one can 
force me to follow a religion,” 
Mr Gautam added.

The event was organised 
by the Jai Bheem Mission 

- founded by Mr Gautam - 
where nearly 7000 people, 
mostly Dalits, embraced 
Buddhism. The event was 
also attended by the great-
grandnephew of BR Ambed-
kar, Rajratna Ambedkar.
Around 10 thousand 

people gathered at Ambed-
kar Bhavan in Delhi and 
took part in an initiation 
to convert to Buddhism 
on 5 October, the occa-
sion of Dussehra, when 
Ashok Vijayadashmi is also  
celebrated.

the set rules. Even though there was no enabling provision, a waiver on tendered licence fees was allowed 
from 28 December 2021, to 27 January 2022, due to Covid-19. 

This allegedly caused a loss of Rs 144.36 crore to the exchequer, said the FIR, which has been instituted on a 
reference from the Union Home Ministry following a recommendation from Delhi Lieutenant-Governor Vinai 

Kumar Saxena. 
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State politiCS 
pullS trS baCk 
to itS regional 
StatuS 
Real politics has ground-
ed Telengana Rashtriya 
Samiti (TRS) from becom-
ing a national party and 
it is back to its regional 
status. Recently, TRS 
moved the election com-
mission to change the 
party’s name to BRS. At 
that time, they didn’t re-
alised about the upcom-
ing elections in the state. 
Party workers forced 
party Supremo K Chan-
drassekhar Rao to put on 
hold the idea of becoming 
a national party till the 
three assembly bypolls 
were over. it was feared 
that the new name could 
cause confusion among 
the voters.  Moreover, 
the election commission 
will take some time to 
change the name of the 
party. if TRS had insisted 
on contesting the bypolls 
in the name of BRS, then 
they may have been al-
lotted a symbol different 
from the current symbol 
of car. Also eC would have 
treated them as an inde-
pendent candidate and 
they might have got three 
different symbols in three 
assembly constituencies. 
A general body meeting 
of TRS presided by Rao 
unanimously passed 
the resolution changing 
the party’s name from 
TRS to BRS to expand its 
activities nationwide. The 
by-election in Munu-
gode assembly seat has 
become a prestigious 
contest for all the three 
contestants—Congress, 
BJP and TRS. TRS cannot 
take the risk of contest-
ing with a free symbol 
as it might show where 
the political winds are 
blowing.

pilot eyeS CM’S 
Seat
while Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot is busy with 
the ‘investment summit’ 
in Rajasthan to prove 
his authority in the state 
leadership, his deputy Sa-
chin Pilot decided to give 
a miss to the programme. 
he rushed to the capital 
to seek clarification from 
the high command about 
the leadership of the 
state. Gehlot had met with 
Congress president Sonia 
Gandhi and opted out of 
the presidential race. At 
that time, he said that the 
Gandhi family would take 
the decision regarding 
the state’s Chief Minister-
ship.  This added fuel to 
the speculation about a 
change of guard at the 
state and party general 
secretary. Party’s general 
secretary K.C Venugopal 
said that the decision 
regarding the post of CM 
will be taken in a day or 
two. But with so many 
days passing by, and no 
decision yet announced, 
Pilot is in a state of worry. 
in the meantime, Venu-
gopal went to Banglore, 
where both Sonia and 
Rahul are present for the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra. After 
meeting them, Venugopal 
is expected to come back 
to the capital with a clear 
message. Pilot now, is 
waiting to hear the high 
command’s final verdict 
on the Chief Ministership.

omous Region, People’s Republic of China. 
The human rights of the people of Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region should be respected and guar-
anteed. We hope that the relevant party will ad-

dress the situation objectively and properly,” Bagchi added. 
India abstained on Thursday from voting on a draft reso-

lution at the 51st Regular Session of the UN Human Rights 
Council on holding a debate on the human rights situation in 
China’s Xinjiang region. 

Highlighting India’s commitment to upholding all human 
rights, the MEA spokesperson further added that the Absten-
tion of the vote is in line with India’s long practice of not voting 
on country-specific resolutions.

“We prefer direct dialogue on the issue. We have taken notice 
of the HRC report on violations in Xinjiang and we hope the 
relevant party will give it due attention,” he added. 

The draft resolution on “holding a debate on the situation of 
human rights in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region of 
China” was rejected in the 47-member Council after 17 mem-
bers voted in favour, 19 members voted against, including 
China, and 11 abstentions, including India, Brazil, Mexico 
and Ukraine.

He also said that some more Indian citi-
zens have been rescued from their fake employ-
ers and are in the custody of Myanmar authorities 
and legal formalities have been initiated for their 

return.
The spokesperson further stated that the details of agents 

allegedly involved in this job racket have been shared with 
relevant authorities in various states in India for appropri-
ate action.

Earlier in September, in an advisory to Indian citizens, the 
MEA had cautioned IT skilled youth who were the targets 
of such fake job rackets.
“Instances of fake job rackets offering lucrative jobs to entice 
Indian youths for the posts of ‘Digital Sales and Marketing 
Executives’ in Thailand by dubious IT firms involved in the 
call-centre scam and crypto-currency fraud have come to our 
notice recently by our Missions in Bangkok and Myanmar. 
The target groups are IT skilled youth who are duped in the 
name of lucrative data entry jobs in Thailand through social 
media advertisements as well as by Dubai and India-based 
agents,” read the MEA statement. 

Regarding the increas-
ing number of deaths of 
Indian prisoners in Paki-
stani jails, India on Friday 
reiterated that Pakistan is 
duty-bound to ensure the 
security of all Indians in its 
custody and said that inci-

dents of deaths of Indian 
prisoners are alarming. 

The official spokesperson 
of the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Arindam Bagchi 
said, “These increasing 
incidents of deaths of In-
dian prisoners are alarm-
ing and raise the question 
of their safety and secu-
rity in Pakistani jails.” 

Underlining the situation 
as an ongoing problem, 
Bagchi noted that there 
have been an increasing 
number of deaths of fish-
ermen in recent times and 
the Indian government has 
raised the question of the 
safety of Indian prison-
ers including fishermen to  
Pakistan. 
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On 7 October, 2001, Naren-
dra Modi first took the oath 
of office as the Chief Minister 
of Gujarat. The rest, as they 
say, is history!

Following his unanimous 
election as the head of the 
BJP legislative party, Guja-
rat’s CM-designate, Narendra 
Modi, received an invitation 
from the governor of the state 
to form the government.

After taking his maiden 
oath as Gujarat’s chief min-
ister, Modi ended his speech 
with a stirring rendition of 
“Bharat Mata Ni Jay.”

He then left the stage amid 
cries of “Apanu Gujarat, 
Agavu Gujarat” and drove 
an open jeep into the crowd.

Given the declining health 
of Keshubhai Patel, he was 
appointed to be the Gujarat 
chief minister.

Immediately after taking of-
fice, Modi started interacting 
with the bureaucracy in his 
own tech-savvy way, hold-
ing video conferences with 
at least 10 collectors on the 
first day.

“‘Vadodara was my ‘karm-
abhoomi’. I see several fa-
miliar media persons sitting 
there.’ was the first reaction 
of Modi during a video-con-
ference with officials of the 
Vadodara district administra-
tion. The wit and humour of a 
supposedly no-nonsense per-
son came as a surprise to the 
audience here.” TOI stated.

Times of India stated that 
day, “Modi seemed to have 

done his homework well be-
fore speaking to the officials. 
While he admitted that the 
Gujarati spoken by him was 
heavily accented with Hindi 
due to his stay in Delhi his de-
liberations with the officials 
made evident that he had kept 
in touch with the late of af-
fairs in Gujarat.”

Narendra Modi’s swearing-

in event was also streamed 
live online.

Modi entered his first-ever 
election on the popular bal-
lot nearly four months after 
taking the oath of office as 
Gujarat’s chief minister. After 
winning, he made his debut 
in the Gujarat Assembly.

Modi submitted his nomi-
nation for the Rajkot II seat 

in the Gujarat Legislative 
Assembly in January 2002.

With three terms as Guja-
rat’s chief minister from 2001 
to 2014, Modi went on to hold 
the record for the longest ten-
ure.

In 2014, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) announced 
Modi as its prime ministerial 
candidate and won 282 seats. 
The BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance won 386 seats 
out of the 543 total Lok Sabha 
seats.

After serving the state for a 
long period of time, he had re-
signed from the post of Chief 
Minister to become Prime 
Minister of India in 2014. 

The BJP, under Modi, bet-
tered its tally in the 2019 gen-
eral election and secured 303 
seats. 
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loss of life

The death toll in the Uttarkashi avalanche rose to 26 after 
seven more bodies of trainees were recovered on Friday from 
Draupadi ka Danda mountain peak in Uttarakhand, where 
an avalanche hit a team of mountaineers on October 4 morn-
ing.

According to the Nehru Institute of Mountaineering (NIM), 
as many as 29 people, including two instructors and 27 train-
ees, were stranded, and the search and rescue operation is in 
progress for the remaining three trainees. A search and res-
cue operation is in progress at the disaster site. The Helibome 
operation is ON. Evacuation of dead bodies by helicopter will 
be done depending on the weather conditions. “Search and 
rescue is in progress for the remaining 03 trainees,” the NIM 
said in a statement.

Personnel from various teams of the Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police (ITBP), the Nehru Institute of Mountaineering (NIM), 
the Air Force, the Army, the State Disaster Response Force 
(SDRF), and the High Altitude War School in Gulmarg in 
Jammu and Kashmir have been deployed in the rescue op-
erations.

Earlier in the day, the rescue operation was delayed due to 
bad weather conditions.

The Sub Divisional Magistrate, Bhatwadi, Chatar Singh 
said that four more bodies of the trainee mountaineers were 
brought on Friday morning, which will be taken for post-
mortem.

Uttarakhand DGP Ashok Kumar said that efforts are being 
made to bring the bodies to Matli helipad by Advanced Light 
Helicopter on Friday.

Uttarkashi avalanche: 
Death toll rises to 26, 
search operation on 
for 3 trainees
TDG NeTwork 
DEHRADUN

fraUD

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation on Friday filed a 
chargesheet against Sukesh 
Chandrashekhar and his 
associate in a fraud case in-
stituted in 2019.

The CBI has submitted a 
chargesheet against Sukesh 
Chandrashekhar and Sanjay 
Jain alias Sanjay Chicken, 
residents of Punjabi Bagh, 
Delhi, before the CJM, Chen-
galpattu, of Kancheepuram 
District in Tamil Nadu. The 
CBI registered a case in 
May 2020 on the orders of 
the Supreme Court of India 
and took over the investiga-
tion of an FIR registered in 
2019, earlier registered at 
police station DCB, Tiruval-
lur, Chennai (Tamilnadu) 

against an accused.
During the investigation, 

the roles of both the accused 
emerged. The accused had 
allegedly conspired to cheat 
by impersonation using 
digital devices. One of the 
accused had allegedly com-
mitted the offence while 
being on parole in October 
2019 and also impersonated 
many senior officers of the 
government of India by us-
ing call spoofing techniques 
and making phone calls to 
various people who were 
facing criminal cases by dif-
ferent investigating agencies.

It was further alleged that 
he had extorted huge sums 
of money as bribes from 
them in the guise of settling 
their cases and misappropri-
ated the money so collected 
for his personal use.

cBi files chargesheet against 
sUkesh chanDrashekhar in 
impersonation case
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Development

Adani Group Chairman and 
Founder, Gautam Adani on 
Friday announced to invest 
Rupees 65,000 crore over the 
next 5 to 7 years in Rajasthan 
and create 40,000 direct and 
indirect jobs in the state. The 
Ashok Gehlot-led Rajasthan 
government has organised 
the two-day Invest Rajast-
han 2022 summit to increase 
job opportunities in the state 
which is taking place at Jaipur 
Exhibition and Convention 
Centre. 

Along with Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot, many 
industrialists took part in this 
business summit including 
Gautam Adani, Laxmi Niwas 
Mittal of Arcelor Company 
and others. 

Speaking at the Invest Raj-
asthan summit 2022, Adani 
made the announcement of 
Rupees 65,000 crore in in-
vestment and 40,000 job 
opportunities in Rajasthan. 
The Adani Group has already 
invested over Rs 35,000 crore 

across multiple industrial sec-
tors in the state of Rajasthan, 
he said during his speech. 

“Continuing our investment 
in the renewables business, 
another 10,000 megawatts, 
with an investment of Rs 
50,000 crore, is under imple-
mentation – and this will be 
commissioned progressively 
over the next 5 years. In this 
context – just a week ago – 
we also achieved commer-
cial operation of the world’s 
largest wind-solar hybrid 
power plant – and it is here, 
in Rajasthan,” Gautam Adani 
said at Invest Rajasthan 2022 
Summit.

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot 
asserted that the schemes and 
policies of the state govern-
ment are investor-friendly and 
that the exemption for MSMEs 
has now been increased to five 
years from three years. 

“Electricity used to twinkle 
in the palaces of Rajas and Ma-
harajas with the help of gener-
ator...Now, more than 23,000 
megawatts of electricity is 
being generated in Rajasthan 
from 13 megawatts,” he said.

aDani vows rs 65000 cr 
investment in rajasthan
TDG NeTwork
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in the capital

The Delhi High Court on 
Friday reserved the order on 
the plea of AAP MLA Ama-
natullah Khan challenging 
the order of the Delhi Police 
declaring him a ‘bad charac-
ter’.

His counsel argued that 
the action of the police was 
mala fide, without applica-
tion of mind and any mate-
rial support, and intended to 
malign the image of the AAP 
MLA. He also argued that the 
history sheet, which is sup-
posed to be confidential, was 
leaked to the spokesman of a 
rival party and was shared 
on social media. This news 
was taken up by all the me-
dia houses and affected the 
image of the petitioner.

Justice Sudhir Kumar Jain 
reserved the order on the 
petition. The bench asked the 
counsel of the parties to sub-

mit their written arguments 
within 10 days.

Advocate M. Sufian Sid-
diqui argued that the order of 
the Delhi police is mechani-
cal, without material and 
application of mind. There 
is mala fide on the part of the 
Delhi police to malign the im-
age of the petitioner MLA.

For the record, Advocate 
Siddiqui argued that there 
was no material to form an 
opinion about the petitioner 
for the opening of the history 
sheet. There is not a single 
complaint by any neighbour.

He also argued that the 
Delhi Police has not even 
initiated an inquiry into the 
leakage of the history sheet. 
This demonstrates that the 
action of the police was mala 
fide and maligning the image 
of the petitioner.

It was submitted that the 
information couldn’t be 
shared with the petitioner 

but it could be shared with 
the court for judicial scru-
tiny.

On the other hand, the 
counsel for the AAP MLA 
contended that this is the 
first unprecedented case 
where a sitting MLA has 
been declared a bad charac-
ter. Otherwise, the story is 
the other way around: the 
bad characters become MPs 
and MLAs.

Earlier, the High Court had 
issued notice to Delhi Police 
on a plea moved by AAP 
MLA Amanatullah Khan. 
He has challenged the order 
issued by Delhi Police declar-
ing him a bad character in the 
area.

The bench had declined to 
interfere in the decision tak-
en by the Delhi Police. The 
counsel for the petitioner had 
urged the court to pass an in-
terim direction for Delhi Po-
lice not to act on the decision.

hc reserves orDer on plea By aap 
mla amanatUllah khan against 
BaD character tag
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history

21 years ago, when Narendra Modi became 
Chief Minister of Gujarat 

Narendra Modi took oath as Gujarat CM on 7 october, 2001 (file photo)
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cattle smUggling case

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) on Friday 
filed a charge sheet against 
Trinamool Congress leader 
Anubrata Mondal before the 
Special CBI court in Asan-
sol in a case related to cattle 
smuggling.

In a statement, the CBI 
mentioned that during fur-
ther investigation in the in-
stant case, it was revealed 
that the main accused in the 
conspiracy, along with other 
accused, ran the cattle smug-
gling racket smoothly, start-
ing from procurement and 
transportation of the same 
across the international bor-
der. As per the allegations, 
another accused named Mo-
hammad Enamul Haque had 
paid huge amounts of money 
to Anubrata Mondal through 
other accused.

During the period 2014–18, 
Anubrata Mondal allegedly 
accumulated huge proper-
ties in and around Bolpur 
and Kolkata in his name and 

family members’ names using 
illegal cash received in cattle 
smuggling.

Anubrata Mondal has al-
legedly invested around 18 
crores in fixed deposit ac-
counts and SB bank accounts 
maintained with different 
banks out of the illegal mon-
ey received from Mohammad 
Enamul Haque.

Earlier on Friday, a team 
from the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) reached Asansol 
jail to interrogate Saigal Hus-
sain, the personal security 
guard of Mondal.

On September 16, the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) raided and arrested 
Mondal’s daughter, Sukanya 
Mondal.

On August 11, Mondal was 
sent to 14-day judicial custody 
by the CBI Special Court after 
he was arrested from his resi-
dence in Birbhum’s Bolpur.

Anubrata Mondal is the 
Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
Birbhum district president 
and is considered a close as-
sociate of West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee.

CBI files chargesheet 
against TMC leader 
Anubrata Mondal 
TDG NeTwork
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new roaDs

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah, who is 
on a three-day visit 

to the northeast, on Friday 
said that the region was 
only considered a “tourist 
destination” before Nar-
endra Modi became Prime 
Minister.

Shah noted that the “real 
development” of the north-
east began only after Modi 
took over the office of Prime 
Minister in 2014. The re-
marks of the Home Minis-
ter came at a Cooperative 
Dairy Conclave-2022 of the 
Eastern and North-eastern 
regions.

In 75 years of indepen-
dence, before Narendra 
Modi became PM, the 
northeast was considered 
only a tourist destination. 
“After he became the PM, 
the real development of 
the northeast began,” Shah 
said.

The Home Minister said 
that the PM Modi-led gov-
ernment has decided to set 
up 65,000 active Primary 
Agricultural Credit Societ-

ies (PACS).
The Narendra Modi gov-

ernment has decided to set 
up around 65,000 active 

PACS. We’ve decided that 
within five years every pan-
chayat will have one PACS 
and a dairy each, “he said.

Earlier on Friday, he 
reached Sikkim’s Gangtok 
on Friday to inaugurate the 
Eastern and North-Eastern 
Zones Dairy Cooperative 
Conclave 2022.

People were seen on both 
sides of the road to welcome 
the Home Minister with the 
national flag in hand.

Shah tweeted, sharing a 
video of the same, “Grate-
ful to the people of Sikkim 
for such a warm reception 
in Gangtok. I am over-
whelmed. “

He inaugurated Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel’s statue 
at Raj Bhavan in Gang-
tok. State Governor Ganga 
Prasad was also present on 
the occasion.

Earlier today, he tweeted, 
“Leaving for the Northeast 
on my 3-day visit to Sikkim 
and Assam.”

Today I will inaugurate the 
“Eastern and North-Eastern 
Zones Dairy Cooperative 
Conclave 2022” at Gangtok, 
followed by a series of pro-
grammes in Assam. “

Meanwhile, Bharatiya 
Janata Party national presi-
dent JP Nadda will also ar-
rive in the Northeast today 
to inaugurate the party’s 
biggest office in the region.

According to Assam State 
BJP president Bhabesh Ka-
lita, the top leaders of the 
party will inaugurate the 
newly constructed Assam 
state BJP office in the Bas-
istha area of Guwahati on 
Saturday in the presence 
of Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, Union min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal 
and state party leaders.

Nadda and Shah will also 
attend the party work-
ers’ meeting at the Veteri-
nary College playground, 
Khanapara, in Guwahati.

Official sources said Shah 
will attend a series of official 
meetings on Saturday eve-
ning and Sunday morning. 
The Union Home Minister 
will attend the Conference 
of the Superintendents of 
Police at the Police Train-
ing College at Dergaon on 
Sunday and will then depart 
from the state on Sunday 
following several official 
engagements.

‘Real development’ of 
Northeast began in 2014: 
Amit Shah in Sikkim
TDG NeTwork
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Amit Shah unveils the statue of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.

top of the day

massive fire 
Breaks oUt at 
plastic company 
in noiDa
NOIDA: A massive fire 
broke out at a plastic 
factory in Noida Sector 3 
on Friday afternoon. The 
thick black smoke rose 
due to a fire at a build-
ing in Noida’s Sector 3. 
Several fire tenders are 
on the spot to douse the 
flame.So far, no loss of 
life has been reported. Ac-
cording to the police, the 
cause of the fire and the 
extent of the damage have 
not been identified as of 
now. Ravi Shankar Chabbi, 
Joint Commissioner of 
Police, Law & Order) said, 

“We received the informa-
tion of fire at a plastic tray 
manufacturing company. 
Several fire tenders are 
working to douse the 
fire. The building near the 
company has been evacu-
ated. So far, no injuries 
or loss of life have been 
reported.”

maharashtra 
okays rs 513 cr 
Diwali package 
for ration carD 
holDers
MUMBAI: The Maharash-
tra cabinet’s decision 
to give Diwali packages 
to 1.5 crore ration card 
holders of the state, the 
Eknath Shinde govern-
ment issued a resolution 
and approved Rs 513 
crore for this scheme. A 
total of Rs 478 crore will 
be spent on the purchase 
of sugar, suji (semolina), 
palm oil, and chana dal, 
with the remaining Rs 
35 crore going toward 
miscellaneous expenses 
related to the Diwali 
package distribution. The 
Maharashtra cabinet, in 
its previous meeting, had 
decided that 1.5 crore 
ration card holders, which 
amounts to around 7 
crore people, will be given 
a Diwali package, with 
the offer being valid for a 
period of 30 days.

QUick opD 
registrations 
now possiBle 
UnDer ayUshman 
Bharat Digital 
mission
NEW DELHI: The National 
Health Authority (NHA) 
under its flagship scheme, 
Ayushman Bharat Digital 
Mission (ABDM), is un-
dertaking a pilot for faster 
OPD registration service 
at the new OPD block of 
Lady Hardinge Medical 
College (LHMC) and Smt. 
Sucheta Kriplani Hospital 
(SSKH) in New Delhi, said 
the Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare on 
Thursday. 

rBi releases 
‘concept note’ 
on central 
Bank Digital 
cUrrency
NEW DELHI: The Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) on Fri-
day released a so-called 

“concept note” on Central 
Bank Digital Currency 
(CBDC) with the objec-
tive of creating aware-
ness about the planned 
features of the digital ru-
pee. The purpose behind 
the issue of this concept 
note is to create aware-
ness about CBDCs in 
general and the planned 
features of the Digital 
Rupee in particular, the 
RBI said in a statement. 

amit shah to chair meeting 
on ‘DrUg trafficking anD 
national secUrity’ 
NEW DELHI: Amit Shah will chair a regional meeting on 
“Drug Trafficking and National Security” in Assam on Sat-
urday to discuss the drug scenario in the North-Eastern 
Region and ways to mitigate it.

The meeting will be held in Guwahati, a sprawling city 
beside the Brahmaputra River in the North Eastern state 
of Assam, and Chief Ministers, as well as Directors Gen-
eral of Police of all North Eastern states, will participate, a 
government source said. Under the guidance of the Home 
Minister, about 11,000 kg of narcotic substances will be 
destroyed by the Narcotics Control Bureau, Guwahati, on 
Saturday.
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The Delhi High Court on 
Friday sought a response 
from the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) on a plea 
moved by recently arrested 
Popular Front of India (PFI) 
associates for not providing 
the FIR copy to them.

The bench of Justice Anoop 
Kumar Mendiratta on Friday 
posted the matter for October 
10 on the plea by a PFI mem-
ber, Muhammad Yusuf, ar-
rested during the NIA’s raids 
on 22nd September, seeking 
direction to provide a copy of 
the FIR.

Appearing for the peti-
tioner, Advocate Adit Pujari 
informed the court that the 
agency has not provided an 
FIR copy to the accused de-
spite repeated requests.  Re-
cently, in a major crackdown 
against PFI, over 106 PFI 
members were arrested in 
multiple raids carried out by 
a joint team of NIA, ED, and 
state police across 11 states. 

NIA also issued  a press 
statement in the regard.  The 
NIA conducted searches in 
93 locations across 15 Indian 
states, including Kerala, Tam-
il Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana, Uttar 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Delhi, 

Assam, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Goa, West Ben-
gal, Bihar, and Manipur.

These searches were con-
ducted at the houses and 
offices of the outfit’s leaders 
and members in connection 
with five cases registered by 
NIA following continued 
inputs and evidence that 
its leaders and cadres were 
involved in the funding of 
terrorism and terrorist ac-
tivities, organising training 
camps for providing armed 
training and radicalising 
people to join banned organ-
isations.

The NIA also said that a 
large number of criminal 

cases have been registered 
by different states over the 
last few years against the 
PFI and its leaders and mem-
bers for their involvement in 
many violent acts. Criminal 
violent acts carried out by 
PFI, such as chopping off 
the hand of a college profes-
sor, cold-blooded killings 
of people associated with 
organisations espousing 
other faiths, collection of ex-
plosives to target prominent 
people and places, support to 
Islamic State and destruction 
of public property, have had a 
demonstrative effect of strik-
ing terror in the minds of the 
citizens.

COURT INTERVENES 

DELHI HC SEEKS NIA RESPONSE ON 
ARRESTED PFI MEMBERS
TDG NETWORK
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ANTILA BOMB SCARE

The Delhi High Court 
on Friday dismissed a 
plea by sacked Mum-

bai top cop Sachin Waze chal-
lenging a sanction order to 
prosecute him under UAPA 
in relation to the Antilia 
bomb scare case.

The Division Bench of Jus-
tice Mukta Gupta and Justice 
Anish Dayal dismissed the 
plea filed by Waze for lack of 
territorial jurisdiction. Se-
nior Advocate, Puneet Bali 
appeared for the petitioner 
and argued that the Delhi 
High Court has the territo-
rial jurisdiction to entertain 
the said Petition in view of 
Article 226(2) of the Consti-
tution of India as impugned 
Order granting Sanction 
to prosecute the Petitioner 
was passed by an authority in 
New Delhi, hence, substan-

tial cause of action has arisen 
within the jurisdiction of this 
Court.

He further submitted that 
the petitioner has also chal-
lenged the vires of Section 
15(1) of the UAPA. 

Upon a question posed by 
the bench on whether an is-
sue of Sanction can be chal-
lenged at this stage or will be 

a matter of trial, Bali argued 
that the issuance of the Sanc-
tion to prosecute the Petition-
er under UAPA, has caused 
prejudice to the petitioner. 
Due to invocation of UAPA, 
the twin limitation on grant 
of bail as well as the right to 
be released on statutory bail 
under Section 167(2) CrPC 
has been taken away.

The lawyer concluded that 
as the prejudice is immediate 
and affects the fundamental 
rights under Article 21, the 
petitioner has rightly chal-
lenged the sanction at this 
stage. 

Earlier, the Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA) had 
given the sanction for Waze’s 
prosecution in September 
2020 for his alleged role and 
involvement in the Antilla 
bomb scare case. The case is 
being probed by the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA). 

A car carrying unassem-
bled explosive materials was 
found abandoned at Carmi-
chael Road in South Mumbai 
on February 2021, near the 
house of Reliance Industries 
chairman Mukesh Ambani. 
The owner of the vehicle was 
later found dead in a creek 
in the Thane district. Maha-
rashtra ATS is investigating 
the case. 

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

Delhi HC dismisses Sachin 
Vaze’s plea under UAPA

Sacked Mumbai cop Sachin Vaze 

A lawyer, who had adopted 
a girl child after waiting for 3 
years, has urged the Supreme 
Court to direct the concerned 
authorities to formulate a leg-
islative and administrative 
framework relating to the 
process of adoption in India.
The petitioner, Srisabarira-
jan, who is a lawyer prac-
tising in the Bombay High 
Court, has filed the petition 
through advocate Vishnu 

Kant. The Petitioner along 
with his wife, has adopted a 
girl child, after waiting for 3 
years.

He had preferred the pres-
ent petition, inter alia, for 
the enforcement of various 
fundamental rights and 
protections accorded to the 
children in need of protection 
and care, under the Consti-
tution of India. It seeks im-
mediate and emergency 
intervention of the supreme 
Court on certain grave issues 
which currently exist with 

respect to the adoption of 
children under the Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protection 
of Children) Act, 2015 (JJ 
Act) and the Hindu Adop-
tions and Maintenance Act, 
1956 (HAMA Act), protection 
and care, including the adop-
tion of children with special 
needs, foster care, and spon-
sorship.

The petitioner has ex-
pressed concern about the 
declining rate of adoption 
and cited an affidavit filed by 
the National Commission for 

the Protection of Child Rights 
(NCPCR) before the top court 
for the period between April 
2020 and January 11, 2022. 
It states that 10094 children 
are orphaned, 1,36,910 chil-
dren have lost either par-
ent, and 488 children were 
abandoned after the onset of 
COVID-19. Despite the huge 
increase in the number of 
orphaned, abandoned, and 
surrendered children, the 
number of children adopted 
under the JJ Act is meagre 
and continues to decline.

ON ADOPTION 

LAWYER URGES SC TO FORMULATE FRAMEWORK
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI  

Businessman Manoj Kumar 
Jayaswal and one more ac-
cused in a coal scam case 
were granted bail by the 
Rouse Avenue District Court 
in national capital on Friday.

The Special Judge Arun 
Bhardwaj in an order passed 
on Thursday said, “Keeping 
in view the overall facts and 
circumstances of the case 
coupled with the submis-
sions made and the fact that 
the accused persons were 
not arrested during the 
course of the investigation 
and there are also no allega-

tions that they did not join 
the investigation, the inter-
ests of justice will be met if 
accused persons namely 
Manoj Kumar Jayaswal and 
Ramesh Kumar Jayaswal 
are ordered to be released 
on bail upon their furnish-
ing a personal bond and 
a surety bond each in the 
sum of Rs.1,00,000/- each, 
to the satisfaction of this 
court.”

However, it is directed that 
none of the accused persons 
shall leave India without 
the prior permission of the 
court. They shall not tam-
per with the documents/
prosecution evidence or 

approach the prosecution 
witnesses in any manner, 
added the court.

The Special Public Pros-
ecutor appearing for ED ve-
hemently opposed the bail 
application of Manoj Kumar 
Jayaswal and argued  that 
he can influence and tem-
per with the evidence or the 
prosecution witnesses and 
may also delay the trial if he 
is released on bail.

Advocate Vijay Aggarwal, 
appearing for Manoj Kumar 
Jayaswal, stated that Manoj 
Kumar Jayaswal was not 
arrested during the course 
of the investigation and 
there are also no allegations 

by the ED that he had not 
joined their investigation. 

He further emphasised 
that there are no “proceeds 
of crime” in the present 
case, which is a “sine qua 
non” for the prosecution 
to be initiated in a money 
laundering case. In 2018, 
ED alleged that Manoj Ku-
mar Jayaswal, as head of 
the Abhijeet Group of Com-
panies, engaged in getting 
coal blocks allocated to his 
company, M/s Abhijeet In-
frastructure Limited, using 
unscrupulous means, and 
then used the allocation of 
the block to inflate the net 
worth of his company.

BAIL FOR SCAM 

Special Court grants bail to 
businessman in coal scam case
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

INDIA’S FINEST SUNDAY NEWSPAPER. PUBLISHED FROM  NEW DELHI.

Sundays have this depressing habit of being calm as a cup of camomile.

Sunday was designed as a day of rejuvenation, not as a restless vacuum.

It is an opportunity to fill the mind, not empty it. Sunday are a pause, a comma between a busy week before and an exciting 

one ahead.  The choice is simple.

Either you allow your minds to become potato-couched by inanity, or you read what you are holding  

(for which, many thanks).

The Sunday Guardian has been designed and written for a very special  reader: sharp knowledgeable, involved and 

aesthetic, who understands how to use  leisure. It is written to make your mind whir across a wide horizon of  information, 

entertainment, opinion and fine reading. Like it does after a great cup of coffee.

In 20 pages it captures all you need to know. A special section is  written and edited by young people who bring their 

distinct flair, focus and the courage to be different.

Enjoy the coffee. Sugar, okay?
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TOP OF THE DAY

HP CM THAKUR 
INAUGURATES 
PROJECTS WORTH 
RS 200 CR IN UNA
SHIMLA:  Himachal 
Pradesh Chief Minister on 
Friday inaugurated and 
laid foundation stones of 
developmental projects 
worth about Rs 200 crore in 
Una Assembly constituency.  
While addressing a largely 
attended public meeting 
at old bus stand Una, Chief 
Minister took a jibe at the 
condition of the Congress 
in the State and the Centre. 
He said that on the one 
hand the Congress leaders 
were on ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, 
on the other hand several 
Congress leaders at the 
Centre and in the State 
were on  ‘Congress Chhoro’ 
campaign. He said that 
senior leaders like Gulam 
Nabi Azad had left the 
Congress and several lead-
ers of the State like Pawan 
Kajal, Lakhvinder Rana, Yog 
Raj and Harsh Mahajan etc 
had left the Congress to join 
the BJP. 

PUNJAB MINISTER 
URGES PEOPLE TO 
TAKE RESOLUTION 
ON CLEANLINESS
CHANDIGARH: Punjab 
Cabinet Minister Dr Baljeet 
Kaur on Friday urge the 
masses to keep their 
surroundings neat and 
clean during a function 
organised to aware people 
about the welfare schemes 
under Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan at Ballamgarh and 
Mandi Lakhewali. Speaking 
during the occasion she 
stressed upon the need of 
cleanliness and informed 
the villagers about im-
mense benefits of it. She 
said that this is one of the 
simplest method to keep 
the diseases away. 

DELEGATION OF 
TEACHERS THANK 
PUNJAB CM FOR 
THE DIWALI GIFT 
CHANDIGARH:  A delega-
tion of 8736 teachers that 
have been regularised by 
the Punjab Government 
recently, today called on 
the Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann to express their 
gratitude towards him. The 
five member delegation 
profusely thanked the Chief 
Minister for accepting their 
long pending demand of 
regularisation of the service. 
They said that while earlier 
governments had merely 
done lip service on the issue, 
the Bhagwant Mann gov-
ernment paved way for their 
regularisation by remov-
ing all the obstacles. The 
delegation said that they 
will ever remain indebted to 
Chief Minister for this path 
breaking initiative.

SHOOLINI VARSITY 
LAUNCHES ONLINE 
DEGREES  
SHIMLA:  A In a pioneering 
step, top-ranked Himachal 
Pradesh-based Shoolini 
University has launched 
online degree programmes 
with pay-on-placement 
options. To begin with, the 
programmes will be offered 
for BBA, B Com (Hons), BA 
Journalism and Mass Com-
munication, and MA English. 
These programmes will 
start from November 15 
this year. A unique pay-on-
placement is applicable to 
all online bachelor’s degree 
programmes. Under this 
system, the student needs 
to pay only 50 per cent of the 
tuition fee.

The first phase of Haryana 
Panchayat polls will be held 
in ten of the 22 districts of 
state on October 30 and 
November 2, State Election 
Commissioner Dhanpat 
Singh announced on Friday.

The ten districts to go 
to polls first are Bhiwani, 
Fatehabad, Jhajjar, Jind, 
Kaithal, Mahendergarh, 
Nuh, Panchkula, Panipat, 
and Yamunanagar. Polling  
will be conducted from 7 am 
to 6 pm.

“On October 30, polling 
will take place to elect mem-
bers of zila parishad and 
panchayat samitis of these 
ten districts, while polls for 
sarpanches and panches of 
gram panchayats of the ten 
districts, will be held on No-
vember 2,” Dhanpat Singh 
said in a press conference in 
Panchkula. The nomination 
process for the first phase 
will start from October 14.

“Counting of votes for 
panches and sarpanches of 
gram panchayats will take 

place on the same day, while 
counting for zila parishad 
and panchayat samiti mem-
bers election, which are ex-
pected to be held on party 
lines and can have a bearing 
on the results of other dis-
tricts, will take place after 
polling in the remaining dis-
tricts,” Singh said.

Polling dates for the re-
maining districts will be 
given later, he said.

With the announcement of 
the Panchayat elections, the 
Model Code of Conduct has 
come into force from Friday. 
No officer or official con-
nected with the election work 
shall be transferred from his/
her present place of posting till 
the completion of the election 
process. It was informed fur-
ther by the state election com-
mission that the state govern-
ment cannot announce any 
new schemes, new projects 
etc. in the rural areas of these 
districts. In the districts where 
the model code of conduct is in 
force, the government cannot 
inaugurate or lay the founda-
tion stone for any building, 
project, etc.

PANCHAYAT ELECTION 2022

Phase-1 of Haryana 
panchayat polls on 
30 Oct, 2 Nov 
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

Three miscreants in Hary-
ana’s Gurugram allegedly 
shot at a man in Arjun 
Nagar while he was stand-
ing outside his home.

It has been reported that 
the miscreants arrived here 
on a two-wheeler when 
they fired at the injured 
Nitin alias Murli Punjabi at 
around 9.15 pm on Thurs-
day night. Nearby residents 
came out after hearing the 
sound of gunshots and see-
ing Nitin lying in a pool of 
blood, he was taken to a 
private hospital.

Later, the police were in-
formed and teams of Arjun 
Nagar Police station, New 
colony police station and 
Additional Commissioner 
of Police (ACP) city reached 
the spot and initiated the 
probe into the matter.

The police, in its prelimi-
nary investigation, found 
that the firing took place 

in connection with liquor 
smuggling. It has collected 
all the evidence including 
bullet shells from the crime 
spot.

However, it refrained 
from speaking much about 
the matter.

The police have started 
scanning the CCTV foot-
age from the nearby areas 
and are questioning Nitin 
for the identification of his 
attackers as his condition is 
said to be stable as of now.

According to his mother, 
Nitin usually stays at home 
and on the night of the at-
tack on him, he was “casu-
ally standing” outside his 
home when the attackers 
came from both sides of 
the street riding two scoo-
ties and fired at him and 
ran away.

Th e  v i c t i m’s  f a m i ly 
work as agents in the veg-
etable market where they  
own a number of fruit ‘re-
hdi’. Further details are 
awaited. 

LIQUOR SMUGGLING

MISCREANTS FIRE AT 
MAN IN GURUGRAM
TDG NETWORK  
GURUGRAM

In a major breakthrough, the 
Special Cell of Delhi Police 
has cracked the Mohali RPG 
attack case and Kurukshetra 
IED recovery case.

“Special cell arrested two 
key members of an interna-
tional terror module, also 
involved in the Mohali RPG 
attack including Arshdeep 
Singh and a juvenile ac-
cused. Another accused 
Deepak who along with ju-
venile fired the rocket is still 
on the run,” HGS Dhaliwal,  
Special CP, Delhi Police  
Special Cell said.

“All accused have been 
found to be members of joint 
terror network of Pakistan-
based Khalistani terrorist 
Rinda and Canada-based 
gangster turned terrorist 
Lakhbir Singh Landa,” he 
added.

Terror accused wanted in 
Mohali RPG attack on Pun-

jab Police Intelligence HQ has 
been arrested, police said. On 
May 9, Punjab Police Intelli-
gence Headquarters located 
in Mohali was attacked using 
a Rocket Propelled Grenade 
(RPG).

The Delhi Police has also 
arrested a terror accused, 
Arshdeep Singh, in Kuruk-
shetra IED recovery case. 
On August 4, the Special 
Task Force of the Haryana 
Police had recovered an Im-
provised Explosive Device 
(IED) packed with around 
1.3 kg RDX near Shahabad 
in Kurukshetra district.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on May 13, the Punjab 
Police declared Lakhbir 
Singh Landa as the key con-
spirator in the Mohali blast 
case. The police had said 
that Landa was a resident of 
the Tarn Taran district, who 
is a gangster and shifted to 
Canada in 2017.

He was said to be a close 

associate of Harinder Singh 
Rinda, who is in close prox-
imity to Babbar Khalsa In-
ternational chief Wadhawa 
Singh, as a part of ISI and 
operates from Pakistan.

Lakhbir Singh Landa’s 
main associates- Nishan 
Singh and Charad Singh 
were also from the Tarn 
Taran district, who have 
been arrested by the police 
as Nishan provided shelter 
to the two accused (involved 
in the incident).

In May, the Central Intel-
ligence Agencies had found 
the role of suspected over-
ground workers of Kha-
listani extremists group 
associated with Pakistan-
based terrorist groups in 
the Mohali blast.

On the night of May 9, a 
minor blast occurred out-
side the Punjab Police In-
telligence Headquarters in 
Mohali where no casualty 
or loss of life was reported.

MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH

Delhi Police cracks Mohali 
RPG attack case, 2 held
TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar dur-
ing his both the tenures has 
been taking forward the 
message of communal har-
mony, peace and universal 
brotherhood as taught by 
the great men in society. 

Haryana CM believes that 
the guiding principles and 
teachings of the great men 
born in our country are 
still relevant to the society. 
To ensure that the teachings 
of saints and sages reach 
the entire humanity, the 
Manohar-lal-led govern-
ment time and again has or-
ganised various state-level 
programmes to celebrate 
the birth anniversaries of 
saints and great men.

Taking yet another such 
initiative, a state-level pro-
gramme was organised at 
Chaudhary Devi Lal Sta-
dium, Gohana on Friday to 

mark the celebrations of the 
birth anniversary of Maha-
rishi Valmiki. The Valmiki 
community thronged to 
welcome the Chief Minister.

Chief Minister first paid 
floral tributes to the statue 
of Adi Kavi at Maharishi 
Valmiki Ashram. Like a 
common devotee, Mano-
har Lal participated in the 
bhajan-kirtan with Sangat. 
Seeing this, the saints were 
impressed with the simplic-
ity of CM.

During the function, the 
Chief Minister announced 
that reservations in hostel 
accommodations will be 
given to the schools and 
college students belonging 
to the SC community and 
disadvantaged groups. 

The government will soon 
implement a ‘zero dropout 
policy’, so that no child shall 
be deprived of education, 
CM said.

He further announced 
that the two new hostels to 

be constructed in the state 
will be named after Ma-
harshi Valmiki. The Chief 
Minister also announced 
to give Rs. 25 lakh for the 
construction work of the 
Trikal Samrasata Bhawan 
to be built in the Mahari-
shi Valmiki Ashram. He 
directed the Deputy Com-
missioner to immediately 
release the said amount so 
that the construction work 
can be completed.

Meanwhile, in view of the 
general elections of three 
tiers of Panchayati Raj In-
stitutions in the State, be-
cause of the enforcement of 
the model code of conduct, 
these announcements will 
be applicable for the areas 
outside the code of conduct.

In his inaugural address, 
the Chief Minister said 
propagating the thoughts 
and teachings of saints and 
great men in society is the 
need of the hour. It should 
be ensured that each one of 

us follows the teachings of 
great men, he added.

CM said that saints and 
great men do not belong to 
any particular caste or so-
ciety, rather their thoughts 
and teachings always re-
main a source of great inspi-
ration for the entire society. 
Maharishi Valmiki ji was 
the knower of Vedas. His 
teachings given through 
Ramayana are relevant 
even today, added the CM.

On this occasion, the Chief 
Minister also inaugurated 
the Samrasata Bhawan 
built in the Ashram. There-
after, he reached the Chaud-
hary Devi Lal Stadium and 
gave the message of social 
harmony and brotherhood 
to the people of the state. 

He said that saints and 
great men do not belong to 
any particular caste or so-
ciety, rather their thoughts 
and teachings always re-
main a source of great inspi-
ration for the entire society. 

IN GOHANA

Haryana CM pays tributes to Maharishi 
Valmiki on his birth anniversary
TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

Haryana CM Maohar Lal with saints in Gohana.

In a major crackdown 
against liquor mafia, the 
Enforcement Directorate 
conducted fresh raids in 
Faridkot, Ludhiana and 
Chandigarh on Friday ear-
ly morning. 

The raids were held on li-
quor contractors in Punjab.
The searches were taken 
at various locations of fa-
mous liquor baron Deep 
Malhotra. His company 
had bid for and was run-
ning several liquor vends 
in Delhi.

A team of ED reached 
at the residence of former 
Akali MLA and liquor bar-
on Deep Malhotra at Farid-
kot. The ED team reached 
the house on Cantonment 
Road at about 8am. The ED 
team members did not al-
low entry of any person in-

side the house afterwards.
Deep Malhotra house at 

faridkot usually kept emp-
ty and generally is used 
by the family during their 
visit to Faridkot. Om Par-
kash Malhotra, Deep Mal-
hotra’s father, belonged to 
Faridkot town. For the last 
four decades, the family 
has dominated liquor busi-
ness in the region.  

It is learnt that Deep 
Malhotra was partner in 
two firms, which got li-
cences to operate liquor 
vends in Delhi for three 
groups.

Sources said the raids 
are being conducted on 
premises associated with 
vendors, distributors and 
alleged middlemen in-
volved in the liquor busi-
ness in the national capital  
under the now-scrapped 
liquor policy.

DELHI LIQUOR POLICY

ED conducts 
fresh raids at 3 
spots in Punjab
TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

Himachal police teams were 
sent to various places in Gu-
jarat and Uttar Pradesh to 
arrest an apple trader who 
went missing with a con-
signment of apples worth Rs 
1.08 crore. It is said that he is 
running a firm by the name 
of AZ Babloo.

According to the com-
plaint, he used to operate 
the firm from shed number 
33 in the apple market in 
Agriculture Produce Mar-
keting Committee located  
at Kather on Solan-Shimla 
highway.

However, APMC secretary 
Ravinder Sharma informed 
that no such arhtiya or trad-
er is registered with APMC. 
Traders who buy apples 
from registered arhtiyas need 
to get registered and pay 1% 
as market fee to APMC.

To avoid market charges, 
many times traders do not 
register themselves with 
APMC. Sharma told that 
such cases keep coming fore 
every year and due to these 
reasons the business of apple 
has reached to deterioting 
stage. 

According to the complain-
ants, the owner of the com-
pany, Abdullah Ahmed, a 
resident of Surat in Gujarat, 
was doing apple business for 
the past two months.

He failed to make the bal-
ance payment of Rs 1.08 
crore to 12 traders selling 
apples. Ajay Rana, Addi-
tional SP, Solan, said that the 
arhtiyas were paid partly, but 
he failed to pay the dues and 
disappeared.

Abdullah Ahmed has been 
booked for cheating under 
section 420 of the Indian Pe-
nal Code and further investi-
gation is on in the matter.

FROM HIMACHAL

GUJARAT TRADER 
DECAMPS WITH APPLES 
WORTH RS 1.08 CRORE
TARUNI GANDHI  
CHANDIGARH 

SEEKING ACTION

Recalling the “Kan-
ishka” bombings, 
India on Friday ex-

pressed worries over the 
banned “Sikh for Justice” 
activities in Canada and 
said that it is “unfortunate” 
that objectionable referen-
dums are being allowed in 
a friendly country.

“These objectionable 
referendums .. it is very 
unfortunate that these are 
being allowed in a friendly 
country. We have reiterated 
the same before as well. We 
have conveyed our con-
cerns to the Canadian gov-
ernment at different lev-
els,” MEA spokesperson 
Arindam Bagchi during a 
weekly presser. “We hope 
that these activities stop in 
future. India has issued an 
advisory as well that how 
anti-India activities are on 

a rise in Canada and how it 
is posing a risk to Indians. 
We must not forget Kanish-
ka Bombings. There have 
been links in the past. We 
have already banned the 
SFJ outfit,” Bagchi added.

The group Sikhs For Jus-
tice (SFJ) is banned in In-
dia since 2019. Earlier they 
had organised a so called 
referendum in Brampton, 
Canada, for carving out a 
separate nation.

Notably, a bomb explod-

ed on Air India Flight 182 
“Kanishka” from Canada 
off the coast of Ireland on 
June 23, 1985, killing 329 
passengers and crew. This 
included over 280 Cana-
dian citizens including 29 
entire families and 86 chil-
dren under the age of 12.

Incidentally, India had on 
September 23 issued an ad-
visory for Indian nationals 
and students in Canada to 
remain vigilant amid in-
creasing incidents of crimes 

and anti-India activities in 
the country. In a statement, 
the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) said Indian 
missions in Canada have 
taken up these incidents 
with the Canadian authori-
ties and requested them to 
probe these crimes.

“There has been a sharp 
increase in incidents of hate 
crimes, sectarian violence, 
and anti-India activities in 
Canada. The Ministry of 
External Affairs and our 
High Commission/Con-
sulates General in Canada 
have taken up these inci-
dents with the Canadian 
authorities and requested 
them to investigate the said 
crimes and take appropri-
ate action,” the MEA said.

The  statement  a lso 
stressed that “the perpetra-
tors of these crimes have 
not been brought to justice 
so far in Canada.” “In view 
of the increasing incidenc-

es of crimes as described 
above, Indian nationals and 
students from India in Can-
ada and those proceeding to 
Canada for travel/education 
are advised to exercise due 
caution and remain vigi-
lant,” the statement added.

The advisory also said In-
dian nationals and students 
from India in Canada may 
also register with the High 
Commission of India in 
Ottawa or the Consulates 
General of India in Toronto 
and Vancouver through 
their respective websites.

“Registration would en-
able the High Commission 
and the Consulates General 
to better connect with Indi-
an citizens in Canada in the 
event of any requirement or 
emergency,” the advisory 
said. This advisory after 
India termed the so-called 
Khalistan referendum con-
ducted by separatist groups 
as a “farcical exercise”.

INDIA RECALLS KANISHKA BOMBING TO 
DECRY ‘KHALISTAN’ ACTION IN CANADA

TDG NETWORK  
NEW DELHI 

MEA spokesperson Arindam Bagchi.

Unfortunate that objectionable referendums are being 
allowed in a friendly country, said MEA spokesperson
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‘IndIa’s bIggest scam’

YS Sharmila, YSR 
Telangana Party 
president and sister 

of Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy, on Friday alleged cor-
ruption in the Kaleshwaram 
Lift Irrigation Project in 
Telangana and described it 
as India’s biggest scam.

Sharmila alleged that a ma-
jor part of the money invest-
ed in the Rs 80,500-crore 
project was embezzled. Ad-
dressing a press conference, 
Sharmila said, “I am here to 
highlight the biggest scam 
in India. The Kaleshwaram 
Lift Irrigation Project scam 
is bigger as it is not just vir-
tual money but also physi-

cal money that has cost the 
exchequer. The amount of 
money involved is Rs 1.2 lakh 
crore.

She further claimed that 
the irrigation project was 
originally the idea of her fa-

ther, YS Rajasekhara Reddy, 
but had now been mangled.

The Kaleshwaram Project 
was the brainchild of my 
father, but it has been dis-
torted in every form. Of the 
Rs 1.2 lakh crore invested in 

this, around Rs 1 lakh crore 
came from central financial 
institutions. We met the CBI 
Director and he assigned 
a DIG-rank officer to look 
into the corruption, added 
Sharmila.

Telangana Chief Minister 
K Chandrashekar Rao in 
June 2019 inaugurated the 
Kaleshwaram Lift Irriga-
tion Project in Bhupalpally 
district, billed as the world’s 
largest multi-stage lift irriga-
tion scheme. The project has 
been mired in controversy 
since its inception.

In August 2019, Congress 
MP from Bhongir, Komat-
ireddy Venkat Reddy, wrote 
to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi alleging a scam 
of “thousands of crores of 
rupees” in executing the 

Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation 
Project.

Reddy had demanded a 
detailed inquiry and urged 
Prime Minister Modi to stop 
the work immediately and 
prevent the misuse of the 
huge amount pertaining to 
the government exchequer. 
He also requested an order 
to call for tenders for the 
transparent execution of the 
work.

In October 2020, the Na-
tional Green Tribunal held 
that the environmental clear-
ances granted to the Kalesh-
waram lift irrigation project 
in Telangana were in viola-
tion of the law and directed 
to constitute an expert com-
mittee to assess the extent of 
damage and identify the res-
toration measures necessary.

TDG NETWORK
HYDERABAD

YSRTP chief alleges corruption in 
Kaleshwaram irrigation project

Y.S. Sharmila

D.K. Shivakumar

probe

In the valley

d.K. shIvaKumar appears 
before ed, says summons 
attempt to thwart 
bharat Jodo yatra

thousands queue up for ‘agnIpath’ recruItment rally In J-K’s samba

Karnataka Congress president 
D.K. Shivakumar on Friday 
appeared before the Enforce-
ment Directorate in the na-
tional capital for questioning.

Shivakumar and his brother 
D.K. Suresh were summoned 
in the probe connected with 
an ongoing probe into the 
National Herald money laun-
dering case. The veteran Con-
gress leader had asked for a 
pass as he wanted to be pres-
ent during the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra.

“I have been summoned by 
ED. I had requested them to 
call both me and my brother 
DK Suresh after 23 October, 
but the concerned official 
directed us to present before 
him nonetheless. So we left 
the Bharat Jodo Yatra in the 
middle and arrived here,” said 
Karnataka Congress Chief DK 
Shivakumar.

Earlier, Shivakumar had 
slammed the ED and termed 
the summons as a political 
harassment.

“I requested the Enforce-

ment Directorate to postpone 
their summons in view of 
the BharatJodoYatra. Their 
rejection is a clear sign that 
the timing of their summons 
is political harassment. They 
don’t like my participation in 
the BharathAikyataYatre,” 
tweeted Shivakumar.

On September 7, the ED En-
forcement Directorate (ED) 
rejected Karnataka Pradesh 
Congress Committee presi-
dent DK Shivakumar’s re-
quest to extend the date of his 
appearance before the agency.

Earlier, DK Shivkumar also 
accused the government of 

misusing agencies to harass 
him after seeing the success 
of the Bharat Jodo Yatra. The 
Congress leader said he would 
discuss the summons with 
fellow party leaders and take 
a call on whether he should 
appear.

The ED had filed a charge 
sheet against Shivakumar and 
others in a money laundering 
case in May. Shivakumar is 
currently serving as the Presi-
dent of the Karnataka Pradesh 
Congress Committee.

An Indian Army recruitment 
rally for Agniveers began in 
Jammu’s Samba district on 
Friday.

Thousands of candidates 
participated in the rally. Ro-
hit Singh, a candidate for 
Agniveer recruitment said, 
“Those who prepared well 
have been selected. I want 
to serve the country, am 
thus opting for the Army.” 
The Union Cabinet on June 
14 approved a recruitment 
scheme for Indian youth to 

serve in the three services 
of the Armed Forces called 
‘Agnipath’, and the youth se-
lected under this scheme will 
be known as ‘Agniveers’.

The Agnipath scheme al-
lows patriotic and motivated 
youth to serve in the Armed 
Forces for a period of four 
years. The Agnipath scheme 
has been designed to enable a 
youthful profile of the Armed 
Forces.

“Agnipath” is a pan-India 
merit-based recruitment 
scheme for enrolling sol-
diers, airmen, and sailors. 
The scheme provides an op-

portunity for young people 
to serve in the regular cadre 
of the armed forces. All those 

recruited under the ‘Agnipa-
th’ scheme will be called ‘Ag-
niveers’.

‘Agniveers’ will be enrolled 
for a service duration of 4 
years, including the training 
period. After four years, only 
25 per cent of the Agniveers 
will be retained or re-enlisted 
in the regular cadre based on 
merit, willingness, and medi-
cal fitness.

The Agnipath scheme has 
been introduced to strength-
en India’s security. The ‘Ag-
niveers’ will be given a good 
pay package and an exit re-
tirement package after four 
years of service. The first 
four years, served under a 
contract, are not likely to be 

considered for the fixation of 
the final pensionary benefits.

The other 75 percent of 
‘Agniveers’ will be demobil-
ised, with an exit or “Seva 
Nidhi” package of Rs 11–12 
lakh, partly funded by their 
monthly contributions, as 
well as skill certificates and 
bank loans for help in their 
second careers.

The Indian Army organised 
a two-month pre-training for 
youth residents of the villag-
es located in the border areas 
of Uri subdivision along the 
Line of Control (LOC) in the 
Baramulla district of Kash-

mir for enrolment in the 
Army under the Agnipath 
scheme in September.

Earlier on August 14, a sim-
ilar recruitment rally for the 
‘Agniveers’ began in Hary-
ana’s Hisar, which went on 
for a few days.

The first-ever examina-
tion for recruitment in the 
Indian Air Force through 
the new ‘Agnipath’ recruit-
ment scheme began across 
the country on July 24 amid 
tight police security. This 
exam was conducted in many 
parts of the country, includ-
ing Delhi, Kanpur, and Patna.
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In KarnataKa

case regIstered agaInst 
those Involved In vIolence 
at bIdar mosque: mInIster 

Karnataka Home Minister 
Araga Jnanendra on Friday 
said that a misunderstand-
ing that had cropped up be-
tween two groups resulted in 
the incident at the madrassa 
in Bidra during Dusshera 
festivities, following which 
four people have been taken 
into custody. A case has been 
registered against nine peo-
ple in connection with the 
case, police said.

Jnanendra further said 
that a case has been regis-
tered against those involved 
in the violence at the Bidar 
mosque and the law and 

order situation was now 
under control. “Every year 
they perform Puja on the 
occasion of Dusshera at 
the Madrassa as there is a 
Shami tree there. This time 
there were more number of 
people who entered the ma-
drassa and hence resulted in 
a misunderstanding. Usually 
five or six people used to go, 
but this time more people 
went inside the madrassa,” 
Jnanendra said.

He further said that a case 
has been registered against 
those involved in the vio-
lence in Bidar and that the 
law and order situation is 
now under control.
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shocKIng

Noida rocked by 2 encounters 
in 24 hours, 2 arrested

The Uttar Pradesh Police on 
Friday morning arrested one 
man who was booked under 
as many as 21 charges in the 
Film City area of Noida.

“During the check, an at-
tempt was made to stop a 
suspect who tried to run 
away but got injured after 
an encounter that took place 
between him and the police 
personnel near Film City, 
where he also fired at the po-
lice,” said Ashutosh Dwivedi, 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (ADCP), 
Noida. The police have iden-
tified the arrested person as 
Danish alias Sayyar, who has 
been booked with 21 charges 

against him in the Delhi-
NCR. Two other cases have 
been booked against Danish 
at the Sector 20 Police Sta-
tion, ADCP Dwivedi said.

The police have recovered 
one motorcycle, which was 
stolen from Phase 3, one gun, 
and three cartridges from his 
possession and informed 
him that his other compan-
ion had managed to escape 
from the spot and is currently 
being searched.

Meanwhile, another en-
counter broke out with a 
chain and mobile phone 
snatcher, namely Harjeet 
from Ghaziabad, in the Po-
lice Station area of Sector 113, 
near Prithla during the late 
night hours of Thursday.

The ADCP was informed 

that the accused person had 
snatched three mobiles on 
Thursday in Ghaziabad.

“When police chased, the 
miscreant opened fire and 
got injured in retaliatory 
firing. Three mobile phones 
and one vehicle were recov-
ered. Search for his abscond-
ing partner is underway,” he 
said.

All three snatched mobile 
phones, along with a KTM 
bike, which was stolen from 
Delhi, have been recovered 
from his possession.

“He has been charged with 
nearly a dozen cases in Del-
hi NCR and his absconding 
partner is being searched,” 
he added.

More details regarding both 
encounters are underway.
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seIzed

6 held as NCB recovers 
drugs worth Rs 120 cr 
in Mumbai, Gujarat

In a major drug haul, the 
Narcotics Control Bureau 
recovered MD drugs worth 
Rs 120 crore, said officials 
on Friday. 
The drugs were seized at 
two places in Gujarat and 
Mumbai.

A total of 50 kilograms 
of drugs were recovered 
from Mumbai. “Acting on 
an input, NCB recovered 
approximately 50 kg of 
MD drugs concealed in a 
godown in Mumbai. Two 
people, including the king-
pin of the cartel, were ar-
rested. Both the arrested 

accused are from Mum-
bai,” said Deputy Director 
General, NCB, S.K. Singh.

In Gujarat, a total of 
10.350 kg was seized while 
four people were arrested.

“Initially, info regarding 
the sale of MD drugs in 
Gujarat was shared by the 
Naval Intelligence Unit of 
Jamnagar, Gujarat. This in-
put was jointly developed 
by NCB and the Naval In-
telligence Unit and seized 
around 10.350 kg of MD 
drugs and four people were 
arrested,” he added.

Earlier in September, the 
NCB seized a total of 200 
kg of ganja worth Rs 4 
crore in Mumbai.
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InvestIgatIon

mazar buIlt In vIdIsha 
school premIses, ncpcr 
probe underway

Taking note of the alleged 
construction of a tomb inside 
the premises of a government 
school in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Vidisha district, National 
Commission for Protection of 
Child Rights (NCPCR) Chair-
person Priyank Kanoongo 
said he would submit a report 
to the concerned ministries.

He also noted that the 
school’s students needed 
counselling.

“The work of radicalization 
is being done, and all this is be-
ing done by the teachers of the 
school. At this time, the stu-

dents, especially the girls who 
are demanding a separate room 
for offering namaz, need to be 
counselled,” Kanoongo said.

Notably, it was alleged that 
a tomb-like structure had 
been built in CM Rise School 
of Kurwai tehsil of Vidisha 
district by the principal of the 
school, Saina Firdous.

Later, a complaint was made 
to the Bhopal Education 
Board, and after that, instruc-
tions for investigation were 
given to the Vidisha District 
Education Department. The 
principal was also transferred 
from the school.

Vidisha District Education 
Officer Atul Moudgil inves-

tigated the matter and found 
the complaint to be correct 
and filed a report, after which 
the principal was transferred.

However, she had said in her 
statement that there existed a 
platform at that place and that 
she had merely conducted 
some repairs.

While talking to the press 
on Thursday, Kanoongo said, 
“When we went there for an 
investigation and took stock 
of the situation. We came to 
know that the former prin-
cipal had reserved a room in 
the school itself for offering 
Namaz, and this is not limited 
to the CM Rise School, but in 
other schools also. “
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In uttaraKhand

govt Issues order to regIster 
case agaInst IrregularItIes 
In 2015-16 recruItment
TDG NETWORK
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The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led Uttarakhand govern-
ment on Friday decided to register a case against irregu-
larities in recruitment during the tenure of the Congress 
government.

The Uttarakhand government, in an order, said that 
the government has decided to register a case against the 
culprits who committed irregularities in the recruitment 
examination held for 339 promotions in 2015-16 during 
the tenure of the Congress government. In this regard, the 
release stated that Additional Secretary of Personnel Lalit 
Mohan Rayal had issued a letter to Vigilance, the order 
stated.

The government has announced that it has issued direc-
tions to register the case under sections 420, 466, 467, 201 
and 120 (B) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), sections 3, 7, 9, 
10 and 45 of the Uttar Pradesh Public Examinations (Pre-
vention of Unfair Means) Act, 1998, and sections 7 (A), 12, 13 
(1) (A) and 13 (2) of the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988.

As per the order, severe irregularities took place in the 
recruitment examinations, including paper leaks before 
the exam and manipulating the OMR mark sheet to benefit 
some specific people.

top of the day

former 
KarnataKa 
mInIster 
JabbarKhan 
honnallI  dIes
HUBLI: Former Karna-
taka minister Jabbarkhan 
Honnalli passed away at 
the age of 80 on Friday 
morning. Honnalli was 
unwell for a few days and 
was being treated in a 
private hospital where 
he breathed his last this 
morning. Janata Dal 
nominated him to the Kar-
nataka Legislative Council 
in 1989. Later, he joined 
Congress and became an 
MLA from the Hubli City 
constituency twice. In the 
2004 Congress and JDS 
coalition government, he 
served as youth welfare 
and sports minister. He 
served as Hubli Anjuman 
E Islam’s president also.

bsf Jawan 
InJured In 
chhattIsgarh 
Ied blast
KANKER: A soldier of the 
Border Security Force 
(BSF) was injured in an 
IED blast near Markanar 
village under the police 
station limit of Koyalibeda 
in Chhattisgarh’s Kanker 
on Friday. “One BSF 
jawan was injured in an 
IED blast near Markanar 
village under Koylibeda 
PS limit,” said Shalabh 
Sinha, Superintendent of 
Police (SP), Kanker. More 
details are awaited. Earlier 
on March 14, an Assistant 
Sub-Inspector rank officer 
of the Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police (ITBP) was killed in 
a high-pressure impro-
vised explosive device 
(IED) blast attack by Nax-
als in Narayanpur district 
of Chhattisgarh, which 
is within 3 km of ITBP’s 
Sonpur camp.

no-confIdence 
motIon barred 
for dIstrIct 
panchayat 
presIdents
LUCKNOW: A no-confi-
dence motion cannot be 
introduced for the District 
Panchayat President and 
Block Pramukh posts 
till at least 2 years after 
they’ve been elected, as 
per a new notification is-
sued by the Uttar Pradesh 
government on Thurs-
day. Governor Anandiben 
Patel has approved the 
notification. According 
to the notification, a no-
confidence motion will 
also require two-thirds of 
the votes now.

3 dIe after 
speedIng car 
rams Into 
parKed trucK
KAMRUP: At least 
three people were killed 
after a car hit a parked 
truck on the roadside 
on National Highway 37 
in the Kamrup (Metro) 
district of Assam late 
on Thursday night. The 
incident took place in 
the Nazirakhat area near 
Sonapur, which is about 
25 km from Guwa-
hati. According to the 
police, an Assam-based 
speeding car was going 
towards Guwahati when 
it hit a parked truck on 
the NH-37, which killed 
three people, including 
the driver of the car, on 
the spot. Following the 
incident, the local police 
immediately rushed to 
the spot and sent the 
bodies for post mortem.



Before the Lok Sabha 
elections, one thing 
became abundantly 

clear: the path to Delhi’s 
throne leads through Uttar 
Pradesh. This also seems 
practical because there are 
80 Lok Sabha seats in Ut-
tar Pradesh. For decades, 
the Congress and BJP have 
succeeded or failed in striv-
ing for supremacy over the 
region. Before the 2014 
elections, Narendra Modi 
made the decision to leave 
his home state and become 
a candidate from Varanasi, 

and in 2019, on its strength, 
along with the whole of 
North India, the East and 
South India also benefited. 
Mulayam Singh Yadav and 
his supporters did not dream 
of becoming Prime Minis-
ter on the strength of Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar since the 
power struggle of V.P. Singh 
and Mulayam was decided 
before the name of Inder Ku-
mar Gujral, then the Marxist 
Communist leader. Opportu-
nity lost Only once in the last 
75 years, in 1977, the name of 
Bihar’s Dalit leader Jagjivan 
Ram, who rebelled against 
the Congress, came up for 
consideration seriously, but 
Jayaprakash Narayan, the 
leader of the Janata Party, 
stamped the claim of the old 
rebel Congressman Morarji 
Desai. Now the Chief Min-
ister of Bihar, Nitish Kumar, 
who was undeclared before 
the 2024 elections, is be-
ing projected as the prime 
ministerial candidate. How 
possible is this revolutionary 

change?
The late Lalu Prasad Yadav 

and his successor, Tejashwi 
Yadav, are at the forefront of 
breaking the love-hate link 
by raising the flag of giving 
Bihar the Prime Minister. 
After the court sentence and 
jail in the fodder scam, Lalu 
was away from the throne 
of power long ago, but his 
vote bank is still safe. This 
is the reason why Nitish Ku-
mar has left the strong hand 
of the BJP and has taken a 
gamble to take his ride on 
the shoulders of the Yadav 
family. Surrendering him-
self in closed rooms and in 
public, he has promised to 
hand over the chief minis-
ter’s post to Tejashwi Yadav. 
In a survey conducted by 
India News this week, more 
than 62 percent of people 
believed that Nitish Kumar 
would give Tejashwi Yadav 
the crown of power even be-
fore he starts the campaign 
to get the post of Prime Min-
ister. The question is, like in 
the Vidhan Sabha elections, 
will the people of Bihar sup-
port Nitish-Yadav’s parties-
alliance in all 40 seats? 
There will be a fight over 
seat distribution first, and 
then the Congress or other 
non-BJP parties will come in 
the posture of great sacrifice. 
Not only this, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and his BJP 

will so easily make way for 
Nitish. They will not change 
the hearts and minds of the 
public by drumming up the 
pair’s failures and scandals.

For Nitish Kumar’s pa-
lanquin of Bihar, more im-
portant than the influential 
leaders and pulses of other 
states is neighbouring Ut-
tar Pradesh, where the 
Congress-BSP are in a zero 
position today and Akhilesh 
Yadav’s Samajwadi Party can 
give the biggest challenge to 
the BJP. The Yadav families 
of both the states have been 
trying to share power, but 
have they ever been able to 
get votes for themselves in 
each other’s states? Never.
The next point is Lalu’s of-

fer of a compromise with 
the Congress by Nitish. 
Akhilesh has not forgotten 
the wounds received from 
Congress in the last two elec-
tions, but the wounds start 
giving more pain when the 
cold wind blows. The same is 
the case with Rahul Gandhi. 
Sometimes he wants to play 
the card of Dalit president, 
sometimes as a Brahmin 
in a temple and a Muslim 
sympathiser in a mosque 
and madrasa. Sometimes we 
tear up the proposal brought 
by our government for the 
benefit of Lalu, sometimes 
insult Mulayam and his sup-
porters in the courtyard of 
the Gandhi family. Now how 
will we take or give support 

from them? Previously, Con-
gress Parliamentary Leader 
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury 
accused Bengal lioness Ma-
mata Banerjee of being will-
ing to give Congress even a 
single seat in the elections. 
Naveen Patnaik turns 75. He 
has kept the Congress clean 
in Odisha and does not even 
afford any confrontation 
with the BJP. Rahul’s Con-
gress horse in Kerala will 
stop it and injure it when 
the time comes. However, 
despite all this, Modi’s team 
and the BJP will have to work 
on the ground by aiming to 
get more seats than in 2019 
in the 2024 elections.
The author is a Delhi-based 
senior journalist. 

Who can challenge 
Narendra Modi in North 
India-Nitish or Rahul?
Can Nitish Kumar or Rahul Gandhi challenge Narendra Modi in North 
India which to great extent decides the fate of Indian politics? 

In the core Is culture 

Poll equatIons 

The recent incident in the Kheda district of Gujarat 
where the Police apparently took the law in their own 
hands and publicly flogged some young men accused 
of disturbing a Garba event, has led to country wide 
outrage. If the suspects were indeed guilty of such an 
act, they should have been booked under the appropri-
ate sections of law and placed under arrest. The Courts 
would then have taken a final view on the matter. How-
ever, instead of doing that, the local policemen thought 
of teaching them a lesson. They publicly flogged them 
in the open with a large number of people watching the 
beating with glee. The accused were then made to apolo-
gise to the participants of the Garba event. The incident 
which went viral on social media as well as television 
channels, has been condemned by virtually everyone 
including retired officers who are wondering why no 
action was taken against the erring policemen pending 
an inquiry,. The Gujarat DGP has initiated an inquiry 
and has assured that the guilty shall not be spared. 

Several TV channels gave a twist to the flogging and 
made a comparative study with what happens in areas 
controlled by the Taliban. The comparison is unneces-
sary since Taliban is an outlawed organization which 
believes in fundamentalism. India is a constitutional 
democracy and has a set of rules and laws in place. The 
police is dutybound to uphold the Rule of Law and can-
not resort to acts which are also unlawful. The Indian 
police has to imbibe a new work culture which makes 
our forces have a modern outlook. Such acts do happen 
worldwide and delinquent cops like to use extra judicial 
measures to set situations right. Even in Delhi, a long 
time ago, whenever a new Station House Officer took 
over, he would 
get all the bad 
elements, classi-
fied as Bundle ̀ A’ 
and Bundle `B’ 
rounded up and 
tell them firmly 
that they should 
behave if they 
had to stay in the 
area. It was not a 
rare sight when 
a Bad Character 
(BC) would be 
made to sit on a 
donkey with his 
face blackened 
and paraded in 
the entire police 
station area. En-
counter killings 
are also often used by the police to eliminate notorious 
elements. A couple of years ago, Vikas Dubey was killed 
``while trying to escape from police custody’’ near Kan-
pur. During the Emergency, Sunder Daku, who had al-
legedly threatened to kill Sanjay Gandhi was caught by 
the Delhi police and forcibly drowned in the Yamuna. 
Several police officials including the then DIG (Range), 
Pritam Singh Bhindar (who later became Delhi’s Po-
lice Commissioner) were arrested and sent to Tihar 
jail. Delhi like virtually every state has had cops who 
were known as ``encounter specialists’’. They would 
round up the hardened criminals and then kill them in 
public spaces claiming that they had either attacked a 
police party or were trying to escape from custody. This 
would make them eligible for out of turn promotions. 
The Kheda flogging in Gujarat is most condemnable 
and cannot be defended under any circumstances. The 
police should be conscious of their responsibilities and 
the IPS officers must ensure that the message of what 
is right or wrong should reach the constabulary level. 
The Gujarat administration as also administrations in 
other states must ensure that such acts do not happen 
in the future. 

Pankaj Vohra

perspective
Vigilantism 

the PolIce must 
uPhold the 
rule of law

Culture remains at the core 
of our social and political dis-
course with innumerable in-
stances of sweeping changes 
orchestrating plurality be-
yond the familiar domains 
of traditional canon. Our lo-
cal products and traditional 
occupations have started 
to disappear with the sud-
den hysteria of a few global 
brands and their innovative 
but refurbished formulae of 
the local products seem to oc-
cupy the centrestage.

It is absolutely fathom-
able to distinguish the con-
structs of the modern media 
ads from the actuality of our 
traditional occupations such 
as pottery, tree climbers, ar-
tisans, craftsmen, fishing, 
fetching ferries, local weav-
ers, butchers, sculptors, 
animal husbandry, tailoring, 
carpentry, temple architect, 
street food/vegetable ven-
dors, local hairstylists, farm 
labourers and local beauti-
cians besides several others. 

There could be some breath-
ing space for these traditional 
occupations to strive beyond 
the consumerist culture. Her 
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II 
once said: “Although we are 
capable of great acts of kind-
ness, history teaches us that 
we sometimes need saving 
from ourselves–from our 
recklessness or our greed.”

Dynasty brings several in-
sights of the past experiences 
with immediate relevance, 
as we need to systematize 
our multicultural collabora-
tions. It could be done wisely 
with the aid and counselling 
rendered by the royalists who 
have been dealing with social 
and political issues swiftly. 
The domain of diplomacy 
can be enriched with the 
experience and expertise of 
the royal families besides the 
highly qualified diplomats 
who have studied the inter-
national relationships. Our 
democratic polity can also be 
directly benefitted too from 
our political or business dy-
nasts contributing their best 
for the development with the 
aid of their networks.

The quest for a channelised 
network of communication 
will certainly become a far-
fetched reality if ever we 
ignore the trustworthy rela-
tionships nurtured by the dy-
nasts for decades rather than 
centuries. However, the su-
premacy of democratic polity 
usurps the pinnacles of dy-

nastic disillusion with power 
and sometimes its limitations 
to reach out to the voiceless 
sections of the marginalised 
communities too. It seems 
otherwise when the elected 
politicians thrive upon mere 
campaigns of publicity with-
out making much sense of 
what it is to be participative 
and open-minded democrats.

The conceptual domain of 
dynastic synergy imbibes 
loyalty and trustworthy 
relationships beyond any 
doubt. It is the legacy of uni-
versal love and noble demo-
cratic heritage enriched by 
the Monarchy of the United 
Kingdom. His Majesty, the 
King Charles III of the Unit-
ed Kingdom, will undoubt-
edly strive to accomplish the 
greatest legacy of his mother, 
the Queen Elizabeth II with 
benevolence, integrity and 
humane compassion. The 
cultural and social values of 
the Monarchy will certainly 
enhance the integrity and 
unity of England, Scotland 
and Ireland.

The bedrock of democracy 
stands on the legacy of its 
leaders who can channelise 
any social change with ut-
most transparency and hu-
mility. The cradle of demo-
cratic governance is rooted 
in the free and fair elections 
held without any sort of fa-
vouritism or nepotism en-
meshed in the social fabric 
of communal hatred and so-

cial bias. Nevertheless, some 
illustrious legal luminaries 
advocate the need for highly 
transparent system of repre-
sentative democracy wherein 
the marginal sections of the 
society gear up with legal 
and legislative representa-
tion through indiscriminate 
consultation in policy mak-
ing. Is there a scope for repre-
sentative legislative assembly 
today to silence the despotic 
leviathans within the political 
parties?

The pluralist nature of 
our ethos demonstrates the 
beauty of social harmony, 
unity in diversity and integ-
rity of our social wisdom. 
The first Prime Minister of 
India Pandit Jawahar Lal 
Nehru advocated economic 
empowerment through de-
mocracy in a seminar on 
February 25,1956 by stating 
it as follows: “democracy has 
been spoken of chiefly in the 
past as political democracy, 
roughly represented by every 
person having a vote. But a 
vote by itself does not repre-
sent very much to a person 
who is down and out, to a 
person, let us say, who is 
starving or hungry. Political 
democracy by itself is not 
enough except that it may be 
used to obtain a gradually 
increasing measure of eco-
nomic democracy, equality 
and the spread of good things 
of life to others and removal 
of gross inequalities. (Source: 

www, mainstreamweekly.net 
on 16 November,2016).”

There could be another 
recession on the anvil as we 
see sudden fall of the global 
oil prices and downfall of the 
rupee and pound sterling 
against the dollar. Legacies 
become untenable when 
people find the politicians 
try to indulge in extrava-
ganza. Japanese government 
is spending around 1.65 bil-
lion yen for the state funeral 
of the former president of 
Japan, Shinzo Abe, which 
has attracted a wide spread 
criticism of the tax payers 
on the reckless expenditure 
of Japan during the phase of 
economic crisis.

The Supreme Court of In-
dia has started live streaming 
of its constitutional bench 
hearings from 27/Septem-
ber/2022, which creates a 
legacy of change par excel-
lence through remarkable 
transparency on what kind 
of legal and ethical discourse 
is in the currency of its pro-
ceedings. The supremacy of 
legalism dwells on the ideals 
of universal or social eth-
ics, which could sometimes 
disengage the limitations of 
unaccountable exercises of 
power over legal framework. 

Legalism wins over the 
hearts and minds of people 
only when social conscience 
and jurisprudence remain 
unaffected by any sort of 
moral ambivalence or social 

disenchantment with consti-
tutional integrity. Even the 
High Courts and the District 
Courts could step into the leg-
acy of absolute transparency 
by looking at the exemplary 
model of live streaming of 
the Supreme Court of India. 
It points out the emergence of 
a new vista of public scrutiny 
on how our judicial system 
is ready to open up its rigid 
gates of legal discourse with 
legitimate probity.

 Ecological changes want 
us strive for global unity in 
protecting our environmen-
tal hazards by limiting the 
use of non-biodegradable 
materials from everyday 
use. Are we serious enough 
to prevent such inorganic 
packaging materials pollut-
ing our Mother Earth? How 
do we uphold changes in our 
life style by using recyclable 
materials in our day-to-day 
life without being a source 
of soil or air pollution? It 
could be a lovely legacy for 
our posterity if ever we are 
highly dedicated to think 
beyond the immediate uses 
of inorganic packing or pack-
aging materials. Let us recall 
the famous line of John Keats 
from his Sonnet XV – On The 
Grasshopper and Cricket: 
“The poetry of earth is never 
dead.”
Mangalaprathaban Muralid-
haran is a corporate trainer, 
course developer and curricu-
lum consultant.

Leading the legacy of change: Intellectual 
currency of multiculturalism

The Indian police has to imbibe 
a new work culture which 
makes our forces have a modern 
outlook. Such acts do happen 
worldwide and delinquent 
cops like to use extra judicial 
measures to set situations right. 
Even in Delhi, a long time ago, 
whenever a new Station House 
Officer took over, he would get 
all the bad elements, classified 
as Bundle ̀ A’ and Bundle ̀ B’ 
rounded up and tell them 
firmly that they should behave 
if they had to stay in the area.

opinion
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The Karnataka High Court 
in the case Samiulla v. State 
Of Karnataka observed and 
has stated that an employee, 
who is terminated from the 
organisation and cannot ini-
tiate criminal proceedings 
against the organisation for 
the alleged criminal breach 
of trust and cheating.

The single bench com-
prising of bench of Justice 
M Nagaprasanna observed 
and has allowed the petition 
filed by one Samiulla B and 
quashed the case pending 
against him before the IV 
Additional Chief Metropol-
itan Magistrate, Bengaluru. 
Sti Mutturaj G.S., an FIR has 
been filled by the employee 
for the offences punishable 
under Section 420, Section 
406, Section 506, Section 
149 of the Indian Penal Code, 
1860 against the petitioner 
and others.

In 2018, the employee of 
TTC News Channel was 
terminated by the organ-
isation along with others 
on account of a purported 
financial crisis. However, 
after this termination, the 
employee lodged the police 

complaint against the peti-
tioner alleging that he was 
terminated without follow-
ing due process of law.

Findings of the Court:
The bench observed and 

has referred to the notice 
issued by the organisation 
to its employees which 
stated that the news chan-
nel had suffered repetitive 
and recurring losses and 
consequently the Board 
of Directors have decided 
to suspend the operations 
of the business till further 
notice.

The court stated that the 
notice clearly indicated 
that the employees will be 
terminated due to lack of 
work and funds to run the 
TV news channel and would 
be hiring them back if they 
become financially capable 
to resume of the operations.

It was also stated by the 
court that if the complain-
ant was a workman in the 
organisation and had been 
terminated without follow-
ing due process of law and it 
was open for him to initiate 
proceedings under the rel-
evant provisions before the 
appropriate forum.

Adding to it, the court 

stated that he had set the 
criminal law in motion and 
that too for the offences un-
der Section 406 and Section 
420 of the IPC.

The Court stated that 
both these offences under 
Sections 406 and 420 of 
the IPC which deal with 
criminal breach of trust and 
cheating which have their 
ingredients in Sections 405 
and 415 of the IPC respec-
tively and it cannot be seen 
to be remotely made out in 
the case at hand.

The court while allow-
ing the petition stated that 
the case at hand is the one 
where the termination of the 
complainant happened pur-
suant to the losses incurred 
by the petitioner or the TTC 
news channel.

Accordingly, the bench 
stated that the criminal 
proceedings to be initiated 
as an alternate method to 
arm twist the petitioner in-
stead of knocking the doors 
of an appropriate Court for 
an appropriate relief and 
the same cannot be permit-
ted to continue, as the same 
would result in abuse of the 
process of law and miscar-
riage of justice.

in court

KarnataKa HigH court: EmployEE 
cannot initiatE criminal 
procEEdings aftEr tErmination 
to arm twist EmployEr
TDG NeTwork

in court

Kiren Rijiju, the Union Law 
Minister has written a letter 
to the current Chief Justice 
of India UU Lalit requesting 
him to name his successor 
in office. On November 8, 
CJI Lalit is set to retire. Thus, 
the letter has been written 
as per the MoP on the ap-
pointment of the Chief Jus-
tice of India and Supreme 
Court Judges.

The Hon’ble Minister of 
Law and Justice sent a letter 
to the Hon’ble Chief Justice 
of India for sending his rec-
ommendations for appoint-
ment of his successor, as per 
the MoP on appointment of 
Chief Justice of India and 
Supreme Court Judges.

However, as per the con-
vention, the outgoing CJI 
names the senior-most 
judge as his or her succes-
sor before demitting office 
after the Union Minister of 
Law and Justice and at the 
appropriate time seeking 
the recommendation of the 
outgoing Chief Justice of 
India for the appointment 
of the next Chief Justice of 
India.

At  p r e s e n t ,  Ju s t i c e 
Dhananjaya Yeshwant 
Chandrachud is the senior-

most judge after the CJI and 
is likely to be recommended 
to become the 50th Chief 
Justice of India. Further, his 
tenure would of two years 
from November 9, 2022, to 

November 10, 2024.
Justice Yeshwant Vishnu 

Chandrachud, the father of 
Justice Chandrachud was 
the 16th Chief Justice of In-
dia from 1978 to 1985.

KirEn rijiju, union law ministEr 
writEs to cji uu lalit rEquEsting 
Him to rEcommEnd His succEssor
TDG NeTwork

The Delhi High Court 
denied the bail of 
an accused, Saleem 

Malik alias Munna in a case 
alleging a larger conspiracy 
behind the 2020 North East 
Delhi riots, wherein the 
court observed that he at-
tended ‘conspiratorial meet-
ings’ and was also one of 
the organizers of the Chand 
Bagh protest site where al-
leged inflammatory speech-
es were given.

Since June 25, 2020, Malik 
has been in judicial custody.

It was noticed by Addition-
al Sessions Judge Amitabh 
Rawat in an order running 
40 pages that Malik had 
attended the alleged con-
spiratorial meeting held on 
16th or 17th February 2020 
at Chand Bagh and another 
meeting on 20th or 21st of 
February 2020 where, as per 
the chargesheet, the discus-
sion on the riots took place.

The Court while noting 
that Malik was not part 
of WhatsApp groups like 
DPSG, MSJ, JCC or Pinjra 
Tod, the court said that the 
charge sheet however alleges 
that he took part to commit 
the riots in the alleged con-
spiracy.

The Judge stated that it is 
not necessary that in a case 
of conspiracy, every accused 
should play part in every as-
pect of the conspiracy.

While it was argued by the 
counsel appearing for Ma-
lik’s that the statements of 
witnesses were either false 
or delayed or contradictory 
and must not be relied upon, 

the court stated that at the 
stage of bail, the statements 
of all the witnesses have to 
be taken ‘at face value’ add-
ing that their veracity will 
test at the time of cross- 
examination.

The Court found that there 
was sufficient incriminating 
material against Malik to 
deny him bail in the matter, 
therefore, perusing various 
statements of the prosecu-
tion witnesses.

The Court stated that at 
the time of riots, the accused, 
Saleem Malik was present 
in North East Delhi and the 
accused Saleem Malik was 
connected with accused per-
sons namely Saleem Khan, 
Athar, Shadab and Suleman 
(Proclaimed Offender). Thus, 
the role of these accused per-
sons and others also has to 
be considered while under-
standing role of present ac-
cused/applicant.

Adding to it, it stated that 
on the perusal of the charge-
sheet and accompanying 
documents, for the limited 
purpose of the bail, the court 
is of the opinion that allega-
tions against the accused 
Saleem Malik alias Munna 
are true.

Thus, it was concluded by 
the court that there were 
reasonable grounds for be-
lieving that the accusations 
against Malik were prima 
facie true and therefore, the 
embargo created by Section 
43D of UAPA and section 
437 of CrPC will be appli-
cable in the present matter.

The Court while taking 
note of the charge sheet ob-
served and stated that there 
was a premeditated conspir-

acy of disruptive chakka jam 
and a preplanned protest at 
23 different planned sites in 
the national capital for esca-
lating the same to confron-
tational chakka jam and the 
incitement to violence which 
resulted in the riots.

The Court stated that there 
was intentional blocking of 
roads to cause inconvenience 
and to cause disruption of 
the essential services to the 
life of community residing 
in North East Delhi, causing 
violence with various means 
and then leading to the Feb-
ruary riots. However, the 
target was to block roads 
at mixed population areas 
and encircle the entire area 
completely stopping the en-
try and exit of citizens living 
there and then creating pan-
ic to attack on police person-
nel by women protesters in 

front only being followed by 
other ordinary people and is 
engulfing the area into a riot 
and the same would be cov-
ered by the definition stated 
under terrorist act.

Adding to it, the court stat-
ed that the weapons used 
and the manner of attack, the 
destruction caused shows it 
to be preplanned. Thus, the 
acts which threaten the unity 
and integrity of India and 
causes friction in communal 
harmony and creates terror 
in any section of the people, 
by making them feel sur-
rounded results in violence 
and is also a terrorist act.

The FIR lodged against 
Malik contains stringent 
charges including Sections 
13, 16, 17, 18 of the UAPA, Sec-
tions 25 and Section 27 of the 
Arms Act and the Section 3 
and Section 4 of the PDPPA 

Act, 1984
However, the main charge 

sheet was filed against Pin-
jara Tod members and JNU 
students Devangana Kalita 
and Natasha Narwal, Jamia 
Millia Islamia student Asif 
Iqbal Tanha and student ac-
tivist Gulfisha Fatima.

Further, the others who 
were charge-sheeted in-
cluded former Congress 
Councilor Ishrat Jahan, 
Jamia Coordination Commit-
tee members Safoora Zargar, 
Meeran Haider and Shifa-
Ur-Rehman, suspended 
AAP Councilor Tahir Hus-
sain, activist Khalid Saifi, 
Shadab Ahmed, Mohd Sa-
lim Khan, Tasleem Ahmed 
and Athar Khan.

Accordingly, a supplemen-
tary charge-sheet was filed 
against Umar Khalid and 
JNU student Sharjeel Imam.

dElHi HigH court

Court denies bail to accused in Delhi 
riots larger conspiracy case: Attended 
‘conspiratorial’ meetings, organized 
protest
TDG NeTwork

The Delhi High Court in the case 
Mohammad Yusuff v. NIA observed 
and has sought response of the Na-
tional Investigation Agency (NIA) 
on a plea seeking copy of an FIR reg-
istered against alleged members of 
Popular Front of India (PFI), which 
was recently being banned by the 
Centre under Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act.

The bench of Justice Anoop Kumar 
Mendiratta issued notice on the plea 
moved by one Mohammad Yusuff, 
who was arrested in one of the raids 
conducted by the agency.

During the course of hearing, it 
was argued by the Advocate Adit 
S Pujari appearing for Yusuff that 
while the trial court judge had said 

that the accused persons will be 
provided with the copy of FIR and 
other documents such as arrest and 
seizure memos on the expiry of their 
remand and the same was not done.

On the other hand, it was raised 
by the counsel appearing for NIA 
that a preliminary objection on the 
maintainability of the plea on the 
ground that the trial court order 
was an interlocutory order. Thus, a 
short adjournment was sought due 
to non-availability of a Deputy So-
licitor General (ASG).

It was observed that the Pujari 
submitted that the matter is listed 
before the trial court on the same 
day for remanding accused persons 
to judicial custody and extension of 
police remand.

However, he seeks directions be 

given to the trial court for furnishing 
the said documents to the accused.

The court orally remarked that 
“We will hear you both at length and 
pass requisite directions, let them 
make a call”.

Justice Mendiratta added that we 
will direct, if you are entitled in law 
and if there is any hesitation on their 
(NIA) part.

In an FIR, the accused persons 
were arrested containing various 
offences under the Indian Penal 
Code, 1860 and UAPA alleging that 
the members were indulging in anti-
national activities at various offices 
of PFI.

On September 28, the Ministry of 
Home Affairs declared the PFI and 
its associates or affiliates or fronts as 

“unlawful associations” with imme-

diate effect for a period of 5 years in 
exercise of the powers under Section 
3(1) of UAPA.

However, citing their links with 
terrorist organizations and involve-
ment in terror acts, the Centre pro-
scribed PFI and its affiliates Rehab 
India Foundation (RIF), Campus 
Front of India (CFI), All India 
Imams Council (AIIC), National 
Confederation of Human Rights Or-
ganization (NCHRO), Junior Front, 
Empower India Foundation and Re-
hab Foundation, National Women’s 
Front Kerala.

Accordingly, various PFI members 
were arrested as a part of a massive 
crackdown in several states. Thus, 
the Delhi Police had also raided 
around 50 locations and arrested 
more than 30 persons. 

in court

Seeking NIA’s response on plea 
seeking FIR copy in case against PFI 
members: Delhi High Court
TDG NeTwork

The Hon’ble Minister of Law and Justice 
sent a letter to the Hon’ble Chief Justice of 
India for sending his recommendations 
for appointment of his successor, as per 
the MoP on appointment of Chief Justice 
of India and Supreme Court Judges.
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India has immense po-
tential in Footwear sec-
tor and can increase the 

production and export 10 
times in near future. This 
was stated by Piyush Goyal, 
Union Minister of Commerce 
& Industry, Consumer Af-
fairs, Food & Public Distri-
bution and Textiles while 
virtually addressing ‘Meet 
at Agra-Leather, Footwear 
Components & Technology 
Fair’ today.

Goyal said that about 7,000 
small industries units are 
connected with Footwear 
sector which holds great sig-
nificance to the economy and 
Foreign Exchange Earnings 
of the country. Nearly 40% 
women are employed in the 
sector and for every 1000 
pairs that are produced/sold, 
425 jobs are secured.

India is the 2nd largest pro-
ducer of footwear and leather 
garment and can become 
world leader and accounts 
for nearly 3 bn sq.ft of world’s 

tannery, he added.
Goyal urged the industry 

representatives to ensure 
safety and health measures 
of the laborers working in the 
sector. He advocated ethical 
& responsible practices - ze-
ro-waste discharge, salt-free 
tanning, and occupational 
health & safety interventions.

Goyal suggested the stake-
holders to adopt Quality 
Control Order so that im-
ports could be limited and 
good quality exports may 
be achieved. He said strong 
global branding through 
road shows, e-platforms 
and Global JVs will help the 
sector make a mark globally.

Goyal suggested multi-
skilling so that world best 
quality should be manufac-
tured/produced in India as 
well as Global markets. He 
said that Centre is work-
ing towards getting zero 
duty access through Free 
Trade Agreements (FTAs) 
in leather goods, sportswear 
and footwear.

The Union Minister urged 

the sector representatives 
to look into non-leather 
footwear sector as well. He 
quoted the example of Tex-
tile sector mentioning that a 
lot of emphasis is now being 
given to the production of 

man-made fibre.
The Centre has notified the 

Indian Footwear & Leather 
Development Programme 
(IFLDP) with an outlay of 
Rs.1700 crore for implemen-
tation during 2021- 26.

He mentioned that all lead-
ing brands are dependent for 
raw material on India. He 
urged to prepare a plan so 
that Indian brands with high 
value projects find their way 
in the global market. He also 

suggested that National Insti-
tute of Design and National 
Institute of Packaging should 
collaborate to work towards 
skill development so as to 
create new designs for Indian 
and Global market.

The Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry, Con-
sumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution and tex-
tiles, Piyush Goyal today said 
that India would accord top 
priority to national interest in 
FTA negotiations. FTAs to be 
entered into after thorough 
consultation with all stake-
holders including industry 
and the government will not 
diverge from this approach 
for the sake of deadlines, he 
added. 

The Minister was speaking 
at the meeting held to review 
India’s Export Performance 
in the first six months of this 
financial year with key rep-
resentatives from Export 
Promotion Councils and In-
dustry Associations in New 
Delhi today.

At the meeting, the Minis-
ter emphasised on sustaining 
the export momentum and 
said that the interaction with 
Export Promotion Councils 
has given the confidence that 
Indian exports will be able to 
wither the global headwinds 
and will surpass  last year’s  
exports by a big margin. He 
added that India must keep 
prospecting for new oppor-
tunities in the world market 
and utilize all such possible 
chances to expand trade. He 
also emphasised on doing a 
deep dive of services import 
and see the areas/sectors in 
which they are increasing.

The industry participants 
were assured that Govern-
ment is committed to ad-
dress the issues raised by 
them. While concluding the 
session, the Commerce and 
Industry Minister urged the 
trade and industry to imple-
ment innovative ways of 
marketing, increase quality 
standards and take full ben-
efit of Free Trade Agreements 
to achieve  higher export 
growth in this financial year. 

At the review meeting, the 
Director General of Foreign 
Trade (DGFT) gave a presen-
tation on year-on-year export 
trends vis-à-vis the major ex-
port markets of India, along 
with sectoral growths. The 
leading and laggard export 
markets/ sectors were spe-
cifically highlighted for spe-
cific attention and possible 
corrective actions. 

Industry was apprised on 
the healthy growth of around 
15.5 % seen in the first six 
months of this financial 
year, as compared to previ-

ous year. The industry how-
ever was alerted on the dip in 
export performance in Sep-
tember 2022. Highlighting 
the healthy growth seen in 
some markets such as Latin 
America and Africa, it was 
informed that the evolving 
economic and geo-political 
environment required the 
industry to be attentive and  
optimistic so that growth 
opportunities in such new 
markets are not missed.

An engaging round of 
discussion was held sub-
sequently with EPCs and 
industry representatives on 
challenges, opportunities 
and way forward for in-
creasing exports from India. 
Industry has flagged certain 
issues related to the rising of 
cost of raw materials and sub-
dued demand in certain key 
export markets due to high 
inventory levels. Industry 
requested for including left 
out sectors under RoDTEP 
and rationalisation of exist-
ing RoDTEP rates, exploring 
possibility for increased sup-
port under Interest Equalisa-
tion Scheme(IES) and  under 
Market Access Initiative 
(MAI), and operationalisa-
tion of  Production-Linked 
Incentive (PLI) Schemes for 
additional sectors. 

The meeting was also at-
tended by the Minister of 
State for Commerce & In-
dustry, Anupriya Patel and 
Commerce Secretary, Sunil 
Barthwal.

The Government of In-
dia’s Special Campaign for 
Swachhata in Government 
offices started from the 2nd 
October 2022 and slated to 
end on 31stOctober 2022 
with major focus on cleanli-
ness drive. At the same time, 
the National Wildlife Week, 
an annual celebration, has 
also started on the 2nd of 
October, to be culminated 
on the 9th of October. In this 
backdrop, Delhi Customs 
Zone celebrated Swachh 
Bharat and Indian Wildlife 
Heritage, by organising a 
programme ‘ARANYA’ to-
day, at New Customs House, 
New Delhi.

The programme show-
cased the rich biodiversity 
of India through a picture 
gallery of mammalian fauna 
and avifauna. Officers who 
had made significant con-
tributions in prevention of 
illegal trade in wildlife were 
felicitated by the Chief Guest 
Vivek Johri, Special Secre-

tary to Government of India 
& Chairman, Central Board 
of Indirect Taxes & Customs 
(CBIC).

The programme started 
with the inauguration of the 
Wildlife Gallery “ARANYA” 
on the 2nd Floor of the New 
Customs House in the pres-
ence of  Vivek Johri, Chair-
man, CBIC; Smt. V. Rama 
Mathew, Member, CBIC and 
other senior dignitaries.

The Chief Commissioner 
of Delhi Customs Zone, . 
Surjit Bhujbal, IRS, wel-
comed the dignitaries and 
other guests and informed 
that the event “Aranya” 
was organised to show case 
India’s diversity in wild-
life heritage. He further 
said that the purest and 
the cleanest form are those 
which are found in the 
various natural ecosystems 

across the globe and Indian 
Customs is committed to 
protect and conserve it. He 
concluded by extolling the 
perseverance shown by the 
eminent photographers 
while taking these photo-
graphs.

The Guest of Honour Smt. 
V. Rama Mathew, Member, 
CBIC delivered the key-note 
address and shared her past 
experience in respect of case 
related to illegal trade in 
wildlife and listed out the 
challenges faced by the law-
enforcing agencies like In-
dian Customs in enforcing 
the prohibitions in wildlife 
trade. She also highlighted 
the fact that the experiences 
gained over the years have 
helped Customs Officers 
becoming more efficient in 
enforcing laws relating to 
wildlife crimes.  

Chief Guest Vivek Johri, 
Chairman, CBIC congratu-
lated the awardees and 
encouraged the officers to 
remain vigilant about such 
illegal trade practices. He 
emphasised how the wild-
life in its purest form needs 
to be conserved. He further 
appreciated that the Photo 
Gallery dedicated by Delhi 
Customs for wildlife conser-
vation in the New Customs 
House has in fact, become 
an example of an innovative 
way of observing Swachhta. 

The officers felicitated 
were  Deepankar Aron, 
Commissioner, Dehradun 
GST; Dr. Dinesh Kumar 
Bisen, Additional Commis-
sioner, Bhopal GST;   Sujit 
Kumar P. Sompur, Ad-
ditional Commissioner,  
Nachin, Bengaluru;  Meru-
gu Suresh, Additional Com-
missioner, Mumbai Cus-
toms Zone II;   Isaac Riman 
Kharkongor, Joint Commis-
sioner, DGRI, Guwahati;  
Dhruva Mandalam Ses-
hadri, Joint Commissioner,  
Pune Customs;  Sreejith 

M, Deputy Commissioner, 
Thiruvananthapuram GST;  
Spencer Mervyn Mylliem, 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Shillong GST;   Sree Hari 
Sankar P, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Chennai Outer GST;  
Utkarsh Bir Bahadur Singh, 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Mumbai GST;  Amit Kumar 
Singh, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Mumbai Customs 
Zone II;;  Abhay Yamdagni, 
Senior Intelligence Officer, 
DGRI,  Delhi Zonal Unit;  
Shiladitya Maitra, Senior 
Intelligence Officer, DGRI, 
Kolkata Zonal Unit;  A. Ven-
katesan, Intelligence Officer, 
DGRI, Cochin Zonal Unit;  
Ramekbal Roy, Intelligence 
Officer, DGRI Guwahati 
Zonal Unit;  Shyam Kumar 
Singh, Intelligence Officer, 
DGRI, Aizawl Regional 
Unit;  A. Vikram, Preventive 
Officer, Chennai Customs;  
Jai Bharat Reddy, Preventive 
Officer, Chennai Customs;  
S. Abdul Nasser, Superin-
tendent, Chennai Customs 
and  K.C. Ajaya Kumar, 
Skipper, Chennai Customs.

Indian Footwear sector can 
grow 10 fold in near future: 
Piyush Goyal

IndIa to accord top prIorIty 
to natIonal Interest In Fta 
negotIatIons; government 
wIll not dIverge From thIs 
approach For the sake oF 
deadlInes: pIyush goyal

Delhi Customs celebrates Swachh Bharat and 
Indian Wildlife Heritage; inaugurates wildlife 
gallery “ARANYA”

Commerce Minister reviews India’s Export Performance 
in the first six months of this financial year with key 
representatives from Export Promotion Councils 

commerce

exports socIal responsIbIlIty
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•   Ensure safety and health measures of the laborers 
working in the sector: Goyal

•   Union Minister of Commerce & Industry participates 
in ‘Meet at Agra - Leather, Footwear Components & 
Technology Fair’

•  Dedicated 2nd Floor of the New Customs House to 
Wildlife on the occasion of 68th National Wildlife Week

•  21 Indian Customs Officers across India felicitated rec-
ognising their exceptional services rendered in the field 
of wildlife crime law enforcement and conservation

TDG NeTwork

TaruN NaNGia
New delhi

An engaging round 
of discussion was held 
subsequently with 
EPCs and industry 
representatives 
on challenges, 
opportunities and way 
forward for increasing 
exports from India.
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top of the day

US forceS kill 
iSiS operative
Washington: an 
islamic state smuggler 
of weapons was killed by 
the United states in a he-
licopter raid in northeast 
syria, according to the 
Pentagon.
Rakkan Wahid al-
shammri, an isis official 
known to facilitate the 
smuggling of weapons 
and fighters to support 
operations was killed 
near Qamishli village on 
Wednesday, as per the 
Us Central Command. 

“Last night (Wednesday), 
U.s. Central Command 
forces conducted a heli-
copter raid in northeast 
syria, near the village of 
Qamishli, targeting Rak-
kan Wahid al-shammri, 
an isis official known to 
facilitate the smuggling of 
weapons and fighters to 
support isis operations.

1 killed in 
Stabbing attack 
in laS vegaS
nevada :  one person 
was killed while five oth-
ers were injured in a stab-
bing attack on the Las 
vegas strip on thursday 
(local media), according 
to police.
Las vegas Metropolitan 
Police department said 
that a suspect was in 
custody. this incident 
occurred just before 11:45 
am when the police re-
ceived reports of multiple 
victims on south Las 
vegas Boulevard near the 
Wynn Las vegas hotel.

“at approximately 11:42 
a.m., the LvMPd received 
a report of a stabbing 
with multiple victims in 
front of a casino in the 
3100 block of south Las 
vegas Boulevard. at this 
time, at least six victims 
have been located. one 
victim has been declared 
deceased,” the police 
department tweeted.

 balochiStan 
logS 2,434 
malaria caSeS
BaLoChistan : Fol-
lowing the catastrophic 
floods across Pakistan, 
around 2,434 malaria 
cases have been re-
ported from six districts 
of Balochistan in the 
past 24 hours as several 
provinces of the country 
witnessed a sudden 
surge in vector-borne 
diseases. according 
to data shared by the 
health department, 
2,434 malaria cases 
were reported in one 
day in the naseerabad 
division and 1,621 medi-
cal camps have been 
set up in flood-affected 
regions. 

exploSion killS 
one child, 
injUreS two
KaBUL: one child has 
been killed after a mortar 
shell exploded in the Pak-
tika province of afghani-
stan, injuring two people 
on thursday.
the blast occurred in 
eastern afghanistan in 
the Musa Khail village 
of the MataKhan district 
in Paktika province and 
wounded two people 
severely, Khaama Press 
reported citing the 
state-run Bakhtar news 
agency. the explosion 
took place when children 
were playing with an 
unexploded warhead 
which are unexploded 
remnants of the war that 
continue to claim lives in 
afghanistan.

government

Reconsider travel to 
Pakistan: US travel advisory
TDG NETWORK
Washington

The United States has issued 
a travel advisory to its citizens 
to reconsider travel in high-
risk areas in Pakistan due 
to terrorism and sectarian 
violence. 

In a Level 3 travel advisory 
issued on Thursday, the US 
has asked its citizens not to 
travel to Balochistan province 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KPK) province, including 
the former Federally Admin-
istered Tribal Areas (FATA), 
due to terrorism and kidnap-

ping.  It recommends that the 
immediate vicinity of the Line 
of Control is risky due to ter-
rorism and the potential for 
armed conflict. The advisory, 
cautioning its citizens that 
terrorist groups continue 
plotting attacks in Pakistan, 
said that terrorists may attack 
with little or no warning, tar-
geting transportation hubs, 
markets, shopping malls, mil-
itary installations, airports, 
universities, tourist locations, 
schools, hospitals, places of 
worship, and government 
facilities. 

Noting that terrorists have 
previously targeted US diplo-
mats and diplomatic facilities, 
it advised citizens to be aware 
of their surroundings and lo-
cal events.  “A local history of 
terrorism and ongoing ideo-
logical aspirations of violence 
by extremist elements have 
led to indiscriminate attacks 
on civilian as well as local 
military and police targets. 
Terrorist attacks continue 
to happen across Pakistan, 
with most occurring in Balo-
chistan and KPK, including 
the former FATA. 

The European Union 
(EU) on Thursday (lo-
cal time) adopted its 

latest package of sanctions 
against Russia over the ille-
gal annexation of Ukraine’s 
Donetsk, Luhansk, Zapor-
izhzhia, and Kherson re-
gions. 

The EU adopted restric-
tive measures against an ad-
ditional 30 individuals and 7 

entities. Read the EU’s state-
ment. “The Council decided 
today to impose restrictive 
measures on an additional 
30 individuals and 7 entities 
in view of Russia’s escalating 
military aggression against 
Ukraine and other actions 
undermining or threatening 
the territorial integrity, sov-
ereignty and independence 
of Ukraine,” 

The Council decided to 
broaden the listing criteria 
on which specific designa-

tions can be based in order 
to include the possibility of 
targeting those who facili-
tate the circumvention of EU 
sanctions. 

Facilitating infringements 
of the prohibition against 
circumvention of certain EU 
restrictive measures is likely 
to contribute to destabilising 
Ukraine or undermining its 
territorial integrity, sover-
eignty and independence,” 
added the statement. 

The 7 sanctioned entities 

included defence compa-
nies providing weapons or 
fighter aircraft to the Rus-
sian Armed Forces; the Cen-
tral Election Commission 
(CEC) of the Russian Fed-
eration, which is responsible 
for organising elections and 
referenda; and JSC Goznak, 
a Russian state-owned joint-
stock company responsible 
for the manufacturing of se-
curity products. 

“In direct response to the 
latest Russian escalation 

of its aggression against 
Ukraine and the blatant vio-
lation of the UN Charter, we 
are sanctioning additional 
individuals and entities that 
are supporting, facilitating 
or benefiting from Russia’s 
illegal actions. This includes 
those who organised these 
sham “referenda”, high-
ranking officials in the Rus-
sian Ministry of Defence 
and prominent propaganda 
figures spreading disinfor-
mation. 

eScalation

eU adoptS freSh SanctionS againSt rUSSia 
over annexation of 4 Ukrainian territorieS
TDG NETWORK
BRUsseLs

US President Joe Biden 
spoke of nuclear “Armaged-
don” in a warning about the 
escalation in Russia’s war in 
Ukraine. 

At the New York home of 
James Murdoch, the son of 
media baron Rupert Mur-
doch, Biden warned of the 
“assault” on American in-
stitutions and talked of the 
threat of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin using nucle-
ar weapons, at the New York 
home of James Murdoch, the 
son of media baron Rupert 
Murdoch.

“We have not faced the 
prospect of Armageddon 
since Kennedy and the Cu-
ban missile crisis,” Biden 
said in New York City. 

At a fundraiser for the 
Democratic Senatorial Cam-

paign Committee, Biden said 
Putin is “not joking when he 
talks about the use of tactical 
nuclear weapons or biologi-
cal or chemical weapons.” 

This is because, Biden said, 
“his military is you might say 

significantly underperform-
ing,” “I’m trying to figure 
out what Putin’s off-ramp 
is.” Biden said. Where does 
he find a way out? Where 
does he find himself in a po-
sition that he does not only 
lose face but lose significant 
power within Russia? “ 

According to a pool report, 
Biden told attendees at the 
event, “I don’t think there is 
any such thing as the ability 
to easily use a tactical nucle-
ar weapon and not end up 
with Armageddon.” 

Putin has renewed his 
nuclear threats as he an-
nounced the annexation of 
Ukrainian territory, some 
of which Russia doesn’t con-
trol, and with the call-up of 
300,000 reservists to rein-
force his flagging invasion. 

Earlier, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin had threat-
ened to use a nuclear weap-
on in Ukraine if the Russian 
“territorial integrity” was 
violated, sparking a deep 
discussion in the West. 

nUclear threat

biden warnS of 
nUclear ‘armageddon’ 
aS pUtin’S military 
StrUggleS
TDG NETWORK
neW YoRK

tragedy

thailand maSS Shooting: 
Un chief SayS he iS 
‘profoUndly Saddened’
TDG NETWORK
neW YoRK

“I’m profoundly saddened by the heinous shooting at a child-
care centre in Thailand. Learning centres should be spaces 
where children feel safe and never targeted. My condolences 
to the victims’ loved ones & the people of Thailand, “Guterres 
tweeted. A mass shooting took place on October 6 at the Child 
Development Center in Uthaisawan Na Klang district, Nong 
Bua Lamphu province. 

Earlier, the United States condemned the massacre that 
took place at a child care centre in Thailand. National Secu-
rity Advisor Jake Sullivan, in a statement, said that the US was 
“horrified” by the tragic shooting at the daycare in Thailand. 

Extending support, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
said that America is ready to assist its ally Thailand in the 
wake of the present tragedy. 

“We are deeply saddened by the tragedy in Nong Bua Lam 
Phu Province, where a gunman took the lives of at least 38 
people, including 24 children. This violence is both senseless 
and heartbreaking. We stand with the people of Thailand and 
extend our deepest condolences to those who lost their loved 

ones today. “The United States is ready to assist our Thai allies 
in the wake of this tragedy,” he said in the statement. 

The death toll in a massacre rose to 38, including 24 children. 
The attacker was identified as Panya Kamrab, a 34-year-old 
former policeman who killed himself immediately after the 
attack. A statement from the Prime Minister’s office, said: “The 
(Thailand) prime minister has expressed his condolences on 
the shooting incident.” “

Earlier, the prime minister’s office had urged all the security 
officials to catch the culprit. Gun ownership in Thailand is rela-
tively high compared with other countries in Southeast Asia. 

law

federal jUdge blockS 
key proviSionS of new 
york’S new gUn law
TDG NETWORK
neW YoRK

A US federal judge on Thursday temporarily struck down key 
parts of a new law in New York that governs gun licensing. 

Judge Glenn T. Suddaby of the US District Court for the 
Northern District of New York said the state has “further re-
duced a first-class constitutional right to bear arms in public 
for self-defence” into a mere “request.” He said that several 
law provisions had no historical justification, a controversial 
requirement put forward by the high court last spring.

The law was enacted in the wake of a Supreme Court deci-
sion earlier this summer striking down certain protections. 
Among the provisions of the New York law that the state can-
not enforce is one that defines Times Square as a “gun-free 
zone.” The law is aimed at placing restrictions on carrying a 
concealed handgun outside the home.

Back then, Justice Clarence Thomas, writing for a 6-3 court, 
said that a state had to justify regulation by demonstrating 
that the law is “consistent with this nation’s historical tradi-
tion of firearm regulation.” 

Regarding Times Square, Suddaby cited the Supreme Court 
decision and said that it “might be argued” that historical stat-
utes banning the carrying of guns in “fairs or markets” are 
analogous to the current law. But, he said, he had only found 
two such laws. 

“Two statutes do not make a tradition,” he wrote. Critics cor-
rectly predicted that the Supreme Court decision—the most 
comprehensive expansion of gun rights in a decade—would 
trigger new challenges to gun regulations across the country. 
three business days.

inveStigation

myStery

commUnal claSh

chineSe national booked for 
promoting obScenity throUgh app

‘date’ of chineSe doctor’S death who 
warned of covid-19 remainS myStery

Uk laboUr leader keir Starmer 
callS oUt hindUphobia

A Chinese national was 
among five people booked 
for making millions illegally 
in Bangladesh by promoting 
obscenity through a mobile 
app, according to local me-
dia. 

The live streaming plat-
form Bigo Bangla, whose 
managing director was a 
Chinese national, has alleg-

edly earned a total of Tk 1.08 
billion from the people citing 
the Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID).

A case has been registered 
under the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act in 
the names of five people. 
Yao has been accused of 
smuggling 79 crore taka 
from Bangladesh to abroad. 
Sohel Rana, the CID sub-
inspector (SI) who filed the 

case, according to the publi-
cation, said that he has dug 
into the allegations of money 
laundering against Bigo Live 
for more than a year. After 
collecting the necessary ev-
idence, he filed the lawsuit 
against the Bigo official on 
September 25. Bigo Bangla 
workers Najmul Haque and 
Arif Hossain and a company 
named Monsoon Holding 
have been made defendants. 

The death mystery of a Chi-
na-based ophthalmologist 
who had warned his col-
leagues about early covid-19 
infections in early 2020 got 
more tricky after the latest 
report showing a discrepan-
cy in the timing of the doc-
tor’s death came to light by 
the US-based media outlet.  
Dr Li Wenliang, a 34-year-
old doctor from Wuhan, 

died of a covid-19 infections 
in February. 

According to the hospital-
Dr Li died on February 7 
at 2:58 am, but conflicting 
messages about Li’s condi-
tion had surfaced on media 
outlets from February 6, the 
day when he went into cardi-
ac arrest at around 7:20 PM. 
Some media outlets released 
the information, which was 
later deleted

The state-run publica-
tion Life Times said that he 

had died at 9:30 pm, while 
another said that he died 
at 10:40 pm on February 7.  
In an exclusive interview 
with one of Dr. Li’s col-
leagues. 

Visual Investigations team 
highlighted aspects of the 
time duration when Li was 
in the hospital. “I think Dr. 
Li Wenliang had already 
died by the time I saw him 
around 9 PM on February 
6,” Li’s colleague said during 
the interview. 

UK Labour Party chief Keir 
Starmer called out Hindu-
phobia and said the Hindu 
community is an integral 
part of Britain, said Navendu 
Mishra, an MP from Stock-
port on Thursday.

Navendu Mishra is a Brit-
ish Labour Party politician 
who has been the Member 
of Parliament for Stockport 
since December 12, 2019.

Starmer joined Mishra 
at the Dussehra celebra-

tion, where he spoke about 
“Hinduphobia” and the 
contribution of the Hindu 
community in Britain. 

T a k i n g  t o  T w i t -
ter,  the Stockport MP 
said,”Glad to join festivi-
ties with @Keir_Starmer 
at India Gardens (Europe’s 
largest Navratri festival) as 
the Hindu community ob-
served Dussera (also known 
as Vijay Dashami) Keir called 
out Hinduphobia and spoke 
about the important contri-
bution of the Hindu commu-

nity to the UK. 
Keir’s statement came after 

hate crimes of all kinds fol-
lowing communal clashes in 
Leicester and Birmingham 
in the wake of the India-Pak-
istan Asia Cup cricket match. 

The cycle of violence was 
triggered on August 28 after 
India won the Asia Cup T20 
match against Pakistan.

 A clash broke out between 
groups of young men in 
Leicestershire on Sunday, ac-
cording to a police statement. 

TDG NETWORK
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economic bUrden

nepal to Sell 5 chineSe 
planeS that are Unfit to fly
TDG NETWORK
KathMandU

After facing heavy losses, Nepal Airlines has decided to sell 
five of its Chinese-made aircraft as nobody wants to lease 
them. 

The aircraft spent more time on the ground than in the air, 
and they were becoming a financial burden on the debt-rid-
den national flag carrier, reported Nepali publication hamr-
akura.com. 

Eight years after acquiring a batch of Chinese planes it had 
hoped to fly on underserved mountain routes, Nepal Airlines 
finally decided that it didn’t want the albatross around its 
neck anymore after the direction of the Ministry of Finance. 

In 2012, the corporation advanced the purchase agreement 
of four Y12E (Y12E) and two MA60 (MA60) aircraft from 
China. One of these planes is now in a state of non-operation 
after the accident.

while the remaining five are sitting idle in the parking lot 
of Tribhuvan International Airport. Besides maintenance 
issues and lack of spare parts, Nepal Airlines couldn’t find 
pilots to fly the aircraft, and there was no sense in keeping 
them anymore.

US President Joe Biden

United Nations Chief Antonio Guterres

The law is aimed at placing restrictions on carrying a concealed 
handgun outside the home.
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Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment (MQM) Canada To-
ronto Chapter held a protest 
in Mississauga against the 
state brutalities in Pakistan.

   They protested against 
the burning of the MQM 
head office and parental 
residence of MQM founder 
leader Altaf Hussain in 
Azizabad, Karachi known as 
“Nine Zero” by paramilitary 
Rangers, the extrajudicial 
killing of its workers and the 
illegal arrest of former MNA 
Nisar Panhwar.

   In the demonstration, 
Shahid Raza, a member of 
the Central coordination 
committee of MQM, Dr 

Nadeem Ehsan, advisor co-
ordination committee, Asif 
Qazi, a member of the cen-
tral executive committee of 
MQM, Iqbal Bahadur, joint 
central organizer of MQM 
Canada, members of the 

central organizing commit-
tee, Toronto chapter, office 
bearers and workers par-
ticipated.

The protesters carried the 
posters of justice delayed is 
justice denied.

Revolt

PRotest held by MQM Canada against 
state bRutalities in Pakistan
tdg network
ToronTo 

Amid the ongoing food in-
security in Afghanistan, the 
World Food Programme 
(WFP) is set to provide more 
than 15 million Afghans with 
food assistance every month 
till March 2023.
“Our plan for winter is to 
provide food assistance to 
more than 15 million every 
month,” said Wahidullah 
Amani, WFP Afghanistan 
Spokesman.

   According to the reports, 
WFP has decided to provide 
more than 15 million people 

in Afghanistan with food 
assistance straight after the 
US, Europe and other global 
partners concluded that 
humanitarian aid is not suf-
ficient to solve the ongoing 
crisis in the war-torn nation.

   Earlier, the World Food 
Programme stated that it 
would buy 80,000 tons 
of wheat from Ukraine to 
distribute to Afghanistan’s 
needy people.

   However, several locals 
have complained of not re-
ceiving any aid, lack of trans-
parency in international aid 
amid the high prices of basic 
amenities in the country and 

unemployment.
   “We haven’t received the 

aid. We need aid but if the 
leaders pay attention to us,” 
said Bismillah, another Ka-
bul resident.

   Amid the Ukraine war, 
the World Food Programme 
has called for USD 1.1 bil-
lion to continue delivering 
monthly food and nutrition-
al assistance for the next six 
months to 15 million acutely 
food-insecure people in Af-
ghanistan.

      The rising crisis in Af-
ghanistan has hit small en-
treprises and they have fired 
their employees.

staRvation

World Food Programme to 
tame food crisis in Afghanistan  
tdg network
KABUL

Taking executive ac-
tion to change Unit-
ed States policy on 

marijuana, US President 
Joe Biden has announced a 
sweeping pardon for thou-
sands of people convicted 
of drug possession under 
federal laws.

   “I am announcing a par-
don of all prior Federal of-
fenses of simple possession 
of marijuana.  I have direct-
ed the Attorney General to 
develop an administrative 
process for the issuance 
of certificates of pardon to 
eligible individuals,” Biden 
said in a statement.

   “There are thousands of 
people who have prior Fed-
eral convictions for mari-

juana possession, who may 
be denied employment, 
housing, or educational 
opportunities as a result. 
My action will help relieve 
the collateral consequences 
arising from these convic-
tions,” he added.

   Notably, the order only 
applies to those convicted 
on federal charges of “sim-
ple marijuana possession”.

   “Just as no one should 
be in a Federal prison sole-
ly due to the possession of 
marijuana, no one should 
be in a local jail or state 
prison for that reason, ei-
ther,” he said.

   Marijuana is illegal under 
federal law, even as states 
have moved toward legal 
use for recreational and 
medical purposes.

   As a candidate, Biden 

stopped short of endorsing 
legalization of recreational 
marijuana, but he support-

ed moving towards decrimi-
nalization.

   “Too many lives have 

been upended because of 
our failed approach to mari-
juana. It’s time that we right 
these wrongs,” he said in the 
statement.

Marijuana is a Schedule 
I drug, meaning it is in the 
same category as drugs like 
heroin and LSD. According 
to the federal government, 
it has a high potential for 
abuse and no accepted 
medical value.

The move is expected to 
help those denied employ-
ment, housing or educa-
tional opportunities as they 
are tagged with criminal 
records for facing convic-
tions for marijuana pos-
session. Biden’s move does 
not cover non-citizens who 
were in the U.S. without le-
gal status at the time of their 
arrest.

Water is one of the main 
wheels for developing Af-
ghanistan’s economy and 
bringing the nation out of 
poverty. Its free flow must be 
managed through a proper 
water management system 
and approach that can be 
done by building dams on 
River Kabul.

   The Kabul River rises in 
the Hindu Kush Mountains 
and receives substantial 

flows from several rivers 
which measures 700 kilo-
metres long, it flows 460 
kilometres inside Afghani-
stan and 240 kilometres in 
Pakistan.

   Afghanistan has abundant 
water resources. 80 per cent 
of such resources come from 
surface water that flows from 
snowfields and glaciers in the 
Hindu Kush and Himalayan 
mountains.

   Despite ample water re-
sources, Afghanistan has 
been categorized among the 

high-risk country in the Wa-
ter Stress Index which shows 
that the country is incapable 
to consume its annual wa-
ter supplies generated from 
precipitation, rivers, and 
groundwater.

   Years of internal conflicts 
in the country wasted the 
opportunity to draw a water 
management system in Af-
ghanistan in which almost 12 
billion cubic meters of the Ka-
bul river flow into Pakistan 
free of cost every year.

  On the other hand, four-

fifths of Afghanistan’s popu-
lation of 38 million depend 
on farming and horticulture. 
The recent drought and cli-
mate changes have badly 
damaged the sector, reducing 
the cultivated area from 10.8 
million acres in 1978 to 4.6 
million acres in 2002 with 
further reduction in the re-
cent decade.

   More importantly, around 
six million residents of Kabul 
and Jalalabad depend on the 
Kabul River for all their wa-
ter needs. Indeed, such water 

can be used for hydropower 
plants to produce energy as 
well.

   Afghanistan suffers from 
a severe shortage of electric-
ity which imports 80 per 
cent of its electricity from its 
neighbours.

   Constructing barrages on 
the Kabul River is associated 
with many supremacies, it 
stores water when precipita-
tion is at its peak, suppresses 
flood, waters agriculture, 
and produces competitive, 
and clean energy.

diPloMatiC aggRession

establiishMent

Biden pardons thousands 
convicted of marijuana possession 

develoPMent of wateR ResouRCes in the kabul RiveR basin

tdg network
WASHInGTon 

tdg network
KABUL

A man protesting against the brutalities in Pakistan. 

Joe Biden 
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A student 
participates 

in a face 
painting 

competition 
organised 

on the 
concluding 
day of 68th 

National 
Wildlife 

Week 
celebrations, 
at Van Vihar 

national park, 
in Bhopal on 

Friday. ANI

NATIONAL WILDLIFE WEEK

There’s so 
much cricket 
being played, 
and people 
get injured. 
Bumrah is 
injured, but it’s 
an opportunity 
for somebody 
else.

— Ravi ShaStRi

BRAIN-PICKING

Former India head coach, on Jasprit Bumrah’s injury ahead of 
T20 World Cup.

FIVE INTEREsTING FACTs ABOuT 
INDIAN sTATEs
India in itself is a diverse land with beauty in every 
aspect of it, be it geographical, cultural, or social. 
India has people of different cultures living in dif-
ferent states. Each state has something interesting 
about it. Let us take a look at a five interesting facts 
about the Indian states.

Gujarat: Hills GoinG aGainst 
Gravity
Just think that your car is going up the hill 
all by itself without any driver. If you visit 

Tulsi Shyam near Gujarat’s Amreli district, don’t get 
freaked out by this bizarre sight. In this area, the 
hills act against gravity.

MizoraM: BiGGest faMily in 
tHe world
Ziona Chana of Mizoram is the head of 
the biggest family in the world, consisting 

of 181 members. Chana has 39 wives, 94 children, 
14 daughters-in-law and 33 grandchildren. He lives 
in a 100-room house in the Baktawng village. Isn’t 
it crazy?

Mandsaur: ravana is 
worsHipped
Madhya Pradesh’s Madsaur is one of the 
places where Ravana is worshipped. It is 

said that Madsaur is the paternal home of Ravana’s 
wife, Mandodari. Instead of celebrating Dussehra, 
the people in Mandsaur mourn the day. 

GuwaHati: CeleBration of 
Menstruation 
A large number of people in India still 
consider menstruation or periods in 

women a taboo. But there is a celebration dedicated 
to it that takes place in Guwahati. The four-day 
festival, the Ambubachi Mela, happens around 
June. Locals believe that during this time, the Hindu 
Goddess Kamakhya undergoes her periods. While 
the Kamakhya Temple remains closed during this 
time, many sadhus, tantriks, and aghoris from all 
across the world visit this fertility fair. The display 
of red flowers, red cloth, and vermillion makes the 
celebration grandiose and remarkable. 

taMil nadu: tradition of 
walkinG on fire 
Many of you have probably heard or seen 
dialogue or scenes in movies where peo-

ple claim to walk on fire for one another. But do you 
know it happens in reality in Tamil Nadu? Theemithi 
is a fire-walking ceremony in Tamil Nadu. It is the 
celebration of Draupadi, the wife of the Pandavas, 
from the Mahabharata.

—APOORVA CHAUDHARY 

‘top Class’: sanju saMson takes 
over top trends despite india’s loss 
India lose to South Africa by 9 runs in a 40-over rain-
truncated match played at the Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee Ekana Cricket Stadium in Lucknow made 
the Indians cricket fans pretty upset. However, support 
came pouring in for Sanju Samson.     

With India losing wickets and the required rate con-
sistently going higher they desperately needed a part-
nership and Shreyas Iyer alongwith Sanju Samson did 
just that. 

The Iyer-Samson duo hit boundaries to strike a 50-run 
partnership and take the team’s total beyond the 100-run 
mark in 22.3 overs.

Irrfan Khan tweeted, “Well played Sanju Samson. Hard 
luck for now winning the game.”

Mohammed Kaif tweeted, “Top class from sanju Sam-
son, very aggressive, very impressive, you deserve the 
applause!!”

Netizens also backed Sanju Samson and appreciated 
his efforts. One of the users said, “With the kind of talent 
he has, he can make any team in the world. Very unfor-
tunate he has to sit out the T20 World Cup. Future is 
undoubtedly yours, dear.”

“Not seen anyone after Dhoni, trying to time a chase 
with such perfection as Sanju did tonight. Hard luck 
champ, but you have indeed won a lot of heart’s today 
with your brilliant effort,” said another. 

#sanjusaMson 

“Young adults are ‘too re-
laxed’ and do not care about 
the crisis.” The pandemic 
branded digital natives as 
careless, unconcerned, and 
many other characteristics. 
Two years on, and a bunch of 
universities and researchers 
have curiously been intrud-
ing into the lives of Gen Z 
(those born in the late nine-
ties, till the end of 2010), to 
find out more about their 
attitude, anxiety, and how 
they perceive the world that 
is filled with challenges for 
most of us.

Yes, Gen Z is the cynosure 
of attention. No other gener-
ation has attracted the eyes 
of the world as much as this 
one. The reason is simple, 
while most countries have 
aging populations and de-
clining birth rates, GenZ is 
currently the largest genera-
tion on Earth. ‘Impatient’, 
‘distracted’, ‘weird’, ‘un-
constrained’, and ‘uncon-
cerned’ are the frequently 
conferred labels they live 
with. The unbelievable 
thing is that the generations 
that have pushed Gen Z into 

electronic devices, global 
warming, food insecurity, 
and homelessness are the 
same generations that have 
been labelling them for their 
inability to wait, understand, 
and contribute. And this 
was not enough. Finally, the 
pandemic had to arrive, and 
it turned out to be a major 
event impacting their lives. 
In the years when their long-
lasting values are still being 
shaped, it is indeed abrupt, a 
sudden jolt to their stable en-
vironment with a so-called 
robust economy. Several 
studies before the pandemic 
had already highlighted 
higher rates of depression 
and anxiety, and a need for 
emotional support; being 
less resilient than older gen-
erations; and disinterested-
ness in face-to-face contact 
with other people. So, if this 
was earlier, what would it be 
like today. 

Can we call these the best 
years of their lives anymore? 
Can we think of a worse 
time than this to enter the 
job market? Do we under-
stand their anxieties about 

moving in a virtual world 
now layered with loads of 
uncertainty? None of us 
could ever imagine that this 
pandemic would prove to be 
the most defining moment 
for this generation, impact-
ing not only their social lives 
but even their future educa-
tion and career plans. These 
disruptions mean nothing 
to us. The inability to date 

their friends, the ambigu-
ity to plan for the academic 
growth and the craving to 
pursue their hobbies, these 
really mean nothing to us.

The plight is that we con-
sider them lucky and safe to 
not have been infected by the 
virus.

There are good things 
too, but we do not want to 
observe these. Gen Z can 
relate well with their grand-

parents, the so-called Baby 
Boomers. Their sense and 
need for financial security 
is similar to their grandpar-
ents. Gen Z are pragmatic, 
they value relationships, 
and they love people no mat-
ter how different they are 
or how “astonishing” their 
lifestyles might be. They like 
to be self-starters and often 
find creative ways of dealing 

with their challenges. They 
dislike hypocrisy and are 
unenthusiastic to follow the 
institutions merely because 
of it being a tradition. They 
value authenticity and avoid 
being judgemental.

Our inability to appreciate 
them is nothing but our own 
loss. 

Dr Benazir Patil is the Chief 
Executive Officer of SCHOOL 
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GEN Z: ARE WE LOsING ThEm? 
Gen Z is the cynosure of attention. No other generation has attracted 
the eyes of the world as much as this one.

ThINKING OF TROLLING A 
CELEBRITy? DOjA CAT WILL 
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Rapper Doja Cat is in 
no mood to take nega-
tivity on social media. 
The “Kiss Me More” 
hitmaker was recently 
seen sporting dramatic 
gold face and body paint 
during Paris Fashion 
Week. However, her 
gilded glam look did not 
impress a social media 
user, Page Six reported.

On Twitter, one user called Doja “ugly.”
“The paint is making her look ugly. When you do makeup 

like this, you still need to accentuate features. She looks like 
a tired old statue lmao,” one person tweeted.

Doja was quick to call out the particular netizen.
“I wasn’t trying to look sexy or attractive,” she wrote. “All of 

my makeup has a story and there are absolutely 0 rules and if 
there were you wouldn’t be the one making them,” she added.

The “Planet Her” rapper rocked the bold beauty look with 
a matching gold manicure, a plaid pantsuit and a Simon 
Miller vegan shearling coat (USD 695) for the A.W.A.K.E 
Mode show, and later swapped out the suit for a casual tee 
and jeans (but kept the metallic makeup) to go shopping at 
the Jacquemus store.

Doja also sported white face paint with blue contouring, a 
black striped lip paired with silver eyebrow studs, and graph-
ic zigzagging eyeliner, among other theatrical looks created 
by artists Laurel Charleston and Sophia Sinot.

The Grammy winner shaved her head and eyebrows in Au-
gust, and has been experimenting with eye-catching beauty 
looks ever since.

People on the island of New 
Guinea are said to have cul-
tivated bananas 7,000 years 
ago. However, the history of 
banana domestication is con-
voluted, and their classifica-
tion is widely discussed as 
the borders between species 
and subspecies are some-
times ambiguous.

Now, a study in Frontiers 
in Plant Science shows that 
this history is even more 
complex than previously 
thought. The results confirm 
that the genome of today’s 
domesticated varieties con-
tains traces of three extra, as 
yet unknown, ancestors.

CoMplex 
doMestiCation 
History
Domesticated bananas (ex-
cept for the Fei bananas in 
the Pacific) are thought to be 
descended from a cluster of 
four ancestors    either sub-
species of the wild banana 
Musa acuminata, or distinct 
but closely related species. 
M. acuminata seems to have 
evolved in the northern 
borderlands between India 

and Myanmar, and to have 
existed across Australasia 
approximately 10 million 
years before it was first do-
mesticated. A further com-
plication is that domesti-
cated varieties can have two 
(‘diploid’), three (‘triploid’), 
or four (‘tetraploid’) copies 
of every chromosome, and 
that many are also descend-
ed from the wild species M. 
balbisiana.

Recent smaller-scale stud-
ies suggest that even this 
already complex scenario 
might not be the whole sto-
ry, and that further ances-
tors related to M. acuminata 
could have been involved in 
the domestication. The new 
results not only confirm that 
this is indeed the case, they 
also show for the first time 
that these gene pools are 
common in domesticated 
banana genomes.

Banana ColleCtinG 
Missions
The authors sequenced the 
DNA in 226 extracts of leaf 
extracts from the world’s 
largest collection of banana 
samples at The Alliance of 
Bioversity International and 
CIAT’s ‘Musa Germplasm 

Transit Centre’ in Belgium. 
Among these samples, 68 
belonged to nine wild sub-
species of M. acuminata, 
154 to diploid domesticated 
varieties descended from M. 
acuminata, and four more 
distantly related wild species 
and hybrids as comparisons. 
Many had previously been 
gathered on dedicated ‘ba-
nana collecting missions’ to 
Indonesia, the island of New 
Guinea, and the autonomous 
region of Bougainville.

The researchers first mea-
sured the levels of related-
ness between cultivars and 
wild bananas and then 
made ‘family trees’ based on 
the diversity of 39,031 Single 
Nucleotide Polymorphisms 
(SNPs). They used a sub-
set of these—evenly spread 
across the genome, with each 

pair demarcating a block of 
approximately 100,000 
‘DNA letters’—to statistically 
analyse the ancestry of each 
block. They detected traces 
of three further ancestors in 
the genomes of all domesti-
cated samples, for which no 
matches are yet known from 
the wild.

Mystery anCestors 
MiGHt survive 
soMewHere
The mystery ancestors 
might be long since extinct. 
“But our personal convic-
tion is that they are still liv-
ing somewhere in the wild, 
either poorly described by 
science or not described at 
all, in which case they are 
probably threatened,” said 
Sardos.

Sardos et al. have a good 
idea where to look for them. 
“Our genetic comparisons 
show that the first of these 
mystery ancestors must 
have come from the region 
between the Gulf of Thailand 
and west of the South China 
Sea. The second, from the re-
gion between north Borneo 
and the Philippines. The 
third, from the island of New 
Guinea.”

Pulwama district of Jammu 
and Kashmir is said to be 
the pencil district of the 
country as 70% of slates are 
produced in this district and 
sent to pencil manufacturing 
companies.

There are several work-
shops in the district that 
produce slate for making 
pencils. To make pencils in 
India, the wood had to be 
brought from other coun-
tries like China and Germa-
ny, but now this requirement 
is fulfilled from the Pulwama 
district.

Oukhoo village in Pulwa-

ma district, which was given 
the title of ‘Pencil Village’ by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, has many industrial 
centres where thousands of 
youth are earning employ-
ment. However, there is a 
need to further promote 
these industrial centres 
from which the unemployed 
youth of the valley will be 
able to earn their jobs.

The famous pencil village 
of Pulwama is a great step 
towards making industries 
and factories economically 
stable in Jammu and Kash-
mir. For further strengthen-
ing the sector, the youth here 
need to be provided with fa-
cilities and skillsets.

women labourers work at a pencil slat factory, at Oukhoo village, 
in Pulwama.

TuLsI shyAm
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14-year-old claims gold in 
swimming in national games 

two indian students bag prestigious 
Victorian premier’s award

butterfly specialist astha choudhury 
sets a national games record

comedian Judy tenuta, ‘the loVe goddess’, 
dies of oVarian cancer 

in-house series 

we women want: healthcare 
experts discuss mental health
The pressure of fitting in and body shaming 
affect young girls at an early level.

TDG NeTwork
New Delhi 

Priya Sahgal, in conversation with Neera Jain, Dr Jyoti kapoor and Dr Shambhavi Jaiman. 

This week on We Women 
Want, we focus on women 
and mental health with three 
health care specialists on the 
panel, Neera Jain, Counsel-
lor, Mental Health; Dr Jyoti 
Kapoor, Consultant Psychi-
atrist and Pschyotherapist 
and Founder of Manasthali; 
and Dr Shambhavi Jaiman, 
Consultant Psychiatrist at 
Fortis Healthcare. 

The panel spoke about how 
mental health disorders af-
fect men and women differ-
ently and statistically. It is 
women who are more affect-

ed, whether it is biological 
stress or societal pressures.

TRAUMA
Childhood traumas, espe-
cially sexual abuse, are often 
traced to be the cause of de-
pression in later years.

BODY SHAMING
Apart from that, the pres-
sure of fitting in and body 
shaming affect young girls 
at the early school level.

PRESSURE
Later on its menopause, 
polycystic ovary syndrome 
or just the pressures from 

in-laws that can cause men-
tal stress. 

The audience also asked 
questions about issues that 
were bothering them, which 
the panel of experts fielded 
on camera. The show was 
moderated by Priya Sahgal, 
Senior Executive Editor, ITV 
Network. 

Catch fresh episodes of ‘We 
Women Want’ every Satur-
day at 7:30 PM on NewsX. 
The program will also be 
streamed live on major OTT 
platforms- Dailyhunt, Zee5, 
MX Player, ShemarooMe, 
Watcho, Mzaalo, Jio TV, Tata 
Play and PayTm livestreams.

Developing societ-
ies like South Asia 
have been victims 

of structural social violence. 
The Indian visionary lead-
ers have been fighting to 
overcome the social evils 
like child marriage and 
widow re-marriage for last 
more than two centuries. 
Raja Ram Mohan Roy fought 
against Sati-pratha, whereas 
Dayanand Saraswati’s Arya 
Samaj advocated compulsory 
education for girls up to 4th 
standard. Though a girl child 
in our society has scant con-
trol of her own agency, her 
choices and preferences 
usually conform to her fam-
ily’s taste and norms, even 
in the 21st century. This is 
especially true in the case 
of young girls hailing from 
vulnerable families in South 
Asian society. Educational 
needs, care, and nurturing 
are considered of least im-
portance among the vulner-
able sections. These factors 
result in the early marriage of 
young girls that have serious 
implications for their future. 
The National Family Health 
Survey (NFHS-5) report of 
2019-21 states that nearly 
23.3% of women between 
the age group of 20-24 years 
have been married before 
they turned 18.

Several factors, such as bla-
tant disregard for the girl’s 
consent, economic compul-
sions, and a lack of alterna-
tive economic opportunities 
for the child, contribute to 
the issue of child marriage 
among vulnerable families. 
In many instances, the child 
is taken out of the protection 
of her family and married off, 
with the parents being falsely 
promised a safe and pro-
tected environment for their 

married daughter. It has also 
been seen that, in most cases, 
coercion or threat is used to 
solemnise the nuptials. In re-
cent years, it has been seen 
that there are rising instances 
of under-aged girls being 
trafficked under the pretext 
of gainful employment or 
education and being married 
off to older adults in South 
Asia and beyond.

For instance, in August this 
year, a 15-year-old girl from 
Chattisgarh was drugged and 
trafficked from her village in 
Champa district to Mathura 
in Uttar Pradesh, where she 
was sold for Rs. 80,000 for 
marriage. Following her res-
cue by ChildLine, it was dis-
covered that the traffickers, 
who included a woman and 
two men, had assured her 
mother that their daughter 
would receive an education 
and gainful employment.
Similarly, in May this year, 
a 14-year-old girl from Je-
hanabad district in Bihar was 
first drugged and trafficked 
from Patna and was then 
sold to a 19-year-old man 
for Rs. 1.7 lakhs for marriage. 
The girl was rescued follow-
ing an inter-state operation 
involving Bachpan Bachao 
Andolan (BBA) founded by 
Nobel Peace Laureate Kailash 
Satyarthi, anti-human traf-
ficking units (AHTU), police, 
and district child protection 
units (DCPU) of Bihar and 
Haryana. Shockingly, it was 
found that the marriage was 
solemnised on fake identity 
cards showing the false age 
of the minor girl.

These instances highlight 
the rising linkage of children 
being trafficked from their 
native places and then sold as 
‘child brides’ in other places, 
at times trafficked overseas. 

Both child trafficking and 
child marriage are serious 
offences under the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) and, more-
over, child marriages have 
been prohibited under the 
Prevention of Child Marriage 
Act, 2006. However, the 
punishment prescribed for 
such activities fails to grasp 
the exact magnitude of the 
issue, especially the plight of 
the minor victims. The legal 
provisions are silent on the 
relief and rehabilitation of 
the innocent victims, who af-
ter being rescued face family 
and societal rejection and fall 
prey to further exploitation.

The trafficking of children 
from remote areas, especially 
from vulnerable families 
who see their young daugh-
ters as a financial liability, 
is a major menace growing 
in our society. It is time that 
we take cognisance of the is-
sue as part of the ‘organized 
crime syndicate’ that runs the 
business for pecuniary ben-
efits. As seen from the above 
two instances, both the cases 
of trafficking involved the ex-
change of money and victims 
were traded as ‘commodities’. 
This is an abominable activ-
ity that needs to be nipped 
in the bud as it poses a grave 
problem for society.

Globally too, the traffick-
ing of children has become 
a highly structured and 
organised criminal activity 
in recent years, especially 

in South Asian states. For 
instance, in August 2017, a 
16-year-old girl from Hyder-
abad was lured away from 
her mother on the promise 
of a job. The police, on inves-
tigation, found the girl had 
been trafficked to Muscat in 
Oman by her close relatives 
and sold to an Omani Sheikh 
as a child bride for Rs 5 lakh.

In another case from Hy-
derabad, the police arrested 
a man, Kaji Khan, who used 
to lure underage girls and 
sell them to visiting Arab 
Sheikhs for between Rs 3 and 
4 lakhs each as child brides. 
Kaji Khan later turned an 
informer for Hyderabad po-
lice, and during one raid in 
a hotel, the police rescued a 
14-year-old girl who was sold 
for Rs. 4 lakhs and married 
to a 62-year-old Arab.

In such cases, it is seen that 
underage girls are lured away 
from their parents and sold 
off as child brides. In many 
cases, girls are sexually ex-
ploited for commercial pur-
poses and also face physical 
harassment. These child traf-
fickers need means to trans-
port children over a great 
distance and have a well-or-
ganized plan to execute their 
scheme that also involves the 
transaction of money, usually 
in cash. All these intricate 
networks are part of an or-
ganised criminal activity that 
generates a huge amount of 
‘black money’ and poses a 

national security risk with 
international ramifications. 
‘Black money’ gives rise to a 
parallel economy where mi-
nor girls are trafficked over-
seas for forced child marriage 
without even parental con-
sent and then pushed into the 
sex trade. These networks 
are trans-national and defy 
the national boundaries in 
the South Asian region. A 
popular route for girl child 
trafficking in the region is 
from Dhaka-Murshidabad-
Kathmandu to the Gulf re-
gion.

The government, there-
fore, must admit the rising 
relationship between child 
trafficking and child mar-
riage and legislate appropri-
ate laws and sensitization of 
the law enforcement agencies 
to prevent and stop the men-
ace. In this context, the draft 
anti-trafficking bill pending 
before the Parliament must 
take a concrete shape and 
be enacted as an Act. In this 
context, the recent appeal 
by the Nobel Peace Laureate 
Kailash Satyarthi for a na-
tionwide campaign against 
child marriage is a timely 
step to abolish the social evil 
from this region.
Professor Sanjay K Bharadwaj 
is a former Chairperson of Cen-
tre for South Asian Studies and 
Former Director, Energy Studies 
Programme, School of Interna-
tional Studies at Jawaharlal 
Nehru University.  

oppression 

child marriage is akin to child 
trafficking 
Though a girl child in our society has scant control of her own agency, her 
choices and preferences usually conform to her family’s norms. This is  true in 
the case of young girls hailing from vulnerable families in South Asian society.

SaNJay k. BharaDwaJ 

WASHINGTON: Stand-up comedian Judy Tenuta, also 
known as ‘The Love Goddess’ and ‘Aphrodite of the Accor-
dion,’ passed away at 72 of ovarian cancer on Thursday in 
Los Angeles.

According to Variety, she was one of the comedians who 
helped live comedy become popular in clubs like the Comedy 
Store in Los Angeles, the Laff Stop in Houston, and Caroline’s 
in New York City. She was known for her sarcastic humour, 
expletive-filled jokes, raspy voice, and accordion.

Tenuta co-starred in the independent movie “Sister Mary” alongside Bruce Vilanch 
and also had supporting parts in “Gibsonburg” and Hillary and Haley Duff’s “Material 
Girls.” She appeared on “General Hospital,” “Ned’s Declassified School Survival Guide,” 
and “Corey in the House” while working on television. She played little parts on “The 
Weird Al Show” and was a recurring character in Al Yankovic’s comedic sketches and 
music videos.

“Earth has truly lost a goddess,” Yankovic tweeted following news of her death.

child marriages in india 
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RAJKOT: Hashika Ramachandra anchored the Karnataka 
4x200m Freestyle Relay team to victory to climb the po-
dium at the Sardar Patel Aquatics Complex this week for 
the fourth time in the 36th National Games, but it was her 
stunning victory in the 200m Butterfly final 
that set the venue alight.

The 14-year-old Hashika Ramachandra 
dug deep into the reserves of her energy to 
slip past Astha Choudhury and touch the 
wall in 2 minutes 19.12 seconds for her third 
National Games record, including one as 
part of the relay team, in four days.

The win enabled her to complete an 
individual treble to overshadow Maha-
rashtra diver Hrutika Shriram, a mother 
of a two-year-old, 
and seasoned Sajan 
Prakash’s efforts to-
day.

Favourite Hrutika 
Shriram stayed on 
course to repeat the 
golden hattrick by 
winning the Wom-
en’s 10m Platform event. Though she was self-admittedly 
not at her best, she did her dives well enough to pick up 
her second gold in three days and her 10th crown in four 
editions of the National Games.

Sajan Prakash, braving abdominal muscle pain, stamped 
his commanding presence by winning his favourite event, 
the Men’s 200m Butterfly, with a National Games record. 
It was a praiseworthy bid by the experienced swimmer to 
claim his second gold medal of the National Games in ad-
dition to two silver medals.

Meanwhile, with 40 gold and 89 medals in all at the time 
of writing, Services continued to enjoy an unchallenged run 
at the top of the medal charts. Haryana was second with 25 
gold, barely ahead of Maharashtra’s 24. 

CANBERRA: Two female Indian students 
in Australia, Divyangana Sharma and Ri-
tika Saxena, have bagged the prestigious 
Victorian Premier’s award.

Amit Sarwal, writing in The Australia 
Today, said that these awards are an ini-
tiative of the Victorian government to cel-
ebrate outstanding international students 
in Victoria.

Divyangana Sharma won the coveted 
Victorian Premier’s Award - International 
Student of the Year 2021-22, while Ritika 
Saxena won the International Student of 
the Year award in the Research category.

Divyangana also won the Victorian Inter-
national Education Awards 2021-22 in the 
Higher Education category. She came to 
Melbourne to study nursing at Holmesglen 
Institute in February 2020, said Sarwal.

“The cultural diversity, the inclusion of 
the LGBTQIA+ community, education 

opportunities, art and culture are what 
make Melbourne a unique city and work 
like a magnet for people wanting to study 
abroad,” he said.

Ritika moved to Melbourne as an 18-year-
old and is now a PhD student involved in 
stem cell research, reported The Australia 
Today.

“When you move to Victoria, you are 
an international student. But by the time 
you finish your degree, you will be truly 
global,” said Ritika.

RAJKOT: Astha Choud-
hury claimed the hon-
our of becoming the first 
swimmer to break a record 

as the Na-
tional Games 
Aquatics 
competition 
commenced 
at the Sardar 
Patel Aquat-
ics Complex.

She clocked 
1 : 03.9 1  i n 
t h e  1 0 0 m 

Butterfly heats to take the 
Games record from Richa 

Mishra, who set it at 1:04.41 
in Ranchi in 2011.

Incidentally, the Butter-
fly specialist had clocked 
1:03.07 in Guwahati last 
month to claim the Nation-
al Record too.

Tanishi Gupta (Karnata-
ka) and Divya Satija (Hary-
ana) were second and third 
fastest in the heats.

Sajan Prakash, the Best 
Male Athlete of the 2015 
National Games, started 
his quest to repeat that feat 
by entering two individ-
ual finals and the Kerala 

team’s 4x100m freestyle 
relay final. On a day when 
his younger Olympic col-
league, Srihari Nataraj, 
made his appearance only 
in the freestyle relay heats, 
Sajan Prakash, stated his 
intent in very clear terms.



spiritually speaking the daily guardian review
saturday |  08 october 2022
new delhi14

When you build a house, every 
brick counts. When you build a 
character, every thought counts. 
Who I am comes from what I think. 
Thoughts that build the highest 
quality character are based on 
love, purity, peace and wisdom. 
The more my thoughts are filled 
with these qualities, the more my 
character is shaped around them. 
Today let me think high-quality 
thoughts.

A thought 
for todAy

Most people in the world 
today, for one reason or 
another, need mercy and 
compassion. Because of 
this, many of them remem-
ber God or those in whom 
they have faith — often in 
sorrow, and out of despera-
tion.

Do we feel mercy for such 
souls? They are our broth-
ers and sisters. True mercy 
arises from the heart, not 
just for others but also for 
the self. Mercy for the self is 
needed if we wish to over-
come our weaknesses and 
become a better person. It 
enables us to detach and 
not identify with the de-
fects in the soul.

Many pious people are 
merciful, and for this rea-
son they are afraid of do-
ing anything wrong or sin-
ful. They do not fear God, 
but they are afraid of do-
ing anything bad, and this 

saves them from sinful ac-
tions. 

Those who do not have 
mercy tend to become in-
fluenced by three things — 
carelessness, jealousy, and 
dislike. When we are mer-
ciful, there is a genuine de-
sire not to harm ourselves 
or others in any way, and 
consequently we are not 
careless. The mercy in the 
heart finishes carelessness, 
and it does not allow any 
feelings of jealousy or dis-

like for anyone to emerge. 
Together with mercy, spiri-
tual power is also needed so 
that we do not become im-
pressed by others, attached 
to them, or influenced by 
their weakness. Someone 
who is merciful and power-
ful will not be impressed by 
someone’s virtues, achieve-
ments, or the cooperation 
they receive from them. 
Being merciful means not 
being impressed even by 
ourselves: ‘I have a sharp 

intellect’, ‘No one can do 
this work better than me’, 
‘I am more virtuous than 
others’. When we have 
mercy for the self and avoid 
falling into these traps, we 
can be free from both, jeal-
ousy and dislike.

Some people say that they 
want to be merciful, but 
they cannot be so because 
of what others do.  “I do not 
like it when someone tells 
lies. Otherwise, I do not get 
angry.” If someone is lying, 
it is clearly wrong. How-
ever, if we react with anger, 
is that right? Can someone 
who is wrong correct an-
other who is wrong? What 
impact will our words 
make on the other person? 
To have mercy on the other 
person and correct them, 
we first need to be merciful 
with the self and not suc-
cumb to anger. The other 
person will be receptive to 
what we say, and our words 
and conduct can have the 
desired result. This is how 
mercy for the self and oth-
ers helps in the task of self-
improvement and inspires 
others towards the same.

B.K. Atam Prakash is a 
Rajyoga teacher at the Brah-
ma Kumaris headquarters in 
Mount Abu, Rajasthan.

Being merciful with the 
self and others

spiritual power

The most important thing that 
is going on today is a move 
from a material focus to a spir-
itual focus. It is a move from 
the external to the internal, to 
the awakening of self-aware-
ness. This resurgence of the 
awareness of the human spirit 
is quietly growing amidst the 
current breakdown of exter-
nal social, economic and po-
litical systems of the world. 

By drawing power from in-

ner spiritual resources, a criti-
cal mass of human beings is 
empowering a new approach 
to living. Self-awareness is 
easy and begins with simply 
taking a mental step back and 
observing our thoughts, feel-
ings, attitudes, and actions. 
This observation slowly gives 
way to the awareness that I 
am an eternal being of light 
energy. My form is an invisible 
point of pure light. I was never 
born, and I will never die. I am 
imperishable. I am peaceful. I 
am powerful. I feel renewed 
and no longer ordinary. I feel 
delighted as self-awareness 
continues to grow.

When I am full, complete, 
having put aside selfish needs, 
then I can be naturally gener-
ous. Natural generosity is like 
that of a tree, whose fruit is 
available to anyone for the 
picking. My being is open to 

others to share the fruits of 
my good wishes and pure 
thoughts without any hidden 
agenda.

“Only a powerful soul can of-
fer love. Only a powerful soul 
can afford to be humble. If we 
are weak, then we become self-

ish. If we are empty, we take; 
but if we are filled, we auto-
matically give to all. That is our 
nature.” - Dadi Prakashmani

Actually, the whole of hu-
manity is like a tree; each hu-
man being is connected with 
the Seed of this tree. With the 

awareness of being part of a 
beautiful tree connected to a 
master Seed, we appreciate 
how we are connected and 
what we have in common. 
We understand how to be in 
community and conversa-
tion with each other, so with a 

unified front, we are ready to 
mobilize for the next situation 
and move forward together. 

Just as we make it a prior-
ity to keep our phone battery 
fully charged every day, we 
must also make it a priority 
to keep the battery of the soul 
fully charged. To be unified, 
filled and sustained by God, 
we must take time to empower 
ourselves daily.  We sit quietly 
and connect our mind to the 
One Source, the Master Gen-
erator. In this awareness we 
allow the self to recharge and 
renew. Success is measured by 
others, but satisfaction is best 
measured by our own soul - 
a mind and heart blessed by 
God.

Chirya Yvonne Risely is a Ra-
jyoga meditation teacher, based 
at the Brahma Kumaris Peace 
Village Retreat Center, USA.

Self-awareness begins with simply taking a mental step back and observing our thoughts, feelings, 
attitudes, and actions.

a new approach to living
spiritual focus

Humility is the real 
spiritual power of 
the inner being. It is 

a manifestation of greatness, 
even though often perceived 
as some kind of a weakness. 
A humble person always 
wants to remain incognito, 
in silence, not making a show 
of themselves. In a world of 
noise and thousands of opin-
ions, that kind of power is 
not easily recognised.

Humility is the seed of a 

beautiful tree that bears the 
fruit of many spiritual val-
ues and virtues. An egocen-
tric person could view that 
seed with arrogance, “I am 
the creator of the tree”, but 
a humble soul recognises 
and acknowledges the sup-
port and invaluable help of 
the earth in which it grows, 
the blessed rain and light 
of sunshine. A humble per-
son deflects all praise to the 
others that made all things 
possible. A humble person 
also gives time to help and 
encourage the growth of oth-
ers, while maintaining their 
self-respect, and has only 
benevolence in their hearts. 
If they perceive some weak-
ness or another, they make it 
known with great love and 
with only the growth of the 
other in their mind. If some-
one approaches a humble 
person with some criticism 

or correction, they check first 
to see if what is being pointed 
out is true. Then, if it is true, 
they feel grateful for the sig-
nal and make efforts of their 
own, to improve.

A humble soul is detached 
and knows that some fruit 
takes time to mature. The 
sweeter and more virtuous a 
soul is, with genuine concern 
for others, the more that soul 
becomes detached. Detached 
from fame and defamation, 
praise and criticism, success 
and failure. The humble 
soul knows that they are still 
learning, and ego of any kind 
is like an insect eating away 
their real honour, and the 
sweetness of the fruit.

An egocentric soul, on 
the other hand, wants to be 
recognised, and raises their 
voice loud. They can appear 
powerful, and often are, but 
it is the wrong kind of power 

and will end in sorrow. They 
are stubborn, want to be 
right, and defame others in 
order to appear more virtu-
ous or better. They depend 
and thrive on praise, and 
when praise is not forthcom-
ing, they wilt and blame, and 
point a finger to the outside. 
Little do they realise that 
three other fingers are point-
ing back at them.

There are three qualities 
that a humble soul values 
most highly - truth, love and 
inner silence. They never 
give sorrow to others, nor do 
they take sorrow from any-
one or any situation. They 
understand that freedom is 
the birthright of each per-
son. They live with mercy 
and compassion. They have 
a caring nature and give re-
spect to everyone, whatever 
their station in life. They con-
stantly uplift others, so that 

after being with a humble 
soul, the other feels strength 
and courage to move for-
ward. The humble soul has 
inner stability and is a source 
of support and wisdom for 
others.

The egocentric seed gives 
rise to a tree that is tall and 
imposing, but the fruit of the 
tree cannot be reached, as it 
is too high. The tree that has 
grown from a seed of humil-
ity bows down to the earth, 
laden with sweet fruit for all 
to reach and be sustained 
from. A humble soul is not 
deceived by the role, posi-
tion or status, for they know 
the secret to true humility is 
the understanding of being 
the soul within, and not the 
physical body.

B.K. Sudesh is Director of the 
Brahma Kumaris’ services in 
Europe.

The power of humility
inner staBility

B.K. SudeSh

Humility is the seed of a beautiful tree that bears the fruit of many spiritual values and virtues. Humility is the real spiritual 
power of the inner being. It is a manifestation of greatness, even though often perceived as some kind of a weakness.

There are three qualities that a humble soul values most highly - truth, love and inner silence.

The tongue works as a nee-
dle or scissors. A sweet voice 
can mend the heart of oth-
ers, while harsh words can 
hurt or even break another’s 
heart. The words we speak 
must be filled with blessings 
and good wishes. When we 
receive blessings from oth-
ers, we gain the power to 
progress through whatever 
lies ahead.

But how do we achieve a 
sweet voice? Human beings 
talk the whole day long – just 
listen to the way you talk to 
yourself in your mind. Just 
as, when we speak, the voice 
echoes, so it is with subtle 
thoughts – they reach oth-
ers. Indeed, we often speak 
more with the mind than 
with the lips – the mind has 
a deep connection with our 
words and actions. The se-
cret to having control over 
your words and actions, 
then, is to become peace-
ful, have self-respect, and 
remind others of their own 
self-respect; then all your 
words will be sweet and well 

considered.
It is easy to fall into the 

habit of criticising others. 
But if you defame someone 
or agree with someone who 
defames another, there will 
be consequences. The one 
who sows the seed of defa-
mation receives the fruit ac-
cordingly. So be aware and 
cautious. Anger also makes 
the tongue bitter. We can 

remedy this by remaining 
aware of God; this makes the 
tongue very sweet! Fill your 
words with significance, 
benevolence, and thoughts 
of service. Otherwise, there 
is no need to speak. Aim to 

speak less and do more, so 
that others see that you show 
by doing.

Just as we can train the 
tongue to talk only when 
necessary, so the ears, too, 
can be trained to hear. Noth-
ing wasteful, no matter how 
small should enter the ear; it 
is said that an ant in the ear 
of an elephant can make it 
fall. If you hear something 

about another person, this 
clouds your perception and 
affects your thoughts. How 
do we train our hearing? 
By developing the ability to 
listen and absorb only good 
things. When we absorb the 

truth, we understand what 
changes we can make to ben-
efit others.

Sometimes the mouth is 
quiet but the eyes or lines on 
the forehead reveal a lack of 
peace within. The face is the 
index of the mind. Simply 
turn within, and you will 
find that a powerful silence 
will emerge as you begin to 
see yourself as a soul and 

those around you as souls, 
too.

Extract from ’Seeking Si-
lence’.
The late Anthony Strano was 
an author and Rajyoga teacher 
with the Brahma Kumaris.

silence the senses
words and actions

B.K. AtAm PrAKASh

Anthony StrAno

To have control over your words and actions, become peaceful, have self-respect, and remind 
others of their own self-respect.

Mercy for the self and others helps in self-improvement and 
inspires others towards the same.

ChiryA yvonne riSely 
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Boxing

i am hopeful of winning 
gold at the national games 
2022: Jasmine lamBoria
Supriya Saxena
NEW DELHI

She is just 21 years old and 
a girl of very few words. 
She believes in the saying 
‘Action speaks louder than 
Words’ and time and again 
has proved that she belongs 
to the squared circle. Win-
ner of CWG 2022 Bronze 
medal in (60kgs), she is a 
tough nut to crack and does 
not shy away from throwing 
a punch irrespective of who 
is facing. Coming from the 
state Bhiwani, a district in 
Haryana which is known for 
producing great boxers in-
cluding Vijendar Singh and 
Akhil Kumar is incidentally 
the first ever woman boxer to 
be inducted in Indian Army.
We got hold of her in an 

exclusive chat during the 
National Games in Gujarat. 
Here are the excerpts.
Q. You are now a Havildar in 
the Corps of Military Police. You 
are the first Indian female boxer 
to be inducted in the Army. 
What do you have to say to that?
A. I feel proud saying it time 
and again that “I am Havil-
dar Jasmine Lamboria, JAI 
HIND.”
It brings immense joy to me 

and my family as my Dada ji 
(grandfather) was a captain 
in the Indian Army (Capt. 
Chandrabhan Singh) So, it 
is like carrying the legacy 
forward and also fulfill-
ing my dream to serve my 
country. Even Neeraj Bhai-

ya (Neeraj Chopra, Indian 
athlete in javelin throw and 
National record holder). He 
fared so well in the Olym-
pics and also represented 
the Army. So, I promise to 
follow all the rules and reg-
ulations of the Indian Army 
and make everyone proud.
Q. You dominated Telangana’s 
Manasa Matterparthi in a 
unanimous 5-0 verdict. Tell us 
about it?
A. Yes it was a massive fight 
with her, a bit challenging 
too but in the third round 
I won via RSC. (Referee 
Stopped Contest)
Q. Your fight is still going on and 
we will be able to see the finals of 
the same on 12th October, what 
hopes do you have and what 
strategies do you have in mind?
A. I have high hopes from my 
remaining three fights. I am 
well prepared and ready to 
give a good knock out to the 

opponent in every fight. I am 
very positive about winning 
a gold medal here.
Q. So, how is Gujarat treating 
you and how do you find Guja-
ratis?
A. Gujarat is fantastic and 
very vibrant. The people 
here are very humble, ready 
to listen to you and help at 
any given point of time.
Q. How do you see these Na-
tional Games, as other sports 
personalities too have lauded the 
efforts made by the government.
A. National Games 2022 has 
been very well organised by 
the government. It is no less 
than any international sports 
extravaganza. The food, the 
transport, the hotels and the 
hospitality are just up to the 
mark. I will always cherish 
these moments and look 
forward to attending and 
performing at more events 
like these.

Jasmine Lamboria.

women’s asia Cup 

Nida Dar’s unbeaten 
innings of 56 pow-
ered Pakistan to a 

decent total of 137/6 against 
India at the Sylhet Interna-
tional Cricket Stadium on 
Friday in the ongoing Asia 
Cup clash.

Deepti Sharma bowled 
exceptionally and was the 
quick of the Indian bowlers 
as she bagged three wickets 
giving away just 27 runs. 
For Pakistan Nida Dar was 
the highest scorer while 
Bismah Maroof also con-
tributed with 32 runs in 35 
balls. Pakistan captain Bis-
mah Maroof won the toss 
and opted to bat first in the 
match. The team made two 
changes, leaving out Kainat 
Imtiaz and Diana Baig for 
left-arm spinner Sadia Iqbal 
and Aiman Anwer.

Pakistan started their 
innings cautiously with 

Muneeba Ali and Sidra 
Ameen looking to push the 
ball in the gaps and hitting 
the bad balls to the bound-
ary. The plan worked well 
for the batters until the 
fourth over but were jolted 
by three quick wickets in 
the next two overs to end the 
powerplay with 33/3.

The Indian bowlers kept 
things tight and did not give 
any freebies to the Pakistani 
batters creating the pressure 
which resulted in the three 

quick wickets.
Pooja Vastrakar dismissed 

Sidra Ameen in the fourth 
over to draw first blood as 
she got rid of the batter for 
just 11 runs.

Captain Harmanpreet 
Kaur persisted with Deepti 
Sharma in the powerplays 
and reaped the benefits of it 
as the bowler struck twice in 
the sixth over to push Paki-
stan on the back foot.

Deepti bowled smartly to 
dismiss Muneeba Ali as she 

got the ball to dip and turn 
to leave the batter stranded 
when she came down the 
wicket looking to be more 
aggressive. Richa Ghosh 
whipped the bails in a flash 
to send Ali back with the bat-
ter scoring just 17 runs.

Omaima Sohail was caught 
plumb in front of the wicket 
to be dismissed for a duck to 
give Deepti her second wick-
et in the same over.

Captain Bismah Maroof 
and Nida Dar then took 
charge of the innings and 
steadied the Pakistani in-
nings as the duo stitched 
together a 76-run partner-
ship off just 58 balls. Nida 
looked to take the attack to 
the Indian bowlers while 
Maroof played second fiddle, 
which worked well for the 
Pakistani team. Pakistan’s 
innings got some much-
needed impetus as the team 
ended with 61/3 at the end of 
ten overs.

After Dar got her eye in, the 
batter started hitting bound-
aries at will changing the 
momentum of the innings. 
She kept dancing down the 
wicket to take the Indian 
bowlers to the cleaners.

She struck the first six of 
the inning in the 12th over to 
Dayalan Hemalatha and hit 
Vastrakar for two boundar-
ies in the next over unleash-
ing a flurry of shots.

Renuka Singh came back 
to dismiss the Pakistani 
captain in the 16th over. The 
captain looked to be creative 
and attempted a lap shot but 
instead holed out to Rajesh-
wari Gayakwad, ending her 
innings for 32 runs. Nida Dar 
continued her onslaught to 
bring her well-deserved half-
century in the 17th over.

Vastrakar claimed her 
second wicket after she dis-
missed Ayesha Naseem with 
a short ball in the 18th over in 
a quest to up the ante.

TDG neTWOrK
SyLHEt   

nida Dar’s unbeaten innings of 56 powered pakistan to a decent 
total of 137/6 against india.

Nida Dar’s fifty guides Pakistan to 
137/6 against India

individual reCurve

arCher atanu das wins national games gold
TDG neTWOrK
AHmEDAbAD 

For over two months after 
his failure to win a medal at 
the Tokyo Olympics, Atanu 
Das went on vacation, talked 
to his wife Deepika Kumari 
about starting a family to 
ensure that there was more 
to life for them than just ar-
chery and only picked up 
the bow and arrow when he 

made his peace with his dis-
appointment.

Atanu then changed his 
approach to training and 
even travelled to different 
locations to get back into his 
groove. Late on Thursday 
evening, here at the Sans-
kardam Sports Complex 
near Ahmedabad, the West 
Bengal archer’s tribulations 
came to an end as he won the 

Men’s Individual Recurve 
gold, beating Gurcharan 
Besra of Services in the gold 
medal match of the 36th Na-
tional Games. Unsurprising-
ly, he whooped like a child 
and celebrated his triumph 
unabashedly.

“The upcoming year is very 
important for us. This gold is 
reassuring that my prepara-
tions are on the right track.archer atanu Das in action during the 36th national Games.

The largest convention 
hotel in Gurgaon
Over 40,000 sq ft pillarless event space | 451 spacious rooms
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Tokyo Olympics bronze med-
allist Lovlina Borgohain, 
Commonwealth Games 

bronze medallists Jaismine Lam-
boria and Mohammed Hussamud-
din registered convincing victories 
to advance to the next round of 
their respective weight categories 
as boxing competitions at the 36th 
National Games kicked off at the 
Mahatma Mandir.

Flanked by former world cham-
pionship medalist Shiva Thapa, 
Lovlina walked into the ring 
amidst cheers from the sizeable 
crowd, more so from the Assam 
contingent, and took firm control 
of the bout against Nishi Bharad-
waj in the 75kg category. The dif-
ference in class was pretty evident 
between the opponents from either 
corner, with Nishi’s short frame 
making it even more difficult for 
her to connect the punches and 
the judge had to stop the fight. Re-
turning from a nose injury, Lovlina 

warmed up for the tougher bouts 
ahead with a flurry of punches that 
connected right on the Bihar pugi-
list’s face, to eventually clinch the 
contest in style.

Earlier, in the women’s light-

weight 60kg category bout, Hary-
ana’s Jaismine dominated Telan-
gana’s Manasa Matterparthi in a 
unanimous 5-0 verdict.

Similarly, Telangana’s Hussa-
muddin, representing Services, 

made light work of Uttar Pradesh 
opponent Satish Kumar to record 
a 5-0 unanimous verdict. Later af-
ter the contest, Hussamuddin said, 
“There was little time to specially 
prepare for the National Games, 
as we had the trials for the Asian 
Championship on September 15 
and 16, which meant we had very 
little time after the Commonwealth 
Games.”

“It was a relatively easier open-
ing bout today, but we have two 
big names in Rohit Mor (Delhi) 
and Sachin Siwach (Haryana) in 
the same category. The competi-
tion level will heat up from here 
on,” he added.

Rohit, who was also in action in 
the Featherweight (57kg) category, 
came back from a sluggish start in 
the first round to register a split 
decision 4-1 victory over Maharas-
tra Rushikesh Goud. In the other 
contest of the category, Mizoram’s 
Lallawmawma and Himachal 
Pradesh’s Ashish Kumar also reg-
istered victories.

In men’s lightweight 60kg cat-

egory, Delhi boy Ritik opened his 
campaign with a stunning knock-
out win in the first round over local 
lad Ankit Mayaram Nishad, while 
Himachal’s Jitender Thakur also 
made it a sweet outing for himself 
with a 5-0 unanimous verdict. 
In men’s light heavyweight 80kg 
division, Madhya Pradesh’s Ab-
hinav Bhargav and Rajasthan’s 
Sumit Poonia advanced to the next 
round in contrasting styles. While 
Bhargav recorded a split decision 
3-2 win, Poonia registered a stun-
ning 5-0 win over Mizoram’s C 
Lalduhawma.

In the men’s heavyweight 92kg 
category, Haryana’s Naveen Ku-
mar recorded a split decision 4-1 
victory in the opening round. 
Former national champion Nar-
ender representing the Services 
walked away with a 5-0 victory 
over Uttar Pradesh’s Vishal Yadav 
in a one-sided affair of the super 
heavyweight +92kg category. In 
the same division, Uttarakhand’s 
Sagar Singh also made it to the next 
round. 

NatioNal Games

Boxers lovliNa, JaismiNe, 
HussamuddiN off to wiNNiNG starts
TDG NETWORK
GandhinaGar

Lovlina Borgohain after winning her bout in National Games.

B Sai Praneeth (2nd from left) after winning gold.

B Sai Praneeth finally came out from his form slump 
and managed to clinch the men’s singles title at the Na-
tional Games 2022 while ace shuttler Akarshi Kashyap 
continued her rich vein of form to win the women’s 
singles title on Thursday.

At the Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay (PDDU) Indoor 
Stadium, B Sai Praneeth of Telangana defeated Mithun 
Manjunath of Karnataka 21-11, 12-21, 21-16 in 63 minutes, 
and Aakarshi Kashyap of Chattisgarh defeated Malvika 
Bansod of Maharashtra 21-8, 22-20 in 45 minutes. The 
Karnataka team of Ashwini Ponnappa and K Sai Pra-
teek won the mixed doubles badminton competition. 
N Sikki Reddy and Gayatri Gopichand, the daughter 
of Indian badminton icon Pullela Gopichand, were 
pre-tournament favourites, and Telangana won the 
women’s doubles championship.

In a 67-62 victory over Tamil Nadu at women’s basket-
ball in Bhavnagar, Telangana also took home the gold. 
Tamil Nadu defeated Punjab 97-89 in men’s basketball 
after leading 46-42 at halftime.

Atanu Das of West Bengal, an Olympian, defeated 
Gurcharan Besra of Services to win the men’s individual 
recurve gold medal later in the day. Das produced two 
straight tens, and a nine on the third helped him win 
the match.

In recurve archery, Haryana won the remaining gold 
medals in the men’s team, women’s team, women’s in-
dividual, and mixed doubles competitions.

Sangeeta of Haryana won the individual final against 
Anishka Kumari Singh of Jharkhand to earn her state’s 
first gold medal in the recurve events.

The final gold medal was won by the mixed doubles 
team of Akash and Bhajan Kaur, who defeated Gaurav 
Lambe and Charuta Kamalapur of Maharashtra in the 
shootout.

Surajit Rajbansi’s diving victory on the 1M Spring-
board in Rajkot helped Services increase their medal 
total to 92.

Services, the reigning champions who have own 41 
golds, maintained a comfortable lead over second-
placed Haryana (29 golds) and third-placed Maharash-
tra (24 golds).

Advait Page of Madhya Pradesh won the 800m free-
style event in swimming, and Sajan Prakash of Kerala 
won the 50m butterfly to give Kerala a clean sweep of 
the butterfly medals at the National Games.

Olympians Srihari Nataraj and Maana Patel won the 
men’s and women’s 100m backstroke events, respec-
tively, to earn their second individual gold medals at the 
National Games.

Indian captain Harmanpreet 
Kaur rued the chances given 
to batters to test the bench 
strength as the reason for the 
loss against Pakistan in the 
Asia Cup clash on Friday at 
Sylhet International Cricket 
Stadium.

After the match, Kaur said 
that the team was looking to 
give other batters a chance 
to spend time in the middle 
which unfortunately back-
fired for them and cost the 
game today. She also said 
that the total set by the Paki-
stani team was chaseable. “I 
think in the middle, we were 
trying to give other batters a 
chance. That cost us today. It 
was a chaseable target,” said 
Kaur.

The talismanic batter also 
sighted the inability of bat-
ters to rotate the strike in the 

middle overs as a reason for 
the loss.

“In the middle overs, we 
were not able to rotate the 
strike,” explained the right-
hander.

The captain stressed the 
fact that it is important for 
the newcomers to get enough 
match time before the World 
Cup begins.

“For me, it is important that 

whoever is new to the side, 
get enough games before the 
WC. It was a great opportu-
nity for others,” said the In-
dian Captain.

She also said that the In-
dian team does not take 
any team lightly and the 
Pakistani team played good 
cricket to win the match. 
She also stressed working 
on areas that the team needs 
to improve on to be strong 
opponents.

“We don’t take any team 
lightly. It is part of the game. 
They played good cricket 
and deserved to win. We 
need to work on areas and 
be strong,” claimed Kaur.

A brilliant all-round dis-
play from Nida Dar helped 
Pakistan triumph by 13 runs 
in a nail-biting encounter 
against arch-rivals India 
at the Sylhet International 
Cricket Stadium on Friday 
in the Asia Cup encounter.

NatioNal Games 2022

B sai PraNeetH, 
aakarsHi kasHyaP 
wiN BadmiNtoN 
siNGles title

GiviNG otHer Batters a cHaNce 
cost us today: HarmaNPreet 
kaur after loss to PakistaN

TDG NETWORK
Surat

TDG NETWORK
Sylhet

Nail-BitiNG eNcouNter

Argentine superstar Lionel 
Messi made a big announce-
ment saying that the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 in Qatar 
will “surely” be his last.

“It’s my last World Cup, 
surely,” said Lionel Messi. 
The 35-year-old will be play-
ing in his fifth World Cup. 
Messi is yet to win a World 
Cup for Argentina. The 
closest he came to winning 
World Cup for his side was 
in 2014 when Argentina 
reached the final losing to 
Germany by a solitary goal. 
The Argentina star admit-
ted he feels nervous ahead 
of his last appearance on 
world football’s biggest 
stage.

“I’m counting down the 
days to the World Cup. 
There is anxiety and nerves 
at the same time. Wanting 
it to be now, what is going 
to happen, and ultimately, 
how is it going to go?” Mes-
si said while speaking to 

ESPN.
Two-time World Cup 

champions Argentina are 
placed in Group C and 
will play their first match 
against Saudi Arabia. The 
last time Argentina won a 
World Cup was way back in 
1986 and before that in 1978.

“In a World Cup, anything 
can happen. All the matches 
are very tough. The favou-
rites don’t always end up 
winning. I don’t know if 
we’re the favourites, but 
Argentina is always a can-
didate because of its history. 
Now even more so because 

of the moment, we’re in, but 
we are not the favourites. I 
think there are other teams 
that are above us,” said 
Messi. Messi made his inter-
national debut in 2005 and 
has gone on to make a total 
of 164 appearances for his 
country, scoring 90 goals. 

BiG aNNouNcemeNt
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messi says Qatar world cuP will 
“surely” Be His last

South Africa skipper Temba 
Bavuma was delighted and 
relieved after Proteas man-
aged to overpower Sanju 
Samson’s powerful hitting 
in the final overs to claim a 
9-run victory over India in 
a rain-curtailed first ODI in 
Lucknow on Thursday.

India batter Samson on 
Thursday played one of the 
most brilliant innings of his 
international career as he 
scored an unbeaten 86, but 
failed to take Shikhar Dha-
wan-led Team India over 
the line against South Africa 
in the first ODI of the three-
match series at Ekana Crick-
et Stadium in Lucknow. The 
right-handed batter kept 
the host’s hopes alive in the 
game till the last over, when 
India needed 30 runs, but as 
soon as he missed the fourth 
delivery, the game was over 
for Men in Blue. Samson 
returned with an unbeaten 
score of 86 with the help of 

9 fours and 3 sixes. Heinrich 
Klaasen scored an unbeaten 
74 off 65 balls hitting six 
fours and two sixes to guide 
South Africa to victory.

“A good fight at the end, 
obviously Sanju pushed us 
at the end, but the boys stood 
firm and took us to the win. 
There wasn’t much grass on 
the surface, we lost a couple 
of wickets in the middle 
overs, myself and Aiden 
(Markram), but the boys 
knuckled down,” South Af-

rica skipper Temba Bavuma 
said in the post-match pre-
sentation.

“Miller and Klaasen played 
positively, stung together a 
partnership and took us to a 
good score. Bowling upfront 
was good, in the first 15 overs 
by KG and Parnell. I thought 
we lost our way in the mid-
dle overs, gave away far too 
many runs, but in the end, 
the result did go our way 
and I’m happy with that,” 
Bavuma added.
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Sanju pushed us at the end, but 
we stood firm: Temba Bavuma 
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terrific form

Harmanpreet wins FIH Player of the 
Year for second consecutive year

Indian hockey team star 
Harmanpreet Singh was 
awarded the men’s Interna-
tional Hockey Federation 
(FIH) Player of the Year 
2021-22, making him just 
the fourth player to receive 
the honour in consecutive 
years for the men’s division 
on Friday.

Harmanpreet became 
just the fourth player to 
win the Player of the Year 
award (men’s category) 
in consecutive years join-
ing an exclusive club that 
includes Teun De Nooijer 
(Netherlands), Jamie Dw-
yer (Australia) and Arthur 
van Doren (Belgium). 

The stats that primarily 
jump out for Harmanpreet 
are the number of goals he 
scores. His goal-scoring 
ability has gone up a level 
this past year as multiple 
teams have found his pen-
alty corner drag flicks im-
possible to deal with. His 
scoring record includes an 

incredible 18 goals from 16 
games, with two 
hat-tricks, in the 
FIH Hockey Pro 
League 2021-22. 
With those 
18 goals, 
he 

e n d e d  t h e 
season as the 
top scorer for In-

dia and now holds the 
record for the most goals 
scored by a player in a 
single season of the Pro 
League.

Harmanpreet was also 
in terrific form at the 

Hero Asian Champions 
Trophy Dhaka 2021, 
where he scored 8 
goals in 6 games, 
scoring in every 

single game as 
India finished on the po-
dium. His performances 

were also crucial to the In-
dian team as it won the sil-
ver medal at the Birming-
ham 2022 Commonwealth 
Games.

Harmanpreet tallied 29.4 
points to fend off the Neth-
erlands’ Thierry Brink-
mann (23.6 points) and 
Belgium’s Tom Boon (23.4 
points) to this year’s award.

Dutch player Felice Al-
bers, meanwhile, was voted 
the winner in the women’s 
category.

At the age of 22, Felice 
Albers’ trophy cabinet is 
already filled to the brim. 
A serial winner, Albers 
has been a part of the 
Dutch team in their gold 
medal-winning campaigns 
in the FIH Hockey Pro 
League (2019 & 2020-21), 
Euro Hockey Champion-
ship 2021, Olympic Games 
Tokyo 2020 and the FIH 
Hockey Women’s World 
Cup 2022. 

Now she gets to add an-
other trophy to her cabinet: 
the FIH Player of the Year 
Award!

Argentine superstar Lionel Messi.

Harmanpreet Kaur 

Harmanpreet Singh

Team South Africa.


