
Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) Minister Ra-
jendra Pal Gautam, 

who was seen taking an oath 
denouncing several Hindu 
gods at an event, resigned 
from the council of ministers 
on Sunday.

Gautam, Social Welfare 
Minister in Arvind Kejriwal 
ministry, converted to Bud-

dhism in a religious con-
version event in which he 
allegedly denounced Hindu 
deities. Taking to Twitter, 
Gautam announced his res-
ignation and said, “Today I 
have been freed from many 
shackles, and been born 
again. Now I will continue to 
fight for rights and atrocities 
on the society more firmly 
without any restrictions.” 

He tendered his resigna-
tion in a letter typed on his 

letterhead. However, the 
letter was not addressed to 
anyone in particular. The 
minister’s resignation came 
after severe criticism from 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), which accused the rul-
ing government in the state 
of hurting religious senti-
ments and demanded that 
the party remove the legisla-
tor from his position.

Gautam in his letter wrote 
that the BJP has been target-

ing several sections of the so-
ciety for political gains, and 
he cannot be a mute specta-
tor to that. However, he does 
not want his actions to cause 
any inconvenience to party 
leader and Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal. 

“I am Rajendra Pal Gau-
tam, a true patriot and fol-
lower of Ambedkar. For the 
last few years, I am constant-
ly seeing that the honour of 
the sisters and daughters of 

my society is being looted 
and they are killed. At some 
places there are killings for 
honour, at other places on 
entering the temple and 
touching the idol. They are 
being beaten to death with 
humiliation. Even children 
are being brutally murdered 
for touching a pot of water. 
My heart is pierced every 
day by incidents of such caste 
discrimination,” he wrote in 

Viral Video fallout: delhi 
Minister resigns for 
denouncing hindu gods

For seven sisters 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah addresses a meeting 
with the CMs and DGs Police of northeastern states on 

Drugs Disposal Day, in Guwahati on Saturday. ANi
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The minister while resigning says he does not want to create any 
inconvenience to his leader Arvind Kejriwal. 

A video clip of AAP Gujarat chief Gopal Italia abusing 
Prime Minister Modi has gone viral. 

In this video, Gopal Italia said, “Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is a ‘neech’ person. 

I can’t confirm but I want to ask you, is there any former 
Prime Minister of the country who has done so many gim-
micks while going to cast vote? This ‘neech’ type of person 
is doing road shows here. 
And he is showing how I am making this country C. You 

better understand the meaning of C. He talks about digital 
India and rushes to Gujarat from Delhi to cast vote. This is 
how he is making country C. So, this ‘neech’ type of person 
is giving a message to the country about how he is making 
this country C.”

The date of the video is not confirmed, but it is apparently 
from 2019 during the run-up to the general elections.

BJP leader Amit Malaviya shared the clip on Twitter 
wherein Italia can be heard referring PM Modi as ‘Neech’ 
(lowly). “Gopal Italia, Kejriwal’s right hand man and AAP 
Gujarat’s President, stoops to Kejriwal’s level, calls Prime 
Minister Modi “neech”, Malaviya wrote.
“Using such profanities and abusing Gujarat’s pride and 
son of the soil is an insult to every Gujarati, who has vot-
ed for him and the BJP for 27 

Congress presidential polls 
on Sunday heat up with the 
main contenders Mallikar-
jun Kharge and Shashi Thar-
oor intensified the campaign. 
Mallikarjun Kharge, a Gan-
dhi family nominee, said 
tthat he is fighting the Con-
gress Presidential polls be-
cause the condition of the 
country is bad while Tha-
roor said he could act as a 
catalyst of change for the 
grand old party. 

Veteran Congress MP 
Kharge said, “I want to 
fight because the condition 
in the country is bad. Modi 
and Shah are doing politics 
where there is no place for 

democracy. Agencies like 
CBI and ED are weakening. 
To fight them I need to have 
power. That is why, on the 
recommendation of delega-
tions, I am fighting the polls,” 
Kharge said while address-
ing a press conference. 

The Congress leader also 
requested the support of 
all the delegates in the Con-
gress Presidential polls. “I 
have come here ahead of the 
Congress elections. I want to 
request all the Congress del-
egates for their help and sup-
port. I decided to fight the 
elections after their support 
and so far I have been get-
ting a tremendous response. 
I will be meeting and inter-
acting with all the delegates,” 

The two-day ‘Invest Rajast-
han Summit’ augured well 
for both the Congress and the 
state government. On the one 

hand, the summit paved the 
way for the investment worth 
Rs 11 lakh crore which will 
also generate employment 
for 10 lakh youths in the state, 
while on the other it benefited 
Ashok Gehlot politically.  Af-

ter the success of the summit, 
the high command seems to 
be reposed faith in Ashok 
Gehlot and put an end to 
the recent political turmoil 
in the state. The summit also 
helped Congress counter the 

allegations that the grand old 
party is against industrialists. 
Former Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi during his 
Bharat Jodo Yatra lauded 
Gehlot’s work, and with 

As the trailer of late Kan-
nada star Puneeth Rajku-
mar’s upcoming docudrama 

‘Gandhada Gudi’ released on 
Sunday, Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi shared words 
of praise for the project and 
called the actor “brilliance 
personified.” 

This upcoming docu-
drama is a tribute to Karna-
taka’s natural beauty and 
environmental conservation. 

The PM took to Twitter and 
remarked that the late star 
lives in the hearts of millions 
globally. Quoting a tweet by 
Puneeth’s wife, Ashwini 
Puneeth Rajkumar, Modi 
tweeted, “Appu lives in the 
hearts of millions around 

the world. He was brilliance 
personified, full of energy 
and blessed with unparal-
leled talent. Gandhada Gudi 
is a tribute to Mother Na-
ture, Karnataka’s natural 
beauty and environmental 

‘MulayaM 
critical, on 
life-saVing 
drugs’
GuruGram: Former 
uttar Pradesh Chief 
minister and Sama-
jwadi Party (SP) leader 
mulayam Singh Yadav is 
quite critical today and is 
on life-saving drugs, in-
formed Gurugram hospi-
tal on Sunday. Dr Sanjeev 
Gupta, medical Director 
at medanta Hospital in 
Gurugram said that the 
founder of the Samajwadi 
Party is being treated in 
the intensive care unit 
(ICu) of the hospital by 
a comprehensive team 
of specialists. “mulayam 
Singh Yadav is quite criti-
cal today and is on life-
saving drugs. He is being 
treated in the ICu of the 
hospital by a comprehen-
sive team of specialists,” 
said Dr Gupta. Yadav has 
been under treatment 
since august 22 for his 
regular medical check-
ups and examinations. 
Last week suddenly his 
health deteriorated after 
which he was shifted to 
ICu at medanta Hospital. 
The former Chief minister 
of uttar Pradesh is 82 
years old.  

arMy rescue 6 
ciVilians froM 
Burning Van in 
assaM
DHemajI: Troops of the 
red Shield Division of 
the Indian army rescued 
five passengers and the 
driver of a passenger car-
rier which caught fire on 
NH 515 near rayang area 
in Dhemaji district of as-
sam on Saturday. accord-
ing to the Indian army, 
the passengers under 
shock and trauma were 
moved to a safe location 
and traffic congestion 
building up near the site 
was restored to normalcy. 

top of the day

India will host diplomats 
of the United Nations Secu-
rity Council along with other 
member states for a key meet-
ing of Counter-Terrorism 
Committee in Mumbai and 

New Delhi on October 28-29. 
India is currently the Chair 

of the UN Security Council 
Counter-Terrorism Commit-
tee for the year 2022. During 
a press conference on Sat-
urday in New York, India’s 
Permanent Representative 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday declared 
Modhera,  a village in 
Mehsana district of Guja-
rat, as India’s first solar-
powered village. 

While addressing the 
gathering after laying the 

foundation stone and dedi-
cating development works 
at Modhera, the Prime 
Minister said, “Modhera, 
which is associated with 
the Sun Temple will also be 
known for its strides in so-
lar energy. It’s a big day for 
Modhera as it takes a giant 
leap towards harnessing 

Six children drowned in a village pond in Gurugram on 
Sunday which was filled after incessant rains. 

District Magistrate Nishant Yadav said that the bodies of 
all six children have been recovered from the pond. “The 
bodies of all the six children have been recovered. Al the 
children were aged between 8-13 years. We are making an-
nouncements in the local area to inform us if any other child 
is missing. If needed, we will comb the pond again or drain 
it,” the DM said. 

Earlier today, Deepak Saharan, the Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (DCP) West, informed ANI that the pond got filled 
with water after the incessant rains. 
“A pond in the village got filled with water during the inces-
sant rains. We have found the clothes of six children here. 
The body of one has been recovered and sent to the hospital. 
Teams are still looking for others in the water,” the DCP said. 

Rain related more reports on P 3

A day after the Election 
Commission froze the ‘Bow 
and Arrow’ symbol of Shiv 
Sena barring both the rival 
factions in the party from us-
ing it in the upcoming And-
heri East Assembly bypolls, 
the party president and 

former Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Uddhav Thackeray 
lambasted the rival Shinde 
camp saying the “40-head-
ed Ravana froze the bow of 
Lord Sri Ram”. 

In Facebook live, Thacker-
ay said, “I did not expect this 
decision from the Election 
Commission. I believe in the 
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India to convene meeting of UNSC 
members on counter-terrorism 

solar power.” He said 
that Modhera has become 
an example for the entire 
nation for amalgamating 

new technology with our glorious 
heritage. 
“For the 21st century Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat, we need to ensure that re-
newable energy powers our energy 
needs. The transformation that is be-
ing witnessed in Modhera, is present 
and seen in the entire state of Gujarat. 
By leveraging the abundant natural 
resources and by propelling renew-
able energy initiatives, we should aim 
to become an energy provider to the 
world,” he said. 

The Prime minister said that now 
the people of Modhera need not to pay 
for electricity but they can start sell-
ing it and earn from it. 
“I can see the road ahead. People will 

install solar panels in their homes and 
farmers will generate electricity from 
their farms. Till now government 
used to generate electricity, and peo-
ple used to buy it; but, now farmers 
will install solar panels in their hous-
es, and will generate electricity on 
their own,” said the PM in Modhera. 
He said that earlier due to the absence 
of electricity, there used to be many 
hindrances and problems in educa-
tion and household work but now 
solar energy will empower the new 
India to achieve its streamlined target. 
“Today, a new energy of develop-
ment has been infused for Modhera, 
Mehsana and the whole of North Gu-
jarat. From electricity, water to road 
and rail. Many projects related to 
dairy, skill development and health-
care have been inaugurated and foun-
dation stones have been laid today,” 

said PM Modi. 
According to the Gujarat govern-

ment, which shared information in a 
series of tweets, over 1000 solar pan-
els have been installed on the village 
houses, generating electricity round 
the clock for the villagers. Signifi-
cantly they will be provided with solar 
electricity at zero cost. 

A protected archaeological site, 
Modhera’s Sun Temple will get a 3-D 
projection facility on October 9. The 
solar-powered 3-D projection will be 
dedicated by PM Modi and will edu-
cate visitors about the history of Mod-
hera, the Gujarat government had said. 
As part of the project, heritage light-
ing has been installed on the temple 
premises. Witnessing the lighting, 
people can visit the temple from 6 pm 
to 10 pm. The 3-D projection will op-
erate every evening.

PM Modi deClAres ModHerA As indiA’s 
firsT solAr-Powered villAge

to the UN 
Ruchira Kamboj 
said that UN CTC 
members will pay 

homage to the victims of hor-
rific 26/11 terror attacks in 
Mumbai. 

She also said that the spe-
cial meeting of the UNSC 
CTC on “Countering the 
Use of New and Emerging 
Technologies for Terrorist 
Purposes” will be held on 
October 28 and in New Delhi 
on 29 October. 
“Terror constitutes the most 
serious threat to the interna-
tional community,” she said 
and added, “members of the 
UN Counter-terror commit-
tee will pay homage to vic-
tims of 26/11 terror attacks 

in Mumbai.” 
India is set to host a UN 

Counter-Terrorism Com-
mittee meeting in Mumbai 
and Delhi which will focus 
on the rapid developments 
of 3 significant technolo-
gies used by terrorists-the 
Internet and social media, 
terrorism financing, and 
unmanned aerial systems 
(UAS), she said. 

It will provide opportu-
nities to discuss existing 
and evolving threats, the 
deployment of new and 
emerging technology to 
counter those threats, con-
tinuing challenges and good 
practices, as well as a range 
of related human rights 
and gender considerations. 

With the prevalence of tech-
nology and the rapid rise in 
digitization, the use of new 
and emerging technologies to 
counter-terrorism is a topic 
of growing interest among 
the Member States, poli-
cymakers and researchers, 
particularly in the context of 
the increasing role played by 
technology in terrorism and 
counter-terrorism. 

This is addressed by the Se-
curity Council in a number 
of counter-terrorism-related 
resolutions, most recently 
resolution 2617 (2021), which 
explicitly cited “emerging 
technologies”. 

Mindful of the increasing 
threat posed by the misuse 
of new and emerging tech-

nologies, the United Nations 
Security Council Counter-
Terrorism Committee has 
decided to hold a Special 
Meeting on this theme, with 
the support of its Executive 
Directorate (CTED). 

The Special Meeting to be 
hosted by India will be con-
ducted in the six official lan-
guages of the United Nations 
and be open to the wider 
United Nations membership 
and other relevant stakehold-
ers, to include United Nations 
organizations, international 
and regional organizations, 
civil society organizations, 
private-sector entities, and 
members of Committee’s Ex-
ecutive Directorate (CTED) 
Global Research Network. 

a letter. 
“In my personal ca-

pacity, I attended the Bud-
dhist Dhamma initiation 
ceremony organized by Mis-

sion Jai Bhim and Buddhist Society of 
India on 5 October 2022 at Ambedkar 
Bhawan, Rani Jhansi Road on the oc-
casion of Ashoka Vijayadashami, be-
ing a member of the society. It had no 
connection with with the Aam Aadmi 
Party and I being a council of minister,” 
he said. 

The AAP leader said that the 22 vows 
of Babasaheb were repeated by Ba-
basaheb’s great-grandson Raj Ratna 

Ambedkar, which he repeated along 
with more than 10,000 people. 

“After that I see that BJP is targeting 
our leader Arvind Kejriwal and Aam 
Aadmi Party. It is sad for me. Arvind 
Kejriwal ji has given me a lot of respect 
and cooperation, for which I will al-
ways be grateful to him. I sincerely 
appreciate the steps taken by the party 
for education, health, electricity, water, 
employment, women and child safety 
and social welfare to strengthen India. 
Babasaheb Ambedkar’s dreams will 
come true only by following this path,” 
he added. 

“As a true soldier of the party, I will 

live my live by the constitutional values 
shown by Buddha and Saheb. I will 
fight the fight for the rights of my sis-
ters and daughters and the people of the 
society with great gusto. Some people 
of Manuwadi mindset are threatening 
to harm my life and property on social 
media and phone and I am not afraid. 
I will fight the fight for the rights and 
rights of my society with great strength 
and strength. If I have to give myself in 
this fight for the rights of the society, but 
I will not let this fight stop,” he added. 

He further said that he attended the 
Buddhist Dhamma initiation ceremony 
but it has nothing to with the AAP.  

t h at  t h e 
 political 

uncertainty and 
confusion most 
likely came to an 

end.
Rahul said that he is not 

against Adani, but his opposi-
tion is to any kind of monopo-
ly. The Rajasthan government 
took every step as per the 
rules. Rahul signalled that the 
party has now moved on, and 
whatever happened in the 
state some time back should 
be ignored now. The rela-
tions between the high com-
mand and Gehlot are normal 
like before. After the summit, 

Gehlot looked confident. The 
CM said that the state would 
welcome all industrialists as 
it requires employment and 
investments be it Gauram 
Adani, Mukesh Ambani or 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah’s son Jay Shah. He also 
extended a warm welcome to 
industrialists such as Adani 
Group Chairman, Gautam 
Adani, Vedanta Group Chair-
man Anil Agarwal, Torrent 
Group Chairman Sudhir 
Mehta, DCM Chairman Ajay 
S Shriram, Anish Shah of 
Mahindra & Mahindra, Birla 
Group’s CK Birla, etc.

Gehlot also remained pres-

ent on the dais when Adani 
and Mehta made several 
announcements to promote 
sports and health in Rajast-
han. Rajasthan Cricket As-
sociation President Vaibhav 
Gehlot expressed gratitude 
to Adani and Mehta for the 
announcements to promote 
sports in the state. Gehlot 
succeeded in sending out a 
message that Rajasthan is on 
the fast track of growth. All 
the industrialists appreci-
ated the chief minister’s ef-
forts as well. This summit is 
being seen as the beginning 
of a big change in the policy 
of the party. The message 

from Rahul is that the party 
will not oppose anyone just 
for the sake of it. If there 
will be any complaint or any 
wrong done by anyone, then 
the party will raise its voice.  

There is no denying that 
the pandemic affected the 
development of the state 
badly. So, this kind of sum-
mit was much-needed. The 
summit happened when a 
faction led by Sachin Pilot 
was trying to create pres-
sure for a change of guard. 
But after this grand show of 
investment summit, the op-
ponents may have realised 
Gehlot’s “magic”.    

years”, he 
added to 

the caption.
Following this, 

s o c i a l  m e d i a 
erupted into protests as 
most of the netizens strong-
ly condemn such com-
ments against the prime 
minister of the country. 
One netizen commented, 

“Now AAP Gujarat Presi-

dent is calling PM @nar-
endramodi-Neech! What 
kind of language is this?”
Another netizen said, 

“Biggest self-goal by AAP 
in upcoming elections in 
Gujarat. They have already 
accepted their defeat hence 
now all these to cut into 
Congress votes especially 
Muslim votes.”
“They have stooped very 

low that they are openly 
abusing BJP party and 
their leaders, ministers as 
well shamelessly,” another 
tweeted. 

This is not the first time 
that the Prime Minister has 
to face such abusive lan-
guage. In 2017, Congress 
leader Mani Shankar Ai-
yar also called PM Modi as 

‘neech.’
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judiciary. We will get jus-
tice. The 40-headed Ravana froze 
the bow of Lord Sri Ram. I am sad 
but angry because you stabbed 

your mother in the chest. Do not use Balasa-
heb’s name if you have guts.” 
“Who is Uddhav Thackeray? People know 
me because my name is Uddhav Balasaheb 
Thackeray,” said the Shiv Sena chief. He 
said Shiv Sena was formed in the interests 
of Maharashtra for the welfare of the Marathi 
people.  

Thackeray said BJP is using the Shinde 
group in its own interest and will throw them 
away when its interest is fulfilled. “More than 
these people (Shinde group), the power be-
hind them must have been happier. What did 
you get by breaking the unity of Shiv Sena? 

What is your relation with the name Shiv 
Sena? The Shinde faction also does not un-
derstand how BJP is using them. When your 
use is over, you will also be thrown away like 
an empty bottle of liquor.” he said.  

Talking about the new symbol, Uddhav 
said, “After the Election Commission or-
dered yesterday, we gave three symbols 

-Trishul, Rising Sun and Mashaal. We have 
also given three names Shiv Sena Balasaheb 
Thackeray, Shivsena Balasaheb Prabodhan-
kar Thackeray, Shiv Sena Uddhav Balasaheb 
Thackeray,” he added. 

The Uddhav Thackeray camp of Shiv Sena 
submitted a list of three names and symbols 
for the upcoming Andheri East Assembly 
constituency bypolls to the Election Com-
mission. 

Kharge further said.
Emphasizing the need to win 

the trust of the voters again, 
Congress presidential candidate 

Shashi Tharoor on Sunday said to revive the 
party’s presence in the country, he could act 
as a catalyst of change for the grand old party. 

He further offered a piece of advice to BJP 
saying the ruling party should start prepar-
ing to be a part of the opposition ahead of the 
2024 General Elections. Speaking to media 
persons in Mumbai, the Congress MP said, 

“Our party needs change and I feel I am the 
one who will be the catalyst of change.” 
“Congress has run the country nicely, we 
have experienced people (in party)... we 
need to show our strength to re-win voters. 
Party needs to be attractive for it, needs to be 
confident so voters may give us their trust,” 
said Tharoor. 

Suggesting BJP to start preparation for be-

ing a part of the Opposition, Congress presi-
dential candidate said, “BJP should start 
preparing of being a part of the opposition 
as they will have to sit there after the 2024 
elections.” 

He further said he wants to make Congress 
strong for the 2024 Lok Sabha elections. 

“My aim is to make the Congress party strong 
for 2024 as our citizens are unhappy with 
the Modi government. People want the Op-
position to be strong, as inflation is high as 
well as unemployment and hate speech too. 
In 2014 and 2019 we got only 19 per cent of 
votes, I want people to come to us who didn’t 
vote for us. I want people to look into us,” he 
said.

With the Gandhis not running for the top 
post, the grand old party is all set to get a 
non-Gandhi president after over 25 years. 
The results of the party polls will be declared 
on October 19. 

 conservation. My 
best wishes for 
this endeavour.” 

In the original 
tweet, Ashwini Puneeth, 
wrote, “Namaste [Prime 
Minister] Narendra Modi, 
Today is an emotional day 
for us as we are releasing the 
trailer of Gandhada Gudi, a 
project close to Appu’s heart. 

Appu always cherished the 
interactions with you and 
would have loved to share 
with you in person.”

Directed by Amoghavar-
sha, the project’s teaser had 
been unveiled last year in 
December. The docudrama, 
presented by PRK Produc-
tions and Mudskipper, fea-
tures Puneeth Rajkumar 
and Amoghavarsha explor-

ing the wildlife, nature and 
its majestic beauty. It will hit 
the theatres on October 28, 
a day before Puneeth’s first 
death anniversary. 

Puneeth Rajkumar passed 
away last year on October 29, 
following a cardiac arrest at 
the age of 46. Colloquially 
known as Appu, he was an 
actor, playback singer, televi-
sion presenter and producer. 

The Centre has made ef-
forts in the last 8 years to 
bring peace and enhance 
connectivity in North East, 
said Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah on Sunday 
while presiding over the 
70th Plenary Meeting of 

the North Eastern Council 
in Guwahati. 

He said, “The Govern-
ment of India under the 
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has 
made many efforts in the 
last 8 years to bring peace 
to the North East, for en-
hancing connectivity and 
giving priority to the de-

velopment of the region.” 
Shah also said that finan-
cial discipline by the north-
eastern states is necessary 
to make India the second 
largest economy in the 
world. 

Th e  Ho m e  Mi n i st e r 
pointed out three major 
roadblocks to the develop-
ment of Noth East.

on the radar
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KHArge ClAiMs 
no reMoTe 
ConTrol
Senior Congress leader 
and party’s presidential 
candidate Mallikarjun 
Kharge rubbished all 
talks that said he would 
act as a remote control 
and proxy of the party’s 
incumbent president 
Sonia Gandhi after being 
elected to the top post. 
he asserted that all 
Congress presidents are 
selected through con-
sensus, unlike the BJP. 
Meanwhile, Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi 
claimed that whoever 
gets elected as the presi-
dent will be entitled to 
have a free hand in taking 
decisions and managing 
the organisation. the 
Congress presidential 
election is scheduled 
for 17 October and the 
results will be out on 19th 
October.  Rahul and other 
Bharat Jodo Yatris will 
vote from a polling booth 
that will be set up at the 
campsite at Ballari in 
Karnataka.

KisHor’s 
PoliTiCAl yATrA 
Poll strategist Prashant 
Kishor, who is walking a 
distance of 3500 km as 
part of Jan Suraj cam-
paign in Bihar, attacked 
RJD Chief Lalu Prasad 
Yadav and the deputy 
chief minister tejashwi 
Yadav. “Laluji’s son has 
studied till Class 9 and 
he is aspiring to become 
CM. and if your son has 
studied up to Class 9, he 
will not even get a job as 
a peon,” he said at one 
of his meetings in west 
Champaran.  Kishor 
didn’t spared CM Nitish 
Kumar either. he said 
that Nitish is living in his 
own world, devoid of any 
real connection. Nitish hit 
back, saying that people 
like Kishor do not stick 
to any place. “Kishor has 
now been the part of BJP 
and is acting as per their 
instructions. it is good if 
he is helping them (BJP) 
and by this way, he suc-
cessfully secures a place 
at the Centre. he is work-
ing for the BJP, which 
is why he is speaking 
against us,” he added.

PAwAr’s love 
for urdu 
after RSS Chief Mohan 
Bhagwat held dialogue 
with Muslim commu-
nity at Nagpur’s Vijaya-
dashami program, NCP 
Chief Sharad Pawar 
reached out to the com-
munity.  he asserted 
that members of the 
Muslim community have 
a bitter feeling as they 
are not getting their due 
share irrespective of 
being a large part of the 
country’s population. 
Several intellectuals from 
the community across 
Vidarbha attended the 
meeting.   they discussed 
their problems with 
Pawar.  addressing an 
event titled “issues before 
indian Muslims”, or-
ganised by the Vidarbha 
Muslim intellectuals 
Forum, Pawar lobbied 
for urdu but also focused 
on the importance of the 
main language of differ-
ent states.
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INDIA-B'DESH 
BORDER: 
BSF SEIZES 
CONTAINERS WITH 
MOBILE PHONES 
MALDA: The Border 
Security Force’s (BSF) 70 
Battalion troops under 
South Bengal Frontier, 
deputed at Border out 
Post Lodhia, seized 317 
mobile phones floating 
in the Pagla River worth 
Rs 38 lakh on Saturday 
evening on the Interna-
tional Border (IB). Accord-
ing to BSF, the seizure 
was based on the basis 
of accurate informa-
tion received from BSF 
intelligence sources. "On 
October 8 2022, at 1730 
hrs, the troops of the 
Border out Post Lodhia, 
70 Battalion under South 
Bengal Frontier, seized 
317 mobile phones while 
floating in the Pagla 
River," the BSF said in a 
statement. "The troops of 
Border out Post Lodhia 
noticed that some plastic 
containers tied to banana 
stems in the Pagla river 
are floating along the 
river towards Bangla-
desh. Vigilant jawans 
immediately took out the 
above containers from 
the river and when they 
opened them, 317 pieces 
of mobile phones of dif-
ferent companies were 
recovered from them. 
Which price is estimated 
Rs 38,83,000," the BSF 
informed.

BUILDING 
COLLAPSES IN 
DELHI'S LAHORI 
GATE AREA 
NEW DELHI: A building 
collapsed near Delhi's 
Lahori gate on Sunday 
evening. The incident took 
place near Valmiki Mandir, 
Farsh Khana Lahori gate 
around 7:30 pm. Five fire 
tenders rushed to the 
spot. According to Delhi 
Fire Service, five people 
have been rescued so far 
and shifted to the hospital. 
Fire officials said they 
suspect 3-4 more people 
to be trapped in the debris. 
The rescue operation is 
underway. The injured 
identified as Amara (45), 
Nilofar (50), Mohd Imran 
(40), Sankar Begum (60), 
Sukhbir (34), Ankit (28), 
Ashok (40), Sayaid Jishan 
(30) and Vipin (30)  were 
undergoing treatment at 
the Lok Nayak Hospital, 
police said.

DIRECT TAX 
COLLECTION GREW 
24% SO FAR  
THIS YEAR
NEW DELHI: The gross 
tax collection between 
April 1 and October 8 
this year has jumped 
nearly 24 per cent, ac-
cording to the Ministry 
of Finance. The ministry 
said in a statement that 
the provisional figures 
showed that direct tax 
collection continued to 
register steady growth. It 
said the gross tax collec-
tion was at Rs 8.98 lakh 
crore, a jump of 23.8 per 
cent compared to the 
corresponding period 
last year. Net direct tax 
collection had crossed Rs 
7 lakh crore by Septem-
ber 17. It now stood at 
Rs7.45 lakh crore, which 
is 16.3 per cent higher 
than the net collection for 
the corresponding period 
last year. This collection 
is 52.46 per cent of the 
total Budget Estimates of 
direct taxes for the finan-
cial year 2022-23 (FY23). 

MORE RAINS

India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) on Satur-
day gave a yellow alert for 
parts of central Maharash-
tra, Marathwada and over 
Konkan, for the next three 
to four days.

"Mostly for the entire of 
Maharashtra, there are 
expectations of thunder-
showers, associated with 
isolated heavy rainfall. 
Thunderstorm warning- 
yellow warning- given for 
parts of central Maharash-
tra, Marathwada and over 
Konkan, for the next 3-4 
days," IMD Mumbai Nitha 
TS, Scientist-C had told 
ANI. Several parts of Mum-
bai faced waterlogging due 
to incessant heavy rainfall 
on Saturday morning.

"Generally cloudy sky with 
moderate to heavy rain/
thundershower in the city 
and suburbs in the next 24 
hours," India Meteorologi-
cal Department had said on 
Saturday morning.

"Isolated heavy falls & 
thunderstorms/lightning 
very likely over Gujarat Re-
gion 07th-10th; Madhya 

Maharashtra and Coastal 
Andhra Pradesh & Yanam 
from 07th-09th; Marath-
wada on 7th & 9th; Konkan 
& Goa and Telangana on 
07th; Rayalaseema and 
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry 
and Karaikal on 07th-11th; 
North Interior Karnataka, 
during 07th, 09th and 10th; 
South Interior Karnataka 
during 9th - 11th; Kerala on 
9th & 10th October 2022," 
the IMD had further added.

IMD on Saturday had pre-
dicted that Mumbai touched 
a maximum temperature 
of 30 degrees Celsius and a 
minimum temperature likely 
to be 26-degree celsius.

IMD GIVES YELLOW 
ALERT FOR PARTS OF 
MAHARASHTRA FOR 
NEXT 3 TO 4 DAYS
TDG NETWORK 
MUMBAI
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ADEQUATE RAINS

Uttar Pradesh: Flood affects over  
200 villages in Balrampur

The wrath of flood con-
tinued in Uttar Pradesh, 
affecting more than 200 
villages of Balrampur dis-
trict and forcing vehicles to 
stand in long queues at the 
National Highway-730.

The flood situation has 
led to water reaching a 
height of three feet on the 
NH-730. After this, the 
district administration 
stopped any movement 
of vehicles leading to long 
queues of trucks and other 
vehicles on the highway. 
More than 200 villages 
have been affected by the 
flood so far affecting thou-
sands of people. The name 
of the affected villages 
includes Jagtapur, Pand-
itpurva, Jhovahna, Kalan-
darpur, Gangapur, Kodari, 
Lalpur, Phagunia, Jogiya 
Kalan, Lal Nagar, Durga-

pur, and Sherpur.
As per reports, around 

80,000 hectares of crops 
have been destroyed by the 
floods so far. Upon this, 
electricity loss has further 
worsened the condition of 
affected people.

Thousands of people 
stand affected by the floods 
and are forced to sit on the 
roofs of their houses. They 
have also contacted the 
district administration for 
food and other help.

Not just the rural areas, 

the flood has also entered 
the urban areas. It has 
led to the submergence of 
many neighbourhoods in 
water. Many colonies like 
the Civil Line in the One In-
dia Mall and Shyam Bihar 
colony have also got sub-

merged in water.
In the Balrampur-Bah-

raich Marg, water has risen 
to two feet, after which 
many of the residents are 
compelled to use boats for 
moving the items from 
their shops. 

Udaipur: Udaipur faced a 
sudden change of weath-
er after several parts of 
the city witnessed heavy 
rainfall on Sunday. Some 
parts of Udaipur also saw 
heavy rainfall on Satur-
day. Meanwhile, Mathura 
witnessed waterlogging 
in several parts as heavy 
rainfall lashed the city on 
Saturday late night.

On other hand, cities 
including Farukhnagar, 
Kosali, Sohana, Rewari, 

Palwal, Bawal, Nuh, 
Aurangabad,  Hodal 
(Haryana) Deoband, 
Nazibabad, Shamli, Mu-
zaffarnagar, Kandhla, 
Bijnaur, Khatauli, Sa-
koti Tanda, Hastinapur, 
Chandpur, Baraut, Dau-
rala, Bagpat, Meerut, 
Khekra, Modinagar, 
Kithor, Amroha, Mora-
dabad are likely to expe-
rience light to moderate 
spell in next two hours, 
IMD predicted. 

Parts of Udaipur witness 
heavy rainfall

Hyderabad : Heavy rain-
fall in several parts of Hy-
derabad lead to severe wa-
terlogging on the streets of 
Nadeem Colony on Sunday. 
Tolichowki and Nadeem 
Colony in Hyderabad wit-
nessed waterlogging after 
incessant heavy rainfall 
lashed the city last night. 
Some areas in Hyderabad, 
including Khiratabad, Ju-
bilee Hills, Banjara Hills, 
Madhapur, Tolichowki, 
and Gachibowli received 

heavy rainfall last night. 
According to IMD, Hy-
derabad is likely to receive 
more rain on Sunday.

According to a regional 
weather forecasting de-
partment in Hyderabad, 
the city is likely to see a 
generally cloudy sky on 
Sunday. "Light to moderate 
rain or thunderstorm with 
lightning at times intense 
spells very likely to occur 
in the city", the department 
notified. 

Hyderabad and vicinity 
waterlogged due to rains  
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WATERLOGGED UTTARAKHAND

PILGRIMAGE TO HEMKUNT SAHIB HALTS 
DUE TO HEAVY SNOWFALL IN CHAMOLI

The pilgrimage to the Hem-
kunt Sahib in Uttarakhand's 
Chamoli has stopped just a day 
before the closing of its doors 
due to heavy snowfall here.

As the Chamoli district has 
received fresh snowfall today, 
Superintendent of Police (SP) 
Shweta Choubey informed 
that the region has received 
snow coverage of more than 
2 ft. "More than two feet of 
snowfall has covered the area 
so far, due to which the pil-
grimage at Govindghat and 
Ghangariya has stopped," said 
SP Shweta Choubey said.

Shri Hemkunt Sahib Trust 
Vice President Narendra Jeet 
Bindra on September 7 had 
informed that the portals of 
Gurudwara will be closed at 1 
pm on October 10. 

The Himalayan state also received heavy rainfall.

Pithoragarh: Heavy 
snowfall lashed several 
areas in Dharchula town 
in Pithoragarh district, 
leaving up to two feet of 
snow in the upper areas 
and blocking key roads 
near the Nepal border 
on Sunday, officials said.

Sashastra Seema Bal 
(SSB) officials said that 
some roads have been 
blocked following the 
continuous snowfall 
because of which locals 
and security person-
nel have been facing  
problems. 

Snowfall in Pithoragarh, 
key roads blocked

WEST BENGAL

CATTLE SMUGGLER KILLED 
IN ENCOUNTER NEAR INDIA-
BANGLADESH BORDER

A cattle smuggler was killed 
in an encounter with Border 
Security Force (BSF) near the 
India-Bangladesh border in 
West Bengal's Nadia on Sat-
urday night.

According to BSF, the in-
cident took place in the area 
of Border Out Post Bishnu-
pur on Saturday at midnight 
when BSF troops noticed 15-
20 cattle smugglers coming 
towards them from the Ban-
gladesh side. Another group 
of smugglers from the Indian 
side was helping them to cross 
the cattle. To move the smug-
glers away from the area, the 
jawans also fired in the air.

After coming closer, when 
the troops challenged them, 
instead of going back, the 
smugglers surrounded the 
troops and attacked them us-
ing sharp-edged weapons and 
sticks. In retaliation, the jawa-

ns fired aerial shots but the 
smugglers still did not leave 
the area and kept on attacking.

Eventually, sensing the im-
minent threat to their lives, a 
jawan fired one more round to 
save his colleague that hit the 
smuggler, said BSF.

After this, BSF said the re-
maining smugglers fled from 
the spot towards Bangladesh, 
leaving their companion in an 
injured condition. The jawa-
ns also seized a buffalo from 
the spot. The smuggler, who 
was injured due to the fire of 
jawan, succumbed to his inju-
ries shortly after.

The body of the smuggler 
and confiscated buffalo were 
handed over to Krishnaganj 
police station for further le-
gal action. BSF said smug-
glers often do deadly attacks 
on troops. The Spokesperson 
of the South Bengal Frontier 
stated that when smugglers do 
not get success in their wrong 
intention. 
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MORE TO COME

Amaravati: IMD releases weather 
warning for next five days

If you plan to go outside 
for shopping ahead of Di-
wali this week, then this 
week’s downpour schedule 
may ruin them away. The 
India Metrological Depart-
ment (IMD), Amaravati 
released weather warnings  
on Sunday.

IMD Metrological Centre, 
Amaravati has forecasted 
light to moderate-intensity 
rain in the region for the next 
five days. According to IMD, 
heavy rain is likely at isolated 
places in the Rayalaseema 
region and thunderstorms 
accompanied by lightning 
are likely at isolated places in 
NCAP & Yanam, SCAP and 
Rayalaseema for the next 
three days.

On days 4-5, October 12-
13, IMD Metrological Centre 
forecasted heavy downpours 
at isolated places in SCAP 
and Rayalaseema. "Thun-
derstorm accompanied with 
lightning likely at isolated 
places in NCAP & Yanam, 
SCAP and Rayalaseema", 
IMD statement read.

The parts of the national 

capital also received con-
tinuous heavy rainfall on 
Saturday. The reported rains 
in Delhi amount to 74.3mm, 
87.2mm, and 85.2mm at SFD, 
Lodhi Road, and Ayaynagar 
respectively. Also, Delhi ridge 
and Palam reported 60 and 
64mm respectively.

As per the weather fore-
casting agency, the rainfall 

recorded today is not record-
breaking for the month of 
October in terms of daily 24 
hours rain amount.

The IMD has forecasted 
more light to moderate 
downpours in the national 
capital on Sunday.

The IMD said that the na-
tional capital will not receive 
significant rainfall from 
October 10 onwards, how-
ever, drizzling or light rain 
might happen. Speaking to 
ANI, RK Jenamani, Scien-
tist, IMD, said, "As per latest 
analysis, rainfall activity is 
occurring over north India 
due to interaction between 
western disturbance which 
is at the middle and upper 
troposphere and at the lower 
level there is a because its 
cyclonic circulation over the  
Gujarat region. 

Amaravati released further weather alerts from IMD.  

MONSOON RESPITE

According to India Mete-
orological Department 

(IMD), the national capital 
recorded heavy rain on Oc-
tober 8 and October 9.

The reported rains in Delhi 
amount to 74.3mm, 87.2mm 
and 85.2mm at SFD, Lodhi 
Road and Ayaynagar re-
spectively. Also, Delhi ridge 
and Palam reported 60 and 
64mm respectively. As per 
the weather forecasting 
agency, the rainfall recorded 
today is not record-breaking 
for the month of October in 
terms of daily 24 hours rain 
amount.

The SFD last on October 18 
and October 18 recorded 87.9 
mm of rainfall in 24-h.

However, the difference be-
tween the minimum temper-
ature (20.8degC) on October 
7 night and the maximum 
temperature (23.4degC) of 
the following date on Oc-
tober 8 which is 2.6 degC 
(called diurnal Variation), 
is the lowest for the data pe-
riod analysed by the weather 
forecasting agency for 1969-
2022.

As per the weather fore-
casting agency earlier, the 
lowest value of the same 
parameter for the period 

was seen on 19 Oct 1998 at 
3.1 degC.

Meanwhile, India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) on 
Saturday said all 12 stations 
in the national capital re-
ceived moderate rainfall to-
day and it is likely to reduce 
from tomorrow but the sky 
will remain cloudy.

However, the weather 
forecasting agency has not 
issued a warning or alert for 
Delhi.

The IMD said that the na-
tional capital will not receive 
significant rainfall from Oc-
tober 10 onwards, however, 

drizzling or light rain might 
happen.

Speaking to ANI, RK Je-
namani, Scientist, IMD, 
said, "As per latest analysis, 
rainfall activity is occurring 
over north India due to in-
teraction between western 
disturbance which is at the 
middle and upper tropo-
sphere and at the lower level 
there is a because its cyclonic 
circulation over the Gujarat 
region and from there the 
moisture because the wind 
is coming towards the Uttar 
Pradesh, Delhi-NCR region 
and East Rajasthan, West 

Madhya Pradesh. If we see 
the rainfall activity till 8:50 
am in the morning, heavy 

to heavy rainfall occurred 
mainly over the UP and MP, 
Gujarat and Konkan region." 

IMD: Delhi records heavy 
rainfall on October 8-9
TDG NETWORK
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Most parts of the capital received heavy rainfall in last 2 days.

Noida: Parts of Noida wit-
nessed severe waterlogging 
as incessant heavy rainfall 
lashed Delhi and NCR on 
Sunday.

The city reeled under se-
vere waterlogging after con-
tinuous rainfall lashing the 
city since Saturday. The wa-
terlogging led to traffic jams 
and disruptions in the lives 
of normal people in several 
parts of Noida including 
the 'underpass' in Sector 
126. The people crossing 
the underpass were seen to 
move slowly as the 'under-
pass' was waterlogged.

According to India Me-
teorological Department 
(IMD), the national capital 
and the NCR area recorded 
heavy rain on October 8 and 
October 9. The reported 
rains in the national capital 
area amount to 74.3mm, 
87.2mm, and 85.2mm at 
SFD, Lodhi Road, and 
Ayaynagar respectively. 
Also, Delhi ridge and Palam 
reported 60 and 64mm re-

spectively.
The people of Delhi-NCR 

received more on Sunday.
As per the weather fore-

casting agency, the rain-
fall recorded on Sunday 
is not record-breaking for 
the month of October in 
terms of daily 24 hours 
rain amount. However, the 
weather forecasting agency 
has not issued a warning or 
alert for Delhi-NCR.

The IMD said that the 
national capital will not 
receive significant rainfall 
from October 10 onwards, 
however, drizzling or light 
rain might happen.

Speaking to ANI, RK Je-
namani, Scientist, IMD, 
said, "As per latest analy-
sis, rainfall activity is oc-
curring over north India 
due to interaction between 
western disturbance which 
is at the middle and upper 
troposphere and at the low-
er level there is a because its 
cyclonic circulation over the 
Gujarat region. 

Parts of Noida face 
waterlogging  
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Amid the ongoing row over the 
Gyanvapi, the All India Muslim 
Personal Law Board has filed an 
application for impleadment in the 
matters dealing with the Places of 
Worship Act 1991.  

The board has defended the va-
lidity of act saying that the objec-
tive  of the act is to prevent  distur-

bance to public order,  maintain 
public peace and tranquillity and 
strengthen the basic feature of 
secularism.

The AIMPLB has urged the Su-
preme Court to allow it to be im-
pleaded as the party in the matters, 
through the application.  

The application filed by AIMPLB 
states ““there appears to be a trend 
of filing the PIL petitions; selec-
tively targeting the issues relating 

to a particular minority commu-
nity with the intention to use the 
pendency of such cases to fuel hate 
politics on the ground.”

The body has further requested 
the court to not entertain such un-
regulated PILs which have the po-
tential to create uncalled-for new 
items; consequentially leading to 
a publicity stunt for these petition-
ers. 

AIMPLB has filed the applica-

tion in various PILs challenging 
the Places of Worship Act, which 
also mentioned the controversy 
that erupted in respect of Babri 
Masjid in the application, said that 
the objective and the purpose of the 
Act are to put an end to ancient and 
stale claims relating to the places of 
worship.

On Tuesday, the Supreme Court 
will hear various petitions dealing 
with the places of worship act. 

Places of worshiP act

aiMPlB Moves court for iMPleadMent in Matters on 
worshiP act 
tdg network
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valMiki Jayanti 

Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) 
chief Mohan Bhag-

wat  extended greetings for 
Valmiki Jayanti on Sunday 
and said that the occasion is 
important for anybody who 
wishes to become a “human 
being”.

“If you want to learn affin-
ity, read Valmiki Ramayan 
which mentions the char-
acter of Lord Ram. It is a 
vital and pride moment for 
any person who wants to be-
come a better human being” 
RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat 
said addressing a public 
gathering in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Kanpur. 

“Anybody who has this 

feeling of affinity and wants 
to stay united could even sit 
over a leaf of tamarind”; he 
added quoting a Bengali 
proverb. 

The day marks the birth 
anniversary of Maharishi 
Valmiki who is credited with 
writing the original Rama-
yana during the lifetime of 
Lord Ram. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi also extend-
ed greetings on the occasion 
by tweeting, “Happy Valmiki 
Jayanti to the countrymen.”

The celebrations marked 
the streets of the nation to-
day. 

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment celebrated the birth an-
niversary of Sage Valmiki in 
a “grand” manner across the 
state. Earlier on 7th October, 
the officials informed that 

various events have been 
planned for celebrations in 
Uttar Pradesh, including 
the continuous recital of the 
Ramayana at all temples of 
Lord Rama and Hanuman 
as well as at all places as-
sociated with the epic along 
with the lighting of lamps or 
“deepdan”. 

In pursuance of the objec-
tive of the government, the 
District Magistrate in Gora-
khpur has issued detailed 
guidelines to the CDO, all 
SDMs, Deputy Director Bud-
dhist Museum and Regional 
Tourism Officer.

The preparations for the 
events to be held on Valmiki 
Jayanti were reviewed by the 
nodal officer nominated by 
the government on the eve-
ning of 8th October. 

tdg network
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Read Valmiki Ramayan to 
learn affinity, become human: 
RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat
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Lt. Governor VK Saxena has 
approved the proposal to ex-
empt 314 applications of hotel 
and restaurant owners, online 
eateries, medicines, and other 
essential commodities, to op-
erate on 24x7 basis in the Na-
tional Capital, starting from 
next week.

Such applications were 
pending since 2016. The LG 
has directed that notifica-
tion to this effect should be 

issued within seven days. 
The decision provides ex-
emption under Sections 14, 
15 and 16 of the Delhi Shops 
and Establishment Act, 1954. 
It is expected to boost employ-
ment generation and promote 
a positive and favourable 
business environment that 
is a prerequisite for economic 
growth. The decision will also 
provide a fillip to the much 
desired “night life “in the City.

Approving the proposal, the 
Lt. Governor flagged issues of 
inordinate delay, adhocism, 

randomness and unjustified 
discretion on part of the La-
bour Department in dispos-
ing the applications made 
by establishments for these 
exemptions. 

It may be noted that out of 
total 346 pending applica-
tions, 18 applications of 2016, 
26 applications of 2017, 83 ap-
plications of 2018, 25 applica-
tions of 2019, 04 applications 
of 2020 and 74 applications of 
2021 had not been processed 
by the Labour Department on 
time. 

International Buddhist Con-
federation (IBU) in collabo-
ration with Gautam Buddha 
University (GBU) organised 
the International Abhidham-
ma Divas on the full moon 
day of Sharada Purnima on 
Sunday at the university in 
Greater Noida.  

The event began with the 
lighting of the lamp and offer-
ing of flowers to the Buddha 
statue by the Chief Guest, Dr 
Ashin Nanissara, Chancellor, 
Sitagu International Buddhist 
Academies, Myanmar, and 
other dignitaries.

“I am very happy to share 
my knowledge this morning 
on how to study the Abhid-
hamma. 

Abhidhamma is the most 

important thing in any reli-
gion because if someone stud-
ies the Abhidhamma, he/she 
will understand what I am, 
where I am, what I have to do. 
He or she will have to under-
stand,” the chief guest said.

Dr Dhammapiya, Secretary 

General, the International 
Buddhist Confederation, 
said: “Our Prime Minister of 
India, Narendra Modi, used 
to emphasise on various oc-
casions the teaching of the 
Buddha and the message of 
peace and harmony. 

foster Businesses 

aBhidhaMMa divas

LG approves proposal to 
boost Delhi’s ‘night life’

Buddhist body marks 
Abhidhamma Divas 

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat.

Monks at Gautam Buddha University for International 
Abhidhamma Divas.

224 rooms 
and suites

Kitchen District - 
All day dining

52,000 sq ft of 
events space

NOW OPEN to DRINK. EAT. EXPLORE

Janakpuri District Centre Complex, New Delhi, Delhi, India. 110058
For bookings call. +91 11 4612 1234
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GOVT RESOLVED 
MOST OF ISSUES 
PERTAINING TO 
EMPLOYEES : CM
SHIMLA:  While addressing 
the ‘Abhinandan’ function of 
Officers and Employees of 
Seraj (Seraj Sarv Adhikari 
Avm Karamchari Varg) at 
Thunag in Seraj Vidhan 
Sabha area of Mandi district 
today, the Chief Minister 
Jai Ram Thakur  said that 
the employees were the 
backbone of the State Gov-
ernment as they not only 
helps in effective imple-
mentation of the policies 
and programmes of the 
State Government, but also 
ensure that the benefits of 
the development reaches 
the person living at the low-
est ebb. Chief Minister said 
that the State Government 
has always maintained 
cordial relations with its 
employees and most of the 
issues pertaining to the 
employees were resolved 
during this period, despite 
the pandemic. He said that 
despite the COVID-19 crisis, 
the State Government has 
ensured full salary, pension 
and other benefits to the 
employees so that they do 
not face any inconvenience. 
He said that the period of 
regularization of contract 
employees was reduced 
from three years to two 
years and one year relax-
ation to regularize the daily 
wagers. 

HIMACHAL CM 
INAUGURATES 23 
PROJECTS WORTH 
RS 62 CRORE
SHIMLA: Chief Minister Jai 
Ram Thakur on Sunday 
inaugurated and laid the 
foundation stone of 23 
developmental projects 
costing about Rs. 62 crore 
for Kinnaur assembly 
constituency and presided 
over the ‘Pragatisheel 
Himachal: Sathapna 
ke 75 Varsh’ function 
organised at Chholtu near 
Tapri. While addressing 
the largely attended public 
meeting at Chholtu, the 
Chief Minister said that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, had launched ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga Abhiyan’ on 
the completion of 75 years 
of India’s independence 
to express gratitude to the 
freedom fighters who had 
made sacrifices for the 
cause of independence. He 
said that this campaign 
was carried out compre-
hensively in whole country 
including Himachal.
Chief Minister said that our 
state had also entered in 
the 75th year of its forma-
tion. 

HIMACHAL 
GOVERNOR 
RELEASES BOOK
SHIMLA: Governor Rajendra 
Vishwanath Arlekar re-
leased the poetry collection 

“Poh Ki Aakhri Raat” written 
by Savita Banta at Raj Bha-
van, on Sunday. The author 
has expressed the moods 
and emotions of women 
through different poems in 
this collection. The Governor 
said that she has presented 
the soreness of women in a 
very beautiful way through 
her poetries. The Governor 
said that timely guidance 
and counseling should be 
made available in schools 
for the students so that 
their hidden talents could 
be recognized. He also 
stressed to sensitize the 
parents about the problems 
their children are facing and 
said that every problem has 
a solution.

In a major breakthrough, 
Punjab Police on Sunday 
arrested a woman accom-
plice of Deepak Tinu, an 
accused in the singer Sidhu 
Moose Wala murder case 
from Mumbai airport.

Acting on intelligence in-
put, Punjab Police nabbed 
the woman while she was 
on her way to the Maldives. 
Police said efforts to nab 
Tinu are underway.

According to Punjab 
Police, the woman had 
helped Deepak in escaping 
the custody of the Crime  
Investigation Agency (CIA) 
from Mansa.

Deepak Tinu is an aide of 
jailed gangster Lawrence 
Bishnoi and is one of the 
main accused in the kill-
ing of Punjabi singer Sidhu 
Moose Wala. Tinu escaped 
from police custody in 
Mansa district last week.

Tinu managed to ditch 
Crime Investigation Agen-
cy (CIA) officials when he 

was being brought from 
Kapurthala Jail to Mansa on 
remand in a private vehicle 
Saturday night, police said.

“Tinu was being brought 
to Mansa’s CIA staff of-
fice from Kapurthala Jail 
when he escaped from cus-
tody. The accused had to be 
probed in connection with 
the Moose Wala murder 
case,” Mansa police said.

Moose Wala, 28, was 
shot dead on May 29 by 
unidentified assailants in 
Mansa, a day after the state 
government curtailed his 
security cover. The Punjabi 
singer was shot at point-
blank range and was de-
clared brought dead on  
arrival  at  the Mansa  
civil hospital.

The investigation suggest-
ed Lawrence Bishnoi was 
the mastermind of the day-
light killing. His close aide 
Goldy Brar, who is said to 
be based in Canada, is also 
under investigation in this 
case. Police have issued a 
Red Corner Notice against 
Brar through Interpol.

MOOSE WALA MURDER

Woman who 
helped gangster 
Tinu escape, held
TDG NETWORK  
MUMBA

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
national president JP Nadda 
on Sunday said they have 
come to the state to change 
the image and destiny of Hi-
machal Pradesh.

“Elected representatives 
are sitting here...We have not 
come here to sit on our seats, 
we have come to change the 
image and destiny of Him-
achal Pradesh,” said BJP 
chief JP Nadda at the con-
ference of representatives of 
Panchayat Raj institutions. 
He further said that the 
“chair” (power) is essential 
but not their goal, it is neces-
sary for development.

Terming the BJP as the 
world’s largest political 
party, Nadda said, “Political 
parties are unable to conduct 
meeting with the number as 

we have in our conference.
Earlier, Nadda was on a 

tour to Assam with Home 
Minister Amit Shah, while 
addressing the function of 
BJP’s biggest party head-
quarters in Guwahati he said 
that BJP is the only ideology-
based and nationalism.

The Congress does not 
have any particular ideol-
ogy and the BJP is the only 
ideology-based and national 
party in India said the BJP 
national president.

At the inaugural function, 
he also said that the party 
has proposed to set up 512 
offices across the country 
out of which 236 offices have 
been constructed and 154 of-
fices are under construction.

In the coming days, the BJP 
will have a grand office in the 
entire country including As-
sam and North East, Nadda 
said on Saturday.

NADDA IN HIMACHAL

‘BJP HERE TO CHANGE 
HIMACHAL’S DESTINY’
TDG NETWORK  
KANGRA

Adampur assembly by-polls 
are around the corner. The 
BJP has fielded Bhavay Bish-
noi, grandson of former Chief 
Minister Bhajan Lal from the 
assembly segment. Kuldeep 
Bishnoi, father of Bhavay, had 
resigned from the Congress 
and joined the BJP which 
necessitated the bye polls.  
Adampur is the home turf of 
the Bhajan Lal family and it 
has retained this assembly 
seat for 55 years. The Bishnio 
family remained undefeated 
in the segment. But, presently 
the forthcoming seems to be 
getting multi cornered as the 
Congress , the main opposi-
tion party and Aam Aadmi 
Party are on their toes in a bid 
to win the battle.  Voting will 
be held on November 3 and 
the result will be declared 

on November 6. Bishnoi had 
voted against Congress can-
didate Ajay Maken in the Ra-
jya Sabha elections in June 
and resigned from Adampur 
on August 3.

AAP has declared Satender 
Singh  as party nominee in 
the assembly bypolls. Sa-
tender had contested the 
2014 Assembly election from 
Adampur on a Congress tick-
et. Later, he left the Congress 
to join the BJP. However, he 
had recently switched over to 
the AAP. Satender is known 
as a confidant of AAP leader 
Ashok Tanwar who had been 
the Congress state president 
during the 2014 Assembly 
poll. The Congress is yet to 
declare the candidate and 
the party is mulling over to 
decide the same and in this 
series, Jai Parkash, former 
cabinet minister and a loyal 

to the Congress stalwart 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, is 
being considered the stron-
gest claimant for the ticket.  
The Congress leaders are on 
their toes to strengthen its 
position in the Adampur as-
sembly constituency and the 
party stalwarts continue to 
woo the voters.

 Kuldeep Bishnoi is putting 
his best to win the elections 
and is confident about the 
victory of Bhavay. Similarly, 
the AAP leaders continue to 
hit the tracks of Adampur 
and visit the supporters. 
Besides, all parties are put-
ting their best to make other 
party leaders join their fac-
tion. Thus, political functions 
and new joining of workers in 
the Congress, BJP and AAP 
have already heated up the 
political temperature in the 
Adampur segment.

IN HARYANA 

Stakes high as parties gear 
up for Adampur bypoll
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

The President of India, 
Droupadi Murmu, graced 
the 52nd convocation and 
closing ceremony of the 
centenary year celebrations 
of Punjab Engineering Col-
lege (PEC) in Chandigarh on 
Sunday.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the President said that es-
tablished in Lahore in the 
year 1921, PEC has emerged 
as a leading institute for re-
search and contributed to 
global technological change. 
It is a premier institute of the 
country as well as a harbin-
ger of technical education 
in this region. The National 
Education Policy - 2020 
states that a good education-
al institution is one in which 
every student is welcomed 
and cared for and where an 
inspiring environment with 
good infrastructure and ap-
propriate resources exists. 
She was happy to note that 
PEC has all these qualities. 
She expressed confidence 
that this college will con-
tinue to strive toward excel-

lence.
The President was happy 

to note that PEC has pro-
vided many luminaries to 
the country in the fields of 
technology, industry, civil 
services, education, and 
research which include: 
former Chairman of ISRO 
and father of experimental 
fluid dynamics research in 
India, Prof. Satish Dhawan; 
eminent educationist and 
founder-Director of IIT, 
Delhi, Prof. R.N. Dogra; an 
expert in Missiles Technol-
ogy and Strategic Systems, 
Dr. Satish Kumar. 

She said that Kalpana 
Chawla, an alumna of PEC’s 
Aeronautical Engineering 
Department, became the 
first woman astronaut of 
Indian origin who created 
an inspiring history of self-
sacrifice for science. She 
was happy to note that the 
Kalpana Chawla Chair of 
Geospatial Technology is 
established in PEC. She said 
that the number of girl stu-
dents should be increased 
in technical educational in-
stitutions to give more im-
petus to the progress of the 

country.
Addressing the graduating 

students, the President said 
that as they are entering a 
world of unlimited oppor-
tunities and possibilities, 
she has no doubt that they 
are capable of converting op-
portunities into success and 
possibilities into certainties. 
She advised them to never 
forget their duties towards 
the motherland, whatever 
they choose to become in 
their life. She said that they 
are the builders of India of 
tomorrow. It is expected 
from them that they will use 
the knowledge acquired in 
this prestigious institution 
in the service of humanity 
too. She urged them to keep 
Mahatma Gandhi’s message 
of ‘Sarvodaya’ in their indi-
vidual priorities. She said 
that it is the moral duty of 
every citizen, especially the 
youth, to put into practice 
the values of the ‘Father of 
the Nation’.

Just before the convocation 
ceremony of PEC, the Presi-
dent inaugurated the newly 
constructed building of UT 
Chandigarh Secretariat.

IN TECHNICAL INSTITUTIONS

MORE GIRLS SHOULD BE 
ENROLLED: PRESIDENT
TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

Family members of  de-
ceased actor and BJP leader 
Sonali Phogat have received 
two letters from an anony-
mous sender.

Sonali’s brother-in-law 
Aman Poonia has stated 
that both letters should be 
investigated as they hold 
important information re-
garding the case. In the 
first letter, it was stated that 
a deal of Rs 10 crore was 
made in the Sonali Phogat 
murder case.

In the other letter, the 
names of political leaders 
have been mentioned.

Aman further stated that 
one letter was received one 
month ago, while the other 
one was received some  
days later.

Aman also informed that 
Sonali’s sister Rukesh will 

contest the election from 
Adampur.

“Sonali’s sister Rukesh 
will contest the election 
from Adampur. We have 
no link with Aam Aadmi 
Party,” said Aman.

“We are already in Bharti-
ya Janata Party. We will dis-
cuss it with people and then 
take a decision,” he added.

Earlier, Sonali Phogat’s 
brother accused BJP leader 
Kuldeep Bishnoi of murder-
ing his sister.

The revelation was made 
by Rinku at Sarv Khap Ma-
hapanchayat which was 
held in Hisar.

The Khap spokesperson 
Sandeep Bharti, while talk-
ing to ANI, said that after 
allegations by Sonali’s fam-
ily members, Sarv Khap 
Mahapanchayat has decided 
that Kuldeep Bishnoi should 
explain his stand before Ma-
hapanchayat.

ALLEGING RS 10 CR DEAL

SONALI PHOGAT’S FAMILY 
RECEIVES 2 LETTERS 
TDG NETWORK  
HISAR

After an overnight search 
operation, Haryana Police 
on Sunday recovered the 
half-burnt body of a seven-
year-old girl who had gone 
missing on Saturday in a 
jungle outside Kurar Village, 
Haryana.

“A forensic team was called 
to the scene,” officials said. 
The daughter of a daily wage 
labourer was reported to be 
missing from the Kurar Vil-
lage since 2.30 pm on Sat-
urday. The girl was last seen 
in CCTV footage with an 
18-year-old boy who alleg-
edly kidnapped the girl. The 
locals could not find her.

After receiving the inti-
mation police reached the 
village and began searching 
for the girl. The police con-
stituted different teams for 
this purpose. After hours of 
the searching, they found 
the body on the outskirts of 
Kurar Village.

“We had received infor-
mation that a 7-year-old girl 
has gone missing in Kurar 
village. After that, we regis-

tered an FIR and launched 
a search operation. Even at 
the night, our DSP Sajjan 
Singh was present on the 
spot. After that, we could not 
conduct the search operation 
due to darkness. So in the 
morning, we launched the 
search operation again. After 
that different teams of local 
police, CIA, and DSP were 
constituted to conduct the 
search operation. We found 
the body of the missing girl 
but it was in a half-burnt 
condition. The suspects are 
being interrogated. And we 
will try to solve this matter 
as soon as possible and ar-
rest the culprits,” said SP 
Maqsood Ahmad.

Asked about the CCTV 
footage, SP Maqsood Ahmad 
said, “We are questioning the 
suspect about that CCTV. 
And they will be arrested 
as soon as possible. And we 
stand with the girl’s family. 
We will conduct a postmor-
tem. And according to the 
report of the medical board, 
we will take further action.”

DSP Sajjan Kumar said the 
viscera test will be done in 
Madhuban.

IN HARYANA’S KAITHAL

HALF-BURNT BODY OF 
MINOR GIRL FOUND
TDG NETWORK  
KAITHAL

AIR POLLUTION

The AAP government 
has issued a letter to 
all the Deputy Com-

missioners on Septem-
ber 15 stating to make 
red-entry in the revenue  
records on those farmers’ 
names who burn stubble 
in their areas.

The Punjab government 
has now started crack-
ing down on such farm-
ers who are not deterring 
from burning paddy straw. 
Under the rule of 2019, the 
red-entry of such farmers 
shall be done in the reve-
nue records. At present, 35 
farmers have received the 
red-entry from the revenue 
department.
At the same time, 696 

cases have been registered 
for burning stubble. On the 
other hand, farmers have 
also started raging against 
red entry. Congress, Akali 
Dal, and farmers’ organisa-
tions have demanded com-
pensation to the farmers 

for stubble management, 
refusing this move of the 
government.

Most of the cases of stub-
ble burning have been reg-
istered in the Majha region, 
in which the Amritsar dis-
trict is at the top. The state 
government has started 
an awareness campaign 
against stubble burning 
as well as providing ma-

chinery to the farmers for 
stubble management. De-
spite this, farmers’ are not 
abstaining from burning 
paddy stubble. 

 To prevent this, many 
problems could arise for 
the farmers whose rev-
enue records have been 
marked as red-entry by 
the Revenue Department. 
Once red-entry is made, 

the farmer concerned can 
neither take loan, or mort-
gage nor sell it on his land. 

An official of the Rev-
enue Department said 
that 696 cases of stubble 
burning, which have been 
registered, are also being 
investigated. If these are 
found to be correct, then 
red-entry will be done in 
the revenue records of 
the farmers concerned. 
He said that the govern-
ment was trying to stop 
the farmers from burning 
paddy straw. All kinds 

of technical help is being 
provided to the farmers 
for stubble management. 
Still, if the farmers do not 
stop, they will take action.

As per data received 
from the Revenue Depart-
ment, for stubble manage-
ment, the state govern-
ment has provided 32100 
machines on subsidy this 
season, through which 
the stubble can be mixed 
in the soil without burn-
ing it. The central govern-
ment has also released Rs 
245 crore for this work.

STUBBLE BURNING CONTINUES IN 
PUNJAB, 696 CASES FILED SO FAR
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

Chandigarh: According to 
the Revenue Department, 
the government issued 
a letter to all the Deputy 
Commissioners on Sep-
tember 15 to make red-en-
try in the revenue records 
of the farmers who burn 
stubble in their areas. 

Since then this work has 
been started by the District 
Deputy Commissioners. 
On the other hand, Pun-
jab State Remote Sensing 
has started monitoring 
the stubble burning in the 
fields in the state from 15th 
September itself.

Govt starts making red 
entries in revenue records

Haryana Home Minister 
Anil Vij reacted to All India 
Majlis-E-Ittehadul Musli-
meen (AIMIM) Chief Asa-
dudin Owaisi’s statement 
that the population of Mus-
lims is declining and said 
that it should be dropped 
further.

While reacting to Owais, 
Vij said that it’s good that 
the population of Muslims 
is declining, but it should be 
dropped further. “AIMIM 
chief Asaduddin Owaisi 
has said that the popula-
tion of Muslims in India 
is declining. If it is so, then 
that’s a very good thing. 
Drop it further and bring 
it to ‘Hum do Humare do,” 
the BJP leader said.

Earlier today, the AIMIM 
Chief reacted to RSS Chief 
Mohan Bhagwat’s com-
ments on a comprehensive 
population policy.

“Don’t fret. The Muslim 
population is not increas-
ing. It’s rather falling...

Who’s using condoms 
the most? We are. Mohan 
Bhagwat won’t speak on 
this,” Owaisi said.

On October 5, the RSS 
chief inaugurated the an-
nual Dussehra celebrations 
and stressed the application 
of the population policy 
equally to ensure that the 
rising population do not 
become a burden but can 
be used as a resource.

Speaking further, Owaisi 
also claimed that the “dig-
nity” of Muslims in India 
is lesser than a “streetside 
dog” while referring to the 
viral video in which police 
officials were seen flogging 
Muslim men publicly ear-
lier this week.

“You could have taken 
them to the police station. 
But you chose to rip off 
their esteem and hit them 
directly on the streets. In 
a nation of 133 crore where 
30 crore Muslims liv, the 
dignity of a Muslim is less-
er than a streetside dog,” he 
added.

IT SHOULD DROP FURTHER

Good to see dip in 
Muslim population, 
Vij mocks Owaisi
TDG NETWORK  
AMBALA
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WAR OF WORDS 

Political strategist 
Prashant Kishor on 
Sunday slammed 

Nitish Kumar over his ‘PK 
working for BJP’ remark 
and said that the Bihar 
Chief Minister has become 
‘delusional” and politically 
isolated’, thus speaks things 
other than what he actually 
means. He also said that Ku-
mar’s age is affecting him 
and it reflects in his ‘ner-
vousness’.

Kishor was reacting to the 
Chief Minister’s comment 
that the political strategist, 
who has recently launched 
a state-wide ‘padayatra’ to 
bring ‘Jan Suraj’ in Bihar, 
was “working for the BJP” 

after he claimed that Kumar 
had asked him to join his 
Janata Dal (United) party.

“He (Kumar) said I am 
working on the BJP’s agenda 
and asked him to merge with 
Congress. How is it even pos-

sible? If I were supporting 
the BJP, why would I ask him 
to strengthen the Congress? 
If the second claim is correct, 
the first one gets wrong,” 
Kishor said.

“He (Kumar) has been af-

fected by his age and has 
turned delusional. He has 
been politically isolated as 
he is surrounded by people 
who he himself does not 
trust. And it is because of 
this nervousness that he 
speaks other than what he 
means,” he added.

Of late, both Kishor and 
Kumar have shared allega-
tions against each other.

On Saturday, the Bihar 
Chief Minister said Kishor, 
who has helped political par-
ties win elections and influ-
ence people, is now making 
baseless claims. 

He added that a few years 
ago, Kishor had advised him 
to merge his JD (U) with the 
Congress. On 5 October, 
Kishor said Kumar had in-
vited him to his residence 

and offered him to join his 
party and lead it.

But Kishor has dropped 
enough hints that he aims 
to launch his own political 
party after the completion 
of his yatra. 

He has often said it was 
time for him to “go directly 
to the people.”

Kishor launched his ‘pa-
dayatra’ on 2 October from 
Bhitiharwa Gandhi Ashram. 

He attacked all political 
parties that have ruled Bi-
har, saying the state has not 
changed since 1990. He said 
people here are bound to mi-
grate to other states in search 
of employment.

Kishor had briefly served 
as the national president of 
the JD (U) but was later ex-
pelled from the party.

TDG NeTwork
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‘Delusional’: Prashant Kishor 
hits back at Nitish Kumar

Prashant Kishor

CONDEMNATION 

KTR REpRESENTS 
A FAIlED gOvT IN 
TElANgANA: BJp 

Condemning the remarks 
made by Telangana minis-
ter KT Rama Rao against 
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS),  Bhartiya 
Janata Party (BJP) leader 
Ponguleti Sudhakar Reddy 
on Sunday said that he him-
self “represents a failed gov-
ernment”.

The Telangana Minister 
for IT and Industries had 
said that RSS chief Mohan 
Bhagwat should refrain 
from loose talk and that the 
organisation should fight an 
election and win it.

His remarks had come af-
ter Bhagwat had said it’s nei-
ther the nature of the Sangh 
nor Hindus to endanger 
minorities, and the RSS re-
solved to stand on the side of 
the brotherhood. 

“I strongly condemn the 
irrelevant remarks by KTR. 
It is baseless. The BJP de-
mands that he withdraw 
it. He himself represents 
a failed government that 
cheated the people of Telan-
gana,” Reddy said.

The BJP leader also hit out 
at KTR, the son of Telangana 
CM Chandrashekar Rao, 
for renaming the Telangana 
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) as 
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS).

“With the launch of BRS, 
they are diverting people’s 
attention from their failures, 
misrule, undemocratic atti-
tudes, and corrupt practic-
es. The Telangana model is 

based on looting people and 
corruption. The state just 
diverts the central funds and 
stamps their name on the 
schemes, “Reddy alleged.”

Notably, the opposition 
parties, including the Con-
gress, have accused the RSS 
of trying to divide soci+++ety 
and making people fight 
against each other.

“Congress and BRS are 
jealous of RSS chief Mohan 
Bhagwat and Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi,” Reddy 
said.

Earlier, BJP senior spokes-
person NV Subash had 
slammed KTR, asking him 
why they are afraid of raids 
if they are not corrupt. 

Speaking to ANI, the BJP 
leader said, “The ruling TRS 
party need not be afraid of 
the central agencies ED or 
CBI if they are clean.”

Subash too had con-
demned the remarks of KTR, 
who had said, “We will strip 
the BJP’s clothes.”

“The Modi government 
doesn’t use these agen-
cies just against opposition 
parties. The agencies will 
conduct raids on persons 
who are involved in scams 
irrespective of caste, creed, 
region, religion, or political 
affiliations, “Subash said.

Raids are being conducted 
in various states, and not 
only in Telangana, in con-
nection with liquor scams. 
The BJP leader had said that 
the central agencies are inde-
pendent and they have their 
own source of information 
regarding corruption.

TDG NeTwork
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AppOINTMENT 

M.K. STAlIN BECOMES DMK ChIEF FOR 
SECOND TIME

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
and DMK supremo M.K. 
Stalin was on Sunday se-
lected as the President of the 
DravidaMunnetraKazha-
gam (DMK) for the second 
time, as per official reports.

I Periyasamy, Deputy Gen-
eral Secretary, applauded 
the move and stated that the 
former would be the CM for 
multiple terms over the next 
20 years.

“This is my challenge, not 
a mere stage speech. I want 
MK Stalin to be the Chief 
Minister of Tamil Nadu for 
the next 20 years. That’s how 
much he is doing for people. 
People are also wishing for 
that,” said Periyasamy.

He also dismissed the 
speculations over alliances 
being formed in the state 
and said,”After this General 

Council Meeting, in Par-
liament election, they are 
thinking that a huge alliance 
will be created. Everyone is 
claiming this or that alliance. 
If the BJP forms a big alli-
ance, that’s all. I’m challeng-
ing that even if you all join 
together, DMK can contest 
alone and defeat you all.

DMK Senior Leader and 
Ex Minister Arcot. Veeras-
wamy announced his selec-
tion on Sunday.

Meanwhile, Durai Muru-
gan has been selected as the 
General Secretary of DMK 
for the second time, and T.R. 
Balu has been selected as the 
Treasurer of DMK for the 
second time.

DMK Women’s wing sec-
retary and MP Kanimozli 
was also nominated among 
the DMK Deputy General 
Secretaries. Earlier, Subbu-
lakshmi Jagadhesan held the 
portfolio. 

TDG NeTwork
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin being felicitated.

CRITICAl CONDITION 

Elderly woman’s 
leg chopped during 
robbery in Jaipur

An elderly woman’s leg was 
chopped off by a group of 
miscreants in Jaipur on Sun-
day to steal silver jewellery,

According to the grand-
daughter of the victim, it was 
their landlord who informed 
her of the incident. 

-“It was during the early 
hours when our landlord 
told me that my grand-
mother was lying outside in 
a critical condition. I told my 
mother about the incident 
and she told me to inform my 
relatives about it,” the grand-
daughter said.

“I received a call around 

6 a.m. from my niece about 
this incident. My mother 
was found outside the 
house in critical condition. 
There were injury marks 
on her neck and her leg was 
chopped off,” says Ganga 
Devi, daughter of the victim.

“We received a call in the 
morning that an elderly 
woman’s legs had been 
chopped off and jewellery 
had been robbed,” police 
stated.

The victim is around 100 
years old, and she faced diffi-
culties in doing daily chores. 
She has been injured very 
gravely.

Further investigation is 
underway.
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CElEBRATIONS 

REgION pROgRESS 

Preparations for 
Deepotsav in full 
swing in Ayodhya

ASSAM CM REITERATES 
ERA OF INSuRgENCy  
hISTORy NOW 

The preparations by the Ut-
tar Pradesh government are 
going on in full swing ahead 
of Diwali to celebrate the 
sixth Deepotsav (festival of 
lamps) in Ram ki Paidi ghats 
in Ayodhya on 23 October.

This time, the Deepotsav 
will be celebrated with more 
grandeur and splendour. 

A target of lighting more 
than 12 lakh lamps has 
been set to make a Guin-
ness World Record. In order 
to achieve the momentous 
feat, the earthen pots are be-
ing brought from Ayodhya, 
Lucknow, Gonda, and other 
districts.

The process of gathering 
lamps in Ram Padi has also 

started. According to the dis-
trict administration, lamps 
will burn for more than 30 
minutes this year, unlike the 
last five years. Now people 
can witness the lamps burn-
ing for a longer duration. 
Earlier, the lamps used to 
get extinguished quickly, 
depriving the people of the 
magnificent sight.

Instead of 30 ml, 40 ml of 
oil will be poured into the 
lamps so that they last a long 
time.

Earlier in 2021, Uttar 
Pradesh’s Department of 
Tourism and Dr Ram Mano-
har Lohia Avadh University 
jointly entered in Guinness 
World Records for the “larg-
est display of oil lamps” dur-
ing Deepotsava at Ram ki 
Paidi ghats in Ayodhya.

Assam Chief Minister Dr 
Himanta Biswa Sarma on 
Sunday said that the era of 
insurgency can be said to 
be history in Assam, adding 
that processes have been ini-
tiated to reach a permanent 
solution to Assam’s bound-
ary dispute with Arunachal 
Pradesh.

The Chief Minister said 
that insurgency was a major 
issue in the Northeast that 
was hindering the progress 
of the region on multiple 
fronts and lauded the efforts 
of Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah for steps taken to 
resolve it.

“Owing to the Home Min-
ister’s focus on the subject, 
the era of insurgency can be 
said to be history in Assam 
now,” the Chief Minister 
said as he attended the sec-
ond and final day of the 70th 
Plenary of the North Eastern 
Council (NEC) at the Assam 
Administrative Staff College, 
Khanapara.

The Chief Minister also 
stated that permanent peace 
in the Northeast would pro-
vide a new fillip to the re-

gion’s growth momentum.
Amit Shah, who is also the 

Chairman of the Shillong-
headquartered statutory ad-
visory body, was also pres-
ent on the occasion.

“The Assam Chief Minister 
also spoke on the measures 
being taken to reach an ami-
cable settlement to the inter-
state border disputes in the 
Northeast, adding that 50 
per cent of Assam’s bound-
ary dispute with Meghalaya 
has already been resolved. 
“Processes have been initi-
ated to reach a permanent 
solution to Assam’s bound-
ary dispute with Arunachal 
Pradesh,” the Chief Minister 
added.

Addressing the plenary, 
the Assam Chief Minister 
spoke on a multitude of is-
sues crucial for inclusive 
and sustainable growth and 
the development of Assam 
in particular and the North-
eastern region in general.

Stressing the need to tackle 
the menaces of narcotics and 
flood in the State, the Chief 
Minister stated the delibera-
tions on the two issues at the 
Plenary would go a long way 
in effectively and efficiently 
dealing with them.
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RuCKuS 

TEJ pRATAp upS ANTE 
AgAINST OWN pARTy MAN
The Rashtriya Janata Dal 
(RJD) national executive 
meeting on Sunday wit-
nessed a ruckus as RJD su-
premo Lalu Prasad’s elder 
son and Bihar cabinet min-
ister Tej Pratap Yadav came 
out of the meeting fuming 
and called the party’s nation-
al general secretary Shyam 
Rajak an agent of Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).

After leaving the meet-
ing, Tej alleged that Shyam 
abused him as well as his 
sister, who is also a minister 
in the Bihar cabinet. 

He said Rajak should be 
removed from the party as 
he is an agent of the BJP and 

RSS.
“Shyam Rajak abused 

me, my personal assistant, 
and my sister today when I 
asked him about the meet-
ing schedule. I have an au-
dio recording and I will put 

it on my social media. Such 
BJP-RSS people should be 
thrown out of the organisa-
tion, “ alleged Tej Pratap.

Meanwhile, Rajak said be-
ing a Dalit, he does not enjoy 
such a privilege.
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ElECTIONS 

BJp CANDIDATES’ lIST FOR upCOMINg ASSEMBly 
By-pOllS IN BIhAR, ODIShA RElEASED 
TDG NeTwork
new delhi  

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) on Sunday released 
the names of its candidates 
for the upcoming by-elec-
tion in Assembly constitu-
encies in Bihar and Odi-
sha. 

The by-elections are sched-
uled for Gopalganj and Mo-
kama constituencies in Bihar 

and Dhamnagar in Odisha.
The BJP has fielded Ku-

sum Devi from Bihar’s 
Gopalganj assembly seat, 
and Sonam Devi has been 
made a candidate from the 
Mokama seat. 

The BJP has given a tick-
et to Suryabanshi Suraj 
Sithiaprajna from the 
Dhamnagar (SC) assembly 
seat of Odisha.

On 3 October, the Elec-

tion Commission of India 
announced the schedule 
for by-elections in seven 
Assembly constituencies 
across the states of Maha-
rashtra, Haryana, Bihar, 
Telangana, Odisha, and 
Uttar Pradesh.

As per the release, the 
assembly constituencies 
where the elections will 
take place are 166-And-
heri East from Maharash-

tra, 47-Adampur from 
Haryana, 93-Munugode 
from Telangana, 139-Gola 
Gokranath from Uttar 
Pradesh, and 46-Dham-
nagar from Odisha.

The two constituencies in 
Bihar where the by-elec-
tions will be conducted are 
178-Mokama and 101-Go-
palganj.

The Gazette notification 
w i l l  b e  i s s u e d  o n  6 

October. The polling on 
the seats will take place 
on 3 November and the 
results will be declared on 
6 November, the release 
stated.

The release also instruct-
ed the authorities to moni-
tor the Covid situation in 
the respective states and 
adhere to Covid-appropri-
ate behaviour during the 
conduct of the elections.  

top of the day

ONE KIllED IN 
BlAST AT pOWER 
gENERATION 
plANT 
naVi mumbai: one 
person was killed and two 
others were injured after 
a major blast occurred at 
a power generation plant 
in navi mumbai’s uran on 
Sunday. as per the prelim-
inary information, initially 
three persons-- techni-
cian Kundanpatil, worker 
Vishnu pail, and Junio 
engineer Vivekdhumale-- 
were injured in the explo-
sion and were taken to the 
national burns hospital in 
airoli. investigating officer 
Suhas Chauhan informed 
that the Je Vivekdhumale 
has succumbed to his 
injuries while undergoing 
treatment.

up CM yOgI 
REvIEWS COvID-19 
SITuATION 
luCKnow: ahead of the 
festival season, up Chief 
minister yogi adityanath 
held a meeting with 
officials over Covid-19 
management in the state 
on Sunday. 
he directed the officials to 
create isolation wards in 
all medical colleges and 
district hospitals of the 
state for people infected 
with dengue and other 
communicable diseas-
es. “home and health 
department will take 
special care about the 
festivals and to prevent 
water-logging anywhere 
in the state, relief material 
should be distributed to 
the affected people in 
the flood-affected areas 
through public represen-
tatives,” Cm yogi said. the 
home department should 
be especially vigilant so 
that no untoward incident 
should happen anywhere 
in the state, he added. 

14 huRT AS BuS 
FAllS OFF hIll IN 
ANDhRA pRADESh
alluri Sitharama 
raJu: nearly 14 people 
were injured when a 
tourist bus carrying 
them fell off a hill in 
the Vanajangi village of 
andhra pradesh’s al-
luri Sitharama raju (aSr) 
district. the bus was going 
from Vishakhapatnam to 
paderu when it fell off the 
hill. all the injured per-
sons have been rescued 
and rushed to the hospital. 
according to the police, an 
auto was approaching the 
bus when it lost control 
and fell off during the 
heavy rainfall. 

NgO FREES 
MENTAlly Ill 
WOMAN IN up’S 
TuNDlA
FiroZabad: a non-gov-
ernment organisation has 
freed a mentally ill woman 
who was kept in chains 
by her family members 
for the past 35 years in 
Firozabad’s tundla in ut-
tar pradesh. the woman 
has been admitted to the 
mental hospital in agra 
for treatment. the nGo 
Sevabharati helped the 
woman. her family mem-
bers had learnt about her 
illness when she was 17 
years old and had kept 
her in chains. according 
to the villagers, she was 
fed by the family through 
a crack in the door and 
was provided with water 
for her bathing through 
the window. the woman 
has been admitted to the 
mental hospital in agra for 
treatment. 

Party leaders at the two-day RJD National Executive meeting.

Amit Shah and Himanta Biswa Sarma at the inauguraton of  
newly-built Convention Centre.



The last time there was 
a ripple effect by the 
Nehru-Gandhis in 

the southern state of Kar-
nataka was nearly a quarter 
century ago, in the summer 
of 1999 when the Congress 
party’s wannabe president 
Sonia Gandhi, attempting 
to replicate Indira Gandhi’s 
comeback into national 
politics from Chikmagalur 
in 1978, and contested the 
Ballari Lok Sabha seat.

Despite her stilted Hindi, 
Sonia trounced the BJP’s 
female stalwart Sushma 
Swaraj; both women, a nov-
elty to the Banjara tribals 
and the unlettered Valmiki 
community who gathered 
in their hundreds to gawk 
at the unlikeliest of electoral 
spectacles.

On Thursday, however, as 
the Congress’ Bharat Jodo 
Yatra swept into BJP ruled 
Karnataka and the Vok-
kaliga bastion of Mandya 
where a Congress-Janata 
Dal-S battle is foretold, six 
days after a remarkable 
run in Marxist -run Kerala, 
an ageing but far more on 
message Sonia, led from the 
front.

There were no speeches, 
no public rallies. And she 
only walked for a little over 
15 minutes before getting 
back into a vehicle, holding 
out the faint promise that 
she may be back when the 
Yatra enters Ballari later this 
week. Even, the scheduled 
informal chat with a clutch 
of party leaders at the Yatra 
before she headed back to 
Delhi was reported to have 
been scrapped.  

Urged by son Rahul Gan-
dhi, who is leading the 150-
day march, to get back in 
the car as she was finding it 
difficult to walk even in the 
shoes her son helped her 
change into, thereby rein-
forcing concerns over her 
poor health, Sonia’s mere 
presence had however sent 
a ripple through the cadres 
on Thursday. She had clear-
ly fired up the local Con-
gress workers as she walked 
alongside former Congress 
chief minister Siddara-
maiah and his rival D.K. 
Shivakumar, with whispers 
of a backroom power shar-
ing deal reported to have 
been reached by Sonia with 
the two men.

Her unstated but primary 
focus on the three day visit 
to the state has been to en-
sure that the first ever inter-
nal polls scheduled for later 
this month, where Gandhi 
family loyalist and Karna-
taka stalwart Mallikarjun 
Kharge is pitted against the 
smooth talking Shashi Tha-
roor, does go through with-
out a hitch; and see to it that 
Kharge, the shoo-in, will be 

able to ready the party to 
face the BJP in a slew of as-
sembly polls, including Kar-
nataka, and the parliamen-
tary polls in 2024, with the 
entire old guard, deployed at 
full strength.

Insiders who took part 
in the walk said the buzz 
among the cadres was pri-
marily on whether the Con-
gress without a single Gan-
dhi–officially-at the helm 
would hold together at all, 
and the efficacy of keeping 
younger leaders like Thar-
oor and Sachin Pilot on the 
sidelines.

What was lost on no-one, 
was that the unspoken 
agenda was to whip up sup-
port for Rahul, and undo 
the damage to his carefully 
crafted image of someone 
who understood the com-
mon man’s problems and 
the importance of conserv-
ing its minorities and SC-ST 
vote-bank, all for a possible 
leadership role in 2024, 
if the Yatra did manage to 
catch the imagination of the 
people.   

Rahul seemed to be los-
ing ground after he was 
attacked on social media 
for sporting designer T-
shirts that OpIndia claims, 
cost nothing less than Rs 
45,000, for flaunting de-
signer walking shoes, and 
even for borrowing the idea 
of using air-conditioned 
containers for the march 
from Pakistani leader and 
‘enemy’ Imran Khan, while 
quietly staying overnight at 
a five star resort. Sonia’s at-
tempt therefore was to bring 
the focus back to the Yatra’s 
main goal -not just energise 
the dwindling cadres and 
widen the Congress’ reach 
among young people and 
women, but highlight the 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s perceived mishan-
dling of the economy, and 
the alleged ‘40% corruption 
charge against CM Bom-
mai’ which the Congress 

and other opposition par-
ties claim they are unable to 
raise, even in parliament. 

That she may be fast losing 
her hold was demonstrated 
by the embarrassing public 
refusal of a trusted aide like 
Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot to follow her 
diktat and give up his chief 
ministership and run the 
party.  

Sonia knows, that just as 
she stepped away from the 
prime ministership when 
she was targeted for being 
a foreigner, she must take 
the Gandhi family out of the 
BJP’s firing line. Handing 
over the reins of the party 
to a trusted group of Con-
gressmen over the course 
of the next few months and 
putting in place a less than 
acrimonious relationship 
between the old guard and 
the new, without challeng-
ing the ‘above the fray ‘place 
of the Gandhis in the party, 
is an imperative.  

Is it less ‘Bharat jodo’ and 
more Congress jodo?  Either 
way, she should take some 
comfort from the pre-poll 
surveys that have handed 
Gujarat to the BJP on a 
platter, but have not done 
the same for Karnataka. 
That Chief Minister Basa-
varaj Bommai-who some 
say, could be replaced by 
Lingayat stalwart B.S. Yed-
dyurappa’s son Vijayendra 
unless corruption charges 
gather pace-is preparing to 
launch his own padayatra 
tells its own story.
Neena Gopal is a veteran jour-
nalist who worked in the Middle 
East as Foreign Editor for Gulf 
News. She covered first Gulf 
War in 1990, war-torn Iraq 
and its neighbours through 
the Second Gulf War. She has 
reported from the LTTE held 
areas in Sri Lanka as well as 
from within Afghanistan. Until 
recently the Resident Editor of 
Deccan Chronicle, Bengaluru, 
she is also the author of ‘The As-
sassination of Rajiv Gandhi’. 

Sonia’s challenge: 
Bharat jodo or 
Congress jodo?
Although the much-talked-about ‘Bharat jodo 
yatra’ is floated to galvanize Congress across 
the country, it seems to be a desperate effort to 
re-position Rahul Gandhi. By joining the son in 
Karnataka, mother Sonia has made it further clear. 

Extraordinary fEat attEmpting a rEvival 

PM Narendra Modi’s ambi-
tious scheme of providing 
piped water to every house-
hold in the country has been 
a massive success, as it has ex-
ceeded its target so far, since 
inception. The flagship ‘Har 
Ghar Nal Se Jal’ has provided 
tap water to over 7 crore ru-
ral households. Also, over 8 
crore rural households now 
have access to clean, drinking 
tap water. 100% rural house-
holds of Goa, Telangana and 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands 
now have tap water connec-
tions with States like Puduch-
erry, Haryana and Gujarat 
inching close to the 100% 
mark.Historically, access to 
clean and safe piped water 
has been a luxury, thanks 
to successively incompetent 
Congress led regimes, for de-
cades together.

Out of 19.19 crore rural 
households in India, only 
16.87% of households had 
tap water connections till 
2019, since the time of in-
dependence. This means, 
at the start of the scheme, 
only around 3.2 crore rural 
households had water con-
nections, and that number 
has more than doubled after 
the launch of the scheme on 
15 August 2019.  

Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) is 
working in partnership with 
various States. Many States 
are using a sensor-based 
service delivery monitoring 
system to monitor the func-
tionality of water supply.It 
basically means, ensuring po-
table water in adequate quan-
tity and of prescribed quality 
to every rural household on 
a regular and long-term ba-
sis. JJM stands at a robust Rs 
3.35 lakh crore, mandates the 
training of five persons in ev-
ery village, especially women, 
in using field test kits, so that 
water can be tested there.  

While implementing JJM, 

States give priority to water 
quality-affected areas, vil-
lages in drought prone and 
desert areas, Scheduled 
Caste/ Scheduled Tribe ma-
jority villages, aspirational 
districts and Sansad Adarsh 
Gram Yojana villages.

The gigantic task of tak-
ing potable water to all rural 
households got a further leg 
up with the 15th Finance 
Commission’s grant of Rs 
30,375 crore to rural local 
bodies. Overall, the allocation 
for JJM stands much higher at 
Rs 3.35 lakh crore,to be spent 
over the next few years. The 
grant is being utilised for two 
components: First, the sup-
ply of drinking water, rain 
water harvesting and water 
recycling; and, second, for 
sanitation and the mainte-
nance of an open defecation-
free status. Clearly, for the 
Modi government, big bang 
reforms and the provision 
of basic amenities and sani-
tation run in parallel. Work 
is also in full swing, with the 
likes of Himachal Pradesh, 
Haryana and Mizoram like-
ly to provide piped drinking 
water to all rural households 
by the end of 2022, two years 
ahead of the deadline. Goa has 
already earned the enviable 
distinction of becoming the 
first “Har Ghar Jal” state in 
the country, as it successfully 
provides 100% functional 
household tap connections 
(FHTCs) to over 2.30 lakh 
rural households. 

The “Nal Se Jal” scheme 
is based on a unique model 
under which villagers will 
decide for themselves about 
how much to pay for the 
water they consume. For 
example, large families will 
pay more as their consump-
tion will be higher, while 
poor families or those with 
no earning members will pay 
less. Under this scheme, the 
Modi government will pro-
vide a minimum of 55 litres 
of water per person per day, 
which is commendable for 
the sheer size of the task at 
hand. The inspiration for this 
model came from Gujarat’s 
potable water supply scheme 
implemented by the Water & 
Sanitation Management Or-
ganisation (WASMO). The 

WASMO scheme helped 79% 
rural households in Gujarat 
get potable water supply, 
which is the second-highest 
number in the country, after 
Goa.

In Gujarat, “paani samitis” 
(water committees) have been 
set up in every village, which 
decide the amount of tariff 
to be charged from the con-
sumers. The final approval 
is given by the gram sabha. 
The committees comprise 
10 to 15 elected members of 
the panchayat, of which 50% 
are women. The “Bank Mi-
tras”, largely women, have 
made the Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) 
one of the biggest financial 
inclusion schemes world-
wide. Similarly, the “Nal Se 
Jal” scheme also deploys 
women in large numbers and 
will have villagers bear 10% 
of the capital cost of a project 
under the scheme, either in 
cash or in kind (in the form 
of labour). Once the project 
is completed, the villagers 
will get their money back 
and the responsibility for its 
maintenance and operation 
will be handed over to them. 
This decentralised model 
would help in giving a sense 
of ownership to the villagers 
and encourage community 
participation. While the Cen-
tral government is there for 
providing most of the funds 
and hand-holding, it is the vil-
lagers who will decide what 
they want. 

The fact that cleanliness, 
sanitation and access to the 
basics are at the core of PM 
Modi’s development mantra 
is also exemplified by the 
“Blue Flag” tag received by 
over eight Indian beaches, 
in the very first attempt. In 
order to qualify for this tag, 
33 stringent criteria relating 
to environmental standards, 
bathing water quality, edu-
cational, safety, services and 
accessibility standards must 
be met by the beaches. These 
beaches are now considered 
among the cleanest in the 
world and this is a recogni-
tion of India’s drive towards 
a clean environment and con-
servation.

People are far more aware 
now with regard to the envi-
ronment, which is evident 
from the fact that 5.16 crore 
people came together to form 
a 18,000 km long human 
chain across the state of Bihar 
in 2020,in support of the Jal-
Jeevan-Hariyali (WaterLife-
Greenery) campaign recently.

Besides the “Har Ghar Jal” 
mission, the National Mission 
for Clean Ganga (NMCG), 

the national body leading 
the efforts for the cleaning 
and rejuvenation of river 
Ganga, has seen significant 
progress with the “Namami 
Gange” project, with over 
Rs 10,000 crore, out of the 
budgeted Rs 20,000 crore, 
spent. The project is not just 
about cleaning but also aims 
at improving the ecology, 
conserving biodiversity, pro-
tecting wetlands and springs 
and enhancing India’s water 
security. When the project 
started, around 3,000 MLD 
(million litres per day) of sew-
age was being dumped into 
the Ganga, with a treatment 
capacity of less than 1,000 
MLD. But now, the treatment 
capacity exceeds 2,000 MLD 
and is likely to reach 3,300 
MLD in the next two years. 
In Uttarakhand, almost the 
entire required capacity has 
been created, with four STPs 
in Haridwar (68 MLD), Ri-
shikesh (26 MLD) and Muni 
Ki Reti (7.5 and 5 MLD) being 
commissioned during the last 
few months, during the lock-
down. Similarly, in Kanpur, 
Prayagraj and Patna, STPs 
are being completed. All 
along the 2,500 km stretch of 
the Ganga, sewage capacity is 
being created. This includes 
areas like Patna where there 
was almost no sewage treat-
ment capacity earlier.

The Modi government’s 
idea is not to build and for-
get. There is a built-in com-
ponent for operations and 
maintenance in all his proj-
ects for 15 years. This govern-
ment has moved beyond the 
construction era and entered 
the performance based era. 
Besides the above, “Ganga 
Avalokan” was also inaugu-
rated by PM Modi, which is 
the first museum on Ganga 
and is aimed at showcasing 
the biodiversity, culture and 
rejuvenation activities done 
in the river. The museum 
is situated in Chandi Ghat, 
Haridwar.

It would suffice to say that 
for PM Modi, clean water 
is more than just a mission 
statement. Water scarcity 
affects every continent and 
about 2.8 billion people 
around the world for at least 
one month every year. Glob-
ally, more than 1.2 billion 
people lack access to clean 
drinking water. Hence, PM 
Modi’s clarion call for water 
conservation and rejuvena-
tion is both timely and much 
needed. 
Sanju Verma is an Economist, 
National Spokesperson of BJP 
and Bestselling Author of “The 
Modi Gambit”.

Water revolution in India 
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The Election Commission 
in a controversial interim 
order has frozen the name 
and symbol of the Shiv 
Sena thereby compelling 
both the factions to seek al-
ternative symbol and name 
for the time being. Former 
Chief Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray has described 
the order as “injustice’’ and 
many of his other followers 
said that the EC had tried to 
favour the Eknath Shinde 
faction. The interim order 
essentially pertains to the 
Andheri East by-election 
which is being fought by 
the Uddhav Thackeray 
group and the BJP. The 
Shinde faction is an ally of 
the BJP and would be sup-

porting its candidate who 
is in the fray on the Lotus 
symbol. Thereby this rul-
ing would impact the Ud-
dhav faction. The ECI shall 
be giving its final verdict 
later and in the meanwhile 
the former Chief Minister 
has asked the Commission 
to allot the name of Balasa-
heb Thackeray Shiv Sena to 
it. The EC shall also provide 
an option of choosing an 
alternative symbol for the 
Andheri East by-poll. Ma-
harashtra Chief Minister, 
Eknath Shinde, who has 
the support of the major-
ity of elected MLAs has de-
manded that the Bow and 
Arrow symbol be allotted to 
his faction. However, Udhav 

Balasaheb Thackeray, on 
the other hand has claimed 
that majority of the party’s 
cadres were with him and 
so the symbol had to be with 
him. He has accused Eknath 
Shinde of trying to cut short 
the processes by mak-
ing attempts to influence 
the Election Commission. 
The two factions had held 
separate rallies on the Vijay 
Dashmi day in what was 
interpreted in the State’s 
political circles as a show of 
strength. The Chief Minis-
ter and his supporters mo-
bilized their supporters to 
bring in huge crowds. The 
Uddhav Thackeray group 
held their mammoth meet-
ing at the traditional Shivaji 

Park in Mumbai, where the 
first Shiv Sena rally was or-
ganised more than 55 years 
ago by the Sena founder 
Balasaheb Thackeray. The 
test of real strength is also 
evincing keen interest and 
it is felt that the Andheri 
East by-polls and the Bom-
bay Municipal Corpora-
tion elections would have a 
great bearing on the future 
of Maharashtra politics. 
Eknath Shinde being in the 
government along with the 
BJP is flexing his muscles 
and shall not allow his rival 
faction to have a cakewalk 
victory. In fact, the two 
would be in a very keenly 
fought election this year it-
self. While the significance 

of the symbol is important, 
in this day and age when the 
social media is extremely 
pro-active, it shall not be a 
difficult task to spread the 
information regarding a 
new symbol, if it gets allot-
ted to either faction by the 
Election Commission. It 
is also likely that the Elec-
tion Commission decision 
would be challenged in the 
Apex court and there is ev-
ery possibility that the Bow 
and Arrow symbol could 
be permanently frozen in 
the process. There have 
been several instances in 
the past where the Symbol 
fight has resulted in a bitter 
war amongst the involved 
parties. One may recall that 

way back in 1969 when the 
Congress split following 
Indira Gandhi’s serious 
differences with many of 
her senior colleagues, the 
Congress (Requisitionists), 
her faction, opted for a new 
symbol after the original 
Congress symbol of Two 
Bullocks and a plough was 
frozen. The Congress (orga-
nization) settled for a new 
symbol as well, A woman 
weaving on a Charkha. 
The Congress was allotted 
the Cow and Calf symbol. 
It was on this symbol, she 
swept the 1971 Lok Sabha 
polls after giving a clarion 
call for Garibi Hatao, a 
slogan coined by former 
Delhi College lecturer and 

later Metropolitan Coun-
cillor, Ashok Chatterjee. 
The full form of the slo-
gan was “Woh Kehte Hain 
Indira Hatao, Mein Kehti 
Hoon ke Garibi Hatao’’. She 
again emerged victorious 
in the 1972 Assembly elec-
tions. In the Congress, the 
second split took place in 
1978 and the Indira Gan-
dhi faction was allotted the 
Hand symbol. This was fa-
cilitated by another Delhi 
Congressman and former 
AICC member, Bansi Lal 
Mehta, who used his per-
sonal friendship with the 
then Chief Election Com-
missioner, S.L. Shakdhar 
to obtain the Hand symbol. 
The first election won by the 

Congress on the Hand sym-
bol was in a municipal ward 
of East Delhi. However, on 
the national scene, Mohsina 
Kidwai emerged victorious 
from Azamgarh subse-
quently on the same symbol 
to enter the Lok Sabha in a 
by-election. There are mul-
tiple instances of the inter-
nal fights over the symbols 
by warring factions. When 
the CPI split in the 1960s, 
the CPI (M) opted for a new 
symbol, Sickle and Ham-
mer with a Star. The Shiv 
Sena symbol case would 
be closely watched by the 
party’s supporters, cadres 
and all those interested in 
politics.

Pankaj Vohra

perspective  
sena vs sena 

ElEction commission frEEzEs shiv sEna namE and symbol in intErim ordEr
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It has been directed by the 
Bombay High Court To Ma-
harashtra Government for 
considering Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC) Commissioner 
Iqbal Chahal’s suggestion of 
handing over all the roads in 
Greater Mumbai to the civic 
body for their better mainte-
nance and upkeep.

The Court while hearing a 
contempt matter related to 
the bad condition of roads, 
founds Chahal’s proposal 

“appealing” while consid-
ering it from the aspect of 
monitoring, coordinating, 
upkeep and maintenance of 
the roads.

The division bench com-
prising of Chief Justice Di-
pankar Datta and Justice 
MS Karnik observed and 
has stated that it expects 
the civic body to complete 
concretization work on all 
its roads within 30 months. 
Thus, it stated that the total 
length of the roads under 
BMC is 2050 kms and ce-

ment concretization is com-
plete on around 990 kms.

The court passed the or-
der on a contempt applica-
tion filed by Advocate Ruju 
Thakkar in a suo motu PIL 
on the poor condition of 
roads in the state. It was 
submitted by Thakkar that 
there was no improvement 
at the ground level despite 
an authoritative judgement 
of the Bombay HC on the is-
sue in 2018.

Further, it was blamed by 

her that “erring contractors” 
not being made accountable 
for various deaths within 
and outside city limits due 
to potholes.

A detailed presentation is 
needed by BMC Commis-
sioner on the municipality’s 
action plan for a pothole-free 
Mumbai. The main concern 
of the commissioner was 
that many roads within 
Mumbai in poor condition, 
are not under the BMC.

However, these roads are 

under different planning au-
thorities like Mumbai Met-
ropolitan Regional Develop-
ment Authority (MMRDA), 
Mumbai Metro Rail Corpo-
ration Limited (MMRCL), 
Maharashtra State Road 
Development Corporation 
(MSRDC), Maharashtra In-
dustrial Development Cor-
poration (MIDC), Mumbai 
Port Trust (MbPT), Public 
Works Department (PWD), 
Airport Authority of India 
(AAI), Bhabha Atomic Re-

search Centre (BARC), Rash-
triya Chemical Fertilizers 
(RCF), Railway Authority, 
Forest Authority, Navy and 
SRA.

In the order, the court not-
ed that it is seen that some 
of the roads, not within the 
control of MCGM are in a 
bad condition.

It has been agreed with the 
Commissioner that bringing 
all roads under one planning 
authority would be a step 
forward in ensuring better 
roads.

The BMC commissioner’s 
submission had been re-
corded in the order that 
bringing all roads under one 
planning authority would be 
a step forward in ensuring 
better roads.

It  stated that out of 
2050kms roads, 990 kms 
of roads have been concret-
ized, tenders have been 
awarded for concretization 
of the roads to the extent of 
265 kms and by November 
tenders will be awarded for 
397 kms roads and the bal-
ance length, to be improved 

in Phase-II, is 398 kms.
Further, chahal told the 

court that the Commission-
er’s assurance of repairing 
the 20 worst roads was also 
recorded. All the potholes 
will be immediately fixed.

It has also been said by 
the PWD Secretary that the 
state government was also 
concerned about pothole-
ridden roads and doing ev-
erything possible for their 
improvement.

Further, the bench added 
that we are satisfied with the 
assurance that proper steps 
would be taken to curb the 
menace. No doubt, the State 
Government and MCGM 
will audit the performance 
of the erring road contrac-
tors responsible for the bad 
road conditions. Thus, our 
immediate concern is ensur-
ing that MCGM takes urgent 
steps in fixing the potholes 
existing as on today.

The bench stated that it 
would monitor the progress 
every two months and post-
ed the matter for hearing on 
December 1, 2022.

IN COURT

Bombay High Court To Maharashtra 
Govt: Consider Handing Over All Roads 
Within Greater Mumbai To BMC

TDG NETWORK 

The Madras High Court in 
the case Seeman and Others 
Vs. IOP Chennai observed 
and has recently quashed a 
case against 13 persons who 
had allegedly raised slogans 
condemning the implemen-
tation of National Education 
Police 2020 by the Union 
Government and without 
getting of the prior permis-
sion from the concerned 
authority.

The bench comprising of 
Justice G. K. Ilanthiraiyan 
observed and has quashed 
the entire proceedings of 

the criminal case pending 
on the file of Judicial Mag-
istrate No.II at Poonamallee 
which arose out of the FIR 
registered by the respon-
dent police for the offences 
under Sections 143, 188, and 
117 of Indian Penal Code, 
1860 for their alleged act of 
protest.

The court while quash-
ing the proceedings, it was 
noted by the High Court 
that the police officer was 
not a competent person to 
register an FIR for the of-
fences under Section 188 
of IPC and thus, the final 
report or FIR was liable to 

be quashed for the offences 
under Section 188 of IPC.

Further, the court ob-
served regarding the charge 
of Section 143 that since the 

complaint did not state how 
the protest formed by the 
petitioners and others was 
an unlawful protest and 
also, it did not satisfy the 

requirements of Section 
143 of IPC, however, the fi-
nal report was liable to be 
quashed.

The court observed that for 
taking cognizance of the of-
fences under Section 188 of 
IPC, a complaint should be 
lodged by the public servant 
in writing and other than 
that no Court has the power 
to take cognizance of the of-
fence.

At the Outset, the court 
referred to Madras High 
Court’s ruling in the case of 
Jeevanandham and others 
Vs. State rep. by the Inspec-
tor of Police, Karur District, 

wherein the court held that a 
Police Officer cannot register 
an FIR for any of the offences 
falling under Section 172 to 
188 of IPC and for taking 
cognizance of the offences 
under Section 188 of the In-
dian Penal Code and a com-
plaint should be lodged by 
the Public Servant in writing 
and other than that no Court 
has the power to take cogni-
zance of the offence.

Accordingly, the court 
quashed the proceedings in 
the case pending on the file 
of Judicial Magistrate No.II, 
Poonamallee and the instant 
plea was allowed.

IN COURT

Madras High Court: Case Quashed Against 
13 Protestors Who Allegedly Raised Slogans 
Against National Education Policy 2020
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The Supreme Court in the 
case Mukesh Singh ver-
sus State of Uttar Pradesh 

observed and has reiterated that 
the chief examination and cross-
examination of a witness must be 
recorded on the same day or the 
following day. Thus, there should 
be no ground for adjournment 
in recording the examination-in-
chief/cross-examination of the 
witnesses.

The bench comprising of Justice 
Ajay Rastogi and Justice CT Ravi-
kumar observed and has made 
these observations while consid-
ering a special leave petition chal-
lenging an order granting bail to 
an accused in a murder case. Thus, 
the petitioner informed the Court 
that the examination of prosecu-
tion witness was getting adjourned 
despite the mandate under Section 
309 of the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure.

While taking the note of this situ-
ation, the bench observed that the 
mandate of law itself postulate that 
examination-in-chief followed 
with cross-examination is to be 
recorded either on the same day or 
on the day following. It stated that 
there should not be any ground 
for adjournment in recording the 
examination-in-chief/cross-exam-
ination of the prosecution witness, 
as the case may be.

It was noted by the bench that 
this dictum was stated in the case 
Vinod Kumar versus State of Pun-
jab (2015) 3 SCC 220. It was di-
rected by the bench the trial court 
to expedite the trial, while taking 
note of Section 309 CrPC and the 
case law precedent, and further 
directed that examination-in-chief 
and cross-examination is to be re-
corded either on the same day or 
on the day following but no long 
adjournment should be granted 
while recording of the statement 
of prosecution witnesses.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: CHIEF EXAMINATION & CROSS-
EXAMINATION OF WITNESS MUST BE RECORDED 
ON THE SAME DAY OR FOLLOWING DAY

TDG NETWORK 

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: REFUSED TO 
ENTERTAIN CHALLENGE AGAINST 
BIHAR CRICKET ASSOCIATION 
ELECTION; ALLOWS PETITIONER 
TO AVAIL OTHER REMEDIES

The Supreme Court in the 
case BCCI v. Cricket As-
sociation of Bihar And Ors 
observed in a plea assailing 
the outcome of the elections 
of the Bihar Cricket Board 
that took place on 25.09.2022, 
the Top Court has granted 
liberty to the petitioner to 
approach the appropriate 
forum to seek remedy. It 
was noted by the court that 
it is not proper for the Apex 
Court to consider disputed 
questions in the present pro-
ceedings.

The court is of considered 
view that any challenge to 
the elections which has tak-
en place can be pursued by 
adopting suitable remedies 
as are open in law. It is nor 
proper neither appropriate 
for this Court to enter into a 
disputed question by enter-
taining an Interlocutory Ap-
plication for reliefs in these 
proceedings.

It has been clarified by the 
Apex Court that it does not 
think it fit to pursue the exer-
cise of contempt jurisdiction.

The Electoral Officer 
would be at liberty to notify 
the results and the results of 
the AGM may be duly pub-
lished, in view of the disposal 
of these proceedings.

The bench comprising of 
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud 
and Justice Hima Kohli ob-
served and has granted lib-
erty to the Electoral Officer 
to notify the results and to 
publish the results of the An-
nual General Meeting held 
on 25.09.2022.

However, Mr. Anupam Lal 
Das, Senior Advocate ap-
pearing on behalf of the ap-
plicant contended that the 
electoral college for the Bihar 
Cricket Board election was 
altered and the Constitution 
of the Bihar Cricket Board 
was amended without the 
approval of the Apex Court. 
Mr. ANS Nadkarni, Senior 
Advocate appearing on be-
half of the Bihar Cricket As-
sociation, it was argued that 
an application has been filed 
seeking the leave to imple-
ment the proposed amend-

ments and the elections have 
taken place on the basis of 
the unamended Constitution.

It was raised allegations 
by Mr. Das that an Electoral 
Officer was summoned from 
Goa in violation of the un-
amended Constitution of the 
Bihar Cricket Association, 
which requires the Electoral 
Officer to be from the State of 
Bihar. It was assailed by him 
that the alteration of the defi-
nition of the expression ‘full 
member’, which he argued 
was a ploy to include District 
Associations and local clubs. 
Also, it was argued that the 
candidates who contested for 
the post of President, Secre-
tary and Treasurer were not 
named in the draft or final 
electoral roll.

A communication was 
sent by the Electoral Of-
ficer on 22.09.2022., it was 
stated that six candidates 
were elected unopposed to 
the posts of President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Joint 
Secretary, Treasurer and 
Counsellor (the District 
Representative) of the Bi-
har Cricket Association. On 
25.09.2022, the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting of the Associa-
tion took place. It has been 
allowed by the Apex Court 
to AGM to take place on the 
scheduled date, but asked 
the Association to place the 
result before it in a sealed 
cover. Before the Apex Court, 
the report has been filled by 
the Apex Court suggesting 
that the election process 
commenced on 28.08.2022. 

Thus, nominations were 
called from Full District/
Members Cricket Associa-
tions between 12th September 
and 14th September, 2022 for 
nominating their representa-
tives to the electoral roll. Out 
of 41 nominations, 32 names 
were found a place in the final 
electoral roll. Further, nine 
nominations were received 
for filing up six posts of the 
Committee of Management of 
the Bihar Cricket Association 
and the election results were 
notified on the basis that six 
candidates were being elect-
ed to the concerned posts 
 unopposed.
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The provisional figures of 
Direct Tax collections up to 
8th October, 2022 continue 
to register steady growth.

Direct Tax collections up 
to 8th October, 2022 show 
that gross collections are at 

Rs. 8.98 lakh crore which 
is 23.8% higher than the 
gross collections for the 
corresponding period of 
last year. Direct Tax collec-
tion, net of refunds, stands 
at Rs. 7.45 lakh crore which 
is 16.3% higher than the 
net collections for the cor-

responding period of last 
year. This collection is 
52.46% of the total Budget 
Estimates of Direct Taxes 
for F. Y. 2022-23.

So far as the growth rate 
for Corporate Income Tax 
(CIT) and Personal Income 
Tax (PIT) in terms of gross 

revenue collections is con-
cerned, the growth rate for 
CIT is 16.73% while that 
for PIT (including STT) is 
32.30%. After adjustment 
of refunds, the net growth 
in CIT collections is 16.29% 
and that in PIT collections 
is 17.35% (PIT only)/16.25% 

(PIT including STT). Re-
funds amounting to Rs.1.53 
lakh crore have been issued 
during the period 1st April, 
2022 to 8th October 2022, 
which are 81.0% higher 
than refunds issued dur-
ing the same period in the 
preceding year.

DIRECT TAX COLLECTIONS FOR F.Y. 2022-23 UP TO 08.10.2022
TAX

TDG NETWORK 

As a part of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s Skill In-
dia Mission to boost career 
opportunities and practi-
cal training, the Ministry 
of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) 
is organizing Pradhan Man-
tri National Apprenticeship 
Melas (PMNAM) on October 
10, 2022, across 280 loca-
tions in 28 states and Union 
Territories.

Several local businesses 
have been invited to be part 
of the Mela to provide local 
youth with the opportu-
nity to shape their careers 
through apprenticeship 
training. Participating com-
panies will have the chance 
to meet potential appren-
tices on a single platform 
and choose applicants on 
the spot. Apprenticeship 
Melas are held on the sec-
ond Monday of each month 
to increase the employabil-
ity of India’s youth. Follow-
ing the completion of the 
programmes, the company 
which is providing the train-
ing is likely to hire the stu-
dent as an employee.

Individuals can register for 
the Mela by visiting https://
www.apprenticeshipindia.
gov.in/ and to find the Me-
la’s nearest location. To be 
eligible to apply, the students 
must have a 5th-12th grade 
pass certificate, a skill train-
ing certificate, an ITI Di-

ploma, or a graduate degree 
to participate. Those who 
have already enrolled have 
been requested to reach the 
venue with all the relevant 
documents.

Expressing his views on 
the Pradhan Mantri Na-
tional Apprenticeship Mela, 
Shri Atul Kumar Tiwari, 
Secretary, Ministry of Skill 
Development and Entrepre-
neurship, said that Appren-
ticeship training facilitates 
‘learning by earning’ and 
‘learning by doing’, combin-
ing formal education with 
hands-on experience and 
improving links between 
industry and training in-
stitutions. Moreover, the 
Apprenticeship Melas have 
a significant impact on the 
expanding numbers of ap-
prenticeships and their suc-
cessful execution across the 
country. He also added that 
upgrading the Apprentice-
ship Act 1961 not only en-
sured that the programmes 
provide additional job op-
portunities for talented in-

dividuals, but also there is 
a smooth transition from 
school to work life for young 
adults, who join the work-
force.

Apprenticeship Melas 
will be hosted in the coun-
try every month, wherein 
selected individuals will 
receive a monthly stipend 
in accordance with govern-
ment criteria for gaining new 
skills. Apprenticeship is con-
sidered the most sustainable 
model of skill development, 
and it has been getting a big 
boost under Skill India Mis-
sion. More than 22+ lakhs 
active apprentices have been 
engaged till date.

The government is striving 
to train 1 million youth per 
annum through apprentice-
ship training and to fulfill 
this mission, PMNAM is be-
ing used as a platform to in-
crease the participation of es-
tablishments and students. It 
is also providing awareness 
to the youth on various op-
portunities existing across 
the participating companies.

The Pradhan Mantri 
National Apprenticeship 
Mela to be conducted in 
280 locations across India 
on October 10th, 2022

EMPLOYMENT
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Several local businesses have been invited to be part of the 
Mela and provide apprenticeship opportunities to the youth

Union Minister of Youth 
Affairs and Sports Anurag 
Singh Thakur inaugurated 
a Water Sports Center in 
Koldam Barmana, Bilas-
pur, Himachal Pradesh, on 
Sunday morning. The Wa-
ter Sports Centre, the very 
first of its kind in Himachal 
Pradesh, has been jointly 
initiated by the Sports Au-
thority of India (SAI) and 
National Thermal Power 
Corporation (NTPC).

The Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) was 
also exchanged between 
SAI and NTPC during the 
event.

Sharing how the centre 
was set up at short notice, 
Anurag Singh Thakur men-
tioned, “In just one month’s 
time, the water sports ar-
rangements have been done 
and I want to thank SAI and 
NTPC officials who have 
made this possible. “40 play-
ers will be chosen who will 
take part in Rowing, Kayak-
ing and Canoeing. There are 

state of the art equipments 
and boys and girls will get 
hostel and training facilities. 
We are also hopeful there 

will be national competi-
tions in the centre as well.”

The centre will be dedicat-
ed to training ahletes in wa-

ter sports like Rowing, Ca-
noeing and Kayaking. Also 
during the event, Thakur 
felicitated the Himachal 

Pradesh women’s Kabaddi 
team who won a gold medal 
at the ongoing 36th National 
Games in Gujarat.

The first of its kind Water 
Sports Centre is a joint 
initiative of SAI and NTPC

SPORTS

TDG NETWORK 

The Union Home and 
Cooperation Minister, 
Amit Shah, today pre-

sided over the 70th plenary 
meeting of the North Eastern 
Council in Guwahati, Assam. 
Union Minister For Culture, 
Tourism And Development 
Of North Eastern Region, G. 
Kishan Reddy and Minister 
of State for Ministry of De-
velopment of North Eastern 
Region and Ministry of Co-
operation, Shri B.L.Verma, 
the Governors and Chief 
Ministers of the North East-
ern States and senior officers 
of various departments of the 
Centre and the North East-
ern States were also present 
in the meeting.

In his address, Amit Shah 
said that there were three 
major hurdles in the path of 
development of Northeast 
for decades – violence and 
unrest by extremist groups, 
lack of rail, road and air con-
nectivity in the Northeast 
and absence of thrust on 
development of Northeast 
by previous governments 
. He said that the develop-
ment of the Northeast was 
never a priority for the pre-
vious governments. But, un-
der the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
the Government of India has 
made many efforts in the 
last 8 years to bring peace in 
the Northeast, to increase all 
connectivity and to give pri-
ority to the development of 
this region.

The Union Home Minister 

said that the whole of India 
considers the languages, cul-
tures, cuisine and costumes 
of the Northeast of the coun-
try as its heritage and the  
government led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is 
making every effort to pre-
serve and promote the natu-
ral identity of this region. He 
said that in the last 8 years, 
the  government has made 
many efforts to solve all the 
problems of the Northeast by 
finding their root cause.

Amit Shah urged the Chief 
Ministers of the North East-
ern States to make full use 

and benefit of NESAC data 
for flood control, irriga-
tion, tourism, afforestation 
and agriculture. He said 
that the Chief Ministers of 
North Eastern States should 
appoint a nodal officer for 
NESAC in their states so that 
maximum and better use of 
this platform can be made.

 The Union Home and Co-
operation Minister said that 
the government  led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi at 
the Centre believes that all-
round development of the 
country is possible only by 
taking all the languages of 

the country together and a 
provision has been made in 
the new National Education 
Policy that primary educa-
tion should be in the mother 
tongue.

Amit Shah said that Indian 
economy is currently ranked 
fifth in the world and finan-
cial discipline by the North-
eastern states is necessary to 
contribute to making it sec-
ond in the world. Highlight-
ing the importance of natural 
farming and digital farming, 
Shah said that natural farm-
ing and digital farming are 
a matter of priority for the 

government of India and  
process of  forming a multi-
state cooperative society by 
merging Amul and 5 other 
cooperatives for certification 
of natural products is also 
started. He said that after 
certification of these prod-
ucts, this cooperative society 
will also ensure their export, 
so that the profit  will go di-
rectly to the bank accounts 
of the farmers. Shah said 
that more than 500 labo-
ratories across the country 
will certify the quality of soil 
and natural products. The 
Union Home Minister said 

that flood-free and drug-free 
Northeast is very important 
for the government led by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. Emphasizing over the 
measures to prevent floods, 
Shri Shah said that the pur-
pose of hydro power plants is 
not only to generate energy, 
but they can also be used in 
flood prevention. Apart from 
this, ideal use of 271 wetlands 
can also help in preventing 
floods. He urged to keep the 
North Eastern states free 
from the use of single use 
plastic for environmental 
protection.

HOME MINISTER SHAH PRESIDED OVER THE 70TH 
PLENARY MEETING OF THE NORTH EASTERN COUNCIL 

DEVELOPMENT

There have been three major roadblocks to the 
development of the North East for decades - vio-
lence by extremist groups, lack of rail, road and air 
connectivity and lack of thrust on development of 
the Northeast by previous governments
The Government of India under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has made many ef-
forts in the last 8 years to bring peace to the North 
East, for enhancing connectivity and giving priority 
to the development of the region
Everyone in the counyry considers the languages, 
cultures, cuisines and costumes of the North East 
as its heritage and the Government led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is striving to preserve and 
promote the identity of this region
After finding the root cause of all the problems 
of the North East, Government of India has made 
many efforts to solve them
Union Home Minister urges Chief Ministers of 
North Eastern States to make full use of NESAC 
for flood control, irrigation, tourism, afforestation 
and agriculture
Chief Ministers of North Eastern States to appoint 
a nodal officer for NESAC in their States for its 
maximum and better utilization
The Government led by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi  believes that all-round development of the 
country is possible by taking all the languages of 
India together and a provision has been made in 
the new National Education Policy that primary 
education should onlybein the mother tongue
Financial discipline by the North Eastern States is 
essential to contribute in making Indian economy 
the second largest in the world
Government led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
is giving priority to natural agriculture and digital 
agriculture and for certification of natural prod-
ucts, process  to form a Multi-State cooperative 
society by merging Amul and 5 other cooperative 
societies has been started
More than 500 laboratories across the country to 
certify quality of soil and natural products
Government under leadership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is committed to important cam-
paigns like flood free and drug free North East
Request to keep North Eastern States free from 
use of single use plastic for environmental protec-
tion
Purpose of hydro power plants is not only to 
generate energy, butcan also be used in flood 
prevention, besides ideal use of 271 wetlands can 
also help in preventing floods

TDG NETWORK 
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top of the day

4 injured in 
granade attack 
at checkpost
Quetta: at least four 
people were injured after 
unidentified motorcyclists 
hurled a hand grenade on 
the Sariab Road of Paki-
stan’s Quetta at a security 
check post on Saturday 
night.
the police official said 
that four civilians, who 
were walking on the side 
of the road when the 
attack took place, were 
injured and two of them 
were taken to the hospital, 
Dawn reported. “We have 
received four injured in 
the trauma centre,” said 
Dr Wasim Baig, a hospital 
doctor. Security forces 
cordoned off the area 
and launched a search 
operation and took some 
suspects for interroga-
tion.

13 injured as 
shout outside 
football game
toleDo :  a shooting 
occurred at Whitmer 
High School in the uS 
state of ohio, during their 
game against Central 
Catholic High School, 
which resulted in three 
people receiving non-fatal 
gunshot wounds, includ-
ing two adults and one 
juvenile, police officials 
said. “at approximately 
9:32 PM, a toledo Police 
officer, who was work-
ing off-duty at the game, 
informed lucas County 
Dispatch that shots were 
being fired at Whitmer 
Memorial Stadium,” the 
toledo Police department 
said in a statement on 
october 8. 
after the shots were fired, 
the officer who was also 
working the game, began 
evacuating attendees 
and searching for victims. 
officers and deputies 
eventually discovered the 
three victims near the 
football field house.

 2 killed as 
protest across 
iran intensify
teHRan : Iran’s security 
forces on Saturday inten-
sified their crackdown 
over anti-government 
protests resulting in the 
death of two persons.
In Sanandaj, security 
forces shot and killed a 
driver in his car, while 
in one of the schools in 
Saqqez, two teachers 
were injured, according to 
the Iranian human rights 
group Hengaw. another 
protester was shot in 
the abdomen by IRGC 
security forces and died, 
Hengaw said.

“Students in the schools 
in Sanandaj and Saqqez 
started the protests.

2.7 mn malaria 
cases in 32 
districts: pak
ISlaMaBaD : WHo on 
Saturday warned of 2.7 
million malaria cases 
in flood-hit Pakistan in 
32 districts by January 
2023. the organization 
urged international com-
munity “do a lot more” 
for flood-hit Pakistan. 
Cholera, measles and 
dengue outbreaks are 
among other diseases, 
reported Geo news. 
Declaring Pakistan floods 
as Grade 3 emergency 
expressed its concern 
over the second wave of 
disease outbreaks grasp-
ing the flood-stricken 
areas of Pakistan the war  
continue to claim lives in 
afghanistan.

suspicious

North Korea fires ballistic 
missile over Japan
TDG NETWORK
tokyo

The Japanese announced on 
Saturday that North Korea 
had launched a suspected 
ballistic missile, the Japanese 
announced on Saturday.

“ [ E m e rge n c y  a l e r t] : 
North Korea has launched 
a suspected ballistic mis-
sile. More updates to follow, 
“Japan PM’s Office said in 
a tweet. The missile is be-
lieved to have fallen outside 
Japan’s Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) citing Japanese 
government officials. 

The Japanese authorities 
said they have not received 
any reports of damage to 
ships related to Japan. 

Meanwhile, the South 
Korean military said North 
Korea fired two short-range 
ballistic missiles (SRBMs) 
toward the East Sea

This comes a day after the 
US and South Korea fin-
ished a naval exercise. The 
South Korean military said 
it detected the launches 
from Munchon in Gangwon 
Province. 

On Tuesday, North Korea 
launched an unidentified 
ballistic missile over Japan. 
This is the first such missile 
launch in years, prompting a 
warning for residents to take 
cover in northern Japan. 

The United States and 
South Korea jointly conduct-
ed a bombing drill on a Yellow 
Sea island, hours after North 
Korea launched an interme-
diate-range ballistic missile 
(IRBM). The US condemned 
the incident and Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken warned 
that if North Korea continues 
“down this road” of provoca-
tion, it will only increase the 
condemnation, increase the 

isolation and increase the 
steps that are taken in re-
sponse to their actions.

Last week, North Korea 
fired missiles in an apparent 
protest against joint naval 
drills involving the United 
States and South Korea. 
Under the Kim Jong-un re-
gime, North Korea this year 
has tested a record number 
of missiles as it expands its 
weapons arsenal.

At least 17 people have 
been killed and 40 
others injured after 

a rocket struck Ukraine’s 
Zaporizhzhia area on Sat-
urday.  Acting Mayor of Za-
porizhzhia Anatoly Kurtev 
said that in the attack, five 
houses were destroyed and 
apartment buildings were 
damaged. Earlier, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-

sky, while addressing the na-
tion on Saturday, said that a 
fierce battle is taking place 
around the city of Bakhmut 
in the eastern Donetsk re-
gion. 

“We are holding positions 
in Donbas, in particular 
in the Bakhmut direction, 
where now it is very, very 
hard, very tough fighting,” 
Zelensky said. “Today, I 
would like to once again 
mention our soldiers from 
the Kholodny Yar 93rd Sepa-

rate Mechanized Brigade for 
their courage and sustained 
power in this direction.” 

Zaporizhzhia is a major city 
in southern Ukraine, not far 
from the front line, and the 
site of a nuclear power plant 
that the international com-
munity is watching warily. 
Part of the wider region is 
occupied by Russian forces. 
Notably, the war between 
Moscow and Kyiv intensi-
fied after Russia announced 
the annexation of four re-

gions of Ukraine—Donetsk, 
Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia, and 
Kherson regions. 

The war between Russia 
and Ukraine appears to be 
entering a new phase after 
Kyiv dealt a big blow to Mos-
cow’s grip after it recaptured 
2,400 square kilometres 
of territory in the Kherson 
region in the south of the 
country “since the begin-
ning of the full-scale war,” a 
senior Ukrainian official said 
Friday.

Kyrylo Tymoshenko, dep-
uty head of the president’s 
office, said six settlements 
had been liberated in the 
Kherson district as well as 
61 in the Beryslav district. 
Tymoshenko said the evac-
uation of civilians continued 
amid massive destruction 
to critical infrastructure in 
towns like Arkhanhelske, 
Vysokopillia, and Osokoriv-
ka, all of which saw weeks 
of heavy fighting and indi-
rect fire.

russia and ukraine

at least 17 killed in russian attack on 
ZaporiZhZhia in ukraine 
TDG NETWORK
kyIv

Ahead of the “vote against 
Russia” at the United Na-
tions next week, western 
countries, led by the United 
States, have sought support 
from Shehbaz Sharif’s gov-
ernment in Pakistan. This 
comes as the United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA) 
is set to hold a meeting next 
Monday to discuss the Rus-
sian annexation of four re-
gions in Ukraine.  A resolu-
tion is under preparation on 
the annexation after Moscow 
vetoed a condemnation of 
the act in the UN Security 
Council last week. 

The Biden administration 
is looking for the support 
of the countries that previ-
ously abstained on a similar 
resolution, in a bid to gather 
maximum support. Earlier 
in March, Pakistan stayed 
away from voting, a move 
that drew a strong response 
from Europe and the US. 
Some European countries 
even equated abstention 
with backing Russia amid 
the ongoing conflict in 
Ukraine. 

While defending its posi-

tion, Islamabad had said 
that taking any side would 
deny the country the role 
of a possible peace broker. 
Since the ouster of Imran 
Khan and the arrival of the 
Shehbaz Sharif government, 
Pakistan has seen greater 
engagement with the Biden 
administration. 

At the recently held UN 
General Assembly session, 
Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif met several 
prominent leaders from Eu-
rope, including from Germa-
ny and France. Shehbaz even 
held a brief interaction with 

President Joe Biden in Wash-
ington. During the series of 
talks in the United States, 
Russia has remained one of 
the main talking points. 

The United States is cer-
tainly keen that Pakistan 
abandons its policy of 
“neutrality” in the Russia-
Ukraine conflict citing 
diplomatic sources. How-
ever, Pakistan is unlikely to 
change its stance because 
it doesn’t want to become a 
party to the conflict between 
global powers.

russian annexation 

ahead of ‘vote against 
russia’ at un, West 
seeks pak support
TDG NETWORK
ISlaMaBaD

proposal

musk’s proposal of taiWan a 
administrative Zone of china 
sparks controversy
TDG NETWORK
taIPeI

A suggestion by Tesla Inc. CEO Elon Musk that Taiwan could 
be made a special administrative zone of China has provoked 
a backlash both from China and the self-governing island. 
Musk’s comment not only infringes on national sovereignty 
but also harms democracy, Democratic Progressive Party 
Spokesperson Huang Tsai-lin said on Saturday, reported Tai-
wan News. China’s state-run Central Television News issued 
an article titled, “Musk steps out of line in discussing China’s 
Taiwan issue, Foreign Ministry responds.” 

The article reported that during a routine press conference 
held by the country’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Spokesperson 
Mao Ning responded to a question about Musk’s “inappropri-
ate statement.” 

Mao claimed in her answer that “the Taiwan issue is China’s 
domestic politics.” She added that China will “resolutely sup-
press interference by foreign forces,” a familiar statement often 
used in Chinese propaganda, which, in this case, appears to 
refer to Musk.

Meanwhile, Huang said Musk does not condemn the Chi-
nese Communist Party’s (CCP) misconduct, but he instead 
“caters to the threat of the aggressor by sacrificing Taiwan’s 
independence, completely ignoring the limitless ambitions 
of authoritarian rulers.” 

He recommended figuring out “a special administrative zone 
for Taiwan that is reasonably palatable” and “more lenient 
than Hong Kong.” 

The statement immediately sparked outrage in Taiwan, with 
politicians from major political parties including the Demo-
cratic Progressive Party, Kuomintang, New Power Party, and 
Taiwan People’s Party issuing statements denouncing Musk’s 
remarks. Most agreed that Musk is largely driven by the busi-
ness interests and stakes he has in China and therefore holds 
a subjective view of cross-strait issues. The CCP’s series of 
actions in recent years include conducting military exercises 
around Taiwan.

incident

imran khan helicopter 
makes emergency 
landing near raWalpindi

Former Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan helicopter was 
forced to make an emergency landing due to a technical prob-
lem near Rawalpindi district in Punjab province.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief, was returning to 
the capital city of Islamabad from Dera Ismail Khan when his 
helicopter developed a technical fault’. The incident occurred 
near Adiala town of Rawalpindi district.

Khan, who is embroiled in a political battle with the incum-
bent government of Shehbaz Sharif, was also accompanied 
by other party leaders. As per reports, all leaders remained 
safe during the emergency landing as the pilot showed the 
presence of mind and averted a possible accident.

 The deposed Prime Minister then left for his Bani Gala 
residence by road due to a fault in the helicopter. Khan had 
visited Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa DI Khan district to distribute 

relief assistance among the flood victims. After repairs, his 
helicopter will be delivered to Noor Khan Airbase.

Last month, a plane carrying Khan escaped a crash as the 
aircraft made an emergency landing due to a mid-air techni-
cal glitch. The incident happened when he was on his way to 
Gujranwala by a special plane to address a rally.

In a bid to avert a crash, the pilot of the plane contacted the 
control tower and managed to land the plane safely. Khan 
continued his journey to Gujranwala by road after the emer-
gency landing.

protest

iran-state tv hacked by anti-
government protesters
Iran state-run television 
was hacked by protesters 
on Saturday during a live 
broadcast, to display an 
anti-government message 
amid ongoing unrest across 
the country.

In the incident the 9 p.m. 
newscast by the Islamic 
Republic of Iran News Net-
work (IRINN) under Islamic 
Republic of Iran Broadcast-
ing (IRIB) was hacked for a 
few moments by anti-revo-
lutionary elements. The in-
cident took place when Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei was attending a 
meeting in the southern city 
of Bushehr.

The now viral clip of the 
incident shows a cartoon 
mask with a beard and heavy 
brows against a black back-
drop. The video of the mask 
was followed by a screen 
showing a photo of Khame-
nei with a target superim-
posed on his face alongside 
photos of Nika Shahkarami, 
Hadis Najafi, Mahsa Amini, 
and Sarina Esmailzadeh - all 
young women who have died 
in Iran in the last month.

Amini, 22, died after being 
detained by the morality po-
lice. The other three, two of 

them just teenagers, died in 
the protest movement that 
has erupted since Amini-
death. Alongside the photos 
on the screen was a message 
that read, join us and rise 
up the blood of our youth 
is dripping from your grip 
along with the social media 
handles for the hacker group 
Edaalat-e Ali, which trans-
lates to Justice. The image 
remained on screen for sev-
eral seconds.

lowing the death of Amini 
after she was taken

into custody by the gov-
ernment morality police for 
apparently not wearing her 
hijab properly. Her death 

has sparked violent clashes 
between demonstrators and 
authorities, reportedly leav-
ing scores dead.

Total death toll figures 
since protests kicked off vary 
from government, opposition 
groups international rights 
organizations and local jour-
nalists.

An Iran-focused human 
rights group based in Nor-
way, IranHR, tallied the 
number of deaths since the 
protests started across Iran 
at 154. Human Rights Watch 
said as of September 31, Ira-
nian state-affiliated media 
placed the number of deaths 
at 60.

TDG NETWORK
teHRan

government & policies

strike in gilgit-baltistan 
against neW tax laW 
TDG NETWORK
GIlGIt-BaltIStan

A new taxation law passed by the Pakistan legislative as-
sembly has met with public anger in several parts of Gilgit-
Baltistan.

The law reportedly will affect the common people already 
struggling with prolonged electricity shortage in the region. 
The protesters, on Friday, said that the Gilgit-Baltistan Rev-
enue Authority Bill 2022 and has imposed new taxes on 135 
items.

The law which was first passed by the assembly in August 
this year, was rejected by GB Governor Syed Mehdi Shah in 
September. The bill was again tabled in the assembly and was 
passed for the second time, automatically turning it into a law.

Shops in a number of districts shut and traffic on roads was 
minimal too, after a call by the GB traders’ body and hotel as-
sociation. In the Nasirabad area of Hunza, where locals took 
out a rally on Karakoram Highway. The demonstrators held 
placards and chanted slogans against the new taxes.

The imposition of taxes on 135 items will affect the poor 
people said Masoodur Rehman, central traders body Presi-
dent of Gilgit-Baltistan. 

UN Security Council

Tesla CEO Elon Musk

The Islamic Republic of Iran News Network (IRINN) under 
Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) was hacked for a 
few moments by anti-revolutionary elements. 

North Korea has launched a suspected ballistic missile.  
(file photo)

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief, was returning to 
the capital city of Islamabad from Dera Ismail Khan when his 
helicopter developed a technical fault’. 

TDG NETWORK
ISlaMaBaD
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FUN RIDE 

#KapilDev

‘CaN’t UNDERstaND amERICaN 
tERms lIkE DEpREssIoN’: kapIl DEv’s  
REmaRk lEavEs NEtIzENs IN splIts
Veteran cricketer Kapil Dev on Sunday made his way to 
top trends on social media for his remark on the pres-
sures faced by players. 
Speaking at the felicitation ceremony of Taj Hotel, 
Dev said, “I hear a lot of times on TV that there’s a lot 
of pressure on players in the IPL. Then I only say one 
thing, don’t play. If a player has passion, there will be no 
pressure. I can’t understand these American terms, like 
depression. I’m a farmer and we play because we enjoy 
the game, there can’t be any pressure while enjoying 
the game.”
The remark came days after Virat Kohli opened up 
about his mental health after taking a brief break from 
cricket. Virat had then stated, “I came to the realisation 
that I was trying to fake my intensity a bit recently. I was 
convincing myself that no, you had the intensity. But 
your body is telling you to stop. Your mind is telling me 
to take a break and step back.”
Soon after Kapil Dev’s video went viral, netizens took to 
Twitter to share their views and needless to say, the in-
ternet stood divided. One of the users said, “If Kapil Dev 
doesn’t understand the word “depression”, he should 
count himself very lucky.”
Another user backed Kapil Dev and said, “Wonderful 
speech by Kapil Dev, a true icon of Sports in India.”

 “if you want to learn affinity, read Valmiki 
Ramayana which mentions the character 
of Lord Ram. it is a vital and pride moment 
for any person who wants to become a 
better human being.”

— Mohan Bhagwat

BRaIN-pICkING

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief, extending greetings 
on Valmiki Jayanti.

mEmoRIEs 

How FooD’s smEll CaN 
tRIGGER tImE tRavEl
TDG neTwoRk
WASHIngTOn

As per the findings of recent research, older people exposed 
to food flavours from their youth were able to time travel back 
to the past with an enhanced memory of the event.

The research entitled “It took me back 25 years in one 
bound: Self-generated flavour-based cues for self-defining 
memories in later life” was published in Human-Computer 
Interaction by Professor Corina Sas of Lancaster Univer-
sity, Dr Tom Gayler, formerly of Lancaster University, and 
Vaiva Kalnikaite of Dovetailed Ltd. Their work explored the 
feasibility of 3D-printed flavour-based cues for the recall of 
memories in old age.

Working with 12 older adults, they collected 72 memories, 
half involving food and half not involving food, each recalled 
twice. This ranged from barbecued mackerel at a golden wed-
ding to eating strawberries in a hospital after giving birth.

Professor Sas said, “Our outcomes indicated that person-
alised 3D-printed flavour-based cues have rich sensorial and 
emotional qualities supporting recollective retrieval, espe-
cially when they distinctively match the food..

In his time off, retired teacher 
invents a new variety of apple

HoRtICUltURE 

Retired teacher Jogendra 
Singh Kanwar has invented 
a new variety of apple in his 
garden. Kanwar Red, a new 
variety of Red Delicious, 
prepared through natural 
mutation, reaches full colour 
about 30 days earlier than 
the normal variety of apple. 
As it gets ready ahead of the 
expected time, it is expected 
to fetch good prices in the 
mandis. 

Jogendra Singh Kanwar, 
who hails from Majholi vil-
lage of Theog, retired from 
Kathog School in Theog in 
January 2006, said that in 
1961 his father had planted 
a garden of 80 trees. In 
1970, 28 new saplings were 
planted in the garden. Due 
to the traditional varieties, 
the apples did not have good 
colour or a good shape. 

During the 1990 season 
when apple plucking was in 
progress, one plant had less 
colour in the upper branch, 
but the lower branch had 
good colour and shape.

Kanwar further said that 
after a good-quality apple 

was produced in a branch 
of the plant, it was taken to 
Mashobra, the Horticulture 
Research and Training Cen-
ter of Horticulture Universi-
ty Nauni, for testing. The sci-
entists checked, but did not 
show much interest. In 2012, 
Kanwar realised that a new 
variety was being produced 
by a natural mutation in a 
tree in his garden. In 2014, 
Jogendra Kanwar took this 
apple again to Mashobra. 

This time, the institute’s 
assistant director advised 
him to cut this branch on an-
other tree so that the proper 
test could be performed. 
In 2016, the cuttings were 
followed, after which the 
scientists from the institute 
also inspected the garden. 
Kanwar also wrote to CITH 

Srinagar (Central Institute 
of Temperate Horticulture) 
for the new variety of regis-
tration formalities in 2019. 
However, on 3 September 
2021, the CITH team in-
spected the garden and col-
lected the necessary data. 
In December 2021, Jogendra 
Singh Kanwar was hon-
oured with the title of ‘Pro-
gressive Gardener’ by Hor-
ticulture University Nauni. 
Jogendra Singh Kanwar’s 
Red Delicious Kanwar Red 
Apple was also displayed in 
the apple exhibition organ-
ised at Mashobra, HRTC 
of Horticulture University 
Nauni on 8 August 2022.

There is a lot of discussion 
among the gardeners about 
the variety of apples pre-
pared by Kanwar.

pIlGRImaGE 

A small village nestles in the 
foothills of the Pir Panjal 
mountain range along the 
banks of the Wangath river. 
Surrounding it are pictur-
esque meadows, lakes, and 
peaks that envelop you in an 
affectionate hug. This less-
known village is Naranag, 
an ancient Hindu pilgrimage 
site in the Ganderbal district 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

At the feet of the mighty 
Buteshar (Bhuteshwar) 
mountains lies one of the 
most important archaeo-
logical sites in the country, 
the Naranag temple. In his 
historical account of Rajata-
rangini, Kalhana mentions 
that Ashoka built Srinagar 
city in the 3rd century BC.

It is interesting to note 
that the Wangath temples 
were built and expanded 
in three-time intervals, ap-
proximately at the same time 
as Shankaracharya Temple 
in Srinagar and Bumazuv 
Temple near Mattan. In 
around 220 BC, King Jaluka 
built the Shiva temples of 
Bhuteshwara, Jyestarudra, 
and Muthas around the 
spring site in Naranag. King 
Jayendra used the shrine 
to worship Shiva Bhutesha 
in 61 BC. After a victorious 
season, King Lalitaditya 
Muktipada (Naga Karakota 

Dynasty) made a sizable 
donation to the shrine be-
tween 713 and 735 AD. And 
lastly, between 855 and 883 
AD, King Avantivarman as-
sumed the job of building a 
stone pedestal with a silver 
conduit for the bathing of 
sacred idols at the shrine.

It is said that the temple 
was built as a dedication to 
the ancient Nagas. The Naga 
Karakotas were the Hindu 
Kashmiri Kayasthas of the 
Naga cult who were known 
for serpent worship.

According to his book, this 
shrine was looted by King 
Sangramraja of Kashmir 
(1003–28 AD) during the 
reign of King Uccala (1101–
1111 AD). Later, it was also 
pillaged by a rebel Hayava-

dana. A notable western ar-
chaeologist, Sir Auriel Stein, 
revealed this information 
by translating Rajtarangani 
from Sanskrit to English.

In June, the Union Minister 
of State for External Affairs 
and Culture, Meenakshi Le-
khi, visited the temple site to 
take stock of the state of af-
fairs. A plan for restoration 
work on the complex is in 
place. Naranag represents 
the sacred architecture and 
cultural heritage of Kashmir.

The influence of architec-
ture through these periods 
is what makes Naranag an 
archaeological wonder. Kal-
hana mentions how he used 
to accompany his father and 
uncle to the site and note 
these details. Local Muslims 

from the village have many 
tales from Kalhana’s book to 
feed the visitors’ curiosity.

One significant factor that 
sets this temple apart from 
others in the Valley is that 
temple complexes in Kash-
mir were either on the valley 
floor (like Mattan) or a hill-
top (like Shankaracharya), 
but the Naranag complex 
surpasses the Sind Valley 
by the Naranag Nallah. The 
Greco-Roman architecture 
has its roots in the Gandhara 
Kingdom, which is evident 
in the Naranag temple as 
well; the fluted pillars and 
acanthus leaf decorations 
are some examples.

The many temples in the 
complex face each other at 
a distance of about 200 me-
ters. Presently, only a few 
relics remain at the temple 
site—Siva Linghams scat-
tered in the open, a large 
basin into which the spring 
flows, and temple pavilions. 
But the remnants tell a story 
of the grandeur of what this 
place used to be.

Such ancient temples built 
with large granite blocks 
were ordinary in Aryan 
Kashmir. 

The vestiges were an-
nounced as a “protected 
monument of national im-
portance under the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeo-
logical Sites and the Remains 
Act of 1958, years ago.

A mystic’s paradise in Pir 
Panjal in Jammu & Kashmir

CUltURE 

taNzaNIaN sENsatIoN BaCk 
wItH vIRal DaNCE 
After appearing in ‘Bigg 
Boss 16’, Tanzanian social 
media influencer Kili Paul 
will be seen sharing the 
stage with actor Madhuri 
Dixit Nene in the tenth sea-
son of the dance reality TV 
show ‘Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa’.

Kili, who is popular for 
lip-syncing and dancing 
to Hindi Bollywood songs, 
recently had a blast on the 
sets of “Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa”. 
Colors TV shared a promo 
video for the upcoming 
episode of the dance reality 
show on Instagram.

In the clip, Madhuri is seen 
teaching Kili her famous 
dance number “Channe Ke 
Khet Mein” from her 1994 
movie “Anjaam”. Kili also 
danced with the contestants 
to singer Guru Randhawa’s 
song Dance Mer Rani.

Sharing his experience of 
performing on the Jhalak 
Dikhhla Jaa stage, Kili said, 
“Nothing compares to the 
joy of dancing for me and 
so I’m thrilled to have joined 
Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa 10. I 

have received unwavering 
love in abundance from 
India, and as everyone can 
tell, I’m hooked on its cul-
ture and Bollywood. Shak-
ing a leg with great danc-
ers on this show has been 
amazing. I’m making some 
of the best memories on 
this show. I thank the con-
testants and judges Karan 
Johar, Madhuri Dixit Nene 
and Nora Fatehi for giving 
me a warm welcome. “

 Earlier, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had hailed 
the efforts taken by Kili and 
Neema, who lip-sync to In-

dian songs, in his Mann Ki 
Baat address.

Addressing the 86th epi-
sode of the monthly radio 
programme, Mann Ki Baat, 
the Prime Minister said, 
"Two Tanzanian siblings, 
Kili Paul, his sister Nima, 
are in the news a lot on 
Facebook, Twitter and In-
stagram and I'm sure you 
too, must have heard about 
them."

The Prime Minister men-
tioned that the Kili Paul has 
also been honoured at the 
Indian Embassy in Tanza-
nia.

kili Paul

FIvE CoUNtRIEs IN tHE woRlD 
wHERE yoU CaN EasIly GEt a 
CItIzENsHIp
What happens if you desire to become a citizen of one 
country despite being a citizen of your own? Seek-
ing citizenship in different countries can be a difficult 
task. But there are several countries where you can 
easily obtain citizenship easily. Let us take a look: 

spaIN
Spain has kept it straightforward. If you marry 
a Spaniard for a year, you will be granted 

Spanish citizenship. You can also get a residence 
permit by investing in Spain. You could easily access 
citizenship by residency after 2, 5, or 10 years of resid-
ing in Spain using your residency permit. 

CaNaDa
You can obtain Canadian citizenship after 
three years of residing in Canada. Because 

of Canada’s superior healthcare, educational, and 
commercial prospects, many migrants were attracted 
to the country. There have always been a lot of wealthy 
families relocating to Canada.

DomINICaN REpUBlIC
The Dominican Republic is the region’s 
most popular tourist destination. The 
quickest route to citizenship after just two 

years of residence in a country is through naturalisa-
tion. Before being allowed to enter the nation legally, 
foreigners must first apply for a residency permit.

aRGENtINa
Argentina has emerged as one of the few 
South American nations to issue citizenship 
to foreigners only after two years of con-

tinuous residence. Only a small number of countries 
offer citizenship in two years or less. Argentine citi-
zenship could be obtained by proving a $1000 monthly 
salary or a $20,000 bank balance.

IsRaEl
Every Jew has the “right to aliyah,” or the 
religious right, to immigrate to Israel, ac-

cording to Israel’s Law of Return. If you relinquish your 
previous nationality and reside in Israel for three out 
of five years, you can apply for Israeli citizenship. Ac-
cording to the Israeli nationality Law, every child born 
to an Israeli parent (mother or father) is automatically 
granted Israeli citizenship.

— aPooRVa CHaUDHaRY 

Spain

TDG neTwoRk
gAnDERBAL  

TDG neTwoRk
MuMBAI  

TaRUni GanDHi
CHAnDIgARH
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ART EXHIBITION

With the objective to pay 
tribute to veteran artists 
Navya Naveli Gallery, a 
Delhi based gallery has 
organised a group col-
lection show till 23rd 
November. The show 
is curated by Amrita 
Kocchar. The show 
not only showcases 
the work and talent 
of some of the best 
artists from India 
but also consists 
of a beautiful 
range of etch-
ing and litho. 
A show that 
fits in one of 
its kind is 
named as 
“The limited 

edition” which 
comprises etch-

ing litho, seri-
graph and prints.

In a candid conver-
sation curator Amrita 

Kocchar said, “This is the 
collection of various known 
artists, some of them may 
not be with us in this world 
but their works will be with 
us forever, and we have 
organised such a show be-
cause nowadays modern 
and contemporary art are 
easily promoted and exhib-
ited. But printings and litho 
are hardly promoted and 
which should be. This is a 
very different category for 
me and that is why we have 
planned to organize this ex-
hibition.”

Navya Naveli Gallery start-
ed in the year 2021 with an 
aim to promote different 
kinds of art works such as 
contemporary art. The team 
showcases its vast collection 
of litho and etching. Some 
of the finest print works 
from all over the country 
have been exhibited in their 
show. They have been mak-
ing one of its kind exclusive 
print show. 

NAVYA NAVELI 
GALLERY SHOWCASES 
ARTWORKS OF 
VETERAN ARTISTS
TDG NETWORK

Amrita Kocchar curator of the show and Rajeev Sethi Indian 
designer and art curator. 

The Imperial Cholas of 
South India hold the record 
for being the longest ruling 
dynasty in Indian history, 
and is one of the grandest 
empires that the country 
has ever seen. Historically 
their rule goes back into 
the pre-Christian era, and 
while there is no exact date 
of their origin, the dynasty 
finds a mention in the 13th 
Ashokan edict (dated 3rd 
century BCE). Their rule 
came to end in the 13th cen-
tury when their arch rival, 
the Pandyas defeated them 
and assumed control.

The Airavatesvara temple 
at Darasuram, a Chola era 
architectural jewel, was built 
by Rajaraja II (1143-1173 CE).  
Despite being smaller than 
the other two Imperial Cho-
la temples (Brihadeswara 
temples in Thanjavur and 
Gangaikondacholapuram), 
Airavatesvara temple has 
some sculptural master-
pieces that make it stand 
separate, exemplifying the 
great heights achieved by 
the Cholas in the field of art 
and architecture. 

As one enters the Aira-

vatesvara temple, one sees 
a large gopura whose up-
per part now stands com-
pletely destroyed. However, 
its grandeur can still be 
imagined from the rela-
tively smaller gopura that 
stands inside and remains 

preserved. It is believed 
that temple once held seven 
such walled tiers that were 
subsequently destroyed dur-
ing the Delhi Sultanate inva-
sions. The prakara wall that 
runs around the temple has 

beautifully sculpted couch-
ant bulls. The smaller gopu-
ra which forms the entrance 
way to the temple premises 
show pillars in a row deco-
rated with apsaras, ganas, 
and other motifs. In front of it 
is a bali-pitha with beautiful 
carvings of lotus petals, and 
in front of the bali pitha is the 
nandi mandapam. The bali 
pitha is believed to have mu-
sical stairs, keeping in tune 
with the sculpted panels 
seen all over the temple that 
are adorned with miniature 

dancing figures. Music and 
dance form the basic theme 
of this temple’s ornamenta-
tion: a state of constant joy 
and entertainment.

As one enters the gopuram 
the first to appear is the tall 

dhwaja stambh with the tem-
ple mandapa right behind it. 
There are two ganas -padma 
nidhi and sankha nidhi on 
two side niches of the temple 
mandapa wall that can be 
seen right after entering the 
temple premises.

Airavateswara temple has 
a sanctum with a front hall 
or agra-mandapam, known 
as the svasti sri- rajagamb-
hiran tirumandapam. This 
mandapa is unique, as it has 
been designed as a chariot 
on wheels; specifically the 
Tripurantaka ratha, com-
plete with wheels, spokes, 
and hubs (in relief), pulled 
by leaping horses. The man-
dapa pillars show ornamen-
tation depicting stories from 
the epics. Another interest-
ing feature of this temple are 
the miniature panels with 
inscriptions that tell sto-
ries associated with the 63 
Nayanmars (Shaiva saints), 
showing the Chola connect 
with Shaivism. There is a 
separate temple for the devi 
(Devanayaki amma shrine), 
which is dated later than the 
main temple.  

Airavateswara temple is a 
marvel carved in stone and 
the exquisite sculptures 
and panels showcase the 
skilled workmanship of the 
artisans of the Chola period. 
This is a must visit temple 
for heritage lovers and  
Shaiva devotees. 

AIRAVESTWARA TEMPLE : THE 
CHOLA MARVEL 

 SCULPTURAL MASTERPIECE

MONIDIPA DEY
ART OF TEMPLE

The gopuram of Airavatesvara temple at Darasuram.

While the Jodhpur RIFF is 
primarily known for its live 
music performances, the 
festival occasionally also 
screens interesting films 
about artists and bands who 
have performed at the festi-
val over the years. This year, 
Dan Coutts’ film titled ‘Head-
ing West’ was screened as 
part of the festival’s 13th edi-
tion at the Mehrangarh Fort 
in Jodhpur. While the film is 
based on Scotland’s famous 
acid croft band Shooglenifty, 
the film also features Rajast-
hani musicians as well as the 
majestic Mehrangarh Fort 
and Jodhpur RIFF. 

Maharaja Gaj Singh II of 
Marwar-Jodhpur, the chief 
patron of Jodhpur RIFF, and 
Divya Bhatia, the festival di-
rector and producer, were 
also present for the screen-
ing which marked the film’s 
Asia premiere. The film had 
its world premiere at the Ed-
inburgh International Film 
Festival as part of the fes-
tival’s Night Moves Strand 
back in August.

For  the  uninit iated , 

Shooglenifty came into be-
ing back in the year 1990 in 
Edinburgh when a bunch of 
musicians from the Scottish 
Highlands, Orkney and Ed-
inburgh came together. Since 
then the band regularly trav-
els internationally. What 
makes the band tick is its ul-
tra unique sound which has 
become the band’s signature 
thanks to its ability to blend 
Scottish traditional music 
with the beats of world music 

influences ranging from elec-
tronica to alternative rock. 

Heading West can best be 
described as a musical jour-
ney that follows the original 
members of the band and 
their rise to international 
fame. The film is about the 
passion and creativity of the 
band members and their 
bonding. Their highs and 
lows, particularly the un-
timely death of their fiddle 

player and front man, An-
gus R. Grant. With Angus, 
unarguably one of the best 
fiddle players of his genera-
tion, Shooglenifty attained 
new heights. But his death at 
just the age of 49 back in the 
year 2016 proved to be a big 
blow to the band. However, 
despite the loss, the band 
kept the show running, op-
erating with the same levels 
of commitment, passion and 
creativity.

Various band members 
of Shooglenifty including 
Angus have performed at 
the Jodhpur RIFF. Also, 
Rajasthani folk musicians 
have also collaborated with 
Shooglenifty, which com-
prises the last segment of 
Heading West. Divya Bhatia 
in his post-screening ad-
dress touched upon his as-
sociation with the members 
of Shooglenifty and revealed 

that all the Hindi conversa-
tions in the film have been 
translated by him for the 
film and that he rendered his 
services gratis for the film. 
He also appears in the film 
as one of the talking heads, 
sharing fascinating insights 
about Angus and Shoogle-
nifty.

Heading West makes for a 
riveting film viewing experi-
ence for cinema and music 
lovers alive. At a run time of 

86 minutes, the film is bril-
liantly paced. The editing 
and sound are absolutely 
top-notch. To those unac-
quainted with Angus and 
Shooglenifty, the film serves 
as a veritable primer, wheth-
er one speaks of the music, 
style or the personalities. 
And those who are already 
aware of Angus and the band 
would also find a lot to cher-
ish in the film.

DAN COUTTS’ ‘HEADING WEST’ HAD ITS 
ASIA PREMIERE AT JODHPUR RIFF 2022 

RIVETING EXPERIENCE

MURTAZA ALI KHAN

Still from the film Heading West.

Displaying her flair beyond 
boundaries renowned Kathak 
dancer Antara Datta has ac-

quired a great stature in United States 
through her performances. She has 
performed extensively in both India 
and abroad and is the Artistic Direc-
tor of Anga Kala Kathak Academy and 
Anga Kala Dance Company. Antara 
Datta started learning Kathak at the 
tender age of five from Srimati Laxmi 
Bannerjee in Kolkata, India. She holds 
a double diploma in Kathak from the 
Bangiya Sangeet Parishad in Kolkata 
and the Prayag Sangeet Samiti in Al-
lahabad, India. To hone her skills fur-
ther Antara Datta also receives training 
from Kathak maestro Pandit Birju Ma-
haraj and Vidushi Saswati Sen. She also 
serves as the president of a non profit 
organisation Arts Without Borders. 
Antara Datta taught Kathak as an ad-
junct faculty in Cornish College of Arts 
Seattle, WA in 2010, Kent State Univer-
sity Kent in Winter 2014, and Univer-
sity of Akron, OH in Winter 2017.

With a view to celebrate a decade-long 
artistic creativity and contribution to 
the field of Indian classical dance in 
the US Kathak dancer Antara Datta 
recently performed live in a classical 
dance and music event at the Breen 
Center for Performing Arts. ‘Yatra: 
A Journey’ showcased live dance and 
music performances by some of the 
prominent Indian classical musicians 
and artists in the United States. The 
event unfolded the journey of mankind 
through the pandemic.

In a candid conversation Kathak 
dancer Antara Datta gives insights 
about ‘Yatra: A Journey’. Excerpts

Q. Please give a brief description of Yatra: 
A Journey and what message does it convey

A. The evening starts with a journey 
down the memory lane as Anga Kala 
Kathak Academy revisits some nostal-
gic moments of its past performances 
and extracts some memorable gems 
from its decade of artistic creativity to 
give you a glimpse of its contributions 
to the world of Indian classical dance. 

After the intermission, the second 
half of the show depicts another kind 
of a journey – one that mankind was 
forced to embark on suddenly and re-
luctantly, as a global scourge named 
Covid wreaked havoc with the world 
as we knew it and upended the flow of 
human life in every way possible. Yet, 
this shroud of darkness that descended 
upon the earth in the last two years also 
brought out the best of humanity and 
made us look inward to re-discover 
and truly appreciate the real treasures 
of life.

Q. Why did you decide to hold your shows 
in United States and do you get enough audi-
ences for Indian Classical music in United 
States? 

A. Anga Kala Kathak Academy is a 
premiere Kathak school with branch-
es in Cleveland, OH, Columbus, OH, 
Pittsburgh, PA and Seattle, WA. Dance 
is my passion. My mission is to promote 
North Indian classical dance Kathak 
among kids and adults in USA. ‘Arts 
Without Borders’ aims is to popular-
ize classical performing arts in North 
America. It also strives to explore and 
highlight the ways in which oriental 
and western classical art-forms re-
semble or complement each other and 
to create opportunities for everyone to 
learn, enjoy and contribute to classical 
performing art. The goal is not only to 
reach audience of South Asian origin 
but also to reach other diverse popula-
tion.

Q. Do you plan to return back to India 
again and perform here in future?

A. Yes the plan is to take the produc-
tion in India as well and showcase it 
in dance festivals in India.

Q. What are your future upcoming 
projects?

A. The future upcoming project is 
Arts without Borders which seeks 
to benefit society through dance 
and movement, with special em-
phasis on the Indian classical 
dance form of Kathak. In these 
projects we aim to address some 
of the societal disharmonies of 
discrimination and inequality 
by increasing public aware-
ness of the issues faced by 
minority groups based on 
their race, skin color, gen-
der, sexual preference and 
mental health. Who can 
better talk about these 
issues more than the 
people who are ex-
periencing them? 
In that regard we 
plan to include 
five different 
s c h o o l s  o f 
dance espe-
cially run 
by minori-
ty groups 
to help 
spread 
the 
mes-
sage.

Yatra unfolds journey 
of mankind through 
classical dance

 PERFORMING ARTS

DEBJEET DEY
NEW DELHI

K a t h a k  d a n c e r 
Antara Datta.
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Why was Drupada, 
father-in-law of the 
Pandavas and Drau-

padi’s father, called a Panchala? 
One of Puru’s descendants was 
Haryashva, who had five sons 
– Mudgala, Srinjaya, Brihadi-
shu, Yavinara, and Kampilya. So 
confident was Haryashva in his 
five sons’ valour that he declared 
that these five alone were ca-
pable of protecting the kingdom. 
Thus, these five brothers came 
to be known as the Panchalas. 
Why the capital of the Kurus 
was called Hastinapura? One of 
Puru’s descendants was Hasti, 
who established the city of Has-
tinapura. It is in the 19th chapter 
of the 4th part of Vishnu Purana 
that we read both these nuggets 
of information.

King Rituparna was a descen-
dant of Bhagiratha, the same 
Bhagiratha who brought down 
Ganga from the heavens. Kar-
na’s foster father, Atiratha, who 
found the infant Karna floating 
on the Ganga, took him home, 
and raised him by him and his 
wife, Radha, was one of Anu’s 
descendants. Anu was one of 
Yayati’s sons. This is described 
in the 4th chapter of the 4th part 
of the Vishnu Purana. Bhishma’s 
father, Shantanu, became king, 
even though his elder brother, 
Pratipa, was still alive at the time. 
Why was that? It’s all there in the 
Vishnu Purana. By the way, the 
name Shantanu is derived from 
the word shanti (peace), but it 
is a shloka in chapter 20 of the 

4th part that tells us that he was 
so named because all his deeds 
brought peace.

All this, and much more, is in 
the unabridged Vishnu Purana, 
translated into English by Bibek 
Debroy. The text is divided into 
six parts, with the fifth part be-
ing the longest (1517 verses), and 
the sixth being the shortest (698 
verses).

After translating the un-
abridged Mahabharata, Hari-
vamsha, and Valmiki Ramayana, 
Bibek Debroy turned to translat-
ing the Maha Puranas. Starting 
with the very popular Bhagavata 
Purana (2018, in three volumes), 
he then translated the Mar-
kandeya Purana (2019, in one 
volume) and then the Brahma 
Purana (2021, in two volumes). 
His most recent Maha Purana 
translation is Vishnu Purana.

Even within the corpus of the 
many Puranas, there are eigh-
teen that are considered the 
most important and are called 
Maha Puranas. These eighteen 
Puranas are listed in Chapter 6 
of the 3rd part. The same chap-
ter also tells us that the Vishnu 
Purana comes after the Padma 
Purana in this list. There are also 
several minor puranas called Upa 
Puranas. There are also Sthala 
Puranas, which, as the name sug-
gests, extol the virtues of differ-
ent pilgrimage sites. Together, the 
eighteen Maha Puranas add up 
to more than four lakh verses – a 
number five times greater than 
the verses in the Mahabharata. 
Tradition holds that Vyasa was 
the composer of these Puranas. 
The Vishnu Purana has been 
recited by the sage Parashar, 
Vyasa’s father.

Purana literally means’ old’. But 
not every old text became a Pura-
na—that much is clear. For a text 
to be considered a purana, it had 
to possess five attributes (pancha-
lakshana)—sarga (original cre-
ation), pratisarga (secondary cy-
cles of creation and destruction), 

vamsha (genealogies), manvatara 
(the reigns of different Manus), 
and vamshanucharita (descrip-
tions of the Surya and Chandra 
dynasties).

Following this structure, you 
have detailed descriptions of so-
lar and lunar dynasties. The fifth 
part of the Vishnu Purana, also 
the longest, is all about Krishna, 
the eighth incarnation of Vishnu. 
But there are many other nug-
gets and descriptions one can 
read in this purana. If you want 
to know more about the twenty-
eight types of hell (naraka), you 
will find them in chapter 6 of the 
2nd part. For example, did you 
know that a person who breaks a 

contract goes to Viloha, whereas 
a bad astrologer goes to Puyava-
ha—a place where the sinner is 
born along with pus?

How many times did Hiran-
yakashyipu try to kill his son, 
Prahlada, for being a devotee 
of Vishnu? Eleven times, if my 
counting is correct. This is in 
chapters 17 through 20 of the 1st 
part of Vishnu Purana. Dhruva’s 
story is in chapters 11 and 12 of 
the first part. You can also read 
Brahma’s stuti (invocation) to 
Vishnu in chapter 9 of the same 
part. Indra’s stuti to Shri after 
getting nectar from the churning 
of the ocean is also in chapter 9. 
There are several such Stutis in 

this Purana. In chapter 3 of the 1st 
part, you can read about the units 
of time, starting with the small-
est unit – a nimesha, continuing 
up to one of Brahma’s days – 306 
million human years, and end-
ing with a kalpa – one hundred 
of Brahma’s years.

The sixth part talks about Kali 
Yuga. But even before that, in 
chapter 24 of the 4th part, you 
can read brief descriptions of 
Kali Yuga. One may conclude that 
Sage Parashara was spot on when 
he says that in the Kali Yuga, 
‘Wealth alone will be the cause for 
respect’, ‘Desire will be the only 
cause for a relationship between 
a husband and wife’, ‘If a per-
son wears a brahmana’s sacred 
thread, that will 
decide whether 
he is a brahma-
na’, and ‘A cheat 
who wears good 
clothes will be 
regarded as great’.

One may have heard that Shi-
shupala had once been one of 
the dwarpalas (gatekeepers) of 
Vishnu, who was cursed to be 
born thrice on earth, to be killed 
by Vishnu before he would be 
allowed to return to heaven. 
The first of these births was as 
Hiranyakashyipu, the second 
as Ravana. Both were killed by 
Vishnu, in his Narasimha and 
Rama avatars, respectively. A 
curious thing happened with 
the third – when Shishupala 
was beheaded by Krishna, his 
soul merged with Krishna. Why 
was that, and why didn’t it hap-
pen when Hiranyakashyipu and 
Ravana were killed? The Vishnu 
Purana gives us the explanation. 
So great was Shishupala’s hatred 
for Krishna that he could not get 
him out of his mind. No matter 
what he did—eating, walking, ly-
ing down—all Shishupala could 
see was Krishna; all he could do 
was utter his name, even if in a 
rage, even at the moment of his 
death. Thus, when he met his end 

at the hands of Krishna, his sins 
burned up, and he merged with 
Krishna.

There is the most curious 
case of Bharata, the great son of 
Shakuntala and Dushyanta, who 
was reborn as a deer and then as 
a brahmana, but one with such 
outward behaviour as to be la-
belled an “idiot” (jada). Yet some 
of the most insightful passages in 
the Vishnu Purana can be found 
in the chapters on Jada Bharata, 
where he asks the king whether 
the palanquin, on which the 
king was traveling and made of 
wood cut from a tree, should be 
called wood or tree. When asked 
by the king for more wisdom, 
he remarked that ‘There is no 

doubt that 
if the ma-
terial used 
is perish-
able, the 
object at-

tained will also be perishable.’ A 
particularly sharp observation 
is when he says that the “union 
between the jivatman and the 
paramatman is spoken of as the 
supreme objective. But this is 
also false. Two different objects 
cannot become one’, concluding 
that the essence of the supreme 
truth is that there is no duality in 
anything.’

For the Mahabharata and Rama-
yana, Bibek Debroy used Critical 
Editions of the texts as his sourc-
es, prepared by the Bhandarkar 
Oriental Research Institute in 
Pune and the Baroda Oriental 
Institute, now part of Maharaja 
Sayajirao University of Baroda, 
respectively. For the Puranas, he 
has used a series published by 
Nag Publishers. Even though we 
are told that the original Vishnu 
Purana had 23,000 shlokas, this 
translation has 6,403 shlokas. 
What happened to the other vers-
es? The original text, believed to 
have been composed more than 
two thousand years ago, has been 
lost. The extant text, however, in 

its current, truncated form, is still 
considered to follow the structure 
of a Purana most faithfully among 
all Puranas and the most carefully 
preserved of all Puranas.

H.H. Wilson translated the com-
plete Vishnu Purana in 1840 into 
English. The second full trans-
lation into English was done by 
the redoubtable Manmatha Nath 
Dutt, but his was based on Wil-
son’s translation, and acknowl-
edged by Dutt as such. There is 
another unabridged translation 
that came out in 2021, which 
means that in nearly two centu-
ries, there have been three un-
abridged English translations of 
the Vishnu Purana—this one, by 
Bibek Debroy, is the fourth. One 
could quibble somewhat since 
this translation of the Vishnu 
Purana sat with the publisher for 
more than a year on account of the 
covid pandemic.

Why read the unabridged 
translation, as opposed to, say, a 
retelling, abridgement, or a com-
mentary? for at least two reasons. 
First, a translation tells you what 
the text says, not what someone 
thinks of the text. To be able to 
judge how close or far from the 
text a commentary or retelling 
is, one must have read a faithful 
translation. Second, each purana 
is similar but also different. An 
abridgment cannot convey that 
sense and appreciation.Of course, 
there is no substitute for reading 
these texts in their original lan-
guage, Sanskrit. A translation is 
the next best alternative.

Chapter headings are a new 
addition in this translation and 
provide much-needed con-
text for the chapter’s contents. 
Bibek Debroy’s unabridged 
translation brings his trade-
mark felicity of prose, copious 
footnotes—numbering over a 
thousand—and a scrupulous at-
tention to keeping this a transla-
tion and not an interpretation—
making this a much-needed and 
valuable text.

A PURANA THAT STAYS CLOSE TO ITS DEFINITION
BOOK REVIEW
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Sanjai Banerji deals with sensitivity 
and understanding in his book, “The 
Mountaineering Handbook (Essential 
Knowledge, Skills, and Techniques)”. 
The author’s approach has been more 
practical than theoretical. He has laid 
emphasis on being physically fit before 
embarking on any form of climbing 
on rock, snow, or ice. His detailed pro-
gramme to enable one to run 10 kilome-
tres within 3 months of training and the 
demonstration of illustrated exercises 
are commendable.

The exercises have been curated by 
him and adeptly demonstrated by two 
of his mountaineering colleagues, Ab-
hishek Gaikwad and Lucky Menka 
Gunjyal, over a series of 24 photographs 
representing strength-training and de-
veloping a strong core for flexibility, 
agility, and stability.

The author’s study of the limits of 
human endurance has helped him to 
lay emphasis on the critical aspects of 
mountaineering, like high-altitude ac-
climatization, acute mountain sickness, 
cold injuries, and survival techniques in 
the mountains, which are very detailed.

His commitment to a cleaner environ-
ment in the mountains endears him to 
conscientious climbers, who, like him, 
are respectful of their surroundings, 
such as the principles of leaving no 
trace, the dos and don’ts of mountain-
eering, climate change, camp sanitation 
and hygiene. 

The chapter on climate change has 
been written by his son, Sujai Banerji, 
and daughter-in-law, Anubhuti, who 
are both currently undergoing doctoral 
and post-doctoral programmes in Fin-
land on climate change and pollution, 
respectively. There are a number of very 
technical aspects of climbing related to 
rock, snow, and ice. The author has 
taken up the challenge of writing with 
aplomb on techniques like belaying, 
rappelling, anchoring, jumaring, self-
arrest on snow slopes, and glissading, 

in a very easy-to-understand manner.
The author’s chapter on admission to 

mountaineering institutes makes for 
interesting reading with names of insti-
tutes, eligibility conditions, admission 
procedure, medical parameters, and a 
28-day itinerary of the basic course. He 
has also gone into details on the practi-
cal needs of the novice climber like map 
reading, weather, mountain hygiene, 
conservation of the environment, types 
of climbing ropes, packing of the ruck-
sack, river crossing, mountain ranges of 
India and many other aspects.

There are a few features in the book 
which readily connect the readers with 
the author, like his pictures of moun-
taineering colleagues and the fact that 
the special chapter on, ‘The Everest 
Dream’, comprises the stories of four 
Everest summiteers, who are all known 
to the author. There are some very in-

teresting illustrations under the chapter 
on “Survival on the Mountains” on test-
ing an edible plant, improvising snow 
goggles, lighting a fire with a single 
match-stick, carrying a fire and mea-
suring daylight using the hand.

The chapter on “Avalanches and Snow 
Rescue” teaches us how vulnerable we 
can become on this planet. Both the 
sections on avalanches and snow res-
cue are very detailed. The avalanche 
section begins with the five types and 
then leads onto the factors effecting av-
alanches and lastly to the triggers and 
safety aspects. The snow rescue section 
deals with the different types of equip-
ment and several forms of rescue.

I particularly liked the chapter on 
“First Aid Kit”, which I surmised could 
be useful to just about anyone requiring 
a first aid kit, whether travelling on a 
road trip, holiday abroad, or on a short 
business trip. The list is quite exhaus-
tive, comprising equipment, dressings, 
and medication for different ailments 
like allergies, altitude sickness, insect 
repellents, fever, skin and eye and den-
tal problems, indigestion, nausea, de-
hydration, pain, diarrhea, and types of 
antibiotics and disinfectants. There is 
plenty of scope to curate a customised 
list using this list as a benchmark.

The cover of the book is very at-
tractive, colourful, and eye-catching. 
Moreover, there are three Everest 
Summiteers who are on the Book Ad-
visory Panel, consisting of Ankur Bahl, 
Sangeeta Bahl, and Ratnesh Pandey. 
Ankur Bahl, one of the author’s school 
batch-mates, who summited Everest 
in 2016 at the age of 56, has written the 
foreword. In Ankur’s very own words, 
“Whether he or she is a trekker or a 
novice climber, who wants to climb 
higher, or a veteran climber wanting 
to brush up on the technicalities of the 
wilderness, this book will cater to both 
categories.”

The preface has been written by Rat-
nesh Pandey, who summited Everest in 
2016 as a 31-year old and is a good friend 
of the author’s.

THE PRISTINE BEAUTY OF THE HILLS 
AND FORESTS IN THE WILDERNESS
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TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Title: The Mountaineering 
Handbook 

Author: Sanjai Banerji 

Publisher:   Blue Rose Publishers



sports 15the daily guardian review
monday |  10 october 2022

new delhi

NATIONAL GAMES 2022

At  t h e  Na t i o n a l 
Games 2022 in Gu-
jarat on Saturday, 

Tokyo Olympian Srihari Na-
taraj won the men’s 100-me-
ter freestyle swimming com-
petition to win his sixth gold 
medal overall.

Srihari Nataraj of Karna-
taka competed at the Sardar 
Patel Aquatics Complex in 
Rajkot and set a new Na-
tional Games record with 
a time of 50.41 seconds to 
add to his collection of gold. 
Sajan Prakash, a fellow 
Olympian from Kerala who 
has five gold, two silver, and 
a bronze medal from this 
competition, came in sev-
enth in the 100m freestyle 

event.
At the National Games 

2022, this was Srihari Na-
taraj’s second gold medal in 
freestyle swimming. He had 
previously won two gold 
medals in the backstroke 
and relay competitions, re-

spectively.
SP Likhit took first place in 

the men’s 100-meter breast-
stroke competition, increas-
ing Services’ total number of 
gold medals won to 45. With 
30 gold medals, Haryana is 
in second place, and Maha-

rashtra is third with 28.
With 23 gold medals, 19 of 

which came from the aquat-
ics competitions, Karnataka 
has moved up to the fourth 
place.

With 22 gold medals, Tam-
il Nadu is sixth on the medal 
stand after defeating Kar-
nataka in the 4x100-meter 
medley relay final.

At the Sabarmati River-
front Sports Complex in 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat’s men 
defeated Madhya Pradesh 
2-0 in the men’s soft tennis 
final, giving their state 11 
gold medals overall.

Mohit Sherawat of Delhi 
won the men’s 81 kg gold 
at the Mahatma Mandir in 
Gandhinagar despite com-
peting in his semifinal and 
final matches with a dislo-

cated right shoulder.
Naveen John of Karnataka 

won the men’s 38 km time 
trial in the road cycling com-
petition on the highway east 
of Gandhinagar, while Tong-
bram Monorama Devi of 
Manipur won the women’s 
85 km road race by defeating 
Chayanika Gogoi of Assam 
and Pooja Baban Danole of 
Maharashtra.

At the Sardar Patel Aquat-
ics Complex in Rajkot, the 
teams playing water polo 
pulled together to win the 
men’s and women’s gold 
medals. In a thrilling men’s 
final, Services came back to 
overcome Kerala 10-8 with 
two late goals, and in the 
women’s round-robin final, 
Maharashtra women defeat-
ed Kerala 5-3 to win.

TDG NETWORK
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Srihari Nataraj wins gold in men’s 100-meter freestyle swimming.

Srihari Nataraj wins 100m freestyle 
swimming gold medal

TRI-NATION SERIES

DEVON CONWAY’S FIFTY 
HELPS NEW ZEALAND CLINCH 
EIGHT WICKET WIN
TDG NETWORK
CHRISTCHURCH 

Half-century from Devon 
Conway and tight bowling 
spells from bowlers helped 
New Zealand clinch an eight-
wicket win over Bangladesh 
in their tri-nation series 
(featuring Pakistan) match 
in Christchurch on Sunday.
With this win, New Zealand 
has some points on the table, 
with two points and one win 
in two matches under their 
belt. On the other hand, Ban-
gladesh has lost both of their 
games so far and is at the 
bottom of the table. Chasing 
138, opener Finn Allen once 
again fell for cheap to pacer 
Shoriful Islam. He was dis-
missed for 16 off 18 balls. 
Following this, captain Kane 
Williamson joined Conway. 
Both batters stabilised the 
innings and helped their side 
get through the powerplay 
without any major damage.
After the powerplay in six 
overs, New Zealand was at 
40/1, with Williamson (6*) 
and Conway (15*) at the 
crease.

The duo completed their 
50-run stand. Conway 
brought up his half-century 
after smashing Shoriful for 
a stylish boundary through 
extra cover. The 85-run 
stand between both teams 
was ended when skipper 
Williamson was trapped for 
30 off 29 by Hasan Mahmud 
after he was caught at mid-
on by Taskin Ahmed.

Glenn Phillips took the 
chase forward, helping New 
Zealand get across the finish-
ing line with 13 balls to spare 
and eight wickets in hand. 
Kiwis finished at 142/2 in 17.5 
overs with Conway (70*) and 
Phillips (23*).

Hasan Mahmud (1/26) and 
Shoriful Islam (1/39) got one 
wicket each.

Earlier, put to bat first by 
Kiwis, Tim Southee gave 
Bangladesh an early jolt, 
sending back Mehidy Hasan 
Miraz (5).

Then Najmul Hossain 
Shanto and Litton Das came 
to rebuild the innings and 
helped visitors complete six 
overs of powerplay without 
any damage at 41/1, with Das 
(9*) and Shanto (26*) at the 
crease.

The 41-run stand between 

the duo was broken when 
spinner Michael Bracewell 
caught and bowled Das for 
15. Soon, Ish Sodhi’s spin also 
did its magic, sending back 
Shanto for 33 off 29 balls. 
New Zealand made a short 
comeback in the match with 
these two quick scalps and 
reduced Bangladesh to 59/3 
in nine overs.

Sodhi and Bracewell add-
ed one more wicket each to 
their name, sending back 
Mosaddek Hossain (2) and 
Yasir Ali (7) in quick succes-
sion. Half of the Bangladesh 
batting lineup was back in 
the pavilion for 78 runs.

Captain Shakib Al Hasan 
and Afif Hossain helped the 
scoreboard pick up some 
speed once again. They 
helped their side get through 
the 100-run mark.

Devon Conway and Kane Williamson.
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CLEAN AND JERK CATEGORY

HARSHADA GARUD CAPTURES BRONZE AT 
ASIAN WEIGHTLIFTING CHAMPIONSHIPS
TDG NETWORK
MANAMA  

Indian weightlifter Harsha-
da Garud captured a bronze 
medal in the women’s 45 
kg category at the ongoing 
Asian Weightlifting Cham-
pionships 2022 in Manama, 
Bahrain.

On Saturday, Garud lifted 
68 kg in snatch and 84 kg 
in the clean and jerk cat-
egory, taking his combined 
lift to 152 kg. With this, she 
clinched her first-ever major 
medal at a senior event. The 
18-year-old was tied with the 
Philippines’ Rose Ramos on 
152 kg but the Indian won 
the medal on account of hav-
ing a better lift in the snatch 
category, for which she got 
the bronze medal in the sec-

tion.
Unlike the Olympics, 

where medals are given for 
total lift, medals are given 
separately for snatch, clean 
and jerk and total lifts in 
continental championships.

Khong My Phuong of Viet-
nam took home the gold 

with a total lift of 166 kg 
(78kg snatch + 88kg clean 
and jerk). Indonesia’s S Naf-
isatul Hariroh got the silver 
with a 162 kg (71kg + 91kg) 
lift.

Earlier in July, Garud had 
captured gold at Asian Youth 
and Junior Weightlifting 

Championship, with an ef-
fort of 157 kg. She scripted 
history in May when she be-
came the first Indian woman 
weightlifter to win gold at 
IWF Junior World Champi-
onships.

In women’s 49 kg, defend-
ing champion Jhilli Dalabe-
hera came in the fourth posi-
tion, with a combined lift of 
171 kg (77 kg in snatch and 
94 kg in clean and jerk). Her 
compatriot Gyaneshwari 
Yadav came fifth, with a 
combined lift of 171 kg (76 kg 
in snatch and 95 kg in clean 
and jerk).

Turkmenistan’s Yulduz 
Jumabayeva clinched bronze 
medal with combined lift of 
172 kg (75 kg in snatch and 97 
kg in clean and jerk).

Indian weightlifter Harshada Garud 

MAGNIFICENT BREAKS

BILLIARDS WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP: PANKAJ 
ADVANI WINS WORLD TITLE NUMBER 25
TDG NETWORK
KUALA LUMPUR  

Pankaj Advani, the best 
cueist in India, defeated fel-
low countryman Sourav 
Kothari 4-0 in the final of the 
IBSF World Championship 
on Saturday to win his 25th 
world championship.
Advani amused the vast 
crowd of onlookers by ma-
nipulating his cue like a ma-
gician’s wand. Advani made 
it plain from the first frame 
that the championship be-
longed to him. While his op-
ponent, who is still vying for 
his first IBSF World Cham-
pionship, had yet to score a 
point in the 150-up format, 
he quickly started the match 
to secure the first frame with 

a 149 break. Advani battled 
valiantly in the best-of-seven 
summit match to achieve 
the billiards National-Asian-
World golden trifecta in the 
same calendar year for a re-

cord fifth time.
After Kothari failed to take 
advantage of the few oppor-
tunities that his deserving 
opponent gave him, Advani 
won the second frame. Ad-

vani had a 2-0 lead and was 
halfway home after to a 77 
break. Advani then cranked 
up the heat while playing 
some superb pool to wow 
the Malaysian fans.
Advani strung up magnifi-
cent breaks of 86 and 60 
unfinished in the fourth set 
to put the icing on the cake 
and secure the win, demon-
strating once more why he is 
the man to beat in the 3-ball 
game.
In the final, Kothari earned 
a total of 72 points, while 
Advani accumulated almost 
600 points to successfully 
defend his championship 
for the sixth consecutive 
year. The event was last held 
in 2019 and was resurrected 
in 2019 due to the epidemic.

Pankaj Advani

NOVAK DJOKOVIC CRUISES INTO ASTANA FINAL

Novak Djokovic advanced 
to the final match on Satur-
day at the Astana Open after 
Daniil Medvedev retired 
from the duo’s semi-final 
clash at the end of a dramatic 
second-set tie-break due to a 
leg injury.

Medvedev’s shocking re-
tirement came moments 
after Djokovic had clinched 
a dramatic tie-break to level 
the match at 4-6, 7-6(6). “I 
really hope that his injury is 
nothing too serious. I know 
Daniil, he’s a great guy, he’s 

a fighter, he’s a big 
competitor. He 
wouldn’t retire a 
match if he didn’t 
feel that he [could] 
continue or [if it 
wouldn’t] worsen his 
injury. He told me that 
he pulled 
a n  a d-
ductor 
muscle 
i n  h i s 
leg,” ATP.
com quoted 
Djokovic as 
saying.

“It was such a 
close match, 

particularly in the 
second set. I would 
probably say he was 
a better player on the 
court in both sets. I 

was fighting and 
trying to find a 

way. I found a 
way to win 

t h e  s e c-
ond, but 
I’m just 
s ad  f o r 
the tour-
nament 
and for 
these 
people 
who 

were enjoying the battle, and 
for Daniil that it had to end 
this way,” he added.

Djokovic will now aim to 
seal back-to-back titles in 
Sunday’s final against Ste-
fanos Tsitsipas, who was a 
4-6, 6-4, 6-3 winner against 
Andrey Rublev. The Serbian, 
who lifted his 89th tour-level 
crown in Tel Aviv last week.

“We played a lot of drop 
shots once the balls got really 
big and fluffy and I couldn’t 
really penetrate through 
him,” Djokovic said.

“He’s like a wall. I’ve 
been in those shoes my-
self throughout my career, 

that players thought they 
couldn’t put a ball past me, 
but now I [know] how it 
feels when someone who re-
ally doesn’t make mistakes 
is on the opposite side of the 
net. He just makes you work 
really hard for every single 
point,” he said. The second 
set ended in a tie-break since 
there were no service breaks. 
The opening point was won 
by Medvedev. Djokovic 
used the drop shot on four 
straight points and won 
them all. When Medvedev’s 
forehand lob went long, he 
prevailed in the tie-break 
with yet another drop shot.

SEMI-FINAL CLASH
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Novak Djokovic 
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Shreyas Iyer’s unbeaten 
ton and Ishan Kishan’s 
93-run knock helped 

India beat South Africa by 
7 wickets here at the JSCA 
International Stadium to 
level the three-match ODI 
series 1-1.

Chasing a tricky 279-run 
target India did not get the 
ideal start losing their skip-
per Shikhar Dhawan for 13 
as the hosts lost their first 
wicket for 28. Left-arm pac-
er Wayne Parnell cleaned 
him up. Opener Shubman 
Gill looked in good touch 
hitting boundaries but he 
too was dismissed for 28 off 
26 by Kagiso Rabada caught 
and bowled.

At 48/2 India needed a 
partnership and Shreyas 
Iyer and Ishan Kishan 
did just that. Team India 
crossed the 50-run mark 
in 9.1 overs. The Iyer-Kis-
han duo batted sensibly to 
strike a 50-run partner-
ship off 70 balls and in the 
process crossed the triple-
figure mark in 20.3 overs.

Southpaw Ishan Kishan 
also went on to score his 
half-century off 60 balls. 
Iyer was the quicker off the 
two notching up his half-
century off just 48 balls. 
South African pacers had 
no answer to their partner-
ship as these two put on 
100 runs partnership for 
the third wicket.

Iyer-Kishan helped India 

reach the 150-run mark in 
27 overs. Wicket-keeper 
batter Ishan Kishan start-
ed batting aggressively and 
alongwith Iyer took the 
partnership beyond the 
150-run mark.

South African bowlers 
looked helpless as India 
crossed the 200-run mark 
in 33.3 overs. The 161-run 
partnership was finally 
broken when Bjorn Fortuin 
dimissed Ishan Kishan for 
93 falling just seven runs 
short of his maiden ODI 
ton.

Sanju Samson then joined 
Shreyas Iyer as the duo 
took India’s total beyond 
the 250-run mark in 42.1 
overs. Shreyas Iyer went 
on to score his second ODI 
ton off 103 balls and also 
crossed his previous best 
score of 103.

The iyer-Samson duo 
crossed the 50-run mark 
off 51 balls as the hosts 

inched closer to victory. 
Shreyas Iyer went on to hit 
the winning runs to help 
India chase down the target 
in 45.5 overs and level the 
three-match series 1-1.

Earlier in the day South 
African captain Keshav 
Maharaj won the toss and 
was elected to bat first in 
the second ODI.

South Africa made three 
changes while India made 
two. Temba Bavuma and 
Tabraiz Shamsi were re-
placed by Bjorn Fortuin and 
Reeza Hendricks, while 
Anrich Nortje came in for 
Lungi Ngidi. India brought 
in Shahbaz Ahmed, who 
made his debut, and Wash-
ington Sundar with Ravi 
Bishnoi and Ruturaj Gaik-
wad sitting out.

South Africa started the 
innings cautiously with the 
new ball seaming around. 
Mohammad Siraj opened 

with the new ball for India 
and had a massive appeal 
against Quinton de Cock 
when the left-hander was 
beaten on an inswinger in 
the very first over.

The ace pacer had the last 
laugh though as he dis-
missed de Cock in the third 
over to send him packing 
for the pavilion for a paltry 
score of five runs. The bat-
ter dragged an outside off 
delivery onto the stumps.

Janneman Malan then 
played a few eye-pleasing 
shots to take the South Af-
rican inning forward. The 
batter looked set to play a 
long innings but was sent 
back by debutant Shah-
baz Ahmed giving him his 
maiden ODI wicket. Malan 
missed the spinning ball to 
be struck on the pad. In-
dia took a review after the 
umpire denied the appeal, 
but the decision was over-
turned. South Africa fin-
ished at 40-2 after the end 
of the 10 overs.

Aiden Markram then 
joined Reeza Hendricks 
at the crease, the duo then 
steered the South Africa in-
nings to take them past the 
150-mark.

The South African in-
nings reached 122/2 at the 
end of the 25-over mark. 
Reeza Hendricks was at 
49 off 57 balls and Aiden 
Markram was 41 off 54 at 
the halfway mark.

Hendricks reached his 
fourth ODI fifty in the 26th 

over with a punch to the 
sweeper cover. Markram 
followed in the footsteps 
of his fellow teammate to 
bring up his fifty in the 28th 
over with a streaky outside 
edge.

The batting duo looked 
dangerous as they looked 
to run away with the game, 
as they brought up their 
century stand. Indian cap-
tain Shikhar Dhawan then 
brought back Siraj in the 
32nd over, a move which 
worked wonders for the 
team.

Hendricks was looking to 
up the ante but was caught 
at the boundary after fail-
ing to connect the ball 
sweetly. Shahbaz Ahmed 
gobbled up the catch at the 
deep square leg boundary 
to send back the batter for a 
score of 76 runs of 79 balls.

Heinrich Klaasen was the 
next batter who occupied 
the crease with Markram 
and shared a quick-fire 
partnership of 46 runs 
from 40 balls, with Klas-
sen blasting two fours and 
two sixes in the partnership 
while Markram also sent 
the ball to the boundary a 
few times.

Klassen was dismissed 
by Kuldeep Yadav after 
the batter tried to clear the 
boundary at long-on but 
failed to do so with Siraj 
completing an excellent 
running catch. The batter 
was dismissed for 30 runs 
off 26 balls.

IND VS SA

TDG NETWORK
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India’s Shreyas Iyer plays a shot during the 2nd ODI match between 
India and South Africa, at JSCA Stadium, in Ranchi on Sunday. 

2ND ODI: IYER’S TON HELPS 
INDIA LEVEL SERIES

JUDO

Continuous exposure is key 
to improve performance: 
Yamini Maurya

Yamini Maurya of Mad-
hya Pradesh won a gold at 
36th National Games in the 
women’s 57 kg category. She 
proved that at least there is 
no judoka to beat her at the 
national level. In the final 
at the Mahatma Mandir 
convention center, she de-
feated Savitri of Haryana 
and proved her supremacy. 
She said that winning gold 
was definitely her goal but 
she was not hoping that she 
would face so many one-
sided bouts.

Yamini won the gold in the 
National Championship in 
Lucknow recently. She gave 
full credit to her hard work 
and her foreign and Indian 
coaches. 

Yamini Maurya said, “Je-
evan sir worked hard. We 
used to work a lot on differ-
ent techniques. Both of these 
coaches made me psycho-
logically strong to prepare 
for the competitions.”

Yamini said that her next 
target is to win a medal in 
Asian Games and then she 
would start thinking about 
her ultimate goal of win-
ning an Olympic medal. She 
said that she would work 
hard and try to participate 
in tournaments as much as 
possible.

For the past few months, 
she was sweating it out only 
for the sake of success. She 
insisted that for all this she 
had to participate in inter-
national competitions un-

der the guidance of her able 
coaches. She said that she 
learnt a lot from her mis-
takes. 

Yamini laid emphasis that 
the exposure should be con-
tinued even if the perfor-
mance was mediocre and at 
this level, winning or losing 
didn’t matter much. Yamini 
has achieved so far at the 
junior level only in interna-
tional arena.

She has won bronze med-
als in Asian cadet and ju-
nior competitions. Her 
confidence after winning 
the gold at Commonwealth 
Junior Championship has 
increased a lot. Yamini said 
that in fact at the junior level 
she used more power like 
the other junior level judo-
kas but when we become 
senior, we realise that at this 
stage power is just a part of 
our tactics and the complete 

game is more important at 
this level.

Yamini said that when she 
used to practice in Indore at 
the junior level, her success 
was limited to the bronze 
medal only but when she 
practiced in Bhopal for 
four years, she was totally 
changed, gaining her con-
fidence which would make 
her national champion.

There are only a few Olym-
pians in the country in judo. 
The defeat of Garima Sriv-
astava was a big upset of the 
day. Garima had won gold at 
the Commonwealth Cham-
pionships in Birmingham a 
few years back but today she 
was first defeated by Mani-
pur’s Inunganbit and then 
for the bronze medal bout 
she lost to Ravneet Kaur. In-
unganbit had also defeated 
her in the National Champi-
onship in Lucknow.

MANOJ JOSHI
GANDHINAGAR  

Yamini Maurya has won a gold at 36th National Games in the wom-
en’s 57 kg category. 


