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Intense attacks

In what appears to be the 
heaviest wave of missile 
and rocket attacks since 
the opening week of the 
war, Russia on Monday 
launched long-range mis-
sile on Ukraine rocking 
multiple cities including the 
capital Kyiv, killing as many 
as 10 people and injuring 
60. 

Confirming this, in a 
television appearance, 
Putin said Russia had 
struck military and infra-

structure targets across 
Ukraine following the 
Crimea bridge blast that 
took place on Saturday. 
Putin threatened further 
“harsh” responses that 

correspond “to the level 
of threat to the Russian 
Federation, have no doubt 
about it,” while accusing 
Kyiv of “terrorism.” 

Russia launches heaviest 
wave of missile attacks on 
Ukraine, at least 10 killed 

Pure PolItIcs? for a cause 

No division in Congress 
over Adani, BJP 
misleading people: Gehlot

MP kartIkeya sharMa 
to attend Inter-
ParlIaMentary unIon Meet, 
leaves for rwanda 

Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot has asserted 
that there’s no division in 
the Congress after industri-
alist Gautam Adani promised 
massive investment in the 
state and alleged the opposi-
tion was misleading people 
on the issue. 

Gehlot has been battling 
criticism since sharing the 
stage with Adani during the 
two-day “Invest Rajasthan 
Summit” last week as the 
BJP asked him why he was 
accepting investments from 
an industrialist who Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi 
has attacked.

Gandhi has often ques-
tioned Adani’s “close ties” 
with the BJP. “Were the 3,000 

delegates from Congress? We 
don’t make divisions on the 
basis of who is from the BJP 
and who is from Congress. 
Whoever brings investment, 
will give something to the 
state...it’s the government’s 
duty to give them approval,” 
Gehlot clarified on Sunday. 

He also stressed that the 
opposition BJP would pay a 
heavy price for “deceiving” 
people on the issue. 

“Gautam Adani came and 
spoke about Rs 60,000 
crore investment. That has 
been turned into an issue. 
BJP leaders are misleading 
people, they have to pay a 
heavy price for it,” the chief 
minister added. 

Earlier on 8 October, after 
the criticism, Rahul Gandhi 
had backed up Gehlot and 

Deputy Chairman of Rajya 
Sabha, Harivansh, is lead-
ing a parliamentary delega-
tion to Rwanda to attend 
the 145th Assembly of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(IPU). 

“12 Member delegation in-
cluding Deputy Chairman 
Rajya Sabha Harivansh, 
Rajya Sabha MP Kartikeya 
Sharma, Secretary General 
Rajya Sabha P C Mody, Lok 
Sabha MP Diya Kumari, 
Vishnu Dayal Ram and 
other MPs and officials of 
Parliament will attend IPU 
assembly,” an official of 
Parliament said on Mon-
day. 

The Indian Parliamentary 
delegation, led by Deputy 
Chairman Rajya Sabha, 
will attend a 5-day confer-
ence in the capital city of Ki-
gali in Rwanda, to be held 
from 11-15 October.

The General Debate will 
focus on the overall theme 
of Gender equality and gen-
der-sensitive parliaments 
as drivers of change for a 
more resilient and peaceful 
world. It will also provide 
a platform for delegates to 
deliberate, exchange views 
and galvanize parliamen-
tary action in this area.

The Assembly will adopt 
resolutions on the emer-
gency issues and on the 
subjects to be taken up by 
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joInt efforts 

note of dIssent

IndIa, australIa bat for ‘More 
aggressIve’ strategy to tackle 
chIna’s challenges 

2 judges of SC Collegium oppose 
process of selection 

The Chinese military’s 
aggressive moves in the 
strategic Indo-Pacific re-
gion figured prominently 
during the talks between 
External Affairs Minister 

S Jaishankar and his Aus-
tralian counterpart Penny 
Wong. EAM and Australian 
Defence Minister Richard 
Marles also discussed the 
challenges being posed by 
China in the region. Sources 
told The Daily Guardian that 
the Australian Defence 

Minister underlined the need 
for New Delhi and Canberra 
to adopt a more aggressive 
strategy to jointly deal with 
the Chinese challenges. The 
Australian foreign minister 
was also of the same view, 
sources added.

Two out of five judges of the 
Supreme Court Collegium 
headed by the Chief Justice 
of India have opposed the 
process of selection and ap-

pointing judges by circula-
tion for filing up the vacan-
cies in the Supreme Court. 

These facts were disclosed 
in the statement, issued on 9 
October which became pub-
lic on Monday, by an SC Col-
legium bench comprising 

Chief Justice of India U.U. 
Lalit, Justices D.Y. Chandra-
chud, Sanjay Kishan Kaul, 
S Abdul Nazeer, and K.M. 
Joseph. 

“Thus, the proposal initi-
ated by the CJI had concur-
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‘netajI’ MulayaM no More
end of an era 

Ending an era in Indian 
politics, Samajwadi 
Party founder and 

three-time Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Mulayam 
Singh Yadav passed away 
at a Gurugram hospital on 
Monday after prolonged 
illness. Mulayam, who 
spawned the state’s most 
prominent political clan and 
played a key role on the na-
tional stage, died at the age 
of 82. 

“My respected father and 
‘Netaji’ to all is no more,” his 
son Akhilesh Yadav said in 
a tweet in Hindi on Monday 

morning. 
Mualyam was admitted to 

Gurugram’s Medanta Hospi-
tal on 22 August and shifted 
to its Intensive Care Unit 
on 2 October. He had been 
quite critical for the last few 
days and was on life-saving 
drugs. The leader was being 
treated in the intensive care 
unit of a Gurugram hospital 
by a comprehensive team of 
specialists. 

For a long time, Mulayam 
Singh Yadav, a veteran 
politician who saw Uttar 
Pradesh go through many 
ups and downs during his 
five-decade-long career, re-
mained synonymous with 
the politics of the state. Of-

ten referred to as a politician 
whose ears were always 
close to the ground, Mu-
layam Singh’s career had 
been strewn with promises 
of building and breaking ties 
nonetheless.

In fact, he was so well-
versed in the politics of the 
most populous state of India 
that he was fondly called 
“Netaji” by his admirers as 
well as his detractors. Born 
on 22 November 1939, in Sai-
fai village of Etawah district, 
Mulayam Singh Yadav rose 
quickly in politics and be-
came the Chief Minister of 
Uttar Pradesh thrice; he also 
served in the Union Govern-
ment once as the Defence 

Minister. He was elected 10 
times as MLA and 7 times as 
Lok Sabha MP. As long was 
his political career, a similar 
number of controversies sur-
rounded it. 

His was the story of a poli-
tician who almost became 
the Prime Minister of India. 
In 1996, when the United 
Front was poised to form 
the government, Mulayam 
Singh’s name was floated 
to lead the alliance. It was 
opposed by leaders, includ-
ing Lalu Prasad Yadav. He 
again saw an opportunity in 
2014 but the election results 
dampened the possibility 
forever. People close to him 
said that the Samajwadi pa-

triarch nursed a grievance 
that he could not become 
the Prime Minister of India 
despite being the chief min-
ister of the most-populous 
state three times.  

His career began when he 
was elected an MLA in 1967 
at the age of 28. he founded 
the Samajwadi Party on 
4 October 1992, and soon 
turned it into a regional par-
ty based in Uttar Pradesh. 
His son Akhilesh Yadav took 
over the reins of the party 
later and is now its president. 

Condolences  poured 
in from across the po-
litical spectrum and Uttar 
Pradesh’s BJP government 

Mulayam Singh Yadav’s was the story of a politician who almost became 
the Prime Minister of India. 
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sena vs sena strong suPPort 

ec allots new 
naMes to shIv sena 
factIons, uddhav 
gets ‘flaMIng torch’ 

sc bar 
assocIatIon 
condeMns 
vIlIfIcatIon 
of justIce 
chandrachud

The Election Commission 
(EC) on Monday allotted 
the name ‘Balasahebanchi 
ShivSena’ to the Shinde 
faction and ‘’Shiv Sena 
(Uddhav Balasaheb Thac-
keray)’ to the faction led by 
Uddhav Thackeray ahead 
of next month’s bypoll in 
Andheri East constitu-
ency. 

The poll panel has de-
clined to allot ‘Trishul’, 
‘Rising Sun’ and ‘Gada’ as 
symbols as they are “not in 
the list of free symbols”. It 
asked the Shinde faction of 

Shiv Sena to furnish a list 
of three fresh symbols by 
October 11 and declared 
the ‘flaming torch’ as the 
symbol of candidates of the 
Thackeray faction in the 
current by-election and till 
the final order is passed in 
the current dispute. 

The poll panel had earlier 
barred the group led by 
former Maharastra Chief 
Minister Uddhav Thacker-
ay and State Chief Minster 
Eknath Shinde from us-
ing the symbol “Bow and 
Arrow, reserved for “Shiv 
Sena, in the upcoming 
Andheri East bye-election 
on 3 November. 

Supreme Court Bar Asso-
ciation (SCBA) on Monday 
condemned the vilification 
of Justice DY Chandrachud 
of the Supreme Court. 

In a statement, SCBA said 
that, “Executive Committee 
of Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation unanimously re-
solves to strongly condemn 
the vilification of Dr Justice 
D.Y. Chandrachud, Judge, 
Supreme Court of India, to 
malign his image, while he 
is being considered for an 
important assignment of the 
Chief Justice of India.” “The 

ruPee dIves to 
all-tIMe low vs 
dollar
MuMbai: The rupee on Mon-
day dropped to a fresh record 
low against the uS dollar, with 
an increased sell-off resulting 
from the good uS jobs report 
which hints at more aggressive 
hikes from uS Federal reserve. 
The local currency declined 37 
paise, to a record low of 82.67 
versus the greenback. The indi-
an rupee had been depreciating 
and posting record lows from 
concerns over Fii outflows, ris-
ing oil prices, ebbing interests 
from domestic investors, rising 
uS Treasury yields and demand 
for the greenback. 

3 awarded nobel 
PrIze In 
econoMIcs 
STocKholM: The Sveriges 
riksbank prize in economic 
Sciences in Memory of alfred 
Nobel was on Monday awarded 
to ben S bernanke, Douglas 
w Diamond, and philip h 
Dybvig for their research work 
on bank regulation and how 
financial crises should be 
managed. “breaKiNG NewS: 
The royal Swedish academy of 
Sciences has decided to award 
the 2022 Sveriges riksbank 
prize in economic Sciences in 
Memory of alfred Nobel to ben 
S. bernanke, Douglas w. Dia-
mond and philip h. Dybvig for 
research on banks and financial 
crises,” the official Twitter 
handle of the Nobel prize said 
in a tweet. 

full waIver on 
water bIlls tIll 
31 deceMber In 
delhI
New Delhi: Delhi chief 
Minister arvind Kejriwal on 
Monday announced a 100 per 
cent waiver on water bills till 31 
December 31 this year in the 
national capital. The cM further 
added that the people will be 
relieved from the outstanding 
water bills. Kejriwal took to 
Twitter and wrote, “The govern-
ment has taken a big decision 
to provide relief to the people 
of Delhi from the outstanding 
water bills. late fees (late pay-
ment surcharge) on outstand-
ing water bills will be 100% 
waived till 31 December 2022. 
you can pay your old outstand-
ing bills without worrying about 
late fees”.

top of the day

Russian President Vladimir Putin threatens 
further ‘harsh’ responses, signifying a 
prolonged phase of war with Ukraine. 

IndIa ‘deePly concerned’: Mea
New Delhi: india on Monday raised concern over the escalation of 
conflict in ukraine after the crimea bridge attack on Saturday. “india 
is deeply concerned at the escalation of conflict in ukraine, including 
targeting of infrastructure and deaths of civilian,” read the Ministry 
of external affairs release. in what appears to be the heaviest wave 
of missile and rocket attacks since the opening week of the war, Kyiv 
and other ukrainian cities were rocked by deadly russian strikes on 
Monday. officials said they targeted critical energy infrastructure and 
several regions of ukraine are now suffering power outages. india 
urged both russia and ukraine for the immediate cessation of hostili-
ties and urgent return to the path of diplomacy and dialogue. 

Farewell, Netaji

Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav, Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party Chief 
Shivpal Singh Yadav and others near the mortal remains of Samajwadi 

Party founder Mulayam Singh Yadav, in Saifai on Monday. ANi
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Pure Politics?

clarified his 
stance, saying that 
he was against 
monopoly and 

not against any corporates. 
He also said that no state chief 
would refuse the deal offered 
to the Rajasthan chief minis-
ter Gehlot. 

“Mr Adani gave a proposal 
of Rs 60,000 crore to Rajas-
than. No CM would refuse 
such a proposal. The Rajast-
han chief minister didn’t give 

any preferential treatment 
to Adani or use his political 
power to help his business,” 
Gandhi told reporters in Kar-
nataka, where he is leading 
his Bharat Jodo Yatra. 

The Adani Group has 
promised to invest Rs 65,000 
crore in Rajasthan over the 
next 5-7 years by setting up 
10,000 MW solar power 
capacity and creating over 
40,000 direct and indirect 
jobs. 

No divisioN iN coNgress 
over AdANi, BJP 
misleAdiNg PeoPle: gehlot

Note of disseNt

Note of cAutioN

2 judges of SC Collegium 
oppose process of selection 

India advises citizens to avoid 
non-essential travel to Ukraine
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for A cAuse

mP KArtiKeyA 
shArmA to 
AtteNd iNter-
PArliAmeNtAry 
uNioN meet, 
leAves for 
rwANdA 

t h e  S t a n d i n g 
Committee on 
Democracy and 
Human Rights. 

The Governing Council 
will examine and adopt a 
number of decisions, in-
cluding on cases of viola-
tion of the human rights 
of parliamentarians. The 
Assembly is expected to 
conclude with the adoption 
of an outcome document 
on the overall theme of the 
General Debate.

Inter-Parliamentary 
Union is an association of 
all the Parliament of the 
world in which contempo-
rary issues facing humani-
ty are discussed and future 
road maps are decided.

JoiNt efforts

India, Australia bat for ‘more aggressive’ 
strategy to tackle China’s challenges 

“We 
don’t want to see 
any one country 
dominating or any 

country being dominated,” 
said Australia FM Penny 
Wong. This is being viewed 
by diplomats as a clear mes-
sage to China. In another 
message to Beijing, Wong 
declared that Australia 
and India’s partnership is 
key to dictating the future 
of the Indo-Pacific amid a 
systemic “reshaping” of the 
region. Penny Wong also 
called partnership with 
India ‘critical’, signalling 
that Australia would be 
working for developing 
much deeper strategic ties 
with India so as to tackle 
any kind of challenges in the 
Indo-Pacific.

She also said India and 
Australia have recognized 
that the strategic Indo-Pacific 
region is being «reshaped» 
both economically and stra-
tegically, and the partnership 
with India is a «critical part» 
of shaping the region, amidst 

China›s aggressive posturing.
After meeting the Aus-

tralian Defence Minister, 
EAM said that the growing 
defence and security coop-
eration between both coun-
tries ensures a peaceful, 
prosperous and rules-based 
Indo-Pacific region. The talks 
between Jaishankar and the 
Australian ministers assume 
significance in view of the 
upcoming QUAD meeting, 
for which a date is being dis-
cussed. The Quad comprises 
Australia, India, US and Ja-
pan.   

The US, India and several 
other world powers have 
been talking about the need 
to ensure a free, open and 
thriving Indo-Pacific in the 
backdrop of China’s rising 
military might in the re-
gion. China claims nearly all 
of the disputed South China 
Sea, though Taiwan, the 
Philippines, Brunei, Malay-
sia and Vietnam all claim 
parts of it. Beijing has built 
artificial islands and military 
installations in the South 

China Sea.
Sources said that all these 

points figured during the 
talks in Australia. The min-
isters stressed on the need to 
“fine-tune the existing strat-
egy” during the next Quad 
meeting in presence of the 
ministers from the US and 
Japan as well.  Jaishankar, 
who arrived in Canberra 
on Monday, also met Aus-
tralia’s Education Minister 
Jason Clare and discussed 
the importance of quality 
education.

This is Jaishankar’s sec-
ond visit to Australia this 
year. The first visit was in 
February 2022 when he 
attended Quad Foreign 
Ministers’ Meeting in Mel-
bourne.  “At the Foreign 
Ministers’ Framework 
Dialogue, we discussed 
accelerating and deepening 
economic ties, including 
through our Economic 
Cooperation and Trade 
Agreement,” Wong stated. 

“ We  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d 
strengthening our people 

to people ties and education 
links, reinforcing our defence 
and security cooperation 
and enhancing our climate 
change and new clean en-
ergy engagement, includ-
ing through the Quad,» she 
added.  After concluding his 
first-ever visit to New Zea-
land,  Jaishankar received a 
«Tiranga welcome» in Can-
berra.

 Meanwhile, Australia and 
India have agreed to expand 
their diplomatic footprints, 
with Australia recommitting 
to open a Consulate-General 
in Bengaluru, and India 
planning an additional 
consulate in Australia, said 
the Australian Foreign 
Minister. The Australian 
Minister said, “Australia 
and India are comprehen-
sive strategic partners, we 
are Quad partners and most 
fundamentally, we share 
the Indo-Pacific region. We 
have a shared interest and a 
shared ambition in a stable 
and prosperous region where 
sovereignty is respected.»

iNteNse AttAcKs

The 
K r e m l i n  s a i d 
t h a t  a  h u g e 
m i s s i l e  s a lvo 

across Ukraine launched 
by its forces was within 
the framework of what 
Russia calls its “special 
military operation” in 
Ukraine.

Uk r a i n e’s  P r e s i de nt 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, on 
the other hand, accused 
Russia of trying to “destroy” 
Ukrainians and wipe them 
“off the face of the earth”. 
Zelenskyy also said Rus-
sian forces launched dozens 
of missiles against Ukraine 
and the targets were civilian 
areas and energy facilities in 
10 cities. The general staff of 
the Ukraine armed forces 
said 75 missiles were fired 
against Ukrainian targets 
adding that 41 of them were 
neutralized by air defenses. 

-Zelenskyy further said 
the missile strikes tar-
geted Ukraine’s energy 
facilities and its people. 
“ They have especially 
chosen the time and the 
targets to create the most 
damage,” he said while 

standing outside his of-
fice in the center of Kyiv. 
Moscow wanted to de-
stroy Ukraine’s “energy 
system,” Zelenskyy said, 
adding that the Ukraini-
ans shot down 38 incom-
ing projectiles. He urged 
people to stay in shelters 
on Monday.

Local media citing city’s 
mayor reported that mul-
tiple explosions rocked 
Ukraine’s capital Kyiv. Ex-
plosions also reported in 
the cities of Lviv, Zhytomyr, 
Khmelnytsky, Dnipro and, 
Ternopil. The Kyiv Indepen-
dent reported, multiple ex-
plosions are being reported 
in cities all across the coun-
try. Eyewitnesses are report-
ing powerful explosions and 
power outages in Kyiv. 

Kyiv Independent quoted 

advisor to Ukraine’s Interior 
Minister, Rostyslav Smirnov 
stating that the attack on 
central Kyiv has killed eight 
people while injuring 24 per-
sons. As of around 8:45 am 
(local time), six cars caught 
fire and over 15 cars were 
damaged as a result of the 
attack on Kyiv’s Shevchen-
kivskyi district. 

Plumes of smoke were seen 
billowing out from several ar-
eas in Kyiv. Dramatic footage 
of BBC correspondent Hugo 
Bachega who was reporting 
live from the area ducking as 
explosions were heard in the 
capital Kyiv, soon began to be 
circulated on social media. 
Suddenly, several explosions 
were heard from behind fol-
lowing which the reporting 
was cut short. 

The series of Russian mis-

siles launched at Ukraine 
was aimed at “critical in-
frastructure to destroy the 
country’s energy supply,” 
according to a Ukrainian 
government official. 

Kyrylo Tymoshenko, 
deputy head of the Office 
of the President of Ukraine, 
also warned Ukrainians to 
be prepared for blackouts. 
“Power facilities from Lviv 
to Zaporizhzhia, Kyiv to 
Khmelnytskyi region, Dni-
pro and Vinnytsia, Ivano-
Frankivsk region, Sumy 
region, Kharkiv region, Zhy-
tomyr region, Kirovohrad, 
and the entire south are tar-
geted,” Tymoshenko said on 
Telegram. 

“This may affect the stabil-
ity of energy supply, so we 
need to be prepared for the 
consequences of such shell-
ing, up to rolling blackouts,” 
he added.

The Ukrainian State Emer-
gency Service said there is no 
electricity supply in five re-
gions -- Lviv, Poltava, Sumy, 
Kharkiv and Ternopil -- and 
power supply has been par-
tially disrupted in the rest of 
the country.

russiA lAuNches heAviest wAve of missile 
AttAcKs oN uKrAiNe, At leAst 10 Killed

‘Netaji’ Mulayam 
no more

iAf to iNduct womeN officers to fly lch

guJArAt, BJP hAve uNBreAKABle 
relAtioNshiP: Pm modi

eNd of AN erA

flyiNg high

douBle eNgiNe 

announced 
a three-day 

mourning.
Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi 
condoled the demise of 
Samajwadi Patriarch. He 
said Yadav was a key soldier 
for Indian democracy dur-
ing the period of the Emer-
gency. “Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav Ji distinguished himself 
in UP and national politics. 
He was a key soldier for de-
mocracy during the Emer-
gency. As Defence Minister, 
he worked for a stronger In-
dia. His Parliamentary inter-
ventions were insightful and 
emphasised on furthering 
national interest,” tweeted 
PM Modi. 

“I had many interactions 
with Mulayam Singh Yadav 
Ji when we served as Chief 
Ministers of our respective 
states. The close associa-
tion continued and I always 
looked forward to hearing 
his views. His demise pains 
me. Condolences to his fam-
ily and lakhs of supporters. 
Om Shanti,” Prime Minister 
said in another tweet. 

The prime minister also at-
tached several pictures of the 
late leader. 

PM Modi termed Mu-
layam Singh Yadav as a 
“remarkable personality.” 
“He was widely admired 
as a humble and grounded 
leader who was sensitive 
to people’s problems. He 
served people diligently 
and devoted his life towards 
popularising the ideals of 

Loknayak JP and Dr Lohia,” 
the PM wrote. 

Congress president Sonia 
Gandhi said the voice of so-
cialist ideas has fallen silent 
with the demise of Sama-
jwadi Party leader Mulayam 
Singh Yadav.

As the defence minister 
of the country and the chief 
minister of Uttar Pradesh, 
the contribution of Mulay-
am Singh Yadav will remain 
unforgettable, Mrs. Gandhi 
said in her message. “More 
than that, his struggle for the 
oppressed and downtrod-
den will always be remem-
bered,” she said.

Whenever there was a 
need to protect the constitu-
tional values   of the country, 
the Congress has always got 
his support, she added.

Veteran BJP leader LK 
Advani expressed deep 
grief on the demise of 
Samajwadi Party supremo 
Mulayam Singh Yadav and 
expressed condolences. 
“I am deeply saddened to 
condole the passing away 
of Mulayam Singh Yadav, 
former Chief Minister and 
founder of the Samajwadi 
Party”, read the letter from 
the veteran leader. Recall-
ing his association with the 
Samajwadi Party supremo, 
Advani wrote, “I recall my 
interaction with him dur-
ing the Ram Janmabhoomi 
Movement. Although we 
were ideologically very dif-
ferent, the mutual respect 
we shared will be cherished 
by me”.

Amid the growing strength 
of women officers in the 
Indian Air Force, the force 
is now planning to induct 
female pilots into the Light 
Combat Helicopter fleet. 
“The fleet will have women 
officers flying the Light 
Combat Helicopters,” IAF 
officials said when asked if 
some pilots would be flying 
the choppers named Pra-
chand by Defence Minister. 

The aircraft was inducted 
into the service recently on 
3 October, and 10 choppers 
would be inducted in the 
near future. 

The women officers are al-
ready flying the ALH Dhruv 
and other helicopters in the 
fleet. They would be flying 
the LCH fleet also and wom-
en officers are in the process 
of being identified for this, 
they said. 

IAF chief Air Chief Mar-
shal V.R. Chaudhari is in 
favour of opening all av-

enues for female officers 
and the IAF is the first force 
to induct women in com-
bat roles, they said. The 
IAF is also going to induct 
women officers in the Ag-
niveer recruitment scheme 
who would be joining men 
as the personnel below of-
ficer rank for the first time. 
This is the first time that the 
Air Force has announced 
women candidates joining 
the force at the personnel be-
low officer Ranks level. The 
Navy and Army had made 

announcements of induct-
ing women. 

While announcing the 
scheme for inducting fe-
males as soldiers, Chaudhari 
said, “We as an organisation 
are gender agnostic and 
recognise merit and per-
formance above everything 
else. A high ratio of women 
officers in the IAF is testi-
mony to our commitment to 
providing equal opportunity 
and a level playing field for 
every individual irrespective 
of gender.” 

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Monday 
said that Gujarat and 

the Bharatiya Janata Party 
have an “unbreakable rela-
tionship” which has been 
developed because of the 
people’s immense love. 

“Gujarat and BJP have an 
unbreakable relationship, 
which is not just about poli-
tics, but their compassionate 
love that comes from within. 
That is why you have always 

kept the lotus blooming,” PM 
Modi said while addressing 
the Jan Vishwas Sammelan 
in Gujarat’s Anand. 

He emphasised the devel-
opments in Gujarat under 
the administration of the 
“double engine government 
of Narendra Modi-Bhupen-
dra Patel” and said that they 
stand for the state’s overall 
development. 

“Gujarat BJP stands for 
service, security and peace. 
It means excellent business 
and the power to fatally 
strike against the forces that 

try to break society. Gujarat 
BJP means the support and 
development for all,” he said. 

Later in his address, PM 
Modi said that he wants to 
“rule” Gujarat in the next 
decade and added that the 
state will emerge as a hydro 
hub, pharma hub and semi-
conductor hub, electric 
wheel manufacturing hub. 
He called the Gujarat people 
lucky for getting a CM who 
has an experience of 25 
years. 

PM Modi said, “When I be-
came Gujarat CM, I did not 

have much experience in 
administration. But it is our 
privilege that CM Bhupen-
dra Patel has an experience 
of around 25 years ranging 
from panchayat to Assem-
bly.” 

Due to the hard work of 
the people of Gujarat, the 
Prime Minister had also 
said during his address 
on the foundation of mul-
tiple projects worth over 
Rs 8,000 crore in Amod’s 
Bharuch in Gujarat that a 
golden age for the youth has 
started in the state.

stroNg suPPort 

sc BAr AssociAtioN 
coNdemNs vilificAtioN 
of Justice chANdrAchud

complaint 
appears 

to be prima facie 
false and is de-
liberately made 

at the time when he is be-
ing considered for such ap-
pointment, especially when 
the facts narrated in the 
complaint are 11 months old. 
The person making the said 
complaint has a very low 
credibility and is in a habit of 
making reckless allegations 
against the important Consti-
tutional functionaries in the 
past also,” SCBA said. 

The Executive Committee 
of the Supreme Court Bar As-
sociaton strongly deprecated 
such an attempt and said, 
“In our view, this complaint 

should not be given any cre-
dence by any authority and 
stringent action should be 
taken against this unscru-
pulous person.” 

As per the established prac-
tice of the Chief Justice nam-
ing the senior-most judge as 
his or her successor, Justice 
DY Chandrachud is expected 
to be appointed as the 50th 
Chief Justice of India. 

Justice DY Chandrachud, 
who is the current second 
senior most judge of the Su-
preme Court, is expected to 
be the next Chief Justice of In-
dia. The Central government 
last week has asked Chief 
Justice of India Uday Umesh 
Lalit to name his successor 
as he retires on 8 November. 

“we reiterate escalation of hostilities is in no 
one’s interest. we urge immediate cessation of 

hostilities and urgent return to the path of diplomacy and 
dialogue,” read MeA release. india has consistently main-
tained since the beginning of the conflict that the global 

order is anchored in the principles of the UN Charter, international law 
and respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity of all states.

The release further added that india stands ready to support all such 
efforts aimed at de-escalation.

iNdiA ‘deePly coNcerNed’: meA

rence from 
Justice 

Sanjay Kishan 
Kaul and Justice 
K.M. Joseph. Jus-

tice D.Y. Chandrachud and 
Justice S. Abdul Nazeer 
had objected to the process 
of selection and appointing 
judges by circulation,” the 
SC collegium said. 

“The matter was, there-
fore, ideally suited to have a 
discussion across the table 
amongst the Judges, form-
ing the Collegium,” the Col-
legium said, adding that a 
letter dated 7 October 2022, 
has been received from the 
Union Law Minister re-
questing the CJI to nominate 
his successor to take over the 
office of CJI w.e.f. 9 Novem-
ber 2022.

“In the circumstances, no 
further steps need be taken 
and the unfinished work in 
the meeting called for 30 
September 2022, is closed 
without there being any 

further deliberation. The 
meeting dated 30 September 
2022, stands discharged,” 
the letter stated. 

The procedure of circu-
lating the judgments of the 
prospective candidates and 
making an objective assess-
ment of their relative merit 
was introduced for the first 
time in the meeting held 
on 26 September 2022, and 
though the name of Jus-
tice Dipankar Dutta was 
also cleared in that meet-
ing, a demand was raised 
by some of the members of 
the Collegium that it should 
have more judgments of the 
other candidates. Therefore, 
the meeting was postponed 
to 30 September 2022, and 
more judgments were cir-
culated. 

The statement said, “For 
filling up vacancies of Judg-
es in the Supreme Court, 
informal deliberations had 
been going on for some 
time and a formal meeting 

took place on 26 September 
2022, when the names of 
eleven Judges were consid-
ered. As there was unanim-
ity of opinion on the name 
of Justice Dipankar Dutta, 
Chief Justice, High Court of 
Bombay, a Resolution to that 
effect was passed and the 
consideration of the names 
of the other ten Judges was 
deferred till 30 September 
2022”. 

The letters of Justice Chan-
drachud and Justice S. Ab-
dul Nazeer however, did not 
disclose any views against 
any of these candidates. 

Currently, the Supreme 
Court is functioning with 
29 serving judges. The 
sanctioned strength of the 
Supreme Court is 34 includ-
ing the Chief Justice of India. 
The decision of filling up 
vacancies of Judges in the 
Supreme Court will be now 
taken by the next SC Colle-
gium under the leadership 
of next CJI takes the post. 

Amid the escalating situ-
ation in Ukraine, Indian 
nationals in Ukraine are 
advised to avoid all non-es-
sential travel to and within 
Ukraine, the Embassy of 
India in Kyiv said in a state-
ment on Monday.

The Indian Embassy in 
Kyiv advised the Indian 
citizens to strictly adhere 
to the safety and security 
guidelines issued by the 
Ukrainian Government 
and local authorities and 
avoid non-essential travel 
within the country. “In 
view of the current es-
calation of hostilities in 

Ukraine, Indian nation-
als are advised to avoid all 
non-essential travel to and 
within Ukraine. They must 
strictly follow the safety 
and security guidelines is-
sued by the Ukrainian Gov-
ernment and local authori-
ties,” the statement read.

“Indian nationals are 
requested to keep the Em-

bassy informed about the 
status of their presence in 
Ukraine to enable the Em-
bassy to reach out to them, 
where required,” it added.

Moreover, India urged 
both Russia and Ukraine 
for the immediate cessation 
of hostilities and an urgent 
return to the path of diplo-
macy and dialogue.
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RemembeRing mulayam Singh yadav
A wrestler-turned-politician, 'Netaji', as he was fondly known,  dominated 
Indian politics for more than five decades with many ups and downs.

lalu-mulayam: jugalbandi of SocialiSt movement 
TDG NeTwork 
patna

DROUPADI MURMU 
PRESIDENT OF INDIA

“The death of Shri Mulayam 
Singh Yadav is an irrepa-
rable loss to the country. The 
achievements of Mulayam 
Singh Yadav ji, who came from 
an ordinary environment, 
were extraordinary. ‘Dharti 
Putra’ Mulayam ji was a down-
to-earth veteran leader. He was 
respected by people of all par-
ties. My deepest condolences to 
his family members and sup-
porters!” 

KIREN RIJIJU
UNION LAW AND JUSTICE MINISTER
“Very saddened by the sad demise of 
Samajwadi Party patriarch and for-
mer CM of UP Sh #MulayamSinghYa-
dav ji. He was a mass grassroot leader. 
Extending my deepest condolences to 
his family. I pray for his departed soul. 
Om Shanti.” 

JAIRAM RAMESH
“Mulayam Singh Yadav was a stalwart 
Lohiaite but had admirers across po-
litical spectrum. His tenures as CM 
of UP were very consequential. He 
played a key national role on 2 occa-
sions: Deve Gowda & Gujral govts 
as Defence Min,& in 2002 when he 
proposed APJ Abdul Kalam for Presi-
dent.”

ASHOK GEHLOT
CHIEF MINISTER, RAJASTHAN
“My heartfelt condolences on demise 
of founder-patron of @samajwadipar-
ty, former central minister and former 
CM of UP, Sh #MulayamSinghYadav 
ji. As a veteran politician, his contribu-
tion was immense. May his family find 
the strength to bear this loss. May the 
departed soul rest in peace.” 

NITISH KUMAR
CHIEF MINISTER, BIHAR
“His death is an irreparable loss to 
the nation. He was a great social-
ist leader. He was also the Defense 
Minister of the country. He was one 
of the effective voices fighting for the 
rights of the poor. His important con-
tribution to the development of Uttar 
Pradesh and the country will always 
be remembered. We had a personal 
attachment to him. His death deeply 
saddens me. May God rest his soul and 
give strength to his family to bear patience.” 

K CHANDRASHEKAR RAO
CHIEF MINISTER, TELANGANA
“Shri Mulayam Singh had joined 
politics inspired by great socialist 
leader Shri Ram Manohar Lohia and 
freedom fighter Sri Raj Narayan. He 
strived for the welfare of the poor and 
downtrodden as the three-time Chief 
Minister of India’s most populated 
State, UP and as Union Cabinet Min-
ister.” 

mulayam oveR the yeaRS
Won his first assembly poll 
as a Samyukta Socialist Party 
candidate from Jaswantnagar.

Mulayam starts his innings in 
Lok Sabha and settles for the 
portfolio of defence helming the 
ministry for next two years. 

SP loses Assembly election 
as Mayawati-led BSP wins 
absolute majority for the first 
time in the state since 1991. 
Mulayam serves as the leader 
of opposition till 2009.

Assumes charge of UP Chief 
Minister for the first time 
heading Janata Dal government 
with BJP’s support.

Elected from Mainpuri 
SP returns to power with 224 
seats. Mulayam declares son 
Akhilesh Yadav as next CM 
assuming role of party patriarch.

Orders firing on kar sevaks 
preventing them from 
conducting kar seva at disputed 
structure in Ayodhya and he 
came to known as ‘Mullah 
Mulayam’.

SP registers biggest-ever tally 
of seats in Lok Sabha elections 
winning 36 of 80.

SP wins just five seats in UP 
reducing to its worst tally.

Mulayam is deposed by son 
Akhilesh who takes over as the 
SP president.

Forms his own political party 
and names it as Samajwadi 
Party; Babri Masjid is 
demolished on December 6.

Mulayam strikes first alliance 
with Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 
and forms a SP-BSP coalition 
govt; Takes over as UP CM for 
the second time.

1967 1996 2007

1989 1998 2012
1990 2004
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Former Bihar Chief Minister 
and RJD chief Lalu Prasad Ya-
dav on Monday condoled the 
demise of Samajwadi Party 
patriarch Mulayam Singh 
Yadav, remembering him as a 
stalwart of the socialist move-
ment.

“I am saddened by the news 
of the demise of Samajwadi 
patron and respected Mu-
layam Singh ji. His contribu-
tion was incomparable in the 
politics of the country,” Lalu 
said in a tweet. Remember-
ing Yadav as a politician who 
brought the underprivileged 
to the front line, Lalu said his 
memories would stay forever.

Later, talking to reporters, 

he said, “Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav had an important contri-
bution to taking forward the 
socialist movement.”

“Pray to God to give place to 
the departed soul at his feet. 
Humble tributes,” Lalu added.

On Wednesday, the RJD 
chief went to meet Mulayam 
Singh at the hospital in Gu-
rugram.

The veteran Samajwadi Par-
ty leader passed away while 
undergoing treatment at the 
Medanta Hospital at the age of 
82 due to a prolonged illness. 
His condition had been critical 
for the past few weeks, and he 
was on life-saving drugs.

Mulayam Singh’s son, 
Akhilesh Yadav, confirmed 
his death on Twitter. “Mere 
adarniya pitaji aur sabke ne-

taji nahi rahe-Akhilesh Yadav 
(My honourable father and 
everyone’s Netaji is no more),” 
he tweeted from the party’s of-
ficial handle.

Maharashtra Governor Bha-
gat Singh Koshyari remem-
bered Mulayam Singh as a 
stalwart in UP politics.

“Shri Mulayam Singh Yadav 
was a stalwart in the politics 
of the nation, and especially in 
that of Uttar Pradesh. He had 
a strong grip on politics be-
cause of his wider public rela-
tions and organisational skills. 
A good parliamentarian, Mu-
layam Singh created his own 
mark as Chief Minister of Ut-
tar Pradesh and as Defence 
Minister of the country. I had 
the privilege of knowing Mu-
layam Singh ji intimately even 

before I became a member of 
the UP Legislative Council,” 
Koshyari said.

Koshyari said with Mulayam 
Singh’s death, a major chapter 
in UP politics has come to an 
end. “I pay my homage to the 
departed leader and convey 
my deepest condolences to 
Shri Akhilesh Yadav and oth-
er members of the bereaved 
family,” he added.

Emerging as a socialist 
leader, Mulayam Singh soon 
established himself as an OBC 
stalwart, capturing a swathe 
of political space vacated by 
the Congress. He took oath as 
UP’s 15th CM in 1989, which 
marked the year when the 
Congress was voted out, fail-
ing to return to power in the 
state ever since.

AMIT SHAH, UNION HOME MINISTER
Mulayam Singh Yadav ji remained active in 
politics for decades with his unique political 
skills. During the Emergency, he raised his 
voice for the restoration of democracy. He will 
always be remembered as a grassroots leader. 
His death marks the end of an era in Indian 
politics. I express my condolences to his fam-
ily and supporters in this hour of grief.

YOGI ADITYANATH, CHIEF MINISTER, UP 

“The death of former UP Chief Minister Shri 
Mulayam Singh Yadav ji is extremely sad. His 
death has ended a prominent pillar of socialism 
and an era of struggle. I pray to God for peace 
to the departed soul and my condolences to the 
bereaved family and supporters.” 

RAJNATH SINGH, UNION DEFENCE MINISTER
“Despite being hostile in politics, Mulayam 
Singh ji had the best relations with every-
one. He used to talk with an open heart on 
different subjects. My interactions with him 
on various occasions shall always remain 
fresh in my memory. My condolences to his 
family and supporters in this hour of grief.” 

with mother. when he was Defence Minister in 1996.

with A.P.J. Abdul kalam.

with young Akhilesh.

with Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
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The Delhi Police filed a case 
against the organizers of an 
event on Monday for hold-
ing a Virat Hindu Sabha at 
the Ramlila Maidan, GTB 
Nagar the previous day with-
out getting permission from 
the authorities.

The organizers on Sunday 
held a Virat Hindu Sabha 
under Vishwa Hindu Pari-
shad’s banner in the Ram-
lila Maidan of GTB Nagar 
in the wake of the killing 
of a 25-year-old man in the 
Sunder Nagri area of Delhi. 
“The organizers of the Virat 
Hindu Sabha event were 
not given a green signal to 
organize such an event in 
the Ramlila Maidan”, the 
officials confirmed.

The 25-year-old identi-
fied as Manish was alleg-
edly murdered by stabbing 
on Saturday evening in the 
Sunder Nagri area. This 
incident was captured on 
CCTV. A case for murder 
and other relevant sections 
were lodged at Nand Nagri 
police station. The accused 
were arrested and produced 
before the court on Sunday.

Later, the police arrested 
the accused and produced 
them before the court on 
October 2.

A Delhi court granted 
Delhi police one-day custo-
dy of the six accused by for 
interrogation in connection 
with the alleged murder of 
a youth Manish in the Sun-
der Nagri area of North East 
Delhi.

Duty Magistrate Ajeet 

Narayan of Karkardooma 
Court sent Bilal, Faizan, 
Alam, Sajid, Mohsin, and 
Shakir to one-day police cus-
tody in a case of the alleged 
murder of Manish.

The investigation offi-
cer submitted that Sajid is 
the brother of the accused 
Mohsin. He met Mohsin in 
jail. Thereafter, he prepared 
Faizan, Bilal, and Alam and 
provided them weapons to 
commit crime. The trio alleg-
edly committed the crime of 
killing Manish.

Delhi Police interrogation 
is underway and further in-
formation is awaited.

The Delhi Police has also 
registered a case against the 
the organizers of the event 
under section 188 IPC for 
organizing a Virat Hindu 
Sabha without permission. 

AGIAINST ORGANIZERS

DELHI POLICE FILE CASE FOR 
HOLDING VIRAT HINDU SABHA 
WITHOUT PERMISSION

TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day issued notice to the Ut-
tar Pradesh Government on 
a plea seeking to appoint a 
central agency or a counter-
terrorist agency to investi-
gate the issues relating to 
the extra-judicial killings in 
the state.

A bench of Chief Justice of 
India UU Lalit and Justice S 
Ravindra Bhat asked the UP 
Government to file a status 
report on the plea filed by 
advocate Anoop Prakash 
Awasthi. Advocate Anoop 
Prakash Awasthi, who was 
appearing as petitioner-in-
person apprised the court 
about an incident related to 
the Chitrakoot killings.

In his plea, advocate Aw-
asthi sought for appointing a 
Central Agency like the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) or a Counter Terror-

ist agency like the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
under the supervision of 
the top court to investigate 
the issues relating to the 
killings of three under trial 
jail inmates happened in 
the Chitrakoot jail, in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Chitrakoot district 
on July 14, 2021.

He also sought to fix ac-
countability and take ap-
propriate action against 
whosoever may be found 
responsible.

The petition also sought 
the appointment of a Cen-
tral Agency like the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) or a Counter Terror-
ist agency like the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
under the supervision of 
the top Court to investigate 
all the extra-judicial killings 
that have taken place after 
March 18, 2017, in the state 
of Uttar Pradesh till date.

The petition asked to seek 

investigation with special 
terms of reference as to 
how many of such extra-
judicial killings were done 
under the direct orders of 
the Chief Minister of Uttar 
Pradesh Yogi Adityanath 
and take appropriate action 
if so found any culpability.

“In a mature, civilized, 
democratic, rule of law 
based county like India, his-
tory of violence should be re-
membered, not repeated but 
in the State of Uttar Pradesh, 
a battle of Agincourt is being 
fought in its jails were the 
police, (‘an organized band 
of criminals’ as Hon’ble Jus-
tice A. N. Mulla said a half-
century ago) the under the 
direct orders of the top of 
the administration is sum-
merly executing the pris-
oners on frivolous excuses 
like snatching of pistol or 
firing by the dead, defying 
conscience, constitution, 
fundamental rights, human 

rights and this culture of vi-
olence promoted in the state 
of UP militates against the 
basic notion of very rule of 
law where violence has be-
come a collective enterprise 
to portray the authority of 
government and obscure its 
failures,” the petition said.

“The biggest worry qua 
the extra-judicial killings 
if gone unchecked is that 
the life of any citizen can 
be taken anytime by the 
state agencies. Any enmity 
or private dispute or quest 
of settling private score 
may lead to the filing of a 
few criminal cases in some 
police station against the 
undesired person, brand-
ing him a dreaded criminal 
within days, to be taken into 
custody as under trial, and 
fellow may be eliminated 
by being shot anytime any-
where by the police/law 
enforcement authorities on 
any false pretext.

PROBE ON 

SC issues notice to UP govt on plea 
of alleged extra-judicial killings 

TDG NETWORK 
GUWAHATI

A Delhi Court recently 
dismissed the bail plea of a 
fugitive accused who is fac-
ing extradition proceedings 
in an alleged rape case at a 
London pub in 2017, noting 
that the accused was evad-
ing the inquiry even after 
direction by the High Court.

Additional Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate (ACMM) 
Nabeela Wali of Patiala 
House Court dismissed the 
bail plea of Jose Inacio Cota 
noting that he was evading 
the inquiry despite having 
knowledge of the extra-
dition inquiry and court 
proceedings pertaining 
thereto. The court said, “It 
is pertinent to mention that 
the FC (fugitive criminal) 
was arrested on September 
19, 2022, and was subse-
quently produced before 

this court. He has failed to 
appear on his own before 
this court despite giving 
many opportunities.”

“Thus, in view of the 
above, the conduct of FC 
and also considering the 
fact that the allegations 
levelled against him are se-
rious in nature and he has 
been apprehended after al-
most more than a year after 
initiation of present pro-
cessing, as such, this court 
is not inclined to enlarge 
him on bail at this stage,” 
the court noted in the order 
of October 7.

The accused has moved 
a plea for regular bail 
through advocate Arpit Ba-
tra. It was argued that the 
applicant was interviewed 
by UK Authorities and was 
allowed to go without any 
bond or restraining order.

It was also argued that the 
applicant stayed in the UK 

before leaving for India on 
June 5, 2017. There is ma-
terial to make out a case of 
rape against him.

The applicant is an ac-
cused in a rape case lodged 
in London in May 2017. 
The petitioner had sought 
the quashing of extradition 
proceedings. The petition 
was dismissed by the Delhi 
High Court.

It was submitted that the 
extradition proceedings 
were liable to be quashed 
inasmuch as they have 
been initiated without due 
compliance with the Extra-
dition Treaty between India 
and the United Kingdom 
(UK).

On the other hand, Rekha 
Pandey, Special Public 
Prosecutor for the central 
government submitted 
that the petitioner has not 
chosen to appear before the 
Extraditing Court.

 LONDON RAPE CASE 

Court dismisses bail plea of 
fugitive accused of rape in UK 

WILL BE REMEMBERED 

There are very few 
people in the world 
who are remembered 

even after leaving this world. 
Mulayam Singh Yadav is one 
such man. The Leader of the 
Samajwadi Party was ad-
mitted to Medanta Hospital 
where he took his last breath 
at 8.15 am.

Mulayam Singh Yadav has 
contributed a lot to the new 
dimensions created by the 
politics of Uttar Pradesh in 
independent India. Born in 
Saif village of Etawah, Mu-
layam Singh Yadav’s early 
life passed around this dis-
trict. That is where his early 
education took place. took a 
BA and BT degree from KK 
College in Etawah. During 
this time, he came into con-
tact with Lohia’s socialist 
ideology and was also the 
president of the same stu-
dent union. People say that 
when Mulayam Singh Yadav 
was only fourteen years old, 
Ram Manohar Lohia Mu-
layam Singh went to jail for 
the first time for this move-
ment, but his politics did not 
progress from this.

Mulayam Singh Yadav 
had been fond of wrestling 
since childhood. It was the 
specialty of Mulayam in the 
wrestling arena that he used 

to make wrestlers bigger 
than him admit defeat. One 
day in Karhal, located near 
Saifai, Mulayam was con-
fronted by wrestler Saryu-
din Tripathi. Saryudin’s 
stature was much higher 
than Mulayam’s, even after 
this. Mulayam Singh Yadav 
made Saryudin stunned. 
Nathulal Singh met Mulay-
am and he joined him. Prof. 
Ram Gopal Yadav, cousin of 
Mulayam Singh Yadav, once 
said in a conversation that 
when Netaji, i.e. Mulayam 
Singh Yadav, used to fight 
wrestling... wrestling used 
to be at its final peak. So we 
used to close our eyes... Our 
eyes would only open when 
the crowd began shouting 
loudly that Patak Diya Pa-
tak Diya... Mulayam Singh 
Yadav had won the wres-
tling match.

Mulayam started playing 
an active role in the pro-
grammes of the Samyukta 
Samajwadi Party. Later, 
Mulayam Singh Yadav did 
his MA at Agra and became 
a teacher for some time.

After getting engrossed in 
socialism, Mulayam learned 
the skills of socialism from 
Etawah’s famous socialist 
leader, Arjun Singh Bha-
daurian... Commander. 
Singh lobbied to give the 
ticket to Mulayam. Mulayam 
Singh Yadav won his first 

Vidhansabha election and 
served as MLA from here 
eight times after that.

He gave this seat to his 
younger brother, Shivpal 
Yadav, who is the MLA 
from there. When Mu-
layam first won the elec-
tion from Jaswant Nagar, 
he was fired upon during 
his celebrations. His short 
stature saved him from be-
ing shot. The bullet hit the 
man standing behind him. 
Then Ram Manohar Lohia 
died in the same year, after 
which the socialist move-
ment began to disintegrate. 
By then, Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav had taken hold of the en-
tire region. At the same time, 
Chowghari Charan Singh’s 
politics was progressing. He 

was a popular leader among 
the farmers. Mulayam Singh 
Yadav joined Chaudhary 
Charan Singh Bhartiya’s 
Kranti Dal and fought the 
next election under the 
banner of this party. Later, 
Samajwadi Revolutionary 
also merged with Charan 
Singh’s party, and this party 
came to be known as Lok 
Dal. Like other opposition 
leaders, Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav also went to jail during 
the emergency.

After the emergency, when 
the Janata Party was formed, 
Mulayam was a very active 
member. Indian politics had 
completely changed after the 
Emergency. Following this, 
people realised the power of 
their vote... as a result, the 

upper castes’ dominance in 
politics began to erode...Af-
ter the election, when Ram 
Naresh Yadav was made 
the Chief Minister of UP, 
Mulayam Singh Yadav was 
also a minister for the first 
time. He was made the Min-
ister of Cooperation and the 
Animal Husbandry Depart-
ment. It is said that the ex-
perience of the Cooperation 
Department came in handy 
for Mulayam throughout 
his life. The use of the poli-
tics of Janata Party A did not 
last long, and again the Con-
gress came to power. Mu-
layam tried to strengthen 
himself among the farmers.

After the death of Chaud-
hary Charan Singh, Chaud-
hary Ajit Singh, who had 

studied in America, wanted 
to capture the party, but Mu-
layam opposed it. The result 
was that the party was torn 
in two. The faction in which 
Mulayam was headed was 
led by Hemvati Nandan 
Bahuguna. But he was not 
very active, so the real com-
mand of the party was in the 
hands of Mulayam. And his 
specialty was that he used 
to help every worker who 
came to him with work, no 
matter what party he be-
longed to. Because of this, 
the popularity of Mulayam 
started increasing day by 
day. When VP Singh re-
belled against the Congress 
and formed the Janata Dal, 
Mulayam Singh reached the 
public, but it is a matter of 
fact that Ajit Singh was the 
first choice of VP. Ajit Singh 
had the support of the Delhi 
government in comparison 
to Mulayam Singh Yadav’s 
grip on the MLAs. It was not 
possible to make observers 
from Delhi the CM except 
Mulayam. His first term as 
Chief Minister lasted only 
one and a half years.

Throughout this period, 
Mulayam strongly opposed 
the temple movement. This 
was the reason why Mu-
layam Singh opened fire on 
the kar sevaks who reached 
Ayodhya. But Mulayam 
was not deterred by his de-

cision... When Janata Dal 
broke up, Mulayam Singh 
Yadav preferred to go with 
Chandrashekhar’s SJP, i.e., 
Samajwadi Janata Party, 
instead of VP Singh. This 
also did not last very long. 
Riding on the tune of Ram 
Rath When the Bharatiya 
Janata Party came to power, 
Kalyan Singh became the 
Chief Minister. At that time, 
the number of SJP members 
in the state assembly was 
only twenty-four. On this 
strength, only one member 
could have been sent to Ra-
jya Sabha from SJP. During 
that time, Chandrashekhar, 
the national president of the 
SJP, is said to have wanted 
to send socialist leader Mo-
han Singh to Rajya Sabha, 
but Mulayam Singh Yadav 
called his brother at the 
last minute.Ram Gopal Ya-
dav was taken down and 
sent to the Rajya Sabha. 
With this, the ruling party 
broke down. After Kalyan 
Singh’s government was 
sacked, Mulayam created 
the Samajwadi Party and 
also added Bahujan Samaj 
Party leader Kashi Ram to 
it. The elections held during 
that time were easily won 
by SP. This tenure did not 
last very long and a mutual 
tussle broke it. Meanwhile, 
Mulayam Singh Yadav 
reached the Lok Sabha, 

where he was made De-
fense Minister in the H. D. 
Deve Gowda government at 
the Centre.

After the fall of this gov-
ernment, Mulayam’s name 
was put forward for the 
post of Prime Minister, but 
due to the opposition of Lalu 
and other satraps, he could 
not become Prime Min-
ister. For a long time, the 
BSP and SP ruled UP, but 
the state was also subject 
to the President’s rule. In 
2003, Mulayam managed 
to break the BSP MLAs and 
form the government. At 
that time, he was a member 
of the Lok Sabha, but when 
he contested from Gunnaur, 
he won with a huge vote 
margin. This was his lon-
gest tenure. It lasted three 
years. After this, when his 
party got an absolute ma-
jority in the 2012 elections, 
he handed over the reins to 
his son. Mulayam was ap-
pointed as a guardian after 
that. She is always an advo-
cate of taking the party and 
family along, but says that 
not everything in life can be 
done at your behest. Mu-
layam tried to take everyone 
along so that he managed to 
bring everyone together in 
the party from the body but 
could not connect the hearts 
of the people among them-
selves.

ARVIND CHATURVEDI 
NEW DELHI

Mulayam, ‘an irreplaceable politician’  

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day agreed to hear the plea 
filed by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) challenging 
the Bombay High Court’s 
order granting bail to Ma-
harashtra’s former home 
minister Anil Deshmukh on 
October 11.

The bench headed by Chief 
Justice of India UU Lalit has 
directed the matter to be 
listed before a bench led by 
Justice DY Chandrachud 
on Tuesday, as his bench 
had earlier heard Anil 
Deshmukh’s matter. Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta 
appearing for ED mentioned 
the matter for urgent hearing 
before the apex court.

On October 4, the Bombay 
High Court granted bail to 
Deshmukh, who was ar-
rested in a money launder-
ing case being investigated 

by the ED.
The High Court had or-

dered that the bail order 
would be effective from Oc-
tober 13, in order to enable 
the ED to file an appeal be-
fore the Supreme Court.

Deshmukh will continue to 
be lodged in judicial custody 
in Arthur Road prison as he 
is also being investigated by 
the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) in a corruption 

case.
Earlier, on Deshmukh’s 

plea, the top court had di-
rected the High Court to hear 
and decide expeditiously his 
bail plea.

Justice Chandrachud had 
expressed displeasure that 
the Bombay High Court has 
kept the bail application of 
Deshmukh pending for so 
many months and asked it to 
hear the plea of Deshmukh 

within this week and decide 
it expeditiously.

The apex court had noted 
that Deshmukh’s bail plea is 
pending in the High Court 
since March 21 and ob-
served that keeping bail ap-
plications pending for eight 
months is not in consonance 
with the jurisprudence of 
bail.

Deshmukh had sought bail 
from the High Court in the 
money laundering case be-
ing investigated by the En-
forcement Directorate after 
the Special Court declined 
his plea.

Deshmukh was arrested 
by the ED in November 2021 
and is currently in judicial 
custody.

According to the ED, 
Deshmukh had misused his 
position as state home min-
ister and collected Rs 4.70 
crore from various bars in 
Mumbai through some po-
lice officers.

MONEY LAUNDERING 

SC TO HEAR PLEA AGAINST HC 
BAIL TO ANIL DESHMUKH
TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI

TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI

Former Aam Aadmi Party 
Minister Rajendra Pal Gau-
tam, who denounced Hindu 
gods at an event, was on Mon-
day ordered by the Delhi Po-
lice to appear for questioning. 

According to police officials, 
Rajendra has been ordered to 
appear for questioning on 
Tuesday. Earlier on Sunday, 
Gautam resigned from the 
council of ministers, follow-
ing his denouncing of Hindu 
gods.

Gautam converted to Bud-
dhism in a religious conver-
sion event in which he al-
legedly denounced Hindu 
deities.

Taking to Twitter, Gautam 
announced his resignation 
and said, “Today I have been 
freed from many shackles, 

and been born again. Now I 
will continue to fight for rights 
and atrocities on the society 
more firmly without any re-
strictions.”

Speaking to ANI, Gautam 
said that he has submitted his 
resignation to Delhi CM Ar-
vind Kejriwal, who has given 
him a lot of respect. 

“Such issues have been cre-
ated out of oaths that are re-
peated by several crore people 
of country. BJP has made it an 
issue, and is trying to insult 
me and my party,” he said. 

The Delhi Social Welfare 
Minister’s resignation come 
after facing criticism from 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), which accused the rul-
ing government in the state of 
hurting religious sentiments 
and demanded that the party 
remove the legislator from his 
position. 

VIRAL VIDEO 

DELHI POLICE CALLS AAP 
LEADER GAUTAM FOR 
QUESTIONING
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HARYANA CM 
EXPRESSES GRIEF 
OVER MULAYAM’S 
DEATH
CHANDIGARH:  Haryana 
Chief Minister Manohar 
Lal Khattar expressed 
grief over the death of 
Samajwadi Party supremo 
Mulayam Singh Yadav and 
expressed condolences for 
the departed soul on Mon-
day. “It’s an unfortunate 
incident, my condolences to 
his family and well-wishers. 
We are deeply saddened 
by his death”, the Haryana 
CM said. Earlier on October 
5, Haryana CM had met 
former UP Chief Minister 
Mulayam Singh Yadav at 
Medanta Hospital and 
enquired about his health. 
Bharatiya Janata Party na-
tional president JP Nadda 
expressed grief at the 
demise of Samajwadi Party 
supremo Mulayam Singh 
Yadav on Monday. Mulayam 
Singh Yadav passed away at 
82 at a Gurugram Hospital 
on Monday at 8.16 am. 

NADDA CONDOLES 
SP SUPREMO’S 
DEMISE
MANDI: Bharatiya Janata 
Party national president 
JP Nadda expressed grief 
at the demise of Sama-
jwadi Party supremo 
Mulayam Singh Yadav on 
Monday. Mulayam Singh 
Yadav passed away at 82 
at a Gurugram Hospital 
on Monday at 8.16 am. 
Expressing grief, BJP 
National President said, 

“Veteran politician Mulayam 
Singh Yadav is no more 
among us. He always used 
to work for the people and 
was very popular among 
the public. I express my 
deepest condolences to his 
family and supporters”. 

RAPE CASES: MOST 
OF OFFENDERS 
KNOWN TO VICTIM: 
HIMACHAL POLICE
SHIMLA:  Over 52 per cent 
rape cases were commit-
ted by a known person, said 
Himachal Pradesh police 
in the 895 cases registered 
in the last three years (2020, 
2021 & 2022 to date) in the 
state. “Himachal Pradesh 
Police is deeply concerned 
about the crime against 
women,” said a press 
release by the Director 
General of Police on Monday. 

“From the analysis of rape 
cases for the last three years 
(2020, 2021 & 2022 till date) 
total of 895 cases has been 
registered in the State of HP 
against sexual offenders. 
The offenders involved in the 
crime are mostly known to 
the victims,” the statement 
added. 

TWO DEAD 
AFTER BUILDING 
COLLAPSES IN 
MOHALI
MOHALI: Two labourers 
died while two others were 
injured in a wall collapse 
at an under-construction 
showroom in Mohali City 
Center being built on Mohali 
Airport road, said police on 
Sunday. A total of eight 
labourers were buried under 
the debris. The injured were 
shifted to the hospital. The 
police started the investiga-
tion into the matter. “DIG 
Rupnagar Range person-
ally supervised the rescue 
operations at the City Centre 
building collapse in Mohali. 
2 dead bodies and 2 injured 
retrieved and sent to 
hospital. 

In a bid to provide better 
transportation facilities to 
people in the state, as many 
as 1,275 new buses will be 
added to Haryana Road-
ways’ fleet. These include 
1,000 non-Ac buses, 153 AC 
buses and 128 mini buses. 
Besides this, approval was 
also given for the purchase 
of 33 buses to be separately 
purchased for the police de-
partment. 

A decision in this regard 
was taken in the meeting 
of the High Powered Pur-
chase Committee (HPPC) 
and Department High Pow-
ered Purchase Committee 
(DHPPC) chaired by Chief 
Minister, Manohar Lal 
held here on Monday. Dur-
ing the meeting approval 
for the purchases of goods 
and items to be procured by 
various departments worth 
more than Rs. 2500 crore 
were approved.

A total of 31 agendas of 
11 Departments namely 
Transport, Irrigation, Po-
lice, PHED, HVPNL, DH-
VBN, UHBVN, HPGCL 
and various Government 
Departments, Boards and 
Corporations were tabled in 
the meeting. Out of which 
24 agendas were approved. 
Most of the agendas were 
related to Power, Transport, 
and Irrigation departments. 
Further it was informed by 
the officials  that an agenda 
regarding the use of tor-
refied biomass pellets in 
thermal plants was also 
discussed.

Transport Minister Mool 
Chand Sharma, Power 
Minister, Ranjit Chautala, 
Cooperation Minister, Dr. 
Banwari Lal, Urban Lo-
cal Bodies Minister, Ka-
mal Gupta and Minister 
of State for Labour and  
E m p l oy m e nt ,   A n o -
o p  Dh a n a k  a l s o  r e -
mained present during  
the meeting.

ENHANCING TRANSPORTATION

Haryana to have 
over 1,200 new 
buses in its fleet
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

Arshiya Sareen, 23 and 
alumni of Dr SS Bhatnagar 
UICET, Panjab University, 
Chandigarh has brought 
laurels to the tricity by win-
ning the coveted title of 
Miss Globe India 2022 at 
Jaipur recently. Arshiya is 
from Panchkula. Now, she 
is preparing for the mega 
global pageant — Miss Globe, 
which will be held on Octo-
ber 15, 2022 in Albania.

An extremely delighted 
Arshiya dedicates her feat to 
her parents and her mentors 
- Anjli and Alesia. “My par-
ents - Mrs Ranju and Parveen 
Kumar and mentors - Anjli 
and Alesia Ma’ams have been 
my rock from day one when I 
started preparing myself for 
the Miss Celeste India pageant 
in which I was declared Miss 
Globe India 2022,” she said.

“They propelled me for-
ward and helped me cross a 

major milestone towards my 
ultimate goal. I have learnt a 
lot about pageantry from Co-
coaberry’s training,” she said.

Asked about her role mod-
el, she said that my role mod-
el is my mom. “Her strength 
to do things no matter what 
the situation is inspires me a 
lot. She is a woman of sub-
stance with personification 
of ageless beauty, selfless 
love, purity and dignity,” 
she said.

Talking about her prepa-
ration for the future beauty 
contest, Arshiya said: “I have 
faith in my ability to conquer 
any obstacle by virtue of my 
dogged persistence. I would 
like to do my best.”

Reflecting further on her 
future plans, Arshiya said: 
“My future plan is after win-
ning the crown and making 
my country proud I always 
want to make a mark in soci-
ety. I will work for the under-
privileged sections of society 
at the bigger level.”

BROUGHT LAURELS

ARSHIYA CROWNED 
MISS GLOBE INDIA 2022
TDG NETWORK  
CHANDIGARH

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Jairam Thakur on 
Sunday, while highlighting 
the government’s “cordial 
relations” with its employ-
ees, said that it has resolved 
most of their issues despite 
the pandemic, including full 
salary during COVID.

Calling the employees the 
“backbone” of the state gov-
ernment, Thakur said that 
they are helpful in the “effec-
tive” implementation of the 
policies and programmes of 
the state government, and 
they also ensure that the 
benefits of the development 
reach the grassroots. The 
Chief Minister that despite 
the COVID-19 crisis, the state 
government has ensured full 
salary, pension and other 
benefits to the employees 
so that they do not face any 
inconvenience. He said that 
the period of regularization 
of contract employees was 

reduced from three years 
to two years and one-year 
relaxation to regularize  
the daily wagers.

Thakur said that the op-
position leaders were mis-
leading the employees of the 
state in the name of the Old 
Pension Scheme (OPS). He 
asked the Congress leaders 
why their Chief Ministers 
have not implemented OPS 
in their ruling states even 
after 10 months of their an-
nouncements.

“It was for sure that when-
ever the OPS would be 
implemented in the country 
it would definitely be imple-
mented during the tenure 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi,” he said.

The Chief Minister said that 
issues of computer teachers, 
issues of outsourcing em-
ployees etc would be consid-
ered “sympathetically”.

“The state government has 
recently decided to constitute 
‘Himachal Pradesh Kaushal 

Vikas and Rozgar Nigam 
Company’ which would en-
sure deployment of skilled, 
semi-skilled and other man-
power in government depart-
ments, boards, corporations 
and universities etc. This 
would provide much-need-
ed relief to the employees,” 
he said.

“On the auspicious occa-
sion of Independence Day 
this year, the state govern-
ment had announced to re-
lease of the first instalment 
of arrears of revised pay 
scale to the employees and 
pensioners with effect from 
January 1, 2016. Arrears of 
the revised pay scale will be 
given to lakhs of employ-
ees of Himachal Pradesh in 
September this year, which 
would benefit about 2.25 
lakh employees and 1.90 lakh  
pensioners of the state,” 
Thakur added.

He said that the daily wages 
of the daily wagers have been 
increased by Rs 140.

DESPITE PANDEMIC

Govt resolved most issues 
of employees: HP CM
TDG NETWORK
MANDI 

Under the Chairmanship of 
the Chief Minister of Hary-
ana, Manohar Lal Khattar, 
the Invest Haryana Road-
show was successfully held 
in Dubai recently. The event 
focused on promoting Hary-
ana as a leading investment 
destination and drew an 
overwhelmingly enthusias-
tic response from the busi-
ness community of the UAE.

The World Trade Center 
(WTC) Noida was one of 
the participants in the event 
amongst others. The WTC 
Noida comprises indepen-
dent and diversified busi-
nesses and has significant 
strengths in the portfolio 
management and real estate 
development space besides 
start-up and venture capital 
segments. Having delivered 
successfully in PPP arrange-
ments with the Mobile Open 
Exchange (MOX) with the 
Govt. of UP, it is now poised 
to play an essential role with 
Govt. of Haryana commenc-
ing with its joint initiative 

with HSIIDC. WTC aims 
to encourage business op-
portunities and amplify in-
vestments in the Haryana 
region, especially in Farid-
abad by both Domestic and 
International Investors. 
With a legacy of 50+ years 
of stimulating trade and 
investment opportunities 
across 314 cities in 92 coun-
ties, World Trade Centers 
across the globe have been 
the preferred business ad-
dress amongst the business 
and trade community.

In his address, the Chief 
Minister spoke about dif-
ferent initiatives such as 
sector-focused investor-
friendly policies, GIS land 
bank, investor facilitation 
cell, single roof clearance 
mechanism, time-bound de-
livery of services, grievance 
redressal system, etc. which 
have been undertaken by the 
State to emerge as a leading 
destination of choice for in-
vestors and to create a seam-
less business environment. 

The CM spoke about his vi-
sion of developing the State 
with an intensive focus on 

modern technology fields, 
future-oriented industries, 
low-carbon green infra-
structure, and ease of living.

The special relationship 
between UAE and India, 
both economic and cultur-
al, was highlighted by the 
CM, and the UAE-based 
investment community was 
invited to invest in the differ-
ent projects of the State and 
further build long-lasting 
bonds on the seeds of trust 
and cooperation between 
the State and UAE.

In the presentation during 
the event, it was highlight-
ed how Haryana with its 
unique strategic locational 
advantage, robust industrial 
infrastructure of 34 Indus-
trial Model Townships and 
Industrial Estates spread 
over 28,540 acres, strong 
connectivity, robust policy 
frameworks and a large pool 
of skilled manpower has 
emerged as one of India’s 
most industrialized states 
and a leader in the Automo-
bile, IT/ITeS, Electronics, 
Food Processing, Logistics, 
and Textile sectors. 

Key Mega Projects of the 
Govt. of Haryana such as 
Global City, a mixed land 
use township being devel-
oped over approx. 1080 
acres in Gurugram to rede-
fine the concept of urban 
development and what cit-
ies of the future shall look 
like through its sustainabil-
ity-focused future-oriented 
infrastructure planning 
and design, the Integrated 
Multi Modal Logistics Hub 
being developed over 886 
acres at Nangal Chaudhary 
to provide efficient, end-
to-end logistics services to 
the Delhi-Mumbai Indus-
trial Corridor and facilitate 
economic activity between 
NCR /Northern States and 
Mumbai port, the Integrat-
ed Aviation Hub being de-
veloped at Hisar over 7200 
acres and the Integrated 
Manufacturing Cluster be-
ing developed over 300 
acres in the vicinity of the 
Aviation Hub, and the Elec-
tronics Manufacturing Clus-
ter being established at IMT  
Sohna were highlighted 
amongst others. 

OVERWHELMING RESPONSE

INVEST HARYANA ROADSHOW 
SUCCESSFULLY HELD IN DUBAI
TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

The Electoral Registration 
Officers have completed 
the process of finalisation of 
electoral rolls till October 1, 
as per the schedule given by 
the Election Commission 
of India, stated Maneesh 
Garg, Chief Electoral Offi-
cer (CEO) here on Monday.

He said that a total of 
53,88,409 voters was regis-
tered in the State as per the 
draft publication on August 
16, 2022, and after the revi-
sion of the photo electoral 
rolls, 1,63,925 new voters 
have been registered while 
the names of 45,073 voters 
have been deleted from the 
electoral rolls due to death, 
transfer, duplication of reg-
istration etc. 

The CEO said that due to 
continuous and concerted 
efforts made by the Election 
Department under the UT-
SAV campaign, 69,781 new 
voters in the age group of 
18-19 years were registered 
thereby increasing the per-
centage enrolment of 18-19 

years old electors from 46 
per cent to 75 per cent of 
the projected population 
during this period.

The CEO further said that 
taking into account the de-
letions, there has been a net 
increase of 1,18,852 voters, 
which accounts for a 2.21 
per cent increase. 

He said that the list of ser-
vice voters has also been 
completed and there were 
67532 service voters in the 
state till today.

Maneesh Garg said that 
now there was a total of 
55,07,261 general voters in 
the State, which includes 
27,80,208 males, 27,27,016 
females and 37 third-gen-
der electors. 

Also, the number of per-
sons with disability (PWD) 
electors has increased to 
56001 marking an increase 
of 1,470. 

He said that in com-
parison to the overall 
gender ratio of 976, the 
elector gender ratio has 
increased from 978 to 
981 in the State during  

the summary revision of 
electoral rolls. 

He further said that there 
were 104486 voters in 
14-Sulah AC of Kangra dis-
trict which was the highest 
in the State, while 21-La-
haul & Spiti AC had 24744 
voters, the lowest among all 
the ACS.

Garg further added that 
all the voter lists are also 
available on the website of 
the Election Department 
www.ceohimachal.nic.in 
and any person can verify 
their names registered in 
the list through the NVSP 
portal or voter helpline 
mobile application and in 
case, their name is missing, 
or requires correction, the 
same can be added/recti-
fied by submitting Form-6/
Form-8.

He said that a total of 
53,88,409 voters was regis-
tered in the State as per the 
draft publication on August 
16, 2022, and after the revi-
sion of the photo electoral 
rolls, 1,63,925 new voters 
have been registered.

ELECTORAL ROLLS 

55,07,261 voters to exercise 
their franchise in Himachal
TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

MOOSE WALA MURDER CASE

Jenny Johal’s song cre-
ated a stir in Punjab 
Politics and Pollywood 

as a result Jenny Johal has 
been receiving threats. 
As per a recent address of 
Sidhu Moose Wala’s Father 
Balkaur Singh, he alleged 
that Punjab Police SSP is 
threatening Jenny Johal 
over various FIRs against 
her. Simultaneously Pun-
jab Opposition Congress al-
leged the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) government was be-
hind the removal of singer 
Jenny Johal’s song ‘Letter 
to CM’ from youtube as it is 
critical to their intentions. 

“We strongly oppose the 
removal of the song on You-
Tube. Whosoever raises 
voice for justice for Moose-
wala, our party will stand 
firmly with them,” Leader 
of Opposition and Congress 
MLA from Qadian Partap 
Singh Bajwa tweeted as he 

pointed out that the song 
was removed. 

“I condemn banning of @
jennyjohalmusic meaning-
ful song from YouTube at 
d behest of @Bhagwant-
Mann govt merely bcoz 
she exposed family rule of 
Cm besides exposing anti 
people policies of his govt. 
This is not “Badlav it is 
“Badla” politics of @Arvin-
dKejriwal not even sparing 

artists,” tweeted Congress 
MLA from Bholath Sukh-
pal Singh Khaira.

Dirty politics is not our 
DNA. That’s why we have 
the people’s goodwill ...

Khaira in his tweet also 
shared a portion from Jo-
hal’s video song which 
sought to know who de-
cided to trim the security 
details of Moosewala ahead 
of his murder. It showed 

the family of Moosewala 
mourning his death and 
CM Mann’s wedding. It 
also had visuals of CM 
Mann performing Garba in 
Gujarat and Moosewala’s 
father undergoing treat-
ment at a hospital. The 
song revolves around the 
punch-line “ghar saade 
vain paye, goonjan tuhaade 
ghar shehnayiyan (While 
we mourn the deaths, you 
celebrate your functions)”.

It’s been more than four 
months since Sidhu Moose 
Wala was killed in Punjab’s 
Mansa district. Since then, 
the fans and family mem-
bers of the slain singer 
have been seeking justice 
for him. In the meanwhile, 
Jenny Johal recently re-
leased the song ‘Letter to 
CM’ seeking justice for 
Sidhu Moose Wala. In the 
song, Jenny Johal ques-
tioned Bhagwant Mann to 
have a merry at his place 
while Moosewala’s family 
is suffering the loss of their 

son. After the song got re-
leased, it got banned within 
24 hours and was removed 
from the youtube platform. 

While addressing the au-
dience, Balkaur Singh said, 
“Two daughters dared to 
speak up. One was Rupin-
der Handa and the other 
was Jenny Johal. Jenny 
posted a song and now she 
has been receiving threats 
from SSP that they will file 
FIR against her and that 
she will not get bail for six 
months.”

Jenny Johal receives 
‘threat’ from Punjab Police 
over ‘Letter to CM’ song 
seeking justice for Sidhu 
Moose Wala. “You talk 
about the Right to Speech 
and if some people express 
and raise their voice via 
songs, you give threats to 
them.,” she added.

It may be recalled that 
Sidhu Moose Wala was 
shot dead in the Jawaharke  
village of Punjab’s Mansa 
on May 29.

ROW ERUPTS OVER JENNY JOHAL’S  
SONG ‘LETTER TO CM’ IN PUNJAB
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Jairam Thakur on 
Sunday inaugurated and 
laid the foundation stones 
of 23 development projects 
worth about Rs 62 crore for 
the Kinnaur Assembly con-
stituency, and said that the 
state government is working 
“by staying close to the poor”.

The Chief Minister also 
presided over the ‘Pragatish-
eel Himachal: Sathapna ke 
75 Varsh’ function. While 
addressing the largely at-
tended public meeting at 
Chholtu, the Chief Minister 
said that Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi had launched 
‘Har Ghar Tiranga Abhiyan’ 
on the completion of 75 years 
of India’s independence to 
express gratitude to the free-
dom fighters who had made 
sacrifices for the cause of 
independence. He said that 

this campaign was carried 
out comprehensively in the 
whole country including Hi-
machal.

“Our state had also entered 
the 75th year of its formation. 
To acknowledge the contri-
bution of hardworking and 
honest people and great lead-
ers who had played an active 
role in the progress and pros-
perity of the state, the state 
government had organized 
the ‘Pragatisheel Himachal: 
Sathapna ke 75 Varsh’ func-
tion across Himachal,” he 
said.

Lauding PM Modi’s leader-
ship, the Chief Minister said 
that the country has with-
stood the testing times of CO-
VID and also was successful 
in manufacturing indigenous 
vaccines.

“Apart  from this ,  the 
world’s largest vaccination 
campaign was also success-
fully concluded in the coun-
try,” he said.

IN KINNAUR

HIMACHAL CM 
LAUNCHES PROJECTS 
WORTH OVER RS 60 CR 
TDG NETWORK  
KINNAUR 
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AGAINST ECI DECISION

Former Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Ud-
dhav Thackeray on 

Monday moved the Delhi 
High Court against the Elec-
tion Commission of India 
(ECI) decision to freeze the 
Election Symbol of Bow and 
Arrow.

The Writ Petition moved 
by Uddhav Thackeray seek-
ing direction to quash the 
order passed by the Election 
Commission of India on 
October 8, freezing the elec-
tion symbol of the Shivsena 
Political Party. In the alter-
native, the petition seeks di-
rections to consider and al-
lot the symbol proposed by 
petitioner Uddhav without 

restricting the choice of the 
symbol from the list of free 
symbols notified by ECI.

After the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) froze 
the Shiv Sena’s election 
symbol of ‘bow and arrow’, 

the Uddhav Thackeray fac-
tion has also submitted the 
‘Trishul’, ‘Mashaal’ and 
‘Rising Sun’ symbols as 
their choices in ECI.

The plea stated that “Since 
bye-elections have been 

notified in the State of Ma-
harashtra for 166-Andheri 
East constituency for which 
the last date of nominations 
is October 14, and the date 
of poll is November 3, grave 
prejudice will be caused to 
the petitioner and his party 
if the impugned order is not 
stayed.”

“While passing the im-
pugned order, the Election 
Commission of India has 
failed to consider that from 
September 19 to October 8, 
there has been no change 
in circumstances regarding 
the claim set up by both the 
groups in respect of major-
ity and control of the party,” 
the plea stated.

“Therefore, merely be-
cause a bye-election was 
announced in Andheri East 

Constituency, wherein ad-
mittedly Eknathrao Samb-
haji Shinde (Present Chief 
Minister, Government of 
Maharashtra) or his group 
are not even setting up any 
candidate, there was no 
reason for ECI to change 
the existing status quo re-
garding the use of name and 
Symbol by the Petitioner 
by freezing the symbol of 
the party,” the plea further 
stated.

The plea also stated that 
on January 23, 2018, the 
Organizational Elections of 
the Party for the term 2018-
2023 were held as per Rule 
V of the Rules and Regula-
tions of Shiv Sena, which 
mandates intra-party elec-
tions to be conducted once 
in five years.

TDG NETWORK
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Uddhav Thackeray moves Delhi HC 
against freezing of election symbol

Uddhav Thackeray

Heavy rainfall caused waterlogging, flood water entering houses 
and shops of people; and also into the wards of Jawaharlal Nehru 
Medical College and AMU is affected.

VIOLENCE IN WEST BENGAL

POLICE ImPOSES 
SECTION 144 
IN EkBALPur fOr 
TWO DAyS

The West Bengal Police on 
Monday imposed section 144 
in the Ekbalpur area of the 
state for two days. The two-
day curfew (from October 10 
to October 12), has been im-
posed amid the ongoing law 
and order situation in the re-
gion due to the violence that 
erupted in Mominpur and 
the ransacking of Ekbalpur 
police station on Sunday 
evening.

Earlier in the day, West 
Bengal BJP leader Suvendu 
Adhikari wrote to Home 
Minister Amit Shah and 
Governor La Ganesan de-
manding an urgent deploy-
ment of central forces in the 
region.

“The Hindu community 
has come under attack in 
Khidirpore Mominpur area 
of Kolkata on the eve of Lak-
shmi Puja,” Adhikari, also 
the leader of the opposition, 
said in the letter.

He said many shops and 
bikes belonging to Hindus 
were vandalised by hoo-
ligans and anti-social ele-
ments in the violence. “The 
onslaught has similarities to 
the Panchla violence which 
happened in June in the 
Uluberia area of Howrah 
district. 

He further hit out at the 
Mamata Banerjee-led gov-
ernment in Bengal, Adhikari 
said the government had 
“meekly surrendered” before 
those indulging in violence. 
He also claimed that some 
miscreants had taken over 
the Ekbalpur police station.

The tensions flared up 
in Mominpur on Sunday 
after religious flags put up 
in the area for the Milad-
un-Nabi festival  were 
allegedly torn up, which 
soon turned violent with 
the vandalization of several 
vehicles and shops.
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IIT GuWAHATI

20-yEAr-OLD ANDHrA 
STuDENT fOuND HANGING 
IN HOSTEL rOOm

A 20-year-old student was 
found hanging in his hostel 
room at the Indian Institute 
of Technology (IIT) Guwa-
hati, police said on Monday.

The student identified as 
Gudla Mahesh Sai Raj from 
the East Godavari district 
of Andhra Pradesh was 
pursuing B.Tech was found 
hanging from his hostel 
room on Sunday. Raj had 
been missing from Octo-
ber 6 and is alleged to have 
taken the extreme step after 
he was reportedy asked to 
vacate his hostel room in Ju-
ly-August due to academic 
reasons.

Police said that he was 
found hanging in an empty 
room of the Lohit hostel of 
IIT Guwahati on Sunday.

“Gudla Mahesh Sai Raj 
was missing since the eve-

ning of October 6 from his 
room C-314 of Lohit hos-
tel. On Sunday (October 
9) morning, he was found 
hanging in room number 
D-360 in the same hostel. 
We have conducted a post-
mortem and the body has 
been handed over to the 
family members,” Tanmoy 
Nath, in-charge, Amingaon 
Police outpost told ANI.

IIT Guwahati in a state-
ment said the body found in 
one of the hostel buildings 
has been “identified as a 
former student of the insti-
tute”.

The institute has informed 
the family and they have 
reached the campus, the 
statement said.

“We will cooperate with 
the police investigation and 
will also commission an in-
ternal investigation on this 
matter”, the statement by 
IIT Guwahati said.
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mONSOON ImPACT 

Schools shut in various cities due to 
heavy rainfall warning in UP

Owing to the heavy rainfall 
warning by the weather 
department for Monday 
in parts of Uttar Pradesh, 
schools for all children up 
to class 12 will be shut, ac-
cording to orders by dis-
trict administrations on 
Sunday.

The schools will remain 
shut in cities including 
Lucknow, Noida, Gaziabad, 
Kanpur and Agra. The 
state has already been wit-
nessing incessant rainfalls 
in the past few days.

The notification by the 
Ghaziabad administration 
stated that the schools run-
ning under CBSE, ICSE, 
Madarsa Education Board, 
and Sanskrit Schools will 
remain shut on Monday 
and will reopen on Tues-
day.

According to the India 
Meteorological Depart-

ment, rain and thunder-
shower are likely at many 
places over the state from 
October 9 to 10.

“Thunderstorm accompa-
nied with lightning is very 
likely at isolated places over 
the state from October 9 to 
12. Heavy rain is very likely 
at isolated places over the 
state on October 10,” said 
the IMD.

Heavy rainfall caused 
waterlogging, flood water 
entering houses and shops 
of people; and also into the 
wards of Jawaharlal Nehru 
Medical College, AMU, ve-
hicular movement is af-
fected. Parts of Noida wit-
nessed severe waterlogging 
as incessant rainfall heavy 
rainfall lashed Delhi and 
NCR on Sunday.
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rEmAINING STAkE

GANGAVArAm POrT ACquISITION: ADANI POrTS GETS NCLT NOD

Adani Ports and Special Economic 
Zone Ltd, India’s largest ports and 
logistics company, on Monday, said 
it has received approvals from the 
National Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT) for acquiring the remaining 
58.1 per cent stake in Gangavaram 
Port Limited.

According to a regulatory filing to 
the stock exchanges, Adani Ports 
and Special Economic Zone Ltd 
has received approvals from NCLT 
Ahmedabad and NCLT Hyderabad 
for acquiring the remaining 58.1 per 

cent stake in Gangavaram Port Lim-
ited (GPL) through the composite 
scheme of arrangement. With this 
stake purchase, GPL will become 
a 100 per cent subsidiary of Adani 
Ports and Special Economic Zone 
Ltd (APSEZ).

“Acquisition of GPL is a key mile-
stone in consolidating our position 
as India’s largest transport utility 
and in achieving East Coast & West 
Coast parity. Gangavaram Port has 
excellent rail & road network con-
nectivity and is the business gate-
way to the hinterland spread over 
eight states. The recent addition of 
a container handling terminal will 

enable us to accelerate our growth 
of cargo Aani, CEO and Whole-time 
Director, APSEZ, said in a state-
ment.

APSEZ also brings world-class lo-
gistics synergies to the table, which 
will propel Gangavaram Port to a 
potential cargo volume of 250 MMT. 
This will boost the pace of industri-
alization of Andhra Pradesh, Karan 
Adani said.

Gangavaram Port is located in the 
northern part of Andhra Pradesh 
next to Vizag Port. It is the third 
largest non-major port in Andhra 
Pradesh with a 64 MMT capacity 
established under concession from 

the Government of Andhra Pradesh 
(GoAP) that extends till 2059. It is 
an all-weather, deep water, multi-
purpose port capable of handling 
fully laden super cape size vessels of 
up to 200,000 DWT.

Currently, the port operates 9 
berths and has freehold land of 
1,800 acres. With a master plan 
capacity for 250 MMTPA with 31 
berths, GPL has sufficient head-
room to support future growth.

The port handles a diverse mix of 
dry and bulk commodities includ-
ing Coal, Iron Ore, Fertilizer, Lime-
stone, Bauxite, Sugar, Alumina, and 
Steel.
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GIVING ExPOSurE

TrAGIC

5 mOrE BODIES AIrLIfTED TO 
ITBP CAmP IN mATLI

6 kILLED, THrEE INjurED AS 
mOuND Of muD COLLAPSES 
IN rAjASTHAN

Five more bodies were airlift-
ed to the Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police (ITBP) camp in Ut-
tarkashi’s Matli on Monday. 
According to the officials, so 
far, a total of 26 bodies have 
been airlifted from Drou-
padi’s Danda II mountain 
peak which was hit by a huge 
avalanche on the morning of 
October 4. “Five more bod-
ies have been airlifted to ITBP 
camp in Matli, today. A total 
of 26 dead bodies have been 
airlifted from mount Drau-
padi Ka Danda-2 till now,” the 

ITBP informed. On Saturday, 
at least seven bodies were 
brought from the advanced 
base camp to the Matli heli-
pad. Personnel from various 
teams of the ITBP, the Nehru 
Institute of Mountaineering 
the Air Force, the Army and 
SDRF, and the High Altitude 
War School in Gulmarg in 
Jammu and Kashmir have 
been deployed in the rescue 
operations.

Mountaineers from the 
NIM participating in a train-
ing course were trapped in a 
glacier crevice on Tuesday 
morning after an avalanche 
hit the peak. 

Six people were killed and 
three others were injured 
after a mound of mud col-
lapsed in Rajasthan’s Karau-
li, officials said on Monday. 
The injured were taken 
to Sapotra Hospital, from 
where two persons were re-
ferred to Karauli. 

One of the two patients 
died while being taken to 
the hospital. The incident 
happened in the Medpura 
village of Simir Gram Pan-
chayat in Sapotra.

The residents had gone 
to bring mud for applying 
over their houses ahead 
of Diwali. Suddenly, the 
mound collapsed and a 
woman and her child came 
under it. The 15 feet high 

mound collapsed as it had 
become weak due to rainfall 
during the last three days. 
Several people gathered at 
the spot after the incident. 
After much difficulty, they 
took out all the victims from 
the pile of mud.

Two women and three girls 
died on the spot, while four 
more injured were taken to 
the Sapotra Hospital.

Two injured were then 
referred to Karauli for treat-
ment. But, one of them died 
on the way to being taken to 
the hospital.

Collector Ankit Kumar 
Singh, SP Narayan Togas 
and several more police 
officers reached the spot. 
The deceased have been 
identified as Anita, Ram-
nagri, Keshanti, Khushboo 
and Anju, officials said. 
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ASSAm mISHAP

Mother elephant, calf die after being hit 
by train in Jorhat
TDG NETWORK
Jorhat

A female elephant and her 
calf were killed after being 
hit by the Rajdhani Express 
near Kharikatia railway sta-
tion in Assam’s Jorhat dis-
trict, officials said on Mon-
day.

The accident happened 
when a herd of elephants 
were crossing the railway 
tracks on Sunday night, they 
said, adding that the female 
elephant was 22 years old 
and the calf was 10 months 

old. “The forest department 
had alerted railway officials 
about the movement of wild 
elephants and requested 
them to ensure that trains 
slowed down while passing 
the area. But they did not do 
that,” Jorhat district forest 
officer Biken Pegu told ANI.

“One female elephant and 
her calf were killed. We will 
investigate and take action as 
per law,” Pegu added.

On Wednesday, an adult 
wild elephant died after 
coming in contact with a 
live electrical wire in the 

Sanfan forest range of Gos-
saigaon town in Kokrajhar 

district. The incident hap-
pened when a herd of wild 

elephants ventured outside 
the forest area searching for 
food.

After receiving the infor-
mation, a team rushed to 
the scene and examined the 
elephant but it had died, of-
ficials said.

Another wild elephant was 
electrocuted in the Kamrup 
district of Assam recently.

At least five elephants have 
died in recent years after ac-
cidentally coming into con-
tact with live wires in Gu-
dalur and Mudumalai Tiger 
Reserve.

The accident happened when a herd of elephants were crossing 
the railway tracks on Sunday night.

top of the day

j-k: 2 TErrOrISTS 
LINkED WITH LET 
kILLED IN 
ENCOuNTEr
aNaNtNaG: two terror-
ists that were neutralised 
in the anantnag encoun-
ter were linked with the 
proscribed terror outfit 
lashkar-e-taiba (let), 
said the officials on mon-
day. according to Kashmir 
Zone Police, the terrorists 
were involved in several 
terror crime cases. “two 
local categorised #terror-
ists linked with proscribed 
#terror outfit let killed 
in #encounter. they were 
involved in several terror 
crime cases,” Kashmir 
Zone Police tweeted. 
earlier one terrorist was 
killed in the encounter 
that broke out in the 
tangpawa area of Jammu 
and Kashmir’s anant-
nag on Sunday evening, 
according to the police. 

“#anantnag encounter-
update: 01 #terrorist 
killed. #operation going 
on. Further details shall 
follow,” Kashmir Zone 
Police tweeted on monday 
morning. last week, four 
terrorists were eliminated 
in two separate encoun-
ters conducted in a joint 
operation launched by the 
indian army and Jammu 
and Kashmir Police 
in Shopian district in 
Jammu and Kashmir, said 
the police. 

SANjAy rAuT’S 
juDICIAL CuSTODy 
ExTENDS TILL 17 OCT 
mumbai: the judicial 
custody of Shiv Sena 
leader Sanjay raut in 
connection with the Patra 
chawl land scam case 
has been extended till 
october 17 on monday. 
Sanjay rauut’s custody 
was previously extended 
on october 4 for 14 days 
(till october 10, today) by a 
Special court in mumbai. 
raut was arrested by the 
enforcement Director-
ate (eD) on august 1 in 
connection with alleged 
financial irregularities in 
the redevelopment of the 
Patra chawl in suburban 
Goregaon in mumbai. 
after being in the eD’s 
custody initially, the Shiv 
Sena leader was sent to 
judicial custody for 14 
days on august 8. on au-
gust 22, a special Pmla 
court extended raut’s 
custody till September 5 
which was further extend-
ed till September 19 and 
then till october 3 and 10.  

SCuffLE IN NOIDA 
HOuSING SOCIETy, 
POLICE ArrEST 
TWO
NoiDa: a security guard 
of a housing society in 
Noida and a food deliv-
ery man were arrested 
after a scuffle broke 
out between them on 
Sunday over entry into 
the premises, accord-
ing to the police. the 
arrests were made after 
a purported cctV foot-
age of the incident went 
viral on social media. 
the incident that took 
place in the housing 
society under Sector 
39 police station limits, 
was captured in the 
cctV camera installed 
in the society, which 
showed both of them 
indulging in a barehand 
fight followed by use of 
a stick amid the drizzle. 
the incident is the latest 
episode in many such 
incidents taking place 
with the security guards 
in the housing societies. 

The two-day curfew has been imposed amid the ongoing law and 
order situation in the area.



The demise of Mulayam 
Singh Yadav, perhaps 
the most well-known 

leader of the socialist move-
ment in India post 1970s, 
brings the curtains down on 
an era of Indian politics dur-
ing which the dominance of 
the Congress and the upper 
castes in the Centre and in 
most states came to an end.

He served as a school teach-
er in the late 1950s and was 
first elected as a member of 
the UP Legislative Assem-
bly in 1967. That was a time 
when the Congress with its 
brand of upper caste (main-
ly Brahmin) matrix domi-
nated UP politics. Mulayam 
emerged as a major face of 
the Jayaprakash Narayan’s 
movement in 1974 and with 
the passage of time, he con-
solidated his position as a 
leader of the Yadav commu-
nity and by extension, of the 

backward castes. He may be 
remembered for many things 
in UP as well as in the rest of 
the country, but his singular 
success remains the consoli-
dation of Yadav dominance in 
UP politics.

It is not as if the Congress 
did not know this, since the 
party had started acknowl-
edging the significance of the 
Yadavs as the most dominant, 
aggressive and politically-
alert caste group, as was evi-
dent in the pre-eminence of 
many leaders. The first was 
Chandrajit Yadav, Lok Sabha 
MP from Azamgarh in 1967 
and 1971 and also Union Min-
ister of Steel and Mines in the 
Indira Gandhi government. 
Significantly, Chandrajit 
Yadav left Congress in 1980, 
came back for a brief while in 
1989 left again in 1991, to win 
from Azamgarh as a Janata 
Dal candidate.

Another Yadav leader in 
the Congress in UP who tried 
hard to prove his importance 
was Balram Singh Yadav. He 
remained in the Congress as 
MLA, minister in UP, as MP, 
member of AICC, president 
of UPCC, Union Minister for 
Steel and Mines, and quit 
the party after a 38-year as-
sociation in 1997 and joined 
the Samajwadi Party, to the 
absolute delight of Mulayam.

 
Yadav strength

After the decimation of the 
Congress in 1977 Lok Sab-
ha election, the emerging 
strength of the Yadav com-
munity made even the newly-
formed Janata Party choose 
to make a Yadav the chief 
minister of UP in Ram Na-
resh Yadav, a political light-
weight. Incidentally, he was 
overshadowed by Mulayam 
all the time and after a long 
career of political frustration, 
he joined the Congress.

This brought the spotlight 
back to Mulayam who relent-
lessly continued to bring Ya-
dav families together mainly 
in western UP, focussing 
on the districts of Etawah, 
Mainpuri, Ferozabad, and 
surrounding areas. It is sig-
nificant to note that besides 
these districts, the Yadavs in 
UP are also concentrated in 
eastern UP districts of Aza-
mgarh, Mau, Ghosi, Ghazipur 
and Ballia. But there is little 
social or cultural interac-
tion between those from the 
eastern and western sides. 
Mulayam succeeded in con-
vincing the community that 
they needed to look at their 
strength across the state, 
rather than be divided in 
eastern or western groups.

This conviction reflected 
in the electoral success of 
Mulayam as he went to win 
the Assembly election for 
ten terms in 1967, 1974, 1977, 
1985, 1989, 1991, 1993, 1996, 
2003, 2007 and was an MP 
seven times (Lok Sabha 1996, 
1998, 1999, 2004, 2009, 2014, 
2019.) in these years, he pre-
pared several members of 
his immediate and extended 

family to join politics at block, 
district, state and national 
level. At one time, the number 
of such persons was said to be 
nearly three dozen.

It is a measure of his dedica-
tion to ground-level politics 
and successful consolidation 
of his vote base, that while 
in Bihar, several leaders 
emerged from the JP move-
ment (Lalu Prasad, Ram Vilas 
Paswan, Karpoori Thakur, 
Nitish Kumar), in UP, there 
was none else than Mulayam. 
Even Yadavs in Congress 
gravitated to Mulayam, re-
gardless of the party he was 
in after his manipulations 
(within the Janata Party, 
Janata Dal, Lok Dal) and fi-
nally, his own creation the 
Samajwadi Party.

all-rounder
This ensured his acceptance 
as a heavyweight who could 
make or break alliances. He 
also used this strength to de-
rive whatever advantage he 
wished from all parties—the 
Congress, Janata Dal, Bharati-
ya Janata Party, Left Parties 
and the Bahujan Samaj Party 
(BSP)—whose supremo May-
awati went on from being 
an ally to become his bete 
noire for decades. Mulayam 
served as Chief Minister of 
Uttar Pradesh on three oc-
casions—1989 (coalition), 
1993 (coalition with BSP), 
and 2003.

His now-on, now off politi-
cal equations with Charan 
Singh, his son Ajit Singh, 
former UP chief minister 
and former Prime Minis-
ter VP Singh, Janata Party 
stalwart Chandra Shekhar, 
former Prime Minister Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee, BJP lead-
ers Kalyan Singh and Kesri 
Nath Tripathi, and the late 
SP leader Amar Singh are 
integral parts of UP’s politi-
cal folklore.

Some striking examples 
of his political manipula-
tions are the formation of a 
government in UP in 1989 
with support from BJP, then 
stringent opposition to the 
Ram Temple movement from 
1991 onwards; formation of 
a coalition government with 
BSP in 1992 and then decades 
of bitter, almost-personal ani-
mosity with Mayawati; for-
mation of government with 
support from Congress and 
stalling Sonia Gandhi becom-
ing the Prime Minister over 
the “foreign origin” issue.

His political flip-flops—
famously quoted as being 
wrestling manoeuvres—al-
ways helped him remain the 
dominant political force in 
UP. Allegations of forming a 
Muslim-Yadav combination 
that won elections, charges 
of minority appeasement, 
never damaged him. Even 
allegations of engineering a 
Yadav dominance of police 
and civic administration in 
UP in the decades of 1990s 
did not hurt him politically. 
All these actually bolstered 
his position as an almost un-
beatable force which grew be-
yond UP and made his party 
a national player.

However, the decision to 
hand over the chief minister’s 
position to son Akhilesh Ya-
dav after his party’s election 
victory in 2012 was perhaps 
the one that triggered a loss 
of popular confidence in his 
political decisions. Akhilesh 

ran his government from 
2012 to 2017 amid rumours 
of him being a mere puppet 
with other stalwarts being 
influential power centres. 
This led to a major and dirty 
fallout within the family and 
the party, leading to Mulay-
am’s marginalisation and 
eventually Akhilesh’s emer-
gence. Since then, Mulayam 
has been a mere shadow of 
his previous self. Yet, on 
occasions he displayed his 
political deftness by appear-
ing close to Lalu Prasad and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. His son Akhilesh, on 
the other hand, tried unsuc-
cessfully to form an alliance 
with Rahul Gandhi as well as 
with Mayawati’s BSP. 

If Samajwadi Party appears 
to be the only party being in 
a position to challenge the 
BJP in UP, it is because of the 
decades of ground prepared 
by Mulayam, his nose to the 
ground, his one-to-one con-
nect with even village-level 
workers, and his keenness to 
help people who supported 
him. Mulayam transformed 
Samajwadi party from being 
an essentially Yadav outfit to 
a symbol of OBC strength. As 
these qualities are getting lost 
in the post-Mulayam Sama-
jwadi Party, Yadavs may seek 
their political clout elsewhere. 
Once that happens, the Mu-
layam impact will surely 
come to an end.
Ratan Mani Lal is a prominent 
columnist and TV commentator. 
He has worked as Editor of sev-
eral national dailies, including 
The Times of India, Hindu-
stan Times and The Bhaskar 
Group. He is a keen observer of 
political and social changes.

Mulayam changed the 
way caste matters
He may be remembered for many things in UP as well as in the rest of the country, but 
his singular success remains the consolidation of Yadav dominance in UP politics.

PICTURE OF GRIT

END OF A POlITICAl ERA

On 24 September 2021, US President Joe Biden 
hosted the first ever in-person meeting of the lead-
ers of the Quad countries at the White House in 
Washington D.C. The meeting was attended by the 
leaders of India, Australia, Japan and the US. The 
joint statement issued by the end of the meeting had 
a celebratory tone about it as it declared “the occa-
sion of the Quad summit” to be “an opportunity to 
refocus ourselves and the world on the Indo-Pacif-
ic”. The world’s focus was firmly on China at the 
time. Inside 5-6 months of that meeting, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin invaded Ukraine and the 
focus shifted from the Indo-Pacific to the Atlantic, 
specifically to Europe and the Nato countries. Fol-
lowing which was launched the script of “punish-
ment for daring to be neutral and failing to fall in 
line with the Nato diktat”. A year later, India-US 
relations seem to have hit a rough patch. Getting US 
visitor visas by Indians has become next to impos-
sible, with an 800-plus-day wait for a visa appoint-
ment. The US has allowed a $450 maintenance 
upgrade of Pakistan’s F-16 fighter jet fleet, to curb 
terrorism—a claim that was laughed at by the In-
dian side. The US ambassador to Pakistan has sud-
denly adopted the Pakistani script and described 
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir as “Azad Kashmir”, 
instead of calling it “disputed”. American claims 
of staff shortage to process visa applications does 
not cut the ice, especially when it takes the Chinese 
two-three days, and Pakistanis less than 30 days 
for similar visa appointments. No wonder there 
is speculation if the US has initiated a reset of US-
India relations by bringing Pakistan into the equa-
tion; and if Washington warming up to Islamabad, 
rather Rawalpindi GHQ, has to do with Pakistan of-
fering its services to help the US retain a foothold in 
the Af-Pak region, or is more about teaching India 
a lesson for its neutral stand on the Russia-Ukraine 
war and its purchase of the Russian S-400. What-
ever be the case, it is not intelligent on the US’ part to 
appear to be letting the Russia-Ukraine war impact 
its relations with India. But then the Pakistan card 
apparently being played by Mr Antony Blinken 
and Co. is terribly weak, given that Pakistan is not 
only responsible for the creation of the Taliban but 
has also ensured the US’ humiliating retreat from 
Afghanistan. The US also seems to have forgotten 
Pakistan being the incubator of international ter-
rorism, the reason why it is on the FATF grey list, 
apart from being the country that sheltered one of 
the biggest enemies of the US, Osama bin Laden. In 
fact, this whole demand being made of India to shed 
its neutrality in the Ukraine war and stand with 
the democracies against an “authoritarian” Russia 
sounds terribly hollow when the US sups with Pak-
istan, a military state with a sham democracy. But 
the mollycoddling of this so-called strategic partner 
of the US is not working, as Pakistan is essentially 
a client state of China, a status it once again made 
clear at the United Nations human rights council by 
voting against the Western sponsored resolution to 
discuss China’s human rights violations in Xinji-
ang. Apparently, the West is now putting pressure 
on Pakistan to vote against Russia at an upcoming 
UN General Assembly session. It will be interest-
ing to see which way Pakistan goes, considering it 
is the “iron brother” of China, and Beijing has been 
firmly standing with Vladimir Putin’s military mis-
adventure in Ukraine. Which brings us to the China 
factor—China, the country that is delighted that the 
focus has shifted to Russia, even as it creeps around 
remaking the world with Chinese communist char-
acteristics.

India-US relations are more than the two being 
strategic and security partners. It is not just about 
having a militarily powerful India as a counter to 
China. As two of the world’s most important de-
mocracies, India-US relations are about trade, about 
people to people relationship, about the Indian di-
aspora, about influence, about humanitarian issues, 
culture, science, research. It’s a whole gamut. But 
at the same time, India-US relationship is a work in 
progress, with history being a baggage. In the past 
the US had not only hyphenated India with the mili-
tary dictatorship of Pakistan, but had also propped 
up the latter against India. If India is dependent to 
a large extent on Russia for its defence materiel, it 
is because the West was not selling its weapons 
or transferring technology to Delhi for decades. 
Hence, there is no escaping the trust deficit. Also, 
the US track record of dealing with friends and 
partners does not work as a confidence booster to 
the world outside of the western hemisphere. Even 
in the western hemisphere, how is the EU reacting 
to Victoria Nuland’s expletive against the EU, as re-
vealed in a recent audio leak; or what about France’s 
anger at the US striking the AUKUS pact with Aus-
tralia? Moreover, it is almost as if the China threat 
no longer matters to Joe Biden, the reason why even 
Quad has to be a platform to bash Russia—or else… 
The US needs to realise that overlordship does not 
work, and if it tries to play politics or tries to teach 
India and Indians a lesson, there is bound to be a 
backlash. Sadly, voices are already being heard in 
India about opening ways of communication with 
China. In other words, the US should not lose India. 
It will be a sad day for the world, for freedom and 
democracy if that ever happens.

Joyeeta Basu

perspective
BILATERAL TIES

ThE US ShOUlDN’T 
lOSE INDIA

The demolition of the Babri 
Masjid in Ayodhya on 6 De-
cember 1992 was a seminal 
event in post-Independence 
India. While it led to much 
hand-wringing in the secular 
media, it also sparked an up-
surge of Hindu support for the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
across North India, and espe-
cially in Uttar Pradesh where 
Ayodhya is located. The BJP 
had already been ruling UP 
since June 1991, but its gov-
ernment was promptly dis-
missed by the Centre for its 
failure to protect the Babri 
Masjid, despite many previ-
ous assurances–including 
to the Supreme Court–that 
it would do so.

Thus when the next assem-
bly elections were announced 
a year later, the atmosphere 
in the state was such that a 
BJP walkover seemed certain. 
The opposition was badly di-
vided, with its tallest leader 
Mulayam Singh Yadav, having 

just launched a new party–the 
Samajwadi Party–breaking 
away from the main oppo-
sition party at the time, the 
Janata Dal. Yadav was also 
notorious among Hindu 
voters at the time for his 
determination to safeguard 
the Babri Masjid, which led 
him, as UP chief minister, to 
order police firing on the BJP-
inspired kar sevaks the first 
time they tried to demolish it 
in October-November 1990. 
And yet, teaming up with an-
other fledgling party then, the 
BSP, and exploiting caste divi-
sions, Mulayam stunned the 
nation by narrowly winning 
the 1993 UP assembly polls, 
becoming chief minister for a 
second time exactly one year 
after the Babri Masjid was 
brought down–on 6 Decem-
ber 1993. His stature grew 
further in the 1990s, when he 
became Union defence min-
ister in the 1996 United Front 
(UF) ministry at the Centre led 
by H.D. Deve Gowda. He was 
even a strong contender for 
PM in April 1997 after Deve 
Gowda was forced to resign by 
the Congress, which was sup-
porting the UF ministry but 
had issues with Deve Gowda 
personally. (Ultimately, the 
UF coalition partners pre-
ferred Inder Kumar Gujral 
as PM.) Mulayam also had a 
third term as UP chief minis-

ter from 2003 to 2007. But it 
is the December 1993 victory 
against seemingly impossible 
odds—and the stinging, if 
temporary, rebuff it gave to 
the BJP—that will always 
politically resonate.

Born into a poor farming 
family, Mulayam was spot-
ted and mentored by two local 
leaders of the Praja Socialist 
Party (PSP), Nathu Singh 
and Arjun Singh Bhadoria. 
After the PSP disintegrated, 
he moved on to the other so-
cialist party, the Samyukta 
Socialist Party (SSP), led by 
the best known of all socialist 
leaders, Ram Manohar Lohia. 
Mulayam too thoroughly Lo-
hia’s two central tenets–the 
first, a blind opposition to 
the ruling Congress party. 
The second was an equally 
fierce hostility towards the 
English language and keen-
ness to totally abolish its use 
in the country.

Lohia, however, died early, 
in 1967, the same year Mulay-
am, just 27 years old then, was 
elected to the UP assembly for 
the first time from Jaswant-
nagar in Etawah district, with 
Nathu Singh having generous-
ly handed over his own seat to 
him. Following Lohia’s death, 
the SSP gradually withered, 
but soon rural-based UP 
politicians opposed to Con-
gress had a fresh alternative–

Charan Singh, the architect of 
zamindari abolition and land 
reforms in UP (and thereby 
revered by its peasantry), 
quit the Congress to set up 
his own party, the Bharatiya 
Kranti Dal (BKD), later called 
the Bharatiya Lok Dal (BLD). 
Mulayam joined the BLD and 
soon became one of Charan 
Singh’s most trusted lieuten-
ants, taking up Charan Singh’s 
main demand for a better deal 
for farmers. When the BLD 
joined other opposition par-
ties to form the Janata Party 
at the end of the Emergency 
period in early 1977, Mulayam 
joined it too. When the Janata 
Party won the next assembly 
election in UP, he became the 
state’s cooperatives minister.

The next major turn in Mu-
layam Singh’s politics came 
more than a decade later, af-
ter the Janata Party had de-
stroyed its own government 
in 1979 by breaking up, but 
had come together again in 
1989 as the Janata Dal led by 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh. 
Crusading against Congress 
corruption, the Janata Dal 
won the next general elec-
tion in late 1989. In 1990, 
two crucial events occurred: 
V. P. Singh, who had become 
prime minister, implemented 
the recommendations of the 
Mandal Commission report, 
providing reservation in cen-

tral government jobs for the 
first time to the other back-
ward classes (OBCs), which 
included Mulayam Singh’s 
own Yadav caste – a decision 
which caused deep division 
across the country. Simultane-
ously, the BJP stepped up its 
demand for a Ram temple in 
Ayodhya at the precise spot 
where the Babri Masjid stood–
another greatly divisive step, 
which particularly alarmed 
the Muslims. 

Mulayam Singh had become 
chief minister of UP after the 
Janata Dal won the assem-
bly elections in the state in 
December 1989. As Mandal 
and Mandir became key is-
sues, he modified his earlier 
anti-Congress stance to that 
of an implacable opponent 
of the BJP instead, opposing 
the Ram temple unless a court 
decision ordered it, thereby 
winning the undying loyalty 
of Muslims. But the gains of 
his spectacular December 
1993 assembly election did 
not last long, his government 
falling after an ugly spat with 
his coalition partner in mid-
1995. The rise of the BJP also 
proved inexorable, despite the 
interregnum of the United 
Front government–when 
most of the other parties came 
together in 1996-98 to keep 
the BJP out of power at the 
centre and Mulayam Singh 

became defence minister. 
However, Mulayam Singh’s 
anti-Congress upbringing 
never entirely left him, and 
in 1999, after the first central 
government led by Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee had fallen, it was his 
unwillingness to support a 
Sonia Gandhi-led Congress 
government that prevented 
it from taking office, leading 
to another election which the 
BJP won and thereby contin-
ued to rule till 2004.

During his three terms as 
chief minister, Mulayam 
Singh was also much criti-
cized for patronising certain 
criminal elements, and indeed 
making little effort to improve 
law and order in his state. 
But for all his compromises, 
Mulayam Singh’s grit and 
capacity for hard work; his 
extraordinary networking 
and organisational skills, are 
acknowledged by all. Asso-
ciates of Charan Singh, who 
finally became prime minister 
at the age of 77 for a brief five 
months in 1979, recall him 
saying ruefully in his last 
years: “If I’d had four people 
like Mulayam Singh working 
for me, I would have become 
prime minister much earlier.”
The author is a veteran journal-
ist whose book The Disruptor: 
How Vishwanath Pratap 
Singh Shook India was pub-
lished last year.

For all his compromises, Mulayam’s 
networking skills were acknowledged by all

debashish Mukerji

opinion
Ratan Mani LaL
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In relation with the specu-
lations about the Supreme 
Court collegium meeting 
held on September. The 
Collegium members have 
released a joint statement 
stating that the said meeting 
has been discharged in view 
of the Union Law Minister’s 
letter to the Chief Justice of 
India UU Lalit on October 7 
asking him for the name of 
his successor.

The statement released 
stated that in the circum-
stances, no further steps 
need be taken and the un-
finished work in the meet-
ing called for September 
30, 2022 is closed without 
there being any further de-
liberation. Thus, the meeting 
dated September 30, 2022 
stands discharged.

It stated that as per the 
statements, two members of 
the collegium - Justices DY 
Chandrachud and Abdul 
Nazeer- raised an objection 
to the letter circulated by 
CJI Lalit seeking their views 
with regard to the proposals 
for elevation to the Supreme 
Court. It was objected by 
two judges to the process 
of selection and appointing 
judges by circulation.

On Septemeber 30, the 
physical meeting which 
was scheduled at 4.30 PM 
did not take place as Justice 
Chandrachud could not at-
tend the same. However, it 
may be noted that Justice 
Chandrachud had held sit-
ting on September 30 in his 
court till 9.15 PM.

It was written by CJI Lalit 
to the members of the col-
legium on September 30 

soliciting their views re-
garding the proposals, since 
the physical meeting did not 
take place.

Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul 
and Justice K.M. Joseph, the 
two members of collegium 
expressed their approval of 
the proposals through their 
respective letters dated 01-
10-2022 and 07-10-2022.

Justice Chandrachud and 
Justice S. Abdul Nazeer by 
separate letter dated 01-
10-2022, objected to the 
method adopted in the CJI’s 
letter dated 30.09.2022. 
Thus, they did not disclose 
any views against any of 
these candidates but raised 
objection to the procedure 
of seeking views through 
circulation of letters.

It was written by CJI on 
October 2 that these two 
judges again seeking rea-
sons or alternative sugges-
tions. Further, there was no 
response to the said commu-
nication.

A letter was received by CJI 
dated October 7, 2022 from 
the Union Law Minister 
requesting to nominate his 
successor to take over the 
office of CJI w.e.f. November 
9, 2022.

At the Outset, the Colle-
gium decided to discharge 
the September 30 meeting 
without further action.

the collegium had ap-
proved the proposal to ele-
vate Chief Justice of Bombay 
High Court Justice Dipankar 
Dutta to the Supreme Court 
in the meeting held on Sep-
tember 26. Till September 
30, the consideration of ten 
other judges was deferred.

However, in the meeting 
held on September 26, a new 
procedure was introduced 
with the approval of all 
members whereby the judg-
ments authored by the pro-
spective candidates will be 
circulated and an objective 
assessment of their relative 
merit will have to be made.

in court

Supreme court collegium 
releaSeS Statement: two 
JudgeS obJected to procedure, 
September 30 meeting diScharged

delhi high court

The Delhi High Court in the 
case CIT Versus Travelport 
L.P. USA observed and has 
held that the travel agents 
in India were merely con-
nected to the extent that 
they could perform a book-
ing function but were not ca-
pable of processing the data 
of all the airlines together in 
one place.

The division bench com-
prising of Justice Manmohan 
and Justice Manmeet Pri-
tam Singh Arora observed 
and has held that a book-
ing function is not covered 
under substantial business 
activity and, therefore, the 
same is not taxable.

It was held by ITAT and 
CIT(A) that out of several 
activities, the activities of 
Calleo Distribution Tech-
nologies Private Limited in 
India were only in respect 
of generating requests and 
receiving end results of the 
process. Thus, the comput-
ers at the desk of the travel 
agent in India were merely 

connected to the extent that 
they could perform a book-
ing function but were not 
capable of processing the 
data at once of all the airlines 
together. It was also held by 
ITAT that the assessee has 
not deployed any assets in 
India.

The order passed by ITAT 
has been challenged by the 

appellant/department.
However, it has been stated 

by the department that the 
ITAT has erred in holding 
that only 15% of the revenue 
is attributable to the as-
sessee’s PE in India without 
appreciating the facts of the 
case.

Further, the appellant con-
tended that the ITAT had 
failed to note that the sub-
stantial activities relating to 
the business of the assessee 
were carried out in India 
and, accordingly, the entire 
booking revenue/fees gen-
erated from India would be 
taxable in India.

Accordingly, the court dis-
missed the appeal of the de-
partment.

Travel agent’s booking function is 
not substantial business activity 
and not taxable
TDG NeTwork

The Punjab and Hary-
ana High Court while 
stressing over that 

motherhood is natural, in-
nate, and fulfilling to every 
woman in the case Renuka v. 
Shelly Kumar observed that 
forcing a wife to terminate 
her pregnancy against her 
will constitutes cruelty.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Ritu Bahri and Jus-
tice Nidhi Gupta observed 
and decreed the petition for 
divorce filed by a wife under 
Section 13 of the Hindu Mar-
riage Act and thus, dissolved 
the marriage of the parties 
solemnized in 2012 by pass-
ing a decree of divorce.

It was also noted by the 
bench comprising of Justice 

Bahri and Justice Gupta that 
the wife was forced to termi-
nate her pregnancy against 
her will at the insistence of 
her husband and however, 
she could not conceive again 
due to gynecological com-
plications, which, in Court’s 
view has constituted cruelty.

Background of the Case
In August 12, the parties 

got married as per Hindu 
rites and ceremonies and 
the wife started living with 
her husband and his family 
members. It was alleged by 
her that she was constantly 
tortured physically, men-
tally, and emotionally by 
her husband and his family 
members as they pestered 
her incessantly demanding 
more dowry.

Further, it was alleged by 
her that in October 2012 she 

got pregnant, however, her 
husband forcibly got her 
pregnancy terminated stat-
ing that he had no means 
to bring up the child. Thus, 
even after the termination 
of her pregnancy, she was 
not allowed to rest as was 
required for recovery, and 
though she felt very weak 
still his mother and the re-
spondent made her work 
due to which the appellant 
developed gynecological 
complications due to which 
she was not able to conceive 
again.

It was also stated by her 
about certain events that 
caused mental agony to her 
in her matrimonial home. Fi-
nally, in 2015 she was turned 
out of the matrimonial home, 
and thus, alleging that she 
was treated with cruelty 

and her husband deserted 
her, a petition was filled by 
her under Section 13 of the 
Act before the Family Court, 
Hisar, which the court dis-
missed and aggrieved with 
the same she moved to the 
High Court.

Observations Made By 
High Court

It was noted by the court 
that the allegations put 
forth by the wife that she 
could not conceive due to 
gynecological complications 
developed after being forced 
to terminate the pregnancy 
were well supported by the 
medical records as in 2014 
she had also gone to the Fer-
tility Centres where she un-
derwent treatment because 
she ‘wanted to conceive’.

Further, the court noted 
that she had made the al-

legations in that regard be-
fore the family court as well, 
therefore, the husband’s 
denial to the very serious 
allegations was lackadaisi-
cal and limited, without any 
specifics.

However, the court noted 
that the conduct of the 
parties in the present case 
showed that there are ir-
reconcilable differences be-
tween the parties, rendering 
the marriage, a mere legal 
fiction. Consequently, tak-
ing note of the observations 
made by the Supreme Court 
in the case of Naveen Kohli v. 
Neelu Kohli’, (2006) 4 SCC 
558, wherein the court al-
lowed the appeal of the wife 
and decreed the petition for 
divorce filed by her under 
Section 13 of the Hindu Mar-
riage Act.

incourt

Punjab and Haryana High Court: 
“Motherhood in innate, forcing wife to 
terminate pregnancy against her will 
amounts to cruelty”
TDG NeTwork

The Punjab and Haryana 
High Court in the case Amit 
Kumar Yadav v. Suman Devi 
and others observed and 
stated that unless it is found 
that at the relevant point of 
time, the wife was actually 
living in adultery, she is not 
disentitled to claim mainte-
nance. It was further opined 
by the court that the mate-
rial on record must indicate 
that the wife was living in 
adultery shortly before or 
after the petition of mainte-
nance has been instituted.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Vivek Puri observed 
and has also held that a soli-
tary act of adultery or an iso-
lated lapse of wife, will not 
disentitle the wife to claim 
the maintenance.

Background of the Case:
A plea has been moved 

by the wife under Section 
125 of the Code in July 2017 
seeking maintenance for 
herself and for three minor 
children from her husband 
(petitioner herein). The peti-
tion was resisted by the Hus-
band on the score that his 
wife was having adulterous 

relationship and she had ad-
mitted this aspect in terms of 
a writing executed on May 
19, 2005. After his right to 
adduce was evidence was 
closed in July 2019, an ap-
plication was moved by him 
for additional evidence for 
examining a handwriting 
expert to prove the aforesaid 
writing of the wife (petition-
er therein).

The wife resisted the ap-
plication arguing that the 
said document was well 
within the knowledge of the 
husband and despite being 
given sufficient opportu-
nity to produce evidence, he 
deliberately and intention-
ally moved the present ap-
plication at a belated stage 
in the case to fill up the la-
cuna. The court dismissed 
the application. Aggrieved 
with the same, the husband 
moved the instant plea, chal-
lenging the same.

Observations Made By 
High Court:

It was opined by the Court 
that although a discretion 
is vested in the trial Court 
to act as the exigencies of 
justice and circumstances 
of the case may require to 
permit a party to lead ad-

ditional evidence, therefore, 
the court added that it has 
also to be borne in mind 
that such power cannot be 
exercised to permit any of 
the parties in its case to fill 
up lacuna.

Further, it was noted by 
the court that in the instant 
case, the petitioner-hus-
band was well within the 
knowledge of the alleged 
writing during the filing of 
the maintenance plea by the 
wife and he had even taken 
an objection to the main pe-
tition to dispute the claim of 
the respondents for mainte-
nance, however, there was 
no justified reason for him 
to now initiate the exercise 
of proving the writing by 
examining a handwriting 
expert after displaying in-
action for a period of two 
years and when the case 
was already pending in the 
trial Court for the evidence 
of him.

The court opined that 
maintenance can be de-
clined, in the event, IF it is 
established and is proved 
that the wife is living in 
adultery. Therefore, living 
in in adultery means a con-
tinued adulterous conduct 

and not a single or occasion-
al lapse.

Further, the Court re-
marked as it dismissed the 
plea of the husband that it is 
not the case of the petitioner 
that shortly prior to the 
institution of the petition 
or subsequent thereto, the 
respondent no.1 is continu-
ously being living in adul-
terous life. Thus, the course 
of adulterous conduct must 
not be a matter of past, but 
must be continuing at the 
time of presentation of the 
petition. 

It was alleged by the State 
that act of adultery is in-
dicative of the fact that such 
act has been condoned and 
consequently, the allega-
tion to the effect that the 
respondent no.1 was living 
in adulterous life way back 
in the year 2005 and the 
same cannot be termed to 
be a circumstance, which 
may be significant enough 
to dispute the claim of the 
respondents for claiming 
maintenance from the peti-
tioner. Also, this is a signifi-
cant circumstance which 
indicate that the proposed 
evidence is not essential to 
decide the controversy.

ph high court

Mandatary to show wife was 
living in adultery shortly 
before or after moving 
maintenance plea to disentitle 
her to relief
TDG NeTwork

The division bench comprising of Justice 
Manmohan and Justice Manmeet Pritam 
Singh Arora observed and has held 
that a booking function is not covered 
under substantial business activity and, 
therefore, the same is not taxable.

TDG NeTwork
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Ministry of Coal has issued 
Allocation/Vesting Orders 
for 12 Coal Mines for which 
the Coal Mine Development 
and Production Agreement 
(CMDPA) were signed on 
August 17, 2022. Of the 12 

coal mines, seven mines are 
under Coal Mines (Special 
Provisions) Act, 2015 and 
five coal mines are under 
Mines and Minerals (De-
velopment and Regulation) 
Act, 1957.

The cumulative PRC of 

the 12 coal mines for which 
Vesting Orders have been 
issued is 21 million ton per 
annum (MTPA) and Geo-
logical Reserve is 2300 
million ton (MT). These 
mines are expected to gen-
erate an Annual Revenue of 

Rs.3,569 crores calculated 
on the basis of PRC and will 
attract Capital Investment 
of Rs.3,208 crores.

 It will provide employ-
ment to approximately 
28,800 people both directly 
and indirectly.

With the vesting/ alloca-
tion of these 12 coal mines, 
vesting/ allocation orders 
have been issued for total 39 
coal mines under commer-
cial auctions with cumula-
tive PRC of 83.10 MTPA. 
This will result in genera-

tion of Annual Revenue of 
Rs11,380 crores calculated 
on the basis of PRC of the 
coal mine to  State Govern-
ment and will generate 
employment for 1,12,344 
people both directly and in-
directly.

The Indian Courts are 
overburdened with 
numerous pending 

cases. Justice V.V. Rao once 
stated, “It would take 320 
years for the Indian judi-
ciary to clear millions of 
pending cases.” Therefore, 
it is always advisable to use 
the Alternate Dispute Reso-
lution mechanisms wher-
ever possible. Mediation 
has emerged to be one of 
the most popular Alternate 
Dispute Resolution mecha-
nisms in India.

Mediation is a mecha-
nism of Alternate Dispute 
Resolution, i.e., outside the 
Courtroom wherein a third 
party is appointed as a me-
diator who helps the parties 
to the dispute in reaching 
to a mutually decided solu-
tion. It is a process of attain-
ing a solution without going 
through the lengthy process 
of litigation. The role of the 
mediator is absolutely un-
biased and the solution pro-
vided through mediation is 
not binding on the parties to 
the dispute. 

The use of Mediation has 
been annunciated under 
the Arbitration and Concili-
ation Act, 1996 and the Code 
of Civil Procedure, 1908. 

The Indian judiciary has, 
time and again tried to pro-
mote Mediation to settle 
matrimonial disputes. This 
is because the process of 
Mediation is beneficial for 
the parties as well as the 
Courts of law. While on one 
hand, it is a cost-effective, 
speedy, less emotionally 
draining, and confidential 
process for the parties, it 
helps in reducing the bur-
den on the Courts on the 
other hand. 

MEDIATION:
Mediation is one of the most 
common mechanisms of 
Alternate Dispute Resolu-
tion (ADR). The concept of 
Alternative Dispute Reso-
lution denotes the process 
in which disputes are ad-
dressed and settled outside 
the Courtroom. In a more 
detailed language, Alternate 
Dispute Resolution refers to 
the ways in which disputes 
are resolved without any 
litigation.

Mediation is an old process 
of Alternate Dispute Reso-
lution practiced since time 
immemorial. It is a cost-ef-
fective and a secretive pro-
cedure to maintain privacy, 
especially in family matters 
keeping them a secret only 
amongst the parties and the 
mediator. Moreover, the so-
lution given by the mediator 
is not binding on the parties 
rather, the solution is what 
both the parties have agreed 
to. The parties, respecting 

each other’s concerns, come 
to a mutual settlement in a 
peaceful manner. Thus, it 
proves to be one of the best 
Alternate Dispute Resolu-
tion mechanisms. 

While mediation is con-
sidered to be a beneficial 
process for the parties, it is 
equally beneficial for the 
Courts as when the cases are 
referred to Mediation, the 
Courts are less burdened. 
It is termed the most hassle-
free procedure of dispute 
redressal. The disputes are 
resolved amicably without 
jeopardizing the parties’ re-
lationship.

As defined in Black’s Law 
Dictionary, Alternative Dis-
pute Resolution is a method 
of dispute resolution involv-
ing one or more third parties 
for settling the disputes by 
means other than litigation, 
such as arbitration or me-
diation. However, the reso-
lution method of Mediation 
is considered to be the most 
cost-effective, convenient, 
speedy, and confidential. In 
India, A The process of me-
diation involves three par-
ties, i.e., the two parties to 
the dispute and the media-
tor. It is the process wherein 
the mediator tries to talk 
to the two parties and help 
them in attaining a solution 
that is mutually decided by 
them. The mediator acts as 
an intermediary to bring 
the parties to the dispute to 
an understanding while the 
decision-making power still 
rests with the parties, i.e., 
the mediator does not have 
the right to decide any out-
come of a dispute or com-
pel the disputing entities to 
agree upon the same. The 
mediation must be neutral 
and unbiased, i.e., he/she 
cannot be party-centric.

Rule 4 of the Civil Proce-
dure - Alternate Dispute 
Resolution Rules, 2003 
(ADR Rules) defines media-
tion by stating that:

“Settlement by ‘Mediation’ 
means the process by which 
a mediator appointed by 
parties or by the Court, as 
the case may be, mediates 
the dispute between the 
parties to the suit by the ap-
plication of the provisions of 
the Mediation Rules, 2003 
in Part II, and in particular, 
by facilitating discussion be-
tween parties directly or by 
communicating with each 
other through the mediator, 
by assisting parties in iden-
tifying issues, reducing mis-
understandings, clarifying 
priorities, exploring areas 
of compromise, generating 
options in an attempt to 
solve the dispute and em-
phasizing that it is the par-
ties own responsibility for 
making decisions which af-
fect them.”

In Afcons Infrastructure 
Ltd v M/s Cherian Varkey 
Construction, the Supreme 
Court of India clarified that 
the words ‘mediation’ and 
‘conciliation’ are used syn-
onymously. In this commen-
tary, the words ‘mediation’ 
and ‘mediator’ are used; 
they should be taken also to 
mean ‘conciliation’ and ‘con-
ciliator’.

Union Minister for 
Environment, For-
est and Climate 

Change Bhupender Yadav 
attended the inaugural ses-
sion of Sustainable Moun-
tain Development Summit-
XI, (SMDS-XI) being held at 
Leh, Ladakh UT from 10-12 
October, 2022.

The theme for SMDS-XI 
is ‘Harnessing tourism for 
sustainable mountain de-
velopment’. The main focus 
of the summit is to reduce the 
negative impacts of tourism 
while harnessing its positive 
contributions to building 
climate and socio-ecological 
resilience and sustainability. 

In his address, he expressed 
that visiting Ladakh is always 
refreshing due to its beauti-
ful landscape and magnifi-
cent mountains. Integration 
of science and policy is to 
be the core activity of IMI, 
in light of this, he suggested 
integration of uniqueness of 
cultures and environments 
to become essential part of 
such summits. He also high-
lighted the establishment of 
G.B. Pant National Institute 
of Himalayan Environment 
(GBPNIHE) and its one Re-
gional Centre at Leh, under 
MOEFCC which is particu-
larly mandated on research 
and development activities 
for sustainability of the Hima-
layan environment. He em-
phasized that various unique 
landscapes of the country 
like the Himalayas, Western 
Ghats and Thar desert need 
special attention of the scien-
tific community. During the 
event, capacity building of 
youth was another important 
aspect that was mentioned so 
that it does not focus only on 
literacy for employment but 
also on preservation of local 
culture, environment protec-
tion and developing scientific 
integrity among youth.

R&D organisations under 
MOEF&CC like GBPNIHE, 
ZSI, BSI, WII have been con-

ducting research on various 
pertinent issues like plant 
genetics for rapid breeding, 
digitization of Indian flora 
and fauna and reintroduction 
of Cheetahs in India for cor-
recting ecological wrong to 
ecological right. Government 
has schemes like Skill India 
and various portals like Na-
tional Career Service Portal, 
e-Shram Portal, Udyami and 
ASEEM portals etc., which 
are promoting financial lit-
eracy and integrated capac-
ity building even for remote 
areas of the country. National 
Career Service Portal already 
has 1 crore applicants with 
10 lakh employers which 
provided 4.28 lakh employ-
ment opportunity, largest so 
far.  This portal is being fur-
ther upgraded. 

Yadav stressed that Ease 
of living is as important as 
Ease of doing business and 
MoEF&CC is working on this. 
During COP-26 at Glasgow, 
Prime Minister highlighted 
that world should go to-
wards Mission Lifestyle for 
Environment (LiFE). The 
Government is promoting 
mindful use of resources 

rather than mindless use 
of the same.  Ideas for such 
practices are already available 
in our culture and traditions. 
People living in harsh Hi-
malayan conditions have all 
these values and the region is 
not only popular for tourism 
but also for cultural harmony. 
We have many strengths like 
Buddhist monasteries which 
are a symbol of peace in this 
world full of stress, depres-
sion, and anxiety.

He emphasized that tour-
ism should be expanded for 
various aspects keeping in 
mind environmental fragil-
ity, sports, mountaineering, 
cycling, peace etc. The recent 
World Forest Conference in 
US passed a declaration that 
forests are not only for enjoy-
ment but are an important 
source of peace.  Himalayan 
forests are promoting peace 
for centuries. Tourism in 
the Himalayas should be 
promoted for nature seek-
ers, pilgrims, and spiritual 
seekers. Like Ladakh, other 
states of the Himalayas 
such as Manipur, Nagaland, 
Meghalaya etc. have unique 
aspects which should be inte-

grated into tourism. Not only 
environment friendly but re-
sponsible tourism is also the 
need of the hour. Involvement 
of local communities in the 
tourism is most important for 
integrating such initiatives. 

All our activities should be 
round the year and our edu-
cational institutions should 
have formats aligned with 
it. He suggested that for 
conserving the cultural and 
local heritage and for protect-
ing Ladakh’s resources, it is 
very important to identify 
and resolve all pending is-
sues. Responsibility of local 
tourist guides if deliberated in 
the summits shall have long 
lasting impact. He announced 
that MoEF&CC has disposed 
all Wildlife related proposals 
and applications submitted 
on Parivesh portal to expedite 
the development journey of 
Ladakh. The Parivesh portal 

is further being redesigned to 
integrate all environmental 
clearances in a centralized 
manner. He assured that 
MoEF&CC will extend all 
support to the Ladakh ad-
ministration for awareness 
and training of local stake-
holder on Forest Rights and 
other related issues.

He stressed that Solar pow-
er is a big source of energy, 
and our Prime Minister has 
deliberated across the globe 
to promote solar energy. In-
dia has started International 
Solar Alliance which now 
has 106 members globally. 
In Glasgow, Prime Minister 
highlighted the concept of 
“One sun, One world, One 
grid” which was praised by 
international community. In-
dia with United Kingdom had 
formed Coalition for Disas-
ter Resilient Infrastructure 
(CDRI) on climate change 

to address the issue of loss 
and damages due to climate 
change.

The Minister also informed 
that the work on connecting 
remote landscapes by build-
ing tunnels like Atal Tunnel 
and ongoing Zoji La Tunnel 
will reduce carbon emission 
in the mountain environ-
ment. He suggested that the 
youth should follow the for-
mula of LiFE in true spirit 
to ensure sustainable future 
for our country. He expressed 
confidence about achieving 
Prime Minister’s vision for 
“Carbon Neutral Ladakh”.   
“When every individual 
thinks of national good, 
when every nation thinks 
of global good, that is when 
sustainable development will 
become a reality”, the Union 
Minister quoted the PM in his 
concluding remarks. 

The Sustainable Moun-
tain Development Summit 
(SMDS) is a flagship annual 
event of IMI, a civil society-
led forum working across 
the Indian Himalayan Re-
gion (IHR) that comprises 10 
mountain states, two union 
territories and four hill dis-
tricts.  In addition to the cen-
tral event, two integral com-
ponents of the SMDS include 
the Mountain Legislators’ 
Meet (MLM) and the Indian 
Himalayan Youth Summit.

Coal Ministry issues Vesting/Allocation Order 
for 12 Coal Mines

Mediation: the 
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Ease of living is as important as Ease 
of doing business: Bhupendra Yadav

Generation of Annual Revenue of Rs.3569 Crore and 
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•   Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change Shri Bhupender Yadav addresses the Inau-
gural session of Sustainable Mountain Development 
Summit-XI

•   Union Minister highlights PM’s vision that the world 
shall go towards Mission Lifestyle for Environment 
(LiFE)

•   Involvement of local communities is most important for 
environment friendly and responsible tourism

•   Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
to extend all support to the Ladakh administration for 
awareness and training of local stakeholders

•   Bhupendra Yadav highlights PM’s concept of “One sun, 
One world, One grid” to promote solar energy
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76 people killed 
in nigeria boat 
accident
AbujA: At least 76 people 
were killed in a boat acci-
dent in Nigeria’s Anambra 
state after a boat carrying 
85 persons capsized fol-
lowing rising floods. After 
the news of the accident 
broke, the Nigerian gov-
ernment expedited rescue 
and recovery missions. 

“Following the tragedy, the 
Nigerian Inland Water-
ways Authority @Water-
waysNG and the National 
Emergency Management 
Agency @nemanigeria 
have embarked on rescue 
and recovery missions 
expeditiously,” the 
Presidency of Nigeria said 
in a statement posted 
on Twitter. The president 
Muhammadu buhari  
has directed the relevant 
agencies to check the 
safety protocols on these 
ferries to make sure such 
incidents are avoided in 
the future.

plaint filed 
against deuba’s 
candidature for 
november polls
KATHMANDu: A com-
plaint has been lodged 
against Nepal Prime 
Minister Sher bahadur 
Deuba’s candidacy from 
Dadeldhura alleging 
that there is a difference 
between his date of birth 
in the citizenship docu-
ments and the electoral 
roll of the election com-
mission. Deuba’s rival 
Karna Malla on Monday 
registered the complaint 
with the Electoral Office 
claiming the date of birth 
in the citizenship of Prime 
Minister Deuba and that 
the Electoral roll regis-
tered with the election 
commission was different. 
Deuba who is contesting 
the lower house election 
which is slated for No-
vember had filed candida-
ture on Sunday sending 
his spouse cum first lady 
Aarju Deuba Rana on his 
behalf. Deuba’s date of 
birth in the citizenship 
has been mentioned as 
31 jestha 2003 bS (13 
june 1946) whereas in the 
electoral roll it has been 
mentioned as 31 jestha 
2002 bS (13 june 1945). 
Citing the difference in 
date of birth, the com-
plainant has requested 
Election Commission to 
cancel his candidature. 

WHo calls 
for action to 
acHieve mental 
HealtH care
GENEvA: On the occasion 
of the World Health day, 
World Health Organiza-
tion Regional Director Dr 
Poonam Khetrapal Singh 
called on the member 
states in the region to 
intensify action to achieve 
access for all to quality 
mental health care, in line 
with the recently adopted 
Paro Declaration on uni-
versal access to people-
centred mental health 
care and services. The 
WHO director highlighted 
that one out of eight 
people lived with a mental 
health condition glob-
ally.  In September, WHO 
adopted the Paro declara-
tion  on universal access 
to people-centred mental 
health care and services.  
The declaration aims to 
ensure that all people in 
the region can access 
quality mental health care 
close to where they live 
without financial hardship.

cHina-taiWan conflict

No room for compromise over 
sovereignty, says Taiwanese 
President in National Day speech

Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen on 
Monday stated that there is “no room 
for compromise” over the sovereignty 
of the island nation and warned China 
that resorting to war must not be an 
option for cross-strait relations.

Tsai Ing-Wen made the remarks in 
a speech marking Taiwan’s National 
Day, also called Double Ten Day. “The 
consensus of the Taiwanese people ... is 
to defend our sovereignty and our free 
and democratic way of life. There is no 
room for compromise on this,” Presi-
dent Ing-wen said during her national 
day speech.

 “I call on the Beijing authorities that 
resorting to war must not be the option 
for cross-strait relations,” Tsai said 
and added, “Only by respecting the 
Taiwanese people’s insistence on sov-
ereignty, freedom, and democracy can 
we resume positive interactions across 
the Taiwan Strait.”, she added.

The event was attended by interna-
tional guests, including the President 
of Palau, one of 14 countries that have 
full diplomatic relations with Taiwan. 
US congresswoman Eddie Bernice 
Johnson, a Democrat from Texas, was 

also in attendance.
The Taiwanese President drew a par-

allel to the Russia-Ukraine conflict
“Russia continues its war against 

Ukraine, while China’s military activ-
ity in the South China Sea, East China 
Sea, and the Taiwan Strait undermines 
peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific 
region. We absolutely cannot ignore 
the challenge that these military ex-
pansions pose to the free and demo-
cratic world order. “These develop-
ments are inextricably connected with 
Taiwan,” she said.

Earlier, Taiwanese President Tsai 

Ing-wen had pledged Taiwan’s resolve 
to engage with the world to counter “a 
resurgence of authoritarianism,” de-
spite Beijing’s threats.

Taiwan has been facing repeated in-
cursions from China’s military, espe-
cially after US House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi’ visit. Live-fire missile tests, 
large-scale military manoeuvres all 
along China’s coast, warplanes cross-
ing the median line of the Taiwan 
Strait, and civilian drones flying over 
Taiwan-held islands close to China 
have all become more common since 
Pelosi’s trip.

Amid reports of mul-
tiple explosions 
across Ukraine in-

cluding in its capital city Kyiv 
on Monday morning, the 
country’s President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy accused 
Russia of trying to “destroy” 
Ukrainians and wipe them 
“off the face of the earth”.

At least five people were 
killed in the attacks on Kyiv. 
Missile strikes were also 
reported from the cities of 
Kharkiv, Lviv, Mykolaiv, 
Dnipropetrovsk, Zhytomyr, 
Khmelnytsky, Dnipro and 
Ternopil.

The attacks come in the 
backdrop of the recent at-
tacks on the Crimea Bridge 
that reportedly killed three 
people.  Russia’s weekend 
attack on the city of Za-
porizhzhia also resulted in 
civilian casualties, injur-
ing at least 70 people. Act-

ing Mayor of Zaporizhzhia 
Anatoly Kurtev said that in 
the attack, five houses were 
destroyed and apartment 
buildings were damaged,

Monday’s blasts were the 
first major attacks on the 
capital Kyiv since June. Video 
footage circulating on social 

media showed cars ablaze in 
the middle of a downtown 
street in Kyiv.

On Saturday a truck ex-
ploded on Kerch Bridge, 
causing the seven fuel tanks 
of a train heading to the 
Crimean Peninsula to catch 
fire. This led to the partial 
collapse of two spans of the 
road bridge. Shortly after-
wards, Russian president 
Vladimir Putin signed a 
decree on enhancing secu-
rity measures for the Crimea 
bridge. In the decree, Putin 
also called for securing the 
energy bridge and the gas 
pipeline connecting the 
peninsula with mainland 
Russia.

escalation of War

russia trying to Wipe us off tHe 
face of eartH: Zelenskyy after 
missile strikes on ukraine cities
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With the 20th National Con-
gress less than a week away, 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
has briefed top Communist 
Party leaders on a draft work 
report, which usually sum-
marizes the major achieve-
ments of the party, media 
reports said.

The plenary session of the 
Communist Party’s central 
committee was briefed by 
Xi on the draft work report, 
which will be presented to 
the National Congress, me-
dia reports said. The work 
report presented by the 
Central Committee general 
secretary to the party con-
gress usually summarizes 
the major achievements of 
the party in the span of the 
past five years. It further 
maps the country’s develop-

ment direction in the com-
ing years, reported Caixin 
Global citing state media.

During the meeting of the 
Central Committee, of which 
Xi is the general secretary, 
Wang Huning, the Standing 
Committee member of the 
CPC, talked about a draft 
amendment to the Commu-
nist Party constitution. This 
comes as the 20th National 
Congress of the Communist 
Party is set to begin on Oc-
tober 16. The meeting will 
elect a new Central Com-
mittee, which will act as the 
party’s top decision-making 
body until 2027, the media 
portal added.

On October 9, the seventh 
plenary session of the 19th 
Central Committee opened, 
which is expected to run for 
around four days. The state 
media report on the opening 
of the plenary session was 

rather short with only four 
lines of text of the above-
mentioned information and 
it is expected that there will 
be a longer report when the 
plenary session ends.

Many Twitter accounts 
have uploaded videos of 
the deserted airport in Bei-
jing, showing that travel is 
severely restricted in and 
out of Beijing until the 20th 
Party congress is completed.

In the run-up to the 20th 
National Congress, sched-
uled for October 16-18, 
the Chinese authorities 
are making every effort to 
throttle the voice of critics of 
the government policies, a 
media report said. The posts 
of Lao Dongyan, a Criminal 
Law Professor at Tsinghua 
University, have been delet-
ed from the Chinese social 
media platform, Weibo, The 
Hong Kong Post reported.

draft Work report

television appearance

Xi briefs top communist 
party leaders aHead of  
20tH national congress

Putin threatens ‘harsh’ 
reprisals after Crimea 
bridge attack
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missile launcH

kim Jong-un oversaW recent ‘tactical 
nuclear drills’, says nortH korea

furtHer investigation

katHmandu court grants seven-day police 
custody to rape-accused nepali cricketer

The Kathmandu District 
Court on Monday granted 
seven days police custody 
remand to further investi-
gate the rape-accused Nepali 
cricketer and former captain 
Sandeep Lamichhane.

The 22-year-old cricket 
star was arrested last week. 
He also led the national 
cricket team at an early age 
and was apprehended by 
Nepal Police upon his arrival 
at Tribhuwan International 
Airport on 6th October. 

A girl, 17, filed a case al-
leging that Lamichhane 
took her to various places 
in Kathmandu and Bhak-
tapur all day on August 21 
and brought her to a hotel in 
Sinamangal of Kathmandu 
where she was raped the 
same night.  

Soon after the registration 
of complaints, Lamichhane 
was suspended from his 
post and an arrest warrant 
was issued from Kathman-
du District Court. The star 
cricketer was abroad to play 
Caribbean Premier League 
(CPL) from Jamaica Talla-
wahs. 

The District Court issued 
the arrest warrant against 
him on 7 th September  
while the complainant had 
claimed the incident to occur 
on the night of August 21 in 
Kathmandu.

For over a month, Lamich-
hane remained off the radar 
but updated posts on his so-
cial media accounts claiming 
his innocence.

Upon his arrival back to 
Nepal via Doha on a Qa-
tar Airways flight, he was 

handcuffed and taken into 
custody by Nepal Police as, 
the leg spinner in his post 
hours before the arrival had 
announced his expected 
time of arrival back to Kath-
mandu.

The court has granted time 
upto 25 days from his arrest 
to investigate the case before 
filing a criminal case against 
him. 

The cricketer has repeated-
ly denied any wrongdoing. 
He has said that he is seek-

ing legal support against, 
what he said was wrongful 
prosecution and allegations.

“I am sure I will get jus-
tice and will return to the 
cricket ground soon to make 
the name and fame of my 
beloved country and I pray 
for a speedy trial. I will fully 
cooperate in all stages of the 
investigation and will fight 
a legal battle to prove my 
innocence. Let the justice 
prevail,” he had said in a 
Facebook post.
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Sandeep Lamichhane in police custody at Tribhuwan International Airport, in Kathmandu.
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Tensions have been escalating in the Korean peninsula as Kim-
led North Korea has recently launched several missile tests.

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un oversaw the coun-
try’s tactical nuclear opera-
tion training that was held 
over the past few days, the 
state news agency reported 
on Monday as it released 
photos of Kim inspecting a 
missile launch at an undis-
closed location in the coun-
try.

The missile that North 
Korea fired over Japan on 
4th October was a newly de-
veloped missile aimed at de-
livering stronger warnings 
to its enemies, the report 
said. Tensions are escalat-
ing in the Korean peninsula 
as Kim-led North Korea 
launched several missile 
tests, including one that flew 
over neighbouring Japan. 
The United States and its al-
lies responded with bomb-
ing drills.

North Korea launched a 
suspected ballistic missile 
on Saturday, a day after the 
US and South Korea finished 
a naval exercise.

This was a follow-up of an 
unidentified ballistic mis-
sile over Japan on Tuesday. 
This is the first such missile 
launch in years, prompting a 
warning for residents to take 
cover in northern Japan.

On Saturday, South Ko-
rea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff 
called them a “serious prov-
ocation” which harms peace 
and safety.

“North Korea’s repeated 
ballistic missile launches are 
a serious provocation that 
harms the peace and safety 
of the Korean Peninsula as 
well as the international 
community, and it is also a 
clear violation of the UNSC 

resolution,” the joint chiefs 
said. 

The joint chiefs reported 
that the projectiles launched 
had a flight range of about 
350 kilometres and an alti-
tude of about 90 kilometres. 

Slamming the missile 
launch, US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken warned that 
if North Korea continues 
“down this road” of provoca-
tion, it will only increase the 
condemnation and increase 
the isolation.

Under the Kim Jong-un re-
gime, North Korea this year 
has tested a record number 
of missiles as it expands its 
weapons arsenal.

Russian President Vladimir Putin on Mon-
day warned of “harsh” reprisals after the 
Crimea bridge attack on Saturday.

In a television appearance on Monday, 
Putin said Russia had struck military and 
infrastructure targets across Ukraine follow-
ing the Crimea bridge blast. Putin threatened 
further “harsh” responses that correspond to 
“to the level of threat to the Russian Federa-
tion, have no doubt about it,” while accusing 
Kyiv of “terrorism.”

In what appears to be the heaviest wave of 
missile and rocket attacks since the opening 
week of the war, Kyiv and other Ukrainian 
cities were rocked by deadly Russian strikes 
on Monday.

Officials said they targeted critical energy 
infrastructure and several regions of Ukraine 
are now suffering power outages.

The Kremlin said today that a huge missile 
salvo across Ukraine launched by its forces 
was within the framework of what Rus-
sia calls its “special military operation” in 
Ukraine. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine has not claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack on the Kerch 
bridge, a key link between the Russian main-
land and Crimea.

Eleven sites of critical infrastructure have 
been struck in Kyiv and eight other regions of 
Ukraine, according to Prime Minister Denys 
Shmyhal.

Andrii Yermak, head of President Zelen-
skyy’s office, said, “The Russians are shame-
ful losers. Did you intend to scare us? “ 
“There will be a harsh response to every hit. 
You will be held responsible for every death 
and suffering. And not only you. Entire gen-
erations of Russians will answer, “he added 
further.

Further south, a Ukrainian official also 
confirmed that Russian missiles are target-
ing power infrastructure in the Mykolaiv 
region.  “They are hitting the infrastructure, 
trying to leave us without electricity,” Vitalii 
Kim, head of Mykolaiv regional military ad-
ministration, said on Telegram. 

After reports of Russian missile attacks 
across Ukraine on Monday morning, Kyiv’s 
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said on 
Twitter that Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin “will not break Ukraine down.”

Multiple European political figures round-
ly condemned Russia’s spate of attacks on 
Ukrainian cities on Monday, including Eu-
ropean Union’s foreign policy chief, Josep 
Borrell, Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte, 
Luxembourg’s Prime Minister Xavier Bettel 
etc., among others.
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sugar-coated reMarKs

China’s hypocrisy on Ukraine on 
full display in United Nations

China’s sugar-coated 
diplomatic remarks at 
the UN platforms per-

taining to the war in Ukraine 
hold no value as Beijing is 
in fact “spitting fire” from 
behind by lending indirect 
support to Russia, chiding 
the West for its arms aid 
to Kyiv and also exploiting 
the situation to work in its 
favour economically, media 
reports said.

China has been two-faced 
when it comes to the Ukraine 
war. It has abstained from 
voting on resolutions on 
the issue in the United Na-
tions Security Council, but 
its diplomats have regularly 
spoken about the situation 
in Ukraine. Speaking on 
safeguarding the sover-
eignty and territorial integ-
rity of all countries, China’s 

UN Ambassador Zhang Jun 
said that “legitimate secu-
rity concerns” should also 
be taken “seriously”. It was 
in connection to the weapons 
supply to Ukraine by other 
countries.

Earlier as well, in Septem-
ber, Li Zhanshu, Chairman 
of China›s National People›s 
Congress, expressed support 
for Russia’s efforts to pro-
tect its interests in Ukraine 
during a meeting with the 
deputies from Russia’s State 
Duma, reported Geo-Politik.

China was also very keen 
to thank Moscow for its 
support on the Taiwan is-
sue. Notably, there has been 
a longstanding dispute be-
tween Taiwan and China. 
Taiwan says it is a sovereign 
country, but China asserts 
territorial claims on the is-
land nation.

China is also using the 
Ukraine war to unleash its 

anti-West stance. During 
a meeting with the Rus-
sian State Duma Speaker 
Vyacheslav Volodin, Li in-
dicated that the Ukraine 
conflict is Russia’s befitting 
response to American prov-
ocation.

China-Ukraine relations 
have gone for a toss recent-
ly. Ukrainian Embassy in 
Beijing organized a forum 
in which Ukrainian diplo-
mats were set to promote 
vast investment opportuni-
ties in Ukraine. However, 
in an unsurprising turn 
of events, on 5 September, 
a state-backed trade expo 
China International Fair for 
Trade in Services (CIFTIS)› 
cancelled the forum. The fo-
rum was to be held at China 
National Convention Centre 
in Beijing, reported Geo-
Politik.

The speech by Ukrainian 
diplomats was expected to 

be given at the expo aimed 
at advancing cooperation 
between Ukraine and Chi-
na. However, as the event 
was purposefully cancelled, 
the Ukrainian Embassy 
in Beijing had to post the 
speech and presentation on 
the expo on the Chinese me-
dia platform Weibo.

In yet another instance 
exposing China›s double-
speak on the Ukraine con-
flict is the Chinese Embassy 
in Kyiv trying to put hurdles 
in the creation of the Tai-
wan Friendship Group. It 
was a courtesy to the China-
Taiwan sour relations.

The move was taken by 
the use of diplomatic chan-
nels and creating influence 
in Ukrainian political cir-
cles. In protest, Ukrainian 
parliamentarians rejected 
any intervention from rep-
resentatives of other coun-
tries including China, on the 

issue. To China’s distaste, 
on 18 August, Ukrainian 
parliamentarian Merezhko 
announced the formation 
of the Taiwan Friendship 
Group. The group compris-
es 15 Ukrainian parliamen-
tarians including members 
of the ruling party. Beijing 
had earlier lodged a protest 
against this group at the 
Ukrainian Embassy in Chi-
na. China has been press-
ing hard to undermine the 
west for its defence supply 
to Ukraine. China›s Deputy 
Permanent Representative 
to the UN Geng Shuang, 
while speaking at a UNSC 
Meeting on Ukraine said 
that supplying weapons is 
against peace and added 
that it worsened the hu-
manitarian crisis.

He pushed for diplomacy 
but besides that did not 
miss the opportunity of 
speakiing about  the issue.
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war zone

structural capability

Engineers restore external power to 
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant: IAEA

Islamabad mall that caught fire 
sealed off for further investigation

Ukrainian engineers re-
stored external power to 
the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 
Power Plant (ZNPP) , a day 
after the facility lost the con-
nection to its last remaining 
operating power line due to 
shelling, Director General 
Rafael Mariano Grossi of 

the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) said 
on Monday. After the re-
pair work was successfully 
completed, the 750 kilovolt 
(kV) line was reconnected 
to Europe’s largest nuclear 
power plant in the evening, 
enabling it to start switch-
ing off the emergency diesel 
generators that had provided 
it with back-up electricity 

since the connection was cut 
early on Saturday. 

In a statement, IAEA said 
the plant’s six reactors are in 

cold shutdown but still re-
quire power for cooling and 
other essential nuclear safety 
and security functions.

Director General Grossi, 
who received news about 
the restored off-site power 
from the team of IAEA nu-
clear safety, and safeguards 
experts present at the plant 
site, said it was a much-need-
ed development but that the 
power situation at the ZNPP 
remained fragile. The Direc-
tor General condmned the 
military attacks.

A prominent mall in Islamabad which caught 
fire on Sunday was sealed off till further in-
vestigation on the structural capability of the 
building, district officials said.

On Sunday, a major fire broke out on the 
third floor of Islamabad’s Centaurus Mall. 
The fire was brought under control after 
two hours. “In the wake of recent fire inci-
dent and in exercise of powers conferred 
under Civil Defense Rules 1951 and other 
enabling provisions of law, the premises of 
Centaurus Mall, Islamabad is hereby sealed 
with immediate effect,” the office of the dis-
trict magistrate of Islamabad said in an order 
posted on Twitter.

The order of the district magistrate said 
municipal authority in Islamabad is request-
ed to constitute a committee to determine the 
structural capability of the building/tower.

“Furthermore, Capital Development Au-
thority is requested to constitute a committee 
to determine the structural capability of the 
building/tower,” the order added.
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Media reports

terrorists Killed in northwest 
paKistan were trained in afghanistan

Terrorists killed in a clash 
with Pakistani security forc-
es in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s 
Swat district, were in contact 
with militants in Afghani-
stan, according to Pakistani 
media reports.

Pakistani agencies revealed 
that terrorist Anis received 
special training for bomb 
manufacturing in Afghani-
stan’s Kunar province, The 
Express Tribune reported on 
Sunday. 

Another terrorist Ali 
Syed, who was involved in 
the Swat attack, also went 
to the neighbouring country 
in 2018. The Pakistani daily 
said the country’s Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA) has 
the records of both terrorists 
travelling to Afghanistan.

Anis, who also got trained 
at a camp in Mansehra, re-

mained in contact with the 
TTP Swat commander after 
returning from the neigh-
bouring and planned for 
terrorist activity in Swat, 
according to the Tribune 
report.

This comes amid grow-
ing concerns over the re-
surgence of activities by the 
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) across several prov-
inces in Pakistan.

Last week, the Pakistani 
senators from both the rul-
ing party and the opposi-
tion raised issues about the 
heightened risk of terrorist 
attacks by the banned outfit.

Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) Senator Raza Rab-
bani said that a call had been 
made to take parliament on 
board regarding the situ-
ation of infiltration by the 
TTP in Pakistani regions, 
especially the ones near the 
border, the Dawn newspaper 

reported.
“It is the right of the peo-

ple to know under what 
conditions dialogue with 
the group was held and on 
which point it ended and 
what threats the country is 
facing that the ministry is 
forced to use the alert,” he 
said.

Earlier, other senators 
had also expressed concern 
over the increase in terror-
ist attacks. Pakistan’s State 
Minister for Law Shahadat 
Hussain conceded that ter-
ror activities had witnessed 
a sharp increase, and stated 
that members of security 
forces were geared up to 
curb the menace.

The highest number of ter-
ror incidents in Pakistan this 
year was recorded in Sep-
tember, said an Islamabad-
based think tank pointed to 
the resumption of attacks by 
the outlawed TTP.
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The Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant.

Islamabad’s Centaurus Mall that caught fire.



SP Patriarch MulayaM Singh 
yadav PaSSeS away: condolenceS 
Pour in 
Former Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister and Samajwadi 
Party (SP) supremo Mulayam Singh Yadav passed away 
at a Gurugram Hospital on Monday.  The SP leader had 
been under critical condition for the past few days.

Soon after the news broke, condolences poured in 
on Twitter. Prime Minister Narendra Modi tweeted, 
“Mulayam Singh Yadav Ji distinguished himself in UP 
and national politics. He was a key soldier for democracy 
during the Emergency. As Defence Minister, he worked 
for a stronger India. His Parliamentary interventions 
were insightful and emphasised on furthering national 
interest.” 

President Droupadi Murmu tweeted, “The death of 
Shri Mulayam Singh Yadav is an irreparable loss to the 
country. The achievements of Mulayam Singh Yadav ji, 
who came from an ordinary environment, were extraor-
dinary. ‘Dharti Putra’ Mulayam ji was a down-to-earth 
veteran leader. He was respected by people of all parties. 
My deepest condolences to his family members and 
supporters!”

‘PrioritiSe your Mental health’: 
netizenS on world Mental 
health day 
On the occasion of World Mental Health Day on 10 Oc-
tober, Netizens took to Twitter to stress the importance 
of taking care of one’s mental health.  One of the users 
said, “Mental health concerns can happen to anybody, 
no matter what their life looks like. It’s time to normalise 
seeking help.”

Another user said, “Do not let the stigma and ignorance 
from people define your life. Prioritise your Mental Health  
over everything else.”

“It’s important to take time to think about what we can 
do to positively impact our lives and those around us. For 
me, getting outside and enjoying the calm and speak-
ing about how you feel with a friend or family member is 
invaluable,” stressed another user. 

news plus the daily guardian review
tue sday |  11  october 2022
new delhi12

Nihang 
Sikhs 

perform 
Gatka during 

a religious 
procession 

on the 
eve of the 

488th birth 
anniversary 

of Sri Guru 
Ramdas, at 
the Golden 
Temple, in 

Amritsar on 
Monday.   ANI 

RELIGIOUS PROCESSION

FIvE haRShESt PUNIShmENtS 
wItNESSEd by thE wORLd 
Punishments can be harsh and painful, but many of 
you are probably unaware of the extent of pain that 
punishments can cause around the world. It’s very 
common knowledge that people in the middle ages 
had a knack for cruelty. Here are five of the harshest 
punishments that people had to endure. 

crucifixion
As seen by the tale of Jesus Christ’s cruci-
fixion, it was a highly well-known practice 
throughout the middle ages to nail (or 

tie) people to a wooden cross before leaving them 
there to die a slow and agonising death while being 
watched by onlookers. Crucifixion’s “best” feature 
was the fear it inflicted on its witnesses, rendering 
them mentally unable to commit any crime or rebel 
against the rulers.

the brazen bull
This ancient Greek technique, which was 
developed in Sicily, was also known as 
the Sicilian bull. It was a bronze object 

that resembled a bull in both size and shape. The 
condemned individual would be kept within while a 
fire was lit beneath the bull, heating the bronze until 
the individual inside was burnt to death. 

flaying
Flaying means pulling off the skin. In the 
early days, skinning alive people was a 
common form of punishment or torture 

instead of using dead animals. Depending on how 
much skin was taken, they either perished or were 
psychologically disabled. 

uSing ratS to kill PeoPle
Rats are still frequently used to torture or 
murder people today, although formerly 
this was more common. A rat would be 

placed inside a cage as part of a device known as a 
rat trap. The opposing side of the bottomless cage 
would be heated, and it would be put on the body of 
the prisoner—usually the torso. The miserable rat 
would slowly chew away at the victim’s flesh to clear 
a path for itself after discovering that the other side 
was blocked by the heat.

Sawed in half
It means the same that people were often 
given capital punishment by being sawed 
in half. This method of execution was 

used in different parts of the world, like the Roman 
Empire, Spain, and parts of Asia. Another similar 
kind of punishment was disembowelment, where 
the organs would be taken out of a living person, 
gradually leading him to death.

— APOORVA CHAUDHARY 

#MulayaMSingh

#worldMentalhealthday 

I think India is 
a huge market 
with just 
tremendous 
potential.... it is 
a market to bet 
on, combined 
with Southeast 
Asia.

— Eduardo SavErin

bRaIN-PICKING

Facebook co-founder lauds the Indian start-up potential.

Jibran Khan turns job seeker to job provider  

dIvINE 

EmPLOymENt 
TDG NeTwORk
KASARAGOD

Tom Cruise

Jibran khan

Babiya

karan Johar

Babiya, a crocodile which 
lived on the offerings of devo-
tees at the Ananthapura lake 
temple near Manjeswaram 
in Kasargod district, died on 
Sunday night.

The crocodile is believed to 
be over 70 years old and did 
not harm devotees who ven-
tured near it. The crocodile 
ate the temple Prasadam of-
fered to it by devotees, hence 
earning the title “Vegetarian 
Crocodile.”

“Babiya” appeared in the 
temple soon after a British 
soldier shot a temple croco-

dile. She was given food after 
the pujas in the morning and 
evening. The devotees also 
made offerings to her. “Lots 
of devotees and tourists came 
to see Babiya,” temple repre-
sentatives said.

She was undergoing treat-
ment for age-related ail-
ments.

Union Minister of State for 
Agriculture and Farmers’ 
Welfare in Karnataka Shob-
ha Karandlaje said, “Devo-
tees turned up to pay their 
last respects to Babiya. “For 
over seven decades at Anan-
thapura Lake Temple, Babiya 
was the cynosure of all eyes,” 
she said in another tweet.

UNPRECEdENtEd 

baCKLaSh 

It seems like Hollywood star Tom 
Cruise, who is known for going 
to extreme lengths to achieve cin-

ematic triumph for each of his projects, 
will be doing the same once again by 
becoming the first actor to film a movie 
in outer space.

According to the NY Post, Cruise has 
reportedly teamed up with filmmaker 
Doug Liman on a movie pitch that in-
volves filming in space, an idea that 
was first tabled in 2020 before the CO-
VID-19 pandemic halted production.

Reports suggest that the actor-direc-
tor duo reached out to Universal Filmed 
Entertainment Group (UFEG) on an 
idea that would see Cruise take a rocket 

up to the International Space Station.
The NY Post has reported that UFEG 

Chairman Donna Langley revealed 
most of the movie would be shot on 
earth, culminating in “the character 
[going] up into space to save the day”.

Cruise would be the first movie star 
to shoot in outer space on the Interna-
tional Space Station, given that the idea 
actually materialises into something.

Though this might seem like an un-
precedented move by the actor, it is not 
at all surprising because he is renowned 
for his ambitious stunt work.

Back in July, on the actor’s 60th birth-
day, his ‘Mission: Impossible’ director, 
Christopher McQuarrie, shared a rare 
photo of the US actor performing a 
truly insane stunt. In the image, Cruise 
was dangling from an airborne red bi-
plane with very little assistance, as per 
the NY Post.

tOm CRUISE tO bECOmE thE FIRSt aCtOR 
tO ShOOt a mOvIE IN OUtER SPaCE?

KaRaN JOhaR SPaRKS mEmE FESt ON 
SOCIaL mEdIa

vEGEtaRIaN CROCOdILE 
OF aNaNthaPURa LaKE 
NO mORE 
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Some business owners only 
achieve success after excel-
ling in a different line of 
work. They either achieve 
success as consultants or ex-
ecutive officers before using 
the skills to launch their own 
company, or they launch a 
firm with little funding and 
absolutely no prior experi-
ence by relying on trial and 
error.

Jibran Khan, 34, is one 

such example. Jibran has 
had a deep love for travel 
since he was a child. 

After finishing his 12th-
grade studies in tourism, 
he decided to graduate and 
pursue his love.

But his parents were of a 
different opinion and ad-
vised him to look for secure 
employment. 

This prompted Jibran to 
join a Chandigarh-based 
MNC IT firm.

However, soon enough, he 
returned to his hometown 

of Bandipora and launched 
a tour and travel business 
that caters to travellers inter-
ested in visiting Gurez out of 
a desire to work for Kashmir 
tourism. 

But, as a result of the unfa-
vourable conditions Kash-
mir experienced on and off, 
it became a transient affair.

Once again, Jibran left 
Kashmir on the recom-
mendation of his parents 
and joined another MNC in 
Dubai. 

His enthusiasm prevented 

him from remaining in the 
city of dreams and gold, 
despite having well-paying 
work and a nice lifestyle 
there. He quit his second job 
at the end of 2017 and went 
back to Kashmir to pursue 
his interests.

He started looking into al-
ternative business opportu-
nities since he believed that 
the environment in Kashmir 
was unfavourable for tour-
ists. When his cousin, Javid 
Ahmad Mohroo, suggested 
he start a cafe,

He, along with his cousin’s 
team, decided to open Zero 
Miles-Grill & Cafe in the 
apple town of Sopore after 
extensive research and de-
liberation.

Once Zero Miles has grown 
to become a brand with fran-
chise locations in every town 
in North Kashmir, Jibran has 
no intention of turning back 
from here.

Encouraged by the ven-
ture’s success, Jibran has also 
opened a second location in 
his birthplace of Bandipora.

CRUCIFIxION

On Monday, Bollywood’s 
ace director and producer, 
Karan Johar, deactivated 
his official Twitter account, 
minutes after sharing his last 
tweet.

Taking to the micro-blog-
ging site, the ‘Ae Dil Hai 
Mushkil’ director wrote, 
“Making space for more 
positive energies only and 
this is step one towards that. 
Goodbye Twitter! “

The director has finally de-
activated his official account, 
just minutes after sharing 
his last tweet.

Soon after Karan an-
nounced the news, netizens 
swamped the comment sec-
tion.

While his fans seemed 
concerned about the direc-
tor, eagle-eyed trollers didn’t 
miss the opportunity to slam 
the ‘Student of the Year’ di-
rector once again.

Take a look at some of the 
trolls:

“Nobody is going to miss 
you except @iamsrk,” a fan 
commented.

Another fan wrote, “Karan 

Johar will use another fake 
account for sure.”

KRK wrote, “Dear Karan, 
You have changed your 
phone number also. And 
now you are leaving Twitter 

also. So how will I give you 
a real report on your films 
in the future? It’s not done, 
bro! “

The “Kuch Kuch Hota Hai” 
director frequently gets 

trolled for his statements on 
his chat show “Koffee with 
Karan.”

After the demise of actor 
Sushant Singh Rajput, direc-
tor Karan faced a lot of back-
lash on social media due to 
nepotism in Bollywood.

Previously, actors like 
Sonakshi Sinha, Aayush 
Sharma, Zaheer Iqbal, Saqib 
Saleem, and director Sha-
shank Khaitan had bid adieu 
to Twitter due to ‘toxicity’ in 
the environment.

Sonakshi shared a post 
in which she wrote, “The 
first step to protecting your 
sanity is to stay away from 
negativity. And no one more 
of that than Twitter these 
days! “

In the most recent season, 
Karan faced social media 
trolling for discussing Vijay 
Deverakonda’s sex life.

Meanwhile, on the work 
front, Karan will be soon 
making his directorial come-
back with the upcoming ro-
mantic comedy film ‘Rocky 
and Rani Ki Prem Kahani’, 
which stars Ranveer Singh, 
Alia Bhatt, Dharmendra, 
Jaya Bachchan, and Shabana 
Azmi in the lead roles.



 
MENTAL HEALTH IN INDIA
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Mental health com-
plications are no 
longer associated 

with shame and isolation. 
Even so, society still lacks a 
good understanding of how 
to discuss it and how it im-
pacts our loved ones. Men-
tal health issues can hamper 
the quality of life regardless 
of the age of the person. But 
with elderly patients, it be-
comes more important as 
they need more care and 
support from their loved 
ones. 

According to the World 
H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n 
(WHO), the percentage of 
people over 60 years of age 
in the world will nearly dou-

ble from 12% in 2015 to 22% 
in 2050. As of December 
2017, 15% of that population 
was already dealing with a 
mental illness.

Here are five major mental 
health conditions that affect 
ageing adults:

Depression
According to WHO, “De-
pression is both underdi-
agnosed and undertreated 
in primary care settings.” 
It is also the most prevalent 
mental illness among elderly 
people and can result from 
social isolation or be a sign 
of dementia.

When an elderly person 
feels isolated, it’s critical to 
keep in mind that a friend is 
just as valuable as a compan-
ion. Even when surrounded 
by others, people might still 
feel alone, yet having even 
one confidant or supporter 
can significantly alter how 
someone feels about them-
selves. Family members or 
the client themselves should 
be willing to choose whom 
they’d like to work with and 
be willing to change if their 

companion, nurse, or carer 
doesn’t make them feel com-
fortable.

Bipolar illness
Due to its resemblance to 
dementia, late-onset bipolar 
disorder can be challenging 
to diagnose. Manic behavior, 
delusions, disorientation, 
hyperactivity, psychosis, 
agitation, and cognitive im-
pairments like memory chal-
lenges, lack of judgment, and 
sensory problems are just a 
few of its symptoms.

It is challenging to iden-
tify and frequently mis-
diagnosed in the elderly 
population because similar 
symptoms are also regularly 
experienced as people age.

schizophrenia
Hallucinations and paranoia 
are among the symptoms of 
late-onset schizophrenia, 
which can affect individuals 
after the age of 45.

However, schizophrenia 
can still strike at any age and 
affects 20 million individu-
als globally today. The WHO 
states that thought, percep-

tion, emotions, language, 
sense of self, and behaviour 
are all distorted in this long-
term, severe mental disease. 
Hallucinations, hearing 
voices, and delusions—fixed, 
incorrect beliefs—are fre-
quent occurrences.

Schizophrenia patients 
have a two to three times 
higher risk of dying young 
from physical conditions 
like heart disease, metabolic 
disorders, or an infection, all 
of which are curable.

The good news is that 
schizophrenia can be con-
trolled; medications and 
psychosocial assistance have 
been proven to be successful 
treatments. Some practi-
cal strategies for managing 
schizophrenia include as-
sisted living, supported 
housing, and employment.

Unfortunately, stigma and 
discrimination are frequent 
occurrences for those who 
have this illness. Finding the 
appropriate care, company, 
and support for persons who 
are susceptible to discrimi-
nating behaviour becomes 
even more crucial.

anxiety 
Similar to depression, anxi-
ety is a relatively frequent 
condition in the elderly. Ac-
cording to reports, over half 
of older persons who experi-
ence anxiety also experience 
depression.

Although many other 
factors are associated with 
anxiety disorders, includ-
ing difficulties sleeping, 
poor health, medicinal side 
effects, drug and alcohol 
addiction, physical limita-
tions, stress, trauma, and 
more. Constant concern or 
fear that worsens over time 
is the core of general anxiety 
disorder.
l Warning signs can be:
l Excessive anxiety
l Nervousness
l Continual tiredness
l Irritability
l Poor caliber of sleep
These signs can influence 

how a person interacts with 
others, goes about their daily 
tasks, and works. To stop 
this disease from getting 
worse, elderly people must 
seek home care, medical 
attention, mental support, 

and even counseling, if nec-
essary.

eating DisorDer
Seniors are susceptible to 
eating problems, including 
bulimia and anorexia ner-
vosa. It is even more harm-
ful because behaviors and 
psychological problems that 
exacerbate these illnesses of-
ten go unnoticed.
l Warning signs can be:
l Drastic change in weight
l Muscle tremor
l Reduced appetite
l Persistent dizziness
l Utilizing laxatives
l Slow recovery
l Memory issues
It’s crucial to provide the 

elderly with meaningful re-
sources if they need moni-
toring or assistance in their 
daily lives or if family mem-
bers no longer live close by. 
Home care is still a popular 
option for families because 
it saves the client the has-
sle of looking for care and 
brings the care right to their 
homes.
Ishita Bagchi is the Head-HR & 
Operations at Vesta Elder Care.

EVEN PARENTS ARE PRONE TO  
SEVERAL MENTAL HEALTH ISSuES

ishita Bagchi

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), the percentage of people over 60 
years of age in the world will nearly double from 12% in 2015 to 22% in 2050.

Dr anish Desai 

Role of food in managing stress and anxiety 

The Covid-19 pandemic has 
had a significant impact 
on mental health. Results 
of a large scale survey con-
ducted across India in 2020 
suggested that about 28% 
were stressed due to fear of 
Covid-19 and health issues. 
About 27% of the respon-
dents were stressed about 
their financial stability in 
that time period. Prior to 
that, in 2017, 197.3 million 
people had mental disor-
ders in India, including 
44.9 million with anxiety 
disorders. According to a 
survey conducted in India 
in May 2022, 50% of re-
spondents aged 24 to 34 re-
ported feeling more stressed 
or anxious in the previous 
12 months. In the same sur-

vey, 28% of respondents in 
the 16 to 24 age group stated 
that they experienced the 
same level of stress and anx-
iety as before.

Combating stress and anx-
iety in routine life is impor-
tant to decrease their impact 
on health and their effect on 
other diseases.

Food can play an impor-
tant role along with lifestyle 
changes and other methods 
like yoga and meditation. 
High cortisol levels have 
been implicated in stress 
and anxiety. Foods that help 
to reduce cortisol levels are 
beneficial for such individu-
als.

Individuals can manage 
their anxiety symptoms 
through a diet rich in veg-
etables, fruits, and other 
healthy foods.

Eggs
Eggs are one of ideal food for 
stress.They are a rich source 
of vitamin D, proteins, and 
crucial chemical acetylcho-
line. Acetylcholine is a neu-
rotransmitter that might 
improve your mood and the 

ability to manage stress

CashEws
They are a perfect snack 
and are also good for stress. 
Cashews are an excellent 
source of zinc. Zinc is an es-
sential mineral that can help 
with anxiety symptoms. 
Additionally, zinc also plays 
a crucial role in brain func-
tioning.

Milk
Milk is a potent source of 
vitamin D and other essen-
tial nutrients. Vitamin D has 
been linked with a reduced 
risk of panic and anxiety 
symptoms in people.

Yogurt
Yogurt contains the healthy 
bacteria lactobacillus and bi-
fidobacteria. Emerging evi-
dence suggests that these 
bacteria and fermented 
products have positive ef-
fects on brain health.

garliC
Garlic is rich in antioxidants 
and a compound called glu-
tathione. Glutathione is our 

body’s first line of defence 
against harmful stress. 
Therefore, regularly adding 
garlic can reduce your stress 
and anxiety.

Dark ChoColatE
Eating dark chocolate 
might lower your cortisol 
levels. Antioxidants pres-
ent in dark chocolate can 
reduce stress by lowering 
levels of cortisol as well as 
catecholamines. Chocolate 
has a high content of tryp-
tophan, which the body 
uses to turn into mood-
enhancing neurotransmit-
ters such as serotonin in 
the brain. Dark chocolate is 
also a good source of mag-
nesium. Eating a diet with 
enough magnesium in it or 
taking supplements  symp-

toms of stress and anxiety. 
Dark chocolate, which has 
higher amounts of cocoa in 
it and thus greater amounts 
of beneficial antioxidants.

oMEga-3s
Omega-3-rich foods contain 
either alpha-linolenic acid 
(ALA) or two essential fatty 
acids. eicosapentaenoic acid 
(EPA) and docosahexaenoic 
acid (DHA). EPA and DHA 
regulate neurotransmit-
ters, reduce inflammation, 
and promote healthy brain 
function.chia seeds, which 
are a good source of omega-
3s. 

PuMPkin sEEDs
Pumpkin seeds are an ex-
cellent source of potassium, 
which helps regulate elec-
trolyte balance and man-
age blood pressure. A study 
found that lower potassium 
and magnesium levels were 
associated with high levels 
of cortisol. Eating potassium-
rich foods, such as pump-
kin seeds and bananas, may 
help reduce symptoms 
of stress and anxiety.

turMEriC
Turmeric is commonly used 
in Indian and cooking. The 
active ingredient in turmeric, 
called curcumin, may help 
lower anxiety by reducing 
inflammation and oxidative 
stress that often increase in 
people with mood disorders 
such as anxiety and depres-
sion.

BEans anD lEguMEs
Chickpeas, lentils, beans, 
and legumes also provide 
antioxidants, vitamin B6, 
and magnesium.

FooDs to avoiD
Some foods raise cortisol lev-
els. Foods that cause stress 
on your body include:
l Alcohol.
l Caffeine.
l High-sugar foods.
l Simple carbs, such as 
cakes and pastries.
l Soda

Dr Anish Desai is MD, Clinical 
Pharmacologist and Nutraceu-
tical Physician, Founder and 
CEO IntelliMed Healthcare 
Suctions.

ARE yOu SuRE yOu uNDERSTAND MENTAL HEALTH AND wELL-bEINg? 

chavi sharma Bhargava 

10th October is designated by 
WHO as World Mental Health 
Day and the theme for 2022 is 
“Make Mental Health and Well-
Being for All a Global Priority”.

We asked various groups of peo-
ple—school students, university 
students, people from different 
walks of life—as to what comes to 
their mind when we say “Mental 
Health” or what the word “men-
tal health” means to them. All 
of these people associate mental 
health with anxiety, depression, 
stress, panic, etc. But we asked the 
same people “what does physical 
health mean?” The answers were: 

athletic, in good shape, agile, lack 
of any illness etc.

This is the difference—mental 
health is associated with mental 
illness, but mental health is not 
illness alone; it is mental fitness, 
well-being, emotional health, re-
silience, and so much more. What 
exactly does mental illness and 
health or fitness mean?

When one talks about mental 
health, we presume we are talking 
about all those people going to the 
psychiatric wards and hospitals, 
totally crippled with their suffer-
ing and not able to function nor-
mally, and we are right. But this 
is not the whole picture. Mental 
health also includes many chil-
dren, adolescents, adults, and el-
derly people who are able to carry 
on their daily routines, hold a job, 
and go to school, but are having 
difficulty coping with the prob-
lems of everyday life and, thereby, 
their quality of life and happiness 
are affected.

Mental health also includes cop-
ing strategies and lifestyle mea-
sures that we take for a healthy 

and happy life. Mental health 
encompasses both health and 
illness. It includes those we call 
mentally ill and all those who are 
going about their daily life with 
visibly obvious issues of cop-
ing and adjustment. And mental 
health and well-being concerns all 
the population, irrespective of age 
and gender.

It is ironic that we take care of 
our physical body and, right from 

our birth, we are taught how to 
eat, what to eat, how to dress, 
how to look, how much to weigh, 
and many other things through 
socialisation, but all our life, what 
troubles us are our emotions, 
thoughts, and consequent behav-
iour. When it comes to a person’s 
physical health, people are so 
conscious and aware these days—
they also have access to a lot more 
things to maintain their health. 
They know everything about su-
perfoods, the latest diet trends, or 
workouts, but when it comes to 
mental health, the awareness just 
isn’t there. So many people aren’t 

even aware that they may be suf-
fering from some form of mental 
health issue. So many people 
aren’t even aware that happiness 
is the result of a healthy mind.

We are literate as far as our 
body is concerned, but emotion-
ally, mentally, and spiritually we 
are illiterate. We have been taught 
how to manage and beautify our 
bodies, but no one has taught us 
how to handle and deal with our 
thoughts and emotions. Nobody 
has taught us how to have a beau-
tiful and peaceful mind. Happi-
ness is a by-product of our mental 
state. 

On this World Mental Health 
Day, let us pledge to take care of 
our mind, body, and soul and 
strive for mental health, fitness, 
and wellbeing. After all, preven-
tion is better than cure. Let us 
build a mental health literate na-
tion.
Dr Chavi Sharma Bhargava is the 
founder and CEO of Indic Center for 
Psychological Wellness and Holistic 
Health and Conversationists-Talking 
Cures. 

Mental health is associated with mental illness, but mental health is not illness alone; it 
is mental fitness, well-being, emotional health, resilience, and so much more.

MOTHER’S ‘LINk’ TO 
cHILD bRAIN DISORDERS
mallika chatterjee

A child has been diagnosed 
with emotional issues, and it 
turns out the mother, when 
pregnant, had a bacterial in-
fection. Unrelated? No, there 
might be a cause-and-effect 
relationship. How?

Neurodevelopmental dis-
orders/NDDs typically occur 
in foetal and early childhood 
(upto 9 years of age). They 
affect the nervous system’s 
formation and subsequent 
cognitive functions, even in 
adults, like emotion, learn-
ing and memory, attention, 
decision-making, and social-
izing. NDD subtypes include 
attention deficit hyperactiv-
ity disorder, autism spectrum 
disorders, intellectual disabil-
ity, etc.

According to a 2018 study, 
at least one in every eight In-
dian children (2 to 9 years old) 
has one type of NDD. NDD 
prevalence is particularly 
of concern to a developing 
country like India, as envi-
ronmental factors are known 
to be a major contributor to 
NDDs in addition to genetic 
causes, thus making children 
of low-income communities 
particularly vulnerable to 
these disorders. One field-
relevant question is: How 
might the mother’s health 
during pregnancy affect the 
child’s brain development?

Ongoing research indicates 
that, as part of the environ-
mental risk factors, bacte-
rial infection in the pregnant 
mother has direct conse-
quences on a child’s brain de-
velopment. After analysing 
the intelligence quotient (IQ) 
data of 16,000 children at 
age seven whose mothers 
had been exposed to various 
types of bacterial infections 
like syphilis, gonorrhea, etc., 
Brown University research-
ers concluded in 2020 that, 
indeed, prenatal bacterial 
infections are associated with 
cognitive defects in children. 
Further, this association was 
stronger in males than fe-
males and with more severe 
infections that occurred in the 
third trimester of pregnancy.

The question remains: How 
is the mother’s bacterial in-
fection affecting the child’s 
brain? Using mice as model 
organisms that are amenable 
to invasive procedures, un-

like humans, scientists have 
shown that the different cell 
types in the brain (neurons, 
glia, etc.) typically respond to 
various bacterial cell compo-
nents (those that can cross the 
placenta and reach the foetal 
brain) by releasing chemicals 
called cytokines. Cytokines 
help to combat infection by 
attracting various fighter 
cells (T cells, B cells: also 
called immune cells), which 
gather at the infection site and 
clear the bacterial cells. This 
reaction to foreign particles by 
the nervous system is called a 
neuroimmune response.

Interestingly, however, in 
2016, it was shown that the 
bacterial cell wall—the out-
ermost layer of the patho-
genic bacteria Streptococcus 
pneumonia—does not elicit a 
typical immune response in 
mouse fetuses. This is strange, 
as otherwise this same bacte-
ria causes meningitis in post-
natal and adult mice and hu-
mans, implying a full-blown 
immune reaction within the 
nervous system. Instead, the 
cell wall binds to specific 
proteins called pattern rec-
ognition receptors, which 
are present on the surfaces 
of neuronal progenitors (baby 
cells that divide to form neu-
rons). This binding triggers 
yet unknown reactions within 
these progenitors—that, in 
turn, leads to these cells divid-
ing more rapidly than usual 
and producing an abnormally 
larger brain. These mice also 
exhibit cognitive deficits and 
behavioural features similar 
to those seen in patients with 
autism. This indicates that the 
foetal brain reacts to specific 
bacterial infections by elicit-
ing an immune response or 
increasing cell numbers. It 
is the subject of ongoing re-
search as to what molecular 
mechanisms tilt the balance 
in favour of one event.

Antibiotic administration to 
pregnant women also gener-
ates fragmented bacterial cell 
walls circulating in the blood 
stream. These might reach 
the foetal brain to generate 
immune response/cell-divi-
sion events with disastrous 
consequences for brain de-
velopment.
Dr Mallika Chatterjee is an Assis-
tant Professor at Amity Institute 
of Neuropsychology & Neurosci-
ences.
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Have you noticed that peo-
ple who are vibrant and 
enthusiastic about life don’t 
seem to age, and those who 
fret and worry a lot, look 
older than their years? 
When you are happy, when 
you feel light, the sense of 
time vanishes. It doesn’t 
matter how old you are.  It 
doesn’t touch you in the 
least. You are so natural and 
spontaneous.

When you meet someone 
after many years, you ex-
claim, “You have changed so 
much!” little realising that 
you have also changed as 
much yourself.

We relate to time based on 
events. The more involved 
we are with events in our 
day-to-day life, the more we 
need to fragment time. Na-
ture divides the day in two 
parts, day and night. Our 
whole life revolves around 
them. The concept of years, 
months, weeks, days, hours, 
minutes and seconds were 
invented by man to aid 
us, but unfortunately we 
have become imprisoned 
by them. We prioritise our 
life based on these com-
partments giving different 

meaning to them. Today the 
clock rules our life.

How time flies when we 
are happy! And how slowly 
it chugs along when we are 
sad! Think about how you 
feel when you wake up on a 
Sunday morning compared 
to a Monday morning. Isn’t 
there a difference in your 
state of mind?  Think about 
how time passes when you 
are on vacation.  Doesn’t the 
passing of time seem longer 
when you are at work? Time 
seems to pass quickly when 
we enjoy what we are do-
ing and seems to slow down 
when we are uninterested in 
what we do.

We have become so condi-
tioned in our concept of time.  
From the time we were born, 
our birth date was recorded 
and each year we have cel-
ebrated our physical arrival 
on this earth. The concept of 

time evolved in our minds, 
and became the basis of the 
way we lead our lives.

We humans have the 
tendency to hold on to the 
past. We constantly use our 
phone cameras to capture 
moments we find important, 
and share these on social 
media. When we go on holi-
days or to places of scenic 
beauty, we first reach for our 
cameras. We try to capture 
the experience of being there 
on film rather than actually 
having the experience.  

What questions do we 
commonly ask each other 
when we meet someone 
for the first time? Often, 
we ask questions to gauge 
the person’s age. If they are 
studying, we slot them into 
a certain time frame in rela-
tion to ourselves. If they are 
married, or have grandchil-
dren, then we slot them into 

another time frame. We treat 
people as older, younger or 
equal in age to us.  Notice 
how much of our identity is 
attached to these concepts. 
We find these essential when 
trying to relate to each other.

When we get caught up 
in these concepts, we get 
trapped in rigid compart-
ments of time. This leads 
to worry and tension that 
eventually ruin our health. 
Today, we rush from event 
to event. Appointments have 
become routine, even for 
leisure activities. Getting to 
parties and movies on time 
gives us stress, rather than 
relaxing us. 

The Sanskrit word for 
health is ‘swastha’ which 
means to be established in 
oneself. Whenever we move 
away from our centre we 
become ‘Aswastha’, and we 
gravitate towards ill-health. 
Thus, the more in touch we 
are with ourselves, the less 
we are ruled by time.         

The essence of who we are 
is timeless, expansive, un-
bounded.  We experience 
this when we meditate.  We 
go beyond the mind and 
body.  

Thoughts subside; mind 
stops and dissolves into the 
infinite.  In meditation we 
experience that we are not 
this body.  We understand 
that we are ageless, beyond 
time, beyond space.

The writer is the author of The 
Millennial Yogi, Penguin 
Random House India. He is on 
Instagram @deepam.chatterjee

Mind traps us in the prison of tiMe
The concept of years, months, weeks, days, hours, minutes and seconds were 
invented by man to aid us, but unfortunately we have become imprisoned by them. 

Modern daY MonK

Deepam Chatterjee

In his definitive translation 
and commentary God 
Talks With Arjuna: The 

Bhagavad Gita, Paramahansa 
Yogananda revealed that the 
Gita, India’s most beloved 
scripture of yoga, expressed 
in allegory the entirety of the 
science of yoga.

The sage Patanjali, who 
understood fully the Gita’s 
encapsulation of the message 
of yoga, organized the essence 
of the Raja (“royal”) Yoga path 
into a simple and systematic 
form in his short but masterly 
work, the Yoga Sutras.

Paramahansa Yogananda 
stated that Patanjali “pres-
ents, in a series of brief apho-
risms, the condensed essence 
of the exceedingly vast and in-
tricate science of God-union 
setting forth the method of 
uniting the soul with the un-
differentiated Spirit in such a 
beautiful, clear, and concise 
way that generations of schol-
ars have acknowledged the 
Yoga Sutras as the foremost 
ancient work on yoga.”

The yoga system of Patan-
jali is known as the Eightfold 
Path, which leads to the final 
goal of God-realization.

The Eightfold Path of Yoga:
Yama (moral rules outlining 

the behaviors from which one 
should abstain): injury to oth-
ers, untruthfulness, stealing, 
incontinence (lack of control 
of the sexual impulse), and 
covetousness

Niyama (spiritual qualities 
and conduct to be cultivated): 
purity of body and mind, 
contentment in all circum-
stances, self-discipline, self-
study (contemplation), and 
devotion to God and guru

Asana: right posture
Pranayama: control of pra-

na, the subtle life currents in 
the body

Pratyahara: interiorization 
of the consciousness, through 
withdrawal of the senses 
from external objects

Dharana: focused concen-

tration; holding the mind to 
one thought or object

Dhyana: meditation, ab-
sorption in the vast percep-
tion of God in one of His in-
finite aspects — Bliss, Peace, 
Cosmic Light, Cosmic Sound, 
Love, Wisdom, etc. — all-per-
vading throughout the whole 
universe

Samadhi: superconscious 
experience of union of the 
individualized soul with 
Cosmic Spirit

The highest practice of 
pranayama (life-force con-

trol, the fourth step of the 
Eightfold Path), involves the 
use of the scientific medita-
tion techniques of Raja Yoga, 
with the preliminary goal of 
achieving interiorization of 
the consciousness (pratya-
hara), and the ultimate goal 
of oneness with Spirit (sa-
madhi).

Normally the life force 
continuously flows outward 
through the nervous sys-
tem and senses so that we 
cognize the world around 
us. Through techniques of 
pranayama that same life 
force (prana) is directed in-
ward toward the higher cen-
ters of spiritual awareness in 
the spine and brain, so that 
we may perceive the vaster 
world within us.

The meditation techniques 
taught by SRF in the Self-Re-
alization Fellowship Lessons, 
especially the Kriya Yoga 
technique, are the greatest 
Raja Yoga pranayama tech-
niques. Paramahansa Yoga-
nanda often called them the 
quickest route to reunite the 
soul with the bliss of Spirit.

By the practice of pranaya-
ma we free the attention 
from life’s distractions by 
direct means—controlling 
the flow of bodily energy 
that would otherwise keep 
our consciousness outward. 
We thereby still the restless 
thoughts and turbulent emo-
tions that prevent us from 
knowing our real Self as the 
unshakeable immortal soul, 
ever one with Spirit.

Patanjali’s systematic  
eight-fold path of Raja Yoga 

God-realization

The concept of time evolved in our minds, and became the basis 
of the way we lead our lives.

Paramahansa Yogananda 
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Harmanpreet becomes first indian woman to clincH icc player of tHe montH

Pakistan star batter Mo-
hammad Rizwan and ace 
Indian batter and skipper 
Harmanpreet Kaur claimed 
the ICC Player of the Month 
award in men’s and women’s 
categories for the month of 
September. 

Harmanpreet Kaur be-
comes India’s first winner 
of the ICC Women’s Player 

of the Month thanks to her 
leading role in her team’s 
first ODI series victory in 
England since 1999.

The India skipper was at 
her brilliant best during the 
ODI series, scoring 221 runs 
across the three matches, 
maintaining a strike rate of 
103.47 and only being dis-
missed once. She displayed 
control and poise in the first 
match of the series at Hove, 

and her 74 not out helped 
her side chase down Eng-
land’s total of 228 at a canter 
to win by seven wickets.

While that was impressive, 
without doubt the highlight 
of her month came in the 
second showdown. She led 
from the front with a thrill-
ing 143 not out from 111 balls. 

On winning the ICC Wom-
en’s Player of the Month 
award for September, Kaur 

commented: “It was great to 
be nominated for the award, 
and to win it is an amazing 
feeling. To come out as win-
ner when being nominated 
alongside Smriti and Nigar 
is very humbling. I have al-
ways taken immense pride 
in representing my country 
and achieving the historic 
ODI series win in England 
will remain a landmark mo-
ment for me in my career.”

leading role

swimming

‘next year asian games will 
be my bull’s eye followed 
by paris olympics’
Supriya Saxena
New Delhi 

Sajan Prakash, is an Indian 
swimmer who specialises 
in freestyle, butterfly and 
medley events. Be it 2015 
National Games in Kerala, 
where he set a record by 
clinching 6 gold and 3 silver 
medals and became the best 
athlete of the Indian National 
Games, held at Trivandrum, 
Kerala or the Rio 2016 Sum-
mer Olympics in the 200 
meter butterfly event where 
he became the first ever In-
dian swimmer to breach the 
FINA “A” Olympic qualifica-
tion time when he clocked an 
Indian national record time 
of 1:56.38 in the 200 m but-
terfly event at the 2021 Sette 
Colli Trophy in Rome and 
now at National Games 2022 
in Gujarat his charisma has 
worked and he has become 
the gold medallist again!

We spoke to him exclusive-
ly, below are the excerpts:
Q. How does it feel to be at the 
National Games again after 7 
long years?
A.  First of all it’s a great 
feeling to be a part National 
games again and to represent 
my state and make its people 
proud is altogether very 
overwhelming. I am also 
glad to see that its happening 
again as many sports stars in 
this lapse of seven years have 
missed on this golden oppor-
tunity to perform at this hon-
ourable forum, but thankful 
to Gujarat, the state which 
took the onus and made it 

happen.
Q. What are your immediate 
goals?
A. My immediate goal is to 
rest for one month at least 
(laughs). Actually, I need 
to recover and rehabilitate 
for my next tournaments. 
I have a history of injury 
in the past as you know, so 
my first target is to work on 
improving the same. Next 
year Asian games will be 
my bull’s eye and then 2024 
Paris Olympics. Adding on, 
the qualification is going to 
start in the month of March 
next year. So, anyhow I have 
to be perfectly physically and 
mentally fit for the same.
Q. How are the preparations go-
ing on for the Asian games and 
especially Paris Olympics?
A. As of now we have the tar-
gets, even though I am keep-
ing rest but yes keeping the 
fitness in form is a mandate 
for me. Of course, because 
of the injury I have to take 
certain precautions so I will 
not use the shoulders much 

and give them time to heal 
because carrying the injury 
to CWG was not a good ex-
perience at all. I didn’t rest 
enough before that so do 
not want to risk it further. 
Also in National Games, 
performance wise it was de-
cent but I had some health 
issues from the first day of 
the competition, I had ab-
dominal pain for two- three 
days. This is the reason why 
I missed on an event on the 
second day there. 

To regain confidence again 
was a hard task, but yeah 
the right guidance and my 
will power made it all hap-
pen, and ultimately I per-
formed good on fourth and 
fifth days. 
Q. How swimmer Sajan 
Prakash came back from an 
ugly injury to qualify for Tokyo 
Olympics?
A. Yeah, making a comeback 
after an injury and also after 
covid it was very challeng-
ing, we had only ten months 
in hands and when I started, 
it took me 3-4 months to just 
be back to basics, before go-
ing for qualification rounds 
for Tokyo Olympics I had to 
win three competitions then 
eventually I could see myself 
improving and coming back 
to the original form. Well 
yeah! Then I regained my 
every iota of confidence and 
was able to see my qualifying 
mark clearly. 
Q. Who is your inspiration?
A. My inspiration is my 
Mother and my coach 
Pradeep Kumar. 

women’s asia cup

An all-round Indian 
side has finished at 
the top spot at the 

Women’s Asia Cup 2022 by 
thrashing Thailand by nine 
wickets in their match at 
Sylhet International Cricket 
Stadium on Monday.

With this win, India has 
finished at the top of the 
points table with 10 points 
to their name and five wins 
in six matches. Thailand is 
at the fourth spot with three 
wins in six matches and six 
points. In the first innings, 
Thailand was bundled out 
for just 37 runs in 15.1 overs. 
Spinner Sneh Rana was the 
pick of the bowlers for India 
with 3/9. India chased down 
this total comfortably in 
six overs, with Sabbhineni 
Meghana top-scoring with 
20*. Chasing 38, Nattaya 
Boochatham took the first 
wicket for Thailand, dis-
missing Shafali Verma for 8 

runs off 6 balls. India was at 
17/1. But India was complete-
ly unaffected by this hiccup, 
Sabbhineni Meghana (20*) 
and Pooja Vastrakar (12*) 
took India to victory with 
nine wickets in hand and 14 
overs to spare.

Boochatham (1/15) took the 
solitary wicket for Thailand.

Superb performance by 
a world-class Indian bowl-

ing lineup and Sneh Rana’s 
three-wicket haul helped 
Women in Blue to bundle 
out Thailand for 37 in 15.1 
over in the ongoing T20 
Women’s Asia Cup 2022 
at the Sylhet International 
Cricket Stadium on Monday.

Expect one batter -Nan-
napat Koncharoenkai (12)- 
Thailand team departed 
without playing a knock of 

double digits. For India Sneh 
Rana bagged three while 
Rajeshwari Gayakwad and 
Deepti Sharma scalped two 
wickets each.

Put to bat first, Thailand 
got off to a bad start as they 
lost their opener Natthakan 
Chantham in the third over 
of the innings, leaving Thai-
land tottering at 13/1.

Chantham’s wicket invited 
Thailand captain Naruemol 
Chaiwai to the crease. Sneh 
Rana then gave Thailand 
back-to-back to major blows 
as she dismissed Chaiwai 
and new batter Chanida Sut-
thiruang in the seventh over 
of the innings.

In the next over of the in-
nings, Deepti Sharma per-
formed a brilliant runout 
and sent Nannapat Koncha-
roenkai back to the pavilion 
after scoring 12 runs in 19 
balls. Sneh Rana then struck 
again in the 9th over of the 
innings as she dismissed 
Sornnarin Tippoch for just 
2 runs.

In the 10th over of the in-
nings, Phannita Maya was 
dismissed by Rajeshwari 
Gayakwad after scoring just 
one run, leaving Thailand 
tottering at 24/6. After 10 
overs Thailand’s score read 
25/6.

Sneh Rana then dismissed 
Rosenan Kanoh for zero in 
the 11th over of the game. 
Gayakwad then delivered a 
brilliant bowl as it departed 
Onnicha Kamchomphu by 
LBW in the 12th over of the 
innings. Meghna Singh took 
the last wicket to bundle out 
Thailand for 37 in just 15.1 
overs of the innings.

Sneh took 3/9 while 
Rajeshwari Gayakwad (2/8) 
and Deepti Sharma (2/10) 
took two. Meghna Singh got 
one wicket.

Brief score: Thailand 37 
(15.1) (Nannapat Koncha-
roenkai 12, Natthakan Chan-
tham 6; Sneh Rana 3-9) vs 
India 40/1 (6) (Sabbhineni 
Meghana 20*, Pooja Vastra-
kar 12*, Boochatham 1/15). 

TDG neTWOrK
Sylhet  

India finish at top of the table with 
nine-wicket win over Thailand

india’s Sneh rana celebrates the dismissal during the Women’s 
asia Cup T20 2022 match between india and Thailand, at Sylhet 
international Cricket Stadium in Sylhet on Monday.

Sajan prakash won gold medal 
in the men’s 200m butterfly at 
the national Games 2022.

TDG neTWOrK
Dubai  

Harmanpreet Kaur.
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T20 World Cup NaTioNal Games

Superb bowling spells from 
pacers Arshdeep Singh 
and Bhuvneshwar Kumar 

and a half-century from in-form 
SuryakumarYadav powered India 
to a 13-run win over Western Aus-
tralia in their ICC T20 World Cup 
warm-up match on Monday.

With this win in Australian 
conditions, India’s T20 WC prepa-
rations have got a big boost. Though 
batting was underwhelming to an 
extent, bowlers performed bril-
liantly to calm down some talks 
about the side’s recent issues with 
the ball. Chasing 159, Indian pacer 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar got wickets 
of D’arcy Short and Ashton Turner 
while Arshdeep Singh also got two 
wickets.

In the six overs of powerplay, 
Western Australia was at 29/4.

Yuzvendra Chahal got the fifth 
wicket for India and WA was re-
duced to 68/5 in 11 overs.

Sam Fanning kept the other end 
steady while Hamish McKenzie 
also kept the scoreboard ticking. 
Fanning hit his half-century but 
was dismissed for 59 by Arshdeep 
Singh. Two more wickets fell as the 
game went ahead.

Ultimately, the equation bowled 
down to 32 runs in the last over. 
Western Australia finished at 145/8 
in 20 overs. Hamish ended with a 
score of 17.

Arshdeep ended with three 
wickets under his belt, while Bhu-

vneshwar got two wickets. Chahal 
got two and Harshal Patel got a 
wicket each.

Earlier, a gutsy half-century 
from in-form SuryakumarYadav 
and cameos from Deepak Hooda 
and Hardik Pandya powered Team 
India to 158/6 in 20 overs in their 
practice match for ICC T20 World 
Cup 2022 against Western Austra-
lia in Perth on Monday.

It was a sort of underwhelming 
outing for India with the bat as they 
kept losing big players at regular in-
tervals. Some players did get starts 
but they could not capitalise.

Electing to bat first, Team India 
was off to a shaky start as they lost 
their first wicket at a score of 15. Ja-
son Behrendorff got the big wicket 

of captain Rohit Sharma, who could 
manage just three runs.

Deepak Hooda was the next 
up on the crease, joining opener 
Rishabh Pant. He scored a quickfire 
22 before Behrendorff removed him 
as well. At the end of the powerplay 
in six overs, India was at 39/2.

In-form batter SuryakumarY-
adav joined Pant. Medium-pacer 
Andrew Tye dismissed a struggling 
Pant for nine off 17 balls. India was 
at 45/3 in seven overs.

Yadav was joined by Hardik 
Pandya and they helped Men in 
Blue cross the 50-run mark safely. 
Halfway through the innings, India 
was at 64/3 with Suryakumar at 16* 
and Hardik at 10*.

The duo’s 49-run stand ended 

when pacer Matthew Kelly inter-
vened to remove Pandya for 27 
runs.

Dinesh Karthik joined Suryaku-
mar. By the time 15 overs conclud-
ed, India had crossed the 100-run 
mark and were at 108/4.

SuryakumarYadav continued 
his lethal run of form, bringing up 
his half-century. He departed im-
mediately after crossing the land-
mark for 52 runs and India was at 
129/5 in 17 overs.

All eyes were on Karthik to fin-
ish off things on a great note. Team 
India concluded their innings at 
158/6, with Karthik (19*) and Har-
shal Patel (6*) standing unbeaten.

Jason Behrendorff had a very 
good outing with the ball. 

delhi’s mohiT sheraWaT 
CliNChes 81kG judo Gold 
despiTe disloCaTed shoulder
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Mohit Sherawat 
needed to protect 
his  dislocated 

right shoulder. But instead 
of defending to avoid fur-
ther injury, the Delhi judo-
ka went for broke and won 
both his semifinal and final 
bouts within the first few 
seconds in the 81kg weight 
category to clinch the gold 
medal in the 36th National 
Games here at the Mahatma 
Mandir Complex.

Mohit Sherawat came 
into the National Games as 
the pre-event favourite, hav-
ing won the Senior Nation-
als title in Lucknow earlier 
this year. But he dislocat-
ed his shoulder midway 
through the quarterfinal 
against Sarabjit Singh of 
Punjab.

“I was leading by a point 
then. So I decided to play it 
safe because if I had called 
for medical attention, I 
would have had to concede. 
But he made a mistake and I 
got a throw. In the semifinal 
and final, I decided to just go 
for a throw if I get the right 
grip and it worked wonder-
fully for me,” said Mohit-
Sherawat, who thanked his 
stars for being a left-hander.

The Delhi judoka, who 
admits that he got inter-

ested in the sport because of 
the combat aspect, credited 
the support through the 
Khelo India Scheme for his 
development and said his 
next target is to make it to 
the Asian Games next year.

“Indian judokas have 
started doing well on the 
international circuit. We 
even won medals in the 
Commonwealth Games this 
year. For me, my immediate 
target is to play the Asian 
Games next year,” said 
Mohit Sherawat, who now 
trains at the SAI NCOE at 
Bhopal.

In the day’s other bouts, 
Lal  Humhimi  bagged 
Mizoram’s first gold medal 
of the Games when she 
defeated the formidable 

Pincky Balhara of Delhi in 
the 52kg final.

Lalhumhimi had reg-
istered a tough win over 
Simran of Haryana in the 
semifinals and waited for an 
opportunity to find the right 
grip for a throw against Bal-
hara. 

“Me and Pincky have 
faced each other many 
times. The last time I had 
lost to her. So, this time I 
was a lot more determined,” 
said the Sashastra Seema 
Bal employee.

Madhya Pradesh’s Yami-
ni Mourya defeated Hary-
ana’s Savitri in the Wom-
en’s 57kg final while Vishal 
Ruhil of Haryana clinched 
the Men’s 73kg gold by de-
feating statemate Jatin.

NaTioNal Games rouNd-up 
judo

Gujarat’s Pragnya Mo-
han made light of the 
expectations to claim 

the 36th National Games 
Women’s Individual Triathlon 
gold with a powerful show at 
the IIT Gandhinagar here on 
Sunday.

She dominated the field 
with ease, notching up the 
third-fastest time in swim-
ming and the fastest times in 
both the Cycling and Running 
legs, to leave Maharashtra’s 
Mansi Mohite well over 5 min-
utes behind her. Tamil Nadu’s 
S Aarthi took home the bronze. 
Pragnya’s gold, after finishing 
tenth in the last edition of the 
Games, has swelled Gujarat’s 
gold tally to an impressive 12.

Adarsh Muralidharan Sini-
mol bagged the Men’s Triath-
lon gold to continue Services’ 
medal hunt. With titles com-
ing in Wushu and Canoeing 
& Kayaking, they finished the 
day with a tally of 51 gold, 33 
silver and 29 bronze for a to-
tal of 113 medals. Haryana (31 
gold) and Maharashtra (29) 
continued their fight for the 
second place on the medals 
tally.

Puducherry became the 
28th team to win at least one 
gold in the 36th National 

Games when V. Sasikala and 
A. Kanimozhi beat the home 
side’s Manisha Zala and Nippa 
Barad in the Women’s Beach 
Volleyball final in Surat. As 
many as 32 teams have now 
won at least a medal each in 
the Games so far.

Services were helped as 
their athletes claimed the four 
gold medals on offer in the Ca-
noe and Kayak sprints on the 
Sabarmati River in Ahmed-
abad. Madhya Pradesh jumped 
to the 10th spot in the rank-
ings, riding on their sweep of 
Slalom events. Kayaks Hitesh 
Kewat and Shikha Chouhan, 
and Canoeists Vishwajit Singh 
Kushwaha and Jahanvi Srivas-
tava did the star turn for them.

Karandeep Kochhar (Chan-
digarh) signed his fourth sub-
par card to walk away with 
the Men’s Individual Golf gold 

with a superb score of 21-under 
for the four rounds at Kensville 
Golf and Country Club near 
here. His performance was 
insurance enough for Chandi-
garh to claim the Men’s Team 
gold as well, though his team-
mate Anant Singh finished 
with a 16-over.

Similarly, Karnataka’s 
Avani Prasanth starred in the 
women’s competition, win-
ning the individual gold with 
an even-par 288 while also 
playing a major role in the 
team victory ahead of Hary-
ana. Amanpreet Kaur (Punjab) 
had a forgettable round, with 
five bogeys on the first 9 holes 
to finish the day with an 8-over 
to lose her grip over the gold 
medal and take silver.

In Boxing competitions at 
the Mahatma Mandir com-
plex, National Championship 

silver medallist Ankit Sharma 
(Haryana), Punjab’s Sparsh 
Kumar (Punjab), Avinash 
Chandel (Himachal Pradesh) 
and Karan Rupini (Tripura) 
assured themselves of medals 
in the Men’s 51kg class.

Ankit, a Khelo India Youth 
Games 2020 gold medallist, 
was in a league of his own in 
the Men’s Flyweight, record-
ing a commanding 4-1 points 
victory over Maharashtra’s 
Ajay Pendor to march into the 
semifinals. Karan Rupini un-
leashed his fury in the second 
round with a powerful punch 
to deliver a knockout verdict 
against Rajasthan’s Bhim 
Pratap Singh.

The supremely talented 
Haryana pugilist Minakshi, 
who is using the National 
Games to fine-tune her prepa-
ration for the Asian Champi-
onships in Amman later this 
month, registered a dominat-
ing victory to enter the wom-
en’s semifinals. Defending 
champions Punjab set a repeat 
clash with Haryana in the 
Women’s Hockey final, the two 
powerhouses scoring contrast-
ing victories at the Maj. Dhyan 
Chand Stadium in Rajkot. 
Punjab got the better of a fight-
ing Madhya Pradesh 2-1 while 
Haryana defeated Jharkhand 
5-2 in the semifinals.

services are currently leading the medal tally.

avtar singh.

Delhi’s Mohit sherawat clinches judo gold in 81kg category.

Barbora Krejcikova.

Team india during practice session.

Pragnya Mohan wins triathlon gold, 
Services continue to march ahead

arshdeep, BhuvNeshWar shiNe as 
iNdia BesT WesTerN ausTralia

‘TouGh CompeTiTioN CaN oNly 
improve iNdia’s performaNCe 
iN iNTerNaTioNal areNa’

Everyone here en-
joyedthe game of Judo 
and appreciated Avtar 

Singh, a tall young man from 
Gurdaspur. His fans liked 
his techniques and gave him 
a standing ovation after his 
every bout and in some cases 
splendid skills like choking 
on the ground position en-
thralled the spectators.

In the 36th National 
Games, he defeated Shubham 
ofUttarakhand in the 100 kg 
category through brilliant 
locking technique. Avtar 
Singh is an Olympian and 
took part in Tokyo last year. 
Singh said that this time he 
was looking for a good come-
back. He has worked hard for 
it and his aim was to make his 
mark in the next competitions. 
He said he had to improve his 
performance so that he can be-
come more confident in the in-
ternational arena and he was 
ready for a tough challenge to 
get medals for the country.

Avtar Singh is from Gur-
daspur in Punjab and work-
ing as a sub Inspector in 
Punjab Police. Also to shine 
in his skills he practices at the 
Madhya Pradesh Academy. 
He said, “I am going to this 
academy, to improve my game. 
My department also supports 

me a lot, where I am working 
for the last 11 years.”

In response to another 
question, Avtar Singh said 
that during off-season train-
ing, he works in all those areas 
like stamina, technique, etc., 
where he is not as competitive 
as international standard. He 
expressed satisfaction over the 
postponement of the Asian 
Games by a year. He said that 
he definitely wants to end 
the long desertion of med-
als in this game. He will try 
and prepare a roadmap for 
that along with his coaches. 
He said that when he does 
not have a tough competi-
tion at the national level, he 
feels worried because of lack 
of competition. He said that 
he is not satisfied with this 
performance so far because 
the competition was not too 
much toughfor him and he 
could increase his level in na-
tional competitions. Finally he 
congratulated all the players 
and wished him best of luck 
to improve their game.

Barbora Krejcikova rallied 
from a set down to stun 
World No.1 and top seed Iga 

Swiatek 5-7, 7-6(4), 6-3 in a thrilling 
championship at the Ostrava Open.

Krejcikova handed Swiatek only 
her second career defeat in 12 tour-
level singles finals, and first in three 
years. Krejcikova trailed 5-1 in the 
opening set, and though she couldn’t 
turn the set all the way around, 
eventually succeeded in the match 
in a staggering three hours and 16 
minutes match. “It was a big match, 
I think, for both sides. We played 

amazingly. We gave an amazing 
show to the fans, so I’m really happy 
with that and with the way I have 
performed. It’s always great to be a 
winner in your home country,” WTA.
com quoted Krejcikova as saying.

“It’s a huge victory ... It’s one 
of the biggest matches that I ever 
played. The atmosphere was just 
very energetic and very unbeliev-
able for both sides. It’s really one of 
the top matches that I think I ever 
played in my life,” she added.

After dropping the first set, 
which lasted almost 80 minutes, 
Krejcikova took the lead early in the 
second set after breaking Swiatek’s 

serve three times in the opening 
game. The World No. 1 recovered 
the break, though, and went into 

the tiebreak up a game both times.
The first break came from Kre-

jcikova to serve for the match after 

neither player faced a break point 
in the opening seven games of the 
decider. The 2021 Roland Garros 
champion had only dropped two 
points on serve until to that point, 
so she had to step up her game to 
win her fifth Hologic WTA Tour 
championship.

“I was just telling myself to keep 
going. She’s a great champion. She’s 
a great player, so I was expecting 
that she was not going to give it to 
me easy. So I was just like, ‘OK, keep 
going. It’s going to be fine. You’re go-
ing to get your chance. You’re going 
to make it,’ so that was my inner 
voice,” she said. 

NiNTh CoNseCuTive viCTory

Novak Djokovic captures 
Astana Open title, 
defeats Stefanos Tsitsipas

Former World No 
1 Novak Djokov-
ic, played a domi-

nant brand of tennis on 
Sunday, defeating Ste-
fanos Tsitsipas 6-3, 6-4 
to win the third edition 
of the Astana Open on 
Sunday.
It was the ninth con-
secutive match victory 
for the fourth seed, 
who triumphed a title 
just a week ago in Tel 
Aviv. This was the 
90th tour-level vic-
tory for the 35-year-old 
Djokovic and it needed 
only 75 minutes. “I 
dared to dream, actu-
ally. I always hoped 
that I would be going 
to have a great career. 
Obviously, didn’t know 
the number of finals I 
was going to play, the 
number of tourna-
ments I was going to 
win, but my intention 
was always to reach the 
highest heights in our 
sport,” ATP.com quot-
ed Djokovic as saying.
Tsitsipas will return to 
the Top 5 in the ATP 
Rankings on Monday 
and the 24-year-old 
Greek maintains his 
lead among all ATP 
Tour players with 53 
match wins.
Djokovic proved to be 
a maverick to win the 

first 

game at ‘love’ in just 
over a minute to start 
the match. At 3-4 and 
ser ving,  Ts its ipas 
stepped up the heat 

on the 21-time major 
champion.
In the second set’s fifth 
game, a disappointed 
Tsitsipas attempted a 
drop shot that sailed 
into the net, giving 
D j o kov i c  a n o t h e r 
break. Later, Djokovic 
used his signature 
backhand winner into 
an open court to score 
on his third match 
point.
“I’m just very grateful 
and blessed to be able 
to play this well at this 
stage of my life. You 
know, 35 is not 25. But 
I think the experience, 
probably, in these kinds 
of matches and big oc-
casions helps as well 
to approach mentally 
in the right way,” said 
Djokovic.
 “Well, it did. I could not 
ask for a better restart of 
the season. I’m super-
pumped and motivated 
to end the season as well 
as I have done these past 
couple of weeks,” added 
the 21-times Grand 
Slam champion. 
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ThrilliNG ChampioNship

Barbora Krejcikova stuns Iga Swiatek to claim Ostrava Open

Former World No 1 Novak Djokovic


