
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Tuesday 
said in order to reach 

the heights of success, it is 
necessary that the nation 
touches its cultural heights 
and stands proudly with its 
identity. He said this while 
inaugurating the phase I of 
the Mahakal Lok Project at 
Shri Mahakal Lok in Ujjain 
in Madhya Pradesh.  

The Prime Minister said 
several centres of spiritual-
ity are now being renovat-
ed. “The construction of the 
grand Shri Ram temple in 
Ayodhya is going on at full 

speed. Vishwanath Dham 
in Kashi is adding pride to 
India’s culture. Record de-
velopment happening at 
Somnath, Kedarnath and 
Badrinath shrines.” 

“During the Azadi Ka 
Amrit Kaal, we broke the 
shackles of colonialism 
with the spirit of Panch 
Pran. 

Today, cultural destina-
tions across India are see-
ing all-around develop-
ment. For the first time, 
Char Dham is being con-
nected with all-weather 
roads,” he said. 

The Prime minister also 
said first time since In-

dependence, all-weather 
highway development proj-
ect’ has been undertaken to 
connect all four dhams un-
der the Char Dham Project. 

“The magnificence of our 
Konark temple, Modhera 
temple, Brahma Devesh-
war temple, and Shankara-
charya temple is unmatch-
able,” he said. “I believe, the 
development of Jyotirlingas 
is powering India’s spiri-
tual consciousness,” he 
added. 

“We are restoring the glo-
ry of spiritual places. Ujjain 
has been the centre of In-
dia’s spiritual ethos. Ujjain 
is not just India’s geograph-

ic centre but also the centre 
of the country’s soul. 

There is nothing ordinary 
in the company of Lord 
Shiva. Everything is super-
natural, and extraordinary. 
Unforgettable, unbeliev-
able,” he said. The Prime 
Minister said Ujjain has led 
prosperity and knowledge 
in India for thousands of 
years.

“Spirituality is contained 
in every particle and divine 
energy is being transmit-
ted in every corner of Uj-
jain. Ujjain has led India’s 
prosperity, knowledge, dig-
nity and literature for thou-
sands of years,” he said. 

“The grandeur of Mahalkal 
Lok is unparalleled and 
this will add impetus to the 
global cultural significance 
of the country,” he said. 

PM Modi said that India is 
restoring its glory and pros-
per Clad in a white ‘dhoti’ 
with different hues of gold 
and a traditional white 
‘veshti’ that was beautifully 
bordered with shades of or-
ange and gold, Prime Min-
ister Modi entered the Lord 
Mahakal temple’s sanctum 
sanctorum earlier on Tues-
day evening. 

A PMO release said the 
Phase-I of the ‘Mahakal 
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Spiritual awakening 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the dedication of 
the Phase I of the Mahakal Lok Project to the Nation, at Shri 

Mahakal Lok, in Ujjain on Tuesday. ANi
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi also says India is restoring its glory 
and prosperity, entire world will benefit. Targetting Nitish Kumar on 

the occasion of 20th birth 
anniversary of Loknayak 
Jayprakash Narayan, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
on Tuesday draws a paral-
lel with the current politics 
in Bihar, saying JP never 
did anything for power and 
worked for principles all 
his life while “people who 
switched sides for power is 
Chief Minister of Bihar”. 

Shah while addressing a 
rally in Sitab Diara in Bi-
har, the ancestral village, 
slammed the ruling party 
in the state and said that the 
leaders who achieved great 
heights through JP move-
ment are now sitting in Con-
gress’ laps for power. 

“I ask people of Bihar - lead-
ers who achieved heights 
through the JP movement 
are sitting in Congress’ lap 
for power; are you with 
them?” the Home Minis-
ter said. He lauded JP and 
said he never did anything 
for power and worked for 
principles all his life. “Today, 
people who switch sides for 
power are the Chief Minister 
of Bihar”, he added. 

Amit Shah further added, 
“This is not the path shown 

by him (JP). He never did 
anything for power and 
worked for principles all 
his life. Today, people who 
switch sides 5 times for 
power are the CM of Bihar”. 

Accompanied by Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath, Union Home 

Participating a session of 145th As-
sembly of the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union (IPU) here on Tuesday, Indian 
parliamentarian Kartikeya Sharma 
strongly advocated the need of gender 
equality and a society free from vio-
lence against women. 

Kartikeya Sharma is attending the 

IPU programme as a part of 12-mem-
ber Indian parliamentary delegation, 
led by Deputy Chairman of Rajya 
Sabha, Harivansh. The Rwandan par-
liament is hosting the 5-day 145th IPU, 
began on Tuesday. The meeting is be-
ing attended by more than a thousand 
delegates from 120 IPU member par-
liaments including India, including 60 
presidents and vice-presidents.

While speaking the session ‘‘Gender-

sensitive parliaments: Parliaments 
free from sexism, harassment and vio-
lence against women”, the young MP 
said, “In India, the principle of gender 
equality is enshrined in our Constitu-
tion. The Parliament of India has also 
enacted several progressive laws to 
protect women against discrimination, 
violence, atrocities and also to eradi-
cate social evils.”

Detailed report on Page 4.

Kerala Police on Tuesday ar-
rested three persons, includ-
ing one woman, suspected 
for luring and killing 2 
women allegedly as human 
sacrifices in black magic rit-
uals, Kochi City Police Com-
missioner CH Nagaraju said.

The Police Commissioner 
said that the “human sacri-
fice ritual” happened in the 
Pathanamthitta district and 
the manner of killing is inde-
scribable. The murders were 
brutal.

Roselin and Padma, who 
were from different parts 
of Ernakulam district, were 
killed by a couple who 

wanted to end their finan-
cial troubles and get rich, the 
police said. The couple and 
one more person, their agent, 
were arrested on Tuesday.  

The victims Roselin and 
Padma, both in their early 
50s, used to sell lottery tick-
ets in Ernakulam. Police 
said Roselin disappeared 
in June and Padma in Sep-
tember. 

Their throats were slit, and 
their bodies were chopped 
into pieces and buried in dif-
ferent locations in Thiruval-
la, a town in Pathanamthitta 
district, the police added. 

The alleged killers were 
Bhagavanth Singh, a mas-
sage therapist, and his wife 

studeNt commits 
suicide By 
JumpiNg from 
college BuildiNg 
iN viJayawada
Vijayawada: a student 
studying in CSE first year 
at the KLU University Vad-
deswaram, allegedly com-
mitted suicide by jumping 
from the eighth floor of the 
college building, informed 
the Tadepalli police on 
Tuesday. The deceased 
has been identified as 
yaswanth Reddy hailing 
from Miryalaguda, Nal-
gonda district. it is alleged 
that the college manage-
ment secretly shifted the 
student’s body to the Mani-
pal mortuary. as per the 
police, a teacher at the col-
lege seized yashwant and 
other students’ phones on 
Monday. yaswanth’s father 
said that his son was not a 
coward to commit suicide 
for a fickle reason of a 
phone being seized by the 
teacher.

mumBai NcB seized 
11300 kg drugs iN 
last NiNe moNths
MUMBai: The Mum-
bai Narcotics Control 
Bureau (NCB) informed 
the public on Tuesday 
that it has seized 11,300 
kilogrammes of drugs and 
arrested 58 drug peddlers 
in the last nine months. an 
NCB officer told aNi that 
the seizures have been 
greater in number than 
the previous year. a total 
of 46 cases were regis-
tered by NCB this year. 
On the other hand, 1,780 
kilogrammes of drugs 
were seized, 240 peddlers 
were arrested, and 119 
cases were registered 
last year. The arrests have 
been made from the states 
of Maharashtra, delhi, 
Gujarat, Goa, Punjab, and 
Madhya Pradesh. Cocaine, 
Mephedrone, Ganja, and 
LSd have been seized in 
large numbers. 

top of the day

The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has lowered In-
dia’s GDP growth forecast 
for the current year by 60 
basis points to 6.8 per cent. 
However, despite the slow-
down, India would main-
tain its position as the fast-
est-growing major economy 
in the world. 

In its latest World Eco-
nomic Outlook report, the 
IMF noted, “The outlook for 
India is for growth of 6.8 per 
cent in 2022, a 0.6 percent-
age point downgrade since 
the July forecast, reflecting 
a weaker-than-expected 
outturn in the second quar-
ter (April-June) and more 
subdued external demand.” 
In its July 2022 report, the 
IMF had pegged India’s 

GDP growth for 2022 at 7.4 
per cent. 

The IMF latest projection 
on India’s GDP growth is 
lower than the 7 per cent 
growth pegged by the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) 
for the financial year 2022-
23. 

However, despite the slow-
down, India would remain 
the fastest-growing major 
economy. 

As per the latest IMF data, 
India’s GDP growth will 
slow to 6.8 per cent in 2022 
from 8.7 per cent in 2021. 
The growth is projected to 
further slow to 6.1 per cent 
in 2023.

Compare it with China. 
China’s GDP growth is 
projected to slump to 3.2 
per cent in 2022 from 8.1 
per cent in 2021. In 2023, 

The Chief Justice of India U.U Lalit on Tuesday recommend-
ed Justice D.Y. Chandrachud’s name as his successor to the 
Centre in accordance with the convention. Justice Chandra-
chud is to become the 50th CJI and will assume office on 9 
November. Once appointed he will have a tenure till 10 No-
vember 2024. 

The Union Law Ministry had last week initiated the pro-
cess for the appointment of the next CJI, asking the outgoing 
CJI to recommend his successor. On Tuesday, CJI Lalit re-
quested all judges to assemble in the judge’s lounge at 10.15 
AM as he handed over the letter, naming his successor. 

Justice Lalit succeeded Justice N.V. Ramana, who retired on 
26 August. CJI Lalit had a brief tenure of 74 days as the head 
of India’s judiciary and would demit office on 8 November. 

According to the Memorandum of Procedure (MoP), 
which governs the process of appointment of judges in the 
higher judiciary, the outgoing CJI initiates the process of 
naming the successor after getting a communication from 
the Law ministry. The MoP 

The Election Commission 
of India on Tuesday alloted 
the ‘Two Swords and Shield 
symbol’ to the Eknath 
Shinde faction of Shiv Sena 
a day after the group was al-
loted ‘Balasahebanchi Shiv 
Sena’ (Balasaheb’s Shiv 

Sena) as the name for the 
group of the party. 

Shinde faction had sub-
mitted ‘shining sun’, ‘shield 
and sword’ and ‘Peepul tree’ 
as its election symbol op-
tions to the Election Com-
mission (EC) for the upcom-
ing bypoll in Andheri East 
assembly constituency next 

The last rites of Samajwadi 
party supremo Mulayam 
Singh Yadav were per-
formed at his ancestral vil-
lage, Saifai in Uttar Pradesh 
on Tuesday and were at-
tended by senior leaders 
and top officials. 

Mulayam passed away on 
Monday morning at the age 

of 82 at Gurugram’s Medan-
ta Hospital due to age-relat-
ed ailments. He was admit-
ted to the intensive care unit 
(ICU) of the hospital last 
Sunday after his health de-
teriorated. 

Samajwadi Party chief 
Akhilesh Yadav, Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh, 
Bihar Deputy CM Tejash-
wi Yadav and PSP chief 
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India on Tuesday said that 
terrorist outfits like armed 
groups deserve the atten-
tion of the UN Security 
Council in their response to 
addressing security threats 

confronting Africa today 
and the country’s partner-
ship with Africa will remain 
a top priority.

“Terrorist outfits like 
armed groups deserve the 
attention of the council in 
their response to addressing 
security threats confront-

ing Africa today... For India, 
partnership with Africa is, 
and will remain a top prior-
ity,” the permanent repre-
sentative to the UN, Ruchira 
Kamboj said in a statement. 
Reiterating the fact that 
collective efforts should be 
geared towards regional di-

plomacy, mediation, recon-
ciliation, and security sector 
reforms for securing a last-
ing peace in the continent, 
the UN envoy said that of-
fering external solutions to 
African problems without 
African involvement has not 
served the interest of African 

people.
“Africa’s continuing denial 

of representation in the per-
manent category of member-
ship in this Council is a his-
torical injustice that needs 
to be corrected sooner than 
later”, the Indian envoy to 
UN said.
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MP Kartikeya Sharma at world forum: 
Gender equality enshrined in Constitution

Karnataka Chief Minister Ba-
savaraj Bommai on Tuesday 
termed the hike in reservation for 
SC/ST as historic as no govern-
ment in the past had done this. 
Talking to reporters before the 
launch of Jan Sankalp yatra here, he 
said, “The demand to hike reserva-
tion has been pending for the last 50 
years and the Congress party while 
in power did not do anything. 

The current BJP government has 
done this by taking all parties into 
confidence. But now the Congress 
party is getting scared because the 
votes of SC/ST communities will go 
to the BJP.” Notably, the Karnataka 
Cabinet on Saturday unanimously 
agreed to hike reservation for the 
Scheduled Castes from 15 per cent to 

17 per cent and for Scheduled Tribes 
from 3 per cent to 7 per cent in the 
state and the state government will 
issue a gazette notification in this 
regard. 

The Chief Minister said the peo-
ple’s aspiration has increased due 
to the awareness of education and 
employment.

No one must talk negatively on 
hiking the quota for SC/ST as these 
communities had suffered a lot in 
the last 50-60 years due to denial of 
justice. 

Those who speak against it are 
anti-SC/ST. Several communities 
have put forth demands. While 
some have sought inclusion of their 
community in SC, others in 3B, 2A 
and backward classes. The people’s 
aspiration has increased due to the 
awareness of education and em-
ployment. All their demands will be 

studied as per recommendations of 
law commissions and take needful 
action,” he said. 

Bommai said Jan Sankalp Yatra 
will continue till December, 2022. 
“In the first phase, it will be held in 
over 50 assembly constituencies 
and through the rally, the people 
will be explained about the schemes 
launched by the State government, 
benefits to lakhs of people through 
the policies and programs of the 
BJP-led NDA Government in the 
centre and the future policies keep-
ing in view the interest of all the 
communities and ways to take ben-
efits of the same. The response to 
the BJP yatra is an indication of his 
party coming back to power in the 
State with a thumping majority next 
year,” he added. 

Ruling out any connection be-
tween the Bharath Jodo yatra 

of Congress and the Jan Sank-
alp Yatra of BJP, the Chief Min-
ister said he did not know what 
they will do in that yatra adding 
that the BJP’s Sankalp Yatra is 
aimed at people’s contact yatra. 
Reacting to Karnataka Pradesh 
Congress Committee President DK 
Shivakumar’s statement that BJP 
had undertaken Sankalp Yatra due 
to fear of losing the 2023 Assembly 
election, Bommai retorted, and said, 
“Has Congress undertaken Bharath 
Jodi following fear of losing the next 
year’s Assembly polls? Rahul Gan-
dhi has been doing this yatra fear-
ing his party losing its existence.” 
He promised to take up the issue of 
setting up AIIMS in Raichur with 
the government of India during his 
visit to New Delhi next week. “We 
will bring AIIMS to Raichur at any 
cost”.

SC/ST quota hike historic: 
Karnataka CM Bommai

PartNerShiP with aFrica will remaiN toP Priority: iNdia at uN

He acknowledged 
that the data regrettably 
tell us there is still a lot of 
work needs to be done for 

a gender-sensitive Parliament. “It is 
high time for introspection among 
us to make Parliament free from sex-
ism, harassment and violence against 
women.”

However, the Indian government’s 
efforts to make our Parliament gender 
sensitive and the society as a whole 
had a large part of Kartikeya Sharma’s 
maiden speech in the world forum. 
He said, “The 73rd and 74th Consti-
tutional Amendments provided for 
reservation of 33 per cent of seats for 
women in the local bodies of gover-
nance that is in the Panchayats and 
Municipal Bodies.”

“It also provides for at least one-third 
reservation for women to the office of 
Chairperson in these bodies. Some of 
the Indian States have already raised 
the reservation level up to 50 per cent 
to provide for still wider participa-
tion,” he further added, “I am also 
happy to inform that over 46 per cent 
of the total elected representatives in 
Panchayats and Municipal Bodies are 
women.”

He mentioned that the current 17th 
Lok Sabha returned a record 78 wom-
en members to the Lok Sabha, the 
highest ever representation for Indian 
Lok Sabha.  The MP also said that the 
government ensured gender-sensitive 
facilities for women members such 
as crèche and Ladies’ Lounge. “We 
also have a Complaints Committee for 

Redressal of Sexual Harassment of 
Women Employees,” he added.
“In the current Lok Sabha, Hon’ble 
Speaker, Shri Om Birla has taken 
initiatives to enable women mem-
bers to effectively participate in the 
deliberations of the House. In the 
initial Sessions of the House, out of 
the 46 first time elected women MPs, 
42 spoke during Zero Hour,” he said. 
Kartikeya Sharma also said that it is 
the duty of a member of parliament 
to ensure a conducive environment, 
free of sexism and sexual harassment 
and violence against women.
“To achieve this, it requires first 
and foremost having a strong com-
mitment at the highest political level 
and change of mind-sets,” he opined.

The young MP informed the attend-

ing members, “Today under the vi-
sionary leadership of our Prime Min-
ister, Narendra Modi, and India has 
moved from a paradigm of women’s 
development to women-led develop-
ment. I am proud to say that we are 
moving with the vision of a new India 
where women are equal partners in 
fast paced and sustainable national 
development. I take pride in saying 
that we have just elected a woman as 
the President of India.”

Kartikeya Sharma said, ”I appreci-
ate the IPU’s new report on sexism, 
harassment and violence against 
women Parliamentarians and parlia-
mentary staff in Parliaments around 
the world, which provides important 
data and examples of good parliamen-
tary practices.”

Lok’ proj-
ect will help in 
enriching the 
experience of pil-

grims visiting the temple 
by providing them with 
world-class modern ameni-
ties. 

“Project aims to decon-
gest the entire area and also 
put special emphasis on 
conservation and restora-
tion of heritage structures. 
Under the project, the tem-
ple precinct will be expand-
ed nearly seven times. The 
total cost of the entire proj-

ect is around Rs 850 crore. 
The existing footfall of the 
temple, which is currently 
around 1.5 crore per an-
num, is expected to be dou-
bled. Development of the 
project has been planned 
under two phases,” it said. 

The Mahakal Path con-
tains 108 stambhs (pillars) 
which depict Anand Tan-
dav Swaroop (dance form) 
of Lord Shiva. Many reli-
gious sculptures depicting 
the life of Lord Shiva are in-
stalled along the Mahakal 
Path.

states 
that the senior-
most judge of the 
Supreme Court 

is considered fit to hold 
the office of the CJI and the 
views of the outgoing head 
of the judiciary have to be 
sought at the appropriate 
time. 

The MoP, however, does 
not specify the time limit for 

the initiation of the process 
of recommending the name 
of the successor CJI. Justice 
Chandrachud is the second 
most senior judge of the Su-
preme Court. 

Justice Chandrachud’s 
father Justice YV Chandra-
chud was the 16th Chief Jus-
tice of India serving from 2 
February 1978 to 11 July 
1985.

Minister 
Amit Shah 

unveiled the stat-
ue of Loknayak 
Jayaprakash Na-

rayan, the Indian indepen-
dence activist, theorist, so-
cialist and political leader, in 
the Sitab Diara area located 
on the Uttar Pradesh-Bihar 
border on the occasion of his 
120th birth anniversary. 

Th e  Ho m e  Mi n i st e r 
heaped praises on JP and 
said he played a crucial role 
in eradicating corruption in 
the state through his revolu-
tionary movements. 

This is Amit Shah’s second 
visit to Bihar within the last 
three weeks. In August this 
year, the JD(U) snapped its 
ties with the BJP to form a 
new government in the state.

NatioN muSt StaNd 
Proudly with iNdiaN 
ideNtity: Pm modi
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month. 
However, the ECI said that the symbols fur-

nished by the Shinde faction are not from the list 
of free symbols as notified in the Commission. 

Giving the reason for not allotting Sun/Surya/Sooraj 
as a symbol, the Election Commission said, “The Name of 
the symbol resembles with already reserved symbols ‘Sun 
(without rays)’ and ‘Rising Sun’ of recognized Political Par-
ties namely ‘Zoram Nationalist Party’ (recognized party in 
the state of Mizoram) and ‘Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam’ 
(recognized party in the state of Tamil Nadu and Union Ter-
ritory of Puducherry) respectively.” 
“The Commission has decided to declare Do Talwarein aur 
Ek Dhal (Two Swords & Shield)’ to be a free symbol and al-
lots it as the symbol to be allotted to the candidate set up, if 
any, by your group in the current bye-elections and till the 
final order is passed in the Dispute case number I of 2022,” 
the EC added in a letter to Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde. 

Whereas the ‘flaming torch’ (mashaal) election symbol 
was allotted to the Uddhav Thackeray faction of Shiv Sena, 
rejecting their claim to the ‘Trishul’ citing religious conno-
tation. The Election Commission also allotted ‘ShivSena-
Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray’ as the party name for the 
Thackeray faction 

Meanwhile, the ECI rejected ‘Trishul’ and ‘Gada’ (mace) 
as election symbols claimed by the two factions of the Shiv 
Sena, citing their religious connotation. Moreover, the elec-
tion body noted that the ‘Rising Sun’ election symbol sought 
by both factions was reserved for the Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (DMK) in Tamil Nadu and Puducherry.

 Sh iv p a l  Yad av 
were present at the 

last rites ceremony of for-
mer CM of UP. 

Expressing his grief 
over the death of Mulayam Singh 
Yadav Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh said, “We had a very strong 

relationship. Mulayam Singh Yadav 
was a big personality in Indian poli-
tics, it is a huge loss for the country. 
We all have come here to pay our 
tribute to him. PM Modi could not 
come here but he asked me to pay 
tribute on his behalf”. 

Congress presidential candidate 

Mallikarjun Kharge, Congress MP 
Pramod Tiwari and other leaders of 
the party reached the ancestral vil-
lage to attend the last rites of former 
CM of UP, Mulayam Singh Yadav.  

Earlier, national General Secre-
tary of Samajwadi Party, Ram Go-
pal Yadav said, “The politics of the 

country became poor due to the 
death of Netaji. The way he started 
politics after his entry into it, the 
way he brought the common man 
at the forefront. Those who did not 
know the route to Lucknow and 
Delhi were also made MLAs and 
MPs.”

Laila, said 
the police. 

They allegedly 
believed the mur-
ders would bring 

them a prosperous life. The 
third man who was arrested, 
Rasheed or Muhammand 
Shafi, allegedly helped them 
in the crime and also per-
suaded them to go through 
with it. 

A case was registered by 
Kadavanthra police in Ko-
chi following the report of 
a missing woman which 
was filed in September.  The 
murders took place on 6 
June and 26 September. The 
murders happened within 
24 hours of the two women 
who went missing. 

Elaborating this, the Police 
Commissioner said, “The 
main suspect Shafi lured 
the women to be sacrificed. 
His motive was money. It is 
being probed whether the 
accused had approached 
more women for the ‘human 
sacrifice ritual’.” 
“We think that the couple 
Bhagaval Singh and Laila 
performed human sacrifice 
for economic prosperity,” 
the official said adding that 
CCTV footage was helpful in 
nabbing the accused. 

Two dismembered bod-
ies were found buried 
inside the premises of a 
house in Pathanamthitta 
district, the police said. 

China’s 
growth 

is projected to 
 accelerate to 4.4 
per cent in 2023 

but remain sharply down 
when compared with In-
dia’s 6.1 per cent projected 
growth. 

The slowdown in global 
economic activity is broad-
based and sharper-than-ex-
pected, with inflation higher 
than seen in decades. The 
economic outlook depends 
on a successful calibration 
of monetary and fiscal poli-
cies, the course of the war in 
Ukraine, and growth pros-
pects in China. 

Risks remain unusu-

ally large: monetary policy 
could miscalculate the right 
stance to reduce inflation; 
diverging policy paths in 
the largest economies could 
exacerbate the US dollar’s 
appreciation; tightening 
global financing could trig-
ger emerging market debt 
distress; and a worsening of 
China’s property sector cri-
sis could undermine growth, 
the IMF noted in its latest 
World Economic Outlook 
report.  

On inflation, the IMF said, 
“global economic activity is 
experiencing a broad-based 
and sharper-than-expected 
slowdown, with inflation 
higher than seen in several 

decades.” 
The cost-of-living crisis, 

tightening financial condi-
tions in most regions, Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
and the lingering Covid-19 
pandemic all weigh heav-
ily on the outlook. Global 
growth is forecast to slow 
from 6.0 percent in 2021 
to 3.2 per cent in 2022 and 
2.7 per cent in 2023. This 
is the weakest growth pro-
file since 2001 except for 
the global financial crisis 
and the acute phase of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
IMF said. Global inflation is 
forecast to rise from 4.7 per 
cent in 2021 to 8.8 per cent 
in 2022 but to decline to 6.5 

on the radar

RAHIL NORA CHOPRA

Power 
tuSSle iN 
chhattiSgarh
On the same terms as 
it happened in rajas-
than, a power tussle 
between Chief Minister 
Bhupesh Baghel and 
state cabinet minister 
TS Singh Deo had been 
raging for some years in 
Chhattisgarh. However, 
it appears that Deo re-
linquished his political 
ambitions until the new 
Congress president was 
appointed. Deo stated 
that he will strictly 
follow the decision 
of the Congress high 
command. By doing 
this, he gave a message 
that he is not in haste, 
and is waiting for the 
right time to act. When 
Baghel became CM in 
2018 after the Congress 
unseated the BJP in the 
assembly polls, some 
party insiders said that 
Deo was supposed to 
get the top post after 
two-and-a-half years.

leFtiStS’ 
BraiNStormiNg 
The Communist Party 
of India will hold its 24th 
Party Congress at Vijay-
awada from 14 to 18 Oc-
tober. The delegates will 
brainstorm the recent 
political and economic 
developments taking 
place in the country in 
depth and detail and will 
devise steps to build the 
greatest possible unity 
of the secular forces 
against the ruling BJP. It 
seems that the CPI has 
a clear perception about 
the need to bring and 
assemble all the forces 
who have agreed to fight 
the BJP-rSS agenda. 
The broad allies should 
include the Congress, 
Trinamool Congress, 
rJD, DMK, NCP, and all 
others who have been 
fighting as a part of 
the opposition against 
the BJP regime. The 
Congress needs to be 
made an integral part of 
the opposition strategy 
to unseat the BJP from 
power in the coming 
Lok Sabha elections.  
The 5-day congress will 
conclude with the elec-
tion of a new national 
council and the central 
executive committee. 
It’s expected that the 
current general sec-
retary, D raja, will be 
elected as the general 
secretary again.

kiShor’S 
couNter 
attack 
after Bihar Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar said 
that Prashant Kishor 
had once asked him 
to merge his Janata 
Dal (united) with the 
Congress party, the 
poll strategist hit back. 
He said, “Slowly, age 
seems to be catching 
up with Nitish Kumar, 
and he seems to be 
growing delusional.” 
However, dismissing 
Kishor as a political 
non-entity, JD (u) 
national president, 
rajiv ranjan alias 
Lalan Singh, said 
Kishor made the JD (u) 
merger proposal to the 
CM in his presence. 
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TOP OF THE DAY

KARNATAKA, 
RAJASTHAN, J&K 
HIGH COURTS 
GET NEW CHIEF 
JUSTICES  
NEW DELHI: The central 
government on Tuesday 
announced the names of 
new Chief Justices for the 
High Courts in Rajasthan, 
Karnataka, Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh. 
Union Minister of Law 
and Justice Kiren Rijiju in-
formed that following the 
Constitutional provisions, 
Justice Pankaj Mithal has 
been appointed as Chief 
Justice in the Rajasthan 
High Court here. In con-
trast, Justice Prasanna B 
Varale has been appointed 
as the Karnataka HC's 
Chief Justice. The Union 
Minister's tweet also men-
tioned the appointment of 
Justice AM Magrey as the 
Chief Justice of Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh. 

CENTRE TELLS SC 
‘VERY KEEN’ TO 
PURSUE CURATIVE 
PLEA IN BHOPAL 
GAS TRAGEDY
NEW DELHI : The Central 
government on Tuesday 
told the Supreme Court 
that it would pursue its 
curative petition seeking Rs 
7,400 crore as an additional 
fund from successor firms 
of US-based Union Carbide 
Corporation, now owned by 
Dow Chemicals, for giving 
compensation to victims of 
1984 Bhopal Gas tragedy. 
A five-judge constitution 
bench headed by Justice 
Sanjay Kishan Kaul took 
note of the submission 
made by Attorney Gen-
eral R Venkataramani and 
directed the Centre to pre-
pare a compilation within 
eight weeks in this regard. 

UPHAAR FIRE 
TRAGEDY: DELHI HC 
ISSUES WARRANT 
AGAINST CONVICT 
NEW DELHI : The Delhi 
High Court on Tuesday 
issued a bailable war-
rant against one of the 
convicts in Uphar evidence 
tampering case for his 
non-appearance. The High 
court on the previous date 
(September 5) had issued 
notice to him on the peti-
tion moved by the Associa-
tion of Victims of Uphaar 
Tragedy (AVUT) against the 
trial court's judgment re-
ducing his sentence in the 
case. Justice Purushain-
dra Kumar Kaurav issued 
a bailable warrant of Rs 
10,000 against PP Batra 
for non-appearance in the 
petition filed by AVUT. 

 
BUILDING 
COLLAPSE: DELHI 
GOVT ANNOUNCES 
COMPENSATION 
FOR VICTIMS 
NEW DELHI: Delhi 
government on Tuesday 
announced to provide ex-
gratia assistance of Rupees 
10 lakhs each for kin of 
the victims of the Farash 
Khana building collapse 
and rupees 5 lakhs for the 
deceased minor's family. 
The government has also 
announced aid of Rupees 
2 lakhs to the seriously 
injured and aid of Rupees 
20,000 for the wounded 
victims. Food and Sup-
plies Minister, Delhi, Imran 
Hussain also visited LNJP 
Hospital to meet the victims. 
Earlier, three people includ-
ing a 4-year-old girl died 
after the Lahori Gate build-
ing collapsed.

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

 

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day refused to cancel the 
bail granted to former Ma-
harashtra's former home 
minister and Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP) leader 
Anil Deshmukh in the mon-
ey laundering case lodged 
against him by Enforcement 
Directorate (ED).

A bench headed by Justice 
DY Chandrachud refused to 
interfere with the Bombay 
High Court order which 
granted bail to Deshmukh. 
The bench clarified that the 
observations made by the 
High Court will not influ-
ence the trial and are only 
confined to the issue of bail.

Enforcement Directorate 
has approached the apex 
court challenging the Bom-

bay HC's order granting bail 
to Deshmukh, who was ar-
rested in connection with a 
money laundering case.

On October 4, the Bombay 
High Court had granted bail 
to Deshmukh in a money 
laundering case being inves-
tigated by the ED.

The High Court had or-
dered that the bail order 
would be effective from Oc-
tober 13, in order to enable 
the ED to file an appeal be-
fore the Supreme Court.

Deshmukh will continue to 
be lodged in judicial custody 
in Arthur Road prison as he 
is also being investigated by 
the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) in a corruption 
case. Earlier, on Deshmukh's 
plea, the top court had di-
rected the High Court to hear 
and decide expeditiously his 
bail plea.

SC REFUSES TO CANCEL 
ANIL DESHMUKH'S BAIL
TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI

LAND-FOR-JOB SCAM

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has sum-
moned a private secretary to 
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister 
Tejashwi Yadav, to appear for 
questioning in its Delhi office 
on Wednesday in connection 
with a land-for-job scam in 
the railways when RJD chief 
Lalu Prasad Yadav was the 
railway minister.

Earlier Sanjay Yadav was 
asked to appear before the 
probe agency on Monday but 
he didn't turn up for ques-
tioning. The CBI on October 
7 filed a chargesheet against 
former Bihar chief ministers 
Lalu Prasad, Rabri Devi, 
their daughter Misa Bharti 
and 13 others in the land-for-
job scam.

"During the investigation, 
it has been found that the ac-
cused in conspiracy with the 
then GM Central Railways 
and CPO, Central Railways 
engaged persons as substi-
tutes in lieu of land either in 
their name or in the name 
of their close relatives. This 
land was acquired at prices 
lower than the prevailing 
circle rate and much lower 
than the market rate. It was 

also alleged that the can-
didates have used false TC 
and submitted false attested 
documents to the Ministry of 
Railways," the CBI claimed 
in a press statement.

Further investigation is 
continuing, the investigation 
agency added.

The alleged scam occurred 
when Yadav was Railway 
Minister between 2004 
and 2009. Apart from the 
RJD leader, the chargesheet 
also includes the name of  
the then Railway General 
Manager.

The FIR, registered in the 
matter earlier, reads that 
during the period 2004 to 
2009 various persons were 
appointed as substitutes in 
group D posts in different 
zones of the Railways in ex-
change for land, by the un-
known Public Servants of 
the Indian Railway and later 
they were regularised.

It was further alleged that 
unknown Public Servants 
of the Indian Railway did 
not follow the instruc-
tions/ guidelines etc issued 
by the department during 
the relevant period for the  
appointment of substitutes 
in group D posts in Railways.

CBI SUMMONS TEJASHWI 
YADAV'S SECRETARY
TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH MEA

Under the two-week 53rd Ca-
pacity Building Programme 
in the Field Administration 
for the Civil Servants of 
Bangladesh, inaugurated at 
the National Centre for Good 
Governance (NCGG) in Mus-
soorie on Tuesday, 1,800 civ-
il servants of Bangladesh will 
be provided training in part-
nership with the Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA)  
by 2025.

The National Centre for 
Good Governance was set 
up in 2014 by the Govern-
ment of India as a top-tier 
institution in the country 

that focuses on policy re-
forms, training, and capacity 
building, the official state-
ment of the Ministry of Per-
sonnel, Public Grievances  
& Pensions said in  a  
press release.

Moreover, the National 
Centre for Good Governance 
also works as a think tank.

Fifteen hundred civil ser-
vants of Bangladesh have 
been imparted training at 
NCGG prior to 2019, and 
now, after the successful 
completion of phase-I, ca-
pacity building of another 
1,800 civil servants of Ban-
gladesh has been taken up, 
which is planned to be com-
pleted by 2025.

1,800 BABUS OF BANGLADESH 
TO BE IMPARTED TRAINING
TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI

IN DEFAMATION CASE

 

The Bombay High Court has 
reserved its order on a plea 
filed by actor Salman Khan 
against a Mumbai court or-
der refusing to issue him an 
interim relief in a defamation 
case filed by him against his 
Panvel farmhouse neigh-
bour Ketan Kakkar.

Sessions Court had earlier 
refused to pass a restraining 
order against his neighbour 
Ketan Kakkar's post which 
Salman moved the Bombay 
High Court. On Tuesday, the 
High Court, after hearing the 
matter, reserved its order. In 
August this year, Salman 
filed an appeal in the Bom-
bay High Court against the 
Sessions Court's earlier or-
der which refused to pass a 
restraining order against his 

Panvel farmhouse neigh-
bour NRI Ketan Kakkar.

In his plea before the High 
Court, Salman said that 
Ketan has made several so-
cial media posts against him 
which were defamatory.

He added that Ketan's posts 
are not only defamatory and 
derogatory against him but 
also communally biased and 
create a communal divide.

The verdict of Sessions 
Court Judge AH Laddhad 
was pronounced on March 
23, the detailed order of 
which came later.

The verdict noted that Ketan 
had placed on record evidence 
like complaints and show-
cause notices to Salman about 
the allegations of encroach-
ments by the actor in his Pan-
vel property, the 100-acre 
farm, in the public interest as 
a "whistle-blower".

HC RESERVES ORDER ON 
SALMAN KHAN'S PLEA 
TDG NETWORK 
MUMBAI

INNOVATION HUB

Highlighting the role 
of talent, Prime 
Minister Narendra 

Modi on Tuesday said that 
India is a young nation with 
a great innovative spirit, 
adding that the number of 
unicorn startups has almost 
doubled since 2021.

"India is a young nation 
with a great innovative spir-
it," the Prime Minister said 
while addressing the United 
Nations World Geospatial 
International Congress vir-
tually. "India is one of the top 
startup hubs in the world 
with the number of unicorn 
startups having almost dou-
bled since 2021- a testimony 
to India's young talent," he 
added.

The theme of the second 
UNWGIC is "Geo Enabling 
the Global Village--No one 
must be left behind."

Welcoming International 
delegates, the Prime Minis-
ter said, "the people of India 
are happy to host you on 

this historic occasion as we 
build our future together." 
Expressing his happiness 
at the conference happen-
ing in Hyderabad, the Prime 
Minister said that the city is 
known for its culture and 
cuisine, its hospitality."

"We have been working on 
a vision of Antyodaya which 

means empowering the last 
person at the last mile, in 
a mission mode," he said 
pointing out that the theme 
of the conference, 'Geo-en-
abling the Global Village: No 
one should be left behind can 
be seen in the steps India has 
taken over the last few years.

Sanitation facilities were 

taken to 110 million families 
and tap water connections 
to over 60 million families, 
he added, underlining that 
"India is ensuring no one is 
left behind."

Technology and talent 
are the two pillars that  
are key to India's develop-
ment journey. 

UNICORN STARTUPS ALMOST 
DOUBLED SINCE LAST YEAR: PM
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being felicitated by Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) supporters during a public 
rally at Jamkandorana in Rajkot Tuesday. 

TERROR FUNDING CASE

NIA CONDUCTS 
MULTIPLE 
RAIDS IN J&K

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday 
carried out searches at mul-
tiple locations in Jammu and 
Kashmir in a terror funding 
case having links to suspi-
cious activities of Al Huda 
Educational Trust in the 
Union Territory.

The anti-terror agency has 
been conducting searches 
at locations in the districts 
of Rajouri, Poonch, Jammu, 
Srinagar, Pulwama, Bud-
gam, Shopian and Bandip-
ora in Jammu and Kashmir. 
NIA sources said that the 
case is related to the suspi-
cious activities of Al Huda 
Educational Trust in the Ra-
jouri district in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The case was registered 
suo-moto by NIA about the 
funding pattern and activi-
ties of Al Huda Educational 
Trust, which is functioning 
as a frontal entity for Jamaat-
e-Islami Jammu and Kash-
mir, which was declared as 
an 'unlawful association' 
under UA(P)A in 2019.

AJAY JANDYAL 
SRINAGAR

RELIEF FOR JAIN

Delhi HC closes proceedings 
against Satyendar Jain in 
Benami transaction cases

The Delhi High Court on 
Monday granted relief by al-
lowing Delhi minister Saty-
endar Jain's plea challenging 
proceedings against him un-
der the Benami Transaction 
(Prohibition) Amendment 
Act 2016. The High court has 
closed all the proceedings 
against him under the Act.

Justice Yashwant Varma 
granted relief to Jain noting 
the Supreme Court ruling 
that the application of the 
law cannot be retrospective. 
The court said that in the 
wake of the Supreme Court 
ruling, proceedings against 
Jain and other petitioners 
should also be quashed.

"Accordingly, in view of 

the law as declared by the 
SC, instant writ petitions are 
allowed. All impugned pro-
ceedings under the enact-
ment shall stand closed, the 
court said in an oral order.

The order came while 
hearing the petitions related 

to alleged Benami transac-
tions. Earlier, the court had 
directed the authorities not  
to take coercive action 
against Jain.

Jain is in judicial custody in 
a money laundering case. He 
was arrested on May 30.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

SC ISSUES NOTICE TO ED ON JAIN'S PLEA 
CHALLENGING DELHI HIGH COURT ORDER

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Tuesday issued 
notice to the Enforcement Directorate (ED) regarding 
Satyendar Jain's plea challenging the Delhi High Court 
upholding the trial Court order allowing the agency's peti-
tion to transfer his case to another judge. A bench headed 
by Justice MR Shah asked the ED to file a response on 
Satyendar Jain's plea. Satyendar Jain had challenged the 
Delhi HC order which upheld the trial court order of trans-
ferring his bail plea. The Delhi high court had dismissed 
the plea of Delhi minister Satyendar Jain challenging the 
Principal District and Sessions Court order allowing ED 
petition to transfer his case to another judge.

AS DENGUE CASES RISE

Delhi hospitals 
told to keep beds 
reserved for patients

The Delhi Government has 
asked all the hospitals to 
reserve 10-15% of their hos-
pital beds for vector borne 
diseases (VBD) patients, tak-
ing cognizance of the current 
situation of vector-borne dis-
ease (VBD) cases, especially 
dengue.

The government has asked 
the hospitals and nursing 
homes to ensure that no pa-
tient suffering from Dengue 
fever or any other VBD is 
denied admission on account 
of lack of beds in the hospi-
tal. The latest order issued 
by the government's health 

department also states that 
all the government and 
private hospitals that have 
beds reserved for admitting 
COVID-19 patients, should 
use those beds for dengue or 
VBD patients if those beds 
are lying vacant.

Deputy CM Manish Sisodia 
who also holds the portfolio 
of Health Minister currently 
said in a statement, "Present 
weather conditions are the 
peak transmission period 
for VBD like dengue. Cases 
have seen a sharp rise in the 
last two weeks but there is 
no need to panic as all the 
arrangements have been set 
in place to provide treatment 
to patients at hospitals. 

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

SPECIALISED UNIT 

CRPF conducts first 
'Bastariya Battallion' 
recruitment drive 

The Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) has started a 
recruitment drive to select 
400 candidates from South 
Chhattisgarh to strengthen 
its "Bastariya Battallion".

The ten-day drive organ-
ised between 10 October and 
20 October aimed at select-
ing 400 candidates for the 
rank of Constable for general 
duty in the CRPF's "Bastari-
ya Battallion"— which the 
CRPF raised in 2016-17 by 
recruiting locals who have 
knowledge of language, 
culture, topography, and de-
mography in the force.

CRPF officials said the 
drive "received an over-
whelming response from 
the local youths who are par-
ticipating in huge numbers 
with a strong desire to serve  
the nation."

"The overwhelming re-
sponse is a result of the 
move adopted by the Minis-
try of Home Affairs to ease 
the eligibility criteria for 
local youths from Bijapur, 
Dantewada, and Sukma so 
that they can join the CRPF," 
a senior CRPF official said.

The move comes almost 
four months after the Central 
government eased educa-
tional criteria for Chhattis-
garh tribals to join the CRPF.

RAKESH SINGH
NEW DELHI 

INCESSANT RAIN

34,000 people of 3 districts 
affected in Assam floods

Nearly 34,000 people in-
cluding 8,378 children 
from three districts of As-
sam have been affected by 
the floods.

The water levels of many 
rivers are rising follow-
ing incessant rain in parts 
of Assam and Arunachal 
Pradesh in the past couple 
of days and flood waters 
submerged 46 villages in 
Dhemaji, Dibrugarh and 
Lakhimpur districts. Ac-
cording to the Assam State 
Disaster  Management 
Authority (ASDMA), the 
water level of the Brahma-
putra river is flowing above 
the danger level mark at 
Neamatighat in Jorhat.

A total of 15,084 people 
have been affected alone in 
the Dhemaji district while 
14,895 people were affected 
in Lakhimpur and 3,857 in 
the Dibrugarh district.

The flood report of ASD-
MA stated that 22 villages 
in the Dhemaji district, 23 
in the Lakhimpur district 
and one village in the Di-
brugarh district have been 
affected by the current 
wave of flood.

The flood waters have 
submerged 1,300 hectares 
of cropland in three dis-
tricts.The Dhemaji district 
administration has set up 
six relief distribution cen-
tres in flood-hit areas.

On the other hand, nearly 
11,000 domestic animals 
have also been affected 
by floods in Dhemaji and 
Lakhimpur districts.

The flood waters on Tues-
day partially damaged one 
embankment at the Now-
boicha area in the Lakhim-
pur district, and two roads 
in Dhemaji and Lakhimpur 
districts. 

The flood waters have sub-
merged 1,300 hectares of 
cropland in three districts.

The Dhemaji district ad-
ministration has set up six 
relief distribution centres in 
flood-hit areas.

On the other hand, nearly 
11,000 domestic animals 
have also been affected by 
floods in Dhemaji and Lakh-
impur districts.

The flood waters on Tues-
day partially damaged one 
embankment at the Now-
boicha area in the Lakhim-
pur district, and two roads 
in Dhemaji and Lakhimpur 
districts.

TDG NETWORK
GUWAHATI

MORE THAN 200 FAMILIES AFFECTED  
DUE TO FLOODS IN DHEMAJI DISTRICT
DHEMAJI: More than 200 families from several villages 
in Assam's Dhemaji district have been affected by fresh 
floods, triggered by heavy rainfall in the last few days, 
said the district officials on Tuesday. The water level of 
the Siang river and several tributaries has been increas-
ing and inundated as many as 10 villages under Jonai 
sub-division in the region following heavy rainfall in parts 
of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. The flood waters have 
submerged several hectares of cropland, and roads under 
the Dikhari and Telam Village Panchayat areas.
Many villagers have been forced to leave their homes and 
take shelter in safer places after flood waters entered 
their residences. According to local administration, as 
many as 200 families in the area have been affected by the 
flood, the officials informed.
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“It was a pleasure to meet the Hon’ble Avi 
Dichter (@avidichter) at the #IPU145 in 
Rwanda today. Have done a lot of work with @
IsraelinIndia to promote engagement and had 
the pleasure to be hosted by Ambassador @
NaorGilon recently. Looking forward to many 
more such meetings. #TeamIndiaAtIPU @
IPUParliament,” MP Kartikeya Sharma said 
regarding his meeting with Avi Dichter, Chair-
man of the Foreign Affairs and Defense Com-
mittee, former Minister of Internal Security, 
former Head of Shin Bet.

MP Kartikeya Sharma with Avi Dichter.

“Had a great conversation with Martin Chun-
gong (@MartinChungong) Secretary General 
of the Inter Parliamentary Union. Had the 
opportunity to thank him for the great effort 
of his team in organising and hosting #Tea-
mIndiaAtIPU and scores of other MPs from 
across the world. Looking forward to hosting 
you in India soon Martin ji. @IPUParliament,” 
Kartikeya sharma tweeted after his meeting 
with Martin Chungong, Secretary General, IPU 
Parliament.

MP kartikeya Sharma with Martin Chungong.

KARTIKEYA SHARMA AT WORLD FORUM

‘GENDER EQUALITY ENSHRINED IN 
INDIAN CONSTITUTION’

Participating a session of 
145th Assembly of the 
Inter-Parliamentary 

Union (IPU) here on Tues-
day, Indian parliamentarian 
Kartikeya Sharma strongly 
advocated the need of gen-
der equality and a society 
free from violence against 
women. 

Kartikeya Sharma is at-
tending the IPU programme 
as a part of 12-member Indi-
an parliamentary delegation, 
led by Deputy Chairman 
of Rajya Sabha, Harivansh. 
The Rwandan parliament is 
hosting the 5-day 145th IPU, 
began on Tuesday. The meet-
ing is being attended by more 
than a thousand delegates 
from 120 IPU member par-
liaments including India, 
including 60 presidents and 
vice-presidents.

While speaking the session 
‘‘Gender-sensitive parlia-
ments: Parliaments free from 
sexism, harassment and 
violence against women”, the 
young MP said, “In India, the 
principle of gender equality 
is enshrined in our Constitu-
tion. The Parliament of In-
dia has also enacted several 
progressive laws to protect 
women against discrimina-
tion, violence, atrocities and 
also to eradicate social evils.”

He acknowledged that the 
data regrettably tell us there 
is still a lot of work needs to 
be done for a gender-sensi-
tive Parliament. “It is high 
time for introspection among 

us to make Parliament 
free from sexism, harass-
ment and violence against  
women.”

However, the Indian gov-
ernment’s efforts to make our 
Parliament gender sensitive 
and the society as a whole 
had a large part of Kartikeya 
Sharma’s maiden speech in 
the world forum. He said, 
“The 73rd and 74th Constitu-
tional Amendments provid-
ed for reservation of 33 per 
cent of seats for women in the 
local bodies of governance 
that is in the Panchayats and 
Municipal Bodies.”

“It also provides for at least 
one-third reservation for 
women to the office of Chair-
person in these bodies. Some 
of the Indian States have 
already raised the reserva-
tion level up to 50 per cent 
to provide for still wider par-
ticipation,” he further added, 
“I am also happy to inform 
that over 46 per cent of the 
total elected representatives 
in Panchayats and Municipal  
Bodies are women.”

He mentioned that the cur-
rent 17th Lok Sabha returned 
a record 78 women members 
to the Lok Sabha, the highest 
ever representation for Indian 
Lok Sabha.  The MP also said 
that the government ensured 
gender-sensitive facilities for 
women members such as 
crèche and Ladies’ Lounge. 
“We also have a Complaints 
Committee for Redressal of 
Sexual Harassment of Wom-
en Employees,” he added.

“In the current Lok Sabha, 
Hon’ble Speaker, Shri Om 
Birla has taken initiatives to 
enable women members to 
effectively participate in the 
deliberations of the House. 
In the initial Sessions of the 
House, out of the 46 first time 
elected women MPs, 42 spoke 
during Zero Hour,” he said. 
Kartikeya Sharma also said 
that it is the duty of a mem-
ber of parliament to ensure a 
conducive environment, free 
of sexism and sexual harass-
ment and violence against 
women.

“To achieve this, it requires 

first and foremost having a 
strong commitment at the 
highest political level and 
change of mind-sets,” he 
opined.

The young MP informed the 
attending members, “Today 
under the visionary leader-
ship of our Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi, and India 
has moved from a paradigm 
of women’s development to 
women-led development. I 
am proud to say that we are 
moving with the vision of a 
new India where women are 
equal partners in fast paced 
and sustainable national de-
velopment. I take pride in say-
ing that we have just elected a 
woman as the President of 
India.”

Kartikeya Sharma said, ”I 
appreciate the IPU’s new re-
port on sexism, harassment 
and violence against women 
Parliamentarians and parlia-
mentary staff in Parliaments 
around the world, which pro-
vides important data and ex-
amples of good parliamentary 
practices.”

TDG NETWORK 
KIGALI 

MP Kartikeya Sharma at the 145th Assembly of IPU.

Kartikeya Shrma  at the IPU meet.

Kartikeya Sharma attending the event in Kigali.

Kartikeya Sharma preparing for his speech.
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top of the day

PM extends 
greetings on 
Parkash Purab 
of guru raMdas
New Delhi: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
conveyed greetings on 
the occasion of Parkash 
Purab of Guru Ramdas, on 
Tuesday. The famous Guru 
Ramdas was the 4th Sikh 
Guru and has immense 
contributions to Sikh 
history. PM Modi said that 
Guru Ramdas Ji made an 
indelible contribution to 
Sikh history and culture, 
emphasising service 
and compassion. Taking 
Twitter, PM said, “i bow 
to Sri Guru Ramas Ji on 
the auspicious occasion 
of his Parkash Purab. he 
has made an indelible 
contribution to Sikh his-
tory and culture with an 
emphasis on service and 
compassion.” PM also 
hailed Guru Ramdas as 
an outstanding poet and 
his works reflected a pure 
spirit of devotion.” The 
birth anniversary of Guru 
Ram Dass is celebrated as 
Parkash Divas or Parkash 
Gurpurab. 

Punjab Police 
busts 5 terror 
Modules, 
arrests 17
ChaNDiGaRh: Punjab 
Police has busted five ter-
rorist modules in the state 
and also arrested 17 ter-
rorists in the last 10 days, 
according to the police on 
Monday. The Police have 
also recovered four rifles 
including aKs/MP-9/MP-5 
and 25 revolvers/pistols 
from their possession. 
apart from this, the Police 
teams have also recovered 
three hand grenades and 
one ieD, said a police 
official. inspector General 
of Police (iGP) headquar-
ters Sukhchain Singh 
Gill, while addressing his 
weekly press conference 
here on Monday said that 
the police is making every 
effort to maintain peace 
and harmony in the state. 

cong is a divided 
house in haryana 
ahead of 
adaMPur by-Polls
ChaNDiGaRh: The 
adampur assembly by-
election that was necessi-
tated after Bhavya’s father 
Kuldeep Bishnoi quit the 
Congress and joined the 
BJP, is to be held next 
month. a tough battle is 
on the cards in the hot 
seat adampur as all par-
ties namely the ruling BJP, 
the main opposition party 
Congress and the aam 
aadmi party (aaP) are 
believed to be in a neck to 
neck fight. Congress lead-
ers are making tall claims 
of winning the adampur 
battle. amid this, the 
party continues to witness 
increasing feud among its 
senior leaders namely Bh-
upendra Singh hudda, the 
leader Of Opposition and 
Kiran Chaudhary ahead 
of bypolls which added to 
the party high command 
Kiran Chaudhary’s latest 
comments clearly indicate 
that all is not well in the 
party. She took on hooda  
indirectly stating that the 
party is being run one 
sided leadership in the 
state that is most likely to 
harm the party forthcom-
ing adampur by elections.   
One person is taking all 
key decisions in the state 
unit of the party without 
consulting other  
senior leaders.

in hiMachal Pradesh 

With hoMe-Made ‘hiMachali 
bhalles’, kangana ranaut 
Meets state chief Minister 

Kangana Ranaut, who is 
busy with the filming of 
her much-awaited movie 
‘Emergency’, met Himachal 
Pradesh Chief Minister Jai 
Ram Thakur in Manali on 
Tuesday.

Taking to Instagram 
stories, the ‘Queen’ actor 
dropped a series of pictures 
from the meeting with the 
CM Jai Ram Thakur. In the 
first image, Kangana was 
seen in a discussion with Jai 
Ram Thakur and others at 
CM’s home.

“Today Honorable Chief 
Minister of Himachal Jai-
ramthakur ji met at his 
home... his Simplicity and 
love for Himachal are both 
inspiring,” she captioned 
the picture.

In the second image, the 
‘Dhaakad’ was seen enjoy-

ing breakfast and having 
fun chat at a round table 
with Himachal Pradesh CM 
and others.

“Mom specially made Him-
achali bhalles and babrus as 
breakfast for our Chief Min-
ister, which he ate and really 
loved,” the caption reads.

In the next photo features 
35-year-old actor, CM Jai 
Ram Thakur and a Member 
of Himachal’s Legislative 
Assembly Govind Singh 
Thakur.

She mentioned Govind 
Singh Thakur in the cap-
tion. She wrote, “he’s been 
my neighbour but got the op-
portunity to meet him today 
in all these years.”

Meanwhile, Kangana will 
be next seen in director 
Sarvesh Mewara’s directo-
rial ‘Tejas’. The film will fea-
ture Ranaut in the role of an 
Air Force pilot. The official 
release date is still awaited.

TDG NeTwork
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headache for coPs

gangster deePak 
tinu fled to Pakistan

Deepak Tinu’s escape from 
the Punjab Police custody 
already has put the Police de-
partment in fix yet as per the 
Intelligence Bureau input, 
Deepak Tinu successfully 
has escaped to Pakistan. On 
this particular issue, Sidhu 
Mossewala’s father Balkaur 
Singh Sidhu did speak in a 
public gathering that Pun-
jab Police are busy taking 
selfies with gangsters and 
are busy taking them to meet 
girlfriends. 

Debunking the rumor that 
Deepak Tinu’s girlfriend was 
a Punjab Police Personnel, 
Inspector General of Police 
(IGP) headquarters Sukh-
chain Singh Gill said that 
the accused girl is a makeup 
artist. 

While asking ASI Pritpal 
Singh that he has many cor-
ruption cases running in 
Punjab and Haryana High 
Court then how come Pun-
jab Police give such a sensi-
tive job to the tainted officer? 
Gill said that he has no idea 
about these cases and he will 
further investigate this too. 

The Punjab Anti-Gangster 
Task Force (AGTF) team has 
arrested Tinu’s girlfriend 
(Jatinder Kaur) from Mum-
bai. 

Tinu escaped custody on 
the intervening night of 
October 1 and 2. A senior 
official of Punjab Police 
told TDG that during her 
interrogation, it came to 
light that Tinu had made a 
well-planned escape plan 
in Goindwal Sahib Jail. The 
Punjab Police are tight-
lipped over this develop-
ment and no senior official 
is ready to speak on this case.

Tinu, an A-category gang-
ster and one of the accused 
in the Moose Wala murder 
case, had escaped from the 
custody of the Mansa police 
on the intervening night of 
October 1 and 2. 

A native of Bhiwani in 
Haryana, Tinu had earlier 
escaped from the custody of 
the Haryana Police in June 
2017 after his aide Sampat 
Nehra sprayed pepper in 
the eyes of a police officer 
at the Panchkula Civil Hos-
pital. He was re-arrested in 
December of that year from 
Bengaluru.

TaruNi GaNDhi
ChaNDiGaRh

After completion of 18 
months, the Amputee Man-
agement Group at PGI has 
made great strides in the 
management and rehabili-
tation of patients with Am-
putation. Since inception, 
the PGI have registered 
more than 350 amputees 
and for all these patients, 
their endeavor has been 
to create a paradigm shift 
from providing “survival of 
amputee” to giving “life to 
amputees”. “It is hugely sat-
isfying that we could make 
a visible difference to their 
lives through a focused ap-
proach and holistic care 
under our initiative of AM-
PUTEE Care Clinic,” stated 
Prof M.S. Dhillon, Head, 
Deptt. of Orthopedics, 
PGIMER while sharing the 
progress made under AM-
PUTEE  Care Clinic here at 
PGIMER today.  

 Prof. Dhillon stated, 
“With our belief that the 
management of these cases 
does not end with the am-

putation surgery but re-
quires the involvement of 
various specialists to cater 
to the social, emotional, and 
psychological problems, as 
well as requiring vocational 
counseling and social sup-
port for full rehabilitation 
into society as a functional 
member, a comprehensive 
Amputee care Clinic came 
into being in February 2021 
by roping in specialists 
from the various facet of 
medicine.”  

 “We started our journey 
to provide wholesome and 

holistic care to patients with 
amputation with the above 
aims in mind. Over the last 
18 months the “PGI Ampu-
tee Clinic” has evolved into 
a one-of-a-kind special-
ized clinic involving faculty 
members from the depart-
ments of Orthopaedics, 
PMR (Physical and Medical 
Rehabilitation), Psychia-
try, Occupational therapy, 
Physiotherapy, Nursing 
care, and Prosthetists, all 
working as a cohesive unit 
to help the patients to return 
to the society as a healthy 

individual with satisfactory 
physical, emotional, and 
mental wellbeing,” added 
Prof. Dhillon while taking 
the audience through the 
experience of 18 months.  

 Prof. Dhillon while pay-
ing gratitude to the philan-
thropist who made this mis-
sion possible highlighted, 
“Since its inception, we 
have registered more than 
350 amputees. Most of 
them had to undergo am-
putations due to roadside 
accidents or railway track 
injuries; however, a few 

had undergone amputation 
due to cancer or congenital 
deformities. As more than 
85% of our patients are male 
and the majority of them are 
in the peak productive years 
of their life (25-50 years), 
the loss of limb becomes not 
only a personal loss but also 
a financial loss to the fam-
ily especially when it loses 
the services of its sole bread 
earner. More than 90% of 
the patients belong to low 
to middle socioeconomic 
strata and the majority of 
them have no social security 
or insurance.”

 Endorsing the need for 
community engagement 
to take forward the initia-
tive, Prof. Dhillon elabo-
rated, “With the support of 
the PGI and some philan-
thropic Industrials, we are 
happy to inform that PGI 
has started to fabricate “in-
house prosthesis“(artificial 
limbs) at our prosthetic 
center, which is a big move 
forward as patients do not 
spend huge amounts for 
procurement of prosthesis 
from outside agencies.”

TaruNi GaNDhi
ChaNDiGaRh

ParadigM shift

18 months, 350 amputees: 
A journey to life from darkness

regularising services

Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann on 
Tuesday said that 

the state government will 
soon complete the process 
of regularising the remain-
ing 28,000 contractual 
employees in the state, said 
the Punjab government in a 
press release.

While addressing the 
newly recruited of PWD and 
PSPCL staff at the Munici-
pal Bhawan, the Punjab CM 
said, “The entire process is 
being carried out legally for 
safeguarding the interests 
of these employees and soon 
they will get the good news.” 
The Chief Minister said that 
the state government is com-
mitted to regularising the 
services of these employees. 
He said that services 8736 
employees have already been 
regularised and the process 
of regularising that of others 
is in pipeline.

CM Mann said this would 
be completed very soon to 
secure the future of the re-
maining employees.

The CM further said that 
the previous government 
had made various appoint-
ments to ‘Group C’ and 
‘Group D’ level posts on a 
contract and temporary 
basis. He said that some of 
such employees have now 
been put in a period of more 
than 10 years and had given 
their prime years of life in 
service to the state, the re-
lease stated.

Bhagwant Mann said that 
his government had realized 
it well that now at this stage, 
to relieve these employees or 
to replace them in this capac-
ity in service with another 
set of people will be unjus-
tified and improper, due to 
which this decision has been 
taken. 

The Chief Minister said 
that his government is to-
tally against the contractual 
system of employment as it 

is highly exploitative. He said 
that these employees have to 
work at very meagre rates 
due to which they have to 
suffer a lot. Bhagwant Mann 
said that this has pushed the 
future of youth towards 
darkness adding that the 
need of the hour is to chan-
nel the unbounded energy of 
youth in a positive direction.

The Chief Minister further 
said that his government will 
soon complete the process 
of recruiting 2100 Assistant 

Lineman in the PSPCL. He 
said that this will provide 
employment opportunities 
to youth on one hand and en-
sure the best power services 
to people on the other.

Bhagwant Mann un-
equivocally said that the 
state government is laying 
a major thrust on filling all 
the vacant posts in several 
departments.

The Chief Minister said 
that ever since he assumed 
the charge of the office on 

March 16th, a major thrust 
has been laid on providing 
jobs to the youth. He said 
that till now 18543 youth had 
been given government jobs 
in the state.

Bhagwant Mann said that 
this month 2500 cops are 
being recruited in the Police 
department too, adding that 
his government is committed 
to eradicating the menace of 
unemployment from the 
state.

Congratulating the newly 
recruited youth, the Chief 
Minister said that it is a mat-
ter of immense pride and 
satisfaction for him that 
instead of moving abroad 
these youth have preferred 
to serve their motherland. 
He said that now these youth 
have become integral parts 
of the government adding 
that now should serve the 
people with missionary zeal.

Bhagwant Mann expressed 
hope that the new recruits 
will use their pen to help  
the needy.

Punjab govt to soon regularise 
28,000 contractual eMPloyees
TDG NeTwork
ChaNDiGaRh

Since inception, the PGI have registered more than 350 amputees.

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Jairam Thakur 
presided over the cultural 
night of International Kullu 
Dussehra on Monday eve-
ning.

Famous folk singer Inder-
jeet regaled the jam-packed 
Lal Chand Prarthi Kala Ken-
dra with his soulful voice. 
Chief Minister also released 
a song based on the develop-
ment journey the state has 
witnessed during the last 
about five years. The song 
has been sung by noted folk 
singer Inderjeet.

Earlier, civic reception and 
dinner was hosted by Kullu 
Nagar Parishad in honour of 
the Chief Minister.

Education Minister Govind 
Singh Thakur honoured the 
Chief Minister by presenting 

Himachali cap and muffler 
on the occasion.

MLAs Jawahar Thakur, 
Surender Shourie and Kish-
ori Lal Sagar and Vice Chair-
man HPMC Ram Singh were 
among those present on the 
occasion, according to a press 
release.

The Chief Minister earlier 
visited exhibition stalls put 
up by the various depart-

ments of the state govern-
ment, Boards, Corporations, 
NGOs, self-help groups on 
the occasion of Kullu Dusseh-
ra at the Dhalpur ground.

He envisaged keen interest 
in the exhibitions. The Chief 
Minister also visited the chief 
deity Raghunath camp, per-
formed puja there, and par-
ticipated in the folk dance 
“Lalri” on occasion.

glittering night

Himachal CM presides over 
cultural night of International 
Kullu Dussehra
TDG NeTwork 
Kullu

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Jai Ram Thakur on 
Tuesday said that in the last 
five years the BJP govern-
ment had ensured balanced 
and equitable development 
of every region of the State.

He also inaugurated and 
laid the foundation stones of 
183 developmental projects 
worth Rs. 1008.42 crore 
from Kullu today for vari-
ous assembly constituencies 
of the State. These include 
the inauguration of devel-
opmental works worth Rs 
360.96 crore and founda-
tion stones of developmen-
tal works worth Rs 647.46 
crore.

While addressing the event 
virtually, the Chief Minister 
said, “The State Govern-
ment during the last about 
five years had ensured bal-
anced and equitable devel-
opment of every region of 
the State. He said that today 
he has inaugurated and laid 
foundation stones of 183 de-
velopmental projects worth 
Rs 1008 crore.”

Thakur said that for 
Hamirpur district he has to-
day inaugurated four devel-
opmental projects worth Rs 
20.40 crore and laid founda-
tion stones of three projects 
worth Rs 33.82 crore.

“For Kangra district, he has 
today inaugurated 28 devel-
opmental projects worth Rs 
108.98 crore and laid foun-
dation stones of 30 projects 
worth Rs. 225.35 crore,” he 
said.

The Chief Minister further 
said that for three constitu-
encies of Solan district, he 
has inaugurated one devel-
opmental project worth Rs 

1.33 crore and laid founda-
tion stones of 8 projects 
worth Rs. 18.45 crore.

“For Una district, I have 
today inaugurated 8 devel-
opmental projects worth 
Rs. 39.69 crore and laid 
foundation stones of 5 proj-
ects worth Rs 30.28 crore. 
For three constituencies of 
Shimla district, he has in-
augurated 7 developmental 
projects worth Rs. 45.16 
crore and laid foundation 
stones of 1 project worth Rs. 
3.31 crore,” he added.

He said that for the Mandi 
district, he inaugurated 
15 developmental projects 
worth Rs 54.54 crore and 
laid the foundation stones of 
14 projects worth Rs 108.32 
crore.

The Chief Minister said 
that for Bilaspur district he 
inaugurated six develop-
mental projects worth Rs 
56.61 crore and laid foun-
dation stones of 22 projects 
worth Rs 101.88 crore.

He also inaugurated 10 de-
velopmental projects worth 
Rs 38.25 crore and laid the 
foundation stones of 21 proj-
ects worth Rs 126.05 crore 
for the Kullu district.

During the event, the Chief 
Minister virtually trans-
ferred Rs 1 crore for various 
scholarship schemes of the 
Himachal Pradesh Board 
of School Education for the 
school students of the State 
and also 10,000 smart-
phones would be provided 
for school students.

Education Minister Go-
vind Singh Thakur, MLAs 
Surender Shourie, Chair-
man HP Board of School 
Education Dr Suresh Soni 
and Deputy Commissioner 
Kullu Ashutosh Garg were 
present at Kullu.

hiMachal Pradesh

Govt ensured 
balanced, equitable 
development of every 
region: CM Thakur

TDG NeTwork 
Kullu

Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann at the Municipal Bhawan. 

Himachal CM with the dignitaries present on the occasion.



6 nation the daily guardian review
wedne sday |  12  october 2022
new delhi

BSF SeizeS over 
9 kg heroin 
hidden in Soap 
caSeS in aSSam
The Border Security 
Force (BSF) on Tuesday 
seized 9.477 kg heroin 
worth Rs 47.4 crore 
from a truck in Assam’s 
Karimganj district in a 
joint operation car-
ried out along with the 
police. The drug was 
filled in 764 soap cases 
and hidden in a cavity 
made in the ceiling of 
the truck cabin. The raid 
was carried out by the 
BSF’s 7th Battalion of 
Mizoram and Cachar 
Frontier along with 
Karimganj Police. The 
raiding team inter-
cepted the truck bearing 
registration number 
AS-11- BC-7975 near 
New Karimganj Railway 
Station at 1 am, BSF 
said in a statement. 

hccB, TaSk To 
joinTly Train 
10,000 college 
STudenTS 
Hindustan Coca-Cola 
Beverages (HCCB) and 
the Telangana Academy 
for Skill and Knowledge 
(TASK), set forth the 
MoU on Tuesday, to 
help college students in 
the state gain job skills. 
Under this association, 
HCCB and TASK will 
jointly work towards 
training 10,000 college 
students from Telan-
gana in the next 2 years. 
70% of the beneficiaries 
from this program will 
be from rural areas and 
30% from the urban 
areas. 

army day parade 
To Be held in 
Bengaluru on  
15 january 
NEW DELHI: Next year, 
the Army Day Parade 
will be held in Benga-
luru as part of initiatives 
to hold major events 
outside the national 
capital region. Army 
Day is held on January 
15 every year to mark 
the taking over of first 
Indian officer as Com-
mander-in-Chief of the 
Indian Army on this day 
in 1949. As part of the 
initiatives in line with 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s directives to 
celebrate national and 
military events outside 
Delhi, the Indian Air 
Force held its Air Force 
Day parade and flypast 
in Chandigarh. 

lg direcTS delhi 
govT on rTi 
implemenTaTion
NEW DELHI: Lieuten-
ant Governor (LG) Delhi, 
Vinai Kumar Saxena 
directs the Delhi gov-
ernment for corrective 
actions after Central 
Information Commis-
sion (CIC) writes to the 
LG pointing out the non-
implementation and 
subversion of the RTI 
Act, 2005 by the Arvind 
Kejriwal Government. 
"Arvind Kejriwal who 
made a career out of 
damning political rivals 
and individuals on the 
basis of allegations 
made out of informa-
tion gathered under the 
Right to Information Act 
(RTI) is now heading a 
government that stands 
out as the single big-
gest road-block in the 
implementation of RTI," 
CIC said. 

top of the day
agiTaTion 

Telangana Pradesh 
Congress Commit-
tee (TPCC) Presi-

dent Revanth Reddy on 
Tuesday claimed that the 
Congress party office in 
Chandur was set on fire 
by some miscreants and 
demanded stern action 
against the culprits.

“Some miscreants set fire 
to the office of the Congress 
party in Chandur Mandal, 
Center of Munugodu Con-
stituency, and burnt the 
party office and campaign 
materials,” said Revanth 
Reddy, threatening to stage 
a dharna at the SP office if 
miscreants are not arrested 

within 24 hours.
He further said that even 

if the party’s blocks are de-
molished or party offices 
are burnt, Congress’ flag 

will always be flying high 
and the victory of Congress 
cannot be stopped with 
such evil actions.

TPCC Chief Revanth also 

said that if stern action was 
not taken by the adminis-
tration, they would have to 
face consequences.

If the accused are not ar-

rested, Revanth says an agi-
tation will be held against 
the TRS and BJP. 

Meanwhile, the ruling 
Telangana Rashtra Samithi 
(TRS) on 20 August started 
its campaign for the Munu-
gode Assembly seat in a 
by-election. Chief Minister 
KCR had gone to the Munu-
gode Assembly constituen-
cy to launch the Telangana 
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) 
campaign for the upcoming 
Munugode by-election.

The Munugodu assembly 
bypoll came after sitting 
Congress MLA Komat-
ireddy Raj Gopal Reddy re-
signed from his post in the 
party recently and joined 
the Bharatiya Janata Party.

TDG NeTwork
 NALGoNDA 

congreSS oFFice in Telangana’S 
munugode conSTiTuency SeT aBlaze

Shared by Pawan Khera, Chairman, Media & Publicity Deptt. All India Congress Committee, on Twitter.

Narayan Rane

Ishrat Akhtar
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proBe

CBI chargesheets A. Raja 
in disproportionate  
assets case

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has filed a 
charge-sheet against former 
Union Telecom Minister A 
Raja, who is the sitting MP 
from Tamil Nadu’s Nilgiris, 
in connection with a dispro-
portionate assets case regis-
tered in 2015, sources said.

The chargesheet was filed 
before a special CBI court 
in Chennai in August this 
year. The central probe 
agency alleged that during 
his tenure as Union Min-
ister for Environment and 
Forest in 2007, Raja had 
approved infrastructure 
status for a Delhi-based real 
estate company and alleg-

edly took favours, which 
were indirectly routed to 
him through a company 
owned by his friends and 
relatives.

The sources also informed 
us that Raja was in posses-
sion of wealth and pecuni-
ary resources that extended 
to Rs 5.53 crore, which is 
579% more than his known 
income sources.

The former union minis-
ter was first named by the 
CBI in an FIR registered in 
the 2G spectrum allocation 
case. He was named as ac-
cused by the CBI of bias in 
the allotment of airwaves 
and operating licences to 
telecom firms, causing a 
huge loss to the state exche-
quer.

moB lynching 

maharaShTra govT agreeS To TranSFer palghar 
proBe To cBi, rane SayS TruTh muST come ouT

criminal acTiviTieS

e-cropping SySTem 

Five associated with 
Dawood’s D company in 
extortion case arrested 

Andhra CM reviews agriculture, allied sectors
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MaDhu SharMa
HyDERABAD
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The Mumbai Crime Branch 
on Tuesday arrested five 
people associated with fugi-
tive don Dawood Ibrahim’s 
D company in connection 
with an extortion case.

The arrests by the crime 
branch’s Anti Extortion Cell 
come days after the Crime 
Branch held his close aide, 
Salim Fruit.

Salim Fruit is also a close 

associate of the gangsters 
Chhota Shakeel and Riyaz 
Bhati.

T h e  Mu mb a i  C r i m e 
Branch on 1 October took 
Salim Fruit, an accused in 
Rs 62 lakh extortion case 
and a relative of Chhota 
Shakeel, into its custody 
from jail after a court sent 
him to Crime Branch cus-
tody till 6 October.

Salim Fruit is the brother-
in-law of Dawood Ibrahim’s 
close aide Chhota Sha-

keel, who was arrested by 
the National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) in August.

The arrest was made in a 
case relating to the activities 
of D Company. The case was 
filed suo moto on 3 Febru-
ary, pertaining to terrorist 
or criminal activities.

On 26 September, an 
alleged aide of Dawood 
Ibrahim, Riyaz Bhati, was 
arrested by the Anti-Ex-
tortion Cell of the Mumbai 
Crime Branch.

TDG NeTwork
NEW DELHI

TDG NeTwork
NEW DELHI

indian cinema 

repreSenTaTion 

gunjan FoundaTion celeBraTeS 100 yearS oF Bollywood

kaShmir-BaSed 
inTernaTional BaSkeTBall 
player recallS ‘playing 
For india on wheelchair’

The Gunjan Foundation 
puts on a magnificent eve-
ning that transports the 
audience from the musical 
styles of the 1900s to the 
2000s. The audio-musical 
journey of Bollywood songs, 
“100 Years of Bollywood,” 
will be a fundraiser for the 
education of underprivi-
leged children. Founded in 
2004, the Gunjan Founda-
tion has been supporting 
marginalised children with 
its educational and welfare 
missions. The crowd was 
mesmerised by the changes 
in music throughout time, 
which also reflected our 
own mental evolution from 
Sanatan thinking to inde-
pendent India.

Taking us back to the his-
tory of Indian cinema and 
songs, Niche Entertainment 
and Gunjan Foundation, col-
laboratively, took us to the 
golden history of Indian cin-
ema, which kicked off with 
a dance to the song “Jai Ho 
(Slumdog Millionaire)” sung 
by Niche Entertainment art-
ists. The show presents a 
small clip from the movie, 
Raja Harish Chandra.

The trendy idea of music 
and playback singing in In-
dian cinema started with 

Alam Ara in 1931. The seven 
songs in Alam Ara revolu-
tionised the Indian music 
industry. The romanticis-
ing of Hindi music like Hum 
Hai Rahi Pyar Ke Hum Se 
Kuch Na Boliye, by SD Bur-
man, made the biggest hits, 
but with the influence of the 
Hollywood touch by com-
poser C. Ramchandra, songs 
got transformed. Songs like 
Shola Jo Badke, Dil Mera 
Dadke in Albela exemplify a 
significant change in Hindi 
music.

Evergreen singers like 
Kishore Kumar and Asha 
Bhonsle were particularly 
the favourites of the king of 
Bollywood music, RD Bur-
man. RD Burman wrote a 
number of hit songs, includ-
ing O Mere Dil K Chain, Piya 
Tu Ab To Aaja, Aanewala 
Pal Janewala Hai, and oth-
ers.

However, with the evolu-
tion of coloured films, the 
songs changed. In the 1960s, 
movies like Mughal-E-Azam 
were among the most expen-
sive, with songs like “Pyar 
Kiya To Darna Kya” becom-
ing huge hits. Cabaret item 
numbers such as Mai Kya 
Karu Ram Muje Buddha Mil 
Gya were introduced into 
Bollywood over time. It was 
claimed that the singer Lata 
Mangeshkar wasn’t pleased 

with the cabaret number in 
the movie Sangam.

During the 1970s, the idea 
of romance didn’t fade away, 
but the taste of the Indian 
audience changed. Action 
films were preferred, and 
with the slow advent of mod-
ern technology. In 1971, dur-
ing the Emergency, Hindi 
films reached new heights, 
reflecting the preference for 
action movies. The introduc-
tion of fizz and pop culture 
in Bollywood started with 
Dum Maro Dum, Piya Tu 
Ab To Aaja by Asha Bhosle, 
and Mehbooba Mehbooba 
(Sholay), bringing new 
styles to Indian music.

In the 1980s, realistic mov-
ies like Bandit Queen hit the 
theatres. This is also the 
first time that pirated cop-
ies of the movies have hit 
the market. Jhankar Beats, 
Disco nights, and Western 
music began to penetrate 
the Indian music industry. 

Songs like Aa Dekhe Zara, 
Ek Hasina Thi, Papa Kehte 
Hai Badha Naam Karega 
became popular. Om Shanti 
Om became the first quadra-
phonic song. Instrumental 
music is also slowly gaining 
popularity in the cinema. 
Salman Khan and Madhuri 
Dixit were some of the popu-
lar actresses during that era.

As the world took a step 
into 1990, the introduction 
of DVD, WWW, brought 
a massive change. The 
death of the founder of the 
T-Series, Gulshan Kumar, 
revealed the dark secret of 
Bollywood’s link to the un-
derworld. AR Rehman be-
came the trendsetter for 90s 
people with music like Dil 
Hai Chota Sa. Other com-
posers, such as Jatin-Lalit, 
created hit songs such as Koi 
Mil Gya and Tujhe Dekha To 
Yeh Jana Sanam.

The era of 2000 was filled 
with music like Dhoom 

Machale, Khwaja Mere Kh-
waja, Kal Ho Na Ho, which 
became the biggest hits 
amongst youngsters. ‘Dev-
das’ also became the great-
est hit to be made in 10 ver-
sions from 1927 to 2010. The 
song Mujh Par Yeh Kisne 
Hara Rang Dala was trans-
lated into Hindi, Tamil, As-
samese, Telegu, and Ben-
gali. Songs from the movie 
Lage Raho Munna Bhai 
showed the cultural impact 
of Gandhian philosophy. 
Chak De India songs also 
inspired many. The movie 
Dirty Picture, with actress 
Vidya Balan, identified the 
actress with versatility. The 
songs in the movie also cre-
ated ripples in the industry. 
Houseful, Golmal, Khiladi 
786, and Rowdy Rathore 
are among the nonsense 
comedy films that have hit 
theatres.

Today, the youth identify 
with thematic music that 
celebrates the emotions of 
life. The founder of Gunjan 
Foundation, Sushma Singh-
vi, told TDG, “ I believe that 
there is always a right time 
and a right place. Sincere 
desire should be there and 
God will show you the path. 
Pick good people and have 
the right desire. People may 
doubt what we say but they 
believe what you do.

The Maharashtra government on 
Tuesday told the Supreme Court that 
it has no objection to transferring the 
2020 Palghar mob lynching case of two 
Hindu sadhus to the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI).

The Eknath Shinde-led Maharashtra 
government, in an affidavit, said that it 
is ready and willing to hand over the in-
vestigation to the CBI and would have 
no objection to the same.

After the Maharashtra government 
transferred the, Union Minister Na-
rayan Rane said the matter should be 
thoroughly investigated and the truth 

should come out.
Maharastra State filed the affidavit 

on the petitions arising out of the un-
fortunate attack and lynching of two 
sadhus and sought the transfer of the 

investigation into the matter to the CBI 
in order to conduct an independent and 
impartial investigation.

The pleas sought a CBI or a court-
monitored Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) probe into the incident that took 
place in the Palghar district in April 
2020.

Earlier, the Maharashtra government 
had told the apex court that an investi-
gation had been completed in the Pal-
ghar lynching case.

The Maharashtra government had 
earlier informed the Supreme Court 
that all guilty police officials had been 
punished or suspended from service.

The pleas have also sought a probe by 
the CBI and the registration of an FIR.

A land that was once 
rife with terrorist ac-
tivities and hotspots 
for raging separatist 
movements is now 
producing exciting 
young stars in all 
sports, including 
cricket, judo, and 
basketball.

One such accomplished young star is Ishrat Akhtar, the in-
ternational wheelchair basketball player from Baramulla in 
Kashmir, the Research Centre Global Order reported.

Ishrat Akhtar, representing India globally, remembers the 
‘horrific incident’ that led to her wheelchair.

“In 2016, I fell from the second floor of a building, after 
which my spinal cord was completely damaged. I was imme-
diately taken to a hospital in Baramullah. I was later referred 
to Srinagar, where I had surgery three days after the incident. 
I stayed in the hospital for a month after the surgery. When I 
got discharged and came home, I did not really understand 
what had happened. After almost six months, there was no 
improvement in my condition. I used to be in bed all the time. 
My family members used to feed me.

“After one year, I got a call and I was told there was a camp 
happening in my district where they were providing wheel-
chairs to people like me. My sister persuaded me to go to the 
camp. When I went there, there were doctors who did my 
checkup, and they said that I should come to their hospital 
and get trained in using a wheelchair. They taught me how 
to use a wheelchair and do my tasks on my own. It took me 
one year to learn all this. “

When asked about dreaming of playing basketball at a point 
where people quit their dreams, the international wheelchair 
basketball player said, “It was during this time that I came 
across some boys who were playing wheelchair basketball. 
I approached them and asked if I could play with them, and 
they agreed. I was told that the Wheelchair Basketball Fed-
eration of India was happening in Srinagar and a national-
level team would be selected for Wheelchair Basketball. I 
wanted to go there and keep myself busy so I could deal with 
my depression better.

“It was very surprising because I had never played bas-
ketball in my life before. This way, basketball also became 
therapy for me, “Ishrat said further.”

Ishrat Akhtar is the first woman to represent India at the 
international level in the wheelchair basketball tournament. 
She recently represented India in Thailand. 

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y.S. 
Jagan Mohan Reddy directed the 
Agricultural Department to com-
plete the authentication under the e-
cropping system and hand over both 
physical and digital receipts to farm-
ers by 15 October across the state.

During the review meeting on agri-

cultural and allied sectors held here 
on Tuesday, the Chief Minister said a 
social audit should also be completed 
within the given deadlines.

He was informed that the culti-
vation of paddy crops will be com-
pleted on 1.15 crore acres by the end 
of the current Khariff season in the 
state, while 96 lakh metric tonnes of 
seeds are being readied for the com-
ing Rabi season, catering to 57.31 lakh 

acres.
Observing that e-cropping has led 

to transparency in paddy procure-
ment, he directed the officials to 
supply all materials, including gun-
ny bags, to the farmers at the right 
time, besides providing logistical 
support. The farmers should never 
get the feeling that they are selling 
their paddy for a lower price than 
MSP. In such circumstances, higher 

officials should intervene and ensure 
that farmers are paid MSP for their 
agricultural produce.

Rythu Bharosa Kendras (RBKS) 
should be used to educate farmers on 
the importance of selling their pro-
duce at the right time. In the wake of 
abundant production of paddy in the 
state, officials should explore ways to 
export rice by working with export 
companies, he said. 



The Election Commis-
sion’s proposal to 
educate voters about 

poll promises by various 
political parties has come at 
an opportune time when a 
bad economic decision could 
spell disaster for the Indian 
economy. At a time when 
heavy debt burden has led to 
collapse of many economies, 
India needs to be cautious.

Despite Covid-19 and 
an adverse international 
global economic situation, 
India has been able to keep 
its economy steady. But the 
situation may change if ad-
equate safeguards are not 
kept in place. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has spoken 
repeatedly against the ten-
dency of political parties to 
promise freebies to garner 
votes. Sadly this has not 
brought sanity to non-BJP 
ruled states.

The Election Commission’s 
proposal should be seen in 
positive light. This is strange 
that some political parties 

such as the Congress have 
not taken kindly to this. The 
Congress has described this 
as “another nail in the coffin 
of democracy” and against 
the spirit of competitive 
politics. Let us try to under-
stand how debt burden has 
impacted economies of some 
countries to understand 
where we stand. Venezuela, 
once a bright spot of Latin 
American economy, is now 
facing heavy debt of billions 
of USD and is an example of 
how things can go wrong. 
The economy has contracted 
by more than 60%.

While too much depen-
dence on oil and neglecting 
other industries were rea-
sons for Venezuela’s eco-
nomic collapse, the main 
reason was corruption that 
allowed leaders to control 
most government institu-
tions and make money 
through illegal means. They 
attempted to create a politi-
cal climate that allowed cor-
ruption to thrive.

Recent news from Sri 
Lanka said it was heavily 
in debt and the government 
did not have money to take 
care of even food or fuel bills. 
There were news bout Sri 
Lankan skipping meals due 
to shortages and their lining 
up to buy scarce fuel. It was 
an economy that was grow-
ing steadily with a thriving 
middle class. The currency 
collapsed and food prices 

rose massively. It is reported 
that corruption and mis-
management contributed 
significantly to the woes.

Even countries known 
from a strong economy are 
facing crisis due to abnor-
mal debt burden that have 
happened due to various do-
mestic factors. The latest ex-
ample is Italy whose adverse 
economic situation is likely 
to impact other European 
countries. As the adverse 
impact of war in Ukraine 
looms large on Europe, the 
US and Russian, the world 
economic situation is unlike-
ly to improve. Export and 
imports are bound to suffer. 
Global crisis demands that 
every country should walk 
cautiously because there is 
a thin line that divides fiscal 
prudence and profligacy.

It is in this context that 
there is need for political 
parties to be responsible 
or accountable for their ac-
tions. Political parties can 
promise the moon, but vot-
ers being the final masters 
should know whether these 
promises can be realized and 
if yes at what cost. Promises 
of free electricity, water, cash 
benefits or such largesse 
should be seen in the con-
text of the state’s ability to 
discharge its responsibilities. 
Users must pay is the maxim 
of economic sustenance. If 
enough power is generated 
then only it can be distribut-
ed and there is a huge cost in-
volved in generating power. 
Setting up distribution lines 
and sub-stations are costly 
affairs. If people don’t pay 
and simply depend on free 
power, there is every possi-
bility that the chain would 
collapse one day and there 
would be darkness. Power 
shortages and frequent pow-
er cuts or load shedding are 

directly linked to availability 
of power.

How about those poor 
people who cannot pay? 
The government should defi-
nitely come to their rescue so 
that they are not deprived of 
the basic facilities. It is in 
this context that the govern-
ments either subsidises pow-
er to poor or makes others 
pay—those who are consum-
ing more to sustain their lav-
ish lifestyles. This is because 
natural resource is scarce 
and everybody has stakes in 
that. And those who can pay 
do not mind paying a bit ex-
tra if they know that the less 
empowered would be taken 
care of. This is the hallmark 
of welfare state.

But, what happens if the 
entire population is prom-
ised free electricity. This is 
nothing but populism that 
cannot be sustained in the 
long run. Debt burden of dis-
tribution companies would 
rise and the state would ei-
ther borrow to pay or not 
pay at all leading to collapse 
of the system.

The states have limited re-
sources. Either they would 
need to increase economic 
activity to add to the state’s 
income to fulfil poll promises 

by political parties or simply 
borrow from the Centre. The 
Central government cannot 
print money beyond a cer-
tain limit since it would lead 
to cascading effect on the 
economy. The states’ bor-
rowings would increase and 
it would come under debt 
trap where it would not be 
able to meet its financial obli-
gations. The state would find 
it difficult to pay salaries to 
its employees or launch any 
development initiatives.

The Reserve Bank of In-
dia, which is the country’s 
Federal Bank overlook-
ing monetary policy, has 
turned its focus on 10 Indi-
an states whose economies 
are stressed and impact-
ing their abilities to service 
the debts. These states are 
Punjab, Rajasthan, Kerala, 
West Bengal, Bihar, Andhra 
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh 
and Haryana. Their debt 
burdens have already 
crossed the danger marks. 
This has happened due to 
poor revenue generation, 
committed expense and ris-
ing subsidy burden. The RBI 
study of the State’s finances 
was conducted in the wake 
of the Sri Lankan financial 
crisis. While Covid-19 con-
tributed significantly to dete-
rioration in state’s finances, 
other factors under human 
control also added up to the 
crisis. All these states have 
a debt to state GDP ratio of 
more than 30%. Punjab’s 
debt ratio to the state’s GDP 
in 2026-27 is expected to be 
around 45% or more. Some 
States such as Rajasthan, 
Kerala and West Bengal are 
expected to have this figure 
around 35%. This means 
very low manoeuvrability on 
the part of these states to take 
major development initia-

tives. It is in this context that 
time has come for people to 
understand basic economics 
that there are no free meals. 
Any investment made must 
add to the productive activity 
by increasing infrastructure 
and empowering people to 
get involved in economic ac-
tivity. More economic activ-
ity means more taxes to gov-
ernment in various forms 
and abilities to spend.

The Election Commission 
has rightly given the for-
mat in which the political 
parties would be forced to 
understand the state’s rev-
enue and expenditure and 
the elbow room that may 
be available to fulfil politi-
cal promises. Indian politi-
cal parties have been largely 
irresponsible since they 
would do anything to come 
to power. For them bad eco-
nomics was good politics, 
more so for parties that are 
too ambitious. People were 
taken for a ride even if such 
promise compromised their 
long-term interest. Not many 
people have bothered to take 
political parties to task for 
not fulfilling their promises 
after coming to power. The 
Election Commission’s for-
mat would empower them 
to take political parties and 
leaders to court if they fail to 
fulfil promises.

This would also help peo-
ple to appreciate which po-
litical parties represent their 
best interests. Whether they 
want 24 hour power sup-
ply on reasonable charge or 
they want free power even 
if it means for a few hours. 
Whether they understand 
that it costs a lot to keep 
things moving and grow-
ing? At least the Election 
Commission’s chart would 
be a mirror of the State’s fi-
nances and the possibilities.

EC’s wake-up call on 
parties’ poll promises
People have not bothered to take parties to task for not fulfilling their 
promises after coming to power. The Election Commission’s proposal 
to educate voters about poll promises would empower people to 
take parties and leaders to court if they fail to fulfil promises.

‘DISTORTED REMARK’

FISCAL PRUDENCE

Does Mulayam Singh Yadav’s demise signify the 
end of an era or will his son and political heir 
Akhilesh Yadav continue to be the torchbearer for 
Mandal politics? Certainly, in the last Uttar Pradesh 
elections, Akhilesh pitched the politics of Mandal 
and caste versus the BJP’s politics of Kamandal and 
religion. He made it a point not to get into any debate 
on the merits of Hinduism or Hindutva but instead 
focused his campaign on the umbrella coalition of 
castes that his party had attracted. Even when the 
hijab controversy broke out in Bangalore during the 
campaign, Akhilesh did not comment on it which 
may have upset the minority vote-bank that the late 
Mulayam Singh Yadav had so assiduously wooed. 
But to be fair to Akhilesh he knew that the minute 
he starts engaging with the BJP on religion, then 
the numbers do not add up as its 80% Hindus vs 
the 20% Muslims in the state. And, so instead he 
tried to carve out a chunk of the Hindu vote bank 
by playing caste politics. He went into an alliance 
with Jayant Chaudhary’s predominantly Jat-based 
party which may not have gone down well with the 
Muslims in Western UP. He also welcomed Rajb-
hars and Sainis and tried to broaden his backward 
caste appeal from just the Yadavs. Akhilesh also 
portrayed himself as a Krishna Bhakt by erecting 
a large statue of Lord Krishna in his constituency. 

Of course, in the end, the BJP proved to be more 
adept at election management and Akhilesh lost. 
But he did much better than Mayawati’s BSP which 
is also a caste based party. Can Akhilesh hold on to 
his father’s vote bank and win back the chief min-
ister ship of Uttar Pradesh once again?

That is the real question. But having said that, it 
is also true that the politics of Mandal is still very 
much relevant. In fact, we also have the BJP, which 
was originally a party of upper castes, now reaching 
out to the other backwards castes and scheduled 
castes under Prime Minister Modi. The PM’s OBC 
credentials are displayed during every election 
campaign as the party tries to woo the backward 
caste votes away from the regional caste based par-
ties, whether in UP or Bihar. On the eve of the UP 
polls, too, the Modi government issued a press re-
lease after its cabinet reshuffle stating that there are 
as many as 27 OBCs in the Modi government. This 
was a move aimed at the Hindi heartland where the 
BJP was positioning itself as the party of Hindutva 
that embraced all castes, including the OBC and the 
scheduled castes, that were earlier the vote bank of 
the Yadavs and Mayawati.

In Bihar too, the RLD leader Tejashwi Yadav is not 
just talking caste, but he also talks development and 
jobs. Having said that, while Mulayam’s passing 
may not signify the end of Mandal politics, it does 
indicate a passing away of an era, an era that was 
epitomized by Ram Manohar Lohia, Kanshi Ram, 
Mulayam Singh Yadav and is now left in the hands 
of a (politically) fading Mayawati and an ailing Lalu 
Yadav. It is now left to Akhilesh and Tejashwi to 
refashion the Mandal politics in a way that can best 
counter the BJP, because like it or not, it is the BJP 
that is defining the political narrative of the day.

PRIYA SAHGAL

perspective
POLITICAL HEIR

CAN AKhILESh 
REFAShION hIS 
FAThER’S MANDAL 
POLITICS?

A senior RSS leader Dat-
tatreya Hosabale makes an 
observation on poverty at 
a virtual conference and 
that fires the imagination 
of many, especially those 
in the opposition and some 
sections of the media. Taking 
the statement out of context, 
Uddhav Thackery compli-
mented RSS for showing 
the “mirror” to BJP, H.D. 
Kumaraswamy questioned 
“acche-din”, while Jairam 
Ramesh targeted RSS saying 
“even those spreading poison 
are speaking of poverty”! As 
expected, several newspa-

pers carried articles on the 
topic. Authors were quick 
to conclude that RSS is pull-
ing up the Modi government 
for non-performance. Some 
implied that the rift between 
BJP and the RSS has wid-
ened. But no one bothered 
to look at the “context” in 
which the statement was 
made. They seemed to be in 
a rush to pass judgments–it 
suited their agenda.

the statement and 
its context
So what was the statement 
and what was indeed the 
context? “Poverty in the 
country is standing like a 
demon in front of us. It is im-
portant that we slay this de-
mon,” said the RSS leader at 
The Swadeshi Jagran Manch 
meet where “Swalambi 
Bharat Abhiyan–A Bharatiya 
Economic Model” initiated 
by RSS was being discussed. 
The Abhiyan, that has been 
underway over the past year, 
is to promote entrepreneur-
ship and self-employment. 

Its goal is to boost local and 
rural economies. In March 
2022, the RSS passed a reso-
lution calling for a labour-in-
tensive “Bharatiya Economic 
Model” during its Akhil 
Bharatiya Pratinidhi Sabha 
meeting. The movement has 
been activated in nearly 700 
districts for a self- reliant In-
dia driven by people of the 
country.

Stating that society has to 
complement the govern-
ment’s efforts for Atmanirb-
har Bharat, the RSS resolu-
tion clearly was not about 
government policies. It was 
about cumulative efforts of 
all Indians to address the 
unemployment challenge 
fuelled by Covid pandemic. 
Dattatreya Hosabale’s state-
ment was in that context—he 
sought “collective effort” to 
address issues like poverty 
staring at the country.

The opposition and some 
media houses saw that as 
an opportunity to malign 
the Modi government. They 
either missed the context or 

deliberately ignored it. They 
selectively chose a part of the 
speech. They distorted the 
truth and hoped to shake the 
faith of BJP supporters insin-
uating that the Modi govern-
ment is being criticized by its 
big brother, the RSS. It’s not 
the first time that this com-
munity of “Truth Twisters” 
is at work.

They become alert and 
react to the lowest decibel 
noise in the political corri-
dor –be it an organizational 
change in the RSS or in the 
BJP Parliamentary Board 
membership. They attribute 
bias and imply a rift between 
BJP and the RSS. One would 
have noticed a plethora of 
opinions expressed over the 
years, especially after 2014. 
Be it the imaginary power 
struggle between PM Modi 
and RSS, the feedback on 
OROP (One rank One Pen-
sion) and farmer welfare by 
RSS portrayed as admoni-
tion, every little thing fires 
their imagination. They 
wait to see dissonance and 

misgovernance. And when 
they see none, they resort to 
imaginative interpolations.

A formidable bond be-
tween RSS and BJP lasting 
over 70 years has histori-
cally been a pain point for 
this community—it became 
a festering wound given the 
political clout and the in-
ternational mindshare the 
Modi-led government enjoys 
today.

Bond and Beyond
The RSS and BJP are true 
brothers in arms. The ideo-
logical arm working directly 
with the society ably supports 
the political arm governing 
the country. While the BJP-
led government is all for good 
governance, the RSS works 
on nation building. Where 
is dissonance here? The RSS, 
with its 60,000 shakhas and 
lakhs of swayamsevaks, dou-
bles up as a massive sensor 
for the government. It gives 
feedback from the innards of 
the country for government 
to better its act. Then why 

wouldn’t the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi who spent 
more than a decade as a RSS 
pracharak take it in the right 
spirit?

These “false” narratives 
stem from insecurity of the 
opposition. They cannot 
stomach the fact that India 
is surging ahead despite the 
global economic turbulence. 
Just to give a perspective 
consider what the Inter-
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) chief Georgieva said 
recently. She said that the 
world is very fragile now—
with greater uncertainty, 
higher economic volatility, 
geopolitical confrontations, 
more frequent devastating 
natural disasters—a world 
in which any country can be 
thrown off course! She also 
said that the world’s largest 
economies—Europe, China 
and the United States—were 
now slowing down dra-
matically. But the world ac-
knowledges India’s economic 
resilience—a result of PM 
Modi’s visionary leadership. 

A. Michael Spence, a Nobel 
Laureate, recently praised 
India for its outstanding per-
formance. He said that India 
is a powerhouse of advanced 
technologies in life sciences 
and digital governance “In-
dia’s unemployment rate 
dropped to 6.43% in Septem-
ber as nearly 8 million joined 
the labour force. Economist 
Rajiv Kumar confirmed a “K 
shaped recovery” post Covid 
with robust performance in 
both manufacturing and ser-
vices sectors.

But given the fact that India 
is not completely insulated 
from the world economic 
scenario, we need to remain 
alert. We have to address 
poverty inequality stem-
ming from deep recession 
and stagflation experienced 
by the world after pandem-
ics–the post 1918 Spanish flu 
events are a testimony to this 
trend. Both Narendra Modi 
led government and the RSS 
know this fact. Therefore, 
both BJP and the RSS will 
move in tandem–carefully 

navigating the country to 
realize her potential. 

Perhaps those who want 
to play mischief in future 
should know that the Prime 
Minister’s “Make India 
self-reliant–Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat” is in fact an inspira-
tion from Third Way of Dat-
topant Thengadi, an ideologi-
cal stalwart of the RSS. His 
work is considered the gospel 
of “swadeshi” economics. The 
United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals aspire 
to “Leave no one behind”. 
Compare that with the Pan-
dit Deen Dayal Upadhyay 
inspired vision of the RSS 
“Antyodaya–The Rise of the 
last person”! A Vision more 
Lofty. A Vision more Compel-
ling. It’s quite clear that no 
malevolent force can stop this 
juggernaut led by this divine 
vision of Antyodaya—least of 
all a litany of lies.
Karuna Gopal Vartakavi is 
President, Foundation for Fu-
turistic Cities, and BJP Nation-
al Incharge, Policy & Research, 
Women Wing.

Truth twisters feast on Dattatreya Hosabale’s poverty statement

opinion
SudeSh Verma
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PM Narendra 
Modi has spoken 
repeatedly against 
the tendency of 
political parties to 
promise freebies to 
garner votes. Sadly, 
this has not brought 
sanity to non-BJP 
ruled states.

Karuna Gopal vartaKavi
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The Delhi State Legal 
Services Authority 
(DSLSA) in the case 

Umesh v. State (and other 
connected matters) observed 
and has informed the High 
Court that it is in the process 
of preparing a Standard Op-
erating Procedure (SOP), in 
consultation with other 
stakeholders, dealing with 
81,902 disposed of cases 
under Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences 
Act, 2012 where compensa-
tion has not been granted to 
the victims.

The bench of Justice Jas-
meet Singh in the order dat-
ed October 7 observed and 
has stated that it is expected 
that the SOP shall be ready 
and implemented within a 
period of four weeks.

Earlier the court was in-
formed by Harshita Mishra, 
Secretary Litigation that she 
has received a communica-
tion regarding the sanction 
of Rs 15.50 crores by the 
Delhi government.

Last month, it has been di-
rected by the Delhi Govern-
ment to release a sum of Rs. 
15.5 crores to DSLSA in order 
for meeting the compensa-

tion claims of rape victims.
However, the submission 

was made in the matter 
pertaining to the issue of 
supply of FIRs, pertaining 
to the commission of sexual 
offences, to DSLSA for the 
purposes of granting interim 
compensation to the victims.

Thus, the court listed the 
matter for further hearing 

on November 29.
It has been observed by the 

court that Special Courts 
must, on their own, initiate 
action for grant of interim 
compensation to child vic-
tims at the earliest, without 
waiting for them for filling of 
an application for the same.

The details have also been 
sought from the DSLSA re-

garding payment and non-
payment of compensation 
to victims in relation to the 
FIRs pertaining to sexual 
offences.

Also, the Delhi Police has 
informed the Court that all 
the District DCPs were sensi-
tized and necessary Standing 
Orders were issued so that 
the entire data with respect 

to the cases pertaining to 
sexual offences that can be 
shared with DSLSA.

The court while keeping 
in view that such default in 
sharing of data is recurring 
in nature, earlier, the court 
had sought measures to 
ensure that no victim is left 
without compensation or 
counselling.

BIG ACTION

DSLSA TO DELHI HIGH COURT: 
PREPARING SOP FOR 81,902 
POSCO CASES WHERE VICTIMS YET 
TO RECEIVE COMPENSATION
TDG NETWORK 

The Punjab and Haryana High Court in 
the case Gurbir Singh v. State of Punjab ob-
served and has stressed that when an under 
trial has been in custody for a significant 
period of time and the trial is being held up 
for no fault on his part, the Courts cannot be 
expected to be a mute spectator and should 
rather unhesitatingly interfere for securing 
the personal liberty of an under trial.

The bench comprising of Justice Manjari 
Nehru Kaul observed and has granted bail to 
an NDPS Accused who was in custody since 
October 2020 as the Court noted that the 
trial has come to a virtual standstill due for 
the non-appearance of the official witnesses.

It was observed that the petitioner cannot 
be left to languish for an indefinite period 
during the pendency of a trial for reasons 
not attributable to him. Thus, it needs to be 
reiterated that the right to life and personal 
liberty granted by the Constitution of India 
also covers the right to a speedy trial.

Gurbir Singh, the petitioner moved the in-

stant 3rd regular bail plea in connection with 
a criminal case registered against him under 
Section 21 of the NDPS Act. Thus, it was his 
counsel’s submission that after the dismissal 
of his earlier two bail pleas, the trial had come 
to a virtual standstill as none of the prosecu-
tion witnesses (all the official witnesses), had 
failed to put an appearance before the Court 
below to get their evidence recorded.

It was observed that the state’s counsel 
couldn’t controvert the submissions made 
by the petitioner’s counsel that despite the 
issuance of bailable as well as non-bailable 
warrants to secure the presence of the other 
prosecution witnesses, including the Inves-
tigating Officer and Gazetted Officer and 
they had failed to put in an appearance and 
get their evidence recorded before the trial 
Court.

The court in view of this while reiterat-
ing that the right to life and personal liberty 
granted by the Constitution of India also cov-
ers the right to a speedy trial.

Accordingly, the court granted bail to the 
accused.

IN COURT

PUNJAB & HARYANA HIGH COURT: 
COURT SHOULD SECURE PERSONAL 
LIBERTY OF AN UNDER TRIAL 
WHERE TRIAL IS DELAYED FOR NO 
FAULT ON HIS PART.
TDG NETWORK 

Uday Umesh Lalit, the Chief Justice of India 
has written to the Union Government rec-
ommending the name of Justice Dhananjaya 
Y Chandrachud. The Second senior judge of 
the Supreme Court, as the next Chief Justice 
of India.

However, the CJI Lalit handed over the 
letter designating the successor CJI to Jus-
tice Chandrachud. It had been requested by 
CJI Lalit that all the judges of the Supreme 
Court to assemble at the Judges’ Lounge for 
announcing the next CJI.

From November 8, CJI Lalit is retiring. 
Recently, Justice Kiren Rijiju and the Union 
Minister of Law had written to the CJI re-
questing him to name the successor.

Further, if the Centre accepts the proposal 
of CJI Lalit, Justice Chandrachud will have a 
term of over two years as the 50th Chief Jus-
tice of India till November 10, 2024 - making 

it one of the longest terms for a CJI in the 
recent past years.

Justice YV Chandrachud, the father of Jus-
tice Chandrachud’s was the 16th Chief Jus-
tice of India serving from 2 February 1978 
to 11 July 1985.

Justice Chandrachud is known for his lib-
eral and progressive judgments and one of 
the most recent judgements of him being the 
verdict upholding the rights of unmarried 
women to seek abortion of pregnancy up 
to 24 weeks. Thus, he being a part of Con-
stitutional Benches which decriminalized 
consensual homosexuality and has recog-
nized privacy as a fundamental right under 
Article 21, decriminalized adultery. However, 
it was a part of the majority which upheld 
the right of women of all ages to enter the 
Sabarimala temple. Also, Justice Chandra-
chud was a member of the 5-judge bench 
which decided the Ayodhya-Babri Masjid 
case.

IN COURT

CJI UU LALIT RECOMMENDED 
JUSTICE DY CHANDRACHUD AS THE 
NEXT CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA

TDG NETWORK 

The Delhi High Court in the case Su-
shil Ansal v. State observed and has 
issued a notice on the plea moved 
by real estate baron Sushil Ansal 
against his conviction and sentenc-
ing in the evidence tampering case 
connected to the 1997 Uphaar fire 
tragedy.
The bench comprising of Justice Pu-
rushaindra Kumar Kaurav observed 
and has admitted Ansal’s revision 
petition for hearing and called for 
the trial court records in soft copy.
However, the court was appraised 
that Ansal has already deposited the 
fine imposed by the trial court.
The bench ordered that the revi-
sionist has already deposited the 
fine amount and the same is also 

disbursed and the revision is admit-
ted for hearing. Let the record of trial 
court be called in soft copy.
Further, the court also issued bail-
able warrant against one of the con-
victs PP Batra — who wasn’t present 
and did not have any lawyer repre-
sent him before the court, in the 
petition moved by Association of 
Victims of Uphaar Tragedy (AVUT) 
challenging early release of Ansal 
brothers and other persons.
It stated that the Ansals were sen-
tenced to seven years imprisonment 
by the trial court, in July, the session 
court reduced it to the already un-
dergone period, meaning they were 
freed in the case after spending a 
little over eight months in jail. 
The present petition moved through 

Advocates Gautam Khazanchi and 
Kumar Vaibhaw, Ansal observed 
and has argued that the Principal 
Sessions and District Judge had 
not provided independent reasons 
while confirming his conviction af-
ter the order passed by the CMM.
However, the CMM Pankaj Sharma 
had convicted Ansals and others 
under Sections 201 (tampering of 
evidence), 120B (criminal conspira-
cy) and 409 (criminal breach of trust 
by public servant) of the Indian Pe-
nal Code.
Further, the plea argues that the 
Principal Sessions and District 
Judge failed to appreciate that there 
was no evidence, direct or indirect, 
inferring Ansal’s involvement in 
the matter.

The plea states that the Ld. Appel-
late Court did not discharge its bur-
den judicially and did not rule out 
in the present case, all alternative 
hypothesis. Thus, it is submitted in 
the present case the chain of circum-
stances is neither complete nor it is 
leading to the inference of guilt qua 
the Petitioner. Further, it is submit-
ted that the present case is a classic 
example of motivated investigation 
where the Petitioner has been roped 
merely for extraneous reasons.
Apart from challenging the convic-
tion and the order on sentence, the 
petition also seeks directions on 
AVUT to give security or undertak-
ing of Rs. 3 crores qua the fine depos-
ited by Ansal till the disposal of the 
petition.

IN LAW

Delhi High Court Issues Notice 
On Sushil Ansal’s Plea Against 
Conviction In Evidence Tampering 
Case: Uphaar Fire Today
PRANSHI AGARWAL



policy & politicsthe daily guardian review
wedne sday |  12  october 2022

new delhi 9

The Meeting of Par-
liamentary Consul-
tative Committee 

attached to the Ministry 
of Power was held in New 
Delhi today. Union Minis-
ter for Power and MNRE 
R.K Singh chaired the 
meeting. Minister of State 
for Power and Heavy in-
dustries Krishan Pal Gur-
jar was also present in the 
meeting. Hon’ble Members 
of Parliament of various 
political parties took part in 
the meeting. The MPs pres-
ent were Chandra Sekhar 
Sahu, Lok Sabha, Dinesh 
Lal Yadav, Lok Sabha, 
Khagen Murmu, Lok Sab-
ha, Mahabali Singh, Lok 
Sabha, Pradyut Bordoloi, 
Lok Sabha, Ritesh Pandey, 
Lok Sabha, Topon Kumar 
Gogoi, Lok Sabha, Dhiraj 

Prasad Sahu, Rajya Sabha, 
Ramdas Chandrabhanji 
Tadas, Lok Sabha,  Sangee-
ta Kumari Singh Deo, Lok 
Sabha and Bashistha Nara-
in Singh, Rajya Sabha. The 
subject of the meeting was 
“Development of National 
Electricity Grid in India – 
Its Significance”.

In the meeting, it was in-
formed that the transmis-
sion system is the back-
bone of power system. 
Integrated transmission 
network  allows the power 
to be generated anywhere. 
We have One Nation, One 
Grid, One Frequency, One 
National Load Dispatch 
Centre for the country re-
sulting in  one market. In-
dia’s transmission system 
is the major integrated grid 
in the world. At present, 
the power consumption in 
the country is 1,400 Billion 

Units and it will be twice  by 
2030. Therefore, there is a 
need to increase the power 
generation and strengthen 
the transmission capac-
ity accordingly. Hence, the 
nation’s transmission will 
grow rapidly.   With the 
integrated network (Gen-
eral Network Access) it is 
easier to buy and sell power 
from anywhere. The gov-
ernment has also opened 
RE Management centres 
to cater renewable energy. 
We have created Central 
Transmission Utility (CTU)  
for transparency and level 
playing field.

A presentation was given 
by Chairman, CEA to in-
form the MPs regarding 
various remedies and mea-
sures being undertaken to 
address Development of 
National Electricity Grid in 
India – Its Significance.

The Government of In-
dia has initiated multiple 
initiatives for the Develop-
ment of National Electricity 
Grid in India. These initia-
tives are Evolution and 
Growth of National Grid, 
Benefits and Development 
of National Grid, Planning 
of National Grid, Signifi-
cance of National Grid in 
RE Integration, Policy Re-
forms to promote RE and 
Grid Managemnet by Load 
Despatch Centre.

All 5 regional grids in In-
dia were synchronised into 
the National Grid by De-
cember 2013. The remote 
Leh region was connected 
to the National Grid in 
January 2019 through 220 
kv Srinagar-Leh Transmis-
sion system. The National 
Grid Transmission system 
has added transmission 
line of 1,71,149 ckm since 

2014-15 and has added 
transmission capacity of 
6,03,916 MVA since 2014-
15. At present, the installed 
capacity of National Grid is 
404 GW and the peak de-
mand met is 216 GW. The 
National Grid has adopted 
several technologies such 
as 1200 kV Ultra High 
Voltage AC system, Tower 
designs to reduce RoW, 
App Based Patrolling, Hot 
Line Maintenance, Tubular 
poles for less land regions 
and Gas Insulated Switch-
gear (GIS) for maintenance. 
With the growth in trans-
mission infrastructure and 
inter-regional transmission 
capacity, the congestion in 
transmission network has 
relieved. Also, it has led to 
open access transactions 
with reduction in prices.

The initiatives for inte-
gration of Non-fossil Fuel 

Energy are implementation 
of Green Energy Corridors, 
Transmission system for 
Ultra Mega solar power 
parks, Transmission sys-
tem for 66.5 GW renewable 
energy zones by 2022, es-
tablishment of 13 RE Man-
agement centres (REMCs) 
to address variability and 
uncertainty of RE genera-
tion, planning of transmis-
sion system for integration 
of additional 52 GW poten-
tial REZ by 2026-27 have 
been carried out, transmis-
sion schemes for another 
181.5 GW RES by 2030 
have been planned and the 
same would be taken up for 
implementation in a pro-
gressive manner.

Transmission system for 
7 solar parks (6500 MW) 
in 5 states has been  imple-
mented by POWERGRID 
comprising about 1870 

ckm transmission lines 
and 5 sub-stations with 
1,3500 MVA transmission 
capacity. The policy re-
forms to promote integra-
tion of Renewable Energy 
are Waiver of inter-State 
transmission charge on 
transmission of the elec-
tricity generated from 
solar and wind sources 
of energy, Bundling of 
Renewable Energy with 
Thermal /Hydro Energy 
under existing PPAs, 
Green Term-Ahead Mar-
ket (GTAM), Easier Access 
to RE Generation Project- 
General Network Acccess.

The operational areas 
in grid management by 
POSOCO are National 
Open Access Registry 
(NOAR). NOAR will fa-
cilitate the Green Open Ac-
cess in a transparent way 
and also the integration 

with SLDC is in progress.
The recent reform mea-

sures taken in transmis-
sion sectore are separation 
of CTU from POWER-
GRID to bring transparen-
cy and make level playing 
field for all the transmis-
sion developers.

The future goals of Na-
tional Grid are Transmis-
sion ahead of generation 
for seamless integration of 
RE, OSOWOG: One Sun, 
One World, One Grid, Fa-
cilitate green open Access 
and Ensure reliability of 
supply.

Members of Parliament 
made several suggestions 
with regard to various ini-
tiatives and schemes in the 
Ministry of Power. Shri 
Singh closed the meeting 
thanking the participants 
for their valuable sugges-
tions.

Meeting of Parliamentary Consultative 
Committee attached to Ministry of Power held

ENERGY 

TDG NETWORK 

India hosted the 6th meeting of the 
India-Norway Joint Working Group 
on Higher Education on 11th October 
2022 in New Delhi.

The meeting was chaired by Neeta 
Prasad, Joint Secretary, International 
Cooperation, Ministry of Education 
from Indian side and by Ms. Anne 
Line Wold, Director General, Minis-
try of Education and Research from 
Norwegian side. The Ambassador of 
Norway to India also participated in the meeting. The Joint Working Group was es-

tablished to monitor and oversee the 
implementation of the MoU on Coop-
eration in the field of Higher Education 
signed between India and Norway on 
25th April 2022.

The two sides reviewed the prog-
ress made under the Indo-Norwegian 
Cooperation Programme developed 
under the ambit of the previous India-
Norway MoU signed in 2014 and delib-
erated upon overall higher education 
policy and priorities, student/faculty 
mobility and cooperation in the field of 
skill development.

EDUCATION

MEETING OF INDIA-NORWAY JOINT WORKING GROUP ON HIGHER EDUCATION HELD
TDG NETWORK 

The total approximate earnings of 
Indian Railways on originating basis 
during 1st April to 08th October 2022 
is Rs. 33476 Crore, registering an in-
crease of 92 per cent in comparison to 
Rs. 17394 Crore achieved during the 
same period last year.

In reserved passenger segment, the 
total approximate numbers of pas-
sengers booked during the period 1st 
April to 08th October 2022 is 42.89 
Crore as compared to 34.56 Crore 
during the same period last year, 
showing an increase of 24%. The rev-
enue generated from reserved passenger segment during the period 1st 
April to 08th October 2022 is Rs 26961 Crores as compared to Rs 16307 
Crores during the same period last year, showing an increase of 65%.

In Unreserved passenger segment, the total approximate numbers of 
passengers booked during the period 1st April to 08th October 2022 is 
268.56 Crore as compared to 90.57 Crore during the same period last year, 
showing an increase of 197%. The revenue generated from Unreserved 
passenger segment during the period 1st April to 08th October 2022 is Rs 
6515 Crores as compared to Rs1086 Crores during the same period last year, 
showing an increase of 500 %.

RAILWAY

RAILWAYS REVENUE 
EARNINGS UP BY 92% IN 
PASSENGER SEGMENT
Railways registers growth of 24% in 
Reserved Passenger Segment and 197% 
in Unreserved Passenger Segment

TDG NETWORK 

The Competition Commission of India 
(CCI) issued a final order today against 
eight firms which were found to have 
contravened the provisions of Sections 
3(3)(a) and 3(3)(d) of the Competition 
Act, 2002 (‘the Act’) read with Section 
3(1), which proscribe anti-competitive 
agreements. The case was initiated on 
the basis of a reference filed on behalf of 
the Eastern Railway.
CCI found these firms to have indulged 
in cartelization in the supply of Axle 
Bearings to Eastern Railway by means 

of directly or indirectly determining 
prices, allocating tenders, coordinat-
ing bid prices and manipulating the 
bidding process. The evidence in the 
matter included e-mails, call detail 
records and the statements of the rep-
resentatives of the firms. The e-mails 
exchanged showed that the firms dis-
cussed quantity allocation with respect 
to the tenders of Indian Railways for the 
procurement of Axle Bearings amongst 
themselves. The vendors were also 
found to have discussed the compensa-
tion mechanism in the event that some 
of them did not win the agreed quanti-

ties. Of the eight (8) entities, two (02) 
were lesser penalty applicants before 
the CCI. Under Section 46 of the Act, a 
cartel member may approach the Com-
mission by way of filing an application 
seeking lesser penalty, in return for pro-
viding full, true and vital disclosures in 
respect of the alleged cartel to the Com-
mission.
In this backdrop, CCI found eight firms 
guilty of bid rigging and cartelization in 
tender floated by Eastern Railway dur-
ing the years 2015 to 2019. However, CCI 
refrained from imposing any monetary 
penalty considering the firms were 

MSMEs with limited staff and turnover, 
the cooperative and non-adversarial ap-
proach adopted by firms in acknowledg-
ing their involvement as well as the eco-
nomic stress wrought upon the MSME 
sector in the wake of COVID-19. Fur-
thermore, the Commission found that 
the OPs stopped their cartel conduct 
immediately after the investigation be-
gan in the earlier matter (i.e., Ref. Case 
No. 02 of 2018). Thus, the Commission 
considered the aforesaid fact as the 
mitigating factors for not imposing any 
monetary penalty and issued a cease 
and desist order against the firms.

RAILWAY

CCI issues cease and desist order against firms found guilty of 
bid rigging and cartelization in tender floated by Eastern Railway
TDG NETWORK 

SOCIETY

The chairman of editorial board 
of Lokmat Media and former 
member of Rajya Sabha Vijay 
Darda was honoured with Global 
Peace Award at the International 
Sufi Rang Mahotsav 2022 organ-
ised by Chishty Foundation here. 
The award was conferred on 
Darda for his outstanding lead-
ership and service to the country 
and humanity.

Addressing the august gath-
ering after receiving the award, 
Darda lauded the Sufi tradition 
saying it gives the message of 
global brotherhood, harmony, 
unity, love, peace, and tolerance. 
This tradition opposes any kind 
of bigotry, he added.

The International Sufi Rang 
Mahotsav was conceived and 
organised by Haji Syed Salman 
Chishty, the Gaddi Nashin of 
Dargah Ajmer Sharif and chair-
man of Chishty Foundation.

Darda said for centuries the 
message of world peace is being 
propagated from Ajmer Sharif, 
the holy centre of faith in India.
“The International Sufi Rang 
Mahotsav 2022 is adding golden 
chapters to the rich spiritual 

tradition of Ajmer Sharif for the 
last 15 years. For this, Haji Syed 
Salman Chishty and his associ-
ates deserve accolades”, Darda 
said. 

Darda further said that it is 
from this place that the great Sufi 
saint Hazrat Khwaja Moinuddin 
Chishty had given the message of 
peace, harmony, tolerance, and 
brotherhood centuries ago. He 
was a messenger of peace in the 
true sense. Sufi philosophy em-
phasises the exclusive worship of 
God and the purity of mind and 
soul.

He said the Sufi saints have 
opposed any kind of bigotry 
through their teachings, their 
actions, their conduct, and their 
literature. Sufi saints have been 
giving the message of peace and 
harmony in society for centuries.

He said India’s role in the world 
peace is very important. India 
has given world leaders like Lord 
Mahavir and Lord Buddha who 
gave the message of non-violence, 
harmony, and compassion to the 
world. The culture of India is 
based on the principle of ‘Vasud-
haiva Kutumbakam’, that is, the 
whole world is one family. Here 
the stream of love and harmony 

flows endlessly, the elements 
spreading hatred cannot stand 
before it. 

Darda also said there are only 
a handful of people who spread 
hatred. “If we unite, they will dis-
appear,” he added. 

Darda said different religions 
can live in harmony with one an-
other. World-famous pilgrimages 
like Pushkar Teerth and Ajmer 
Sharif in Rajasthan have been 
presenting examples of commu-
nal harmony for centuries.

He informed that ‘Lokmat’ 
had organised an Inter-Reli-

gious Conference in Nagpur 
on October 24, 2021. Eminent 
religious leaders of the country 
and abroad gave the message of 
peace and harmony to the world 
at this conference. “Similarly, in 
this event organised by Chishty 
Foundation, I am seeing the same 
flow of communal harmony and 
tolerance moving forward. I am 
fully convinced that there is no 
place in the world for those who 
spread hatred. The efforts of us 
all will create a happy, peaceful 
world exemplifying unity,” Dar-
da, who graced the occasion as a 

special guest, noted.
Example of communal har-

mony
Darda praised the communal 

harmony in Ajmer on the oc-
casion of Lord Mahavir Jayanti. 
Jain organisations of Ajmer 
had urged that the sale of meat 
around the Jain temple locat-
ed near Ajmer Sharif Dargah 
should be stopped during the 
procession on the occasion of 
Mahavir Jayanti. Accordingly, 
the meat vendors all over the city 
kept their shops closed.

Chadar offered at Dargah

Darda also offered Chadar at 
the Dargah of the great Sufi saint 
Hazrat Khwaja Moinuddin Ch-
ishti. He was accompanied by 
Tripti Jain, Smruti Mehta, Nam-
rata and others on this occasion.

Move to to strengthen the so-
cial harmony

Gracing this event hosted in 
Mehfil-e-Samakhana of Dargah 
Ajmer Sharif, former vice chan-
cellor of Aligarh Muslim Univer-
sity Lt. Gen. Jamiruddin Shah 
described it as a programme to 
strengthen the social harmony 
in the country.

Eminent filmmaker Muzaffar 
Ali shed light on Islamic spiritu-
ality and traditions by saying that 
the true Sufi is he who serves hu-
manity selflessly.

Renowned classical singer of 
Dhrupad Gharana Padma Shri 
Ustad Wasifuddin Dagar said 
pluralistic culture should be pro-
moted through art. Ustad mes-
merised the audience with his 
melodious singing. 

Noted musician and singer Mo-
hit Chauhan spoke on the con-
tribution of Sufi saints to world 
peace and human welfare.

Senior editor of The Daily Mi-
lap Rishi Suri was felicitated by 

Khuddam-e-Khwaja Sahab on 
the occasion.

 Besides, the Ajmer district 
collector Anshdeep, renowned 
musician and Grammy Award 
winner Ricky Kej, Imran Chishty 
Khawajgani, Sarva Dharma Mai-
tri Sanstha were also felicitated.

Ajmer district collector An-
shdeep and superintendent of 
police Chunaram Jat were also 
felicitated on this occasion. The 
president of Anjuman Syedza-
dghan Haji Ghulam Kibria Ch-
ishty, Syed Munawwar Chishty, 
Syed Hassan Hashmi, Syed Ghaf-
far Kazmi, Syed Nawaz Chishty, 
Syed Aslam Chishty, Syed Zahid 
Hussain Chishty, Shadab Hus-
sain of Dargah Committee were 
prominently present. Haji Syed 
Salman Chishty proposed a vote 
of thanks. 

The evening discussion session 
was conducted by famous Indo-
Islamic scholar Ghulam Rasool 
Dehlvi. Scholars from 40 states 
across the country and 32 coun-
tries across the world including 
academics, scholars, writers, Sufi 
artists, painters, craftsmen, and 
calligraphers participated in the 
seminars highlighting the Sufi 
tradition.

SUFISM GIVES MESSAGE TO PEACE AND BROTHERHOOD: DARDA
TDG NETWORK 

Vijay Darda honoured with Global Peace Award

Chairman of Editorial Board of Lokmat Media and former member of Rajya Sabha Vijay Darda was honoured 
with the Global Peace Award during the International Sufi Rang Mahotsav at the hands of Gaddi Nashin at 
Dargah Ajmer Sharif and chairman of Chishty Foundation Haji Syed Salman Chishty, president of Anjuman 
Syedzadghan Haji Ghulam Kibria Chishty, renowned classical singer of Dhrupad Gharana Padma Shri Ustad 
Wasifuddin Dagar, district collector of Ajmer Anshdeep and Ajmer superintendent of police Chunaram Jat in 
Ajmer (Rajasthan) on Friday.
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TOP OF THE DAY

1 KILLED, SCHOOL 
KIDS INJURED IN  
MILITANTS’ FIRING
ISLAMABAD: One man 
was killed and two 
students were injured on 
Monday when unidenti-
fied attackers, whom the 
Pakistan officials termed 

‘militants’, opened fire on 
a school van in the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province. 
According to Dawn citing 
Pakistan’s Rescue 1122 
officials, when the inci-
dent took place, at that 
time the van was taking 
students to the school 
at Gulibagh in Charbagh 
tehsil. While the van 
was moving towards 
the school, unidentified 
assailants, riding on a 
bike, opened fire on them, 
killing the driver on spot 
and two students were 
injured.

EARTHQUAKE HITS 
AFGHANISTAN’S 
FAYZABAD
FAYZABAD: An earth-
quake of magnitude 5.1 
hit Fayzabad, Afghanistan 
on Tuesday morning, 
the National Center for 
Seismology said. The 
earthquake struck 89 ki-
lometre east of Fayzabad 
and had a depth of 112 
km. This quake follows 
June 22 earthquake that 
struck south-eastern 
Afghanistan, leading to 
wide-scale destruction 
across already vulnerable 
districts in Paktika, Pak-
tya and Khost provinces.

ONE DEAD, 6 HURT 
IN FLORIDA BAR 
SHOOTING 
TAMPA: One person was 
killed and six people were 
injured in a shooting 
early Sunday morning at 
a downtown nightclub in 
the US state of Florida, 
police officials said. The 
police said that they are 
investigating a shooting 
that occurred at a down-
town nightclub in Tampa. 

“Just before 3 am on Octo-
ber 9, officers responded 
to the report of shots 
fired near the LIT Cigar 
& Martini Lounge at 908 
N Franklin St. Officers 
arrived to find one adult 
male victim deceased on 
scene from an apparent 
gunshot wound,” Tampa 
Police said in a statement 
posted on Twitter. “Six ad-
ditional gunshot victims, 
four adult males and 
two adult females, were 
transported to nearby 
hospitals with non-life-
threatening injuries,” the 
statement added.

NEPAL PRESIDENT 
TESTS POSITIVE 
FOR COVID-19
KATHMANDU:  Nepal 
President Bidya Devi 
Bhandari, who was 
undergoing treatment at 
a hospital in the capital 
Kathmandu, tested posi-
tive for Covid-19, a hospi-
tal official said on Sunday. 
The president, who was 
admitted to the Tribhuvan 
University Teaching Hos-
pital on Saturday, tested 
positive for Covid-19 in a 
PCR test, said Dr Dinesh 
Kafle, executive director 
of the hospital. “President 
Bhandari has tested 
positive for Covid-19,” Dr 
Dinesh Kafle told The 
Kathmandu Post. “Her 
condition is better today 
(Sunday) compared to 
Saturday.” Doctors said 
she was given intrave-
nous fluids on Saturday.

BYPASSING RUSSIA

China’s railway project with 
Kyrgyzstan to provide Beijing 
shorter route to Europe
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING

The construction of the Chi-
na-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan 
(CKU) railway project is 
likely to provide China with 
a shorter route to Europe 
while bypassing a sanctions-
hit Russia as China succeeded 
in bringing Kyrgyzstan on 
board after years.

The project is expected to 
effect a change in the flow of 
trade traffic through Russian 
territory, impacting its influ-
ence in Central Asia as the 
project is designed to provide 
China with access to the mar-
kets of Southeast and West 
Asia, as well as the Middle 
East through Central Asia. 
According to Kyrgyz Trans-
port Minister Erkinbek Os-
oyev, the 280-kilometre route 
in his country will cost USD 
4.1 billion, to be funded ei-
ther via direct investment or 
public-private partnership. 
Moreover, the construction 
of the CKU railway and the 
influx of Chinese goods could 
also lead to competition for 
Russian exports.

The current debt of Kyrgyz-
stan is approximately USD 
4.8 billion of which around 
USD 1.8 billion is owed to 
China and only 19 per cent 

of people in Kyrgyzstan 
strongly support Chinese 
investment in energy and in-
frastructure projects, while 31 
per cent strongly oppose the 
same citing the recent Cen-
tral Asia Barometer (CAB) 
survey.

At the SCO summit held 
in Tashkent in 2004, China 
announced that it would al-
locate USD 900 million in 
loans to member countries. 
This figure was increased to 
USD 10 billion USD at the 
SCO summit in 2009. Since 
then, the Central Asian coun-
tries continue to borrow from 
China. According to experts, 
Beijing has further motives 

for giving loans to Central 
Asian countries: Firstly, it 
gains a share in the vast Cen-
tral Asian markets and access 
to their energy resources. 
Secondly, Beijing gets the 
contracts for the projects 
awarded to Chinese compa-
nies. China’s loans have spe-
cific objectives. Beijing offers 
loans only for those projects 
that allow the expansion of 
markets for Chinese products 
and the transfer of wealth. In 
Central Asia, it has mainly al-
located loans for oil and gas 
transportation, energy re-
source development, mining 
activities, and infrastructure 
projects.

Ukraine’s President 
Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy spoke with US 

President Joe Biden on Mon-
day and told him that air 
defence is the number one 
priority in Kyiv’s defence co-
operation with Washington 
after large-scale strikes on 
Ukrainian cities by Russia.  
This phone call came shortly 
before the open debate in 

the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly (UNGA) on 
a draught resolution con-
demning Russia’s annexa-
tion of four Ukrainian re-
gions. 

“Productive conversation 
with @POTUS. Air defence 
is currently the number 
one priority in our defence 
cooperation. We also need 
US leadership with the G7’s 
tough stance and with sup-
port for our UNGA resolu-
tion, “Zelenskyy tweeted.”  

Russia conducted large-scale 
strikes on the Ukrainian cap-
ital, Kyiv, and other locations 
on Monday, which drew 
condemnation from several 
countries. 

UN chief Antonio Guterres 
said he was deeply shocked 
and represented “another 
unacceptable escalation” of 
the war. The strikes have re-
portedly caused widespread 
damage to civilian areas and 
led to dozens of deaths and 
injuries.

ESCALATION IN WAR

AIR DEFENCE IS NUMBER ONE PRIORITY, ZELENSKYY 
TELLS BIDEN AFTER RUSSIAN STRIKES IN UKRAINE
TDG NETWORK
KYIV

Ukraine and Russia clashed 
in the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly (UNGA) on 
Monday ahead of a likely 
vote on a resolution on 
whether to condemn Mos-
cow’s annexation of four 
Ukrainian regions.

A resolution condemning 
Russia’s annexation of four 
Ukrainian regions was up 
for adoption at the UNGA, 
where the 193 UN mem-
bers vote and no one wields 
a veto. The vote will now 
likely take place this week, 
CNN said.

Speaking first at the emer-
gency meeting, Ukraine’s 
envoy Sergiy Kyslytsya told 
members states that he had 
already lost family mem-
bers to Russian aggression. 
He said that around 84 mis-
siles and around two dozen 
drones had deliberately 
targeted civilians and civil-
ian infrastructure during 
Monday’s multiple attacks 
on Ukrainian cities, includ-
ing schools and universities.

“The entire world has once 
again, seen the true face of 
the terrorist State that kills 
our people. Suffering defeats 
on the battlefield, Russia 
takes it out on the peaceful 
residents of Ukrainian cit-
ies,” he said.

The Ukrainian envoy said 
that voting for the draft 
resolution would be “for 
each country, for each of our 
citizens, for your families, for 
our children-a vote for jus-
tice”. The resolution on the 
Russian annexation comes 
days after Moscow vetoed 
a similar proposal in the 
UN Security Council. The 
draft resolution condemns 
Russia’s “attempted illegal 

annexations” of the four 
Ukrainian regions follow-
ing “so-called referendums”.

The General Assembly 
meeting began with a pro-
cedural vote on a measure 
which Russia had flagged, 
proposing that the Ukraini-
an draft resolution being de-
bated, be voted on by secret 
ballot, not through an open 
recorded vote.

The Albanian proposal 
received 107 votes in favour, 
with 13 against, and 39 ab-
stentions. Russia’s ambas-
sador Vassily Nebenzya said 
that the Albanian resolu-
tion, which confirmed that 
a recorded vote would take 
place following debate, had 
been a violation of the rules 
of procedure.

He said Russia had been 
deprived of the ability to 
present its case and all as-
pects of the Ukraine crisis 
that did not suit Western 
powers, had been conve-
niently overlooked.

“Ukraine was chosen by 
these countries for that pur-
pose, was brought under 
their control and today is a 
platform for the testing of 
NATO weaponry and for 
combat against Russia, using 
other people,” he said.

He accused Ukraine of an 
act of terrorism in “sabo-
taging” Russia’s bridge to 
Crimea, adding that Russia 
could not stand by and let 
Ukraine act “with impu-
nity”.

This vote comes after Rus-
sia conducted that large-
scale strikes on the Ukrai-
nian capital Kyiv and other 
locations on Monday, which 
drew condemnation from 
several countries.

ANNEXATION

Ukraine, 
Russia clash at 
UNGA ahead 
of vote on 
condemning 
Moscow
TDG NETWORK
NEW YORK

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

CLIMATE CRISIS INTENSIFYING 
HEATWAVES, UN-BACKED REPORT 
WARNS AHEAD OF COP27
TDG NETWORK
NEW YORK

Greater action is needed to avert the recurrence of disastrous 
heatwaves, which are being intensified by the climate crisis, 
a UN and Red Cross report warned.

The UN humanitarian affairs agency, OCHA, and the In-
ternational Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC), warned in a 
report issued on Monday that record high temperatures this 
year - which are fueling catastrophes in countries such as 
Pakistan and Somalia - foreshadow a future with deadlier, 
more frequent, and more intense heat-related humanitarian 
emergencies. It noted that the world’s lowest-income countries 
are already experiencing disproportionate increases in extreme 
heat. “Although they are the least to blame for climate change, 
these nations will see a significant increase in the number of 
at-risk people in the coming decades,” the report said.

Martin Griffiths, UN Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency 
Relief Coordinator said, “As the climate crisis goes unchecked, 
extreme weather events, such as heatwaves and floods, are 
hitting the most vulnerable people the hardest.” “Nowhere is 
the impact more brutally felt than in countries already reeling 
from hunger, conflict and poverty,” he added.  The report, titled 
“Extreme Heat: Preparing for the heatwaves of the future”, 
has been released ahead of the COP27 UN climate change 
conference in Egypt next month. It is the first report published 
jointly by the partners and offers concrete steps to mitigate the 
worst effects of extreme heat. This year, communities across 
various parts of the world - in North Africa, Australia, Europe, 
South Asia, the Middle East, the western United States and 
China - have experienced record-high temperatures. In the 
coming decades, heatwaves are predicted to meet and exceed 
human physiological and social limits in regions such as the 
Sahel, the Horn of Africa, and south-west Asia, the report 
said. “Humanitarian needs are already high in these regions, 
which could lead to large-scale suffering and death, population 
movements and further entrenched inequality,” it highlighted. 
Noting that the climate crisis is intensifying humanitarian 
emergencies worldwide, the International Federation of Red 
Cross, Secretary General Jagan Chapagain called for invest-
ment in both adaptation and mitigation.

The construction of the CKU railway and the influx of Chinese 
goods could also lead to competition for Russian exports.

Recent rumours of a mili-
tary or a political coup in 
China seem to be largely 
unsubstantiated and unreli-
able. They can be dismissed 
as based on the fact that the 
current leadership has in 
the past week acted harshly 
against what it called a “po-
litical clique” against the 
Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP), and this is not a new 
phenomenon and more or 
less, happens before every 
major party conference. 

Last week, China’s former 
Deputy Public Security 
Minister Sun Lijun, former 
Justice Minister Fu Zheng-
hua and three former police 
chiefs of Shanghai, Chongq-
ing and Shanxi provinces 
were jailed for life, after be-
ing denounced for “serious-
ly damaging the unity of the 

party”. This was also inten-
tioned as a message to anti-
Xi forces to fall in line and 
support the current leader.

Though there is little doubt 
that Xi is poised to win five 
more years as China’s para-
mount leader, extending 
a tenure that began in late 
2012, there is still uncertain-
ty about how much influ-
ence he will wield over the 
formation of a new power 
structure. But the Congress 
will also end speculations 
about China’s rising stars on 
the horizon. 

20TH  CCP CONGRESS
Xi, 69, is widely expect-

ed to be exempt from the 
party’s informal “seven up, 
eight down” rule that ordi-
narily requires senior offi-
cials who are 68 or older to 
step down.

The rule will also not be 
applicable to everyone in the 
party’s inner circles, mean-
ing at least two of the seven-
member Politburo Standing 
Committee and half of the 
25-strong Politburo will 
probably retire.

But the new structure 
could be even more innova-
tive, as there have been sug-
gestions that Xi may shrink 

the CCP standing committee 
to five members, giving him 
more freedom, and replace 
some of those members who 
have yet to reach 68 by hav-
ing them retire to make way 
for his supporters.

CCP OVER THE YEARS
Mao Zedong overshadowed 
the Chinese political system 
for first 27 years of the CCP 
rule. Until his death in 1976 
Mao had the final word on 
every state and party matter 
including deciding the lead-
ership’s formation, enlarging 
or shrinking the size of the 
Politburo and the standing 
committee at will.

In 1978, Deng Xiaoping 
became paramount leader. 
Though considered very 
powerful, yet he also had 
to consult with seven other 
senior party members, a 
group known collectively 
as the “Eight Elders” or the 
“Eight Immortals”.

By 1989 with Jiang Zem-
in’s rise to power and after 
Deng Xiaoping’s death in 
1997, consensus politics had 
started to take hold in the 
CCP. The top party leader-
ship introduced channels 
to balance and institution-
alise power, and to improve 

accountability and gover-
nance. 

Jiang, for instance, intro-
duced the “seven up, eight 
down” practice. Jiang’s 
successor Hu Jintao, from 
2002 to 2012 further in-
stitutionalised Consensus 
rule, through intra-party 
democracy, through straw 
polls and competitive elec-
tions for the members of the 
party’s Central Committee.

XI’S TENURE
This led to June 2007, about 
four months before the par-
ty’s 17th Congress at which 
Xi was inducted into the Po-
litburo Standing Commit-
tee, when a straw poll was 
held for the first time among 
all Central Committee 
members and other leading 
officials to recommend pro-

visional candidates for the 
new 25-member Politburo.

Five years later in May 
2012, the party’s elite of-
ficials again met in Beijing 
to make recommendations 
on candidates not only for 
the 25-member Politburo, 
but more importantly the 
Standing Committee, also. 
This poll was then used as 
a benchmark to shape the 
new leadership line-up for 
the 18th Congress, at which 
Xi emerged as party supre-
mo.

However, Jinping did 
not like the previous elec-
toral methods. Before the 
party’s 19th Congress in 
October 2017, from which 
Xi emerged as a stronger 
leader having secured a sec-
ond term, the party leader-
ship found serious faults 
with the straw poll method. 
Ahead of the 19th Congress, 
Xi opted instead for face-to-
face meetings to select the 
new leadership. 

The most obvious prereq-
uisite for being elected to 
the new party structure is 
to be seen as being loyal to 
the current leader and party 
leadership besides possess-
ing experience in key areas 
like ability to handle cri-

ses, a proven track record 
of competency, the ability 
to earn Xi’s trust, a highly 
educated background and 
strong regional leadership 
experience.

In the forthcoming Con-
gress, many contenders for 
top posts also share close 
connections to Xi and his 
trusted aides and have pro-
fessional expertise in areas 
such as technology and 
business.

Several of Xi’s former as-
sociates in Zhejiang and 
Fujian provinces are ex-
pected to be promoted to 
even higher positions. One 
such high-flyer is Shanghai 
party chief Li Qiang, and the 
other one is He Lifeng, who 
is in charge of the National 
Development and Reform 
Commission. 

Some other regional chiefs 
are also seen as strong can-
didates for advancement, 
even though they have not 
been associated directly 
with Xi before he became 
president. This includes 
Guangdong party boss Li 
Xi; Fujian party secretary 
Yin Li and Shanghai mayor 
Gong Zheng; Liu Haixing, 
a seasoned diplomat; Liu 
Jieyi, currently Head of the 

State Council’s Taiwan Af-
fairs Office, and might be 
the next Chinese foreign 
minister; Liu Zhenli, com-
mander of the PLA’s ground 
forces and Shen Yiqin, one 
of the few women in a pro-
vincial party leadership role 
or on the Central Commit-
tee, Shen is a front runner 
to succeed Sun Chunlan as a 
Politburo member when she 
retires. Vice-Premier Sun is 
currently the only woman in 
the Politburo.

A confident Xi looking set 
to secure his third term as 
the party chief at the Con-
gress, has plans to achieve 
the target of creating a more 
modern socialist China by 
2049 – the centenary of the 
founding of the People’s 
Republic of China, and to 
accomplish this dream he 
needs a new leadership line-
up which will help him take 
forward and deliver that 
promise or a legacy which 
we would want to leave be-
hind.
Asad Mirza is a political com-
mentator, also associated 
with BBC Urdu Service and 
Khaleej Times of Dubai. He 
writes on Indian Muslims, and 
educational, international, in-
terfaith and current affairs.

NEW STRUCTURE

Xi’s third term will ensure power consolidation in China
The 20th Congress of China’s Communist Party will begin on 16 October. Xi Jinping, 69, is widely expected to be exempt from the party’s 
informal ‘seven up, eight down’ rule that ordinarily requires senior officials who are 68 or older to step down.

ASAD MIRZA
Xi Jinping

WASHINGTON: Con-
demning Russia’s missile 
strikes across Ukraine as 
“utter brutality”, US Presi-
dent Joe Biden on Monday 
expressed his condolences 
to the families of those 
killed and said that such 
attacks only further rein-
force the US’ commitment 

to stand with the people 
of Ukraine for as long as it 
takes. “We offer our condo-
lences to the families and 
loved ones of those who 
were senselessly killed to-
day and our best wishes for 
the recovery of those who 
were wounded,” the White 
House said in a statement. 

‘UTTER BRUTALITY’: U.S. ON RUSSIA’S 
MISSILE STRIKES ON UKRAINE
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law & order situation

Pak defence minister voices concern over 
khyber Pakhtunkhwa security situation
TDG NeTwork
Islamabad

Amid the growing presence of Tehrik-e 
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) in the country, 
Pakistan defence minister Khawaja Asif 
has expressed concerns over the dete-
riorating law and order situation in the 
northwest part of the country. 

Asif said that the Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa government was responsible for 
maintaining a law and order situation 
that has witnessed a surge in attacks in 
the recent past. “Armed forces rendered 
countless sacrifices to establish peace in 
the country,” he was quoted as saying 
by ARY News on Monday. Speaking 
on the floor of the house, Pakistan’s de-
fence minister recommended holding 
a debate in the house on the law and 
order situation in the KP province. 

The former prime minister has taken 
shelter in KP and he is using the re-
sources of the KP government. The 
whole [provincial] government is just 
focusing on getting power for its leader. 
“An individual is using religion as a card 

for his political gains,” he said. 
The Pakistani defence minister’s re-

marks came on the same day as armed 
men opened fire on a school van in 
Khyber that killed a driver while injur-
ing a child. This incident comes amid 
concerns over the growing presence of 
TTP in the northwest part of the coun-
try, following the Taliban takeover of 
Afghanistan in August.

The firing took place in Swat’s Char 
Bagh area, a day after the 10th anni-
versary of the shooting of Nobel laure-
ate Malala Yousafzai by the outlawed 
group TTP. The police said the inci-

dent occurred on Monday outside the 
Knowledge City School in the Guli Bagh 
locality. After the news broke, scores of 
students and teachers of private schools 
in the Swat district demonstrated 
against terrorist activities in the region.

Hundreds of protesters, who chanted 
slogans demanding peace in the region, 
said the law and order situation in Swat 
had been deteriorating for the past 
three months. “We know who is be-
hind the current drama. We know why 
the security forces are helpless against 
a few so-called terrorists,” a protester 
was quoted as saying by Dawn.

A Pakistan rights group condemned 
the “terrorist attack” on a school bus 
in Swat and said, “Swat’s residents are 
right to hold the security forces respon-
sible for failing to enforce the writ of the 
state.” “HRCP strongly condemns the 
terrorist attack on a school bus in Swat, 
in which the driver was killed and a 
young girl injured,” the Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) said 
in a statement posted on Twitter. The 
government of downplaying the threat 
from militants.

televised address

Malaysia PM dissolves 
parliament, calls for early polls

Malaysian Prime 
Minister Ismail 
Sabri Yaakob an-

nounced the dissolution of 
parliament on Monday in 
a special televised address 
and called for snap elec-
tions within the next 60 
days. 

The announcement from 
the premier comes after 
growing pressure from 
party colleagues loyal to 
United Malays National Or-
ganisation (Umno) presi-
dent Zahid Hamidi, who 
has called for the vote to 
be held as soon as possible 
since the year began. 

Notably, UMNO is a po-
litical party in Malaysia and 
the biggest party in the rul-
ing coalition. 

Sabri Yaakob’s decision to 
dissolve the parliament, the 

palace issued a statement 
expressing Sultan Abdul-
lah Ahmad Shah’s “disap-
pointment at current politi-
cal developments.” 

Therefore, “His Majesty 
expresses his hope that the 
Election Commission con-
ducts the 15th General Elec-
tion as soon as possible, 
taking into consideration 
the northeastern monsoon 

that is forecast to begin in 
mid-November 2022,” said 
the statement. 

The Malaysian parlia-
ment was dissolved on 
Monday in strict accor-
dance with Article 40 (2)(b) 
and Article 55(2) of the Fed-
eral Constitution and after 
the Premier met Sultan 
Abdullah Ahmad Shah at 
least twice between Thurs-
day and Sunday evening.

Since Malaysia’s indepen-
dence from Britain in 1957, 
the political party UMNO 
has led Malaysia. How-
ever, it was brought down 
in the 2018 elections by a 
financial scandal in which 
ex-Prime Minister Najib 
Razak was imprisoned for 
12 years for graft. 

Re c e nt ly,  Ma l ays i a n 
ex-Prime Minister Najib 
Razak lost his final appeal 
in a graft case linked to the 
looting of the 1Malaysia De-

velopment Berhad (1MDB) 
state fund, paving the way 
for a 12-year jail sentence 
for corruption. 

The verdict means Najib 
will have to serve a 12-year 
sentence, making him the 
first former prime minis-
ter to be jailed, reported Al 
Jazeera. The former prime 
minister has been on bail 
since 2018, pending the ap-
peal. A lower court in July 
2020 found Najib guilty 
of abuse of power, money 
laundering and criminal 
breach of trust over the 
transfer of 42 million ring-
gits (USD 10.1 million) from 
SRC International, a for-
mer unit of 1MDB, to his 
personal bank account. 

Najib was the UK-edu-
cated son of one of Malay-
sia’s founding fathers who 
had been groomed for the 
prime minister’s post from 
a young age.

TDG NeTwork
Kuala lumpur 

Malaysian Prime Minister 
Ismail Sabri Yaakob.

geoPolitical tensions family threatened

Beijing’s policies causing rift in  
China-Europe relations

Hindu female farm worker 
beaten, gang-raped in Pakistan

A multitude of economic 
and political factors, which 
include the ongoing geo-
political tensions amid the 
war in Ukraine, China’s 
anti-business ‘Zero COVID’ 
policy, human rights viola-
tions, and the Taiwan Strait 
Conflict, have deteriorated 
relations between China 

and Europe. Due to this, 
European countries are in-
creasingly scrambling to 
look for new options as they 
continue to remain hesitant 
about new investments in 
China amid economic un-
certainty just a few years 
ago, China became Europe’s 
biggest trading partner. Eu-
ropean investment in China 
has been through a few big 
companies. “Virtually no 

new European firms have 
chosen to enter the Chinese 
market in recent years,” said 
the group. 

“A few big firms are prop-
ping up the numbers there. 
Many others are reassessing 
their presence, “said Noah 
Barkin, the managing editor 
of Rhodium’s China practice. 
Moreover, Nomura Holdings, 
a global financial services 
group, has downgraded its 

forecast for China’s 2023 
annual growth to 4.3% from 
5.1%. Goldman Sachs also 
slashed the growth to 4.5% 
from the earlier projection 
of 5.3%. Nowadays, coun-
tries like Britain are openly 
expressing their dismay with 
Chinese policies. China’s hu-
man rights violations of its 
minority communities in Xin-
jiang, Tibet, violations of ba-
sic rights in Hong Kong and 

security threats are among 
the reasons why the west 
is keeping its distance from 
China in terms of new invest-
ment and economic activities.
In a display of disagreement 
towards the Chinese policies, 
the UK has blocked Chinese 
tech giant Huawei. It has also 
revoked the license of the Chi-
nese broadcaster CGTN, and 
granted refuge to millions of 
dissenters from Hong Kong.

A Hindu female farm worker 
was beaten and gang-raped 
in Pakistan by the farm 
owner and his goons. One 
Hindu lady farm labourer in 
Bahawalpur city of Lahinde 
Punjab, Kusum Bai, wife of 
Ganga Ram, r/o 108 Chak, 
was brutally beaten up by 
her employer when she went 

to collect her wages from 
the landlord, Muhammad 
Akram, on 7 October. 

The next morning, Akram 
and six of his accomplices 
forcibly entered her house 
and, after tying her fam-
ily members with ropes, 
disrobed and then brutally 
gang-raped her in front of 
her family, reported local 
media. The victim’s family 
has alleged they have been 

threatened that they would 
kill her and the family if 
they registered a police com-
plaint. However, Kusum and 
her family on Monday went 
to Bahawalpur City Police 
Station, which refused to en-
tertain their complaint, stat-
ing that Akram has several 
strong political connections 
and knows a number of se-
nior officers, reported local 
media. 
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Pakistan defence minister khawaja Asif.
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Fans gather 
outside 

a temple 
dedicated to 

Bollywood 
actor 

Amitabh 
Bachchan 

on his 80th 
birthday 

celebrations, 
in Kolkata on 

Tuesday.

SUPER-STARDOM 

#HAPPYBIRTHDAYAMITABHBACHCHAN 

AMITABH BACHCHAN TURNS 80: 
BIRTHDAY WISHES POUR IN 
As Bollywood megastar Amitabh Bachchan turned 80 
on Tuesday, not just the entertainment industry, but the 
heads of the state as well as netizens took to Twitter to 
wish him happy birthday on social media. 
Marking Big B’s special day, PM Modi called him an 
actor who has enthralled and entertained audiences 
across generations. “A very happy 80th birthday to Am-
itabh Bachchan Ji. He is one of India’s most remarkable 
film personalities who has enthralled and entertained 
audiences across generations. May he lead a long and 
healthy life. @SrBachchan,” Modi tweeted.
Superstar Rajinikanth dropped the birthday wish and 
wrote, “The legend.. someone who has inspired me 
always... the one true sensation and superhero of our 
glorious Indian film fraternity enters 80 .. happy birthday 
my dearest and most respected @SrBachchan Amitabh 
ji .. with lots of love and best regards always.”
Actor Sanjay Dutt posted a picture of himself and Big B 
to wish the latter on his birthday. The picture showcased 
the candid moment of the duo while greeting each other 
at an event. Sharing the picture, he wrote, “Having a 
mentor like you is no less than a blessing. Happy birth-
day @amitabhbachchan sir, here’s wishing you many 
more years of good health, happiness and abundance 
of peace.”
Vicky Kaushal also extended birthday wishes to Mega-
star. He dropped pictures of Big B. The first picture of 
the ‘Badla’ actor from one of his movies. The other 
monochrome picture of Amitabh. Along with the pic-
tures, he wrote, “A legend. An icon. A true inspiration. 
Happy 80th Birthday Sir! @amitabhbachchan.”

“G20 is  
becoming 
more 
important. 
It is time to 
strengthen 
ties with 
India.”

— ARSJAD RASJID

BRAIN-PICKING 

Chairman of the Indonesian Chamber of Commerce.

SENTIMENTAL 

NETIZENS ‘EMOTIONAL’ AFTER 
SEEING BIG B TEARY-EYED
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI                                      

Social media users have re-
acted emotionally to the re-
cent promo of “Kaun Banega 
Crorepati 14”, which showed 
its host Amitabh Bachchan 
crying after his wife Jaya Bach-
chan made a revelation.
Taking to Instagram, Sony TV 
dropped the promo, which 
they captioned, “@bachchan ji 
ke surprise ko dekh kar @am-
itabhbachchan ji apne aansu 
rok nahin paaye!”

In the promo, Abhishek 
Bachchan could be heard in-
troducing his mother, Jaya 
Bachchan, as “bula lete hai...
rishte mein jo hamari maa lagti 
hai”. After being seated on the 
hot seat, Jaya opens up about 
an incident in front of the au-
dience that left the veteran star 
with tears in his eyes, and he 
could be seen wiping his tears 
with tissue paper.

Soon after the sentimen-
tal promo for the upcoming 
episode was out, fans seemed 

concerned about the actor.
“Aapko itna bhavuk dekh 

kar hamari bhi aankh bhar 
aayi. We love you Amit ji,” a 
fan commented.

Another fan wrote, “Love 
you sir, you are fabulous and 
always down to earth.” I wish 
you lived longer and longer. 
God always blessed you. “Hap-
py birthday and many more to 
come.” “Amit ji aapki aankhon 
me aansu dekh kar me bhi ro 
rahi hu, miss you so much,” 
another fan commented.

A user wrote, “Lovely 
lovely Bachchan sahab, please 
don’t cry, my heart breaks.”

Another user wrote, “My 
heart is breaking for Amit ji 
crying. "

TDG NETWORK  
CANBERRA                    

TIES 

External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar met 
Australian Deputy 

Prime Minister Richard Mar-
les in Canberra on Monday 
and was gifted a signed bat 
by Virat Kohli in a special 
gesture to show the common 
thread of cricket that binds 
both countries together.

It is a pleasure to host S 
Jaishankar here in Canberra. 
There are many things that 
bind us, including our love of 
cricket. “Today, he surprised 
me with a signed bat from 
cricket legend Virat Kohli,” 
Marles tweeted.

During his meeting with 
Marles, who is the Defence 
Minister of Australia, Jais-
hankar exchanged views on 
regional and global security.

“Exchanged views on re-
gional and global security. 
“Our growing defence and 
security cooperation ensures 
a peaceful, prosperous and 
rules-based Indo-Pacific,” he 
said in a tweet.

Jaishankar reached Can-
berra on Monday after a suc-
cessful visit to New Zealand. 
He arrived in Canberra “to a 

Tiranga welcome” as the old 
Parliament building of Aus-
tralia was lit up in Indian na-
tional colours.

The external affairs min-
ister later held the 13th For-
eign Ministers’ Framework 
Dialogue (FMFD) along with 
his Australian counterpart, 
Penny Wong.

After the meeting, Jais-
hankar said, “Overall, the 
sense has really been that, 
you know, the relationship 
has kept growing.”

“We are, you know, look-
ing at finding ways of sort 
of taking it to higher levels. 
“When it comes to the global 
situation, we had a good dis-
cussion,” he said during a 
joint press conference with 
Minister Penny.

On Monday afternoon, 
Jaishankar also met with 
Australian Education Min-
ister Jason Clare in Canberra 
and discussed the importance 
of quality education and the 
need to prepare for the global 

workplace.
“Glad to meet Australia’s 

Education Minister @Jason-
ClareMP this afternoon in 
Canberra. “We discussed the 
importance of quality educa-
tion, the need for an interna-
tional outlook and prepara-
tion for the global workplace,” 
he said.

On Tuesday, Jaishankar 
had interactions with the 
Australian Navy, the media, 
and think tanks, including 
the Lowy Institute in Sydney.

Jaishankar gifts Virat Kohli’s signed 
bat to Australian Deputy PM

S Jaishankar gifting the bat to Australian Deputy PM Richard Marles. 

RECOGNISING SUCCESS STORIES OF HOMELESS 
FESTIVAL 

On the occasion of ‘World Home-
less Day’ on October 10, Delhi Urban 
Shelter Improvement Board (DUSIB) 
hosted a first of its kind event titled 
“Delhi’s First Slum Festival” with the 
theme “Hunar Ki Pukar, Dilli Ashray 
Se Begharon Ke Zindagi Mein Sud-
har”. 
The event will continue for a week at 
DUSIB Shelter Homes Complex, Sarai 
Kale Khan.

The Chief Guest of the ‘Delhi’s 
First Slum Festival’, Manish Sisodia, 
Deputy Chief Minister of Delhi, made 
a special address to the gathering. 
He recognised the success stories of 
homeless people in Delhi, who have 
achieved laurels and felicitated them 
for their individual success as well as 
their contribution to society.

While highlighting the role of the 
Delhi government in providing elec-
tricity, education facilities, potable 
drinking water and health facilities 
to residents of slum dwellers, he fur-
ther appreciated the role of DUSIB in 
providing the platform to showcase 
the talents of the slum dwellers and 
homeless people through “Delhi’s 
First Slum Festival”. 

“The organising of such pro-
grammes will continue in the future,” 
the Deputy CM said.

Moreover, the week-long celebra-
tions are targeted to sensitise the pub-
lic about homelessness, recognising 
the contribution of the homeless of 
Delhi and their felicitation.

K Mahesh, CEO, DUSIB, talked 
about the ‘Delhi Model’ of shelters 
for the homeless and how Delhi has 
deployed one of the world’s highest 

numbers of homeless shelters in a 
city. It has become a model for manyº 
states and cities across the world.

He also recognised that as Delhi 
has a robust homeless shelter mecha-
nism, there will further be steps taken 
to improve the condition of the home-
less according to their needs in order 
to improve their lives. The recogni-
tion of ‘World Homeless Day’ in Delhi 
is a step in that direction, he said.

This is the first time that Delhi is 
recognising ‘World Homeless Day’ 
and celebrating it with the homeless 

communities to highlight and main-
stream homelessness as an issue.

The event was a grand success, 
with more than 500 attendees that 
included the homeless, youth from 
different communities, NGOs/CSOs, 
and the wider public.

The event was supported and co-
organized by the Shelter Manage-
ment Agencies and other NGOs like 
SPYM, Akshay Patra, Ashraya Ad-
hikhar Abhiyan, Sadik Masih, Sofia, 
Janpahal, Safe Approach, Rachana, 
and IGSSS.

Manish Sisodia with young achivers of slum dwellers.

TDG NETWORK
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FAMILIES WHO EAT TOGETHER 
ARE LESS STRESSEDSS

A lifetime risk of heart disease and stroke can increase due to 
chronic and constant stress, but a new survey from the Ameri-
can Heart Association has revealed that regular mealtime with 
others could be a simple solution to help manage stress.

Of the 1,000 U.S. adults nationwide surveyed in September 
2022 for the American Heart Association’s Healthy for Good 
movement by Wakefield Research, the vast majority (84%) say 
they wish they could share a meal more often with loved ones, 
and nearly all parents report lower levels of stress among their 
family when they regularly connect over a meal.

“Sharing meals with others is a great way to reduces stress, 
boost self-esteem and improve social connection, particularly 
for kids,” said Erin Michos, M.D, M.H.S, American Heart As-
sociation volunteer, associate director of preventive cardiology 
at Johns Hopkins and a co-author of the American Heart As-
sociation’s statement on Psychological Health, Well-being, and 
the Mind-Heart-Body Connection. “Chronic, constant stress 
can also increase your lifetime risk of heart disease and stroke, 
so it is important for people to find ways to reduce and manage 
stress as much as possible, as soon as possible.”

Indian family having a meal together. 

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON  

FIVE ANIMALS FOUND ONLY IN INDIA 
India is home to numerous species, some of which 
are unique to the planet. India is the eighth most 
biodiverse country in the world, with 566 wildlife 
sanctuaries and 104 national parks. With such a rich 
biodiversity, India is home to several animal species 
that are exclusive to the country. Here are five animals 
listed that are only found in India.

LION-TAILED MACAQUE
The Western Ghats in Southern India are where 
you can find the Lion-Tailed Macaque. Its tail, 
which resembles a lion’s tail, gave rise to its 

name. One of the rarest and most threatened macaque 
species in the world is the lion-tailed macaque. They are 
dispersed throughout various regions of Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala, and Karnataka. 

SANGAI DEAR 
Manipur’s national animal, the Sangai deer, is 
a species that only exists there. The Manipur 
brow-antlered deer is the common name for this 

subspecies of the Elds deer. It is primarily found in the Keibul-
Lamjao National Park’s southern section of Loktak Lake. It 
was thought that the Sangai deer was nearly extinct by 1950 
and is now listed as an endangered and endemic species. 

NILGIRI BLUE ROBIN
A passerine bird, the Nilgiri Blue Robin or Nil-
giri Short Wing, is primarily found in the Shola 
woods of southern India. These birds, which 

can be identified by their buffy white bellies and frequent 
calls with sharp rattles and tit-like notes, can be found 
in deep woodlands. This species, which is threatened by 
habitat loss, is also rare and only found in India.

NILGIRI TAHR
The Western Ghats are home to the Nilgiri Tahr, 
which is the state animal of Tamil Nadu. It is an 
ungulate species that is unique to India. Its native 

habitats are primarily found in Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and other 
southern Indian states. The Nilgiri Tahr is identified by its short, 
coarse fur and horns, which can grow up to 40 cm in length.

KASHMIR STAG
An Indian-only subspecies of the Central 
Asian Red Deer is called the Kashmir stag, 
or Hangul. It is primarily found in Himachal 

Pradesh’s northern regions, particularly the Chamba 
District and Kashmir Valley The Kashmiri Stag can be 
identified by its brown coat with speckling on the hair, 
a light rump patch, and a brown coat. 

— SIMRAN SINGH 

Lion-taled Macaque

Amitabh Bachchan 
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The Delimitation Commission issued its final order for Jammu and Kashmir in May 2022, increasing the number of seats in the 
state Assembly from 83 to 90.

Source: Outlook India

In the first-ever District Development Council elections held in Jammu and Kashmir after the state lost its special status, the BJP 
emerged as the single largest party with 75 seats.

delimitation process

Amid political churning, BJP 
expanding its catchment in J&K
Until recently and 

since the removal of 
Article 370 in 2019, 

political and electoral de-
velopments in the erstwhile 
state and now Union Territo-
ry (UT) of Jammu and Kash-
mir appeared to have been in 

limbo. The move to remove 
Article 370 changed the polit-
ical map of the state, diluted 
its special status granted by 
the constitution, bifurcated 
it into two units, and opened 
doors for greater interven-
tion by the Union govern-
ment in the functioning of 
the region. It has allowed for 

the extension and applica-
tion of several laws and rules 
framed by the central govern-
ment which otherwise could 
not be extended to the former 
state without approval from 
the state legislature. 

The legality of the Centre’s 
decision to abrogate Article 
370 in the state is still under 

judicial review, but there has 
been an opening up of the 
region’s integration with the 
rest of India arguably altering 
the social fabric and identity 
of the region. 

The change in the state’s 
political dynamic is most 
evident by the Delimita-
tion Commission’s final 

award in May 2022, which 
tips the scales in favour of 
Jammu, which has a larger 
share of Hindu population 
and Kashmir, where more 
Muslims can be found, and 
Home Minister Amit Shah’s 
recent announcement to 
grant Scheduled Tribe (ST) 
status to the UT’s Pahari 

community. 
Both developments are 

important factors for the 
Assembly elections that are 
likely to be held in the com-
ing months and will seal the 
fate of the other main politi-
cal players in the region-  the 
Indian National Congress 
(INC), People’s Democratic 

Party (PDP), and National 
Conference (NC). The change 
in the legal status of the state 
has also altered the very basis 
of politics of several factions 
and groups representing 
separatist agendas. 

Both the removal of the 
state’s special status and the 
Delimitation commission’s 

award have dealt a body blow 
to the PDP and NC, as it chips 
away at their political prem-
ise of special status. 

This change has been ac-
companied by the rise of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
in the former state, also evi-
dent from the result of the 
last few elections.

electoral churning in local Bodies
The last democratic elections in Jammu and Kashmir were 
held in December 2020 when the state’s electorate voted to 
elect local body members in the District Development Coun-
cils (DDC). The election results saw the emergence of a unique 
coalition of rival parties in the form of the People’s Alliance for 
Gupkar Declaration (PAGD). At the time, PAGD comprised 
the NC, PDP, Communist Party of India (Marxist), Awami Na-
tional Conference, Jammu and Kashmir People’s Conference 
(JKPC), and Jammu & Kashmir People’s Movement (JKPM). 
The JKPC and the JKPM parted ways from the Gupkar Alli-
ance in 2021 and 2022, respectively. 

Indicating its member parties’ strong but declining domi-
nance in the state’s political space, the Gupkar Alliance won 
20 councils and the BJP won six. In line with the BJP’s strong-
hold in the region, the party swept away the Jammu division 

and also emerged as the single largest party in the state with 
75 DDC seats. 

The Alliance led with 112 seats, giving the BJP a tough fight 
in the Kashmir division as the INC bagged 26 seats. Independ-
ent candidates won as high as 50 seats, reflecting a general 
discontent with the mainstream parties in several parts of 
the UT. Interestingly, the BJP managed to enter the Kashmir 
Valley by winning three of the 140 DDC seats, which was a 
major boost for the party’s efforts in the Muslim-dominated 
region. The outcome of the DDC polls mirrors the electoral 
divisions of the Union Territory reflected in the 2014 Jammu 
and Kashmir Assembly elections and 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. In both elections, the PDP and NC performed well in 
the Kashmir region while the BJP maintained its stronghold 
in the Jammu region. 

Damini mehta



Source: Wikimedia Commons

Union Home Minister and BJP leader Amit Shah’s recent visit to the Union Territory has brought the focus back on the political 
developments in the region.

Cash-rich and heavyweight projects such as the 850 MW 
Ratle and 540 MW Kwar Hydroelectric Projects, the Ban-
ihal-Qazigund Road Tunnel (costing over Rs 3,100 crore), 
the Delhi-Amritsar-Katra Expressway, and the 500KW 
Solar Power Plant announced or inaugurated by PM Modi 
during his April 2022 visit are a sign the BJP considers Jam-
mu and Kashmir crucial to its 2024 Lok Sabha strategy as 
well. 

The party is laying greater emphasis on development, but 
political manoeuvring doesn’t remain in the back seat. The 
Delimitation Commission, set up by the Government of India 
in March 2020 to redraw Jammu and Kashmir’s electoral 
constituencies, gave its final award on 5th May 2022. It as-
signed 43 seats to Jammu region and 47 to  Kashmir – a total 
of 90 seats for the UT’s assembly, up from its earlier strength 
of 83 (excluding four seats of Ladakh). Six out of the seven 
new seats were allotted to Jammu and one to Kashmir. 

The panel’s final decision has redrawn the UT’s electoral 
map and disturbed the existing political contours of the re-
gion. The exercise has paved the way for the first Assembly 
election in the UT after a clear change in its geographical 
and political boundary when it last went to polls in 2014 
as a unified state of Jammu and Kashmir. While Opposi-
tion parties, the NC and the PDP, are calling the Delimita-
tion Commission’s decision a biased attempt to favour the 
BJP, the latter is calling it an attempt to correct past wrongs 
while keeping in mind present needs of the region and the 

UT and has already made the clarion call for the upcoming 
elections. 

Contributing reports by Ratika 
Khanna, Junior Research Associate 
at Polstrat, Meherin Singh Kalsey, 
Mihikaa Singal and Sankalp Mishra, 
Interns at Polstrat.

Delimitation anD Upcoming  
assembly  elections

bJp’s Rising sUppoRt in J&K
Union Home Minister and BJP leader Amit Shah’s recent 
visit to the UT has brought the focus back on the political 
developments in the region. The party announced a slew of 
developmental projects for the UT and the larger region in-
cluding a convention complex in Jammu City. Prior to this, the 
party’s increasing desire to bring the area in its fold could be 
seen in the April 2022 visit of Prime Minister Modi, his first 
formal visit to Jammu and Kashmir since the abrogation of 
Article 370. He launched projects worth Rs 20,000 crore for 
the state. While the party’s focus has been on strengthening 
its position in the Jammu division, its attempts to bring the 
Kashmir region into the fold can be seen through recent de-
velopments such as mega rallies in the region and large scale 
infrastructure projects. The result of the previous Assembly 
and Lok Sabha elections clearly back this split in the politics 
of the UT. 

In the 2014 Assembly elections, the last in the undivided 
state, the PDP and NC’s grip remained strong in the Kashmir 
region, winning 25 and 12 seats respectively (of total 46 seats), 
whereas the BJP was largely a force to reckon with in Jammu 
(total 37 seats) as it won 25 seats there, but failing to win any 
seats in Kashmir. Notably, the BJP secured the largest vote 
share in the state at 22.98 per cent, marginally higher than 

PDP’s 22.67 per cent as both came together to form an alli-
ance government in the state. While the vote share and seat 
share of the two dominant regional parties in the state- the 
PDP and the NC - have hovered in the same range in the last 
three assembly elections (2002, 2008, and 2014), the BJP has 
increased its footprint from a small 8.57 per cent popular vote 
in 2002 to 12.45 per cent in 2008 and 22.98 per cent in 2014. 

In the Lok Sabha elections, while the state’s six seats saw 
some shift, the popular vote share saw a clear change in trend 
between 2014 and 2019. The BJP managed to retain the three-
seat victory in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections in Jammu and 
Kashmir, clocking its highest-ever vote share of 46.4 per cent 
in the state, more than that of the Congress, NC, and PDP  to-
gether. The National Conference bagged victory on the other 
three seats of the erstwhile state, all falling in the Kashmir 
region, leaving Mehbooba Mufti’s PDP with none. However, 
the NC, despite sweeping the Kashmir region, got a meagre 
7.89 per cent vote share. In comparison, the Congress, with 
no seats, secured 28.47 per cent votes, nearly four times the 
NC’s. PDP appeared to have been relegated to the back of 
state politics securing barely 3 per cent of votes in a state it 
has ruled multiple times in the past. 

bJp’s pahaRi oUtReach 
Amit Shah’s recent visit to the UT in the first week of 

October 2022 sounded the poll bugle for the par-
ty’s campaign in the region. 

The Home Minister made several announcements clearly 
targeted at both development and politics as he laid the 
foundation stone for 240 development projects of about Rs 
2,000 crore in Srinagar. 

The visit was replete with mentions of the central govern-
ment’s efforts to bring terrorism under control, reform the 
economy of the UT, and push for a greater role of tourism 
in the region’s growth and development. 

The visit’s highlight, however, was Shah’s announcement 
to grant ST status to the economically well-off Pahari com-
munity. 

The move reflects the changing politico-social contour of 
UT and the party’s attempts to find a more solid foothold in 
the state, especially the Kashmir region, which has eluded 
it election after election. 

The Pahari community is politically decisive in several 
constituencies of the UT, and will be central to the BJP’s 
desire to form a government in Jammu and Kashmir on its 
own.  Year after year, the BJP’s electoral performance in the 

erstwhile state was concentrated in the Jammu region, also 
evident from the last Assembly election. After the elections 
gave a divided assembly, BJP, the second-largest party had 
to rely on PDP, which was three seats behind but has domi-
nance in Kashmir-based seats, to form a coalition in the 
then state. The support of the Gujjar, Bakarwal, and Hill or 
Pahari communities can help the party open its account in 
Kashmir in the next elections.

In September 2022, the BJP government nominated Ghu-
lam Ali Khatana, a Gujjar leader, to the Rajya Sabha, an-
other attempt to attract Kashmir-based communities. 

According to political observers, Baramulla and Srinagar 
were chosen as the venues to kickstart the BJP’s campaign 
in the UT to emphasise the party’s focus on the Kashmir 
region. 

Organising a rally in Baramulla, the party’s largely apo-
litical outreach attempt, marked by no party flags, clear 
emphasis on the benefits the UT has received after the re-
moval of Article 370, and reiterating the government and 
the Prime Minister’s focus on the development of the state 
point towards the party’s intentions to set the stage for de-
velopment politics, sidelining regional identity. 
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new development

eCB announCes Central ContraCts for 2022-23 
season: Jason roy demoted, livingstone moves up
TDG NETWORK
LONDON

England white-ball veteran 
Jason Roy’s struggles with 
form in the ongoing season 
have resulted in him being 
downgraded to an incremen-
tal deal, while the country’s 
T20 star Liam Livingstone 
has earned his first full con-
tract in the new central con-
tract offers for the 2022-23 
season announced by Eng-
land and Wales Cricket Board 
(ECB) on Tuesday.

These contracts are in ef-
fect from October 1 onwards. 
“The England and Wales 
Cricket Board has announced 

the Central Contract offers 
for England Men’s interna-
tional cricket for the year 
from 1 October 2022,” said 
a statement from the board.

In T20Is this year, Roy 
has struggled for form. In 11 
appearances so far, he has 
scored only 206 runs at an 
average of 18.72. Only one 
half-century has come off his 
bat, with the best individual 
score of 52. His form led to 
him being dropped from the 
ICC T20 World Cup squad 
for this year.

However, he has a better 
record in ODIs this year. He 
has scored 296 runs in eight 
innings across nine matches 

at an average of 42.28. One 
century and one fifty have 
come off his bat, with the best 
score of 101*.

The system, which covers 
both red-ball and white-ball 
players, takes into account 
the likelihood of players 
featuring in England teams 
across formats in the next 12 
months, whilst also recog-
nising performances in the 
preceding year.

In total, 30 players have 
received central contract 
offers—18 England Annual 
Central Contracts, six Eng-
land Increment Contracts, 
and six England Pace Bowl-
ing Development Contracts.

Surrey wicketkeeper Ben 
Foakes and Lancashire batter 
Liam Livingstone are the two 
new recipients of England’s 
annual central contract of-
fers, whilst Harry Brook, 
Matthew Potts and Reece 
Topley are offered England 
Increment Contracts, their 
first central contracts.

To support the development 
of high-potential seam bowl-
ers, Brydon Carse, Matthew 
Fisher and Jamie Overton 
are offered Pace Bowling 
Development Contracts for 
the first time, joining Saqib 
Mahmood, Craig Overton 
and Olly Stone on this form 
of Central Contract.

moving up

lakshya sen moves to Career-Best 
world numBer 8
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Commonwealth Games 
gold medalist Lakshya Sen 
continues to climb up on the 
Badminton World Federation 
(BWF) World Rankings lad-
der to grab a new career-high 
eighth position in the latest 
men’s singles rankings, while 
the men’s doubles pair of MR 
Arjun and Dhruv Kapila also 
moved closer to the Top-20 
by jumping two spots.

The ranking updates were 
conveyed through a press 
release from the Badminton 
Association of India (BAI). 

Maintaining his position in 
the Top-10, Sen moved up 
one spot in the rankings. The 
21-year-old has been in bril-

liant form, starting the year 
with a gold medal at the India 
Open 2022 before his runner-
up finishes at the prestigious 
All England Open Champi-
onships and German Open. 
He was also a key member of 
India’s historic Thomas Cup 
triumph after 73 years.

On the other hand, the in-
form duo of Arjun and Dhruv 
have been consistently mak-
ing a steady rise in the rank-
ings after they began the year 
at 42nd position. With a jump 
of 2 spots, they have climbed 
up to a career-best World 
No. 21.

The Indian pair, which 

recently clinched the title of 
India Maharashtra Interna-
tional Challenge 2022, are 
known for causing upsets, 
one of which came in this 
year’s BWF World Champi-
onships, where they took just 
40 minutes to stun the then 
World No. 8 Danish pair of 
Kim Astrup and Anders Ras-
mussen.

Two-time Olympics medal-
list PV Sindhu has remained 
sixth in the women’s singles 
rankings, while the pair of 
Chirag Shetty and Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy are ranked 
eighth in the men’s doubles 
section.

Lakshya Sen 

eXClusive

India made a brilliant comeback in 
the second ODI against South Afri-
ca and registered a thrilling seven-

wicket win to draw level in the three-
match series in Ranchi on Sunday.

Chasing a target of 278, Shreyas Iyer 
led from the front and scored 

a blistering century 

(113*off 111 balls) to help India cross the 
line with 4.1 overs left.

While the batters did perform bril-
liantly, it was the bowlers who ac-
tually swung the match in India’s 
favour early on. At one stage, South 
Africa were cruising with the pair 
of Aiden Markram and Reeza Hen-
dricks threatening to take their team 
past 320. However, the Indian bowlers 
pulled the plugs at the right time and 
choked the Proteas in the death overs, 
with their last 10 overs only producing 
57 runs.

It was Mohd. Siraj (3-28), who led 
from the front and picked up a wicket 
each in all the power plays to cripple 
the Proteas in the middle.

Talking exclusively to NewsX on 
a cricket special show presented by 
Dafa News, Rajkumar Sharma, Virat 
Kohli’s coach, said, “I was really wor-
ried about Indian bowling coming into 
the match but the way they bowled 
in the second match was simply out-
standing. They went all out, bowled as 
a unit with Siraj leading from the front. 
All the bowlers stepped in at the right 
time and did superb, which is the big-
gest positive for me to come out of this 
match.”

“It was a happy moment for the In-
dian bowling attack and to contain 
such a strong team which has so many 
impactful batters is commendable,” he 
added.

While Siraj was the pick of the bowl-
ers, Sharma feels that the way oth-
ers also stood up to the challenge was 
just brilliant to watch. “Siraj no 

doubt was the best 
amongst the lot but the 

way others performed 
as well is really great. 
It is quite natural 
for a batting unit to 
target other bowl-
ers when one bowl-

er is creating trouble. 
But others did well 

and complemented seri-
ously to the tee. They did not 

let pressure get to them and bowled 
those hard lengths, were on target and 
stopped the run flow,” he added fur-
ther.

Speaking about Shubman Gill, who 
failed to capitalise yet again after a fine 
start, the Dronacharya Awardee said, 
“He is a very talented guy. He is the 
future of Indian cricket. He has good 
shot selections and times the ball re-
ally well, but the only problem with 
him is his temperament. He needs to 
be more consistent to be a regular on 
the Indian team. He can be the main-
stay for Indian cricket for a long pe-
riod in the times to come but for that 
he needs to change his mindset in the 
middle. He is a great talent and I hope 
he realises his potential and plays ac-
cording to that.”
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Other bowlers complemented 
Siraj well in second ODI: 
Rajkumar Sharma

Indian 
bowlers 

pulled the plugs 
at the right time 
and choked the 
Proteas in the 

death overs
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A four-wicket haul 
from spinner Kul-
deep Yadav and vi-

tal contributions from other 
Indian bowlers powered 
India to defeat South Africa 
by seven wickets in the third 
and final ODI of the series 
here on Tuesday.

India won the series 2-1. 
South Africa were bowled 
out for a paltry 99 in 27.1 
overs. Kuldeep Yadav was 
the pick of the bowlers as he 
scalped four wickets for 18 
runs. He was ably assisted 
by Washington Sundar 
(2/15) and Mohammad Siraj 
(2/17). Shahbaz Ahmed also 
took two wickets and gave 
away 32 runs. Heinrich 
Klaasen scored 34 runs, but 
none of the other batters 
could stay long on the crease. 
India comfortably chased 
the target in 19.1 overs, with 
opener Shubman Gill (49) 
and Shreyas Iyer (28*) mak-
ing major contributions.

India got off to a solid start 
as Shubman Gill feasted on 
the pace of Marco Jansen 
and Lungi Ngidi, hitting 
them for some delight-
ful boundaries.

Shikhar Dhawan 
was more cau-
tious, though he 
also hit a stylish 
cover drive. The 
42-run opening stand came 
to an end after Dhawan was 
run out by wicketkeeper-
batter Quinton De Kock 
and Marco Jansen after a 
mix-up between the bat-
ters. Dhawan had made 8 
runs in 14 balls.

Ishan Kishan joined Gill 
at the crease and the team 
reached the fifty-run mark 

in 9.3 overs. At the end of the 
power play in 10 overs, India 
were 53/1 with Gill (31*) and 
Kishan (6*).

Spinner Bjorn Fortuin 
ended Kishan’s stay at the 
crease as he nicked the ball to 
keeper De Kock for 10 runs 
of 18 balls. India was 65/2 at 
this point.

Shreyas Iyer joined Gill and 
hit some impressive strokes, 
smashing Anrich Nortje for 
a six and Fortuin for two 
straight four-run hits.

With three runs left for In-
dia to win the match, pacer 
Lungi Ngidi trapped Gill 
lbw for 49, which came of 
57 balls.

Sanju Samson joined Iyer 
in the crease and levelled 
the scores with a take of two 
runs. Iyer finished the match 
with a huge six, taking India 
to 105/3.

Proteas wickets came from 
Ngidi (1/21) and Fortuin 

(1/20), but it was not enough.
Earlier, Indian bowlers 

justified the decision of their 
captain, Shikhar Dhawan, 
to field as they bundled out 
South Africa for just 99.

As the Proteas lost their 
first wicket for 7, Washing-
ton Sundar took the prized 
scalp of wicket-keeper batter 
Quinton de Kock for 6.The 
other opener, Janneman Ma-
lan, too, did not last long as 
pacer Mohammed Siraj dis-
missed him for 15 and India 
lost their second wicket with 
only 25 runs on the board.

Siraj struck again in his 
next over, dismissing 
Reeza Hendricks for 
three runs, as the Pro-
teas lost their third wicket 
in the first ten overs of the 
manda- tory 
power-

play with only 26 runs on the 
board.

Aiden Markram too 
failed to deliver as slow 
left-arm spinner Shahbaz 
Ahmed dismissed him for 
9, stumped by Sanju Sam-
son. South Africa scratched 
their way to the 50-run mark 
in 17.1 overs. Sundar cleaned 
up skipper David Miller for 
seven runs as the visitors lost 
half their side for 66.

Kuldeep Yadav too joined 
the party, dismissing Andile 

Phehlukwayo as the 
visitors lost their 
sixth wicket for 71. 
Heinrich Klaasen 

was the only batter 
who was showing 
some fight, but he 

also perished for 
34 off 42 balls by 

Shahbaz, who 
got his second 
scalp in the 

match.
Bjorn 

Fortuin 
became 

the second 
scalp of Kul-

de e p  Yad av 
as he was dis-

missed leg before 
wicket to leave the 

visitors tottering at 94 
for 8. In the next ball, 

the Chinaman bowler 
cleaned up Anrich Nortje 

for a duck.
Marco Jansen became his 

fourth victim of Kuldeep 
as he was caught in the 
boundary line by Avesh 
Khan to bundle out South 
Africa for 99 in just 27.1 
overs. The 27-year-old 
UP bowler finished with 
figures of 4/18.

Shahbaz Ahmed also 
took 2 wickets for 32 
runs.

india clinch series win
with seven-wicket victory over south AfricA

elections

Binny filed nomination for president post, 
Shelar for treasurer: BCCI Vice President

MaNOj jOshi 
GANDHINAGAr

36th national games

manipur defeated punjab in the 
judo mixed team event 

indian team after winning the ODi series against south africa.

Roger Binny

exclusive
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i am working very hard to meet people expectations: aakarshi kashyap

An ace shuttler Aakarshi 
Kashyap continued her tale of 
being victorious by winning 
the women’s singles title at Na-
tional Games 2022. She is an 
Indian badminton player who 
was selected to be part of the 
Indian team at the 2018 Asian 
Games. She was part of the na-
tional women’s team that won 
the gold medal in 2019 South 
Asian Games.

We spoke to her exclusively 
and below are the excerpts:

Q. You and PV Sindhu are the 
two ace single players as of now in 
the Indian Badminton team. How 
special is this to stand next to an 
Icon and being counted the ‘second 
best’?

A. It makes me happy, but at 
the same time it comes with a 
huge responsibility lying on 
my shoulders that people’s eyes 
are on me after PV Sindhu. I 
am working very hard to meet 
people expectations and to 
meet my expectations which is 
to qualify for 2024 Paris Olym-
pics, I will do well in that.

Q. People often mistakenly con-

sider you as one of the relatives or 
some extended family member of 
the ace shuttler Parupalli Kashyap, 
as you share the same sir names 
and career, what you have to say?

A. (Laughs), No it’s absolutely 
wrong. I don’t have any relative 
connections with him.  I do call 
him Bhaiya like a player to play-
er or a senior to junior. 

Q. Please discuss your immediate 
goals?

A. My immediate goal is to 
improve my world rank and be 
amongst the Top 35 this year 
and also to do well in super 
badminton tournaments which 
I will be playing like Australia 
Open and also some Interna-
tional challenges in which I am 
going to participate. Currently, 
my goal is to perform outstand-
ingly well at the International 
forum. It counts a lot and will 
also boost up my confidence to 
prepare for Olympics and all.

Q .How much does the ranking af-
fects you? 

A. Yes, it does affects me. 
Ranking is important for play-
ers as it’s a kind of achievement 
and then secondly ranking is 
what makes you consistent. 
For instance a person belongs 

to a higher rank because he or 
she was constantly perform-
ing brilliantly in the past few 
tournaments in the past few 

years so that’s how it works. 
Sometimes, what happens that 
if some player is having a bad 
day or the player is not able to 

play decently or gets injured, so 
they might lose to a lower rank-
ing. But that doesn’t means that 
the person with the lower rank 
is less talented or one with the 
higher rank does not deserve to 
be there. It’s all fair.

Q.  How are your preparations 
going on for the Asian Games and 
Paris Olympics?

A. I am working very hard 
and doing three sessions in a 
day which comprises of morn-
ing training and two playing 
sessions. For Asian Games they 
will conduct the trial again I 
hope so. I will try my best to 
qualify for that and personally 
I am trying to cut on as many 
distractions as I can. 

Q. Have you been told to amend 
your game strategies, in a healthy 
way to improve your game and 
make it unbeatable for upcoming 
tournaments?

A. People usually say that I 
don’t have attacking skills. So i 
am everyday trying to develop 
more strokes .I am working 
on it rigorously, I take coach’s 
and team’s advice. I have pretty 
much improved on it, but the 
thing is that I am not able to 
perform the same strokes at 

times on the court which I ef-
ficiently perform during the 
practice matches. So, my focus 
is to showcase the same zeal 
and strokes on the court as well 
while playing the tournament.

Q. How does it feel to win a gold 
medal at national Games 2022? 

A. A big breakthrough in-
deed! Because I wasn’t win-
ning much off lately. Like I lost 
in Nagpur and Raipur. So this 
Gold Medal clinch has again 
fuelled me and I am trying to 
continue with this spirit.

Q. How did Gujarat treat you 
and how were Gujaratis to you, be-
cause sports stars have really some 
good things to say about everything 
there. 

A. Of course, they will. I too 
will endorse the same. It was 
festive time, Gujarat looked 
so colorful and vibrant. It’s 
an amazing place with super 
amazing people. Full of humil-
ity and helpful attitude. They 
were supportive, friendly in 
nature and were very sweet in 
speech. Even, the hotel where I 
was staying, its hotel staff made 
me feel as special as I reached 
there, they presented me a tra-
ditional welcome dessert of 

theirs. And on the D day when 
I won the gold medal, they sur-
prised me with a cake with con-
gratulations written on it.

Q. Did you accompany PV Sind-
hu in Dandiya Ras in Surat where 
all the icons including Neeraj Cho-
pra danced till the heels broke?

A. No No (giggles), I didn’t 
go. I was in the tournament so 
don’t do such things when I am 
in a competition. Also, we just 
flew back the next day so there 
was time crunch too. 

Q. How was the event, as the other 
players too have appreciated the 
way National Games 2022 was or-
ganized?

A. Everything was just per-
fect. Even the volunteers were 
very supportive. My father 
didn’t have the accreditation 
card, so they helped issuing 
one for my Father in no time. 
Of course, they issued cards 
for many private coaches with-
out any formalities. So making 
things convenient for us.

Q. Who is your inspiration?
A. There so many people, Sri-

kanth Bhaiya (S. Kidambi) and 
Sindhu Didi (PV Sindhu) and 
Lin Dan (the Chinese Badmin-
ton player) is my ideal.

The general perception is that judo 
is an individual sport, but the initia-
tive taken to make it a team sport has 
been very much appreciated here.

On the last day of the Judo event 
at the 36th National Games, in a 
newly created team event, Manipur 
defeated Punjab by 4-2 and won the 
trophy.

It is surprising that in the presence 
of Olympians like Avtar Singh and 
many other international players on 
the Punjab side, it happened. Then, 
in the semi-finals, Punjab defeated 
Haryana, raising hopes for the final, 
but their bet against Manipur in the 
final was cancelled.

The mixed team concept was 
first introduced at the 2017 World 
Championship. Since then, Japan 
has won the trophy consecutively 
for four years. Similarly, a mixed 
team event was held for the first 
time at the Tokyo Olympics, where 
France defeated Japan and won the 
gold medal. This type of event was 

held for the first time in India in 
2018 at the National Championship 
in Visakhapatnam, and it was also 
held for the first time at the National 
Games here.

In these matches, each team has 
three men, and the same number of 
women are on the side. If the score 
is tied (3-3), then the seventh match 
is organised and the weight category 
is decided by draw. This bout will be 
decided by golden score. The same 
was seen in the third place match on 
Wednesday when Haryana defeated 

Rajasthan by a golden score in the 
seventh match, making it very excit-
ing.

Similarly, in the first four matches 
of the final, Punjab and Manipur 
were on an equal score, with Mani-
pur winning the last three matches 
and taking the trophy.

The Judo Federation of India, tech-
nical officials associated with this 
sport, and in Gujarat, Judo fans love 
this mixed team format. All are fo-
cused on organising a league of Judo 
in India in the near future.

Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) vice presi-
dent Rajeev Shukla said 
on Tuesday that former 
cricketer Roger Binny has 
filed a nomination for the 
post of board president 
and Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) Ashish Shelar has 
filed a nomination for trea-
surer, and they are likely to 
be elected unopposed.

“I have filed nomination 
for the post of Vice Presi-
dent, Roger Binny has filed 
nomination for the Presi-
dent, Jay Shah has filed for 
Secretary and Ashish She-
lar for Treasurer. As of now, 
the situation is that all will 
be appointed unopposed,” 
said Shukla while interact-
ing with the media. Shukla 
said that India’s representa-
tive for 16-member Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) 
Board Chairman’s post will 
be decided on October 18 in 
the board’s Annual General 
Meeting.

Nominations for all the 
posts have been filed, for-
mer BCCI secretary Niran-
jan Shah also said.

“I do not think there will 
be an election,” he added.

Former Indian cricketer 
and member of the 1983 
World Cup winning team 
Roger Binny is likely to be 
the next BCCI President, 
replacing Sourav Ganguly, 
while BJP MLA Ashish 
Shelar is likely to be the 
Treasurer, replacing Arun 
Dhumal, as per sources in 
the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India.

Jay Shah will retain his 
position as the BCCI Secre-
tary.

At a BCCI meeting held at 
the Trident Hotel in Mum-
bai on Tuesday, all office 
bearers from different parts 
of the country from various 
associations filed nomina-
tions for different positions 
on the board.

The discussions were held 
in the internal BCCI meet-
ing in the lead-up to the 
elections, scheduled for Oc-
tober 18.

Senior BCCI administra-
tor Rajeev Shukla will re-

main the Vice-President 
of the board, while Ashish 
Sellar is likely to take over 
as the new treasurer, re-
placing Arun Dhumal.

Binny has previously 
served as a member of the 
BCCI selection committee, 
and he was also a member 
of the 1983 World Cup-win-
ning team. The former pac-
er, Roger Binny, is said to be 
the frontrunner to replace 
Ganguly as the BCCI presi-
dent. Binny, 67, is currently 
president of the Karnataka 
State Cricket Association.

The nominations can be 
filed on October 11 and 12. 
The scrutiny of the nomina-
tions will take place on Oc-
tober 13 and the candidates 
can withdraw their nomi-
nations by October 14.

Sourav Ganguly, the cur-
rent President of BCCI, is 
tipped to be India’s repre-
sentative for the 16-member 
International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC) Board Chairman’s 
post, elections for which are 
slated to be held this No-
vember.

Kuldeep Yadav with shikhar Dhawan.

Manipur Team after winning their event at the National Games.


