
Gaurav Yatra 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) National President J.P. Nadda flagging-off the 
“Gaurav Yatra” from Bahucharaji, in Mehsana on Wednesday. ANi
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A day after Russia’s large-
scale missile strikes on 
Ukrainian cities, Group of 
Seven (G7) nations warned 
that the use of nuclear weap-
ons on Ukraine will have se-
vere consequences, accord-
ing to a statement released 
by the White House. Taking 
it forward, US President Joe 
Biden said the United States 
has its responses ready if 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin uses nuclear weapons 
in Ukraine.

Leaders of G7 states (the 
UK, Germany, Italy, Canada, 
the US, France, and Japan) 
said, “We deplore deliber-
ate Russian escalator steps, 
including the partial mobi-

lization of reservists and ir-
responsible nuclear rhetoric, 
which is putting global peace 
and security at risk. 

We reaffirm that any use 
of chemical, biological or 
nuclear weapons by Russia 
would be met with severe 
consequences.” 

The statement came after 
the G7 held a meeting with 
Ukraine’s President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy that took 
place against the backdrop 
of the recent missile at-
tacks against civilian infra-
structure and cities across 
Ukraine, leading to the death 
of innocent civilians. 

The G7 said that Russia 
has blatantly violated the 
principles enshrined in 
the UN Charter by annex-

India on Wednesday strongly advo-
cated the need of a concerted effort to 
tackle the menace of human trafficking 
at the world forum 145th Assembly of 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU). 

On the 2nd day of the session, the is-
sue of ‘Addressing the root causes of hu-
man trafficking and ensuring survivor 
centered anti-trafficking legislation and 
its enforcement’ was discussed. Partici-

pating the discussion, Indian delegate 
Kartikeya Sharma said that Human 
trafficking is a global problem and one 
of the fastest growing criminal indus-
tries in the world. 
“It strikes all genders and ages. The 
root causes of human trafficking world-
wide include those which are economic, 
or those that stem from social exclusion 
and gender discrimination or which are 
political, legal or result from conflict,” 
he said while delivering his speech. 
A 12-member Indian parliamentary 

delegation, led by Deputy Chairman of 
Rajya Sabha, Harivansh is now attend-
ing the IPU sessions to raise the coun-
try’s point of views at the world forum. 
Rajya Sabha debutant MP Kartikeya 
Sharma is a part of the delegation. 

The Rwandan parliament is hosting 
the 5-day 145th IPU, began on Tues-
day. The meeting is being attended by 
more than a thousand delegates from 
120 IPU member parliaments includ-
ing India. 

Detail reports on Page 4

On Wednesday, an unusual 
political battle erupted in 
West Bengal amid the buzz 

that ex-cricketer Roger 
Binny is likely to replace 
Sourav Ganguly as chief 
of the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI). The 
Trinamool Congress (TMC) 

termed the development as a 
‘humilition’ to the former In-
dian skipper while Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) countered 
the allegations saying ‘Dada’ 
is the pride of Bengal. 

TMC Rajya Sabha MP 
Santanu Sen alleged po-
litical vendetta of the BJP 
behind the possible exit of 
Ganguly as BCCI president. 

The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday directed that 
no citizen to be prosecuted 
under Section 66A of the 
Information Technology 
Act 2000, which was struck 
down as unconstitutional by 
the Court in 2015. 

Under section 66A of the 
IT Act, a person posting 
offensive messages could 
be imprisoned for up to 
three years and also fined. 
A bench of Chief Justice of 
India U.U. Lalit and Justices 

A Delhi Court on Wednes-
day framed charges under 
sections of murder, attempt 
to murder, rioting, unlawful 
assembly and other sections 
including criminal conspira-
cy against Olympian Sushil 
Kumar and 17 other accused 
in junior wrestler Sagar 
Dhankar murder case. 

The court has also framed 
charges against two abscond-
ed accused persons. Addi-
tional Sessions Judge Shiv-
aji Anand of Rohini Court 
directed to frame charges 

against the accused persons 
under sections 302, 307, 323, 
109, 148, 149 read with 120B. 
The court directed to pro-
duce all the accused persons 
physically on 15 October 
2022, for admission or deni-
al of charges by the accused 
persons. 

The court has divided the 
whole incident into parts and 
directed to frame charges ac-
cordingly. 

The charges are framed 
against accused persons 
under section causing hurt 
and robbery in relation to the 
incidents that happened in 

Congress leader Mallikarjun 
Kharge, who is fighting the 
party’s presidential polls, did 
not give a direct answer to a 
question about whether he 
or Rahul Gandhi will be the 

party’s prime ministerial can-
didate in the 2024 Lok Sabha 
polls on Wednesday and gave 
a bizarre response to describe 
his situation, saying, “Bakrid 
mein bachenge toh Mu-
harram mein nachenge”.
“I am contesting the or-
ganisational election. There 

is a saying ‘Bakrid mein 
bachenge toh Muharram 
mein nachenge’. First, let 
these elections get over and 
let me become president, 
then we will see,” Kharge 
said at a press conference 
held at PCC office here.

Delhi Commission for 
Women (DCW) chief Swati 
Maliwal on Wednesday said 
she has been receiving rape 

threats on social media after 
she wrote to Union Infor-
mation and Broadcasting 
Minister Anurag Thakur 
to remove filmmaker Sajid 
Khan out of Bigg Boss over 
allegations of sexual harass-

ment against him. 
She also asked Delhi Police 

to arrest the people who al-
legedly gave her rape threats. 

“Ever since I wrote a letter to 
the I&B minister to get #Sa-
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The Supreme Court’s 
Constitution Bench 
on Wednesday asked 

the Centre and Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) to file 
a comprehensive affidavit 
on the decision to demon-
etise currency notes of Rs 
500 and 1,000 in 2016. 
The apex court notes that 
it is aware of the ‘Laxman 
rekha’ relating to its power 
and how far it can intervene 
into the legislative matters, 
but it will hear all petitions 
relating to demonetisation. 

A five-judge bench of Jus-
tices Abdul Nazeer, B.R. 
Gavai, A.S. Bopanna, V Ra-
masubramanian and B.V. 
Nagarathna issued notice 
on all the intervening appli-
cations and fresh petitions 
relating to challenging the 
Centre’s decision to de-
monetize currency notes of 
Rs 500 and 1,000 in 2016. 
Counsel for Centre and RBI 
seeks time to file their re-
spective comprehensive af-
fidavit. The court listed the 
matter for 9 November. 

Documents from the RBI 
and the Union Cabinet 
have so far not been made 

public despite pleas under 
the Right to Information 
Act. The court wants the 
Centre and RBI to file re-
sponses in affidavits by the 
next hearing.

The court said that they 
will address the main legal 
issue and then it will take 
up all individual issues. 
The court direction came 
after Senior Advocate P 
Chidambaram stressed that 
the Court must examine the 
powers under Sections 24 
and 26 of the RBI Act, 1934 
as tomorrow if this goes un-
challenged they can invoke 
these powers again. 

Senior Advocate P Chi-
dambaram apprised the 
court that demonetisation 
in 1978 was by a separate 
law. He also said whether 
the demonetisation of this 
kind requires a separate 
law, that is not academic as 
this is a live issue. 

Advocate Chidambaram 
said that in 2016, 86.4 per 
cent of the legal tender was 
made illegal. He also ap-
prised the court that Sec-
tion 26 of the RBI Act only 
relates to the demonetisa-
tion of any particular series 
of banknotes of any denom-

sc to HEar PEtitions on 
dEmonEtisation, asKs 
cEntrE to rEsPond

nEEd affidavit

The apex court says it is aware of the legislative power, however, it 
will hear all concerned on demonetisation issue. 

top of the day

sc to PronouncE 
Hijab ban vErdict 
on tHursday
New Delhi: The 
Supreme Court will 
pronounce on Thursday 
its judgement on various 
petitions challenging the 
Karnataka high Court 
order which upholds the 
ban on hijab in educa-
tional institutes. A bench 
of justices hemant Gupta 
and Sudhanshu Dhulia will 
pronounce its judgement 
tomorrow. The Supreme 
Court had earlier reserved 
its order on various 
petitions challenging 
Karnataka high Court 
upholding the ban on hijab 
in educational institutes.

inflation surgEs 
to 7.41% in 
sEPtEmbEr
New Delhi: india’s retail 
inflation surged to 7.41 
per cent in September, 
remaining above the 
Reserve Bank of india’s 
mandated range of 2-6 per 
cent for the third straight 
quarter that would force 
the central bank to explain 
to the government the 
reasons for not being able 
to control the price rise. 

minor Hindu girl 
abductEd in sindH
SiNDh: A 15-year-old 
hindu girl Chanda Ma-
haraj has been abducted 
from hyderabad in Sindh 
on Tuesday. According 
to her parents, she was 
kidnapped from the Fateh 
Chowk area of hyderabad 
when she was on her way 
back home, reported the 
Facebook page of Voice of 
Sindh. her father Ammar 
and her sisters said that 
she was forcibly abducted. 
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‘Human sacrificEs’ casE

Possibility tHat accusEd 
atE victims’ bodiEs, say 
KErala PolicE

A day after the alleged hu-
man sacrifice case in Kerala 
came to the fore, Kerala po-
lice on Wednesday revealed 
that the alleged accused of 
the case possibly ate the 
flesh of the victims. 

In a press meeting, Kochi 
commissioner CH Nagraju 
said that Shafi, the main ac-
cused, is a pervert and has 
a criminal past. “There is a 
possibility that the accused 
ate parts of the body after 
killing the victims. It is be-
ing investigated, but not 
confirmed yet,” CH Nagraju 
said, adding that the prime 
accused Shafi is a pervert. 

He further said that the 
police had recovered all the 
parts of the bodies of both 
victims, killed in the case. 

“Parts of the body of one of 

the victim women were 
recovered from three pits 
where they were buried. We 
have recovered some parts of 
the bodies of the two women 
who were killed,” he further 
said. 

M e a nw h i l e ,  t h e  E r -
nakulam magistrate court 
remanded all three accused 
of killing two women alleg-
edly as a human sacrifice 
in black magic rituals in 
Kerala’s Pathanamthitta 
on judicial custody. The ac-
cused will be under judicial 
remand for a 14-day dura-
tion which will end on 26 
October. The accused were 
produced in the Ernakulam 
District Session Court on 
Wednesday. 

The incident came to the 
fore on Tuesday as three 
persons, including one 
woman, were suspected of 
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Court frames murder charges 
against Olympian Sushil Kumar 

Chhatrasal 
stadium. 

Second, in rela-
tion to the inci-
dents of Shalimar 

Bagh, the charges have to be 
framed under sections of kid-
napping, causing grievous 
hurt, criminal conspiracy in-
cluding rioting and unlawful 
assembly against 10 accused 
excluding Sushil Kumar. 

Third, the court has also 
directed to frame charges in 
relation to the incident that 

happened at Model Town 
under sections of criminal 
conspiracy, rioting and Un-
lawful assembly against 15 
accused persons excluding 
Sushil Kumar. 

The prosecution had sub-
mitted that there is sufficient 
evidence to show the inten-
tion of the accused persons 
to kill Sagar Dhankar. 

On the other hand, it had 
been submitted by the ac-
cused persons that it is not 
a case of murder but of cul-

pable homicide not amount-
ing to murder. The counsels 
for accused persons argued 
before the court saying that 
the case of murder is not 
made out against the accused 
persons. 

Advocate R S Malik counsel 
for the accused Sushil Kumar 
had submitted that this is not 
a case of section 302 (mur-
der) but of 304 (culpable 
homicide not amounting 
to murder) IPC. As per the 
post-mortem report of the de-

ceased, the injuries inflicted 
were not sufficient to cause 
that, advocate Malik argued. 
On the other hand, it had 
been submitted by the Delhi 
police that there is sufficient 
evidence to frame charges 
of murder and abduction 
against wrestler Sushil Ku-
mar and other accused Per-
sons. 

Additional public pros-
ecutor (APP) Atul Shriv-
astav had submitted, “the 
manner in which Sagar and 

three others were abducted 
and brought to Chhatrasal 
Stadium. Thereafter they 
were beaten up mercilessly 
by the accused, showing that 
they wanted to establish their 
supremacy.” 

Sagar and Sonu were alleg-
edly beaten up in Chhatrasal 
stadium on the night of 4 May 
2021. Sagar had succumbed 
to injuries during treatment 
in the hospital and Sonu Ma-
haal was grievously injured 
in the incident.

Kharge was asked if he or 
Rahul Gandhi would be the “PM 
face” in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

Kharge, who tendered his resig-
nation as Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha 
to contest the party’s presidential poll, is fac-
ing a challenge from party MP Shashi Tharoor.

Kharge met Congress delegates and ap-
pealed to them to vote in his favour. The 
Congress leader also said he believes in col-
lective leadership.

Kharge said when Gandhi family members 
did not agree to become president of the party 
in the presidential elections, he entered the 
fray on the request of party workers and se-
nior leaders. He promised to implement the 
party’s Udaipur Declaration.
“The decisions were taken only four months 
ago. The decisions taken in Chintan Shivir 
were decided after contemplation. I believe 
in collective leadership. I will take decisions 
together with everyone,” he said.

ing Ukrainian 
regions into it. 

“They cannot and 
do not give Russia 

a legitimate basis to change 
Ukraine’s borders. We call 
upon all countries to un-
equivocally reject these vio-
lations of international law 
and demand that Russia 
ceases all hostilities and im-
mediately, completely, and 
unconditionally withdraw 
all of its troops and military 
equipment from Ukraine,” 
the statement said. 

G7 said that they have im-
posed and will continue to 
impose further economic 
costs on Russia, and even on 
other countries who are pro-
viding political or economic 
support for Russia’s illegal 
attempts to change the sta-
tus of Ukrainian territory.
“We reaffirm our full sup-
port for Ukraine’s indepen-
dence, territorial integrity, 
and sovereignty in its inter-

nationally recognized bor-
ders. In line with interna-
tional law, in particular the 

UN Charter, Ukraine has the 
legitimate right to defend it-
self against Russian aggres-

sion and to regain full con-
trol of its territory within its 
internationally recognized 
borders,” the statement 
added.

In another development, 
during an interview with 
CNN, Biden said that US 
has gamed out all possible 
scenarios that may perpetu-
ate in Ukraine war including 
the use of a nuclear weapon. 

“The Pentagon didn’t have to 
be asked,” Biden said in re-
sponse to a question about 
whether he’d directed Pen-
tagon to come up with con-
tingencies in the ongoing 
Russa-Ukraine war. 

CNN asked Biden what is 
the red line for the US and 
NATO in Ukraine and what 
Washington would do if Pu-
tin bombed a nuclear plant 
in Ukraine or set off a tactical 
nuclear weapon. “It would 
be irresponsible for me to 
talk about what we would 
or wouldn’t do,” Biden said.

g7 wArnS Of ‘SEvErE cOnSEquEncES’ if 
ruSSiA uSES nucLEAr wEAPOnS 

dcw cHiEf gEtS rAPE tHrEAtS 
fOLLOwing dEMAnd tO rEMOvE 
SAJid KHAn frOM Big BOSS

jidKhan 
out of Bigg Boss, I 
have been receiv-
ing rape threats 
on Instagram. 

Obviously, they want to 
stop our work. I am giving 
a complaint to Delhi Police. 
Register FIR and investigate. 
Arrest those who are behind 
them,” she tweeted. 

Earlier on Monday the 
DCW chief took to her Twit-
ter account and said that 
the numerous complaints 
against Sajid Khan show 
his ‘disgusting mentality. 

“Ten women had accused Sa-
jid Khan of sexual harass-
ment during the #MeToo 
movement. All these com-
plaints show the disgust-
ing mentality of Sajid. Now, 
this man has been given a 
place in Bigg Boss, which is 
wrong. I have written to @
ianuragthakur to have Sa-
jid Khan removed from this 
show,” she tweeted. 

Ten females had made se-
vere sexual harassment al-
legations against Sajid and 
he is now a contestant in the 
reality show instead of jail. 

He had asked a few minors 
to strip naked during audi-
tions to get a role in his mov-
ies ‘Housefull 4’ and ‘Hum-
shakals’, the DCW chief said.

She questioned the minis-
ter if he really thinks that a 
man like Sajid Khan should 
be allowed to whitewash his 
image by going to Bigg Boss. 

“Bigg Boss is doing such 
an act only for TRP, there 
should be some action on 
the Bigg Boss show too,” she 
demanded. 

Colors TV’s decision to 
bring Sajid to the Bigg Boss 
house is being criticised by 
many including singer Sona 
Mohapatra who claimed 
that she faced harassment 
at the hands of music com-
poser Anu Malik. 

Filmmaker Sajid Khan’s 
participation in the new sea-
son of Bigg Boss 16 started on 
1 October has led to a lot of 
anger among people. 

Sajid was mired in the 
#MeToo controversy in 2018 
after nine women from the 
industry - who worked with 
Khan on his various projects 

- had accused the filmmaker 

of sexually harassing them. 
Actresses like Saloni Cho-
pra, Sherlyn Chopra, Aa-
hana Kumra and Mandana 
Karimi, among others, had 
allegedly levelled the allega-
tions against him. 

In an Instagram post, Sona 
requested filmmaker Farhan 
Akhtar to raise his voice 
against Sajid’s participation 
in the reality show. “This is 
#SajidKhan, now on a real-
ity TV show. Then there is 
#AnuMalik judging a music 
reality show on TV, for chil-
dren no less. #KailashKher? 
Celebrity Judge on TV. ALL 
called out by many many 
women in @IndiaMeToo. 
Indian TV channels, execu-
tives are indeed depraved & 
sad lot,” she wrote.

After facing the allega-
tions, Sajid decided to take 
a ‘moral responsibility of 
stepping down’ from his 
directorial post at ‘Houseful 
4’. The directorial respon-
sibilities were handed over 
to filmmaker Farhad Samji. 
He also said that he decided 
because ‘pressure’ was being 
put on his family. 

luring and killing the 
women allegedly as a human 
sacrifice in black magic ritu-
als, the City Police Commis-

sioner CH Nagaraju confirmed earlier 
on Tuesday.  Police arrested three per-
sons, identified as one Shafi, and the 
husband-wife pair of Bhagaval Singh 
and Laila. 

Shocking revelation came out in the re-
mand report by the police in the ‘human 
sacrifice’ case. According to the report, 
one of the victim women was cut into 56 
pieces by the accused in the ‘human sac-
rifice’ case. The remand report further 
revealed that the accused Muhammad 
Shafi and woman accused Laila inserted 
knife into the vagina of the victims. 

As per the remand report, “For getting 
economic prosperity, the two accused, 
Bhagaval Singh and Laila conspired for 
the crime with the help of prime accused 
Muhammed Shafi.” 
“On 26-09-2022, Shafi approached 
52-year-old Padma, who used to sell lot-
tery tickets at Kochi. Shafi lured her by 
offering Rs 15,000 for sex work. Then 
she agreed and went with Shafi to the 
home of Bhagaval Singh and Laila at 
Pathanamthitta district. There, the ac-
cused strangled her with a plastic cord 
around her neck to make her uncon-
scious. After that, Shafi inserted knife 
into the vagina of Padma and then he 
cuts her throat for killing. After that, 
they cut her into 56 pieces and put it into 

buckets and then buried in the pit,” the 
report said. 

Another incident happened in June 
this year. The accused Shafi approached 
another woman, Roslin at Kottayam 
district and lured her by offering Rs 
10 lakhs for acting in a blue film. She 
agreed to it and went to the same place of 
the couple’s home. There, they tied her 
hands and legs to a cot and a cloth was 
inserted into the mouth and plastered it. 
When she was conscious, the accused 
woman Laila inserted knife into the 
vagina of the victim. Then she cuts her 
throat. Then the second accused Bhaga-
val Singh cut off the victim’s breast and 
kept it. And the three accused jointly 
cut her into pieces and buried in the pit.”

“Amit Shah 
visited Sourav 
Ganguly’s house 
a few months ago. 

There is information that 
Ganguly was approached 
repeatedly to join BJP. Prob-
ably as he has not consented 
to join BJP and is from Ben-
gal, he has become prey to 
political vendetta. Amit 
Shah’s son was retained as 
BCCI secretary, but not Gan-
guly,” Sen said. 

Further, taking to Twitter, 
the TMC MP wrote, “An-
other example of political 
vendetta. Son of Amit Shah 
can be retained as Secretary 
of BCCI. But Sourav Gan-
guly can’t be. Is it because he 
is from the State of Mamata 
Banerjee or he did not join 
BJP? We are with you Dada!” 

BJP MP and party state 
general secretary Locket 
Chatterjee slammed TMC 

for politicising the issue. 
“Those who are criticiz-
ing Sourav Ganguly, look 
at your face in the mirror. 
Sourav Ganguly is the pride 
of our Bengal. It has nothing 
to do with politics. Sourav 
Ganguly will go higher in 
the coming days. Those 
who have criticized the fam-
ily system, like pisi-bhaipo, 
Manik Bhattacharya, Paresh 
Adhikari, and Anubrata 
Mandal have done it for 
their family members. BJP 
does not believe in the fam-
ily system,” Chatterjee said. 

In May this year, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
met BCCI chief Sourav Gan-
guly at his residence in Kol-
kata, West Bengal. During 
the 2021 assembly elections, 
West Bengal witnessed a 
fierce political battle between 
the incumbent TMC and the 
BJP, the emerging force in the 

state. The TMC emerged vic-
torious with 213 of the total 
294 seats while the BJP man-
aged to get 77 seats.  

The discussions were held 
in the internal BCCI meeting 
in the lead-up to the elec-
tions, scheduled for 18 Oc-
tober. Senior BCCI admin-
istrator Rajeev Shukla will 
remain the Vice-President 
of the board while Ashish 
Sellar is likely to take over as 
the new treasurer replacing 
Arun Dhumal. Former pacer 
Roger Binny is said to be the 
frontrunner to replace Gan-
guly as the BCCI president. 

Sourav Ganguly, the cur-
rent President of BCCI, is 
tipped to be India’s repre-
sentative for the 16-member 
International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC) Board Chairman’s 
post, elections for which are 
slated to be held this Novem-
ber. 

ABHiSHEK’S 
ABSEncE 
SPArKS 
SPEcuLAtiOn
The absence of Ab-
hishek Banerjee, the 
virtual number two in 
the Trinamool Congress, 
from the grand Durga 
Puja carnival organized 
by the Mamata Govern-
ment has given rise to 
intense speculation. 
Generally, the All-India 
General Secretary of 
the party Abhishek 
Banerjee is always seen 
next to Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee in 
all such functions. In 
fact, he attended the 
Thanksgiving cel-
ebration after UNESCO 
declared Bengal Durga 
Puja as ‘intangible 
cultural heritage’. Party 
insiders say Abhishek 
has gone abroad. And 
this has given rise to 
intense speculation that 
is it because Mamata 
Banerjee does not want 
to give any responsibility 
to her nephew for the 
upcoming Panchayat 
polls. Abhishek is no 
doubt popular among 
the youth of the party 
but he is not acquainted 
with the rural politics so 
far. Recently, Mamata 
Banerjee had a meeting 
with former General 
Secretary Mukul Roy 
who rejoined the TMC 
from BJP. He has not 
been seen in any public 
function with Chief 
Minister in recent times. 
The meeting between 
them has sparked 
speculation that the 
Chief Minister does not 
want take any risk in the 
panchayat poll and she 
may give responsibility 
to her former trusted 
general secretary Mukul 
Roy who knows the 
ground-level politics 
well. This could be the 
reason for Abhishek to 
sulk.

JyOtirAdityA 
in SEArcH 
Of grEEnEr 
PASturES 
Recently, the Congress-
turned-BJP leader 
and Union Minister 
Jyotiraditya Scindia 
commissioned a survey 
in his traditional Guna 
Lok Sabha constitu-
ency which he had lost 
in the 2019 Lok Sabha 
elections. The BJP has 
also done a separate 
survey in the Gwalior 
Lok Sabha Constitu-
ency. Initial reports are 
not very favorable for 
Scindia in Guna con-
stituency. The sitting MP 
from the Gwalior seat is 
K.P. Yadav who shared 
a close relationship 
with him for many years 
but fell apart recently. 
With rumours gaining 
ground that Scindia is 
now planning to shift to 
Gwalior constituency, 
Yadav is very worried 
about retaining his seat 
and this may create 
some problems in the 
party. Yadav has already 
sent written complaints 
against Scindia to the 
party top brass. Now 
the matter is with Home 
Minister Amit Shah who 
will take a final call on 
this issue.

on the radar

Gautam lahiri

ination, not all series of banknotes. 
The lawyer said that one needs leg-

islation to do all series of a denomination. 
Senior Advocate also mentioned about the hard-
ships faced by people due to the decision as 

many people lose livelihoods and jobs. 
Various petitions were filed arising from the decision of 

the Government of India to demonetize the old notes of Rs 
500 and Rs1000. One of the petitions was filed by Vivek 
Narayan Sharma. The petition has challenged the notifica-
tion dated 8 November 2016. 

Ajay Ras-
togi and S Ravin-
dra Bhat said that 
there needs no 

reiteration that Section 66A 
is found to be in violation of 
the Constitution and as such 
no citizen can be prosecuted 
for violation of alleged of-
fences under Section 66A of 
the IT Act. 

The apex court directed 
that the Director Gener-
als of Police and Home 
Secretaries of all States to 
ensure that reference to 
Section 66A is removed 
from all pending cases. 

“We direct all Director Gener-
als of police, Home Secretar-
ies and competent officers in 
States and Union Territories 
to direct the entire police 
force not to register any com-
plaint with respect to viola-
tion of Section 66A. This di-

rection shall apply only with 
reference to Section 66A. If 
the crime has other facets, 
where other offences are 
also alleged, those shall not 
be deleted,” the bench stated 
in its order. 

It added, “Whenever any 
publication, whether gov-
ernment, semi-government 
or private, about IT Act is 
published and Section 66A 
is quoted, readers must be 
adequately informed that 
the provisions of 66A have 
been pronounced upon by 
this court as to be violative 
of Constitution.” 

The apex court was hear-
ing a petition filed by the 
NGO Peoples Union for Civ-
il Liberties (PUCL) which 
highlighted the issue of Sec-
tion 66A of the IT Act being 
invoked despite the judg-
ment of the top court.  Dur-

ing the hearing, advocate 
Zoheb Hussain, appearing 
for the Centre placed a sta-
tus report with regards com-
plaints under Section 66A. 

Earlier, the apex court 
had directed Centre to have 
discussion with the Chief 
Secretaries of the State gov-
ernments where FIRs under 
Section 66A of the IT Act are 
continuing to be registered 
and sought status report 
from the Centre. 

The bench took into note 
that the information provid-
ed by Hussain suggested that 
despite the issue regarding 
the validity of Section 66A 
being dealt with, a number 
of crimes and criminal pro-
ceedings still reflected on the 
provision of Section 66A of 
the 2000 Act and citizens 
were still facing prosecution 
under the same. 

Passing the order, the 
bench disposed of the plea 
seeking implementation 
of the court’s earlier judge-
ment. The plea had sought 
implementation of the top 
court’s verdict, submitting 
that Section 66A of the IT 
Act has continued to be in 
use not only within police 
stations but also in cases be-
fore trial courts across the 
country. Last year on July 5, 
the apex court had said it is 

“amazing and shocking” that 
people are still being booked 
under Section 66A of the IT 
Act that was scrapped by its 
verdict. 

In a landmark judgment, 
the Supreme Court had in 
2015, held that Section 66A 
is not only “vague and arbi-
trary” but it also “dispropor-
tionately invades the right of 
free speech”. 

ruSSiA wiLL nOt SELL OiL At LOwEr 
PricE cAP: Putin
MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin on Wednes-
day announced that Moscow would not sell oil at a lower 
price cap after the Group of Seven (G7) pledged to put 
a cap on the price of Russian oil sold across the world. 
Speaking at the Russian Energy Week 2022 event at the 
Russia state-affiliated media - RT, Putin said, “I have to 
say that Russia will not act against our own benefit, we 
will not act to decrease our standing by providing oil or 
gas at lower prices. No, we will not succumb to this. We 
will not play by the rules others set and will not act to our 
detriment.” Western countries are stepping up efforts to 
strip Russia of its largest source of income ‘oil’.

As the war in Ukraine nears its eighth month with no 
resolution in sight, the West suspects the Kremlin is 
bankrolling the invasion with its profits from the contin-
ued sale of fossil fuels, which make up over 40 per cent 
of its budget, reported Euronews.

The cap by G7 would prevent Russian cargoes from 
selling oil that exceeds the still-undefined G7 limit. As a 
result, Russia would be deprived of a significant portion 
of the oil revenues that it would otherwise earn without 
the cap.

2 news the daily guardian review
thursday |  13  october 2022
new delhi



3nationthe daily guardian review
thursday |  13  october 2022

new delhi

Congress presidential polls

Congress veteran leader and 
party’s presidential candi-
date, Mallikarjun Kharge, 
said that his name was not 
suggested by the party su-
premo Sonia Gandhi and 
dismissed the speculations 
of receiving support from 
the party’s interim president.

Kharge said that Sonia 
Gandhi had never suggested 
his name for the party presi-
dent position and called it 
a rumour. “Sonia Gandhi 
suggesting my name for the 
president’s position is all a 
rumour, I have never said 
this. She has clearly stated 
that anyone from the Gandhi 
family will neither be a part 
of the election nor support 
any candidate,” Kharge said 
on Tuesday.

Notably, Shashi Tharoor 
and Mallikarjun Kharge are 
up against each other in the 
race for the post of Congress 
President.

“Someone has spread this 
rumour to defame the Con-

gress party, Sonia Gandhi, 
and me. She has clearly stated 
that she will not participate in 
the party elections nor will 
she come in support of any 
candidate,” Kharge said.

Kharge further said that the 
members of the party have 
elected delegates, which are 
9300 in number, who will 
vote for the candidate and the 
one with the majority will be 
elected.

Talking about the voters of 
Uttar Pradesh, he said that 
there were a total of “1250 
voters” (delegates) in UP.

“I am not here to see the 
chances for me, the candi-
dates that have asked me to 
contest will be responsible for 
my victory,” he added.

Earlier on Sunday, Kharge 
had said that he is fighting the 
Congress Presidential polls 
because the conditions in the 
country is very “bad” and he 
wants to “fight” them.

With the Gandhis not run-
ning for the top post, the 
grand old party is all set to 
get a non-Gandhi president 
after over 25 years.

Mallikarjun kharge 
disMisses ‘ruMours’ of 
sonia gandhi’s support
TDG NeTwork 
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threat assesMent

Security agencies have 
warned of a drone threat in 
the upcoming winter season 
with recent inputs received 
regarding the observation of 
over 190 drones into Indian 
Territory from Pakistan in 
the last nine months.

The officials concerned told 
the TDG that the drone threat 
is especially observed in 
highly sensitive areas like the 
Samba, Rajouri, and Kathua 
sectors of Jammu and Kash-
mir and Punjab’s Amritsar, 
Ferozpur, and other regions 
along the India-Pakistan 
border.

An official said, requesting 
anonymity, that Pakistan’s ISI 
is believed to have planned to 
drop arms and ammunition 
through these drones.

Since January this year, a 
total of 191 drones were ob-
served by security agencies 
till September 30, when they 
entered into Indian Territory. 
Of them, 171 entered into In-
dian Territory through the 
India-Pakistan border along 
the Punjab sector, while 20 
were seen in the Jammu sec-
tor, said another official.

As per officials, most of the 
drones managed to flee while 
a total of seven have been shot 
down by the Border Security 
Force (BSF) personnel, who 

are deployed along the India-
Pakistan border.

Among seven drones shot 
down this year between 1 
January and 15 September, 
three were observed in Pun-
jab’s Amritsar, Ferozpur, and 
Abohar regions.

As per inputs, the first 
drone was shot down by 
the BSF on January 18 in 
Punjab’s Amritsar near the 
Havelian Border out Post 
(BoP). The BSF personnel on 
February 13 again showed 
down another drone soon af-
ter it entered into Indian Ter-
ritory and was observed near 
CB Chand BoP in Amritsar. 
The BSF personnel also shot 
down two drones on March 7 
and March 9 in Ferozpur’s TJ 
Singh and Amritsar’s Have-
lian BoPs, respectively.

On April 29, BSF person-
nel shot down a drone near 
Pulmoran BoP in Amritsar. 
The BSF personnel also shot 
down another drone on May 
8 when it was observed near 
Bharopal BoP in Amritsar. 
The last drone shot down 
by the BSF personnel was 
observed on June 26 near 
Jhanger BoP in the Abohar 
region of Punjab.

As per a senior BSF official, 
drones are being used by 
Pakistan to transport weap-
ons, explosives, and narcot-
ics across the international 
border in Jammu and Punjab.

Security agencies 
issues warning of 
drone threat along the 
Pakistan border
rAkeSH SINGH
NEW DELHI

opposition

Former Jammu and Kashmir 
chief minister Ghulam Nabi 
Azad on Wednesday said 
that those who are outsiders 
should not be allowed to cast 
their vote in the Union Terri-
tory.

“People outside shouldn’t 
cast their vote in the UT. 
Only local voters should be al-
lowed. They can vote in their 
states in a sealed envelope, 
as per the system. The im-
portance of voting in Jammu 
and Kashmir has been that 
only locals vote-be it Jammu 
or Kashmir,” said the chief of 
the newly announced Demo-
cratic Azad Party. The Jammu 
administration on Tuesday 
issued an order authorising 

tehsildars (revenue officials) 
to issue certificates of resi-
dence to those residing in the 
winter capital for more than 
one year to facilitate their 
entry in the ongoing special 
summary revision of electoral 
rolls.

The purpose of the certifi-
cate of residence is to ensure 
that no eligible voter is left for 
registration in the ongoing 
special summary revision of 
electoral rolls.

Notably, in August, the Elec-
tion Commission announced 
the schedule of the Special 
Summary Revision in Jammu 
and Kashmir and announced 
that the people who were not 
voters in the Assembly after 
the abrogation of Article 370 
from the region can now be 
named on the voter’s list.

outsiders should not 
be allowed to vote in 
j-k: ghulaM nabi azad
TDG NeTwork
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voting rights

The Jammu administration 
on Tuesday issued an order 
authorising all tehsildars 
(revenue officials) to issue 
a certificate of residence to 
people residing in the district 
for more than one year.

The purpose of the certificate 
of residence is to ensure that 
no eligible voter is left for reg-
istration in the ongoing special 
summary revision of electoral 
rolls. “Whereas, Special Sum-
mary Revision, 2022 has been 
started in the Union territory 
of Jammu and Kashmir with 
effect from September 15,2022, 
for registration of new voters, 
deletion, correction, and trans-
position of voters who have 
migrated or died since the last 
Summary Revision,” read the 
order of the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Jammu.

Whereas, as per guidelines 
issued by the Election Com-
mission of India, the order 
said any of the following 
documents can be accepted 
as proof of residence: water/
electricity/gas connection 
for one year; Aadhar card, 
current passbook of a na-
tionalized/scheduled bank/
post office; Indian passport; 
Revenue Department’s land 
owning record, including 
Kisan Bahi; registered rent/
lease deed (in case of tenant); 
registered sale deed in case of 
own house.

The order further said that 
these guidelines further pro-
vide that in the event that 
none of the mentioned docu-
ments are available, field 
verification is a must. For 
example, in categories like 
homeless Indian citizens 
who are otherwise eligible to 
become electors but do not 

possess any documentary 
proof of ordinary residence, 
the Electoral Registration Of-
ficer shall designate an officer 
for field verification.

“It has been noticed that 
some eligible voters are facing 
hardships in registration as 
voters due to non-availability 
of documents mentioned 
hereinabove; Now, therefore, 
keeping in view the urgency 
involved in the matter and to 
ensure that no eligible voter 
is left for registration during 
the Special Summary Revi-
sion, 2022. In District Jammu, 
all Tehslldars are authorized 
to issue certificates of resi-
dence after conducting neces-
sary field verifications, to the 
person(s) residing In District 
Jammu for more than one 
year, for the purpose,” added 
the order.

However, the move received 
backlash from former Chief 
Minister of Jammu and Kash-
mir and People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) president Meh-
booba Mufti.

Taking to Twitter, Mufti 
said, “ECI’s latest order for 
the registration of new voters 
makes it clear that GOI’s co-
lonial settler project has been 
initiated in Jammu. They will 
bear the first blow to Dogra 
culture, identity, employ-
ment, and business.”

The former CM of the 
erstwhile state further said, 
“BJP’s attempts to create 
religious and regional divi-
sions between Jammu and 
Kashmir must be thwarted 
because, whether it’s a Kash-
miri or a Dogra, safeguarding 
our identity and rights will be 
possible only if we put up a 
collective fight.”

Notably, in August, the 
Election Commission an-
nounced the schedule of the 
Special Summary Revision 
in Jammu and Kashmir and 
announced that the people 
who were not voters in the 
Assembly after the abroga-
tion of Article 370 from the 
region can now be named on 
the voter’s list.

people residing in jaMMu for 
More than 1 year Can register 
as voters: offiCial order
TDG NeTwork
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Close Call

rally

A MiG 29K fighter aircraft of 
the Indian Navy crashed over 
the sea on Wednesday while 
it was on a routine sortie off 
the Goa coast.

The pilot has been recov-
ered and is stable. “The twin-
engine MiG-29K crashed 
over the sea after it developed 
a technical malfunction while 
returning to base. The pilot 
ejected safely and has been 
recovered in a swift search 
and rescue operation. He is 
reported to be in stable con-
dition,” the Indian Navy said.

The Navy said it has or-
dered a Board of Inquiry 

(BoI) to investigate the cause 
of the incident.

The Indian Navy is the 
world’s only operator of the 
MiG-29K fighter aircraft, 
acquired from Russia along 
with Admiral Gorshkov re-
named INS Vikramaditya in 
India.

The safety record of the 
MiG-29Ks has not been very 
good. The force is now look-
ing at the procurement of 25–
26 foreign fighter aircraft for 
operations from the aircraft 
carrier INS Vikrant, commis-
sioned recently by the Prime 
Minister in Kochi.

The MiG-29s are deployed 
in Goa at the naval base INS 
Hansa.

Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) president JP Nadda on 
Wednesday flagged off the 
“Gujarat Gaurav Yatra” in 
Mehsana.

Chief Minister Bhupendra 
Patel and other BJP leaders 
were also present on the oc-
casion.

Addressing a public rally 
on the occasion, Nadda said, 
“BJP is a pro-active, pro-re-
sponsible, and pro-respon-
sive government. He said BJP 
government understands the 
plight of the people. What did 
Congress do for years? Pitted 

brothers against each other, 
areas against each other and 
did not supply water where it 
was needed. Jo vikas ki yatra 
chalani thi usko atkaya, bhat-
kaya, latkaya. Now they them-
selves are stuck...”

“Gaurav yatra is not just 

for Gujarat alone, it is a yatra 
to establish pride of entire 
India. It’s a matter of fortune 
that Gujarat is the ‘gangotri’ of 
‘Gaurav Yatra’ to re-establish 
the nation on the global map, 
to make it self-reliant, devel-
oped.”

Mig 29k Crashes over sea 
off goa: pilot ejeCted 
safely, stable

‘atkaya, bhatkaya, latkaya’: nadda 
attaCks Congress in gujarat
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innovation

The Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) Jodhpur 
researchers have designed 
robotic trainers that can be 
used in physiotherapy to treat 
lower limb disabilities.

The research team was led 
by Dr Jayant Kumar Mohanta, 
Assistant Professor, Depart-
ment of Mechanical Engi-
neering, IIT Jodhpur.  Limb 
disability is a serious malady 
among Indians and is caused 
by age-related ailments, phys-
ical deformations, accidents, 
strokes, polio, etc. According 

to Census 2011, there are five 
million people with locomotor 
disabilities in India.

As per IIT, Jodhpur “Lower 
limb rehabilitation, especial-
ly for gait recovery, is time-
consuming and sometimes 
involves multiple physio-
therapists. Recently, there 
has been interest in design-
ing robotic devices for lower 
limb rehabilitation. In robotic 
rehabilitation, the therapist 
only needs to provide super-
vision and assist with the 
setting up of the device. The 
understanding gleaned from 
this research work has been 
shared in a paper in the Inter-

national Journal of Advanced 
Robotic Systems.”

The institute further said 
that most of the existing ro-
botic systems treat patients 
by performing motions only 
in the sagittal plane - the 
imaginary plane that divides 
the body into the left and 
right parts. For complete limb 
movement, sagittal movement 
is not sufficient and move-
ments in transverse (upper 
and lower body) and coronal 
(front and back) planes are 
also essential.

The IIT Jodhpur researchers 
have proposed a robot manip-
ulator arrangement that is ca-

pable of providing motion to 
the ankle in all three planes, 
i.e., sagittal, transverse, and 
coronal. Complete rehabilita-
tion is possible if the correct 
sequence of therapies is ex-
ecuted. “Robots will be able 
to do it without getting tired,” 
explained Dr Mohanta.

The robotic trainer is a brace 
or a wearable device like an 
exoskeleton that supports the 
leg. It is provided with a Car-
tesian (3-directional) parallel 
manipulator to perform the 
required limb therapeutic 
motions in the transverse, 
horizontal, lateral, and sagit-
tal/longitudinal plane. 

iit jodhpur researChers design robotiC trainers for 
lower liMb rehabilitation
TDG NeTwork
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bharat jodo yatra

Karnataka Congress 
chief D.K. Shivaku-
mar was seen wear-

ing a t-shirt highlighting the 
“unemployment” problems 
during the Karnataka leg 
of the Bharat Jodo Yatra on 
Wednesday.

The Congress leader wore 
a bright red-coloured t-shirt 
with yellow text—symboli-
cally signifying Kannada 
colours—highlighting the 
problem of unemployment 
while walking alongside 
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi 
during the 35th day of the 

Yatra. “Youth need jobs, not 
empty promises”, a message 
that is written on DK Shiv-
kumar’s t-shirt in the Kan-
nada language.

The State Congress chief 
accused the BJP government 
of failing to tame the rising 
unemployment in Karna-
taka.

While taking a dig out at 
the centre, D.K. Shivakumar 
said, “It is our responsibil-
ity to stand accountable for 
the promises we make to 
our youth who repose their 
faith in us, believing that 
we would take care of their 
future and utilize their po-
tential”.

“Youth need jobs, not emp-
ty promises,” he added.

Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi resumed the ‘Bharat 
Jodo Yatra’ from the Chal-
lakere town, Chitradurga in 
Karnataka on Wednesday. 
The Congress leader also 
held a meeting with around 
2000 unemployed youth 
from the southern state.

Karnataka Leader of Op-
position Siddaramaiah and 
State Congress chief DK 
Shivkumar were also pres-
ent with Rahul during the 
Karnataka leg of the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra today.

A large number of people 
were seen gathering here 

with Rahul Gandhi, raising 
the tricolour and following 
the Congress MP to show 
their support for the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra.

The Bharat Jodo Yatra 
began on September 7 
from Kanniyakumari and 
has covered a distance of 
905 km so far. It will pass 
through a total of 12 states, 
culminating in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Congress leader Shiva-
kumar asserted that the 
Congress party is making 
more efforts aimed at creat-
ing more opportunities and 
more solutions when sworn 
to power.

“Youth can share their 
current employment status, 
name, age, and other qualifi-
cations while filling out the 
form on the website, which 
would help us in getting 
them better jobs,” he added.

Shivakumar said, pressing 
that he can develop a sus-
tainable job-creating eco-
system only if he knows the 
factual status of the qualifi-
cations and aspirations of 
the youth and the job appli-
cants.

He appealed to the youth 
to join the initiative in large 
numbers so that more and 
more jobs could be created 
in Karnataka.

D.K. Shivakumar attacks BJP, wears 
T-shirt highlighting ‘unemployment’
TDG NeTwork
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BJP Cheif J.P. Nadda

top of the day

india extends 
validity for sugar 
exports to us 
New Delhi: India has 
extended the validity for the 
export of raw sugar to the 
US under tariff rate quota 
till December 31, 2022, a 
Directorate General of 
Foreign Trade (DGFT) noti-
fication said on Wednesday.  
Earlier, exports of the 
sweeteners under the tariff 
rate quota were to end 
in September.  Tariff rate 
quota essentially is a quota 
for exports at relatively low 
duties. Once the limit is 
exhausted, a higher tariff 
applies to the additional 
shipments. 

hardeep puri Meets 
sChluMberger Ceo 
le peuCh
WASHINGTON DC: Union 
Minister for Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Hardeep Singh 
Puri met with the CEO of 
Schlumberger, Olivier Le 
Peuch, and discussed ways 
to increase collabora-
tion between the oilfield 
services firm and Indian 
exploration and production 
companies. Taking to Twit-
ter, Puri said, “Met Olivier 
Le Peuch, CEO-Schlum-
berger, again after Adipec 
last year to discuss ways 
to further collaboration 
between Schlumberger 
& Indian E&P companies 
in areas of better analysis 
and marketing of Indian 
geological data apart from 
regular participation in the 
oilfield services business.” 
Earlier, Puri witnessed the 
signing of 4 MoUs between 
India’s oil and gas entities 
and global OFS providers 
and sector leaders as part 
of the US-India strategic 
clean energy partnership.

sC grants Centre 
two More weeks on 
pleas Challenging 
worship aCt
NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Wednesday 
granted two more weeks 
to the Centre to respond to 
a batch of petitions chal-
lenging certain provisions 
of the Places of Worship 
(Special Provision) Act, 
1991, that prohibit the fil-
ing of a lawsuit to reclaim 
a place of worship or seek 
a change in its character 
from what prevailed on 
August 15, 1947. A bench 
of Chief Justice UU Lalit 
and Justices Ajay Ras-
togi and Ravindra S Bhat 
granted two weeks to the 
Centre to file a response 
to the pleas after Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta 
sought time. "The reply is 
under consideration and 
whether to respond or not," 
Mehta told the bench.

CalCutta hC direCts 
poliCe to forM sit 
to probe MoMinpur 
violenCe
KOLKATA: The Calcutta 
High Court on Wednesday 
directed West Bengal 
Police to constitute a 
Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) to probe the 
Mominpur incident.After 
the investigation, the SIT 
will have to submit its 
report in court. The Cal-
cutta High Court has also 
directed the Kolkata Police 
Commissioner to take 
steps so that there is no 
further violence. Tensions 
flared up in Mominpur 
on Sunday after religious 
flags put up in the area for 
the Milad-un-Nabi festival 
were allegedly torn up, 
which soon turned violent 
with the vandalization of 
several vehicles and shops.

JAMMU: BJP state President Ravindra Raina hit out at the 
Congress and PDP, saying that they have been conspiring 
against the constitutional value of Jammu and Kashmir.

“This is not a new thing, this is the law of the country 
which came in 1950 and The People’s Representation Act 
1951, which has come into force in Jammu and Kashmir 
after the removal of Article 370,” the BJP President added.

He further stated that the process which is going on for 
the voters in Kashmir is correct and according to the con-
stitution. The Constitution of India says that any person 
who has lived in that place for a long time has every right 
to be included in the voter list.

According to the People’s Representation Act 1951, any 
person can add his name to the place where he has been 
residing for a long time after removing it from the electoral 
roll.

inC, pdp Conspiring to Mislead 
people over j-k voter list: bjp



4 nation the daily guardian review
thursday |  13  october 2022
new delhi

MP KARTIKEYA SHARMA AT IPU 

‘HUMAN TRAFFICKING FASTEST GROWING 
CRIMINAL INDUSTRY, NEEDS TO BE TACKLED’

Participating a discus-
sion on the theme of 
‘Addressing the root 

causes of human trafficking 
and ensuring survivor cen-
tered anti-trafficking legis-
lation and its enforcement’ 
at the 145th Assembly of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(IPU) here on Wednesday, 
Indian parliamentarian Kar-
tikeya Sharma acknowledged 
that Human trafficking is a 
global problem. 

The MP said, “Human traf-
ficking is a global problem 
and one of the fastest grow-
ing criminal industries in the 
world. It strikes all genders 
and ages. The root causes of 
human trafficking world-
wide include those which 
are economic, or those that 
stem from social exclusion 
and gender discrimination 
or which are political, legal 
or result from conflict.”

Kartikeya Sharma is at-
tending the IPU programme 
as a part of 12-member Indi-
an parliamentary delegation, 
led by Deputy Chairman 
of Rajya Sabha, Harivansh. 
The Rwandan parliament 
is hosting the 5-day 145th 
IPU, began on Tuesday. The 
meeting is being attended by 
more than a thousand dele-
gates from 120 IPU member 

parliaments including India, 
including 60 presidents and 
vice-presidents.

He mentioned that Indian 
constitution has provisions 
to prevent trafficking. “Ar-
ticle 23 prohibits trafficking 
in human beings and other 
similar forms of forced la-
bour. Article 39(e) and 39(f) 
ordains that the health and 
strength of individuals are 
not abused and that no one 
is forced by the economic ne-
cessity to do work unsuited 
to their age or strength and 
that childhood and youth 
should be protected against 

exploitation. The Immoral 
Traffic Prevention Act, 1956 
is a legislation which specifi-
cally addresses trafficking. 
Apart from this various leg-
islations have been enacted 
directly and indirectly to 
deal with human traffick-
ing.”

He further said, “Our Gov-
ernment is implementing 
‘Ujjawala’, a comprehensive 
scheme for prevention of 
trafficking and rescue, re-
habilitation, reintegration 
and repatriation of victims 
of trafficking for commercial 
sexual exploitation. Under 

‘Rehabilitation’ component 
of the scheme, grant is pro-
vided for setting up of Uj-
jawala Homes on rent, staff, 
food, medical care, legal aid, 
education and vocational 
training.”

He mentioned that through 
amendments to criminal 
laws, India now provides 
stringent punishment for 
trafficking. Section 370 and 
370A of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC) specifically deal 
with the crime of trafficking 
of persons.  Section 370 of 
IPC was strengthened by the 
Criminal Law (Amendment) 

Act 2013 to enlarge the scope 
of offences of trafficking. 

“I would like to state here 
that the Government of In-
dia has provided financial 
assistance of approximately 
Rs 100 crores to all States 
and Union Territories (UTs) 
in the financial year 2019-20 
and 2020-21 for strengthen-
ing the existing Anti Human 
Trafficking Units (AHTUs) 
in the States and UTs and 
for establishing new AHTUs 
in all districts. An Advisory 
to all the States and UTs on 
preventing and combating 
human trafficking have been 
issued, especially during the 
period of Covid-19 pandem-
ic, advising them to make the 
AHTUs functional on urgent 
basis,” he further added.

He said that review of vari-
ous Women Safety projects 
with States and UTs, includ-
ing the scheme for setting 
up/strengthening Anti-
Human Trafficking Units 
are being done on a periodic 
basis. “We have also estab-
lished an online monitoring 
portal in January, 2021 for 
the States and UTs to update 
the progress of AHTUs on 
this portal and for sharing 
their best practices and suc-
cess stories,” he added.

Talking about UN conven-
tions, Kartikeya Sharma 
said, “India’s international 
commitments in this regard 

also reflect our resolve to 
address the issue of human 
trafficking. We have ratified 
the United Nations Conven-
tion on Transnational Or-
ganised Crime (UNCTOC), 
and its three Protocols, one 
of which is on Prevention, 
Suppression and Punish-
ment of Trafficking in Per-
sons, particularly Women 
and Children.  We have also 
ratified the SAARC Con-
vention on Preventing and 
Combating Trafficking in 
Women and Children for 
Prostitution and a Regional 
Task Force was constituted 
to implement the SAARC 
Convention.”

“Moreover, a Memoran-
dum of Understanding be-
tween India and Bangladesh 
on Bi-lateral Cooperation 
for Prevention of Human 
Trafficking in Women and 
Children, Rescue, Recovery, 
Repatriation and Re-integra-
tion of Victims of Trafficking 
was signed in June, 2015. For 
dealing with cross border 
trafficking, victim identifi-
cation and repatriation as 
well as to make the process 
speedy and victim-friendly, 
a Task Force of India and 
Bangladesh was constituted.  
Other bilateral Memoran-
dum of Understandings have 
also been signed by India 
with UAE, Cambodia and 
Myanmar,” he further said. 

Kartikeya Sharma preparing for his speech.

Veena Kumar Bhatnagar, Deputy Speaker, Fijian  
Parliament with MP Kartikeya Sharma.

Representing the Indian delegation, MP Kartikeya 
Sharma attending the 145TH IPU assembly in Kigali.

“Met Iranian delegation (@MojtabaRezakhah) 
today at #IPU145 with #TeamIndiaAtIPU in 
Rwanda. India & Iran have a long association, 
must work for positivity & progress. @MEAIndia 
@DrSJaishankar @harivansh1956 @IRIMFA_
EN,” MP Kartikeya Sharma tweeted after meet-
ing the Iranian Delegation.

INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION MEET 2022: DAY-2

URVASHI KHONA
KIGALI 

MP Kartikeya Sharma at the 145th Assembly of the IPU.

Aparajita Sarangi won the 
election for the post of Mem-
ber of Executive Commit-
tee of Inter-Parliamentary 
Union (IPU) in Kigali, on 
Wednesday. India got 12 
votes out of 18. Aparajita Sa-
rangi defeated Fadli Zon, MP 
from Parliament of Indone-
sia. After almost two decades 
India is now positioned as 
Member of the IPU Execu-
tive Committee.

Aparajita Sarangi is Mem-
ber of Parliament from Bhu-
baneswar. A former Odisha 
cadre Indian Administrative 
Service (IAS) officer of the 

1994 batch, Sarangi quit her 
job and joined the BJP on 27 
November 2018 to contest 
the 2019 Indian general elec-
tion. Speaker of Lok Sabha, 
Om Birla congratulated the 

MP on the occasion.
“Congratulations Smt @

AprajitaSarangi , MP, for 
having won the election to 
post of Member of Executive 
Committee of #IPU during 

#IPU145 at Kigali, Rwanda 
with a spectacular margin of 
12 out of 18 votes. Wish you 
a successful term as a Mem-
ber of the prestigious body. @
DrSJaishankar,” he tweeted. 

SUCCESS

India becomes IPU Executive 
Committee member after 2 decades 
TDG NETWORK
KIGALI 

MP Aparajita Sarangi with MP kartikeya Sharma and other Indian delegates.

Kartikeya Sharma in coversatin with Deputy Speaker of Fiji. Committee members exercising votes.

Kartikeya sharma and other India delegates with foreign representatives.
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TOP OF THE DAY

CABINET DECISION 
ON DEENDAYAL 
PORT TO BENEFIT 
STATES: PM
NEW DELHI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Wednesday hailed the 
Union Cabinet’s decision 
to approve the develop-
ment of a multi-purpose 
cargo berth and container 
terminal in Deendayal Port-
Kandla at Tuna Tekra in 
Gujarat on the Gulf of Kutch 
and said it will benefit many 
states. The Prime Minister 
said that this decision will 
benefit many states which 
do not have access to the 
coastline. “An important 
Cabinet decision, which 
will drive India’s efforts of 
port-led development and 
becoming a hub for trade. 
This decision will also 
benefit many states which 
do not have access to the 
coastline,” PM Modi said in 
a tweet

1066.75 GRAMS OF 
GOLD RECOVERED 
AT KOCHI AIRPORT
KOCHI: Air Intelligence Unit 
(AIU) on Wednesday inter-
cepted a passenger and 
recovered 1066.75 grams 
of gold. The intercepted ac-
cused has been identified 
as Abdul Jaleel, a native of 
Koduvally, Kozhikode. “The 
passenger travelled by 
Indigo flight 6E1704, from 
Doha,” stated the airport 
customs. “Four numbers 
of capsule-shaped packets 
suspected to contain gold 
totally weighing 1066.75 
grams, concealed in the 
rectum were recovered,” 
stated further.

WOMAN SHOT 
DEAD IN CLASH 
BETWEEN UP 
POLICE, LOCALS
NEW DELHI: Dehradun: 
People protested after a 
woman was shot dead 
in a clash that broke out 
between Uttar Pradesh’s 
Moradabad Police and the 
people of Bharatpur village 
in Udham Singh Nagar 
district of Uttarakhand. 
Five Uttar Pradesh police 
personnel were injured 
in the clash and they are 
undergoing treatment. 
According to Uttarakhand 
Police, the Moradabad 
Police had gone to Udham 
Singh Nagar to arrest a 
criminal carrying reward of 
Rs 50,000. The Moradabad 
Deputy Inspector General 
of Police (DIG), Shalabh 
Mathur, said that the crimi-
nal escaped from Bharat-
pur village and when the 
police team reached, they 
were taken hostage. 

‘INDIA TO BECOME 
AATMANIRBHAR 
IN THERMAL COAL 
PRODUCTION’
NEW DELHI: The Union 
Coal Ministry signed a 
memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with five 
leading Public Sector 
Units (PSUs) for Coal 
gasification projects on 
Wednesday. Union Minister 
of Coal, Mines and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Pralhad 
Joshi said that in the next 
few months India is likely 
to become Aatmanirbhar 
in thermal coal production. 
Forty million tons of coal 
stock will be available with 
thermal power plants by 
March next year and as on 
1 October 2022 the stock 
with thermal plants comes 
to 24 million tons.

Haryana government has 
ordered a halt of total pro-
duction of cough syrups 
from Sonipat-based com-
pany Maiden Pharmaceu-
ticals Limited, which was 
recently flagged by the 
World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) following the 
deaths of 66 children in The 
Gambia.

The company has also 
been issued a show cause 
notice for 12 violations 
found at its manufacturing 
plant. State health minis-
ter Anil Vij told ANI on 
Wednesday, “The samples 
of three drugs of the So-
nipat-based pharmaceuti-
cal company which were 
mentioned by WHO, have 
been sent to Central Drug 
Laboratory in Kolkata. The 

report is yet to come. We 
will take action only after 
the report comes. After a 
joint inspection by Central 
and State officials, 12 vio-
lations were found in the 
manufacturing facility. ... 
It has been decided to shut 
total production. We have 
sent a notice in this regard.”

The pharma company 
had come under scanner 
following the death of 66 
children who had con-
sumed the cough syrup in 
The Gambia. World Health 
Organization (WHO) on 
October 5 issued a medi-
cal product alert over four 
India-made cough and cold 
syrups manufactured by 
Maiden Pharmaceuticals. 
WHO has also notified that 
the same cough and cold 
syrups could be linked to 
deaths of 66 children in The 
Gambia. 

WAR AGAINST DRUGS

‘TOTAL PRODUCTION 
WILL SHUT DOWN’ 
TDG NETWORK  
AMBALA

The Central Government on 
Wednesday formed a four-
member expert committee to 
investigate the report sent by 
the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) on the deaths 
of 66 children in Gambia by 
consumption of cough syrups 
from Sonipat-based company 
Maiden Pharmaceuticals Lim-
ited, said official sources.

“Government is alert and 
formed a committee. Pro-
duction of cough syrups by 
Maiden Pharmaceuticals Ltd 
has been suspended, and lab 
report is awaited. Four-mem-
ber expert committee has 
been formed to investigate the 
report sent by WHO,” official 
sources told ANI. A committee 
comprising technical experts 
Dr YK Gupta, Vice Chairper-
son, Standing National Com-

mittee on Medicines (chair); 
Dr Pragya Yadav, ICMR -NIV, 
Pune; Dr Arti Bahl, Division 
of epidemiology, NCDC, New 
Delhi and AK Pradhan, JDC(I), 
CDSCO has been formed.

According to the reports, 
Atlanta-based Atlantic Phar-
maceuticals Company Ltd 
which has permission to ex-
port medicines to Gambia, 
ordered combined syrups 
bottles which were purchased 
from Maiden Pharmaceuticals 
limited.

“From the preliminary in-
quiry of Central Drugs Stan-
dard Control Organisation 
(CDSCO), it has been made 
out that Maiden Pharmaceu-
ticals Ltd is a manufacturer 
licensed by the State Drug 
Controller for the product’s 
Promethazine Oral Solution 
BP, Kofexnalin Baby cough 
syrup, MaKoff Baby Cough 
Syrup and MaGrip n Cold Syr-

up under reference, and holds 
manufacturing permission 
for these products for export 
only,” the sources said.

The company has manu-
factured and exported these 
products only to Gambia.

“It is a usual practice that the 
importing country tests such 
imported medicines on quality 
parameters, and satisfies itself 
as to the quality of the products 
before the importing country 
decides to release such prod-
ucts for usage in the country. 
In the present case, it is yet not 
clear whether these medicines 
were tested in Gambia before 
release,” the sources added. 
The WHO has informed that 
as per the tentative results re-
ceived by WHO, out of the 23 
samples of the products under 
reference which were tested, 
four samples have been found 
to contain Diethylene Glycol or 
Ethylene glycol. 

MAIDEN PHARMACEUTICALS

4-member expert team to 
probe WHO claims formed 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

ON DEVELOPMENT PATH

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi will visit 
Himachal Pradesh on 

Thursday where in Una he 
will flag off Vande Bharat 
Express from Una Himachal 
railway station.

Thereafter, in a public func-
tion, Prime Minister will 
dedicate IIIT Una to the na-
tion and lay the foundation 
stone of Bulk Drug Park in 
Una. After that, in a public 
function at Chamba, Prime 
Minister will lay the founda-
tion stone of two hydropower 
projects and launch Pradhan 
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 
(PMGSY)-III in Himachal 
Pradesh, read a press state-
ment from the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office on Wednesday. 

Prime Minister’s clarion 
call for Aatmanirbhar Bharat 
has led to the country moving 
swiftly towards attainment of 
self-reliance across multiple 
sectors, through support of 
various new initiatives of 
the government. One such 
key sector is pharmaceuti-

cals, and in order to bring in 
Aatmanirbharta in this sec-
tor, Prime Minister will lay 
the foundation stone of Bulk 
Drug Park at Haroli in Una 
district, which will be built at 
a cost of over Rs 1900 crore.

According to the press 
statement, the Park will help 
reduce dependence on API 
imports. It is expected to at-
tract investment of around 
Rs. 10,000 crores and pro-
vide employment to more 
than 20,000 people. It will 
also give a fillip to economic 
activities in the region.

Prime Minister will dedi-

cate the Indian Institute of 
Information Technology 
(IIIT) Una to the nation. Its 
foundation stone was laid by 
the Prime Minister in 2017. 
Currently, more than 530 
students are pursuing study 
in this Institute.

Prime Minister will also flag 
off the inaugural run of the 
new Vande Bharat Express. 
Running from Amb And-
aura to New Delhi, it will be 
the fourth Vande Bharat train 
to be introduced in the coun-
try and is an advanced ver-
sion compared to the earlier 
ones, being much lighter and 

capable of reaching higher 
speed in shorter duration. It 
accelerates to 100 Km/h in 
just 52 seconds. The intro-
duction of the train will help 
boost tourism in the region 
and provide a comfortable 
and faster mode of travel.

Prime Minister will lay 
the foundation stone of two 
hydropower projects - the 
48 MW Chanju-III Hydro-
electric Project and the 30 
MW Deothal Chanju Hydro-
electric Project. Both these 
projects will generate over 
270 million units of electric-
ity annually and Himachal 
Pradesh is expected to get 
annual revenue of around Rs. 
110 crore from these projects.

Prime Minister will also 
launch Pradhan Man-
tri Gram Sadak Yojana 
(PMGSY)-III in Himachal 
Pradesh for upgradation of 
around 3125 kms of roads in 
the State. More than Rs 420 
crore has been sanctioned by 
the Central Government un-
der this phase for the upgra-
dation of 440 kms of roads in 
15 border and far flung Blocks 
of the State. 

PM MODI TO FLAG OFF VANDE 
BHARAT EXPRESS FROM UNA
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Vande Bhrat Express (file photo)

Chief Electoral Officer Ma-
neesh Garg on Tuesday 
directed all departments 
concerned to ensure strict 
adherence to the guidelines 
of Model Code of Conduct 
(MCC) when it comes into 
force for ensuring free and 
fair elections to the State as-
sembly.

The meeting was attended 
by Additional CEOs Dalip 
Negi and Neelam Dutta, 
besides the HoDs of vari-
ous departments. The CEO 
said, “The coordination of 
various departments was 
important for conducting 
smooth and inducement 
free Polls in the State. Direc-
tions were given to the Public 
Works Department to ensure 
proper maintenance of roads 
and provision of ramps and 

other facilities in polling sta-
tions, to facilitate the voters. 
He stressed the need to keep 
machinery and labour ready 
for clearance of roads in case 
of landslides or blockage 
of roads due to snowfall or 
heavy rains.”

He also stressed upon to 
ensure prompt medical as-
sistance to the polling per-
sonnel and also provision 
of COVID-19 safety material 
during the poll process. Spe-
cific directions were issued to 
the health department in this 
regard.

The State Taxes and Ex-
cise department was also 
directed to monitor all bot-
tling plants and warehouses 
through 24X7 CCTV surveil-
lance and ensure inter-state 
coordination with Excise 
Commissioners of the bor-
dering states to curb illegal 
movement of liquor. 

HIMACHAL PRADESH

CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER 
DIRECTS ALL BODIES TO FOLLOW 
MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT  
TDG NETWORK  
SHIMLA

The Congress Party on 
Wednesday welcomed to-
day’s decision of Punjab and 
Haryana High Court to quash 
two different FIRs registered 
against BJP leader Tajinder 
Pal Singh Bagga and former 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
leader Kumar Vishwas.

The Rupnagar Police had 
booked Vishwas in Punjab 
over his alleged inflamma-
tory statements against AAP 
convener Arvind Kejriwal 
and Bagga was booked on 
charges of making provoca-
tive statements, promoting 
enmity and criminal intimi-
dation at Mohali in April. 
Hearing a petition filed by 
Kumar Vishwas, the Punjab-
Haryana High Court has 
ordered the High Court to 
quash the case registered 
against him in Punjab’s Rup-
nagar.

In his petition, Vishwas had 
submitted that the case regis-
tered against him was sheer 
abuse of the process of law 
and apparently politically 
motivated.

“The manner in which the 
investigating agency is pro-
ceeding, it is apparent that it 
is trying to curtail the liberty 
of the petitioner by adopt-
ing a procedure unknown to 
law,” he had submitted.

Punjab Congress President 
ASR Warring said that the 
party welcomes the cancella-
tion of the FIR against Kumar 
Vishwas and Tajinder Pal 
Singh Bagga by the Punjab 
and Haryana High Court.

‘HC QUASHING OF 
FIRS HUGE
EMBARRASSMENT 
FOR KEJRIWAL’

Quashing of FIRs by Pun-
jab & Haryana High Court 
against BJP leader Tejinder 
Pal Singh Bagga and former 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
leader Kumar Vishwas was 
a huge embarrassment not 
only for Bhagwant Mann 
government but also for his 
political mentor Arvind Ke-
jriwal.

Senior Congress Leader 
and Punjab’s Leader of the 
Opposition (LoP) Partap 
Singh Bajwa made the afore-
said remarks on Wednesday 

while reprimanding Bhag-
want Mann asking him to get 
his act together and not run 
the state on his sheer whims 
and fancies.

The whole world knew 
sending senior Punjab Police 
officials all the way to Delhi to 
nab Tajinder Pal Singh Bagga 
was a sheer political vendetta 
and was orchestrated on the 
directions of Arvind Kejriwal 
to settle personal scores.

Similarly in the case of Ku-
mar Vishwas too it was only 
on the direction of Arvind 
Kejriwal the Punjab Police 
had registered a case against 
the renowned poet.  

“Arvind Kejriwal could not 
tolerate stinging criticism by 
his old colleague and AAP 
founder member Kumar 
Vishwas and wanted to teach 
him a lesson. That’s why an 
FIR was registered against 
him in Rupnagar, Punjab. 
In both the cases Bagga and 
Vishwas had allegedly made 
the statements in Delhi. 
Hence the Punjab Police had 
no jurisdiction to go all the 
way to Delhi to arrest Bagga 
and register case against 
Vishwas in Punjab. 

INFLAMMATORY STATEMENTS

PUNJAB-HARYANA HC QUASH FIR AGAINST 
BAGGA, VISHWAS; CONG WELCOMES MOVE
TARUNI GANDHI  
CHANDIGARH

 

Railway expansion has taken 
place in Himachal Pradesh 
due to Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s efforts and 
tomorrow Vande Bharat 
train will be flagged off from 
Una to Delhi, said Union 
Minister Anurag Thakur on  
Wednesday.

“Himachal Pradesh is a sec-
ond home for PM Modi. To-
morrow Vande Bharat train 
will be flagged off from Una 
to Delhi. Due to PM Modi’s 
efforts, railway expansion 
has happened in Himachal 
Pradesh. Bulk Drug Park 
is also being built,” said 
Thakur. PM Modi will visit 
Himachal Pradesh on Thurs-
day where in Una he will flag 
off Vande Bharat Express 
from Una Himachal railway 
station.

Thereafter, in a public func-
tion, Prime Minister will 
dedicate IIIT Una to the na-
tion and lay the foundation 
stone of Bulk Drug Park in 
Una. After that, in a public 
function at Chamba, Prime 

Minister will lay the founda-
tion stone of two hydropower 
projects and launch Pradhan 
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 
(PMGSY)-III in Himachal 
Pradesh, read a press state-
ment from the Prime Min-
ister’s Office on Wednesday.

Prime Minister’s clarion 
call for Aatmanirbhar Bharat 
has led to the country mov-
ing swiftly towards attain-
ment of self-reliance across 
multiple sectors, through 
support of various new ini-
tiatives of the government. 
One such key sector is phar-
maceuticals, and in order to 
bring in Aatmanirbharta in 
this sector, Prime Minister 
will lay the foundation stone 
of Bulk Drug Park at Haroli 
in Una district, which will be 
built at a cost of over Rs 1900 
crore. According to the press 
statement, the Park will help 
reduce dependence on API 
imports. It is expected to at-
tract investment of around 
Rs. 10,000 crores and pro-
vide employment to more 
than 20,000 people. It will 
also give a fillip to economic 
activities in the region.

Prime Minister will dedi-
cate the Indian Institute of 
Information Technology 
(IIIT) Una to the nation. Its 
foundation stone was laid by 
the Prime Minister in 2017. 
Currently, more than 530 
students are pursuing study 
in this Institute.

Prime Minister will also flag 
off the inaugural run of the 
new Vande Bharat Express. 
Running from Amb Andau-
ra to New Delhi, it will be the 
fourth Vande Bharat train to 
be introduced in the country 
and is an advanced version 
compared to the earlier ones, 
being much lighter and capa-
ble of reaching higher speed 
in shorter duration. It accel-
erates to 100 Km/h in just 52 
seconds. The introduction of 
the train will help boost tour-
ism in the region and provide 
a comfortable and faster 
mode of travel.

Prime Minister will lay 
the foundation stone of two 
hydropower projects - the 
48 MW Chanju-III Hydro-
electric Project and the 30 
MW Deothal Chanju Hydro-
electric Project.

VANDE BHARAT EXPRESS

PM’s efforts led to railway 
expansion in Himachal 
Pradesh: Anurag Thakur
TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

Over the decades, the known 
Apple Belt of India, i.e. Hi-
machal Pradesh, suffered 
a major dent due to many 
factors. The main factor is 
Climate Change and Insuffi-
cient Cultivation. Himachal 
Pradesh’s apple growers 
have mostly confined them-
selves to the certain varieties 
of apples that are known to 
be the delicious ones.  

At present there are 115 
varieties of apples which are 
grown in Himachal, some of 
them are Red June, Red Deli-
cious, Royal Delicious, Rich-
ard, Golden Delicious, Roam 
Beauty, Red Gala etc. 

The Impact of climate 
change not only have 
brought down the crop of 
apple but also deteriorated 
the quality of apple in Him-
achal. The winter tempera-
tures and precipitation in 
the form of snow are impor-
tant for bud break and also 
to ensure proper flowering 
in apples. Temperature is 
going up by as much as 3 to 

4 degree centigrade as com-
pared to that of the 1980s. 
These changes have been 
noticed across different re-
gions of the Himalayas. Con-
sequences of these climate 
changes are visible clearly 
in the shifting of apple culti-
vation from lower elevations 
to higher altitudes, affecting 
growers in the lower belts 
of HP. 

Lesser number of chilling 
days in a calendar year re-
sults in poor fruit formation. 
The cold weather is delayed 
towards the later days of De-

cember and starting of Janu-
ary, so the chilling require-
ments for development of 
proper crop are not met. Re-
ports suggest that in the last 
three decades, apple crop 
is getting affected in all the 
hilly regions due to climate 
change. During this period, 
the Himalayan region has 
warmed faster than most 
places in the world. 

Orchards more than 30 
years of age are low in crop 
yield, as compared to the 
newer ones. The fruit size 
and quality is also not opti-

mal in such orchards. The 
orchards located on slopes 
face soil erosion during 
heavy rainfall which results 
in loss of nutrition from the 
land. Likewise, southern 
and the southwest areas 
which are exposed to sun 
and have fewer irrigation 
facilities also face severe 
drought conditions during 
the summer.

The most serious disease 
in Apple crops is Scab. Oth-
er diseases are premature 
leaf fall, root rot, replant 
problem, powdery mildew, 
cankers and viruses. Golden 
Delicious and Red Golden 
are highly susceptible to 
scab. The old plantations are 
more prone to diseases and 
the affected plants are killed 
within two to three years.

According to recent re-
ports, the import of apples 
has doubled in the past 
few years, which is mak-
ing the growers worried. 
The import duty is very less 
on these imported apples 
which makes them much 
cheaper than the Indian va-
rieties.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Indian Apples’ quality is making 
cultivators worrisome
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

The Impact of climate change not only have brought down the crop 
of apple but also deteriorated the quality of apple in Himachal.
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Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan on 
Wednesday wrote 

to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, saying that efforts to 
impose the Hindi language 
are “unacceptable”. CM 
Vijayan informed him of 
Kerala’s stand in the wake of 
reports on the recommenda-
tion of the official language 
committee of Parliament to 
make the medium of exami-
nations conducted for cen-
tral services in Hindi and to 
make Hindi a compulsory 
language of study in educa-
tional institutions, including 
IITs and IIMs.

“The essence of India is de-
fined by the concept of ‘unity 
in diversity’ which acknowl-
edges cultural and linguistic 
diversity. Acknowledging 
this, it is brotherhood, tol-

erance, and mutual respect 
between different peoples 
that sustain our country. 
The Chief Minister said that 
promoting any one language 
above others would destroy 
this integrity,” said Vijayan.

In terms of education, the 
Kerala CM said the Centre 
has to accept the character-
istics of states. 

He said making employ-
ment exams in Hindi would 
result in the denial of em-

ployment to a large percent-
age of youth in the country. 
Moreover, the imposition of 
Hindi is against the principle 
of cooperative federalism, he 
said.

The Chief Minister de-
manded that the central gov-
ernment should withdraw 
from the efforts to impose 
the Hindi language.

Telangana IT, Industries 
and Commerce Minister K.T. 
Rama Rao also wrote a letter 

to PM Modi. In his letter to 
the PM, KTR has detailed 
the far-reaching disastrous 
impact of the unconstitu-
tional recommendation on 
the future of current and 
future generations, the divi-
sion it could cause between 
various parts of India, and 
other crucial aspects.

Drawing focus on how in-
direct imposition of Hindi is 
currently ruining the lives 
of crores of youngsters, the 

Minister said that students 
who pursue education in re-
gional languages are losing 
out on central government 
job opportunities as ques-
tions in qualifying tests for 
central jobs are in Hindi and 
English.  

He further requested the 
Prime Minister to conduct 
the exams in regional lan-
guages for the benefit of the 
job aspirants. 

“Besides, in this highly 
competitive globalised 
world, the recommendation 
of the Committee of Parlia-
ment on Official Language  
could take us backwards in 
terms of the nation’s devel-
opment”, said K.T.R. 

Pointing at the huge non-
Hindi-speaking population 
in India, he said that the 
central government’s move 
to make Hindi mandatory 
will lead to socio-economic 
divisions in our country.

Madhu SharMa 
ThiruvananThapuram 

Language war kicks off again 
with letters to PM Modi 
opposing ‘Hindi imposition’ 

 Pinarayi Vijayan  K.T. Rama Rao  Binoy Viswam

INaCCuraTE?

HINdu SENa mOvES 
dElHI HC agaINST 
makErS, aCTOrS Of 
adIpuruSH

An organisation named 
Hindu Sena on Wednesday 
moved the Delhi High Court 
against the makers and ac-
tors of Adipurush.

The Public Interest Litiga-
tion (PIL) seeks the removal 
of all objectionable content 
related to Lord Ram, Sita, 
Hanuman, Ravana, and oth-
ers. The plea has been moved 
by the National President 
of the Hindu Sena, Vishnu 
Gupta The plea further states 
that the movie has hurt the 
sentiments of the Hindu 
community by depicting 
religious figures in an in-
appropriate and inaccurate 
manner.

The plea stated that a rep-
resentation was made by 
the Hindu Sena before the 
Information and Broadcast-
ing Ministry but no response 
was received.

The depiction of religious 
characters like Ravana, 
played by Saif Ali Khan, and 
Lord Hanuman in the film 
is completely detached from 
Indian civilization.

The bearded look of Ra-
vana’s character, played by 
Saif Ali Khan, in the film is 

hurting the sentiments of 
the Hindu community as 
the Hindu Brahmin Ravana 
is shown making a ghastly 
face in the wrong manner, 
which is an absolute insult 
to Hindu civilization, Hindu 
religious figures, idols, and 
ideals.

The scene related to Rava-
na in the film is an absolute 
distortion of the real facts 
and story of the Ramayana.

Om Raut, Director of the 
feature film Adipurush, had 
defended the inaccurate de-
piction of religious leaders 
or characters in this film by 
making a statement in public 
that even Ramanand Sagar’s 
Ramayana had its own ver-
sion of VFX in its presenta-
tion of the religious leaders 
or characters of Ramayan, 
the plea stated.

The Hindus have a particu-
lar view of the images of Lord 
Ram, Sita, and Hanuman, 
and any change or tampering 
of their divine images by the 
film producers, directors, or 
actors would be a violation 
of their fundamental rights.

It also stated that our con-
stitution provides for a soci-
ety based on secularism as 
Indian society is multireli-
gious. 
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ENvIrONmENTal NOrmS 

‘Shut down illegal 
establishments 
in Rajaji National 
Park’: NGT 

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has directed the 
concerned authorities of Ut-
trakhand state to shut down 
illegal establishments in the 
Chilla Range of Rajaji Na-
tional Park.

The NGT said all commer-
cial activity in the forest in 
violation of the judgement 
of the Supreme Court is to 
be stopped. The State PCB, 
District Magistrates, and 
the Director of Rajaji Tiger 
Reserve will be responsible 
for carrying out these direc-
tives.

The directions of the NGT 
were passed on 10 Octo-
ber by the Bench headed 

by its Chief Justice, Adarsh 
Kumar Goel, while hear-
ing a plea moved by the All 
India Youth Lawyer Asso-
ciation against the alleged 
illegal functioning of hotels, 
resorts, pubs, clubs, and 
ashrams and other illegal 
commercial activities in the 
Chilla Range of Rajaji Na-
tional Park.

The Tribunal in July sought 
a factual and action-taken 
report from a joint commit-
tee of the District Magistrate, 
Haridwar, State PCB, Direc-
tor, Rajaji Tiger Reserve and 
nominee of the District Legal 
Services Authority, Harid-
war.

The concern report stated 
that around 19 establish-
ments were violating the 
environmental norms. 
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Yogi Adityanath distributes relief material to the flood-affected 
people, in Balrampur

dISpuTE 

Relief for actor Sreenath Bhasi as 
Kerala HC quashes criminal case over 
misbehavior with anchor

The Kerala High Court on 
Wednesday quashed the 
criminal case against actor 
Sreenath Bhasi, who was 
charged for allegedly ver-
bally abusing the anchor of a 
YouTube channel. The court 
held that the dispute in the 
case is purely personal in 
nature and that no public in-
terest or harmony would be 
adversely affected by quash-
ing the proceedings.

Earlier, the police arrested 

Sreenath Bhasi for verbally 
abusing a female anchor in 
an interview given to a you-
tube channel. He was arrest-
ed by Maradu police in Kochi 
and later released on bail on 
26 September.

A case was filed under IPC 
509, 354(A), and 294 against 
the actor. The anchor had 
filed a complaint with the 
state women’s commission 
earlier.

It is alleged that a video 
shows Sreenath lashing out 
at the interviewer/anchor 
after they tell him to rank 

his co-stars based on their 
‘rowdiness.’ While the inter-
viewer asked the question in 
a lighthearted manner, given 
that the film’s title is ‘Chatt-
ambi’, which means ‘rowdy’, 
the question wasn’t liked by 
Sreenath. He asked the jour-
nalists if they had no inten-
tion of getting better at their 
jobs. He shouted, “I’m pissed 
off right now” and also used 
the F-word.

Earlier, the Kerala Film 
Producers Association (KF-
had temporarily banned Ma-
layalam actor. 
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EmplOYmENT gENEraTION

CabINET apprOvES NEw 
dEvElOpmENT SCHEmE 
fOr THE NOrTHEaST

The Cabinet on Wednesday 
approved a new scheme 
named Prime Minister’s 
Development Initiative for 
the North East Region (PM-
DevINE) for the remain-
ing four years of the 15th 
Finance Commission from 
2022-23 to 2025-26.

The PM-DevINE scheme 
will have an outlay of Rs 
6,600 crore for the four-
year period from 2022-23 to 
2025-26 (remaining years of 
the 15th Finance Commis-
sion period).

The Union Cabinet, chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, has approved the new 
scheme, which is a central 
sector scheme with 100 
per cent central funding. It 
will be implemented by the 
ministry of development of 
the North Eastern Region 
(DoNER).

An official statement said 
all efforts would be made to 

complete the PM-DevINE 
projects by 2025-26 so that 
there are no committed lia-
bilities beyond this year. This 
implies front-loading of the 
sanctions under the scheme 
in 2022-23 and 2023-24 
primarily. While spending 
would continue in 2024-25 
and 2025-26, priority would 
be given to completing the 
sanctioned PM-DevINE 
projects.

PM-DevINE would lead 
to the creation of infrastruc-
ture, supporting industries, 
social development projects, 
and creating livelihood activ-
ities for youth and women, 
thus leading to employment 
generation. The scheme will 
be implemented by the min-
istry of DoNER through the 
North Eastern Council or 
central ministries/agencies.

Measures will be taken 
to ensure adequate opera-
tion and maintenance of the 
projects sanctioned under 
PM-DevINE so that they are 
sustainable. 
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rElIEf aNd rESCuE

Cm YOgI rEvIEwS flOOd-HIT arEaS IN up, 
dIrECTS OffICIalS TO SpEEd up rElIEf 

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Wednes-
day reviewed the situation 
arising out of incessant rain-
fall in the state in the last few 
days.

The Chief Minister has di-
rected the Group of Minis-
ters to immediately visit the 
districts under their charge 
and extend their cooperation 
in relief and rescue work to 
the flood-affected parts of 
the state.

In a high-level meeting 
chaired by Yogi Adityanath, 
instructions were issued to 
expedite the relief and re-
habilitation work in all the 
districts affected by heavy 
rains. CM Yogi also ordered 
to keep the District Control 
Room functional 24x7 under 
the leadership of Joint Mag-
istrate level officers.

“Due to excessive rains in 

the last few days, adverse ef-
fects have been seen on life, 
livestock, and agriculture. 
Loss of lives and money has 
been reported in many dis-
tricts. The State Government 
is committed to making nec-
essary arrangements for the 
safety and maintenance of 
all the affected people”, an 
official release said, quoting 
Yogi Adityanath.

“Immediate help should 
be provided to the common 
people in the flood-affected 

areas. There should be no de-
lay in the distribution of re-
lief packets. There should be 
adequate arrangements for 
lighting etc. in relief camps,” 
said the Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister.

Expressing grief over the 
loss of lives due to heavy 
rain, lightning, snake bites, 
and drowning, he directed 
officials to immediately dis-
tribute permissible relief 
money to the families of the 
deceased.
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IN dElHI

Mumbai man succumbs to injuries after 
residential lift collapses

Man impersonating 
Spanish actor to 
trap young girls 
arrested  

TdG NeTwork
mumbai

TdG NeTwork
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A 74-year-old man, injured in an el-
evator accident in a housing colony 
in Borivali, succumbed to his inju-
ries on Tuesday. The man was un-
der treatment at a local hospital as 
he breathed his last there.

The deceased has been identified as 
Ratan Patil. 

Patil is a resident of the Borivali 
area of Mumbai. Patil was injured in 
a lift accident in his residential area 
on 2 October.

According to the information re-
ceived from Kasturba Marg police, 
when Patil entered the lift on the first 

floor, the door of the lift suddenly 
closed and started going down, sud-
denly hitting the ground.

“We have registered a case under 
Accident Death Report (ADR) and 
are investigating to find out if there 
was any negligence,” said a senior 
police officer of Kasturba police sta-
tion.

Patil suffered injuries on his hand, 
chest, and shoulder, after which he 
was admitted to the nearby Shatabdi 
Hospital by a security guard posted 
outside the lobby of Tuljai Society on 
Carter Road No. 4, Borivali.

He was later shifted to Nair hospi-
tal due to his deteriorating health, 
where he died.   

A 22-year old man was ar-
rested by the Delhi Police 
on Wednesday for allegedly 
impersonating Spanish ac-
tor Manu Rios to trap young 
girls on social media. The 
accused has been identified 
as Abbuzar Rehman. The ac-
cused tried extorting money 
as he threatened to leak pic-
tures of these girls.

“A complaint was regis-
tered at the Cyber police 
station through the Minis-
try of Home Affairs (MHA) 
Cyber Crime reporting por-
tal, alleging the accused of 
extorting money from her 
and threatening to make 
her pictures viral on social 
media. On the basis of the 
complaint, a case was regis-
tered at PS Cyber North and 
an investigation was taken 
up. The police arrested the 
accused on Monday,” the 
police said.

The police recovered three 
sim cards, one memory card 
and two mobile phones used 
in the offence.

It was alleged that the ac-
cused introduced himself to 
the complainant as a small-
time Spanish actor. After 
some time, she became his 
friend and shared her pri-

vate pictures with him.
Abbuzar started demand-

ing money from her, threat-
ening to make her pictures 
viral on social media. When 
the complainant did not 
budge to his demands, the 
accused made a fake ID of 
the complainant, using one 
of her private photos and 
shared the same with the 
complainant to threaten her.

The police said that during 
the course of the investiga-
tion, details of the alleged 
Instagram profile were 
obtained and, on the basis 
of those, IP addresses and 
mobile numbers used in the 
registration of the alleged 
profile were also obtained.

“These IP addresses were 
further sent to concerned 
mobile operators, from 
where the mobile number 
and IMEI number used in 
the offence were found and 
the identity of the alleged 
person was ascertained,” the 
police officials added.

The accused has been 
served with a notice under 
section 41 A of CRPC, fol-
lowing the guidelines laid 
down by the Supreme Court 
in the Arnesh Kumar V/s 
State case.

top of the day

ONE mISCrEaNT 
arrESTEd 
IN Hapur 
ENCOuNTEr
hapur:  one miscre-
ant was arrested after 
sustaining injuries in an 
encounter with the police 
in uttar pradesh’s hapur. 
The incident took place 
during the police check 
when two miscreants 
opened fire at the police 
party on the modinagar 
road. one of the two mis-
creants sustained injuries 
while the other succeeded 
in fleeing, said the police. 
The injured was identified 
as Deepak hailing from 
Delhi’s Govindpur. The 
police have recovered a 
pistol, two cartridges, and 
a motorcycle from the 
injured miscreant. “he 
is a criminal. more than 
100 cases are already 
registered against him,” 
said the police. “police 
station hapur nagar ar-
rested a vicious miscreant 
in an injured condition 
after a police encounter 
during checking, from 
whose possession illegal 
arms and without number 
Splendor bike were recov-
ered,” tweeted the hapur 
police. 

 aSSam 
COp CaugHT 
 rEd-HaNdEd 
aCCEpTINg brIbE 
GuWahaTi : a team from 
the assam Directorate 
vigilance and anti corrup-
tion on Tuesday trapped 
red-handed and arrested 
an assistant Sub-inspec-
tor (aSi) in the Lakhimpur 
district while he was 
accepting a bribe, a police 
official said. The aSi was 
identified as Dambarud-
har Dutta of Silonibari 
out post in Lakhimpur. 
he was arrested after he 
accepted a bribe from 
the complainant for giv-
ing him and his family 
relief in a criminal case. 

“Today, a Team from the @
Dir_vac_aSSam trapped 
red-handed & arrested 
aSi Dambarudhar Dutta of 
Silonibari op under north 
Lakhimpur district after 
he accepted bribe from 
the complainant for giving 
relief to complainant and 
his family in a criminal 
case,” Singh tweeted. Ear-
lier on 17 September, two 
government employees 
were caught red-handed 
for accepting bribes in two 
separate operations by the 
team of the Directorate of 
vigilance and anti-cor-
ruption of assam police.

HYdErabad 
pOlICE arrESTS 
TEN fOr ruNNINg 
Hawala SCam 
The hyderabad cyber 
crime police on Wednes-
day arrested 10 accused 
running hawala scam 
from Delhi and mumbai. 
The accused have been 
identified as Sahil bajaj, 
Sunny pankaj, virender 
Singh, Sanjay Yadav, 
navneeth Kaushik, mo-
hammad parvez, Syed 
Sultan, mirza nadeem 
baig, chinese national 
Lec Li Zhongjun and 
Taiwanese national chu 
chun-yu in an investment 
fraud. The complainant 
said that he was cheated 
after investing rs 1.6 lakh 
in an investment app 
called LoXam. on investi-
gation, it is found that the 
money of the complainant 
was deposited in the bank 
account of indus ind bank 
in the name of Xindai 
Technologies pvt Ltd.



perspective
BE SMART

Time To sTarT 
decoupling from 
puTin’s russia

BodY BloW

Eknath Shinde rebelled 
against Shiv Sena supremo 
and Maharashtra Chief Min-
ister Uddhav Thackarey and 
joined hands with the BJP to 
form the government and 
become the Chief Minister of 
the state. This was followed 
by more than bitter war of 
words between Shinde and 
Thackarey. The rebellion 
of Shinde reached the pin-
nacle, when he claimed 
stake over the party and the 
election symbol. This event 
reminds old timers about 
Indira Gandhi splitting the 
Congress and formation of 
Congress (R) and Congress 
(O) with the election sym-
bol “Hand” being frozen by 
the EC. The freezing of the 
Shiv Sena’s election symbol 
days before Andheri East 
Assembly seat’s bypolls has 
send tremors across the Ud-

dhav Thackarey faction of 
the Shiv Sena.

In this case, political par-
ties will hurl accusations and 
counter accusations on each 
other. However, it will not re-
ally matter a lot. What really 
matters is how people who 
connect with the symbol and 
are not fully aware of politics, 
vote during elections. This is 
where the Uddhav Thack-
arey faction of the Shiv Sena 
will be first hit in the imme-
diate term, when Andheri 
East Assembly seat bypolls 
are slated to be held on 3 
November 2022. This freez-
ing of election symbol must 
also be seen in the wake of an 
extremely weak and disap-
pointing performance by the 
Uddhav Thackarey faction of 
the Shiv Sena in the recently 
concluded gram panchayat 
elections. Local body elec-
tions are fought on multiple 
grounds, ranging from local 
level performance and de-
livery of governance by the 
party to policies and senti-
ments impacted the public 
perception about the candi-
dates on the ground. How-
ever, state and national elec-
tions have one more potent 
factor that impacts results. 

Many committed voters of 
the party don’t know the 
name of the candidate, but 
blindly vote for the symbol. 
This behaviour is driven by 
the fact that while local level 
elections will be contested on 
local governance issues, state 
and national elections will be 
driven by party loyalty along 
with governance issues.

This freezing of “Bow and 
Arrow” election symbol of 
the Shiv Sena will hurt the 
Uddhav Thackarey faction. 
It is pertinent to note that the 
Eknath Shinde faction is not 
fielding any candidate in the 
Andheri East Assembly by-
polls. The Uddhav Thackarey 
faction is fielding the widow 
of Late sitting MLA of And-
heri East. Against her, the 
BJP is fielding a candidate. 
With the Uddhav Thackarey 
faction not able to use their 
regular election symbol till 
the matter is settled by the 
EC, candidates of the Ud-
dhav Thackarey faction will 
have to contest on a different 
temporary symbol. This is 
similar to Congress (O) and 
Congress (R) getting “Wom-
en Spinning Charkha” and 
“Cow and Calf” symbols re-
spectively, when the “Hand” 

was frozen.   
In this situation, many com-

mitted voters of the party, 
who don’t even know the 
name of the candidate, but 
have registered the election 
symbol in their minds, get 
confused. The electioneering 
campaigning is also done in 
a manner to instill the elec-
tion symbol in the minds of 
the masses. This strategy 
works with a large section 
of voters. With the Uddhav 
Thackarey faction of the Shiv 
Sena losing its trademark 
election symbol, it remains 
to be seen how the candidate 
from the Uddhav Thackarey 
faction will be able to com-
municate the new symbol 
to that section of committed 
voters, who don’t know any-
thing other than the election 
symbol.

The problems for the Ud-
dhav Thackarey camp don’t 
end at this Assembly bypolls. 
It is certain that the election 
symbol of the Shiv Sena will 
remain frozen for a foresee-
able period of time. This is 
due to the EC procedure 
subject to which the election 
symbol will be unfrozen and 
given to the faction that has 
support of the majority of 

the party office bearers and 
ground cadre. Here it is im-
perative to know that right 
now, only 50 plus legislators 
from the state Assembly and 
the Parliament have rebelled 
against the party leadership 
i.e. Uddhav Thackarey and 
joined Eknath Shinde camp. 
The Eknath Shinde and the 
Uddhav Thackarey factions 
will have to conclusively 
prove to the EC that majority 
of the members in the party 
organization are with one of 
them. This is a detailed and 
an extended process, which 
the EC will undertake to de-
termine which faction has 
more ground level support 
within the organization. 
Based on those findings, the 
EC will allot the party’s elec-
tion symbol to the faction that 
has maximum support on the 
ground and in the party or-
ganization structure. In the 
meantime, both the factions 
will have to contest on tem-
porary symbols. In all prob-
abilities, the “Bow and Ar-
row” symbol would remain 
frozen till 2024 General and 
State Assembly Elections are 
concluded.

This would mean that many 
traditional voters of the Shiv 

Sena who knew nothing 
other than “Bow and Ar-
row” will not be confused 
about which button must be 
pressed on the EVM. This is a 
huge setback for the Uddhav 
Thackarey camp, because 
they lose their traditional 
election symbol. Now they 
will have to communicate 
the new symbol to the vot-
ers even more aggressively. 
This is a litmus test for the 
Uddhav Thackarey faction 
on all counts, from mass 
reach out to the voters and 
communicating the tempo-
rary election symbol to them. 
Amid weaning popularity 
and damp squid election re-
sults, it remains to be seen 
whether Uddhav Thackarey 
is able to do this successfully 
and how he will do it. His per-
formance will be compared to 
that by the rebel faction led by 
Eknath Shinde, who will also 
be marketing their temporary 
election symbol. 2024 elec-
tion results will tell us which 
faction has performed better 
in reaching out to the voters 
and instilling their election 
symbol in their minds. 
Sumeet Mehta is a close watcher 
of Maharashtra politics. He 
tweets from @sumeetnmehta

Freezing Shiv Sena’s ‘Bow and Arrow’ symbol to hurt Uddhav
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Breaking the norm 
of a two-term limit, 
Chinese President Xi 

Jinping is all set to extend his 
presidency for a third term at 
the 20th National Congress of 
the Chinese Communist Par-
ty (CCP) which is beginning 
from 16 October. When the 
19th Party Congress in 2017 
had ended without nam-
ing the next line of heirship, 
there was little doubt about 
Xi Jinping’s aspiration to re-
tain his paramountcy in the 
CCP. Since assuming leader-
ship of China in 2012, he had 
progressively consolidated 
his power by purging all his 
rivals under the innocuous 
anti-corruption campaigns. 
Besides, he declared himself 
as China’s core leader and 
successfully enshrined the 
“Xi Jinping Thought” with-
in the Chinese Constitution. 
In November 2021, with the 
adoption of the History Res-
olution at the Sixth Plenum 
of the CCP Central Commit-

tee meeting, Xi Jinping en-
shrined himself as a pivotal 
historical figure singularly 
capable of steering China 
toward superpower status 
and thereby, surpassing 
both Mao Zedong and Deng 
Xiaoping in stature and pow-
er quotient. What explains Xi 
Jinping’s voracious appetite 
for power? Is it simply com-
parable to Mao’s megaloma-
niac proclivities or is there a 
deeper rationale behind Xi’s 
power consolidation? 

It may be recalled that in 
the post-Mao era, when 
Deng Xiaoping opened up 
China to reform and mod-
ernization programme and 
allowed people to get rich, 
an incongruence set in into 
the theoretical basis of the 
Communist state. In Marxist 
parlance, the base (the pro-
duction forces and material 
sources) and the superstruc-
ture (philosophy and culture) 
should be congruent.  But 
under the impact of reform 
and quasi-capitalist growth, 
the base lost all resemblance 
with communism, while the 
superstructure was still de-
fined by socialist ideology. 
This incongruence ultimate-
ly led to the “Three-Belief 
Crisis” (Sanxin Weiji)—crisis 
of faith in socialism, crisis of 
belief in Marxism, and crisis 
of trust in the party—among 
the people, which culmi-
nated in the Tiananmen 

Movement of 1989. This was 
followed by the disintegra-
tion of the Soviet Union in 
1991 which further eroded 
appeal for Communist ideol-
ogy. This gave a clarion call to 
the CCP under Jiang Zemin’s 
leadership to resurrect na-
tionalism as an alternative 
ideology to Communism. 
This nationalism was un-
derscored in the promotion 
of “Three Loves”: love for 
the land, love for the people 
and love for the culture. In 
1991, Jiang Zemin’s govern-
ment launched the patriotic 
education programme, the 
central purpose of which 
was to reeducate the people 
about China’s glorious past 
and how it lost its status on 
account of the Western and 
Japanese imperialism. 

By the time Hu Jintao took 
the reins of leadership in 
2002, the deepening impact 
of globalization brought 
in its wake the challenges 
of widening rural-urban 
gap, coastal-inland divide, 
environment degradation, 
and rising unemployment. 
This in effect, threatened to 
erode the party’s social base 
and political legitimacy. In 
fact, the dilemma for the 
leadership was mainly how 
to achieve stability without 
political liberalization and 
also without diluting eco-
nomic reforms. The answer 
was found in repackaging 
nationalism with Confucian 
principles of harmony that 
would enrich socialist values 
and enhance the regime’s so-
cial appeal.

When Xi assumed leader-
ship of China, he confronted 
a fractured society riven with 
socio-economic inequal-
ity and rampant corruption. 
And despite a repackaged 
nationalism, there was gen-

eral disenchantment among 
the people with the party. He 
understood that economic 
prosperity was no longer a 
guarantee to party legitima-
cy. He also fathomed the in-
adequacies of imbibing Con-
fucianism to Chinese policy 
making. In fact, he perceived 
a grave danger to China’s 
core national interests of 
sovereignty, development 
and security which he sum-
marized as the “Three Major 
Dangers” (Sanda Qushi): 1) 
threats from invasion, sub-
version, and splittism, 2) the 
undermining of reform, de-
velopment, and stability, and 
3) the interruption of China’s 
socialist system. The first cat-
egory of danger emanated 
from the territorial disputes 
including the South China 
Seas, the Taiwan issue and 
ethnic unrests in Xinjiang 
and Tibet. The second cat-
egory referred to the social 
instability and resistance to 
Xi Jinping’s reforms from 
entrenched political and 
bureaucratic elites. And the 
third danger emanated both 
internally and externally 
and included issues like the 
student-led Hong Kong un-
rest which is dubbed as the 
Hong Kong version of the 
“colour revolution” sup-
ported by external forces. In 
this background, as soon as 
he assumed power, Xi Jin-
ping undertook an ideologi-
cal purification campaign, 
which was a reconfigured 
nationalism underscored by 
the sweeping anti-corruption 
crackdown and a discipline 
enforcement campaign, on 
the one hand. And on the 
other, raised the great revival 
of the Chinese nation to the 
level of the China Dream. 

A further power consolida-
tion took place following his 

second term, when Xi Jin-
ping labelled his leadership 
as the new era in achieving 
“great success of socialism 
with Chinese characteris-
tics.” What this signified 
was that from the date of the 
19th Party Congress in 2017, 
that is commencement of 
Xi’s second term, to China’s 
100-year anniversary in 
2049, China entered a new 
era during which time mod-
ernization of socialism and 
the revival of the Chinese 
nation would be realized. It 
is pertinent to note that the 
two goals—modernization 
of socialism and great reju-
venation of the Chinese na-
tion—mark a departure from 
Xi’s predecessors in terms of 
substance, but not in spirits.   

When Xi Jinping empha-
sized on socialist and com-
munist principles, he essen-
tially meant to move away 
from Western empirical 
tradition and locate it in the 
Chinese Confucian tradition 
of ‘Great Unity under Heav-
en’ which basically promotes 
an ethical, peaceful, value-
based societal relations and 
governance model, which in 
turn, elevates Communism 
to a spiritual belief system. 
This conceptualization of 
communism by invoking the 
Confucian tradition while at 
once accomplishes the sini-
fication of communism, and 
thus, averts the possibility 
of the similar specter of the 
Soviet collapse, also makes 
the Chinese governance 
model unique and suitable 
for global emulation, and 
thus, presents it as an al-
ternative to Western gover-
nance model typified by the 
liberal democratic system. 
A significant point to note 
as well is that the Chinese 
governance model under Xi 

Jinping is projected as a su-
perior version from that of 
his predecessors because he 
astutely weaves Chinese his-
tory and civilization into it. In 
the words of Jiang Shigong, 
legal theorist and exponent 
of Xi Jinping Thought, it is a 
fine blend of “Chinese tradi-
tional culture, socialist com-
mitment to equality and capi-
talist economic efficiency.” 
Clearly, “between the failed 
Soviet Union and the failing 
US”, Xi Jinping is credited 
with providing a third path 
which would propel China to 
a global superpower. 

Therefore, China under 
Xi Jinping is the man of the 
hour who is poised to com-
plete China’s great power 
dream. In fact, China has 
reached a juncture where it 
enjoys a number of strategic 
advantages, which Xi refers 
to as the “Three Unprece-
denteds”: China’s rapid eco-
nomic development, China 
fast approaching the goal 
of great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation and China’s 
unprecedented capabilities 
and confidence to become 
a global power. Xi Jinping 
also believes that this win-
dow of opportunity to rise at 
the top of the global leader-
ship is not open for long and 
faces fierce challenges from 
the United States and oth-
ers. Seen in this perspective, 
Xi Jinping’s great push for 
power consolidation is not 
simply a means for fulfilling 
his personal ambitions, but 
constitutes a final step in the 
Chinese grand strategy of 
decentering the US and re-
centering itself as the global 
hegemon.
Abanti Bhattacharya is a pro-
fessor in the Department of 
East Asian Studies, University 
of Delhi.

Rationale behind Xi’s 
power consolidation
Xi Jinping’s great push for power consolidation is not simply a means for 
fulfilling his personal ambitions, but constitutes a final step in the Chinese grand 
strategy of decentering the US and re-centering itself as the global hegemon.
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AbAnti bhAttAchAryA

Nearly eight months into the Russia-Ukraine war, which 
started with Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine on 
24 February 2022, the time has come for India to take 
a long and hard look at itself, specifically on the direc-
tion which it is headed when it comes to Russia. India 
has been very clear that there should be an immediate 
cessation of violence in the Ukraine war. The Prime 
Minister too has told Vladimir Putin that this is not 
the era of war. India says that it’s following a policy of 
neutrality. But the problem is, no one is buying India’s 
claim and is firmly putting it in the Russian basket, 
courtesy India’s actions ever since the start of the war. 
There is a reason for that—for instance, India’s constant 
abstentions from voting on issues related to Russia. 
Except for a couple of procedural votes—once to allow 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to speak at the UN and another 
to disallow the Russian demand to have a secret ballot 
on a draft resolution on the Ukraine referendum—India 
has always abstained on every Russia vote and has not 
even mentioned Russia by name at the UN. Apparently, 
it is our long-standing policy not to name any country. 
But why is it so difficult to take a stand on humanitarian 
issues? Why does India abstain from voting against 
Russia on this issue? Surely, we do not believe that the 
Russian invasion has made life easier for Ukrainians. 
Ukraine is facing a major humanitarian crisis. But such 
is our inability to take a stand on such matters, that 
we even abstained from voting against China’s human 
rights violation in Xinjiang—China, which is our sworn 
enemy and is committing a genocide against the Uy-
ghur population. We call ourselves the world’s largest 
democracy, but we cannot stand up to blatant rights 
violations by either China or Russia. This is a weak-
kneed approach. Just because the West uses human 
rights as a political tool to serve its own goals, does not 
mean that we cannot take the high ground for once and 
spell out a wrong as a wrong. There is no justification 
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, however much the 
spin be given that it 
was being cornered by 
Nato, so did not have a 
choice. If every nation 
feeling cornered starts 
invading neighbour-
ing countries, that 
will spell the end of 
the rules-based order. 
So our nuanced stand 
on Russia, where we 
condemn the invasion 
in strong words, but abstain from voting against the 
invasion, sends out confusing signals. It is too nuanced, 
too subtle for the rest of the world to understand, which 
sees our abstentions as support for Russia.

A country’s foreign policy should be about taking 
care of one’s own interests, the reason why India has 
ramped up the purchase of discounted oil from Rus-
sia—rightly so. Not letting its citizens suffer because 
of high oil prices, not allowing recession to batter the 
economy, is a sign of good governance. But beyond that, 
what is “standing with Russia” giving us, except for 
souring our relations with a large part of the democratic 
world? Take our relationship with the United States, 
for instance, which has hit a rough patch. We need to 
remember that the Russia of Vladimir Putin is not the 
Soviet Russia of the Cold War era, with which India 
had historical links. The bitter truth that the Russia-
lovers in India need to face is that Putin’s Russia is 
not muscular enough to pull off a quick victory over 
a tiny Ukraine. Russia’s military prowess is coming 
under question every day the war continues. Worse, 
Putin’s Russia is behaving like a rogue, threatening the 
use of nuclear weapons. If, heavens forbid, Putin uses 
tactical nuclear weapons in Ukraine, what will India 
do? Stand with that act of criminality? It’s hoped not. 
India’s inventory of Russian weapons is not reason 
enough to continue to side with Russia. The rate at 
which the war is continuing, it will anyway dry up the 
flow of weapons from Russia. Already India is facing 
the problem of sourcing spare parts for its Russian 
equipment. Moreover, Putin’s Russia is sanctions-hit 
and a global pariah; it will never be able to give India 
the latest technology in defence. Worse, by holding on 
to Russia’s coattail, India risks the drying up of critical 
technology from the West. Russia is also completely 
dependent on China and any Russian neutrality in case 
of an India-China conflict will pose a major problem for 
us. While the West cannot be absolved of blame in the 
Ukraine war, and is staring at a recession and an energy 
crisis, what makes our Russia-lovers think that Moscow 
doesn’t face the risk of being hobbled permanently? 
Bombing a country—Ukraine—which does not have 
an air defence system, as Russia did recently, is neither 
an act of bravery nor a sign of Moscow winning the 
war. It’s a sign of desperation. The fact is, in spite of all 
the huffing and puffing, Putin will be able to do zilch 
when Sweden and Finland join the Nato, because he 
cannot afford to take on the Nato. If he uses nuclear 
weapons against the Nato, it will not only doom the 
world, but finish him as well.

If foreign policy is about taking care of one’s own 
interests, it is time India took care of its own interests 
and started decoupling from Russia. Memory of a past 
friendship or loyalty cannot determine present policy. 
What is needed is adoption of a smart policy, which is 
truly independent.

Joyeeta Basu

sumeet mehta

if foreign policy is 
about taking care of 
one’s own interests, it 
is time india took care 
of its own interests and 
started decoupling from 
russia. Memory of a past 
friendship or loyalty cannot 
determine present policy. 
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The Supreme Court 
bench, comprising 
Chief Justice U.U. 

Lalit, Justice Ravindra Bhat 
and Justice Ajay Rastogi ob-
served and has listed a batch 
of plea challenging the Con-
stitutional validity of provi-
sions of the Places of Wor-
ship (Special Provisions) Act 
1991 on 14th November 2022. 
It has also been directed by 
the Court to the Union of In-
dia to file its response by 31st 
October 2022. Thus, the pe-
tition have been filed against 
the Act inasmuch as it bars 
remedies against illegal en-
croachment on the places 
of worship and pilgrimages 
prior to August 15, 1947. 

In the last hearing, it had 
been directed by the Court 
that the Union of India to 
file a response in two weeks. 
Advocate Vrinda Grover, ap-
pearing for Jamiat Ulema-i-
Hind supporting the Act, 
submitted before the bench 
that no such response had 
yet been filed. Tushar Mehta, 
the Solicitor General of In-
dia, appearing for the centre, 
submitted that the reply was 
still under consideration and 
another two weeks were re-
quired for the same. It has 
been stated by the CJI stated 

that when the validity of a 
legislation was challenged, 
the stand of the Central Gov-
ernment was relevant.

The Counsel, Senior Ad-
vocate Rakesh Dwivedi, ap-
pearing for the petitioner, 
submitted submitted that 
the law was passed without 
debates. It had been stated 
by him that certain addi-
tional questions have been 
framed, which were not 
considered by the Supreme 
Court in the Ayodhya judg-
ment which upheld the Plac-
es of Worship Act. Further, 

Dr. Subramanian Swamy, 
appearing as part-in-person, 
submitted before the court 
that the Centre should be 
asked to respond.

Adding to it, the CJI asked 
the Solicitor General what 
was his personal view re-
garding the impact of the 
Ayodhya judgment on the 
challenge.

CJI asked that “Mr. SG, 
what is your personal view? 
Was the legislation covered 
in Ayodhya judgement?”

Replying to which the SG 
stated “it may not be covered 

by that”.
At the Outset, the bench 

adjourned the matter asking 
the Union of India to file a re-
sponse by 31st October 2022. 

The bench of CJI UU Lalit 
reads the order:

The counsel, Mr. Rakesh 
Dwivedi, appearing for 
the petitioner submitted 
and has formulated ques-
tions which in his view 
would arise and would be 
required to be considered 
by this court. Earlier, it 
had been prayed by the SG 
for some time to place his 

submissions on record by 
way of affidavit in response. 
Further, he prayed time of 
two weeks to do the need-
ful and an affidavit be filled 
in his behalf before 31st oct 
2022. It has been submitted 
by Ms. Vrinda Grover that 
after the response filed by 
the SG she would also re-
spond and may suggest any 
additional questions which 
may arise in the matter. Ms. 
Grover and any other coun-
sel who is wishing to place 
additional questions may 
inform Mr. Kanu Agarawal 
within 7 days. It had been 
requested by Mr. Agarwal 
for collating the questions 
so that the attention of the 
court can be focused on 
these questions. The copies 
of compilation in digitised 
mode with all counsels is 
need to eb shared by him. 
However, all counsels are 
requested to submit their 
submissions in writing. 
The submission of Counsel 
needs to be made in 3 pages 
suggesting time required for 
arguments. Listing the mat-
ter on 14th November 2022. 
Mr Suresh and Mr Sinha 
have suggested additional 
questions which may also 
be forwarded to Mr. Agar-
wal. Issuance of the formal 
notice in all matters.

IN COURT 

SUPREME COURT: ASKS CENTRE FOR 
FILLING ITS RESPONSE TO PLEAS 
CHALLENGING PLACES OF WORSHIP 
ACT BY OCTOBER 31

TDG NETWORK 
The Delhi High Court in the case Piyush 
Gupta v. Govt Of NCT Of Delhi And Ors ob-
served and has directed the Delhi Govern-
ment to ensure that an OTP-based verifica-
tion system is created on the Online Single 
Window System (OSWS) portal within a 
period of four weeks for seamless process-
ing of the payment of professional fees of the 
standing counsels.

In order to apply for the payment, at pres-
ent, a standing counsel is required to down-
load the form, fill details of the bill and then 
upload the signed and scanned copy on the 
OSWS portal.

The Division bench comprising of Chief 
Justice Satish Chandra Sharma and Justice 
Subramonium Prasad observed and stated 
that the present process is ‘cumbersome’ and 
purpose of seamless submission of bills is be-
ing defeated.

The Court in an order passed on October 
6 stated that the State is directed to ensure 
that some provision of OTP based signature 
is made available as the present process is 
cumbersome and the purpose of seamless 
submission of bills is being defeated. Thus, 
let the same be done within four weeks.

The order has been passed in the petition 
moved by Advocate Piyush Gupta seeking 
clearance of bills of various government 
counsels engaged with the Delhi Govern-
ment, Centre and municipal bodies. However, 
the bills have been kept pending for long, the 
plea alleges. Earlier, the court has been told 
that despite various representations being 
made by the aggrieved counsels as well judi-
cial orders and the concerned departments 
have not cleared the bill.

Santosh Kumar Tripathi, Delhi Govern-

ment’s standing counsel, on October 6 ap-
praised the court that the new portal has be-
come operational for payment of profession 
fees to the standing counsels.

However, it was also submitted by him that 
some provision of OTP based system should 
be made available in the portal for reducing 
the time period in sanctioning the bills.

During the hearing, it has also been ap-
praised by the bench about an order passed 
on August 25, 2020 wherein the Delhi Gov-
ernment, Centre and municipal bodies were 
directed to clear the pending bills of standing 
counsels within a period of four weeks. Also, 
it was told that same has not been done yet.

The Court stated that let the exercise be 
concluded positively before the next date 
of hearing and the Respondents shall make 
all endeavour in clearing the bills which are 
pending till date.

Accordingly, the matter will now be heard 
on December 12.

IN COURT 

High Court Directs Delhi 
Govt: Create OTP-based 
System For Processing 
Payment Of Professional 
Fees To Standing Counsels
PRANSHI AGARWAL

The Supreme Court in the case 
Dashratbhai Trikambhai Patel ver-
sus Hitesh Mahendrabhai Patel and 
others observed and has stated that 
no offence for dishonour of cheque 
under Section 138 of the Negotiable 
Instruments Act, 1881 is made out if 
the cheque is presented for the full 
amount without endorsing the part-
payment made by the borrower af-
ter the issuance of the cheque.

It was held by the court that that 
the sum reflected on the cheque 
will not be the “legally enforceable 
debt” as per Section 138 NI Act, 
when the cheque is presented for 
encashment without endorsing the 
part-payment. As per Section 56 of 
the NI Act, past-payments must be 
endorsed on the cheque and is such 
cheque endorsement is made, the 
cheque can be presented for the bal-
ance amount. Thus, the Court ex-
plained that the offence under Sec-
tion 138 NI Act will be attracted if 
such a cheque with endorsement of 
the part-payment gets dishonoured.

In the present case, the cheque 
was issued for an amount of Rs 20 
lakhs. A part of payment was made 
by the borrower of Rs. 4,09,315/- to 
the drawee of the cheque, after the 
cheque was issued. Therefore, the 
cheque was presented for Rs 20 
lakhs, without endorsing the part-
payment.

In this factual scenario, the Su-
preme Court noted that the com-
plaint under Section 138 NI Act is 
not sustainable when the cheque got 
dishonoured after being presented 
for the full amount.

While affirming the judgment of 
the Gujarat High Court, wherein 
the acquittal of the accused was ap-
proved in the case.

The bench comprising of Jus-

tice DY Chandrachud and Justice 
Hima Kohli observed and has sum-
marised the findings as follows :

1.The cheque that is dishonoured 
must represent a legally enforce-
able debt on the date of maturity or 
presentation, for the commission of 
an offence under Section 138 of the 
NI Act.

2.If the drawer of the cheque 
pays a whole or part of the sum be-
tween the period when the cheque 
is drawn and when it is encashed 
upon maturity, then on the cheque, 
the legally enforceable debt on the 
date of maturity would not be the 

sum represented.
3.When a whole or a part of the 

sum represented on the cheque is 
paid by the drawer of the cheque, it 
must be endorsed on the cheque as 
prescribed in Section 56 of the Act. 
Thus, the cheque endorsed with 
the payment made may be used to 
negotiate the balance, if any and if 
the cheque that is endorsed is dis-
honoured when it is sought to be 
encashed upon maturity, then the 
offence under Section 138 of the NI 
Act will stand attracted.

It was noted by the court that the 
accused had made part payments 

after the debt was incurred and be-
fore the cheque was presented for 
encashment. Further, the sum of 
Rupees 20 lakhs represented on the 
cheque was not the legally enforce-
able debt on the date of maturity. 
Subsequently, the accused cannot 
be deemed to have committed of-
fence under Section 138 NI Act.

Further, it was noted by the court 
that the notice of demand was also 
issued for Rupees 20 lakhs.  
Accordingly, the Supreme Court 

dismissed the appeal filed against 
the judgment of the Gujarat High 
Court.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: No Offence Under 
Section 138 NI Act If Cheque Is Presented 
For Full Amount Without Endorsing 
Part Payment Made By Borrower
PRANSHI AGARWAL

The Supreme Court in the case State of West 
Bengal v. Anindya Sundar Das observed and 
stated that a writ of quo warranto can be is-
sued where an appointment has not been 
made in accordance with the law.

The bench comprising of Justice DY Chand-
rachud and the Justice Hima Kohli observed 
and has stated while dismissing the appeals 
filed by the State of West Bengal and Sonali 
Chakravarti Banerjee wherein challenging 
the order of the Calcutta High Court which 
had set aside the decision taken by the State 
to re-appoint Banerjee as Vice-Chancellor 
(VC) of Calcutta University. It had been al-
lowed by the High Court that the writ peti-
tion filed by Anindya Sundar Das, an alum-
nus of Calcutta University and a practicing 
advocate, wherein seeking a writ of quo war-
ranto against the Vice-Chancellor of Calcutta 
University.

It was observed by the Apex Court bench 

that the State of West Bengal usurped the 
powers of the Chancellor (WB Governor) 
while re-appointing Banerjee as the Vice-
Chancellor of the Calcutta University.

However, the bench noted that the High 
Court had observed that a writ of quo war-
ranto can be issued when:

(i) A person holding public office 
lacks the eligibility criteria prescribed for 
such appointments.

(ii) The appointment being made con-
trary to the statutory provisions or rules.

Therefore, the court dealt with the proce-
dural objection regarding the limits of the 
writ of quo warranto.

The court while referring to the various 
judgments including the case Bharati Reddy 
versus. The State of Karnataka (2018) 6 SCC 
162,

The bench observed that though the court 
has settled the position that the writ of quo 
warranto can be issued where an appoint-
ment has not been made in accordance with 
the law.

IN COURT 

SUPREME COURT: WRIT OF QUO 
WARRANTO CAN BE ISSUED WHERE 
AN APPOINTMENT HAS NOT BEEN 
MADE IN ACCORDANCE WITH LAW

PRANSHI AGARWAL
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The Union Minister 
for Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare, 

Narendra Singh Tomar has 
said that the Agriculture 
sector is the backbone of 
our country and our rural 
economy and agriculture 
have such strength that the 
country can easily overcome 
even the adverse situations. 
The Indian Agriculture sec-
tor has shown this during 
the Covid pandemic. The 
Government of India pro-
vided food security to 800 
million people of the coun-
try, as well as helped friend-
ly countries. Today we are in 
the first or second place in 
the world in terms of most 
of the agricultural produce. 
Despite this, there are some 
challenges before the Ag-
riculture sector. There is a 
need to work in this direc-
tion to transform agricul-
ture into advanced farming, 
technology should be used 
in agriculture and its conti-
nuity should be maintained.

Tomar said this in his vir-
tual address to the National 
Conference on Enhancing 
Agricultural Productivity 
on the topic “Integration of 
Improved Seeds and Agri 

Inputs”, organized by the 
Associated Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry of 
India (ASSOCHAM) in New 
Delhi today. Tomar said 
that the stronger and more 
profitable the Agriculture 
sector is, the stronger the 
country will be. There is a 
need to consider the chal-
lenges facing Agriculture 
today. In spite of all the fa-
vourable conditions, the 
area under farming and 
its profit and loss depend a 
lot on the nature. People’s 
curiosity and attachment 
towards agriculture should 
increase, agriculture should 
be attractive for the next 
generation and farmers 
can be retained for farm-
ing, more work needs to be 
done in this direction. Shri 
Tomar said that the govern-
ment is working to reduce 
the gap between farmers 
and the market, providing 
infrastructure in rural ar-
eas and eliminate the role 
of middlemen. He said that 
the number of small farmers 
in the country is more, who 
have small acreage and do 
not have money for invest-
ment; for such farmers, the 
Central Government is set-
ting up 10,000 new FPOs, 
for which a provision of Rs 

6,865 crore has been made 
and small farmers are being 
mobilized. It is the effort of 
the government that farm-
ers should do group farm-

ing, so that the input costs 
can be reduced, production 
quality improves and small 
farmers can shift to remu-
nerative crops and get the 

price for their produce on 
their own terms. FPOs can 
also process products. For 
this, the government has 
extended loans up to Rs. 2 

crore without guarantee.
Tomar said that to reduce 

import dependence in oil-
seeds, the Oil Palm Mis-
sion has been started with 

a provision of Rs.11,000 
crore. 28 lakh hectares of 
land in the country is suit-
able for oil palm cultivation. 
The prospects are high in 

the Northeast. Provision of 
Rupees One lakh crore Agri 
Infra Fund has been made 
for creation of infrastruc-
ture in the villages. Provi-
sion has also been made for 
special packages for Animal 
Husbandry, Fisheries and 
Medicinal Farming. Tomar 
said that the Government 
of India is also working 
on the Digital Agriculture 
Mission, in which farmers, 
banks and other institutions 
will be linked, crop assess-
ment made, data collected 
and crop losses will also 
be assessed with technol-
ogy. Mapping will be done 
in such a way that farmers 
across the country can be 
advised through the State 
Governments as to where 
and which consumption is 
there, accordingly profit can 
be earned by producing as 
much needed. There will be 
no panic and there will be no 
loss. The Government has 
also emphasized on Natural 
Farming, in this direction 
we all need to work ahead. 
ASSOCHAM members 
including Secretary Gen-
eral Deepak Sood, Asghar 
Naqvi and Jai Shroff were 
present in the programme. 
A knowledge paper was re-
leased on the occasion.

Need to transform agriculture to advanced 
farming and maintain continuity : Tomar

AGRICULTURE 

Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister addresses ASSOCHAM’s national conference
TDG NETWORK 

Jyotiraditya Scindia administered Swachha-
ta Shapath to officials and employees of the 
Ministry of Steel before starting the Clean-
liness Drive. Shri Scindia urged the team 
of the Ministry of Steel to contribute whole 
heartedly in the Swachhata Abhiyaan. All 
the Ministries of  Government of India are 
celebrating Special Swachhata Abhiyaan 
2.0 from October, 2nd ,Gandhi Jayanti, till 
the end of the month of October.

The Minister then lead the team of enthusi-
astic officers and employees of the Ministry of 
Steel to the outskirts of Udyog Bhawan and 
took part in cleaning the area.

During,the  cleanliness drive, Shri Scindia 
met with some Swachhata Karmis and ex-
pressed gratitude for their efforts to keep the 
Society and Nation Clean. 

Secretary Ministry of Steel , Sanjay Singh, 
along with other senior officers and em-
ployees of Ministry of Steel has taken part in 
Cleanliness Drive.

SWACHH BHARAT

JYOTIRADITYA SCINDIA 
SPEARHEADS CLEANLINESS DRIVE 
Officials and employees of  the Ministry of 
Steel have conducted a cleanliness drive under 
the aegis of Minster of Steel and Civil Aviation 
Jyotiraditya Scindia in the premises and out 
skirts of Udyog Bhawan in New Delhi ,today.

TDG NETWORK 

Abraham Lin-
coln once said 
that “The Bal-
lot is stronger 
than the Bul-
let”. No doubt 
the ballot is 
the strongest 
weapon in a 
democracy. 

But an ill-informed or misinformed 
voter would lead to catastrophic 
results. To make the voters more in-
formed about the Freebies promised 
by the political polities, the Election 
Commission of India vide letter dat-
ed 04.10.2022 sought suggestions 
from the Political Parties on the 
proposed amendment to the Model 
Code of Conduct. The Election Com-
mission of India intends to make it 
mandatory for political parties to 
inform voters at large about the fi-
nancial ramification of the promises 
made in their respective manifestos. 
The Election Commission of India 
has suggested a proforma for dis-
closure which will include details 
related to the extent of coverage of 
the promise, financial implications, 
availability of financial resources, 
means of raising financial resources 
and the impact of raising funds on 
the state exchequer. The sugges-
tions of the Election Commission of 
India, if implemented, would defi-
nitely reduce the announcement of 
imaginary/ illusionary promises by 
the Political Parties. The leaders of 
the Political Parties would have to 
be careful in making promises to 
the voters and would no longer be 
in a position to announce and in-
duce the voters by their imaginary/ 
illusionary promises.  

In a democratic form of govern-
ment, voters are of utmost impor-
tance. Political Parties cannot be 
permitted to fool around with them 
by making promises which cannot 
be implemented. For purity of the 
elections, voters must be informed 
about the possibility of implementa-
tion of the promises made by a po-
litical party and the means through 
which implementation of the prom-
ises would take place. 
DISSEMINATION OF INFOR-

MATION TO VOTERS
Earlier, the candidates as well as 

Political Parties were not required 
to disseminate information to the 
voters. However, things changed 
after the landmark judgment of the 
Supreme Court in the case of Union 
of India v. Assn. for Democratic Re-
forms (2002) 5 SCC 294 in which it 
was observed that Public education 
is essential for the functioning of 
the process of popular government 
and to assist the discovery of truth 
and strengthening the capacity of 
an individual in participating in 
the decision-making process. The 
decision-making process of a voter 
would include his right to know 
about public functionaries who are 
required to be elected by him. The 
Court further observed that the 
democratic society must be suffi-
ciently informed so that they may 
influence intelligently and take a de-
cision which will affect themselves 
and this will include casting of vote. 
The Court had directed the Election 
Commission of India to ensure that 
a candidate furnishes information 
relating to his criminal antecedents, 
assets, liabilities and educational 
qualification. 

In the case of People’s Union for 
Civil Liberties (PUCL) v. Union of 
India (2003) 4 SCC 399 the Supreme 
Court held that voters have a funda-
mental right to know about the can-
didates contesting the elections.

The proposed amendment in the 
model code of conduct by the Elec-
tion Commission of India would en-
sure that voters make an informed 
decision and are not swayed by the 

false promises made by the Political 
Parties and their leaders. The possi-
bility of fulfillment of the promises 
made might become a key factor in 
the mind of the voters at the time of 
exercise of their electorate. 
UNDUE INFLUENCE

As per the Indian Contract Act, the 
term “Undue Influence” means a sit-
uation where one of the parties is in 
a position to dominate or influence 
the will of the other and the party 
uses that position to obtain an unfair 
advantage over the other. 

The definition as mentioned in 
the Indian Contract Act could not 
have ensured free and fair elec-
tions and therefore the parliament 
has defined term “Undue Influence” 
under the head of Corrupt Practice 
in the Representation of the People 
Act, 1951 as any direct or indirect in-
terference with the free exercise of 
the electoral right by the candidate 
or his election agent or any third 
person with the consent of the can-
didate or his election agent. 

In a case where the candidate had 
suppressed his criminal anteced-
ents, the Supreme Court in the case 
of Krishnamoorthy v. Sivakumar 
(2015) 3 SCC 467 held that the same 
amounted to corrupt practice by 
way of undue influence, as the ex-
ercise of the vote by the voter in ab-
sence of requisite information can-
not be said to be an informed choice. 
The Court further held that when 
something within special knowl-
edge is not disclosed then the same 
tantamounts to fraud. 

Applying the principle of Krish-
namoorthy’s case, the Supreme 

Court in the case of Lok Prahari v/s 
Union of India (2018) 4 SCC 699 
held that non-disclosure of assets 
and sources of income by the candi-
date would constitute to be a corrupt 
practice of undue influence. 

The proposed amendment in the 
Model Code of Conduct suggested 
by the Election Commission of In-
dia would further help the voters in 
making informed choices. If the pro-
posed amendments are notified and 
implemented, then it will become 
mandatory for the Political Parties 
to disclose the relevant information 
in their election manifesto. Non-
disclosure of the information would 
amount to a corrupt practice by way 
of undue influence.
CONCLUSION 

The disclosure with respect to 
the scope and applicability of Free-
bies, the sources through which the 
funds are for distribution of such 
freebies are to be arranged and the 
effect of such distribution on the 
state exchequer would not only 
help in achieving purity of elections 
but also allow the voters to create 
an informed decision. The decision 
of the voter is pivotal for democracy, 
there should never be tyranny in the 
mind of the voter which puts fetter 
and scuttles over the free exercise of 
an electorate. If proper information 
is not disclosed,   the voter would 
be exercising his right based on a 
misinformed mind. If the proposed 
amendment is notified and imple-
mented, then non-disclosure of the 
information is likely to be construed 
as a corrupt practice of undue influ-
ence. 

ELECTIONS 

Disclosure of Freebies by Political 
Parties viz-a-viz Undue Influence
MUDIT MAHESHWARI
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top of the day

Russia detains  
8 suspects  
oveR cRimea  
bRidge attack
MOSCOW: Russia’s 
Federal Security Services 
detained eight people on 
Wednesday in connection 
with the explosion that 
damaged the Crimea 
Bridge last week. The 
FSB claimed that the 
attack was organised by 
the Ukrainian Defense 
Ministry’s main intel-
ligence department, CNN 
reported, citing Russia’s 
state-run news agency 
RIA Novosti. A truck ex-
ploded on the road bridge 
on Saturday, causing 
seven fuel tanks of a train 
heading to the Crimean 
Peninsula to catch fire. 
Three people were killed 
in the blast, which also 
led to the partial collapse 
of two spans of the road 
bridge.

quake jolts 
aFgHanistan’s 
mazaR-e-sHaRiF
KABUl: An earth-
quake of magnitude 4.9 
jolted Mazar-e-Sharif in 
Northern Afghanistan on 
Tuesday, according to the 
United States Geologi-
cal Survey (USGS). The 
tremors were also felt in 
Termez city in Uzbekistan 
and Aybak city, the provin-
cial capital of Samangan 
province in northern 
Afghanistan. The depth of 
the quake was regis-
tered at 66 kilometers, 
according to USGS. The 
earthquake in Balkh prov-
ince was felt right after 
another quake jolted the 
Badakhshan province of 
northeastern Afghanistan 
on Tuesday morning and 
the depth was recorded at 
112-kilometer.

Hindu giRl  
abducted in 
pakistan’s sindH
SINDh: A 15-year-old 
hindu girl Chanda Ma-
haraj has been abducted 
from hyderabad in Sindh 
on Tuesday. According 
to her parents, she was 
kidnapped from the Fateh 
Chowk area of hyderabad 
when she was on her 
way back home, reported 
the Facebook page of 
Voice of Sindh. her father 
Ammar and her sisters 
said that she was forcibly 
abducted by people rid-
ing in a white car while 
coming home from the 
mill area of Fateh Chowk. 
The accused is Shaman 
Magsi, who always used 
to harass her on the way, 
reported Voice of Sindh. A 
complaint was filed with 
the police, but no recov-
ery has been made yet.

ex-policeman 
sHot dead  
in quetta 
QUeTTA: A former police 
officer was killed by 
unidentified gunmen on 
Tuesday in the provincial 
capital of Quetta. Accord-
ing to the local police 
officials the incident took 
place on Sunday in The 
eastern Bypass area of 
Balochistan’s capital, 
Dawn reported. The 
victim was identified as 
Abdul Samad Achakzai 
who was a police com-
mander in the previous 
Ashraf Ghani government 
in Kabul. The attackers 
rode a motorcycle and 
opened fire on Abdul Sa-
mad Achakzai who was 
riding a motorbike along 
with his brother.

‘move not justiFied’

‘US decision to sell F-16 to 
Pakistan is a foolish idea’
TDG NETWORK
WAShINGTON

United States President Joe 
Biden’s decision to sell USD 
450 million worth of F-16 
fleet to Pakistan remains a 
foolish idea, says a media 
report.

Michael Rubin, writing in 
Washington Examiner, a 
US-based website, said that 
although Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, two weeks 
ago, insisted that the sale 
would help Pakistan fight 
against terrorist groups, but 
there are problems with his 
justification. Earlier, in Sep-
tember, US State Depart-
ment approved a Foreign 
Military Sale (FMS) to the 
Government of Pakistan for 
the sustainability of the Paki-
stan Air Force F-16 fleet and 
equipment at the cost of USD 
450 million.

According to the author, 
Pakistan is more likely to use 
its air force against its own 
population in Balochistan, 
where the government’s mis-
management has resulted in a 
low-grade insurgency. Biden’s 
decision of providing the 
weaponry which Pakistan 
would use it to target its own 
citizens is morally obtuse and 
risks blowback. The second 
problem with Blinken’s justi-
fication was that while Paki-
stan’s military has suffered 

thousands of casualties in its 
own war on terror, Pakistan’s 
Inter-Services Intelligence 
agency continues to finance, 
equip, and encourage ter-
rorist groups, Washington 
Examiner reported.

The author writes that un-
til Islamabad takes the deci-
sion to stop the ISI leaders for 
treason for the damage they 
have done by fanning extrem-
ist flames domestically, the 
US should ignore Pakistan’s 
victim narrative. 

Moreover, the US ignored 
a bigger problem and that is 
Pakistan may exercise with 
China’s air force with the 
F-16, which would allow a 
new generation of Chinese 
pilots to practice against US 

aircraft and adjust their tac-
tics for the new upgrades. 
This practice will affect US 
national security, according 
to Washington Examiner.

Notably, Pakistan and Chi-
na have repeatedly held joint 
air force war games. Some 
of these include the JF-17 
Thunder, a warplane jointly 
manufactured by China and 
Pakistan, and Chinese-made 
Chengdu F-7 interceptors.

In the December 2020 war 
games, Pakistan did not fly 
any of its 75 F-16s so as not 
to antagonize the Trump 
administration. Not only do 
Pakistani leaders not fear 
Biden’s wrath but also, even 
at the best of times, Pakistani 
promises are fleeting. 

In a meeting with Rus-
sian President Vladimir 
Putin, IAEA chief Ra-

fael Grossi raised concerns 
over the safety and security 
of the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 
Power Plant. The meeting on 
Tuesday between the IAEA 
Director-General and Putin 
in St. Petersburg, Russia, 
comes days after military 
attacks occurred in Zapor-

izhzhia and its vicinity. 
Noting that the issues of the 
day are very important and 
indispensable, Grossi said, 
“We do have issues that have 
to do with nuclear safety and 
nuclear security, particularly 
at the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 
Power Plant. And as you 
know, I have been display-
ing efforts to try to avoid a 
nuclear accident that could 
be very detrimental in gen-
eral terms and in particular 
in the region. “ 

“As you say, the issues re-
lated to the peaceful uses 
of nuclear energy go down 
in history, and, of course, 
Russia has always been the 
main actor in all these ef-
forts, technologically speak-
ing and otherwise, and for 
the IAEA, of course, one of 
the main interlocutors in 
the many areas of work that 
the Agency has,” a Kremlin 
press release quoted Grossi. 

With the energy issues and 
global warming, so many 

things are linked to nuclear 
energy and what the role of 
nuclear energy can be in the 
present and in the future as 
well. 

Putin assured the Agency’s 
activities that Russia has al-
ways supported them all the 
way. “We attach great impor-
tance to the agency’s mission 
to which you, as its head, de-
vote your life, years of your 
life.”We have always favored 
equal access of all states to 
the blessings of peaceful 

nuclear energy,” said the 
Kremlin, quoting Putin. 

He said there is a presence 
of “elements of excessive and 
dangerous politicisation of 
anything related to nuclear 
activity” and hoped that 
the IAEA would be able to 
“reduce the rhetoric on this 
matter and return to normal 
conditions in this area of our 
activity and cooperation, re-
gardless of the turbulent and 
complex processes on the 
world stage.”

Russian attacks

in talks witH putin, iaea cHieF Flags 
zapoRizHzHia n-plant saFety issue
TDG NETWORK
MOSCOW

The Covid situation has played an important role in affecting 
the Laos economy.

After cut in oil production 
quotas by the Organization 
of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) and its 
allies, the White House said 
that US President Joe Biden 
will now work with Con-
gress to ‘re-evaluate’ rela-
tionship with Saudi Arabia. 
US National Security Coun-
cil coordinator for strategic 
communications John Kirby 
said Biden is “willing to work 
with Congress as we think 
about what the right rela-
tionship with Saudi Arabia 
needs to be going forward.” 
“I think the President’s been 
very clear that this is a rela-
tionship that we need to con-
tinue to reevaluate, that we 
need to be willing to revisit. 
And certainly, in light of the 
OPEC decision, I think that’s 
where he is, and he’s willing 
to work with Congress to 
think through what that re-
lationship ought to look like 

going forward,” he said.
Biden during his visit to 

Saudi Arabia in July had 
expressed optimism that 
Saudi Arabia would take 
steps to boost the global oil 
supply in the coming weeks, 
which had been viewed as a 
major goal of the trip given 
high domestic gas prices 
globally due to the ongoing 
conflict between Russia and 
Ukraine.

However, OPEC’s decision 
has now made the White 
House rethink its relation-
ship with Saudi Arabia. 
OPEC’s decision can be 
viewed in another light as 
well mid-term elections 
in US. Oil production cuts 
come on the heels of mid-
term elections and inflation 
will be the one thing on top 
of voters’ minds.

Earlier this year, Biden an-
nounced a major release of 
barrels from the Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve in an ef-
fort to alleviate pump prices.

‘willing to Revisit’

biden to ‘Reevaluate’ 
ties witH saudi 
aRabia aFteR opec 
cuts oil pRoduction

TDG NETWORK
WAShINGTON

junta-contRolled couRt

suu kyi sentenced to 
tHRee yeaRs in jail 
FoR ‘coRRuption’
TDG NETWORK
NAyPyIDAW

Myanmar’s ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi on Wednesday 
was sentenced to three years in jail for corruption, bring-
ing her total prison time to 26 years. The Mandalay Region 
High Court handed down the sentence at a junta-controlled 
closed court in the Naypyitaw Detention Centre. The alle-
gations were made by the businessman Maung Weik, who 
in video testimony recorded by the junta in March 2021 
accused the State Counsellor of accepting more than USD 
550,000 in bribes on the four occasions they met between 
2018 and 2020.

Businessman Weik said in a statement that was no one 
when he gave the money to Suu Kyi. However, at a hearing 
on May 31, he testified that he gave the funds in question to 
an official from the Daw Khin Kyi Foundation, a charity run 
by Suu Kyi and named after her late mother, according to 
Myanmar Now citing a source in Naypyitaw who is familiar 
with the court proceedings.

Notably, prior to Wednesday’s ruling, the court had sen-
tenced a total of 23 years in imprisonment for 12 other con-

victions, and after the recent verdict, the total prison time 
went to 26 years. According to Myanmar Now, business-
man Weik is known to have formed close relationships with 
members of the military’s inner circle and to have operated 
a range of business enterprises through his connections to 
Myanmar’s generals.

It is pertinent to mention that Maung Weik’s wife is also 
the niece of Myint Swe, the former military-appointed Vice 
President who the junta named as acting President follow-
ing the February 2021 coup that ousted Suu Kyi’s elected 
National League for Democracy (NLD) government, report-
ed Myanmar Now.

Earlier, on September 29, a special Myanmar military 
court sentenced the country’s deposed leader and members 
of her economic team to three years in jail. San Suu Kyi’s 
team included Australian economist Sean Turnell who was 
imprisoned for violating the Official Secrets Act.

bRink oF loan deFault

Laos economic 
crisis intensifies 
amid Chinese debt
TDG NETWORK
VIeNTIANe

The escalating debt crisis in Laos is pushing the country to-
ward a meltdown and even experts believed that Vientiane 
is on the brink of loan default.

Laos’ low foreign exchange reserves make experts worried 
that the southeast Asian nation might be embarrassingly 
close to a loan default, Financial Post reported. Anushka 
Shah, vice president, and senior credit officer at Moody’s 
Investors Service said, “It (Laos) is on the brink of default,”.

Laos owes about half of its foreign debt to China, which 
opened the gate for infrastructural projects. China lent the 
money for the projects such as hydropower plants, publicly 
guaranteed debt and railway lines. Mostly, the loans for infra-
structural projects came from the China Development Bank 
(CDB) and the Export-Import (Exim) Bank of China.

Even before the onslaught of covid-19, the World Bank and 
IMF through the Low-Income Country Debt Sustainability 
Framework had identified Laos as potentially suffering from 
a high risk of debt distress. The accumulation of sovereign 
debt in itself is not necessarily a problem, but Laos’ position as 
a small, emerging economy placed the country at heightened 
risk of distress. Funding for resource projects had produced 
a mismatch between the longer-term mobilization of state 
revenue and the short-term maturity of debt obligations.

The covid situation also played an important role in affect-
ing the Laos economy. Due to the covid situation, the country 
saw a massive decline in tourism revenue, a breakdown of 
supply chains, and a loss of up to USD 100 million in remit-
tances from workers forced to return from Thailand, which 
added to the financial cost of the pandemic.

In discussions over Laos’ debt distress, attention often fo-
cuses on the Laos-China Railway project, financed through 
China’s Exim Bank under the umbrella of the Belt and Roads 
Initiative.

amid economic woes

pak govt allots Funds to clamp 
down on imRan’s long maRcH

While Pakistan is facing 
the brunt of devastating 
floods amid nose-diving 
economy, the Shehbaz 
Sharif-led government on 
Monday allocated Rs 410 
million to deal with Imran 
Khan’s long march. 
The Economic Coordina-
tion Committee (ECC) ap-
proved an initial budget of 
over Rs 410 million to deal 
with the participants of the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) long march with an 
iron hand. The ECC ap-
proved a supplementary 
grant of Rs 410.2 million in 
favour of the Ministry of In-
terior for expenses relating 
to law and order”, accord-
ing to the Finance Ministry.

The Rs 410.2 million 
was the estimated cost of 
preparations to deal with 
the protestors, includ-
ing the deployment of a 
30,000-strong force, their 
meal, transportation, anti-
riot gear and surveillance 
of the protestors. 

The ECC was informed 
that in order to maintain 
the law and order situation 
and ensure adequate secu-
rity measures, 30,000 out-
district law-enforcement 

agency personnel had been 
requisitioned to perform 
special security duties in Is-
lamabad Capital Territory.

The ECC approved Rs 259 
million for hiring vehicles 
and containers, Rs 35 mil-
lion for food, Rs 31.2 million 
for fuel costs and Rs 18 mil-
lion for anti-riot gear. 

Rs 2.5 million has been 
sanctioned for arranging 
the residence of this per-
sonnel for five days and 
another Rs 64.4 million for 
the purchase and instal-
lation of security cameras 
and other related equip-
ment.

The PTI has announced a 
protest in the form of a long 
march from different cities 

towards Islamabad Capital 
Territory. The PTI Chair-
man Imran Khan has not 
yet given a final date for the 
long march but has ordered 
his party workers to make 
preparations for mobilisa-
tion.

Lamenting the apathy of 
the Pakistani government 
and opposition towards 
flood devastations in the 
country, the Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan 
(HRCP) expressed grave 
concern at the loss of life 
and livelihoods wrought by 
floods across the country.

HRCP expresses grave 
concern at the loss of life 
and livelihoods wrought by 
floods across the country, 
especially in Balochistan, 
Sindh and southern Pun-
jab.

The indifference of the 
federal and provincial gov-
ernments and the political 
opposition is evident from 
their inability even amid a 
growing death toll to pri-
oritise human life over con-
frontational politics, palace 
intrigue and dangerous 
rhetoric, said Hina Jilani, 
Chairperson of HRCP. She 
urged the Pakistan Gov-
ernment and opposition to 
focus on flood impact and 
climate justice.

TDG NETWORK
ISlAMABAD

ResouRces exploited

aRe cHinese investment 
pRomises to aFgHanistan 
meant to be bRoken?
TDG NETWORK
BeIjING

 

Taliban officials and Afghan-
istan’s business community 
are now irked over fake Chi-
nese promises to invest in 
Afghanistan as no ground-
work has picked pace and 
the country is been exploited 
of its natural resources, me-
dia reports said.

Much to the Taliban’s dis-
may, China’s main appre-
hension is Afghanistan’s 
potential to become a haven 
for extremist groups with 
ties to East Turkistan Is-
lamic Movement (ETIM), re-
ported media outlet Afghan 
Diaspora. Xinjiang is widely 
known for China’s persecu-
tion of the Uyghur minority. 

China now fears that Af-
ghanistan will be influenced 
by the ETIM movement in 
Xinjiang. The geographical 
location of Xinjiang is such 
that the extremist groups in 
Afghanistan with the help 
of the 90 km long Wakhan 
corridor between Pakistan 
and Tajikistan, can reach 
Xinjiang. There are histori-
cal linkages between East 
Turkistan Islamic Move-
ment (ETIM) and the Tali-
ban is also a matter of con-
cern for Beijing.

A s  p e r  C h i n a  E a s t 
Turkistan Islamic Move-
ment seeks to liberate Xin-
jiang Province and the Uy-
ghur people from Chinese 
government control and 
impose an Islamic ideology.

Biden during his visit to Saudi Arabia in July had expressed 
optimism that Saudi Arabia would take steps to boost the global 
oil supply in coming weeks.

Imran Khan

Earlier, in September, US State Department approved a 
Foreign Military Sale to the Government of Pakistan for the 
sustainability of the Pakistan Air Force F-16 fleet.

Myanmar’s ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi.
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Public anger

ShoPkeePerS down ShutterS in gilgit 
baltiStan to ProteSt Pak’S new tax law
TDG NeTwork
GILGIT BALISTAN

Shopkeepers already strug-
gling with prolonged elec-
tricity shortage across the il-
legally occupied territory of 
Gilgit Baltistan, observed a 
shutter-down strike against 
the imposition of unjust tax-
es on them by the Pakistani 
government.

Public anger has been ris-
ing in various parts of Gil-
git-Baltistan against a new 
taxation law passed by the 
legislative assembly that will 
affect the common people. 
The protesters said that the 
“Gilgit-Baltistan Revenue 
Authority Bill 2022” has 
imposed new taxes on 135 
items, the Dawn newspaper 
reported.

A local criticised the re-
gion’s lawmakers for pass-
ing the bill and claimed that 
“they had passed the bill for 

their own salaries and privi-
leges.” Another said that 
the vegetable sellers will be 
economically burdened with 
this new tax and added that 
the people of the region are 
not guaranteed any constitu-
tional status.

The people of the area have 
also accused the government 
of Pakistan time and again 
of trying to impose taxes on 
them under different pre-
texts.

The bill was passed by the 

assembly for the first time in 
August this year; however, 
it was rejected by GB Gov-
ernor Syed Mehdi Shah in 
September. The Dawn report 
said that Mehdi Shah had 
refused to sign the bill and 
returned it to the assembly 
for review.

According to the Pakistan 
daily, the bill was again 
tabled in the assembly and 
was recently passed for the 
second time, effectively turn-
ing it into law.

Shops in a number of dis-
tricts remained closed while 
the traffic on roads was also 
minimal after the call of GB 
trader’s body and hotel as-
sociation. In the Nasirabad 
area of Hunza, where locals 
took out a rally on Kara-
koram Highway, the dem-
onstrators held placards and 
chanted slogans against the 
new taxes.

The protest was against 
the imposition of new taxes 
on the people of GB, said 
Masoodur Rehman, central 
traders’ body President of 
Gilgit-Baltistan.

“The imposition of taxes on 
135 items will affect the poor 
people,” Rehman said.

While pointing to the taxes 
imposed on over 100 items, 
the trade body chief said 
people were already suffer-
ing losses due to prolonged 
electricity shortage in the 
region.

Shopkeepers observe a shutter-down strike as a mark of protest.

amid war eScalation

Musk denies talking to Putin before 
tweeting Ukraine peace proposal

Tesla CEO Elon Musk 
has denied reports 
that he spoke to Rus-

sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin before doling out a peace 
proposal on Twitter to end 
the ongoing war in Ukraine.

“No, it is not. I have spo-
ken to Putin only once and 
that was about 18 months 
ago. The subject matter was 
space,” Musk tweeted. 

A VICE News report ear-
lier said the world’s richest 
man directly spoke with 
Putin before tweeting his 
Ukraine peace proposal on 
the microblogging website.

Musk last week drew 
backlash from Ukrainian 
officials, including Ukraine 
President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy for his tweets ad-
vising how to bring about 
“peace” amid the war be-

tween Moscow and Kyiv.
Musk through his official 

Twitter handle tried out a 
Twitter poll to end the Rus-
sian actions in Ukraine. 
Tesla CEO floated a number 
of ideas to solve the conflict, 
asking his followers to vote 
“yes” or “no” on his propos-
als, which included formal-
ly allowing Russia to annex 

Crimea. 
“In a mailout sent to Eur-

asia Group subscribers, 
Ian Bremmer wrote that 
Tesla CEO Musk told him 
that Putin was ‘prepared 
to negotiate,’ but only if 
Crimea remained Russian 
if Ukraine accepted a form 
of permanent neutral-
ity, and Ukraine recognised 

Russia’s annexation of Lu-
hansk, Donetsk, Kherson 
and Zaporizhzhia,” the Vice 
report said.

As per Bremmer, Musk 
said Putin told him these 
goals would be accom-
plished at any cost and 
even at the potential risk of 
a nuclear strike if Ukraine 
invaded Crimea. 

He wrote that Tesla CEO 
told him that “everything 
needed to be done to avoid 
that outcome.”

Earlier, irked over the 
billionaire’s comments, 
Ukraine’s former Ambassa-
dor to Germany Andrij Mel-
nyk had lashed out at Musk. 
“F*** off is my very diplo-
matic reply to you,” Melnyk 
said in a Tweet. “The only 
outcome that now no Ukrai-
nian will EVER buy your 
f***ing tesla crap. So good 
luck to you,” he said in an-
other tweet.

TDG NeTwork
WASHINGTON

Tesla Ceo elon Musk.

violence & violationS

u.S. imPoSeS viSa reStrictionS on taliban 
memberS over rePreSSion of women, girlS

The United States has im-
posed visa restrictions on 
members of the Taliban and 
other individuals respon-
sible for the repression of 
women and girls in Afghan-
istan through policies and 
violence, Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken said.

Blinken in a statement on 
Tuesday said that the visa 
restriction policy restricts 

“the issuance of visas for 
current or former Taliban 
members, members of non-
state security groups, and 
other individuals believed 
to be responsible for, or com-
plicit in, repressing women 
and girls in Afghanistan 
through restrictive policies 
and violence.” Immediate 
family members of such 
persons may also be subject 
to these restrictions, it added.

These repressive policies 
include discontinuing and 

restricting access to second-
ary or higher education for 
girls and women, preventing 
women’s full participation in 
the workforce and their abil-
ity to choose their careers, re-
stricting women’s movement, 
expression, or privacy as 
well as engaging in violence 
and harassment. As per the 
statement, unjust arrest and 
detention of women, girls, or 
family for noncompliance 
with discriminatory policies 
will also invite sanctions.

TDG NeTwork
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rightS violation

UN rights body abandons Uyghurs, 
votes not to discuss China’s abuse
The United Nations Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) 
rejected the bid by the US 
and European countries to 
debate rights abuses against 
Muslim Uyghurs and other 
ethnic minorities in China.

Last week, the UN’s top 
human rights body voted 
down a proposal from west-
ern countries including the 

US and Britain to hold a de-
bate on alleged rights abuses 
against Muslim Uyghurs 
and other ethnic minorities 
in China’s western Xinjiang 
region, Wall Street Journal 
reported.

The motion to debate was 
based on a report issued 
in August by the UN High 
Commission, which stated 
that the violations occurred 
in the context of the Chi-
nese government’s claim 

that it is using so-called 
Vocational Educational and 
Training Centers (VETCs), 
also known as re-education 
camps, as part of a counter-
extremism strategy to target 
terrorists among the Uyghur 
minority.

Pakistan, Nepal, Indone-
sia, Qatar, the United Arab 
Emirates Cuba and Ven-
ezuela were among a total 
of 19 countries that voted 
against the motion to dis-

cuss the report. Apparently, 
these countries don’t want 
to offend China or are on the 
hook as part of Beijing’s Belt 
and Road Initiative, the WSJ 
said. 

The WSJ editorial board 
pointed out that four coun-
tries in the list that ignored 
the documented persecu-
tion of a Chinese Muslim 
minority group are majority 
Muslim nations. Indonesia 
is the world’s largest Muslim 

country, and Pakistan’s state 
religion is Islam.

Earlier the UN High Com-
mission released a report 
which said that the viola-
tions have taken place in the 
context of the Chinese Gov-
ernment’s assertion that it is 
targeting terrorists among 
the Uyghur minority with 
a counter-extremism strat-
egy that involves the use of a 
so-called Vocational Educa-
tional and Training Centres.

TDG NeTwork
BEIJING

7 PM to 11:30 PM

INDULGE YOURSELF IN A GASTRONOMIC 

EXPERIENCE OF ITALIAN DELICACIES CRAFTED 

BY CHEF HARDEEP

7th Oct till 30th Oct

(Every Friday to Sunday)

INR 1800 ONWARDS

For reservations and queries:

8284000274 | 8284000232

*Special Discount for
Hyatt Dining Club Members

Co- Powered By

Associate Sponsor

A BRAND NEW 
VERTICAL
OF WOMEN. FOR WOMEN. BY WOMEN.

7:30 pm Saturday
12:30 pm & 10:00 pm Sunday

Follow us on: https://twitter.com/WeWomenWant1

https://www.instagram.com/wewomenwant1/

https://www.facebook.com/Newsxonline
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Ahead of 
Diwali, 

a boy 
drying the 

earthen 
lamps 

(diyas) at 
Balurghat, 
in Dakshin 

Dinajpur 
in West 

Bengal .

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 

#KARWACHAUTH 

KARWA CHAUTH IS HERE AND SO 
ARE THE MEMES
Karwa Chauth 
festivities and rituals 
hold a very special 
place in people’s 
hearts especially 
women. Women 
fast from sunrise till 
moonrise and pray 
for good health of 
their spouses. On 
the eve of Karwa 
Chauth, netizens took to Twitter to share their excite-
ment. Some even expressed themselves via memes. 
One of the users said, “How many of you (hubbies) keep 
a fast along with your spouse for Karwa Chauth? Been 
keeping it for the past 29 years. Trust me, it’s not so dif-
ficult, more of a mindset. After all it’s about each other’s 
longevity, good health & happiness. What use is if only 
one partner is alive.”
Meanwhile, another commented, “Tell me, who was 
first Pseudo feminist who started a Karwa Chauth fast 
for men too. What is the concept bro?”

The essence of 
India is defined 
by the concept 
of ‘unity in 
diversity’ which 
acknowledges cultural and linguistic 
diversity. Acknowledging this, it is 
brotherhood, tolerance and mutual respect 
between different peoples 
that sustains our country.

— PINARAYI VIJAYAN

BRAIN-PICKING 

Kerala Chief Minister writes to Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Hindi imposition.

MORALITY 

CHILDREN TELLING TRUTHS 
JUDGED HARSHLY BY ADULTS

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON                                      

Children who say blunt truths like “I don’t want this present-
it’s ugly!” are judged more harshly by adults than those who 
bend the truth to be polite or protect others, according to a 
new research.

The findings of the study were published in the peer-re-
viewed Journal of Moral Education, and it demonstrates the 
mixed messages that adults are giving children about lying 
versus telling the truth in different contexts.

“This research tends to show there exists a complicated re-
lationship with the truth that children must navigate to learn 
what is socially acceptable,” explains lead author Dr Laure 
Brimbal from the School of Criminal Justice & Criminology, 
at Texas State University.

“Most parents will have been embarrassed or upset by 
their children’s brutal honesty at some point. Learning to 
tell lies is a normal part of children’s social development. “

She adds, “Children are taught that lying is wrong; never-
theless, they develop the ability to tell lies from an early age. 
To date, we know little about the mechanisms and processes 
that underlie the development and shaping of the critical 
social skill of prosocial lying, despite conflicting messages 
from adults about the acceptability of lying as opposed to 
truth-telling.

What the results reveal is that children are learning about 
honesty in a complicated environment. It appears to be an 
important social skill to lie to fit in with others’ expectations.

TDG NETWORK 
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OUTRAGE 

Superstar Aamir Khan 
has once again found 
himself at the receiv-

ing end of social media trolls. 
This time, he is receiving flak 
online for allegedly hurting 
religious sentiments through 
his latest commercial featur-
ing actress Kiara Advani.

The commercial is for AU 
Small Finance Bank. It shows 
Aamir and Kiara as newly-
weds trying to change tradi-
tions as the groom, Aamir, 
movies to the bride, Kiara’s 
house after their wedding 
to take care of her ailing fa-
ther. Based on the theme of 
changing traditions, Aamir 
and Kiara question banking 
traditions with their adver-
tisement. However, the par-
ticular advertisement did not 
go down well with a section 
of social media users. Film-
maker Vivek Agnihotri, too, 
slammed the ad.

Taking to Twitter, he 
wrote, “I just fail to under-
stand since when banks 
have become responsible 
for changing social and re-
ligious traditions? I think@
aubankindia should do ac-
tivism by changing the cor-
rupt banking system. Aisi 
bakwaas karte hain fir kehte 
hain. Hindus are trolling. 
Idiots(they do nonsense like 

this and then say Hindus are 
trolling).”

Many even claimed on 
Twitter that they were closing 
their accounts at the bank in 
protest.

During the release of 
Aamir’s ‘Laal Singh Chaddha’ 
in August, some Twitter us-
ers went through the archives 
and dug up his controversial 
“India’s growing intolerance” 
statement and circulated it on 
the micro-blogging site.

Speaking about the con-
troversial statement in ques-
tion, in 2015, Aamir said in 
an interview, “Our country 
is very tolerant, but there are 
people who spread ill-will”. 

His wife, Kiran Rao, also 
made headlines for saying 
that she considered leaving 
the country for the safety of 
their children.

Reacting to the particular 
interview, Twitter users put 
up posts using hashtags such 
as #BoycottLaalSinghChad-
dha and #Boycottaamirkhan. 
The trolls also dug up when 
Aamir met Turkey’s First 
Lady Emine Erdogan while 
he was shooting for Laal 
Singh Chaddha there. Ne-
tizens were unhappy with 
the meeting as happened 
in the backdrop of Turkey’s 
increasing anti-India and 
pro-Pakistan stand. Aamir 

requested people to watch 
his film after he received flak.

“That Boycott Bolly-
wood... Boycott Aamir 
Khan... Boycott Laal Singh 
Chaddha... I feel sad also 
because a lot of people who 
are saying this in their hearts 
believe I am someone who 
doesn’t like India... In their 
hearts, they believe that... 
And that’s quite untrue. I re-
ally love the country... That’s 
how I am. It is rather unfor-
tunate that some people feel 
that way. I want to assure 
everyone that it’s not the 
case so please don’t boycott 
my films, please watch my 
films,” Aamir had said. 

A failed attempt at 
changing tradition

Kiara Advani and Aamir Khan.

ELON MUSK BECOMES PERFUME SALESMAN   
ANTICS

Elon Musk has launched his own per-
fume line, and guess what? The fra-
grance product is called “Burnt Hair”.
Musk took to Twitter to announce the 
launch of his perfume line. He wrote, 
“With a name like mine, getting into the 
fragrance business was inevitable. Why 
did I even fight it for so long!?”
Within some time, he announced that 
he had already sold around ten thou-
sand bottles. Musk wrote, “10,000 
bottles of Burnt Hair sold!” Musk even 
changed his Twitter bio to “Perfume 
Salesman.”

According to the website of the per-
fume, the perfume bottle is priced at 
INR 8,400 (USD 100).

As for what it smells like, the website 
reads that the perfume has “The Es-
sence of Repugnant Desire.”

“Just like leaning over a candle at the 
dinner table, but without all the hard 
work. Stand out in a crowd. Get noticed 
as you walk through the airport,” it 
reads further. 

According to Musk, you can buy 
this perfume using cryptocurrency too. 
“And you can pay with Doge!” he tweet-
ed. He also says that the perfume is “an 
omnigender product.”

Speaking of Elon’s Twitter deal, the 
trial is on pause. Last week, a Delaware 
court delayed Elon Musk’s Twitter trial 
to allow the Tesla CEO more time to 
complete his USD 44 billion purchase 

of the social media platform, Variety 
reported.

“If the transaction does not close by 
5 p.m. on October 28, 2022, the parties 
are instructed to contact me by email 
that evening to obtain November 2022 
trial dates,” the judge, Delaware Chan-
cery Court chancellor Kathaleen St. 
Judge McCormick, said in the order.

In the last few days, Musk, after try-
ing for three months to exit his deal to 
buy Twitter, has grown frustrated that 
Twitter wasn’t calling off its lawsuit. In 
a filing Thursday with the Delaware 
Court of Chancery, lawyers repre-
senting Musk requested that the trial, 
slated to commence 17 October, be sus-
pended while he works out a deal to 
finalize the required debt financing to 
swing the acquisition.  Musk expects 

that to happen by 28 October, per the 
court filing.

Twitter had opposed halting the tri-
al, writing in a court filing that doing so 
was “an invitation to further mischief 
and delay.”

   Musk on Monday informed Twit-
ter that he would proceed with his 
original USD 54.20 per share offer for 
the company, valued at USD 44 billion, 
after he previously claimed on three 
occasions that he was justified in walk-
ing away from the agreement because 
(he had alleged) Twitter violated the 
merger terms.

Attorneys for Twitter have argued 
that Musk simply didn’t want to pay 
what he had originally promised be-
cause his net worth declined with a 
drop in Tesla’s stock price. 

Elon Musk Burnt Hair perfume.
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PRAYERS POUR IN FOR 
INDIAN ARMY’S FOUR-LEGGED 
COMPANION ‘ZOOM’

We have often heard of 
stories of the unwavering 
commitment between hu-
mans and their four-legged 
companions. However, how 
often do we come across 
bravehearts who risk their 
lives to serve the nation? 
Meet Zoom, who took down 
two terrorists in a combat 
operation in Kokernag in 
J&K’s Anantnag on Mon-
day, and is now fighting 
for his life after sustaining 
grave injuries. Zoom is in 
a critical condition for the 
next 24-48 hours and is un-
der the close observation of 
a medical team.

“Army dog Zoom is stable 
after surgery was performed 
on him. His fractured rear 
leg was plastered and splin-
ter injuries on his face were 
treated. “The next 24–48 
hours are critical and he is 
under the close observa-
tion of the medical team at 
Army Veterinary Hospital 
in Srinagar,” Indian Army 
officials said.  In a combat 
operation in Kokernag, 

Anantnag, the army’s dog 
‘Zoom’ attacked terrorists 
and sustained grave injuries 
after receiving two gun-
shot wounds.In spite of the 
injuries, he continued his 
task, which resulted in the 
neutralisation of two ter-
rorists. The canine is under 
treatment in Srinagar, “the 
official said, adding that the 
next 24-48 hours are critical 
for him. The assault dog was 
a part of Operation Tangpa-
was’s combat team.

The Indian Army Chi-
nar Corps took to Twitter 
to wish Zoom a speedy re-
covery. “Army assault dog 
‘Zoom’ was critically injured 
during the operation while 
confronting the terrorists. 
He is under treatment at the 
Army Vet Hosp in Srinagar. 
“We wish him a speedy re-
covery,” they tweeted.

Zoom 
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FIVE UNUSUAL JOB TITLES USED 
IN THE CORPORATE WORLD
Strange job titles are becoming more and more 
popular as businesses, workers, and recruitment 
agencies strive to differentiate their personal identities 
and job advertisements in the digital marketplace. The 
job market has experienced some strangeness in the 
2010s. Companies have been attempting to appeal to 
a millennial-dominated workforce that they are finding 
increasingly difficult to understand, and many startup 
founders and executives have been attempting to 
distinguish themselves from the competition. Here are 
the five most unusual job titles in the business world.

HAPPINESS HERO 
Many people have the aspiration of making the 
world happier. Fortunately, you may now, if you 
want to make consumers happy who are having 

problems, via email. A Happiness Hero is a customer 
service representative who puts a far more positive spin 
on the job.

WORD WIZARD
When does a writer cease to be one? When 
they become word wizards! Despite the in-
triguing name, this type of writer cannot 

perform magic (unless stated otherwise by the com-
pany). Nevertheless, if you have magical skills or at-
tended Hogwarts, make sure to mention it on your CV 
because you might be the exact candidate the employer 
was looking for.

FASHION EVANGELIST 
This old position at Tumblr may be a job for 
you if fashion is your religion. What does a 
fashion evangelist do? They work with well-

known companies, designers, and bloggers to pick the 
greatest content, much like any other online fashion 
editor would.

GALACTIC TRAVEL AGENT
Despite the odd-sounding job title, it perfectly 
describes the position that is being offered. 
This is due to the fact that it originates from 

a position offered by Virgin Galactic, the nascent space 
tourism business. For once, a job title actually lives up 
to its own hype: a galactic travel agent guides clients 
through the process of embarking on a once-in-a-life-
time trip to space.

CHIEF TROUBLEMAKER 
TThis unique entry is essentially a CEO title 
with new job duties. The Chief Troublemaker 
job title was created as a result of the per-

ception that many founders and CEOs of fresh, upstart 
digital and lifestyle businesses have of themselves as 
disruptors.

— SIMRAN SINGH

Happiness Hero



Indian 2-wheeler giant 
Hero MotoCorp had 
announced an all-new 

electric brand earlier this 
year and had named it Vida. 
Now bang in the middle of 
the festive season, the brand 
has launched its first scooter 
in the market called the Vida 
V1. The electric 2-wheeler 
has been launched in 2 vari-
ants – Vida V1 Plus and Vida 
V1 Pro, the latter getting a 
bigger battery pack, faster 
pick-up and a longer range. 
The scooter has been de-
signed and developed at He-
ro’s R&D hubs, the Centre of 
Innovation and Technology 
(CIT) in Jaipur and the Hero 
Tech Centre Germany (TCG) 
near Munich.

Features
The Vida V1 gets features 
like Projector headlamps 
with LEDs, keyless entry, 
follow me home lights and 
cruise control. The 7-inch 
TFT touchscreen comes 
with turn-by-turn naviga-
tion while you also get over 
the air updates for easy 
functionality.  The scooter 
also provides features like 
customer geo-fencing, speed 
and distance limits as well 
as real time tracking which 
helps prevent theft or van-
dalism. You also get a 2-way 

throttle to provide reverse 
and regenerative assist. 
While the V1 Plus is avail-
able in three colours – matte 
white, matte sports red and 
gloss black, the VIDA V1 
Pro additionally also gets the 
matte abrax orange shade.  

electric Power 
train
Vida V1 features a high-
voltage Li-Ion based battery 
with nickel manganese co-
balt chemistry having a net 
energy content of 3.94 kWh 
in V1 Pro while the V1 Plus 

has a net energy content of 
3.44 kWh.  
The scooter features a highly 
integrated e-drive unit with-
in a single housing that has 
a PMSM electric motor, IP 
68 compliant and transmis-
sion. It gets a top speed of 80 
kmph, acceleration from 0 to 
40kmph in 3.2 seconds with 
a maximum output of 6kW. 
On the V1 Plus acceleration 
from 0 to 40kmph takes 3.4 
seconds. Both the variants 
are available in four riding 
modes – Sport, Ride, Eco & 
Custom. While the V1 Pro of-
fers a range of 165 kms, the 
V1 Plus offers a range of 143 
kms. 
You also get a limp home fea-
ture which keeps the rider 

agnostic of being stranded. 
It offers an ability to drive 
at 10 kmph for about 8 ki-
lometers, in case the state of 
charge (SOC) drops below 
a pre-defined limit. Hero 
says the Vida V1 goes up a 
gradient of 18+ degrees with 
a 60 % SOC and 2 riders. It 
comes with standard 5-year 
warranty for 50,000 kms. 
The batteries are covered by 
a warranty valid for three 
years or up to 30,000 kilo-
meters.

saFety
According to Hero the bat-
teries have gone through 
many industry-first test 
protocols for reliability.
The V1, Hero says, has 

been designed and tested 
for withstanding dusty 
environment, potholes and 
uneven roads, heavy rains, 
water-logged roads as well 
as high temperatures. 

charging 
Vida V1 comes with 2 
removable batteries which 
can be integrated at home 
to enable charging up to 
11kW. Hero MotoCorp says 
it aims to build one of the 
best charging networks in 
the two-wheeler segment 
with fast chargers which 
will be accessible to own-
ers of electric two-wheel-
ers of all brands. 

Using DC fast charging 
the Vida V1 can be charged 

at the rate of 1.2 km/minute 
from 0-80 % on both the 
variants. Using an 11 kW AC 
home charger the V1 Plus 
will take 5 hours and 15 mins 
to charge from 0-80 % while 
the V1 Pro will take 40 min-
utes longer.  

Prices
The Vida V1 plus has been 
priced at Rs. 1.45 lakh while 
the Vida V1 Pro is priced at 
Rs. 1.59 lakh, ex-showroom, 
though the actual on-road 
cost will depend on the 
subsidy offered by respec-
tive states. Bookings for the 
scooter have already begun 
with an amount of Rs. 2,499 
while the deliveries will 
commence from the second 
week of December. Initially 
the product will be available 
for sales only in Delhi, Ben-
galuru and Jaipur and will be 
available in other cities later, 
the timing of which hasn’t 
been specified by Hero. The 
company has also intro-
duced a buy-back scheme 
under which the vehicle can 
be returned at 70% of pur-
chase value between the 16th 
to 18th months of ownership. 
The brand is also offering a 
first-of-its-kind test-ride for 
up to 3 days as well as repair 
on-site facility for its first 
electric scooter.

The author is a senior editor at 
carandbike.com
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VidA V1 is tHE first-EVEr ELECtriC 
sCootEr from HEro motoCorp
The electric 2-wheeler has been launched in two variants—Vida V1 Plus and Vida V1 Pro, the latter getting a 
bigger battery pack, faster pick-up and a longer range. The scooter has been designed and developed at Hero’s 
R&D hubs, the Centre of Innovation and Technology in Jaipur and the Hero Tech Centre near Munich.
SHAMS RAZA NAQVI
NEW DELHI

American tech giant Apple, 
within the next couple of years, 
is preparing to adopt USB-C 
charging across its line of Air-
Pods and Mac accessories. 

Shift of the company from its 
lightning cables. It comes as 
the European Union looks to 

mandate USB-C charging on 
new smartphones, tablets, and 
headphones released in the re-
gion in late 2024. 

While the legislation still 
hasn’t yet been signed into law, 
it received approval from the 
European Parliament last week. 
Gurman believes that in order 
to comply with the rules Apple 
might bring USB-C to the next-

gen AirPods, AirPods Pro, and 
AirPods by 2024. Meanwhile 
Mac accessories, including the 
Magic Mouse, Magic Keyboard, 
and Magic Trackpad could 
make the switch to USB-C as 
soon as next year. 

With a refresh for the new 
iMac and Mac Pro due next 
year, their release typically 
“coincides with accessory up-

dates,”. 
Gurman says “it’s a safe bet 

that those accessories will move 
to USB-C in their next incarna-
tion.” He similarly believes Ap-
ple will swap over its AirPods 
before the EU’s legislation goes 
into effect.

Earlier this year, a report 
from Gurman suggested that 
Apple has already started 

testing USB-C charging on its 
iPhones, but they probably 
would not land on devices until 
2023 “at the earliest.” Gurman 
reiterates this belief in this most 
recent Power On newsletter, 
once again adding that he 
thinks Apple will add a USB-C 
charging port to the iPhone 15, 
as well as to the entry-level iPad 
expected to release by the end of 

this year. 
Even if Apple does make the 

transition to using USB-C, Gur-
man expects its presence on 
Apple devices to be short-lived 
as according to him Apple will 
eventually bring inductive 
charging to the iPhone and iPad 
to get around the legislation, as 
it doesn’t apply to devices that 
don’t support wired charging. 

sUpport

AppLE’s Airpods ANd mAC ACCEssoriEs mAy gEt UsB-C iN NExt tWo yEArs

EU may mandate USB-C charging on 
new smartphones  and headphones 
released in the region in late 2024.
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tWittEr BLUE sUBsCriBErs 
CAN NoW Edit tWEEts
WASHINGTON: 
Micro-blogging plat-
form Twitter, over the 
course of last month, 
has been internally 
testing a function that 
would let users edit 
tweets, and now this 
feature is finally live, 
but with a limitation. 
Users can only edit 
their tweets if they 
are subscribed to Twitter Blue. 

That much was known from the first time the company 
teased it. However, you should also note that currently, 
editing tweets is only available in Canada, Australia, and 
New Zealand. 

The functionality will roll out to the US soon, but so far 
there’s been no mention of it becoming available to those 
who don’t subscribe to Twitter Blue. It may eventually get 
there, but for starters, it will be an added perk for the sub-
scription service. 

Further, it’s worth noting that the new feature to edit 
tweets has some limitations. For example, users can-
not edit tweets 30 minutes after they’ve been published. 
There’s also a limit to the number of times each tweet 
can be edited, and Twitter will show a history of previ-
ous versions of that tweet, so people know exactly what’s 
changed. Twitter Blue’s official account shared these up-
dates in a series of tweets. The first one read, “test went 
well, Edit Tweet is now rolling out to Twitter Blue mem-
bers in Canada, Australia, and New Zealand! US coming 
soon.” A version history is available on every edited Tweet 
so you know what changed.

AppLE roLLs oUt NEW BEtA 
firmWArE UpdAtE for Airpods
WASHINGTON: A 
new beta firmware for 
the AirPods 2, Air-
Pods 3, AirPods Pro, 
AirPods Pro 2, and 
AirPods Max has been 
rolled out by American 
tech giant Apple.
According to GSM 
Arena, the new update 
has version number 
5B5040c, but it’s un-
clear what’s new with this update since the company 
hasn’t provided any details about it. Users can down-
load the new beta firmware from Apple’s Developer 
Center and install it on their AirPods by pairing them 
with an iPhone and connecting it to a Mac with a Light-
ning Cable.
Then launch Xcode 14 beta on the Mac, head to the Set-
tings &gt; Developer menu, and select the ‘Pre-Release 
Beta Firmware’ toggle under the AirPods Testing sec-
tion.
The OTA will be delivered within 24 hours after the 
pre-release testing option is enabled, but remember 
that your iPhone should be running the latest iOS 16 
beta, and the Mac should have the latest macOS Ven-
tura beta. It’s also worth mentioning that this update is 
meant for developers and may contain bugs that could 
hamper the user experience.
That being said, Apple recently released the first firm-
ware update for the AirPods Pro 2 for those who aren’t 
enrolled in the beta program. It has version number 
5A377 and comes with bug fixes and “other improve-
ments,” as per GSM Arena. 

QUALComm sNApdrAgoN 7 gEN 2 
CHip dEtAiLs sUrfACE
WA S H I N GT O N:  Th e 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 7 
Gen 1 chip has been used 
in only a couple of phones 
so far but it has well short 
of the popularity of the 
700-series chips that 
preceded it. Qualcomm 
has a new 7-series chip in 
the works, the SM7475, 
though its position in the 
Snapdragon family is not 
quite clear. This could be the Snapdragon 7 Gen 2 or it 
could be labeled 7+ Gen 1. The CPU will have a tri-cluster 
design with 1x Prime, 3x Gold and 4x Silver cores. Leakster 
Roland Quandt reported on the peak core frequencies for 
those cluster. The Prime core will run at around 2.4GHz, 
the Gold cores will peak at roughly the same frequency 
and the Silver cores will go up to 1.8GHz. This sounds al-
most exactly the same as the 7 Gen 1 frequencies: 2.4GHz 
Prime, 2.36GHz Gold and 1.8GHz Silver. Unfortunately, 
there are no details on the actual hardware yet - if this is 
a Gen 2 chipset, it should use the new core designs. That 
means Cortex-A715 for the Prime and Gold cores and the 
improved A510 for the Silver cores. The 7 Gen 1 uses the 
older Cortex-A710 for Prime and Gold and A510 for Silver. 
Assuming these are the new cores, only a small perfor-
mance bump can be expected but a solid improvement in 
efficiency - the A715 is 5% faster and 20% efficient than the 
A710. Even the A510 core got a small redesign, not enough 
for a new model number but it is 5% efficient. 2022’s Snap-
dragon Summit starts just over a month from now and it 
will bring the Snapdragon 8 Gen 2. The 7-series chip will 
likely be unveiled at a separate venue.

sAmsUNg’s gALAxy s23 to gEt 
BAttEry UpgrAdE
WASHINGTON: 
South Korean tech 
giant Samsung’s 
upcoming Galaxy 
S23 series’ vanilla 
version smart-
phone will have a 
3,900 mAh bat-
tery, which is an 
upgrade over the 
predecessor Gal-
axy S22. 

This information 
comes from a reliable tipster Digital Chat Station. 

They also stated the screen will be 6.1” with Full HD+ 
resolution, which is essentially the same as the previ-
ous vanilla flagship, meaning Samsung managed to fit 
a bigger cell in the relatively small body. 

The leakster claimed charging would again be rather 
disappointing at 25W, though. 

This matches an earlier leak from Chinese Compul-
sory Certification (3C). 

Information on specs and features of the upcoming 
Galaxy S23 line-up is still scarce, but a new design and 
new chipsets are expected. 

The S23 Ultra is rumoured to have a similar design 
and dimensions as the S22 Ultra, though the camera is 
expected to see a 200MP sensor update. Meanwhile, 
it’s expected that the Snapdragon 8 Gen 2 will power 
the flagship. 

Recent reports suggested that Samsung will use Qual-
comm chips on all its new lineup’s variants, though 
there’s a possibility that some units will be equipped 
with Samsung Exynos chipsets.

iN BriEf

Hero MotoCorp’s all-new electric brand Vida V1 Pro.

Vidya V1 Pro  and Vidya V1 Plus come with large and sufficient storage space.

the 7-inch tFt touchscreen comes with turn-by-turn navigation while 
you also get over the air updates for easy functionality. 
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It’s a royal Diwali at DLF 
Emporio and Indri, In-
dia’s finest single malt 

is saying cheers to that. My 
labour of love, Royal Fables, 
celebrates a royal Diwali with 
a two-day exposition held at 
Setz, DLF Emporio, on 14 
and 15 October, 2022 and the 
high point of the moment is a 
dinner which is a jugalbandi 
between royal cuisine and 
Indri whiskey.

With a series of interesting 
elements orchestrated for 
the forthcoming exposition, 
the platform adds many new 
heritage stories to the show.  
Showcasing 51 fantastic 
fables, the 12-year-old plat-
form creates a veritable vi-
sual feast for heritage lovers 
with textiles, folk and royal 
art, wild life paintings, hand 
craft, jewellery, music and 

royal cuisine. 
Under its culinary plat-

form Kitchen of the Kings, 
Royal Fables presents the 
culinary fable of Nawab 
Kazim Ali Khan of Rampur 
{Avadh}, Kanwarani Vijaya 
Singh Sirmaur {Himachal} 
and Thakur Shivraaj Singh 
of Limdi {Panch mahal and 
Mewari}. All paired with the 
three distinct notes of Indri 
whiskey.

The textile tale this year 
gets enriched with the cel-
ebration of poshaks as cre-
ated in heritage studios of 
Rani Jaykirti Singh Baria, Oc-
chre, Aaraish from Sherkot 
and Geetanjali Shekhavat. 
Chiffons, a maharani’s staple 
returns in all its splendor 
with Just Chiffons, Preeti 
Singh Daspan and Sri Tana 
Bana. Master weaver Nirmal 
Salvi brings in his stunning 
patolas as the splendor of Va-
ranasi looms gets recreated 
by Rajkumari Alka Rani, Sri 
Tanabana, Kalyani and Sree 
by Shrishti. Art transcends 
into clothes with Pratham 
creating sarees with Pichwai 
art hand painting and Rani 
Sunita Singh of Khajurgaon 
recreates florals in fabric 
painting. 

Committed to presenting 
the finest art, Princely India 

has to offer, Royal Fables 
brings, for the first time, 
Basoli art created by master 
artists under the artistic pa-
tronage of Jyotsana Singh at 
Amar Mahal Museum and 
Library, Jammu & Kashmir. 
A reputed school of minia-
ture paintings known for 
its vivid, evocative colors, 
bold lines, and deep-set 
facial patterns; it is being 
conserved under the caring 
patronage of the royal family. 
Named after Basholi, a town 
in Kathua, Jammu and Kash-
mir, India, it was founded by 
Raja Bhupat Pal in the 16th 
century. 

In art as well comes in Ajay 
Singh Peelwa who is not just 
a conservationist but also 
paints his beloved horses 
and Cheetahs on canvas. 
He brings with him a spe-
cial Cheetah painting which 
will be unveiled by Maharaj 
Kumar Ranjit Sinh of Wank-
aner, the man who is instru-
mental in bringing the chee-
tah to India. Pichwai art by 
Princess Vaishnavi Kumari 
of Kishangarh recreates the 
romanticism of the era of art 
brought alive by her ancestor 
the poet king Nagari Das in 
the 18th Century.

Aulerth jewelry is finessed 

in design, brought to life with 
fine jewelry craftsmanship, 
which gets create in partner-
ship with leading fashion 
designers—currently part-
nered with: JJ Valaya, Suneet 
Varma, Tribe Amrapali, and 
Shivan & Narresh. Aulerth’s 
goal is to significantly reduce 
the destructive carbon foot-
print behind the jewelry.  

Also, from Rampur comes 
Ustad Shakhawad Khan 
who is one of few, re-
maining singers who 

can sing 
com-

po-

sitions of the late Nawab Sir 
Raza Ali Khan of Rampur. 
Also filling the evening 
with their unique notes 
are Soul Diviners pre-
senting music by Sid-
dhant Bhatia and 
Keer-
thy 

N a r a y a n  w h o 
together take 

classical In-
dian notes 
to a new age 
trance realm. 
The high-

light of the 
evening 
though 
is a heri-
tage drive 
with Heri-
tage Mo-
toring Club 
of India that 
features 13 
rare cars 
including 
the Ma-
harani of 
Baroda’s 
137 Rolls- 
Royce 
Phantom 
3, coach 
built by 
Kellner, 
Paris.

An 'indrilicious moment' with 
royAl FAbles, new heritAge stories

Art

THIS DIWALI
SPREAD DELIGHT

AVAILABLE
NOW

anshu khanna

Showcasing 51 fantastic fables, the 12-year-old platform creates a veritable visual feast for heritage lovers 
with textiles, folk and royal art, wild life paintings, hand craft, jewellery, music and royal cuisine.

Sandy Aujla

Studio Kishangarh

K a n w a r a n i  K a m i n i 
Singh and Rajkumari 
Chandni Singh Seohara
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REPLACEMENT

The trio of pacers Mo-
hammed Shami, Mo-
hammad Siraj and 

Shardul Thakur are flying out 
today to join India’s squad in 
Australia for the upcoming 
ICC T20 World Cup 2022. 
As per ESPNCricinfo, it is not 
still certain as to which one of 
these players will join the main 
squad. None of the reserve play-
ers- Shreyas Iyer, Ravi Bishnoi 
and Deepak Chahar are travel-
ling currently. A back injury 
had sidelined Chahar from the 
recently-concluded ODI series 
against South Africa.

The main squad for the 
global cricketing event left for 
Australia on October 6 and 
are currently in Perth, where 
the player have had a one-
week training camp to up their 
skills and also a practice match 
against Western Australia. Men 

in Blue’s next practice game is 
scheduled for October 13.

Jasprit Bumrah suffering 
a stress reaction during the 
T20I leg of the series against 
South Africa was a massive 
blow to Team India ahead of 
the T20 WC. At that point of 
time, Shami and Chahar were 
in contention to be his replace-

ment, but the latter picking 
up an injury made Shami the 
most likely replacement for the 
Indian pace spearhead. The fi-
nal decision will be taken after 
Shami’s fitness is assessed.

Shami has not played T20I 
cricket since the previous edi-
tion of ICC T20 World Cup 
in November last year. After 

recovering from COVID-19, 
he has been training at the 
National Cricket Academy in 
Bengaluru. This bout of virus 
had kept him out of white-ball 
series against Australia and 
South Africa at home. He last 
featured in a competitive crick-
et match during India’s tour of 
England back in July.

After the practice game in 
Perth on Thursday, India will 
travel to Brisbane where they 
will play two official ICC T20 
WC warm-up matches against 
Australia and New Zealand on 
17 October and 19 October.

Following this, the squad 
will move to Melbourne to start 
off their tournament campaign 
in a blockbuster clash against 
Pakistan on 23 October. India is 
a part of Group 2 in the tourna-
ment, which also has Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, South Africa and 
two qualifiers who will advance 
after the first round.

India’s T20 World Cup 
squad: Rohit Sharma (capt), KL 
Rahul (vice-capt), Virat Kohli, 
Suryakumar Yadav, Deepak 
Hooda, Rishabh Pant (wk), 
Dinesh Karthik (wk), Hardik 
Pandya, R Ashwin, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Axar Patel, Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar, Harshal Patel, Ar-
shdeep Singh. 
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EXCLUSIVE

T20 WORLD CUP

WINNING IN TOUGH COMPETITION AT 
NATIONAL LEVEL MEANS PREPARATION 
IS ON RIGHT TRACK : LOVLINA BORGOHAIN

SURYAKUMAR YADAV COULD BE INDIA’S VERSION OF AB DE VILLIERS : DALE STEYN

MANOJ JOSHI
GANDHINAGAR  
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“When many world class 
players emerge in the same 
weight category, the level in 
that class becomes very high 
and I am glad that many 
players including Sweety of 
Haryana are coming out in 
75 kg weight category,” says 
Olympic medalist Lovlina 
Borgohain, who won the gold 
in the boxing event of the 36th 
National Games here today.  
In the finals, Lovlina defeated 
Sweety of Haryana, a former 
silver medallist of the World 
Championship.

This is big relief for Lov-
lina and Sweety that both will 
participate in the forthcoming 
Asian Championships where 
Sweety is placed in the higher 
weight category compared 
to Lovlina. Lovlina said that 
Sweety was good against her 
in the first two rounds of the 
final. She was happy with her 

performance.
She made precise punches 

that hit the target. She said 
that if there was no compe-
tition at the national level, 
there was not much point in 
winning gold there. It was 
more important to win in an 
intense tussle bout at the na-
tional level. This was more 
important than gold medal. It 
means that preparation was 
going on at the right track. 
This attitude would definitely 

help at the world level.
In response to a question 

of how much responsibility 
comes with being a role model 
for a larger community after 
winning a medal at the olym-
pics, she said that whenever 
any boxer approaches her, 
she helps them. She sincerely 
wishes that many boxers 
should hoist the flag of the 
country at the world level. 
Lovlina said that in this game, 
there is no room for short cuts. 
Hard work is sure to bring 
good results. Never give-up at-
titude is also important. If she 
could win a medal in olympics, 
so other boxers can also do this 
for the country. Never be dis-
appointed with failures. She 
too was not disappointed at not 
winning a medal at the CWG. 
Rather, she got to learn a lot 
from this failure. She said that 
she wanted to make her weak-
nesses a strengths because it 
was a big part of success.

South Africa’s veteran pacer Dale Steyn has 
touted Suryakumar Yadav to be India’s version 
of Ab de Villiers in Australia during the T20 
World Cup.

Citing that the Australian conditions offer 
more pace and bounce, the former World number 
one bowler explained that the batter likes to use 
the pace on the ball making the Aussie conditions 
tailor-made for him while speaking exclusively 
on Star Sports show Cricket Live. Suryakumar 
Yadav’s emergence as a stalwart in the Indian bat-
ting line-up was clearly on show when the Men 
in Blue squared off against Australia and South 

Africa in the bilateral series. As India look to end 
the wait of winning the ICC Men’s T20 World 

Cup, Suryakumar Yadav’s red-hot form will be 
crucial to India’s success in the tournament.

Dale Steyn said, “He’s the kind of player that 
likes to use the pace of the ball. He likes to get 
in behind the square. In places like Perth, Mel-
bourne, all of these grounds, there is a little bit of 
extra pace on it. So, you can use the pace, you can 
hit on fine leg, behind and all along the carpet. 
And he’s also really good when standing still and 
getting off the back foot.’

“He has played some amazing back foot cover 
drives and some beautiful cover drives off the 
front foot too. So, he’s an all-round player, and 
it’s in Australia, where the wickets are so good, 
they are batter friendly. You can also get away 

when a bowler tries to bowl full, you can place 
the ball left and you can use the pace of the ball 
really well, given some room. So, he is a wonder-
ful 360-degree player and reminds me of AB de 
Villiers. He could be India’s version of AB de Vil-
liers and with the red-hot form that he’s in right 
now, he’s a player to definitely watch out for this 
World Cup.”

Dale Steyn also heaped praise on Shreyas Iyer, 
who scored a match-winning century in the sec-
ond ODI against South Africa, “There’s just little 
things you can do to improve your game, but the 
way he’s batting at the moment, I don’t think he 
has to change much. He looks in phenomenal 
form. He’s seeing the ball like it’s a beach ball and 

for him in India, that’s continued a long way,” 
he said. Former South Africa all-rounder Chris 
Morris shared his views on the Australian pitches, 
“The wickets in Australia are usually pretty good 
to bat on. There’s a lot of extra pace and bounce 
where guys like getting through the line, espe-
cially in the T20’s. And the quicker the ball gets 
onto the bat, the quicker it goes. So, looking at the 
conditions in Australia, it would be quite consis-
tent and good enough to favour the fast bowlers. 
They’ve been saying that batters have scored a lot 
of runs in Australia, so I recommend it’s a 50-50 
at both ends”. The ICC Men’s T20 World Cup will 
be played from 16 October to 13 November, 2022, 
in Australia. 

Suryakumar Yadav.

Lovlina Borgohain.

Mohammad Siraj, Mohammed Shami and Shardul Thakur.

Shami, Siraj and Shardul flying out 
to join India’s T20 WC squad
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fourth time

NatioNal Games: services 
oN track for top-place fiNish

Services, the Indian 
Armed Forces’ squad 
at the National Games 

2022 in Gujarat, are on track 
to win the most medals for 
the fourth time in a row.  Ser-
vices began the day with 53 
gold medals and added three 
more top podium results on 
Tuesday to maintain their 
lead with 56 gold, 34 silver, 
and 31 bronze medals for a 
total of 121 medals as shared 
by the Olympics Website. 
Maharashtra, with 38 gold 
medals (138 total), and 
Haryana, with 34 gold med-
als (106 total), are vying for 
second place on the last day 
of the National Games. Men’s 

softball was won by Maha-
rashtra, while Punjab won 
women’s softball. Haryana, 
which won gold in wushu 
by athlete Ravi Panchal and 
the women’s hockey team in 
Rajkot, will aim to leapfrog 
Maharashtra in boxing on 
Wednesday.

Eight Haryana pugilists 
have advanced to the finals 
and will be expected to assist 
the state to overtake Maha-
rashtra in the medals tally at 
the National Games.

Karnataka won the men’s 
hockey gold medal in Rajkot’s 
Major Dhyan Chand Hockey 
Stadium. Karnataka defeated 
Uttar Pradesh in a sudden 
death tiebreaker after the 
sides were tied 2-2 in regula-

tion time and each scored four 
goals in the penalty shootout.

Gujarat has also put on the 
finest performance in Nation-
al Games history, capturing 
47 medals, including 13 gold, 
15 silver, and 19 bronze.

West Bengal defeated 
Kerala 5-0 in the men’s foot-
ball final to win the champi-
onship. West Bengal’s Naro 
Hari Shrestha scored three 
goals, while Surajit Hansda 
and Amit Chakraborty each 
had one.In boxing, bronze 
medalist Lovlina Borgohain 
and Commonwealth Games 
medalists Mohammed Hus-
samuddin and Jaismine Lam-
boria cruised to boxing finals 
in their respective weight di-
visions. 

India finished fifth with one gold, one 
silver and two bronze medals at the In-
ternational Shooting Sport Federation 
(ISSF) World Championship Shotgun 
in Osijek, Croatia, which concluded on 
the day.

The Men’s and Women’s Skeet 
teams could not make it past the 
qualifying rounds on the final day, 
but India will go away happy with 
the Paris 2024 Olympics quota place 
that they earned in the Men’s Trap via 
Bhowneesh Mendiratta, a pleasant 
addition to a creditable medal haul as 
per National Rifle Association of India 
(NRAI). 

Shotgun powerhouses Italy, Great 
Britain and USA, took the top three 

spots with China prevailing over India 
on the medal tally by virtue of winning 
a silver more. Both the Asian giants 
had the same medal haul.

USA won the gold in the Women’s 
Skeet Team competition on the final 
day with the Indian trio of Mahesh-

wari Chauhan, Darshna Rahore and 
Raiza Dhillon finishing 10th in qualifi-
cation. They combined for a total score 
of 199 out of a possible 225.

In Men’s Skeet Team, India’s Gur-
joat Khangura, Mairaj Ahmad Khan 
and Anant Jeet Singh Naruka logged 
215 for a ninth-place finish among 22 
teams. The top four teams make it to 
the medal matches in the team for-
mat. Italy won their seventh gold with 
a grandstand finish by former Olympic 
champion Gabrielle Rossetti over the 
USA in the event.

ISSF world championship ac-
tion now moves to Cairo, Egypt for 
the Rifle/Pistol leg which begins on 
Wednesday, October 12, 2022, and will 
also have a host of Paris quota places 
up for grabs.
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Medal winners at National Games.
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thrilliNG wiN

DawiD malaN, sam curraN power eNGlaND 
to t20i series wiN over australia

Pacer Sam Curran came in clutch to 
power England to a thrilling eight-run 
win over Australia in the second T20I 
at Canberra on Wednesday, helping 
their side clinch a series win against 
arch-rivals in their own territory.

England now has an unassailable 
2-0 series lead with one more match 
to go. In first innings, England posted 
178/7 in their 20 overs, with southpaw 
Dawid Malan scoring a quickfire 82 
off 49 balls. Marcus Stoinis used his 
medium-pace to end with figures of 
3/34. Chasing 179, Mitchell Marsh (45) 
top-scored for Australia. Curran (3/25) 
took some crucial wickets for his side 
that helped them seal a thrilling win. 
Chasing 179, pacer David Willey and 
Reece Topley sent back openers Aaron 
Finch (13 off 13 balls) and David War-
ner (4 off 11), reducing Aussies to 2/22 
in 4.1 overs. Mitchell Marsh and Glenn 
Maxwell joined forces to take their 
side through the remainder of their six 
overs of powerplay without any further 
damage. Australia was 41/2 in six overs, 
Maxwell (5*) and Marsh (14*).

Marsh looked really good with the 
bat. But his partner Maxwell’s strug-
gles continued as Curran got his first 
wicket after the batter was caught by 
Alex Hales at the deep square leg for 8 
off 11 balls. Stoinis joined Marsh to re-
vive Aussies chances in the match 
and hit two fours and a six within 
first nine balls he faced. Marsh 
was also scoring steadily from 

the other end. With the assistance of 
Harry Brook’s safe hands, Curran got 
Stoinis’ wicket in the 12th over. The 
batter was out for 22 off 13 balls and his 
40-run stand with Marsh was undone. 
The Aussies were at 91/4 in 11.4 overs.

Marsh looked on course of making 
a brilliant half-century but it was Ben 
Stokes who dismissed him for a well-
made 45 off 29 balls. Curran could not 
be kept out of action as he 
took a great catch 
a t  d e e p square 
leg.  Half o f  t h e 
Australian 
lineup was 
b ack  i n 
the hut 
for  114 
runs in 
14.1 overs.

It  wa s 
u p t o  t h e 
fresh power-

hitting 

pair of Tim 
David and Matthew 
Wade to get Aussies 
those remaining 65 runs 

in 35 balls. David was 
looking extremely danger-

ous, feasting on everyone bowling from 
the other end. Pacer Chris Jordan suf-
fered the most, getting smacked for 14 
runs in the 17th over.

With 34 needed in three overs, stage 
looked set for finisher David to unleash 
his big sixers. Curran delivered yet an-
other breakthrough to send back David 
for 40 off 21 balls by rattling his stumps.

Wade and Pat Cummins then took 
the chase forward, but fell eight runs 
short despite their efforts. Australia 
finished at 170/6 in 20 overs with Wade 
(10*) and Cummins (18*) at the crease.

Besides Curran, Stokes, Topley and 
Willey took a wicket each 
too. England had a 
rough start 
and 

they 
were reduced 

to 54/4 in eight overs. 
Skipper Jos Buttler (17), 

Alex Hales (4), Ben Stokes (7) 
and Harry Brook (1) left with-
out making any impact. Stoi-
nis took wickets of danger-
ous Hales and Brook. Malan 
was joined by all-rounder 

Moeen Ali and they start-
ed the repair works after 

an early collapse.
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New  Zealand booked a 
place in the final of the on-
going Tri-Series after put-
ting up a clinical perfor-
mance against Bangladesh, 
securing a 48-run victory in 
Hagley Oval, Christchurch 
on Tuesday.

A fierce bowling spell 
from Adam Milne helped 
the Kiwis stop Bangaldesh 
to 160/7 as Shakib Al 
Hasan’s superb 70-run in-
ning went in vain. Blistering 
half-centuries from Devon 
Conway and Glenn Phil-
lips saw New Zealand set a 
daunting total of 209 runs. 
Chasing a massive target of 
209, the Bangladesh open-
ers survived some close 
calls before being eventually 
dismissed inside the power-
play. Liton Das and Najmul 
Hossain Shanto walked 
onto the crease with the 
former being the aggressor 
scoring 23 runs off 16 balls 
before being dismissed by 
Doug Bracewell in the sixth 
over.

Shaanto never really 
looked settled and was 
Milne’s first wicket in the 
fourth over, scoring 11 off 
12 balls. Shakib walked in 

at number four and made 
his intentions very clear 
as the batter danced down 
the wicket on the very first 
ball and smash a powerful 
boundary. The left-hander 
shared a 43-run stand with 
Soumya Sarkar in just 21 
balls taking Bangladesh 
to 90/2 after the end of 10 
overs.

Sarkar played some fas-
cinating shots to help the 
captain in Bangladesh’s 
pursuit of the massive tar-

get before being dismissed 
by Milne for 23 runs off 16 
balls.

Afif Hossain did not 
trouble the hosts much as 
he was sent back to the pa-
vilion in by Bracewell in the 
12th over, handing him his 
second wicket.

Shakib kept fighting for 
the Bangla Tigers as he saw 
batters struggling to score 
runs on the other end un-
able to stitch a partnership 
with him. He brought up his 

fifty in the 16th over, fight-
ing a lone battle.

The batter finally fell in 
the 19th over as he ran out 
of partners with the score-
board pressure mounting 
on him. Shakib played a 
stunning inning of 70 runs 
off 44 balls, studded with 
eight boundaries and one 
six.

Bangladesh kept losing 
wickets and fell short by 
48 runs in the end. Earlier, 
Shakib won the toss and 

opted to bowl in the match. 
The Kiwi opening duo of 
Finn Allen and Devon Con-
way gave New Zealand a 
brilliant start as they made 
full use of the fielding re-
strictions plundering the 
Bangladeshi bowlers for 
54 runs for the loss of one 
wicket at the end of the pow-
erplay.

Martin Guptill  then 
partnered with Conway 
to smash the visitors all 
around the park, stitching 
an 82-run stand within nine 
overs. Conway, who had 
started slowly blasted off to 
a brilliant half-century and 
scored 64 runs in 40 balls. 
Glenn Phillips provided the 
finishing touches as he fired 
on all cylinders, depositing 
fives sixes in the stand in his 
24-ball stay.

The visitors ended with 
208/5 after the end of the 20 
overs. Mohammad Saifud-
din was the pick of the bowl-
ers for Bangladesh ending 
with 2/37 in his four overs.

Brief Scores: NZ 208/5 
(Devon Conway 64, Glenn 
Phillips 60; Mohammad 
Saifuddin 2/37) vs Ban-
gladesh 160/7 (Shakib Al 
Hasan 70, Litton Das 23; 
Adam Milne 3/24) 

cliNical performaNce
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Team New Zealand.

Milne, Phillips, and Conway oust Bangladesh 
to setup NZ vs PAK Tri-Series final

India finishes fifth in World Championships
turNiNG poiNt

shotGuN

we are overjoyeD that we woN silver 
meDal iN NatioNal Games : ashwiN Bhat

The duo of Ashwini Bhat 
and Shikha Gautam pre-
vailed over the talented and 
ace campaigners and they 
all of a sudden became the 
talk of the badminton fra-
ternity when their triumph 
at the Guwahati Nationals 
marked a turning point in 
their careers. They became 
India No. 1 in the rankings 
of the Badminton Asso-
ciation of India in 2019 
and have been consistent 
performers since then. At 
the recently held National 
Games 2022 in Gujarat 
though they lagged behind 
a few notches to the Telan-
gana duo of N Sikki Reddy 
and Gayatri Gopichand in 
the finals but for sure they 
won the hearts with their 
majestic game. 

We spoke to Ashwini 
and Shikha exclusively and 
below are the excerpts:

Q. How did it feel play-
ing for Karnataka and then 
clinching your maiden title in 
National Games 2022?

A.  Ashwin Bhat: Firstly, 
we are overjoyed that we 
won silver medal there, it 
was our first time that we 
participated in National 
games. Secondly, we are 
glad that Karnataka gov-
ernment bestowed its 
confidence in me and Shi-
kha as they selected us to 
represent the state. We are 
glad that it was added in 
our bucket list. 

Shikha: Playing there 
was a very good experi-
ence and it was a good 
opportunity to claim. We 
pay gratitude to the Cen-
tral Government and SAI 
(Sports Authority of India) 
to organise such an event. 
It’s one of the major events 
almost meeting the stan-
dards of Olympics.

Q.  How did you take this 
game of yours in national 
games, as a warm up match 
or a practice match before the 
major International events 

like Asian games and Olym-
pics cued for the next year and 
the year ahead?

A.  Shikha: Actually, it 
was a good start for us. As 
we have lot more tourna-
ments coming ahead, yes of 
course it was a good prac-
tice match and then per-
forming well and winning 
silver medal there boosted 
our confidence manifolds.  

Q.  The Guwahati triumph 
of yours as doubles in 2019, 
you as duo came into lime-
light and got recognition for 
a mind-blowing win and per-
formance there, please cherish.

A. Ashwini: Yeah of 
course we for the very first 
time got paired up in 2019, 
we didn’t expect a lot from 
that tournament because 
it was a new pairing but 
it came as a boom in our 
careers. It really gave us 
an opportunity to excel in 
doubles. As we were focus-
sing on our singles game, 
but this came as a turning 
point in a good way.  

Q. Shikha you were major-
ly focussing on singles, so do 
you still want to go back to the 
same, are there any regrets?

A. Shikha: No, not at 
all, though I have played 
singles also at higher lev-
els but my careers turn-
ing point happened with 
the doubles playing so I 
considered it lucky. But at 
the same time whatever I 
play I enjoy. Be it singles or 

doubles.
Q. How are the prepara-

tions going on Asian games 
and Paris Olympics?

A. Shikha: Going really 
good, we begin around 8 o’ 
clock daily with the morn-
ing off court training part 
and it goes on till 10am. 
Then we have an hour and 
half break and we do an-
other session which starts 
at 12 and continues till 
1:30pm which is mainly 
on the current match prac-
tice and in the evening we 
carry on the central parti-
tion training along with the 
alternate days inculcated 
with the cardio exercises, 
also involves other physio 
activities. And then play-
ing with our coach is the 
most important part of our 
training where we get to 
learn the techniques, the 
strokes, the defence, strat-
egies. We draw learnings 
and work on them.

Q. So any changes suggest-
ed by your coach and staff to 
make your game more strong, 
any amendments?

A.  Ashwini: Yeah! As 
we played a very interest-
ing match against a Korean 
pair, who won the silver in 
the world championship. 
So, post match many peo-
ple appreciated us for our 
game and the experts sug-
gested us that we should 
work on our paces and also 
improvise on our rallies as 

much as possible.
Q. What is your current 

ranking in doubles? And after 
2019 you both were aiming to 
become one of the best women 
doubles pairs in India, so how 
far have you reached?

A. Shikha: Our current 
World ranking is 42.

Ashwini: It has been a 
good journey, I mean there 
are lot of other women dou-
bles players too like Gay-
atri Gopichand and Treesa 
Jolly and others too so we 
have a good competition 
and yes we have achieved 
many benchmarks to be 
one of the best players in 
doubles. 

Q. Who is your inspira-
tion?

A.  Apriyani Rahayu, 
the Badminton player 
from Indonesia and Kobe 
Bean Bryant, the basket-
ball player form USA.

Q. How was Gujarat and 
Gujaratis to you? Did you 
wear Chaniya Choli there for 
Dandiya Ras?

A. Ashwini: We enjoyed 
Garba Dance there.  No we 
didn’t wear the traditional 
Chaniya Choli but we did 
wear kurta.  We wanted 
to go with the mass as it 
was festive season there 
and Gujaratis looked so 
beautiful in traditional 
costumes. Also, we had a 
major crunch of time so 
can’t explore much.

Q. Please highlight your 
immediate goals.

A. Ashwini: So right now 
we have an Infosys challenge 
happening in Bangalore, we 
are here to perform. We are 
aiming to win the title here.  
And next we have the target 
to enter into the ranking 
of World no. 30. So, then it 
will be a good moral boost 
for us. And afterwards, the 
trials of Olympics are sched-
uled in the month of March 
next year. We are just put-
ting all our hard and smart 
work to qualify for the Paris 
Olympics. Keeping fingers 
crossed.
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