
The Supreme Court 
on Thursday pro-
nounced a split ver-

dict in the Karnataka Hijab 
ban case. A bench of Jus-
tices Hemant Gupta and 
Sudhanshu Dhulia pro-
nounced the judgement. 
Justice Hemant Gupta dis-
missed the petitions against 
the Hijab ban, while Justice 
Sudhanshu Dhulia allowed 
them. 

One of the lawyers repre-
senting the petitioner said 
that the matter will be placed 
before the Chief Justice of 
India and he will decide 

whether a new bench will 
hear the matter or the mat-
ter gets referred to a larger 
bench. 

Justice Hemant Gupta dis-
missed appeals challenging 
the Karnataka High Court’s 
order which had upheld the 
state government’s order to 
ban wearing Hijabs in edu-
cational institutions of the 
state 

Justice Gupta said, “There 
is a divergence of opinion. In 
my order, I have framed 11 
questions. First is whether 
the appeal should be re-
ferred to the Constitution 
Bench.” 

Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia 
allowed the appeals and set 

aside the Karnataka High 
Court order. “It’s a matter of 
choice, nothing more noth-
ing less,” Justice Dhulia said 
while pronouncing the order. 

The apex court had earlier 
reserved its order on various 
petitions challenging Karna-
taka High Court upholding 
the ban on Hijab in educa-
tional institutes. 

The arguments in the mat-
ter went on for 10 days in 
which 21 lawyers from the 
petitioners’ side and Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta, 
Additional Solicitor General 
KM Nataraj, Karnataka Ad-
vocate General Prabhuling 
Navadgi argued for the re-
spondents. 

The court was hearing var-
ious pleas against Karnataka 
HC’s judgement upholding 
the Karnataka Government’s 
decision to direct educa-
tional institutes to prescribe 
uniforms in educational in-
stitutes.

Arguing against the Hi-
jab ban, Justice Sudhanshu 
Dhulia stated, “by asking 
girls to take off Hijab before 
they enter school gates is an 
invasion on their privacy, 
then an attack on their dig-
nity & ultimately a denial to 
them of secular education; 
violative of Article 19(1)(a), 
21& 25(1).” 

Under our Constitutional 
scheme, wearing a hijab 

should be simply a matter 
of Choice. It may or may not 
be a matter of essential reli-
gious practice, but it still is, a 
matter of conscience, belief, 
and expression. If she wants 
to wear Hijab, even inside 
her class room, she cannot 
be stopped, if it is worn as 
a matter of her choice, as it 
may be the only way her con-
servative family will permit 
her to go to school, and in 
those cases, her hijab is her 
ticket to education, Justice 
Dhulia, said. 

Justice Hemant Gupta 
argued in favour of Hijab 
ban, saying that secularism 
is applicable to all citizens, 
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The apex court was hearing various pleas against Karnataka HC’s 
judgement on Hijab ban in educational institutions. 

The brief detention of Guja-
rat AAP Chief Gopal Italia 
created a political stir in the 
national capital on Thursday. 
A video of his derogative and 
casteist remarks on PM Na-
rendra Modi, his mother 
and women as a whole cir-
culated on social media plat-
forms landing him in trouble, 
ahead of the assembly elec-
tion.  The National Com-
mission of Women (NCW) 
earlier summoned Italia for 
making casteist remarks 
about the PM.

The NCW detained him 
for using derogative com-
ments toward women. The 
NCW Chief Rekha Sharma 
said that the AAP Chief 

Gopal Italia didn’t respond 
properly and denied his 
presence in the video but he 
has accepted tweetings. In 
the notice, the NCW clearly 
mentioned that his remarks 
were ‘gender biased, misogy-
nistic and condemnable.’

In the video, Italia can be 
seen berating PM Modi and 
making casteist remarks 
about the Prime Minister. 
He said Narendra Modi is a 

“neech” person. He comes to 
Gujarat for and makes dra-
ma here. Italia also made un-
tasteful comments on Prime 
Minister’s mother. 

The AAP workers also 
created a ruckus outside the 
NCW office on Thursday. 
Several AAP leaders came in 
support and criticised the ac-

In yet another incident, the 
body of a minor tribal girl 
was found hanging from a 
tree in the Badtalla village 
under Kathikund police 
station area of Jharkhand’s 
Dumka on Wednesday. 

The girl’s body was recov-
ered in a decomposed state 
from a Palash tree in the vil-
lage forest. The police have 
taken accused Ram Kumar 
Dehri into custody as he has 
been allegedly found having 
connections with the girl. 
The police have been inter-
rogating him. 
“The body of a minor girl 
was found hanging from a 
tree. We have registered a 
case of murder. The main 

accused Ram Kumar Dehri 
has been taken into custody 
in the case. Further inves-
tigation is underway,” said 
Sub Divisional Police Officer 
(SDPO) Noor Mustafa An-
sari in Jharkhand’s Dumka 
Sadar. 

Following the incident a 
political battle erupted in 
the state in which former 
Jharkhand minister and 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leader Lois Marandi met the 
relatives of the deceased and 
questioned law and order 
of Chief Minister Hemant 
Soren’s government. 
According to the police, 

the deceased girl was a stu-
dent of class 10 in a school 
in Shikaripada and was re-
ported missing on 7 October. 

Congress presidential can-
didate Mallikarjun Kharge, 
said to be a Gandhi fam-
ily nominee, on Thursday 
strongly pitched for the role 
of Gandhis in the party. In a 
free-wheeling interview with 
The Daily Guardian, Kharge 
said it is absolutely necessary 

to be with them and there is 
no question of ignoring them 
even in future. Here is an ex-
cerpt:

TDG Reporter: How do you 
see the role of Gandhi family in 
the party?  Rahul Gandhi is in 
Bharat Jodo Yatra and refused 
to fight the presidential polls. If 
you become the president, then 
how do you view Rahul Gna-

3 Sent to 
police cUStody 
on kerala 
SacrificeS caSe
Kochi: Three persons, 
arrested in Kerala for 
allegedly murdering two 
women in a suspected 
case of human sacrifice, 
were on Thursday sent 
to 12-days police cus-
tody. Ernakulam Judicial 
First Class Magistrate 
Court sent the accused 

- Bhagaval Singh, his 
wife Laila, and Mu-
hammed Shafi to police 
custody till October 24. 
On Tuesday Kochi City 
Police Commissioner 
CH Nagaraju confirmed 
that the three were 
arrested on Tuesday. On 
Wednesday the three 
accused were sent to 
judicial custody for three 
weeks.

police arreSt 
tUition teacHer 
for rapinG, 
mUrderinG 
minor
Mandya: A 51-year-old 
tuition teacher was 
arrested for allegedly 
raping and murdering 
a 10-year-old minor 
girl in the Mandya 
district of Karnataka, 
the Malavalli police 
informed on Thursday. 
The accused has been 
identified as Kantaraju. 
He worked at the tuition 
centre where the victim 
used to study, for 15 
years. “While the victim 
was returning from her 
tuition, the accused 
gave her chocolate. 
He took the victim to 
a deserted area and 
then raped her, and 
killed her. After killing 
her, he threw the dead 
body into the sump of 
the under-construction 
building next to Mysuru 
Road in Malavalli,” the 
police said.

top of the day

Two Assistant Sub Inspec-
tors (ASIs), nine Head Con-
stables (HCs), 25 Constables 

and Selection Grade Consta-
bles (SgCT), were among the 
36 Police Officials sacked on 
Thursday by Jammu Kash-
mir Government for involve-
ment in anti-national and 

cases of corruption.
In a written statement 

the state  government 
said, “While taking several 
measures for the human 
resource development of 

employees of J&K by ad-
dressing issues like ad-
hocism, timely promotions, 
conduct of DPCs, suitable 
training etc., it is also firm on 

Ahead of the run-up to 
Congress presidential polls, 
party MP and a contender 
for the top post Shashi Tha-
roor on Thursday said he 
has been facing differential 
treatment from the party 
leaders as against his oppo-
nent Mallikarjun Kharge. 

Notably, Shashi Tharoor 
and Mallikarjun Kharge 
are up against each other in 
the race for the post of Con-
gress President. Address-
ing a press conference here, 
Tharoor said, “We are con-
testing elections. There is no 
spirit of enmity in our party. 
Kharge Sahab is my senior 
leader and I have worked 

In three different interna-
tional forums on Thursday, 
New Delhi made concerted 
attacks against Pakistan 
for continuing with false 
and malicious propaganda 
against India. While at CICA 
Summit in Astana, Kazakh-
stan, Minister of State Ex-
ternal Affairs Meenakshi 
Lekhi Pakistan must shut 
down terror infrastructure 
inside the country, at UNGA 
India slammed Pakistan for 

‘pointless’ remarks on Jam-
mu and Kashmir. 

At an Assembly of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(IPU) meet in Uganda, Dep-
uty Chairman of Rajya Sab-
ha, Harivansh, lambasted 

Pakistan for misusing the 
platform to propagate false 
narrative against India. 

In a stern response to 
Pakistan at CICA summit, 
Meenakshi Lekhi said that 
Islamabad has misused the 
CICA platform for propagat-
ing its false and malicious 

propaganda against India 
and advised the neighbour-
ing country to set its house in 
order instead of lecturing the 
global community. 
“It is unfortunate that 
Pakistan has chosen to 
once again misuse the CICA 

Women’s Indian Premier 
League (WIPL) is set to start 
as a five-team tournament 
next year immediately after 
the conclusion of the ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
on 26 February. 

As per ESPNCricinfo, 
BCCI’s proposal plan con-
sists of 22 matches and each 
squad will feature 18 play-
ers, with a maximum of six 
overseas players. More than 
five overseas players cannot 
feature in a playing XI at the 
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Wearing a Hijab should be a matter of choice, nothing 
more, nothing less. it may or may not be a matter of 
essential religious practice, but it still is, a matter of con-
science, belief, and expression. if she wants to wear Hijab, 
even inside her classroom, she cannot be stopped.

Asking a pre-university schoolgirl to take off her Hijab 
at her school gate, is an invasion on her privacy, and 
ultimately a denial to them of secular education.

All the petitioners want is to wear a Hijab! is it too much 
to ask in a democracy? How is it against public order, 
morality or health? Or even decency?

how JuDGes DiffereD

JusTice suDhANshu DhuLiA

Secularism is applicable to all citizens, therefore, permit-
ting one religious community to wear their religious 
symbols would be antithesis to secularism. The constitu-
tional goal of fraternity would be defeated if students were 
allowed to carry religious symbols to the classroom.

(Karnataka) Government Order only ensures that the uni-
form prescribed is adhered to by the students and it can-
not be said that State is restricting the access to education 
to the girl students through such an Order.

The religious belief cannot be carried to a secular school 
maintained out of state funds. it is open to the students to 
carry their faith in a school which permits them to wear 
hijab or any other mark, may be tilak.

JusTice hemANT GupTA

couNTer ATTAck 

at ipU, india lambaStS pakiStan
for remarkS on kaSHmir
KiGALi: Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha, Harivansh, on 
Thursday, exercised his right of reply against remarks 
made by a Pakistani delegate on the issue of Kashmir at 
an Assembly of the inter-Parliamentary Union (iPU). 

Speaking at a 145th iPU assembly, Harivansh lambast 
Pakistan and said that it is unfortunate that Pakistan has 
once again chosen to misuse this platform to propagate 
false and malicious propaganda against india and dis-
tract from today’s discussion. P2
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J-K Police sack 36 police personnel

closely 
with him. 

The election is 
about two col-
leagues seeing 

how to work to strengthen 
the party.” 

On his “uneven playing 
field” remark, Congress 
presidential candidate 
Tharoor said, “...In several 
PCCs, leaders welcomed 
and met Kharge Sahab. The 
same was not done for me. I 
visited PCCs but PCC chiefs 
were not available. I am not 
complaining, but do you 
not see a difference in treat-

ment?” 
He said his partymen 

should vote for him only if 
they are seeking a change in 
Congress. 
“Do you want the party to 
go with change or are you 
satisfied with everything? If 
you think everything is fine, 
do not vote for me as I want 
such a change in the party 
that would bring back voters 
who did not remain with us 
in 2014 and 2019,” added the 
Thiruvananthapuram MP. 

Earlier this week, Tharoor 
had said he could act as a 
catalyst of change for the 

grand old party in order to 
revive the party’s presence 
in the country. 

Regarding rumours that 
Kharge is an official candi-
date for party chief and he 
is not, Tharoor said, “Some 
people are saying Kharge 
is an official candidate and 
I am no one. But I want to 
say that the Gandhi family 
is unbiased and no one is 
an official candidate as we 
are standing for strengthen-
ing of the Congress party. If 
someone is saying that del-
egates are asked to vote for a 
certain person, it’s not true.”

‘don’t yoU see difference in treatment,’ 
tharoor on conGress Presidential Polls

weeding 
out ineffi-

cient and corrupt 
government em-
ployees.”

In its resolve to make ad-
ministration efficient and 
transparent, the govern-
ment is taking firm action 
against the employees found 
guilty of misconduct and in-
efficiency.
“Acting tough against such 
employees, the government 
today, after scrutinising 

records of government ser-
vants in terms of Article 
226(2) of the J&K Civil Ser-
vice Regulations, 1956, reg-
ulating cases of employees 
with inefficient working and 
service misconduct, along 
with departmental internal 
reviews, ordered the prema-
ture retirement of 36 police 
personnel.”

The designated review 
committee had found in-
stances of underperfor-
mance, criminal cases, cor-

ruption cases, etc. It further 
said that all 36 police of-
ficials had doubtful integ-
rity and exhibited a lack of 
dedication towards their as-
signed duties.
“It would be in the public 
interest to retire them pre-
maturely in terms of Article 
226 of the Jammu and Kash-
mir Civil Service Regula-
tions, 1956,” the Designated 
Review Committee had rec-
ommended.

The authorities, while tak-

ing a serious view, have di-
rected that all similar cases 
may be identified and action 
may be initiated. Besides, 
public servants should 
remain cautious while dis-
charging their official duties, 
and any such public servant 
who is found to be involved 
in any official misconduct, 
inefficient in public ser-
vice delivery, or corruption 
should not be allowed to 
continue in the government 
service.

therefore, 
permit-

ting one religious 
community to 
wear their reli-

gious symbols would be an-
tithesis to secularism. Thus, 
the Government Order can-
not be said to be against the 
ethics of secularism or to the 
objective of the Karnataka 
Education Act, 1983. 

The Government Order 
cannot be said to be contrary 
to the State goal of promot-
ing literacy and education as 
mandated under the Consti-
tution. The Government 
Order only ensures that the 
uniform prescribed is ad-

hered to by the students and 
it cannot be said that State 
is restricting the access to 
education to the girl students 

through such an Order, Jus-
tice Hemant Gupta said 

Justice Gupta also stated 
that the Government Order 

cannot be said to be contrary 
to the legitimate State goal 
of promoting literacy and 
education. Article 21A is not 
applicable as all the students 
are over 14 years of age. The 
students have a right to edu-
cation under Article 21, but 
not of insisting on wearing 
something additional to the 
uniform, in a secular school, 
as a part of their religion.

The petitioners here ques-
tioned the validity of March 
15 judgement of the Karnata-
ka High Court, which upheld 
the ban. They contended the 
HC had wrongly relied upon 
essential religious practice 
test for the purpose.

The po-
lice said that the 
matter is related 
to a love affair 

and the girl’s relatives have 
expressed suspicion about 
Ram Kumar Dehri. 

The girl used to live with 
her grandmother, brother 
and sister in a rented house 
in Shikaripada and as per 
her relatives, she suddenly 
went missing after the holi-
days of Durga Puja.

platform 
to propa-

gate false and 
malicious propa-
ganda against my 

country and distract from 
the theme and focus of to-
day’s discussions and coop-
eration among the member 
states. The union territories 
of Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh have been and will 
remain an integral part of 
India. Pakistan has no locus 
standing to comment on In-
dia’s internal affairs,” said at 
the CICA Summit in Astana, 
Kazakhstan. 
“Pakistan’s remarks today 
constitute gross interfer-
ence in India’s internal af-
fairs, sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity which is 
inconsistent with the CICA 
declaration on the principles 
guiding relations between 
the CICA member states of 
September 1999,” she added. 

Underlining that Pakistan 
remains the global epicen-
tre of terrorism, Lekhi said 
it should cease cross-border 
terrorism against India. 

“Pakistan is the global epi-
centre of terrorism and 
continues to be the source of 
terrorist activities including 
in India. Pakistan contin-
ues to make no investment 
in human development but 
provides their resources for 
creating and sustaining the 
infrastructure of terrorism,” 
she said. 
“Pakistan must immedi-
ately cease anti-India cross-
border terrorism and shut 

down its infrastructure of 
terrorism. It will do well to 
stop the grave and persistent 
human rights violations in 
Pakistan-occupied Jammu, 
Kashmir & Ladakh (PoJKL); 
refrain from effecting any 
further material changes 
in the status of PoJKL, and 
vacate the Indian territories 
that are under its illegal and 
forcible occupation”, the 
minister added.

India also gave a befitting 
response to Pakistan after it 
raked up the Kashmir issue 
during the United Nations 
General Assembly debate 
on Russia. 

In his explanation of the 
vote at the UNGA concern-
ing the Russia-Ukraine war, 
Pakistani diplomat Munir 
Akram brought up the issue 
of Kashmir, in an attempt to 

draw parallels between the 
two situations. In a strongly 
worded response, India’s 
Permanent Representative 
to the UN, Ruchira Kamboj 
said, “We have witnessed, 
unsurprisingly, yet again, an 
attempt by one delegation to 
misuse this forum and make 
frivolous and pointless re-
marks against my country.” 

The Indian diplomat said 
such a statement deserves 
collective contempt from a 
mindset which repeatedly 
utters falsehoods.  To set 
the record straight, Kam-
boj said, “entire territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir is and 
will always be an integral 
part of India... We call on 
Pakistan to stop cross-bor-
der terrorism so our citizens 
can enjoy their right to life 
and liberty.”
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same time, with four play-
ers from a full-member nation and 
one from an associate team. 

The plan was sent to state asso-
ciations on Thursday. As per the plan, each 
team will be playing other teams twice in 
the league phase. The table topper after the 
league stage will go straight to the final. An 
eliminator between second and third-ranked 

teams from the league stage will be held to 
decide on the second finalist. 

Though BCCI has not finalised the sched-
ule of the WIPL, it will end before the men’s 
IPL. The men’s IPL is likely to start in March. 
It is also likely that WIPL clashes with the 
first-ever season of Women’s Pakistan Super 
League. 

Detail report on page 15 

tion taken against him. However, 
after a few hours, he was released.  

NCW chairperson Rekha Shar-
ma alleged that over 100 people 

came outside her office in support of Italia 
and threatened her for summoning the Gu-
jarat AAP chief. 

Sharma said, “He denied getting a summon 
but his reply is ready. He also denied his pres-
ence in the video but in his reply, he accepts 
tweeting. He had claimed it wasn’t him in the 
video.” “His statement and written statement 
don’t match. He hasn’t given a proper reply. 
I’ve told the police too that action should be 
taken against him because he was creating 
an atmosphere to impact the law and order 
situation. His supporters attempted to enter 
(the NCW office) forcefully,” she added. 

Taking to Twitter today, the NCW chief 
shared a photograph and said, “All the Aam 
Aadmi Party hooligans are outside my office 
creating a ruckus.”

“I had an important meeting at 2 pm which 
is now delayed as I couldn’t step outside. If 
100-150 people come and threaten me, what 
kind of a leader are they? He was supposed 
to come to the NCW office and only answer 
a few questions,” she stated.

Before his detention, Italia tweeted in Hindi 
which is roughly translated as “NCW Chief 
is threatening me to put me into jail. Modi 
government has always offered jail to the Pa-
tidar community. The BJP government hates 
the Patidar community. I am also a descen-
dant of Sardar Patel and I am not afraid to 
be jailed. They have called the police and are 
threatening me.”

Several AAP leaders have commented that 
since he comes from the Patidar community, 
he is being targeted. AAP is trying to make 
inroads into the state ahead of the assembly 
election. The BJP has a strong hold over the 
state and is leaving no stone unturned to win 
the upcoming assembly election. 

The International Monetary 
Fund on Thursday praised 
India as a “bright spot in 
a dark horizon” due to the 
rapidly-growing economy 
even in these difficult times, 
adding that the country will 
leave a mark on the world for 
years to come during next 
year’s presidency of G20. 

Addressing a press brief-
ing, IMF’s Managing Direc-
tor, Kristalina Georgieva said, 

“India deserves to be called a 
bright spot in this otherwise 
dark horizon because it has 
been a fast-growing economy, 
even during these difficult 
times, but most importantly, 
this growth is underpinned 
by structural reforms.” The 
top IMF official made this 
comment on the sidelines 

of annual meetings of the 
Boards of Governors of the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World Bank 
Group (WBG) in Washington. 

Praising India’s digital 
economy, Georgieva said 
that the remarkable success 
of digitisation in India is the 
digital ID that provides all 
services and support on the 
basis of “digital access.” She 
further added. 

on the radar

rahil nora chopra

strateGy 2024
the RJD’s two-day national 
convention, held from 9 to 10 
october, made it clear that 
there will be a united oppo-
sition-led by the Congress to 
dethrone the BJP in the Lok 
sabha Election 2024.this 
move has put to rest the ru-
mour that nitish Kumar will 
be the leader of the united 
opposition as prime minis-
terial candidate. however, 
RJD chief Lalu Yadav was 
smart enough to not spell 
out the name of any leader 
from the Congress in a bid to 
kill two birds with one stone. 
By avoiding naming any 
Congress leader who could 
lead the united opposition, 
he prevented the BJP from 
targeting the leader.  he 
also gave elbow space to the 
leaders of the opposition po-
litical parties to strengthen 
themselves in their respec-
tive states without unneces-
sarily indulging in political 
feuds with Congress. the 
options for regional political 
parties are kept wide open 
for now since the question 
of leading the opposition, 
more precisely the prime 
ministerial candidate, may 
be decided according to 
the results of the 2024 Lok 
sabha elections.

 ‘no kharGe-
tharoor enmity’
the Congress presidential 
poll candidate, Mallikarjun 
Kharge, believes in united 
leadership and, if elected 
president, will consult 
party leaders sonia gandhi 
and Rahul gandhi on or-
ganisational matters.  the 
senior congressman had 
said that he was contest-
ing the election for the top 
party post to save the Con-
stitution and democracy 
in the country. however, 
Kharge asserted that he 
was asked by the Congress 
workers to enter the fray 
as no one from the gandhi 
family came forward since 
they wanted the polls to 
be impartial. on the other 
hand, Kharge’s opponent, 
shashi tharoor, as-
serted that if he becomes 
the aiCC chief, then he 
would fully implement the 
party’s existing constitu-
tion, which requires CWC 
elections and the revival of 
the parliamentary board 
that has been dormant for 
about 25 years.  holding 
the Congress Working 
Committee elections and 
the revival of the par-
liamentary board were 
among the key demands of 
the g-23 leaders, including 
tharoor, who wrote to the 
party chief sonia gandhi in 
2020 seeking large-scale 
organisational reforms.

folloWinG 
rahUl’s yatra 
When the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra enters Maharash-
tra on 9 october, nCP 
president sharad Pawar 
and daughter supriya sule 
might be on the front-lines 
to welcome the nation-
wide foot march. Before 
the commencement of 
the Yatra, the Congress 
invited all political parties 
and organisations having 
the same ideology to be a 
part of the initiative. senior 
Congress leader Digvijaya 
singh had urged the RJD 
supremo Lalu Prasad 
Yadav to participate in the 
Yatra, saying that it would 
send out a good message.  

Deputy Chairman Rajya sabha, who is 
in Rwanda, attending the 145th iPU as-

sembly said, “We reiterate that Pakistan must 
immediately cease anti-india cross-border 
terrorism and shut down its infrastructure of 

terrorism, stop human rights violations in Pakistan-oc-
cupied Jammu Kashmir (PoJK), and refrain from affect-
ing any further material change in the status of PoJK and 
vacate indian territories under its illegal occupation.” 
harivansh said in the august house in the 145th iPU 
assembly that the world knows how osama Bin Laden 
the face of global terror was found in Pakistan. Pakistan 
leadership glorify the terrorist on the floor of the Parlia-
ment. it is ironic to see that Pakistan claim the victim of 
terrorism. this is the country which nurtures the terror-
ists in the background. 
the global organization of national parliaments was 
founded in 1887 and has a total of 178 members. the 
union empowers parliaments and parliamentarians to 
promote peace, democracy, and sustainable develop-
ment through diplomacy. 

11 quesTioNs of JusTice HemaNT GupTa
l  Whether the appeal should be referred to a Constitu-

tion bench
l  Whether colleges can decide on the uniform of stu-

dents
l  Whether wearing the hijab and restricting it violates 

the freedom of religion (Article 25)
l  Whether Article 25 and Article 19 (Freedom of speech 

and expression) are mutually exclusive
l  Whether the Karnataka ban infringes upon funda-

mental rights.
l  If wearing the hijab is essential practice under Islam.
l  Whether the government order serves the purpose of 

access to education.

dhi’s role in 
the party? 
A: Please don’t 

separate the Gan-
dhis from Congress. They are 
a part of it. They have given 
a lot to the party. They made 
the governments. Rahul 
Gandhi worked hard to bring 
6 governments in states dur-
ing his tenures. The sacrifices 
they made by making others 
the chief ministers and prime 
ministers.  Sonia Gandhi 
did this thing. I have great 
respect for the family. They 
have made so much of sac-
rifices throughout their life. 
We should work with such 
politicians. They always stay 
with the organisation and 
their method of working of 
uniting people is well-known 
among people. 

TDG reporter: As far as 2024 
elections are concerned many 
people have emphasised on unity 
of opposition. Leaders have said 
it too such as Pawar, Nitish, Lalu 
Prasad Yadav, Akhilesh Yadav 
have said so. So this will be the 
role of Congress to ensure that 
all the opposition parties move 
together.  
A: After party’s elections, 

what can be the strategy for 
the upcoming elections, who 
can work with whom, I don’t 
know. But our efforts will be 

focussed on moving with ev-
eryone together and create a 
strong Opposition which 
can fight BJP and RSS. To 
unite such Opposition, it is 
our intention from very early. 
That’s what I did when I was 
on the floor of Rajya Sabha 
and Lok Sabha. Through 
this only we have fought 
against inflation, unemploy-
ment, petrol and diesel and 
farmer’s issues. We fought 
on these issues together. So 
in future too. 

Today the government es-
pecially the BJP which works 
on the ideology of RSS is 
working to crush political 
parties, especially those 
who are politically active 
and those who don’t want 
to work as per their ideol-
ogy, BJP is finishing them. 
They scare them by regis-
tering economic offences 
cases against them, or reg-
ister any other case against 
them by finding any mis-
cellaneous cause. By doing 
this they have created their 
government in 6 states. Did 
the people support them? 
Despite not having anyone’s 
support they came to power 
by indulging in horse trad-
ing. When they didn’t get 
majority in Rajya Sabha they 
warned MPs and garnered 

their support. These people 
don’t believe in democracy 
and that’s why we have to 
unite and fight them. 

TDG Reporter:  Earlier it used 
to be that you first fight elections 
then choose the winner, but today 
in the era of social media when 
people are more literate, they are 
more interested in knowing that 
who will be our representatives. 

And if you are uniting the opposi-
tion then people would ask that 
who will be the face? 
A: We have to fight the elec-

tions together. As per our 
party’s Constitution whoever 
has the majority among our 
parliamentary leaders and 
MPs becomes the leader. 
This we will discuss in future 
in 2024. Right now I want to 
talk about the organisation. 
If we stay strong together 
as opposition, then we talk 
about the polls. And how 
much support we will get, 
rest of the process will be 
done according to that. 

TDG Reporter:  The BJP has 
put a big allegation against 
you that you who was loyal to 
the family, a rubber stamp was 
chosen to fight the nomination. 
A: Things like rubber 

stamps, work in their party. 
And we have seen how they 
choose people. People who 
work in their party are get-

ting cornered including 
the senior leaders. When 
it is about to happen they 
don’t consider the age factor, 
when it’s not they put them 
for ‘margdarshan’ and when 
it again happens they bring 
them out of this box. So we 
don’t need to take ‘margdar-
shan’ from such people. We 
don’t need to be scared of 
their criticisms.  We have 
relevance, we have worked 
for the country, its indepen-
dence, its unity, its constitu-
tion, we saved the democracy. 
But still they say that I am a 
rubber stamp, a remote con-
trol. First you look at your 
party then talk to others. 

TDG Reporter: On the day 
you filed your nomination pa-
pers, the supporters who were 
with you made it clear that who 
is going to win the election, then 
what’s the need of the campaign?
A: No matter what, cam-

paigning is important. Del-
egates want you to do cam-
paign. I am a candidate with 
the support of delegates and 
senior leaders. So it’s my duty 
to visit them in their states 
and talk to them. There are 
chances that not all of them 
would show up. But whoever 
shows up, it’s important to 
meet and talk to them includ-
ing the senior leaders. 
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Rana Ayyub

The Karnataka govern-
ment on Thursday 
said the High Court’s 

order upholding the ban on 
hijab in educational institu-
tions in the state will continue 
pending a final decision in 
the Supreme Court, which 
on Thursday pronounced a 
split verdict on appeals chal-
lenging the restriction on 
girls and women wearing the 
headscarves in schools and 
colleges.

State education minister 
BC Nagesh said that the ban 
on wearing hijab in educa-
tional institutions in the state 
will remain for now. Shortly 
after the Supreme Court de-
livered its split verdict, the 
minister said “we expect a 
better judgement,” stating 
that women worldwide are 
demanding to not wear hijab 
and burqa.

“As a democratic govern-
ment, we welcome whatever 
order we have received from 
the honourable Supreme 
Court. But we expected a 
better judgment because as 
you know - throughout the 
world - women are demand-
ing not to wear hijab and 
burka,” BC Nagesh said ad-
dressing a press conference 
on Thursday. “We welcome 

the Supreme Court verdict. 
Karnataka HC order remains 
applicable in the interim 
time. Theban on wearing of 
hijab in educational institu-
tions of the state remains,’ 
Nagesh said.

When asked about or-
ganisations supporting the 
wearing of the hijab in edu-
cational institutions, the Kar-
nataka minister said, “They 
will always want to split this 
society. They are using hijab 
to split the society.”

A two-judge bench of Jus-
tices Hemant Gupta and Sud-
hanshu Dhulia pronounced 
the judgement on Thursday.

While Justice Hemant 
Gupta stated that was a “di-
vergence of opinion” as he 
dismissed the bunch of pe-
titions against the March 15 
Karnataka High Court order 
on the hijab matter, Justice 
Sudhanshu Dhulia allowed 
the appeals and set aside the 
HC verdict. “It’s a matter of 
choice, nothing more noth-

ing less,” Justice Dhulia said 
while pronouncing the order.

Justice Gupta said, “There 
is a divergence of opinion. In 
my order, I have framed 11 
questions. First is whether 
the appeal should be referred 
to the Constitution Bench.”

Advocate Ezaz Maqbool, 
representing the petitioner, 
said that the matter will be 
placed before the Chief Jus-
tice of India and he will de-
cide whether a new bench 
will hear the matter or 
whether it gets referred to a 
larger bench.

The apex court had earlier 
reserved its order on various 
petitions challenging the 
Karnataka High Court’s up-
holding the ban on hijab in 
educational institutes. The 
arguments in the matter went 
on for 10 days during which 
21 lawyers from the petition-
ers’ side and Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta, Additional 
Solicitor General KM Nata-
raj, and Karnataka Advocate 
General Prabhuling Navadgi 
argued for the respondents.

The court was hearing 
various pleas challenging 
the Karnataka HC’s judge-
ment upholding the Karna-
taka government’s decision to 
direct educational institutes 
to prescribe uniforms in edu-
cational institutes.

BAN ON HIJAB TO CONTINUE IN KARNATAKA 
SCHOOLS, COLLEGES: MINISTER

VERDICT FOLLOW UP 

TDG NETWORK
DUMKA

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) has filed a prosecu-
tion complaint—equivalent 
to a charge sheet—against 
journalist Rana Ayyub in 
connection with its money 
laundering probe into al-
leged irregularities in 
funds collected by her for 
relief work, accusing her of 
launching three fundraiser 
campaigns on the “Ketto 
platform” starting in April 
2020, and collecting funds 
totalling Rs 2,69,44,680.

The campaigns were 
named “Help in raising 
funds for slum dwellers 
and farmers”; “Relief work 
for Assam, Bihar and Ma-
harashtra”; and “Help Rana 
Ayyub and her team to help 
those impacted by Covid19 in 
India,” said ED in its charge 

sheet filed in a special court 
in Uttar Pradesh’s Ghaziabad 
on Wednesday. The investi-
gation by ED revealed that 
the funds raised on the on-
line platforms were received 
in the accounts of Rana 
Ayyub’s father and sister and 
subsequently transferred to 
her personal accounts.

ED said that Rana Ayyub 
utilised these funds to cre-
ate a fixed deposit of Rs 50 
lakh for herself and also 

transferred Rs 50 lakh to a 
new bank account. The ED 
investigation also revealed 
that only approximately Rs 
29 lakh was used for relief 
work. “In order to claim 
more expenses towards 
relief work, fake bills were 
submitted by Rana Ayyub. 
Subsequently, bank balanc-
es in the accounts of Rana 
Ayyub amounting to Rs 
1,77,27,704 (including fixed 
deposits of Rs 50 lakh) were 
attached under section 5(1) 
of the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act vide a pro-
visional attachment order 
dated February 4, this year,” 
the EF said in a statement.

The investigation by the 
ED further revealed that 
Rana Ayyub illegally raised 
Rs 2.69 crore by launching 
three online campaigns 
in the name of charity by 

cheating the general public 
donors. The ED said these 
funds were not used for 
the intended purpose but 
instead were used for the 
creation of assets for herself.

“Rana Ayyub has tried 
to project these funds as 
untainted and thus has 
laundered the funds received 
from the general public. She 
also received these funds 
from foreign countries 
without any approval or 
registration from the gov-
ernment, which is required 
under Foreign Contribution 
Regulation Act, 2010,” the 
ED said.

ED Investigation has es-
tablished that Rana Ayyub 
had launched “these cam-
paigns with the sole inten-
tion of cheating the general 
public and acquiring pro-
ceeds of crime in the form of 

fixed deposits and balances 
in bank accounts, projecting 
them as untainted”.

The ED had initiated a 
money laundering investiga-
tion on the basis of an FIR 
registered on September 7 
last year by the Indirapuram 
Police Station, Ghaziabad, 
under various sections 
of IPC 1860, Information 
Technology Amendment Act 
2008 and Black Money Act 
against Rana Ayyub, alleg-
ing that she illegally acquired 
funds from the general pub-
lic in the name of charity by 
launching fund-raiser cam-
paigns on an online crowd-
funding platform-’Ketto’.

It was also alleged that 
Rana Ayyub is a journalist 
by profession and received 
foreign contributions with-
out registration under 
FCRA.

ED files chargesheet against journalist 
Rana Ayyub in money laundering case

INVESTIGATION
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ANALYSIS ON HIJAB CASE

The Supreme Court’s di-
vision bench passing a 
split verdict in the Hijab 
case (Aishat Shifa versus 
State of Karnataka SLP(c) 
5236/2022 and connected 
cases) is a classic case where 
the Hon’ble Justices have 
agreed to disagree, laying 
down their reasoned opinion 
about the issue which had 
suddenly snowballed into a 
national issue.

In light of the divergence of 
opinion, the matter now has 
to be placed before the Chief 
Justice of India for appro-
priate directions. This, in a 
sense, highlights the unique-
ness of the Indian judicial 
system while underlining 
the pulls and pressures that 
characterise our democracy. 
The Supreme Court bench 
comprising Justices Hemant 
Gupta and Sudhanshu Dhu-
lia had reserved its judge-
ment on the pleas against 
the Karnataka High Court 
judgement refusing to lift 
the ban on the hijab on 22 
September after hearing ar-
guments for 10 days.

In their reasoned verdict, 
while Justice Gupta has 
clearly given greater primacy 
to discipline, Justice Dhulia 
has strongly said that disci-
pline can’t be at the cost of 
freedom.

Justice Hemant Gupta dis-
missed the 26 appeals filed 
against the judgment of 
the Karnataka High Court 
which held that hijab was 
not an essential practice of 
Islam and allowed the ban 
on wearing headscarves in 
educational institutions in 

the State. In his judgment, 
Justice Gupta framed 11 is-
sues and answered all the 
questions against the ap-
peals. Expressing the diver-
gence in his opinion, Justice 
Sudhanshu Dhulia set aside 
the Karnataka High Court 
judgment and held that the 
entire concept of essential 
religious practice was not 
essential to the dispute. «It›s 
a matter of choice, nothing 
more, nothing less,” he said.

The High Court took a 
wrong path. It is ultimately 
a matter of choice and Ar-
ticle 14 and 19. It is a matter 
of choice, nothing more and 
nothing less, he said. Justice 
Dhulia said that the foremost 
question on his mind was the 
education of the girl child.

“Are we making her life 
any better? That was a ques-
tion in my mind...I have 
quashed the Government 
Order of February 5 and 
have ordered the removal of 
the restrictions...I have held 
that the judgment in Bijoe 
Emmanuel squarely covers 
the issue.

The verdict came after 
hearing all parties over a 
10-day-long period. Senior 
Advocates Dr Rajeev Dha-
van, Kapil Sibal, Dushyant 
Dave, Huzefa Ahmadi, San-
jay Hegde, Salman Khurshid, 
Devadatt Kamat, Yusuf Muc-
chala, AM Dhar, Adithya 
Sondhi, Jayna Kothari, Co-
lin Gonsalves, Advocates 
Prashant Bhushan, Nizam 
Pasha etc, made arguments 
for the petitioners.

The Solicitor-General of 
India Tushar Mehta and 

Attorney-General of Kar-
nataka Prabhuling Navadgi 
appeared for the State de-
fending the High Court 
verdict. Senior Advocates 
R. Venkataramani, Dama 
Seshadri Naidu, V. Mohana 
made arguments for College 
Development Committees/
Teachers in support of the 
hijab ban. Justice Dhulia 
said: “Among the many fac-
ets of our Constitution, one 
is Trust. Our Constitution is 
also a document of trust. It is 
the trust the minorities have 
reposed upon the majority.

“One of the best sights in 
India today, is of a girl child 
leaving for her school in the 
morning, with her school bag 
on her back. She is our hope, 
our future. But it is also a fact 
that it is much more difficult 
for a girl child to get an edu-
cation, as compared to her 
brothers. It is necessary to 
have discipline in schools. 
But discipline not at the cost 
of freedom, not at the cost of 
dignity. Asking a pre-univer-
sity schoolgirl to take off her 
hijab at her school gate, is an 
invasion on her privacy and 
dignity.

“It is clearly violative of the 
Fundamental Right given to 
her under Article 19(1)(a) and 
21 of the Constitution of In-
dia. This right to her dignity 
and her privacy she carries 
in her person, even inside 
her school gate or when she 
is in her classroom.”

Justice Gupta, on the other 
hand, said clearly: “Secular-
ism is applicable to all citi-
zens, therefore, permitting 
one religious community to 
wear their religious symbols 
would be antithesis to secu-
larism. Thus, the Govern-
ment Order cannot be said 
to be against the ethic of 
secularism or to the objective 
of the Karnataka Education 
Act, 1983.

“The schools run by the 
State are open for admis-
sion irrespective of any re-
ligion, race, caste, language 
or any of them. Even the Act 

mandates that the students 
would be admitted with-
out any restriction on such 
grounds. “However, the stu-
dents are required to follow 
the discipline of the school 
in the matter of uniform. 
They have no right to be in 
the school in violation of 
the mandate of the uniform 
prescribed under the Statute 
and the Rules. “The Consti-
tutional goal of fraternity 
would be defeated if the stu-
dents are permitted to carry 
their apparent religious 
symbols with them to the 
classroom. “The religious 
belief cannot be carried to 
a secular school maintained 
out of State funds. It is open 
to the students to carry their 
faith in a school which per-
mits them to wear Hijab or 
any other mark, may be ti-
lak, which can be identified 
to a person holding a par-
ticular religious belief but 
the State is within its juris-
diction to direct that the ap-
parent symbols of religious 
beliefs cannot be carried to 
school maintained by the 
State from the State funds.”

Clearly, the Hon’ble Jus-
tices have recognised the 
many, seemingly contradic-
tory, issues that have come 
out in this debate. Free-
dom, Discipline, Privacy, 
Fundamental rights and 
their wide-ranging impact 
with ramifications across 
the country have forced the 
Hon’ble Justices to take op-
posing stances. While the 
last word is yet to be heard 
on the topic, what is clear is 
that various political parties 
and social groups will con-
tinue to keep the fire going, 
keeping their own compul-
sions and, often, conflict-
ing agendas in mind. Now 
it is up to the Chief Justice’s 
bench to the last words in 
this very contentious debate.

Masud Karim is a Senior Advo-
cate of the Calcutta High Court. 
Suprotim Mukherjee is a senior 
journalist.

Hon’ble Justices agree to disagree 
on discipline vs freedom debate
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SENA VS SENA APPEAL

HIGH IN THE SKY

ASSAM FLOODS

The Shiv Sena faction led by 
Uddhav Thackeray wrote to 
the Election Commission on 
Thursday, objecting to its recent 
decisions regarding the two fac-
tions ahead of the East Andheri 
bypoll next month.

In a letter, Thackeray’s law-
yer said that several commu-
nications and actions by ECI 
have given rise to a “serious ap-
prehension of bias in the mind 
of the respondent” (Uddhav 
Thackeray faction). Eknath 
Shinde took oath as Chief Min-
ister earlier this year following 
a split in the Shiv Sena. The two 
groups are fighting over the 
Shiv Sena’s “bow and arrow” 
symbol, which the Election 
Commission has frozen ahead 
of the East Andheri by giving 
them new names and symbols. 
The poll panel on Tuesday al-
lotted the “two swords and 
shield symbol” to the Eknath 
Shinde faction of Shiv Sena and 

allotted ‘Balasahebanchi Shiv 
Sena’ (Balasaheb’s Shiv Sena) 
as its name ahead of the bypoll.

The faction led by Uddhav 
Thackeray was allotted the 
‘flaming torch’ (mashaal) elec-
tion symbol and the name of 
‘ShivSena-Uddhav Balasaheb 
Thackeray’.

The poll panel had earlier 
barred the rival groups from 
using the symbol “bow and 
arrow”. The letter by the Ud-
dhav Thackeray faction raised 
objections against recent deci-
sions in the matter of allotment 
of interim election symbols and 
names to the party.

“The respondent’s appre-
hension was confirmed when 
he came to know that the pe-
titioner had also very tellingly 
given the same first choice of 
name and the same first and 
second choice of symbol as the 
respondent, thus, effectively 
precluding the respondent 
from being allotted his first 
choice of name and the first and 

second choice of symbol.
“This could not have hap-

pened but for the fact that the 
Commission shared a privi-
leged communication from the 
respondent on its public web-
site. This one sided and unfair 
disclosure gave the petitioner 
information that he immedi-
ately used to his advantage by 
ensuring that his preferences 
regarding name and symbol 
blocked the respondent from 
being allotted his first prefer-
ence,” the letter said. “It is also 
curious that while the letter 
allocating the symbol of Flam-
ing Torch to the petitioner was 
uploaded on the website of the 
Commission without publica-
tion of the image of the symbol, 
the letter allocating a symbol 
to the respondent contained a 
large pictorial representation 
of the symbol, thus effectively 
communicating to the voters’ 
elections. The same is again 
giving an unfair advantage to 
the petitioner,” it addded.

A SpiceJet aircraft on Wednes-
day landed safely at Hyder-
abad’s Rajiv Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport after smoke 
was detected in the cockpit, 
the Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) informed.

The plane, a SpiceJet Q400 
aircraft VT-SQB (Goa-Hyder-
abad), was carrying over 86 
people onboard, and they 
landed safely at the airport 
and disembarked through the 
emergency exit. However, one 
passenger sustained minor 
scratches on his feet while leav-
ing the aircraft. The aircraft 
landed safely, and passengers 
disembarked at the L1 taxiway 
through the emergency exit. 
One passenger sustained mi-
nor scratches on his feet while 
leaving the plane, DGCA said, 
adding that all passengers dis-
embarked safely. The DGCA 

has ordered a detailed probe 
into the incident.

The pilot of flight SG 3735 
noticed smoke and alerted the 
Air Traffic Controller (ATC), 
who in turn alerted the ground 
staff. The plane made a safe 
landing on Wednesday night, 
the DGCA spokesperson said.

“SpiceJet Q400 aircraft op-
erating from Goa to Hyderabad 
landed safely at its destination 
on October 12 after smoke 
was detected in the cabin dur-
ing descent. Passengers were 
safely disembarked,” SpiceJet’s 
spokesperson said.

In recent incidents, seri-
ous safety issues have been 

reported, including cracks in 
the windshield, water seepage 
in the Mumbai-Jalpur flight, 
failure of fuel indicator and fire 
in the engine of a Patna-bound 
flight from Delhi.

SpiceJet is facing a lot of 
criticism regarding safety rea-
sons. The recent incidents with 
SpiceJet have made passengers 
question the safety of the air-
line. In fact, the aviation regu-
lator, the Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation (DGCA), directed 
SpiceJet to operate only 50 per 
cent of its flights for its summer 
schedule. SpiceJet assured the 
passengers that this would not 
affect their flight services.

The situation in Assam’s Dhemaji 
continues to remain grim on Thurs-
day as nearly 39,000 people have been 
affected by the deluge caused by the 
flood.

The current wave of flooding has 
affected as many as 76 villages under 
the four revenue circles-- Dhemaji, 

Jonai, Sissiborgaon, and Gogamukh, 
as the torrential rainfall in Assam and 
Arunachal Pradesh submerged sever-
al “new areas,” thus raising the water 
level of many rivers in the district. As 
15 villages under the Gogamukh reve-
nue circle are currently affected due to 
the deluge, many villagers of the area 
are compelled to leave their homes af-
ter the flood water entered their hous-

es. These people are currently taking 
shelter with domesticated animals in 
higher lands and safer places.

“The flood waters submerged our 
croplands. We are now facing a lot of 
problems due to the flood. Several vil-
lages in the area are currently under-
water,” said a flood-affected villager, 
Mantu Nath. Flood waters have sub-
merged 2,838.40 hectares of cropland 

in the Dhemaji district, according to 
the Assam State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (ASDMA).

On the other hand, at least 10 vil-
lages in the Jiadhal area, namely Dihiri 
Chapori, Dihiri Kachari, Tingharia, 
No 2 Changmai Daloni, No 3 Kamal-
pur, Azarabari, Tinsukia Kekuri, and 
Dihiri Lepong, have been affected due 
to these floods.

A mentally-challenged Class 10 
student on Thursday moved a 
petition to the Delhi High Court 
seeking directions against the 
New Delhi Municipal Council 
(NDMC) to provide him with a 
special educator. The petition-
er student sought to provide 
direction to the respondent 
NDMC to recruit and post a 
minimum of two special educa-
tors in all the schools run by it. 

UDDHAV FACTION WRITES TO EC ON 
PARTY SYMBOL, NAME : ALLEGES BIAS

HYDERABAD-BOUND SPICEJET FLIGHT DETECTS 
SMOKE MID-AIR, DGCA ORDERS PROBE

SITUATION IN DHEMAJI STILL DIRE, 39000 PEOPLE AFFECTED

KARNATAKA DEPLOYS HEAVY SECURITY 
IN SENSITIVE AREAS AFTER VERDICT 
BENGALURU: Following a split verdict by the Su-
preme Court on Thursday on the petitions challenging 
the hijab ban in the southern state of Karnataka at 
educational institutions, Karnataka Home Minister 
Araga Jnanendra said that additional police per-
sonnel have been deployed in sensitive areas. The 
Karnataka Home Minister said that the apex court 
placed the appeals before the Chief Justice of India 
for the constitution of a larger bench and further 
decision will be taken by the CJI. “The case has been 
transferred to the CJI bench. It depends on what the 
CJI decides on the matter. We are waiting for the 
judgement of the Supreme Court. We have taken 
enough security measures and have deployed ad-
ditional police personnel in sensitive areas,” he said.
He further said, “There are two different judgements. 
One judge has rejected the plea of petitioners and 
another judge has nullified the order of the Karnataka 
High Court. The ball is now in CJI’s court and we are 
looking forward to the outcome.”

STUDENT MOVES HC 
OVER DEMAND FOR 
SPECIAL EDUCATOR
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Kartikeya Sharma preparing for his speech.
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INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION MEET 2022: DAY 3
IPU ELECTION 

Being a member would mean 
a lot to India: Aparajita Sarangi

MP Aparajita Sa-
rangi won the 
election for the 

post of Member of Execu-
tive Committee of Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU), 
on Thursday had a chat with 
TDG in respect of India’s po-
sition in IPU.

She said, “For the past two 
decades, India had not been 
a member of the Executive 
committee of the IPU Inter 
Parliamentary Union and 
as we know there are 15 
members on the executive 

committee. Now India be-
ing a member would mean 
a lot to India and to all the 
aspirational countries like 
India.”

India got 12 votes out of 18. 
Aparajita Sarangi defeated 
Fadli Zon, MP from Parlia-
ment of Indonesia.

While talking about India, 
she added, “We are all de-
veloping countries, we are 
trying to move forward and 
the way you know, India 
is making rapid strides on 
all frontiers. I am sure we 
would be a developed coun-
try in course of time. We are 

the largest democracy in the 
world and we are the fastest 
growing economy. We are 
the 5th largest economy and 
things are extremely posi-
tive as far as governance in 

India is concerned under 
the leadership of Prime 
Minister Modi.”

Talking about the IPU 
she said that as far as the 
Inter parliamentary union 
is concerned, there are 178 
nations and 14 associate 
members who are work-
ing together for goals like 
promotion of peace in the 
world, democratic gover-
nance in the world, climate 
change, and sustainability 
of development, youth em-
powerment and women 
upliftment. “These are very 
crucial issues,” she added.

TDG NETWORK
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MP Aparajita Sarangi

Deputy Chairman Harivansh with MP Kartikeya Sharma at the IPU Assembly.

MP Kartikeya Sharma at the Day 3 session .

German delegate Maria Butina with MP Sharma. 

NEW PLAN

Indian Railways is plan-
ning to introduce super-
fast parcel services keep-
ing in mind the objective of 
capturing additional high-
value and time-sensitive 
cargoes. Special types of 
cargo are presently being 
transported through other 
modes of transport. The 
Ministry of Railways said 
in a statement on Thurs-
day that “These services 

are being planned via new 
‘Freight EMU rolling-stock 
built on the Vande-Bharat 
platform, the first rake of 
which is likely to be intro-
duced into service very 
soon.”

Based on the interactions 
with some of the potential 
customers, the first ser-
vice is being introduced 
between the Delhi-NCR 
region and the Mumbai 
region. “Necessary infra-
structure and facilities at 
the identified terminals 

may be created in a time-
bound manner, within the 
next three weeks,” it added.

For the successful launch 
of such trains, Zonal Rail-
ways are requested to iden-
tify and interact with the 
potential customers at the 
Zonal/Divisional level and 
to identify the terminals for 
running the initial services, 
ensure that necessary in-
frastructure and facilities, 
required to run freight 
EMU services, are available 
at the identified terminals, 

and decide the timetable 
for services in consultation 
with the respective Zonal 
Railways. Other poten-
tial routes for the running 
of subsequent services of 
Freight EMUS may also be 
identified in consultation 
with potential customers 
and other stakeholders and 
may be communicated to 
this office. The rate struc-
ture of freight EMU ser-
vices is being worked out, 
and will be communicated 
in due course.

VANDE BHARAT-BASED FREIGHT SERVICES 
SOON, 1ST TRAIN ON DELHI-MUMBAI ROUTE
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

PERMISSION GRANTED

The Delhi High Court has 
allowed a Dubai-based 
businessman, Manan Goel, 
whose company was ac-
cused of fraud to the tune 
of Rs 300 crore, to travel 
abroad and suspended the 
Look Out Circular (LOC) 
issued by the Bank of Baro-
da against him.

While travelling to Lon-
don, the businessman was 
apprehended at Delhi air-
port in October 2021, on 
the basis of an LOC issued 
by the Bank of Baroda. Fol-
lowing the incident, Goel 
knocked on the door of the 
Delhi High Court and chal-
lenged the LOC against 
him. He recently ap-
proached the High Court 

seeking permission to 
travel abroad to the United 
Kingdom for a period of ap-
proximately two months.

After considering the 
submission made by both 
parties, the bench of Justice 
Yashwant Verma in an or-
der passed last week said, 
“I am inclined to suspend 
the LOC for a short period 
and consequently grant 
permission to the petition-
er to travel to the UK till 
November 30, 2022.”

“Having considered the 
submissions of the counsel 
for the parties and perused 
the record, I find that it is 
an admitted position that 
till date there is no FIR 
against the petitioner in 
respect of the purported 
dues of the company. It is 
also not denied that there 

is no allegation against the 
petitioner of his not coop-
erating with the investiga-
tion,” the Court said.

The bench, while sus-
pending the LOC issued 
against the businessman, 
imposed the condition that 
the petitioner shall furnish 
security for a sum of Rs 5 
crores to the satisfaction of 
the Registrar General of the 
Court.

The counsel appearing 
for the Bank of Baroda 
vehemently opposed the 
application and submitted 
that the petitioner’s com-
pany account has been de-
clared a fraud by the bank 
and the amount of fraud 
committed is more than 
Rs 300 Crores. He also 
objected to the request for 
suspension of the LOC.

Advocate Rhythm Ag-
garwal and Advocate Talib 
Khan, appearing for the pe-
titioner, submitted that the 
petitioner has challenged 
the Office Memorandum 
issued by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs which em-
powers banks to issue the 
lookout circulars.

Advocate Rhythm Aggar-
wal argued that the circu-
lar had granted the banks 
the powers to issue Look 
Out Circulars, which can 
only be issued by an Inves-
tigating Agency, and grant-
ing the said rights to a bank 
is arbitrary and being mis-
used by them. Moreover, 
the LOC is issued against 
her client based on a loan 
in the UAE for which the 
LOC is arbitrarily opened 
in India. 

Delhi HC suspends bank look out circular 
against Manan Goel, allows travel abroad
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI
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Haryana State Vigilance 
Bureau has caught a Head 
Constable of the state Home 
Guard red-handed while ac-
cepting a bribe of Rs 85,000 
in lieu of recruitment of a 
person as a volunteer.

Sharing the informa-
tion here on Wednesday, 
a spokesperson informed 
that the arrested Head Con-
stable has been identified 
as Parbhudayal. The other 
two who have been booked 
in this case are Home Guard 
Platoon Commander Vinod 
Kumar and Centre Com-
mander Rajesh Kumar 
Bumra. All three are posted 

in the Sirsa district. The 
complainant, a resident of 
Village Tikri in district Sirsa 
alleged that the accused HC 
and co-accused were de-
manding bribes in lieu of 
recruiting him as a Home 
Guard volunteer in the State 
Home Guard Department.

Upon receiving the com-
plaint, a team was formed 
that laid a trap and arrested 
the accused Head Constable 
for accepting a bribe of Rs 
85,000 from the complain-
ant.

A case under the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act was 
registered against the trio 
and further investigation is 
underway. (ANI)

CAUGHT RED-HANDED

HARYANA HOME GUARD 
HELD FOR TAKING BRIBE

The issue of Satluj-Yamuna 
Link (SYL) between Hary-
ana and Punjab still re-
mains unsolved for decades 
and in a bid to resolve the 
issue of river water share, 
Haryana and Punjab Chief 
Ministers will meet on Oc-
tober 14 on the issue of SYL 
Canal. Discussions will 
be held to address this is-
sue in meeting, which is 
scheduled to begin at 11.30 
am. The Chief Minister 
of Haryana, Manohar Lal 
and the Chief Minister of 
Punjab, Bhagwant Mann 
will be present in the 
meeting. Amid this and 
ahead of meeting Haryana 
claimed that  due to non-
availability of this water, 
the groundwater level in 

South-Haryana is also go-
ing down considerably. Due 
to non-construction of SYL, 
farmers of Haryana irrigate 
by using expensive diesel 
and running tubewells with 
electricity, which incurs an 
additional burden of Rs. 
100 crore to Rs. 150 crore 
every year. Due to non-for-
mation of SYL in Punjab re-
gion, the irrigation potential 
created to irrigate 10 lakh 
acres in Haryana is lying 
idle. Additionally, the state 
also bears the loss of 42 lakh 
tonnes of food grains every 
year. Haryana would have 
generated an additional 130 
lakh tonnes of food grains 
and other crops had SYL 
been established in 1983 in 
accordance with the 1981 
agreement. The total value 
of this agricultural produce 
at the rate of 15,000 per 

tonne is Rs. 19,500 crore.
Haryana is continuously 

demanding the share in 
SYL water stating that tye 
residents of Haryana have 
the right over SYL water 
and he is affirmative that 
they will definitely get their 
right. SYL water is very im-
portant for Haryana. Now 
it is necessary to fix a time 
line in this matter, so that 
the availability of water to 
the farmers of Haryana can 
be ensured. He expressed 
optimism that this crucial 
meeting, scheduled for Fri-
day, will draw some positive 
solution.

Regarding this, Manohar 
Lal, the Chief Minister of 
Haryana said that It is well 
known that despite two Su-
preme Court judgments, 
Punjab has not completed 
the construction of SYL.

WATER SHARING DISPUTE

HARYANA, PUNJAB CMS TO MEET 
OVER SYL CANAL ISSUE TODAY
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

TOP OF THE DAY

PRIYANKA TO 
ADDRESS RALLY 
IN HIMACHAL ON 
FRIDAY
New Delhi: With the 2022 
Assembly election in Him-
achal Pradesh around the 
corner, Congress general 
secretary Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra will kick-start the 
election campaign in Him-
achal Pradesh for the state 
assembly polls on Friday. 
She will start the cam-
paign by addressing the 

‘Parivartan Pratigya Rally’ 
in the Solan district of Hi-
machal Pradesh on Friday. 
This is the first time that 
the Congress leader will 
be addressing a “maha 
rally” in the poll-bound 
State. Taking to Twitter, 
the Himachal Pradesh 
Congress Committee 
(HPCC) informed that this 
rally of Priyanka Gandhi 
will officially mark the 
beginning of the party’s 
election campaign in the 
state.

KOLKATA POLICE 
BUSTS FIREARMS 
RACKET IN MUNGER, 
4 ARRESTED
Kolkata: A team of Special 
Task Force, Kolkata Police 
arrested four people and 
busted firearms and 
a counterfeit currency 
racket. “On the basis of 
specific information, last 
night intercepted one 
notorious Munger-based 
improvised firearms 
and Counterfeit cur-
rency racketeer named Md. 
Imtiyaz alias Abbu along 
with his son and two of his 
Kolkata-based close as-
sociates from near Sinthee, 
Kolkata under Sinthee PS 
area,” Kolkata Police said 
in a statement. “During 
search one iron-made 
improvised carbine with a 
dual magazine, 10 pieces 
of iron made improvised 
semifinished pistol body 
and high quality counter-
feit Indian currency notes 
amounting to Rs 50,000 
were recovered and seized 
from their possession,” 
stated Kolkata Police. 
The accused has been 
identified as Md Imtiyaz 
(40), Md. Sahil Mallik (19), 
Indrajeet Sharma (24), 
Vickey Prasad (35).

TN AGREES FOR 
RELEASE OF 
CONVICTS OF RAJIV 
KILLING CASE 
New Delhi: The Tamil 
Nadu government on 
Thursday in the Supreme 
Court recommended the 
pre-mature release of 
Nalini Sriharan and RP 
Ravichandran, convicts 
who are serving life im-
prisonment in connection 
with the assassination of 
former Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi. Tamil Nadu 
government in its affidavit 
said that its 2018 aid and 
advice for the remission of 
their life sentence is bind-
ing upon the Governor. 
Nalini and Ravichandran 
have approached the apex 
court seeking release 
from the prison-like fel-
low convict AG Perariva-
lan. Tamil Nadu govern-
ment said that in the 
cabinet meeting held on 
9 September, it had con-
sidered mercy petitions 
of seven convicts in the 
Rajiv Gandhi assassina-
tion case and resolved to 
recommend the Governor 
for the remission of their 
life sentences invoking 
the power granted under 
Article 161 of the Consti-
tution.

Himachal Pradesh Congress 
President MP Pratibha 
Singh has termed Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
visit to Una and Chamba an 
election gimmick.

She has said that the 
countdown of BJP in the 
state has started after the 
bye-election results. Prat-
ibha Singh, in a statement 
here today, said, “the gov-
ernment is misusing the 
power and openly misusing 
government money. The 
state has been brought to a 
standstill by bringing it to 
economic bankruptcy.”

“Just before the elections, 
the Chief Minister is getting 
the Prime Minister to inau-
gurate and lay the founda-

tion stones in a hurry, it is 
clear that the BJP in the state 
is terribly scared about the 
election results. BJP is try-
ing to take political advan-
tage of this in the assembly 
elections,” the statement 
added.

She said that during this 
tenure of five years, the 
Chief Minister did not take 
any care of the develop-
ment schemes. She added 
that seeing the power going 
out of hand, BJP is now try-
ing to mislead the people of 
the state. Singh claimed that 
at present the state is going 
through a serious finan-
cial crisis. Liabilities worth 
crores are pending with the 
government. The govern-
ment does not even have 
money to pay salaries to the 
employees.

OPPOSING VISIT 

HIMACHAL CONGRESS 
PRESIDENT TERMS PM’S VISIT 
TO AS ELECTION GIMMICK

 
The Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) has demanded 
a Central Bureau of In-
vestigation probe into 
alleged irregularities 
in outsourced recruit-
ment amounting to Rs 
994 crores in Himachal 
Pradesh.

While addressing a 
press conference, AAP 
Himachal Pradesh chief 
Surjit Thakur accused 
Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Jai Ram Thakur 
of a scam in providing 
contract jobs. “Under the 
patronage of Chief Minis-
ter Jai Ram Thakur, there 
has been a scam of more 
than 994 crores rupees in 
outsourced recruitment. 
The government has done 
a scam to give benefit the 

ministers and the min-
isters’ nears and dears. 
We demand a CBI probe 
in the matter and the cul-
prits should be put behind 
bars,” Thakur said.

“The scam came to light 
from the data collected to 
formulate policies for out-
sourced personnel work-
ing in government depart-
ments. The data revealed 
that out of 125 companies 
that outsourced employ-
ment to 27633 youth of the 
state, 110 are fake compa-
nies. It proves that there 
has been a scam of billions 
of rupees in the matter,” 
Thakur further said.

Surjit Thakur further 
claimed that the AAP 
government in Delhi had 
stopped contractual em-
ployment and people are 
recruited directly in a 
transparent manner.

SCAM?

AAP DEMANDS CBI PROBE INTO “RECRUITMENT 
IRREGULARITIES” IN HIMACHAL

AIR POLLUTION

700 STUBBLE FIRES IN 
PUNJAB THIS YEAR SO 
FAR: MINISTER
 

As many as 700 incidents of 
stubble burning reported in 
Punjab so far this year, said 
the state’s Agriculture Min-
ister Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal 
on Wednesday.

“This year 700 incidents 
of stubble burning reported 
so far as compared to over 
2,500 incidents during the 
same time in previous years. 
I had spoken to ‘Jathedar’ of 
Shri Akal Takht Sahib for 
his intervention by issuing 
an appeal to farmers to not 
burn stubble,” Dhaliwal said.

He said that Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann had 
meetings with farmers over 
the issue.

“We are constantly trying 
that the stubble should not 
be burnt at least in Punjab. 
All the officials have been 
told that there will be no FIR 
against the farmers. But we 
believe that the farmers will 
avoid stubble burning. We 
are also working in the di-
rection to ensure stubble be-
comes an additional source 
of income for the farmers 
in the coming days,” added 
Dhaliwal.

Last week, Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann 
said that the state govern-
ment is committed to bailing 
out the farmers of the state 
from any sort of natural ca-
lamity and efforts are being 
made for paddy straw man-
agement. The Chief Minister, 

during a meeting with the 
farmers here at Punjab Bha-
wan, said that the state gov-
ernment is not leaving any 
stone unturned for this cause.

He also informed the 
farmers that the state gov-
ernment is making an all-out 
effort for paddy straw man-
agement.

“The farmers should sup-
port the state government for 
this noble cause by not burn-
ing the paddy straw. It is the 
need of the hour for protect-
ing the environment of the 
state,” said CM Mann.

Last month, Union Min-
ister for Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare Narendra 
Singh Tomar called upon the 
state governments of Punjab, 
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and 
NCT of Delhi to strive for 
achieving zero stubble burn-
ing in the very near future.

He promised all central 
help to achieve this mission.

Tomar had said, Rs 600 
crore was already provided 
to the States this financial 
year and they have an un-
spent amount of Rs 300 
Crore, which should be uti-
lized properly. Moreover, 
about 2 lakh machines have 
been made available to the 
States. The Minister said, 
the Centre and the con-
cerned States should jointly 
evolve long-term planning 
and must undertake multi-
pronged activities to achieve 
the target of Zero Stubble 
Burning within a specified 
time frame. (ANI)

AJEET KUMAR SRIVASTAVA
CHANDIGARH

 On a day when the Supreme 
Court delivered a split verdict 
on the hijab ban in Karnataka, 
Haryana Home Minister Anil 
Vij on Thursday refrained to 
comment on the decision of 
the apex court which referred 
the issue to the larger bench, 
adding that men have to keep 
their intentions in check and 
women should be “freed” 
from wearing the hijab.

Speaking to ANI, Vij said, 
“Don’t want to comment on 
the Supreme Court verdict 
but I think women were 
covered up so men don’t de-
velop ill intentions. It means 

fault lies within men. They 
should keep their intentions 
in check.” He further said 
that today voice has been 
raised against Hijab all over 
the world and it should be ac-
cepted. “Women in Iran are 
burning hijab, voices being 

raised in France. It is voice of 
the hour Let women roam 
according to their wish,” he 
added. Earlier taking to Twit-
ter, the Haryana Home Min-
ister said that the men who 
could not control their excite-
ment upon seeing women 

forced women to wear hijab.
“The men who could not 

control their excitement upon 
seeing women forced women 
to wear hijab. The need was 
to strengthen their mind, but 
the punishment was given to 
the women, they were cov-
ered from head to toe. This is 
a grave injustice,” Vij said in a 
tweet in Hindi.

A two-judge bench of Jus-
tices Hemant Gupta and Sud-
hanshu Dhulia pronounced 
the judgement today. While 
Justice Hemant Gupta stated 
that was a “divergence of 
opinion” as he dismissed the 
bunch of petitions against the 
March 15 Karnataka High 
Court order on the hijab mat-

ter, Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia 
allowed the appeals and set 
aside the HC verdict.

“It’s a matter of choice, noth-
ing more nothing less,” Justice 
Dhulia said while pronounc-
ing the order.

Justice Gupta said, “There 
is a divergence of opinion. In 
my order, I have framed 11 
questions. First is whether 
the appeal should be referred 
to the Constitution Bench.” 
Advocate Ezaz Maqbool, rep-
resenting the petitioner said 
that the matter will be placed 
before the Chief Justice of In-
dia and he will decide wheth-
er a new bench will hear the 
matter or the matter gets re-
ferred to a larger bench.
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AFTER SC`S DECISION

Women should be ‘freed’ from wearing hijab: Vij

 IN POLL-BOUND STATE

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who launched several 
projects related to pharma, 
education and connectivity 
in Una, said on Thursday 
that the festival of Diwali has 
arrived eraly for Himachal 
Pradesh.

Addressing a public rally 
here, PM Modi said, “The 
festival of Diwali has arrived 
early for Una and Himachal 
Pradesh. I am happy to an-
nounce gifts worth rupees 
several thousand crores to 
Himachal before Dhanteras 
and Diwali. Today I flagged 
off the inaugural run of the 
new Vande Bharat train. 
This is the fourth Vande 
Bharat train to be introduced 
in the country.” Attack-
ing the Congress, he said, 
“I remember the condition 
of Himachal. No develop-
ment was there. The earlier 
governments in Himachal 
and those sitting in Delhi 
also remained indifferent 
in fulfilling the needs of you 
people. They could never 
understand your hopes and 
aspirations.”

Prime Minister said it is 
the BJP government that is 
working towards the aspira-
tion of the people and build-
ing new infrastructure.

PM Modi, who laid the 
foundation of Bulk Drug 
Park here today said the 
pharma park will attract 
investment of around Rs 
2,000 crore. “Medicines will 
become cheaper when both, 
raw materials and produc-
tion, will be made in Him-
achal Pradesh,” he said.

He said the BJP govern-

ment not just fulfilling the 
needs of the people of the 
20th century, but is also 

bringing the modern facili-
ties of the 21st century to ev-
ery door in Himachal.

“Development of rural 
roadways, availability of 
water supply and healthcare 
facilities along with progress 
in digital infrastructure has 
always been the top prior-
ity of the government. New 
India is overcoming the chal-
lenges of the past and grow-
ing rapidly,” he said.

Highlighting the develop-
ment of rural infrastructure, 
PM Modi said that rural 
roads are being constructed 
in Himachal at double the 
speed, while connectivity to 
Gram Panchayats is also be-
ing provided at a rapid pace.

With an aim to give further 
impetus to the pharmaceu-
tical sector, PM Modi on 
Thursday laid the founda-
tion stone of Bulk Drug Park 
in Una, Himachal Pradesh.

According to the Prime 
Minister’s Office (PMO), the 
Drug Park will be built at a 
cost of over Rs 1,900 crore. 
The Park will help reduce 

dependence on active phar-
maceutical ingredient (API) 
imports.

It is expected to attract 
investment of around Rs 
10,000 crores and provide 
employment to more than 
20,000 people. It will also 
give a fillip to economic ac-
tivities in the region, said 
the PMO statement.

PM Modi also launched 
the Indian Institute of In-
formation Technology (IIIT) 
Una. Its foundation stone 
was laid by the Prime Min-
ister in 2017.

Earlier today, PM Modi 
flagged off Vande Bharat 
Express from Una railway 
station during his visit to 
the mountain state.

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Jairam Thakur, 
Railways Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw and Union min-
ister and Hamirpur MP 
Anurag Thakur were also 
present on the occasion.

According to Prime Minis-
ter’s Office (PMO), running 
from Amb Andaura to New 
Delhi, it is the fourth Vande 
Bharat train that has been 
introduced in the country 
and is an advanced version 
compared to the earlier 
ones, being much lighter 
and capable of reaching 
higher speed in shorter du-
ration.

It accelerates to 100 km 
per hour in just 52 sec-
onds. The introduction of 
the train will help boost 
tourism in the region and 
provide a comfortable and 
faster mode of travel.

Vande Bharat Express is 
a new-age train redefining 
passenger travelling in In-
dia. (ANI)

PM launches several projects, says 
Diwali has arrived early in Himachal
TDG NETWORK
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the flagging off ceremony of the Vande Bharat Express from 
Amb Andaura, Una to New Delhi in Una on Thursday.

PM LAYS FOUNDATION STONE OF 2 
HYDROPOWER PROJECTS IN CHAMBA
Chamba: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday 
laid the foundation stone of two hydropower projects in 
Chamba, Himachal Pradesh. The hydropower projects 
include the 48 MW Chanju-III Hydro-electric Project 
and the 30 MW Deothal Chanju Hydro-electric Project. 
According to Prime Minister’s Office (PMO), both these 
projects will generate over 270 million units of elec-
tricity annually and Himachal Pradesh is expected to 
get annual revenue of around Rs 110 crore from these 
projects. PM Modi also launched Pradhan Mantri Gram 
Sadak Yojana (PMGSY)-III in Himachal Pradesh for the 
upgradation of around 3,125 km of roads in the State. 
More than Rs 420 crore has been sanctioned by the 
Central Government under this phase for the upgra-
dation of 440 km of roads in 15 border and far-flung 
Blocks of the State. Earlier on Thursday, Prime Minister 
Modi launched several projects related to pharma, 
education and connectivity in Una. With an aim to give 
further impetus to the pharmaceutical sector, PM Modi 
this morning laid the foundation stone of Bulk Drug 
Park in Una.
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2 DEAD IN AN 
ACCIDENT ON 
VIKHROLI EASTERN 
EXPRESS HIGHWAY
Mumbai: Two people 
were killed and five oth-
ers were injured after a 
speedy car rammed into 
a tree on the side of the 
Vikhroli Eastern Express 
Highway during the ear-
ly hours of Thursday. The 
information was initially 
reported to the Control 
Room of Mumbai Police, 
who later informed the 
Vikhroli Police Station. 
The police personnel 
took the injured persons 
to a nearby hospital. 
The accident at 1 am on 
Thursday where seven 
persons were injured 
initially, of which two 
died at the spot.

2 PERSONS 
ARRESTED FOR 
HARASSING 
TRANSWOMEN
Tuticorin: Tamil Nadu 
Police have arrested two 
miscreants, who were 
seen harassing two 
transwomen in Tuti-
corin on Thursday. The 
police of Kazhugumalai 
arrested two accused 
after a disturbing video 
of them harassing a 
transwoman couple 
went viral on social me-
dia. “We’ve identified the 
persons including the 
victims. A case has been 
registered and legal 
action is being taken in 
this regard,” Tamil Nadu 
South Zone IG Asra Garg 
told earlier.

PRESIDENT 
MURMU FLAGS OFF 
FIRST KOLKATA-
AGARTALA 
EXPRESS TRAIN
Agartala: President 
Droupadi Murmu and 
Tripura Chief Minister 
Manik Saha flagged off 
the railway extension of 
the Guwahati-Kolkata-
Guwahati train up to 
Agartala from Agar-
tala Railway Station 
on Thursday.President 
Murmu and CM Sahu 
also flagged off another 
extension of the Agarta-
la-Jiribam-Agartala Jan 
Shatabdi Express up to 
Khongsang in Manipur. 
President Murmu is 
visiting Tripura and As-
sam from 12 October to 
14 October.

AIRPORT CUSTOMS 
OFFICIALS SEIZE 
15 KG GOLD
Mumbai: Mumbai Air-
port customs seized 15 
kgs of gold valued at Rs 
7.87 crore in four cases 
and foreign currency 
worth Rs 22 lakh in two 
different cases on Tues-
day and Wednesday and 
arrested seven people 
in total, the customs 
official said. Officers 
at Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj International 
Airport (CSMIA) devel-
oped intelligence inputs 
and caught one Indian 
national who arrived by 
Emirates flight EK 500 
from Dubai with 9.895 
kg of gold valued at Rs 
5.20 crore. The gold 
was kept in a specially 
designed chest belt with 
nine pockets which was 
found wrapped around 
the chest and shoulder. 
The Indian national re-
vealed that the gold was 
handed over to him in 
Dubai by two Sudanese 
passengers. 

LANGUAGE WAR

The ruling DMK’s youth 
and students wing has an-
nounced a statewide pro-
test in Tamil Nadu against 
the recommendation of 
the parliamentary panel to 
make Hindi the medium of 
instruction in central educa-
tional institutes.

The Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (DMK) Youth 
Wing Secretary Udhyanithi 
Stalin and Students Wing 
Secretary CVMP Ezhila-
rasan jointly released a 
statement on Wednesday 
in which they announced 
a protest against the cen-
tral government’s “Hindi 
imposition policies”. DMK 
has planned protests across 
Tamil Nadu on October 
15. The moves comes after 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
MK Stalin condemned the 

Centre against the alleged 
imposition of Hindi lan-
guage. Stalin, in his state-
ment listed out the sacrifices 
youngsters made in history 
against “Hindi imposition” 
and said “not to impose an-
other language war on us”.

On October 10, Stalin 
tweeted: “The rigorous 
thrust by Union BJP gov-
ernment for #HindiImposi-
tion, negating the diversity 

of India is happening at an 
alarming pace. The propos-
als made in the 11th volume 
of the report of the Parlia-
mentary Committee on Of-
ficial Language are a direct 
onslaught on India’s soul.”

“If implemented, the vast 
non-Hindi speaking popu-
lation will be made second-
class citizens in their own 
land. Imposing Hindi is 
against the integrity of In-

dia. The BJP govt would do 
well to learn lessons from 
the Anti-Hindi agitations in 
the past,” Stalin added in his 
tweet. Meanwhile, Kerala 
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan on October 12 wrote 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi saying that efforts to 
impose the Hindi language 
are “unacceptable”.

Chief Minister Vijayan 
wrote to Prime Minister to 
inform Kerala’s stand in the 
wake of reports on the rec-
ommendation of the official 
language committee of the 
Parliament to make the me-
dium of examinations con-
ducted for central services 
in Hindi and to make Hindi 
a compulsory language of 
study in educational insti-
tutions including Indian 
Institute of Technologies 
(IIT) and Indian Institute of 
Management (IIM). 

DMK to launch protest in TN 
against Centre’s ‘Hindi imposition’
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin

Delhi LG VK Saxena

SEXUAL ASSAULT

Mumbai Police on Wednes-
day arrested a 58-years-old 
man for allegedly raping a 
minor girl in the area of Don-
gri Police Station, Mumbai.
The accused identified as 
Swami Krishnacharya- a 
watchman- has al leg-
edly raped a minor girl of 
11-years-old, police officials 
said. A case of the special 
Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences Act (POC-
SO) and section 376 IPC has 
been registered against the 
accused watchman.

According to Mumbai po-
lice, the minor girl had gone 
for tuition, but due to no 
tuition teacher, the girl was 
standing outside and waiting 
for the teacher. Seeing the girl 
alone, the accused watchman 
took her to a secluded place 

and did the crime.“After the 
arrival of the tuition teacher, 
the victim girl gave the infor-
mation to the tuition teacher, 
after which the teacher 
called the police and the 
police reached the spot and 
arrested the accused watch-
man”, Police said further. 
The investigation of police in 
this matter is underway.The 
58-years-old accused will be 
produced before the court 
today.

Earlier, in August a man 
was awarded life imprison-
ment by a local court in Dhu-
bri for raping an 11-year-old 
minor. Atul Biswas raped an 
11-year-old minor girl, who 
happened to be his own rela-
tive, in Assam at Ramnath-
para under the Tamarhat 
police station.

The order was passed by 
P Kataki, Additional Ses-
sions Judge cum Special 

Judge POCSO (Protection 
of Children from Sexual Of-
fences Act), Dhubri. “Before 
parting with the judgement, 
with deep concern, we may 
point out that though all 
sexual assaults on female 
children are not reported and 
do not come to light yet there 
is an alarming and shocking 
increase of sexual offences 
committed on children. This 
is due to the reasons that chil-
dren are ignorant of the act of 
rape and are not able to offer 
resistance and become easy 
prey for lusty brutes who 
display the unscrupulous, 
deceitful and insidious art of 
luring female children and 
young girls. Therefore, such 
offenders who are a menace 
to the civilized society should 
be mercilessly and inexora-
bly punished in the severest 
terms,” said the order of the 
Special Judge (POCSO). 

58-year-old watchman 
arrested for raping 
minor in Mumbai
TDG NETWORK
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INORDINATE DELAYS

Following two ‘Kartavya 
Patras’ from the Lt. Gov-
ernor to Chief Minister, 
Arvind Kejriwal, flagging 
‘unjustified and inordi-
nate delays’ ranging from 6 
months to 3 years, in grant-
ing permission for trans-
location of trees that had 
stalled several infrastruc-
ture projects in the Capital, 
the Delhi Government has 
finally cleared and sent for 
LG’s approval 8 such im-
portant proposals.

The files to this effect, 
have been duly signed by 
CM Arvind Kejriwal. The 
LG has approved all 8 pro-
posals received yesterday, 
clearing a major roadblock 
in the redevelopment of 
AIIMS (where all other 
statutory requirements 
and clearances had already 

been approved), construc-
tion of various stretches 
of Delhi Metro Phase-IV, 
construction of MP Flats 
and a Water Treatment 
Plant at Chandrawal. These 
projects, aimed at enhanc-
ing the Health and Public 
Transport Infrastructure 
in the City apart from 
other things would benefit 
lakhs of people living in 
Delhi. However, in spite of 
the critical nature of these 
projects, the Environment 

and Forest Minister kept 
sitting over these files for 
years together, despite 
the fact that land for com-
pensatory afforestation/
transplantation had been 
already identified/allotted 
in all these cases.

It may be noted that the 
LG had written two letters 
- first on 17th August and 
later on 30th September - 
to CM Kejriwal underlining 
the inordinate and undue 
delay in clearing the files 
related to the translocation 
of trees and requesting the 
CM to expedite the same. 
The LG had also flagged 
massive cost overruns in 
all these projects as a result 
of such undue delays.

Out of the 08 files sent 
to the LG yesterday, one re-
lates to the redevelopment 
of AIIMS as a World Class 
Medical University pend-

ing since January 2022, 
five files pertain to the 
construction of Metro Cor-
ridors under Phase-IV that 
aim at decongesting and 
improving public transport 
in extremely crowded areas 
of West, South, North and 
Central Delhi.

These Metro projects in-
clude Saket G-Block to San-
gam Vihar segment, Janak-
puri to Derawal Nagar 
segment, Pul Bangash to 
Ghantaghar section and 
RK Ashram to Sadar Bazar 
segment.

In addition to these 
projects, the construction 
of a water treatment plant 
at Chandrawal in the Civil 
Lines area of North Delhi 
and the construction of flats 
for the Members of Parlia-
ment at Baba Kharak Singh 
Marg in New Delhi will also 
be able to take off now.
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‘KARTAVYA PATRAS’ FROM LG YIELDS DESIRED 
EFFECT, CM KEJRIWAL SENDS 8 FILES FOR APPROVAL

UNANIMOUS DECISION

At the International Fed-
eration of Audit Bureaux of 
Certification (IFABC) Gen-
eral Assembly held recently,  
Hormuzd Masani, Secretary 
General of Audit Bureau of 
Circulations (ABC) India, 
was unanimously re-elected 
as the President of Asia Pa-
cific Audit Bureaux of Cer-
tification (APABC) as well 
as Executive Board Mem-
ber of IFABC (Hon Trea-
surer). Other members on 

the IFABC Executive Board 
besides India are represen-
tatives of member Bureaux 

from Austria, Brazil, France, 
Germany, Romania, Spain, 
United Kingdom and USA.
Masani has been represent-
ing Audit Bureau of Circu-
lations (ABC) India on the 
Executive Board of IFABC 
continuously since the year 
2008. IFABC at its General 
Assembly discussed ways 
and means to deliver best 
practices and innovation in 
auditing and media mea-
surement on a global scale. 
IFABC provides its members 
a forum to share knowledge 

and develop collaborative 
solutions that support trust 
and transparency in me-
dia Masani is the Secretary 
General of Audit Bureau of 
Circulations (ABC), India 
since December 1998. ABC 
India was established in the 
year 1948 and is the founder 
member of International 
Federation of Audit Bureaux 
of Certification (IFABC). 
ABC India audits and cer-
tifies circulation figures of 
over 750 member publica-
tions every six months.
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HORMUZD MASANI OF ABC-INDIA RE-ELECTED AS THE PRESIDENT OF APABC

TEACHERS RECRUITMENT SCAM

Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
MLA and former president 
of West Bengal Board of Pri-
mary Education Manik Bhat-
tacharya who was arrested 
for his alleged involvement 
in the teacher’s recruitment 
scam has been remanded 
to Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) custody till 25 October.

Bhattacharya was pro-
duced before the Special 
Court (PMLA), Calcutta on 
Tuesday remanded him to 
ED custody for 14 days. ED 

had earlier arrested Partha 
Chatterjee, the then Minister, 
in the West Bengal govern-
ment and his close associate 
Arpita Mukherjee on 23 July.

The central agency also 
filed a Prosecution Com-
plaint against eight accused 

persons namely Partha 
Chatterjee, Arpita Mukher-
jee, Echhay Entertainment 
Pvt Ltd, Ananta Texfab Pvt 
Ltd, Symbiosis Merchants 
Pvt Ltd, Sentry Engineering 
Pvt Ltd, Viewmore Highrise 
Pvt Ltd and APA Utility Ser-

vices in the case. The Special 
Court took cognizance of the 
Prosecution Complaint on 19 
September after finding that 
a prime-facie case has been 
made out against the eight 
accused persons.

The ED has already seized 
cash amounting to a total of 
Rs 49.80 crore and gold and 
jewellery valued at more 
than Rs 5.08 crore and pro-
visionally attached proper-
ties worth Rs 48.22 crore in 
the case taking the total sei-
zure/attachment to Rs 103.10 
crore. Further Investigation 
is under progress. 
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TMC MLA Manik Bhattacharya.

Hormuzd Masani

TMC MLA MANIK BHATTACHARYA SENT TO ED 
CUSTODY TILL 25 OCT

CIVIC CHANDRAN CASE

Kerala High Court expunged 
the ‘Sexually Provocative 
Dress’ remark made by the 
Kozhikode Sessions Court 
while granting anticipatory 
bail to writer Civic Chan-
dran.

High Court also upheld 
the decision of the sessions 
court granting anticipatory 
bail to Civic Chandran. The 
bench of S Krishnakumar 
in the Kozhikode Sessions 
Court, passed the controver-
sial order on 12 August, as it 
had observations to the ef-
fect that sexual harassment 
complaints would not stand 
if the woman were wearing a 
“sexually provocative dress”.

The court observed this 
while granting anticipatory 
bail to writer and social ac-
tivist Civic Chandran in a 
case of sexual harassment.

The Kerala government 
has approached the High 
Court challenging the an-
ticipatory bail granted to the 
author and social activist 
Civic Chandran in the sexu-
al harassment case filed by a 
Dalit writer.

The anticipatory bail cre-

ated controversy after the 
Kozhikode Sessions Court 
made observations that sex-
ual harassment complaints 
will not stand if the woman 
was wearing a ‘sexually pro-
vocative dress’.

The state government has 
submitted the petition under 
Sections 482 and 439(2) of 
the CrPC and alleged that 
the findings and reasoning 
given by the Sessions Court 
in the anticipatory bail are 
suffering from illegality, 
lack of sensitivity, sobriety 
and perversity.

The government has con-
tended in the petition that, 
“The conclusion drawn by 
the Kozhikode Sessions 
Court amounts to an in-
fringement of the personal 
liberty of the victim and a 

violation of the right to life 
guaranteed under Article 21 
of the Constitution.”

“The findings of the Court 
are, per se, illegal, unjust and 
potentially expose the sur-
vivor to secondary trauma. 
The Supreme Court decision 
about the dress, behaviours 
or past ‘conduct’ or ‘moral’ 
of the Prosecutrix should 
not enter the verdict while 
granting bail. The Sessions 
Court flouted all the guide-
lines issued by the Supreme 
Court and granted pre-arrest 
bail to the accused by mak-
ing observations which the 
Supreme Court deprecated,” 
the petition said.

The Sessions Court grant-
ed Civic Chandran anticipa-
tory bail on 12 August in the 
sexual harassment case.
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Kerala HC expunges 
sexually provocative dress 
remark by sessions court

Kerala High Court has expunged the sexually provocative dress 
remark made by the Kozhikode Sessions Court. 

NEW INITIATIVE 

Tamil Nadu Police Depart-
ment has launched a new 
initiative to make the victims 
of the Protection of Children 
Against Sexual Offences Bill’s 
(POCSO) cases aware of the de-
velopments in the case through 
WhatsApp or SMS. The po-
lice of the Southern districts, 
including Tirunelveli, Ten-
kasi, Thoothukudi and Kan-
niyakumari, Theni, Dindigul, 
Ramanathapuram, Sivaganga 
and Virudhunagar districts 
have started sending updates 
to the complainants of sexual 
crimes on the progress of court 
trials through WhatsApp or 
SMS. Speaking to ANI, South 
zone IG Asra Garg said, “Re-
cently we have started taking 
some new steps for victims in 
POCSO cases so that we can 
take care of the victims with 
more special care.” He further 
said, “We had realized that the 

victims and their family are not 
having any idea as to what is 
happening to their cases.”

Garg said that after a few 
years, the victims’ cases end 
up in the trial courts and there 
is no other system in between 
to get updates on their cases. 
He said that the cases would 
be registered and the accused 
will be arrested as per the ex-
isting procedures. “In order 
to ensure that the victims feel 
empowered, we have created a 
small database of the POCSO 
victims and their family mem-

bers. We have started relaying 
messages to them in Tamil with 
easily understandable usage of 
words and sentences,” the IG 
said. The police are informing 
the victims of what happens on 
a particular day and what is the 
next date of hearing and what 
is the agenda of the next date 
of hearing, as per the police. 
Talking about the impact of the 
initiative taken by the officials, 
Garg said that the victims and 
their families have appreciated 
the system.

“Some people informed us 
during informal interactions 
that they never expected that 
police would start messaging 
them and that too in an easily 
understandable language,” 
he said. Asra Garg said that 
the Government of Tamil 
Nadu directed the officials to 
take steps to ensure that the 
children are taken care of in 
a very humane manner with 
due care and special attention.
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POCSO VICTIMS IN TN TO GET 
UPDATES ON CASES THROUGH SMS

South zone IG Asra Garg.



When Xi Jinping 
assumed leader-
ship of China in 

2012, one of the first steps 
he undertook to firmly get 
the party in control was to 
launch an anti-corruption 
campaign which indicted 
more than 1.5 million party 
cadres, a humongous figure 
not seen before in Chinese 
party history. There was 
certainly a method in this 
madness. After Mao Zedong 
died in 1976, Deng Xiaoping 
institutionalised a system 
of collective leadership to 
preclude the possibility of 
overconcentration of power 
in one person and arrest the 
creation of a cult personality 
as had happened under Mao 
which plunged the country 
into a repeated cycles of 
senseless revolution and 
caused unwonted chaos and 
destruction. Deng’s mea-
sures of fixed terms of office 
and term limits underscored 

this collective leadership sys-
tem. But apparently, this led 
to decentralization of power 
and a split in the leadership 
under the successive lead-
erships which in turn, al-
lowed corruption to assume 
a monstrous proportion 
that ultimately threatened 
to erode party legitimacy. It 
is in this context that Xi Jin-
ping launched the ideological 
purification campaign. The 
campaign was essentially 
a means to rejuvenate the 
Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP). And an immaculate 
and disciplined party would 
then rejuvenate the whole of 
China. 

As a term, rejuvenation is 
not something new that Xi 
Jinping discovered. It har-
kens back to twentieth cen-
tury Chinese nationalism 
when Sun Yat-sen first raised 
the slogan of “rejuvenating 
China” in the late Qing peri-
od. And after the Japanese in-
vasion of Manchuria, called 
the September 18th Incident, 
rejuvenation became a battle 
cry. This, in turn, caused an 
upsurge in research into 
Chinese history and culture 
among the intellectuals of 
the period. The crux of this 
rejuvenation was to weave 
a national myth of superior 
historical past and instill a 
sense of pride and awaken-
ing among the people. 

In the contemporary period 
rejuvenation again returned 
in Chinese national dis-
course under Jiang Zemin 
who became the paramount 
leader after the death of Deng 
Xiaoping in 1997. To consoli-
date the reform and opening 
up strategy that was started 
under Deng, Jiang Zemin 
emphasized not just only on 
development but also on the 
need to rejuvenate China. 
The immediate context for 
Jiang’s conceptualization of 
rejuvenation was ideological 
vacuum caused due to wan-
ing influence of Commu-
nism in the aftermath of the 
Soviet decline in 1991. At this 
juncture, Guoxue movement 
was launched, which essen-
tially meant going back to the 
roots. This engendered a re-
turn of Chinese civilizational 
past in the contemporary na-
tionalist discourse, which in 
effect, “rehabilitated China’s 
cultural traditions.” This, at 
once, lent a new dimension 
to Chinese nationalism, that 
catapulted the goal of “main-
taining the Chinese civiliza-
tion-state” as a “sacred mis-
sion” of the CCP. Under Hu 
Jintao, rejuvenation took a 
more decisive turn with the 
appropriation of harmoni-
ous philosophy underscored 
in the Confucian notion of 
‘harmony without unifor-
mity’ that allowed respect-
ful disagreement among na-
tions while pursuing mutual 
cooperation. Internally, Hu 
Jintao supported intra-par-
ty democracy which meant 
that the party members had 
the right to discuss and ex-
press ideas freely and take 
decisions collectively. How-
ever, Hu Jintao’s harmoni-
ous philosophy loosened the 

party grip. More alarmingly, 
it brought the splits in the 
leadership out in the open 
as evidenced in the competi-
tion between the Chongqing 
Party secretary Bo Xilai and 
Guangdong Party secretary 
Wang Yang for a Standing 
Committee seat. Ideologi-
cally, both stood at the two 
ends of the political spec-
trum with Bo Xilai believed 
in revival of Mao-era culture 
and Wang Yang championed 
for liberal political reform. By 
the time of the 18th party Con-
gress in 2012, which brought 
Xi Jinping into power, there 
was overwhelming consen-
sus among the party elites 
on the urgency of structural 
reforms within the party. 

Thus, from day one, it was 
clear to Xi Jinping that if the 
party is to survive it ought 
to go back to the Maoist 
ideology of centralisation of 
power. In fact, what attracted 
Xi Jinping most about Mao 
was his manual for purging 
the rivals within the party. 
And more significantly, his 
explanation of why it was 
necessary. That is, “party 
becomes stronger by purg-
ing itself.” This, therefore, 
explains Xi Jinping’s relent-
less anti-graft campaigns 
and his steadfast belief that 
only through purging the 
party could purify itself and 
prevent subversion. Thus, 
Xi’s rejuvenation is a euphe-
mism for purification. It is 
pertinent to recall that for Xi 
Jinping the principal reason 
for disintegration of the Sovi-
et Union was the party’s dis-
regard for ideology. Hence, 
ideology was resurrected. 

To this end, in August 2013, 
the CCP issued the “Commu-
nique on the Current State 

of the Ideological Sphere”, 
known as Document No 9. 
Essentially, this document 
mentions six challenges that 
the party confronted from 
the Western anti-China 
forces. In other words, un-
der Xi, Western liberalism is 
propped up as the principal 
ideological threat to the CCP. 
In fact, the threat of western 
liberalism is considered 
more than a challenge. It is 
a justification for rejuvena-
tion, and hence, Xi Jinping’s 
incantation of ideology. But 
the restoration of Commu-
nist ideology does not mean 
a return to the Communist 
principles as enshrined in the 
Marxist-Leninist ideological 
framework. But to locate it in 
China’s own historical past 
underlined in the Confucian 
principles of ethics, morality 
and welfarism.  This is the 
crux of Xi Jinping’s rejuve-
nation where he brings back 
history into his ideological 
purification campaign.

Thus, as soon as he as-
sumed leadership, one of 
the first things he did on 29 
November 2012 was to visit 
the Road to Rejuvenation 
exhibition at the National 
History Museum. It was 
from this platform that he 
first gave the “China Dream” 
slogan by iterating that “re-
alizing the great rejuvena-
tion of the Chinese nation 
is the greatest dream of the 
Chinese nation in modern 
times.” And in this speech, 
he categorically stated that 
“only development enables 
self-strengthening”, thus, 
specifying the path to be fol-
lowed by the Chinese people 
to achieve the rejuvenation 
goal. By invoking the notion 
of self-strengthening, he es-

sentially harked back to the 
1860s Self-strengthening 
movement grounded on the 
philosophy of ti-yong, which 
implied retaining Chinese 
Confucianism that is ti, while 
employing Western technol-
ogy, yong. 

Arguably, right from the 
beginning of Chinese nation-
alism, there was a perennial 
dilemma about how much 
to import (from the West) 
and how much to retain (the 
Chinese essence). This was 
exemplified in Mao’s attempt 
at sinification of Marxism. 
This dilemma also defined 
Deng Xiaoping’s reform and 
opening up of China to the 
Western market forces. And 
this dilemma also defined 
Jiang Zemin’s rejuvenation 
goals when he appropriated 
socialist spiritual civilization 
to distill out westernization 
from modernization. But in 
this endeavour neither Jiang 
Zemin nor Hu Jintao had re-
ally succeeded. Rather, under 
Hu, the party was literally in 
disarray. The onus is now on 
Xi Jinping to put to rest the 
ti-yong dilemma in favour of a 
Chinese model of governance 
that draws its moorings from 
Chinese traditional culture 
and socialist principles and 
blends it with the present 
requirement of develop-
ment. Marking a departure 
from his predecessors, Xi Jin-
ping has in fact, appropriated 
history to essentially rescue 
China from equating its mod-
ernization of socialism with 
Westernization. Time will 
prove the success or failure 
of his rejuvenation goals. 
Abanti Bhattacharya is a 
professor in the Department of 
East Asian Studies, University 
of Delhi.

Resurrection of ideology 
under Xi Jinping
Marking a departure from his predecessors, Xi has appropriated history to essentially 
rescue China from equating its modernization of socialism with Westernization.
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A TIckIng bomb

In the late seventies, as Iran 
erupted in street protests 
led by Ayatollah Khomeini 
against the Shah Reza Pahlavi, 
hundreds of Iranian students 
who had flocked to Bengaluru 
for higher studies were a com-
mon sight, with most young 
women sporting a head cover-
ing and the abaya, the cloak. 
In the city’s premier women’s 
college of that time, Iranian 
girl students would enter 
through the guard house, 
where they shed their veil, to 
emerge in the jeans and shirts 
that most teenagers sported, 
melting into the crowd. 

Today, as Karnataka’s hijab 
row takes centre stage again, 
after a two-judge bench of the 
Supreme Court delivered 
a split verdict Thursday on 
petitions challenging the Kar-
nataka High Court directive 
of 15 March that upheld the 
state government’s ban on 
wearing the veil in the class-
room, it will in all likelihood 

be referred to a three mem-
ber constitution bench, for 
a clearer call to be taken on 
the matter.

It will be interesting to see 
whether the country’s top 
law-making body will take 
a stand on a subject that 
can only further deepen the 
growing chasm between the 
Hindu and Muslim com-
munity, stoked, largely by a 
multitude of divisive issues 
that range from desecration 
of mores that Hindus believe 
cannot be defiled and that 
Muslims believe they have a 
right to practice, as they have 
for several centuries.

The hijab row is one such 
ticking bomb. The new and 
not unexpected turn on 
Thursday with the two judges 
reflecting radically opposing 
views in the country, must, go-
ing forward, explore whether 
social norms can override re-
ligious practice, and whether 
such decisions should be 
made into law in an India. 

For the record, the split ver-
dict saw Justice Sudhanshu 
Dhulia critique the HC for 
having ‘taken the wrong 
path’, adding that wearing 
the hijab was a matter of 
personal choice, and that 
the focus should be on the 
education of the girl child. 
Justice Hemant Gupta, who 
dismissed the appeals chal-

lenging the Karnataka HC 
order, meanwhile, raised per-
tinent questions that he says 
must be addressed by a larger 
bench, such as whether the 
college management should 
take a call on the uniform that 
students wear on campus, 
whether it infringes on the 
girl students’ fundamental 
rights under Article 25 of 
the constitution, while stat-
ing categorically that female 
students pursuing their right 
to wear the veil and ‘practice 
an essential religious practice 
under Islam’  goes against the 
government order which 
“serves the purpose of edu-
cation”. Would a decision that 
upholds or strikes down the 
Karnataka HC decision be like 
throwing a lit match into an 
already burning fire? 

Opinion is divided in the 
bustling town of Udupi, 
where it all began in Decem-
ber 2021 at the Government 
PU College for Girls, where 
six female students arrived 
on the premises, sporting the 
head veil, in a bid to break the 
college’s uniform code which 
disallows the hijab. 

Either by accident or design, 
a row that had simmered for 
several months came to a 
head, setting off a clash that 
seemed to go beyond religion. 
It set off the so-called ‘saffron-
shawl’ protests by students 

owing allegiance to the Akhil 
Bhartiya Vidyarthi Parishad, 
the BJP’s student wing, not 
just in Udupi but in cities fur-
ther afield such as Mandya, 
where a veiled young woman 
was confronted and chased 
away by a mob when she at-
tempted to enter her college.   

 The ruling Basavaraj Bom-
mai government in Karnataka 
stepped into the breach, back-
ing the Government Pre-Uni-
versity Girls College in Udupi 
and gave it a decided political 
twist by pointing fingers at the 
now banned Popular Front 
of India’s student arm, the 
Campus Front of India, as 
the group that was goading 
young women into insisting 
on the veil. When the angry 
young women students from 
the college in Udupi, who had 
been rebuffed by college au-
thorities when they sought 
permission to wear the hijab 
inside college, took the matter 
to the Karnataka High Court, 
it was dismissed, which is 
when the matter was taken 
to the higher court.      

Some of the girl students 
who addressed the press on 
camera, incidentally, sported 
both the head covering and 
face masks, only feeding into 
the local Congress party’s sus-
picions that this was nothing 
but the PFI’s mother unit, the 
Social Democratic Party of 

India (SDPI)’s long game to 
eat away into its Muslim vote 
bank in the state, in the run 
up to assembly polls in 2023; a 
spillover from the neighbour-
ing state of Kerala, where the 
SDPI-PFI using similar tac-
tics had a growing footprint 
in Kasargod, Kannur and 
Mallapuram districts. 

The Congress, in fact, held 
back from a full on espousal of 
the cause. Cautioned perhaps 
about alienating the Hindu 
vote after the BJP’s repeated 
taunts of appeasing Muslims, 
former CM Siddaramaiah 
went on to claim that the veil 
sported by Muslim women 
wasn’t vastly different from 
the dupatta that Hindu girls 
wore. Interestingly, Udupi 
residents are quick to bring 
up the little known fact that 
the debate to veil or not to veil 
consumes the Muslim com-
munity in Karnataka’s Udupi 
town as well, where there is 
a marked divide between the 
Kannada speaking Beary 
community and the more 
conservative Urdu speaking 
‘Turki’ community and where 
it is not uncommon to see un-
veiled Muslim women drive 
cars, and train to take part in 
competitive sport. 

In fact, it’s a debate that 
now cuts across societies 
and nations. Deeply conser-
vative Saudi Arabia’s Crown 

Prince Shaikh Mohammed 
bin Salman Al Saud has lift-
ed the ban on women driving 
and travelling without a male 
escort. The arrest and killing 
in Iran of the 22 year old Kurd-
ish girl Mahsa Amini by the 
moral police, for not wearing 
her hijab properly has set off 
street protests the likes of 
which have not been seen 
for some time now in Iran. In 
Afghanistan, the Taliban ban 
on girls attending school and 
women from the workforce, 
has set off a huge backlash. 

Back in December 2000, 
as the Taliban militia were 
hounded out of the Afghan 
capital Kabul, one of the first 
people I got to interview was a 
female television announcer, 
who ripped off and set fire to 
the all-enveloping blue burqa 
that the Taliban had insisted 
that all women should wear. 
She marched away wearing 
a brand new pair of high 
heels—also banned by the 
Taliban. Freedom and the 
right to choose. Are the Udupi 
girl students fighting for a set 
of values that even the Islamic 
world is seeking to shed?
Neena Gopal is a veteran jour-
nalist who worked in the Middle 
East as Foreign Editor for Gulf 
News. She covered the first Gulf 
War in 1990, war-torn Iraq and 
its neighbours through the Sec-
ond Gulf War.

Split verdict on hijab reflects growing Islamic divide

India’s sharp and angry reaction to German For-
eign Minister Annalena Baerbock’s remarks over 
Kashmir was timely and much-needed. The state-
ment from the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) 
amounted to actually ticking off the Germany foreign 
minister for what was nothing short of her provoca-
tive posturing against India. MEA spokesperson 
Arindam Bagchi was right when he chided Germany. 
As a result of India’s tough message, German envoy 
Dr Phillipp Ackermann in New Delhi may have is-
sued a clarification, saying that the country’s posi-
tion on Kashmir has not changed and that the UN 
role is limited and bilateral talks are way forward 
on the Kashmir issue. The clarification may have 
come now, but Pakistan tried to use the German 
minister’s remarks to serve its agenda of interna-
tionalising the Kashmir issue. A statement should 
also come from Berlin to admonish Islamabad not 
to use these remarks for its narrow political goals.

In fact, the German FM’s remarks were quite ob-
jectionable that helped Islamabad in its agenda to 
internationalise the Kashmir issue. Baerbock had 
said that Germany has a “role and responsibility” 
with regard to the situation in Kashmir and sup-
ports “intensively” UN intervention to find a peace-
ful solution” The German foreign minister made 
these remarks during a joint press conference with 
her Pakistani counterpart Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
recently in Bonn. The question needs to be raised 
is why the German minister chose not to make any 
comment on terrorism emanating from Pakistan. 
The Germany envoy, who is now come out with a 
clarification, should also have made a statement, 
condemning acts of terror from the soil of Pakistan.

Germany on var-
ious public plat-
forms in the past 
has been backing 
India’s views on 
cross-border ter-
rorism from Paki-
stan. But why did 
the German min-
ister not utter a 
single word on 
terrorism? At least, 
she should have 
stressed on the 
need for Pakistan 
to rein in terror 
organisations that 
are evidently operating from its soil. By singling out 
the Kashmir issue in presence of Bhutto, the Ger-
man FM apparently sought to support the agenda 
of Pakistan.

India’s statement dwelling upon the issue of ter-
rorism assumes significance in this context. In the 
statement, New Delhi reminded Berlin that the 
United Nations Security Council and the Financial 
Action Task Force “are still pursuing Pakistan-based 
terrorists involved in the horrific 26/11 attacks. It 
said Jammu and Kashmir have borne the brunt of 
Pakistan’s terrorist campaign for decades. Foreign 
nationals have been victims there [Kashmir], as also 
in other parts of India,” the MEA spokesperson said 
in a presser. Germany must answer why its minister 
sidestepped these facts while expressing her sup-
port for Pakistan by calling a UN role in Kashmir.

It’s a good diplomatic move that while raising objec-
tions over German FM’s remarks India also hit out 
at Pakistan FM Bilawal for raising the Jammu and 
Kashmir issue in Germany. The message that New 
Delhi successfully sent out was that Germany was 
allowing Pakistan to further its agenda on Kashmir 
in a bid to internationalise the issue.

The German minister made such comments de-
spite being aware of the fact that India has always 
rejected any third-party intervention in the issue 
of Jammu and Kashmir. New Delhi has always re-
iterated that this issue has to be settled bilaterally 
between India and Pakistan as per the 1972 Simla 
Agreement. India has always rejected any proposal 
of UN intervention in this matter. Germany and the 
entire global community for that matter are very 
well aware of India’s angry reaction when Pakistan 
sought to raise the Kashmir issue at UNSC at the 
behest of China in 2020.

India has now signalled and, rightly so, that any 
country making such remarks or trying to be in self-
acquired role and responsibility with regards to the 
situation in Kashmir would draw New Delhi’s ire 
and strongly-worded reaction. It was in the wake 
of India’s strong reaction that the German envoy 
came rushing to douse fire with clarification. But 
India must continue to give fillip to its diplomatic 
campaign to highlight the violence and terror that 
Jammu and Kashmir has suffered so far and contin-
ues to suffer at the hands of terror groups operating 
from Pakistan for several decades now. The global 
community, including countries such the US, the UK, 
Germany, France, etc., must also be careful about 
making any statement on Kashmir in future. India 
must expose the real intention and ulterior motive 
if any nation of the international community seeks 
to support Pakistan’s agenda on Kashmir like what 
was done by the German minister.

T. Brajesh

perspective
GERMAN CLARIFICATION INSUFFICIENT

IndIA RIghT In TIckIng 
off geRmAn fm oveR 
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india must continue to 
give fillip to its diplomatic 
campaign to highlight the 
violence and terror that 
Jammu and Kashmir has 
suffered so far and continues 
to suffer at the hands of 
terror groups operating from 
Pakistan for several decades 
now. the global community, 
including countries such the 
US, the UK, Germany, France, 
etc., must also be careful 
about making any statement 
on Kashmir in future.

NeeNa Gopal
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The Top Court passed 
a split verdict on 
a batch of appeals 

challenging restriction on 
Muslim girl students wear-
ing Hijab in educational in-
stitutions in Karnataka.

The bench of Justice 
Hemant Gupta observed and 
has dismissed the 26 appeals 
filed against the judgment of 
the Karnataka High Court 
which held that hijab was 
not an essential practice of 
Islam and allowed the ban 
on wearing headscarf in 
educational institutions in 
the State.

The Court while express-
ing the divergence in his 
opinion, Justice Sudhanshu 
Dhulia set aside the Karnata-
ka High Court judgment and 
held that the entire concept 
of essential religious prac-
tice was not essential to the 
dispute.

He stated that the High 
Court took a wrong path. 
Ultimately, it is a matter of 
choice and Article 14 and 
19 of the Constitution. It is 
a matter of choice, nothing 
less and nothing more.

The bench of Justice Dhulia 
said that the foremost ques-
tion on his mind was the 
education of the girl child. 

“Are we making her life any 
better? That was a question 
in my mind...Thus, I have 

quashed the Government 
Order of February 5 and 
have ordered the removal 
of the restrictions...I have 
held that the judgment in 
Bijoe Emmanuel squarely 
covers the issue.

On the other hand, Justice 
Gupta had framed 11 issues 
and answered all the ques-
tions against the appeals.

In light of the divergence 
of opinion, the case has to be 
placed before the Chief Jus-
tice of India for appropriate 
directions.

However, the bench has 
reserved the judgment on 
September 22 after hearing 
arguments for ten days. The 
Counsel, Senior Advocates 
Dr.Rajeev Dhavan, Kapil 
Sibal, Dushyant Dave, Huze-

fa Ahmadi, Sanjay Hegde, 
Salman Khurshid, Devadatt 
Kamat, Yusuf Mucchala, 
AM Dhar, Adithya Sondhi, 
Jayna Kothari, Colin Gon-
salves, Advocates Prashant 
Bhushan, Nizam Pasha etc, 
made arguments for the 
petitioners. Tushar Mehta, 
Solicitor General Of India 
and the Attorney General 
of Karnataka Prabhuling 
Navadgi appeared for the 
State defending the High 
Court verdict. The counsel, 
Senior Advocates R Ven-
kataramani, Dama Seshadri 
Naidu, V Mohana made ar-
guments for College Devel-
opment Committees or the 
Teachers in support of the 
hijab ban.

The issues which aroused 

during the hearing:
Weather the present mat-

ter has to be referred to 
larger bench in view of the 
pendency of the Sabarimala 
reference?

Weather in Islam, hijab is 
an essential religious prac-
tice?

Whether it is necessary 
to establish that hijab is an 
essential religious practice 
for seeking the protection of 
Article 25?

Whether the right of wear-
ing hijab can be claimed as 
part of freedom of expres-
sion under Article 19(1)(a) 
and part of right to privacy 
and dignity under Article 21?

Weather the Government 
Order of February 5 can be 
justified on the grounds of 

reasonable restrictions un-
der Article 19(2)?

Weather the wearing of 
hijab can be prohibited on 
the ground that certain other 
groups started protesting 
by wearing saffron shawls? 
And weather such such a 
restriction amount to suc-
cumbing to hecklers veto?

Weather there is any legiti-
mate state interest in impos-
ing a restriction which will 
lead to the deprivation of 
education for Muslim girls, 
who are already facing social 
backwardness?

Weather wearing of the 
headscarf of the some colour 
of the prescribed uniform 
dress can be allowed on the 
principle of reasonable ac-
commodation?

Weather there being a fun-
damental right to wear a re-
ligious dress in a classroom 
where a uniform has been 
prescribed for all students?

Weather there is a pre-
scription of a uniform in an 
educational institution can 
be held to an unreasonable 
restriction?

During the arguments, it 
was infprmed by the State 
to the Court that there was 
no established practice of 
wearing hijab by Muslim 
girls students and that the 
protests were orchestrated 
by the Campus Front of In-
dia and that of the Popular 
Front of India

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: SPLIT VERDICT 
PASSED IN HIJAB CASE; JUSTICE 
SUDHANSHU DHULIA SETS ASIDE 
KARNATAKA HC JUDGEMENT

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Mahesh 
Govindji Trivedi vs Bakul Maganlal Vyas 
observed and stated that there is no bar in 
taking on record a counter claim filed long 
after filing of written statement but before 
framing of issues in the case.

In the present case, the counter-claim in 
question was filed nearly 13 years after filing 
of the written statement. The Single Judge of 
the Bombay High Court was dealing with 
the trial of suit in question, had accepted the 
notice of motion moved by the defendant-
appellant so as to take the belatedly filed 
counter-claim on record. Later, the Division 
bench of the High Court later set aside the 
said order and remitted the matter for con-
sideration afresh and on the ground that the 
plaintiffs were not afforded adequate oppor-
tunity for filing reply and to contest the said 
notice of motion.

Before the Apex Court, the issue was raised 
by the appellant- defendant was whether the 
Division Bench of the High Court has been 
justified in interfering with the order passed 
by the Single Judge for taking of the counter-
claim on record?

The Court while referring to the Order VIII 
Rule 6-A of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 

and Rule 95 of the Bombay High Court (Orig-
inal Side) Rules, noted in the case Ashok Ku-
mar Kalra v. Wing Cdr. Surendra Agnihotri 
and Ors., wherein it was held that the de-
fendant cannot be permitted to file counter-
claim after the issues are framed and the suit 
has proceeded substantially.

The Court while proceeding on the fun-
damental principles that the rules of proce-
dure are intended to subserve the cause of 
justice rather than to punish the parties in 
conduct of their case, the court is clearly of 
the view that the counter-claim in question 
could not have been removed out of consid-
eration merely because it was presented after 
a long time since after filing of the written 
statement. Indisputably, on 07.09.2018, the 
counter claim was filled and until that date, 
issues had not been framed in the suit...

The court is clearly of the view that neither 
the requirements of Order VIII Rule 6-A CPC 
or Rule 95 of the Rules nor the principles 
enunciated and explained in Ashok Kumar 
Kalra (supra) operate as a bar over the prayer 
of the appellant for taking of the belatedly 
filed counter-claim on record, which was 
indeed being filed before framing of issues.
Accordingly, the bench allowed the appeal 

and restored the single bench order taking 
on record the counter claim.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Order VIII 
Rule 6A CPC – No Bar In 
Taking On Record A Counter 
Claim Filed Long After Filing 
Of Written Statement But 
Before Framing Of Issues

TDG NETWORK 

The Delhi High Court in the 
case PCIT Versus M/s Ra-
jdarbar Heritage Venture 
Limited observed and has 
held that income tax can-
not be levied on the interest 
income from fixed deposits 
till the ownership is being 
determined by the arbitral 
tribunal.

The Division bench com-
prising of Justice Manmo-
han and Justice Manmeet 
Pritam Singh Arora ob-
served and has agreed with 
the finding of the two Ap-
pellate Authorities below 
that till the final award 

was passed by the Arbitral 
Tribunal determining the 
ownership of the fixed de-
posits and interest and it 
could not be stated that the 
interest income had crystal-
lised in the assessee’s hands 
and that the same could not 
be held to be the income of 
the assessee under Section 
5(1) of the Income Tax Act, 
1961.

It had been stated by the 
appellant/department that 
the ITAT had erred in de-
leting the additions for the 
Assessment Years 2012–13 
and 2013–14 made by the 
Assessing Officer. Thus, 
the department stated that 

ITAT has ignored the fact 
that the FDR is in the name 
of the Assessee and that in-
terest has accrued and been 
credited in the name of the 
Assessee only. The disputed 
parties share in the interest 
will arise only after the pay-
ment of due taxes.

It had been emphasized 
by the appellant that the 
dispute between the par-
ties was with regard to 100 
crores, whereas the amount 
deposited was in excess 
of Rs.190 crores. How-
ever, the final settlement 
agreement between the 
parties was for 100 crores, 
whereas the amount depos-

ited was in excess of Rs.190 
crores. It had been paid by 
the assessee company to the 
Pramerica ASPF II Cyprus 
Holding Ltd. Rs. 70 crores 
from the FDR amount, and 
the agreement was accept-
ed by the Delhi High Court 
Mediation and Conciliation 
Centre, which resulted in 
a final order dated April 9, 
2015, being issued by the 
Court.

Further, the Court found 
that the FDRs were made 
in the name of the respon-
dent-assessee by virtue of a 
consensual order passed by 
the Arbitral Tribunal com-
prising three retired judges.

IN COURT

Delhi High Court: Income 
Tax On Interest Income From 
FD, Ownership Need To Be 
Determined By Arbitral Tribunal
TDG NETWORK 

The Allahabad Bench of the 
Customs, Excise and Ser-
vice Tax Appellate Tribunal 
(CESTAT) in the case M/s 
Raghuveer Rolling Mills 
Versus Commissioner of 
Central Excise, Kanpur ob-
served and has held that the 
allegation of clandestine re-
moval is merely being based 
on the entries in diaries, etc. 
is not sustainable.

The bench comprising of 
Technical Member, P. Anjani 
Kumar observed and has 
stated that the department 
has not adduced any addi-
tional evidence, even on a 
sample basis, to substantiate 
the allegation of clandestine 
removal.

The assessee/appellants 
are in the manufacture of 
iron flats, spring leaves, and 
agricultural implements. 
Officers of Central Excise 
visited the premises of the 
appellants and an investiga-
tion was conducted. Thus, a 
show cause notice has been 
issued demanding Central 
Excise duty, invoking the 
proviso to Section 11A, along 
with interest and a proposed 
penalty under Section 11AC 
of the Central Excise Act, 
1944 and the order con-
firmed the duty demanded 
and imposed an equal pen-
alty under Section 11AC.

It had been submitted by 
the appellant that the en-
tire case of the department 
was based on the entries in 

a Shristi Brand Notebook 
recovered during the search. 
Further, the person who al-
legedly made entries in the 
notebook has neither been 
identified nor had his state-
ments recorded and the pro-
prietor of the company was 
made to accept the clandes-
tine removal and for deposit-
ing the amount towards duty.

It was submitted by the ap-
pellant that clandestine re-
moval cannot be alleged only 
on the basis of the statement 
but it has to be corroborated 
with tangible concrete evi-

dence and not on the basis of 
wild inferences or presump-
tions and assumptions.

However, the department 
contended that the appel-
lants had indulged in clan-
destine removal. The depart-
ment came to this conclusion 
on the basis of entries being 
made in a certain notebook 
recovered from the appel-
lant’s premises.

It has been found by the 
CESTAT that other than 
the entries in the notebook 
and the statement of the ap-
pellants, no other evidence 

has been put forth by the 
Department and the state-
ment of the appellant has no 
validity as evidence.

The tribunal stated that 
this is only an assumption as 
the entries in the diary dis-
tinctly mention the tractor 
and tractor trolley separately. 
However, the person writing 
the diary was not identified 
and evidence was not estab-
lished as to the truthfulness 
of the contents. Thus, the 
same becomes significant 
due to the lack of any other 
corroborative evidence.

IN COURT

CESTAT: ALLEGATIONS OF CLANDESTINE 
REMOVAL OF GOODS MERELY BASED ON 
ENTRIES IN DIARIES NOT SUSTAINABLE
TDG NETWORK 
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To propel economic 
prosperity in India’s 
tribal communities 

and bring them to the fore-
front, the Ministry of Skill 
Development and Entre-
preneurship (MSDE) felici-
tated 165 students under the 
second phase of Grameen 
Udyami project, a National 
Skill Development Corpo-
ration funded initiative. The 
students were recognised 
for their hard work and 
were handed certificates at 
the event. Hon’ble Prime 
Minister, Narendra Modi 
has earlier emphasised the 
involvement of tribal com-
munities in the workforce, 
ensuring their holistic de-
velopment to make them 
self-reliant and contained 
within their respective ge-
ographies.   

The event was organised 
in partnership with Seva 
Bharti and Yuva Vikas So-
ciety and was graced by 
Ramesh Bais, Governor, 
Jharkhand; Rajeev Chan-
drasekhar, Minister of State 
MSDE; Atul Kumar Tiwari, 
Secretary, MSDE; Ved Mani 
Tiwari, Chief Operating Of-
ficer, NSDC; Harsh Chau-
han, Chairman National 
Commission for Scheduled 
Tribals; Sameer Orawan, 
MP and National President, 
Scheduled Tribal Front, 
among others. The registra-

tion link http://grameenud-
hya m i .o rg /  wa s  a l s o 
launched through NSDC 
Digital to meet the aspira-
tions of the tribal students.

The Grameen Udyami 
Project was launched with 
the aim to augment skill 
training in tribal commu-
nities for inclusive and sus-
tainable growth. Under the 
initiative, students were up-
skilled and multi-skilled in 
order to increase their em-
ployability. It also focuses 

on providing employment 
opportunities in both local 
and rural economies. The 
project is being implement-
ed in six states— Maha-
rashtra, Rajasthan, Chhat-
tisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, and Gujarat. 
This concept was crystal-
lized by Hon’ble MoS, Shri. 
Rajeev Chandrasekhar, 
Ministry of Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneur-
ship (MSDE), SDE and trib-
al MPs. The candidates are 

being trained in job roles 
like Electrician & Solar PV 
Installation Technician, 
2-Wheeler Repair & Main-
tenance mechanics, IT/
ITES with e-Governance 
officers and Organic Farm-
ing and Mushroom grower. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Ramesh Bais, Governor, 
Jharkhand said that Gra-
meen Udyami Project is 
launched in Ranchi to pro-
mote skill development and 
Entrepreneurship amongst 

the tribal youth, giving a 
boost to Skill India Mis-
sion. He congratulated 165 
candidates, who trained 
under this programme. He 
also congratulated NSDC 
for partnering up with Seva 
Bharti and Yuva Vikas So-
ciety to multiskill India’s 
tribal youth. Gram Sansadi-
ya Sankul Pariyojana aims 
to target 77,000 youth 
and their families with E-
Health cards under Ayush-
man Bharat Pradhan Man-

tri Jan Arogya Yojana and 
Kisan Credit cards Yojana. 
In this context, Gandhiji 
insisted on imparting vo-
cational training to youth 
so that they become self-
reliant and help in making 
Bharat Aatmanirbhar, he 
added.

Addressing the convo-
cation ceremony, Rajeev 
Chandrasekhar, said that 
skilling is the passport to 
prosperity and one of its 
aims is to strengthen local 

village economies and limit 
migration. Our Prime Min-
ister has already reiterated 
the importance of skilling 
and multiskilling time and 
again. He expressed his 
confidence that with such 
projects will help the tribal 
community to start their 
businesses and generate 
more livelihood opportuni-
ties for themselves as well 
as for others. The Govern-
ment of India has skilled 
more than two crore youth 
and given the opportunity 
for self-employment to 
many. We should always 
bear in mind that skilling 
is the only way to make 
the villages ‘Aatmanirb-
har’ and pave the way for a 
bright and inclusive future, 
he added.

Ved Mani Tiwari, Chief 
Operating Officer, NSDC-
congratulated the students 
and said that the Grameen 
Udyami Project is doing a 
phenomenal work in mul-
tiskilling the tribal com-
munity and inculcating en-

trepreneurial skills among 
them to increase job oppor-
tunities. 

In the first phase of train-
ing, candidates were mobi-
lized from the rural areas 
and their transportation, 
boarding & lodging were 
provided so that they do 
not miss out on the learn-
ing opportunity. In Bho-
pal, Madhya Pradesh, the 
training of 157 candidates 
started in seven batches 
in the month of May 2022 
and approximately 133 
candidates completed 
the training successfully 
on June 27th, 2022. The 
phase-II of the pilot proj-
ect was launched in Ran-
chi in August and is being 
implemented by Yuva Vi-
kas Society, through Seva 
Bharti Kendra. NSDC 
under the aegis of MSDE 
has supported in setting 
up labs and classrooms 
through Sector Skill Coun-
cils (SSCs) in Seva Bharti 
Kendra Skill Development 
Center.

Skill India certifies candidates trained 
under Grameen Udyami Project 

SKILL INDIA

     Project to to boost skill development in tribal com-
munities

     A total of 165 students were felicitated at the cer-
emony

     The project aims to empower India’s tribal communi-
ties by providing them training in job roles like Elec-
trician & Solar PV Installation Technician
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Recently, The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) has recom-
mended the disqualification of 
Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant 
Soren as an MLA from the state’s 
assembly. The ECI had replied 
to Jharkhand governor Ramesh 
Bais who sought the commission’s 
opinion over a complaint received 
by the opposition BJP that the 
state’s CM should be disqualified 
since he allegedly holds an office-
of-profit by getting a stone chips 
mining lease in his own name. 

Brief facts of the case are that 
Soren has allegedly allocated a 
mining lease to himself which, if 
implemented, would have been 
used to set up a stone quarry 
in that area. However, trouble 
mounted for the Jharkhand CM in 
the month of February 2022, when 
former CM and senior BJP leader 
Raghubar Das accused Soren of 
allotting the mining lease for a 
stone quarry, which was spread 
over 0.88 acres in Ranchi’s An-
gara block, to a company held by 
himself in May 2021, and getting it 
cleared by the Gram Sabha in June 
2021 itself, his company receiv-
ing the environmental clearance 
for the project in September 2021 
as well. It is worth mentioning 
that the CM holds two important 
portfolios- forest environment & 
climate change, and mining & ge-
ology by himself.

In a petition being submitted to 
Jharkhand governor Ramesh Bais 
in February 2022, the opposition 
BJP sought the CM’s disqualifica-
tion, based on the provisions of 
Section 9A of The Representation 
of the People Act. 1951. This is the 
primary reason why the state’s 
governor has sought the opinion 
of the commission on this issue. 
HISTORY

In India, the office of profit rule 
which could disqualify a leader 
was taken from Britain and made 
its appearance for the first time in 

the Morley-Minto reforms of 1909. 
The main idea behind the term 
was that the legislators should 
need not be vulnerable to temp-
tations that the executive could 
offer. The framers of the Consti-
tution thoroughly incorporated 
Articles 102(1) and 191(1) of the 
Indian Constitution, prescribing 
the restrictions at central as well 
as state levels, in order to deal with 
disqualification of the Members of 
Parliament as well as State Legisla-
ture respectively.

Keeping in mind the fact that the 
term “office of profit” has not been 
defined anywhere in the Constitu-
tion, however, there was no such 
confusion regarding its meaning. 
Even members of the Constituent 
Assembly had no doubts about its 
importance in order to ensure a 
clean political atmosphere. In fact, 
the issue of disqualification was 
duly discussed and debated exten-
sively in the Interim Parliament.
WHAT IS AN OFFICE OF 
PROFIT?

The law does not clearly define 
what constitutes an office of profit, 
but the definition has evolved over 
the years with interpretations 
made in the form of various court 
judgments. An office of profit has 
been interpreted to be a position 
that brings to the office-holder fi-
nancial gain, advantage, or some 
benefit. It is important to mention 
that the amount of such a profit is 
immaterial in such cases. 

As per Section 9A of the Repre-
sentation of People Act, 1951, “A 
person shall be disqualified if, 
and for so long as, there subsists 
a contract entered into by him in 
the course of his trade or business 
with the appropriate Government 
for the supply of goods to, or for 
the execution of any works under-
taken by, that Government.”

Section 9 of the Representation 
of People Act deals with dismissal 
from a legislative forum for cor-
ruption or disloyalty. Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), the primary 
opposition party in the state of 
Jharkhand, has alleged that Soren 
had used his influence being a 
mining and forests minister to 
obtain a stone chip mining lease in 
the year 2021. As per BJP, the same 
was a blatant violation of the office-
of-profit rule.

In the year 1964, the Supreme 
Court ruled that the test for deter-
mining whether a person holds an 
office of profit would be the test of 
appointment. Several factors are 
to be considered in order to deter-
mine the same including factors 
such as: 

(i) whether the government is the 
main appointing authority

(ii) whether the government has 
the power to terminate such an ap-
pointment

(iii) whether the government de-
termines the remuneration of that 
appointment

(iv) what is the source of remu-

neration provided, and 
(v) the power that comes with 

that particular position.
Considering the fact that the 

constitutional position could lead 
to the initiation of disqualification 
proceedings on a large scale, the 
Centre appointed a committee 
in the year 1954 for a law which 
could determine positions that do 
not come under the concept of the 
office of profit. In 1959, the Parlia-
ment (Prevention of Disqualifica-
tion) Act was validated listing the 
offices of the central and the state 
governments for the same pur-
pose. The number of offices being 
exempted has only increased since. 
Several other states also have also 
enacted similar sorts of laws in or-
der to prevent disqualifications.
NOTABLE DISQUALIFICA-
TIONS & THE ROLE OF JUDI-
CIARY 

With the absence of a clear defi-
nition of what office of profit actu-
ally is, the same has been left for 
the hon’ble courts to interpret in a 
better manner. In most cases, the 
Apex Court has tried to see wheth-
er there is a conflict between the 
duties and the interests of the ex-
ecutives, i.e., the lawmakers. Many 
legislators have been appointed as 
parliamentary secretaries on a reg-
ular basis and are given the de-fac-
to status of junior ministers in or-
der to overcome the Constitutional 
bar of not having more than 15% 
of the legislative strength as min-
isters in most states. In some states, 
the high courts have termed such 
inclusion of parliamentary secre-
taries in the category of exceptions 
as unconstitutional. “The appoint-
ment of members of the assembly 
as parliamentary secretaries was 
a clear attempt to bypass the con-
stitutional limit on the number of 
ministers”, said the Calcutta High 
Court in a judgement pronounced 
in the year 2015.

When talking about some 
prominent disqualifications, in 

2004, Rajya Sabha MP Jaya Bach-
chan from Samajwadi Party was 
disqualified due to her appoint-
ment as the chairperson of the 
Uttar Pradesh Film Development 
Council. It was held by the Su-
preme Court that getting a driver, 
car as well as an accommodation 
amounted to remuneration from 
the government even though she 
didn’t get any money from the 
council. 

Also, in the year 2006, the BJP 
delegation sought disqualification 
of the interim Congress president 
Sonia Gandhi from Lok Sabha on 
the grounds that she was holding 
an office of profit as the chair-
person of the National Advisory 
Council (NAC). Due to the allega-
tions, she resigned from the Lok 
Sabha, re-contested elections, and 
got elected once again. However, 
during the meantime, the National 
Advisory Council (NAC) was in-
cluded in the exemption list.
CONCLUSION

To conclude, it could be said that 
even though Soren seeking a min-
ing lease from the department he 
was in charge of may not strictly 
fall under the office of profit rule, 
the opposing BJP has sought his 
disqualification under Section 9A 
of the Representation of People’s 
Act, adding that he “misused” his 
official position for getting the 
mining lease, the allegations Soren 
has completely rejected. 

Just a few days back, the Elec-
tion Commission has recom-
mended disqualifying Soren for 
the charges levelled against him 
to Jharkhand Governor Ramesh 
Bais. In case of disqualification, the 
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) 
leader would have to resign along 
with his whole cabinet. However, 
he can return as the state’s Chief 
Minister by either winning the by-
elections on his own seat or getting 
re-elected from another seat, with 
a condition that he isn’t barred 
from contesting the elections itself 
due to the charges.

ANALYSIS

HEMANT SOREN & THE OFFICE OF 
PROFIT SAGA: EXPLAINED
SIMANT TYAGI

The National Financial Re-
porting Authority has pub-
lished a list of audit forms/
auditors who have not filed 
the mandatory e-form, 
NFRA-2, for the reporting 
period 2018-19 and 2019-20.

The annual return is to 
be filed in accordance with 
Rule 5 of National Financial 
Reporting Authority Rules, 
2018. The auditors/audit 
firms of class of companies 
specified in Rule 3 of NFRA 
Rules 2018 are required to 
file the annual return on or 
before 30th November every 
year.

In the past also NFRA had 
identified cases of non-com-
pliance with the above statu-
tory requirements and sent 
intimations to defaulting 
firms. A list of such firms/
auditors was also published 
on the website of NFRA and 
intimated to Ministry of Cor-
porate Affairs.

For the reporting pe-
riod 2018-19 (audit reports 
signed during the period 
01.04.2018 to 31.03.2019), 
NFRA-2 was supposed to be 
filed by 30 November 2019. 
As it was the first year of fil-
ing, the date was extended 
upto 4 September 2020. A 
review revealed that a total 
of 617 audit firms/auditors 
have still not filed NFRA-
2 for the reporting period 
2018-19.

For the next reporting pe-
riod, 2019-20 (Audit reports 
signed during the period 
01.04.2019 to 31.03.2020), 
a total 1684 audit firms have 
so far not filed NFRA-2. The 

due date for filing NFRA-2 
for reporting period 2019-
20 was 30 November 2020.

The list of audit firms/au-
ditors in default in respect of 
both these years is available 
on NFRA website (https://
nfra.gov.in/nfra_domain). 
An intimation is also being 
sent by NFRA to such audit 
firms/auditors.

Attention of all default-
ing audit firm/ auditors is 
invited to the fact that non-
filing of NFRA-2 form is a 
non-compliance covered 
under Rule 13 of NFRA rules 
and attracts penal provi-
sions. The rule has been fur-
ther amended vide NFRA 
amendment Rules 2022 
dated 17.06.22. The amend-
ed Rule 13 is published on 
NFRA website

(https://nfra.gov.in/sites/
default/files/236669.pdf)

The list of defaulting audit 
firms/auditors for the re-
porting period after 2020-21 
is also being reviewed and 
will be published soon.

It is also reminded that the 
due date for the reporting 
period 2021-22 (Audit re-
ports signed during the peri-
od 01.04.2021 to 31.03.2022) 
is 30 November 2022. Audi-
tors/firms are advised to file 
NFRA-2, if not already done 
so.

FINANCE

NFRA PUBLISHES 
LIST OF AUDIT FIRMS/ 
AUDITORS WHO NOT 
FILED MANDATORY  
NFRA-2 FORM
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TOP OF THE DAY

35 DIE IN FLOODS, 
LANDSLIDES  
IN NEPAL
KATHMANDU: At least 
35 people have lost their 
lives while dozen are still 
missing as monsoon 
rainfall-induced floods 
and landslides in various 
parts of Nepal. One of 
the worst-hit areas in 
the Himalayan Nation, 
Karnali province has 
recorded 35 deaths within 
a week whereas a total 
of 20 people have gone 
missing in various inci-
dents in 8 districts of the 
province. “Except for the 
Surkhet and Rukum West, 
all the 8 districts in the 
province are experiencing 
troubles due to flooding 
and landslides,” Madhav 
Prasad Shrestha, Senior 
Superintendent of Police 
at the Province Police of-
fice said over the phone.

FERTILIZER  
IMPORTS STRAIN 
CHINA-LANKA TIES
COLOMBO: The diplo-
matic ties between Sri 
Lanka and China were 
strained after a Chinese 
company misled Colombo 
authorities by taking the 
money and not supplying 
the fertilizer to the island 
country, a media report 
said. The issue started 
when a Chinese company 
sent the consignment 
without approval from the 
Sri Lankan side which 
was later found to be con-
taminated with “harmful 
pathogens like Erwinia,” 
Colombo Gazette re-
ported. The Sri Lankan 
government rejected an 
order for organic fertilizer 
from a Chinese company 
Qingdao Seawin Biotec 
Group Co Ltd on the 
issue of the presence 
of harmful bacteria but 
Beijing build its pressure 
on Colombo to continue 
with its organic fertilizer 
project.

TRADERS PROTEST 
AGAINST RISING 
INFLATION IN 
BALOCHISTAN
BALOCHISTAN: The 
traders’ community of 
Balochistan on Wednes-
day protested against 
the rising inflation and 
warned the govern-
ment to improve the 
situation within three 
days. Protesting against 
the looming economic 
problems, they said that 
if the situation does not 
improve, they will protest 
in front of the press club 
of Quetta, reported Daily 
Intekhab, the largest cir-
culated daily newspaper 
of Balochistan. Address-
ing a press conference, 
the leaders said that 
crores of rupees are 
spent on advertisements 
about the shortage of gas 
and load shedding.

TALIBAN RELEASES 
RADIO STATION 
MANAGER
KABUL: Taliban re-
leased the former owner 
and editor of Radio 
Aftab, a local radio sta-
tion in Daikundi province 
of central Afghanistan, 
after keeping him 
under detention for four 
months, Khaama Press 
reported citing the 
Afghanistan Journal-
ists Center. The former 
editor and owner of 
the radio outlet, Mirza 
Hasani, was arrested by 
the Taliban forces in the 
Herat province.

AT CICA SUMMIT

21st century is an Asian century, 
says Kazakhstan President
TDG NETWORK
ASTANA

Highlighting that Asia is 
on course to dominate the 
21st century, Kazakhstan 
President Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev opened the sixth 
CICA summit in Astana 
on Thursday, stressing the 
fact that the future of Asia 
depends on the collective 
will to strengthen dialogue 
among cultures and tradi-
tions. “The forecast that the 
21st century will be the cen-
tury of Asia is now a reality. 
But the future of Asia itself 
depends on our collective 
willingness to strengthen 
dialogue among cultures, 
traditions and worldviews”, 
he said at Conference on In-
teraction and Confidence 
Building Measures in Asia 
(CICA) summit in Astana.

“This year marks the 30th 
anniversary of the initiative 
to convene this conference. 
Over this period, it has be-
come a platform for mul-
tilateral cooperation and 
international institution of 
modern diplomacy. A par-
ticularly important task 
that we have is to achieve 
sustainability in interna-
tional relations in the face 
of emerging unprecedented 
threats. It is critical to give 
a new impetus to multilat-
eral mechanisms and to 

return to open dialogue,” 
he added in his opening 
remarks.

Further, outlining his 
priorities for the upcoming 
Chairmanship of CICA, 
the Kazakhstan President 
also highlighted global is-
sues such as economic 
disruptions, environment 
and climate change. “First, 
the economic dimension, 
Disruptions in global sup-
ply chains force us to take 
a revised look at the for-
mation of efficient transit-
transport corridors. The 
environment is becoming 
increasingly important. 

Climate change is leading 
to natural disasters that be-
came more unpredictable 
and catastrophic. In 2021, 
57 million people in Asia 
were affected by them”, he 
said.

Defining the decarbon-
ization of the economy as 
extremely urgent for Asia, 
Kazakhstan’s President 
said, “To address this prob-
lem, we need investments 
in unprecedented amounts. 
In a month, Egypt will host 
COP27. I propose to hold 
a High-Level Conference 
in 2024 in Astana on envi-
ronmental issues in CICA.”

US President Joe 
Biden on Wednes-
day hailed the adop-

tion of the United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA) 
resolution that condemned 
Russia’s annexation of four 
Ukrainian regions.

“Today, the overwhelm-
ing majority of the world-
-nations from every region, 
large and small, represent-

ing a wide array of ideolo-
gies and governments voted 
to defend the United Na-
tions Charter and condemn 
Russia’s illegal attempt 
to annex Ukrainian terri-
tory by force,” Biden said 
in a statement released by 
White House. “143 nations 
stood on the side of freedom, 
sovereignty, and territorial 
integrity even more than 
the 141 nations that voted in 
March to unequivocally con-
demn Russia’s war against 

Ukraine,” he added. Biden’s 
statement came shortly af-
ter 143 members voted in fa-
vour of the resolution in the 
assembly which houses 193 
members. Five voted coun-
tries voted against the reso-
lution while 35 abstained, 
including India.

“The stakes of this conflict 
are clear to all and the world 
has sent a clear message 
in response: Russia can-
not erase a sovereign state 
from the map. Russia can-

not change borders by force. 
Russia cannot seize another 
country’s territory as its 
own,” he added.

Nearly eight months into 
this war, Biden said the 
world has just demonstrat-
ed that it is more united, and 
more determined than ever 
to hold Russia accountable 
for its violations.

“Together with the UN 
General Assembly, we will 
not tolerate illegal attempts 
at annexation or the theft 

of a neighbour’s land by 
force. We will stand up for 
international law, the UN 
Charter, and the rights and 
protections it affords to 
Ukraine and its people - and 
to every state and people 
everywhere,” he said. The 
UNGA resolution, adopted 
by the members where no 
one wields a veto, condemns 
Russia’s “attempted illegal 
annexations” of the four 
Ukrainian regions follow-
ing “so-called referendums”.

ILLEGAL ANNEXATION

‘RUSSIA CAN’T ERASE A SOVEREIGN STATE FROM 
MAP’: BIDEN HAILS UNGA VOTE ON MOSCOW
TDG NETWORK
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ASIAN MULTILATERALISM

‘IRAN’S SCO MEMBERSHIP 
IS A STEP AWAY FROM 
SHACKLES OF WESTERN 
SANCTIONS’

Helping the country to pro-
tect its core interests amid the 
United States-led sanctions 
that have for long crippled its 
economy, Iran’s accession to 
the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) demon-
strates Tehran’s commitment 
to Asian multilateralism. 

Iran signed a memorandum 
on joining the SCO on Sep-
tember 16 during the sum-
mit in Samarkand, joining 
the security bloc, the largest 
regional body in the world 
in terms of population gov-
erned. This bloc is thriving 
as a multi-polar body and it 
is not west-centric, reported 
the Policy Research Group 
(POREG). Under Supreme 
Leader, Ayatollah Khomeini 
and Iran’s President, Ebra-
him Raisi’s administration, 
Iran’s policy has been increas-
ingly demonstrating that it is 
anchored in the East and not 
the West. To put the writing 
on the wall, Khomeini had 
once said, “We prefer the East 
to the West and neighbouring 
countries to remote ones.” 

The SCO accession is seen 
as a positive step forward for 
Iran rather than a diplomat-
ic triumph for the country, 
which has long been battered 
by western sanctions, giving a 
blow to its economy. Iran can 
lead the way in emerging as 
a key partner for India and 
other Asian nations, especial-
ly through the International 
North-South Transport Cor-
ridor (INSTC). 

The INSTC corridor con-
nects Asia with Europe 
and helps Asian nations by 
providing connectivity and 

helping countries become 
economic hubs. With this, it 
is safe to say that Iran is pro-
viding SCO members with 
secure and stable transport 
routes and is committed to 
further infrastructure de-
velopment, reported POREG.

India’s connectivity with 
the Central Asian region and 
Europe can be propelled via 
Chabahar Port. On June 10, 
Iran’s foreign minister, Hos-
sein Amir-Abdollahian made 
an announcement that India 
and Iran had agreed upon 
further investments in the 
Chabahar Port. This move is 
perceived as a very significant 
one. In another area of coop-
eration, Iran and India have 
also agreed upon banking 
mechanisms for the facilita-
tion of trade. What remains 
a near possibility is trading 
in Indian currency. If Cha-
bahar’s infrastructure and 
capacity are accentuated the 
trade volumes through the 
INSTC corridor will increase 
the trade between India and 
Russia as well. It is pertinent 
to note that India and Rus-
sia have had a low volume of 
trade despite their friendly 
relationship. It is because of 
the limitation in connectiv-
ity and logistics. However, 
the emergence of Chabahar 
Port is providing a solution. 
Now in a positive outlook, the 
route now provides a 40 pc 
reduction in transport time 
and a 30 pc cut in logisti-
cal costs. This is integral to 
Iran’s long-term strategy for 
mitigating and bypassing the 
impact of the United States-
led sanctions that have long 
crippled its economy and con-
stricted its strategic leverage, 
reported POREG.

NATION SECURITY ISSUE

CHINA IS THE MOST CONSEQUENTIAL 
GEOPOLITICAL CHALLENGE: SULLIVAN

China represents America’s 
most consequential geopo-
litical challenge to the United 
States, said National Security 
Advisor (NSA) Jake Sullivan 
on Wednesday as the Biden 
administration released a 
key policy document on na-
tional security. “Next, we rec-
ognise that in the geopolitical 
space, the PRC represents 
America’s most consequen-
tial geopolitical challenge. 

“And while that will play 
out in the Indo-Pacific to a 
significant extent, there are 
global dimensions to the 
challenge as well,” Sullivan 
said during an on-the-re-
cord press call previewing 
the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration’s national security 
strategy. 

The National Security 
Strategy states that both 
China and Russia, who an-
nounced a “no-limits part-
nership” this year, are in-
creasingly aligned with each 
other, but the challenges they 
pose are distinct. 

However, Sullivan’s se-
curity strategy also makes 
clear that the US avoids see-
ing the world solely through 
the prism of strategic compe-
tition and intends not to try 

to divide the world into rigid 
blocks. 

“We are not seeking to have 
competition tip over into 
confrontation or a new Cold 
War. And we are not engag-
ing each country as simply a 
proxy battleground. 

“We’re going to engage 
countries on their own terms 
and pursue an affirmative 
agenda to advance common 
interests and to promote 
stability and prosperity,” he 
said. 

The policy document con-
tends that competition with 
China is most pronounced in 
the Indo-Pacific, but it is also 
increasingly global.

“Around the world, the 

contest to write the rules of 
the road and shape the rela-
tionships that govern global 
affairs is playing out in every 
region and across econom-
ics, technology, diplomacy, 
development, security, and 
global governance,” it adds.

The US Security Strategy 
highlighted that the next 
ten years will be a decisive 
decade of competition with 
China.

“We stand now at the inflec-
tion point, where the choices 
we make and the priorities 
we pursue today will set us 
on a course that determines 
our competitive position long 
into the future,” the docu-
ment says.
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MASS SHOOTINGS 

US CONSPIRACY THEORIST 
FACES $1BN IN DAMAGES 
FOR SCHOOL SHOOTING CASE
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

A US court has asked Infowars founder and “conspiracy 
theorist” Alex Jones to pay families of Sandy Hook shooting 
victims and a first responder nearly USD 1 billion, media re-
ports said. A jury in the state of Connecticut decided that Alex 
should pay eight families of Sandy Hook Elementary School 
shooting victims and one police official USD 965 million in 
compensatory damages, CNN reported. Although the deci-
sion was announced on Wednesday, the report said the judge 
in the case has yet to consider punitive damages.

Christopher Mattei, an attorney for the families of Sandy 
Hook victims, lauded the court verdict.

“For over a month in this courthouse, this jury bore wit-
ness to Alex Jones’ 10-year attack on the families standing 
behind me. An attack that made him very rich, an attack that 
exploited the fears and resentments of his audience, an attack 
that targeted these families with the lie that they were frauds,” 
Mattei was quoted as saying by CNN. In December 2012, a 
20-year-old man shot and killed 26 people, in the Sandy Hook 
Elementary School shooting that occurred, in Newtown, Con-
necticut. Most of the victims in the incident were children, 
which was considered one of the deadliest mass shootings 
in a school.

US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan.

Kazakhstan President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev at CICA Summit.
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North Korea has test-fired two long-range strategic cruise 
missiles, state media reported on Thursday while adding that 
leader Kim Jong-un guided the test-fire of the missiles on the 
spot. The test fire was aimed at further enhancing the combat 
efficiency of the long-range missiles deployed for the opera-
tion of tactical nukes, Korean Central News Agency reported. 
Kim Jong-un expressed “great satisfaction” over the result of 
the test fire and appreciated the high reaction capabilities of 
the country’s “nuclear combat” forces, the state media added.

North Korean leader has been witnessing the country’s tac-
tical nuclear operation training over the past few days. On 
Monday, the state media released photos of Kim inspecting 
a missile launch at an undisclosed location in the country.

The missile that North Korea fired over Japan on October 4 
was a newly developed missile aimed at delivering stronger 
warnings to its enemies, the report said.

Tensions are escalating in the Korean peninsula as Kim-led 
North Korea launched several missile tests, including one that 
flew over neighbouring Japan. The United States and its allies 
responded with bombing drills. Pyongyang has fired several 
missiles in the past few weeks which has raised concerns in 
the region, with the US, South Korea and Japan responding 
with missile launches and joint military exercises this week, 
CNN reported. North Korea launched a suspected ballistic 
missile on Saturday, a day after the US and South Korea fin-
ished a naval exercise. This was a follow-up of an unidentified 
ballistic missile over Japan on Tuesday. This is the first such 
missile launch in years, prompting a warning for residents 
to take cover in northern Japan. On Saturday, South Korea’s 
Joint Chiefs of Staff called them a “serious provocation” which 
harms peace and safety. “North Korea’s repeated ballistic 
missile launch is a serious provocation that harms peace and 
safety of the Korean Peninsula as well as the international 
community, and it is also a clear violation of the UNSC resolu-
tion,” the joint chiefs said. The joint chiefs reported that the 
projectiles launched had a flight range of about 350 kilome-
tres and an altitude of about 90 kilometres. Slamming the 
missile launch, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken warned 
if North Korea continues “down this road” of provocation it 
will only increase the condemnation and increase the isola-
tion, CNN reported.

COMBAT EFFICIENCY

North Korea 
test-fires  
long-range 
strategic  
cruise missiles
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AMID WAR WITH UKRAINE

INSTC PROVIDES RUSSIA 
WITH OPTION TO SHIFT ‘TRADE 
STRATEGY’ IN CENTRAL ASIA

As the war in Ukraine continues to invite more and more 
sanctions on Russia, the International North-South Trade 
Corridor (INSTC) provides Moscow with a critical outlet to 
re-orient its export strategy around the trade in Central Asia, 
media reports said.

Russia is searching for more options to compensate for the 
sanctions slapped on the country by Western nations and the 
country is mooting a re-alignment of its trade relationships. 
Ukraine war is nearing its eighth month and there is no end in 
sight hence it seems suitable for Russia to pave a new strategy 
for its trade exports, reported Financial Post. Moscow aims to 
expand its trade in the Central Asian region through North-
South Corridor. The INSTC corridor connects Asia with 
Europe and helps Asian nations by providing connectivity.

However, Bandar Abbas Port, which is a part of the In-
ternational North-South Trade Corridor (INSTC) and has 
been handling the majority of Iran’s freight, is very congest-
ed during to its limited logistics capabilities. This Port can 
receive only 100,000-ton cargo ships. Most international 
shipping is carried out via 250,000-ton ships.

To resolve this problem, the goods which are to be docked 
at Bandar Abbas Port do not go directly at the port. All the 
goods first are docked at Dubai and transported onto small-
er ships. All this hassle causes delays for Iran as well as a 
considerable loss of revenue to the UAE.

However, there is a ray of hope in the INSTC corridor with 
the continued development of the Chabahar Port. With this, 
Iran is emerging as a “commercial transit centre for the re-
gion,” reported Financial Post.

The capacity is better than Bandar Abbas port as Cha-
bahar port is able to receive 250,000-ton cargo ships. The 
Chabahar Port has a current capacity of 2.5 million tons per 
annum and development is underway with a view to in-
creasing the capacity to 12.5 million tons.

It also reduces transit times, courtesy of its geographical 
location. With this positive outlook of trading in the region 
becoming easier, Russia is now increasing efforts to estab-
lish deeper trading relations with India and Central Asia.

Financial Post quoting Russian economist Maxim 
Mironov highlighted that sanctions are having an effect on 
the Russian economy but at a pace much slower than West-
ern powers were hoping. The reason for this is the depen-
dence of these very nations on Russia for its energy needs.

A series of heavy sanctions on Russia has not displaced the 
country of its stronghold position on as an energy producer.

Now, Russia’s focus lies on the INSTC, a 7,200-kilome-
ter route for transporting freight between India, Azerbai-
jan, Iran, Russia, Central Asia and Europe to propel its 
trade.
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RAPE CHARGES

Nepal court extends custody of 
cricketer Lamichhane by five days
TDG NETWORK
KATHMANDU

The Kathmandu District Court on 
Thursday extended the custody of star 
cricketer Sandeep Lamichhane by five 
days as he is being investigated for rape 
charges. Lamichhane was arrested ear-
lier on October 6 at Tribhuwan Inter-
national Airport and has been in police 
custody since then. Earlier, the deadline 
for the investigation into the star crick-
eter ended on October 12. 

The Kathmandu District Court had on 
October 13 granted permission to detain 
cricketer Sandeep Lamichhane, who 
was arrested on rape charges, for seven 
days for investigation and further state-
ment. We requested the honourable 
court that seven days would be long 
and one side investigation has already 
been concluded, so we asked for three 
days of custody. On the first of Kartik, 
that is October 18, he will be presented 
before the court. We expect the police to 
complete their investigation and bring 
their final report of the investigation,” 
Saroj Krishna Ghimire told reporters.

The Kathmandu District Court had on 
October 13 granted permission to detain 
for seven days for investigation. Lami-
chhane has been claiming innocence in 
court.

A teenage girl has alleged Sandeep of 
rape. The police will be able to detain 
Sandeep for a maximum of 24 days 
for investigation. A girl, 17, filed a case 
alleging Lamichhane for taking her 
to various places in Kathmandu and 
Bhaktapur all day on August 21 and 
brought her to a hotel in Sinamangal of 
Kathmandu where she was raped the 
same night.

A diffusion notice also was issued 
from INTERPOL as he was on large 
with his location unknown since the 

registration of the case against him.
The Kathmandu District Court also 

has issued an arrest warrant against 
him over the case of raping a 17-year-
old minor along with the Immigration 
Department of the Himalayan Nation 
blacklisting him.

Last year, leg spinner Lamichhane 
was appointed as the captain of the Ne-
pal cricket team. Lamichhane formerly 
captained the Nepal Under-19 side first 
in 2016 during the Asia Cup and then 
in 2017 for the Asian Cricket Council 
World Cup Qualifier. He has also played 
in the IPL. The Police on the other hand 
after receiving the complaint has initi-
ated an investigation under the National 
Penal (Code) Act, 2017’s Section 219. 
The National Penal (Code) Act, 2017 has 
criminalized the offence of rape under 
Chapter- 18, Section 219. Section 219 
(2) defines rape as “where any person 
has sexual intercourse with a woman 
without her consent or with a girl child 
below eighteen years of age even with 
her consent, the person shall be consid-
ered to commit rape on such woman or 
girl child.”

SECURITY STRATEGY

US policy document underlines 
threat posed by China, Russia

The Biden administra-
tion released a key 
policy document on 

Wednesday, underlining the 
threat posed to the US by both 
China and Russia. The Na-
tional Security Strategy states 
that China and Russia, who 
earlier this year announced 
a “no-limits partnership,” 
are increasingly aligned with 
each other, but the challenges 
they pose are distinct. “We 
will prioritise maintaining 
an enduring competitive edge 
over the PRC while constrain-
ing a still profoundly danger-
ous Russia,” it adds. 

The policy document con-
tends that competition with 
China is most pronounced in 
the Indo-Pacific, but it is also 
increasingly global. “Around 
the world, the contest to 
write the rules of the road 

and shape the relationships 
that govern global affairs is 
playing out in every region 
and across economics, tech-
nology, diplomacy, develop-
ment, security, and global 
governance,” it adds. 

The US Security Strategy 
highlights that the next ten 
years will be a decisive decade 
of competition with China. 
“We stand now at an inflec-
tion point, where the choices 
we make and the priorities we 
pursue today will set us on a 

course that determines our 
competitive position long into 
the future,” the document 
says.  The policy states that 
many US allies and partners, 
especially in the Indo-Pacific, 
stand on the frontlines of Chi-
na’s coercion and are rightly 
determined to seek their own 
security and prosperity. 

“We will support their abil-
ity to make sovereign deci-
sions in line with their in-
terests and values, free from 
external pressure, and work 
to provide high-standard and 
scaled investment, develop-
ment assistance, and mar-
kets,” it adds.

On the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict, the document says 
Moscow’s “imperialist for-
eign policy” culminated “in a 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine 
in an attempt to topple its gov-
ernment and bring it under 
Russian control.”

Over the past decade, the 

Russian government has cho-
sen to pursue an imperialist 
foreign policy with the goal 
of overturning key elements 
of the international order, the 
document says.

The Biden administration 
says that Russia now poses 
an immediate and persistent 
threat to international peace 
and stability. It says Putin’s 
war has profoundly dimin-
ished Russia’s status vis-a-vis 
China and other Asian pow-
ers such as India and Japan.

“Moscow’s soft power 
and diplomatic influence 
have waned, while its ef-
forts to weaponize energy 
have backfired. The historic 
global response to Russia’s 
war against Ukraine sends 
a resounding message that 
countries cannot enjoy the 
benefits of global integration 
while trampling on the core 
tenets of the UN Charter,” it 
adds.
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‘POLITICAL VENGEANCE’ NO CASUALTIES

PAKISTAN PM SHEHBAZ SHARIF, HIS SON HAMZA 
ACQUITTED IN RS 16 BILLION MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

Attackers hurl grenades at 
Peshawar airport watch tower

Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif and his son 
Hamza Shahbaz were ac-
quitted on Wednesday in Rs 
16 billion money laundering 
case.

The Special Court, Central 
acquitted both of them in the 
case lodged against them by 
the Federal Investigation 

Agency, reported Geo News. 
The court announced its 
judgment in the mega money 
laundering case against the 
Shehbaz family after the 
FIA prosecutor informed 
the court that no money was 
directly deposited in the ac-
counts of the father-son duo.

The father-son duo—who 
were summoned today—did 
not appear before the court as 
their counsel filed a request 

for exemption as PM Shehbaz 
had official engagements and 
Hamza was not well, reported 
Geo News. Meanwhile, the 
FIA still insists that case 
should proceed against PM 
Shehbaz, Hamza. However, 
the court says FIA failed to 
produce “concrete evidence”.

FIA submitted a challan 
against Hamza, PM Shehbaz 
in December 2021.

The court acquitted the 

prime minister and his son 
after the FIA—last week—had 
cleared the PML-N leaders 
on the charges of launder-
ing Rs 16 billion as there was 
“no direct evidence” against 
the father-son duo, reported 
Geo News. After the verdict’s 
announcement, the prime 
minister thanked God for his 
acquittal and termed the case 
against him “fake, baseless, 
and based on political ven-

geance”. “No matter how 
much I thank God enough for 
this, it won’t be enough,” he 
said in a tweet. PM Shehbaz 
said that “despite the worst 
practices, use of state force, 
and holding institutions 
hostage,” he still triumphed, 
reported Geo News. In a state-
ment, the former chief minis-
ter said the verdict marks the 
victory of “truth, righteous-
ness, and honesty”.

Unidentified attackers on 
Tuesday hurled a hand gre-
nade at the security watch 
tower of Peshawar airport. 
Sources said unidentified 
attackers hurled a hand gre-
nade at the security watch 
tower in Pahlawanano Pul 
on the Warsak Road side in 
the limits of Tehkal Police 

Station, which went off with 
a loud explosion. 

However, the attack did 
not cause any casualties, 
reported The News Inter-
national. The watch tower 
was constructed to secure 
the funnel area of the Bacha 
Khan International Airport. 

The News International re-
ported that Capital City Po-
lice Officer Muhammad Ijaz 
Khan confirmed the grenade 

attack on the tower, reported 
The News International.

He said the building 
housed the offices of the Nar-
cotics Eradication Team and 
the Anti-Car Lifting Cell. 

Heavy contingents of police 
were rushed to the site after 
the explosion. The area was 
cordoned off and a search 
operation was launched, 
reported The News Inter-
national.
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Uttar 
Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi 

Adityanath 
holding an 

infant during 
the meeting 

with the 
flood-affected 
people,  while 

he was  in 
Balrampur  

to review the 
situation on 
Wednesday.   
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5 BizARRe Guinness 
WoRld RecoRds
Many people have made a presence for themselves 
and stood out for a variety of reasons. Some of 
these documents are strange, but they’re also 
fascinating. Many have made history and re-
ceived recognition in the Guinness Book of World 
Records. Along with that, there are people who 
have established some of the most peculiar and 
strangest world records ever. The following list 
of five Guinness World Records will astound and 
confound you:

28 feet long nails 
American Lee Redmond’s nails took ap-
proximately 30 years to fully develop. In 
1979, she first began growing her nails. In 

case you were curious, the total length of her nails, 
including all of her fingernails, is 28 feet, 4 inches.

the hairiest family 
Four members of a family of 19 from 
Mexico named Victor “Larry” Gomez, 
Gabriel “Danny” Ramos Gomez, Luisa 

Lilia De Lira, and Jesus Manuel Fajardo Aceves 
have a disorder known as congenital generalised 
hypertrichosis (excessive facial and torso hair). 
Additionally, they are the largest hairy family ac-
cording to Guinness World Records.

spinning a ball on a 
toothbrush 
Sandeep Singh Kaila set a world record 
while spinning a basketball on a tooth-

brush for the longest time.Sandeep, a Canadian, 
committed the most absurd act imaginable. In 
order to set a world record, he spun a basketball 
on a toothbrush for 1 minute, 8.15 seconds in 
January 2019.
 

stopped electric fan with 
tongue
Have we not all admired our robotic voic-
es while seated in front of a fan? Well, 

a woman got the better of it. Australian Zoe Ellis 
attempted the impossible and managed to halt the 
blade with her tongue! With her tongue, she was 
able to shut off electric fans 32 times at once.
 

stretchiest skin 
Garry Turner, from Britain, has a dis-
order called Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome, 
which allows him to stretch the skin on 

his stomach to a maximum of 6.25 inches. For 
those who are unaware, Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome 
is a connective-tissue disorder where the collagen 
is damaged, causing skin to become loose and 
joints to become excessively flexible. He doesn›t 
even experience pain when stretching his skin. 

 — SIMRAN SINGH

#viralelephant

elephant savours ‘pani puri’ on 
street, netizens reacts
Indians love panipuri, a popular street food that can be 
found all over the nation and is known by various names. 
People walking by can hardly help but bite into the tangy 
and crispy delicacy that is combined with flavouring 
water. People adore the snack known as “puchke,” “gol-
gappe,” or “patashe,” while an elephant’s experimenting 
with it has gone viral online.

An elephant is shown in a video posted by Indian Police 
Service officer DipanshuKabra devouring many “pa-
nipuris” one after the other. The street vendor fills the 
circular hollow puri with onion, potato, and flavouring 
water as an observer on top of the elephant watches the 
pachyderm adorably take the puri on its trunk and eat it. 
The animal can be seen eating “panipuri” without hesita-
tion, one after the other. Onlookers can be heard giggling 
at the elephant’s performance in the background.

“Everyone loves #PaniPuri,” Kabra captioned the clip. 
Since being shared, the clip has amassed more than 
24,700 views on Twitter.

Netizens were intrigued by the elephant voraciously 
eating the street food. A user commented, “Why not 
elephant lol.” Another user commented, “wow one of 
the amazing nd lifetime moment.” A third user wrote, “In-
crease the size of puri as per customer needs.”

One of the users wrote, “Looking cute  #elephant 
#panipuri.”

 I was the 
president of 
the Cricket 
Association 
of Bengal for 
five years and 
president of 
BCCI for years. 
You cannot play and 
remain in the administration forever.

— Sourav GanGuly

BRAin-PicKinG

President of BCCI.

Entrepreneur revives centuries-old 
mud house heritage in J-K

unique

Mind MATTeRs 

TDG NeTwoRk
JAMMu AND KASHMIR 

Aligning with the history and heritage 
of Jammu and Kashmir, the youth are 
now venturing into new business mod-
els while also keeping up with the tradi-
tional businesses in the valley, according 
to a report.

The latest example of the same is a 
young entrepreneur, Sameer Ahmed, 
who has built “Kulube Cottages”, which 
have become a major tourist attraction 
now in the central district of Ganderbal, 
located in PuraKangan.

According to the report, these houses 
are made of mud from the outside, and 
they are equipped with all the facilities 

of a hotel from the inside.
Ahmed said that he has built three 

mud houses and that he has had the idea 
of doing so for a long time, a thought that 
would connect him with his roots.

The mid-houses give a sense of old-
style living along with the ambience, 
while the modern facilities in the in-
terior do not create any difficulties for 
tourists, the report said.

Highlighting Kashmir’s “simple and 
unique” lifestyle, he said that the houses 
were made of mud in ancient times and 
people used traditional earthenware for 
various purposes. However, in modern 
times, there have been a lot of changes 
in the way of life of people.

Ahmed said Kulube Cottages are a link 

to reviving this old way of life.
Kulube Cottages feature mud houses 

as well as a restaurant in which clay pots 
are used for cooking and eating.

Ahmed said that he is planning on 
building more such mud houses for the 
accommodation of more people.

A tourist who had visited the spot said 
that he got an opportunity to connect 
with the old way of life after he visited 
the spot.

The tourists also lauded the youth of 
the valley, stating that they are doing 
unprecedented work to stay connected 
with their roots. He also called for sup-
port for the youths from the central 
government and the union territory 
administration.

TecHnoloGy

Flying cars! No, it is not 
an imagination any-
more. Dubai recently 

witnessed this futuristic 
technology with a Chinese 
manufacturer made its first 
public flight in the United 
Arab Emirates. Chinese 
technology and electric ve-
hicle manufacturer - Xpeng, 
tested the world’s first flying 
electric taxi on Monday. To 
make people’s lives easier, 
the firm gave a glimpse of 
what the future could look 
like with the car.

After taking off from Sky-
dive Dubai, the X2 flying 
car completed its test flight, 
ushering in a brand-new 
thrilling era of short-haul 
trips and intelligent mobil-
ity solutions.

The autonomous two-seat-
er flying car has a maximum 
takeoff weight of 760 kg, a 
560 kg empty weight, and a 
130 km/h top flight speed. It 
has a 35-minute flight time 

and is made of premium car-
bon fibre and is fitted with 
an airframe parachute.

The car can carry two pas-
sengers at a time. Well, this is 
not the first flying car made; 
many were made prior to 
this, however, only a hand-
ful have been successfully 
tested with passengers on 
board.

The most recent version of 
flying cars is the futuristic 
electric vertical takeoff and 

landing vehicle (eVTOL), 
which has autonomous 
flight capabilities and an 
intelligent flight control sys-
tem. The X2 is built for low-
altitude cities and produces 
no carbon dioxide.

According to the reports, 
flying cars could be avail-
able for commercial use in 
the next two to three years.

Executive director for in-
ternational offices at the 
Dubai Chamber of Com-

merce and Industry, Omar 
Abdulaziz AlKhan was 
cited by the publication 
as saying, “It depends on 
how fast we can adapt the 
framework of commercial-
ized urban flying. There will 
be more tests happening in 
Dubai, and then it will be 
commercialized,he said 
adding that in his opinion, it 
can be used commercially in 
Dubai within the next two to 
three years.”

THe fuTuRe is HeRe! ‘flyinG cAR’ 
TesTed And TRusTed in duBAi
TDG NeTwoRk
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MeGHAn MARKle TAlKs To 
deePiKA PAduKone oveR 
MenTAl HeAlTH issue

loneliness And sAdness sPeed uP AGeinG fAsTeR THAn sMoKinG

World’s longest nails

Who wants to age faster? 
Well, you will be shocked 
to read that you are dealing 
with these ageing factors 
almost every day. Loneli-
ness and sadness are more 
dangerous than smoking.  
According to a study, weak-
ness and major diseases 
associated with ageing are 
worsened by the develop-
ment of molecular damage. 
Some people’s molecular 
processes are more intense 
than others, causing them to 
age faster.

Fortunately, the increased 
pace of ageing may be de-
tected before its disastrous 
consequences manifest by 

using digital models of age-
ing (ageing clocks). Such 
models can also be used to 
derive anti-ageing therapies 
on individual and popula-
tion levels. According to the 
latest article published in

Aging-US, any anti-ageing 
therapy needs to focus on 
one’s mental health as much 
as on one’s physical health. 
An international collabora-
tion led by Deep Longev-
ity with the US and Chinese 
scientists has measured the 
effects of being lonely, having 
restless sleep, or feeling un-
happy on the pace of ageing 
and found it to be significant.

The article features a new 
ageing clock trained and 
verified with blood and bio-
metric data of 11,914 Chinese 

adults. This is the first age-
ing clock to be trained exclu-
sively on a Chinese cohort of 
such volume.

Ageing acceleration was 
detected in people with a 
history of stroke, liver and 
lung diseases, smokers, and 

most interestingly, people in 
a vulnerable mental state. 
Feeling hopeless, unhappy, 
and lonely was shown to 
increase one’s biological age 
more than smoking. Other 
factors linked to ageing ac-
celeration include being sin-

gle and living in a rural area 
(due to the low availability of 
medical services).

The authors of the article 
concluded that the psy-
chological aspect of ageing 
should not be neglected ei-
ther in research or in practi-
cal anti-ageing applications. 
According to Manuel Faria 
from Stanford University 
“Mental and psychosocial 
states are some of the most 
robust predictors of health 
outcomes -- and quality of 
life -- yet they have largely 
been omitted from modern 
healthcare.”

Alex Zhavoronkov, the 
CEO of Insilico Medicine, 
points out that the study 
provides a course of action 
to “slow down or even re-

verse psychological ageing 
on a national scale.”

Earlier this year, Deep 
Longevity released an AI-
guided mental health web 
service FuturSelf.AI that is 
based on a preceding pub-
lication in Aging-US. The 
service offers a free psycho-
logical assessment that is 
processed by an AI and pro-
vides a comprehensive re-
port on a user’s psychologi-
cal age as well as current and 
future mental well-being. 
Deepankar Nayak, the CEO 
of Deep longevity affirms, 
“FuturSelf.AI, in combina-
tion with the study of older 
Chinese adults, positions 
Deep Longevity at the fore-
front of biogerontological 
research.”

Deepika Padukone is the 
flag-bearer of mental health 
in the Bollywood industry. 
The actress recently ap-
peared on Meghan Markle’s 
podcast. The podcast cov-
ered various topics and 
aspects but one particular 

statement from Meghan has 
garnered quite some atten-
tion.

The Duchess of Sussex 
revealed the “worst point” 
of her life during the inter-
view and discussed how 
her husband, Prince Harry, 
helped her in overcoming it. 
She revealed to Deepika how 
Harry helped her in con-
necting with a mental health 
expert during the tough time 

in her life. She said, “I mean, 
I think at my worst point, 
being finally connected to 
someone that, you know, my 
husband had found a refer-
ral for me to call. And I called 
this woman; she didn’t even 
know I was calling her.”

She narrated an anecdote, 
“My husband had found a 
referral for me to call. And 

I called this woman, and 
she didn’t even know I was 
calling her ... and she was 
checking out at the grocery 
store... I could hear the little 
beep, beep ... She could hear 
the dire state that I was in,”

“But I think it’s for all of 
us to be really honest about 
what it is that you need and 
to not be afraid and make 
peace with that, to ask for 
it,” Meghan continued.

Deepika PadukoneMeghan Markle
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According to several reports, industries contribute up to 50% to 
the air pollution in the country.

Source: wikimedia

Stubble burning is degrading the quality of air in various parts of the country, especially the Delhi-NCR region, leading to increased health concerns across India.

Source: wikimedia

In 2021, Delhi topped the list of cities with the worst Air Quality 
in the world.
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RISING POLLUTION

GRAP: Action nEEDED to 
imPRovE AiR QuAlity
the Graded Response 

Action Plan or GRAP, 
which provides for 

preemptive steps to fight 
the winter air pollution in 
the national capital region 
(ncR), came into effect 
on 5th october 2022. the 
implementation is a conse-
quence of the deterioration 
of the Air Quality index 
(AQi) in Delhi ncR to below 
the ‘poor’ category. the plan 
requires curbs to be placed 
on activities known to have 
an adverse impact on air 
quality. the plan is the first 
of its kind. it imposes re-
strictions on activities that 
cause air pollution, not after 
the quality of air has already 
deteriorated but based on 
the forecasts or predictions 
of a fall in air quality in the 
upcoming  days. it marks a 
new beginning in the way 
governments address the 
increasing problem of poor 
air quality. According to the 
central Pollution control 
Board (cPcB), Delhi’s AQi 
was at 211, the highest read-
ing since 25th June of this 

year (AQi 230), triggering 
the implementation of stage 
1 measures under GRAP. 

GRAP refers to a set of 
emergency measures that 
will come into force to pre-
vent the further deteriora-
tion of air quality after it has 
reached a certain threshold. 
it is different from the origi-
nal version of GRAP which 
first came into effect in 2017 
and provided for measures 
that would come into force 
when the air quality had al-
ready fallen below a certain 
level. the current Plan is 
based on present air quality 
and meteorological forecasts 
by the indian institute of 
tropical meteorology (iitm) 
and the india meteorological 
Department (imD). it is im-
plemented by the commis-
sion for Air Quality man-
agement (cAQm), which 
was set up in 2021 to take 
over Environment Pollution 
(Prevention & control) Au-
thority (EPcA)’s functions, 
and includes incremental 
and adaptable measures 
that will be updated and es-
calated according to changes 
in the AQi. 

Damini mehta

FOUR CaTeGORIeS OF  
aIR QUaLITy
the upgraded GRAP classifies the quality of air into four cat-
egories—moderate to poor, very poor, severe, and severe + or 
emergency—based on the presence of particulate matter Pm 
2.5 and / or Pm 10 (refer to table Air Quality categories under 
GRAP). Different levels of air quality based on the concentra-
tion of Pm 2.5 and / or Pm 10 in the air are categorised as 
stages of GRAP. Stage 1 comes into force when the AQi is in 
the poor category, while the second, third, and fourth stages 
are activated when the AQi reaches the very poor category, 
severe category, and severe + category, respectively.
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The Punjab government has given 4,100 machines to the farmers in Kapurthala to manage stubble burning in the state.

Between 2012 and 2021, PM 10 levels in Delhi have fallen 
by around 40 per cent and the PM 2.5 levels by around 31 
per cent, according to data presented by the Delhi Pollu-
tion Control Committee (DPCC). According to the CAQM, 
the recent deterioration in air quality is a result of “localised 
influence” such as a large number of effigies being burnt 
on the occasion of Dussehra and during political protests, 
a finding reiterated by the IITM. According to IITM, there 
have been no substantial changes in parameters like tem-
perature, wind speed, and emissions from farm fires in the 
run-up to 5th October, which might cause this spike in air 
pollution levels; instead “hyperlocal emissions’’ have im-
pacted the air quality. However, as the winter progresses, 
a drop in temperature levels, reduced wind speeds, and in-
creased fog are likely to worsen the situation. 

In 2021, IQAir, a Switzerland based climate group and 
technology partner of United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP), ranked three Indian cities in the top ten 
cities across the world with worst air quality indices. Delhi 
(AQI 556) topped the list, followed by Kolkata (AQI 177) at 
fourth position and Mumbai (AQI 169) at sixth position. 
India’s average AQI in 2021 was 151 and was ranked fifth 
among the worst air qualities globally in 2021. Metro cities 
in India have been witnessing a spike in PM 2.5 and PM 10 
levels over the years. Increased industrial activity, increas-
ing demand for power, and the exponential rise in the num-
ber of vehicles on the roads, despite expansion in public 
transport, have been some of the major factors contributing 

to deteriorating air quality levels in cities across the country. 
While localised factors like sea and land breeze in coastal 
cities such as Mumbai help disperse polluting particles and 
mitigate poor air quality, landlocked areas such as Delhi-
NCR do not find similar respite. 

In 2020, all six metro cities in India (with the exception 
of Chennai) saw a rise in air pollution levels. IQAir also 
reports that 50 per cent of pollution in India comes from 
industries, followed by 27 per cent by vehicles, 17 per cent 
from crop burning, and 7 per cent from domestic cooking. 
While the availability of cleaner fuels and increased usage of 
Liquid Natural Gas (LNG) in recent years has helped reduce 
pollution in residential areas of Delhi, Mumbai, Lucknow, 
and Bhopal, a lot more needs to be done at the institutional, 
public, and individual levels to ensure residents of major cit-
ies and eventually all regions can lead better quality lives. 

Contributing reports by Yuvraaj 
Singh Rahal, Junior Research Associ-
ate at Polstrat, Ishani Garg, Sankalp 
Mishra, Mihikaa Singal, Meherin 
Singh Kalsey and Thota Saimanikan-
ta, Research Interns at Polstrat

Deteriorating air Quality is  
an all-inDia ConCern

Curbs anD Measures
The CAQM revised the Graded Response Action Plan ear-
lier this year, altering the approach to air quality manage-
ment. The most recent measures under GRAP are catego-
rised into four categories. Category 1, meant to deal with 
moderate to poor air quality, outline measures such as 
heavy fines on garbage burning, closure of or strict enforce-
ment of pollution control regulations in brick kilns, mecha-
nised sweeping and water sprinkling on roads, and a strict 
ban on firecrackers. Under the next category  to deal with 
very poor air quality, the use of diesel generators is prohib-
ited, parking fees are quadrupled, and bus and metro ser-
vices are increased. To prevent hospitalisation and fatalities 
from poor ambient air, those with respiratory and cardiac 
conditions are to be advised to restrict outdoor movement. 

The third stage undertakes stricter measures to prevent 
the ambient air quality from falling to severe levels. Brick 
kilns, hot mix plants, and stone crushers are required to 
be shut down and natural gas to be made the main source 
of power generation. The public is to be encouraged to use 
public transport through differential rates and mecha-
nised cleaning and sprinkling of water on roads is to be 
increased. In the last stage, in the event that air quality is 
predicted to fall to severe + or emergency levels, heavy vehi-
cles like trucks are to be prohibited from entering into Delhi 
(except for essential commodities), construction work is to 

be suspended and an odd/even scheme for plying private 
vehicles is to come into force. The last stage also provides 
for the government to set up a task force to take a call on 
any additional steps, including shutting down schools and 
colleges.

While GRAP requires concerted action by all the stake-
holders, including the central and state governments, to 
work together to improve air quality, the Delhi government 
has announced other measures as well to ensure Delhi is 
not shrouded in smog like previous winters. Delhi’s Envi-
ronment Minister Gopal Rai recently announced a month-
long campaign to check dust pollution at construction sites. 
586 teams from 12 government departments will monitor 
the compliance of pollution norms at construction sites in 
Delhi. The Delhi government has also set up a Green War 
Room to monitor measures being taken to mitigate air pol-
lution levels, and to track AQI and instances of stubble 
burning. The Green War Room began functioning on 3rd 
October 2022 and will operate round-the-clock to moni-
tor data and complaints received via the Green Delhi App, 
where people can report instances of activities causing air 
pollution. On 30th September 2022, the state government 
announced a 15-point ‘winter action plan’ to deal with the 
air quality woes the city faces each winter and appealed to 
neighbouring states to take measures to curb air pollution.

Charting the Course of graP
GRAP was first formulated in 2017 by the Environmental 
Pollution (Prevention and Control) Authority (EPCA) and 
the Delhi government and dates back to the 2016 Supreme 
Court of India (SC) verdict in the MC Mehta v/s Union of India 
case. The SC had directed state authorities to take incremen-
tal steps to maintain ambient air quality standards in Delhi 
NCR. In its initial phase from 2017 to 2021, the plan provided 
for measures in three stages with the fourth stage ‘severe + 
or emergency’ being a recent addition. Till October 2020, 
GRAP was implemented by the SC-appointed EPCA. The 
CAQM now oversees the implementation of GRAP based on 
the forecast of air quality in Delhi and calls for coordination 

between 13 agencies from Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, and 
Rajasthan. 

The broad range of factors that affect the air quality of any 
region require integrated action to be addressed in varying 
sectors, ranging from transportation to industry, and power 
generation to construction. For successful implementation of 
GRAP, the various stakeholders are responsible for oversee-
ing the respective measures in each category. State govern-
ments, state pollution control boards, traffic police, Central 
Public Works Department (CPWD), and Petroleum and Ex-
plosives Safety Organisations (PESOs) from each state are 
the main stakeholders in charge of enforcing these measures. 
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RISING POPULARITY

PRESTIGIOUS TROPHY

Women’s Indian Premier 
League (WIPL) is set to start 
next year after the conclu-
sion of the ICC Women’s T20 
World Cup on 26 February.
BCCI in the paper on WIPL 
said, “It will be a challenge 
to play the WIPL in the 
home and away format, be-
cause with five to six teams 
it is not possible to have a 
match every day. It is sug-
gested that the tournament 
can be played in caravan 
style, where after finishing 
ten matches at one venue, 
the next ten matches to be 
played at the next venue. 
Therefore, ten matches each 
to be played across two ven-
ues in the 2023 WIPL sea-
son, ten each in the next two 
venues in the 2024 season, 
and for the 2025 season ten 
matches in the remaining 
one venue and the remain-
ing ten in one of the venues 
from 2023 season.”

BCCI will be selling five 
franchises for WIPL. Un-
like men’s IPL, in which 
franchises bid for teams in 
a particular city, BCCI has 
chalked two plans.

The first plan comprises 
selling teams across six 
zones all over the country. A 
set of cities in each zone has 
been shorlisted: Dharamsa-
la/Jammu (North zone), 
Pune/Rajkot (West), Indore/
Nagpur/Raipur (Central), 
Ranchi/Cuttack (East), Ko-
chi/Visakhapatnam (South) 
and Guwahati (North-East).

In another plan, teams 

will be sold without a solid 
home base and matches will 
take place at six shortlisted 
IPL venues, namely Ahmed-
abad, Bengaluru, Chennai, 
Delhi, Kolkata and Mumbai.

BCCI will present this 
plan at AGM next week but 
the IPL Governing Council 
chairman, who himself will 
be decided at the AGM, will 
take the final decision along 
with other office-bearers of 
BCCI.

Women’s cricket has 
started getting popularity in 
India ever since the women’s 
team reached the finals of the 
2017 ODI World Cup, where 
they lost to England.

In 2018, BCCI launched 
the Women’s T20 Chal-
lenge, which was initially a 
one-match event. But over 
the years, it was extended to 
three teams.

“With the rise in popu-
larity of women’s cricket in 
the country mainly due to 
prominent performances 
by the Indian Senior Cricket 
team on the world stage by 

qualifying for semi-finals 
in 2018 T20 World Cup, 
finals in 2020 T20 World 
Cup, securing a silver medal 
in the recently held 2022 
Commonwealth games in 
Birmingham, we intend to 
conduct the Women’s IPL on 
similar lines with the Indian 
Premier League,” said BCCI 
in its paper on WIPL.

The growth on the do-
mestic front in women’s 
cricket has been massive, 
with paper stating, “an over-
all increase of 111 per cent 
in participation of players 
along various categories” 
during eight-year period be-
tween 2014-2022. A further 
breakdown also listed num-
ber increasing to 129 per cent 
in the senior women’s cate-
gory and 92 per cent in the 
under-19 category.

WIPL will join The Hun-
dred, Caribbean Premier 
League, and Women’s Big 
Bash League as T20 leagues 
that have increased the 
global popularity of women’s 
cricket.

It was a game that they domi-
nated, but in the end it took 
a header in the first-half of 
extra-time by Setungchim, 
to ensure that the prestigious 
Subroto Cup Boys Under-17 
crown came to Nagaland af-

ter 42 years. For the record, 
Pilgrim Higher Secondary 

School (PHSS), Dimapur, 
Nagaland, beat Government 

Model Higher Secondary 
School (GMHSS), Chan-
digarh 1-0 to win the 61st 
Subroto Cup International 
Football Tournament Boys 
Under-17 title here at the fa-
mous Dr. Bhimrao Ambed-
kar Stadium in the national 
capital. 

The winners received the 

grand trophy from the Chief 
Guest, Air Chief Marshal V.R. 
Chaudhari, PVSM AVSM 
VM ADC, Chief of Air Staff. 
Also present on the occasion 
to inspire and cheer on the fi-
nalists was Tokyo Olympics 
silver medalist wrestler Ravi 
Dahiya, who was the Guest of 
Honour.

WOMEN’S IPL SET TO START 
IN MARCH NEXT YEAR

NAGALAND WINS SUBROTO CUP AFTER 42 YEARS

SUPRIYA SAXENA
SYLHET  

WOMEN’S ASIA CUP

DEEPTI, SHAFALI VERMA POWER INDIA 
TO 74-RUN WIN OVER THAILAND

Shafali Verma’s knock of 
42 followed by Deepti 
Sharma’s three-wicket 

haul guided India to a 74 runs 
win over Thailand in the semi-
final of the ongoing Women’s 
Asia Cup 2022 here at Sylhet 
International Cricket Stadium 
on Thursday.

With this comprehensive 
victory, the Women in Blue 
secured a place in the final and 
will face the winner of semifi-
nal 2- Pakistan vs Sri Lanka- 
on Saturday. The second semi-
final between Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka will be played later on 
Thursday. India qualified for 
the final for the 8th consecu-
tive time in Women’s Asia Cup 
history. For Thailand, Narue-
mol Chaiwai and Nattaya 
Boochatham both scored 21 
runs respectively. For India, 
Deepti Sharma bagged three 
while Rajeshwari Gayakwad 
scalped two wickets.

Chasing a target of 149 

runs, Thailand got off to a bad 
start as Deepti Sharma di-
missed Thai opener Nannapat 
Koncharoenkai for five runs in 
the third over of the innings.

In the fifth over of the in-
nings, Deepti struck again 
and sent Natthakan Chantham 
packing as the Thai batter 
handed an easy catch to Pooja 
Vastrakar at deep mid-wicket.

Deepti bagged the third 
wicket of the innings in her 
last over, dismissing Sornna-
rin Tippoch for five runs. After 
that Renuka Singh broke the 
Thai middle order by dismiss-

ing Chanida Sutthiruang in the 
8th over of the innings.

After 15 overs, Thailand 
were four wickets down for 
50 and kept losing wickets at 
regular intervals. Well-set bat-
ter Nattaya Boochatham was 
sent back to the pavilion, LBW 
to Sneh Rana for 21 off 29.

Rajeshwari Gayakwad then 
delivered back-to-back two 
blows to the Thailand team, 
dismissing skipper Naruemol 
Chaiwai for 21 and Phannita 
Maya for zero, leaving Thai-
land tottering at 72/8.

In the last two overs, India 

bowlers restricted Thai batters 
from scoring runs and forced 
them to end thier innings at 
74-9 to clinch a 74 runs victory 
and a spot in the Wome’s Asia 
Cup final. Top knocks by Sha-
fali Verma and Harmanpreet 
Kaur guided India to a total of 
148/6 against Thailand.

For India Shafali made 42 
while Harmanpreet scored 36 
runs. For Thailand Sornnarin 
Tippoch bagged three while 
Thipatcha Putthawong, Phan-
nita Maya and Nattaya Boo-
chatham scalped one wicket 
each. Put to bat first, India got 
off to a flying start as the open-
ing duo of Shafali Verma and 
Smriti Mandhana hammered 
Thailand bowlers all around 
the ground providing their 
team with a solid start.

The duo slammed 34 runs 
under 5 overs. The blistering 
partnership came to an end 
when Mandhana departed 
after scoring 13 runs in 14 
deliveries. Shafali continued 
to hammer the Thai bowlers 
while rotating the strike at 

regular intervals. Jemimah 
Rodrigues joined the opener 
to keep the moumentum going.

Sornnarin Tippoch gave In-
dia a big blow as she dismissed 
Shafali for 42 off 28, with the 
score at 67/2. The opener’s 
wicket brought captain Har-
manpreet Kaur to the crease. 
In the 11th over of the innings, 
Rodrigues and Harmanpreet 
shifted gears and hit Nanthita 
Boonsukham for 16 runs.

Thipatcha Putthawong 
struck in the 14th over of the 
innings to dismiss Rodrigues 
for 27 off 26. Richa Ghosh then 
came out to bat but could not 
do much and was back in the 
pavilion after scoring just two 
runs on the delivery of Sorn-
narin Tippoch. In the 18th 
over of the innings, Tippoch 
gave India another blow as she 
sent back well-set batter Har-
manpreet, who after scored 36 
runs off 30 deliveries. Deepti 
Sharma then came out to bat. 
In the last two overs of the in-
nings, India managed to score 
16 runs for a score of 148/6.
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Team India.

Women’s T20 challenge is the closest thing to IPL for women 
currently.
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UNABLE TO EXPLOIT TAKE OVER

KL Rahul’s knock went in 
vain as Western Australia 
stunned India with a 32-run 

victory in the second practice match 
in Perth on Thursday.

Western Australia posted 168/8 
in their 20 overs owing to gritty 
half-centuries by Nick Hobson and 
D’Arcy Short. Ashwin’s three-wicket 
haul helped India restrict Western 
Australia’s flow of runs after the 
team had a blistering start to their 
innings. India started the chase 
watchfully, with KL Rahul and 
Rishabh Pant trying to see off the 
initial swing and seam of the new 
ball. Pacers Jason Behrendorff and 
Matthew Kelly stuck to their line 
and lengths.

Both the bowlers bowled with 
great control and kept asking ques-
tions with the ball forcing the bat-
ters to play cautiously. Pant tried to 
break the shackles but perished in 
the attempt to do so. Behrendorff 
dismissed him in the fifth over for 
9 which came off 11 balls.

Deepak Hooda was promoted 
up their order given his rich form 
in the limited opportunities he has 
got for the Indian team, which also 
includes a T20I century against 

Ireland. However, the 
batter failed to make 
a mark and was sent 
back to the dress-

ing room by 
Lance Mor-
ris for a pal-
try 6(9).

Th e  I n-
d i a n  t e a m 
was unable 
to exploit the 
fielding re-

strictions 
and ended the 
power play with 
29/1.

Hardik Pandya 
walked in to bat at num-
ber four and immediate-
ly made an impact as the 
all-rounder smashed 
two massive sixes 
within a quick space. 
The batter, however, 
was not able to carry 
his innings forward 
and was sent packing 
by Hamish Mckenzie 
for 17(9).

All-rounder Axar Patel was sent 
ahead in the pursuit of some quick 
runs but the left-hander played a 
scratchy inning of 2(7) before bow-
ing out to Morris in the 13th over 

leaving the team 
at 79/4 in the 

13th over.
India’s 

recently 
designated 
finisher 

Dinesh 

Karthik then partnered with Ra-
hul to take India beyond the 100-
run mark but was unable to close 
the match, unlike the previous few 
matches where he hit the winning 
runs. He was dismissed for 10(14) 
in the 16th over leaving India strug-
gling at 107/6 at the end of the 16 
overs.

The men in blue needed 62 runs 
from the final four overs with Ra-
hul still at the crease reaching his 
fifty in 43 balls with Harshal Patel 
joining him at the crease.

Rahul played some powerful 
shots in the latter part of his in-
nings, smashing 21 runs off the 
17th over giving the team a glim-
mer of hope but was dismissed by 
Andrew Tye ending India’s hope 
of winning the match. The opener 
was dismissed for 74 off 55 balls 
which included nine boundaries 
and two sixes.

India ended their inning at 132/8 
giving Western Australia a 32-
run win.Brief Scores: Western 

Australia 168/8 (Nick Hob-
son 64, D’Arcy Short 52; R 

Ashwin 3/32) India 
132/8 (KL Rahul 74, 

Hardik Pandya 
17; Lance Morris 
2/23).
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ONE CANNOT STAY IN ADMINISTRATION 
FOREVER: SOURAV GANGULY

Gold-minting swimmers Sajan 
Prakash (Kerala) and Hashika Ram-
achandra (Karnataka) were crowned 
the Best Male Athlete and Best Fe-
male Athlete respectively in the 36th 
National Games on Wednesday.

As per a press release from the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, 
29-year-old Sajan Prakash won eight 
medals - five individual gold, two sil-
ver and a bronze - to pip Srihari Na-
taraj who also claimed eight medals 
in all, with six gold including two in 
relays. It is the second straight time 
that India’s most experienced swim-
mer has bagged the coveted trophy 
after his success in the 2015 National 
Games in Kerala. Hashika Ramach-
andra, just 14 years of age, won six 
gold in her collection of seven med-
als on National Games debut. She be-
came the first Karnataka athlete in 23 
years to bag this coveted trophy. Ni-
sha Millet was the last winner from 
Karnataka, having swept medals in 
the 1999 National Games in Imphal.

Hashika Ramachandra said she 
was unsure if she would get the Best 
Female Athlete Award until she got 
a call yesterday. “I am delighted that I 

have been named for the prestigious 
award.”

“This will inspire me to get better 
and deliver more great performanc-
es. There may be a little bit pressure 
on me from now, but I have to do 
what I have to do,” she said.

Sajan was part of one of the most 
sensational 800m Freestyle races 
in India, where he claimed bronze 
ahead of younger swimmers like 
Anesh S Gowda and Vedaant Mad-

havan. He was glowing in his praise 
of the Florida-based swimmers 
Advait Page (Madhya Pradesh) 
and Aryan Nehra (Gujarat) and felt 
happy to be in the mix till the final 
few metres.

“I was happy to compete in the 
National Games in Gujarat. It was a 
sudden but welcome development 
that the Games was announced 
and the biggest sporting meet in the 
country was held. I thank everyone 

who has worked to put the Games to-
gether at such short notice,” he said, 
having previously wondered if the 
National Games would happen.

More than his collection of eight 
medals in the National Games 2022, 
Sajan Prakash has set good examples 
to the next generation of swimmers 
he came face to face with at the Sar-
dar Patel Aquatics Complex in Ra-
jkot. He walked the talk by being 
gracious, win or lose.

“I have heard that young athletes 
like Aneesh Gowda have spoken well 
about me. I am grateful for any posi-
tive impact I have been able to make 
on the young swimmers. Being kind 
and gracious should become the 
norm and I want to set a good exam-
ple to change things around,” Sajan 
Prakash said, providing a glowing 
illustration of sportsmanship.

The Kerala Police officer’s com-
mitment to his sport and a desire to 
come across as the best ambassador 
for the sport that has given him ev-
erything was evident. And, he did 
a good fist of that, though he has 
had to taste defeat at the hands of 
younger swimmers Aneesh Gowda 
(200m Freestyle) and Advait Page 
(400m Medley, 800m and 1500m 
Freestyle).
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Sajan Prakash, Hashika Ramachandra 
secure ‘Best Athlete’ awards

36TH NATIONAL GAMES 

Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) president 
Sourav Ganguly said that he 
enjoyed his time as a cricket 
administrator, but one “can-
not play forever, remain in 
administration forever”.

His comments come 
when former Indian crick-
eter is likely to take over as 
BCCI president. “I was the 
president of the Cricket As-
sociation of Bengal for five 
years. I have been president 
of BCCI for years. After all 
these terms, you have to leave 
and go. As an administrator, 
you have to contribute a lot 
and make things better for 
the team. Me being a player, 
who was around for a long 
time, understood it. I enjoyed 
my time as an administrator 
thoroughly. You cannot play 
forever and you cannot re-
main in administration 
forever,” said Ganguly at an 
event.Former Indian crick-
eter and member of the 1983 
World Cup winning team 
Roger Binny is likely to be the 
next BCCI President replac-
ing Sourav Ganguly while 
BJP MLA Ashish Shelar is 
likely to be the Treasurer 

replacing Arun Dhumal as 
per sources in the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India.

Jay Shah will retain his 
position as the BCCI Secre-
tary.

At a BCCI meeting held at 
the Trident Hotel in Mumbai 
on Tuesday, all office bear-
ers from different parts of the 
country from various asso-
ciations filed nominations 
for different positions on the 
board. The discussions were 
held in the internal BCCI 
meeting in the lead-up to 
the elections, scheduled for 
October 18.

Senior BCCI adminis-
trator Rajeev Shukla will 
remain the Vice-President 
of the board while Ashish 
Shelar is likely to take over 
as the new treasurer replac-
ing Arun Dhumal. Binny 
has previously served as a 

member of the BCCI selec-
tion committee and he is also 
a member of the 1983 World 
Cup-winning team. The for-
mer pacer Roger Binny is 
said to be the frontrunner 
to replace Ganguly as the 
BCCI president. Binny, 67, 
is currently president of the 
Karnataka State Cricket As-
sociation.

The nominations can be 
filed on October 11 and 12, the 
scrutiny of the nominations 
will take place on October 13 
and the candidates can with-
draw their nominations lat-
est by October 14.

Sourav Ganguly, the cur-
rent President of BCCI, is 
tipped to be India’s represen-
tative for the 16-member In-
ternational Cricket Council 
(ICC) Board Chairman’s post, 
elections for which are slated 
to be held this November.

WOMEN’S ASIA CUP

Sri Lanka stole a thrill-
ing one-run victory in the 
semi-final of the Asia Cup 
against Pakistan to set a 
title clash with India on 
Saturday.

Sri Lanka chose to bat 
after winning the toss and 
posted a below-par total of 
122 runs. Pakistan’s Nashra 
Sandhu picked up three 
wickets to help her team 
restrict Sri Lanka to a low 
total. 

Pakistan’s chase started 
with a bang after the open-
ing pair of Muneeba Ali and 
Sidra Ameen walked out to 
chase the Sri Lankan total, 
with Ali being the aggres-
sor of the two.

The batter stroked three 
boundaries in the first 
three overs and looked in 
great touch, looking set to 
score big. Pakistan was at 

31/0 after three overs ow-
ing to Ali’s aggression and 
wayward bowling from the 
Sri Lankan bowlers as they 
gave away plenty of extras.

Sri Lanka was desper-
ate for a wicket and it came 
in the form of a freak run-
out as Muneeba Ali who 
looked set for a good inning 
was run out owing to field-
ing brilliance from the Sri 
Lankans and some harsh 
luck on the side of the Pak-

istani. She was dismissed 
for 18(10). Pakistan’s cap-
tain Bismah Maroof walked 
in to bat at three and came 
out all guns blazing as she 
struck a boundary on her 
first ball, making her in-
tentions very clear. She hit 
another boundary at the 
beginning of the fifth over.

Pakistan ended their 
powerplay at 46/1 after the 
team showed the intention 
to be aggressive from the 

beginning of the inning.
Sidra Ameen’s uncom-

fortable stay of 9(20) was 
ended by Hasini Perera in 
the seventh over to give Sri 
Lanka the second wicket.

The Pakistani captain 
then shared the crease 
with Omaima Sohail as the 
duo took Pakistan to the 
10-over mark without los-
ing any more wickets. The 
team scored 62/2 at the 
halfway mark.

Sohail was then dis-
missed by Kavisha Dilhari 
to give Sri Lanka its third 
wicket. Last match’s star 
performer Nida Dar walked 
in at number four to share a 
42-run stand with the Paki-
stani captain.

Maroof played a superb 
inning and looked set to 
take the team home but was 
dismissed with the victory 
just within reach. She saw 
hee timber being knocked 
over by Sugandika Kumari 

to give Sri Lanka an open-
ing.

They struck again in the 
19th over to dismiss Aye-
sha Naseem to make things 
more nervy and exciting as 
the match headed into the 
final few overs.

Pakistan needed nine 
runs off the final over to en-
sure an India-Pakistan Asia 
Cup final but faltered in the 
final over knocking them 
out of the tournament.

Pakistan was unable to 
find boundaries in the fi-
nal overs as the team just 
couldn’t find the gaps and 
lost wickets at crucial junc-
tures.

It required three runs 
of the final ball to win the 
match and two runs to force 
a super over but Nida Dar 
could only manage one run 
to hand Sri Lanka a dra-
matic win, setting up the 
title clash with India on 
Saturday, October 15.

Sri Lanka bowler Inoka Ranaweera.

Sajan Prakash.

BCCI president Sourav Ganguly. 

SRI LANKA STEAL 1 RUN WIN AGAINST PAKISTAN FOR TITLE CLASH 
AGAINST INDIA
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LOOKING FORWARD

PAK VS BAN

We need to fight it out against Morocco: 
India coach Thomas Dennerby

Mohammad Nawaz guides Pakistan 
to win, Bangladesh end winless

Leaving the disappoint-
ment of the defeat against 
the United States in 
the opening tie behind, 
Thomas Dennerby’s India 
are now looking forward 
to earning their first FIFA 
under-17 Women’s World 
Cup point when they take 
on Morocco in Group A on 
Friday, October 14, 2022.

“We have a good chance 
against Morocco tomor-
row. If we can show the 
right attitude, we can 
score and get some points. 
We need to fight it out--we 
have no other option left,” 
AIFF.com quoted said 
Dennerby as saying on 
Thursday. “We have a team 
that can definitely handle 
the speed but football is 
not all about running or 
the number of sprints the 
girls take. It is also about 
taking the right decisions 
at the right moment. That 
was the biggest problem 
we faced against the USA 
in our early game - the girls 
need to put their hundred 

per cent on the pitch,” 
Dennerby further added.

Mo r o c c o  l o s t  1- 0 
against Brazil in the open-
ing match of Group A and 
neither India nor Morocco 
are yet to log a point, India 
stand at the bottom of the 
table because of a poorer 
goal difference. A win for 
India would help India 
stay in contention for qual-
ifying for the next round.

“Morocco are a strong 
team, who defends well. 
They are technically good 
with their passing game, 
the accuracy is also im-
pressive,” said the India 
coach.

“We have watched 
them play against Brazil 
and scoring against them 

will be a challenge. But for 
us, it is either a win or out 
of the tournament. The 
girls need to play free foot-
ball and they should avail 
every chance that comes 
their way. If they are afraid 
to hold on to the ball, then 
they may lose the game im-
mediately,” said the Swed-
ish coach. Coach feels that 
the match against Morocco 
is a perfect opportunity 
for India to make a strong 
showing. “The fans felt we 
weren’t good in our last 
game. But this time, we 
have got a chance to handle 
the game in a better man-
ner and show them that 
India certainly can play a 
better brand of football,” 
he added.

Pakistan prevailed in a 
nail-biting encounter, after 
Nawaz’s blistering knock to 
hand Bangladesh a 7-wicket 
defeat in the ongoing Tri-
series on Thursday.

Bangladesh posted a for-
midable total of 173/6 with 
the help of fine knocks from 
Litton Das and Shakib Al 
Hasan after the team lost 
two quick wickets inside 
the powerplay. Chasing the 
target, the dependable duo 
of Babar Azam and Mo-
hammad Rizwan shared a 
century stand to lay an ex-
cellent platform for the com-
ing batters. The opening pair 
stitched a 101-run partner-
ship inside 13 overs to keep 
Pakistan ahead in the game. 
The chase started on a cau-
tious note for the Pakistani 
team as the team scored just 
23 runs off the first four overs 

sticking to their modus ope-
randi of keeping wickets in 
hands and building a solid 
platform.

Pakistan’s batting duo 
unleashed a flurry of strokes 
after the 4th over to make 
use of the fielding restric-
tions and scored 23 runs 
in the final two powerplay 

overs to take the team to 46 
for no loss at the end of the 
powerplay. Bangladesh got 
its first wicket after it got rid 
of the Pakistani captain in 
the 13th over, dismissing him 
for 55 runs from 40 balls. 
Hasan Mahmud sent him 
back to the pavilion after he 
was caught at deep cover of 
a slower ball.

Haider Ali was dismissed 
for a duck in the same over to 
give Bangladesh an opening 
but Rizwan held up one end 
to give Mohammad Nawaz 
a free hand as he plundered 
the Bangladeshi attack, 
scoring 45 runs off 20 balls 
during his stay to take Paki-
stan home. Rizwan was dis-
missed in the 19th over after 
he scored a match-winning 
fifty and scored 69 runs off 
56 balls. Bangladesh won 
the toss and opted to bat but 
lost quick wickets inside the 
power play to push the team 
onto the back foot.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA STUN INDIA IN 
PRACTICE MATCH, WIN BY 32 RUNS
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India coach Thomas Dennerby.
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