
A district court in 
Varanasi on Friday 
rejected the Hindu 

worshippers’ plea seek-
ing ‘scientific investigation’ 
of ‘Shivling’ claimed to be 
found on the Gyanvapi com-
plex. 

If  carbon dating and 
ground penetrating radar is 
permitted and if any damage 
is caused to the ‘Shivling’, 
then it would be in violation 
of the Supreme Court order 

to protect it and it might also 
hurt the religious sentiments 
of the general public,” the 
court said 

The Varanasi court fur-
ther added, “It would not be 
proper to order the survey of 
Archaeological Survey of In-
dia (ASI) and by giving such 
order the age, nature, and 
structure of the said Shivling 
is known, even this does not 
imply the possibility of a just 
solution”.  

Carbon dating is a scientific 
process that ascertains the 
age of an archaeological ob-

ject or archaeological finds.
Speaking to The Daily 

Guardian petitioner’s Advo-
cate Vishnu Jain said, “Court 
has rejected our demand of 
seeking carbon dating. We 
will move to Supreme Court 
against this order, and chal-
lenge it there. I cannot an-
nounce the date as of now, 
but we’ll soon challenge this 
order in apex court,” 

The Hindu side had 
claimed that a ‘Shivling’ was 
found in the premises near 
the ‘wazukhana’ during the 
videography survey of the 

mosque premises, which 
was ordered by the court. 
However, the Muslim side 
said that the structure found 
was a ‘fountain’. The Hindu 
side had then submitted an 
application on September 22 
that sought a carbon dating 
of the object they claimed to 
be ‘Shivling’.

Earlier on 29 September, 
the Hindu side demanded a 
scientific investigation of the 
‘Shivling’ by the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India (ASI) 
and the carbon dating of ‘Ar-
gha’ and the area around it. 

The court had reserved 
the order in the Gyanvapi 
Mosque-Shringar Gauri case 
after hearing both sides’ ar-
guments. 

Akhlaq Ahmed, represent-
ing the Muslim side had said 
that the plea by the Hindu 
side is not maintainable as it 
is against the order of the Su-
preme Court that stated pro-
tecting the structure (which 
the Muslim side claims to be 
a fountain and the Hindu 
side claims to be a Shivling). 

“We responded to the ap-
plication on carbon dating. 

Stone does not have the ca-
pacity to absorb carbon. The 
Supreme Court in its May 17 
order, according to which, 
the object that was found by 
the commission, had to be 
protected. The order of the 
SC will prevail, so the object 
cannot be opened. According 
to the Hindu side, the pro-
cess will be scientific, even if 
it is so, there will be tamper-
ing with the object. Chemi-
cals will be used for the test. 
We will take action based on 
the order by the court on Oc-
tober 14,” Ahmed said.
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birth to Narendra Modi,’ 
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Himachal goes to poll on 
12 November, Gujarat 
yet to be decided  

The petitioners Hindu sides, however, say they will move to Supreme Court 
challenging the order. 

India’s indigenously built 
nuclear submarine INS 
Arihant on Friday carried 
out a successful launch of a 
Submarine Launched Bal-

listic Missile (SLBM) in the 
Bay of Bengal and hit the tar-
get with high accuracy. The 
missile may now be able to 
target China and Pakistan 
from underwater locations 
when deployed.

India on Friday stressed 
on the need of overall 
protection of children by 
safeguarding them with 
conducive legislation and 
eco-system. Taking the lead 
at the 145th Asssembly of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(IPU), Indian parliamentar-
ian Kartikeya Sharma said it 
is crucial to focus on vulner-
able children. 

On day 4 of the session, he 
was participating a work-
shop on the Rights of the 
Child on the theme ‘Child-
friendly Parliaments: The 
case for stronger parliamen-
tary action in support of 

child rights’. 
Kartikeya Sharma said, 

“Children constitute prin-
ciple assets of any country. 
Children’s development is 
very important for the over-
all development of society, 
and the best way to develop 
national human resources 
is to take care of children 
under the age of 18 as it con-
stitutes 30 per cent of India’s 
population. They represent 
not at India’s future, but are 
integral to securing India’s 
present. The Constitution 
of India obliges the govern-
ment to make necessary pro-
visions to advance rights and 
wellbeing of children.”
“Moreover the recognition 

With Pakistan set to submit 
its response to the Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) 
over the grey list at the up-

coming meet from 18-21 
October in Paris, India has 
urged the money laundering 
and terror financing watch-
dog “not to trust Islamabad’s 
claim that it has complied 
with all the conditions”. 

New Delhi has reached out 
to the FATF through diplo-
matic channels ahead of the 
body’s meeting next week to 
thwart Pakistan’s attempt to 
get off the ‘grey list’, sources 

At a time when Uttar 
Pradesh is reeling under 
a flood situation, a video 
of the District Magistrate 
(DM) of Ambedkar Nagar 
went viral, where the offi-
cial is heard saying that the 

government is not running 
“Zomato” to provide door-to-
door service or relief materi-
als to people in the flood-hit 
areas.
“...If you need, you will be 
provided with chlorine tab-
lets, and a doctor will come 
to see you when one falls 
sick, this is the reason why 

flood posts (baadh chowki) 
are established. We are not 
running any Zomato ser-
vice, the government is not 
running Zomato,” the DM 
said, addressing the flood-
affected people in Ambed-
kar Nagar and asking them 
to collect relief materials. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
on Thursday intensified its 
attack on Aam Aadmi Party 
and its Gujarat president 
Gopal Italia for remarks on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and his mother. 

BJP made a frontal attack 
with protests in Delhi and 
also launching firebrand 
Union Minister Smriti Irani. 
Lashing out at Delhi Chief 
Minister Kejriwal, Irani 
said that the CM was falling 
to new lows.  
“With blessings of Arvind 
Kejriwal, AAP leadership in 
Gujarat maliciously attacked 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s 100-year-old mother. 
That Kejriwal could fall to 
new lows is not surprising...
Her only crime is she gave 
birth to Narendra Modi. Your 
leaders and workers seek to 
punish and abuse her,” Irani 
told reporters here. 

Earlier, in a Twitter post, 
Irani said, “Arvind Kejriwal, 
gutter mouth Gopal Italia 
now abuses Hira Ba with 
your blessings. I prefer no 
outrage, I do not want to 
show how indignant Guja-
ratis are but know this you 
have been judged and your 
party shall be decimated elec-
torally in Gujarat. Now the 

Seat belt 
maNdatory iN 
mumbai from 
1 November
MuMbai: The Mumbai Police on 
Friday made seat belts manda-
tory for motor vehicle drivers and 
commuters from 1 November. 
The Press Note from the Joint 
Commissioner of Police Mumbai 
read, “as per the motor vehicles 
(amendment), act, 2019, under 
149 (b) (1) whoever drives a 
motor vehicle without a seat 
belt and carries passengers 
not wearing seat belts shall be 
punishable”. as per the press 
note, a time period till November 
1, has been given to install a seat 
belt facility for all commuters.

muSlim body to 
karNataka govt: 
withdraw hijab 
order
New Delhi: after the Supreme 
Court’s split verdict in the 
hijab case, the all india Muslim 
Personal law board (aiM-
Pla) appealed to the Karnataka 
government to withdraw its order 
on the hijab. Requesting the Kar-
nataka government to withdraw 
its order regarding a ban on hijab 
in educational institutions, the 
board said that if the government 
does so, the issue would dissolve. 

“The education of women in the 
country, especially among Mus-
lims, receives less attention, and 
hence the government should 
not support initiatives that create 
obstacles in the way of girls’ edu-
cation,” the board’s statement 
said on Thursday.

Nearly 100 
StudeNtS fall Sick 
after gaS leak iN 
tamil Nadu
KRiShNagiRi: Nearly 100 
students of a Corporation 
Middle School in hosur district in 
Tamil Nadu, took ill suddenly post 
lunch allegedly due to suspected 
gas leak from a septic tank on 
the premises, an official said on 
Friday. Several of them developed 
nausea and some vomited in the 
classrooms but none developed 
serious symptoms, he claimed. 
District Collector V Jaya Chandra 
bhanu Reddy, who visited the 
school and also the hospital 
where the children were being 
treated, said the children study-
ing in the hosur Middle School 
fainted at around 3.15 pm. 

top of the day

Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann on Fri-
day met with his Haryana 
counterpart Manohar Lal 

Khattar to discuss the Sutlej 
Yamuna Link (SYL) canal 
issue. However, the meet-
ing remained inconclusive.  
Punjab bluntly refused to 
give water to Haryana saying 
that the state does not have 

water to share. 
CM Mann said that the 

Chief Minister of Haryana 
spoke about the reconstruc-
tion of the canal which was 
closed on the issue of water, 

Russian airline Aeroflot 
flight SU 232 received a 
bomb threat on Thursday 
while the plane was enroute 
to Delhi’s Indira Gandhi 
International Airport (IGI) 
airport. 
“Our investigation is un-
derway at the airport, all the 

passengers and their luggage 
are being checked and the 
SOPs are followed, the air-
craft is currently in the iso-
lation bay,” an official inves-
tigation team said. “Threat 
was received by electronic 
medium this time,” he added. 

Aeroflot SU 232 departed 
from Moscow on time and 
landed at Delhi airport 
around 3:20 am on Friday. 

“There was a call at 11:15 
pm about a bomb in the 
flight coming from Moscow 
to Terminal 3 (T3) at 3:20 to-
night. Flight number SU232 
landed on runway 29,” an 
official said. 
“All passengers and crew 
members were de-boarded. 
The flight is being checked 
and investigation is under-
way,” Delhi Police said.

Himachal Pradesh will go 
to polls on 12 November to 
elect its next government 
and the results will be de-
clared on December 8, the 

Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI) announced on Fri-
day. However, the ECI did 
not announce the dates of 
the Gujarat Assembly polls 
which were also expected 
to be held by the end of this 
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Battle ready 

Over 20 Indian Naval warships, 6 submarines and a variety of aircraft participated 
in combat readiness exercise on the Western coast on Friday.  ANi
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‘onLy CrImE IS ShE gaVE bIrth to narEndra modI,’ 
SmrItI IranI on gUjarat aaP ChIEf’S rEmarkS

PUnjab, haryana CmS mEEt oVEr SyL wIth no hEadway
but when Pun-
jab does not have 

enough water then the 
question of building the 
canal does not arise.  

After the meeting, Manohar Lal 
Khattar said, “The construction 
of SYL issue is a matter of our life 
and death.” 

Earlier also, a meeting was held 
with former Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Captain Amarinder Singh and 
Union Minister Gajendra Shek-
hawat. There was no consensus 
in the meeting with Punjab then. 
The Supreme Court has asked 
for the construction of SYL, but 
Punjab has not agreed with the 

proposal. 
The Haryana CM said that the 

state government will inform 
Union Minister Gajendra Shek-
hawat about the meeting. 
Arguing his case, Punjab CM 

Mann said that the state is getting 
only 27 percent of its water from 
rivers and streams, and 73 per-
cent of water is being supplied 
from land. So the question of giv-
ing water does not arise. Mann 
added, “Haryana is our younger 
brother, to solve the problem we 
will walk together to approach 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and ask him to supply water from 
Ganga or Yamuna.”

Mann also said that when Hary-
ana was formed in 1966, Yamuna 
went to Haryana. “If we do not get 
any share from Yamuna, then why 
should we give water from Sutlej-
Beas?” 

He said that when the dam over-
flows during the rainy season, 
states such as Haryana and Raj-
asthan advocate for not releasing 
water. But when we need water for 
Punjab’s crucial need, they ask for 
it. “Such a double standards can-
not work”, Mann said. 

The Supreme Court had on 
September 6 directed the Union 
Jal Shakti Ministry to convene a 
meeting between the governments 

of Punjab and Haryana to resolve 
the canal dispute. A bench of Jus-
tices Sanjay Kishan Kaul, Abhay 
S Oka and Vikram Nath, while 
hearing the SYL Canal issue be-
tween Haryana and Punjab asked 
the central government to hold a 
meeting between both the States 
and granted four months to file a 
report on the meeting. 

The apex court is scheduled to 
hear the matter on 19 January 2023. 

During its September 6 hearing, 
the bench observed that natural 
resources have to be shared, par-
ticularly in view of the security 
scenario in Punjab. 
“Water is a natural resource and 

living beings must learn to share 
it, whether it is individual or state. 
The matter cannot be looked at 
from the point of view of only 
one city or state. It’s the natural 
wealth to be shared and how it is 
to be shared is a mechanism to be 
worked out,” Justice Kaul said.

Attorney General for India K.K. 
Venugopal appearing for the Min-
istry, said that the Centre is trying 
to bring together the states of Pun-
jab and Haryana. 

Venugopal further said that 
Punjab is not cooperating in the 
matter. “The Centre had written 
a letter to the new Chief Minister 
of Punjab in April but there was 

no response,” he said. 
To this, the bench directed all 

the parties to cooperate. “Either 
they sit and talk or the Court will 
order the execution of the decree. 
These issues should not be allowed 
to fester... It will allow forces that 
may not be amicable to the country 
to act and interfere,” observed the 
top court. 

On 28 July 2020, the top court 
had asked the Chief Ministers of 
both states to make an attempt to 
resolve the issue amicably. The 
Ministry had earlier held several 
meetings which were attended by 
Chief Secretaries of the two states 
but remained inconclusive. 

told The Daily Guard-
ian. “Pakistan is learnt to 
have prepared its response 
for the FATF, claiming that 

it has complied with almost all the 
conditions, including the prevention of 
money laundering and terror financing,” 
diplomatic sources said, adding, “India 
wants the watchdog to be cautious while 
dealing with Pakistan’s case during the 
session.” “Pakistan must not be taken 
out of the grey list, given its inability to 
rein in terror outfits and to stop fund-
ing to them,” Indian diplomats told the 
FATF, according to sources.

Sources said that Pakistan’s Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs Hina Rab-
bani Khar will leave for Paris on October 
16 to attend the FATF meeting during 
which discussions will be held to take 
Pakistan off the grey list of the forum. 
Pakistan’s interior ministry is learnt 
to have prepared “a detailed response” 
to be submitted by Khar to the FATF. 
Sources told TDG that Pakistan’s claims 
on tackling terrorism and funding of ter-
ror organisation are hollow and have 
no substance at all. “The terror fund-
ing watchdog must not trust the claims 

without cross checking them with the 
evidence its team collected during re-
cent visit to Pakistan. Also, evidence 
provided by India will help the forum to 
cross check the claims,” sources added. 

“Pakistan’s backing to terror outfits and 
camps, its involvement in infiltration 
and arms supply to them is something 
that all the members of FATF are aware 
of. Moreover, substantial evidence is 
also lying with them that establishes 
all the findings,” sources said. India has 
now proved on many occasions that ter-
ror camps still exist in Pakistan and the 
global community must not turn a blind 
eye to the same.  

Addressing the Conference on In-
teraction and Confidence Building 
Measures (CICA) Summit in Astana 
recently, Minister of State for External 
Affairs Meenakshi Lekhi unequivocally 
called Pakistan as the global epicentre of 
terrorism. “Pakistan is the global epicen-
tre of terrorism and continues to be the 
source of terrorist activities, including 
in India. Pakistan continues to make 
no investment in human development 
but provides their resources for creating 
and sustaining infrastructure of terror-

ism,” Lekhi said.
Diplomats see Lekhi’s blatant and fi-

ery attack on Pakistan over terrorism 
as part of India’s larger strategy to send 
out a message to the global community 
ahead of the upcoming FATF session 
where Islamabad will seek its removal 
from the grey list. Significantly, Lekhi 
also called on Islamabad to immediately 
end cross-border terrorism. Sources 
said that India has intensified its efforts 
to draw attention of the FATF and other 
countries to Pakistan’s continuous back-
ing to the terror activities against India 
from across the border. “Why should 
FATF not take this fact into account 
also?” asks a diplomat. That Pakistan’s 
intelligence agency ISI provides assis-
tance to the terror groups is no secret, 
sources said. Recently, India has shared 
evidence with the US, the UK and other 
key nations that establish Pakistan’s 
army links with the terrorists who 
were either eliminated or caught alive 
in Jammu and Kashmir, sources added. 

“New Delhi wants all these inputs to be 
taken into account by the FATF. These 
facts expose Pakistan’s false claims”, 
sources said.   

“ T h e  m i s s i l e 
was tested to a prede-
termined range and im-
pacted the target area in 

the Bay of Bengal with very high 
accuracy. All operational and tech-
nological parameters of the weapon 
system have been validated,” De-
fence Ministry said in a statement. 

The successful user training 
launch of the SLBM by INS Ari-
hant is significant to prove crew 
competency and validate the SSBN 
programme, a key element of India’s 
nuclear deterrence capability, the 
ministry said. 
“A robust, survivable and assured 
retaliatory capability is in keeping 
with India’s policy to have ‘Credible 
Minimum Deterrence’ that under-
pins its ‘No First Use’ commitment,” 
the ministry added. 

INS Arihant was launched on 26 
July, 2009, by then Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh. In August 2013, 
the submarine’s atomic reactor was 
activated. 

Strategic Strike Nuclear Subma-
rines (SSBNs) are considered to be 
the most credible platform for a 
country like India which has a ‘no 
first strike policy’ for use of nuclear 
weapons. India has also decided to 
increase its nuclear submarine ar-
senal as it is going to four more SS-
BNs along with six nuclear-powered 
SSNs like the INS Chakra nuclear 
submarines leased from Russia on 
different occasions. 

The submarines would act as a 
counter mainly to the growing pres-
ence of nuclear submarines of the 
Chinese Navy in the Indian Ocean 
Region. 

India to FATF: Don’t trust 
Pakistan’s claims on tackling terror 

India launches 
ballistic missiles from 
nuclear submarine 

hImaChaL goES to PoLL on 12 noVEmbEr, 
gUjarat yEt to bE dECIdEd  

year. The ECI held 
a press conference for the 
election schedule announce-
ment of Assembly elections 

in Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh on 
Friday. 

The term of the Himachal House will 
end on 8 January 2023. 

The ECI said that the Assembly elec-
tions in Himachal Pradesh will take 
place on 12 November in a single phase 
for all the 68 constituencies, followed 
by the counting of votes on 8 Decem-
ber. The model code of conduct will 
take effect in the state from 17 October, 
after the notification for the elections is 

published.
“To the festive month of October, we 
are going to add the festival of democ-
racy,” Chief Election Commissioner 
Rajiv Kumar told reporters while an-
nouncing the election schedule.

Himachal Pradesh voted to elect its 
legislative assembly on 9 November 
2017. In the 68-member Himachal 
Pradesh Legislative Assembly elec-
tion, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
defeated the Congress Party and won 
44 seats while Congress secured only 
21 seats in 2017. 

At present, in Himachal Pradesh leg-
islative assembly, the BJP has 45 MLAs, 

while Congress has 22 and CPIM has 1 
MLA. In the upcoming state elections, 
The AAP is looking to set foot in Guja-
rat and Himachal Pradesh. 
“We are committed to conducting free 
and fair elections,” says EC commis-
sioner at the press conference. 

We are making efforts to increase the 
participation of people in elections and 
we also try to manifest women empow-
erment through elections, he added. 

In Himachal Pradesh, the Congress is 
gearing up to challenge the BJP.

With the announcement of the elec-
tion schedule in both states, the model 
code of conduct will come into force. 

of the need for promoting 
greater child responsiveness in In-
dia’s policies is also reflected in our 
National Policy for Children (2013), 

the National Plan of Action for Children (2016) 
and New Education Policy (2020),” he added.

Talking about protection of children, he stat-
ed that, “It is crucial for us to focus on vulner-
able children such as street children orphans, 
child labor, migrant children, etc. in our policy 
and financial statements while reviewing our 
child development schemes the catastrophic 
impact of Covid-19 has further increased the 
risks and vulnerabilities of children and there-
fore, corresponding welfare measures would 
be crucial along with adequate allocation and 
increase in the expenditure on children.”

Detail reports on page 4

people will 
deliver jus-

tice.”
A n  a g i t a t e d 

Delhi BJP Ma-
hila Morcha staged massive 
protest outside AAP Office 
here. The protest was led by 
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Delhi Assembly 
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri, Delhi 
Pradesh BJP vice-presidents 
Rajan Tiwari and Virendra 
Sachdeva, state BJP Mahila 
morcha president Yogita 
Singh, morcha in-charge 
Barkha Singh and media co-
head Harihar Raghuvanshi 

were among those also pres-
ent.

 Addressing the workers, 
Shri Bidhuri said that Delhi 
Chief Minister and AAP 
supremo “Arvind Kejriwal 
did not even once express 
anger over the indecency of 
his workers and did not stop 
them from doing so. On the 
contrary, he is promoting Go-
pal Italia on social media”, he 
charged.

Italia was detained by the 
Delhi Police after he was 
summoned by the National 
Commission of Women 
(NCW) on Thursday. The 

NCW chief summoned Italia 
over a controversial video, in 
which he purportedly used 
derogatory language against 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. 

A video of Italia had gone 
viral in which he is purport-
edly heard asking the women 
not to visit the temples and 

‘kathas’ (sermons by Hindu 
priests) as they are “hubs of 
exploitation”. This comes 
days after he allegedly made 
a casteist remark against 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in yet another viral 
video. 

what’S nEXt 
for SoUraV?
As the tenure of the 
president of the Board of 
Cricket Control of India 
(BCCI) is over, specula-
tions are on about the fu-
ture role of India’s former 
cricket captain, Sourav 
Ganguly . The Trinamool 
Congress has already 
termed his removal as an 
“insult to Bengali pride’.  
Some people are even in 
touch with him to rope 
him into politics. But 
Sourav’s close circles 
have revealed that he is 
not interested in getting 
into active politics. Rath-
er, he prefers to remain 
as cricket administrator 
in Cricket Association 
of Bengal (CAB). This 
year, Sourav’s brother 
Snehasish was supposed 
to take over as CAB 
President. But he may 
have to bow out in favour 
of his brother, as the 
ace captain continues to 
show interest in the CAB. 
Earlier too, Snehash-
ish had to step down to 
make way for Sourav in 
Ranji trophy.

tharoor: a 
VICtIm of bIaS? 
Congress presiden-
tial candidate Shashi 
Tharoor has not only 
complained about a PCC 
leaders siding with the 
“official” presidential 
candidate, but has also 
started following Kharge 
in some states to prove 
his charge. Shashi, while 
visiting state capitals to 
meet PCC leaders, found 
that none came out to 
facilitate his campaign, 
which is against the 
spirit of free and fair 
election. When Kharge 
announced that he would 
visit Bhopal for cam-
paigning, Tharoor also 
decided to follow him. 
He wants to see the re-
sponse of the state PCC 
leaders and make out 
a case against Kharge 
that he receives all the 
support and he is left out 
on the contrary. Thar-
oor is also planning to 
lodge a complaint to the 
Congress poll panel chief 
about the biased attitude 
of the party leaders.

SIgnIfICanCE 
of mUnUgodE 
byPoLL
The political managers 
of the BJP central party 
office are now seen busy 
with one assembly bypoll 
in Telangana. It has 
become a prestige issue 
for the three contestants: 
The BJP, the Congress 
and the ruling Telan-
gana Rashtra samiti.  
According to a political 
observer, the outcome of 
the Munugode assem-
bly constituency bypoll 
might be an indicator of 
the upcoming general 
assembly election and 
may sound the direc-
tion in which the wind is 
blowing in the state. With 
assembly elections due 
in a year, all three parties 
are gearing up for what 
looks like a no-holds-
barred contest. Munu-
gode is turning out to be 
a critical clash between 
Rajagopal Reddy and 
TRS chief K. Chan-
drashekar Rao (KCR). 

on the radar

Gautam lahiri

What is carbon dating?
It is a method of obtaining the age of 
an organism by calculating the radio-
carbon molecules present in it. It is 
also known as carbon-14 dating.
How it works? 
Carbon-14 is continuously formed 
by interaction of neutrons from sun’s 
rays and nitrogen present in atmo-
sphere. This carbon is absorbed by 
plants and move into other organ-
isms through food chain. It increases 
as organisms continue to consume. 
Once the organism dies, the amount 
of carbon-14 in their tissues start de-
creasing.  Since carbon-14 decays at a 
constant rate, an estimate of time at 
which organism died can be made by 
measuring the amount of its residual 
radiocarbon.
How old organisms can be dated us-
ing carbon dating?
Carbon dating works only on residues 
which are younger than 50,000 years 
approximately. 
Can non- living objects be carbon 
dated? 
Non- living objects like stone, rocks 
etc. can only be carbon dated if some 
organic residue is embedded in it or at-
tached with it. 
What are the famous cases solved via 
carbon dating? 
The dead sea scrolls: The dead sea 
scrolls are ancient Hebrew and Jew-
ish manuscripts that were discovered 
between 1947 and 1956 in 11 caves 
near Khirbet Qumran, on the north-

western shores of the Dead Sea. Their 
discovery represented a turning point 
in study of history of Jewish and He-
brew people. 

The Shroud of Turin: It is a length 
of Lenin cloth that for centuries was 
purported as burial cloth of Jesus 
Christ. It was found in 1354. It con-
tains two faint brownish image that 
depict a man and some markings pur-
portedly depicting thorn marks, lac-
erations etc. Carbon dating has found 
it is between 1260–1390 AD. 

Sinauli burial site:  Considered 
India’s largest burial site, it was dis-
covered in UP’s Baghpat district. 116 
bodies and ancient pottery has been 
discovered from this site, believed to 
be of an indigenous warrior tribe. Car-
bon dating confirmed it to be 3800 
years old. 

The Bakhshali manuscript:  It 
was discovered in 1881 by a farmer. 
It is a mathematical text consisting of 
70 leaves of birch bark. Hundreds of 
dots etched on it depict a zero. Carbon 
dating showed that its pages were in-
scribed between 224 A.D. and 383 A.D.

Mayiladumparai excavation: Con-
sidered the oldest Iron age site in In-
dia. It was discovered in 2003 and 
its excavation was resumed in 2021 
by Tamil Nadu Government. From 
the excavation rock paintings and 
Neolithic artefacts were unearthed. 
Carbon dating performed found 
them to be 4200 years old. 

SARTHAK KAIN

carbon dating
TDG EXPLAINER

This came at a time when 
the flood water started entering 
the houses of the locals here.

Addressing the people here, he 
asked them to fix their time so that the food 
could be prepared accordingly.
“Firstly, you all prepare a time for feast at 
the flood post, then as many people would 
be present in the morning, the food for the 
same number of people can be prepared in 
the evening.” he said. 

Nearly a month ago, Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath on 18 September 
directed the administration to be on alert, 
following the increase in the water level of 
the Kuano River at Chandradeep Ghat.

In a high-level meeting chaired by Yogi 
Adityanath earlier this week, instructions 
were issued to expedite the relief and reha-
bilitation work in all the districts affected by 
heavy rains. CM Yogi also ordered to keep 
the District Control Room functional 24x7 

under the leadership of Joint Magistrate level 
officers.

Yogi instructed the officials of Gonda, Basti, 
Ambedkar Nagar, Sant Kabir Nagar, Gora-
khpur, Azamgarh, Deoria, Mau, Ballia, and 
Ayodhya to be on alert in view of the possible 
threat of floods.
“Due to excessive rains in the last few days, 
adverse effects have been seen on life, live-
stock, and agriculture. Loss of lives and mon-
ey has been reported in many districts. The 
State Government is committed to making 
necessary arrangements for the safety and 
maintenance of all the affected people”, an 
official release said quoting Yogi Adityanath.
“Immediate help should be provided to 
the common people in the flood-affected 
areas. There should be no delay in the dis-
tribution of relief packets. There should be 
adequate arrangements for lighting etc. in 
relief camps,” said the Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister.
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TOP OF THE DAY

HC REFUSES 
TO GRANT STAY 
ON RELEASE OF 
MOVIE ‘FARAAZ’
NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
High Court on Friday 
refused to grant a stay on 
the release of the movie 

‘Faraaz’, observing that 
there is no prima facie 
case and no personal 
loss to the plaintiff. The 
movie is based on the 
terror attack of 2016 in 
Bangladesh in which 
the daughters of the 
plaintiffs were killed. The 
court has also vacated 
the interim stay granted 
earlier. Justice Nina 
Bansal Krishna said, 

“The plaintiffs have not 
been able to establish 
any of the three limbs 
i.e. prima facie case, the 
balance of convenience 
or irreparable loss or 
injury, in their favour. The 
plaintiffs are, therefore, 
not entitled to an injunc-
tion.” 

EARTHQUAKE 
OF MAGNITUDE 
4.3 HITS NEAR 
ANDAMAN AND 
NICOBAR
CAMPBELL BAY: The 
magnitude 4.3 earth-
quake struck near the 
Andaman and Nicobar 
islands on Friday, ac-
cording to the National 
Center of Seismol-
ogy. The earthquake 
took place 208km 
north of Campbell Bay, 
Andaman and Nicobar 
islands, at around 06:49 
PM, at latitude 8.86 and 
longitude 94.17. The 
depth of the earthquake 
was 75 km below the 
ground. “Earthquake of 
Magnitude 4.3, Occurred 
on 14-10-2022, Location: 
208km N of Campbell 
Bay, Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands, India,” 
tweeted the National 
Center of Seismology.

IITS ARE 
REPOSITORIES 
OF KNOWLEDGE: 
DHARMENDRA 
PRADHAN
NEW DELHI: Union 
Minister for Education 
and Skill Development 
and Patron-in-Chief of 
IInvenTiv Dharmendra 
Pradhan, on Friday, in-
augurated IInvenTiv, the 
first-ever all-IITs R&D 
showcase at the Indian 
Institute of Technology, 
Delhi. The two-day event 
that would conclude on 
October 15 would bring 
academia and industry 
under one roof to show-
case India’s global R&D 
strength. The Minister 
said that IITs are no more 
just Indian Institutes of 
Technology; today, they 
have become Instru-
ments of Transformation. 

INDIA PARTICIPATES 
IN ASIA SUMMIT 
NEW DELHI: India par-
ticipates in the 6th East 
Asia Summit Education 
Minister’s Meeting being 
held on Friday in Hanoi, 
Vietnam. According to 
the Education Minis-
try, “Neeta Prasad, Joint 
Secretary (International 
Cooperation) Ministry of 
Education, virtually ad-
dressed the gathering and 
informed them about the 
key initiatives of National 
Education Policy 2020 
and India’s collaborative 
efforts in education and 
research with partner EAS 
countries.”

HEARING

The Centre on Friday told 
the Supreme Court that the 
methodology of the electoral 
bond scheme is a “completely 
transparent” mode of political 
funding and it is impossible 
to get black money or unac-
counted money.

Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta defended the electoral 
bonds scheme before a bench 
of Justices BR Gavai and 
BV Nagarathna. Before the 
bench, Justices BR Gavai and 
BV Nagarathna. The Solicitor 
General said, “The methodol-
ogy of donation is so transpar-
ent, it is impossible to get black 
money... It is most transparent 
and to say it strikes at democ-
racy is wrong.” The top court 

was hearing a batch of pleas 
challenging the provisions of 
the Finance Act 2017 which 
paved the way for anonymous 
electoral bonds.

During the hearing, ad-
vocate Prashant Bhushan, 
appearing for petitioners, 
argued that the case involves 
issues that strike at the roots 
of democracy.

Bhushan further pointed 
out that the Finance Bill of 
2017, which paved the way 
for the introduction of the 
electoral bond scheme, was 
passed as a money bill even 
though it wasn’t.

Senior advocate Kapil 
Sibal, appearing for one of the 
petitioners, said that this is a 
matter that should be heard 
by a larger bench.

Attorney General R Ven-

kataramani stated that there 
is no pressing urgency and 
requested that the case be 
listed in January 2023 by the 
court.

However, Bhushan and 
Sibal pointed out that there 
are elections coming up in 
Gujarat, which would be an-
nounced today. They objected 
to the AG’s suggestion of a 
hearing in January, saying 
that would mean more sales 
of bonds. The apex court then 
listed the case for hearing on 
December 6.

The various petitions filed 
were filed in the apex court 
challenging the provisions of 
the Finance Act 2017 which 
paved the way for anony-
mous electoral bonds.

The Association for Dem-
ocratic Reforms, the Commu-

nist Party of India (Marxist) 
and others had approached 
the apex court in 2017 to 
challenge the scheme as an 
“obscure funding system 
which is unchecked by any 
authority”.

An electoral bond is an 
instrument in the nature of 
a promissory note or bearer 
bond which can be pur-
chased by any individual, 
company, firm or associa-
tion of persons, provided 
the person or body is a citi-
zen of India or incorporated 
or established in India. The 
bonds are issued specifically 
for the purpose of contribut-
ing funds to political parties.

The electoral  bond 
scheme was notified by the 
central government on Janu-
ary 2, 2018.

Electoral bonds absolutely 
transparent mode of funding: Centre
TDG NETWORK
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SELF-DEPENDENT

Hardeep Singh Puri, Union 
Minister of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas, announced on 
Friday that the Indian petro-
leum industry is at the cusp 
of opportunity and will be 
able to produce 25 per cent 
of its crude oil demand by 
2030.
At present, five million bar-
rels of petroleum are being 
consumed in India every 
day and it is also increasing 
by three percent, which is 
higher than the global aver-
age of around one percent, 
the Minister said while 
speaking at the three-day 
South Asian Geoscience 
Conference, Geo India 2022, 
which began in Rajasthan’s 

Jaipur on Friday. The Minis-
ter stated during the inaugu-
ral session that the ethanol-
blend percentage in gasoline 
has increased from 0.67 per-
cent in 2013 to 10% in May 
2022, five months ahead of 
schedule.
“It is reducing 2.7 million 
tonnes of CO2 emissions, 
which is good for the en-
vironment. According to 
the International Energy 
Agency (IEA), India will 
contribute a quarter (25%) of 
the growth in global energy 
consumption over the next 
two decades. BP estimates 
that India’s energy demand 
will double, while natural 
gas demand is expected to 
grow five-fold by 2050,” said 
the Minister.

At the event, Petroleum 
Secretary Pankaj Jain said 
the geology experts should 
use this opportunity to en-
hance their contribution in 
the context of increasing de-
mand and scarcity of energy 
sources.
Earlier, welcoming the digni-
taries and participants, Rajesh 
Kumar Srivastava, CMD, Oil 
and Natural Gas Corporation 
Limited (ONGC) and Chief 
Patron of APG, said, “Geo 
India has been a major leader 
in the last 14 years under the 
aegis of Association of Petro-
leum Geologists (APG) India. 
The biennial South Asian 
Geology Conference and Ex-
hibition has evolved in terms 
of size and international par-
ticipation.”

India will be able to produce 25% of 
its oil demand by 2030: Hardeep Puri
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

DISASTER

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Friday vis-
ited the flood-affected villages 
of Maharajganj and Gorakh-
pur districts and distributed 
relief materials to the flood 
victims.
He also conducted an aerial 
survey of flood-affected areas. 
CM Yogi said that the adminis-
tration has been instructed to 
distribute relief materials to 
the flood-affected families on 
a war footing so that no one 
has to suffer.

He said that the officials 
have been directed to imme-
diately provide compensation 
of Rs 4 lakhs to the families of 
the flood victims.

For the first time in Octo-
ber, we all have to face the trag-
edy of untimely floods. Facing 
the challenge of disaster firm-

ly, the double engine govern-
ment of the Centre and the 
state is engaged in the service 
of the people,” he said. Yogi 
further said that all the pos-
sible help is being provided 
to every flood-affected person 
and ensured that there are no 
shortages of any kind.

He also met flood-affected 
victims in Maharajganj and 
Sahjanwa and distributed 
flood-relief materials among 
them. Earlier on Wednesday, 
the CM reviewed the situation 
arising out of the incessant 
rainfall in the state in the last 
few days. The Chief Minister 
has directed the Group of Min-
isters to immediately visit the 
districts under their charge 
and extend their cooperation 
in relief and rescue work to 
the flood-affected parts of the 
state. In a high-level meeting 
chaired by Yogi Adityanath, 
instructions were issued to 

expedite the relief and reha-
bilitation work in all the dis-
tricts affected by heavy rains. 
CM Yogi also ordered to keep 
the District Control Room 
functional 24x7 under the 
leadership of Joint Magistrate 
level officers.

Due to excessive rains in 
the last few days, adverse ef-
fects have been seen on life, 
livestock, and agriculture. 
Loss of life and money has 
been reported in many dis-
tricts. The State Government 
is committed to making nec-
essary arrangements for the 
safety and maintenance of all 
the affected people,” an official 
release said, quoting Yogi Ad-
ityanath.

The Chief Minister ex-
pressed grief over the loss of 
lives due to heavy rain, light-
ning, snake bites, and drown-
ing. He directed officials to 
immediately distribute per-

missible relief money to the 
families of the deceased and 
provide proper treatment to 
the injured.

Reviewing the impact on 
agricultural crops, the Chief 
Minister said that the Revenue 
and Agriculture Department 
teams should conduct a thor-
ough survey in all the districts 
and assess the damage so that 
farmers can be compensated. 
The Chief Minister has given 
instructions to do this work on 
priority. Giving instructions to 
ensure the safety of livestock 
in the flood-affected areas, 
the Chief Minister said that 
adequate arrangements for 
animal feed should be made 
in these areas.

The rivers Rapti and Saryu 
(Ghagra) are flowing above the 
danger mark. The Chief Min-
ister has given instructions for 
continuous monitoring of the 
water level in rivers.

TDG NETWORK
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CM ADITYANATH VISITS FLOOD AFFECTED AREAS 
IN UP, DIRECTS ASSISTANCE FOR VICTIMS

PETITION

The Supreme Court on Friday 
said that there was no urgency 
to hear the matter against free-
bies promised by the political 
parties during election cam-
paigns.

The petition seeking an ur-
gent hearing of the plea was 
mentioned for urgent hear-
ing before the Supreme Court 
today. At that, Advocate Ash-
wini Upadhyay mentioned 
the matter before a bench of 
Chief Justice UU Lalit and 
Justice Hemant Gupta, saying 
elections are to be announced 
in Gujarat and parties are 
making irresponsible prom-
ises. CJI Lalit then said there 

was no urgent hearing and 
asked to send the files of the 
case to his chambers.

Earlier, a bench headed by 
the then CJI NV Ramana had 
said that the issue of freebies 
promised by the political 
parties during election cam-
paigns requires extensive de-
bate, and referred the case to a 
three-judge bench.

The top court’s order came 
on a batch of pleas against 
freebies promised by politi-
cal parties. The top court had 
asked the Centre the reason 
behind not calling for an all-
party meeting to determine is-
sues relating to the promise of 
freebies during election cam-
paigns. It has also been said 

that it cannot prevent political 
parties from making promises 
during election campaigns, 
but the question is what con-
stitutes the right promises and 
what is the right way of spend-
ing public money.

Political parties such as 
the Aam Aadmi Party, the 
Congress, and the Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) 
sought to intervene and op-
pose the plea.

AAP had filed an applica-
tion stating that electoral 
promises such as free water, 
electricity, and free transport 
are not “freebies,” but that 
these schemes are absolutely 
essential in an unequal society.

One of the pleas filed by 

Upadhyay sought direction 
to seize election symbols and 
deregister political parties that 
promised to distribute irratio-
nal freebies from public funds.

The plea had claimed that 
political parties’ arbitrary 
promises or irrational free-
bies for wrongful gain and to 
lure voters in their favour is 
analogous to bribery and un-
due influence. It claimed that 
the promise or distribution of 
irrational freebies from public 
funds before elections could 
unduly influence the voters, 
shake the roots of a free and 
fair election, and disturb the 
level playing field, besides 
vitiating the purity of the elec-
tion process.
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NO URGENCY TO HEAR MATTER OF FREEBIES PROMISED BY PARTIES: SC

EXPERTS ON THE WAY MONEY LAUNDERING CASEFESTIVITIES IN DELHI 

The Centre on Friday informed 
that it has decided to depute 
a high-level team to Uttar 
Pradesh in collaboration with 
the state authorities to institute 
measures for dengue manage-
ment in Firozabad, Agra and 
Etawah districts.

“Union Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare has decided 
to depute a high-level multi-dis-
ciplinary team to Uttar Pradesh 
to collaborate with the State 
Health Authorities in institut-
ing public health measures for 
dengue management in Firoz-
abad, Agra, and Etawah dis-
tricts,” the ministry informed 

in a press statement. As per 
the statement, the six-member 
central team for Uttar Pradesh 
comprises experts from the 
National Centre for Disease 
Control, the National Centre 
for Vector Borne Diseases Con-
trol and Dr RML Hospital, New 
Delhi. The team will be headed 
by Dr VK Chaudhary, Senior 
RD, Regional Office of Health 
and Family Welfare, Lucknow.

The team shall work closely 
with the State Health Depart-
ments and take stock of the on-
ground situation and recom-
mend necessary public health 
interventions to manage the in-
creasing cases of dengue being 
reported by the state, it stated.

The Supreme Court on Friday 
dismissed the petition to dis-
qualify Satyendar Jain, MLA 
and Minister in the state gov-
ernment, who has been in ju-
dicial custody in a money laun-
dering case since May 30, and 
declared him as “a person of 
unsound mind” and disquali-
fied him from the Assembly on 
this ground.

A bench of justices Sanjay 
Kishan Kaul and Abhay S. Oka 
dismissed the plea with cost. 
The court ordered that the fee 
be paid within four weeks to the 
Supreme Court Mediation and 
Conciliation Project Committee 
(MCPC).

The petitioner, Ashish Kumar 
Srivastava, has filed his petition 
through Advocate-on-Record 
Nirmal Kumar Ambastha and 
advocate Rudra Vikram Singh.

The petitioner has challenged 
the Delhi High Court order dat-
ed August 16, 2022.

The petitioner submitted that 
the Delhi government is clearly 
violating the provisions of the 
Constitution of India under Ar-
ticle 191, which clearly states that 
a person shall be disqualified for 
being chosen as, and for being, 
a member of the Legislative As-
sembly or Legislative Council of 
State if he is of unsound mind.

The petitioner further sub-
mitted that one of the Cabinet 
Ministers in the Delhi Govern-
ment, Satyendra Kumar Jain, 
also a member of the Legislative 
Assembly from Shakur Basti 
Assembly constituency since 
2015, declared that he had lost 

his memory before the Officers 
of the Enforcement Director-
ate, and the same had also been 
informed to the Special Judge 
Rouse Avenue District Court, 
New Delhi by the Additional 
Solicitor General.

But unfortunately, he is still 
continuing the important Cabi-
net Minister portfolio in the 
Delhi government and is still 
enjoying the post of Member of 
the Legislative Assembly of the 
Delhi Assembly, the petitioner 
said. Hence, the petitioner sub-
mitted that the Court may de-
clare Satyendra Jain a person 
with an unsound mind and 
subsequently disqualify him 
from being a Member of the 
Legislative Assembly or Cabi-
net Minister in the government 
of the NCT of Delhi.

Earlier, the Principal District 
and Sessions Judge Vinay Ku-
mar Gupta on September 23 
agreed to transfer the Satyender 
Jain money laundering case to 
another judge and listed the 
matter afresh for hearing today 
itself.

According to the order, the 
case was transferred to Special 
Judge Vikas Dhull. Earlier, it was 
heard at length by Special Judge 
Geetanjali Goel.

The ED on June 6 claimed to 
have seized Rs 2.85 crore in cash 
and 133 gold coins weighing 1.80 
kg from Satyendra Jain’s aides 
during its day-long raid conduct-
ed at various places across Delhi 
and the National Capital Region 
(NCR). During these raids, the 
agency also seized various in-
criminating documents and 
digital records.

Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal on Friday said 
that the Delhi government 
would organise Chhath 
Puja at 1100 places in the 
capital city this year and 
has approved an Rs 25 crore 
budget to facilitate the cel-
ebration of the festival that 
is hugely popular in Bihar 
and eastern Uttar Pradesh.

People worship the Sun 
God during the festival, 
which will be celebrated 
between 28 October and 31 
October this year. Kejriwal 
said that the Delhi govern-
ment was making all efforts 

to ensure that the people 
celebrate on a grand scale.

Delhi Revenue Minister 
Kailash Gahlot held a re-
view meeting on the pre-
paredness for Chhath Puja 
in the national capital on 
October 6.

Burari MLA Sanjiv Jha, 
the Divisional Commis-
sioner and all the District 
Magistrates of Delhi at-
tended the meeting.

In Delhi, the Revenue 
Department is the nodal 
department for the cel-
ebration of Chhath Puja 
in a safe, secure and eco-
friendly manner with full 
festivity.

The Fire and Fury corps of the 
Indian Army on Friday induct-
ed indigenous high mobility 
troop carriers and 4x4 Quick 
Reaction Force Vehicles for 
operations in the Ladakh sec-
tor, Army officials confirmed. 
According to the officials, these 
vehicles have been made in In-
dia by private sector firms. Fire 
and Fury Corps tweeted, “Fire 
and Fury Corps inducts in-
digenous high mobility troop 
carriers, 4x4 Quick Reaction 
Force Vehicles, # QRFV ex @
BharatForgeLtd.”

The Northern Command 
tweeted, “Northern Command 
inducts 4x4 Quick Reaction 
Force Vehicles, an indigenous 
initiative by Bharat Forge Lim-
ited; an all-terrain high mobil-
ity combat troop carrier with 
armour and Mine Protection. 
#AtmanirbharBharat #Ma-
deInIndia @adgpi,” Northen 
Command-Indian Army had 
tweeted.

The Saket District Court has 
dismissed a complaint seeking 
a direction to the Delhi Police 
to investigate against Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal, Cabinet Minister Gopal 
Rai, MLA Prakash Jarwal and 
others in relation to the Delhi 
Assembly Elections 2020.

The complainant had filed 
the complaint under Section 
156(3) of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (CrPC) stating that 
MLA Prakash Jarwal was not 
eligible to contest the elections 
from Deoli (SC) Assembly 
Constituency-47, which was 
reserved for the Scheduled 
Caste Community. Arvind 
Kejriwal and Gopal Rai made 
him the candidate for the As-
sembly polls. The complain-
ant, Dal Chand Kapil, stated 
that he is a member of the 
Scheduled Caste Community 
who had contested Legisla-
tive Assembly Elections from 
Deoli (SC) Assembly Constitu-
ency-47 in the years 2015 and 
2020. Prakash Jarwal also 
contested these elections from 
the Deoli (SC) Assembly con-
stituency in 2015 and 2020.

The complainant alleged 
that Prakash Jarwal was de-
liberately made a candidate 
from the Deoli (SC) Assembly 
constituency only to deprive 
any member of the Scheduled 
Caste Community of getting 
elected from the reserved con-
stituency.
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CENTRE RUSHES HIGH LEVEL TEAM TO UP 
TO ASSESS, MANAGE DENGUE SITUATION 

SUPREME COURT REJECTS PLEA 
TO DISQUALIFY SATYENDAR JAIN

DELHI GOVERNMENT ALLOCATES RS 25 CR 
FOR CHATTH PUJA CELEBRATIONS

ARMY INDUCTS HIGH 
MOBILITY TROOP 
CARRIER

SAKET COURT 
DISMISSES 
COMPLAINT 
AGAINST KEJRIWAL
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

NEW FACILITY
ARMED IN LADAKH

The Centre has upgraded 
the security of Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma from the ‘Z’ category 
cover in the North-Eastern 
region to the ‘Z+’ category 
on an India basis, sources 
said.

The Central Reserve Po-
lice Force (CRPF), which is 
currently providing Sarma 
with ‘Z’ category secu-
rity, will now facilitate him 
with ‘Z+’ category security. 
Sources said that the move 
comes after the security ar-
rangement for Sarma was 
reviewed in the Ministry 
of Home Affairs (MHA) in 
consultation with the Cen-
tral Security Agency and it 
has been decided to upgrade 
his present ‘Z’ category 
CRPF security cover in the 
North-Eastern region to 
‘Z+’ category CRPF security 
cover on an all India basis.

The MHA has requested 
the CRPF to provide ‘Z+’ 
category security cover to 
Sarma on an all-India ba-
sis, said the sources.

As per the ‘Z+’ category 
security protocol, over 50 
commandos would ac-
company the Assam CM 
whenever he travels any-
where within the country.

Sarma was accorded a 
“Z” category security cover 
by the CRPF in 2017. Under 
earlier security arrange-
ments, the ‘Z’ category of 
security was being pro-
vided to Sarma within the 
state.
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CENTRE UPGRADES ASSAM 
CM’S SECURITY TO Z-PLUS
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CHILD FRIENDLY PARLIAMENTS

TAKE CARE OF CHILDREN TO DEVELOP NATIONAL 
HUMAN RESOURCES: MP KARTIKEYA SHARMA 
Participating in a 

workshop on the 
Rights of the Child 

on the theme “Child-friend-
ly Parliaments: The case 
for stronger parliamentary 
action in support of child 
rights” at the 145th Assem-
bly of the Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union (IPU) here on 
Friday, Indian parliamen-
tarian Kartikeya Sharma 
said that it is crucial to fo-
cus on vulnerable children.

The young MP said, “Chil-
dren constitute the princi-
pal asset of any country. 
Children’s development 
is very important for the 
overall development of so-
ciety, and the best way to 
develop national human 
resources is to take care of 
children under the age of 18 
as they constitute 30 per-
cent of India’s population. 
They represent not only In-
dia’s future but are integral 
to securing India’s present 
The Constitution of India 
obliges the government to 
make necessary provisions 
to advance the rights and 
wellbeing of children.”

“Moreover the recogni-
tion of the need for promot-
ing greater child respon-
siveness in India’s policies 
is also reflected in our Na-

tional Policy for Children 
(2013), the National Plan of 
Action for Children (2016) 
and the New Education 
Policy (2020),” he added.

Talking about protec-
tion of children, he stated 
that, “It is crucial for us to 
focus on vulnerable chil-
dren such as street chil-
dren, orphans, child labor, 
migrant children, etc. in 
our policy and financial 
statements while review-
ing our child development 

schemes. The catastrophic 
impact of COVID-19 has 
further increased the risks 
and vulnerabilities of chil-
dren and, therefore, cor-
responding welfare mea-
sures would be crucial 
along with adequate allo-
cation and increase in the 
expenditure on children.”

He stated that India up-
holds a large range of in-
ternational instruments 
and decisions pertaining 
to the rights of all children 

to protection, security, 
and dignity. “We are party 
to the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC) and the Conven-
tion on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimi-
nation Against Women 
(CEDAW). We even rati-
fied the International La-
bour Organization (LO) 
Convention No. 182 on 
the Worst Forms of Child 
Labour, 1999, and are tak-
ing effective measures to 

secure the prohibition and 
elimination of the worst 
forms of child labour in the 
country,” he further added.

It is widely acknowledged 
that investing in children 
contributes significantly 
towards inclusive and sus-
tainable human develop-
ment. Hence, our progress 
in achieving the Sustain-
able Development Goals 
(SDGs) requires a high 
degree of child involve-
ment in our policies and 
programmes.

“The Indian Parliament 
has played a vital role in 
enacting several laws for 
the welfare and the fuller 
development of children. 
Child Labour (Prohibition 
and Regulation) Amend-
ment Act, 2016, the Ju-
venile Justice (Care and 
Protection of Children) 
Act 2015, the Protection 
of Children from Sexual 
Offences Act 2012, the 
Right of Children to Free 
and Compulsory Educa-
tion Act, 2009, the Prohi-
bition of Child Marriage 
Act 2006 the Commission 
for Protection of Child 
Rights Act 2005, and Pre-
Conception and Pre-Natal 
Diagnostic Techniques 
(PCPNDT) Act 1994 are 
some of the major initia-
tives of Parliament of India 
for protecting children’s 

interests and benefits,” he 
said while talking about 
laws for protection of chil-
dren in India.

“Further our parliamen-
tarians have been taking 
up problems confronted by 
children, especially those 
relating to their health, 
education, nutrition, recre-
ation, and protection from 
exploitation and abuse, 
through questions and 
other procedural devices 
for drawing the attention 
of the Government.”

While talking about the 
importance of the impor-
tance of legislatures as 
advocates for children, he 
said, “Legislatures are one 
of the key political arenas 
where elected officials can 
effectively advocate for 
a greater, more efficient, 
and equitable allocation of 
resources to advance chil-
dren’s rights. They play a 
crucial role in preparing a 
legal and fiscal framework 
focusing on the differential 
needs of children. Further 
deliberations in Parliament 
and various Parliamentary 
Committees help in incor-
porating children’s needs 
into government policies, 
programmes, intervention 
and as an important strate-
gy for mainstreaming child 
welfare in the development 
process.”

Indian delegation in Rwanda.

India Parliamentary delegation at dinner in Kigali.

Indian Parliamentries at the High Commision of India.

MP kartikey Sharma with Indian diaspora in Rwanda. 

INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION MEET 2022: DAY 4

TDG NETWORK 
KIGALI 

MP Kartikeya Sharma along with other Indian delegates. 
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2 ARRESTED FOR 
PASTING BEAUTY 
CONTEST POSTER 
IN BHATINDA
BATHINDA: The Bathinda 
Police on Friday arrested 
two accused father and son 
in an alleged case of the 
inappropriate depiction of 
women for a beauty contest. 
The Beauty pageant poster 
promises the win-ner the 
chance to marry an NRI 
in Bathinda. The accused 
have been identified as Su-
rinder Singh and Ram Dayal 
Singh. Controversy arose 
over the poster put up in the 
city regarding the competi-
tion to be held in a hotel that 
read, “this competition is 
for general category girls 
who on winning would be 
even-tually be married to a 
Non-Resident Indian (NRI)”.

6 PISTOLS 
RECOVERED AT 
GANGSTERS’ TIP 
OFF IN PUNJAB
Chandigarh: Amid the 
ongoing war against anti-
social elements launched 
on the directions of Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann, 
Punjab Police on Friday re-
covered six pistols including 
two foreign-made from dif-
ferent locations pinpointed 
by two jailed gangsters. The 
recovered pistols include 
one Austri-an made 9mm 
Glock pistol, one made in 
China CF-98 pistol and 
along with four country-
made .315 bore pistols with 
12 live cartridges. Disclos-
ing this, Deputy Inspector 
General of Police (DIG) 
Ropar Range-cum-Anti-
Gangster Task Force (AGTF) 
Gurpreet Singh Bhullar 
said that Taranjot Singh 
alias Tanna was nominated 
as accused in case FIR 
no 117 u/s 384, 120b and 
25/54/59 dated 29.07.2022 
of Police Station, Sirhind.

PUNJAB SECURES 
RS 23,448-CR 
INVESTMENTS 
IN FIRST HALF
Chandigarh: The state 
government led by Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Maan 
is continuously striving 
to consolidate the fis-
cal condition of the state, 
provide employment to 
the people here and bring 
maxi-mum investment. 
The state government has 
received investments worth 
Rs.23,448 crore in various 
sectors during the first six 
months due to the tireless 
efforts. Divulging this Pun-
jab Minister for In-vestment 
Promotion, Tourism and 
Cultural Affairs, Anmol 
Gagan said that according 
to SBI research team.

HIMACHAL 
CABINET OKAYS 
TRACK-SUITES TO 
50,000 STUDENTS
SHIMLA: The Himachal 
Pradesh Cabinet meet-
ing held here on Friday 
under the chairmanship 
of Chief Minister Jai 
Ram Thakur decided to 
provide two sets of track 
suites free of cost (one 
for summer season and 
one for winter season) 
for students of Pre- Pri-
mary (Nursery) studying 
in Government Schools 
under Atal School Vardi 
Yojna for the year 2022-23. 
This would benefit over 
50,000 nursery students 
of Government schools in 
the Himachal Pradesh. 

The first meeting of the four-
membered committee to ex-
amine the World Health Or-
ganisation’s report regarding 
Maiden Pharmaceuticals Ltd 
was held on Thursday.

The committee comprises 
of technical experts-- Dr YK 
Gupta, Vice Chairperson 
of the Standing National 
Committee on Medicines 
(chair), Dr Pragya Yadav, 
Indian Council of Medical 
Research- National Institute 
of Virology (ICMR -NIV) in 
Pune, Dr Arti Bahl, Division 
of Epidemiology, National 
Centre for Disease Control 
(NCDC) in New Delhi, and 
AK Pradhan, JDC(I) in Cen-
tral Drugs Standard Control 
Organisation (CDSCO). Ac-
cording to the sources from 
Union Health Ministry, the 

experts here discussed and 
intensified the investigation 
into the matter.

“The government is alerted 
and has formed a committee. 
Production of cough syrups 
by Maiden Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd has been suspended, 
and its lab report is awaited. 
A four-member expert com-
mittee has been formed to 
investigate the report sent 
by WHO,” sources said.

According to the media re-
ports , Atlanta-based Atlan-
tic Pharmaceuticals Compa-
ny Ltd which has permission 
to export medicines to West 
Africa’s Gambia had ordered 
combined cough syrup bot-
tles that were purchased 
from Maiden Pharmaceuti-
cals limited.

“From the preliminary 
inquiry of CDSCO, it has 
been revealed that Maiden 
Pharmaceuticals Ltd is a 

manufacturer licensed by 
the State Drug Controller 
for the product’s Prometha-
zine Oral Solution BP, Ko-
fexnalin Baby cough syrup, 
MaKoff Baby Cough Syrup 
and MaGrip n Cold Syrup 
under reference, and holds 
manufacturing permission 
for these products for export 
only,” the sources said.

The company has manu-
factured and exported these 
products only to the Gambia.

“It is a usual practice that 
the importing country tests 
such medicines on qual-
ity parameters, and satis-
fies itself with the product’s 
quality before the import-
ing country decides to re-
lease them for usage in the 
country. In the present case, 
it is not yet clear whether 
these medicines were tested  
in the Gambia before re-
lease,” they added.

PHARMACEUTICALS CASE

Expert panel holds meeting 
to examine WHO’s claims
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

POLL PANEL ANNOUNCES

Himachal Pradesh 
will go to polls on 
November 12 to elect 

its next government and the 
results will be declared on 
December 8, the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) 
announced on Friday.

There are 1,184 voters in Hi-
machal whose age is more than 
100 years that are going to cast 
their vote in an upcoming As-
sembly election of Himachal 
Pradesh. Election Commis-
sion Chief Rajiv Kumar held 
a press conference on Friday 
to announce the assembly 
elections. During this, he told 
that in the upcoming elections 
every polling station will be 
on the ground floor only. Ef-
forts have been made to pro-
vide polling stations to all the 
people within two km of their 
homes. Chief Election Com-
missioner Rajiv Kumar told 

the media that 55 lakh voters 
in Himachal will cast their vote 
on November 12. The Election 
Commission said that a gazette 
notification will be issued on 
October 17. At the same time, 
the last date for nomination 
is October 25. The scrutiny of 
nominations will continue till 
October 27. Candidates will be 
able to withdraw their names 

till October 29. Himachal will 
go to polls in a single phase on 
November 12. After this, the re-
sults will be declared after the 
counting of votes on December 
8. The last date to complete the 
election process in the state is 
December 10.

The EC has said that there 
are 55 lakh voters in Him-
achal Pradesh. In this, 27 

lakh 80 thousand are men, 
and 27 lakh 27 thousand are 
women that will participate 
in this festival of democracy. 

The number of service per-
sonnel involved in the elec-
tion will be 67 thousand 532. 
Apart from this, there are 1.22 
lakh voters above 80 years of 
age. Along with this, there 
are 1,184 voters whose age is 
more than 100 years.

1,184 CENTENARIANS TO CAST 
THEIR VOTE IN HIMACHAL

CEC Rajiv Kumar at a press conference announcing the 
schedule at Vigyan Bhawan, in New Delhi on Friday. 

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Jai Ram Thakur on 
Friday expressed confidence 
that Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) will emerge victorious 
in the next month’s assembly 
polls and said that the state 
has seen development in ev-
ery sector over the past five 
years.

He said the party will run 
a strong campaign in the 
state. “You will see a strong 
election campaign by BJP in 
the state and we will win the 
polls. PM Modi, party chief 
JP Nadda and Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah are expected 
to come to the state for cam-
paigning,” the Chief Minister 
told ANI.

He said the state has got 
many development projects 

with help from the central 
government.

“People of  Himachal 
Pradesh are aware and take 
decisions based on their own 
opinions. Our government 
has got many development 
projects with help from the 
Centre, including AIIMS 
hospital, Atal tunnel, and 
Vande Bharat train. People 
have witnessed develop-
ment in every sector under 
BJP,” he said.

The Election Commission 
on Friday announced that 
the assembly poll will take 
place in Himchal Pradesh 
on November 12. The re-
sults will be announced on 
November 8.In the previous 
election to the 68-member 
Himachal Pradesh Legisla-
tive Assembly, BJP won 44 
seats while Congress se-
cured 21 seats. 

WITH STRONG CAMPAIGN

WE WILL WIN HIMACHAL 
POLLS, SAYS CM THAKUR
TDG NETWORK  
SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh Aam 
Aadmi Party chief Sur-
jit Thakur on Thursday 
took a dig at the BJP over 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s frequent visits to 
the state and said that it is 
a reflection of the ruling 
party’s failure to fulfil the  
poll promises.

Thakur claimed that the 
BJP is trying to make the 
Assembly elections in Hi-
machal, slated to be held 
later this year, Modi ver-
sus others. Speaking to 

ANI, Thakur said, “Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is 
visiting the state frequently 
ahead of the elections here. 
He only comes and makes 
false promises during the 
polls and forgets about 
them. This shows that they 
are trying to make the elec-
tion as Modi versus others. 
It shows that the state BJP 
government has complete-
ly failed and CM Jairam 
Thakur could not fulfil the 
promises made.”

The AAP leader alleged 
that the BJP and Congress 
are “hand in glove” with 
each other.

DIG AT BJP IN HIMACHAL

PM MODI’S FREQUENT VISITS 
SHOW BJP’S FAILURE:  AAP
TDG NETWORK  
SHIMLA

 There are 20 prisons in 
Haryana spread over 22 dis-
tricts. The jails in Haryana 
can accommodate 20,638 
prisoners and contrary to 
this, as on the first week of 
September month this year, 
there were 26,049 prisoners 
in the jails which added to 
woes of the jails administra-
tion leading to mismanage-
ment. Out of the total, men 
and women prisoners are 
25,158 and 891 respectively. 
Thus, 5,411 more prisoners 
have been accommodated 
which is 26 per cent higher 
against the accommodation 
capacity of prisoners. Amid 
this, it is learnt that out of 
the total sanctioned posts in 
jails, a sizable chunk is lying 
vacant in Haryana. Out of 
the total prisoners, women 
constitute just 3.42 per cent 
of the total. Apart from that, 
there are 70 foreigners and 
out of these, 7 male prison-
ers are convicted. Among the 
remaining 63 undertrials, 
59 and 4 prisoners are male 
and female respectively. The 
prisoners being kept in jails 
fall under several categories 
namely facing trails, facing 
life imprisonment and under 
trials and many more. 

The data made available by 
the concerned department 
revealed that 17 of the 20 pris-
ons in Haryana overcrowded, 

with the Panipat district jail 
coping with nearly twice the 
number of inmates it should 
hold. Maximum overcrowd-
ing was reported at Farid-
abad, Gurugram and Hisar 
districts. In all, over 10 per 
cent of the convicts are facing 
life imprisonment. As many 
as 2,822 convicts are serving 
life imprisonment. Among 
these, men and women  
convicts are 2,717 and  
105 respectively. 

Regarding this, Mohm-
mad Akil, the Director Gen-
eral, Prisons, Haryana said 
that the jail administration 
is putting its best to ensure 
better infrastructure in the 
jails. While reacting to the 
question of prisoners’ much 
higher occupancy than fixed 
capacity, he replied that the 
efforts are being made to ex-
pand the jails’ capacity and 
the officials have directed to 
provide sound infrastruc-
ture, regular maintenance 
and basic cleanliness to the 
prisoners. 

It is pertinent to mention 
that Faridabad, Gurugram, 
Rohtak and Hisar are among 
those district which have 
higher occupancy rate of 
prisoners against the set ca-
pacity in the prisons. There 
are 2,879, 3,101 and 1,798 
prisoners in Gurugram, 
Faridabad and Rohtak Jails 
against the fixed capacity of 
2,412, 2,500 and 1,300 pris-
oners respectively. 

NOT PROPERLY MANAGED

HARYANA’S JAM-PACKED 
JAILS HOLD 26% MORE 
PRISONERS THAN CAPACITY
RAVINDER MALIK  
CHANDIGARH 

Border Security Force (BSF) 
troops shot down a drone 
that entered India in Punjab’s 
Gurdaspur sector from the 
Pakistan side on the Inter-
national Border in the early 
hours of Friday.

A senior BSF officer said 
that the drone was spotted 
at 4.35 am by BSF troops on 
patrolling duty. They imme-
diately opened fire and it was 
shot down.

According to the BSF offi-
cial, a massive search opera-
tion has been launched in the 
area to determine whether 
the drone has dropped any 
consignment in the area.

A search operation is un-
derway under the supervi-
sion of BSF DIG. It is sus-
pected that the drone was 
carrying a consignment from 
Pakistan.

“Brave jawans of BSF spot-
ted a drone coming from 
Pakistan side. As soon as it 
entered India, jawans fired 
17 rounds of bullets at it. One 
of the blades of the drone was 
damaged. The entire area is 
being searched. The drone 
will be analysed,” said BSF 

DIG, Gurdaspur, Prabhakar 
Joshi.

Pertinent to mention, in the 
past nine months, security 
forces have observed the il-
legal entry of 191 drones into 
Indian territory from neigh-
bouring Pakistan, raising 
major concerns in terms of 
internal security in the coun-
try. The central government 
recently shared the input 
from the security forces de-
ployed at the India-Pakistan 
border to maintain such il-
legal attempts from the Paki-
stan side. Of the 191 drones 
observed, 171 entered into 
Indian territory through the 
India-Pakistan border along 
the Punjab sector while 20 
were seen in the Jammu sec-
tor, a document accessed by 
the ANI mentions.

As per the document, the 
“UAV (Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle) observation in Indo-
Pak border was seen in Pun-
jab and Jammu frontier with 
effect from January 1, 2022, to 
September 30, 2022”.

The documents further 
reveal that most of these 
drones or UAVs managed to 
flee while a total of seven have 
been shot down by the Border 
Security Force (BSF) person-

nel, who are deployed along 
the India-Pakistan border 
to keep a tab on such illegal 
activities being orchestrated 
by Pakistan’s Inter-Services 
Intelligence.

Among seven drones shot 
down this year between Jan-
uary 1 to September 15 were 
observed in Punjab’s Amrit-
sar, Ferozpur and Abohar 
regions.

Officials in the BSF told 
ANI that drones are being 
used by Pakistan’s side to 
transport weapons, explo-
sives and narcotics across 
the international border in 
Jammu and Punjab from 
Pakistan.

The increased drone ac-
tivity across the border was 
brought to the notice of Home 
Minister Amit Shah in the 
security review meeting in 
Srinagar recently with top se-
curity and intelligence chiefs 
in attendance. While BSF, 
which mans the international 
border with Pakistan in the 
Jammu sector, believes that it 
has been able to repel drones 
carrying arms, ammunition 
and explosives from Paki-
stan, the state police and the 
intelligence agencies differ 
with this assessment.

IN PUNJAB’S GURDASPUR

BSF troops shoot down 
Pakistani drone along IB
TDG NETWORK
GURDASPUR

There are 55 lakh voters in state;  27 lakh 80 thousand are 
men and 27 lakh 27 thousand are women, says poll panel
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

MATH OF SEATS  
IN HIMACHAL

There are 68 seats in the Hi-
machal Pradesh Legislative 
Assembly. Elections were 
held in the same number of 
seats in 2017. At that time 
17 assembly seats in the 
state were reserved for the 
Scheduled Castes, while 
three seats were reserved 
for the Scheduled Tribes. 
The 48 assembly seats 
in the state were for the 
general category. In the last 
assembly elections, BJP had 
won 44 seats, Congress 21 
and others three. 

 Congress leader Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra on Friday 
said that if the party is voted 
to power in the forthcoming 
Himachal Pradesh assem-
bly elections, a decision will 
be taken on restoring the old 
pension scheme in the first 
meeting of the cabinet.

Addressing ‘Parivartan 
Pratigya Rally’ here, the 
Congress leader said a de-
cision will also be taken at 
the cabinet meeting to pro-
vide one lakh government 
jobs. She targeted the BJP 
government in the state and 
alleged that it has done noth-
ing for youth, employees and 
women.

“You should think about 
your future. BJP doesn’t have 
money for pensions but they 
can waive off loans of their 
big businessmen. They have 
nothing for youth, employ-
ees and women. Govern-
ment posts are lying vacant 
for the last five years,” Pri-
yanka Gandhi said.

“I am giving you a guaran-
tee today that after forming 
the government here, two 
major decisions will be taken 
in the first cabinet meeting. 
First is to give one lakh gov-

ernment jobs and the second 
is to implement old pension 
scheme (OPS),” she added.

The Congress is in the pro-
cess of deciding its candi-
dates for the assembly polls. 
The party is without its tall 
leader Virbhadra Singh in 
this election. He passed away 
last year. Himachal has been 
witnessing a bipolar contest 
between Congress and the 
BJP but Aam Aadmi Party is 
also trying to make its pres-
ence felt.

EC announced the sched-
ule for the assembly election 
in Himachal Pradesh on Fri-
day. The state will go to the 
polls on November 12 and 
the counting of votes will be 
held on December 8.

In the previous election, 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
secured 44 seats while Con-
gress won 21 seats. 

 IF VOTED TO POWER

CONGRESS WILL RESTORE OLD 
PENSION SCHEME: PRIYANKA
TDG NETWORK  
SOLAN

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra

Gurgaon district collector 
and deputy commissioner 
Nishant Kumar Yadav, while 
issuing an order on Friday, 
imposed a complete ban on 
the manufacture, sale and 
operation of all types of fire-
crackers other than green 
crackers with immediate ef-
fect in the district.

These orders will be appli-
cable in the entire Gurugram 
district with immediate ef-
fect and will be effective till 
January 31, 2023. The orders 
have been issued by the Dis-
trict Magistrate under Sec-
tion 144 of the Criminal Pro-
cedure Act 1973, Explosives 
Act 1883 and other Explosive 
Rules. As per the orders is-
sued the responsibility of 
implementing these orders 
is with the Gurugram Police 
Commissioner, Municipal 
Corporations of Gurugram 
and Manesar, all SDMs, all 
Tehsildars and Naib Teh-
sildars, Block Development 
and Panchayat Officers, all 
DCPs, Executive Officers 

and Secretaries of Munici-
pal and Municipal Councils, 
all Police Stations. The po-
lice station in charge, Fire 
Officer Gurugram and his 
staff. All these officers have 
been instructed to execute 
the orders and put raids. 
Also, these officers have 
been asked to send reports 
to the District Collector on a 
daily basis.

In the orders issued by the 
Deputy Commissioner, it 
has been said that as per the 
order of the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) and Hary-
ana State Pollution Control 
Board, the manufacture, op-
eration and sale of all types 
of firecrackers other than 
green firecrackers have been 
banned in the entire state 
including NCR region. This 

decision has been taken in 
view of the increasing pol-
lution in the state. Deputy 
Commissioner Nishant Ku-
mar Yadav said that this or-
der will be strictly followed 
in district Gurugram.

Referring to the orders 
of the Pollution Control 
Board, he said that regard-
ing increasing pollution, 
the Supreme Court has said 
that pollution has adverse 
effects on health. According 
to Yadav, the board has said 
that between October and 
January, the level of pollu-
tion increases significantly 
in the state, due to which 
children, the elderly and 
sick people start having dif-
ficulty in breathing, hence 
a ban has been imposed on  
firecrackers.

 BAN ON FIRECRACKERS

Only green crackers 
allowed in Gurugram
TDG NETWORK
GURUGRAM
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5TH VANDE 
BHARAT TRAIN 
TO RUN BY 
NOVEMBER
New Delhi: The 5th 
Vande Bharat Train will 
begin operations from 
November 10 on the 
Chennai-Bengaluru-
Mysuru route. The first 
Vande Bharat Express 
train was flagged off on 
February 15, 2019, on 
the New Delhi-Kanpur-
Allahabad-Varanasi 
route. The government 
has dedicated significant 
efforts towards strength-
ening the ‘Make in India’ 
campaign, and Vande 
Bharat Express is one of 
the success stories. 

IT CONDUCTS RAID 
AT RS BROTHERS 
STORES IN 
HYDERABAD 
Hyderabad: The Income 
Tax (IT) department on 
Friday conducted raids 
on the RS Brothers 
stores in Hyderabad, 
sources said.
According to the people 
aware of the matter, 
the raids are currently 
underway at around a 
dozen showrooms and 
premises linked to RS 
Brothers. These search-
es are being conducted 
after the central agency 
received “credible infor-
mation” of tax evasion by 
the group. More details 
are awaited. 

RIGHTS BODY 
MEETS FAMILY OF 
GIRL FOUND DEAD 
IN JANGIPARA
Hooghly: National Com-
mission for Protection 
of Child Rights (NCPCR) 
chairman Priyank 
Kanoongo on Friday 
met the family of the 
12-year-old girl who 
was found dead in West 
Bengal’s Jangipara last 
week. “So far, our probe 
shows that there are 
loopholes in the action 
taken by police. We have 
called the investigation 
officer, other police 
officials and doctors 
who did the postmor-
tem, today,” Kanoongo 
told. Tension sparked 
in Hooghly’s Jangipara 
after the body of a 
12-year-old girl, who 
was missing for four 
days, was recovered 
from a lake in Krishna-
pur village on Saturday. 
The girl’s family alleged 
that she was raped and 
murdered. The family 
said that the minor had 
gone for pandal hopping 
but did not return home. 

CUSTOMS SEIZES 
GOLD WORTH 43 
LAKHS AT KOCHI 
AIRPORT
Kochi: Customs 
officials on Friday 
seized gold worth Rs 
43 lakh from a pas-
senger coming from 
Abu Dhabi at the Kochi 
airport. Acting on Air 
Intelligence Unit (AIU) 
input, Customs officers 
intercepted a passen-
ger coming from Abu 
Dhabi at Kochi Airport 
on flight 3L 125. During 
the examination of the 
said passenger, 1,162 
gm of foreign-origin 
gold (compound) (Exp 
quantity- 987 grams) 
was found concealed in 
his rectum. According 
to the Customs officials, 
the value of the seized 
gold is 43.40 Lakhs.

EXTORTION CASE

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) on Friday 
opposed the bail application 
filed by former Maharashtra 
Home Minister and Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP) 
leader Anil Deshmukh in 
connection with the Rs 100 
crore extortion matter.

Deshmukh had filed a peti-
tion for bail in the CBI court, 
on which the CBI has filed 
its reply today, to which the 
lawyer of Anil Deshmukh 
will now argue on October 
18. The next hearing of the 
case will be on October 18.

Meanwhile, the NCP leader 
was taken to Jaslok Hospital 
from Arthur Road Jail today.

He was admitted to Jaslok 
Hospital today after the 
special PMLA court had al-
lowed Anil Deshmukh to 
undergo angiography in a 

private hospital.
Deshmukh had been ac-

cused of asking policemen 
to collect Rs 100 crores il-
legally for him every month 
from bar owners in Mumbai.

Earlier on October 11, the 
Supreme Court refused to 
cancel the bail granted to 
the former home minister in 

the money laundering case 
lodged against him by En-
forcement Directorate (ED).

A bench headed by Justice 
DY Chandrachud refused to 
interfere with the Bombay 
High Court order which 
granted bail to Deshmukh.

Enforcement Director-
ate has approached the 

apex court challenging the 
Bombay High Court’s order 
granting bail to Deshmukh, 
who was arrested in connec-
tion with a money launder-
ing case. 

On October 4, the Bombay 
High Court had granted bail 
to Deshmukh in a money 
laundering case being inves-
tigated by the ED.

Deshmukh continues to be 
in judicial custody in Arthur 
Road prison as he is also be-
ing investigated by the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) in a corruption case.

Deshmukh was arrested 
by the ED in November 2021 
and is currently in judicial 
custody.

According to the ED, 
Deshmukh had misused his 
position as state home min-
ister and collected Rs 4.70 
crore from various bars in 
Mumbai through some po-
lice of officers. 

CBI opposes bail plea of jailed 
NCP leader Anil Deshmukh
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Former Maharashtra Home Minister and Nationalist Congress 
Party (NCP) leader Anil Deshmukh 

Suvendu Adhikari 

NAXAL LINKS CASE

The Nagpur bench of Bom-
bay High Court on Friday 
acquitted the alleged Naxal 
ideologue and former Delhi 
University’s Professor GN 
Saibaba and his five ac-
complices of the charges of 
having links with banned 
extremist outfits. In 2017, 
Saibaba was awarded life 
imprisonment along with 
five others for alleged links 
with Naxals under the Un-
lawful Prevention of Atroci-
ties Act (UAPA), by a court 
in Maharashtra. The Nagpur 
Bench of Bombay High Court 
on July 28, 2020 rejected the 
bail application of the former 
Delhi University Professor 
on medical grounds.

On May 22, 2020, the 
Bombay High Court dis-
missed Saibaba’s parole ap-
plication, which sought to be 

released on the grounds of 
his ill health and to visit his 
mother, who was suffering 

from cancer in Hyderabad 
and passed away in August 
that same year.

Bombay HC acquits ex-DU 
professor GN Saibaba, 5 others 
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI  

ALLEGATION

Hitting out at Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee’s led gov-
ernment over the Mominpur 
violence, Leader of the Op-
position (LOP) in the West 
Bengal Assembly Suvendu 
Adhikari on Friday alleged 
that the ruling Trinamool 
Congress (TMC) wants to 
remove Hindus from certain 
areas in Kolkata.

“They (TMC) want to re-
move Hindus from Momin-
pur, Iqbalpur, and Khidir-
pur. This is Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee’s vote 
bank politics. Hindu vote 
is going towards the BJP 
and CM Banerjee is taking 
minority votes by threaten-
ing and doing communal 
campaigns,” Adhikari told 
the press. Earlier, Adhikari 
wrote to Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah and Governor 

La Ganesan demanding an 
urgent deployment of central 
forces in the region.

“The Hindu community 
has come under attack in 
Khidirpore Mominpur area 
of Kolkata on the eve of Lak-
shmi Puja,” Adhikari, also 
the leader of the opposition, 
said in the letter.

He said many shops and 
bikes belonging to Hindus 
were vandalised by hoo-
ligans and anti-social ele-
ments in the violence. “The 
onslaught has similarities 

to the Panchla violence, 
which happened in June in 
the Uluberia area of How-
rah district. At that time, the 
violence spread across West 
Bengal, especially in Nadia 
and Murshidabad districts,” 
Adhikari wrote. Meanwhile, 
the Calcutta High Court on 
Wednesday directed West 
Bengal Police to constitute a 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) to probe the Mominpur 
incident.

After the investigation, 
the SIT will have to submit 
its report in court.

The Calcutta High Court 
has also directed the Kol-
kata Police Commissioner 
to take steps so that there is 
no further violence.

Tensions flared up in Mo-
minpur on Sunday after 
religious flags put up in the 
area for the Milad-un-Nabi 
festival were allegedly torn 

up, which soon turned 
violent with the vandaliza-
tion of several vehicles and 
shops. Reports said a group 
of people later in the night 
surrounded the Ekbalpore 
police station in protest 
against the violence and 
demanded the arrest of the 
accused. Some police per-
sonnel have been report-
edly injured. Security has 
been tightened in the area 
since then.

The West Bengal Police on 
Monday imposed section 
144 in the Ekbalpur area 
of the state for two days. 
The two-day curfew (from 
October 10 to October 12), 
has been imposed amid the 
ongoing law and order situ-
ation in the region due to the 
violence that erupted in Mo-
minpur and the ransacking 
of Ekbalpur police station 
on Sunday evening.
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THEY WANT TO REMOVE HINDUS: BJP ATTACKS 
TMC OVER MOMINPUR VIOLENCE

ILLEGAL ENTRY

The National Investigation Agency 
(NIA) on Friday conducted search-
es at multiple locations including 
the Poonch district in Jammu and 
Kashmir in connection with a drone 
delivery case.

According to the NIA, no deten-
tions in the matter have been made so 
far. In the past nine months, security 
forces have observed the illegal en-
try of 191 drones into Indian territory 
from neighbouring Pakistan, raising 
major concerns in terms of internal 
security in the country.

The central government recently 
shared the input from the security 
forces deployed at the India-Pakistan 
border to maintain such illegal at-
tempts from the Pakistan side.

In the early hours today, troops of 
the Border Security Force (BSF) shot 
down a drone that entered India in 
Punjab’s Gurdaspur sector from the 
Pakistan side on the International 
Border.

It is pertinent to mention that in 
the past nine months the army per-
sonnel have observed 191 drones, of 
which 171 entered into Indian ter-
ritory through the India-Pakistan 

border along the Punjab sector while 
20 were seen in the Jammu sector, 
a document accessed by the ANI 

mentioned. As per the document, the 
“UAV (Unmanned Aerial Vehicle) 
observation in Indo-Pak border was 

seen in Punjab and Jammu frontier 
with effect from January 1, 2022, to 
September 30, 2022”.

The document further revealed 
that most of these drones or UAVs 
managed to flee while a total of seven 
have been shot down by the Border 
Security Force (BSF) personnel, who 
have been deployed along the India-
Pakistan border to keep a tab on such 
illegal activities being orchestrated 
by Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelli-
gence. Officials in the BSF told ANI 
that the drones are being used by 
Pakistan’s side to transport weapons, 
explosives and narcotics across the 

international border in Jammu and 
Punjab from Pakistan.

The increased drone activity across 
the border was brought to the notice 
of Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
in the security review meeting in 
Srinagar recently with top security 
and intelligence chiefs in attendance. 
While BSF, which means the inter-
national border with Pakistan in the 
Jammu sector, believes that it has 
been able to repel drones carrying 
arms, ammunition and explosives 
from Pakistan, the state police and 
the intelligence agencies differ with 
this assessment.
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J-K: NIA CONDUCTS SEARCHES AT MULTIPLE LOCATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH DRONE DELIVERY CASE

WAR AGAINST DRUGS

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on Fri-
day claimed that drugs worth 
Rs 900 crore were seized and 
a total of 6,800 people have 
been arrested in the state since 
May 2021.

“To make Assam a drug-free 
state, the Assam government 
is continuing its war against 
Drugs. Drugs worth Rs 900 
crore seized and 6,800 per-
sons arrested in Assam since 
May 2021,” said CM Himanta 
Biswa Sarma during his ad-
dress at the Srimanta San-
kardev Kalakshetra in Gu-

wahati. The Assam Police on 
August 2 seized a huge quan-
tity of narcotic drugs worth Rs 
15 crore in the Karbi Anglong 
district during a joint opera-
tion with CRPF, while on July 
15, the police seized a huge 

quantity of contraband drugs 
worth Rs 3 crore from a drug 
peddler in Karimganj.

The said programme was 
also attended by President 
Droupadi Murmu, who was 
on her maiden visit to the state 
after she assumed office in the 
national capital.

Earlier in the morning, 
President Murmu visited the 
shaktipeeth Kamakhya Tem-
ple in Guwahati accompanied 
by CM Sarma and Governor 
Jagdish Mukhi and offered 
prayers while seeking bless-
ings for everyone’s well-being 
and welfare. “Honoured to 
accompany Hon’ble President 

Smt Droupadi Murmj ji, who 
is on a 2-day visit to Assam, to 
the Kamakhya Temple along 
with Hon’ble Governor Prof 
Jagdish Mukhi. We sought 
blessings from Maa Kamak-
hya and prayed for the well-
being and welfare of every-
one,” Assam CM tweeted after 
the temple visit. On the first 
day of her visit (Thursday), 
President Murmu inaugu-
rated a Supercomputer facil-
ity in Param Kamrupa and 
the facility for the design and 
development of high-power 
microwave components at 
IIT Guwahati; Medical Col-
lege and Hospital at Dhubri.
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Assam CM Himanta Biswa 
Sarma 

NIA on Friday conducted searches at multiple locations in Jammu and Kashmir

DRUGS WORTH RS 900 CR SEIZED SINCE MAY 
2021: ASSAM CM HIMANTA BISWA SARMA

IN KARNATAKA

The Karnataka Police on 
Friday registered one more 
FIR in Mysuru’s Nazarabad 
Police Station in connection 
with the alleged sexual ha-
rassment of the children of 
the employees working in 
the Mutt.

The FIR, containing as 
many as seven names in-
cluding the Murugha Mutt 
seer Shivakumar Swamy 
and hostel warden Rashmi, 
was lodged on Thursday 
night on the basis of a com-

plaint filed with the help of 
an Odanadi organization 
and the matter is likely to be 

transferred to Chitradurga 
rural police station. Notably, 
a case under the Protection 
of Children Against Sexual 
Offences Bill (POCSO) Act 
has already been registered 
against Seer on the charges 
of sexual harassment. He 
is currently under judicial 
custody and is lodged behind 
the bars.

The Chitradurga court on 
September 23 dismissed the 
seer’s bail application who 
later requested for allowance 
to sign for the financial issue 
of the Muth and the salary of 
the staff, while being in jail. 
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One more FIR lodged in Muruga 
Mutt sexual harassment case

Chief pontiff of Sri Murugha 
Mutt, Shivamurthy Murugha 
Sharanaru

STRONG ALTERNATIVE

Kannada Rastra Telangana 
Association (KRTA) ex-
tended support to the Telan-
gana Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekar Rao’s recently 
launched national party – 
Bharat Rastra Samithi (BRS). 
Speaking to the press at Ben-
galuru’s Press Club on Friday, 
KRTA President Sundeep 
Kumar Makthala said that the 
BRS will emerge as a strong 
alternative to the BJP and 
Congress at the national level. 
Makthala, along with KRTA 
Secretary General E.V. Satish 
Kumar and other members 
of the Association detailed 
the programmes of the As-
sociation. Makthala said that 
the Janata Dal (S) had allo-
cated land for the Telangana 
Bhavan at Bengaluru after 
successful representation by 
the KRTA. The TRS party 
then, had also extended sup-

port for the construction of the 
Telangana Bhavan.

KRTA was formed in 2012 
to protect the interests of peo-
ple from Telangana living in 
Karnataka besides promoting 
Telangana festivals and cul-
ture in Karnataka.  KRTA or-
ganises various events as part 
of its promotion of Telangana 
culture in Karnataka. These 
programmes are attended by 
scores of people from Telan-
gana living in various parts of 

Karnataka. Also, people from 
Seemandhra attend these 
programmes and present an 
example of unity and broth-
erhood in Karnataka.

Leaders from Congress, BJP 
and JDS attend the cultural 
programmes organised by 
the KRTA in Bengaluru ev-
ery year. They hailed the ser-
vices of KRTA led by Sundeep 
Kumar in taking up various 
initiatives for the Telangana 
community in Karnataka.

The KRTA team led by Sun-
deep Makthala presented a 
memorandum to the Chief 
Secretary of Karnataka Ratna 
Prabha to take up construc-
tion of Telangana Bhavan in 
Karnataka in 2017.

In 2018, during the Assem-
bly election, KRTA met rep-
resentatives of various politi-
cal parties and urged them to 
include construction of Telan-
gana Bhavan in Karnataka in 
their poll manifesto. 

MADHU SHARMA
BENGALURU

KRTA EXTENDS SUPPORT TO TELANGANA 
CM’S RECENTLY LAUNCHED NATIONAL PARTY

Telangana Chief Minister K 
Chandrashekar Rao.

MAHA GOVT MOVES SC AGAINST 
ACQUITTAL OF SAIBABA
NEW DELHI. Hours after the Nagpur bench of the 
Bombay High Court acquitted former Delhi University 
professor GN Saibaba in an alleged Maoist links case, 
the Maharashtra government on Friday approached 
the Supreme Court challenging the decision. As per 
the cause list issued by the Supreme Court, a bench of 
Justices MR Shah and Bela M Trivedi will hear the case 
tomorrow. The appeal was mentioned before a bench 
of Justices DY Chandrachud and Hima Kohli by the 
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta seeking urgent listing of 
the case. The bench granted permission to the Solicitor 
General, appearing for the Maharashtra government, to 
move an application before the Supreme Court Registry 
for an early listing of plea. The apex court, however, 
declined Solicitor General’s request to stay the acquittal 
order of Saibaba and others. The High Court allowed 
an appeal filed by Saibaba and five others challenging a 
2017 decision of the trial court convicting and sentenc-
ing him to life imprisonment under the UAPA Act.



Every Chinese leader-
ship since the time 
of Mao Zedong has 

come up with its own foreign 
policy conceptualization af-
ter conducting a thorough 
stock-taking of the existing 
international security situ-
ation. This year, in April 22, 
in the backdrop of escalating 
Russia-Ukraine conflict and 
continuing menace of Co-
vid-19 pandemic, Xi Jinping 
put forward a Global Secu-
rity Initiative (GSI) which is 
basically a framework for 
achieving global peace. But 
the interesting part is while 
he championed for global 
peace, he also spelt out the 
need for making Asia “the 
anchor for world peace, 
a powerhouse for global 
growth and a new paceset-
ter for international cooper-
ation.” This is also reminis-
cent of a similar proposition 

made at the CICA Shanghai 
Summit of May 2014 where 
Xi for the first time proposed 
a New Asian Security Con-
cept and called for creating 
an Asian security Forum 
for the Asians alone. Argu-
ably, in all his speeches and 
foreign policy positions, the 
singular feature that domi-
nates is anti-US rhetoric and 
the need for global coopera-
tion in thwarting US hege-
monism. In other words, 
the existence of the US as the 
principal enemy is the neces-
sary criterion for China’s for-
mulation of foreign policy. 

Moreover, the conceptu-
alisation of GSI follows his 
earlier visions of national 
security about which he 
had himself penned in an 
article for Xinhua on Novem-
ber 15, 2013. In it, he wrote 
that China faced ‘double 
pressure’, one from the out-
side and the other from the 
home front. Painting a grim 
security scenario, his article 
served as the backgrounder 
for the formation of the Cen-
tral National Security Com-
mission (CNSC) in January 
2014 and conceptualization 
of Comprehensive National 
Security (CNS) in April 
of the same year. There is 
thus, not only a regular as-
sessment on the prevailing 

global security situation, but 
more significantly, in all the 
security assessments there 
is a predominant emphasis 
on threat perceptions.  This 
is most vivid in Xi Jinping’s 
categorisation of the types of 
security in the CNS concept.   

Originally, the CNS had 
mentions of 11 types of se-
curity which was later ex-
panded to 16, thus scornfully 
dubbed as “securitization 
of everything” – political, 
military, homeland security, 
economic, cultural, social, 
technological, cyberspace, 
ecological, resource, nucle-
ar, overseas interests, outer 
space, deep sea, polar, and 
biological security. This ob-
session about securitising 
everything also suggests 
deep insecurity that the par-
ty suffers from. Further, Xi 
has assigned hierarchy of se-
curity types with political se-
curity, that is, safeguarding 
China’s party state, acquired 
the highest priority. This 
mind boggling and micro 
analysis of the security en-
vironment raises questions 
about the rationale for such 
an assessment of security. 

Of course, resisting and 
marginalizing the US has 
been a primary objective of 
China and a long term goal 
since the time of Mao. There 
is also nothing uncommon 
about countries framing 
their foreign policies pre-
mised on the external secu-
rity environment and for the 
purposes of preservation of 
national security and pro-
motion of national interests. 
But when China takes stock 
of the external security situa-
tion, its overwhelming focus 
is on the nature of the threat. 

That explains why it catego-
rises security into 16 broad 
types. Plus, it measures the 
intensity of the security type 
to come up with  appropri-
ate strategies to respond to 
them. That China assigns 
political security as the 
number one security con-
cern, suggests that it has the 
greatest threat perceptions 
emanating from the domes-
tic arena. No wonder there-
fore, the People’s Armed 
Police (PAP), a paramilitary 
force designed for stability 
maintenance and internal 
security, has emerged to be-
come the dominant player 
today in the national securi-
ty arena. So much so that in 
2018, it was brought under 
the full authority of the Cen-
tral Military Commission, 
the highest military organ of 
China. Earlier, it was under 
the dual control of the Min-
istry of Public Security and 
the CMC. As regards the 
budgetary allocations, there 
have been reports of China 
spending more on the PAP 
than on the People’s Libera-
tion Army (PLA). Further, 
in Chinese memory and 
threat perceptions, the fall 
of the Soviet Union is con-
sidered most catastrophic. 
Because the Soviet collapse 
was internally induced, not 
externally driven. Also, a 
reading of its imperial his-
tory suggests that most 
dynasties were brought 
down by internal rebellion 
and domestic unrest rather 
than foreign invasions. So, 
internal threat perceptions 
are deeply embedded in the 
Chinese psyche. 

For China, thus, the do-
mestic arena serves as the 

primary referent for formu-
lating national security pol-
icy. This is all the more true 
for authoritarian countries 
like China whose legitimacy 
and authority do not ema-
nate from democratic elec-
tions but from economic per-
formance which is the only 
path for ensuring  domestic 
prosperity and well-being of 
the masses. But when Xi Jin-
ping became the president of 
China, he confronted shrill 
cries of deglobalization and 
protectionism rising from 
the West that critically hurt 
its developmental goals. 
Plus, at this time, there was 
also rising US’ trade war 
against China. All this was 
perceived by the Chinese 
leadership as sure signs of 
the West conspiring to derail 
China’s path to global power. 
The onset of Covid-19 pan-
demics further vitiated the 
prospects of global trade and 
investment opportunities. 
Countries across the world 
called for decoupling from 
China and diversifying the 
supply chains. And finally, 
came the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine on 24th February 
that spelt a doom for global 
peace and development. All 
this amounted to shaking 
Chinese Communist au-
thority because the crux of 
Chinese problems was just 
one: shrinking economic 
developmental prospects 
that spells doom for party 
legitimacy. 

It is in this context, Xi Jin-
ping proposed the GSI. And 
the preeminent theme that 
dots his speeches on the 
promotion of GSI in several 
world fora, such as the re-
cent Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization Summit meet-
ing in September, is that the 
Western world and primar-
ily the US has ganged up 
against China and conspired 
to derail its rise. Therefore, 
domestically, Xi Jinping has 
responded to this crisis by 
tightening his grip on the 
party, which means ideology 
has returned into the Com-
munist body polity. Notably, 
the function of ideology is to 
keep the enemy alive. The 
presence of the enemy, the 
‘other’, is the only path to 
sustain the self. 

Perpetuating the image 
of a conspiratorial West is, 
thus, vital for sustenance 
of the CCP. This suggests 
threat perceptions are the 
basis for Chinese foreign 
policy formulation. And 
when threat is the primary 
referent, insecurity is a nat-
ural outcome. And this in-
security pushes China into 
adopting a collision course 
in the international arena. 
This is buttressed in Xi Jin-
ping’s GSI proposal where 
the three-pronged steps to 
make Asia an anchor for 
world peace actually ends 
up in bifurcating the world 
into Asia and non-Asia. In 
sum, Xi Jinping’s GSI is nei-
ther a recipe for promotion 
of global peace nor it has ele-
ments for the creation of an 
alternative global security 
architecture. The GSI is then 
meant for Chinese domestic 
consumption to shore up Xi’s 
domestic standing in the run 
up to the 20th Party Congress 
beginning this October16th. 
Abanti Bhattacharya is a pro-
fessor in the Department of 
East Asian Studies, University 
of Delhi.

Explaining China’s 
Siege Mentality
Perpetuating the image of a conspiratorial West is, thus, vital 
for sustenance of the CCP. This suggests threat perceptions 
are the basis for Chinese foreign policy formulation.
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Polls of imPoRTAnce 

The election dates for the 
Gujarat Legislative Assem-
bly will be announced soon. 
The elections will not only 
affect the direction of India’s 
future politics but will also 
affect the socio-economic 
conditions and foreign 
capital investment. As Chief 
Minister and then Prime 
Minister, Narendra Modi, 
BJP and allies have given 
huge benefits of socio-eco-
nomic transformation to the 
people. These are expected 

to benefit the BJP in the 
upcoming elections as well. 
But after being 27 years 
in power in the state, how 
much strength still it pos-
sess, will Congress be able 
to survive and how formida-
ble will be the Aam Aadmi 
Party—are some questions 
that to be discussed thread-
bare. Congress’s ground has 
definitely weakened, but 
the grand old party’s roots 
are deep. The AAP is overly 
optimistic about the success 
of Punjab and is hoping for 
a miracle victory in Gujarat 
too.

The biggest impact of 
Gujarat’s election results 
will be on the next year’s 
2023 elections in the neigh-
bouring states of Rajast-
han, Madhya Pradesh and 
Chhattisgarh. The question 
is whether a state like Guja-
rat is satisfied with its past 
performance of progress, 

or it would go wholeheart-
edly on future plans on eco-
nomic development. Will it 
harp on caste equations or 
populist measures? There 
are many traps lying ahead. 

In the last two decades, 
the fact is that Gujarat has 
outperformed the country 
on many economic param-
eters. Gujarat is a state with 
only 5% of the total popula-
tion of the country, but its 
share of the country’s eco-
nomic development is much 
higher than others. With a 

growth rate of $ 216.74 bil-
lion in 2020–2021, India 
has contributed 8.36% to 
the $2.59 trillion economy. 
Meaning, Gujarat has be-
come the fifth largest state in 
terms of its share of India’s 
GDP. 

Now Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has set a target 
of a 5 trillion dollar econ-
omy. Gujarat’s politics, fu-
ture government and rapid 
development in neighbour-
ing states will also have an 
impact on the Lok Sabha 

elections to be held in 2024. 
In this election, the AAP 
is trying to make educa-
tion and health the main 
issues. Whereas Gujarat is 
currently ranked fourth in 
the country in the quality 
of school education and the 
second largest university-
state in the country with 
more than 100 universities. 
Gujarat is the first state to 
implement the New Educa-
tion Policy 2020. Similarly, 
in the field of health and 
wellness, the state has been 

honoured first place sev-
eral times at the national 
level. Nevertheless, with 
the expansion of modern 
education, technology, and 
medical facilities, dreams 
of rapid economic progress 
are being realised in cities as 
well as remote rural and re-
gional areas. The real politi-
cal test is in rural and tribal 
areas. Once Congress had 
stronghold in these areas. 
The BJP government has 
changed the condition of 
agriculture by bringing wa-

ter from Narmada. People 
have been rejuvenated by 
giving subsidies for houses, 
domestic gas, Ayushman 
Bharat, agriculture etc. So it 
has to be seen how satisfied 
the people are and whether 
the AAP is able to extend its 
influence to the villages. 

The vote percentage be-
tween the BJP and Congress 
in Gujarat during the last 
few years has been around 
40-50. Committed votes 
remain between 35 and 36 
percent. But the BJP is win-
ning more and more seats. 
In direct competition, not 
only Gujarat but states like 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajast-
han, and Chhattisgarh have 
to face more challenges. 
From this point of view, the 
BJP can get an indirect ben-
efit of getting a few votes in 
spite of spoiling the atmo-
sphere due to the very toxic 
election campaign of the 
AAP. In cities like Surat and 
Baroda, the hope of support 
for the party was seen from 
the crowd that came to see 
Arvind Kejriwal. 

As a result of previous 
experience, victory and de-
feat are not decided by the 
crowds at election rallies, 
and they cannot be the sole 
basis of votes. Similarly, 
new parties have been de-

feated by making veteran 
leaders of the state, even 
former Chief Minister Kes-
hubhai Patel and Shankar 
Singh Vaghela. The votes of 
the “Patidar” community 
are considered decisive, but 
not only for Keshubhai. 
Many leaders, including 
Babu Bhai Patel or Chiman 
Bhai Patel, and the parties 
under their leadership had 
to be defeated. 

Keeping this aspect in 
mind, even after a very 
short time, the Modi-Shah 
duo handed over the re-
sponsibility of Chief Min-
ister to Bhupendra Patel 
as a completely new face 
with extensive changes in 
the state cabinet. The in-
teresting thing is that even 
after all the ministers were 
dropped, not a single insur-
gent came forward. As with 
the previous defence line, 
preparations for the election 
contest are being made with 
the help of volunteers from 
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh. But elections are 
no less than an ordeal. This 
election going to be held at 
the end of the year, the re-
sult and effect of this elec-
tion will be seen in 2023.
The author is editorial director 
of ITV Network, India News 
and Dainik Aaj Samaj

Gujarat elections to decide the direction of future politics

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) is 
likely to have Roger Binny, a member of the 1983 
World Cup winning Squad as its next president. 
He shall succeed former India Skipper and Cricket 
icon Saurav Ganguly, who shall be completing his 
term shortly. When Binny assumes charge, it shall 
be for the first time, the Cricket body would have a 
World Cup winning player as its head. However, 
Ganguly’s contribution to the game as well as the 
manner in which he led from the front during his 
captaincy, cannot be minimized either. He has 
been one of the most popular players, who played 
the game with passion and also was candid both 
in his conversations and as an administrator. In 
fact, there are many sports commentators who 
are claiming that Ganguly did not get an exten-
sion since he did not campaign for the BJP in the 
West Bengal Assembly elections and thus earned 
the wrath of the Saffron Brigade which virtually 
controls the Board affairs now. The former India 
Captain had made it very clear that he would not 
be joining any political party and would there-
fore not campaign for any outfit either. It is dif-
ficult to believe that the BJP would stoop to such 
a level and deny the celebrated cricketer another 
term. The Board politics is very complex and it 
is likely that Ganguly got caught in it and had to 
leave. Many players believe that the reason for Vi-
rat Kohli giving up on Captaincy of all forms of the 
game was because he and Ganguly did not see eye 
to eye. Both have served their country with dis-
tinction and thus to attribute anything to either of 
them would be unfair. Yes, it is true that there was 
a controversy over the conversation which took 
place between the two and led to some unchari-
table comments being made in cricket circles. For-
mer India Coach Ravi Shastri, who also is not on 
the same page as Ganguly has welcomed the ap-
pointment of Binny as his successor. He said that 
Binny was the president of the Karnataka Cricket 
Association and therefore a natural choice. Al-
though the change has taken place, yet one thing 
that is significant is that a former Test Player has 
been replaced by another former player and not by 
any politician or bureaucrat. The Board needs to 
be always headed by a Cricketer who understands 
the game and also knows about the problems both 
on the field as well as off it. One would have also 
liked to see the likes of Sunil Gavaskar, Rahul 
Dravid, Kapil Dev, MS Dhoni or Sachin Tendulkar 
also heading the Board at some stage. The charge 
that BJP was making deep inroads into the cricket 
affairs has to be substantiated. Those in the Board 
must at all times only ensure that Cricket does 
not suffer. There was a time when the UPA was 
in power but the shots in the BCCI were called by 
former Finance Minister Arun Jaitley. It is expect-
ed that Binny would bring in his experience and 
wide understanding of the game to take Cricket 
forward in this country.

Pankaj Vohra

perspective
CriCket gameplan 
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The Varanasi Court 
has rejected a petition 
moved by the Hindu 

worshippers seeking a scien-
tific investigation into ‘Shiva 
Linga’, reportedly found in-
side the Gyanvapi Mosque 
premises.

However, the Hindu wor-
shippers had sought a scien-
tific investigation to deter-
mine the age of the structure 
in question ‘Shiva Linga’ (as 
claimed by the Hindu wor-
shippers). Further, it may 
be noted that the Anjuman 
Masjid committee has been 
calling the structure in ques-
tion as ‘Fauwara/Fountain’

The District Judge AK 
Vishvesha rejected the pe-
tition filled by Hindu wor-
shippers’ a after rejecting 
the objections of the Anju-
man Intezamia Committee 
(which manages Gyanvapi 
mosque) objected to the 
plea moved by Hindu wor-
shippers. 

The petition filled was re-
jected by the court in view of 
the Supreme Court’s order 
to protect the spot where 
a “shiv ling” was claimed 

to have been found during 
the survey of the Gyanvapi 
mosque.

Earlier, on October 7, it 
may be noted that the Va-
ranasi Court had deferred 
the hearing on the plea after 
seeking clarifications from 
the parties on the following 
two points:

Whether the structure be-
ing found inside the Gyanva-

pi Mosque premises [alleged 
Shiva Linga] is a part of this 
suit property or not?

Can the court issue a com-
mission for the purpose of 
scientific investigation?

Before the Court, the coun-
sels appearing for the Hindu 
Worshippers had submitted 
that the structure (‘Shiva 
Linga’) is a part of the suit/
case property as its original 

pleadings state that the suit 
relates to visible or invisible 
deities and since the alleged 
Shiva Linga became visible 
during the court-appointed 
survey and the same would 
definitely be of a property 
suit.

Further, it has also been 
clarified that under Order 26 
Rule 10A of CPC, the Court 
has the power to the Court 

to issue a commission for 
scientific investigation. Thus, 
now the Mosque committee 
filed its reply in the matter.

On October 11, the Anju-
man Intezamia Committee 
(which manages Gyanvapi 
mosque) had objected to the 
demand of the Hindu wor-
shippers seeking a scientific 
probe into the structure in 
question.

In Court

VaranasI Court rejeCts HIndu 
WorsHIppers petItIon For 
sCIentIFIC probe Into ‘sHIVa LInga’ 
In VIeW oF supreme Court order

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Meena Devi 
vs Nunu Chand Mahto @ Nemchand Mahto 
observed and has stated that ‘just compen-
sation’ exceeding claimed amount can be 
awarded in motor accident compensation 
claim cases.

The bench comprising of Justice Sanjiv 
Khanna and Justice JK Maheshwari ob-
served that the Tribunal/Court ought to 
award ‘just’ compensation which is reason-
able in the facts relying upon the evidence 
produced on record.

In the present case, a twelve-year-old child, 
while playing in front of his house, was 
dashed by the Commander Jeep and while 
being taken to a hospital died on the way. 
Thus, a Claim Petition under Sections 140, 
166 read with Section 171 of Motor Vehicles 
Act, 1988 seeking compensation to the tune of 
Rs. 2,00,000/- with interest was filed by the 
mother of the deceased child. The compen-
sation to the tune of Rs. 1,50,000/- in lump 
sum, has been granted by the Motor Accident 
Claims Tribunal granted. An appeal was 
made, wherein the High Court of Jharkhand 
at Ranchi enhanced the amount of compen-
sation to Rs. 2,00,000/- equivalent to the 
value of the claim made in the Claim Petition. 

Thereafter, the mother-claimant ap-
proached the Apex Court contending that 
MACT and the High Court have not granted 
any amount under the head “loss of prospec-
tive happiness” and other conventional heads 
and the amount being granted under the 
head of loss of dependencies is inadequate. 
Further, the valuation of claim is immaterial 
to grant just and reasonable compensation. 
An error has been committed by restricting 
the compensation equal to valuation of Claim 

Petition, it was contended.
It had been noted by the Court that the de-

ceased was a brilliant student and studying 
in a private school. Further, the court noticed 
in the case Kishan Gopal and another vs. Lala 
and others, wherein the compensation has 
been calculated treating Rs. 30,000/- as 
notional income which includes the future 
prospects in place of Rs. 15,000/- as being 
specified in the IInd Schedule of the M.V. 
Act and applying the multiplier as specified 
in the judgment in the case Sarla Verma & 
Others vs. Delhi Transport Corporation and 
Another. The court stated and while apply-
ing the said decision, the court enhanced the 
amount of compensation to 5,00,000/-.

The Court stated that it is necessary to clar-
ify that as per the decision of a Three-Judge 
Bench of this Court in Nagappa vs. Gurdayal 
Singh and others, wherein it was observed 
that under the MV Act, there is no restriction 
that the Tribunal/Court cannot award com-
pensation exceeding the amount so claimed. 
Further, the Tribunal/Court ought to award 

‘just’ compensation which is reasonable in 
the facts relying upon the evidence pro-
duced on record. It stated that less valuation, 
if any, made in the Claim Petition would not 
be impediment to award just compensation 
exceeding the claimed amount.

In Court

Supreme Court: Just 
Compensation Exceeding 
Claimed Amount Can Be 
Awarded In Motor Accident 
Compensation Claim Cases
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case Central Warehouse 
Corporation vs Adani Ports 
Special Economic Zone Lim-
ited (APSEZL), while setting 
aside the Gujarat High Court 
order observed that it is sur-
prised with the observations 
made by the High Court in 
the case.

The bench comprising 
of Justice BR Gavai and 
Justice CT Ravikumar ob-
served and has stated that 
the approach of the High 

Court ought to have been a 
balanced one and that the 
settlement could not have 
been thrust upon that of a 
statutory corporation to its 
detriment and to the advan-
tage of a private entity.

In the present case, the 
Gujarat High Court had 
effectively allowed Adani 
Ports Special Economic 
Zone Ltd (APSEZL) to ac-
quire 34 acres of land ad-
jacent to Mundra Port in 
Gujarat if the CWC failed to 
obtain approval or waiver 
of its warehousing facility 
as an SEZ-compliant unit 

within the period of three 
months. Thus, aggrieved 
with this order, the CWC 
approached the Apex Court 
contending that the order 
of the High Court is almost 
thrusting a part of the set-
tlement on the CWC.

The bench observed that 
when an issue involved 
the balancing of interests 
of a statutory corporation 
and a private company, the 
High Court approach ought 
to have been a balance one. 
However, the High Court 
ought to have taken into 
consideration that, unless 

all the three conditions 
were complied with and 
the interest of the appellant-
CWC, which is a statutory 
corporation, could not have 
been safeguarded. There-
fore, if a settlement was to 
be arrived at, unless the 
same was found to be in the 
interest of both the parties 
and it could not have been 
thrust upon that of a statu-
tory corporation to its detri-
ment and to the advantage 
of a private entity.

Accordingly, the bench set 
aside the High Court order.

In Court

Supreme Court Sets Aside 
Gujarat HC Order Favouring 
Adani Ports SEZ – Surprised 
With Observations Made By 
High Court

TDG NETWORK 

The National Company Law 
Tribunal, NCLT, Hyder-
abad Bench, has been re-
constituted vide a Circular 
dated 11.10.2022 and from 
20.10.2022 onwards, the 
changes are applicable till 
further orders. The NCLT 
new Hyderabad Benches 
shall comprise of:

First Half: NCLT Hyder-
abad, Court Room No. 1

Judicial Member, Dr. Ven-
kata Ramakrishna Badari-
nath Nandula

Technical Member, Shri 
Ajai Das Mehrotra

Second Half: NCLT Hyder-
abad, Court Room No. 2

Judicial Member, Dr. Ven-
kata Ramakrishna Badari-
nath Nandula

Technical Member, Shri 
Satya Ranjan Prasad

Thus, the Circular has 
been issued in partial modi-
fication of Order of even 
number dated 24.08.2022 
and is applicable from 
20.10.2022 till further or-
ders. Further, the reconsti-
tuted Bench shall take up 
matters through Video Con-
ferencing.

Background
The recent re-constitution 

has been done in view of the 
retirement of fifteen NCLT 
Members on 03.07.2022. 
Thus, 23 NCLT Members 
has been appointed by Min-
istry of Corporate Affairs 
vide a notification dated 
20.09.2019 (“Notification”) 
for a term of 3 years or till 
the age of 65 years, which-
ever is earlier. It is been pre-
scribed under Section 413 
of the Companies Act, 2013, 
the term of the Members as 
5 years.

It had been observed that 
the Central Government had 
granted extension of tenure 
to eight out of the twenty-
three Members appointed 
through the Notification, 
while the remaining Mem-
bers retired on 03.07.2022. 
At present, the total strength 
of NCLT Members was for-
ty-five, which came down 
to thirty on 03.07.2022 and 
thus created a shortage of 
Members.

A writ petition has been 
filled by National Company 
Law Tribunal Bar Associa-
tion (“NCLTBA”), the case 
titled as National Company 
Law Tribunal Bar Associa-

tion v Union of India before 
the Supreme Court in May 
2022, wherein seeking 
modification of the term of 
3 years fixed by the MCA 
Notification as 5 years. On 
20.06.2022., in a hearing 
held, the Supreme Court 
opined that the appointees 
had accepted the three 
years period of appoint-
ment in 2019 without any 
demur and had till date did 
not raise any challenges 
against the same. It had been 
declined by the Supreme 
Court to grant any interim 
relief and in a subsequent 
hearing held on 01.08.2022 
and the plea of the NCLTBA 

for extension of tenure of the 
NCLT Members has been 
turned down by the Su-
preme Court, while observ-
ing that NCLTBA should be 
interested in filling up of va-
cancies of Members rather 
than their tenure.

Further, Several NCLT 
Benches have been re-con-
stituted, Special Benches 
have been constituted and 
hearings are being conduct-
ed through video confer-
encing to meet the shortage 
of Members. The Ministry 
of Corporate Affairs has 
released notification for ap-
pointment of new Members 
to NCLT.

In Court

nCLt Hyderabad benCHes re-ConstItuted 
W.e.F 20tH oCtober, 2022; matters are to 
be Heard tHrougH VIdeo ConFerenCIng
TDG NETWORK 

It had been observed that the Central Government had granted extension 
of tenure to eight out of the twenty-three Members appointed through the 
Notification, while the remaining Members retired on 03.07.2022. At 
present, the total strength of NCLT Members was forty-five, which came 
down to thirty on 03.07.2022 and thus created a shortage of Members.
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As Deepika Padu-
kone talked about 
her depression on 

the sets of Amitabh Bach-
chan’s programme Kaun 
Banega Crorepati, everyone 
lauded her courage. Ac-
tors Tiger Shroff, Anushka 
Sharma and Varun Dha-
wan were also praised for 
their courage when they 
openly admitted that they 
too suffered from depres-
sion at some point in time 
and needed treatment. Just 
imagine what is the condi-
tion of the common man 
in this country in terms of 
mental health.

You might be wonder-
ing why I am talking about 
mental health this time in 
my column. Actually, today, 
October 10, is World Mental 
Health Day. Mental Health 
Day was celebrated for the 
first time in 1992 at the ini-
tiative of the World Health 
Organisation. It has been 30 
years since and what have 
we achieved? The first step 

in the mental health prob-
lem is stress. We all know 
that with time the stress in 
life keeps increasing. This 
stress later makes people 
suffer from depression. 
According to the official 
statistics, about 5.60 crore 
people are suffering from 
depression and about 3.8 
crore people are suffering 
from anxiety-related disor-
ders. In my view, these are 
mere statistics. The reality 
is, be it a celebrity, a rich, or 
a common man, everyone 
is a victim of stress in some 
form or the other. Does 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi not have stress? Do 
Rahul Gandhi, Mamata Ba-
nerjee or Arvind Kejriwal, 
or Amitabh Bachchan have 
no stress? In fact, stress is in 
proportion to the responsi-
bility you hold. But the most 
important thing is how you 
deal with it and how you 
manage your life.

One cannot pinpoint 
any single cause for stress. 
There can be several rea-
sons. Most of the time, 
stress stems from one’s own 
problems. Some people 
get stressed even over the 
smallest things. Other peo-
ple are the ones who are the 
victims of jealousy and get 
stressed by seeing the prog-
ress of others and the third 
reason is systemic. Our lives 
are largely influenced by the 
existing system. The flaws 

in that system also cause a 
lot of stress. Although a lot 
has changed in the govern-
ment offices now, are we still 
able to do as hassle-free a 
transaction as we want to? If 

you want a certificate from a 
government office, you will 
have to run from pillar to 
post. Right from procuring 
ration from a ration shop to 
getting treatment in a gov-

ernment hospital or getting 
some other work done, they 
all cause stress. Whenever 
a girl goes to the market, 
her mother remains un-
der stress until she returns 

home! It is therefore clear 
that to make life stress free, 
the social, government and 
private systems will have to 
be streamlined. Otherwise, 
the stress will keep mount-
ing.

I get restless seeing the 
condition of children. 
Barely do they turn 6 when 
they are thrown into the 
cobweb of stress. Parents 
crib like: Look at that child. 
Why can’t you score marks 
as well as he/she does? Or, 
this child sings so well, so 
why can’t you? This stress 

caused by the parents’ ex-
pectations has deprived the 
children of their childhood. 
In the midst of all this, not 
only the children but their 
parents too fall prey to 
stress. All this stress accu-
mulates and takes a danger-
ous form.

Yet, there are people in so-
ciety who do not suffer from 
any stress at all. They obtain 
loans and forget. Some peo-
ple take loans worth lakhs 
and crores of rupees from 
the banks and run away 
abroad. Even if such people 
stay in the country, they de-
clare themselves bankrupt. 
Even after going bankrupt, 
they lead a luxurious life 
with an airplane at their dis-
posal. Whereas if a farmer 
wants a loan to buy a cow, 
he will be asked if he knows 
how to milk the cow or 
not. But to give a loan of Rs 
50 crore to someone, only 
one phone call is enough. 
Such acts also cause stress 
to the common man. Let 
me give you two examples. 
Renowned cardiologist Dr 
Nityanand alias Neetu Man-
dke was building a hospital 
in Mumbai. But due to the 
problems he was facing in 
constructing the same, he 
suffered an attack in his 
car and could not be saved. 
Similarly, a boy was going 
for an interview by bus. The 
bus got stuck in traffic. This 
made him anxious that he 

would not be able to reach 
for the interview in time. 
Due to this stress, he got an 
attack and died on the bus 
itself. That is to say, staying 
stress-free is not solely in 
your hands. The common 
man will be stress-free only 
when the whole environ-
ment will be so.

I can say on the basis of 
my experience that the In-
dian way of life is the best to 
control stress. If we include 
yoga and meditation in our 
life sincerely, there will 
definitely be relief in stress 
management. Modern sci-
ence also accepts it, but in 
the hustle-bustle of life, 
most people are forgetting 
it. Remember that all our 
great leaders -- Mahatma 
Gandhi, Pandit Nehru, In-
dira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi, 
or Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi -- practised yoga and 
sadhana. And that is why 
they never got tired even af-
ter working for 16 hours!

Know your cultural heri-
tage. Be balanced. Be in the 
midst of those who laugh 
and make others laugh. Be 
cool and busy. Do it and you 
will definitely be success-
ful in keeping stress away. 
Remember the old saying: 
Where there is a will there 
is a way!
The author is the chairman, 
Editorial Board of Lokmat 
Media and former member of 
Rajya Sabha.

It’s dangerous suppressIon, not depressIon!
From Bollywood stars to the common man, no one is able to escape from stress and depression

analysIs

Vijay DarDa

Even as we are celebrating World Mental Health Day today, 
October 10, do you know that about 14 per cent of India’s 
population suffers from some form of mental disorder 
or the other? As the situation is fast deteriorating, we 
may well have to face an epidemic of mental disorders!

Import of thermal 
coal in the country 
to be completely 
stopped by 
2024-2025 - 
Pralhad Joshi

MINCON-2022, a conference based on 
mineral ores held at Nagpur

analysIs

tarun nangia

bitral tribunal as suffi-
cient and efficient. In the 
case of Uttarakhand Purv 
Sainik Kalyan Nigam Ltd. 
v. Northern Coal Field Ltd, 
the Hon’ble Supreme Court, 
while examining this back-
bone principle applied this 
principle and held that “the 
dispute related to the arbi-
trability should be decided 
by the tribunal itself and 
courts can interfere only 
when there is no agreement 
at all or whether the consent 
to enter into an agreement is 
vitiated by fraud or misrep-
resentation.” Hence, under 
the said Act, the challenge 
before a court is maintain-
able only after the final 
award is passed as provided 
by sub-section (6) of Section 
16. In the case of N.N. Global 
Mercantile v. Indo Unique 
Flame Ltd, similar footings 
were observed while deal-
ing with the said principle. 
Interestingly, in Kvaerner 
Cementation India Lim-
ited v. Bajranglal Agarwal, it 
was held that the civil court 
do not have the jurisdiction 
to interfere in arbitral mat-
ters, owing to the principle 
of Kompetenz-Kompetenz 
which focuses on the com-
petence of a court.

Quite recently, the Calcutta 
High Court denied the con-
tention of forum non con-
veniens while restraining 
the other party from taking 

steps for a London-seated 
arbitration while reiterating 
that the contract was signed 
cautiously. Similarly, in San-
corp Confectionary v. Gum-
lik, the Delhi High Court

Maharashtra State Mining 
Corporation (MSMC) and 
Vidarbha Economic Devel-
opment Council have jointly 
organized this conference at 
Nagpur. Union Minister for 
Road Transport and High-
ways Nitin Gadkari pre-
sided over this conference. 
Maharashtra State Forest 
and Environment Minis-
ter Sudhir Mungantiwar, 
Maharashtra Government 
Minerals Minister Dadaji 
Bhuse, Principal Secretary 
of Commerce Department 
Harshdeep Kamble, Presi-

dent of the Maharashtra 
Mining Corporation Ash-
ish Jaiswal, President of the 
Vidarbha Economic Devel-
opment Council Devendra 
Parikh also attended this 
conference.

Shri Joshi further in-
formed that the value of 
mineral wealth in India was 
Rs 1.9 lakh crore in 2021-22. 
The Government is commit-
ted to its appropriate utili-
zation and distribution, he 
added. He said that the Vi-
darbha region’s role will re-
main important in develop-
ing India as a 5 trillion dollar 
economy. He further said 
that the Union government 
will always extend complete 
support for new ideas and 
new research, and also pro-

vide necessary incentives.
Union Minister Nitin Gad-

kari said that the founda-
tion of the Vidarbha region’s 
development is based on 
mining and forest, and only 
mining-based industries 
can accelerate the progress 
of the Vidarbha region. He 

said that the Vidarbha re-
gion has 75% of mineral 
and 80% of the forest re-
sources of Maharashtra and 
proper utilization of these 
will increase the Vidarbha 
region’s share in the energy 
sector. He further said that 
more investment in water, 

energy and communication 
is necessary to make India 
self-sufficient along with a 5 
trillion dollar economy. Stat-
ing that coal production has 
increased due to the radical 
changes made by the Cen-
tral Government in the min-
ing sector, Shri Gadkari said 
that India’s energy needs are 

increasing and more coal 
will be needed in the future. 
Only Vidarbha region can 
fulfill this need, he added.

Following the Centre, the 
State Governments should 
also save time by using mod-
ern working systems, Nitin 
Gadkari said. He urged the 
state governments to pro-
vide the required licenses 
for these sectors at the ear-
liest with emphasis on time 
planning and transparency. 
These sectors should reduce 
the country’s urea import of 
Rs. 60 thousand crores by 
producing ammonium ni-
trate and urea from coal. He 
further suggested that these 
sectors should now formu-
late new policies to reduce 
fuel imports of Rs 17 lakh 

crore. He said that the steps 
have to be taken now for the 
closed mines and if the mine 
is not economically viable, 
the policies will have to be 
relaxed.

Shri Gadkari also said that 
the country needs 6 million 
tonnes of manganese and 
Vidarbha region should 
take the initiative to fulfill it. 
He also suggested that the 
mining industry and inves-
tors should come together to 
find a solution for a royalty 
based on the market price 
of coal. The Union Road 
Transport and Highways 
Minister said that transpar-
ency, timely functioning and 
corruption-free processes 
are very much necessary 
for the mining sector, and 
assured that he will strive 
for proper coordination and 
communication between 
the concerned ministers and 
officials of all departments 
for the new coal mining in 
the Vidarbha region.

Officials of various gov-
ernment organizations and 
investors in the mining and 
mineral sector are partici-
pating in this conference 
organized between October 
14-16, 2022.
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TOP OF THE DAY

SUSPECT ARRESTED 
IN THE SHOOTING 
INCIDENT
RALEIGH: The suspect 
in the shooting incident 
in Raleigh city, in the US 
state of North Carolina, 
that resulted in the killing 
of five people has been 
arrested in Georgia by 
police officials, media 
reports said. Earlier, it 
was reported that the 
suspect is on a loose. 
However later Spar-
tanburg County Sheriff 
Chuck Wright confirmed 
the arrest, reported NBC 
News. “The suspect is 
contained, but please stay 
tuned to Raleigh Police 
Department, as they are 
the investigating agency 
for this incident,” the city 
of Knightdale tweeted.

INFLATION TO SHOT 
UP BY 6.4 IN PAKISTAN
ISLAMABAD: Inflation in 
Pakistan is expected to 
reach around 20 per cent 
in FY23, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
stated in its latest report 
and added that stub-
born higher inflation 
would likely be seen in 
the south-Asian country. 
The report forecasted 
that a high inflation rate 
would directly affect the 
unemployment rates in 
Pakistan as they will also 
increase. In its World 
Economic Outlook (WEO) 
2023 - Countering the 
Cost-of-Living Crisis, the 
global lender of last re-
sort forecasted Pakistan’s 
GDP growth rate at 3.5 
per cent and inflation at 
around 20 per cent with 
a disclaimer “the 2022 
projections for Pakistan 
are based on information 
available as of the end of 
August and do not include 
the impact of the recent 
floods”. 

LISS TRUSS  FIRES 
FINANCE MINISTER 
KWASI KWARTENG
LONDON: United King-
dom’s Finance Minister 
Kwasi Kwarteng has 
been fired after serving 
for even less than six 
weeks, as the new gov-
ernment’s September 23 
plan of massive tax cuts 
resulted in the plunging 
of British government 
bonds. Kwasi Kwarteng 
published his letter to 
UK Prime Minister Liz 
Truss after she fired him 
as Chancellor on Friday. 
In the letter, Kwarteng 
said, “You have asked me 
to stand aside as your 
Chancellor. 

NIKOLAS CRUZ 
SENTENCED TO LIFE 
IN PRISON
FLORIDA : A Florida jury 
has recommended a 
life in-prison sentence 
to Nikolas Cruz for the 
February 2018 massa-
cre at Florida’s Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School on Thursday 
without the possibility 
of parole. The decision 
came after a months-
long trial to decide Niko-
las Cruz’s fate and is 
not an official sentence, 
CNN reported However, 
Judge Elizabeth Scherer 
is expected to issue 
the gunman’s proper 
sentence on November 
1. According to CNN, the 
families of the gunman’s 
victims bowed their 
heads as the verdict 
forms for each of the 17 
people he killed were 
read in court Thursday 
morning.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk 
is being investigated 
by the US federal au-

thorities in connection with 
his USD 44 billion Twitter 
buyout deal, said media re-
ports, citing a court filing by 
the microblogging site. 

However, the Thursday 
Twitter court filing did not 
go into details of the ongo-
ing probe as to what actions 

taken by the business mag-
nate are being investigated 
by the officials. In the court 
filing, Twitter, without delv-
ing into details of the matter, 
simply said that they are 
looking into Musk’s “con-
duct” linked to the deal. The 
main focus seems to be on 
Musk’s legal team. 

Twitter accused Musk’s 
legal team of failing to pro-
duce draught communica-
tions with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 

and a slide presentation to 
the Federal Trade Commis-
sion. This is part of the two 
sides’ ongoing litigation over 
whether Musk can walk 
away from the deal.

Reacting to the Twitter fil-
ing, Musk’s attorney Alex 
Spiro said that the filing only 
aims to digress from its own 
legal issues, which came to 
the surface through whis-
tleblower disclosure. Peiter 
Zatko, the former Twit-
ter security chief, accused 

Twitter of wrongdoing last 
month, including “Twitter’s 
tracking and measurement 
of user engagement.” 

“Twitter’s executives are 
under federal investiga-
tion,” Spiro said in a state-
ment “. This misdirection 
was sent by Twitter to try 
and uncover which of their 
assorted misconduct they 
are under investigation for.” 

In July, in a surprising turn 
of events, Elon Musk, who 
had long been showing his 

interest in buying Twitter, 
terminated the deal. The 
Tesla CEO did so by alleging 
that Twitter violated their 
mutual purchase agree-
ment by misrepresenting the 
number of spam and fake bot 
accounts on its platform.

After Musk put out the 
deal termination announce-
ment, the market saw a 
sharp decline. Later, Twitter 
sued Musk accusing him of 
using bots as a pretext to exit 
a deal.

GOVERNMENT PROBE 

ELON MUSK UNDER FEDERAL INVESTIGATION, 
REVEALS LATEST TWITTER COURT FILING
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

WAR EFFECT

Ukraine power grid ‘largely 
restored’ after Russian strikes
TDG NETWORK
KYIV

The head of the Ukrainian 
grid operator, Ukrenergo, 
said that the power has been 
largely restored following 
this week’s Russian strikes 
on the country. 

On Monday,  Russia 
launched several missiles 
at Kyiv and several other 
Ukrainian cities, which 
killed at least 14 people and 
wounded 97 others, CNN 
reported, citing the Ukrai-
nian State Emergency Ser-
vice. On national television, 
Volodymyr Kudrytskyi, 
Chief Executive Officer of 
Ukrenergo, said that some 
repair work was continu-
ing on damaged infrastruc-
ture but supplies had been 
restored. 

Despite this, Ukrainians 
should continue to con-
serve energy as there is the 
possibility of Russian at-
tacks on energy facilities, 
he added. 

In Monday’s attack, the 
strikes knocked out the 
power in the regions of 
Kyiv, Lviv, Sumy, Ternopil, 
and Khmelnytsky.

According to the General 
Staff of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine, Russia launched 
more than 84 missiles and 
air strikes. Ukraine claimed 
it intercepted 56 of the mis-

siles and drones. The mili-
tary said around 20 Ukrai-
nian settlements were hit. 
Earlier on Saturday, at least 
17 people were killed and 
40 others injured after a 
rocket struck Ukraine’s Za-
porizhzhia area. 

In the attack, Acting May-
or of Zaporizhzhia Anatoly 
Kurtev said that five houses 
were destroyed and apart-
ment buildings were dam-
aged. While addressing the 
nation on Saturday, Ukrai-
nian President Volody-
myr Zelensky said that a 
fierce battle is taking place 
around the city of Bakhmut 
in the eastern Donetsk re-
gion.

“We are holding positions 
in Donbas, in particular in 

the Bakhmut direction, 
where now it is very, very 
hard, very tough fighting,”. 
“Today, I would like to once 
again mention our soldiers 
from the Kholodny Yar 
93rd Separate Mechanized 
Brigade for their courage 
and sustained power in this 
direction.” Zaporizhzhia is 
a major city in southern 
Ukraine, not far from the 
front line, and the site of a 
nuclear power plant that 
the international commu-
nity is watching warily.

Notably, the war between 
Moscow and Kyiv intensi-
fies after Russia announced 
the annexation of four re-
gions of Ukraine - Donetsk, 
Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia 
and Kherson regions.

Russia launched several missiles at Kyiv and several other 
Ukrainian cities. The strikes knocked out the power in the 
regions of Kyiv, Lviv, Sumy, Ternopil, and Khmelnytsky.

INVESTIGATION

US: PROBE PANEL SUMMONS TRUMP 
IN CAPITOL ATTACK

The US Congressional com-
mittee probing the attack on 
Capitol Hill has summoned 
former US President Don-
ald Trump to testify on last 
year’s January 6 violence. 

“BREAKING: The Select 
Committee unanimously 
votes to subpoena Donald 
J. Trump, former President 
of the United States, to pro-
vide evidence as part of the 
committee’s investigation,” 
the January 6th Committee 
tweeted on Thursday after 
its ninth hearing. 

The Hill reported that at 
the latest hearing, the com-
mittee released new details 
about the former US presi-
dent’s plans to claim victory 
in the US election. They also 
probed his refusal to accept 
defeat in the face of evidence. 

“Trump’s claims were not 
supported by sufficient evi-
dence of fraud or irregulari-
ties. In fact, they were base-
less, as judges repeatedly 
recognized. 

“In none of these 62 cases 
was Trump able to establish 
any viable claims of fraud 
sufficient to overturn the 
election results,” the Com-
mittee said in another tweet. 

Representative Liz Cheney, 

the vice chair of the commit-
tee, said the panel is obligated 
to seek answers directly from 
the man who set this all in 
motion. 

“So, this afternoon, I am of-
fering this resolution that the 
Committee direct the Chair-
man to issue a subpoena 
for relevant documents and 
testimony under oath from 
Donald John Trump in con-
nection with the January 6th 
attack on the United States 
Capitol,” Cheney said in her 
remarks, a copy of which was 
posted on her website. 

Earlier, investigators held 
eight public hearings in 
June and July as part of the 

inquiry, which Trump, a 
Republican, has denounced 
as a political “witch hunt” 
launched by Democrats. On 
January 6, last year, thou-
sands of individuals mostly 
Trump’s supporters  stormed 
the Capitol in Washington, 
DC, and disrupted a joint 
session of Congress to af-
firm the 2020 presidential 
election results.

This incident is considered 
one of the worst attacks on 
the U.S. Congress in more 
than 200 years and led to 
Trump’s second impeach-
ment by the House of Rep-
resentatives shortly before 
his term officially ended.
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Donald Trump

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on Thursday suggest-
ed a “gas hub” plan to his 
Turkish counterpart Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan and added 
that if Turkey is interested, 
then they would consider its 
feasibility. 

 “If there is interest from 
Turkey and our potential 
buyers from other coun-
tries, we could consider 
the possibility of building 
another gas pipeline sys-
tem and creating a gas hub 
in Turkey to sell to other 
countries to third countries, 
primarily, of course, the Eu-
ropean ones, if they are in-
terested,” Putin said on the 
sidelines of the Conference 
on Interaction and Confi-
dence-Building Measures 
in Asia summit in Astana, 
Kazakhstan. Putin further 
added that if the proposal 
goes ahead, it will not only 
be the platform of supply 
but will also determine 
prices. “These prices are 
outrageous today.”We could 
calmly regulate [them] at a 
normal market level with-
out any political overtones,” 
he said. 

Earlier on Wednesday, Pu-
tin mentioned the prospect 
of a gas hub based in Tur-
key during Russia’s energy 
summit in Moscow, saying 
Russia could redirect sup-
plies intended for the dam-
aged Nord Stream pipelines 
to the Black Sea to create it.

“We could move the lost 
volumes from the Nord 
Streams along the bot-

tom of the Baltic Sea to the 
Black Sea region and thus 
make the main routes for 
the supply of our fuel and 
our natural gas to Europe 
through Turkey, thus cre-
ating the largest gas hub for 
Europe in Turkey,” Putin 
said. “That is, of course, if 
our partners are interested 
in this and economic feasi-
bility, of course.” 

Meanwhile, at the CICA 
summit, Putin said that 
Afghanistan remains one 
of the biggest security chal-
lenges in Asia and insisted 
on using the resources of 
the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation and its re-
gional anti-terrorist body 
to normalise the situation 
in the country.

Putin made the remarks 
during the 6th summit of the 
CICA, which is taking place 
in Astana, Kazakhstan.  
The President of Russia 
also invited all the Asian 
countries to engage in 
closer cooperation with the 
International Counter-Ter-
rorist Data Bank, which 
was established at Russia’s 
initiative at the CICA Sum-
mit, the official statement 
of the President of Russia 
stated. The Russian Presi-
dent also took a sharp dig 
at US’s withdrawal from 
Afghanistan following the 
Taliban’s takeover and said 
that Afghanistan was un-
able to independently deal 
with the terrorist threat 
even after 20 years of the 
presence of the US and 
NATO as blasts continue to 
take place in the war-torn 
nation. 

PROPOSAL

Putin proposes 
‘gas hub’ plan to 
Turkey’s Erdogan
TDG NETWORK
ASTANA 
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XI ATTEMPTS TO REACH 
MAO’S STATUS, OR 
RATHER SURPASS IT
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING 

As the Communist Party’s 
National Congress ap-
proaches, reports circulate 
that President Xi Jinping 
will be given the title “Chair-
man,” which was given to 
the founder of the People’s 
Republic of China and then-
Supreme Leader Mao Ze-
dong six decades ago. 

This means Xi could lead 
China for life, with consoli-
dated and bigger powers. 
Given Xi’s autocratic gov-
ernance over the past nine 
years, the development 
brings bad news for minor-
ity communities, civil soci-
ety, and the general public, 
who are subjected to inva-
sive surveillance and a lack 
of freedom of speech.

 Indefinite power can 
even bring back political 
violence and the cult of per-
sonality of the Mao era. The 
reformist leader of China, 
Deng Xiaoping, had in 1982 
brought reforms to put an 
end to authoritarian rule, 
which enforced a limit of 
two terms for the presi-
dency. However, Xi in 2018 
made constitutional chang-
es to allow himself to be the 
president of China for life. 

The upcoming National 
Congress, slated to be held 
on October 16, is going to see 
the 69-year-old Xi formally 
taking over the reins for the 
third time and becoming 
undisputable and unchal-
lengeable. It would also kill 
the concept in Chinese poli-
tics called “qi shang ba xia,” 
which means leaders aged 
above 68 must retire. 

The Chinese Commu-
nist Party and news media 
are pumping up patriotic 
rhetoric, listing Xi’s “glo-
rious” achievements and 
urging people to fight for 
his “greatest dream” of Chi-
nese nation revitalization. 
Global observers claim Xi 
is trying to reach the height 
in China’s modern politics 
that was so far only en-
joyed by Mao. However, 
some suggest he wants to  
surpass Mao.

Xi Jinping

APPOINTMENT

KURDISH LEADER ABDUL 
LATIF RASHID NEW 
PRESIDENT OF IRAQ 

Hours after several rockets 
struck Baghdad’s Green 
Zone, the Iraqi Parliament 
elected Kurdish politician 
Abdul Latif Rashid as the 
country’s new president, 
ending the country’s politi-
cal deadlock. 

The newly elected president 
has replaced fellow Iraqi 
Kurd Barham Saleh as head 
of state after the two-round 
vote in parliament on Thurs-
day, winning more than 160 
votes against 99 for Saleh, 
Al Jazeera reported, citing 
an assembly official. Rashid, 
78, was the Iraqi minister of 
water resources from 2003 
to 2010 and is a British-edu-
cated engineer. 

A first round of voting on 
the presidential nomination 
failed to reach the required 
two-thirds majority. Iraq has 
made three failed attempts 
this year to elect a new head 
of state from February 7 to 
March 30. 

Iraqi lawmakers recon-
vened in the afternoon after 
a quorum was reached to 
postpone the session, with 
at least 269 of the 329 mem-
bers attending the session. 
A first round of voting on 
the presidential nomination 

resulted in a failure to reach 
the required two-thirds ma-
jority. A second round was 
underway. 

The attack was condemned 
by Iraqi Prime Minister Mus-
tafa al-Kadhimi on Twitter, 
saying “we categorically reject 
any attempt to obstruct the 
democratic process.” “We 
support the completion of 
the constitutional deadlines 
to end the political crisis,” he 
said. In an earlier incident 
that occurred late last month, 
rockets hit the Green Zone as 
the lawmakers were about to 
vote for the deputy speaker of 
parliament. Sadr’s support-
ers stormed the parliament 
on June 30 and stalled the 
government formation pro-
cess when Al-Sudani was 
first named the nominee. 
Al-Sadr’s bloc won 73 seats in 
Iraq’s October 2021 election, 
making it the largest faction 
in the 329-seat parliament.
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Abdul Latif Rashid

ADMINISTRATION

IS PAKISTAN FLOOD 
CATASTROPHE LINKED ONLY 
TO CLIMATE CHANGE?

The Pakistan government led by Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif has washed its hands of its responsibility and blamed 
climate change for the floods in the country, but the reality is 
that it failed in providing a quick response, which could have 
mitigated the catastrophe enormously.

The government gave due credit to global warming and cli-
mate change, but there was more to it than what met the eye. 
Pakistan could have avoided the worst crisis of the decade, but 
it was preoccupied with political wrangling when the alarm 
bells first rang, according to a Karachi-based journalist in the 
local news outlet

 The Nation. Let’s do a quick rewind. The unprecedented 
rains began in mid-June. A state of emergency was declared 
by the government on August 25. Soon after, lives began to get 
affected by the flash floods, and the political parties in Paki-
stan started to run their PR campaigns. 

Former Prime Minister Imran Khan turned the plight of the 
people into a PR stunt. Khan made hollow claims to raise mil-
lions. It was all very murky. 

The Nation reported that there is no information available in 
the public domain on the spending of the amounts collected.

They made money from the donations the political parties 
received from various charities and various NGOs. There 
were a few who were affected more than others. The cities of 
Nowshera and Charsadda, in Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa province (formerly Northwest Frontier province), and 
their suburbs were the first major communities to be hit by 
the unprecedented floods. 

The flash floods left about 7 million homeless this summer. 
The actual numbers are much higher than the government 
data. Infrastructure was destroyed and families, includ-
ing pregnant women and infants, were swept away. It is the 
worst-ever natural disaster in the country to date. 

Children affected by floods.
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West Asia and North Africa 
prudent with Chinese debt-trap 
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING 

West Asian and North African regions 
need to tread cautiously when lending 
Chinese contracts, as by expanding its 
regional footprints, China is pursuing 
its policy of gradually laying down the 
debt trap and turning these regions into 
its economic colonies.

Many Chinese loans are dubious 
in nature, as many of them also have 
political clauses attached to them. By 
utilising its technical expertise, China 
is becoming a key technology provider 
in several of these countries, reported 
Global Strat View. WANA nations are 
keen to collaborate with China in in-
frastructure, weapons procurement, 
oil exploration, space research, and 
sustainable development. Notably, the 
popularity of Chinese language stud-
ies also appears to have increased in 
WANA countries. 

There have been multiple develop-
ments in the recent past that suggest 
enhanced cooperation between China 
and WANA countries. 

On September 19, foreign ministers 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
countries met with Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi in New York. The 
meeting occurred on the sidelines of 
the 77th UN General Assembly.

Bilateral cooperation between Ri-
yadh and Beijing appears to be on the 
upswing. Saudi Arabia is set to host the 
first China-Arab Summit in Decem-
ber 2022. China Power Construction 
Corporation of China, China Power 

International Holdings Company, and 
Shanghai Electric are in line to bid for 
the Amiral Cogeneration Power Project 
in Jubail. 

Meanwhile, the implementation of 
a systematic plan to teach the Chinese 
language to Saudi learners is also un-
der discussion. Through the Talal Abu 
Ghazaleh Confucius Institute in Jordan, 
Beijing offers similar courses and work-
shops in Chinese language, culture, and 
traditional Chinese medicine. 

PROTEST

Movement alleges CPEC benefits 
Punjab, not Balochistan

Maulana Hidaya-
t u r  R a h m a n , 
the leader of the 

“Give Rights to Gwadar” 
movement, alleged that the 
China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) had be-
come a China-Punjab corri-
dor and Balochistan, on an-
other side, is only receiving  
disappointment.

Rahman said that even 
the borders and the seas 
have been forbidden for the 
Baloch people. He further 
added that this is the reason 
that people revolted against 
the state as they were ex-
tremely disappointed with 
the federation. Balochistan 
is facing all sorts of prob-
lems despite being the larg-
est province with the most 
natural resources and the 
people of Balochistan are 

suffering from poverty and 
hunger. People of Balo-
chistan are not getting any 
benefit from CPEC and they 
are living in their own nation 
as strangers.

The Pakistani administra-
tion maintains the false be-
lief that the Chinese-fuelled 
‘development’ in Balochistan 
will benefit the local popula-
tion, the sad reality is that 
these protests saw locals 

demanding basic necessi-
ties, such as livelihood, clean 
drinking water and basic 
health facilities which they 
continue to be deprived of, 
reported vernacular media.

Many groups in Pakistan, 
both ethnic and religious, 
continue to suffer due to ne-
glect from political and gov-
ernment indifference. The 
leaders acknowledged the 
growing menace of drug ad-

diction amongst the younger 
generation. They criticized 
the government for its fail-
ure to adopt any preventive 
strategy against drugs.

In the past year, the protest 
against CPEC has intensi-
fied. Last year in August, 
people burned tires, chanted 
slogans, and shut down Pak-
istan’s port city of Gwadar, 
protesting against China’s 
illegal fishing in nearby wa-
ters and the CPEC project 
which is a part of President 
Xi Jinping’s Belt and Road 
Initiative, stretching across 
70 countries in the world.

In July, nine Chinese work-
ers were killed when a vehi-
cle laden with explosives and 
driven by a suicide attacker 
rammed the bus in which 
they were travelling towards 
the Dasu Hydropower proj-
ect in the Upper Kohistan 
area of Pakistan’s Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province.
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POLITICAL VIETNAM AND LAOS

PAKISTAN BUSY FIGHTING POLITICAL BATTLES AS 
DURAND LINE REMAINS GRIPPED BY MILITANCY

Vietnam’s tug of war with 
China over Laos

Media reports said while 
militancy and violence 
are on the rise along the 
Pakistan-Afghanistan 
border, the federal gov-
ernment in Islamabad is 
busy fighting its political 
battles with ousted for-
mer Prime Minister Imran 

Khan, media reports said. 
The Times of Israel, citing 
multiple reports, reported 
that one of the most con-
tentious issues between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
is the border between the 
countries where the securi-
ty prospects continue to re-
main grim and unresolved.

Things are rather ironic 
with Pakistan-Taliban rela-

tions. It is the same Pakistan 
that had expected strategic 
depth with the Taliban after 
its takeover of Afghanistan, 
but the situation remains 
sloppy. 

The impact of militancy 
is adversely impacting 
many civilians as well.   
There have been continuous 
protests calling for peace in 
the region. Slogans of “we 

want peace” were raised at 
the end of September af-
ter eight people, including 
a former “Aman” (peace) 
Committee head and two 
policemen, were killed by 
a remote-controlled bomb 
that struck their vehicle in 
the Ghlo Kandaw area of 
Kabal tehsil in Swat valley

The agitators comprised a 
large number of youths, el-

derly, lawyers, transporters, 
traders, doctors, and stu-
dents who held placards in-
scribed with slogans against 
the terrorists and seeking 
peace. The border conflict 
between two nations over 
the Durand Line that divides 
not just the two countries 
but also the Pashtuns re-
mains a bone of contention 
between the two nations.  

Despite Vietnam’s efforts to 
improve its relationship with 
Laos, the latter is moving to-
wards China as the nation is 
trying to gain benefits from 
Beijing’s economy and Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI) in-
frastructure. 

Vietnam, to improve its re-

lationship with Laos, went on 
high-profile visits, extensive 
cultural exchanges, and the 
signing of several agreemets.
Laos is located adjacent to 
China, Vietnam’s long-time 
rival, and its border with Viet-
nam is 2,161 kilometres long, 
Vietnam is aware of this and 
will make every effort to sup-
port the Lao People’s Revolu-
tionary Party’s (LPRP) ruling. 

The LPRP’s presentation 
of unity and independence 
could be disturbed by China’s 
overt presence, which has the 
potential to exacerbate pop-
ulist and ethnic frustrations 
in the ethnically divided Lao 
nation. Therefore, in order 
to avoid these underlying 
tensions, the LPRP has an 
incentive to reduce its over-
dependence on China. 
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China is pursuing its policy of gradually laying down the debt trap.
Protests against CPEC in Balochistan. (File photo)
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People 
purchase 
bread on 

Eid-e-
Milad, 

the birth 
anniversary 

of the 
Prophet, in 
Srinagar on 

Friday. ANI
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#18%GST

‘18% GST on paraTha baffleS 
loGic’: neTizenS oppoSe hiked GST 
on paraThaS 
The Gujarat Appallete Authority of Advance Ruling on 
Friday ruled that frozen paratha is not roti. Moreover, it 
approved an 18% GST on ready-to-eat parathas. Soon af-
ter the ruling, ‘18% GST’ started trending on Twitter with 
politicians and netizens sharing their disappointment. 

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi took the opportunity 
to hit out against the government and tweeted, “Why is 
inflation at a 35-year HIGH? Why is unemployment at a 
45-year HIGH? Why are ‘Parathas’ being taxed at 18% 
GST? Why are farm tractors being taxed at 12% GST? 
#BharatJodoYatra will keep asking you these questions 
and more, Prime Minister. You will have to answer.”

Congress leader Kapil Sibal tweeted, “18% GST on 
paratha baffles logic The message: Eat chapatis or else 
pay more Why tax what ordinary folk eat? Is the FM 
listening?”

One of the netizens said, “Nirmala Sitharaman is on 
diet. She doesn’t eat Paratha , thus 18% GST on Paratha .”

Another said, “We just had Parathas yesterday at a res-
taurant. Will I be liable to 18% GST retrospectively? Or 
Will it do if I declare it in my next IT return?”

“Charging Parathas 18% GST different from Chapatti 
which attracts 5% GST is a kind of Sin Tax, next time you 
go to a restaurant you ensure to eat healthy Chapattis,” 
added another.

I wanted to play 
like Sachin 
Tendulkar but 
couldn’t. Inside 
my heart, I 
always wanted 
to play like 
him, he was a 
cricketing idol 
growing up.

— MS Dhoni

BRAIN-PIcKING

cOMPANIONsHIP 

ARMy BIDs AN eMOtIONAl GOODBye tO ‘ZOOM’

23rd edition of IIFA Weekend and Awards is 
back by popular demand in February 2023 

BOllyWOOD 

The International Indian 
Film Academy (IIFA) Week-
end and Awards, which 
bring together the very best 
of the Indian film industry, 
is back by popular demand 
in Yas Island, Abu Dhabi, in 
February 2023 to win our 
hearts all over again. IIFA 
2023 will be held in collabo-
ration with the Department 
of Culture and Tourism-Abu 
Dhabi (DCT Abu Dhabi) and 
Miral, Abu Dhabi’s leading 
creator of immersive desti-
nations and experiences.

The 22nd edition of IIFA at 
Yas Island, Abu Dhabi, held 
earlier this year and hosted 
by superstars Salman Khan, 
Riteish Deshmukh, and Ma-
niesh Paul, featured electri-
fying performances by the 
finest talent from the Indian 
film fraternity, leaving us 
in awe with three memo-
rable, star-studded days 
with packed venues filled 
by fans from all around the 
globe. The three-day awards 
weekend was attended by 
more than 350 media from 
17 countries across the globe,. 

Back by popular demand 
from stakeholders, fans, 
and media from around the 
globe, the 23rd edition of 
IIFA will again be hosted at 
the world-class Etihad Are-
na, Yas Island, Abu Dhabi—
the Middle East’s largest 
state-of-the-art indoor enter-
tainment venue in February 
2023. The upcoming edition 
will be filled with even more 
magic and entertainment as 
we are set to witness Salman 
Khan, Varun Dhawan, Karan 
Johar, Kriti Sanon, and many 
more in attendance.

For many decades, India 
and Abu Dhabi have had 
strong cultural and commer-
cial ties. IIFA Weekend and 
Awards will be a celebration 
of togetherness and positiv-

ity, returning to Yas Island in 
Abu Dhabi and enhancing, 
strengthening, and building 
even stronger bonds. 

Noreen Khan, Vice Presi-
dent of IIFA, said, “IIFA this 
year was an amazing experi-
ence thanks to the wonder-
ful partners Miral and DCT. 
Coming back after two years, 
we really worked hard to 
deliver the very best in live 
entertainment again. The 
best part was that the entire 
weekend delivered a positive 
experience for everyone who 
witnessed or experienced the 
event in any way. We have 
been inundated with unprec-
edented appreciation and 
comments from everyone 
who truly had a wonderful 
time this year in Abu Dhabi, 

and so we are pleased and 
excited to bring it all back 
again, but with much more 
magic to come next year”.

H.E. Saleh Mohamed Al-
Geziry, Director General for 
Tourism at DCT Abu Dhabi, 
said, “We are honoured 
to once more welcome the 
IIFA Weekend & Awards to 
Etihad Arena. With the eyes 
of the world’s film industry 
upon us, we have an amazing 
opportunity to share with the 
world Abu Dhabi’s exciting 
nightlife, inspiring cultural 
experiences, and restorative 
escapes. The awards in Feb-
ruary can only enhance our 
reputation as a global centre 
for top-tier leisure, entertain-
ment, and business events.”

With excitement increasing 
all over the world, people can 
now buy tickets to the biggest 
awards ceremony spanning 
over three days at https://
www.etihadarena.ae/en/. 
The price range begins at 
100 AED and goes up to 
1500 AED. People can also 
head to www.yasisland.ae 
where they can add all that 
they need for their visit to 
Yas Island as a travel pack-
age. 
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BelONGING 

sWIss WOMAN’s seARcH fOR HeR BIOlOGIcAl MOM cONtINues

Bina Makhijani Muller, who 
was adopted in 1978 by an 
Indian couple and taken 
to Switzerland, has been 
searching for her biological 
mother for over a decade. The 
only clue she has is the name 
of her biological mother, Ro-
bello.

The 44-year-old was born 

in 1978 and was left at Asha 
Sadan, an adoption centre in 
South Mumbai. After that, 
she was adopted and taken 
to Switzerland.

“I have been visiting Mum-
bai in search of my mother 
since 2011, but I have not 
succeeded even a bit. I have 
been now far away from my 
search,” she said. Bina had 
completed her DNA profil-
ing, which suggested that 
she is of Goan origin.

“If anybody knows a wom-
an with the name Rebello 
from the Goanese area who 
came to Mumbai and gave 

birth to me in 1978 then 
please contact Anjali Pawar 
who is fighting against child 
trafficking also. The one who 
comes forward to help me 
with any information will be 
treated discreetly. I was ad-
opted by an Indian and know 
this will create a social issue, 
but I am not looking to ruin 
anybody’s life. I just want to 
know about my roots and 
heritage,” Bina appealed.

fIve stRANGe ADDIctIONs tHAt 
WIll MAKe yOuR eyes POP
There are people with different habits around the 
globe. But when these habits become severe, they 
turn into addictions. addiction can be to anything 
like alcohol, sugar, etc. But some people can make 
your eyes pop with their addictions. These addic-
tions can either please or haunt people to a level 
that they do not have any conscious knowledge of 
reality. here are five strange addictions: 

TaTTooinG
Tattooing can be the cup of tea for many 
people, and having a tattoo can be your 
dream as well. But when someone 

overdoes it, then they are addicted to the art of 
tattooing. it can cross limits when people decide to 
tattoo their faces, head, and teeth. People can even 
get their eyeballs tattooed.

eaTinG Mud 
Geogaphy, which sounds similar to 
Geography, is the addiction to consuming 
dirt or muddy substances. as surprising 

as it might sound, it is true. This happens because 
of a rare disorder called pica. People who have this 
addiction can’t stop themselves from eating mud, 
bricks, gravel, or sand. Despite the negative effects, 
people can’t stop themselves from eating these. 

chewinG ice
is that even an addiction? well yes! Some 
people have an ice chewing addiction and 
cannot control their desire to chew on 

ice. many people have admitted that this addiction 
has cost them their relationships. This is a sign of 
a lack of iron in the bloodstream.

eaTinG GlaSS
Some people have an addiction of eating 
glass. isn’t it frightening? This addic-
tion is called hyalophagia. Some of the 

sufferers admit to just enjoying the attention, but 
people also sustain serious injuries often.

cleaninG
This is a more common addiction. it is 
often known as Obsessive Cleanliness 
Disorder (OCD). in this, people are ad-

dicted to cleaning everything. They want every-
thing to be organised and extremely clean. unlike 
normal people, OCD people pay extra attention to 
color-coordinating everything. They can’t tolerate 
even a strand of hair on their clean floor. extreme, 
isn’t it?

— APoorVA CHAUDHArY 

tattooing

Have you ever ob-
served that your 
thoughts, emotions, 

behaviour and notions of 
anything and everything are 
derived from other people’s 
thoughts?

We live in a society that is 
conditioned by the media, 
our educational system, our 
communities, our neigh-
bours, places of worship, 
and our families. From our 
earliest memories, we are 
taught what is right and 
what is wrong. We are in-
formed of what to wear and 
what not to. We have been 
told by a variety of practitio-
ners what our ideal weight 
and height should be. Our 
parents may have even been 
given a growth chart to 
track our weight and height 
throughout our develop-
ment. As a society, we have 
become very conditioned to 
think that our bodies must fit 
into a specific set of param-
eters. It is strangely funny 
that we have a need not only 
to track our body mass in-

dex but that every person 
must fall within a certain 
guideline. The world is so 
obsessed with body image 
and our media, social me-
dia, advertisements, etc., are 
24x7 drilling it into us. And 
this is where body shaming 
begins because anyone who 
does not fit the prescribed 
parameters is called out, 
at times, dog whistled and 
isolated. It is a phenomenon 
that affects all genders, in-
cluding women and men 
across age groups.

Body shaming is not gen-
der, weight, height, or body-

specific. At its core, body 
shaming is the intentional 
act of humiliating another. 
It occurs through mock-
ing, critical comments, and 
shaming related to one’s 
body type. It is the intent to 
cause them to conform to 
a specific standard. Body 
shaming causes an individ-
ual to feel shame or disgust 
in relation to his or her own 
body. It perpetuates a false 
impression of the right body 
type and fuels self-doubt and 
issues related to self-esteem. 
Everyone has felt the emo-
tional effects of body sham-
ing at one point or another: 
embarrassment, fear, shy-
ness, anger, rage, anxiety, 
envy, and anytime there is an 
emotional reaction to some-
thing, the body will respond 
physically.

Body-shaming is one of 
those emotions that comes 
up when you believe that 
there is something wrong 
with you. Shame is deep-
seated. It is literally a strike 
against the soul.

Shame is believing that 
who you are is not enough, 
broken, damaged, not good, 
wrong, sinful.

The thing about body 
shaming is that it comes 
from thinking a belief that 
is untrue. It is either by a 

standard set by society, your 
family, or yourself through 
observation and interpreta-
tion.

Body shaming contributes 
to a variety of psychological, 
physiological, and mental 
health disorders such as 
stress, anxiety, eating disor-
ders, panic attacks, body im-
age issues, loneliness, social 
anxiety, depression, diges-
tive issues, and even suicidal 
ideation. It is a silent killer.

The truth is that there is 
no right way. It is important 
to have self-dignity and be 
healthy. But you need not 
conform to a way of think-
ing just because most people 
think or feel that way.

You are allowed to be you. 
You are allowed to set your 
own beliefs, your own rules, 
and most importantly, your 
own boundaries. Who you 
are at your core was created 
by something bigger than 
life itself, and not one other 
person who was created is 
the same.

Who you are is ok. Learn-
ing to love and accept your-
self can take time, but it can 
also save your life.
Dr Chavi Sharma Bhargava is 
the founder and CEO of Indic 
Center for Psychological Well-
ness and Holistic Health and 
Conversationists-Talking Cures. 

CHAVI BHArGAVA SHArmA 
sAtuRDAy ReAD

PeRcePtION 

BODy sHAMING: tHe sIleNt KIlleR 
The thing about body shaming is that it comes from thinking a belief 
that is untrue. It is either by a standard set by society, your family, or 
yourself through observation and interpretation.

The Indian Army on Friday paid trib-
utes to ‘Zoom’ its canine warrior dog, 
who succumbed to bullet injuries 
during an encounter in Jammu and 
Kashmir earlier this week.

Zoom, the two-year-old Belgian 
Malinios, breathed his last on 
Thursday at 54 Advance Field Vet-
erinary Hospital (AFVH), where he 
was undergoing treatment after sus-
taining two gunshot injuries during 
the combat operation in Tangpawa 
of Jammu and Kashmir’s Anantnag 
on October 9.

The 29th Army Dog Unit also re-
membered Zoom, who was a veteran 
of several counter-terrorism (CT) op-
erations where he had distinguished 

himself with his energy and courage, 
Army officials said.

“Army Dog Zoom was an invalu-
able member of the team. Despite his 
young age of two years, Zoom was a 
veteran of multiple CT Ops where 
he had distinguished himself with 
his energy and courage,” the Indian 
Army Officials had said.

On 9 October during the operation 

in Anantnag, Zoom played a key role 
in not only identifying the precise lo-
cation of the terrorists but also in dis-
abling a terrorist.

However, the intrepid canine, in the 
process, suffered two gunshots. De-
spite being injured, Zoom located the 
other hiding terrorist and fainted due 
to severe blood loss after he returned 
from the target area.

In a solemn ceremony at Chinar war 
memorial, BB Cantt

Salman khan, ritesh Deshmukh and manish Paul host the 22nd 
edition of IIFA Awards 2022

Dog squad pay tributes to  'Zoom'.
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WE WOMEN WANT:  SHABANA 
AZMI, DIVYA DUTTA DISCUSS 
FEMINISM IN FILMS 
Shabana Azmi and Divya Dutta 
spoke about how gender issues and 
women’s roles are treated on screen.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

Priya Sahgal in  conversation with Shabana Azmi and Divya Dutta. 

Aamir  Khan and Kiara Adani 

This week on We Wom-
en Want, we have two 
women of style and sub-
stance—Shabana Azmi 
and Divya Dutta. The two 
have acted in the recently 
released Sheer Qorma, a 
movie about acceptance 
and belonging and one 
that explores non-binary 
relationships. The movie 
was given an award at 
the Yellow Stone Film 
Festival  recently held 
in the National Capital.   
Both Shabana and Divya 
are known for their dis-
tinctive, often unconven-
tional female character 
roles. Speaking to NewsX’s 
Senior Executive Editor 
Priya Sahgal, the duo spoke 
about how gender issues 
and women’s roles are 
treated on screen.

PORTRAYAL ON 
SCREEN 
Shabana and Divya said 
that they would never do 
a role that would demean 
women. If they do a role 
of a woman who has been 
wronged or who is mis-
guided, they would like to 
see some progression of the 
character and some posi-
tive messaging at the end of 
it. Neither would go in for 
meaningless stereotypes.
HIJAB CONTROVERSY 
They also talked about the re-
cent hijab controversy, where 
women in Iran are burning 
their hijabs while in India 
some are fighting for the right 
to wear them. As Shabana 
said it is a matter of choice at 
the end of the day and quoted 
a couplet she had written 
during Covid, “Do din mein 
mask pehen kar thak gaya 
wo admi, jo kehta tha aurat 
ko parde mein rehna hai “  .

MEANS OF EXPRES-
SION 
The show also talked about 
art, for as Shabana said, art 
is not meant to soothe, it’s 
not a lullaby but a means to 
raise our voice, dissent, and 
provoke.
OBJECTIFICATION AND 
MORE 
Divya Dutta spoke against 
the  object i f icat ion of 
women and also the rise 
of OTT platforms that al-
low unconventional film 
makers space to explore 
themes that may not make 
it to mainstream cinema.  
Catch fresh episodes of ‘We 
Women Want’ every Satur-
day at 7:30 PM on NewsX. 
The program will also be 
streamed live on major 
OTT platforms: Dailyhunt, 
Zee5, MX Player, Shema-
rooMe, Watcho, Mzaalo, Jio 
TV, Tata Play and PayTm 
livestreams. .

The recent 50-second 
commercial by AU 
Small Finance Bank 

featuring Bollywood actors 
Aamir Khan and Kiara Ad-
vani has led to an uproar on 
social media. This isn’t just ri-
diculous but also reflects the 
stunted growth of our under-
standing of development, as 
more women are becoming 
educated and economically 
independent. Many women, 
in a hypothetical situation, 
may be the breadwinners 
of the family. Therefore, the 
advantage and the message 
of this advertisement must 
be lauded. But instead, what 
we witness is the backlash, 
where, naturally, Aamir 
Khan is blamed for hurting 
religious sentiments.

Madhya Pradesh Home 
Minister Narottam Mishra 
has advised Aamir Khan to 
avoid ads and practises that 
offend religious sensibilities. 
But why are we not address-
ing the message? That is the 
question one must ask the 
authorities that are express-
ing distaste for the advertise-
ment. 

Cut to the ad, which depicts 
Aamir Khan and Kiara Ad-
vani as newlyweds return-
ing from their wedding and 
discussing how none of them 
cried during the bidaai. The 
commercial also depicts the 
pair arriving at the bride’s 
home and the husband tak-
ing the first step inside the 
house, which is not a tra-
ditional Hindu practise for 
brides.

The questions that arise 
need to be addressed. There 
are many situations where 
the girl is a single child and 
has ailing parents. Does 
this mean that it is impera-
tive that she abandon her 

parents to embrace the new 
home, or should she remain 
unmarried?

This advertisement could 
have had a very strong 
message given out towards 
gender equality. This adver-
tisement could have been a 
game changer with a popu-
lar actor like Aamir Khan, 
who would’ve encouraged 
men and women as equal 
partners in marriage, break-
ing free from the shackles of 
old norms and traditions that 
don’t make great sense in this 
changing world.

This is also an eye opener 
for the aversion to self-exam-
ination of people over gender 
topics. These moral keepers 
don’t take into account the 
plausibility of other situa-
tions in a person’s life. The 
change must be in tweaking 
traditions that are also done 
on a regular basis when no 
one is looking. People cut 
short traditions and it is ac-
ceptable in situations beyond 
their control. Then why this 
outrage?

Priests of the famous Ma-
hakaleshwar temple in Mad-
hya Pradesh had objected to 
the advertisement, claiming 
that it offended Hindu sen-
timents. One can’t overlook 
the flesh trade that has a 
social sanction in Madhya 
Pranesh’s Neemuch, Ratlam, 
and Mandsaur. The mem-
bers of the Banchhada com-
munity consider the birth of 
a girl auspicious as it means 
another breadwinner for the 
family. Girls are groomed to 
become prostitutes by their 
parents when they are be-
tween 11 to 14 years of age. In 
2015, the Madhya Pradesh 
Women Empowerment 
Department conducted a 
survey in 38 villages in Man-

dsaur. The data revealed that 
the population in 
the district 
was 

3,435, 
with 2,243 

women and 1,192 men. The 
rise in the number of women 
in the community is not only 
because of their birth but also 
because of the rampant pur-
chase of trafficked girl chil-
dren. These are little girls, 
sometimes sold at a measly 
sum of Rs 100 sometimes. 
She is also expected to serve 
as many as her body can 
handle for the day. When 
will the morality and the in-
human neglect be addressed 
towards this community in 
Madhya Pradesh?

If you look at Aamir Khan’s 
acting trajectory, he has of-
ten challenged ethical and 
religious norms. One must 
accept that he is expressing 
the sentiments of millions of 
people across the country.

As expected, the ad saw a 
major backlash. A popular 

tweet said, “Aamir Khan 
loves to do ads, 

which mock 
Hindu tradi-

tions. He 
will nev-
er dare 
talk or 
do any 
ads 
per-
taining 

to Hijab, 
Burqua, 

Triple Ta-
laq, Halala. He 

maintains pin-
drop silence on Sar 

Tan Se Juda.”
Evidently, the most vulner-

able sentiment of religion is 
used methodically to create 
more damage to an already 
fragile system we are cur-
rently living with. Narottam 
Mishra has stated that the 
advertisement hurts peo-
ple’s sentiments. Trafficking 
women is also a long-lived 
tradition in Madhya Pradesh. 
As citizens of India, we hope 
that the government will 
discourage such a culture, 
instead of raising its voice 
against an advertisement 
that empowers women to be 
the caretakers of their fami-
lies forever.

Talking to Rekha Bhat-
tacharjee, a recently wid-
owed elderly lady who lives 
with her daughter, lauded 

the advertisement, saying, 
“I wish I had the ability to do 
this for my mother. When 
she was ailing, I had to leave 
my parents in New Delhi and 
move to another town to start 
my married life. I felt guilty 
and tormented at times, but 
I had no choice.”

One can’t overlook the 
Khasis from Meghalaya, 
which account for the state’s 
largest ethnic community. 
They are one of the last ex-
isting matrilineal societies 
in the world. Here, children 
receive their mother’s last 
name, husbands move into 
their wife’s home, and the 
youngest daughter inherits 
the ancestral property. They 
are not Hindus, but this tra-
dition helps many women 
be able to be there for their 
elderly parents’ needs. Our 
culture has always evolved, 
and it is time now that wom-
en in films and in society are 
allowed to choose to move 
to their new home or bring 
their husband into their ma-
ternal home. We laud Deep-
ika Padukone for talking 
openly about mental illness. 
We need another popular 
actor to continue to come out 
and speak up where voices 
remain unheard. Maybe if 
Akshay Khanna had done 
this advertisement, all would 
have been well.  

Mohua Chinappa is an author 
and a podcaster of a show called 
The Mohua Show.

OUTRAGE

EQUALITY IN A MARRIAGE: AAMIR 
KHAN’S NEW AD SPARKS DEBATE
People cut short traditions and it is acceptable in situations beyond their control.

This 
advertisement 

could have been a game 
changer with a popular actor 

like Aamir Khan, who would’ve 
encouraged men and women 
as equal partners in marriage, 

breaking free from the shackles 
of old norms and traditions 

that don’t make great 
sense in this changing 

world.

MOHUA CHINAPPA 

ONLINE ABUSE 

87% 
OF YOUNG 
WOMEN THINK 
THE PROBLEM IS 
GETTING WORSE

Source: Web Foundation and World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts 

DISAGREEMENT ON 
HIJAB BAN IN SC 

The two-judge bench of the Su-
preme Court this week differed on 
the Hijab issue. One judge opined 
that permitting one to wear their 
religious symbols would be the 
antithesis to secularism while an-
other judge held that restriction 
on Hijab was an invasion of pri-
vacy, attack on dignity, and denial 
of secular education. 
A bench of justices Hemant Gup-
ta and Sudhanshu Dhulia pro-
nounced the split judgement on 
the Hijab issue as one upheld the 
Karnataka HC judgement while 
the other set the Karnataka HC 
order aside.
Justice Hemant Gupta said that 
before a student goes for higher 
studies in college, she should not 
grow up with a specific identity, 
but under the umbrella of equal-
ity guaranteed under Article 14 
transcending the group identity. 
But Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia 
gave a contrary opinion as he 
said, “by asking the girls to take 
off their hijab before they enter 
the school gates, is first an inva-
sion of their privacy, then it is an 
attack on their dignity.”

PM’S MOTHER DRAGGED 
INTO POLITICAL SLUGFEST

In the latest political slugfest in the 
run-up to the Assembly elections 
in Gujarat, The Aam Aadmi Party 
state chief Gopal Italia dragged 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
mother. 
In one of the controversial videos 
shared by Italia on Twitter, he 
stated, ““Why are you not asking 
‘neech’ (lowly person) Narendra 
Modi to reveal the expenses of his 
public meeting. And his mother 
Hiraba is also doing drama. Modi 
is nearing 70 years, while Hiraba 
will soon be of 100, then also these 
two continue with their drama.”
In another video, Italia is purport-
edly heard asking the women not 
to visit the temples and ‘kathas’ 
as they are “hubs of exploitation”. 
Lashing out at Delhi Chief Minis-
ter and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
national convener Arvind Kejri-
wal over Italia’s recent remarks on 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
mother, Union Minister Smriti 
Irani said Kejriwal “falling to new 
lows is not surprising”. Italia was 
detained by the Delhi Police after 
he was summoned by the Nation-
al Commission of Women.

SONAM JOINS KARVA 
CHAUTH DEBATE  
As women across 
the country cel-
ebrated Karwa 
Chauth fast for 
their husbands, 
Sonam Kapoor 
revealed that she 
does not fast. 
Sharing the string 
of pictures on Ins-
tagram, she wrote, “My Husband 
isn’t a fan of Karva Chauth as he 
thinks fasting should only be in-
termittent so I’ve never kept it. But 
both of us are big believers that 
festivals and traditions are a great 
reason for family and friends to 
come together. I love that my mom 
loves celebrating it and I love be-
ing a part of it and dressing up. @
kapoor.sunita you always throw 
the best dos! Your energy and gen-
erosity is legendary and I hope to 
follow the same path! Happy KC 
everyone!”
In the past, several actors have 
been trolled for speaking against 
Karwa Chauth. Ratna Pathak 
Shah, once expressed, “Our so-
ciety is very conservative. I feel it 
passionately. We also become su-
perstitious. We have been led to be-
lieve that religion is an important 
part of life. So far no one has asked 
me why I don’t take Karva Chauth 
fasting. Last year I was asked for 
the first time. I said, “Am I Crazy?”

RAPE THREATS 
AGAINST DCW 
CHIEF

In a new low 
this week, 
Delhi Com-
mission for 
Women 
(DCW) chief 

Swati Maliwal revealed 
that she has been receiv-
ing rape threats on social 
media after she wrote to 
Union Information and 
Broadcasting Minister 
Anurag Thakur to re-
move filmmaker Sajid 
Khan out of Bigg Boss 
over allegations of sexual 
harassment against him. 
She also asked Delhi Po-
lice to arrest the people 
who allegedly gave her 
rape threats. 
“Ever since I wrote a let-
ter to the  I&B minister to 
get SajidKhan out of Bigg 
Boss, I have been receiv-
ing rape threats on Ins-
tagram. Obviously, they 
want to stop our work. 
I am giving a complaint 
to Delhi Police. Register 
FIR and investigate. Ar-
rest those who are behind 
them,” she tweeted. Sajid 
was mired in the #MeToo 
controversy in 2018.

WOMEN IN THE NEWS

21 %
 OF YOUNG WOMEN ARE 

MOST CONCERNED 
ABOUT SEXUAL 
HARRASSMENT 

59 %
 OF YOUNG WOMEN SAID ONLINE ABUSE 

HAS AFFECTED THEIR PHYSICAL AND 
EMOTIONAL WELLBEING OR BOTH 

ENDED IN ABORTION.

35 %
OF YOUNG WOMEN 
ARE CONCERNED 

ABOUT SHARING OF 
PRIVATE IMAGES AND 

VIDEOS WITHOUT 
PERMISSION
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Bamboo trees have multiple 
individual roots. When one 
bamboo stalk rubs against 
another they can spark on 
fire. Sandalwood, on the other 
hand, is a multi-branched 
tree with one set of roots. 
When sandalwood branches 
rub together, they create a 
beautiful fragrance, used in 
incense sticks and cooling 
paste. Spirituality reminds 
me of the common roots of 
humanity. When I feel separate 
from others, my reactions can 
flare and cause conflict. When 
I see the common roots of my 
human family, I seek to bring out 
the best in everyone. Then my 
relationships become fragrant, 
like sandalwood. Today let me 
honour shared roots. 

A thought 
for todAy

“In order to communicate 
clearly, the primary step is si-
lence, that is, the ability to lis-
ten.” - Anthony Strano

Life is relationships, defined 
by the quality of our commu-
nication. In communicating 
authentically, and effectively, 
we do not just send the other 
a message, but we build, nur-
ture, empower and nourish 
the relationship itself. How 
do I develop my “authentic-
ity”, so that I am better able 
to communicate? How do I 
acquire the skills to enable 
positive, authentic commu-
nication? Authenticity starts 
from our inner world, where 
we set aside time and space to 
develop our innate qualities. 
We can begin with the follow-
ing three areas: 

the right Attitude
Attitude is at the core of what 
we say and do. It is reflected 
back to us in our relation-
ships. Our attitude can rub 
off on others. Attitude is 
born from our perceptions, 
thoughts and feelings, influ-
enced by our memories, past 
experiences and beliefs. As 
an example of how thoughts 
create attitude, consider how 
the day will unfold if we 
wake up in the morning with 
the thought, of having to go 
to work. 

This creates an attitude of 
resentment or reluctance, so 
what would relationships with 
others be like during the day? 
However, when we wake up 
with the thought of wanting to 
go to work, because we feel for-
tunate to have a job, or we like 
the work, then we will relate to 
others with enthusiasm. Our 
exchanges with others will be 
more positive, more energising 
and more productive.

Self-reSpect
Self-respect depends on know-
ing who I am – delving into my 
inner world, knowing that I 
am a pure, imperishable soul, 
full of all virtues, a being of 
light energy able to connect to 

the Supreme Soul. Knowing 
this as my real identity means 
that I will not align my identity 
superficially to the external 
aspects of gender, age, occupa-
tion, social status and the like. 
To do so sets me up to identify 
myself based on the opinion of 
others. Grounded in spiritual 
awareness, I develop my spe-
cialities and inner qualities. I 
value myself and self-esteem 
is the result. I value others 

and their uniqueness. From 
this position, I am also confi-
dent, loving, trustworthy, hon-
est, open and able to generate 
positivity in thoughts, attitude 
and actions.

the Art of liStening
“We never listen when we are 
eager to speak.” - Francois de 
la Rochefoucauld

A powerful listener is able 
to be fully present and, in the 

moment, so that she/he under-
stands the point of view of the 
other person, while focusing 
on the subtle tone, facial ex-
pressions, body language and 
context of the communication 
partner.

Listening at the deepest level 
requires a link of empathy: an 
attentive calm and openness 
that focuses the mind so that 
reality is grasped, and you un-
derstand what is being said. 

The authentic communicator 
recognises her/his intention to 
build relationships that reflect 
the virtues of, at least, an hon-
est and open heart.

“I will speak sweetly. I will 
speak with love. I will speak 
less, and I will speak with hon-
esty.” - Dadi Janki
Mariette Buckle is a Rajyoga 
teacher and a recently retired pri-
mary school teacher, based in the 
Yarra Valley, Victoria, Australia.

Authentic communicAtion
inner world

MAriette Buckle

Many people  go 
through their lives 
carrying the bur-

den of guilt or regret over 
past mistakes. For some, the 
weight is such that it crushes 
their sense of self-worth and 
they are unable to live a nor-
mal life, and go to their grave 
haunted by the wrongs they 
have done.

Most of us know, even if 
we do not remember it all 
the time, that every action 
has an equal and opposite 
reaction, and that we reap 
what we sow. This universal 
law warns us of the conse-
quences of bad karma, but 
it also encourages us to do 
good karma. If we have done 

something wrong, repen-
tance cannot undo it, but we 
can learn from it and direct 
our energy to doing good.

Positive and charitable 
actions lift our spirits and 
bring benefit to others. They 
keep the mind engaged in a 
healthy way, help us forge 
good relations, and, when 
done repeatedly, create a 
habit of doing good. Soon, a 
time comes when the good 
deeds outweigh past mis-
takes, and we not only feel 
happy, but can also offer sup-
port to others. This is how 
character transformation is 
realised. 

There are several exam-
ples in history of people 
leaving behind an ignoble 
past and achieving great-
ness. St. Augustine is per-
haps the most famous. A 
hedonist who fathered an 
illegitimate son, he eventu-
ally heeded the pleas of his 
devout mother and became 
a Catholic priest. Today, he 
is regarded as a saint.

Similarly, Angulimala, a 
serial killer, became a monk 
after an encounter with the 

Buddha, and Valmiki gave 
up life as a robber and medi-
tated for years in penance be-
fore he went on to compose 
the epic Ramayana. 

These examples show that 

no one is beyond redemp-
tion, and each one of us has 
the potential for spiritual 
progress regardless of our 
background. As someone 
said, ‘The only difference 

between the saint and the 
sinner is that every saint has 
a past, and every sinner has 
a future.’

This is one reason crimi-
nal justice systems in some 

countries make use of the 
principle of doing something 
charitable to make amends 
for a mistake, whereby those 
convicted of a crime are re-
quired to do community 

service, fully or partially, in 
lieu of other forms of punish-
ment, such as imprisonment 
or paying a fine.

Even where such a provi-
sion does not exist, convicts 

get reduced punishment if 
they show true remorse or 
cooperate with the law en-
forcement agencies, and sen-
tences are commuted if the 
convict has a record of good 
behaviour. Such measures 
aim to encourage reform, so 
that convicts emerge better 
persons from their experi-
ence of crime and punish-
ment.

While one cannot change 
one’s past, its negative influ-
ence on the present and the 
future can be eliminated by 
changing our way of think-
ing and behaviour. The key 
is to let bygones be bygones 
and turn over a new leaf. A 
mistake does leave a stain 
on the record of our life, but 
repeatedly thinking about it 
is akin to making that stain 
darker. Instead, by taking 
to doing good we can create 
bright spots that will even-
tually shine such that no one 
notices the stains.

B.K. Geeta is a Rajyoga teacher 
at the Brahma Kumaris head-
quarters in Abu Road, Rajast-
han.

Turning over a new leaf
turn of mind

B.k. geetA

Positive and charitable actions lift our spirits and bring benefit to others. They keep the mind engaged in a healthy 
way, help us forge good relations, and, when done repeatedly, create a habit of doing good. Soon, a time comes 
when the good deeds outweigh past mistakes, and we not only feel happy, but can also offer support to others.

The great dichotomy in fol-
lowing a spiritual practice 
is that, even though talking 
about the ideas and knowl-
edge that we are taught, is 
very beneficial for ourselves 
and to others, it can only be 
truly authentic if we have, in 
fact, absorbed and practised 
it for the self. Otherwise, it is 
an intellectual exercise only, 

and only touches the intel-
lects of others, not the hearts 
and minds.

Overcoming the reluc-
tance to share something 
that we have not yet mas-
tered, makes us vulner-
able, because we are aware 
of the dissonance between 
the aim and the current re-
ality. So how do we share 
what we know to be true, 
and have the aim to achieve, 
while being aware that we 
are not there yet? First and 
foremost, we have to have 
honesty. Honesty with the 
self is a major step. To live an 
honest life means that there 
is always a part of me that is 
observing the self. It is not 
honesty to just ‘own up’ to 
mistakes I have made; real 
honesty lies in being able to 
share what I have learned 
from the mistake and what I 

have resolved to transform, 
in such a way that it becomes 
useful for someone else.

This requires the second 
attribute of humility. This 
requires being prepared to 
acknowledge that I am on a 
journey, and not allow the 
ego to create a false façade by 
creating, or trying to protect, 
an image that I am not able 
to maintain. Our intentions 
and attitude are picked up by 
others long before we speak. 
We need to be mindful of not 
projecting what we want to 
be rather than what we are 
just now. The third aspect 
is honour. I need to give re-
gard and respect to myself 
and honour the process. 
This means I will be able 
to respect, honour and give 
regard to others, on their 
journeys. 

I only know if I am walk-

ing my talk when I am relat-
ing with others. When I am 
working in a team, for ex-
ample, with all the opportu-

nities for clashes of person-
ality, ideas, intentions and 
aims. Can I retain the spiri-
tual qualities of love, peace, 

tolerance and patience? 
So, walking the talk is be-

ing true to the self, honour-
ing and respecting that self, 
and interacting with each 
one, with humility. This is 
only possible when we un-
derstand that we are incred-
ibly subtle, spiritual beings 
with great reservoirs of love 
and peace, joy and wisdom 
within. As we move along, 
checking and changing, 
we understand the need to 
charge and renew ourselves 
each day. This allows us to 
clearly see the quality of our 
relationships with others 
and most importantly with 
the Divine – a source that 
never changes, is constantly 
giving, always benevolent, 
always honest and always 
true. 

In this way, I begin to see 
the same qualities emerg-

ing in the self, of beauty, 
compassion, generosity, and 
truth. If I am too self-cen-
tred, then I cannot walk the 
talk. Dadi Janki used to ask: 
“How much of the time do I 
spend watching myself and 
how much time do I spend 
thinking about how others 
perceive me?” She spent 95 
per cent of her time with her 
own self in the sense of how 
she was responding to oth-
ers in a supportive way, and 
uplifting them.

There is a bigger picture in 
all of this – that of what the 
world needs now. Do I be-
lieve that I am the only cog 
making the huge machinery 
of the world drama keep 
turning, holding it all togeth-
er? If everything becomes 
about me, then my actions 
can never be benevolent. I 
am an important cog, but 

not the only one, yet every-
thing I think and say and do 
is making a contribution to 
the world. Journeys are filled 
with delays and obstacles; 
sometimes we win, some-
times we lose, sometimes we 
fail and sometimes we suc-
ceed. Let me not be in denial 
when I am talking about my 
journey, because it is walk-
ing along the path that truly 
teaches me humility and 
allows me to learn so much 
and then grow and evolve. 
Sometimes, in the genuine 
desire to get to the end of the 
path, we try to pretend we 
are already there – but we 
need to cover the ground, 
step by beautiful step.

Manda Patel is a Rajyoga teach-
er based at the Brahma Kumaris 
Global Retreat Centre, Oxford, 
UK.

wAlking our tAlk
spirituAl prActice

MAndA pAtel

Repentance cannot undo past mistakes, but we can learn from them and direct our energy to doing good.

Walking the talk is being true to the self and interacting with 
others with humility.

The authentic communicator recognises their intention to build relationships that reflect the virtues of an honest and open heart.
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ISSF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 2022

T20 WORLD CUP

Indian teenager Rudrankksh 
Balasaheb Patil, created his-
tory in the Egyptian capital 
Cairo, pulling off a dramatic 
17-15 victory over Italy’s Dani-
lo Dennis Sollazzo in the gold 
medal match and has been 
crowned World Champion 
in the Men’s 10m Air Rifle, an 
Olympic event.
The 18-year-old also emulated 
Abhinav Bindra, India’s first 
individual Olympic gold med-
allist, as a world champion in 
Men’s Air Rifle. Bindra had 
won the crown in the same 
event in Zagreb in 2006. A 
National Rifle Association of 
India (NRAI) release said the 
Thane boy shot astoundingly 
well throughout competition 
day two of the International 
Shooting Sport Federation 
(ISSF) World Championship 
Rifle/Pistol at the Egypt Inter-
national Olympic City (EIOC) 
shooting range, to not only 
win the biggest prize of his life 
till date but also a Paris 2024 
Olympics quota for his coun-
try. It was India’s second Paris 
quota in the sport of Shooting 
after Bhowneesh Mendiratta 
had won the first in the Men’s 
Trap at the Shotgun World 
Championships in Osijek, 
Croatia, which preceded the 
Cairo World Championships 
for Rifle and Pistol.

Silver medallist at the Junior 
World Championships in 
Lima last year and a gold med-
allist at the Junior World Cup 
in Suhl earlier this year, this 
was Rudrankksh’s first med-
al at the senior level. He had 
broken through to the senior 

squad in the beginning of the 
year and had registered sev-
enth and 11th-place finishes 
in the Baku and Cairo World 
Cups earlier. Rudrankksh was 
detailed in the second qualifi-
cation relay on the day and 
when he took his start, team-
mate Kiran Ankush Jadhav of 
the Indian Navy had already 
logged an impressive 630.6 in 
the first relay to lie third.

With the top eight making it 
to the next ranking round, Ru-
drankksh sizzled with a 633.9 
to top the high-quality field of 
114 shooters.

Among those whom he left 
behind on the day were leg-
ends like Yang Haoran (dou-
ble Olympic gold and double 
world champion) of China, 
reigning Olympic cham-
pion William Shanner of the 
USA, Chinese teenager and 
Tokyo Olympics silver med-
allist Lihao Sheng of China 
and Olympic medallists Ser-
hiyKulhish of Ukraine and 
Alexis Raynaud of France. 
Also left behind was team-
mate Arjun Babuta, who shot 
625.3 to finish in 22nd place. 

In the 25-shot ranking round 
broken down into five series of 
five shots each, Rudrankksh 
had a steady start moving up 
to fourth place after 10 shots 
with a score of 104.2. Compa-
triot Kiran Jadhav, who had 
also made it to the top eight 
with a sixth-place finish over-
all in qualification, bowed out 
at this stage in eighth place 
along with Raynaud, who 
finished seventh.

He shot into the lead after 
the third series of shots log-
ging 157 to be 0.1 ahead of Ital-
ian Sollazzo and 0.7 ahead of 
Yang Haoran as the fifth and 
sixth-place shooters bowed 
out, assuring India of a Paris 
quota place. Patil continued 
to shine and a 10.8 for his 19th 
and a 10.3 for the 10th meant 
that he kept the lead after the 
fourth series as well. It was 
now 0.3 over the Italian and 
a full point ahead of Lihao 
Sheng who had caught up on 
countryman Haoran.

The Italian however had a 
strong final series and wrest-
ed the lead from the Indian at 
the end of it, but Rudrankksh 
still made it to the gold round, 
finishing 0.1 ahead of Lihao, 
who settled for bronze. Ru-
drankksh finished with 261.9 
to Sollazzo’s 262.7.

The gold medal match then 
turned out to be a dogfight. 
The two shooters shoot a sin-
gle shot each and the winner 
is awarded two points while 
an equal score means they 
split a point each. The first to 
16 points wins. Rudrankksh 
and Danilo split points thrice 
in the shoot-out including in 
the first two rounds.

The countdown to the block-
buster clash of ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2022 has begun 
with India set to take on Paki-
stan in their first match of the 
tournament on October 23.

With ‘Mission Melbourne’ 
in sight, the team led by Rohit 
Sharma will look to start the 
tournament with a win over 
their arch-rivals. Speaking 
exclusively on Star Sports 
show ‘Game Plan’, former 
T20 world cup winners Gau-
tam Gambhir and Irfan Pathan 
dished out their analysis about 
India’s game against Pakistan 
and how the side can approach 
the match at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground. Gautam 
Gambhir spoke on how the 
Indian batsmen would have 

to try and keep Pakistani pace 
bowler Shaheen Shah Afridi 
at bay and what the batsmen’s 
approach should be when tak-
ing on the speedster. “When 
it comes to Shaheen Afridi, 
don’t look to survive. Look to 
score runs from him. Because 
the moment you look to sur-

vive, everything becomes re-
ally small. Whether it’s your 
backlift, whether it’s your 
footwork, and obviously, in 
T20 cricket you can’t look to 
survive. I know that he can be 
dangerous with the new ball, 
but again, irrespective, the In-
dian batters need to score more 
runs, get into better positions, 
and look to time the balls rather 
than to hit it. India will be fine 
because India has got the qual-
ity in their top 3 or 4 who can 
definitely take on Shaheen 
Shah Afridi.”

Irfan Pathan said,”Look, one 
thing is clear. When you play at 
the MCG, the straight bound-
aries are not that big. It’s the 
side boundaries that are mas-
sive. Obviously, India needs to 
be smart, especially the batting. 
Probably, it will be difficult to 
hit the side boundaries, so 

they have to play the gaps and 
probably convert the twos into 
threes and ones into twos, be-
cause running between the 
wickets will very important.”

Irfan further spoke about 
how the Indian bowlers would 
face the likes of Babar Azam 
and Mohammad Rizwan and 
how their bowlers would have 
to adjust their lengths to try 
and curb the opposition. “Don’t 
give them any width whatsoev-
er, especially Rizwan, because 
he’s the guy who takes the 
Powerplay on his shoulders. 
Just try to get the pace going. 
Babar takes his time. So, you 
need to be aware of those situ-
ations and those batters. First 
of all, the line has to be on the 
stumps, with tight lines. And 
with both batters, the length 
changes slightly, “ said former 
India pacer Irfan Pathan.

“When it comes to Rizwan, 
you can afford to bowl more 
fuller. You can try to hit him 
beneath the knee roll. This is 
where your line and length 
can be. And when it comes to 
Babar Aazam, you need to get 
him out leg before wicket, but 
your aim should not be on his 
front leg, it should be behind 
his leg because he’s slightly 
open. See, you need to make 
that kind of planning. This 
is where Arshdeep and Bhu-
vaneshwar Kumar come in 
with that in-swinging deliv-
ery. We need to be aware that 
Pakistan are not very good 
with spin bowling. So, you 
need to keep an eye whether 
you can give one odd over to 
spinners in the Powerplay. I’ll 
be very tempted to see what the 
team management is doing,” 
he added. 

RUDRANKKSH WINS 10M AIR RIFLE GOLD, 
BOOKS QUOTA FOR PARIS OLYMPICS

DON’T LOOK TO SURVIVE, LOOK TO SCORE RUNS AGAINST SHAHEEN AFRIDI: GAMBHIR
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MASSIVE BLOW

SHAMI REPLACES INJURED BUMRAH IN 
INDIA’S ICC T20 WORLD CUP 2022 SQUAD
The All-India Senior 

Selection Committee 
has named Moham-

med Shami as Jasprit Bum-
rah’s replacement in India’s 
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 
2022 squad. Shami has 
reached Australia and will 
link up with the squad in 
Brisbane ahead of the warm-
up matches.

Shami has not played T20I 
cricket since last year’s edi-
tion of the ICC T20 World 
Cup in November 2021. 
After recovering from CO-

VID-19, he has been train-
ing at the National Cricket 
Academy in Bengaluru. 
This bout of the virus had 
kept him out of white-ball 

series against Australia 
and South Africa at home. 
He last featured in a com-
petitive cricket match dur-
ing India’s tour of England 

back in July. Jasprit Bumrah 
suffering a stress reaction 
during the T20I leg of the 
series against South Africa 
was a massive blow to Team 
India ahead of the ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup 2022. Mo-
hammed Siraj and Shardul 
Thakur have been named 
backups and will travel to 
Australia shortly.

At the ICC competition, In-
dia is in Group 2 with Paki-
stan, Bangladesh, South 
Africa and two qualifiers.

Following their October 
23 encounter against Paki-
stan at the MCG, they will 
play on October 27, against a 

qualifier in Sydney, on Octo-
ber 30, against South Africa 
in Perth, on November 2, 
against Bangladesh in Ad-
elaide, and on November 6. 
(vs qualifier in Melbourne).

India squad for ICC T20 
World Cup: Rohit Shar-
ma (Captain), KL Rahul 
(vice-captain), Virat Kohli, 
Suryakumar Yadav, Deepak 
Hooda, Rishabh Pant (wick-
et-keeper), Dinesh Karthik 
(wicket-keeper), Hardik 
Pandya, R. Ashwin, Yuz-
vendra Chahal, Axar Patel, 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Har-
shal Patel, Arshdeep Singh 
and Mohammed Shami.
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Mohammed Shami.

Indian teenager Rudrankksh 
Balasaheb Patil

Shaheen Afridi
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WOMEN’S CRICKET HERCULEAN EFFORT

Indian women’s cricket team will 
look to record its seventh Asia 
Cup title, while Sri Lanka will eye 

its maiden cup on Saturday when 
the two teams lock horns at the Syl-
het International Cricket Stadium in 
Bangladesh.

India have made it to the eighth final 
of the Asia Cup with six titles to their 
name until now. Bangladesh have 
won it once with no other team win-
ning it ever. India have dominated the 
Asia Cup since its inception in 2004. 
Sri Lanka stole a one-run victory over 
Pakistan on Thursday to fix the title 
clash with India.

The Indian team defeated Thailand 
by a huge margin of 74 runs where 
Shafali Verma starred with the bat to 
take India to a 148-run total.

Sri Lanka have a tall task ahead, 
with the team playing its first Asia 
Cup Final. The team played six match-
es in the league stage of the Asia Cup, 
winning four of them. India and Paki-
stan handed defeats to the Sri Lankan 
team during their league stages.

India topped the table of the Asia 
Cup League stages as it lost just one 
game during its entire league journey. 

The team came second to Pakistan in 
its fourth league game.

India will look at Jemimah Ro-
drigues (Asia Cup’s leading run-
scorer with 215 runs) and Shafali 
Verma in their batting department 
as the batters have been in excellent 
form in the tournament and have 
scored more than 200 runs each. The 

team will also rely on Deepti Sharma’s 
all-around skills to help India seal a 
seventh Asia Cup. Deepti has picked 
up 13 wickets in the tournament while 
also making useful contributions with 
the bat.

Sri Lanka will look at Harshith Sa-
marawickrama to score important 
runs for the team while the bowling 

department’s onus will lie on Inoka 
Ranaweera who was the Player of 
the Match in the semi-finals against 
Pakistan.

India are clearly the favourite if the 
head-to-head records of the last five 
matches are any indication. Sri Lanka 
have lost four of the last five matches 
against India, winning only one.
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NATIONAL GAMES REGAINS PRIDE OF 
PLACE IN MIND SPACE OF ATHLETES

She caught attention in 2019 when 
she won the All India senior rank-
ing tournament and All India Junior 
Ranking tournament. In 2022 when 
she played her first BWF Super 500 
tournament she beat ace Indian shut-
tler Saina Nehwal, and grabbed lime 
light. In National Games 2022, she 
reached finals and gave a tough ride 
to her opponent Aakarshi Kashyap 
in the second set and secured a silver 
for herself. 

We spoke to Malvika Bansod, the 
Indian shuttler exclusively. Below 
are the excerpts.

Q. How did it feel to represent your 
state in National Games and clinching 
silver medal?

A. I felt very proud and happy to 
represent my state Maharashtra and 
win a Bronze for the team event and 
a silver in the individual event at the 
36th National Games.

Q. Malvika you gave a good fight to 
Aakarshi Kashyap in the second and the 
deciding set. What sparked you that you 
showed a drastic comeback in the second 
set?

A. I had a great run till finals but 
as I had represented my team in the 

team event as well in both QF and 
SF ties, I was tired in the finals and 
couldn’t give my 100 percent. But I’m 
still proud of my performance. 

Yes, I got into the flow of the game 
as the match progressed, and I had 
my chances in the second game, but 
hard luck prevailed.

Q. How are the preparations going on 
for the Asian games and Paris Olympics?

A. Preparations for the Asian 
Games and Paris Olympics are going 
on well, I have cracked into the top 
50 of the world, being no. 41 at the 
moment, just behind Saina Nehwal 
and P.V. Sindhu. I hope to continue 
my rise the same way forward.

Q. How was the experience playing 
at National Games as your fellow sports 
personas had really some good things to 
say about the event?

A. This was my first National 
Games and I had a wonderful experi-
ence there in Surat. The 36th Nation-
al Games were so well organized, so 
well planned. The entire staff was so 
well equipped, punctual and helpful. 
The stadiums and players lounges 
were always well stocked with nec-
essary supplies required for players. 
I had a wonderful time in Gujarat 
and absolutely loved the vibe and the 
enthusiasm of the entire team there 
along with that of the young student 
audience!!

Q. How do you find Gujarat and Gu-
jaratis?

A. Gujarat is absolutely a wonder-
ful state, so well planned and Gujara-
tis are so hospitable.
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Preparations for the Asian Games and Paris 
Olympics are going on well: Malvika Bansod

GRABBING LIMELIGHT

As the dust settled down 
over the 36th National 
Games and the multiple 
venues in six cities fell si-
lent, it was abundantly clear 
that, with a Herculean effort, 
Team Gujarat helped the 
National Games regain the 
pride of place in the coun-
try’s sporting firmament.

Many experienced athletes 
had given up hope that they 
could compete in a multi-dis-
cipline event at home and the 
younger ones were unaware 
of the joys of taking part in 
the National Games. Gujarat 
gave them the experience to 
remember and cherish. Any 
fears that the National Games 
was becoming less relevant 
to the athletes were quickly 
consigned to the sidelines 
with the participation of 
many top guns across 35 
disciplines ranging from 
Aquatics and Athletics to 
Mallakhambh and Yogasana, 
from Badminton and Boxing 
to Wrestling and Weightlift-
ing.

Many wonderful memories 
were made in the National 
Games as 382 gold among 
a total of 1249 medals were 

won by athletes from 32 
teams, with Services topping 
the charts for the fourth time 
in a row.

Services won the Raja 
Bhalindra Singh Trophy 
with 61 gold, 35 silver and 32 
bronze for a total of 129 med-
als from 19 disciplines. The 
magnitude of their achieve-
ment can be felt when one 
considers that all medals but 
one came from male athletes. 
With Services opening the 
doors to women athletes, this 
scenario can change sooner 
than later.

The battle between Maha-
rashtra and Haryana for the 
Best State Trophy was very 
engaging, too. Maharash-

tra’s 39 gold, 38 silver and 
63 bronze for a total of 140 
medals came from a broad 
sweep of 28 disciplines while 
Haryana fell back on 23 dis-
ciplines to garner 38 gold, 38 
silver and 40 bronze for their 
total of 116.

Viewed purely for the dom-
ination of one sport, Hary-
ana’s 12 gold in Wrestling 
and Services’ 11 in Athletics 
faded before the 19 gold that 
Karnataka claimed in Aquat-
ics. Besides such battles at the 
top, it was heart-warming to 
watch a team like Jammu and 
Kashmir make their presence 
felt with six medals from 
Wushu towards the end of 
the Games.

EXPRESSING CONFIDENCE

With less than 100 days to 
go for the FIH Odisha Men’s 
Hockey World Cup Bhu-
baneswar-Rourkela 2023, 
the anticipation to witness 
the world’s best hockey play-
ers at one of the world’s most 
preferred hockey destinations 
- Odisha, is only increasing by 
each passing day.

Former captain and coach 
Vasudevan Baskaran said 
that the upcoming FIH Men’s 
Hockey World Cup will be a 
great chance for the Indian 
team to perform well and 
finish their campaign on the 
podium. The Silver-medal 
winner from the 1973 World 
Cup believes India can fin-
ish on the podium in Odisha 
this January, urges Manpreet 
& Co. to cross the first hurdle 
against Spain to build momen-
tum “I think many of them 
were surprised to see us do 

two warm-ups. The weather 
in Amstelveen was very cold 
and we really wanted to avoid 
injuries, so Jagmohan our fit-
ness trainer would make us 
do two sessions of warm-up,” 
Hockey India quoted Bas-
karan as saying.

Although India lost the Final 
2-4 in penalties to hosts Neth-
erlands after a 2-2 draw in the 
regulation time, it was this 
match against Pakistan that 
would be recounted as one of 
the best.

“I remember Tanvir Dhar, 
the great Pakistani defender 
asking me in our team hotel - 
have you come to do running 
or play hockey. It was a case of 
being so near, yet so far. We 
saw the Cup slipping from our 
hands, but surely, the Semi Fi-
nal against Pakistan would be 
one of the best clashes in the 
history of the game. India has 
a great chance to finish on the 
podium in Odisha,” He said.

With rich experience at the 
Olympic Games and a Bronze 

medal in the inaugural edition 
of the World Cup in Barcelona 
Spain, India was upbeat to 
bring home the Cup. India’s 
campaign got off to a smooth 
start, with 0-0 draw against 
West Germany, 4-0 win 
against Kenya, 1-1 draw against 
New Zealand and 2-0 win 
against Spain. It was, however, 
the Semi Final match against 
Pakistan that Baskaran felt 
was the most memorable from 
the tournament.

“The emotions were so high. 
The Indo-Pak war of 1971 was 
fresh in everyone’s mind. Har-
charan Singh and Harmik 
Singh were from Pathankot 
and they had seen the effects of 
that war quite closely, so natu-
rally, we had that urge to win 
against them. The tempo was 
high and interestingly enough, 
the Netherlands crowd turned 
up in big numbers to support 
us,” recalled Baskaran, Cap-
tain of the Indian Team that 
won the gold at the Moscow 

Olympic Games in 1980.
“It was a battle of equals; we 

had the best forward line and 
they had incredible defenders. 
Surjit Singh played his heart 
out in that game because there 
were some tense moments 
against Pakistan. But it was 
that goal by PB Govinda in 
the 62nd minute that put us 
in the Final. A beautiful pass 
from Ajit Pal Singh to Govinda 
who flicked the ball to the left 
of the corner, a goal like that on 
a thick grass pitch was simply 
magical.”

Expressing his confidence 
in the Indian team, Baskaran 
said, “I believe they can defi-
nitely finish on the podium in 
Odisha this time. They should 
move on from the CWG Final 
loss to Australia and ride on 
the confidence they gained 
from the Tokyo Olympic 
Games. The team is in the good 
hands of Graham Reid and the 
support staff. I believe they 
have a sure shot at a medal.”
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GREAT CHANCE FOR INDIAN HOCKEY TEAM TO FINISH ON 
PODIUM IN WORLD CUP: VASUDEVAN BASKARAN
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UNBEATEN KNOCK

SAN DIEGO OPEN

Mohammad Nawaz stars as Pakistan beat New 
Zealand by 5 wickets to claim T20 Tri-Series

Iga Swiatek beats Zheng Qinwen to 
set Coco Gauff clash in quarterfinals

Mohammad Nawaz’s un-
beaten knock of 38 helped 
Pakistan defeat New Zea-
land by five wickets in the 
tri-series final at Hagley 
Oval in Christchurch on 
Friday.

This victory for Pakistan 
before the T20 World Cup 
is going to boost their mo-
rale. Haider Ali scored 31 
runs in 15 balls with the 
help of three fours and 
two sixes and Moham-
mad Nawaz played an un-
beaten knock of 38 off 22 
balls. Apart from this, If-
tikhar Ahmed also played 
an innings of 25 not out off 
14 balls.

Chasing a target of 164, 
Pakistan got off to a de-
cent start as their openers 
Mohammad Rizwan and 
Babar Azam scored 28 
runs under 4 overs. How-
ever, Michael Bracewell 
sent Azam back to the pa-
vilion after scoring just 15 
runs off 14 deliveries.

Shan Masood then came 
out to bat on the crease, 

but was unable to make a 
big score and departed for 
19 runs. Michael Brace-
well bagged his second 
wicket of the innings as 
he dismissed Masood in 
the 11th over of the innings 
and in the very next over, 
Ish Sodhi dismissed Mo-
hammad Rizwan.

The 56-run partnership 
stand for the fourth wicket 
between Haider Ali and 
Mohammad Nawaz came 
to an end in the 16th over 
as Tim Southee removed 
Ali. Nawaz continued the 
carnage as he hammered 
Ish Sodhi for 25 runs, 
smashing three sixes. Pak-
istan lost two wickets put-
ting the hosts under some 
pressure. Nawaz took the 

equation down to 11 runs 
from 12 balls. In the last 
over of the match the Men 
in Green only needed four 
runs and Iftikhar Ahmed 
closed the match with a 
huge six to lift the T20 Tri-
Series trophy.

Earlier, captain Kane 
Williamson played a 
magnificent knock of 59 
as New Zealand posted a 
total of 163/7 in 20 overs 
against Pakistan in the fi-
nal of the tri-series.

Brief score: New Zealand 
163/7 (Kane Williamson 
59, Glenn Phillips 29; Ha-
ris Rauf 2-22) vs Pakistan 
168/5 (Mohammad Nawaz 
38*, Mohammad Rizwan 
34; Michael Bracewell 
2-14) 

World No.1 Iga Swiatek opened her San 
Diego Open campaign with a 6-4, 4-6, 6-1 
victory over No.28 Zheng Qinwen.

The Polish star will face No.8 Coco Gauff 
in the quarterfinals on Friday. Playing her 
first match since the Ostrava final, Swi-
atek survived both the rainy conditions 
and Zheng’s heavy power-hitting game to 
earn her tour-leading 61st win of the year. 
San Diego will be her 12th quarterfinal of 
the season, also a tour-leading mark.

With strong baseline play, absorbing 
Zheng’s fast pace, and courtcraft to cre-
ate space on the court, Swiatek won the 
first set. Zheng won the second set to tie 
the match at a set apiece.

At 1-0 in the third set, Zheng was 
awarded a breakpoint, but Swiatek saved 
it with just her second ace of the match. 
To take the lead 2-1, Swiatek continued to 
hold and broke Zheng for the first time 
since the first set. Swiatek broke again 
once she had the advantage and handled 
her serve to secure the victory.

“Qinwen, has a different game style be-
cause she’s playing topspin on her fore-

hand and the ball is flying pretty high. 
So today I had to adjust to that. But over-
all, the first matches of any tournament 
is about adjusting to the conditions we 
have here,” WTA.com quoted Swiatek 
as saying.

On the other hand, Gauff came through 
a tough battle against Bianca Andreescu, 
coming back from a breakdown in the 
third set to win 6-4, 4-6, 6-3.

INDIA EYE 7TH ASIA CUP TITLE, 
SL LOOK FOR MAIDEN TROPHY
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