
After 22 years the 
Congress is all set 
to witness a contest 

for the president post on 
Monday with senior party 
leaders Mallikarjun Kharge 
and Shashi Tharoor pitted 
against each other to lead the 
party with new vigour so as 
to fulfil the aim of defeating 
the Bharatiya Janata Party in 
2024 Lok Sabha polls. 

The voting will be done 

between 10 am and 4 pm, 
with the results will be de-
clared on 19 October. “The 
delegates from all states 
will vote at their respective 
polling stations with a ‘tick’ 
mark for the candidate they 
support. Arrangements have 
been made for smooth poll-
ing,” said Central Election 
Authority Chairman of Con-
gress Madhusudan Mistry. 

“Ballot boxes will reach 
Delhi on Oct 18 & counting 
of votes will be done on Octo-
ber 19. Polling booth set up at 

AICC as well, where over 50 
people will vote. The whole 
polling process will be fair & 
free, no doubt about that,’ he 
added. 

It is not the first time that a 
non-Gandhi leader is contest-
ing for the party presidency 
post-Independence, Jitendra 
Prasad contested for the post 
of president about 22 years 
ago against Sonia Gandhi in 
which Sonia emerged as a 
winner holding the mantle 
of the party for 20 years. 

Sonia Gandhi is the longest-

serving president of the par-
ty, having held the office for 
over twenty years from 1998 
to 2017 and since 2019. 

This time no member of the 
Gandhi family is contesting 
for the post of President. 
This is the sixth time in its 
nearly 137-year-old history 
that polls will be held to elect 
the President of the party. In 
the 2017 elections, Rahul 
Gandhi became the president 
unopposed. 

“There’s no problem with 
our ideology but I want to 

bring a change in our way of 
work... Mallikarjun Kharge 
is an experienced leader, if 
he wins, we’ll work in co-
operation naturally,” Con-
gress Presidential candidate 
Shashi Tharoor said ahead of 
the polls on Monday. 

Kharge, “It’s my duty to 
strengthen the organisation 
and fight vindictive policies 
of BJP-RSS, they’re divid-
ing the country on basis of 
religion; they’re dividing 
the backwards, scheduled 
castes, minorities. They see 

everything through an elec-
tion point of view.” 

“We’ve to fight from par-
liament to street. It’s difficult 
as unemployment& infla-
tion are there, GDP growth 
is falling, value of rupee is 
going down, petrol-diesel & 
essential commodities’ prices 
are going up,’ he added. 

More than nine thousand 
delegates will vote in this 
election.The state from which 
the delegate belongs will have 
to go to the Congress head-
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Delegates from all states to vote to elect the president of the grand old party. 

The key Chinese Commu-
nist Party (CCP) Congress 
on Sunday began with the 
presence of the Chinese mil-
itary commander, Qi Fabao, 
injured in the Galwan Valley 
clash with Indian troops in 
June, 2020. The 20th Na-
tional Congress was inaugu-
rated by President Xi Jinping 
who addressed nearly 2,300 
delegates and invitees at the 
opening ceremony. 

Qi Fabao was one of the 

304 delegates from the 
People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) and People’s Armed 
Police chosen to attend the 
all-important meeting of 
the party.

A video clip from the Gal-
wan clash was screened 
at the meeting. The video 
showcased CCP’s feats, a 
small portion of which had 
the Galwan Valley footage. 

The image showed the PLA 
Commander Qi Fabao, 
standing with his arms out-
stretched facing Indian sol-
diers, an image that Chinese 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah, in a first-of-its-kind 
step in the country, on Sun-
day, launched the Hindi ver-
sion of MBBS course books 
here. While launching it, 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah called the day a histor-
ic one which will be written 
in golden words in India’s 
history. 
“Today is a very important 
day for the education sec-
tor of India. Whenever his-
tory will be written in the 
coming days, this day will 
be written in golden letters. 
Through the New Educa-

tion Policy, PM Modi has 
given more emphasis to the 
mother tongue of students. 
This is a historic decision. 
Now under Modi Ji you can 
avail higher education in 
any language as per your 
comfort,” Shah said. 

Madhya Pradesh is the 
first state to start the MBBS 
course in the Hindi lan-
guage in the country. Ini-
tially, three subjects have 
been selected to be studied 
in Hindi which includes 
Anatomy, Physiology and 
Biochemistry. A team of 97 
experts have been working 
on the preparation of books 
for the last 232 days at Gan-
dhi Medical College, Bhopal. 

They have been translating 
the book from English to 
Hindi. 

An expert involved in the 
project, “It was not an easy 
task but we prepared it in 
very easy language. We 
have prepared it so that it 
will be helpful in the studies 
of the students,” an expert 
involved in the translation 
told ANI.

The expert further said 
the new edition of Medical 
Biochemistry contains the 
application of some new 
chapters which include 
Sodium, Potassium, Water 
Homeostasis, Biochemis-
try Techniques, Radiation, 

A woman in Afghanistan’s 
Ghor province died by sui-
cide before Taliban forces 
could kill her for running 
away from home, local media 
reported citing local Taliban. 

According to Khaama Press, 

the Taliban planned to stone 
the woman, who ran away 
from home with a married 
man, on Friday, but before 
that, she took her life to avoid 
public humiliation. The man 
with whom the woman 
ran away from home was 
executed on Thursday, 13 
October, the officials added. 

Abdul Rahman, the acting 
spokesperson for the pro-
vincial police chief of the 
Taliban for Ghor, said that 
the woman was sentenced 
to publicly stoning due to 
the lack of a women’s pris-
on, Khaama Press reported. 
According to the Taliban 
security official, the wom-

an strangled herself with a 
scarf, ending her life before 
receiving the punishment. 
The reports of women 
running away from home 
have recently increased in 
different provinces of the 
country, while the Taliban 
government has determined 

MoTher, son 
Kill faTher in 
TaMil nadu 
TUTICORIN: A shock-
ing incident has 
emerged from Tuti-
corin district of Tamil 
Nadu, where a mother 
and son have killed 
the father brutally and 
burned his body in 
the nearby forest. On 
Sunday morning, a 
body was found in the 
forest area of Kovilpatti 
in Tuticorin district, 
where the local police 
immediately rushed 
to the spot and sent 
the body to the nearby 
government hospital 
for examination. Dur-
ing the investigation 
it was revealed that 
the person who was 
killed and burnt was 
Gnanasekaar, a fish 
selling trader.   As per 
the locals, a brawl 
took place between 
husband and wife on 
Saturday night as the 
wife suspected that 
Gnanasekaar had 
an affair with other 
women. The police 
have arrested the 
three family members. 

iCC To allow 
Covid PosiTive 
Players To Play 
CANbeRRA: The ICC 
in a major announce-
ment has confirmed 
that players who test 
positive for Covid-19 
will be permitted to 
play T20 World Cup 
matches. 
The ICC stated that 
if a player contracts 
Covid-19, there won’t 
be any required testing 
during the competition 
or isolation time.

top of the day

The girls at Muzaffarpur MDDM College 
who took a Central Selection Council 
Constable Recruitment exam on Sunday 
created a ruckus when they were asked 
to remove their Hijab for checking Blue-

tooth in the ear and also alleged that the 
male teacher tried to take advantage in 
the garb of checking. 

The girl students said, “During the ex-
amination, the male teacher first asked 
us to remove the hijab to check the Blue-
tooth in the ear and took advantage in the 

name of religion. Angry students further 
said that when they protested, the teach-
ers asked them to submit their answer 
sheets and leave the examination room. 

Principal of MDDM College Prof (Dr) 

In the wake of Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) sum-
moning Delhi Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia for 
questioning in the alleged 
excise policy corruption case, 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
MLA Saurabh Bhardwaj on 
Sunday claimed that Sisodia 

“will be arrested tomorrow”. 
He also tried to draw par-

allels between the CBI sum-
moning Sisodia with the 
upcoming Gujarat elections. 
According to Bhardwaj, the 

Bharatiya Janata Party is 
scared of AAP in Gujarat as 
it is competing with them. 
“CBI has summoned Manish 
Sisodia and will arrest him 
tomorrow. It has been al-
leged that a huge scam of Rs 
10,000 crore has taken place 
and for that CBI and ED (En-
forcement Directorate) have 
raided at atleast 500 places so 
far. CBI raided Sisodia’s resi-
dence for 14 hours, but they 
could not find anything,” said 
AAP MLA Saurabh Bhard-
waj. 
“This is directly linked with 
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Addressing the crucial meet, President 
Xi Jinping says China will modernize 
military to world-class standards. 

With an aim to promote financial inclusion, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Sunday dedicated 75 Digital Banking 
Units (DBUs) to the nation. The DBUs will enable custom-
ers to have cost-effective, convenient access and enhanced 
digital experience of banking products and services all 
through the year.

DBUs will be brick-and-mortar outlets which will pro-
vide a variety of digital banking facilities to people such as 
the opening of savings accounts, balance-check, printing 
passbooks, transfer of funds, investment in fixed deposits, 
loan applications, stop-payment instructions for cheques 
issued, applications for credit and debit cards, tax and bill 
payment and nominations, said a PMO statement.  

Speaking on the occasion, PM Modi said the 75 Digi-
tal Banking Units will fur- P2P2
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Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah El-Sisi urged India 
to increase the turnover of 
trade and also said that the 
current revenue was not 
enough, External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar stated. 
Addressing the India-Egypt 
Business Forum, Jaishan-
kar said “I had the honor to 
call on the President. Our 
two colleagues spoke refer-
ring to a trade turnover of 
a certain point to billion 
dollars. Presidency Sisi 
told me he doesn’t think it’s 
enough. So, he urged us, 
saying, find ways of increas-
ing it.” Jaishankar further 

said that one of the ways 
to expand in business is to 
focus on the impediments. 
“See what are the market 
access issues that we both 
faced? Look at the possibili-
ties of investments which 
could either go which has 
production implications for 
third countries and other 
regions or even by-back 
prosperities,” Jaishankar 
said during the meeting. 
Talking about the wheat 
agreement that took place 
between India and Egypt, 
Jaishankar said, “This 
year, is the first year after 
a gap or perhaps the first 
year ever that Egypt has 
bought wheat from India. 
But unfortunately, for us, 

it turned out to be a diffi-
cult year weather-wise for 
agriculture, and therefore 
some value substantial ini-
tial supply was not some-
thing we could continue.” 
Jaishankar also said that 
there is a lesson that for 
Egypt sourcing from India 
is de-risking of food sup-
ply which was otherwise 
very, very dependent on 
very narrow geographies.” 
Jaishankar, who is on a two-
day official trip to Egypt for 
his first bilateral visit, held 
discussions with Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah El-
Sisi today and highlighted 
India’s commitment to the 
success of COP27 under the 
Egyptian presidency.
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kharge vs tharoor: after 22 
years Congress votes for non-
gandhi Chief on monday

t o  s t o n e 
them to death or 
publicly flog them. 
This comes after 

the Taliban imposed sev-
eral restrictions on women. 
Starting with placing restric-
tions on education. The fe-
male students above grade 
six were banned from go-
ing to school, according to 
Khaama Press.

The Taliban regime which 
took over Kabul in August 
last year has curtailed 
women’s rights and free-
doms, with women largely 
excluded from the work-
force due to the economic 
crisis and restrictions. 

As a result, women and 
girls in Afghanistan are 
facing a human rights crisis, 
deprived of the fundamen-
tal rights to non-discrim-
ination, education, work, 
public participation, and 
health.

Even taxi drivers and 
other urban transportation 
services were forbidden 
from picking up and drop-
ping off women without 
a Mahram by the Taliban 
and imposed decree against 
the women’s dress code 
was issued after a month. 
Around 80 per cent of 
women working in the me-
dia have lost their jobs, and 

almost 18 million women 
in the country are strug-
gling for health, education, 
and social rights. Many 
women, particularly those 
who worked in security 
agencies, lost their jobs af-
ter the Islamic Emirate was 
re-established.

The United Nations As-
sistance Mission in Af-
ghanistan (UNAMA) re-
leased a report in August, 
outlining the human rights 
situation in Afghanistan 
since the Taliban takeover. 
The reports summarized 
UNAMA’s findings with 
regard to the protection 
of civilians, extrajudicial 

killings, torture and ill-
treatment, arbitrary arrests 
and detentions, the rights 
of women and girls in Af-
ghanistan, fundamental 
freedoms, and the situation 
in places of detention.
Amid this, the rehiring of 

women officers comes as a 
ray of hope for the women 
facing several severe chal-
lenges in the country.

Some female police forces 
urged the Islamic Emirate 
to allow more women to 
work in government insti-
tutions. “We ask the Islamic 
Emirate to let all the wom-
en return to their jobs,” said 
Mashoqa, a police officer. 

Woman dies by suicide in 
Afghanistan before Taliban 
could stone her 

egyPtian President urges to 
inCrease trade turnover with 
india: jaishankar

quarters of 
that state and vote. 
Apart from the 
Congress head-

quarters in the states, the 
voting facilities will also be 
available at the party’s cen-
tral headquarters at 24 Ak-
bar Road. 

In Delhi, those delegates 
can cast their vote who 
have obtained prior per-
mission from the Central 
Election Authority to cast 
their vote in Delhi in-
stead of their own state. 
Congress Working Commit-
tee members including Sonia 
Gandhi, Manmohan Singh 
and Priyanka Gandhi and 
some senior leaders will vote 
in the booth at the Congress 
headquarters. 

About 40 delegates in-
volved in the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra, including Rahul Gan-
dhi, will be able to cast their 
vote in the camp itself. A poll-
ing station is being set up at 
the Sanganakallu campsite 
in Bellary. 

While the two contestants 
Shashi Tharoor and Mal-

likarjun Kharge will cast 
their votes in their respective 
state’s headquarters Triven-
dram and Bengaluru 

After voting, the ballot box-
es from all the states will be 
brought back to Delhi where 
the results will be announced 
after the counting of votes on 
19 October. 

Kanupriya said, “The 
examination was going on 
in the college and many girl 
students were sitting in the 

examination hall carrying mobiles. After 
this the teachers asked students to de-

posit the mobile and started conducting 
the search. Meanwhile, a student refused 
this and came out of the examination 
hall in a rage”. 
“Neither the centre superintendent 
nor the student made any complaints 

to her regarding the whole matter. On 
the contrary, giving a religious form to 
the whole matter, the students tried to 
create a controversy by linking it with 
religion, which is quite embarrassing,” 
said the principal.

military 
propaganda has 
widely circulated 
since the Galwan 

clash. The image of Fabao 
was widely circulated by the 
Chinese propaganda media, 
where he could be seen with 
his arms outstretched facing 
Indian soldiers. 

Later, at the twice-a-decade 
meeting of the communist 
party, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping vowed to further 
modernize the country’s 
military in line with goals 
for the centenary of the PLA  
in 2027. 

Xi expressed the desire to 
quickly elevate the people’s 
armed forces to world-class 
standards for building a 
modern socialist country. 

“We will strengthen Party 
building across the board 
in the people’s armed forces 
to ensure that they always 
obey the Party’s command,” 
Xi was quoted as saying by 

Xinhua. 
The Party will improve 

the institutions and mecha-
nisms for implementing the 
system of ultimate responsi-
bility resting with the chair-
man of the Central Military 
Commission, he said.  

Xi said China has also 
waged a major struggle 
against Taiwan separatism 
and is determined and able 
to oppose territorial integrity.  

On the self-governed is-
land of Taiwan, he said, “In 
response to separatist ac-
tivities aimed at Taiwan 
independence and gross 
provocations of external in-
terference in Taiwan affairs, 
we have resolutely fought 
against separatism and 
countered interference.”

He said that China has 
demonstrated their resolve 
and ability to safeguard 

“China’s sovereignty and to 
oppose “Taiwan’s indepen-
dence.”

Asked to remove Hijab at exam 
centre, girls create ruckus in bihar 

at Communist Party 
Congress, China Plays 
galwan valley video 

After CBI summons, 
AAP claims ‘Sisodia to 
be arrested on Monday’

TDG NeTwork 
Cairo

Gujarat 
elections as AAP 
competes with 
the BJP there and 
hence is scared. 

Manish Sisodia will be arrest-
ed to stop his programmes 
but the AAP will only grow 
stronger,” he added. 

Bhardwaj further men-
tioned that he is confident 
about Sisodia’s arrest be-
cause the same drill has it 
happened earlier when AAP 
leaders were called for ques-
tioning and then arrested. 
 
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia was sum-
moned by CBI on Sunday. 

“It has called me to the head-
quarters at 11 am tomorrow 
after raiding my house for 
14 hours and searching bank 
account and even my village 
where they could not find 
anything,” he said in a tweet 
in Hindi before leaving for 
the agency office. 

In August, the enforcement 
agencies conducted searches 
on Delhi deputy chief minis-
ter Manish Sisodia’s official 
residence among several 
other places in connection 
with the alleged corruption 
in the implementation of 
Delhi’s excise policy. Sisodia, 
who is in charge of the excise 
department, has been under 
the scanner for alleged delib-
erate and gross procedural 
lapses which provided un-

due benefits to the tender 
process for liquor licensees 
for the year 2021-22. 

Sisodia is believed to have 
executed decisions in viola-
tion of the statutory provi-
sions of the Excise Policy, 
which could have huge fi-
nancial implications. Such 

“undue financial favours” to 
the liquor licensees after 
the deadline for awarding 
tenders caused huge losses 
to the exchequer, sources 
earlier claimed.

Sisodia was among 15 oth-
ers booked in an FIR filed by 
the CBI in August including 
then Excise Commissioner 
Arva Gopi Krishna, Deputy 

Commissioner Anand Ti-
wari and Assistant Com-
missioner Pankaj Bhatnagar. 

The ED and the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) had alleged that ir-
regularities were committed 
while modifying the Excise 
Policy, undue favours were 
extended to licence holders, 
the licence fee was waived 
or reduced and the L-1 li-
cence was extended without 
the competent authority’s 
approval. The beneficiaries 
diverted “illegal” gains to 
the accused officials and 
made false entries in their 
books of account to evade 
detection.

Radioiso-
topes and 

Environmental 
Pollutants and 
Toxins. 

Besides, several new line 
diagrams, tables and text 
boxes have been added to 
make information more 
memorable. 

Similarly in the Anatomy 
edition, new chapters of 
surface anatomy have been 
added in both abdomen 
and lower limb sections. 
New line diagrams, CT’s 
and MRI’s diagram tables 
and flow charts are added 
to increase the retention of 
knowledge. 

ther financial in-
clusion and significantly 
improve the banking ex-
perience for the citizens. 

DBUs are a step towards making the 
life of the common man simple. He said 
DBU is a system ensuring maximum 
services with minimum digital infra-
structure. 

“Digital Banking Units are significant 
in the ongoing campaign to simplify 
the lives of common people. It is a spe-
cial banking facility that will provide 
maximum services through minimum 
digital infrastructure. 

hese services will be free of paper-
work and other hassles. 

These will have facilities as well as 
strong digital banking security,” he 
said. 

He said the central government has 
worked on two fronts simultaneously-
first, improving the banking system, 
strengthening it and bringing trans-

parency; and secondly, financial in-
clusion. 

Prime Minister said banking today 
surpassed financial transactions and 
has established itself as an example of 
good governance and better service de-
livery medium. 

Today this system has become an 
engine for growth for MSMEs and 
private institutions. 

“Banking sector has become a me-
dium of good governance and better 
service delivery. JAM trinity ( Jan 
Dhan, Aadhar and Mobile) has sig-
nificantly helped curb corruption. 
UPI has opened up new possibilities 
for India,” he said. 

Prime Minister said the central 
government has given top priority to 
ensuring that banking services reach 
the last mile. 

He said, “We decided that banks 
themselves will go to the doorsteps 
of the poor. For this, we had to first 

reduce the distance between the poor 
and banks. We reduced the physical 
distance as well as the psychological 
distance. We gave the highest priority 
to taking banks to remote areas.” 

“Today, more than 99 per cent of 
villages in India have either a bank 
branch, banking outlet or Banking 
Mitra within 5 km. 

Today, the number of bank branches 
for every one lakh adult population in 
the country is more than countries like 
Germany, China and South Africa,” 
PM added. 

PM Modi said International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) appreciated India’s 
digital banking infrastructure. “The 
credit goes to India’s poor, farmers 
and workers who accepted new tech-
niques bravely and made it a part of 
their lives. When financial participa-
tion connects to digital participation, 
a new world of possibilities opens,” 
he said.
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ChaCh-vatija 
unity in uP
after the death of Netaji 
Mulayam Singh Yadav, 
SP chief akhilesh Yadav 
and PSPL chief Shivpal 
Yadav seem to be in 
great unity once again. 
The big question is 
whether this frater-
nity is internal too or 
not. Shivpal Yadav has 
given a big hint about 
his nephew, akhilesh 
Yadav, saying that he 
wants to take everyone 
along and follow the di-
rection shown by his el-
der brother. He said that 
he saw the reflection 
of Netaji in akhilesh. 
akhilesh now faces the 
challenge of keeping 
both the party and his 
family together. He also 
has to ensure that his 
elders like Shivpal do 
not turn hostile.  as the 
ties between akhilesh 
and Shivpal move on, 
it will have a powerful 
impact on the politics 
of UP and the results of 
2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions might turn out to 
favour SP. 

kCr: more than 
a regional 
leader?
Targeting the 2024 par-
liamentary elections, 
Telangana Chief Minis-
ter K Chandrashekhar 
rao affirmed that his 
party’s success in 
winning the support of 
women, farmers, and 
marginalised groups 
with various welfare 
schemes can be rep-
licated at the national 
level. He has defined 
himself as a pro-farmer 
leader by helping the 
kin of farmers from 
Delhi and Punjab who 
lost their lives in the 
2020-21 farmer agita-
tions. By announcing 
a national party, KCr 
has depicted himself as 
more than a regional 
leader. This will also 
help his party to cement 
its position in Telan-
gana, where the BJP is 
making steady inroads. 
Meanwhile, Telan-
gana goes to the polls 
in 2023. if the Bharat 
rashtra Samithi can 
defeat an aggressively 
campaigning BJP in 
the state, KCr is likely 
to use the victory as an 
endorsement to project 
himself as a strong op-
position against the BJP 
at the national level and 
even as a contender for 
the PM post.

nitish’s bihar 
and allianCes 
amid a political tussle, 
Bihar chief minister 
Nitish Kumar, who is in-
volved in a slugfest with 
poll strategist Nitish 
Kumar over his recur-
rent change of associa-
tions, declared that he 
will not tie with the BJP 
until his death. Fondly 
recalling his association 
with the BJP of the pre-
Modi-Shah era, he said 
“atal Bihari Vajpayee, 
Lal Krishna advani, and 
Murli Manohar Joshi 
used to be the leaders 
of the BJP. i worked in 
the cabinet of Vajpayee, 
who gave me three 
ministries. 

NEW DELHI: BJP national 
president JP Nadda while 
addressing the Panch Par-
meshwar Sammelan at 
Ramlila Maidan in Delhi 
today enumerated the 
achievements of the party 
and put forth the history 
and ideology of BJP in front 
of the workers present at 
the ground. Nadda said, 
"The ethos, thoughts, ways 
and thinking of other par-
ties have changed: Social-
ists are no longer socialists, 
communists are no more 
communists and Indian 
National Congress has be-
come neither Indian nor 

National nor Congress, but 
it is just a brother and sister 
party". Nadda lauded the 
work of the BJP and said 
that it is the only party that 
has an ideology and a large 
base among people. JP 
Nadda slammed the Aam 
Aadmi Party government 
and said, "Kejriwal govern-
ment has just done scams 
in Delhi and these are the 
same people who were go-
ing to bring Lokpal Bill but 
have done the exact oppo-
site. The Congress party 
was known for the commis-
sion, but Kejriwal broke its 
record too".

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday hailed the 
commencement of medi-
cal education in Hindi at 
Bhopal and said that this 
launch will bring a positive 
change in the country. The 
Prime Minister said that it 
will open multiple doors of 
opportunities for students. 
“This launch in the field of 

medical education is going 
to bring a positive change 
in the country. With this, 
while lakhs of students 
will be able to study in their 
own language, many doors 
of opportunities will also 
open for them,” PM Modi 
said while responding to 
the tweet of Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah.

aaP govt full of sCams: jP nadda

Pm: this will bring 
Positive Change 

Mallikarjun Kharge and Shashi Tharoor
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Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will inaugurate the 
two-day event -- PM Kisan 
Samman Sammelan 2022 -- 
on Monday at Indian Agri-
cultural Research Institute, 
New Delhi. 

The event would bring 
together more than 13,500 
farmers from across the 
country and around 1,500 
agri startups, an official 
statement said. More than 1 
crore farmers from various 
institutions are expected 
to attend the event virtu-
ally. The Sammelan will also 
witness the participation of 
researchers, policymakers 
and other stakeholders. 

Prime Minister will inau-
gurate 600 Pradan Mantri 
Kisan Samruddhi Kendras 
(PMKSK) under the minis-
try of chemicals & fertilizers. 
The statement said under 
the scheme, the fertiliser re-
tail shops in the country will 
be converted into PMKSK 
in a phased manner. It said 
PMKSK will cater to a wide 
variety of needs of the farm-
ers and provide agri-inputs 
(fertilisers, seeds, imple-
ments); testing facilities for 
soil, seeds, fertilisers; gener-
ate awareness among farm-
ers; provide information 
regarding various govern-

ment schemes and ensure 
regular capacity building of 
retailers at block/ district 
level outlets. More than 3.3 
lakh retail fertiliser shops 
are planned to be converted 
into PMKSK. 

During the event, the 
Prime Minister will launch 
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 
Jan Urvarak Pariyojana -- 
One Nation One Fertilizer. 
Under the scheme, Prime 
Minister will launch Bharat 
urea bags, which will help 
companies market fertilis-
ers under the single brand 
name ‘Bharat’. 

In a reflection of the con-
tinued commitment of the 
Prime Minister towards 
welfare of the farmers, 
during the event, Prime 
Minister would release the 
12th instalment amount of 
Rs16,000 crore under the 

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sam-
man Nidhi (PM-KISAN) 
through direct benefit 
transfer, the statement said. 
Under the scheme, eligible 
farmer families are provid-
ed a benefit of Rs6,000 per 
year in three equal instal-
ments of Rs2,000 each. So 
far, eligible farmer families 
have received benefits of 
more than Rs2 lakh crore 
under PM-KISAN.

The official statement said 
the Prime Minister will also 
inaugurate the Agri Startup 
Conclave and Exhibition. 
About 300 startups will 
showcase their innovation 
related to precision farming, 
post-harvest & value-add 
solutions, allied agriculture, 
waste to wealth, mechanisa-
tion for small farmers, sup-
ply chain management, argi-
logistic, among others.

PM TO INAUGURATE 

13,500 FARMERS, 1,500 AGRI 
STARTUPS ON ONE PLATFORM
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

TOP OF THE DAY

PRESIDENT 
UNDERGOES 
CATARACT 
SURGERY
New Delhi: President 
Droupadi Murmu under-
went cataract surgery 
on Sunday at the Army 
Hospital (Referral and 
Research), New Delhi. 
According to Rashtrapati 
Bhavan, the surgery was 
successful and she has 
been discharged from 
the Hospital. President 
Murmu was on a two-day 
visit to Assam that con-
cluded on Friday. During 
this, Murmu paid a visit to 
the shaktipeeth Kamakhya 
Temple in Guwahati. 

COAST GUARD 
ARRESTS SRI 
LANKAN BOAT 
WITH 5 FISHER-
MEN 
The Indian Coast Guard 
(ICG) on Sunday said that 
it apprehended a fishing 
boat with five Sri Lankans 
off the Kaniyakumari coast 
in Tamil Nadu. “In a sea-
air coordinated operation, 
the Indian Coast Guard 
ship Shaurya apprehended 
Sri Lankan fishing boat IM-
ULA 0628 NBO along with 
5 crew, 74 nautical miles 
south of Kanyakumari, the 
ICG said in a tweet. The 
ICG handed over the boat 
with five crew members to 
the Coastal Security Group 
of Tuticorin for further 
investigation.

CYCLONE LIKELY 
OVER NORTH 
ANDAMAN FROM 
TUESDAY: IMD
The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) on Sun-
day stated that a cyclonic 
circulation over the west-
central Bay of Bengal and 
South Andhra Pradesh 
has become less marked. 
According to IMD, a trough 
runs from cyclonic circula-
tion over the southeast 
Arabian Sea and adjoining 
Kerala coast to southwest 
Bay of Bengal and would 
extend up to 1.5 km above 
mean sea level. A release 
from IMD stated, “Yester-
day’s cyclonic circulation 
over the west central 
Bay of Bengal and along 
and off the South Andhra 
Pradesh and North Tamil 
Nadu coasts extending 
upto 3.1 km above mean 
sea level has become less 
marked.”

FREE WI-FI ZONE 
DEVELOPED IN 
NAXAL-PRONE 
AREA IN 
CHHATTISGARH 
A free wi-fi zone has been 
developed in the Naxal-af-
fected Abujhmad’s Orchha 
locality in the Narayanpur 
district of Chhattisgarh. It is 
situated around 65 kilome-
tres from the district head-
quarters. The development 
in the area was stalled 
due to its odd geographi-
cal conditions and the 
proximity to naxalites. The 
initiative was started on the 
demand of students by the 
district administration and 
the collector. As it is a naxal 
affected area, the develop-
ment in the area has stalled 
and the survey is yet to be 
completed. The govern-
ment and the administra-
tion are continuously work-
ing on the construction of 
roads and developing better 
health facilities, education, 
and other basic facilities. 

A youth was beaten to death 
on Saturday night after a 
scuffle broke out between two 
groups in the Shadipur area of 
the national capital. 

The Rapid Action Force 
(RAF) has been deployed in 
the Shadipur area for securi-
ty reasons. The deceased has 
been identified as Nitesh who 
sustained severe injuries and 
died last night. 

The incident took place 
when Nitesh and his two 
friends, Alok and Monty, 
stopped a man who was on a 
bike and started beating him. 
However, after some time, 
members of the rival group 
reached there and overpow-
ered them. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (DCP), Central Delhi, 
Shweta Chauhan said, “Two 
groups of men had a fight in 
Shadipur area on October 12 
after three men Nitesh, Alok 
and Monty stopped a man 
on a bike and started beating 
him. After some time, these 

three were overpowered and 
were beaten up by other men 
from a rival group.”

The scuffle took place on the 
issue of honking by alleged 
bikers. 

“The injured Nitesh suc-
cumbed to injuries and sec-
tion 302 IPC has been added 
in the case. Efforts are on to 
trace and apprehend the ac-
cused persons who are ab-
sconding. The scuffle took 
place on the issue of honking 
by the alleged bikers,” she 
said. Meanwhile, the police 
have denied any communal 
angle in the case.

A murder case has been 
registered against all three 
accused and they have been 
identified as well. 

“Nitesh sustained severe 
injuries and died last night. 
A murder case was filed. All 
three accused were identified. 
They belong to another com-
munity. Efforts are underway 
to nab them. No communal 
angle in the case. The fight 
wasn’t due to any communal 
reason,” the DCP added.

GRUESOME 

YOUTH BEATEN TO DEATH 
IN DELHI, RAF DEPLOYED

 “Legal action will be taken 
against news channels, por-
tals, and social media sites 
who have been airing news 
about the Ankita Bhandari 
murder case without official 
verification from the SIT,” 
said DIG P. Renuka Devi on 
Sunday.

“On some news channels, 
portals and social media, the 
news is being run by some 
people personally by citing 
sources without the press 
release of the SIT. “This is af-
fecting the law and order of 
the state and the investigation 
being done by the SIT,” said 
SIT in-charge, DIG P Renuka 
Devi, who is conducting the 
probe into the matter.

The DIG further requested 
to not release or publish any 
news in the name of SIT un-
til any official statement is 
received. “Without press re-
lease of SIT, do not publish or 
release any news in the name 
of SIT, so that the law and or-
der of the state and the inves-
tigation being done by SIT is 

not affected. In the Ankita 
case, after a full investigation 
by the SIT, all the facts will 
be presented in court,” she 
added.

The DIG said, “If anyone 
runs news without any basis 
of facts or posts it personally 
on social sites with the name 
of SIT, then legal action will 
be taken against them as per 
rules.”She said that talks 
have also been held with 
doctors regarding the post-
mortem report. Earlier, she 
had said that the post-mor-
tem report filed by the panel 
of doctors and the pieces of 
evidence collected by the SIT 
in the Ankita Murder Case 
match.

Ankita, 19, was missing for 
at least six days before her 
body was recovered from the 
Chilla canal in Rishikesh on 
September 24. Pulkit Arya, 
the son of expelled BJP leader 
Vinod Arya, was arrested in 
the case for allegedly pushing 
her into the canal following 
an altercation. Besides Pulkit 
Arya, two more people were 
arrested.

STRICT ACTION 

LEGAL ACTION IF ANYONE RUNS FAKE 
NEWS, SAYS SIT ON ANKITA MURDER CASE 

MUCH-NEEDED 

RAHUL ‘YATRA’ COMPLETES 1000 
KMS, BOOSTS WORKERS’ MORALE 
 

As  f o r m e r  C o n g r e s s 
president Rahul Gandhi’s 
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ com-
pletes 1000 kilometres, 
the morale of the workers 
and leaders of the grand 
old party is visibly high. 
Obviously, the ‘Bharat Jodo 
Yatra’ has rekindled the 
party’s hopes for the much-
needed political revival. 

The big crowd joining the 
‘yatra’ is also giving the BJP 
anxious moments as is re-
flected in statements from 
some leaders of the saffron 
brigade. If Congress some-
how wins in either Gujarat 
or Himachal Pradesh as-
sembly polls, then the out-
come will be attributed to 
the ‘charisma’ of the yatra. 
If the party gets power only 
in Himachal Pradesh, and 
finishes second in Gujarat, 
then this outcome will also 
be a big achievement for the 
grand old party. 

As of now, the party’s 
position is not satisfactory 
in both poll-bound states. 
AICC general secretary Pri-
yanka Gandhi has started 
leading the party activities 
from the front in Himachal. 
She addressed a rally on 
Friday as well. Priyanka 
has her personal residence 
in Himachal. So, the Con-
gress is projecting her as 
‘Himachal ki beti’(daughter 
of Himachal). Priyanka is 
keen to ensure Congress’ 
win in Himachal Pradesh 
more because she has not 
yet any electoral victory to 
her credit. 

Meanwhile, Rahul Gan-
dhi has tried to silence his 
critics through the on go-
ing ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’. 
He is meeting people of all 
generations and from all 
walks of life who he comes 
across during the yatra. 
They are sharing with him 
their problems and sug-
gestions. The yatra which 
commenced on 7 Septem-
ber from Kanyakumari will 
last for five months and will 
conclude in Kashmir, pass-
ing through 372 Lok Sabha 
constituencies of 12 states. 
Rahul has completed over 
one thousand kilometres 
in a bit over one month. 

The yatra in southern 
states such as Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala and Karnataka has 
been described as suc-
cessful. Karnataka will go 
to polls in May next year. 

The yatra in this south-
ern state drew massive 
crowds. Rahul Gandhi was 
seen doing a balancing act 
between Congress’ lead-
ers D.K. Shivakumar and 
Siddaramaiah, who are 
strong contenders for CM 
post in Karnataka. If the 
two leaders work in proper 
coordination, the Congress 
cangive BJP a tough fight 
during polls in Karnataka. 

AICC media cell chair-
man Pawan Khera says 
that there is a spontane-
ous overflow of crowd 
in the yatra, with a large 
number of old people and 
youngsters coming out to 
join the Bharat Jodo Yatra. 
It suggests that the people 
are fed up with unemploy-
ment, price rise, farmers’ 
problems, etc., Khera add-
ed, “Rahul is the only hope 
for them.” 

The yatra may have given 
the Congress some reason 
to be happy with. But the 
question remains whether 
the party leaders and or-
ganisation will be able to 
woo the trust of the com-
mon man. Rahul’s mission 
will succeed only if every 
single leader fulfils his or 
her responsibility properly. 

During a rally against 
price rise at Ramlila Maid-
an, Rahul had asked the 
leaders to have patience. 
But they did not follow his 
advice. If they had done 
so, the Rajasthan political 
crisis would not have hap-
pened. Now the leadership 
is trying to revive the party. 
Through his yatra, Rahul 
has sought to give response 
to those, particularly the 
BJP, who are not taking him 
seriously. Now his yatra is 
being given importance. He 
has proved that he is not a 
part time politician. Rahul 
appears to be getting seri-
ous gradually. 

His speech and state-
ments during the yatra 
make headlines and trigger 
debate across the political 
spectrum. He is speaking 
in a calculated manner so 
as not to give his opponents 
any chance to criticise him. 
The only worry is that if 
Congress fails to perform 
satisfactorily in upcoming 
polls, the adversaries may 
again raise questions over 
leadership. From Decem-
ber onwards, there will be 
several electoral tests for 
the Congress till the final 
battle of 2024.  

AJIT MAINDOLA 
NEW DELHI

The Commission for Air 
Q u a l i t y  Ma n age m e nt 
(CAQM) in the NCR and ad-
joining areas has reiterated 
to all implementing agencies 
of the central and state gov-
ernments to strictly imple-
ment actions under stage I of 
the Graded Response Action 
Plan (GRAP) in view of the air 
quality index of the area.

The commission has also 
urged the citizens to adhere 
to the citizen charter of the 
respective stages and assist 
in the effective implementa-
tion of the GRAP to improve 
the overall air quality in the 

region. On 5th October, Del-
hi’s air quality deteriorated 
to “poor” quality, though it 
improved subsequently.  As 
the air quality has reached 
the “poor” category again, 
actions under Stage I of the 

GRAP need to be intensified 
by all concerned.

The Sub-Committee of the 
Commission for Air Qual-
ity Management in NCR & 
Adjoining Areas (CAQM) is 
reviewing measures under-

taken to abate pollution and 
is also closely monitoring air 
quality parameters in NCR 
as per the forecasts for me-
teorological conditions and 
air quality “poor” category 
index made available by the 
India Meteorological De-
partment/Indian Institute of 
Tropical Meteorology.

At its meeting held on 5 Oc-
tober, this year, the sub-com-
mittee decided to invoke all 
actions as envisaged under 
Stage I of the GRAP-’Poor’ 
Air Quality (DELHI AQI 
201-300). The Order is still 
in force.

Stage 1 of GRAP, involves 
a 24-point action plan. It 
includes steps such as clo-

sure of construction and 
demolition (C&D) activities 
of projects with a plot size 
equal to or more than 500 
sq m which have not regis-
tered on the “web portal” of 
the respective NCR and state 
governments; proper imple-
mentation of guidelines on 
dust mitigation measures 
and sound environmental 
management of C&D waste; 
regular lifting of municipal 
solid waste (MSW), C&D 
waste, and hazardous waste 
from dedicated dump sites; 
periodic mechanised sweep-
ing and/or water sprin-
kling on roads; and use of 
anti-smog guns at C&D sites, 
among others.

TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI

‘FOLLOW THE RULES’

Air quality panel tells agencies to strictly implement actions

MISMANAGEMENT 

A huge crowd of PET 
2022 examinees 
at the Moradabad 

railway station missed their 
trains, while a large number 
of people were seen entering 
the trains from the windows 
as they headed back to their 
homes on Sunday. 

The passengers crammed 
into jam-packed railway 
coaches in Moradabad amid 
a massive rush of UP PET 
2022 exam candidates re-
turning from their exam 
centres to their homes. 
The candidates at the sta-
tion told ANI, “There’s a 
lot of mismanagement at 
railway stations, we’re con-
tinuously standing while 
travelling. There’s no ar-
rangement by the adminis-
tration. Suddenly platforms 
of trains are changed.” 
“Trains are booked for rallies 
of CM but no trains were run 
for candidates like us”, said 
the candidates. Many ex-
aminees said, “They missed 

their trains due to the mas-
sive crowd”. 

While many were seen 
inside the train and others 
were seen hanging from the 
doors. Those who missed 
their trains have to take the 

next train. Earlier, some of 
the candidates said, “We 
came from Ghazipur. All 
the buses and trains were 
full while we came, and they 
are full even now. Not many 
arrangements were made for 

commuting.” 
Students at  the Kan-

pur Central Railway sta-
tion said that they were 
standing throughout the 
train as there were no 
seats and no sleeping ar-

rangements at the station. 
“The trains are jam-packed. 
We are tired and we are in 
this city since yesterday. 
There is no arrangement for 
sleeping anywhere at the sta-
tion. Nobody got a seat on the 
train and we kept on stand-
ing. The situation is very 
difficult,” the students said. 
Divisional Railway Manag-
er (DRM) North Railways, 
Rekha Sharma ordered spe-
cial trains for the students 
from Prayagraj to Lucknow 
and from Ayodhya to sever-
al districts. Because of this, 
the crowd at Lucknow was 
comparatively lesser as com-
pared to the other stations. 

UP PET exam, commonly 
known as UPSSSC PET, 
is held annually. All the 
matriculate candidates are 
eligible for the examination. 
The exam is held to fill the 
vacancies in the Group B 
and Group C posts. UPSSSC 
is a two-tier examination 
system, after which the stu-
dents are shortlisted for the 
mains exam, skill test and 
physical test. 

UP PET examinees miss trains after 
huge ruckus at railway stations
TDG NETWORK
MORADABAD
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Candidates gather at a railway station to catch trains

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

Delhi's polluted landscape 

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI



4 nation the daily guardian review
monday |  17  october 2022
new delhi

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Sunday laid the 
foundation stone for the 
development of a new ter-
minal of Gwalior Airport. 

While addressing the 
gathering, Union Minister 
of Home Affairs and Co-
operation Amit Shah said, 
“Rajmata Vijayaraje Scindia 
Airport in Gwalior is one of 
the most modern airports 
with the latest facilities. 
With the dedication with 
which this airport has been 
carefully planned, I think it 
will be one of the best air-
ports in the country”. 

“Under the leadership of 

PM Modi, there has been 
a huge development of in-
frastructure in the coun-
try. Earlier 375 km of the 
railway line was laid in one 
year, today 1,458 km is be-
ing laid”, Amit Shah added. 

Amit Shah lauded the 
work of the BJP govern-
ment in the state and said, 
“Modi has given electricity 
to every poor house, house 
to every poor, toilet in every 
house, health card up to Rs 
5 lakh and free ration to ev-
ery poor”. 

Shah took a dig at Con-
gress and said, “Madhya 
Pradesh has experienced 
the corrupt Congress gov-
ernment and has seen it 
all”. 

The ceremony took place 
in the presence of Madhya 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, 
Union Minister of Agricul-
ture and Farmer Welfare 
Narendra Singh Tomar 
and Union Minister of Civil 
Aviation and Steel Jyotirad-
itya M Scindia. 

According to the Airports 
Authority of India (AAI), 
the expansion work of Ra-
jmata Vijayaraje Scindia 
Terminal of Gwalior Air-
port will be done at a cost of 
Rs 450 crore.

“Keeping in view the in-
creasing passenger footfall 
at Gwalior Airport, the Air-
ports Authority of India has 
undertaken the expansion 

work of Rajmata Vijaya-
raje Scindia Terminal of 
Gwalior Airport at a cost of 
Rs 450 crore. The expan-
sion project includes the 
construction of the new 
terminal building with all 
modern facilities and up-
gradation of airside facili-
ties,” AAI said in a state-
ment. 

Jyotiraditya M Scindia in 
his address, said, “The de-
velopment and progress in 
the state wouldn’t have been 
possible without the efforts 
of BJP and Home Minister 
Amit Shah” adding, “The 
future will also witness 
cargo terminal and aero 
bridge being constructed 
in Madhya Pradesh”. 

FACELIFT

GWALIOR AIRPORT TO GET WORLD 
CLASS FACILITIES: AMIT SHAH
TDG NETWORK
GWALIOR

OIL DYNAMICS 

Union Minister for Pe-
troleum and Natural 
Gas Hardeep Singh 

Puri said on Saturday that 
the prices of energy depend 
on a number of dynamic fac-
tors, and the government of 
India has taken various ini-
tiatives in its control like re-
duction in excise duties twice 
(once in November 2021 and 
May 2022) to keep prices un-
der check. 

He also said the govern-
ment would ensure stable 
supplies of fuel at affordable 

prices, according to an of-
ficial statement. He said in 
comparison to many coun-
tries in the world, petrol and 
diesel prices in India were 
much less when seen in the 
light of spiralling crude oil 
and gas prices in the world. 
The minister was speaking 
on the sidelines of GeoIndia 
2022 in Jaipur. 

The minister cited statistics 
while for international gas 
indexes, the price increase 
had ranged from 140 per 
cent to 280 per cent, in India 
and through government ef-
forts, it had been restricted it 

to just 70 per cent. “Even for 
oil, while global prices have 
increased by around 40 
per cent during the last one 
year, India’s fuel prices have 
increased by just 2 per cent,” 
he added. 

In the context of domestic 
energy demand, the minister 
said 25 per cent of the global 
growth in energy demand 
would come from India. He 
added that India was try-
ing to meet a large part of its 
total energy demand from 
domestic sources and at the 
same time trying to diversify 
its crude oil sources. He also 

talked about rising share of 
ethanol blending in petrol 
where 10 per cent blending 
target has been achieved be-
fore the target date. 

The official statement also 
mentioned that a section of 
the media had misreported 
on the issue of domestic oil 
production and price rise of 
petrol by Union Minister of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Hardeep Singh Puri on the 
sidelines of GeoIndia 2022 in 
Jaipur on October 14. It said 
these reports were not only 
mischievous but are also mis-
leading and motivated. 

TDG NETWORK
JAIPUR 

Oil prices depend on 
many dynamic factors: 
Petroleum minister

In view of the 90th Annual 
General Assembly of Inter-
pol to be held in the national 
capital next week, the traffic 
movement on several roads 
in Delhi will be regulated be-
tween 18-21 October, said an 
official. 

The 90th Annual General 
Assembly of Interpol between 
18-21 October at Pragati Maid-
an, New Delhi. Delegations 
from 195 countries will be at-
tending the event. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will be 

inaugurating the Assembly on 
18 October while Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah will be 
addressing the valedictory 
function on 21 October. 

A top Delhi Traffic Police 
Official said that the arrange-
ments for the stay of delegates 
have been made hotels namely 
The Lalit, The Imperial, Shan-
gri La, Le Meridien, The 
Oberoi, Hyatt Regency and 
The Ashok. 

The delegates will be trav-
elling between places of stay, 
Pragati Maidan, JLN Stadium 
and the Airport. Various traf-
fic measures will be imple-

mented in order to achieve 
smooth transportation for 
delegates from places of stay 
to Pragati Maidan, the official 
said. 

In order to facilitate the 
movement of the delegates, 
traffic volume will be regu-
lated on Ashoka Road, Firoz 
Shah Road, Janpath, Bara-
khamba Road, Sikandra Road, 
Bhairon Road, Mathura Road, 
Subramaniam Bharti Marg, Dr 
Zakir Hussain Marg, Dr APJ 
Abdul Kalam Marg, Panch-
sheel Marg, Rajesh Pilot 
Marg, Kamal Attaturk Marg, 
Shantipath, Maharshi Ra-

man Marg, Mahatma Gandhi 
Marg, Bhishma Pitamah Marg, 
Sardar Patel Marg, Gurgaon 
Road, Aerocity and T3 Ap-
proach Road, Dhaula Kuan 
Flyover and Mehram Nagar 
Tunnel. 

It is important to reduce the 
traffic volume on roads in New 
Delhi District and this can be 
achieved with support from 
corporations, organisations 
and individuals. Non-essential 
staff members can be directed 
to work from home, employees 
can be advised to use public 
transport and working hours 
can be staggered.

GLOBAL MEET

REGULATED TRAFFIC MOVEMENTS IN 
DELHI FOR INTERPOL MEET 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI  

THIS DIWALI
SPREAD DELIGHT

AVAILABLE
NOW

A global ‘South India Digi-
tal Summit’, presented by 
Fourth Dimension, to be 
organised on 4 November 
in Coimbatore. The sum-
mit will be presented by the 
who’s who of the industry 
who will discuss the entire 
gamut of issues relating to 
the digital space thread-
bare. The summit is going 
to provide a great platform 
to all stakeholders to pres-
ent their point of views and 
interact with the industry 
stalwarts. 
“It’s one of the biggest digi-
tal conclaves in South In-

dia with industry captains 
travelling from length and 
breadth of India. I am sure 
this is going to be an en-
riching session for all of 
us” says Shankar .B, CEO, 

Fourth Dimension Media. 
Prominent speakers are 
LV Krishnan, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, TAM Me-
dia Research Pvt. Ltd, M 
Krishnan, Managing Di-

rector, Krishna Sweets Pvt 
Ltd, Duraisamy, Founder 
Sakthi Masala, Santhi Du-
raisamy, Founder Sakshi 
Masala, Swathy Rohit, 
Founder CEO, Health Ba-
six, Arjun Ranga, Partner-
NR Group, MD-Cycle Pure 
Agarbati, Pratik Shah, 
Founder Specsmakers, Ra-
jiv Chilakalapudi, Founder 
and CEO, Green Gold Ani-
mations, Dushyanth Srid-
har, Indic Scholar, Writer. 

GLOBAL SUMMIT 

Mega digital show on 4 November
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

Shankar, B, CEO, Fourth Dimension
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The Vigilance Bureau, Pun-
jab arrested former minister 
Sundar Sham Arora for of-
fering a bribe of Rs 50 lakh to 
an Assistant Inspector Gen-
eral (AIG) of the Bureau.

According to a press note 
from Vigilance Bureau Pun-
jab, an FIR has been reg-
istered against the former 
minister under section 8 
of Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act on the statement of 
AIG, Vigilance Bureau, Fly-
ing Squad, Punjab Manmo-
han Kumar. Chief Director, 
Vigilance Bureau, Punjab 
Varinder Kumar said that 
AIG Manmohan Kumar 

complained that Arora met 
him on October 14 and of-
fered him Rs 1 crore for get-
ting favour in a vigilance 
enquiry registered against 
him. The Vigilance Bureau 
chief further added that the 
former minister has offered 
to pay Rs 50 lakh on the next 
day i.e. October 15 and the 
balance amount at a later 
date.

He informed that the AIG 
has apprised the chief direc-
tor who has ordered to reg-
ister a bribery case against 
Arora. In this case, Arora has 
been arrested and Rs 50 lakh 
has been recovered from 
him.

Further investigation is un-
der progress. 

VIGILANCE TEAM IN ACTION

EX-PUNJAB MINISTER ARRESTED 
FOR OFFERING RS 50 LAKH BRIBE 

Divulging information, the 
State Election Commision, 
Haryana has clarified that 
there is no requirement to give 
a police verification certificate 
by the candidates who are 
contesting for various posts 
in the elections of Panchayati 
Raj institutions. The Com-
mission has not issued any 
directions in this regard. The 
candidate just needs to pro-
vide a self-attested affidavit 
in which he must list all of the 
police cases that are related to 
him. Based on this the nomi-
nation can be filled. The can-
didates of Panch, Sarpanch, 
Panchayat Samiti member 
and Zilla Parishad member 
are not required to give do-
micile certificates. Whoever 
is contesting the election, 
only his name is required to 
be registered in the voter list 
of the concerned Panchayat, 
Panchayat Samiti and Zilla 
Parishad. The State Election 
Commision appealed to the 
contesting candidates to fol-
low the instructions issued 
by the State Election Com-
mission and not to pay heed 
to rumours. 

Giving aforesaid informa-
tion, Dhanpat Singh , the 
Commissioner of State Elec-
tion Commision said that 
any candidate who is con-
testing for the post of Panch, 
Sarpanch, Panchayat Samiti 
member and Zilla Parishad 

member will have to produce 
a no-dues certificate only. If 
there is no liability on that 
person then he may contest 
the election. Further he stated 
that there was a doubt that if 
any member of the family has 
liability of cooperative bank, 
electricity department, agri-
cultural loan, then whether 
other members of that family 
can contest elections or not. 
The Commission has now 
clarified their position and 
cleared all doubts in this re-
gard.

It was also stated that the 
tenure of Gram Panchayats, 
Panchayat Samitis and Zilla 
Parishads will remain the 
same for five years as before. 
A fake letter is being spread 
on social media claiming that 
the tenure of PRIs will be 3 
years. The commission has 
not issued any such letter in 
this regard, it is completely 
fake information. Some mis-
chievous people have drafted 
a fake letter in the name of the 
State Election Commission 

and made it viral on social 
media. In this letter, the ten-
ure of PRIs has been reduced 
to 3 years.  

Pertaining to this, it is 
clarified further that there 
is no change in the tenure of 
Gram Panchayats, Panchayat 
Samitis and Zilla Parishad 
members. The election of 
Sarpanch, Panch, Panchayat 
Samiti and Zilla Parishad 
members will be held on the 
fixed dates announced by the 
State Election Commission, 
informed the State Election 
Commissioner. Stern action 
would also be taken against 
those spreading fake informa-
tion regarding the State Elec-
tion Commission on social 
media. The Commission has 
taken immediate cognizance 
in this regard.People are ap-
pealed  not to believe any 
such rumours and should get 
factual  information related to 
Panchayati Raj Institutions 
from the official website of 
the State Election Commis-
sion https://sechary

PANCHAYAT POLLS

‘HARYANA CANDIDATES DON’T NEED 
TO PROVIDE POLICE VERIFICATION’
TDG NETWORK 
CHANDIGARH

TOP OF THE DAY

HP GOVERNOR 
FLAGS OFF BASIC 
LIFE SUPPORT 
AMBULANCE
SHIMLA: Governor Rajen-
dra Vishwanath Arlekar, 
who is also the President 
of the State Red Cross 
Society, today flagged off 
the Basic Life Support Am-
bulance for Lahaul-Spiti 
district from Raj Bhavan. 
This ambulance has been 
provided to the State Red 
Cross through the Indian 
Red Cross Society. This 
vehicle will provide its 
services through District 
Red Cross in Tribal District 
Lahaul-Spiti. This year, 
the State Red Cross has 
provided ambulances for 
Kinnaur and Mandi and 
blood collection vans for 
Nalagarh in Solan district.

2 MEMBERS OF 
BAMBIHA GANG 
ARRESTED BY 
MOHALI POLICE
CHANDIGARH: Two as-
sociates of Bambiha gang 
were arrested by the Pun-
jab Police with firearms 
in their possession, said a 
senior police official here 
on Sunday.  Seven pistols 
and four cartridges were 
found on the gangsters at 
the time of the arrest, said 
Mohali Senior Superin-
tendent of Police Vivek 
Sheel Soni here. Gur-
winder Singh and Gautam 
Kumar, who are facing 
cases related to extortion, 
were nabbed from village 
Goslan in Mohali, said 
police. Their arrest came 
following the question-
ing of Gurjant Singh, who 
is also a member of the 
Bambiha gang. Gurjant 
was arrested by Delhi 
police last month. 

AAP USHERD  
IN NEW ERA OF  
POLITICS, SAYS 
PUNJAB MINISTER
CHANDIGARH: Presenting 
the report card of seven 
months performance of 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in 
Punjab, Cabinet minister 
Aman Arora on Sunday 
said the government has 
ushered in a new era of 
politics by eliminating the 
corruption and mafia cul-
ture patronised by previous 
governments in the past 
seven decades. Address-
ing the media here, Punjab 
Housing and Urban De-
velopment Minister Arora 
slammed the previous 
Congress, Shiromani Akali 
Dal (SAD) and BJP govern-
ments for pushing Punjab 
into debt. 

CLINICS PROVIDE 
TREATMENT TO 3 
LAKH PATIENTS  
IN PUNJAB
CHANDIGARH: Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann’s ambitious 
programme ‘Aam Aadmi 
Clinics’ has achieved a 
milestone by providing 
healthcare services to 
more than three lakh pa-
tients in just two months of 
its onset, Health Minister 
Chetan Singh Jauramajra 
said on Sunday. He said 
over 7,000 people are avail-
ing healthcare facilities ev-
ery day in 100 Aam Aadmi 
Clinics, which have proved 
a boon, especially for the 
OPD patients who were 
not visiting government 
health facilities due to fear 
of standing in long queues. 
The number of patients 
has reached 3,47,193 from 
August 15 to October 15, 
with 45,570 clinical tests.

Another drone that entered 
Indian territory from the Pak-
istan side has been shot down 
by alert Border Security Force 
(BSF) troops on Sunday.

According to BSF, at about 
9.15 pm, alert BSF troops of 
the 22 Battalion thwarted a 
drone intrusion attempt by 
shooting down an Octa-cop-
ter (8 propellers) in the area 
of Border Out Post (BOP) 
Rania in the Amritsar sector 
of Punjab. The drone is ap-
proximately 12 kg in weight. 
Two propellors sustained 
damage due to firing by BSF 
troops. The consignment was 
also recovered.

“Search operation is under-
way. It is the second drone that 
BSF troops have shot down 
in the last two days,” said a 
senior BSF officer.

On Friday, BSF troops shot 
down a drone that entered 

India in Punjab’s Gurdaspur 
sector from the Pakistan side 
on the International Border in 
the early hours.

A senior BSF officer said 
that the drone was spotted by 
BSF troops on patrolling duty. 
They immediately opened fire 
and it was shot down.

Pertinent to mention, in the 
past nine months, security 
forces have observed the il-
legal entry of 191 drones into 
Indian territory from neigh-
bouring Pakistan, raising 
major concerns in terms of in-
ternal security in the country.

The central government re-
cently shared the input from 
the security forces deployed 
at the India-Pakistan border 
to maintain such illegal at-
tempts from the Pakistan side.

Of the 191 drones observed, 
171 entered into Indian territo-
ry through the India-Pakistan 
border along the Punjab sec-
tor while 20 were seen in the 
Jammu sector.

ALONG PUNJAB BORDER

BSF SHOOTS DOWN SECOND 
PAKISTANI DRONE IN 3 DAYS 

Under the recently-signed 
Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA) between India and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), more than 120 busi-
nessmen from Ludhiana 
showed interest in starting a 
business in the Gulf nation.

Industrialists of Ludhiana 
and the officials of the Ham-
riyah Free Zone had an inter-
active roadshow-- Unlocking 
Business Opportunities in 
UAE through Hamriyah Free 
Zone — organised under the 
aegis of the apex industry 
body, The Associated Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustries of India. Some of the 
companies supporting this in-
teraction were from Knitwear 
and Textile Club; Chamber of 
Industrial & Commercial Un-
dertakings (CICU); the Lud-
hiana Management Associa-
tion; World Sikh Chamber of 
Commerce and Indian Cham-
ber of International Business.

CEPA is a major trade 
agreement set to transform 
bilateral economic, trade and 
investment ties and propel 
economic growth between 
India and UAE. Under the 
CEPA, both countries expect 
to boost bilateral trade from 
$60 billion to $100 billion 
within the next five years.

The Government of Shar-
jah Hamriyah Free Zone 
Authority Commercial 

Manager Charles Daniel 
said, “Hamriyah Free Zone 
is a hub of trade from where 
not only UAE, but all over 
the world can be reached for 
business and Sharjah is to-
day an emerging trading hub 
that offers unique logistical 
advantages via superb land, 
sea and air links and the 
business community from 
Ludhiana can benefit by do-
ing business from the Ham-
riyah Free Zone,” and added 
that nearly 40 per cent of 
their investors in Hamriyah 
Free Zone are from India.

The statement from Asso-
cham and Ludhiana compa-
nies said that Hamriyah Free 
Zone offers zero tax, 100 per 
cent ownership, preferential 
customs duty rates, and 100 
per cent import-and-export 
tax exemption.

Geomon George, Head 
of Business Development, 
Hamriyah Free Zone, high-
lighted that establishing a 
business entity in Hamriyah 
Free Zone can be extremely 
attractive for Indian com-
panies. Ludhiana based 
industries can leverage the 
UAE, particularly Hamri-
yah Free Zone as a re-export 
base for Africa and Europe. 
By paying only Rs4 lakh, 
any company can open an 
independent office in the 
HamriyahFree Zone, which 
includes one year rent, elec-
tricity, water, all permissions 
and visa of six people.

OVER 120 BIZMEN EXCITED

HAMRIYAH FREE ZONE DRAWS 
INTEREST OF ENTREPRENEURS

IN HIMACHAL

101 CASES REGISTERED UNDER 
EXCISE ACT SINCE 1 OCTOBER
 

Himachal Pradesh elections 
are around the corner hence 
the program of luring the 
voter has started at full pace. 
This is why the Himachal 
Pradesh police have regis-
tered 101 cases under the Ex-
cise Act during the first two 
weeks of 8 to 14 October. 

The police also seized over 
2,368 litres of country liquor, 
77 litres English liquor, 264 
litres illicit liquor and more 
than 47 litres of beer across 
the state, the police said. In 
view of the forthcoming As-
sembly elections in the hill 
state, DGP Sanjay Kundu 
had issued instructions to su-
perintendents of police (SPs) 

of all districts to launch a 
month-long special campaign 
from October 1 for detection 
under the Excise Act, Mining 
Act and the NDPS Act.

Kundu had also directed the 
apprehending of proclaimed 
offenders and the execution 
of non-bailable warrants.

During the campaign, 
50 FIRs had been regis-
tered under the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances(NDPS) Act till 
Friday in which close to 
15 kg charas and over 95-
gram opium were seized 
across the state. The po-
lice also recovered more 
than 15 kg of poppy husk, 
over 283-gram heroin, and  
4,000 poppy plants, the po-
lice said.

TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

With around three weeks left in Ad-
ampur bypolls, all parties are on their 
toes to win the battle. Adampur seat 
is seen as a stronghold for former 
Chief Minister Bhajan Lal as his fam-
ily has not lost any election since 1968 
and in wake of this, winning the elec-
tion for other party candidates is not 
a cakewalk. The BJP has fielded his 
grandson Bhavay Bishnoi from the 
seat and The contestants fielded by 
the main opposition party Congress 
and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) are be-
ing considered the strongest claimant 
in this multi-cornered fight. Caste 
factor is most likely to play a pivotal 
role in the forthcoming bypolls and 

keeping in view the same, All par-
ties are putting their best to woo the 
voters hailing from all communities. 
The Congress, AAP and INLD have 
fielded Jat contestants while the BJP 
has relied on a non-Jat candidate. All 
political parties are busy in focusing 

on caste arithmetic. 
Adampur has 171473 votes, 

of whom over 91000 are men. 
Adampur is a Jat-dominated as-
sembly seat as there are around 
55 thousand Jat voters which con-
stitutes about one third of the total 

vote bank. In continuation to this, 
There are around 31000 SC voters 
which is a major chunk. Likewise, 
the voters hailing from the Bishnoi 
community also play a pivotal role 
in elections as it has around 30000 
voters. Besides, there are 29000 
voters of BC-A category while re-
maining electorate includes Bani-
yas, Brahmins, Rajputs and others.

The Congress has placed its bet 
on veteran Jat leader Jai Parkash, a 
loyalist to Bhupender Singh Hooda 
who gave a close fight to Bhajan in 
2009 from Adampur and lost the 
elections  with a difference of 6015 
votes. Keeping in view the sizable 
vote share of the Jat community, the 
Congress has nominated him for 
the bypolls and the party feels that 

he is best candidate to upset BJP’s 
applecart Bhava.  But it is a big chal-
lenge for him to prevent a big split 
in the Jat votes  and consolidate a 
bulk of those in his favour as the 
contestants of the INLD and AAP 
also hail from the Jat community. 

The BJP is banking  on Bhavay,a 
non Jat contender hailing from the 
Bishnoi community. The Bhajan 
Lal family has managed to pola-
rise a big chunk of non-Jat voters 
and succeeded in consolidating 
the voters hailing from the Bish-
noi community so far. In the wake 
of a multi-cornered fight, Bhavay 
and Kuldeep are eyeing Jat voters. 
AAP is also having high hopes 
from its contestant Satender Singh 
who hails from the Jat community. 

It is worth mentioning that he had 
fought the last two assembly elec-
tions unsuccessfully on the ticket 
of the BJP and the Congress.   The 
INLD also has nominated a Jat 
leader Darduram who recently 
bid farewell to the Congress after 
the party fielded Jai Parkash and 
following this, he had joined hand 
with the INLD

Bhavay’s father Kuldeep Bishnoi 
resignation as the Congress MLA 
in August necessitated the bypolls 
for the Adampur seat in Hisar dis-
trict . He also serves as a non-Jat 
leader, which fits well into the kind 
of political alignments the BJP has 
crafted over the years and deployed 
successfully in Uttar Pradesh and 
Haryana among other places.

RAVINDER MALIK 
CHANDIGARH

STAKES HIGH FOR PARTIES

Caste factor plays a decisive role in Adampur bypolls

HIMACHAL ELECTIONS

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) is likely to 
hold a meeting of the 

Central Election Committee 
(CEC) to finalise the candi-
dates for the upcoming Hi-
machal Pradesh Assembly 
election, as per sources. The 
party can also release the 
first list of its candidates for 
the Himachal Pradesh As-
sembly elections anytime in 
the new few days.

A meeting of Himachal 
Pradesh’s core group has 
been called to be conducted 
in the national capital on 
Monday which will be at-
tended by Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah, party 
president JP Nadda, organ-
isation minister BL Santosh, 
state Chief Minister Jai Ram 
Thakur and the leaders of 
the state core group.

The party has “almost con-
cluded” its preparations for 
contesting the elections in 
Himachal Pradesh for yet-
another time this year. Amit 
Shah on Saturday launched 

the party’s campaign song 
for the assembly election 
‘Himachal Ki Pukaar Phir 
BJP Sarkar’ at a public rally 
in Himachal Pradesh’s Sir-
mour.

This CEC meeting is ex-
pected to give a final list of 
the candidates for assembly 
elections in the state, after 
the necessary consultation 
with the party’s senior lead-

ers.
Addressing the rally, Shah 

said, “Himachal Pradesh is 
going to set a new custom, 
‘ek baar BJP, baar baar BJP’. 
In Uttarakhand, Congress-
men used to talk about the 
change of rule in alterna-
tive terms. But such cus-
toms were not followed and 
the BJP government was 
formed with a two-thirds 

majority.”
He also congratulated the 

Hati community of Himach-
al for getting the ST status 
by saying that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi ended 
the community’s struggle 
of 55 years for the status of 
‘Tribal’ as he understands 
their pain and proudly said 
“Himachal is mine” as he 
(PM Modi) has an attach-

ment with the people of this 
state.

He expressed confidence 
that the BJP will return to 
power with a two-thirds 
majority in Himachal 
Pradesh.

The last date for filing the 
nomination for candida-
ture in Himachal Pradesh 
assembly polls is October 
25 and for the elections that 
will take place on November 
12 for the next government 
in the state. The results of 
these elections will be de-
clared on December 8, the 
Election Commission of 
India (ECI) announced on 
Friday.

The term of the Himachal 
House will end on January 
8, 2023.

Himachal Pradesh voted 
to elect its legislative as-
sembly on November 9, 
2017. In the 68-member 
Himachal Pradesh Legisla-
tive Assembly election, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
defeated the Congress Par-
ty and won 44 seats while  
Congress secured only 21 
seats in 2017.

BJP CEC meet likely on Monday to 
finalise candidates for HP elections
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI
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BJP cheif JP Nadda with Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur.
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MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION 

Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister M.K. Stalin 
on Sunday wrote to 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi against the alleged 
recommendation of a par-
liamentary committee to 
make Hindi the medium of 
instruction in central edu-
cational institutions.

In his letter to Prime Min-
ister Modi, Stalin said, “The 
Committee, chaired by 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah, submitted its report, 
wherein inter alia, it recom-
mends that Hindi should be 
the compulsory medium of 
instruction in educational 
institutions of the Union 
government such as IITs, 
IIMs, AIIMS, and central 
universities, and Hindi 
should replace English.”

It also includes a recom-
mendation that Hindi shall 
be made the medium of in-
struction in all technical, 
non-technical institutions 
and all the Union Govern-

ment institutions, includ-
ing Kendriya Vidyalayas, he 
said.

“I am further given to un-
derstand that it has been 
further recommended that 
youth would be eligible for 
certain jobs only if they had 
studied Hindi, and the re-
moval of English as one of 
the compulsory papers in 
recruitment exams. These 
are all against the federal 
principles of our constitu-
tion and will only harm the 
multi-lingual fabric of our 

nation,” the Tamil Nadu CM 
said.

The DMK chief further 
said there are 22 languag-
es, including Tamil, in the 
Eighth Schedule of the Con-
stitution of India. 

There is a demand that 
some more languages should 
also be included in this table.

Stalin said the number of 
people speaking languages 
other than Hindi is numeri-
cally greater than Hindi-
speaking people in the In-
dian Union.

“I am sure you would ap-
preciate that every language 
has its own speciality with 
its uniqueness and linguistic 
culture. It is with the objec-
tive of protecting our rich 
and unique languages from 
the imposition of Hindi that 
English has been made as 
the link language and will 
continue to be one of the of-
ficial languages of the Union 
Government,” he said.

Stalin said the recent at-
tempts to impose Hindi are 
impractical and divisive in 
character, and put non-Hin-
di-speaking people in a very 
disadvantageous position in 
many respects. 

This will not be accept-
able not only to Tamil Nadu 
but also to any state that re-
spects and values its mother 
tongue.

“Respecting the senti-
ments and understanding 
the need to maintain Indian 
unity and harmony, the 
then Prime Minister Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru gave an 
assurance that ‘English will 
continue to be one of the of-

ficial languages as long as the 
non-Hindi-speaking people 
want’. Subsequently, the res-
olutions passed in 1968 and 
1976 on official language, 
and according to the rules 
laid down there under, en-
sured the use of both English 
and Hindi in union govern-
ment services. This position 
must remain the cornerstone 
of all discussions on the of-
ficial language, “Tamil Nadu 
CM said.

He said promoting the rich 
and varied cultural diversity 
along with their respective 
distinct linguistic flavours 
is the pride and strength of 
the Indian subcontinent. He 
said India stands as a shin-
ing example of multicultural 
and multilingual democracy 
in the world arena today be-
cause of the inclusive and 
harmonious policies being 
followed so far.

He suggested that the ap-
proach of the Union Govern-
ment should be to include all 
languages, including Tamil, 
in the Eighth Schedule, the 
official language.

TDG NETWORK
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Language war over Hindi rages  
on, Tamil Nadu CM writes to PM

 M.K Stalin

IN kaRNaTaka 

SUbSIDy Up TO 
RS 3 lakh TO bE 
ExTENDED TO 1,000 
FIShERMEN: CM bOMMaI

The Karnataka government 
will extend Rs 3 lakh subsidy 
given to fishermen to do fish-
ing through cable nets from 
the existing 300 to 1,000 
fishermen, announced Chief 
Minister Basavaraj Bommai.

Speaking after inaugurat-
ing the Inland Fish Produc-
ers Convention for the year 
2022 at Palace Ground on 
Sunday, CM Bommai said 
under the Sthree Samar-
thya scheme, a financial 
assistance of Rs 3 lakh to 5 
lakh is given. Utilising the 
subsidy being given for Stree 
Shakti groups and under the 
Swami Vivekananda scheme 
to take up inland fishing, 
1,000 sanghas must come 
forward to take up fishing.  
The grants have already 
been released. In terms of 
fishing, the state has a long 
way to go. Andhra Pradesh 

has been ahead of Karna-
taka in fish exports. Instruc-
tion has been given to take a 
team of fishermen to Andhra 
Pradesh on study tour. The 
existing fishing activities 
must be extended and in-
crease the existing export 
by at least three times, and 
the necessary grants will be 
reserved in the state budget 
2023-24”. 

“Five thousand houses 
have been sanctioned for 
fishermen to make them 
economically strong. The 
houses must be completed 
within the stipulated time. 
“I will come personally 
and distribute houses if the 
houses are completed before 
January, 2023,” he  added. 

The CM said fish has been 
the food of humans for many 
centuries. While fish is veg-
etarian, those who eat it are 
non-vegetarians. In Western 
countries, fish has been cate-
gorised as a vegetarian food. 

R JayapRaKash 
bengaluru

aSSEMbly ElECTIONS 

bOMMaI TO vISIT DElhI TO DISCUSS CabINET ExpaNSION

Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj 
Bommai has said that he would be 
visiting Delhi to discuss the cabinet ex-
pansion with BJP National President 
JP Nadda and other senior leaders. His 
remarks came during the ongoing Jan 
Sankalp yatra in the state.

Addressing the reporters at Sambra 
Airport on Saturday, he said everyone 
would be informed when the high com-
mand gives permission for the cabinet 
expansion.

When asked about Shiv Sena oppos-
ing the construction of Kannada Bha-
van at Kaneri Mutt in Kolhapur, Bom-
mai said, “Already there are Kannada 

Bhavans of various associations and or-
ganisations in temples and Yatri Nivas. 
In these issues, state or language barri-
ers must not come.” He also highlighted 
KLE Society founder, Prabhakar Kore’s 
contribution in various fields.

“It was great to celebrate the 75th 
birthday of KLE Society founder, 
Prabhakar Kore, who is quite popular 

in North Karnataka for making rich 
contributions in the fields of educa-
tion, health, and agriculture, for the last 
40 years. Kore has been gifted with a 
strength to work relentlessly and is al-
ways friendly,” he added.

Earlier on 15 October, CM Bommai 
asked what the meaning of the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra is when the country is al-
ready marching ahead as a united India.

“When India is growing as a strong 
nation, the Bharat Jodo by the Con-
gress Party has no meaning. What is 
the meaning of Bharath Jodo yatra? Al-
ready, the country has been marching 
ahead as a united India,” said Bommai.

CM Bommai also said the three-day 
Jan Sankalp yatra evoked a good re-
sponse in four districts.

TDG NETWORK
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ElECTORal baTTlE 

aap RElEaSES FIFTh lIST OF CaNDIDaTES 
FOR GUjaRaT ElECTIONS 

In the run-up to the upcom-
ing 2022 Gujarat Assembly 
elections, the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) on Sunday 
announced the names of 
12 more candidates. This is 
AAP’s fifth list of candidates.

The party fielded Rajesh 

Pandoriya from Bhuj, Jay-
antibhai Parnami from Idar, 
and Ashok Gajera from the 
Nikol constituency. Jasvant 
Thakor has been given the 
ticket from Sabarmati while 
Sanjay Bhatasna got the tick-
et from Tankara. Further, 
Valjibhai Makwana, Ravjib-
hai Somabhai Vaghela, and 
Udeysinh Chauhan are field-

ed from Kodina, Mahudha, 
and Balasinor constituencies 
respectively.

Banabhai Damor has been 
fielded from Morva Hadaf 
and Anil Garasiya from 
Jhalod. In the Dediapada 
constituency, AAP field-
ed Chaitar Vasava. Bipin 
Choudhary is the AAP can-
didate from Vyara.

AAP has announced the 
names of 53 candidates so 
far for the Gujarat polls. The 
182-seat Gujarat Assembly 
will go to polls later this year.

The BJP has been in power 
in Gujarat for the last 24 
years. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi himself was the 
Chief Minister for 12 years, 
227 days.  
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Tall ClaIMS 

D.K. Shivakumar claims Congress would 
win 150+ seats in Karnataka polls

Karnataka Congress President D.K. Shiva-
kumar on Sunday claimed that the Congress 
would win more than 150 seats in the Karna-
taka Assembly elections next year.

While addressing a press conference in 
Mokha, Bellari, the Congress leader, said 
“We will touch 150+ seats in the Karnataka 
Assembly elections without anyone’s sup-
port. 100%, the people will give a clear man-
date of 150 seats,” Shivakumar said

While talking about the ongoing ‘Bharat 
Jodo Yatra’, the Congress leader said that we 
are walking to bring “hearts” together.

“Our people are suffering economically. 
The youngsters are suffering without jobs. 
The kids, farmers, and women are all meet-
ing us. They are coming to Rahul Gandhi and 

telling about their grievances. We are walk-
ing to bring hearts together,” he said.

“People are supporting the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra. It is a clear indication that people have 
decided to vote for us and the BJP govern-
ment will be thrown away,” he further said.

The Karnataka Congress chief said that 
they will try to leave tomorrow for the Con-
gress Presidential polls. 

He said that some of our leaders will vote 
here and others will vote in Bengaluru, he 
said.

The Congress leader also slammed the BJP, 
accusing them of “copying” the Congress 
campaign.

“BJP also started the Jana Spandana (pub-
lic response) Yatra, but they never had any 
‘spandana’ with the people. They are waking 
up now. After our campaign, they are also 
copying our programs,” he said. 
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WaR OF WORDS 

bUSINESS-FRIENDly 

DEFENCE pOlICy STaTE OF aFFaIRS 

kaRNaTaka CM laMbaSTS RahUl 
GaNDhI OvER ‘jObS REMaRk’ 

TaMIl NaDU RaNkS SECOND IN STaTE GDp

INDIaN aRMy INkS MOU WITh 
11 baNkS FOR aGNIvEER 
SalaRy paCkaGE 

vIllaGERS IN SaMaSTIUR 
pROTEST aGaINST pOThOlES, 
SIT IN DIRTy WaTER                    

Reacting to former AICC 
President Rahul Gandhi’s 
statement that only people 
having money will get jobs 
in Karnataka, Chief Minis-
ter Basavaraj Bommai said 
details of corruption during 
the Congress regime will be 
sent to him along with full 
statistics.

Talking to reporters at Am-
bigrama Helipad in KR Pet 
before proceeding to a func-
tion on Sunday, he said Ra-
hul may be having selective 
amnesia or the State Con-

gress leaders may not have 
briefed their leader properly. 
The amount of corruption in 
recruitment that took place 
during the Congress regime 
has never happened in any 
other state. The incumbent 
government has ordered an 
inquiry into the leakage of 
question papers pertaining 
to the recruitment of police 
constables and PU exams. 
Details of the probe will be 
sent to Rahul. “Let him see 
the amount of corruption 
during his party’s ruling and 
then talk”.

In response to Leader of 
Opposition in State Legis-

lative Assembly Siddara-
maiah’s statement that the 
Congress Party will return 
to power, Bommai stated 
that in 2018, Siddaramaiah 
stated that his party would 
return to power 100 percent 
of the time.But what hap-
pened? The total number of 
seats won by the Congress 
Party came down to 79 from 
127. The former CM had said 
B.S. Yediyurappa and H.D. 
Kumaraswamy would not 
become chief ministers, and 
both of them served as the 
CM for one term. “We will 
request Siddaramaiah to re-
peat it as it will help the BJP”.

Commerce Minister Piyush 
Goyal on Sunday said that 
Tamil Nadu was at second 
place in state GDP (SGDP) 
and that the state is the ma-
jor exporter in the sectors of 
textiles, leather, marine food, 
auto components. The min-
ister was inaugurating stalls 
of the Union government 
schemes as part of the public 
outreach at the Madipakkam 
bus stand in Chennai.

He also said that the coun-
try was really proud that 
Tamil Nadu was supporting 
national-building and the 

development of the coun-
try. He also mentioned that 
the future of Tamil Nadu is 
K Annamalai, the leader of 
Tamil Nadu.

He said there were won-
derful things happening in 
Tamil Nadu, and added, “In 
2047, when we are about 
to celebrate our centennial 
of our country, a $20-tril-
lion economy will surely be 
achieved in India.” K Anna-
malai is the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) president in the 
state.

He also added that, “In 
2030, service and merchan-
dise exports will increase to 
$1 trillion and even in other 

sectors economy.” “I salute 
the women’s empowerment 
of India. The principles, the 
culture, the heritage and the 
family value system added 
economic value to the na-
tion,” the minister said.

Piyush Goyal also said, “I 
have the confidence that by 
our strength, $750-billion 
of exports will be done soon 
and India will grow to 11% in 
exports.”

He said, “When we work 
together, we can achieve 
anything in India. I enjoyed 
listening to all of your points 
and I have noted it that I’ll try 
to rectify the issues in a pos-
sible manner.”

The Indian Army has signed agreements with 11 banks, in-
cluding private sector banks like HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, 
Axis Bank and Kotak Mahindra Bank, to provide banking 
facilities to Agniveers on enrolment, the Ministry of Defence 
said on Saturday.

The memoranda of understanding (MoUs) were signed by 
Lt Gen V Sreehari, DG (MP & PS) and senior officials of banks 
in a ceremony presided over by Lt Gen C Bansi Ponappa, the 
Adjutant General of the Indian Army on 14 October 2022, 
the ministry said.

Eleven banks with which the Indian Army has signed the 
agreement include State Bank of India, Punjab National Bank, 
Bank of Baroda, IDBI Bank, ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank, Axis 
Bank, Yes Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, IDFC First Bank, 
and Bandhan Bank.

The features and benefits offered under the Agniveer salary 
package are similar to the Defence Salary Package. In addi-
tion, the banks have offered soft loans to exiting Agniveers to 
promote and enhance their entrepreneurial skills. The first 
batch of Agniveers under the Agnipath Scheme will be join-
ing training centres by January 2023, the Ministry of Defence 
said in a statement.

This is a major defence policy reform introduced by the gov-
ernment to usher in a new era in the human resource policy 
of the Army, Air Force, and Navy..

Villagers residing in areas near Mohiuddin Nagar market 
in Samastipur on Sunday staged a protest by sitting in dirty 
water, which has accumulated on the road, demanding the 
maintenance of the Hajipur-Bachwara NH-122.

“The tender process of NH-122 has been completed and the 
construction of repairing the potholes of the highway has also 
been started. It is a long process which will take some time to 
complete,” said an official.

“Due to this reason, some people have started protesting 
since the last three days”, the official further stated.

On the early morning of Saturday, the protesters sat in dirty 
water, in order to get their demands fulfilled.
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top of the day

FOUR MEMbERS OF 
FaMIly Fall INTO 
vaITaRNa GhaT
virar: Four members of 
a family slipped into the 
vaitarna river ghat, in virar 
in mumbai, on Sunday, 
where two of them died. 
according to virar police, 
all four members were 
taking selfies, when the 
incident took place. “two 
members of the family 
managed to escape, while 
the other two died due to 
drowning,” stated virar 
police. both bodies have 
been recovered by the 
police. Further investiga-
tion is underway. 

Tv aCTRESS 
COMMITS SUICIDE 
IN INDORE
indore: a tv actress on 
Sunday committed suicide 
by hanging herself at her 
residence in Sai bagh 
Colony, under tejaji police 
station limits in indore. 
assistant Commissioner 
of police (aCp) motiur 
rahaman said that the tv 
actress has been identi-
fied as vaishali takkar 
(29). a suicide note was 
also recovered from the 
spot that suggests that 
she was stressed and was 
being harassed by her 
ex-boyfriend. rahman 
said that the tv actress 
was basically a resident of 
ujjain and she was living 
here under tejaji police 
station limits. the incident 
occurred around 12:30 
am on Sunday. on getting 
the information about the 
incident, the police rush to 
the spot.

MEENakShI 
SUNDaRESWaRaR 
TEMplE TO 
REMaIN ClOSED 
ON 25 OCTObER 
madurai: the madurai 
meenakshi Sundar-
eswarar temple will 
remain closed from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. on tuesday, 
said the temple officials. 
the move comes in view 
of the solar eclipse on 
25 october. according to 
the temple officials, the 
solar eclipse will begin 
at 11 a.m. and end at 7 
p.m. on tuesday and the 
devotees are allowed till 
11 a.m. and after 7 p.m.  

“this rule will be applied 
to all sub-temples of 
Sri meenakshi Sundar-
eswarar temple,” said 
temple officials.

CM bOMMaI 
aNNOUNCES 
Ex-GRaTIa FOR 
aCCIDENT vICTIMS 
bengaluru: Kar-
nataka Chief minister 
basavaraj bommai 
announced a solatium 
of rs 2 lakh to the fami-
lies of nine persons 
who died in a ghastly 
road accident near 
arsikere in hassan dis-
trict in the early hours 
of Sunday. talking to 
reporters at ambig-
rama helipad in K.r. 
pet taluk on Sunday, he 
said instructions had 
been given to conduct 
the postmortem of 
the deceased and 
handover the bodies to 
family members. the 
Karnataka Cm stated 
that rain has been 
falling in several parts 
of the state for the last 
three to four days, and 
officials have been 
directed to complete 
long-term perma-
nent and emergency 
projects as soon as 
possible. 

Basavraj Bommai

Villagers protest while sitting in the dirty water.



With the Election Commission finalizing the dates 
for the Himachal Pradesh assembly elections, the 
State is likely to witness a keen contest between 
the Congress and the BJP, which at present is in 
power. The overall mood amongst the people is for 
a Change but intense infighting within the Con-
gress camp can assist the BJP which otherwise 
is facing a huge anti-incumbency factor. Chief 
Minister Jairam Thakur shall have to do his best 
if he wants another term since the election there 
is being contested on his five year’s performance 
and not on the popularity factor of the Prime 
Minister. There are multiple issues, all related to 
economic reasons such as unemployment, rising 
prices, inflation and 
moreover in a state 
where many fami-
lies send their sons 
to the armed forces, 
the Agniveer debate 
could also become 
an issue that could 
influence the final 
outcome. Himachal 
has traditionally 
been electing the 
BJP and Congress 
every five years like 
it used to be the case 
in Uttrakhand also. 
However, the BJP is putting all its might to ensure 
that this trend like in Uttrakhand gets reversed 
and it remains in power. The BJP national presi-
dent, Jagat Prakash Nadda as also Union Minis-
ter Anurag Thakur are both from the region and 
therefore, they too may put in their maximum ef-
forts to help their party which after Prem Kumar 
Dhumal has not been able to find a suitable state 
level leader. It is also the first Assembly poll after 
the demise of Virbhadra Singh, easily the tallest 
leader who because of his immense popularity led 
the Congress campaign from the front. His wife, 
Pratibha Singh is the PCC president but does not 
enjoy the same hold over the voters as her late 
husband did. There is also a tussle in the Congress 
between the Pratibha camp and that of Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu, a sitting MLA and former Chief 
of the party who enjoys the support of most of the 
sitting party MLAs. The Congress is expected to 
finalise nearly 55 to 60 seats out of the total of 68 
by Sunday evening and expects that some defec-
tions from the BJP may take place in the coming 
few days. The party suffered a setback when its 
working president, Harsh Mahajan had recently 
joined the BJP and some other senior leaders gave 
statements which were not received well by the 
party high command. The AAP factor is also ex-
pected to have an impact in the polls. After win-
ning Punjab in such an impressive manner, politi-
cal observers thought that AAP would emerge as 
a major force in Himachal as well but this does not 
seem to be happening. But the presence of AAP 
candidates in many constituencies can harm the 
Congress prospects as they too would be eating 
into anti-BJP votes. The BJP has a well thought 
through strategy which if implemented could 
reap rich political dividends. The Congress on the 
other hand is mostly dependent on both Sukhu 
and Pratibha Singh and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, 
whose public meeting earlier this week was ex-
tremely well attended. The mood is for a change 
and it is to be seen how the Congress is able to 
translate this into votes. 

Pankaj Vohra

perspective
Tough fighT 

A close contest in 
HimAcHAl likely

The BJP national president, 
Jagat Prakash Nadda as 
also Union Minister Anurag 
Thakur are both from 
the region and therefore, 
they too may put in their 
maximum efforts to help 
their party which after 
Prem Kumar Dhumal has 
not been able to find a 
suitable state level leader. 

‘To ensure quick last 
mile delivery, end 
transport-related 

challenges, save time and 
money of the manufactur-
ers, prevent wastage of the 
agro-products, concerted 
efforts were made and one 
of the manifestations of 
those efforts is the National 
Logistics Policy”, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
said, on 17 September 2022, 
while launching this policy. 
Launched on the same day 
as the re-introduction of 
Cheetahs in India, the PM 
referred to the event by say-
ing that luggage should move 
quickly like a Cheetah, while 
noting that currently, logisti-
cal costs account for 13 to 14% 
of India’s GDP, almost double 
of what the costs are in many 
developed countries. From 
13-14% logistics cost, the aim 
is to bring it to single-digits 
as soon as possible. This, in 
a way, is a low-hanging fruit, 
if we have to become globally 
competitive. Logistics broad-
ly includes facilities crucial 
to trade: transport services 
for the movement of goods, 
storage facilities that are par-
ticularly essential for trade in 
perishable goods such as food 
items, fruits, and vegetables, 
and smooth functioning of 
government services that fa-
cilitate trade such as licensing 

and customs.
Modi noted that in India, 

which has become the 5th 
largest economy in the world, 
things are changing rapidly. 
The PM also said, “The echo 
of Make in India and India 
becoming self-reliant is ev-
erywhere. India is setting big 
export targets and is also ful-
filling them. The notion that 
India is emerging as a manu-
facturing hub, is stabilizing 
in the mind of the world. If 
we study the PLI scheme we 
will find that the world has 
accepted it.”

The National Logistics Pol-
icy is a combination of policy 
plus performance, which is 
equal to progress and is the 
result of eight long years of 
hard work. Schemes like 
Sagarmala, Bharatmala, ex-
pedited the work of Dedicat-
ed Freight Corridors (DFCs) 
to improve logistical connec-
tivity for systematic infra-
structure development. The 
total capacity of Indian ports 
has increased significantly 
and average turn-around 
time of container vessels has 
come down from 44 hours 
to 26 hours. For promoting 
exports, 40 air cargo termi-
nals have been constructed. 
30 airports have been provid-
ed cold-storage facilities. 35 
multimodal hubs are coming 
up in the country. Many new 
waterways are also being 
built in the country for eco-
friendly water transporta-
tion. Kisan Rail experiments 
during Corona in 2021, were 
a big success. Additionally, 
today 60 airports have the 
facility of Krishi Udan. 

The Modi government has 
worked towards initiatives 
like paperless EXIM trade 
process through e-sanchit, 
faceless assessment for cus-

toms, provisions for e-way 
bills, FASTag etc., that have 
greatly increased the effi-
ciency of the logistics sector. 
Change in drone policy and 
connecting it with the PLI 
scheme is promoting the 
use of drones in the logistics 
sector.

PM Gati-Shakti National 
Master Plan will be support-
ing the National Logistics 
Policy in all earnest. A huge 
data of information related 
to different infrastructure 
projects of State governments 
has been prepared. Today, 
data from Central and State 
governments in about 1500 
layers are coming onto the 
PM Gati-Shakti portal. The 
talent that will come out of 
the recently approved Gati-

Shakti University will also 
help a lot.PM Gati Shakti 
Plan, a 100 lakh crore na-
tional infrastructure master 
plan, will lay the founda-
tion for holistic infrastruc-
ture and give an integrated 
pathway to our economy. A 
single platform was launched 
for ministries to monitor the 
progress of various infra-
structure projects under this 
plan. The Modi government 
is aiming at adding over 200 
airports, helipads and water 
aerodromes where aircraft 
can land, over the next 4 to 
5 years, besides nearly dou-
bling the existing natural gas 
pipeline network of around 
19,000 km.

Today, the world is looking 
at India as a democratic su-
perpower. Be it service sec-

tor, manufacturing sector, 
automobiles, electronics, 
India under PM Modi is set-
ting big goals in every sector 
and achieving them too.  Be it 
India’s agricultural products, 
India made mobiles or India’s 
BrahMos missile, “Make in 
India” is an unabashed suc-
cess story. Made in India Co-
vid vaccines and medicines 
helped in saving millions of 
lives both locally and across 
the globe.

For the products manufac-
tured in India to dominate 
the world market, it is cru-
cial to have a strong support 
system. The National Logis-
tics Policy will greatly help 
in modernizing this support 
system. Strengthening of the 
logistics sector will not only 

make the life of common 
man easier but will also help 
in increasing the respect of 
labour and workers. NLP 
has immense potential for 
development of infrastruc-
ture, expansion of business 
and increasing employment 
opportunities. 

The need for a national lo-
gistics policy was felt since 
the logistics cost in India is 
high as compared to other 
developed economies.  Since 
2014, the government has put 
significant emphasis on im-
proving both, Ease of Doing 
Business and Ease of Living. 
National Logistics Policy, a 
comprehensive effort to ad-
dress issues of high cost and 
inefficiency by laying down 
an overarching interdisci-
plinary, cross-sectoral and 

multi-jurisdictional frame-
work for the development of 
the entire logistics ecosystem, 
is yet another step in this di-
rection. The policy is an en-
deavour to improve the com-
petitiveness of Indian goods, 
enhance economic growth, 
increase employment op-
portunities, value addition, 
enterprise and economies 
of scale.

It has been the vision 
of PM Modi to develop 
world-class modern in-
frastructure through the 
integration of all stakehold-
ers via holistic planning 
and implementation,so 
that efficiency and synergy 
are achieved in the execu-
tion of the project. The PM 
Gati-Shakti National Mas-

ter Plan,for muti-modal 
connectivity,launched last 
year, was a pioneering step 
in this direction. PM Gati-
Shakti will get further boost 
and complementarity with 
the launch of the National 
Logistics Policy.

In a Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry survey last year, 
titled ‘Logistics Ease Across 
Different States’, Gujarat 
and Haryana were ranked 
among the top States. The pa-
rameters included were the 
quality of road and railways 
infrastructure, road freight 
rates, quality of warehous-
ing infrastructure, etc. The 
survey suggested that States 
should focus on areas such 
as developing sector specific 
skilling infrastructure and 
streamlining logistics relat-

ed approval and clearance 
processes. The new logistics 
policy has four features: In-
tegration of Digital System 
(IDS); Unified Logistics 
Interface Platform (ULIP); 
Ease of Logistics (ELOG); 
and System Improvement 
Group (SIG). Under the IDS, 
30 different systems of seven 
departments are integrated – 
including data from the road 
transport, railways, customs, 
aviation and commerce de-
partments.

A Unified Logistics Inter-
face Platform (ULIP) will 
bring all the digital services 
related to the transportation 
sector into a single portal, 
freeing the exporters from 
a host of very long and cum-
bersome processes. Similarly, 
a new digital platform Ease 
of Logistics Services (E-Logs) 
has also been started for in-
dustry associations to re-
solve issues by reaching out 
directly to the government. 
Various programmes and 
schemes aimed at improving 
logistics, such as the FASTag 
for electronic toll tax collec-
tion and faceless assessment 
for customs, are underway. 

As per the NLP, financial 
and fiscal incentives, through 
review of GST rates and reg-
ulatory interventions to pro-
mote multimodal transpor-
tation, optimal modal mix, 
energy efficiency through 
adoption of technologies, will 
be developed through the 
relevant line ministries and 
invoked when feasible and 
necessary. Targets for achiev-
ing the vision of the National 
Logistics Policy are to reduce 
cost of logistics in India, to be 
comparable to global bench-
marks by 2030,improve the 
Logistics Performance Index 
ranking and endeavor to be 
among top 25 countries glob-
ally, by 2030. To create a data 
driven decision mechanism 
for an efficient logistics eco-
system, is the hallmark of the 
NLP and the Modi govern-
ment is fully committed to 
outperforming, on this front.
Sanju Verma is an Economist, 
National Spokesperson of BJP 
and Bestselling Author of  “The 
Modi Gambit”.

National Logistics 
Policy is a gamechanger
The National Logistics Policy is a combination of policy plus performance, 
which is equal to progress and is the result of eight long years of hard work
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ignorAnce or disrespect?

A big budget film Adipurush is 
slated to hit the screens in Jan-
uary next year. The publicity 
for the film started a little 
before Dussehra this year to 
build up hype. The lead actor 
Prabhas even flew down to 
attend Ram Leela at Red Fort, 
together with the President of 
India and the Chief Minister. 
A teaser of the film was also 
released at Ayodhya with 
much fanfare. It is the teaser 
which has ruffled feathers 
because it depicts Lord Ram 

with a moustache, Hanuman 
with a beard, and Ravana 
with spiky hair, aside from 
other aberrations.

Should the makers of Adi-
purush expect the Indian 
audience to be forgiving and 
overlook such distortions? 
I don’t believe they can, or 
should for what then will 
prevent future film makers 
from giving Lord Krishna a 
moustache as well or Lord 
Shiva a beard? Filmmakers 
cannot just play around with 
established iconography for 
they otherwise risk offending 
religious sensibilities. 

Whenever any writer tells 
a story, at the outset, he in-
cludes a physical description 
of the characters as and when 
they appear. The Ramayana 
and Mahabharata too tell a 
story and they are no excep-
tions to this rule. Neither Tul-
sidas’s nor Valmiki’s Rama-
yana suggests anywhere that 

Lord Ram kept a moustache. 
Had this been the case, the de-
piction of Lord Ram in thou-
sands of temples across the 
land would have had at least 
a few of the statutes showing 
him with a moustache.

The sculptures depicting 
Lord Ram in thousands of 
temples across India and 
even overseas all show him 
to be clean shaven which is in 
conformity with the written 
text. When calendar art was 
first introduced in India, the 
depictions similarly showed 
him to be cleanshaven, in con-
formity with the depictions in 
temples and the ancient texts 
of the Ramayana.

Clearly the film makers and 
the director did not mean to 
disrespect Lord Ram and the 
other divine presences that 
feature in the Ramayana, 
for why would they wish 
to sabotage their own film? 
With the controversy that 

has now emerged there are 
film critics who believe this 
is a singular case where it 
can be predicted that a film is 
bound to be a flop even before 
it has been released. In other 
words, public reception to the 
teaser has itself ensured that 
the film will not, cannot do 
well. Time alone will tell if 
this is true, but it is not an 
unreasonable presumption.

The film makers did not 
wish to disrespect Lord Ram 
in any way but they have 
certainly disrespected the 
cinema watching audience. 
This kind of carelessness is 
common enough though. For 
instance, this year the film 
Shabash Mithu cast Tapsee 
Pannu to play the cricketer 
Mithali Raj, although she 
does not resemble Mithali 
at all in appearance.  Chakda 
Xpress, another cricketing 
biopic on the female pace 
bowler Jhulan Goswami, who 

is nearly six feet tall, also has 
a much shorter and fairer 
Anushka Sharma starring in 
it. Filmmakers assume that 
the audience does not care for 
authenticity. They are wrong 
here. One of the reasons why 
the biopic on the life of MS 
Dhoni was such a success 
was because his character 
was portrayed by the late 
actor Sushant Singh Rajput, 
who was also from Bihar and 
possessed a not dissimilar 
build. This is not to dimin-
ish Sushant’s outstanding 
performance in the film in 
any manner. As on date, film-
makers do not appear to care 
for authenticity. But money 
talks, and sooner or later, suc-
cessive box office failures will 
force them to care, and have 
greater respect for the audi-
ence.

It is one thing to depict a 
cricketing legend wrongly, 
where sentiments will not 

be overly affected even if as 
a consequence the movie un-
derperforms. It is a complete-
ly different thing to do so with 
someone like Lord Ram, Devi 
Sita, Lakshman and Hanu-
man. The Goddess Lakshmi 
has an owl as her vehicle, and 
in India the owl is considered 
to be a foolish bird. There is a 
view that Goddess Lakshmi’s 
vahan indicates how in this 
world of ours, there are very 
many foolish people with lots 
of money to blow up. Spend-
ing the enormous sum of four 
hundred and fifty crores on 
the making of a film where 
even the basics go wrong in 
such a fashion does appear to 
an act of monumental stupid-
ity, if not crassness and insen-
sitivity.

Old timers will remember 
the Ramanand Sagar televi-
sion serial on the Ramayana 
which was a huge hit in the 
late eighties. Arun Govil, who 

played Lord Ram became 
an instant celebrity. Para-
doxically enough though, 
his very success in playing 
the part may have ensured 
that he could not get other 
roles, because once having 
him seen him as Ram, the 
audience would not have ac-
cepted him as a comedian, 
villain or a supporting actor, 
or even a singing and danc-
ing hero! Something similar 
happened to Dipika Chikhlia 
who played Sita.

If such little attention has 
been paid by the makers of 
Adipurush to the physical ap-
pearance of Lord Ram and 
the other divine and not-
so-divine personages, such 
as Ravana, that form part of 
the Ramayana story, it stands 
to reason that the script too 
is likely to be found wanting 
in many respects. The focus 
of Adipurush appears to have 
been more to dazzle the audi-

ence, especially the younger 
set, with VFX and special 
effects, than to tell a timeless 
tale that captured the imagi-
nation of the people of this 
land for thousands of years. 
A similar attempt was made 
not long ago with another 
big budget film, Brahmasthra, 
which was also panned for its 
terrible screenplay.

Meanwhile India still awaits 
a film maker who has genu-
ine reverence for our ancient 
epics, who seeks to tell a truly 
meaningful tale filled with 
emotion, passion but also 
wisdom, and for whom the 
profits that will follow will be 
incidental, though not unim-
portant.

Rajesh Talwar is an author of 35 
books across multiple genres. He 
has worked for the United Na-
tions for over two decades across 
three continents in numerous 
countries.

The controversial depiction of Lord Ram in ‘Adipurush’

rajesh talwar 
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The Madras High Court in 
the case Asia (Chennai) En-
gineering Company Private 
Limited Versus the Assistant 
Commissioner observed and 
has held that the GST De-
partment should consider a 
reply to a show cause notice 
issued even if it is sent by the 
assessee through the post 
and not the portal.
The Single bench compris-
ing of Justice M. Nirmal 
Kumar, while rejecting the 
objection of the department 
that the postal/physical re-
ply to them shall not be con-
sidered observed and has 
directed the department to 
give an opportunity for per-
sonal hearing to the petition-
er, hearing the objections to 
peruse the documents sub-
mitted and the explanations.
In the present case, the pe-
titioner contended that the 
show cause notice was is-
sued to the petitioner for 
revoking the erroneous re-
fund claim. A reply was sent 
by the petitioner which has 
been received by the respon-
dent. Thus, it could be seen 
through the tracking of the 
postal department as well 
as the letter from the postal 
department. It had been 
received by the petitioner 
that the adjudication order 
passed by the respondent, 
wherein it is stated that, as 
a part of the principles of 
natural justice, a personal 
hearing was offered to the 
petitioner, and since no one 
appeared, the court passed 
an adjudication order.
It was contended by the peti-
tioner that he had sent a hard 
copy of the reply to the show 
cause notice, which was 
not considered and as per 

Section 75(4) of the Central 
Goods and Service Tax Act, 
2017, it is clearly been held 
that “an opportunity of hear-
ing shall only be granted 
where a request is received 
in writing from the person 
chargeable with penalty or 
tax, or where any adverse 
decision is contemplated 
against the such person”. It 
contended that when the ad-
judication officer, on comple-
tion of adjudication, decides 
to impose a penalty or any 
penalty imposed against 
the assessee, naturally, an 
opportunity is given. No op-
portunity was given to the 
petitioner. It was submitted 
by the petitioner that the 
personal hearing notice was 
not sent to the portal register 
of the respondents beyond 
the period of thirty days on 
January 8, 2022, by postal.
It had been contended by the 
department that as per Sec-
tion 169, the circumstances 
under which the notice has 
to be served are stated in 
which one of the modes is 
through email. On the por-
tal, the personal details have 
been posted by sending a 
communication to the email 

address provided at the time 
of registration of the assess-
ee/dealers and by making 
the information available 
on a common portal. Like-
wise, notices have been sent 
through email.
The screenshot has been 
produced by the petitioner 
of the details available in 
the portal on 20.08.2022 
wherein it shows a show 
cause notice under Section 
73 and 74 and GST DRC-01 
was initiated and issued on 
30.11.2021 and the due date 
to reply is on 30.12.2021, 
while confirming the refusal 
of personal hearing details.
It was also held by the court 
that the only objection of the 
department is that the postal 
or physical reply was not 
considered since it was not 
sent through a portal. How-
ever, the petitioner deserves 
a personal hearing so that 
his objections can be heard.
Further, the court directed 
the respondent to fix the 
personal hearing date for 
the petitioner, give him an 
opportunity to receive any 
documents if produced, and 
thereafter proceed with the 
show cause notices.

IN COURT

MADRAS HIGH COURT: GST 
DEPTARTMENT TO CONSIDER 
REPLY TO SCN SENT BY ASSESSEE 
THROUGH POST AND NOT PORTAL

The Nagpur bench of 
the Bombay High 
Court in the case Sm. 

Mina vs Union of India ob-
served and has held that a 
married daughter of a victim 
of a railway accident would 
also be entitled to compensa-
tion under the Railways Act 
even though she might not 
be dependent on him.

The bench comprising of 
Justice M.S. Jawalkar ob-
served and has stated that 
if Section 123(b)(i) of the 
Railway Act is perused, it is 
the definition of dependant 
wherein daughter is includ-
ed. There being no quali-
fication either married or 
unmarried daughter. Thus, 
such a claimant is entitled for 
compensation.

It was observed that the 
court relied on the SC judge-
ment in the case Manjiri 
Bera Vs. Oriental Insurance 
Co. Ltd, wherein it was held 
by the Apex Court that the 
married daughter was enti-
tled to compensation being 
a legal representative, and 
non-dependency cannot be 
a ground to deny her com-
pensation.

In the present case, the 
petitioner Mina Shahare, a 

45-year-old labourer from 
Gondia district of Maha-
rashtra, had approached 
the HC against a 2013 order 
of the Railway Claims Tribu-
nal dismissing her claim for 
Rs.8,00,000/- along with 
interest from the date of ac-
cident.

As per the Shahare’s com-
plaint, her father was travel-
ling from Gondia to Wadsa 
by a passenger train in 2011 
and due to the rush in the 

train he fell off and died in-
stantly. However, as per the 
petition, he was standing 
near the door of the coach 
when the incident happened.

Further, the deceased was a 
ticketless traveller, and died 
due to his own negligence, 
the railways administration 
argued. It had been submit-
ted that the alleged incident 
is not covered under Section 
123 & 124 of the Railways Act, 
1989 and it had been stated 

that Shahare was married 
and therefore she is not en-
titled to any compensation.

While relying on the SC 
judgement of Rina Devi, the 
bench held that the absence 
of a ticket cannot be a ground 
for denial of compensation 
and if the deceased died by 
falling off the train and his 
family cannot be expected to 
produce a ticket, the bench 
observed while relying on 
another judgement.

The bench observed while 
directing Railways to pay the 
petitioner compensation of 
Rs. 8 lakh that as such there 
cannot be said to be negli-
gence on the part of deceased 
when it is strict liability of 
railway and in view of the 
referred judgments, it has 
to be inferred that deceased 
being a bonafide passenger 
and he fell down from run-
ning train was an untoward 
incident.

IN COURT

BOMBAY HIGH COURT: MARRIED 
DAUGHTER OF DECEASED ALSO 
ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION 
UNDER RAILWAYS ACT
TDG NETWORK 

The Delhi High Court in the case 
Kush Raj Bhatia v. DLF Power and 
Services Limited observed and has 
held that the place of arbitration 
would not become the seat of arbi-
tration when the parties have con-
ferred exclusive jurisdiction on a 
Court other than the seat Court.
The bench comprising of Justice 
Neena Bansal Krishna observed 
and has held that conferring exclu-
sive jurisdiction, over a Court dif-
ferent from the Court at the place 
of arbitration and the same would 
be a contrary indicia and the place 
of arbitration would merely be the 
venue and only the Court at which 
exclusive jurisdiction is conferred 
shall have the jurisdiction to decide 
all applications arising out in rela-
tion of the arbitration between the 
parties.
Facts of the Case:
In the present case, the parties en-
tered into a Registered Lease Deed 
dated 10.05.2011 vide which the 
petitioner leased the subject prop-
erty to the respondent for monthly 
rent to the tune of 1,90,650/- with a 
period of over 11 years as the lock-in 
period.
However, a dispute arose between 
the parties when allegedly the 
respondent stopped paying the 
monthly rent. Therefore, the lease 
deed was terminated by the re-
spondent, thus, the petitioner was 
constrained to issue the notice of ar-
bitration suggesting the name of the 
arbitrator. In its reply, the respon-
dent did not agree with the proposal 
of the petitioner. Thus, the petitioner 
approached the High Court under 
Section 11 of the A&C Act.
Objections Made By The Court:
It was objected by the respondent to 

the maintainability of the petition on 
the following grounds:
The present dispute between the 
parties involves a landlord-tenant 
relationship which is governed by a 
special Statute i.e., Haryana Urban 
(Control of Rent and Eviction) Act, 
1973, therefore, the dispute arose 
between the parties is not arbitrable.
The Delhi High Court has no juris-
diction as the Lease Deed conferred 
exclusive jurisdiction on the Courts 
at Gurugram, Haryana.
It is only mentions in the arbitration 
clause New Delhi as the place of arbi-
tration and the same cannot amount 
to designating a seat of arbitration.
Analysis Made by the Court:
It had been held by the court that 
the dispute between the parties 
pertains to the recovery of rent for 
which there is no provision in the 

Haryana Rent Legislation, however, 
the objection taken by the respon-
dent regarding non-arbitrability of 
the subject matter is not tenable and 
liable to be rejected.
Further, the court dealt with the ob-
jection regarding the jurisdiction of 
the Court to entertain the petition. It 
was observed by the Court that both 
under Clauses 48 & 49 of the Lease 
Deed, the parties have conferred ex-
clusive jurisdiction upon the Courts 
at Gurugram, Haryana. Moreover, it 
was only mentioned in the arbitra-
tion clause, New Delhi as the place 
of arbitration.
Further, the court referred to judg-
ments of the Supreme Court and 
various High Courts to hold that 
mere expression ‘place of arbitration’ 
cannot be the basis to determine the 
intention of the parties that the par-

ties have intended that place as the 
“Seat of Arbitration”. The court held 
that intention of the parties to desig-
nate a place as seat of arbitration is to 
be determined on the basis of other 
relevant clauses.
The court also referred to the Su-
preme Court judgement in the case 
Roger Shashoua v. Mukesh Sharma, 
wherein to hold that a place would 
be deemed to be the seat of arbitra-
tion unless there is any contrary in-
dication or Contrary Indicia. Thus, 
the court held that conferment of 
exclusive jurisdiction on the Courts 
at Gurugram, Haryana is a contrary 
indication that the parties did not 
intend to make New Delhi the seat 
of arbitration.
It was held by the Court that New 
Delhi would remain the place of ar-
bitration but the seat of arbitration 

IN COURT

Delhi High Court: Place Of Arbitration 
Would Not Become The ‘Seat When 
The Exclusive Jurisdiction Is Conferred 
On A Court At A Different Place
TDG NETWORK 

The Director General of Foreign Trade 
(DGFT) has notified the procedure for gen-
eral authorization for an export after repair 
in India (GAER).

However, the export of imported Special 
Chemicals, Organisms, Materials, Equip-
ment, and Technologies (SCOMET) items to 
the same entity abroad after repair in India 
will be allowed on the basis of a one-time 
GAER subject to post-reporting on a quar-
terly basis issued by DGFT and the same is 
subject to various conditions.

Thus, the SCOMET items were imported 
to a authorized/designated repair facility in 
India for the purpose of repair under a con-
tract agreement/Master Service agreement 
(MSA) and the items are imported under a 
contract agreement between the Indian ex-
porter, the entities of the repair facility (if it is 
different from that of the exporter), and the 
entity abroad defining a Statement of Work 
(SOW) or Scope of Work, including condi-
tions for undertaking the repair in India.

To the same entity the items are to be im-
ported and the location abroad from which 
they have been imported. The exporter is re-
quired to register and to obtain general au-

thorization for export after repair only once 
during the validity period. Consequently, 
re-export/export is subject to post-reporting.

It had been required by the exporter to 
provide a Bill of Entry for the imported item 
while applying for GAER for the first ship-
ment.

Further, a general authorization for export 
after the repair is valid for one year from the 
date of issuance, subject to subsequent post-
reporting (s) within 30 days of the date of 
such export.

The original specifications/characteristics 
of the SCOMET item(s) have not changed af-
ter repair, and no value addition has occurred 
during the repair work. No export authorisa-
tion would be granted when the initial export 
authorisation has been suspended, revoked 
or modified by the country of import.

A proof is required of import of the item and 
proof of obligation for the repair of defective 
or damaged items.

It had been issued by GAER of repaired 
imported SCOMET items is valid for one 
year from the date of issue and is subject to 
subsequent post-reporting (s) within 30 days 
of such export. Therefore, GAER cannot be 
re-validated in terms of Paragraph 2.80 of 
HBP of FTP 2015-20.

IN COURT

DGFT: PROCEDURE NOTIFIED FOR 
GENERAL AUTHORISATION FOR 
EXPORT AFTER REPAIR IN INDIA

TDG NETWORK 



policy & politicsthe daily guardian review
monday |  17  october 2022

new delhi 9

At a function held at the 
Forged wheel plant (FWP) 
of RINL at Raebareli today, 
Shri Sanjay Singh, , Sec-
retary , Ministry of Steel , 
flagged off the 1stconsign-
ment of LHB wheels to 
the Indian Railways in 
the presence of Atul Bhatt 
CMD, RINL, Ms. Ruchika 
Chaudhary Govil, Addl. 
Secretary to the Ministry 
of Steel and a host of other 
dignitaries.

Earlier, Sanjay Singh in-
spected the Forged wheel 
plant of RINL and ex-
pressed happiness at the 
collective, cohesive and 
dedicated commitment of 
RINL in manufacturing the 
much needed LHB wheels.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Sanjay  Singh expressed 
happiness at the despatch 
of first consignment of 
LHB wheels to the Indian 
Railways and described it 
as a momentous occasion 
in the history of RINL. He 
expressed confidence that 
FWP will be a game chang-
er for RINL. He said that it 
is yet another step towards 
Atmanirbhar Bharat. He 
praised the Forged wheel 
plant of RINL for its very 
high levels of automation 
and advised leverage the 
latest technologies for cost 
cutting. Shri Singh exhort-
ed RINL collective to align 
its operations towards 
Industry 4.0 and obtain 
necessary certification and 
work towards exponential 

growth.
Atul Bhatt, CMD, RINL, 

described the 1stdespatch 
of LHB wheels as a major 
milestone and said that 
everyone at RINL is deeply 
committed and striving 
hard to take RINL to great-
er heights. He profusely 
thanked Shri Jyotiraditya 
M. Scindia, Union Minister 
of Steel and Faggan Singh 
Kulaste, Minister of state 
for Steel for their continu-
ous motivation and guid-
ance which enabled de-
velopment of LHB wheels 
by RINL from FWP. He 
thanked SMS Germany, 
NSH, SMS India, RDSO 
(Research Design and Stan-
dards Organisation of In-
dian Railways), consultant 
MECON for their unstint-
ed support in achieving the 
unique feat of producing 
LHB wheels from FWP. 
Atul Bhatt emphasized 

that the plant has the po-
tential to produce high 
quality wheels not just for 
Indian Railways but also to 
become a supplier of choice 
for the railroads of devel-
oped countries.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Ruchika Chaudhary 
Govil, Addl. Secretary to 
the Ministry of Steel con-
gratulated RINL on the 
great achievement and 
expressed confidence that 
RINL will be ready to meet 
the future diversified needs 
of Indian Railways. She 
said that RINL has gone 
from strength to strength 
and with the production 
of LHB wheels.  RINL 
transformed its brand im-
age from being a Steel pro-
ducer to a manufacturer 
of international standards. 
RINL’s production of LHB 
wheels will not only help 
in import substitution but 

will also encourage export 
promotion.

B.L.Bairwa, ED, RDSO 
lauded the untiring efforts 
of RINL for establishing 
the sophisticated plant at 
FWP and assured contin-
ued support.

ND Rao, PCMM (Princi-
pal chief materials manag-
er) , Modern coach factory, 
Rae Bareli congratulated 
RINL for the first despatch 
of LHB wheels and also 
expressed confidence that 
FWP would be able to fulfil 
the gap created by the stop-
page of supply of forged 
wheels from the traditional 
suppliers from Ukraine etc.,

Earlier, Dr. VR Bapa 
rao, Chief general man-
ager & HOD, FWP gave 
an overview of FWP and 
its achievements. Shri K. 
Srinivas, Chief general 
manager (FWP) proposed 
the vote of thanks.

MANUFACTURING

First Consignment of LHB Wheels to 
Indian Railways Flags off from Forged 
Wheel Plant (FWP) of RINL at Raebareli
Sanjay Singh, Secretary (Steel), lauds RINL 
Collective for their Efforts in Realising PM’s Vision 
in Atmanirbhar Bhart and developing Brand India
SANJEEVANI MIDHA AND PRAD-
HUMN HARIT

Piyush Goyal, Union 
Minister of Com-
merce and Industry, 

Consumer Affairs, Food 
and Public Distribution 
and textiles, today said that 
India will achieve 2 trillion 
export target by 2030.

The Minister was speak-
ing at the Exporters Con-
clave held at Chennai in this 
context current geo political 
scenario to discuss the is-
sues and the way forwards 
to keep the growth momen-
tum. The session was par-
ticipated by a large number 
of leading exporters from 
Tamil Nadu comprising 
various sectors of exports.

India recorded new mile-
stones in goods & services 
exports in the last fiscal 
clocking US$ 422 Bn in 
merchandise sectors and 
US$ 254 Bn in services 
exports. 50% of the incre-
mental GDP in 2021-22 
was contributed by the ex-
ports sector. As stated by 
the Hon’ble Prime Minis-
ter, exports play a key role 
in transition of a country 
from a developing to a de-
veloped status, we have to 
push our exports so as to be 
in the comity of developed 
countries. Despite global 
headwinds, Indian exports 
have done reasonably well 
clocking 15% growth in the 

first six months of the cur-
rent fiscal. 

At the meeting, the Minis-
ter emphasised on sustain-
ing the export momentum 
and said that he is confi-
dence that Indian exports 
will be able to wither the 
global headwinds and will 
surpass growth in exports 
by a big margin. While 
highlighting the growth 
of economy towards be-
coming developed nation, 
Hon’ble Minister said that 
by 2047, country will be-
come 30 Trillion economy 
with 25% share in exports. 
By the year 2030, exports 
from India will be 2 trillion 
with 1 trillion product ex-
port with CAGR growth of 
11 to 12% and 1 trillion ser-
vice exports with CAGR of 
18-19%. 

The industry participants 
were assured that Govern-
ment is committed to ad-
dress the issues raised by 
them and many of the is-
sues raised were resolved 
on the spot. The Com-
merce and Industry Min-
ister urged the trade and 
industry to make all efforts 
to achieve higher export 
growth in this financial 
year. 

Dr A Sakthivel, Presi-
dent, FIEO in his welcome 
address said that India is 
having very good opportu-
nities for exports to Russia 

and the EU despite reces-
sionary trends visible there 
and estimated that  an ad-
ditional export of US$ 8-10 
Bn to Russia in the next 12 
months and US$ 15-20 Bn 
to the EU can be exported . 
Russia’s principal exports, 
of the total exports of US$. 
However he highlighted the 
liquidity problems of the 

exporters  and requested 
the Hon’ble Minister for 
introducing Exports Re-
finance Facility for banks 
so as to refinance them at 
Repo rate to the extent of 
credit extended to the ex-
port sector.  The levy of GST 
on exports freight has fur-
ther added to our liquidity 
woes and FIEO President 

requested for intervention 
of Hon’ble Minister for get-
ting exemption from GST 
on exports freight .Look-
ing into the rising interest 
rates , which have already 
crossed pre –covid level, Dr. 
Sakthivel said that the ex-
porters are looking towards 
increasing interest subven-
tion to 5% for MSMEs man-

ufacturers and 3% to all in 
respect of 410 tariff lines.

He thanked the Hon’ble 
Minister for agreeing to in-
clude Iron & Steel, Pharma 
and Chemical sectors un-
der the RoDTEP Scheme 
which will impart further 
competitiveness to these 
sectors. 

Dr Shanmuga Sundaram 

IAS Development Com-
missioner, MEPZ SEZ in 
his address highlighted the 
export potentials of Tamil 
Nadu and as well as export 
from SEZ and said that the 
State is having highly de-
veloped industrial manu-
facturing eco system and 
one of the largest hub for 
production of Automobile, 

textiles, leather, engineer-
ing, etc. 

Exporters have flagged 
several issues related to the 
rising of cost of raw mate-
rials and subdued demand 
in certain key export mar-
kets and the need for more 
support to the exporters in 
this difficult time. Industry 
leaders requested for in-
cluding left out sectors un-
der RoDTEP and rationali-
sation of existing RoDTEP 
rates, exploring possibility 
for increased support un-
der Interest Equalisation 
Scheme(IES) and  under 
Market Access Initiative 
(MAI), and operationalisa-
tion of  Production-Linked 
Incentive (PLI) Schemes for 
additional sectors. 

Other issues discussed 
during the session includes 
Need for higher subvention 
under the Interest Equal-
ization Scheme both for 
manufacturer MSMEs and 
exporters of 410 tariff lines; 
Relief on Average Export 
Obligation under EPCG 
for Service Sector; Export 
Benefit extension for ex-
port to Russia under Rupee 
payment; Higher freight 
costs; Withdrawal of 50% 
duty of export of law-grade 
Iron Ore; PLI scheme for 
Leather, Handloom, Auto 
parts etc. NTBs faced by 
the exporters in EU, Japan, 
China, etc 

India to achieve $ 2 Trillion export 
target by 2030 

EXPORTS 

TDG NETWORK 

Union Home and Coopera-
tion Minister Amit Shah laid 
the Foundation Stone of the 
Rajmata Vijayaraje Scindia 
Terminal of Gwalior Airport, 
today in Madhya Pradesh. 
Shri Amit Shah performed 
Bhoomi Pujan and dedi-
cated tap-water projects of 
worth Rs. 4,200 crore and 
handed over houses built 
under the Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana to beneficia-
ries. Several dignitaries in-
cluding the Chief Minister 
of Madhya Pradesh Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan, Union Ag-
riculture Minister Naren-
dra Singh Tomar and Union 
Civil Aviation Minister Jyoti-
raditya Scindia were present 
on the occasion.
In his address, the Union 
Home Minister said recently, 
on behalf of 130 crore people 
of the country, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi with his 
immense faith worshiped 
Mahakal. He said  previous 
Governments kept India’s 
cultural heritage in a dilapi-
dated condition even after 
being in power foryears. He 
said Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi  respected all 
our values   equally without 
indulging in the politics of 
appeasement.
Amit Shah said today a 
State-of-the-Art terminal 
building of the airport has 
been inaugurated and it will 
be one of the best airports in 
the country. He said Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
has put forward the goal of 
providing houses to every 
poor person in cities or vil-
lages. He said the previous 
Government had stopped all 
schemes in Madhya Pradesh, 
but after taking over as Chief 
Minister again, Shri Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan re-started 

all the schemes and has 
vowed to complete them 
beforethe target of 2024. He 
said  Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had started the 
scheme of ‘Har Ghar Nal Se 
Jal’, and that too was stopped 
by the previous Government, 
but Shri Shivraj Singh Chou-
hanre-started that scheme 
and works worth about 
Rs.4,200 crore for Gwalior 
are being started, today. He 
said this airport has a built-
up area of   25,000 square 
meters in which capacity 
has been expanded from 1.6 
lakh passengers per year to 
11 lakh passengers per year. 
Powered by green energy 
with 2.5 GW of solar power, 
this airport has the capacity 
to handle more than 1,400 
passengers simultaneously. 

Along with this, a cargo ter-
minal has also been built, 
which will be useful for 
sending MSME products 
and small scale industries 
worldwide of the Gwalior-
Chambal Division.
The Union Home Minister 
said under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, there has been a  great 
amount of development in 
infrastructure across the 
country. He said  during the 
tenure of the previous gl-
Government at the Centre, 12 
kms of National Highways 
were constructed per day, 
today 37 kms of National 
Highways are constructed 
per day. Earlier, 375 km of 
Railway lines was laid in a 
year, this has increased to 
1458 km per year. Earlier, 

the Agriculture budget was 
Rs. 27,000 crore, which has 
now been increased to Rs. 
1,24,000 crore by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
Under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the UnionGovern-
ment is workimg towards 
all-round development.
Amit Shah said many prob-
lems, which could not be 
solved for years, have been 
re-solved by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. He said 
Prime Minister Modi laid 
the Foundation Stone of the 
grand Ram temple. With his 
determination and morale 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi removed Article 370 
from Jammu &Kashmir on 
August 5, 2019. Rajpath has 
been converted into ‘Kar-
tavyapath’. Prime Minister 
Modi has accomplished 
many such tasks which 
could never have been done 
earlier.
The Union Home Minister 
said Prime Minister Modi 
also brought the UDAN 
scheme in the Civil Aviation 
sector and today 10 million 
passengers are traveling by 
air due to air connectivity be-
tween 2-tier and 3-tier cities. 
He said with the use of tech-
nology, Prime Minister Modi 
has provided 224 crore CO-
VID-19 vaccines free of cost 
in our vast country. Apart 
from this, the Government 
led by Shri Narendra Modi 
has also provided free ration 
to the poor for about two and 
a half years. Shri Shah said 
Shri  Modi  has provided 
housing, electricity, toilets 
and health facilities up to 
Rs. five lakh and free ration 
to 80 crore people. He said 
all-round development of 
Madhya Pradesh is the goal 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Shri Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan.

AVIATION

UNION HOME AND COOPERATION MINISTER AMIT SHAH 
LAID FOUNDATION STONE OF RAJMATA VIJAYARAJE 
SCINDIA TERMINAL OF GWALIOR AIRPORT TODAY
SANJEEVANI MIDHA AND PRAD-
HUMN HARIT

   Amit Shah performed Bhoomi Pujan and dedicated 
tap-water projects worth Rs. 4,200 crore and handed 
over houses under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana to ben-
eficiaries

   Previous governments, even after being in power for 
years, kept India’s cultural heritage in dilapidated condi-
tion, but Prime Minister  Narendra Modi  respected our 
values equally without indulgingin appeasement politics

   Under leadership of Prime Minister  Narendra Modi, 
there has been a great amount of infrastructure develop-
ment across the country

   When previous Government was in power, 12 km/
day of national highways were built,now it is 37 km/day, 
earlier 375 km/year of Railway lines were laid, this has 
increased to 1,458 km/year

   Earlier, the Agriculture budget was Rs. 27,000 crore, 



भगवंत मान
मु मंी, पंजाब 

महीने 

साल 

बनाम

हसदा वसदा

पंजाब

सूचना एवं लोक संपक  िवभाग, पंजाब

 नेक  सरकार, नीयत अी
Ÿ एक िवधायक-एक प�शन  

Ÿ �ा�ार िवरोधी हे�लाइन, 212 िगर�ार  

Ÿ पंजाब से िद�ी हवाई अ तक सीधी सरकारी बस सेवा  

Ÿ शहीदो ंके प�रवारो ंकी ए�-�ेिशया रािश 1 करोड़ �पए की  

Ÿ शहीद भगत िसंह ह�रयाली लहर-1.12 करोड़ पौधे लगाए  

Ÿ मज़दूरो ंएवं िनमा�ण कामगारो ंके नतम वेतन म� वृ�� 

Ÿ सभी पिव धािम�क �ंथो ंको लेकर जाने वाले वाहनो ंका टै� माफ  

Ÿ मोहाली अंतरराीय हवाई अ का नाम शहीद भगत िसंह के नाम पर �

Ÿ दूध की कीमत म� 20 �पए �ित िकलो फैट के िहसाब से वृ�� 

Ÿ लुिधयाना, िफऱोज़पुर और जालंधर म� नए दु� �संरण संयं एवं �मता म� वृ��

ा एवं िशा  शासिनक सुधार  

उोग  

खेल एवं युवा काण

रोजग़ार  

कृिष  
िबजली

Ÿ पहली बार मँूग की �सल की 7275 �पए �ित वंटल नतम समथ�न मू� 

के साथ खरीद, कृि� का �ेफल 5400 से बढ़कर 1,28,000 एकड़ �आ  

Ÿ धान की सीधी िबजाई के िलए 1500 �पए �ित एकड़ की दर से 26 करोड़ 

�पए की स��डी  

Ÿ ग की खरीद कीमत म� 20 �पए �ित वंटल वृ�� 

Ÿ पहली बार ग के 4�2 करोड़ �पए की सारी बकाया रािश का भुगतान

Ÿ 230 करोड़ �पए िकसानो ंके क�ाण और �सल �ित मुआवजे के िलए 

Ÿ 600 यूिनट मु� िबजली �ित िबल के िहसाब से 4�.�3 लाख प�रवारो ं

का ज़ीरो िबल  

Ÿ 31 िदसंबर, 2021 तक के सभी लंिबत िबजली िबल माफ  

Ÿ काटे गए ऐसे सभी कनै�न बहाल  

Ÿ पहली बार धान के सीजन के दौरान बवैलो ंऔर उोगो ंके िलए 

कोई िबजली कट नही ं

Ÿ बवैलो ंके लोड बढ़ाने का शु� 4750 �पए से �टाकर 2500 �पए 

�ित हॉस� पावर िकया, 1,87,000 िकसानो ंको �आ लाभ  

Ÿ सेवा केो ंम� 122 नई सेवाएं आरंभ  

Ÿ सेवा केो ंम� साह के सातो ंिदन िनरंतर सेवाएं

Ÿ पंजाब के नाग�रको ंके िलए ई-लन�र लाइस�स की शु�आत  

Ÿ पहला कागज़ रिहत बजट पेश  

Ÿ ई-��प पेपर की शु�आत 

Ÿ पा�रवा�रक ज़मीन िवभाजन पोट�ल की शु�आत  

Ÿ वाहनो ंका पंजीकरण �माण प �र भेजने की वथा

Ÿ युवाओ ंके �ो�ािहत करने के िलए ‘खेडां वतन पंजाब िदयांʼ शु�  

Ÿ रामंडल खेलो ंके 23 पदक िवजेताओ ंको �.30 करोड़ �पए के नकद ईनाम  �

Ÿ पहली बार रामंडल खेलो ंम� िहा लेने वालो ंको भी नकद ईनाम  �

Ÿ शहीद भगत िसंह युवा पुरार दोबारा शु�  

Ÿ नई औोिगक एवं वसाय िवकास नीित-2022  

Ÿ पंजाब म� 21000 करोड़ �पए का नया िनवेश, �3000 नई नौक�रयाँ िमल�गी 

Ÿ 2600 करोड़ �पए की लागत से टाटा �ील �ांट थािपत िकया जाएगा 

Ÿ पराली �बंधन के िलए भारत का सबसे बड़ा कड बायोगैस �ोजै संग�र 

म� थािपत  

Ÿ िनवेश के िलए �ि�या सुिवधाजनक बनाने के िलए िसंगल िवंडो की वथा

Ÿ 100 आम आदमी �ीिनक शु�, 3,47,1�3 मरीज़ो ंका ईलाज  

Ÿ संग�र म� संत अतर िसंह म�ूआना मेिडकल कॉलेज के अलावा 

होिशयारपुर और कपूरथला म� दो नए मेिडकल कॉलेज  

Ÿ 13 और नए मेिडकल कॉलेज ज� ही होगें थािपत  

Ÿ कॉलेज/ िविवालय के अापको ंकी यू.जी.सी वेतनमान लागू 

करने की लंिबत माँग पूरी 

Ÿ 8736 संिवदा अापक िनयिमत िकए

Ÿ 28000 और संिवदा कम��ा�रयो ंको भी िनयिमत िकया 

जाएगा  

Ÿ 18543 सरकारी नौक�रयाँ �दान  

Ÿ पंजाब पुिलस म� 2500 नई भत�  
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CLASHES IN IRAN 

FOUR DEAD, 61 INJURED IN IRAN’S 
EVIN PRISON BLAZE

At least four people died and 
61 were injured in the fire 
at Tehran’s Evin prison on 
Saturday, state news agency 
IRNA reported.

The fire erupted as a result 
of clashes among a num-
ber of inmates, according 
to the judiciary adding that 
this prompted security and 
health forces to help stop 
the skirmish. The security 

sent 70 prisoners engulfed 
in the fire to a safe place. 51 
of the injured were treated 
immediately and 10 others 
were hospitalized, accord-
ing to IRNA.

According to the report, the 
four prisoners who lost their 
lives in the fire were among 
those who were imprisoned 
on the charge of theft.

The situation at the Evin 
prison returned to normal 
conditions in the early hours 
of Sunday and prisoners were 

allowed to make phone calls 
with their families.

The state media outlet, in 
the initial stage, claimed that 
clashes inside Evin Prison on 
Saturday have nothing to do 
with the recent unrest in the 
country.

It said the ward of prison-
ers incarcerated on security 
charges is separate from the 
ward of bandits and prison-
ers serving their jail terms on 
financial charges where the 
fire incident happened. 

TDG NETWORK
TEHRAN

UNCOMPROMISING 

WILL NOT COMPROMISE ON SOVEREIGNTY: 
TAIWAN RESPONDS TO XI JINPING’S SPEECH

Shortly after Chinese 
leader Xi Jinping said 
Beijing will not re-

nounce the use of force to 
reunite Taiwan, the island 
nation responded by saying 
that it will never compromise 
on the values of sovereignty, 
democracy and freedom.

“The national security team 
is closely monitoring the situ-
ation and will continue to pay 
close attention to subsequent 
developments,” Taiwan pres-
idential office spokesperson 
Chang Tun-han was quoted 
as saying by CNN. “It is the 
consensus of the Taiwanese 
public that territorial sov-
ereignty, democracy and 
freedom cannot be compro-
mised, and military confron-
tation must not be the option 

for both sides of the Taiwan 
Strait,” the spokesperson 
added.

This response comes af-
ter Xi today warned Tai-
wan, saying it would “never 
promise to renounce the use 
of force and we reserve the 
option of taking all measures 
necessary.” “Complete reuni-
fication of our country must 
be realized,” he was quoted as 
saying by CNN.

Delivering a report to the 
20th Communist party Na-
tional Congress in Beijing, Xi 
defended the military aggres-
sion against Taiwan, saying 
he “safeguarded” the coun-
try’s “dignity and core inter-
ests” for ensuring security.

“In response to separatist 
activities aimed at Taiwan 
independence and gross 
provocations of external in-
terference in Taiwan affairs, 

we have resolutely fought 
against separatism and 
countered interference,” state 
media outlet Xinhua quoted 
Xi as saying. At the twice-
a-decade party meeting, he 
said that China has dem-
onstrated their resolve and 
ability to safeguard “China’s 
sovereignty and to oppose 
“Taiwan’s independence.” 
Regional experts say that 
Chairman Xi Jinping will un-

doubtedly extend his term in 
power for another five years.

He will either be re-elected 
as general secretary of the 
CCP or will be newly elected 
as chairman of the CCP, a title 
that has lain dormant since 
1982 and was once the high-
est position ever held by Mao 
Zedong.

The congress is taking place 
at one of the most perilous pe-
riods in international affairs 
in recent years. A war is rag-
ing in Ukraine as President 
Vladimir Putin attempts to 
burnish his credentials as 
a Great Russian leader, and 
China remains a staunch 
supporter of this would-be 
tsar.

At the same time, Taiwan 
Strait tensions are at their 
highest in decades, as China 
attempts to pummel Taipei 
into acquiescence.  

Taiwan’s president  Tsai 
Ing-wen.

TDG NETWORK
TAIPEI CITY

GEOPOLITICAL TENSION 

Rift in China-Europe relations 
due to Chinese policies

A multitude of economic 
and political factors which 
includes the ongoing geo-
political tensions amid the 
war in Ukraine, China’s 
anti-business ‘Zero Covid’ 
policy, human rights viola-
tions, and the Taiwan Strait 
Conflict have deteriorated 
the relations between China 
and Europe, media reports 
said.

Due to these, European 
countries are increasing 
scurrying to look out for 
new options as they con-
tinue to remain hesitant to 
new investments in China 
amid economic uncertainty, 
The Singapore Post report-
ed. China became Europe’s 
biggest trading partner just 

a few years ago. According 
to New York-based Rho-
dium Group, European in-
vestment in China has been 
through a few big compa-
nies. “Virtually no new Eu-
ropean firms have chosen 
to enter the Chinese market 
in recent years,” said the 
group.

“A few big firms are prop-
ping up the numbers there. 

Many others are reassessing 
their presence,” said Noah 
Barkin, the managing editor 
of Rhodium’s China practice.

Moreover, Nomura Hold-
ings, a global financial ser-
vices group, has downgrad-
ed its forecast for China’s 
2023 annual growth to 4.3 
per cent from 5.1 per cent. 
Goldman Sach too slashed 
the growth to 4.5 per cent 

from the earlier projection 
of 5.3 per cent, reported The 
Singapore Post.

Nowadays, countries like 
Britain are openly express-
ing their dismay with Chi-
nese policies. China’s human 
rights violations of its minor-
ity communities in Xinjiang, 
Tibet, and violation of basic 
rights in Hong Kong and se-
curity threats are among the 
reason why the west is keep-
ing its distance from China 
in terms of new investment 
and economic activities.

In a display of disagree-
ment towards the Chinese 
policies, the UK has blocked 
Chinese tech giant Huawei. 
It has also revoked the li-
cense of the Chinese broad-
caster CGTN, and granted 
refuge to millions of dissent-
ers from Hong Kong. 

TDG NETWORK
BEIJING

Europe-China flags.

STANDING TOGETHER 

Historic disputes, emerging strategic concerns: 
Quad nations send out veiled message to China

The longstanding issues of 
Quad nations with China 
and the growing concerns of 
an emerging strategic shift in 
the Indo-Pacific region have 
made the bloc send out veiled 
messages to China while also 
upholding peace and stabil-
ity in the Indo-Pacific region, 
something the grouping has 
mentioned in its joint state-
ment, media reports said.

Be it India, US, Australia 
and Japan, all Quad mem-
bers hold historic issues with 
an ambitious China which is 
trying to pursue its expan-
sionist goals. First up is India. 
India and China have several 
points of contention along the 
2,167-mile Sino-Indian border, 
reported The Diplomat. Rela-
tions between China with the 
other Quad members are also 
at a tight spot. When it comes 
to Japan, there is an ongoing 
dispute over the sovereignty 

of the Japanese-administered 
Senkaku and Diaoyu islands. 
China makes claims that these 
islands are part of its territory, 
reported The Diplomat. Next 
is Australia. Solomon Island’s 
security deal with China has 
irked Australia. Australia is 
wary of a close alignment of 
Solomon Island with China. 
And the last Quad member 
is the US, the world’s oldest 
democracy.

U.S. and China are at dag-
gers drawn over the status 

quo in the Taiwan Strait. The 
US has been sending out clear 
messages that if there is any 
change in the status quo in 
Taiwan, the country will use its  
military might.

China, on the other hand, 
claims that Taiwan is, was and 
will always remain its part. All 
of these long-standing issues of 
China with the Quad members 
firmly direct the individual at-
tention of each Quad nation’s 
military toward China.

All of these historic disputes 

and emerging strategic con-
cerns have posed a threat to the 
maintenance of the status quo 
and must be considered poten-
tial catalysts for future conflict, 
reported The Diplomat.

One another thing is the 
observation there is a signifi-
cant disparity in the military 
capabilities of China and 
Taiwan and that is why one 
is left wondering just how 
much the small island could 
resist the People’s Liberation  
Army (PLA). 

TDG NETWORK
BEIJING
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A 
rhinoceros 

playing 
with a 

crow 
inside its 

enclosure 
at Alipore 
Zoological 
Garden, in 
Kolkata on 

Sunday. 

UNIQUE FRIENDSHIP 

“India 
doesn’t 
have a 
tradition 
of sports 
for regular 
people or 
exercise or 
fitness.”

—  MILIND SOMAN

BRAIN-PICKING 

Actor and fitness enthusiast, at a Half Marathon.

TDG NETWORK
CHENNAI 

SURPRISE 

CARS AND BIKES ON AVAIL AS 
DIWALI GIFT IN THIS 
CHENNAI-BASED COMPANY

As the festival of Diwali is 
around the corner, a Chen-
nai-based businessman has 
decided to surprise his staff 
and colleagues by gifting 
them cars and bikes worth 
1.2 crores as gifts.

Jayanthi Lal Chayanthi, the 
owner of Chalani Jewellery, 
gifted eight cars and 18 bikes 
to his staff and colleagues. 
While some of them were 
surprised, others were left 
with tears of happiness.

Jayanthi Lal said that his 
staff is like his family and has 

worked with him through all 
the ups and downs.

“This is to encourage their 
work and add something 
special to their lives. They 
have worked with me in all 
the ups and downs in my 
business and helped me earn 
profits,” he said.

“They are not just staff, 
but my family. So, I wanted 
to treat them like my fam-
ily members by giving them 
such surprises. I am very 
happy, wholeheartedly, af-
ter this. Every owner should 
respect their staff and col-
leagues by giving them gifts,” 
he further said. 

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON                     

REMEMBERANCE 

YOU MADE US A FAMILY: ‘HARRY POTTER’ STAR 
CAST PAYS TRIBUTE TO ‘HAGRID’ 

Actor Robbie Coltrane, best 
known for playing Hogwarts 
gamekeeper Rubeus Hagrid 
in the ‘Harry Potter’ films, 
passed away on October 14 
at the age of 72. According to 
the reports from Deadline, 
Robbie died in a hospital near 
his home in Larbert, Scotland. 
The award-winning actor had 
been suffering from ill health 
for the past two years.

Following his demise, the 
star cast of ‘Harry Potter’ is 
mourning the death of Rob-
bie Coltrane.

As per the reports of The 
Hollywood Reporter, Daniel 
Radcliffe, who played Harry 
Potter alongside Coltrane’s 
Hagrid, said in a statement, 
“Robbie was one of the funni-
est people I’ve met and used to 
keep us constantly laughing as 
kids on the set. I’ve especially 
fond memories of him keep-
ing our spirits up on Prisoner 
of Azkaban when we were 
all hiding from the torrential 
rain for hours in Hagrid’s hut 
and he was telling stories and 
cracking jokes to keep morale 
up. I feel fortunate that I got to 
meet and work with him and 
very sad that he’s passed. He 

was an incredible actor and a 
lovely man. “

Emma Watson, who por-
trayed the role of Hermoine 
Granger in Potter, said in a 
statement shared on her In-
stagram story, “Robbie was 
like the most fun uncle I’ve 
ever had, but most of all, he 
was deeply caring and com-
passionate towards me as a 
child and an adult. His talent 
was so immense that it made 
sense he played a giant -- he 
could fill ANY space with his 
brilliance. Robbie, if I ever get 
to be so kind as you were to me 
on a film set, I promise I’ll do 
it in your name and memory. 
Know how much I adore and 
admire you. I’ll really miss 
your sweetness, your nick-
names, your warmth, your 

laughs, and your hugs. You 
made us a family. Know you 
were that to us. There was no 
better Hagrid. You made it a 
joy to be Hermoine.”

Tom Felton, who portrayed 
the role of Draco Malfoy, also 
took to Instagram to pay trib-
ute to Coltrane. In a caption 
alongside a photo of Coltrane, 
Radcliffe, Watson, and him-
self, Felton said, “One of my 
fondest memories of film-
ing Harry Potter was a night 
shoot for the first film in the 
forbidden forest. I was 12. 
Robbie cared for and looked 
after everyone around of 
him. Effortlessly. and made 
them laugh. Effortlessly. He 
was a big, friendly giant on 
screen, but even more so in 
real life. Love you mate-thank 

you for everything xx.” James 
Phelps, who played Fred 
Weasley in the Potter films, 
said, “I will miss the random 
chats about all subjects under 
the sun. And I’ll never forget 
in September 2000, Robbie 
Coltrane came over to a very 
nervous 14-year old me on my 
first day on a movie set and 
said ‘Enjoy it, you’ll be great.’ 
Thank you for that.”

Meanwhile, James’ twin 
Oliver Phelps, who starred as 
George Weasley, took to Twit-
ter to reflect on the London 
premiere of the first Potter 
film: “November 2001-Leices-
ter Square, London. ‘Soak this 
in lads, it’s like a Rolls-Royce 
for your first car’! Robbie [Col-
trane] was next to me on the 
red carpet of the first HP pre-
miere. Over the years, we had 
some great chats about history 
and travel."

Matthew Lewis, who 
portrayed the role of Nev-
ille Longbottom, described 
Coltrane as someone who 
“always made you smile.” 
He shared, “Robbie. Bobser. 
He called me Space Boy. We 
shared a love of the final fron-
tier. He didn’t give a fuck and 
it always made you smile. A 
giant, in more ways than one. "

Robbie Coltrane as Rubeus Hagrid in Harry Potter. 

FIVE WEIRD FASHION TRENDS THAT 
YOU MIGHT NOT BE AWARE OF
Fashion changes faster than the direction of the 
wind. One day an item can be fashionable, and the 
next day the same item can become tacky. Fashion 
has changed over decades; now it changes every few 
months. There is a long list of items if we talk about 
strange fashion trends. Have a look at five bizarre 
fashion trends. 

FRIED CHICKEN CROCS
You read it correctly! “Crocs that look like a 
bucket of fried chicken come to those who wait”. 

No one in the world was waiting for this. The weird part is 
that they even smell like fried chicken. That’s insane. The 
designer could not have made it worse. 

INFLATED BALLOON TROUSERS
 These trousers gained a lot of media 
attention and criticism. These were 

designed by emerging designer Harikrishnan for a 
show at the London College of Fashion. The trousers 
were normal from the top, but as they went down 
towards the legs, the fabric inflated like balloons. 
Unpractical as they were, these trousers gained a lot of 
criticism in the media. 

GRASS-STAINED JEANS 
Visiting a park or a garden, the last thing you 
want is to get grass stains on your pants. 
But, fashion giant Gucci is here to make you 

question your fashion sense. Gucci introduced grass-
stained jeans too, for a whopping Rs 56 thousand. 
Bizarre, isn’t it?

DISTRESSED STOCKINGS
Did you know that stockings are turned into 
distressed stockings? Gucci is amazing at 

introducing bizarre fashion items. The price is almost 
half of the average Indian salary, at a whopping $190. 
If anyone wanted to wear torn stockings, they would 
tear themselves. 

UPSIDE-DOWN SUNGLASSES
 The absence of new trendy items does 
not prevent fashion titans from coming up 

with bizarre ideas. Can you believe the upside down 
sunglasses were a trend a while ago? The cost will 
make your head turn for sure. A whopping Rs. 55,672 
for inverted sunglasses. The question is who is buying 
these crazy items?

— APOORVA CHAUDHARY 

Fried Chicken Crocs 

#NAMBIA 

‘UNREAL EFFORT BY NAMIBIA TEAM’: 
PRAISE POURS IN AFTER NAMIBIA 
TRUMPS SRI LANKA IN T20 WC
An all-round Namibia pulled off an upset for ages after 
defeating Asia Cup 2022 champions Sri Lanka by 55 runs 
in their Group A, round one match of ICC T20 World Cup 
2022 at Geelong on Sunday. After the win, netizens took to 
Twitter to congratulate the team and #Nambia took over 
the top trends. 
Legendary Indian cricketer Sachin Tendulkar lauded the 
Namibia cricket team with a very witty comment follow-
ing their win and tweeted, “Namibia has told the cricket-
ing world today... “ Nam” yaad rakhna!”
Zimbabwe cricketer Ryan Burl tweeted, “Unreal effort 
from the Namibia team winning against the Asia cup 
champs. Congrats to Gerhard Erasmus and the team! 
This is gonna be an exciting. “
One of the netizens said,”Namibia beating Sri Lanka is 
such a shocker but also so good for the game of cricket. 
New countries popping up on international level tourna-
ments is always a nice surprise.”
“What a fantastic win by Namibia v Asian Champions Sri 
Lanka. Among all teams playing in the ICC T20 World 
Cup, Namibia - a southwest African country - is the 
smallest country with a population of 2.5million & cricket 
is the third most popular sport in the country,” said 
another user. 

OPPORTUNITY 

Indian skipper, Rohit 
Sharma, is indeed a man 
of the people. Often seen 

clicking pictures and talking 
to his fans in the crowd, the 
star batter gave an 11-year-
old fan a moment he would 
remember for his lifetime.

Sharma let the kid bowl at 
him in the nets.

11-year-old Drushil Chau-
han was part of a morning 
event at the WACA grounds 
in Perth. The Indian team ar-
rived for their noon practice 
session. From their dressing 
room, they could see 100-
odd young children playing 
cricket, and it was Drushil 
who caught everyone’s at-
tention. He was given a 
chance to bowl to the Indian 
captain, Rohit Sharma.

“We were at the WACA 
for a noon practice session 
and the kids were finishing 
their morning event. We 
could see a hundred-odd 
kids playing cricket from 
our dressing room. One 
caught everyone’s attention, 
especially Rohit. Everyone 
was amazed by his smooth 
run-up, his natural talent, 
and how he was beating 
the bat consistently. Rohit 
went out to ask him to bowl 
a few balls in the nets. It 
was an amazing sight,” said 
Hari Prasad Mohan, Team 

India’s analyst, in a video 
posted by the BCCI.

The analyst also revealed 
that Rohit was so impressed 
by Drushil’s bowling that 
he invited the young kid to 
the team’s dressing room, 
where he shared some mo-
ments with some of the 
world’s biggest cricketing 
stars.“I want to be a cricket-
er,” said Drushil Chauhan, 
the boy who impressed Ro-
hit Sharma with his bowl-
ing. Drushil revealed that 
one of his favourite deliver-
ies is an inswing yorker. He 
also likes to bowl outswing 

deliveries. Rohit made 
Drushil’s day even more 
memorable by signing some 
merchandise for him.

Team India will play two 
warm-up matches against 
Australia and New Zealand 
on 17 and 19 October. Their 
T20 WC campaign will start 
with a high-octane match 
against arch-rivals Pakistan 
on 23 October at the iconic 
Melbourne Cricket Ground.

Following their 23 October 
encounter against Pakistan 
at the MCG, they will play 
on 27 October, against a 
qualifier in Sydney, on 30 

October, against South Afri-
ca in Perth, on 2 November, 
against Bangladesh in Ad-
elaide, and on 6 November. 
(vs qualifier in Melbourne).

India squad for ICC T20 
World Cup: Rohit Shar-
ma (Captain), KL Rahul 
(vice-captain), Virat Kohli, 
Suryakumar Yadav, Deepak 
Hooda, Rishabh Pant (wick-
et-keeper), Dinesh Karthik 
(wicket-keeper), Hardik 
Pandya, R. Ashwin, Yuz-
vendra Chahal, Axar Patel, 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Har-
shal Patel, Arshdeep Singh 
and Mohammed Shami.                     

ROHIT SHARMA ‘BOWLED OVER’ BY 
11-YEAR-OLD’S SKILLS  
TDG NETWORK
PERTH   

AMAZING 

SPIDERMAN IN INDIA:  VIRAL VIDEO 
IMPRESSES NETIZENS 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Internet never fails to amaze us. Recently, a video went viral 
where a man grabs hold of the handrail inside a train to swing 
past passengers lying on the floor.

In the clip, a man is seen attempting to make his way past pas-
sengers lying on the floor by swinging above them using the rail-
ing. He was seen supporting his body with the help of his arms 
on the handrail and then leaping above them. The video was 
shared by a Twitter user with the username Professor NGL on 
Friday. Sharing the video, the user wrote, “Spiderman in India.” 
And as soon as the video went viral, users flooded the comments 
section. One of the users wrote, “Imagine tum usi time niche leti 
ho n uvasi le rhi ho. What a beautiful seen.”

Another comment in Hindi reads, “Local spider-human.”
“Funny but at the same time a sad situation. Shows the real 

situation of our country and its trains,” another user comment-
ed. The video has garnered more than 430K likes on Twitter.  

Rohit Sharma  with Drushil Chauhan. 

Screengrab of the viral video of 'Indian superman'. 
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n ew  d e l h i art & culture
A MOVEABLE FEAST MARKS 
ICONIC AMITABH  
BACHCHAN’S 80TH BIRTHDAY

SHILPKALA UTSAV 
SHOWCASED INDIA’S RICH  
CULTURAL HERITAGE

VOX POPULI PARLIAMENTARIANS 
DEBATE WILL ENGAGE IN A 
FREE-WHEELING DISCUSSION

NEW DELHI: There are moments to which 
nothing will do justice but art. The arc of 
a magnificent life. The audacity of an idea 
called India. Their coming together in one 
spectacular art show is that moment Sony 
Entertainment Talent Ventures India (SETVI), 
Ideographic and Theta Labs announced A 
Moveable Feast, a wholly original and vividly 
imaginative collective of artworks com-
missioned to mark the life and work of the 
cultural colossus that is Amitabh Bachchan 
as he turns 80, in the year in which India 
celebrates its 75th year as a free nation. 
Curator Geetan Batra is excited by this very 
challenge: of giving artistic wing to myth, 
metaphor, moment. 

NEW DELHI: The inaugural ceremony of the 
much-awaited annual event of the All India 
Women’s Conference, ‘Shilpkala Utsav -the 
women artisans’ crafts bazaar- a festivity of 
arts, crafts and textiles’, started with all the 
fanfare on 10th of October 2022.  Despite the 
rains, the attendees and the participants 
seemed highly spirited. The annual event 
organized for the economic empowerment 
of women provides a platform to women 
artisans from across India for a direct con-
tact with the consumers. AIWC offers free 
stall spaces to selected women artisans and 
does not take any share from their sales.  

NEW DELHI: Valley of Words International 
Arts and Literature Festival believes that 
literature, arts, deliberative endeavours 
have the power to usher innovative thinking 
to make the world a better place.  An impor-
tant and watched out segment of the festival 
has been the prestigious Vox Populi Parlia-
mentarians Debate, curated by Dr Amna. 
This debate this year shall be broadcasted 
during Valley of Words Literature Festival for 
wider dissemination on 13 November 2022, 
at 1PM.  

‘MY JOURNEY’ SHOWCASES 
PAVANI NAGPAL’S ARTWORKS 

STARK REALITY

Pavani Nagpal, an artist 
whose masterpieces 
draw attention to-

wards the feminist approach 
of the world made her debut 
with her collection. The de-
but collection titled- ‘My 
journey’ showcases the 
stark realities of the urban, 
modern society that no one 
talks about.

“My art is very close to 
my emotions, my personal 
journey of being raised by 
strong, loving parents while 
seeing a dark world after 
I got married, any woman 
can relate to it because it is 
all authentic. Women expe-
rience thousands of emo-
tions throughout their life, 
I have portrayed the ones 
I have experienced so far. I 
have nothing to hide,” said 
the artist.

Pavani’s love for vibrant 
colors denotes the deep un-
derstanding of the world she 
has and her optimism for it. 

You can witness an element 
of grace and fashion mixed 
with fun in her art work.

She as an artist loves to 
experiment with charcoal, 

ink, acrylic and dabbles in 
fluid art.

Her art is a real time ex-
ample that everyone has 
got talent. What’s rare is the 

courage to follow it to the 
dark places where it leads. 

When asked why she 
picked this specific topic 
for her debut collection, 
she explained, “The world 
of social media and fashion 
influences a young girl’s 
life a lot. I too got distracted 
with such patterns in my life 
and now that I am aware of 
the real world lies, I want to 
educate and empower other 
women. The society which 
I come from is expected to 
have only “the good life”, 
people forget we are human 
beings too. I was studded 
with all the expensive jew-
els one can dream of on my 
wedding day, still my iden-
tity became as patchy as 
Van Gogh’s paintings. You 
will see that when you look 
at my art. I have put every 
little emotion that I carry 
within me on my paintings.” 
Her collection was viewed at 
the India Art Festival, 13th to 
16th October at Constitution 
Club of India, New Delhi.

TDG NETWORK

Artist Pavani Nagpal

Taking a giant leap forward, the beat-
boxing art form, which has remained 
sheathed in the underground scene, is 
all set to come out of its shadow with a 
one of its kind festival the country will 
witness this December.

A dedicated carnival—the Indian Beat-
box Festival for the subculture of hip-
hop is scheduled in Mumbai from 15 to 
18 December that will host live beatbox 
music, dialogues, workshops, and the 
Indian Beatbox Championship with 
other hip-hop acts.

While the championship has been hap-
pening since 2016, it would be the first 
time that music enthusiasts will witness 
a dedicated hip-hop festival lined up with 
terrific national and international talent.

The globally famed for their ‘out of 
the box’ beatboxing skills, finalists of 
America’s Got Talent, World Beatbox 
Champion 2018, the Berywam Crew has 
been roped into judge the participants 
in the championship. The best among 
the hustlers would get the opportunity 
to represent India at the World Beatbox 
Championship.

Berywam crew are immensely popular 
among hip-hopers for their unique skill 
of running a concert out of their mouths 
(beatboxing) without touching any mu-
sical instruments. The crew would also 
treat the audience to this act, which will 
be happening for the first time in India. 

Apart from performances, the event 
would also deliberate on the journey, 
present scenario, and the road ahead 

for the beatboxing art form in the coun-
try. A wide range of panellists will lead 
discussions on topics like “The history 
and future of beatboxing”; “Beatboxing 
as an artform”; “Career in beatboxing”; 
“Beatboxing in India” etc.

For BBXINDIA, the organisers of the 
event, the festival is a step towards open-
ing the gateway of the mainstream world 
for beatboxing, which is now coming out 
of the underground. 

To make the momentum for this much-
awaited event amid the beatboxing com-
munity, the organisers are on a multi-
city tour with the latest pitstop at Delhi, 
Pune, Mumbai

“Music is something which can bring 
everyone together. Beatboxing as an 
artform is a part of hip hop culture, but 
it is transforming into a form of vocal 
music production. The IBF 2022 is go-

ing to bring multiple cultures together. 
People may belong to different states, 
countries and speak different tongues, 
but beatboxing unites everyone,” Raka 
Vee, founder of BBXINDIA, said.

At the end of the day, beatboxing is 
a conversation about music between 
people from different backgrounds and 
languages. The celebration of vocal mu-
sic in India is an upcoming culture that 
is going to take over the music industry 
in the future, the organizer of the Indian 
Beatbox Festival added.

The music festival is for every hip-hop 
and music fan or follower or even those 
who are keen to know about contem-
porary culture. The aim is to make the 
community grow stronger and provide 
a platform for budding artists to hustle 
into the beatboxing area and established 
ones to gain greater exposure.

The Indian Beatbox Festival to be 
dedicated for hip-hop enthusiasts

GIANT LEAP

Berywam Crew

TDG NETWORK 
MUMBAI

Trilokinath Temple is situat-
ed in Udaipur district, in La-
haul of Himachal Pradesh, 
and is around 45 km from 
Keylong, the district Head-
quarter of Lahaul and Spiti. 
The uniqueness of this beau-
tiful early medieval temple 
is that the deity inside the 
sanctum is revered by both 
the Hindus and Buddhists. 
Hindus consider Triloki-
nath as Bhagwan Shiva, and 
the Buddhists consider the 
murti as Arya Avalokitesh-
war, while the Tibetans refer 
to him as Garja Fagspa‘. This 
temple is considered as one 

of the most sacred teerthst-
hals, and as per local beliefs 
it stands next only to Kailash 
and Mansarovar.

The approach road to the 
temple is through beauti-
ful Himalayan high altitude 
landscape, and the road 
climbs up from the left bank 
of the Chandrabhaga after 
crossing a small bridge. The 
white painted Trilokinath 
temple is located at the end 
of a small village on top of a 
cliff, and is surrounded by 
snow peaks and coniferous 
trees at a distance. 

While as per some local 

claims this was originally a 
Buddhist monastery, a brief 
look at the existing temple 
architecture and a study of 
the original pillars of the 
temple place it roughly at 
the time when King Lalita-
ditya was ruling Kashmir 
(8th century CE). Accord-
ing to historians Hutchin-
son and Vogel, the temple 
was originally built as a 
Shiva temple, but was later 
made into a Buddhist place 
of worship by Padma Samb-
hava when the Tibetan form 
of Buddhism spread in the 
Himalaya, sometime in the 
12th-13th century. 

Architecture-wise Trilo-
kinath temple is a repre-
sentative of the Eastern 
India-Kashmiri style, which 
arrived and was prevalent 
in the hills during the reign 
of Lalitaditya of Kashmir 

(724-750 CE). While ma-
jor part of the Trilokinath 
temple was renovated or re-
built at a much later period, 
the original column bases 
of the antarala inside the 
temple and the carvings on 
the doorway to the sanctum 
show artwork characteristic 

of the 8th century. The murti 
inside the sanctum is of a lat-
er period, and according to 
Goetz, the present lamaistic 
image of Avalokiteshvara-
Trilokinath belongs to the 
12th c. CE art style. While do-
ing temple pradakshina re-
mains of the older stone tem-

ple are clearly visible, parts 
of which are now painted 
golden. There is also a pra-
kara or a drainage pipe in 
the temple wall (a part of the 
original temple structure) 
coming out from the level of 
the sanctum platform, which 
was built during original 
temple construction to drain 
out the water or milk poured 
over Shiva inside the sanc-
tum. The temple courtyard 
has a covered nandi man-
dapa, holding a Shivalinga 
and a Nandi.  The temple is 
built in the classical nagara 
style, and shows a curvilin-
ear stone tower (shikhara) 
crowned with the charac-
teristic amalaka. There is 
a sukhanasa (antarala or 
vestibule), and a pyramidal 
roofed covered hall or man-
dapa, typical of the eastern 
Indian temple architecture 

of the 7th-8th centuries. 
Every year a festival named 

Pauri is held there in Au-
gust for three days, when 
both Hindus and Buddhists 
gather to offer prayers. 
While visiting this early me-

dieval temple, devotees and 
heritage travelers should not 
forget to do the pradakshina 
or circumambulation of the 
temple, in order to see the 
remains of the original stone 
temple. 

TRILOKINATH TEMPLE IN HIMACHAL PRADESH
 CLASSICAL NAGARA STYLE

MONIDIPA DEY
ART OF TEMPLE

Trilokinath temple with the nandi mandapa and a hom-yagna 
kund. 

The nandi mandapa

Italian Embassy Cultural 
Centre is hosting a week-long 
Pier Paolo Pasolini retrospec-
tive in collaboration with the 
India Habitat Centre from 
November 2-9, 2022. As part 
of the retrospective, seven of 
Pasolini’s best-known films 
(6 feature films and 1 short 
film) will be screened. Along 
with introducing each of the 7 
films ahead of their respective 
screenings at the India Habitat 
Centre, I will also be introduc-
ing Pasolini to the audiences 
while touching upon the im-
portance of his cinema in the 
21st century. The complete 
schedule and booking details 
will soon be available on the 
websites of Italian Embassy 
Cultural Centre as well as In-
dia Habitat Centre.

For the uninitiated, 2022 
marks the centenary year 
of the great cultural Italian 
personality Pier Paolo Paso-
lini. A poet, writer, director, 
screenwriter, playwright and 
columnist, Pasolini is consid-
ered one of the greatest Italian 
artists and intellectuals of the 
twentieth century. Endowed 
with an exceptional cultural 
versatility, he was outstand-
ing in many areas. However, 
he contributed majorly as a 
filmmaker, painter, novelist, 
linguist, translator and es-
sayist. 

Keen observer of the so-
ciety’s transformation post 
World War - II until the mid-
seventies, he was very critical 
towards the bourgeois habits 
and the rising Italian con-
sumer society. He started his 
film career as a screenwriter 
and famously collaborated 
on master Italian filmmaker 
Federico Fellini’s film Nights 
of Cabiria. 

Pasolini’s first film as direc-
tor was Accattone in 1961, 
which is set in Rome’s margin-
al quarters, the underbelly in-
habited by pimps, prostitutes 
and thieves that’s starkly con-
trasted with Italy’s postwar 
economic reforms. Despite his 
neorealistic origins, Pasolini 
tried to distance himself from 
neorealism but the kind cin-
ema he made during his early 
years is often considered to be 
a kind of second neorealism. 

Subsequently, he went on 
to make Il Vangelo secondo 
Matteo [English Title: The 
Gospel According to St. Mat-

thew (1964)], which has been 
described by the Vatican City 
newspaper L’Osservatore Ro-
mano as the best film on Christ 
ever made. The film is a cin-
ematic rendition of the story of 
Jesus according to the Gospel 
of Matthew. What serves as a 
testament to the film’s authen-
ticity is the fact that dialogue is 
taken directly from the Gospel 
of Matthew.

In his 1966 film Uccellacci e 
uccellini [English Title: The 
Hawks and the Sparrows], 
a mystic fable featuring the 
popular Italian comic-actor 
Totò accompanied on a jour-
ney by his son and a talking 
crow that spouts social and 
political philosophy. The film 
was a unique opportunity for 
Totò to demonstrate that he 
was a great dramatic actor 
as well. Deservedly so, Totò 
earned a “Special Mention” at 
the 1966 Cannes Film Festival. 
But, sadly, this ended up as the 
last film to star Totò before his 
untimely death of a heart at-
tack in 1967.

Pasolini’s influence as a 
filmmaker, artist, and intel-
lectual transcends the world 
of cinema and arts. A great ex-
ample of this is how his 1971 
short film The Walls of Sana’a 
helped convince UNESCO to 
safeguard the capital of Ye-
men, the city of Sana’a’s built 
and natural heritage from an 
onslaught of land speculation. 
One of the oldest continually 
inhabited cities in the world, 
Sana’a holds an important 
part of history within its walls 
filled with medieval architec-
ture and culture. The appeal 
that Pasolini made through his 
film was accepted in 1986 and 
the artistic old town of Sana’a 
was declared a UNESCO 
world heritage. 

A Curtain Raiser 
to Italian Embassy 
Cultural Centre’s 
Pasolini Retrospective

 CULTURAL VERSATILITY

A Still from Pasolini’s 1964 film 
The Gospel According to St. 
Matthew 

MURTAZA ALI KHAN
DEEP FOCUS
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She was wearing the same 
grey t-shirt and blue 
jeans from the time we 

were at McDonald’s. I didn’t 
have to ring the bell when I 
reached her apartment. She 
was standing outside the main 
door waiting for me, her face 
drawn and anxious. I guessed 
the time of night was such that 
she didn’t want me ringing 
the doorbell. Her parents, she 
whispered to me as I followed 
her inside, had had a long day 
and were already in bed. I tip-
toed past the living room and 
entered her bedroom.

She saw at once that I was 
emotionally shaken and dis-
turbed. I had been happy 
enough on the way to Ayushi’s 
but once I was face-to-face 
with her, the memories of the 
evening came back with great 
ferocity. I was hurting inside 
all over again. She sat me down 
on a reclining chair in her room 
and sat down on the bed just 
opposite. We were both quiet, 
troubled in our own way. And 
then she took my hand in 
her small, fair, soft ones and 
stroked it gently.

Lowering her eyes in silent 
apology, she said: ‘I’m so sorry, 
Rahul. I feel ashamed.’

 I was quiet, almost ready to 
cry.

‘You’re my friend, Rahul, and 
I love you as you are,’ she said. 
‘Big, powerful. You’re not ugly 

for me.’
Her words should have 

cheered me up, but I began to 
cry instead.

‘You’ve broken my heart,’ I 
sobbed. She stood up from the 
bed, came to me and held my 
hand. ‘How can I make it up to 
you?’ she said.

‘You don’t have to,’ I said.
‘I want to. Please forgive me, 

sweetie.’ By now, I was smiling 
in between my tears. The soft-
ness and sadness in her voice 
was that of the Ayushi I knew 
and it was balm to my pain. But 
I was still in agony. I thought 
of Shobha’s graphic visual that 
had me marrying a pig.

‘I need to do something,’ 
she said, her brow creased 
in thought, ‘to make it up to 
you.’ Her next words took me 
by surprise. ‘I know what I’ll 
do. I’ll give you all the medical 
textbooks that Dad has bought 
for me. That way you can pre-
pare for the pre-meds at home 
instead of always sitting in the 
library.’

‘No, no,’ I said. ‘You don’t have 
to do any such thing.’

‘I want to,’ she said. ‘There 
are at least six thick books that 
you’ll find really useful.’

‘Such as?’ My curiosity was 
awakened. Getting into medi-
cal school in India was a tough 
business.

‘Let me see,’ she said, trying 
to remember. ‘I have Atlas of 
Human Anatomy by Frank 
Netter. Then I have Robbins’ 

Pathology which I’m told is a 
classic.’

‘I do,’ she said, ‘and several 

others.’
 ‘Where are they?’ I asked, 

looking around.

‘In the storage 
cabinet above 
that cupboard,’ 
she said, point-
ing towards it.

‘I can’t reach 
it, but if you 
help...’

‘Shall we do this some other 
time?’ I asked, suddenly con-
scious of how late it was. If 
someone were to come in and 
see me with you... it’s very late. 
Let’s not forget that.’

‘Not a chance,’ she said. ‘Mom 
and Dad are fast asleep, and the 
aircon in their room is so noisy 
they can’t hear anything.’

‘What about your servant?’
‘Hetram?’ she said. ‘Don’t 

worry. It’s his day off. He gener-
ally goes for a late-night show.’

 ‘Shall I get a chair from the 
dining room?’ I offered.

‘No need,’ she said. ‘You’re 

strong enough to hold me up, 
aren’t you?’

She smiled. ‘Come, let’s get 
them.’

She walked across to the 
cupboard. The wooden cabi-
net was really high up, even 
for me. However, I managed to 
just about reach out for one of 
the wooden panels and open it.

  ‘Really?’ I was impressed. 
‘That’s a 1500-page monster. 
You have it?’

I thought about it for a few 
seconds and decided there was 
nothing to worry about. It was 
not as if we were doing some-
thing improper. So I nodded. 

Those 
books 
could be 
very use-
ful. They 
would 
definitely 
be beyond 

my budget to purchase.
 ‘Okay,’ she said. ‘Well done!’ 

And she jumped up and clung 
to the inner section of the clos-
et. ‘Now just hold my legs and 
hoist me up.’

This wasn’t something dif-
ficult for me to do; she was 
so light to lift up. I held her 
legs firmly as she rummaged 
about for the books. Bit by bit, 
she started to dig them out 
and throw them on to the bed 
where they made a soft muffled 
landing.

It was Robbins’ Pathology, 
that thick tome, that caused 

all the trouble. She pulled the 
large book towards herself 
with one hand, lost her grip 
and the both of us went crash-
ing down on to the floor. It was 
lucky for her that I fell first for 
I had the bones to withstand 
such punishment. She fell on 
top of me and I broke her fall, 
but she still seemed to have suf-
fered some injury, for she did 
not get up at once.

‘Sorry,’ she said, even as 
she lay on top of me. I waited 
for her to get up. ‘I think I’ve 
sprained something,’ she said. 
‘Just give me a minute. I’ll just 
be up.’

I could have got up on my 
own and lifted her in the pro-
cess but I waited for her, not 
wanting to aggravate any inju-
ry she may have experienced. 
The seconds rushed past as she 
grunted with pain and made an 
effort to get up. On the ceiling, 
I saw the shadow of a human 
form. Hell.

He must have entered very si-
lently for I didn’t hear the door 
being opened. Meanwhile, Ay-
ushi finally managed to get off 
me with slow movements and 
hopped across to her bed. Still 
on the floor, I turned around 
and was taken aback to see 
Hetram standing there, scowl-
ing. His face was red with rage. 
I was taken aback by the fury I 
saw on the Nepali’s face.

‘Harami!’ His face contorted 
in anger. ‘Bastard.’ In his hands 
he held a golf club.
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UNDER-17 WORLD CUP

ICC T20 WORLD CUP

NETHERLANDS ESCAPE 
NARROW LOSS, WIN BY 
3 WICKETS AGAINST UAE
TDG NETWORK
GEELONG 

Netherlands avoided a ma-
jor scare to register a three-
wicket win over a spirited 
UAE in a humdinger of a 
match at the Simonds Sta-
dium, Geelong on Sunday.

UAE suffered a batting 
collapse in the final over of 
its innings to end with just 
111 runs, setting a paltry to-
tal for the Netherlands. Bas 
de Leede starred with the 
ball to help restrict UAE. 
Chasing a paltry total of 111 
runs the Dutch pair of Max 
ODowd and Vikramjit Singh 
walked out at the crease in 
an attempt to give the Neth-
erlands their first victory 
of the T20 World Cup. The 
innings started on an ag-
gressive note with Vikramjit 
smashing two boundaries in 
the very first over. However, 
the first over was nowhere 
to indicate what was about 
to come as the UAE bowling 
department bowled magnif-
icently to dismiss Vikramjit 
in the second over and Max 
ODowd in the sixth over to 
send both the openers pack-
ing within the powerplay.

Vikramjit was dismissed 
by Basil Hameed 10(7) 
while ODowd 23(18) saw his 
timber being disturbed by 
Junaid Siddique. The Neth-
erlands ended their power-
play at 42-2.

Things got worse for the 
Dutch team as they kept 
losing wickets, with batters 

getting starts but failing to 
convert them into match-
winning knocks.

Bas de Leede 14(18) was 
dismissed by Karthik Mei-
yappan in the ninth over, 
courtesy of a brilliant catch 
at cover by UAE captain CP 
Rizwan.

The tight bowling from the 
UAE bowlers saw the Neth-
erlands batter failing to score 
freely and send the ball over 
the ropes as the Dutch team 
scored 62/3 at the end of the 
10 overs. Colin Ackermann 
17(19) was dismissed by 
Aayan Afzal Khan to keep 
UAE in the game, instilling 
belief and enthusiasm in the 
bowlers despite the low total.

Junaid bowled with fire as 
the pacer came back in the 
14th over to pick up the two 
most experienced batters 
in the Dutch lineup. He got 

rid of Tom Cooper and Ro-
elof van der Merwe bowling 
wicket to wicket not erring 
with his line and length.

The UAE team could sniff 
the victory with the Nether-
lands six down but captain 
Scott Edwards and Tim 
Pringle stitched a crucial 
match-winning partnership 
of 27 runs for the seventh 
wicket to take the team just 
shy of a win.

The final overs saw lots of 
ebbs and flows but the Dutch 
team held their nerve to se-
cure a three-wicket win over 
a spirited UAE who bowled 
their hearts out, making a 
match of almost nothing. 
Max ODowd was the highest 
scorer for the Netherlands 
scoring 23 of 18 balls. Junaid 
Siddique bowled brilliantly 
for UAE picking up three 
wickets for 24 runs.

Netherlands win by 3 wickets against UAE.

REPLACEMENT

Indian pace star Moham-
mad Shami joined the 
practice session of the 

Indian team in Perth, Aus-
tralia after being named as 
a replacement for injured 
Jasprit Burmah.

In a video shared by BCCI 
on Twitter, the pacer can be 
seen being welcomed by the 
team in a huddle while also 
participating in the team’s 
net sessions. “Raring To 
Go! @MdShami11 hits the 
ground running” tweeted 
BCCI.

The All-India Senior Selec-
tion Committee had named 
Mohammed Shami as Jas-
prit Bumrah’s replacement 
in India’s ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2022 squad. 
Shami had reached Bris-
bane ahead of the warm-up 
matches.

Shami has not played T20I 
cricket since last year’s edi-
tion of the ICC T20 World 
Cup in November 2021. 
After recovering from CO-
VID-19, he has been train-

ing at the National Cricket 
Academy in Bengaluru. This 
bout of the virus had kept 
him out of white-ball series 
against Australia and South 
Africa at home.

He last featured in a com-
petitive cricket match dur-
ing India’s tour of England 
back in July. Jasprit Bumrah 
suffering a back injury dur-
ing the T20I leg of the series 

against South Africa was a 
massive blow to Team India 
ahead of the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2022.

India are scheduled to 
play two warm-up games 
before playing their first 
match against Pakistan on 
October 23. The team will 
play Australia on October 17 
in the first warm-up game. 
New Zealand will be their 
next opponent in the second 
warm-up game on October 
19.

Squad: Rohit Sharma 
(c), KL Rahul, Virat Kohli, 
Suryakumar Yadav, Deep-
ak Hooda, Rishabh Pant, 
Dinesh Karthik, Hardik 
Pandya, R Ashwin, Yuz-
vendra Chahal, Axar Patel, 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Har-
shal Patel, Arshdeep Singh, 
Mohammad Shami.

Standby Players: Moham-
med Siraj, Shreyas Iyer, Ravi 
Bishnoi, Shardul Thakur. 

Indian under-17 head coach 
Thomas Dennerby wants his 
side to play freely now that it 
has nothing to lose in FIFA 
Under-17 Women’s World 
Cup after their early group-
stage exit from the tourna-
ment.

Indian U-17 will play Bra-
zil in their concluding Group 
A match of the FIFA U-17 

Women’s World Cup at the 
Kalinga Stadium on Monday, 
October 17, 2022. The match 
will kick off at 8 pm IST. 
“When we have the ball, we 
need to feel relaxed and start 
playing. We need to be confi-
dent and play a little bit more. 
Now, we have nothing to lose. 
I hope the girls start playing 
freely,” a release from AIFF 
quoted Dennerby as saying.

Hosts India are already out 

of the World Cup having lost 
their first two group league 
encounters against the Unit-
ed States (0-8) and Morocco 
(0-3). On Monday, they are 
pitted against mighty Brazil, 
considered a force to reckon 
with in women’s football. In 
the latest FIFA rankings re-
leased early this week, Bra-
zil’s senior girls are placed 
ninth.

Dennerby is very much 

aware of Brazil’s reputa-
tion, but at the same time, 
he thinks his wards are ca-
pable of proving themselves 
on the pitch. “We have to fo-
cus very hard on defending, 
but we also know football is 
not only about defending. It 
would be nice for us to score 
in the tournament,” he said.

“Hopefully we can have 
another good performance. 
Brazil are a good team. And 

we also know that Brazil are 
fighting to ensure their place 
in the knockout stage. So, I 
think they are going to come 
out with all guns blazing,” 
the coach added.

The Indian girls, Dennerby 
said, are ready to play for 
their honour against Brazil.

“We will fight and try to 
score a goal. It would be nice 
to come out of this tourna-
ment with a goal,” he said.
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Indian pace star Mohammad Shami

Team India welcomes Mohammad 
Shami in Australia

‘Hope girls play freely now that they have nothing to lose’



sports16 the daily guardian review
monday |  17  october 2022
new delhi

Atul Satish Wassan is a former Indi-
an cricketer. He has become a cricket 
commentator after retirement and 
is a renowned cricket expert.  He 
played 4 Tests and 9 ODIs for India 
at the highest level. However, injuries 
in his life forced him to cut short his 
cricket career and from thereon he 
started focussing towards television 
industry, hosting many cricket re-
lated shows. 

We spoke to him exclusively at a 
sports event held in Delhi recently, 
below are the excerpts  

Q. Your reaction on India- South Africa 
Series, where India registered a charis-
matic win?

A. India should have won. India is 
a better team inspite of being a sec-
ond string attack at home. When In-
dia plays, you know, obviously they 
are force to reckon with. But I must 
compliment the South African team. 
They won the first game. Put pres-
sure on India, but I didn’t rate them 
very much, but to be honest I am a 
20-20 guy.

I think so that nobody is bothered 
to watch the full overs. According 
to me ODI’s need to inculcate some 

amendments. Everybody is saying 
that it should change from 50 overs 
to 40 overs, otherwise it’s becoming 
irrelevant by the minute. Now, there 
is World Cup approaching. I hope 
they can just come out with the law 
that only 40 overs will remain.  50 
over has become too long and there’s 
a set pattern to it which is making the 
format very boring.

Q. In the India -South Africa series 
which concluded recently, South Africa 
totally outplayed. Do you agree?

A. No, they did not totally outplay. 
I think that the conditions were such 
that if you bat first and if you don’t 
get over 250-270 runs you’ve got no 
chance because these days in ODI it’s 
observed that 300 runs have become 
the power. So I don’t actually watch 
most of it because these days to watch 
up 50 over game one needs a lot of 
patience  either I can watch 20 overs 
and then move on or I can watch test 
matches. So, honestly I don’t pay 
much attention to ODIs.

Q. Your expert comments on the team 
building for the World Cup?

A. I think our preparations are the 
best. This is the best team we’ve got. 
So, T20 should not be over analyzed 
too much and I think anything can 
happen. So we should not get too dis-
appointed if we don’t win it because 
of the buildup, it’s an irony that af-
termath brickbats happen so much 
in India and the media hypes it so 
much. It’s good that we have great 
confidence in our team but it’s not 
easy to go and win the cup, that’s not 
the case. We can lose also, we should 
be mentally ready for both, also we 
have to stop this blame game post 
matches. 

Q. What you have to say about the other 
sports especially wrestling and other ath-
letes of India who performed outstand-
ingly in CWG 2022. Isn’t it winning like 
a World Cup for India?

A. This the question I was waiting 
for, you know, these are the real he-
roes. They are my heroes and they 
won medals in CWG and Olympics 
and even World Championships. Ac-
tually, I want to meet most of them. I 
follow them closely and admire them 
a lot. It’s certainly a new dawn in In-
dian sports.

SUPRIYA SAXENA
NEW DELHI

When India plays they are a force to reckon 
with: Atul Wassan

INTERVIEW

Former Indian cricketer Atul Satish Wassan
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SEMIFINAL

Iga Swiatek reaches San 
Diego Open final

World Number 1 tennis 
star Iga Swiatek of Poland 
advanced to the final of 
the San Diego Open after 
defeating USA’s Jessica Pe-
gula in the semifinal of the 
tournament on Saturday.

As per WTA, Swiatek 
defeated her opponent by 
4-6, 6-2, 6-2. She came back 
from being one set down 
to clinch the next two sets 
comprehensively to seal 
her spot in the final, where 
she will meet the winner 
of the second semifinal be-
tween Danielle Collins and 
qualifier Donna Vekic. She 
won her 63rd match of the 
season, equaling the total of 
Angelique Kerber for most 
WTA tour wins in past six 
years. She will become 
the fourth woman to fin-
ish the calendar year with 
more than 10,000 in WTA 
Tour Rankings after stars 
like Victoria Azarenka, Ma-
ria Sharapova and Serena 

Williams.
There were three breaks 

of serve in the first set and 
momentum shifted con-
tinuously. After back to 
back breaks, Pegula faced 
a third, saved two break 
points and levelled the 
match at 4-all after Swiatek 
missed a forehand wide. In 
the next game, when Swi-
atek faced a break point, 
she double-faulted off the 
top of the net and Pegula 
served out the first set, pre-
vailing on another Swiatek 
forehand that sailed wide.

The play faced a suspen-
sion of more than an hour 
due to rain and Swiatek 
came back firing to take a 
3-0 lead and there was no 
looking back for her from 
that point. She managed 
to convert her second set 
point with a ringing fore-
hand and the match headed 
into a decider of a third set.

Serving at 2-all in the 
third set, Swiatek man-
aged to save all three 
break points against her 
and broke Pegula to clinch 
a 4-2 lead. 

World Number 1 tennis star Iga Swiatek 

ISSF WORLD C’SHIP
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NEW DELHI

India picked up three more 
gold medals to go with two 
more bronze, including a 
double gold by Udhayveer 
Sidhu, to consolidate the sec-
ond spot on the medals tally 
at the end of competition 
day three of the on-going In-
ternational Shooting Sport 
Federation (ISSF) World 
Championship Rifle/Pistol 
campaign in Cairo, Egypt.

Udhayveer won both the 
Junior Men’s 25m and Stan-
dard Pistol titles while Esha 
Singh clinched the Junior 
Women’s 25m Pistol crown 
as India ended the day with 
four gold and three bronze 
medals to lie behind China 
who have eight gold and a 
total of 16 medals, National 
Rifle Association of India 
(NRAI) said in a release. In-
dia has also picked up one 
Paris 2024 Olympics quota 
place after Rudrankksh-
Balasaheb Patil stunned a 

high-quality field on Friday 
to become the 10 Air Rifle 
Men’s world champion.

Udhayveer shot a com-
bined 580 after the Preci-
sion and Rapid-Fire rounds 
in the Junior Men’s Sports 
Pistol, to emerge on top of 
the 23-strong field. Italian 
Matteo Mastrovalerio was 
a point behind in second 
while China’s Liu Yangpan 
won bronze with 577. In the 
Standard Pistol, he shot 568 
across three stages to leave 
behind Yangpan, who this 
time settled for silver with 
567. India’s Sameer also 
shot 567 but had to settle for 
bronze on countback.

After finishing her qualifi-
cation round in fourth place 
with a score of 581, Esha 
came second in her ranking 
match to make it to the final 
medal round. In the eighth 
series of five rapid-fire shots 
each final, Esha shot a five 
and then four rounds of four 
hits each, to emerge the most 
consistent and seal the gold 

medal. She eventually got 
29 hits in the medal match 
to ease over China’s Feng 
Sixuan who finished with 
25. Miriam Jako of Hun-
gary won bronze. After two 
silvers at the Lima Junior 
World Championships last 
year, this was her first Junior 
Worlds crown.

India’s second bronze of 
the day came from Tejas-
wini in Junior Women’s 
25m Standard Pistol after 
she shot 557 to finish behind 
Chinese athletes. Manvi Jain 
was fifth with 556 and Payal 

Khatri was eighth with 547.
In the two Paris quota 

events of the day, India’s Shi-
va Narwal finished eighth in 
the Men’s 10m Air Pistol. He 
shot 583 to qualify in sixth 
place for the ranking match, 
but could not make much 
headway thereafter, being 
among the first to be elimi-
nated on a score of 147.6. 
Naveen was unfortunate to 
miss out on a top eight spot 
after finishing in ninth place 
with 582. Two other shoot-
ers qualified on the same 
score but Naveen lost out on 
lesser inner 10s. Vijayveer 
Sidhu shot 579 to finish 19th 
overall.

India also missed out in 
the Women’s 10m Air Pis-
tol when Rhythm Sangwan 
finished 17th in qualification 
with a score of 576. The final 
qualifying spot went at 580. 
YuvikaTomar shot 574 to 
finish 25th while Palak was 
further back with 568 and in 
50th position.

In other results India’s Sar-

taj Tiwana finished eighth in 
the Junior Men’s 50m Rifle 3 
Positions (3P) event with a 
score of 297.7 in the ranking 
match. He had qualified sev-
enth on Friday with a score 
of 580. In the Junior Wom-
en’s 3P, none of India’s three 
competitors made it beyond 
the qualification stage with 
Nishchal finishing best in 
29th spot and Nikita Kundu 
a step lower at 30th. Both 
shot scores of 576. Nupur 
Kumrawat was 51st with 
566.

Late on Friday, India’s 10m 
Air Rifle women bowed out 
in the qualification stages of 
the competition by the nar-
rowest of margins. Mehuli 
Ghosh shot 629.7 to finish 
10th with the eighth and fi-
nal qualifying spot going at 
630.0. 

Meghana Sajjanar too 
missed the 630.0 mark by 
a difference of 0.8 to finish 
13th while ElavenilValari-
van shot 628.7 to finish in 
19th position overall. 

UDHAYVEER’S TWIN GOLD SEES INDIA CONSOLIDATE SECOND PLACE 

Udhayveer Sidhu

RAISING STANDARD

Prize money should be increased to 
promote running in India: Avinash Sable

India’s steeplechase runner Avinash 
Sable has said that prize money for long-
distance running competitions should be 
raised to promote the sport in India.

“Event organizer decides the prize so 
we can’t say much about it but I feel that 
if you want to take long-distance running 
forward, to raise the standard, the prize 
money should be increased. The amount 
international athletes are getting should 
also increase,” said Sable on the eve of 
Delhi half marathon. Sable also talked 
about his preparation post his Common-
wealth heroics and said, “It feels great after 
Commonwealth Games I am participating 
in the Delhi Half marathon. Recently in 
Diamond League, I couldn’t go because I 
couldn’t practice enough for it. I have not 
done any special preparation for it but it 
feels great that I am getting yet another 
opportunity to run in Delhi. It feels good.”

Haile Gebrselassie, one of the greatest 
distance runners in history, is the Inter-
national Event Ambassador at the Delhi 
Half Marathon 2022.

The Ethiopian won the 10,000 m gold in 

successive Olympics (1996 & 2000) and 
eight World Championships Indoor and 
Outdoor track titles from the 1,500 m to 
the 10,000 m in a storied career.

Gebrselassie also won the World Half 
Marathon Championships in 2001 and 
nine major marathons, including the Ber-
lin Marathon four times in succession. In 
2008, he took the Berlin Marathon in a 
then-world record time of 2:03.59 at age 35.
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Avinash Sable

ICC T20 WC 

An all-round Namibia pulled 
off an upset for ages after 
defeating Asia Cup 2022 

champions Sri Lanka by 55 runs in 
their Group A, round one match of 
ICC T20 World Cup 2022 at Geelong 
on Sunday.

This day will be one to remember 
for Namibia as the win was not a close 
one by any means, but rather a highly 
comprehensive one. Be it late death 
over 68-run stand between Frylinck 
(44) and Smit (31*) or electric fielding 
and bowling performances, Namibia 
outplayed Lankans in every depart-
ment. Bowlers like David Wiese 
(2/16), Ben Shikongo (2/22) and Ber-
nard Scholtz (2/18) led the team from 
the front with the ball. Chasing 164, a 
surprise awaited Sri Lanka. Opener 
Kusal Mendis was dismissed for just 
6 by medium-pacer David Wiese in 
the 2nd over. Ben Shikongo, another 
medium pacer dismissed Pathum 
Nissanka (9) and Danushka Gu-
nathilaka (0) on two consecutive 
deliveries, sending the opposition 
camp into panic. Sri Lanka was 21/3 
in 3.3 overs.

Dhananjaya de Silva was joined 
by hard-hitting Bhanuka Rajapaksa 

and they took Sri Lanka through the 
remainder of their powerplay safely. 
SL was at 38/3 in six overs, with Silva 
(11*) and Rajapaksa (9*) at the crease.

Medium-pace continued its domi-
nation in Lanka’s innings as Jan 
Frylinck joined the party, dismiss-
ing Silva for 12 off 11 balls after being 
caught by Shikongo at deep backward 
square leg. Sri Lanka was 40/4.

Dasun Shanaka, the skipper joined 
Rajapaksa and they had to do some 
heavy repair works. The duo kept 
the scoreboard ticking and took Sri 
Lanka halfway through the innings 

safely. After 10 overs, Sri Lanka was 
at 72/4, with Rajapaksa (19*) and 
Shanaka (22*). It seemed Sri Lanka 
could bounce back in the match.

Just when things looked safe for 
SL, spinner Bernard Scholtz gave 
twin jolts to the Asia Cup cham-
pions, sending back Rajapaksa 
(20) and Wanindu Hasaranga (4). 
Frylinck also got his second wicket 
of the match, sending back skipper 
Shanaka for 29 off 23 balls.

The Asia Cup champs looked in 
a huge trouble, 7 down for just 88 
runs in 14 overs. They needed to 

swing big, but with caution as 76 off 
36 balls were needed, with only three 
wickets in hand. Pramod Madushan 
was run out for a duck by Michael 
van Lingen and wicketkeeper Zane 
Green. SL sunk to 88/8 and Namibia 
was just two wickets away from pull-
ing off a huge upset.

Chamika Karunaratne (5) and 
Dushmantha Chameera (8) gave 
away their wickets owing to poor 
shot selection and Namibia pulled 
off a memorable victory against the 
recently-crowned Asia Cup champi-
ons. SL was bundled out for 108 in 19 
overs and lost the game by 55 runs.

Scholtz (2/18) and David Wiese 
(2/16) were the standout bowlers 
for Namibia. Shikongo and Frylinck 
took two wickets. Smit took a wicket 
too. Earlier, a late flourish from Jan 
Frylinck and JJ Smit helped Namibia 
reach a solid 163/7 against Sri Lanka 
in their Group A, round one match 
in ICC T20 World Cup 2022 at Si-
monds Stadium on Sunday. Namibia 
displayed some solid intent through-
out their innings but it came at cost of 
their wickets. Sri Lanka had their op-
ponents restricted at 95/6 in 15 overs 
but Frylinck (44 off 28) and Smit (31* 
off 16) stitched a 69-run stand to help 
their side reach a competitive total.
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NAMIBIA PULL OF AN UPSET FOR 
AGES, DEFEAT SRI LANKA BY 55 RUNS

Team Namibia celebrating after defeating Sri Lanka by 55 runs.

LAGGING BEHIND

MANOJ JOSHI
GANDHINAGAR 

ASIAN GAMES MEDALLIST POONAM 
DESCRIBE REASONS FOR DECLINE OF JUDO

Once Anjum Chopra was the 
vice-captain in a cricket team 
and Poonam Chopra was the 
captain. Poonam got the best 
bowler award from Kapil Dev 
on one occasion and got a best 
fielder award from Bishan 
Singh Bedi on another oc-
casion. That time women’s 
cricket was not so popular. 
Keeping this in mind, she 
at the behest of her sister 
Mamta Shaukeen, who was 
a judo player she left cricket 
and joined judo. Poonam 
won a medal in her new game 
in Hiroshima Asian Games 
28 years ago. Apart from her, 
till date no Indian woman has 
ever won any medal in judo.

Today Poonam is working 
as Senior Judo Coach in the 
Sports Department of Hary-
ana Government. She is very 
upset as there is no proper 
development of Judo in the 
country. She gave five rea-
sons for this. She said that the 
government promotes indig-
enous games, while this sport 
related to self-defense is con-
sidered as foreign. Secondly, 
in most of the departments, 
there are no jobs for Judo. In 

the Navy and Air force de-
partment, there is no team 
for this game, due to this the 
interest of the younger gen-
eration in this sport is going 
away. Poonam said that this 
game is a self defense game 
especially for women. It has 
not been made compulsory 
in schools.

Fourth, this game should 
be in the lines of IPL. There 
should be a league in which 
the players should have the 
opportunity to improve their 
financial condition. Poonam 

said that the fifth big reason 
is the dominance of this game 
stay confined to the states 
only. Poonam Chopra was 
a member of NADA’s Disci-
plinary Committee for many 
years when the cases of bas-
ketball players Satnam Singh 
and Narsingh Yadav came be-
fore her. Apart from this, she 
was also with Anil Kumble’s 
company Tanwik for almost 
three years. She says that 
she was currently serving 
the state government’s Judo 
center in Bahadurgarh.

Asian Games medallist Poonam Chopra


