
Future diplomacy

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar meets with the 
diplomats from 30 countries at the Raisina Forum for Future 

of Diplomacy 2022 programme, in Cairo on Monday. ANi
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Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said the 12th instal-
ment of funds worth Rs 
16,000 crore has been sent 
to farmers across the coun-
try. He said it while inaugu-
rating the two-day PM Kisan 
Samman Sammelan 2022 on 
Monday. 
“Under PM Kisan the 12th 
instalment worth of funds 
Rs 16,000 crore has been 
sent to farmers across India. 
Under ‘One nation, one fer-
tilizer’, farmers will be pro-
vided with cheaper & good 
quality fertilizer,” said PM 
Modi. PM Modi launched 
the ‘Pradhan Mantri Bhar-
tiya Jan Urvarak Pariyojana-
One Nation, One Fertilizer’ 
during the event. Under 
the scheme, Prime Minister 

Former Indian skipper 
Sourav Ganguly’s imminent 
exit as the BCCI president 

has turned to be a full-blown 
political debate with West 
Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee on Monday 
jumped into the issue saying 

In a shocking incident, a 
woman was allegedly as-
saulted by her husband 
for not being part of a ‘wife 
swap’ game, said the officials 
on Sunday.
The incident occurred at a 
hotel room in Bikaner, Ra-
jasthan and the case was 

registered in Bhopal. As per 
reports, the complainant’s 
husband was a manager in 
a 5-star hotel in Bikaner. 

According to the police 
complaint, the assault survi-
vor said, “Ammar (husband) 
locked her in the hotel room 
and snatched her phone. Af-
ter two days in Bikaner, Am-
mar reached in an inebriated 
state. Drinking alcohol, tak-

ing drugs, having physical 
relations with different girls, 
and even having sex with 
boys were normal for him.” 

Her husband had asked 
her to be part of the wife 
swap game. “When I refused 
to be a part of the game, he 
assaulted me, called me un-
cultured, and had unnatural 
sex with me,” said the com-
plainant. 

The complainant also 
stressed that she sustained 
severe injuries during this 
but did not agree to be part 
of that game. 

As per the police complaint, 
she also highlighted that 
both her mother and her 
sister-in-law along with her 
husband demanded a dow-
ry of Rs 50 lakhs. She also 

Professor Bijayalaxmi Nan-
da, the Principal of Miranda 
House College on Monday 
said that they have “not re-
ceived” any complaints of 
sexual harassment while re-
acting to the incident where 
some people tried to enter 
the premises of the college. 

She said, “There was a 
Diwali Mela programme in 
the college on 14 October. 
Due to the excess crowd, we 
closed the doors after which 
some people tried to enter 
the premises.” She further 
said that the matter has 
been taken into cognizance 
and all safety measure have 
been taken. 
“So far we have not received 
any complaints of sexual 
harassment. Police have 
been informed and they are 
checking all CCTV footage,” 
she said. 

Earlier, a purported video 
of the event of the Delhi Uni-
versity all-women college 
in which some men can be 
seen scaling the wall to en-

ter the college was shared 
widely on social media. 

Based on this, the Delhi 
Police on Monday said that 
it has taken suo moto cog-
nizance of the matter and 
a case is being lodged. “In-
vestigation will follow,” the 
DCP North Delhi said in a 
tweet. 

A Twitter handle whose 
bio described the user as a 
student of the college alleged 
in a post on the microblog-
ging site posted a video in 
which men are seen scaling 
the compound wall of the 
college. 
“Men climbing over the 
walls to get into Miranda 
House during an open fest. 
What followed was horrible. 
Cat-calling, groping, sex-
ist sloganeering and more. 
Men entering safe spaces to 
harass gender minorities is 
nothing new, but they outdo 
themselves every time,” the 
Twitter user posted. 

Meanwhile, Delhi Com-
mission for Women (DCW) 
chief Swati Maliwal issued 
a notice to Delhi Police and 
Miranda House on the issue. 

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs on Monday placed Ji-
tendra Narain, a 1990-batch 
senior  IAS off icer  of 
Arunachal Pradesh-Goa-
Mizoram and Union Terri-
tory (AGMUT) Cadre and 
then Chief Secretary of An-
daman and Nicobar Islands, 
under suspension with im-
mediate effect over an alle-
gation of an alleged sexual 
assault of a lady, according 

to an official statement from 
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs. 

Joint Secretary (Union 
Territory Division) in MHA 
Ashutosh Agnihotri said 
that the action was taken 
the day after the MHA re-
ceived a report on October 
16 from Andaman and 
Nicobar Police regarding 
the alleged sexual assault. 

“As the Report indicated the 
possibility of grave miscon-
duct and misuse of the offi-

TV actress Vaishali Thakkar’s suicide case on Monday took a 
new turn with the booking of a husband-wife duo for alleged 
harassment and abetment.  

Vaishali Thakkar was found hanging at her residence in the 
Sai Bagh colony in Madhya Pradesh’s Indore, under the lim-
its of Tejaji police station, an official informed adding that a 
suicide note was also recovered 

The Gujarat government on 
Monday defended before the 
Supreme Court its decision 
to grant remission to the 11 
convicts in the Bilkis Bano 

case saying remission was 
granted as they completed 14 
years sentence in prison and 
their “behaviour was found 
to be good”. 

The State government said 
it has considered the cases of 
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The CBI on Monday 
grilled Delhi Deputy 
Chief Minister and 

Aam Admi Party (AAP) 
leader Manish Sisodia on 
Delhi excise policy case. 
Emerging out of the grilling 
session, Sisodia claimed that 
CBI pressurised him to leave 
AAP. “The case is completely 
bogus, and I will not bow 
down to any pressure,” Said 
Sisodia. 

Before heading to CBI 
Headquarters on Monday 
morning, the Deputy CM 

was seen taking blessings 
from Mahatma Gandhi at 
Rajghat and also reached the 
agency office flanked by par-
ty workers. AAP leaders and 
workers also protested out-
side the CBI office to express 
support for Sisodia, with sev-
eral people including AAP 
leaders Sanjay Singh, Rakhi 
Birla, and Kuldeep Kumar 
among others have been de-
tained by the police.

Sources said that the CBI 
was tough on Sisodia and 
asked as many as 50 ques-
tions pertaining to the excise 
case. However, at the end of 
the day Sisodia came out 
from the CBI office showing 

victory sign. 
Sisodia later claimed that 

CBI asked him to leave AAP 
saying that what is in Kejri-
wal’s party…better you leave 
them. You would be finished 
if such things continue, 
claimed the Deputy CM. 

“CBI also told me that other 
parties may make you even 
CM, here in AAP you are 
not going to get that,” Sisodia 
claimed. “I replied that I am 
not in politics to be the CM, I 
am here to serve the nation, 
to work for education and 
poor.” 

Meanwhile, BJP spokesper-
son Sambit Patra lashed out 
at the AAP over the rally. Pa-

tra called it as a “celebration 
of corruption”. “When Ra-
hul Gandhi was summoned 
by ED, then also Congress 
started doing drama like this. 
It will not be an exaggeration 
to say that it is a celebration 
of corruption. First, they 
did corruption while giving 
liquor licenses in Delhi and 
now they are doing all this 
drama,” Patra said. 

“The way Manish Sisodia 
was raising slogans in an 
open car on the streets along 
with his supporters today, it 
seems as if Aam Aadmi Par-
ty has won the World Cup of 
corruption. Arvind Kejriwal 
was a part of Anna Hazare’s 

Andolan and used to say that 
he will finish corruption, but 
now it seems AAP has itself 
become the most corrupt 
party in the country,” Patra 
further said.

In August, the enforcement 
agencies conducted searches 
on Delhi deputy chief minis-
ter Manish Sisodia’s official 
residence among several oth-
er places in connection with 
the alleged corruption in the 
implementation of Delhi’s 
excise policy.

Sisodia, in charge of the 
excise department, has been 
under the scanner for alleged 
deliberate and gross proce-
dural lapses which provided 

undue benefits to the tender 
process for liquor licensees 
for the year 2021-22. 

Sisodia is believed to have 
executed decisions in viola-
tion of the statutory provi-
sions of the Excise Policy, 
which could have huge fi-
nancial implications. Such 
“undue financial favours” 
to the liquor licensees after 
the deadline for awarding 
tenders caused huge losses 
to the exchequer, sources 
earlier claimed. 

The excise policy was 
passed in chief minister 
Arvind Kejriwal-led Delhi 
Cabinet in the middle of 

after grilling, SiSodia ClaiMS 
Cbi preSSuriSed hiM to leaVe aap 

exCiSe poliCy CaSe

The Deputy Chief Minister of Delhi, Manish Sisodia, says the cases against him 
are fake and politically motivated. 

top of the day

pM kiCkStartS 
diStribution of 
ayuShMan CardS 
in guJarat
New Delhi: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
kickstarted the distri-
bution of PMJAY-MA 
Yojana Ayushman cards 
in Gujarat via video 
conferencing on Monday. 
PM Modi also interacted 
with the beneficiaries 
virtually. As many as 50 
lakh Ayushman cards 
have been printed in 
Gujarat and will be 
delivered soon to families. 
The health scheme was 
launched by PM Modi on 
4 September 2012, for 
BPl families. Under the 
scheme, the government 
met hospitalisation and 
surgical procedures up to 
Rs 2 lakhs. 

ShiV Sena, nCp to 
Join bharat Jodo 
yatra 
MUMBAi: Shiv Sena Chief 
and former Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray and National-
ist Congress Party (NCP) 
President Sharad Pawar 
have accepted the invita-
tion to take part in the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra, said 
a Congress leader on 
Monday. A delegation of 
state Congress leaders 
on Monday met former 
CM Uddhav Thackeray at 
his residence ‘Matoshree’ 
and Sharad Pawar at 
Silver Oak and invited 
them for the yatra. Con-
gress leaders including 
hK Patil, Ashok Chavan, 
Balasaheb Thorat, Nas-
eem Khan, Bhai Jagtap, 
and youth leader Suraj 
Thakur were present in 
the meeting.

Ashish sinhA 
UrvAshi KhonA
New Delhi

TDG neTworK
wAShiNGTON

high enthuSiaSM 

96% turnout 
in Congress 
presidential polls, 
results on 19 Oct

The high-profile Congress 
presidential elections on 
Monday witnessed high en-
thusiasm with 96% voting 
turnout, paving the way for 
electing a non-Gandhi party 
chief in more than 22 years. 

96% of voting have taken 
place across states and 
around 9,500 delegates have 
voted today. “No untoward 
incident occurred...3 ballot 
boxes have been received- 87 
people voted at AICC, Delhi,” 
Congress Central Election 
Authority chairman Mad-
husudan Mistry has said. 

The results of the election 
will be declared on 19 Octo-
ber.

Both the contenders Mal-

likarjun Kharge and Sashi 
Tharoor expressed happi-
ness over the poll process 
and said whatever would 
be the outcome the election 
would only strengthen the 
party.  

Congress president Sonia 
Gandhi cast her vote in the 
party’s polls to elect her suc-
cessor. “I have been waiting 
for a long time,” Sonia Gan-
dhi said when she was asked 
by mediapersons on the poll. 
Sonia Gandhi cast her vote at 
the headquarters of the All 
India Congress Committee 
(AICC). Congress general 
secretary Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra also accompanied her 
mother Sonia Gandhi and 
cast her vote for the next 
president. 
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After grilling, 
Sisodia claims cbi 
pressurised him to 
leave AAP 

Swati Maliwal 
claims attack 
inside her house

96% turnout in congress 
presidential polls, results on 19 Oct

months of horror: 
husBand assaults 
woman for not Being 
part of ‘wife-swap’ 

full-Blown politics oVer 
souraV’s Bcci exit, mamata 
says ‘remoVal unfair’ 

Husband-wife booked 
for abetting Vaishali 
Thakkar’s suicide

Senior iAS officer, accused 
of rape, suspended 

cial position on the part of 
Jitendra Narain, the Union Home 
Minister directed to take immedi-
ate strict action against the officer 

concerned as per law,” he said. 
“Accordingly, Jitendra Narain, iAS 
(AGMUT:1990) has been placed under sus-
pension with immediate effect and disciplin-
ary proceedings have been ordered against 
him,” it added. The Home Ministry said that 
it is committed to ensuring zero tolerance to-
wards the acts of indiscipline by its officials 
irrespective of their rank and status “espe-
cially with regard to incidents involving the 
dignity of women”. 
“An FiR has been registered and action in 
the criminal case is being taken separately 
by the SiT of Andaman & Nicobar Police,” it 
said.  

The Special investigation Team was consti-
tuted to probe the allegation of a 21-year-old 
woman in Andaman and Nicobar islands 

that she was gang-raped by officials there 
including former chief Secretary Jitendra 
Narain. 

The Andaman and Nicobar islands Police 
registered a case earlier this month on the 
complaint filed by the woman alleging that 
she was sexually abused by Jitendra Narain, 
and others. 

The Aberdeen police station in Andaman 
and Nicobar islands registered the case and 
a Special investigation Team headed by a Se-
nior Superintendent of Police was formed to 
probe the serious allegation against Narain, 
who is at present posted as the chairman 
and managing director of the Delhi Finan-
cial corporation. 

The woman lodged the complaint with the 
police on August 21 in which she gave a de-
tailed account of the alleged sexual attack on 
her twice--in April and May--and requested 
for preserving the ccTV footage of the then 
chief secretary’s residence for evidence. 

from the 
spot which sug-
gested that she 
was stressed and 

harassed by her neighbour, 
businessman Rahul Navlani. 
The Tejaji Nagar Police have 
booked Rahul Navlani and 
his wife Disha under sec-
tions 306 (Abetment of sui-
cide) and 34 (Acts done by 
several persons in further-
ance of common intention) 
of the indian Penal code for 
allegedly persuading the ac-
tor to kill herself. 

Seeking justice Vaishali 
Thakkar had asked for pun-
ishment to them for harass-
ing her.

Vaishali was quite an active 
social media user and had 
worked in multiple serials, 
including ‘Yeh Rishta Kya 
Kehlata hai’, ‘Sasural Simar 
Ka’, ‘Yeh Hai Aashiqui’. 

Meanwhile, Vaishali’s 
mother Anu Kaur Thakkar 
also sought justice for the 
death of her daughter and 
said that accused Rahul 
Navlani used to disturb her 
and his wife used to believe 
that Vaishali was at fault for 
their breaking the marriage, 
while the actual truth was 
the other way round. 
“She was normal before 
committing suicide. We did 
not have a one per cent clue 
that she would take such a 
drastic step all of a sudden,” 
Vaishali’s mother said add-
ing that she had arrived in 

indore from Mumbai in 
April. 
“While we were also plan-
ning to her wedding in De-
cember or January, Rahul 
was also adamant about 
making attempts to get the 
wedding called off,” she add-
ed. “Vaishali has written that 
she will get justice only after 
Rahul will be punished,” she 
said. 

Assistant commissioner of 
Police (AcP) Moti ur Rehm-
an earlier said that, “Rahul 
was Vaishali’s neighbour 
and the suicide note indi-
cated that he used to harass 
Vaishali, because of which 
she took this extreme step. 
She was about to get mar-
ried to another man and 
Rahul troubled her for that. 
The police are currently in-
vestigating the case.” 
“Rahul is currently not at 
his residence and has fled 
after locking his house. Po-
lice are currently locating 
Rahul, after that he will be 
questioned,” AcP Rehman 
added.

Rahul Navlani was already 
married. 

Rahman further said that 
the TV actress was basically 
a resident of Ujjain and she 
was living here under Te-
jaji police station limits. The 
incident occurred around 
12:30 am on Sunday. On 
getting the information 
about the incident, the po-
lice rushed to the spot. 

launched 
bharat urea bags, 
which will help 
companies mar-

ket fertilizers under the 
single brand name ‘bharat’. 

He also highlighted that 
india’s progress in urea pro-
duction is noteworthy.
“Today, india is working 
towards Aatmanirbharta 
in urea production through 
the use of nano-urea. This 
will be a major milestone for 

the agriculture sector in in-
dia. Nano Urea will emerge 
as a cost-effective medium 
for farming purposes,” he 
added. 

PM Modi also underlined 
the conversion of fertilizer 
retail shops and said,” From 
today, the work will start to 
convert over 3.15 lakh fer-
tilizer shops into Pradhan 
Mantri Samruddhi Kend-
ras. These Kendras will be a 
one-stop solution catering to 

all requirements of our An-
nadatas.” 

Prime Minister Modi also 
inaugurated the Agri Start-
up conclave and Exhibition.

About 300 startups show-
cased their innovation re-
lated to precision farming, 
post-harvest and value-add 
solutions, allied agriculture, 
waste to wealth, mechaniza-
tion for small farmers, sup-
ply chain management, and 
agri-logistics, among others. 

pm releases rs 16000 cr 
for farmers

trinamool mla key in 
teacher recruitment 
scams, ed tells sc

guJarat goVt to sc: Bilkis 
conVicts released for 
‘good BehaViour’ 

pm modi to Join ‘griha 
praVesh’, 4.5 lakh to 
get new houses in mp

all 11 pris-
oners  as 

per the policy of 
1992 and remis-
sion was granted 

on 10 August 2022, and the 
central government also 
approved the pre-mature 
release of convicts. it is per-
tinent to note that the remis-
sion was not granted under 
the circular governing grant 
of remission to prisoners 
as part of the celebration of 

“Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav”, 
it said. 

The affidavit stated, “State 
government considered all 
the opinions and decided 
to release 11 prisoners since 
they have completed 14 
years and above in prisons 
and their behaviour was 
found to be good.” 

Gujarat government had 

granted remission to 11 con-
victs, who had gang-raped 
bilkis bano and murdered 
her family members during 
the 2002 Godhra riots. 

The State government said 
that in a circular dated July 
9, 1992, it had issued a policy 
for early releasing those pris-
oners who have completed 
14 years of imprisonment 
who were imposed life im-
prisonment punishment.

Earlier, the top court had 
issued notice to the Gujarat 
government and convicts 
and sought their responses 
on the pleas challenging re-
mission order.

it had also asked the State 
to file the entire record of 
the proceedings in the bil-
kis bano case, including the 
remission order.

congress 
MPs P chidam-
baram, Jairam Ra-
mesh and other 

party leaders have also cast 
their votes at the Aicc office 
in Delhi. 

Shashi Tharoor, who is 
pitted against party veteran 
Mallikarjun Kharge for the 
post of the congress presi-
dent, said the revival of the 
grand old party has begun 
whatever the outcome and 
that the fate of the indian 
National congress lies in the 
hands of the party workers.
“i am confident. The fate 
of the congress party is in 

the hands of party workers. 
The odds have been stacked 
against us as the party lead-
ers and establishment were 
overwhelmingly with the 
other candidate,” Tharoor 
told mediapersons at Ker-
ala’s Thiruvananthapuram.  

Kharge also said : “it is 
part of our internal election. 
Whatever we said to each 
other is on a friendly note. 
Together we have to build 
the party. (Shashi) Tharoor 
telephoned me and wished 
me luck and i also said the 
same.”

both Kharge and Tharoor 
campaigned ahead of the 

polls and congress will get 
a leader outside the Nehru-
Gandhi family as president 
after 24 years. The new 
party chief will have his 
task cut out with assembly 
elections having already 
been declared in Himachal 
Pradesh and poised to be 
held in Gujarat. 

The presidential election 
has taken place at the cul-
mination of the party’s or-
ganisational elections and 
has come at a time congress 
faces multiple challenges.

congress interim chief So-
nia Gandhi was among those 
who cast their ballot.

informed 
that her inlaws’ 
never paid heed 
to her complaints 

and rather blamed her for 
being not so “modern”. 

The complainant said 
that her health deterio-
rated after being injured 
and the assaults continued 
for months. She was later 

taken to her maternal home 
by her relatives where she 
filed a complaint later. “A 
case was registered against 
the accused husband and 
her mother-in-law and her 
sister-in-law under section 
377, 498a, 323, 506, 34, 3/4 of 
the Dowry Prohibition Act,” 
said Woman police station 
in-charge, Anjana Dhurve.

are akhilesh, 
mayawati 
coming closer?
If the discussion going 
on in the political circles 
of Uttar Pradesh is to be 
believed, then after the 
death of Mulayam Singh 
Yadav, the Samajvadi 
Party and Bahujan Samaj 
Party may come together 
before the Lok Sabha 
polls. A section of leaders 
close to Akhilesh Yadav 
have started to circulate 
an untold story about the 
bonhomie that developed 
between the arch rivals 
Mulayam Singh Yadav 
and Mayawati. Accord-
ing to this story, one day, 
Mulayam and Mayawati 
were travelling on a flight 
seated together. Mulyam 
talked to her, covering his 
face with a newspaper 
to avoid the public glare. 
Both talked intensely. 
When the plane landed, 
Mulayam gave way to her 
to get down first, but in a 
sober gesture, she told 
him to get down before 
her. People who saw the 
scene said both of them 
were saying “phele aap’. 
The story is in great cir-
culation, and the political 
pundits are predicting 
that now SP and BSP will 
come together before the 
LS polls.

kiren riJiJu’s 
first loVe is 
footBall
Recently, Union Law 
minister Kiren Rijiju 
uploaded a video on social 
media where he can be 
seen playing football in the 
courtyard of his govern-
ment bunglow. Actually, 
the Union Information and 
Broadcasting Minister, 
who also holds the sports 
portfolio, Anurag Thakur 
had requested him to post 
the video as a run-up cam-
paign for the Under-19 
World Cup football tourna-
ment. But Kiren too has 
a special love for sports. 
He is seen regularly, 
practising badminton and 
tennis. Recently, he was 
seen playing football with a 
professional player where 
he practised the rainbow 
flick, lifting the ball with 
toes towards one’s head. 
Before being promoted 
as the cabinet minister 
for law and justice, Kiren 
was the state minister for 
sports and youth affairs. 
Whether his love for the 
game has made him start 
practising football again is 
now being discussed in the 
power corridors.

president 
murmu’s 
tripura trip 
During her visit to Tri-
pura, President Draupadi 
Murmu met a group of 
women tea estate workers 
in Agartala. They were 
from the nearby Durgabari 
tea estate. They belonged 
to the Santhal community, 
from where the president 
had come. She was happy 
to meet the women from 
her community and start-
ed talking to them in the 
Santhali language. The 
President talked to them 
about her life, including 
the difficulties she faced. 
The President got so ab-
sorbed in talking to them 
that she wanted to delay 
her next programme.

on the radar

Gautam lahiri

the deadly 
Delta covid-19 
pandemic in 2021. 

S i s o d i a  w a s 
among 15 others 

booked in an FiR filed by 
the cbi in August including 
then Excise commissioner 
Arva Gopi Krishna, Deputy 
commissioner Anand Ti-
wari and Assistant com-
missioner Pankaj bhatnagar. 

The ED and the central 
bureau of investigation 

(cbi) had alleged that ir-
regularities were committed 
while modifying the Excise 
Policy, undue favours were 
extended to licence holders, 
the licence fee was waived or 
reduced and the L-1 licence 
was extended without the 
competent authority’s ap-
proval. The beneficiaries di-
verted “illegal” gains to the 
accused officials and made 
false entries in their books of 
account to evade detection.
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that Sourav had been been “excluded in an 
unfair way”. Mamata also said Sourav should be 
allowed to contest icc election. 

bJP leader Suvendu Adhikari, who is the Leader 
of the Opposition in bengal, took a swipe at the chief minister 
and said she should appoint Ganguly as brand ambassador 
of West bengal in place of actor Shah Rukh Khan. He said 
the Trinamool congress leader should not do politics in the 
matter. Mamata banerjee said here that Ganguly is popular 
and “not a political party member” and the centre need not 
to take a “political decision”. 

Mamata, on the other hand, said, “i request PM to make 
sure Sourav Ganguly must be allowed to contest icc elec-
tion. He’s a popular figure which is why he is being deprived. 
Request Goi not to take a decision politically, but for cricket, 
sports...He is not a political party member.”  
“On behalf of all countrymen i say that Sourav Ganguly is 
our pride, he has skillfully managed his sports and adminis-
tration career. He was bcci president. He was excluded in 
an unfair way; the compensation for it will be to send him to 
icc,” she said. 

The last date to file nominations for the international crick-
et council (icc) chairman elections is 20 October. 

Former indian cricketer Roger binny is set to take over as 
the next bcci chief.

Reacting to banerjee’s remarks, Suvendu Adhikari said if 
she wants to extend “Sourav Ganguly’s tenancy then, she 
should have made him the brand ambassador” of the state. 
Sourav Ganguly is slated to file his nomination for the presi-
dent’s post at the cricket Association of bengal. 

The Enforcement Director-
ate has told the Supreme 
court that former chairman 
of the West bengal board 
of Primary Education and 
Trinamool congress leader 
Manik bhattacharya was 
a key person in a money 
laundering case relating to 
the alleged irregularities in 
primary teachers’ appoint-
ments. 

ED submitted, “investiga-
tion under PMLA has re-
vealed the role of Dr Manik 
bhattacharya Ex. President 
of WbbPE and MLA, Pala-
shipara, Nadia from TMc as 
one of the key persons in the 
entire scam of offering jobs 
in lieu of money.” ED, in its 
affidavit also said that it has 
been ascertained that Man-
ik headed the West bengal 
board of Primary Education 

for a period of more than 10 
years starting from 2011 
during which more than 
58000 primary teachers 
were recruited through the 
board. 

in an affidavit filed before 
the Supreme court, ED has 
opposed Manik bhattacha-
rya’s plea challenging his 
arrest in a money launder-
ing case as the probe agen-
cy submitted that Manik 
bhattacharya has remained 
uncooperative during the 
course of statements re-
corded under section 50 of 
PMLA, 2002 and has con-
tinuously tried to mislead 
the investigation by sup-
pressing facts and details on 
the source of funds accumu-
lated in the name of his fam-
ily members. 

The probe agency also said 
that the investigation in re-
spect of other high-value 
transactions is required to 

be done to unearth the mon-
ey trail and to identify the 
proceeds of the crime. 

ED also mentioned the 
seizing of huge cash of more 
than Rs 50 cr (approxi-
mately) during the searches 
conducted in the month 
of July 2022. Two persons 
namely Partha chatterjee, 
the then Education minister 
of the State of West bengal 
and Arpita Mukherjee were 
arrested on 23 July 2022. 
Manik bhattacharyya, Ex-
President of the West bengal 
board of Primary Education 
was consequently arrested 
on 10 October. 

Manik bhattacharyya has 
challenged his arrest before 
the Supreme court, which 
will hear the matter tomor-
row. A bench of justices An-
iruddha bose and Vikaram 
Nath has listed the matter 
for further hearing tomor-
row.

Delhi commission for Women chief Swati Maliwal on 
Monday alleged that a person entered the premises of her 
house and damaged two of her cars, while she was not at 
her home. 

While informing about the incident in a tweet, she said, 
“A person entered into my house. He attacked and broke 
a car of mine and of my mother’s. Fortunately, i wasn’t at 
home, or else who knows what would have happened,” she 
tweeted.

She also complained to the Delhi Police through her tweet. 
Delhi chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal reacted to her tweet 

and said that the law and order situation in Delhi is very 
bad and requested the LG of Delhi to “repair” the situation.

Earlier on 12 October, Maliwal alleged that she has been 
receiving rape threats on social media after she wrote to 
Union information and broadcasting Minister Anurag 
Thakur to remove filmmaker Sajid Khan from bigg boss 
over allegations of sexual harassment against him.

Madhya Pradesh chief Min-
ister Shivraj Singh chouhan 
has said that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will give a 
new gift to the state and 4.5 
lakh people will get a new 
house on Dhanteras. 

chouhan made the an-
nouncement during a dis-
cussion with the ministers 
before the cabinet meeting in 
bhopal on Monday. He said 
that PM Modi would virtu-
ally join the ‘Grih Pravesh’ 
programme under the Prad-
han Mantri Awas Yojana in 
Satna district on 22 October. 

it  wi l l  be  the  third 
big programme of PM 
Modi in the state with-

in the last one month. 
before this, PM Modi dedi-
cated Shri Mahakal Lok in 
Ujjain on 11 October. 

PM Modi had come to 
Madhya Pradesh to gift 8 
cheetahs to the Kuno Nation-
al Park on his birthday on 17 
September. The cheetahs had 
been brought from Namibia. 
The Prime Minister also in-
teracted with the women of 
Self Help Groups in Sheopur 
district. 
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in the valley preparation

relations

Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot here on Mon-
day said that his relations 
with the Gandhi family are 
“beyond any logic or conten-
tion”. He said it is just like 
Vinoba Bhave’s relations 
with Maa Geeta. Bhave once 
said that his relations with 
Geeta Maa were beyond any 
logic.  

Gehlot was at PCC head-
quarters here to cast his vote 
for the presidential election. 
The CM was looking quite 
positive and confident as 
if everything was normal 
like before. Gehlot was talk-
ing to media persons here. 
He spent a lot of time at 
the headquarters, interact-
ing with PCC chief Govind 
Singh Dotasra and other 
workers. 

He asked the workers to 
be in a battle-ready mode 
for the 2023 elections in 
Rajasthan. He appealed to 
the workers to ensure the 
party’s victory in the polls 
to strengthen the position 
of Rahul Gandhi. Moreover, 
the Bharat Jodo Yatra, which 
has given sleepless nights to 
BJP, will be a grand success 
when it passes through Raj-
asthan, Gehlot says.  

In a message to disgruntled 
leaders, Gehlot pointed out 

that what they wanted did 
not happen. However he ad-
vised them to have patience 
and to continue to work for 
the party. Gehlot’s message 
was for the leaders includ-
ing Sachin Pilot who have 
either left the party or tried 
to quit it. Gehlot’s statement 
signalled that his relation 
with the Gandhis is normal 
like before. 

He also termed Congress 
presidential candidate Mal-
likarjuna Kharge as an ex-
perienced leader, saying that 
there can be no alternative to 
experience. Gehlot made his 
points about various issues 
like Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat 
Jodo Yatra, Gujarat polls, 
etc. like a responsible Con-
gress leader.  

While responding to ques-
tions from media on the 
speculation about what will 
happen after 19 October, 
the day of party presiden-
tial results, Gehlot gave an 
example of Vinoba Bhave’s 
relation with Geeta Maa. He 
asked the media not to worry 
about his relations with the 
Gandhi family. “Even after 
19 October, his relations 
with the Gandhi family will 
remain like what they have 
been for the last 50 years,” he 
added signalling that Rajas-
tan turmoil that happened 
few weeks ago, is over now.  

After his meeting with Ra-

hul at Bellary, everything is 
apparently normal. After 
Gehlot’s activeness for the 
upcoming Gujarat polls, 
Congress workers are also 
quite enthusiastic and posi-
tive. He is the Congress ob-
server for the Gujarat polls. 
The high command is ex-
pecting high performance 
from Gehlot. So, there will be 
no change now in Rajasthan.  

VEILED CRITICISM OF 
OPPONENTS
Replying to media queries, 
Gehlot took a dig at all his 
opponents including Sa-
chin Pilot. To a question on 
disgruntled leaders, he said 
that those who have got 

some posts without struggle 
are “roaming around doing 
negative and destructive 
things”. When the “achche 
din” for Congress will re-
turn, these leaders will also 
get something good. If they 
show haste in achieving 
something, they will be faced 
with setbacks.  

Gehlot said those who left 
the party were opportunists. 
Some leaders left the party 
amid the crisis. These lead-
ers got opportunity at a very 
young age, be it Scindia, Jitin 
Prasad and RPN Singh. He 
recalled his career as a young 
politician and said “I became 
deputy minister with Indira 
Gandhi”. But these leaders 

were made minister of state 
with good portfolios, he 
adds. The youngsters should 
have patience, he added. 
Working for the party adds 
to a leader’s stature gradu-
ally. 

ON BHARAT JODO 
YATRA 
Congress is witnessing two 
important developments at 
present. One is Rahul Gan-
dhi’s Bharat Jodo Yatra and 
the other is the presidential 
poll. Both are important 
in their own ways.  Rahul’s 
Yatra has received a tre-
mendous positive response 
across the country due to 
which political opponents 

are nervous. The feeling of 
fraternity and brotherhood 
is returning due to this yatra. 
The presidential poll is the 
symbol of internal party de-
mocracy. 

ATTACK ON BJP 
Gehlot says ever since com-
ing to power, the BJP is 
throwing the constitution 
and legal system to the wind. 
There is hardly any respect 
for law by these people. Peo-
ple are being jailed without 
any reason, as the BJP lead-
ers hate criticism which is a 
mandatory thing in democ-
racy. Those in power are fas-
cist. It is easy to instigate the 
public in the name of caste 
and religion, but it is difficult 
to douse the fire.  

ON GUJARAT POLLS
Gehlot says that the results of 
Gujarat polls will be surpris-
ing. PM Modi is himself say-
ing that Congress is working 
silently down to village level, 
he said. One can understand 
the meaning. Congress is 
quite strong in villages. Yes, 
its position is not that strong 
in the urban areas as was the 
case in the past. Congress is 
working towards strength-
ening its position in cities as 
well. The AAP is making a 
record in lying to people. 
Why the media is giving the 
AAP so much attention is 

beyond understanding. The 
coverage is not being given 
to Bharat Jodo Yatra of the 
Congress, the party which 
played an important role in 
the freedom struggle.  This 
is a big question mark on the 
media’s role and credibility. 
On Gujarat poll dates not be-
ing announced, Gehlot says 
ECI should explain why it 
only announced poll dates 
for Himachal Pradesh and 
excluded Gujarat, while the 
counting will be done to-
gether. This could not have 
happened without the in-
tervention of PM Modi and 
Amit Shah, he alleged. How 
can the elections be impartial 
then? 

ON MALLIKARJUNA 
KHARGE
Gehlot said Mallikarjuna 
Kharge is quite an experi-
enced leader. He will win 
by a huge margin. His ex-
perience will help Congress 
regain its past glory. Kharge 
has been in politics for 50 
years. He has been an MLA 
nine times and a Lok Sabha 
MP twice. He is the leader of 
Opposition in Rajya Sabha. 
He has solid organisational 
experience as well. The 
youth power can work hard 
but there is no alternative for 
experience. And Kharge’s 
vast political experience will 
benefit the party.

My relations with Gandhi family beyond logic: Ashok Gehlot
AJIT MAINDOLA
JAIPUR

election

A seminar titled “Imam 
Khomeini: The Pivot of 
World Unity” was organ-
ised by the JK People’s Jus-
tice Front of Srinagar at the 
Syed Mehdi Auditorium, 
Kargil, which was attended 
by prominent personalities 
from Kargil and the Kash-

mir valley.
A variety of audiences 

took part in the programme 
from different backgrounds 
and beliefs. Also, several 
college and Higher Sec-
ondary School students 
also attended the seminar. 
While speaking at the event, 
Chairman of JK People’s 
Justice Front Aga Syed 
Abass Rizvi called India a 

“mother” and attacked Pak-
istan for targeted killings in 
the country.

In Pakistan, on the other 
hand, targeted killings of 
minorities, particularly 
Shia Muslims, are common.
The Shia community forms 
only 20 per cent of the total 
Pakistani population. They 
are also followers of Islam, 
but still, the Shia commu-

nity doesn’t hold the status 
of equality in the state of 
Pakistan,” he said.

Chief Coordinator JK 
People’s Justice Front Syed 
Mubashir Kazimi also criti-
cised Pakistan for attacks 
on holy sites, saying, “There 
is no record of blasts in the 
holy places of minorities in 
India whereas it is common 
in Pakistan.”

There have been more than 200 Cr vaccine 
(first, second, and precautionary) doses ad-
ministered across the country so far. The 
nationwide vaccination drive still has a long 
way to go. “India’s COVID vaccination pro-
gram isn’t over yet,” said officials on Sunday.

“The government still has a stock of 3 Cr 
vaccine doses to be administered”, the press 
learned through its official sources. “The 
government’s COVID vaccination pro-

gramme is in its final stages, but it’s still not 
over. Approximately 30 million COVID-19 
doses are still available with the government 
at the different centres, and the stock is suffi-
cient for a few months”, officials said. Adding 
that the further decision will also depend on 
the Covid-19 cases.

While emphasising the country’s further 
vaccination drive, sources told the press 
that the procurement of vaccination isn’t 
required as of now, but that doesn’t mean 
that the government’s COVID vaccination 
program is over.

Congress votes for non-Gandhi president

seminar of shia muslims in Kargil hails 
india, slams paKistan

india’s covid vaccination is not over yet, 
govt still has stocK of 3 crore vaccines
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top of the day

sc grants more 
time to up govt 
to file reply on 
ashish mishra’s 
bail plea
LAKhImPUR KhERI: 
The supreme Court on 
monday granted more 
time to the Uttar Pradesh 
government to file a reply 
to the plea filed by Ashish 
mishra, challenging the 
Allahabad high Court 
order denying him bail 
in the Lakhimpur Kheri 
violence case. A bench of 
justices BR Gavai and BV 
nagarathna adjourned 
the matter for further 
hearing on november 
7 as the next date for 
hearing. senior Advocate 
mukul Rohatgi appeared 
for the petitioner in the 
matter.

pm modi to join 
'griha pravesh' 
event on 
dhanteras
nEW dELhI: madhya 
Pradesh Chief minister 
shivraj singh Chouhan 
has said that Prime 
minister narendra modi 
will give a new gift to the 
state and 4.5 lakh people 
will get a new house on 
dhanteras.Chouhan 
made the announcement 
during a discussion with 
the ministers before the 
cabinet meeting in Bhopal 
on monday. he said that 
Pm modi would virtually 
join the 'Grih Pravesh' 
programme under the 
Pradhan mantri Awas 
Yojana in satna district on 
22 October.

delhi hc issues 
notice to cbi 
on sanjeev 
chaturvedi’s 
plea 
nEW dELhI: The delhi 
high Court on monday is-
sued notice to the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) on the plea of IFs 
sanjeev Chaturvedi 
seeking a vacation of stay 
on the order of the Chief 
Information Commis-
sioner (CIC) directing 
the CBI to provide the 
information sought under 
the RTI Act. The high 
court on July 29, 2022, 
stayed the order passed 
by the CIC on novem-
ber 25, 2019. This order 
was challenged by the 
CBI. The bench had also 
issued a notice to sanjeev 
Chaturvedi. Justice Yas-
hwant Varma on monday 
issued notice to the CBI 
and directed them to file 
a reply on an application 
moved by Chaturvedi 
through Advocate manoj 
Khanna. The matter has 
been listed for december 
14, 2022.

j&K is the 
crown of 
india: pratima 
bhoumiK
RAJOURI: The Union 
minister of state for 
social Justice and Em-
powerment, smt. Pratima 
Bhoumik, today said that 

“J&K is the crown of India 
and the government is 
steadfast, making all-
round efforts for the over-
all development of J&K”. 
The minister said that the 
basic objective of the pub-
lic outreach programme 
is to assess ground-level 
development across all 
the sectors and to review 
the implementation of all 
the central government 
schemes and pro-
grammes in the district.

SONIA GANDHI 
 
I have been waiting for a long time.

SHASHI THAROOR
 
I am confident. The fate of the Congress party is 
in the hands of party workers. The odds have 
been stacked against us as the party leaders and 
establishment were overwhelmingly with the other 
candidate.

ASHOK GHELOT 

Today is a historic day, the election for Congress 
president is taking place today after 22 years. This 
election gives the message of internal harmony in 
the party. My relation with the Gandhi family will be 
same even after 19 Oct (day of the counting of votes).

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE 

It is part of our internal election. Whatever we said 
to each other is on a friendly note. Together we have 
to build the party. (Shashi) Tharoor telephoned me 
and wished me luck and I also said the same.

MADHUSUDHAN MISTRY

Those who say there is no democracy in the party, 
it is an example of democracy. Congress has vonce 
again proved what internal democracy is. The other 
parties can take lessons from it.

SACHIN PILOT 

The party proved that there is always free and 
fair election for the position of party president. 
Congress party has set an example for the country 
by conducting open, democratic and transparent 
elections.

Ashok Gehlot after casting his vote.
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The Supreme Court on Mon-
day dismissed a plea of the 
Kerala government against 
the decision of the Airport 
Authority of India (AAI) to 
lease out Thiruvanantha-
puram International Airport 
to Adani Enterprises Ltd.

A bench of Chief Justice 
UU Lalit and Bela M Trivedi 
declined to interfere with the 
decision saying that the pri-
vate entity has been manag-

ing and operations of the air-
port since October 2021 and 
there is no reason to interfere 
at this stage. The Supreme 
Court clarified that the ques-
tion regarding land owner-
ship on which the airport is 
situated would remain open.

In February last year, the 
Kerala government moved 
the top court against the 
AAI’s decision to allow the 
Adani Group to operate, 
manage and develop the air-
port for 50 years. The appeal 

was filed against the Kerala 
High Court order which had 
declined the State govern-
ment’s plea.

The state-run Kerala State 
Industrial Development 
Corporation (KSIDC) par-
ticipated in the bid held but 
Adani Enterprises quoted 
the highest and won the bid 
in February 2019.

The Kerala government 
had termed the decision of 
the AAI as “arbitrary” to 
prefer a private party and 

ignoring the offer of the 
Kerala government to oper-
ate and manage the airport 
at the same commercial 
rates as quoted by Adani 
Enterprises. 

The government also 
contended that it has ex-
perience in handling the 
management of airports. 
Adani Enterprises has no 
previous experience in 
handling airports and the 
AAI’s decision will not ad-
vance the public interest.

NO REASON TO INTERFERE

KERALA GOVT’S PLEA AGAINST LEASING OUT OF 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM AIRPORT DECLINED
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

HUGE SUCCESS

After  achieving  a 
milestone of  1,000 
kms of Bharath Jodo 

Yatra, Rahul Gandhi is all set 
to finish his Karnataka leg. 
The culmination of this leg 
was the hugely successful 
Bellari rally attended by all 
the biggies of the party includ-
ing the two chief ministers – 
Ashok Gehlot and Bhupesh 
Bhagel.

While Rahul will now 
head to Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana before entering 
Maharashtra, the Karnataka 
leg was quite successful for 
the grand old party in terms of 
traction, eyeballs, and media 
attention. And one man will 
heave a sigh of relief – KPCC 
president D.K. Shivakumar!

An out of turn and an un-
expected notice from the en-
forcement directorate in the 
middle of the yatra had un-
settled him as he had rushed 
to Delhi for a couple of days, 
however, he accompanied 
Rahul for the larger part of 
the yatra.

The yatra which traversed 
through Mysore, Mandya, 
Tumkur, Chitradurga, Da-
vanagere, Hospet, and then 
Bellari got the desired effect as 
lakhs of people joined the en-
tourage. Sources in the Con-
gress told The Daily Guardian 
Review that for Shivakuamar 

as Pradesh president it was a 
big challenge. “Being with Ra-
hul and organizing a flawless 
yatra was a daunting task. We 
all know the kind of resources 
DKS can mobilize given his 
organizational skills and to 
carry out a contingent of thou-
sands of people along 550 
kms was a different scale al-
together. Every leader in each 
of the constituencies had to be 
taken into confidence. Pro-
grammes en route, meeting 
people from different walks of 
life, organizing interactive ses-
sions like the one with teach-

ers, farmers, students, trad-
ers, and skilled youth along 
with the daily exhaustion of 
walking 25 km will take a toll 
on anyone for that matter. 
DKS carefully planned and 
delegated the work in sync 
with the AICC which had to 
approve the plan. It’s a logisti-
cal nightmare,’’ he said.

While this was the yatra 
part, the politics of it was an 
entirely different ball game. 
With elections just months 
away, the yatra had a lot of po-
litical significance too and the 
hottest topic all through was 

who led the race to get nomi-
nated as Congress’s nominee 
for the CM face – D.K. Shi-
vakumar or Siddaramaiah. 
And as expected it did surface 
when one of the journalists 
asked the question as to who 
the choice was. While Rahul 
played it safe saying there 
were many capable leaders 
in the party, his videos with 
former chief minister Sidda-
ramaiah and D.K. Shivaku-
mar were a testimony to the 
fact that these two were front 
runners. Another picture 
that went viral was that of 
Rahul Gandhi making these 
two leaders hold each other’s 
hands and walk in the yatra.

The Bellari rally was a fit-
ting finale for the Karnataka 
yatra of Rahul and one the 
highlights were D.K. Shi-
vakuamar’s speech where 
he said: “This yatra is not 
to make Rahul Gandhi the 
prime minister, this yatra 
is not to make Maliikarjun 
Kharge the chief minister, this 
yatra is not to make Siddara-
maiah the chief minister, this 
yatra is not to make D.K. Shi-
vakumar the chief minister, 
but to unite the people of In-
dia who are getting polarized 
because of the BJP. By putting 
his name in the same space as 
Siddaramaiah and Kharge, 
DKS has upped his game and 
postured himself that he is no 
less a leader than these two.

R JAYAPRAKASH
BANGALURU 

Rahul completes 
Karnataka leg, 
Shivakumar gets pat

The Supreme Court on 
Monday agreed to ex-
amine the plea of the Na-
tional Commission For 
Protection of Child Rights 
(NCPCR) against Punjab 
and Haryana High Court 
order which stated a Mus-
lim girl who is 16-years-old 
is competent to enter into a 
contract of marriage with a 
person of her choice under 
the Muslim Personal Law

A bench headed by Jus-
tice Sanjay Kishan Kaun 
said it will examine the is-
sue and appointed senior 
advocate Rajshekhar Rao 
as amicus curiae to assist 
the court in the matter. 
The bench also issued no-

tice to the Punjab govern-
ment and others on the 
plea filed by NCPCR.

“There is a question of 
law that requires to be con-
sidered,” the bench said 
while posting the matter 
for hearing on November 
7.

Solicitor General Tush-
ar Mehta appearing for 
NCPCR contended that 
the Commission is not 
against the protection or-
der granted to the girl but 
asked can the court pass 
orders against the penal 
provisions.

The High Court in June 
in its order had cited the 
provisions of the Muslim 
Personal Law on marriage 
for ruling that a 16-year-
old Muslim girl was com-

petent to enter into a con-
tract of marriage with a 
person of her choice.

The NCPCR sought to 
ensure the proper imple-
mentation of statutory 
laws that are specifically 
in place to protect children 
below the age of 18 years.

The Commission high-
lighted the provisions of 
the Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act (PCMA) 
2006 and the Protection 
of Children from Sexual 
Offences Act (POCSO) 
to put forth its reasons 
for challenging the High 
Court ruling.

NCPCR order is violative 
of PCMA which, the peti-
tion said, is a secular law 
that is applicable to all.

It further said that the 

provisions of POCSO say 
no child under 18 years can 
give valid consent.

The High Court or-
der had come on a plea 
by a Pathankot-based 
Muslim couple that had 
approached the court 
seeking protection after 
allegedly being threatened 
by their families for mar-
rying without their per-
mission.

The girl and a 21-year-
old man had said that they 
got married as per Muslim 
rites and ceremonies.

The High Court had 
granted protection to the 
Muslim couple noting 
that the law is clear that 
the Muslim Personal Law 
governs the marriage of a 
Muslim girl. 

MUSLIM LAW

SC agrees to examine plea against order 
upholding marriage of 16-year-old girl
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

Rahul Gandhi with D.K. Shivakumar during the Karnataka leg of 
Bharath Jodo Yatra.
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Slamming Arvind Kejriwal for 
comparing his deputy Manish 
Sisodia and minister Satyen-
dar Jain with Bhagat Singh, a 
close relative of the freedom 
fighter, Harbhajan Singh Dha-
th, on Monday asked the Delhi 
Chief Minister to “fight his 
fights politically”.

Dhath also asked Kejriwal to 
refrain from “equating” crimi-
nals with freedom fighters 
and suggested that he “con-
centrate” on the “miserable” 
condition of Punjab, where the 
Aam Aadmi Party was voted 
to power earlier this year with 
a thumping majority. Kejriwal 

on Sunday had equated Siso-
dia who is facing a probe in the 
alleged excise policy case, and 
jailed minister Jain, with Bha-
gat Singh. “Jail bars and hang-
ing noose could not deter Bha-
gat Singh’s resolute intentions. 
This is the second fight for free-
dom. Manish and Satyendar 
are today’s Bhagat Singh. After 
75 years, the country got an 
education minister who gave 
good education to the poor and 
gave hope for a bright future,” 
he had tweeted.
  Speaking to ANI, the relative 
of the freedom fighter lambast-
ed the Delhi Chief Minister and 
asked “what political mileage 
did he want from it?”

PROTEST

“DO NOT EQUATE CRIMINALS WITH 
MARTYRS...” BHAGAT SINGH’S 
RELATIVE SLAMS KEJRIWAL 

Congress MP Francisco 
S a r d i n h a  o n  Mo n d ay 
claimed that the Congress is 
the “only party” which can 
defeat the BJP and hence 
Rahul Gandhi should now 
stop the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
and go to Himachal Pradesh 
and Gujarat to campaign for 
the Assembly polls.

“I want Rahul Gandhi to 
stop the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
and go to Himachal Pradesh 
and Gujarat to awaken the 
public so that they vote for 
the only party that can de-
feat BJP. 

The only party that can 
be an opposition to BJP is 
Congress,” said Congress 
MP Francisco Sardinha af-
ter casting his vote for the 
next president of Congress. 
The Election Commission 
on Friday declared that As-
sembly polls will be held in 
Hima-chal Pradesh on No-
vember 12 and the counting 
of votes will take place on 
December 8.

The 182-seat Gujarat As-
sembly will go to polls later 
this year.

Sardinha, who is also a 
former Chief Minister of 
Goa, made this claim after 
casting his vote and also al-
leged that there is no point 
in contesting when one 
knows that their defeat is 
confirmed.

“Shashi Tharoor is my 

colleague. If I had to meet 
I would have requested 
him for it because I knew 
everybody would be for 
Mallikarjun, so what is the 
point when you know that 
you are 100 per cent go-
ing to lose, you just want 
to show that you contest-
ed,” Sardinha said adding 
that he was sure of veteran 
leader Mallikarjun Kharge’s 
victory for the party’s presi-
dent post.

“Nothing new, there have 
been elections earlier, unop-
posed, Madam Sonia ji was 
the president, Rahul ji was 
the president and now there 
are elections and I am sure 
Mal-likarjjun ji will be the 
new president of the Con-
gress,” he said further.

The 3,500-km yatra from 
Kanniyakumari to Kashmir 
is observing a “rest day” 
on the day of voting for the 
next president.

In the race for the next 
president of Congress, par-
ty leaders Shashi Tharoor 
and Mal-likarjun Kharge 
are in direct contest with 
each other.

Thiruvananthapuram MP 
Shashi Tharoor, who is pit-
ted against party veteran 
Mal-likarjun Kharge for the 
post of the Congress presi-
dent on Monday, said the re-
vival of the party has begun 
whatever the outcome and 
that the fate of the Congress 
lies in the hands of the party 

workers.
Tharoor said he was confi-

dent of winning the election 
but acknowledged the odds 
against him.

Meanwhile, Kharge also 
told ANI: “It is part of our 
internal election. What-
ever we said to each other 
is on a friendly note. To-
gether we have to build 
the party. (Shashi) Tharoor 
telephoned me and wished 
me luck and I also said the 
same.”

It is not the first time 
that a non-Gandhi leader 
is contesting for the party 
presidency post-Indepen-
dence, as Jitendra Prasad 
contested for the post of the 
president about 22 years 
ago against Sonia Gandhi in  
w h i c h  s h e  e m e r g e d 
a s  a  w i n n e r  h o l d i n g  
the mantle of the party for 
20 years.

Sonia Gandhi is the par-
ty’s longest-serving presi-
dent, having held the office 
for over 20 years from 1998 
to 2017 and since 2019.

This time no member of 
the Gandhi family is con-
testing for the post of Presi-
dent.

This is the sixth time in its 
nearly 137-year history that 
polls are being conducted to 
elect the national president 
of the party. In the 2017 
elections, Rahul Gandhi 
became the party president 
unopposed.

STOP YATRA SUGGESTION

RAHUL SHOULD FOCUS ON POLL-BOUND 
STATES: CONGRESS MP SARDINHA
TDG NETWORK 
PANAJI

TOP OF THE DAY

IN PUNJAB, 353 
DRUG SMUGGLERS 
HELD IN A WEEK
SHIMLA: GCHANDIGARH: 
As part of the ongoing 
decisive war against drugs 
launched, Punjab Police 
have arrested 353 drug 
smugglers/suppliers 
after registering 271 FIRs, 
including 33 commercial, 
under the Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) act across 
the state in the last one 
week. Inspector General 
of Police (IGP) Headquar-
ters Sukhchain Singh 
Gill, while addressing his 
weekly press conference 
here on Monday said 
that the Police have also 
recovered 11.56Kg Heroin, 
13.51Kg opium, 900 grams 
Ganja, 8 quintals of poppy 
husk, and 88014 tablets/
capsules/injections/vials 
of Pharma opioids besides 
recovering Rs 20 lakh drug 
money after carrying out 
cordon and search opera-
tions in drug-affected ar-
eas beside laying nakas at 
vulnerable routes across 
the state. 

‘PUNJAB GOVT  
TO CONSIDER  
DEMANDS OF  
DIVYANGS’
CHANDIGARH: As part 
of the ongoing deci-
sive war against drugs 
launched, Punjab Police 
have arrested 353 drug 
smugglers/suppliers 
after registering 271 FIRs, 
including 33 commercial, 
under the Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) act across 
the state in the last one 
week. Inspector General 
of Police (IGP) Headquar-
ters Sukhchain Singh 
Gill, while addressing his 
weekly press conference 
here on Monday said 
that the Police have also 
recovered 11.56Kg Heroin, 
13.51Kg opium, 900 grams 
Ganja, 8 quintals of poppy 
husk, and 88014 tablets/
capsules/injections/vials 
of Pharma opioids besides 
recovering Rs 20 lakh drug 
money after carrying out 
cordon and search opera-
tions in drug-affected ar-
eas beside laying nakas at 
vulnerable routes across 
the state. 

COMMERCIAL 
URBAN ESTATE TO 
COME UP IN  
LUDHIANA
CHANDIGARH: As part 
of the ongoing deci-
sive war against drugs 
launched, Punjab Police 
have arrested 353 drug 
smugglers/suppliers 
after registering 271 FIRs, 
including 33 commercial, 
under the Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) act across 
the state in the last one 
week. Inspector General 
of Police (IGP) Headquar-
ters Sukhchain Singh 
Gill, while addressing his 
weekly press conference 
here on Monday said 
that the Police have also 
recovered 11.56Kg Heroin, 
13.51Kg opium, 900 grams 
Ganja, 8 quintals of poppy 
husk, and 88014 tablets/
capsules/injections/vials 
of Pharma opioids besides 
recovering Rs 20 lakh drug 
money after carrying out 
cordon and search opera-
tions in drug-affected ar-
eas beside laying nakas at 
vulnerable routes across 
the state. He said that with 
11 more Proclaimed Of-
fenders (POs)/Absconders 
in NDPS cases arrested 
this week.

The Election Department 
has made elaborate arrange-
ments for ensuring the effec-
tive implementation of Model 
Code of Conduct (MCC) 
guidelines and any violation 
would be strictly dealt with. 
Taking swift action in the 
matter of the defacement of 
public property and misuse 
of public space, total 30369 
hoardings, posters, banners 
and flags and wall writings 
have been removed in all the 
districts within 48 hours of 
announcement of elections, 
said Chief Electoral Officer 
(CEO) Maneesh Garg here on 
Monday.  

Giving the details, CEO said 
as many as 3439 in Chamba, 
4338 in Kangra, 498 in La-
haul-Spiti, 875 in Kullu, 3319 
in Mandi, 1693 in Hamirpur, 
6679 in Una, 698 in Bilas-
pur, 1302 in Solan, 3473 in 

Sirmaur, 3782 in Shimla and 
273 hoardings, post-ers, ban-
ners and flags and wall writ-
ings in Kinnaur district have 
been removed. Al-so, strict 
directions have been given 
to all departments regarding 
their websites not to have any 
photographs of political func-
tionaries and compliance is 
being en-sured. 126 websites 
of government departments/
boards/corporations etc have 
been checked and it has been 
ensured that they have been 
made compliant.

In compliance to the instruc-
tions issued by the Election 
Commission of India (ECI), 
the Election Department is 
taking swift, effective and 
stringent action for enforce-
ment of MCC during the 
first 72 hours of announce-
ment of election schedule, 
be-sides maintaining extra 
vigil and strict enforce-
ment of Standard Operating  
Proce-dures (SOPs).

IN HIMACHAL

MCC VIOLATIONS WILL BE 
STRICTLY DEALT WITH: CEO

Adampur bypolls are 
around the corner. The 
Adampur assembly byelec-
tion was necessitated after 
Bhavya’s father Kuldeep 
Bishnoi quit the Congress 
and joined hands with the 
BJP. A tough battle is on the 
cards in the hot seat Adam-
pur, as all parties namely the 
BJP, the Congress and the 
Aam Aadmi party are be-
lieved to be in a neck to neck 
fight. 
The Congress that has nom-
inated Jai Parkash as the 
party candidate, continues 
to witness the widened rift 
among its senior leaders Bh-
upendra Singh Hudda, the 
Leader of Opposition and 
Kiran Chaudhary ahead of 
bypolls which added to the 
party high command as 
well as the party contestant. 
Amid the tall claims of win-
ning the Adampur bypolls 
battle, the Congress does not 
seem united.  Kiran Chaud-
hary’s recent  comments 
clear indicate that all is not 
well in the party.She had tak-
en Bhupender Singh Hooda,  
indirectly stating that the 
party is being run one sided 
leadership in the state that is 
most likely to harm the party 
forthcoming Adampur by 
elections. One person is tak-
ing all key decisions in the 
state unit of the party with-
out consulting other senior 

leaders.  Further she said the 
Congress can win the Adam-
pur bypoll if the party stands 
united otherwise it will have 
to face consequences. Thus, 
it is evident from the ongoing 
scenario that the party is a 
divided house in state which 
has forced the party high 
command to bring the wid-
ened feud among its leaders 
to an end. 
Apart from aforesaid, two of 
party leaders Kumari Seleja 
and Randeep Surjewala are 
not in good terms with Hooda 
as Hooda factions have strong-
holds in the party . They also 
accuse him of taking one sided 
decisions. Everyone is famil-
iar with the fact that most of 
the party legislators are firmly 
standing with him. In continu-
ation to this , it is worth men-
tioning that rifts among the 
party leaders also led to delay in 
de-ciding the party contestant 
which brought criticism to the 
party. Contrary to this, the rul-
ing faction BJP and AAP had 
decided their contestants before 
the Congress. Pertaining to this , 
the other parties took a dig at the 
Congress saying that the Con-
gress is a divided house which 
resulted in delay in deciding the 
candidate.  
Although, the party leaders re-
fuse such allegations of infight-
ing among them  Even some of 
the party leaders are of the view 
that the party continues to own 
a casual approach towards the 
Adampur by elections.  

RIFT WIDE OPEN

CRACKS EMERGE IN CONGRESS 
AHEAD OF ADAMPUR BYPOLL

CAR VALUATION

AN ESTIMATED 8 MILLION USED 
CARS TO BE SOLD IN 2027
 

The IBB Report 2022 sug-
gests that the sales of used 
cars will exceed more than 
8 million units by FY2027. 
IndianBlueBook (IBB) is a 
credible used car valuation 
company that has been in the 
business for years. Their re-
ports regarding second-hand 
cars contain deep insight and 
useful information. Spinny, a 
crucial player in the second-
hand car market, shares its 
thoughts regarding the esti-
mation of used car sales by 
FY2027.

Here are a few observations 
that helped reach this esti-
mate: - Increasing Reliability

Due to the increasing reli-

ability of second-hand car 
dealers, the industry has 
gained a lot of customers 
over the years. It has become 
easier for buyers to browse 
used cars and make confi-
dent purchase de-cisions. 
The trust between the buy-
ing and selling parties has 
become stronger due to the 
dependable platforms in the 
market.

The big names of the pre-
owned car industry are car-
rying out excellent market-
ing campaigns to spread 
awareness about used car 
platforms. Spinny, one of the 
estab-lished players in the 
market, has mar-keted itself 
well and proven to be one of 
the best used car retail com-
panies in India. 
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In Himachal, both the BJP and the 
Congress are in the process of decid-
ing the election candidates. Election 
nominations are starting from to-
morrow and both the national parties 
have not been ready the final candi-
date list yet. At the same time, con-
gress is facing the voices of rebellion. 
People of Himachal sniff the in-house 
problem of the Himachal Congress 
on Social media. 

BJP and Congress want to win 
the election at any cost, but mutual 
schism will be-come a big hindrance. 
Congress who is already struggling 
desperately for Himachal to come to 
power, but the rebellions are mak-

ing Himachal Congress’s path full of 
hindrances. Former Congress MLA 
Subhash Mangalet from the Chaupal 
area of Shimla district made a di-
rect threat to State In-charge Rajeev 
Shukla on social media. 

Congress has almost finalised the 
ticket of party general secretary Ra-
jneesh Kimta from Shimla’s Chaupal 

assembly seat, but former MLA Sub-
hash Mangalet has been opposing. 
Congress in-charge Rajeev Shukla 
himself took over the command for 
Kimta and despite a lot of opposi-
tion, his name was also decided. Still, 
Subhash Mangalet is furious and he 
has also vented fierce anger on social 
media.  Subhash Mangalet directly 

targeted Rajeev Shukla on his social 
media account. He has written on his 
social media account not to worry. I 
am coming to contest elections. I am 
bringing the ticket of the people of 
Chaupal. I am going to the assembly 
in 2022. Satyameva Jayate. He has 
written that “Congress-BJP people 
are not hated, Rajiv Shukla Teri 
Khair Nahi.” Subhash Mangalet has 
been MLA from Chaupal seat for two 
times, he was also made the chair-
man of the State Marketing Board in 
the government of Virbhadra Singh.

Congress has played 10 guarantees 
to win the Himachal elections, but 
taking these guarantees to the public 
is a challenge for Congress, as there 
is division and fac-tionalism in the 
party organization. The leadership 

of the party in the state is divided into 
two factions.

Congress made a big change in 
the organizational setup in April 
2022 this year by making Pratibha 
Singh, wife of former Chief Minis-
ter Virbhadra Singh, and Lok Sa-
bha MP from Mandi, the President 
of the State Congress Committee. 
Senior leader Sukhwinder Singh 
Sukhu has been appointed as the 
chairman of the election campaign 
committee. Kuldeep Singh Rathod, 
MP Pratibha Singh, senior leaders 
Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu, Asha 
Kumari, Ramlal Thakur and Muke-
sh Agnihotri have their own fac-
tions. In such a situation, even if the 
election is won, the mutual split will 
put it on the verge of distrust from 

the very beginning. In the Himachal 
by-elections held last year, the Con-
gress defeated the ruling BJP 4-0. 
Due to this, the spirits of Congress 
leaders and workers are high, but 
due to the crushing defeat in 5 states, 
the morale of the Congressmen has 
also been dropped. In such a situa-
tion, Congress needs a popular face, 
who can take all the leaders along 
and can also garner public support.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, 
BJP won this seat by a margin of over 
4 lakh votes. Virbhadra Singh’s wife 
Pratibha Singh was elected MP from 
here in the by-election last year. The 
ruling BJP had to face the loss in the 
home district of Chief Minister Jai 
Ram Thakur, but this face is now 
sorely missed.

TARUNI GANDHI
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HIMACHAL ELECTIONS

Rebellion amid ruckus over tickets in Himachal Congress

CORE GROUP MEETING

Ahead of the upcom-
ing Assembly elec-
tions in Himachal 

Pradesh, the northern 
state’s BJP core group meet-
ing was held in the na-tion-
al capital on Monday.

The meeting was held at 
the Haryana Bhawan in 
Delhi today. Chief minister 
Jairam Thakur, BJP State 
President Suresh Kashyap, 
National vice president and 
election in-charge Saudan 
Singh, and Central Minister 
Anurag Thakur were pres-
ent for the meet-ing.

The meeting was also at-
tended by Former Chief 
Minister Pro Prem Kumar 
Dhumal, state incharge 
Avinash Rai Khanna, Co 
in-charge Sanjay Tandon, 
election co In-charge De-
vinder Singh Rana, former 
BJP President Dr Rajeev 
Bindal, Satpal Satti, Gener-
al secretary Trilok Kapoor, 
Rakesh Jamwal, Trilok Jam-
wal, State Organisation-al 
secretary Pavan Rana and 

Mahila morcha President 
Rashmi Dhar Sood.

Earlier on Saturday, 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah launched the party’s 
campaign song for the as-
sembly election ‘Himachal 
Ki Pukaar Phir BJP Sarkar’ 
at a public rally in Himach-
al Pradesh’s Sirmour.

This CEC meeting is ex-

pected to give a final list of 
the candidates for assembly 
elec-tions in the state, after 
the necessary consultation 
with the party’s senior lead-
ers.

The last date for filing the 
nomination for candidature 
in Himachal Pradesh as-
sembly polls is October 25. 
The elections will take place 

on November 12 for the next 
gov-ernment in the state.

The results of the Him-
achal Pradesh assembly 
elections will be declared 
on Decem-ber 8, the Elec-
tion Commission of India 
(ECI) announced on Friday.

The term of the Himachal 
House will end on Janu-
ary 8, 2023. The legislative 

assembly elections were 
last held on November 9, 
2017 in the region. In the 
68-member Himachal 
Pradesh Legislative Assem-
bly election, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) defeated 
the Congress Party and 
won 44 seats while Con-
gress se-cured only 21 seats 
in 2017.

BJP leaders attend meeting ahead 
of Himachal Assembly elections
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Himachal Pradesh CM Jai Ram Thakur, Union Minister Anurag Thakur, HP BJP president Suresh Kashyap and others attend Himachal 
Pradesh BJP core group meeting at Haryana Bhawan in New Delhi on Monday. 



6 nation the daily guardian review
tue sday |  18 october 2022
new delhi

ANDHERI EAST BYPOLL

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) on Mon-
day withdrew its 

candidate from the Andheri 
East by-election.

The move was made in sup-
port of the Uddhav Thacker-
ay faction’s candidate Rutuja 
Latke, as it withdrew its can-
didate Murji Patel from the 
seat. The announcement was 
made by Chandrashekhar 
Bawankule, the BJP Maha-
rashtra President, in Nagpur.

The Andheri East bye-elec-
tion is slated to take place on 
November 3, this year.

Addressing mediapersons 
here, he said, “The BJP coali-
tion has decided to not con-
test Mumbai’s Andheri East 

assembly by-election and our 
candidate Murji Patel will 
withdraw the nomination. 
It is a collective decision by 
both the central and the state 
leadership.”

The BJP leader further said 
that the party wants Rutuja 

Latke, the candidate from 
Uddhav’s Shiv Sena faction, 
to win the elections.

“We are taking back our 
candidate as we want Latke Ji 
to win the elections. The BJP 
will be contesting the seat in 
the 2024 elections,” he said.

“We were certain of our 
victory, but the BJP has 
been doing this in the state 
for a long time, and this is 
an example for people that 
even though we were win-
ning, we’ve taken back our 
nomination,” he added.

Rutuja Latke, the widow of 
the late Ramesh Latke, was 
pitted against the Shiv Sena 
camp led by Thackrey for the 
Andheri East bye-elections 
after the Bombay High Court 
on Thursday asked the Bri-
hanmumbai Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC) to accept the 
resignation of Rutuja Latke.

Moreover, when Rutuja 
Latke was asked about re-
ports of contact with the 
Shinde faction, she said, 
“My husband was loyal to 
Uddhav Ji and our family 

is loyal to him only. If I ever 
contest election, then it will 
be for the symbol of “Mar-
shal” only.”

Earlier, Maharashtra Na-
virman Sena (MNS) presi-
dent Raj Thackeray also 
requested Deputy Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
not to field a BJP candidate 
against Rutuja Latke in the 
upcoming Andheri East As-
sembly by-polls in respect to 
the late MLA Ramesh Latke.

In a letter to Fadnavis, the 
MNS chief said, “I am writ-
ing this letter with a special 
request. After the sudden 
death of MLA. Ramesh 
Latke, for Andheri East, the 
by-poll election has been an-
nounced. His widow, Rujuta 
Latke, has filed in for candi-
dature for the same.”
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BJP withdraws its candidate in support 
of Udddhav faction’s Rutuja Latke

Rutuja Latke

Ghulam Nabi Azad

DEmAND 

GHuLAm NABI AzAD 
vOucHES fOR RESTORATION 
Of J-K STATEHOOD

Ghulam Nabi Azad, Demo-
cratic Azad Party chairper-
son, on Sunday reiterated the 
demand for the restoration 
of statehood ahead of the as-
sembly elections scheduled 
next year.

Former Congress Rajya 
Sabha MP and Democratic 
Azad Party chairperson Gh-
ulam Nabi Azad addressed 
a public rally in Kathua and 
launched three main agendas 
of his outfit. “We have three 
main agendas, first to restore 
statehood, second to reserve 
the rights of purchasing lands 
for J&K people only, and third 
to reserve job rights only for 
local youth”, Azad said in a 
public rally. Adding that we 
will not step back until these 
agendas are fulfilled. Former 
Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad 
on Monday announced that 
his new political outfit will 
be named the ‘Democratic 
Azad Party’. The develop-
ment comes exactly a month 
after Azad resigned from the 
Congress party.

At a press conference here 
to announce the name of the 
new party, Azad stated that 
it will be secular, democratic, 
and independent of any influ-
ence.

Azad also unveiled the flag 
of the Democratic Azad Party. 
The flag has three colours-
mustard, white, and blue.

Earlier, Azad, in his first 
public meeting in Jammu 
after quitting Congress, an-
nounced the launch of his 
own political outfit that will 
focus on the restoration of full 
statehood.

Ghulam Nabi Azad resigned 
from Congress on August 26 
after serving for 52 years.

In his resignation letter to 
Sonia Gandhi, he targeted the 
party leadership, particularly 
Rahul Gandhi, over the way 
the party has been run in the 
past nearly nine years.

Azad claimed in the five-
page letter that the party is 
run by a coterie, with Sonia 
Gandhi serving as “a nomi-
nal head” and all major deci-
sions being made by “Rahul 
Gandhi or rather his security 
guards and PAs.”

He was earlier the Leader of 
Opposition in the Rajya Sab-
ha. Recounting his long as-
sociation with the Congress, 
Azad had said the situation in 
the party had reached a point 
of “no return.” While Azad 
took potshots at Sonia Gan-
dhi in the letter, his sharpest 
attack was on Rahul Gandhi, 
and he described the Wayand 
MP as a “non-serious individ-
ual” and “immature”.
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DEvELOPmENT

ED ATTAcHES 28 ASSETS 
wORTH RS 81 cR Of 
TRS LAwmAKER NAmA 
NAGESHwAR RAO

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has attached 28 immov-
able properties and other as-
sets worth Rs 80.65 crore 
belonging to TRS MP Nama 
Nageshwar Rao and his family 
members in an ongoing money 
laundering case against Ranchi 
Expressway Ltd, Madhucon 
Projects Limited and its di-
rector and promoters, a news 
agency said on Monday.

The ED has also attached the 
registered office of the Madhu-
con group of companies and a 
residential property at Jubilee 
Hills, Hyderabad. The proper-
ties were attached under the 
provisions of the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act, 
2022. Nama Nageshwar Rao 
is a promoter and director of 

the Madhucon group of com-
panies and a personal guaran-
tor of the bank loan defaulted 
by the company.

The ED has identified and 
attached immovable assets 
worth Rs 67.08 crore in Hy-
derabad, Khammam, and 
Prakasham districts, as well 
as movable assets worth Rs 
13.57 crore, including Nama 
Nageshwar Rao’s and his fam-
ily members’ shareholdings 
in Madhucon Projects Ltd, 
Madhucon Granites Limited, 
and other Madhucon group 
of companies, for a total of Rs 
80.65 crore.

Earlier in July this year, ED 
had also provisionally attached 
105 immovable properties and 
other assets worth Rs 73.74 
crore belonging to Madhu-
con Group of companies and 
its directors and promoters.
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AIADmK fuED

OPS sits on Dy Oppn Leader’s chair, EPS 
stays away from TN Assembly Session

O Pannerselvam (OPS) 
chastised rival faction leader 
Edappadi Palalniswai (EPS) 
on Monday for failing to at-
tend an assembly session that 
began on Monday.

The former Chief Minister, 
OPS, was seen participat-
ing in the proceedings of the 
House while seated in the 
chair of the AIADMK deputy 
floor leader. EPS was absent 
from the assembly session. 
As per sources, he “boycot-
ted” the Assembly session 
because rival faction leader 
OPP was made to sit as the 
Assembly Deputy Opposi-
tion Leader Chair, the sources 
said.

Addressing mediaper-
sons after the session, OPS 
said, “We are attending the 
assembly session today as 
AIADMK MLAs. You should 
ask the EPS faction why they 

did not attend the assembly 
session.”

On being asked about the 
existing feud in the party, 
OPS said that it is a danger-
ous situation that the by-
laws of the party are being 
changed.

“MGR created this party for 
the cadres and subsequently 
Amma lead the party. She ex-
ecuted a lot of social welfare 
schemes. She protected the 
bylaws created by MGR. Even 
after 100 years, the bylaws 
will be protected no matter 
what,” he said.

“People of Tamil Nadu are 
supporting us. MGR said that 
the cadres are the roots of the 
party. It is a dangerous situ-
ation that the party bylaws 
are being changed. This 
will cause pain to the soul of 
MGR,” he further said.

Earlier today, the Tamil 
Nadu Assembly passed a 
condolence resolution for the 
death of UK Queen Elizabeth, 

a former MLA and promi-
nent politician who passed 
away recently.

The assembly was post-
poned by Assembly Speaker 
M. Appavu after the condo-
lence resolution was passed.

Earlier on July 11, in the 
General Council meeting 
convened, EPS was elected 
as the interim General Sec-
retary of the party. Before the 
meeting, supporters of both 
rival factions clashed outside 
the party headquarters. Fol-
lowing the violent clash, the 
headquarters were seized 
by the Revenue Divisional 
Officer.

The August 17 judgement 
by a single bench of Justice G 
Jayachandran had nullified 
the July 11 meeting and or-
dered the status quo, as prior 
to July 11. The EPS camp then 
challenged the single bench 
judgement to a division bench 
of the Madras High Court, 
which ruled in favour of EPS.
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DIScuSSION

ARTIcLE 370

cm DHAmI mEETS INDIAN 
ENvOYS TO 7 cOuNTRIES 
IN DEHRADuN

‘THIS wILL NEvER STOP uNTIL 
JuSTIcE IS SERvED,’ fAROOq 
ABDuLLAH ON TARGETED 
KILLINGS IN J-K

Chief Minister Pushkar Singh 
Dhami met with seven ambas-
sadors of India posted in dif-
ferent nations on Monday at 
his residence. Various topics 
were discussed between the 
Chief Minister and the ambas-
sadors on this occasion, said 
an official statement.

“Cooperation of ambas-
sadors would be taken to 
promote ‘One District Two 
Products’ of the state in dif-
ferent countries. More efforts 
are needed to make people 
aware of the local products 
of Uttarakhand in different 
countries,” CM Dhami said. 
“Uttarakhand has many pos-
sibilities in the field of tour-

ism, industry and horticul-
ture. The state government is 
making continuous efforts to 
promote them,” he said.

The Chief Minister asked 
all the ambassadors to in-
form the officials of the 
Uttarakhand government 
about the best practices of 
the countries in which they 
are working. The Chief Min-
ister directed the government 
officials to make a complete 
documentation of the sugges-
tions received in the meetings 
with ambassadors on various 
subjects today and tomorrow. 
He further gave instructions 
to the officers to make an ac-
tion plan by implementing 
these suggestions to make 
Uttarakhand one of the best 
states in the country.

National Conference leader 
Farooq Abdullah on Mon-
day alleged that incidents of 
targeted killings by terror-
ists in Jammu and Kashmir 
are not going to stop “until 
justice is served.”

“This will never stop un-
til justice is served. Earlier 
they said such killings were 
happening due to Article 
370, but it’s abrogated now, 
so why haven’t such killings 
stopped? Who’s respon-
sible?” the National Con-
ference’s Farooq Abdullah 
said. Meanwhile, an all-
party meeting is being held 
at the residence of Abdullah 
in Jammu on the electoral 
roll revision, ahead of the 
assembly elections likely to 
be held next year.

Earlier on Saturday, 
Puran Krishan Bhat, a 
Kashmiri Pandit,  suc-
cumbed to his injuries after 
militants opened fire at him 
while he was on his way to 
an orchard in Shopian.

Bhat was rushed to the 
hospital where he was de-
clared dead.

Ravinder Raina, chief of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in Jammu and Kash-
mir, condemned the killing 
of a Kashmiri Pandit by ter-
rorists and said the perpe-
trators would be turned to 
dust.

The Jammu and Kashmir 
BJP chief Ravinder Raina 
told the press, “All the con-
spiracies of Pakistan and 
terrorists will be made un-

successful. Those who con-
spired to target a Kashmiri 
Pandit will have to bear the 
brunt. The army and police 
have put up check nakas, 
and the conspiring terror-
ists will be turned to dust.”

According to Jammu 
and Kashmir Police, the 
terrorist group Kashmir 
Freedom Fighters claimed 
responsibility for the death 
of a Kashmiri Pandit in the 
Shopian district.

Deputy Inspector General 
(DIG) Sujit Kumar said, “A 
Kashmiri Pandit, Puran Ji 
has been murdered. We are 
working on the case. KFF 
(Kashmir-freedom-fighters) 
has claimed responsibil-
ity for it. We won’t say any-
thing for sure about it, yet. 
A guard was present here.”

As per the eyewitnesses, 
only one person had tar-
geted him and was in front 
of him.

“In the initial investiga-
tion, eyewitnesses say that 
there was only one person 
who had targetted him and 
was in front of him. Nobody 
has spotted anyone else who 
might be hiding. Things will 
be clear, give us some time,” 
said Kumar.

DIG Kumar further said, 
“We are ascertaining the 
reason. He had gone out 
on his scooter and had re-
turned on it. He wasn’t 
alone, they were two people. 
If the incident occurred in 
the presence of the guard 
who was deployed here, ac-
tion will cover not only him 
but all concerned officers in 
the area.”
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ALLEGED

LOvE JIHAD AGAIN IN 
mP: mAN ARRESTED fOR 
ALLEGEDLY RAPING wOmAN 
A love jihad case surfaced 
in Madhya Pradesh after 
police on Sunday registered 
a case against a person who 
disguised himself as a Hindu 
and allegedly raped a woman.

Mohammad Akram, im-
personating his identity as 
Amar Kushwaha, allegedly 
raped the woman after de-
veloping friendship with 
her. “The complainant girl 
told us that she had been 
talking to a young man on call 
for a month, who introduced 
himself as Amar Kushwaha, 
who took her to the hotel to-
day and raped her,” Madhya 
Pradesh Nagar Police Station 
In-charge Sudhir Arjariya 

said. “Later he revealed him-
self as Mohammad Akram 
and also pressurised her to 
change religion for marriage”, 
he added.

While describing the case, 
prima facie of love jihad, 
Sudhir Arjariya told ANI 
that on the basis of the com-
plaint of the victim, the police 
have lodged a case under the 
Madhya Pradesh Freedom of 
Religion Act 2020 and differ-
ent sections of the IPC against 
the accused.

After the matter came to 
the fore, extremist outfits ex-
pressed their outrage. The ac-
tivists of the Sanskriti Bachao 
Manch reached the police 
station and demanded the 
strictest action in the matter.

“The incidents of love jihad 

should be stopped”, Sanskriti 
Bachao Manch told the press. 
Adding that we will not toler-
ate ‘Love Jihad’.

Earlier, in February 2021, a 
Muslim youth was arrested 
in Indore, Madhya Pradesh 
under relevant sections of 
the Madhya Pradesh Free-
dom of Religion Ordinance, 
2020—commonly called 
the ‘love-jihad’ law, which 
prohibits and provides for 
punishment for conversion 
by “misrepresentation, undue 
influence, coercion, marriage 
or any fraudulent means”.

Notably, in the former case, 
an FIR has been registered on 
the basis of a complaint and 
a police investigation is un-
derway to nab Mohammad 
Akram.
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cARcASS Of wILD ELEPHANT fOuND IN PADDY fIELD IN ASSAm

Forest officials in Assam 
found the carcass of a wild 
elephant in a paddy field in 
the state’s Nagaon district on 
Monday.

According to the forest of-
ficials, the dead elephant, 

aged about 7 years old, was 
found at Kiling village near 
the Jakhalabandh area this 
morning. Primarily, infight-
ing is suspected to be the cause 
of death. Nepal Mandal, For-
est Range Officer said the wild 
tusker might have died after 
fighting with other elephants.

The local villagers and forest 

staff informed us that a wild 
elephant died in the area, and 
we immediately reached the 
spot and found the carcass 
of the tusker. Local villagers 
told us that a herd of elephants 
came to the area last night. 
The elephant was not healthy 
and its treatment was going 
on,” the officer said.

“We suspect the ill elephant 
died following a fight with 
other elephants, but the ex-
act cause of death is yet to be 
ascertained,” the forest official 
said.

Last week too, there were 
reported deaths of elephants 
in the state.

First, an adult wild elephant 

died after being electrocuted 
when it came in contact with 
a live wire in the Sanfan forest 
range of Gossaigaon town in 
Kokrajhar district.

Also, a female elephant and 
her calf were killed after being 
hit by a Rajdhani Express train 
near Kharikatia railway sta-
tion in Assam’s Jorhat district.

top of the day

BOAT AccIDENT 
KILLS 1 IN 
ASSAm 
NALBARi: one person 
died while three others 
were injured following 
a boat accident in the 
Brahmaputra river in 
Assam’s Nalbari dis-
trict on Sunday evening. 
The deceased was 
identified as Aijul 
Hoque. The injured 
persons were identi-
fied as Moqibul islam, 
Taizuddin Ahmed and 
Farman Ali. According 
to locals, a country-
made boat carrying 
at least 12 people 
on its way from the 
Goroimari area in the 
Kamrup district to the 
Kurihamari area in the 
Nalbari district and 
another boat com-
ing from the opposite 
direction collided. 
Following the incident, 
locals rescued the pas-
sengers of the boats.

cOuRT GRANTS 
BAIL TO 61 IN 
vIzAG AIRPORT 
vIOLENcE
ViSAKHAPATNAM: 61 
of the70 Jana Sena 
Party (JSP) support-
ers booked by the 
Andhra Pradesh police 
were granted bail by 
the district court of 
Vishakhapatnam on 
Monday. 
Nine people were also 
sent to judicial remand. 
The development came 
days after the police 
barred JSP chief and 
actor Pawan Kalyan 
from holding meet-
ings or rallies in the 
city here. The bail was 
granted on the condi-
tion of signing a surety 
bond of Rs 10,000, 
while the remaining 
nine have been sent to 
the judicial remand till 
october 28.. The court 
has also removed sec-
tion 307 of the indian 
Penal code (iPc) and 
invoked section 326 
against these nine 
people, who have 
been shifted to the 
Visakhapatnam central 
jail

J-K: mAN 
ARRESTED fOR 
POSSESSION Of 
ARmSKuPwARA
KUPwARA: A man was 
arrested for possession 
of arms and ammuni-
tion, said officials on 
Monday. 
The arrest was made 
in the Karnah area of 
the Kupwara region 
in a joint operation by 
Kupwara Police and 
the indian Army. The 
accused has been 
identified as Mohd 
Shafi Sheikh. 
Acting on specific 
information, a police 
team led by in-charge 
PP Taad ASi Muneer 
Ahmad along with 
local Army unit 3/8 GR 
conducted a search 
of the house of one 
Mohd Shafi Sheikh, 
informed the Kupwara 
Police. The police 
recovered 1 pistol, 2 
pistol magazines, 11 
pistol rounds and 2 
live grenades during 
the search. The ac-
cused was taken into 
custody by the police.

“case under relevant 
law provisions has 
been registered 
against Mohd Shafi 
Sheikh and investiga-
tions were taken up,” 
said the police.
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I was summoned by the 
teacher of my son in 
Class XII at Modern 

school as it had confiscated 
the mobile phone that he had 
carried to school. I sat at the 
waiting room for close to two 
hours (the teacher was actu-
ally busy at a meeting with 
other teachers) and made to 
sign an undertaking saying 
that my son would not carry 
mobile to school and, if was 
found with one, the instru-
ment would be confiscated 
and not returned.

As a liberal parent, I did 
not find an issue with him 
carrying a mobile since at 
many times it comes as a 
rescue when we have to 
pass on messages to him or 
make an urgent call. I could 
have made arguments but 
I realised that I must abide 
by the school discipline. 
Mobiles actually lead to dis-
tractions in classrooms. Also 
when we join some institu-
tions, we agree to abide by 
the rules and regulations. 

This was the simple logic.
Without getting into the 

merits of the decision taken 
by Justice Hemant Gupta 
and Justice Sudhanshu Dhu-
lia, and the arguments on 
which they based their deci-
sions, I want to approach the 
issue as a common man who 
tries to make sense of the en-
tire controversy. Both Justice 
Gupta and Dhulia have given 
compelling arguments rep-
resenting the two sides of a 
coin and the Supreme Court 
of India is well equipped to 
take a final call on this. The 
entire country would await 
that since it would decide 
which way the country 
would move.

School uniform is an in-
tegral part of school disci-
pline. Why teachers scold 
you when you wear dirty 
shoes or unkempt hair or un-
washed clothes? It is not our 
scolding but the fear of the 
school teacher that has often 
forced my son to go to the 
barbers and have a decent 
hair-cut. School is the place 
where we develop bonhomie 
with other students, learn 
discipline and receive the 
message of oneness of being 
an Indian first.

What happens if we all in-
teract by wearing our badges 
of differences? Our separate 
identities would prevail over 
oneness- the least common 
factor. We would learn to 
tolerate the issues that divide 

but not appreciate the issues 
that unite. Assertion of such 
individual identities would 
create problems of assimila-
tion and provide opportuni-
ties for conflict. When these 
students come out of their 
classes, the divide would get 
further accentuated since 
those flashes of brilliance 
that called for bonhomie 
would be missing. A Muslim 
would be a Muslim first and 
a Hindu would be a Hindu 
first. The search for national 
identity would get lost in fac-
tors of conflict.

But this is exactly what 
Islamists want. The PFI 
and its student wing the 
Campus Front of India have 
been working hard to train 
its cadre that would demon-
strate on issues considered 
Islamic and that would in-
tend to polarise the commu-
nity. The theory of Hindus 
and Muslins being two na-
tions got compromised due 
to the process of secularisa-
tion. It is reasserting at a time 
when waves of liberalism is 
blowing across the country. 
Muslims should not look like 
Hindus (they come from the 
same cultural stock) and 
they should not have Hindu 
cultural practices (Muslim 
women in places like Bihar 
wear vermillion on their 
forehead and wear saris) 
and for these two to happen 
the identity issues must be 
reinforced. Muslims in dan-
ger or Islam in danger makes 
a deadly narrative to polar-
ise even the liberal section 
among Muslims.

Nonetheless, the contro-
versy itself is interesting and 
sounds ironical when juxta-
posed against the massive 
protest happening in Iran 
on the rights of women not 
to wear hijab and the entire 
world coming in support of 

this. And Iran is an Islamic 
country.

India is sitting on a cusp of 
identity explosion if the issue 
is not handled in a sensitive 
way. There is likely to be a 
massive reaction or ideologi-
cal backlash from the other 
side if the hijab controversy 
is not understood in the right 
context. It is ironical to find 
scores of legal luminaries, 
who claim themselves to be 
liberal, fighting for the hi-
jab. It is satisfying to watch 
Muslim panellists on Indian 
television news channels de-
bating pro and against hijab 
in educational institutions. 
This means that there is divi-
sion within the community 
on this and none can claim 
monopoly.

What happens if tomor-
row Hindus start asserting 
their identity symbols in 
such educational institu-
tions? It would be amusing 
to find out saffron clad stu-
dents dotting tilak on their 
foreheads or other symbols 
while coming to schools. 
Every state has its own cul-
tural dress. What happens 
if students start wearing 
their state’s cultural attires? 
School would become a 
place for fancy dress com-
petition and none can be 
stopped since they would 
be exercising their choices 
as per the constitution. Why 
bother to wear school uni-
form then?

And when it comes to 
choices, we would look hyp-
ocrite if we do not question 
why an adult who can elect 
a Government at the age of 
18 years by exercising his 
vote, cannot drink alcohol at 
the same age? Why should 
Indian states have different 
age for allowing adults to 
drink? It is 18 years in Goa, 
Himachal Pradesh, Karna-

taka, Sikkim and Puduch-
erry where as in many other 
States including Delhi it is 21 
years. And there was no rea-
son why till recently males 
and females in our country 
had different legal ages for 
marriage in an era where 
we talk of equality (the Modi 
Government raised the age 
of marriage recently to bring 
it at par with male).

Accepting the pro-hijab ar-
gument would mean a death 
knell to liberty of millions of 
Muslim women who feel the 
fresh wave of liberal air by 
not covering their faces and 
face the world boldly with-
out revealing their religious 
identity. What is more secu-
lar? Interacting after assert-
ing an intense religious iden-
tity? Or, interacting without 
using religious symbols? 
Tomorrow these girls or 
women would be asked to 
follow the example of those 
wearing hijab. This would be 
nothing but reinforcement 
of fundamentalism by the 
liberal society. One question 
that many people are ask-
ing is why has controversy 
surfaced now. Millions of 
girl students from rural ar-
eas attend schools and col-
leges and without facing 
any difficulty. People in the 
villages and the social fabric 
guarantee their safety. Some 
undesirable incidents may 
happen but these are far few 
in comparison to those that 
happen in so called civilised 
societies. And there is no 
statistics to prove that after 
wearing hijab or burqa, a girl 
becomes more safe. If hijab is 
the solution to women safe-
ty, the State can save a lot by 
making it mandatory for all. 
And there is no statistics to 
prove that only Muslim girls 
are unsafe and have to work 
at home and hence they be 

allowed to wear hijab.
But this would also be an 

admission on the part of 
the State that is has failed 
to provide safety and secu-
rity to its citizens. The chal-
lenges to law and order due 
to breakdown of societal 
values cannot be compen-
sated through hijab. If gaze 
of men is the issue, these 
men found to be guilty of 
giving such gaze should be 
compulsorily asked to wear 
hijab. Why should women 
suffer for fault of men?

Imagine what would hap-
pen if teachers in schools or 
colleges are looking at these 
hijab wearing women to find 
out if they have understood 
a concept or not. Facial ex-
pression is important in 
such education. The simple 
logic is if you can look at my 
face I should be able to look 
at your face. Otherwise a hi-
jab wearing teacher should 
teach and it would be really 
funny to find out a such a 
teacher teaching hijab wear-
ing girls.

Modern technology has 
come as a rescue to resolve 
this dilemma. Why go to 
school at all? Have a Class 
where teaching is done by 
computer: male voice for 
male student and female 
voice for female students. 
Why create problems for 
others when you can have 
the best of education at 
home?

No social, cultural or such 
spurious arguments should 
vitiate the atmosphere at 
schools and colleges. We 
will need to think of such ex-
tremities to find a solution to 
such a controversy. Regres-
sive thoughts must give ways 
to liberal and progressive 
ways of life. And the only 
maxim that guides us all is 
You always Have a Choice.

Hijab row: Are we ready 
for consequences?
Accepting the pro-hijab argument would mean a death knell to the liberty of millions 
of Muslim women who feel the fresh wave of liberal air by not covering their faces.

LAYERS OF SCAMS

SENSITIVE ISSUE

China’s Communist Party started its 20th Nation-
al Congress in Beijing by showcasing Xi Jinping’s 
achievements in the last five years. A film screened 
at the inauguration showed the 2020 Galwan valley 
clash, which killed 20 Indian soldiers, as one of Xi’s 
achievements. The inauguration was also attended 
by Qi Fabao, a PLA officer who was injured in the 
clash and whose presence at the Winter Olympics 
torch rally resulted in India not participating in the 
Games held in Beijing earlier this year. Thus, a clear 
message was sent to India that China would contin-
ue to highlight the Galwan clash as an achievement 
against the enemy—India—to boost the morale of 
its soldiers. This is in keeping with Xi Jinping’s ear-
lier speeches to the PLA, where he spoke of enemies 
at the border would be taught a lesson. Xi may not 
have spoken of India in his two-hour-long speech 
on Sunday, but the underlying message was there 
for all to comprehend, and should serve as a wake-
up call for those in India who believe that it’s Tai-
wan that is at immediate risk of being invaded by its 
predatory neighbour, and not India. The fact is, the 
US is behind Taiwan, and China may not be look-
ing forward to a clash with the American forces, 
apart from the fact that any action against Taiwan 
may invite US sanctions. In such a situation, India 
becomes the obvious target. The worry is that India 
may have to pay a high price for its so-called neu-
trality, which appears to be more Russia friendly 
than being actually neutral. India will not only 
have to fight its own war but also may not get any 
help from the US in terms of imposing sanctions 
on China when a conflict takes place. No wonder 
China wants to ensure that India-US relations do 
not achieve the great heights these can if they join 
hands as the world’s two most influential democ-
racies. This should also explain the whole ecosys-
tem that has grown in the West where the Chinese 
communists have joined hands with the Islamists 
in spinning a narrative of fascism in India, trying 
to paint this country as a rights violator, which is 
committing a genocide of its minority population. 
An aside: this attempt became blatantly obvious 
during Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s 
recent visit to the US, when a full-page advertise-
ment was taken out by unknown organisations in 
the most prestigious business newspaper there, 
asking investors not to invest in India and urging 
the US government to put the Indian minister and 
10 others under the Global Magnitsky Act, which 
sanctions foreign government officials for human 
rights abuse.

The fundamental problem of India-China rela-
tions is that the latter is convinced that the former 
will have to be shown its place, kept in turmoil to 
manage the neighbourhood and to establish its own 
hegemony in Asia. As experts say, the 1962 war was 
not so much about the border dispute between the 
two countries, but about showing India, rather, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, “a world figure”, his place. In 
the 21st century, China has a problem with India’s 
rise and the border dispute becomes an excuse to 
try and cut India down to size, one of the reasons 
it keeps the issue alive till date. But sooner or later 
there is bound to be conflict when China overreach-
es—and China will overreach, while crying victim. 
Ironically, just like the Chinese, the Indian foreign 
policy and security establishment too knows that 
a conflict is inevitable—it is a question of when and 
not if. Or at least many of them do. It is just that 
the Chinese want to lull them into complacency 
by saying that it is possible to normalize relations 
by keeping the border issue on the back burner. 
That is why India’s current stand that without the 
resolution of the border issue there cannot be any 
movement forward towards the normalization of 
relations is causing so much unhappiness in China. 
But how can there be normalization when China’s 
infrastructure building along the LAC picks up 
pace, proving that its intentions are wrong?

There is no doubt that India is doing a far better 
job than the West in standing up to China. Half the 
countries in the West are still struggling to get rid 
of TikTok and Huawei, or not even trying, as in the 
case of TikTok in the US. India has got rid of both 
and is trying to reduce its dependency on Chinese 
telecom products. But we still have a long way to 
go before we can decouple from China. Amid this 
it is important to call out China internationally 
for what it is—a totalitarian state and a genocidal 
power. Hence, India’s abstention from voting at the 
UN human rights council on China committing 
genocide of the Uyghurs was so disappointing. As 
the largest democracy of the world, India needs to 
make exception to its rule of not taking any stand 
against any country at the UN.

As for the party congress, it once again reminded 
us that India-China relations are anything but nor-
mal. India has to stay vigilant, for a lot will depend 
on how badly hamstrung Xi gets because of the 
economic turmoil in China. He just might feel the 
need to launch a military offensive in the hope of a 
quick victory to justify his continuance in power. 
China’s 20th party congress is a portent of danger-
ous times to come.

Joyeeta Basu

perspective
DANGEROUS TIMES

INdIA wILL hAVE  
TO STAY VIgILANT 
ON ChINA

It is a stage that Mamata 
Banerjee thrives on: a huge 
spectacle, masses of people, 
song and dance, lights and 
colour in a unique combi-
nation that only the Durga 
pujas can bring to the City 
of Joy. And its grand finale 
is the Carnival which is or-
ganised each year in the city 
since 2016. This year’s carni-
val was special in more ways 
than one. It was the first after 
the Covid-induced hiatus of 
the last two years. It was also 
the first Carnival after Ben-
gal’s biggest celebration got a 
heritage tag from the United 
Nations Educational, Scientif-
ic and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) which recognized 
“Durga Puja in Kolkata” and 
put it on the “Representative 
List of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity”. To 
commemorate the UNESCO’s 

recognition, the West Bengal 
Government drew up plans to 
hold mini-carnivals in each 
district headquarter in the 
State. Another subliminal 
message that it sought to 
send out was this was the 
first Carnival after the Trin-
amool Congress vanquished 
its challenger, the BJP, in the 
2021 Assembly elections. That 
was an election during which 
the BJP’s big guns famously 
declared during campaigning 
that the “Mamata government 
did not allow Durga Pujas to 
be organised in the state”. It 
was seen as a fitting reply to 
such detractors.

Trinamool Congress sup-
porters could not be faulted 
if they saw their electoral vic-
tory in terms of “Mahishasura 
Mardhini” which literally 
means one who killed the 
Asura Mahishasura and re-
fers to Goddess Durga.  And 
no prize for guessing who this 
Durga that they worship was.

It was a stage tailor-made for 
Mamata Banerjee to send out 
some very well-targeted mes-
sages. The main aim was to 
send out an “all is well” mes-
sage to her party workers at 
a time when conversations 
at tea stalls, buses and trains 
across the state all revolve 

around the multiple scams 
that have been unearthed.

Mamata’s self-styled second-
in-command in the party and 
cabinet Partha Chattopadhy-
ay is in jail for the past two 
months for his alleged role 
in selling teaching and non-
teaching jobs that his educa-
tion department was in charge 
of filling up. His many accom-
plices, including a starlet, 
are in custody and images of 
hillocks of cash and jewellery 
recovered from the starlet’s 
apartments are being seen as 
proceeds of crime the likes of 
which the state or perhaps the 
nation has never seen earlier.

The exuberance that the 
Carnival sought to portray 
was all around: the Kolkata 
Police’s bike squad performed 
stunts dressed as Durga and 
her children. Ninety-five of 
the city’s best Puja idols rolled 
down Red Road on decorat-
ed trailers accompanied by 
their organising committee 
members dressed up in tra-
ditional designer-wear and 
amid specially curated song 
and dance numbers. The only 
one missing from all the ac-
tion was the one which was 
famously identified with Par-
tha Chattopadhyay and like 
him, was consciously con-

signed to oblivion this year 
by the organisers.

As the floats carrying the 
idols passed by, performers 
did their routines in front of 
a stage done up to resemble a 
jamindar’s mansion. The fo-
cus, by design, was squarely 
on Mamata. Mamata tried to 
play her part conscientiously. 
She joined a group of San-
thal dancers as a tribal song 
played. She played the Dhak, 
the drum whose sound her-
alds the autumn festival and 
also swung dandiya sticks 
with gusto.

But veteran Mamata and 
TMC watchers could see 
that her heart was not in it. 
She was going through the 
motions carefully, standing, 
applauding and smiling. But 
the smile was forced. The fa-
cial muscles twitched into a 
smile, but the eyes did not 
mirror the same. Her old-
time lieutenants Sudip Ban-
dyopadhyay and Assembly 
Speaker Biman Banerjee’s 
glum expressions did noth-
ing to dispel the widely-held 
impression that the Pujas 
was a mere stop-gap before 
the Central law enforcement 
agencies upped the ante on 
corruption in the state.

The Education Department 

scams unearthed by law en-
forcement agencies under 
the eagle-eyed scrutiny of 
the judiciary, the unbeliev-
able accumulation of wealth 
by a Class-8 pass-out and fish-
seller who was the district 
president of the Trinamool, 
and rumours of many more 
scams waiting to be revealed 
are worries that bedevil Ma-
mata. “Who next?” is a ques-
tion that is increasingly gain-
ing ground these days.

The BJP, with its troika of 
State leaders, President Su-
kanta Majumdar, his prede-
cessor Dilip Ghosh and new 
entrant from the Trinamool 
Suvendu Adhikari are doing 
all they can to declare that in 
a matter of a few months, 
most of Mamata’s Cabinet col-
leagues would be in jail. Even 
Mamata, who was carefully 
branded as “Satata-r prateek” 
(the epitome of honesty), will 
go to jail, assert BJP leaders.

Reports of widespread cor-
ruption are not the only wor-
ries facing Mamata Banerjee. 
Her party, say observers, is 
now a divided house with 
factions that eye each other 
with suspicion. Her nephew 
and heir apparent Abhishek 
Banerjee is apparently trying 
to bring forth a “new and im-

proved” Trinamool with his 
own band of chosen leaders, 
thereby implying that Mama-
ta’s old associates are tainted 
and need to be discarded. Ob-
servers say this faction would 
be even happier than the BJP 
if more leaders loyal to Ma-
mata are exposed as corrupt. 
Rumours of a Shinde-like op-
eration that toppled Uddhav 
Thackeray in Maharashtra 
are being flogged by gleeful 
BJP leaders as being “immi-
nent”. The big question is who 
can become the Trinamool’s 
Eknath Shinde.

The stagnating economy 
is another big worry for 
Mamata. The Centre has 
also put its brakes on giving 
funds to the state amid alle-
gations of fund diversion. 

The judiciary, under whose 
dogged supervision layers of 
scams are being unravelled 
every day, is leaving the Trin-
amool squirming. Judges are 
being seen as the saviours 
by thousands of deserving 
youth whose jobs were alleg-
edly sold by the Trinamool 
leaders. Their stated resolve 
to punish wrong-doers is 
sending shivers down many 
spines.
The author is a Kolkata-based 
senior journalist.

Grand puja festivities fail to lift Mamata’s spirits

opinion
SudeSh Verma
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The Chhattisgarh High 
Court in the case Smt. Mee-
na Sidar v State of Chhat-
tisgarh & Ors observed and 
has denied compassionate 
employment to a deceased 
employee’s married daugh-
ter, wherein stating that she 
wo no more ‘dependant’ on 
her father’s income.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Narendra Kumar 
Vyas observed that the 
petitioner-daughter was 
married before the death of 
her father and it cannot be 
said that she was dependent 
upon his earning.

It was observed that the 
bench heavily relied on 
Supreme Court’s recent 
decision in the case State 
of Maharashtra & Anr. v. 
Madhuri Maruti Vidhate, 
wherein the court held that 
married daughter cannot 
be said to be dependent on 
her deceased mother and 
therefore, is not eligible for 

compassionate appoint-
ment. It had also been cited 
by the Supreme Court that 
delay in seeking the relief. It 
stated that, she shall not be 
entitled for an appointment 
on the ground that after a 
number of years from the 
death of the deceased em-
ployee.

At the outset, it was found 
by the High Court that 
the Petitioner had raised 
a claim for compassionate 
employment with a delay of 
about 13 years.

The court observed that 
the facts reflected from the 
record that the petitioner 
is married before death of 
her father, as such, she can-
not be dependent on earn-
ing of her father and had 
coupled with the fact that 
the present application has 
been filled by her for grant 
of compassionate appoint-
ment after 12 years of death 
of her father. Thus, these 
grounds clearly dis-entitle 
the petitioner to get com-

passionate appointment.
Further, the court ex-

plained that the very object 
of providing compassion-
ate appointment is to ame-
liorate the condition of the 
family at the relevant of 
time. If the family survives 
for such a long period (13 
years), then it has no such 
legal right to get compas-
sionate appointment after 
lapse of several years.

In the present case, the 
petitioner, the married 
daughter Meena Sidar of 
the deceased had made a 
representation before the 
Secretary, Energy and Pow-
er Department (Respondent 
1) seeking grant of compas-
sionate appointment which 
was rejected on the ground 
by the respondents that an 
application for the same is 
to be made within one year 
of the death of deceased per-
son. As the petitioner was 
way beyond the limitation 
period, the respondent no 1 
rejected her application.

Chhattisgarh high Court

Married daughter Not 
depeNdaNt oN deCeased Father 
CaN’t ClaiM CoMpassioNate 
appoiNtMeNt
TDG NeTwork

allahabad high Court

The Allahabad High Court 
in the case Amarjeet v. State 
Of U.P. Thru. Addl. Chief 
Secy. /Prin. Secy. Home, 
Lko. Lko. And 4 Others 
observed and has granted 
pre-arrest bail to a Rape ac-
cused till the completion of 
the investigation or till the 
filing of the police report/
charge sheet.

The bench comprising 
of Justice Rajesh Singh 
Chauhan observed and has 
granted relief to the accused 
as it noted that both, the 
victim and accused have 
married each other and are 
living happily as husband 
and wife.

The court observed and 
has remarked that without 
entering into merits of the 

issue, considering the argu-
ments of learned counsel 
for the parties, the material 
available on record, the alle-
gations and contents of the 
F.I.R., the undisputed fact 
by the parties that the ap-
plicant and the prosecutrix 
got married and are living 
happily together, therefore, 
the investigation is going on 
and the undertaking of the 
present applicant that he 
shall co-operate with the in-
vestigation and shall never 
misuse the liberty of antici-
patory bail, the court find it 
appropriate that liberty of 
the present application may 
be protected till completion 
of the investigation or till 
filing of the police report or 
the charge-sheet under Sec-
tion 173 (2) Cr.P.C.

In the present case, the 

FIR was lodged by the 
mother of the victim on 
the allegations that the Ac-
cused (Amarjeet) enticed 
away her minor daughter 
and raped her. Thus, the 
accused was booked under 
Sections 363 & 366 I.P.C., 
however during the inves-
tigation, Section 376 I.P.C. 
and Sections 7 and Section 
8 of the POCSO Act were 
added.

However, the accused 
moved the instant pre-
arrest bail plea by submit-
ting that he was in love 
with the prosecutrix and 
both of them got married 
on August 2, 2022, and on 
that day and she was above 
18 years of age, thus, at the 
time of lodging F.I.R. she 
was about 17 years of age, 11 
months and 07 days.

Further, it was submit-
ted by her hat both of them 
are living together and 
the prosecutrix has got no 
grievance of any kind what-
soever against the present 
applicant. The case was also 
supported by the counsel 
appearing for the victim.

It had been directed by 
the High Court that in the 
event of arrest, the accused 
be released on anticipatory 
bail in the case till comple-
tion of the investigation, on 
his furnishing a personal 
bond of Rs.25,000/- with 
two sureties each in the like 
amount to the satisfaction 
of the arresting authority/ 
court concerned.

The Counsel, Advocates 
Sudhanshu S. Tripathi and 
Ritwika Tripathi appeared 
for the accused/applicant.

pre-arrest bail graNted to rape aCCused till 
CoMpletioN oF probe as he Marries ViCtiM
TDG NeTwork

The Supreme Court 
in the case Amar-
jeet Singh v. Union 

of India observed and has 
dismissed a petition seeking 
guidelines to prevent mis-
use of maintenance laws by 
means of conflicting orders 
and overlapping jurisdic-
tions.

The bench comprising of 
Chief Justice UU Lalit and 
Justice Hemant Gupta ob-
served and has remarked 
that the issue raised in the 
petition had already been 
dealt with by the Supreme 
Court.

It was observed that as 
per the petition, the amount 
for maintenance could be 

granted under various pro-
visions of law including 
Section 125 of CrPC, Do-
mestic Violence Act, Hindu 
Marriage Act etc. The same 
resulted in multi-pronged 
situation causing severe in-
convenience to parties that 
were required to pay main-
tenance. Thus, the writ peti-
tion sought for all forms of 
maintenance to be granted 
under the same umbrella.

It was stated by CJI that 
there had been a judgement 
by Justice Indu Malhotra 
in the case Rajnesh v Neha, 
wherein providing that if a 
woman has been granted 
maintenance under a spe-
cific provision of law and 
she would not be granted 
additional maintenance by 
any other forum.

Therefore, the petitioner 
continued arguing say-
ing that many persons ap-
proached different forums 
seeking for maintenance de-
spite there existing a single 
ground. It was submitted 
by him an exa,ple of a case, 
two different proceedings 
in two different courts had 
been going on, based on the 
same ground-

It was stated by him if 
there is a case in two places 
on the same ground and 
two different judges pass 
two different orders, then 
it is being hundred percent 
sure that one of the two 
judges must have given a 
wrong decision, which is 
against justice and if both 
the judges pass the same 
order, then what is the point 

of wasting the time on the 
same issue, of two different 
judges?.

However, CJI Lalit reit-
erated that the issue had 
already been dealt with in 
the case of Rajnesh v. Neha, 
wherein it provides guide-
lines to overcome the issue 
of overlapping jurisdiction, 
and avoid conflicting or-
ders being passed in differ-
ent proceedings and thus 
ensuring uniformity in the 
practice followed by the Dis-
trict Courts/Family Courts/ 
Magistrate Courts. 

The guidelines issued read 
as follows–
a) Where successive claims 
for maintenance under dif-
ferent statutes are made by 
a party, the court would be 
considering an adjustment 

or set- off, of the amount 
awarded in the previous 
proceeding/s, while deter-
mining that whether any 
further amount is to be 
awarded in the subsequent 
proceeding.
b) For the applicant it may 
be made mandatory to dis-
close the previous proceed-
ing and the orders passed 
therein, in the subsequent 
proceeding;
c )  I n  t h e  p r e v i o u s 
proceeding/s, if the order 
passed requires any modifi-
cation or variation, it would 
be required to be done in the 
same proceeding.

Accordingly, the petition 
was dismissed by CJI Lalit 
while stating that “every 
facet had already been con-
sidered”.

supreMe Court

Supreme Court Dismisses Plea Seeking 
Guidelines To Address Overlapping 
Jurisdictions Under Sec 125 CrPC, DV 
Act, HMA: Maintenance Law

TDG NeTwork

The Jharkhand High Court 
in the case Rajesh Kacc-
hap and others v. State of 
Jharkhand and others ob-
served and has refused to 
stay proceedings against 
three suspended Congress 
legislators from Jharkhand 
(Irfan Ansari, Rajesh Kachc-
hap, and Naman Bixal Kon-
gari) who were arrested by 
the West Bengal Police in 
July 2022 after alleging that 
around ₹49 lakh in cash was 
seized from their vehicle.

The bench comprising 
of Justice Sanjay Kumar 
Dwivedi observed and has 

allowed the Kolkata Police 
to continue investigating the 
case, therefore, the court has 
asked the police not to file a 
charge sheet in the matter till 
the next date of the hearing.

It was observed that the 
bench has also issued no-
tices to the Jharkhand and 
Bengal governments in this 
matter and they have been 
directed to file their replies 
by December 1.

Further, it may be noted 
that this order has been 
passed on the pleas moved 
by the suspended Congress 
legislators challenging the 
transfer of zero FIR regis-
tered against them [from 

Ranchi to West Bengal] and 
has urged for the quashing 
of the FIR.

At the outset, the High 
Court noted that when the 
cause of action is shown to 
have occurred in the State of 
Jharkhand, then why Zero 
FIR was required to be reg-
istered and the same was to 
be transferred to another 
State?

The court took into ac-
count the order of the Cal-
cutta High Court, granting 
interim bail to the petition-
ers/suspended congress 
MLAs, wherein it was ob-
served by the Calcutta HC 
that although the allegations 

made are that the petitioners 
had been arrested with un-
accounted cash was in the 
public domain by the eve-
ning of 30.07.2022, this fact 
was significantly absent in 
the FIR which was lodged in 
Jharkhand, on the next day.

It was opined by the 
Jharkhand High Court that 
it was required to answer 
a ‘very important’ question 
with regard to the territo-
rial jurisdiction of the High 
Court and therefore, both 
the Jharkhand and West 
Bengal governments have 
been called upon for filling 
their responses in this re-
gard.

JharkhaNd high Court

reFused to stay CriMiNal proCeediNgs 
agaiNst 3 suspeNded CoNgress Mlas iN Cash 
seizure Case
TDG NeTwork
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Office Of cOntrOller General 
Of Patents, desiGns and trade 
Marks (cGPdtM) initiates OPen 
hOuse dialOGue fOr iP fraternity 

Union Minister for 
Road Transport and 
Highways Nitin Gad-

kari today inaugurated the 
Organic Garden at R.D. & S.H. 
National College and S.W.A. 
Science College in Mumbai. 
R.D. & S.H. National Col-
lege and S.W.A. Science Col-
lege also released a book on 

‘Environment Sustainability 
Initiatives by R. D. National 
College’. Apart from the or-
ganic garden inaugurated 
today, the College also has a 
Water Recycling Plant, a me-
dicinal garden, solar panels.  

Sharing details of envi-
ronment-friendly, recycling 
initiatives in the country, 
the Union Minister said that 
nothing is waste and with the 
use of appropriate technology, 
we can convert waste into 
wealth. “For last 8 years, we 
are recycling sewage water of 
Nagpur and selling it to Gov-
ernment of Maharashtra for 
power generation. We are 
earning ₹300 cr. annually 
as royalty.” He also shared 
details of similar projects be-
ing undertaken in Mathura, 
Uttar Pradesh.  

Reiterating the significance 
of green fuels, the Minister 
said that the Road Trans-

port Ministry is working on 
diversification of agriculture 
towards energy and power 
sector since year 2000. “We 
are making green fuels like 
ethanol from sugar cane 
which is cost-effective, pol-
lution free and indigenous 
and hence helps in reducing 
import of fuels.” The Union 
Minister added “ethics, 
economy and environment 
are three important pillars 
of our society”.

The Road Transport Minis-
ter apprised about the status 
of the Delhi-Mumbai Express 
Highway. He said work on the 
first phase i.e., from Delhi to 
JNPT will completed this year 
itself. “My plan is to connect 
Nariman Point to Delhi mak-
ing it a 12-hour journey”.

Speaking about the achieve-
ments of Road and Transport 
Ministry, the Union Minister 
said “I was pained to know 
that around one crore people 
in the country were driving 
cycle-rickshaw”. He added 
that 80 lakh people among 
them are driving E-rickshaws 
today. “400 start-ups in the 
country are making electric 
scooters, e-rickshaws etc.”

The event was attended by 
members of the Hyderabad 
Sind National Collegiate 
Board trustees and other 
dignitaries.

transPOrt

First phase of Delhi-Mumbai Express 
Highway from JNPT to Delhi to be completed 
this year-Union Transport Minister

TDG NeTwork

Sufficient stocks are available in cen-
tral pool to meet the requirement of 
NFSA and other schemes of Govt. 
of India as well as for additional re-
quirement of PMGKAY. As on 1st 
Oct, 2022 approximately 227 LMT of 
wheat and 205 LMT of rice are avail-
able in the Central pool which is well 
above the buffer norms / operational 
requirement.

Even after meeting the require-
ment of stocks under NFSA, Other 
welfare schemes as well as PMGKAY 
VII, as on 1st of April 2023 sufficient 
stock will be available under central 
pool which is over & above the buffer 
norms. It is estimated that as on 1st of 
April 2023, approximately 113 LMT 
wheat and 237 LMT rice will be avail-
able in the central pool after meeting 
all the requirements, against the buf-
fer norms / operational requirement 
of 75 LMT of wheat and 136 LMT of 
rice.

Procurement of Kharif crop of Pad-

dy in the current KMS 2022-23 has 
commenced. A quantity of around 
58 LMT Paddy (39 LMT in terms 
of Rice) have been procured up to 
16.10.2022 which is higher as com-
pared to the procurement during 
the corresponding period last year 
in KMS 2021-22. The rainfall condi-
tion this year has been fairly good in 
the country and the production of 
paddy is expected to remain normal. 

For Kharif crop of current KMS 
2022-23, a quantity of 771 LMT 
Paddy (518 LMT in terms of Rice) 
has been estimated to be procured. 
With the inclusion of Rabi paddy, it 
is expected that around 900 LMT 
paddy will be procured during the 
entire KMS 2022-23.

Procurement of wheat would com-
mence from April’ 2023. On account 
of fairly good rainfall condition in 
the country, it is expected that Wheat 
production and procurement in the 
next Rabi Season shall remain nor-
mal.

Considering high nutritional value 
of coarsegrains termed as “Nutri-ce-

reals”, GOI has planned to procure 
13.72 LMT during KMS 2022-23 un-
der central pool against procurement 
of 6.30 LMT during KMS 2021-22.

To ameliorate the hardship faced 
by the poor due to economic disrup-
tion caused by COVID-19, Govern-
ment of India has taken pro-poor ini-
tiatives and allocated free foodgrain 
to about 80 Crores people of the 
country under PMGKAY in addition 

to existing PDS and other welfares 
schemes. A total quantity of 1121 
LMT foodgrains has been allocated 
under PMGKAY with an expected fi-
nancial outlay of Rs. 3.91 lakh Crore. 
Such large release of foodgrains 
coupled with regulation of exports, 
has ensured that domestic price has 
largely remained stable compared 
to international price of these com-
modities.

fOOd ManaGeMent

sufficient fOOd stOcks are available in central POOl 
tO Meet the requireMent Of the cOuntry: centre

TDG NeTwork

Union Road Transport Minister inaugurates Organic Garden at R.D. & 
S.H. National College and S.W.A. Science College in Mumbai

Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry, Con-
sumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution and 
Textiles, Piyush Goyal 
while addressing in the 
Valedictory Session of Na-
tional Intellectual Prop-
erty Conference 2022 on 

‘Strengthening IP Eco-
system for catalysing the 
growth of Knowledge Econ-

omy’ on 15 Oct 2022 at New 
Delhi expressed his desire 
to have open house dia-
logue with the IP Fraternity 
by the office of Controller 
General of Patents, Designs 
and Trade Marks (CGP-
DTM) and address their 
concerns, grievances and 

facilitate the discussion on 
the changes required into 
the IP Ecosystem. 

The implementation of 
the same started from the 
Day One. On 16 Oct 2022, 
the Office of CGPDTM has 
organized a brainstorming 
on how to bring the India 
among top GII Country? 
wherein over 120 partici-
pants from the IP Practitio-
ners, IP Creators-Inventors 
and Industry have joined 

the meeting held at Dr. 
Ambedkar International 
Centre, New Delhi.

Additionally, Hon’ble 
CIM has also directed Prof 
Unnat Pandit, CGPDTM 
to plan the Open House IP 
Dialogue via virtual meet-
ing. The Open House IP 

Dialogue started from 17 
Oct 2022 and will be con-
ducted during all working 
days at 10.30 am to 11.30 
am (https://cgpdtm.webex.
com/meet/cgoffice-mh). 
The public notice for the 
same placed on the website 
of the IP Office and in the 
first open house IP dialogue, 
over 104 participants have 
joined today from various 
parts of the country. The IP 
matters wherein the practi-

tioners are having concerns 
and their suggestions on 
process changes were dis-
cussed over the IP Dialogue.

The vision of Hon’ble CIM 
to cultivate sensitivity in the 
work by strengthening the 
IP-Innovation ecosystem is 
into action.

TDG NeTwork

Approx. 227 LMT of wheat and 205 LMT of rice available in the Central 
pool on October 1, 2022, well above the buffer norms .

STock SceNario iS GiveN aS uNDer:
Fig. in LMT

envirOnMent

Commission for Air Quality 
Management in NCR and 
Adjoining Areas (CAQM) is 
regularly reviewing the po-
sition with Chief Secretaries 
of Punjab, NCR State Gov-
ernments, Agriculture/ En-
vironment Secretaries and 
Pollution Control Boards 
(PCBs) to contain the prob-
lems arising out of farm fire 
incidents in the National 
Capital Region (NCR) and 
Punjab. The review meet-
ings were also held recently 
with 23 District Collectors / 
District Magistrates (DMs) 
of Punjab, 22 DMs/ DCs of 

Haryana, and 8 DMs/ DCs 
of NCR Districts of Uttar 
Pradesh (U.P.) regarding 
the preparedness and im-
plementation of action plan 
for Prevention and Control 
of Paddy Straw Burning in 
2022.

During the review meet-
ings, the DCs/ DMs briefed 
about their preparedness 
and informed that they 
have conducted meetings 
at their levels as well as 
with the nodal officers and 
will ensure that there is a 
substantial reduction in the 
number of stubble burning 
cases in their respective dis-
tricts. 

Further, the DCs elaborat-
ed the steps taken regarding 
utilization of available ma-
chinery, IEC activities espe-
cially in all hotspot villages, 
extending assistance to 
the ex-situ projects in their 
districts, interaction with 
the farmer communities 
and further informed that 
they are keeping strict vigil 
on the burning incidences. 
Haryana, Punjab and U.P. 
assured that with effective 
implementation of action 
plan, utilization of the CRM 
machinery, effective public 
campaign and strict en-
forcement, they would en-
sure substantial reduction 

in crop burning incidents 
this year.

It was noted that about 
31,700 Custom Hiring 
Centers and cooperatives 
have been set up in Punjab, 
Haryana and UP (NCR) 
and more than 2 lakh CRM 

Machinery is available for 
utilization in Punjab, Hary-
ana and NCR Districts of 
U.P. The need to intensify 
IEC activities like educa-
tional campaigns, aware-
ness camps and public-
ity through print, electronic 

and social media was em-
phasized.

The State Governments 
were advised that the moni-
toring/enforcement mecha-
nism as envisaged in the 
plan of action at the State 
level/ District level/ Sub-

divisional level/ Cluster and 
Village level must be effec-
tively utilized. 

The Commission has been 
actively monitoring paddy 
residue burning events for 
a month now i.e. from 15th 
September 2022 onwards 
in the states of Punjab, 
Haryana and 8 NCR Dis-
tricts of U.P. The current 
year has so far seen a reduc-
tion from 3431 to 1695 fire 
counts as compared to the 
corresponding period of 
last year. 

The total farm fire inci-
dents reported in Punjab 
are 1444 as against 2375 
incidents in 2021, in Hary-

ana are 244 as compared 
to 1026 in the previous year, 
and in U.P. (NCR) are 05 
as against 30 fire incidents 
during the corresponding 
period of 2021. In NCT of 
Delhi, 02 fire incidents have 
been reported this year. No 
fire incident has been re-
ported from the two NCR 
Districts of Rajasthan. Dur-
ing the current harvesting 
season, the first paddy resi-
due burning incident was 
reported on 15th September 
in Punjab, on 18th Septem-
ber in Haryana, on 30th 
September in the NCR Dis-
tricts of Uttar Pradesh and 
on 05th October in Delhi.

CAQM actively monitoring paddy residue burning events for NCR and Adjoining Areas
TDG NeTwork •   Total fire counts have come down from 3431 to 1695 as compared to the corresponding 

period of last year.
•   CAQM held meetings with Chief Secretaries, Agriculture Secretaries, Environment 

Secretaries and Member Secretaries of NCR Pollution Control Boards to bring down 
the fire counts during the current harvesting season

•   CAQM reviewed the position regarding effective implementation of State specific Ac-
tion Plan for Prevention and Control of Stubble Burning

•   Review with DCs/DMs focused inter-alia on Crop Residue Management (CRM) ma-
chinery utilization, IEC activities and enforcement measures

•   CAQM advises DCs/ DMs to ensure verification of all reported fire incidences within 
48 hours and take strict action against the violators



world the daily guardian review
tue sday |  18 october 2022
new delhi10

top of the day

death toll in 
iran prison fire 
rises to eight
Tehran: The death toll 
has risen to eight in the 
evin Prison blaze in Iran 
after four more inmates 
who were in critical condi-
tion breathed their last.
al Jazeera reported 
quoting the authorities 
that the first four inmates 
died of inhaling fumes 
from the massive fire on 
Saturday night, however, 
a statement by the judi-
ciary did not explain the 
actual cause of deaths of 
the other four, and stated 
they were “injured after 
fighting among prisoners 
and the fire”.

five terrorists 
gunned down in 
Balochistan 
BalochISTan: The Paki-
stan counter-Terrorism 
Department (cTD) and 
intelligence agencies on 
Sunday gunned down five 
terrorists in Balochistan’s 
Mastung district.  The 
operation was jointly 
conducted by cTD, and 
intelligence agencies and 
they recovered arms and 
ammunition from terror-
ists’ hideouts, reported 
Geo news. at least three 
officials conducting the 
operation were also 
injured.

3 killed, 7 injured 
in afghanistan 
accident
KaBUl: Three people 
died and seven others 
were wounded in a traffic 
accident in northern 
afghanistan. The ac-
cident took place on the 
Jawzjan-Balkh highway 
in northern afghanistan 
and two of the deceased 
were found to be religious 
scholars, Khaama Press 
reported citing Taliban-
controlled media, Bakhtar 
news agency. The 
accident took place on 
Saturday night, however, 
it came to light on Sunday. 
The cause of the accident 
is not been known and 
the investigations are 
underway. The cases 
of traffic accidents in 
afghanistan have surged 
recently. according to 
probe, school and univer-
sity students are likely to 
be among those killed in 
the traffic mishap.

3 killed in BomB 
attack in  
pak’s mastung
QUeTTa:  at least three 
people were killed and six 
were injured in a bomb 
attack, targeting two 
vehicles in Pakistan’s 
Mastung district on Fri-
day, local media reported.
The official said that the 
unknown armed men tar-
geted the vehicles, which 
were carrying people who 
were travelling back after 
burying a man killed by 
unknown armed men in 
the Dasht area, Dawn 
reported. Dawn citing 
sources reported that 
an improvised explo-
sive device planted at a 
roadside went off when 
the vehicles were passing 
through the area. In that 
attack, three people died 
on the spot. The bodies 
and the injured were 
taken to Mastung district 
hospital. “an IeD was 
planted at roadside to tar-
get convoy of the tribal el-
der and people travelling 
with him,” a senior levies 
official said, adding that 
the IeD was detonated by 
remote control.

devastating

More than 600 people killed 
in Nigeria’s worst floods

Ukraine’s capital city, 
Kyiv, was rocked 
by multiple explo-

sions early on Monday in 
an attack by “Kamikaze” 
drones, an Ukrainian of-
ficial said. Andriy Yermak, 
head of the presidential of-
fice of Ukraine, said kami-
kaze drones were attacking 
the city. CNN reported that 
“The Russians think it will 
help them, but these ac-

tions look like desperation,” 
Yermak said in a statement, 
blaming Russia for the at-
tack.

Several residential build-
ings were damaged in the 
attack. In a Telegram mes-
sage, Kyiv Mayor Vitali 
Klitschko said the “drone 
attack” caused a “fire in a 
non-residential building.” 
Kyiv says Moscow has used 
Iranian-supplied drones in 
the strikes against Kyiv, Vin-
nytsia, Odesa, Zaporizhzhia 
and other cities across 

Ukraine in recent weeks, 
and pleaded with Western 
countries to step up their 
assistance in the face of the 
new challenge, CNN re-
ported. 

At least three explosions 
were heard in the Ukrai-
nian capital at around 6:45 
a.m. local time on Monday 
as a result of apparent Rus-
sian strikes, according to 
CNN. One of the blasts was 
in the Shevchenkivskyi 
district in the centre of the 
Ukrainian capital.

russia-ukraine war

Multiple blasts rock Kyiv as Ukraine 
reports ‘Kamikaze’ drone attacks
TDG NETWORK
KyIv

Following the commencement of the 20th National Party 
Congress, the incoming new military generals are likely to 
face challenges as Chinese President Xi Jinping has unleashed 
sweeping changes to the structure of the country’s military, 
according to Reuters analysis.

Following the world’s largest military modernization by the 
Chinese premier, the new military commissions may lack 
combat experience than their commission predecessors as 
Beijing has made extensive changes to leadership that di-
rects China’s two million-strong People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA). According to Reuters analysis, Generals Xu Qiliang, 
vice chairman of the Central Military Commission and Zhang 
Youxia, both 72 are expected to step down. Their official re-
placements include recent commanders from the reformed 
Eastern and Western theatre commands, responsible for Tai-
wan and the Indian border respectively and promotions mat 
also come from the Southern Theatre Command.

“There is no shortage of senior military officers who inter-
nally parrot Xi’s ‘fight and win’ mantra, but the conundrum 
for the PLA is the lack of operational experience,” said a pri-
vate military analyst, Alexander Neill, according to Reuters.

Moreover, senior retirees Zhang and commission member 
General Li Zuocheng are some of the last two serving officers 
to have fought in the bloody border conflict with Vietnam, 
and Zhang is said to be a very close confidante of Xi Jinping.

Beijing has, over the last few years expanded its military 
and has taken stringent measures to make it more potent by 
reforming its command operations, and building bases deep 
in the maritime heart of Southeast Asia, the analysis stated.

James Char, a security scholar at Singapore’s S. Rajaratnam 
School of International Studies, said the PLA suffered from 
“shortcomings” in combined arms and joint operations.

“Its capacity for sustained power projection also remains 
limited at present,” Reuters analysis informs quoting Char.

Furthermore, China is expected to have 700 deliverable 
nuclear warheads, and 1,000 by 2030, according to the Pen-
tagon’s latest annual report on China’s military moderniza-
tion, adding to its power.

Delivering a report to the 20th National Congress in Beijing 
on Sunday, Xi Jinping expressed the desire to quickly elevate 
the people’s armed forces to world-class standards for build-
ing a modern socialist country.

“We will strengthen Party building across the board in the 
people’s armed forces to ensure that they always obey the 
Party’s command,” Xi was quoted as saying by Xinhua.

The CCP will intensify troop training and enhance combat 
preparedness across the board, strengthen all-around mili-
tary governance, and enhance integrated national strategies 
and strategic capabilities, Xi said.

military modernization

Xi’s new 
generals face 
tough military 
challenges 
post-Congress

dead Bodies

ttp holds pakistan govt 
responsiBle for multan 
hospital rotting corpses
TDG NETWORK
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Amid the reports of hundreds of rotting corpses found 
on the roof of Pakistan’s Multan city hospital, Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan says Pakistani institutions, including the 
army, are behind these atrocities. 

The outlawed group, TTP, condemned the discovery of 
hundreds of dead bodies in a hospital in Multan and said 
that it was the work of the Pakistani government and its in-
stitutions like the Frontier Corps, Army, and Inter-Services 
Intelligence, according to the statement released by TTP. 
“Pakistan is the’state of butchers’; where no one cares for 
human lives, especially Balochs and Pashtoons,” TTP said. 

The statement says that the National Assembly of Paki-
stan is impure and that Pakistan has no pure intentions for 
Balochs and Pashtoons. In the declaration issued by this 
movement, it is said that the bodies of these people were 
mutilated, and then their organs were removed and sold for 
dirty money and games.. 

The statement further added that thousands of Pashtuns 
and Baloch have been disappearing for years and are fac-
ing such a fate. The rotten corpses belonged to Balochs and 
Pashtuns who were victims of forced disappearances, the 
TTP claimed. TTP in the statement condemned the par-
ties and human rights organisations that did not raise their 
voice against such cases and said that TTP would account to 
the government for such actions.  

The outlawed group also said that acts like this and dis-
respect of human bodies are against Shariah. Multiple un-
identified and decomposing bodies were found lying on the 
rooftop of the Nishtar hospital’s mortuary.. An investigation 
began following orders from the province’s additional chief 
secretary to form a six-member committee. As a result, the 
committee demanded action against Nishtar Hospital’s staff 
for mistreating corpses.

After decades of enmity, Is-
rael and Lebanon last week 
signed a historic agreement 
agreeing to demarcate their 
maritime boundaries and 
also demarcating the dis-
puted area in Qanaa pros-
pect, which is believed to be 
rich in oil and gas reserves.

Further, it has, in a de-facto 
manner, forced Lebanon to 
accept Israel as a sovereign 
nation, which it has refused 
to do so till now, as it main-
tains no diplomatic relations 
with Israel.  The disputed 
860-square-kilometer area 
of the Mediterranean Sea 
potentially holds billions of 
dollars’ worth of oil and gas. 
Tensions between Israel 
and Lebanon worsened ear-
lier this year when, in June, 
a London-based vessel ar-
rived to develop a gas field 
for Israel.

 Though at present, the 
deal seems to be a win for 
both sides, future security 
threats can’t be ruled out af-
ter this maritime agreement.

Welcome to  
lebanon
Lebanese Deputy Speaker 
Elias Bou Saab has described 
the maritime border agree-
ment as a “game changer” 
with the hope that “people 
will start talking to Lebanon 
again,” adding that the deal 
will give Lebanon’s youth 
“hope.”

For the Lebanese govern-
ment, it may prove to be a 
shot in the arm to bolster its 
flailing economy and work 
out a package that puts the 
nation back on track for eco-
nomic recovery and attracts 
potential investors.

Under the US-brokered 
deal, Lebanon would be able 
to begin gas exploration in 
the Qanaa prospect—which 
lies within Lebanon’s explo-
ration block but crosses over 
into Israeli waters. The Qa-
naa gas field is yet to be ex-
plored, but Lebanon believes 
it is rich with resources. It is 
currently estimated to be 
worth around $3 billion 
(€3.08 billion) altogether. 
That could bring Lebanon 
between $100 and $200 
million a year.

However, the immediate 
economic benefits from Qa-
naa for Lebanon seem to be 
too farfetched, as its current 
infrastructure is in poor or 
nascent condition, and it’ll 
not be able to start extract-
ing natural gas and oil im-

mediately. At the earliest, it 
may take another four to five 
years.

If TotalEnergies does in-
deed begin exploration for 
the Lebanese, it could also 
offer incentives for other 
companies to get involved. 
With these prospects in 
mind, it is yet to be seen what 
the direct economic impacts 
will be.

For Israel also, the poten-
tial earnings may start af-
ter four to five years, once 
it signs agreements with 
France’s TotalEnergies to 
explore the whole block.

IsraelI response
As for the Israeli politicians, 
they have already started 
hailing it as a decisive vic-
tory against Iran-backed 
and Lebanon-based Hezbol-
lah. These politicians, led by 
Prime Minister Yair Lapid, 
seem to be in a hurry to get 
the agreement approved by 
the government and thus be 
able to mobilise the votes in 
their favour in the upcom-
ing general elections in the 
country on 1 November.

But the right-wing ele-
ments in Israel, led by for-
mer PM Benjamin Netan-
yahu, have described the 
agreement as a failure of the 
centrist-Lapid government 
and describe this as conced-
ing ground to Hezbollah, 
which may get further bol-

stered after this agreement.
But the US negotiator, 

Amos Hochstein, dismissed 
Netanyahu’s criticisms as 
campaign rhetoric, say-
ing the fact that two enemy 
countries managed to reach 
an agreement on a maritime 
border is “enormously sig-
nificant.” Overall, a regional 
security crisis seems to have 
been averted due to the eco-
nomic interests of both sides.

Following the deal’s ap-
proval by the cabinet, the 
agreement was presented 
to the Knesset for a review 
over the next two weeks, 
but without asking for the 
parliament’s approval. Is-
rael’s Attorney General, Gali 
Baharav-Miara, has opined 
that the current government 
is legally entitled to sign the 
maritime border agreement 
and did not need to hold a 
referendum on the issue. 

He also suggested it would 
be preferable for the gov-
ernment to allow a Knesset 

vote on the issue, though it’s 
under no legal obligation to 
do so.

Members of the Likud and 
other right-wing parties ap-
proached Knesset speaker 
Mickey Levy, demanding 
that the agreement be put to 
a parliamentary vote.

Countering Netanyahu’s 
criticism Defence Minister 
Benny Gantz has said the 
talks started under his lead-
ership, and if he were prime 
minister, he would probably 
“rush to sign the deal right 
now.” Gantz also said that 
the deal also “has the poten-
tial to reduce Iran’s influence 
on Lebanon.”

Meanwhile, discounting al-
legations of Lebanon gaining 
an upper hand in the agree-
ment, Israel’s National Secu-
rity Adviser Eyal Hulata said 
though Lebanon received al-
most all of the waters under 
dispute with Israel, it did 
not receive what it was re-
ally after.

behInd the scenes 
negotIators
This brings out into the open 
the real negotiators behind 
the deal. The negotiations 
started months ago at the 
US insistence and were bro-
kered by France. French dip-
lomats helped US negotiator 
Amos Hochstein to stitch the 
deal together.

Thus, apart from political 
gains for the ruling coalition 
in Israel, the agreement also 
brings political benefits for 
US President Joe Biden, who 
also faces mid-term elections 
for both houses next month.

US mediation efforts were 
key to achieving the deal, 
and it may bolster the Biden 
administration ahead of the 
midterm elections. Biden 
might use this agreement 
to assuage the rising resent-
ment amongst the American 
public due to the constantly 
increasing prices of oil and 
gas in America.

Meanwhile,  Europe’s 
gas crisis is increasing day 
by day. European govern-
ments are doing all they can 
to shield consumers from 
price shocks, but the cri-
sis took a further dip after 
explosions damaged Nord 
Stream 1 and 2 last month. 
The Nord Stream 1 pipeline 
was Europe’s main source of 
Russian gas.

Israel has said that, once 
the maritime deal is signed 

and delivered, it can begin 
extracting oil and gas from 
its Karish field and export it 
to Europe within weeks.

Lapid has repeatedly spo-
ken about the role Israel 
can play in helping Europe 
as Western countries try to 
wean themselves off Rus-
sian energy.

This development comes 
in the background of wors-
ening US-Saudi relations, 
which hit a new low last 
week when OPEC+, led by 
Saudi Arabia and Russia, 
defied the US with the larg-
est output cut since the pan-
demic, adding additional 
pressure on the Biden Ad-
ministration.

But it is also a regional vic-
tory for the Biden adminis-
tration, which lately has seen 
diplomatic tensions rise with 
some of its Middle Eastern 
allies. With the possibility of 
much needed gas from the 
Mediterranean and averting 
a potential security crisis 
between historic enemies, 
the United States notched 
an important win in a re-
gion where its influence has 
seemingly diminished.

The author is a Delhi-based 
political commentator; he is as-
sociated with BBC Urdu Service 
and Khaleej Times of Dubai. He 
writes on Indian Muslims, edu-
cational, international, inter-
faith and current affairs.

historic pact

The U.N. Secretary-General and Israeli and Lebanese politicians have hailed the agreement as historic, as it may bring an economic windfall 
for both Israel and Lebanon in the long term.

ASAD MIRZA
Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid.

KYIV: The United States 
condemned early morning 
drone strikes on Kyiv as it 
rebuked Russia for “repre-
hensible” attacks against 
civilians and civilian in-
frastructure in Ukraine. 
“More desperate and 
reprehensible Russian at-
tacks against civilians and 

civilian infrastructure. We 
admire the strength and 
resilience of the Ukrainian 
people. “We will stand with 
you for as long as it takes,” 
the US embassy in Ukraine 
tweeted. Kyiv, was rocked 
by multiple explosions 
early in an attack by “Ka-
mikaze” drones.

‘desperate and reprehensiBle’: 
u.s. flays russian attacks on kyiv

u.s. Brokered israel-leBanon maritime agreement
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More than 600 people have 
been killed in Nigeria as 
catastrophic floods leave the 
African country devastated. 
CNN reported, quoting the 
humanitarian affairs min-
istry of Nigeria, that more 
than 2 million people have 
been affected by floods and 
over 200,000 homes have 
been completely or par-
tially destroyed. The death 
toll from the worst flooding 
Nigeria has seen in a decade 
has passed 600 people, the 
ministry tweeted on Sunday. 

More than 200,000 homes 
have been completely or par-
tially damaged, it added. The 
recent floods have been one 
of the worst kinds the coun-
try has seen in a decade. The 
flooding in certain areas has 
been more severe than the 
last major floods in 2012. 

Nigeria’s Minister of Hu-
manitarian Affairs, Sadiya 
Umar Farouq, warned Sun-
day that more flooding was 
likely and urged regional 
governments to prepare 
accordingly. Earlier this 
month, Nigeria’s National 
Emergency Management 

Agency warned of cata-
strophic flooding for sev-
eral regions located along 
the courses of the Niger and 
Benue rivers, CNN reported. 

The ministry of humani-
tarian affairs said on Twitter 
Sunday that it was calling on 
the respective state govern-
ments, local government 
councils, and communities 
to prepare for more flood-
ing by evacuating people 
living on flood plains to high 
grounds, providing tents 
and relief materials, fresh 

water, and medical supplies 
for a possible outbreak of 
water-borne diseases,” the 
ministry of humanitarian af-
fairs said on Twitter Sunday.

Nigeria will soon imple-
ment its National Flood 
Emergency Preparedness 
and Response Plan targeted 
at improving coordination 
of the flood response efforts. 
Moreover, relief efforts are 
underway amid the devasta-
tion the country has suffered 
due to a lack of preparedness 
for the natural disaster.
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More than 200,000 homes have been completely or partially 
damaged.
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‘Xi despotic traitor’

china’s internet censors try to shut 
out Beijing protesters
TDG NeTwork
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The Chinese government is trying every 
possible way to censor any discussion 
of a rare public protest that condemned 
President Xi Jinping as a “despotic trai-
tor” and denounced the Covid policy. 
As China’s ruling Communist Party’s 
twice-a-decade National Congress has 
already started, Xi doesn’t want to de-
viate from his goal, The New York Times 
reported. On Thursday, a column ap-
peared over the Sitong Bridge overpass 
in the Haidian district of Beijing, openly 
bashing China’s President and criticis-
ing their zero-Covid policy, including 
one calling for “freedom and not lock-
downs.” 

People on social media quickly shared 
the videos and photos of the protest. But 
as soon as the Chinese government saw 
the post, they quickly removed them, 
but in this digital cat-and-mouse game, 
some tech-smart users indirectly coded 
the messages before the censors could 
catch on. Chinese censors have restrict-
ed searches about the episode on Weibo, 

China’s equivalent of Twitter, blocking 
certain hashtags, including “Beijing,” 
“Sitong Bridge” and “Haidian.” Other 
seemingly related terms that appeared 
to be blocked from searches on the so-
cial media platform were “courage,” 
“Beijing banner” and “warrior,” re-
ported The New York Times.

China is already on high alert as the 
party congress, which occurs every 
five years, has already started on Sun-
day. At the meeting, Xi is expected to 
coast to a third term as leader. Eight 

marked police cars were parked under 
and around the bridge on Friday, and 
crowds of plainclothes officers in black 
sweatpants stood to watch on the street 
corners. When reporters began taking 
photos of the bridge, four plainclothes 
officers immediately ran over and or-
dered them to delete the photos. They 
said taking photos there was prohibited 
because of “special circumstances.”The 
censoring also extended beyond search 
terms on social media with a connection 
to the incident.

amid escalation

Russia-Ukraine war pushed  
4 million kids into poverty: UN

As the war between 
Russia and Ukraine 
continues to esca-

late, children in both coun-
tries have been most affect-
ed by its economic fallout, 
said UNICEF regional di-
rector for Europe and Cen-
tral Asia, Afshan Khan, Al 
Jazeera reported. 

According to a report by 
the United Nations children’s 
agency, the study of 22 coun-
tries showcased how the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine 
and the ongoing crisis 
pushed approximately four 
million children into poverty 
across Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia. “Children are 
bearing the heaviest burden 
of the economic crisis caused 
by the war in Ukraine,” UNI-
CEF said. 

The report further noted 

that due to the ongoing eco-
nomic slump, an additional 
2.8 million children are now 
living in households below 
the poverty line. 

Moreover, Romania has a 
further 110,000 children liv-
ing in poverty, Al Jazeera re-
ported. Children all over the 
region are being swept up in 
this war’s terrible wake,” said 
UNICEF regional director 

for Europe and Central Asia, 
Afshan Khan. 

This could well translate 
into an additional 4,500 chil-
dren dying before their first 
birthdays, and an additional 
117,000 children dropping 
out of school this year alone, 
Al Jazeera reported, quoting 
UNICEF. 

Another report by UNI-
CEF, which was released 

recently, stated that nearly 
1,000 boys and girls have 
been killed or injured in the 
war in Ukraine. 

At least 972 children in 
Ukraine have been killed 
or injured by violence since 
the war escalated nearly six 
months ago, an average of 
over five children killed or 
injured each day, UNICEF 
Executive Director Catherine 
Russell said in a statement.

The Russia-Ukraine war 
began nearly six months ago. 
The full scope of the Ukraini-
an refugee crisis is difficult to 
quantify and far exceeds any 
other refugee crisis in Europe 
since World War II.

almost every child in 
Ukraine has been exposed 
to deeply distressing events. 
Those fleeing violence are 
at significant risk of fam-
ily separation, abuse, sexual 
exploitation, further attacks, 
and trafficking.
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against surety Bond economic challenges

pakistan court approves interim Bail to  
imran khan in prohiBited funding case

19 million Afghans facing 
food insecurity: WFP

A Pakistan court on Monday 
approved the interim bail of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
chief Imran Khan in the pro-
hibited funding case.

A court in Islamabad 
granted interim bail against 
the surety bond of Rs 
100,000, valid till October 
31, Geo News reported. The 

move to seek bail from the 
special court came after Is-
lamabad High Court (IHC), 
last week, granted protective 
bail to the PTI chairman till 
October 18 (Tuesday) in the 
same case under the condi-
tion that Khan would ap-
proach the relevant court.

The Federal Investigation 
Agency registered the case 
against Imran khan and his 
party members for allegedly 

submitting false affidavits 
to the Election Commission 

of Pakistan in connection 
with a prohibited funding 
case against his party, Dawn 
reported. PTI chief Imran 
Khan sought bail after the 
FIA’s Commerical Bank Cir-
cle in Islamabad registered 
a first information report 
(FIR) against him and other 
PTI leaders on October 6.

The FIR stated: “[The] 
PTI submitted an affidavit 
of [Abraaj founder], Arif 

Masood Naqvi, before the 
Election Commission of Pak-
istan stating therein that all 
the amounts collected in the 
accounts of WCL (Wootton 
Cricket Limited) were sub-
mitted into PTI’s account 
in Pakistan...[the] affidavit 
has been proved to be false/
forged as two more transac-
tions were also made from 
WCL to two different ac-
counts in Pakistan.

The World Food Program 
estimated that nearly 19 
million Afghans are facing 
food insecurity on the oc-
casion of World Food Day. 
On World Food Day, which 
was observed on Sunday, 
residents of Kabul said that 
the lack of jobs and economic 
challenges are threatening 

them with severe food inse-
curity, reported Tolo News.

Nearly 19 million people 
are facing food insecurity. 
“The results of the (survey) 
show that nearly 19 million, 
or 18.9 million, people are 
facing food insecurity and 
they need food assistance 
and humanitarian assis-
tance,” said Wahidullah Am-
ani, a spokesman for WFP 
Afghanistan, reported Tolo 

News. “We have schools and 
buildings for schools, but 
there are no teachers and ed-
ucation,” Abdul Samad, an-
other tribal elder said. “We 
have 70,000 students and 
they want to be educated and 
for the lack of teachers they 
are deprived of education,” 
said Akhter Mohammad Za-
yeem, the Head of the Edu-
cation Department in Farah 
reported to Tolo News.
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A column appeared over the Sitong Bridge overpass in the Haidian district of Beijing, 
openly bashing the China’s President and criticising the zero-Covid policy.Children are bearing the heaviest burden of the economic crisis 

caused by the war in Ukraine, the UNICeF said.

Imran khan
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People 
shop for 

decorative 
items 

ahead of 
the Diwali 

Festival, 
in Kolkata 

on 
Sunday. 

PREPARATIONS BEGIN 

#INDIAVSAUSTRALIA

‘SHAMI IS BACK’ : NETIZENS LAUD 
MOHAMMAD SHAMI AFTER INDIA’S 
WIN OVER AUSTRALIA 
A brilliant three-wicket haul masterclass by Moham-
med Shami helped India inflict a 6 runs defeat on 
Australia and bundled out the hosts for 180 in ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup warm-up match at the Gabba in 
Brisbane on Monday. 
Netizens took to Twitter to praise the cricketer.  
A user said, “Mohammed Shami bowled a world class 
20th over. Just brilliant how accurate he was with his 
bowling, great signs for India ahead." 

“It is the 
duty of every 
citizen to carry 
forward the 
ideals and 
resolutions of 
our freedom 
fighters and 
soldiers”

— RAJNATH SINGH

BRAIN-PICKING 

 Union Defence minister, at a programme organised to support 
the families of soldiers who lost their lives in the line of duty.

UNIQUE 

IF YOU ARE POLITE, THIS UK CAFE 
WILL CHARGE YOU LESS 
TDG NETWORK
PRESTON                                       

They say kindness always 
pays off. Well, for a cafe in 
the UK, kindness does pay 
off, except in discounts and 
chai.

We all know that most 
people are polite while plac-
ing their order when they 
visit a restaurant or a cafe, 
but sadly, that’s not the case 
all the time.

Hence, in a bid to promote 
a kind and polite attitude to-
wards staff, a cafe in the UK 
thought of a brilliant idea of 
giving people monetary ben-
efits in return!

A cafe serving ‘Desi chai’ 
(tea) in the UK’s Preston has 
curated a menu that will 
charge people based on how 
polite they are while order-
ing.

Preston’s ‘Chaii Stop’ over-
charges people who are rude 
while placing their order, 
and gives discounts to those 
who ask for their orders 

politely. On social media, a 
picture of their menu card 
has gone viral. It describes 
how different prices will ap-
ply depending on how and 
what phrases customers use 
to order their tea.

They wrote the caption of 
the photo as “Being polite 
definitely goes a long way,”

Well, this gesture by the 
cafe is being appreciated 
widely, across the internet.

Many even took to the com-
ment section of the post to 
express their appreciation 
for the initiative. An Insta-
gram user wrote, “Manners 
don’t cost a thing! Love this!”

Another user wrote, “Great 
message!” 
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ACTIVISM 

Urvashi Rautela has 
decided to chop off 
her hair after calling 

herself a victim of “bullying” 
online and comparing her 
situation to that of Mahsa 
Amini. She extended sup-
port to Iranian women and 
girls who have been killed 
in protests at the death of 
Mahsa Amini.

On Monday, Urvashi took 
to Instagram to share a photo 
where she can be seen get-
ting her hair chopped. She 
wrote a message along with 
the photo-”CHOPPED MY 
HAIR OFF! I am cutting my 
hair in support of Iranian 
women and girls who have 
been killed in protests at the 
death of Mahsa Amini, after 
her arrest by Iranian moral-
ity police and for all the girls. 
And for 19-year-old girl An-
kita Bhandari from Uttara-
khand.”

“Around the world women 
are uniting in protest against 
the Iranian government by 
cutting their hair. Respect 
Women. A Global Symbol 
For Women’s Revolution. 
Hair is seen as a symbol of 
the beauty of women. By 
chopping off hair it in pub-
lic, women are showing that 
they don’t care about soci-
ety’s beauty standards and 

won’t let anything or anyone 
decide how they dress up, be-
have or live,” she continued.

Urvashi concluded by say-
ing, “Once women come 
together and consider one 
woman’s issue as an issue of 
the entire womankind, femi-
nism will see a new vigour.”

Urvashi is currently in Aus-
tralia, and since she revealed 
that she is there, netizens 
have been brutally trolling 
her for “stalking Rishabh 
Pant”.

She then took to Instagram 
to express her displeasure 
and asked people to stop 
“bullying” her. However, 
people again trolled her 

because she compared her 
situation with that of Mahsa 
Amini, an Iranian girl who 
was arrested in Tehran on 
September 13 for dressing 
“inappropriately,” and died 
three days later while in cus-
tody.

Mahsa Amini’s death 
sparked demonstrations and 
clashes with security forces 
where many lost their lives.

More than 100 people 
have been killed in nation-
wide protests over the death 
of Mahsa Amini, according 
to the Norway-based group 
Iran Human Rights (IHR) 
NGO. Iranian schoolgirls 
and women have come out 

in huge numbers to dem-
onstrate by removing their 
hijabs and staging rallies in 
protest over Amini’s death.

Coming back to Urvashi, 
she uploaded a video of her 
last week and wrote, “First 
in Iran #MahsaAmini and 
now in India, it’s happening 
with me they’re bullying me 
as a stalker ??? No one cares 
about me or support me.”

She added, “A strong wom-
an is one who feels deeply 
and loves fiercely. Her tears 
flow as abundantly as her 
laughter. She is both soft 
and powerful, both practi-
cal and spiritual. She’s a gift 
to the world.”                   

Chopped my hair off : Urvashi 
Rautela supports Iranian women 

Urvashi Rautela chops her hair off in support of Iranian women. 

HOW MUSHROOMS BECOME ‘MAGICAL’
RESEARCH 

It is becoming more widely acknowl-
edged that the psychedelic substances 
present in “magic mushrooms” have 
the ability to treat diseases like addic-
tion, obsessive disorder, anxiety, and 
depression.

However, little is understood about 
these substances’ evolution and func-
tion in the natural world.

To address this, researchers from the 
University of Plymouth are carrying out 
a ground-breaking investigation utilis-
ing cutting-edge genetic techniques 
and behavioural studies to address 
unproven claims regarding the origin 
of psychedelic chemicals in fungi.This 
includes determining whether such 
qualities originated as a line of defence 
against invertebrates that feed on mush-
rooms or whether the fungi themselves 
create substances that control insect be-
haviour for their own advantages.

The initiative will pay close attention 
to psilocybin, a substance frequently 
found in ‘magic mushrooms’. It is highly 
similar to serotonin chemically, which 
plays a role in the communication of 
information between nerve cells in ani-
mals.

To determine whether there is a varied 
animal community feeding on psyche-
delic mushrooms, the researchers are 
sampling psychedelic and non-psyche-
delic fungi and utilising next-generation 
DNA sequencing.

Additionally, they are performing lab-
oratory procedures to look into whether 

the fungi experience genetic changes 
throughout development and attack. 
They will also look into how psilocybin 
affects the growth of soil microbes.

Modern gene editing techniques will 
also be used in the study to attempt to 
produce mutant fungi that are inca-
pable of synthesising psilocybin. In the 
future, it is believed that this will aid 
researchers in understanding the func-
tion of a variety of fungal substances.

Molecular Ecology, animal-plant in-
teractions, and fungal biology experts 
from the university’s School of Bio-
logical and Marine Sciences are lead-
ing the project. Dr Kirsty Matthews 
Nicholass, a postdoctoral research 
fellow, and Ms Ilona Flis, a research 
assistant, are leading the project.

Dr Jon Ellis, Lecturer in Conser-
vation Genetics, is supervising the 
study. He said, “In recent years, there 
has been a resurgence of interest in 
psychedelic compounds from a hu-
man health perspective. However, 
almost nothing is known about the 

evolution of these compounds in na-
ture and why fungi should contain 
neurotransmitter-like compounds is 
unresolved.”

“The hypotheses that have been sug-
gested for their evolution have never 
been formally tested, and that is what 
makes our project so ambitious and 
novel. It could also in future lead to 
exciting future discoveries, as the de-
velopment of novel compounds that 
could be used as fungicides, pesti-
cides, pharmaceuticals and antibiot-
ics is likely to arise from ‘blue-sky’ re-
search investigating fungal defence.”

Dr Kirsty Matthews Nicholass said, 
“Within Psilocybe alone, there are 
close to 150 hallucinogenic species 
distributed across all continents ex-
cept Antarctica. Yet, the fungal species 
in which these ‘magic’ compounds 
occur are not always closely related. 
This raises interesting questions re-
garding the ecological pressures that 
may be acting to maintain the biosyn-
thesis pathway for psilocybin.”                      
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VIRAL VIDEO 

LADAKH GIRL ASPIRES TO BE 
LIKE VIRAT KOHLI

A video of a young girl from Ladakh is going viral on social 
media for batted brilliantly in her school. The clip was shared 
on Twitter by the Directorate of School Education (DSE) in La-
dakh on Friday. DSE identified the girl as Maqsooma, a class 
VI student. In a tweet, the Directorate of School Education re-
vealed what the girl said about herself. She said, “My father is at 
home and my teachers in school encourage me to play cricket.” 
Maqsooma is a fan of the Indian cricket team’s run-machine 
cricketer Virat Kohli. In the video shared by DSE, the girl fur-
ther said, “I will put all my efforts to play like Virat Kohli.” In 
the video, the student tries to hit sharp shots to score runs on 
the board and then runs to take runs. At one time, she was also 
seen hitting the ball outside the school grounds.

“My father at home and my teacher at school encourage me to 
play cricket. I’ll put all my efforts into playing like Virat Kohli,” 
Maqsooma, student of class VI said.

In the clip, Maqsooma also said that she wants to learn the 
‘helicopter shot’, which was made famous by M.S. Dhoni. The 
video has been viewed more than 5 lakh times on Twitter and 
has garnered over 1,200 likes. 

Maqsoona playing cricket at her school. 

TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH 

FIVE MOST LOVED CARTOONS OF 
CARTOON NETWORK
Millenials, i.e. those born in the 1990s, all over the world 
were heartbroken after the news broke out that Cartoon 
Network would be merging with Warner Bros Anima-
tion. For the generation that grew up watching shows 
like Tom and Jerry and the Powerpuff Girls, this marked 
the end of an era. As the final end credits roll in, here are 
five of the most loved shows on Cartoon Network.

TOM AND JERRY
Tom and Jerry is a 1940s American television 
series that is still considered one of the most 
iconic cartoon shows of all time. A rivalry be-

tween a house cat, Tom, and a mouse, Jerry, is featured 
in the series. The plot features attempts by Tom to cap-
ture Jerry and the destruction and mayhem that follows. 
The show has received many awards and its popularity 
led to a film being released on the series.

THE POWERPUFF GIRLS 
Created by Craig Mccracken, the show features 
three kindergarten-aged girls, Blossom, Bubbles, 
and Buttercup, who are born with superpowers. 

They are tasked with protecting the town of Townsville by their 
father, Professor Utonium, against monsters and a perma-
nent enemy, Mojo Jojo.

COURAGE, THE COWARDLY DOG
Produced in 1999, this animated series was 
the perfect blend of horror and comedy. The 
series revolves around an adopted dog named 

Courage who lives with his family at a farmhouse. In ev-
ery episode, courage can be seen braving supernatural 
forces to save his family.

DEXTER’S LABORATORY
Born out of the ‘What A Cartoon’ program, Gen-
nady Tartakovsky’s Dexter’s Laboratory revolves 
around a child prodigy named Dexter who has a 

hidden science laboratory in his room full of inventions. He has 
a bitter rivalry with his neighbour and classmate, Mandark, 
who undermines his every opportunity. Dexter also remains 
at odds with his extraverted sister, Dee Dee, who gains access 
to his lab and spoils his experiments.

JOHNNY BRAVO
Created by Van Partible for Cartoon Network, 
the plot revolves around a sunglass-wearing 
muscular man, Johnny Bravo. He aims to 

woo women to date him but always falls short because 
of his actions. He ends up in bizarre predicaments. The 
show was known for its references to pop culture.

— SARTHAK S. KAIN

Tom and Jerry

Board inside UK's Preston. 
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Skin cancer, though 
uncommon, is increas-
ing. It can easily be de-

tected externally by regular 
visits to the dermatologist. 
The whole body will be 
examined, and suspicious 
lesions will be frozen or bi-
opsied, depending on their 
appearance.

Types of skin 
CanCer
There are three major types 
of skin cancer:
l Basal cell carcinoma: This 

type of skin cancer usually 
appears on the surface of the 
skin. It is limited to the up-
per layers of the skin. It is not 
invasive and easy to treat via 
surgery.
l Squamous cell carcino-

ma: It is commonly found 
in the areas of the body that 
are exposed to friction, car-
cinogenic substances, and 
in individuals with a genetic 
predisposition to cancer.
l  Melanoma: Melanoma 

can develop anywhere in 
your body. It usually devel-
ops from the cells that give 
your skin colour- melano-
cytes. It is the most aggres-
sive form of skin cancer and 
is dangerous. Early detec-
tion is the key to preventing 
it from spreading.

are bleeding moles 
a Common sign of 
The disease?
Irregular moles, freckles, or 
warts are common signs of 
skin cancer that are present 
on the skin and can appear 
alone or in groups. They 
are usually black or dark 
brown and can also develop 
as a pimple-like bump on the 
skin, due to which they are 
easily ignored or dismissed. 
The majority of the moles 
are non-cancerous, and it is 
normal to have 10–40 moles 
from early childhood to 25 
years of age. 

As a person reaches adult-

hood, they may experience 
sudden changes that are 
evident in the structure of 
the moles in terms of their 
colours, size, and texture. 
In some cases, hair may also 
develop in the mole, where-
as in other cases, the moles, 
freckles, or warts may slowly 
disappear.

Therefore, observing your 

moles and identifying the 
signs and symptoms of skin 
cancer is important. You 
may get worried while dif-
ferentiating between a mole 
or a pimple and may self-
diagnose or misdiagnose it, 
thinking it is a sign of cancer.

Identifying moles depends 
on the size, colour, height, 
and shape. Bleeding moles 

are more dangerous and if 
they ooze, itch or suddenly 
become painful or tender, 
you should consult a der-
matologist.

In case the colour of the 
wart or moles is distinct 
from that of each other in 
terms of diameter, evolu-
tion or colour then it may be 
non-cancerous. If the moles 
or warts are red, white, pink 
or are appearing on the neck 
or face with changes in size, 
shape, and colour, then it 
is advisable to have them 
checked by a dermatologist.

Prevention is better than 
cure in cases of skin cancer. 
Regular skin checks with your 
dermatologist is key in early 
detection of skin cancers.

how Can you deTeCT 
skin CanCer aT 
home?
There are several easy ways 
through which you can de-
tect potential cancerous 
growth at home. This in-
cludes the ABCDE test -

A: Stands for asymmetry 
test where you should look 
out for moles that are uneven 
or asymmetrical

B: Stands for the border. In 

this, you need to check for 
irregular borders on moles.

C:  Is for colour and mela-
nomas range from white, 
pink, black, blue, or red.

D: This is for diameter 
where you should look out 
for moles that are larger 
than 1/4 inch or are the size 
of a pencil eraser which may 
indicate the emergence of 
melanoma.

E: Means evolving and 
you should keep an eye out 
for moles that are changing 
size, shape, or symptoms like 
itching, pain, or bleeding.

Skin cancer also doesn’t al-
ways appear on the skin and 
can manifest near the lungs, 
causing shortness of breath. 
If melanoma appears on 
the head, then it can lead to 
headaches or vision chang-
es. If diagnosed early, then 
the five-year survival rate 
for skin cancer is 99%. It is 
a treatable condition, but if 
left untreated it can be fatal. 
It is important to regularly 
examine your skin for any 
signs of cancer.
D r  Sh iree n  Fu r ta d o  i s  
Consultant of Medical and Cos-
metic Dermatology at Aster 
CMI Hospital.

Suffering from Bleeding moleS? 
it can Be a Sign of Skin cancer

Dr Shireen FurtaDo

Five home-care oral care techniques for 
keeping your teeth healthy

Saurav Patnaik

Dr namrata ruPani

BreaSt 
cancer

37% 41.1%

31.9% 33.9%

31.9% 45.7%

32.7% 42.6%

32.7% 40.2%

DELHI KARNATAKA

PUNJAB WEST BENGAL

HARYANA KERALA

GUJARAT ANDHRA PRADESH

MAHARASHTRA

37.2 % WoMEN DIED fRoM BREAST 
CANCER IN INDIA IN 2020

TELANGANA

MORTALITY RATE WORLDWIDE

PREVALENCE IN INDIA: 31.3%

2.3 lakh caSeS expected By 2025
Source: International Agency For Research On Cancer, WHO for the year 2020; 
Lok Sabha response on 22 July 2022 Report of the technical group on population projections

Dr aniSh DeSai 

nutrition eSSentialS to reduce BreaSt cancer riSk

Among women, breast cancer is 
the second most common cancer 
diagnosed, after skin cancer, and 
the second leading cause of cancer 
death, after lung cancer. On aver-
age, globally, 1 in 8 women will 
develop breast cancer in their 
lifetimes 27.7% of all new cancers 
detected in women in India in 
the year 2018 were breast can-
cers. One woman is diagnosed 
with breast cancer in India ev-
ery 4 minutes. One woman dies 
of breast cancer in India every 8 
minutes.

About 30-40% of all malignan-
cies may be caused by dietary 
variables. So, maintaining a bal-
anced diet is very important. The 
following foods can play a role in 
a healthy diet in general and may 
also help prevent the development 
or progression of breast cancer:

A variety of fruits and vegeta-
bles, including salad- 

Studies have suggested that the 
following foods may help prevent 
breast cancer: dark, green, leafy 
vegetables, such as kale, spinach, 
and broccoli; fruits, especially ber-
ries and peaches; beans, pulses, 
fish, eggs, and some meat.

Researchers have associated 
beta-carotene, which occurs natu-
rally in vegetables such as carrots, 
with a lower risk of breast cancer.

fermenTed foods
Fermented foods like yogurt, kim-
chi, miso, and sauerkraut contain 
probiotics and other nutrients 

that may safeguard against breast 
cancer.

good faT
Polyunsaturated and monoun-
saturated fats can be beneficial 
in moderation. They are present 
in olive oil, avocados, seeds, and 
nuts.

herbs and spiCes
They contain plant compounds 
that may help protect against 
breast cancer. These include vita-
mins, fatty acids, and polyphenol 
antioxidants.

For example, oregano boasts 
the antioxidants carvacrol and 
rosmarinic acid, which exhibit 
significant anti-breast cancer ef-
fects. Many other herbs and spices 
have powerful anticancer effects 
as well, such as curcumin, thyme, 
curry spice mixes, and ginger.

misCellaneous 
Cold fish, whole grains, flax seeds, 
soy, walnuts, etc.

foods To avoid
Foods that may increase the risk of 
different kinds of cancer, includ-
ing breast cancer, include alcohol, 
added sugar, red meat, fried and 
fast foods, processed foods, re-
fined carbs, etc.

Takeaway
Following a healthy diet that is 
rich in fruits and vegetables and 
low in added sugar and trans fats 
may reduce the risk of breast can-
cer. Making health-promoting 
lifestyle choices and avoiding 
potentially harmful chemicals in 
personal and household products 
may lower your breast cancer risk. 
For early detection and diagnosis 
of breast cancer, regular doctor 
visits and screening is essential.
Dr Anish Desai is MD, Clinical Phar-
macologist and Nutraceutical Physi-
cian, Founder and CEO IntelliMed 
Healthcare Suctions.

Premature greying of hair 
and ways to resolve it 

Premature greying has be-
come a leading cause of con-
cern for people in their 20s 
and 30s. This early onset of 
hair greying can have a nega-
tive impact on self-esteem. 
Young men and women have 
resorted to dyeing their hair 
to hide their white roots. Col-
lege students in their early 
20s are ridiculed and name-
called for their greying tress-
es, and the same treatment is 
meted out to young couples 
who have begun to show salt 
and pepper hair. All of this 
puts a major dent in people’s 
confidence and impacts their 
day-to-day lives. Such soci-
etal pressures are compel-
ling more and more young 
people to look for remedies 
that will reverse their grey-
ing hair.

What iS oxiDative 
StreSS anD hoW 
iS it linkeD to 
Premature  
greying oF hair?
The onset of grey hair in the 
early years can largely be at-
tributed to today’s lifestyle. 
Inappropriate diets without 
adequate nutrition, smoking, 
alcohol consumption, and 
lack of exercise combined 
with the stresses of daily 
pressures lead to deteriorat-
ed levels of antioxidants in 
the body, i.e., oxidative stress. 
This hampers the produc-
tion of melanin (black pig-
ment), which in turn leads 
to the greying of hair.

Fortunately, the entire 
process can be combated by 
an antioxidant-based treat-
ment to reverse premature 
hair greying. Antioxidants 
can help stop the melano-

cytes from getting exhausted 
while reversing premature 
greying and hair ageing 
from the very root. This will 
reduce the density and num-
ber of white hairs.

It is a science-backed safe 
approach that has been prov-
en to be effective by various 
studies.

role oF 
intelligence anD 
exPertiSe
Thanks to various research 
conducted across the globe, 
many ingredients have 
been proven to be effective 
against premature greying. 
Hair Prime Serum, which 
contains Arcolys, can help 
prevent premature greying 
by reducing oxidative stress 
at the hair follicles. Because 
of its antioxidant properties, 
Arcolys promotes melanin 
production at the roots. 
Arcolys is a natural active 
ingredient that has been 
proven to revive hair’s lost 
pigment. It stimulates the 
re-pigmentation of grey hair 
over time while being com-
pletely safe for the hair and 
scalp.

Alternatives include hair 
dyes, which can not only 
cause damage and hair fall 
but are also pocket-pinching. 
Hair Prime Serum, on the 
other hand, is a long-term 
solution to treat premature 
hair greying from the roots 
and shows results within 5 
months. It can help in per-
manently reclaiming the lost 
confidence of those who are 
distressed by hair greying at 
a young age.

Yes, greying hair can be in-
timidating, but experts be-
lieve that there is a treatment 
for it. Irrespective of whether 
you are learning to embrace 
your greys or reverse them, 
be sure to complement them 
by making appropriate life-
style improvements, to keep 
yourself healthy and happy.

Saurav Patnaik is the COO and 
Co-founder of Anveya Living.

Everyone desires the results 
of meticulous dental care—a 
gleaming white smile, fresh-
smelling breath, and healthy 
pink gums. Good oral hy-
giene is essential in the pre-
vention of diseases affecting 
the heart and lungs, and is 
therefore, recommended for 
everyone. As a result, tak-
ing care of your teeth and 
gums is essential no matter 
how old you are if you want 
to stay healthy overall. No 
matter how many compli-
ments you’ve received on 
the appearance of your teeth, 
it’s still important to take the 
necessary precautions each 
day to keep them that way.

Here are some at-home 
methods that can assist you 
in reaching your objective:

BruSh tWice Daily
A fluoride toothpaste and a 
two-to-three-minute brush-
ing routine, twice daily, are 

recommended. Plaque, a bac-
terial film that accumulates on 
your teeth, can be removed 
with regular tooth brushing. 
This plaque bacteria, when 
left untreated, causes tooth 
enamel that leads to cavities, 
forms tartar, and both are 
difficult to remove from the 
teeth. Inflammation, brought 
on by tartar build-up, is what 
causes gum disease. For this 
reason, it’s crucial to establish 
a regular brushing practice.

FloSS at leaSt  
once a Day
Plaque and bacteria can be re-
moved from in between teeth 
by flossing in areas where the 
toothbrush doesn’t reach. 
When plaque builds up and 
isn’t regularly removed, it can 
cause cavities and gum dis-
ease.  On that account, flossing 
is an effective method of gum 
stimulation, plaque removal, 
and reduction of gum inflam-
mation.

uSe a mouthWaSh
An effective mouthwash 
can neutralise excess acid, 
eliminate bad breath, remove 
plaque from hard-to-reach 
places in and around the 
gums, and even re-mineralize 
tooth enamel. Plaque and gin-
givitis can also be prevented 

or treated with the use of a 
mouthwash. You can also 
ask your dentist for advice on 
the best mouthwash for your 
specific needs. Mouthwash 
cannot replace brushing 
and flossing, but it can help 
to supplement these habits.

Quit Smoking
Smoking has been identified 
as a risk factor for gum dis-
ease, which can lead to tooth 
loss and, in severe cases, 
mouth cancer. Many people, 
however, are unaware of the 

damage smoking causes to 
their lips, gums, and teeth. 
Additionally, smokers may 
experience poor healing fol-
lowing a dental operation. 
Smoking also has an impact 
on the aesthetics of the mouth, 
causing yellowing of the teeth 
and tongue, and giving you 
bad breath. Whatever the 
case, smoking is never a good 
habit.

change your  
toothBruSh every 
tWo monthS 

Your toothbrush combats 
the germs that cause gum 
disease, tooth decay, and 
bad breath. Brushing your 
teeth twice a day is likely 
if you practice appropri-
ate oral hygiene. But how 
often do you change your 
toothbrush, which is the 
instrument you use to wipe 
plaque off your teeth and 
gums daily? When you use 
your toothbrush as direct-
ed, the soft bristles fray and 
possibly hazardous bacteria 
accumulate. Changing your 

toothbrush every 2 months 
is essential to keep the bris-
tles effective and germ accu-
mulation on the toothbrush 
to a minimum.

viSit the DentiSt 
every Six monthS
Maintaining ideal oral 
health requires practic-
ing proper oral hygiene at 
home, but regular dentist 
appointments should not be 
missed. 

Even diligent brushers and 
flossers need regular dental 
check-ups. At the very least, 
you should see your dentist 
every six months for clean-
ings and check-ups. This 
is especially important if 
you have a history of dental 
problems, such as gingivitis 
or cavities. 

A dentist can not only re-
move calculus and check for 
cavities, but they can also 
identify possible problems 
and suggest relevant treat-
ment options.

These practices can help 
everyone achieve and main-
tain optimal dental health 
throughout their lives and 
enjoy all the benefits that 
come with it.
Dr Namrata Rupani is the 
Founder and CEO of Capture 
Life Dental Care. 

taking care of your teeth and gums is essential.

Skin cancer can easily be detected externally by regular visits 
to the dermatologist.
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The world is advanc-
ing at a furious pace. 
Today, we are liv-

ing in a world where there 
is tremendous pressure to 
perform, achieve and con-
tinuously reinvent ourselves. 
The terms ‘Quiet Quitting’, 
‘Remote Working’ and ‘The 
Great Resignation’ are on ev-
eryone’s lips. As companies 
are telling employees to get 
back to office, employees are 
going through immense cri-
ses. If one doesn’t saddle up, 
then there are a hundred oth-
ers waiting to take their place. 

There is immense peer pres-
sure and anxiety among the 
young workers, frustrated 
with a post-pandemic cul-
ture where decision makers 
are often not open to experi-
menting with new and radical 
ideas and unwilling to let the 
creativity of the younger gen-
eration flower. On the other 
hand, the older generations, 
including millennials, who 
are now in their 40s, need to 
break away from ‘old-school’ 
thinking. In fact, there is lit-
tle tolerance for the youth’s 
rapidly changing goals lead-
ing young people to anger 
and violence as they feel 

misunderstood. They have 
started breaking away from 
convention- at times only 
rebelling because they aren’t 
understood  by  their senior 
colleagues. 

Today’s youth are moving 
into radically different fields 
and earning pretty well. They 
love to spend, and rarely save 
up. For most Gen X, what 
starts as a convenience, like 
a bike, a mobile phone, a 
gaming laptop, or even eat-
ing out, gradually becomes a 
fashion statement to achieve 
one-upmanship. This kind of 
life, where one is only both-
ered about how one is seen by 
the people one is surrounded 
by, rather than what one re-
ally needs, is making people 
extremely stressed.

Ironically, this has started 
the trend in youth looking 
for spiritual practices to make 
them strong from within to 
achieve a balance and regain 
the peace of mind, body and 
spirit. Spirituality is fast be-
coming a hot draw for Gen X. 

So, what does spirituality 
and religion mean to youth? 
Most youth confuse religion 
with spirituality. Leading 
a fast life, one is looking for 

succour and peace of mind. 
This has led to resurgence of 
interest in religious practices. 
Joining a yoga or tai-chi class, 
chanting mantras and read-
ing Mythology is now seen 
as cool. This is a good thing 
as many young people have 
started questioning them-
selves and their lifestyle. They 
are choosing a minimalistic 
life and have started explor-
ing the spiritual path.

For a few, though, spirituali-
ty has become a fashion state-
ment. There are some who 
learn technique after tech-
nique, just so that they can 
stand out among their peers. 
But more often than not, Gen 
X is looking for the freedom 
to express themselves, and 

they aren’t satisfied with the 
answers that are being given 
to them. Although, whatever 
the reason to become involved 
with spiritual practices, they 
would certainly benefit- and 
eventually transform into 
sincere seekers.

Practice of religion is a pop-
ular doorway to exploration 
of spiritual life. It is ironic that 
many people ‘rediscover’ and 
return to their religion once 
they become older. Many 
millennials are getting back 
to their roots and celebrate 
religious festivals with new-
found fervour. 

All de-stressing practices 
are in a way spiritual. The 
label of spirituality gives it 
higher credibility. Today 

many young people are keen 
to learn to meditate and to 
find answers to questions 
from within themselves. 
What is really attracting 
youth is an innate desire to 
find themselves, and go be-
yond the mundane lifestyles 
that they are leading- money, 
drugs, smoking and alcohol, 
sex, gadgets, fast life and 
achievements which they 
realise, really lead nowhere. 
Thus, to de-stress, most Gen 
X are ‘Quiet Quitting’ the 
trappings of materialistic 
lifestyle and choosing a mini-
malistic spiritual life.
Deepam Chatterjee is the author 
of The Millennial Yogi, Penguin 
India. He is on Instagram @dee-
pam.chatterjee

‘QUIET QUITTING’ A 
MATERIALISTIC LIFESTYLE

SpIRITUALITY & RELIGIoN

Our life is like a lamp. Just like a lamp needs oxygen to keep 
burning, the same is with our life. If you were to be locked up 
in a glass cage, then you would be able to survive only as long 
as there is oxygen in the cage. In the same way, if you cover 
a lamp with a glass, then the lamp will burn only as long as 
there is oxygen. So there is definitely some similarity between 
a lamp and our life. That similarity is fundamental to the cel-
ebration of Diwali. It is to remind you that you too are a lamp. 
Diwali celebration has been celebrated in our country since 
time immemorial. Life is like a light, it has always been as-
sociated with light. Our soul is also a light, it has always been 
associated with light. That is why whenever someone dies, 
it is a custom to light a lamp near the head of the dead body. 
Whenever a child is born in a house, the first thing people 

do is light a lamp in the house. So the lamp has a very unique relationship with our life.

Diwali or Deepavali is the “festival of lights.” One reason why 
light is so significant in human life is the way our visual appa-
ratus is made. For other creatures, light simply means survival. 
But for a human being, light is not just about seeing or not see-
ing. The rising of light in our life signifies a new beginning and, 
above all, clarity. Most creatures exist by instinct, so they have 
no issues of confusion as to what to do or not to do. A young 
tiger never sits around and asks itself, “Will I become a good 
tiger, or will I end up as a housecat?” If it just eats well, it will 
become a good tiger.

You may be born as a human being, but to become a good 
human being, you have to do so many things. And even then, 
you still will not know where you stand. In comparison, you 
may think you are better than someone else. But by yourself, 
you do not know where you stand. Human intelligence is such 
that if you do not organize it properly, it causes more confusion and misery than those 
creatures that have a millionth of your brain will ever experience – they seem to be crystal 
clear. An earthworm or insect simply knows what to do and what not to do – a human 
being does not. It takes a certain intelligence to be confused. Human struggle is due to our 
own cerebral capability.

This holy day of Deepavali is also a reminder for us to prog-
ress from the darkness of evil to the light of goodness, and to 
awaken the god-principle within us. This is also the occasion 
when goddess Lakshmi, the goddess of prosperity, is invoked 
in our homes and within our hearts. The principle behind in-
voking Lakshmi on this day is that all the virtues such as dis-
cernment, strength, courage and many others will come to us. 
The main quality of goddess Lakshmi is wealth. This wealth 
indicated also includes the daivi-sampat (divine qualities). 
Divine wealth encompasses everything. Wealth should come 
to us as prosperity. When we become miserly, this wealth 
ceases to be prosperity. It is when it is helpful to others that 
our wealth becomes prosperity. Then it becomes as enchant-
ing as warm sunshine imbued with a heavenly fragrance; this 
is what happens when we start to have compassion. Like gold 

exuding a sweet fragrance, our lives also become precious, fragrant and beautiful.

SIGNIFICANCE oF dIwALI

Sri Sri ravi Shankar 

Sri Mata aMritanandaMayi 
devi

Sadhguru

Deepam Chatterjee

GURU SpEAK
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THANK YOU TOKYO

Star Indian javelin thrower Neeraj 
Chopra made a trip down the 
memory lane by attending the 

‘Thank You Tokyo!’ event, coming 
back to the National Stadium, a venue 
where he was pushed to stardom fol-
lowing his Tokyo Olympics 2020 gold 
medal triumph.

As per the Olympics.com, the Olym-
pic champion was in the Japanese 
capital on Sunday to attend the event, 
which was organised by the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee (IOC) in col-
laboration with the Tokyo Metropolitan 
Government and the Japanese Olympic 
Committee to commemorate the suc-
cessful hosting of the global sporting 
event last year. The people of Japan were 
also appreciated for making the event a 
huge success despite challenges posed 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Almost 
18,000 people turned out to watch the 

event, which involved a series of sports 
initiations and demonstrations from top 
athletes. The massive crowd, which had 
not turned up to stadium due to the pan-
demic, now got to see the sight of Neeraj 
storming down the runway and hurling 
a javelin once again, just like he did dur-
ing his Olympics triumph. “Had a great 

time at the #Tokyo2020 Commemora-
tion Ceremony today, and was a special 
feeling being back at the stadium where 
it all changed for me. Thank you to @
iocmedia

, @gorin and @Tokyo2020 for the in-
vite! #ThankYouTokyo #arigatouDong 
Jing ,” tweeted Neeraj.

Olympics-themed cultural activities, 
chances to get clicked with Olympians 
like Neeraj, Sydney McLaughlin, the 
women’s 400m hurdles gold medallist 
from Tokyo 2020, and women’s high 
jump silver medallist Nicola Olyslagers 
drew a heavy crowd of eager fans.

Children also got their faces, nails 
painted with Olympic colours and ex-
perienced a painting performance by 
Paralympian and artist Gregory Burns. 
Fans also tried sports like climbing, 
athletics, skateboarding, a sport that 
made its Olympic debut last year and 
breaking, which will make its Olympics 
debut in 2024 in Paris.

Star Indian javelin throw athlete 
Neeraj Chopra made history in Sep-
tember, becoming the first-ever Indian 
to win the prestigious Diamond League 
trophy, a top-tier athletics competition, 
achieving the best throw of 88.44 m to 
clinch one of the biggest wins of his ca-
reer. His best throw of 88.44 m came in 
his second attempt. 
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T20 WORLD CUP

SHOOTING

RAZA, MUZARBANI STAR AS ZIMBABWE 
HAND 31-RUN LOSS TO IRELAND

ISSF WORLD C’SHIPS: INDIA FINISHES DAY FOUR WITH 13 MEDALS

TDG NETWORK
TOKYO   

Fiery bowling spells from 
pace trio of Blessing Muzara-
bani, Richard Ngarava and 
an all-round performance 
by Sikandar Raza powered 
Zimbabwe to a 31-run win 
over Ireland in their Group B, 
round one match of ICC T20 
World Cup 2022 in Hobart on 
Monday.

Zimbabwe’s put up a clinical 
performance to tame the Irish, 
a side with a dangerous bat-
ting lineup. First, it was Raza’s 
82 off 48 that powered Zimba-
bwe to 174/7, then Muzarbani 
(3/23) was the lead act in his 
side’s success with the ball, 
restricting Ireland to 143/9 in 
20 overs. Chasing 175, Ireland 
was off to a horrendous start. 
Medium-pace duo of Richard 
Ngarava and Blessing Mu-
zarabani unleashed terror on 
Ireland, sending back Paul 
Stirling (0), Lorcan Tucker 
(11), Harry Tector (1) and 
captain Andrew Balbirnie (3) 
within a space of just 22 runs 
in 3.5 overs.

Curtis Campher and George 
Dockrell joined forces to take 
their side safely through pow-
erplay overs. At the end of the 
powerplay in six overs, Ire-
land was at 33/4, with Dock-
rell (4*) and Campher (6*).

Ireland crossed the 50-run 
mark in eight overs.

The partnership between 
the duo ended at 42 runs after 
a delivery by Sikandar Raza 
castled Dockrell’s middle 
stump. He was back in the 
pavillion for 24 off 20 balls. 
Ireland was five down for 64 

runs.
Campher and Gareth 

Delany added 27 more runs 
to the total before Sean Wil-
liams dislodged the former’s 
stumps, dismissing him for 
27 off 22 balls.

Ireland crossed the 100-run 
mark in 13.5 overs and still 
needed 75 runs in 37 balls.

Medium pacer Tendai 
Chatara strengthened Zimba-
bwe’s hold in the match, dis-
missing Delany (24) and Simi 
Singh (0) to reduce their op-
ponents to 102/8 in 14.5 overs.

Muzarabani got his third 
wicket in the match when he 
dismissed Mark Adair for 9 
off 10 balls. Ireland finished 
their innings at 143/9 in 20 
overs, losing the match by 31 
runs. Barry McCarthy (22*) 
and Joshua Little (7*) were 
unbeaten for their side.

Muzarbani (3/23) was the 
standout bowler for Zim-
babwe and troubled the op-
ponents with his line and 
length. Chatara and Ngarava 
took 2/22 each. Williams and 
Raza got one wicket each. Put 
to bat first by Ireland, pacer 

Joshua Little gave Zimbabwe 
two jolts, sending back wick-
etkeeper-batter Regis Chak-
abva (0) and Wesley Mad-
hevere (22). Skipper Craig 
Ervine was also dismissed 
by spinner Simi Singh after 
being stumped by wicket-
keeper-batter Lorcan Tucker 
for 9. Zimbabwe was reduced 
to 37/3 in 5.3 overs. After the 
powerplay, Zimbabwe was 
at 41/3 in six overs, Sikandar 
Raza (2*) and Sean Williams 
(1*).

Sean Williams and Sikandar 
Raza stabilised the innings, 
keeping the scoreboard tick-
ing. Simi got his second wicket 
in the match on the final ball 
of the 10th over when a re-
lay catch by Mark Adair and 
Harry Tector dismissed Sean 
for 12 off 11 balls. Zimbabwe 
was at 79/4 in 10 overs. Raza 
and Milton Shumba helped 
Zimbabwe cross the 100-run 
mark in 12.2 overs. Raza con-
tinued his lethal run of form, 
slamming a full-length de-
livery by Gareth Delany over 
wide long-on to bring his half-
century in just 26 balls.

The Indian Women’s 10m Air Pistol team and the 
Junior Men’s 50m Rifle 3 Positions (3P) team won a 
silver and a bronze each to help India finish compe-
tition day four of the International Shooting Sport 
Federation (ISSF) World Championship Rifle/Pistol 
campaign in Cairo, Egypt, with a total of 13 medals, 
including five gold, two silver and six bronze medals. 
They remain second in the standings behind China.
Earlier on Sunday, the Men’s 10m Air Rifle team of 
Rudrankksh Balasaheb Patil, Kiran Ankush Jadhav 

and Arjun Babuta also won India’s fifth gold of the 
championships. India’s second silver of the day and of 
the competition came when Rhythm Sangwan, Palak 
and Yuvika Tomar went down to China’s Ranxin Jiang, 
Kaiman Lu and Xue Li, 08-16 in the gold medal match.

The women shot well throughout the day, finishing 
third in qualification stage one with a score of 860 and 
then second to China in stage two with 571 points. 
In the final, China was off the blocks stronger and 
never looked back as the young Indian team settled 
for a creditable silver.

In the Junior Men’s 3P, the team of Surya Pratap 

Singh, Pankaj Mukheja and Sartaj Singh Tiwana out-
played Austria 16-4 to win the bronze medal encounter 
for India’s final medal of the day. They finished third in 
round one of qualification with 1293 points and then 
third again in round two with 860 points to reach the 
bronze play-off.

The other Indians to win medals on the day included 
Women’s 10m Air Rifle Team of Mehuli Ghosh, Elave-
nil Valarivan and Meghana Sajjanar who won bronze 
and Manvi Jain and Sameer and Payal Khatri and Sahil 
Dudhane in the 25m Standard Pistol Mixed Team 
Junior competition, where they won silver and bronze.

Star Indian javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra.

Sikandar Raza 

Special being back where it 
changed for me: Neeraj Chopra
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EIGHTH TITLE

We know how lethal 
Shami can be, you saw 
what he did: Rohit

Iga Swiatek beats Donna Vekic, 
clinches San Diego Open title

Praising the last over heroic 
of Mohammed Shami against 
Australia, India skipper Rohit 
Sharma said that he knew that 
the veteran pacer could play a 
lethal role in the match and 
wanted to give the star pacer 
the challenge to bowl last over.

A brilliant knock from KL 
Rahul and a three-wicket haul 
masterclass by Mohammed 
Shami helped India inflict a 6 
runs defeat on Australia and 
bundled out the hosts for 180 
in ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 
warm-up match here at the 
Gabba in Brisbane on Monday. 

Mohammed Shami de-
fended 11 runs in the 
final over to hand In-
dia a 6-run victory 

over Australia 
in a warm-up 

match.“Mohammed 
Shami was brilliant. 
We know how lethal 
he can be with the 
ball, and we all saw 
what happened. He is 

coming back after a long time, 
so we wanted to give him an 
over. Wanted to give him a 
challenge and let him bowl the 
final over, and you saw what 
he did,” Rohit Sharma said in 
the post-match presentation.  
Talking about India’s batting 
performance, Rohit praised 
star India batter Suryakumar 
Yadav who played a knock of 
50 runs in 33 balls. “I thought 
we batted well, towards the 
end we could have added 
10-15 runs more. We always 
want a set batter to stay till 
the end, Suryakumar Yadav 
did it, overall a great batting 
effort with a nice bounce, was 
a pitch where you can trust 
your shots. You got to be smart 
with batting on grounds 

like these. You can’t 
forget to push the 
balls into the gaps, 

scoring 8-9 

runs in an 
ove r  c a n  b e 
quite an effec-
tive plan,” the 
India skipper 
added.

World No.1 Iga Swiatek 
clinched her eighth title of 
the year on Sunday, fending 
off a brave effort by qualifier 
Donna Vekic to prevail 6-3, 
3-6, 6-0 and win the San Di-
ego Open.

Top-seeded Swiatek need-
ed 1 hour and 47 minutes to 
claim the 11th WTA singles ti-
tle of her career with her tour-
leading 64th match-win of the 
year. Swiatek was the steadier 
player in the first set, pulling 
errors from Vekic to achieve 
the only break at 4-2 en route 
to the one-set lead.

However, Vekic’s aggres-
sive attitude paid off in the 
second set as she used top-
notch backhands to force er-
rors from the World No. 1 and 
secure the sole break point of 
the match at 3-2. Vekic broke 

for 4-2, then won the ensuing 
frenetic rally with a passing 
winner to win the set.

In the end, Swiatek came 
out blasting in the third set, 
wrapping up lengthy rallies 
with point winners to clean 
through the bagel and en-
hance to 3-0 against Vekic.
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World No.1 Iga Swiatek 
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ALL-ROUND SHOW

SCOTLAND CAUSE MASSIVE UPSET, 
DEFEAT WEST INDIES BY 42 RUN
Scotland made it a second 
consecutive day of upsets at 
the ongoing ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup by registering a 
stunning 42-run victory over 
the West Indies in Hobart on 
Monday.

Opener George Munsey set 
the tone by playing a stylish 
knock of unbeaten 66 from 
just 53 deliveries as Scotland 
amassed 160/5 from their 20 
overs. Calum MacLeod (23), 
Michael Jones (20) and skip-
per Richie Berrington (16) all 
played valuable hands, but 
it was with the ball and in 
the field that the Scots really 
shone.

The West Indies couldn’t get 
a hold of Mark Watt, with the 
left-arm spinner collecting 
superb figures of 3/12 from his 
four overs, while fellow spin-
ner Michael Leask (2/15) was 
just as impressive.

And the duo were well sup-
ported by their teammates in 

the field, with Scotland hold-
ing on to some excellent out-
field catches and showing the 
rest of the world they will be 
difficult to beat at the tourna-
ment.

Nicholas Pooran’s West In-
dies were overpowered on the 
big stage and were bundled 
out for 118 in the penultimate 
over. Veteran all-rounder 

Jason Holder shone with bat 
and ball as he scored 38 and 
bagged two wickets while 
conceding just 14 runs, while 
their top-order showed some 
glimpses of promise with Kyle 
Mayers (20), Evin Lewis (14) 
and Brandon King (17) find-
ing the boundary a few times 
each.

But beyond that, there was 

not much joy, as the West 
Indies were outplayed in all 
aspects of the game by a Scot-
land side that were on a mis-
sion.

Brief score: Scotland 160/5 
(George Munsey 66*, Calum 
MacLeod 23; Jason Holder 
2-14) vs West Indies 118 (Ja-
son Holder 38, Kyle Mayers 
20; Mark Watt 3-12). 
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SUCCESSFUL BID

QATAR TO HOST AFC ASIAN CUP 2023, 
INDIA SHORTLISTED FOR 2027 EDITION
The Asian Football Confed-
eration (AFC) announced on 
Monday that Qatar will host 
the Asian Cup 2023 in place 
of the tournament’s original 
hosts, China. Qatar became 
the new host after beating 
off competition from South 
Korea and Indonesia. The an-
nouncement came after China 
withdrew earlier this year be-
cause of its ‘zero-Covid’ policy.

“The Asian Football Con-
federation (AFC) executive 
committee on Monday con-
firmed that the Qatar Foot-
ball Association (QFA) is the 
host association for the AFC 
Asian Cup 2023,” AFC said 
in a statement.

The continental champion-
ships were awarded to China 
in 2019 but the Asian country 
relinquished the rights earlier 
this year as it pursued a zero-
COVID policy. The competi-
tion was scheduled to take 
place in 10 Chinese cities be-
tween June 16 and July 16 of 

the next year.
“Chairing the 11th AFC 

Executive Committee meet-
ing, AFC President Shaikh 
Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khal-
ifa congratulated the QFA on 
their successful bid and also 
conveyed the appreciation 
of the Asian football family 
to the Football Association 
of Indonesia (PSSI) and the 
Korea Football Association 
(KFA) for their commend-
able proposals,” the statement 
further read. “On behalf of the 

AFC and the Asian football 
family, I want to congratulate 
the Qatar Football Association 
on being awarded the hosting 
rights of the upcoming edition 
of the AFC Asian Cup. We 
must also thank the Football 
Association of Indonesia and 
the Korea Football Associa-
tion for outlining their inten-
tions to stage the tournament. 
Qatar’s capabilities and track 
record in hosting major in-
ternational sporting events 
and their meticulous atten-

tion to detail are well admired 
throughout the globe. I must 
also commend the AFC for 
showcasing utmost profes-
sionalism in conducting a fair 
and transparent expedited 
bidding process and I thank 
all our commercial partners 
and sponsors for their pa-
tience during these unprece-
dented times,” AFC President 
Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim 
Al Khalifa said in an official 
statement released by AFC.

“Given the short lead time 
in preparation, we know that 
the hard work begins imme-
diately but with their existing 
world-class infrastructure 
and unrivalled hosting ca-
pabilities, we are confident 
that Qatar will stage a worthy 
spectacle befitting the prestige 
and stature of Asia’s crown 
jewel,” he further added.

Qatar are the reigning AFC 
Asian Cup champions and 
will be hosting the continent’s 
most prestigious men’s tour-
nament for the third time af-
ter staging the 1988 and 2011 
editions.
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INTERVIEW

I AM PREPARING HARD FOR PARIS AND ASIAN GAMES: BHAVANI DEVI
Her fencing at the Tokyo 
Olympics will always be 
counted as an epic day in 
India’s sports as the nation 
made it’s debut in a disci-
pline that has been show-
cased at the Summer Games 
since 1896. She made the 
golden chance count after 
coming close to qualifying 
for the Rio Olympics in 2016. 
She didn’t leave any stone 
unturned and eventually 
rose to success in domestic 
circuit before winning a 
bronze medal at the 2009 
Commonwealth Fencing 
Championships, her first 
international medal. Cha-
dalavada Anandha Sundh 
Bhavani aka C.A. Bhavani 
Devi is the first Indian to win 
a silver medal at the Asian 
Championships and is also 
the first from the nation to 

win the Commonwealth 
Championships, registering 
her victory at the 2019 edi-
tion in Canberra, Australia.

We spoke to her exclu-
sively at a sports event held 

recently in Delhi, below are 
the excerpts.

Q. How are the preparations 
going on for Asian games and 
Paris Olympics 2020?

A. Yes, it’s going very well. 

I’m preparing very hard 
for the Paris and the Asian 
Games. Learning new tech-
niques, new strategies, 
drawing lessons from the 
past matches and amending 
the game as required.

Q. So did you make any 
amendments or any kind of stra-
tegical changes in your game, if 
your coach has suggested some?

A. Yes, definitely we have to 
change according to our op-
ponent style of playing.  So 
we are working on that and 
definitely I cannot reveal all 
our amendments and all our 
strategies, but I need some 
more time to adapt with my 
new coach, so it’s going well.

Q. This name ‘Bhavani’ suits 
you so much. A synonym to 
Hindu goddess Durga. Do you 
feel that power. You are a fencer, 
an individual identity of yours, 
whom would you like to give the 
credit?

A. Yes, definitely infact 
my name was kept on her 
name only. It’s a symbolic 
of women power.  I love 
playing sports and my fam-
ily has been supporting me 
throughout and they have 
supported me tremendously 
more than anyone else. Cred-
it definitely goes to them. So 
I think it’s because of the 
strength and motivation I 
get from them has always 
pushed me to keep walk-
ing, playing and achieving. 
Whatever I could do it’s be-
cause of them only.

Q. Bhavani, who has been 
your inspiration in your sport, 
and I mean from others also.

A. My inspiration is Mariel 
Leigh Zagunis from USA 
in fencing. In other sports. 
I follow Sachin, Sania and 
currently Neeraj Chopra a 
lot. So everyone is inspiring 
and motivating us to achieve 

better results.
Q. In India when it comes to 

fencing we can only remember 
your name. We can’t see more 
names apart from you. Can you 
quote some particular reason?

A. Actually everyone came 
to know about fencing af-
ter I qualified for the Tokyo 
Olympics. So I think right 
now we are getting support 
from the government, from 
the private organizations. So 
I’m sure in the near future 
we will see more emerging 
champions from fencing.

Q. So have you qualified for 
the Paris Olympics and Asian 
Games, or are you still to give 
the trials in the month of March?

A. Yes, for Paris we have 
a qualification for one year 
which will start from next 
year. For Asian Games, 
I think we will have the 
qualification in the month of 
March next year.

C.A. Bhavani Devi 
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WARM-UP MATCH

SHAMI’S SPELL, RAHUL’S MASTERCLASS 
HELP INDIA DEFEAT AUSTRALIA BY 6 RUNS
A brilliant knock from KL Ra-

hul and a three-wicket haul 
masterclass by Mohammed 

Shami helped India inflict a 6 runs 
defeat on Australia and bundled 
out hosts for 180 in ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup warm-up match here at 
the Gabba in Brisbane on Monday.

For India, Mohammed Shami 
bagged a stunning three-wicket haul 
while veteran pacer Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar scalped two wickets. For 
Australia, Aaron Finch played the 
captain’s knock of 76 runs off 54 
while Mitchell Marsh scored 35 off 
18. Chasing a target of 187, Australia 
got off to a good start as their open-
ers Aaron Finch and Mitchell Marsh 
gathered 52 runs in five overs with-
out losing a wicket. The 64 runs 
partnership stand for the first wicket 
was broken as Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
delivered a big blow to Australia dis-
missing Marsh for 35 off 18.

Marsh’s wicket invited Steven 
Smith to the crease. In the 10th over 
of the innings, Finch and Smith 
hammered Harshal Patel for 15 runs.

In the 11th over Yuzvendra Chahal 
broke the Australian momentum as 
he removed Smith for 11 off 12. Aus-
tralia’s star all-rounder Glenn Max-

well then came out to bat.
Maxwell slammed Chahal for 

15 runs while hammering back-
to-back two fours in the 13th over 
of the match. Finch in lethal form 
destroyed Arshdeep Singh as he 
slammed the Indian bowler for 17 
runs in the 14th over of the innings. 
Finch also brought up his fifty while 
hammering Indian bowlers all 
around the ground. At this point, no 
Indian bowlers were able to restrict 
Australian batters from smashing 
runs.

Experience pacer Bhuvneshwar 
gave his team a big breakthrough as 
he dismissed Maxwell for 23 runs off 

16 balls. In the last three overs, Aus-
tralia needed 29 runs to win.

Harshal Patel was brought back 
into the attack and he proved his 
captain’s decision right as he re-
moved well-set batter Finch for 79 
off 54 in the 19th over of the innings. 
The Australian captain’s knock was 
decorated with seven fours and three 
sixes. At the same over Tim David 
was run out by Virat Kohli.

In the penultimate over Austra-
lia needed 11 runs to win and Virat 
Kohli displayed his fine fielding as 
he took a one-handed catch of Pat 
Cummins. On the very next ball of 
the over Ashton Agar was run out 

without opening his tally. On the fifth 
delivery of the over Shami bowled 
out Josh Inglis for one run and bun-
dled out the hosts for 180. Shami de-
livered a stunning last-over spell of 2, 
2, W W W W, helping India to defeat 
Australia by 6 runs.

Earlier, KL Rahul smashed 57 off 
33 while Suryakumar Yadav scored 
50 off 33 to guide Men in Blue to a 
total of 186/7. For Australia Kane 
Richardson scalped stunning four 
wickets while Glenn Maxwell and 
Ashton Agar bagged one wicket 
each. Put to bat first, India got off 
to a decent start as their opener KL 
Rahul hammered Australian bowl-
ers all around the ground, smashing 
56 runs in just 5 overs of the innings. 
While smashing Australian bowlers 
Rahul brought up his half-century in 
27 balls. Skipper Rohit Sharma also 
shifted gears and Glenn Maxwell for 
a six and a four in the sixth over of the 
innings. At the end of the powerplay, 
Team India’s score read 69/0.

In the 8th over of the innings, 
Maxwell provided his team with a 
big breakthrough as he dismissed 
blistering batter Rahul for 57 off 33 
deliveries. Rahul’s wicket invited in-
form batter Virat Kohli to the crease.

Ashton Agar then provided his 
team with a big wicket of India cap-

tain Rohit as the batter tried to pull 
a deep mid-wicket shot but handed 
an easy catch to Maxwell in the 9th 
over of the innings. The India captain 
departed after scoring 15 runs in 14 
deliveries. After 10 overs of the play, 
India’s score read 89/2.

New batter Suryakumar Yadav 
and Kohli joined hands to slam 
Australian bowlers for boundar-
ies while taking singles at regular 
intervals. Kohli’s stint on the crease 
was cut short as he was dismissed 
by Mitchell Starc after scoring for 19 
from 13 balls.

Hardik Pandya then came out to 
bat on the crease, but the latter could 
not do much as he departed after just 
scoring two runs on the delivery of 
Kane Richardson. India kept los-
ing wickets at regular intervals as 
the batters struggled to play against 
Australian bowlers after 10 overs.

Dinesh Karthik then came out to 
bat. Karthik tried to pull a shot but it 
went straight to the fielder stationed 
at deep mid-wicket on the delivery 
of Richardson. Karthik departed 
after playing a cameo of 20 runs in 
14 delivery. However, Suryakumar 
continued the carnage on the Aus-
tralian bowlers as he hammered Pat 
Cummins for 14 runs in the 18th over 
of the innings. 
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Qatar to host AFC Asian Cup 2023.

India’s KL Rahul plays a shot during an ICC Men’s T20 World Cup Warm-up 
Match between India and Australia, at The Gabba, in Brisbane on Monday. 

Mohammed Shami 


