
The National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) 
on early Tuesday car-

ried out searches at 52 loca-
tions across Punjab, Hary-
ana, Rajasthan, Delhi and 
the National Capital Region 
(NCR) to dismantle and dis-
rupt the nexus between ter-
rorists, gangsters and drug 
smugglers based in India and 
abroad. Sources said NIA ar-
rested 2 persons-Raju Basodi 
from Haryana’s Sonipat and 
Asif Khan, an advocate, in 
Delhi. 

Separate teams of NIA in 
coordination with state police 
forces conducted these raids 

simultaneously at certain lo-
cations of the gangsters based 
on specific inputs, a source 
privy to the development told 
The Daily Guardian.  

During today’s searches, 
five pistols and revolvers 
were seized, along with am-
munition, which includes 
a cache of four pistols from 
the house of Asif Khan, an 
advocate, a residence of 
Gautam Vihar, Usmanpur 
in North East Delhi, said the 
agency, adding, “he was con-
nected with many gangsters 
in Haryana and Delhi.”

Apart from these, incrimi-
nating documents, digital 
devices, details about benami 
property possessed through 
proceeds of crime, cash, gold 

bars and gold jewellery from 
Khurja, Bulandshahar (UP), 
and threat letters were also 
seized by the NIA.

In Haryana’s Sonipat, the 
NIA raided the premises of 
Raju Basodi and Akshay Pal-
da. Both have been accused of 
carrying out more than two 
dozen severe criminal inci-
dents in North India, said 
the NIA.  

The NIA officials also 
searched the Kaman-hill 
area in Rajasthan’s Bharat-
pur along with local police, 
as per the information.  Two 
separate teams are searched 
for illegal weapons and gang-
sters in Sanvaler and Moong-
ska, as well as in the nearby 
forest areas.

This was the second round 
of raids and searches con-
ducted by the NIA as part of 
its crackdown on top gang-
sters, their criminal and 
business associates based 
in north Indian states. On 
12 September, the NIA had 
conducted similar searches 
at 50 locations in Punjab, 
Haryana, Rajasthan, Delhi 
and NCR region.

The NIA crackdown fol-
lowed the launch of inves-
tigations against this nexus 
by the anti-terror agency 
after the re-registration of 
two cases, earlier registered 
by Delhi Police, on 26 Au-
gust this year. A few of the 
most desperate gang leaders 
and their associates based in 

India and abroad, who are 
spearheading and carrying 
out such terror and criminal 
activities were identified and 
booked.

“The recent sensational 
crimes and extortion calls 
by criminal syndicates and 
gangsters to businessmen, 
professionals including doc-
tors etc., had created a wide-
spread scare among the peo-
ple,” the NIA had said earlier. 

“These gangs were using 
cyber-space to publicise 
these crimes to create terror 
among the public at large.” 

The NIA investigations also 
revealed that such criminal 
acts were not isolated local 
incidents but there was a 
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Coordinated strategy 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah attends the 90th Interpol General 

Assembly meeting, in New Delhi on Tuesday. ANi

mAjor crAckdowN 

NeutrAl veNue NortheAst delhI vIoleNce

Threat of terrorism global, 
response to it cannot be 
local: PM Modi 

INdIA woN’t plAy IN 
pAkIstAN for AsIA cup 2023

‘Inescapable conclusion’: 
HC dismisses Umar’s bail 
plea in Delhi riots case

This is the second such raids by the National Investigation Agency 
aiming at disrupting infrastructure of gangsters, drug smugglers. Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi on Tuesday called for 
an enhanced global coopera-
tion to defeat the threats of 
terrorism, stating that there 
could be no safe havens for 
the perpetrators of such of-
fences.

While inaugurating the 
four-day 90th Interpol Gen-
eral Assembly meet here, the 
Prime Minister said the cor-
rupt, terrorists, drug cartels, 
poaching gangs or organised 
crime cannot have any safe 
haven and the Interpol can 
help by speeding up the pro-
cess of issuing Red Corner 
Notices against offenders. 
“When threats are global, 
the response cannot be just 
local. It is high time that the 
world came together to defeat 

these threats,” Modi said. At 
a time when nations and soci-
eties were becoming inward-
looking, India called for more 
international cooperation, 
the Prime Minister added. 

He also emphasized how 
India is calling for enhanced 
global cooperation and added 
that global cooperation for lo-
cal welfare is our call.

Asian Cricket Council presi-
dent Jay Shah on Tuesday 
said that Team India will 
not travel to Pakistan for the 
Asia Cup 2023 and the pres-
tigious tournament will be 
held at a neutral venue. 

Flagship tournaments are 
supposed to be held in Paki-
stan as the Asian giants will 
host the forthcoming edi-
tion of the Asia Cup in 2023 
followed by the 2025 ICC 
Champions Trophy. 

BCCI secretary on Tuesday 
completely dismissed the 

speculations of Team India 
travelling to Pakistan for the 
event and said that the Asia 
Cup will be held at a neutral 
venue. 
“We will have Asia Cup 
2023 at a neutral venue. It’s 
the government which de-
cides over the permission of 
the team visiting Pakistan so 
we won’t comment on that 
but for the 2023 Asia Cup 
it’s decided that the tourna-
ment will be held at some 
neutral venue,” Jay Shah 
told reporters after the 91st 
Annual General Meeting 
of the Board of Control for 

coNgress 
releAses 
fIrst lIst for 
hImAchAl
Shimla: The Congress 
on Tuesday declared its 
first list of 46 candi-
dates for the upcoming 
assembly elections 
in the state with party 
fielding senior leaders 
including Kaul Singh 
Thakur, Sukhwinder 
Singh Sukhu, mukesh 
agnihotri, asha Kumari 
and Chander Kumar. 
Vikramaditya Singh, son 
of former chief minister 
Virbhadra Singh, has 
again been fielded 
from Shimla Rural. The 
party has fielded sitting 
19 mlas from their 
traditional seats in the 
first list. The polling for 
the 68-member him-
achal Pradesh assembly 
will take place on 12 
November. The senior 
leaders, including chief 
ministerial aspirants, 
have also been fielded 
from their traditional 
seats.

pm to vIsIt 
AyodhyA oN 
dIwAlI eve
New Delhi: Prime 
minister Narendra modi 
will have a jam-packed 
schedule this festive sea-
son with back-to-back 
visits to Gujarat, Uttara-
khand and Uttar Pradesh 
which will include a visit 
to ayodhya on the eve 
of Diwali. The Prime 
minister’s visits would 
cover sectors such as 
education, environment, 
spiritual heritage, sports, 
roads, ropeways, temple 
rejuvenation, tourism, 
lighthouse, liFe, infra-
structure, and industries. 

top of the day

The Delhi High Court on 
Tuesday dismissed the bail 
plea of Umar Khalid ac-
cused in a larger conspiracy 
case related to the Northeast 
Delhi riots of February 2020. 
In its damning observations, 
the court reached an “ines-
capable conclusion” that alle-
gations against the appellant 
are “prima facie true”. “Thus, 
Umar’s application seeking 
regular bail is rejected,” the 
special bench comprising 

justices Siddharth Mridul 
and Rajanish Bhatnagar said. 

Former JNU student leader 
Umar Khalid had challenged 
the trial court order of 24 
March 2022, denying him 
bail in the matter. The order 
was reserved on 9 September. 
Omar has been booked un-
der the stringent anti-terror 
law UAPA. He was arrested 
on 13 September 2020. He 
has been in custody since 
then.

The name of the Umar 
finds recurring mention 
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delAyed further 

ANguIsh over deAth cleAr vIsIoN 

‘cANNot dIrect’ IN mAdhyA prAdesh 

report tAbled 

ANother exteNsIoN to 
frAme rules for cAA

helIcopter 
crAsh IN 
kedArNAth 
kIlls 7

India’s strong message to China on 
LAC as Xi Jinping set for third term

It’s for Parliament to 
frame law on Uniform 
Civil Code: Centre tells SC

oN suspIcIoN of robbINg phoNe, boy 
huNg INsIde well As puNIshmeNt

On Jayalalithaa death, 
Commission calls for 
probe against Sasikala 

The Centre on Tuesday granted an extension for the seventh 
time from the Parliamentary Committees on Subordinate 
Legislation in the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha to frame 
the rules for the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA), 2019, 
said sources.  

The time to frame CAA rules has been extended till 31 De-
cember this year by the Parliamentary Committees on Subor-
dinate Legislation in the Rajya Sabha, and till 9 
January 2023, by the Parliamentary Committees 

The death toll in the helicop-
ter crash near Kedarnath in 
Uttarakhand on Tuesday 
rose to seven. The incident 
took place around 11:40 am 
when the chopper was head-
ing towards Guptkashi. 
“Seven people died in the 
crash. The incident took 
place around 11:40 am. The 
chopper took place from Ke-
darnath and was heading to-
wards Guptkashi. The cause 
of the accident will be known 
after a proper investigation,’ 
said C Ravi Shankar, CEO of 
Uttarakhand Civil Aviation 
Development Authority.

The Uttarakhand Police and 
teams of the National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) have 
reached the spot where the 

Amid the message that Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping in his third term will 
continue to pursue a hardline policy 
with India, External Affairs Minister S 

Jaishankar on Tuesday sent out a strong 
signal to Beijing, reiterating that nor-
malcy in the India and China ties can 
be restored only if there is peace and 
tranquility in the border areas. “Peace 
and tranquility in the border areas 
clearly remains the basis for normal 

relations,” Jaishankar said while ad-
dressing a conference organised by the 
Center for Contemporary China Stud-
ies (CCCS). He further added that the 
tensions in the border areas were “mis-
chievously conflated” with solving the 

The Centre on Tuesday told 
the Supreme Court that it 
could not direct Parliament 
to frame or enact any law on 
Uniform Civil Code in the 
country. 

The Ministry of Law and 
Justice in its affidavit stated 

that the matter of policy is for 
the elected representatives of 
the people to decide and no 
direction in this regard can be 
issued by the Centre. “It is for 
the legislature to enact or not 
to enact a piece of legislation,” 
the ministry told the apex 
court.  The affidavit was filed 
on a plea of advocate Ashwini 

A nine-year-old boy was hung 
inside a well in Chhatarpur, 
Madhya Pradesh as punish-
ment for allegedly stealing a 
mobile phone. The shocking 
incident has been caught on 
camera and the purported 
clip has gone viral on social 
media. 

Additional Superinten-
dent of Police (ASP) Vikram 

Singh said, “A man lodged a 
complaint that his son was 
forcibly hung inside a well 
by a person of the same 
village who suspected the 
minor of stealing a mobile 
phone. Family members of 
the child shot a video of the 
incident as well.” 
“As soon as we received 
the complaint, our person-
nel immediately reached 
the spot. We registered a 

Arumughaswamy Commis-
sion of Inquiry constituted 
to probe the death of former 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 

and AIADMK leader J Jaya-
lalithaa has called for an in-
vestigation against Sasikala, 
among three others. The re-
port of the Arumugasamy 
Inquiry Committee, which 
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Need coNcerted efforts 

pAkIstAN sIleNt oN extrAdItIoN 
of dAwood, hAfIz sAyeed 
New Delhi: Pakistan top investigative agency chief on 
Tuesday refused to answer tough questions over under-
world don Dawood Ibrahim and 26/11 Mumbai attacks 
mastermind Hafiz Sayeed, both of whom are among ter-
rorists most wanted by Indian security agencies. Direc-
tor-General of the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA), 
Mohsin Butt, who is part of a two-member delegation 
from Islamabad who is in the national capital to partici-
pate in the Interpol General Assembly refused to make 
any comments on the whereabouts of Dawood and Hafiz 
Sayeed who are believed to have been provided sanctuary 
by Pakistan. Butt refused to comment on the question over 
whether Pakistan will hand over Dawood Ibrahim and the 
Lashkar-e-Taiba chief Hafiz Saeed to India.
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It’s for pArlIAmeNt to frAme lAw oN 
uNIform cIvIl code: ceNtre tells sc

oN suspIcIoN of robbINg phoNe, boy 
huNg INsIde well As puNIshmeNt

Upadhyay 
seeking uniformi-
ty in the personal 
laws regulating 

succession, inheritance, adop-
tion, marriage, divorce, main-
tenance and alimony. 

The Centre while seeking 
dismissal of the plea said, “It 
is settled position of law as 

has been held in a catena 
of judgements by this court 
that under our constitutional 
scheme, Parliament exercises 
sovereign power to enact laws 
and no outside power or au-
thority can issue a direction 
to enact a particular piece of 
legislation.” 

It further said that Article 

44 of the Indian Constitution 
is a directive principle requir-
ing State to endeavour to se-
cure a Uniform Civil Code 
for all citizens. The minis-
try said that Article 44 is 
to strengthen the “Secular 
Democratic Republic” object 
as enshrined in the Constitu-
tion’s Preamble. 

case under 
section 308 and 
SC/ST act,” ASP 
Singh said. 

Meanwhile, a boy who 
shot the video of the inci-
dent claimed that he was 

thrashed by police for cap-
turing the video. The police 
slapped and beat him with 
slippers, he alleged. 

ASP Singh, however, de-
nied any such incident that 
occurred into the matter.

“If any family member 
lodged a complaint or any 
matter related to it comes 
to our notice, then surely it 
would be investigated and 
action will be taken,” the po-
lice official said.

on Subor-
dinate Leg-

islation in the Lok 
Sabha. The Parlia-
mentary Commit-

tees gave their nod another 
time to extend rules for the 
CAA taking cognizance of a 
request made by the Ministry 
of Home Affairs as the earlier 
extension ended on 9 October. 

The Citizenship Amend-
ment Act was passed by 
Parliament on 11 December 
2019, and the Presidential 
approval came the next day. 
In January 2020, the Min-
istry notified that the Act 
would come into force from 
10 January 2020, but it later 
requested the Parliamentary 
Committees in the Rajya Sab-
ha and the Lok Sabha to give 

it some more time to imple-
ment rules as the country was 
going through its worst ever 
health crisis due to Covid-19 
pandemic. 

Earlier, the MHA had 
sought time from the Par-
liamentary Committees for 
similar extensions six times. 
The first extension was grant-
ed in June 2020 for notifying 
CAA rules. 

The legislation, which 
grants citizenship to ille-
gal immigrants belonging 
to Hindu, Jain, Sikh, Parsi, 
Christian and Buddhist 
communities from Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Afghanistan, 
was passed by Parliament 
amid vehement criticism 
from the Opposition that 
pointed out the communal 

agenda behind the law as it 
conspicuously left out Mus-
lims. 

The legislation has been 
interpreted in conjunction 
with repeated assertions by 
Home Minister Amit Shah 

-before the Act was passed 
-that there would be a nation-
wide exercise to prepare the 
National Register of Indian 
Citizens (NRC) to identify il-
legal immigrants. This was 
interpreted as a project to 
disenfranchise Muslims. 
While nationwide protests 
were seen following the pas-
sage of the law, and multiple 
states have announced they 
would not implement the law. 

However, the law is yet to be 
implemented as rules under 
the CAA are yet to be framed.

question related to the 
boundary from time 

to time. “From time to time, 
this has been mischievously 
conflated with the sorting 

out of the boundary question,” he said.
With Chinese President Xi Jinping al-

most certain to get a third term, Beijing 
is signaling the intention to continue its 
policy of muscle-flexing and pushing 
assertive agenda across various geog-
raphies including Indo-Pacific, Indian 
Ocean Region, Line of Actual Control 
(LAC). Amid all the messaging like this 
from China, Jaishankar’s statements are 
being viewed by diplomats as India’s re-
sponse to Beijing. “The much-needed 
and timely message that Jaishankar has 
successfully sent out from the forum of 
CCCS is that India will continue to be as 
firm as it was before on the demand for 
restoration of status quo ante of April 
2020 on LAC, no matter how aggres-
sive policy China is going to pursue 
under Xi’s third term,” say diplomats 
who are keeping a close watch over 
the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 
Congress discussions in Beijing. “The 
restoration of status quo ante of April 
2020 along LAC in Ladakh is the basis 
for normalcy in relation that EAM has 
referred to,” says a diplomat.

Only two weeks ago, IAF Chief Air 
Chief Marshal VR Chaudhary made 
it clear saying that the situation on the 
LAC in Ladakh can be considered nor-
mal only if there is a return to status 
quo ante and withdrawal of Chinese 
troops at all friction points. He more 

elaborately said that “the benchmark 
for the situation to become normal in 
eastern Ladakh would be to return to 
the status quo ante prior to the stand-
off and a complete withdrawal of troops 
from all friction points”.

So, now amid the CCP’s National 
Party Congress in Beijing that began 
16 October, Jaishankar came out with 
a similar strong message for the Chi-
nese government against the backdrop 
of the dragging military standoff in 
Ladakh sector. Jaishankar has main-
tained in recent months that the over-
all relationship with China cannot 
be normalized till there is peace and 
tranquility on the LAC. At the same 
time, China has been of the view that 
the border row must not be allowed to 
affect ties between the two countries. 
Jaishankar’s emphasis on resolution 
of the border row as a mandatory step 
towards restoring normalcy in ties is in 
fact a clear rejection of the Chinese pro-
posal. According to sources, the Indian 
ambassador to China has been asked 
to communicate New Delhi’s message 
regarding “the border expectations” to 
Jinping and other foreign ministry and 
defence officials  in Beijing immediately 
after the CCP meeting concludes.

Meanwhile, Jaishankar further 
said, that India must prepare to “com-
pete more effectively, especially in 
our immediate periphery”. On the 
international stage, building deeper 
relationships and promoting a bet-
ter understanding of India’s interests 
strengthens the country, he added. 

“Peace and tranquillity in the border ar-
eas clearly remain the basis for normal 
relations. From time to time, this has 
been mischievously conflated with the 
sorting out of the boundary question,” 
Jaishankar said.
“The truth is that the prerequisite has 
been and remains one much more 
modest; and even that was breached in 
2020,” he said, referring to the mass-
ing of troops on the LAC by China and 
attempts to alter the status quo in the 
border areas.

India’s search for a “more balanced 
and stable relationship” with China 
stretches across “multiple domains 
and many options”. He said: “Given the 
developments of 2020, they obviously 
focus on an effective defence of the bor-
der. This was notably undertaken even 
in the midst of Covid.”

Noting that the two countries must 
display the willingness to take a long-
term view of their ties, he said: “Estab-
lishing a modus vivendi between India 
and China after 2020 is not easy. Yet, it 
is a task that cannot be set aside. And 
this can only become sustainable on 
the basis of three mutuals: mutual re-
spect, mutual sensitivity and mutual 
interest.”

He added, “The last few years have 
been a period of serious challenge, 
both for the relationship and for the 
prospects of the continent. The con-
tinuation of the current impasse will 
not benefit either India or China. New 
normals of posture will inevitably lead 
to new normals of responses.”

“This is a 
call for universal 
cooperation to 
make the world a 

better place. India is one of 
the top contributors to the 
UN Peacekeeping Operations. 
From climate targets to Covid 
vaccines, India has shown the 
willingness to take the lead in 

any crisis,” PM Modi added 
further.

Praising the role of Interpol, 
the Prime Minister said, “In 
upholding diversity and de-
mocracy, India is a case study 
for the world. Over the last 99 
years, Interpol has connected 
police organizations globally 
in 195 countries. This is de-

spite differences in the legal 
framework.” 

The four-day event will cul-
minate on October 21 and is 
witnessing participation by 
delegations from 195 Interpol 
member countries compris-
ing of ministers, police chiefs 
of countries, heads of nation-
al central bureaus, and senior 

police officers. The Interpol 
General Assembly meeting is 
taking place in India after a 
gap of about 25 years - it was 
last held in 1997. The Gen-
eral Assembly is Interpol’s 
supreme governing body, 
comprising representatives 
from 195 member countries 
that meet annually. 

Another extension to frame 
rules for CAA

India’s strong message to China 
on LAC as Xi set for third term

threAt of terrorIsm globAl, respoNse  
to It cANNot be locAl: pm modI 

‘Inescapable conclusion’: 
HC dismisses Umar’s bail 
plea in Delhi riots case

from the 
beginning of the 
conspiracy till 
the culmination 

of the ensuing riots. Ad-
mittedly, he was a member 
of the WhatsApp group of 
Muslim students of JNU.  He 
participated in various meet-
ings at Jantar Mantar, Jang-
pura Office, Shaheen Bagh, 
Seelampur, Jaffrabad and 
Indian Social Institute on 
various dates, the Court said. 
The cumulative statement of 
the protected witnesses indi-
cates the presence and active 
involvement of the appellant 
in the protests, engineered 
against the CAA/NRC, the 
court added 

The Delhi high court fur-
ther said that admittedly 
these protests metamor-
phosed into violent riots in 
February 2020, which be-
gan by firstly choking pub-
lic roads, then violently and 

designedly attacking police-
men and random members 
of the public, whereat fire-
arms, acid bottles, stones 
etc. were used, resulting in 
the admitted and sad loss 
of 53 precious lives and the 
destruction of property 
worth several Crores.  These 
protests & riots prima-facie 
seem to be orchestrated at 
the conspiratorial meetings 
held from December, 2019 
till February, 2020. 

The weapons used, the 
manner of attack and the re-
sultant deaths destruction 
caused indicates that it was 
pre-planned.  Acts which 
threaten the unity and in-
tegrity of India and cause 
friction in communal har-
mony and creates terror in 
any section of the people, by 
disturbing the social-fabric 
is also a priori a terrorist act, 
the court added 

The court also added, “The 

protest planned was «not a 
typical protest» normal 
in political culture or de-
mocracy but one far more 
destructive and injurious 
geared towards extremely 
grave consequences. Thus, 
as per the pre-meditated 
plan there was an intention-
al blocking of roads to cause 
inconvenience and disrup-
tion of the essential services 
to the life of community re-
siding in North-East Delhi, 
creating thereby panic and 
an alarming sense of inse-
curity.” 
“The attack on police per-
sonnel by women protest-
ers in front only followed by 
other ordinary people and 
engulfing the area into a riot 
is the epitome of such pre-
mediated plan and as such 
the same would prima facie 
be covered by the definition 
of  terrorist act” the court 
said 

helicopter 
crashed.  

The Directorate 
General of Civil 

Aviation (DGCA) also or-
dered a detailed probe into 
the crash of a helicopter near 
Kedarnath in Uttarakhand. 
According to DGCA, Aryan 
Aviation Bell-407 helicopter 
VT-RPN with five passengers 

took off from Kedarnathji 
Dham for GuptKashi. 

The weather was cloudy 
over Garud Chatti. In a val-
ley near Garud Chatti, a loud 
noise was heard and the heli-
copter caught fire. This is for 
the present information. 

Uttarakhand Chief Min-
ister Pushkar Singh Dhami 
expressed condolences and 

said that a detailed inquiry 
has been ordered into this 
tragic incident.  “Very sad 
news has been received about 
the casualties of some people 
in the unfortunate helicop-
ter crash at Garuda Chatti 
near Kedarnath. The SDRF 
and district administration 
teams have reached the spot 
for relief and rescue work. 

Cricket in India (BCCI) was held on Tues-
day in Mumbai. 
“The venue for the 2025 Championship trophy is 
still to be decided, we will comment on that when it 
is decided. We are getting good earnings from our 

Media rights. Our motive is domestic players should get more 
benefits as our earnings are increasing,” he added. 

Only the Asia Cup continental tournament and ICC events 
bring the longtime rivals together. Since they last competed 
in a bilateral series, it had been over ten years. India, a former 
global champion, last travelled to Pakistan in 2008 to com-
pete in the Asia Cup. 

probed the death of 
former Tamil Nadu 

Chief Minister and AIAD-
MK leader Jayalalithaa, was 
tabled in the State Assembly 

on Tuesday. 
The Commission concluded that Sasi-

kala, Jayalalithaa’s personal Doctor K.S. 
Sivakumar, then Health Secretary Rad-
hakrishnan, C.Vijayabaskar who was 
health Minister are found to be at fault 
and an investigation is to be ordered.

Earlier in August, the single-member 
commission of retired Justice Arumu-
gasamy, appointed to probe J Jayala-
lithaa’s death, submitted its report to 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin 
at the Secretariat after five years. 

After the demise of Jayalalithaa in 
December 2016, full-scale politics 
erupted over the cause of her death 
and the medical procedures fol-
lowed during her hospitalisation. 

Former Tamil Nadu chief minister O 
Pannerselvam had requested a probe 
into her death. This led to the forma-
tion of the Arumughaswamy Commis-
sion. 

The Commission was assigned to 
enquire into the circumstances, health 

condition and situation leading to the 
hospitalisation of the late Chief Minis-
ter J Jayalalitha on 22 September 2016 
and subsequent treatment provided till 
her unfortunate demise on 5 December 
2016. 

Aarumugasami has filed his 608 pag-
es final report in Tamil and 500 pages 
report in English. Over 159 witnesses in 
relation to Jayalalithaa have appeared 
before Arumughaswamy Commis-
sion and have put forward their points 
of view. 

Notably, Arumughaswamy Commis-
sion commenced its investigation in 
November 2017 with many hearings of 
close aides of Jayalalithaa and doctors 
who provided treatment, then Tamil 
Nadu Health Minister Vijayabhakar, 
then Health Secretary Radhakrishnan, 
then Finance Minister of Tamil Nadu 
and AIADMK senior leader O Panner-
selvam.

deep-rooted conspiracy amongst terrorists, 
gangsters and drug smuggling cartels and 

networks, who were operating from both within 
and outside the country. 

“Many gang leaders and members had fled from 
India and were now operating from foreign countries, includ-
ing Pakistan, Canada, Malaysia and Australia,” said the NIA 
when it first time carried out a mega raid against such gangs. 

NIA sources told The Daily Guardian, many gang leaders 
and members had fled from India and were now operating 
from foreign countries, including Pakistan, Canada, Malaysia 
and Australia,

on the radar

RAHIL NORA CHOPRA

New shelter 
for coNgress 
The Congress party 
will inaugurate its new 
office at 9A Kotla Road 
in Delhi on the occa-
sion of former Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi’s 
105th birth anniversary. 
According to the sourc-
es, the new party office, 
which has been under 
construction in Kotla for 
a past few years, will be 
fully prepared, pos-
sibly by 19th November 
next month.  The new 
office will also be the 
workplace of the Youth 
Congress, Seva Dal and 
National Student Union 
of India (NSUI). The 
premise has 2 entries. 
One from its Deendayal 
Upadhyaya Marg front 
gate and the other from 
its Kotla Road back gate.
The party will mark the 
back gate as the main 
entrance and Deendayal 
Upadhyay Marg will not 
be mentioned in the 
address.

gAme of 
rAjAsthAN yet 
to be over
The Congress high 
command could shift 
its focus to the affairs 
going on in its Rajasthan 
unit, once the party’s 
presidential elections 
are over. Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot has hit the 
accelerator, while his 
rival and former deputy 
CM Sachin Pilot has 
also taken forward the 
strategy of reaching out 
to party workers across 
the state. Meanwhile, 
3 Gandhi loyalists, 
Shanti Kumar Dhariwal, 
Mahesh Joshi and party 
leader Dharmendra 
Rathore have answered 
to the show-cause notice 
issued by the Congress 
disciplinary committee 
over the rebellion. The 
disciplinary commit-
tee is likely to hold its 
meeting soon to discuss 
further steps in the 
matter. The buzz is that 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadhra 
and Rahul Gandhi have a 
comfort zone in proxim-
ity of Sachin Pilot, while 
party president Sonia 
Gandhi and presidential 
candidate Mallikarjun 
Kharge have better rela-
tions with Gehlot.

beNgAl fAcelIft 
Ahead of next year’s 
Panchayat polls and 
the 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections, BJP na-
tional chief J.P. Nadda 
made a statement 
regarding the forma-
tion of a core com-
mittee for the party’s 
West Bengal unit. The 
three most prominent 
people, the state BJP 
Chief MP Sukanta 
Majumdar, the leader 
of the opposition 
Suvendu Adhikari, and 
National Vice-Presi-
dent Dilip Ghosh, have 
been named in the list. 
The core committee 
comprises of 20 mem-
bers, including Nisith 
Pramanik, Shan-
tanu Thakur, Swapan 
Dasgupta, Mithun 
Chakraborty, Manoj 
Tikka, Anirban Gan-
guly, Satish Dhond, 
Dipak Barman, and 
Locket Chatterjee.  

Jayalalithaa
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investigation

National Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) raids are underway 
at two locations in Phulwari 
Sharif and Patna in Bihar on 
Tuesday in connection with 
the Popular Front of India 
(PFI) case.

Earlier this year, a PFI “ter-
ror module” was unearthed 
by Bihar Police in the Ph-
ulwari Sharif district of the 
state, leading to the arrest of 
three people, including a re-
tired Jharkhand police officer, 
for their alleged links with the 
group and their plans to in-
dulge in “anti-India” activities. 
Reports earlier suggested that 
evidence collected during the 
investigation had revealed 
that the accused in the case 
had received funds in the form 
of cryptocurrency from a for-
eign organization.

The crypto trade assumes 
relevance as various financial 

institutions and central banks 
have been flagging concerns 
about the financial risks at-
tached to the virtual currency 
trade, including cryptocur-
rency. This form of currency 
can potentially be used for 
various anti-social activities.

Shaktikanta Das recently 
said that cryptocurrencies 
are a clear danger and any-
thing that derives value based 
on make-believe, without any 
underlying principle, is just 
speculation under a sophisti-
cated name.

The nature and scale of 
crypto markets are evolving 
rapidly, and if the current 
trends continue, they will 
pose risks to financial stabili-
ty, the European Central Bank 
stated earlier this month.

The NIA had earlier carried 
out searches in Jamia Maria 
Niswa Madrasa located in Bi-
har’s Purvi Champaran dis-
trict and arrested a teacher 
identified as Asghar Ali. 

PFi case: nia raids 
underway in Phulwari 
shariF, Patna
TDG NeTwork 
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in JaMMu and KashMir

new initiative

Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Tuesday con-
demned the killing of 
two labourers from Uttar 
Pradesh in a grenade attack 
by terrorists in Shopian.

In a statement, the office 
of L-G expressed its deep-
est condolences to the de-
ceased’s families, saying, 
“Words cannot adequately 
condemn the barbaric ter-
ror attack on Manish Ku-
mar and Ram Sagar from 
Kannauj, UP. My deepest 
condolences to their fami-
lies. “ It further said that 
they have “intensified” their 
efforts and that everyone 
should come together to 
“crush” the terror ecosys-
tem.

“We have intensified our 
efforts to crush terrorists 
and the terror ecosystem 
and have given full freedom 
to the security forces. Ter-
rorism is a curse for civilised 
society. People from every 
community must come to-
gether to condemn heinous 
acts and root out terror and 
its elements, “it said.

Earlier today, Vijay Ku-

mar, ADGP, Kashmir Zone, 
told the press that two peo-
ple have been arrested in 
connection with the case.

Two people have been ar-
rested. They have confessed 
to committing the crime. 
The main accused, an LeT 
terrorist, for whom the ar-
rested accused works, will 
be neutralised soon, “he 
said.

Non-local labourers are 
soft targets as they don’t 

have security. We will give 
a befitting response to this 
act. We will prove the crime 
and produce the accused in 
court, “he said.

Earlier on Monday, Jam-
mu and Kashmir Police in-
formed that two labourers, 
namely Manish Ram and 
Ram Sagar, succumbed to 
their injuries after terrorists 
lobbed a grenade in Shop-
ian. Both were residents of 
Uttar Pradesh’s Kannauj.

series oF target Kilings: lg 
condeMns incidents 

delhi governMent starts bio-decoMPoser 
sPraying For tacKling stubble burning

ajay jaNDyal
SRINAGAR

condeMn

Condemning Gujarat AAP 
President Gopal Italia’s cas-
teist remarks against Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
mother, Chhattisgarh Chief 
Minister Bhupesh Baghel on 
Monday said that a mother 
can never be selfish even if 
her son turns out to be one. 
“Mata Kabhi kumata nahi 
hoti beta hota hai. Saput Ka-
put ho sakta hai lekin mata 
kumata nahi ho sakti (a son 
can be a selfish but a mother 
can neve be),” Baghel said in 
his remarks on Italia.

“Gopal Italia made casteist 
remarks that Gujarat and the 
country will not tolerate. He 
commented on PM Modi’s 
mother. A mother is a mother 
whose mother she is. She is 
100 years old and has noth-
ing to do with politics. The 
Congress party condemns 

this,” said Baghel.
Last week, a video of Ita-

lia went viral in which he is 
purportedly heard asking 
the women not to visit the 
temples and ‘kathas’ (ser-
mons by Hindu priests) as 
they are “hubs of exploita-
tion.” This comes days after 
he allegedly made a casteist 
remark against Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in yet 
another viral video.

Italia was detained by the 
Delhi Police after he was 
summoned by the National 
Commission of Women 
(NCW) on Thursday.

The NCW chief summoned 
Italia over a controversial vid-
eo, in which he purportedly 
used derogatory language 
against PM Modi.

Baghel further claimed 
that AAP is the “B” team of 
the BJP and they go to Guja-
rat, Goa, and Uttarakhand to 
defeat Congress, adding that 

whatever they say but that is 
their goal.

“They say where is Con-
gress? Congress is in the en-
tire country. AAP is not the 
Aam Aadmi Party but ‘Khaas 
Aadmi Party’. They may wear 
loose-fitting kurta pants but 
they are Khaas Aadmi Party 
and BJP’s B team,” CM said.

He further said that he 
would campaign for the Gu-
jarat elections.

“Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot has reached in 
Gujarat and our people are 
continuously working at the 
ground level,” he said.

Talking about Gujarat 
elections, CM Baghel told 
the press, “It is such that 
there is only campaigning 
of AAP, there is nothing on 
the ground, it is visible in 
a few cities, otherwise it is 
nowhere. The fight will be 
between the Congress and 
the Bharatiya Janata Party. ”.

‘saPut KaPut ho saKta hai leKin Mata 
KuMata nahi ho saKti,’ baghel on 
italia’s reMarKs against PM’s Mother
TDG NeTwork
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'Power and ProsPerity' in uttar Pradesh

Judiciary systeM

irctc scaM case

aviation industry

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi virtually reviewed 
the progress of the National 
Maritime Heritage Com-
plex at Lothal in Gujarat on 
Tuesday and said that the 
government will bring back 
the glory of Dholavira and 
Lothal. 

 In his address via video 
conferencing, PM Modi 
said, “We’ll bring back the 
glory of Dholavira and Lo-
thal. We’re seeing rapid 
progress in this mission. 
Lothal was not only a major 

trading centre of the Indus 
Valley Civilisation, but it 
was also a symbol of India’s 
maritime power and pros-
perity. The way in which 
Lothal was developed as a 
port city thousands of years 
ago still amazes experts.”

The Prime Minister cited 
the archaeological evidence 
and stated that India was a 
maritime power even thou-
sands of years ago. He is 
scheduled for a visit to the 
poll bound state where he 
will dedicate and lay the 
foundation stone of projects 
worth around Rs. 15,670 
crores. 

Following the death of a 
one-year-old due to a stray 
dog bite, the residents of a 
housing society in Noida’s 
Sector 100, protested and 
blocked roads on Tuesday.

Noida Authority official, 
OSD, Indu Prakash, said 
that the civic body will con-
struct four shelter homes 
for stray dogs. “We are go-
ing to construct 4 shelter 
homes for stray dogs. The 
work is in progress. We 
started sterilising stray dogs 
in 2017 and over 40,000 

dogs have been sterilised 
so far. We will build shelter 
homes for dogs in the same 
way as we have been doing 
for cows, “said Prakash.

However, residents of the 
society didn’t seem satis-
fied with the decision. A 
resident said, “We are not 
satisfied with the authori-
ties. The stray dogs are go-
ing into shelters, but when 
they come back, there is no 
change in them. We have 
raised this issue since 2018 
but nothing is happening."

The police further said 
necessary action is being 
taken. 

PM Modi reviews 
progress of Gujarat’s 
maritime heritage complex

noida residents stage 
Protests aFter inFant 
dies oF stray dog bite

'not transParent, internal Politics in 
Judiciary,' riJiJu on Judicial aPPointMents

delhi court warns teJashwi yadav not to 
MaKe stateMent, reFuses to cancel bail

scindia urges 
eight states 
to reduce vat 
on atF
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new guidelines

The meeting of Union 
Heal th  Minister 
Mansukh Manda-

viya with the senior health 
officials regarding the emer-
gence of Omicron’s new sub-
variants concluded with the 
decision to continue masks 
and Covid-19-appropriate 
behaviour across the coun-
try, official sources told 
ANI.

The team of scientists, 
doctors, and senior officials 
has also recommended in-
creasing surveillance and 
genome sequencing. 

According to the sources, 
Niti Aayog member VK 
Paul, the Chairperson of Co-
vid-19 working group NTA-
GI NK Arora, NTAGI offi-
cials, NEGVAC officials, and 
other senior health officials, 
as per the official sources.

Earlier on Tuesday, Ma-

harashtra recorded a 17.7 
percent rise in coronavi-
rus cases compared to last 
week, according to a state 
health department bulletin.

The state has reported new 
Covid cases, including the 
XBB, a new sub-variant of 
the Omicron variant of the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus, which 
has been detected in parts of 
India, including Kerala.

Apart from this, Maha-
rashtra has reported cases 
from other sub-variants of 
Omicron such as BA.2.3.20 
and BQ.1 variant, which 
were detected for the first 
time in India on Monday 
from the sample of a patient 
in Pune.

XBB, a recombinant lin-
eage between two Omi-
cron sublineages, BJ.1 and 
BA.2.75, is a fast-spreading 
variant, which was seen to 
have caused a spike across 
Singapore recently.

As per the Maharashtra 

Health Department report, 
the XBB has a growth ad-
vantage over BA.2.75 and 
evasive immune proper-
ties.

On October 17, India de-
tected its first case of Omi-

cron’s BQ.1 subvariant in 
a sample of a patient from 
Pune. The BQ.1 is a descen-
dant of the BA.5, which is 
behind 60 per cent of COV-
ID cases in the United States 
(US), as per reports.

Some experts from the 
health department pre-
dicted a rise in the coming 
winter season, especially 
in a festive environment. In 
Whole Genome Sequencing 
(WGS), BA.2.75 decreased 
to 76 per cent from 95 per 
cent.

Maharashtra’s health de-
partment and experts have 
asked not to ignore flu-like 
symptoms and to seek med-
ical advice at the earliest. 
They have advised observ-
ing COVID-appropriate 
behaviour in public places 
and getting vaccinated as 
per Government of India 
guidelines.

Experts from the depart-
ment suggest that people 
with comorbidities need 
to take extra precautions 
while visiting public places. 
People suffering from influ-
enza-like illnesses should 
avoid public contact as 
much as possible.

MasKs, covid-aPProPriate 
behaviour to continue 
TDG NeTwork
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ed attaches 
ProPerties oF surya 
PharMa worth 
rs 185 crore
NEW DELHI: The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
provisionally attached 
properties worth Rs 185.1 
crore under the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA), 2002 belonging to 
Surya Pharmaceuticals Ltd 
and others. The attached 
properties include building, 
plant and machinery. ED 
initiated an investigation 
under the provisions of 
PMLA, 2002 on the basis of 
two FIRs registered by CBI 
on the complaint of State 
Bank of India, Chandigarh 
and Punjab and Sind Bank, 
Karnal against Surya Phar-
maceuticals Ltd, its Man-
aging Director Rajiv Goyal 
and others for defrauding 
the banks to the tune of Rs 
828 Crore.

KingPin oF Mewati 
gang arrested For 
cyber Fraud
NEW DELHI: The kingpin of 
the Mewati gang, a wanted 
criminal in several cases 
including cybercrime and 
cheating was apprehended 
in Dwarka on Tuesday. The 
accused had a reward of Rs. 
25000 on him. The accused 
has been identified as 
Zalaluddin. During interro-
gation, it was revealed that 
the family of the accused 
had a debt of lakhs. 
As per reports the accused 
along with his groups from 
his village used to cheat 
innocent people through 
cyber fraud. The officials 
informed that the gang was 
divided into three groups. 
One group used to provide 
fake SIM cards and mobile 
sets for calling, the second 
group provided fake credit 
cards for the transaction of 
money, and the third group 
contacted and started chat-
ting with people.

cabinet aPProves 
increase in MsPs 
For rabi croPs
NEW DELHI: Union 
minister Anurag Thakur 
on Tuesday announced 
that the government has 
approved the minimum 
support prices (MSPs) for 
all rabi crops for market-
ing season 2023-24. The 
minister said the abso-
lute highest increase in 
MSP approved for lentil 
(masoor) is at Rs 500 per 
quintal; wheat is at Rs 110 
per quintal; barley is at 
Rs 100 per quintal; gram 
is at Rs 105 per quintal, 
rapeseed and mustard is 
at Rs 400 per quintal and 
safflower is at Rs 209 per 
quintal. The actual MSP 
for wheat, barley, gram, 
masoor, rapeseed and 
mustard, and safflower 
during 2022-23 were at Rs 
2,015, Rs 1,635, Rs 5,230, 
Rs 5,500, Rs 5,050, and Rs 
5,441 per quintal, respec-
tively.

bJP sweePs goa 
byPolls, booster 
For Party 
PANAjI: As the party 
manages a clear sweep 
for Zilla Panchayat (ZP) 
by-polls  winning 2 of 3 
bypolls, Bharatiya janata 
Party (BjP) Goa President 
Sadanand Shet Tanavade 
challenged the opposition 
to put in a joint fight against 
the party for the upcoming 
Lok Sabha polls 2024. BjP 
candidates won in Davorlim 
and Reis Magos, while an 
Independent BjP-backed 
candidate won in Cortalim. 
BjP candidate Sandeep 
Bandodkar won in Reis 
Magos, polling 5345 votes.

new OmicrOn sub variants 
repOrted in maharashtra
MUMBAI: Maharashtra has recorded a 17.7 per cent rise 
in coronavirus cases compared to last week, according to 
a state health department bulletin.

The state has reported new Covid cases, including the 
XBB, a new sub-variant of the Omicron variant of the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus, which has been detected in parts of 
India, including Kerala. Apart from this, Maharashtra 
has reported cases from other sub-variants of Omicron 
such as BA.2.3.20 and BQ.1 variant, which were detected 
for the first time in India on Monday from the sample of a 
patient in Pune.

XBB, a recombinant lineage between two Omicron sub-
lineages, Bj.1 and BA.2.75, is a fast-spreading variant, 
which was seen to have caused a spike across Singapore 
recently. As per the Maharashtra Health Department 
report, the XBB has a growth advantage over BA.2.75 and 
evasive immune properties.

What exactly happened?
•	 Within 48 hour of terror attack on a Kashmiri Pandit Puran 

Krishan Bhat in Shopian , terrorists killed two more non local 
labourers in Shopian district on Monday.

•	 The two migrant labourers identified as Monish Kumar and 
Ram Sagar, both residents of Kannauj in UP, were killed.

•	 Ram Sagar and Munish Kumar were sleeping at the time of 
the attack. 

•	 Kashmir Police in a information tweeted that “On Tuesday that 
the LeT terrorist Imran Bashir Ganai and his associate who 
had hurled the grenade at two labourers  has been arrested. 
Further interrogation and raids are continuing in the area, the 
police confirmed”.

•	 BJP leader & former J&K Deputy CM Kavinder Gupta said that 
leaders like “Farooq Abdullah are instigating terrorists to carry 
out killings of innocents in the valley.”

•	 Since January 2022 about 30 civilian and security forces were 
killed in different terror attack target killing

•	 On January 09 2022 terrorist killed a police personal named Ali 
Mohd Ganai outside his house in Anantnag area of Kashmir.

•	 On 2nd March 2022 terrorist killed a panchat member Mohd 
Yaqoob Dar in Kulpora Sardguru Kulgam area of Kashmir.

The Delhi government has 
started spraying bio-decom-
poser on agricultural fields 
to prevent stubble burning 
across the city.

Development Minister Go-
pal Rai said, “The 15-point 
winter action plan includes 

tackling the issue of stubble 
burning, one of the biggest 
factors in the increase in 
pollution during winters in 
Delhi.” Speaking about the 
initiative taken by the Delhi 
government, Rai said, “This 
year, we are taking action 
in a timely manner before 
the situation deteriorates. 
Today, we have gathered to 

start the campaign of spray-
ing bio-decomposer prepared 
by the PUSA on the stubble. 
We sprayed bio-decomposer 
over more than 4,000 acres 
of agricultural land in rural 
parts of Delhi last year in col-
laboration with PUSA. This 
year, our aim is to cover 5,000 
acres of agricultural land to 
avoid stubble burning.”

He informed us that so 
far, 957 farmers have filled 
out forms to get their fields 
sprayed with bio-decomposer 
free of cost. He further said 
that the government has de-
cided that everyone will cel-
ebrate a pollution-free Diwali 
this year, keeping in mind the 
rise of pollution in Delhi dur-
ing the festival. 

Emphasizing the need for 
reforms in judicial appoint-
ments, Union Law Minister 
Kiren Rijiju has said the 
procedure of the collegiate 
system is very opaque and 
there exists “internal poli-
tics” in the judiciary.

On Monday, the Union 
Minister said at ‘Sabarmati 
Samvad,’ an event organised 
by the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) weekly 
magazine ‘Panchjanya,’ 
“The Constitution is the 
most sacred document."

”We have three pillars, 
including the legislature, 
executive, and judiciary... I 

feel the executive and leg-
islature are bound by their 
duties and the judiciary im-
proves them. But the issue 
is that when the judiciary 
goes astray, there is no sys-
tem to improve them. Rijiju 
said India has a vibrant de-
mocracy and sometimes ap-
peasement politics can also 
be observed. 

Union Civil Aviation Min-
ister Jyotiraditya Scindia on 
Tuesday urged West Bengal, 
Delhi and Punjab among 
eight states to reduce VAT 
on air turbine fuel (ATF) to 
facilitate air connectivity to 
Tier-II and Tier-III cities.

The Minister made the re-
quest to the Assam, Maha-
rashtra, West Bengal, Delhi, 
Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan, 
Bihar, and Punjab govern-
ments to reduce VAT on 
ATF for the growth of the 
civil aviation sector in their 
states. 

Scindia promised to in-
crease aeroplane connectivi-
ty in these eight states if they 
reduced VAT on ATF.

A Delhi court on Tuesday advised Bihar 
Deputy Chief Minister Tejashwi Yadav to be 
responsible and choose appropriate words 
while speaking in public.

Meanwhile, the court also refused to can-
cel the bail granted to him in the Indian 
Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation 

(IRCTC) alleged scam case. 
The Special Judge Geetanjali Goel, while 

passing an oral order on the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) plea seeking cancel-
lation of bail against Tejashwi Yadav, said 
directly to Yadav, “You are in a very respon-
sible post. It is not right to use such words. 
Use appropriate words in public because 
your words impact a huge number of the 
public. “
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The Kerala High Court will 
hear an appeal filed by the 
Kerala Yukthivadi Sang-
ham seeking a directive to 
the State Government to 
take a decision on the recom-
mendation of the State Law 
Reforms Commission for 
the enactment of the Kerala 
Eradication of Inhuman Evil 
Practices, Sorcery, and Black 
Magic Bill today.

The Kerala HC’s division 
bench, comprising Chief 
Justice S Manikumar, will 
be considering the plea. The 
petition contended that the 
central government at the 
national level or the state 
government at the state lev-
el might pass legislation on 
the model of the legislation 
passed in Maharashtra re-
garding the anti-superstition 
bill in 2013.

The petitioner also sought 
that all the cases of disap-

pearances that have occurred 
in the state in the last fifty 
years be re-investigated by 
forming a special investiga-
tion team.

The petition also submitted 
that it may also implement the 
Justice KT Thomas Commis-
sion report recommending 
the implementation of the 
Anti-Superstition Act.

It further submitted that 
“Ban advertisements ex-
ploiting superstitions in me-
dia such as newspapers and 

social media. Prohibition of 
telefilms, series, and films 
on the theme of witchcraft 
and sorcery, which are not 
intended for social good and 
have no artistic value. There 
may be an order to ban witch-
craft and sorcery. Implement 
the existing Drugs and Magic 
Remedies objectionable ad-
vertisements act passed in 
1954 in the country. ”

It also sought a police search 
and the closure of all existing 
witchcraft centres in Kerala.

IN KERALA

HIGH COURT TO HEAR PLEA ON ‘BLACK MAGIC’
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MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

The Supreme Court 
on Tuesday reserved 
an order on former 

chairman of the West Bengal 
Board of Primary Education 
and Trinamool Congress 
leader Manik Bhattacha-
rya’s plea challenging his 
arrest by the ED in a money 
laundering matter relating to 
the alleged irregularities in 
primary teachers’ appoint-
ments.

A bench of justices, An-
iruddha Bose and Vikram 
Nath, reserved the order on 
Manik Bhattacharya’s plea. 
Manik Bhattacharya, in 
his plea, submitted that the 
investigating officer of the 
Directorate of Enforcement 
had filed a remand applica-
tion before the Special Judge 
(CBI-I) Court, City Sessions 
Court, Calcutta, seeking a 14-

day custodial remand of the 
petitioner on October 11 and 
that the arrest was effective 
during the currency of the 
protection orders passed by 
the top court.

“That not only is the arrest 
of the Petition in flagrant vio-
lation of the Supreme Court 
interim orders, but that the 
investigating agency has not 
even informed the family 
members of the Petitioner of 

his arrest, being in violation 
of the provisions of Section 
41B of the CrPC,” the peti-
tioner said citing the earlier 
apex court order passed in 
the alleged irregularities in 
primary teachers’ appoint-
ments matter being probed 
by CBI, where he had got in-
terim protection from arrest.

The petitioner, Manik Bhat-
tacharya, has urged the top 
court to declare the arrest of 

the petitioner in relation to 
proceedings initiated on the 
basis of ECIR and summons 
dated October 14, 2022, is-
sued by the Directorate of 
Enforcement, Kolkata-II 
Zonal Office, as illegal and to 
release the petitioner forth-
with in connection with a 
matter.

The Enforcement Direc-
torate has earlier told the 
Supreme Court that former 
chairman of the West Bengal 
Board of Primary Education 
and Trinamool Congress 
leader Manik Bhattacharya 
was a key person in a money 
laundering case relating to the 
alleged irregularities in pri-
mary teachers’ appointments.

ED submitted, “Investiga-
tion under PMLA has re-
vealed the role of Dr Manik 
Bhattacharya, ex. President 
of WBBPE and MLA, Pala-
shipara, and Nadia from 
TMC as one of the key per-

sons in the entire scam of of-
fering jobs in lieu of money.”

ED, in its affidavit, also said 
that it has been ascertained 
that Manik headed the West 
Bengal Board of Primary 
Education for a period of 
more than 10 years starting 
in 2011, during which more 
than 58,000 primary teach-
ers were recruited through 
the Board.

In an affidavit filed before 
the Supreme Court, ED has 
opposed the Manik Bhattacha-
rya plea challenging his arrest 
in a money laundering case as 
the probe agency submitted 
that Manik Bhattacharya has 
remained uncooperative dur-
ing the course of statements 
recorded under section 50 of 
PMLA, 2002 and has con-
tinuously tried to mislead the 
investigation by suppressing 
facts and details on the source 
of funds accumulated in the 
name of his family members.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

SC RESERVES ORDER ON TMC LEADER MANIK 
BHATTACHARYA’S PLEA CHALLENGING HIS ARREST 

Manik Bhattacharya

The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday issued a notice to 
the Centre on the petition 
filed by a group of journal-
ists seeking guidelines on the 
search and seizure of digital 
devices.

The Court also tagged the 
petition with other similar 
matters. The direction was 
passed by a bench of justices 
KM Joseph and Hrishikesh 
Roy.

The court was hearing a 
plea filed by the Founda-
tion for Media Profession-
als through Advocate Rahul 
Narayan.

In the petition, the journal-
ist association has raised the 
issues like today, digital de-
vices, especially personal de-
vices such as mobile phones 

and laptops, contain more 
sensitive personal data about 
individuals than any physi-
cal space, such as a house 
or a vault, and can be found 
with a person almost at all 
times, and are effectively an 
extension of the self.

“Even if it is assumed that 
the existing legal provisions 
across general and special 
laws are applicable in the 
context of the digital realm-
going beyond mere produc-
tion / seizure of devices but 
to the production and search 
of their contents, it is submit-
ted that existing legal provi-
sions, either under the Crim-
inal Procedure Code 1973 or 
under various special laws, 
are insufficiently tailored to 
ensure that law enforcement 
agencies exercise powers in 
a manner consistent with 
the fundamental right to pri-

vacy,” the plea said.
The petitioner said that 

state agencies seek to justify 
these practices by invoking 
their powers to compel the 
production of items, or con-
duct search and seizure op-
erations during inquiries or 
investigations and submit-
ted that these practices are 
contrary to the fundamental 
right to privacy inherent in 
Article 21 of the Constitution 
and other constitutional pro-
visions.

The petitioner has urged 
the top court to declare that 
the contents of an arrested/
accused person’s digital 
device and password/pass-
code/biometric ID thereof 
are protected by the guar-
antee against compelled 
self-incrimination as under 
Article 20(3) of the Constitu-
tion of India.

PETITION

SC notice on plea seeking 
guidelines on search, 
seizure of digital devices
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day listed for hearing on No-
vember 29 pleas challenging 
the decision of the Gujarat 
government to grant remis-
sion to the 11 convicts, who 
had gang-raped Bilkis Bano 
and murdered her family 
members during the 2002 
Godhra riots.

A bench of Justices Ajay 
Rastogi and CT Ravikumar 
granted time to the petition-
ers who challenged the remis-
sion order to respond to the 
affidavit filed by the Gujarat 
government. During the hear-
ing, the bench told Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta that 
the affidavit of the Gujarat 
government is very bulky.

“It is a very big reply... so 
many judgments in a reply. 

Where is the factual state-
ment? Where is the appli-
cation of mind?” the bench 
remarked.

The bench asked the state 
government to supply a copy 
of the affidavit to the petition-
ers and posted it for hearing 
on November 29.

The Gujarat government on 
Monday defended before the 
Supreme Court its decision to 
grant remission to the 11 con-

victs in the Bilkis Bano case, 
saying remission was granted 
as they completed 14 years of 
sentence in prison and their 
“behaviour was found to be 
good”.

It is pertinent to note that 
the remission was not granted 
under the circular governing 
grant of remission to prison-
ers as part of the celebration of 
“Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav”, 
it has said.

BILKIS BANO CASE

SC hearing of pleas against release of 
11 convicts on 29 November 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI
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TOP OF THE DAY

HIMACHAL POLLS: 
EMPLOYEES 
OF ESSENTIAL 
SERVICES TO CAST 
VOTE THROUGH 
POSTAL BALLOT
SHIMLA:  Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO) Maneesh 
Garg on Tuesday said 
that Absentee Voters in 
Essential Services (AVES) 
could cast their vote 
through postal ballot by 
submitting Form 12-D to 
the Returning Officer (RO), 
said an official release. He 
further elaborated that 
this category of essential 
services officials includes 
doctors, para-medical Staff, 
ambulance service of the 
health department, drivers 
and conductors of HRTC, 
excluding local route bus 
services, fire Services, the 
staff on milk supply service 
of HP State Milk Federation 
and Milk Cooperative Soci-
eties, local media persons 
authorized by ECI, pump 
operator and turner in Jal 
Shakti Department and 
electrician and lineman in 
HPSEB, who are enrolled in 
electoral rolls can cast their 
vote through postal ballot. 

APPOINTMENT 
LETTERS GIVEN 
TO FISHERIES 
OFFICERS IN 
PUNJAB
CHANDIGARH: Punjab 
Animal Husbandry, Fisher-
ies and Dairy Development 
Minister Laljit Singh Bhul-
lar on Tuesday, handed over 
appointment letters to two 
Fisheries Officers and one 
Fisherman in the fisheries 
department. During a brief 
function at Punjab Bhawan 
here, the Cabinet Minister, 
while congratulating the 
newly inducted employees, 
exhorted them to work 
diligently and honestly. He 
said, Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann led government 
was committed to provide 
maximum employment 
opportunities for the youth 
of the state. 

 
PUNJAB GOVT 
REGULARISES 
SERVICES OF 3,542 
SEWERMEN
CHANDIGARH: Reiterat-
ing its commitment and 
fulfilling their promise, the 
Bhagwant Mann-led Pun-
jab Government provided 
Diwali bonanza by regula-
rising the services of 3,542 
Safai Sewaks/Sewermen 
working for last several 
years in Municipal Corpo-
ration Ludhiana. On behalf 
of the Punjab Government, 
Local Bodies Minister Dr 
Inderbir Singh Nijjar today 
handed over appointment 
letters to around 150 
of these Safai Sewaks/
Sewermen at a function 
held at Guru Nanak Dev 
Bhawan, here. He said 
that in the coming days, all 
appointment letters would 
be distributed in a phased 
manner in the city. He was 
also accompanied by MLAs 
Rajinderpal Kaur Chhina, 
Gurpreet Bassi Gogi, 
Madan Lal Bagga, Ashok 
Parashar Pappi, Kulwant 
Singh Sidhu and Hardeep 
Singh Mundian, Deputy 
Mayor Sarabjit Kaur, MC 
Commissioner Dr Shena 
Aggarwal, besides several 
others. It is pertinent to 
mention that the Mann-led 
government in Punjab have 
fulfilled their long pend-
ing demand of the Safai 
Sewaks/Sewermen.

Punjab Rural Development 
Minister Kuldeep Singh 
Dhaliwal on Monday said 
that the number of stubble 
burning incidents in Punjab 
has decreased since the pre-
vious year.

He also reacted to Arvind 
Kejriwal’s comparison of 
Manish Sisodia to Bhagat 
Singh and the NIA raids 
in Punjab. Dhaliwal said, 
“The effect of appeal made 
by Punjab’s government has 
been shown as compared 
to the last year, this time 
in 2020 there were 5,562 
stubble burning incidents 
in Punjab, in 2021 2,389 in-
cidents and in 2022, up till 
date there have been only 
1,447 stubble burning inci-
dents which is very low in 

comparison.” 
“The death of 2 people in 

Shahkot of Jalandhar yes-
terday, is a very sad incident, 
and we would like to appeal 
to the farmers to lessen the 
stubble and the government 
is bringing new policies to 
deal with it,” Dhaliwal said.

On Kejriwal linking Sisodia 
with Bhagat Singh, Dhaliwal 
said, “he meant that Sisodia 
is the one who is working on 
Bhagat Singh’s principles 
and is following  path of Bha-
gat Singh.”

The Punjab minister re-
acted on the ongoing raids of 
the NIA and said “we are al-
ready very serious about law 
and order and are working 
to eliminate the gangsters, 
if any agency of the Centre is 
willing to work on the issue, 
we’ll cooperate and will pro-
vide all possible help.” 

REDUCING AIR POLLUTION

PUNJAB MINISTER KULDEEP 
DHALIWAL CLAIMS STUBBLE 
BURNING DOWN THIS YEAR

The Food Corporation of 
India (FCI) has procured 
39.65 lakh MT of paddy in 
Haryana in 2022-23. There 
is an estimated area under 
cultivation for Rice is 13.19 
lakh hectare for KMS 2022-
23 corresponding to which 
expected procurement for 
paddy in central pool is 55 
lakh MT in Haryana. 

It has been observed that 
there has been abnormally 
high arrival of paddy com-
pared to last year procure-
ment in some of the districts 
like Karnal, Kurukshetra, 
Kaithal, Ambala, Yamu-
nanagar and  few other dis-
tricts where paddy arrival 
has already reached estimat-
ed targets for whole season. 
A total of 4,83,094 farmers 
are benefited. FCI Haryana 

Region has procured 25.7 
LMT Fortified Rice during  
2021-22 and Govt. on India 
has decided to procure 100% 
Fortified rice in  2022-23. 
Further, to ensure that good 
quality  Fortified Rice Kernel  
(FRK)  is used for blending, 
the FCI is getting samples 
checked from NABL accred-
ited labs for ensuring the 
levels of micronutrient con-
tent on monthly/quarterly 
basis before its distribution 
under various schemes of 
Gogvernment of Indai (GOI)  
in a balanced and integrated 
manner to accomplish the 
nutritional gaps.

Haryana Region  has 4.5 
LMT capacity in the form of 
Silos at 6 locations i.e Jind, 
Sonipat, Bhattu, Panipat, 
Rohtak and Solumajra for 
grain storage. Further, ten-
ders for 66 locations hav-
ing a capacity of 24.75 LMT 

have been floated under 
DBFOO Project-1 and 2 by 
June’ 2022. Out of these, 12 
locations having a capacity 
of 3 LMT pertain to Hary-
ana Region. It is pertinent to 
mention that the 12 spokes 
which are currently in ten-
der enquiry stage are basi-
cally proposed in vicinity of 
Mandies which makes them 
more convenient to farmers 
to get their produce for sale. 
Envisaged in the year 2000 
under the National Policy on 
Bulk Handling, Storage and 
Transportation, the scheme 
was first operationalized in 
the Circuit Model of Silos in 
the year 2007. In 2016, Un-
der DBFOO Mode, a total of 
249 Silos having a capacity 
of 100 LMT have been ear-
marked by GOI. Further, it 
is proposed to construct 17 
Silos across the country in 
DBFOT mode. 

SO FAR IN 2022-23

FCI procures 39.65 lakh MT 
of paddy in Haryana 
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

 

The NIA team raided the 
houses of three players of 
Bathinda associated with 
the Kabaddi Academy run 
by gangster Jaggu Bhag-
wanpuria gang on Tuesday 
morning. SSP J Elanchezhi-
an has confirmed about the 
raid of NIA.

At the same time, the NIA 
team raided the Chandigarh 
residence of gangster Jaggu 
Bhagwanpuria, Mohali RPG 
attack the accused’s advo-
cate Dr. Shaili Sharma in the 
morning. The team searched 
her house for three hours. 
While leaving, the team also 
took her two mobiles. After 
this the information was 
given to the District Bar As-
sociation. After the raid on 
the advocate, the District Bar 
Association stopped work in 
agitation. Apart from this, 
the High Court Bar Associa-
tion has also stopped work-

ing showing their resent-
ment toward the NIA raid at 
the advocate’s house. 

Dr. Shaili Sharma stated 
that NIA is asking a lawyer 
not to fight the case. The cli-
ent can be anyone, how can 
NIA ask her why all gang-
sters are approaching her to 
fight their cases? It is gang-
sters who are approaching 
her, not her approaching 
them. 

According to the informa-
tion, the NIA team reached 
a house built on the number 
ten street of Bhagu Road on 
Tuesday morning to raid 
but the team did not get any-
thing from there. After this, 
the team raided the village 
Karadwala. 

There too the NIA did not 
get any clue. After this, the 
NIA team raided the house 
of Kabaddi coach Jagga 
Jandia in the village Jandia. 
Jagga Gangster Jaggu is asso-
ciated with Bhagwanpuria’s 
Kabaddi Academy.

IN CHANDIGARH

NIA raids house of 
Bhagwanpuria’s aid, 
two phones seized

NIA CRACKDOWN

The National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) 
raided the premises 

of sharpshooters belong-
ing to Lawrence Bishnoi 
in Sonipat, said sources on 
Tuesday.

The NIA raided the prem-
ises of infamous gangsters 
Raju Basodi and Akshay Pal-
da. Raju Basodi and Akshay 
Palda have been accused of 
carrying out more than two 
dozen severe criminal inci-
dents in North India, said 
the NIA.

Earlier in the day, NIA car-
ried out searches at multiple 
locations in various states 
across northern India in an 
ongoing case against gangs 
and their nexus with terror 
groups.

The raids were conducted 
in Punjab, Haryana, Rajast-
han, Delhi and the National 
Capital Region (NCR) to 
dismantle and disrupt the 
emerging nexus between 
terrorists, gangsters, drug 

smugglers and traffickers 
based in India and abroad.

Separate teams of NIA in 
coordination with state po-
lice forces conducted these 
raids simultaneously at cer-
tain locations of the gang-
sters based on some specific 
inputs, a source privy to the 
development told ANI.

On September 12, the NIA 
conducted similar searches 
at 50 locations in Punjab, 
Haryana, Rajasthan, Delhi 
and NCR region.

The NIA crackdown fol-
lowed the launch of inves-
tigations against this nexus 
by the anti-terror agency 
after the re-registration of 

two cases, earlier registered 
by Delhi Police, on August 
26 this year. A few of the 
most desperate gang leaders 
and their associates based in 
India and abroad, who are 
spearheading and carrying 
out such terror and criminal 
activities were identified and 
booked.

“The recent sensational 
crimes and extortion calls 
by criminal syndicates and 
gangsters to businessmen, 
professionals including 
doctors etc., had created a 
widespread scare among 
the people,” the NIA had 
said earlier.

“These gangs were using 
cyber-space to publicise 
these crimes to create terror 
among the public at large.”

The NIA investigations 
also revealed that such 
criminal acts were not iso-
lated local incidents but 
there was a deep-rooted con-
spiracy amongst terrorists, 
gangsters and drug smug-
gling cartels and networks, 
who were operating from 
both within and outside the 
country.

“Many gang leaders and 
members had fled from In-
dia and were now operat-
ing from foreign countries, 
including Pakistan, Canada, 
Malaysia and Australia,” 
said the NIA when it first 
time carried out a mega raid 
against such gangs. 

PREMISES OF SHARPSHOOTERS 
FROM BISHNOI’S GANG RAIDED

After the year 1977, Himach-
al Pradesh has a history of 
turn-wise Power. Himachal 
people give a turn to each 
party after five years but 
this time, the trend seems 
to change, and the currently 
ruling government seems to 
sense it as well. With the an-
nouncement of the dates for 
the Assembly elections in 
Himachal Pradesh, political 
agitation has intensified in 
the state. The biggest chal-
lenge before the BJP is to 
break the three-decade-old 
trend. 

With the announcement 
of Assembly elections in 
Himachal Pradesh, the elec-
tion campaign is also going 
to intensify. The tour of BJP 
veterans has already been 
started as soon as the names 
of the candidates are an-
nounced. However, Home 
Minister Amit Shah started 
the party’s campaign by 
holding the first election 
meeting in the state after the 
announcement of the elec-
tions. The Union leaders of 

the party are preparing to 
hold more than 50 meetings 
mostly public meetings here.

In the current political cli-
mate in Himachal Pradesh, a 
tough challenge is expected 
from the Congress. Aam 
Aadmi Party is in discus-
sion there, but it does not 
seem to have much effect on 
the elections. In the midst of 
all this, BJP is going to fight 
the elections with full force 
and compassion. A major 
reason behind this has been 
the change of government in 
the state every time for the 
last three decades.

All its big leaders will be 
seen campaigning till every 
nook and corner of the state. 
More than half a dozen meet-
ings of Prime Minister Modi 
are expected. Home Minister 
Amit Shah, Party President 
JP Nadda, Defense Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, UP CM 
Yogi Adityanath, Madhya 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, 
Union Minister Anurag 
Thakur, Smriti Irani and 
more than a dozen central 
leaders will also campaign 
in the state.

ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS

BJP MAY BUCK THE TREND, 
RETAIN POWER IN HIMACHAL
TARUNI GANDHI  
CHANDIGARH
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Chandigarh Bar Association 
shuts after NIA raids local lawyer
CHANDIGARH: The 
Chandigarh Bar Associa-
tion on Tuesday shut down 
after NIA conducted raids 
at the house of a Chandi-
garh-based lawyer Shaily 
Sharma, saying they can’t 
function if the lawyers are 
raided like this.

The Association said that 
they are defence lawyers 
and won’t be able to talk to 
clients and take up cases if 
raids will be conducted like 
that. They also said that 
they have also discussed 

with Punjab and Haryana 
High Court, and they will 
also be taking a decision 
on the matter. Earlier to-
day, National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) conducted a 
raid at the house of Shaily 
Sharma, a Chandigarh-
based lawyer. The raids at 
her place went on for three 
hours after starting at 6 am.

Shaily while reacting to 
the raids on her house told 
ANI that she was raided 
because she has many high-
profile cases.

“I have many high-profile 
cases with me. It includes 
cases like Sidhu Moosewa-
la, Nabha jailbreak and the 
RPG case,” she said.

The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) on Tues-
day, conducted raids at 
multiple locations in Pun-
jab, Haryana, Rajasthan 
and Delhi-NCR region to 
dismantle and disrupt the 
emerging nexus between 
terrorists, gangsters, drug 
smugglers and traffickers 
based in India and abroad. 

TDG NETWORK  
CHANDIGARH

Union Petroleum Minister 
Hardeep Puri along with 
Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann, on Monday 
dedicated India’s largest Bio 
Energy plant constructed at 
a cost of Rs 230 crore over 20 
acres of land.

Describing it as a red letter 
day for the state, the Chief 
Minister said that this step 
will go a long way in wip-
ing out the menace of paddy 
straw burning from the state. 
He said that Verbio Group 
has strong association with 
state as its Indian subsidiary 
Verbio India Private Limited 
as this is largest biofuel (Bio-
methane/ Bio-CNG) produc-
tion units in India with 33 
TPD (tons per day) and 550 
TPD per year of Bio-CNG 
capacity adding that this Bio-
CNG project of 80,000 m³/
day capacity will produce 
biogas by anaerobic diges-
tion process and is a great 
way to solve the problem of 
stubble burning. Bhagwant 

Mann said that the annual 
straw consumption in this 
unit will be1.30 lakh ton 
adding that it will help in 
solving the vex problem of 
paddy straw burning.

The CM said that set up over 
an area of 20 acres of land this 
unit will contribute to an an-
nual reduction of 1.50 lakh 
Metric Ton of pollutants and 
20,000 MT of fly ash cur-
rently produced due to paddy 
straw burning. He further 
said that this unit will also 
give employment to 1000 
youth and affect more than 
5,000 families. Bhagwant 
Mann said that the acreage of 
soil enriched from Biomanure 
will be 2150 acres.

The Chief Minister further 
said that the verbio group 
has evinced keen interest in 
setting up more such plants 
in the state. He said that once 
successful the verbio group 
will set up 10 more such 
plants in the state. Bhagwant 
Mann said that the target is 
to make Punjab free from 
the menace of paddy straw 
burning.

The CM said that with the 
intense cropping pattern of 
wheat and paddy, Punjab is 
facing the problem of dis-
posal of crop residues par-
ticularly the paddy straw 
and stubble which have no 
other usage. He said about 
18 Million Ton of the straw/
stubble is generated every 
year but only 5 Million Ton 
is being used in biomass 
power plants, industrial 
boilers and plywood indus-
try. Bhagwant Mann said 
that the rest of 13 Million 
Ton is being burnt by farm-
ers in the fields as no other 
safe disposal techniques are 
available.

The CM said that in Punjab 
paddy cultivation is done 
over 75 lakh acre of land. He 
said out of this the farmers 
having 37 lakh acres don’t 
burn the paddy straw. How-
ever, Bhagwant Mann said 
that some major steps need 
to be taken for ensuring 
management of the remain-
ing 38 lakh acres.  

The CM said that it is in 
consonance with the com-

mitment of the state gov-
ernment to make Punjab 
clean, green and pollution 
free. Quoting verse ‘Pawan 
Guru, Paani Pitaah, Mata 
Dharat Mahat’ from Gur-
bani, he said that the great 
Gurus have equated air 
(pawan) with teacher, water 
(paani) with father and land 
(dharat) with mother. Bhag-
want Mann said that now 
the time has come when we 
must imbibe the teachings 
of Gurbani in our lives for 
restoring the pristine glory 
of the state by resolving not 
to burn crop residue.

The Chief Minister said 
that the state government 
will leave no stone unturned 
for this noble cause. He said 
that the state government 
has taken several steps to 
mitigate the problem of 
stubble burning adding that 
apart from this two more 
Projects of total capacity 
14.25 ton CBG per day are 
likely to be completed in 
2022-23. Bhagwant Mann 
said that these projects will 
consume about 16.5 lac ton 

paddy straw per annum for 
production of 492.58 ton 
Compressed Biogas per day.

The Chief Minister said 
that there is a huge poten-
tial of CBG projects based 
on agro-waste in the state of 
Punjab. He envisioned that 
about 200 more projects of 
capacity 10 TPD each can be 
set up in the state of Punjab 
for which the State Gov-
ernment is providing vari-
ous incentives under State 
NRSE Policy-2012. Similarly 
Bhagwant Mann said that 
the Ministry of Petroleum & 
Natural Gas, GoI has also no-
tified the National Policy on 
Biofuels in June 2018 which 
emphasizes the need for pro-
motion and development of 
projects for biofuels.

On the occasion Cabi-
net Minister Aman Aro-
ra, Chairman PEDA HS 
Hanspal ,  MLA L ehra 
Varinder Goyal, Additional 
Chief Secretary to CM A Ve-
nuprasad, CEO Invest Pun-
jab KK Yadav, CEO PEDA 
Sumit Jaranghal and others 
were also present.

 AT COST OF RS 230 CR

India’s largest bio energy plant 
commissioned in Punjab
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

  

The Congress on Tuesday 
declared its first list of 46 
candidates for the upcom-
ing Assembly elections in the 
state with party fielding se-
nior leaders including Kaul 
Singh Thakur, Sukhwinder 
Singh Sukhu, Mukesh Ag-
nihotri, Asha Kumari and 
Chander Kumar.

Vikramaditya Singh, son of 
former chief minister Virb-
hadra Singh, has again been 
fielded from Shimla Rural. 
The party has fielded sitting 
19 MLAs from their tradi-
tional seats in the first list.

Th e  p o l l i n g  f o r  t h e 
6 8-member Himachal 
Pradesh assembly will take 
place on November 12.

The senior leaders, includ-
ing chief ministerial aspi-
rants, have also been fielded 
from their traditional seats.

Asha Kumari will contest 
from Dalhousie, Chander 
Kumar from Jawali, Kaul 
Singh Thakur from Darang, 
Prakash Chaudhary from 

Balh (SC), Sukhwinder 
Singh Sukhu from Nadaun, 
Mukesh Agnihotri from 
Haroli and Sanjay Awasthi 
from Arki.

The party has fielded Kul-
dip Singh Pathania from 
Bhattiyat, Ajay Mahajan 
from Nurpur, Surinder 
Singh Mankotia from Jas-
wan-Pragpur, Ashish Butail 
from Palampur and Chet-
ram Thakur from Seraj.

Congress national spokes-
person Kuldeep Singh 
Rathore will contest from 
Theog.

The Congress is seeking to 
oust the BJP and has made 
“guarantees” to the people 
of the state. In the 2017 elec-
tion, Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) won 44 seats while the 
Congress got 21. 

The party has nominated 
former MP Chander Kumar 
from the Jawali assembly 
seat in Kangra district.

Voting for the 68 assembly 
seats in the hill state is sched-
uled for November 12 and the 
counting of votes will take 
place on December 8.

BID TO WREST POWER

CONGRESS RELEASES FIRST 
LIST OF 46 CANDIDATES, 
FIELDS 19 SITTING MLAS
TDG NETWORK  
SHIMLA
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IN TAMIL NADU 

Speaker Appavu on 
Tuesday ordered the 
eviction of Tamil Nadu 

Opposition Leader Edap-
padi K Palaniswami and 
other AIADMK MLAs amid 
a ruckus in the Assembly. The 
opposition leaders continued 
to create a ruckus even after 
the eviction orders.

“No one has any right to 
demand where one should 
be seated inside the assem-
bly,” Speaker Appavu said. 
He added that tomorrow 
the AIADMK members can 
attend assembly sessions but 
not today.

The Speaker had given 
assurance that he will give 
time after Question Hour to 
raise the issue of seating ar-

rangement for the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition. 
As per the present seating 
arrangement, both EPS and 
O Paneerselvam (OPS) sit 
in the front row together in 
their capacity as the Leader of 
Opposition (LoP) and Deputy 

LoP respectively.
“Before today’s assembly 

session Edappadi Palaniswa-
mi and some MLAs met me in 
my room. They gave four let-
ters to me which they have al-
ready sent to me. At the same 
time regarding AIADMK 

election case is going on in 
the Supreme Court. Both EPS 
and OPS expressed their side 

to me. But only the Speaker 
has the right to decide,” Ap-
pavu said.

TDG NETWORK
Chennai

AMID rUckUs, speAker orDers 
evIcTIoN of eps, AIADMk MLAs

Edappadi K. Palaniswami with AIADMK MLAs after being evicted.

resoLUTIoN 

DIscoNTeNT AgAINsT 
HINDI ‘IMposITIoN’ 
grows, sTALIN Moves 
resoLUTIoN 

The Tamil Nadu government 
on Tuesday moved a resolu-
tion against Hindi imposition 
in the state Assembly.

The resolution said the re-
port submitted to President 
Droupadi Murmu recently 
by the Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah-led Parliamen-
tary Committee on Official 
Language has been debated 
across the country today. 
Many recommendations that 
have been made in that report 
are detrimental to the people 
of the non-Hindi-speaking 
states, including Tamil Nadu, 
and contrary to the promise 
made by former Prime Min-
ister Jawaharlal Nehru, said 
the Tamil Nadu government.

“This House expresses con-
cern that the recommenda-
tions of the Parliamentary 
Committee, now presented, 
are against the two-language 
policy resolution moved and 
passed by Perarignar Anna 
in this August House, con-
trary to the promise made by 
the then Prime Minister Neh-
ru to the non-Hindi-speaking 
States and are against the use 
of English as an official lan-
guage, ensured by the reso-
lutions passed in 1968 and 
1976 on Official Language,” 
said the resolution.

It stated that Tamil Nadu 
has been pushed to the fore-
front once again to defend 
the mother tongue Tamil, to 
keep English as the official 
language, to preserve all 22 
languages listed in the Con-
stitution’s 8th Schedule, and 
to protect the rights of peo-
ple in non-Hindi-speaking 
states. 

“This House urges the 
Union Government not to 

implement the recommen-
dations made in the Report 
of the Parliamentary Com-
mittee on Official Languages 
submitted by its Chairman to 
the President on 9 September 
2022, which are against the 
state languages, including 
Tamil, and also against the 
interests of the people who 
speak those languages,” the 
resolution said.

Meanwhile, Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) MLAs 
walked out of the House as 
the Tamil Nadu Assembly 
passed a resolution against 
‘Hindi imposition.’

According to the Tamil 
Nadu government, the parlia-
mentary panel recommenda-
tions included: “Hindi should 
be the medium of instruction 
instead of English in the ed-
ucational institutions of the 
Union Government such as 
IITs, IIMs, AIIMS, and Cen-
tral Universities. In order to 
make Hindi a common lan-
guage, Hindi should be made 
the medium of instruction in 
all educational institutions 
of the Union Government, 
including technical and 
non-technical educational 
institutions and Kendriya 
Vidyalayas.”

The state government said 
the parliamentary panel’s 
recommendation also said 
that in the employment of the 
youth, the English language 
should be removed from 
the compulsory papers and 
only Hindi should be given 
priority.

Earlier on Sunday, Chief 
Minister M.K. Stalin wrote 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi that the recommenda-
tions should not be accepted 
or implemented since they 
are against the federal prin-
ciples of the Constitution.

TDG NETWORK
Chennai

sTATe of AffAIrs 

50-yeAr-oLD woMAN geTs 
HIT by bUs wHILe TryINg 
To AvoID poTHoLe, DIes 

While trying to avoid a 
pothole on a road in the 
Rajajinagar area of Benga-
luru on Tuesday, a woman 
succumbed to her wounds 
after she met with an acci-
dent. The mother-daughter 
duo were on a two-wheeler 
and were hit by a speeding 
bus as they tried to avoid 
the pothole on Monday. The 
50-year-old was severely 
injured. The accident took 
place near Sujata Theater on 
Magadi Road. The deceased 
woman has been identi-
fied as Umadevi, while her 
daughter is Sunitha.

“My mother’s death hap-

pened due to potholes on 
the roads and we are asking 
for justice and compensation 
from the government. We 
are from a very backward 
class and my mother was 
the only woman to take care 
of us,” said the deceased’s 
daughter. “We are request-
ing the BBMP to fix all the 
potholes in the city. We will 
file a complaint against the 
BBMP and the KSRTC bus 
driver,” said the deceased’s 
family members. After the 
tragic incident, the Bruhat 
Bengaluru Mahanagara 
Palike (BBMP) Chief Com-
missioner, Tushar Girinath, 
visited the accident spot and 
inspected the site along with 
officers. 

TDG NETWORK
kolkata

rUMbLes

BJP to Speaker: Congress is 
in minority in Rajasthan

A Rajasthan Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) delegation 
met state Assembly Speaker 
CP Joshi on Tuesday and 
submitted a memorandum 
seeking the Speaker’s stance 
on the alleged resignation of 
ruling Congress MLAs.

Gulab Chand Kataria, 
Leader of Opposition in the 
Rajasthan Assembly, said, 
“Due to the delay in deci-
sion-making, a situation of 
anarchy has emerged in Ra-
jasthan. The BJP waited for 
days and submitted a memo-
randum to the Speaker today 
to make a decision without 
delay.”

“There is uncertainty in 
Rajasthan regarding the 

status of those who had re-
signed (Congress MLAs). 
Are they still ministers? As a 
decision has not been made, 
the BJP told the Speaker to 
not stall it and make a deci-
sion so that people know the 
status,” Kataria told report-
ers.

A BJP delegation met the 
State Assembly Speaker, 
CP Joshi, at his residence in 
Jaipur.

BJP MLA Ramlal Sharma 
said, “Congress MLAs had 
accepted that they were re-
signing (during the Rajas-
than crisis). So, a decision 
should be made. The Speak-
er should clarify his stand.”

“We will make all demands 
as per the rules (when asked 
if they will demand a floor 
test in the Assembly). Going 

by the statements of the lead-
ers, the state government 
is in the minority,” added 
Sharma.

Earlier on Monday, Con-
gress leader Sachin Pilot 
said that the party is con-
templating how they should 
form the government again 
in Rajasthan.

“In the last 30 years, when-
ever the Congress comes to 
power in Rajasthan, it is 
unable to win the elections 
again and loses badly. We 
will do whatever we have to 
do to win the election and 
will work hard together,” 
Pilot said.

Speaking on the next CM’s 
face for the Rajasthan elec-
tion, he said that the party 
will take the decision when 
the right time comes.

TDG NETWORK
Jaipur 

Terror LINks 

Former Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen 
members working for 
Al-Qaeda: Assam Police

The Assam police on Tuesday said that the 
former Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh 
(JMB) and Neo JMB members are now work-
ing for AQIS to establish its network in the 
state in a major breakthrough following the 
arrest of four persons linked with Al-Qaeda 
in Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) and Ansarul-
lah Bangla Team (ABT).

“Out of the four arrested persons, Sadeq 
Ali was earlier associated with JMB and 
Neo JMB and for the last two years has been 
working for AQIS and radicalising youths, 
including Jakibul Ali (who was also arrested 
by police) and others,” said a senior official 

of Assam police.
The police also said that the accused con-

ducted several meetings in Nalbari, Barpeta, 
and some parts of Bodoland Territorial Re-
gion (BTR) this year and indoctrinated many 
youths to join the Bangladesh-based terror 
organisation.

“Sadeq Ali was arrested from Dongar Gaon 
Anchalik Madrassa under Tamulpur police 
station,” police added.

Four persons were arrested by Nalbari Po-
lice and Tamulpur Police in connection with 
involvement in Jihadi activities on 17 October.

The arrested accused were identified as 
Md. Habel Ali, 26, and Abu Raihan, 26, both 
hail from the Ghograpar area of the Nalbari 
district.

TDG NETWORK
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coNTroversIAL

‘co-INcIDeNce THAT rAHUL gANDHI, 
LorD rAM’s NAMes begIN wITH r’
Backing Rajasthan Min-
ister Parsadi Lal Meena’s 
remark that likened Lord 
Ram’s foot journey from 
Ayodhya to Sri Lanka to 
Rahul Gandhi’s padyatra, 
Maharashtra Congress 
chief Nana Patole on Tues-
day said that it is, however, 
a ‘co-incidence’ that both 
of their names begin with 
‘R’.

The remarks of the Ma-
harasthra Congress chief 

came after Meena on Mon-
day said that Rahul Gan-

dhi is walking even more 
than Lord Ram did from 
Ayodhya to Sri Lanka.

“Rahul Gandhi’s paday-
atra will be historic. Lord 
Ram too went from Ayod-
hya to Sri Lanka on foot. 
Rahul Gandhi is walking 
even more than that, from 
Kanniyakumari to Kash-
mir,” Meena said.

Reacting to the state-
ment, Patole said that it is a 
‘coincidence’ that both the 
names Rahul and Ram be-
gin with “R”, but the Con-

gress party does not com-
pare Rahul Gandhi with 
Lord Ram.

“Even Lord Sri Ram also 
walked (Padyatra) from 
Kanyakumari to Kashmir, 
and even Shankaracharya 
walked the same way, and 
so is Rahul Gandhi doing 
in the form of padayatra. 

People are joining him, 
so it’s not a comparison 
with Lord Ram but a co-
incidence that both Lord 
Ram and Rahul Gandhi’s 
names begin with “R”. 

TDG NETWORK
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HUMAN sAcrIfIce rITUALs 

reLIgIoUs beLIefs covID-19 pANDeMIc 

kocHI coMMIssIoNer rULes oUT 
ALLegATIoNs of orgAN MAfIA 

Outrage over a dance 
video at Mahakal 
temple, probe ordered 

Former Kerala health 
minister under scanner 
over corruption 

TDG NETWORK
koChi 

TDG NETWORK
uJJain 

TDG NETWORK
thiruvananthapuraM

The Kochi Police on Tuesday 
said that there is no organ 
mafia behind the murder in 
the killing of two women for 
human sacrifice rituals.

Kochi City Police Commis-
sioner CH Nagaraju said, 
“Allegations of organ mafia 
behind the murder are un-
founded. Organ transplanta-
tion is not possible in unsani-
tary conditions. If you think 
in common sense, it will not 
work. It is suspected that the 
main accused, Muhammed 
Shafi, has misled the co-ac-
cused in this regard.”  He fur-

ther said that there is crucial 
scientific and technical evi-
dence against the accused.

“There is no indication that 
there are more victims. Miss-
ing cases are being inves-
tigated. So far no evidence 
has been found about the 
link between missing cases 
and human sacrifice cases. 
Several phones have been 
seized from the accused. 
Muhammed Shafi, who is 
the main accused mutilated 
the bodies. It is done in the 
butcher’s style. Evidence col-
lection will continue,” Kochi 
Commissioner said.

Meanwhile, Kochi DCP S 
Sasidharan said that the in-

vestigation is in process and 
there is a lot of scientific evi-
dence against the accused.

“There is no evidence 
that the main accused, Mu-
hammed Shafi, victimised 
more people regarding hu-
man sacrifice rituals. 

The investigation is in 
progress. There is a lot of 
scientific evidence against 
the accused. An investiga-
tion is underway into the 
statements that the victim 
woman, Padma’s, phone was 
destroyed. DNA samples of 
victim Padma’s relatives 
were collected. This is for 
the conclusive evidence,” 
DCP said.

Madhya Pradesh Home 
Minister Narottam Mishra 
on Tuesday took note of girls 
who shot an Instagram reel 
on the temple premises in 
Ujjain. The matter pertains 
to girls who shot Instagram 
reels combining Bollywood 
songs on the temple prem-
ises and the sanctum sanc-
torum of Mahakal temple in 
Ujjain. The uploaded video 
on social media went viral.

“I have instructed the col-
lector and the SP to inves-
tigate the matter. Messing 
with religious beliefs in any 
way would not be tolerated,” 

said Mishra.
According to the viral vid-

eo, a girl shot it while per-
forming Jalabhishek in the 
sanctum sanctorum of the 
Mahakal temple. The other 
girl shot the video while 
roaming around the temple 
premises.

After the video went viral, 
the priest of Mahakal Tem-
ple, Mahesh Guru, demand-
ed action against the girls, 
citing the video as derogato-
ry and contrary to the Sana-
tan tradition. “This type of 
video destroyed the sanctity 
of the temple. The employees 
of Mahakal temple were also 
not fulfilling their responsi-
bility,” said the priest.

The Kerala Lokayukta issued 
notice to the state’s former 
health minister, K.K. Shailaja 
and a few others in connec-
tion with alleged corruption 
in the purchase of PPE kits 
and other medical equipment 
during the initial period of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

This is after a complaint 
was filed by Congress leader 
Veena S Nair that many items 
had been purchased at an ex-
orbitant rate. After receiving 
the complaint, the Lokayukta 
sent a notice to three officials, 
post which they explained 
their bit.

The said accused can either 
appear before the Lokayukta 
or through their counsel be-
fore 9 December 2022, in-
formed officials.

As per reports, former Ker-
ala health minister K K Shai-
laja stressed that there was a 
shortage in the availability of 
materials and companies had 
raised the price at the time.

She also highlighted CM 
Pinarayi Vijayan’s consent 
over the matter and said,”I 
had discussed it with chief 
minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
and he asked to purchase 
the material after ensuring 
quality and saving people’s 
life was more important than 
the price.” 

top of the day

ADANI DefeNce 
AND AerospAce 
To AcqUIre AIr 
works 
ahMedabad: adani 
defence Systems 
and technologies ltd. 
(adStl) has signed key 
agreements to acquire 
air works. air works 
has developed extensive 
operational capabilities 
within the country for key 
defence and aerospace 
platforms. From the 
first p-8i aircraft phase 
32 checks to phase 48 
checks and Mro on the 
landing gear of the indian 
air Force’s 737 vvip air-
craft, air works under-
takes base maintenance 
for atr 42/72, a320 and 
b737 fleet of aircraft from 
its eaSa and dGCa-cer-
tified facilities at Mumbai, 
delhi, hosur and kochi. 

Zero 
INTerfereNce 
To MoveMeNT of 
wILDLIfe: NITIN 
gADkArI
new delhi: in a series 
of tweets union Minister 
for road transport and 
highways nitin Gadkari 
informed that work 
is nearly complete on 
Churhat bypass including 
the twin tunnel on the 
rewa-Sidhi section of nh 
75e in Madhya pradesh. 
the Minister said moving 
forward with the vision 
of sustainable develop-
ment and ensuring the 
harmonious coexistence 
of Man, nature & wildlife, 
this bypass has a twin 
tunnel that will result 
in zero interference to 
movement of wildlife in 
the forest. Gadkari said as 
a result of the diversion of 
traffic, the natural habitat 
where ‘white tiger Mohan’ 
lived, has been found to be 
restored. 

cUsToMs seIZes 
goLD worTH rs 
33 LAkH AT kocHI 
AIrporT
koChi: the Customs 
officials intercepted a 
passenger coming from 
dunai at kochi airport 
and seized gold worth 
rs 33 lakh. on the basis 
of intelligence devel-
oped by air intelligence 
unit (aiu), officers 
of aiu kochi batch 
intercepted a passenger 
coming from dubai at 
kochi airport by flight 
iX 434 on tuesday. the 
seized gold was 902 
grams (exp quantity: 
767 gm) valued at rs 
33.57 lakh, said officials. 

gANjA worTH 
rs 3.30 cr seIZeD 
ALoNg AssAM-
TrIpUrA borDer
kariMGanJ: police 
seized a huge quantity of 
Ganja worth rs 3.30 crore 
from a truck in karim-
ganj district along the 
assam-tripura border on 
Monday night. according 
to police, based on secret 
information, a police 
team on Monday night 
had intercepted a truck 
in Churaibari area. “the 
truck was coming from 
the tripura side. dur-
ing checking, our team 
recovered 3,243 kg of 
ganja from the truck. 
we apprehend the truck 
driver identified as Manik 
Singha. we have regis-
tered a case under ndpS 
act,” said niranjan das, 
in-Charge of Churaibari 
police watch post.  

over 60 AIADMk MLAs DoN’T 
wANT ops To be DepUTy LeADer 
of opposITIoN, cLAIMs eps
Former Chief Minister Edappadi Palaniswami (EPS) on 
Tuesday said that more than 60 All India Anna Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) MLAs have given rep-
resentations to the Tamil Nadu Assembly Speaker against 
O Panneerselvam (OPS).

At a press conference, EPS said, “Over 60 MLAs from 
AIADMK don’t want OPS to be the deputy leader of the 
opposition. We had made representations to the Speaker 
on the same. It is been two months since we requested the 
Speaker to remove OPS from the position. But however, 
no changes have been made and OPS is still the deputy 
leader of the opposition.”

EPS was addressing the press after Tamil Nadu Assem-
bly Speaker M Appavu ordered his and AIADMK MLAs 
eviction amid a ruckus in the Assembly.

Nana Patole



The dates of Assembly 
elections in Gujarat 
are not announced 

yet, but the election atmo-
sphere in Gujarat has al-
ready been ignited since last 
few months. The leaders 
of BJP, Congress and Aam 
Aadmi Party have started 
holding meetings, yatras, 
door-to-door campaign, 
promises, slogans, hoard-
ings, and what not. All lead-
ers are trying to attract vot-
ers in their favour through 
their tactics, strategy, ideol-
ogy and styles. There is a big 
change in political scenario 
in the state in comparison 
with last assembly election. 
In 2017 Assembly election, 
the BJP and the Congress 
had contested with multiple 
public rallies and high volt-
age rhetorical exchanges 
between two main leaders 
Narendra Modi and Rahul 
Gandhi. Pre-poll election 
surveys and exit polls pre-
dicted that the BJP would 
electorally overcome the 
Congress easily, but the saf-
fron party did win with a 
simple majority. The results 
showed that the BJP was in a 
precarious political situation 
that called for an increased 
dose of “Modi magic” and 
Amit Shah’s meticulous elec-
tion management to defeat 
one of the biggest challeng-

es the resurgent Congress 
launched against the saffron 
party in Gujarat.

The BJP crossed the major-
ity mark with a surplus of 
seven seats (total 99 seats), 
which was a loss of 16 seats 
as compared to the 2012 elec-
tions. The situation became 
considerably worse for BJP 
when compared to the 2014 
Lok Sabha elections, as the 
party suffered a startling 
loss of 66 assembly seats. 
This means that since its 
ascendancy in Gujarat, the 
BJP tally of seats has for the 
first time dipped below the 
three-digit figure, 51 short of 
its ambitious target of win-
ning 150 Assembly seats. 
The 49% vote share of the 
BJP marked an increase of 
one percentage point, as 
compared with 48% in 2012, 
but it still lost 16 seats in the 
elections. The reason for this 
was that while it won seats 
with an average margin of 
around 30,000 votes, the 
Congress won its Assembly 
seats with an average mar-
gin of around 13,000 seats. 
Thus, Congress votes were 
uniformly spread across the 
state leading to a better vote–
seat conversion, while the 
BJP had a lesser rate of con-
version of votes into winning 
seats and more wasted votes.

However, the BJP distin-
guished itself by outpolling 
the Congress among all seg-
ments like Scheduled Caste/
Scheduled Tribe (SC/ ST) 
groups, regions, and rural-
urban areas. A vote-share 
comparison with the 2014 
elections reveals a major let-
down for the BJP, as it lost 
10 percentage points in vote 
share. It had reaffirmed its 
dominance in the state’s ur-
ban areas by winning 46 of 
the 56 seats with a vote share 

of 58%. The Congress had 
failed to form the govern-
ment for the sixth time, but 
it made an astonishing politi-
cal return by gaining 77 As-
sembly seats; 16 more than in 
the 2012 elections. It had 44 
MLAs in its fold; considering 
defections and horse-trading 
it gained 31 more seats in this 
election. Despite increasing 
its vote share from 39% in 
the 2012 elections to 41%, it 
scored poorly in the state’s 
urban areas, garnering just 
10 of the 56 Assembly mem-
bers.  However, it continued 
its dominance in the rural 
terrain of Gujarat by win-
ning 67 out of the 120 seats, 
14 seats more than the BJP.

The BJP had lost one seat 
each in North, South, and 

Kutch, as well as two seats in 
Central Gujarat and 11 seats 
in its traditional bastion of 
Saurashtra, according to the 
regional equations. The Con-
gress performed well in Sau-
rashtra by winning 13 seats 
more compared with 2012 
elections. Overall, it is clear 
that the 8% gap in vote share 
of the two parties shows that 
the BJP still remains the fa-
vourite party of the Gujarati 
electorate.

This was the analysis at a 
glance, of the 2017 elections. 
In the subsequent years, the 
BJP, keeping in mind the 
calculus of downfall behind 
so-called victory, system-
atically improved from its 
weaknesses which were ex-
posed in the election results.

Present Political 
scenario
This time it is not bipolar 
fight but Aam Adami Party 
has also entered in to Gu-
jarat politics. Ahead of as-
sembly elections, various 

castes groups along with 
political parties, have begun 
mobilisation drives to push 
for their demands such as 
having better representa-
tion and a larger say in the 
State’s politics. In various 
parts of the State, different 
castes and communities are 
holding meetings and con-
ventions to further their in-
terests.

Patidars-the most 
Powerful socio-
economic force
Since the 1980s, the Patidars 
have been the most power-
ful socio-economic force in 
Gujarat. This community 
makes up around 14-15% of 
the population of Gujarat. In 
Saurashtra, the Patidar com-

munity, which is a dominant 
caste with disproportionate 
hold over the region’s politi-
cal economy, held a series of 
meetings ostensibly to dis-
cuss the issues of their com-
munity. However, the real 
purpose was to demonstrate 
their collective power.

The Patidar community 
is divided between Leuva, 
Kadva, Anjana and sub-
caste Matiya Patel. 80% of 
the Patidars are the Leuva 
and Kadva Patels. While the 
Leuva Patel section has been 
an ardent voter of the BJP, 
the Kadva Patel, the clan to 
which Hardik Patel belongs, 
had shifted to the Congress 
as seen in 2017 assembly 
elections. This was a reason 
why Congress got nearly 
41.4% votes in 2017 Gujarat 
assembly elections, an eleva-
tion from 39% it got in 2012. 
There are almost 70 seats in 
the 182 assembly seats in Gu-
jarat where Patel votes mat-
ter a lot and can give an edge 
to any political force. 

oBcs: the most 
dominant 
Political grouP
The OBCs constitute nearly 
52% of the population in the 
state. There are 50 reserved 
seats for OBC, 32 for ST and 
20 for SC in the Gujarat as-
sembly. The Congress has 
an OBC leader as PCC chief 
Jagdish Thakor and Isudan 
Gadhavi is AAP’s joint gen-
eral secretary. Both wooing 
them, the BJP has refocused 
its attention on the non-
dominant groups among 
them.

OBCs include the Vish-
vakarmas, who comprise 
artisans like carpenters, 
blacksmiths; the Bhois, who 
traditionally pick water 
chestnuts and lotus stems 
and sell the same for liveli-
hood; Ranas, who special-
ise in zari work on textiles; 
who rear camels or work 
as drummers; Odhs, who 
build mud houses and dig 
ponds; Goswamis, a com-
munity of sadhus; Van-
zaras, a nomadic commu-
nity; and Nai-Vanand, who 
are barbers. There are near-
ly 146 such OBC communi-
ties in Gujarat. The Kolis are 
spread across the region, 
with predominant pres-
ence in Bhavnagar, Botad, 
Junagadh, Gir Somnath, 
Surendranagar and Rajkot 
districts. They are engaged 
in the agriculture, fishing 
and construction and build-
ing sectors. The Chaudhary 
community has a signifi-
cant presence in Mehsana, 
Banaskantha, Sabarkantha 
and Gandhinagar districts. 
They are mostly engaged in 
farming and dairy farming 
and are the main milk sup-
pliers in the region.

triBals’ 
consideraBle sway
The tribal community that 
holds considerable sway in 
the state politics, account-
ing for 15 per cent of the 
population. There are 27 
seats are reserved for ST in 
Gujarat. However, there are 
47 Assembly seats in Guja-
rat where the ST population 
is more than 10%. In 40 As-

sembly seats, there is more 
than 20% ST population 
and thirty-one Assembly 
seats have more than 30% 
ST population.

The Congress has re-
mained popular choice for 
tribal communities almost 
for a long time, but this time 
AAP’s relentless campaign-
ing in the state should be 
a cause of concern for BJP 
and Congress both. Back 
in August, Arvind Kejriwal 
pledged to the completely 
neglected tribal communi-
ties the implementation 
of the Constitution’s Fifth 
Schedule and the Panchay-
ats (Extension to Scheduled 
Areas) Act (PESA Act), 
1996 in the tribal regions of 
Gujarat if his party was vot-
ed to power. The AAP is not 
the only one promising its 
implementation in the state. 
Earlier this year, Congress 
leaders also spoke about 
PESA as well.

dalits continue to 
face ProBlems
Dalits form around 7% of 
the population and con-
tinue to face discrimination, 
untouchability, oppression 
and violence from employ-
ers and socially dominant 
groups. Long-term govern-
ment initiatives of economic 
redistribution and produc-
tive asset generation, say in 
the form of land reforms, 
have tended to reach them 
on paper only.

BJP is ruling since last 25 
years. They are hoping to 
win on Narendra Modi’s 
popularity and his work for 
development. Congress is 
batting on the issues of in-
flation, unemployment and 
misrule in the state, where-
as AAP is in the role of new 
hope for Gujaratis, blaming 
BJP and Congress for their 
“hidden tie-up” and trying 
to enter Gujarat politics. 
Now it’s a turn of Gujarati 
voters to decide whom to 
entrust the fate of the state.

Sudhir S. Raval is a veteran 
journalist and columnist from 
Gujarat and Consulting Editor 
with iTV Network, New Delhi.

Time for Gujarati voters to 
decide their electoral fate
Leaders of BJP, Congress and AAP are going all-out to woo voters in the state.

TOUGH CHALLENGES

ASSEMBLY POLLS

The votes have been cast for the Congress Presiden-
tial race with both Shashi Tharoor and Mallikarjun 
Kharge as the contesting candidates. While there 
was no official word on this, the unofficial mes-
sage is that Kharge is the candidate backed by the 
Gandhi family; and it is he who is tipped to win. 
While there is expected to be little surprise as to 
who emerges as the winner, what will be interest-
ing is to see the margins. There are a total of 9,000 
plus (around 9,180). What then will be the margin 
where one can say that Tharoor gave a “respect-
able fight” to the Establishment’s candidate. While 
some put this at around 10-15% of the votes i.e. 
around 1500 to 2000, I think if Tharoor can cross 
1,000, he would have won the war even if he lost 

the battle. With most of the PCC delegates being 
appointed through the nomination route, it is clear 
where their loyalties lie. Plus Tharoor has posi-
tioned himself as the disrupter, one who wants to 
shake the status quo, bring in more transparency 
and democracy, while Kharge represents the sta-
tus quo. In other words, with Kharge in place, the 
Gandhis will continue to call the shots; only poor 
Kharge will be the scapegoat when things go wrong 
(as they are expected to do in the coming Gujarat 
and Himachal polls). 

Interestingly, when veteran Congress leader the 
late Jitendra Prasada contested against Sonia Gan-
dhi in November 2000, he managed to get only 94 
votes from the 7,000 plus strong electorate. Given 
this background, if Tharoor manages to cross 250, 
that in itself would be no small feat. Unlike Prasada, 
Tharoor is not an organisational man. His was a 
lateral entry into the party, though there is no deny-
ing his appeal amongst the urban middle class. In 
various interviews, Tharoor has also demonstrated 
his ability to speak both in English and Hindi. In 
fact, his biggest USP is that he always gets the me-
dia’s attention. With the Congress leadership com-
plaining that the media only focuses on PM Modi, 
this is one person who can compete with the PM. 
The Congress can easily use Tharoor to get its mes-
sage out even if he doesn’t make it as party chief. 
In fact, what will happen to Tharoor post the elec-
tion—this is assuming that the political pundits are 
right in predicting his downfall. Will the Gandhis 
treat him as suspicion or will they co-opt him and 
use his skills for the good of the party? Well, that’s 
something we will have to wait and see, though the 
precedents are not in Tharoor’s favour (if he loses).

Priya Sahgal

PersPective
CONGress PresIDeNTIAL rACe

READING BETWEEN 
THE VOTES

After 24 years, Congress will 
once again be in the hands 
of a non-Gandhi. Will he be 
able to stand and run alone? 
The questions are many. The 
challenges are many. Mal-
likarjun Kharge, almost 80 
years old, will have to deal 
with all the challenges if the 
results of the presidential 
polls favour him. All the 
bitterness will come in his 
share. Today, when Kharge 
is likely to become the 
President, the party is going 
through its worst phase. If 
we go into the history of the 
party, then you will find that 

there has never been such a 
big challenge before. From 
Nehru to Gandhi to Indira 
Gandhi, the Congress did 
not get any special challenge 
from the opposition, which 
is the case today. After inde-
pendence, the Nehru fam-
ily dominated. When Indira 
Gandhi was challenged, she 
formed a new Congress and 
took the party forward with 
a new name.

After the formation of the 
new Congress, she got the 
first challenge in 1977, but 
after two years under her 
leadership, the party made 
a comeback. Then her son, 
Rajiv Gandhi, took over the 
command of the party. In 
the wave triggered by In-
dira’s death, the party led by 
Rajiv Gandhi wrote a new 
history, winning more than 
400 seats. But after this vic-
tory, the graph of the party 
started falling. It is not over 
as of today. Rajiv Gandhi, 
who won a massive victory, 

could not handle the party. 
His loved ones started chal-
lenging him. As a result, the 
party lost the 1989 elections 
under his leadership. The 
Congress could not under-
stand the politics of Mandal 
and Kamandal due to which 
the votes of the forward and 
backward castes slipped 
away from the party. The 
Congress also got messed up 
on the internal security and 
foreign policy fronts. As a 
result, another party presi-
dent Rajiv Gandhi also be-
came a victim of terrorists.

Since then, the party and 
the Gandhi family have be-
gun to face challenges. After 
the death of Rajiv Gandhi in 
1991, non-Gandhi P.V. Nara-
simha Rao took over the 
reins of the party. Shocked 
by Rajiv’s death, Sonia 
Gandhi kept herself away 
from politics. Rao started 
the tradition of electing the 
party president in a demo-
cratic way. After him, in 

1997, there was election for 
the post of President. His 
supporter Sitaram Kesri 
defeated Rajesh Pilot and 
Sharad Pawar by huge mar-
gin of votes. Kesri got more 
than 6,000 votes. Pawar got 
more than 800 and Pilot 
could get only around 600 
votes. From here, a new era 
began in the Congress. After 
the party’s defeat in 1996, a 
large section of the Congress 
inspired Sonia Gandhi to 
join politics.

It was feared that Rao and 
Kesri might tighten their 
grip on the party. Then an 
incident happened in Con-
gress that was beyond com-
prehension. The office bear-
ers of his time, including 
Kesri, were forcibly taken 
out of the Congress head-
quarters and handed over 
the command of the party to 
Sonia Gandhi.

Sonia Gandhi trained the 
old veteran leaders like 
Ahmed Patel, Arjun Singh, 

Narayan Dutt Tiwari, Ashok 
Gehlot, Abika Soni, Natwar 
Singh, Balram Jakhar, Sheila 
Dikshit, Kamal Nath, and 
Digvijaya Singh and slowly 
started running the Con-
gress on their own terms. 
But Sonia Gandhi also con-
tested the president’s elec-
tion before taking over and 
took over again defeating 
Rao’s supporter Jitendra 
Prasad, although the BJP 
had become the ruling party 
at that time. The BJP re-
sorted to Kamandal politics 
to suppress Mandal. Cases 
like Ayodhya had become 
an issue. In such a situation, 
Congress played the stake 
of the alliance for power. 
And in 2004, Congress 
won only 147 seats. With 
the help of the coalition led 
by her, the UPA government 
was formed at the Centre. 
Sonia Gandhi refused the 
post of PM and raised her 
stature very high in Indian 
politics. But Congress found 

the help of regional parties 
very expensive. The entire 
blame for corruption fell on 
the head of Congress. With 
this, the policy of Muslim 
appeasement is costing the 
party till date. BJP made 
Muslim appeasement a big 
weapon to woo the majority, 
and with the help of polar-
ization, ousted the Congress 
from power in 2014, some-
thing the party has not been 
able to handle till date. The 
BJP got such a powerful face 
in Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, which the Congress 
has not yet been able to han-
dle. BJP and Prime Minister 
Modi are still making polari-
sation a big issue.

The first question is 
whether Kharge will be able 
to come out of the shadow of 
the Gandhi family. Probably 
not, Sonia Gandhi, Rahul 
Gandhi, and Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra will remain the 
three power centers. Only 
Rahul Gandhi will give per-

mission to change policy 
decisions. The biggest chal-
lenge before Kharge wheth-
er the party will be run 
with the help of the existing 
team of Congress or will he 
be able to make changes, 
because change is not very 
easy. From the centre to 
the states, the condition of 
the organisation is not very 
good. The first major chal-
lenge will be to strengthen 
the organisation by build-
ing it up. It is not very easy 
to unite the factions in the 
states. As far as policy de-
cisions are concerned, re-
moving the tag of Muslim 
appeasement will be the 
most important and dif-
ficult decision. The biggest 
weakness is that it is not 
able to leave the fascination 
of minorities, though mi-
norities have left Congress 
in many states, including 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and 
Bengal. Their trust in re-
gional parties is increasing. 

It remains to be seen what 
Kharge does. Along with 
this, the Aam Aadmi Party 
has dented the Congress 
vote bank in many states, 
and it is to be seen how the 
Congress deals with this. 
Most important is the in-
difference towards state 
elections; Congress is not 
taking the states seriously 
after losing the Lok Sabha 
elections in 2019. It is like 
it has given up the fascina-
tion of the states. The BJP is 
taking advantage of this and 
throwing its full force on 
the states. For Kharge, elec-
tions are to be held in two 
states, Himachal and Guja-
rat, whereas Congress is not 
visible in the race and will 
not have time till 2024. Ra-
hul Gandhi is making an ef-
fort to encourage the party 
with the Bharat Jodo Yatra. 
If Kharge’s experience and 
Rahul’s efforts are success-
ful, then Congress can have 
good days again.

Congress’ future depends on Kharge’s experience, Rahul’s efforts

ajit maindola

opinion
Sudhir S. raval

Congress interim President Sonia Gandhi with 
party general secretary Priyanka Gandhi vadra 
going through the election procedure to cast their 
votes for the party’s presidential elections, at aiCC 
headquarters, in New delhi on 17 October. aNi
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The Union Law Ministry in the case Ashwini 
Kumar Upadhyay v. Union of India & Ors 
submitted before the Supreme Court that it 
cannot direct the Parliament to frame or en-
act any law. As the PILs filed before it seeking 
a Uniform Civil Code in the country must be 
dismissed as non-maintainable.
The PIL was filed by BJP leader and Advo-
cate Ashwini Upadhyay, wherein seeking 
uniformity in the personal laws regulating 
marriage divorce, maintenance and alimony, 
in response to which the Ministry stated,
For enacting a particular legislation, a writ 
of mandamus cannot be issued. Thus, this is 
a matter of policy for the elected representa-
tives of the people to decide and no direction 
in this regard can be issued by the Court and 
it is for the legislature to enact or for not en-
acting a piece of legislation.
It is stated under Article 44 of the Indian 
Constitution is a directive principle requiring 
State to endeavour to secure Uniform Civil 
Code for all the citizens.
Further, the Ministry stated that the pur-
pose behind Article 44 is to strengthen the 
object of “Secular Democratic Republic” as 
enshrined in the Preamble of the Constitu-
tion. Thus, this provision is provided to effect 
integration of India by bringing communities 
on the common platform on matters which 
are at present governed by diverse personal 
laws. In view of the sensitivity and the impor-
tance of the subject matter, in-depth study of 

various personal laws is required.
It was assured by the Ministry to the Court 
that it is conscious of the matter and that the 
21st Law Commission undertook detailed 
examination of the same by inviting repre-
sentations from several stakeholders.
It stated that since the said Commission’s 
term ended in August 2018, the matter will 
be placed before the 22nd Commission.
It added that, as and when the Report of Law 
Commission in the matter is received, the 
same would be examined by the Government 
with the various stakeholders involved in the 
matter.
Before the Supreme Court, six PILs were 
filled, four by Ashwini Upadhyay, one peti-
tion filed by Lubna Qureshi and another pe-
tition filed by Doris Martin, seek enactment 
of UCC.
As per the petitioners, UCC has always been 
seen as a spectacle of religious appeasement, 
and while the Supreme Court or High Court 
cannot ask the Government to implement 
Article 44 of the Constitution but can direct 
the Centre to constitute a committee to pre-
pare a draft of Uniform Civil Code.
The court observed that similar pleas seek-
ing UCC are also pending before the Delhi 
High Court. An affidavit has been filled by 
the Centre before the High Court earlier this 
year, claiming that implementation of the 
Uniform Civil Code, a directive principle 
under the Constitution, the same is a matter 
of public policy and that no direction in this 
regard can be issued by the Court.

IN COURT

UNION LAW MINISTER TELLS 
SUPREME COURT: PIL FOR UNIFORM 
CIVIL CODE NOT MAINTAINABLE, 
NO DIRECTION CAN BE MADE TO 
PARLIAMENT TO FRAME UCC

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in 
the case ML Sharma 
v. Cabinet Secretary 

of India and Ors observed 
and has issued a notice to 
the State of Uttar Pradesh, 
in a PIL petition filed by 
Advocate, Mr. M.L. Sharma, 
wherein seeking directions 
to the State Governments 
and Centre to provide 
complete infrastructure to 
District Courts as it has a 
bearing on the process of 
dispensation of justice to 
the Indian citizens as guar-
anteed under the Constitu-
tion of India.

It is stated in the petition 
that the cause of action to file 
the present petition arose 
when Mr. Sharma visited the 
Hathras court in February, 
2022 and came to know that 
there are no district court 
premises, infrastructure 
and other facilities for judi-
cial officers, the advocates 
and litigants. Thus, it noted 
that the District Court in Ha-
thras is running in a rental 
area, in the horse stable, in 
an old fort.

Though, it had been sought 
by Mr. Sharma that the 
Court’s intervention to is-
sue notice to all the States 
and Union Territories. The 

bench comprising of Justice 
D.Y. Chandrachud and Jus-
tice Hima Kohli observed 
and though it fit to restrict 
itself to the grievances re-
garding the judicial district 
of Hathras for the moment. 
The court while issuing no-
tice to the State of U.P., the 
Bench granted liberty to 

implead the Registrar Gen-
eral of the Allahabad High 
Court and also issued notice 
to them.

The plea stated that the 
notice shall be issued to the 
State of UP impleaded as 3rd 
Respondent. Liberty is also 
being granted to implead 
the Registrar General of the 

High Court of Judicature of 
Allahabad. Thus, the notice 
to be issued to the newly 
added respondent.

It had been asked by the 
concerned Registrar General 
has been asked to file an af-
fidavit and within a period of 
3 weeks, wherein indicating 
steps taken for setting up a 

proper infrastructure for the 
Hathras judicial district.

It had been directed by the 
bench that the first respon-
dent, i.e. Cabinet Secretary of 
India to be deleted from the 
array of parties.

However, the first respon-
dent shall stand deleted from 
the array of parties.

The PIL filed by Mr. Shar-
ma seeking directions for 
framing a constitutional 
committee of Supreme Court 
Judges for implementation 
of infrastructure of district 
court and subordinate court 
in each district of the State 
and Union Territories. Fur-
ther, it is pointed out in the 
petition that the Hyderabad 
District Court of Erraman-
jil, Kukutpatti , Medchall etc. 
are also running in rental 
buildings.

The plea submits that En-
try (11A) of concurrent list in 
Seventh Schedule of the Con-
stitution of India bestows 
combined rights and duties 
upon State Governments 
and Union Government for 
judicial organisations of all 
Courts except the Supreme 
Court of India. It is asserted 
in the petition that in the 
absence of adequate infra-
structure the virtual hearing 
system cannot be adopted by 
the district courts.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: DIRECTED REGISTRAR 
GENERAL OF ALLAHABAD HC TO FILE 
AFFIDAVIT ON INFRASTRUCTURE FOR 
HATHRAS JUDICIAL DISTRICT
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Kal-
kaji Mandir v. Piyush Joshi observed 
and has appointed Additional 
Solicitor General, Ms. Aishwarya 
Bhati as Amicus Curiae, in a peti-
tion assailing the Delhi High Court 
order regarding the administration 
and maintenance of Kalkaji Temple. 
Thus, the Apex Court thought it fit 
to appoint an Amicus in order to 
avoid hearing the pleas in a piece-
meal manner and to have a complete 
overview of the matter.

The bench comprising of Justice 
D.Y. Chandrachud and Hima Kolhi 
observed and also asked Advocate, 
Ms. Archana Pathak Dave for as-
sisting ASG Bhati.

The bench stated that, we request 
Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, ASG for as-
sisting the court as an amicus curiae. 
For facilitating requisite assistance 
to Ms. Bhati we also request Ms. 
Archana Pathak Dave to assist her.

The court also asked Ms. Bhati to 
file a brief note, the Bench indicated 
that it would provide about suffi-
cient time, a time period of 4 weeks 
will be granted to do the same.

Dr. Rajeev Dhavan, Senior Advo-
cate appearing on behalf of the Ma-
hant of the Kalkaji Temple apprised 
the Bench that the main matter be-
fore it pertains to the issue ‘whether 
the it (Mandir) was to be developed 
in its totality or since it being a pri-
vate land it should it be limited to 
cleanliness hygiene. Thus, it was 
added by him that an offshoot to the 
main matter is the challenge to the 
FAO filed before the Single Judge 
of the Delhi High Court, which 
has now been, essentially being 
converted into a writ petition and 
orders are being passed in the na-
ture of orders passed in an Article 
226 petition.

The court Impugning such con-
version as being ‘beyond jurisdic-
tion, it was submitted by Dr. Dha-

van that, can a court redevelop a 
temple in FAO or otherwise? If this 
is correct, then courts in every part 
of the country will be going to some 
temple and say they need to be re-
developed. But, the same is not the 
business of the court.

However, it was submitted that 
recently in a connected matter, a 
Bench led by Justice A.S. Bopanna 
has stated that redevelopment of 
the Kalkaji Temple can continue, 
but the same ought not to disturb 
the rights of the stakeholders.

Adding to it, he stated that at pres-
ent a redevelopment plan is being 
proposed and the same is to be 
considered by the Single Judge on 
28th October, 2022 and in view of 
the same, Dr. Dhavan beseeched 
the Bench for granting a status quo 
order.

The bench of Justice Chandra-
chud was of the view that nothing 
crucial would happen in the hear-
ing which is to take place on 28th 

October, 2022. Thus, he was quick 
to add that the Single Judge might 
be apprised of today’s order of the 
Apex Court and in case some sub-
stantial orders are passed, it was 
stated by him that the aggrieved 
parties can approach the Apex 
Court.

It stated, the Ld. Judge will know 
now that the court have appointed 
Amicus…Whatever happens we are 
here.
Accordingly, the court issued the 

notice in these pleas on 27.04.2022. 
The court while issuing the notice 
refused to stay the High Court di-
rection for appointment of Retired 
Judge, Justice JR Midha as the ad-
ministrator of the Temple for taking 
care of the day-to-day administra-
tion and issues of security and safe-
ty of the temple. It had been direct-
ed by the Single Judge of High Court 
that the entire temple complex shall 
be under the direct supervision and 
control of the Administrator.

IN COURT

Supreme Court Appoints ASG 
Aishwarya Bhati As Amicus Curiae: 
Kalkaji Temple Case
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court observed and has issued 
notice in a plea seeking directions to preserve 
the copyright of the Court over the video foot-
ages of Court hearings live-streamed through 
platforms like YouTube. Further, the appli-
cation sought prevention of usage of live-
stream footage for commercial purposes.

The application seeks that the live-stream-
ing should be done strictly in accordance 
with the judgement in the case Centre for 
Accountability and Systemic Change (CASC) 
&Ors. v. Secretary General &Ors., the bench 
comprising of CJI UU Lalit and Justice Bela 
M Trivedi, heard the matter.

Former RSS idealogue K N Govindacharya, 
filed the petition, it was submitted by him 
that the copyright of live-streamed Supreme 
Court proceedings could not be surrendered 
to private platforms such as YouTube. The 
counsel appearing for the petitioner’s point-
ed out that as per the said judgment, the 
copyright of the live-stream will be retained 
by the Court. Further, the court held that the 
recordings and broadcast cannot be used by 
anyone for commercial purposes.

At the outset, it was remarked by the CJI-
Steps have been taken by us in constitu-

tional bench hearings. Thus, it will then be 
translated for three judge bench hearings. 
We had to break the ice somehow and if we 
were thinking about rules, we would not be 
able to take the step at all.

However, it was agreed by the CJI to issue 
notice on the IA.

The bench in its order stated that the pe-
tition prays for live-streaming of supreme 
court proceedings as per the judgement 
in Centre for Accountability and Systemic 
Change (CASC) & Ors. v. Secretary General 
& Ors. Recently, a decision was taken by 
the full court of Supreme Court to start live 
streaming of proceedings before a constitu-
tion bench which also decided that the scope 
of live-streaming can thereafter be expanded. 
Notice issued only on the prayer in interim 
application returnable on 28th Nov 2022.

However, four years ago, on September 
26, 2018, the Supreme Court in the Swapnil 
Tripathi case, had accepted in principle the 
idea of live-streaming cases of public impor-
tance. Earlier, it was remarked by CJI Lalit 
that the Supreme Court will soon have its 
own platform for live-streaming.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: NOTICE ISSUED 
ON PLEA TO RETAIN COURT’S 
COPYRIGHT OVER LIVE-STREAM 
VIDEOS OF HEARINGS, PREVENT 
COMMERCIAL USE OF FOOTAGES

TDG NETWORK 
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Renowned actor and ac-
tivist Nana Patekar’s style 
is unique, but when he 
delivers dialogues about 
the questions troubling 
common man, it leaves 
people simply awestruck. 
His style is visible in films, 
but this time he posed the 
same questions to the chief 
minister Eknath Shinde 
and deputy chief minister 
Devendra Fadnavis during 
the Lokmat Media Group’s 
Maharashtrian of The 
Year awards ceremony! He 
asked, do we have any val-

ue as a voter? After we have 
voted, what should we do 
if the people’s representa-
tives fail to perform? We 
will do whatever we want 
to after five years but what 
to do in the meantime?
The question asked by 
Nana Patekar truly repre-
sents the question of every 
voter in this country. We 
have read and heard this 
since childhood that in a 
democracy, the voter is 
omnipotent. His one vote 
can decide the victory or 
defeat of a candidate. The 
representative of the voter 
sits in the supreme body 
of this country right from 
Parliament to the State 
Legislative Assembly and 
the Panchayat, makes poli-
cies and runs the country. 
Therefore, the voter is the-
oretically the most power-
ful. But the situation today 
is not hidden from anyone. 
Our founding fathers who 
envisioned Indian democ-

racy would never have 
imagined that the voter 
would remain powerful 
only on paper, while all the 
sources of power would be 
in the hands of the leaders. 
Voters will remain helpless 
and leaders will continue 
to prosper! This question 
always troubles the com-
mon man as no one knows 
what a leader apparently 
does. But only after some 
time of becoming a leader, 
how does his fortune start 
smiling? His house be-
comes luxurious, and he 
starts moving in expensive 
vehicles! I know that not 
all politicians are corrupt 
but if such questions pop 
up in the mind of the com-
mon man, there is no harm 
in believing that there is no 
smoke without fire!
It’s not just about corrup-
tion! Now crime has also 
taken politics in its grip to 
a great extent. The report 
of the Vohra Committee in 
1993 and the National Com-
mission set up to review the 
working of the Constitu-
tion in 2002 clearly stated 
that the number of people 
with serious criminal back-
grounds was increasing 
in politics. The statistics 
compiled later also confirm 
this. The report of National 
Election Watch Associa-
tion for Democratic Reform 

says that in 2009, 76 peo-
ple with serious criminal 
cases entered Parliament, 
while in 2019, 159 such 
people managed to enter 
the Parliament. Of course, 
political parties give tick-

ets to candidates who have 
the potential to win, but it 
is the voter’s responsibility 
to choose the right people. 
Why do so many so-called 

‘Bahubalis’ and criminals 
are elected over and over 

again? After all, why do 
good people like Naval 
Tata lose elections? How 
will the situation improve 
until the voters keep their 
distance from the electoral 
blandishments?

At the time of elections, pol-
iticians ask for votes with 
folded hands, but once they 
win, they start behaving 
like emperors. I personally 
know many such leaders 
who, even after winning 
elections, remain as polite 
and accessible to the people 
as before. It is because of 
such leaders that there is 
a semblance of balance in 
the society. But the attitude 
of most leaders changes. If 
they suspect that people of 
a certain area have not vot-
ed for them, they indulge 
in the politics of vengeance 
too. It is obvious that the 
role of the voter remains 
confined only to choosing 
the representative. The 
voter does not have a hold 
on what the people’s rep-
resentative does later. If he 
changes the party, the voter 
cannot do anything. Al-
though a law was enacted 
to prevent defection, we are 
seeing how it has failed!
In reply to Nana’s ques-
tion, deputy chief minister 
Devendra Fadnavis said 
the value of the leader is 
because of the value of the 
voter. Theoretically, this is 
true for those leaders who 
practise politics for the wel-
fare of the common man, 
but it is not true for those 
leaders who develop power 
in the form of private pow-

er centres! That power cen-
tre starts fragmenting the 
society in various forms.
So now the question is 
what should the voters 
do? Shouldn’t they have 
the right to call back their 
representatives if they so 
desire? This law was in 
vogue in the Athenian De-
mocracy of Greece. It was 
also implemented in the 
Los Angeles, Michigan and 
Oregon municipalities in 
the early twentieth century. 
In 1995, the British Colum-
bia Assembly implemented 
the ‘Right to Recall’. Lok 
Nayak Jayaprakash Na-
rayan supported the ‘Right 
to Recall’ in 1974, and in 
2008, the then speaker of 
Lok Sabha Somnath Chat-
terjee supported it too. The 
discussions continued on 
this even later, but no con-
crete solution was arrived 
at. Nana’s question is valid. 
We have to find answers 
or else it will continue to 
weaken Indian democracy. 
Nana has given vent to the 
people’s viewpoint, which 
is why more than 20 lakh 
people have seen and heard 
the mega interview on Lok-
mat’s digital platforms!

The author is the chairman, 
Editorial Board of Lokmat 
Media and former member of 
Rajya Sabha.

ANALYSIS

Do we have any value as voters?

analysis
VIJAY DARDA

During Maharashtrian of The Year awards ceremony, Nana Patekar asked a very serious question to CM & Dy CM

This is a very serious and pertinent question. Even 
after taking the oath of office and secrecy, if the people’s 
representative reneges on his promises, establishes himself 
as a powerful person and forgets the voters, what should 
the voters do? If Indian democracy is to be strengthened, 
we will have to find an answer to this question.

India has the world larg-
est democracy where 
there is multi party 

parliamentary system and 
free elections with an inde-
pendent judiciary which 
give rights to every individ-
ual without any discrimi-
nation. But the egalitarian 
system has not given justice 
to the prisoners. The legal 
system in India excludes 
the detainee from the vot-
ing rights. This shows that 
the checks and balances 
of democratic rights or the 
human rights differ for the 
prisoners in temporary 
imprisonment and police 
detention eliminate their 
constitutional rights. How-
ever the contemporary so-
cietal notion for prisoners 
should be the reformative 
structures but here the In-
dian legal system deprive 
the citizens even the under 
trial’s from their constitu-
tional voting rights. 

Article 326 of Indian con-
stitution has right to vote 
stating that in “the house 
of the elections to the house 

of the people and to the leg-
islative assembly of every 
state shall be on the basis of 
Adult suffrage”. Also, the 
rights in accordance with 
the Article 21 of Univer-
sal Declaration of Human 
Rights (UDHR) and Article 
25 of International Cov-
enant on civil and political 
rights (ICCPR) mention the 
equal voting rights of the 
citizens so that they can ex-
press their will to elect their 
representative. Both the 
mentioned articles vividly 
states the description which 
carries the word “Everyone 
has the right to vote with-
out any distinction on the 
basis of race, caste , color, 
status,  language , religion, 
sex, political  or any other 
opinion, national or social 
origin”.

 Similarly, there are other 
various international con-
ventions like The Ameri-
can convention, European 
convention and the Afri-
can chatter on the human 
rights  in support of the vot-
ing rights  which states the 
freely participation of every 
individual in the govern-
ment election. This should 
be seen as the reformative, 
rehabilitation and reinte-
gration to the society main-
ly for the prisoners as men-
tioned in the Hirala Mallick 
vs. State of Bihar [AIR 1977 
(SC 2237)]. This helps in 
protection in the rights 
and the dignity of the of-
fenders who are still in the 

process of undertrial and 
the temporary detainee in 
the police custody. There-
fore, with this enlightened 
convention in Europe, Swit-
zerland, Finland, Norway, 
Denmark, Ireland, the Bal-
tic States, and Spain already 
allow prisoner voting.

Here the question arise 
that if a person imprisoned 
is obligated to pay taxes 
then Why he is deprived 
of his Voting rights? (Pilk-
ington 2018) This gives 
a clear view that an indi-
vidual does not have his 
absolute citizenship rights. 
This practice of barring in-

dividuals from their voting 
rights who are convicted for 
the crime known as Felony 
disenfranchisement. This 
Deprivation comes from an 
archaic concept which is 
known as civil death. This 
issue of disenfranchise-
ment in India ought to be 
dealt with the Section 62(5) 
of Representation of people 
Act, 1951 which prohibits 
the voting rights of the con-
victed person. Elaborately, 
with the Supreme Court 
Judgment in the State of 
Andhra Pradesh vs. Challa 
Ramkrishnan Reddy (AIR 
2000 SC 2083) explains 

that the person convict or 
under trial will also de-
prived of their constitution-
al rights. 

Understanding the pris-
oner a human being is a so-
cial responsibility and tak-
ing away such rights is the 
breach of a social contract 
which disrupts the rights of 
the person who are already 
struggling with their trials 
and delay in justice. The 
democratic culture brings 
equal and fair electoral 
rights but the arbitrary no-
tion for prisoners does not 
allow them to enjoy equal 
rights in the confined state. 

In 2019, a PIL has been 
forwarded  challenging 
Section 62(5) of representa-
tion of the people act, 1951  
before Supreme Court for 
its constitutional valid-
ity in the Anukal Chandra 
Pradhan vs. Union of India 
(AIR 1997, SC 2814), as they 
stated that the section has 
broadly worded and it af-
fects the under trials also 
in the civil prison. But the 
court upheld stating that 
imprisonment is resulted 
with the individual’s con-
duct for the violation of 
law which deprived the in-
dividual of his liberty and 

cannot claim equal rights 
for speech and expression 
like others. Also, points out 
the provisions limiting pris-
oner’s voting rights struck 
down in the Supreme court 
of Canada and south Af-
rica and European courts of 
Human rights with the rea-
son that to preserve the in-
tegrity of voting process in 
the case of Sauve v Canada.

Further, in the case of 
Minister of home affairs 
vs. Nicro where they em-
phasize on the democratic 
supremacy where right to 
vote was used to entrench 
and marginalize the major-

ity of people of our country 
which is the progressive 
idea. Whereas, according to 
the records of India’s crimi-
nal justice system, maxi-
mum number of Dalits, 
tribals and other weaker 
section people are impris-
oned in the Indian Jails 
and majority of them are 
undertrails. Delay in the ju-
dicial procedures affecting 
the country’s unity which 
has been up bring with the 
same legislation in the past 
history to protect the rights 
of these sections.

However, critically ana-
lyzing the issue evidently 
proved the worse condition 
of prisoners. Already they 
are at the vulnerable stage 
where they are struggling 
with the conditions of In-
dian jail. Instead of making 
them to be alive by provid-
ing voting rights where 
they can practice the right 
of expression and be the 
part of our society. We are 
pushing them back with 
the denial of their rights 
and addressing them with 
civil death. The author 
strongly recommends the 
judicial system should in-
tervene in constitutional 
or statutory rights of the 
prisoners who are in the 
temporary custody or the 
undertrail prisoners.  As 
per the settled legal prin-
ciple which mention that 
“A person is innocent until 
proven guilty”, this  laid 
stress that the judiciary 
should differentiate among 
prisoners, undertrails and 
those in lawful police cus-
tody. Therefore, legislation 
should not be imposed 
with the direction to pun-
ish the violators, but there 
should be the reformative 
or rehabilitation practices 
in the prisons, so that being 
in a prison does not cease 
their human rights. 

Enfranchisement of Voting Rights 
for Prisoners

ANALYSIS
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TOP OF THE DAY

RUSSIA MILITARY  
PLANE CRASH 
TOLL RISES TO 13
MOSCOW: At least 13 
people have been killed, 
including three chil-
dren, in a military plane 
crash that took place in 
a residential area of the 
southwestern Russian 
town of Yeysk, near 
Ukraine on Monday, 
Russian state media 
reported. Ten bodies were 
found after the removal of 
debris at the incident site 
got completed. “Rescu-
ers have completed 
clearing the debris. Ten 
bodies were found during 
rescue activities, which 
brings the total number 
of deaths to 13 people, 
including three children. 
Nineteen people were 
injured in the emergency 
situation,” TASS reported 
quoting the Emergencies 
ministry’s representative 
as saying.

US FIRST LADY JILL 
BIDEN BOOED AT 
EAGLES GAME
PENNSYLVANIA: US First 
Lady Jill Biden, who at-
tended the National Foot-
ball League final, was 
reportedly booed at the 
stadium by the fans of the 
only unbeaten team, the 
Philadelphia Eagles on 
Sunday. On Sunday, after 
the final match between 
Philadelphia Eagles and 
Dallas Cowboys, several 
unbeaten team players 
and fans left in National 
Football League report-
edly booed Biden when 
she stepped onto Lincoln 
Financial Field, Fox News 
reported.

AUSTRALIA DENIES 
REVERSAL OF 
RECOGNITION OF 
JERUSALEM AS 
ISRAELI CAPITAL
TEL AVIV: Australia on 
Monday denied that it 
has reversed a deci-
sion, made under former 
Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison to recognize 
West Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital and said 
there has been no change 
in policy. The denial came 
from Foreign Minister 
Penny Wong hours after 
the UK’s publication The 
Guardian reported that 
Australia’s Department of 
Foreign Affairs dropping 
its stance recognising 
West Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel, reported 
The Times of Israel. Wong 
denied the reversal of 
the decision made by the 
previous government. A 
spokesperson for Wong 
told Australia’s ABC 
News that the govern-
ment “continues to con-
sider the final status of 
Jerusalem as a matter to 
be resolved as part of any 
peace negotiations.”.

FAKE CRYPTO 
DETECTION  
SERVICE RELEASED
SEOUL: Choi’s MU:onoff, 
a blockchain project has 
launched a fake crypto-
currency coin detection 
service to prevent an 
increasing number of 
fraudulent coin vic-
tims, Global Economic 
reported. Choi’s MU:onoff, 
a blockchain project 
launched to build a block-
chain ecosystem and im-
prove user convenience, 
said on Monday that it will 
release MU: Cops, a fake 
coin detection service. Millions of people have reportedly been forced to scavenge for 

food on the streets in the war-torn nation.

The US on Sunday (local 
time) backtracked on Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s alarm over 
Pakistan’s ability to secure 
its nuclear arsenal and said 
that the country can secure 
its nukes.

US State Department 
spokesman, Vedant Patel 
told reporters, “The United 
States is confident of Paki-
stan’s commitment and its 
ability to secure its nuclear 
assets. It has always viewed 
a secure Pakistan as critical 
to US interests.” Earlier, US 
President Biden said Pakistan 
may be one of the “most dan-
gerous nations in the world” 
during an address in Califor-
nia while speaking about the 
changing global geopolitical 
situation. The US president 
reasoned that he thought 
so as Pakistan has “nuclear 
weapons without cohesion”.

According to the transcript, 
available on the White House 
website, of Biden’s address at 
a Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee recep-
tion in California, he said: “... 
And what I think is maybe 
one of the most dangerous na-
tions in the world: Pakistan. 
Nuclear weapons without any 
cohesion.” Notably, Pakistan 
on Saturday summoned the 
US Ambassador Donald 
Blome for clarification after 
President Biden described 
Pakistan as “one of the most 
dangerous countries in the 
world.” 

Meanwhile, White House 
Press Secretary Karine Jean-

Pierre on Monday (local time) 
tried to avoid US President 
Joe Biden’s “Pakistan one of 
most dangerous nations in 
the world” remarks and said 
that she has “nothing to add 
on” the matter.

Replying to ANI’s ques-
tion in a press briefing over 
Biden’s statement, she said, 
“The United States has no 
new comments on President 
Joe Biden’s Pakistan refer-
ence. The President has said 
before and I am not just going 
to add more. I did mention it 
on Friday in our press gaggle. 
Don’t have anything to add to 
what I said a couple of days 
ago.”

Earlier, Pierre on Fri-
day said US President Joe 
Biden’s statement regarding 
Pakistan’s nuclear assets was 
“nothing new”, adding that 
he has also made those com-
ments before.

“The President (Biden) 
views a secure and prosper-
ous Pakistan critical to US in-
terests. So that is something 
that he has been on Pakistan,” 
the press secretary said re-
plying to a question during 
a press gaggle.

It is pertinent to note that 
Biden’s remarks come in 
the backdrop of the US sell-
ing USD 450 million worth 
of F-16 fleet to Pakistan. US 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken insisted that the sale 
would help Pakistan fight 
against terrorist groups but 
there are problems with his 
justification.

AFTER BIDEN’S ALARM

U.S. BACKTRACKS ON 
PAKISTAN, U.S. STATE 
DEPT SAYS IT CAN 
SECURE NUKES
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

BEIJING’S RHETORIC

China’s UN resolution distortion 
to limit Taiwan’s independence

Post US House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi’s visit to Tai-
wan, China’s rhetoric on the 
self-governing island has in-
creased to an unprecedented 
level, visible by increased 
military exercises by China 
in the Taiwan Strait.

One of the persistent myths 
propagated by the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC) is 
that United Nations General 
Assembly Resolution 2758, 
adopted on October 25, 1971, 
automatically made Taiwan 
a part of the PRC, reported 
Global Strat View. This myth 
has been repeated most re-
cently in the White Paper on 
Taiwan (Xinhua, August 10, 
2022, The Taiwan Question 
and China’s Reunification in 
the New Era’) released by the 
Taiwan Affairs Office of the 
State Council and the State 
Council Information Office

To understand the original 
Resolution and its intent to 
appreciate the distortion 
and disinformation engaged 
in by the PRC to convince 
the world of its ‘One China’ 
policy.

The latest White Paper cites 
the original Resolution ad-
opted in 1971, which under-
took “to restore all its rights 

to the People’s Republic of 
China and to recognize the 
representatives of its Govern-
ment as the only legitimate 
representatives of China to 
the United Nations, and to 
expel forthwith the repre-
sentatives of Chiang Kai-
shek from the place which 
they unlawfully occupy at 
the United Nations and in all 
organizations related to it.”

China has thus taken the 
position that this Resolution 
“settled once and for all the 
political, legal and proce-
dural issues of China’s rep-
resentation in the UN, and it 
covered the whole country, 
including Taiwan, reported 
Global Strat View. China’s 
strategy, as will be seen, is 
two-fold. First, it distorts UN 
Resolution 2758 to prevent 
Taiwan from being recog-
nized at the UN or its related 
bodies as an independent 
nation and, therefore, states, 
“Taiwan does not have any 
ground, or right to join the 
UN, or any other interna-
tional organization whose 
membership is confined to 
sovereign states.”

Second, its universaliza-
tion of the ‘One China’ prin-
ciple in the context of Reso-
lution 2758 has coincided 
with its increasing penetra-
tion of the UN system, per-

mitting the PRC to get other 
organizations to accept its 
stand on Taiwan, reported 
Global Strat View. A March 
2022 Report by Jessica Drun 
and Bonnie Glaser written 
for the German Marshall 
Fund contends that since 
the early 2000s, the PRC 
has undertaken a campaign 
to reinterpret UN Resolu-
tion 2758 as based on its 
‘One China’ principle and 
spread the fallacy that, 
through the Resolution, UN 
member states came to a de-
termination that Taiwan is a 
part of PRC.

PRC has gained the ability 
to influence the UN system 
in a manner as to able to 
exclude Taiwan from or-
ganizations under the UN, 
reported Global Strat View. 
This penetration of the UN 
system has been achieved 
through various means, 
including specialized fund-
ing schemes, signing of 
MoUs, and embedding PRC 
nationals across all levels 
of UN staff and outside it. 
While China has repeatedly 
claimed that there is inter-
national consensus to its 
claims on Taiwan, a closer 
look at UN Resolution 2758 
shows that its language in no 
way gives effect the Chinese 
position.
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STRUGGLE TO STAY ALIVE

Humanitarian 
needs of Afghans 
rising: Red Cross 
TDG NETWORK
KABUL

The there is no end to the crisis in Afghanistan as more and 
more people are compelled to live on the streets and struggle 
to find food, the International Committee of the Red Cross 
stated, highlighting the increasing need for humanitarian aid 
in the country.

Millions of people have reportedly been forced to scavenge 
for food on the streets in the war-torn nation, which is also 
why the Red Cross International has appealed to the inter-
national community to ramp up assistance to the people 
of Afghanistan, Khaama Press reported. In the wake of an 
excessive surge in food insecurity in Afghanistan, the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations has pro-
vided aid to 38 percent of Afghans to help them avoid the 
impact of the ongoing crisis. The Japanese Embassy in Kabul 
announced on Sunday that Japan has pledged to donate 5.5 
million dollars in aid to Afghanistan’s health sector, Khaama 
Press reported.

Since the Taliban took control of Afghanistan, the country 
has been facing a severe decline in human rights, women’s 
rights, and religious freedom. Earlier in July, the UN mission 
in Afghanistan released a report and outlined the human 
rights situation prevailing in the country.

The UN mission further stated that the United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) and the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) also have a significant role to play in ensuring 
that people in the war-ravaged nation get easy access to food 
and basic amenities on a daily basis.

Moreover, amid the Ukraine war, the World Food Pro-
gramme has called for USD 1.1 billion to continue deliver-
ing monthly food and nutritional assistance for the next six 
months to 15 million acutely food-insecure people in Afghani-
stan. The World Food Programme has also raised concerns 
about the economic crisis in Afghanistan.

IMPACT OF FLOODS

PAKISTAN PLANS TO BUY 
WHEAT FROM RUSSIA, SAYS 
ENVOY TO MOSCOW
TDG NETWORK
MOSCOW

Heavily impacted by the unprecedented floods throughout 
the country, Pakistan is now planning to buy wheat from 
sanction-hit Russia amid the ongoing conflict in Ukraine. 
“The two technical sides are already discussing that. We 
want to procure wheat from Russia,” Pakistani Ambassador 
to Moscow Shafqat Ali Khan said in an interview with the 
news agency TASS. 

The Pakistani ambassador said they look to Rus-
sia as a long-term and stable partner when it 
comes to food supplies amid the food crisis . 
“Russia has emerged as a new supplier for us. Earlier it used 
to be different countries. We look to Russia as a long-term, 
stable partner when it comes to food supplies for us,” he said.

According to Dawn, Pakistan is staring at a possible food 
crisis after the production of wheat in the upcoming Rabi 
season is expected to drop as farmers look out for alternative 
crops due to low-profit margins. The Pakistani envoy said 
both countries are also discussing the possibility of switching 
to settlements in national currencies in trade.

‘TOO FAST WITH REFORMS’

Liz Truss ‘sorry’ for economic 
‘mistakes’, but vows to stay on
TDG NETWORK
LONDON

UK Prime Minister Liz Truss 
on Monday (local time) 
apologised for going “too far 
too fast” with reforms that 
caused investor confidence 
to evaporate and her poll rat-
ings to plunge, however, she 
vowed to stay on and lead 
Tories into next election.

In an interview with UK-
based media, Truss said, 
“I do want to accept re-
sponsibility and say sorry 
for the mistakes that have 
been made. we went too far 
and too fast,” reported The 
Straits Times. However, 
she said that she was “com-
pletely committed to deliver-
ing for this country” despite 
questions over who was now 
in control of government 
policy, she told. Her gov-
ernment on Monday axed 
almost all of its debt-fuelled 
tax cuts unveiled last month 
to avert fresh market chaos.

Jeremy Hunt, who was 
appointed on Friday after 
Truss sacked her close ally 
Kwasi Kwarteng, jettisoned 
the remaining major planks 
of her tax-cutting agenda on 
Monday, including scaling 
back her vast energy sup-
port scheme. Asked if she 
was now prime minister in 
name only, Truss said she 
had appointed Hunt because 

she knew she had to change 
direction, reported Austra-
lian daily, The Islander.

The shock move by new 
finance chief Jeremy Hunt 
- parachuted into the job 
on Friday to replace sacked 
Kwasi Kwarteng - leaves 
Truss’ position in a precari-
ous state, with Conservative 
MP Roger Gale saying that 
Hunt was “de facto prime 
minister”. Hunt estimated 
the tax changes would raise 
about Pound 32 billion per 
year after economists es-
timated the government 
faced a Pound 60 billion 
black hole. He also warned 
of tough spending cuts.

The chancellor of the ex-
chequer said no government 
could control markets - but 
stressed his action would 
give certainty over public 
finances and help secure 
growth.

“The prime minister and I 
agreed yesterday to reverse 
almost all the tax measures 
announced in the growth 
plan three weeks ago,” Hunt 
told parliament, flanked by a 
grim-faced Truss. The chan-
cellor also announced the 
formation of an economic 
advisory council, featuring 
four experts outside of gov-
ernment.

Hunt scrapped plans to axe 
the lowest rate of income tax 
and curbed the govern-
ment’s flagship energy price 
freeze - pulling the plug in 
April instead of late 2024.

A proposed reduction in 
shareholder dividend tax 
was also binned, along with 
planned tax-free shopping 
for tourists and a freeze on 
alcohol duty.

The announcement comes 
as Truss’ governing Con-
servative party tanks in the 
opinion polls amid the re-
versals and Britain’s wors-
ening cost-of-living crisis. 
Tax reductions financed 
via borrowing were the 
centrepiece of last month’s 
ill-fated budget. Truss had 
already staged two embar-
rassing budget U-turns, 
scrapping tax cuts for the 
richest earners and on com-
pany profits, and is now fac-
ing calls to resign even from 
her own MPs.

Liz Truss

ECONOMIC GROWTH

GRAND VISION: XI ALONE 
STANDS ATOP THE CCP
TDG NETWORK
HONG KONG

If any demonstration was needed of the divine leadership 
of Chairman Xi Jinping, it was found on the opening day 
of the 20th National Congress of the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP). On October 16, Xi told assembled party lumi-
naries of his grand vision for 1.4 billion Chinese. His report 
was entitled “Hold High the Great Banner of Socialism 
with Chinese Characteristics 
and Strive in Unity to Build a 
Modern Socialist Country in 
All Respects”. 

Normal practise is for the 
General Secretary to read the 
report to Congress in its en-
tirety. At the 19th Party Con-
gress five years ago, it took Xi 
three hours to read . Xi only 
read a truncated version, 
delivering it in two hours. It 
is unclear why this was so, 
though a few analysts said it 
might relate to Xi’s health condition. Despite the finest of po-
litical theatre at the National Congress, as Xi assumes an un-
precedented third term and returns China to the pathology 
of the troubled Mao era, serious challenges have emerged 
that not even Xi’s omniscience can solve. 

China’s economic growth is waning, tensions with the 
USA and other countries have risen, state repression of 
the populace tightens, and Beijing’s reputation around the 
world is sharply declining. Indeed, since Xi’s 19th National 
Congress speech, much has changed. Yet, after ten years in 
power, Xi’s trajectory is clear and this congress will not see 
a course correction. Rather, Xi is doubling down on former 
policies and assuming what could almost be described as a 
one-man dictatorship. In a third term, there will be few con-
straints on his personal power, with no thought given to a 
successor. If Xi truly believes he alone can save China and 
guide it into the future, then he has already succumbed to 
the temptations of absolute power

Vladimir Putin, surrounded by sycophants, remains a 
tragic exemplar of someone who reached the same warped 
conclusions about his prowess. In Xi’s report, the most 
frequently used words were “people”, “development” and 
“safety/security”. The words “struggle” and “tech” were 
used a lot more than in the 19th. National Congress, but 
there was almost no mention about “market”. The USA re-
leased its National Security Strategy, the first under Presi-
dent Joe Biden, and it characterized Sino-US tensions as 
strategic competition.  Xi in his speech, instead of the phrase 
strategic competition, external threats were likened to im-
pending storms that need to be navigated. Xi stopped well 
short of painting a picture of China being in a stand-off. Der-
ek Grossman, the senior defense analyst at the RAND Cor-
poration, concluded: “My top impression from 20th Party 
Congress is Xi’s China is everything we’ve worried about. 
It’s a revisionist power that firmly believes it will ultimately 
prevail in strategic competition against America. 

Xi Jinping

Following Russia’s at-
tack on Ukranian 
capital with Iranian-

made Kamikaze drones, 
Washington said that it will 
hold Moscow accountable 
for “war crimes” and will 
continue to impose costs on 
Russia for its aggression.

US President Joe Biden’s 
press secretary, Karine Jean-
Pierre, told reporters “The 

White House “strongly 
condemns Russia’s missile 
strikes today,” Al Jazeera re-
ported quoting US President 
Joe Biden’s press secretary, 
Karine Jean-Pierre as saying. 
Jean-Pierre further noted 
that the US will continue to 
aid the people of Ukraine as 
she referred to a new USD 
725m military aid package 
announced for Ukraine last 
Friday. “More desperate and 
reprehensible Russian at-
tacks this morning against 

civilians and civilian infra-
structure. We admire the 
strength and resilience of the 
Ukrainian people. We will 
stand with you for as long as 
it takes,” the US embassy in 
Ukraine tweeted.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy, in his regular ad-
dress said the air raids were 
continuing in the country. 
“Right now, there is a new 
Russian drone attack,” he 
said.

RUSSIAN AGGRESSION

U.S. WARNS RUSSIA OF ‘WAR CRIMES’ 
AFTER KAMIKAZE DRONE ATTACK ON KYIV
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

•   An aircraft that does not 
return to its base, rather 
it carries a bomb when it 
destroys itself in the pro-
cess, a precision-guided 
munition.

•   It has a short range and 
is attached to an aircraft 
where the pilot decides 
at the last minute whom 
to release it on or what 

target to release it on and 
then it separates from the 
aircraft.”

•   For a cruise missile, the 
target is fitting to the 
missile at the time it is 
launched, whereas in Ka-
mikaze drones, one can 
take a split-second deci-
sion at the last minute 
when it goes to.

WHAT A ‘KAMIKAZE’ DRONE IS
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GAME OF INFLUENCE

Afghanistan in grip of new ‘great 
game’ among US, China, Russia

Afghanistan has al-
ways remained a 
major geo-political 

dispute among the super-
powers and the new blank 
space created post-Taliban 
took over the country has 
created a contest of trio su-
perpowers (the US, China 
and Russia) on securing their 
influence in the war-torn na-
tion.

Ahmad Marzee, a gradu-
ate of Kardan University in 
Afghanistan and Command 
and Staff College of the Unit-
ed States in an opinion piece 
in Khaama Press said that 
Following the expeditious 
withdrawal of the US and its 
partners from Afghanistan in 
August 2021, a new version 
of blank space was created. 

The great game (Tsar Rus-
sia vs Britain), the Cold War 
(USSR/Russia vs America) 
and the war on global ter-
rorism gained the attention 
of the US, China and Russia 
triumvirate to fight for su-
premacy, domination, and 
securing their strategic depth 
in Afghanistan. 

China and Russia were cau-
tiously tracking the vacuum 
in Afghanistan because both 
of them had their diplomat-
ic missions running active 
while other foreign diplo-
matic offices had shut their 
doors in Afghanistan.

China, one of the most pow-
erful countries in the world in 
terms of formidable economy 
and massive military status, 
already made an impression 
on the Taliban, said Marzee.

In addition to that, the 
cornerstone relationship of 

Pakistan with the Taliban 
has put a further value on 
diplomatic ties with China 
and the Taliban. China, as 
an emerging superpower 
country in Asia, always pur-
sues its so-called economic 
domination by investing in 
other countries.

Indeed, China wants to 
expand its influence in Af-
ghanistan through its non-
interference approach. But 
in reality, China is eyeing Af-
ghan’s mines and suppress-
ing the Uyghur minorities 
who have been given shelter 
in Afghanistan, reported 
Khaama Press.

On the other hand, Rus-
sia is looking for a durable, 
trustful and sustainable re-
lationship with the current 
regime of Kabul. 

However, the war on 
Ukraine and the mild activi-

ties of ISK-P in some of the 
northern provinces of Af-
ghanistan have kept Russia 
in a think-tank room.

Russia perceives that prob-
ably its arch-rival (the US) is 
planning to trap it either in 
Afghanistan or Ukraine. On 
the other hand, the weekly 
sending of dollars by the US 
to Kabul and secret meetings 
of the US and the Taliban of-
ficials behind closed doors 
in Doha, have kept the other 
dots of the triangle (China 
and Russia) in the back seats 
of the game, said Marzee.

However, the continuation 
of the triangle game over the 
maintaining of influence 
could further divide the cur-
rent regime of the Taliban 
into smaller groups where 
each might work in a favour 
of any of the triangle super-
powers.
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SRI LANKAN AUTHOR

Shehan Karunatilaka wins 
2022 Booker Prize for fiction

Sri Lankan author Shehan 
Karunatilaka on Monday 
(local time) won the 2022 
Booker Prize for fiction with 
“The Seven Moons of Maali 
Almeida.” 

“We are delighted to an-
nounce that the WINNER of 
the #BookerPrize2022 is’ The 
Seven Moons of Maali Almeida 

‘by Shehan Karunatilaka,” 
tweeted The Booker Prizes. 
Shehan Karunatilaka’s sec-
ond novel is a searing, mor-
dantly funny satire set amid 
the murderous mayhem of a 
Sri Lanka beset by civil war.

The protagonist, Maali Al-
meida, war photographer, 
gambler, and closet gay, has 
woken up dead in what seems 
to be a celestial visa office. His 
dismembered body is sinking 

in the Beira Lake, and he has 
no idea who killed him.. when 
scores are settled by death 
squads, suicide bombers, 
and hired goons, the list of 
suspects is depressingly long. 
But even in the afterlife, time 
is running out for Maali. He 
has “seven moons” to try and 
contact the man and woman 
he loves most and lead them 
to a hidden cache of photos 
that will rock Sri Lanka.

TDG NETWORK
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HUMANITARIAN CRISIS

Pak FM Dar urges IMF to modify 
its policy support amid floods
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

Pakistan Finance Minister Ishaq Dar 
on Sunday urged the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and multilateral 
donors to modify their policy support 
amid catastrophic floods.

Speaking during a meeting of ME-
NAP (Middle East, North Africa, Af-
ghanistan, and Pakistan), the minister 
urged the IMF to modify its response 
to Pakistan’s situation triggered by 
flood calamities, reported Geo News. 
He urged greater policy support from 
the IMF, assuring the organisation of 
Pakistan’s commitment to complete 
the programme. 

Dar held several important meetings 
during his visit to Washington. The 
meeting in Washington DC was at-
tended by finance ministers of different 
countries and central bank governors, 
while the IMF’s Managing Director, 
Kristalina Georgieva, was also present.

Shedding light on the humanitar-
ian crisis and the disaster’s scale, Dar 
pleaded for more policy support for 

Pakistan, reported Geo News. Dar 
welcomed new IMF instruments, Re-
silience and Sustainability Trust (RST) 
and Food Shock Window under Rapid 
Financing Instrument (RFI) to support 
countries. 

He also thanked the IMF managing 
director for her sentiments and com-
mitment to completing the Fund pro-
gramme despite challenges.

The minister also held a meeting with 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) Presi-
dent Masatsugu Asakawa and thanked 
him for the support provided over the 
years as a major development part-
ner of Pakistan and also for the recent 
post-flood commitments, reported Geo 
News.

The ADB president assured the fi-
nance minister of approval of the 
BRACE programme amounting to USD 
1.5 billion and of continued support to 
Pakistan.

Notably, Dar was “welcomed” by an-
gry protestors with chants of “liar” and 
“chor” (thief) at the Washington airport 
in the US as he arrived in the country 
to attend meetings of the World Bank 
and the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), reported Daily Times.

When Dar arrived at the US airport, 
an angry protestor was heard shout-
ing “You are a liar. You are a liar” and 
“Chor-Chor.”

Dar and his aides, visibly angry at the 
slew of profanity targeted at the min-
ister were seen retorting, as seen in a 
video widely shared on social media.

Ishaq Dar

STRATEGIC LOCATION

CHABAHAR PORT: IRAN’S ‘PIVOT TO THE EAST’

The Chabahar Port has 
emerged as a silver lining for 
Iran as it is located at an ideal 
strategic location, connect-
ing the Indian subcontinent 
with both Afghanistan as 
well as Central Asian coun-
tries such as Kyrgyzstan 
and Uzbekistan, to emerge 
as a hub of regional trade 
through promoting mari-
time trading operations.

Since the Ebrahim Raisi 

administration took over, 
Iran’s policy has been a 
“Pivot to the East,” report-
ed policy research group, 
Poreg. Iran’s Supreme Lead-

er, Ayatollah Khomeini, has 
succinctly put Iran’s policy 
thus: “We are preferring the 
East to the West and neigh-
bouring countries to remote 

ones.” Iran acceded to the 
Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization (SCO) after 15 years 
as an observer, a Eurasian 
regional body on September 
16, 2022—a diplomatic tri-
umph for Iran. 

Besides playing a key role 
in the International North-
South Transport Corridor 
(INSTC) as an economic 
hub, Iran provides SCO 
members with secure and 
stable transport routes and 
is committed to further in-
frastructure development, 

particularly at the strategi-
cally important Chabahar 
Port.

It is against this backdrop 
that the June 10 announce-
ment by Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian that India and 
Iran had agreed upon fur-
ther investments in the Cha-
bahar Port becomes signifi-
cant. Both countries have 
also agreed upon banking 
mechanisms for the facili-
tation of trade. Trade in In-
dian Rupees is also on the 
agenda, reported Poreg.

TDG NETWORK
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The Chabahar Port is located at an ideal strategic location.

224 rooms 
and suites

Kitchen District - 
All day dining

52,000 sq ft of 
events space

NOW OPEN to DRINK. EAT. EXPLORE

Janakpuri District Centre Complex, New Delhi, Delhi, India. 110058
For bookings call. +91 11 4612 1234
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Laddoos 
prepared 

by The 
Poona 

Merchants 
Chamber 

for sale 
ahead of 

the Diwali 
festival, in 

Pune on 
Monday.   

ANI 

FESTIVE FERVOUR

FIVE STRANGEST SPORTS IN 
THE WORLD 
We watch different sports and follow famous 
celebrities related to sports. Football, hockey, 
cricket, basketball, and volleyball are just a few of 
the many popular sports out there today. But have 
you ever heard of bed racing? Or extreme ironing? 
Here are five strange sports around the world that 
you won’t believe exist.

Underwater Hockey
Hockey, air-hockey, and even ice-hockey 
are famous sports. But this is one cat-
egory of sport that not many people are 

familiar with. Just like any other hockey, underwa-
ter hockey is played by two teams. The objective is 
simple—push the puck into the opponent’s goal to 
earn a point. The team with the most points at the 
end of the game wins. Isn’t it crazy? 

wife carrying
Originated in Finland, this bizarre sport 
started when men had to prove their 
might by lugging their wives across vast 

distances. Wife carrying has evolved considerably 
over the years. Now, competitors must carry their 
wives 235 metres through a series of obstacles. 
At one point, the race will pass through a pool of 
water that is one metre deep. The first man to 
bring his wife over the finish line will receive the 
equivalent in beer of his wife’s weight. 

toe wrestling
It is similar to arm wrestling in that it 
involves subduing the other player’s foot 
using your foot. Both competitors must 

place their feet on the toedium, a small platform, 
lock their big toes, and attempt to force the other 
competitor’s foot off the toedium. The leg you 
aren’t using must be suspended in the air, even 
though you can place both of your hands on the 
ground.

rolling
Humans can do anything to have more 
cheese in their lives. The participants 
ascend a steep slope to the summit, 
where they wait for the game to start. 

Participants chase after a 9-pound disc of double 
Gloucester cheese that is rolled down the hill to 
start the game. The cheese is won by the first per-
son to reach the bottom of the slope or catch it.

cHess Boxing
This sport involves both the body and 
the mind, with 11 rounds alternating be-
tween regular boxing and a chess game. 
So, after each round of boxing, players sit 

down to a game of chess, after which they return 
to the ring. At the conclusion of the 11 rounds, 
players can prevail by knockout, checkmate, or the 
judge’s decision. Talk about using both our brains 
and muscles.

— APOORVA CHAUDHARY 

#womeniPl

Bcci aPProves to condUct 
women’s iPl, netizens laUd tHe 
decision of Bcci
It’s a piece of good news for cricket fans and IPL lovers 
as the General Body approved to conduct the Women’s 
Indian Premier League (IPL). The Women’s IPL is all set 
to take place in 2023. The green signal is given right after 
the 91st Annual General Meeting of the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India. 

Netizens lauded the decision on Twitter. 
One of the Twitter users expressed his happiness and 

Tweeted, “Women’s Ipl finally a reality... Being a father to 
a girl, can’t be happier for the girls who live this game and 
dream of making it big! Here’s the opportunity... Go and 
Fly girls! The sky is the limit!

Meanwhile, another user said, “Long overdue, finally 
approved. This will surely broaden the cricketing culture 
in India and more importantly women’s cricket!”

“In the 2022 AGM, the BCCI elected Roger Binny as 
president and approved the conducting of a Women’s 
IPL,” a third user tweeted. 

Moreover, a user wrote, “Women’s IPL is HISTORIC 
news and certainly long overdue!”

Hardik that I 
knew, used to 
dive around 
and stop the 
balls. My goal 
this year is to 
grab a catch 
that could go 
down as one of 
my best ever.

— Hardik Pandya

BRAIN-PICKING

Indian all-rounder, on his fielding skills.

A sanctuary that doesn’t burst 
crackers on Diwali for the sake of birds

HABITAT 

EMOTION 
MYSTICAL 

TDG NeTwORk
SIvAGANGAI

For many years, local villagers of Vetan-
gudipatti and Periya Kollukudipatti vil-
lages near Tirupattur have celebrated 
Diwali without burning firecrackers, as 
they don’t want to hurt the birds in the 
Vettangudi bird sanctuary, Sivagangai 
district.

The Vettangudi birds’ sanctuary is a 
natural habitat for winter migratory 
birds which fly from as far as Switzer-
land, Russia, Indonesia, and Sri Lanka. 
The sanctuary is a safe place for roost-
ing, breeding, and feeding. The sanctu-
ary attracts 15,000 birds a year.

The sanctuary has been considered 
one of the safe and protected breeding 
grounds for over 200 species of migra-

tory birds for almost half a century, 
which have flocked to the irrigation 
tanks in Vettangudi, Periya Kollukudi 
Patti, and Chinna Kollukudi Patti ever 
since the local villagers have been cel-
ebrating crackerless Diwali.

As a mark of appreciation for the vil-
lagers’ decision, the Forest Department 

has been distributing half-kg sweets to 
all residents of the three villages on ev-
ery Diwali. Not just for Diwali. The vil-
lagers do not burst crackers even during 
marriages and temple festivals.

“We do not burst firecrackers in this 
village, for birds. Birds are like our pets, 
so we avoid bursting crackers altogeth-
er. Our children were also kept away 
from bursting crackers for the sake of 
bird. It’s been twenty years since I came 
to this town, but till now I have never 
celebrated Diwali with crackers,” Ma-
heshwari, a resident of Vettangudipatti, 
told ANI.

Another local resident, said that “I am 
75 years old and have never celebrated 
Diwali. We see the birds that come here 
as our children, so we don’t celebrate 
Diwali for birds,” he added.

SPECIALITY 

Diwali is as much a fes-
tival of lights as it is 
of food. It’s the occa-

sion when people love to in-
dulge in different delicacies, 
especially sweets.

When it comes to Diwali 
sweets, soan papdi instantly 
comes to mind, all thanks to 
relatives for playing ‘pass the 
parcel’ with it.

Soan papdi, also known 
as san papri, sohan papdi, 
or patisa, is usually cube-
shaped or served as flakes, 
and has a crisp and flaky 
texture. It is prepared with 
ingredients such as all-pur-
pose flour, gram flour, sug-
ar, water, and milk. I don’t 
know if it’s really the taste or 

the affordable price that ac-
tually makes this light-as-air 
sweet the official Diwali gift.

Interestingly, soan papdi 
not only rules the Indian 
markets during the festive 
season but also witnesses a 
meme fest on social media.

As this year’s Diwali is 

just around the corner, soan  
papdi has already become 
the talk of the town on the 
internet. speedily. The Twit-
terati couldn’t help but make 
memes about this unique 
and interesting phenom-
enon of gifting the yellow 
flaky sweet on Diwali.

Take a look at how netizens 
are sharing memes, jokes on 
soan papdi ahead of Diwali:

“Today he gave me a nick-
name, “soan papdi.” Should 
i consider it a love language 
or a hate language,” a Twitter 
user quipped.

“HR is thinking about this 
only, and asking for vendors, 
and scrolling through mul-
tiple social media platforms 
to get ideas. Some of us are 
also noticing people in metro 
to crack a useful gift for the 

employees. Itna stress matlo 
HR just chill-Kuch nahi mila 
to soan papdi to hai,” a social 
media user tweeted.

“A pilot is the second high-
est traveller in the world in 
October, so Soan Papdi is still 
at first,” a Twitterati joked.

One netizen created a soan 
papdi meme using stills from 
the Akshay Kumar-starrer 
‘Welcome’ film. The stills 
show the actors of Welcome 
playing a deadly game of 
passing the parcel. With this 
particular meme, the social 
media user joked about how 
people get Soan Papdi every 
Diwali in spite of several at-
tempts to get rid of it.

Whether you like it or not, 
soan papdi certainly finds 
its way to your homes on 
Diwali.

LOVE IT, HATE IT, BUT YOU CAN’T 
IGNORE SOAN PAPDI 
TDG NeTwORk
NeW DeLHI
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CULTURE 

 CRAzE AMONG INDIAN DIASPORA 
FOR RAjASTHAN’S FAMED 
‘DHOAD’ BAND AHEAD OF DIWALI 

MONDAY IS THE WORST DAY OF THE WEEK: 
GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS BACKS CLAIM WOMAN THAT INSPIRED ‘MAMA COCO’ 

IN DISNEY PIxAR’S COCO, BIDS ADIEU 

Underwater Hockey

“Monday blues” is not just 
a phrase but a real emotion 
that can be mainly under-
stood by people who have to 
get back to work after a fun 
weekend. The first day of the 
week is usually considered 
the least favourite day for a 
majority of people and now 
Guinness World Records 
(GWR) has officially de-
clared Monday as the worst 
day of the week.

“We’re officially giving 
Monday the record of the 
worst day of the week,” 
Guinness World Records 
tweeted on Monday.

The Guinness World Re-
cords’ post was so relatable 
that the Twitterati flooded 
the micro-blogging platform 
with various funny memes 
and jokes.

“I take Mondays off just for 

this reason,” a netizen com-
mented.

“Petition for Mondays to 
be banned, so after the next 
Monday we will be on Tues-
day. We will also ban that 
because it follows Sunday, 
so every day after Sunday 
will be banned and we only 
have a Sunday,” a Twitter 
user wrote.

An official page for the fa-
mous animated character 
‘Angry Bird’—inspired by a 
sketch of stylised wingless 
birds and turned into a video 
game—also reacted to Guin-

ness World Records’ post.
“Took you long enough,” 

Angry Bird commented. 
To which GWR responded, 
“Ikr,” or “I know right!”

Guinness World Records 
(GWR) is a reference book 
published every year in dif-
ferent languages around the 
world. It lists world records 
of human achievements and 
the extremes of the natural 
world. The book was co-
founded by twin brothers 
Norris and Ross McWhirter 
in Fleet Street, London, in 
August 1955.

Maria Salud Ramirez Caballero, the wom-
an believed to have inspired the character 
of Mama Coco in Disney Pixar’s Coco, is 
no more. Caballero died in Santa Fe de la 
Laguna, where she was also born.

Roberto Monroy, the Secretary of Tour-
ism for the Mexican state of Michoacan, 
announced Caballero’s death on Twitter 
on 16 October.

“I deeply regret the death of Dona Maria 
Salud Ramirez Caballero, ‘Mama Coco,’ 
a tireless woman and an example of life,” 
Monroy wrote, “who was the inspira-
tion for this beloved character who went 
around the world.”

The 2017 animated film tells the story of 
12-year-old Miguel, who strums his an-
cestor’s guitar and ends up in the mystical 
and colourful Land of the Dead, where he 
meets his deceased great-great-grandfa-
ther. Mama Coco is Miguel’s great-grand-
mother, who was voiced by actress Ana 

Ofelia Murguia. Alongside Murguia, the 
film featured the voices of Gael Garcia Ber-
nal, Benjamin Bratt, Edward James Olmos, 
Anthony Gonzalez, and Alanna Ubach.

However, Disney has never officially re-
vealed that Caballero was the inspiration 
behind the movie’s matriarch. They did, 
however, explain that during the filming 
process they spoke with numerous fami-
lies in the area, including Caballero’s.

Caballero, 109, was a ceramic potter and 
is survived by her three children, grand-
kids, and great-grandkids.  

The Embassy of India in 
Uzbekistan has invited Raj-
asthan’s famed Dhoad Band 
of Rahis Bharti to perform 
in different cities, including 
the capital Tashkent, ahead 
of the Diwali festival for the 
Indian diaspora.

Rahis Bharti is a distin-
guished musician and artis-
tic director from Rajasthan 
who is making India proud 
across the globe with Rajast-
hani culture. 

He is a saviour of folk mu-
sic and dances, along with 
supporting hundreds of folk 
artists from Rajasthan.

“It has been my effort to 
highlight the culture of dif-
ferent states of India on the 
occasion of Indian festivals 
which are celebrated in Uz-
bekistan by the members of 
the Indian diaspora," said 
Manish Prabhat, Indian 
ambassador to Uzbekistan. 

 This year, on the auspi-
cious occasion of Diwali, 
we are very happy to pres-
ent the internationally ac-
claimed Dhoad group from 
Rajasthan, led by versatile 
artist Rahis Bharti, who 
has presented hundreds of 
programmes of Dhoad in 
Europe and America,” he 
added.

The Indian community in 
Uzbekistan has also invited 
the Dhoad band to celebrate 

Diwali with them. 
The cultural programmes 

are being organised under 
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsava, 
which is an initiative of the 
Government of India to cel-
ebrate and commemorate 75 
years of independence and 
the glorious history of its 
people, culture and achieve-
ments.

“I hope every Indian and 
our Uzbek friends would 
love to see Dhoad concerts 
being held this time in Tash-
kent, Samarkand, Bukhara, 
and other cities. Happy Di-
wali to all!,” Manish Prab-
hat, Ambassador of India to 
Uzbekistan, said.

Bharti said, “It will be the 
first time the Rajasthani 
group will be touring and 
performing in Bukhara, Sa-
marqand, and Tashkent. The 
Dhoad group will be spread-
ing Rajasthani folk music 
and culture in these cities of 
Uzbekistan.”

The Dhoad Band will be 
performing at the Medical 
Institute of Bukhara on 20 
October, at the Medical In-
stitute of Samarkand on 21 
October, and at the Intercon-
tinental Hotel in Tashkent 
on 22 October. 

The Indian community in 
Uzbekistan will celebrate the 
festival of lights, Diwali, with 
Rajasthani folk music on 23 
October for the Indian com-
munity to celebrate Diwali.
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Flash flood warning has been issued in several districts of the state.

Excessive rains in Uttar Pradesh during the month of October have led to schools being closed in several districts. 

deluge & devastation

u.P. Rains imPact: loss of life, 
infRastRuctuRe, and cRoPs
The state of Uttar Pradesh (UP) has been struggling 

with torrential downpour in the last two weeks, after 
a drought-like period in July and August. As per data 

by the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), the state 
has recorded 513 per cent more rainfall than normal. In the 
first week of October, the actual rainfall for UP was 38.9 mil-
limetres (mm) against normal rainfall of 13.0 mm, which was 
above the normal of Long Period Average (LPA) by 199 per 
cent. Three districts of India’s largest state recorded 10,000 
per cent more rainfall than normal in just 24 hours on 5th 
October. As per news reports, over 25 lakh people have been 

affected by the excessive rainfall, with around 1,370 villages 
across 18 districts experiencing major flooding. As per the 
government, so far  18 people have died due to rain-related 
incidents - drowning, snake bites, and lightning. Schools and 
educational institutes across various districts in the state have 
been shut, while infrastructure in several districts, includ-
ing bridges and buildings, has also collapsed. Many hospi-
tals have reported waterlogging in their buildings, affecting 
people’s access to medical services and life-saving healthcare. 
In addition to this, the rain has also greatly impacted agricul-
tural produce and crops. The damage to key summer crops 
such as rice and soy bean during the critical period of the har-
vest season is also likely to affect food inflation in the country. 

Shreya MaSkara

agRicultuRal PRoduction and faRming 
The agricultural sector is one of the key contributors to the 
state economy of UP and roughly 65 per cent of the total 
population of the state is dependent on agriculture for their 
livelihood. The excessive rains have damaged crops across 
30 districts in the state. UP is the second largest producer 
of rice in the country but harvest quality and crop yield are 
likely to suffer due to excessive rainfall. Farmers in India 
usually plant summer crops in June to July, as the monsoon 
arrives, and start  harvesting  the crop from mid-Septem-
ber. As per this crop cycle, crops in many areas were ready 
for gathering or had already been gathered and left in the 
fields to dry, which have now been damaged by the exces-
sive rainfall. The rainfall has also inundated fields, causing 
damage to standing paddy, maize, and freshly cultivated po-
tato crop. The potato crop in the state is sown by the end of 
September. Water logging in farmlands which have already 
been prepped for potato cultivation is causing further dis-
tress to farmers. 

Sugarcane, another major crop from the state, and one 
that requires high amounts of water, was affected by winds 
that succeeded the heavy rains. The crop that was already in  
the ripening stage, and ready for the November harvest, fell, 

causing widespread losses to the farmers. As per news re-
ports published on 13th October, three farmers died of heart 
attacks after the shock of damage to their crops. 

Overall the monsoon season has been lacklustre. As per 
data by the IMD, UP witnessed 30 per cent less rainfall than 
usual. The lack of rainfall overall affected the production of 
kharif crops. 

Kharif crops, or monsoon crops, are cultivated from May 
to June onwards and harvested from September to October. 
Major kharif  crops include rice, maize, and cotton and re-
quire good rainfall to be cultivated. Rabi crops on the other 
hand, are winter crops, and do not require much water to 
be cultivated. Major rabi crops in India are wheat, barley, 
mustard, sesame, and peas. For the 2022-23 kharif season 
the target for crop cover in the state was 96.03 lakh hectares. 
In 2021-22, the crop cover was 98.9 lakh hectares. However, 
this year, the kharif crop could only be sown on 93.22 lakh 
hectares which was 97.7 per cent of the target. Officials 
from the state Agriculture Department have indicated that 
paddy production might drop by around 20 per cent due to 
the overall rain deficit this monsoon. Millets like bajra and 
pulses like urad have also been affected.



Source: Free Press Journal
Commuting gets difficult in Noida due to traffic jams caused by waterlogged roads.

Source: Free Hindustan Times

 Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath chaired a high-level meeting to review the condition of floods in the state.

14 t h e  da i ly  gua r d i a n  r ev i ew
19  o c t o b e r  2 0 2 2
n ew  d e l h istatistically speaking

According to data by the IMD, most states across North India received ex-
cessive rainfall in September. UP recorded 31 per cent more rainfall than 
normal, Punjab 24 per cent, and Himachal Pradesh 13 per cent. Haryana, 
Delhi, and Uttarakhand recorded a major increase in rainfall than normal 
at 82 per cent, 42 per cent, and 47 per cent, respectively. The increasing 
trend has aggressively continued in the first two weeks of October. In total, 
India received 57.3 mm of rainfall as against the average of 34.3 mm between 
1st and 10th October and according to the IMD. 

Northeastern states, including Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Manipur, 
and Arunachal Pradesh  recorded a deficit in rainfall in the month of Sep-
tember. However, these states have also received excessive rainfall in the 
first two weeks of October, reversing this trend. Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Tripura, and Sikkim have recorded excessive rainfall in the first two weeks 
of October. Incessant rains and resultant landslides in the Himalayan state 
of Sikkim left 200 tourists stranded and affected piped water supply to the 
capital Gangtok. 

The flood situation in Assam has also worsened under the impact of inces-
sant rain that lashed several districts and neighbouring Arunachal Pradesh. 
There has been no loss of life yet, but 110 villages of 11 revenue circles in five 

districts have been affected so far, according to a report of the Assam State 
Disaster Management Authority (ASDMA).

In the southern and central regions as well, there were a few states which 
recorded excessive rainfall. Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Chhatisgarh, 
Telangana, and Karnataka were a few of these. 

The trend has continued in the first two weeks of October. The rain situa-
tion in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu has thrown life out of gear in some parts 
of the states.  While several areas in Karnataka were reported to be inundat-
ed, schools were ordered shut in Tamil Nadu’s Tirupathur due to rainfall. 
Roads in Karnataka’s Dharwad have been inundated due to heavy rains, 
while cars, autos and tractors were submerged in water due to heavy rain-
fall in the Chitradurga district. As many rivers in Karnataka are in spate, 
the state government has taken humanitarian measures including setting 
up improved relief camps and proper compensation to those who lost mem-
bers of their families, properties, livestock, and crops in the floods.

Contributing reports by Ratika Khanna, Junior Research Associate at 
Polstrat, Meherin Singh Kalsey, Mihikaa Singal and Sankalp Mishra, 
Research Interns at Polstrat.

Excessive rainfall across Indian states 

Government measures  
and response
Last week, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, 
set up a high-level meeting to lay out a plan 
to help mitigate the effects of the disaster. He 
issued directions to deploy National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF), State Disaster Re-
sponse Force (SDRF), and Pradeshik Armed 
Constabulary teams for relief and rescue 
work.The government has directed officials 
to distribute permissible monetary relief 
to the families of the deceased and provide 
proper treatment to those that have been in-
jured due to the excessive rainfall, lightning, 
and drowning. 

Taking note of the fact that the Rapti and Saryu 
(Ghaghra) rivers were flowing above the danger 
mark, officials have been asked to ensure continu-
ous monitoring of the water level of rivers. Addi-
tionally, bringing attention to the spread of various 
water-borne and mosquito-borne diseases as well 
as high instances of snake bites in flood affected 
areas, the government has instructed the setting 
up of health camps near all relief camps. The Chief 
Minister has also urged the revenue and agricul-
ture department teams to conduct thorough sur-
veys in all districts and assess the damage so that 
farmers can be compensated accordingly.  
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new beginning

new responsibility

Former Indian crick-
eter Roger Binny was 
elected as the 36th 

President of the Indian 
cricket body, the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI), replacing Sourav 
Ganguly on Tuesday.

The 91st Annual General 
Meeting of the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) was held in Mumbai. 
Notably, Binny was the only 
candidate to have filed a 
nomination for the top post. 
Sourav Ganguly ended his 
BCCI President’s stint after 
three long years.

Jay Shah will continue to 
serve as the BCCI Secretary. 

Ashish Shelar has been ap-
pointed as BCCI Treasurer. 
Rajeev Shukla will be the 
vice president, whereas 

Devajit Saikia will be the 
joint secretary.

Arun Dhumal has been 
appointed as the Indian Pre-

mier League (IPL) Chair-
man.

Binny has represented In-
dia in 27 test matches and 72 
ODIs. The right-arm pacer 
bagged 47 wickets in tests 
while also picking up 77 in 
ODIs. He was a crucial con-
tributor to India’s first-ever 
World Cup victory, being 
the highest wicket-taker for 
India in the 1983 World Cup 
with 18 wickets.

A member of the 1983 
World Cup winning team, 
Binny was a strong con-
tender to succeed Ganguly 
after the former India cap-
tain’s exit was confirmed. 
Binny has previously served 
on the BCCI’s selection com-
mittee. 

Australian test captain Pat 
Cummins has been handed 
the additional responsibility 
of leading the Aussie team 
in the white ball format after 
Aaron Finch’s retirement 
from ODI cricket last month.

The pacer becomes the first 
fast bowler to lead the Aus-
tralian side in the 50-over 
format and only the second 
bowler after the late Shane 
Warne, who led the team 

in the ODI’s for 11 games in 
the nineties. Australia are 
still to name a vice-captain 
to Pat Cummins and the 
announcement could be ex-
pected soon as the newly ap-
pointed captain will look to 
build a strong team with the 
ODI World Cup just a year 
away. The ICC ODI World 
Cup will be played in India 
between October and No-
vember 2023.

Cummins overpowered 
his teammates Steve Smith, 
Mitch Marsh, Alex Carey, 

and Glenn Maxwell in the 
race for the top job to become 
Australia’s 27th ODI captain.

Australian opener Da-
vid Warner was also in the 
reckoning but could not be 

cleared of his lifetime lead-
ership ban handed over by 
Cricket Australia for his 
involvement in the ball-
tampering scandal during 
the Cape Town Test against 
South Africa.

“Pat has done an excellent 
job since taking on the cap-
taincy of the Test side and 
we look forward to him lead-
ing the one-day team to the 
2023 World Cup in India,” 
said selection chief George 
Bailey, as quoted by Cricket 
Australia.

roger binny appointed as 
36th president of bCCi

australia hand odi CaptainCy to pat 
Cummins, 1st paCer to lead in odi side
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iCC t20 ranking

Smriti Mandhana, 
Deepti Sharma attain 
career-best ranking
After their impressive per-
formance in the recently 
concluded Asia Cup 2022, 
India opener Smriti Man-
dhana and bowler Deepti 
Sharma have registered 
significant gains in the lat-
est ICC T20I rankings.

India cruised to a seventh 
Asia Cup title earlier this 
month with a comprehen-
sive eight-wicket triumph 
over Sri Lanka in the fi-
nal, and both Mandhana 
and Deepti have been the 
major beneficiaries. Man-
dhana, who has been a 
top-ranked batter in ODIs, 
has moved up one slot to a 
career-best-equaling sec-
ond position in T20Is after 
scoring an unbeaten 51 off 
25 balls that guided her 
team to an eight-wicket win 
over Sri Lanka in the final 
of the Asia Cup in Sylhet, 
Bangladesh. Mandhana 
is on 730 rating points, 13 
points separating her from 
top-ranked Beth Mooney of 
Australia.

Deepti has also moved to 
a career-best second posi-
tion after conceding only 
seven runs off four overs in 
the final, following a haul 
of three for seven against 
Thailand in an earlier 
match of the tournament. 
Deepti, who finished as the 
joint-highest wicket-taker 
in the tournament with 

13 scalps, has reached 742 
rating points, 14 less than 
England spinner Sophie 
Ecclestone.

Renuka Singh, who was 
named Player of the Match 
in the final for her haul of 
three for five, has moved up 
five places to a career-best 
third position, while Sneh 
Rana is also at a career-best 

10th position after gaining 
five slots.

Shafali Verma (up one 
place to seventh) and Cap-
tain Harmanpreet Kaur 
(up three places to 14th) 
have also gained in the 
latest update, while left-
arm spinner Rajeshwari 
Gayakwad (up 15 places to 
17th) has progressed in the 

bowlers’ list.
Pakistan captain Bismah 

Maroof, who scored 42 
off 41 against Sri Lanka, 
has gained three slots to 
reach position 29, while 
all-rounder Nida Dar has 
moved up one slot to 38th 
among batters and to sev-
enth in the list of all-round-
ers.

Former Sri Lanka cap-
tain Inoka Ranaweera is 
joint-15th with Rana, while 
Pakistan spinner Nashra 
Sundhu has gained 15 slots 
to reach 29th position. 
Thipatcha Putthawong of 
Thailand and Sadia Iqbal 
of Pakistan are other bowl-
ers to gain while the United 
Arab Emirates’ Theertha 
Sathish and Thailand’s Na-
ruemol Chaiwai have pro-
gressed in the batters’ list.
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on top

Karim Benzema wins men’s Ballon d’or as 
alexia putellas retains women’s award

Karim Benzema and 
Alexia Putellas have 
been named the 2022 

Ballon d’Or winners at the 
annual football awards cer-
emony in Paris.

After helping Real Madrid 
win the Spanish title and 
their 14th European Cup, 
Benzema has won the men’s 
prize for the first time. In ad-
dition to leading all scorers 
with 15 goals in the Champi-
ons League, the 34-year-old 
scored 27 goals in La Liga. 
Ten of those goals—includ-
ing hat-tricks against Chelsea 
and Paris Saint-Germain—
came in the knockout stag-
es. Since Zinedine Zidane 
won the prize in 1998, he is 
the first Frenchman to have 
done so.

After receiving a huge ova-
tion from the crowd, Ben-
zema said: “This prize in 
front of me makes me really 
proud. I never gave up, it was 
a childhood dream. There 
was a difficult period where 
I wasn’t in the France team, 
but I kept working hard. I 
kept in my head this joy of 
playing football; I’m really 
proud of my journey here.”

The president of France, 
Emmanuel Macron, tweet-
ed “KB9!” with a French flag 

after the result. Macron then 
posted a second tweet which 
read: “Two letters and a 
number that will go down in 
football history. Twenty-four 
years after Zidane, Karim 
Benzema brings a new Bal-

lon d’Or to France. Congratu-
lations to him!”

Putellas continues to hold 
the title of best female player 
in the world after helping 
Barcelona win another Span-
ish championship while con-

tributing 18 goals. With the 
exception of losing to Lyon 
in the Women’s Champions 
League final and missing the 
Euros due to an ACL injury, 
Barça won all 30 of their 
league games in addition to 

the Spanish Cup and Super 
Cup. 

“I’m very happy to be back 
here,” Putellas said. “Win-
ning last year pushed me 
to want to be even better. 
Without my teammates, this 

wouldn’t have been possible. 
I want to thank the coaches 
and technical staff who help 
me to improve every day.”

Following in the footsteps 
of his teammate Pedri from 
the previous year, the Spain 
and Barcelona midfielder 
Gavi won the Kopa trophy for 
the best male under-21 play-
er. After winning their fourth 
Premier League champion-
ship in five years, Manches-
ter City was awarded club of 
the year.

FC Barcelona star Robert 
Lewandowski clinched the 
Gerd Muller Award, being 
recognized as the best striker.

Real Madrid star Thibaut 
Courtois was recognized as 
the best goalkeeper in the 
world, winning the Yachine 
Trophy.

Bayern Munich and Sen-
egal striker Sadio Mane got 
the first-ever Socrates Award 
for their humanitarian ef-
forts off the field.

The 2021–22 season, as op-
posed to the previous calen-
dar year, was used to judge 
performances for the first 
time as a result of changes to 
the awards ceremony’s for-
mat, which were overseen by 
France Football magazine. A 
jury of 50 judges will decide 
on the winner of the women’s 
prize, while the men’s panel 
was cut from 170 to 100.

BIPLAB DAS
PARIS
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denmarK open

nBa

Visa denied

KidamBi sriKanth Beats ng Ka long angus 
to moVe into second round

BlocKBuster clash Between golden state warriors 
and la laKers to KicK off new season

i was dreaming of Becoming 
a world champion, what is 
my mistaKe: antim panghal

Kidambi Srikanth, India’s star shut-
tler, started off his Denmark Open 
campaign on a winning note as he de-
feated Hong Kong’s Ng Ka Long Angus 
to progress to the second round on 
Tuesday.

Playing in arena one, the first game of 
the match saw Ng Ka Long Angus dom-
inate the Indian shuttler as he clinched 
the game 21-17 with his swift moves. 
Kidambi made a stunning comeback in 
the second game of the match, but the 
Indian had to battle a tough draw 
to face the uphill task of defeating 
the Hong Kong challenge. Kidambi 
claimed the second game by a score-
line of 21-14 to force a decider.

In the decider, both players fought 
vigilantly as they restricted each other 
from taking the points. However, Kid-
ambi proved to be more aggressive and 
dominant as he claimed the 17-21, 21-14, 
21-12 win over the world number 14 
Hong Kong player in a 56-minute con-
test.

Later in the day, in the women’s dou-
bles, Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopi-
chand will represent India.

HS Prannoy and Saina Nehwal will 
be part of the Indian singles team. 2022 
Commonwealth champion PV Sindhu 
is yet to recover from her ankle injury 
and has pulled out of the tournament.

The lone pair from India competing 
in the men’s doubles is Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty, who are 
the seventh seeds in the doubles.

The reigning champions, the 
Golden State Warriors, will take 
on the Los Angeles Lakers in the 
first match of the 2022-23 Nation-
al Basketball Association (NBA) 
season on Wednesday.

As per a press release from the 
NBA, the Warriors will also be 
presented with their champion-
ship rings prior to the game. 

The Dubs will look to continue 
their dominance and seek to ex-

tend a run that includes four 
NBA championships and six 
NBA Finals appearances over the 
last eight seasons. 

The season will continue to be 
unpredictable as six different 
franchises have made the NBA 
Finals over the last three seasons. 
Four of those teams did not even 
make the playoffs this season be-
fore reaching the championship 
game.

The Lakers will be aiming to 
recover from an underwhelming 

2021-22 season. LeBron James is 
in a position to become the NBA’s 
all-time leading scorer this sea-
son with 37,062 career points. 
The four-time NBA MVP needs 
1,326 points to pass Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar (38,387) for the re-
cord.

Catch all of the live action from 
the 2022-23 NBA season, be-
ginning on October 19th, 2022, 
Wednesday, 7:30 AM onwards, 
LIVE & Exclusive on JioCinema 
& Sports18 1 SD & HD. 
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boosting events: 
Anju Bobby George
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Anju Bobby George made history when she won the 
bronze medal in long jump at the 2003 World Champi-
onships in Athletics in Paris. Followed which, she also 
became the first Indian athlete ever to win a medal in 
a World Championships in Athletics jumping 6.70 m. 
There was no stopping for her since then. She clinched 
gold medal at the IAAF World Athletics Final (a compe-
tition between best eight athletes in the world based on 
the world ranking) in 2005, a performance she considers 
her best. She is one of the most capped athletes who was 
awarded the Arjuna Award in 2002, Khel Ratna in 2003 
and Padma Shri in 2004. She grabbed 5th position with 
personal best of 6.83 m at the 2004 Athens Olympics 
.Adding on, in March 2021, Anju won the BBC lifetime 
achievement award for best athlete in India. 

We spoke to her exclusively at a recently held sports 
awards event in Delhi. Below are the excerpts...

Q. Off lately we can see that, there is a boom in the sports events, 
sports awards events and the leagues happening in India not 
only in cricket but in other sports as well, your reaction?

A. Yes, I duly agree with this fact. In fact, this sports 
event which we are attending right now is basically my 
4th edition of being in association with it. I’m participat-
ing in this program, and I’ve always been part of such 
sports-boosting events. I’m really happy that the media, 
like you people, are supporting young people and they’re 
celebrating their victory also. So, in that sense, we are here 
to celebrate our youngsters, and I am also a part of that.

Eventually, we can see that along with cricket, other 
sports like hockey, football, wrestling, boxing, badminton, 
tennis, fencing, and athletics in general, and all other 
sports are getting due respect and consideration in India. 
In my time, I think it was kind of hard. It is still hard to 
get your sport’s honor, but in this era of social media, one 
medal, one post and then a trail of comments and likes 
makes you popular enough and the respective sport also 
gets substantial recognition. You just have to work hard 
in the right direction. That’s it.

Q. Nowadays youngsters are looking up to the sports persons 
as ideals, they follow them closely. I think they’re picking the 
right hero and heroines as of now because the boycott Bollywood 
trend is going on and inherit sports is also going on. Your take?

A. In a sense, it’s really good that kids have someone 
great to look up to, and they actually are the real role 
models who come from different backgrounds, mostly 
underprivileged, are making it so big. Somebody’s father 
was a farmer, someone’s mother used to wash utensils 
in the households, etc. So, it’s their accountability and 
strong will that made their dream come true. If the youth 
of today are showing them respect and following them 
in admiration, it is definitely a good sign of their positive 
mental and physical growth.

 Q. Last time before the Commonwealth Games we had a word 
and you actually predicted the medal tally for India and it mani-
fested somehow, 61 medals we clinched!  So what you have to say 
is this, the new dawn in the era of sports in India?

A. Yeah, definitely the support that we are getting from 
all the corners of the nation as in federations, ministry, 

organizations, academies, coaches, logistics, and 
even families of the sports personas, the kids 
are motivated and they are putting their best 
foot forward to get medals in the international 

are- na. So, it’s a collective effort from everyone, and 
I predicted it rightly so, and I’m really happy about that.

Q. So, now we want your prediction on Asian Games and 
Paris Olympics as well?

A. Well, for that, I need a little more time to predict. 

In the ongoing Under 23 
World Wrestling Champi-
onship in the Spanish city 
of Pontevedra, the issue of 
granting visas to only nine 
out of 30 Indian wrestlers 
has caught up. Priyanka, who 
replaced injury-struck Priya 
in the women’s 76kg category, 
got her visa despite not being 
on the original list, while the 
names of 21 wrestlers and 
some coaches were struck 
off. There is a lot of resent-
ment among the wrestlers 
about this. This is the condi-
tion when the President of the 
Indian Wrestling Association 
is a BJP MP.

Mahavir Singh, coach of the 
Indian Greco-Roman team 
and winner of the Dronacha-
rya Award, said how even a 
wrestler whose name was not 
on the main list got her visa. 
He said that how do positive 
results come after getting a 
visa through an agent? He says 
the president of the Spanish 
Wrestling Association also 
expressed displeasure with 
his embassy. At the same 
time, Alka Tomar, who was 
the coach of the women’s 
team and a medalist of 
the World Champi-
onship, said that in 
today’s tough com-
petitive era, there 
is no guarantee 
that these children 
will be re-selected 
in the future. Not be-
ing given a visa is a 
big deal for these 
children.

All eyes were on Antim 
Panghal, a member of the 
team, as she won the coun-
try’s only gold medal so far 
in the World Junior Champi-
onship under 20. This player, 
despite being a junior, won in 
the senior category. She won 
everyone’s heart by winning 
gold in the National Games. 
But today, this player is very 
disappointed. She said, “I 
brought my weight from 56 to 
53 kg for this championship. I 
wanted to prove that just like 
under 20, she can become a 
world champion in under 23. 
But his coach, Vikas Sir, also 
helped a lot. To be honest, my 
heart is still believing that I 
will get some good news from 
the Federation and I will be 
able to go to Spain and ful-
fil my dream of becoming a 
champion.”

On the other hand, Wres-
tling Association of India 
President Brij Bhushan 
Sharan Singh said, “We did 
not hesitate to provide visas 
to the players of Pakistan in 
the Asian Championship even 
though everyone knows how 
our relationship with Pakistan 
is. We provided them from ho-
tel to security. But Spain has 
shown a very irresponsible 

attitude by granting vi-
sas to nine of our 30 
wrestlers.”

According to re-
ports in the media, 
the reason for the 
denial of the visa is 
the intention of the 

players to leave the 
territory before the 

expiry of the 
visa.


