
It all ended before it start-
ed properly. UK Prime 
Minister Liz Truss’ 45 

days of tumultuous tenure 
ended on Thursday with her 
abrupt resignation. That’s 
the shortest term for a Brit-
ish Prime Minister. While 
putting in her papers, the 
beleaguered Prime Minister 
stated that she recognises she 
“cannot deliver the mandate” 
on which she was elected. 

“I have therefore spoken to 
His Majesty the King to no-
tify him that I am resigning 
as leader of the Conservative 
Party,” Liz Truss said. “I will 
remain as prime minister 

until a successor has been 
chosen. Thank you,” Truss 
added.  

“I came into office at a time 
of great economic and inter-

national instability. Families 
and businesses were worried 
about how to pay their bills, 
Putin’s illegal war in Ukraine 
threatens the security of our 

whole continent and our 
country has been held back 
for too long by low econom-
ic growth,” Truss said on 
Thursday. 

Candidates to replace her 
are likely to include former 
Chancellor of the Exche-
quer Rishi Sunak. Other con-
tenders could include Penny 
Mordaunt, Grant Shapps 
and Kemi Badenoch.

The very brief premiership 
of Truss was marked by a 
series of untoward events 
ranging from ministerial res-
ignations to a huge market 
meltdown which the Prime 
Minister found hard to han-
dle.  Truss’ woes began when 
her showpiece tax-slashing 
policy sparked market chaos 
that threatened the country’s 
pension funds, forcing her 
into a series of humiliating 
U-turns. The government’s 
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Truss says she will remain as Prime Minister until a successor has 
been chosen. Election for the successor by 28 October.

Newly elected President of 
the Indian National Con-
gress Mallikarjun Kharge 
will take charge of the post 
on 26 October at All India 
Congress Committee (AICC) 
headquarters. All Congress 
Working Committee mem-
bers, MPs, Pradesh Congress 
Committee presidents, CLP 
leaders, former CMs, former 
State presidents and other 
AICC office bearers are in-
vited to the programme. 

The invitation has been 
sent to all the above stake-
holders by the General Sec-
retary organisation KC Venu-
gopal Congress is expected to 
resolve the Rajasthan Con-
gress crisis soon after Kharge 

assumes his position, added 
the sources. 

Also, Kharge will visit poll-
bound states like Himachal 
Pradesh and Gujarat soon.

At the same time, after 30 
October, Congress will show 
its strength in Himachal and 
Gujarat elections. Between 31 
October and 10 November, 
Congress leader Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra will hold four 
rallies and four road shows 
in Himachal. 31 October was 
specially chosen by Priyanka 
because former prime minis-
ter Indira Gandhi was assas-
sinated on this day.  Priyanka 
has said that, had Indira 
Gandhi not been murdered, 
her wish would have been to 
build a house in Himachal af-
ter retirement.

The Competition Commis-
sion of India (CCI) has im-
posed a penalty of Rs 1,337.76 
crore on tech giant Google 
for abusing its dominant po-
sition in multiple markets in 
the Android mobile device 
ecosystem, apart from issu-
ing cease and desist order. 

The Commission also di-
rected Google to modify its 
conduct within a defined 
timeline. The Commis-
sion had examined vari-
ous practices of Google in 
the matter of licensing of 
Android mobile operating 
system and various propri-
etary mobile applications of 
Google namely Play Store, 
Google Search, Google 

Chrome and YouTube. 
During the course of in-
quiry, Google argued about 
the competitive constraints 
being faced from Apple, CCI 
said in a statement. 

In relation to understand-
ing the extent of compe-
tition between Google’s 
Android ecosystem and 
Apple’s iOS ecosystem, the 
Commission said it noted 
the differences in the two 
business models which af-
fect the underlying incen-
tives of business decisions. 
The Commission said that 
Apple’s business was pri-
marily based on a vertically 
integrated smart device eco-
system which focuses on the 
sale of high-end smart devic-
es with state-of-the-art soft-

Playing ‘Bengali card’ once 
again, West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee 
on Thursday backed for-
mer Indian cricket skipper 

Sourav Ganguly for the 
chairmanship of the ICC 
and targetted the Centre for 
allegedly removing the ex-
BCCI chief from the post. 

Mamata said that she 
would have protested even 

Three arresTed 
in ghaziaBad 
raPe case
Meerut: three people 
were arrested in con-
nection with the alleged 
abduction and gang rape 
of a 38-year-old woman 
in uttar Pradesh’s Gha-
ziabad, Meerut range In-
spector-General of Police 
Praveen Kumar said on 
thursday. “As soon as in-
formation regarding the 
incident was received at 
Nandgram Police Station, 
the victim was taken to 
the hospital for medical 
treatment. three people 
have been arrested in the 
case,” the IG said. Mean-
while, the Delhi Commis-
sion of Women (DCW) 
has issued a notice to 
the Ghaziabad Police to 
furnish a copy of the FIr 
along with details of the 
arrested accused and a 
report of the action taken 
report by 21 October.

neTfLix wiLL noT 
show diana’s 
car crash 
ePisode
WAShINGtON: Season 
6 of the Netflix show ‘the 
Crown’, which is being 
currently filmed, will not 
be showing Princess 
Diana’s car crash that 
ultimately ended her life. 
Deadline has confirmed 
that the collision would 
not be re-created for the 
series. the outlet shared 
that in a statement re-
leased to the Sun, Netflix 
said, “the exact moment 
of the crash impact will 
not be shown.” News that 
the streamer opted out 
of shooting the fatal car 
crash comes as a source 
told Deadline that produc-
tion was “on edge” over 
re-creating the scene of 
Diana’s death, which oc-
curs during the timeline 
of the sixth season of 
Netflix’s emmy-winning 
drama series. 

top of the day

Prime Minister Modi and 
United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres 
on Thursday launched the 
Mission LiFE movement 
here. Speaking at the occa-
sion, Prime Minister said, 

“The issue of Climate change 
is being witnessed every-
where, our glaciers are melt-
ing, and rivers are drying 
up... Mission LIFE will help 
in fighting the climate crisis. 
The most significant factor 
in life for fighting against cli-
mate change is nothing but 

In an unexpected turn of 
event, UK Prime Minister 
Liz Truss on Thursday re-
signed from the Prime Min-
istership of United Kingdom, 
leaving the country another 
phase of leadership crisis. 
The question is top of the 
mind is about his successor. 

The buzz is that Indian-or-
igin UK politician Rishi Su-
nak is once again emerging 
as the front runner. Truss 
defeated her close contender 
Sunak to become the Prime 
Minister of UK barely 45 
days ago. According to Sky 
Bet, Sunak, former Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, 
currently has odds of 13/8. 
If it happens, Rishi Sunak 
would be the first Indian-
origin person to hold the UK 

Prime Minister’s office.
Other contenders in the 

summer are also likely to be 
in the fray, including Penny 
Mordaunt, Kemi Badenoch 
and Tom Tugendhat. 

Former Home Secretary 
Suella Braverman, who 
was sacked on 19 October, 
may also be in the run-
ning. In a letter addressed 
to the UK Prime Minister 
Liz Truss,  Braverman 
then expressed concerns 
about the direction of the 
government and said key 
pledges made to voters 
have been broken. 
“It is obvious to everyone 
that we are going through 
a tumultuous time. I have 
concerns about the direc-
tion of this government. 
Not only have we broken 
key pledges that were 

As Pakistan’s ISI faces heat 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
because of constant elimi-
nation of key terrorists, the 
agency is reportedly shifted 
its focus on Punjab, Intelli-
gence Bureau sources said 
here. 

Intelligence reports, stud-
ied by The Daily Guardian, 
revealed that dubious ele-
ments in Punjab are con-
stantly getting funds from 
Britain, Canada, and Ger-
many through ISI. Pakistan 
and China are giving them 
logistic support, which in-
clude weapons and drugs. 
In Punjab, the ISI is sending 
arms and drugs from Paki-

stan through drones. Sourc-
es said the Pakistani intelli-
gence agency ISI is funding 
as many as 55 Khalistani 
and Kashmiri extremist 
groups.

In the last two years, ter-
ror groups backed by ISI, 
have strengthened its op-
erations in Punjab. Some 
major groups those are in 
regular connection with ISI 
are Khalistan Commando 
Force, Bhindranwale Com-
mando Force of Khalistan, 
Khalistan Liberation Force, 
Sikh for Justice, and Khalis-
tadan Liberation Army. 

According to the report, a 
dossier is prepared by In-
dian security agencies that 
revealed Sikhs for Justice is 
now making Germany a big 

base after Canada-a country 
infamous for stronghold of 
Khalistan movement. There 
are nine major Khalistani 
members active in Germany, 
sources said. 

Compared to last year, 
drone activity on the Indian 
border with Pakistan has 
doubled. While the activi-
ties of 109 drones were seen 
last year, i.e. in the year 2021, 
by September this year, this 
number had increased to 
214. This year, the BSF shot 
down 11 drones infiltrat-
ing into Indian territories 
across the border adjacent 
to Punjab.

According to central se-
curity agencies, the Border 
Security Force (BSF) also 

The Commission for Air 
Q u a l i t y  Ma n age m e nt 
(CAQM) on Wednesday said 
that Delhi-NCR’s Air Qual-
ity Index (AQI) is likely to be 
300 plus on 22 October. 

The Sub-Committee for op-
erationalization of the Grad-
ed Response Action Plan 
(GRAP) of the Commission 
for Air Quality Management 
in NCR and Adjoining Areas 
(CAQM) held an emergency 
meeting in view of Delhi’s 
AQI forecast for 22.10.2022, 
as per the official release 
from the Ministry of Envi-
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Prime Minister to launch recruitment 
drive for 10 lakh jobs on Saturday

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will virtually launch 
Rozgar Mela on Saturday - a 
recruitment drive for 10 lakh 
personnel. 

During the ceremony, ap-
pointment letters will be 
handed over to 75,000 newly 
inducted appointees, a state-
ment from Prime Minister’s 
Office said on Thursday. 
Prime Minister will also ad-
dress these appointees on the 

occasion. The statement said 
this will be a significant step 
forward towards fulfilling 
the continuous commitment 
of the Prime Minister to pro-
viding job opportunities for 
the youth and ensuring the 
welfare of citizens. 

“As per the directions of the 
Prime Minister, all Minis-
tries and Departments are 
working towards filling up 
existing vacancies against 
sanctioned posts in Mission 
Mode.” 
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Liz Truss resigned

23 September
Finance Minister Kwasi Kwarteng 
announced biggest tax cuts in 50 

years; market meltdown followed

2 October

18 October

19 October

20 October

6 September

Major U-turn; Truss reversed 
tax cuts amid huge criticism

Truss apologized: “Accept 
responsibility. Sorry for the 
mistakes that have been made.”

Truss sacked Home 
Secretary Suella Braverman

Liz Truss became PM of UK

14 October
Truss fired Kwasi 

Kwarteng
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unity. The mantra of 
Mission Life is Lifetime and 
environment.”

The most significant factor 
in the fight against climate change is 

“unity”, said the Prime Minister.  
PM Modi said Mission LiFE will 

strengthen the concept of P3 (Pro-
Planet People).
“Mission LiFE connects the people of 
the earth with ‘Pro-Planet People’ and 
unites them by integrating them with 
their thoughts. It runs on the basic 
principle of Lifestyle of the planet, for 
the planet and by the planet,” Prime 
Minister said. 
“A perception was created that climate 
change is merely a policy-related issue 
and that either governments or inter-
national institutions will take steps re-
garding it. But now, people are feeling 

the effects of climate change,” he said. 
PM urged people to adopt lifestyle 

changes to help the environment.
“Some people prefer to drop the tem-
peratures of their air conditioners to 17 
degrees Celcius which creates a nega-
tive impact on the environment,” he 
said. Quoting Mahatma Gandhi, PM 
Modi said Mission LiFE encourages 
people to be a trustee of the environ-
ment.
“Reuse, reduce and recycling are part 
of India’s traditions and culture. We 
need to bring back these practices and 
work towards making sustainable 
choices,” Prime Minister said. 
“Our government started a scheme of 
LED bulbs in which the private sector 
also participated. International experts 
present here would be amazed to know 
that 160 crore LED bulbs were used by 

the people of India. It led to 100 million 
tons of less emission of carbon dioxide,” 
added PM Modi. 

Envisaged by PPM Modi, Mission 
LIFE is expected to be an India-led 
global mass movement that will nudge 
individual and collective action to pro-
tect and preserve the environment, said 
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO). 

Mission LiFE will be India’s signature 
initiative at the United Nations and 
other international platforms for show-
casing climate action and early achieve-
ment of the Sustainable Development 
Goals, according to the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) statement. 

Earlier, Prime Minister Modi held 
a bilateral meeting with UN chief 
Guterres here.

The visiting UN chief is on a three-day 
trip to India.

Pm modi launChes india-led gloBal 
Climate movement 

The new recruits from 
across the country will join 38 
Ministries/Departments of the 
Government of India. “The ap-

pointees will join the government at various 
levels viz. Group - A, Group - B (Gazetted), 
Group - B (Non-Gazetted) and Group - C. 
The posts on which appointments are being 
made include Central Armed Force Person-
nel, Sub Inspector, Constable, LDC, Steno, PA, 

Income Tax Inspectors, MTS, among others,” 
the PMO statement said. 

These recruitments are being done in mis-
sion mode by Ministries and Departments 
either by themselves or through recruiting 
agencies such as UPSC, SSC, and Railway 
Recruitment Board. 
“For expeditious recruitment, selection pro-
cesses have been simplified and made tech-
enabled,” the statement concluded. 

tax-cut-
ting plans 

caused a market 
meltdown during 
an already severe 

cost-of-living crisis.
On 23 September in a ‘mini-

budget’, the UK Finance 
Minister announced the 
biggest tax cuts in 50 years 
and said that the government 
needed a “new approach 
for a new era, focused on 
growth.” The UK Treasury 
said that the tax cuts, includ-
ing the slash of the top rate 
of income tax to 40 per cent 
from 45 per cent, reductions 
in duties paid on house pur-
chases, and the cancellation 
of a planned hike in business 
taxes, would wipe 45 billion 
Euros off government reve-
nues over the next five years, 
according to CNN. 

Amid the widespread 
criticism for the massive tax 

cuts, Truss fired her Finance 
Minister Kwasi Kwarteng. 
That was a huge blow to the 
Truss government as Kwart-
eng was much more than a 
colleague to the Prime Min-
ister. The two had become 
the darlings of the low-tax, 
free-market Conservative 
right who saw the resigna-
tion of Boris Johnson as a 
chance to finally install the 
libertarian, the de-regulating 
government of their dreams, 
reported CNN. 

This followed another 
ministerial resignation of 
India-origin Home Secre-
tary Suella Braverman who 
was forced to leave as UK 
home secretary. Braverman 
was sacked by the Prime 
Minister because she sent 
an official document from 
her personal email to a fel-
low MP, in a serious breach 
of ministerial rules.

found a tunnel on the 
border with Jammu, 

indicating a clear modus 
operandi of the Pakistani 
establishments who were 

planning to infiltrate terrorists into 
India on the Line of Control and the 
International Border adjacent to Paki-
stan. 

The BSF has decided to strengthen 
its communication system to curb in-

creasing drone activities and terrorist 
conspiracies on the Indo-Pak border. 
According to exclusive information 
received by The Daily Guardian, BSF 
is soon to work on a plan to induct 
around 2,000 modern communica-
tion devices into the force. The com-
munication devices that have been de-
cided to be included in the BSF include 
around 1374 VHF Mobile Transceivers, 
hundreds of digital HF mobile sets and 

satellite personal trackers.
According to top sources, the BSF 

is stationed along Indo-Pakistan and 
Indo-Bangladesh borders. There are 
many such areas on the border be-
tween these two countries where BSF 
wants to strengthen its communica-
tion system so that due to better com-
munication system, the anti-national 
activities happening on the border can 
be controlled better. 

Liz Truss 
resigns as PM of 
UK, says ‘cannot 
deliver mandate’

isi faCes trouBle in j-k, foCuses on 
PunjaB to foment trouBle 

Delhi-NCR AQI likely to cross 300 
pre-Diwali

kharge to take Charge on 26 oCtoBer, 
Plan ready for Poll-Bound states

ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change. The CAQM 

in its tweet said that air quality 
will move towards “Very Poor” 
and further actions under Stage I 

will be intensified. 
“All actions as envisaged under Stage II of 
the GRAP - ‘Very POOR’ Air Quality to be 
implemented in the right earnest and further 
actions under Stage I to be intensified by all 
the agencies concerned,” read the tweet from 
CAQM. 

In view of the current situation, the CAQM 
issued rules to curb the AQI in Delhi-NCR. 
According to Stage two of the GRAP plan, 
there will be only mechanical sweeping of 
roads, Coal-fired tandoors will be closed 
in restaurants and hotels, General use of 
diesel-powered generator sets (except for 
emergency services and industrial use) will 
be banned, Parking fees for private vehicles 
will be increased, Promotion of the use of 
electric/CNG buses as well as metro service 
for public transport.

Vadra will hold rallies and 
roadshows in Mandi and 

Kullu on 31 October; Kangra and 
Chamba on November 3; Hamir-
pur and Una on 7 November and 

Shimla and Sirmona on 10 November. 
On the other hand, on the day of the break of 

the Bharat Jodo Yatra, Rahul Gandhi will step 
out of the place of the Yatra for the first time 
and address a big rally in Himachal in the 

first week of November to boost the party’s 
campaign. 

Similarly, in Gujarat, after 30 October, the 
programs of Priyanka and Rahul are being 
finalised. Rahul may not have gone to Delhi 
or elsewhere after taking a break from the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra but will go to campaign in 
the election states. In Gujarat, preparations 
are being made to organize road shows, ral-
lies and conferences like Mahila-Farmer-Dalit 
of both the leaders. 

That is, the Congress, which seems to be lag-
ging behind in the campaign of the central 
leadership of BJP and AAP in Himachal and 
especially in Gujarat, is preparing to try hard 
in the election season of both states as soon 
as the festive week of Diwali ends. 
“President: Indian National Congress” Mal-
likarjun Kharge changes Twitter bio after 
party poll victory.

on the radar

rahil nora chopra

dalit equations 
With Mallikarjun Kharge 
becoming the third Dalit 
Congress president after D 
Sanjivaiah (1962) and Jagji-
van Ram (1969), the impact 
will be felt in the upcoming 
Gujarat polls. The Congress 
is trying to woo the Dalit 
community, which com-
prises just 8% of the state’s 
population. Apart from the 
13 seats (out of total 182) 
reserved for the scheduled 
castes, Dalit voters can 
also tilt the scales in a few 
dozen other seats. The Dalit 
population does not match 
with population of other 
communities and is further 
divided into 3 sub-castes-
Vankar, Rohit and Valimki. 
Vankars are the highest in 
the stratification and are in-
clined towards the BJP. The 
BJP has been in power for 27 
years, and throughout this 
time, the Dalits have pro-
portionately supported both 
Congress and the BJP. The 
BJP has taken many initia-
tives to attract Dalits. Being 
in power, Dalits were given 
positions in different bodies. 
The Congress is aiming to 
increase Dalit voter turnout, 
especially in the unreserved 
seats where the community 
accounts for 10% or more of 
the population. AAP is rely-
ing on its “guarantees” like 
300 units of free electricity 
per month, unemployment 
dole, and Rs.1000 allow-
ance for women to attract 
Dalits, besides of other 
communities. Since 1995, 
the BJP has won a majority 
of the seats reserved for the 
scheduled castes. In 2007 
and 2012, it won 11 and 10 
of these seats, respectively, 
while Congress won two and 
three seats. But in 2017, the 
BJP faltered and managed 
to win only 7 seats, while 
the Congress won 5. One 
seat was taken over by an 
independent backed by the 
Congress.

Controversy in 
kerala 
The tussle between the 
Kerala governor, Arif Mo-
hammed Khan, and the LDF 
government has become 
deeper. Khan once again 
fuelled the controversy by 
warning the ministers of the 
Pinarayi Vijayan-led Cabinet 
of expulsion if they continue 
to make critical comments 
about him. In a tweet shared 
on Monday, the governor 
said that such statements 
from ministers undoubt-
edly lower the dignity of the 
office of the Governor and 
invite action such as the 
withdrawal of pleasure. The 
reference was in respect to 
Article 164(1) of the Consti-
tution, which says “ministers 
shall hold office during the 
pleasure of the Governor”. 
It is speculated that a state-
ment from Higher Educa-
tion Minister R Bindu that 
the governor had an RSS 
agenda may have triggered 
the warning. It drew a sharp 
response from CPI(M) and 
the Congress. CPI(M) state 
secretary M.V. Govindan said 
that Khan’s threat betrayed 
his ignorance of the Con-
stitution and parliamentary 
democracy. The Governor 
does not have the powers 
to withdraw ministers, he 
added. The relationship 
between the governor and 
the CPI(M) government has 
hit rock bottom after the gov-
ernor refused to give assent 
to the university amendment 
bill passed by the assembly.

if the Cen-
tre “would 

have done this” 
with master blast-
er Sachin Ten-

dulkar as well. “Sourav Gan-
guly is from Bengal so can’t 
he be International Cricket 
Council (ICC) Chairman? 
You removed Sourav Gan-
guly but retained Jay Shah. If 
they would’ve done this with 
Sachin Tendulkar, then also 
I would’ve protested. Today 
I’m ashamed that there’s no 
representation of India in 

ICC,” the Chief Minister said. 
Hitting out at the Centre 

for the move of replacing 
Ganguly with Roger Binny 
as the BCCI president, Ma-
mata alleged that the govern-
ment used its power to not 
retain him.
“We are really ashamed. To-
day you did not retain him 
because you are in power. 
What will happen in 2024 
if you don’t come back to 
power? Sourav also knows 
this,” she said. 

Earlier on 17 October, Ma-

mata alleged that Ganguly 
had been “excluded in an 
unfair way” from another 
term as BCCI chief and said 
he should be allowed to con-
test the ICC election. 

Mamata Banerjee said that 
Ganguly is popular and “not 
a political party member” 
and the Centre should not 
take a “political decision”. 

“I request PM to make sure 
Sourav Ganguly must be 
allowed to contest the ICC 
election. He’s a popular fig-
ure which is why he is being 

deprived. Request GoI not 
to take a decision politically, 
but for cricket, sports...He 
is not a political party mem-
ber,” she said. 
“On behalf of all country-
men I say that Sourav Gan-
guly is our pride, he has skill-
fully managed his sports 
and administration career. 
He was BCCI president. He 
was excluded in an unfair 
way; the compensation for it 
will be to send him to ICC,” 
she said.

ware components. 
Whereas 

Google’s business 
was found to be 

driven by the ultimate in-
tent of increasing users on its 
platforms so that they inter-
act with its revenue-earning 
service, which means, on-
line search which directly 
affects sale of online adver-
tising services by Google.

Further, in relation to app 
stores, the Commission said 
it noted that the demand for 
the same come from three 
different sets of consumers 
with smart device original 
equipment manufacturers 
(OEMs) who wish to install 
an app store to make their 
smart devices commercially 
viable and marketable; app 
developers, who want to 
offer their services to the 
end-users; and end users to 
wish to access app stores to 
access content or avail other 
services.

The Commission said it 
had examined the substi-
tutability between Google’s 
Play Store for Android OS 
and Apple’s App Store for 
iOS from the perspective of 
all three demand constitu-
ents and found that there is 
no substitutability between 
Google’s Play Store and Ap-
ple’s App Store.

The Commission further 
noted that there might be 
some degree of competition 
between the two mobile eco-
systems -- Android and Ap-
ple, however, that too is also 
limited at the time of decid-
ing as to which device to buy. 
Based on its assessment, the 

Commission found Google 
to be dominant in all the 
mentioned relevant markets. 
The CCI concluded that, 
mandatory pre-installation 
of entire Google Mobile Suite 
(GMS) under MADA (with 
no option to un-install the 
same) and their prominent 
placement amounts to im-
position of unfair condition 
on the device manufactur-
ers and thereby in contra-
vention of the provisions 
of Section 4(2)(a)(i) of the 
relevant Act. These obliga-
tions are also found to be in 
the nature of supplemen-
tary obligations imposed 
by Google on OEMs and 
thus, in contravention of 
Section 4(2)(d) of the Act. 
It said Google has perpetu-
ated its dominant position 
in the online search market 
resulting in denial of market 
access for competing search 
apps in contravention of Sec-
tion 4(2)(c) of the Act. 

It also concluded that 
Google has leveraged its 
dominant position in the app 
store market for Android OS 
to protect its position in on-
line general search in contra-
vention of Section 4(2)(e) of 
the Act and that Google has 
leveraged its dominant posi-
tion in the app store market 
for Android OS to enter as 
well as protect its position in 
non-OS specific web brows-
er market through Google 
Chrome App. 

It noted that Google has 
leveraged its dominant posi-
tion in the app store market 
for Android OS to enter as 
well as protect its position 

in OVHPs market through 
YouTube and thereby con-
travened provisions of 
Section 4(2)(e) of the Act. 
The CCI also concluded 
that Google, by making pre-
installation of Google’s pro-
prietary apps (particularly 
Google Play Store) condi-
tional upon signing of AFA/ 
ACC for all android devices 
manufactured/ distributed/ 
marketed by device manu-
facturers, has reduced the 
ability and incentive of de-
vice manufacturers to devel-
op and sell devices operating 
on alternative versions of 
Android i.e., Android forks 
and thereby limited techni-
cal or scientific development 
to the prejudice of the con-
sumers, in violation of the 
provisions of Section 4(2)(b)
(ii) of the Act. 

The CCI also indicated 
some measures including 
that Google shall not incen-
tivise or otherwise obligate 
OEMs for not selling smart 
devices based on Android 
forks and shall not restrict 
un-installing of its pre-
installed apps by the users. 
In relation to the computa-
tion of penalty, the CCI not-
ed that there were glaring 
inconsistencies and wide 
disclaimers in presenting 
various revenue data points 
by Google. 
“However, in the interest of 
justice and with an intent of 
ensuring necessary market 
correction at the earliest, 
the CCI quantified the pro-
visional monetary penalties 
on the basis of the data pre-
sented by Google. 

prom-
ised to our vot-
ers, but I have 
h a d  s e r i o u s 

concerns about this Gov-
ernment’s commitment 
to honouring manifesto 
commitments, such as re-
ducing overall migration 
numbers and stopping 
illegal migration, par-
ticularly the dangerous 
small boats crossings,” 
she added.

It is also reported that 
former British Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson could 
stand in the Conservative 
Party leadership contest 
to replace Truss. “He’s tak-
ing soundings but is said to 
believe it is a matter of na-
tional interest,” Times polit-
ical editor Steven Swinford 
said on Twitter.

Meanwhile, the resigna-
tion has brought another 
opportunity Opposition 
who reiterated its  de-
mand for a general elec-
tion. Shortly after Truss’s 
resignation, Labour Party 

leader Keir Starmer is-
sued a scathing statement 
that ripped into the Con-
servative Party and called 
for a general election. 
“After 12 years of Tory 
failure, the British people 
deserve so much better 
than this revolving door 
of chaos. We need a gen-
eral election now,” he said 
and added that “Each one 
of these crises was made 
in Downing Street but 
paid for by the British 
public. Each one has left 
our country weaker and 
worse off.” 
“The British public de-
serve a proper say on the 
country’s future. They 
must have the chance to 
compare the Tories’ cha-
os with Labour’s plans to 
sort out their mess, grow 
the economy for work-
ing people and rebuild 
the country for a fairer, 
greener future. We must 
have a chance at a fresh 
start. We need a general 
election - now,” he added.
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The Supreme Court on 
Thursday declined an urgent 
hearing of a plea filed by BJP 
MP Manoj Tiwari challeng-
ing the Delhi government’s 
decision to ban the sale, pur-
chase and usage of firecrack-
ers during the festive season 
in the national capital.

A bench headed by Justice 
MR Shah, while refusing the 
request for an urgent hear-
ing, observed, “Let people 
breathe clean air”. The bench 
said there are other ways to 
celebrate festivals. “Spend 
your money on sweets,” said 
the apex court after advo-
cate Shashank Shekhar Jha, 
appearing for Tiwari, men-
tioned the matter for urgent 
listing.

Earlier, the top court had 
refused to lift the ban on 
firecrackers in Delhi, saying 
the court had already passed 
a detailed order regarding 
the usage of firecrackers and 
would not vacate the previ-
ous order.

It had tagged Tiwari’s plea 
with the other pending cas-
es. Tiwari had challenged 
the Delhi government’s de-
cision to ban the production, 

storage, sale, and use of all 
types of firecrackers to curb 
the rising pollution levels in 
the national capital.

Tiwari sought directions 
from the Aam Aadmi Party 
government to issue fresh 
guidelines with regard to 
the sale, purchase, and 
bursting of permissible fire-
crackers during the upcom-
ing festive season.

The BJP MP also sought 
directions to all states not 
to take any coercive action 
like lodging FIR against or-
dinary people found selling 
or using permissible fire-
crackers.

In the plea filed through 
advocates Ashwani Kumar 
Dubey and Shashank Shek-
har Jha, it was stated that “in 
the name of the right to life, 
freedom of religion cannot 
be taken away and that a 
balance has to be struck like 
that has been done through 
the decision of this Court 
dated October 29, 2021.”

According to a report, 
production of firecrackers 
has been 60 percent as com-
pared to the last two years’ 
production. After the ban, 
the impact would be around 
Rs 800 crore more in losses.

SC REJECTS URGENT 
HEARING PLEA ON DELHI 
FIRECRACKER BAN
ASHISH SINHA
NEW DELHI

INVESTIGATION

DEVELOPMENT

POLL PREPARATIONSIN UTTAR PRADESH

A woman IAS officer on Tues-
day lodged a complaint against 
an anonymous person for alleg-
edly harassing her by posing as a 
government official over What-
sApp intending to extract “con-
fidential information” from her, 
Delhi Police said on Thursday.

The complaint was lodged in 
the national capital earlier this 
week. According to the Delhi Po-
lice, IAS officer Garima Gupta 
lodged her complaint two days 
ago, alleging that someone 
threatened and harassed her 
after posing as a government 
official and also tried to extract 
confidential information about 
her department. The lodged 
FIR stated that when Gupta 
confronted the accused per-
son by warning him of a police 
complaint, he replied that he 
was using a SIM card using false 
documents and hence the police 
would not be able to trace him.

The said person also tried to 

impersonate a senior govern-
ment official when he talked 
to her. The FIR added that this 
person keeps on changing his 
assumed name on WhatsApp 
in an attempt to impersonate 
someone else in order to cheat 
the person he calls.

The IAS officer has further in 
her FIR urged the police to book 
her complaint under section 
66D (Punishment for Cheating 
by Personation by using Com-
puter Resources) of the Infor-
mation Technology Act, along 
with sections 419 (Punishment 
for Cheating by Personation), 
467 (Forgery of valuable secu-
rity, will, etc.), and 468 (forgery 
for the purpose of cheating). The 
Indian Penal Code has sections 
471 (Using a forged [document 
or electronic record] as genu-
ine), 473 (Making or possess-
ing a counterfeit seal, etc., with 
intent to commit forgery punish-
able otherwise), and 509 (Word, 
gesture, or act intended to insult 
the modesty of a woman).

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday laid the 
foundation stone of various 
development projects at Vyara 
in Gujarat’s Tapi district.

The Prime Minister laid the 
foundation stone of multiple 
development initiatives worth 
over Rs 1,970 crore in Vyara. 
He laid the foundation stone 
for the improvement of the 
road from Saputara to the 
Statue of Unity, along with the 
construction of missing links. 
Earlier in the day, the Prime 
Minister attended a bilateral 

meeting with UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres 
and launched Mission LiFE 
at the Statue of Unity, Ekta 
Nagar, Kevadia, and Gujarat.

The Prime Minister and the 
UN Secretary-General also 
paid floral tributes at the Stat-
ue of Unity.

Congratulatory video mes-
sages on the launch of Mission 
LiFE by the heads of 11 nations 
representing all regions of the 
United Nations were also re-
layed.

He pointed out the ancestral 
connection of Guterres with 
the state of Goa in India.

The Rajasthan Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) Core 
Committee will be held in 
the national capital on Fri-
day to hold discussions about 
the preparations for the 2023 
assembly elections and 2024 
Lok Sabha elections.

BJP Rajasthan President 
Satish Poonia said that the 
BJP chief JP Nadda will hold 
a meeting at 6 pm tomorrow 
at the Delhi BJP head office 
with the top party leaders of 
Rajasthan. The current po-
litical developments in Ra-
jasthan will be discussed in 
the Core Committee meet-
ing chaired by Nadda. The 
state leaders will also give 
feedback about the current 
situation.

It is believed that in this 
meeting, the organizational 
strategy will be prepared for 
the 2023 Assembly elections 
in Rajasthan.

The meeting will be at-
tended by BJP State Presi-
dent Dr Satish Poonia, 
former Chief Minister Va-
sundhara Raje, Leader 
of the Opposition Gulab 
Chand Kataria, BJP leader 
Rajendra Rathod, and some 
prominent leaders, includ-
ing ministers in the Modi 
government.

Pertinent to mention, a 
delegation of Rajasthan 
BJP on Tuesday met state 
Assembly Speaker CP Joshi 
and submitted a memoran-
dum seeking the Speaker’s 
stance on the purported 
resignation of MLAs of the 
ruling Congress.

The BJP leaders had also 
claimed that the Gehlot gov-
ernment of the state was in 
the minority.

“We will give feedback to 
the BJP President about the 
organisational and political 
developments in Rajast-
han,” said Satish Poonia.

Residents of a housing so-
ciety in Noida’s sector 100 
took part in a candle protest 
march on Wednesday night 
after a one-year-old child was 
mauled to death by a stray 
dog at an apartment build-
ing in Noida.

The angry residents pro-
tested against the authorities 
for failing to provide shelter 
for stray dogs. A one-year-
old child died after he was 
mauled to death by a stray 
dog in the Noida area on 
Monday, sparking massive 
protests.

The child was immediately 
rushed to a hospital where 
he was undergoing treat-
ment, but he succumbed to 
his injuries late at night, said 
Gautam Budh Nagar Police.

“Yesterday, the work of 
road construction was going 
on in Lotus Blue Society un-
der Police Station Sector-39 
area, when a stray dog bit 

and injured a child who was 
admitted to Reality Hospital 
Sector-110, where the child 
was undergoing treatment. 
The said child died during 
treatment at night. “Regard-
ing which, the police station 
has received the memo from 
the hospital,” said police.

The police further said nec-
essary action is being taken.

However, following the 
child’s death, the residents 
of the housing society in 
Noida’s Sector 100 protested 
and blocked roads on Tues-
day also.

Noida Authority official, 

OSD, Indu Prakash, said 
that the civic body would 
construct four shelter homes 
for stray dogs.

“We are going to construct 
four shelter homes for stray 
dogs. The work is in progress. 
We started sterilising stray 
dogs in 2017 and over 40,000 
dogs have been sterilised so 
far. We will build shelter 
homes for dogs in the same 
way as we have been doing 
for cows, “said Prakash.

However, the residents of 
the housing society were not 
satisfied with the authorities 
and continued their protest.

Man harasses IAS 
officer over confidential 
information, FIR lodged

PM MODI LAYS FOUNDATION STONE OF 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS AT VYARA

NADDA TO CHAIR RAJASTHAN BJP 
CORE COMMITTEE MEETING TO 
DISCUSS 2023 ASSEMBLY POLLS

CANDLE MARCH PROTEST IN NOIDA AFTER 
BABY DIES IN STREET DOG ATTACK
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ASSESMENT

The Competition Com-
mission of India (CCI) on 
Wednesday imposed mon-
etary as well as behavioral 
sanctions on MMT-Go 
(MakeMyTrip and GoIbibo) 
for abusing its dominant 
position and also for having 
an anti-competitive arrange-
ment with OYO (Oravel Stays 
Limited).

The CCI carried out an 
in-depth analysis for the 
delineation of the relevant 
market, laying special em-
phasis on such assessment 
in the case of platform mar-
kets. Commenting on the 
role of interdependencies 
in two-sided or multi-sided 
markets, the CCI opined that 
it is important to understand 
the nature of the interaction 
and interdependencies be-

tween the different sides of a 
multi-sided platform so as to 
ascertain the impact of such 
interaction or inter-linkages 
in the analysis. However, the 
role of such interdependen-
cies at the time of delineating 
relevant markets should be 
limited to understanding 
the impact of such interac-
tions on the substitutability 
analyzed primarily from the 
aggrieved user side. 

When it appears that there 
are two distinct products/
services which are being 
supplied (by the same seller, 
i.e., the OTA) to two distinct 
sets of buyers (end-consum-
ers and hotel partners), as-
certaining substitutability 
only from the perspective 
of one user group (i.e., the 
end-consumer in the pres-
ent case) may erroneously 
conflate the competitive con-
straints that exist separately 

and distinctly in relation to 
each user side.

The CCI undertook a sub-
stitutability assessment from 
the perspective of both user 
groups. From the end-users’ 
perspective, the CCI relied 
upon the ‘Search, Compare, 
and Booking’ (SCB) func-
tionality test and observed 
that, owing to the distinct 
characteristic features of 
the OTAs, they may not be 
comparable with other on-
line modes.

The CCI first examined the 
parity obligation, via which 
MMT-Go was imposing wide 
price parity as well as room 
availability parity obliga-
tions on its hotel partners. 
However, what perplexed the 
CCI in the instant matter was 
the imposition of price par-
ity in conjunction with other 
impositions, e.g., room parity 
obligations, deep discounting 

strategies, and exclusivity 
conditions, which warranted 
a simultaneous assessment of 
the impact and reinforcing 
nature of such impositions.

Based on an in-depth as-
sessment, the CCI found 
that the deep discounts and 
parity conditions, in conjunc-
tion, create an ecosystem that 
reinforces MMT-Go’s domi-
nant position in the relevant 
market. 

Firstly, it helps MMT-Go to 
retain and further increase 
its network of users/travel-
ers, who would increasingly 
use the platform to avail the 
best deals. 

Secondly, it impedes the 
competitive process between 
OTAs by limiting the com-
petitive levers/instruments 
at the disposal of other por-
tals who, for instance, cannot 
get better prices from hotels 
by offering lower commis-

sion rates.  Thirdly, the con-
sequent adverse effect on 
the sale of rooms through 
other platforms/channels 
and their user bases further 
accentuates the dependence 
of hotels on MMT-Go as well 
as the bargaining power im-
balance that already exists 
between MMT-Go and its 
hotel partners. Fourthly, 
the increased sales through 
MMT-Go may lead to uni-
laterally determined higher 
commissions charged by it, 
giving it the ability to also 
pass on discounts which are 
admittedly funded through 
these commissions, which 
may adversely impact the 
prices at which the hotel 
rooms are being offered to 
end-consumers. The con-
duct of MMT-Go was thus 
found to be in contravention 
of Section 4(2)(a)(i) read with 
Section 4(1) of the Act. 

CCI imposes sanctions on MakeMyTrip, 
GoIbibo and OYO
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TEACHER’S RECRUITMENT SCAM

The Supreme Court 
on Thursday rejected 
former chairman of 

the West Bengal Board of 
Primary Education and Trin-
amool Congress MLA Manik 
Bhattacharya’s plea challeng-
ing his arrest by the ED in a 
money laundering matter 
relating to the alleged irregu-
larities in primary teachers’ 
appointments.

A bench of justices Anirud-
dha Bose and Vikram Nath on 
Tuesday reserved the order 
on Manik Bhattacharya’s 
plea. Manik Bhattacharya, in 
his plea, submitted that the 
investigating officer of the 
Directorate of Enforcement 
had filed a remand applica-
tion before the Special Judge 
(CBI-I) Court, City Sessions 
Court, Calcutta, seeking a 14-
day custodial remand of the 
petitioner on October 11 and 
that the arrest was effective 
during the currency of the 
protection orders passed by 
the top court.

The petitioner cited an ear-
lier Supreme Court order in 
the alleged irregularities in 

primary teachers’ appoint-
ments matter being investi-
gated by the CBI, in which he 
was granted interim protec-
tion from arrest.

The petitioner, Manik Bhat-
tacharya, has urged the top 
court to declare the arrest of 
the petitioner in relation to 
proceedings initiated on the 

basis of ECIR and summons 
dated October 14, 2022, is-
sued by the Directorate of 
Enforcement, Kolkata-II 
Zonal Office, as illegal and to 
release the petitioner forth-
with in connection with the 
matter.

The Enforcement Direc-
torate has earlier told the 

Supreme Court that former 
chairman of the West Bengal 
Board of Primary Education 
and Trinamool Congress 
leader Manik Bhattacharya 
was a key person in a money 
laundering case relating to 
the alleged irregularities in 
primary teachers’ appoint-
ments.

ED submitted, “Investiga-
tion under PMLA has re-
vealed the role of Dr Manik 
Bhattacharya, ex. President 
of WBBPE and MLA, Pala-
shipara, and Nadia from 
TMC as one of the key per-
sons in the entire scam of of-
fering jobs in lieu of money.”

ED, in its affidavit, also said 
that it has been ascertained 
that Manik headed the West 
Bengal Board of Primary 
Education for a period of 
more than 10 years starting 
in 2011, during which more 
than 58,000 primary teach-
ers were recruited through 
the Board.

In an affidavit filed before 
the Supreme Court, ED has 
opposed the Manik Bhat-
tacharya plea challenging his 
arrest in a money launder-
ing case as the probe agency 
submitted that Manik Bhat-

tacharya has remained unco-
operative during the course 
of statements recorded under 
section 50 of PMLA, 2002 
and has continuously tried 
to mislead the investigation 
by suppressing facts and de-
tails on the source of funds 
accumulated in the name of 
his family members.

The probe agency also said 
that the investigation in re-
spect of other high-value 
transactions is required to be 
done to unearth the money 
trail and to identify the pro-
ceeds of the crime.

ED also mentioned the seiz-
ing of huge cash of more than 
50 crore (approximately) 
during the searches con-
ducted in the month of July 
2022. Two people, namely 
Partha Chatterjee, the then 
Education Minister of the 
State of West Bengal, and 
Arpita Mukherjee, were 
arrested on July 23, 2022. 
Manik Bhattacharyya, ex-
President of the West Bengal 
Board of Primary Education, 
was consequently arrested 
on October 10.

Manik Bhattacharyya has 
challenged his arrest before 
the Supreme Court.

APEX COURT DISMISSES TMC MLA 
MANIK BHATTACHARYA’S PLEA
YOGDATTA RAJEEV
NEW DELHI
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DELHI LIFTS  
RS 500 FINE FOR 
NOT WEARING 
FACE MASKS 
NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
government announced on 
Thursday that no penalty 
will be levied on people for 
not wearing face masks 
in public places in the na-
tional capital. The govern-
ment, however, advised the 
public to continue wearing 
masks in crowded public 
places. The Health and 
Family Welfare Depart-
ment of the Delhi Govern-
ment, in a statement, said 
that the Delhi Disaster 
Management Authority 
(DDMA) has decided to 
withdraw the order that 
made it compulsory for 
face masks in public and 
which levied Rs 500 as a 
fine for those found violat-
ing the order. The decision 
to lift the fine was taken by 
the Delhi government in its 
last Covid review meeting 
based on a dip in Covid 
cases.

MINISTRY OF COAL 
SET A TARGET TO 
PRODUCE  
1.3 BILLION TON 
IN FY25
New Delhi: To strengthen 
India’s energy security 
and to realize AtmaNirb-
har Bharat by replacing 
imported coal with do-
mestically mined coal, the 
Ministry of Coal has set a 
target to produce 1.3 billion 
ton (BT) in FY25 and 1.5 BT 
by FY30. The press release 
stated that “Development 
of coal transportation that 
is cost-efficient, fast and 
environmentally friendly 
is an important goal of the 
country.” Keeping in view of 
increased coal evacuation 
in the future, the Ministry 
of Coal is working on the 
development of a National 
Coal Logistic Plan.

GOA POLICE 
ARREST MAN FOR 
POSSESSION OF  
2.5 KG GANJA
CONCLAVE: Goa Police 
has arrested one person 
who is a native of Bihar for 
possessing Ganja. As per 
SDPO MapusaJivbaDalvi, 
reliable information was 
received from a source 
that one person was 
coming to deliver Ganja at 
four road junction, Colvale, 
Bardez, Goa. Accordingly, 
Colvale Police formed 
a raiding team and laid 
a trap. Further, today 
on Thursday, the team 
nabbed the accused per-
son at Colvale and seized 
from his possession 2.50 
kg of ganja worth Rs. 
2,50,000.

KASHI TAMIL 
SANGAMAM TO BE 
HELD FROM 16 NOV
NEW DELHI: Union Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan, 
along with the Minister 
of State L. Murugan on 
Thursday announced the 

"KASHI TAMIL SANGAMAM" 
to be held from16  Novem-
ber  to 19 December  2022. 
The Union minister also 
launched the website for 
registering for the event. 
He said that the event will 
be organised in Vara-
nasi (Kashi) during which 
academic exchanges 

- seminars, discussions 
etc. will be held between 
experts/ scholars on 
various facets of the two 
ancient manifestations 
of Indian Culture, with 
focus on bringing out the 
links and shared values 
between the two.

ANATOMY OF SSC SCAM
NEW DELHI: This is the story of two Topper Girls. One 
who had obtained her position on her own and another 
one who got it just because her father was a minister in 
the Mamata government then.Under SSC, a teaching 
and non-teaching recruitment exam were organised by 
the state’s education department when Partha Chatter-
jee was the education minister in the previous Mamata 
government. The results for the exam were released in 
November 2017. Babita Sarkar secured the first rank. 
Soon after, WBSSC cancelled the list to release a new 
merit list. However, this time, Babita was not among the 
top 20 aspirants. In the new list, West Bengal minister 
Paresh Adhikari’s daughter Ankita Adhikai’s name was 
added to the list despite getting fewer marks than Bab-
ita Sarkar. In 2017, Babita Sarkar reached the Calcutta 
High Court to file a case. The court formed a committee 
to find the truth. On the basis of the panel’s report, the 
High Court gave Ankita Adhikari’s job to Babita. The CBI 
started the investigation into the case on the HC’s order 
after Partha Chatterjee’s name surfaced. In the case, 
ED registered a case on June 24 under the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) when the money trail 
came to light.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the function on Thursday. 

People during the candle march.
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BIG EVENT

The News Broad-
casters Federation 
(NBF), the largest 

and most democratic indus-
try body of top pan-India 
television news organisa-
tions and digital publishers, 
will host the biggest news 
event-the NBF National 
Conclave on Friday.

The event will be held at 
Taj Palace, New Delhi, un-
der the theme “Future of 
News”. The historic one-day 
event will be attended by the 
top influencers from the 
diverse ecosystem, includ-
ing policy leaders, regula-
tors, politicians, and media 
leaders from national and 
regional platforms.

The day-long cerebral 
conversation will see lead-
ers across hues examining 
the current news media 
landscape from the perspec-
tive of opportunity, threats, 
and challenges. Themes 
such as the news media as 
the fourth pillar, the future 
of the news industry in the 
converged and connected 
era will be up for delibera-
tion.

The NBF conclave will also 
mark a turning point for the 
news broadcasting industry 
because it will provide a fo-
rum for a frank discussion 
of rules and policy with 
some of India’s most pow-
erful politicians, bureau-
crats, business executives, 
and opinion leaders.

NBF members consist of 
50+ TV channels and 150+ 

digital platforms. The hosts 
of the ‘Future of News’ na-
tional conclave include the 
likes of Republic Media Net-
work, TV9 Network, ITV 
Network, 24News Kerala, 
Prag News, Pride East En-
tertainment, Digvijay News 
Karnataka, DY365 news As-
sam, and other NBF Mem-
ber channels.

The official print partners 
of the conclave are The Daily 
Guardian and The Sunday 
Guardian. 

The Conclave is supported 
by LiveU by Lamhas Satel-
lite Services, Fourth Dimen-
sion Media Solutions, Asia 
Video Industry Association, 
and Media Entertainment 
Skills Council, under the 
Government of India. 
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NBF HOSTS ‘FUTURE OF NEWS’ 
NATIONAL CONCLAVE ON FRIDAY

BRAINSTORMING SESSIONS

Guest Event
Himanta Biswa Sarma, Assam CM One India, Many Voices

YS Sharmila, YSRTP Chief Is there a bias?

Arif Mohammad, Kerala Governor News & Nation Building

Devendra Fadnavis, Deputy CM of Maharashtra My view of the media

Baijayant Panda, BJP Vice President  Does media need a watchdog?

Kanchan Gupta, Senior Adviser, MIB The Indian Narrative

Chandrababu Naidu, TDP Chief Media & The Opposition

Annamalai, Tamil Nadu BJP Chief  Federalism & Free Press

Sanjay Singh, AAP MP News Beyond Lutyens

Anurag Thakur, Union I&B Minister Future of news: Perspectives on Indian Media

Jammu and Kashmir Lib-
eration Front (JKLF) chief 
Yasin Malik, who is currently 
lodged in Tihar Jail, on Thurs-
day appeared virtually before 
a special court in Jammu in 
connection with the Rubaiya 
Sayeed kidnapping case, in 
which he is an accused.

The Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) had issued 
directions restricting Ma-
lik’s movement to appear 
in person before a Terrorist 
and Disruptive Activities 

Act (TADA) court.  “Hearing 
was held in Rubaiya Sayeed 
abduction case. Yasin Malik 
was to be produced in court 
as per the production war-
rant by the court but due to 
the MHA order of restrictions 
on his movement, he was not 
produced and attended the 
hearing virtually,” CBI law-
yer Monika Kohli said.

Rubaiya did not appear in 
court since she was granted 
exemption by the court. The 
next date for the hearing is 24 
November. Rubaiya Sayeed, 
the sister of Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) president 

Mehbooba Mufti and daugh-
ter of former Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed, was ab-
ducted by the JKLF militants 
on 8 December, 1989.

Notably, the National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) court 
in May this year awarded life 
imprisonment to Yasin Ma-
lik in a terror funding case. It 
also imposed a fine of Rs.10 
lakh on him. 

Yasin Malik was sentenced 
to life imprisonment twice. 
The NIA had sought the 
death penalty for the sepa-
ratist leader. 

RESTRICTIONS

Yasin Malik virtually 
appears in court for Rubaiya 
Sayeed kidnapping case
TDG NETWORK
JAMMU

The Special Central Bu-
reau of Investigation 
(CBI) court on Thursday 
completed the hearing 
of former Maharash-
tra Home Minister Anil 
Deshmukh and reserved 
the order for today in con-
nection with the Rs.100 
crore extortion case.

On 11 October, the Su-
preme Court refused to 
cancel the bail granted to 
the former home minister 

in the money laundering 
case lodged against him 
by Enforcement Director-
ate (ED).

A bench headed by Jus-
tice DY Chandrachud 
refused to interfere with 
the Bombay High Court 
order which granted bail 
to Deshmukh on 4th Oc-
tober.

He has been accused 
of asking policemen to 
collect Rs.100 crores il-
legally for him every 
month from bar owners 
in Mumbai. ED has ap-

proached the apex court 
challenging the Bombay 
High Court’s order grant-
ing bail to Deshmukh.

Deshmukh continues to 
be in judicial custody at 
Arthur Road prison. 

The corruption case is 
also being investigated by 
the CBI. According to the 
ED, Deshmukh had mis-
used his position as state 
home minister and col-
lected Rs 4.70 crore from 
various bars in Mumbai 
through some police of-
ficers.

EXTORTION CASE

CBI court reserves 
order on Anil 
Deshmukh’s bail plea
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI
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Husband 
arrested for 
murdering wife, 
stuffing body in 
a suitcase
GuruGram: a woman was 
allegedly killed by her hus-
band few days ago and her 
body stuffed in a suitcase 
was recovered by the Guru-
gram police. Her husband 
has been apprehended by 
the police on Wednesday, 
said officials. Husband of 
the woman arrested by po-
lice has confessed that he 
killed his wife over domes-
tic strife. a naked woman’s 
body was found stuffed in 
an abandoned suitcase 
near IFFCO Chowk on 
monday. Police reached the 
spot following the intima-
tion received. according to 
the officials, police obtained 
CCTV footage leading to the 
accused. “On October 17, a 
woman’s body was found 
in a suitcase near IFFCO 
Chowk. 

He got parole as 
per law: dera 
sacHa sauda
CHandIGarH: after a 
political controversy over a 
virtual ‘Satsang’ organised 
by rape convict dera Sacha 
Sauda chief Gurmeet ram 
rahim Singh which was at-
tended by many BJP lead-
ers, dera spokesperson 
Jitendra Khurana said ram 
rahim got parole as per the 
law and it has nothing to 
do with the upcoming bye-
election. ram rahim, who 
is serving a jail term after 
being convicted in rape and 
murder cases was released 
from Sunaria jail on 40-day 
parole on Saturday. “ac-
cording to the law, any ac-
cused gets 70 days’ parole 
in a year. ‘Baba’ (rahim) 
also took 40 days’ parole on 
Saturday and he was on 30 
days’ parole earlier. 

HimacHal 
polls: rakesH 
cHaudHary files 
nomination
dHaramSHala: Bharati-
ya Janata Party candidate 
rakesh Chaudhary on 
Thursday filed his nomi-
nation to contest from 
dharamshala seat in 
the upcoming Himachal 
Pradesh assembly polls. 
Speaking to the mediaper-
sons, rakesh Chaudhary 
said he is delighted to be a 
part of the BJP since it is a 

“huge organisation”.  

adampur polls: 
cong leaders 
annoyed witH 
Hooda
CHandIGarH: a multi-cor-
nered battle is set on cards 
in adampur polls to be held 
on november 3, 2022. In a 
bid to win adampur bypolls, 
all parties namely the ruling 
BJP, Congress, aam aadmi 
Party and Indian national 
lok dal are on their toes to 
prove their mettle. Political 
experts are of the opinion 
that the bypolls could have 
an impact on the forthcom-
ing assembly elections in 
the state to some extent as 
it is most likely to indicate 
the mood of voters. all 
parties have announced the 
name of star campaigners 
regarding the bypolls. But 
what causes hindrance for 
the Congress is the tussle 
between the party stalwarts 
that kept many of them 
away from the campaigning 
for the party contestant.

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Thursday 
conducted searches at two 
locations in Punjab relating to 
the over 102 kg of heroin that 
had arrived in India through 
(Integrated Check-Post ICP), 
Attari on two separate occa-
sions in April this year, in-
formed the officials.

During the searches, the 
NIA said, “It seized unac-
counted cash amounting to Rs 
1,27,91,900 and incriminat-
ing digital devices and docu-
ments.” The anti-terror agency 
conducted the searches at the 
residence and office premises 
of the suspected accused Am-
ritpal Singh, a resident of Tarn 
Taran, Punjab.

The raids were linked to 
the ongoing probe launched 
by the agency in a case relat-

ing to the seizure of over 102 
kg heroin that had arrived in 
India through ICP, Attari on 
April 24 and April 26 this year 
respectively. The heroin had 
been concealed in a consign-
ment of liquorice roots (Mu-
lethi) by suppliers based in 
Afghanistan.

The case was initially regis-
tered by the Customs Depart-
ment, Amritsar, and the NIA 
re-registered it on July 30 to 
investigate the role of multiple 
companies and individuals 
who are suspected to be in-
volved in laundering the pro-
ceeds of narco-terrorism, said 
the officials.

Three accused persons Vipin 
Mittal, Proprietor of Shri Ba-
laji Trading Co. New Delhi; 
and two other Delhi’s New 
Okhla Vihar residents Razi 
Haider Zaidi and Asif Abdul-
lah were earlier arrested by 
the NIA.

narcotics trade

nia raids in punjab, 
seizes casH rs 1.27 cr
TDG NETWORK  
neW delHI

A Punjab police personnel, 
alleged of ‘accidental’ firing 
at a youth working in a mo-
bile shop, was suspended on 
Wednesday, officials said.

According to CCTV footage 
inside of a mobile repairing 
shop, at Amritsar a police-
man was seen taking a pistol 
out of his pocket and putting 
it on the counter. Following 
this, he allegedly ‘misfires’ at a 
person working in the mobile 
shop. The injured person was 
rushed to the hospital.

“Necessary action will be 
taken as per the statements 
of the eyewitnesses and the 
family. The condition of the 
injured person is serious,” 
Varinder Singh, ACP North, 

Amritsar said.
However,  earlier this 

month, a similar incident 
happened in Jammu and 
Kashmir where a civilian suc-
cumbed to injuries when the 
rifle of a policeman ‘acciden-
tally’ went off.

As per the officials, the vic-
tim was immediately rushed 

to the hospital by the police.
“On October 5 while on duty 

at Haal Pulwama, the rifle of 
a Policeman accidentally 
went off resulting in inju-
ries to a person. The injured 
person was immediately 
evacuated to the hospital by 
Police”, tweeted the Kashmir  
Zone Police.

Horror in punjab

Accidental firing leads 
critical injury to civilian, 
police official suspended

HimacHal assembly polls

A day after the Bharati-
ya Janata Party re-
leased a list of 62 

candidates for the upcom-
ing Assembly polls in the 
state, the party on Thursday 
declared the names of the re-
maining six candidates who 
will contest the elections.

With the declaration of the 
names of the remaining can-
didates, the BJP has released 
the full list of those who will 
be in the fray in the 68-seat 
Assembly in Himachal. Out 
of the six candidates getting 
ticket in the second list, one 
woman found representation 
while the other five are male 
candidates.

Among those selected to 
contest are Ramesh Dhawala 
from Dehra, Ravinder Singh 
Ravi from Jawalamukhi, Ma-
heshwar Singh from Kullu, 
Maya Sharma from Barsar, 
Prof. Ramkumar from Haroli, 
and Kaul Negi from Rampur 
(SC).

The party had released its 
first list of 62 candidates on 

Wednesday morning.
The Central Election Com-

mittee (CEC) of BJP approved 
the list of candidates for the 
Assembly elections which 
included five women candi-
dates. The Central Election 
Committee of BJP on Tuesday 
met to discuss the seat distri-
bution in the state and final-
ised the list of candidates for 
the Assembly elections.

Some incumbent MLAs 
have been dropped.

The ruling party has fielded 
Chief Minister Jairam Thakur 
from Seraj, Anil Sharma from 
Mandi and Satpal Singh Satti 

from Una.
The BJP has given tickets to 

Hans Raj from Churah (SC) 
Dr. Jannak Raj from Bhar-
mour (ST), Indira Kapoor 
from Chamba, DS from Dal-
housie, Vikram Jariyal from 
Bhattiyat, Ranveer Singh 
(Nikka) from Nurpur, Rita 
Dhiman from Indora (SC), 
Rakesh Pathania from Fateh-
pur, Sanjay Guleria from 
Jawali, Bikram Thakur from 
Jaswan-Prangpur, Ravinder 
Dhiman from Jaisinghpur 
(SC).

The BJP has also given tick-
ets to Vipin Singh Parmar 

from Sulah, Arun Kumar 
Mehra (Kuka) from Nagrota, 
Pawan Kajal from Kangra, 
Sarveen Chaudhary from 
Shahpur, Rakesh Chaud-
hary from Dharamsala, 
Trilok Kapoor from Palam-
pur, Mulkhraj Premi from 
Baijnath (SC), Ramlal Mar-
kandeya from Lahaul & Spiti 
(SC).

Govind Singh Thakur has 
been given a ticket from 
Manali, Surender Shourie 
from Banjar, Lokendra Ku-
mar from Anni (SC), Deep-
raj Kapoor (Banthal) from 
Karsog (SC), Rakesh Jambal 
from Sundernagar, Vinod 
Kumar from Nachan (SC), 
Puran Chand Thakur from 
Darang, Prakash Rana from 
Jogindranagar, Rajat Thakur 
from Dharampur, Anil Shar-
ma from Mandi.

I n d e r  S i n g h  G a n d h i 
will  contest from Balh 
(SC), Daleep Thakur from 
Sarkaghat, Anil Dhiman from 
Bhoranj (SC), Captain (Retd) 
Ranjit Singh from Sujan-
pur, Narendra Thakur from 
Hamirpur, Vijay Agnihotri 
from Nadaun.

bjp releases second list, 6 
women get tickets out of 68
TDG NETWORK
SHImla

The second list for polls was released on Thursday.  

The Bharatiya Kisan Union 
(BKU) (Ekta - Ugrahan) on 
Thursday organised a rally 
outside the residence of Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann in 
Sangrur for the fulfilment of 
their demands.

The farmers protested de-
manding compensation for 
damaged crops and the death 
of cows due to lumpy skin 
disease. 

“The Punjab government 
was given an ultimatum for 
four days and after which the 
Kisan Union made a tremen-
dous protest in front of Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann’s 
Kothi, our struggle will con-
tinue until our demands are 
accepted by the government,” 
said Joginder Singh belonging 
to the BKU (Ekta-Ugrahan).

Earlier on August 16, For-

mer Union minister and Shi-
romani Akali Dal leader Har-
simrat Kaur Badal slammed 
the Punjab government for 
not taking note of the damage 
that the ‘Lumpy Skin Disease’ 
had been causing in the region 
and demanded a compensa-
tion of Rs 50 thousand per 
animal to mitigate the burden 
on the rearers.

She also stressed that the 
disease had proved to be fatal 
for hundreds of bovines in the 
northern state.

“LumpySkinDisease is rav-
aging livestock in Punjab. 
Hundreds of bovines have 
died and thousands are se-
verely infected of this conta-
gious disease that is causing 
enormous economic loss to 
our farmers and dairy own-
ers. 

Unfortunately, AAP-led 
Punjab govt has failed to do 
the needful,” tweeted Badal. 

punjab

farmers stage protest 
outside cm bHagwant 
mann’s residence
TDG NETWORK  
CHandIGarH

Congress General Secretary 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra will 
be addressing eight rallies 
and roadshows in poll-bound 
Himachal Pradesh.

The Congress leader will be 
in Mandi and Kullu districts 
on October 31. She will also 
visit Kangra and Chamba 
on November 3, Hamirpur 
and Una on November 7. On 
November 10, the Congress 
General Secretary will hold 
rallies and roadshows in 
Shimla and Sirmaur.

Earlier on October 14, Pri-
yanka Gandhi kick-started 
the election campaign in 
Himachal Pradesh for the 
state assembly polls. She ad-
dressed ‘Parivartan Pratigya 
Rally’.

During her address, Vadra 
said that if the party is voted 
to power in the forthcoming 
Himachal Pradesh assembly 
elections, a decision will be 
taken on restoring the old 
pension scheme in the first 
meeting of the cabinet.

The Congress leader said a 
decision will also be taken at 

the cabinet meeting to pro-
vide one lakh government 
jobs. She targeted the BJP 
government in the state and 
alleged that it has done noth-
ing for youth, employees and 
women.

“You should think about 
your future. BJP doesn’t have 
money for pensions but they 
can waive off loans of their 
big businessmen. They have 
nothing for youth, employees 
and women. Government 
posts are lying vacant for 
the last five years,” Priyanka 
Gandhi said.

“I am giving you a guaran-
tee today that after forming 
the government here, two 
major decisions will be taken 
in the first cabinet meeting. 

First is to give one lakh gov-
ernment jobs and the sec-
ond is to implement the old 
pension scheme (OPS),” she 
added.

The Congress is in the pro-
cess of deciding its candi-
dates for the assembly polls. 
The party is without its tall 
leader Virbhadra Singh in 
this election. He passed away 
last year.

Himachal has been wit-
nessing a bipolar contest be-
tween Congress and the BJP 
but Aam Aadmi Party is also 
trying to make its presence 
felt. 

Election Commission an-
nounced the schedule for the 
assembly election in Him-
achal Pradesh on Friday.

aHead of elections

priyanka gandHi to address
eigHt roadsHows in HimacHal
TDG NETWORK  
neW delHI

Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar on 
Wednesday said that he 
would take up the issue of the 
denial of visas to 21 members 
of the 30-strong Indian squad 
for the U-23 World Wrestling 
Championships by the Span-
ish Embassy with the Minis-
try of External Affairs.

Khattar also assured help 
from the state government 
at every step. India suffered 
a major blow in the U-23 
World Wrestling Champi-
onships after 21 members of 
the 30-member squad were 
denied visas to Spain by the 
Spanish Embassy.

Speaking about the same 
State Sports Minister Sand-
eep Singh termed the contro-
versy over the denial of the 
visas to the players as highly 
unfortunate.

Singh said that he would 
talk to the Union Sports Min-
ister Anurag Thakur regard-
ing the issue.

Wrestling Federation of 
India (WFI) chairman Bri-

jbhushan Sharan Singh said 
on Tuesday that this has hap-
pened for the very first time.

“When a tournament is as-
signed to a country, there is a 
condition that they would not 
stop players from any coun-
try from coming, not even 
players from countries with 
which they have strained 
relations,” told the chairman 
to ANI.

“It is highly unfortunate 
that it has happened. Asian 
Championships happened 
two years back and back then 
we had highly tensed rela-
tions with Pakistan. Despite 
that, we gave visas, hotel and 
security to Pakistan players 
and dropped them safely at 
the Wagah border after the 
tournament,” he added.

Brijbhushan pointed out 
that nine out of 30 players 
have got their visas and the 
ones who have been denied 
a visa have supporting docu-
ments from the government 
and the organisers of the 
championships.

According to reports in the 
media, the reason for the de-
nial of the visa is due to the 

intentions of the players to 
leave the territory before the 
expiry of the visa.

The Wrestling Federation 
of India (WFI) had picked 
a 30-member squad for the 
World Championship, but 
only nine were granted after 
the embassy of Spain denied 
visas to 21 of the wrestlers.

India has had a prolific re-
cord in the previous editions 
of the prestigious tourna-
ment, with the team bagging 
five medals at the 2021 edi-
tion of the tournament.

The Wrestling Champi-
onship will take place from 
October 17-23 in Pontevedra 
in northwest Spain. Amit 
Panghal who recently be-
came the Under-20 woman 
World Champion was also 
scheduled to play in the tour-
nament but was not cleared 
to travel.

A total squad strength of 
45 members was to travel 
to Spain including staff and 
players but now the travel 
has been shelved due to the 
denial of visas. Only Aman 
(57 kg) of the ten freestyle 
wrestlers received a visa.

u-23 world wrestling cHampionsHips

Will take up issue with 
MEA: Khattar says over 
denial of visas to wrestlers
TDG NETWORK
CHandIGarH

A tea shop owner in Him-
achal Pradesh’s Shimla has 
replaced Bharatiya Janata 
Party minister Suresh 
Bhardwaj who has contest-
ed the Shimla Urban seat 
four times consecutively.

Suresh Bhardwaj will 
now contest the Assembly 
polls from Kasumpti after 
the party’s candidate Sanjay 
Sood, who runs a tea shop 
in Shimla got the election 
ticket to contest from Shimla 
Urban. Speaking to the ANI, 
Sanjay Sood said, “I am ex-
tremely grateful that BJP 
made me its candidate to 
contest from a hot seat like 
Shimla Urban, I am on sev-
enth heaven as it is truly a 
big honour for a small work-
er like me. I would say that it 
was my very good decision 
to work for BJP.”

He further elucidated his 
background saying that 
he belonged to a very poor 
family and has been run-
ning this tea shop since 1991. 
“Prior to this tea shop, I used 

to sell newspapers at a bus 
stand. Despite being from a 
poor family, the sense of ser-
vice remained in the heart 
ever since,” he said.

His education and culture 
study came from the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS). He said that he could 
manage to afford college by 
selling newspapers and that 
was the time when he got 
the opportunity to work in 
the “Vidyarthi Parishad” 
(student council).

“I worked in student coun-
cil for five years but had to 
stop that because of financial 
issues I could not work for 
it any further. Then I later 
worked as a Medical Rep-
resentative for 2 years, after 
which I founded this tea 
shop in 1991 and this is my 
workplace since then. I feed 
my family and carry their 
expenses from this shop,” 
he said mentioning his ac-
tiveness in politics despite 
coming from a non-political 
background.

“I do not come from a po-
litical background but have 
a very high spirit for service, 

and that was the reason why 
I sat at the booth for Bal-
akram Kashyap of Janata 
Party in 1977, while I was in 
school. And since the for-
mation of BJP in 1980 I have 
been working for it,” he said.

Further in the conversa-
tion, Sood mentioned that 
he was the party’s General 
Secretary of Shimla Man-
dal Urban before becoming 
the vice president of Shimla 
Division after which he was 
made the media in-charge of 
the district.

“While doing so (role 
of media in-charge), the 
party gave me a ticket and 
I became the councillor of 
Shimla Municipal Corpora-
tion twice. Then I became 
the president of Shimla dis-
trict,” he added.

“Today I feel proud that 
the party has declared me 
its candidate from Shimla. I 
will not be able to pay off my 
party,” he added further.

On being asked that if 
there was any resentment 
among party workers on 
his candidacy, he replied, 
“I have a simple point that 

anyone who is with Lotus 
flower cannot be angry. It 
hurts only momentarily. It is 
natural to be disappointed if 
you don’t get what you want. 
I will meet all of them. I have 
full faith that eventually we 
all will work for lotus and 
win the seat for Shimla con-
stituency.”

Reacting to this surprising 
change, BJP minister Suresh 
Bhardwaj said, “In Himach-
al Pradesh, it is not custom-
ary to change one seat and 
fight in another seat. Surely 
it is strange because here is 
only one seat where I have 
been elected regularly for 
32 consecutive years of poli-
tics.”

Bhardwaj has been work-
ing for BJP since 1980 and 
was also in Janata Party be-
fore that. Kasumpti is also 
not far away from Shimla, 
and nor is it untouched, he 
added.

He further said, “Ka-
sumpti is a mixed region 
and it would have been 
better if this shuffle could 
have taken place with prior  
information.”

days before assembly polls

‘Chaiwallah’ replaces 4-time Shimla 
Urban seat winner as candidate
TDG NETWORK
SHImla

TDG NETWORK
amrITSar

The CCTV footage of the incident went viral.

She will be addressing the rallies in Kullu and Mandi.
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ECONOMIC LOSSES 

Around 1.5 lakh peo-
ple in the firecrack-
er manufacturing 

industry have been left 
jobless in Sivakasi, Tamil 
Nadu, amid blanket bans 
on firecrackers in several 
states. Firecracker mak-
ers, who were anticipating 
a boom this Diwali after a 
two-year halt due to Co-
vid-19, are also facing losses.

It is noteworthy that the 
firecracker sector has em-
ployed over 7 lakh people, 
and there are currently 
more than 1,000 registered 
firecracker units in opera-
tion. For more than 6.5 lakh 
Sivakasi families, the fire-
works industry has been 

their only source of income. 
However, recent develop-
ments, including the ban 
on barium, have left over 1.5 
lakh people jobless.

“The garland cracker has 
been banned despite being 
a significant item. Since 
garland crackers are en-

tirely handmade, and when 
we are not able to produce 
them, workers lose their 
jobs. This work was per-
formed by around 40 per-
cent of factory employees, 
“one of the workers said.” 
Nagendra, a fireworks 
worker, stated, “I’ve spent 

the last 20 years working 
in a cracker factory. The 
firecracker industry is the 
only industry in the Siv-
akasi area. The firecracker 
industry is the only source 
of income for the 5 million 
people that live here. Agri-
culture cannot be practised 
under these conditions; 
only the firecracker busi-
ness can.”

“For many years, the fire-
works industry has been 
afflicted by issues such as 
a restriction on the use of 
certain chemicals and a ban 
on the manufacture of some 
explosives. Due to the rain, 
fireworks cannot be manu-
factured at this time. This 
has resulted in employment 
losses, and many states have 
banned the sale and burst-

ing of firecrackers around 
Diwali. Thus, our work is 
not yielding the desired re-
sults,” he further added.

“Therefore, on behalf of 
the firecracker workers, I re-
quest that the Chief Minister 
of Tamil Nadu should con-
sult Prime Minister Modi 
and raise the livelihood of 
the firecracker workers,” 
Nagendra said.

Nagama, another fire-
works worker,  stated, 
“There is no longer any pro-
duction or selling of fire-
crackers. We don’t know 
of any other businesses be-
sides crackers that are being 
harmed by government laws 
that are costing us our jobs. 
The government should 
consider our welfare and 
make sound decisions.”   

TDG NETWORK
SIVAKASI 

1.5 LAKH PEOPLE IN TAMIL NADU LEFT 
JOBLESS AFTER FIRECRACKER BAN

Murji Patel

Riteish and Genelia Deshmukh

Kedarnath Temple

 People involved in firecrackers production in Sivakasi. (File photo)

POLITICAL GOOGLY 

RUCKUS WITHIN BJP 
OVER ANDHERI EAST 
BY-ELECTION

In Mumbai’s Andheri East 
assembly by-election, there 
has been a ruckus within 
the BJP over the declaration 
of the name of BJP candidate 
Murji Patel before contesting 
the election and then with-
drawing the nomination.

It is believed that Mumbai 
State BJP President Ash-
ish Shelar was against the 
withdrawal of Patel’s name. 
But it is believed that Shelar 

got clean bowled in front of 
Fadnavis’s googly and had to 
accept this decision.

Maharashtra Deputy Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
believes that the withdrawal 
of the BJP candidate’s name 
came after an emotional ap-
peal to NCP leader Sharad 
Pawar, MNS President Raj 
Thackeray and Shiv Sena 
mouthpiece Saamana is 
considered the right move. 
Fadnavis was also unhappy 
with Patel’s candidature. But 
due to the pressure of She-
lar, Fadnavis was also ready. 
When all-round pressure 
started building, he decided 
to take a step back. Fadnavis 

was afraid that if the BJP was 
defeated in this by-election, 
then its consequences would 
fall on the six big municipali-
ties of the state, including the 
upcoming BMC. Another 
fear was that the Marathi 
voter might get annoyed if a 
candidate is fielding against 
the wife of the late Shiv Sena 
MLA.

Murji Patel, who filed his 
nomination, is known to be 
very close to Mumbai BJP 
President Shelar. Therefore, 
Patel’s nomination became a 

critical problem for Shelar’s. 
Shelar also claimed to have 
brought Patel on his own.

In the midst of this conflict 
within the party, Fadnavis, 
through his friend and MNS 
President Raj Thackeray, 
laid the board. Under this 
plan, Raj wrote an emotional 
letter to Fadnavis about the 
withdrawal of Patel’s candi-
dature, and Sharad Pawar’s 
appeal served as a power 
play.

The politics of Fadnavis is 
such that they get their way 
without suffering any loss. 
In fact, victory has become 
easy for Uddhav Shiv Sena’s 
candidate Ratuja Latte.

MANISH AWASTHI
MUMBAI 

PILGRIMAGE 

PM Modi to visit Kedarnath, 
preparations in full swing 

Preparations are in full 
swing in Kedarnath ahead 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to Kedarnath 
and Badrinath to lay the 
foundation stone of a few 
roads and the Hemkund Sa-
hib ropeway on Friday.

PM Modi will visit Kedar-
nath tomorrow to review 
and initiate various develop-
ment projects.

Ganga Dhar Linga, Prad-
han Pujari of Badrinath-
Kedarnath Mandir Samiti 
said, “The preparation is in 
full swing here at Kedarnath 
ahead of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s visit. PM 
Modi will offer prayers at 
Kedarnath tomorrow morn-
ing. The Prime minister will 
lay the foundation stone of 
various development proj-
ects here.”

He further said that tour-
ism has increased after the 

2013 landslides and flash 
floods disaster.

“After the disaster, there 
has been a substantial in-
crease in pilgrims. Recently, 
around 15 lakh people visited 
Kedarnath Dham. Because of 
the construction of roads, it 
will be very easy for devotees 
to ascent towards the shrine 
and descend back easily,” he 
said.

The Pradhan Pujari said 
that after the development 
and widening of roads, more 
people will visit the shrine.

“For almost two years, the 
temple was closed due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic, but 
after the temple was open, 
the number of devotees in-
creased.” he added.

TDG NETWORK
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AGRO-PROCESSING 

Riteish, Genelia in legal trouble 
over land allotment 

Bollywood actor Riteish 
Deshmukh has landed in 
controversy over the allot-
ment of a plot to his agro-
processing company in the 
Maharashtra Industrial 
Development Corporation 
(MIDC) area in Latur.

Latur District Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) president 
Gurunath Mage claimed that 
Deshmukh’s company, Desh 
Agro Private Limited, was 
allocated the land within 
three weeks of its formation 
and just ten days after the 
submission of the applica-
tion for the allotment of the 
same.

Riteish’s wife, Genelia 
Deshmukh, is a co-owner of 
the company.

According to MIDC rules, 
allotment of land is to be on 
a priority basis for projects 
being set up with a capital of 

more than Rs 20 crore.
The BJP leader said the 

land allotment requests of 
16 such projects whose capi-
tal investment is above Rs 
20 crore have been pending 
since 2019. Mage said Desh 
Agro, which was registered 
on 21 March 2021, had de-
manded an allotment of land 
in the month of April. “With-

in just 9 days, three plots of 
more than 2.5 lakh square 
metres were allocated to 
them together.”

“When 16 requests are 
pending since 2019, then 
how is the land allotted to 
Deshmukh’s company in a 
hurry within 10 days? There 
should be an inquiry into it.”

Mage claimed that the allot-
ment of the land was made at 
the rate of Rs 605 per square 
metre. The land was handed 
over to Desh Agro on 22 July, 
while the district cooperative 
bank gave it the first loan in-
stalment of Rs 61 crore on 27 
October, Mage said.

BJP Latur city vice-pres-
ident Pradeep More said 
that cooperative banks are 
formed to financially sup-
port businesses run on a 
cooperative basis. He alleged 
that the district coopera-
tive bank was controlled by 
former minister Diliprao 
Deshmukh.
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LEGISLATION 

TAMIL NADU TO BAN 
HOOKAH BARS 

The Tamil Nadu Assembly has 
passed legislation to outlaw 
hookah lounges in the state. 
On Wednesday, the state’s 
Health Minister, M Subrama-
nian, introduced the Bill in the 
Assembly, where it was passed 
unanimously.

The Bill stated that hookah 
bars have mushroomed on 
a large scale in Chennai city, 
causing severe health hazards 
as several restaurants allowed 
the conception of hookah in 
the smoking zones or areas 
under the pretext of providing 
service. At present, there is no 
law to regulate hookah bars in 
the state.

Minister M Subramanian 
introduced the bill amending 
the Cigarettes and Other To-
bacco Products (Prohibition of 
Advertisement and Regulation 
of Trade and Commerce, Pro-
duction, Supply and Distribu-
tion) Act, 2003 (Central Act 34 
of 2003) suitably in its applica-
tion to the State of Tamil Nadu.

The state government has 
decided to prohibit hookah 
bars and to provide a penalty 
of imprisonment of up to three 
years and a fine which may ex-
tend to fifty thousand rupees 
for any contravention.
This bill gives power to any 
police officer, but not below 
the rank of a Sub Inspector, 
to seize any material or article 
used as a means of hookah bar.
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TERROR CRACKDOWN 

LOCAL LANGUAGE 

Four PFI members arrested in 
Maharashtra’s Panvel

UP TO BEGIN TEACHING ENGINEERING, 
MEDICAL COURSES IN HINDI

The Maharashtra Anti-Ter-
rorism Squad (ATS) arrested 
four members of the banned 
outfit, Popular Front of India 
(PFI), from the Panvel area 
near Mumbai on Thursday.
According to Maharashtra 
ATS, the four arrested PFI 
members have been identi-
fied as Abdul Rahim Yakub 
Sayyad, Moiz Matin Patel, 
Mohamad Asif Khan, and 
Tanvir Hamid Khan. Abdul 
Rahim Yakub Sayyad is the 
secretary of PFI’s Panvel 
unit. The arrests were made 
around 4 a.m. on Thursday 
after receiving information of 
their meeting in Panvel.
The arrested persons were 

booked under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act 
1967. The case was registered 
at Kalachowki Police Station 
in Mumbai. Further investi-
gation is underway.

The Maharashtra ATS had 
earlier arrested 22 people in 
connection with one of the 
ongoing cases related to the 
PFI for allegedly carrying out 
unlawful activities.

It is pertinent to mention 
that the Central Government 
has recently imposed a five-
year ban on the Popular Front 
of India (PFI).

The Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) made the 
announcement through a 
recently issued notification 
declaring “the PFI and its as-
sociates or affiliates or fronts 

as an unlawful association 
with immediate effect”.

Alongwith PFI, the ban was 
also imposed on its fronts in-
cluding Rehab India Founda-
tion (RIF). Campus Front of 
India (CFI), All India Imams 
Council (AIIC), National Con-
federation of Human Rights 
Organization (NCHRO), Na-
tional Women’s Front, Junior 
Front, Empower India Foun-
dation and Rehab Founda-
tion, Kerala as an “unlawful 
association”.

As per the inputs received by 
both the National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) as well as the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED), 
“the PFI has been raising and 
collecting substantial funds 
from abroad in a well orga-
nized and structured manner”.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adiyanath on Thursday said 
the state will begin teaching medical and engineering courses in 
Hindi as well.

CM Yogi tweeted, “Some books of medical and engineering 
courses have been translated into Hindi. The students will be 
able to study those subjects in Hindi from the coming year.”

The announcement has been made days after Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah launched India’s first Hindi version of 
MBBS textbook in Bhopal on 16 October.

While addressing the event in Bhopal on Sunday, the Home 
Minister said, “Today is a very important day for the education 
sector of India. Whenever history is written in the coming days, 
this day will be written in golden letters. “

“Through the New Education Policy, PM Modi has given more 
emphasis to the mother tongue of students. This is a historic de-
cision. Now under Modi ji you can avail higher education in any 
language as per your comfort,” Shah said.

Madhya Pradesh is the country’s first state to start the MBBS 
course in the Hindi language. Initially, three subjects have been 
selected to be studied in Hindi, which include Anatomy, Physiol-
ogy, and Biochemistry.

A team of 97 experts has been working on the preparation of 
books for the last 232 days at Gandhi Medical College, Bhopal. 
They have been translating the books from English to Hindi.

Madhya Pradesh Medical Education Minister Vishwas Sarang 
said on Sunday that the decision will have a significant impact on 
the advancement of education in the Hindi medium.

Besides, several new line diagrams, tables, and text boxes have 
been added to make the information more memorable.
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IN BIHAR RECOGNITION

‘MUSLIMS DON’T WORSHIP GODDESS LAKSHMI, 
ARE THEY NOT...’ MLA SPARKS CONTROVERSY

INDIA’S DEFENCE SECTOR IS IN 
‘GOLDEN PERIOD’: RAJNATH SINGH
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Lalan Paswan, a Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) MLA from 
Bihar, sparked outrage by 
making bizarre statements 
about Hindu deities.

Paswan’s statement sparked 
an outrage. People held a 
protest at Shermari Bazar in 
Bhagalpur and burnt the ef-

figy of the BJP MLA. Paswan, 
who is an MLA from Pirpainti 
Assembly constituency in 
Bhagalpur district, raised 
questions about Hindu beliefs 
and argued with evidence to 
prove his stance.

He further raised questions 
about Lakshmi Puja on Di-
wali. Paswan said, “If we get 
wealth only by worshipping 
Goddess Lakshmi, then there 

would have been no billion-
aires and trillionaires among 
Muslims. Muslims do not 
worship Goddess Lakshmi, 
are they not rich? Muslims do 
not worship Goddess Saras-
wati. Are there no scholars 
among Muslims? Do not they 
become IAS or IPS?”

The BJP leader said every-
thing is a person’s belief. He 
said the affair of “Atma and 

Paramatma” is just a matter 
of people’s belief.

He said, “If you believe, then 
it is a goddess and if not then 
it is just a stone idol. It is up to 
us whether we believe in Gods 
and Goddesses or not. We 
have to think on a scientific 
basis to reach a logical con-
clusion. If you stop believing, 
then your intellectual capacity 
will increase.”

The current era is a “golden 
period” of the Indian defence 
sector, said Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh at DefExpo in 
Gandhinagar on Thursday.

Singh was speaking at “In-
vest for Defence”, an event 
organised during the 12th 
edition of DefExpo. The 
event has been added to the 

Defence Expo from this edi-
tion onwards. The event was 
organised to promote invest-
ment in the defence sector in 
the country by both the Indian 
industry and foreign original 
equipment manufacturers. It 
will also highlight the require-
ments of the armed forces and 
policy reforms undertaken by 
the government for ease of 
doing business in the defence 

sector.
“We have to create a healthy 

environment for our investors 
that will not only give them 
good returns but also give 
them recognition in domestic 
and global markets,” Singh 
said. To boost the domestic 
sector, the Minister said the 
government has allocated 
capital acquisition for defence 
procurement

TOP OF THE DAY

FOUR DEAD, SEVEN 
INJURED IN MORENA 
FACTORY EXPLOSION
MORENA: An explosion 
occurred at an illegal 
cracker factory in the 
Banmore police station 
area in the Morena district 
of Madhya Pradesh on 
Thursday, an official said. 
Morena district collector 
B. Karthikeyan said, “Four 
persons have died so far 
and seven persons have 
been critically injured. 
They are referred to Gwali-
or and Morena Hospital. 
One child who was buried 
under the debris has been 
rescued.” The reason for 
the blast was yet to be 
known, whether it was a 
firecracker, a gas cylinder 
or something else. The 
reason would be known 
after the FSL report. The 
rescue operation was on, 
the collector added.

TWO DEAD AFTER 
TIPPER TRUCK 
TOPPLES IN LADAKH
LEH: As many as two 
people died and ten others 
were injured after a Gener-
al Reserve Engineer Force 
(GREF) tipper truck toppled 
in the Sasoma-Saser La 
area of Ladakh on Wednes-
day while road construc-
tion work was underway, 
said defence officials on 
Thursday. The injured are 
being treated at a hospital. 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh expressed grief 
over the loss of lives in the 
tipper incident. “Extremely 
pained by the loss of pre-
cious lives due to the top-
pling of a GREF Tipper in 
the Sasoma-Saser La area 
of Ladakh. My thoughts are 
with the bereaved families. 
May the injured recover at 
the earliest,” Singh said in 
a tweet.

EARTHQUAKE OF 
MAGNITUDE 3.5 HITS 
GUJARAT
SURAT: An earthquake 
of magnitude 3.5 on the 
Richter Scale was felt in 
Gujarat’s Surat on Thurs-
day, informed the National 
Center for Seismology 
(NCS). According to the 
NCS, the movement of 
tectonic plates under 
the earth’s surface was 
felt around 10.26 am in 
61 kilometres Southeast 
of Surat. Notably, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
was also in his hometown 
and is scheduled to launch 
Mission LiFE in Kevadia.
The LiFE’s launch will 
take place after the Prime 
Minister’s bilateral meet-
ing with UN Secretary-
General, Antonio Guterres 
in Kevadia.

ASSAM POLICE 
ARRESTS 120 PUBLIC 
SERVANTS IN 
CORRUPTION CASES 
SINCE 2017
GUWAHATI: In its war 
against corruption, Assam 
Police has arrested 130 
people, including 120 
public servants, across the 
state in the last six years. 
According to the data of 
Assam Police, from 2017 
to October 19 this year, the 
Directorate of Vigilance 
and Anti-Corruption caught 
red-handed and arrested 
120 public servants and 10 
middlemen while they were 
taking bribes at different 
government offices across 
the state. Special Director 
General of Police (DGP), 
Assam GP Singh said that 
during the period a total 
of 107 cases have been 
registered and 130 persons 
arrested.



perspective
GLOBAL COOPERATION

GUTERRES’ REMARKS A 
MESSAGE FOR CHINA ON 
TERRORISM, UN SHOULD 
ALSO SHUN LAXITY

ANGRY OUTBURSTS

Being a popular actor or a ce-
lebrity comes at a cost. There 
are no private moments at 
public places, the gaze of 
fans and paparazzi is always 
on you. The celebrity-crazy 
media keeps hounding you 
at all hours of the day. But 
then, most celebrities accept 
it with humour and as a part 
of life. They may hide their 
faces, duck behind a pillar 
and even make a run for it 
when confronted by fans 
aiming their cameras or mo-
bile phones at them.

But being Jaya Bachchan is 
different. The once-popular 
actor who made a place in 
viewers’ hearts through 
the 1970s and later in a few 
blockbusters as well, is often 
in the news for her angry 
outbursts at the media and 
fans. She has been in active 
politics since 2004 as a Ra-
jya Sabha member of Sama-
jwadi Party. She is a bitter 
critic of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and the 
ruling party’s policies. Social 
media is replete with videos 
of Jaya Bachchan’s angry ex-

pressions and rude reactions 
with the media and fans. Her 
anger and belligerence at the 
media or any other public fo-
rum have been well-known 
over the years. Her reac-
tion at being photographed 
while she is out in public 
places has always been criti-
cal and angry. People have 
remarked that she is hardly 
seen smiling when moving 
in public places. Film fans 
have pointed out that other 
actors of her age, like Asha 
Parekh, Sharmila Tagore, 
Tanuja and others, appear 
smiling and friendly when 
out in public places.

Belligerent 
reaction
The most recent incident of 
her belligerent reaction at be-
ing confronted by paparazzi 
is from 16 October when she 
attended the Lakme Fashion 
Week in Mumbai with her 
granddaughter Navya Na-
veli Nanda. In a video that 
became viral, the actor was 
seen walking inside the ven-
ue with Navya when a pho-
tographer stumbled while 
clicking their pictures. On 
seeing this, Jaya Bachchan 
is heard saying: “Serves you 
right... I hope you double up 
and fall.” Most users who 
shared the video on social 
media wondered why Jaya 
Bachchan was always angry.

Also in October, Jaya Bach-
chan and son Abhishek 
Bachchan were seen in a vid-

eo in Bhopal, surrounded by 
fans who try to click a photo 
with the actor. In the clip, 
Jaya is seen shouting at the 
fans, “What are you doing? 
The people of Bhopal must 
have some decency...don’t 
you have any shame?”

Some earlier instances of 
her angry reaction as shared 
in videos on social media are:

16 March 2022: Jaya Bach-
chan attended her daughter 
Shweta Bachchan Nanda’s 
birthday party. While sit-
ting in a car, she lashed out 
at the paparazzi for clicking 
her pictures. 

20 December 2021: Jaya 
Bachchan had an angry 
outburst in the Rajya Sabha 
while discussing the Narcot-
ics Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (Amendment) 
Bill. The apparent trigger 
was when a member ques-
tioned her about the sum-
mons sent to her daugh-
ter-in-law Aishwarya Rai 
Bachchan in the Panama 
Papers leak case by the En-

forcement Directorate. In 
her reaction, she let out a 
curse on the ruling party by 
saying: “Your bad days will 
be here soon… I curse you.” 
At that time, her behaviour 
was criticised by people and 
on the social media as “un-
becoming” for a seasoned 
politician and a woman of 
her prominence.

6 September 2020: When 
coming out of a party in 
Mumbai, she had taken of-
fence to a journalist called 
her daughter-in-law Aish-
warya Rai Bachchan by 
her first name. “Aishwarya 
kya hota hai (What is Aish-
warya)? Is she your school 
friend,” she asked the jour-
nalist. 

September 2017: While 
coming out of a Ganesh Puja 
in Mumbai, she angrily told 
a fan who tried to take a selfie 
with her: “Don’t do that, stu-
pid.”

March 2014: When the 
entire Bachchan family had 
stepped out to cast their 

votes. “How are you behav-
ing like wild animals?” she 
angrily remarked looking 
at the photographers. Also 
in 2014, she was clicked 
having a spat with a media 
person and telling them: “Is 
this a place to click a picture? 
Don’t act smart with me.”

earliest episode
The earliest such instance 
is reported in from 1972 
when on the sets of the film 
Baawarchi, she had repri-
manded the then superstar 
Rajesh Khanna when he 
had advised her to stay away 
from Amitabh Bachchan 
who was struggling to make 
a place for himself, and ap-
peared to suggest that Am-
itabh did not seem to have 
a future in the industry. An 
angry Jaya retorted that the 
man he is talking down to 
will one day run the film 
industry. In fact, there have 
been instances–pointed out 
on social media–when her 
outrage has been selective 
at remarks made by her 
own party leaders. She was 
seen breaking down during 
a silent march held for the 
Nirbhaya gang-rape victim 
and expressing her condo-
lences to the victim`s family, 
but she had remained quiet 
when it came to speaking 
against the founder-patron 
of her own party Mulayam 
Singh Yadav’s comment 
during the Shakti Mills rape 
case where he said ‘ladke hai, 

ladko se galtiyan ho jaati hai.’ 
She had also kept quiet when 
her then party colleague, co-
actor and fellow MP Jaya 
Prada was targeted by Sama-
jwadi Party leader with sex-
ist comments. Also, she had 
been vocal in criticising MP 
Ravi Kishan when the latter 
had raised the issue of drug 
abuse in the film industry.

It is remarkable that in her 
earlier popular films, she 
generally played a docile, 
soft-hearted, soft-spoken 
character prone to making 
sacrifices or suffering in si-
lence. In contrast, her pub-
lic appearances in the last 
so many years have been 
marked by her losing her cool 
quite frequently, rudeness 
and general belligerence. 
This has led fans to wonder 
what lies behind this. Is it 
her personality that she does 
not like the media and fans 
hounding her? Or is it her op-
position to the current politi-
cal dispensation that reflects 
in her public appearances? 
Seeing her husband Amitabh 
Bachchan’s behaviour (on-
screen) in a popular TV show 
currently being telecast, and 
his immense popularity, the 
contrast is all the starker. 
Could this be connected? 
Behaviour experts might be 
better equipped to give an 
opinion on this.
The author is a prominent col-
umnist and TV commentator. He 
has worked as Editor of several 
national dailies.

Why is Jaya Bachchan always so angry?
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In recent years, the United 
Nations, top journalists 
and academics have been 

pushing harder for trillions 
of dollars to be transferred 
from rich to poor countries. 
This is to help compensate 
for vast colonialism, racism 
and ongoing exploitation of 
the poor and insufficient de-
velopment. Even centuries 
of industrialization in the 
North are chiefly blamed 
on the wealthy countries for 
much of the climate change 
catastrophe. But is such an 
approach “pie in the sky”? 
Or would such transfers be 
real justice served finally 
against imperialism and neo-
imperialism?

Michelle Bachelet, head of 
the UN Human Rights Com-
mission, strongly brought 

the issue of reparations to 
the fore in 2021. She even 
expressly stated that it had 
to go beyond transferring 
money from past colonial 
powers and rich countries 
including the fight against 
racism intertwined with 
poverty. Meanwhile on this, 
a lead Indian MP and former 
UN under secretary-general, 
Dr Shashi Tharoor, spoke at 
the Oxford Union. “Indians’ 
share of the world economy 
when Britain arrived on its 
shores was 23%” He added, 
“By the time the British left, 
it was down to 4%”

Jason Hickel writing for 
the Guardian (UK) titled his 
opinion piece, “How Britain 
stole 45 trillion dollars from 
India”. The professor, Fellow 
of the Royal Society of Arts 
was referencing a brilliant 
essay put out by Colombia 
University Press, authored 
by Utsa Patnaik. More broad-
ly speaking and currently, a 
March 2022 paper published 
by Global Environment 
Change estimates that 10 tril-
lion dollars is drained from 
the South each year. Hickel 
also wrote in the Guardian 

that “The flow of money 
from rich countries to poor 
countries pales in compari-
son to the flow that runs in 
the other direction.” Yet, 
before even formal colonial-
ism and forerunners of the 
modern multinational, some 
of the mercantilism from the 
North was highly question-
able. The Dutch East Indies 
company, for instance, com-
mitted genocide against lo-
cal island populations in the 
eastern part of Indonesia. All 
done so to monopolize trade 
in precious spices, including 
clove. The late, well-known 
Canadian environmentalist, 
Farley Mowat, in his book 
“Sea of Slaughter” docu-
ments the ravenous killing 
of much marine life in the 
Gulf of Saint Lawrence in 
Canada even in the early 
European settlement period. 
To grab fishing resources in 
Newfoundland, European 
settlers displaced the Beo-
thuk aboriginal people from 
their main food source. So 
marginalized were these 
natives that the last of them 
died some decades ago. What 
is common in these stories is 
the devastation or marginal-
ization of local populations 
and mostly non-whites. And 
there was a level of extraction 
that vastly benefitted the co-
lonial “mother” countries, 
but left those under imperial 
or neo-imperial tutelage with 
much less. If we were to strip 
away all this colonial wealth, 
what would be left of so many 
western metropoles?

However, famed scholar 
Nial Ferguson in a Harvard 
Magazine article was de-
scribed as seeing the British 
empire, overall, as a success-
ful enterprise, worth imitat-
ing by the US. Further, such 
thinking seems not to sup-
port reparations. And, a 2017 
LA Times article stated that 
over 20% of the US federal 
budget goes to aid. So, with 
an already huge allocation, 
why should more be given 
along with substantial aid 
from Europe and even Japan? 
In the same article, it stated, 
“Critics, on the other hand, 
point to fraud and the misuse 
of aid, inadequate tracking of 
provisions, and the prospect 
of nations becoming depen-
dent on US handouts.”

If most countries receiving 
aid, rate high or moderately 
high on corruption in Trans-
parency International’s index 
or rate as authoritarian to be-
ing quite flawed democracies, 
how will giving them trillions 
of dollars necessarily help 
transform them to be more 
just and better developed 
societies? Might the drain 
be more of western taxpay-
ers without enough benefit to 
the true needy? A lose, lose 
approach?

Yet nevertheless, provid-
ing reparations remains a 
fundamentally plausible 
goal. Israel was paid by 
Germany for the horrible 
Holocaust perpetuated on 
the Jewish people. For me 
what colonial (and subse-
quent powers) committed 

on Black slaves, aboriginal 
peoples, indentured Indians 
and Irish or others deserves 
serious consideration. The 
Opium Wars in China where 
the British pressed away with 
turning millions of Chinese 
into opium addicts to get at 
Chinese gold is a story not 
told enough. 

In sum, despite advanced 
scientific, technological and 
to some degree major prog-
ress in business manage-
ment, the West and Japan 
have shown extraordinary 
levels of mass ruthlessness 
against the weak. It has been 
at times brutal materialism 
and mercantilism exposed 
by people like Franz Fanon 
in his seminal book, “The 
Wretched of the Earth”. It is 
now time for the West and 
even Japan to start paying 
significant reparations over 
the next centuries. Yes, bil-
lions already paid out in 
development aid that were 
not simply schemes to en-
rich westerners could be de-
ducted. Western banks and 
industries with clearly docu-
mented history of exploita-
tion of slaves and colonies 
would need to contribute. 
Recently, Barclay’s Bank’s 
hand in exploiting slavery 
was well-documented.

However, authorities of the 
South must not forget about 
misuse and mistargeting of 
development funds in the 
past. Corruption indexes, 
while I argue are western 
biased, remind us that large 
shifting of money to certain 

places and governments have 
their risks. So, any repatria-
tion fund or funds needs to 
be both well structured, and 
managed and audited. And 
the funds would include 
compensation for the vast 
damage by the West (and Ja-
pan) to climate change over 
the industrial period. A real 
quandary is where the West 
would find the money? Af-
ter all, much of it is fiscally 
“bankrupt” or on that road 
to being so and facing high 
inflation. Therefore, I suggest 
a 100-year time horizon over 
which this assistance would 
be provided. The question of 
repatriations for colonial ex-
ploitation, slavery and other 
mass inhumane behaviour 
cannot be swept under the 
carpet anymore. It is essential 
for most of the West and Ja-
pan to really pay up this time. 

The South may one day 
even demand it with more 
geopolitical and military 
clout. As recent noises indi-
cate as climate change wors-
ens, hunger accelerates and 
the wealthier get wealthier 
and the poor get poorer such 
reparations along with key 
structural changes in global 
power sharing might even 
make a real difference. And 
even stave off global collapse, 
one day for everyone.
Peter Dash is an educator having 
worked mostly in Asia for the last 
23 years. He has freelanced for 
major newspapers and was an 
associate at Harvard Univer-
sity’s Center for International 
affairs.

West must pay reparations 
for colonial exploitation
The question of repatriations for colonial exploitation, slavery and other 
mass inhumane behaviour cannot be swept under the carpet anymore. It 
is essential for most of the West and Japan to really pay up this time.

SERIOUS PAY UP TIME

opinion
PETER DASH

After paying floral tributes to martyrs of the 26/11 
terror attacks in Mumbai at Taj hotel, United Na-
tions Secretary General (UNSG) Antonio Guterres 
on Wednesday said fighting terrorism must be a 
global priority. He also said no cause can justify ter-
rorism of any kind. The UN chief further remarked, 
“Terrorism is absolute evil and has no place in to-
day’s world. No cause and no incident can justify 
terrorism.” The UN Chief’s observations regarding 
terrorism came at a time when China once again 
blocked the US-India joint proposal seeking black-
listing of Pakistan based terrorists of Lashkar-e-
Tayyaba (LeT) at the UN. Significantly, the UN chief 
made these remarks while paying tributes to 166 
people who were killed in the attacks carried out 
by the terrorists of LeT in Mumbai. And shame-
fully, China has come to the rescue of terrorists of 
this very terror outfit at the United Nations. So, 
Guterres’ statement saying that fighting terrorism 
must be a global priority can be seen as a clear-cut 
message for China. During an interview with a news 
channel, on a specific question about China hurdle 
of this kind at UN, Guterres called for more inter-
national cooperation to fight terrorism. “The world 
needs more international cooperation in the fight 
against terrorism and it cannot accept the geopoliti-
cal divides to compartmentalise the issue of terror-
ism.” These observations from the UNSG were also 
a categorical message for Beijing. What is more sig-
nificant is that the UNSG made these remarks while 
visiting India. This augurs well for India’s current 
diplomatic campaign as part of which New Delhi is 
trying to reach out to the global community to im-
press upon it that China is weakening the UN sanc-
tions regime with its double standard on terrorism. 
The point that India must also emphasise on is that 
Chinese role in UNSC must be reviewed given its 

misconduct in terms of protecting terrorists from its 
all-weather friend Pakistan. There is no dearth of 
instances that bring to the fore China’s unprincipled 
and immoral behaviour at the United Nations. Over 
the past few months, Beijing has blocked several 
proposals to blacklist Pakistan-based terrorists at 
UN. The international community must take note of 
the same and come heavily down on Beijing, asking 
it to mend its ways.

At the same time, what is also needed is that the 
UN should shun lackadaisical approach on the is-
sue of terrorism. What is worth recalling in this 
context is that at a UNSC session on “Threats to in-
ternational peace and security caused by terrorist 
acts” some time back, the Secretary General’s report 
focussed only on ISIS’s or Daesh’s activities. To utter 
disappointment of New Delhi, there was no men-
tion of the Pak-based terrorist groups operating in 
India in that report. Indian envoy to UN Ruchira 
Kamboj then severely criticised this “lackadaisical” 
approach of the UN on the issue of terrorism. She 
even went to the extent of saying that ‘the credibil-
ity of the UN sanctions regime is at an all-time low.’ 
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar must have 
used his meeting with the UN Chief in Gujarat on 
Wednesday to underline that this kind of silence 
on the part of UN over Pak-based terror groups is 
also objectionable and that such attitude cannot 
strengthen the comprehensive fight against terror-
ism.

India must continue to highlight its concern over 
the fact that the double standards and continuing 
politicisation of the sanctions committee have been 
responsible for the ineffective performance of the 
UN sanctions regime. That the practice of placing 
holds and blocks on listing requests without giv-
ing any justification must end is India’s message for 
China that the global community and the UN must 
also highlight. What is a welcome move is that Jais-
hankar raised China’s attempt to protect Pak-based 
terrorists at UN, stressing on the need to ensure that 
it does not repeat the same conduct in future. There 
should be a comprehensive plan on which the en-
tire global community must work sincerely to make 
sure that China removes the roadblocks in future. It 
was in the wake of massive global pressure that Chi-
na had decided to support a UN measure to sanction 
JeM chief Masood Azhar. Beijing continued to op-
pose any such proposal for around a decade. But the 
global pressure on China can yield positive results 
in terms of blacklisting terrorists at UN.

T. Brajesh

ratan Mani lal

File photo of Samajwadi Party MP Jaya Bachchan speaking in 
Rajya Sabha during the Winter Session of Parliament, in New 
Delhi, on 14 December 2021. ANI

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
addressing on India @75: UN-India Partnership: 
Strengthening South-South Cooperation, at IIT Bombay, 
in Mumbai on 19 October. ANI
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Although the targeted 
killing of Kashmiri 
Pandits over the past 

few months has evoked an-
ger in civil society, it mani-
fests the deep societal divide 
between the communities in 
the predominantly Muslim 
Kashmir Valley. This new 
wave of attacks mainly tar-
geting Hindu migrant work-
ers and Kashmiri Pandits 
started after the abrogation 
of Article 370 in 2019. The 
terrorists have so far killed 
more than half a dozen Pan-
dits, who had chosen to stay 
in Kashmir against all odds. 
It began last year with the 
killing of prominent busi-
nessman M L Bindroo who 
was shot at his medical store 
in Srinagar in October.

On May 12 this year, terror-
ists shot Rahul Bhat inside 
the revenue office where 
he worked in Budgam. On 
August 18, militants killed 
Sunil Kumar and injured 
Paitamber Kumar inside an 
orchard in the Chotipora 
village of Shopian. The 
48-year-old Puran Krishan 
Bhat, who owned an apple 
orchard in the Shopian dis-
trict was attacked just out-
side his home. Earlier Ajay 
Bharti an elected Corpora-
tor in Anantnag and another 
elected town area chairman 
of TRAL Ajay Pandita  were 
gunned down.

There is an empathy of 
Muslim neighbours but 
the volatile turbulence and 

continuous killings of Kash-
miri’s including Pandits and 
outsiders labourers continue 
unabated as a matter of ter-
rorists strategy.

The new breed of terror-
ists are mostly locals, who 
have been radicalized. The 
question is, why Kashmiri 
Pandits are targets? Because 
they are the real bulwark 
against the radicalization 
of Kashmir and represent 
the revival of the plural rich 
Kashmiri ethos and culture. 

Kashmiri Pandits have 
an existential stake in the 
Valley. They have to be 
physically present on the 
soil of the Kashmir Valley 
as living components and 
stakeholders and day-to-
day participants in the socio-
economic, political, cultural 
and spiritual ethos. They 
represent Kashmir, which 
was considered the abode of 
Saraswati, the highest seat 
of learning in India and was 
also Sharda Peeth. So much 
so that students graduating 
from Kashi would take four 
symbolic steps towards 
Kashmir, denoting their 
aspiration for higher learn-
ing. Almost the entire body 
of Sanskrit literature has its 
origins in Kashmir.

Rajatarangini, an authori-
tative historical tome on the 
royal lineage of Kashmir, 
written by Kalhana in the 
12th century, outlines the 
greatness of Kashmiri Pan-
dit King Lalitaditya, possibly 

the most powerful Indian 
emperor of all times, whose 
kingdom in the 8th century 
extended from the Caspian 
Sea in the north to the Ka-
veri basin in the south, and 
included Assam in the east. 
Kashmiri Pandits draw lin-
age from Sarangadeva con-
sidered the father of both 
Hindustani and Carnatic 
music and Acharya Abhi-
nav Gupta, one of the great-
est scholars of all times, who 
wrote 46 literary classics, 
including the renowned Ab-
hinav Bharti. His principles 
of RAS are being taught in 
80 universities around the 
world. 

Rediscovering roots 
Three decades after living 

in exile when the commu-
nity was slowly and steadily 
coming to terms and many 
in the new generation had 
started unearthing and re-
discovering their roots in 
the targeted killings have 
derailed their plans to their 
shock. In 1989-90, when 
the anti-India insurgency 
was just beginning, several 
Pandits in Srinagar and 
other towns in Kashmir 
were killed by militants. It 
triggered an exodus of tens 
of thousands of Pandits from 
the valley to Jammu and 
other parts of India.

But post-2010, societal re-
lations between Kashmiri 
Pandits and Kashmiri Mus-
lims had started rebuilding, 
thanks to the efforts of many 
people including this writer. 
This helped the appoint-
ment of 4,500 Kashmiri 
Pandit employees being de-
ployed in Kashmir of whom 
around 1,100 live in transit 
accommodations and the 
rest in rented spaces. Some 
of them had started invest-
ing in the reconstruction of 
their homes on the lands 

they own.
The government says that 

major terror groups, with 
their masterminds sitting 
across the border, are wor-
ried over the sea change that 
has come in the situation in 
the Valley. Despite protests 
and demands, by Pandit 
employees, the Centre has 
decided not to allow the 
mass transfer or relocation 
of these employees from the 
Valley to the Jammu division. 

Contrary to the claims of 
the authorities, the ground 
situation in Kashmir is very 
grim. The infiltration has 
neither come down nor have 
authorities succeeded to stop 
the targeted killings. The 
Pandits are sandwiched be-
tween the so-called national 
interests of two rival states, 
one of which claims to be the 
world’s largest democracy. 
While the iron-fisted policy 
of the Centre has brought 
the number of militant at-

tacks on the security forces 
down and the frequency of 
bands and stone-pelting has 
stopped, it has not brought 
any difference to Kashmiri 
Pandits, who again became 
soft targets. It is significant 
to mention that after 2003, 
the killing and targeting 
of Kashmiri Pandits had 
largely stopped, because of 
the engagement and build-
ing of societal relations. 

Kashmiri Pandit repre-
sents the history 

Let the terrorists and their 
supporters in Kashmir re-
alise that anhelation of the 
Pandit community means 
your destroying your ex-
istence, as they represent 
the link to their history. No 
community or nation can ex-
ist without its history. They 
need to understand that 
Kashmiris, irrespective of 
religion, comprise a shared 
culture and society.

It is hoped that the central 

government shall revisit its 
J&K policy by demonstrat-
ing political will and large-
heartedness in dealing with 
the Kashmir situation. There 
is a need to attend to societal 
relations along with find-
ing ways to rehabilitate and 
provide security to Kashmiri 
Pandits in their homeland. 

To quote what former 
Prime Minister IK Gujral 
once said: “For the illustri-
ous Kashmiri Pandit com-
munity, which has contrib-
uted a great deal in shaping 
the nation building a demo-
cratic, progressive and secu-
lar India, if the coffers of the 
country are to be emptied for 
them, it would still be a small 
price to pay.”

There is a need to start a 
structured dialogue with 
Pandits, for designing a 
comprehensive, time-bound 
package for return and re-
habilitation in three smart 
cities. It shall not take more 

than two to three years for 
its implementation.

It would be in the inter-
ests of Justice to constitute 
an SIT under a retired Su-
preme Court judge to go 
into the killings in Kashmir 
and expose the communal 
cleansing. 

The extremists have sought 
to project the conflict in 
Kashmir as a religious one. 
Islamist militants, for in-
stance, supposedly target 
Pandits because they view 
the community as loyal to In-
dia, by virtue of their being 
Hindu. This mentality can 
be defeated only by promot-
ing and reviving composite 
Kashmiri culture through a 
series of elaborate steps. 

The subject of Jammu & 
Kashmir has become envel-
oped in a dense opacity with 
layer upon layer of distor-
tions of history,self-serving 
myths and competing po-
litical interests.Peeling off 

these layers by revisiting 
history,without prejudice on 
the real issues involved,can 
only help in our search for 
a brighter tomorrow for 
Jammu & Kashmir.

It’s is therefore advisable 
the JK policy shall coor-
dinate between what the 
Country persues as domestic 
policy qua J & K as Govern-
ment of India on one hand 
and the treatment of Jam-
mu & Kashmir as an issue 
in Indo-Pak relations and 
in India”s foreign policy 
in general .A coherent and 
effective policy on Jammu 
& Kashmir must bring all 
these components together 
in an internally consistent 
manner.

Exiled natives are longing 
to return home and await-
ing for accomplishment of 
the PM’s promises on this 
issue.The local bodies & 
DDC elections are over and 
huge people’s participa-
tion especially the women 
and youth can be a game 
changer and people have 
preferred democracy,peace 
and development as fu-
ture way forward than 
separatism,despondency 
and militancy.Exiled Natives 
are expecting the next agen-
da with Modi:2 hopefully is 
and would be repatriation 
and return of the aborigines 
Kashmiri Pandits.

There is also a question, 
of whether settling Kash-
miri Pandits into separate 
regions devoid of interaction 
with Muslims will secure 
them. If the government is 
keen to safeguard Pandits, it 
is not possible without tak-
ing local peace-loving Mus-
lims into confidence. The 
local Muslims also need to 
shield their Kashmiri Pan-
dit brethren against blood-
thirsty terrorists.

IN DEPTH ANALYSIS

TARGETED KILLING OF PANDITS SHOWS THE 
SOCIETAL DIVIDE IN KASHMIR 

analysis
ASHOK BHAN

The Supreme Court in the case 
Delhi Jal Board vs Nirmala Devi 
observed and stated that the quali-
fication prevailing on the date of 
applying for compassionate ap-
pointment is to be considered and 
not the date on which the applica-
tion made for compassionate ap-
pointment is considered.

In the present case, it had been di-
rected by the Central Administra-
tive Tribunal to the Delhi Jal Board 
for considering the candidature of 
an applicant for the post of Lower 
Division Clerk (LDC). The writ pe-
tition filled by the Board was dis-
missed by the High Court of Delhi, 
wherein challenging this order of 
CAT and therefore it approached 
the Apex Court.

It was contended before the 
bench of Apex Court that the sub-
sequent acquiring of the qualifica-
tion for the post of LDC cannot be 
considered and the said qualifica-
tion prevailing when the applica-
tion for compassionate appoint-
ment was made and the same is 
required to be considered. On the 
other hand, it was contended by 
the respondent that the relevant 
date for considering the education-
al qualification shall be the date on 
which the application for compas-
sionate appointment was consid-
ered and not the date on which the 
application for compassionate ap-
pointment was being made.

Further, the court noted that 

when the application for com-
passionate appointment was 
made, she was not graduate and 
the requisite qualification for ap-
pointment on the post of LDC was 
Graduation.

While allowing the appeal, the 
bench observed that once the ap-
plication for compassionate ap-
pointment is made, the qualifica-
tion which the applicant possess 

on the date of application is to be 
considered. Thus, the submissions 
made on behalf of the respondent 
that for compassionate appoint-
ments, only the bar with respect 
to age shall be applicable and not 
with respect to educational quali-
fication cannot be accepted. How-
ever, the compassionate appoint-
ment is required to be made on the 
post considering the educational 

qualification of the applicant on 
the date of application/dependant 
of the deceased employee. While 
considering the facts and circum-
stances of the case, it is rightly ap-
pointed by the department that the 
respondent’s daughter on the post 
of Assistant Meter Reader consid-
ering her qualification at the time 
of making the application for the 
compassionate appointment.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Qualification Prevailing 
On The Date Of Applying Compassionate 
Appointment Is To Be Considered
TDG NETWORK 

The National Company Law Tribunal in 
the case ICICI Bank v. M/s Tripati Inks Ltd, 
the principal bench comprising of Justice 
Ramalingam Sudhakar and Mr. Avinash 
Srivastava expressed it displeasure upon 
the practise of Resolution/ Liquidators for 
filing bulky applications even for trivial mat-
ters such as extension of liquidation period.

In the present case, the bench was adjudi-
cating an application for extension of time 
moved by the liquidator of M/s Tirupati 
Inks Ltd. & Ors and was shocked to discover 
that the application filled ran into 122 pages.

While looking at the lengthy pleading, it 
was observed by the bench that the number 
of paragraphs in the application can be re-
duced by making concise statement and the 
pages should not be wasted unnecessarily.

Though the application was allowed by 
the NCLT based on its merits but directed 
the counsel for liquidator to make brief 
submission instead of filing a 122 pages 
application however it had directed to for-
ward the copy of the order to Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) to 
ensure that the paper should not be wasted 
by Resolution Professional and liquidator 
in trivial matters.

IN COURT

NCLT DEPRECIATED FILING 
OF BULKY APPLICATIONS BY 
RESOLUTION PROFESSIONALS 
& LIQUIDATOR

TDG NETWORK 
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The Supreme Court in 
the case Jaycee Hous-
ing Pvt. Ltd. vs Reg-

istrar (General), it has been 
observed by the Orissa High 
Court and has stated that 
Commercial Courts which 
are subordinate to the rank 
of the Principal Civil Judge 
in the District has no such 
jurisdiction to hear applica-
tions or appeals under Ar-
bitration and Conciliation 
Act,1996.

The bench comprising of 
Justice MR Shah and Justice 
Krishna Murari observed 
and has rejected the conten-
tion that all applications or 
appeals arising out of arbi-
tration (other than that of 
arising of the international 
commercial arbitration) 
shall only lie before the Prin-
cipal Civil Court of the dis-
trict.

In the present case, it was 
upheld by the court that the 
judgement delivered by the 
Orissa High Court and the 
notification issued by the 
State of Odisha for confer-
ring jurisdiction upon the 
court of learned Civil Judge 
(Senior Division) designated 
as Commercial Court for 
deciding the applications or 
appeals arising out of arbi-
tration.

Before the High Court, it 

was contended in the writ 
petition that under Section 
2(1)(e) of the Arbitration Act, 
1996, only the Principal Civil 
Court of original jurisdic-
tion in a district (the Court 
of Principal District Judge) 
shall be the “Court” for the 
purpose of deciding the 
disputes stated under the 
Arbitration Act, 1996 and 
in the cases of an arbitra-
tion it does not include any 
Civil Court of a grade being 
inferior to such Principal 
District Judge. It was stated 
that according to them, for 
conferring the jurisdiction 
upon the Court of Civil Judge 
(Senior Division) to exercise 
the powers stated under 
the Commercial Courts Act 
including the proceedings 
under the Arbitration Act, 
1996 would be contrary to 
Section 2(1)(e) of the Arbi-
tration Act, 1996, which is 
under the Special Act. They 
approached the Apex Court, 
as the High Court dismissed 
the writ petition.

The Apex Court bench 
observed while dismissing 
the appeal that if the sub-
mission made on behalf of 
the appellants that all ap-
plications/appeals arising 
out of arbitration under 
the provisions of Act, 1996, 
other than the international 
commercial arbitration, in 
that case, shall lie before 

the principal civil Court of a 
district, not only the Objects 
and Reasons of enactment 
of Act, 2015 and establish-
ment of commercial courts 
shall be frustrated, even Sec-
tion 3, Section 10 & Section 
15 shall become otiose and 
nugatory. Thus, if the sub-
mission on behalf of the ap-
pellants is accepted, in that 
case, though with respect to 
other commercial disputes, 
the applications or appeals 
shall lie before the commer-
cial courts established and 
constituted under Section 
3 of Act, 2015, with respect 
to arbitration proceedings, 
the applications or appeals 
shall lie before the principal 
civil Court of a district. How-
ever, there cannot be two 
fora with respect to different 
commercial disputes.”, the 
Apex Court bench observed 
while dismissing the appeal.

Accordingly, the court held 
that all appeals or applica-
tions arising out of arbitra-
tion under the provisions of 
Act, 1996, other than that of 
international commercial 
arbitration, shall be filed 
in and heard and be dis-
posed of by the Commercial 
Courts, wherein the court 
exercising the territorial ju-
risdiction over such arbitra-
tion where such commercial 
courts have been constitut-
ed.

Supreme Court: Designated Commercial Courts 
Subordinate To Rank Of Principle Civil Judge In The District 
Can Hear Appeals/Application Under Arbitration Act

IN COURT

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case S Ramachandra Rao vs 
S Nagabhushana Rao, the 
bench comprising of Justice 
Dinesh Maheshwari and 
Justice Aniruddha Bose ob-
served and has stated that 
Section 32 Of the Advocates 
Act, 1961 does not create a 
bar for a General Power of 
Attorney holder for appear-
ing on behalf of a plaintiff 
and simply because the GPA 
was enrolled as an advocate.  

In the present case, the 
main issue arose in a par-
tition suit concerning the 
capacity in which the plain-
tiff ’s wife, who being the 
General Power of Attorney 
holder and also being en-
rolled as an advocate and 
she could appear and act 
on behalf of her husband in 
the said civil proceedings. 
Thus, it was held by the 
Trial Court and the Andhra 
Pradesh High Court that 
merely for the wife of the 
plaintiff being an advocate 
and for her, there was no 
prohibition in law to act on 
behalf of her husband as a 
GPA holder but, it was made 
clear that the wife would ap-
pear in-person as a power 
agent of her husband and 
not in her professional ca-
pacity of being an advocate. 
However, it was held by the 
High Court that in view of 
a decision taken by the Di-
vision Bench of the same 
High Court, the same was 
not permissible for a GPA 
holder for participating in 
the proceedings. Before the 
Apex Court, the High Court 
order was challenged.

It was argued by the Re-
spondent that Section 32 
of the Advocates Act, 1961, 

barred the advocates from 
seeking permission of the 
Court and that the said pro-
vision entitled only the non-
advocates can seek such per-
mission to plead on behalf 
of any party. It is provided 
under Section 32 of the Act, 
that – “any court, person, or 
authority may permit any 
person, not being enrolled 
as an advocate under this 
Act, for appearing before 
it or him in any particular 
case.”

However, it was remarked 
by the bench that the court 
are unable to appreciate the 
contention suggesting that 
the said Section 32 of the Act, 
creates a bar for the wife of 
the appellant for seeking 
permission of the Court 
to appear on behalf of her 
husband in her capacity as 
GPA holder because of wife 
being an enrolled advocate. 
Thus, the enabling provi-

sion of Section 32 of the Act 
of 1961, whereby any Court, 
authority or person may 
permit any non-advocate 
to appear before it or him 
in any particular case is dif-
ficult to be read as creating 
a corresponding bar in giv-
ing of such permission to a 
GPA holder of a party to rep-
resent that party as such, if 
the said GPA holder, during 
pendency of the proceed-
ings in the Court and has get 
enrolled as an advocate.

Further, the court stated 
that there no statutory pro-
hibition operating in such 
situation like that of present 
case, for which the exist-
ing GPA holder of a party 
could not be given permis-
sion to appear only as the 
GPA holder and even if he/
she had been enrolled as an 
advocate.

Adding to it, the court 
stated while considering the 

facts and circumstances of 
the case, where the only for-
tuitous event had been that 
wife of the appellant, who 
was already being acting as 
his General Power of Attor-
ney holder, latterly, took the 
degree in law and got herself 
enrolled as an advocate and 
in the previous round of 
proceedings, the High Court 
had cautiously balanced the 
requirements of law, par-
ticularly the requirements 
of Civil Procedure Code, the 
Civil Rules of Practice in 
the State, and the Advocate 
Act of 1961 as also the rules 
being made under the Ad-
vocate Act of 1961 by specifi-
cally providing that wife of 
the appellant shall appear 
only as his GPA holder and 
not as an advocate.

Accordingly, the court al-
lowed the wife to appear on 
behalf of the plaintiff as a 
GPA holder

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Power Of attorney 
Holder Can Continue To Represent Part 
Even If She Gets Enrolled As Advocate 
meanwhile, Sec 32 Advocates Act No Bar
TDG NETWORK 

Union Minister of Commerce and In-
dustry, Consumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution and Textiles, Shri 
Piyush Goyal has said that the world 
today is looking at India with great con-
fidence. This trust has developed after 
8 years of painstakingly building up 
India’s story. Structural reforms have 
been the core agenda of the government, 
helping us to lay the building blocks for 
the future. He was addressing CII’s 3rd 
Edition of Exports Summit today. 

Goyal noted that India’s billion plus 
population is the boon for the country 
as it attracts a lot of companies, brings 
economies of scale and opportunities 
for the country. Shri Goyal said India 
must make quality our brand and must 
strive to ensure that India is associated 
with High Quality products. Making 
quality our brand will truly revolution-
ize the future of India and the possibili-
ties for our export sector to grow much 
faster, he added. 

The Minister said that Indian Mis-
sions abroad have been asked to provide 
support to our exporters, help them get 
new opportunities, new business into 
those countries. He asked them to start 
engaging with India missions and seek 
assistance if they face any difficulty.  He 
said CII acts as a bridge between gov-
ernment and exporters and provides a 
platform to understand each other bet-
ter. He urged CII to flag the issues faced 
by industry and share suggestions with 
the government to properly address 
these issues. 

Minister appealed to large industry 
players to support and handhold small 
players so that they can understand 
the benefits of Quality control orders 
and focus on meeting quality require-
ments. He further added that it is also 
economically prudent to provide good 
quality goods and services. Emphasiz-
ing that reciprocity is the way forward 
in international trade, Shri Goyal said 
India must strive for trade practices 
with other countries on an equal foot-
ing. 

Goyal said Industry must draw 

learnings from phenomenal success 
achieved by the IT Sector.  He opined 
that when any sector is allowed to be on 
their own and succeed based on their 
competitiveness, the  quality of service 
improves. This coupled with the Indian 
ecosystem which includes trust, rule of 
law, decisive, strong government will 
help capture larger markets. He said 
that Industry must not not look for pro-
tectionism as it will not help it evolve 
to be able to meet the requirements of 
consumers. It must strive to focus on 
sectors where it has a competitive ad-

vantage. With the spirit of grasping the 
competitive advantage, we will be able 
to expand our businesses, scale up, and 
improve quality, he added. 

Goyal referred to Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi in his 15th august ad-
dress this year, wherein he articulated 
his vision of a developed India by 2047 
and getting out of the colonial mindset 
and getting back to our roots, and fo-
cussing on our core strength areas, Shri 
Goyal said we must go ahead with con-
fidence and a spirit of enterprise, must 
become entrepreneurs, job creators 
and not job seekers. 

Shri Goyal called upon exporters to 
focus on ‘SPICE’ - sustainability, pro-
ductivity, innovation, collaboration and 
excellence. He added that the world is 
looking at sustainability, productiv-
ity in whatever is being produced. He 
noted that countries successful today 
are those which focussed on innova-
tion. He urged the industry to imbibe 
the spirit of competition and yet col-
laborate with each other, and strive 
towards excellence. 

COMMERCE

WORLD TODAY IS LOOKING AT 
INDIA WITH GREAT CONFIDENCE, 
SAYS MINISTER PIYUSH GOYAL 

  India must make quality our 
brand, it will truly revolutionize the 
future of India and the possibilities 
for export sectors to grow at a faster 
pace, says Goyal

  Minister appeals to large indus-
try players to support and handhold 
small players

  Reciprocity is the way forward in 
international trade: Goyal

TDG NETWORK 



world the daily guardian review
friday |  21  october 2022
new delhi10

TOP OF THE DAY

IMRAN MOVES  
SC FOR PROBE  
INTO PM HOUSE 
AUDIO LEAKS
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf Chair-
man Imran Khan on 
Thursday filed a plea in 
the Supreme Court to 
form a commission to 
investigate the audio 
leaks at Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif’s house.
While praying before the 
court, Khan said, “De-
clare that the impugned 
actions, in particular, the 
illegal surveillance of the 
PMO and PMH and the 
release of the surveil-
lance data, especially 
through the audio leaks, 
are unconstitutional and 
in violation of the law,” 
according to Geo News.

BALOCH GROUP 
REJECTS PAKISTAN 
GOVT PROBE
LAHORE: A Baloch rights 
group has rejected an in-
quiry committee set up by 
the Punjab government 
on the matter concern-
ing the corpses found at 
a Multan hospital and 
appealed to Pakistan’s 
apex court to take notice 
of this tragedy and fulfil 
the demand of justice. 
The Voice for Baloch 
Missing Persons (VBMP) 
expressed concern over 
the recent discovery of 

‘hundreds’ of bodies on 
the roof of Nishtar Hospi-
tal in Multan, the Dawna 
newspaper reported. 
Videos of bodies dumped 
on the Nishtar Hospital’s 
rooftop rattled Pakistan 
after it was shared on 
social media last week. 
Dozens of mutilated 
bodies were found on the 
rooftop of the hospital’s 
mortuary, the Pakistan 
newspaper said citing 
official sources.

MALAYSIA TO HOLD 
GENERAL ELECTION 
NEXT MONTH
KUALA LUMPUR: 
Malaysia is to hold the 
election next month after 
Prime Minister Ismail 
Sabri Yaakob announced 
the dissolution of the 
parliament in a special 
televised address. The 
federal election will take 
place on 19 November, Al 
Jazeera reported citing 
Election Commission. 
Elections for assemblies 
will also be held in some 
of the country’s 13 states. 
About 21 million people 
are eligible to vote, ac-
cording to Al Jazeera.
Yaakob’s announcement 
comes after growing 
pressure from party col-
leagues loyal to United 
Malays National Organ-
isation (Umno) president 
Zahid Hamidi, who has 
called for the vote to be 
held as soon as possible 
since the year began, 
according to the Strait 
Times.

PRACHANDA’S  
SPOUSE SITA DHAL 
ADMITTED TO ICU
KATHMANDU:  Sita Dahal, 
spouse of CPN-Maoist 
Centre chairman Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal (Prachanda) 
has been admitted to the 
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) 
after her health dete-
riorated on Wednesday. 
Dahal’s secretariat mem-
bers said Sita Dahal has 
been admitted to Medicity 
Hospital in Lalitpur. She 
has been suffering from 
Progressive Supranuclear 
Palsy.

GLOBAL ARROGANCE

‘Xi Jinping leading China to 
aggressive totalitarian rule’

Liz Truss’ resignation 
as UK Prime Minister 
on Thursday threw 

the country into political tur-
moil and left it scrambling 
for a stable government, as 
the opposition reiterated 
its demand for a general 
election. Truss became the 
shortest-serving British PM 
after she stepped down, stat-
ing that she recognises she 
“cannot deliver the mandate” 
on which she was elected. 
Truss said she would step 
aside for a new leader to be 

chosen within the next week. 
“I came into office at a time 
of great economic and inter-
national instability. Families 
and businesses were wor-
ried about how to pay their 
bills, Putin’s illegal war in 
Ukraine threatens the secu-
rity of our whole continent 
and our country has been 
held back for too long by low 
economic growth,” she said 
in a statement.

“”I recognize though, given 
the situation, I cannot deliver 
the mandate on which I was 
elected by the Conservative 
Party. I have therefore spo-
ken to His Majesty the King 

to notify him that I am re-
signing as leader of the Con-
servative Party,” she added.

Shortly after Truss’s resig-
nation, Labour Party leader 
Keir Starmer issued a scath-
ing statement that ripped 
into the Conservative Party 
and called for a general elec-
tion. “After 12 years of Tory 
failure, the British people 
deserve so much better than 
this revolving door of chaos. 
We need a general election 
now,” he said and added that 
“Each one of these crises was 
made in Downing Street but 
paid for by the British public. 
Each one has left our coun-

try weaker and worse off.”
“The British public deserve 

a proper say on the country’s 
future. They must have the 
chance to compare the To-
ries’ chaos with Labour’s 
plans to sort out their mess, 
grow the economy for work-
ing people and rebuild the 
country for a fairer, green-
er future. We must have a 
chance at a fresh start. We 
need a general election - 
now,” he added.

Truss stepped down a day 
after Indian-origin Home 
Secretary Suella Braverman 
tendered her resignation, 
citing “technical infringe-

ment of the rules” she com-
mitted while sending official 
documents. In the letter ad-
dressed to PM Truss, she 
also expressed concerns 
about the direction of the 
government and said key 
pledges made to voters have 
been broken.

Braverman comes less than 
a week after UK Finance 
Minister Kwasi Kwarteng 
was fired after serving for 
less than six weeks. Kwart-
eng was sacked after the new 
government’s September 
23 plan of massive tax cuts 
resulted in the plunging of 
British government bonds.

‘REVOLVING DOOR’

UK IN TURMOIL AS TRUSS QUITS, 
OPPN SEEKS GENERAL ELECTION
TDG NETWORK
LONDON

Ukrainian energy officials 
said on Wednesday they had 
no choice but to introduce 
restrictions on electricity 
supplies across the country 
and scheduled blackouts na-
tionwide after losing at least 
40% of the country’s power 
generating capacity follow-
ing days of Russian attacks. 

“Unfortunately, according 
to new data, about 40% of 
the total infrastructure and 
our generating capacities are 
really seriously damaged,” 
said Oleksandr Kharchenko, 
an advisor to Ukraine’s en-
ergy minister, reported CNN. 

“Restoration and repair 
work is ongoing, but mir-
acles are possible only to a 
certain extent,” Kharchenko 
said in the statement broad-
cast on national television.

Therefore, “we should ex-
pect not only emergency but 
also scheduled outages today 
and tomorrow in order not to 
overload the grid,” he added. 

CNN reported that NPC 
Ukrenergo, Ukraine’s na-
tional energy company, 
called for the “understand-
ing and support” of its en-
ergy users as they have been 
forced to introduce con-
sumption restrictions fol-
lowing the missile attacks, 
reported CNN. Ukrenergo 
said “consumption re-
strictions may be applied 
throughout Ukraine from 
7:00 AM to 22:00 PM” on 
Thursday. 

“The outages will be alter-
nate—the duration of the 

outage is also determined by 
the regional power distribu-
tion company, but not more 
than 4 hours,” the statement 
said. 

“The enemy, who cannot 
compete with the Armed 
Forces of Ukraine on the bat-
tlefield, attacked the civilian 
energy infrastructure again. 
Therefore, tomorrow we will 
apply controlled and careful-
ly calculated restrictions to 
consumers, which we must 
implement to make the sys-
tem work in a balanced way, 
“the power company said. 

Ukraine suffered new 
damage to its critical energy 
infrastructure, President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said 
in his nightly address, re-
ported CNN.

“Of course, we will do ev-
erything possible to restore 
the normal energy capabili-
ties of our country. But this 
requires time and our com-
bined effort,” he said.

Zelenskyy appealed to 
Ukrainians to become care-
ful about electricity con-
sumption starting on Thurs-
day from 7:00 a.m. local 
time, reported CNN.

“Please do not turn on un-
necessary electrical appli-
ances. Please limit electricity 
consumption on those ap-
pliances that require a lot of 
energy,” the president said, 
“Tomorrow it is very impor-
tant that consumption is as 
conscious as possible. Then 
the schedules of stabilization 
outages will be shorter.”

SCHEDULED BLACKOUTS

Ukraine cuts 
electricity 
supplies as 
Russia knocks 
out more 
power plants

SECURITY ISSUE

U.S., JAPAN RAISE CONCERNS 
OVER CHINA BUYING LAND 
NEAR MILITARY BASES
TDG NETWORK
TOKYO

The US and Japan have raised concerns over a Chinese com-
pany purchasing land near defence base areas. A Chinese 
company acquired a piece of land in Hokkaido near a Japa-
nese Air Self-Defence Force radar site, and Fufeng Group 
purchased 300 acres of farmland near Grand Forks, North 
Dakota in the US. After the revelation, in January, Sanae 
Takaichi, who then was the policy chief of the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party, said that a Chinese company acquired land 
in Hokkaido, roughly 35 km away from a Japanese Air Self-
Defence Force radar site and asked if this was not a part of the 
national security issue, Nikkei Asia reported. 

While addressing the Lower House Budget Committee ses-
sion in Japan, Takaichi said, “Is this not a national security 
issue?” The ownership and investment in Japan’s forest region 
have witnessed a 4.7-fold increase from 2010 to the present, 
according to Japan’s Forestry Agency. 

In 2021, buyers coming from Hong Kong, Macao, Australia, 
Singapore, and the US will buy land in Hokkaido. A total of 19 
cases were recorded. Last month, Ryan Ashley and Alec Rice, 
active-duty officers in the US military, writing for Nikkei Asia, 
described Japan’s northernmost main island, Hokkaido, as “a 
historical hotbed of great power competition, poised to again 
demonstrate its critical importance in the Pacific.” China has 
long recognised Hokkaido as a prize jewel of the North Pacific 
island chain, has strengthened its economic influence in the 
area for decades, and is today increasing its military coopera-
tion with Russia, “they wrote in Nikkei Asia.

There have recently been 
indications from both Is-
rael and Turkiye that their 
respective leaderships are 
considering a reset in their 
bilateral ties. In Israel’s case, 
it was one more step in the 
direction of regional rap-
prochement, while for Tur-
kiye it is basically aimed at 
tackling and furthering its 
economic woes and region-
al interests.

The announcement by the 
two countries on August 17 
that they’ll exchange ambas-
sadors and normalise bilateral 
diplomatic relations, follows 
the re-tuning of Turkish dip-
lomatic ties with Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE).

It seems as if the Turkish 
leadership has realised that 
its priority should be to focus 
more on internal and near-
er-home issues such as the 
country’s economic woes, the 
Kurdish problem and its rela-

tions with Cyprus and Greece. 
Better regional ties will give it 
more time and energy to focus 
on tackling the country’s eco-
nomic woes and expectations.

Relations between the two 
countries soured in 2018 
when Turkiye expelled the 
Israeli ambassador from An-
kara after the killing of 60 
Palestinians in Gaza during 
protests against the Trump 
administration’s decision to 
relocate the U.S. embassy from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. In fact, 
the Turkish support for the 
Palestinian groups, particu-
larly Hamas, and its objection 
to the Israeli annexation of 
territories in and around the 
Gaza Strip, has been the bone 
of contention between the two.

The thaw in ties comes after 
more than 10 years of ten-
sions. Warm relations were 
aided by Israeli President 
Isaac Herzog’s March visit to 
Turkey, which was followed 
by visits by the two countries’ 
foreign ministers.

TURKIYE’S  
COMPULSIONS
President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan seems to have 
realised the futility of Tur-
key’s hostile policies and 
stand against Egypt, Israel, 
Saudi Arabia, and the UAE. 
This stance has made Tur-
kiye isolated in the region, 
besides being economically 
unviable for it.

One of the basic reasons for 
Turkey’s animosity against 
other so-called Islamic coun-
tries is the contest for claiming 
the title of the Leader of the Is-
lamic World. 

This has resulted in Tur-
kiye blaming the successive 
Egyptian, Saudi Arabian, and 
UAE governments as the main 
sources of adopting postures 
against its claim to the Islamic 
world’s leadership and mak-
ing it a pariah state in the re-
gion.

Historically, it was Turkiye 
that maintained the Two Ho-
liest Shrines of the Muslim 
world in Saudi Arabia, before 
oil was discovered in the King-
dom, which changed its for-
tunes forever. This newfound 
wealth led the Saudi mon-

archs to lay claim to being the 
leaders of the Islamic world.

Obviously, Turkiye tried to 
resist this change, but the fall 
of the Ottoman empire led it 
to modify its stand on several 
issues related to the Muslim 
Ummah. In addition, Turkiye 
blamed these governments 
and their policies as respon-
sible for heightening regional 
stability for their own self-
ish interests. In return, these 
states blamed Turkiye for 
adopting such postures and 
policies, which led to friction 
in the region and amongst so-
called Islamic states.

In retaliation, these coun-
tries have bettered relations 
with both Cyprus and Greece, 
Turkey’s arch foes in the Med-
iterranean. At the same time, 

Turkiye has improved ties 
with Qatar—a country which 
was made an outcast in the 
Gulf region in 2017 when the 
UAE, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 
and Bahrain imposed an eco-
nomic blockade against it.

In addition, before facing the 
electorate next year, Erdogan 
has shaken hands with Israel 
in the hope that it may change 
Turkey’s economic condition 
with increased economic ex-
change with Israel, translating 
into an improved economic 
climate for Turkish citizens.

ISRAEL’S GAME PLAN
Recently, Israel has sought 
to reset its ties with re-
gional countries, both Arab 
and non-Arab. It considers 
Turkiye to be an important 

factor both regionally and 
in Gaza also, as Hamas has 
opened up an office in Istan-
bul and for the last 10 years 
it has been operating from 
Turkiye. In addition, Israeli 
authorities feel that closer 
ties with Turkiye will al-
low it to efficiently conduct 
intelligence monitoring of 
Iran.

In addition, Israel feels 
that if it wants to sell its nat-
ural gas to Europe, which 
was found near its coast in 
2010, then the most eco-
nomically viable route will 
be through Turkiye. It could 
be a win-win situation 
for both if they are able to 
thrash out any future plans 
for cutting off Russian gas 
supply to Europe, both dip-
lomatically and financially, 
in the long run.

During the hostile period 
with Turkiye, Israel came 
closer to both Cyprus and 
Greece. This resulted in in-
creased economic, security, 
and people-to-people con-
tacts between them. Both 
countries enjoyed an influx 
of Israeli tourists who aban-
doned the Turkiye coasts. 
Israel also initiated mili-
tary cooperation with them 
and has also been training 
Greek and Cypriot military 
forces.

Now, Israel will have to 
balance the geostrategic 
and potential economic 

benefits of cooperation with 
Turkey with Jerusalem’s 
well-developed ties with 
Athens and Nicosia. Israeli 
President Isaac Herzog, 
who played a key role in the 
Israel-Turkey rapproche-
ment, has given assurances 
to both Cyprus and Greece 
that Israel’s new found 
friendship with Turkiye 
will have no bearing on its 
existing relationship with 
Cyprus and Greece.

All in all, one can presume 
that the present situation 
points to a scenario where 
diplomatic, political, and se-
curity ties may remain cold, 
as the real target for both 
countries is to give a boost 
to their economic ties. Israel 
is also aware that Turkiye 
may continue to play the 
Palestinian card to placate 
its internal audience.

Over all, this odd mar-
riage of convenience might 
be able to counter other re-
gional alliances and axis’ of 
power, and both would try 
to maximise their returns 
either independently or bi-
laterally, based on the given 
situation.
The author is a political com-
mentator based in New Delhi-
and is also associated with BBC 
Urdu Service and Khaleej 
Times of Dubai. He writes on 
Indian Muslims, educational, 
international, interfaith and 
current affairs.

GEOPOLITICS

The reset of diplomatic ties between Turkiye and Israel may result in some new paradigm shifts at the regional level, besides helping both to 
focus more on bilateral economic gains.

ASAD MIRZA

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (left) and Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid.

A NEW BEGINNING FOR TURKIYE-ISRAEL RELATIONS

TDG NETWORK
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Chinese President Xi Jinping 
is arrogantly leading China 
to disaster by returning to 
aggressive totalitarian rule. 
Earlier, the West hoped that 
admitting China into the 
global economy would mel-
low down the Chinese Com-
munist Party (CCP).

Nope, “China’s interna-
tional influence, appeal, 
and power to shape the 
world have significantly 
increased,” Xi bragged, 
warning of “dangerous 
storms ahead,” reported the 
New York Post. Xi Jinping’s 
speech Sunday at the CCP 
Congress, poised to make 
him president for life, marks 
Beijing’s final return to ag-
gressive totalitarian rule. 

In other words, Beijing will 
use its new wealth, and the 
military it allows, to press 
its claims to an independent, 
free Taiwan and across the 
South China Sea, reported 

the New York Post.  Domes-
tically, its high-tech advanc-
es allow ever-greater oppres-
sion—massive surveillance 
plus state-controlled social 
media for enhanced soci-
etal control and pushing the 
ultra-nationalist party line. 

Xi has shut down indepen-
dent churches, temples, and 
mosques. 

His genocidal efforts to 
“reprogram” the Uyghur 
minority are horrors on par 
with China’s profitable har-
vesting of the organs of dissi-

dents of all stripes, reported 
the New York Post. 

He has purged the CCP of 
meaningful opposition. Nary 
a voice is raised in protest of 
his insane “zero covid” poli-
cies that have a fifth of the 
country in lockdown, econ-
omy be damned.

And this is Beijing’s weak-
ness: absolutism breeds di-
saster. Decades of a brutal 
“one child” policy have left 
China facing a rapid popu-
lation crash. 

The crackdown on Hong 
Kong’s freedoms and on its 
tech sector adds to economic 
instability even as state dom-
inance of the banking sector 
all but guarantees a financial 
meltdown in the near future, 
reported the New York Post.

Xi clearly imagines the 
“dangerous storms” in-
volving China’s passage to 
becoming the world’s No 1 
power. In fact, he’s made the 
regime so rigid that a crisis is 
more likely to bring collapse 
and chaos.

TDG NETWORK
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Xi Jinping
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A man guides 
his horses 

through the 
snow-covered 

Gulmarg Ski 
Resort as 
the upper 

reaches of 
Himalayas 

receive fresh 
snowfall, in 

Baramulla on 
Thursday.

WINTER IS HERE

#PANIPURIFOUNTAIN

PANI PURI FOUNTAIN WINS THE 
INTERNET, NETIZENS DEMAND ONE 
The Internet is a strange place. While it has expanded 
the scope of information gathering, it also turns out to 
be a bane, with netizens coming up with bizarre ideas. 
In a video now going viral on the Internet, a family can be 
seen enjoying pani puri but with a twist. Instead of using 
a bowl to store the pani of puris, this family used a foun-
tain instead. The video was shared by Padma Lakshmi 
on Twitter on Wednesday and has received more than 1 
lakh views. 

Reacting to the video, one of the users said, “Where 
on earth can we get this contraption? I NEED this in my 
life!!!”

Another user said, “But in this type of serving, how do 
u tell “bhaiya, thoda theeka karo na.”

“The taste is unbeatable, but some things just look 
better in metal containers on old wooden wagons 
among the stray dogs and other street vendors...that 
being said, I’d be sitting right next to this pani puri foun-
tain the whole party,” added another. 

In terms 
of female 
leadership, 
The Queen 
is the most 
shining 
example of 
what that 
looks like.

— MEGHAN MARKLE

BRAIN-PICKING

The Duchess of Sussex in an interview with Vanity Affair.

MYSTIC 

IDOL CHANGES ITS FORM THREE 
TIMES A DAY IN THIS TEMPLE

TDG NETWORK
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The Dhari Devi Mystic Temple is an ancient temple located 
near the Srinagar area in the Pauri Garhwal district of Utta-
rakhand, and there is a mysterious story behind it.
There is a belief that the Goddess Dhari Devi’s idol in this 
temple changes its form three times a day. The idol looks like 
a girl in the morning, a woman in the afternoon, and an old 
woman by the end of the day.

The goddess, also known as Kalyaneshwari, is considered 
the guardian deity of Uttarakhand and is referred to as the 
“protector of the Char Dhams.”

The temple priest, Manish Pandey talked about beliefs and 
misconceptions related to the temple. He said, “This is the 
temple of Dakshin Kali Devi, who got the name of ‘Dhari Devi’ 
because of the village name.”

The temple is located on the banks of the Alaknanda River 
in Dhari Devi village of Srinagar, the oldest Shaktipath of 
Dwapara Yuga. The priest said that the Goddess is called the 
mother of Dwapar Yuga.

The Devi is also known as the Mata of Dwapar Yug, as the 
idol was installed during the Dwapar Yug and was wor-
shipped by the Pandavas. The Goddess is also believed to be 
worshipped by Adi Guru Shankaracharya. 

Dhari Devi mystic temple.
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MEMES 

D iwali is just around 
the corner, and as 
much as we all love 

the festive season, the Diwali 
ladoos, lights, and card par-
ties, one thing that ticks us 
all off is the Diwali Safaai. 
Almost every household 
does the yearly ‘ritual’ of 
cleaning the house.

Well, it’s safe to say that 
Diwali Safaai hasn’t only 
united household members 
but also netizens, who have 
come together on Twitter to 
voice their feelings of dread 
with regard to the cleaning.

Well, no matter how much 
you dread doing the ‘safaai’, 
Diwali without it is incom-
plete! This year, Diwali will 

be celebrated on 24 October.
Deepawali, also known as 

Diwali, is the biggest and 
most important festival in In-
dian culture and is celebrated 
over four days. It dazzles peo-
ple with its joyful celebration 
and illuminates the country 
with its splendour.

Diwali, one of the grandest 
occasions, is celebrated by 
Hindus, Sikhs, and Jains for 
a number of reasons, not just 
in India but also in southern 
Asia and other places across 
the world. The event, which 
falls on the same day as the 
Hindu New Year, honours 
fresh starts and denotes the 
triumph of light over dark-
ness.

Diwali occurs on the fif-
teenth day of the Hindu 

calendar month of Kartik, 
and each of its four days is 
marked by distinct, well-

defined traditions that are 
observed with joy and good-
ness.   

‘It’s time for Diwali safaai,’ 
say netizens                 

ALL ABOUT THE 19TH CENTURY GHAZAL THAT IS 
TOUCHING THE HEARTS OF PEOPLE ONCE AGAIN 

TRENDING 

The famous 19th-century poem ‘Maz-
koora’ by Kashmiri Sufi poet Shams 
Faqir is trending these days in the Kash-
mir Valley with the melodious voices of 
11-year-old Ayan Sajjad and 17-year-old 
Najam Saqib.
The popularity of this song is due to its 
universal message as well as the voice of 
Ayan Sajjad, which draws every listener 
towards him. Saqib has given it a new 
twist by adding hip-hop based on the 
theme.

Ayan Sajjad belongs to the Anantnag 
District of South Kashmir. Ayan is a 7th-
standard student, and nature has blessed 
him with an attractive and melodious 
voice. From an early age, Ayaan started 
singing for various programs and wed-

ding ceremonies, but this song made him 
an overnight social media sensation, and 
countless people were introduced to his 
talent.

Ayan said that after this song that made 
him so popular, now singing has become 
his passion, which he wants to take for-

ward, but Ayan said that he will also 
continue his education.  And his aim is to 
become an IAS officer.

Najam and Saqib, who sing Kashmiri 
rap in the Mazkoora song, also belong 
to the Anantnag district of South Kash-
mir. The 17-year-old Saqib has his own 
YouTube channel and many of his songs 
have received appreciation from music 
lovers. Saqib stated that he recorded the 
rap featured in the Mazkoora song.

“Writing such a rap in a Sufi song was 
a big challenge for me, for which I had 
to closely study the Islamic events de-
scribed in the song,” he said.

He further said that he was feeling very 
happy with the popularity of this song.  
However, he said, “I will always regret 
that I could not be cast in this song due to 
personal commitments.”

Ayan Sajjad. 
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An active friend is a good friend indeed
LIFESTYLE 

Moderately active people may influ-
ence sedentary people to become more 
active, according to a  new mathemati-
cal model, which incorporates the influ-
ence of social interactions on commu-
nity exercise trends. 

Ensela Mema of Kean University in 
Union, New Jersey, and colleagues pres-
ent these findings in the open-access 
journal PLOS ONE on 19 October 2022.

In 2018, the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services published 
evidence-based guidelines outlining 
recommended types and amounts of 

physical activity to promote health 
benefits for different populations of 
Americans. 

However, national population-level 
trends suggest that there has been little 
improvement in meeting these recom-
mendations.

To help address this issue, Mema and 
colleagues drew on previous research 
showing that social interactions with 
peers can play a key role in boosting 
physical activity within a community. 
In line with that knowledge, they devel-
oped a mathematical model that simu-
lates how social interactions can affect 
a population’s exercise trends over time. 

The model incorporates data from the 
U.S. Military Academy.

The model simulations showed that, 
in the absence of social interactions, 
populations experienced a long-term 
decrease in physically active individu-
als and sedentary behaviour began to 
dominate. However, when the simula-
tions included social interactions be-
tween sedentary and moderately active 
people, sedentary populations became 
more physically active in the long term. 
Still, in simulations where moderately 
active people became more sedentary 
over time, overall physical activity 
trends plummeted.

TDG NETWORK
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ART 

NOT COLOURS OR 
FLOWERS, THIS RANGOLI 
IS MADE WITH THREADS

It is that time of the year 
again! If the beautifully lit 
oil lamps and lanterns bring 
hope and positivity, the vi-
brant and intricate rangoli 
patterns liven up the festive 
fervour. 
Just seeing a rangoli filled 
with different colours en-
hances the vibe of Diwali 
and makes us realise that 
happy times are just around 
the corner.
A woman in Delhi has cre-
ated a massive buzz online. 
Muskan Rajput, a resident of 
New Delhi, used string art to 
make rangoli.

In the video, she can be 
seen painting a circular 
wooden piece black, after 
which she creates a floral 
mandala-style pattern on it. 
She then uses nails to evenly 
space them across the board 
in the following step. After 
she’s finished, the woman 
adds colourful threads to 
a string-like motif to finish 
her Rangoli.

It took Muskan two days to 
finish the beautiful rangoli.

She wrote, “In the chill-

ing rain of Delhi, it took me 
two days to complete this 
one. For a long time, I was in 
search of something extrava-
gant for this Diwali, and I’m 
convinced this string art is 
just perfect for that. Your 
Diwali is going to be a little 
extra this time. “

While this one looks a bit 
difficult to make, you can 
make rangoli with the help 
of kitchen utensils too. Flow-
ers are a great option too. 
Flowers add more colour to 
Diwali decorations. Not only 
for your home walls, but you 
can also add a floral touch to 
your rangoli designs. And, 
You can always go with 
leaves or flowers, especially 
marigolds. 

Muskan Rajput 
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FIVE COUNTRIES WITH STRICT 
LAWS AGAINST BURSTING 
CRACKERS 
Prior to Diwali, the Supreme Court took a strict stance 
by only allowing the sale of green crackers and setting 
the time for their explosion between 8 p.m. and 10 
p.m. However, India is not the only country with strin-
gent regulations regarding firecrackers. Singapore, 
China, and the UK, for example, have harsher laws 
governing fireworks. Let’s take a look at five countries 
that have strict laws against crackers. 

SINGAPORE 
Although setting off firecrackers is consid-
ered lucky by some and is a traditional part of 
many Chinese celebrations, Singaporeans are 

not allowed to do so because of the 1972 Dangerous 
Fireworks Act. Singaporeans can currently only light 
off firecrackers during specific holidays. The National 
Day festivities on 9 August are one of the days when you 
can see some fireworks.

GERMANY 
The coronavirus pandemic has curtailed New 
Year’s celebrations in Germany, with authori-
ties enforcing a stringent ban on the sale of 

fireworks for the second year in a row.

NETHERLANDS
The Netherlands does not allow its citizens 
to burst firecrackers on the days they prefer. 
The sale of pyrotechnics (apart from novelty 

fireworks) is only permitted on the designated days of 
29, 30, and 31 December. Is Sunday one of those days? 
On this day, fireworks sales are prohibited.

NEW YORK
All consumer fireworks, including spar-
klers, are prohibited in New York City and 
cannot be used, purchased, sold, or trans-

ported. In New York, only ground-based pyrotechnics 
that produce spark showers, hand-held wood spar-
klers, party poppers, and snappers are permitted to 
be purchased and used.

BEIJING 
Beijing, which has only previously prohib-
ited fireworks in the city’s central area, now 
outright prohibits them. Cities all around 

northern China have put restrictions on selling and 
lighting fireworks, including Zhangjiakou, a city that is 
co-hosting the Winter Olympics.

— SIMRAN SINGH
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Increased power demand following the Covid-19 pandemic has resulted in a coal shortage in the country.

black diamond

India’s coal 
story so far
Even as India moves towards a clean-

er economy with non-fossil fuels, 
or renewable sources of energy 

becoming more widely used, coal remains 
the mainstay of India’s energy needs. It ac-
counts for 50.3 per cent of the country’s en-
ergy needs and is the most abundant fossil 
fuel in India. However, its abundance has 
often belied the supply and availability of 
solid fuel, which is one of the most polluting. 
According to a recent report by the Global 
Energy Monitor (GEM) based on data from 

the Global Coal Mine Tracker, of the total 
capacity of coal mines currently operational 
in India, nearly 36 per cent remain unused. 
The report’s assessment of this underutilisa-
tion comes on the back of several instances 
of coal shortages that the country has wit-
nessed over the past year. We take a look at 
the country’s coal reserves, the report’s find-
ings, and the measures the government has 
taken to improve its coal generation capacity 
and production while staying on the path of 
its green fuel targets under the Paris Climate 
Agreement. 

India is the world’s second-largest con-
sumer, producer, and importer of coal, 
which accounts for nearly 75 per cent (coal 

thermal power plant) of its annual electricity 
generation. India also has the world’s fourth 
largest coal reserves with a current coal pro-
duction capacity of 433 million tonnes (MT) 
per annum. From the start of the Financial 
Year (FY) 2022-23 till 31st May 2022, India 
produced a total of 137.85 MT of coal, up by 
28.6 per cent from 104.83 MT in the same 
period in 2021. In October 2022 Union Coal 
Minister Pralhad Joshi said that India had 
enough coal reserves to last 50 years. While 
there are enough coal reserves to support 
India’s growing energy demands in coming 
decades, poor management of coal produc-
tion and manufacturing and supply chain 
bottlenecks limit the availability of the fuel. 

Damini mehta

bouts of coal shortages
According to the Central Electricity Authority, as the coun-
try opened up the economy to greater movement and trade 
after consecutive COVID-19 pandemic shutdowns, the 
demand for coal jumped from 106.6 billion units (BU) per 
month in 2019 to 124.2 BU per month in 2021. In 2022, the 
demand further increased to 132 BU, driven primarily by 
prolonged heatwave conditions across several parts of the 
country. At the time, increased power demand due to re-
starting economic activity was the main reason cited for the 
shortage of coal. However, Coal India Limited’s (CIL) pro-
duction, accounting for 80 per cent of the country’s domes-
tic output, has also stagnated at around 600 MT for the last 
three years. 

Poor management of coal reserves, compromised supply 
prior to the monsoon, and inadequate maintenance of stocks 
had reportedly exacerbated the coal shortage the country 
witnessed in October 2021. According to the Centre’s Core 

Management Team (CMT), the shortage in coal supply was 
a result of heavy rains in Gujarat, Punjab, Rajasthan, Delhi, 
and Tamil Nadu, resulting in lesser coal production. More 
recently, in April 2022, coal stocks in more than 100 ther-
mal plants had fallen below 25 per cent. In over 50 thermal 
plants, the stocks fell below the 10 per cent mark, with states 
seeking additional coal supply from CIL. To deal with the re-
duced supply and increased demand for electricity faced in 
March-April 2022, some power producers paid premiums 
of up to 300 per cent to secure coal supplies in the domestic 
spot market. To cover up the shortage in supply, CIL raised 
the supply of coal to thermal stations by 14.2 per cent during 
the first half of April 2022 as compared to the period in 2021. 
In spite of several efforts to increase the output and supply 
of coal to thermal power plants, there remains a huge gap 
between the demand and supply of solid fossil fuel, leading 
to depleting coal stocks in generating stations. 
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In order to increase coal production, 99 new coal mines are being developed in the country.
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Even as India moves towards achieving net zero emissions 
by 2070 under its international obligations to deal with cli-
mate change, a need to reduce coal’s share in India’s power 
supply does not appear to receive the required attention. 
To avert coal shortages, the government has pushed to 
increase production and rationing of coal supply to non-
power sectors and to lean on captive producers for more 
output. Coal generation by CIL reached a high of 1.64 MT 
per day in April 2022 from 1.43 MT per day in April 2021. 
In April 2022, it reported an increase of 27.2 per cent in its 
output compared to the same period a year ago. The gov-
ernment is also taking steps to phase out the use of im-
ported coal in India’s thermal power plants. Recently, at 
the ‘Mincon 2022’ Mines-Mineral-Metals event organised 
on 15th October 2022, Union coal minister Pralhad Joshi 
said that the country will stop the import of thermal coal 
by 2024-25.

According to the International Energy Agency’s Coal Re-
port 2021, India’s coal consumption is expected to rise at 
an average annual rate of 3.9 per cent to 1.18 billion tonnes 
in 2024, a signal towards the Indian economy’s expand-
ing energy demands which will be fuelled partially by 
coal. While India’s expanding energy demands need to be 
diverted towards cleaner sources of energy such as solar 

and wind, coal’s role in India’s energy needs cannot be 
dispensed in the short or medium term. Improving capac-
ity utilisation in existing coal mines and plants will help 
improve cost efficiency and prevent damage to the envi-
ronment and local livelihoods. It will also help cut down 
on India’s import bill for coal, already under strain due 
to rising international coal prices. It will further open up 
government funds for investment in renewable energy 
sources to phase out coal in the long term and move the 
country closer to its target of replacing 30GW of thermal 
power generation capacity with renewable energy by 
2026, a move aimed at reducing emissions from coal-fired 
power plants.

Contributing reports by Yuvraaj Singh 
Rahal, Junior Research Associate at Polstrat, 
Meherin Singh Kalsey, Thota Saimanikanta, 
Research Interns at Polstrat

Reducing coal’s shaRe in poweR 
supply: shifting to cleaneR fuels

new coal Mines and incReasing iMpoRts aMidst unused capacity 
India’s coal mines remain underutilised, 
and according to the GEM, India has in-
creasingly relied on importing more coal 
to meet its needs. In the past, the Power 
Ministry has blamed declining coal im-
ports for the current crisis in fuel stocks. 
From 21.4 MT of coal imported in 2018-19, 
the import of fuel fell to 8.3 MT in 2021-
22. The Russia-Ukraine conflict has also 

had an impact on India’s coal imports due 
to the disruption of the international coal 
supply. Coal imports have become more 
expensive and the cost of India’s coal im-
ports is expected to rise by 35 per cent in 
the fiscal year 2022-23. It is to be noted 
that India’s coal supplies from Russia have 
seen an exponential increase since the 
start of the Russia-Ukraine conflict. In Jan-

uary 2022, India imported 7,89,500 MT of 
coal from Russia which rose to 24,00,000 
MT in August 2022. 

The GEM report lays special emphasis 
on the 99 new coal mines planned by the 
Government of India even as more than 
a third of the capacity at its current coal 
mines remains unused. According to the 
report, India’s existing coal mining capac-

ity of 433 MT per annum (mtpa) is greater 
than the projected capacity of 427 mtpa 
from the 99 new coal mines. The findings 
highlight the adverse impact of the new 
mines on ecology and indigenous lives and 
livelihoods. Of the 427 mtpa new capac-
ity, 159 mtpa (37 per cent) will be located 
in high-risk water zones, while 230 mtpa 
or 54 per cent will be located in extremely 

high-risk water zones. The location of the 
new mines can worsen water shortages in 
the region increasing demand to 1,68,041 
kiloliters per day as 77 per cent or 329 
mtpa of the planned capacity is located in 
the low-income states of Jharkhand (115 
mtpa), Odisha (130 mtpa), and Chhattis-
garh (84 mtpa). The report states that over 
100 MT of capacity lies unused at active 

mine sites in Jharkhand and Odisha, the 
major mining regions of India. This adds 
up to 40 per cent of unused mining capac-
ity in these states. Interestingly, according 
to GEM’s analysis of CIL’s Annual Re-
ports, competition from renewable sourc-
es of energy, infrastructure impasses, and 
land-use concerns hinder the output of ac-
tive coal mines. 



THREATENING TO BOYCOTT

‘India will host 2023 Cricket 
World Cup with all teams’

Union Sports Minister An-
urag Thakur said on Thurs-
day that India will host the 
2023 edition of the 50-over 
Cricket World Cup with all 
the teams.

His comments came af-
ter Pakistan threatened to 
boycott the 2023 WC due to 
Asian Cricket Council (ACC) 
president Jay Shah confirm-
ing that the 2023 Asia Cup 
will be held at a neutral 
venue instead of Pakistan. 
The Sports Minister said 
that India is not afraid of 
any threat and it will not 
stop them from hosting the 
tournament.

“It is an internal matter 
of BCCI and it will handle 
the issue smartly. We have 
not done anything wrong 
yet while hosting interna-
tional tournaments before. 
We have hosted World Cup 
successfully before and all 
teams participated happily. 
We will host the tournament 
next year and all teams will 
play in it,” said Thakur.

2023 will mark the first 
time ever that India will host 
the marquee cricketing event 
by itself. 

It co-hosted the 1987 World 
Cup with Pakistan and the 

1996 World Cup with Paki-
stan and Sri Lanka. The 
tournament made its re-
turn to India in 2011 when 
it co-hosted it along with Sri 
Lanka and Bangladesh. In-
dia also emerged as victori-
ous in the 2011 edition of the 
tournament.

Notably on Wednesday, 
Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) in an official statement 
said that BCCI Secretary 
Jay Shah’s comments about 
holding the 2023 Asia Cup 
at a neutral venue instead 
of Pakistan could affect the 
country’s visit to India for 
the 50-over World Cup next 
year.

“The overall impact of such 
statements has the potential 
to split the Asian and inter-
national cricketing commu-
nities and can impact Paki-

stan’s visit to India for the 
ICC Cricket World Cup 2023 
and future ICC Events in In-
dia in the 2024-2031 cycle.” 
read a statement from PCB.

“The PCB has noted with 
surprise and disappoint-
ment yesterday’s comments 
made by the ACC President 
Mr Jay Shah with regards to 
shifting of next year’s Asia 
Cup to a neutral venue. The 
comments were made with-
out any discussion or con-
sultation with the Board of 
the Asian Cricket Council or 
the Pakistan Cricket Board 
(event host) and without 
any thoughts towards their 
long-term consequences and 
implications.”

“After having presided 
over the ACC meeting dur-
ing which Pakistan was 
awarded the ACC Asia Cup 
with overwhelming sup-
port and response from the 
ACC Board Members, Shah’s 
statement of shifting of the 
ACC Asia Cup has clearly 
been made unilaterally. This 
is contrary to the philoso-
phy and spirit for which the 
Asian Cricket Council was 
formed in September 1983, 
a united Asian cricket body 
to safeguard the interests of 
its members and organise, 
develop, and promote the 
game of cricket in Asia.”
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Union Sports Minister Anurag 
Thakur 

ODI AND TEST 

India to tour Bangladesh 
in December this year

Bangladesh Cricket Board 
(BCB) announced on Thurs-
day that Team India would 
tour their country in Decem-
ber this year.

“The Bangladesh Cricket 
Board (BCB) has announced 
the itinerary for India’s 
tour later this year which 
includes three one-day in-
ternationals and two Test 
matches of the ICC World 
Test Championship cycle 2,” 
said a statement from BCB. 
This will be the first visit by 
the Indian side to Bangla-
desh since 2015. The tour 
kicks off with the ODI se-
ries with all matches taking 
place at the Sher-e-Bangla 
National Cricket Stadium 
in Mirpur, Dhaka. The first 

Test will be held at the Za-
hur Ahmed Chowdhury 
Stadium in Chattogram with 
the two teams returning to 
Dhaka for the second Test.

BCB President Nazmul 
Hassan, said this will be a 
most anticipated meeting of 
the subcontinent’s cricket-
ing rivals: “The Bangladesh-
India matches in recent his-

tory have given us some epic 
contests and fans from both 
countries are eagerly wait-
ing for another memorable 
series. I thank the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
for working closely with 
the BCB in confirming the 
schedule. We look forward 
to welcoming the Indian 
team to Bangladesh.”

TDG NETWORK
DHAKA 

T20 WORLD CUP

RISHABH CAN BAT AT NUMBER SIX, 
KARTHIK AT SEVEN: GAVASKAR
The greatest rivalry re-
sumes when India square 
off against Pakistan in their 
tournament opener of the 
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 
on October 23rd, 2022.

Both teams will be look-
ing to get their World Cup 
campaign off to a flyer and 
with the excitement around 
the game building, fans and 
experts are deliberating 
tactics, line-ups and bowl-
ing permutations which 
India and Pakistan can de-
ploy in the game. India will 
be looking to avenge their 
loss against Pakistan in the 
previous edition of the ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup and 
end the wait of winning the 
coveted trophy and getting 
the World Cup back to India 
after 15 years.

Speaking exclusively on 
Star Sports show Cricket 
Live, Sunil Gavaskar spoke 
about how India’s middle 

order is going to line-up with 
both wicket-keepers Dinesh 
Karthik and Rishabh Pant 
in good touch and vying for 
a spot in the starting 11,”It’s 
just that maybe, if they de-
cide to go with six bowlers, 
with Hardik Pandya being 
the sixth bowler, then he 
(Pant) may not be able to find 
a place, but if they decide to 
go with Hardik Pandya as a 
fifth bowler, then Rishabh 
Pant has an opportunity 
to bat at number six and 

Karthik maybe at number 
seven, followed by the four 
bowlers.”

“So, that could well hap-
pen, we just have to wait 
and see. They would cer-
tainly want a left-hander in 
the middle, but looking at 
the top four, who are in such 
good form, you sometimes 
say to yourself, How many 
overs is Rishabh Pant go-
ing to get in? Is he going to 
get three or four overs? And 
for three or four overs, is 

Karthik or Rishabh better? 
So, these are all the situa-
tions they will look at and 
they’ll take a call on this,” he 
said. Gavaskar further spoke 
on Shaheen Shah Afridi’s re-
turn to the Pakistan squad 
after injury and how signifi-
cantly the Pakistan fielding 
unit has improved, he said, “I 
think that’s what their main 
concern was, about his fit-
ness and how he will shape 
up. And certainly, in the two 
overs that he bowled, he’s 
shown that he’s back to full 
fitness.”

“So, clearly that is one 
headache gone. I think with 
their catching, they were 
much better than what we 
saw against England. Their 
ground fielding was very 
good. So, these are two as-
pects that was worrying 
them and they have shown 
improvement in those areas. 
So, I don’t think they’ll have 
any doubts when they’ll take 
on India on Sunday,” said 
Gavaskar. 
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Rishabh Pant

BRILLIANT SPELL

T20 WORLD CUP: SL SAIL INTO SUPER-12 
WITH WIN OVER NETHERLANDS
An unbeaten batting perfor-
mance from Max ODowd 
went in vain as Sri Lanka 
defeated the Netherlands by 
16 runs to secure a place in 
Super-12.

Wanindu Hasaranga’s bril-
liant bowling spell helped 
Sri Lanka restrict the Neth-
erlands to 146/9 after Kusal 
Mendis played a superb in-
ning to help their team reach 
a challenging total. Max 
ODowd remained unbeaten 
on 71 runs but could not take 
his team over the line as the 
Dutch team kept losing wick-
ets regularly.

Chasing the target, the 
Netherlands got off to an aw-
ful start as they lost opener, 
Vikramjit Singh, cheaply in 
the fourth over to Maheesh 
Theekshana. Singh had been 
prolific for the Dutch, provid-
ing them with quick starts 
but the batter struggled with 
the bat when his team needed 
him most.

Lahiru Kumara dismissed 
Bas de Leede in the sixth over 
to end the Netherlands pow-
erplay at 40-2.

Theekshana struck again in 
the 12th over to end Tom Coo-
per’s 16(19) scratchy innings 
that never got off as the bat-
ter consumed more deliveries 
than he scored runs.

Captain Scott Edwards 
walked onto the crease and 
played some fantastic shots 

along with ODowd to keep 
the Netherlands in the game 
but was bowled behind his 
legs by Binura Fernando for 
21 off 15 balls.

The Dutch team kept losing 
wickets to push themselves 
out of the game with only 
ODowd providing some re-
sistance.

The batter made a match 
out of nothing and smashed 
15 runs off the 18th over and 

16 runs off the 19th over, leav-
ing the Netherlands to get 23 
runs from the last over.

ODowd tried his best to win 
the match for his team but the 
batter had run out of partners 
leaving a lot to get from the 
last over. The Netherlands 
fell short by 16 runs to guar-
antee Sri Lanka a place in the 
Super-12.

Sri Lanka’s talismanic play-
er Hasaranga was the pick of 
the bowlers as he managed 
to get three wickets, disman-
tling the middle order of the 
Netherlands.

Earlier, opting to bat first, 
Kusal Mendis’ onslaught 
took Sri Lanka to 162/6 af-
ter early hiccups against the 
Netherlands.

A late flourish from Bha-
nuka Rajapaksa and Dasun 
Shanaka coupled with Men-
dis’ brilliant knock saw Sri 
Lanka post a challenging 
total against the Dutch team 
who have underperformed 
with the bat in the tourna-
ment.
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Threat of rainfall looms 
over the blockbuster 
ICC T20 World Cup 

2022 clash between India and 
Pakistan in Melbourne which 
will take place on Sunday.

Though fans are hyped up 
for this match and are waiting 
for this anxiously, rain gods 
could play spoilsport in fans’ 
enjoyment of what will be the 
campaign opener for these 
two Asian giants. From Friday 
onwards, there is heavy like-
lihood of showers till October 
25 onwards.

For October 23, the day of 
this match, the Australian 
Bureau of Meteorology has 
predicted the weather to be, 
“Cloudy. Very high (95 per 
cent) chance of showers, most 
likely in the afternoon and 
evening. Winds southerly 15 
to 25 km/h turning south-
easterly during the evening.” 
There is a possibility that 4 to 
10 mm of rainfall takes place 

on Sunday.
The match will be taking 

place in India at 1:30 PM, 
which translates to around 7 
PM in Melbourne. In this case, 
the weather forecast on the 
match day looks like a scary 
sight for cricket lovers across 
India and Pakistan.

For the rest of the week, 

the possibility of showers 
will decline from October 26, 
Wednesday onwards, with 60 
per cent (Medium) chance to 
showers on Wednesday and 
Thursday respectively.

At the ICC competition, 
India is in Group 2 with 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, South 
Africa and two qualifiers. 

Following their October 23 
encounter against Pakistan 
at the MCG, they will play on 
October 27, against a quali-
fier in Sydney, on October 30, 
against South Africa in Perth, 
on November 2, against Ban-
gladesh in Adelaide, and on 
November 6. (vs qualifier in 
Melbourne). India squad for 

ICC T20 World Cup: Rohit 
Sharma (Captain), KL Rahul, 
Virat Kohli, Suryakumar Ya-
dav, Deepak Hooda, Rishabh 
Pant, Dinesh Karthik, Hardik 
Pandya, R. Ashwin, Yuzven-
dra Chahal, Axar Patel, Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar, Harshal 
Patel, Arshdeep Singh and 
Mohammed Shami. 

CAMPAIGN OPENER
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Melborne cricket ground.

RAIN THREAT LOOMS LARGE 
OVER MARQUEE INDIA VS 
PAKISTAN T20 WC CLASH

T20 WORLD CUP

WIESE HEROICS GO IN VAIN AS NAMIBIA BOW OUT 
OF TOURNAMENT AFTER SEVEN RUN LOSS TO UAE
All-rounder David Wiese’s 
heroics with bat went in vain 
as top spells from Zahoor 
Khan and Basil Hameed left 
Namibia seven runs short of 
a win against UAE in their 
Group A round one match 
against ICC T20 World Cup 
in Geelong on Thursday.

With this loss, Namibia 
has been eliminated from 
the tournament. Sri Lanka 
(4 points, two wins in three 
matches) and Netherlands 
(4 points, two wins in three 
matches) have qualified for 
the Super 12 phase of the 
tournament. Chasing 149, 
spinner Basil Hameed and 
pacer Junaid Siddique de-
stroyed the Namibian top or-
der, dismissing Michael van 

Lingen (10), Stephan Baard 
(4) and Jan Nicol Loftie-Ea-
ton (1) within 5 overs, reduc-
ing the side to 26/3.

Skipper Gerhard Eras-
mus and Jan Frylinck joined 
forces to take their side 
safely through the power-
play overs. After six overs, 

Namibia was at 34/3, with 
Frylinck (5*) and Erasmus 
(10) at the crease.

The stand between Eras-
mus and Frylinck lasted for 
barely 17 runs, with Karthik 
Meiyappan striking to re-
move the skipper for 16 off 
18 balls. A mix-up between 

Frylinck and JJ Smit resulted 
in the latter being unfortu-
nately run out for just three 
runs. Half of Namibia’s line-
up was back in the hut for 46 
runs.

Frylinck and Wiese started 
to rebuild the innings and 
took their side halfway mark 
without any further loss. At 
10 overs, Namibia was at 
53/5, with Frylinck (11*) and 
Wiese (4*) at the crease.

Namibia’s fortunes contin-
ued to slide down with every 
ball in the second half of the 
innings, with medium pacer 
Zahoor Khan cleaning up 
Jan Frylinck (14) and wick-
etkeeper-batter Zane Green 
(2). Namibia sunk to 69/7.

W i e s e  a n d  R u b e n 
Trumpelmann put up a 
partnership that took Na-
mibia beyond the 100-run 

mark. Wiese brought up his 
half-century in 31 balls, tak-
ing his team close to victory.

The 70-run partnership 
between the duo was over af-
ter Wiese tried to clear a Mu-
hammad Waseem delivery 
over long-on but was caught 
by Alishan Sharafu. Wiese 
was back in the pavilion for 
55 off 36 balls, consisting of 
three fours and three sixes.

Namibia needed 11 runs 
in 2 balls and they fell short 
of a crucial victory by seven 
runs. They finished at 141/8 
in 20 overs, with Trumpel-
mann (25*) and Bernard 
Scholtz (1*).

Zahoor emerged as the 
pick of the bowlers for UAE, 
taking 2/20 in four overs. 
Hameed also took 2/17 in his 
three overs. Meiyappan and 
Waseem took a wicket each.

UAE bowlers did a fantastic job.
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HUGE IMPACT

Board of Control for 
Cricket  in  India 
(BCCI) president 

Roger Binny said on Thurs-
day that the board does not 
take decisions on its own on 
Indian team’s travel to Paki-
stan or other countries and 
relies on the decision of the 
government.

“That is not our call. We 
cannot say where our team 
has to go. We need to take 
clearance from the govern-
ment if we leave the country, 
or other countries come here. 

We cannot take that decision 
on our own, we have to rely 
on government,” Binny said 

on team India’s travel to 
Pakistan for Asia Cup. BCCI 
secretary Jay Shah had told 

reporters on Saturday after 
the board’s 91st AGM that 
it is the government which 
decides over the permission 
of the team visiting Pakistan 
and noted that for 2023 Asia 
Cup it’s decided that the 
tournament will be held at 
some neutral venue.

“We will have Asia Cup 
2023 at a neutral venue. It 
is the government which 
decides over the permission 
of the team visiting Pakistan 
so we would not comment 
on that but for the 2023 Asia 
Cup it’s decided that the 
tournament will be held at 

some neutral venue,” he had 
said.

Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) had responded to Jay 
Shah’s comments and said 
such a decision could affect 
Pakistan visiting India for 
the 50-over World Cup next 
year. “The overall impact 
of such statements has the 
potential to split the Asian 
and international cricketing 
communities and can impact 
Pakistan’s visit to India for 
the ICC Cricket World Cup 
2023 and future ICC Events 
in India in the 2024-2031 
cycle.” PCB statement said.
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Polls for the five posts of of-
fice bearers, 9 councillors of 
the apex council, and two 
representatives for the gen-
eral council of T-20, Mumbai, 
were held on 20 October.

Former BCCI president 
Sharad Pawar shared space 
with political rivals Deven-
dra Fadanvis of Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and 
Maharashtra CM Eknath 
Shinde and said that though 
they all differ politically, but 
they have same thoughts 
when it comes to sports.

The panel of Sharad Pawar 
and Ashish Shelar had a 
meeting with Chief Min-

ister Shinde and Deputy 
CM Fadanvis where they 
put forth demands for the 
growth and development of 
MCA. Sharad Pawar said 
during the meeting, “Every-
one wants to know what is 
happening in MCA election. 
We have different political 
mindsets but we have the 
same thoughts for sports. 
When I was the BCCI presi-
dent, Narendra Modi used 
to come for meetings when 
he was the president of the 
Gujarat Cricket Association, 
and current Union Sports 
Minister Anurag Thakur and 
Rajeev Shukla (current BCCI 
vice president) used to come 
from Himachal. They came 

because we have the same 
passion for sports.”

Ashish Shelar, who has 
recently been appointed as 
BCCI Treasurer said that 
political parties will not en-
ter MCA for their political 
agenda but rather for the de-
velopment of cricket.

Deputy CM Fadanvis said 
to the panel during the event, 
“Pawar ji is our relative. We 
assure everyone that we will 
work on your ideas and pro-
vide money to MCA for de-
velopment and growth. I am 
handling the finance ministry 
and Shelar is handling MCA 
financial department. So I 
assure that there will be no 
shortage of funds for MCA.”

The Indian men’s doubles duo 
of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
and Chirag Shetty advanced 
to the quarterfinals of the on-
going Denmark Open 2022, 
defeating the Indonesian duo 
of Muhammad Shohibul Fi-
kri and Bagas Maulana in 
their round of 16 match on 
Thursday. Satwiksairaj-
Chirag prevailed within two 
straight games by 21-14, 21-
16. On the other hand in the 
women’s doubles category, the 
duo of Treesa Jolly and Gay-
atri Gopichand bowed out of 
the competition after a defeat 

to Thailand duo of Rawinda 
Prajongjai and Jongkolphan 
Kititharakul in their round of 
16 match.

The Indian duo lost their 
match by 21-23, 13-21. Pran-
noy HS, Lakshya Sen will 
be in action later this night. 

Earlier, ace Indian shuttler 
Prannoy HS advanced to the 
next round of the ongoing 
Denmark Open 2022 after 
defeating Zhao Junpeng of 
China in his first-round match 
in the men’s singles category 
on Wednesday.

Indian wicketkeeper-batter Rishabh 
Pant said on Thursday that it is nice to 
bat with Virat Kohli because he teach-
es players how to go through different 
situations in the game.

“He (Kohli) can actually teach you 
how to go through situations, which 
might help you in your cricket jour-
ney going forward, so it is nice batting 
with him as always. It is good to have 
someone with a lot of experienced 
batting with you because he can take 
you through how to take the game on 

and how to maintain that run-a-ball 
pressure kind of thing,” ICC quoted 
Pant as saying. Pant said that there is 

nothing better than taking on arch-
rivals Pakistan on a stage as big as 
T20 World Cup and he hopes to play 
when both sides clash on Sunday at 
the iconic Melbourne Cricket Ground.

Pant is currently battling wicket-
keeper-batter Dinesh Karthik for the 
wicketkeeping role in India XI, but 
he could still play as a specialist bat-
ter to boost India’s middle order in 
the match.

The wicketkeeper-batter experi-
enced the feeling of taking on arch-ri-
vals Pakistan during last year’s event 
in Dubai, a match which Pakistan 

won by 10 wickets.
“It is always special playing against 

Pakistan because there is a special 
hype around that match as always. 
There are so much emotions involved, 
not only for us, but the fans and ev-
eryone,” he said.

“It is a different kind of feeling, a 
different kind of ambience when you 
go on to the field and when you take 
on the field, you see people cheering 
here and there. It is a different atmo-
sphere and when we were singing our 
national anthem, I actually get goose-
bumps,” he added. 

Men’s doubles duo of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty 

BCCI) president Roger Binny 

Travelling to Pakistan for Asia 
Cup not BCCI call, have to rely 
on government: Roger Binny
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