
The Supreme Court 
o n  Fr i d ay  c a m e 
down heavily on 

the hate mongers, saying 
that the hate speeches are 
‘disturbing’, especially for 
a country that is demo-
cratic and religion-neutral. 
“Where have we reached? 
What have we reduced reli-
gion to? It is tragic. And we 
speak of scientific temper,” 
observed the apex court. 

A bench of Justices K.M. 
Joseph and Hrishikesh Roy 
ordered suo moto action 
against offenders without 
looking into religion. The 
bench also issued notices 

to Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand Police and 
asked them to file a report 
on what action has been 
taken against such offences 
within their jurisdiction. 

The top court in its order 
said, “The Respondents 
(Delhi, UP and Uttara-
khand police) will issue 
directions to their subor-
dinates in this regard with-
out looking at the religion 
of the accused so that the 
secular nature of India is 
preserved.” 

It further ordered that 
State governments and po-
lice authorities should take 
suo motu action in cases 
of hate speeches without 
waiting for the registration 

of a formal complaint. The 
apex court said authorities 
to take action against of-
fenders without looking at 
their religion of them.  

The court’s observation 
was damning enough: 
“The Constitution of India 
envisages a secular nation 
and fraternity among citi-
zens assuring the dignity 
of the individual. The unity 
and integrity of the nation 
is one of the guiding prin-
ciples enshrined in the pre-
amble.” 

“The petitioner points 
out [that] despite various 
penal provisions, no action 
has been taken and there 
is a need to serve constitu-
tional principles. We feel 

this court is charged with 
a duty to protect the funda-
mental rights and also pro-
tect and serve the constitu-
tion where the rule of law 
is maintained,” they added.

The Supreme Court said 
this is very shocking for 
a secular country. “Are 
we seeing oppression? 
Have we reduced the god? 
Such hateful statements 
are showing against each 
other! We, never seen such 
a situation in the court-
room.”

It expressed shock at 
some of the statements 
and hates speeches made 
against minority communi-
ties during recent religious 
congregations

The  apex  court  was 
hearing a plea seeking 
its urgent intervention 
to stop the alleged grow-
ing menace of targeting 
and terrorising the Mus-
lim Community in India. 
The petition filed by peti-
tioner Shaheen Abdullah, 
a journalist working with 
the Maktoob media, sought 
direction to the Centre and 
the State governments to 
initiate an independent, 
credible and impartial in-
vestigation into the inci-
dents of hate crimes and 
hate speeches. 

It further sought direc-
tions to initiate appropriate 
action under the Unlawful 
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The apex court asks the governments to take suo moto action against such speeches.  Failure 
in taking action would attract contempt of court against the erring officials, court says. 

Pakistan is out of Financial 
Action Task Force’s (FATF) 
‘grey list’ with the global 
watchdog stating that Is-
lamabad would continue to 
work with the Asia/Pacific 
Group on Money Launder-

ing to further improve its 
anti-money laundering and 
counter-terrorist financing 
(AML/CFT) system. 

FATF said it welcomes 
Pakistan’s significant prog-
ress in improving its AML/
CFT regime. The global 
money laundering and ter-
rorist financing watchdog 

said after its plenary here 
that Pakistan strength-
ened the effectiveness of its 
AML/CFT regime and ad-
dressed technical deficien-
cies to meet commitments 
of its action plans regarding 
strategic deficiencies that 
FATF identified. 

Emphasizing on a collective fight against ter-
rorism, Union Home Minister Amit Shah on 
Friday said a global definition for terrorism is 
important as narratives of good terrorism, bad 
terrorism, small terrorism and big terrorism 
cannot go together. 

Addressing the valedictory ceremony of 
the 90th Annual General Assembly of In-

terpol, Shah said, “Terrorism is the “biggest 
violator” of human rights. Crime has now 
become borderless. We have to think above 
conventional geographical crimes. Across-
border cooperation is necessary to fight cross-
border terrorism. Interpol is essential for it. 
A global definition of terrorism is important. 
Narratives of good terrorism, bad terrorism, 
small terrorism and big terrorism cannot go 
together,” added Shah.

A military chopper crashed 
on Friday near Singging 
village, 25 kilometres away 
from the Tuting headquar-
ters in the Upper Siang dis-
trict of Arunachal Pradesh, 
killing 4 personnel. 

The mortal remains of four 
military personnel were re-
covered of the five who were 
aboard an Advanced Light 
Helicopter (ALH) WSI Army 
helicopter which crashed 
on Friday in the Upper 
Siang district of Arunachal 
Pradesh, according to the 

PRO (Defence) Tezpur.
The search operation for 

the one remaining personnel 
is underway. The helicopter 
had taken off from Lek-
abali and crashed at 10:43 
am around Migging (South 
of Tutting) in Arunachal 
Pradesh. 
“A joint Search and Rescue 
Operation of Army and 
IAF was launched imme-
diately which included 1 
MI17, 2 ALH and 3 columns 
of Army,” the PRO said. 
The cause of the crash has yet 
not been known. 
“A total of 5 Personnel were 

india 
SucceSSfully 
teSt fireS neW-
generation 
agni miSSile 
India successfully test 
fired the Agni Prime 
new generation ballistic 
missile off the coast 
of Odisha on Friday, 
Defence officials said.
According to the of-
ficials, this ballistic 
missile was test fired at 
around 9.45 am today. 
During the test flight, 
the missile travelled its 
maximum range and 
all its test objectives 
were also met success-
fully.

“With this third consecu-
tive successful flight 
test of the Agni Prime 
missile, the accuracy 
and reliability of the 
system has been estab-
lished,” they said.
It further said that the 
performance of the 
system was validated 
by using the data ob-
tained by a number of 
range instruments like 
radar, telemetry, and 
electro-optical tracking 
systems deployed at 
different locations. 

delhi metro to 
run laSt train 
at 10 pm on 
diWali
NeW DelhI: The Delhi 
Metro Rail Corporation 
(DMRC) announced 
the timings of the last 
metro services for Oc-
tober 24 on account of 
the Diwali festival. “On 
account of the Diwali 
festival, the last metro 
train services will start 
at 10 pm on October 24. 

top of the day

Former Union home min-
ister and Congress veteran 
Shivraj Patil has stoked 
controversy with his re-
cent claim that the concept 
of ‘jihad’ finds mention not 
only in the Quran but in 
the Bhagwad Gita and in 
Christianity as well. Patil’s 
remarks have drawn flak 
from the BJP which has hit 
out at the Congress for “Hin-
du hatred” and “votebank 
politics.” 

At a book launch event 
in the national capital on 
Thursday, Patil said that 
Lord Krishna also taught 
lessons of jihad to Arjun in 
a part of Gita in the Mahab-
harat. “It’s said there is a lot 
of discussion on Jihad in Is-
lam religion... Even after all 
efforts, if someone doesn’t 
understand clean ideas, 
then power can be used. It is 
not just in the Quran Sharif, 
but also in the Mahabharata 
of which Gita is a part,” Patil 
said. 
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PM’s Himalayan vision: Rs 2430 cr ropeway 
projects to connect with spiritual India

Fruit juice instead of blood platelets: 
Govt seals UP hospital, 10 arrested 

media facing challenge from 
independent content creatorS: 
kartikeya Sharma

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
dream and long-cherished vision for 
the Himalayan regions got another 
boost on Friday when he laid the 
foundation stone of various connectiv-
ity projects at Mana village of Cham-
oli district in Uttarakhand. As he un-

veiled the Kedarnath Ropeway Project, 
costing Rs 2430 crore, a 2001video of 
Modi went viral that articulated his 
long-standing passion towards the 
Himalayan regions. He was talking 
about how Himalayan regions serve 
spiritual connection with the rest of 
the country. 

Continuing with that legacy, Prime 
Minister laid the foundation stone 

of the Kedarnath Ropeway Project 
at Mana village in Uttarakhand that 
will connect the tourists with spiritual 
places. 
“Mana village is considered as the 
last village of India. But from now 
onwards, every village located in the 
border areas will be considered as the 
first village of India,” said PM Modi. 

“Due to the 

A private hospital in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Prayagraj has 
been sealed for allegedly 
transfusing fruit juice in-
stead of blood platelets into 
a dengue patient who died 

later, according to an offi-
cial. 

A probe was ordered after 
the incident came to light 
in which, according to Ad-
ditional Chief Medical Of-
ficer, Dr AK Tiwari, “some 
irregularities” were found. 

“CMO ordered a probe af-

ter the patient died. In the 
probe, some irregularities 
were found. It has been 
sealed till the probe is com-
pleted,” the additional CMO 
said on Thursday. 
“It is a matter of probe. The 
probe will take action. The 
complainant has filed an 

FIR.”
Deputy Chief Minister 

Brajesh Pathak assured 
strict action against the hos-
pital if found guilty. He said 
that the platelets packet has 
been sent for testing. 
“Taking cognizance of the 

The largest and most demo-
cratic industry body of top 
pan-India television news 
organizations and digital 
publishers, News Broad-
casters Federation (NBF) 
National Conclave held an 
event here under the theme 

‘Future of News’. 
Participating a panel dis-

cussion, Member of Parlia-
ment Kartikeya Sharma said, 

“I don’t think that there is any 
doubt about core function 

of a media business is to be 
the fourth estate and invite 
the qualities of a democratic 
setup, but that doesn’t take 
us away from the fact that 
we are running a business 
at the end of the day.” 

He added, “We have a sys-
tematic problem in the news 
industry at multiple levels. 
So we spoke about the only 
source of revenue being ad-
vertisements which should 
not be the case ideally. And 
if that were to change, the 
income streams will also 
change. We need to look at 

the systematic setup as to 
why we are in the industry 
and why we are in a position 
we are in.”

Kartikeya Sharma also 
questioned the rationale of 
advertisers, “Why is it that 
advertisers are only look-
ing at numbers if that is not 
the only thing is communi-
cating? A channel can have 
a 5% share. But who is to 
say which 5% of people are 
watching the channel?”

Talking about the various 
revenue models, Kartikeya 
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of religion’, sc on hate speech 

Activities 
Preven-

tion Act (UAPA) 
and other rel-
evant penal laws 

against the speakers and 
organisations engaging in 
such hate crimes. 

The plea said news and 
media platforms that con-
duct programmes openly 
demonise the Muslim com-
munity. “Public speeches 
openly call for genocide of 

Muslims or speeches call-
ing for economic and social 
boycott of Muslims. Open 
participation by members 
of the ruling political party 
in delivering hate speeches 
targeting Muslims,” it add-
ed. 

“Despite the fact that this 
Court has been cognisant of 
the genocidal speeches and 
hate crimes against Mus-
lims made at several events 
and several orders have 

been passed by this Court 
directing the authorities 
concerned to take appropri-
ate action, the circumstanc-
es of the country only seem 
to be worsening with the 
growing radicalisation of 
the Hindu community and 
the propagation of wide-
spread hate against Mus-
lims that also culminates 
into the physical abuse of 
Muslims by radical ele-
ments,” the plea stated. 

viral video 
of Jhalwa-based 
Global Hospital 
offering ‘Mos-

sami’ juice to a dengue pa-
tient in place of platelets in 
the district Prayagraj, the 
hospital has been immedi-
ately sealed and the plate-
lets packet has been sent for 
testing. If found guilty, strict 
action will be taken against 
the hospital,” Pathak tweet-
ed in Hindi. 

However, according to the 
owner of the hospital, Sau-
rabh Mishra, the platelets 
were brought by the atten-
dants of the patient. “The 
attendants were given the 

slip to bring platelets. They 
brought 5 units of platelets 
in the evening. When 3 
units were used, there was 
a reaction on the patient, we 
stopped the transfusion. 

The platelets that were 
brought by the attendants 
of the patient were trans-
fused to the patient. It be-
longed to the SRN Blood 
Bank. 

The hospital has no re-
sponsibility for it,” he said. 

Stating that the hospital 
does not have the authority 
to test the platelets, he held 
the attendants responsible 
for bringing the platelets. 

“We do not have the author-

ity to test the platelets to 
verify their validity. We do 
not test the platelets that 
the attendants bring. How 
is the hospital responsible 
if the attendants fetch the 
wrong platelets? 

It should be the respon-
sibility of the attendants to 
ascertain whether they are 
authentic,” he said. 
“We had referred the pa-
tient to the higher centre af-
ter the attendants requested 
following the deterioration 
in the patient’s health. The 
patient had not died here, 
the death happened two 
days later in another hospi-
tal,” Mishra added.

darshan 
of the lord, 

me and my coun-
try-people are 
blessed,” he said.

The prime minister said 
the construction of rope-
way projects will provide a 
fillip to economic develop-
ment in Uttarakhand, add-
ing that heritage and devel-
opment are the two pillars 
on which new India of 21st 
century can be built. “The 
construction of ropeway 
projects (Gaurikund to Ke-
darnath and Govindghat 
to Hemkund Sahib) is not 
just to provide connectivity 
but it will give a fillip to the 
economic development in 
the state. The launch of the 
ropeway at Shri Hemkund 
Sahib will light up celebra-
tions throughout the world,” 
said the PM.

He said that the develop-
ment initiatives in places 
of spiritual importance are 
helping devotees and pro-

moting tourism at these 
places. 
“The development of spiri-
tual places will not only 
provide convenience to all 
the devotees but also attract 
the youth of this country. 

All development initiatives 
in our country should also 
focus on inclusivity. A rope-
way will allow Divyangs 
easy access to our places of 
religious & spiritual impor-
tance,” he added.

Delhi Environment Minis-
ter Gopal Rai on Saturday 
said that the Delhi Govern-
ment has started a 15-point 
Winter Action Plan in order 
to reduce the dust pollution 
owing to stubble burning in 
the National Capital.

“A dust campaign is be-
ing run to stop the burn-
ing of stubble inside Delhi. 
Bio-de-composer is being 
used to stop the burning of 
firecrackers on Diwali in the 
same episode in Delhi,” he 
said. 

The Delhi Environment 
Minister further added that 
as many as 51,000 diyas 
have been lit here to give 
only one message that there 
can be such beautiful Diwali 
too. 

“The purpose is only that 
we should celebrate happi-
ness by lighting diyas, not 
firecrackers because Deep-
awali is celebrated with di-
yas and not with firecrack-
ers,” he said. 

Talking about the video 
that went viral in which 
an AAP worker was seen 
bursting crackers he said, 
“If pollution will increase 
in Delhi, then we all have 
to breathe, if we will try to-
gether it is only then that we 
will be able to keep Delhi’s 
air clean”. 

Earlier on October 19, 
Delhi Environment Minis-
ter and Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) leader Gopal Rai 
on Wednesday said that 
the Delhi government has 
banned the production, 
storage, sale, and bursting 
of crackers this year as well 

with fines and jail terms in 
case of violation. 

While addressing a press 
conference, Rai said “This 
year as well, there is a ban 
on production, sale, storage 
and bursting of crackers.” 
“Sale or storage of firecrack-
ers in Delhi can be punished 
with a fine of Rs 5,000 and/
or imprisonment for three 
years,” he said. 

The minister further said 
that strict action will be 
taken against those burst-
ing crackers before Diwali. 
“Strict action will be taken 
against those who burst 
crackers till Diwali. 

Under section 268 of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC), 
there is a provision of a fine 
of Rs 200 and/or jail for 6 
months against those who 
burst crackers,” he further 
said. 

fruit juice instead of Blood platelets: 
govt seals up hospital, 10 arrested 

pM’s hiMalayan vision:  
rs 2430 cr ropeway projects to 
connect with spiritual india

Delhi plans to reduce stubble 
burning-triggered pollution

good terrorisM, Bad terrorisM can’t 
go together: aMit shah 

Shivraj Patil draws link 
between ‘Jihad’ and 
Gita, BJP fumes

“Shri 
K r i s h n a  a l s o 
talks to Arjuna 
about jihad. It is 

not like this is only in the 
Quran Sharif or the Gita but 
in Christianity also it is writ-
ten...Christ has said that I 
have not come here to estab-
lish peace but I have come 
here with sword,” Patil said. 

Speaking in Hindi, the 
Congress leader said that “if 
even after explaining every-
thing, people do not under-
stand and they are arriving 
with weapons then you can-
not run, you cannot call that 
jihad and you cannot call it 
wrong, this is what must be 
understood, there should 
not be this concept of mak-
ing people understand with 
weapons in hand.” 

Patil who was Union home 
minister from 2004 to 2008 
and the Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha from 1991 to 1996 was 
addressing the audience at a 
book launch of Congress 

leader and former Union 
Minister Mohsina Kidwai. 
Among the other dignitaries 
present at the launch were 
Shashi Tharoor, Digvijaya 
Singh, Farooq Abdullah and 
Sushil Kumar Shinde. 

Meanwhile,  BJP has 
hit out at the “votebank 
politics” of the Congress. 

“After AAP’s Gopal Italia & 
Rajendra Pal, not to be out-
done in Hindu hatred & 
votebank politics, Congress’ 
Shivraj Patil says Shri Krish-
na taught “Jihad” to Arjun! 
Congress coined Hindu/Saf-
fron terror, opposed Ram 
Mandir, Questioned Ram 
JI’s existence, said Hindu-
tva = ISIS,” BJP spokesper-
son Shehzad Poonawalla 
tweeted. 
“Instead of apologising 
unconditionally Shivraj 
Patil is justifing and defend-
ing his statement linking 
Shri Krishna’s message 
to Arjun with jihad. And 
within a few hours we see 

Udit Raj, another national 
spokesperson of Congress 
spewing venom against 
Hindu Aastha and faith 
and hurting sentiments of 
crores. This shows it isn’t 
a (coincidence) sanyog but 
a vote bank ka prayog of 
Congress.” He said that 
there was a competition of 
appeasement between Con-
gress and Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) before Gujarat to po-
larise a vote bank by abus-
ing and insulting Hindus. 

“Feeling that Gopal Italia, Ra-
jendra Pal of AAP were get-
ting ahead by abusing Hin-
dus and Katha and Mandir 
now Congress leadership 
has instructed its leaders to 
abuse Hindus and Hindu 
faith”

He said that Shivraj Patil 
was a Gandhi family loyal-
ist who had earlier coined 
the Hindu-Saffron terror 
narrative. “This was not a 
misquotation as claimed by 
Shivraj Patil,” he added.

Noting that Pakistan has 
been forced to take some 
action against well-known 
terrorists as a result of FATF 
scrutiny, India on Friday said 
that Islamabad must take 
credible, and verifiable ac-
tion against terrorism and 
terrorist financing emanat-
ing from territories under its 
control. 

In response to media que-
ries about Pakistan having 
been taken off the FATF 

‘grey list’, MEA spokesperson 
Arindam Bagchi referred to 
the global watchdog’s re-
marks that Pakistan would 
continue to work to improve 
its Anti Money Laundering 
and Counter Terror Financ-
ing system. “We have seen 
reports relating to Pakistan 
in the context of the Fi-
nancial Action Task Force 
(FATF) plenary in Paris. We 
understand that Pakistan 
will continue to work with 
the Asia Pacific Group on 
Money Laundering (APG) 

to further improve its Anti 
Money Laundering (AML) 
/Counter Terror Financing 
(CFT) system,” he said. 
“As a result of FATF scrutiny, 
Pakistan has been forced to 
take some action against 
well-known terrorists, in-
cluding those involved in 
attacks against the entire 
international community in 
Mumbai on 26/11,” he added. 

Bagchi said it is in global 
interest that “the world re-
mains clear that Pakistan 
must continue to take cred-
ible, verifiable, irrevers-
ible and sustained action 
against terrorism and ter-
rorist financing emanating 
from territories under its 
control.” 

Pakistan has been on the 
Paris-based watchdog’s 
grey list for deficiencies in 
its counter-terror financing 
and anti-money launder-
ing regimes since June 2018. 
This greylisting has ad-
versely impacted its imports, 
exports and remittances 
and limited its access to in-
ternational lending.

Boeing has announced a 
significant expansion of its 
partnerships within the In-
dian Maintenance, Repair 
and Overhaul ecosystem 
over the last year and said 
that the MRO to support 
Indian customers efficient-
ly, remains a top priority 
for the company. 

Boeing has concluded 
considerable work agree-
ments and deliveries with 
diverse indigenous part-
ners across the public as 

well as private sectors, in-
cluding AI Engineering 
Services Ltd., Horizon 
Aerospace, and Air Works 
Group. 

According to an official 
statement, in 2021, Boe-
ing launched the Boeing 
India Repair Development 
and Sustainment (BIRDS) 
program in its effort to 
help develop India into 
a regional MRO hub, en-
abling engineering, main-
tenance, skilling, repair 
and sustainment services 
of defence and commercial 
aircraft in India, for India.

on board, during 
the Search and 
Rescue Operation, 
the team has re-

covered the mortal remains 
of four individuals out of the 
five till now. 

The cause of the crash at 
this stage is not known. De-
tails are being ascertained,” 
the PRO added.

Earlier on October 5 this 
year, an Indian Army pilot 
lost his life in a Cheetah he-
licopter crash near Tawang 
area of Arunachal Pradesh. 

“The Cheetah helicopter fly-
ing in forward areas near 

Tawang crashed at around 
10:00 AM during a routine 
sortie. Both the pilots were 

evacuated to the nearest 
Military Hospital,” Army 
officials had said.

Pakistan 
“is no longer sub-
ject to FATF’s in-
creased monitor-

ing process; to continue to 
work with APG to further 
improve its AML/CFT,” the 
watchdog said. 

Pakistan has been on the 
Paris-based watchdog’s 
grey list for deficiencies in 
its counter-terror financ-
ing and anti-money laun-
dering regimes since June 
2018. This greylisting has 
adversely impacted its im-
ports, exports and remit-
tances and limited its access 
to international lending. 

At the June plenary, FATF 

retained Pakistan on its 
grey list and had said a final 
decision to remove it from 
the list will be taken after an 

“on-site” verification visit. 
Later in September, a FATF 
team visited Pakistan. 

The FATF had issued the 
27-point action plan after 
placing Pakistan on the 
grey list in June 2018. 

The action plan pertained 
to curbing money launder-
ing and terror financing. 
This inclusion in the grey 
list serves as a warning to 
the country that it may en-
ter the blacklist. 

Pakistan was first put 
on the grey list in 2008, 

removed in 2009 and 
then again remained un-
der increased monitor-
ing from 2012 to 2015. 
The FATF Plenary is the 
decision-making body of 
the FATF. It meets three 
times every year. 

Delegates representing 
206 members of the Global 
Network and observer or-
ganisations, including the 
International Monetary 
Fund, the United Nations, 
the World Bank, INTER-
POL and the Egmont Group 
of Financial Intelligence 
Units, participated in the 
Working Group and Ple-
nary meetings in Paris. 

Sharma 
elaborated on 
subscription. He 
said, “Subscrip-

tion will be possible only if 
the consumers think that the 
content is worth paying for 
it. And that will only happen 
when there is a commonal-
ity in consuming content. I 
think the future for sub-
scriptions lies in communi-
ties. A common platform 
where people come together 
to use content, consume it.” 

At multiple levels, he said, 
many are not realising the 
fact that the industry is 

changing a lot and consoli-
dation is happening. “But 
the real change in not hap-
pening within, it is actually 
happening in new areas of 
media.  So, traditional broad-
cast business is facing chal-
lenges from independent 
content creators, and going 
forward I think we really 
need to concentrate on how 
we actually monetize each 
and every aspect of it and 
create new revenue streams. 
We can’t be traditional based 
on just pure play advertising 
and that thing that would 
make us profitable per say.”

In a veiled attack on Pakistan, 
Shah stressed on the need to 
achieve a consensus among coun-

tries across the world to tackle cross-border 
propagation of terrorist ideologies through 
online radicalisation.  “First of all, all countries 
must agree on the definition of terrorism and 
terrorist. The commitment to fight terrorism 
together, and narratives such as good terror-
ism, bad terrorism and small and big terrorist 

attacks, do not go together,” Shah said. 
“We also need to achieve a consensus on the 
cross-border propagation of terrorist ideolo-
gies through online radicalization.” 

The Home Minister further pointed “we can-
not consider this to be a political problem”. 

“We must all be committed to ensuring that 
an effective fight against terrorism should be 
long-term, comprehensive and sustainable,” 
Shah said. 

at village Bordering china, pM 
pitches for ‘vocal for local’
Badrinath: As part of the Vocal for Local initiative, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi during his visit to Uttarakhand 
on Friday appealed to people, particularly tourists, to 
spend money on purchasing locally made products. “I 
appeal to all tourists in the country to spend at least 5 
per cent of their travel budget on buying local products,” 
Prime Minister Modi said at a public event held at Badri-
nath’s Mana, the last village bordering China. On the oc-
casion, Prime Minister Modi laid the foundation stone for 
road widening projects worth around Rs 1,000 crore. The 
two road widening projects - from Mana to Mana Pass 
(NH07) and from Joshimath to Malari (NH107B) - shall 
be another step towards providing last-mile all-weather 
road connectivity to our border areas. Apart from boost-
ing connectivity, these projects will also prove beneficial 
from a strategic point of view as well.

MP Kartikeya Sharma at the NBF Conclave in a panel discussion. 

Smoke seen coming out from the accident site where an Advanced 
Light Helicopter (ALH) military chopper crashed near the Tuting 
area, in the Upper Siang district of Arunachal Pradesh on Friday. 
ANI
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Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will launch Rozgar 
Mela, the recruitment drive 
for 10 lakh personnel, on 
Saturday at 11 am via video 
conference, as per an official 
statement.

According to Eastern 
Railway PRO, during the 
ceremony, appointment let-
ters will be handed over to 
75,000 newly inducted ap-
pointees, selected through 
recruiting agencies such as 
UPSC, SSC, Railway Re-
cruitment Boards etc. The 
Prime Minister will also 
address the appointees on 

the occasion. At the Kolkata 
venue, appointment letters 
will be handed over to new 
recruits of different min-
istries and departments at 
Swami Vivekananda Audi-
torium of Heritage Institute 
of Technology, Chowbaga 
Road, Anandapur, Kol-
kata-70010, said the state-
ment.

It may be noted that, since 
June 1, 2022, 333 new re-
cruitments have been final-
ised on the Eastern Railway. 
Apart from that, offer letters 
for 102 candidates will be 
handed over. The new re-
cruiters of Eastern Railway 
will join the programme 
either by physically appear-

ing at the venue of Heritage 
Institute of Technology or 
through virtual mode, said 
the official statement.

This will be a significant 
step forward towards em-
ployment generation to the 
tune of 10 lakh under the 
able leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

As per directives of the 
Prime Minister, all Minis-
tries and Departments are 
working in tandem towards 
filling up vacancies in Mis-
sion Mode. The incumbents 
selected from across the 
country will join different 
Ministries and Depart-
ments of the Government of 
India.

Two women were injured 
after two groups of people 
supporting different candi-
dates for the post of Apart-
ment Owners Association 
(AOA) president of Noida’s 
Hyde Park society clashed on 
Thursday.

The police have registered a 
complaint and detained two 

guards. In the viral video, 
some people were seen fight-
ing, and guards were trying 
to stop them. The protesting 
women were also seen pulling 
a lady guard by her hair in the 
video. Even guards are seen 
fighting with sticks.

According to Gautam Bud-
dha Nagar Police, the dispute 
was going on between the two 
parties in Hyde Park Society, 
under the police station Sec-

tor-113 area, regarding the 
post of AOA President, in 
which a case has been regis-
tered under Section 107/116 of 
the CrPC.

“Two groups of people sup-
porting different candidates 
for the post of Apartment 
Owners Association Presi-
dent of Noida’s Hyde Park 
society got into a clash yester-
day. Two women had minor 
injuries,” said DCP Noida.

On Thursday, there was 
a brawl between Pushpen-
dra Paksha and Dinesh Negi 
Paksha in which Dinesh Negi 
Paksha was assaulted by the 
guards of the society, police 
said. “Based on the complaint 
of the victim, necessary legal 
action is being taken. Two 
guards have been taken into 
custody by the police, and 
CCTVs are being watched,” 
the police added.

The Delhi High Court has 
granted transit anticipatory 
bail to recently suspended 
IAS officer Jitendra Narain 
in an alleged sexual assault 
of a woman.

The bench of Justice Yogesh 
Khanna while granting the 
transit anticipatory bail said, 
considering the submissions 
and without giving any opin-
ion on merits, it deemed it 
was appropriate to allow the 
petitioner/Jitender Narain 
to avail his legal remedy to 
approach the Court at Port 
Blair till 28 October, 2022, 
and is protected only till that 
date. The court clarifies that 
this order of protection from 
arrest will be automatically 
revoked on 29 October.

The bench also stated that 
allegations at this stage are 
not permitted as it may prej-
udice the case of either party.

Rather than it would be 
in the fitness of things, the 
court concerned, who is 
seized of the matter, should 
look into the merits or de-
merits of the case. The peti-
tioner only asks for protec-
tion to avail legal remedy 
before the Court at Circuit 
Bench at Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands, Port Blair.

Jitendra Narain, a senior 
IAS officer and former Chief 
Secretary of the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands, was 
recently suspended with 
immediate effect by the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
following allegations of sex-
ual assault. An FIR has been 
registered against Narain, 

who is a 1990-batch IAS of-
ficer of the AGMUT cadre.

Petition moved in Delhi HC 
stated that while serving as 
Chief Secretary, he attempt-
ed to implement various 
reforms in various depart-
ments of the administration, 
earning the wrath and en-
mity of various individuals 
both inside and outside the 
administration.

Jitendra Narain specifi-
cally refers to the fact that 
on 20 April, 2022, he passed 
an order imposing a minor 
penalty upon a junior engi-
neer for some misconduct. 
It is stated thereafter that the 
Lieutenant Governor had re-
moved that junior engineer 
from service on 15.01.2022 
and the present FIR has been 
filed by the daughter-in-law 
of that junior engineer.

Senior Advocate Vikas 
Pahwa, along with Advo-
cates Gaurav Gupta and 
Samyak Gangwal, appeared 
for Jitendra Narain and 
submitted before the court 
that on 22 August, 2022, the 
first complaint was filed by 
the prosecutrix before the 
SHO concerned, wherein 
she gave two dates when 
she was sexually exploited: 
14 April, 2022, and 1 May, 
2022, when she was called 
by the petitioner at his resi-
dence at about 9 PM and she 
stayed there till 11 PM, where 
the petitioner, along with an-
other official, namely Rishi, 
had allegedly raped her.

The prosecutrix in her 
complaint under Section 
156(3) CrPc., filed along with 
an affidavit and the FIR dat-
ed 01.10.2022, again gave 

these two dates when rape 
was allegedly committed. 
Lawyers argued

Lawyers further submitted 
that the petitioner from April 
14, 2022, to April 18, 2022, 
was not in Andaman and 
Nicobar Island but rather 
was in Delhi and purport-
edly filed sufficient evidence 
for the same.

During the course of argu-
ments, the ASC for the State 
also did not deny this fact.

On the second date of the 
incident, viz., May 1, 2022, it 
is stated that no doubt the pe-
titioner was at his residence 
but his family members and 
guests were there and such 
an incident could not have 
happened in their presence.

Jitendra Narain stated in a 
plea that the complaint was 
motivated because it was 
filed by the daughter-in-law 
of an official to whom he 
had issued a minor penalty 
and who was eventually re-
moved from service.

Advocate Rajat Nair, along 
with Dhruv Pande, appeared 
for the state and opposed the 
transit bail plea and sub-
mitted that there are clear 
and categorical allegations 
against the petitioner for hav-
ing sexual intercourse with 
the prosecutrix on two in-
stances against her consent, 
and that such a statement 
alone is enough to convict the 
petitioner. It was also stated 
an application for anticipa-
tory bail by a co-accused was 
dismissed by the competent 
court. It was submitted that 
there were instances of tam-
pering with the evidence 
against the petitioner.

The Supreme Court has issued notice to 
“Common Cause” on the Centre’s plea seek-
ing modification of its order which barred 
the government from extending the tenure 
of Sanjay Kumar Mishra, the director of the 
Enforcement Directorate.

A bench of Justices BR Gavai and BV Naga-
rathna, in its order delivered on Thursday, 
said, “Issue notice, returnable on 07.11.2022.” 
Advocate Prashant Bhushan, counsel ap-
pearing for the respondent, accepted the 
notice.

The Centre was represented by Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta, and advocates 
Mukesh Kumar Maroria, Rajat Nair, and 
Kanu Agarwal.

The Centre has filed an application seek-
ing a modification of the court order dated 
8 September, 2021, whereby it was ordered 
that there should be no further extension 
granted to Sanjay Kumar Mishra, the incum-
bent Director, and ED.

In its plea, the Centre requested that the ob-
servation that “no further extension shall be 
granted to the second respondent” be modi-

fied and that the said direction be deleted in 
light of subsequent amendments to the fifth 
proviso to Fundamental Rule 56(d) of the 
Government of India’s Fundamental Rules, 
1922 and Section 25 of the Central Vigilance 
Commission Act, 2003.

The top court, in its order dated 8 Septem-
ber, 2021, said that no further extension shall 
be granted to the second respondent, i.e., to 
Sanjay Kumar Mishra.

According to the Centre, following the 
aforementioned judgment, on 14 November, 
2021, the President of India was pleased to 
promulgate the Central Vigilance Commis-
sion (Amendment) Ordinance, 2021, by 
which two provisos were added to Section 
25(d) of the CVC Act.Section 25(d) of the CVC 
Act, provides that a Director of Enforcement 
shall continue to hold office for a period of not 
less than two years from the date on which he 
assumes office.

The provisos introduced by way of the Or-
dinance dated 14.11.2021 enable the extension 
of the term of the Director of Enforcement, 
subject to a maximum term of service of five 
years. The Amendment was introduced by 
the two provisions to Section 25(d) of the CVC 
Act. 

The Supreme Court of India 
dismissed a PIL seeking to 
unlock the rooms of the Taj 
Mahal, saying that this is 
merely a public interest pe-
tition. A bench comprising 
Justice MR Shah and MM 
Sundresh upheld the order 
of the Allahabad High Court.

The petition was filed by 
a BJP leader named Dr Ra-
jneesh Singh, who claimed 
that the Taj Mahal is a Shiva 
Temple built by Raja Jay 
Singh as Tejo Mahalaya, 
rather than a mosque.The 
petitioner sought a direction 
to the government to consti-
tute a fact-finding committee 
for the verification of impor-
tant historical evidence.

The petitioner said that 
some idols and inscriptions 
are believed to be hidden in-
side the Taj Mahal on the or-
ders of the Mughal Emperor 
Shah Jahan.

Right-wingers claim that 
the history of the Taj Mahal 
taught in schools is false.
So the locked rooms of the 

monuments should be open 
for study to put reality before 
the masses.

The Supreme Court bench 
has said that the Allahabad 
High Court was not in error 
in dismissing the petition, 
which is more of a publicity 
interest litigation 

The petitioner had argued 

before the Allahabad High 
Court that many Hindu 
groups have been claiming 
that the Taj Mahal is an old 
Shiva Temple, which was 
known as Tejo Mahalaya, a 
theory that was supported 
by many historians as well.

It was contended that these 
claims have led to a situation 
where Hindus and Muslims 
are fighting with each other, 
and therefore the contro-
versy needs to be put to rest.

Petitioner Dr. Rajneesh 
Singh stated that there are 
22 rooms situated in the up-
per and lower portions of the 
four-storied building of the 
Taj Mahal that are perma-
nently locked. Historians 
such as PN Oak included 
strong evidence of the Shiva 
Temple in his book. 

PM Modi to launch ‘Rozgar 
Mela’ recruitment drive 

two women injured after clash during 
noida’s hyde park society polls

suspended ias officer gets transit bail 
from delhi hc in sexual assault case

sc issues notice on plea over 
ed’s director tenure extension

supreme court dismisses plea to open 
rooms in taj mahal
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rights

The Supreme Court has is-
sued notice to the Centre and 
others on a plea seeking the 
construction of feeding and 
childcare rooms and any oth-
er facilities related to infants 
and mothers in public places. 
On Thursday, a bench of jus-
tices, Dinesh Maheshwari 
and JK Maheshwari, issued 
notice to the Centre and oth-
ers on the petition filed by an 
NGO, Maatr Sparsh.

The petitioner, Maatr 
Sparsh, an initiative by the 
Avyaan Foundation, is an 
NGO that is working to-
wards setting up feeding 

rooms, child care rooms, and 
creches in public places.

Advocates Neha Rastogi, 
Animesh Rastogi, and Ab-
himanue Shrestha appeared 
for the petitioner.

“That feeding rooms and 
child care rooms in all the 
public places are so very im-
portant in today’s scenario 
when women are equally 
participating in the econom-
ic growth of this nation and 
are stepping out in such large 
numbers. Therefore, basic 
facilities such as feeding 
rooms and child care rooms 
shall be provided at all pub-
lic places so that women can 
lead their lives with dignity 
and their privacy is not in-

fringed upon,” the petitioner 
said.

“That right to life and pri-
vacy are inalienable, insepa-
rable and integral parts of 
the Constitution of India as 
enshrined in Part III of the 
Constitution of India,” the 
petitioner further said, add-
ing that there are various 
provisions in labour laws for 
setting up creches and other 
facilities for women and 
children. This clearly shows 
that the right to have proper 
nursing of a child is his/her 
fundamental right and it is 
also recognised to be one of 
the most important rights.

However, nursing a child 
with privacy and dignity 

is the fundamental right of 
every single woman, which 
is being infringed upon each 
time due to the lack of ba-
sic facilities such as feeding 
rooms and child care rooms 
for women and children in 
public places, the petition 
said.

“The Union of India and 
states are well aware that 
feeding rooms and child care 
rooms at public places are es-
sential services that ought to 
be provided. However, no 
concrete steps have been 
taken by them and there is 
a need for comprehensive 
guidelines for the setting up 
of these facilities at all public 
places,” the petition said.

Apex Court notice to Centre on plea 
seeking childcare rooms in public places
TDG NETWORK
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investigation

The Supreme Court 
has agreed to hear 
a fresh writ petition 

against the remittance of 11 
convicts in the Bilkis Bano 
case. Bilkis Bano is a victim 
of the post-Godhara Riots 
of Guajarata in 2002.

A fresh petition, moved 
by a women’s organisation 
named the National Fed-
eration of Indian Women, 
challenging the remission 
of sentence and the re-
lease of convicts in the Bil-
kis Bano gang-rape case, 
whose convicts were also 
involved in the killing of 
seven of her family mem-
bers

A bench comprising jus-
tices Ajay Rastogi and C T 

Ravikumar attached the 
matter with the main peti-
tion and said it would be 
heard along with it.

Earlier,  the Supreme 
Court had said on 18th Oc-

tober that Gujarat govern-
ment’s reply to petitions 
challenging the remission 
is very bulky, wherein a 
series of judgments have 
been quoted but factual 

statements are missing.
It granted time to the 

petitioners to file their re-
sponse to the Gujarat gov-
ernment’s affidavit and 
said it would hear the mat-
ter on November 29.

Bilkis Bano was 21 years 
old and five months preg-
nant when she was gang-
raped while fleeing the 
riots that broke out after 
the Godhra train burning 
incident. Her three-year-
old daughter was among 
the seven family members 
killed.

The 11 men convicted in 
the case walked out of the 
Godhra sub-jail on August 
15 after the Gujarat govern-
ment allowed their release 
under its remission policy. 
They had each served more 
than 15 years in jail.

bilkis bano case: sc agrees 
on fresh plea challenging 
remission of 11 convicts
yOGDaTTa RajEEv
NEW DELHI

top of the day

police arrests 
chinese woman 
for involvement 
in anti-national 
activities
NEW DELHI: The police’s 
special cell team appre-
hended a Chinese national 
disguised as a Nepalese 
citizen from the national 
capital on Thursday, in-
volved in an alleged anti-
national activity, officials 
said. The Chinese lady iden-
tified as Cai Ruo was ar-
rested from Majnu Ka Tila, 
Delhi, following searches 
based on the information 
received, Delhi police said. 
After further investigation, 
it was revealed that the ar-
rested foreign national was 
residing in India with a fake 
Nepalese identity.

pm modi to visit 
ayodhya on eve of 
diwali
NEW DELHI: On the eve 
of Diwali, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will visit 
Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh, 
said the Prime Minister’s 
Office on Friday. On Octo-
ber 23, PM Modi will per-
form darshan and pooja of 
Bhagwan Shree Ramlala 
Virajman at around 5 PM. 
Following the prayer ses-
sion, PM Modi will conduct 
an inspection of the Shri 
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth 
Kshetra site. At around 
5:45 PM, he will perform 
the Rajyabhishek of the 
symbolic Bhagwan Shri 
Ram. The Prime Minister 
will witness Aarti at New 
Ghat, Saryu River, which 
will be followed by the 
commencement of the 
grand Deepotsav celebra-
tions by the Prime Minister, 

“read an official statement 
by PMO.”

international 
conference on 
climate change 
begins in j-k
JAMMU AND KASHMIR: 
A two-day International 
conference on “Existing 
Climate Change Sce-
nario and its Arising Risks” 
commenced on Friday at 
SKUAST-Jammu with its 
formal inauguration by 
Additional Chief Secretary 
(ACS), Atal Dulloo. The 
official statement stated 
that the conference is be-
ing organized by Mahima 
Research Foundation in 
conjunction with the Social 
Welfare Department and 
Sher-e-Kashmir University 
of Agricultural Sciences 
and Technology, Jammu.  
Dulloo visited the beekeep-
ing unit, mushroom unit, 
Technology Park, integrated 
farming system research 
centre and centre for 
organic farming.

'khushiyan by 
hilton' diwali 
hampers 
launched
NEW DELHI: Hilton 
released their Diwali ham-
pers this year, “Khushiyan 
by Hlton”. It is a thoughtful-
ly curated, exquisite range 
of luxury hampers that 
include all the must have 
goodies and delicious bites 
one love such as Kimia 
Dates & Pistachio Barfi, 
Multi Seed and Walnut 
Ladoo, Ragi & Cardamom 
Barfi, Mysore Pak, Malai 
Peda, Kaju Tokri and much 
more. One can choose from 
Premium Khushiyan Mithai 
Box, Classic Khushiyan 
Mithai Box, Festive Khushi-
yan Mithai Box, Indian Sig-
nature, Sweet Indulgence, 
Celebration, Mini Treasure 
and Treasure Trunk of Joy.

what is bilkis bano case?
NEW DELHI: Bilkis Bano is a gangrape survivor of the 
post-Godhra riots in 2002. Her case was taken up by the 
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) and the 
Supreme Court.

Later, the Supreme Court transferred the investiga-
tion to the CBI and the case to Mumbai to facilitate a 
free and fair trial.

Eleven men were convicted by the trial court and sen-
tenced to life. The Bombay High Court confirmed their 
life terms in 2017.

In 2019, the Supreme Court awarded compensation of 
Rs 50 lakh to Bilkis Bano.

All the 11 convicts in this case were freed from Godhra 
Sub Jail on the 15th of August this year as the Gujarat 
Government released them under remission policy. 
Although all convicts have completed 15 years in jail.

Taj Mahal
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nbf national conclave: future of news

The former Vice Pres-
ident of India, Ven-
kaiah Naidu, opened 

the NBF and lit the lamp.
As the News Broadcaster 

Federation (NBF) opened 
the National Conclave, 
which questioned the fu-
ture course of the news 
industry, the opening cer-
emony was graced with 
the presence of the former 
Vice-President of India, 
Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu.  
Naidu opened the ceremo-
ny by lighting up the lamp 
with the president of NBF, 
Arnab Goswami, CEO of 
Republic TV.

The former vice president 
reiterated in his opening 
speech the importance of 

using our mother tongue, 
and then any other lan-
guage can be followed by it 
as it enables one to articu-
late their thoughts better.

His only advice to the me-
dia fraternity is to “Be near-
er to the truth, and keep 

away from sensationalism. 
And promote national inte-
gration.”

He expressed his delight 
that the conclave is taking a 
step towards discussion on 
strengthening the federa-
tion.

Kerala governor Arif Mo-
hammad Khan threw the 
light on his recent dissension 
with the Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan-led government 
and appealed to the media 
networks to impose “self-
discipline” while covering 
the news.

Speaking at the News 
Broadcaster’s Federation 
conclave, Khan described 
the role of the media in em-
powering people to take in-
formed decisions. He said 
that it is important for the 
media to function without 
bias.

He narrated the story of 
John Swinton, an American 
journalist in the late 1800’s, 
who challenged the notion of 
an independent press held 
by journalists of that time.

He said, “It has been said 
that the greatness of a so-
ciety does not depend on 
the enforcement of posi-
tive laws. And not just free 
choice. There is a grey area 

in between, which is called 
“Obedience of the u n e n -
f o r c e ab l e” .

Khan said that soon after 
assuming the charge of the 
governor, he was criticised 
by both the state government 
and the opposition and ac-
cused him of promoting the 
agenda of the BJP and RSS. 
In response, he announced 
his withdrawal of pleasure.

He was surprised to see 
that newspapers and chan-
nels reported his announce-
ment as a warning to sack 
the ministers. “Newspapers 
in their editorials are say-

ing that I have threatened to 
sack.  I have not. I have said I 
will withdraw my pleasure. 
Both the words are not syn-
onymous. So, therefore, the 
only thing that I can say is 
that I am a great believer in 
The Obedience of the unen-
forced view, “he said.

Khan concluded by saying 
“I hope and pray that when 
all these 68 channels from 
all over India come togeth-
er. It will be, it will become 
much easier to prepare some 
guidelines to impose some 
self-discipline to see to see 
all these issues”.
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Keep away from 
sensationalism: 
venKaiah naidu

Kerala governor appeals for media’s 
self- discipline at nbf conclave

i&b minister anurag thaKur throws light on ‘infodemic’

Union Minister Jitendra Singh explains the 
idea of intellectuality 

Union Minister of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Hardeep 
Puri on Friday said the Nar-
endra Modi government has 
been under constant attack 
and false narratives are be-
ing spread with impunity. 

He was participating in a 
session ‘‘Building India, Bat-
tling fake news’ at the NBF 
conference. 

“I have been a student of 
the false narrative for lon-
ger than I remember. I have 
also written a book in which 
I deal with the issue of the 
false narrative. But I think 
what we are facing here is 
not a false narrative in terms 
of an alternate set of facts. 
I really think what we are 
dealing here is a motivated, 
not properly thought set of 
attacks against the govern-
ment and particularly the 
PM on something on which 
if somebody had introspect-
ed and reflected on it, those 
who are producing the false 
narratives can only be the 
losers.”

The narratives are spread 

through fake news and oth-
er instruments. Maintaining 
the need for the government 
to crack down on fake news, 
Hardeep Puri remarked, 
“Truth is the best defence 
in all cases. Only problem is 
that when you are running 
a government and piece of 
false news going around, 
social media mobilization, 
etc., it can create devastating 
consequences.”  

The Minister gave an ex-
ample of such a narrative. 
Speaking on the controver-
sies over the Kartavya Path 
and alleged destruction of 
trees there, Puri said, “If a 
government owns the land, 
is it within its right to build 
or not build?” He added, “I 
took some media to the Kar-
tavya Path & asked them 
about the Jamun trees that 
were claimed to be uproot-
ed. They couldn’t ask me be-
cause I was standing beneath 
a Jamun tree. Not a single one 
was uprooted”. 

Union Minister Hardeep 
Singh Puri deliberated on 
‘Building India, Battling fake 
news’ in a conversation with 
Arnab Goswami. 

Prime Minister under 
attack through fake 
news: Hardeep Puri 

sideshow

The Minister of State for  Jitendra Singh 
emphasised that today it is no longer 
unfashionable to be a pro-India jour-
nalist.

Speaking at the News Broadcasters 
Federation (NBF) conclave, the minis-
ter said “There was a trend of sound-
ing intellectual by being slightly anti-
India. And that somehow the mind-set 
stepped in that it was synonymous with 
intellectualism.”

He attributed the problem to “our 
legacy of carrying the hangover of fuel 
past”. He said that people, in an attempt 
to be unorthodox, adapted a mind-set 
of criticising India. The minister high-

lighted that even the most advanced 
nations never indulge in such acts.

He narrated the story of a veteran 
journalist turned politician, Inder Jit, 
who questioned former U.S president 
Lyndon Baines Johnson on the inte-
gration of some American states when 
he raised the Kashmir issue.  The then 

president refuted the question, calling 
it a closed chapter.

Singh referred to Kashmir as a closed 
chapter and questioned the stance ad-
opted by the Indian media, saying “in 
the Indian media, somehow, it became 
fashionable to open the closed chapters 
and not let any chapter close down. So 
even if you had to discuss Kashmir, you 
had to discuss the North-East.  You had 
to discuss it with the narrative, which 
would appear as if India is at gross 
fault or committing a sin by taking a 
position”

He congratulated the NBF for ush-
ering in an era of journalism which 
changed the narrative of equating the 
idea of being intellectual with being 
anti-Indian.

“Why road in Delhi be 
named after Aurang-
zeb?”
kanchan Gupta
Senior Advisor, Ministry 
of Information and 
Broadcasting

“Why the road in Lu-
tyens Delhi should 
have been named after 
Aurangzeb? Why do we 
still have a railway sta-
tion in town named af-
ter Bakhtiyar?”
Sudhanshu Trivedi
BJP spokesperson 

“In the late 80s, the 
entire Lutyens media 
was against BJP. But 
we formed the govern-
ment. They were the 
same for Modi ji. They 
should be asked what 
their magic power is 
that whatever they 
gauge is wrong,” 
Annamalai
TN BJP chief

“Any startup will 
have challenges. As a 
woman, I have a little 
more.”
YS Sharmila
President, YSR
Telangana Party 

Union Minister of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting An-
urag Thakur spoke about 
the threats posed to the na-
tion by fake news. 

Speaking at National 
Broadcasters Federation 
conclave on the Future of 
News: Perspectives on Indi-
an Media, Thakur explained 
that, “Infodemic was coined 
during the pandemic to rep-

resent the way fake news is 
spread to hurt the nation. 
Because of false information 
and fabricated news, people 

have lost their lives as well.”
“For any country, media is a 

platform where there’s an at-
tempt to send the right story 

to the right place. And NBF 
has tried to do this. I con-
gratulate you for gathering 
on one platform and trying 
to strengthen democracy”, 
the minister further added. 

The Minister assured all 
the support on behalf of 
the centre government to 
NBF members on tackling 
fake news. He also invited 
suggestions on government 
policies regulating news and 
how India can be brought int 
a leading role. 

Union Minister Anurag Thakur with  MP Kartikeya Sharma
and others.

Jitendra Singh at the NBF conclave.

Kerala Governor Arif Khan emphasising on self regulatory 
mechanisms for media industry.

Baijayant Panda, Vice President, BJP.

AAP’s RS member Raghav Chadda 

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma

Union minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Hardeep Puri.

Former Vice President M.Venkaiah Naidu delivering opening 
remarks at NBF Conclave.

MP  Kartikeya Sharma with other guests at conclave.
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PUNJAB CM CALLS 
FOR HASSLE FREE 
PROCUREMENT OF 
PADDY IN STATE
CHANDIGARH: The Punjab 
Chief Minister on Friday 
emphasised on the need 
for smooth and hassle free 
procurement and lifting of 
the paddy during the ongo-
ing procurement season, 
from the grain markets 
across the state. The Chief 
Minister, while chairing a 
meeting with the Admin-
istrative Secretaries of the 
state government here at 
his office, said that every 
single grain of the farmers 
must be procured and lifted 
without any sort of delay. Sh. 
Bhagwant Mann expressed 
satisfaction over the fact 
that around 50 lakh Metric 
Ton of Paddy has already ar-
rived in the mandis across 
the state and payment 
worth Rs 7,307.93 crore has 
been released.

PUNJAB DGP PAYS 
RICH TRIBUTES TO 
POLICE MARTYRS
JALANDHAR: The 63rd 
state-level Police Com-
memoration Day was 
observed at the Punjab 
Armed Police headquar-
ters here on Friday to pay 
tributes to the brave Police 
personnel of the state who 
sacrificed their lives for 
the unity and integrity of 
the nation. Paying glowing 
tributes to the martyrs of 
the state, Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) Punjab 
Gaurav Yadav said that the 
Punjab Police is an excep-
tional force which served 
the country both in times of 
peace and disturbance.

PUNJAB TO 
DEVELOP ENERGY 
ACTION PLAN
CHANDIGARH: In yet 
another move aimed at 
making optimum use of 
natural resources, Punjab 
will soon come up with 
an Energy Action Plan, 
which will help in reducing 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 
emission by adopting new 
and innovative clean energy 
technologies, informed Mr. 
Sumeet Jarangal, Chief 
Executive Punjab En-
ergy Development Agency 
(PEDA). He was addressing 
the capacity building work-
shop on Training Needs As-
sessment (TNA) for State 
Energy Action Plan, here. 

3 OPERATIVES OF 
LANDA-RINDA 
TERROR MODULE 
HELD IN AMRITSAR
CHANDIGARH: With Punjab 
Police has tightened noose 
around the anti-social 
elements on the directions 
of Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann, Amritsar Commis-
sionerate Police and Anti-
Gangster Task Force (AGTF) 
in a joint operation with Delhi 
Police has arrested three 
operatives of a terrorist mod-
ule and recovered one AK-47 
Assault Rifle and three pistols 
along with ammunition from 
their possession, said Direc-
tor General of Police (DGP) 
Punjab Gaurav Yadav here on 
Friday. The module is being 
jointly handled by Canada-
based terrorist Lakhbir Singh 
alias Landa and Pakistan-
based terrorist Harvinder 
Singh Rinda. Those arrested 
have been identified as Balraj 
Singh of Bhikhiwind in Tarn 
Taran, Aatish Kumar and 
Avinash Kumar, both resident 
of village Sarhali Kalan  
in Tarn Taran.

Punjab Government-led 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann gave a Diwali Bo-
nanza to the government 
employees of the state. Faced 
with several demands from 
government employees, the 
Punjab government on Fri-
day took a decision to restore 
the Old Pension Scheme.

The state cabinet took the 
decision, Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Maan tweeted. 
“Today, in the Punjab cabinet 
meeting, a historic decision 
has been taken for its em-
ploy-ees...your government 
is going to restore the old 
pension scheme...the cabi-
net has given in-principle 
approval to this decision...
We stand by our employees...
promised..delivered...

What we say, we do,” Mann 

tweeted. Earlier, Rajasthan, 
Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand 
too went back to the Old Pen-
sion Scheme and quashed 
the new pension scheme. 
The old pension scheme was 
discontinued in 2003.

At the same time, AAP 
chief and Delhi CM Arvind 
Kejriwal congratulated the 
employees of Punjab on this 
historic decision of the Pun-
jab government. 

CM Kejriwal tweeted 
and wrote, “We had prom-
ised Punjab that we will 
implement the Old Pension 
Scheme in Punjab. Today 
Bhagwant Mann fulfilled the 
promise. Congratulations to 
all the employees of Punjab. 
New Pension Scheme is un-
fair, OPS was implemented 
back in the whole country. If 
HP and the people of Guja-
rat give us a chance, they will 
implement OPS there too.”

GIVING A DIWALI GIFT

PUNJAB GOVT RESTORES 
OLD PENSION SCHEME
TDG NETWORK  
CHANDIGARH

A multi cornered battle is 
set on cards in Adampur 
Assembly seat, In a bid 
to win bypoll all parties 
namely the ruling BJP,  the 
Congress, the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) and Indian Na-
tional Lok Dal  (INLD) are 
on their toes to prove their 
mettle. Political experts are 
of the opinion that the by-
polls could have an impact 
on the forthcoming assem-
bly elections in the state to 
some extent as it is most 
likely to indicate the mood 
of voters. All parties have 
announced the name of star 
campaigners regarding the 
byelection. 

But what emerges as the 
huge problem for the Con-
gress is the tussle between 
the party stalwarts that kept 

many of them away from 
the campaigning for the 
party contestant. Several 
Congress leaders raised the 
matter of taking one sided 
decision by the Hooda fac-
tion. 

Denial of ticket to one of 
the claimants Durdaram 
also led to widened rift 
among the party leaders as 
few of them accused Hooda 
of not taking decision unan-
imously. It also annoyed 
Durdaram and in a reaction 
to this, he quit the Congress. 

Later he was fielded by 
the INLD after he joined 
the party. For the Congress, 
a win would be a shot in 
the arm in a state where it 
is confident of putting up a 
fight in 2024. But present 
political scenario clearly in-
dicates that all is not well in 
the party. 

The party stalwarts name-

ly Kumari Seleja, Kiran 
Chaudhary and Randeep 
Surjewala refrained them-
selves from the campaign-
ing of the party contestant 
Jai Parkash as he is a loyal-
ist and very close to Hooda. 
While all Congress leaders 
insist there are no glitches 
in their ties, but contrary to 
this, there are enough signs 
of a fissure. Hooda faction is 
trying to soothe the nerves 
saying all party leaders 
stand united. 

While the BJP brings 
out all its big guns, in-
cluding most of its MPs, 
MLAs along with cabinet 
ministers from the state. 
Likewise the AAP and the 
INLD are putting their best 
for campaigning. While 
aforesaid senior leaders of 
the Congress are entirely 
missing from the Adampur  
campaign.

ADAMPUR BYPOLLS 

Upset Congress leaders 
refrain from poll drive

 HIMACHAL ELECTIONS

BJP has declared tickets 
for all 68 candidates 
for the Himachal 

Pradesh Assembly elections. 
In the second list released on 
Thursday, Maheshwar Singh 
from Kullu, Maya Sharma 
from Barsar, Prof. Ramku-
mar from Haroli, and Kaul 
Negi declared from Rampur. 
Ramesh Dhawala would 
contest from Dehra and 
Ravinder Singh Ravi, a for-
mer minister would contest 
from Jwalamukhi. This time 
the assembly constituencies 
of Dhawala and Ravinder 
Ravi have been changed. 
Jwalamukhi has been the 
traditional constituency of 
Ramesh Dhawala and Ra-
vindra Ravi was comfortable 
in Dehra. This second list of 
candidates created a ruckus 
in relation to many contest-
ing candidates. 

Bhartiya Janta Party Man-

dal, Dharamshala on Thurs-
day witnessed an En-masse 
resignation of over 150 party 
supporters and workers, 
upset over the party’s deci-
sion to deny ticket of the BJP 
sitting MLA Vishal Nehria 
from Dharamshala constit-
uency ahead of Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly elections.

The BJP Central Election 
Committee on Wednesday 
released its first list of 62 
candidates for the upcom-
ing Himachal Pradesh As-
sembly elections.

However, BJP candidate 
Rakesh Chaudhary on 
Thursday filed his nomi-
nation to contest from the 
Dharamshala seat in the up-
coming Himachal Pradesh 
Assembly polls.

Jwalamukhi has been the 
traditional seat of BJP MLA 
Ramesh Dhawala. Dhawala, 
who reached the assembly 
as an independent MLA in 
1998, later joined the BJP. 
He has been close to for-

mer Chief Minister Shanta 
Kumar. During the last five 
years, Dhawala has been 
seen in aggression against 
the working style of his own 
government. He also had a 
lot of tension with the or-
ganization’s general secre-
tary Pawan Rana. In Jwal-
amukhi, the BJP has divided 
into factions anyway.

Pratibha Virbhadra Singh 
has a house in Rampur. 
This reserved seat has been 
a traditional stronghold of 
the Congress. From here, 
former IAS officer PS Drake 
was given ticket in the 2017 
assembly elections. Before 
that, Brij Lal got the ticket in 
the year 2007. Despite such 
experiments, the BJP kept 
losing elections here. This 
time young Kaul Negi, who 
came to BJP through ABVP, 
has been given ticket. Kaul 
Negi is originally from Kin-
naur. Although there was 
opposition to giving him a 
ticket from the very begin-

ning, but the BJP has done a 
new experiment by reposing 
faith in him.

Dehra: Traditional seat of 
Ravindra Ravi

Dehra has been the tradi-
tional seat of Ravinder Singh 
Ravi, who was a minister in 
the Dhumal government. 
Ravindra Ravi contested the 
election from Dehra after the 
Thural assembly constituen-
cy was abolished during re-
delimitation in 2012. After 
this, he continued to contest 
elections from Dehra until 
2017. Independent MLA 
Hoshiyar Singh defeated 
him in the last assembly 
elections.

Former MLA Baldev 
Sharma’s wife Maya Shar-
ma would contest from Bar-
sar to woo women voters 
here. Baldev Sharma was 
the candidate, but in the as-
sembly elec-tions both the 
times in 2012 and 2017, he 
was defeated by the sitting 
Congress MLA Indradutt 

Lakhanpal. This time by giv-
ing ticket to Baldev Sharma’s 
wife Maya Sharma, BJP has 
set a new board and has also 
targeted women voters here.

After a long discussion, 
the BJP decided to place 
Prof Ramkumar in the Op-
position to Mukesh Agni-
hotri of Congress, though 
Prof. Ramkumar has fought 
elections in 2012 and 2017 
against Agnihotri and lost 
both times. In the year 
2007, the name of this seat 
was Santokhgarh and then 
Mukesh Agnihotri became 
MLA from here for the first 
time. The BJP candidate at 
that time was Jagroop Singh.

In 2017, Maheshwar Singh 
lost the election to Congress 
candidate Sunder Singh 
Thakur. Maheshwar Singh 
became MLA from his new 
party Hilopa in the year 
2012. Maheshwar Singh’s 
son Hiteshwar Singh was 
also asking for a ticket for 
himself from Banjar. 

RUCKUS IN HIMACHAL BJP OVER 
DISTRIBUTION OF TICKETS

After serving a 10-day police 
remand with Moga Police, 
gangster Lawrence Bishnoi 
was again produced at the 
Baghapurana court.

Bishnoi is the mastermind 
in the Sidhu Moosewala 
murder case. The court gave 
transit remand of Bishnoi to 
Jalandhar Police.

According to the infor-
mation, ACP Nirmal Singh 
said, “Deepak Kumar was 
detained and a pistol with 1 
kg of heroin was found in a 
case of illegal arms supply 
against Lawrence Bishnoi 
that was registered in divi-
sion number five. Deepak 
said that Bishnoi had pro-
vided the pistol. Lawrence 
Bishnoi has been detained 
by the Jalandhar Police for 
10 days and additional sig-
nificant revelations are an-
ticipated during this time.”

On April 2, 2022, in the 
murder case of gangster 
Harjit Penta, who belonged 
to Bishnoi’s arch-rival Da-
vinder Bambiha gang, in 
the village Maadi Mustafa, 
Baghapurana police had tak-
en police remand of gangster 
Lawrence Bishnoi.

Bishnoi, whose 13-day re-
mand with Ludhiana city 
police ended in April, in a 
2017 murder case, was later 
produced in a local Moga 
court which sent him on 
9-day remand till October 21.

FIR in the case was regis-
tered at Baghapurana police 
station on April 2 under sec-
tions 302/307/120-B of IPC 
and 25/27 of the Arms Act.

“Penta’s murder was a re-
sult of gang rivalry between 
Bambiha group and Bish-
noi group members inside 
the jail,” said a senior Moga 
police official, adding that 
Bish-noi was nominated as 
an accused in the case. 

 AFTER 10-DAY REMAND

GANGSTER LAWRENCE BISHNOI 
PRODUCED IN COURT 
TDG NETWORK  
MOGA

With the festival season 
around the corner, to curb 
adulterated food, Food and 
Drug (FDA) Administra-
tion wing along with other 
departments is conducting 
raids to catch those produc-
ing, manufacturing and sell-
ing adulterated food items. 
Those playing with the 
health of the people by sell-
ing adulterated food items, 
especially sweets are under 
the radar.  All departments 
have been alerted in this 
regard and necessary direc-
tions have been given. 

In this series, as many as 
848 samples of food and 
milk products are collected 
under the Food Safety and 
Standard Act, 2006 and 
sent for testing to labs. Be-
sides, the food items which 
were not edible were de-
stroyed on the spots. Dur-
ing the inspection, all sweet 
sellers across the state were 
advised  to sell only fresh 
and quality food products. 
The samples of Khoya, Ras-
gulla, Barfi and Paneer were 
collected. According to the 
data made available by the 
concerned department, 

3,851kg sweets, 150 kg khoya 
and 4,954 kg food products 
were destroyed due to poor 
quality. Besides, the officials 
have directed to ensure the 
timely lab testing reports of 
the eatables. 

The CM Manohar Lal said 
that during festivals, many 
people get involved in just 
adulteration practices just 
to earn additional in-come. 
While tightening the noose 
around all such people, regu-
lar raids are being conducted 
continuously by CM Flying, 
Police and Food Sup-plies 
Department. Samples of 
food items have been taken 
in many districts and adul-
terated food items have also 
been caught. Strictest action 
will be taken against those 
who are found involved in 
such illegal activities. 

It is worth mentioning that  
government is working on a 
plan to set up food and water 
testing labs under one roof to 
check adulteration. This will 
provide convenience to the 
general public. Necessary 
directions have been given 
to the concerned department 
in this regard. Present-ly, the 
state has two food testing 
laboratories functional un-
der the FDA. 

ADULTERATION MENACE

Haryana govt collects 
848 food samples
RAVINDER MALIK  
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Governor Ban-
warilal Purohit held a press 
conference regarding the 
appointment of VC (Vice 
Chancellor) of Punjab Ag-
ricultural University (PAU) 
on which AAP government 
is alleging the Governor. 
The Governor said that 
when there was need to give 
extension to the Vice Chan-
cellor, then government had 
sent file to his office not once 
but thrice, But when the VC 
was applied, the file did not 
come. 

This all happened between 
Punjab government and 
Governor Banwarilal Puro-
hit over appointment of Dr 
Satbir Singh Gosal as vice-
chancellor of Punjab Agri-
cultural University (PAU) 
Ludhiana. After governor 
asked Mann-led govern-
ment to remove Gosal from 
the post citing his appoint-
ment illegal, the CM has 
written a letter to Governor 
justifying the exercise. The 
matter escalated over a Pun-
jabi letter posted by Mann 

on his social media handle. 
At the same time, a con-

troversy arose over this let-
ter written in Punjabi. The 
Raj Bhavan has said that 
the letter they have received 
from the Chief Minister is in 
English language and not in 
Punjabi. The Governor has 
asked the Chief Minister 
to clarify that which of the 
letters received in English 
and which has gone viral on 
Internet media in Punjabi is 
correct? The letter tweeted 
by the Chief Minister is of 
only one page and the let-
ter which has been sent of-
ficially to the Governor is in 
English in five pages. There 
is also a huge difference in 
the terminology of both.

The Governor said that 
why does CM Mann speak 
against me without any rea-
son. He said that ‘I am the 
chancellor of the university, 
it is my job to run it. I cannot 
do Loose Talk like him, I am 
a Governor. The government 
cannot interfere in the work 
of the university. Mann is 
not above Supreme Court’, 
said Governor Purohit. The 
Raj Bhawan further shared 

rules of UGC with the media 
and also detailed about the 
Vice-Chancellor appoin-
ment’s rules and regula-
tions. 

On Thursday, Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann re-
plied to the letter of Gover-
nor Banwari Lal Purohit, 
in which the Governor had 
canceled the appointment of 
VC and asked to implement 
the process of appointment 
of new VC. The Chief Minis-
ter shared this letter written 
in Punjabi on Twitter. In the 
letter, Mann, justifying the 
appointment of VC, advised 
the Governor not to engage 
in proxy war and not to in-
terfere in the functioning 
of the government. He also 
asked many questions to the 
Governor.

Earlier to PAU VC ap-
pointment the Governor had 
withdrawn the approval for 
convening an Assembly ses-
sion last month and declined 
to clear the appoint-ment 
of noted cardiologist Dr 
Gurpreet Singh Wander as 
the vice chancellor of Baba 
Farid University of Health 
Sciences, Faridkot. 

PAU V-C ROW

CM MANN IS NOT ABOVE SUPREME 
COURT, SAYS PUNJAB GOVERNOR
TARUNI GANDHI  
CHANDIGARH

RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

Over 150 BJP workers submit mass resignation over denial of sitting 
MLA’s ticket from Dharamshala constituency ahead of elections.
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Finance Minister 
Harpal Singh Cheema on 
Friday met with the Punjab 
Agriculture University Vice 
Chancellor Satbir Singh and 
asked the Punjab Governor 
not to “obstruct” the govern-
ment’s work.

After meeting the VC, 
the AAP Minister asked 
the Punjab Governor Ban-
warilal Purohit not to work 
for “BJP”. Cheema said, “The 
people of Punjab have elect-
ed the Aam Aadmi party 
to power and the Governor 
should not obstruct our 
work. I appeal to the Gover-
nor not to work for BJP but 
fulfil the responsibilities of 
the Constitution.”

Earlier on Tuesday, the 
Punjab Governor requested 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann to remove the “ille-
gally appointed” Vice Chan-
cellor of Ludhiana’s Punjab 
Agriculture University 
Satbir Singh, without any 

further delay as he was ap-
pointed “without following” 
the UGC norms and the ap-
proval of Chancellor.

Earlier, the Assembly Ses-
sion was convened at the 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha on 
September 27, after the Gov-
ernor gave his nod.

The assembly session was 
initially set to be held on Sep-
tember 22. But the governor 
withdrew his permission 
a day before the date, say-
ing in a letter to the Punjab 
Vidhan Sabha Secretary that 
there’s “no specific provision 
regarding the summoning of 
the assembly” for consider-
ing confidence motion only.

Earlier, the governor had 
asked the AAP government 
for details of the agenda to 
be carried out during the 
special session, but the gov-
ernment responded that no 
governor had ever asked a 
government for its work in 
the past 75 years. Governor 
Purohit advised the AAP 
government to “read the 
Constitution”. 

AFTER MEETING PAU V-C

Punjab Minister 
asks Governor not to 
‘obstruct’ Govt’s work
TDG NETWORK  
CHANDIGARH

 The second phase of elec-
tions to Panchayati Raj Insti-
tutions (PRIs), the nomina-
tion process has started from 
October 21 in nine districts 
namely Ambala, Charkhi 
Dadri, Gurugram, Kar-
nal, Kurukshetra, Re-wari, 
Rohtak, Sirsa and Sonipat. In 
these districts, voting will be 
held on November 9 for Zilla 
Parishad and Panchayat 
Samiti members and polling 
for Sarpanch and Panch will 
be held on November 12. 

The contesting candidates 
are not required to submit 
the police verifi-cation cer-
tificate along with the nomi-
nation papers. The Commis-
sion has already clarified the 
position in this regard. The 
candidate will only have to 
submit a self-attested affida-
vit, in which all the criminal 
/ crim-inal (police) cases 
against him/her will have to 
be mentioned. 

The nomination can be 

filled on the basis of said 
conditions.

Similarly the candidates 
contesting for Panch, Sar-
panch, Panchayat Samiti 
and Zilla Parishad members 
are not required to submit 
the Domicile Certificate 
along with the nomination 
papers. The name of the 
candidate contesting in the 
election is required to be 
registered in the voter list of 
the concerned Panchayat, 
Panchayat Samiti or Zilla 
Pari-shad.  Dhanpat Singh , 
the Commissioner of  State 
Election Commis-sion to the 
contesting candidates to be-
lieve only on the instructions 
is-sued by the State Election 
Commission and not to pay 
heed to other rumours.

The candidates contesting 
for the post of Panch, Sar-
panch, Pan-chayat Samiti 
and Zilla Parishad member 
will only have to submit his 
“No-Due Certificate” (NDC). 
If there is no liability on that 
person then he/she can con-
test the election.

IN HARYANA

Nomination process 
begins for 2nd phase 
of Panchayat polls
TDG NETWORK  
CHANDIGARH
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MP: SWEEPER 
DETAINED FOR 
PEEPING INTO 
GIRL’S WASHROOM
Chhatarpur: A sweeper 
was detained for alleg-
edly peeping into a girl’s 
washroom in Chhatar-
pur, Madhya Pradesh, 
said officials on Friday.
The accused has been 
identified as Nitesh 
Karosiya. Purportedly 
a video of the incident 
has gone viral on social 
media.  As per reports, a 
student from the senior 
girl’s hostel slapped a 
sweeper posted in the 
home guard office over 
the incident. On getting 
the information about 
the incident, Kotwali 
police rushed to the spot 
and took the sweeper to 
the police station. The 
girls from the hostel 
also lodged an FIR over 
the incident.

RAHUL GANDHI 
ASSURES 
ANDHRA PEOPLE 
OF FULFILLING 
COMMITMENTS
Kurnool: With the con-
clusion of Bharat Jodo 
Yatra’s Andhra Pradesh 
leg, Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi on Friday 
thanked the people for 
their overwhelming 
support and promised 
to fulfil the commit-
ments made by him to 
the people the State. In 
a letter to the people of 
Andhra Pradesh, the 
Wayanad MP said, “This 
morning, as the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra completes its 
journey through Andhra 
Pradesh, we thank the 
people for their over-
whelming support and 
encouragement. It has 
truly been a memorable 
experience.”

DMK SUSPENDS 
PARTY LEADER K.S. 
RADHAKRISHNAN 
Chennai: Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam (DMK) 
on Thursday suspended 
its spokesperson 
and senior leader KS 
Radhakrishnan from its 
primary membership 
and other responsi-
bilities. On Thursday, 
Radhakrishnan tweeted 
a picture trolling Con-
gress President-elect 
Mallikharjun Kharge 
and former Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh. 
Several Tamil Nadu 
Congress leaders con-
demned that and later 
the DMK took action 
against Radhakrishnan. 
Kharg was elected as 
new Congress president 
on Wednesday. Kharge 
got 7,897 votes in the 
presidential contest and 
his opponent Shashi 
Tharoor received 1,072 
votes in the voting held 
on October 17.

ASSAM POLICE 
ARREST ONE MORE 
MEMBER OF PFI
Guwahati: The Assam 
Police on Friday arrest-
ed one more member of 
the banned organisation 
PFI from the Chhaygaon 
area in the Kamrup 
district.Earlier, the dis-
trict police had arrested 
three PFI members 
from the Nagarbera 
area in the same district. 
Hitesh Ch Roy, Super-
intendent of Police of 
Kamrup district told that 
so far four members of 
the banned outfit have 
been arrested.

WAR OF WORDS

Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant General Manoj Sinha 
on Friday alleged that sever-
al people are justifying the 
killings of innocent citizens 
in the Union Territory be-
cause of their self-interest.

“We are keeping an eye 
on elements trying to jeop-
ardise communal harmony. 
Some people justify the 
killings of innocent citi-
zens because of their self-
interest,” L-G Sinha said 
while attending an event 
on Police Commemoration 
Day. He also paid tribute to 
the martyrs at the Armed 
Police Complex in Zewan. 
He assured that strict ac-
tion would be taken against 
anybody ‘jeopardising’ the 
country’s integrity with 
their statements or actions.

“If anybody jeopardises 

the nation’s integrity by 
their statements or acts then 
action will be taken against 
them under the purview of 
law,” L-G Sinha added.

Sinha’s remarks came days 
after Jammu and Kashmir’s 
National Conference leader 
Farooq Abdullah alleged 
that incidents of targeted 
killings by terrorists in 
Jammu and Kashmir are not 
going to stop “until justice is 
served.”

“This will never stop un-
til justice is served. Earlier 
they said such killings were 
happening due to Article 
370, but it’s abrogated now, 
so why such killings haven’t 
stopped? Who’s responsi-
ble?” National Conference’s 
Farooq Abdullah said on 
October 17.

Abdullah’s remarks were 
sharply criticised by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party and 
Congress.

Reacting to Farooq Abdul-
lah’s remark, Jammu and 
Kashmir BJP chief Ravin-
der Raina on October 18 said 
that the NC chief should 
condemn Pakistan instead 
of calling for talks with the 
neighbouring country.

“Instead of advocating for 
talks with Pakistan, Farooq 
Abdullah should condemn 
Pakistan and also call for 
unity in India’s fight against 
Pakistan-sponsored terror-
ism,” Raina said.

Meanwhile, Congress 
leader Salman Khurshid 
also said that one should not 
compare the value of human 
life and political scores and 
it is crucial to hold a healthy 
conversation with the ones 
who have been there expe-
riencing the ground reality.

Notably, Abdullah had 
made these comments on 
the targeted killings in the 
Kashmir valley. 

L-G Manoj Sinha takes a dig 
at Farooq Abdullah after his 
comment on targeted killings
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Jammu and Kashmir L-G Manoj Sinha.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar.

TAKING POTSHOTS

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar on Friday refused 
to respond to the claims 
made by political strategist 
Prashant Kishor and said 
he is resorting to a publicity 
stunt.

Kumar was responding 
to Kishor’s claim that his 
channels with BJP are not 
yet closed even as he left 
the NDA in August this 
year to rejoin hands with 
RJD. “Kindly don’t ask me 
about him. He speaks for 
his own publicity and can 
speak whatever he wants, 
we don’t care. He’s young. 
There was a time when I re-
spected him...those whom I 
respected had disrespected 
me,” said Kumar.

“It is difficult to under-
stand if he (Nitish Kumar) 
has come out of the alliance, 
why one of his MPs is still 
holding an important posi-
tion in Rajya Sabha. So as 
far as I know, Nitish Kumar 
has not closed his channels 
with BJP,” Prashant Kishor 
said in a video provided by 
him to ANI.

“As far as I know, Nitish 
Kumar is surely with Ma-
hagathbandhan but hasn’t 
closed his channels with 

BJP, biggest proof is that Ra-
jya Sabha Deputy Chairman 
Harivansh, who is a JD-U 
MP, neither resigned from 
his post nor the party asked 
him to do so or action has 
been taken against him,” he 
added.

Nitish Kumar had broken 
off ties with BJP in August 
this year and taken oath 
again as Bihar Chief Min-
ister after rejoining hands 
with Rashtriya Janata Dal 
and other parties in the Ma-
hagathbandhan.

Kishor said some people 
think that Nitish Kumar is 
working towards a big alli-
ance against the BJP at the 
Centre but “this is not very 
credible”. He said of 17 years 
that Nitish Kumar has been 
chief minister, he has held 
the post with support of 
BJP for 14 years. Both Nitish 

Kumar and Prahant Kishor 
have taken potshots at each 
other in the recent past.

Kishor, who had joined 
the JD-U and was a national 
vice president, had been ex-
pelled by the party in Janu-
ary 2020 for “acting against 
the party’s decisions”.

Kishor had said earlier 
this month hit out at Nitish 
Kumar over his remarks 
that he was “working for 
the BJP” and said the Chief 
Minister had become “delu-
sional”.

“He (Kumar) has been af-
fected by his age and has 
turned delusional. He has 
been politically isolated as 
he is surrounded by people 
who he himself does not 
trust. And it is because of 
this nervousness he speaks 
other than what he means,” 
Kishor had said. 

Prashant Kishor resorting to 
publicity stunt: Nitish Kumar
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NOTICE SERVED

Former Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister and Peo-
ples Democratic Party chief 
Mehbooba Mufti on Friday 
confirmed that she has been 
served a notice to vacate her 
Fairview residence - her of-
ficial government accommo-
dation in Srinagar.

According to the sources, 
Mufti has been offered an 
alternate bungalow in Sri-
nagar. Soon after the state 
was converted into a Union 

Territory in 2019, the guar-
anteed life-term perks to all 

former chief ministers of J-K 
were also withdrawn.

Notably, in 2020, two for-
mer CMs of Jammu and 
Kashmir - Omar Abdullah 
and Ghulam Nabi Azad - 
had already left their official 
residences.

As Mufti’s father, late Mu-
hammad Sayeed was the 
CM of J-K in 2005, she was 
living here since then, as un-
like other states, J-K chief 
ministers were not obligated 
to vacate their government 
residence when their tenure 
ended or they were forced 

out of office.
Her former accommoda-

tion, Fairview residence was 
previously an interrogation 
centre called PAPA-II and 
it served as an official guest 
house till 1989. 

It was named so after the 
Border Security Force occu-
pied it in 1990.

According to reports, this 
centre was used as a regular 
centre to conduct interroga-
tions, until senior J-K bu-
reaucrat Ashok Jaitly moved 
into it in 1996 and used it as 
his residence. 
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MEHBOOBA MUFTI ASKED TO VACATE HER GOVT ACCOMMODATION

TRAGIC INCIDENT

Ashwin a class six student 
studying at Maya Krishnas-
wami matriculation school 
of Alangodu area of Kanya-
kumari district was given 
poison in his cold drink by 
some strangers. 

Later after drinking the 

poisoned cold drink when 
he returned to his home he 
started suffering from severe 
stomach pain. 

His parents took him to 
the hospital for treatment, 
where after the check-up the 
doctors said that he had con-
sumed a cold drink which 
was highly acidic. 

The Intestine, throat and 

kidneys were also badly 
damaged and he was admit-
ted in the hospital under 
critical condition. Ashwin 
remained critical for 20 days 
and he passed away yester-
day morning. 

The congress leaders from 
Kanyakumari staged a pro-
test in front of the school in 
the morning. Police officials 

were also deployed in huge 
number at the protest area. 

The local police have reg-
istered the case 20 days 
back but they haven’t found 
the persons involved in the 
crime. So the case was trans-
ferred to the crime branch, 
crime investigation depart-
ment CBCID for investiga-
tion.
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Former Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister and PDP chief 
Mehbooba Mufti 

CLASS SIX STUDENT DIES AFTER CONSUMING 
COLD DRINK MIXED WITH POISON

PUNE SEPTIC TANK HORROR 

The body of the sanitation 
worker who went missing 
this morning while cleaning 
a septic chamber in Pune was 
found by the Pune Metro-
politan Region Development 
Authority (PMRDA) officials 
today.

The incident pertains to the 
deaths of sanitation work-
ers that were reported in a 
housing society in Pune. The 
workers died while clean-
ing the septic chamber of a 
private society manually in 
Pune’s Wagholi area. The of-
ficials confirmed that three 
sanitation workers died in the 
mishap. “The dead body of 

the missing person has been 
found. A total of three per-
sons died while they cleaned 
a septic chamber at a private 
society. Police are investigat-
ing the case,” PMRDA of-
ficials said. The police had 

already recovered the bodies 
of the other two persons as 
the accident took place while 
the trio was cleaning the sep-
tic chamber manually, earlier 
in the day. Further investiga-
tions are underway.
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Three sanitation workers 
dead while cleaning a 
septic chamber manually

The workers died while cleaning the septic chamber of a private 
society manually in Pune’s Wagholi area. 

REQUESTING FOR INTERVENTION

IN TELANGANA 

Assam Chief Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma on Thursday 
wrote to his West Bengal 
counterpart Mamata Baner-
jee requesting her intervention 
for a thorough investigation 
into the into the death of a 
student from Assam at the 
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy, Kharagpur.
Faizan Ahmed, a third-year 
mechanical engineering stu-
dent at IIT-Kharagpur, was 
found dead in his hostel room 
on October 14. Ahmed hailed 

from Tinsukia district in As-
sam. His parents have filed a 
case with the local police in 
Kharagpur requesting the 
Superintendt of Police, Pas-

chim Medinipur, West Ben-
gal and Inspector-in-charge 
of Kharagpur (Town) Police 
Station for an investigation.

“In view of this, Assam Chief 
Minister Dr Sarma sent a re-
quest letter to his West Bengal 
counterpart Mamata Banerjee 
for her intervention to carry 
out a thorough investigation 
to unearth the truth leading to 
the death of the bright student 
whose untimely death has 
caused a deep sense of grief 
across the state,” a statement 
issued by the Assam Chief 
Minister’s Office said. 

Telangana Education Minister 
Patlolla Sabitha Indra Reddy 
on Friday directed Hyderabad 
District Education Officer 
(DEO) to cancel the recogni-
tion of the DAV school after 
the alleged rape of a 4-year-old 
girl in a school.

The Minister further added 
that a special team will be 
formed under the Director of 
Education, Women and Child 
Welfare with a DGI level offi-
cer to ensure no such incident 
occur again, informed the of-
ficials. The matter pertains to 
an alleged rape of a 4-year-old 
girl in DAV school in Banjara-

hills on Thursday. Later, par-
ents gathered at DAV school 
in the Neredmet branch and 
demanded answers about the 
incident that happened in an-
other branch.

A heated discussion took 
place between parents and 
the school principal, informed 
sources. 

TDG NETWORK
GUWAHATI  

TDG NETWORK
HYDERABAD  

CM SARMA SEEKS PROBE INTO ASSAM 
STUDENT’S DEATH AT IIT KHARAGPUR

SCHOOL RECOGNITION TO BE CANCELLED AFTER ALLEGED RAPE

Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma 

Wankhede Stadium

OUTSTANDING DUES

Mumbai Cricket Associa-
tion owes Rs 14.82 crores 
so far, to the Mumbai Police 
for the security provided 
for major tournaments 
including the World Cup, 
ANI learned on Friday 
following an intimation 
shared by RTI activist Anil 
Galgali.

“The Mumbai Cricket 
Associaton has arrears 
amounting to Rs 14.82 
crore of Mumbai police for 
providing security arrange-
ments in different matches 
played in the two stadiums 
situated in the city and are 
ignoring 35 reminders 
sent by us,” Mumbai Po-
lice told RTI activist Anil 
Galgali. RTI activist Anil 
Galgali had sought infor-
mation from the Mumbai 
police about the secu-
rity provided for various 

cricket matches and the 
settlement fee charged for 
the same. Mumbai police 
briefed Anil Galgali about 
the matches played in the 
last 8 years. These matches 
include the Women’s World 
Cup (2013), World Cup 
T20 (2016), Test matches 
(2016), IPL matches (2017 
and 2018), and other ODI 
matches and therefore 
MCA owes Rs 14.82 crore 
as security fees and the 
same has not been paid 
even after sending over two 

dozen reminders.
According to Mumbai 

police, the Mumbai Cricket 
Association has paid a fee 
of only Rs 1.40 crore for the 
2018 IPL cricket match in 
the last 8 years.

However, the fees for 
cricket matches from 1 
April, 2019, to 31 March, 
2020, have not been recov-
ered so far as the govern-
ment of Maharashtra has 
not issued an order on how 
much fee to be charged. Re-
cently, Sharad Pawar has 

demanded Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde for waiving 
off the dues.

Mumbai police have 
claimed that 35 reminders 
have been sent to the presi-
dent of the Mumbai Cricket 
Association to pay the dues 
and a letter is also written 
to the Additional Chief 
Secretary of the Home De-
partment for not paying the 
fee by the Mumbai Cricket 
Association.

Notably, Anil Galgali has 
written to the Chief Min-
ister, Home Minister, Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary 
of the Home Department, 
and Police Commissioner 
demanding that an FIR be 
lodged against the Mum-
bai Cricket Association for 
not paying the outstanding 
amount and to confiscate 
the property of the asso-
ciation by the district col-
lector so that the dues can 
be recovered. 
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MCA EVADES PAYING ARREARS OF RS 14.82 CR 
TO POLICE EVEN AFTER REMINDERS



Xi Jinping, as gen-
eral secretary of the 
Central Committee 

of the Communist Party of 
China (CPC), presented a 
report to the 20th National 
Congress of the Communist 
Party of China on the inau-
gural day of the Congress. 
Even as the changes to the 
core leadership of the Party 
continue to be speculated 
upon, Xi’s report provides 
clear indications of the di-
rection the country is ex-
pected to be steered in over 
the next five years. 

Unsurprisingly, a central 
theme running through 
Xi’s report was the central-
ity of the CPC. Not only is 
the leadership of the CPC 
characterised as the “defin-
ing feature of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics” but 
also “the greatest strength of 
the system of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics.” 
Clearly then, the means as 

well as the ends of the en-
tire endeavour of Chinese 
nation building remains 
geared towards entrenching 
the leadership of the CPC. 
Xi’s report assessed the 
situation facing the party a 
decade ago as one of “a slide 
toward weak, hollow, and 
watered-down Party lead-
ership” where “misguided 
patterns of thinking such as 
money worship, hedonism, 
egocentricity, and historical 
nihilism were common, and 
online discourse was rife 
with disorder”. The CPC 
under Xi’s leadership has 
sought to remedy these. The 
primary contradiction in 
Chinese society identified in 
Xi’s report is “that between 
unbalanced and inadequate 
development and the peo-
ple’s ever-growing needs 
for a better life”. What does 
this mean for domestic 
policy? First, the space for 
challenging policies enacted 
under the guidance of the 
central leadership will be 
further constrained. Sec-
ond, the relative freedom of 
expression and intellectual 
freedom enjoyed by China’s 
population in the first de-
cade of the new millennium 
is unlikely to return. Third, 
greater government control 
of economic activity is likely 
to become a feature for the 
foreseeable future. 

While the report is pri-

marily aimed at the domes-
tic audience laying out the 
achievements as well as the 
tasks towards creating a 
modern socialist country, 
two endeavors highlighted 
in it merit special atten-
tion for the international 
community. The first is 
with regards to the devel-
opment and deployment 
of the People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA). Xi’s report 
states that the country will 
establish a “a strong sys-
tem of strategic deterrence, 
increase the proportion of 
new-domain forces with 
new combat capabilities”. 
The reference to strategic 
deterrence suggests that 
there is some rethink re-
garding the sufficiency of 
China’s current deterrence 
capabilities and these con-
tinued to be strengthened. 
As has been reported pre-
viously, since 2019 China’s 
nuclear arsenal is believed 
to be expanding and di-
versifying as exemplified 
in the delivery of new mo-
bile launchers to combat 
units and the expansion of 
the navy’s ballistic missile 
submarine fleet. Although 
China continues to adopt a 
No-First Use nuclear policy, 
the expansion of its nuclear 
capabilities would certainly 
have a bearing on any sce-
nario of confrontation or 
conflict. Efforts to increase 
“new-domain forces with 
new combat capabilities” is 
also noteworthy since these 
can be reasonably expected 
to encompass not only the 
cyber and information do-
main but also the new fron-
tier of space. These capa-
bilities across new domains, 
along with autonomous 
intelligent combat systems 

long under development, 
would be a force multiplier 
for the PLA especially for 
operations in difficult ter-
rain. They would also en-
hance the PLA’s ability to 
undertake grey-zone war-
fare. Xi’s report also stated 
that China would become 
more adept at deploying its 
“military forces on a regu-
lar basis and in diversified 
ways”. This indicates that 
the involvement of the PLA 
in tasks deemed critical for 
national security and devel-
opment will only increase 
and will likely also include 
greater PLA involvement in 
overseas missions. Whether 
this will also entail a more 
bellicose Chinese military 
remains to be seen. How-
ever, the report’s focus on 
“external attempts to black-
mail, contain, blockade, and 
exert maximum pressure 
on China” and the need to 
safeguard “Chinese dignity 
and core interests” suggests 
that at the very least, the 
PLA will be an increasingly 
visible symbol of Chinese 
state power.

The second important en-
deavour discernible from 
the report is China’s contin-
ued quest for international 
leadership. This is expected 

to only gain momentum 
since a key task for the CPC 
identified in the report is 
“becoming a country that 
leads the world in terms of 
composite national strength 
and international influ-
ence by the middle of the 
century”, even though it 
is assessed that “external 
attempts to suppress and 
contain China may escalate 
at any time”. The focus on 
building a “human commu-
nity with a shared future” 
based on China’s articula-
tion of a “new type of inter-
national relations” has been 
a recurring theme in Chi-
na’s foreign policy under Xi 
Jinping. Through these Chi-
na has sought to establish 
unique normative founda-
tions for its pursuit of inter-
national leadership. These 
formulations emphasize 
equality among states by 
providing space for differ-
ences in cultural interpreta-
tions of concepts such as de-
mocracy and human rights, 
effectively negating any 
universal interpretations 
of these ideals. A central 
idea within the new type of 
international relations pro-
posed by Chinese leaders is 
the notion that all human-
ity shares a common future 

implying that all states have 
shared interests and must 
work together to achieve 
these. This ‘common future’ 
formulation is designed to 
contrast with the pursuit of 
narrow national interests 
as the defining feature of 
Western-led international 
relations. Thus China at-
tempts to position itself as a 
champion of the developing 
world by prioritizing invio-
lable national sovereignty, 
equity in benefit sharing 
and cultural sensitivity. The 
idea of a human community 
with a common future en-
ables the portrayal of any 
national success as a win 
for the entire world. Hence 
the report portrays China’s 
achievements in eliminat-
ing absolute poverty within 
the country as a significant 
global milestone in poverty 
reduction. Similarly, the 
Belt and Road Initiative that 
brought various existing 
and planned infrastructure 
and connectivity projects in 
China under one umbrella 
is also once again projected 
as a global public good rath-
er than investment activity 
that began with the aim of 
addressing overcapacity 
with Chinese industry. 

For the international com-
munity the report repre-
sents a China that is less 
sanguine about its external 
environment than it was 
five years ago but also one 
that is more confident, as-
sertive and less open to 
compromise. The China 
challenge to the existing 
international order seems 
poised to strengthen. 
Rukmani Gupta is an inde-
pendent analyst specialising in 
Chinese military and foreign 
policy. 

The 20th Communist 
Party Congress and future 
direction of China
A central idea within the new type of international relations proposed by 
Chinese leaders is the notion that all humanity shares a common future. This 
‘common future’ formulation is designed to contrast with the pursuit of narrow 
national interests as the defining feature of Western-led international relations.

Xi Jinping

The roadmap 

Former Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil has 
needlessly created a controversy by bringing out 
some common elements in various religions regard-
ing the interpretation of jihad. Patil who is known 
for his measured comments on various issues and 
acquitted himself extremely well as the Lok Sabha 
Speaker, apparently allowed his observations to be 
understood by correspondents and those present at 
an event, in what were obviously not his intention. 
Patil was reported to have said that Lord Krishna’s 
discourse to Arjun was like Jihad which was also 
mentioned in both the Holy books of the Muslims 
and Christians. After the BJP strongly objected to 
his comments, Patil gave a clarification where he 
defended his position and claimed that he had been 
misquoted. He had merely asked a question and not 
made any categorical comment. The Congress too 
distanced itself from its veteran leader’s reported 
views leaving him isolated to clear the air. The BJP 
said that Patil’s speech amounted to the anti-Hindu 
attitude of the Congress which had always tried to 
appease the minorities. It may be recalled that after 
the 2014 Parliamentary elections, one of the reasons 
attributed to the rout of the Congress by former De-
fence Minister A.K.Antony was that the electorate 
had voted for the BJP since in its perception the 
Congress had shown a perceptive tilt towards the 
minorities. Therefore, Patil’s comments, even if 
wrongly attributed have allowed the BJP to put the 
Congress on the defensive. Patil has represented 
the Latur Lok Sabha constituency in Maharashtra 
a multiple-times and conducted himself with a lot 
of dignity, in his many roles as the Speaker, Home 
Minister and Governor.  These comments were made 
while he was speaking at the book release function, a 
biography of veteran leader Mohsina Kidwai. Others 
who were present on the occasion included besides 
Ms Kidwai, Digvijai Singh, Sushil Kumar Shinde, 
Mani Shankar Aiyar and Shashi Tharoor. Patil had 
become a victim of a Congress conspiracy in 2008 
when he had to resign after the 26/11 massacre in 
Mumbai even though he had shared the intelligence 
information with the then Maharashtra government 
functionaries. He has had very cordial relations with 
the former Congress chief Sonia Gandhi, who in 
2007 wanted him to be the President of the country, 
a proposal shot down by UPA ally A.B.Bardhan of 
the CPI. He was inducted into the Cabinet in 2004 
even though he had lost the Lok Sabha poll but along 
with another senior leader, P.M.Sayeed, who too lost 
that year, Ms Gandhi included both in the Council 
of Ministers. As the Lok Sabha Speaker between 
1991 and 1996, he distinguished himself and carried 
the entire House with him on most occasions. His 
personal equation with L.K. Advani also helped him 
in the task. Patil has been away from active politics 
and has been living with his family in NOIDA. A man 
who also shunned controversy and was a stickler 
for propriety has unfortunately got caught on the 
wrong foot. His explanation should be treated as his 
clarification because of his past record. However, 
politicians, should not delve into comments on reli-
gions which is one sure way of stoking a controversy. 
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poliTical Game 

During the last four months, 
the United Kingdom has wit-
nessed a lot, with change of 
three prime ministers, four 
chancellors of exchequer 
and two monarchs, it defi-
nitely is taking a toll on the 
political scene of the country.

British Prime Minister Liz 
Truss resigned as UK prime 
minister and leader of the 
Conservative Party on 20 
October after reading out 
a statement outside No. 10, 
Downing Street. She said 
she was doing so because 
she could not deliver the 
mandate on which she was 
elected as the Tory leader, 
just 46 days before. 

This brings the curtains 
down on her 44 days ten-

ure as a prime minister, the 
shortest ever for any British 
prime minister. The final act 
was preceded by a period 
of immature and unviable 
decisions, taking the Brit-
ish public for granted and 
backstabbing and infighting 
amongst Conservative Party 
members.

The story more or less un-
folded on the same lines as 
it happened during the last 
days of the previous Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson. In 
BoJo’s case the crisis was 
precipitated by the resigna-
tion of his Chancellor of Ex-
chequer, Rishi Sunak and in 
Truss’s case it snowballed 
after the resignation of her 
Home Secretary Suella 
Braverman.

the stormy days
Liz Truss, who assumed of-
fice on 6 September, assured 
the electorate that her gov-
ernment will “ride out the 
storm” together and she’ll 
do everything to bring the 
living costs down by impos-

ing a cap on energy prices for 
the next two years.

But her Chancellor of Ex-
chequer, Kwasi Kwarteng 
who presented a mini-bud-
get on 23 September, com-
pletely rattled the markets. 
His suggestions included 
abolishing the 45% rate on 
earnings over £150,000, and 
government plans to borrow 
around £2bn annually.

The not so mini fiscal plan 
that was intended to boost 
UK growth, spooked the in-
vestors, and sent the pound 
to a record low against the 
dollar. Sterling’s fall pro-
duced higher import prices, 
and concerns about skyrock-
eting borrowing costs.

It also forced the Bank of 
England to take emergency 
measures, committing to 
buy £65bn in bonds to calm 
gilt markets after a sell-off 
- which is due to end on 14 
October.

Liz Truss’ mini-budget was 
seen as overly aggressive, 
with her tax proposals and 
spending initiatives viewed 

as unsustainable, moreover 
these cuts were unfunded 
and affected the investors 
and market’s confidence in 
the U.K. economy.

To undo the damage Truss 
in an unprofessional manner 
fired her Chancellor and she 
has been reported as saying 
that she was forced to do so 
to save her own skin.

She further pulled an-
other rabbit out her the hat 
on Friday 14 October when 
she unexpectedly sacked her 
Chancellor Kwasi Kwarteng 
who was summoned to re-
turn early from the annual 
IMF summit in Washington.

She replaced Kwarteng 
with Jeremy Hunt, who 
made a complete U-turn 
and abolished majorly all 
proposals of his predeces-
sor.  Thus with this, her hu-
miliation was complete. Her 
public standing and political 
savvy took a severe hit.

Another blow was served 
when her Home Secretary 
Suella Braverman resigned 
on 19 October, after back-

pedalling furiously on her 
statement calling Indians 
the biggest visa overstayers 
in the UK.

This coupled with other 
related issues also casted 
doubts on the finalisation of 
the Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) with India before Di-
wali, a promise much touted 
by both BoJo and Truss.

But the failure of her fleet-
ing leadership was really 
written by financial mar-
kets. Investors immediately 
protested her disastrous 
“growth plan” when it was 
revealed in September.

Now who?
The contest to find the next 
Tory leader and PM has 
been kick started; the most 
important man to play a 
major role in this is Sir Gra-
ham Brady, chairman of the 
Conservative Party’s 1922 
Committee, who says that 
that a shorter contest may 
give a result by next Friday. 
Current Chancellor Jeremy 
Hunt has refused to run but 

Rishi Sunak, Boris Johnson 
and Penny Mordaunt are all 
seen as contenders.

Though Rishi seems to 
a current favourite of the 
bookies, yet his policies 
seem to more in tune with 
the market forces and no 
sympathy could be expect-
ed from him to overhaul the 
crumbling social care, health 
and public housing sectors 
in Britain. Other names be-
ing floated are Defence Sec-
retary Ben Wallace, Interna-
tional Trade Secretary Kemi 
Badenoch, Foreign Secretary 
James Cleverly and recently 
resigned Home Secretary 
Suella Braverman.

Meanwhile, there have 
been unconfirmed reports 
that veteran Tory, Michael 
Gove, one of Truss’s fiercest 
critics, and Tom Tugendhat 
- who have both run in previ-
ous contests - have ruled out 
standing this time.

On the other hand the 
opposition Labour Party 
smelling blood has called 
for a general election. In a 

statement on Twitter on 20 
October, UK Labour Party’s 
leader Keir Starmer said the 
British people deserve “so 
much better” than this “re-
volving door of chaos, each 
one of these crises was made 
in Downing Street but paid 
for by the British public. 
Each one has left our coun-
try weaker and worse off, 
the Tories cannot respond 
to their latest shambles by 
yet again simply clicking 
their fingers and shuffling 
the people at the top with-
out the consent of the British 
people.”

To a certain extent Starmer 
seems right. But if we peep a 
little bit more deeply in his-
tory, then these chaos in the 
U.K. unfolded with the onset 
of the Brexit saga. The pub-
lic was fed falsified accounts 
of how the country would 
benefit from the economic 
boom and clutches of EU’s 
red tape, if the U.K. left the 
E.U.

We saw an unwelcome 
ear of Theresa May’s rule, 

followed by Boris Johnson’s 
quirky style of leadership 
and then a nervous and 
uninspiring leadership by 
Truss. These all point to 
a lack of courage or clear 
principled politicking by the 
Conservatives.

The Conservatives seems 
to have taken the electorate 
for granted and in fact they 
have elected two prime min-
isters without going back 
to the public and both have 
been shown the door uncer-
emoniously. And now they 
are ready to thrust a third 
unelected prime minister 
on the British public and 
God forbid if that person 
also ends up to be a non-
performer then the Conser-
vatives would have written 
their own epitaph.
Asad Mirza is a political com-
mentator based in New Delhi.  
He was also associated with 
BBC Urdu Service and Khaleej 
Times of Dubai. He writes on 
Indian Muslims, educational, 
international affairs, interfaith 
and current affairs. 
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The National Company 
Law Appellate Tri-
bunal (“NCLAT”), in 

the case Subrata Maity v Mr. 
Amit C. Poddar & Ors, the 
principal bench comprising 
of Justice Ashok Bhushan 
(Chairperson), Technical 
Member, Dr. Alok Sriv-
astava and the Technical 
Member, Mr. Barun Mitra, 
the bench while adjudicat-
ing an appeal observed and 
has held that the Adjudicat-
ing Authority can invoke its 
inherent powers to replace 
the Liquidator and to do 
substantial justice.
BACKGROUND OF THE 
CASE

The Appellant, Mr. Sub-
rata Maity was the Liquida-
tor of the Corporate Debtor, 
Seam Industries Ltd. Vide 
order dated 22.09.2022, the 
Adjudicating Authority had 
replaced the Appellant with 
another Liquidator namely 
Mr. Amit C. Poddar. It has 
been noted by the Adjudi-
cating Authority that the 
Appellant was arrested by 
CBI, due to which 116 days 
were lost due the Appel-
lant’s incapability for acting 
as a Liquidator.

However, the Appellant 
being the erstwhile Liqui-

dator, challenging the Order 
dated 22.09.2022 before the 
Adjudicating Authority. It 
had been contended by the 
appellant that no notice has 
been issued to him and was 
not even served the copy of 
the Application filed by the 
Stakeholders Consultation 
Committee wherein seeking 
appointment of Mr. Amit C. 
Poddar. Further, the Ap-
pellant was granted bail 
when he was immediately 

arrested.
NCLAT DECISION

The bench observed that 
as criminal prosecution is 
going on against the Ap-
pellant and the Appellant 
was arrested by the CBI, it 
was not err by the Adjudi-
cating Authority in replac-
ing the Appellant with an-
other Liquidator. However, 
no personal right has been 
provided to the liquidator 
to continue in the Liqui-

dation Process. In the im-
pugned order, the reasons 
noted are sufficient to ex-
ercise even the inherent 
power by NCLT to replace 
the Liquidator. Thus, the 
present case is not being a 
fit case to interfere in exer-
cise of our Appellate Juris-
diction.

The Learned Counsel ap-
pearing for the Appellant 
contended before the bench 
that there is no provision 

in law for replacement of 
Liquidator by the Adjudi-
cating Authority. However, 
the present case is a case 
where inherent power can 
be exercised by the Adjudi-
cating Authority for doing 
substantial justice.

Accordingly, it was held by 
the bench that the Adjudi-
cating Authority has an in-
herent power for replacing 
the Liquidator. The bench 
dismissed the appeal.

IN COURT

NCLAT: ADJUDICATING AUTHORITY 
CAN INVOKE INHERENT POWERS FOR 
REPLACING THE LIQUIDATOR 
TDG NETWORK 

The Gujarat High Court in the case Ahmed-
abad Sunni Muslim Waqf Committee v. 
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation ob-
served and has directed the Ahmedabad 
Municipal Corporation for deciding a rep-
resentation made by the Ahmedabad Sunni 
Muslim Waqf Committee against its agenda 
by changing the name of a residential local-
ity of the Waqf from naming “Afzal Khan no 
Tekro” to “Shivaji no Tekro”.

However, the present case is the case of the 
petitioner that the Resolution was passed by 
considering the representations of persons 
who were admittedly been the ‘encroachers’ 
on their property and that the said Resolu-
tion was passed without the issuance of any 
notice, no information was given not any 
opportunity was given of hearing to the 
Waqf, nor consulting the Gujarat State Waqf 
Board, which being the statutory authority 
in this regard.

Furthermore, it was stated by the peti-
tioner that as soon as it was made aware 
of the Resolution, on October 15, it made a 
representation to the Corporation, wherein 
requesting them for not approving the Reso-
lution, while giving that the property was 

under the ownership of the Waqf.
It was submitted by the petitioner that the 

Committee did not even acknowledge and 
has not even referred to the area by its name 

– “Afzal Khan no Tekro” – and that it osten-
sibly being referred to the area through 
names of its adjacent locations and the same 
was nothing but a political event made to 
coincide with the upcoming elections and 
was violative of the fundamental, religious 
and the legal rights of the Waqf.

It had specifically been challenged by the 
petitioner that the Agenda and Resolution 
as grossly illegal, arbitrary, unconstitutional 
and against the settled principles and prop-
ositions of law, since any of the representa-
tion been made by encroachers could not 
have been considered by the Committee as 
per the Town Planning Scheme. Further, 
the petitioner argued that not giving an op-
portunity to the Waqf was against the prin-
ciples of natural justice

The Single bench comprising of Justice 
Sandeep N. Bhatt, after considering the ar-
guments raised by the petitioner, observed 
and has directed the Corporation to decide 
the October 15 representation as expedi-
tiously as possible, preferably within a pe-
riod of one week.

IN COURT

High Court Asks Ahmedabad 
Municipal Corp; Deciding Sunni 
Waqf Board’s Plea Against 
Renaming Of ‘Afzal Khan no 
Tekro’ To ‘Shivaji no Tekro’

TDG NETWORK 

The Delhi Bench of the Cus-
toms, Excise and Service 
Tax Appellate Tribunal 
(CESTAT), in the case M/s 
Universal Industries Versus 
Commissioner, CGST- Deh-
radun observed and has held 
that the service tax demand 
is not sustainable as the ap-
pellant has purchased fertil-
isers and which are their in-
puts, at cost, insurance, and 
freight (CIF) value, including 
the ocean freight element.
The Single bench of Judicial 
Member, Anil Choudhary 
stated that the custom duty 
has been paid by the appel-
lant on CIF value, including 
ocean freight. No demand 
can be there for service tax 
on the purchase price of 
goods and even under that 
of the reverse charge mecha-
nism.

In the present case, the ap-
pellant/assessee is a manu-
facturer of zinc sulphate and 
is also a trader of calcium 
nitrate and the assessee im-
ported fertilisers via a Bill of 

Entry. IGST has been paid 
by the appellant at the time 
of import, on ocean freight 
along with customs duty.

The appellant has been is-
sued a show cause notice by 
the Assistant Commissioner, 
CGST Audit, Circle Kashi-
pur, wherein demanding 
the service tax of Rs. 91,110 
alleging to be short-paid 
on the services viz. ocean 
freight services as paid by 
the appellant.

Further, it was alleged 
that the Exemption Notifi-
cation No. 25/2012-ST vide 
order dated June 20, 2012 
was amended vide Notifi-
cation No. 1/2017-ST dated 
12.01.2017 and a proviso 
that is inserted in entry no. 
34. Thus, the exemption of 
same is being provided to 
the services of transporta-
tion of goods by a vessel 
from a place outside India 
up to the customs station of 
clearance in India (Ocean 
Freight) was being with-
drawn. The importer was 
designated as the person 
who is responsible for pay-
ing service tax on a reverse 

charge basis with effect from 
April 23, 2017.

Vide Notification No. 
14/2017-ST vide order dat-
ed 13.04.2017, a new Rule 
8B has been inserted into 
the Point of Taxation Rules, 
2011 and the point of taxa-
tion in respect of the servic-
es was being made to be the 
date of the Bill of Lading of 
such goods which is loaded 
into the vessel at the port of 
export.

IGST has been paid by the 
appellant on ocean freight 
and is demanding service 
tax on the ocean freight 
under the Reverse Charge 
Mechanism, alleging that 
the Bills of Entry had been 
filed on May 5, 2017 and 
June, 14, 2016 (during the 
service tax regime). How-
ever, the demand was con-
firmed to be Rs. 91,110 along 
with penalty and interest 
under Section 78. An appeal 
has been preferred by the 
appellant before the Com-
missioner (appeals), whose 
vide order in the appeal had 
been pleased for dismissing 
the appeal.

It has been argued by the 
appellant that the appellant 
has paid custom duty on 
CIF value which includes 
ocean freight element. Thus, 
no demand can be there for 
service tax on the purchase 
price of goods and even 
under that of the reverse 
charge mechanism.

It was also found by the 
tribunal that the show cause 
notice issued is also based 
on wrong facts as the date of 
filing of two Bills of Entry on 
July 6, 2017 and July 14, 2017, 
wrongly alleging that these 
had been filed on May and 
June 2017.

The CESTAT bench ob-
served that the show cause 
is also erroneous on this 
score and in view of the 
court finding and observa-
tions, the appeal is allowed 
by the court and has set 
aside the impugned order. 
Further, the court stated 
that the appellant shall be 
entitled to consequential 
benefits in accordance with 
the provision of law.

Accordingly, the bench al-
lowed the appeal.

IN COURT

CESTAT: Service Tax Demand 
Can’t Be Sustained On Ocean 
Freight Under RCM

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case Common Cause vs 
Union of India observed 
and has issued notice on 
an application filed by the 
Government of India to 
modify the order passed by 
the Court on 09/08/2021, 
which has prevented the 
extension of the tenure of 
the Director of Enforcement 
Directorate Sanjay Kumar 
Mishra which is beyond 
16/11/2021.

On September 8, 2021, in 
its judgement delivered in 
the case filed by Common 
Cause, it had been directed 
by the Supreme Court that 
further extension should 
not be given to SK Mishra, 
whose term as an ED Di-
rector was about to end on 
16/11/2021. In the judge-
ment delivered, it had been 
held by the Court that the 
Centre could have extend 
the term of ED Director be-
yond 2 years only in “rarest 
and exceptional circum-
stances”. Lately, in Novem-
ber 2021, a few days ahead 
of the end of SK Mishra’s 
term, an ordinance was 
promulgated by the Cen-
tre to amend the CVC Act 
to enable the Centre for 
extending the term of ED 
Director for a period up to 5 
years. The Act passed by the 
parliament replaced the or-
dinance in December 2021. 
However, being based on 
the ordinance, Mishra was 
given a further extension for 
a period of one year.

The bench comprising 
of Justice BR Gavai and 
Justice BV Nagarathna ob-
served and has issued no-
tice to Common Cause on 

the application of Centre’s, 
wherein seeking to modify 
the last year’s order. The 
notice issued was accepted 
by Advocate Prashant 
Bhushan on behalf of Com-
mon Cause. Accordingly, 
the bench listed the matter 
on November 7th.

It  was submitted by 

Tushar Mehta, the Solicitor 
General of India that the ap-
plication is justified on the 
basis of the CVC Amend-
ment Act 2021.

Furthermore, the bench 
observed orally that that 
it will examine the issue 
from the perspective of the 
changed law and that the 

previous order was passed 
on the basis of the law 
which existed then. 

It was also informed by 
the Solicitor General of 
the Court that a batch of 
PILs challenging the CVC 
Amendment Act 2021 and 
the extension of SK Mishra’s 
term are pending.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: NOTICE ISSUED ON CENTRE’S 
PLEA TO MODIFY ORDER WHICH BARRED FURTHER 
EXTENSION OF ED DIRECTOR SK MISHRA’S TEAM
TDG NETWORK 

On September 8, 2021, in its judgement delivered in the case filed 
by Common Cause, it had been directed by the Supreme Court 
that further extension should not be given to SK Mishra, whose 
term as an ED Director was about to end on 16/11/2021.
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I. INTRODUCTION

One of the most crucial 
proceedings under the Ar-
bitration and Conciliation 
Act, 1996 (“Act”) is the ap-
pointment of arbitrators by 
courts for the resolution of 
disputes where the parties 
fail to agree. The scope of 
the jurisdiction of courts in 
such proceedings has long 
been a point of conten-
tion. In 2015, for settling 
issues related to the juris-
diction of courts in such 
proceedings, the legisla-
ture amended the Act to 
provide that the courts are 
only required to examine 
the existence of arbitration 
agreements.

This change was in con-
formity with several de-
cisions of the Supreme 
Court, and the legislative 
was to avoid delay in the 
appointment of arbitra-
tors, which undermines 
the speedy disposal of arbi-
tration cases. Despite this 
legislative intervention, 
courts in India, in some 
cases, ended exercising 
expansive jurisdiction at 
the stage of appointment 
of an arbitrator. This trend 
was observed in the recent 
decision of the Supreme 
Court in Indian Oil Cor-
poration v. NCC Limited, 
wherein the court went 
into the question of arbi-
trability of the disputes 
with respect to the scope of 
the arbitration agreement. 
Even though the legisla-
ture in 2019 amended the 
Act and omitted Section 
11(6-A) from the Act, since 
these provisions are yet not 

notified, the decision in In-
dian Oil Corporation will 
govern the law on the ap-
pointment of the arbitrator. 
Therefore, these merits an 
analysis of the major deci-
sions rendered by the Su-
preme Court on this issue 
and the manner in which 
Indian Oil Corporation 
deviates from these deci-
sions. 
II.MAJOR DECISIONS 
ON THE JURISDIC-
TION OF THE COURTS 
WHILE APPOINTING 
ARBITRATORS
The insertion of Section 
11(6-A) by the Amendment 
Act 2015 narrows the scope 
of intervention by the Ju-
dicial Courts. This section 
confined the powers of 
courts only to the extent of 
examining whether there 
exists a valid arbitration 
agreement. This provision 
was omitted in 2019. There-
after, a decision of United 
India Insurance Co. Ltd. 
v. Antique Art Exports (P) 
Ltd was rendered by the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court, 
wherein it was held that 
the court should not blindly 
refer the matter to the arbi-
tration. Instead, it should 
oversee whether there is 
any dispute subsisting be-
tween the parties. In this 
case, it was held since the 
matter was already settled 
between the parties, and 
therefore there is no pend-
ing dispute between the 
parties which could be re-
ferred to the arbitrator. 

Thereafter many conflict-
ing decisions were given 
on the extent of courts’ 
intervention at the stage 
of Section 11 by various 

High Courts  and even the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court. 
Still, the issue was finally 
settled by a three-Judge 
bench of the Hon’ble Su-
preme Court in the case of 
Mayawati Trading Private 
Limited v. Pradyuat Deb 
Burman. In Mayavati Trad-
ing, the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court, after analysing the 
246th Law Commission 
Report, which was regard-
ing the institutionalisation 
of arbitration in India, held 
that post-2015, the power 
of courts at the stage of ap-
pointment of an arbitrator 
is restricted to examination 
of the existence of the arbi-
tration agreement. 

The decision of Mayawati 
Trading was followed by 
the Supreme Court in  Vidy-
aDrolia v. Durga Trading. 
In Vidya Drolia, the Hon’ble 
Supreme opened the hori-
zon for judicial interven-
tion at the referral stage. 
It held that “the existence 
of arbitration agreement” 
would include the aspect 
of the validity of an arbi-
tration agreement, and the 
court at the reference stage 
could apply the prima facie 
test. It was held that issues 

of non-arbitrability relat-
ing to the inquiry, whether 
the dispute is governed by 
the arbitration clause, can 
be examined by the courts 
at the reference stage and 
may not be left for the ar-
bitral tribunal. However, 
it was held that disputed 
and debatable issues, good 
reasonable or arguable 
cases, etc., should be re-
ferred to the arbitral tribu-
nal. It was observed that 
the arbitral tribunal has 
the primary jurisdiction 
and authority to decide 
the disputes, including 
the question of jurisdic-
tion and arbitrability. The 
court’s intention should be 
to protect the parties from 
being forced to arbitrate 
when the matter is clearly 
“non-arbitrable” to cut off 
the dead wood.

The Hon’ble Supreme 
Court, in the case DLF 
Home Developers Limited 
v. Rajapura Homes Pri-
vate Limited and Another, 
again had the occasion 
to adjudicate the said is-
sue. The Hon’ble Supreme 
C o u r t ,  f o l l ow i n g  t h e 
Judgement of Vidya Dro-
lia (Supra), observed that 

the court has very limited 
jurisdiction at the refer-
ence stage. It was held that 
the court should primarily 
check whether there exists 
an arbitration agreement 
and whether the party 
has made out a prima 
facie reasonable case. It 
was further observed that 
the limited jurisdiction 
did not restrict the courts 
from looking beyond the 
existence of arbitration 
agreements to cut out the 
dead wood. The Hon’ble 
Supreme Court again got 
the opportunity to con-
sider the case of Vidya 
Drolia  in the case of BSNL 
v. Nortel Networks India 
Pvt. Ltd. wherein it was 
observed that even if there 
is the slightest doubt about 
the claim being time-
barred or the dispute be-
ing non-arbitrable, the 
rule is to refer the matter 
to the arbitration and only 
in exceptional circum-
stances where the claim 
is ex facie time-barred or 
that there is no subsist-
ing dispute, the Hon’ble 
Court may refuse to refer 
the matter to the arbitral 
tribunal. 

III.OBSERVATIONS IN 
THE JUDGEMENT OF 
INDIAN OIL CORPORA-
TION.

In the recent judgement, 
the Hon’ble, after relying on 
the above-cited judgements, 
had observed that it is not 
correct that at the stage of 
Section 11 Petition, the scope 
of inquiry of the courts 
is limited to ascertaining 
whether or not an Arbitra-
tion Agreement exists qua 
the parties. It was further 
observed that though the 
arbitral tribunal has the 
jurisdiction to decide the 
question of jurisdiction and 
non-arbitrability, the same 
will not preclude the courts, 
considering a section 11 ap-
plication, from deciding the 
said issue. The condition 
is that facts should be very 
clear and glaring concern-
ing the non-arbitrability of 
the disputes, given an arbi-
tration agreement between 
the parties.

Further, while making the 
above-said observation, the 
Supreme Court held that as 
an arbitration agreement 
is executed between two 
parties, the Courts should 
not interpret the same on 

the basis of equity. Where 
the arbitration agreement 
is unambiguous, it should 
be given strict interpreta-
tion. For example, if it only 
lists certain disputes to be 
referred to the arbitration, 
then the arbitration agree-
ment will cover only those 
disputes and not all or any 
other disputes arising out of 
the Arbitration Agreement. 

The said judgement has 
again widened the gates for 
the judicial intervention of 
the Hon’ble Courts at the 
referral stage. Mayawati 
Trading laid more em-
phasis upon the existence 
of the Arbitration Agree-
ment. A slight leeway was 
given to the courts in Vidya 
Drolia, wherein the Courts 
were given the discretion 
to conduct a prima facie 
review and not to refer to 
the dispute in cases where 
it is very clear that the dis-
pute is not arbitrable on the 
ground of undisputed facts. 
Following the Judgement 
of Vidya Drolia, even in the 
case of Nortel Networks, it 
was held only in a very lim-
ited category of cases where 
there is not even a vestige 
of doubt that the claim is 
ex-facie barred or that the 
dispute is non-arbitrable 
then the court may decline 
to make the reference. It 
was further held that even 
in case of the slightest of 
doubt, the rule is to refer the 
matter to arbitration. 
IV.CONCLUSION
The Indian Oil Corporation 
case has one step ahead of 
the discretion given at the 
stage of Section11. The case 
of Vidya Drolia and Nor-
tel Networks, had in very 

explicit terms, held only in 
exceptional cases where 
there is no factual dispute, 
the court should deny re-
ferring the disputes. In the 
instant case, the reference 
was denied on the ground 
of the matter being settled 
between parties when such 
settlement was itself denied 
on it being based on coer-
cion. It was further argued 
that the Appellant has not 
even abided by the settle-
ment terms and has unani-
mously made payment. All 
these questions are ques-
tions of fact that the court 
should not have decided 
at that stage, and the same 
should be left for the tribu-
nal to decide. 

By not referring the mat-
ter to the arbitral tribunal 
and deciding a question of 
factwhile appointing an ar-
bitrator, the Supreme Court 
may have opened a pando-
ra’s box of objections based 
on factual issues. This may 
increase the time taken to 
appoint an arbitration and 
delay the commencement 
of arbitration proceedings 
same. In practice, while 
considering a petition for 
appointment of arbitrators, 
the courts should serve the 
intent to arbitrate from the 
issue of scope or conditions 
for invoking an arbitration 
clause. The latter is an issue 
of arbitrability of disputes. 
It requires consideration of 
question of fact which arbi-
tral tribunal is competent to 
decide. Where the intent to 
arbitrate is established be-
tween the parties, the court 
should appoint the arbitra-
tor and refer all such objec-
tions to the arbitral tribunal. 

THE ART OF LETTING GO: NEED FOR 
LIMITING THE COURTS’ JURISDICTION 
IN ARBITRATOR’S APPOINTMENT

ANALYSIS

MAYANK MISHRA 

Recently, the Bihar Public 
Service Commission (BPSC) 
released the final result for 
the 31st Bihar Judicial Ser-
vices Competitive Exami-
nation. A total of 693 can-
didates who had qualified 
for the written exam were 
eligible to appear for the 
interview. Out of these, 688 
appeared in the interview. 
A merit list was prepared 
based on the combined 
scores of the written exam 
and interview, and a total 
of 408 candidates appeared 
on the merit list. However, 
more than 250 candidates 
were disqualified on the ba-
sis of the interview, where 
the appearing candidate 
had to score a minimum of 
35% in their interview. If 
anybody fails in this criteria, 
he will not be eligible for the 
final merit list. There have 
been instances where many 
students scored more than 
the final cutoff marks in 
their main examination but, 
still, their names couldn’t be 
reflected in the final merit 

list. Further, the constitu-
tionality of these criteria has 
also been in conflict. This ar-
ticle aims to analyze the con-
stitutionality of the selection 
process itself. 
VIOLATION OF PART 

– III OF THE INDIAN 
CONSTITUTION. 
Article 14 of the Indian 
Constitution deals with 
the ‘Right to Equality’. The 
said provision reads, “The 
State shall not deny to any 
person equality before the 
law or the equal protec-
tion of the laws within the 
territory of India Prohibi-
tion of discrimination on 
grounds of religion, race, 
caste, sex or place of birth”. 
Supreme court in the judg-
ment of E.P Royappa v. 
State of Tamil Nadu, has 
widened the scope, and a 
new concept of equality 
was introduced. Bhagwati 
J. delivered the judgment on 
behalf of himself, Chandra-
chud, and Krishna Iyer J.J 
introduced a new concept 
of equality. It was stated 
that equality is a dynamic 
concept with many aspects 
and dimensions, and it can-
not be cribbed, cabined, and 
confined with traditional 
doctrinaire limits. Further-
more, equality is antithetis 
to arbitrariness. Equality 
and arbitrariness are sworn, 
enemies. In the present 
case, there is no informa-
tion regarding Scoring cri-

teria for the assessment of 
a candidate’s performance 
in the interview/viva-voce 
examination, which would 
otherwise have given the 
candidate an idea. It totally 
lies at the discretion of the 
interviewer as to how he al-
locates the marks. Supreme 
Court in the Judgment of 
Praveen Singh v. State of 
Punjab and Ors (2000 8 
SCC 633) held that Require-
ments of not acting contrary 
to fair play, good conscience 
and equity is arbitrariness, 
and the same is not permis-
sible. Furthermore, it is im-
portant to note that failure 
to disclose the criteria used 
to evaluate the candidates 
violates the Principle of 
natural justice principles 
and renders the entire inter-
view/viva-voce evaluation 
process arbitrary. Thereby, 
not adopting proper criteria 
for the evolution of marks 
is in contradiction with the 
Constitutional provisions 
provided in Part III of the 
Constitution. Further, arbi-

trary evaluation without a 
corrective measure also vio-
lates Part III constitutional 
provisions.
NON-COMPLIANCE 
OF THE NEW AMEND-
MENT OF 2016
Initially, Rule 15 sub-rule 
(c) of the Bihar Civil Service 
(Judicial Branch) (Recruit-
ment) Rules, 1955 was pre-
vailing, which provided that 
there shall be no qualifying 
marks in the interview/vi-
va-voce examination. Sub-
sequently, in the year 2014, 
an amendment took place 
and a new provision was 
inserted. The said provision 
reads as “15(c) There shall be 
a qualifying mark of 35% for 
the viva-voce test”. Later on, 
in the year 2016, again an 
amendment on 28.12.2016 
took place. The new amend-
ment of 2016, reads as “The 
existing Rule 15 shall be sub-
stituted by as hereunder: - a) 
The High Court shall have 
the discretion to fix the 
qualifying marks in any or 
all the subjects at the writ-

ten examination, in consul-
tation with the Commission. 
b) The minimum qualifying 
marks shall be relaxed by 
5% marks in each theory pa-
per and by 5% lower marks 
in the aggregate than the 
general category candidates 
in respect of all reserved cat-
egory candidates including 
women and orthopedically 
disabled category candi-
dates.” Thereby deleting 
the sub-rule (c) of Rule 15.” 
Thereby, the Rule 15 (c) was 
again deleted. 

It is obvious from the 
above discussion, that the 
sub-rule (c) of Rule 15 that 
specified the minimum 
qualifying marks for the 
interview/viva-voce exam 
was deleted when Rule 15 
was replaced by a new rule 
as a result of a revision to 
the Bihar Civil Services 
(Judicial Branch) recruiting 
regulations in 2016. How-
ever, the aforementioned 
amendment was not imple-
mented, and through the 
advertisement, they once 
more indicated that the 
minimum qualifying mark 
for the interview/viva-voce 
test was 35%. 
REPORT OF JUSTICE 
JAGANNATHA SHETTY 
COMMISSION 
In the year 1996, a commis-
sion was setup to examine 
the grievances of the staff of 
the Subordinate Judiciary 
as per the direction of the 

Supreme Court. This was 
headed by none other than 
Justice Jagannatha Shetty. 
In his final report, the com-
mission, in regard to the in-
terview/viva voce observed 
that “The Commission has 
received innumerable com-
plaints that the selection 
by only viva-voce has more 
often led to arbitrariness 
if not whimsical selection, 
unjust if not unreasonable 
with respect to High Courts, 
we do not want to carry 
any such impression. But 
we do feel that there is less 
transparency and objectiv-
ity in the selection process”. 
The committee has recom-
mended that Each candidate 
should have between 25 and 
30 minutes to complete the 
viva-voce test in a thorough 
and scientific manner. The 
viva-voce shall equal to 50 
marks. There won’t be a cut-
off score for the viva-voce 
test. Further, it was also rec-
ommended that The merit 
list will be prepared on the 
basis of marks/grades ob-
tained both in the Written 
Examination and viva-voce. 
Moreover, in regard of the 
procedure, the committee 
recommends that “The viva-
voce Examination will adopt 
the following procedure: (a) 
Pro-forma containing cat-
egories such as knowledge 
/ Skills / Attitudes / Ethics 
/ Communication / Charac-
ter, etc., be developed (this 

will depend on what are 
the qualities the judiciary 
is looking for in the pro-
spective Judges being inter-
viewed) in advance and each 
category may be given rela-
tive weightage (credits) in 
terms of marks. For exam-
ple, if the total Viva marks 
are 100, one may assign 10 
marks for knowledge / com-
prehension, 5 marks for eth-
ics /attitude, 25 marks for 
skills of judging, 10 marks 
for communication abilities, 
10 marks for general knowl-
edge, etc…”.

The aforementioned 
guidelines have been sug-
gested by the Justice Shetty 
Commission after it found 

“arbitrariness” and “unjust-
ness” in the viva-voce test.

SELECTION EX-
CLUSIVELY ON THE 
BASIS OF VIVA VOCE 
TEST IGNORING THE 
MARKS IN WRITTEN 
TEST IS NOT VAILD. 
One such instance arises in 
the judgment of Praveen 
Singh v. State of Punjab 
and Ors (2000 8 SCC 633). 
The selection process un-
der Rule 12 (1) of Punjab De-
velopment and Panchayat 
Class-II (Service ) Rules, 
1974 was under question. It 
stated that specific marks 
were earmarked for writ-
ten examination of various 
subjects together with total-
ity of marks for viva voce 
test. Out of 450 marks, only 

50 marks were allotted to 
the interview - on the such 
distribution of marks 50 
marks of viva voce alone 
cannot be relevant and 
crucial for selection treat-
ing the other 400 marks as 
superfluous and of no effect 
at all. The court in the Pres-
ent case observed that plac-
ing reliance on 50 marks for 
selection and avoiding 400 
marks is unreasonable and 
arbitrary. The commission 
ought to have taken note 
of the written examination 
result as well - The commis-
sion was directed to com-
plete the appointment in ac-
cordance with existing rules. 
Both written and viva voce 
tests should be taken into 
consideration for effecting 
the appointment.
CONCLUSION. 
In the present case, we have 
seen that the procedure ad-
opted in the interview really 
raises a great concern on the 
grounds of equality and the 
principle of natural justice. 
In my opinion, the proce-
dure adopted in the inter-
view itself is unconstitu-
tional. The grounds for the 
same have been discussed at 
length in this article. Even if 
we rely on the judgment of 
the supreme court, we can 
say that the procedure ad-
opted was unconstitutional 
on the ground of arbitrari-
ness and violation of the 
right to Equality. 

ANALYSIS

An analysis of the constitutionality of the interview procedure 
adopted in the Bihar Judicial Services Examination

RAJU KUMAR



world the daily guardian review
saturday |  22 october 2022
new delhi10

warfare

‘How to use 
drones: Iranian 
troops to train 
Russians’
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

The US alleged that Iranian military personnel have visited 
the Crimea, where Russian military personnel have been 
piloting Tehran’s drones, which are targeting civilian infra-
structure in Ukraine.

According to CNN, John Kirby, the communications coordi-
nator at the National Security Council, said, “We can confirm 
that Russian military personnel that are based in Crimea have 
been piloting Iranian UAVs, using them to conduct strikes 
across Ukraine, including strikes against Kyiv,” according to 
CNN. He further said that the presence of Iranian personnel 
was evidence of Tehran’s direct engagement in the conflict.

“Iranian military personnel were on the ground in Crimea 
and assisted with these operations,” Kirby said. “Russia has 
received dozens of UAVs so far and will likely continue to 
receive additional shipments in the future.”

He further said that Tehran is now directly engaged on the 
ground and through the provision of weapons that are im-
pacting civilians and civilian infrastructure in Ukraine, CNN 
reported.

He said the Russians weren’t familiar with the use of the 
drones and needed help from the Iranian personnel to use 
them.

This statement came after the three explosions that were 
heard in Kyiv at around 6.45 am (local time) on Monday. Kirby 
indicated that the US would set aside its efforts to renegotiate 
a nuclear deal with Iran because of its involvement with Rus-
sia’s military, according to CBC.

And also, Iran’s brutal crackdown on protesters following 
the September death of a woman who was arrested in Tehran 
for “inappropriate attire” is also the reason behind the rene-
gotiation of the nuclear deal.

Following Russia’s attack on  the Ukranian capital with  
Iran-made-Kamikaze drones, Washington said that it will 
hold Moscow accountable for “war crimes” 

As many as four peo-
ple were killed in an 
attack in Ukraine’s 

Kherson, which Russia 
blames on Kyiv for using US-
supplied HIMARS missiles 
to attack civilians evacuating 
from the annexed region.

This comes two days after 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin announced that he 
would impose martial law in 
the four regions in Ukraine 
he illegally annexed last 
month as his military strug-
gles to maintain its grip on 
territory amid Ukrainian ad-
vances, Al Jazeera reported. 
“Ukrainian forces launched 

a missile attack on a civilian 
crossing,” said Kirill Strem-
ousov, the Russian-installed 
deputy governor of Kherson.

He did not say what weap-
ons were used.

Earlier on Wednesday, 
they announced the impo-
sition of martial law in four 
areas of Ukraine that Russia 
announced it had annexed 
last month.

The four regions occupied 
by Russia are Donetsk, Lu-
hansk, Kherson, and Zapor-
izhzhia. CNN reported that 
Putin made these comments 
during a Security Council 
meeting.

In this regard, let me re-
mind you that in the Do-
netsk People’s Republic, the 

Luhansk People’s Republic, 
as well as in the Kherson 
and Zaporizhzhia regions, 
martial law was in effect 
before joining Russia, Putin 
said during a televised ad-
dress.

“Now we need to for-
malise this regime within 
the framework of Russian 
legislation,” he said, add-
ing that a decree of martial 
law in these four regions of 
the Russian Federation has 
been introduced formally 
and will be immediately sent 
to the Federation Council, 
CNN reported.

Earlier, the Russian lead-
ers in the annexed regions 
started relocating people in 
huge numbers.

After Russia annexed four 
Ukrainian regions of Do-
netsk, Luhansk, Kherson, 
and Zaporizhia, concerns 
have been sparked globally 
that Moscow could resort to 
nuclear weapons.

Putin formally announced 
the annexation of four re-
gions—Donetsk, Luhansk, 
Kherson, and Zaporizhia—
recently and claimed that 
“this is the will of millions of 
people,” according to CNN.

Putin said the residents 
in the four annexed regions 
will now be Russia’s “citi-
zens forever”.

Russia’s annexation of 
Crimea has sparked wide 
criticism from around the 
world. 

loss of life

four killed in kherson, 
russia blames ukraine 
TDG NETWORK
KYIV

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman 
and former Prime Minister Imran Khan 
has given a 72-hour deadline to his team to 
prepare his container for the ‘Azadi March’, 
which will begin soon.

The container is being renovated. The party 
has asked for the installation of air condition-
ers, fans, air coolers, LEDs, toilets, and even 
heaters in the container. The leadership will 
decide if the container will be taken to Lahore 
or Peshawar. On the other hand, the district 
administration has seized over 700 contain-
ers to counter the ‘Azadi March’. The capital 
police have stated that they will manage ap-
proximately 1,100 containers to seal off the 
capital during the long march. Out of the 
total, 525 containers have been placed on 22 
different roads.

Earlier on Monday, the PTI chief warned 
the Shehbaz Sharif-led government that the 
anti-government “Azadi March” would not 
be delayed past October as they have com-
pleted their preparations.

At a press conference, Khan said: “My 
march will be held in October if the govern-
ment does not announce the date for the next 
general election,” reported Geo News.

The PTI chief warned the government that 

multitudes of people would take to the streets 
in response to his call to the nation for the 
anti-government march.

Khan said he was still cutting the govern-
ment some slack so that they could decide 
on it. “I am actually giving them some more 
time before embarking on our long march 
protest.”

Meanwhile, Interior Minister Rana Sanaul-
lah  warned Imran Khan that they will re-
spond with “full force” if he announces a long 
march and enters the federal capital, 

In a press conference in Islamabad, he  said 
that Khan has started the culture of bringing 
huge crowds out on the streets, but the gov-
ernment knows how to end it. “We also know 
how to take a similar path,” he said.

ultimatum

Imran Khan gives 72-hours to his party 
to ready his container for Azadi March
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s Chief of Army 
Staff, General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa, on Friday said that 
he will not take an extension 
and retire after five weeks, 
reports local News.

The COAS, said that the 
army would not play any 
role in politics. Notably, Ba-
jwa is set to retire on Novem-
ber 29 this year, and all eyes 
are focused on the appoint-
ment of the new army chief.

Earlier, Bajwa assured the 
nation that the armed forces 
have distanced themselves 
from politics and want to 
stay away from it in the fu-
ture as well. He was given a 
three-year extension on No-
vember 29, 2019.

While addressing the gath-
ering ,Bajwa said that he 
would leave after the com-
pletion of his second three-
year term in two months.

There was speculation that 
he may get a second exten-
sion after a reported meeting 
between Bajwa and PMLN 
supremo Nawaz Sharif in 
London.

Post the Bajwa-Sharif 
meeting, the current discus-
sion on possible successors 

to Bajwa in November could 
take a new turn. The pos-
sible successors are: Corps 
Commander Rawalpindi, Lt 
Gen Sahir Shamshad Mirza, 
Lt Gen Azhar Abbas, Lt Gen 
Nauman Mahmood Raja, 
and Lt Gen Faiz Hameed.

It should be noted that 
Corps Commander Gujran-
wala Muhammad Amir, 
Corps Commander Mul-
tan Lt Gen Chiragh Haider, 
and ISI DG Lt Gen Nadeem 
Ahmed Anjum Sheikh are 
likely to remain in the queue.

Moreover, the recent pro-
motion of 12 major generals 
has set the stage for a major 
reshuffle in Pakistan’s top 
military brass.

The latest promotion was 
seen as one of the more con-

sequential decisions by Chief 
of Army Staff Gen. Qamar 
Javed Bajwa ahead of his re-
tirement, as the 12 promoted 
officers would form a major 
chunk of the team that the 
new chief would inherit in 
November.

It was rare to see such a 
large number of promotions 
to the rank of lieutenant gen-
eral at one time. The promo-
tions in the army had been 
overdue for almost a year, 
though these elevations are 
normally said to be based on 
vacancies.

The 12 newly-promoted 
generals would be taking up 
the positions vacated after 
retirement of three lieuten-
ant generals in mid-October 
2021.

the end

Pak Army Chief Bajwa 
to retire after 5 weeks, 
not to seek extension
TDG NETWORK
RAWALPINDI

global tension

Major global powers 
anxious about 
Pakistan’s nukes
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

At a time when US Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s words put 
the spotlight on Pakistan 
as “the most dangerous na-
tion in the world”, Pakistan’s 
nuclear capabilities are also 
occupying a position of sig-
nificance and creating anxi-
eties for various major global 
powers.

US President Biden at a 
Democratic Congressio-
nal Campaign Committee 
reception in Los Angeles 
(California), during which 
he berated both China and 
Russia, said, “This is a guy 
(Xi Jinping) who under-
stands what he wants but 
has an enormous, enormous 
array of problems. How do 
we handle that? How do we 
handle that relative to what’s 
going on in Russia? And 
what I think is maybe one 
of the most dangerous na-
tions in the world: Pakistan. 
“Nuclear weapons without 
any cohesion.” Pakistan’s 
government, the Taliban, its 
various outfits in Pakistan 
and Afghanistan, and other 
jihadist groups inside Paki-
stan have created a worry 
over the nuclear weaponry 
falling into terrorist hands, 
reported Global Strat View.

Pakistan supports the Tali-
ban covertly. The world be-
lieves that Pakistan’s nuclear 
programme remains a threat 
to being stolen by terrorist 
organizations. Afghanistan 
quickly fell into the Taliban’s 
extremist clutches last Au-
gust, after the withdrawal of 
US troops from Afghan soil.

The political upheaval in 
Afghanistan also has region-
al repercussions, especially 
for those in neighboring 
Pakistan. Meanwhile, Paki-
stan’s continued production 
of fissile material and sub-
sequent weapons, as well as 
the potential deployment of 
more tactical nuclear weap-
ons, only makes the increas-
ing possibility of the misuse 
of these materials more glar-
ing and plausible, reported 
Global Strat View.

A London-based Pakistani 
journalist, Farooq Sulehria, 
said, “The Talibanization 
of the Pakistan military is 
something we can’t overlook. 
What if there was an inter-
nal Taliban takeover of the 
nuclear assets? “

During the Obama admin-
istration, a Harvard nuclear 
expert, Graham Alli son, 
stated, “When you map 
weapons of mass destruc-
tion and terrorism, all roads 
intersect in Pakistan.”

festivity

New York City announces 
school holiday on Diwali 
from 2023

Diwali will be a holiday 
for New York City public 
schools starting next year 
in 2023, Mayor Eric Adams 
announced on Thursday.

Adams, joined by New 
York Assembly Member 
Jenifer Rajkumar, who had 
introduced the legislation to 
recognize Diwali, and New 
York City Schools Chancel-
lor David Banks, CNN re-
ported. 

Legislators swapped out 
Anniversary Day, better 
known to old-timers as 
“Brooklyn-Queens Day,” 
which is celebrated on the 
first Thursday in June, for 
Diwali in the public school 
calendar.

Anniversary Day has re-
portedly been on the books 
since 1829, with schools 
observing the holiday since 
the mid-1900s, the New 

York Post reported.
Addressing a press con-

ference, Rajkumar said, 
“The time has come to rec-
ognize over 200,000 New 
Yorkers of the Hindu, Bud-
dhist, Sikh, and Jain faiths 
who celebrate Diwali, the 
Festival of Lights.”

She called Anniversary 
Day “an obscure and anti-
quated day,” as compared to 
Diwali, which is celebrated 
by a “growing number of 
New Yorkers,” reported 
CNN.

“People have said that 
there’s simply not enough 
room in the New York City 
school calendar to have 
a Diwali school holiday,” 
the assembly woman said. 
“Well, my legislation makes 
the room.”

Rajkumar further added 
that the new school sched-
ule will still have 180 days, 
as is required by the state’s 
education laws.

deprivation

fraud

army escalating genocide 
with canadian firm: 
baloch national movement Arrest of Vietnamese businesswoman 

reveals shady links with China

Drawing parallels with the exploitative projects of China in 
Balochistan, Baloch activists termed the international in-
vestment by a Canadian firm, Barrick Gold, in the province 
a “double standard” by the west and urged the firm to avoid 
investing in Balochistan in view of the human rights abuses 
and the deprivation of freedom of the Baloch.

The activists have accused the Pakistani Army of using fi-
nancial support from international companies like Canadian 
firm Barrick Gold to further the genocide in Balochistan. “We 
have repeatedly protested the involvement of the Canadian 
firm Barrick Gold in the Reko Dik project and we have de-
manded that no aid of any kind be given to Pakistan as Paki-
stan is using the aid received by the international community 
against the Baloch,” said Dil Murad Baloch, Secretary General 
of the Baloch National Movement (BNM).

So far, he said, the firm has not withdrawn from this project, 
which is a matter of great concern. He also highlighted that 
western media criticizes CPEC and other exploitative projects 
of China in Balochistan, but when companies from western 
countries follow China’s footsteps in Balochistan, then it is 
considered positive.

“The Canadian government and Barrick Gold should avoid 
investing in Balochistan because of human rights abuses, 
Pakistan is using our resources to strengthen its colonial 
position by killing and dumping the dead bodies of Baloch 
people,” he said.

The arrest of the chairwom-
an of the Vietnam-based 
Van Thinh Phat Holdings 
Group, Troung My Lan, has 
again brought the Chinese 
connection with business 
tycoons in Vietnam into the 
limelight, The Singapore 
Post reported.

Earlier, on 8 October, 
Troung My Lan was arrest-
ed on suspicion of financial 
fraud as the country intensi-
fied its long anti-graft fight 
drive, The Strait Times re-
ported. Truong My Lan was 
accused of illegally issuing 
bonds to raise trillions of 
dong (tens of millions of dol-
lars) from investors during 
the 2018-2019 periods, the 
Ministry of Public Security 
of Vietnam said in a news 
statement released on 8 Oc-
tober.

Troung My Lan’s husband, 
who is Cantonese Chinese 
and deals in real estate, is re-
ported to be a distant family 
member of former disgraced 
Chinese security tsar Zhou 
Yongkang and maintains 
strong ties with senior party 
functionaries in China.

The unnatural deaths of 
three senior executives from 
Van Thinh Phat Group dur-
ing the first few days of Octo-
ber 2022 raised speculation 
of Chinese connection in this 
case, according to The Singa-
pore Post.

The Vietnamese authori-
ties are assuming that the 
three people, belonging to 
the Van Thinh Phat group, 
have been eliminated by 
Chinese spies to save Lan, 
as they had proof of all her 
misdoings. There are also 
rumours that the death of 
Vietnam’s former President 

Tran Dai Quang was also 
linked to the Chinese. Tran 
died in 2018 while holding 
the post of President. Lan 
allegedly paid him one bil-
lion dollars as a bribe, but 
he did not advance Chinese 
interests.

According to senior doc-
tors in his case, no investiga-
tions could point out what 
disease he was suffering 
from and it appeared to be a 
case of poisoning, according 
to the Singapore Post.Con-
sidering the sensitivity , the 
Vietnamese authorities have 
banned media houses from 
publishing this story and 
have attributed the deaths 
to natural causes.To pre-
vent Chinese nationals from 
purchasing land in strategic 
locations, the Vietnamese 
govt prohibited foreigners 
from purchasing land along 
the Danang coast.
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top of the day

pakistan army 
bans pashto 
in army public 
schools
KHYBER PAKHTUNKH-
WA: In a recent crackdown 
against one of Pakistan’s 
largest ethnic minorities, 
the Pakistan Army has 
banned Pashto in its Army 
Public Schools.
As it has been banned now 
in many schools of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, students 
have been warned they 
would be fined if caught 
speaking in the lan-
guage. Several Pakistani 
journalists and political 
activists on social media 
condemned the move and 
said that the ban must be 
highlighted and stopped.
In a statement, the head 
of the Pashtun Tahafuz 
Movement, Manzoor 
Pashteen said in response 
to this action: “Pashto has 
been removed from the 
media, curriculum, justice 
and politics for a long time, 
but in many schools, it is 
also forbidden to speak 
Pashto normally.”

Xi under garb of 
anti-corruption 
drive crushed 
political rivalry
BEIJING: Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, under the 
garb of an anti-corruption 
drive, crushed his rivals 
and ensured the develop-
ment of a party hierarchy 
which is centred on his 
cult of personality.
Bo Xilai, a former Polit-
buro member, who was 
most active in challenging 
Xi’s claim to the position of 
the supreme leader went 
out of his way to create 
his own personality cult. 
However, in carrying out 
his cult politics, Xilai had 
upset some party mem-
bers. However, President 
Xi Jinping took an entirely 
different approach. Xi did 
not make his cult politics 
look obvious. He was 
rather known as a careful 
technocrat, according to 
the reports.

Japan could 
rethink its post-
wwii ‘pacifist’ 
posture 
TOKYO: In order to tackle 
challenges emerging out 
of China’s forced unifica-
tion of Taiwan, Japan can 
now cut the shackles of its 
post world war II pacifist 
posture and let go of the 
restraints it has put on 
its Self-Defence Forces, 
media reports said quoting 
analysts.
Japan is moving away 
from its post-war pacifist 
policies in view of a more 
aggressive Chinese stance 
over Taiwan. Analysts 
believe the Taiwan issue 
presents a “life and death 
challenge” to Japan. Tokyo 
will now up its ante to 
make itself ready for the 
uncertainties in the region.

beiJing’s 
economy grows 
gloomy amid 
strict covid 
norms
BEIJING : China’s Presi-
dent Xi Jinping has restat-
ed that national security 
and politics are of utmost 
importance in his State 
of the Nation address. 
However, the transpar-
ency in economic figures 
of the country seems to 
lack under the regime of 
Xi Jinping. This is evident 
in the slowing economic 
growth and employment 
seen in the country.
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Family 
members 
of a police 

personnel, who 
lost his life in 

the line of duty, 
pay tribute to 
him during a 
ceremony to 

mark the ‘ Police 
Commemoration 

Day’, in Bhopal 
on Friday. ANI

COMMEMORATION

#BarackOBama 

Barack OBama lOOkalike’s phOtO 
wearing sherwani gOes viral
The Internet is a landmine for memes. From political 
figures to celebrities, there isn’t any one famous person 
who has not been trolled or been dedicated a meme. In 
a latest, a photo is going viral on the Internet in which a 
mannequin looking like Barack Obama is wearing ethnic 
clothes. With Diwali just around the corner, the photo is 
taking the Internet by a storm. 

A Twitter user named @lilcosmiccoiwgirl shared the 
post on Twitter and captioned it as “obama’s Diwali 
party outfit”. Reacting to the post, one of the users said, 
“that’s Baraat Obama”. Another user said, “plays taash, 
eats paan and launches drone attacks in the spirit of the 
festive period.” Meanwhile, another one called him, 
“Sherbani Obama.”

I appeal to 
all tourists in 
the country 
to spend at 
least 5% of 
their travel 
budget on 
buying local 
products.
— NareNdra Modi

BRAIN-PICKING

COMPANIONSHIP 

‘This doesn’t suit you’ : TV’s Sita 
faces wrath over glam video
TDG NeTwork
New Delhi 

STUDY ECO-FRIENDLY

CHIMPANzEES SYNC THEIR FOOTSTEPS LIKE HUMANSDIYAS ARE MADE OUT OF COw DUNG 
AT THIS GAUSHALA 

Chimps share a human 
tendency to unconsciously 
synchronise their footsteps 
when walking beside one 
another, according to a new 
study conducted by re-
searchers from the Univer-
sity of St Andrews and the 
Central European Univer-
sity in Vienna.

While it is already under-
stood that chimpanzees can 
coordinate when working 
towards a goal, such as pull-
ing a string to release food, 
much less is known about 
their propensity to coordi-
nate spontaneously.

The study, led by Dr 
Manon Schweinfurth, Lec-
turer in the School of Psy-
chology and Neuroscience 
at St Andrews and pub-
lished in the journal Cur-
rent Biology on 20 October, 
recorded the walking be-
haviour of chimpanzees at 
the Chimfunshi Wildlife Or-
phanage Trust, a sanctuary 
in Zambia, under different 
conditions. The chimpan-
zees were observed when 
walking alone or when 
walking next to others.

Researchers observed that 
chimpanzees show unin-
tentional synchronisation 
in their steps when walking 
next to one another, sug-
gesting that human’s strong 
tendency to coordinate sim-
ple actions is shared with 
our closest primate relative, 
and therefore might be an 

ancestral trait.
Dr Schweinfurth said, 

“Humans deliberately plan 
and coordinate actions 
with others during sports 
games, group dances, mu-
sical ensembles, or military 
actions. But it is also part of 
our daily life—like carrying 
items together or getting a 
child dressed. Indeed, joint 
actions have been suggested 
to be crucial for our success 
as a species because much 
more can be achieved to-
gether than alone. In fact, 
we can’t help it and coor-
dinate actions even when 
it is not necessary to do so, 
such as falling into the same 
rhythm as someone walk-
ing next to us. “

“In contrast, one of our 
closest living relatives, the 

chimpanzee, does not ap-
pear to show the same pref-
erence for rather complex 
joint actions. But little is 
known about simpler forms 
of joint action, such as a ten-
dency to fall into inter-in-
dividual synchrony. Chim-
panzees are particularly 
interesting here, as they are 
a good model for our last 
common ancestor with oth-
er African great apes. “

“We investigated whether 
chimpanzees spontaneous-
ly coordinate their actions 
in a semi-natural environ-
ment when coordination 
was neither planned nor the 
goal of an interaction, i.e., 
when they were walking 
close to each other. For this, 
we recorded their undis-
turbed walking behaviour 

under different conditions. 
We found that chimpanzees 
show unintentional syn-
chronisation in their steps 
when walking next to con-
specifics. “

The study involved both 
male and female chimpan-
zees of a variety of ages, 
some related and some un-
related. When the chimpan-
zees walked together, a step 
by one walker was followed 
by the same respective foot 
of the other walker in 79% 
of the cases within less than 
0.5 seconds.

“This study provides 
evidence that chimpanzees 
temporally synchronise 
their body movements to 
the movements of their con-
specifics. This interpersonal 
coordination of movements 
is often called entrainment 
and relies on perception-
action links that become 
coupled. Understanding 
which mechanisms humans 
share with other species can 
help us understand the evo-
lutionary origins of more 
sophisticated forms of joint 
action. “

“This study provides evi-
dence that this simple form 
of coordination is shared 
between humans and their 
closest living relatives. The 
difference in more complex 
forms of coordination be-
tween humans and chim-
panzees is thus probably 
due to more sophisticated 
underlying mechanisms. 
Future studies are needed to 
identify those. "

FIvE UNIqUE DIwALI RITUALS IN 
DIFFERENT PARTS OF INDIA
Diwali, the festival of lights, is the most awaited 
festival throughout the country. The glory of Diwali 
is seen in each part of the diverse nation. Mostly, 
this festival is celebrated by lightning diyas to com-
memorate the homecoming of lord Rama, Mata 
Sita, and their brother lakshman after 14 years of 
exile. however, Diwali traditions and festivities dif-
fer from state to state. here are five unique Diwali 
rituals in different parts of the country. 
 

celeBrating guru nanak’s 
return tO punjaB
Diwali for Sikhs is a tale of the Sikh battle 
for freedom. The sixth Guru of the Sikhs, 

Guru Nanak, was imprisoned by the emperor 
Jahangir, fearing his increasing popularity and 
influence. The Sikhs celebrate the festival of Bandi 
Chhor Diwas to commemorate his release from the 
Gwalior fort. it coincides with Diwali. Bandi Chhor 
Diwas is celebrated in the same way as Diwali.

gOddess kali wOrship in 
east india
in most parts of india, Goddess lakshmi 
is worshipped during Diwali. But in east 
india, particularly west Bengal, Odisha, 

and Assam, Goddess Kali is honoured on the new 
moon in Kartik. The ceremonies are carried out at 
night, and since red hibiscus flowers are thought 
to be her favourite, her followers do the puja using 
them. Along with rice, lentils, and sweets, fish is 
among the most crucial items fed to her. 

stOne pelting Fair in 
himachal pradesh 
in Dhami, himachal Pradesh, a stone-
pelting festival known as ‘Pathar Ka 
Mela’ is celebrated as a religious 

celebration; getting struck during the festivities 
is regarded as auspicious. The blood drawn from 
those who are hurt is used to put a tilak on the idol 
of Goddess Kali at a neighbouring temple. 

crOp marriage in 
chhattisgarh
The Bastar region of Chhattisgarh’s trib-
al inhabitants observe Diwali as ‘Diyari.’ 
A ceremonial union of crops in fields 

with an idol of lord Narayana marks the start of 
the celebration. The practise of storing food grain 
comes next. The tribal village of Bastar honours 
livestock owners with alcohol on the first day of the 
festival. During the three-day Diwali festival, the 
crop is worshipped as a representation of Goddess 
lakshmi, and the cattle are decked with flowers.

Burning narkasur’s eFFigy 
in gOa
The festival of lights is observed in Goa 
in a very distinctive way. Diwali is also 

referred to as Narkasur Chaturdashi in Goa. Ac-
cording to myth, the monarch of Goa was named 
Narkasur. he had magical skills, was haughty, and 
malicious. lord Krishna killed Narkasur early in 
the morning, shortly before daybreak. The Narka-
sur effigies are made by locals in Goa out of grass, 
old paper, and other materials. They are then filled 
with firecrackers and paraded across the city. On 
the eve of Diwali, men then burn the effigy to the 
ground.

- APOORVA CHAUDHARY

Stone pelting fair in Himachal Pradesh.

No existing society 
generates enough 
wealth for everyone 

to be rich. From antiquity, 
the world has had a handful 
of people who are rich, and 
the rest are always trying 
their best to get themselves 
added to those few. Most of 
us imagine that just about 
all our problems would 
disappear if we were only 
really wealthy. Having a lot 
of money would mean that 
we would not have to worry 
about keeping a roof over 
our heads, sending our kids 
to any school they wanted to 
attend, or having enough to 
live very comfortably in re-
tirement.

Getting wealthy can be 
done in different ways; win-
ning a lottery jackpot, inheri-
tance, and, of course, hard 
work and investments. Here 
is the glitch: if one achieves 

wealth through lots of hard 
work, she/he is appreciated 
for all the sacrifices that have 
been made along the way. 
One may have worked long 
hours and may have missed 
being with the family, va-
cations, relationships, and 
much more. Those are all 
meaningful losses.

If wealth suddenly drops 

into one’s lap, perhaps 
through inheritance, one 
may find it uneasy to deal 
with, and it is duly accom-
panied by uneasiness for 
the people around. So, how 
you get rich, when you get 
rich and what’s the quan-
tum of wealth defines how 
people around you will treat 
you. The overnight wealth 
qualifies all your intellect 
and efforts with only one 
statement, “well she/ he was 
lucky!” However, if you are 
traditionally rich, things are 
not as easy as you feel. “Mon-
ey cannot buy you love and 
happiness” is indeed meant 
for you. And yes, the other 
most talked about aspects 
are: rich people get more 
depressed when compared 
to middle class people; they 
find it hard to deal with risks 
as compared to a poor per-
son, as there is much to lose; 
having trust in co-workers, 
relatives, neighbors, even 
family is a bit difficult, be-
cause you are the go-to per-
son, when they need money. 
And if dating or looking for 
a spouse, the questions are 
quite serious, “Does she re-

ally find you fascinating, or 
is it just your bank balance?”

Related to the problem 
above is that once people 
know you are rich, there are 
many other stereotypes. You 
are considered greedy, shal-
low, and materialistic, and 
your wealth has a lot to do 
with cheating, expertise in 
various loopholes. And yes, 
for some, it is even about 
their own loss. Truly, one 
person’s good fortune is tied 
to the bad fortune of another.

We missed out on the sym-
pathy part, especially when 
you are famous along with 
being rich. It has a lot to do 
with the loss of your priva-
cy, the inability to walk into 
restaurants or stores, the 
disturbance of being photo-
graphed, and the butt of all 
the gossip.

And yes, you are the one 
whose carbon footprint is 
large enough to impact this 
universe and create havoc 
like climate change and 
global warming. Indeed! You 
are the poor rich guy on this 
earth. 
Dr Benazir Patil is the Chief 
Executive Officer of SCHOOL. 

BeNazIr PaTIl
SATURDAY READ

DISPARITY 

OHH, THE POOR RICH
The world has had a handful of people who are rich, and the rest are 
always trying their best to get themselves added to those few.

Actor Dipika Chikhlia on Wednes-
day faced backlash on social media 
for sharing a reel video on her social 
media.

Taking to Instagram, Dipika Chikhlia 
shared a transition reel, which she cap-
tioned, “Change and transformation.”

In the video, the veteran actor can 
be seen transforming her look from a 
night suit to a beautiful green dress.

Soon after Dipika shared the video, 
fans swamped the comment section 
with red heart emoticons, whereas 
some of her followers didn’t like the 
reel video and trolled the ‘Ramayan’ 
actor.

“Yah sab Sobha nahin deta tumko,” 

a user commented.
Another user wrote, “Aapki har Ghar 

mein Puja hoti hai sita Mata FIR Aisa 
Avatar kyon.”

“This doesn’t suit you as per your 

decent image of Sita,” another person 
commented. A user wrote, “Aapko sab 
seeta maiya ke roop m dekhte h please 
kabhi galat post mat dalna.”

In director Ramanand Sagar’s popu-
lar TV series “Ramayan”, Dipika por-
trayed the role of Sita alongside actors 
Arun Govil (Ram) and Sunil Lahiri 
(Laxman).

The impact of the show was so pow-
erful that even after so many years, 
fans consider Arun and Dipika as the 
real Lord Ram and Goddess Sita and 
even take their blessings.

Previously, Dipika faced a lot of back-
lash on social media for her modern 
attire. Meanwhile, Dipika was recently 
seen in director Karan Razdan’s film 
“Hindutva: Chapter One,” which was 
released on 7 October 2022.

TDG NeTwork
wAShiNGTON  

TDG NeTwork
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Prime Minister, pitches for vocal for local. 

A gaushala in Chandigarh 
has made diyas out of cow 
dung in a bid to promote the 
eco-friendly celebration of 
Diwali.

Vinod Kumar, Vice-pres-
ident of the Gauri Shankar 
Sewa Dal Gaushala, said that 
they have mixed «havan sa-
magari» with cow dung to 
create diyas.

"Cow dung diyas are eco-
friendly diyas. These diyas 
spread goodness and posi-

tivity," Vinod Kumar shared.
Also, these cow dung di-

yas will be distributed free 
of cost among people on 
Dhanteras, which is falling 
on 23 October.

Cow dung diyas can be 
used as organic manure for 
gardens after the festival 
and so to some extent it also 
tries to tackle the problem of 
waste generated after Diwali 
as cow-dung can be easily 
mixed with the soil.

Diwali is observed on the 
15th day of the month of 
Kartika.

When the chimpanzees walked together, a 
step by one walker was followed by the same 
respective foot of the other walker in 79% 
of the cases within less than 0.5 seconds.
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IN-HOUSE SERIES

WE WOmEN WaNt: VallI 
aRUNacHalam ON gENdER 
dIScRImINatION IN bOaRd ROOm 

TDG NeTwork
New Delhi 

Priya Sahgal in conversation with Valli Arunachalam.

This week on We Wom-
en Want, we have Valli 
Arunachalam, the eldest 
daughter of former Muru-
gappa Group Executive 
Chairman M.V. Murugap-
pan. 

DEMANDING 
EQUALITY
A nuclear scientist herself 
and an expert on semicon-
ductors, Valli has been fight-
ing a legal battle with the 
family-owned Murugappa 
group for the right to sit on 
the board ever since her fa-
ther passed away in 2017. 
The request is simple: Valli 
wants to be treated on par 
with the other sharehold-
ers in the family, who are all 
male.

QUESTIONING NORMS 
If sons can be given a place 
on the board, then why can’t 
a daughter, she asks. In the 
Murugappa family, every 

family branch has one son 
except two branches—one 
branch chose to adopt a son 
to carry on the inheritance, 
but the late M.V. Murugap-
pan decided to pass on the 
entire inheritance to his wife 
and his two daughters.

GENDER 
DISCRIMINATION 
Valli also tells us that while 
her claim was shot down 
unanimously by the board, 
a 23-year-old and less quali-
fied cousin was given a place, 
and yes, he is a male. What 
Valli is asking is that either 
she be given a place on the 
board or else her 8.23 % 
stake should be bought out 
at a just value. 

She is fighting a legal battle 
on the issue against Ambadi 
Investments Ltd (AIL), the 
flagship company of the 
38,000-crore Murugappa 
Group and family members. 
Her charge is that she is be-
ing discriminated against 
because of her gender.

As a nuclear scientist, she 

is quite used to holding her 
own in a world traditionally 
occupied by men, so she is 
quite hurt by the discrimi-
nation from her own family.

FIGHTING FOR A CAUSE 
Moreover, she also sees her 

fight as one for the larger 
cause of gender equality in 
corporate India. According 
to her, women bring much 
more to the boardroom as 
they are better at multitask-
ing and nurturing talent 
than men. As the show’s host 
Priya Sahgal, Senior Execu-
tive Editor of NewsX, point-
ed out, these are some of the 
issues that we are trying 
to raise through this show, 
which focuses on women’s 
issues. 

Catch fresh episodes of 
‘We Women Want’ every 
Saturday at 7:30 PM on 
NewsX. The program will 
also be streamed live on ma-
jor OTT platforms: Daily-
hunt, Zee5, MX Player, She-
marooMe, Watcho, Mzaalo, 
Jio TV, Tata Play and PayTm 
livestreams.

What makes  a 
woman beau-
t i ful?  If  you 

thought of qualities like 
kindness, caring, etc., you 
are among the iota of people 
who value inner beauty. For 
the majority of the world, 
especially those on social 
media, there is a certain type 
that determines whether 
you are a cut above the rest 
or just a girl next door. These 
ideal standards of beauty 
change every now and then, 
but the era we are living in 
can be rightfully called the 
‘Kardarshian era’.

Majority of the women 
across age groups want to 
have fair skin, curvy waist 
and a few extra pounds at 
the butt to look instagram 
worthy. We are all guilty 
of coming across celebrity 
pictures that make us think, 
“Oh, I wish I could look like 
that.”

Having said that, we can-
not rule out the influencer 
boom because of which ‘reg-
ular girls’ have shot to fame. 
As a result, the desire to be 
popular and to look beauti-
ful has made everyone rush 
to fit themselves into the so-
cietal box. What we forget 
in this mad rush is the fact 
that everyone ends up look-
ing the same.

A little credit for the same 
also goes to cosmetic sur-

geons.
Instead of just following 

the makeup and fashion 
trends, there are many who 
don’t mind going under the 
knife.

In one of the latest epi-
sodes of The Kardashians, 
Khloe Kardarshian and her 
mother, Kris Jenner, opened 
up about going under the 
knife.  “I’m really contem-
plating getting my b**bs 
done. It’s just something 
I think about all the 
time” she continued 
before Jenner cut her 
daughter off and ex-
claimed, “Oh, let’s 
do it together!”

Khloe further 
said that she wants 
‘ample cleavage’ just 
like her sisters. “I just 
want fuller. Like when 
you see me in a bikini, I 
don’t have like, cleavage. 
Like my sisters have like 
this. “

Is this trend limited to the 
Kardarshians? No. Is it lim-
ited to Hollywood? No. Is it 
limited to Bollywood? No. 
Is it limited to influencers? 
Definitely not. We all know 
someone who has been told 
to “fix themselves” and how 
they would look even more 
beautiful if they ‘just did it’.

One visit to a skin clinic 
and you’re bound to meet 
women who have been un-

dergoing months of treat-
ment, which includes get-
ting around 20 injections 
on their face in the hopes of 
achieving clear and glowing 
skin.

The flip side of the coin is 
that those who are real and 
raw do not consider them-
selves beautiful enough, 
thus breeding insecurities.

However, there is a glim-
mer of hope with several 
brands and individuals 
breaking the glass ceiling. 
Be it plus-size influencers 
walking down the runway, 
another influencer with 
crooked 

t e e t h  f e a -
turing in a toothpaste 
advertisement or public 
condemnation of brands 
propagating the notion that 
“fair is lovely.”

The real change will come 
when we realise that every-
thing comes at a cost. As 
they say, the grass is always 
greener on the other side. 
Just like our social media 
feeds are a reflection of 

our best selves, so are your 
friends’, favourite influenc-
ers, and celebrities.  After all, 
it takes 50 pictures to find 
the one picture that finally 
makes it. Hence, the next 

time you question your-
self or have self-doubt, ask 
yourself if losing yourself to 
be someone else and looking 
like someone else is worth it 
or not.

INSta-WORtHY 

bREakINg OUt Of tHE 
‘kaRdaRSHIaN ERa’
Majority of the women across age groups want to have fair skin, curvy waist and a 
few extra pounds at the butt to look instagram worthy. We are all guilty of coming 
across celebrity pictures that make us think, “Oh, I wish I could look like that.”
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RamIta cROWNEd 
10 m aIR RIflE WOmEN’S 
jUNIOR cHampION 

India’s Ramita was crowned world 
champion in the 10m Air Rifle 
Women Junior event, after she 
defeated China’s Ying Shen 16-12 
in a close gold medal encounter at 
the International Shooting Sport 
Federation (ISSF) World Champi-
onship Rifle/Pistol in Cairo, Egypt 
this week. 

That performance and a 1-2-3 fin-
ish in the 50m Pistol Women Junior 
competition were the highlights for 
India on competition day seven at 
the Egypt International Olympic 
City (EIOC) Shooting Range, taking 
India’s tally to 25 medals including 
10 gold, five silver and 10 bronze 
medals. They are still second be-
hind China.

As per the National Rifle Associa-
tion of India (NRAI), Ramita was 
tied 12-12 in the gold medal clash 
against Ying, but finished off with 
two strong shots of 10.8 and 10.7 to 
clinch the crown in the junior ver-
sion of the Olympic event. She was 
fourth in qualification with 629.6, 
but topped the ranking round 
with a 262.8 to make it to the gold 
medal match against Ying who was 
second in the ranking round with 
262.4.

Tilottama Sen won a second med-
al for India at the event, a bronze, 
after she shot 261.0 in the ranking 
round to finish third. 

WaS bEINg ‘REdUcEd 
tO a bImbO’: mEgHaN 
maRklE

In a tell all interview this week, 
Meghan Markle revealed that she 
quit her part in the show ‘Deal or 
No Deal’ in 2006, as according to 
her she was being “reduced to a 
bimbo.” 

Meghan admitted that she was 
“really grateful;” for the job but 
there was “little substance” to her 
part.

“I ended up quitting the show. I 
was so much more than what was 
being objectified on the stage,” 
Meghan said on the latest episode 
of her podcast, “Archetypes.”

She added, “I didn’t like feel-
ing forced to be all looks and little 
substance, and that’s how it felt for 
me at the time being reduced to 
this specific archetype: the word 
‘bimbo.’”

Meghan spoke to Paris Hilton in 
the episode and also shared details 
about her life prior to her acting 
career. 

She reflected on her time spent 
studying international relations in 
college and her experience riding in 
an Argentinean politician’s motor-
cade and how she decided the posi-
tion didn’t fit with her principles.

“I was grateful for the job, but not 
about how it made me feel, which 
was not smart,” she said. “By the 
way, I was surrounded by smart 
women ... but that wasn’t the fo-
cus,” as reported by Page Six.

IRaNIaN clImbER 
apOlOgISES fOR 
‘UNINtENtIONallY’ 
cOmpEtINg WItHOUt 
HIjab  

Iranian climber Elnaz Rekabi, who 
competed in South Korea on Sunday 
without wearing the head covering 
required of all women by her coun-
try’s hardline Islamic government 
offered an apology saying that she 
had competed without a hijab ac-
cidentally.

A text-only Instagram story was 
posted on Rekabi’s account earlier 
on Tuesday that said, “Due to inap-
propriate timing, and an unpredict-
able call for me to climb the wall, 
there was accidentally a problem 
with my head cover,” the post says. 
It also said Rekabi was flying back to 
Iran “according to the pre-arranged 
schedule,” and apologized for the 
“concerns created.”

As of Tuesday morning, Rekabi 
and other athletes staying at the 
same hotel in Seoul had all checked 
out. Meanwhile, many social me-
dia users raised concern over the 
well-being of Iranian climber El-
naz Rekabi. Many took her public 
appearance without a headscarf or 
hijab as a sign of solidarity with the 
women-led protests that have raged 
in Iran for more weeks.

Meanwhile, the Iranian embassy 
tweeted a photo of Rekabi, with her 
head covered, and said she had de-
parted the country. 

INdIa laUNcHES 
INItIatIVES tO 
bRINg abOUt 
gENdER paRItY
India has introduced several 
initiatives to attain gender parity 
and help in building women-led 
businesses.

Recently, Indian Science, Tech-
nology and Engineering facili-
ties Map (I-STEM) launched an 
initiative to strengthen the efforts 
of scientifically inclined women. 
It also launched a platform on 6 
September, called WEST (Wom-
en in Engineering, Science and 
Technology). This platform can 
invite women researchers to 
register at the I-STEM, Asianlite 
International reported.

Through the WEST initiatives, 
women will get more opportuni-
ties, which can help make them 

entrepreneurs.
In addition, a digital consor-

tium ‘Connect Quickly’ for an 
online discussion and immediate 
support has also been established 
through the I-STEM WhatsApp 
and Telegram platforms. A dedi-
cated team of women will ensure 
the successful implementation of 
the WEST initiative.

The new initiative strengthens 
the idea of ‘Equal Opportunities 
to All’. It is believed that women 
remained aloof from the technol-
ogy sector and the gap was criti-
cal to the bridge. 

WOmEN IN tHE NEWS

One visit to 
a skin clinic and 

you’re bound to meet 
women who have been 
undergoing months of 

treatment, which includes 
getting around 20 injections 

on their face in the hopes 
of achieving clear and 

glowing skin.
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People go to temples, mosques 
and churches to experience 
sacred space. These places 
are sacred because they have 
been filled with thoughts of 
love, respect and attention to 
the highest in humanity and 
to the Divine. I can create a 
sacred space in my home by 
giving attention to the highest 
and best through cleanliness, 
quiet moments of reflection, 
meditation and connection to 
the sacred. Today let me create 
a sacred space in my home.

A thought 
for todAy

Magnificent, stately, and splen-
did are some of the adjectives 
used to define the word ‘royal’. 
What is it that makes someone 
royal? Does aristocratic lineage, 
a title, abundant wealth, or pol-
ished manners make us royal? 
Someone may have one of these 
attributes and not the others; 
or they may have all these and 
still be unworthy of being called 
royal.

The one quality that makes a 
person genuinely royal is purity 
– the absence of any vice or de-
fect. And the most notable sign 
of royalty is truth. Truth is not 
made up or mixed up with any-
thing, whether in our words, 

behaviour or relationships. 
This is also called honesty. Be-
ing royal means to be honest 
in our attitude, vision, speech 
and behaviour. Someone who 
is royal will not behave in one 
way but have something else in 
their intentions. It is this genu-
ineness that touches others and 
inspires respect in them.

If someone is good at mak-
ing up stories to present a lie 
to be the truth and prove the 
truth to be false; they are one 
thing inside and something else 
outside, would they be consid-
ered royal? Someone with such 
a character wins neither trust 
nor respect. If there is any ar-
tifice or pretence, it indicates a 
lack of purity.

Another sign of truth and 
purity is happiness. Where 
there is truth, there is noth-
ing to hide, so there is no fear, 
worry or heaviness that comes 
from living a lie. True souls are 
naturally light and happy, and 
for this reason they are also 
loved by all. 

One more sign of royalty is 
the absence of neediness – not 
wanting or seeking anything, 

be it respect, love, or anything 
material. A royal soul is con-
tented, so they do not feel that 
they lack anything. They may 
not be materially well off, but 
because they are contented, 
they remain happy.  No mat-
ter how wealthy someone is, 
if their mind is not full, they 

will be discontented, restless 
because of wanting some-
thing or the other. “It should 
happen this way...”, “This is 
what should be done...”, “This 
has to change...” - such are the 
words of that person. In other 
words, they are always asking 
for something. The desire for 

praise, respect, love, to want 
to be consulted; all these show 
neediness. A royal soul does 
not have even a trace of it. 

Finally, all the good qualities 
of a royal soul do not make 
them arrogant or judgmental. 
They are not harsh with those 
who have any kind of weak-

ness, but discern the other 
person’s shortcomings and in-
spire them, with genuine good 
wishes, so that they can become 
free from them.

B.K. Usha is a Rajyoga teacher at 
the Brahma Kumaris headquarters 
in Abu Road, Rajasthan.

Who is truly royal? 
splendid

B.K. ushA

“Every day I ask myself: Who am 
I? Who do I belong to? What do I 
have to do now?” - 

Dadi Janki

Willpower is based 
on knowledge 
w i t h  u n d e r -

standing, conscience, deter-
mination, trust and faith. In 
a world that seems to be go-
ing in a direction completely 
opposite to the one most of 
us seem to wish for, having 
the willpower to navigate 
through those contrary cur-
rents seems to be essential 
right now.

Each of us is a spiritual be-
ing, but each one’s destiny 
is not only unique, it is also 
beautiful. It is in the finding 
and understanding of that 
destiny that my willpower can 

flourish, grow and become a 
great strength, not only for 
me but for others, and ulti-
mately for our world.

When we look within, deep-
ly and with an understanding 
of who we really are, a living 
consciousness, a spiritual 
light, we can clearly see our 
original qualities. They are 
those of peace, love, joy, wis-
dom and purity. We not only 
see clearly, but our mind is 
not plagued with doubts or 
questions;we have clarity, we 
know what to do. This takes a 
little practice, but results are 
felt almost immediately, from 
the time we begin. 

It is this kind of clarity of 
thought that is needed. Be-
cause, when we try to change 
or behave based on the influ-
ence of others, then we never 
feel quite comfortable, and the 
change or impetus is short-
lived. I am the only one who 
knows what is right for me. 

When there is a wave of 
new thinking, then society 
supports it. For example, in 
the west, vegetarianism and 
even veganism is a growing 
lifestyle change, and so sud-
denly there are products that 
support that change on the 
market, and restaurants are 
supporting it with a change of 
menu. It takes great courage 

and determination though, to 
do what we understand and 
believe to be right when we 
seem to be the only one wav-
ing the flag. 

In fact, we need to wave the 
flag only after we have our-

selves become a little of what 
we are hoping for. When oth-
ers hear us just telling them 
what we believe is the right 
thing to do, but we ourselves 
are not quite doing it – then 
a great surge of resistance is 

likely. Because, relationships 
are full of complicated ele-
ments of control and gratifi-
cation.If those around us feel 
that they will no longer have 
any influence over us, then 
they become afraid of losing 

part of us, and can become 
angry. Better to quietly set off 
with determination, insight 
and self-trust and then oth-
ers will see beneficial trans-
formation, and will be happy 
to see the flag flying.

Trust in the self is essential, 
and that comes with experi-
ence. However, the other most 
important element of trust, is 
trust in God. If I nurture my 
connection with God, I am go-
ing to experience a sense of 

security, support, sustenance 
and safety. With this trust and 
determination, I can do my 
best sincerely, with no selfish 
motive, but because I know it 
is the right thing to do.Then I 
have no need to worry about 
the outcome – God will take 
care of it.It may not be the way 
I expected or even immedi-
ately like, but with acceptance 
I will come to understand that 
what I did was not only right, 
but the outcome is ultimately 
for the best for everyone con-
cerned.

It is worth reflecting on the 
quotation at the beginning 
of the article. The answers to 
the three questions that Dadi 
Janki asked herself every day, 
encapsulate the strength of 
willpower perfectly.

Who am I? I am a soul, a 
spiritual being …

Who do I belong to? I belong 
to God in the first instance, 
and to humanity …

What do I have to do now? 
The answers to the first two 
questions make answer to the 
third one crystal clear - I have 
to follow my destiny as a soul 
and a child of God.
Maureen Goodman is the Pro-
gramme Director for the Brahma 
Kumaris UK, and BK NGO rep-
resentative to the United Nations 
in Vienna.

Strengthening willpower
ConsCienCe

MAureen goodMAn

We need to find a way of 
living a life full of meaning, 
in response to the current 
human condition. The root 
cause of all that is wrong 
in our world lies in the 
spirit. We have a conscious-
ness problem, and this has 
manifested in the physical 
world. Therefore, the so-
lution lies with us, in our 
consciousness. Spiritual-
ity investigates the invisible 

mechanisms and principles, 
working on the level of con-
sciousness. There are many 
ways of categorising the 
spiritual principles involved, 
but here are seven principles 
that contribute to making life 
more meaningful.
1. Choose what you wish to 
see…sometimes a situation 
arises that is not to our lik-
ing. We then tend to focus 
on the situation and do not 
see all the other beneficial 
aspects on offer. There may 
be lessons, dividends, oppor-
tunities that the situation is 
bringing, which we will not 
notice if we only concentrate 
on how uncomfortable we 
are feeling. But as is our vi-
sion, so is our world, and so 
is our life. Instead of trying to 
change the situation or peo-
ple involved, upgrade the vi-
sion, and see what happens. 
We may not have a choice of 
what comes in front of us, 

but we do have a choice of 
what we see. Let us not sim-
ply go through life, but grow 
through life.
2. Be aware of who you 
are…most people live in the 
doing and having zone. All 
their energy of conscious-
ness is wrapped around the 
identities concerned with 
what they do and what they 
have. All this brings continu-
alemotional ups and downs. 
To live as a being is very dif-
ferent; no longer identifying 
the self by a job label, na-
tionality label, religion label, 
class/caste/sect/tribe label. 
When we practise being the 
soul, spiritual energy – then 
we move from the materi-
alistic zone to the spiritual. 
Live as the being.
3. Keep the heart clean…to 
keep the heart clean we have 
to let go of temporary de-
sires. Temporary desires are 
‘wants’, and eternal desires 

are ‘needs’. We may want 
praise, attention, apprecia-
tion, prestige, possessions, 
property, power, acceptance, 
approval, to be admired.Be-
hind all of these, what the 
soul really wants are the 
eternal desires. These are 
love, peace, and happiness. 
These needs already exist in 
everyone, in seed form. The 

seeds need to be watered to 
germinate and grow and that 
is what happens in medita-
tion; meditation waters the 
seeds of truth and lets them 
emerge. The more this hap-
pens the fewer external de-
mands we will have. When 
we clean out the selfish 
temporary desires from the 
heart, the universe cooper-

ates with us, and life delivers.
4. Have patience…the fruit 
of patience is very sweet. 
Impatience is like eating 
raw fruit. Patience allows 
the fruits of life to ripen. 
Patience, tolerance and in-
troversion are needed to see 
the hidden treasures behind 
every situation. If we are 
willing to focus on self-im-

provement with maturity 
and patience, the fruit is al-
ways very sweet.
5. Understand and experi-
ence a deep relationship 
with the Divine Being – 
God … God is pleased with 
an honest heart. The cleanli-
ness of the heart is what at-
tracts the help and coopera-
tion of God. We need to keep 
checking the cleanliness of 
our motives. God is not in the 
business of fulfilling selfish 
desires, but with honesty in 
a relationship with God, we 
will find that life will unfold 
in the most unimaginable 
way, and bring me the deep-
est, pure desires of my heart. 
6. Take the first step of 
courage… because then God 
gives 1,000 steps of help. It 
does not work if we say,‘God 
help me and then I will try’. 
No, first I must take the ini-
tial step of courage to do the 
right thing, even if only in 

thought, and then help and 
cooperation comes from 
many directions. Our own 
courage activates the help 
and support of the Supreme 
Being. It is like magic. Never 
relinquish courage.
7. Nothing is mine! I can lose 
nothing. When we begin to 
live as a steward or trustee, 
not abandoning responsi-
bilities, but taking care of all 
that is needed, there is a dif-
ferent mindset.When we un-
derstand that we have noth-
ing to lose, it is so liberating, 
and everything that is meant 
for me will come to me at the 
right time.

Living a life of meaning, 
not only improves our own 
lives but those of others – in 
such a way that the whole 
of the human condition is 
finally transformed.
Yogesh Sharda is the National 
Coordinator of the Brahma Ku-
maris’ services in Turkey.

Seven principles for living a meaningful life
Way of living

yogesh shArdA

 If I nurture my connection with God, I will experience a sense of security, support, and sustenance.

The cleanliness of the heart is what attracts the help and cooperation of God.

 The one quality that makes a person genuinely royal is purity – the absence of any vice or defect.
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T20 World Cup 

Indian team led by Rohit 
Sharma on Friday met 
the governor of Victoria, 

Linda Dessau AC, and other 
notables in Melbourne ahead 
of their T20 World Cup 2022 
tournament opener against 
Pakistan.

“The Honourable Linda 
Dessau AC, the Governor 
of Victoria (@VicGovernor) 
and other dignitaries met the 
Indian Cricket Team today 
ahead of the #T20World-
Cup,” the BCCI tweeted. 
India will play against Paki-
stan in their T20 World Cup 
campaign opener at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground 
on October 23 and a victory 
in the match would oust the 
terrors of the T20 World 
Cup 2021 and produce plen-
ty of momentum for Rohit 

Sharma’s team.
India head into the ICC 

Men’s T20 World Cup, with 
high hopes of ending their 
15-year drought and claim-
ing their second title thanks 
to a side packed with talent 
with both bat and ball.

The Men in Blue will be 
looking to reach the semi-
finals for the fourth time at 
their eighth appearance at 
an ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup before powering on to 
victory in Australia. Men in 
Blue will face Bangladesh, 

South Africa, and Pakistan 
in Group 2 of the Super 12, 
alongside Netherlands and 
Zimbabwe.

India’s T20 World Cup 
history has been one of frus-
tration since claiming the 
first-ever title in 2007. Irfan 

Pathan was the hero 15 years 
ago, as he took three for 16 as 
India edged Pakistan by five 
runs in Johannesburg.

India have a wealth of 
options with the bat with 
the like of in-form batters 
KL Rahul, Virat Kohli and 
Suryakumar Yadav, the task 
will be to get the selection 
right and ensure those trust-
ed perform at the crease.

The injury of star bowler 
Jasprit Bumrah is a blow, 
but they will take solace 
in having the outstanding 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar lead 
the bowling attack.

Bhuvneshwar is one of the 
most electric pace bowlers 
of his day, with the ability 
to swing the ball both ways 
a potentially key skill Down 
Under. The veteran pacer 
will be joined by 23-year-old 
youngster Arshdeep Singh.

TDG NETWORK
Melbourne

Team India with Governor of Victoria.

Team Zimbabwe.

Team IndIa meeTs Governor of 
vICTorIa ahead of TheIr opener

opTIonal praCTICe sessIon

BlIsTerInG Cameo 

Pakistan face injury scare after Shan Masood 
hit by Nawaz in nets

ZImBaBWe Thrash sCoTland 
By fIve-WICkeT To Book plaCe 
In super 12 sTaGe

TDG NETWORK
Melbourne

TDG NETWORK
Hobart

The Pakistani cricket team 
faced another injury scare 
after batter Shan Masood 
was hit by Mohammad 
Nawaz while facing the 
bowler in the nets at Mel-
bourne on Friday.

Fakhar Zaman, who had 
earlier been named in the 
reserves list, was moved into 

Pakistan’s squad of 15 for the 
T20 World Cup after Usman 
Qadir injured his thumb 
during the England T20I 
series. Unlike India the en-
tire Pakistan team came for 
practice in the optional prac-
tice session and all members 
looked focused until Masood 
was injured.

The team’s doctor and 
physio rushed to the batter 
and had a close look at him.

S h a h e e n  A f r i d i 
bowled in tandem with 
Naseem Shah while 
Harris Rauf bowled 
along with Shadab 
Khan in the nets.

Naseem bowled 
with great en-
thusiasm and 
was able to 
dismiss the 
top-ranked 
b a t t e r  i n 

T20Is, Mohammad 
Rizwan. Pakistan was 
also seen preparing 
for the short-pitched 
bowling in the nets 

looking to negate 
the bouncer 

ploy against 
them 
which has 
been used 
by Indian 
pacers.

Pakistan will face arch-
rivals India in their opening 
match on October 23.

Pakistan: Babar Azam 
(c), Shadab Khan, Asif Ali, 
Fakhar Zaman, Haider Ali, 
Haris Rauf, Iftikhar Ahmed, 
Khushdil Shah, Moham-
mad Hasnain, Mohammad 
Nawaz, Mohammad Riz-
wan, Mohammad Wasim, 
Naseem Shah, Shaheen Shah 
Afridi, Shan Masood.

Half-century by Craig Er-
vine and a blistering 40-run 
cameo by Sikandar Raza 
helped Zimbabwe defeat 
Scotland by five-wicket to 
book their place in the Su-
per 12 stage of the T20 World 
Cup here at Bellerive Oval on 
Friday.

Zimbabwe have qualified 
for the Super 12 stage for the 
first time in the history of the 
tournament. Chasing a pal-
try target of 133 runs, Zimba-
bwe got off to the worst start 
as they lost their opener Re-
gis Chakabva in the very first 
over of the match. In the very 
next over Scotland gave an-
other blow to Zimbabwe as 
Josh Davey dismissed Wes-
ley Madhevere for zero runs.

Captain Craig Ervine and 
Sean Williams tried to play 
some big shots to ease some 
pressure from the team and 
took the team’s total beyond 
40 runs in under 8 overs. 
However, Zimbabwe’s mo-
mentum was broken as 
Williams was dismissed by 
Michael Leask after scoring 
7 runs in 12 deliveries.

Williams’ wicket invited 
the star batter of the team, 
Sikandar Raza, to the crease. 
After 10 over Zimbabwe 
needed 78 runs. Raza shifted 
gears and slammed bound-
aries at regular intervals to 
keep the momentum in his 
team’s favour.

In the 14th over of the in-
nings, Raza hammered Mi-

chael Leask for 13 runs and 
took the winnings equation 
down to 37 runs in 35 balls. 
Craig Ervine brought up his 
much-needed half-century 
in 48 deliveries.

Raza’s blistering stint on 
the crease came to an end as 
Josh Davey delivered a stun-
ning bowl to dismiss the 
Zimbabwe batters for 40 of 
23. Scotland gave Zimbabwe 
a big blow as Mark Watt 
bagged the crucial wicket of 
well-set batter Ervine for 58 
off 54, giving a twist to the 
game.

Ryan Burl then came to the 
crease. Zimbabwe needed 6 
runs in the last two overs to 
book their place in the Super 
12 stage.

In the 18th over of the in-
nings, Milton Shumba and 
Burl took two singles and 
on the third delivery of the 
over Burl slammed a beau-
tiful four to take his team 
to the Super 12 stage with a 
5-wicket win over Scotland.

Earlier, the Zimbabwe 
bowlers produced a thor-
oughly experienced perfor-

mance in the last group stage 
encounter of the ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup in Hobart 
on Friday as they restricted 
Scotland to a paltry total of 
132/6.

Richie Berrington’s deci-
sion to bat first after winning 
the toss didn’t turn out well 
for Scotland as they lost the 
wickets of Michael Jones and 
Matthew Cross quite early in 
the innings.

The likes of George Mun-
sey, Berrington and Calum 
MacLeod attempted their 
best to restore the innings 
but they never got the speed 
and acceleration they re-
quired. Munsey and Ber-
rington put on a 40-run 
partnership stand between 
themselves followed by a 
34-run stand between Ma-
cLeod and Munsey. But the 
partnerships didn’t come at 
a swift scoring rate.

Brief score: Scotland 132/6 
(George Munsey 54, Calum 
MacLeod 25; Tendai Chata-
ra 2-14) vs Zimbabwe 133/5 
(Craig Ervine 58, Sikandar 
Raza 40; Josh Davey 2-16).
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For bookings call. +91 11 4612 1234

Shan Masood
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OPTIONAL NET SESSION

Rohit Sharma prepares 
for Shaheen challenge 
ahead of clash against Pak

Team India captain Rohit Sharma sweated it 
out in an optional net session on Friday tak-
ing on left-handed throwdowns to prepare for 
Shaheen Afridi in the marquee clash against 
Pakistan on October 23.

Rohit took on the fast throw-downs from 
both right and left-handed throwers trying 
to replicate Pakistan’s bowling line-up which 
boasts of quick bowlers like Shaheen Afridi, 
Haris Rauf and Naseem Shah. 
Pakistan’s bowling lineup has 
received a huge boost with the 
return of Afridi who was side-
lined due to a knee injury. The 
left-arm pacer dismissed Shar-
ma and KL Rahul in last year’s 
T20 World Cup, helping Paki-
stan secure a win over India.

Sharma also had a long chat 
with the team’s head coach Ra-
hul Dravid during the net ses-
sion. The star batter also had a 
conversation with team India’s 
wicketkeeper-batsman Dinesh 
Karthik. It is highly unlikely 
that Rishabh Pant will 
make it to the playing elev-
en against Pakistan as 
the youngster opted 
out of the optional 
net session and 
Karthik spent 
quality time 
in the nets 
in long bat-

ting and keeping practice. Jasprit Bumrah’s 
replacement in the squad, Mohammad Shami 
also toiled hard and bowled impressively in 
the nets. He has shown signs of being in form 
after he defended 11 runs against Australia in 
a warm-up game also taking three wickets in 
the over. Deepak Hooda also walked out for a 
net session to work on his batting.

Shardul Thakur and Mohammad Siraj, the 
playing reserves for India in the T20 World 
Cup squad bowled to the Indian bat-

ters, preparing for the matches 
if an opportunity arises. India’s 

star players Virat Kohli, Hardik 
Pandya, Yuzvendra Chahal and 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar chose to 
take a rest to keep their bod-
ies fresh for India’s opening 
match against arch-rivals 
Pakistan.

Squad: Rohit Sharma (c), 
KL Rahul, Virat Kohli, 
Suryakumar Yadav, Deep-
ak Hooda, Rishabh Pant, 

Dinesh  Karthik, 
Hardik Pandya, R 
Ashwin, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Axar Patel, 
Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar, Harshal Patel, 

Arshdeep Singh, 
Mohammad Shami.
Standby Players: 

Mohammed Siraj, 
Shreyas Iyer, Ravi 

Bishnoi, Shardul 
Thakur.

TDG NETWORK
MELBOURNE    
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WRESTLING

LEARNED A LOT DESPITE LOSING TO OLYMPIC 
CHAMPION IN FINAL: ANKUSH PANGHAL

Once in the cadet category, 
Ankush Panghal had won 
medals at the Asian and 
World level but since then 
it had been a long time she 
won any medal at the in-
ternational level. Finally, 
the moment came in the 
Spanish city of Pontevedra 
when she won a silver in the 
World Under 23 Champion-
ship and compensated for 
the visa denial to many play-
ers of the Indian contingent.  

Ankush won the first 
two bouts against wres-
tlers from Ukraine and 
Germany. She said that she 
did not face any problem in 
winning these bouts due to 
technical superiority. After 
that in the semi-finals, she 
had Egyptian wrestler in 
front of her, who defeated 
her some time ago, but this 
time she played against her 

with full confidence and de-
feated her by 8-2 to make it 
to the finals.

In the final, Ankush faced 
Olympic and World Cham-
pion Yui Susaki of Japan, 
where she had to be satisfied 
with the silver medal after 
losing in the final. Ankush 
said that of course she lost 
to her but she learned a lot 
from this experience. She 
said, “I know that in the up-
coming competitions also I 

am going to face this player. 
I assure that I will try to give 
my best.”

Ankush practices at Sushil 
Wrestling Academy, Hisar, 
which is 20 km away from 
her home, so she stays in 
the Academy. Ankush said 
that her papa was a farmer 
and he came daily to see her 
practice and brought milk, 
ghee and curd for her. She 
said, “I am getting very good 
support from family. Apart 

from this, Jasvir Dhaka is 
my coach. This performance 
has boosted my morale and 
the hunger for victory has 
become even stronger.”

“I will work on my weak-
nesses with Dhaka sir and 
the national team coaches. 
I just have to work on my 
strength. Only by doing all 
this I will be able to face the 
Olympic champions firmly. 
It is my sincere wish that 
in the next Asian Games, I 
should win a gold medal for 
the country,” she further 
added.

Ankush said that she 
was definitely hurt by not 
getting visas for her fel-
low wrestlers and she was 
confident that this would 
not happen again. She said 
that if the entire team had 
got the visa, then the team 
championship would have 
belonged to them because 
the preparation of the rest 
of the team was very good.

MANOJ JOSHI
NEW DELHI

Ankush Panghal (left) won a silver in the World Under 23 Champion-
ship in the Spanish city of Pontevedra. 

DENMARK OPEN 2022 

Lakshya Sen ousts Prannoy to 
advance into quarterfinals
India’s 2022 Commonwealth 
gold medalist Lakshya Sen 
ousted HS Prannoy in an 
all-India round of 16 clash 
to enter the quarterfinals 
of the Denmark Open on 
Thursday.

The Jyske Bank Arena 
in Odense saw the two top 
shuttles battling for a place 
in the final eight at the Dan-
ish Open. Sen defeated fel-
low Indian Indian shuttler 
Kidambi Srikanth bowed 
out of the ongoing Denmark 
Open after losing to Singa-
pore’s Loh Kean Yew in his 
round of 16 match of the 
men’s singles category on 
Thursday. Srikanth lost the 
match by 21-13, 21-15.

Earlier, the Indian men’s 
doubles duo of Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and Chi-
rag Shetty advanced to the 
quarterfinals of the ongoing 

Denmark Open 2022, de-
feating the Indonesian duo 
of Muhammad Shohibul 
Fikri and Bagas Maulana in 
their round of 16 match on 
Thursday.

Satwiksairaj-Chirag pre-
vailed within two straight 
games by 21-14, 21-16.

On the other hand in the 
women’s doubles category, 
the duo of Treesa Jolly and 
Gayatri Gopichand bowed 
out of the competition after 
a defeat to the Thailand duo 

of Rawinda Prajongjai and 
Jongkolphan Kititharakul 
in their round of 16 match.

The Indian duo lost their 
match by 21-23, 13-21., who 
is now ranked first on the 
Badminton World Federa-
tion (BWF) World Tour, 21-
9, 21-18 in their fifth meeting. 
Now, Lakshya is ahead 3-2 in 
the overall tally.

From the beginning, Sen 
was in excellent shape, plac-
ing the shuttles accurately 
as Prannoy struggled with 
his returns. The first game 
ended in a hurry after Sen 
upped his game and then 
unleashed his signature 
cross-court smashes.

In the second game, HS 
Prannoy was more aggres-
sive and engaged Lakshya 
Sen head-to-head with the 
help of a strong defence. At 
the time of the game’s mid-
way point, the 30-year-old 
was up 11-10. Before Lak-

shya Sen seized a pivotal 19-
17 lead and ended the match 
with another cross-court 
winner in a thrilling contest, 
the pair traded in extended 
rallies.

In the quarterfinal, Lak-
shya Sen will now either 
play Lu Guang Zu of China 
or Kodai Naraoka of Japan.

Earlier in the day, Kidambi 
Srikanth bowed out of the 
ongoing Denmark Open af-
ter losing to Singapore’s Loh 
Kean Yew in his round of 16 
match of the men’s singles 
category. Srikanth lost the 
match by 21-13, 21-15.

The Indian men’s dou-
bles duo of Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty advanced to the 
quarterfinals of the ongoing 
Denmark Open 2022, de-
feating the Indonesian duo 
of Muhammad Shohibul 
Fikri and Bagas Maulana in 
their pre-quarters. 

Ireland crushed two-time 
T20 World champions 
by nine wickets to qualify 

for the Super-12, sending the 
West Indies packing to the 
Caribbean on Friday at Bel-
lerive Oval, Hobart.

Explosive batter Paul Stir-
ling remained unbeaten and 
played a match-winning 
knock of 66 runs from 48 
deliveries to knock the West 
Indies out of the T20 World 
Cup 2022. Chasing the tar-
get, Ireland went hell for 
leather from the beginning 
and scored 64 runs from 
their powerplay overs. Stir-
ling and Andrew Balbirnie 
opened the inning for Ire-
land and took a liking to 
the West Indian bowlers 
clobbering them all over the 
park.

Akeal Hosein, who was 
smashed for 16 runs in his 
first over came back in the 
eighth over to dismiss the 

Irish captain Balbirnie for 
37 off 23 balls. The batter 
made sure that his team got 
off to a flier and stitched a 73-
run first-wicket partnership 
before walking back to the 
pavilion.

West Indies could only 
manage the Ireland captain’s 
wicket in the entire inning.

Lorcan Tucker walked in 
at number three and went 
about in the same fashion as 

his captain taking apart the 
West Indian bowlers.

Sterling continued his 
merry way to notch up his 
half-century in the 12th over 
off just 32 balls.

Tucker was caught out of 
Odean Smith in the same 
over but was called back as 
Smith had overstepped giv-
ing the batter a reprieve.

Things worsened for the 
West Indies as both the bat-

ter looked to score freely and 
ensured that the Indies nev-
er came back in the match.

The batting duo of Stirling 
and Tucker took Ireland 
over the line as they stitched 
a 77-run partnership.

Earlier, the West Indies 
set a below-par chase for 
Ireland after Brandon King 
anchored the innings to take 
his team to 146 in the do-or-
die situation for the Carib-
bean team.

Opting to bat first, the West 
Indies innings started with 
a boundary in the first over 
but they had their first wick-
et knocked out in the second. 
Kyle Mayers was dismissed 
cheaply by Barry McCarthy.

Irish bowlers kept things 
tight and chipped with wick-
ets at important junctures in 
the match to never let the 
West Indian inning flourish.

Boast ing big  hit ters 
throughout their lineup, the 
batting looked fragile with 
batters failing to make their 

starts count and losing wick-
ets when the team needed 
partnerships, sending their 
team into trouble.

Brandon King was the only 
batter to apply himself at the 
crease and remained unbeat-
en while carrying the West 
Indian inning. The batter 
top-scored for West Indies 
with a knock of 62 runs.

Odean Smith and King 
smashed 34 runs off the last 
three overs to post a below-
par total for Ireland. Smith 
remained unbeaten with 
19 from 11 balls while King 
took the batting honours for 
his team, carrying his bat 
through the innings.

Gareth Delany was the pick 
of the Irish bowlers with 3/16 
from his four overs.

Brief Score: West Indies 
146/5 (Brandon King 62*, 
Johnson Charles 24; Gareth 
Delany 3/16) vs Ireland 150/1 
(Paul Sterling 66*, Lorcan 
Tucker 45*; Akeal Hosein 
1/38)
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Explosive batter Paul Stirling remained unbeaten and played a 
match-winning knock of 66 runs from 48 deliveries 
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CWG IS A HUGE PLATFORM WITHOUT A DOUBT BUT MY TARGET IS PARIS 
OLYMPICS 2024: LOVLINA BORGOHAIN
Lovlina Borgohain is an Indian boxer 
and is the first female athlete and the 
second boxer from Assam to represent 
the state in the Olympics. In 2020, she 
became the sixth person from As-
sam to receive Arjuna Award. After 
winning a bronze medal at the 2020 
Olympic Games in the women’s wel-
terweight event, she became the third 
Indian boxer to win a medal at the 
Olympics. She won bronze medal at 
the 2018 AIBA Women’s World Box-
ing Championships and the 2019 
AIBA Women’s World Boxing Cham-
pionships.  
We spoke to Lovlina and her coach 
Sandhya Gurung exclusively, below 
are the excerpts…
Q. Lovlina, how are the preparations going 
on for Asian Games and Paris Olympics?
A. Yeah, it’s going on very well, I am 

trying hard and putting all my efforts 
together to win a medal in these com-
petitions. Also, Asian Championship 
is in focus right now, so will give my 
best and certainly make India proud.
Q. Has your coach suggested you to incul-
cate any changes in your game? 
A. Yes many a times, as you know we 
can never be perfect in sports and in 
the eyes of coach no matter how good 
you are , he/she will never say that ‘you 
are perfect now’ on your face (giggles) 
which is good for growth and refrains 
you from becoming over confident. 
So, it’s a daily business, learning new 
techniques, improvising the game for 
better results, innovative ideas also 
emerge which become popular when 
applied in the ring. They are given 
names then. Eventually, the prepa-
ration will happen as per my coach’s 
guidance only.
Q. Sandhya, you are the coach for Lovlina, 
how do you find your student, her virtues, 

her bads?
A. Lovlina is very dedicated, very 
hardworking and is very sure of her 
target. I truly believe her as she is very 
honest and disciplined in whatever she 
does. She has miles to go!

Q. So, being a teacher how much will you 
rate her on 10?
A. 10/10 undoubtly! (laughs). 
Q. Lovlina, CWG 2022 has been a major 
benchmark in the history of Indian sports, 
do you think the decision of dropping wres-

tling from the list of sports in CWG 2026 
is unfair?
A.   See every competition is important, 
every sport is important and wrestling 
this time in CWG 2022 actually raised 
a bar, wrestlers clinched so many med-
als. So, it doesn’t sound good, this time 
its wrestling, last time it was shooting 
which was erased, next time it could be 
boxing even. So I truly empathize with 
the players and request the federations 
and decision makers to re-consider 
the same once again.  Let’s hope for 
the best.
Q. Are you a great foodie? Or is this a ru-
mour?
A. Well, to be honest yes I love eat-
ing but I am not a sweet tooth gal. 
So, it saves me some brownie points 
(laughs) Also, my coach Sandhya Gu-
rung cooks variety of healthy and tasty 
snacks for me, which I love to eat.
Q. You too have brought laurels to your 
state Assam a number of times, what mes-

sage would like to give to the budding boxers 
of North east?
A. “Never Give Up”, that’s my mantra 
of success. If you fail, learn from it, 
draw lessons, again get up and fight 
with your challenges. Never say “it’s 
impossible”. Difficulties will keep 
coming, you have to face them each 
time with more patience and mental 
strength. Then only you can give your 
physical strength too in the ring. Just 
keep moving forward!
Q. You missed clinching a medal at CWG 
2022, you said “CWG is not so important 
as it’s not an Olympic weight category, so 
not of much help to you”, do you still believe 
the same?
A. Yes definitely! Commonwealth 
Games is a huge platform without a 
doubt but my target is Paris Olym-
pics. As I said earlier also, every loss 
and win is a learning, so I took CWG 
2022 loss positively and have worked 
on myself for good.
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