
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday 
said Lord Ram is like 

a beacon for the entire world. 
“Lord Ram is the giver of 
light to the whole world. He 
is like a beacon for the entire 
world. From Deep to Deep-
awali, this is the philosophy 
of India, this is the thought 
of India, this is the eternal 
culture of India,” the Prime 
Minister added. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi who was on a visit 
to Ayodhya to inaugurate 
‘Deepotsav’ celebrations 

here, on said the idea of 
“Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas” 
is inspired by the values and 
the rule of Lord Ram.

“The values that Lord 
Ram instilled in his words, 
thoughts, governance, and 
administration are the in-
spiration for ‘Sabka Saath, 
Sabka Vikas’, and the basis 
of ‘Sabka Vishwas, Sabka 
Prayas’, the Prime Minister 
added. 

“In the Amrutkal of inde-
pendence, will power like 
that of Lord Ram will take 
the country to new heights. 
Lord Ram’s life is the guide 
to achieve India’s aspirations 
for the next 25 years even in 

difficult times,” PM Modi 
said.

PM Modi offered ‘aarti’ at 
New Ghat, Saryu River in 
Ayodhya. Earthen lamps 
were lit up on the banks of 
the Saryu river in as part of 
the Deepotsav celebrations.

On the eve of Deepawali, 
the Ram Janmabhoomi in 
Ayodhya turned into a spar-
kling utopia with innumer-
able diyas. Crackers lit up the 
skies of Ayodhya. The Ram 
Janmabhoomi witnessed a la-
ser show as lakhs of earthen 
lamps lit up the Saryu river.

Prime Minister performed 
the Rajyabhishek of the 
symbolic Bhagwan Shree 

Ram in Ayodhya. Address-
ing the gathering here, PM 
Modi said, “Shri Ramlala’s 
‘Darshan’ and then ‘Rajy-
abhishek’ of King Ram, this 
good fortune is obtained only 
by the grace of Lord Ram. 
When Shri Ram is conse-
crated, the ideals and values 
of Lord Rama become firm in 
us. Lord Ram is the inspira-
tion behind Sabka Saath Sab-
ka Vikas - he took everyone 
along, did not leave anyone 
behind,” 

From the teachings of ‘Kar-
tavya Bal’ by Lord Shri Ram, 
Prime Minister said the 
country has come up with 
the ‘Kartavya Path’ to honour 

his governance and establish 
India’s identity globally. 

“Lord Rama is called Mary-
ada Purushottam. Maryada 
teaches us to have respect 
and to give respect. And 
Maryada is the realization is 
the duty itself. Ram does not 
leave anyone behind. Ram 
does not turn his face out of 
duty. Ram, therefore, embod-
ies the spirit of India, which 
believes that our rights are 
self-evident by our duties. 
This Deepawali has come at 
a time when we have com-
pleted 75 years of indepen-
dence. ‘Sankalp Shakti’ of 
Lord Ram will take India to 
new heights,” he added.

Lord ram is beacon for entire 
worLd, spirit of india: pm modi

in ayodhya

poLLuted pre-diwaLi frontrunner 

‘Virat’ Diwali as India 
defeat Pakistan in 
T20 World Cup 

smog bLanket covers 
deLhi’s sky, air quaLity 
remains poor on diwaLi 

Rishi Sunak 
declares bid to 
contest UK PM race

While inaugurating ‘Deepotsav’ in Ayodhya, the Prime Minister also says 
Lord Ram’s life will be the basis to achieve Indian aspirations in next 25 yeas.

The ace cricketer Virat Kohli 
played one of the memo-
rable innings in the history 
of ICC T20 World Cup as 
he knocked an unbeaten 82 
to defeat Pakistan by four 
wickets in a last-ball thriller 
at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground. While chasing 
160 runs, India snatched 
the match under immense 
pressure. An explosive 82 
by Virat and a century stand 
with Hardik Pandya helped 
India sail through the most 
crucial match against the 
arch-rivals. Kohli tweeted, 

“Special win. Thank you to 
all our fans for turning up in 
numbers.” The star Indian 
batter Kohli also rated his 
match-winning knock as his 
best innings in the shortest 
format. 

India were in trouble 

throughout the chase of 
160, but Kohli first played 
an anchor role, and then 
he took on the mantle of 
hitting the big ones, and in 
the end, it was his class that 
helped India triumph over 
Pakistan. Earlier, Arshdeep 
Singh and Hardik Pandya 
took three wickets each as 
India restricted Pakistan to 
159/8 in 20. 

With this win, India is at 
top of Group 2 with two 
points.

Put to bat first by In-
dia, Pakistan put up 159/8 
in their 20 overs. Shan 
Masood (52) and Iftikhar 
Ahmed (51) scored solid 
half-centuries but Pakistan 
kept losing wickets consis-
tently. A 76-run stand be-
tween Masood and Ahmed 
was crucial for Pakistan. 
Hardik Pandya (3/30) and 
Arshdeep (3/32) shined for 
India with the ball. Shami 

A day before Diwali, the 
Delhiites on woke up under 
a blanket of the smoggy sky 
as the air quality remained 
in the “poor” category with 
the overall Air Quality In-
dex (AQI) at 266. 

According to the System 
of Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting And Research 
(SAFAR), the AQI index 
in the overall Delhi region 
was in the ‘poor’ category 

at 266, ‘very poor’ category 
in the Delhi University 
area at 329, ‘poor’ quality in 
Mathura Road and Lodhi 
Road at 293 and 218 respec-
tively on Sunday morning. 
The levels of PM 2.5 and 
PM 10 were recorded at 
110 in the ‘poor’ and 237 in 
the ‘moderate’ category re-
spectively.

Meanwhile, Noida’s over-
all air quality also stood in 
the ‘very poor’ category 
with the AQI at 311. How-

rushdie Lost 
sight in one eye
New York: renowned 
author Salman rushdie 
has lost eyesight in one of 
his eyes and use of one of 
his hands, media reports 
said quoting the author’s 
agent as saying.
rushdie, 75, was stabbed 
on stage at the Chautauqua 
Institution on August 12. He 
was airlifted to a hospital 
in northwestern Penn-
sylvania and underwent 
surgery. He also suffered a 
damaged liver and severed 
nerves in an arm and an 
eye, reported Fox News. 
rushdie’s agent Andrew 
wylie told a Spanish daily 
newspaper el Pais, “[His 
wounds] were profound, 
but he’s [also] lost the sight 
of one eye ... He had three 
serious wounds in his neck. 
one hand is incapacitated 
because the nerves in his 
arm were cut. And he has 
about 15 more wounds in 
his chest and torso. So, it 
was a brutal attack.”

diwaLi rush: 
pLatform ticket 
rate increased 
to rs 50
New DelHI: Parts of 
Mumbai Central Division 
railway stations to witness 
five times hike in the 
platform tickets rate from 
Saturday in view of the fes-
tive season. The western 
railway decided to in-
crease the rate of platform 
tickets in selected railway 
stations to avoid rush and 
huddle at the platforms 
forms during the festive 
season, railway officials 
said. The new platform 
ticket rate after the noti-
fication will be rs 50 per 
person, which was rs 10 
earlier,” railway officials 
said. Adding that the new 
rates will be applicable till 
31 october.

‘deepotsav’ in 
guinness worLd 
record 
AYoDHYA: A new Guin-
ness world record for 
the ‘largest display of oil 
lamps’ was set when more 
than 15.76 lakh earthen 
lamps were lit at the ‘ram 
ki Paidi’ during the Yogi 
government’s Deepot-
sav celebrations in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Ayodhya on the 
eve of Diwali. 
The record was created 
in the presence of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
Thousands of devotees, 
general public, dignitar-
ies witnessed this historic 
event. 

top of the day

Britain’s former Finance 
Minister Rishi Sunak on 
Sunday declared his can-
didature to contest the UK 
Prime Ministerial race after 
Liz Truss resigned as PM. 

The former Chancellor 
of the Exchequer of Indian 
descent confirmed the deci-
sion through social media 
and said that he wants to 
fix Britain’s economy which 
is in a major crisis at pres-
ent. In a tweet, Sunak said, 

“The United Kingdom is a 
great country, but we face 

a profound economic crisis. 
That’s why I am standing 
to be Leader of the Conser-
vative Party and your next 
Prime Minister.” 
“I want to fix our econ-
omy,  unite  our  Party 
a n d  d e l iv e r  f o r  o u r 
country,” Sunak wrote. 
Sunak’s announcement 
comes after Truss’ resigna-
tion as Prime Minister on 
Thursday as the opposition 
reiterated its demand for a 
general election. 

Tory MPs will vote on Mon-
day, and two candidates will 
be put forward to the lead-
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two indians missing in kenya 
kiLLed by cops: report

Centre cancels FCRA licence 
of Rajiv Gandhi Foundation 

Xi Jinping secures 3rd term, says 
china to open wider to worLd 

Diwali cheers back again in India 
after Covid gap

isro Launches 36 
broadband sateLLites 

Two Indian techies who 
went missing in Kenya in 
mid-July, were killed by a 
special unit of state police, 
according to an aide of Pres-
ident William Ruto. 

Former Balaji Telefilms 

COO Zulfiqar Khan and an-
other Indian national Mo-
hamed Zaid Sami Kidwai 
went missing more than two 
months ago after leaving a 
popular club in an affluent 
residential neighbourhood 
in Nairobi. Both Khan and 
Kidwai were in Kenya to 

The Central government has cancelled 
the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act 
(FCRA) licence of the Rajiv Gandhi Foun-
dation (RGF), a non-government organisa-
tion associated with the Gandhi family, for 
alleged violations of the foreign funding 

law, the government sources said on Sun-
day. 

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) 
cancelled the registration of the Rajiv 
Gandhi Foundation (RGF) based on rec-
ommendations of an inter-ministerial 
committee to coordinate investigations 
into violation of various legal provisions 

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping on Sunday said that 
China will open its door 
wider to the rest of the 
world, as he secured the his-
toric third term as the leader 
of the Communist Party of 
China. 

“We’ll be steadfast in deep-
ening reform and opening 
up across the board, and in 
pursuing high-quality de-
velopment,” Xi was quoted 
as saying by Xinhua during 
the meeting at the Great Hall 
of the People. Just as China 
cannot develop in isolation 
from the world, the world 
needs China for its develop-

ment, Xi said. 
“Through over 40 years 
of relentless reform and 
opening up, China has cre-
ated the twin miracles of fast 
economic growth and long-
term social stability,” he said. 
The Chinese economy has 
great resilience and poten-
tial, Xi said. “Its strong fun-

India has been successfully 
able to navigate post-Covid 
economic shocks and the 
shifting global geo-political 
structure. Consumers are 
out in full force taking ad-

vantage of festival season 
shopping. 

Stores and showrooms 
selling everything from 
jewellery to apparel to au-
tomobiles are reporting sig-
nificant increases in sales on 
pre-Diwali festival days. The 
state of the automobile sec-

tor, which is essential to both 
macroeconomic growth and 
technological innovation, is 
a good indicator to measure 
India’s economic health...
and all signs point to an up-
ward trend. 

In India, the automotive 
industry registered high 

growth rates during this 
festival season. According 
to the Federation of Auto-
mobile Dealers Associa-
tions of India (FADA), the 
country’s total vehicle retail 
sales rose 57 per cent during 
the Navratri festival this year. 

Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) launched 
36 communication satel-
lites in its heaviest rocket in 
the intervening night of Sat-
urday and Sunday at 12:07 
am from Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre in Andhra 

Pradesh’s Sriharikota. 
From Mars Mission to 

OneWeb Mission ISRO has 
many records on its name. 
For the first time, during 
midnight ISRO launched 
multi-satellite mission suc-
cessfully. 

ISRO celebrates Diwali 
 after separation of the first 
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earLy diwaLi 

DIWALI HOLIDAY
The offices of The Daily 
Guardian will remain 
closed on Monday on 
the occasion of Diwali. 
There will be no edition 
of the paper on Tuesday 
(25 october 2022). we 
wish a very happy and 
prosperous Diwali to our 
readers, advertisers and 
other stakeholders.

Deepotsav

Prime Minister Narendra Modi takes part in Deepotsav 
celebrations, in Ayodhya on Sunday. ANI

16
kohLi steers india 
to four-wicket win 
over pakistan in a 
cLiffhanger

10
with Xi’s top aides 
and no women, 
china unveiLs new 
Leadership

3
deLhi’s air quaLity 
improved during 
pandemic, stagnated 
post-pandemic    
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remarkable 
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smog blanket 
coVers delHi’s sky, 
air quality remains 
poor on diwali 

ISRO launches 36 broadband satellites 

Diwali cheers back again in India after Covid gap
The total vehicle 

retail sales between Sep-
tember 26 and October 
5 of this year stood at 

5,39,227 units as compared to 3,42,459 
units sold during Navratri last year. 
According to data, every category in the 
automobile sector showed extremely 
high growth with two-wheelers, three-
wheelers, commercial vehicles and pas-
senger vehicles increasing by 52 per cent, 
115 per cent, 48 per cent, and 70 per cent 
respectively. 

Leaders in the automobile sector are 
overjoyed that after a gap of three years, 

customers are back in their showrooms 
ready to purchase new sets of wheels 
India’s appetite for precious metals 
remains voracious. Gold and silver 
traders across the nation see high sales 
during October and November. 

The festive period usually sees higher 
sales for Gold, Silver and Diamonds, as 
most Indians consider such purchases 
to be auspicious during this time of the 
year. This year hasn’t been any different. 

Customers are coming in large 
numbers and the rate of gold jewel-
lery is within the range of 50,000 ru-
pees (USD 607). For people, this rate 

of gold is a buying opportunity and 
people are excited because of the price 
range, says, Ashish Pethe, Chairman 
of All India Gems and Jewellery Do-
mestic Council. 

According to industry projections, 
Online and in-store retail sales are ex-
pected to surpass 27 billion USD this 
year, almost double from 2019 and 
about 25 per cent higher than the pre-
vious year. 

According to the Confederation of 
All India Traders (CAIT), the sales fig-
ures would include nearly USD 15.2 
billion USD in offline sales, compared 

to about USD 8.5 billion USD in 2019. 
The post covid recovery of any nation 

is usually measured by the discretion-
ary spending habits of its population. 
The upwardly mobile, aspirational In-
dian is now spending on holidays and 
travel and while on vacation, likes to 
shop as well. This shows an economy 
that remains resilient and consump-
tion patterns that remain resilient. In-
dia remains open for business. 

Meanwhile, due to the auspicious 
timing, Dhanteras is being celebrated 
on two days which led to an upward 
trend in the market.  Buyers are not 

shying away from investing in the 
strengthening gold on the first day. 
Experts are saying there is robust buy-
ing in the market and expect to reach 
56,000 levels in a year’s time. They 
also said a correction in international 
gold prices had been happening since 
the aggressive interest rate hikes by 
the US Federal Reserve and expected 
buyers to buy the dips. On Sunday, 
gold with 24K was trading at Rs 51,290 
per 10 gm in the morning, an increase 
of Rs 10 from yesterday’s closing price. 

Ajay Kedia, Director, Kedia Advi-
sory, said, “We see gold demand on 

Dhanteras is likely to be robust as after 
two years of Covid-19 restrictions. This 
year has been largely restriction-free 
and more people are likely to shop this 
year. There has also been a surge in the 
number of weddings this year and the 
jewellery demand has been higher.” 

He added that while that there could 
be some volatility in the global market 
in the near term, arising from the out-
come of the US Federal Reserve’s meet-
ing early next month where it may 
hike its interest rate, locally the pre-
cious metal was likely to sail through 
on festive and marriage-buying.

join Presi-
de nt  Wi l l i a m 
Ruto’s election 
c a m p a i g n  I n -

formation and Communi-
cations Technology (ICT) 
team. 
“Asante sana (Thank you 
very much) President Ruto 
for DISBANDING the DCI 
Elite unit. This was one 
unit that was literally used 
to Kidnap, assault, maim 
and Kill innocent people. 
They targeted those who 
supported the election of 
Ruto as President. Zaid 
was such one person,” 
Ruto’s aide Dennis Itumbi 
said in a Facebook post. 

“Zaid and Ahmad were just 
good people who became 
my friends and in the pro-

cess connected with some in 
our team,” he added. 

Earlier, police officers said 
that the CCTV footage had 
been retrieved from the 
scene of the abduction in a 
bid to retrace the missing 
people. A section of local de-
tectives was also detained to 
help with the probe. 

The detained officers were 
ordered to hand over a file 
with their findings on the 
missing case to a new team 
of sleuths, the Kenyan me-
dia. 
“Evidence shows them get-
ting into the cab, minutes 
later, a vehicle, the ones 
used by the ROGUE DCI 
Unit blocked the cab. Zaid 
and Ahmed were dragged 
into the car. Their cab driver 

too,” Itumbi said in the post. 
Last week, the Indian 

government said it was in 
continuous touch with the 
Kenyan authorities and also 
keeping a close eye on the is-
sue of two nationals missing 
in Kenya since mid-July. 
Addressing the weekly 

presser, Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs spokesperson 
Arindam Bagchi said that 
Zulfiqar Ahmad Khan and 
Zaid Sami Kidwai, have 
been missing in Kenya 
since mid-July and the gov-
ernment is keeping a close 
eye on this development. 

“A police complaint has been 
filed there soon after that. 
Subsequently, a habeas cor-
pus petition was filed in the 
Kenyan court,” said Bagchi. 

damentals 
w i l l  n o t 

change, and it 
will remain on 
the positive tra-

jectory over the long run.” 
Top aides of Xi Jinping 

were promoted in Commu-
nist Party of China’s Polit-
buro Standing Committee 
but no woman could find a 
place in the top leadership 
position for the first time in 
years, according to the new-
ly released list by state media. 
Xi Jinping presented the 
Party’s new central leader-
ship when meeting the press 
Sunday at the Great Hall of 
the People in Beijing, where 

he secured a historic third 
term as the country’s top 
leader. 

Xi was elected general 
secretary of the 20th 
Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Chi-
na (CPC) at the commit-
tee’s first plenary session 
today, Xinhua reported. 
The all-men Politburo 
Standing Committee, in-
cluding four newcomers, 
are all Xi loyalists, The Strait 
Times reported. 

The report said vice-pre-
mier Hu Chunhua, who was 
up for promotion, was a sur-
prise exclusion. Meanwhile, 
one surprise elevation was 

Shanghai party chief Li 
Qiang who is now set to be 
the next premier. 

CCP’s new Politburo has 
no female members for 
the first time in over two 
decades. American broad-
caster CNN reported that 
the last time there were no 
women among the full Po-
litburo members at the 15th 
Party Congress was in 1997. 

After securing an unprec-
edented third term as the 
country’s top leader, Xi Jin-
ping is now among the most 
influential leaders China 
has seen since the Chinese 
Communist Party was 
founded by Mao Zedong. 

and Bhu-
vneshwar also 
got a wicket each. 
Chasing 160, In-

dia was reduced to 31/4 in 
less than seven overs. From 
then on, Virat and Hardik 
started to rebuild the game, 
putting a 113-run stand. Pan-
dya was dismissed for 40 
but Virat ended unbeaten to 
score 82 off 53 balls with six 
fours and four sixes to guide 
his team to a four-wicket 
win.
“It is a surreal atmosphere, 
I have no words, no idea 
how that happened. I am re-
ally lost for words. Hardik 
believed we can do it, if we 
stayed till the end. When 

Shaheen bowled from the 
pavilion end, that is when 

we decided to take him 
down. Haris is their prime 
bowler, and I hit those two 
sixes. From 28 in 8, it came 
down to 16 to 6. I tried to 
stick to my instincts. 

The first one was back of 
a hand slower ball (the one 
over long-on). Standing here 
I just feel like it was meant 
to be. Till today Mohali was 
my best T20I innings. Today 
I will count this one higher. 
Hardik kept pushing me. 
The crowd has been phe-
nomenal. You guys (fans) 
kept backing me and I am 
grateful for your support,” 
said Virat in a post-match 
presentation.

More on page 16

Two Indians missing in Kenya 
killed by cops: Report

Xi Jinping secures 3rd 
term, says China to open 
wider to world 

‘Virat’ diwali as india deFeat 
pakistan in t20 world cup 

Centre cancels FCRA 
licence of Rajiv 
Gandhi Foundation 

Rishi Sunak 
declares bid to 
contest UK PM race

ership un-
less one backped-
als from the race. 
The result will 
be announced on 

Friday, 28 October.
O n  F r i d a y,  P e n n y 

Mordaunt, the Tory leader 
in the House of Commons 
too threw her hat in the 
ring. “I’ve been encour-
aged by support from col-
leagues who want a fresh 
start, a united party and 
leadership in the national 
interest,” Mordaunt tweeted. 
Meanwhile, Boris Johnson 
also landed in Britain on 
Saturday from a Caribbean 
holiday to launch a formal 
bid for the Conservative 
Party leadership. Johnson 
was forced to step down 
on 7 July following a series 
of resignations of cabinet 
members, who protested 

against his scandal-plagued 
leadership.

However, Johnson now 
expressed his willingness to 
enter the PM race, saying he 
is “up for it.” 

Meanwhile, Suella Braver-
man, the former British 
home secretary who re-
signed the day before Truss 
stepped down, has endorsed 
Sunak to be prime minister. 
Reportedly, a large section of 
party legislators are in favour 
of Sunak. 

Truss became the shortest-
serving British PM after she 
stepped down just 45 days 
after she was elected as Brit-
ain’s leader, stating that she 
recognizes she “cannot de-
liver the mandate” on which 
she was elected. Truss said 
she would step aside for 
a new leader to be chosen 
within the next week. 

ever,  the 
air  quality in 
Gurugram stood 
in the ‘moderate’ 
category with an 

AQI of 139. 
An AQI between zero 

and 50 is  considered 
good, 51 and 100 satisfac-
tory, 101 and 200 mod-
erate, 201 and 300 poor, 
301 and 400 very poor, 
and 401 and 500 severe. 
SAFAR also advised the 
sensitive groups to reduce 
prolonged or heavy ex-
ertion and to take more 
breaks and do less intense 
activities. 
“Asthematics, keep medi-
cine ready if symptoms 
of coughing or shortness 
of breath occur. Heart 
patients, see doctor if get 
palpitations, shortness of 
breath, or unusual fatigue,” 

it said in its advisory. 
Meanwhile, the Delhi 

government has banned 
the  product ion,  stor-
age, sale, and bursting 
of crackers this year as 
well  as  f ines and jai l 
terms in case of violation. 
In a bid to reduce vehicular 
pollution, the Delhi Gov-
ernment also announced 
the ‘Red Light On Gaadi 
Off’ campaign. 

Under the campaign, pub-
lic representatives and offi-
cials will motivate commut-
ers to turn their vehicles 
off at red lights in a bid to 
curb vehicular pollution. 
The air quality in the na-
tional capital is also af-
fected because of stubble 
burning in surrounding 
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, 
Haryana and Rajasthan in 
the winter. 

four batches of 16 sat-
ellites from the rocket. 

ISRO chairman S Somanath 
said, “We have started Di-
wali celebrations. ‘Sixteen 

out of 36 satellites have been placed in 
the desired orbit as expected. 

This is a historic launch as it is the 
second operational mission of LVM3 
and first commercial launch,” the 
chairman Somnath said, adding that 
it was Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
who wanted LVM3 to enter the com-
mercial launch service market. “We 
will place another 36 satellites in the 
next M3 mission.”

Later on ISRO sources told to the 
media that the cryogenic upper stage 
of the three-stage rocket reoriented 
and added velocity to ensure safe sep-
aration distance of the satellites.  

This is an extremely remarkable 
mission.  

Among the many firsts in this 
launch, ISRO said it was the first 
Indian rocket to carry a six-tonne 
payload, first commercial launch of 
LVM3 with NSIL, first multi-satellite 
mission of LVM3 to LEO and first 
OneWeb mission with NSIL. 
“GSLV Mark-3 rocket countdown 

process will continue. 
The GSLV Mark-3 rocket will be 

launched from the second launch pad 
at 00.07 midnight today. 

GSLV Mark-3 is being launched with 
36 satellites in the first phase as part 

of the agreement of 108 satellites with 
the UK. Thirty-six satellites are purely 
for communications. PSLV and SLV 
rockets will be tested this year,” he 
added. 

of the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 
Act. The committee formed by the MHA 

in July 2020 has pointed its findings about the 
violations of various FCRA norms that have re-
sulted in the cancellation of the registration of 

the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation, which was established in 
1991, the officer privy to the development said. 

An inquiry started against the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation 
in July 2020 when the MHA constituted an inter-ministe-
rial committee headed by an Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
officer to investigate three Gandhi family foundations-

-Rajiv Gandhi Foundation, Rajiv Gandhi Charitable Trust 
(RGCT) and Indira Gandhi Memorial Trust-- for possible 
violations of the money laundering act, Income Tax act and 
FCRA. 

The committee comprised officers from the MHA, Minis-
try of Finance as well as the Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI), and was mandated to investigate if the trusts, run by 
the Gandhi family and other Congress leaders, manipulat-
ed any documents while filing income tax or misused and 
laundered money received from foreign countries. 
According to the official website of the Rajiv Gandhi 

Foundation, the organisation has worked on various is-
sues in the sectors of health, science and technology, wom-
en and children and disability support from 1991 to 2009. 
The foundation decided to focus on education in 2010, the 
website mentioned. 

Soon after the cancellation of its FCRA licensce registra-
tion, the officer said, a written notice has been dispatched 
to the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation and its office-bearers. 
Former Congress President Sonia Gandhi is the chairper-
son of the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation. 

Among other trustees of the NGO are former Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh, former Finance Minister P Chid-
ambaram, and members of Parliament Rahul Gandhi and 
his sister Priyanka Gandhi Vadra. Rajiv Gandhi Foun-
dation came under the scanner in July 2020, when the 
MHA set up an inter-ministerial committee headed by an 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) officer to investigate three 
Gandhi family foundations-- Rajiv Gandhi Foundation 
(RGF), Rajiv Gandhi Charitable Trust (RGCT) and Indira 
Gandhi Memorial Trust-- for any possible violations of the 
money laundering act, Income Tax act and FCRA.

The committee comprised officers from the Union home 
and finance ministries as well as the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI). 

It was mandated to investigate if these trusts run by the 
Gandhi family and other Congress leaders manipulated 
any documents while filing income tax or misused and 
laundered money received from foreign countries. 

New Delhi: Union home Minister 
Amit Shah on Sunday termed the 
successful launch of the indian Space 
Research Organisation’s (iSRO) heavi-
est rocket with 36 Oneweb satellites 
as “a landmark day for india’s space 
programme”. 
iSRO launched 36 communication 
satellites on its heaviest rocket on 
the intervening night of Saturday 
and Sunday at 12:07 am from Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre in Andhra 
Pradesh’s Sriharikota. The home 
Minister said that india stepped into a 
new era of self-reliance with the suc-
cessful launch of its heaviest rocket 
lVM3. 
“A landmark day for india’s space 
programme! india stepped into a new 
era of self-reliance with the success-

ful launch of its heaviest rocket lVM3, 
with 36 Oneweb satellites on board, 
Congratulations to our scientists and 
the entire team,” Shah said in a tweet. 
earlier in the day, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Sunday congratulated 
the iSRO and said that the launch 
exemplifies Atmanirbharta and 
enhances india’s competitive edge in 
the global commercial launch service 
market. 
“Congratulations NSil, iN-SPACe, 
iSRO on the successful launch of 
our heaviest launch vehicle lVM3 
with 36 Oneweb satellites meant for 
global connectivity. lVM3 exemplifies 
Atmanirbharta & enhances india’s 
competitive edge in the global com-
mercial launch service market,” PM 
Modi said in a tweet.

landmark day, says amit sHaH

New Delhi: Union home Minister Amit 
Shah hailed india’s victory in a nail-biting 
match against Pakistan in T20 world Cup 
at Melbourne and lauded Virat Kohli for his 
“cracking innings” on Sunday.

“A perfect way to start the T20 world 
Cup...Deepawali begins. what a cracking 
innings by @imVkohli. Congratulations to 
the entire team,” tweeted Union home 
Minister Amit Shah. 

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
called the indian team’s performance a 
phenomenal effort and praised Virat Kholi 
for his finest innings.

“A phenomenal effort by Team india 
against Pakistan in Melbourne today. Virat 
Kohli played one of the finest innings of his 
life! This incredible victory has delighted 
all indian cricket fans around the world. 
Congratulations to Team india on this 
spectacular victory,” read the Union De-
fence Minister’s tweet. 
BJP national president JP Nadda congrat-
ulated Team india for their stellar victory 
against Pakistan and called it a historic 
inning that oozed class and resilience from 
Virat Kohli. 

“Congratulations #Teamindia for this stel-
lar victory against Pakistan today in Mel-
bourne. historic innings that oozed class & 
resilience from @imVkohli and a fantastic 
display of fighting spirit by the Men in Blue 
proved to be the difference. Best of luck 
with the other matches,” Nadda tweeted.

An explosive half-century by star batter 
Virat Kohli and a century stand with hardik 
Pandya helped india defeat Pakistan by 
four wickets in their Group 2, Super 12 
match of the ongoing iCC T20 world Cup 
at the iconic Melbourne Cricket Ground 
(MCG) 
with this win, india is at top of Group 2 with 
two points. 
Virat reached his half-century in 43 balls. 
The star batter swung tides in favour of 
india once again, helping india get 17 more 
runs. Men in Blue needed 31 off 12 balls. 
An explosive half-century by star batter 
Virat Kohli and a century stand with hardik 
Pandya helped india defeat Pakistan by 
four wickets in their Group 2, Super 12 
match of the ongoing iCC T20 world Cup 
at the iconic Melbourne Cricket Ground 
(MCG) on Sunday. 

‘deepawali begins...’: amit sHaH, otHer 
leaders Hail india’s Victory against pakistan
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Candidly speaking 

post-diwali diseases 

Capital of drugs? 

Cultural Counsellor of the 
Iranian Embassy, Dr Muham-
mad Ali Rabbani on Sunday 
said that Kashmir is a safe and 
peaceful place and appreciated 
the natural beauty of Kashmir. 

In a conference organized 
by the Jammu and Kashmir 
People’s Justice Front on the 
common cultural and heritage 
relations between Iran and 
India at Gund Khawaja Qasim 
village of Tehsil Pattan in Dis-
trict Baramulla, Rabbani was 
the chief guest. Rabbani in his 
address said, “After visiting 
Kashmir, I really felt that this 
is a safe and peaceful place. I 
am very happy to see people 
from different parts of the 
world who come to see and 
appreciate the natural beauty 
of Kashmir.” 

He requested the people of 
Iran to come to Kashmir so 
that they too can enjoy the 
hospitality and natural beauty 
over here. 

Other scholars of Kashmir 
valley and India also partici-
pated in this conference. JK 
People’s Justice Front’s Chair-
man Agha Syed Abbas Rizvi 

presided over the conference. 
At the conference, scholars 

shed light on the common 
cultural and heritage relations 
between India and Iran. Rab-
bani while addressing the con-
ference said that since ancient 
times there have always been 
good relations between Iran 
and India and in the future 
will continue. There will be 
no decline in the affinity and 
relationship between the two 
nations. 

“Being in India, I felt that 
the Shiites are safe here, as, in 
some countries, images of anti-
humanity come out, but on the 
contrary, in India, there is clear 
evidence of philanthropy. In 
India, Hindus and Brahmins 
also participate in the religious 
festivals of the Shias. This is 
the finest example of religious 
harmony, visible to the world,” 
said the Iranian counsellor. 

In his address, Dr Rabbani 
said that in other countries, is-
sues of humanity, language and 
religious enmity occur, but that 
is not the case in India. He said, 
“You see how other countries 
have relations with each other, 
but in every respect, the strong 
relationship between Iran and 
India in terms of culture, is 

unmatched. We have learnt 
here to date that there is no 
discrimination between Shia 
or Sunni or Sikh or Hindu in 
India. People are taught to live 
together. India is an example 
of complete religious harmony 
and coexistence.” 

Rabbani also mentioned the 
academic achievements of In-
dia in his address regarding 
educational links. He said, 
“Before Islam, medicine, as-
trology, philosophy and other 
education streams were taught 
in the educational institutions 
of Nishapur, in which experts 
from India were present and 
used to teach.” 

“People were enlightened 
by the light of education. Af-
ter Islam, the four things that 
were focused on were intellect, 
mysticism, the sermon of Ahl 
al-Bayt and literature and re-
spect which is found especially 
in India and Kashmir,” added 
Rabbani. 

Agha Syed Abbas Rizvi also 
addressed the conference and 
said that Kashmiris are lucky 
that they are living in India 
where there is religious free-
dom while the neighbouring 
country does not have this kind 
of freedom. 

As people across the country, in-
cluding Delhi, are gearing up for 
Diwali, the problem of air quality 
is also coming to the fore, as the 
overall Air Quality Index (AQI) in 
the national capital touched 266 on 
Saturday evening. As per the Sys-
tem of Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting And Research (SA-
FAR), the AQI index in the overall 
Delhi region was in the ‘Poor’ cat-
egory at 266, ‘very poor’ category 
in the Delhi University area at 327, 
‘poor’ quality in Mathura Road 
at 293 and in ‘moderate’ category 
in Gurugram at 156 on Saturday 
evening.  The overall Air Quality 
Index (AQI) in the national capital 
touched 266 today evening. 

As Delhi and the National Capital 
Region (NCR) continue to breathe 
toxic air, Chairman of Fortis Es-
corts Heart Institute Dr Ashok 
Seth said, “While pollution has 
only been linked to lung problems 
as asthma gets worsens, people 
often ignored the proven fact that 
air pollution leads to increased 
heart damages and we should not 
ignore this.” “In fact, as we have 
been seeing the increase in heart 
disease in young people in the 
last few years, I believe that it is 
caused by air pollution that has 
got worse over the last 20 years as 
well as their lifestyles. For the last 
20 years, this has been recognised 
by all authoritative scientific bod-
ies of cardiology,” Dr Seth said. 
Dr Seth explained how air pollu-
tion causes inflammation in the 

arteries of the heart and damages 
the heart. 

“When we look at the 2.5 par-
ticulate matter, it is known that 
pollution consists of not just that 
matter, which also is very harmful 
and transfers from the lung into 
the blood vessels, but also gaseous 
metric, like carbon monoxide like 
sulphur dioxide like nitrogen, ni-
trous oxide, all of which are known 
to be harmful substances. They 
cause inflammation in the arteries 
of the heart. When this particulate 
matter goes into the bloodstream 
to the lungs, causes inflammation 
in the arteries of the heart and also 
causes increased clotting of the 
blood. And all these two impor-
tant factors lead to heart attacks 
and development of damage to 
the inner lining of the arteries of 
the heart that causes the position 
of cholesterol and coronary artery 
disease.” 

Dr Seth further said, “These 
pollutants again to the blood, 
lead to disturbance in the 
rhythm of the heart and af-
fect the heart rate. Sometimes, 
that causes sudden death.” 
“We are going to see the worst 
atmosphere in the coming days 
because of the festive seasons, I 
think it is time to realise that this 
has to be taken care of. On the oc-
casion of Diwali, there would be 
firecrackers and till now, we have 
no solutions or guidelines or poli-
cies for stubble burning. All these 
will cause lung diseases and heart 
attacks or heart-related disease,” 
Dr Seth warned.

Criticising the Pinarayi Vijayan-led 
Kerala government for its liquor 
policy, Governor Arif Mohammed 
Khan on Saturday said the state is on 
the process of replacing Punjab as the 
“capital of drugs”. 

Governor Khan said that while ev-
eryone was carrying out campaigns 
against the consumption of alcohol, 
the state government of Kerala was 
encouraging it. “Here, we have de-
cided that lottery and alcohol are 
enough for our development. What 
a shameful situation for a state which 
has 100 per cent literacy. As head of 
the state, I feel ashamed. What is the 
lottery? You are robbing them. You 
are making your people addicted to 
alcohol. Do you know today what is 
the position? Kerala is replacing Pun-

jab as the capital of drugs. Everybody 
carries campaigns against liquor con-
sumption and here liquor consump-
tion is encouraged. What a shame?” 
Khan said at a book launch event. 

Khan was speaking at a book 
launch event where he released a 
book- CH Muhammed Koya: Ari-
yatha Kathakal, written by Advo-
cate VK Beeran about Kerala’s for-
mer Chief Minister CH Muhammed 
Koya. Governor Khan also pointed 
out the issue of the appointment of 
vice-chancellors to various universi-
ties in Kerala and said the Supreme 
Court itself had earlier made it clear 
that the appointment of the vice 
chancellors was the responsibility of 
the Governor. “Supreme Court has 
made it clear appointment of Vice 
Chancellor is the only responsibility 
of the Chancellor.

‘Kashmir is a safe and peaceful 
place,’ says Iranian counsellor 

Pollution to increase lungs, heart 
disease: Experts ahead of Diwali

Kerala is replacing Punjab as drug 
capital: Arif Mohammed Khan
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terrorism key point 

EExternal Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar 
during a telephonic 

conversation with his Ger-
man counterpart Annal-
ena Baerbock on Saturday 
discussed the issue of ter-
rorism emanating from ter-
ritory under Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. “Since it was 
the first telephonic talk with 
the German FM after her 
controversial Kashmir re-
marks, EAM made it a point 
to raise the issue of terror-
ism threatening the regional 
security and stressed on the 
need of greater global role in 
tackling the menace,” sourc-
es told The Daily Guardian. 
India wants Pakistan to take 
credible, verifiable, irrevers-
ible and sutained action 
against terrorism emanat-
ing from territories under 
its control. “Several key is-
sues of regional and global 
importance were discussed 
between the two foreign 
ministers. The ongoing Rus-
sia-Ukraine war was one of 

them,” sources said.  
Diplomats are of the view 

that Pakistan cannot be 
given a clean chit on terror-
ism only because it has been 
dropped from grey list by 
the Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF) recently. Situ-
ation on ground needs to be 
assessed on regular basis to 
check whether Pakistan’s 
action against terrorism 
is really up to the mark or 
not, says a diplomat. Entire 
global community needs to 
keep a close watch over Pak-
istan based terror outfits, he 
added.

  The Indo-Pacific and 
maritime security issues 
in view of growing China’s 
assertiveness also figured 
during the talks, sources 
added. India and Germany 
would continue to hold de-
tailed discussions on these 
issues at various levels. The 
two countries would work 
in the direction of firming 
up deeper strategic alliance 
to deal with all security 
challenges, be it from ter-
rorism or from any other 
force seeking to undermine 

territorial integrity of other 
countries.    

Notably, this was the first 
conversation between Jais-
hankar and his German 
counterpart ever since she 
stirred controversy by rais-
ing the Jammu & Kashmir 
issue during a press confer-
ence. Earlier this month, 
Baerbock was holding a 
joint press conference with 
her Pakistani counterpart 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
in Berlin. While speaking 
to reporters, she abruptly 
mentioned the Kashmir 
issue. Advocating for the 
Kashmir issue, Baerbock 
advocated for the “peace-
ful” solution of the region 
with the help of the United 
Nations.

Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) reacted sharp-
ly, stating, “All serious and 
conscientious members 
of the global community 
have a role and responsibil-
ity to call out international 
terrorism, especially of a 
cross-border nature.” It 
underscored how India’s 
Jammu and Kashmir has 

been facing the brunt of ter-
rorism for decades and add-
ed the situation is the same 
till now. Foreign nationals 
have been victims there, as 
also in other parts of India, 
MEA had said.

  Responding to the joint 
Press Conference of the 
Foreign ministers of Ger-
many and Pakistan regard-
ing Jammu and Kashmir, 
India said that global com-
munity members have a 
crucial role to play in call-
ing out international ter-
rorism and stressed on the 
fact that the foreign nation-
als have been its victim too. 
“All serious and conscien-
tious members of the global 
community have a role 
and responsibility to call 
out international terror-
ism, especially of a cross-
border nature. The Indian 
Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir has borne the 
brunt of such a terrorist 
campaign for decades. This 
continues till now. Foreign 
nationals have been victims 
there, as also in other parts 
of India. 

pak-based terrorism figures 
during india-german talks 
T. BrAJeSH
NEW DElHI

top of the day

assam man killed 
after being hit by 
train 
Kamrup: a man was 
killed at a railway crossing 
in assam’s Kamrup district 
on Sunday after being hit 
by a train while he was 
trying to illegally cross the 
railway tracks. The incident 
took place at the ranigate 
area near azara railway 
station in Kamrup district. 
In the ccTV footage, the 
deceased was seen as 
running to illegally cross 
the railway tracks and was 
hit by the train. cpro of 
NF railway, Sabyasachi De, 
told aNI that the incident 
took place in the ranigate 
area.

man held for 
extorting money 
from woman
NEW DElHI: a man was 
arrested for allegedly black-
mailing, harassing and 
extorting rs 7 lakh from the 
complainant in exchange 
for the deletion of pictures 
circulated online, said po-
lice officials on Sunday. The 
accused has been identified 
as anshul Srivastava, a 
one-sided lover who bullied 
the accused through emails, 
messages and uploading 
pictures on social media 
without the consent of the 
complainant. “The woman 
filed a complaint that one 
person is continuously 
harassing, threatening, 
and bullying her through 
emails, messages and 
uploading pictures without 
her consent on various 
social media platforms. The 
accused was defaming her 
by sending her pictures to 
her friends and family and 
demanded rs. 7,00,000 
from the complainant to 
delete/remove the pictures 
from the sites,” said Deputy 
commissioner of police, 
South West District, New 
Delhi, manoj c.

dri offiCials 
interCept parCel 
with 1.9 kg drugs 
mumBaI: a parcel consist-
ing of narcotic substances 
that was being smuggled 
into India in an interna-
tional courier parcel was 
intercepted at the air cargo 
complex by the Director-
ate of revenue Intelligence 
(DrI), said officials on Sun-
day. Based on intelligence 
that narcotic substances 
were likely to be smuggled 
into India through an In-
ternational courier parcel, 
officers of DrI, mumbai 
intercepted the parcel at the 
air cargo complex, mumbai 
october 20. The parcel had 
originated in paris and was 
destined for an address in 
Nalasopara on the outskirts 
of mumbai. a thorough 
search of the parcel result-
ed in the recovery of 1.9kg 
of amphetamine Type Sub-
stance in the form of tablets 
valued at more than rs 15 
crores in the illicit interna-
tional market, informed the 
customs officials.

‘kishtwar has 
emerged as north 
india's power hub’
NEW DElHI: union minister 
of State Jitendra Singh on 
Sunday said that Kishtwar 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
has emerged as North 
India's power hub under 
prime minister Narendra 
modi-led central govern-
ment. "Kishtwar in Jammu 
and Kashmir has emerged 
as North India's power hub 
under the modi government 
with a series of active power 
projects, in total expected 
to generate more than 6000 
mega Watt of electricity. 

early winter pollution 

 As Delhi and the National Capi-
tal Region (NCR) brace for the 
upcoming winter, it remains to 
be seen if the seasonal average of 
PM2.5 during winter--that had 
improved during the pandemic 
but had stagnated post-pandemic-
-will further bend or increase. This 
winter season is also starting from 
a much cleaner benchmark due to 
rains in September and October.

 Centre for Science and Environ-
ment’s (CSE) Urban Lab has re-
leased its winter pollution assess-
ment –the objective, says Anumita 
Roychowdhury, executive director, 
research and advocacy, CSE, has 
been “to understand the trend 
and the starting line of the onset 
of the winter pollution season or 
pre-winter levels in this region. 
This would also capture the longer 
term context of seasonal variation 
and annual trends in particulate 
pollution.”

  “The intensity of winter pollu-
tion and severity of smog episodes 
will depend on the effectiveness of 
the long term multi-sector action 
so far in the entire region of Delhi 
and NCR and also on the enforce-
ability of the short term emergency 
action. Only the effectiveness of 
the air pollution control measures 
targeting all key sources will deter-
mine if the winter pollution trend 
that had stabilised post pandemic, 
will continue to hold and improve 
or worsen further,” says Roychow-
dhury. 

  This is an assessment of annual 
and seasonal trends in PM2.5 con-
centration for the period 1 January 
2015 to 17 October 2022 (winter is 
defined as from October 1 to Feb-
ruary 28). This captures seven 
successive winter seasons and 
pre-winter trends in Delhi and the 
National Capital Region. 

This analysis covers 81 continu-
ous ambient air quality monitoring 
stations (CAAQMS) spread across 
cities of Delhi-NCR. Meteorologi-
cal data for the analysis is sourced 
from the Palam weather station of 
India Meteorological Department 
(IMD). Fire count data is sourced 
from NASA’s Fire Information for 
Resource Management System, 
specifically Moderate Resolution 
Imaging Spectroradiometer (MO-
DIS) and Visible Infrared Imaging 
Radiometer Suite (VIIRS) product 
is used. Estimate of contribution of 
farm stubble fire smoke to Delhi’s 
air quality is sourced from Minis-

try of Earth Science’s System of Air 
Quality and Weather Forecasting 
and Research (SAFAR).

 
Key findings

 
This winter has started on the 
cleanest note with five “good” AQI 
days (for PM2.5) in the first two 
weeks of October. This happened 
due to an extended rainfall period 
but effects of it have started to wane 
as PM2.5 levels have risen above 
90 µg/m3 (“poor” AQI break-
point) on October 16. This pollution 
level is still low compared to previ-
ous years but it is expected to rise 
quickly. This rise is being driven by 
smoke from the farm stubble fires 
starting to enter the region.

 As per SAFAR, this smoke con-
tributed about 3 per cent to Delhi’s 
PM2.5 level on 17 October. This is 
happening now because burning 
activities have picked up in Punjab-
Haryana-Delhi. The total radiative 

fire power of these fires in Punjab-
Haryana-Delhi breeched 2,000 
Watt on 16th October. This is less 
than half of the value recorded in 
2020 and 2021 for same period, 
implying massive burning is in 
store in coming few days. Based on 
previous years’ observation it can 
be said that situation can worsen 
if business as usual scenario con-
tinues.

 Seasonal PM2.5 average for the 
winter (post-pandemic) shows 
about 20 per cent improvement 
compared to the winters of 2015-
18; but the progress has stag-
nated: Overall, long term data 
shows that improvement made in 
reducing pollution levels during 
the winter season has stagnated 
in last three years. Smog episodes 
are again starting to get longer and 
pose dire threat to public health 
not just in Delhi but whole of 
NCR.  Delhi’s seasonal air quality 
for winter (1 Oct to 28 Feb) used 
hover around 180-190 µg/m3 be-
fore pandemic and for last three 

winters it has come down to 150-
160 µg/m3. Despite the improve-
ment the seasonal average is still 
over 150 per cent above the 24-hr 
standard and almost four times the 
annual standard.

 Peak pollution shows similar 
trend as seasonal average. Peak 
pollution (worst 24-hr average) 
used to cross 800 µg/m3 at indi-
vidual stations pre-pandemic, it 
has been hovering in 700-800 µg/
m3 range during last three winters. 
These peak pollution numbers 
should be taken with caution as 
CPCB introduced at 1,000 µg/
m3 cap on reported real-time data 
in 2016-17, which has greatly com-
promised the assessment of peak 
pollution level. Actual peak levels 
must be higher than what CPCB 
data shows.

 It must also be noted that the 
worst station for peak pollution 
has changed seven times in last 
seven winters. Shadipur, DTU, 

CRRI Mathura Road, JLN Stadi-
um, Alipur, ITO and Rohini have 
occupied the worst peak pollution 
title in the last seven winters. These 
are spread across the city with no 
clear pattern. This indicates that 
the winter pollution is regional in 
nature and short-term peak build-
up can happen anywhere based on 
local meteorology and pollution 
sources. 

 Seasonal PM2.5 average for 2021-
22 winter was 10-30 per cent lower 
compared to 2020-21 winter for 
most major NCR cities--but Gha-
ziabad and Faridabad fared worse 
among these cities: Winter of 2021-
22 was relatively less polluted com-
pared to winter of 2020-21 for most 
NCR cities. Ghaziabad registered 
a 30 per cent improvement that 
was highest among major cities, 
but its PM2.5 level was still about 
2.5-times the 24-hr standard. 
Greater Noida (28 per cent), Noida 
(23 per cent) and Faridabad (16 per 
cent) also registered improvement 
in excess of Delhi that registered a 

12 per cent improvement. Guru-
gram with 11 per cent improve-
ment was the worst performer 
among the core NCR cities. In ab-
solute concentration terms, Farid-
abad with seasonal average of 159 
µg/m3 was the most polluted city 
of NCR last winter. 

 Across the larger NCR, Muzaf-
farnagar was worst performer as 
it registered a 1 per cent increase in 
winter level. Bulandshahr with 28 
per cent improvement was the best 
performer among major non-core 
NCR cities. Baghpat with seasonal 
average of 142 µg/m3 was the most 
polluted city outside the core-NCR. 
Alwar with winter average of 50 
µg/m3 was the only major city in 
NCR that registered a seasonal lev-
el lower than the 24-hr standard.  

 Intensity and duration of smog 
episodes remain worrisome: A 
smog episode is defined for the 
purpose of emergency action 
under Delhi’s Graded Response 
Action Plan when the levels of 
PM2.5 remain in “severe” cat-
egory for three consecutive days. 
In this study, if two consecutive 
smog episodes are separated by 
only one day and the PM2.5 level 
of that day doesn’t drop below 
200 µg/m3 then the whole period 
is considered a single extended 
smog episode. Last winter season, 
there were three distinct smog 
episodes counting 20 smog days 
(see Table in full report). This was 
more than the previous two win-
ters. 2020-21 winter had 14 smog 
days while 2019-20 winter had 19. 
Most smog days were observed in 
2018-19 winter when four smog 
episodes were recorded with total 
of 31 smog days. Average intensity 
of smog episode last winter was 
306 µg/m3 which was lower than 
that of previous two episodes, but 
this marginally lower intensity is 
negated by the longer duration of 
the smog episodes.

 Diwali night pollution contin-
ued to remain high in previous 
years: PM2.5 concentration on 
Diwali night (8pm to 8am) last 
year stood at 747 µg/m3, 22 per 
cent higher than that in the 
2020 Diwali night. The levels 
on 2021 Diwali night were 4.5 
times the average night-time 
levels recorded in the week 
preceding Diwali. It is noted 
that hourly concentrations can 
go beyond 1,000 µg/m3. In the 
2021 Diwali, 26 of 38 opera-
tional monitoring stations hit 
the 1,000 µg/m3 mark. 

Delhi’s air quality improved during 
pandemic, stagnated post-pandemic    
TDG NeTwork 
NEW DElHI
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Deep depression as shown by IMD 

Karnataka CM Basavaraj Bommai (file photo).

CYCLONE ‘SITRANG’

FATEFUL JOURNEY

In wake of cyclone ‘Sitrang’, 
the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) on Sunday 
issued ‘Red’ and ‘Orange’ 
alerts for heavy rainfall in 
several districts of Assam for 
the next two days. 

IMD said “Extremely 
Heavy” rainfall is very 
likely to occur in Cachar, 
Dima Hasao and Karimganj 
districts tomorrow. Fur-
ther, “Heavy” (7-11 cm in 24 
hours) to “Very Heavy” (12-
20 cm in 24 hours) rainfall 
is very likely to occur over 
Hailakandi, Karbi Anglong 
and West Karbi Anglong dis-
tricts, said IMD. On Tuesday, 
“Heavy (7-11 cm in 24 hours) 
to “Very Heavy” (12-20 cm 
in 24 hours) rainfall is very 
likely over Dima Hasao, Karbi 
Anglong and West Karbi An-
glong, IMD said. 

Regional Met Centre, Gu-
wahati said the deep de-
pression over west-central 
and adjoining east-central 

Bay of Bengal moved north-
westwards with a speed of 
18 kmph. It is very likely 
to move northwestwards 
and intensify into a cyclonic 
storm over the central Bay of 
Bengal. Thereafter, it would 
recurve and move north-
northeastwards and cross 
Bangladesh coast between 
Tinkona Island and Sandwip, 
close to Barisal around 25 Oc-
tober early morning. 

A low-pressure area has 
formed over the north Anda-
man Sea and adjoining areas 
of the south Andaman Sea 
and Southeast Bay of Bengal, 
informed IMD. 

Subsequently, by 24 Octo-
ber, it is pretty likely to re-
curve northwards and build 
into a cyclonic storm over 
the west-central and neigh-
bouring east-central Bay of 
Bengal. Following that, it is 
expected to move steadily 
north-northeastward, avoid-
ing the Odisha coast and ar-
riving near the West Bengal-
Bangladesh coasts on 25 
October. 

Four people including a 
seven-year-old girl were 
killed and 42 others were 
injured after a sleeper bus 
in which they were travel-
ing met with an accident on 
Agra-Lucknow Expressway 
in Uttar Pradesh’s Etawah 
district on Sunday. 

All the injured have been 
admitted to Saifai’s PGI Hos-
pital for treatment. “A sleep-
er bus en route to Ajmer 
from Gorakhpur with pas-
sengers met with an acci-
dent on the Agra-Lucknow 
Expressway under Saifai 
PS. 4 people were killed & 
about 42 who are seriously 
injured have been admitted 
to Saifai’s PGI Hospital,” 
said Additional District 
Magistrate (ADM). 

At around 2:30 am today, 
the sleeper bus en route to 
Ajmer from Gorakhpur 
met with an accident. “At 
around, 2:30 am the sleeper 
bus collided with the truck. 
The bus hit the truck from 
behind. Four people includ-
ing a seven-year-old girl died 

in the accident, Two bus 
drivers and two passengers 
are among the deceased. 
All the injured are admit-
ted to the hospital,” said Jay 
Prakash Singh, Superinten-
dent of police (SSP), Etawah. 

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath ex-
pressed grief over the loss 
of lives in a road accident 
in Etawah. “UP CM Yogi 
Adityanath has expressed 
deep grief over the loss of 
lives in road accident in dis-
trict Etawah. While praying 
for peace to the soul of the 
departed, the Chief Minister 
has expressed condolences 
to the bereaved families,” 
the Chief Minister’s Office 
(CMO) said in a tweet. 

The Chief Minister has in-
structed the district admin-
istration officials for proper 
treatment of the injured and 
also wished for their speedy 
recovery. “Along with this, 
the District Magistrate and 
senior police officers have 
been instructed to go to the 
spot and get relief work done 
on a war footing,” CMO 
added.

IMD alert for heavy 
rains in Assam 

Bus accident on Agra-
Lucknow Expressway 
kills four, injures 42 
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IN KARNATAKA

Chief Minister Basavaraj 
Bommai on Sunday accused 
the Congress party leader 
Rahul Gandhi of following 
“appeasement politics” which 
increased “terrorism” in the 
country. 

“See terrorism and what-
ever incidents took place in 
our country are due to the po-
litical policy of appeasement 
of Rahul Gandhi and Con-
gress,” said the CM. The CM 
slammed the Congress party 
for blaming RSS for diverting 
attention from appeasement 
politics. 

“People of the country 
know RSS is a patriotic or-
ganisation. RSS never ruled 
this nation. Only BJP and 
Congress have ruled us. Dur-
ing Congress’ tenure, terror-

ist activities are on a high 
pitch. Mumbai, Bangalore, 
Hyderabad everywhere they 
should recall what happened 
during their tenure,” he said. 

The CM further added that 
we should understand in-
ternal security and external 
security have changed after 
Narendra Modi became PM. 
Islamic nations such as the 
Middle East are praising the 
policies of Narendra Modi. 

Bommai said that Congress 
have the habit of viewing ev-
erything from yellow glasses, 
adding, “They should watch 
what’s happening in Con-
gress ruling Rajasthan. By 
this, it will be clear who is 
trying to divide the nation 
through appeasement poli-
tics. Let them curb commu-
nal activities in Congress-
ruled states”.

BOMMAI ACCUSES RAHUL FOR 
‘APPEASEMENT POLITICS’ 
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IN SAHARANPUR

Saharanpur district offi-
cials on Sunday declared 
Darul Uloom, Deoband- an 
Islamic education institu-
tion- as an ‘illegal’ unrecog-
nized madrassa, following 
a survey conducted by the 
government submitted its 
report. 

The district  officials 
named 306 other unrecog-
nized Islamic education in-
stitutions in their report as 
illegal. “Information about 
306 illegal madrasas that 
were traced was sent to Ad-
ministration. Darul Uloom 
Deoband is also an illegal 
madrasa and is deprived 
of scholarships & other 
schemes,” Bharat Lal Gond, 
District Minority Welfare 
Officer said. 

“An investigation was done 
on basis of parameters set 
by the Administration like 
the year of establishment 
of the madrasa, the society 
that runs it, the name of the 
madrasa, and their source of 

income,” he added. “What-
ever decision the adminis-
tration takes, based on that 
complaint will be filed,” B.L. 
Gond further said. Accord-
ing to reports, 754 madras-
sas are registered with the 
district administration. Of 
which 664 runs up to fifth 
grade, 80 are up to eighth 
grade, and the remaining 
10 madrassas are class 10 
bound. Last month, the Ut-
tar Pradesh government 
started the process of con-
ducting a survey of Islamic 
education institutions. 

According to the govern-
ment order, the survey will 
be on the basis of 12 aspects. 
The teams of officials for 
the Madrassas survey have 
been constituted by District 
Magistrate (DM) as per gov-
ernment order. 

Earlier, the UP govern-
ment declared to conduct 
a survey in unrecognized 
madrassas to ascertain in-
formation on the number 
of students, teachers, cur-
riculum, and its affiliation 

with any non-government 
organization.  The survey of 
unrecognized Madrassas is 
conducted to ensure the ba-
sic facilities of the students 
of Madrassas. 

Danish Azad Ansari Min-
ister of State for Minor-
ity Welfare, Muslim Waqf 
and Waqf Department has 
informed that the order 
also holds to give mater-
nity leave and child care 
leave to women employ-
ees working in madrasas 
in the light of the rules 
applicable in the Depart-
ment of Secondary Educa-
tion and Basic Education. 
All the District Magistrates 
(DMs) in Uttar Pradesh 
have been issued instruc-
tions regarding the survey. 
The government has also 
ordered holding a survey of 
unrecognized madrassas by 
October 5. The teams will 
constitute officials of the 
Sub Divisional Magistrate 
(SDM), Basic Shiksha Ad-
hikari (BSA), and District 
Minority Officers.

307 MADRASSAS INCLUDING 
DARUL ULOOM DECLARED ILLEGAL, 
GOVERNMENT SURVEY FINDS
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SHOCKING 

TOUGH ACTION 

A five-year-old girl died af-
ter a group of stray dogs at-
tacked her in Bakavan village 
of Madhya Pradesh’s Khar-
gone district, an official said. 

The incident occurred 
around 1 pm on Friday 
when the girl was going to a 
grocery shop situated nearby 
her house alone. One of the 
relatives of the girl, Sualal 

said that the father of the girl 
went to work in the field and 
she went to the shop alone. 
In the meantime, a group of 
stray dogs attacked her and 
bit her on the neck. 

The villagers rescued the 
girl from the grip of the dogs 
and took her immediately to 
Baidia Hospital from where 
she was referred to district 
hospital after primary treat-
ment. She died while un-
dergoing treatment there. 

The girl’s father, MP Lal said 
that he had gone to work in 
the field. His daughter Sonia 
went to the grocery store 
near the house to get some 
stuff, during which around 
5 dogs suddenly attacked on 
her neck. She had lost a lot 
of blood due to the dog bite. 
District hospital police out-
post in-charge Gataram said 
that a case was filed in the 
matter and further proceed-
ings were on. 

Karnataka Police on Saturday 
registered an FIR against Kan-
nada actor Chetan for allegedly 
hurting religious sentiments. 

The Seshadripuram police 
registered an FIR against 
Chetan on the basis of a com-
plaint against him alleging that 
he made “derogatory” state-
ments while commenting on 
the tradition of ‘Bhoota Kola’ 
depicted in the Kannada movie 
‘Kantara’. On the complaint by 

a person named Shivakumar, 
the police have registered FIR 
Chetan under Section 505(2) 
of IPC. 

Shivakumar, in his com-
plaint, alleged that Chetan’s 
statement would hurt reli-
gious sentiments and enmity 
between communities. 

The police said that they 
would summon Chetan for 
questioning for further inves-
tigation. The complaints were 
also filed against Chetan in 
other police stations including 

Dharwad.  Chetan in his com-
ments on ‘Kantara’ movie said 
that the cultural existence of 
tribal mingled with Brahman-
ism. He also said two are two 
different cultures and ‘Bhoota 
Kola’ is not Hindu culture. 
This is the second time Chetan 
is facing criminal charges this 
year.  In February this year, he 
was allegedly arrested amid 
the hijab row in Karnataka 
allegedly for his objectionable 
tweets against a High Court 
judge involved in the trial. 

5-YEAR-OLD GIRL DIES AFTER BEING 
ATTACKED BY STRAY DOGS IN MP 

KANNADA ACTOR CHETAN BOOKED FOR HURTING 
RELIGIOUS SENTIMENTS
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DEEP DEPRESSION 

India Meteorological 
Department in its Sun-
day bulletin predicted a 

cyclone-type situation near 
the West Bengal coast, due 
to a deep depression over 
the west-central and ad-
joining east-central Bay of 
Bengal. 

“The deep depression over 
west-central and adjoining 
east-central Bay of Bengal 
moved northwestwards 
with a speed of 18 kmph 
during past 6 hours and lay 
centered at 1130 hours IST 
of today, the 23rd October 
over the same region near 
latitude 15.80N and longi-
tude 88.10E, about 680 km 

northwest of Port Blair, 650 
km south of Sagar Island 
and 1200 km southwest of 
Barisal (Bangladesh),” the 

IMD bulletin said. 
As per the bulletin, the 

‘deep depression’ is ex-
pected to move northwest-

wards during the next 
six hours and intensify 
into a cyclonic storm over 
the central Bay of Bengal. 
After that, it would recurve 
and move north-north-
eastwards and cross the 
Bangladesh coast between 
Tinkona Island and Sand-
wip, close to Barisal around 
October 25 early morning, 
the bulletin said. 

Earlier on Saturday, IMD 
had said that the condi-
tions are “favourable” for 
further withdrawal  of 
Southwest Monsoon from 
the entire country dur-
ing the next 48 hours. 
Also, rainfall is very likely 
over Arunachal Pradesh 
from Monday-Tuesday, As-
sam, and Meghalaya from 

Monday-Wednesday, and 
Mizoram and Tripura from 
Sunday-Wednesday. 

Very heavy rainfall is also 
very likely over Arunachal 
P r a d e s h  Mo n d ay  a n d 
T u e s d ay;  A s s a m  a n d 
Meghalaya and Mizoram 
and Tripura on Monday. 
Isolated extremely heavy 
falls are also very likely over 
south Assam, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, and Tripura on 
Tuesday, the IMD report 
said. In the southern part, 
fairly widespread rainfall is 
very likely over Tamil Nadu, 
Puducherry, Karaikal and 
Kerala, and Mahe on Satur-
day. Most parts of Northwest 
and Central India are very 
likely to see dry weather 
during the period. 

CYCLONE ALERT NEAR BENGAL 
COAST IN COMING DAYS
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TOP OF THE DAY

MAN BURNT TO DEATH 
AFTER GAS CYLINDER 
EXPLODES IN VEHICLE
Coimbatore: A man was 
burnt to death when a gas 
cylinder fitted in a vehicle 
exploded at Ukkadam, 
near the Sangameshwarar 
temple in Coimbatore on 
Sunday morning. All the 
shops in the vicinity were 
closed after the accident. 
According to reports, the 
area is communally sensi-
tive as a temple is located 
in an area with a Muslim 
population. “A large num-
ber of police personnel 
are deployed in the area,” 
officials said. “We are in-
vestigating the case. Senior 
forensic experts have been 
called to the spot. Preser-
vation of evidence is being 
done,” P Thamarai Kannan, 
ADG Law and Order said. 
The identity of the deceased 
is yet to be ascertained, 
the ADG said.“Prima facie 
it suggests that a gas leak 
from the vehicle led to the 
explosion soon after the 
vehicle went past a speed 
breaker at high speed,” of-
ficials said.

J-K POLICE RECOVERS 
21.5 KG HEROIN, ONE 
HELD
Udhampur: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Police on 
Sunday intercepted a truck 
carrying heroin weighing 
21.5 kilograms and ar-
rested one narco-smuggler. 

“Today, during vehicle 
checking at Zero Point 
Chenani, a truck coming 
from Kashmir towards 
Udhampur was intercepted 
and 18 packets of Heroin 
weighing around 21.5 Kg 
(including the packaging 
weight) were recovered 
from it. The truck driver 
has been detained,” ADGP 
Jammu Mukesh Singh said. 
The Udhampur police have 
also seized the vehicle in 
which the drugs were car-
ried. According to an official 
statement, the arrested 
person, who is the driver of 
the truck, has been identi-
fied as Kulwinder Singh 
hailing from Nawanshahr 
in Punjab. 

2 DEAD AFTER 
MASSIVE FIRE AT 
FIRECRACKER STALLS 
IN VIJAYWADA
Vijaywada: Two persons 
were killed after a fire 
broke out at firecracker 
stalls at Gandhinagar’s 
Gymkhana ground in Vijay-
wada on Sunday morning. 
The firecrackers stalls were 
set up at the Gymkhana 
ground in Gandhinagar. 
People started panicking 
after the fire broke out in 
the firecracker stalls in Vi-
jaywada. Fire tenders were 
pressed into service after 
receiving news about the 
incident. The reason for the 
fire is yet to be ascertained. 
Earlier in June this year, 
three people were killed 
while two others were 
admitted to a hospital after 
a fire broke out at the fire-
crackers production unit 
in Tamil Nadu’s Cuddalore 
district. 

DIWALI BONUS 
FOR ASSAM GOVT 
EMPLOYEES 
Guwahati: Assam chief 
minister Himanta Biswa 
Sharma on Sunday ap-
proved the proposal to 
increase the dearness 
allowance of government 
employees by four percent 
as a festive gift. After the 
official announcement by 
the chief minister, the rise 
will increase in Dearness 
Allowance from 34 percent 
to 38 percent. 

SUPERSTITION 

In a bizarre, another 
incident of superstition 
surfaced in Southern In-
dia, the Andhra Pradesh 
police have arrested four 
men for allegedly prac-
ticing black magic in the 
Musunuru Mandal of 
the Nuziveedu constitu-
ency. 

These four persons 
were caught practis-
ing occult worship and 
black magic at midnight 
for excavating hidden 
treasures in Pedapati-
varigudem village, Sub 
Inspector (SI) Kutumba 
Rao informed. The in-
cident is reported from 
the suburb of the Gopa-
varam village in Musun-
uru Mandal. 

One of the farmers in 
this village, Boda Rajesh 
was seen performing an 
occult puja and excava-
tion in his lemon grove 
on Friday midnight 
to obtain treasures. 
The villagers said that 
all four persons were 
together in the lemon 
orchard, and when they 
tried to get a hold of 
them while Boda Rajesh 
was digging, they alleg-
edly escaped their catch. 

The villagers have de-
manded strict action 
against those practising 
black magic, occult wor-
ship and digging for hid-
den treasures. 

The case has come days 
after the Kerala police 
have been investigating 
the Kerala human sac-
rifice case where two 
women were brutally 
killed in the name of a 
ritual after being lured 
for money. 

The process of evidence 
collection in the Kochi 
case has “almost com-
pleted” and the police 
added that they rely on 
cyber evidence as it was 
important in this case. 
The police remand re-
port of  the accused 
mentions the shock-
ing “human sacrifices” 
were suspected to have 
been committed as part 
of a ritual to obtain fi-
nancial benefits, where 
the remains of the two 
deceased women--iden-
tified as Padma and 
Roslin-- were exhumed 
later from pits near the 

residence of accused 
Bhagaval Singh and Lai-
la in the Pathanamthitta 
district. 

According to police, 
the accused allegedly 
lured the victims with 
the promise of money. 
The remand report 
stated that the accused 
allegedly chopped up 
the bodies of the victims 
before burying them. 

The police have also 
seized several phones 
from the accused. The 
Commissioner also as-
serted that the main ac-
cused used to mutilate 
the bodies in a butcher’s 
style. 

As per the reports, 
the police have found 
39 grams of gold that 
b e l o n ge d  t o  v i c t i m 
Padma mortgaged by 
Shafi for Rs 1 lakhs 
out of which he gave 
Rs 40,000 to his wife. 
As per the police re-
mand report, the ac-
cused husband-wife 
pair of Bhagaval Singh 
and Laila conspired with 
the “prime accused” 
Muhammed Shafi to 
commit  the crimes. 
On September 26, Shafi 
approached the 52-year-
old Padma, who used 
to sell lottery tickets 
in Kochi and lured her 
by offering Rs 15,000 
for sex work, the police 
remand report read. 
“Then she agreed and 
went with Shafi to the 
home of Bhagaval Singh 
and Laila in the Pathana-
mthitta district. There, 
the accused strangled 
her with a plastic cord 
around her neck to make 
her unconscious. After 
that, Shafi mutilated 
Padma’s private parts 
using a knife and slit her 
throat. After that, they 
chopped her into 56 piec-
es and put the mutilated 
body parts into buckets 
and buried them in a 
pit,” the report detailed. 
Police said that it is in-
vestigating the possibil-
ity of cannibalism that 
the accused possibly ate 
the flesh of the victims. 

Kochi Police Commis-
sioner CH Nagaraju ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence told reporters that 
Shafi, the main accused, 
was a pervert and has a 
criminal past. 

Black Magic: 4 held 
in Andhra village
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SGPC CHIEF 
DEMANDS A BAN 
ON RAM RAHIM'S 
ACTIVITIES
AMRITSAR: Shiromani 
Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee (SGPC) 
President Harjinder 
Singh Dhami has termed 
the activities of con-
victed Dera Sacha Sauda 
head Gurmeet Ram 
Rahim Singh as "anti-
social" and demanded 
the Centre and state 
government stop them 
immediately. Dhami's 
demands came as a 
reaction to the recently 
made announcement of 
the "opening of a Dera" 
in Punjab's Sunam. 
Dhami said, "Ram Ra-
him's character is anti-
social and the charges 
levelled against him are 
heinous." Ram Rahim, 
the main accused in 
sacrilege cases, has 
been serving a jail term 
after being convicted in 
rape and murder cases 
and was released from 
Sunaria jail on 40-day 
parole on Saturday. 

HARYANA CM 
CELEBRATES 
DIWALI WITH 
VILLAGERS
CHANDIGARH: Haryana 
Chief Minister Manohar 
Lal on Sunday celebrat-
ed Diwali with villagers 
of Marog in Bhoj Naita of 
Morni. On this occa-
sion, he extended warm 
wishes to the people of 
state and wished them a 
happy Diwali, the festival 
of lights. CM expressed 
his happiness to cel-
ebrate Diwali in a remote 
village of Morni with the 
villagers. When the Chief 
Minister arrived in Ma-
rog, the residents gave 
him a warm reception 
and offered him sweets. 
Manohar Lal is probably 
the first Chief Minister 
who has came to this 
remote village of the hilly 
region. 

HARYANA GOVT 
WILL FORMULATE 
POLICY TO REDUCE 
THE DROP OUT RATE
CHANDIGARH: Haryana 
Government has pre-
pared a new mechanism 
for providing quality 
education to the children 
which will further lead 
them to avail employ-
ment opportunities in 
the state.  Under this 
initiative, the data of citi-
zens collected in through 
Parivar Pehchan Patra 
has been divided into 
6 categories according 
to age group of citizens 
and the responsibility of 
each category has been 
assigned to a Depart-
ment.  Each Department 
will maintain a complete 
record of the benefits 
of all welfare schemes 
and services according 
to age group, education, 
health and employment 
etc. The Chief Minister, 
Manohar Lal believes 
that providing education, 
health and employment 
is the top most priority 
and moral responsibil-
ity of the state govern-
ment.  With this vision, 
the state government 
has prepared a new 
action plan, under which 
all-round development 
and welfare of every 
citizen will be ensured 
while laying emphasis 
on education, health, 
security, self-respect 
and self-reliance.

TOP OF THE DAY
'KARTAVYA BHUMI' FOR BJP

BJP on Saturday ex-
pressed confidence 
that the party will 

come to office again in Him-
achal Pradesh due to work 
of central and state govern-
ments over the past five 
years and alleged that the 
hill state is a "tourist spot" 
for Congress leadership.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, BJP spokesperson 
Gaurav Bhatia said the state 
has made significant devel-
opment strides in the past 
five years. "BJP is a political 
party which is strengthen-
ing the nation under the 
leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. BJP is a 
party which considers every 
family of the country as its 
family," he said.

"A new trend will be set. 

A trend which will reward 
honesty, and dedication to-
wards the people of Him-
achal Pradesh. A trend that 
will say loud and clear if you 
perform, we bless you and if 
as opposition also you are de-
structive, we will punish you. 
We don't look at past trends, 
we create trends, we create 
history. Some corrupt parties 
are relying on old trends of 
changing the government ev-
ery five years but they do not 
know that Modiji is known to 
set new trends," he added.

Bhatia said the new term 
that is being used in Indian 
politics and in various states 
is pro-incumbency.

"The people of Himachal 
Pradesh are the most hard-
working people in the coun-
try and are loyalists to the 
core. If they have better liv-
ing conditions, infrastruc-

ture, and health facilities, 
why would they not bless 
the BJP," he asked.

"Historic achievements have 
been made in the state under 
the BJP rule. When AIIMS 
Bilaspur was completed, it 
was a historic moment for 
everyone. The foundation 
stone was laid on October 3, 
2017, and the Prime Minister 
made sure that it is inaugurat-
ed in five years. This is a big 
achievement. Not only AIIMS 
but we have also seen how 
medical colleges were built in 
Himachal Pradesh. The way 
Ayushman Yojna, and Sahara 
Yojna were implemented in 
the state, it shows how much 
BJP cares about Himachal 
Pradesh," he said.

Terming Congress as "trou-
ble engine", he alleged it has 
"no concern for people".

"On one side there is a dou-

ble engine and on the other 
side is trouble engine. The 
double engine goes to one 
side and the trouble engine 
has no direction. There are 
some corrupt people saying 
'sarkaar aayegi baari baari' 
where as public is saying 
'BJP ki double engine ki 
sarkaar rahegi jaari'.

"Himachal is a tourist 
spot for Congress whereas 
for us it is 'kartavya bhumi 
and karam bhumi'. The 
Congress leadership comes 
to Himachal only for a holi-
day. We don't have to worry 
about them because the peo-
ple of Himachal will grant 
them a permanent holiday," 
he said.

Referring to "guarantees" 
being given by Congress, 
he said the party had "not 
fulfilled" its promises in  
other states.
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HIMACHAL IS TOURIST SPOT 
FOR CONGRESS LEADERS: BJP

TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

TAKING SWIPE AT BJP

Inflation, unemployment 
key issues for people in 
Himachal, says Congress

The Congress has accused 
the BJP of "double stan-
dards" on the issue of dy-
nastic politics in Himachal 
Pradesh and said sons of 
some BJP leaders have been 
given tickets for the assem-
bly polls in the state.

Talking to media persons 
here, Congress spokesper-
son Alka Lamba said unem-
ployment and inflation are 
key issues among people in 
the state. She alleged there is 
"infighting in BJP families" 
over ticket distribution.

"I recently visited the 
Mandi region. BJP Minister 
Mahender Singh Thakur is 
an example of BJP practic-
ing dynastic politics as his 
son has been given a ticket. 

Daughter of Mahinder Singh 
has opposed ticket distribu-
tion," she said.

Mahender Singh Thakur's 
daughter resigned from the 
post of general secretary of 
the BJP Mahila Morcha after 
the BJP decided to field her 
brother from the Dharam-
pur seat in Mandi district 
where she was also an aspi-
rant. On the chief ministerial 
face, Alka Lamba said this 
will be decided by the party's 
central leadership after con-
sultations.

"People and workers of the 
Congress want to see their 
leaders as Chief Minister. I 
was in Bilaspur, the work-
ers want Ram Lal Thakur 
should be CM, in Mandi 
workers want Kaul Singh 
Thakurji as CM. There are 
many other leaders like 

Sukhuji, MukeshJi and 
Pratibha Singhji. The voters, 
MLAs and party high com-
mand will decide the face 
of the Chief Minister," Alka 
Lamba said.

She also took potshots at 
BJP over denying tickets to 
some MLA.

"Why 11 MLAs were de-
nied tickets. Now nothing 
will change by changing can-
didates. People of state have 
made their mind to change 
the government," she said.

"We honour those lead-
ers of a family who raise the 
voice of people. We respect 
the emotions and feelings 
of the workers, we don't 
control them like BJP. Fam-
ily politics is not an issue in 
these elections, the key is-
sues are unemployment and 
inflation," she added.

TDG NETWORK
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POSSIBLE IN BJP ONLY

BJP'S 'CHAIWALA' CANDIDATE FROM SHIMLA 
URBAN STARTS ELECTION CAMPAIGN

A tea seller of Shimla City 
and a Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) leader Sanjay Sood, 
kick-started his poll cam-
paign from here on Saturday.

A 57-year-old graduate 
Sood, a tea-seller by profes-
sion, has been given BJP's 
ticket for Shimla Urban con-
stituency to contest the Hi-
machal Pradesh assembly 
election. He filed his nomina-
tion on Friday. He has been 
grabbing all the eyeballs in 
the hill resort ever since he 
was given a ticket by the BJP. 
Sood has been the part of BJP 
since 1980 and has served in 
Mandal, Zila and also as a 
counsellor of Shimla city.

"I am thankful to BJP that 
they have shown faith in me 
as a small party worker. As 
you already said, the party 
has replaced the minister and 
I have been given the party's 
candidate from Shimla Urban. 
As far as you are talking about 
the replacement of Minister 
Suresh Bhardwaj ji, he is our 
senior leader and the party 
wants to win all three seats 
from Shimla organizational 
district. He is a tall leader and 
will win the seat and that is 
the only reason the party has 
given him to shift to another 
Assembly constituency," said 
Sanjay Sood.

"Right from childhood I have 
been serving as a 'Swayamsewak' 
and I have been in BJP since 1980 
and have served in Mandal, Zila 

and also as counsellor of Shimla 
city. Party has given me this hon-
our, I will not be able to pay back 
for this. I have been running this 
small tea shop since 1991, this is 
my workplace and source of liveli-
hood. BJP has shown faith in me; 
it is possible only in BJP that a tea 
seller can get a ticket to contest an 
Assembly election. In this party, a 
worker gets the post from bottom 
to top," added Sood.

"Now I am the party's can-
didate from Shimla. My elder 
brother is here to look after 
the tea shop and other busi-
nesses here, it is our family 
business now they shall take 
care of the tea shop and other 
jobs as long as I am serving 
people and busy campaign-
ing, he further added.

We have challenges and will 

face those; the priority will be 
the people's priority and as 
a local and represented city 
as Councillor. Our govern-
ment has done lots of devel-
opment here. I shall carry 
forward as an MLA in days 
to come," said BJP's Chaiwala 
candidate.

"To get a candidature as a 
Chaiwala, it is possible only 
in BJP. The party workers 
and young leaders are hope-
ful that common workers 
are given importance in the 
party. It is a feeling of inti-
macy with the party and 
the young workers are fully 
energized after a tea-seller 
has been allotted a ticket 
to fight the Assembly elec-
tion," said a young BJP leader  
Karan Nanda.

FESTIVE FERVOUR
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Two shooters among four held for 
shopkeeper's murder in Tarn Taran

As many as four people, in-
cluding two shooters, were 
arrested for murdering a 
Tarn Taran-based Shop-
keeper Gurjant Singh, in-
formed the police officials 
on Sunday.

"Punjab Police has arrested 
four persons, including two 
shooters, for murdering a 
Tarn Taran-based Shop-
keeper Gurjant Singh. He 
was shot dead at his shop by 
two assailants on October 
11, 2022," said Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) Punjab 
Gaurav Yadav. The arrested 
persons are close associates 
of Canada-based terrorist 

Lakhbir Singh alias Landa 
and Europe-based terrorist 
Satpal Singh alias Satta, who 
in turn are close associates 
of a Pakistan-based terrorist 
Harvinder Singh Rinda of 
Babbar Khalsa International 
(BKI), as per the police.

"The arrested shooters 
have been identified as 
Gurkirat Singh alias Ghugi 
of village Sheron in Tarn 
Taran and Ajmeet Singh of 
Naushera Pannuan in Tarn 
Taran," said DGP Gaurav 
Yadav, while identifying 
two others as Harmanjot 
and Akashdeep Singh-- 
both resident of Batala, who 
were arrested for providing 
weapons and other logistic 
support to the shooters. The 

police had also recovered 
four pistols including two 
9mm and two .30 bores from 
their possession, he added.

The development came 
four days after the arrest of 
two persons, identified as 
Ravisher Singh alias Ravi of 
village Sheron in Tarn Taran 
and Varinder Singh alias 
Bhindi of Naushera Pan-
nuan in Tarn Taran.

The Police had also re-
covered one .30 bore pistol 
and two cars which were 
used in the crime, from their  
possession.

"Following reliable inputs, 
in a joint operation Tarn 
Taran Police, Commission-
erate Police Amritsar and 
Anti-Gangster Task Force 

(AGTF) arrested all the four 
accused persons," said Com-
missioner of Police (CP) Am-
ritsar Arun Pal Singh.

Preliminary Investigations 
have revealed that the ar-
rested persons were hatch-
ing a conspiracy to commit 
another targeted killing in 
the area of Amritsar at the 
behest of Landa and Rinda.

SSP Tarn Taran Ranjit 
Singh Dhillon revealed that 
there was a family dispute 
between Gurjant and his 
estranged cousin Arshdeep 
Singh alias Batti, who is a 
close associate of Satnam 
Satta and Landa, and was 
arrested by the Delhi Spe-
cial Cell in Kurukshetra IED 
planting case.

POSSIBLE IN BJP ONLY

Himachal: No rush seen in 
markets ahead of Diwali
TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

The high inflation rates make 
this Diwali a moderate one 
for the shopkeepers in the 
Shimla district of Himachal 
Pradesh. Markets in Shimla 
are facing problems in selling 
crackers as fewer people visit 
the market, and shopkeepers 
blame inflation.

"This time no rush is being 
seen in the market. Inflation 
has gone up so much that 
people have started to be 
hesitant to spend extra apart 
from daily expenses as they 
have to do their savings for 
themselves. Bursting green 
crackers are allowed here. 
Diwali is a huge festival for 
Hindus. Not many sales are 
taking place during the fes-

tival," said a shopkeeper at 
Sanjauli Anjali. Some shop-
keepers said that the market 
is set out of the city could be 
one of the reasons for the 
drop in sales.

"Market anyway is going 
loose. 30-40 per cent market 
of crackers is going up. There 
is zero response that we are 
receiving. The market is out of 
the city could be one of the rea-
sons. Inflation is also playing 
a role in it," said a shopkeeper 
at Lakkad Bazar, Nitin Sood.

While the other shopkeep-
ers said that like every year, 
this time there is no rush. 
Earlier, customers used to 
come. The shops were never 
vacant. No stall has custom-
ers. Inflation is very high. 
People think we are selling 

it at high prices, but we are 
getting crackers costly," said 
Raj Kumar a shopkeeper at 
Lakkad Bazar. Other shop-
keepers have been smart to 
buy fewer crackers due to 
their cost and inflation.

"This time, we are facing a 
lot of inflation because this 
time, we also can't see the 
gathering of people like we 
used to see earlier. Due to in-
flation, very few people are 
coming. I have also bought 
fewer crackers as there is 
nothing less than Rs 400. If 
it continues, then I think we 
can't even buy the crackers 
which we are buying this 
year. Diwali is not as good 
this time as it used to be," said 
Harijan Sharma, another 
shopkeeper. 

RAVINDER MALIK
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IN HARYANA

DATA OF 70 LAKH FAMILIES UPLOADED 
ON PARIVAR PEHCHAN PATRA

A grant of Rs 2 crore has 
been released to compen-
sate the owners in cases of 
death of cattle due to Lumpy 
skin disease by Karnataka 
Animal Husbandry Minister 
Prabhu B. Chavan.

In this regard, he said that 
the compensation is being 
provided to prevent the fi-
nancial condition of farmers 
and cattle owners from being 
directly affected by the skin 
knot (lumpy skin) disease 
which directly impairs the 
productivity of cattle. He 
explained that a maximum 
compensation of Rs 20,000 
for each dairy heifer and 
Rs 30,000 for bulls and Rs 
5,000 for each calf will be 
given as compensation to 
farmers and cattle owners 
due to the death of cattle due 
to Lumpy skin disease.

"Cattle skin knot disease 
is being brought under con-
trol in the state. As many 
as 2,65,646 cows have been 
vaccinated across the state 
and available 3,42,156 doses 
of vaccine are being admin-
istered to cattle. 35,000 vac-
cines will be made available 
this week, and medicine and 
treatment required to control 
skin nodule disease are being 
given", Chavan added.

Chavan appealed to the 
farmers not to get worried 
and to cooperate with the 
government.

Chavan said that so far 
23,784 heifers have been 

suffering from skin nodule 
disease in the state, out of 
which 11,494 heifers have 
recovered. The rest of the 
heifers are being given ap-
propriate treatment by the 
government and 680 cattle 
have died as action is being 
taken to distribute compen-
sation to the owners of the 
dead cattle.

Ringworm is an infectious 
viral disease of cattle. In 
diseased animals, the ini-
tial stage is fever, then skin 
nodules appear and gradu-
ally skin nodules, scabs and 
scabs appear in cattle.

Diseased cattle suffer from 
fever with a pale nose, dis-
charge from the eyes, drool-
ing, and lack of feed. It is 
common for heifers to die 
from pneumonia. Heifers' 
barns should be kept clean. 
Prabhu Chavan appealed to 
the farmers to contact the 
nearest veterinary officers as 
soon as the disease appears, 
get vaccinated and protect 
the cattle.

The veterinary officers 
and animal husbandry of-
ficials have been instructed 
to respond immediately to 
the calls of the farmers who 
come with the health prob-
lems of the cattle affected by 
skin nodule (lumpy) disease, 
give appropriate treatment 
and work hard to prevent the 
spread of the disease.

When people face health 
problems, they express 
their pain. He instructed 
the veterinary officers to 
immediately treat the cattle 

without neglecting how the 
silent animals express their 
pain and save the cattle, as 
it's important to take care of 
them at the right time, said 
Chavan.

By providing education 
and skill training to the 
youth, the Departments will 
not only make the youth 
employable, but they will 
also become coordinators in 
providing employment to the 
youth in the private sector by 
establishing liaison with in-
dustrial units.

For all these activities, data 
will be sent every month to 
these departments by the 
Parivar Pehchan Patra Au-
thority. The Departments 
will implement these activi-
ties at their level. The Higher 
Education and Employment 
Department will take over 
the command of providing 
employment opportunities 
to the youth

The youth have been facing 
a employment crisis even af-
ter getting education.

To help the youth in this 
situation, the state govern-
ment has now entrusted the 
responsibility to the depart-
ments. 

The employment respon-
sibility of youth of age group 
of 18 to 24 years has been en-
trusted to the Higher Educa-
tion Department and above 
25 years to the Employ-
ment Department. These 
departments will lay em-
phasis on the employment 
of youth as well as their s 
kill development.
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ADMIN REFUTING REPORTS

'Power connection of Bhagat Singh's 
ancestral house never disconnected'

District Administration Sha-
heed Bhagat Singh Nagar on 
Saturday refuted media re-
ports regarding the power 
connection of the ancestral 
house of Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh situated at Khatkar 
Kalan disconnected and 
clarified that there is no bill 
pending.

"In fact, Powercom has an 
advance bill payment worth 
Rs 6760 with them," said 
Deputy Commissioner of 

Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar 
Navjot Pal Singh Randhawa. 
He also made an appeal to a 
section of the media not to 
use the name of the ances-
tral house as the emotions of 
lakhs of people are attached 
with this historic place.

Earlier, Power Minister 
Harbhajan Singh had also 
clarified to the media that 
the power connection of the 
ancestral house or Museum 
of Shaheed Bhagat Singh at 
Khatkar Kalan was never dis-
connected. Meanwhile, the 
ancestral house of Shaheed 

Bhagat Singh has a separate 
power connection.

Bhagat Singh was born in 
Banga village of Faisalabad 
district, now in Pakistan's 
Punjab province, in 1907.

The revolutionary freedom 
fighter was a charismatic In-
dian socialist revolutionary 
whose two acts of dramatic 
violence against the Brit-
ish in India and execution 
at the age of 23 made him a 
folk hero of the Indian Inde-
pendence movement. Singh, 
who was hanged in the La-
hore jail along with Shivaram 

Hari Rajguru and Sukhdev 
Thapar on March 23, 1931, 
left a strong impact during his 
lifetime. March 23 is observed 
as Shaheed Diwas to pay trib-
ute to Indian revolutionaries 
Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and 
Sukhdev.

The trio was found guilty of 
the murder of deputy police 
superintendent JP Saunders 
in 1928, to avenge the death of 
Lala Lajpat Rai. Bhagat Singh 
was 23, Rajguru was 22 and 
Sukhdev was 23 when they 
were hanged to death at La-
hore Central Jail.



Liz Truss won the pre-
vious, UK Tory lead-
ership race. Everyone 

may have remembered that 
– and more importantly, 
how she resigned. What 
might have been forgotten 
is that she won by a sizeable 
margin over Rishi Sunak, 
the former chancellor. Can 
Sunak though this time 
around win with the new 
odds that see him becom-
ing Tory leader and hence 
UK PM. And odds that put 
Boris Johnson as second fa-
vorite and Penny Mordaunt 
a distant third.

However, given the fallout 
of Truss’s short-lived, 44-
day and disastrous premier-
ship, an important question 
needs to be asked. How can 
Sunak prevent such his-
tory repeating itself of com-
ing second to a candidate 
of lower to even, “inferior” 
quality?

The first part of a thorough 
post-mortem of what went 
wrong in Sunak’s previous 
leadership campaign is, of 
course, to examine the pro-
files thoroughly of average 
conservative party mem-

bers who voted by about 60 
percent against him. One 
way to see it instead of look-
ing at about 40 percent who 
favored him. A contest in 
which he widely predicted 
correctly that Truss’s eco-
nomic policies were for the 
birds. But he still lost. Why? 

In my estimation, it was 
because a sizeable number 
of voting party members 
were attracted to her anti-
Treasury establishment 
attitudes and Margaret 
Thatcher “populist” look-
alike style. But Liz Truss 
was no Margaret Thatcher 
and was not operating in the 
same financial and global 
times. Hence, it was clear 
that there have been too 
many Tory party members 
living in a 1980s-time cap-
sule. Have enough waken up 
to understand that Sunak is 
the real economic deal in to-
day’s world? Maybe, but that 
is not everything. 

Indeed, many party mem-
bers from little England 
so-to-speak that liked Brus-
sels bashing and Brexit, 
combined with those older 
members nostalgia about 
the Thatcher days are still 
there in large numbers. If 
I understand correctly, the 
average Conservative Party 
member likely to vote in the 
leadership contest is in their 
mid-fifties with many signif-
icantly older. And let us put 
this politely, most are not ex-
actly from minorities or fully 
sensitive to minority issues.

That does not mean the 
Conservative party has not 

much changed for the bet-
ter on diversity. However, 
as unpleasant it is to say the 
Tory membership as it is 
presently constituted at the 
grassroots is not quite there 
overall. Meaning, that while 
electing a woman is clearly 
not a problem, even for 
some of the most ideologi-
cally crustaceous, electing a 
prime minister say of Afri-
can or Indian origin is likely 
pathetically still a bridge too 
far for a significant margin 
of (older) Tories at the broad 
membership level. Sorry 
to let out the “secret” of the 
mad Tory elephant-or is that 
bull- in the china shop?

And populism is now so 
central to many Tory mem-
bers’ vision that a candidate 
who is too rich looking of 
mega million (billions?) con-
nected privilege and sound-
ing and looking very smooth 
and worldly as Sunak may 
appear to certain populists, 
may provide an important 
obstacle to his campaign 
victory.

For me, ideally, I would 
probably like a son or 
daughter of a welder or 
other with a humble fam-
ily background to be in the 
running. Or to have some-
one who was an orphan, 
like Michael Gove to be UK 
prime minister. Why? Given 
all the studies that indicate 
the oligarchs or top one per-
cent are in too much control 
in the West, it can be argued 
as an offset, especially still 
in class dominated England, 
that a leader of relatively 
humble means might be 
more saleable. And more 
importantly more sensi-
tive to the ever-broadening 
suffering electorate. This is 
especially so given the high 
energy bills and inflation 
that are crippling so many 
average voters.

However, given Truss’s ab-
ject failure to project compe-
tency and her predecessor’s 

moral shortcomings, here is 
what is important: First, the 
next prime minister is com-
petent through and through 
and has a real proven track 
record at the very senior 
cabinet level of satisfactorily 
managing tough economic 
dossiers. Obviously, not 
being a serial liar and hav-
ing reasonable trust from 
the populace is important. 
Sunak largely meets these 
requirements. And given 
Britain’s rather fragile fiscal 
and monetary position, hav-
ing a person at the top of the 
power pyramid who has the 
confidence of financial mar-
kets is not a bad idea. 

So, what is the conclusion? 
Rishi Sunak matches the job 
needs and description for 
this critical position of UK 
PM in these troubled times. 
None of his potential com-
petitors come even close to 
meeting the pressing re-
quirements of being morally 
trusted enough and/or with 
sound, well tested and com-
petent economic leadership 
at senior levels.                                               

The only main question re-
maining that is legitimate in 

the competency litmus test is 
did Sunak burn his bridges 
too much with the populist 
adherents to Boris Johnson 
and Liz Truss? And thus, 
it may be an indicator that 
he may not be collegial and 
unifying enough to work his 
caucus and cabinet?

Despite the challenges 
ahead, the Tories are lucky to 
have Sunak even to consider 
leading this “roughhouse of 
political carnivores”.  But 
given my description of too 
many “anybody but Sunak” 
type Tory members, there 
remains sufficient doubt that 
he could win against Penny 
Mordaunt in a final saw-off.  
Mordaunt may not be suf-
ficiently tested well enough 
economically but likely 
meets enough the minimum 
threshold for the populist 
and even the pro-Johnson 
wings. She also has a mili-
tary reservist background, 
a positive during these geo-
political hard times. As well, 
she has a more unifying 
temperament and know-
ing the membership better. 
Finally, her candidacy is in 
sympatico with the strong, 

pro-female thrust in cur-
rent politics as supported by 
much of main media. 

So, at this moment, despite 
the odd makers disagreeing, 
Penny Mordaunt may very 
well become the next UK 
PM. However, I predict she 
would be mediocre as PM 
but better than Truss-how 
could she not be?  As far as 
Boris Johnson is concerned, 
he would not have a chance 
as he has been too discredit-
ed previously over Partygate 
and well beyond. Therefore, 
it would be madness for him 
to return as PM.

Bottom line, the politically 
interested communities in 
Sunak’s candidacy need to 
mass mobilize and quickly. 
After all, the “ink will be 
dried” on Tory members’ 
ballots and a new UK PM 
decided in days. There is no 
reason to fully assume his 
victory is in the bag as the 
above underscores.
Peter Dash is an educator who 
has been widely published. 
He was a former Associate at 
Harvard, researching political 
participation and generational 
change. 

Will Sunak become UK PM? 
Many forces may prevent it 
Many think Sunak largely meets requirements for the next Prime Minister of UK. Given Britain’s 
rather fragile fiscal and monetary position, having a person at the top of the power pyramid who 
has the confidence of financial markets is not a bad idea. However, there are many ifs and buts. 

Rishi Sunak

thinking healthy

Uk PM race

One of the primary reasons why Rishi Sunak could 
not become the Prime Minister of the United King-
dom was that he happened to be a British citizen of 
Asian origin. It would have been unthinkable for 
the Tories in particular, who enjoy the support of a 
traditional electorate, to allow an Asian and that too 
a practicing Hindu to be the head of their govern-
ment there. However, destiny always provides for 
many twists and turns and the game for the top job 
has once again commenced with Liz Truss making 
a quick and unceremonious exit because of her in-
ability to handle the various challenges facing her 
government. Rishi Sunak’s supporters claim that 
he has the backing of over 100 MPs which is re-
quired, but the former Chancellor has not officially 
declared his candidacy, like former Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson. The only official candidate in the 
fray so far is the Leader of the House of Commons, 
Penny Mordaunt. The uncertainty over who shall 
be the next PM may end as early as on Monday. 
However, there are multiple jokes doing the rounds 
of the social media which not only debunk the cur-
rent leadership but also make fun of how applica-
tions have once again been invited for 10, Down-
ing Street, the best short stay home in London. The 
best on the WhatsApp circuit is that ``Just heard 
on the grapevine. Truss will now fly first class for 
the rest of her life. No one wants her anywhere near 
business and economy’’. Even the Ajit jokes have 
returned with Ajit asking Raabert that he should 
tie a wrist watch on Liz’s right forearm since she 
already has one on her left wrist. Once this hap-
pens, Liz would be ``Do Ghadi ki Mehmaan’’. 
Humour apart, the crisis in Britain is serious and 
needs to be handled deftly by the leadership of the 
ruling dispensation. The Opposition has already 
called for fresh elections on the plea that the Tories 
have failed to provide stability to the democracy, 
and the country was plunging from one problem 
into the other. While the West Minister model is 
admirable with many countries following it while 
pursuing parliamentary democracy, it is appearing 
to be flawed because of recent happenings. Many 
people had a lot of hops from Boris Johnson who 
they feel let them down. The parting with the Eu-
ropean Union has its own ramifications and un-
less and until there is strong leadership that gets 
thrown up, the country would suffer. Truss was the 
last PM who took over her office during the long 
and distinguished reign of Queen Elizabeth. The 
next UK PM would be the first to occupy the au-
gust office during the reign of King Charles. Boris 
Johnson’s opponents feel that the country cannot 
be allowed to go backwards. ̀ `We cannot have an-
other episode of the soap opera of partygate. We 
must get the country and the government moving 
forward’’. Rishi Sunak appears to be the best man 
for the job at this juncture but in a country where 
racial discrimination is a reality, he may not be able 
to achieve his life’s ambition. It is very vital for Brit-
ish democracy to allow the events of the past sev-
eral months to become a part of history so that the 
new leader can come out with a fresh vision for the 
empire which at one time ruled most of the world. 

Pankaj Vohra

perspective
Ridiculous politicking 

British PM race has 
BecoMe a Big joke on 
social Media

One of the studies published 
in 2019 equated the city-
dweller’s activity of inhaling 
air pollution to smoking a 
pack of cigarettes each day 
for 29 years. This is suppos-
edly the indication for the 
health of our lungs alone, 

without saying much about 
the impact on the rest of our 
body. Invariably, the global 
perception is, those staying 
in cities automatically have 
a better health. And this 
emerges from the fact that 
for a person who is unwell, 
anything and everything is 
available at a stone throw 
away distance, be it doctors, 
health facilities, medication 
and transport.  If this was 
really true, there would not 
be an increasing concern 
amongst both the policy 
makers and the program 
implementers about the 
health of our cities. To begin 
with, it is observable, just as 
is the case of wealth, there is 

also a great deal of inequity 
in the distribution of good 
health. Many urban neigh-
bourhoods not only experi-
ence health outcomes worse 
than those in rural areas, 
but also face a lot of other 
brunt which is embedded in 
this very inequity.  The link 
between health and social 
inequality is indeed a key 
focus of the ‘social determi-
nants’ approach to health, 
spear-headed by WHO’s 
Commission on the Social 
Determinants of Health. 
This perspective clearly ad-
vocates  that health is not 
only determined by individ-
ual factors, such as our age, 
sex and genetic character-
istics, but also by our social 
status and the conditions in 
which we live. 

If only we were ques-
tioned, whether our neigh-
bourhood made us happy 
or sad, less likely that we 
had understanding of the 
answer. We may or may not 
think of greenery, fresh air, 
and social relationships like 
we do in our villages, cause 

we have forgotten that all 
this exists. Is it so difficult 
to imagine a community 
in our cities where nature 
is abundant, water is not 
contaminated, air pollution 
does not threaten us, and we 
do not feel lonely, depressed 
or anxious? While 2020 
taught us that there is still 
a lot to be done, we are not 
yet tuned to build an urban 
environment that nurtures 
health, or contributes pro-
foundly to our well-being.  

By and large, early ci-
vilisations were founded 
in places where water and 
food were available. No 
sooner, the element of den-
sification came in, changing 
living conditions, making 
cities vulnerable to health 
problems. We are now re-
siding in the world where 
for the first time in history, 
there are more people liv-
ing in urban areas than in 
rural areas. And today, the 
best of our cities are not re-
ally the best places to live, 
rather these are the greatest 
breeding grounds for infec-

tious diseases such as flu, 
typhoid, and tuberculosis. 
At the same time, a lot is be-
ing talked about the urban 
lifestyle and its negative im-
pact on health. A few years 
ago, the conversations that 
the last years of our lives, 
assumably the decades be-
yond sixties and seventies 
in cities, are spent in fight-
ing cardiovascular diseases, 
diabetes, cancer, respiratory 
diseases, and mental health 
conditions, have changed 
for worse. These last years 
are no more restricted to old 
age, but to all ages. Similarly, 
the bustling sounds of a big 
city, often considered as a 
‘sign of life’ is no good thing. 
It not only leads to noise-in-
duced hearing loss, but can 
also be a source of annoy-
ance and stress, affecting 
sleep patterns, and weaken-
ing cognitive performance. 

Many of the fastest grow-
ing cities in India are strug-
gling to deal with varied 
health problems and are 
confronted with newer 
challenges every passing 

day, ailments partly attrib-
utable to the way in which 
we have arranged our cit-
ies, the means of transport 
that service them and the 
lifestyles we have adopted. 
The last two decades have 
even compelled us to define 
‘urban stress’ as: a state of 
bodily or mental tension de-
veloped through city living, 
or the physical, chemical, 
or emotional factors that 
give rise to that tension. It is 
well-acknowledged that ex-
periencing stress over time, 
has a negative effect on the 
body, as the immune system 
gets suppressed, and then 
the body is focused on sur-
viving instead of thriving. 
What this urban stress actu-
ally is? It is nothing but the 
built environment which we 
have created for ourselves. 
Are we still waiting for more 
evidence which will show 
that nature and green open 
spaces alleviate our stress 
by calming us down? Have 
we still not understood that 
housing is not just about 
protection from heat, cold, 

noise, rain or dust, but has a 
lot to do with water, sanita-
tion, safe environment and 
prevention of overcrowd-
ing. Inequalities in income, 
employment and housing 
definitely contributes to 
health inequity, evidence re-
flects those who live in more 
affluent areas can enjoy up 
to 19 more years of healthy 
living compared to those in 
more deprived areas.

Efforts are being made in 
our country too, by bringing 
urban actors, the develop-
ers, residents, communities 
or politicians themselves 
into the equation, so that 
there is adherence to the 
recent conceptualisation of 
city which prioritizes ‘live-
ability’. Designing urban 
environments where people 
can easily be physically ac-
tive as part of their daily 
lives, and have access to af-
fordable healthy foods, can 
be a significant part of the 
solution to decreasing the 
burden of chronic diseases. 
Similarly, enhancing ‘walk-
ability’ by making roads 

that are easier and more 
convenient for pedestrians 
to walk; along with street 
lighting and connectivity 
can bring about a positive 
impact. 

While we know that ur-
ban neighbourhoods are 
capable of offering secure 
housing, good local employ-
ment opportunities and 
a sense of tight knit com-
munity and security – all 
of which are good for our 
health, in reality we are wit-
nessing that urban spaces 
have become synonymous 
with risks of insecure hous-
ing, noise, traffic accidents, 
fear of crime, and social 
isolation. The potential 
however needs to be un-
derstood. More healthy the 
city-dwellers become, better 
are their chances of being 
creative and forthcoming, 
and brighter is the possibil-
ity of their contribution to 
make the city a vibrant place 
to live in!

Dr Benazir Patil is the Chief 
Executive Officer of SCHOOL.

In search of healthy cities in India 

opinion
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The Supreme Court in the 
case Baiju KG v. Dr VP Joy 
Conmt. Pet asked the Regis-
try to address a reminder to 
the Secretary of the District 
Legal Services Authority, 
Kasaragod for submitting 
their report in a contempt 
plea preferred by victims 
of Endosulfan alleging fail-
ure on the part of State of 
Kerala to disburse 5 lakhs 
compensation, the report 
was to be placed before the 
Court pursuant to the order 
dated 18.08.2022. The same 
was asked to the concerned 
Secretary for filling before 
the next date of listing.

It had been directed by the 
Apex Court on 18.08.2022, 
the Secretary, District Legal 
Services Authority, Kasara-
god, Kerala to visit the medi-
cal and healthcare facilities 
at various levels which 
includes the general hospi-
tals, district hospitals, com-
munity healthcare centres, 
primary healthcare centres, 
assigned for treatment of 
Endosulfan victims in the 
district and a status report 
needs to be submitted with-
ing 6 weeks. Thus, the pur-
pose of the exercise was for 
enabling the court to have an 
objective assessment of med-
ical and healthcare facilities 
provided to the victims of 
Endosulfan.

However, the court passed 
such an order on the last 
date of hearing after con-
sidering the submission of 
Senior Advocate P.N. Ra-
vindran, representing the 
petitioners, that there is a 
serious lack of infrastruc-
ture and facilities for the 
treatment of the Endosulfan 
victims. It was requested by 

him to the Apex Court to ap-
point a Commission, who 
could visit the concerned 
facilities in the Endosulfan 
affected area of Kasaragod 
and provide a status report 
to the Court.

Mr. Jaideep Gupta, Senior 
Advocate, appearing on be-
half of the State of Kerala ap-
prised a Bench comprising 
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud 
and Justice Hima Kolhi that 
as per the Office Report, the 
report has not been filled 
yet of the Secretary of the 
District Legal Services Au-
thority, Kasaragod.

Background of the Case
Latterly, the Apex Court 

had expressed its displea-
sure that the State had only 
disbursed compensation to 
the 8 victims (who are the 
petitioners before the Court) 
out of 3704 victims and that 
too at a belated stage. The 
court had directed the State 
to pay them (the petition-
ers) costs of Rs 50,000 each 
within a period of 3 weeks 
from the date of order. More-
over, the Apex Court was 
livid that even when the or-
der to pay compensation was 
passed on 10.01.2017 and 5 
years have gone by, the pay-

ments is only made by the 
State to the 8 petitioners 
and not the other applicants. 
Even the amount which is 
disbursed to the petitioners 
was after the contempt peti-
tion was filed.

The bench observed orally 
that the State Government 
of Kerala can’t do this and 
these 8 victims have moved 
the court and they have 
given them compensation 
but not the others. The said 
victims are Endosulfan and 
some of them have cancer, 
some are mentally disabled. 
It stated, Why these poor 
people have come to Delhi 
for justice? You should do it 
yourself. Our judgment is of 
Jan 10, 2017, already 5 years 
have gone by. Our judgment 
is of Jan 10, 2017, already 5 
years have gone by.

The State Government 
apart from the compensa-
tion had also directed to 
consider the feasibility of 
providing assistance for 
dealing with lifelong health 
issues having regard to the 
large number of persons in-
volved.

Accordingly, the bench 
listed the matter on 25 No-
vember 2022.

IN COURT

SUpReme COURT: ASkS RegISTRy 
TO SeNd RemINdeR TO dLSA FOR 
SUbmITTINg RepORT ON medICAL 
FACILITIeS FOR VICTImS | eNdOSULFAN
TDG NeTwork

IN COURT

The Supreme Court in the 
case X vs Arun Kumar CK 
stated that it is really dis-
turbed with some observa-
tions made by Kerala High 
Court in an order of granting 
bail to a man who is being 
accused of sexually assault-
ing his minor niece.

The observations made 
by the Kerala High Court 
was referred by the Apex 
Court bench, it observed 
that though on the one side, 
there is a possibility of such 
hugs and kisses being mani-
festations of affection by an 
uncle and one cannot ignore 
the possibility of such show 
of ‘affections’ being coloured 
by sexual overtones. These 
all matters are for investiga-
tion.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tice JB Pardiwala observed 
and is of a considered view 
that these observations 
made in Para 9 of the im-
pugned order are totally un-
warranted and have been 
made overlooking the spe-
cific allegations contained 
in the FIR and is being duly 
supported with the State-
ment of the victim – girl 
child under Section 164 of 
the Code.

In the present case, it is 
alleged by accused to have 
sexually assaulted his 12 
years old niece, it stated that 
he had he asked the victim 
to sit on his lap and thereaf-
ter he hugged her and has 
kissed her on the cheeks 
and has tried to kiss her on 
her lips ; that he attempted 
to disrobe the victim and 
made lewd comments. In 
the matter, after the FIR 
was lodged, the accused ap-
proached the Special Court 
seeking anticipatory bail 
which was dismissed. Thus, 
he approached the High 
Court seeking anticipatory 
bail. He was granted a con-
ditional anticipatory bail 
and aggrieved with the same, 

the mother of the accused 
approached the Apex Court.

While allowing appeal, 
the observations made by 
the High Court was disap-
proved by the bench. The 
bench also disapproved 
that even if custodial inter-
rogation is not required or 
necessitated, by itself, can-
not be a ground to grant an-
ticipatory bail.

The bench observed that 
in case where serious alle-
gations are made, the High 
Court ought not to have 
exercised its jurisdiction in 
granting protection against 
arrest, as the Investigating 
Officer deserves free hand 
for taking the investigation 
to its logical conclusion. The 

same goes without saying 
that appearance before the 
Investigating Officer who, 
has been prevented from 
subjecting Respondent No.1 
to custodial interrogation 
and can hardly be fruitful 
for finding out the prima 
facie substance in the al-
legations, which being of 
extreme serious in nature....
The fact being that the vic-
tim – girl is traumatized to 
such a high degree that her 
academic pursuits have been 
adversely impacted alone, 
being coupled with the 
legislative intent especially 
reflected through Section 
29 of the POCSO Act and 
are sufficient to dissuade a 
Court from exercising its 

discretionary jurisdiction 
for granting pre arrest bail.

while dismissing the first 
anticipatory bail petition, 
the bench noted that it had 
relied by the Special Judge 
upon the decision of the 
Kerala High Court in the 
case of Joy v. State Of Kerala, 
wherein the court observed 
that the courts shall take into 
consideration the presump-
tion under Section 29 of the 
POCSO Act, 2012 while 
dealing with an application 
for bail filed by a person who 
is accused of the offence un-
der the POSCO Act.

Adding to it, the bench ob-
served that the High Court 
could not have ignored a 
binding decision and it be-
ing a different thing to say 
that if he may disagree with 
the view taken and is refer-
ring to a larger bench

Accordingly, the court stat-
ed that this court is not going 
into the issue of Section 29 of 
the POCSO Act in the pres-
ent case and the court is con-
vinced that the High Court 
committed a serious error 
while exercising its discre-
tion in favour of the respon-
dent No. 1 herein (original 
accused) while granting an-
ticipatory bail, even without 
the aid of Section 29 of the 
POCSO Act.

Supreme Court: Sets aside anticipatory 
bail granted by Kerala HC to POSCO 
accused: Not a ‘show of affection by an 
uncle’
TDG NeTwork

The Karnataka High 
Court in the case 
Mathew Thomas v. 

Union of India & ANR ob-
served and has permitted 
a petitioner to withdraw 
a public interest litigation, 
wherein seeking quashing of 
three contracts entered into 
by Unique Identification Au-
thority of India (UIDAI) with 
foreign companies.

The bench comprising of 
Chief Justice Prasanna B 
Varale and Justice Ashok 
S Kinagi observed while 
disposing of the plea filled 
by one named Mathews 
Thomas, stated that the 
learned counsel appearing 

along with the counsel on 
record prays for withdraw-
al of the petition with liberty 
for availing appropriate legal 
remedies which includes ap-
proaching the Hon’ble Apex 
Court.

The petition filled argued 
that the UIDAI by entering 
the Contract with foreign pri-
vate companies has not only 
has allowed them “access to 
all data” “but the same is also 
authorised to use, transfer-
ring, storing, process, and 
link to any individual. Thus, 
the fundamental rights of 
Indian Citizens are not only 
violated by the contractors 
but they also pose a serious 
threat to national security

It was stated by the peti-
tioner, Thomas in the peti-

tion that he was a petitioner 
before the Supreme Court 
in case of Justice Puttaswa-
my but the facts regarding 
the private contracts were 

“ it was not notice by the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court or 

either it has not been 
brought up to the attention 
of the apex court.

It was stated as per the 
plea filled that on August 24 
in 2010, the UIDAI entered 
contracts with three compa-
nies, in which two are for-
eign firms and the thirdly 
contractor is a collaboration 
between an Indian and a for-
eign company. Hence, these 
Contractors are called Bio-
metric Solution Providers.

Further, it was submitted 
by the Thomas in the plea 

that citizens of India have 
been “made to think” that 
the government is collect-
ing the databases in its own 
capacity. In real, the private 
agency is operating in the 
guise of government bodies 
and are siphoning away the 
valuable information which 
could very well leading to a 
major security threat to our 
nation.

The petition stated M/s. L1 
Identity Solutions Operating 
Company Pvt. Ltd. and M/s 
Accenture are originally US 
companies. These compa-
nies are still being the con-
tractors to US Defence and 
Homeland Security depart-
ments and to US intelligence 
agencies. M/s. L1 Identity 
Solutions Operating Com-

pany Pvt. Ltd which was 
originally being registered 
in Delaware, US, has been 
sold to a French Defence 
company and latterly sold 
to a group of private equity 
investors. Presently, it is 
named as IDEMIA.

The petitioner stated that 
the third collaboration be-
ing a collaboration between 
an Indian company, M/s. 
Satyam Computer Services 
Ltd., and MorphoSafran, 
which is a French Defence 
contractor

The petition prayed for 
striking down of UIDAI’s 
three contracts with the for-
eign private companies and 
seeking measures for ensur-
ing that the data is not used 
for tracking of citizens.

IN COURT

Karnataka High Court: Withdrawn plea 
against UIDAI’s contract with foreign 
private companies
TDG NeTwork

It has been extended by Cen-
tral Board of Indirect Taxes 
and Customs (CBIC) the 
due date for filing GSTR 3B 
to 21st day of October, 2022.

The notification read that 
the Commissioner, on the 
recommendations of the 
Council, hereby extended 
the due date for furnishing 
the return in FORM GSTR-
3B, for the registered per-
sons required to furnish a 
return under sub-section (1) 
of section 39 reading with 
clause (i) of sub-rule (1) of 
rule 61 of the Central Goods 
and Services Tax Rules, 2017, 

for the month of September, 
2022, till the 21st October, 
2022.

Regardless of that of their 
tax return filled, the taxpay-
ers are required to file the 
GSTR 3B monthly return 

form. It has been required 
by GSTN to all taxpayers to 
file GSTR 3B returns, even 
those with nil returns. Thus, 
the form must include the 
details of the sales and pur-
chases made by the taxpayer.

TAXATION 

CBIC extended due date 
for filling GSTR 3B to 21 
October, 2022 
TDG NeTwork
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The inviolable nature of 
the human personali-
ty is manifested in the 

ability to make decisions on 
matters intimate to human 
life. The autonomy of the 
individual is associated over 
matters which can be kept 
private. These are concerns 
over which there is a legiti-
mate expectation of privacy. 
The body and the mind are 
inseparable elements of the 
human personality. The in-
tegrity of the body and the 
sanctity of the mind can exist 
on the foundation that each 
individual possesses an in-
alienable ability and right to 
preserve a private space in 
which the human personal-
ity can develop….” - K S Put-
taswamy v. Union of India, 
(2017) 10 SCC 1.

Recently, an appeal was 
filed in the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court of India, titled, X v. 
Principal Secretary, Health 
and Family Welfare Depart-
ment, Govt. of NCT of Delhi 
and Another, (Civil Appeal 
No. 5802 of 2022) against an 

Order of the High Court of 
Delhi. The appellant, an un-
married woman, aged about 
twenty-five years, who had 
become pregnant because 
of a consensual relationship, 
invoked the writ jurisdiction 
of the High Court seeking 
its permission to terminate 
her pregnancy before the 
completion of twenty-four 
weeks as her partner had 
refused to marry her at the 
last stage. 

At the time of the insti-
tution of the Writ Petition 
before the High Court, the 
appellant was carrying a 
single intrauterine preg-
nancy corresponding to a 
gestational age of twenty-
two weeks. Hence, the ap-
pellant sought permission 
to terminate her pregnancy 
in terms of Section 3(2)(b) 
of the Medical Termina-
tion of Pregnancy (MTP) 
Act, 1971 and Rule 3B(c) of 
the Medical Termination 
of Pregnancy (MTP) Rules, 
2003. The High Court held 
that the Petitioner, who is 
an unmarried woman and 
whose pregnancy arises out 
of a consensual relation-
ship, is not covered by any of 
the Clauses under the MTP 
Rules, 2003 and therefore, 
Section 3(2)(b) of the MTP 
Act is not applicable to the 
facts of the case. This or-
der of the High Court gave 
rise to the appeal and the 
Supreme Court modified 
the order of the High Court 
permitting the appellant to 

terminate her pregnancy. As 
the case involved a substan-
tial question of law, the Su-
preme Court took it up for 
further consideration and 
transferred the Writ Petition 
before the Delhi High Court 
to itself.

As a result, it will be ap-
posite to briefly discuss the 
important judgment pro-
nounced by the Supreme 
Court in X v. Principal Sec-
retary, Health and Family 
Welfare Department, Govt. 
of NCT of Delhi and An-
other (Decided on Septem-
ber 29, 2022). After hearing 
both the parties at length, 
the Supreme Court held 
that by eliminating the word 
“married woman or her 
husband” from the scheme 

of the MTP Act, the legis-
lature intended to clarify 
the scope of Section 3 of the 
MTP Act and bring preg-
nancies which occur outside 
the institution of marriage 
within the protective um-
brella of the law. The Court 
held that by framing Rule 
3B of the MTP Rules, the 
legislature intended to solve 
the mischief, so to speak, of 
women being unable to ac-
cess abortions when their 
lives underwent significant 
changes impacting their 
physical and mental health, 
and their decision to have a 
child was impacted after the 
length of the pregnancy ex-
ceeded twenty weeks. 

The Court also discussed 
the Minutes of the Meet-

ing of the Expert Commit-
tee which was held on 22nd 
June, 2021 for deliberating 
upon and drafting the MTP 
Rules in which the Com-
mittee dealt with, inter alia, 
category of women under 
Rule 3B of the MTP Rules 
such as survivors of sexual 
violence/rape; mentally 
challenged women, minors, 
women with disabilities; 
foetal anomalies; concep-
tion in lactational amenor-
rhea period; single women 
(such as unwed women (ma-
jor), divorced and widowed, 
separated women); women 
who are facing difficulties 
in contexts of humanitar-
ian setting/emergencies 
and/or natural disasters; 
women victims of domestic 

violence/gender-based vio-
lence etc. The members of 
the Expert Committee urged 
the inclusion of women in 
Rule 3B, who often delay 
revealing the pregnancy or 
making decisions as to its 
continuance, for various 
reasons.

The Court while constru-
ing Rule 3B of the MTP 
Rules held that all the dif-
ferent categories in Rule 3B 
represent women who seek 
an abortion after twenty 
weeks either due to a delay 
in recognizing pregnancy, 
or some other change in 
their environment impact-
ing their decision on wheth-
er the pregnancy is wanted 
or unwanted and the law 
recognizes the myriad ways 
in which a pregnancy may 
cause distress in such situa-
tions and cause grave injury 
to her physical and mental 
health. It gives such women 
latitude in seeking out the 
termination of an unwel-
come pregnancy by extend-
ing the gestational period up 
to which the termination is 
legally permissible. 

The Court discussed the 
ambit of reproductive rights 
and held that such a right is 
not restricted to the right of 
women to have or not have 
children, but it also includes 
the constellation of free-
doms and entitlements that 
enable a woman to decide 
freely on all matters relating 
to her sexual and reproduc-
tive health. Reproductive 

rights include the right to 
access education and infor-
mation about contracep-
tion and sexual health, the 
right to decide whether and 
what type of contraceptives 
to use, the right to choose 
whether and when to have 
children, the right to choose 
the number of children, the 
right to access safe and le-
gal abortions, and the right 
to reproductive healthcare. 
Women must also have the 
autonomy to make decisions 
concerning these rights, free 
from coercion or violence.

The Court dwelled upon 
the right to dignity and held 
that if women with unwant-
ed pregnancies are forced 
to carry their pregnancies 
to term, the state would be 
stripping them of the right 
to determine the immedi-
ate and long-term path their 
lives would take. Depriving 
women of autonomy not 
only over their bodies but 
also over their lives would 
be an affront to their dignity. 
The right to dignity would 
be under attack if women 
were forced to continue 
with unwanted pregnan-
cies. 

The Court directed the 
state to ensure that informa-
tion regarding reproduc-
tion and safe sexual prac-
tices is disseminated to all 
parts of the population and 
that the state must see to it 
that all segments of society 
are able to access contracep-
tives to avoid unintended 

pregnancies and plan their 
families. Medical facilities 
and Registered Medical 
Practitioners (RMPs) must 
be present in each district 
and must be affordable to 
all. The government must 
ensure that RMPs treat all 
patients equally and sensi-
tively. Treatment must not 
be denied on the basis of 
one’s caste or due to other 
social or economic factors. 
It is only when these recom-
mendations become a real-
ity that we can say that the 
right to bodily autonomy 
and the right to dignity are 
capable of being realized.

Therefore, the Judgment 
pronounced by Justices 
D.Y. Chandrachud, A.S. Bo-
panna and J.B. Pardiwala 
in X v. Principal Secretary, 
Health and Family Wel-
fare Department, Govt. of 
NCT of Delhi and Another, 
is a significant judgment 
as it has lucidly explained 
the object and purpose of 
the MTP Act, the Consti-
tutional values animating 
the interpretation of the 
MTP Act as well as the MTP 
Rules, the right to reproduc-
tive autonomy, the right to 
dignity, and has rightly held 
that MTP Amendment Act 
2021 intended to extend the 
benefits of the statute to all 
women, including single 
and unmarried women.
(Muneeb Rashid Malik is an 
Advocate and Associate at Lu-
thra and Luthra Law Offices 
India).

Right to dignity and reproductive 
autonomy

in court

MUNEEB RASHID MALIK

“I extend my warm greet-
ings and good wishes to 
the people of our country 
and those living abroad 
on the auspicious occa-
sion of Deepawali, the 
festival of lights. Cel-
ebrated with traditional 
fervor and zeal, Deep-
awali marks the return 
of Shri Ram to Ayodhya, 
alongwith Maa Sita and 
Laxman, after fourteen 
years in exile, during 
which he attained the 
knowledge from the Sag-
es and united the com-
mon people living in the 
wilderness of forests to 
defeat the evil. Deepawali 
also signifies the advent 
of Ram Rajya, our ideal 
of benign, benevolent 

governance. It reaffirms 
our belief in the virtu-
ous life of Shri Ram. The 

‘Maryadas’, set by him as 
an ideal king, obedient 
son, invincible warrior 
and that of a righteous 
life, made him ‘Purush-
ottama’ Ram, the role 
model emulated by hu-
manity for generations. 
Deepawali is also the 
occasion for worship of 
Maa Lakshmi, the God-
dess of Prosperity and 
Lord Ganesha, the God of 
Wisdom and Good For-
tune. May this festival of 
lights bring wisdom, pi-
ety, prosperity and peace 
into our lives. May the 
radiance of Diyas bring 
hope, happiness, health 
and harmony in our 
country.”

TDG NETWORK 

Abraham Lincoln once said 
that “The Ballot is stronger 
than the Bullet”. No doubt 
the ballot is the strongest 
weapon in a democracy. 
But an ill-informed or mis-
informed voter would lead 
to catastrophic results. To 
make the voters more in-
formed about the Freebies 
promised by the political 
polities, the Election Com-
mission of India vide letter 
dated 04.10.2022 sought 
suggestions from the Politi-
cal Parties on the proposed 
amendment to the Model 
Code of Conduct. The Elec-
tion Commission of India 
intends to make it manda-
tory for political parties to 
inform voters at large about 
the financial ramification of 
the promises made in their 
respective manifestos. The 
Election Commission of 
India has suggested a pro-
forma for disclosure which 
will include details related 
to the extent of coverage of 
the promise, financial im-
plications, availability of fi-
nancial resources, means of 
raising financial resources 
and the impact of raising 
funds on the state exche-
quer. The suggestions of the 
Election Commission of In-
dia, if implemented, would 

definitely reduce the an-
nouncement of imaginary/ 
illusionary promises by the 
Political Parties. The lead-
ers of the Political Parties 
would have to be careful in 
making promises to the vot-
ers and would no longer be 
in a position to announce 
and induce the voters by 
their imaginary/ illusionary 
promises.  

In a democratic form of 
government, voters are of 
utmost importance. Politi-
cal Parties cannot be permit-
ted to fool around with them 
by making promises which 
cannot be implemented. For 
purity of the elections, vot-
ers must be informed about 
the possibility of implemen-
tation of the promises made 
by a political party and the 
means through which im-
plementation of the prom-
ises would take place. 

DISSEMINATION OF 
INFORMATION TO 
VOTERS

Earlier, the candidates as 

well as Political Parties were 
not required to disseminate 
information to the voters. 
However, things changed 
after the landmark judg-
ment of the Supreme Court 
in the case of Union of In-
dia v. Assn. for Democratic 
Reforms (2002) 5 SCC 294 
in which it was observed 
that Public education is es-
sential for the functioning 
of the process of popular 
government and to assist 
the discovery of truth and 
strengthening the capacity 
of an individual in partici-
pating in the decision-mak-
ing process. 

The decision-making 
process of a voter would in-
clude his right to know about 
public functionaries who 
are required to be elected by 
him. The Court further ob-
served that the democratic 
society must be sufficiently 
informed so that they may 
influence intelligently and 
take a decision which will af-
fect themselves and this will 
include casting of vote. The 
Court had directed the Elec-

tion Commission of India to 
ensure that a candidate fur-
nishes information relating 
to his criminal antecedents, 
assets, liabilities and educa-
tional qualification. 

In the case of People’s 
Union for Civil Liberties 
(PUCL) v. Union of India 
(2003) 4 SCC 399 the Su-
preme Court held that vot-
ers have a fundamental 
right to know about the 
candidates contesting the 
elections.

The proposed amend-
ment in the model code 
of conduct by the Elec-
tion Commission of India 
would ensure that voters 
make an informed decision 
and are not swayed by the 
false promises made by the 
Political Parties and their 
leaders. The possibility of 
fulfillment of the promises 
made might become a key 
factor in the mind of the 
voters at the time of exercise 
of their electorate. 

UNDUE INFLUENCE
As per the Indian Contract 

Act, the term “Undue In-
fluence” means a situation 
where one of the parties is 
in a position to dominate 
or influence the will of the 
other and the party uses that 
position to obtain an unfair 
advantage over the other. 

The definition as men-
tioned in the Indian Con-
tract Act could not have en-
sured free and fair elections 
and therefore the parlia-
ment has defined term “Un-
due Influence” under the 
head of Corrupt Practice in 
the Representation of the 
People Act, 1951 as any di-
rect or indirect interference 
with the free exercise of the 
electoral right by the candi-
date or his election agent or 
any third person with the 
consent of the candidate or 
his election agent. 

In a case where the can-
didate had suppressed his 
criminal antecedents, the 
Supreme Court in the case 
of Krishnamoorthy v. Si-
vakumar (2015) 3 SCC 467 
held that the same amount-
ed to corrupt practice by 
way of undue influence, as 
the exercise of the vote by 
the voter in absence of req-
uisite information cannot 
be said to be an informed 
choice. The Court further 
held that when something 
within special knowledge is 
not disclosed then the same 
tantamounts to fraud. 

Applying the principle of 
Krishnamoorthy’s case, the 
Supreme Court in the case 
of Lok Prahari v/s Union of 
India (2018) 4 SCC 699 held 
that non-disclosure of as-
sets and sources of income 
by the candidate would 
constitute to be a corrupt 

practice of undue influence. 
The proposed amend-

ment in the Model Code of 
Conduct suggested by the 
Election Commission of In-
dia would further help the 
voters in making informed 
choices. 

If the proposed amend-
ments are notified and 
implemented, then it will 
become mandatory for the 
Political Parties to disclose 
the relevant information 
in their election manifesto. 
Non-disclosure of the infor-
mation would amount to a 
corrupt practice by way of 
undue influence.

CONCLUSION 

The disclosure with respect 
to the scope and applicabil-
ity of Freebies, the sources 
through which the funds are 
for distribution of such free-
bies are to be arranged and 
the effect of such distribution 
on the state exchequer would 
not only help in achieving 
purity of elections but also 
allow the voters to create an 
informed decision. 

The decision of the voter is 
pivotal for democracy, there 
should never be tyranny in 
the mind of the voter which 
puts fetter and scuttles over 
the free exercise of an elec-
torate. 

If proper information is not 
disclosed,   the voter would 
be exercising his right based 
on a misinformed mind. 

I f  t h e  p r o p o s e d 
amendment is notified and 
implemented, then non-
disclosure of the information 
is likely to be construed as a 
corrupt practice of undue 
influence.

AnAlysis 

Disclosure of freebies by political 
parties viz-a-viz undue influence

FestivAl

vice President 
greets the nAtion on 
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TOP OF THE DAY

ONE KILLED IN 
ATTACK ON POLICE 
STATION 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: As 
crime charts continue to 
climb in Pakistan, a police 
official was killed in a 
terrorist attack on Friday 
night at a police station 
in the tribal district of 
South Waziristan. Dawn 
reported that the attack 
occurred in the Azam 
Warsak area of the South 
Waziristan district of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province. According to po-
lice officials, the attackers 
fired rockets at the police 
station near the Afghan 
border, which resulted in 
the killing of an officer on 
duty who was identified 
as Moharrar (investigat-
ing officer) Fazal Malik. 
Notably, it was the third 
attack on the police sta-
tion in the Azam Warsak 
area near Wana town in 
Pakistan.

MOTOR SHELL 
EXPOLSION KILLS 
2 CHILDREN
Kabul : After a mortar 
shell exploded in the 
eastern Afghan province 
of Paktika, two children 
were killed and two oth-
ers injured, media reports 
said quoting local Taliban 
officials. According to 
Omar Badri, a Talibani 
spokesperson, a mortar 
shell struck the Zazi 
district of Paktia province 
on Saturday, killing two 
children and injuring two 
others, reported Khaama 
Press. The official said 
that the incident took 
place after the children 
threw an unexploded 
mortar shell into the fire 
for fun while playing. The 
injured were taken to the 
Gardiz district hospital 
for medical treatment, 
reported the media portal.

2 POLICE OFFICER 
KILLED IN 
SEPEARTE ATTACKS 
IN PAKISTAN 
ISLAMABAD : Two 
Pakistan police 
officials were killed 
in separate attacks in 
militancy-prone Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) 
province on Saturday.

Unidentified attackers 
killed a police constable 
stationed in the Turang-
zai Muftiabad area of 
Charsadda, The Express 
Tribune reported. The 
assailants managed to 
escape after the incident, 
the report added. Another 
policeman was killed in 
indiscriminate firing at 
the Azam Warsak police 
station in South Wa-
ziristan.

INFLATION  27.13 
PERCENTAGE IN 
PAKISTAN 
ISLAMABAD : TAmid 
devastating floods and 
a crumbling economy, 
Pakistan’s annual 
inflation climbed to 27.13 
per cent this week. The 
rate of weekly inflation in 
the country climbed by 
0.35 per cent while the 
annual rate in the recent 
week has been 27.13% 

, reported The Express 
Tribune. According to 
the Federal Bureau 
of Statistics’ weekly 
inflation report, at least 
23 essential items went 
dearer and the prices of 
14 items decreased in 
the recent week, while 
the prices of 14 items 
have remained stable.
explosion.police station 
in South Waziristan.

Homecoming, a 2022 The 
Chinese drama film is the 
story of two Chinese diplo-
mats who will do anything 
to safely bring back Chinese 
citizens from a war-torn 
North African country back 
to China. 

The theme of this most-
watched film in China this 
week echoes the main theme 
of Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping’s agenda at the twice-
a-decade Communist Party 
meeting in Beijing that the 
world is a dangerous place 
and China needs to protect 
itself, reported the Wash-
ington Post. 

The plot of the film is 
based on real events; how-
ever, it deeply reverberates 
Xi’s obsession with what he 
sees as mounting “security 
risks” that could “under-
mine the safety of China and 
the rule of the party.” 

Moreover, Xi’s Chinese-
style modernization just 
tramples upon multiparty 
democracy, direct leader-
ship elections, or legal guar-
antees of individual free-
doms. 

The security rhetoric was 
also at fever pitch during the 
20th National Party Con-
gress. 

In his Congress remarks, 
Chinese  President  Xi 
stressed the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s aspirations 
to attain global leadership. 
He said that this would only 
be possible if there was “ab-
solute security” as well as 
economic growth, reported 
the Washington Post. 

In a congressional report 

released this week, the word 
“security” appears 91 times, 
up from 55 mentions in 2017 
and 36 in 2012. In the report, 
there is an entire section on 
Xi’s “comprehensive nation-
al security concept” for the 
first time. 

The concept envisages 
“active detection and man-
agement of threats in all ar-
eas of policymaking.” The 
“global security initiative” 
he announced in April was 
also included in the report. 
China’s “security presence” 
continues to expand, espe-
cially via projects like the 
Belt and Road initiatives 
and more recently reflected 
in an agreement with the 
Solomon Islands. 

Xi’s global security initia-
tive is likely to become a test 
for the country’s willingness 
to compromise with the ex-
isting global security order, 
reported the media outlet. 

“This is Beijing going from 
a negative agenda we don’t 
like the current order, which 
is Western-dominated and 
imposed on us’  to China ac-
tually launching something 
like an alternative vision,” 
said Helena Legarda, lead 
analyst at the Mercator In-
stitute for China Studies in 
Berlin.

GLOBAL SECURITY

DECODING CHINA’S 
‘SECURITY’ NARRATIVES 
TO THE WORLD
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING

CRISIS

More than 1.5 million children at risk 
as devastating floods hit Nigeria

More than 2.5 million peo-
ple in Nigeria are in need 
of humanitarian assis-
tance—60 percent of which 
are children—and are at 
an increased risk of water-
borne diseases, drowning, 
and malnutrition due to 
the most severe flooding in 
the past decade, UNICEF 
warned. 

The floods, which have 
affected 34 out of the 36 
states in the country, have 
displaced 1.3 million peo-
ple. Over 600 people have 
lost their lives and over 
200,000 houses have ei-
ther been partially or fully 
damaged. According to 
UNICEF, cases of diarrhoea 
and water-borne diseases, 
respiratory infections, 
and skin diseases have al-
ready been on the rise. In 
the north-eastern states of 
Borno, Adamawa, and Yobe 
alone, a total of 7,485 cases 
of cholera and 319 associ-
ated deaths were reported 
as of October 12 October.

As rain is expected to con-
tinue for several weeks, hu-
manitarian needs are also 
expected to rise. 

“Children and adolescents 
in flood-affected areas are 
in an extremely vulner-
able situation,” said Cristian 

Munduate, UNICEF Repre-
sentative in Nigeria. “They 
are particularly at risk of 
waterborne diseases and 
emotional and psychological 
distress. “Unicef is working 
closely with the government 
and other partners to pro-
vide life-saving assistance to 
those who are most in need.” 

The floods are adding an-
other layer of complexity to 
an already precarious hu-
manitarian situation in the 
country. Immediate prior-
ity needs for children in-
clude health, water, sanita-
tion, and hygiene, as well as 
shelter and food. Addition-
al funding and resources 
are required to respond to 
growing needs and to sus-
tain ongoing humanitarian 

interventions, with a focus 
on the most vulnerable, in-
cluding children with dis-
abilities. 

According to UNICEF’s 
Children’s Climate Risk 
Index (CCRI), Nigeria is 
considered at “extremely 
high risk” of the impacts 
of climate change, ranking 
second out of 163 coun-
tries. The UN agency said 
children in “extremely 
high-risk” countries face a 
deadly combination of ex-
posure to multiple climate 
and environmental shocks 
combined with high levels 
of underlying child vulner-
ability due to inadequate 
essential services, such 
as water and sanitation, 
healthcare, and education.

TDG NETWORK
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DECLARATION

Elon Musk to lay 
off 75% of staff if he 
takes over Twitter?

Tesla CEO Elon Musk reportedly plans to lay off most of Twit-
ter’s workforce once his USD 44 billion deal for the social 
network goes through. 

As per Variety, Musk informed potential investors in the 
Twitter deal that he intended to lay off about 75% of the social 
media company’s 7,500 employees. The particular informa-
tion was initially reported by the Washington Post. On Tesla’s 
third-quarter 2022 earnings call Wednesday, Musk said he 
was paying too much for Twitter. 

Earlier this month, he agreed to go forward with his origi-
nal USD 54.20/share offer for Twitter, after spending three 
months attempting to back out of the deal. Although, obvi-
ously, myself and the other investors are obviously overpay-
ing for Twitter right now, the long-term potential for Twitter, 
in my view, is an order of magnitude greater than its current 
value, Musk said. 

In a June 16 Q&A with Twitter employees, Musk said there 
needs to be a “rationalization of headcount” and said, “Any-

one who is a significant contributor should have nothing to 
worry about.” 

That was before Musk tried to exit the deal in early July, 
whereupon the company sued him, seeking to enforce the 
terms of the merger agreement. Musk evidently reversed 
course after realising he would likely lose his legal fight with 
Twitter over the agreement. The Twitter deal’s legal proceed-
ings had been put on hold by a judge overseeing the dispute 
until October 28.

ONGOING CONTROVERSY

UK PLANS DEPORTATION OF LANKAN 
REFUGEES TO ‘THIRD COUNTRY’
TDG NETWORK
LONDON

Th e  Un it e d  K i n gdo m 
has decided to move Sri 
Lankan refugees seeking 
asylum from the British-
claimed Chagos Islands 
to ‘a safe third country’ 
unless they return to 
Sri Lanka ‘voluntarily’.   
The UK has told the asy-
lum seekers that if they 
cannot be returned to Sri 
Lanka, they will instead be 
removed to another undis-
closed country. At least 120 
Sri Lankans are believed to 
be housed in a fenced en-
campment on Diego Gar-
cia, an island in the Chagos 
Archipelago, reported The 
Island. Sovereignty over 

the Chagos Archipelago is 
disputed between Mauritius 
and the United Kingdom. 
The United Nations ruled it 
belonged to Mauritius and 
ruled it should be handed 
back to Mauritius. Those 
who represent the interests 
of the Sri Lankans want the 
UK to allow them to settle in 
the UK.

Over the issue, Global 
Tamil Forum, an indepen-
dent, international advo-
cacy organization, which 
adheres to the principles 
of democracy and non-vi-
olence, and works in soli-
darity with Tamil-speaking 
people in Sri Lanka and oth-
er communities in Sri Lanka 
said it will not get involved 
in the ongoing controversy.

EPIC EVENT

Giorgia Meloni sworn as 
Italy’s first female PM
TDG NETWORK
ROME

Far-right leader Giorgia 
Meloni was sworn in as 
Italy’s first female prime 
minister on Saturday. 

In a ceremony at the Quir-
inale Palace in Rome, Mel-
oni was sworn in by Italian 
President Sergio Mattarella 
in a ceremony. She heads 
an alliance of far-right 
and centre-right parties, 
her own party, Brothers 
of Italy, chief among them. 
With this, Meloni is set to 
form the most right-wing 
government Italy has seen 
in decades, reported CNN. 
The right-wing coalition 
scored an overall victory in 
the country’s general elec-
tion to form a new parlia-
ment after the nationalist 
Brothers of Italy secured 
26% of the vote.  “Italians 

have entrusted us with a 
relevant responsibility, and 
it will be our task to not let 
them down and to do our 
best to restore the nation’s 
dignity and pride,” Meloni 
commented on her Face-
book page after winning 
the general elections. 

“We will aim at unifying 
and highlighting what can 
bring us close, not what di-
vides us,” she added. 

Her main contender, the 
centre-left Democratic 
Party (PD) led by Enrico 
Letta, got 19% of the votes. 
“We are going to make the 
necessary assessment in 
the next few days since it 
is clear mistakes (in their 
campaign)  have  been 
made,” Letta said. Letta 
also announced that he 
would lead the party until 
its next congress, which 
will be held as soon as pos-
sible, and step down after a 
new leader is chosen. Over 
50 million citizens, includ-
ing some 4.7 million living 
abroad, were eligible to 
choose the 400 deputies 
and 200 senators. 

The Interior Ministry said 
the voter turnout was the 
lowest ever registered in 
the country’s post-war his-
tory.

Giorgia Meloni.

PROJECT

PAK, CHINA LAUNCH 3 NEW 
CORRIDORS BESIDES CPEC

Pakistan and China are set to start three new corridors in 
November, in addition to the multiple-billion dollar China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), to strengthen bilateral 
ties. The formal launch of the projects could take place during 
Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s visit to China next 
month following an invitation by President Xi Jinping, The 
News International reported. The schedule for Shehbaz’s trip 
is being worked out. 

The projects, which include health and digital corridors, 
were announced by Pakistan’s Ambassador to China, Moi-
nul Haq, while speaking to the China Economic Net (CEN) 
in Beijing, the report said. 

“We would be an important source of help for China in 
terms of software development. So, we are working togeth-
er to set up training centres in Pakistan for developing soft-
ware in different fields of IT, “said ambassador Haque. 

Citing unidentified sources, the Pakistan newspaper said 
the new corridors would become sources of strengthening 
Pakistan-China ties and would provide a new unshakable 
bond because of the proximity of the two nations. Launched 
in 2015, the CPEC is a multi-billion dollar development 
project, with a planned network of roads, railways, and 
energy projects linking China’s Xinjiang Uyghur Autono-
mous Region with Pakistan’s strategic Gwadar Port on the 
Arabian Sea. Earlier this year, India had opposed the pro-
posed extension of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
to Afghanistan. 

Top aides to Xi Jin-
ping were promoted 
in the Communist 

Party of China’s Politburo 
Standing Committee, but no 
woman could find a place in 
the top leadership position 
for the first time in years, 
according to the newly re-
leased list by state media.  
Xi Jinping presented the Par-
ty’s new central leadership 
when meeting the press on 
Sunday at the Great Hall of the 
People in Beijing, where he 
secured a historic third term 
as the country’s top leader. Xi 
Jinping was elected general 
secretary of the 20th Central 
Committee of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) at the 
committee’s first plenary ses-
sion today, Xinhua reported.  
The session, presided over 
by Xi, was attended by 203 

members of the 20th CPC 
Central Committee and 168 
alternate members. Xi was 
also named chairman of 
the CPC Central Military 
Commission at the session.  
Li Qiang, Zhao Leji, Wang 
Huning,  Cai  Qi ,  Ding 
Xuexiang, and Li Xi were 
elected as members of the 
Standing Committee of the 
Political Bureau of the CPC 
Central Committee.

The all-men Politburo 
Standing Committee, includ-
ing four newcomers, are all 
Xi loyalists, The Strait Times 
reported.

The report said vice-pre-
mier Hu Chunhua, who 
was up for promotion, was 
a surprise exclusion. Mean-
while, one surprise elevation 
was Shanghai party chief Li 
Qiang who is now set to be 
the next premier.

CCP PARTY CONGRESS 

WITH XI’S TOP AIDES AND NO WOMEN, 
CHINA UNVEILS NEW LEADERSHIP

A view of Nigeria flood.
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Elon Musk

Xi Jinping

View of Gwadar port in Pakistan.
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Xi Jinping attends the opening ceremony of the 20th National
Congress of CCP at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing.

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT PUTIN 
CONGRATULATES CHINA’S XI ON 
UNPRECEDENTED THIRD TERM
Russian President Vladimir Putin on Sunday congrat-
ulated Chinese President Xi Jinping who secured an 
unprecedented third term as the leader of the Chinese 
Community Party. Xi was elected general secretary of 
the 20th Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC), the state media outlet Xinhua re-
ported today. “The results of the 20th Congress of the 
Chinese Communist Party fully confirmed your high 
political authority and the unity of the party you head,” 
Putin said in his congratulatory message posted on 
the Kremlin website. “I am certain that the resolu-
tions of the Congress will help successfully implement 
the grand social and economic tasks facing China, 
and will assist in strengthening the country’s posi-
tion in the international arena,” he added. Putin also 
expressed hope for “constructive dialogue and close 
joint work to develop the relations of comprehensive 
partnership and strategic alliance between our two 
states.” Since the start of the Russia-Ukraine war, 
China has been among the few countries that have 
refused to condemn Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine and 
continue to provide tacit support to Putin’s Russia.
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Appeal to UN to investigate 
Hazaras genocide
TDG NETWORK
KABUL

Afghanistan’s representative to the 
UN, Naseer Ahmad Faiq, demanded a 
committee to investigate and report the 
targeted attacks against the Hazaras, 
which he termed “acts of genocide.”  
While speaking at the Committee on So-
cial, Humanitarian, and Cultural Affairs 
of the UN General Assembly, he accused 
the Taliban of not being able to establish 
security till now, the Khama Press re-
ported.

His statement came in the wake of the 
deadly attack on the Kaaj education cen-
tre in the Afghan capital. He expressed 
his concern about the targeting of chil-
dren from a particular ethnic group.  
Faiq demanded a committee to investi-
gate and report on serious human rights 
violations, citing the most recent attack 
on the Kaaj education centre as evidence 
that Hazaras are systematically targeted 
in these attacks. 

T h e  r e p r e s e nt at ive s  o f  t h e 
country in the UN also termed 

this situation “extremely wor-
rying,” reported Khama Press.   
He elaborated on his demand, saying 
that a fact-finding committee would be 
able to look into and report on all seri-
ous violations of human rights, such as 
the genocide of Hazaras, forced migra-
tion, and extrajudicial killings of people 
without a fair trial. 

A serious violation of human rights, 
according to him, includes “killings 
without trial, torture, harsh treatment, 

and arbitrary arrests of former secu-
rity forces, journalists, human rights 
defenders, and people connected to the 
resistance front.”

The Afghan representative also 
highlighted the Taliban’s “hostility” 
a g a i n s t  A f g h a n  wo m e n  a n d 
termed the situation worrying.   
“The Taliban must be put under the 
necessary pressure by the international 
community in order to hold them 
responsible for their crimes,” Faiq said.

AGREEMENT

Pakistan signs most expensive 
contract with US lobbyist

Asad Majeed Khan, 
former Pakistan’s 
Ambassador to the 

US, signed the most expen-
sive contract with an Ameri-
can lobbyist. He had already 
signed one of the most ex-
pensive lobbying deals with 
another firm, Brownstein 
Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP, 
for the same purpose, re-
ported The News Interna-
tional. During his tenure as 
ambassador to the United 
States, he signed one of the 
most costly contracts. As 
per the agreement, a copy 
of which is available with 
The News, the Pakistan Em-
bassy has agreed to pay USD 
100,000 monthly (USD 1.2 
million annually) to Brown-
stein Hyatt Farber Schreck, 
LLP. 

However, despite having an 

active lobbying contract with 
such an expensive firm, the 
ambassador had signed a 
new agreement with Fenton 
Arlok for the same purpose. 
The monthly payment as 
agreed with Fenton Arlok 
was USD 30,000. 

On March 21, 2022, just 
five days before Imran Khan 
disclosed the alleged regime 
change conspiracy, Paki-
stan’s former ambassador to 
the US, Asad Majeed Khan, 
signed a lobbying deal with 
Fenton Arlok LLC Later, the 
same organisation became 
PTI’s lobbyist too, reported 
The News International. It’s 
interesting to note that over 
four months prior to this 
agreement, Asad Majeed 
Khan had already recruited 
Brownstein Hyatt Farber 
Schreck, LLP, another lobby-
ing company, to enhance ties 
between the United States 
and Pakistan. 

Five months later, in Au-
gust 2022, Imran Khan’s 
party engaged Fenton Arlok 
LLC to promote the party’s 
image in the United States. 
The PTI, on the other hand, 
agreed to pay the lobbying 
company USD 25,000 every 
month, reported The News 
International. 

As per the contract signed 
between the Pakistan Em-
bassy in the United States 
and Brownstein Hyatt 
Farber Schreck, LLP, “The 
Firm shall provide general 
governmental relations ser-
vices, to include providing 
policy advice and advocat-
ing on behalf of the Embassy 
before the US Congress, the 
Executive Branch, and rel-
evant third-party organisa-
tions in Washington, DC.

“Upon execution of this 
agreement, our monthly re-
tainer fee for this matter will 
be USD 100,000 inclusive of 

charges and expenses saved 
for business-related travel 
to Pakistan, effective for an 
initial annual term, at which 
time this agreement will be 
re-evaluated. Pakistan will 
be invoiced for this retainer 
quarterly in advance and no 
work will begin until the in-
voice has been paid,” reads 
the agreement.

Diplomatic sources raised 
the question - when the em-
bassy already had a lobbying 
firm on its retainership and 
that too at a very high price, 
what was the reason for hir-
ing another firm for the same 
job? reported The News In-
ternational. What was the 
urgent need for hiring Fen-
ton Arlok when the embassy 
already agreed with Brown-
stein Hyatt Farber Schreck 
LLP? The sources also ques-
tioned if the prime minister 
was in the loop while signing 
the deal with the firm.

TDG NETWORK
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INITIATIVE PROTEST

U.S. INITIATIVE CHECKMATES CHINA IN PACIFIC ISLANDS Widespread anti-Pakistan 
protests held across PoK

After the March 2022 news 
leak that Beijing was work-
ing on a secret deal with the 
Solomon Islands to open 
the door for a Chinese naval 
base, American initiatives 
in the Pacific islands have 
checkmated China. 

T h e  A m e r i c a n s  a p -
proached the Pacific Island-
ers without any discrimi-
nation and were also very 
accommodating of their 

concerns. This starkly con-
trasted with Beijing’s atti-
tude, which was that of a big 
brother and vindictive, to say 
the least, reported the policy 
research group Poreg. 

 The Biden administra-
tion has sprung into action, 
addressing the concerns 
of the Pacific Island com-
munity, tackling climate 
change, protecting fisher-
ies from encroachment, 
strengthening regional in-
stitutions and promoting 
sustainable development.  

This focus is well received 
with Pacific regionalism at 
work.
 So is the announcement 
of over $810 million in aid. 
Over the past decade, the 
US has provided some USD 
1.5 billion to support the Pa-
cific Islands, reported Poreg.  
With the Washington sum-
mit, the US-Pacific partner-
ship has moved beyond the 
usual rhetoric and fulmina-
tions against Communist 
China.  The Solomon Islands’ 
presence gave an added heft 

to the two-day summit while 
delivering a rude shock to 
Beijing, which had signed a 
security pact with Honiara, 
reported Poreg.

The 11-point declaration 
contrasts markedly with 
the rebuff in May 2022 of 
Beijing’s plan to bring under 
China’s control everything 
from security to fisheries in 
the Pacific Islands countries.
Success came Biden’s way 
as he focused attention on 
pressing issues of the Pa-
cific Island countries, most 

importantly climate change. 
Beijing, on the other hand, 
made a crude attempt to 
bring them under its orbit.

Widespread protests were 
held across Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir on October 
22, as scores of people con-
demned the Pakistan-backed 
tribal attack of 1947.

PoK led by political activists 
like Asad Nawaz and Abid 
Shaheen from the Jammu 
Kashmir National Awami 

Party (JKNAP), along with 
leaders from other regional 
parties organized demonstra-
tions in Bagh, Ajira, Rawal-
akot, and Pindi.  The pro-
testers held black flags and 
anti-Pakistan banners with 
“Black Day” written on them. 
October 22 is observed as the 
Pak Army-backed Tribal in-
vasion in Jammu and Kash-
mir in 1947. The intervening 
night of October 21-22, 1947 is 

considered the “Black Day” in 
the history of JK, which left a 
grim mark on the fate of the 
region. The tribal invasion of 
October 22, known as Opera-
tion Gulmarg, resulted in the 
death of thousands of inno-
cent people and changed the 
course of Jammu and Kash-
mir’s history. (UKPNP) or-
ganized protests in PoK and 
other parts of the world to 
mark Oct 22 as “Black Day.”
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Citing the most recent attack on the Kaaj education centre as evidence that Hazaras 
are systematically targeted in these attacks. 

Joe Biden hosts the US-Pacific 
Island Summit.
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Troops of 
Striking 

Lion Division 
Trishakti 

Corps carry 
out the 

Swachchata 
Abhiyan 

(cleanliness 
drive) on the 
banks of the 

Gurudongmar 
Lake, in North 

Sikkim. 

SWACH BHARAT

#INDIADEFEATSPAK

CRICKET WORLD CELEBRATES INDIA'S 
VICTORY ON SOCIAL MEDIA
With India defeating Pakistan by 4 wickets at T20 world 
cup, Indian cricket legend Virender Sehwag tweeted a 
hilarious meme of Prime Minister Narendra Modi . The 
meme mentioned “Aap log rona band kijiye’ with a tweet 
“Request to neighbours :)” Though no name was men-
tioned but it’s too easy to realize which of our neighbour 
would be crying at this point of time. Twitter was filled 
with memes after India's win. ICC too tweeted a phto of 
Virat Kohli sitting on a throne. The tweet read  'The king 
is back' and 'Take a bow, Virat Kohli' . Cricketer Shreyas 
Iyer also tweetd a couple of pics from the match and 
tweeted "Take a bow, Virat What a win team India". 

“It is a 
surreal 
atmosphere, 
I have no 
words, no 
idea how that 
happened. I 
am really lost 
for words”.    

— VIRAT KOHLI

BRAIN-PICKING 

Former captain, Indian cricket team.

HELTH IS WEALTH

RESEARCH EXPLAINS RELATION 
BETWEEN EATING LATE AND DIABETES
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON                                      

Scientists have uncovered the 
mechanism behind why eat-
ing late at night is linked to 
weight gain and diabetes.
The connection between 
eating time, sleep and obe-
sity is well-known but poorly 
understood, with research 
showing that over-nutri-
tion can disrupt circadian 
rhythms and change fat tis-
sue. The new northwest re-
search has shown for the first 
time that energy release may 
be the molecular mechanism 
through which our internal 
clocks control energy balance.

Scientists have also discov-
ered that daytime is the ideal 
time in the light environment 
of the Earth’s rotation when 
it is most optimal to dissipate 
energy as heat. These find-
ings have broad implications, 
from dieting to sleep loss and 
the way we feed patients who 
require long-term nutritional 
assistance. The paper, “Time-
restricted feeding mitigates 
obesity through adipocyte 
thermogenesis,” will be pub-
lished online today. “It is well 
known, albeit poorly under-
stood, that insults to the body 
clock are going to be insults 
to metabolism,” said the cor-
responding study author, Dr. 
Joseph T. Bass, the Charles F. 
Kettering Professor of Medi-
cine at Northwestern Uni-
versity Feinberg School of 
Medicine. He is also a North-
western Medicine endocri-
nologist.

“When animals consume 
Western-style cafeteria di-
ets—high fat, high carbohy-
drate—the clock gets scram-
bled,” Bass said. “The clock 
is sensitive to the time people 
eat, especially in fat tissue, 

and that sensitivity is thrown 
off by high-fat diets. We still 
don’t understand why that is, 
but what we do know is that 
as animals become obese, 
they start to eat more when 
they should be asleep. This 
research shows why that 
matters”

Chelsea Hepler, a postdoc-
toral fellow in the Bass Lab, 
said, “That’s why they can eat 
the same amount of food at 
different times of the day and 
be healthier when they eat 
during active periods versus 
when they should be sleep-
ing.” The increase in energy 
expenditure led the team to 
look into the metabolism of fat 
tissue to see if the same effect 
occurred within the endocrine 
organ. They found that it did, 
and mice with genetically en-
hanced thermogenesis -- or 
heat release through fat cells 
-- prevented weight gain and 
improved health. Hepler 
also identified futile creatine 
cycling, in which creatine (a 
molecule that helps maintain 
energy) undergoes storage 
and release of chemical ener-
gy, within fat tissues, implying 
creatine may be the mecha-
nism underlying heat release.

The science is underpinned 
by research done by Bass and 
colleagues at Northwestern 
more than 20 years ago that 
found a relationship between 
the internal molecular clock 
and body weight, obesity, 
and metabolism in animals. 
The challenge for Bass’s lab, 
which focuses on using ge-
netic approaches to study 
physiology, has been figur-
ing out what it all means and 
finding the control mecha-
nisms that produce the rela-
tionship. This study brings 
them a step closer.

TDG NETWORK
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DIWALI BASH

D iwali, the festival of 
lights is a feast for 
the senses. Every-

one celebrates this occasion 
with their families and loved 
ones. Most Indians know 
that Diwali signifies the vic-
tory of light over darkness, 
good over evil, and knowl-
edge over ignorance.

 It’s also a wonderful time 
to gather with loved ones to 
share delicious meals, ex-
change gifts, have fun, and 
make lasting memories. This 
year, it will be celebrated on 
24 October and what’s a 
better way to kick-start the 
festivities than having a bash 
right in your house. So, here 
are some simple steps which 
can be helpful in organising 
a Diwali party that would be 
the talk of every Whatsapp 
group that you are a part of:

Set a theme for the party
Though people mostly fol-

low traditional themes on 
Diwali, this does not mean 
that you too have to make 
the same choice. You can add 
a twist to the bash by mak-
ing it a Bollywood-themed 
night for which everyone 
gets to dress as their favou-
rite B-town character.

PREPARE A GUEST 
LIST

While hosting a Diwali 
party, it is very easy to get 

carried away while prepar-
ing a list of people that you 
need to invite. Often, people 
think that making a mental 
calculation of the invitees is 
enough, but it isn’t. Always 
make a list at the beginning 
of the party-planning pro-
cess, so that you neither miss 
anyone nor go overboard.

CHOOSE DÉCOR

For those of you who are 
hosting a theme party, your 
decor cannot clash with the 

theme, as it should be based 
on the chosen theme and 
should complement it. Use 
creative ways to incorporate 
traditional decorations into 
your modern party, such as 
using fairy lights or simple 
LEDs instead of diyas.

PREPARE A PLAYLIST

Use music to charge up your 
guests. Have a good choice 
of songs and prepare a play-
list that has a mix of old and 
new songs. Also, don’t forget 

to make some clear space in 
your living room so that 
guests can feel free to shake 
a leg when feeling the groove.

FOOD OPTIONS

Food is the most important 
element of any Indian festi-
val, and when it’s Diwali, the 
food should include some 
traditional delicacies like 
kheers, kachoris, pooris, 
etc. It’s said if people enjoy 
the food that you serve, then 
the bash is a success.

Party in style with 
these diwali tips 

Make your Decor in sync with  Diwali party theme

INDIA’S SANVI MEHRA WINS YOUNG 
INVESTIGATOR AWARD AT SPAIN

PRODIGY

Saanvi Mehra, a class XII student from 
The Shriram Millennium School, Noi-
da, has done ground-breaking clinical 
research to identify Down Syndrome 
in early stages through an AI-pow-
ered App by using a photograph.
This research has been highly ac-
claimed and awarded with some of 
the most prestigious accolades and 
has also published in some of the most 
reputed medical journals. The winner 
of “The Young Investigator Award at 
The European Academy of Paediatrics 
(EAP)”; at the EAPS Congress 2022 in 
Barcelona, Spain, Saanvi Mehra has 
opened the gateway to more ground-
breaking work in the area of early 
detection and management of Down 
syndrome. Her research work stood 
out amongst thousands of research 
papers submitted by postgradu-
ate doctors (MD / DM) and medical 
students from across the world. The 
prestigious award also carries a Euro 
1500 cash award.

Leveraging the penetration of smart-
phones in India, Saanvi, along with 
her partner Aarna Malhotra, has 
successfully integrated the machine 
learning model and AI in a mobile ap-
plication that can be used by parents 
/ ASHA workers, paramedics, and 

doctors whereby just by clicking the 
picture of the baby, Down Syndrome 
can be detected with a remarkable ac-
curacy of over 96 per cent. The result 
of early detection is not just a reduc-
tion in mortality rate of these children 
but also a better lifestyle due to timely 
treatment. “I look forward to working 
closely with doctors and paediatri-
cians so we can save and help as many 
children as possible,” says Saanvi.

This project has won several awards 
and recognition, including Google 
Code to Learn (National Winner), 
IRIS (Top 100 projects in India), and 
Technovation (Top 5 Apps in India). 

A patent has been filed to protect in-
tellectual property, and Saanvi hopes 
that this technology will be free to 
millions of parents, saving the lives 
of tens of millions of children.This is 
a unique example of combining tech-
nology with medicine with ground 
breaking results. AI/ML Foundation 
for Health:The AIML4Health Foun-
dation is a public, charitable trust 
created by Saanvi to leverage technol-
ogy for innovations in medicine. The 
objectives of this foundation are to: 
fund clinical trial and validation of 
the projects undertaken using AI/ML; 
undertake pan-India implementation 
and Institute an award to encourage 
children to Ideate, Innovate and Im-
plement Cutting-Edge Technologies 
for Solving Problems - With A Focus 
On Rural India.

The trust also received Ethics Com-
mittee approval to carry forward clin-
ical validation for Down Syndrome 
Detection Project. Subject to success-
ful clinical validation, the Trust will 
support the subsequent rollout and 
adoption of the mobile app/technol-
ogy throughout India. This will re-
quire participation of both public and 
private sector participants, includ-
ing District Administration, ASHA 
workers, government and private 
hospitals, etc.

Sanvi Mehra

TDG NETWORK
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RECORD BROKEN SWIFTLY

TAYLOR SWIFT REACTS TO 
‘MIDNIGHTS’ BREAKING  
STREAMING RECORD

American singer and songwriter Taylor Swift reacted after 
her 10th album, ‘Midnights’, broke a major record in less 
than 24 hours after its release.

 Spotify on Friday announced that Swift’s LP is officially the 
most-streamed album on a single day in the platform’s his-
tory. Taking to Twitter, Swift re-shared the news and wrote,  
«How did I get this lucky, having you guys out here do-
ing something this mind-blowing?! Like, what even just 
happened??!?!»

Swift’s 13-track album was accompanied by a ‘3 am Edi-
tion’; that was released just a few hours later, making a 
total of 20 songs. Previously, she had spoken about the 
record in 2 paragraphs displayed across a promotional 
photo posted on social media. She wrote, "We lie awake 
in love and fear, in turmoil and in tears. We stare at walls 
and drink until they speak back. We twist in our self-made 
cages and pray that we aren’t--right this minute--about to 
make some fateful life-altering mistake".

Taylor Swift at a movie launch 

TDG NETWORK
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FIERCEST MATCHES BETWEEN INDIA 
AND PAKISTAN IN CRICKET HISTORY
As the two rival nations went head to head once again 
at the T2O world cup on Sunday with India emerg-
ing as winners, here are the five most memorable 
matches between the two teams. 

1996 WORLD CUP
At Bengaluru, India, India batted first and 
scored 287 runs off of 8 wickets. Ajay Jadeja 
scored 45 runs off just 25 pitches, and Navjot 

Singh Sidhu put up a respectable 93 points. Aamer So-
hail and Saeed Anwar, Pakistan’s openers, scored 84 
runs in just 10 overs, showing off their strong start.

T20 WORLD CUP 2021 
Played at Dubai, Babar Azam decided to 
field first despite having a potent bowling 
lineup with Shaheen Shah Afridi at the top. 

KL Rahul was removed off the fourth delivery, while 
Rohit Sharma was removed in the second over by Af-
ridi, who has a propensity for getting wickets in his 
first over. India made it to position 157. The best T20 
opening combo in Babar and Mohammad Rizwan rep-
resented Pakistan’s batting. The openers played up to 
their reputation and guided Pakistan to an astounding 
10-wicket victory, which perplexed both the crowd and 
the media.

 T20 WORLD CUP 2007 
A half-century from Robin Uthappa and con-
tributions from MS Dhoni, the captain, and 
all-rounder Irfan Pathan helped India reach 

its final score of 141, at Durban.  Pakistan’s cunning 
fast bowler Mohammad Asif claimed four wickets for 
18 runs. For Pakistan, Misbah-ul-Haq and skipper 
Shoaib Malik scored the majority of the runs. When 
Misbah was run out with two balls remaining, Pakistan 
tied the game on runs. 

ASIA CUP 2016 
At Mirpur, India’s aim of catching Pakistan’s 
83 seemed simple enough. However, Moham-
mad Amir, a left-arm fast bowler who is mak-

ing his international comeback following a suspension 
for spot-fixing, had other ideas. In his first over, he got 
rid of both Indian openers, and in his second over, he got 
rid of Suresh Raina, leaving India at 8-3 after three overs.

T20 WORLD CUP 2022
The latest chapter took place at the Mel-
bourne cricket ground, Australia. In the first 
six oversIndia had lost 3 wickets for just 31 

runs. Both the openers  KL Rahul and Rohit Sharma 
were sent back to pavilion by Naseem Shah and Haris 
Rauf respectively. 

—SARTHAK. S. KAIN

ROHIT SHARMA & BABAR AZAM
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n ew  d e l h i art & culture
HigH quality art

Often artists are seen strug-
gling to sell their artwork. 
While some artists manage 
to get recognition for their 
work others find very dif-
ficult to survive. After the 
pandemic many artists lost 
their jobs and struggling 
even now for existence. 
‘Oxygen Art Guild’ provides 
a unique platform to these 
struggling artists who have 
the skill but do not have the 
means to survive. 

Oxygen Art Guild is a 
group of multidisciplinary 
individuals who are pas-
sionate about their art. It 
was started with the goal of 
championing, developing 
and showcasing the work of 
outstanding emerging and 
mid-career artists. It uses a 
combination of technology 
and traditional expertise to 
help those seeking high 
quality art for any setting.  

Art has always flourished 
in places and times when-
ever it has found a patron. 
In modern times very few 
section of society can afford 
to spend money on artworks. 
The reason being that there 
are very few patrons left and 

very few artworks which 
sell. With the vision to pro-
vide inspiration to struggling 
artists Oxygen Art Guild 
is set to exhibit ‘Colours of 
convergence’ curated by 
Kiran Kethline Mohan on 
4th to 9th November 2022, 
at Museo Camera Centre 
for the Photographic Arts. 
Works of many renowned 
artists such as Anil Goswa-
mi, Aniruddha Mukherjee, 
Apurba Karati and many 
more are going to be dis-
played.

In a candid conversation 
artist Aniruddha Mukherjee 
says, “Art is something close 
to a dream, as it manifests 
and takes over our present 
reality. In dreams we often 
get intrigued by the sequence 
of image and sound and ev-
erything looks so real, placed 
in a different space and time. 
It recreates a parallel reality 
around us. Knowing very 
well that it’s very much tem-
poral. Art similarly can cre-
ate a parallel reality, with its 
myriad forms, colours, lines, 
textures and has an ability to 
build illusion. Art impels us 
to believe in a different truth, 
which has its own rules and 
logic. So it’s experiencing re-
ality through illusion.”

‘Oxygen art guild’ 
prOvides platfOrm tO 
artists struggling tO 
sHOwcase tHeir wOrk
tdg network
New Delhi

Artist Aniruddha Mukherjee working on his artwork. 

Various murtis found from 
different parts of West Ben-
gal, temples illustrations in 
manuscripts, and mentions of 
temples in 2 inscriptions (ref: 
Akshaykumar Maitreya, ed., 
Gauralekhamala, 1919) show 
beyond any doubts that once 
the landscape of West Bengal 
was dotted with a large num-
ber of temples that were dated 
from the Gupta era to the Sena 
period. There are also men-
tions of these temples in the 
travel accounts of the famous 
Chinese pilgrim Xuanzang, 
who recorded seeing more 
than 300 temples while trav-
elling in Bengal. In his travel 
notes Xuanzang says that he 
saw 100 temples in Pundra-
vardhana, 100 in Samatata, 
more than 50 in Tamralipta, 
and 50 in Karnasuvarna (all 
three were parts of ancient 
Bengal). 

The Bhakti movement era 
temples that were built post 
15th c. CE were very different 
from the ancient-medieval 
Gupta-Pala-Sena era ones, 
in terms of art and architec-

ture. As understood from the 
manuscript illustrations, the 
temples which were seen dur-
ing Pala and the Sena periods 
were of many types. Among 
these, the best extant example 
of the temple type showing a 
tiered superstructure sur-
mounted by a curvilinear 
shikhara, is the Siddhesvara 
temple at Barakar, referred 
to as Temple IV of Barakar 
(Burdwan) in archaeological 
records.

The Siddhesvara temple at 
Barakar is placed at 8th c. CE 
(early Pala era) and shows a 
modest tri-ratha (it’s a transi-
tion from tri-rath to pancha-
ratha) structure rising to a 
height of 36.5 feet. The shi-
khara is divided into seven 
planes (or bhumi) as clearly 
evidenced by the six bhumi-
amlakas that mark the planes. 
The shikara shows ornamen-
tations carved in shallow re-
lief. 

The most interesting aspect 
of the Siddhesvara temple, 
however, are its several aspects 
that tend to resemble some of 

the temple features seen in 
Odisha, Gujarat, Kathiawar, 
and Rajasthan. The similari-
ties between this temple and 
Parasuramesvara temple (Odi-
sha) are in the temple plan, the 
broad vertical divisions of the 
temple body, and positioning 
of miniature temples on the 
walls. On the other hand, the 
rectangular offsets on its base 
mouldings and the amalakas 
of this temple with their con-
cave indentations are similar 
to some temples seen in Gu-
jarat and Rajasthan (Osian 
group of temples).

The temple shows a garb-
hagriha (sanctum) holding 
a shivlinga, and antarala 
(vestibule), while the ruined 
mandapa was later rebuilt. 
At the edge of the neck of the 

shikhara there are four lion 
figures placed as four corner 
projections. Though the walls 
of the temple lack ornamen-
tation, there are pretty votive 
chaityas near the bottom; 
while the shikhara shows 
some carved panels, depict-
ing various figures, generally 
from the epics and puranas 
(dasavataras, stories associ-
ated with Shiva), and other 
non-celestial figures such as 
apsaras, gandharvas, etc. The 
temple sukhanasa has a relief 
of Lakulisa with his disciples, 
thus showing the Shaivite 
nature of the temple. A must 
visit heritage structure for the 
heritage lovers who wish to 
get a glimpse of how the early 
medieval Bengal temple archi-
tecture looked like. 

The Kannada Film Indus-
try is on a roll. Over the last 
year or so, the industry has 
emerged as a force to be 
reckoned with. From ‘KGF 
2’ to ‘Charlie 777’ to ‘Vikrant 
Rona’ to the most recent 
‘Kantara,’ the industry has 
been delivering one block-
buster after another. In fact, 
this year Kannada films so 
far have grossed more at the 
box-office than any other re-
gional film industry as well 
as Bollywood. 

A leading production house 
in the South, KVN Produc-
tions, which has been at the 
forefront of this remarkable 
turnaround for the Kan-
nada cinema, recently made 
a grand announcement of 
their upcoming film ‘KD: 
The Devil’ in a star-studded 
event in Bangalore. The 
teaser launch was attended 
by stalwarts from Bollywood 
and the Kannada Film Indus-
try, including Sanjay Dutt, 
Dhruva Sarja, Prem, Suprith, 
Rakshitha, Arjun Janya, and 
Anil Thadani.

The title teaser offers a 
sneak peek into the world 
of ‘KD: The Devil,’ meticu-

lously crafted by creative 
team led by the noted Kan-
nada filmmaker Kiran Ku-
mar, popularly known as 
Prem. The teaser showcases 
the first look of the notori-
ous ‘Kaali,’ essayed by the 
action star Dhruva Sarja. 
KD aka Kalidas is a crimi-
nal. He is coming out of jail 
after years. The whole city is 
on high alert. KD has thou-
sands of enemies. But he also 
has many admirers who are 
standing outside the jail with 
torches in their hands to wel-
come him. But he comes out 
from the back gate, fight-
ing with his enemies. Set in 
1970s Bangalore, the film is 
inspired by true events.

The teaser features a vio-
lent albeit adrenaline pump-
ing action. The USP is that it 
is voiced by superstars from 
Kannada, Hindi, Telugu, 
Tamil and Malayalam film 
industries. Director Prem 
has himself voiced the Kan-
nada version, while Sanjay 
Dutt, Vijay Sethupathi and 
Mohanlal have voiced the 
Hindi, Tamil and Malayalam 
versions, respectively. This is 
the first movie wherein the 

title teaser has been shot even 
before the start of the actual 
shoot. A five day special 
schedule was undertaken 
just for the shooting of this 
teaser that been creating a 
lot of buzz. 

While KVN Productions 
will be the presenters of the 
Kannada version, the Hindi 
version will be presented by 
AA Films headed by Anil 
Thadani. The Telugu ver-
sion will be presented by 
one of Telugu Film Indus-
try’s biggest names ‘Vaaraahi 
Chalana Chitram,’ headed 
by Sai Korrapati. The Tamil 
version will be presented by 
legendary Tamil distribution 
company ‘Red Giant Movies,’ 
headed by Udhayanidhi Sta-
lin. The Malayalam version 
will be presented by ‘Aas-
hirvad Cinemas,’ headed by 
Antony Perumbavoor.

The launch of the title teas-
er has set the ball rolling for 

‘KD: The Devil,’ which has 
all the makings of the biggest 
film ever to have come out of 
the Kannada industry. But, 
Prem and team have their 
task cut out. Not only do they 
have to match the expecta-
tions set by the hard-hitting 
and visually stunning teaser 
but they also have to be true 
to the high standards set by 
the Kannada industry in the 
recent times with films like 
‘KGF 2,’ ‘Kantara,’ and ‘Vi-
krant Rona.’ 

siddHesvara temple at barakar 
gives glimpses Of early medieval 
bengal temple arcHitecture

‘KD: The Devil’ has all the makings of a 
major blockbuster for Kannada cinema 

pala era temple star-studded event

Siddeswara temple at Barakar in West Bengal

(LtoR) Dhruva Sarja with Director Prem and Sanjay Dutt.

With the objective to foster 
people to people cordial 
relationship, Ministry of 

External Affairs in collaboration with 
Seher, recently organized the second 
edition of the ASEAN-India Artists’ 
camp to celebrate 30 years of ASEAN-
India dialogue relations in Udaipur re-
cently. Held at the backdrop of Aravalli 
ranges, the Taj Aravali resort offered 
the perfect landscape to revere the mag-
num opus created by the artists who 
had gathered from several parts 
of India and ASEAN countries.

The 9-day camp included 
nine artists from ASEAN 
countries Indonesia, Phil-
ippines, Malaysia, Brunei, 
Thailand, Cambodia, Lao 
PDR, Myanmar, Vietnam 
and eleven artists 
from India. The 
a r t  p i e c e s 
produced 
during 
the camp 
were 
exhibit-
ed at the 
closing ceremo-
ny for people 
of eminence 
and the lo-
cal city ad-
ministration 
at the venue. 
The  Minis-
ter of State, 
Ministry of 
External 
Affairs 
Dr. 

Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, was the chief 
guest for the closing ceremony. The 
camp ended on a high note with an ex-
hibition of artworks and a traditional 
dance performance by eminent Kathak 
and Odissi dancer Parwati Dutta and 
promising Sattriya dancer Anwesa 
Mahanta.

On the 8th day of the event Sanjeev 
Bhargava, Founder Director of Seher 
along with several artists addressed 
the gathering. During the discourse he 
articulated how the initiative unfolded 
and a vision of Seher. He said, “The 
purpose of the artist camp is to promote 

cordial relationship and engage 
in public diplomacy. Music, art, 
painting and dance this is the 
language I understand. Min-
istry was very keen in hav-
ing people to people contact. 
We asked the ministries of 
various ASEAN countries to 

select one artist each to repre-
sent their creative commu-

nity and as host nation 
India has eleven 

artists here so 
we have 

twenty artists 
in total and they work in 

public space in a 
community. Nor-
mally they paint in 
their studios totally 

cut off from the 
rest of the world. 
This artists’ camp 
is also like an 
ocean flowing 
from one day to 
another. With 
this process 
of people to 

people contact among a few creative 
artists I am sure we can bring people 
of this region on one single platform.”

During their stay in Udaipur, the par-
ticipants were familiarised with the 
works of renowned Indian artists 
and different art forms of the coun-
try. In a candid conversation re-
nowned artist Nupur Kundu said, 
“This is art camp by Seher. Twenty 

artists have participated in this art 
camp. I had good experience because 

we worked together for ten days. The 
theme of my painting is Oceans of 
Connectivity. This is being potrayed in 
abstract style. I am more interested in 
colors and I work with pallet knife. I do 
thick layer of paint. I use elements of 
nature, ocean as a metaphor to connect 
with artists.

The artists from ASEAN countries 
were also very excited to showcase their 
work along with Indian artists on the 
day of closing ceremony. Artist Flinh 
from Vietnam avers, “I am working as 
a graphic designer and I am a part time 
artist. I came here to learn from other 
artists. I am here for ten days. I find 
this camp very intensive. I have tried to 

draw a landscape of the ocean at night.”  
The first edition of the artists’ camp 

was organised in 2017 as part of the 
25th-anniversary celebration of ASE-
AN-India dialogue relations, leading 
up to the main ASEAN India Summit 
in 2018.  

30 years of ASEAN-India 
ties celebrated at Udaipur

grand event

DeBjeet Dey
New Delhi

the Minister of State, Ministry of external Affairs Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Sanjeev 
Bhargava, Founder Director of Seher along with artists after the closing ceremony.

Artist Flinh from Vietnam addressing the 
media.

 Sattriya dancer Anwesa Mahanta   
performing during closing 
ceremony. 

MuRtAzA ALi KhAn
deep fOcus

MoniDiPA Dey
art Of temple

The 9-day camp included artists from ASEAN countries Indonesia, Philippines, Malaysia, 
Brunei, Thailand, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Vietnam and eleven artists from India. 
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Sagar Chandola, a re-
nowned Brand Cross-
over Expert leveraging 

Metaverse and Neuromar-
keting like newage medi-
ums for two decades, took 
to writing during the lock-
down. Referred to in cor-
porate circles as ‘Ben10 The 
Game changer’, Sagar is an 
industry honcho with glob-
al deals under his belt with 
some of the biggest Fortune 
500 companies in the world. 
All of 35, he has already built 
a holiday home in the celeb-
rity hotspot of Andalusia in 
Spain.

Going by his Pen name 
SIGAR, he has authored 
6 books during this short 
span of time, the journey 
of which began during 
Covid. Free-flowing eu-
phemism filled thrillers, 
is how SIGAR describes 
his works, encompassing 
autobiographical diaries, 
mythological thrillers, 
Eros poetry and new-age 
immersive branding theo-
ries.

His latest book, named, 
“1008+ THE REVENGE 
OF THE SUN” is a mytho-
logical thriller, a fiction 
which traces the origin of 
human races and tries to 
connect the missing links.  

It is said that history repeats 
itself. But there are some 
deviations that you have to 
make sense of too. As the 
finale to his other books, 
the COVIDiaries of SIGAR 
and 100+ Tales behind the 
mask (listed as India’s first 
Million USD NFT), this 
book seeks to take a socio-
cultural anthropological 
view of how the various 

lineages of mankind came 
into existence.

“In 2022, while COVID19 
variants grew into nuclear 
simulations, watching re-
runs of so-called mytholog-
ical serials of Mahabharata 
and Ramayana, made me 
ponder. As a marketing 
and branding professional, 
mixing fiction, nonfiction 
and peppering it with prose 

and praise is a daily rou-
tine. Similar omnichannel 
mindset could well be be-
hind the writers of many 
great epics?”, says Sagar.

There are many so called 
mythologies and mytho-
logical books all around 
the world. However, none 
of them strike a cord and 
provide such beyond the 
obvious answers than 
certain texts like the Ra-
mayan and Mahabharat. 
Chronologically events of 
Greek ‘mythology’ fit per-
fectly with those post these 
great epics, in a bizarre 
manner.

The Origins – Race and 
Time, seeks to explore why 
although the human spe-
cies is one, but still differ-
ent in look, feel, anatomi-
cal differences, smell and 
even thinness of corneas.

Why these fundamental 
differences exist in the first 
place, is the endeavour of 
the exploration of 1008+; 
seeking to lay one of the 
fundamental pillars of au-
thentic intelligence.

A mythological thriller 
being called the Sequel 
to none other than the 
Bhagvad Gita itself.

The book is being published 
by HSRA Publishing and 
is available at Amazon for 
Rs.299.

The bestselling author of 
books like Hungry Gods, 
Garbage Beat, and Item Girl, 
Richa Lakhera is back with 
an intense and gripping tale of 
the supernatural and horror 
with a female combatant set in 
the current times. Lakhera’s 
Contamination has glowing 
early praise from actor Manoj 
Bajpayee and screenwriter and 
novelist Farrukh Dhondy.

An award-winning TV Jour-
nalist, several of whose books 
are being made into TV series, 
Lakhera’s Contamination is a 
departure from the divorced-
from-reality supernatural sto-
ry template of a fantasy novel. 
The action scenes, in keeping 
with the best of the genre, 
throb with life and excitement.

Richa’s previous books – 
Item Girl, a crime novel, and 
Garbage Beat, a satire on the 
Indian entertainment industry 
received brilliant reviews.

According to the author Con-
tamination is a realm of super-
natural powers in a contempo-
rary setting with mythological 
creatures, dark forces and their 
phantasmic-Astras (weapons). 
It pits modern evil against an-
cient powers. 

Much like mythologist Jo-
seph Campbell’s monomyth, 
the chief protagonist Amba’s 
journey is the classic hero’s 
journey—from ordeals & 
struggle to making allies & en-

emies; to seeking supernatu-
ral aid and finally crossing the 
threshold towards resurrec-
tion & resolution. A journey 
that transforms her externally 
and internally. 

Contamination is a departure 
from the divorced-from-reality 
supernatural story template 
of a fantasy novel, the action 
scenes, even as they strain 
credibility are constructed on 
a stronger scaffolding. 

A reluctant hero at first, 
Amba’s nights are troubled by 
disturbing dreams that take 
her into parallel universes. She 
craves to be ordinary but her 
powers, which she has always 
kept hidden, are being slowly 
unmasked and she is no longer 
able to separate her normal life 
from the high stakes of being 
her true self.  

Contamination also explores 
brother-sister strained rela-
tionships, and the power play 
between the genders, relation 
with her mentors, envy, pride, 
lust, greed, coward to courage, 

faith, kindness and it is about 
the transformative power of 
forgiveness. 

Any good vs evil is only as 
good as the villain, and the 
psychopathic jailer Colo-
nel Rosie Madbull is as evil 
as they come. Fleeing from 
Madbull’s fearsome jail, 
Amba is destined to fulfill 
many a prophecy.  In an epic 
battle, she is forced to unleash 
the terrifying Furies and their 
phantasmic-Astras. Hunting 
with them will take Amba 
to the very edge of being hu-
man…’

The first madness was 
that she was born. That the 
Gods stuffed her into a bag 
of tiny human skin. The sec-
ond madness was, the Gods 
stuffed her inside—with us. 
“Let her die. Patala has her 
eye on her,” warned the Vil-
lage-Shaman. Twenty years 
on, Amba is too embroiled 
in her human wars to both-
er about the voices inside 
her. Gun-toting psychopath 

Colonel Rosie Madbull is 
inflicting dreadful ven-
geance on her people to get 
his hands on the gold which 
is discovered under their 
soil. But he and his army of 
bloodthirsty criminals have 
to confront the battle-hard-
ened Amba. But she is no 
ordinary girl. Fleeing from 
Madbull’s jail, into the fear-
some Jotsoma forest, Amba 
is destined to fulfil many a 
prophecy—from seeking 
refuge inside a monster 
buffalo and coming face 
to face with the menacing 
Patala and her demonic pet 
Domovai. But her ceremony 
of ordeals is far from over. 
In an apocalyptic battle be-
tween the good and the evil, 
she will be forced to unleash 
the terrifying Furies. But 
they don’t come alone. They 
bring the insidious others, 
who are now out of control. 
Hunting with them will take 
Amba to the very edge of be-
ing a human.

Editor-in-chief Shantanu 
Ray Chaudhuri says, “The 
supernational/horror/ 
combat is a genre we don’t 
do very well. Richa’s Con-
tamination is a welcome 
addition to and experimen-
tation with the genre, with a 
kickass female protagonist. 
The action, often over-the-
top, is very visual and one 
can see the potential this 
has for a visual adaptation.’

MYTHOLOGICAL THRILLER GRIPPING TALE

224 rooms 
and suites

Kitchen District - 
All day dining

52,000 sq ft of 
events space

NOW OPEN to DRINK. EAT. EXPLORE

Janakpuri District Centre Complex, New Delhi, Delhi, India. 110058
For bookings call. +91 11 4612 1234

‘1008+ THE REVENGE OF THE 
SUN’ TRACES THE ORIGIN 
OF HUMAN RACES

‘CONTAMINATION IS A REALM OF 
SUPERNATURAL POWERS WITH 
MYTHOLOGICAL CREATURES’
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T20 WORLD CUP

A dominant batting 
display from Sri 
Lanka’s top-order 

batters helped them seal a 
clinical nine-wicket over 
Ireland in the Super-12 
encounter at the Bellerive 
Oval, Hobart on Sunday.

Starting the chase, Sri 
Lanka openers Kusal Men-
dis and Dhananjaya de Silva 
got the team off to a flier, 
helping the team reach the 
fifty-run mark within the 
powerplay. Both the batters 
looked to be aggressive from 
the beginning, taking apart 
the Irish bowlers. Dhanan-
jaya was impressive after 
being promoted to the top of 
the order with Pathum Nis-
sanka ruled out of the match 
due to an injury.

The batter made a valu-
able contribution of 35 runs, 
smashing 2 boundaries and 
a six in his inning before 
being dismissed by Gareth 
Delany in the ninth over.

Charith Asalanka walked 
in at number three and un-
leashed a flurry of strokes 
from the moment he walked 
onto the crease. Mendis was 
already dispatching bound-
aries for fun and found an 
equally aggressive partner 
in Asalanka.

Both the batters then toyed 
with the Irish bowlers to fin-
ish the chase, with five overs 

to spare. the pair added 70 
runs in just 40 balls to take 
their side over the line com-
fortably.

Gareth Delany was the 
only bowler to pick up a 
wicket giving away 28 runs 
in his four overs.

Earlier, Sri Lanka’s clinical 
bowling restricted Ireland 
to a paltry total of 128/8 at 
the Bellerive Oval in Hobart 
in the ongoing T20 World 
Cup. The Sri Lankan bowl-
ers kept things tight and 
picked wickets at regular 
intervals not allowing the 
Irish innings to flourish, 
and restricting them to a 
below-par total. Maheesh 
Theekshana and Wanindu 

Hasaranga picked up two 
wickets each.

Opting to bat first, Irish 
openers Paul Stirling and 
Andrew Balbirnie could not 
replicate their batting part-
nership from the previous 
match as Lahiru Kumara 
bowled Balbirnie in the 
second over of the match to 
draw first blood.

Lorcan Tucker walked 
in at number three but 
could not make a mark 
as Maheesh Theekshana 
dismissed him in the fifth 
over sending Ireland into 
trouble. Stirling broke the 
shackles to get 14 runs off 
the sixth over with Ireland 
ending with 40/2 at the end 

of the powerplay.
Just when it looked that 

Stirling had found his foot-
ing to play a good knock 
again the batter was sent 
back by Dhananjaya de 
Silva to further deepen 
troubles for the Irish.

Curtis Campher came 
to the crease with a lot of 
hopes riding on him since 
he played a superb knock 
against Scotland but did 
not trouble the Sri Lank-
ans as he was dismissed 
by Chamika Karunaratne 
cheaply in the 10th over, 
leaving Ireland tottering at 
60/4 at the end of 10 overs.

Harry Tector tried to 
steady the inning and kept 
the scoreboard ticking 
with some glorious shots 
every now and then. He 
took Ireland past 100 in 
the 15th over. Ireland could 
only manage 28 runs off the 
last five overs after Tector 
perished in the quest to up 
the run rate. No Irish low-
er-order batter could give 
momentum to the innings 
as they finished with 128 
runs on the board. Theek-
shana was the pick of the 
Sri Lankan bowlers hav-
ing secured two wickets 
for 19 runs. Brief Score: Sri 
Lanka 133/1 (Kusal Men-
dis 68*, Charith Asalanka 
31*; Gareth Delany 1/28) 
vs Ireland 128/8 (Harry 
Tector 45, Stirling 34; M  
Theekshana 2/19) 
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Sri Lanka opener Kusal Mendis.

SRI LANKA DOWN IRELAND BY 9 
WICKETS AFTER A CLINICAL SHOW

Indian teams win gold and silver 
in 10m junior mixed team pistol
Indian shooters Esha Singh 
and Samrat Rana took home 
the gold medal in the junior 
mixed 10m pistol event at 
the ISSF Rifle/Pistol World 
Championship 2022 in Cai-
ro, Egypt, on Saturday.

Shikha Narwal and Sagar 
Dangi, two fellow Indians, 
were defeated 17-15 by Esha 
Singh and Samrat Rana in 

the final to take home the 
gold. Both pairs qualified 
for the gold medal match as 
Shikha Narwal and Sagar 
Dangi won the qualification 
round with a score of 580 
while Esha Singh and Sam-
rat Rana finished in a close 
second with a score of 579.

Esha Singh and Samrat 
Rana staged a remarkable 
comeback to win the gold 
medal in the final despite be-
ing down 11-15 after the first 

three series.
The two bronze medals 

were won by the German 
team of Celina Becker and 
Andreas Koeppl and the 
Chinese team of Yiyao Shen 
and Junhui Liu.

India’s Rhythm Sangwan, 
who placed joint-fifth in the 
women’s 25m pistol competi-
tion, narrowly missed earn-
ing a quota position for the 
Paris 2024 Olympics.

With 587 points, Rhythm 

Sangwan placed third in 
qualification and earned a 
spot in the ranking match. 
The outcome of that game 
would have a significant im-
pact on the standings.

Rhythm Sangwan shot a 
score of 11 to finish third in 
the ranking match and was 
unable to advance to the gold 
medal match. Haniyeh Ros-
tamiyan of Iran shot 11, and 
the two were competing for 
the final Olympic spot.

ISSF WORLD C’SHIP 2022
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The Indian contingent at the U23 
World Wrestling championship saw 
the biggest victory on Saturday as 
Aman Sehrawat, the Indian teenager, 
made history on Saturday by being the 
first wrestler from India to win a gold 
medal at the U-23 World Wrestling 
Championships in Pontevedra, Spain.

Ahmet Duman of Turkey, who had 
won the junior European silver medal, 
was defeated 12-4 by the 16-year-old 
Aman Sehrawat in the gold-medal 
match. Olympic medalists Bajrang 
Punia and Ravi Kumar Dahiya had 
advanced to the final in their respec-
tive divisions in prior competitions, 
but they were only able to take home 
the silver.

Earlier this year, Aman Sehrawat 
took home gold in the U23 Asian 
Championship and silver at the U20 
Asian Championship.

India placed sixth overall in the U-23 
World Wrestling Championships 
2022 with six gold, silver, and bronze 
medals. Sajan Bhanwala won a bronze 
medal at the U23 world wrestling 
championships, becoming the first 

Greco-Roman wrestler from India to 
do so before Vikas and Nitesh.

The wrestler got the better of 
Ukraine’s Dmytro Vasetskyi in the 
repechage round to win the historic 
medal.

The Indian secured a 10-10 victory 
by points over his Ukrainian counter-
part. After securing a 3-0 win in the 
first round against Lithuanian Aistis 
Liaugminas, the athlete lost to Mol-
dova’s Alexandrin Gutu in the pre-
quarters 0-8.

However, Sajan got shy at the bronze 
medal via the repechage system after 
Gutu made it into the finals of the 77 
kg round.

The ace athlete grabbed the opportu-
nity with both hands to create history 
for India.Only nine Indian wrestlers 
were able to participate in the com-
petition because 21 athletes were not 
allowed to reach Spain because of visa 
problems.

U-23 WORLD WRESTLING C’SHIP

Aman Sehrawat wins 1st ever 
gold for India in Pontevedra
TDG NETWORK
PONTEVEDRA 

Aman Sehrawat
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A dominant show from Sri Lanka’s top-order batters helped 
them seal nine-wicket over Ireland in the Super-12 encounter.
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MIRACLE TRIUMPH

THIS IS THE BEST INNING VIRAT HAS PLAYED: 
ROHIT SHARMA

Virat Kohli hit an unbeaten 
83 as India pulled off a mira-
cle four-wicket triumph over 
Pakistan in a final over thrill-
er at the ongoing ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup here at the 
iconic Melbourne Cricket 
Ground (MCG) on Sunday.
Following the sensational 

win, India skipper Rohit 
Sharma lauded Virat Kohli 
and called the batter’s MCG 
heroics inning as former 
captain’s best ever. 
Stating that it is always im-

portant to get off the mark 
well, Rohit said that this 
win would give them a lot 
of confidence. An explosive 
half-century by star batter 
Virat Kohli and a century 
stand with Hardik Pandya 
helped India defeat Paki-
stan by four wickets in their 
Group 2 clash. With this 

win, India is at top of Group 
2 with two points.
“Those two guys (Kohli and 

Pandya) are experienced. 
Staying calm and taking the 
game deep was very critical. 
Good for our confidence. 
Always crucial to get off the 
mark like this. We were in 

no position to win this. The 
way we won that’s more 
pleasing for us. Hats off to 
Virat for the way he batted, 
has to be the best innings he 
has played for India. I would 
like to thank everyone, it’s 
wonderful to see. Their sup-
port for us is very, very cru-

cial wherever we go,” Rohit 
Sharma said in a post-match 
presentation.
Rohit remarked that this 

victory will give them a lot 
of confidence and that it is 
always crucial to get off to a 
good start. 
“I was in the dressing room. 

I don’t have any words left. 
You got to expect something 
like this in a game like this. 
We wanted to stay in the 
game for as long as possible. 
That crucial partnership 
was a game-changing mo-
ment for us. The pitch had 
something in it. There was 
a nice carry. Some swing 
and seam. Good to see from 
the bowling perspective. 
They had a good partner-
ship (Iftikhar and Masood) 
after that. They batted well 
towards the end as well. But 
we knew we had to bat out 
of our skin to chase this,” he 
added.
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Indian skipper Rohit Sharma with teammates Hardik Pandya, Axar 
Patel, and Dinesh Karthik celebrates the dismissal of Pakistan’s 
Haider Ali during the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022 Super 12 Group 
2 match between India and Pakistan, at Melbourne Cricket Ground, 
in Melbourne on Sunday.

SENSATIONAL WIN 

WIN OVER PAKISTAN 

HEAPING PRAISES

Very happy with my 
bowling: Arshdeep Singh

Plan was to develop a big 
partnership, bat deep: Pandya

INDIAN CRICKET REACTS TO KOHLI’S MATCH 
WINNING MASTERCLASS AGAINST PAKISTAN

Following the sensational 
four-wicket win over Paki-
stan in the ongoing T20 
World Cup, India’s young 
pace sensation Arshdeep 
Singh said that he is hap-
py with his bowling as he 
struck early in the game.

With this win, India is at 
the top of Group 2 with two 
points. Ashdeep removed 
Pakistan openers Moham-

mad Rizwan and Babar 
Azam (c), and then he went 
on to take the wicket of Asif 
Ali to totally dismantle Pak-
istan’s batting order.

“We are just enjoying our 
game. I didn’t work too 
much on myself, just try-
ing to keep things simple as 
much as possible. The atmo-
sphere of the team is very 
good. We enjoy each other’s 
success and if a player has a 
bad day, we always stand by 
him, so it helps a lot,” Arsh-

deep Singh said after the 
match.

“Very happy with 
my bowling. We were 
talking from the beginning 
itself that we will take 
wickets in the starting 
and will restrict Paki-
stan from scoring big 
runs. All credit goes to 
our batters for the way they 
finished the game, especial-
ly Virat Kohli,” Arshdeep 
added.

Following his side’s five-
wicket win over Pakistan 
in their ICC T20 World 
Cup match, star Indian all-
rounder Hardik Pandya said 
that the plan was to develop 
a big partnership with Virat 
Kohli and bat deep.

An explosive half-century 
by star batter Virat Kohli and 
a century stand with Hardik 
Pandya helped India defeat 
Pakistan by four wickets 
in their Group 2, Super 12 
match of the ongoing ICC 
T20 World Cup at the iconic 
Melbourne Cricket Ground 

(MCG) on Sunday. “We 
wanted to form a partner-
ship and bat deep. We did 

not have the option of going 
for big shots as we were four 
down. We had the belief we 

could win,” said Pandya af-
ter the match.

Reflecting on his journey in 
these past six months, Pan-
dya said that his journey has 
been fantastic and he would 
not change anything for it.

“I had told Rahul sir (Rahul 
Dravid, head coach) that this 
is all I wanted to do after my 
comeback to the game, enjoy 
it, contribute as much as pos-
sible. There are certain stan-
dards I want to play with. I 
would like to thank every-
one who supported me, in-
cluding my family, trainers, 
physio etc. They all gave me 
confidence and ease,” he 
added.

After India’s win over 
Pakistan in their ICC T20 
World Cup match, legend-
ary Indian cricketer Sachin 
Tendulkar heaped praises 
on star batter Virat Kohli, 
saying that it was “undoubt-
edly the best innings of his 
life”. An explosive half-
century by star batter Virat 
Kohli and a century stand 
with Hardik Pandya helped 
India defeat Pakistan by 
four wickets in their Group 
2, Super 12 match of the on-
going ICC T20 World Cup 
at the iconic Melbourne 
Cricket Ground (MCG) on 
Sunday. “@imVkohli, it was 
undoubtedly the best in-
nings of your life. It was a 
treat to watch you play, the 
six off the back foot in the 
19th over against Rauf over 
long on was spectacular! 
Keep it going. #INDvPAK 
#T20WorldCup,” tweeted 
Tendulkar.

“Thriller of a game which 
has beautifully set up In-
dia’s #T20WC campaign! 

Crucial contributions by a 
number of individuals, but 
a special mention to Har-
dik’s partnership with Virat 
which was very crucial for 
#TeamIndia . #INDvPAK,” 
added Tendulkar in anoth-
er tweet.

BCCI secretary Jay Shah 
also congratulated the bat-
ter on his knock, saying 
that he had turned back the 
clock to showcase his skills 
while chasing.

“Turning back time! The 
chase master @imVkohli is 
back and what a match to 

showcase his skills. What a 
game we have witnessed to-
day! Congratulations #Tea-
mIndia #INDvsPAK2022@
BCCI @ICC,” tweeted Shah.

Indian middle-order bat-
ter Shreyas Iyer also ex-
tended his congratulations 
to Virat and Team India on 
the win.

“Take a bow, Virat What 
a win Team India,” tweeted 
Iyer.

Former Indian opener 
Wasim Jaffer also praised 
Kohli for his knock and con-
gratulated Men in Blue on 

their win.
“Take a bow @imVkohli 

An innings for the ages. 
Congratulations team India 
#INDvPAK,” tweeted Jaffer.

Former Indian spinner 
Amit Mishra also tweeted, 
“When the kingdom falls, 
the king rises... Take a bow 
King Kohli. #IndvsPak.”

Former Indian spin great 
Harbhajan Singh congratu-
lated India on their win as 
well. “Simply superb and 
one of the finest victories 
for Team India. Congratula-
tions from the bottom of my 
heart. What an innings by 
@imVkohli, @hardikpan-
dya7 & @arshdeepsinghh. 
You have all done a com-
mendable work. @BCCI,” 
tweeted Harbhajan.

Legendary all-rounder 
Yuvraj Singh also congratu-
lated India on a memorable 
triumph. “Kept his cool @
ashwinravi99 leaving that 
ball for a wide !!! What a 
game unbelievable!!’ #india-
vspak is always more than 
a game ‘ it’s an emotion !!! 
greatness personified @im-
Vkohli,” tweeted Yuvraj.

An explosive half-
century by star bat-
ter Virat Kohli and a 

century stand with Hardik 
Pandya helped India defeat 
Pakistan by four wickets 
in their Group 2, Super 12 
match of the ongoing ICC 
T20 World Cup at the iconic 
Melbourne Cricket Ground 
(MCG) on Sunday.

With this win, India is 
at top of Group 2 with two 
points. Chasing 160, India 
got off to a terrible start as 
opener KL Rahul was sent 
back to the pavilion by the 
pacer Naseem Shah for just 
four of eight balls. The open-
er disappointed in a crucial 
match once again, with an 
inside edge landing straight 
into the stumps. India was 
7/1 at this point.

India received second jolt 
when captain Rohit nicked 
one straight into the slips to 
Iftikhar Ahmed. The skipper 
lost his wicket for just 4 off 7 
balls to pacer Haris Rauf. In-
dia was two down at 10 runs 
in 3.2 overs.

Eyes were on Suryaku-
mar Yadav and Virat Kohli 
once again to stitch another 
partnership. Suryakumar 

started with a silky straight 
drive and took three on the 
very next ball.

Suryakumar was looking 
really good, but Rauf got 
the big fish after he nicked 
one to wicketkeeper Mo-
hammad Rizwan. India en-
dured another huge blow 
as Suryakumar was back in 
the pavillion for just 15 off 10 
balls. India was 26/3 in 5.3 
overs.

Axar Patel was the next 
batter on the crease. At end 
of powerplay in six overs, 
India was 31/3, with Vi-
rat (5*) and Axar (2*) at 
the crease. Patel also 
walked back after an 
unfortunate run-out for just 
2. India had sunk to 31/4. 
Patel’s dismissal though in-
volved Rizwan fumbling the 
runout and not hitting the 
stumps with the ball fully, 
but he got away with it.

Pandya and Kohli took 
India safe halfway their in-
nings, though singles contin-
ued without any boundaries. 
India was at 45/4 in 10 overs, 
with Virat (12*) and Pandya 
(7*) at the crease.

India reached the 50-run 
mark in 10.3 overs. Pandya 
hit Mohammad Nawaz for 
a huge six at the start of the 

12th over, hitting 
t h e  f i r s t s i x  o f 
t h e  i n - nings. 
Nawaz wa s  h i t 
for two more 
sixes, including a 

straight hit by 
Virat, giving 

India a valuable 
over which gave 

them 20 runs.
The duo brought up 
their 50-run stand 
in 40 balls.

At the end of 
15 overs, India 
touched the 100-

run mark. India 
was at 100/4, 

with Virat 

(42*) 
and 
Hardik (32*) 
at the crease. Thanks to these 
two, Men in Blue made a sol-
id recovery, getting 55 runs 
in the last five overs.

Rauf swung some momen-
tum to Pakistan’s side with 
an economical 16th over, 
conceding six. India needed 
54 off 24 balls. Six runs came 
from the next over, reduc-
ing the equation to 48 off 18 
balls.

Virat reached his half-
century in 43 balls. The star 

batter swung tides in favour 
of India once again, helping 
India get 17 more runs. Men 
in Blue needed 31 off 12 balls.

After Rauf dominated 
the 19th over, Virat 
swung things into 
India’s favour 
with two sixes 
in two balls. 
India needed 
16 in the final 
over.

This pair 
o f  b e -
loved 
play-
ers 
had to 

strike big in the last over, 
having scored 113 off 77 balls 
in their 77 balls. Pandya de-
parted to Nawaz’s first ball, 
scoring 40 off 37 balls. India 
needed 16 off 5 balls and the 

‘Finisher’ Dinesh Karthik 
was at the crease with 
Kohli. However, he was 

also stumped with two 
runs left and one ball 
to go.

Ashwin finished the 
match with a single, 
helping India clinch a 
four-wicket win. India 

finished at 160/6, with 
Kohli scoring an un-
beaten 82 off 53 balls, 
with six fours and four 
sixes and Ashwin un-
beaten at 1.
R au f  ( 2 /3 6 )  a n d 

Nawaz (2/42) were the 
pick of the bowlers for Paki-
stan. Naseem took a wicket 
too.

Early, fiery and top bowl-
ing spells by Hardik Pan-
dya and Arshdeep Singh 
helped India restrict arch-
rivals Pakistan to 159/8 in 
the high-voltage clash of the 
Super 12 stage of the ongo-
ing ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup at the iconic Melbourne 
Cricket Ground (MCG) in 
Melbourne on Sunday.

For India, Arshdeep Singh 
bagged three wickets Har-
dik Pandya returned with a 
stunning figure of 3-30.

Shan Masood top-scored 
for Pakistan with 52 not 
out while Iftikhar Ahmed 
played a crucial knock of 51 
runs.

Opted to bowl first, Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar’s fiery 
bowling gave an excellent 
start to India as he restricted 
Pakistan batters from scor-
ing runs. In the second over 
of the innings, Pakistan suf-
fered a huge blow as their 
star batter Babar Azam was 
sent packing for a first-ball 
duck by Arshdeep Singh 
without scoring a run.

New batter Shan Masood 
then came out to bat. In the 
fourth over of the innings, 
Arshdeep struck again as he 
dismissed Pakistan opener 
Mohammad Rizwan for 4 
runs off 12 deliveries, leav-
ing Men in Green tottering 
at 15-2. Arshdeep Singh the 
left-arm pacer removed 
both the Pakistani openers 
inside the powerplay to pro-
vide India with the upper 
hand in the match.

Iftikhar Ahmed then 
came out to bat. Iftikhar and 
Masood both opened their 

hands and slammed bound-
aries at regular intervals. 
After the powerplay, Paki-
stan’s score read 32-2.

Despite being under pres-
sure the duo of Iftikhar and 
Masood took their team’s 
total beyond the 50-run 
mark in the 9th over of the 
game. After 10 overs of the 
game, Pakistan’s score read 
60/2.

Iftikhar shifted gears and 
slammed back-to-back 
two huge sixes, hammer-
ing Axar Patel for 21 runs 
in the 12th over of the in-
nings. While slamming the 
Indian bowlers all around 
the ground Iftikhar brought 
up his half-century in 32 de-
liveries.

Mohammed Shami was 
brought back into the attack 
and he removed danger-
man Iftikhar for 51 off 34. 
Pakistan’s 76-run stand for 
the third wicket was finally 
broken.

Shadab Khan then came 
to the crease but the batter 
could not do much as he was 
sent back to the pavilion by 
Hardik Pandya after scor-
ing 5 runs off 6 balls in the 
14th over. In the same over 
Pandya struck again as he 
dismissed the new batter, 

Haider Ali, for 2 runs, the 
Pakistani batter was caught 
out by Suryakumar Yadav.

Mohammad Nawaz wel-
comed Pandya’s spell with 
a stunning four, however, 
his stint was cut short after 
scoring just 9 runs in 6 de-
liveries. At this point, Paki-
stan kept losing wickets at 
regular intervals. Arshdeep 
then delivered a stunning 
delivery to remove Asif Ali 
who was caught behind the 
wicket by Dinesh Karthik.

While hammering In-
dian bowlers all around 
the ground Shan Masood 
brought up his third T20I 
fifty in 40 balls. In the pen-
ultimate over of the innings, 
Shaheen Afridi slammed 
one four and one six on the 
delivery of Arshdeep.

In the last over, Bhuvnesh-
war sent Afridi packing 
after scoring 16 runs in 8 
deliveries. New batter Haris 
Rauf then came to bat and he 
slammed a huge six to guide 
his team to a competitive to-
tal of 159/8 in 20 overs.

Brief score: Pakistan 159/8 
(Shan Masood 52*, Iftikhar 
Ahmed 51; Hardik Pandya 
3-30) vs India: 160/6 (Virat 
Kohli 82*, Hardik Pandya 
40, Haris Rauf 2/36). 
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KOHLI STEERS INDIA TO FOUR-WICKET WIN 
OVER PAKISTAN IN A CLIFFHANGER

Arshdeep Singh

Hardik Pandya plays a shot during the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 
2022 Super 12 Group 2 match between India and Pakistan.

Virat Kohli in action against Pakistan.

A century stand between Virat Kohli and Hardik Pandya helped India defeat Pakistan by 
four wickets in their Group 2, Super 12 match of the ongoing ICC T20 World Cup.


