
The world on Tuesday 
witnessed the begin-
ning of a new era in 

the United Kingdom as the 
King Charles III appointed 
an Indian origin, non-white, 

Hindu Rishi Sunak as the 
Prime Minister of the coun-
try. Sunak, the son-in-law 
of the Infosys founder Na-
rayana Murthy is now the 
UK’s 57th prime minister 
after being asked to form 
a government by the King. 

History is made. Many 

records have been broken. 
Former UK Chancellor of 
the Exchequer Sunak is at 
the helm of affairs now af-
ter a roller coaster ride of 
politicking for the last few 
months. He is the third 
prime minister this year 
and entered the famed 

10 Downing Street as the 
youngest PM in 200 years 
as well as the first PM to 
take oath under the new King 
Charles III.

On Monday, he became 
the Conservative Par-
ty leader less than two 
months after he lost to Liz 

Truss in the Tory leader-
ship race. Sunak’s change 
in fate was triggered by the 
resignation of Truss after 
high-profile sackings and 
resignations in her Cabinet, 
following a heavily criti-
cised mini-budget that left 
the UK pound tumbling.

After meeting the King 
at the Buckingham Pal-
ace, the 42-year-old deliv-
ered his first speech as the 
prime minister. The new 
PM vowed to earn the trust 
of Britons amid economic and 
political turmoil. “Trust is 
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After assuming office, the new UK prime minister says his priority will be to end economic 
and political turmoil. “Trust is earned, and I will earn yours,” Sunak tells the nation. 

Security has been increased 
in Coimbatore with Rapid 
Action Force (RAF) person-
nel deployed across the city 
on Tuesday, following the 
incident in which a man 
was charred to death in in a 
car explosion triggered by an 
LPG gas cylinder blast. 

The RAF has been de-
ployed to carry out search 
and security operations 
across public areas like bus 
stands and railway stations. 
Coimbatore City Police late 
on Monday night arrested 
five men after a man was 

burnt to death when the car 
he was in a gas cylinder fit-
ted inside the car exploded 
at Ukkadam, near the famed 
Sangameshwarar temple in 
the city on Sunday morning. 

The accused identified as 
Mohammed Dhalha, Mo-
hammed Azarudeen, Mo-
hammed Riyas, Feroz Ismail, 
and Mohammed Navaz Is-
mail have been remanded to 
police custody. 

The body of the deceased 
recovered from the blast 
site has been identified as 
25-year-old Jamesa Mubin. 

Visuals from the CCTV 
footage near the house 
showed five people purport-

edly taking out a gunny bag 
from Mubeen’s house on Sat-
urday, police said 

During a search at Mu-
bin’s residence in the Kot-
taimedu area in Ukkadam, 
police said they recovered 
chemicals like potassium 
nitrate, aluminium, and sul-
fur, which are used to make 
crude bombs. “We have also 
recovered nails and ball 
bearing from the spot where 
the explosion happened. We 
have identified the source of 
the cylinders and the car. 
This could not be a suicide 
attack,” said state Director 
General of Police C Sylendra 

As Rishi Sunak takes charge 
as the prime minister of the 
United Kingdom on Tuesday, 
an unlikely debate surfaced 
in India with Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) president 
and former Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister Me-
hbooba Mufti sermonising 

the Union government to 
shun ‘discriminatory laws’ 
like NRC and CAA. 

Mehbooba said, “Proud 
moment that UK will have 
its first Indian origin PM. 

UK has accepted an ethnic 
minority member as its PM 
but India is still shackled by 
divisive and discriminatory 
laws like the NRC and CAA. 

BJP hit back. Union Minis-

ter Jitendra Singh on Tues-
day took on Mehbooba and 
said such kind of talks are 
done by those people who 
are “probably not complete-
ly familiar” with the history 
of the Republic of India. “I 
think such kind of talks are 
done by those people who are 
probably not completely fa-
miliar with the history of the 

The remnant of the cyclonic 
storm “Sitrang” which cre-
ated a deep depression over 
Bangladesh has further 
weakened into a depression 
over northeast Bangladesh, 
north-northeast of Agar-

tala and south-southwest 
of Shillong, informed India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) on Tuesday. 
“Deep Depression over 
Bangladesh (Remnant of Cy-
clonic Storm “SITRANG”) 
further weakened into a 
Depression and lay centred 

fReSH ADvISoRy 
To INDIAN cITIzeNS 
IN UKRAINe 
KYIV:  The Indian em-
bassy in Ukraine issued 
a fresh advisory on 
Tuesday for its citizens 
to leave the war-torn 
country immediately 
by available means. “In 
continuation of the 
advisory issued by the 
Embassy on 19th Oct, 
all Indian citizens in 
Ukraine are advised 
to immediately leave 
Ukraine by available 
means. Some Indian 
nationals have already 
left Ukraine pursuant 
to earlier advisory,” 
the Indian embassy in 
Ukraine capital said in a 
statement.

TAlKS BeTweeN 
JAISHANKAR, 
UK foReIGN 
SecReTARy 
NEW DELHI: Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar on Tuesday 
recieved a call from 
UK Foreign Secretary 
James Cleverly wherein 
both leaders discussed 
bilateral relations and 
the Ukraine conflict 
The talks come against 
the backdrop of the 
United Nations Security 
Council which is set to 
hold a discussion over 
Ukraine’s ‘dirty bomb’ 
threat.  “Great to speak 
with India’s External 
Affairs Minister @
DrSJaishankar today. 
We discussed the 
Russia-Ukraine crisis 
and that the UK will be 
challenging Russia’s 
rhetoric and allegations 
during the UNSC today,” 
tweeted Cleverly. 

top of the day

Three members of a Dalit 
family were killed and one 
sustained severe injuries 
when another family opened 
fire over molestation allega-
tions in Damoh on Tuesday, 
an official said. 

The incident occurred in 
Devran village under Dehat 
police station limits of the 
district on Tuesday morn-
ing. Damoh Superintendent 
of Police D R Teniwar said 
that there was a dispute 
between the family of Jag-
ish Patel and the family of 

New UK Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak on Tuesday reshuffled his 
Cabinet, retaining Jeremy Hunt as 
Chancellor, Ben Wallace as Defence 
Secretary, while appointing Domi-
nic Raab as Deputy Prime Minister 
and Suella Braverman as Home 

Secretary. 
Sunak is reshuffling his Cabinet 

after many of Truss’ ministers re-
signed or were sacked.
“Jeremy Hunt re-appointed as 
UK’s Chancellor of the Exchequer,” 
tweeted Conservative Party. Hunt 
was appointed chancellor by former 
prime minister Liz Truss 11 days ago, 
after turmoil in the financial mar-

kets following the mini-budget and 
its platform of unfunded tax cuts. 
Hunt - who replaced Kwasi Kwart-
eng - junked nearly all of Truss’ tax 
cuts and is credited with restoring 
some confidence in the markets. 

As a result, he had been expected 
to stay on as chancellor by many 
pundits.
“Dominic Raab has been appointed 

as Deputy Prime Minister and Jus-
tice Secretary,” added the Conserva-
tive Party. 

During the summer’s Tory leader-
ship contest, Raab was among the 
few Sunak-backers who carried on 
talking him up even when Truss’ 
victory was all but certain.

Last week, he pledged his sup-
port for Sunak after saying that 

he couldn’t back Boris Johnson as 
prime minister while the Partygate 
inquiry continued. 

Raab is a staunch Brexiteer and 
was Brexit Secretary in July 2018 

- quitting only months later in oppo-
sition to Theresa May’s Brexit deal. 

Meanwhile, Ben Wallace has been 
re-appointed as Defence Secretary 

For the second time in five 
days, Competition Commis-
sion of India (CCI) on Tues-
day slapped Google a pen-
alty of Rs 936.44 crore for 

abusing its dominant posi-
tion with respect to Play 
Store policies. The Commis-
sion also directed Google to 
modify its conduct within a 
defined timeline.

On 20 October, the tech gi-

ant was fined with Rs 1,337 
crore for anti-competitive 
practices related to Android 
mobile devices.  

Based on its assessment, 
the CCI said it found Google 

A partial eclipse of the sun 
began in India on Tuesday 
evening and it will be vis-
ible for the longest duration 
from Dwarka in Gujarat. 

The partial eclipse is vis-
ible over most of India in-
cluding some parts in the 
northeast. The ending of the 
eclipse will not be visible 
from India as it will be in 
progress after sunset. 

The obscuration of the sun 
by the moon will be approx-
imately between 40 and 50 
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Massive WhatsApp outage in India, 
service resumed after hours  

WhatsApp, the Meta-owned 
instant messaging platform 
was down for several hours 
in India on Tuesday with 
people unable to send or 

receive messages on their 
devices. 

Many users in India have 
reported that they are un-
able to access WhatsApp 
messenger on Android or 
iOS and even WhatsApp 
web to send messages to 

their contacts or groups. 
Several other countries 
have also reported the issue 
with WhatsApp, according 
to trackers. 

According to DownDetec-
tor, a website that reports on 
outages and other problems, 

many users reported issues 
in using WhatsApp since 
3:17 AM EDT (12:30 pm 
IST) as per the DownDetec-
tor tracker. 

Affected regions based on 
Downdetector’s heat-map 
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Ghamandi Ahirwar 
related to a woman. 

After that, Jagdish and his 
family members opened fire 

on the Ahirwar family around 6:30am 
on Tuesday. Three persons Manak 
Ahirwar (30), his father Ghamandi 
Ahirwar (60) and his mother Rajpyari 

(58) died on the spot while Manak’s 
brother sustained severe injuries in 
the incident. He was admitted to the 
district hospital. 

SP Teniwar said, “A case was registered 
in the matter under the Atrocities Act 
and further investigation is going on. 
There are six accused in the matter so 

far and efforts are on to nab the accused.” 
On the other hand, Collector S Krishna 

Chaitanya said, “The police team is pres-
ent on the spot to investigate the matter. 
The police will also investigate if there 
are any land-related issues or any old dis-
pute. The matter will be investigated and 
strict action will be taken accordingly.” 

include major cities like 
Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata, 

Bengaluru, Chennai, Hyderabad 
as well as Nagpur and Lucknow 
among others. “We’re aware that 

some people are currently having trouble 
sending messages and we’re working to re-
store @WhatsApp for everyone as quickly as 
possible.” - a Meta Company Spokesperson 
said. 

According to the heat map displayed on 

the Downdetector website, user-submitted 
problem reports are concentrated over the 
past 24 hours.

According to Downdetector, 70 per cent 
WhatsApp users reported issues in sending 
messages, while 24 per cent had issues in 
server connection and 7 per cent said they 
were facing app issues.  

Several other countries have also report-
ed the issue with WhatsApp, according to 
trackers. 

earned, and 
I will earn yours.”

“I stand here be-
fore you ready to 

lead our country into the fu-
ture, to put your needs above 
politics, to reach out and build 
a government that represents 
the very best traditions of 
my party. Together we can 
achieve incredible things,” 
said Sunak. “We will create 
a future worthy of the sac-
rifices so many have made 
and fill tomorrow and every 
day thereafter with hope,” he 
added. 

Sunak went on to say he 
has been chosen as leader of 
the Conservative Party and 
Prime Minister to fix some of 
the mistakes made by his pre-
decessor. “That work begins 
immediately,” he said, adding, 
“My government will build an 
economy that makes the most 
of the Brexit opportunities.” 

He also lauded former UK 
PM Liz Truss, paying tribute 
to her, he said, “I want to pay 
tribute to my predecessor 
Liz Truss. She wasn’t wrong 
to want to improve growth 
in this country. It is a noble 
aim and I admired her rest-
lessness to create change but 
some mistakes were made, 
not born of bad intentions 
but mistakes nonetheless.” 

He began his speech high-

lighting UK’s profound eco-
nomic crisis. Sunak said, 
“Right now our country is 
facing a profound economic 
crisis. The aftermath of Covid 
still lingers.” 

He also paid tribute to for-
mer PM Boris Johnson. The 
new UK PM said that he will 
always be grateful to Johnson 
for his “incredible achieve-
ments” as Prime Minister. 
He will treasure Johnson’s 
warmth and generosity of 
spirit. 

Responding to Sunak’s trib-
ute, Johnson tweeted, “Con-
gratulations to @RishiSunak 
on this historic day, this is the 
moment for every Conserva-
tive to give our new PM their 
full and wholehearted sup-
port.” 

Sunak added that he knows 
the mandate the Conserva-
tive Party earned in 2019 is 
not the sole property of one 
person, rather “it is a mandate 
that belongs to and unites all 
of us”. He pledged “a stron-
ger NHS, better schools, safer 
streets, control of our borders, 
protecting our environment, 
supporting our armed forces 
and levelling up.” 

Sunak ruled out an early 
general election, despite calls 
from Labour, the Scottish Na-
tional Party, the Liberal Dem-
ocrats and the Green Party. 

to be dominant in the 
markets for licensable OS 
for smart mobile devices 
and market for app stores 

for Android smart mobile OS, in India. 
The competition watchdog said selling 
in-app digital goods constitutes an im-
portant means for app developers to 
monetise their creations/innovations. 
However, for in-app digital goods to 
be distributed to purchasing users, de-
velopers must configure their apps so 
that all purchases of the digital goods 
go through Google’s payment system, 
which processes the transactions. 

The antitrust body said Google’s Play 
Store policies require the App develop-
ers to exclusively and mandatorily use 
Google Play’s Billing System (GPBS) 
not only for receiving payments for 
Apps (and other digital products like 
audio, video, games) distributed/sold 
through the Google Play Store but also 
for certain in-app purchases i.e. pur-
chases made by users of Apps after 
they have downloaded/ purchased the 
App from the Play Store. 

Further, app developers cannot, 

within an app, provide users with a 
direct link to a webpage containing 
an alternative payment method or 
use language that encourages a user 
to purchase the digital item outside of 
the app (anti-steering provisions), it 
said.

CCI said if the app developers do not 
comply with Google’s policy of using 
GPBS, they are not permitted to list 
their apps on the Play Store and thus, 
would lose out the vast pool of poten-
tial customers in the form of Android 
users. 

It said making access to the Play 
Store dependent on mandatory us-
age of GPBS for paid apps and in-app 
purchases is one-sided and arbitrary 
and devoid of any legitimate business 
interest. 

The app developers are left bereft of 
the inherent choice to use payment 
processor of their liking from the open 
market. The CCI has also examined 
the allegations of exclusion of rival 
UPI apps as effective payment options 
on Play Store. It was found that Google 
Pay has been integrated with intent 

flow methodology whereas other UPI 
apps can be used through collect flow 
methodology. 

CCI said it noted that the intent flow 
technology was superior and user-
friendly than collect flow technology, 
with intent flow offering significant 
advantages to both customers and 
merchants and the success rate with 
the intent flow methodology being 
higher due to lower latency. 

Google has informed the CCI that it 
had recently changed its policy and 
has allowed rival UPI apps to be inte-
grated with intent flow. Based on its 
assessment, the CCI in the statement 
concluded that making access to the 
Play Store, for app developers, depen-
dent on mandatory usage of GPBS for 
paid apps and in-app purchases con-
stitutes an imposition of unfair condi-
tion on app developers. Thus, Google 
is found to be in violation of the provi-
sions of Section 4(2)(a)(i) of the Act. 

It said Google is found to be follow-
ing discriminatory practices by not us-
ing GPBS for its own applications i.e., 
YouTube.

Rishi-Raj in 
King’s Britain

secoND iN 5 DAys: google fAces rs 
936 cr peNAlty

India witnesses partial 
solar eclipse 

coiMbAtore blAst: rAf DeployeD, 
5 ArresteD; bJp fiNDs isis liNK

percent at 
the t ime 

of the maximum 
eclipse in the 
north-western 

parts of the country. In oth-
er parts of the country, the 
percentage coverage will be 
less. 

In Delhi and Mumbai, the 
percentage coverage of the 
sun by the moon at the time 
of the greatest eclipse will be 
around 44 per cent and 24 
per cent respectively. 

The duration of eclipse 
from the beginning up to 

sunset time will be one hour 
and thirteen minutes in Del-
hi and one hour and nine-
teen minutes in Mumbai.

In Chennai and Kolkata, 
the duration of the eclipse 
from the beginning up to 
sunset time will be 31 min-
utes and 12 minutes respec-
tively. 

In Dwarka, the partial sun 
eclipse will be visible for one 
hour and forty-four-and-
a-half minutes. The partial 
solar eclipse occurred a day 
after Diwali. 

The eclipse is visible in the 

region covering Europe, the 
Middle East, north-eastern 
parts of Africa, western 
Asia, the North Atlantic 
Ocean and the North Indian 
Ocean.

India will witness a total 
solar eclipse on August 2, 
2027. 

A solar eclipse occurs on 
a new moon day when the 
moon comes in between the 
earth and the sun and when 
all three are aligned. A par-
tial solar eclipse will occur 
when the lunar disk covers 
the solar disk partially. 

Babu. 
Mean-

w h i l e ,  Ta m i l 
Nadu Bharatiya 
Ja n a t a  P a r t y 

President K Annamalai 
claimed that it was a terror 
attack with an ISIS link. He 
also questioned the ruling 
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam (DMK) government for 
state intelligence failure for 
the blast. 

Taking to Twitter, An-
namalai said, “Coimbatore 
Cylinder blast is no more a 

‘cylinder blast’. It’s a clear-
cut terror act with ISIS links. 
Will CM Stalin come out in 
the open and accept this? 
TN Govt is hiding this info 
for 12 hours now. Is this not 
a clear failure of the state 
intelligence machinery and 
DMK Govt?” 

He further claimed that 
terror elements were active 
in the state. “The accused 

who died during the course 
of planning this attack had 
clear-cut links to ISIS and 
was handled from outside 
the country. Still, some of 
the elements are active in 
TN soil. Go mercilessly after 
these nodes. CM M.K.Stalin, 
pls come out of your hiding 
and own your failure,” he 
added. 

Annamalai also said that 
state police should accept as 

a “suicide attack”. “A day be-
fore Diwali, a car exploded in 
Coimbatore. Raids by NIA 
and arrests have shown that 
Coimbatore has become a 
den of terrorists. Police 
have recovered 50 kg of am-
monium nitrate, potassium, 
sodium, fuse wire and 7-volt 
batteries from the residence 
of Jamesha Mubin (who died 
in the accident). Police have 
not disclosed this till now.”

on the radar

rahil nora chopra

MUlAyAM’s M-y 
legAcy 
Mulayam Singh Yadav has 
left a rich legacy for his 
son Akhilesh Yadav and for 
the Samajwadi party as 
well. But he has also left a 
challenge before them to 
fashion a new constituency 
that goes beyond the M-Y 
(Muslim-Yadav) platform 
to counter Modi’s heady 
cocktails of Hindutva, 
nationalism, social welfare 
and co-option of OBC and 
the most backward among 
them. Akhilesh’s main focus 
is on Kurmi and other OBC 
votes. Political observers say 
the SP’s M-Y base, coupled 
with the support of Kurmis, 
can create problems for the 
BJP in many seats in UP. 
However, SP had a coalition 
with Apna Dal (Kamerwadi), 
and Akhilesh wants to form 
a coalition with Bihar Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar’s 
JD(U) in UP. Nitish belongs 
to the Kurmi OBC commu-
nity, and the SP understand-
ably hopes to cash in on this 
to reach out to the OBCs in 
UP.  Naresh Uttam Patel 
was elected as the SP’s state 
president for the second 
time in a row. The SP’s move 
has been seen as an attempt 
to consolidate the numeri-
cally significant backward-
class voters behind the 
party. Patel also hails from 
the OBC Kurmi caste, and 
they can play a key role in 
elections in the Pratapgarh, 
Prayagraj, Sonbhadra, and 
Mirzapur regions.  Kurmis 
constitute about 7–8 % of UP 
population
. 

KUMArAswAMy’s 
rAthyAtrA
H.D. Kumaraswamy, the 
leader of the JD(S), has 
stated that his party will not 
form a poll alliance for the 
Karnataka assembly elec-
tions in 2023. He told that he 
would be announcing the 
first list of candidates for 
123-126 seats. The party will 
kickstart its ‘Pancharatna 
Rathyatra’ from Mulbagal in 
Kolar district on 1 November 
to spread awareness about 
its welfare programmes 
framed for the state. 
Kumaraswamy headed a 
coalition government with 
the two national parties in 
the past, for 20-months 
with the BJP from February 
2006, and with Congress for 
14-months after the 2018 
assembly polls.

DAlit presiDeNt 
Mallikarjun Kharge was 
elected as the third Dalit 
Congress president after 
D Sanjivaiah (1962) and 
Jagjivan Ram (December 
1969). He is the first leader 
outside the Gandhi legacy 
to hold the reins in over two 
decades.

Kharge will take the oath 
as party chief on 26th Oc-
tober in presence of Rahul 
Gandhi. Gandhi, the former 
party chief who is on a 
3500 KM long ‘Bharat Jodo 
Yatra’ had said that Kharge 
would decide upon his new 
role. Rahul Gandhi served 
as president from 2017 to 
2019, while his mother Sonia 
Gandhi served as interim 
president from 2019 to 2022.
Kharge will be facing many 
challenges while strength-
ening the oldest party before 
the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions.  The first challenge for 
Kharge is the Gujarat and 
Himachal Pradesh assem-
bly elections.  
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over northeast 
Bangladesh and 
neighbourhood 

about 90 km north-north-
east of Agartala, and 100 
km south-southwest of 
Shillong,” tweeted the IMD. 
Earlier today, under the in-
fluence of Cyclone Sitrang, a 
red alert indicating heavy to 
very heavy and extremely 
heavy rainfall has been is-
sued for Assam, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, and Tripura on 
Monday. 

Widespread rainfall ac-
companied by thunder-
storms, lightning, and 
heavy to very heavy and 
extremely heavy rain at iso-
lated places is likely to occur 
over Tripura on Monday 
and Tuesday, said the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) on Monday.
“Under Sitrang influence, 
widespread rainfall accom-
panied by thunderstorms/
lightning/heavy to very 
heavy and extremely heavy 
rain at isolated places is 

very likely to occur over 
Tripura on 24th & 25th Oc-
tober 2022,” IMD said in a 
press release. 

Earlier on Tuesday, the 
West Bengal government 
was witnessed taking all the 
precautionary measures, 
including evacuation of 
people, and supply of relief 
material to shelters, to deal 
with possible devastation 
under the impact of Cyclone 

‘Sitrang’. 
Civil defence teams are 

deployed at Bakkhali Sea 
Beach in South 24 Parganas. 
Tourists are not allowed 
to visit the beach and the 
shops have also been closed.

West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee on 
Monday appealed to the 
people to “stay alert” as 
there is a high chance of rain 
on Tuesday due to cyclone 
Sitrang.
“There is a high chance of 
rain on 25 October. There 
is an appeal to the people 
to avoid going out unnec-
essarily or to the sea areas 
including the Sundarbans. 

The state govt has made ar-
rangements,” said CM Ma-
mata Banerjee. 

The cyclonic storm “Si-
trang” pronounced as “Si-
Trang” over the northwest 
and adjoining the central 
Bay of Bengal crossed the 
Bangladesh coast between 
Tinkona and Sandwip close 
to Barisal during 9:30 pm to 
11:30 pm on Monday with a 
maximum sustained wind 
speed of 80-90 kmph gust-
ing to 100 kmph, IMD said.
“It lay centered at 11:30 pm 
on Sunday over coastal Ban-
gladesh near latitude 23.70N 
and longitude 90.80E, 
about 40 km east of Dhaka, 
50 km west-southwest of 
Agartala, and 120 km north-
northeast of Barisal (Bangla-
desh),” IMD officials said. 
“The cyclone is very likely 
to continue to move north-
northeastwards and weak-
en into a depression during 
next 6 hours and further 
into a well-marked low-
pressure area during sub-
sequent 6 hours,” it further 
said. 

Republic of 
India,” Singh said.  

BJP leader and 
former Union 

minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad hit asked Mehbooba 
if she will accept a minority 
as chief minister of Jammu 
and Kashmir. In a series 
of tweets, Prasad also re-
minded Mehbooba of the 

“extraordinary presidency” 
of APJ Abdul Kalam and 
Manmohan Singh as India’s 
prime minister for 10 years. 
“Mehbooba Mufti Ji! Will 
you accept a minority in 
Jammu and Kashmir as Chief 
Minister of the state? Please 
be frank enough to reply,” 
the senior BJP leader tweeted.

Taking to Twitter, BJP IT 

cell head Amit Malviya said 
India need not learn about di-
versity and inclusivity from 
any other country. “India, 
which has had three Mus-
lim and one Sikh President, 
a Sikh PM for 10 years, mi-
norities in top judicial posi-
tions and even the armed 
forces, need not learn about 
diversity and inclusivity 

from any other country. But 
Mehbooba must walk the 
talk and back a Hindu for 
J-K’s CM,” tweeted Malviya.

Meanwhile, Sunak, the first 
Indian-origin and Hindu 
Prime Minister of the UK, 
was seen wearing the sacred 
red Hindu ‘Kalawa’ thread 
during his first speech at 10 
Downing Street. 

by Sunak. 
Wallace was ap-
pointed Defence 
Secretary in July 

2019 and retained his post 
in Liz Truss’ government. 
Today’s continuity was antici-
pated given he’s been leading 
the UK response to the war 
in Ukraine. 

Suella Braverman has been 
re-appointed as Home Sec-
retary, less than a week after 
she resigned from the same 
role in Truss’ cabinet.

She was appointed Home 
Secretary, one of the top jobs 
in government, in September 
when Truss became the new 
prime minister. But she re-
signed last Wednesday over 
a “mistake”. 

In her resignation letter, she 
said she had sent an official 
document from her personal 
email address, breaking the 
ministerial code.

She also criticised Truss 
saying her government had 

“broken key pledges that were 
promised to voters”. 

Braverman is back as the 
person responsible for over-
seeing UK borders, policing 
and counter-terrorism. 

Meanwhile, Indian-origin 
British minister Alok Sharma 
lost his Cabinet position in 
PM Sunak’s reshuffle.

Jacob Rees-Mogg, one of 
Boris Johnson’s most loyal 
supporters, has resigned as 
Business Secretary while 
Brandon Lewis has stepped 

down as Justice Secretary.
James Cleverly has been re-

appointed as Foreign Secre-
tary, Downing Street said.

Cleverly was appointed For-
eign Secretary by Liz Truss 
in September. He’s been an 
MP for Braintree in Essex 
since 2015. 

Simon Hart has been ap-
pointed as the new chief whip 
in Rishi Sunak’s cabinet, re-
placing Wendy Morton. 

Hart has been the MP for 
Carmarthen West and South 
Pembrokeshire since 2010 
and served as Secretary of 
State for Wales under Boris 
Johnson between 2019 and 
2022.

Nadhim Zahawi will re-
main in Cabinet, despite ini-
tially backing Boris Johnson 
in the leadership race. He’s 
been made a minister with-
out portfolio - which grants 
him a Cabinet position with 
no specific responsibilities - 
and also party chairman, re-
placing Jake Berry. “Nadhim 
Zahawi has been appointed 
@Conservatives Party Chair-
man,” Conservative Party. 

Oliver Dowden has been 
appointed Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster, Downing 
Street has confirmed. 

Meanwhile, Grant Shapps, 
Oliver Dowden, Steve Barclay, 
Therese Coffey, Michael Gove 
and Gillian Keegan visited 10 
Downing Street, however, 
no more appointments have 
been made yet.

Security had been beefed up, in Coimbatore on Monday. The RAF 
team also now placed in sensitive points. (ANI)
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blessed viralin uttarakhand

advanced tech

In view of the partial solar eclipse, devotees took a holy dip at 
Triveni Sangam in Prayagraj on Tuesday.

Devotees were seen chanting and penancing at the banks 
of the Sangam.

Ram Das Mourya, a devotee said, “It is the belief that one 
gets spiritual benefits by taking a holy dip in Sangam on the 
day of a solar eclipse. One can get the blessings of God.”

Due to the partial solar eclipse, temples were also closed in 
Prayagraj on Tuesday.

“The sutak period started at 4 am this morning. All the 
temples and matths will remain closed. They will be open in 
the evening. During the period of eclipse, people should do 
bhajan kirtans,” said priest Gopal Ji.

It’s a well-known fact that veteran actor Jaya Bachchan 
hates paparazzi culture.

On the occasion of Diwali on Monday, the Bachchans 
hosted a party at their residence in Mumbai. To catch a 
glimpse of the guests who arrived at Amitabh Bachchan’s 
house last night, shutterbugs were stationed outside the 
megastar’s bungalow. Jaya Bachchan became angry on 
seeing cameramen gathered outside her house.

A video has been doing the rounds on the internet in 
which she is seen chasing away the paps stationed out-
side the bungalow, Pratiksha.

‘’Kaise flash kar rahe hai aap,” Jaya Bachchan can be 
heard saying in the clip. She also called them “intruders.”

One of the people gathered outside, presumed to be a 
paparazzo, was heard saying in Hindi, “Switch off the 
cameras.”

The doors of Kedarnath and 
Badrinath temples remained 
closed on Tuesday in view of 
the partial solar eclipse.

After the eclipse, puja was 
performed in the evening, 
the Chief Administrative Of-

ficer of the Shri Kedarnath-
Badrinath Temple Committee 
said. Badrinath-Kedarnath 
Temple Committee president 
Ajendra Ajay told the press 
that the doors of the temple 
were opened after the eclipse 
period.

This time, countries world-
wide witnessed a partial solar 

eclipse on Tuesday, a day af-
ter the festival of Diwali. The 
eclipse began before sunset 
in the late afternoon and was 
visible from most areas.

A solar eclipse occurs when 
the moon passes between the 
sun and the earth, obstruct-
ing the sun’s light from reach-
ing the earth. 

Adani Defence and Aerospace 
along with its partner Israel 
Weapon Industries (IWI) 
have unveiled India’s first AI 
based firing system ‘ARBEL’, 
the next-generation small 
arms solution at the DefExpo 
2022 being held at Gandhi-
nagar, Gujarat.

Soldier lethality and sur-
vivability are increased by 
ARBEL, a weapon-embed-
ded Intelligent Fire Control 

System (IFCS) based on 
motion sensors. It contains 
a rechargeable (field-level 
changeable) battery, control 
unit, motion and trigger sen-
sors, and microprocessor. The 
system doesn’t need a par-
ticular optical component to 
work and can be mounted on 
and combined with a variety 
of assault rifles and machine 
guns, including the TAVOR, 
ACE, and NAGEV. The user 
can choose the upper receiver 
and optic combination that 
best suits the mission at hand.

It offers a range of capabili-
ties, including rapid, accurate, 
and lethal fire and lethality in 
stressful combat situations 
and from less-than-ideal 
shooting positions, quick 
strikes on the enemy, proven 
effectiveness in all terrains of 
conflict, and environmental 
adaptability. AI-driven war-
fare is becoming more preva-
lent throughout the world. 
Due to the potential for AI 
to fundamentally alter the 
nature of the current state of 
international security.

devotees take holy 
dip in sangam in view 
of solar eclipse

Jaya bachchan lashes out 
at paparazzi on diwali, 
calls them ‘intruders’

doors of kedarnath, badrinath 
temples remained closed due 
to solar eclipse

adani defence & aerospace unveils 
ai-based futuristic firing system ‘arbel’

deterioration

Ahead of Diwali, in a bid to 
take care of the environment, 
the Haryana government is-
sued directions to allow green 
crackers only in the state. A 
complete ban was imposed 
on the manufacture, sale, and 
use of all kinds of firecrackers 
except green crackers. Be-
sides, certain spaces were ear-
marked for the sale of green 
crackers. Strict action would 
be taken against those selling 
firecrackers without a licence. 
Despite the clear instructions, 
air quality in most districts of 
the state continued to deterio-
rate on the occasion of Diwali, 
with the Air Quality Index 
(AQI) of Ballabgarh, a town 

in Faridabad district, being 
recorded as the worst in the 
state and nearly equal to the 
national capital Delhi, which 
recorded 326 AQI on the 
same day.Besides, Gurugram, 
Faridabad, and Charkhi Dadri 
were among the districts with 
more than 300 AQI, which is 
known as severe air quality. 
The data was recorded at 8 
am on October 25, 2022.

According to the Central 
Pollution Control Board’s 
environment app "Sameer", 
the AQI was in the very poor 
category (known as the "red 
zone») in Ballabgarh (323), 
Gurugram(314), Faridabad 
(312), and Charkhi Dadri 
(302), counted as hazardous 
and falls in the "severe" cat-
egory.

AQI dips in 
Haryana: Faridabad, 
Gurugram emerge 
as most polluted 
cities on Diwali
RavindeR Malik
Chandigarh 

countering

In view of the pollution in the 
national capital, Delhi Envi-
ronment Minister Gopal Rai 
on Tuesday flagged off 150 
mobile smog guns from the 
Delhi Secretariat.

“The day after Diwali has 
recorded the lowest pollution 
in the last five years. There has 
been a reduction of 30 percent 
in pollution compared to last 
year itself,” he said while 
sharing the figures from the 
last five years. The environ-
ment minister congratulated 
the citizens for their efforts 
towards keeping pollution 
under control.

“The festival of Diwali was 
celebrated with great pomp 
yesterday, but I want to con-
gratulate the people of Delhi 
that, due to your efforts, the 
level of pollution has not in-

creased today compared to 
every year. Today is the low-
est level of pollution in the 
last five years. Last year it 
was 462, but today it has come 
down to 323. That is, there is 
a shortfall of about thirty per-
cent,” he said.

On the incidents of fire-
crackers being burned, Go-
pal Rai added that while some 
people did burst crackers, it is 
expected that awareness will 
gradually increase among 
them as well. Since the AQI 
in Delhi is still 323 and it is 

increasing with increasing 
frost. That’s why efforts are 
continuing.

“Today we are starting 150 
mobile smog guns. Last year 
we started 10 such smog guns. 
Out of these 150 mobile smog 
guns, two smog guns will be 
installed in every assembly of 
Delhi, i.e., a total of 70 assem-
blies, and the rest will be in-
stalled at pollution hot spots. 
A mobile smog gun will hold 
seven thousand litres of water 
and will cover an area of ten 
km on one side,” he added.

delhi environment minister 
flags off 150 mobile smog guns 
to curb air pollution
TDG NETWORK
nEW dELhi

pollution

A day after Diwali, the 
air quality in Mumbai re-
mained in the “poor” cat-
egory with the overall air 
quality index (AQI) at 290.

According to the System 
of Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting and Research 
(SAFAR), the AQI in the 
overall Mumbai region was 
in the “very poor” category. 

In Andheri, AQI was in 
the “very poor” category at 
358. In BKC and Borivali, 
the AQI remained “poor” 
at 293 and 232, respectively. 
In Chembur and Malad, 
AQI was “very poor” at 
319 and 375, respectively. 
However, in the Worli area, 
the air quality was in the 
“satisfactory” category. In 
Pune, the air quality was 
‘poor’ with an overall AQI 
of 208.

mumbai’s air quality 
in poor category 
post-diwali
TdG neTWORk
nEW dELhi

hard to breathe

The day after Diwali, 
Delhi was wrapped 
in a blanket of smog 

as the air quality on Tues-
day remained in the “very 
poor” category with an 
overall air quality index 
(AQI) of 323.

According to the System 
of Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting and Research 
(SAFAR), the AQI in the 
overall Delhi region was in 
the “very poor” category 
at 323. However, in Lodhi 
Road, the AQI was in the 
‘poor’ category at 273.

In the Delhi University 
area and Pusa, the AQI re-
mained in the “very poor” 
category at 365 and 322 
respectively. Further, near 

IIT Delhi, the AQI was in 
the ‘poor’ category at 280. 
At Mathura Road, the AQI 
was in the “very poor” cat-

egory at 322. Around Delhi 
airport, the AQI remained 
in the “very poor” category 
at 354.

Meanwhile, firecracker 
waste was seen in various 
parts of Delhi and the na-
tional capital region post-

Diwali celebrations.
It is worth noting that the 

Delhi government also pro-
hibited the manufacture, 
storage, sale, and bursting 
of firecrackers this year, im-
posing fines and jail terms 
in the event of a violation.

In a bid to reduce vehicu-
lar pollution, the Delhi gov-
ernment also announced 
the ‘Red Light on Gaadi Off’ 
campaign.

Under the campaign, pub-
lic representatives and offi-
cials will motivate commut-
ers to turn their vehicles off 
at red lights in a bid to curb 
vehicular pollution.

The air quality in the na-
tional capital is also affected 
because of stubble burning 
in the surrounding Punjab, 
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, 
and Rajasthan in the winter.

day after diwali, delhi’s air 
quality in ‘very poor’ category

post-diwali 
pollution tracker

TdG neTWORk
nEW dELhi

Smog covering the capital after diwali.

Mobile smog guns.

top of the day

two charred to 
death after bus 
catches fire in 
ranchi 
ranChi: The driver and 
helper of a bus were 
burnt to death after the 
bus caught fire to the 
flames of earthen lamps 
kept inside on diwali 
night in ranchi. The tragic 
incident took place at 
Khadgarha bus stand un-
der the ranchi Lower Ba-
zar police station area on 
Monday night. according 
to ranchi Police, on the 
night of diwali, the driver 
and the helper performed 
puja in the bus. They 
lit diyas inside the bus. 
after the puja, they slept 
inside the bus. Mean-
while, the flame of the 
burning diyas engulfed 
the bus, which was on 
fire. Both the driver and 
the helper were charred 
to death. The bus was to 
leave for its destination on 
Tuesday morning. after 
getting information, the 
fire tenders rushed to the 
spot, but by then the bus 
was completely raged up. 

india logs 1,334 
new cases of 
covid-19 in last 
24 hours
nEW dELhi: india re-
corded a slight decline in 
the coronavirus infection 
with 1,334 fresh cases re-
ported in the last 24 hours 
on Monday as compared 
to the 1,994 cases a day 
earlier. The Ministry of 
health and Family Welfare 
informed that the country 
has observed 1,557 recov-
eries from the Covid-19 
infection in the last 24 
hours, which stands at a 
current recovery rate of 
98.76 per cent, taking the 
total recoveries of this viral 
disease to 4,40,91,906. The 
country’s current active 
caseload stands at 23,193, 
with active cases now 
constituting 0.05 percent 
of the country’s total posi-
tive cases.

india 
repatriates 5 
bangladeshis 
held on border 
nEW dELhi: The indian 
Border Security Force 
(BSF) has repatriated 
five Bangladeshi nation-
als, including two women 
and two children, to their 
country after they were ap-
prehended by the Border 
Security Force (BSF) while 
crossing the international 
border between the two 
countries and attempting 
to enter indian Terri-
tory. The BSF handed over 
these five Bangladeshi 
nationals to Border guard 
Bangladesh (BgB) on 
Monday at 8.30 am, the 
force said on Tuesday. 

3 labourers run 
over by train  
in delhi
nEW dELhi: Three peo-
ple have been run over by 
a train between Badli Yard 
and holambi in delhi. The 
bodies were found lying 
a little away from Badli 
station towards holambi. 
The deceased were 
identified as Mohd hafiz, 
Mohd Shahrukh (both 
are relatives) and riyazul. 
all of them are in the age 
bracket ranging from 19 
to 21 years. all of them 
were labourers work-
ing in the Badli indus-
trial area and residing in 
rented premises in rana 
Park, Village Siraspur, 
delhi.

LOCATION AQI

IIT Delhi 280
Delhi 
 University 365
Pusa  322
Mathura Road 322
Delhi airport 354
Ghaziabad 301 
Noida 303
Greater Noida 270
Gurugram 325
Faridabad 256
Mumbai 290
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devotees taking holy dip at the Sangam.

Jaya Bachchan caught on camera while she was lashing out.



Lucknow Police registered 
a non-cognizable offence 
against a woman after a vid-
eo of her went viral on social 
media in which she can be 
seen destroying the shops of 
roadside diya sellers in the 
city’s Gomti Nagar on Diwali.

The incident was reported 
in Patrakarpuram, located 
in the Gomti Nagar area of 

Lucknow on Monday.
In the viral video, it can be 

seen that a woman holding a 
stick in her hand suddenly 
comes out of the house and 
attacks the diya shops on the 
roadside. She can be seen de-
stroying shops one after the 
other.

An investigation is under-
way.
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accountability

3-Member committee formed to find 
violators behind illegal cutting of 
6,000 trees in Corbett Tiger Reserve
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has constituted 
a three-member committee 
to identify the violators in 
connection with the alleged 
illegal cutting down of 
6,000 trees in the Corbett 
Tiger Reserve in the Kal-
agarh Tiger Reserve Divi-
sion in Uttrakhand.

A bench of the NGT 
headed by Justice Adarsh 
Kumar Goel, after going 
through the report filed by 
the Forest Survey of India 
(FSI), noted that the illegal-
ity in cutting down trees 
is clearly acknowledged. 
Thus, accountability for 
such violations needs to 
be fixed and damage to the 
environment restored, fol-
lowing due process of law, 
said the bench. 

The bench, in an order 
passed on October 21, 
2022, stated that they con-
stitute a three-member 
committee comprising the 
Director General (DG) of 
the Forest Department, 
the DG of Wildlife De-
partment, and the DG of 

Project Tiger to identify 
the violators and the steps 
required for restoration of 
the environment. Its report 
with specific recommenda-
tions may be furnished to 
the Secretary of the Min-
istry of Environment, For-
est and Climate Change 
(MoEF&CC) within one 
month, and the steps for 
further course of action on 
the matter will be finalised 
within the next one month. 
Until then, the project 
(which project) may be 
halted, according to NGT.

The matter has been 
taken up suo motu by the 
Tribunal in the light of the 
media report to the effect 
that 6,000 trees have been 
illegally cut in the Corbett 
Tiger Reserve in the Kal-
agarh Tiger Reserve Divi-
sion in Uttrakhand. 

It is further stated that the 
Forest Survey of India (FSI) 
was asked to assess the sta-
tus of these illegally felled 
trees.

The Tribunal noted the 
FSI report, which stated 
that the area of clear felling 
at different sites had been 

calculated using the GPS 
survey, done by the GIS 
team of FSI and the Google 
Earth imagery.

The number of trees ob-
served per hectare from all 
the inventory plots when 
multiplied by the area fig-
ures of a particular site 
gives the number of esti-
mated trees fallen at that 
particular site. 

By adding the estimated 
trees at different sites, the 
total estimated number 
of trees felled in the study 
area is calculated. 

The standard error of es-
timates has come out to be 
10.31 trees, which is within 
the acceptable limit, the re-
port said.

The standard error per-
centage has been calculated 
as 2.72 percent, which is 
quite low and acceptable. 
The standard error has 
been used for the calcula-
tion of the 95 per cent confi-
dence limit for the estimat-
ed number of trees felled. 
The FSI report stated in its 
site-wise area of clear fell-
ing and estimated number 
of trees felled.

in tamil nadu
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Cleanliness in the city is likely to be 
compromised as sanitary workers of 
the Coimbatore City Municipal Cor-
poration (CCMC) have announced an 
indefinite strike.

More than 7,000 people are employed 
as sanitary workers by the CCMC, in-
cluding 2,750 permanent employees. 
The temporary workers’ demand that 
their wages be revised. As a result, 
waste has accumulated on the road-
sides in big bags.

This is not only harmful to the envi-
ronment but to humans also, as this 
could bring diseases.

It is high time for the state to wake 

up, listen to their demands and work 
accordingly.

Also, these people went on an indefi-
nite strike from October 2 to press for 
their 18-point charter of demands.

City Health Officer (CHO) Dr. Pradeep 
V Krishna Kumar held talks with the 
representatives of sanitary workers’ 
welfare associations on Tuesday night, 
but it ended in failure.

Sanitary workerS go on an indefinite 
Strike in coimbatore

The woman destroying the diya shop.

brawl

futuriStic diSeaSe

loSS

Stone pelting between 
two communities in 
Vadodara on Diwali night

robotS Serve food, do firefighting, other 
taSkS at houSing Society in Jaipur

india’S tally of monkeypox now at 
19 after nigerian teStS poSitive

Bande Mutt seer 
Basavalinga 
Swami found 
dead in Ramnagar

An incident of stone pelting 
between two communities 
was reported in the Panigate 
area of Gujarat’s Vadodara on 
Monday, Diwali night.

According to police, the situ-
ation has been brought under 
control and footage from 
CCTVs is being scrutinized. 
An inquiry is underway, and 

eyewitnesses are being ques-
tioned.

“An incident of stone pelt-
ing occurred near the Muslim 
Medical Center in Panigate 
last night. Police immediately 
reached the spot and took 
action. The situation is com-
pletely under control. The 
CCTVs are being checked and 
an inquiry with the eyewit-
nesses is underway to iden-
tify the cause of the incident, 

“Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (DCP) Yashpal Jaganiya 
said.

“Stones were pelted at each 
other in a clash between two 
communities on the late night 
of Monday in Vadodara’s Pan-
igate area. Many vehicles were 
set on fire and shops were also 
vandalized,” the DCP said.

He further said that the Va-
dodara Police made efforts to 
control the situation.

A residential society in Jaipur, 
the Gulmohar Garden Soci-
ety, has acquired four robots 
that provide services as food 
servers, fire-fighters, recep-
tionists, and cleaners.

These can also be seen 
functioning here as security 

guards and watering trees 
and plants. They also receive 
and acknowledge complaints. 
A resident said it is a different 
experience. Earlier, humans 
used to serve food, but now 
robots are doing it. “We saw 
this in expensive hotels, now 
it is happening in our society. 
We feel good,” he said.

Society secretary Sher 

Singh said, “We have bought 
robots. Whom do we seek 
various services from?We 
just got four robots. They 
include a fire-fighting robot. 
We will see in 6 months how 
it goes.”

He said, “There is a dan-
ger to the lives of workers in 
some tasks, such as manual 
scavenging. The robot checks 

the gas inside and helps the 
workers. This reduces the 
risk of injury. We have also 
deployed security guards and 
firefighting robots.”

The robots are environ-
ment-friendly as they can 
be charged with electricity. 
They also have a solar panel 
for charging, said the society 
secretary.

India’s tally of monkeypox 
cases now stands at 19 af-
ter another Nigerian citizen 
tested positive for the virus 
in Delhi.

According to the sources, 
“the latest case is of a Nigerian 
who is admitted at Lok Nayak 

Jai Prakash Hospital (LNJP) in 
Delhi. The patient is stable and 
under treatment.” The major-
ity of cases are of African ori-
gin, with symptoms like light 
fever, mouth ulcers, genital 
ulcers, weakness, skin lesions, 
body aches, and eye irritation.

According to the experts, the 
symptoms take 6–13 days after 
contracting the virus and re-

main for 5–12 days. The symp-
toms include fever, headache, 
muscle aches, chills, swollen 
lymph nodes, and fatigue.

The latest data available 
on the US Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
website is that over 28, 000 
monkeypox cases have been 
confirmed in the US, with six 
deaths and 75,568 global cases.

Basavalinga Swami, the 
seer of Sri  Kanchugal 
Bande Mutt, was discov-
ered dead in a mutt room 
in Ramnagara district, ac-
cording to police.

The police officials sus-
pect that the seer had an 
unnatural death. “A two-
page death note was found 
in the room of the mutt in 
Ramnagara district, where 
the pontiff ’s body was 
found yesterday after an 
unnatural death,” said the 
Kudur police officials.

According  to  pol ice 
sources, a group of people 
were mentally harassing 
Basavalinga Swami over an 
audio conversation with a 
lady.

“Many pontiffs of various 
mutts participated in the 
final rights,” police officials 
said.

A case has been regis-
tered in connection with 

the matter at the Kudur Po-
lice Station and investiga-
tions are underway.

“Seer’s last rights were 
performed on Monday eve-
ning in the premises of the 
mutt, many pontiffs of dif-
ferent mutts participated in 
the final rights,” said police 
officials.
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Basavalinga Swami

The Pune Bar Associa-
tion ruled out receiv-
ing notice from the 

registrar’s office that allegedly 
barred women from “arrang-
ing their hair in open court” 
since it “disturbs the func-
tioning of the court.”

The notice, which surfaced 
on the internet, read, “It is re-
peatedly noticed that women 
advocates are arranging their 
hair in open court, which is 

disturbing the functioning of 
the court. Hence, women ad-
vocates are hereby notified to 
refrain from such acts.”

According to the President 
of PBA, Pandurang Thorve, 
if any notice gets issued from 
the registrar’s office, “it has to 
come to PBA. As far as this 
notice, which is vital on social 
media, is concerned, PBA has 
never received such notice”.

Thorve confirmed that he 
was present in court on the 
last working day, which was 
October 20, but he himself 

did not see any such notice.
“PBA itself has five women 

on the panel and no one com-
plained about this notice,” he 
said. Meanwhile, senior Ad-
vocate Indira Jaising took to 
Twitter and wrote, “Wow, 
now look! Who is distracted 
by women’s advocates and 
why!.” 

However, the notice was 
withdrawn within two days.

“Success at last, the notice 
has been withdrawn Thank 
you, everyone,” tweeted Ad-
vocate Indira Jaising.

ruled out

pune bar aSSociation denieS 
receiving notice barring women 
from ‘arranging hair in court’

A copy of the notice that went viral on the internet.

Sanitation workers participating at the strike.

TDG NETWORK
PUNE

in kerala

The Kerala High Court on 
Tuesday extended the stay 
on the appointment of Priya 
Varghese, wife of the Kerala 
Chief Minister’s Private Sec-
retary, KK Ragesh, as an as-
sociate professor at Kannur 
University till 2 November.

KK Ragesh is a CPIM lead-
er and a former Rajya Sabha 
MP. The Single Bench of 
Justice Devan Ramachan-
dran extended the stay and 
adjourned the matter to No-
vember 2.

The stay has come in a peti-

tion filed by the second rank 
holder seeking a directive to 
the Kannur University and 
its selection committee to 
rework the rank list for the 
post of Associate Professor 
in the Malayalam depart-
ment of the Kannur Univer-
sity after removing Priya 
Varghese.

“Priya Varghese was not 
qualified enough to be called 
for the interview as she did 
not have the requisite teach-
ing experience,” alleged the 
petition.

hc extendS Stay on 
appointment of cpim 
leader’S wife in 
kannur univerSity
TDG NETWORK
KocHI

viral

lucknow woman 
deStroyS roadSide 
diya ShopS on diwali
TDG NETWORK
LUcKNoW

top of the day

3 dead, 2 
inJured after 
car ramS into 
road divider in 
chitradurga
cHItraDUrGa: as many 
as three people were killed 
while two others were 
critically injured after their 
car rammed into a road 
divider in chitradurga, said 
traffic police officials on 
tuesday. the tragic ac-
cident occurred near the 
tourist Guest House. the 
injured were shifted to 
the hospital by the police 
officials. according to the 
chitradurga traffic Police, 
two out of the three people 
who died in this accident 
belonged to medehalli, 
while the third person 
hailed from bengaluru. In-
vestigations into the mat-
ter are underway.

ten inJured 
while burSting 
crackerS in 
hyderabad
HYDErabaD: on the oc-
casion of Diwali, 10 people 
were injured and hos-
pitalised while bursting 
firecrackers in Hyderabad 
on monday. the injured, 
including children, are be-
ing treated at the state-run 
Sarojini Devi Eye Hospital 
in mehdipatnam. civil 
Surgeon Dr Najabi begum 
said, “Yesterday (a day 
before Diwali) we had 
three cases. today we got 
10 cases, out of which 4 
were serious. a child lost 
his eye and the other three 
will have to undergo sur-
gery.” the telangana State 
Pollution control board 
(tSPcb) has recently 
cracked down on the sale 
of banned firecrackers 
on the occasion of Diwali. 
Dedicated teams were 
formed to implement the 
orders of the pollution 
control board.

11 fire accidentS 
reported in 
thane on diwali
tHaNE: With the Diwali 
celebrations across the 
nation, as many as 11 fire 
accidents were reported 
in thane, said thane 
municipal corporation 
officials. “the thane Fire 
brigade received a total of 
16 calls yesterday, out of 
which 11 were about fires 
caused due to firecrack-
ers,” said the officials 
of the thane municipal 
corporation. the officials 
also informed us that 
there were no casualties 
or injuries reported in any 
of the incidents. In another 
incident, a fire broke out 
in a godown in mumbai’s 
Sakinaka area. accord-
ing to the mumbai Fire 
brigade, a level-2 fire 
broke out at a godown 
on mumbai’s Sakinaka-
Khairani road.

fire breakS out 
at godown in 
mumbai
mUmbaI: a fire broke out 
in a godown in mum-
bai’s Sakinaka area on 
tuesday. according to the 
mumbai Fire brigade, a 
level-2 fire broke out at 
a godown on mumbai’s 
Sakinaka-Khairani road. 
after getting the informa-
tion, fire tenders rushed to 
the spot. currently, eight 
fire tenders are on the 
spot to put the fire under 
control. the cause of the 
fire is yet to be ascertained. 
So far, no injuries have 
been reported. meanwhile, 
several incidents of fire 
were reported from maha-
rashtra on monday. 
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BJP OPENS 
NEW OFFICE IN 
SHIMLA AHEAD OF 
HIMACHAL POLLS
SHIMLA: Ahead of the Hi-
machal Pradesh assembly 
polls slated for next month, 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) opened its new office 
in Shimla on Sunday. The 
new BJP Shimla mandal 
office on the Mall Road was 
inaugurated by senior BJP 
leader Ganesh Dutt. Dutt 
exuded confidence about 
BJP coming back to power 
in Himachal Pradesh. He 
also expressed confidence 
over the victory of BJP 
candidate Sanjay Sood from 
the Shimla Urban seat. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
Ganesh Dutt said, “BJP will 
definitely win this (Shimla 
Urban) seat and we will 
form a strong government.

CONGRESS NAMES 
PUSHPENDRA AS 
ITS HAMIRPUR 
CANDIDATE
CHANDIGARH: Congress’s 
Central Election Commit-
tee (CEC) has fielded Dr. 
Pushpendra Verma from 
the Hamirpur Assembly 
seat. Dr. Verma is currently 
on the post of General 
Secretary of the Himachal 
Pradesh Medical Asso-
ciation. CEC has issued 
a letter announcing the 
nomination of Dr. Pushpen-
dra Verma from Hamirpur 
just two and a half hours 
before nomination filing 
time ends. According to the 
information, a letter in this 
regard has been issued by 
the General Secretary of 
Congress CEC, Mukul Was-
nik. Dr. Verma is currently 
serving as Health Officer 
in Hamirpur. Congress 
has given him a ticket just 
before the nomination for 
this seat today. Today is the 
last day of nominations. 
Earlier in Hamirpur, there 
was a problem in deciding 
the Congress candidate. 
Ashish had announced to 
contest as an independent. 
State Congress President 
Pratibha Singh and election 
campaign committee presi-
dent Sukhwinder Singh 
Sukhu remained stuck in 
deciding the candidate in 
Hamirpur due to a lack of 
consensus.

AIR QUALITY 
IMPROVES IN 
PUNJAB AFTER 
DIWALI THIS YEAR
CHANDIGARH: Punjab 
has observed the Aver-
age Air Quality Index (AQI) 
reduction of 16.4 per cent 
from last year and 31.7 
per cent from 2020, state 
Environment Minister 
Gurmeet Singh Meet 
Hayer said on Tuesday. He 
added that due to constant 
efforts of the Punjab Pol-
lution Control Board and 
appeals by CM Bhagwant 
Mann, this year’s air quality 
improved as compared 
to last year’s on the day 
of Diwali. He said that 
during 2021 as well as in 
2020 no city remained in 
the moderate category of 
AQI whereas this year two 
cities — Khanna and Mandi 
Gobindgarh — remained 
in the moderate category 
of AQI. Overall, all six cities 
have observed a reduction 
in the AQI during this year’s 
Diwali as compared to last 
year’s Diwali days, said the 
Minister, adding the aver-
age AQI of Punjab was 224 
(poor) as compared to 268 
(poor) in 2021 and 328 (very 
poor) in 2020. 

The Vimukt caste body on Mon-
day observed a Black Diwali and 
protested outside cabinet minis-
ter Baljit Kaur’s house in Farid-
kot against the abolition of 2 per 
cent reservation in government 
jobs for the community.

The protesters said they 
were on an indefinite protest 
and lit diyas with their blood. 
“Regarding the Elementary 

Teachers Test in Punjab de-
tails of around 170 children 
from the Vimut caste have 
been scrutinised and they are 
being harassed unnecessarily,” 
said the protestors.

“We have lit blood lamps 
outside the house of cabinet 
minister Baljeet Kaur and we 
are sitting on a dharna with 
our small children. People are 
celebrating Diwali but we are 
celebrating Black Diwali to-
day,” said the protesters. 

OVER RESERVATION

VIMUKT CASTE STAGES 
PROTEST IN FARIDKOT
TDG NETWORK  
CHANDIGARH

Congress in Himachal Pradesh 
is relying on the former Chief 
Minister late Virbhadra 
Singh’s legacy in the state.

The state congress Chief 
and wife of the late Virbhadra 
Singh, Pratibha Singh, said on 
Sunday that the people of the 
state want to see the picture of 
Virbhadra Singh in the cam-
paign and want to bring back 
the congress party in power. 
“We don’t have any shortage 
of leaders; we shall bring all 
leaders for the campaign as per 
the need in the campaign for 
the Assembly elections here. 
We will be going without him 
(Virbhadra Singh) to the elec-
tions. He was the only leader 
who used to bring everyone 
together, we shall try to carry 
and we are carrying his legacy. 
People have demanded Virb-
hadra’s face in the campaign 

as a big poster as they still 
remember his love, affection, 
and contribution to the state. 
We are definitely winning the 
state elections and will form 
the government,” she said.

The Congress Chief said that 
the BJP leadership is trying to 
credit those development works 
done by Virbhadra Singh but 
the people remember the devel-
opment works in each and every 
corner of the state.

“4 medical colleges were giv-
en during the Government of 
Manmohan Singh in the state, 
IIT was given for Mandi and 
many such developments were 
done in the state,” she added.

She slammed Himachal 
Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur 
for taking credit for the devel-
opment done by Virbhadra 
Singh.

“They (BJP) are taking credit 
for the development done by 
the others, during the past 

five years the Chief Minister, 
Jai Ram Thakur has com-
pleted and inaugurated those 
projects which were initiated 
with budget by Virbhadra 
Singh, people want to see that 
development back and we 
shall bring congress in power 
to resume that development,” 
said Singh.

On being asked about the 
infighting, and distribution 
of tickets and for her being 
in the fray for chief minister-
ship, she said that the party 
will collectively fight to win 
the maximum seats and form 
the government.

“As far as you talk about the 
distribution, it has been done 
after conducting surveys and 
also, we were able to distrib-
ute the tickets as people de-
manded. We wanted the win-
nable people to come forward. 
People are disappointed with 
the BJP government in the 

state. People were expecting 
that the double-engine gov-
ernment will do big work in 
the state. They are now com-
paring the BJP with the devel-
opment done by Virbhadra 
Singh Ji, people of the state 
have made up their minds to 
elect the congress in the state. 
What we have assured as ten 
guarantees, we shall fulfil all 
as we have studied the finan-
cial implications. Be it the Old 
Pension Scheme, Start-up 
fund for youth, employment 
and many such others,” said 
the Congress leader.

Refuting the rumours of in-
fighting in the state Congress 
leadership, she said, “There is 
no infighting in the state Con-
gress leadership, winnabil-
ity was the prime criteria and 
tickets were given accordingly, 
we are trying to put in place 
everything those who are un-
happy, will be with us and they 

will be heard once the govern-
ment is formed,” she added.

On being asked if she is in the 
fray to get the Chief Minister’s 
berth, she said, “No I am not, 
there is no such question. We 
want to form the government 
and make maximum Con-
gress MLAs win and it will 
be decided by them once the 
government is formed.”

Singh said that she does not 
see any impact of the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) in the 
state.

“There is no big impact of the 
AAP in the state. Those small 
leaders who were neither find-
ing any place in congress nor 
in BJP, have joined them. But 
the people of the state don’t 
want them here. People know 
they brought the Chief Minis-
ters of Punjab and Delhi here 
and people were also brought 
there from Punjab and Delhi,” 
Singh said. 

HORROR IN PUNJAB

Congress to rely on late Virbhadra Singh’s 
legacy in forthcoming Assembly polls

HIMACHAL ASSEMBLY POLLS

The Conch’s sound is 
blowing heat for the 
Himachal Assembly 

elections with the first snow-
fall. On the one side, the rul-
ing BJP is trying to seize the 
second opportunity in the 
state and break the buck, 
the Congress is also eager to 
come back to power. As Aam 
Aadmi Party has too now in 
the fray, this trio in the elec-
tion is leaving no stone un-
turned to woo voters. The 
deadline for filing nomina-
tions has ended on October 
25. Now the second goal of 
the political parties will be 
where the Star campaign-
ers’ should be sent to bend 
the voter’s will into their ac-
count. 

All the parties have now 
started focusing on the elec-
tion campaign beginning on 
October 28. All three par-
ties have engaged the duty 
of their star campaigners in 
campaigning in the state.

The command of the BJP’s 
campaign is in their hands.

For the Himachal Pradesh 
Assembly elections, BJP has 
made 40 leaders compris-
ing Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, BJP President JP 
Nadda, Union Minister Amit 
Shah, Rajnath Singh, Smriti 
Irani, Jyotiraditya Scindia 
as star campaigners. It also 
includes Manoj Tiwari, 
Sambit Patra and Dushy-
ant Kumar Gautam. Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath, Chief Minister 

Jai Ram Thakur, BL Santosh, 
BJP State President Suresh 
Kashyap, former Chief Min-
ister Prem Kumar Dhumal, 
former Chief Minister 
Shanta Kumar are mainly 
involved in the list. Former 
Chief Minister Prem Kumar 
Dhumal’s involvement as 
Star Campaigner certainly 
leaves a mark on Himachal 
Populace. 

These are the star cam-
paigners of Congress

For Himachal Pradesh 
Assembly elections, Con-
gress has nominated Sonia 
Gandhi, Congress Presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge, 
Rahul Gandhi, Congress 
National General Secretary 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, 
Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot, Chhattisgarh 
Chief Minister Bhupesh Ba-
ghel, Anand Sharma, Mu-
kul Wasnik, Rajiv Shukla, 
Bhupinder Singh. 40 lead-
ers including Harish Rawat, 
Pratibha Singh, Mukesh Ag-
nihotri, Sukhwinder Singh 
Sukhu, and Randeep Singh 
Surjewala would be the star 
campaigners.

Star campaigner of Aam 
Aadmi Party in Himachal

Aam Aadmi Party has 
released the list of 20-star 
campaigners for Himachal 
Pradesh. Arvind Kejriwal, 
Bhagwant Mann, Manish Si-
sodia, Sanjay Singh, Sandeep 
Pathak, Raghav Chaddha, 
Satyendra Jain, Harjot Singh 
Bains, Durgesh Pathak are 
the main Star Campaigners 
for the Himachal Assembly 
election.

STAR CAMPAIGNERS SET TO 
WOO VOTERS IN HIMACHAL
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

Locals in Galog village near 
the Dhami area on Tuesday 
organized the centuries-old 
stone pelting festival after 
two years of Covid pandemic.

The stone pelting fair has 
long roots and is traditional-
ly recognized for centuries in 
the North Indian hill state Hi-
machal Pradesh. The Galog 
village is nearly 30 km from 
the state’s capital, Shimla.

The organizers were happy 
as they were not able to con-
duct the festival with great 
fervor and public participa-
tion due to the pandemic of 
Covid-19.

The villagers of two differ-
ent clans of warriors gath-
ered and offered prayers at 
the local temple. The local 
villagers held a stone pelting 
fair and prayers were offered 
at the main square here in the 
village. The clans of warriors 
gather at the identified and 
specially designed place for 
the stone pelting fair here. 
This fair is believed to be or-
ganized nearly 450 to 500 
years ago to end the evil of 

human sacrifice.
According to the belief of 

the people, the erstwhile 
queen of Dhami province 
here sacrifice herself to end 
the belief of human sacrifice 
and before sacrificing herself 
she asked people to start a fair 
in which people of two clans 
will throw stones into the 
sky and will continue it until 
it hit somebody and blood of 
the person are offered to the 
Goddess Kali.

After the then-queen re-
quested the villagers to cel-
ebrate the fair and not to of-
fer human sacrifice, people 
had been celebrating this 
fair as a stone pelting fair. 
Thousands of people of the 
village gather each year here 
on the next day of Diwali fes-
tival to throw stones at people 
representing different clans. 
This year villagers are very 
enthusiastic as they were 
not able to conduct the fair. 
However, they did not break 
the tradition even during the  
pandemic but the masses 
could not participate.

The stone pelting fair had 
been celebrated here for cen-
turies, this is a historic fair ac-

cording to the locals’ belief as 
we heard it is a nearly 400 to 
500 years old tradition to end 
the evil of human sacrifice. It 
started with an effort to end 
the cruel tradition of human 
sacrifice. Annually a large 
number of people gather here 
to see the fair, the erstwhile 
queen of Dhami province 
here sacrifices herself to end 
the belief in human sacrifice 
and before sacrificing her-
self she asked people to start 
a fair in which people of two 
clans will throw the stone 
to the sky and will continue 
it until it hit somebody and 
blood of the person is offered 
to the Goddess Kali.

“During the pandemic, we 
offered prayers. 5-7 people 
among us went there, offered 
rituals and completed the 
tradition. People are again 
happy to celebrate this festive 
occasion with great fervor,” 
said an organizer.

The organizers believe 
that this fair preserves tradi-
tion and culture. The youth 
here want to carry forward 
this century-old tradition 
and want to preserve this  
old tradition. 

IN HIMACHAL PRADESH

STONE PELTING FESTIVAL BACK 
AFTER 2 YEARS OF PANDEMIC
TDG NETWORK  
SHIMLA

The Youth Congress is up-
set with the ticket allotment 
system of Congress for the 
upcoming Assembly Elec-
tion in Himachal Pradesh. 
Congress has ignored youth 
in its ticket allocation. Youth 
Congress office-bearers have 
become angry due to the 
non-receipt of tickets and 
have distanced themselves 
from the election campaign. 
14 such office bearers of the 
Youth Congress had ap-
plied for tickets, but none of 
them was allotted tickets by 
the party. Apart from Youth 
Congress, NSUI and Mahila 
Congress are also upset with 
the ticket allocation.

According to Amarpreet 
Lally, in charge of Himachal 
Youth Congress, 14 office-
bearers of the Youth Con-
gress had applied for tickets. 
But the party did not give 
tickets to any of them. There 
is a lot of resentment among 
the workers. The matter has 
been placed before the top 
leadership of the party. Right 
now we are in talks with the 
top leadership of the party.

Congress’s Young Bri-
gade in Himachal has even 

stopped its work after non 
allotment of the ticket to the 
aspiring candidates. One of 
the youth Congress aspiring 
candidates told TDG that 
This is natural to get upset, 
because when leaders of 
70 to 80 years of age do not 
leave the electoral fray, how 
will the youth get a chance? 
The party has given tickets 
to people who are 70 to 80 
years old. Employees are 
retired at the age of 58 or 60 
and leaders are dreaming of 
becoming MLA even in the 
age of 80 years.

The leader and MLA of 
Solan, Colonel Dhaniram 
Shandil, who filed his nomi-
nation on behalf of Congress, 
is 82 years old. After Shandil 
in Congress, the oldest candi-

date from Drang is Congress’s 
8-time MLA and former min-
ister Kaul Singh Thakur. His 
age is 76 years. At the same 
time, Thakur Singh Bhar-
mauri from Bharmour in 
Chamba is also 75 years old.

On not getting tickets to the 
youth office bearers, Youth 
Congress working president 
Yadopati Thakur said that 
every youth Congress worker 
played the role of strong op-
position in the last five years. 
Agitations were carried out 
from the road to outside 
the assembly, cases were 
registered, and many got 
injured. The office-bearer is 
disappointed due to the non-
receipt of tickets and there is 
also disappointment on the 
faces of the workers.

SHOWING FAITH IN OLD CANDIDATES

Youth Congress faces upset 
after non-receipt of tickets
TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

Families of soldiers who 
lost their lives in the line of 
duty celebrated Diwali with 
Border Security Force (BSF) 
personnel in Pathankot on 
Monday.

Members of the Shahid 
Sainik Suraksha Parishad 
also celebrated Diwali 
with soldiers on duty in 
Pathankot and families of 
soldiers who were killed in 
the line of duty. Sweets were 
distributed and crackers 
were burst on the occasion.

When asked, Ravindra 
Vikki of ‘Shahid Sainik 
Sukraksha Parishad’ said 
they know how soldiers feel 
at the time of Diwali. When 
everyone is celebrating with 
their family, they are on the 
frontier. “We come here so 
that they don’t miss their 
family on occasion,” he said.

Soldiers said they were 
happy that members of the 
Parishad celebrated Diwali 
with them.

Meanwhile, Army person-
nel across the country cele-

brated the festival far away 
from their homes.

Indian Army soldiers post-
ed along the Line of Control 
(LoC) in the Akhnoor sector 
celebrated the auspicious 
festival by lighting oil lamps.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi spent this Diwali with 
the forces in Kargil.

Addressing the brave 
jawans, the Prime Minis-
ter said that the reverence 

for the soil of Kargil always 
draws him towards the 
brave sons and daughters of 
the armed forces.

“For years, you have been 
a part of my family”, the 
Prime Minister said.

The Prime Minister un-
derlined that the sweetness 
of Diwali increases in the 
presence of the jawans and 
the light of Diwali that is 
present among them em-

boldens his spirit.
“On one side there are the 

sovereign borders of the na-
tion, and on the other com-
mitted soldiers, On one we 
have the love of the soil of 
the motherland, and on the 
other, there are braveheart 
jawans. I could not have 
expected a Diwali of such 
magnitude anywhere else”, 
PM Modi added.

Deepavali,  popularly 
known as the festival of 
lights, is celebrated na-
tionwide with great pomp. 
People perform puja, ob-
serve rituals, decorate 
their homes with diyas, 
rangoli, ornaments, and 
lights, enjoy delectable 
sweets and meals, dress in  
new traditional attire, and 
more.

Hindu mythology states 
that Lord Ram returned to 
Ayodhya on Diwali after 
slaying Ravana and spend-
ing 14 years in exile. People 
make wishes for health, 
wealth, and prosperity to the 
gods Lakshmi, Ganesh, and 
Kubera as part of the festival 
of lights.

DAYS BEFORE ASSEMBLY POLLS

Pathankot: Families of fallen 
soldiers celebrate Diwali with BSF
TDG NETWORK
PATHANKOT

TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh BJP chief Ram Singh shows a victory sign with party sup-
porters as he is on his way to file the nomination for the upcoming State 
Assembly elections in Kullu on Tuesday.

Families of soldiers who lost their lives in the line of duty with Border Security 
Force personnel in Pathankot on Monday.

Protesters during the protest at the spot.
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For the first time in 200 years, an Indian-origin takes charge as Head of the Government for the Crown of England.

BEGINNING OF A NEW ERA IN UK  
EARLY LIFE 

BORN IN 1980 IN 
SOUTHAMPTON ON 
ENGLAND'S SOUTH COAST

BOTH SUNAK'S GRAND-
PARENTS WERE BORN 
IN PUNJAB AND LATER 
MOVED TO EAST AFRICA

SUNAK'S GRANDPARENTS 
MOVED TO UK FROM EAST 
AFRICA WITH THEIR 
CHILDREN IN 1960s

SUNAK GREW UP IN A 
MIDDLE CLASS FAMILY 

SUNAK'S FATHER IS A 
FAMILY DOCTOR, MOTHER 
A PHARMACIST

GROWING UP, SUNAK 
WORKED IN A SHOP, 
DELIVERING MEDICINES

LATER WORKED AS A 
WAITER AT AN INDIAN 
RESTAURANT

SUNAK'S PARENTS SAVED 
TO SEND HIM TO 
WINCHESTER COLLEGE

AFTER HIGH SCHOOL, 
SUNAK STUDIED 
POLITICS, PHILOSOPHY 
AND ECONOMICS AT 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY

HE THEN GOT AN MBA AT 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY 

WORKED FOR GOLDMAN 
SACHS AS HEDGE FUND 
MANAGER IN U.S.

HE MET HIS WIFE 
AKSHATA MURTY AT 
GOLDMAN SACHS

RISHI SUNAK, AKSHATA 
MURTY GOT MARRIED IN 
2006

POLITICAL RISE IN 
2015, SUNAK 

WAS ELECTED TO 
PARLIAMENT FOR 

TORY SEAT OF RICH-
MOND IN YORK-

SHIRE 
HE WAS  

RE-ELECTED IN 
2017 AND 2019 DURING 

2016 BREXIT 
REFERENDUM, 

SUNAK 
SUPPORTED 
LEAVING EU

SUNAK'S 
CAREER TOOK 

OFF AFTER 
"LEAVE" WON

BORIS'S 
RESIGNATION 

OPENED PROS-
PECTS FOR SUNAK 

TO BECOME 
BRITAIN'S 

SUNAK LOST 
THE CONTEST 

FOR CONSERVA-
TIVE LEADERSHIP 

TO TRUSS

TRUSS'S RES-
IGNATION PAVED 
THE WAY FOR SU-
NAK TO BECOME 

BRITAIN'S PM

SUNAK 
SERVED IN 

SEVERAL JUNIOR 
MINISTERIAL 

POSTS

SUNAK EN-
TERED GOVERN-
MENT SERVICE 

AS MINISTER FOR 
LOCAL GOVT IN 

JAN 2018

IN 2019, 
SUNAK WAS 

APPOINTED CHIEF 
SECRETARY TO 

TREASURY 

SUNAK WAS 
APPOINTED 

CHANCELLOR OF 
EXCHEQUER IN 

FEB 2020

LIZ TRUSS WISHES RISHI 
SUNAK 'EVERY SUCCESS'  

London: Former UK Prime Minister Liz Truss on Tuesday 
wished new Conservative Party leader Rishi Sunak 'every 
success' as she exits power. The outgoing PM, Liz Truss, in a 
statement outside 10 Downing Street, said that she wishes 

"every success" to Rishi Sunak, 
adding she looks forward to 
spending more time in her 
constituency and serving the 
country from the back benches. 
She also reiterated the UK's 
support for Ukraine and said, 
"We must support Ukraine in 
its brave fight against Putin's 
aggression. Ukraine must 
prevail and we must continue 
to strengthen our nation's 

defences. That's what I have been striving to achieve, and I 
wish Rishi Sunak every success for the good of our country. " 
She also called for lowering taxes and delivering growth, Truss 
said, "We need to take advantage of our Brexit freedoms to do 
things differently. This means delivering more freedom for our 
own citizens and restoring power to our democratic institu-
tions. 

CONFIDENT SON-IN-LAW WILL 
DO BEST FOR UK: MURTHY 

New Delhi: N.R. Narayana Murthy, the founder of Infosys and 
the father-in-law of Rishi Sunak, congratulated his son-in-law 
and expressed confidence that the country's first Indian-origin 
Prime Minister will do his best for the people of the United 
Kingdom. An Oxford and Stanford University alumna, Sunak is 
famously married to Akshata Murthy, the daughter of billion-
aire Narayana Murthy. "Congratulations to Rishi. We are proud 

of him and we wish him suc-
cess. We are confident he will 
do his best for the people of the 
United Kingdom," the Infosys 
founder said in a statement. 
Sunak's change in fate was 
triggered by the resignation 
of Truss after her high-profile 
sacking and resignation from 
her cabinet, following a heavily 
criticised mini-budget that 
left the UK pound tumbling. 

Following Truss's short stint as British prime minister, Rishi 
Sunak and former Prime Minister Boris Johnson were seen 
as frontrunners for the UK PM bid. But Boris Johnson ruled 
himself out of the Conservative party leadership race despite 
claiming he had the required support. The former UK PM said 
he had come to the conclusion "this would simply not be the 
right thing to do" as "you can't govern effectively unless you 
have a united party in Parliament." Sunak was born in South-
ampton to parents of Indian descent who migrated to Britain 
from East Africa. Earlier in April, reports of Akshata's non-
domicile status and alleged tax evasion had created a furor. 

New Delhi: Calling Rishi Sunak's appointment as UK PM a 'major achieve-
ment', former Indian High Commissioner to the United Kingdom Ruchi 
Ghanashyam emphasised the importance of Sunak's being elected as 
Britain's first Indian-origin Prime Minister. "He is the first Prime Minister of 
colour in the UK. The UK is a major power. It has been a colonial power, as 
we all know that for him, becoming Prime Minister is a major achievement 
of which we can all be proud, even though we recognise that he's the Prime 
Minister of the UK. He would be working for the interests of his country, 
which is the United Kingdom. But nevertheless, it is a moment of joy for 
everyone. And for me, personally, for having known him during my tenure 
in the UK," said the former High Commissioner. Further hailing India and 
UK ties, the former High Commissioner said that the relationship between 
the two countries will remain strong, no matter who comes to power.
"India-UK relations have, I think, an imperative that regardless of who 
comes to power in the UK, the relations will remain strong because the two 
countries share a global perspective at the moment.  On many issues, we 
have similar views and a good, strong relationship between India and the 
UK. So, as for Rishi Sunak, under him, I foresee further strength-
ening of our relationship. " Stressing the economic situation in the 
UK, the former High Commissioner Ruchi Ghanshyam called it 
'extremely difficult' and said that only time would show how 
well he performs.

‘FIRST PRIME MINISTER OF CO-
LOUR’: FORMER INDIAN ENVOY

Rishi Sunak in 2001 BBC 
Interview.

Rishi Sunak is pictured in prep 
school.

Rishi Sunak, Akshata Murty wedding 
photo

Usha Sunak with her children – Rishi, 
Sanjay, and Rakhi

Yashvir and Usha Sunak with their 
children – Rishi, Sanjay, and Rakhi.

NATWAR SINGH CALLS SUNAK’S 
APPOINTMENT ‘HISTORIC’        

New Delhi: Former Minister of External Affairs Nat-
war Singh on Tuesday called Rishi Sunak becoming 
the United Kingdom's New Prime Minister a 'historic 
event'. "It is a historic event. Apart from that, he'd 
only been a House of Commons member for seven 
years. He's extraordinary. And earlier, he was Chan-
cellor of the treasury and he was even younger at 
that time," said Singh. The former foreign 
minister said the fact that the Conser-
vative Party has a non-white leader 
is extraordinary; it shows the 
change that has taken place in 
the United Kingdom. Although 
Singh believes that a "very 
tough" time for Sunak lies 
ahead as the Prime Minister .   

BACHCHAN REACTS TO SUNAK 
APPOINTMENT AS UK PM 

New Delhi:  Bollywood ac-
tor Amitabh Bachchan, on 
Tuesday, lauded Rishi Sunak 
for becoming the first Indian-
origin Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom. Taking to 
Instagram, Amitabh dropped 
a picture which he captioned, 
"Jai Bharat .. now the UK finally 
has a new viceroy as its Prime 
Minister from the Mother 
Country." In the picture, Am-
itabh could be seen in a dapper 
look, donning a grey hoodie 
and matching track pants.
 

LOCALS IN PUNJAB 
CONGRATULATE 

RISHI SUNAK

Mohali: Locals in Punjab's Zirakpur congratulated 
Britain's Conservative Party leader Rishi Sunak for 
becoming the first Indian-origin Prime Minister of 
the United Kingdom. "It feels proud to see an Indian-
origin becoming a PM of that country, which ruled 
us for over a century," a resident said.

"My friends DS Gill and Amar Singh Rana, living in 
England, are feeling very proud. Because of Rishi's 
performance. They support Rishi Sunak because 
of his performance as the Finance Minister. They 
are proud indeed," Raja Singh, Rashtriya Janshakti 
Party general secretary, a resident of Zirakpur, said.

"Today our NRIs are very happy because one of them 
is going to become the Prime Minister of that country, 
which ruled not one but many countries," Singh added.

Another resident said that Rishi Sunak has done so 
much for Britain. He had made certain predictions 
about the economy, which turned true. It is also true 
that Rishi Sunak is going to be the PM of Britain.

"This is a proud moment for me, and not just for me; 
it is a moment of pride for every Indian living in any 
corner of the world," he added.

"We have always been hearing this that England 
gave this to India, gave that, but for the first time 
India is going to give something to England," Zirak-
pur local said further. Adding that for the first time 
Indians will contribute to England's development.   
                    

WHAT WORLD LEADERS SAID
“As you become UK PM, I look forward to 
working closely together on global issues, 

and implementing Road-
map 2030. Special 

Diwali wishes 
to the 'living 
bridge' of UK 
Indians, as 
we trans-
form our 

historic ties 
into a modern 

partnership.” 

NARENDRA MODI, PRIME 
MINISTER OF INDIA 

 “It is pretty 
astounding, 

a ground-
breaking 
milestone 
and it mat-
ters.” 

JOE BIDEN, 
PRESIDENT OF 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

 "I wish you to successfully over-
come all the challenges facing 

British society and the 
whole world 

today. I'm 
ready to 
continue 
strength-
ening the 
Ukraine-

UK strategic 
partnership 

together!" 

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY, 
PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE.

“I am committed to a strong and 
deep British-Irish relationship, and 

I look forward to early 
engagement 

with Prime 
Minister 
Sunak on 
the impor-
tant issues 
we face 

on these 
islands and 

globally.” 

MICHEÁL MARTIN, PRIME 
MINISTER OF IRELAND 



Rishi Sunak is no 
doubt celebrating a 
great victory. And 

no doubt, he should as few 
get to be Prime Minister of 
England. To achieve it, it 
takes arduous work, mass 
determination and maybe 
occurs only when the divine 
light of the god(s) falls upon 
one. In other words, the 
constellation of forces com-
ing together enabling such 
a happening is next to rare.

There is also not only good 
fortune for Sunak. But for 
the whole or near whole In-
dian diaspora. One which is 
rightfully celebrating too as 
well as informed Indian citi-
zens that one of their “own” 
has achieved what was 
seemingly impossible in the 
modern UK political age. A 
highly competent and de-

serving candidate of Indian 
ethnicity has become the 
top leader of what was once 
a staid empire.

Let us remember what 
that staid empire was. 
There was Rudyard Kipling 
even though of part In-
dian descent spoke about 
the white man’s burden. 
The British were there for 
the world they seemed to 
think with their so-called 
noblesse oblige and not to 
forget their major military 
to teach what too many of 
them considered Indians to 
be heathen.

So even today we may 
talk of the glass ceiling that 
women face in many or-
ganizations—bad enough. 
But given the British racist 
or neo-racist history even 
still impacting some atti-
tudes today, I contend Brit-
ish Asians have not simply 
faced a glass ceiling to high 
political success for a near 
eternity. In fact, they have 
faced a “cement ceiling”. 
So, even just in the last 
several years, it has been a 
breakthrough to see a good 
number of such Britons as-
cending to cabinet. But one 
of Indian descent becoming 
British PM in an environ-

ment with a long discrimi-
natory heritage is the equiv-
alent of climbing a political 
Everest with rocks being 
thrown at you—with the 
promise of some to cause 
an avalanche if you get near 
the summit. That is in fact 
to a degree what happened 
when Tory members gave a 
significant nod to Liz Truss 
over Sunak in a previous 
leadership campaign. So, 
it is indeed a great accom-
plishment not only for Su-
nak, but the whole Indian 
community, Asian ones and 
those of colour to break this 
hard barrier.

Now for the bad news. 
Sunak has been permit-
ted to seize the crown but 
only after it has been badly 
tarnished—that is economi-
cally. He has not only a Her-
culean task to prevent the 
UK economy from going 
over the edge. Many might 
consider he has inherited an 
impossible one. And here is 
something to also sadly re-
flect on. Liz Truss might be 
blamed for the entire mess 
for having insane economic 
policies that caused a hor-
rible market reaction. But 
what if things have been 
allowed to go so bad for so 
long that almost any at-
tempt at serious reform will 
cause either a short-term 
disaster in the financial 
markets and/or the political 
market so to speak. What if 
poor Rishi has actually been 
handed a live economic 
“mine”. 

Now Sunak is clearly no 
dummy about the dire eco-
nomic situation he and the 

UK are facing. And that he 
could be the next target of 
the increasingly frustrated 
electorate. One that will 
not even give him a brief 
honeymoon to begin seri-
ously fixing the economy. 
However, there is only a 
narrow range of options he 
can carry out. For example, 
he could add windfall taxes 
on favourites like banks and 
energy companies. But he 
only has so much room to 
tax the successful to fill in 
a 30-to-50-billion-pound 
deficit hole that is neces-
sary to do to keep capital 
markets from destroying 

the English economy and 
sending it to the darkness of 
IMF land where remedies 
often are “cruel” for those 
dependent on this lender of 
last resort. The other way to 
fill that hole is to cut public 
spending. Where would he 
find that money, though? 
The defence and security 
establishments are the most 
adamant of protect their fis-
cal space. This is especially 
so with the war in Ukraine 
and the UK so proud to play 
a leadership role in trying to 
defeat Putin’s forces there, 
considered a growing ex-

istential threat to all of Eu-
rope, including Britain. You 
want to cut the NHS, health 
service? Good luck with 
that considered a sacred 
cow.

Then there is education. 
Covid already put students 
far behind and a society 
not properly educated is 
one with less of future. In 
other words, the big areas 
that absorb most of govern-
ment revenues are largely 
untouchable—politically 
and otherwise. And cutting 
foreign aid will not make up 
for the hole and as argued in 
another piece of mine that 

given the UK excesses in 
days of colonization includ-
ing indenturing and enslav-
ing so many, it needs to con-
tinue to help out the poor 
regions of the world.

Now, here is what I think 
the savvy ex Goldman 
Sachs banker and esteemed 
MBA graduate from the 
Stanford Business School 
should do. Stop pushing the 
UK to increase its defence 
budget to be 2.5 percent of 
GNP. In fact, cut back the 
most expensive systems. 
Push peace in Ukraine 
which would also have the 

benefit of lowering infla-
tion, energy bills potentially 
and indeed related interest 
rates.

On energy, have house-
holds and offices make ma-
jor cutbacks in usage as if it 
were the Blitz during war-
time Britain. As it is war-
time. All households should 
be ensured of enough fuel, 
so the temperature does not 
go below 15 Celsius. 

In this way, Rishi Sunak 
will not be turned into a vic-
tim to be punished and held 
primarily responsible for 
the accumulation of decades 
of bad decisions some of 
which are even of post-colo-
nialism fallout. It would be 
ironic if the grandson of the 
colonized and likely badly 
discriminated saved today’s 
UK. On the other hand, the 
opposite is still possible that 
if the current prime min-
ister if not successful even 
due to little fault of his own 
is turned against. That is by 
a remnant margin of bigots 
that want to blame immi-
grants for the ills of the UK. 
Thus, all Indians must rally 
around him do everything 
to help him.

It is indeed a proud mo-
ment for the extended Indi-
an community, and I believe 
should be for the entire na-
tion of the United Kingdom. 
With all the above under 
consideration Sunak’s ten-
ure must be successful. The 
fate of the nation may be 
dependent upon it, not only 
the pride of India.
Peter Dash is an educator who 
has been largely based in South-
east Asia. He writes widely.

Fixing UK’s economy is 
Sunak’s biggest challenge
Sunak is clearly no dummy about the dire economic situation he and the UK 
are facing. He could be the next target of the increasingly frustrated electorate.

DIFFICULT JOB

HERCULEAN TASK

We now have an Indian-origin Rishi Sunak as UK’s 
youngest Prime Minister at a time when another 
Indian origin Kamala Harris is the Vice President of 
the United States of America. We have already had 
other Indian origin Heads of State from Prithvirajs-
ingh Roopun (President Mauritius), Halimah Yacob 
(President, Singapore), Pravind Jugnauth (Prime 
Minister, Mauritius), Navin Ramgoolam (Prime Min-
siter, Mauritius), Bharrat Jagdeo (President Guyana), 
Mahendra Chaudhry (Prime Minister Fiiji), Maha-
thir Mohammad (Prime Minister Malaysia) and so 
on. Others in government include Preeti Patel (UK), 
Tulsi Gabbard and Shefalli Razdan Duggal (US) and 
17 Indian origin politicians in Canada, including Jag-
mit Singh, Anita Anand and Harjit Sajjan.

Not surprising then, the Empire Strikes back was a 
common recurrence in most of the stories about Rishi 
Sunak in the Indian media with Anand Mahindra 
recalling Winston Churchill’s jibe about Indian lead-
ers being Men of Straw. Clearly, this is a moment of 
pride for India and added to the festive Diwali mood 
which was already upbeat after Virat Kohli and his 
men beat Pakistan on the cricket pitch.

But after the celebrations, a moment to pause and 
think—do politicians of Indian origin owe their 
loyalty to India first or to their current country, to 
which they now belong? The answer would obvi-
ously be the latter for that is now their home and 
also more importantly their constituency. So while 

Kamala Harris’ win 
was celebrated on 
Indian TV channels 
with every aunty, 
uncle, third-fourth-
fifth cousin of hers 
being interviewed, she 
herself has not been 
particularly soft on 
India, but has toed the 
US line—whether it is 
about India’s human 
rights track record or 
the removal of Article 
370 in Kashmir. And 
despite the presence of 
so many Indian origin 
members of parlia-
ment in Canada, the 
pro Khalistan move-
ment is gaining steam 
out there.

For now, Rishi Su-
nak is making all 
the right noises. He 
recently stated that 
“I want to make sure 
that it’s easy for our 
students to also trav-
el to India and learn, 
that it’s also easy for 
our companies and 
Indian companies 
to work together be-
cause it’s not just a one-way relationship, it’s a two-
way relationship, and that’s the type of change 
I want to bring to that relationship.” These are 
welcoming words, but if he has to choose between 
India’s interests and that of the UK, it is not too 
difficult to see which way he’d go. And why not? 
After all, as he himself said, England was where 
his family was welcomed and where the Sunaks 
have resided and prospered for the last 60 years 
ever since his grandfather boarded a plane from 
South Africa to England. However, to his credit, 
Sunak has always celebrated his Indianness—
with Diwali rangolis outside his door, visiting 
temples and being seen on campaign videos mak-
ing perfect round rotis. The biggest celebration of 
his country of origin is his marriage to Akshata 
Murthy, the British based Indian businesswoman 
and daughter of Narayana and Sudha Murthy (In-
fosys). So when Rishi Sunak moves into London’s 
most sought after real estate, there will be a corner 
of 10 Downing Street that’ll be “forever Indian” (at 
least until the next UK General Elections).

PRIYA SAHGAL

perspective
UK’S YOUNGEST PM

THE EmpIRE 
STRIKES BACK

When Indians across the 
world were busy celebrat-
ing Diwali, the news about 
Rishi Sunak becoming the 
new Prime Minister of Brit-
ain broke. It was obvious 
for Indians to celebrate the 
news too. After all, a non-
white (read: Hindu) person 
is becoming the new Prime 
Minister of Britain for the 
first time. The news about a 
nation that colonised India 
for over 200 years will be 
now led by a leader of In-
dian origin filled the hearts 
of Indians across the world 
with joy. However, the rea-
sons for the experts to take 
a sigh of relief are different. 
Experts have hopes from 
him not because he is the 
first ever non-white Prime 
Minister, or the youngest 
Prime Minister of Britain, 
but because this is what 

Britain needs at the moment 
to not only fix its present, 
but its future too.

After mere 44 days of 
her regime including the 
thoughtless mini budget 
of September 2022 that 
further dented the already 
dyeing economy of Britain, 
Truss finally resigned. It 
was a major setback for the 
Conservative party as this 
was the second resignation 
from their Prime Minister 
in couple of months. First, 
Boris Johnson resigned 
after a series of scandals 
in Britain from the post of 
Prime Minister, and their 
Truss. Although the rea-
sons were different, oppo-
nents started questioning 
the Conservative party. Bo-
ris had to resign after two 
of his ministers, including 
Sunak, resigned after the 
alleged scandals of Chris 
Pincher, another party and 
government colleague, fol-
lowing a mass resignation of 
50 members of his govern-
ment. Truss had to resign 
for what she mentioned in 
her last speech as the Prime 
Minister of Britain. She not 
only failed in managing 
the economic issues in the 
country, she worsened the 
same by introducing big tax 
cuts, and mindless econom-

ic growth plans.
These resignations not 

only posed a serious ques-
tion mark on the ability of 
Conservative party, they 
also impacted the economic 
and political conditions of 
Britain. Britain is already 
going through serious eco-
nomic issues, including li-
quidity crunch, recession, 
inflation and decreased 
GDP. Commoners are fac-
ing troubles in paying their 
day-to-day bills. This did 
not happen overnight. First 
Brexit impacted the eco-
nomic growth of the coun-
try. Britain faced liquidity 
crunch, issues because of 
the change in currency and 
deep decline in GDP. Then, 
Covid-19 caused a big dent 
on the economy of the coun-
try. If this was not enough, 
Russia-Ukraine war start-
ed. Britain has been help-
ing Ukraine being a NATO 
member country, and this 
heavily burdened its econo-
my. Considering the present 
critical situation, Truss in-
troduced heavy tax cuts for 
the commoners so that they 
can increase their purchas-
ing power, which can help 
the sales and investments 
in the country. But this plan 
not only fell flat, it deterio-
rated the situation. Finally, 

Truss resigned too.
Rishi Sunak seems to be 

the apt choice for Britain. 
Britain needs a dynamic 
leader with expertise in 
economic domain. Rishi 
comes with an experience of 
working in an international 
bank, with an MBA degree 
and a degree in Economics, 
Philosophy and Political 
Science from Oxford. He 
worked as the treasury chief 
of the country, and has an 
extensive experience in the 
economic domain. Also, 
he openly criticised the 
mini budget of Truss and 
appropriately speculated 
the results. He seems to be 
understanding the issues, 
their causes and hence may 
be, the solutions too.

Although there seems to 
be a seamless match be-
tween Sunak’s expertise 
and the present require-
ments of Britain, he has a 
long way to go in order to 
first resolve the economic 
instability and then secure 
the future of a country 
that was an unchallenged 
superpower once upon a 
time. Presently, it is not only 
about the present economic 
challenges, Sunak will also 
have to work on remak-
ing the image of his party, 
which is facing allegations 

from the opponents. Then, 
he has already promised 
to help Ukraine as he men-
tioned during his campaign, 
“If I become prime minister, 
I will redouble our efforts 
and reinforce our policy of 
total support for Ukraine 
that Boris (Johnson) has so 
ably led.” Britain has been 
helping Ukraine with huge 
military aid; however, the 
war seems not to be ending 
any soon, and Sunak will 
have this big challenge of 
managing the internal eco-
nomic crisis while continu-
ing help for Ukraine. 

Looking at the larger pic-
ture, Sunak would need 
to be working on the im-
mediate issues and goals 
while preparing a futuristic 
roadmap for his country. 
This would not only need 
national-level efforts, he 
would also have to work 
on international relations 
well. When it comes to get-
ting help from bilateral 
relations, he may get un-
conditional support from 
countries like India in boost-
ing economy through col-
laboration and cooperation. 
Not only his background 
would help in this, India 
and Britain have already 
been working to strengthen 
their strategic partnership. 

While congratulating Su-
nak, Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi mentioned 
“Roadmap 2030” between 
India and Britain. This am-
bitious roadmap 2030 was 
declared during the virtual 
meeting between India and 
Britain in May 2021. It is 
aimed to revitalize the dy-
namic connections between 
the two governments, and 
people to double the exist-
ing trade, investment and 
technological collaboration 
between the two countries 
by 2030. 

This also involves en-
hanced defence and secu-
rity cooperation between 
India and Britain to achieve 
common and global goals 
like climate change con-
tainment, free Indo-pacific 
region and more. Both the 
countries have also pledged 
to work together in the do-
main of clean energy. Need-
less to say, Britain needs 
this all and more to come 
out of the shadow of deep 
economic crisis presently. 
Sunak has challenges, and 
opportunities too. It would 
be interesting to see how he 
makes the present of Britain 
and draw its future.

The author is Professor, School 
of International Studies, JNU.

Beyond tackling immediate issues, Sunak 
needs to prepare a future roadmap for UK

For now, Rishi Sunak 
is making all the right 
noises. But do politicians 
of Indian origin owe 
their loyalty to India 
first or to their current 
country, to which they 
now belong? The answer 
would obviously be the 
latter for that is now 
their home and also 
more importantly their 
constituency. So while 
Kamala Harris’ win was 
celebrated on Indian 
TV channels with every 
aunty, uncle, third-
fourth-fifth cousin of 
hers being interviewed, 
she herself has not been 
particularly soft on India, 
but has toed the US line—
whether it is about India’s 
human rights track 
record or the removal of 
Article 370 in Kashmir. 
And despite the presence 
of so many Indian origin 
members of parliament 
in Canada, the pro 
Khalistan movement is 
gaining steam out there.
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One of Indian descent becoming the 
British PM in an environment with 
a long discriminatory heritage is the 
equivalent of climbing a political Everest 
with rocks being thrown at you—
with the promise of some to cause an 
avalanche if you get near the summit.

ANsHU JOsHi

British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak waves as he 
arrives to deliver a press statement at 10 Downing 
Street, in London, on Tuesday. ANI
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The Supreme Court in 
the case Amrik Ma-
lik v. MCC And Ors 

observed and has issued 
a notice in a petition filled 
by a medical student desir-
ous of giving up her seat at 
Kasturba Medical College, 
Manipal, and participating 
in second round of counsel-
ling of NEET-PG 2022-2023. 
Earlier, she took admission 
at the said college and this 
year she has appeared for 
NEET-PG 2022-2023. It 
was demanded by the Col-
lege authorities, the payment 
of the balance tuition fee of 
two remaining years in the 
three years course, in terms 
of the furnished Bond at the 
time of admission, for releas-
ing her original documents.

However, the notice was 
issued and the same was 
returnable on 25th Novem-
ber, 2022.

The present matter was 
listed for admission before 
a Bench comprising Justice 
Ajay Rastogi and Justice C.T. 
Ravikumar. It was asked by 
the bench to the Medical 
Counselling Committee and 
the other respondents for 
permitting the petitioner to 
participate in the NEET-PG 
Counselling scheduled from 
26.10.2022 to 30.10.2022. 
Further, the bench noted 

that if the petitioner qualifies 
in the second-round coun-
selling, she may be permitted 
to join the college without 
insisting on furnishing the 
original documents.

The counsel, Advocate, Mr. 
Deepak Prakash appearing 
on behalf of the petitioner 
apprised the Bench that 
she appeared in the NEET-
PG Examination for an aca-

demic year 2021-2022 and 
on 24.02.2022 she joined 
post-graduate course in 
MS (Oto-Rhino- Laryngol-
ogy) at Kasturba Medical 
College, Manipal, as a Junior 
Resident.

Moreover, it was submitted 
by him that as the petitioner 
was interested in joining a 
post-graduate course in an-
other discipline, again she 

appeared in NEET-PG ex-
amination for the academic 
year 2022-23 and the same 
was qualified by her and 
now she wants to appear 
in the second counselling, 
which is going to held on 
26th October, 2022 to 30th 
October, 2022.

It is been apprehensive by 
the petitioner that is she is 
being allotted a seat in the 

second round of counselling, 
she has to furnish her origi-
nal documents as the docu-
ments at present is lying 
with the Kasturba Medical 
College, Manipal. It is being 
demanded by the College 
the balance tuition fee of the 
remaining two years (3-year 
course), It made petitioner to 
approach the Apex Court 
with her grievance.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: ALLOWS A NEET-PG 
CANDIDATE TO JOIN 2022-23 COUNSELLING 
WITHOUT ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED 
IN COLLEGE SHE JOINED EARLIER
TDG NETWORK 

The Ahmedabad Bench of the Customs, Ex-
cise and Service Tax Appellate Tribunal (CE-
STAT) in the case Jay Gurudev Construction 
Co Versus C.C.E. & S.T.-Rajkot observed and 
has ruled that the benefit of abatement noti-
fication cannot be denied solely because of a 
difference in the amount of purchase shown 
in the profit and loss account and invoices.
The two-member bench comprising of Ju-
dicial Member, Ramesh Nair and Techni-
cal, Raju has observed that Notification No. 
15/2004-ST or, for that matter, 01/2006-ST, 
it does not require the proof of purchase of 
raw material to the extent of the abatement. 
Thus, the bench denying the benefit of the 
notifications for the reason that the quantum 
of purchase shown in the profit and loss ac-
count does not match the invoices produced 
by the appellant was incorrect and improper.
The present issue involved was weather the 
appellant was entitled to the benefit vide 
Notification No. 15/2004-ST for the periods 

2005-2006 and 2007-2008. The Commis-
sioner (Appeals) has denied the benefit on 
the ground that the appellant has failed to 
produce any evidence for purchasing of 
the material in respect of which deduction 
has been claimed under Notification No. 
15/2004-ST or 1/2006-ST.
The government exempted the taxable ser-
vice provided by a commercial concern to 
any person as per service provided by a 
commercial concern to any person as per 
Notification No. 15/2004-ST, the notifica-
tion in relation to construction services, 
from so much of the service tax leviable 
under section 66. Therefore, in excess of 
the service tax being calculated on a value 
which is being equivalent to 30% of the 
gross amount charged to any person by any 
commercial concern for providing the tax-
able service.
The appeal was allowed by the CESTAT by 
way of remand to the original adjudicating 
authority for the purpose of recalculation 
the demand.

IN COURT

CESTAT: Benefit Of 
Abatement Notification 
Can’t Be Denied Merely 
For Mismatch In 
Quantum Of Purchase
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The Delhi High Court in the case 
Delhi State Legal Services Author-
ity v State & Ors observed in a mat-
ter related to the current status of 
11 minors, who had been recovered 
from a brothel in Delhi in 2015 and 
released to their parents’ custody 
and has directed the Delhi State 
Legal Services Authority (DSLSA) 
to suggest guidelines or safeguards 
that can be put in place in respect 
of such children, who are being re-
leased by Child Welfare Committee 
(CWC) or by any of the other au-
thority in relation to their families.
The DSLSA in 2016 had ap-
proached the high court against 
CWC’s orders, wherein it was 
directed for the release of the 11 
children to their parents. As per 

the DSLSA, the impugned orders 
passed by the court was without 
proper verification and without 
laying down of any procedure for 
ascertaining as to whether the 
children were being brought back 
to mainstream. On the basis of the 
report dated January 4, 2016 and 
January 8, 2016 of the Shelter Home 
where they were staying, the orders 
had been passed.
In the present case, the court ob-
served that 11 children were boys 
and girls of age between 4 years to 
13 years. A complaint was made by 
the Legal Aid Counsel, who had un-
dertaken the responsibility of veri-
fying the well-being of the children 
that the status of the children could 
not be verified as no access was 
granted to them and even when 
some enquiries was conducted 

from the parents it did not show 
that children were living with them.
The High Court in February 2019 
has directed DCP of Anti Human 
Trafficking Unit of Kamla Market 
area for conducting an investiga-
tion for tracing out the 11 children 
and submit a report indicating their 
present status.
Further, it was informed by the 
Court on October 11 that out of the 
11 children, the police filled a status 
report in respect of eight children 
but a report regarding the remain-
ing three has yet to be filed.
It was also informed by the court 
that since some of the children were 
found to be residing in Nepal and 
necessary verification was being 
coordinated through co-ordinate 
agencies in association with the 
Ministry of External Affairs.

Further, the time to file the status 
report was sought by State Counsel 
regarding the remaining children 
as the Investigating Officer was 
unavailable for the day 
The bench of Justice Anoop Kumar 
Mendiratta directed that the DCP, 
Anti-Human Trafficking Unit/
Crime, Kamla Market is being di-
rected to ensure that status report is 
filed positively before the next date 
of hearing and to be present in the 
court on the next date of hearing, as 
the compliance of order dated Feb-
ruary 15, 2019 is partially pending.
It was also stated by the court that 
Secretary, DSLSA is also directed 
to suggest safeguards or guidelines 
which may be adopted in such 
eventualities, prior for releasing of 
children by CWC or by any other 
authority.

IN COURT

High Court To DSLSA: Suggest 
Guidelines To Ensure Well Being Of 
Children Who Are Released To Families 
By CWC Or Any Other Authority
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Municipal Council, Bandipora, 
Kashmir v. Jammu and Kashmir Pollution 
Control observed and has dismissed an ap-
peal in a matter related to the dumping of 
solid waste in the catchment of Wular lake 
in Kashmir, challenging National Green Tri-
bunal’s refusal to interfere with J&K State 
Pollution Control Committee’s order impos-
ing a penalty of Rs 64.21 Lakhs on Municipal 
Committee, Bandipora.

The bench comprising of Justice Ajay Ras-
togi and Justice C.T Ravikumar observed and 
has stated in the order that the court finds 
no ground to interfere with the impugned 
order passed by the National Green Tribu-
nal. Accordingly, the bench dismissed the 
civil appeal.

The Chief Executive Officer of the local 
body moved the civil appeal. Last year, on 
October 21, the bench of NGT headed by 
its chairperson Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel, 
while hearing a challenge against the order 
of the state PCC, stating that it remains un-
disputed that the municipal body did fail to 
scientifically manage the waste in terms of 
Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016. 

In the present case, court refused to in-
terfere with the order passed by the state 
PCC, the principal bench had stated that the 
amount recovered may be utilised for resto-
ration of the environment by preparing an 
action plan with timelines by a joint Commit-

tee comprising State PCB and District Mag-
istrate, Bandipora. Within two months the 
plan may be prepared and will be executed 
within the stipulated time.

However, the Wular Lake is the second larg-
est fresh-water lake of Asia, The state of PCC 
in February 2021 stated that Solid Waste was 
continuously being dumped at Zalwan Nassu 
site being in close proximity with the district 
headquarter Bandipora and on the catch-
ment of Wular lake near the Zalwan Nallah 
in a “Unscientific and haphazard manner by 
the Municipal Committee.” 

In the order it was stated that the environ-
mental compensation under Polluter Pays 
Principle as per the approved guidelines 
of the Central Pollution Control Board and 
the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal, to the 
tune of the Rs.64,21,000/- is hereby being 
levied upon Executive Officer Municipal 
Committee, Bandipora for violation of Solid 
Waste Management Rules, 2016 for the pe-
riod commencing from the date show cause 
notice dated June 26, 2020 to September 29, 
2020 i.e., the date of latest report of Regional 
Director, PCB, Kashmir.

The Activist Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat in 2019 
had filed an application in the NGT against 
dumping of waste and encroachment of Hok-
ersar Wetland, Wular Lake and Kreentchoo-
Chandhara Wetland in the Union Territory 
of Jammu & Kashmir. On August 27 in 2020, 
the NGT directed the Divisional Commis-
sioner, Kashmir, state PCC/PCB and other 
authorities to ensure necessary action.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: PLEA DISMISSED 
AGAINST RS64 LAKH PENALTY ON 
MUNICIPAL BODY FOR DUMPING 
SOLID WASTE IN WULAR LAKE 

TDG NETWORK 
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Over Rs. 254 Crore 
has been earned so 
far from disposal of 

scrap, including scrap dis-
posal, during a short period 
of three weeks of the ongo-
ing Special Swachhta cam-
paign 2.0, while 37.19 lakh 
square feet of space has 
been cleared, which was 
earlier occupied by junk 
and scrap.

This was stated here today 
by Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) Sci-
ence & Technology; Min-
ister of State (Independent 
Charge) Earth Sciences; 
MoS PMO, Personnel, Pub-
lic Grievances, Pensions, 
Atomic Energy and Space, 
Dr Jitendra Singh during a 
media interaction at his res-
idence at which an update 
was presented about the 
status and progress of Spe-
cial Swachhta campaign 2.0 
which was launched on 2nd 
October and will conclude 
on 31st October.

Dr Jitendra Singh said, 
under Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, the Swachhta 
campaign is also a testi-
mony of the “whole of gov-
ernment” and “whole of 
nation” approach, which 
has ultimately achieved the 
form of a countrywide “Jan 
Andolan”. 

The Minister also in-
formed that 40 lac files 

reviewed, 3,05,268 Public 
Grievances Redressed, 5416 
MP’s references replied and 
588 Rules eased during the 
said timeline.

Secretary, I&B Shri Apur-
va Chandra, Secretary, De-
partment of Administrative 
Reforms and Public Griev-
ances, Shri V. Srinivas, Sec-
retary, DARE, Dr Himans-
hu Pathak, Secretary, Posts, 
Shri Vineet Pandey, Princi-
pal DG, PIB, Shri Satyen-
dra Prakash, CEO, Prasar 
Bharati, Shri Mayank Ag-
garwal also shared their 
thoughts on the occasion.

Dr. Jitendra Singh said 
tremendous enthusiasm 
was being witnessed in 
Ministries/ Department for 
institutionalizing Swach-
hata and Minimizing pen-
dency. He urged officials 
to draw inspiration from 
Prime Minister’s words in 
his tweet that “such efforts 
are not only innovative and 
commendable but most im-
portantly remind us of our 
basic civic duty of keeping 
our surroundings and pub-
lic places clean.” 

The Special Campaign 2.0  
has been implemented in 

remote outstation offices, 
foreign missions and posts, 
attached and subordinate 
offices, besides citizen cen-
tric swachhata initiatives. 
The Campaign was holistic 
in size and scale, witnessed 
widespread participation 

from thousands of officials 
and citizens who came to-
gether create a movement 
for Swachhata in Govern-
ment Offices. 

Cabinet Ministers, Minis-
ters of State and Secretar-
ies to Government of India 

participated in the Special 
Campaign 2.0 providing 
leadership and guidance 
in implementation. In 3 
weeks, the Department 
of Posts has conducted 
the cleanliness campaign 
in 17,767 Post Offices, the 
Ministry of Railways has 
conducted in 7,028 Rail-
way Stations, Department 
of Pharmaceuticals in 5,974 
campaign sites, Depart-
ment of Defence in 4,578 
campaign sites and Min-
istry of Home Affairs in 
4,896 campaign sites. 

The progress of Special 

Campaign 2.0 is moni-
tored on a dedicated por-
tal www.pgportal.gov.in/
scdpm22 on a daily basis. 
Nodal Officers have been 
appointed in all Minis-
tries/ Departments who 
monitor work undertaken 
by field offices. The Special 
Campaign 2.0 is reviewed 
on a weekly basis by Sec-
retaries to Government 
of India. The progress of 
the Special Campaign 2.0 
has been widely report-
ed in social media with 
over 10,000 social media 
tweets by Ministries/ De-

partments. 
In 3 weeks of Special 

Campaign 2.0 from Octo-
ber 2-25, 2022 the following 
progress was achieved:

(a) Swachhata Campaign 
Sites - 68363 (b) Records 
Management: Files Re-
viewed (physical files + e-
files) - 40.52 lac (c) Public 
Grievances + Appeals Re-
dressed -3,20,152 (d) Rev-
enue Earned (Rs. Cr) - Rs. 
254.21 cr (e) Space Freed 
(lac sq feet) -37.19 lac sq feet 
(f) MP’s References - 5416 
(g) Easing of Rules/ Pro-
cesses - 588.

Over Rs. 254 Crore earned from scrap 
disposal, 37.19 lac sq feet of space freed

CLEAN UP 
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  Union Minister for DoPT, Dr Jitendra Singh reviews 
progress, says significant Progress Achieved in Week 3 
of Special Campaign 2.0 

  3,05,268 Public Grievances Redressed, 5416 MP’s ref-
erences replied and 588 Rules eased, while 40 lac files 
reviewed 

  Swachhata Campaign successfully conducted in 68363 
campaign sites

The Vice President, Jagdeep 
Dhankhar today emphasised the 
need for developing spiritual mind-
set among individuals, families 
and society as a whole to root out 
impropriety, immoral conduct and 
negativity from the nation. Opining 
that “life is incomplete without spiri-
tuality,” Shri Dhankhar said that the 
technological transformation cur-
rently underway across the world 
will have a better impact on people’s 
lives if it is infused with spirituality.

The Vice President made these 
remarks while addressing the 85th 
Anniversary of Brahma Kumaris 
and Deepawali Celebrations on the 
theme ‘ससससस, सससससस सस सससससससस’ 
(Towards a Strong, Prosperous and 
Golden India) at Brahma Kumaris 
World Headquarters, Mount Abu in 
Rajasthan today.

Hon’ble Vice President, Jag-
deep Dhankhar and Dr Sudesh 
Dhankhar at the 85th anniversary 
of Brahma Kumaris and Deepawali 
celebrations at Brahma Kumaris 
World Headquarters at Mount Abu 
in Rajasthan today. @BrahmaKu-
maris #BrahmaKumarispic.twitter.
com/Fe1e0fjS04
— Vice President of India (@VPSec-
retariat) October 25, 2022

On this occasion, Dhankar termed 
spirituality as an essential part of 
our education that “makes a per-
son a complete person,” and lauded 
Brahma Kumaris for promoting 
spirituality and Dharma (righteous-
ness) across the world. Praising the 
New Education Policy – 2020 for 
laying emphasis on Indian civiliza-
tional values, he observed that “the 
right education, right thinking and 
the right knowledge can only make 
us powerful as a nation”.

Describing Brahma Kumaris as 
an epicentre of Indian cultural val-
ues, Dhankhar said that “the noble 
thoughts of world welfare & world 
happiness emanate from here.” He 
also praised Brahma Kumaris for 

planting over two million saplings 
to combat climate change and called 
it ‘an organisation of unparalleled 
dimensions that exemplifies the vir-
tues of not only humanity but entire 
living beings on the planet.’

Mentioning a series of affirmative 
steps and farsighted initiatives in 
recent years, the Vice President said 
that India is on the move like never 
before and urged the media to high-
light and “celebrate the rise of India”.

Referring to the role of Rajya Sabha 

as the ‘House of Elders’,  Dhankhar 
said that our constitution makers 
had envisioned that Rajya Sabha, 
with its conduct and farsightedness, 
will provide a new direction to the 
country. He also urged the parlia-
mentarians to set examples for the 
common public through exemplary 
personal and collective conduct 
worthy of emulation by others.

After his program at Brahma Ku-
maris, the Vice President along with 
Dr. Sudesh Dhankhar also visited 

and prayed at Dilwara temples and 
Nath Dwara temples in Rajasthan.

Hon’ble Vice President, Shri Jag-
deep Dhankhar and Dr Sudesh 
Dhankhar offering prayers at the 
Dilwara temples in Mount Abu, Ra-
jasthan today. #DilwaraTemplespic.
twitter.com/kY69Ip6PLX
— Vice President of India (@VPSec-
retariat) October 25, 2022 

Sukhram Bishnoi MoS for Forest 
& Environment, Government of Ra-
jasthan, Rajyogini BK Jayan Behn 
Addl. Chief of Brahma Kumaris, Ra-
jyogi BK Brij Mohan Addl. Secretary 
General Brahma Kumaris, Rajyogi-
ni Dr BK Munni Behn, Joint Chief 
of Brahma Kumaris, Rajyogi Dr BK 
Mruthyunjaya, Executive Secretary 
Brahma Kumaris, Rajyogi BK Karu-
na, Chief of Multimedia Brahma Ku-
maris and other attended the event.

LIFE SCIENCE 

Vice President calls for developing 
spiritual mindset in the society; says 
‘life is incomplete without spirituality’

PRANSHI AGARWAL

  VP praises the work of Brahma Kumaris; calls it an epicentre of Indian 
cultural values

  VP urges the parliamentarians to set example for common public 
through their conduct

  Vice President addresses the 85th Anniversary of Brahma Kumaris and 
Deepawali Celebrations at Shantivan, Mount Abu

  VP visits Dilwara temples and Nath Dwara temples in Rajasthan today

Aadhaar adoption and usage by residents 
continues to progress well, indicative of how 
it is aiding ease of living. In September alone, 
25.25 crore e-KYC transactions were execut-
ed via Aadhaar, almost 7.7% jump in such 
transactions when compared with August.

An e-KYC transaction is done, only with 
the explicit consent of the Aadhaar holder, 
and eliminates physical paperwork, and in-
person verification requirement for KYC.

Aadhaar e-KYC service is increasingly play-
ing a crucial role for banking and non-bank-
ing financial services by providing better and 
transparent customer experience, and ease of 
doing business.

The cumulative number of e-KYC trans-
actions via Aadhaar so far has increased to 
1297.93 crore by the end of September 2022.

Similarly, Aadhaar Enabled Payment Sys-
tem (AEPS) has been an enabler of financial 
inclusion at the bottom of the income pyra-
mid. 

Cumulatively, 1549.84 crores of last mile 
banking transactions have been made pos-
sible through the use of AEPS and the net-
work of micro ATMs so far by the end of 
Sept 2022. In September alone, 21.03 crore 
number of AEPS transactions were carried 
out across India.

In September, 175.41 crore authentication 
transactions were carried out via Aadhaar. A 
majority of these monthly transactions were 
done by using fingerprint biometric authen-
tication, followed by demographic and OTP 

authentication.
So far, cumulatively 8250.36 crore authen-

tication transactions have been completed by 
the end of Sept, indicative of how Aadhaar is 
sincere with its stated vision. 

Aadhaar saturation is now near universal 
among the adult population of India. Among 
all age groups, Aadhaar saturation was 
93.92% by end of September.

During the month of September, residents 
successfully updated more than 1.62 crore 
Aadhaars as against 1.46 crore such updates 
carried out in August.

Cumulatively, till date (end of September) 
little above 66.63 crore Aadhaar numbers 
have been successfully updated following 
requests from the residents.

These updation requests are related to de-
mographic as well as biometric updates done 
at both physical Aadhaar centres, and by us-
ing the online Aadhaar platform.

Whether it is AEPS for last mile banking, 
e-KYC, Aadhaar enabled DBT or authentica-
tion, Aadhaar has been playing a stellar role 
in supporting the Prime Minister, Shri Nar-
endra Modi’s vision of Digital India.

Aadhaar, a digital infrastructure of good 
governance, is a facilitator of both ease of liv-
ing and ease of doing business. The digital 
ID is helping various ministries and depart-
ments in the centre and at states in improv-
ing efficiency, transparency and delivery of 
welfare services to the targeted beneficiaries.

So far, around 1000 welfare schemes in the 
country run by both centre and states have 
been notified to use Aadhaar

DIGITAL INDIA

25.25 CRORE E-KYC TRANSACTIONS CARRIED 
OUT USING AADHAAR IN SEPTEMBER;  
OVER 175 CRORE AUTHENTICATIONS  
DONE DURING THE MONTH

TDG NETWORK 
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NINE cIvIlIaNs 
DEaD IN sOMalIa 
HOTEl aTTack
Kismayo: Nine civilians 
were killed in an attack on 
a hotel in somalia’s port 
city Kismayo on sunday, 
media reports said. The 
assault began at 09:45 
GmT when a car laden 
with explosives plunged 
into the hotel Tawakal’s 
gate which led to the inci-
dent. Later, the security 
forces killed the gunmen. 
The responsibility for the 
attack was claimed by the 
al-shabab armed group, 
reported al Jazeera. The 
security officers killed 
three of the attackers 
and a fourth died in the 
bomb blast, said yussuf 
Hussein Dhumal, security 
minister for Jubbaland, 
somalia.

Pak jOurNalIsT 
arsHaD sHarIf 
sHOT IN kENYa 
isLamabaD: senior Pak-
istan journalist arshad 
sharif died in Kenya re-
portedly after being shot, 
his wife said on monday. 

“i lost friend, husband and 
my favourite journalist @
arsched today, as per po-
lice he was shot in Kenya. 
Respect our privacy and 
in the name of breaking 
pls don’t share our family 
pics, personal details and 
his last pictures from 
hospital. Remember us in 
ur prayers,” sharif’s wife 
Javeria siddique said in a 
Twitter post. initial media 
reports had claimed that 
sharif died in an accident. 
Pakistan Foreign office 
has said that their High 
Commission in Kenya 
was gathering informa-
tion from the authorities.

 quakE HITs sOuTH  
saNDwIcH  
IslaNDs 
souTH GeoRGia: an 
earthquake with a 
magnitude of 6.2 on the 
Richter scale struck 
near King edward Point 
of south Georgia and the 
south sandwich islands 
on Tuesday morning. The 
earthquake struck at 5:43 
am (isT) at the depth of 
139 kilometers. “earth-
quake of magnitude:6.2, 
occurred on 25-10-2022, 
05:43:09 isT, Lat: -58.68 
& Long: -26.15, Depth: 
139 Km, Location: 800km 
se of King edward Point, 
south Georgia and south 
sandwich islands,” Na-
tional Center for seismol-
ogy tweeted.

TwO arrEsTED, 
13 cHargED  
IN cHINEsE  
sPYINg scHEME                                          
WasHiNGToN: in three 
separate cases, the us 
government has charged 
13 individuals, including 
members of China’s se-
curity and intelligence ap-
paratus and their agents, 
for alleged efforts to 
unlawfully exert influence 
in the united states for 
the benefit of their gov-
ernment. “as these cases 
demonstrate, the govern-
ment of China sought to 
interfere with the rights 
and freedoms of individu-
als in the united states 
and to undermine our 
judicial system that pro-
tects those rights. They 
did not succeed,” said u.s. 
attorney General mer-
rick b. Garland. seven 
Chinese nationals were 
charged with participat-
ing in a scheme to cause 
the forced repatriation of 
a PRC national residing in 
the united states.

TalIbaN aTrOcITIEs

Pakistan’s help not 
needed for talks with 
Taliban, says US envoy
TDG NETWORK
KabuL

US Special Representative for 
Afghanistan Thomas West 
said that Washington does 
not need help from Pakistan 
to facilitate communication 
with the Afghan Taliban, 
media reports said.

West made these remarks 
in an interview with Voice 
of America Urdu where he 
rejected the need for any 
third party to negotiate with 
the Taliban government, re-
ported The Express Tribune. 
Responding if Pakistan could 
facilitate talks with the Tali-
ban, West said, “To be honest, 
I don’t think we need a third 
country to facilitate our en-
gagement with the Taliban.”

“I and my other colleagues 
in the US government are 
working on it,” he said. Addi-
tionally, West also rejected the 
suggestion that the US needed 
Pakistan’s airspace for opera-
tional access to Afghanistan. 
Speaking further over his 
three-day stay in Islamabad, 
West said he discussed “our 
common interests in Afghani-

stan with the authorities as 
an important partner state.”

Earlier, West called for a 
‘serious’ national political 
dialogue in Afghanistan as 
the people continue to take 
the strain of Taliban atrocities 
and human rights violations 
in the country.

Thomas West underlined, 
“Without a serious national 
political dialogue about the 
future of the country among 
Afghans who have genuine 
support in their community, 
I really do fear.... we could 
see a return to civil war in 
time,” as he delivered his 
remarks at the Center for 
Strategic and International 
Studies, lambasting Taliban 
for their cruelty on Afghans, 
TOLOnews reported. “We 
wish to see and to support the 
emergence of a peaceful and 
stable Afghanistan that never 
again harbours terrorists ... 
in which the rights of all its 
people, women and men, boys 
and girls are upheld,” the US 
Special envoy said, reported 
The Express Tribune. How-
ever, the Deputy spokesman 
for the Islamic Emirate, Bilal 

Karimi, said that there is no 
requirement for national dia-
logue in Afghanistan. “There 
is peace and security in the 
country. All the challenges 
that previously existed are 
currently solved. The time for 
negotiations was when there 
was war in the country and 
there were many sides—there 
was an invasion—now here 
is a central government and 
the people are in a calm situ-
ation,” TOLOnews reported 
quoting the deputy spokes-
man of the Islamic Emirate, 
Bilal Karimi.

Recently, the United Na-
tions Assistance Mission 
in Afghanistan released a 
recent report, outlining the 
human rights situation in 
Afghanistan since the Tali-
ban takeover. The report 
summarized UNAMA’s 
findings with regard to the 
protection of civilians, ex-
trajudicial killings, torture 
and ill-treatment, arbitrary 
arrests and detentions, the 
rights of women and girls in 
Afghanistan, fundamental 
freedoms and the situation 
in places of detention.

The 20th National 
Congress from 16–22 
October was the Chi-

nese Communist Party’s 
(CCP) most important politi-
cal event of 2022 and, if any 
were ever in doubt, it dem-
onstrated that Chairman 
Xi Jinping is the nucleus of 
power in China and that 
none can dare stand against 
him. 

There was absolutely no 
question that Xi would ex-
tend his time in office for an-

other five years-and in fact, 
it will be far longer than that 
barring ill health-and that 
is precisely what happened 
at the congress. China has a 
one-man ruler, something 
that both its citizens and the 
rest of the world will have 
to learn to deal with. The 
election of the 25-member 
Politburo and its seven-man 
Politburo Standing Com-
mittee (PSC), as well as the 
post of General Secretary, 
occurred during the 1st 
Plenary Session of the new 
Central Committee on Oc-
tober 23. However, the most 

spectacular, mystifying, and 
alarming part of this follow-
on session was the forcible 
removal of former president 
Hu Jintao from the Great 
Hall of the People from the 
seat at Xi’s left hand. 

The official explanation? 
Xinhua tweeted that one of 
its reporters had “learned” 
that 79-year-old Hu “insisted 
on attending the closing ses-
sion despite the fact that he 
has been taking time to re-
cuperate recently. When he 
was not feeling well during 
the session, his staff, for his 
health, accompanied him to 
a room next to the meeting. 
Now, he is much better. 

That is a relief! But only if 
the gullible reader believes 
everything that China’s pro-
paganda organ publishes. 
One can recall how Xin-

hua, ten years ago, stated 
that Chongqing vice-mayor 
Wang Lijun was enjoying 
“vacation-style medical 
treatment,” when in actual-
ity he was incarcerated in 
prison. 

To believe that this was 
an instance of Hu suddenly 
feeling well does not accord 
well with video footage of the 
incident. He appeared to ask 
Xi and Li Keqiang a question, 
both of whom nodded. 

Xi then prevented Hu from 
taking some nearby papers, 
but what followed next was 
unprecedented.

‘NuclEus Of POwEr’

‘All the king’s men’: Emperor Xi 
reigns supreme in China
TDG NETWORK
HoNG KoNG

Taiwan tracked 20 Chinese military aircraft and three naval 
ships around its air defence identification zone (ADIZ). 

The Ministry of National Defence (MND) tracked 20 Chi-
nese military aircraft and three naval ships around Taiwan 
as of 5 pm on Thursday, reported Taiwan News. In response, 
Taiwan sent combat patrol aircraft and naval ships and used 
land-based missile systems to monitor the PLA aircraft and 
vessels, in addition to issuing radio warnings. 

Of the 20 People’s Liberation Army (PLA) aircraft, one 
Shaanxi Y-8 anti-submarine warfare plane and one Shaanxi 
Y-8 reconnaissance plane were monitored in the southwest 
corner of Taiwan’s air defence identification zone (ADIZ), 
according to the MND, reported Taiwan News. 

However, no PLA aircraft crossed the Taiwan Strait me-
dian line on Thursday. 

Beijing has sent 266 Chinese military aircraft and 71 naval 
ships around Taiwan so far in October, reported Taiwan 
News. Since September 2020, China has increased its use of 
grey zone tactics by routinely sending aircraft into Taiwan’s 
ADIZ. 

Grey zone tactics are defined as “an effort or series of ef-
forts beyond steady-state deterrence and assurance that 
attempt to achieve one’s security objectives without resort-
ing to the direct and sizable use of force.” Notably, tensions 
across the Taiwan Strait heightened after US House Speak-
er Nancy Pelosi visited the self-governing island. 

Moreover, Chinese President Xi Jinping’s statement at 
the weeklong 20th National Congress has blown away any 
hope of seeing the globe rinsed off the threat and geopoliti-
cal tension very soon.

The HK Post reported that he emphasised safeguard-
ing China’s core interests (read as the country’s territorial 
claims), strengthening military capabilities, and not aban-
doning the use of force for the reunification of Taiwan, ac-
cording to The HK Post. This leaves little room for specu-
lation about China’s plans in the next five years, given that 
it continues to project its military might in the Indo-Pacific 
region, where Taiwan’s unification by force will pit it against 
the US, triggering a possible war between the two countries.

rIsINg TENsIONs

20 cHINEsE 
MIlITarY aIrcrafT, 
THrEE sHIPs 
brEacH TaIwaN’s 
aIr DEfENcE 
IDENTIfIcaTION zONE
TDG NETWORK
TaiPei

‘PrETTY asTOuNDINg’

bIDEN saYs rIsHI suNak’s 
ascENT as uk lEaDEr Is a 
‘grOuND-brEakINg MIlEsTONE’
TDG NETWORK
WasHiNGToN

US President Joe Biden on 
Monday said the ascent of 
Rishi Sunak as the first In-
dian-origin UK Prime Min-
ister is a “ground-breaking 
milestone.” 

“We got the news that Rishi 
Sunak is now the PM of the 
UK. Tomorrow, he goes to 
see the king (King Charles). 
It is pretty astounding, a 
ground-breaking milestone, 
and it matters, “US President 
Joe Biden said at a Diwali re-
ception at the White House. 
The White House on Monday 
hosted the biggest Diwali re-
ception ever, which also saw 
the presence of several Indian 
Americans from the Biden 
administration. 

“We are honoured to host 
you. This is the first Diwali re-
ception of this scale ever held 
in the White House. “We have 
more Asian Americans than 
ever before in history, and we 
want to thank you for mak-
ing the Diwali celebration a 
joyous part of American cul-
ture,” US President Joe Biden 
said during a reception to 
celebrate Diwali at the White 
House.  In wishing a happy 

Diwali to more than one bil-
lion Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, and 
Buddhists celebrating this 
Festival of Lights in the Unit-
ed States, India, and around 
the world, Biden thanked the 
Asian American community 
in the US for making the Di-
wali celebration a joyous part 
of American culture. 

“As we host the official 
White House Diwali recep-
tion, we are honoured to 
light the diya surrounded by 
members of the most diverse 
Administration in American 
history--led by Vice President 
Kamala Harris, the first Black 
American and South Asian 
American to become Vice 
President.” 

There are reports that inter-
national oil firms operating 
in Kurdistan have asked the 
US to help defuse an upsurge 
in tension between Iraq’s 
central government and the 
Kurd Autonomous Region 
or Kurdistan regional gov-
ernment (KRG), according 
to a letter seen by Reuters.

Over the years Kurdistan 
had been supplying oil to 
Turkey and in the pres-
ent circumstances they say 
intervention is needed to 
ensure oil continues to flow 
from the north of Iraq to 
Turkey to prevent Turkey 
having to increase oil ship-
ments from Iran and Russia.

Besides this to a large ex-
tent the economy of the 
Kurdistan region depends 
on oil export, as the mon-
etary support from Bagh-
dad is not enough to cover 
its developmental projects, 

and shutting the oil export 
could pose a gave threat to 
its economy and it may even 
collapse.

Earlier in February this 
year, Iraq’s Federal Court 
deemed that an oil and gas 
law regulating the oil indus-
try in Iraqi Kurdistan was 
unconstitutional. Follow-
ing the ruling, Iraq’s federal 
government, which has long 
opposed allowing the KRG 
to independently export 
oil, has increased its efforts 
to control export revenues 
from Kurdistan.

Reuters reports that it has 
copies of letters which shows 
that some oil multinationals 
even approached US am-
bassadors in Baghdad and 
Ankara in January 2022, 
seeking mediation in a sepa-
rate case dating back to 2014 
concerning the Iraq-Turkey 
Pipeline (ITP).

Baghdad claims that Tur-
key violated the ITP agree-
ment by oil from Kurdistan 
– which it deems illegal – 
through the pipeline to the 
Turkish port of Ceyhan.

According to Iraq’s oil min-
istry the final hearing in the 
case took place in Paris in 
July, and the International 
Chamber of Commerce will 
issue a final decision in the 

coming months.
Apart from requiring Tur-

key to get more crude oil 
from Iran and Russia, a ces-
sation of oil flows through 
the ITP, would cause the 
KRG’s economy to collapse, 
oil companies’ letter to US 
representatives said.

Iraq is already getting ben-
efit of high oil prices, which 
leapt to 14-year-highs after 
major oil exporter Russia 
invaded Ukraine in Febru-
ary and they remain close to 
$100 a barrel.

The ITP has the capacity to 
pump up to 900,000 bar-
rels per day (bpd) of crude, 
roughly one percent of daily 
world oil demand, from Iraqi 
state-owned oil marketer 
State Oil Marketing Organ-
isation (SOMO) as well as the 
KRG. For now it is pumping 
500,000 bpd from northern 
Iraqi fields.

The multinational oil com-
panies have also lobbied US 
congress members to write 
letters to the US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken in 
August. State Department 
spokesperson Ned Price 
said on 16 August that dis-
putes between Baghdad 
and Erbil were between the 
two sides, but the US could 
encourage dialogue. Al Ara-

biya TV channel reporting 
on the matter quoted Raad 
Alkadiri, managing direc-
tor for energy, climate, and 
sustainability at Eurasia 
Group, as saying that the 
US has become disengaged 
from Iraq over the past de-
cade. And thus, no pressure 
from Washington or other 
governments will resolve the 
issues between Baghdad and 
the Kurds.

To make matters further 
complicated last week, 
SOMO threatened legal ac-
tion against international 
buyers of Kurdish crude, 
only adding to the risks as-
sociated with investing in the 

region. This is the latest step 
by Baghdad in the escalating 
dispute with the KRG over 
who should control Kurdis-
tan’s oil.

Experts say that Kurdistan 
could see its oil production 
and exports halved within 
five years, further depleting 
the already drained coffers 
of the Kurdistan Regional 
Government (KRG).  

The investment climate in 
Kurdistan is currently not 
conducive to major oil in-
dustry investments - despite 
Kurdistan officials’ claims to 
the contrary - amid a bitter 
dispute between the KRG 
and the federal government 

of Iraq over who has the right 
to control the oil resources 
and revenues in the semi-
autonomous region. A Kurd-
ish official has described the 
dispute as the worst fallout 
between Baghdad and Erbil 
in nearly 20 years.  

Oil exports account for 
over 80% of the KRG bud-
get, and without revenues 
from oil, the region faces 
even more hardships, on top 
of the limited budget alloca-
tions from the federal gov-
ernment in Iraq, which itself 
is a caretaker cabinet as pol-
iticians have been unable to 
form a regular government 
for nearly a year after the Oc-
tober 2021 general election. 
Without new investment in 
oil, Kurdistan risks losing 
half of its current oil pro-
duction by 2027, according 
to government documents 
seen by Reuters.

But attracting investment 
to Kurdistan again is much 
easier said than done. 

Throughout the 20th cen-
tury, Kurds in Iraq oscillated 
between fighting for auton-
omy and for independence. 
Kurds experienced Arabi-
sation and genocide at the 
hands of Ba’athist Iraq. 

The Iraqi no-fly zones over 
most of Iraqi Kurdistan after 

March 1991 gave the Kurds a 
chance to experiment with 
self-governance and the 
autonomous region was de-
facto established. 

The Baghdad govern-
ment only recognised the 
autonomy of the Kurdistan 
Region after the fall of Sad-
dam Hussein, with a new 
Iraqi constitution in 2005. A 
non-binding independence 
referendum was passed in 
September 2017, to mixed 
reactions internationally. 

The Kurdistan Region 
largely escaped the priva-
tions of the last years of Sad-
dam Hussein’s rule and the 
chaos that followed his oust-
ing in 2003, and built a par-
liamentary democracy with 
a growing economy.

It seems that now perhaps 
the time is ripe for the inter-
national community to step-
in to ensure Kurdistan’s in-
dependence once and for all, 
from Iraq and let the country 
embark on its route to de-
mocracy and prosperity.

Asad Mirza is a political com-
mentator associated with BBC 
Urdu Service and Khaleej 
Times of Dubai. He writes on 
Indian Muslims, and educa-
tional, international, interfaith 
and current affairs.

OIl ExPOrTs

Upsurge in Iraq-Kurdistan oil tussle
The perilous relationship between Iraq and Kurdistan has soured once again, due to Kurdistan’s oil exports to Turkey.

ASAD MIRZA

Over the years, Kurdistan had been supplying oil to Turkey and 
in the present circumstances, they say intervention is needed 
to ensure oil continues to flow from the north of Iraq to Turkey 
to prevent Turkey having to increase oil shipments from Iran 
and Russia.

Rishi Sunak

The Ministry of National Defence tracked 20 Chinese military 
aircraft and three naval ships around Taiwan.

Xi Jinping
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Artists 
perform 

during the 
inauguration 

of Jashn-e-
Kashmir, 

three-week 
long cultural 

festival, at 
Tagore hall, 

in Srinagar on 
Tuesday.   ANI 

JASHN-E-KASHMIR

FIvE HouSEHold ItEMS tHAt 
cAN REplAcE woRKout 
EquIpMENtS
Fitness is an important aspect of life. However, 
there are many who realise its importance much 
later in life. If you are someone who is afraid to 
embark upon this journey and yet wants to get fit 
at home, then you shouldn’t be worried as you can 
use common household products for the same 
purpose. Here is a list of household items that you 
can use to lose weight without spending a lot of 
money. Most likely, you already have everything you 
need at home, so you can get started right now.

Water bottles or soup cans
You can use one in each hand for some 
lighter arm workouts because an 
eight-ounce water bottle weighs about 

one-and-a-half pounds. Cans are a bit lighter, but 
they can also be used as lightweights. The added 
advantage is that they are much cheaper than 
dumbbells and kettlebells.

a sack of sugar or flour
If you’re thinking of doing some weight 
lifting, you could get any of these sacks 
and put them in your home gym, where 

you can conveniently use them.

a toWel
Towels can be used for more than merely 
wiping away sweat after a workout. 
However, you can also jump on the Do It 

Yourself (DIY) bandwagon. To make a DIY resis-
tance band, simply draw it straight between your 
hands.

Vacuum cleaner
To get some at-home sledge pushes, 
pile some weight on top of your vacuum 
cleaner and move it around the room. 

This will help you burn some extra calories and 
save some pennies.

a backpack
To add some extra poundage to your 
bodyweight moves, fill a backpack with 
cans and bottles. Wear it for squats, 

lunges, pushups, or when you’re running up and 
down the stairs.

#WhatsappDoWn

Whatsapp DoWn for seVeral 
users in inDia, netizens react
WhatsApp, the Meta-owned instant messaging platform 
was down for several users in India on Tuesday with 
people unable to send or receive messages on their 
devices.

Many users in India reported that they wer unable to 
access WhatsApp messenger on Android or iOS and even 
WhatsApp web to send messages to their contacts or 
groups. Several other countries have also reported the 
issue with WhatsApp, according to trackers.

Meanwhile, People headed to Twitter to complain and 
check if others were facing similar issues. Some of the 
reactions were hilarious.

One user shared an image from a scene of ‘Peaky 
Blinders’, a gangster drama webseries.

Another user could not contain their happiness as they 
posted a series of dancing emoticons.

Some users also heaved a sigh of relief, through pic-
tures like these. 

It is not 
because 
things are 
difficult that 
we do not 
dare, it is 
because we 
do not dare 
that things are 
difficult.

— Liz Truss

BRAIN-pIcKING

Former UK Prime Minister, quoting Roman philosopher Seneca.

Ayodhya Deepotsav reaches over 
230 crore people

tRENd 

TDG NeTwork
AYODHYA

As the holy city of Ayodhya 
turned golden for once as 
15.76 lakh diyas were lit up 
on the banks of the Saryu 
river on the occasion of 
Deepotsav, the event gener-
ated a lot of buzz on Twitter.

The hashtag #Ayodhya-
Deepotsav continued to 
trend on the social me-
dia platform Twitter and 
reached as many as 230 
crore people.

More than two lakh peo-
ple simultaneously used 
this trend to tweet, retweet, 
like, and reply. Using this 

hashtag, Twitter users post-
ed images and videos of the 
breathtaking vista of Ayod-
hya.

One user wrote, “Deepot-
sav is a great example of the 
pride of our Sanatan culture. 
It carries our eternal values 
in all its spirit. “

Another user shared, “Di-
wali is an occasion to cel-
ebrate victory over defeat, 
light over darkness, aware-
ness over ignorance, an occa-
sion to celebrate life. Shubh 
Diwali to everyone. “

A third person wrote, 
“Nagri ho Ayodhya si. Ayod-

hya Deepotsav scripts a new 
Guinness World Record by 
lighting over 15.76 lakh di-
yas. “

A fourth user shared, 
“Maryada Purushottam 
bhagwaan shri Ram ki Pavi-
tra Nagri aaj asankhya deep 
shrankhalao ki divya aabha 
se aalokit ho rahe hain."

It is noteworthy that on 
the eve of Diwali, Uttar 
Pradesh’s Ayodhya created a 
new Guinness World record 
for the ‘largest display of oil 
lamps’ by lighting more than 
15.76 lakh earthen lamps at 
the ‘Ram ki Paidi’ as part of 
the Yogi government’s Deep-
otsav celebrations.

looKAlIKE 

REcEptIoN 

Soon after Rishi Sunak 
became the first Indi-
an-origin Prime Min-

ister of the United Kingdom 
on Monday, a meme fest was 
sparked on social media.

Some Twitter users started 
posting former Indian crick-
eter Ashish Nehra’s picture 
with congratulatory mes-
sages for Sunak on social 
media as they thought Su-
nak resembled Nehra.

One of the netizens said, 
“Congratulations India. 
Ashish Nehra is the new PM 
of the UK. Here is a picture. 
He is telling PM Modi how to 
swing the ball. “

Another said, “Rishi Su-
nak and Ashish Nehra seem 
to be brothers who were es-
tranged in Kumbh Ka Mela.”

Britain’s Conservative 
Party leader, Rishi Sunak, 
on Monday became the first 

Indian-origin Prime Minis-
ter of the United Kingdom, 
less than two months after 
he lost to Liz Truss in the 
Tory leadership race.

Sunak’s change in fate was 
triggered by the resignation 
of Truss after her high-pro-
file sacking and resignation 
from her cabinet, following a 
heavily criticised mini-bud-

get that left the UK pound 
tumbling.

After she was forced to 
step down just 45 days into 
office, Truss became the 
shortest-serving British PM. 
Standing before 10 Downing 
Street, Truss said that she 
recognises she “cannot de-
liver the mandate” on which 
she was elected.

Sunak was born in South-
ampton to parents of Indian 
descent who migrated to 
Britain from East Africa.

An Oxford, and Stanford 
University alumna, Sunak 
is famously married to Ak-
shata Murty, the daughter 
of N.R. Narayana Murthy, 
the billionaire businessman 
who founded Infosys.

The White House on Mon-
day hosted the biggest Diwali 
reception ever on Monday 
that also saw the presence 
of several Indian Americans 
from the Biden administra-
tion.

“We are honoured to host 
you. This is the first Diwali 
reception of this scale ever 
held in the White House. 
We have more Asian Ameri-
cans than ever before in his-
tory and we want to thank 
you for making the Diwali 
celebration a joyous part of 
American culture,” US Pres-

ident Joe Biden said during a 
reception to celebrate Diwali 
at the White House.

Wishing a happy Diwali to 
more than one billion Hin-
dus, Jains, Sikhs, and Bud-
dhists celebrating this Fes-
tival of Lights in the United 
States, India, and around the 
world, Biden thanked the 
Asian American communi-
ty in the US for making the 
Diwali celebration a joyous 
part of American culture.

“As we host the official 
White House Diwali recep-
tion, we are honoured to 
light the diya surrounded 
by members of the most 
diverse Administration in 

American history--led by 
Vice President Kamala Har-
ris, the first Black American 
and South Asian American 
to become Vice President.”

Biden thanked for the opti-
mism, courage, and empathy 

demonstrated by the incred-
ible South Asian community 
all across America.

“Together, South Asian 
Americans reflect the soul 
of who we are as a nation, 
whether helping us emerge 

stronger from this pandem-
ic, building an economy that 
works for everyone, or serv-
ing and protecting our com-
munities and our country.”

As the world celebrates 
this gathering of light, he 
said, “as this community 
has experienced too often—
that there is always darkness 
lurking. American history 
has been a constant struggle 
between the American ideal 
that we are all created equal 
and the harsh reality that we 
have never fully lived up to 
it. By marking the victory of 
light over darkness, Diwali 
is a reminder that each of us 
has the power to bring light 

to the world, whether here 
in America or around the 
world.”

Moreover, US vice-pres-
ident Kamala Harris also 
delivered remarks from the 
White House on the occasion 
of Diwali celebrations. She 
said, “White House is the 
people’s house, and togeth-
er our president and first 
lady have made this place 
where every American can 
celebrate their honour and 
tradition.”

Vice President Harris said 
that the Biden administra-
tion joins over 1 billion peo-
ple around the world to light 
the ‘Diya’. 

‘coNGRAtulAtIoNS to ASHISH 
NEHRA’, SAy NEtIzENS AFtER RISHI 
SuNAK BEcoMES uK pM

A GRANd dIwAlI cElEBRAtIoN At wHItE HouSE

TDG NeTwork
NeW DelHI

TDG NeTwork
KATHMANDU

TDG NeTwork
WASHINGTON

FEStIvAl 

doGS HAvE ‘tHEIR dAy’ 
IN NEpAl

water Bottle

Considered man’s best 
friend, dogs have a special 
place in Nepal where every 
dog has his, or you could say 
her, day. 

On the second day of the 
five-day festival of Tihar that 
began earlier this week, peo-
ple in the Himalayan coun-
try gathered to worship their 
four-legged friends.

During Kukur Tihar, peo-
ple offer prayers and hon-
our dogs, not just pets but 
also stray ones. The canines 
are garlanded, have tikkas 
applied on their foreheads, 
and plentiful food is offered 
to them.

Everywhere in Nepal, the 
Kukur Tihar festival is cel-
ebrated with great enthu-
siasm, with small children 
pampering the dogs and 
feeding them plenty of food 
items like milk, eggs, etc.

This year, Kukur Tihar was 
on 24 October, and just like 
every year, people in Nepal 
celebrated the festival with 
zeal.

Not only locals, but tourists 
from around the globe also 
participated in the festivities.

For Hindus, the celebration 
of Kukur Tihar is tied to a 
belief that dogs are the mes-
sengers of Yamaraj, the god 
of death, and during these 
days people worship man’s 
most loyal friend to appease 
Yamaraj.

Dogs are even treated as 
family members in many 
households, and the bond 
between humans and dogs 
can’t be described in words 
but can only be felt if you 
have them as companions.

Pet and stray dogs are wor-
shipped early in the morning 
on the second day of Yama 
Panchak, or Tihar, for their 
devotion and sincerity. 

rishi Sunak                                                                                                        Ashish Nehra

kukur Tihar festival in Nepal.

A laser light show organised on the banks of the Saryu river as 
part of Deepotsav celebrations.

United States President Joe Biden lights the lamp as he 
celebrates the Diwali Festival, at white House.
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The air is charged with 
an electric festiv-
ity this time around. 

After witnessing trends in 
revenge travel it's time to 
pave the way for everyone's 
favourite investment

-sartoria. After a dry spell 
in festivities which were al-
most null and void owed to 
the pandemic the budding 
design fraternity is back 
with ensembles to entice. 

Featuring in this league 
of designers is the younger 
cohort dolling out dreams 
woven in fabric. A notice-
able style is the easy to wear 

pre-stitched saree. Delhi-
based designer label 431_88 
has a variety of slinky num-
bers to choose from .The la-
bel spearheaded by Shweta 
Kapur encourages PYTs 
to wear sarees in under a 
minute (move over Dolly 
ji). 431_88's fall's sarees are 
shimmering in sequins are 
the fastest way to look like a 
million bucks. It can be co-
ordinated with a sequined 
top. Its lightweight, fuss-
free and easy to wear.

Mumbai-based Arpita 
Mehta known for her be-
dazzling mirror work has 
dished out tiered ruffled 
sarees for autumn/winter 
2022-2023. These volu-
minous pieces are a mod-
ern take on sarees and are 
paired with her signature 
starry mirror blouse. Her 
red and sand garden print 
is a breath of fresh air. In 
addition to pleasing prints 
Mehta has kept the colour 
palette in hues of red in sync 
with the festivities ahead.

Rimzim Dadu is a design-
er whose brand is synony-
mous with unique textiles. 
Her liquid metallic saree is 
iconic. Each hair thin me-
tallic yarn is meticulously 
sewn together to form a 
sculptural drape. Each sa-
ree is striking and is avail-
able in monotones of gold, 
aqua green and blue. It 
looks structured and fluid 
at the same time. This en-
semble is creating waves 
(literally and figuratively) 
and is set to go down his-
tory.

Think ethereal clothing 
with soft drapes and dra-
matic feathers, enter the 
resplendent and captivat-
ing world of designer Ridhi 
Mehra. She casts spells with 
her airy sarees with impres-
sive embroideries. Its truly 
a modern take on the tra-
ditional ensemble which is 
pre stitched. The stone and 
pearl embellishments on 
chiffon and organza make it 
subtle yet 100% glam.

Sarees are the way to go 
this fall. Choose a modern 
blouse and throw on your 
mom's benarasi and make 
your own statement. T'is 
the season to be saree-fall 
a-la-la-la-la. Have a sar(ee)
torially sparkling season 
ahead!

sparkling sar(ee)torial trends  
for the festive season

fashion

Sonam Kapoor

Featuring in this league of designers is the younger cohort dolling out dreams 
woven in fabric. A noticeable style is the easy to wear pre-stitched saree.

We all know the feeling. 
That sense of dread when 
you realize you’re your own 
worst enemy. 

The one voice in your head 
that’s always putting you 
down, making you feel un-
worthy and like you can’t do 
anything right.

It’s tough enough dealing 
with the challenges of life 
without that nagging self-
doubt constantly getting in 
the way. But the good news 
is, you can learn to put an 
end to it. Here are some tips 
on how to stop being your 
own worst enemy:

Change the way 
you talk to 
yourself
If you want to stop being 
your own worst enemy, you 
need to start being more 
kind and understanding to 
yourself. Stop putting your-
self down and start treat-
ing yourself with the same 
respect you would give to a 
friend.

Challenge your 
negative thoughts
It’s not easy to change the 
way you think, but it’s worth 
it if it means stopping your-
self from being your own 
worst enemy. Every time 
you have a negative thought, 
challenge it and ask yourself 
why you think that way. Are 
you really being fair to your-
self?

give yourself some 
time to relax
When you’re always putting 
yourself under pressure, it’s 
no wonder you end up being 
your own worst enemy. Take 
some time out for yourself 
each day to relax and un-
wind. This will help you to 
restore your energy and give 
you the space to reflect on 
your thoughts and feelings.

seek out support
If you’re finding it diffi-

cult to stop being your own 
worst enemy, it can be help-
ful to talk to someone about 
it. A therapist or counselor 
can provide you with the 
support and guidance you 
need to start making posi-
tive changes in your life.

Build  
self-ConfidenCe
One of the best ways to stop 
being your own worst en-
emy is to build up your self-
confidence. When you feel 
good about yourself, you’ll 
be less likely to listen to that 
negative voice inside your 
head.

Make changes in your life
If you want to start living a 

happier and more fulfilling 
life, you need to make some 
changes in your life. This 
may mean challenging your-
self to do things you’ve never 
done before or stepping out 
of your comfort zone.

Be patient
It takes time to break the 

habit of being your own 
worst enemy, so be patient 
and don’t expect to see 
results overnight. Rome 
wasn’t built in a day, and 
it’ll take time and effort to 
change the way you think 
and behave.

CeleBrate your 
suCCesses
One of the best ways to stop 
being your own worst ene-
my is to celebrate your suc-
cesses. When you achieve 
something, take a moment 
to appreciate what you’ve 

done and give yourself a pat 
on the back.

Be kind to 
yourself
Above all,  be kind to 
yourself. Remember that 
you’re only human and 

you’re bound to make 
mistakes sometimes. Don’t 
beat yourself up over them, 
but learn from them and 
move on.

Benefits
The benefits of happiness 

are vast. Scientists have 
found that being happy not 
only makes you feel good, 
but it also has a positive ef-
fect on your physical health, 
your relationships and your 
work performance.

The physical benefits of 
happiness are many. Happy 
people are less likely to ex-
perience cardiovascular 
problems and strokes, they 
have stronger immune 
systems and they live lon-
ger than those who are not 
happy. 

In fact, a study by the Uni-

versity of Texas found that 
happy people live up to sev-
en years longer than those 
who are not happy.

Happy people also have 
better relationships. They 
are more likely to be married 
and to have close friends. 
They also tend to be more 
forgiving and less critical of 
others.

Happy people also have 
better work performance. 
They are more productive 
and have fewer accidents on 
the job. They are also less 
likely to leave their jobs.

stop Being Your own worst enemY
challenges of life 

When you achieve something, take a moment to appreciate what you’ve done and give yourself a pat on the back.

One of the best ways to stop being your own worst enemy is to build up your self-confidence. When 
you feel good about yourself, you’ll be less likely to listen to that negative voice inside your head.

mohammed maChraoui

Take some time out for yourself each day to relax and unwind. 
This will help you to restore your energy and give you the space 
to reflect on your thoughts and feelings.

Masai Godet

namrata kumar 

Sarees are the way to go this fall. Choose a 
modern blouse and throw on your mom's 
benarasi and make your own statement.
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We must learn how 
to escape the “Ef-
ficiency Trap” 

and find peace of mind. Be-
ing efficient is good, but it can 
become counterproductive 
when it becomes an obses-
sion. 

One should not see invest-
ing in conversations on well-
being of colleagues and sub-
ordinates as a waste of time. 
Letting one’s hair down with 
friends rejuvenates us. It is 
not a loss of valuable time. 

Some people avoid taking 
risks to reduce their chances 
of failure. That way they 
perceive themselves are effi-
cient, since they aren’t mak-
ing mistakes. They are overly 
careful of anything they do 
or say. They rarely commit 
to anything and avoid taking 
responsibility. They assume 
that the safe haven of being 
error-free at work will help 
them rise in the cut-throat 
work environment. 

Sadly, this kind of thinking 
is encouraged in most target-
oriented and loss averse cor-
porate cultures of today. 

Efficient people do not 
enjoy working with people 
whom they perceive as stu-
pid and prone to mistakes. 
Having an ‘inefficient’ per-
son on one’s team can be 
extremely frustrating for 
a perfectionist. They see 
their carefully crafted ca-

reer graph at risk because of 
someone whose actions they 
have no control over.

But, is this really a healthy 
work culture? It stifles the 
growth mindset that thrives 
in risk-taking and making 
mistakes. Thomas Edison 
tried a thousand materials in 
search of a good light bulb fil-
ament. When none worked, 
his assistant complained, 
“All our work is in vain.” 
Edison replied, “Don’t worry, 
we’ve learned a lot. We know 
that there are a thousand ele-
ments which we cannot use 
to make a good light bulb.”

We shouldn’t be afraid of 
making mistakes. Einstein 
once said, “Anyone who has 
never made a mistake has 
never tried anything new.” 
To create a happy and stress-
free work environment, lead-
ers must learn to integrate 
failings as an acceptable ele-
ment of being efficient, and 
not obsess after constant 
‘tightening’ to reduce short-
comings in the endeavour to 
make systems perfect and 
ensure zero losses. Mark 
Twain concurred, “Good 
judgement comes from expe-
rience and experience comes 
from poor judgement.”

The spiritual take on this 
is very different. There is 
no such thing as a mistake. 
Sorry but you couldn’t make 
one even if you tried! There 

is a situation, a set of circum-
stances, and then, there’s 
action and reaction. That’s 
all. There’s nothing except 
this moment. One could call 
it “The wisdom of no mis-
takes”. If we can realise this, 
we become free of fear of fail-
ure. Since the only place that 
we really live is in this mo-
ment, mistakes can actually 
be perceived as a gift. 

In the Zen tradition, mis-
takes are seen as learning. 
They are perfect opportuni-

ties to keep us grounded in 
the present moment. In fact, 
the state of “no mistakes” 
is sometimes called “now-
ness.” It’s said that mistakes 
can be great teachers and 
tolerating people who make 
mistakes can help us grow 
spiritually. The Russian 
teacher Gurdjieff had a com-
munity in France. One man 
there constantly annoyed 
everyone by creating argu-
ments and irritating them. 
The community repeat-

edly asked Gurdjieff to send 
him away. But Gurdjieff 
never did. Much later, once 
he died, the people were 
shocked to find out that he 
had actually been paying 
the fellow to stay there and 
heckle everyone! Gurdjieff 
had been using the man to 
teach his community tol-
erance. Being human and 
being efficient aren’t oppo-
sites. Efficient people can 
be sensitive to the needs of 
others as well. When one 
accepts systems as living, 
growing and failure-prone 
entities, breakdowns and 
collapses are tolerated, and 
on rare occasions, even cel-
ebrated to rejuvenate and 
recharge a tired and deflated 
workforce.
Deepam Chatterjee is the au-
thor of The Millennial Yogi, 
Penguin Random House India. 
He is on Instagram @deepam.
chatterjee

THE EFFICIENCY TRAP
woRk CulTuRE

There is nothing but ‘God’ existing in the world. If you don’t 
want to use the word God, you can say energy or intelligence. 
The basis of creation is found throughout all existence. And it 
is only one; one sun, but you can see it through any window. 
Many prophets have come to this world and have gone. They 
have all been like the windows. Through any window you can 
see the same sun, the same sky. The one sky that is behind the 
wall is behind the window also. God is in everyone, even in 
dogs, cats, trees, leaves and ants — in everything in creation. 
Through the window, you cannot miss it because the window 
is so transparent. That love and that silence cannot be missed. 
It’s all one. The purpose of words, all the words we use, the 
talking we do, is to create silence and love in our hearts. If our 
words create disturbance in the minds of people, then those 

words have not really fulfilled themselves. They are not on track.

If I talk about something which is not in your present level of 
experience, it cannot be understood. Suppose you have never 
seen sunlight and you have no eyes to see sunlight. If I talk 
about sunlight, it does not matter in how many ways I describe 
it, you will not be able to grasp what it is. 
Anything which is not in your present level of experience can-
not be understood. The only option is that you have to believe or 
disbelieve what I say. If you believe me, it does not get you any-
where anyway. If you disbelieve me, still it does not get you any-
where. If you believe me, you will fool yourself because without 
really knowing, you will simply pretend to know. If you disbe-
lieve me, you will destroy the possibility to know something 
that is not in your experience. In the world, there are believers 
and nonbelievers – people who believe in God and people who 
disbelieve in God. There are people who believe in heaven and hell and there are people 
who disbelieve in heaven and hell. All these people are on the same boat. All of them are 
going on arguing about something that they do not know. This is fundamentally because 
they have lost the basic quality of being sincere enough to admit, “I do not know.” If you 
do not admit, “I do not know,” you have destroyed all possibilities of knowing in your life.

‘All the religions believe that God created the world and also 
mankind. But if you are created by someone, you are only a 
puppet, you don’t have your own soul. And if you are created 
by somebody, he can uncreate you any moment. He neither 
asked you whether you wanted to be created, nor is he go-
ing to ask you: ‘Do you want to be uncreated?’ By Thadha-
gathan ‘God is the greatest dictator, if you accept the fiction 
that he created the world and also created mankind. If God 
is a reality, then man is a slave, a puppet. All the strings are 
in his hands, even your life. Then there is no question of any 
enlightenment. Then there is no question of there being any 
Gautam the Buddha, because there is no freedom at all. He 
pulls the strings, you dance; he pulls the strings, you cry; he 
pulls the strings, you start murders, suicide, war. You are just 
a puppet and he is the puppeteer. ‘Then there is no question 

of sin or virtue, no question of sinners and saints. Nothing is good and nothing is bad.”

GuRu SPEAk THE ExISTENCE oF ‘God’

Sri Sri ravi Shankar 

oSho

Sadhguru

Deepam Chatterjee

Many people wonder, “Is it 
really possible to change our-
selves in a fundamental way? 
No matter what we do, do we 
eventually revert to where 
we started, to our old habit 
patterns—like the dieter who 
loses weight and then repeat-
edly gains all of that weight 
back again? Overcoming an 
old habit pattern can seem an 
impossible task.

When I was in university, 
I was failing in my stud-
ies. I was too restless. I just 
couldn’t focus. I couldn’t con-
centrate. One of my friends 
seemed much calmer and 
happier than I. She said it 
was because she meditated. 
I could imagine that medita-
tion might cure my restless-
ness. But I felt too restless to 
even try it. I felt I could never 
succeed at meditation. This 
vicious circle continued—
until, at a certain point, I re-
alized how unhappy I was. I 
made a choice—a choice to 
be happy. I chose a positive 
direction and stuck with it 
until I rose above my inertia.

An alcoholic sometimes 
has to hit bottom, he has 
to lose everything that has 
value to him in life. Then he 
is left with only one choice—
the choice to change. The 
miracle that happens, once 
we take up a daily spiritual 
practice, is that we do not 
need to reach that point of 
desperation. On their own, 
through daily meditation, 
through daily spiritual prac-
tice, many of our tastes and 
habits may fall away of their 
own accord. 

Many times, our meditation 
students have told us, that 
with just this daily practice, 
they no longer have the same 
desire to smoke, or to drink, 
or to eat meat—through no 
effort on their own particu-

larly, just through daily prac-
tice. Instead of reacting with 
uncontrolled anger, they 
may still feel anger rising 
in them—but they now feel 
they have a choice of how to 
respond. Then, eventually, 
they no longer even feel that 
anger. They just feel accep-
tance for the way things are.

What also accelerates this 
process is devotion to God, 
and the subsequent grace of 
God and Guru that descends 
to us. Swami Kriyananda has 
said that before discovering 
the spiritual path, he tried 
very, very hard to change 
himself in various ways, and 

engaged in self-improvement 
for several years. He found 
that once he started medita-
tion, and by attuning himself 
with his guru, some of the old 
habits that he had worked for 
years to overcome fell away 
quickly, all by themselves. It 
was through his meditation; 
it was also through his devo-
tion; and through the grace 
of God and Guru.

I saw dramatic examples 
of self-transformation while 
helping to lead a pilgrim-
age of thirty Westerners to 
the places of our gurus and 
other saints around India. 
We had a meeting the day 

the pilgrims arrived, and we 
had another meeting the day 
they left.

The pilgrims arrived in 
Delhi the day after Diwali, 
often the worst air day of the 
year—only to return a week 
later to find the air was even 
worse. These pilgrims were 
very self-preoccupied, think-
ing of their health, and their 
coughs, and how they could 
breathe.

By the end of the pilgrim-
age, their interests were 
quite different. One pilgrim 
recounted the deep spiritual 
experience she had had. Oth-
ers asked questions: “How 

can I integrate this inspira-
tion into my daily life? How 
can I serve others spiritually? 
How can I make a difference 
in the world around me?”

Swami Kriyananda once 
said, “For pilgrimage, two 
things are necessary: the 
place, and the pilgrim’s own 
receptivity.” A lot of people 
might live in a place of pil-
grimage and feel nothing. 
One needs to be sensitive 
enough to attune oneself 
inwardly. Yoganandaji said, 
“If you go to places where 
masters have lived, the vi-
brations there will quicken 
your realization. The mas-

ters’ divine vibrations are 
still there, just as strong as 
when they were physically 
present. Those who are in 
tune when they go to holy 
places will feel that presence. 
But first one has to meditate 
and prepare oneself.”

It is said that a dip in the 
Ganga will purify you of all 
sins. Yoganandaji would jok-
ingly say, “Yes it will purify 
you—but your sins? As you 
dip in the Ganga, the sins 
are sitting in the tree on the 
riverbank ready to jump on 
you as soon as you get out.” 
He is saying that the trans-
formation of pilgrimage can 

be temporary unless we inte-
grate it into our deeper Self—
unless we feel that change 
inwardlyA pilgrim hiking 
under the sun to Mahavatar 
Babaji’s cave needs to take a 
sip of water every now and 
then. Likewise, we must 
take regular sips of silence, 
of peace, of joy—always re-
turning to that inner joy. 

Pilgrimages are one re-
minder of that joy. For the 
real pilgrimage, we have to 
go inside to discover that 
we are always on an in-
ner pilgrimage. This is the 
right attitude—the feeling 
that we are seekers. This is 

the attitude that will make 
those changes permanent 
in our lives. We never were 
stationary. We are always 
on pilgrimage, seeking God 
inwardly, deeper and deeper.

To finish that quote of 
Swamiji, he said, “Self-
transformation is the first 
and foremost thing that has 
to happen. But we must also 
do whatever is in our power 
to share God’s love and joy 
with others. These two taken 
together should be our fo-
cus. Deep self-offering to the 
Guru, and the dynamic shar-
ing of God’s love and joy with 
other truth-seeking souls.”

INNER TRANSFoRmATIoN
INNER woRld

keshava tyagi

painting of Yogananda by Nayaswami jyotish.through daily meditation, many of our tastes and habits may fall away of their own accord.





T20 WORLD CUP PRePaReD

‘The shOT’

sTOinis’ fiReWORks gUiDe 
aUsTRaLia TO CRUCiaL seven-WiCkeT 
Win OveR sRi Lanka
A quick fire half-cen-

tury from all-round-
er Marcus Stoinis 

and a 69-run partnership 
with skipper Aaron Finch 
helped defending champions 
Australia register a crucial 
seven-wicket win over Sri 
Lanka in their Group 1, Su-
per 12 match of the ongoing 
ICC T20 World Cup at Perth 
on Tuesday.

With this win, Australia 
is in fourth position in the 
points table with 2 points, 
one place below Asian 
champions Sri Lanka, who 
are in third with two points. 
Australia, chasing 158, did 
not get many chances to hit 
boundaries as Lankan bowl-
ers troubled them with their 
line and length.More than 
four overs went by when 
opener David Warner was 
caught by skipper Dasun 
Shanaka while attempt-
ing to drive. The spinner, 
Maheesh Theekshana, had 
given Lanka their first wicket 
at 26 runs, and the southpaw 
was back in the pavilion for 
11 off 10 balls.

Mitchell Marsh joined 
skipper Aaron Finch at the 
crease. For the first time in 
their T20I history, Austra-
lia finished the power play 
without scoring even a sin-
gle four or six. In six overs, 
Australia was at 33/1, with 
Marsh (1*) and Finch (9*) at 
the crease.

In the second ball of the 
8th over, Marsh broke 
the boundary drought by 
smashing Wanindu Hasa-
ranga for a four and six. With 
that six, Australia crossed 
the 50-run mark in the 8th 
over.

Finch also let loose with his 
arms on the first ball of the 

next over, launching a mas-
sive slog over wide-long. Just 
when it seemed the Aussies 
were accelerating, Marsh 
gave a catch to Bhanuka Ra-
japaksa at long-off. Dhanan-
jaya de Silva sent Marsh back 
for 17 off 17 balls. Australia 
were 60/2 at this point in 8.3 
overs.

Glenn Maxwell joined 
Finch. He swung things in 
Australia’s favour by smash-
ing Hasaranga for two sixes 
and a four in the 10th over, 
which gave away 19 runs in 
total. At the end of 10 overs, 
Australia was at 85/2, with 
Maxwell (22*) and Finch 
(23*).

Maxwell had injected 
some life into the game, but 
was struck in the throat in 
the 12th over. In the next 
over, Chamika Karunaratne 
picked up his wicket after 
Ashen Bandara caught him 
near the boundary rope. The 
all-rounder was dismissed 
for a quickfire 23 off 12 balls, 
reducing the Aussies to 89/3 
in 12.2 overs.

Marcus Stoinis was next 
up at the crease. Australia 
reached the 100-run mark 
in 13.4 overs. Finch had kept 
one end steady with his pa-
tient approach while Stoi-
nis feasted on the bowling 
of Shanaka and Hasaranga, 
smashing them for fours and 
sixes easily. Hasaranga, a star 
for SL all this while, suffered 
the worst, smashed for 19 
runs in his 15th over.

At the end of 15 overs, 
Australia was at 126/3, with 
Finch (27*) and Stoinis (34*) 
at the crease. Stoinis contin-
ued to assault the Lankan 
bowlers, forming a 20-ball, 
50-run partnership. He also 
brought up his half-century 
in just 17 balls, the fastest by 
an Aussie in T20I history.

The duo helped Australia 

win the match with 21 balls 
to spare and seven wickets 
in hand. Australia finished at 
158/3 in 16.3 overs, with Stoi-
nis having scored 59* in just 
18 balls with four fours and 
six sixes and Finch unbeaten 
at 31* off 42 balls at the other 
end. Both had a partnership 
of 69 runs in just 25 balls.

Theekshana, Dhananjaya, 
and Karunaratne took a 
wicket each for SL.

Earlier, Australian bowlers 
made a great comeback after 
a 69-run stand for the second 
wicket between Pathum Nis-
sanka and Dhananjaya de 
Silva to reduce Sri Lanka to 
a modest 157/6 in their Group 
1 Super 12 match of the ICC 
T20 World Cup in Perth on 
Tuesday.

The Lankans were in a 
good position after a 69-run 
stand for the second wicket 
between Nissanka (40) and 
de Silva (26) kept the Lank-
ans in a good position, but 
the Aussies made a come-
back with some quick wick-

ets, exploiting the Lankans’ 
tendency to hit loose shots. 
However, Charith Asalanka 
(38*) made sure his side fin-
ished on a decent note.

Put to bat first by Australia, 
Sri Lanka faced a huge blow 
when pacer Pat Cummins 
sent back in-form opener 
Kusal Mendis for just 5 off 
6 balls after the batter mis-
timed a pull attempt that 
went straight into the hands 
of Mitchell Marsh in the mid-
wicket region. Sri Lanka was 
6/1.

Following this, opener 
Pathum Nissanka and 
Dhananjaya de Silva joined 
forces and kept the score-
board ticking with some 
careful strike rotation and at 
least one boundary per over. 
However, at the latter stages 
of the power-play, Austra-
lian bowlers delivered some 
extras due to some sloppy 
bowling.

At the end of the power-
play, Sri Lanka was at 36/1, 
with de Silva (6*) and Nis-

sanka (17*).
The Asian champions 

reached the 50-run mark in 
eight overs and their innings 
seemed to be on the right 
track. A fifty-run stand for 
the second wicket was put 
up between Silva (15*) and 
Nissanka (28*) in 41 balls.

At the end of 10 overs, Sri 
Lanka was at 63/1, with de 
Silva (17*) and Nissanka (32*) 
at the crease. The duo had 
collectively scored only four 
boundaries, focusing mostly 
on strike rotation.

The 69-run stand between 
Silva and Nissanka was bro-
ken by spinner Ashton Agar, 
after the former was caught 
brilliantly by David Warner 
in the long-off region. Silva 
was back in the hut for 26 
off 23 balls and the Lankans 
were 75/2 in 11.3 overs.

Asalanka was the next man 
up for Sri Lanka, who made 
an immediate impact by 
smashing Marsh for a four 
and six in the 13th over.

A well-set Nissanka also 

had to return after being 
run out by the pair of Marsh 
and wicketkeeper Matthew 
Wade for 40 off 45 balls. Sri 
Lanka’s was 97/3.

Bhanuka Rajapaksa was 
the next batter on the crease. 
Sri Lanka touched the 100-
run mark in 14.1 overs. He 
scored a boundary, but his 
stay was limited to just five 
balls by Mitchell Starc, who 
got his first victim of the day 
with assistance from Cum-
mins. Sri Lanka was down 
to 106/4 in 14.5 overs.

With five overs left, Sri 
Lanka was at 106/4, with 
Asalanka (16*) joined by 
skipper Dasun Shanaka. 
The Lankans continued to 
witness a slide in momentum 
as skipper Shanaka skied 
one, caught by Wade, giv-
ing Glenn Maxwell his first 
wicket for the day.

SL had lost half of their bat-
ters for 111 runs. They lost 
four wickets within the space 
of just 36 runs, allowing the 
Aussies to make a comeback 
after the Silva-Nissanka 
stand.

Josh Hazlewood claimed 
the scalp of all-rounder 
Wanindu Hasaranga for just 
one run. Hasanranga edged a 
length ball pitched at the sev-
enth stump to give a catch to 
Wade. At 120/6 in 17.3 overs, 
SL needed some intervention 
to improve their situation.

On the crease, Asalanka 
joined Chamika Karunara-
tne.Asalanka helped his 
side cross the 150-run mark 
in 19.5 overs. The final over 
by Cummins was extremely 
expensive as it gave away 20 
runs.

Sri Lanka finished at 157/6 
with Asalanka (38*) and Ka-
runaratne (14*).

Starc, Cummins, Hazle-
wood, Agar, and Maxwell 
got a wicket each.
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Hockey India 
announce team for 
FIH Pro League 
matches against 
Spain, New Zealand

indian Men’s hockey Team

Marcus stoinis celebrating hid half-century against sri Lanka.

Virat Kohli

Hockey India on Tuesday named the 22-member Indian 
Men’s Hockey Team for the upcoming double-header 
matches against Spain and New Zealand in the season 
opener of the FIH Hockey Pro League 2022-2023 to be 
held in Bhubaneswar, Odisha.

India is scheduled to take on New Zealand when they 
begin their campaign on 28 October and, in their second 
match, India will take on Spain on 30 October. In the fol-
lowing week, India will play their second tie against New 
Zealand on 4 November and play Spain on November 6, 
as per a release from Hockey India.

All matches will be held at 1900 hours at the iconic 
Kalinga Hockey Stadium, which will also host the 
most-awaited FIH Odisha Men’s Hockey World Cup 
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela in January 2023.

The Indian team will be led by Captain Harmanpreet 
Singh, and he will be ably assisted by the experienced 
midfielder Manpreet Singh. The team will also see some 
fresh faces in Mohd Raheel Mouseen, who was part of 
India’s victorious outing in the FIH Hockey 5’s earlier 
this year, and S Karthi, who played his maiden tourna-
ment for India at the Asia Cup Jakarta.

The team includes goalkeepers Krishan Bahadur 
Pathak and PR Sreejesh. Among the defenders, Jarman-
preet Singh, Surender Kumar, Harmanpreet Singh, Amit 
Rohidas, Jugraj Singh, Mandeep Mor, and Nilam Sanjeep 
Xess have been selected.

Midfielders Sumit, Manpreet Singh, Hardik Singh, 
Moirangthem Rabichandra Singh, Shamsher Singh, 
Rajkumar Pal, and Mohd Raheel Mouseen have been 
picked to represent India. In the forward line, S. Karthi 
has been credited for his performance in the Asia Cup 
held in Jakarta earlier this year. He will play alongside 
experienced forwards Mandeep Singh, Dilpreet Singh, 
Abhishek, and Sukhjeet Singh.

Speaking about the team, Chief Coach Graham Reid 
said: “We have chosen an experienced squad to play the 
first two rounds of Pro League starting this weekend in 
Bhubaneswar. Given that, we also have two new players 
playing in the Pro League.”

18 April, 1986 is one of the most 
painful days for Indian cricket. 4 
runs required by Pakistan to win 
the final of the Austral-Asia Cup 
in Sharjah and Javed Miandad 
slams a low full-toss of Chetan 
Sharma for a six to seal the most 
incredible victory for Pakistan. 
Until that moment, Sharma was 
the pick of the bowlers with 3 
precious wickets for 40 runs in 
8 overs. It all changed in just one 
ball. For Sharma, for India, for 
Pakistan. 

That last-ball six haunted In-
dia for a very long time. Prior 
to that six, India and Pakistan 
had played each other thrice in 
Sharjah and India had won on 
two occasions. But, all of that 
changed following the last-ball 
assault by Miandad. India would 
go on to lose the next 6 ODIs at 
Sharjah against Pakistan and 
win only one in 12 games at that 
same venue. Hearts were bro-
ken, minds were frozen. Indian 
cricket had to endure a torrid 
period. 

Although India enjoy a very 
special World Cup record 
against Pakistan, there was al-
ways the overhang of that Mian-
dad incident each time the arch-
rivals met at different venues. 
It needed something very very 

special to bury that. It needed 
an Indian do a Miandad. 

CriCket’s ‘the shot’ 
moment 
And that’s exactly what Virat 
Kohli did. While we all rejoice 
the way Kohli timed the chase to 
near perfection, the one moment 
in the game that buried the 1986 
Sharjah moment was the penul-
timate ball of the 19th over. India 
needed 28 off 8 at that stage and 
Haris Rauf was in the middle of 
a beautiful spell of bowling. He 
had given away only 24 from 
3.4 and had taken the prized 
wickets of Rohit Sharma and 
Suryakumar Yadav. 

For the fifth ball of the over, 
Rauf altered his pace in the 
hope Kohli will become a victim 
of a mishit. On the contrary, the 
variation in pace was beautifully 
picked by Kohli and he slammed 
it straight over long-on from 
almost the bottom end of the 
bat for a massive six. That was 
a near-impossible shot to ex-
ecute, and no coaching manual 
would ever teach one. That shot 
was even more special because 
just the previous ball, Rauf had 
bowled a back-of-the-length 
hard ball, which was barely 
connected by Pandya towards 
long-on for a single. 

Anticipating a similar length 
and pace, Kohli was on the 

back-foot and was probably 
looking to cut the ball over the 
infield towards point or third-

man. But, with Rauf changing 
his pace, Kohli played the arrow 
shot straight over long-on for a 

six. An execution masterclass 
that doesn’t find a place in the 
coaching manual. 

Captain kohli 
That shot was a classic case of a 
flight emergency and the QRH 
(Quick Reference Handbook) 
having no meaningful guidance 
for the pilot. It was pure instinct. 
In aviation, they often say, it is 
the pilot’s instinct that can be 
as important as the QRH, if not 
more. This was just that. 

For a few moments after that 
six, the cricket purist in me was 
left wondering how Kohli even 
executed that shot. My mind 
was so involved in that shot that 
I missed paying more than a 
visual attention to the last ball 
of the over, which too went for 
a six. 

It would be safe to say that the 
shot over long-on should find 
its place in cricketing books as 
‘The shot’ – for the execution, 
tenacity and presence of mind. 
The Michael Jordan moment 
of cricket. That shot even had 
the Master Blaster, Sachin Ten-
dulkar stunned. His Tweet sums 
it up. “It was a treat to watch you 
play, the six off the back foot in 
the 19th over against Rauf over 
long on was spectacular!” 

and, kohli raises the 
bar again
For me, that shot by Kohli has 
permanently buried the ‘Mian-
dad demons’ that have haunted 

us Indians for nearly four de-
cades. It was a redemption shot 
not just for Indian cricket, but 
for Virat Kohli the batter. He was 
under so much scrutiny until 
recently. Even yours truly was 
not keen on having him in the 
Indian squad for the World Cup 
earlier in the summer. He proved 
everyone wrong. He answered 
his critics. Most importantly, he 
answered himself. 

As I end, I remember the fa-
mous speech from the movie, 
Without Limits. The charac-
ter, Bill Bowerman (founder of 
Nike) talks about the American 
long-distance runner, Steve Pre-
fontaine. Bill had said, “Pre was 
stubborn. He insisted on hold-
ing himself to a higher standard 
than victory. That’s what he said. 
That’s what he believed. And he 
was out to make it one every step 
of the way.” 

Virat Kohli probably feels ex-
actly that way. Watching him 
bat in the last two balls of the 19th 
over clearly showed it was not 
just about a win but something 
way more than a win. Nobody 
knows what that ‘more than 
a win’ was or is. We will never 
know. After all, some things are 
just meant to be. 
Rajesh Viswanathan was a sports 
Commentator at Zee Sports and a 
former Managing Editor (Sports) 
at Microsoft

‘shaRjah DemOn’ finaLLy bURieD afTeR 36 yeaRs
India’s incredible comeback to beat Pakistan in the MCG epic can mean many things to many people. The most important 
unsaid outcome - India have finally buried the ‘Miandad demon’ from Sharjah after 36 years.


