
In a historic move on 
Thursday, the Board 
of Control for Cricket 

in India (BCCI), India’s 
cricket governing body, an-
nounced an equal match fee 

for both men’s and women’s 
cricketers in the country. 

BCCI secretary Jay Shah 
announced the historical 
development in a tweeter: 
“I’m pleased to announce 
BCCI’s first step towards 
tackling discrimination. 
We are implementing a pay 

equity policy for our con-
tracted women cricketers. 
The match fee for both Men 
and Women Cricketers will 
be the same as we move 
into a new era of gender 
equality in Indian Cricket.”  

BCCI secretary Shah also 
highlighted the new fees for 

the contracted players and 
stressed that the Indian 
Women’s cricket team will 
earn the same match fees as 
their male counterparts. 

“ T h e  @ B C C I Wo m e n 
cricketers will be paid the 
same match fee as their 
male counterparts. Test 

(INR 15 lakhs), ODI (INR 6 
lakhs), T20I (INR 3 lakhs). 
Pay equity was my commit-
ment to our women crick-
eters and I thank the Apex 
Council for their support. 
Jai Hind,” he added in an-
other tweet. 

Cutting across the sport-

ing fraternity, the move 
gets an overall applause. In-
dian skipper Harmanpreet 
Kaur took to social media 
to express happiness at the 
move, calling it a “red let-
ter day for women’s cricket 
in India. “Truly a red-letter 
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While announcing the decision, the BCCI says this signifies a new era of gender equality.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, in a conversation on 
Thursday, congratulated 
Rishi Sunak for his ascent 
to the UK Prime Ministerial 
post and agreed on the im-
portance of an early conclu-
sion of the Free Trade Agree-
ment between India and UK. 

PM Modi, following the 
talks, tweeted, “Glad to 
speak to Rishi Sunak to-
day. Congratulated him 
on assuming charge as UK 
PM. We will work together 
to further strengthen our 
Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership. We also agreed 
on the importance of an early 
conclusion of a comprehen-
sive and balanced FTA.” 

Rishi Sunak also thanked 

PM Modi for his “kind 
words” as the then-finance 
minister starts his new role 
as UK PM. “The UK and In-
dia share so much. I’m excit-
ed about what our two great 
democracies can achieve as 
we deepen our security, de-
fence, and economic part-
nership in the months and 
years ahead,” Sunak wrote 
in a tweet after his talks with 
PM Modi. 

After Rishi Sunak was de-
clared the new UK Prime 
Minister, in a tweet, PM 
Modi wished Sunak, who 
became the first Asian and 
Indian-origin Prime Minis-
ter of the United Kingdom 
on Monday, and said he is 
looking forward to working 
closely together on global 
issues. The Prime Minister 

Pakistan’s back 
to back defeat 
in t20 wc
Perth: Pakistan’s over-
reliance on their opening 
batting pair came back to 
haunt them as Zimbabwe 
pipped them in a low-scoring 
thriller by one run to clinch 
their first Super-12 win of 
the ongoing t20 World Cup 
on thursday at the Perth 
Stadium. Pakistan made a 
mess of a paltry chase as they 
suffered a batting collapse 
and left their bowlers to 
chase and win the match for 
them. All-rounder Sikandar 
raza took three wickets in a 
short span to dismantle the 
chase. Shan Masood was the 
top-scorer for Pakistan but 
failed to see his team over 
the line. Chasing the target, 
Pakistan were off to a slow 
start after Pakistan openers 
Babar Azam and Mohammad 
rizwan were watchful of the 
new ball and scored just three 
runs from the first two overs. 

next hearinG on 
GyanvaPi on  
8 november 
VArAnASi: A Fast track 
Court on thursday has set 
november 8 for the next hear-
ing in the Gyanvapi’s mosque 
case. hindu side will approach 
the Supreme Court against 
the Varanasi court’s verdict 
refusing to allow a ‘scientific 
investigation’ of the purported 

‘Shivling’, claiming to be found 
on the Gyanvapi mosque 
premises. the hindu side had 
demanded carbon dating of 
the structure they claimed to 
be a Shivling found inside the 
Gyanvapi Mosque’s wazukha-
na. however, the Muslim side 
said that the structure found 
was a ‘fountain’. the hindu 
side had then submitted an 
application on September 22 
that sought a carbon dating of 
the object they claimed to be 

‘Shivling’.

top of the day

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Thursday an-
nounced to open branches 
of the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) in all 
states across the country by 
2024 as part of the Centre’s 
plan to build an anti-terror-
ism network. 

The Home Minister made 
the announcement while 
speaking at the two-day 

‘Chintan Shivir’ of Home 
Ministers’ of states here to 
prepare an action plan for 
the implementation of the 
Centre’s ‘vision 2047’ on 
internal security. The aim of 

the conference is also to fa-
cilitate national policy mak-
ing and better planning and 
coordination.

The chief ministers of 
eight states and home min-
isters and deputy chief min-
isters of 16 states gathered 
at the event, which is be-
ing chaired by Amit Shah. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will address the ses-
sion on Friday through 
video-conferencing. West 
Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee and her 
Bihar counterpart Nitish 
Kumar--both having charg-
es of the Home Ministry of 
their states--skipped the 
event.

Addressing the ‘shivir’, 
Shah Said, “Government 
led by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi has a zero-
tolerance policy against 
terrorism and NIA and 
other agencies are being 
strengthened to achieve a 
decisive victory. Efforts are 
being made to build an anti-
terrorism network by set-
ting up NIA branches in all 
States before 2024.”

The Minister mentioned 
that areas affected by Left 
Wing Extremism, Jammu 
and Kashmir and the North 
East, which were once hot 
spots of violence and unrest, 
are now becoming hot spots 
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azam khan 
Gets 3-year jail 
terms for 
hate sPeech 

Plot to target Jammu 
railway station foiled 

amid russia-ukraine war, 
jaishankar to visit moscow 

Union government 
orders NIA probe into 
Coimbatore blast

Samajwadi Party (SP) leader 
Azam Khan and two other 
accused were sentenced to 
three years in prison along 
with a fine of Rs 2,000 in a 
hate speech case against Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath. 

The Rampur court on 
Thursday convicted the 
Samajwadi Party’s senior 
leader. A case was reg-
istered against Khan in 
Rampur in April 2019, for 
allegedly making provoca-
tive remarks against the Ad-
ityanath and the then Dis-
trict Magistrate of Rampur, 
Aunjaneya Kumar Singh. 

Khan, 74, was granted bail 

The Government Railway 
Police (GRP) has averted 
a major terror plot and 
successfully recovered 18 
detonators, a box full of ex-
plosive material from Taxi 

stand of Jammu Railway 
station.  

Senior Superintendent, 
GRP Jammu, Arif Rishu 
while speaking to media 
said, “During a routine 
checking on Thursday we 
got a message about a sus-

During his maiden visit to 
Russia since the outbreak of 
the Ukraine war, External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar will hold talks with his 
Russian counterpart, Ser-
gey Lavrov, said Russian 

Foreign Ministry Spokes-
person Maria Zakharova. 

The ministers will hold 
talks on 8 November in 
Moscow where they will 
discuss the current state of 
bilateral relations and the 
international agenda. Jais-
hankar’s visit to Moscow 

The Central government 
on Thursday ordered a Na-
tional Investigation Agency 
(NIA) probe into the 23 Oc-
tober Coimbatore LPG cyl-
inder explosion in a car. The 
NIA will look into the pos-
sibility of cross-state issues 
and the international angle 
into the matter. 

Immediately after the or-
der the NIA registered a 
case. “We have re-regis-
tered an FIR after taking 
over the investigation in 
the Coimbatore blast case 
from state police,” a top 
NIA official said. 

The Counter-Terrorism 
and Counter Radicaliza-
tion (CTCR) division of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 

(MHA) issued the order a 
day after Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister M.K. Stalin recom-
mended a NIA probe in the 
case. 

Stalin, in a recommenda-
tion letter, to the MHA had 
requested on Wednesday 
to transfer the investiga-
tion of the case related to 
the car cylinder explosion 
in the Ukkadam area in 
Coimbatore to the NIA and 
directed police to ensure se-
curity in Coimbatore. 

Tamil Nadu Police so far 
has arrested six people in 
connection with the case, 
and have invoked the Un-
lawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act (UAPA). Those 
arrested are learnt to be as-
sociates of Jameesha Mubin, 
who was charred to death 
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India to upgrade Nyoma 
airfield near LAC with China 

Amid reports of China 
building new military in-
frastructure on its side, In-
dia is soon going to begin 

the construction work for 
upgrading its Nyoma Ad-
vanced Landing Ground 
(ALG) for fighter aircraft 
operations less than 50 
kilometres from the LAC 
in eastern Ladakh, said 

Indian Army officials on 
Thursday. 

The Nyoma airfield has 
been used for the transpor-
tation of men and materiel 
during the ongoing stand-
off with China and has 

seen operations of Chinook 
heavy-lift choppers and 
C-130J Special Operations 
aircraft. 
“The ALG is going to be 
soon upgraded for fighter 
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Union Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh on Thursday 
said the Centre’s aim is to 
implement the resolution 

unanimously passed in the 
Indian Parliament on 22 Feb-
ruary 1994, to reclaim the 
remaining parts of Kashmir 
such as Gilgit and Baltistan 
in Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir. 

Rajnath Singh attended the 
‘Shaurya Diwas’ celebrations 
in Srinagar on Thursday 
to commemorate the air-
landed operations of Indian 
Army at Budgam Airport 
in 1947, which ensured the 

first civil-military victory of 
Independent India. On 27 
October 1947, Indian Army 
troops were transported 
by the Indian Air Force to 
Budgam Airport to evict 
Pakistani forces from J-K, a 

day after the ‘Instrument of 
Accession’ was signed be-
tween Maharaja Hari Singh 
and Republic of India. 27 Oc-
tober, hence is celebrated as 
‘Infantry Day’. 

Addressing the event, the 

Defence Minister said that 
India is committed to imple-
ment the resolution passed 
in the Parliament about re-
trieving the part of Kashmir 
under illegal occupation of 

16
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azam Khan gets 3-year jail terms For hate speeCh 

Union government orders NIA 
probe into Coimbatore blast

Plot to target Jammu 
railway station foiled 

amid russia-uKraine war, jaishanKar 
to visit mosCow 

picious bag at Taxi stand, immediately out 
party rushed to the spot and seized two boxes 
containing explosive materials at the taxi stand at 
Jammu railway station.

Rishu further added that both the boxes were inside a bag 
that was found abandoned near the taxi stand. Eighteen 
detonators, some wax-type material (most likely explosive) 
weighing 500g and some wire were found inside those 
boxes”. Rishu said FIR has been lodged in this regard but no 
arrest has been made yet.

Earlier in the morning police claimed to have recovered 
incriminating posters of terrorist organization in pasted on 
some boards and a poles at Bari Brahmana area in Samba 
district. 

comes at 
a crucial 

time when the 
w a r  b e t w e e n 
R u s s i a  a n d 

Ukraine has escalated in re-
cent times. 

This visit is also coming 
at a time when the Indian 
embassy in Kyiv has issued 
a fresh advisory asking all 
Indian citizens in Ukraine 

to leave the country imme-
diately in view of escalating 
hostilities in the Ukraine 
war. 

During UNGA, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister met 
his Russian counterpart 
Sergey Lavrov and ex-
changed views on Ukraine. 

‘’A wide-ranging conversa-
tion with FM Sergey Lavrov 
at #UNGA 77. Discussed our 

bilateral cooperation. Ex-
changed views on Ukraine, 
G-20 and UN reforms,’’ Jais-
hankar tweeted. 

The meeting was held just 
hours before Lavrov’s ad-
dress to the high-level UN 
General Assembly’s general 
debate where he called for 
UNSC reform and backed 
India in an expanded Secu-
rity Council.

Pakistan 
including 

Gilgit and Baltis-
tan. 

“Now we have 
just started walking towards 
north. Our journey will be 
completed only when we 
implement the resolution 
passed unanimously in the 
Indian Parliament on Febru-
ary 22, 1994, and according-
ly, we will reach our remain-
ing parts, such as Gilgit and 
Baltistan,” he said.

The minister added that 
post-independence the peo-
ple of J-K were deprived of 
development and tranquilli-
ty for decades, until the gov-
ernment led by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi came 
to the helm and abrogated 
Article 370, bringing a new 
era of peace and progress in 
the Union Territory. 

He said, earlier some anti-
India elements used to dis-
turb peace and harmony 
in the name of religion, but 

now there is peace and tran-
quillity in J-K due to the per-
sistent efforts by the govern-
ment and the armed forces. 

“Pakistan is fully respon-
sible for inhuman incidents 
against innocent Indians in 
PoK. In the times to come, 
Pakistan will face the result 
of its atrocities. Today, the 
region of J-K and Ladakh is 
touching new heights of de-
velopment. This is just the 
beginning.” 

He said that everyone 
knows how much Pakistan, 
which sheds crocodile tears 
in the name of human rights, 
cares for the people of PoK. 
“I would like to ask Pakistan 
how many rights has it given 
to the people of our areas 
that it has taken unauthor-
ized possession of. Everyone 
knows how much Pakistan, 
which sheds crocodile tears 
in the name of human rights, 
cares for the people of these 
areas. Pakistan is fully re-
sponsible for inhuman in-

cidents. Pakistan, which is 
sowing the seeds of atroci-
ties in PoK today, will have 
to face thorns in the coming 
time,” said Singh.

Emphasising that terror-
ism has no religion, Rajnath 
said countless lives were 
lost and countless houses 
were destroyed in the name 
of Kashmiriyat. “The ‘tan-
dav’ of terrorism which this 
state witnessed in the name 
of Kashmiriyat cannot be de-
scribed. Countless lives were 
lost, and countless houses 
were destroyed. There is no 
account of how much blood 
was shed in the name of re-
ligion. Many people have 
tried to link terrorism with 
religion. But are the victims 
of terrorism confined to any 
one religion? Does a terror-
ist act after seeing whether 
there is a Hindu or a Mus-
lim in front? Terrorists only 
know how to execute their 
plans by targeting India,” 
said the Defence Minister.

aircraft 
operations 

as most of the 
required clear-
ances and ap-

provals have come already. 
As per plans, the construc-
tion of the new airfield and 
the military infrastructure 
would be done by the Bor-
der Roads Organisation,” 
senior defence officials said. 

The capability of operat-
ing fighter aircraft from 
this area would strengthen 
the Air Force’s ability to 
tackle any misadventures 

by the adversary in a faster 
way. The inauguration of 
the construction work is 
expected to begin soon in 
the eastern Ladakh sector 
after the clearances by the 
Modi government in the 
area, they said. 

India has been consider-
ing multiple options for de-
veloping airfields in eastern 
Ladakh including Daulat 
Beg Oldi (DBO), Fukche 
and Nyoma which are at a 
distance of a few minutes 
from the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC) with China. 

a l s o  e x-
tended Diwali 
wishes to the “liv-
ing bridge” of UK 

Indians. 
Britain’s Conservative 

Party leader Rishi Sunak 
became the first Indian-
origin UK Prime Minister. 

“Warmest congratulations @

RishiSunak! As you become 
UK PM, I look forward to 
working closely together 
on global issues and imple-
menting Roadmap 2030. 
Special Diwali wishes to the 

‘living bridge’ of UK Indians, 
as we transform our historic 
ties into a modern partner-
ship,” PM Modi had tweeted.

India to reclaim PoK, 
that’s our aim: Rajnath india to upgrade nyoma airField 

near laC with China 

In maiden talks, Modi, 
Sunak agree on early 
conclusion of FTA 

nia branChes in all states 
by 2024: amit shah

tata-airbus airCraFt manuFaCturing FaCility 
in gujarat, pm to inaugurate on sunday

of  devel-
opment. Noting 
that cyber-crime 
is a big challenge 

before the country and the 
world today, Shah said the 
Ministry of Home Affairs is 
committed to battle against 
it. The Home Minister also 

said that the Central govern-
ment led by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is promot-
ing the three C’s approach-- 
Cooperation, Coordination 
and Collaboration--- under 

‘Whole of Government’ and 
‘Team India Approach’. 

He later mentioned that 

Modi-led government is de-
termined to save the coun-
try and the youth from the 
menace of narcotics and our 
policy is showing results, 
under which drugs worth 
more than Rs. 20,000 
crores have been seized so 
far. 

and a week 
to appeal the sen-
tence.  After the 
court’s verdict, 

the veteran leader said, “I 

have not lost faith. Not all 
doors have closed - I will ap-
peal before a higher court.” 

The Samajwadi leader 
faces 87 cases, with charges 

ranging from corruption 
and theft to land grab, filed 
since the BJP took power 
in Uttar Pradesh in 2017. 
Khan had been behind the 

bars over the past several 
months in multiple cases 
filed against him. Khan’s 
conviction comes a week 
after the Supreme Court 

asked the Centre and the 
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand governments 
to act tough on hate speech-
es.

in suspicious circum-
stances after an LPG cylin-
der inside a Maruti 800 he 
was driving exploded near a 

temple in Coimbatore around 4 am on 
23 October. 

According to police, Mubin, 25, an 
engineering graduate, has been previ-
ously questioned by the NIA in 2019 
for alleged terror links. His name is 
mentioned as the primary accused in 
the case. 

The sixth arrested person has been 
identified as Afsar Khan alias Upsar 
Khan, a relative of Jamesa Mubin who 
was killed when the car bomb exploded. 
Afsar Khan allegedly procured some of 
the raw materials used to make the ex-
plosives through e-commerce websites. 

“Afsar Khan a cousin of Jamesa Mubin 
who died in the Ukkadam car cylinder 

blast was arrested by police officials 
today. Afsar Khan was picked up two 
days before by the special investigation 
team,” Coimbatore Police said. 

Five people arrested on Monday night 
were Mohammad Thalka, 25, Moham-
mad Asarudheen, 25, Muhammad Ri-
yaz, 27, Feroz Ismail, 27, and Moham-
mad Navaz Ismail, 27. 

On Wednesday noon, Police officials 
also conducted searches on Khan’s resi-
dence and took his laptop. The Coim-
batore Police has said they suspect that 
some of the explosive materials which 
were seized from the house of the de-
ceased were purchased online from 
popular e-commerce websites. 

Coimbatore Police Commissioner 
Balakrishnan said that the ingredients 
that were recovered from the spot are 
used for making low-explosive bombs. 

“We are trying to find who all are con-
nected to their plot and execution of 
the conspiracy and how the explosive 
materials were purchased. Some of the 
investigation done so far indicates that 
Jamesa Mubin had bought many items 
through Amazon and other courier 
services. We are investigating all the 
angles. When we visited Mubin’s resi-
dence, outside his house a few Amazon 
empty boxes were found,” Balakrish-
nan said.

He said that apart from the arrest 
that has been made, the police have 
been questioning people and trying to 
keep the investigation open to find out 
all possibilities. The police official fur-
ther said that the materials that were 
seized from the house of the deceased 
indicated that there was an intention to 
make more bombs.
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day for Women’s Cricket in India with pay 
parity announced for women and men. Thank 
you @BCCI and @JayShah.” 

Legendary Indian batter and former batter 
Mithali Raj said with this move and the Women’s IPL next 
year, the country is stepping into a new era of women’s 
cricket.

“This is a historic decision for women’s cricket in India!” 
Former Indian spin great Harbhajan Singh extended 

his congratulations to BCCI by tweeting, “Happy to know 
that @BCCI has taken the decision of pay equity policy for 
sportspersons in cricket. BCCI has set a standard for other 
sports bodies. A historic milestone indeed!”

The National Commission for Women (NCW) also wel-
comed the decision. The chairperson, Rekha Sharma, said, 
“Women cricketers earning the same match fee as their 
male counterparts heralds a new era of equal opportuni-
ties and is a significant advancement toward achieving 
gender equality. Additionally, it will also encourage greater 
participation of women in sports.” 

on the radar

Gautam Lahiri

Congress 
to amend 
Constitution 
For sonia? 
Since Sonia Gandhi’s 
tenure as Congress 
president is over, it re-
mains to be seen wheth-
er the new president, 
Mallikarjun Kharge, 
will also take over as 
the Chairman of the 
Congress Parliamentary 
Party and UPA. The AiCC 
headquarters will give an 
indication if Kharge does 
not want to allow Sonia 
Gandhi to remain in the 
backseat, unlike the 
‘margdarshak’ mandal 
of the BJP. The Congress 
constitution states that 
the Congress president 
will be the Chairperson 
of the Congress Parlia-
mentary Committee. 
when Sonia Gandhi took 
charge as the chairper-
son, the constitution 
was amended for her. 
in the change of guard 
ceremony, the outgoing 
president was heard 
saying, “Great Relief’ 
as she handed over the 
charge to Kharge. Those 
in attendance at the 
ceremony could clearly 
hear Kharge disagreeing 
with Mrs Gandhi. he was 
murmuring, “who will 
allow you to go away?” 
it may happen that the 
Congress President may 
urge Sonia Gandhi to 
continue as the Chair-
person of the Parlia-
mentary Party and UPA. 
Sonia Gandhi’s tenure 
as Congress president 
is over, it remains to be 
seen whether the new 
president, Mallikarjun 
Kharge, will also take 
over as the Chairman of 
the Congress Parlia-
mentary Party and UPA. 
The AiCC headquarters 
will give an indication if 
Kharge does not want 
to allow Sonia Gandhi to 
remain in the backseat, 
unlike the ‘margdar-
shak’ mandal of the BJP. 
The Congress consti-
tution states that the 
Congress president will 
be the Chairperson of 
the Congress Parlia-
mentary Committee. 
when Sonia Gandhi took 
charge as the chairper-
son, the constitution 
was amended for her. 
in the change of guard 
ceremony, the outgoing 
president was heard 
saying, ‘Great Relief’ 
as she handed over the 
charge to Kharge. 

media outreaCh 
For rahul’s 
yatra
The Congress has com-
plained to the national 
media that they are not 
doing justice to Rahul 
Gandhi’s Bharot Jodo 
Yatra. The Congress has 
planned to give special 
interviews to media peo-
ple during the course of 
the yatra. But a condition 
has been put on the me-
dia. Those media people 
will be given priority to 
interview Rahul Gandhi, 
who walked with him for 
3 days in the yatra. Con-
gress leaders are also 
busy chalking out plans 
for the media to get a 
“huge response” from 
the common people.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will 
inaugurate a mega aircraft manufac-
turing project in Vadodara in Gujarat 
on Sunday. C-295 transport aircraft 
for the Indian Air Force will be man-
ufactured by Tata-Airbus. 

Apart from making 40 aircraft, this 
facility at Vadodara would be manu-
facturing additional aircraft for Air 
Force requirements and exports, 
as per Defence Secretary Aramane 
Giridhar. IAF officials said the first 
Indian Air Force squadron of C-295 
transport aircraft would also be 
based in Vadodara. According to 
Defence Ministry officials, 96 per 
cent of the work that Airbus does in 
its facility in Spain would be done in 
the Indian facility and the electronic 
warfare suite for the aircraft would 

be done by public sector Bharat Elec-
tronics (BEL). 

Noting that this would be having 
one of the highest indigenous con-
tent, the defence officials added that 
the aircraft built in India would be 
supplied from 2026 to 2031 and the 
first 16 aircraft will come between 
2023 to 2025. 

IAF Vice Chief Air Marshal 
Sandeep Singh underscored that 
the Indian Air Force would ulti-
mately become the largest opera-
tor of this C-295 transport aircraft. 
Defence Secretary Aramane Girid-
har said there is no ban on imports. 
“The policy is that whatever can 
be built in India would be built 
here. There’s an aggressive push 
to promote make-in-India items 
for Defence Forces. Operational 
preparedness isn’t compromised 
and operational readiness is at 

forefront of our minds,” he added. 
India has signed the deal for this 
project as per the defence procure-
ment procedure 2011 under which 
the tender for the project was issued. 

The contract was signed on Sep-
tember 24 in the defence ministry 
between India and Airbus. Airbus 
has signed a contract with Tata as 
its production partner in India. 
On September 8 last year, Cabinet 
Committee on Security approved the 
procurement of fifty-six C-295MW 
transport aircraft from Airbus De-
fence and Space S.A., Spain for the 
Indian Air Force. 

C-295MW aircraft is a trans-
port aircraft of 5-10 Tonne capac-
ity with contemporary technology 
that will replace the ageing Avro 
aircraft of the Indian Air Force. 
The aircraft has a rear ramp door 
for quick reaction and para drop-

ping of troops and cargo. Earlier, 
after the deal was signed between 
the Defence Ministry and Airbus 
of Spain, the partner companies 
announced that the over Rs 15,000 
crore deal would help in the cre-
ation of 15,000 direct and 10,000 
direct jobs in the high-skill sector. 
“We have looked at many locations 
and the process is still going on. We 
are yet to finalise the location. There 
are multiple stakeholders in the proj-
ect and all aspects have to be looked 
into. We are hoping it would be done 
soon,” Tata Advanced System Lim-
ited Head Sukaran Singh had said. 

He had also added the project was 
one of the last projects on which the 
former Tata group chairman had 
worked. Singh said he was sure that 
from the fifth year of the project, the 
Tata group would have learnt signifi-
cantly about aircraft manufacturing. 

india, us wargames near China 
border From 15 november
new delhi: india and the US will hold their regular 
Yudhabhyas series of wargames in the Auli area in Utta-
rakhand along the China border from november 15. The 
exercise, which was planned many months in advance, 
was earlier planned to be held in October but would now 
be held next month, Army officials said. The war games 
would see the two armies practice counter-terrorist op-
erations along with many drills during the exercise, they 
said. The exercise would be held from november 15 to 
december 2 in the mountainous terrain in the area which 
has seen the additional deployment of assets and troops 
in the last two years, they said.
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CHHATH PUJA 2022

IN DELHI

NATIONAL PRIDE

In a combined effort, the art-
ists and students of Bihar 
displayed a 21-foot long and 
15-foot wide Chhath puja 
painting on the river Ganga.
Chhath Puja is one of the most 
auspicious festivals in Bihar, 
Jharkhand and Eastern Uttar 
Pradesh. The four-day-long 
festival starts with the ‘Nahai 

Khai’ ritual, following day, 
Kharna is observed, third day, 
‘Sandhya Arghya’ and ends 
with ‘Usha Arghya’ (prayers to 

the rising sun). The festival is 
dedicated to Surya Bhagwaan 
(Sun God), whom people be-
lieve sustains life on Earth. 

People worship the Sun God 
during the festival, which will 
be celebrated between 28 Oc-
tober and 31 October this year.

Talking to the press about 
the painting, Vivekanand Pan-
dey, Pro Vice-Chancellor at 
Amity University, said, “This 
festival shows that sunrise and 
sunset are both very impor-
tant. Another thing which is 
important is ritualistic purity. 

We want the message of this 
festival to reach the world. We 
will submit this painting to the 
World Book of Records so that 
the whole world will be able to 
see it.”

Ankita, a student at Amity 
University, said, “The painting 
depicts the two major charac-
ters, Draupadi and Goddess 
Sita, who started this auspi-
cious festival, Chhath.”

The Delhi High Court on 
Thursday stayed the order 
passed by the Central Infor-
mation Commission (CIC) 
directing the Intelligence Bu-
reau (IB) to provide informa-
tion related to the issuance of 
a Look Out Circular (LOC) 
against the respondent. IB has 
sought the quashing of the or-
der, terming it illegal.

The bench of Justice Yash-
want Varma issued notice to 
Jayesh Vishnu Parab on the 
petition and directed them 
to file a reply. The CIC’s order 
has stayed. The matter has 
now been listed for 11 Febru-
ary, 2023.

“Why has IB moved? It is in 
your favour,” the court asked.

Advocate Harish Vaidya-
nathan Shankar, standing 
counsel for IB submitted that 
the reasoning, I believe is very 
flawed; it defeats the purpose 
of LOC. If I give details that 
LOC is for a, b, and c, they 
will leave the country in some 
other manner.

The court said that a citizen 
has the right to travel. “Why 
does he not have the right to 
know that? There has to be 
some rationale. Let’s not go 
down that road.”

The IB has challenged an 
order passed by the CIC on 
August 31, 2021, directing it to 
provide a revised reply on the 
application of Parab.

Pradhanmantri Sangraha-
laya located at Teen Murti 
Road in the national capital, 
received a record-breaking 
3,233 visitors in a day on Oc-
tober 15, 2022.

The Sangrahalaya was 
opened to the public on April 
21, 2022. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi threw open the 
museum to the public, said 
the Ministry of Culture. Till 
September 30, it had received 
1,15,161 visitors. Prominent 
national leaders, including 
the President, Vice President, 

Prime Minister, Home Min-
ister, Finance Minister, and 
other Union Cabinet Minis-
ters, State Chief Ministers, 
members of the higher judi-
ciary, diplomats, and other 
dignitaries have visited the 
Sangrahalaya. The museum 
showcases the lives of all the 
prime ministers of India, 
from Pandit Jawaharlal Ne-
hru to Dr. Manmohan Singh.

The management of San-
grahalaya is presently en-
gaged in adding a new gal-
lery on the present Prime 
Minister, Narendra Modi. It 
is scheduled for public view-
ing in January 2023. 

The International Energy 
Agency (IEA) on Thurs-
day released its World 
Energy Outlook 2022 
report, which states that 
global emissions will peak 
in 2025.

Based on the latest en-
ergy data and market 
developments, this year’s 
WEO explores key ques-
tions about the crisis, 
including setbacks for 

clean energy transitions, 
government responses 
to energy markets; and 
possible risks ahead on 
the path to net zero emis-
sions. “In the Announced 
Pledges Scenario (APS), 
the commitments in the 
Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) 
bring about a faster re-
duction in emissions: 
global emissions peak be-
fore 2025 and fall to 31.5 
Gt CO2 in 2030, which is 
around 15 percent lower 

than in the STEPS,” the 
report said.

The IEA energy outlook 
report’s scenario is based 
on prevailing policy set-
tings that see a definitive 
peak in global demand for 
fossil fuels.

“Coal demand peaks in 
the next few years, natu-
ral gas demand reaches a 
plateau by the end of the 
decade, and oil demand 
reaches a high point in the 
mid-2030s before falling 
slightly,” the report said.

Bihar artists set up 21 ft long painting at Ganga River

HC STAYS CIC’S ORDER DIRECTING 
IB TO PROVIDE INFORMATION 
RELATED TO ISSUANCE OF LOC

PRADHANMANTRI SANGRAHALAYA 
WITNESSES RECORD TURNOUT OF VISITORS 

75TH ANIVERSARY OF J-K'S ACCESSION TO INDIA

Union Law Minister Kiren 
Rijiju on Thursday charged 
the first Prime Minister of 
independent India, Jawa-
harlal Nehru, with com-
mitting “five blunders” in 
regard to Kashmir, which 
he alleged “claimed unac-
counted lives,” while also 
stating that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is setting 
right the mistakes of the 
past.

The Law Minister’s re-
marks came while talking 
about his article, “The 75th 
Anniversary of Five Neh-
ruvian Blunders on Kash-
mir” on the anniversary of 
the accession of Jammu and 
Kashmir to India in 1947. 
Rijiju alleged that due to the 
mistakes of the then Prime 
Minister Nehru, Kashmir 
has “unnecessarily become 
an issue” and said that it is 
“important to take out the 
fault” and set a “correct 
narrative”.

Speaking to ANI, Rijiju 
said, “Dr Ambedkar had 
rightly said, those who 

forget their history can-
not create history. So it is 
important that we realise 
the mistakes. What our 
first Prime Minister, Ne-
hru, did to Kashmir has 
caused so much tragedy. It 
has drained the national 
wealth. It has taken away 
the unaccounted lives of the 
jawans and civilians. And 
because of that blunder, to-
day, Kashmir has unneces-
sarily become an issue. It is 
important that we take the 
fault and build on that and 
set a correct narrative. The 
blunders committed by Ne-
hru have been undone and 
corrected by PM Modi.”

“That is why I thought to-
day was a perfect anniver-
sary, the perfect occasion to 
bring out the truth in front 
of the people of the country. 
What I have done is simply 
to take the facts before the 
nation. Whatever Nehru 
ji had said in Parliament, 
whatever he had stated 
in our constituent assem-
bly, and whatever he did, 
all were part of the docu-
ments,,” he added.

‘PM Modi correcting 
blunders of Nehru: Law 
Minister Kiren Rijiju
TDG NETWORK 
LUCKNOW 

IN THE CAPITAL

The Chhath Puja has returned, 
but Yamuna is still dirty. The 
holy Yamuna stinks, water 
bodies are dying, and gov-
ernment officials say the next 
Chhath Puja will be held in a 
clean and pious Yamuna. The 
Yamuna is getting filthy not 
only from the factory waste of 
Delhi but also from the more 
dirty politics of Delhi.

A day before the LG, VK Sax-
ena of Delhi said that, ‘CM Ar-
vind Kejriwa is misleading the 
people to gain cheap publicity 
regarding the Chhath Puja of-
ferings.’ Then and there, AAP 
leaders picked up the LGs’ 
words and started pulling 
them down. Actually, LG has 
issued an order that Chhath 
Puja be held only on designat-
ed Yamuna ghats, and he has 
asked CM Kejriwal to ensure 
clean ghats and clean water for 
the devotees.LG has warned 
his followers not to be misled. 
In a tweet, CM Arvind Kejri-

wal had written that “Chhath 
Puja can be performed any-
where on the river Yamuna.”

LG VK Saxena raised strong 
objections and cautioned CM 
Kejriwal not to create confu-
sion among devotees. The 

Aam Admi Party officially ob-
jected, claiming that LG was 
lowering the Chair’s dignity 
by using such derogatory and 
abusive language about CM 
Kejriwal. AAP leaders did not 
stop here. 

POLITICS OVER YAMUNA IN 
CHHATH PUJA
ASHISH SINHA
NEW DELHI

GOD AND GODDESS

POLITICS AND DEVOTION

After Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal’s appeal to 
include images of Goddess 
Lakshmi and Lord Ganesh 
on currency notes, Con-
gress MP and former union 
minister Manish Tewari on 
Thursday suggested includ-
ing Babasaheb Ambedkar’s 
photo on currency notes.

“Why not Dr Baba Sahib 
Ambedkar’s photograph 
on new series of currency 
notes? One side the great 
Mahatma, on the other 
side Dr Ambedkar. Non-
violence, Constitutionalism 
and egalitarianism fusing in 
a unique Union that would 
sum up the modern Indian 
genius perfectly,” Tewari 
said in Twitter post. The 
Congress leader’s remarks 
came after Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal ap-
pealed to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to consider 
including the images of 
Goddess Lakshmi and Lord 
Ganesh on currency notes 
in India to “improve the 
economic situation of the 
country”. “Today I appeal to 
the central government and 
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi. On Indian currency 
there is a photo of Gandhi ji, 
let that be, on the other side 
of currency, a photo of Shri 
Ganesh Ji and Lakshmi ji 
should be put. As I said we 
have to make lot of effort to 
improve the economic situa-
tion of our country. But also 
with that, we need blessings 
from Gods and Goddesses,” 
Kejriwal said in his address.

“The whole country will 
get blessings if on currency 
notes, there is a photo of 
Ganesh Ji and Lakshmi ji on 
one side and Gandhi ji on 
other side. If Indonesia can 
do it; choose Ganesh Ji, so 
can we... I will write to the 
centre tomorrow or the day 
after tomorrow to appeal for 
it... we need the almighty’s 
blessings apart from the ef-
forts to settle the economic 
condition of the country,” 
added the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) leader.

Lord Ganesha is inscribed 
on the 20,000 rupiah note 
of Indonesia. India’s foreign 
exchange reserves during 
the week that ended on Oc-
tober 14 fell to an over two-
year low of USD 528.367 
billion, a drop of USD 4.5 
billion from the previous 
week.

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leader Manoj Tiwari on 
Wednesday thanked Delhi 
Lieutenant Governor Vinai 
Kumar Saxena for giving his 
approval for holding Chhath 
Puja at designated ghats on 
the Yamuna and said that the 
faith of the lakhs of Chhath 
devotees living here in Delhi 
has won today.

“Many thanks to the Delhi 
LG, the Union Home Minis-
ter and the Prime Minister for 
making this possible. We have 
written to LG on August 29 
and said that last year’s ban on 
the Yamuna ghat was totally 
wrong,” Tiwari said while 
talking to ANI. Manoj Tiwari 
said that as the festival is also 
known as the festival of clean-
liness, it was absolutely wrong 
to ban the puja on the ghats.

“Arvind Kejriwal ji would 
have known now that Manoj 

Tiwari gave the letter to LG sa-
hib that even went to the hon-
ourable NGT. When we told 
Delhi LG about the cleanliness 
program, then he approved,” 
Tiwari claimed.

Notably, Delhi Lieutenant 
Governor Vinai Kumar Sax-
ena has given his nod to hold 
Chhath Puja at designated 
ghats on the Yamuna and di-
rected the officials to ensure 
basic amenities along with ad-
equate security.

“Having perused the note 
of the Minister (Revenue) on 
pre page as endorsed by the 
Chief Minister, I approve the 
proposal for allowing “Chha-
th Ghats” at the “Designated 
River Yamuna Ghats” subject 
to the strict adherence to the 
directions/orders issued by 
the National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) and by the National 
Mission for Clean Ganga in 
this context,” the Governor 
said in a statement.

‘WHY NOT AMBEDKAR’S PHOTO?’ 
ASKS MANISH TEWARI AFTER 
KEJRIWAL REMARKS ON NOTES

BJP slams Kejriwal’s 
Chhath Puja ‘propaganda’, 
says Delhi CM in a hurry 
to ‘take credit’
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AAP VS BJP

Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal 
went to the MCD-

run Ghazipur landfill to 
inspect the Ghazipur land-
fill and accuse the BJP-led 
MCD of dumping garbage 
on Delhi’s roads. Accusing 
the BJP of dumping three 
mountains of garbage on the 
people of Delhi, CM Arvind 
Kejriwal said, “We are at 
the Ghazipur Landfill as we 
speak, and the stench here 
is unbearable. We can only 
imagine the travesty being 
faced by the residents of the 
nearby areas here. Despite 
the size of these landfills, 
they don’t hold garbage ex-
clusively with them.”

Addressing the media, 

the Aam Aadmi Party chief 
launched a scathing attack 
against the BJP and said 
“My appeal to the support-
ers of BJP is - “Think a little. 
What did BJP give to Delhi 
except mountains of dirt 
and garbage? Forget your 
party once and vote for 
the country.” Kejriwal said 
that the Ghazipur garbage 

mountain is mountain of 
BJP’s bad deeds and years of 
corruption in civic bodies. 
“MCD poll will be fought on 
garbage issue. They (BJP) 
gave 3 garbage mountains 
to Delhi during 15-yr-rule in 
civic bodies”, Kejriwal said 
in retaliation to Amit Shah’s 
statement that the AAP is 
responsible for the heaps of 

garbage in the city and BJP 
will give a reply in Delhi 
MCD polls.

He also accused the cen-
tral government of not pay-
ing any money to the MCD. 
While accusing the BJP, 
he said, “Out of the 2 lac 
crores, 1 lac crores was paid 
by the Delhi government to 
the MCD. Where did it go? 
All these Union Ministers 
come to Delhi and accuse 
us of not extending help 
to BJP’s MCD. How much 
money did the centre give 
them? In the last 15 years, 
the Centre has not even paid 
any money to the MCD. The 
Centre pays funds to every 
single municipal corpora-
tion in the country but not 
the MCD.”

On the other hand, for-
mer state president and 

MP Manoj Tiwari also vis-
ited the Yamuna River to 
bring forth the pollution 
level and flow of toxic foam 
in Yamuna. Targeting, the 
AAP government, he said, 
“About 50000 litres of poi-
sonous chemicals have been 
seized and a complaint has 
also been lodged with the 
police. Such chemicals were 
released by Delhi Jal board 
officials.”

Along with MP Manoj 
Tiwari, MP Parvesh Sahib 
Singh and senior leader 
Manjinder Singh Sirsa, 
they also reached the site 
to inquire into the claims 
of cleaning the Yamuna by 
the AAP government. A 
clip circulating on Twitter 
showed a white froth of am-
monia phosphorus floating 
on the Yamuna.

GARBAGE MOUNTAINS IN DELHI DUE TO 
BJP’S BAD DEEDS: ARVIND KEJRIWAL 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal inspecting the Ghzipur landfill.

TOP OF THE DAY

CENTRE DEPLOYS 
TEAM IN KERALA 
TO INVESTIGATE 
AVIAN INFLUENZA 
OUTBREAK
NEW DELHI: The Union 
Ministry of health and 
family welfare has 
decided to depute a high-
level team to Kerala after 
the outbreak of Avian 
Influenza and submit a 
report after a detailed 
investigation into the 
phenomenon. The Union 
Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare have 
decided to depute a 
high-level team to Kerala 
to take stock of the avian 
influenza outbreak in the 
state. “The team will in-
vestigate the outbreak in 
detail and submit a report 
with recommendations,” 
the Union Health Ministry 
statement read.

TWO HELD WITH 
GOLD WORTH 
OVER A CRORE AT 
MUMBAI AIRPORT
MUMBAI: On Wednesday, 
Mumbai Airport Customs 
detained two Indian 
female passengers for al-
legedly illegally possess-
ing 2.65 kg of gold in wax 
worth over a crore. The 
accused persons were 
arriving from Dubai and 
were carrying gold in wax 
form wrapped around 
their legs, said customs. 

“Mumbai Airport Customs 
intercepted two Indian 
lady passengers arriving 
from Dubai yesterday. On 
examination, it was found 
that both were carrying 
2.65 kg of 24 karat gold 
in wax form valued at 
around Rs 1.39 Crore 
wrapped in wax form 
around their leg. Both 
passengers were ar-
rested,” said Customs.

3 HELD FOR 
POSSESSING 
DRUGS WORTH  
RS 4 CRORE 
KARINGANJ: Police on 
Thursday apprehended 
three alleged drug 
peddlers for possessing 
621 grams of heroin 
worth Rs 4 crore in 
Assam’s Karimganj 
district. Based on a 
tip-off, a police team 
from Karimganj district 
on Thursday launched 
an operation in the 
Badarpur area and 
intercepted a vehicle 
bearing the registration 
number AS-10D-7320. 
During checking, the 
police team recovered 
621 gms of heroin from 
the vehicle. Partha 
Pratim Das, Additional 
Superintendent of Police 
(ASP) of Karimganj 
district, said that the 
market value of the 
seized drugs is estimated 
at around Rs 4 crore.

UNION MINISTER 
SONOWAL VISITS 
J-K’S GABDERBAL 
GANDERBAL: Union 
Minister Sarbananda So-
nowal on Thursday visited 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Ganderbal under the 
Centre’s public outreach 
programme.On the occa-
sion, the Minister distrib-
uted financial assistance 
under various schemes, 
including Higher Educa-
tion Assistance by the 
Labour Department and 
Housing for All (Urban), 
an amount of Rs 12.35 
lakh among the ben-
eficiaries. Sonowal also 
visited stalls installed by 
various departments.
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n  The Delhi government allocated a sum of Rs 6,710 
crore for “Clean Yamuna and pure water supply and 
sanitation” in the budget of 2022-23.

n  In the previous year, 2021–2022, this was Rs 3,274 
crore.

n  Manish Sisodia has pledged Rs 570 crore for a 
clean Yamuna flowing through Delhi.

n  The total length of the Yamuna is 1400 kilometres 
and only 2% of that area comes within the Delhi 
limits.

n  In the first year of his office, CM Kejriwal made 
a statement, “Yamuna will be pollution free and 
water from the river can be drinkable.”

n  However, Yamuna continues to stink, be filthy, and 
poisonous.

n  According to experts, “taking a dip in the Yamuna is 
not safe.”

CLEAN YAMUNA PROJECT

GLOBAL EMISSIONS WILL PEAK IN 
2025: INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY

IN THE WORLD
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LOW INTESITY 
BLAST IN 
BANDIPORA, NO 
CASUALITIES
BANDIPORA: A low-
intensity blast took place 
at Aloosa in Jammu and 
Kashmir's Bandipora 
district on Thursday. 
"The blast happened 
while an army vehicle 
was passing through," 
officials said. No casual-
ties have been reported 
in the incident. Police 
personnel reached the 
spot after an intima-
tion was received. The 
area has been cor-
doned off. Following the 
incident, the police are 
conducting a search 
operation in the area. 
Further information is 
awaited. Earlier today, 
Jammu police recovered 
explosive materials in 
a suspicious bag found 
near a taxi stand at 
Jammu Railway Station 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Senior Superintendent 
of Police GRP Arif Rishu 
said that 18 detonators 
and some wires were 
recovered from the spot.

LeT TERRORIST 
ARRESTED IN 
BARAMULLA 
DISTRICT
BARAMULLA: Jammu 
and Kashmir Police on 
Thursday arrested one 
terrorist of the pro-
scribed outfit, Lashkar 
E Taiba (LeT), following 
a search operation near 
the Sheeri Police Station 
in Baramulla district. 
A search operation to 
catch foreign terror-
ists from Pakistan was 
launched. The terrorists 
were identified as Nisar 
Ahmad Bhat, a resident 
of Baramulla of LeT, and 
Usman of Pakistan.

RAILWAYS TO 
OBSERVE MEGA 
SAFETY DRIVE 
FROM 28 OCTOBER
NEW DELHI: The Ministry 
of Railways has directed 
Zonal Railways to launch 
a month-long safety 
drive starting October 
28 to remove any gaps 
in the maintenance of 
fixed assets, locomotives 
and rolling stock and 
strengthen safety on In-
dian Railways. During the 
drive, it will be ensured 
that existing procedures 
are followed, and human 
factors will be monitored. 
According to an official 
statement, the Railway 
Board has directed all 
Zonal Railways to ensure 
that officers in Headquar-
ters and Divisions carry 
out a thorough inspection 
and ensure the correc-
tion of deficiencies found 
during inspections within 
the drive.

PM MODI TO VISIT 
KARNATAKA ON  
11 NOVEMBER
NEW DELHI: Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi will embark on a 
visit to Karnataka on 11 
November and flag off 
the first Vande Bharat 
Express train in South 
India, along with the 
launch of several other 
projects. The prime 
minister will inaugurate 
the second terminal of 
Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport, built at a 
cost of Rs 5,000 crore to 
handle an additional 2.5 
crore travelling public, 
according to an official 
statement.

TOP OF THE DAY
SHOCKING

PULLED OUT OF 
E-RICKSHAW, 
WOMAN DIES IN 
SNATCHING BID

In an unfortunate incident, a 
woman in the Prashant Vihar 
area of Delhi died after she fell 
off a rickshaw while resisting 
an attempt by scooty-borne 
miscreants to snatch away 
her bag.

The incident of snatching 
was reported on Wednesday, 
Delhi Police said. Initial in-
vestigation revealed that the 
woman was going by rick-
shaw when the miscreants 
coming on a scooter tried to 
snatch the woman's bag. In 
reaction, the woman, while 
protesting the thieves, fell 
down from the rickshaw. The 
woman was the injured and 
was taken to a hospital where 
she succumbed. Police said 
teams have been formed and 
soon they would be arrested.
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HUMAN RIGHTS

The National Human 
Rights Commission 
(NHRC) served notice 

to the Government of Rajast-
han on the reported auction-
ing of girls on stamp papers 
and the refusal thereof, re-
sulting in the rape of their 
mothers to settle disputes 
on the diktats of caste pan-
chayats in the state.

The NHRC, India has tak-
en suo motu cognizance of a 
media report, said a press re-
lease. Reportedly, whenever 
there is a dispute between 
the two parties, particularly 
involving financial transac-
tions and loans, etc., the girls 
aged between 8 and 18 are 
auctioned to recover money, 

according to the press re-
lease.

These girls are being sent to 
UP, MP, Mumbai, Delhi, and 
even foreign countries and 
subjected to physical abuse, 
torture, and sexual assault as 
slaves. As per the statement, 
media reports have docu-
mented the ordeals of many 
victims of such horrendous 
crimes.

The Commission has ob-
served that the contents of 
the media report, if true, 
amount to human rights 
violations of the victims of 
such abominable practice. 
Accordingly, it has issued a 
notice to the Chief Secretary 
of Rajasthan calling for a de-
tailed report on the matter, 
along with an action taken 
report, qua measures al-

ready taken and, if not, pro-
posed to be taken to prevent 
such gory incidents.

The Report must also con-
tain how the State Govern-
ment is ensuring the func-
tions of the Gram Panchayat, 
as per the constitutional pro-
visions or Panchayati Raj 
Law, to eradicate the caste-
based system impinging on 
the human rights and the 
right to dignity of girls and 
women in the State.

A notice has also been is-
sued to the Director General 
of Police, Rajasthan, to sub-
mit a detailed report men-
tioning the initiation of crim-
inal prosecution against the 
perpetrators of such crimes 
and their abettors/sympa-
thizers. It must also contain 
the status of cases, includ-

ing the registration of FIRs, 
charge-sheet, arrest, if any, 
in such incidents and the 
mechanism initiated to ap-
prehend the people involved 
in such systematic crimes of 
flesh trade in the State.

The report must also in-
clude any actions taken or 
proposed to be taken against 
the public servants accused 
of ignoring perpetual pre-
vention of such incidents. A 
response from both the Chief 
Secretary and the DGP is ex-
pected within four weeks.

The Commission, in the 
meantime, has also asked its 
Special Rapporteur, Umesh 
Kumar Sharma, to visit and 
inspect the affected areas 
within the State of Rajasthan 
and submit a comprehensive 
report on the incidents noted 

and the prevailing practice 
in the area, at the earliest, 
preferably not later than 
three months.

According to the media 
report, carried out on 26 
October, 2022, the Caste 
Panchayats in Rajasthan are 
committing this crime like 
in Syria and Iraq, where the 
girls are enslaved. Report-
edly, in Bhilwada, whenever 
there is any dispute between 
the two parties, they ap-
proach the Caste Panchay-
ats for its settlement instead 
of going to the police. If it 
becomes the starting point 
of making the girls slaves, if 
they are not sold, their moth-
ers are ordered to be raped.

The news report further 
reveals that in order to pay 
off a Rs. 15 lakh debt, a caste 

panchayat forced a man to 
sell his sister first, and even 
after this, when the debt was 
not cleared, he was forced to 
sell his 12-year-old daughter. 
The buyer purchased the girl 
for Rs. 8 lakh.

After that, all five sisters 
became slaves, but still their 
father could not pay off his 
debt. In another incident, 
a man was forced to sell 
his house and further take 
a loan of Rs. 6 lakh for the 
treatment of his wife, who 
later died. He took Rs. 6 lakh 
more for the treatment of 
his mother. In order to settle 
the loan, he sold his small 
daughter for Rs. 6 lakh to 
some people, who took her 
to Agra. She was sold three 
times and became pregnant 
four times.

NHRC SERVES NOTICE TO RAJASTHAN GOVT ON 
AUCTIONING OF GIRLS TO SETTLE DISPUTES
TDG NETWORK
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RULES

PIL IN HC SEEKS GUIDELINES 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF POLITICAL 
FUNCTIONARIES AS PUBLIC SERVANTS

A Public Interest Litigation 
(PIL) has been moved in 
the Delhi High Court seek-
ing direction to the Central 
Government and Delhi 
Government to constitute a 
committee for the framing 
of guidelines for the appoint-
ments of persons holding 
official positions in political 
parties as public servants.

The plea seeks direction 
to the respondents to re-
move the persons from their 
posts who have acted or are 
continuing to act in wilful 
ignorance of the principle of 
neutrality and holding any 
official position in a political 
party while being a public 
servant. The petitioner, Son-
ali Tiwary, a practising law-
yer in Delhi, states in the peti-
tion that the public servants 
have failed to act neutrally 
and, due to their affiliation 

with such political parties, 
have misused the public re-
sources entrusted to them.

The petition mentions 
the names of several politi-
cal leaders belonging to the 
Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP), 
Congress, and Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) being appoint-
ed to government posts and, 
even after such appoint-
ments, they continue to en-
gage in political activities, 
which is in direct contraven-
tion of the principle of neu-
trality and also interferes 
with the performance of the 
public duty of the public ser-
vant.

The people occupying such 
venerated offices are expect-
ed to maintain neutrality and 
remain impartial in their de-
cisions. However, holding 
any kind of official position 
within a political party would 
negate the very purpose be-
hind the neutrality of public 
servants, states the plea.

The political affiliation of a 
public servant would result 
in the rampant misuse of 
public office for the political 
gains of the public servant in 
office and for the undue ben-
efit of the political party that 
has appointed him. The plea 
stated that such political ac-
tivities of public servants will 
erode the faith of the general 
public in government offi-
cials as they will be reduced 
to being the mouthpieces of 
the political parties.

The concept of fundamen-
tal rights of speech and ex-
pression and the right to as-
sociation cannot be stretched 
to include within it a right for 
public servants to express 
their political views publicly 
and in the media and associ-
ate themselves with specific 
political parties. The taxpay-
ers' money should not be 
exploited to promote the 
agenda of a political party, 
said the plea.
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BRUTALITY

Cop beaten up brutally by 
youth in Lucknow, case filed

A case in Uttar Pradesh's 
Lucknow surfaced through 
a viral video shared on social 
media, where a policeman is 
being beaten in the middle of 
a road.
The incident happened on 
Wednesday night. It is seen 
in the video that three boys 
are beating the policeman in 
the middle of the road. One of 
them picks up his mobile and 
slams it on the road. Barely, 
the policeman saved his life by 

running away. Someone pres-
ent there had made a video of 
it. A case has been registered 
about the incident on the com-
plaint of the victim. This inci-
dent is at the Sarosa-Bharosa 
turn of Para. On Wednesday 
night, four boys were making 
noise on a bike. Head con-
stable Dewan Shrikant was 
on patrol. The young man 
started committing indecen-
cy when Diwan stopped them 
by giving him his hand. Then 
Diwan was beaten up by run-
ning on the road. Meanwhile, 
a young man standing on the 

other side of the road came 
running and intervened.
After some time, those four 
boys left the area. Thereafter, 
Dewan went to the police sta-
tion and lodged an FIR. The 
police have registered a case 
on the complaint of Diwan.
Speaking about the incident, 
ACP Kakori Anidhya Vikram 
Singh said, "On the basis of 
the complaint given by Dewan 
Shrikant, a case has been reg-
istered for assault, obstruc-
tion in government work, and 
other sections."
ADCP (South) Manisha Singh 

said that the case has been 
filed under IPC sections 323, 
504, 506, 332, 353, and 427.
Inspector-in-Charge Para 
Dadhibal Tiwari said, "After 
the video went viral, a team 
was set up to search for the 
youths. One of them has been 
identified as Anil, a resident 
of Salempur Patora. A police 
team was engaged to arrest 
him. Along with this, the 
search is on for other part-
ners in the crime. Police have 
taken a youth into custody. 
Further investigation is un-
derway.
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IN TAMIL NADU

MP Kanimozhi apologizes for derogatory 
remarks on women by DMK leader

After DMK leader Saidai 
Sadiq made derogatory re-
marks about Tamil Nadu 
BJP's female cadres, DMK 
women's wing secretary 
and MP Kanimozhi apolo-
gised for such statements. 
In a video clip that has 
surfaced on social media 
platforms, the speaker, 
identified as Saidai Sadiq, 
mocked Khushbu and three 

other BJP leaders, like ac-
tor Namitha, Gayathri Ra-
ghuram, and Gautami. He 
could be heard saying the 
saffron party depended 
only on these "actresses" 
to make inroads into Tamil 
Nadu. The DMK held a 
public meeting to thank 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter MK Stalin for getting 
reelected as DMK leader 
for the second time. Tamil 
Nadu Sports Minister 
Meyanathan Siva V also 

participated in the meeting. 
DMK Women's Wing Secre-
tary and MP Kanimozli have 
openly apologised for the 
remarks of the DMK public 
speaker. Kanimozli tweeted, 
"I apologise as a woman and 
human being for what was 
said. This can never be toler-
ated irrespective of whoever 
did it, the space it was said or 
the party they adhered to. " 
"And I can openly apolo-
gise for this because my 
leader, MK Stalin, and my 

party, Arivalayam, don't 
condone this," she added. 
BJP leader Kushpu took to 
Twitter and said, "When 
men abuse women, it just 
shows what kind of upbring-
ing they have had and the 
toxic environment they were 
brought up in. These men in-
sult the womb of a woman. 
Such men call themselves 
followers of Kalaingar. Is this 
the new Dravidian model 
under the Honorable Chief 
Minister?"

TDG NETWORK
CHENNAI

REJECTED

HC DISMISSES BAIL PLEA OF 
MAN ACCUSED OF ABDUCTION, 
IMPERSONATING AS COP

The Delhi High Court recent-
ly dismissed the bail plea of 
a person who allegedly ab-
ducted and robbed a man 
of Rs 65 lakh along with his 
co-accused, impersonating as 
police personnel from Uttar 
Pradesh.

A case was registered at 
Lahori Gate police station in 
April 2022. Justice Swarana 
Kanta Sharma dismissed the 
bail plea of Rahul Kumar Pal 
considering the seriousness 
of the offence and the nature 
of the charges. The bench 
said that this is not a fit case 
for a grant of bail at this stage.

The High Court noted, "The 
applicant and his associates 
are visible in CCTV footage 
at the spot. Call Detail Record 
(CDR), prima facie, discloses 
his presence at the place of 
the incident."

Moreover, the applicant 
did not attend the Test Iden-
tification Parade (TIP) on the 
ground that the complainant 
knew him.

The complainant has iden-
tified the applicant in the 
CCTV footage, and the bench 
further noted in the order of 
20 October, 2022.

The bench also noted that 
the applicant is involved in 

two cases of similar nature 
registered at Agra's Hari 
Parbat police station in Uttar 
Pradesh.

The brief facts are that the 
applicant, along with his four 
associates, impersonated 
himself as a police official 
of Uttar Pradesh Police and 
abducted the complainant in 
a white Scorpio, and thereaf-
ter, robbed an amount of Rs. 
65,00,000 along with other 
articles.

The complainant, Rahul 
Ravinder Pandey, had lodged 
a complaint on 31 March, 
2022, after which an e-FIR 
was registered at Lahori Gate 
Police Station on April 4 this 
year.

The petitioner was arrested 
on April 4 and a charge sheet 
was filed under sections 365, 
395, 342 and 170 of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC).

The counsel for the peti-
tioner submitted that since 
the petitioner was arrested, 
he is in judicial custody. It is 
submitted that the petitioner 
was arrested in this case only 
on the basis that the Scorpio 
car, which was allegedly in-
volved in this case, was re-
covered from the applicant.

It was also submitted that 
the complainant had filed a 
complaint after five days of 
the alleged offence.
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MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

CBI court allows plea for early 
hearing on bail plea of Satyender Jain 

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) court at Rouse 
Avenue Court complex on 
Thursday allowed the plea for 
an early hearing on the bail 
application of Delhi Minister 
Satyender Jain in a money 
laundering case.

The matter has been listed 
for tomorrow. He was ar-
rested in May this year. Spe-
cial CBI judge Vikas Dhull 
allowed the plea for an early 
hearing on the bail applica-
tion of Satyender Jain.

The Delhi High Court on 
October 1 dismissed the plea 
of Jain challenging the trial 
court's order transferring 
his money laundering case 
to another judge. The High 
Court noted that the ques-
tion is not one of integrity or 
uprightness of the judge but 
of apprehension in the mind 
of a party (ED).

Thereafter, Jain moved to 
the Supreme Court. Later, 

the plea was withdrawn.
Satyender Jain had chal-

lenged the order of Septem-
ber 23, 2022, passed by the 
Principal District and Ses-
sions Judge transferring his 
money laundering case from 
one court to another.

His bail plea hearing was 
transferred to the court of Vi-
kas Dhull from another court 
after hearing the application 
moved by the Enforcement 
Directorate.

In the order, Justice Yogesh 
Khanna noted in the order 
that the question is not of the 
integrity or uprightness of the 

judge but of apprehension in 
the mind of a party (ED).

Justice Khanna while pass-
ing the order observed that 
the facts show that the En-
forcement Directorate (ED) 
did not merely harbour an 
apprehension of bias but had 
acted upon it as well by rush-
ing to the HC, and therefore, 
the apprehension cannot be 
said to be flimsy or not rea-
sonable.

The court has further ob-
served, "The apprehensions 
raised were not at a belated 
stage, as the request for an 
independent medical evalu-

ation was consistently made."
The court held that the dis-

trict judge, while transferring 
the case, has considered all 
these aspects and, therefore, 
does not suffer from any il-
legality and does not require 
any interference.

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) had contended that 
the doctors and jail authori-
ties were managed as the ac-
cused had earlier had the 
Health and Jail Department 
portfolio as a Delhi cabinet 
minister.

The ED had initiated the 
money-laundering investi-
gation on the basis of a First 
Information Report (FIR) 
registered by the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) on 
August 24, 2017.

The FIR was registered 
under Section 13(2) and 13(1)
(e) of the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act, 1988 against 
Satyendar Jain, Poonam 
Jain, Ajit Prasad Jain, Sunil 
Kumar Jain, Vaibhav Jain, 
and Ankush Jain.
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Satyender Jain

INVESTIGATION

MAN BEATS 
UP MINORS AT 
ROHINGYA CAMP, 
POLICE LODGES FIR

Delhi Police has registered 
an FIR in a case where sev-
eral minors were allegedly 
beaten up at a Rohingya 
camp in the Madanpur 
Khadar area of Kalindi Kunj 
in the national capital, police 
said.

The incident took place on 
Wednesday, and Delhi Police 
said they have registered an 
FIR in the case. Accord-
ing to police, some children 
who were playing in the area 
broke the glass panes of a ga-
rage owner's car, which was 
parked in the vicinity.

The accused owns a car ga-
rage in the locality.

"In the Kalindi Kunj area 
of South East Delhi, a man 
thrashed some boys when 
the glass of the car broke. 
The boys who have been 
beaten up are minors. They 
are Rohingya and live in the 
Madanpur Khadar area of 
Kalindi Kunj. The man also 
picked up a fight with the 
children. After the matter 
came to light, an FIR was 
registered at Kalindi Kunj 
Police Station on Wednesday 
night and an investigation is 
going on," said police.

Further investigations are 
underway, Delhi Police said.
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TOP OF THE DAY

1 DEAD, 4 OTHERS 
RESCUED BY BSF 
AS SOIL MOUND 
COLLAPSES
AMRITSAR: One labourer 
died as Border Security 
Force (BSF) troops rescued 
four General Reserve 
Engineer Force labourers 
who were trapped under 
collapsed soil, said officials. 
The BSF personnel of the 
Amritsar sector rescued 
the labourers trapped 
under collapsed soil. “One 
labourer was dead and the 
re-maining four were ad-
mitted to Dhawan Nursing 
Home,” said BSF Punjab 
Frontier officials. Further 
de-tails are awaited.

NADDA HOLDS 
MEETING WITH 
BJP’S KULLU 
REBEL LEADER
SHIMLA: Bharatiya Janata 
Party national president JP 
Nadda on Thursday held 
a meeting with the party’s 
rebel from Kullu, Mahesh-
war Singh in Himachal 
Pradesh’s Shimla. BJP 
had dropped Maheshwar’s 
ticket from Kullu Sadar 
and gave it to the school 
lecturer in the upcoming 
Assembly elections in the 
state. After the meeting, 
BJP Rebel Maheshwar 
Singh interacted with 
the media and said, “The 
proposal has been kept in 
front of me where I had a 
word with BJP National 
President JP Nadda and 
honourable Chief Minis-
ter Jairam Thakur.  When 
asked about his younger 
son Hiteshwar Singh who 
became a rebel and filed 
nomination papers as an 
independent candidate, he 
said that he cannot say at 
the behest of his son. 

ONE INJURED AS 
BLAZE RAGES AT 
LIQUOR FACTORY 
IN CHANDIGARH
CHANDIGARH: A massive 
fire broke out at a liquor 
factory in Industrial Area, 
Phase 1, in Chandigarh on 
Thursday. The fire engulfed 
all the three floors of the 
factory building. Firemen 
have been trying to douse 
the flames for the last 
two hours. The firemen 
said they are yet to find 
out whether someone is 
trapped inside or not. Ten 
fire tenders were pressed 
into service and more 
were requisitioned from 
Mohali to douse the blaze 
that spread fast, triggering 
panic in the area.

4 EMPLOYEES 
OF PUNJAB 
ROADWAYS 
SUSPENDED
CHANDIGARH: On the 
directives of Punjab Trans-
port Minister Laljit Singh 
Bhullar, four employees 
including General Manager 
of Punjab Roadways have 
been suspended on the 
charges of irregularities 
and corrupt practices with 
immediate effect. Giving 
further details, Transport 
Minister said that he 
had received complaints 
pertaining to the irregulari-
ties at Sri Muktsar Sahib 
Depot of Punjab Roadways, 
following which an inves-
tigation team was formed 
to conduct a preliminary 
investigation adopting zero 
tolerance policy of CM 
Bhagwant Mann towards 
corruption. 

Launching a scathing at-
tack on Congress leader 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Thursday said 
the former Haryana Chief 
Minister used to run a “3D” 
government with the nex-
us of “darbaris, damad and 
dealers”.

Addressing the BJP’s Jan 
Utthan rally here, Shah 
said, “I congratulate Mano-
har Lal Khattar for com-
pleting 8 glorious years 
of governance. When he 
became the Chief Minister, 
I was the BJP chief. When 
he came to meet me after 
the polls, I asked him who 
should be the chief minis-
ter. He told me 15 names 
except his own. Such a man 
is governing and developing 
Haryana for the last 8 years.  
In 8 years, Manohar Lal ji 
has done the work of chang-
ing Haryana.”

Shah remembered late 
BJP leader and former 
Haryana deputy chief min-
ister Mangal Sein on his  

birth anniversary.
Attacking the previous 

governments in Haryana, 
the Union Home Minister 
said, “Re-call the Haryana 
that existed 8 years ago. 
When one government 
used to come, there used 
to be corruption and when 
the other government came, 
hooliganism increased. 
Manohar Lal Khattar-led 
BJP government neither al-
lowed corruption nor hooli-
gan-ism.”

Shah said the BJP govern-
ment worked for reducing 
the gender gap.

“Earlier there were 817 
daughters out of 1,000. 
The sex ratio was very low. 
Modi ji started Beti Bachao, 
Beti Padhao from Haryana 
and the ratio of daughters 
increased from 817 to 913. I 
want to congratulate Hary-
ana on this,” he said.

Shah said all-round devel-
opment of Haryana is hap-
pening under the Khattar 
government. He said eight 
years of Khattar’s govern-
ment has an upper hand 
over the 50-year rule of oth-
er parties in Haryana.

 SCATHING ATTACK

Hooda used to run 
‘3D’ govt in Haryana: 
Shah slams Congress

A farmer burning the stubble in a field, at Varpal Village, in Amritsar on Thursday. 

In a time when Himachal 
elections are around the cor-
ner, the Aam Aadmi Party’s 
announcement of restor-
ing the old pension scheme 
(OPS) in Punjab has blown 
out the politics in Himachal. 
Congress has too made the 
same promise of restoring 
OPS if comes into power, 
whereas the BJP in Him-
achal is trying to convey to 
the government employees 
what is economically fea-
sible. This OPS bet brought 
a fresh twist in Himachal As-
sembly elections. 

Though it is pertinent to 
mention here that AAP Gov-
ernment in Punjab just had 
‘announced’ the restoration 
of OPS and yet there is NO 
‘official notification’ released 
so far. Yet, as per the experts, 
this mere announcement 

could prove fatal to other 
parties in Himachal Pradesh. 

Congress has already an-
nounced the implementation 
of the old pension scheme in 
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh. 
In Himachal too, Congress 
has placed OPS at number 
one in 10 election guaran-

tees. On the other hand, in 
the party’s pledge rally in 
Solan, Priyanka Gandhi an-
nounced the restoration of 
OPS in the very first cabi-
net meeting as soon as the 
government is formed in 
the state. The New Pension 
Scheme Karamchari Maha-

sangh (NPSKM), which has 
been holding a relay hunger 
strike in Shimla, plans to in-
tensify its agitation for the 
restoration of the OPS in 
Himachal Pradesh. Follow-
ing these protests, the state 
government set up a com-
mittee headed by then chief 
secretary Ram Subagh Singh 
to re-store OPS. 

In many states, govern-
ment employees coming 
under the New Pension 
Scheme are on the streets. 
The employees have gone 
on hunger strike somewhere 
and have also gheraoed the 
assembly. In such a situation, 
will the restoration of Aam 
Aadmi Party’s OPS in Pun-
jab prove to be a master card 
in Himachal? Or Congress 
will be able to beat AAP and 
get government employees 
in its side. Both the politi-
cal parties have now started 
capitalizing on this issue. 

PROMISES GALORE

AAP’S FRESH BET ON OLD PENSION SCHEME 
BROUGHT TWIST IN HIMACHAL PRADESH
TARUNI GANDHI  
CHANDIGARH DIFFERENCE BETWEEN NEW  

AND OLD PENSION SCHEME
In the new pension scheme, 10 percent amount is depos-
ited from the salary of government employees. Whereas 
14 percent of the state government mixes on its behalf. In 
this way 24 percent of the amount is deposited. Whereas, 
no amount is deducted from the salary of government 
employees in the old pension scheme. Actu-ally, the 
new pension scheme was implemented to reduce the 
fi-nancial burden. But the employees’ organizations are 
continuously putting pressure on the governments to 
implement the old pension scheme. As AAP’s national 
ambitions sharpen with its foray into states be-yond 
Delhi, its eyes are set on the upcoming Himachal and 
Gujarat elections. It said that in Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh assembly elections, it would politically support 
the party that delivers OPS to the state. 

Commission for Air Quality 
Management in NCR and 
adjoining areas has issued 
statutory directions for the 
implementation of the State 
Specific Action Plan. This 
comes in light of increased 
incidents of stubble burning 
in Punjab this year.

CAQM stated that as per 
the satellite remote sens-
ing data, up to October 24, 
2022, only about 39 per cent 
of sown area in Punjab had 
been harvested and thus the 
rising number of fire events 
is a matter of concern. As 
per the Standard Proto-
col developed by ISRO for 
CAQM, for the period Sep-
tember 15, 2022, to October 
26 2022, total paddy residue 
burning events reported in 
Punjab are 7,036 compared 
to 6,463 for the same period 
during the last year. CAQM 
further stated that about 70 
per cent of farm fires during 
the current paddy harvest-
ing season were reported 

only from six dis-tricts 
namely Amritsar, Firozpur, 
Gurdaspur, Kapurthala, Pa-
tiala and Tarn Taran.

These Districts account 
for 4,899 cases against a 
total of 7,036 incidents in 
Punjab. These traditional 
six hotspot districts also 
accounted for about 65 per 
cent of the to-tal burning in-
cidents during the last year 
for the same period. Out of a 
total of 7,036 reported cases, 
4,315 stubble-burning inci-
dences were reported dur-
ing the last six days alone 
i.e., about 61 per cent.

Based on a broad frame-
work developed by the 
Commission and learnings 
from the past paddy har-
vesting seasons, a compre-
hensive Action Plan was 
prepared by the State Gov-
ernment of Punjab, with the 
following significant action 
pillars

Diversification to other 
crops, diversification to low 
straw generating and early 
ma-turing paddy varieties; 
In-situ crop residue man-

agement including bio-de-
composer application;

Ex-situ crop residue man-
agement; IEC activities; 
Monitoring and effective 
enforce-ment.

The Commission stated 
that it has been closely 
working with the Govern-
ment of Pun-jab, starting in 
February 2022, well before 

the paddy sowing season 
2022, to sensi-tize the State 
Administrative machinery 
towards their preparedness 
to prevent and control the 
incidents of stubble burn-
ing.

For effective implementa-
tion of the plan of action, the 
Commission also held con-
sul-tative meetings with ma-

jor Departments concerned 
with the Government of 
Punjab like Agriculture and 
Farmer’s Welfare, Environ-
ment, Power and Punjab 
Pollution Control Board.

The Commission has held 
nine meetings with Officials 
of the Government of Pun-
jab from time to time regard-
ing various issues related to 

stubble burning, including 
five meetings with the Chief 
Secretary. Key areas and ac-
tion points stressed during 
the meetings were

speedy procurement of 
additional farm machinery 
through fund allocations 
made by MoAFW under 
the Crop Residue Manage-
ment (CRM) Scheme during 
2022-23.

Mapping of available ma-
chinery in Custom Hiring 
Centres and coopera-tives.
Optimised use of available 
CRM machinery includ-
ing staggering harvesting 
schedule at village/ clus-
ter level. Expanding bio-
decomposer application to 
supple-ment in-situ stub-
ble management measures. 
Facilitating robust supply 
chain towards ex-situ utili-
sation. Intensifying cam-
paigns and IEC activities 
against stubble burn-ing.
Intensifying monitoring 
and enforcement actions.

The Commission is closely 
working with the Chief Sec-
retary, of the Government of 

Punjab for the effective im-
plementation of the Action 
Plan including all strategies 
for stubble management 
and appropriate actions in 
all reported cases of farm 
fires. Review meetings 
were also held with all Dep-
uty Commissioners with 
a special focus on hotspot 
Districts, considering their 
critical role as assigned in 
the Action Plan of the State 
Government.

In Haryana, the total 
number of farm fire events 
reported for the period Sep-
tember 15, 2022, to October 
26, 2022, is 1,495 compared 
to 2,010 for the same period 
last year. There is about a 26 
per cent reduction in paddy 
residue burning events in 
Har-yana so far during the 
current year. In a review 
meeting held with the Chief 
Secretary, of Haryana and 
Deputy Commis-sioners 
last week, the Commission 
has advised to further inten-
sify their efforts to control 
the farm fire events in the 
State of Haryana. 

AIR POLLUTION

Commission for Air Quality Management holds 
review meetings to address stubble burning

DEVELOPING HARYANA

Union Home Minis-
ter, Amit Shah on 
Thursday inaugu-

rated and laid the founda-
tion stone of four projects 
costing more than Rs 6,600 
crore in a programme 
organised in Faridabad. 
Besides this, he also laid 
the foundation stone of 
the Haryana Orbital Rail 
Corridor Project costing 
about Rs 5,618 crore and 
inaugurated Rail Coach 
Refurbishment Factory at 
Barhi in Sonipat district 
costing Rs 590 crore. The 
Union Home Minister also 
inaugurated the country’s 
first longest elevated rail-
way track built at Rohtak 
at a cost of Rs 315.40 crore. 
Along with this, the Hary-
ana Police residence com-
plex at Bhondsi built at the 
cost of Rs 106 crore was 
also inaugurated by Sh. 
Amit Shah.  About 576 po-
lice families will be able to 
live in the police residential 
complex. 

Later addressing the gath-
ering, Amit Shah greatly 
appreciated the work of 
the Haryana Government 
and Chief Minister. He 
congratulated the people 
of Haryana on the success-
ful completion of 8 years of 
the Haryana Government.  
Manohar Lal has complet-
ed his tenure of 8 years in 
a very successful manner. 
In these eight years, he 
has en-sured the holistic 

development of the State.   
Haryana Government un-
der the leadership of Chief 
Minister, Manohar Lal has 
done commendable work of 
transforming Haryana in 
these 8 years.  After a long 
time, since independence, 
Haryana has got such an 
honest and dedicated Chief 
Minister,” said Amit Shah. 
Unlike the past, when the 
State used to get a Chief 
Minister either from Sirsa 

or Rohtak, our Manohar 
Lal had become the Chief 
Minister of the entire Hary-
ana, said Shah. He said that, 
Manohar Lal has taken care 
of all sections. While com-
paring the working style of 
the Manohar Lal govern-
ment with the previous 
governments, Sh. Shah 
said that the tenure of our 
government in these eight 
years will always have an 
upper hand over the 50-

year rule of previous gov-
ernments. During this, the 
Union Home Minister also 
mentioned the achieve-
ments of the Haryana gov-
ernment achieved in the last 
8 years and congratulated 
his entire team including 
the Chief Minister.

He said that Haryana is 
the first state which has 
become smoke-free.  Every 
house in Haryana has a gas 
stove.  Haryana ranks sec-
ond in terms of food grains 
and milk production.  
Haryana has stood first in 
National Games and Olym-
pics.  400 Fortune compa-
nies of the world are work-
ing in Haryana. The state 
government has worked 
to make Gurugram an in-
dustrial hub, said Shah. He 
said that eight years ago, 
Haryana was ranked 16th 
in exports, but now it is 
at number seven in terms 
of exports. Haryana has 
secured the second posi-
tion in the country under 
the ‘landlocked category’ 
in the Niti Aayog’s Export 
Preparedness Index.

SHAH INAUGURATES PROJECTS 
WORTH OVER RS 6,600 CRORE 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurating development schemes in Faridabad on Thursday. Union Minister for 
Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw, Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar and other dignitaries also present.

RAVINDER  MALIK
CHANDIGARH
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Delhi Commission for Wom-
en (DCW) chairperson Swati 
Maliwal slammed the Hary-
ana government on granting 
parole to Dera Sacha Sauda 
chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim 
Singh who is serving a jail 
term after being convicted 
of rape and murder cases.

“Ram Rahim is a rapist 
and murderer. He is given 
life imprisonment by Court 
but Haryana government 
gives him parole whenever 
they want. He is organising 
‘Satsang’ and the deputy 
speaker and Mayor of the 
Haryana governmnet are 
attending these events,” the 
DCW chief said. However, 
Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar ear-
lier on Wednesday said he 
has “no role” in the parole 
granted to the Dera chief.

Maliwal  further  ap-
pealed to the Haryana gov-
ernment to cancel Ram  
Rahim’s parole and sentence 
him to jail.

Ram Rahim Singh on Oc-
tober 19 organised a virtual 
‘Satsang’ which was attend-
ed by many political leaders 
including the Karnal Mayor 
and many Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) leaders, spark-
ing a fresh controversy.

Dera Sacha chief Ram Ra-

him was recently released 
from the Sunaria jail on 40-
day parole.

Rahim was granted parole 
for a month on June 17. He 
has been incarcerated, since 
2017, in Haryana’s Suna-
ria jail where he is serving 
a 20-year-term for raping 
two women disciples at his 
ashram’s headquarters in 
Sirsa. Earlier in February, 
the Dera chief was granted 
three weeks’ leave.

While parole means the 
release of a prisoner either 
temporarily for a special 
purpose or completely 
before the expiry of a sen-
tence, on the promise of 
good behaviour, a furlough 
is a short-term temporary 
release of convicts from jail. 
He was convicted by a spe-
cial CBI court in Panchkula 
in August 2017 for raping 
two women followers.

 RAPE CONVICT’S PAROLE

Take back Ram Rahim’s 
parole: DCW cheif Maliwal
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

DCW chairperson Swati Maliwal.
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QUALITY HEALTHCARE 

ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES 

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on 
Thursday inaugurated the 
state’s first Department of 
Thoracic Surgery, Depart-
ment of Vascular Surgery 
and Asia’s first ‘Pathogen 
Reduction Machine’ in the 
Department of Transfusion 
Medicine, King George’s 
Medical University. At the 
event, he stressed that the 
Uttar Pradesh government 

is making rapid strides in the 
creation of a medical system 
that ensures equitable and 
affordable access to quality 
healthcare, keeping in mind 
the progress of medical sci-
ence.

Addressing the occasion 
in Lucknow, CM Aditya-
nath said, “We are progress-
ing with the intent to en-
sure progress in every field 
and not deterioration. To-
day, these three important 
achievements of KGMU bear 

testimony to the fact that the 
state is dedicatedly working 
to develop the medical infra-
structure, ensuring that no 
person is deprived of access 
to quality healthcare. “

Maintaining that “organ 
transplant” is the biggest re-
quirement of Uttar Pradesh, 
Adityanath said, “This is in-
novation for UP in the field 
of organ transplant, which 
is the biggest requirement of 
the state. Now, the state will 
be seen leading in this field 

as well. KGMU has been the 
institution of ‘trust’ when it 
comes to health and recently 
completed its 100-year jour-
ney. The journey is the me-
dium to assess and evaluate 
its contribution.

He further said, “I am 
happy to see that some of 
the faculty here have been 
recognised as ‘learned’ sci-
entists in the world. How-
ever, we still have a long way 
to go. I urge all those serving 
as doctors in the district hos-

pitals to develop their skills 
as specialists and engage 
in writing research papers, 
publications, and generating 
patents. The skilled faculty 
is required at all the medical 
colleges developing under 
‘One District, One Medical 
College’ by the government. “

“If we fail to develop our-
selves to suit the present-day 
needs, society will always 
look down upon us with 
questionable eyes,” he re-
marked. 

A foreign national has been 
apprehended by the state 
police near Govindghat po-
lice station in Uttarakhand’s 
Chamoli district for using a 
satellite phone, banned by the 
Indian government.

As per reports, the jailed 
foreigner, identified as Fergus 
Iain McLeod, is a national of 

the British Indian Ocean Ter-
ritory and a senior executive 
of Saudi Aramco, who trav-
elled to the valley of flowers 
and used an unauthorised 
satellite phone here.

The banned satellite phone 
used by the foreigner belongs 
to the Thuraya company, 
involved in making satellite 
phones.

Notably, Thuraya satellite 
phones are banned within 

the Indian territory under 
the Indian Telegraph Act and 
the Indian Wireless Telegra-
phy Act. 

A notification on the website 
of the Department of Tele-
communications says, “Sat-
ellite phones are permitted: 
(i) With specific permission/
NOC from the Department of 
Telecommunications, Gov-
ernment of India; or (ii) As 
provisioned by M/s BSNL in 

accordance with the licence 
granted to M/s BSNL for 
provision and operation of 
satellite-based service using 
Gateway installed in India.”

The Deputy Superintendent 
of Police (Operations) said 
that information was received 
late on July 10, this year that 
a foreign national had gone to 
visit the Valley of Flowers and 
a banned satellite phone had 
been used by him. 

ORGAN TRANSPLANT MADE EASY IN UP: YOGI ADITYANATH       

FOREIGNER ARRESTED FOR USING BANNED 
SATELLITE PHONE IN UTTARAKHAND 

INVESTIGATION 

The Perumbavoor Magistrate 
Court in the Ernakulam dis-
trict has sent all three accused 
in the Kerala human sacrifice 
case to nine days of police cus-
tody. The officials said that po-
lice sought ten days but were 
allowed only nine days.

Earlier, all three accused 
persons approached the Ker-
ala High Court challenging 
the order of the Judicial First 
Class Magistrate Court of Er-
nakulam granting 12 days of 
police custody. They sought 
to set aside the order granting 
police custody.

They also sought permis-
sion to meet their lawyer dur-
ing the time of interrogation 
while also seeking direction 
not to allow the release of the 
details of their confession 
statement through the media.

Meanwhile, the Kerala High 
Court has dismissed the plea 
but granted them to meet 
their lawyer on every alter-
nate day for 15 minutes, but 
not at the time of interroga-
tion. While dismissing the 
petition, the court observed 
that “the gruesome murder of 
two women, purportedly for 
human sacrifice, has shocked 
the people of Kerala.”

The court also observed that 
the lower court had passed 
the order granting custody 
with great care and caution 
and had read the 22 points 
which were mentioned by the 
lower court in the order.

In the petition, they sought 
to set aside the order grant-
ing police custody. They also 
sought permission to meet 
their lawyer during the time 
of interrogation and also 
sought to not be allowed to re-

lease the details of the confes-
sion statement of the accused 
through the media.

Muhammed Shafi, Bhagaval 
Singh, and Laila approached 
the High Court. On 13 Octo-
ber, the Judicial First Class 
Magistrate Court sent all three 
accused to police custody till 
24 October.

Earlier on 19 October, Kerala 
Police launched an extensive 
search operation to recover 
the anklet of one of the two 
deceased women, Padma, in 
the human sacrifice case, ac-
cording to the police.

The police conducted the 
search at the place shown by 
prime accused Muhammed 
Shafi at the Alappuzha-Chan-
ganssery canal in the Alappu-
zha district.

The anklets were made of 
silver, which was allegedly 
thrown away by Shafi. 

Accused in Kerala human sacrifice 
case sent to nine days of custody
TDG NETWORK
ERNAKULAM

COIMBATORE BLAST 

Tamil Nadu state BJP president 
K Annamalai on Thursday 
said the Tamil soil has become 
a heaven for all anti-national 
elements to take refuge. He 
said, “We are happy that the 
case is going to the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA). The 
tentacles of this terror are much 
deeper. It has spread across Co-
imbatore. “

“We are worried about the 
mindset of this government. 
The case was of such serious-
ness and ramifications, but 
the state government denied 
admitting it and even forced 
the DGP to call it a cylinder 
blast... Such a kind of thing has 
never happened in the history 
of Tamil Nadu. “We have never 
seen this kind of incompetent 
government,” the state BJP 
leader said.

He alleged that the ruling 
DMK government was com-
pletely clueless about internal 
security and law and order.

“Tamil soil has become a 
heaven for all anti-national el-
ements to come and hide here. 
The intention of the attack was 
to kill thousands, “said the BJP 
leader.

Annamalai also alleged that 
the DMK government forced 
the state DGP to term the ter-
ror attack a cylinder blast for 
appeasement politics. He al-

leged that the police force was 
restrained by the state gov-
ernment from taking action 
against terror activities.

“There is political pressure 
on the police officers not to di-
vulge this (that it was terror a 
module). The CM has to take 
responsibility for maintaining a 
very poor security apparatus in 
the state and, more important-
ly, for doing minority appease-
ment politics, “Annamalai said.

“Just a month before, a bomb 
was hurled on 32 BJP office 
bearers by the PFI (Popular 
Front of India). The DGP called 
it a minor’minor skirmish’ 
They even denied that PFI 
was behind the attack. Terror 
attacks do not differentiate 
between Hindus, Muslims, or 
Christians. In the name of mi-
nority appeasement, they are 
not going to get minority votes 
either, “he added.

Earlier on Wednesday, Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister MK Sta-
lin recommended a National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
probe into the October 23 Co-
imbatore LPG cylinder explo-
sion in a car, considering the 
possibility of cross-state de-
velopments and international 
relations in the investigation.

In the recommendation letter, 
Stalin has asked to transfer the 
investigation of the case related 
to the car cylinder explosion in 
the Ukkadam area to the NIA 
and to continue to ensure secu-
rity in Coimbatore.

Stalin’s order followed a de-
tailed review meeting held 
earlier on Wednesday regard-
ing the ongoing investigation 
of the case.

The move comes after Tamil 
Nadu Police on Tuesday in-
voked the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) . 

TAMIL SOIL HAS BECOME HEAVEN FOR 
ANTI-NATIONAL ELEMENTS: ANNAMALAI
TDG NETWORK
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COURT RULING

INVESTIGATION

TRADITION 

The Kerala High Court has 
held that the extent of the 
family house plot of a mar-
ried woman living separately 
cannot be a reason for deny-
ing her the Economically 
Weaker Section (EWS) cer-
tificate. 

The Court also directed the 
Village Officer to issue an 

EWS certificate to the peti-
tioner provisionally, subject 
to the final outcome of the 
writ petition. The court held 
this as prima facie. The ruling 
has come on a writ petition 
filed by Sandra Stephen, and 
the petition has been consid-
ered by the Single Bench of 
Justice VG Arun.

The Writ Petition sought 
direction to the Tahasildar 
to issue an EWS Certificate 

to the petitioner provision-
ally in order to enable her to 
submit the certificate during 
the one-time verification of 
certificates. 

While hearing, the Govern-
ment Pleader contended, “if 
the family of the applicant 
owns ‘house plot’ of more 
than 20 cents within Munici-
pal Corporation area, the ap-
plicant will not be entitled for 
EWS certificate."

An FIR has been registered 
against three people after ir-
regularities were found in 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana (PMAY) in Rahikwara 
Panchayat of Nagod block of 
Satna district, an official said 
on Thursday.
A case has been registered 
against the Employment As-
sistant, the then Sarpanch, 
and the then Block Panchayat 
Coordinator at Naagud police 
station under sections 409, 

420, and 34 of the IPC. Dr 
Parikshit Rao, District Pan-
chayat CEO, said that a com-
plaint of financial irregulari-
ties was reported in PMAY in 
Rahikwara gram panchayat.
Following this, an investiga-
tion was conducted by the 
district-level officer. Prima 
facie, it was found that the 
house of around eight to 10 
beneficiaries was not pres-
ent on the spot. On the basis 
of this, the FIR was lodged 
against the employment as-
sistant Brijkisor Kushwaha.

Seven people were wounded 
and 23 others received mi-
nor injuries while celebrat-
ing the traditional Hingot 
War, a kind of fireball, fest in 
Gautampura village, Depal-
pur, Indore on Wednesday, 
an official said.

It is a centuries-old tradi-
tion that is celebrated every 
year on the second day of 
Diwali, but this year the tra-
dition was followed on the 
third day of the festival of 
lights.

It is celebrated in Gautam-
pura village, which is around 
60 km from the district 
headquarters. The tradition 
could not be performed for 
the last two years due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

“A police force, fire bri-

gade, and ambulances were 
deployed by the district ad-
ministration to organise the 
fest of Hingot War. CCTV 
cameras were also installed 
at the spot. “Around thou-
sands of people visit there 
to see the fest, for which ar-
rangements were made to 
cover the ground with nets 
from all sides for the safety of 
the visitors,” said Depalpur 
SDM Ravi Kumar.

Hingot is a fruit which is 
plucked and dried, after 
which it is stuffed with gun-
powder and tied to wood. It 
is then lit up and thrown at 
each other as a part of the 
tradition of the fest.

On Wednesday  eve-
ning, 150 people from two 
groups—Turra and Kalgi—
took part in the fest. They 
fired Hingot on each other. 

HOUSE PLOT OF MARRIED WOMAN LIVING SEPARATELY 
NO REASON FOR DENYING EWS STATUS: KERALA HC 

IRREGULARITIES IN PRADHAN MANTRI 
AWAS YOJANA IN MP, FIR FILED

30 injured while 
celebrating Hingot 
war in Indore     
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WAR OF WORDS 

Th e  T e l a n g a n a 
Bharatiya Janata 
Party on Thursday 

approached the High Court 
seeking the transfer of a 
case pertaining to the Telan-
gana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) 
MLAs’ poaching allegations 
against the party to the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) or to constitute a spe-
cial investigation team (SIT) 
to carry out a fair probe into 
the matter.

In a writ petition filed by 
BJP State General Secretary 
Gujjula Premendar Reddy, 
he claimed that the “bias and 
unfair investigation” being 
carried out is with the “sole 
intention of framing the 
leaders” of his party.

This comes a day after the 
TRS alleged that the BJP 
is attempting to poach the 
MLAs by luring them with 
money and contracts. The 
Telangana Police arrested 
three people who were 

found at the farmhouse in 
Ranga Reddy on Wednes-
day evening, after being in-
formed by the TRS MLAs 
about the poaching bid, 
which the leaders alleged be-
longed to the BJP. The three 
accused were identified as 
Ramachandra Bharati, Nan-
da Kumar, and Simhayaji 
Swamy.

The BJP has moved to the 
Telangana High Court seek-
ing a CBI probe into the al-
legations. “The above writ 

petition is filed complaining 
of bias and unfair investi-
gation being carried upon 
by the respondents in FIR.
No.455/2022 on the file of 
Moinabad PS with the sole 
intention of framing the 
leaders of the petitioner po-
litical party and damaging 
its reputation at the instance 
of the ruling party dispen-
sation as being illegal, arbi-
trary, and in gross violation 
of Article 14 and 21 of the 
Constitution of India and 

also contrary to settled prin-
ciples of free and fair investi-
gation,” the petition said.

The BJP linked the poach-
ing allegations to the up-
coming Munugude by-polls 
that are slated to be held on 
November 3, and said that 
the TRS has been “trying 
to disrupt the campaign” of 
the BJP while also making 
“several efforts to thwart the 
campaigning in the constitu-
ency”.

The petition stated that the 
complaint was “politically 
motivated” and that it had 
been made with a motive to 
“defame and demoralise” the 
BJP in the by-election of the 
Munugode Assembly con-
stituency.

The petition alleged that 
the complaint was lodged at 
the behest of Chief Minister 
K Chandrasekhar Rao and 
other state ministers and 
senior leaders of the TRS 
Party.

The petition stated that 
“The true facts and motive 
behind the above lodged 

complaint can only be un-
earthed by conducting an 
enquiry by the CBI or Spe-
cial Investigation Team 
(SIT) as constituted by this 
Hon’ble court and in failing 
to do so, the petitioner party 
would suffer irreparable loss 
and hardship and would 
also impact on the mandate 
of the people in the ensuing 
by-election at Munugode 
Assembly,” the petition stat-
ed.

Earlier in the day, Telan-
gana Minister K.T. Rama 
Rao on Thursday urged the 
TRS party workers to re-
frain from issuing any kind 
of statement to the media in 
regard to the MLA poaching 
allegations against the BJP 
as the investigation is in the 
“preliminary stage”.

Taking to Twitter to appeal 
to the party leaders, K.T.R 
said, “Because the MLAs 
trading case is in the pre-
liminary investigation stage, 
I request TRS party leaders 
shouldn’t give any kind of 
statements to the media.”

BJP DEMANDS FAIR PROBE IN TRS MLAS’ 
POACHING CASE, MOVES TELANGANA HC
TDG NETWORK
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K.T Rama Rao 

TOP OF THE DAY

RANCHI POLICE 
FILES CASE AFTER 
ARMY COLONEL’S 
ASSAULT CLAIM 
RANCHI: Ranchi Police 
have registered a case 
after an Army Colonel and 
his son were allegedly 
beaten with an iron rod 
at a firecracker shop on 
Diwali for asking for a 
GST bill after purchas-
ing crackers. The case 
was registered at Gonda 
police station on the 
complaint lodged by the 
son of the Army Colonel. 
Meanwhile, a cross FIR 
has also been lodged by 
one of the employees of 
the shop alleging that 
the father-son duo first 
asked for a discount and 
then made derogatory re-
marks before getting into 
a brawl. The investigation 
is underway. 

TWO DEAD IN 
BRAWL BETWEEN 
TWO FAMILIES IN 
HARDOI
HARDOI: Two people 
died and two others were 
injured after a brawl over 
a minor issue of verbal 
abuse between two fami-
lies in the Hardoi district 
of Uttar Pradesh, said 
police. One side attacked 
the family of the other 
side with sticks and fired 
fiercely with a “licensed” 
rifle. The two - a father 
and son - died on the spot 
in the firing. At the same 
time, the mother and 
brother of the deceased 
youth were also injured 
and are admitted to hos-
pital. Efforts are under-
way to nab the accused, 
the SP said. 

 ASSAM POLICE 
SEIZES GANJA 
WORTH RS 15 CR, 
2 ARRESTED
GUWAHATI: Assam 
police on Thursday foiled 
inter-state smuggling 
by intercepting a truck 
carrying more than two 
thousand kilos of contra-
band drugs (Ganja) near 
the Jorabat area, along 
the Assam-Meghalaya 
border. “Two persons 
have been arrested,” of-
ficials said. Acting on a 
tip-off, an operation was 
launched by a team of 
Guwahati city police and 
intercepted a truck, on its 
way to mainland Assam 
from Manipur, carrying 
Manipuri Ganja, worth Rs 
15 crore. Following the 
arrest of two persons, the 
truck and the high-quality 
Ganja have been seized, 
officials said.

PORTALS OF 
KEDARNATH 
DHAM SHUTS FOR 
WINTER
RUDRAPRAYAG: The 
portals of the Kedarnath 
Dham were closed on 
Thursday morning for 
the Winter season. The 
doors of the eleventh 
Jyotirlinga Lord Kedar-
nath were shut for the 
winter as per rituals with 
chanting of Vedic hymns 
accompanied by music 
played by local musical 
instruments, the tunes 
of the army band, and 
cheers of scores of devo-
tees. The doors of the 
famed Himalayan shrine 
were shut at around 
8.20 am today. As per 
traditions, it is believed 
that after the portals are 
shut, Lord Kedarnath 
becomes austere for six 
months of winter in the 
Himalayas.
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K. Annamalai

Hingot war festival in Madhya Pradesh. (File photo)



With COP 27 in 
Egypt just days 
away, the topic of 

climate has again come under 
the arc lights. In a span of sev-
en years starting from COP 21 
in 2015, governments of 823 
cities across every continent 
have made net-zero pledges. 
It’s not just the governments 
but the private sector matched 
the pace set by national and 
subnational constituents. Over 
1,500 companies, represent-
ing around US$ 11.4 trillion 
in revenue have set net-zero 
targets. To those who under-
stand the systemic issues of 
climate crisis, this net zero 
vision may appear almost 
implausible. Their skepti-
cism is in a way is justified. It’s 
barely a week ago that Justin 
Trudeau, the Prime Minister 
of Canada, failed to defend 
his country’s “Miniscule Cli-
mate Progress”—apparently a 
plethora of polices announced 

by him showed dismal results. 
Recently, the Climate Change 
Committee (CCC) warned 
the UK government that the 
current approach to address 
climate issues is seriously 
inadequate and will result in 
UK failing to meet its targets. 
One might recall that UK’s Ten 
Point Plan released by former 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
was an elaborate 32-page doc-
ument on how the country will 
transition to net zero. With the 
new Prime Minister Rishi Su-
nak wanting to make London 
a “Hub for Green Finance” and 
supporting net zero transition, 
he could be the beacon light 
of hope for disgruntled envi-
ronmentalists of the country.

As far as the USA is con-
cerned, the country never 
had a Climate Law to support 
its pronouncements made at 
previous UN Climate con-
ferences—be in in emission 
reductions or climate financ-
ing. But the recently passed 
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) 
under Biden administration 
among other reforms has cli-
mate action as a major compo-
nent—this might just put the 
country in the right direction.

So what exactly is this Net 
Zero and why are countries 
floundering to achieve their 
goals? Net Zero is about cut-
ting greenhouse gas emissions 
to as close to zero as possible—

and any remaining emissions 
to be re-absorbed from the 
atmosphere, by oceans and 
forests etc.

CRITERIA FOR  
ACHIEVING NET ZERO
There is global consensus that 
achieving Net Zero goals is 
contingent on three things—
a lofty climate vision, a stable 
and performing government, 
metrics to monitor the prog-
ress. India fulfils all the three 
criteria. Prime Minister Modi 
announced India’s Net Zero 
vision-2070 at Glasgow COP 
26.  This vision is not only lofty, 
but has a divine concoction 
of five life giving ingredients 
PANCHAMRIT: to grow 
non-fossil energy capacity to 
500 GW, to meet 50% of our 
energy requirements from re-
newable energy, to reduce the 
total projected carbon emis-
sions by one billion tonnes and 
to reduce the carbon intensity 
of the economy by more than 
45%—all to be achieved by 
2030. The second criterion 
to achieve Net zero is about 
having a stable national gov-
ernment. India’s NDA govern-
ment has not just been stable, 
but has been a consistent per-

former—with path breaking 
reforms that saw huge public 
support. The third criterion to 
achieve Net Zero is do with a 
strategy rooted in reality. It’s 
about having metrics and 
a monitoring mechanism. 
Perhaps what sets India 
apart from other countries is 
this effort.

CITIES: KEYSTONE FOR 
NET ZERO VISION
Just like how a keystone is 
critical to hold any architec-
tural masterpiece in place, it 
is the cities that hold the se-
cret to realising the vision of 
Net Zero. If you remove the 
“Keystone” i.e the cities, the 
entire vision crumbles—be-
cause cities are responsible 
for 80% greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Paradoxically, cities are 
also victims of climate change. 
Cities are increasingly tackling 
extreme events like flooding, 
heat waves and cyclones. It’s 
quite appalling to note that 
“Extreme Heat” in 2021 re-
sulted in a loss of 160 billion 
USD to India.

India’s Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions (NDCs), 
formulated in response to the 
Paris Climate Agreement, 

identify cities as one of the 
key actors. After COP 21, many 
cities developed city resilience 
plans, vulnerability maps and 
kicked off mitigation efforts.

If Ahmedabad developed a 
comprehensive early warn-
ing system and preparedness 
plan for extreme heat events, 
Vishakhapatnam has a Com-
prehensive City Disaster Man-
agement Plan. Surat set up an 
Energy Efficiency Cell along 
with a Solar City Master plan 
that fulfills 34% of its energy 
needs through renewable 
sources. Diu, a small town, 
saves around 13,000 tonnes 
of carbon emissions every year 
while Kochi’s Air Information 
and Response Plan (AIR) plan 
is aimed to tackle the issue of 
air pollution. While all these 
efforts are laudable, they will 
remain mere efforts if not eval-
uated against metrics.

CLIMATE SMART 
CITIES ASSESSMENT 
FRAMEWORK
India, acknowledging the need 
for metrics, demonstrated 
enough courage to develop a 
rating framework to evaluate 
Indian cities’ efforts—perhaps 
the first in the world. The 
Climate Centre for Cities (C-
Cube) under the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
(MoHUA) has been set up to 
measure performance of cities 
and to bring them up to speed 
on climate goals. This center’s 
work focuses on research, 
knowledge management; tech-
nology, innovation, capacity 
building, advocacy and part-
nerships. It works with 50+ 
partner organizations, includ-
ing international agencies and 
networks, donors, (I)NGOs, 
private sector organizations, 
rating agencies, incubators, 

data and technology firms.
The assessment framework 

developed has five themes: Ur-
ban Planning, Green Cover 
and Biodiversity, Energy and 
Green Buildings, Mobility and 
Air Quality, Water Manage-
ment, Waste Management.

Based on this framework, 
India has captured the per-
formance of 126 cities on 96 
data points across 28 indi-
cators under five themes. 
The 5-star rated i.e better 
performing cities, are inspir-
ing the slow movers and the 
framework also has “point 
wise guidance to” 1 star and 
2 star cities. Today, if 88 cities 
converted all their streetlights 
to energy-efficient lighting, 38 
cities have formulated strate-
gies, allocated budget for reju-
venation of water bodies and 
open spaces. 35 cities have ini-
tiated the development of city 
disaster management plans 
while 87 cities having some 
form of air quality monitoring 
stations in their cities.

This rating exercise is data 
driven and evidence-based 
approach for policy planning 
and resilience building. Going 
forward, a Climate Data Ob-
servatory and an Innovation 
Facilitation Centre are being 
planned to perfect the craft of 
“Net Zero”. One must agree 
that it’s no small exercise to 
measure 126 cities on 96 data 
points across 28 indicators 
under five themes–especially 
given the complexity of our ur-
ban system that happens to be 
the second largest in the world. 
But India is ready to show the 
world what visionary leader-
ship can achieve.
The author is President, Foun-
dation for Futuristic Cities, BJP 
National Incharge, Women Pol-
icies & Research.

Why PM Modi’s Net Zero 
vision is truly viable
Achieving Net Zero goals is contingent on three things—a lofty climate vision, a stable and 
performing government, metrics to monitor the progress. India fulfils all the three criteria.
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CLIMATE ACTION

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF), the ter-
ror financing watchdog of the world, may have 
removed Pakistan from a list of countries under 
increased monitoring—the grey list, but the global 
community must continue to keep a close watch 
on Islamabad for monitoring terror activities on 
its soil. Almost all the countries share India’s con-
cern that Pakistan harbours terrorists and the 
terror organisations that harm various countries 
of the world. Pakistan’s soft-corner for terror out-
fits operating from territories under its control 
has been well-known. The FATF’s decision must 
have come as a great deal of relief for Pakistan 
after which the Shehbaz Sharif government was 
apparently euphoric. But the reality that cannot 
be relegated to back-
ground is that Paki-
stan must continue to 
take credible actions 
against terrorists so 
as to ensure that no 
instance of terror or-
ganisations launching 
attacks against India 
or any other country 
from its soil comes to 
be noticed in future. 
The responsibility to 
check all this lies with 
forums such as FATF, 
the UN and the global 
community.
While announcing 
the decision, FATF 
President T. Raja Kumar repeatedly said that Is-
lamabad will have to continue its work to improve 
mechanisms for countering terrorist financing 
and money laundering. Raja Kumar categorically 
suggested that Pakistan should not construe exit-
ing grey list as a clean chit on the issue of terrorism 
forever. It will remain accountable and respon-
sible if any terror act is noticed from its territory. 
The FATF chief amply dropped indications that 
Pakistan must still be under watch. On its part, 
India needs to be more cautious and watchful to 
check if Pakistan’s actions really meet the expec-
tations of the FATF on terror issues. And the ex-
pectation is that Islamabad must not cease its ef-
forts toward countering money laundering and 
terrorism financing. This is the message that India 
sought to send out while reacting to FATF deci-
sion to take Pakistan off the grey list. Ministry of 
External Affairs Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi 
rightly pointed out, “It is in global interest that 
the world remains clear that Pakistan must con-
tinue to take credible, verifiable, irreversible and 
sustained action against terrorism and terrorist fi-
nancing emanating from territories under its con-
trol.” He also said that Pakistan has been forced to 
take some action against well-known terrorists. 
The message that India successfully conveyed was 
that Pakistan took some action under pressure 
from the world community, and not on its own. 
MEA Secretary West Sanjay Verma’s remarks are 
also important in this context when he said that 
because of FATF, Pakistan had to admit some sort 
of legal process against two individuals respon-
sible for 26/11 Mumbai carnage. What is remark-
able is that Islamabad had been in denial mode 
whenever India provided dossiers of evidence es-
tablishing the hands of Pakistan based terrorists 
in Mumbai attacks. Pakistan’s action that brought 
it FATF respite amounts to admission also that 
Mumbai attack handlers were very much pres-
ent on its soil, and all they were roaming around 
freely. This is exactly what India has been trying 
to establish. But Islamabad always denied it much 
to the disappointment of New Delhi. So the de-
velopment proves that Pakistan was deliberately 
in denial mode to protect and shield terrorists of 
Lashkar-e-Tayyaba (LeT) whose founder Hafiz 
Saeed continued to enjoy patronage of the state 
actors in Pakistan for long period of time after 
the Mumbai attacks. Entire world watched how 
Mumbai macabre mastermind Hafiz Saeed was 
shielded by Pakistan. 

The world community is not unaware of the fact 
that Pakistan supported and sheltered UN des-
ignated terrorists who have been roaming freely 
well before any FATF meeting in the past. The UN 
was shared evidence that show how Pakistan is 
the global epicentre of terrorism. What FATF must 
remember is where Osama bin Laden was found 
despite Pakistan’s denial. The US must also not 
obliterate this fact from its record book.  So, with 
all this in view, it will remain important to keep an 
eye on Pakistan’s action in future to curb the wide-
spread activities of terrorists groups. The world 
community must double up its efforts to enforce 
strict monitoring.

T. BRAJESH

PERSPECTIVE
DUTY OF GLOBAL COMMUNITY

DESPITE FATF 
RESPITE, MONITORING 
OF PAKISTAN  
FOR TERROR  
ACTION IS A MUST

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has set a new bench-
mark in reforms and gover-
nance for the world to emulate 
and has ably steered India to 
be one of the fastest growing 
economies of the world—sta-
ble and secure. He has a stellar 
status amongst the statesmen 
of the world today and is a true 
role model. His comments that 
“today’s era is not the era for 
war” have been quoted by 
many Heads of States. Today, 
he is probably the only world 
leader who is in the position to 
speak to the Russian President 
and the President of Ukraine 
at the same time. Due to his 
towering leadership, there has 
been unprecedented strength-
ening in India’s voice across 
the globe.

Even the IMF commented 
that India deserves to be called 
a bright spot “on this other-

wise dark horizon because it 
has been a fast growing econo-
my, even during these difficult 
times, but most importantly, 
this growth is underpinned 
by structural reforms.”
Since assuming office in 2014, 
Prime Minister Narender 
Modi has ensured “India first” 
in every policy formulation. 
The last eight years have wit-
nessed a great leap in econom-
ic reforms, healthcare, serving 
the poor, nari shakti, ease of 
doing business, promoting a 
tech-driven India, environ-
ment and sustainability and 
an overall growth in all sec-
tors, coupled with a successful 
foreign policy.

It has only been due to the 
inspirational vision, wis-
dom and sterling leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi that the security scenario 
in the country has improved 
dramatically. On the securi-
ty front, Modi 2.0 envisions 
transformation of India into 
a new strong India—strong, 
secure, prosperous and invin-
cible—an atmanirbhar bharat, 
sashakt bharat, swabhiman 
bharat and an ekatma bharat. 
The creation of the two Union 
Territories of J&K and Ladakh 
has been the greatest momen-
tous achievement since Inde-
pendence. With government 
priority on development for 

the people, the two UTs are 
witnessing a spate of unhin-
dered development as never 
before. Prior to this, terror-
ism had devastated the state 
as over 41,500 persons were 
killed between 1989 of 2019. 
Invisible enemies fighting 
uncivilised proxy wars had 
threatened democracy in J&K. 
The repudiation of Article 370 
and 35A has heralded a new 
dawn of empowerment, equity 
and development. This is evi-
dent by the recent initiatives 
of the government in empow-
ering grassroots institutions, 
accelerating development, 
building infrastructure, rein-
forcing governance, generat-
ing employment, broadening 
social inclusion and promot-
ing growth.

There has been zero toler-
ance to terrorism with ap-
propriate responses; sponsors 
of terror have been globally 
isolated and India has made 
terrorism a global issue. 
In the North-East region, 
the government followed a 
multi-pronged strategy to ef-
fectively deal with insurgent 
and militant activities. As a 
result, several outfits have 
entered into suspension of 
operations agreements and 
memorandum of settlements 
and dissolved themselves.

To deal with the Left-wing 

extremism, the Modi govern-
ment has adopted an inte-
grated and holistic approach. 
The developmental outreach 
by the Government of India 
has seen an increasingly large 
number of LWE cadres shun-
ning the path of violence and 
returning to the mainstream.

Despite a large magnitude of 
border management concerns, 
security has been tightened on 
all borders through compre-
hensive integrated border 
management systems—be it 
border outposts, border fenc-
ing, border lighting, mobile 
towers and use of technol-
ogy at the border. It was only 
under PM Modi that infra-
structure strengthening on the 
India-China border became a 
national priority. Coming to 
the disaster front, it is only PM 
Modi who has strengthened 
our response to disaster in sav-
ing lives and livelihood.

An in-depth study on vari-
ous aspects and areas of secu-
rity challenges will convince 
all as to how patriotically the 
Modi government has kept 
the citizen—who is an equal 
stakeholder in national secu-
rity—secure from all kinds of 
threats, external and internal. 
These last eight years have 
witnessed a paradigm shift 
in public service delivery 
and the implementation of 

government schemes and 
infrastructure projects. The 
global Covid-19 pandemic 
since 2020 had a severe eco-
nomic fallout and jolted all 
countries across the globe. 
While many economies con-
tinue to struggle with sluggish 
economic growth and record-
breaking inflation, India has 
been recognized by IMF and 
World Bank, to be one of the 
fastest-growing countries in 
the world. The government’s 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat plan 
gave the much-needed impe-
tus to economic growth. The 
dynamic FDI policy has made 
India the preferred global des-
tination for investment. Under 
PM Modi’s leadership, India 
is taking giant strides on all 
fronts. This spirit of a “New 
Strong India” is reflected in 
our rapidly rising defence pro-
duction and surge in exports.

PM Modi’s active monitoring 
has made the infrastructure 
turnaround possible—be it 
highway construction, rapid 
increase in the construction 
of rural roads, a massive ca-
pacity expansion in the rail-
ways and metro rail in the last 
eight years or building or op-
erationalising 66 airports and 
ensuring air connectivity to 
innumerable tier-2 and tier-3 
cities. Digital connectivity and 
IT infrastructure have become 

critical determinants of our 
economic growth. 

The Modi government has 
taken a remarkable life cycle 
based approach towards 
women empowerment. 
Since 2014, Indian diaspora, 
located across the world, has 
felt assured that PM Modi is 
always looking out for their 
safety and well-being. The 
National Education Policy 
(NEP) is bringing a paradigm 
shift in the Indian education 
system through much needed 
and long pending reforms in 
school and higher education.

India has successfully rolled 
out the world’s largest vaccina-
tion drive ever and supplied 
medical equipment and vac-
cines to innumerable nations. 
Over the last eight years, India 
has emerged as a global leader 
in the fight against climate 
change. From negotiations 
over global climate change 
deals to the adoption of renew-
able energy, India is leading 
international efforts for en-
vironmental protection. It is 
these policies of PM Modi on 
each front that have increased 
the stability in the country and 
region—internally and exter-
nally, and made India an ex-
ample for the world to follow.
The author is a former Chair-
man, Haryana Public Service 
Commission.

Under PM Modi, India sees all-round development

opinion
KARUNA GOPAL VARTAKAVI
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Annual Greenhouse emissions.

On its part, India needs 
to be more cautious 
and watchful to check if 
Pakistan’s actions really 
meet the expectations of 
the FATF on terror issues. 
And the expectation is 
that Islamabad must 
not cease its efforts 
toward countering 
money laundering and 
terrorism financing. 
This is the message that 
India sought to send out 
while reacting to the 
FATF decision to take 
Pakistan off the grey list.
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The Supreme Court 
in the case Ravikant 
Srivastava @ Ravi 

Kant Shrivastava v. State of 
Jharkhand & Anr observed 
and has recently set aside a 
decision of the Jharkhand 
High Court for imposing a 
precondition for anticipatory 
bail that the accused would 
have to deposit a Demand 
Draft of Rs. 10 lakhs as ad 
interim victim compensation 
in favour of the accused wife. 
The said appeal would arise 
out of a dowry harassment 
case in which the complain-
ant had instituted a crimi-
nal complaint against her 
husband before the Chief 
Judicial Magistrate, latterly 
which was converted into 
a first information report, 
for offences under Section 
498A and other ancillary 
provisions of the Indian 
Penal Code, 1860 reading 
with Sections 3 and 4 of the 
Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961.

In the present case, the 
court observed that by an 
impugned order, the High 
Court had exercised its in-
herent powers under Section 
482 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1973 and has 
directed the appellant-hus-
band to pay the complain-
ant ‘victim compensation’ 

as an interim measure. The 
Division bench while allow-
ing the appeal preferred by 
the accused, held that there 
was “no reasonable justifica-
tion” for the High Court to 
incorporate such a condition 

while granting the husband 
pre-arrest bail.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Ajay Rastogi and 
Justice C.T. Ravikumar ob-
served and has held that 
after hearing the counsels 

appearing for the parties 
that this court finds no rea-
sonable justification for the 
High Court to call upon the 
appellant to submit a de-
mand draft of Rs.10 lakhs 
for availing the benefit of 

pre-arrest bail. 
Accordingly, the bench al-

lowed the appeal and has set 
aside the order passed by the 
High Court directing the ap-
pellant to deposit a Demand 
Draft of Rs. 10 Lakhs.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: SETS ASIDE CONDITION 
AS UNREASONABLE; HC ASKS HUSBAND TO 
PAY WIFE RS 10 LAKHS FOR ANTICIPATORY 
BAIL IN DOWRY HARASSMENT CASE
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Abhishek 
Katyayan vs State of Bihar observed and has 
recently issued notice in a special leave peti-
tion that raises this question that can a condi-
tion be imposed by the Court for the payment 
of maintenance while granting anticipatory 
bail?

In the present case, a complaint was filed 
against the accused by the wife under Sec-
tion 323, Section 379 and Section 498A of 
the Indian Penal Code, 1860 and the Section 
3, Section 4 of the Dowry Prohibition Act, 
1961. While apprehending the arrest, the ac-
cused approached the Patna High Court. An 
anticipatory bail has been granted and has 
directed that he should pay maintenance of 
Rs. 10,000.

The accused while challenging this condi-

tion had approached the Apex Court and has 
relied on the case Munish Bhasin Vs. State 
Govt. of NCT of Delhi, wherein contending 
that such a condition is not sustainable. It 
was observed in the said judgement that in 
a proceeding under section 438 of the Code, 
the Court would not be justified in award-
ing maintenance to the wife and child. The 
question for granting of maintenance should 
be left to be decided by the competent Court 
in an appropriate proceeding where the par-
ties can adduce evidence in support of their 
respective case and after which the liability 
of husband to pay maintenance could be de-
termined and appropriate order would be 
passed directing the husband to pay amount 
of maintenance to his wife.

Accordingly, the bench comprising of Jus-
tice Ajay Rastogi and Justice CT Ravikumar 
stayed the condition, while issuing notice.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: 
Notice Issued; Can 
Condition Of Payment 
Of Maintenance Be 
Imposed While Granting 
Anticipatory Bail?

TDG NETWORK 

The Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh High Court in the 
case Mohd. Bashir Vs UT of 
J&K observed and has re-
cently taken suo moto notice 
of the lack of “even elemen-
tary knowledge” with re-
gards to the land laws being 
displayed by the additional 
Deputy Commissioner in 
Rajouri district who has 
been conferred with powers 
of Commissioner under the 
Agrarian Reforms Act, 1976 
and that of the Collector un-
der the Land Revenue Act, 
1996.

The bench comprising 
of Justice Rahul Bharti ob-
served and has directed that 

the Financial Commissioner 
Revenue/ Commissioner, 
Agrarian Reforms to with-
draw such powers from the 
concerned official.

The bench while referring 
to an order passed by the 
said official setting aside two 
mutations observed that ex-
facie the order is bad, as there 
is no parting direction in the 
impugned order as to what 
is to be followed next as a 
consequence of setting aside 
of Mutation. The order being 
an exhibit of non-application 
of mind on the part of the 
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner/Collector.

The court heard the peti-
tion, wherein seeking resto-
ration of the two mutations 

under Section 4 of the Jam-
mu & Kashmir Agrarian Re-
forms Act and under Section 
8 of the Agrarian Reforms 
Act.

It was noted by Justice 
Bharti that the mutations 
were set aside by the Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner, 
Rajouri by a “one page order”.

It was observed by the 
bench that the court is being 
acting suo-moto is taking no-
tice of the fact that the officer 
concerned who has passed 
the impugned order seems 
to have been possessing not 
even an elementary knowl-
edge of the law pertaining 
to the Land Revenue Act as 
well as that of the other at-
tending laws which includes 

the provisions of the Agrar-
ian Reforms Act, 1976 and as 
being the Additional Deputy 
Commissioner or the Collec-
tor (with powers of Commis-
sioner Agrarian Reforms) 
Rajouri must be seized of 
matters and similar nature 
of cases for adjudication by 
virtue of his position. It was 
stated that the said officer 
cannot be allowed for adju-
dicating the case bearing no 
knowledge and understand-
ing of the laws governing the 
subject.

Thus, it was stated that the 
operation of the impugned 
orders cancelling mutation 
and issued notices to the Re-
spondents, which is return-
able on December 5.

IN COURT

J&K&L High Court Directs Govt 
To Withdraw Powers Under 
Agrarian Reforms Act From Add 
‘I Deputy Commissioner Rajouri: 
Lacks Elementary Knowledge
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case M/s Indians for Amnes-
ty International Trust versus 
Union of India and others ob-
served and has refused to en-
tertain Amnesty Internation-
al India’s petition challenging 
the Enforcement Director-
ate’s attachment of its bank 
accounts, in view of the facts 
that a provisional attachment 
order on October 7, 2022 was 
passed by the PMLA Adjudi-
cating Authority.

The Court dismissed the 
Special Leave Petition, while 
reserving the rights of Am-
nesty to challenge the provi-
sional attachment order.

The bench comprising of 

Chief Justice of India stated 
in the order stated that the 
rights of the petitioner are 
reserved to challenge the 
aforestated order dated 
07.10.2022 in accordance 
with law and the dismissal 
of this Special Leave Peti-
tion shall not be taken to be 
a reflection on the merits or 
demerits of rival contentions.

It was observed that as per 
the order dated 07.10.2022 of 
the Adjudicating Authority, 
the three bank accounts of 
the Organisation having bal-
ance of Rs.1,54,03,992.30/- 
(Rupees One Crore Fifty-
Four Lakhs Three Thousand 
Nine Hundred Ninety-Two 
Only) along with accrued 
interest was provisionally 

attached in terms of Sec-
tion 5(1) of the PMLA Act. 
The stated order prohibited 
that removal, transfer or 
disposal of the amounts at-
tached. However, this order 
of attachment will be effec-
tive for a period of 180 days 
and its further continuation 
will be subject to the confir-
mation order passed by the 
Authority.

The India wing of the In-
ternational human rights 
organization filled the spe-
cial leave petition against the 
orders of the Karnataka High 
Court.

On December 16, 2020, 
the single bench of the High 
Court had given a given 
partial relief to Amnesty 

India by allowing them to 
withdraw Rupees 60 lakhs 
to meet the expenses. The 
court aggrieved with the re-
fusal of the single bench to go 
into the substantive points of 
challenge raised against the 
attachment order and the 
Amnesty approached the 
division bench. The division 
bench disposed of the appeal 
on 08.04.2021, wherein ob-
serving the grounds of chal-
lenge against the provisional 
attachment order are to be 
raised before the PMLA Ad-
judicating Authority.

The bench observed that 
the Amnesty India had 
stopped its operations in In-
dia following the attachment 
of its bank accounts.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: DISMISSED AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL’S CHALLENGE AGAINST ED 
FREEZING BANK ACCOUNTS AS PROVISIONAL 
ATTACHMENT ORDER WAS PASSED IN MEANTIME

TDG NETWORK 
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analysis
SANJEEV SIROHI

While putting the record straight, the Bombay 
High Court has in a most learned, laudable, 
landmark and latest judgment titled Sarang 
Diwakar Amle & Ors vs State of Maharashtra 
& Anr in Criminal Application No. 40 of 2021 
that was reserved on September 13 and then 
finally pronounced on October 21, 2022 has in 
the fitness of things very rightly, robustly and 
rationally observed that a married woman be-
ing asked to do household work does not mean 
that she is being treated like a maid servant. The 
Court also observed that without description of 
alleged acts of the husband and in-laws, it can-
not be determined whether they committed 
cruelty towards the wife. While putting across 
its point in most simple, straightforward and 
suave language, the Court observed that, “If a 
married lady is asked to do household work 
definitely for the purpose of family, it cannot 
be said that it is like a maid servant. If she had 
no wish to do her household activities, then she 
ought to have told it either prior to the marriage 
so that the bride-groom can rethink about the 
marriage itself or if it is after marriage, then 
such problem ought to have been sorted out 
earlier.”  

At the very outset, this brief, brilliant, bold and 
balanced judgment authored by Hon’ble Smt 
Justice Vibha Kankanwadi for a Division Bench 
of the Bombay High Court comprising of herself 
and Hon’ble Mr Justice Rajesh S Patil sets the 
ball rolling by first and foremost putting forth 
in para 1 that, “Present application has been 
filed under Section 482 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (for short “Cr.P.C.”) for quashing the 
First Information Report (for short “FIR”) bear-
ing Crime No.341 of 2020 registered with Bha-
gyanagar Police Station, Dist. Nanded for the 
offences punishable under Sections 498-A, 323, 
504, 506 read with Section 34 of Indian Penal 
Code (for short “IPC”) and also the proceedings 
in R.C.C. No.850 of 2020 pending before the 
learned Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate, 
Nanded.”

To put it simply, the Division Bench then 
mentions in para 2 that, “Applicant No.1 is the 
husband of respondent No.2. Applicant No.2 is 
the mother of applicant No.1 and mother-in-law 
of respondent No.2. Applicant No.3 is the elder 
married sister of applicant No.1 and sister-in-
law of respondent No.2.”

To put things in perspective, the Division 
Bench then envisages in para 3 that, “The in-
formant - respondent No.2 lodged report with 

the Bhagyanagar Police Station, Dist. Nanded 
on 09.09.2020. Her marriage was performed 
with applicant No.1 on 12.12.2019 at Pune. Ac-
cording to her, the entire marriage expenses 
were borne by her father and at the time of 
marriage gold weighing 21 Tolas, one gold chain 
of one and half Tola, ring of 5 gm. and cash of 
Rs.1,00,000/- was given. She states that she 
was treated properly for about a month by the 
applicants and thereafter, she was treated like 
maid servant. The applicants started demand-
ing amount of Rs.4,00,000/- for purchasing 
four wheeler. When she told that her father 
doesn’t have that much amount, then applicant 
No.1 - husband had harassed her physically as 
well as mentally. Thereafter, she was taken to 
Doctor so that there should be son born to the 
couple, but the Doctor told that the gestation pe-
riod is not complete. Thereafter, applicant Nos.2 
and 3 had assaulted her by slap and kicks and 
abused her, threatened her by saying that she 
has defrauded them. She then states in the FIR 
that applicant Nos.2 and 3 went to her father’s 
place at Parimal Nagar, Nanded and told to the 
informant that if amount of Rs.4,00,000/- is 
brought as stated by applicant No.1 then only 
she would be allowed to cohabit. She was as-
saulted at that time and this incident had taken 
place at about 12.00 p.m. on 27.06.2020. She 
has then lodged the report.”

It would be instructive to note that the Divi-
sion Bench then states in para 5 that, “It has 
been vehemently submitted on behalf of the ap-
plicants that the FIR appears to be a concocted 
version. It was the second marriage of respon-
dent No.2. She had earlier married to one Sunil 
Divakar Jahagirdar and against said Sunil Ja-
hagirdar and his family members, respondent 
No.2 had lodged FIR on 04.02.2017 and charge-
sheet was filed against them vide R.C.C. No.51 
of 2017 before learned Judicial Magistrate First 
Class, Degloor. All those persons came to be ac-
quitted by the concerned Court on 26.03.2019. 
The copy of the charge-sheet and the judgment 
in that case has been produced on record. She 
had also filed application under Section 12 of 
the Protection of Women from Domestic Vio-
lence Act, 2005 against her earlier husband 
and others before learned Judicial Magistrate 
First Class, Degloor and ultimately, that appli-
cation came to be withdrawn on 19.03.2019 in 
view of pursis Exhibit-33. Respondent No.2 had 
also filed petition for divorce against said Sunil 
Divakar Jahagirdar before learned Civil Judge 
Senior Division, Biloli, Dist. Nanded bearing 
Petition No.33 of 2018. The said petition came to 
be allowed on 11.04.2019. However, perusal of 
the said judgment granting her divorce would 
show that there was a compromise and the 
said petition was then converted into Hindu 
Marriage Petition under Section 13-B of the 
Hindu Marriage Act. She had also filed applica-
tion under Section 125 of Cr.P.C. before Family 
Court, Aurangabad against her earlier husband 

and that came to be withdrawn by filing pursis 
on 02.04.2019 stating that the matter has been 
settled amicably out of the Court. All these 
documents would show that respondent No.2 
is in habit of making such allegations. After 
dissolution of marriage on 11.04.2019, present 
applicant No.1 has performed marriage with re-
spondent No.2 on 12.12.2019. Her stay with the 
applicants was very much short. She has lodged 
report with police on 09.09.2020 and the FIR 
is silent on which date she went back to her pa-
rental home. The alleged incident at Nanded is 
stated to have taken place on 27.06.2020. With-
in a period of 5-6 months, it is hard to believe 
that any such incident would have taken place. 
Further, it can be seen from the documents pro-
duced by the applicants that he had purchased 
a four wheeler of Rs.17,29,000/- on 28.02.2020 
with the bank loan, therefore, there is no ques-
tion of demanding amount of Rs.4,00,000/- to 
respondent No.2 for purchase of car. The alle-
gations against the applicants are omnibus in 
nature. Same is the case with the statement of 
the witnesses, who had for the obvious reasons 
are in echo with respondent No.2. The medical 
documents of respondent No.2 would show that 
in fact she was suffering from gynec problem 
and her own aunt had initially given treatment, 
but thereafter she was taken by the applicants 
to Dr. Manisha Risbud, who is gynecologist and 
when the Sonography was done, it was found 
that there is a cyst to her ovaries which was 
causing difficulty in conception. She did not 
take further treatment from the said Doctor and 
under such circumstance, she cannot blame ap-
plicant Nos.2 and 3. It would be a futile exercise 
and harassment to the applicants to face the 
trial when they are at no fault.”

Most significantly, what constitutes the real 
nucleus of this notable judgment is then encap-
sulated in para 7 wherein it is propounded that, 

“At the outset, it is to be noted that the marriage 
between respondent No.2 and applicant No.1 
had taken place on 12.12.2019. Neither in her 
FIR nor in the statements of her parents they 
have given the date on which respondent No.2 
either left her matrimonial home or she was 
driven out of the house and she started residing 
with her parents. Admittedly on 27.06.2020 it 
appears that she was residing with her parents. 
She has not stated in the FIR that for some pur-
pose only, she had gone to her parents house. 
According to her own FIR, which is then sup-
ported by in stereotype way by her parents and 
other relatives that she was treated properly 
for about a month, it is then vaguely stated that 
she was treated like a maid servant. She has not 
given details of the same. If a married lady is 
asked to do household work definitely for the 
purpose of the family, it cannot be said that it 
is like a maid servant. If she had no wish to do 
her household activities, then she ought to have 
told it either prior to the marriage so that the 
bride-groom can rethink about the marriage it-

self or if it is after marriage, then such problem 
ought to have been sorted out earlier. Her FIR is 
also silent on the point as to whether there was 
maid servant at her matrimonial home for do-
ing the work of washing utensils, wash clothes, 
sweeping etc., which is generally given to the 
maid servant.”

No less significant is what is then stated in 
para 8 wherein it is held that, “Further, it is to be 
noted that in the FIR as well as the statements 
of the witnesses under Section 161 of Cr.P.C. it 
is stated that after one month of her marriage, 
the husband started demanding amount of 
Rs.4,00,000/- for purchasing four wheeler. 
When she had stated that her father does not 
have amount, it is stated that applicant No.1 had 
harassed her physically and mentally. Again 
the details are lacking. Mere use of the word 
harassment “mentally and physically” are not 
sufficient to attract ingredients of Section 498-A 
of IPC. Unless those acts are described it cannot 
be concluded that whether those acts amounted 
to harassment or subjecting a person to cruel-
ty. It appears that as against applicant No.1, it 
is the allegation about demand of amount of 
Rs.4,00,000/- for purchase of four wheeler. 
There are no allegations against him that he had 
made accusations about defrauding him on ac-
count of the medical treatment. Even if we take 
the further allegations in the FIR as it is, what 
respondent Nos.2 says is that she was got medi-
cally checked through Doctor for birth of a son 
and, thereafter, the Doctor told that the gesta-
tion period is not complete. She has not specifi-
cally stated that it was revealed to her that she 
is pregnant and she is carrying pregnancy of 
some days/weeks or month. Unless she would 
have become pregnant, there was no question 
of completion of the period of pregnancy and 
delivery of the child. It appears that those things 
have been intentionally kept vague. Now, there 
are medical documents of respondent No.2 on 
record and she has not whispered anything 
by way of affidavit-in-reply. From those medi-
cal documents, it appears that she was rather 
referred for her gynecological problem which 
had showed that there is cyst in the ovaries, 
meaning thereby she was not pregnant at all 
and there could not have been then insistence 
for birth of son. In this connection respondent 
No.2 says that applicant Nos.2 and 3 abused her, 
assaulted her by saying that she has cheated 
them. Again no further details have been giv-
en as to on what count they felt that they have 
been cheated. When such omnibus allegations 
are made, it does not attract the ingredients of 
Section 498-A of IPC. Further, as regards the 
incident dated 27.06.2020 is concerned, as 
aforesaid, the evidence collected is silent on the 
point when respondent No.2 went to her paren-
tal home and if that incident had happened on 
that day, then why she had kept quiet for about 
two and half months to lodge the report. The 
documents have been produced on record in 

respect of her earlier marriage, the proceedings 
those have been filed by her etc. We do not want 
to go into those details. The fact remains is that 
there was divorce. She had filed complaints/ap-
plications against her earlier husband and his 
family members, that does not mean that she 
is in a habit of levelling such allegations and ex-
tracting money. That would be the submission 
that is required to be proved by any person who 
would make such allegations. However, when 
in this case, the allegations those have been 
made and the collection of evidence is not suffi-
cient even at this prima facie stage to attract the 
ingredients of offence punishable under Sec-
tion 498-A of IPC, further as regards offence 
under Section 323, 504, 506 read with Section 
34 of IPC is concerned, it is in fact already con-
ferred under Section 498-A of IPC and unless 
those other offences are shown which would 
amount to “cruelty”, offence under Section 498-
A of IPC cannot be made out and, therefore, it 
would be a futile exercise to ask the applicants 
to face the trial. With such allegations and the 
evidence, the application deserves to be allowed. 
Hence, the following order :-

 ORDER
I)     Application stands allowed.
II) The FIR bearing Crime No.341 of 2020 

registered with Bhagyanagar Police Station, 
Dist. Nanded for the offences punishable under 
Sections 498-A, 323, 504, 506 read with Section 
34 of IPC as well as the proceedings in R.C.C. 
No.850 of 2020 pending before the learned 
Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate, Nanded, 
stand quashed and set aside.

III) Fees of learned Advocate, who is appoint-
ed to represent the cause of respondent No.2, 
is quantified at Rs.5,000/- to be paid by High 
Court Legal Services Sub Committee, Aurang-
abad.”      

All told, the Bombay High Court has taken 
an exemplary stand in this brilliant judgment 
that it will not permit the open misuse of laws 
meant for protection of women as a potent 
weapon for harassing and extorting money 
from husband and his family members. The 
Court thus set aside the FIR and the proceed-
ings pending before the Additional Chief Judi-
cial Magistrate Nanded against the husband 
and his family members. It also thus merits 
no reiteration that the Bombay High Court has 
also made pretty clear in this learned judgment 
that married woman being asked to do house-
hold work does not mean that she is treated like 
maid servant. What it naturally implies is that 
she is too a responsible member of family who 
has to contribute her lot for the betterment of 
the entire family! So quite apparently the appli-
cant and his family members have rightly been 
granted the much needed relief by the Bombay 
High Court from being prosecuted and the FIR 
lodged has also been rightly quashed! No deny-
ing it!  

IN COURT

MARRIED WOMAN BEING ASKED TO DO HOUSEHOLD WORK DOES 
NOT MEAN SHE IS TREATED LIKE MAID SERVANT: BOMBAY HC

Union Minister of 
AY U S H ,  Po r t s , 
Shipping & Water-

ways, Sarbananda Sonowal 
today visited District Gan-
derbal in Kashmir under 
Union Government’s Pub-
lic Outreach programme. 
On the occasion the Min-
ister distributed financial 
assistance under various 
schemes including Higher 
Education Assistance by 
Labour department and 
Housing for All (Urban), 
an amount of Rs 12.35 lakh 
among the beneficiaries.  He 
also handed over sanction 
letter under PMEGP, hear-
ing aids, prosthetics and 
orthotics, wheel chairs, land 
passbooks, income certifi-
cates, Golden Cards, sports 
kits, sanction letters for con-
struction of Trout and Carp 
fish ponds at Mini Secre-
tariat Ganderbal among the 
beneficiaries.

The Minister visited stalls 
installed by various depart-

ments to showcase their 
products and schemes being 
offered in the lawn of Mini 
Secretariat Complex Gan-
derbal. Shri Sonowal took 
a round of the stalls along 
with DDC Vice-Chairper-
son, Bilal Ahmad, Deputy 
Commissioner Ganderbal, 
Shyambir, Director AYUSH, 
Dr. Mohan singh, SSP Gan-
derbal, Nikhil Borkar and 
other officers who keenly 
observed the local prod-
ucts and enquired about 
the schemes especially that 
offer livelihood opportuni-
ties to the locals. Earlier, 
the minister also launched 
e-Rickshaw service in the 
town from mini Secretariat 
Ganderbal.

Speaking to the media 
persons on the occasion, 
the Minister said that Union 
Government has given spe-
cial focus to the UT of J&K 
and under the ample guid-
ance of Prime Minister, Na-
rendra Modi the develop-
ment, peace and security 
are going at same pace in the 

UT adding that we are fortu-
nate to have such able Prime 
Minister under whose 
guideline, India is becoming 
Atmanirbhar. Later Minster 
visited Boys Higher Second-
ary School Manigam where 
he witnessed the Yoga ses-
sion and also visited DEMO 
herbal garden developed 
within the School premises.

The Minister also inaugu-
rated road from Khurhama 
to Chewa of lengh 3.20 km 
being constructed at the 

cost of Rs 222.90 lakh un-
der PMGSY and road to 
Kachnambal from NHW 
via Chinner of lengh 3.65 km 
constructed at the cost of Rs 
311.95 Under PMGSY phase 
III.

On the occasion the Min-
ster also visited the stalls in-
stalled by Directorate of AY-
USH in the lawn of BHSS 
Manigam which displayed 
various locally grown me-
dicinal plants to overcome 
the nutritional deficiencies 

besides catering therapeu-
tic uses. The Minister also 
distributed medicinal plants 
among the locals under AY-
USH National Mission.

On the occasion the locals 
demanded Health and Well-
ness centre in the area for 
which he assured them the 
demanded would be ful-
filled in a time bound man-
ner.

While interacting with the 
locals, the Minister said that 
Union government has tak-

en various steps to ensure 
peace, development and se-
curity in the J&K and in this 
regard various schemes are 
launched under the guid-
ance of Prime Minister. He 
sought cooperation of all to-
wards full filling the dream 
of Shri Narendra Modi for 
making India Self-reliant. 
Speaking on the occasion,  
Sonowal said , “ Kashmir is 
even more beautiful when 
it is peaceful, secured and 
on the path of rapid growth. 
Under the dynamic leader-
ship of PM Narendra Modi 
ji, the people in the entire 
region from Jammu to Kash-
mir to Ladakh has become 
important stakeholders in 
our quest to become an At-
manirbhar country by the 
end of the Amrit Kaal.  Due 
to the hard work and sin-
cere effort of Modi ji, the re-
gion has seen peaceful days 
where life is secure as peo-
ple join the effort to build a 
new India and bring pros-
perity & development in the 
region.

Sarbananda Sonowal visits 
Gabderbal in Kashmir as part of  
Public Outreach Programme

GOVERNANCE

 Inaugurates road projects; distributes financial assistance among beneficiaries
TDG NETWORK 

Major growth of textiles 
will come from Man-Made 
Fibre industry, said Piyush 
Goyal, Union Minister of 
Textiles, Consumer Affairs, 
Food & Public Distribution 
and Commerce & Indus-
try while interacting with 
industry representatives 
here today. The industry 
representatives included 
producers of PTA, MEG, 
Fibre, Yarn, Fabric and 
Garments.

The Minister called upon 
the industry represen-
tatives and said that we 
should aspire to reach a 
stage where the entire de-
mand is fulfilled by domes-
tic supply thus making the 
industry Atma Nirbhar. 
This will secure the raw 
material availability to 
lakhs of weavers involved 
in the polyester value 
chain, thereby leading to 
enhanced production of 
finished goods, enabling 
realization of the export 
targets.

He suggested that indus-
try should understand each 

other and work in synergy 
to amicably resolve the is-
sues among the producers 
and users of the polyester 
in the entire value chain.

The industry representa-
tives responded that they 
are very much hopeful of 
achieving the export of 100 
billion USD in the next 5 to 
6 years.

The industry representa-
tives said the expansion of 
production capacity of key 
raw materials for manu-
facturing of Polyester viz. 
Purified Terephthalic Acid 
(PTA) and Monoethylene 
Glycol (MEG) is essential 
for increased production 
of downstream industry.

It was informed that ad-
ditional capacities of PTA 
are being set up and lakhs 
of looms are also being in-
stalled by the downstream 
industry which is still frag-
mented.

INDUSTRY

MAJOR GROWTH OF 
TEXTILES WILL COME 
FROM MAN-MADE FIBRE 
INDUSTRY: GOYAL
TDG NETWORK 
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THREE PUNJABI 
MEN ARRESTED  
IN LARGE DRUG  
BUST IN TORONTO
OTTAWA: Three Pun-
jabi men were among 
six people who have 
been charged in the Peel 
municipality in Toronto, 
in connection with an 
international drug traf-
ficking enterprise, which 
led to the seizure of 
USD 25 million worth of 
illegal narcotics. Jaspreet 
Singh, 28, from Bramp-
ton; Ravinder Boparai, 
27, from Mississauga; 
Gurdeep Gakhal, 38, from 
Caledon, were among the 
six people arrested in the 
drug bust, according to 
the Peel Regional Pollice 
statement. Peel Regional 
Police said these people 
were involved in an intri-
cate international drug 
trafficking enterprise. 
The 11-month-long inves-
tigation resulted in the 
seizure of illegal narcot-
ics with a street value 
of over USD 25 million, 
including 182 kilograms 
of Methamphetamine, 
166 kilograms of Cocaine 
and 38 kilograms of Ket-
amine. “Guns, gangs and 
drugs are of the highest 
priority for our service. 
With funding from the 
Criminal Intelligence Ser-
vice Ontario (C.I.S.O) and 
collaborations with the 
enforcement community, 
our investigators have 
made a significant impact 
to organized crime in 
our Region,” said Peel 
Regional Police Chief, 
Nishan Duraiappah.

ARMED ATTACK 
ON SHIITE HOLY 
SHRINE IN IRAN  
CLAIMS 15 LIVES
SHIRAZ: An armed attack 
on the Shah Cheragh 
shrine in the Iranian city 
of Shiraz left 15 people 
dead on Wednesday and 
injured 40. The gun attack 
happened on worship-
ers at a Shia pilgrimage 
site in Shiraz city, leaving 
40 people wounded. ISIL 
(ISIS) took responsibil-
ity for the brutal attack 
in a statement on their 
telegram channel. The 
attackers targeted the 
Shah Cheragh shrine 
in Shiraz at around 5:45 
p.m. Iran’s President, 
Ebrahim Raisi, vowed to 
respond to the attack and 
stated that it would not go 
unanswered.

INFANT AMONG 
THREE KILLED IN 
ROOF COLLAPSE  
IN KARACHI
KARACHI: At least three 
persons were killed, 
including two women 
and an infant, in a roof 
collapse incident in 
Karachi on Wednesday, 
ARY News reported. 
The incident took place 
in the Ranchore Line 
Usmanabad in the 
vicinity of Kalakot police 
station, resulting in the 
death of a newborn child 
whereas a man sustained 
injuries. According to 
ARY News, the deceased 
persons were identified 
as 45-year-old Zubaida, 
23-year-old Afshan and 
10-day-old Rubab while 
25-year-old Abdul Qadir 
was wounded. However, 
the local officials said that 
investigation is underway 
and teams are still busy 
looking for survivors in 
the incident area.

Newly elected UK 
Prime Minister, 
Rishi  Sunak on 

Wednesday night attended 
a Diwali reception at 10, 
Downing Street and pledged 
to provide Britain with a 
hopeful future.

Sharing his picture of cel-
ebrating the festival of lights 
at his residence, he extended 
his wishes to everyone and 
said he will do all that it takes 
to build a Britain where the 
future generation can light 
their ‘Diyas’ and look into 
the future with hope. In a 
tweet, Rishi Sunak wrote, 
“Brilliant to drop into to-
night’s Diwali reception in 
No10. I will do everything 
I can in this job to build a 
Britain where our children 
and our grandchildren can 
light their Diyas and look to 

the future with hope. Happy 
#Diwali everyone!”

After winning a Tory lead-
ership contest, Rishi Sunak 
became the third UK PM 
in seven weeks after Truss 
stepped down due to politi-

cal turmoil in the country.
Following Sunak’s rise to 

power, the event prompted 
a sense of pride among Indi-
ans. Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi also offered 
him “special” Diwali wishes 

as the “living bridge” of UK 
Indians. Sunak, whose par-
ents came to the UK from 
East Africa in the 1960s, is 
of Indian descent. His father 
was a local doctor while his 
mother ran a pharmacy in 

southern England, some-
thing Sunak says gave him 
his desire to serve the public.

Sunak’s election marked 
the pinnacle of what has 
been a speedy rise to power. 
He was first elected as an MP 
in 2015 and spent two years 
on the back benches before 
becoming a junior minister 
in Theresa May’s govern-
ment. Johnson gave Sunak 
his first major government 
role, appointing him as chief 
secretary to the Treasury in 
2019 and promoting him to 
the chancellor in 2020.

Rishi Sunak was the first 
person who “predicted” 
financial problems under 
Truss and also clashed with 
the former PM during the 
previous leadership race, 
claiming her plan to borrow 
money during an inflation 
crisis was a “fairytale” that 
would plunge the economy 
into chaos.

DIWALI RECEPTION

SUNAK PLEDGES TO PROVIDE BRITAIN 
WITH A ‘FUTURE WITH HOPE’

Chinese Communist Party 
leader Xi Jinping’s historic 
third term as China’s Presi-
dent will likely see more 
hardline policies out of Bei-
jing on the economy, foreign 
relations and human rights, 
analysts told Washington-
based Radio Free Asia (RFA).

On Sunday, Communist 
Party Xi Jinping presented 
the Party’s new central lead-
ership at the Great Hall of the 
People in Beijing, where he 
secured a historic third term 
as the country’s top leader. 
Top aides of Xi were promot-
ed in Communist Party of 
China’s Politburo Standing 
Committee but no woman 
could find a place in the top 
leadership position for the 
first time in years, accord-
ing to the newly released list 
by state media. Through the 
20th National Congress, the 
CCP has demonstrated that 
Chairman Xi Jinping is the 
nucleus of power in China 
and that none can dare stand 
against him. Xi had packed 
the Politburo Standing Com-

mittee with his close allies 
showing that he can now 
act as he pleases, according 
to Germany-based ethnic 
Mongolian rights activist Xi 
Haiming.

“This is the last madness,” 
Xi Haiming told a recent 
political forum in Taiwan. 
He said, “Xi has emerged, 
naked, as Emperor Xi, as a 
dictator.”

“Too many people in China 
are lining up to be his eu-
nuchs, kowtowing to him, 
waiting for the emperor to 
ascend to the throne,” he was 
quoted as saying by RFA.

China is now firmly back 
in the Mao era, according 
to a Chinese journalist, who 
refused to be identified due 
to fear of reprisals.

“This 20th National Con-
gress is the beginning of the 
Mao era,” Geng said. “People 
used to say it was the 9th Na-
tional Congress of the Chi-
nese Communist Party that 
was bad, because it hailed 
Mao Zedong as the red sun.”

According to analyst Wen 
Zhigang, the old system of 
“collective leadership” is well 
and truly dead.

ANALYSTS SEE MORE 
HARDLINE POLICIES AFTER 
XI SECURES THIRD TERM

RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR

Zelenskyy accuses 
Russia of using 
400 Iranian drones 
against civilians

Amid the escalation of war 
between Moscow and Kyiv, 
Ukraine President Volody-
myr Zelensky on Wednes-
day said that Russia has used 
nearly 400 Iranian drones 
against the civilian popula-
tion of Ukraine, according to 
Ukrainian media publication 
The Kyiv Independent.

He referred to the claim 
from a Ukrainian media 
publication, The Kyiv Inde-
pendent. The Ukrainian Pres-
ident claimed that about 400 
Iranian-made Shahed-136 ka-
mikaze drones were used in 
multiple explosions that took 
place in Kyiv and targeted the 
country’s civilian population. 
“Russia has used about 400 
Iranian-made Shahed-136 
kamikaze drones against 
Ukraine’s civilian popula-
tion,” Zelenskyy said.

On 17 October, Russia 
initiated a brutal attack on 
Ukraine with 43 drones. 

Later, Moscow’s forces used 
28 drones to attack Kyiv that 
day, killing five people, The 
Kyiv Independent reported. 

As ties continue to deepen 
between Tehran and Moscow, 
Iran has denied supplying 
weapons to Russia. The ac-
tion has received widespread 
condemnation from across 
the globe. Ukraine’s capi-
tal city, Kyiv, was rocked by 
multiple explosions earlier 
on 17 October  by “Kamikaze” 
drones, and several residen-
tial buildings were damaged 
during the attack, following 
which Kyiv claimed Mos-
cow used Iranian-supplied 
drones in the strikes against 
major Ukrainian cities in re-
cent weeks and pleaded with 
Western countries to step up 
their assistance in the face of 
the new challenge. The war 
between Russia and Ukraine 
escalated after a truck explod-
ed on the Crimea road bridge, 
causing seven fuel tanks of a 
train heading to the Crimean 
Peninsula to catch fire. 

SHOT DEAD IN KENYA

PAKISTAN’S SPY CHIEF 
HOLDS RARE PRESSER ON 
JOURNALIST’S KILLING

Pakistan spy chief Nadeem Anjum and Director General 
(DG) of Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), Major Gen-
eral Babar Iftikhar on Thursday held an unprecedented joint 
press conference over the mystery surrounding the killing of 
senior Pakistan journalist Arshad Sharif.

Arshad Sharif, who was living in hiding after allegedly re-
ceiving death threats for his critical reporting, was shot dead 
by law enforcement in Kenya on October 24. Arshad, who 
worked for numerous media outlets, was an outspoken critic 
of Pakistan’s government. “Since Arshad was an investigative 
journalist, he also looked into the cypher issue when it sur-
faced,” DG ISPR was quoted as saying by Geo News. “Facts 
linked with the cypher and Arshad Sharif’s death need to be 
found. So there is no ambiguity left in this regard,” he added.

Arshad Sharif was gunned down in Kenya allegedly by the 
local police on Sunday night, though the police later in a state-
ment expressed regret on what they called an “unfortunate 
incident.” Kenyan media had initially quoted the local police 
as saying that Arshad Sharif was shot dead by the police in 
an incident of “mistaken identity.”

Pak media reports say the frequent change in statements 
by the police in Kenya has created doubts in the minds of 
people back home. Former Pakistan prime minister chief 
Imran Khan alleged that Arshad was a “targeted killing” for 
exposing the two key political families of Sharif and Zardari. 
Paying tribute, former prime minister Imran Khan claimed 
that Arshad Sharif was killed in a “targeted attack”.

UNDER TALIBAN RULE

AFGHANS’ LIVES HAVE BECOME 
UNBEARABLY HARD DUE TO 
RISE IN POVERTY, SAYS WFP
Taliban rule in Afghanistan 
has escalated levels of pover-
ty and unemployment in the 
war-ravaged country, result-
ing in the lives of Afghans be-
coming “unbearably hard,” 
the World Food Programme 
(WFP) said in a statement.

Highlighting the country’s 
food insecurity, the World 
Food Programme tweeted on 
Wednesday and stated that 
the majority of the popula-
tion is in dire need of human-
itarian assistance, Khaama 
Press reported. “Over half 
of the population of Afghani-
stan is suffering from hunger 
and immediately needs as-
sistance,” WFP said, adding 
that it has supported over 
10 million women through 
livelihood support and capi-
tal creation. Furthermore, 

according to UN reports, 
Afghanistan’s poverty rate 
has risen to 97 percent, and 
nine out of ten people cannot 
afford enough food, accord-
ing to Khaama Press.

The WFP estimated that 
nearly 19 million Afghans 
faced food insecurity on 
World Food Day, which was 
observed on 16 October. 
Amid the Ukraine war, the 
WFP has called for USD 1.1 
billion to continue delivering 
monthly food and nutritional 
assistance for the next six 
months to 15 million acutely 
food-insecure people in Af-
ghanistan. The WFP and the 
United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humani-
tarian Affairs (UNOCHA) 
in Afghanistan condemned 
the ongoing economic crisis 
in the country as people in 
the country are on the brink 
of starvation and facing pov-

erty. In a tweet, UNOCHA 
in Afghanistan wrote, “19 M 
people are facing food inse-
curity. 25 M people are living 
in poverty. 5.8 M people are 
in protracted internal dis-
placement. Thousands of 
houses have been damaged 
by floods and earthquakes,” 
expressing concerns about 
the plight of Afghans. “To 
survive the winter, they re-
quire food, nutrition support, 
warm clothing and a roof 
over their heads,” tweeted 
UNOCHA.

Meanwhile, the WFP has 
also raised concerns about 
the economic crisis in Af-
ghanistan. “The economic 
crisis wiped out jobs, sala-
ries & livelihoods across 
Afghanistan. Helping fami-
lies & communities support 
themselves is more impor-
tant than ever,” wrote WFP 
on Twitter.
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UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak lights diyas outside 10, Downing Street as part of Diwali celebrations.
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WAR ESCALATION

Stop sending weapons 
to Russia to kill 
Ukrainians: US to Iran
 

The US on Wednesday 
called out to Iran to stop 
sending weapons to Russia 
to kill Ukrainians as the war 
between Kyiv and Moscow 
escalated in the past few 
weeks and added that deep-
ening ties between Russia 
and Iran are moving beyond 
weapons.

“We’re concerned Mos-
cow may be advising Iran 
to manage protests (Mahsa 
Amini protests) as Russia 
has extensive experience 
in suppressing open dem-
onstrations. Our message 
to Iran is clear: Stop killing 
people, stop sending weap-
ons to Russia to kill Ukrai-
nians,” said White House 
press secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre in a press briefing. 
As protests in Iran continue 
and are only becoming vio-
lent with every passing day, 
the White House secretary 
said the administration is 
highly concerned that Rus-
sia may be advising Tehran 

on best practices to manage 
women-led and anti-gov-
ernment protests, The Hill 
reported.

“The administration is 
concerned that Moscow 
may be advising Tehran 
on best practices to man-
age protests,” Karine Jean-
Pierre said while referring to 
Iran’s deadly crackdowns on 
women-led demonstrations.

Furthermore, the US also 
refuted claims of denials by 
Russia that Iran is supply-
ing weaponized drones in 
its aggression on Ukraine, 
reported The Hill.

“The evidence that Iran is 
helping Russia wage its war 
against Ukraine is clear and 
it is public and Iran and Rus-
sia are growing closer the 
more isolated they become,” 
Jean-Pierre said.

“Our message to Iran is 
very, very clear, stop killing 
your people and stop sell-
ing weapons to Russia to kill 
Ukrainians,” she added.

After the death of 22-year-
old Mahsa Amini under 
police custody, there have 

been widespread rallies 
and strikes throughout the 
Kurdish region of Iran. Pub-
lic expressions of anger at 
Amini’s death and Iran’s de-
cades-old mandatory public 
headscarf policy for women 
quickly evolved into Iranian 
protesters calling for more 
freedoms and the death of 
Iran’s Islamist rulers.

Meanwhile, on October 
17 earlier, the United States 
strongly condemned early 
morning drone strikes on 
Kyiv as it rebuked Russia 
for “reprehensible” attacks 
against civilians and civilian 
infrastructure in Ukraine.

Ukraine’s capital city Kyiv 
was rocked by multiple ex-
plosions in the attack by 
“Kamikaze” drones and 
several residential buildings 
were damaged during the 
attack. Kyiv claimed Mos-
cow used Iranian-supplied 
drones in the strikes against 
major Ukrainian cities in re-
cent weeks and pleaded with 
Western countries to step up 
their assistance in the face of 
the new challenge.
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‘COMPROMISE DEAL’

Germany nod to reduced Chinese 
investment in Hamburg port

The government ministries 
of both China and Germany 
have reached a deal on a 
compromise to allow Chi-
nese shipping group COS-
CO to take a smaller stake in 
the controversial Hamburg 
port deal than previously 
decided, as Beijing’s politi-
cal tactics have been widely 
seen as a national security 
risk by countries, US-based 
publication Politico report-
ed.

The deal has reportedly 
allowed a Chinese firm to 
take a stake in one of the 
terminals of the Hamburg 
port. The decision comes 
after several media reports 
revealed that German lead-
er Olaf Scholz’s chancel-
lery tried to push the deal 
through despite concerns 
from multiple ministries.

After the final approval of 
the deal, it will allow Chi-

nese company Cosco to buy 
only 24.9% instead of 35% of 
the shipping company that 
runs the terminal, Politico 
reported. 

Russia’s  invasion of 
Ukraine has made the is-
sue politically sensitive as 
China’s quest to emerge as 
a global superpower has 
sparked security concerns 
amongst western nations.

Hans-Jorg Heims, the 

spokesperson for HHLA, 
said that his company was 
“engaged in constructive 
talks with the German gov-
ernment.” 

The possibility of lower-
ing Cosco’s shares had been 
discussed, Heims said. 
“We could envisage this, 
but that’s also up to CSPL 
[Cosco shipping],” he said, 
adding that he expects a fi-
nal compromise to be found 

before a legal deadline for 
reviewing the investment 
runs out on 31 October , ac-
cording to Politico. 

Notably, the Chinese firm 
Cosco already has stakes in 
Europe’s two largest ports, 
at Rotterdam and Antwerp. 

It also controls the port 
of Piraeus in Athens and is 
ready to initiate its plans to 
expand an inland rail termi-
nal at Duisburg.
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SECURITY OF CITIZENS

AFGHANISTAN BECOMES WORLD’S 
‘LEAST SECURE’ COUNTRY: REPORT

Amid unabated hu-
man rights viola-
tions in Taliban-

ruled Afghanistan, the 
war-torn country has been 
ranked as the “least secure” 
country in the world, lo-
cal media reported, citing a 
report by Gallup’s Law and 
Order Index.

The survey evaluated 
around 120 countries based 
on the safety and security of 
their citizens. This report 
comes after Afghanistan 

retained its position in the 
Global Peace Index for five 
years as the world’s “least 
peaceful” country, Khaama 
Press reported. Afghani-
stan emerged with a score 
of 51 as the survey was 
conducted on the basis of 
how safe people feel in their 
communities or whether 
they have been prone to 
theft or assault in the previ-
ous year. 

Despite the low score in 
2021, Afghanistan’s score 
was an improvement over 
its previous result in 2019, 
which was 43 according to 

Gallup’s survey. The sur-
veys were conducted by 
Gallup in Afghanistan in 
2021, when the US with-
drew its troops.

According to Khaama 
Press, Singapore was rated 
as the most secure, with a 
score of 96 in the survey 
report. According to Gal-
lup’s index, Afghanistan is 
the country in which peo-
ple are “least likely” to feel 
safe while walking at night 
alone since the Taliban 
seized power in Afghani-
stan.  Since the Taliban 
seized power in Kabul last 

year, the human rights situ-
ation has been exacerbated 
by a nationwide economic, 
financial, and humanitar-
ian crisis of unprecedented 
scale. Acts of terror, killings, 
blasts, and attacks have be-
come a regular affair, with 
unabated human rights vio-
lations involving the cease-
less murder of civilians, 
destroying mosques and 
temples, assaulting women, 
and fuelling terror in the 
region. The Taliban has dis-
mantled the system to re-
spond to gender-based vio-
lence, created new barriers 

to women accessing health 
care, blocked women’s aid 
workers from doing their 
jobs, and attacked women’s 
rights protesters. 

With the US troops’ with-
drawal from the country, 
large-scale violence has 
been unleashed, creating 
political uncertainty in dif-
ferent parts of the country. 
At least 59 per cent of the 
population is now in need of 
humanitarian assistance—
an increase of 6 million 
people compared with the 
beginning of 2021, accord-
ing to UNAMA.
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CRISIS-HIT COUNTRY

Experts draw lessons 
learned from Lanka’s 
economic crisis
 

Sri Lankan President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa resigned in 
July this year, as his country 
faced economic ruin and civil 
unrest. Protestors demanded 
that the interim government 
probe allegations of corrup-
tion against Rajapaksa and his 
family, who have dominated 
Sri Lankan politics for much 
of the past two decades.

To analyse what lies behind 
the Rajapaksas’ fall from grace 
and Sri Lanka’s economic 
collapse, and discuss what 
lessons other South Asian 
nations facing challenges 
might learn from the country’s 
predicament, London-based 
NGO The Democracy Forum 
invited a panel of experts to 
address the central theme: 
‘Sri Lanka: Lessons for South 
Asia’. In his opening com-
ments, TDF President Lord 
Bruce spoke of the plight of Sri 
Lanka, a country traumatised 
by its political shortcomings, 
exacerbated by a combined 
balance of payments and 
sovereign debt crisis, which 
betrays many of the systemic 
problems that continue to 
beset countries throughout 
South Asia.

The Sri Lankan govern-
ment’s reckless pursuit of un-
sustainable foreign borrowing 
has propelled the country into 
the midst of a proxy tug-of-
war between China and India, 
he said, and although Beijing 
has long courted the Rajapak-
sa family with loans for huge 

infrastructure projects, it has 
been slow to respond to Co-
lombo’s evolving crisis.

In contrast, the Indian 
government earlier this year 
offered a package of credit, 
loans and humanitarian as-
sistance worth USD 3.8bn. 
The outcome of this rivalry is 
far from clear, but the machi-
nations reflect the shifting 
sands of allegiance in South 
Asia, concluded Lord Bruce, 
with Beijing still wielding the 
most significant clout in the 
region. Focusing on deep-
rooted, long-term economic 
vulnerabilities that led to sov-
ereign default in Sri Lanka - 
the first time in the country’s 
history - Umesh Moramudali, 
a Lecturer at the University of 
Colombo and Researcher on 
Public Debt & Development, 
pondered why Sri Lanka had 
come to this.

While some observers be-
lieve China, the Russian war 
and Covid are key external 
culprits in Sri Lanka’s eco-
nomic decline, Moramudali 

also highlighted domestic 
causes such as falling tax 
revenues and a much reduced 
exports-to-GDP ratio as con-
tributing vulnerabilities to a 
vulnerable economy.

On Sri Lanka’s path to 
becoming a middle-income 
country, he argued, it had 
failed to fix the structural 
weakness of its economy, 
and core political weaknesses. 
Heavy borrowing from China 
for infrastructure projects, as 
well as increasing domestic 
and external debt, had also 
left their mark.

Dr Neil DeVotta, Professor 
of Politics and International 
Affairs at Wake Forest Univer-
sity, discussed the proximate 
causes of the crisis facing Sri 
Lanka, juxtaposing that with 
mal-governance over the de-
cades and linking the island’s 
current problems with its eth-
nocentric trajectory. The hard-
ship that Sri Lanka continues 
to face is almost invisible, he 
said, as the protest movement 
is now less vigorous.
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File photo of protesters demanding the resignation of President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa inside the compound of the Presidential 
Palace in Colombo on 9 July 2022.

‘SINK IN’

Musk strolls into Twitter 
HQ ahead of deal closing
Ahead of his USD 44 bil-
lion Twitter acquisition 
deal, Elon Musk visited the 
headquarters of Twitter in 
San Francisco, and walked 
the halls of the office car-
rying the bowl of a sink on 
Wednesday.

Musk tweeted a video of 
him and described his visit 
as an experience that he 
was trying to “sink in” as the 
Tesla CEO has until the end 
of the week to either close 
the Twitter deal or face a 
trial, CNN reported. Tak-
ing to Twitter, Musk wrote, 
“Entering Twitter HQ - let 
that sink in!” The video was 
tweeted by the billionaire 
shortly after the Chief Mar-
keting Officer of Twitter, 
Leslie Berland told staff in 
an email Wednesday that 
Elon Musk has planned to 
visit Twitter’s San Francisco 
office this week ahead of the 
expected close of his deal to 
buy the company. Report-
edly, the deal closing would 
put an end to a months-long 
battle over the acquisition 
deal which the Tesla CEO 
previously decided to exit 
but agreed to move forward 
with earlier this month on 
the originally agreed-upon 
terms, according to CNN.

Meanwhile, on Monday, 
Elon Musk also changed his 
Twitter bio to “Chief Twit.” 
He has also discussed on 
several occasions reducing 
Twitter’s workforce in text 
messages with friends about 
the deal which were eventu-
ally revealed in court filings.

In July, in a surprising turn 
of events, Elon Musk who 
had long been showing his 
interest to buy Twitter ter-
minated the deal. The Tesla 
CEO did so by alleging that 
Twitter violated their mu-
tual purchase agreement by 
misrepresenting the num-

ber of spam and fake bot ac-
counts on its platform.

After Musk put out the deal 
termination announcement, 
the market saw a sharp de-
cline. Later, Twitter sued 
Musk accusing him of us-
ing bots as a pretext to exit 
a deal. Again, last week, 
Musk confirmed that he 
will move forward with the 
Twitter buyout at the origi-
nally agreed price of USD 
54.20 per share. However, 
the Twitter deal legal pro-
ceedings had been put on 
hold by a judge overseeing 
the dispute until 28 October.
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Elon Musk carrying the bowl of a sink at the Twitter headquarters 
in San Francisco.

ENERGY OUTLOOK 2022

GLOBAL EMISSIONS 
WILL PEAK IN 2025, 
SAYS ENERGY AGENCY

The International Energy 
Agency (IEA) on Thursday 
released its World Energy 
Outlook 2022 report, which 
stated that global emissions 
will peak in 2025.

Based on the latest energy 
data and market develop-
ments, this year’s WEO ex-
plores key questions about 
the crisis, including setbacks 
for clean energy transitions, 
government responses on 
energy markets and pos-
sible risks ahead on the path 
to net zero emissions. “In 
the Announced Pledges 
Scenario (APS), the com-
mitments in the Nation-
ally Determined Contri-
butions (NDCs) bring 
about a faster reduction 
in emissions: global emis-
sions peak before 2025 
and fall to 31.5 Gt CO2 in 
2030, which is around 
15per cent lower than in 
the STEPS,” the report 
said. IEA energy outlook 
report’s scenario is based 
on prevailing policy set-
tings that see a definitive 
peak in global demand 
for fossil fuels.

“Coal demand peaks in 
the next few years, natu-

ral gas demand reaches a pla-
teau by the end of the decade, 
and oil demand reaches a 
high point in the mid-2030s 
before falling slightly. From 
80% today—a level that has 
been constant for decades— 
the share of fossil fuels in the 
global energy mix falls to less 
than 75%by 2030 and to just 
above 60 per cent by mid-
century,” the report said. 
The World Energy Outlook 
report states that the global 
energy crisis sparked by the 
Ukraine conflict is having 
far-reaching implications 
for entire economies.
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CAMPAIGN FOR TIBET

Tibetans feel like ‘second class’ 
citizens as China denies rights

Violation of basic rights 
of humans in Tibet and 
their exploitations in their 
own country has been on 
a surge for years by the 
Chinese government with 
the recent one being dis-
crimination against the 
Tibetans in employment 
and housing, making the 
locals feel ‘second-class’ in 
their own land. Tibetans 
are not even offered basic 
unskilled work in any sec-
tor and in some instances 
are offered a wage signifi-
cantly lower than their Han 
counterparts, according to 
a report of the International 
Campaign for Tibet. Unlike 
ethnic Chinese, Tibetans 
are regularly denied pass-
ports and the right to travel 
abroad, according to Tibet-
rights Collective. Moreover, 
repressive policies continue 
to remain a part of Chinese 
rule in Tibet as Tibetans are 
denied freedom of religion 
and over 6000 monasteries 
have been destroyed from 

the year 1951 and 1960. Ac-
cording to several reports, 
the Chinese government 
have taken female prison-
ers for ‘’health checkups” 
where they get abused and 
have been given an op-
eration with no proper hy-
giene, sterilising countless 
Tibetan females without 
their consent.

Earlier on October 8, a 
Chinese woman named 
Liu posted a racist video on 
WeChat, where she talked 
about wiping out Tibetans 
from Lhasa and called for 
the Chinese to take over 
it. In order to legitimize its 
claim over Tibet, “Serfs’ 
Emancipation Day” is cel-
ebrated annually by CCP 
on March 28 in the Tibet 
Autonomous Region and 
it is celebrated to basically 
counter the March 10 Ti-
betan Uprising Day, which 
commemorates the 1959 
Tibetan peaceful uprising 
against Communist China’s 
repression, Tibetrights Col-
lective reported.

The situation in Tibet is 
frightening. The world is 

being shown a country like 
China handling the out-
break in a harmonious way, 
but the reality apparently is 
far from that. The measures 
being taken are too severe 
and not in the public’s in-
terest. China was the centre 
of the Covid-19 outbreak in 
the world, the whole suf-
fered millions of deaths in 
the past 2 years. But when 
entire China and many 
parts of the world were 
reeling under the corona-
virus crisis, Tibet remained 
untouched except for one 
case at the beginning of the 
pandemic. Tibet did not see 
a COVID-19 case for over 
900 days. While most of the 
world is free from corona-
virus infections, many Chi-
nese provinces are suffering 
from the viral disease. Now, 
Tibet has also come under 
its grip, for which people 
are blaming Chinese agen-
cies, reported Tibet Press.

Tibetans blame they did 
not get proper medical care 
or sanitation services from 
the Chinese authorities de-
spite rising Covid-19 cases. 

Tibetans also complained 
of overbearing treatment 
by government officials, 
who are forcing people to go 
into mandatory quarantine 
without verifying if they are 
Covid-10 positive or not.

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping enforced similar 
stringent conditions in Ti-
bet as they were in other 
parts of China earlier un-
der the ‘Zero Covid’ policy. 
Tibetans are taken to quar-
antine facilities or forced 
to stay inside their homes. 
This has caused them to 
lose their jobs and source 
of livelihood, besides men-
tal harassment. Amid this, 
China’s censorship of news 
and social media posts from 
Tibet has further raised 
concerns about the safety 
of Tibetans. Several vid-
eos of China’s repression 
of Tibet have circulated on 
social media showing Ti-
betans talking about poor 
quarantine facilities with 
harsh quarantine rules and 
crowded testing sites with 
no social distancing rules 
followed.
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Soldiers march 
during a 

programme to 
mark the 76th 
anniversary of 

Infantry Day 
commemorating 

the arrival of 
Indian Army 

on October 27, 
1947 at Budgam 

airfield on 
Thursday. ANI

INFANTRY DAY

#INDvsNED

INDIa clINchEs 56-ruN wIN ovEr 
NEthErlaNDs, NEtIzENs ExprEss joy
A superb performance by Indian bowlers coupled with 
half-centuries by a trio of Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli and 
Suryakumar Yadav helped the all-round Men in Blue 
clinch a 56-run win over the Netherlands in their Group 
2, Super 12 match of ongoing ICC T20 World Cup at 
Sydney Cricket Ground on Thursday.

With this win, India is at the 
top spot in the points table 
with four points in two wins 
in two matches. The Neth-
erlands is at the bottom and 
has yet to score a point after 
two losses.

After the win, netizens took 
to Twitter to express their 
excitement and joy. 

Virendra Sehwag tweeted, 
“Surya and Kohli while bat-
ting together. Joy to watch. 
Great effort from the bowlers and a very comprehensive 
win for.”

VVS Laxman tweeted, “Onwards and Upwards. A 
clinical win for Team India in Sydney. Virat , Rohit and 
Surya scoring half centuries and all the bowlers sharing 
wickets. Well done.”

Amit Mishra tweeted, “A powerful display of batting by 
Rohit, Kohli and the superstar Surya.”

Some netizens even took to Twitter to share memes. 
Have a look at one such meme: 

I will do 
everything I can in 
this job to build a 
Britain where our 
children and our 
grandchildren 
can light their 
Diyas and look to 
the future with 
hope.

— Rishi sunak

BRAIN-PICKING

Newly elected UK Prime Minister, pledging to provide Britain 
with a hopeful future.
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REVELATION 

India’s creator economy 
is booming and local 
creators on YouTube are 

annually contributing an 
estimated Rs 6,800 crore 
to the country’s GDP and, 
in the process, generating 7 
lakh jobs.

Neal Mohan, Chief Product 
Officer, YouTube and SVP of 
Google, participating virtu-
ally in CyFy 2022, a confer-
ence on Technology, Innova-
tion, and Society, said, “The 
creator economy in India is 
truly flourishing, generat-
ing about Rs 6800 crore and 
creating 7 lakh jobs.”

The event was organised 
by the Observer Research 
Foundation (ORF).

YouTube, he said, will not 
only allow creators to build 
an audience but also create 
economic opportunities for 
them to build a business.

All kinds of businesses 
are thriving on YouTube, 
especially small businesses, 
as the platform is an adver-
tisement-driven media plat-
form.

“We have all major Indian 
languages represented on 
our platform in terms of 
creative success, as well as 
gender diversity. We have 
tools that help ensure that 
the platform remains a safe 
and inclusive space for both 
content creators and users,” 
the YouTube Chief Product 

Officer said.
Mohan said that YouTube 

is a place where content 
creators throughout India 
always come first.

“It is our priority to make 
it inclusive and diverse. The 
creator economy impacts 
tens of million people in 
India and so it is natural for 
governments to care about 
what happens on these plat-
forms,” YouTube’s Chief 
Product Officer said.

He said that the onus lies 

on key stakeholders, gov-
ernments and YouTube to 
ensure that the platform is 
not used to spread misinfor-
mation.

“YouTube is a place where 
people come to share opin-
ions and perspectives in 
terms of policy outcomes—
our approach towards elec-
tion integrity, preventing 
misinformation, and vio-
lence is clear,” Mohan said.

He emphasised that You-
Tube enables diverse and 

overlooked communities.
“We have a set of global 

community guidelines that 
make it clear that misinfor-
mation and hate are not al-
lowed on the platform,” he 
said.

INDIAN ‘CREATORs’ CONTRIBuTING 
Rs 6,800 CRORE TO COuNTRY’s GDP

Bhuvam Bam

Carry Minati Technical Guruji

MINICOY ThuNDI AND KADMAT BEACh ARE 
NOw BLuE BEAChEs

RECOGNITION 

In yet another recognition 
of India’s commitment to 
protect and conserve the 
pristine coastal and marine 
ecosystems through holistic 
management of the resourc-
es, the globally recognised 
and coveted international 
eco-label “Blue Flag” has 
been accorded to two new 
beaches-Minicoy Thundi 
Beach and Kadmat Beach, 
both in Lakshadweep. This 
takes the number of beaches 
certified under the Blue Flag 
certification to 12.

Announcing this proud 
moment in a Twitter mes-
sage, Minister for Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate 
Change, Shri Bhupender 
Yadav expressed happiness 
and congratulated everyone, 
stating that it is a part of In-
dia’s relentless journey to-
wards building a sustainable 
environment led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi congratulated the 
people of Lakshadweep af-
ter Minicoy, Thundi Beach, 
and Kadmat Beach made 

it to the coveted list of Blue 
Beaches, an eco-label given 
to the cleanest beaches in 
the world.

He highlighted India’s 
remarkable coastline and 
lauded the passion among 
Indians for further coastal 
cleanliness.

The Prime Minister tweet-
ed, “This is great! Congratu-
lations, particularly to the 
people of Lakshadweep, for 
this feat. India’s coastline is 
remarkable, and there is also 
a great amount of passion 
among our people to further 
coastal cleanliness. “

The Thundi Beach is one 
of the most pristine and 
picturesque beaches in the 
Lakshadweep archipelago 
where white sand is lined by 
the turquoise-blue water of 
the lagoon. It is a paradise for 
swimmers and tourists alike. 
The Kadmat Beach is espe-
cially popular with cruise 
tourists who visit the island 
for water sports. It is a para-
dise for nature lovers with its 
pearl white sand, blue lagoon 
waters, its moderate climate 
and friendly locals. Both the 
beaches have designated 
staff for beach cleanliness 

and maintenance; and for 
safety and security of swim-
mers. Both the beaches com-
ply with all the 33 criteria as 
mandated by the Foundation 
for Environment Education 
(FEE).

The other Indian beaches 
in the blue list are Shivraj-
pur-Gujarat, Ghoghla-Diu, 
Kasarkod and Padubidri-
Karnataka, Kappad-Ker-
ala, Rushikonda- Andhra 
Pradesh, Golden-Odisha, 
Radhanagar- Andaman and 
Nicobar, Kovalam in Tamil 
Nadu and Eden in Puduch-
erry beaches.

Foundation for Environ-
ment Education in Den-
mark (FEE) accords the 
globally recognized eco-la-
bel - Blue Flag certification. 
In order to qualify for this 
prestigious award, a series 
of stringent environmental, 
educational, safety-related 
and access-related criteria 
must be met and maintained. 
The mission of Blue Flag is 
to promote sustainability in 
the tourism sector, through 
environmental education, 
environmental protection 
and other sustainable devel-
opment practices. 
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Meet 7-year-old artist 
who has made a name 
for himself in mosaic art

TALENT 

The youth in the valley are 
honing their skills in art, 
literature, education, tech-
nology, health, and art. Un-
doubtedly, young people are 
filled with immense talent. 
Among them is Muhammad 
Ashar Chasti, who made a 
name for himself in mosaic 
art across the country.

Seven-year-old Muham-
mad Ashar Chasti belongs to 
the Khanyar area of the Sri-
nagar district. Ashar recently 
bagged the gold medal in the 
10th National Cube Cham-
pionship held at R CITY 
Mall, Ghatkopar, Mumbai. 
Ashar was honoured by the 
Indian Cube Association as 

the youngest mosaic artist to 
successfully create and as-
semble a mosaic using ICS’s 
two-sided 3x3x3 cubes.

Not only this, but Ashar 
has also participated in sev-
eral cube competitions in 
the Kashmir Valley, where 
he was encouraged.

Ashar’s mother, Dr Rinki 
Azhar Chisti, said that she 
could not believe that her 
son was endowed with such 
immense potential at such a 
young age.

“At first when he started 
asking for ruby cubes, we 
refused because we knew 
his talent was hidden in that 
art.” Now Ashar’s parents 
are determined to take this 
art forward.

TDG NeTwork
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ENVIRONMENT 

6 LAKh TONNEs OF CO2 CAN BE 
sAVED EVERY YEAR, hERE’s hOw 

The Danes transport almost a million tonnes of yard 
garbage from their gardens each year. According to the 
estimates of University of Copenhagen professor Per 
Gundersen, if we just left the environment alone, we 
would be doing a wonderful service. At the same time, 
leaves and other garden trash are good for the soil and 
biodiversity in the garden.

The sound of a leaf blower blasting leaves into piles or 
the sight of a queue of garden waste-packed trailers at 
the recycling centre is all too common as trees drop their 
golden brown and yellow robes in the fall.

The majority of Danes are content to “tidy up” their 
gardens. According to estimates from the Ministry of 
Environment, Danes disposed of 983,000 tonnes of 
garden garbage in 2019, all of which was transported, 
sorted, and processed by municipal waste management 
systems. Small branches, leaves, and grass clippings 
are composted, while larger branches and trunks are 
burned for bioenergy.

However, we should probably leave more of our garden 
alone. According to Per Gundersen, a professor of forest 
ecology at the University of Copenhagen’s Department of 
Geosciences and Natural Resource Management, there 
are significant CO2 reductions to be had. 

TDG NeTwork
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FIVE LIFE sAVING sKILLs ThAT 
EVERYONE shOuLD KNOw
It’s simple to assume that someone else will step up 
and assist the individual who is in need in the case 
of a medical emergency. Unfortunately, this doesn’t 
always occur, and being able to react to crises safely 
and effectively can be vital to a person’s life. To be 
prepared to act when emergency medical problems 
arise, it is advisable to get familiar with at least 
these five skills that can save lives.

chEck for sIgNs of lIfE
It’s crucial to know how to assess a person 
for signs of life in any medical emergency, 
including breathing and a pulse. Make 

sure the place is secure before attending to the 
victim. Ask them loudly, “Are you OK?” as you kneel 
down next to them. If they don’t answer, watch for 
breathing movement in their chest and feel their 
pulse by placing your index and middle fingers on 
their inner wrist or the side of their neck beneath 
the jaw.

usINg thE baNDagE
A fundamental life-saving skill is knowing 
how to properly apply a bandage. To stop 
additional blood loss when a patient is 

bleeding excessively, the situation must be brought 
under control quickly. Put on gloves before helping 
the victim if you have any. Place a blanket over them 
while they sit down and relax. Lift the damaged part 
off the ground and cover the wound with a fresh 
bandage or clean cloth.

cpr DoNE corrEctly caN 
savE a lIfE
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation, or CPR, 
is a common emergency procedure used 

to assist someone who has experienced cardiac 
arrest, a potentially fatal condition in which the 
heart stops beating unexpectedly. Unfortunately, if 
a person doesn’t get urgent care, a cardiac arrest 
can result in brain damage or even death within 
minutes.

stock of aspIrIN
A blood clot formed by platelets and blood 
cells during a heart attack prevents blood 
flow, endangering the heart’s life-threat-

ening lack of oxygen. Within five minutes, aspirin 
can stop the clot from forming. Call 102 first if you 
think a person is having a heart attack. Then have 
them chew the pill if they are not allergic to aspirin 
or if they have not been advised to avoid it.

 rEach out aND stay 
coNNEctED 
When you’re feeling depressed, it’s vital to 
reach out to your loved ones. Your mood 

might be lifted and you can feel supported when 
you spend time with those you love. If talking about 
your depression with family and friends makes you 
uncomfortable, try spending time with them in a 
more relaxed environment.

— SNoBAr 

Checking pulse

EstIMatED INcoME 
of top 5 coNtENt 
crEators IN INDIa 

Ajey Nagar, a.k.a Carry 
Minati: 
$3.5 M (rs 26 crore  
approx)
Bhuvan Bam: 
$3 M (rs 25 crore approx) 
Ashish Chanchlani: 
$115,000 to $180,000  
(rs 94 L to rs 1.48 Cr)
Amit Bhadana: 
$5.7 M ( rs 46 crore  
approx) 
Gaurav Chaudhary, a.k.a 
Technical Guruji: 
$45 M (rs 326 Cr) 



Slip-
On DreSS

A slip-on dress is ex-
tremely beautiful and may be 

worn on a number of dates. They 
are both comfortable and gorgeous. 
These dresses are a fantastic choice 

for the summer season. One can 
create a casual style by pairing your 

black slip dress with other 
clothing items such as 

a denim shirt or a 
baggy shirt.
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If you’ve been noticing 
some lines around your 
cheek, nose and chin 

area, you are not the only 
one. Known as Smile Lines 
and also Nasolabial Folds, 
these are the true lines 
which you get around your 
lips from your nose to your 
chin. These lines are formed 
when one smiles and they 
can be dynamic or static. 

Vibhuti Arora, a face yogi 
and founder of House of 
Beauty, explains, “Dynamic 
lines are the lines that oc-
cur when you are smiling or 
moving. Static lines are the 
lines that occur when there 
is no expression or motion 
on your lips, but you still 
see these two lines and they 
seem to droop downwards.”

Why DO We get 
Smile lineS?
From a sign of facial sag-
ging to the weakening of the 

cheek’s zygomatic muscle, 
smile lines or expression 
lines occur for several rea-
sons.

Highlighting some of the 
causes of smile lines, Arora 
shares, “Weak zygomatic 
muscles, collagen loss be-
tween these muscles, and ge-
neric ageing are some of the 
reasons for the smile lines.”

Additionally, a crooked 
smile, assymetrical face, and 
weakened, lose, and droopy 
cheek muscles also contrib-
ute to the development of 
smile lines.

AvOiDing Smile 
lineS
Smile lines can be avoided 
or fixed by natural as well 
as surgical methods. From 
doing facial exercises and 
yoga to hydrating yourself 
and getting injected—there 
are several options available 
for you.

Arora suggests doing fa-
cial exercises such as the 
Line Flicker Exercise, Kish 

Kissing Exercise, Smiling 
Fish Face, and the Smile 
and Pout technique to avoid 
smile lines. These exercises 
not only strengthen your 
cheek muscles and ensure 
that your skin is flushed with 
zygomatic activity, but also 
delay and avoid the forma-
tion of lines. She adds, “Apart 
from these, you should al-
ways hydrate the area well, 
and a pro tip for you would 
be to always use under-eye 
cream on your smile lines.”

The world of beauty has ex-
panded so much that botox 
and surgery are no longer 
the only options. One can 
also use face cups, facelift 
pro, microcurrent devices, or 
any type of facial tool such as 

a jade roller or gua sha. All of 
this strengthens the muscles 
around that area and can 
help fix the smile lines with-
out botox, fillers, or surgery.

 
lifeStyle chAngeS 
thAt Will help 
AvOiD Smile lineS
Nutrition plays a very great 
role in keeping you looking 
young and fresh because 
when you have protein-rich, 
omega-3-rich, and collagen-
rich foods such as hummus, 
okra or lady finger, fish, 
chicken, and chicken broth, 
it helps avoid these laugh 
lines.

Arora suggests that in 
terms of lifestyle changes, 
one could focus on overall 
muscle strengthening and 
body exercise. “Sleeping 
right is also very important 
because you tend to get more 
lines on the side of the face 
you sleep on than the other 
side. So sleeping on your 
head as a lifestyle change 
and living a balanced life are 

definitely things that should 
be promoted.”

5 tipS tO AvOiD 
Smile lineS
While one must not over-
focus on smile lines because 
these are lines of expression 
and lines of a happy lifestyle 
that one is living, one can still 
treat them gently and on a 
daily basis. 

1. Do your smile and pot 
exercise every day for 20 
repetitions. Your Instagram 
pictures will improve. :)

2. Apart from that, you can 
also do cheek burpees.

3. Sleep on your head.
4. Have collagen-rich food, 

include Hummus in your 
food which is vegetarian, so 
there is no excuse to not do 
that 

5. Try balancing your fea-
tures every time you are 
talking or smiling. A lot of 
us, including me, actually 
smile more from one side of 
our lips. Try balancing them 
out and you are good to go.

Smile lineS 101: 
Your perSonal guide 
on how to avoid them

tipS and triCKS

NewsX in its A-list series dived into con-
versation with actor Aahana Kumra, 
where the actor was recognised for her 
excellence in entertainment, in an effort 
to put forth some of India’s finest and 
brightest.

In her first feat as a host, contrary to the 
predominant notion that actors are most-
ly invited as judges in such series, she was 
caught off guard when she offered to be a 
host to the “Invention Challenge.”

She found herself intrigued as the con-
cept of the show encompassed Q&A ses-
sions with the host, which was a first in 
itself. Unlike other shows that just require 
the host to emcee the series, in this show 
she got the opportunity to ask the inven-
tors questions about their inventions.

She reiterated the fact that both the in-

ventions and the 
inventors blew her 
mind, as she saw 
8-year-old inven-
tors inventing stuff 
and building proto-
types to present in 

front of the panel.
She also stated that there were no par-

ticipants but inventors and no judges but 
the panel that scrutinised the pitches.

She and her siblings have always been 
abreast with inventions, and she believes 
that no invention is good or bad, it is the 
utility at the time point of time which pre-
cedes the priority of the invention.

She was awestruck by many inventors 
and recalled one of them who hailed 
from Barahmullah, Kashmir, which hap-
pens to be a remote place. She remarked 
that ideation reached where the internet 
couldn’t. 

Always been abreast 
with inventions: 
Aahana Kumra 

in-houSe SerieS
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SAnJAnA CHAwLA
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From ageing to weakening of muscles, an expert breaks down what 
causes smile lines and practical tips on dealing with them.

must-have blaCK outfitS for 
every girL’S wArdrobe5 A woman’s collection will always include some 

kind of black apparel, regardless of her age or 
size. A black dress will always be the one to res-
cue you from a party, a weekend getaway, a 
dinner date, or an important office meeting.

So, here are five black dresses that a 
woman must have in her closet.

Off 
ShOulDer 

DreSS
This is the ideal way to 

show off your collarbone. An 
off-shoulder dress, regardless 
of length, will look effortlessly 

trendy while also delivering sheer 
elegance. Wear a pair of satin 

long boots to complement 
your stunning outfit.

SpAghetti 
DreSS

The thin straps on the 
shoulders will give you a 

sexy look. Spaghetti dresses 
are really fashionable right 
now, and they are the most 
talked about among young 
ladies and fashion experts. 

Make sure to accessories it 
properly for a stunning 

overall effect.

Sequin 
DreSS

A black sequin dress 
is ideal for attending a 
party. When wearing a 
sequin dress, avoid over-
accessorizing. Keep the 

accessories to a minimum 
and your facial makeup 

beautiful. At a flashy event, 
a sequin dress will make you 

appear very stunning. A dazzling 
sequin dress is both elegant 

and adorable.

BODycOn 
DreSS

This figure-hugging 
garment is ideal for a 

night out. A party is un-
questionably the finest 

setting for any woman to 
look her best. Noth-
ing beats a beautiful 
slinky bodycon dress 

for making you look 
trendy and sassy with-

out any effort.

1

3

4

5

2
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The founder of a glob-
ally renowned and 
trusted diamond 

crafting company, Govind 
Dholakia, was in Delhi to 
share his life story of start-
ing from earning rupee one 
to building a multi-billion 
dollar company at the launch 
event of his autobiography 
“Diamonds are Forever, So 
are Morals”, as told to writ-
ers Arun Tiwari and Kam-
lesh Yagnik. 

The event saw some of the 
heads of leading startups and 
corporate heads, bureau-
crats and book lovers at the 
event. The diamond indus-
try is one of the ancient in-
dustries of India. It is unique 
as, at the core of its business 
dealings, is trust and faith. A 
fascinating story of a village 
boy who, in order to support 
a large family, started work-
ing as a diamond cutter and 

who today is one of the lead-
ing diamond merchants in 
the country.

Govind Dholakia, whose 
b i o g r a p hy   D i a m o n d s   
are  Forever, So are Morals  
was recently published 
b y  P e n g u i n  R a n d o m 
House India, attributes his 
success from rags to riches 
to his family, the unseen 
force, and honesty. With a 
brilliant foreword by Lord 
Bhiku Parekh and endorse-
ments from Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Dr 
Mansukh Manda-
viya, and others, 
the book serves as 
a source of inspi-
ration for 

all who aspire to grow 
their organizations with 
trust and ethics as the 
backbone.

The event that took 
place at FICCI began 
with Sameer Mahale, As-
sociate Vice President of 
Sales, Penguin Random 
House India, mention-
ing the achievements of 
the book, sharing how 
the book has been doing 
exceptionally well in the 

market and receiv-
ing massive media 
coverage in all 
leading print and 
digital media. It 
has also been in-

spiring 

many entrepreneurs and 
professionals. 

Kamlesh Yagnik, the co-
author of this book and 
President of Sarvajanik 
University and SRK Knowl-
edge Foundation, shared that 
the book is for eternity. The 
values it exhibits transcend 
time, space, religion, class, 
color, and creed. Keeping 
with SRK›s green initiatives 
and environmental aware-
ness program, the guests 
were presented with plant-
ers.

The chief guest, Rajat 
Sharma, Chairman, and 
Editor-in-Chief of India TV 
highlighted the 3 charac-
teristics that we must learn 
from Govind Dholakia, 
fondly called Govind Kaka. 
He stated that Kaka›s life can 
be understandably divided 
into 3 parts: health, relation-
ships, and time, and has a lot 
to learn from.

The release followed a 
lively conversation between 

Lipika Bhushan, Founder of 
MarketMyBook, who began 
with the hymns from the 
Shreemad Bhagwat Gita, 
initiating a conversation 
around Govind Dholakia›s 
most inspiring moments 
from his life story, experi-
ences, and principles that 
play a vital role in leading 
to success. Bhushan further 
added that the book speaks 
to us at several levels, such 
as that of leadership, society, 
community, family, and as 
individuals for all to emulate.

Towards the end of his 
interactive talk with an ap-
plauding audience, Govind 
Dholakia shared his motto 
of success in life ‘Always 
remind yourself that I am 
nothing, but I can do any-
thing.’ Diamonds are Forever, 
So are Morals  is an insight-
ful journey into the world 
of diamonds and how moral 
ethics in business have led 
him to build and lead a multi-
billion empire.

inspiring story of building a 
billion-dollar diaMond eMpire

‘the eternal gene’ is a collection of fascinating science-fiction stories

booK launch 

neW
launch 

Books to look out for this week 
the crash of a civilization
author: Kanchan banerjee
publisher: prabhat prakashan pvt. ltd.
price: rs 525
The Current condition of each citizen, the society, and 
the nation are the result of a deeply complex history. 
But what we know from history books, especially 
academic textbooks, are constructs based on the nar-
ratives of political powers, colonists, and outdated so-
cioeconomic analysts. The time has come to know and 
understand our true history from fresh and updated 
perspectives. The subject of this book is how foreign 
ideologies and forces (Christian, Islamic, and later 
colonists, western and Marxist) have profoundly and 
long-term impacted India, her society, and people.
With a computer science background, Kanchan 
Banerjee makes this remarkable and significant con-
tribution, attempting to depict the current era with 
unique and lively storytelling using carefully studied 
evidence, logical deduction, and analysis. He has 
given detailed and comprehensive descriptions. 

dreamland
author: nicholas sparks 
publisher:  hachette india 
price: rs 399 
Colby Mills once felt destined for a musical career, but 
tragedy grounded his dreams. Now that the dust has 
settled, he spontaneously takes a gig playing at a bar in 
Florida, seeking a rare break from his duties at home.  
But when he meets Morgan Lee, his world is turned 
upside-down, and Colby can’t help but wonder if the 
responsibilities he has shouldered need dictate his life 
forever. Morgan is on her way to Nashville with plans 
to become a star, and she wants Colby to come with 
her. While they are falling headlong in love, Beverly is 
on a heart-pounding journey of another kind. Fleeing 
an abusive husband with her six-year-old son, she is 
trying to piece together a new life in a small town far 
off the beaten track. Danger is never far away, and her 
money is fast running out. In the course of a single 
unforgettable week, three very different people will 
have their own ideas of love put to the test. 

War of lanka
author: amish tripathi
publisher: harpercollins india 
price: rs 311
Greed. Rage. Grief. Love. Smouldering tinder, wait-
ing to trigger a war. But this war is different. This one 
is for Dharma. This war is for the greatest Goddess of 
them all. Sita has been kidnapped. Defiantly, she dares 
Raavan to kill her - she’d rather die than allow Ram to 
surrender. Ram is beside himself with grief and rage. 
He prepares for war. Fury is his fuel. Calm focus, his 
guide. Raavan thought he was invincible. He thought 
he’d negotiate and force a surrender. Little did he know 
... The first three books of the second-fastest-selling 
book series in Indian publishing history—the Ram 
Chandra Series—explore the individual journeys of 
Ram, Sita, and Raavan. In this, the epic fourth book of 
the series, their narrative strands crash into each other, 
and explode in a slaughterous war. Will Ram defeat the 
ruthless and fiendish Raavan, constrained as he is by 
the laws of Dharma? 

fire and blood
author: george r. r. Martin 
publisher: harperVoyager
price: rs 590 
The inspiration for 2022’s highly anticipated HBO 
and Sky TV series House Of The Dragon from the 
internationally bestselling creator of epic fantasy 
classic Game Of Thrones.  Centuries before A Game 
of Thrones, an even greater game began, one that set 
the skies alight with dragon flame and saw the Seven 
Kingdoms turned to ash. The thrilling history of the 
Targaryens comes to life in George R.R. Martin’s 
FIRE & BLOOD. So began the Targaryens’ bloody 
rule, with fire and blood. Setting brother against 
brother, mother against daughter, and dragon against 
dragon. Chronicled by a learned maester of the 
Citadel, this thrilling and bloody history of Westeros 
tells the story of where the battle for the Iron Throne 
began. George R.R. Martin is the author of fifteen 
novels and novellas, including five volumes of A Song 
of Ice and Fire, several collections of short stories.
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Prince Harry’s memoir 
finally has a release date.  
After a long wait, Prince 
Harry’s memoir appears to 
finally have a release date.

According to a New York 
Times article, “After months 
of frenzied speculation, the 
book has a publication date: 
January 10, 2023, according 
to industry executives.”

Page Six, however, reports 
that Harry and his wife, 
Meghan Markle’s represen-
tatives, as well as the book’s 
publisher, Penguin Ran-
dom House, have refused to 
comment on the matter.

Following the passing of 
Queen Elizabeth II, Page 
Six previously reported that 
Harry was frantically trying 
to revise the book, which 
was initially scheduled to be 
published in November.

In an interview with Page 
Six in October, ‘Revenge’ 
author Tom Bower claimed 
that the royal family was 
“hugely nervous” about the 
planned book and referred 
to it as a “time bomb.”

“I think that everybody 
knows that the Sussexes 
can’t amend the book in 
any way,” he explained. 

“Can they make it nastier? 
Because otherwise, we 
wouldn’t get sales. “

According to Page Six, 
Bower even claimed that 
the book “will include in it 
a chapter on the (Queen’s) 
funeral.”

“And there’ll just be more 
material about how they 
were snubbed and all the 
rest of the invective against 
the royal family,” he added. 
“So I think, to that extent, 
the delay will add to the poi-
son.”

According to Page Six, 
Prince Harry and Meghan 
have also been working on a 
Netflix documentary series 
depicting their life in Cali-
fornia after stepping down 
as senior Royal members.

Prince Harry’s 
memoir gets a 
release date

upcoMing release 
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The best science fiction books 
are based on imagination and 
foresight. They make the read-
ers curious, suspicious, and ex-
cited, helping one think about 
whether such a world can ex-
ist. When all this comes from a 
debutante author, Ankush Sam 
Thorpe, rest assured that you 
have laid your hands on a bril-
liantly creative, well-written, 
smooth, and thoroughly engag-
ing book.

The Eternal Gene was recently 

launched during his marriage 
reception ceremony. Just like his 
stories, which are so different 
and innovative, this launch also 
had a unique touch. The turn-
out was huge—the invitees were 
curious to know more about 
this work and lay their hands on 
a copy of the book. When asked 
to whom he wanted to dedicate 
this book, he smiled, looking at 
his wife and parents.

The Eternal Gene, compris-
ing six stories, answers ques-
tions like whether the world is 
the real one or not; whether we 
can trust what we remember; 
whether extraterrestrial spe-

cies visited the Earth in the pre-
historic era; and whether a rare 
mutation has the ability to stop 
aging.

The book is a collection of fas-
cinating science-fiction stories 
interwoven with suspense and 
thrills. In the stunning title sto-
ry, a man’s journey to investigate 
his father’s mysterious death 
leads him to the nation’s best 
kept secret. “A Stitch in Time” 
follows a soldier’s quest to fin-
ish a mission in a world long 
forgotten, with a gut-wrenching 
revelation. In “Down Memory 
Lane”, the protagonist learns 
that reality is not what it seems 

amidst an imminent political 
coup. In “The Representative”, 
a man suddenly wakes up bil-
lions of light years away, at an 
intergalactic conference, rep-
resenting Earth. And in ‘Hera’, 
a group of Neanderthals are 
visited by a guest from a hyper-
advanced civilization, forever 
changing the course of evolu-
tion on Earth.

Ankush Sam Thorpe grew 
up in Punjab and went on to 
graduate in Anthropology and 
complete his post-graduate in 
Genetics. His love affair with 
science fiction began when he 
was just a teenager. He was 

then obsessed with Hollywood 
science fiction films, especially 
The Terminator and Jurassic 
Park. His interest grew when he 
read the Sidney Sheldon novel 
The Doomsday Conspiracy and 
got solidified with Dan Brown’s 
The Lost Symbol and George 
Orwell’s 1984. However, his 
passion for storytelling grew 
with Isaac Asimov’s short sto-
ry “Nightfall,” which inspired 
him to create his own tales. At 
the age of 20, he wrote his first 
short story, “A Stitch in Time,” 
exhibiting his fascination with 
science and history.

During the Covid pandemic, 

he found the time to create char-
acters, dialogues, and storylines 
based on the scientific concepts 
that keep him enthralled to 
this date. Presently living in 
Toronto, he continues to pen 
more stories with science as the 
central theme. In addition, he is 
an Instagram junkie as well as a 
die-hard Test Cricket fan.

Gripping storytelling, in-
teresting thoughts, and near-
prophetic predictions – this 
book is a must-read for readers 
of all ages. As for Ankush Sam 
Thorpe, the author is already on 
to his next book and expects to 
release it in the coming year.

With a brilliant foreword by Lord Bhiku Parekh and endorsements from PM Modi 
and others, Govind Dholakia’s biography serves as a source of inspiration for all 
who aspire to grow their organisations with trust and ethics as the backbone.
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SUPERB KNOCK

MANOJ JOSHI
SYDNEY 

Indian star batter Suryakumar 
Yadav became the leading T20I 
run-scorer in 2022 after his su-
perb half-century knock against 
the Netherlands on Thursday at 
the ongoing T20 World Cup.

The explosive batter scored 51* 
of just 25 balls to help India post 
179/2 in 20 overs. In the process, 
Suryakumar took over Moham-
mad Rizwan of Pakistan who was 
at the top of the scoring charts 
with 825 runs from 19 innings 
this year with a superb average of 
51.56. Suryakumar has amassed 
867 runs in 25 innings averaging 
an impressive 41.28 including a 
century.

The batter was also within strik-
ing distance to occupy the top po-
sition in the ICC rankings for T20I 
batters but finished a close second 
earlier. He is currently ranked 
third after Devon Conway took 
the second spot in the latest ICC 
rankings.

A surprise entry in the list of top 
scorers is Sikandar Raza from 
Zimbabwe who has had a superb 
2022 with the bat. The right-hand-

er has 652 runs from 19 innings 
with the highest score of 87, aver-
aging 38.35.

Sri Lanka opener Pathum Nis-
sanka has scored 636 runs from 
21 T20I innings in 2022. The ag-
gressive right-hander sits fourth 
on the top scorer list and averages 
31.80 with his highest score being 
75runs.

Virat Kohli shut down his critics 
with an amazing hundred against 
Afghanistan in the Asia Cup and 
then played an inning of a lifetime 
to hand Pakistan a defeat when 
they looked set to win the match.

The return to form of King Kohli 
has seen him climb to the fifth 
spot in the list of T20 run scorers 
in 2022. He also made a return in 
the Top-10 T20I batter ranking in 
the latest ICC rankings.

Kohli has had a fantastic 2022 
with the willow scoring 629 runs 
at an impressive average of 57.18. 
The former India captain smashed 
his first T20I century this year 
during the Asia Cup while also 
scoring five half-centuries.

The batter played a superb un-
beaten knock of 62 runs to help 
India defeat the Netherlands by 
56 runs.

Suryakumar Yadav scores most 
T20I runs this year

PRIZE DISTRIBUTION DAY
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South Africa’s Anrich Nortje with teammates celebrates a wicket 
during ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022 match against Bangladesh, 
at Sydney Cricket Ground, in Sydney on Thursday. 

Cricket Association of Bengal 
(CAB) will confer former In-
dia women’s team pacer Jhu-
lan Goswami with the Leg-
endary Cricketer award at its 
annual prize distribution day 
on October 29.

The cricketer recently re-
tired from cricket after playing 
for nearly 20 years and estab-
lishing many records. CAB 
will hold its annual prize dis-
tribution day on October 29 
after a gap of two years.

This year, prizes will be 
given to players for the season 
2019-20, 2020-21 and 2021-22.

Special awards also be con-
ferred to various players on 
occasion.

Indian women’s crick-
eter Deepti Sharma will be 
conferred the Iconic Crick-
eter award for winning silver 
medal in the Commonwealth 
Games 2022, CAB said in a 

statement.
Uday Bhanu Banerjee 

and Gargi Banerjee will be 
awarded Kartick Bose Life-
time Achievement Award for 
2019-2020.

Sambaran Banerjee and 
Lopamudra Banerjee will 
receive Kartick Bose Life-
time Achievement Award for 
2020-2021.

Ashok Malhotra and Mithu 
Mukherjee will receive Kar-

tick Bose Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award for 2021-2022.

Richa Ghosh will be con-
ferred a Special Award for 
Excellence In Performance as 
she was part of the team that 
won the Women’s Asia Cup 
Winner 2022 and for her ODI 
debut.

Shahbaz Ahmed will also be 
conferred the Special Award 
for Excellence In Performance 
on his debut for India in ODI.

JHULAN GOSWAMI TO BE CONFERRED 
LEGENDARY CRICKETER AWARD BY CAB

SPIRITED MESSAGE

T20 WORLD CUP 
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WE HAVE IN-FORM VIRAT IF THEY HAVE NORTJE 
AND RABADA: AXAR ON CLASH WITH SA

ROSSOUW, NORTJE SHINE AS SOUTH AFRICA 
DEFEAT BANGLADESH BY 104 RUNS

Indian spinner Axar Patel

Former India women’s team pacer Jhulan GoswamiAustralian national men’s football team

After his side’s 56-run win 
over the Netherlands in their 
ICC T20 World Cup match 
here, Indian spinner Axar Pa-
tel had a spirited message for 
South Africa who India will 
face in their next encounter 
on Sunday.

He said if South Africa have 
pacers like Anrich Nortje and 
Kagiso Rabada, India has in-
form Virat Kohli. A superb 
performance by Indian bowl-
ers coupled with half-centu-
ries by a trio of Rohit Sharma, 
Virat Kohli and Suryakumar 
Yadav helped the Men in Blue 
score a 56-run win over the 
Netherlands in their Group 
2, Super 12 match of the ICC 
T20 World Cup at Sydney 
Cricket Ground on Thursday. 
Axar said that Sunday’s en-
counter against South Africa 
is “an important match”.

“We will plan about it. We 
will play our normal brand 
of cricket we have been play-
ing without worrying about 
bouncy pitches and the fact 
that they have bowlers like 
Anrich Nortje and Kagiso 
Rabada. We also have our Vi-
rat bhai (Virat Kohli) in form,” 
Axar quipped.

On his wicket-taking bowl-

ing spell against the Dutch 
after a disappointing outing 
against arch-rivals Pakistan, 
the spinner said that he was 
able to reset his mind fol-
lowing that match and was 
confident about the Nether-
lands match. “Sometimes as a 
bowler, a batter is able to take 
his chances against you and 
get success. I saw videos with 
our bowling coach and my 
line and length were good, ex-
cept for one ball. Sometimes, 
you get beat on good balls. But 
if you keep thinking about 
this, you will never make a 
comeback,” he added.

The bowler said that the 
team received a message 
while India was batting 
against Netherlands after 

winning the toss that the 
ball was stopping and pitch 
was not offering any turn or 
swing. This was also the case 
in the second innings when 
India bowled, he said.

About his being moved up 
in the batting order against 
Pakistan, Axar said that it 
was done because Pakistan 
has left-arm and leg spinners.

“Our first six batters are 
right-handed. So I was told to 
stay ready to bat in such situa-
tions. I have practiced accord-
ingly,” he added.

With the win on Wednes-
day, India are at the top spot 
in the points table with four 
points in two matches. The 
Netherlands are at the bottom 
and are yet to score a point.

R ilee Rossouw’s century 
followed by Anrich 
Nortje’s four-wicket 

haul took South Africa to a 
massive 104-run victory over 
Bangladesh in the Super 12s 
of the ongoing T20 World 
Cup 2022 here at the Sydney 
Cricket Ground on Thursday.

For South Africa, Nortje 
bagged four while Tabraiz 
Shamsi took three wickets to 
guide Proteas to a massive vic-
tory. Chasing a target of 206, 
Bangaldesh got off to a flying 
start as their openers Soumya 
Sarkar and Najmul Hossain 
Shanto slammed 26 runs in 
2 overs, but Sarkar’s stint was 
cut short when he was dis-
missed by Anrich Nortje after 
scoring 15 runs in 6 deliveries.

In the same over Nortje 
struck again removing Shan-
to for 9 off 9. Shakib Al Hasan 
then came out to bat but the 
skipper was sent packing by 
Nortje after scoring just one 
run, leaving Bangladesh tot-
tering at 39/3.

At that point, Bangladesh 
lost the wickets of Soumya 
Sarkar, Najmul Hassan 
Shanto and Shakib Al Hasan 

quickly and it was Anrich 
Nortje who gave the break-
throughs to the Proteas. Afif 
Hossain then came out to bat 
but could not stand long and 
fell prey to Kagiso Rabada.

After this, Bangladesh lost 
wickets in quick succession 
and were unable to pull off 
the run chase. Mehidy Hasan 
Miraz (11), Mosaddek Hossain 
(0), Nurul Hasan (2), Taskin 
Ahmed (10), Hasan Mahmud 
(0) and Mustafizur Rahman 
(9) all were unable to score 
big against Tabraiz Shamsi 
and Anrich Nortje. Superb 
bowling helped South Africa 
to a huge 104 runs victory as 

they bundled out Bangladesh 
for 101.

Earlier, top knocks by Rilee 
Rossouw and Quinton de 
Kock guided South Africa to 
post a massive total of 205/5 
against Bangladesh. Rossouw 
smashed 109 off 56 balls while 
De Kock scored 63 off 38 balls.

Opting to bat first, South Af-
rica were dealt with a big blow 
as Taskin Ahmed struck in 
the very first over of the game 
to dismiss Skipper Temba Ba-
vuma who was caught behind 
by Litton Das for two runs.

The left-handed batter Rilee 
Rossouw then came out to bat. 
The duo of Quinton de Kock 

and Rossouw hammered 
Taskin Ahmed for 21 runs in 
the third over of the innings.

In the very next over of the 
innings, Rossouw slammed 
back-to-back a four and a six 
off Hasan Mahmud, gather-
ing 11 runs in an over.

The rains returned to pause 
the play after 5.3 overs, with 
South Africa at 60/1. After 22 
minutes of hold up, the game 
resumed. Both batters kept 
gathering singles at regular 
intervals while smashing 
boundaries.

Rossouw brought up his 
half-century in 30 deliver-
ies. After 10 overs of the play, 
South Africa’s score was 91/1.

Bangladesh skipper Shakib 
Al Hasan then came to bowl 
but could not do much to stop 
the Rossouw carnage as the 
Proteas’ batter smashed him 
for 21 runs with back-to-back 
two sixes and a four.

Bangladesh were penalised 
5 runs after their wicketkeep-
er Nurul Hasan moved be-
hind when Shakib Al Hasan 
was in the delivery stride.

de Kock then slammed 
a stunning six off Hasan 
Mahmud to score his half-
century in just 34 balls. The 

duo also stitched up a stun-
ning partnership of 150-run 
in the 14th over of the innings.

In the 14th over Rossouw 
took apart Taskin Ahmed as 
he slammed three fours and 
two sixes to gather 23 runs 
in the over. Afif Hossain then 
provided his team with a big 
breakthrough as he dismissed 
De Kock for 63 off 38. Tristan 
Stubbs then came out to bat 
and the latter slammed Hos-
sain for a stunning four on the 
first delivery he faced.

Stubbs’ stint at the crease 
was cut short when he was 
dismissed by Shakib after 
scoring just 7 runs off 7 balls. 
However, Stubbs’ wickets did 
not stop Rossouw’s carnage as 
he brought up his century in 
just 52 balls. With this, Ros-
souw became the first South 
African player to score a hun-
dred at the men’s T20 World 
Cup. Rossouw was dismissed 
by Shakib after playing a 
stunning knock of 109 off 56. 
David Miller then came out to 
bat. In the penultimate over of 
the innings, Hasan Mahmud 
bagged the wicket of Aiden 
Markram for 10 to restrict 
Proteas to a total of 205/5 in 
20 overs.

AHEAD OF WORLD CUP
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OZ FOOTBALL TEAM CONDEMNS HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE IN QATAR

Australian national men’s football team 
on Thursday became the first FIFA 
World Cup side to release a collective 
statement of objection against Qatar’s 
human rights record, calling for an “ef-
fective remedy” for migrants workers 
and the decriminalisation of same-sex 
relationships.

The upcoming World Cup -- begin-
ning on November 20 -- has been 
marred by controversy since Qatar was 
awarded the rights 12 years ago. “Foot-
ball Australia has a responsibility to eq-
uitably represent our fans, our players, 
and our football family. We are proud 
to be the most multicultural, diverse, 
and inclusive sport in Australia. Our 
representation at the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022TM gives us the opportunity 
to raise awareness of some important 
matters and help affect change globally 
and domestically. Football Australia, in 
collaboration with Professional Foot-
ballers Australia (PFA), representing 
the Australian Men’s National Team, 
the Socceroos, has been engaged in a 
process of education and dialogue to 

gather information on the situation 
regarding the advancement of human 
rights and workers’ welfare in connec-
tion with the hosting of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022,” Australian football 
team said in an official statement.

Football Australia acknowledged the 
recent legislative reforms in Qatar, but 
backed the players’ call for a migrant 
workers’ centre to protect workers’ 
rights beyond the World Cup, and ex-
pressed hope for a long-term change 
in how LGBTQ people are treated in 

the country.
“We believe that by working closely 

with these stakeholders, we can help 
promote a legacy beyond the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022TM. With this 
in mind, Football Australia, together 
with the Socceroos and Professional 
Footballers Australia, support the 
establishment of a Migrant Workers 
Centre that will continue to represent 
the rights of the workers beyond De-
cember 2022. Football Australia has 
also been working closely with LGBTI+ 

communities to continue strengthening 
our inclusive and welcoming environ-
ment in our game throughout Austra-
lia. As the most multicultural, diverse, 
and inclusive sport in our country, we 
believe everyone should be able to feel 
safe and be their true authentic selves. 
Whilst we acknowledge the highest lev-
els of assurances given by HH Amir of 
Qatar and the President of FIFA that 
LGBTI+ fans will be safely welcomed 
in Qatar, we hope that this openness 
can continue beyond the tournament,” 
it further read.

The Australian team recognise that 
since securing hosting rights, Qatar has 
put in place some important reforms 
enhancing conditions and labour rights 
- including the abolishment of a system 
that enabled employers to take away 
workers’ passports and block them 
from leaving the country.

“Over the last two years, we have been 
on a journey to understand and know 
more about the situation in Qatar. We 
are not experts, but we have listened 
to groups such as Amnesty, Fifa” and 
“most importantly, the migrant workers 
of Qatar,” the players said in the video.

LANDMARK

TDG NETWORK
SYDNEY  

Virat Kohli becomes second 
highest run-scorer in T20 
World Cup’s history

S t a r  I n -
dian batter 
Virat  Kohl i 
on Thursday 
b e c a m e  t h e 
second-highest 
run-scorer in the 
history of the ICC 
Men’s T20 World 
Cup.

He reached this 
landmark during his 
side’s Group 2, Super 12 match of 
the tournament at Sydney Cricket Ground 
(SCG). In the match, Virat hit a delightful 
unbeaten 62 off 44 balls. His knock includ-
ed three fours and two majestic sixes.

Now, Virat Kohli has a total of 989 runs 
in 23 T20 WC matches across 21 innings 
at an average of 89.90. He has twelve half-
centuries in the tournament, with the best 
score of 89*.

Most notably, Virat is also the ‘Man of the 
Tournament’ twice in the tournament. He 
won the honors in 2014 (319 runs) and 2016 
(273 runs), becoming the only player to do 
so.

He surpassed West Indies legend Chris 

Gayle to become the second-greatest batter 
in the tournament. Gayle has scored 965 
runs at an average of 34.46 in 31 innings 
across 33 matches. Two centuries and seven 
fifties have come out of his bat, with the best 

score of 117.
The highest run-scorer in ICC T20 
World Cup history is Sri Lankan 

great Mahela Jayawardene. He has 
scored 1,1016 runs in T20 WCs 

at an average of 39.07. One 
century and six half-

centuries have come 
out of his bat, with a 
best of 100.

Suryakumar Yadav

Virat Kohli
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TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

Former Indian cricketer Saran-
deep Singh applauded BCCI’s 
move to remunerate equal 
match fees for male and female 
cricketers and called the move 
a brave and bold decision on 
Thursday.

Heaping praises on the BCCI, 
Sarandeep said that the deci-
sion is a great step in ensuring 
equal pay for female cricketers 
and was very vocal in appreci-
ating the apex cricket council 
in India. “They have taken a 

great step by equalizing the 
pay of women cricketers with 
the men cricketers, a very 
appreciative decision by the 
BCCI. It’s a brave decision,” 

said Singh. Welcoming the 
steps of the BCCI to introduce 
the Women’s IPL and the con-
stant efforts of BCCI to uplift 
women’s cricket, he said, “The 

new BCCI body has worked to 
lift women’s cricket to greater 
heights. They are also perform-
ing well not just in India but in 
foreign too like the England 
ODI win and the Asia Cup win 
in England. The women’s IPL 
also is coming up which will 
benefit women’s cricket as it 
will generate jobs and unearth 
talent.”

Citing the bright future of 
women’s cricket, he said, “Not 
only the men’s teams future but 
the future of women’s cricket is 
also being thought, which is re-

ally good and congratulations 
to the BCCI for this. It will help 
in bringing a change as it will 
help women’s cricket to develop 
at the grassroot level too with 
new academies and coaches 
being hired.” “It is an oppor-
tunity not just for the national 
cricketers but also for aspiring 
female cricketers from all over 
the world to take up cricket and 
make this their future,” said the 
former cricketer citing the op-
portunity the recent develop-
ments have opened for aspiring 
female cricketers.

BOLD AND BRAVE MOVE BY BCCI: FORMER PLAYER SARANDEEP SINGH ON EQUAL PAY

BATTING COLLAPSE 
SECOND WIN
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ZIMBABWE HOLD NERVE TO UPSET 
PAKISTAN BY ONE RUN IN THRILLERALL-ROUND INDIA CLINCHES 56-RUN WIN 

OVER NETHERLANDS

Zimbabwe’s Craig Ervine plays a shot during ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup 2022 match against Pakistan, at Perth Stadium, in Perth on 
Thursday.

 India’s Rohit Sharma plays a shot during ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup 2022 match against Netherlands, at Sydney Cricket Ground, 
in Sydney on Thursday.

Pakistan’s over-reliance on 
their opening batting pair 
came back to haunt them 
as Zimbabwe pipped them 
in a low-scoring thriller by 
one run to clinch their first 
Super-12 win of the ongoing 
T20 World Cup on Thursday 
at the Perth Stadium.
Pakistan made a mess of a 
paltry chase as they suffered 
a batting collapse and left 
their bowlers to chase and 
win the match for them. All-
rounder Sikandar Raza took 
three wickets in a short span 
to dismantle the chase. Shan 
Masood was the top-scorer 
for Pakistan but failed to see 
his team over the line.

Chasing the target, Paki-
stan were off to a slow start 
after Pakistan openers Babar 
Azam and Mohammad Riz-
wan were watchful of the 
new ball and scored just three 
runs from the first two overs. 
Richard Ngarava and Bless-
ing Muzarabani bowled the 
first and the second, respec-
tively, and stuck to tight lines 
with both bowlers extracting 
bounce from the surface.

Babar and Rizwan struck a 
boundary each in Ngarava’s 
second over to get the inning 
going but the Pakistani cap-
tain was dismissed by Brad 
Evans in the fourth over, 
sending him back for a paltry 
score of 4 (9). Rizwan too fol-
lowed suit as he was sent back 
by Muzarabani for 14(16), ex-
posing the middle order of the 
Pakistani team.

Pakistan ended the power-

play at 28/2 with the top scor-
ers from the previous match, 
Iftikhar Ahmed and Shan 
Masood at the crease.

However, the partnership 
did not last long as Luke 
Jongwe removed Iftikhar 
in the eighth over to deepen 
problems for the Pakistan 
team further. Masood kept 
the scoreboard ticking and 
took his team to 54/3 at the 
end of the 10 overs, striking 
some picturesque shots dur-
ing his stay. The batting duo 
of Masood and Shadab Khan 
looked set to take the team 
across the line but a twist in 
the tale began after the intro-
duction of spinner Sikandar 
Raza in the 14th over.

Raza dismissed Shadab and 
Haider Ali in two consecutive 
deliveries to turn the match 
around for his team, giving 
them a shot at victory.

The set batter, Masood was 
the third victim of Raza’s 
off-spin in the 16th over as 
the Zimbabwe players now 

believed they had a genuine 
chance at victory. This wicket 
saw tailender Wasim Jr join 
Mohammad Nawaz for the 
run-chase.

The pacers then bowled 
with their tails up as they 
could sense victory within 
grasp. Ngarava then bowled a 
three-run 16th over to tighten 
their screws on the Pakistani 
team. Needing 29 from the 
last three overs, the batters 
swung and miss under pres-
sure. Nawaz tried his best to 
make his team get across the 
line and hit a six in the 19th 
over to reduce the equation to 
11 from the last overs.

Brad Evans conceded a 
boundary on the second 
ball of the over and it looked 
like Pakistan would bag the 
match but Evans bowled su-
perbly to dismiss Nawaz on 
the fifth ball, and then held 
his nerve to defend three off 
the last ball to help Zimbabwe 
beat Pakistan by one run in a 
nail-biting encounter.

A superb performance 
by Indian bowlers 
coupled with half-

centuries by a trio of Rohit 
Sharma, Virat Kohli and 
Suryakumar Yadav helped 
the all-round Men in Blue 
clinch a 56-run win over the 
Netherlands in their Group 
2, Super 12 match of ongo-
ing ICC T20 World Cup at 
Sydney Cricket Ground on 
Thursday.

With this win, India is at 
the top spot in the points 
table with four points in two 
wins in two matches. The 
Netherlands is at the bottom 
and has yet to score a point 
after two losses. Chasing 
180, the Netherlands got off 
to a bad start, losing openers 
Vikramjit Singh (1) and Max 
ODowd (16) to pacer Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar and spin-
ner Axar Patel respectively. 
The stumps of both the open-
ers were rattled, reducing the 
Dutch to 20/2 in 4.2 overs.

The duo of Bas de Leede 
and Colin Ackermann took 
the Netherlands through 
the remainder of the pow-
erplay safely. At the end of 
six overs, Netherlands was 
at 27/2, with Leede (7*) and 
Ackermann (2*) at the crease.

The short-lived 27-run 
partnership between the 
duo was ended by Axar Patel 
after he dismissed de Leede 
for 16 off 23 balls with assis-
tance from Hardik Pandya at 

backward point. At the end 
of 10 overs, the Dutch were 
at 51/3, with Tom Cooper (3*) 
and Ackermann (13#) at the 
crease. Following this, spin-
ner Ravichandran Ashwin 
drove India to a more com-
fortable position in the match 
by dismissing Ackermann 
(17) and Cooper (9), reduc-
ing the Netherlands to 63/5.

Tom Pringle and Scott Ed-
wards tried to put on a stand 
for their side. But the match 
was slipping away from 
them as the required run rate 
kept mounting. At the end of 
15 overs, Netherlands was at 
81/5, with Pringle (14*) and 
Edwards (3*).

Pringle was the sixth batter 
down after Virat Kohli took 
a brilliant running catch at 
around mid-off, giving pacer 
Mohammad Shami his first 

wicket in the match. The 
Netherlands were six down 
at 87.

The Dutch side contin-
ued their downward spiral. 
Bhuvneshwar got his second 
wicket of the match and he 
sent back skipper Edwards 
for 5 off 8 balls. Netherlands 
sunk to 89/7.

Though the Netherlands 
crossed the 100-run mark 
in 17.4 overs, Arshdeep Singh 
took two quick scalps to dis-
miss Logan van Beek (3) 
and Fred Klaassen (0). The 
Dutch side was reduced to 
101/9 in 18 overs.

Netherlands finished at 
123/9 in their 20 overs, with 
Shariz Ahmad (16*) and Paul 
van Meekeren (14*) at the 
crease. The Dutch lost the 
match by 56 runs.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar 

(2/9), Axar Patel (2/18), Ar-
shdeep Singh (2/27) and 
Ravichandran Ashwin (2/21) 
took two scalps for India. 
Shami got one wicket.

Half-centuries from star 
batters Virat Kohli, Rohit 
Sharma, and Suryakumar 
Yadav guided India to a 
competitive 179/2 in 20 overs 
against the Netherlands 
in their Group 2, Super 12 
match of the ongoing ICC 
T20 World Cup at Sydney 
Cricket Ground (SCG) on 
Thursday.

Batting first, India was off 
to a shaky start as they lost 
opener KL Rahul for 9 off 12 
balls after a medium pacer 
Paul van Meekeren trapped 
his leg before the wicket. In-
dia was 11/1 in 2.4 overs.

Star batter Virat Kohli 
joined Rohit Sharma on the 
crease in the third over. The 
duo took India through the 
powerplay safely, without 
any further fall of a wicket. 
However, the Netherlands 
kept Indian batters sub-
dued with their great line 
and length. At the end of 
six overs, India was at 32/1, 
with Kohli (6*) and Rohit 
(16*) at the crease. Both bat-
ters did hit some big shots, 
but they struggled to con-
nect properly and big out-
fields forced them to satisfy 
themselves with doubles. 
The duo brought up their 50-
run stand in 41 balls, surviv-
ing many mistimed hits and 
catch attempts.

At the end of 10 overs, India 
was at a decent 67/1, with Ro-
hit (42*) and Kohli (14*). They 
needed to push their inning 
into the next gear now.

Rohit Sharma brought up 
his half-century in 35 balls 
with a four, his 29th in the 
format. Kohli on the other 
hand still could not score a 
boundary. The 75-run stand 
between the duo was broken 
after Rohit was caught by 
Colin Ackermann at deep-
midwicket on a delivery by 
medium pacer Fred Klassen. 
The skipper scored 53 off 39 
balls with four boundaries 
and three sixes. Suryaku-
mar Yadav joined Kohli on 
the crease and the latter also 
broke his boundary drought 
with a straight four over the 
bowler’s head. A four by 
Suryakumar took India to 
the 100-run mark in 13.2 
overs.

Suryakumar kept showing 
his impressive range of shots, 
helping Men in Blue reach 
114/2 in 15 overs, with Kohli 
(32*) and Suryakumar (17*). 
The 16th over was good for 
India as it gave them 14 runs. 
In the next over, Virat also 
hit some attractive shots to 
bring up his second straight 
fifty in the tournament in just 
36 balls, which was also his 
35th in the format. The 17th 
over gave away 16 runs.

A  b o u n d a r y  f r o m 
Suryakumar helped India 
cross the 150-run mark in 
17.5 overs.

TACKLING DISCRIMINATION
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BCCI ANNOUNCES EQUAL PAY FOR BOTH 
MEN AND WOMEN CRICKETERS
In a historic move by the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India (BCCI), India’s 
cricket governing body on Thursday 
announced an equal match fee for both 
men’s and women’s cricketers of India.

BCCI secretary Jay Shah took to his 
official Twitter handle to announce the 
historical development. “I’m pleased 
to announce BCCI’s first step towards 
tackling discrimination. We are imple-
menting a pay equity policy for our con-
tracted women cricketers. The match 
fee for both Men and Women Cricket-
ers will be the same as we move into a 
new era of gender equality in Indian 
Cricket,” Shah tweeted. BCCI secretary 
Shah also highlighted the new fees for 
the contracted players and stressed that 
the Indian Women’s cricket team will 
earn the same match fees as their male 
counterparts.

“The @BCCIWomen cricketers will 
be paid the same match fee as their male 
counterparts. Test (INR 15 lakhs), ODI 
(INR 6 lakhs), T20I (INR 3 lakhs). Pay 
equity was my commitment to our 
women cricketers and I thank the 
Apex Council for their support. Jai 
Hind,” he added in another tweet. In-
dian women who choose cricket as a 
career do so despite trying conditions 

where age-old traditions and social 
customs make it almost mandatory 
for them to give up cricket after mar-
riage, devote themselves to raising a 
family and to explore career options 
that are compatible with their new 
domestic responsibilities. It was only 
in February 1970 that women crick-

eters were first seen at the nets of the 
Brabourne Stadium of the Cricket Club 
of India in Mumbai. The first National 
Championship for women’s cricket was 
held in Poona in April 1973. This gave a 
further boost to women’s cricket in the 
country. India were granted member-
ship of the international body and the 

Indian team applied for participation 
in the first ever Women’s World Cup for 
limited overs competition in England 
in 1973. Unfortunately, the authorities 
ruled that India could not participate 
as their entry was received too late for 
consideration. 

The organization of the Second World 
Cup in India scheduled for 1977-78 and 
quite a challenging and adventurous 
task was not the unqualified success it 
was expected to be. The arrangements 
for this event left a lot to be desired, 
clearly pointing to an urgent need for 
changes in the administrative setup of 
the Women’s Cricket Association of 
India. Only England, Australia, New 
Zealand and India have been regularly 
playing Test match cricket. Women play 
four-day test match instead of the five-
day men’s version. India’s first official 
engagements were one test against New 
Zealand and Australia in 1976-77. First 
test series victory was achieved in 2002 
against South Africa in a one off test 
series played at South Africa. It is obvi-
ous to all that Indian women often play 
under constraints unknown to their 
male counterparts. They have limited 
funds and far fewer opportunities to 
practice on turf wickets. Yet, they enjoy 
the spirit of the game and are happy to 
be playing it. 

               BEFORE    NOW

` 4 Lakhs ` 15 Lakhs

` 1 Lakhs ` 6 LakhsODI

T-20 ` 1 Lakhs ` 3 Lakhs

Test

Truly a red-letter day for 
Women’s Cricket in India with pay 
parity announced for women and men. 
Thank you @BCCI and @JayShah,” 
 -Harmanpreet Kaur
                                  India Women’s team captain

“This is a historic decision for women’s 
cricket in India! The pay equity policy 

along with the WIPL next year, we are ushering 
into a new era for women’s cricket in India. 
Thank you @JayShah Sir & the @BCCI for 
making this happen. Really happy today,” 
 -Mithali Raj
                          Former Women’s team captain

“Great initiative from @BCCI and 
@JayShah sir for the upliftment 

of women’s cricket. This will motivate 
young girls in taking cricket as a career. 
It’s also an imp. step in creating gender 
equality in society & hopefully other 
sports will follow BCCI’s footsteps.”
 -Jhulan Goswami, Former Indian pacer

“Massive news this! well done @
BCCI @JayShah.” 
                                           - Anjum Chopra
                                           Former Indian skipper

“What amazing news for 
Women’s cricket in India.”
                                                          -Smriti Mandhana
                                                          Star Indian opener

Indian Women’s cricket team 

Former Indian cricketer Sarandeep Singh

RED-LETTER DAY 


