
Nine persons including 
officials of Oreva, the 
company that reno-

vated the bridge, ticket sellers 
and security men arrested on 
Monday for the Morbi bridge 
collapse in Gujarat as death 
toll in the unfortunate inci-

dent went up to 141 people 
which included 47 children. 
The youngest was a two-year-
old child. Another 100 were 
injured. 

“We arrested nine people 
after filing FIR under vari-
ous sections of IPC. The ar-
rested includes the managers 
of Oreva company and ticket 
clerks,” said Ashok Yadav, IG, 

Rajkot range. “As and when 
we get evidence, police will 
nab the accused further. We 
have also formed a Special 
Investigation Team pertain-
ing to the incident,” he added. 

Gujarat government also 
constituted a five-member 
committee headed to probe 
the incident. State govern-
ment, meanwhile, has de-

cided to observe two days of 
state mourning. 

“An FIR has been registered 
against the maintenance and 
management agencies of 
the bridge, under Sections 
304 (culpable homicide not 
amounting to murder), 308 
(attempt to commit culpable 
homicide), and 114 (abet-
tor present when offense is 

committed) of the India Penal 
Code,” said Morbi B Division 
Police Inspector, Prakashb-
hai Dekavadiya.

As many people are still 
reportedly trapped, around 
300 Army personnel have 
been deployed in the search 
and rescue operation at the 
site, said army sources. Army 
columns equipped with En-

gineer Stores are assisting 
NDRF, SDRF, Indian Navy, 
Coast Guard in the rescue 
operations and assisting civil 
administration and police in 
crowd management and se-
curity. 

As many as nine Army 
Columns including En-
gineer Task Force and  

141 dead, 9 held, still many trapped

Rescue ops in full swing

A rescue operation underway after a cable bridge 
collapsed in the Machchhu river, in Morbi on Monday. 

Over 132 casualties were reported in the incident.  ANi
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The century-old cable bridge over the River Machhu was renovated few days ago. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday said like in the 
past, forces that were perturbed due to India’s progress still 
exist today too and they make attempts to break and divide 
us. 

The Prime Minister was addressing a gathering on the oc-
casion of Rashtriya Ekta Diwas to commemorate the 147th 
birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel in Gujarat’s 
Ekta Nagar. 
“Narratives are created to pit us against each other in the 
name of castes. Attempts are made to divide us in the name of 
regions. Many times these forces rest in our mind in the form 
of a slavery mentality. Sometimes these come in the form of 
appeasement, sometimes in the form of familism and some-
times in the form of greed and corruption,” the Prime Minis-
ter said. He added these forces divide and weaken the country. 
“Campaigns are run to make one Indian language an enemy 
of another Indian language. History is presented in a way 
that people do not get connected with each other but go away 
from each other instead,” he added. 

PM said the erstwhile royal families, who ruled for centu-
ries, dedicated their rights to a new system for the country’s 
unity. “This contribution was ignored for decades after inde-
pendence. A museum will be built in Ekta Nagar, dedicated 
to the sacrifices of erstwhile royal families,” he said.

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) on Monday said it will 
commence pilot launches 
of digital rupee (e-rupee) 
for specific use cases from 
1 November. In view of this, 
the central bank will launch 
a pilot in digital rupee for 

the wholesale segment on 
Tuesday, according to an 
RBI statement. In a release 
on 7 October, the central 
bank announced that the 
Reserve Bank will soon 
commence pilot launches 
of digital rupee (e-rupee) for 
specific use cases. 

The central bank’s state-
ment said, “RBI vide press 

release dated 7 October 
2022 had announced that 
the Reserve Bank will soon 
commence pilot launches of 
Digital Rupee (e-rupee) for 
specific use cases. Accord-
ingly, the first pilot in the 
Digital Rupee - Wholesale 
segment (e-rupee-W) shall 
commence on 1 November 
2022.” 

millions of 
accounts 
suspended due 
to instagram 
outage
Washington: instagram 
users are being logged out of 
the app as a result of an outage 
that began on Monday morning, 
and many are being told “we 
suspended your account on 31 
october 2022,” as per the Verge. 
on Monday instagram issued a 
statement acknowledging the 
ongoing problem and took to 
twitter to write “We’re aware 
that some of you are having is-
sues accessing your instagram 
account. We’re looking into it 
and apologize for the incon-
venience.” according to Down 
Detector, around 74 per cent of 
users reported Login issues, 16 
per cent reported application 
access issues and 9 per cent 
reported server connection 
issues.

 

vyapam: 
cBi court 
sentences 
man to 7 years’ 
imprisonment 
inDore: a special CBi court in 
indore on Monday sentenced a 
man to seven years of imprison-
ment and imposed a fine of rs 
10,000 in the Vyapam scam. 
the court of additional session 
Judge (CBi) sanjay Kumar gupta 
convicted solver Vinay Kumar 
Mehta, a resident of Bihar under 
sections 419, 420, 467, 468, 471 
of iPC for fraud, forgery of docu-
ments and sections 3(D)(1)(2)/4 
of MPre act. special Public 
Prosecutor CBi, ranjan sharma 
said that solver Vinay Kumar 
Mehta appeared for shishupal 
Yadav in the PMt-2004 examina-
tion conducted by Vyapam (now 
known as Madhya Pradesh 
employees selection Board 
(MPesB)) in Khandwa. 
Vinay absconded after getting 
bail, while the case against 
shishupal Yadav and middleman 
ajit singh was tried in Khandwa. 
in 2015, the Khandwa court 
acquitted middleman ajit singh 
and sentenced shishupal Yadav, 
sharma added.

top of the day

Nothing comes for free in this world... 
seems like Elon Musk, the new owner 
of Twitter, has taken this saying seri-
ously. 

According to a report by The Verge, 

Musk is planning to charge users $19.99 
(over Rs 1600) for the new Twitter Blue 
subscription that brings extra features 
like edit and undo tweets. The Twit-
ter Blue subscription launched widely 
almost a year ago as a way to view ad-
free articles from some publishers and 
make other tweaks to the app, such as a 

different colour home screen icon. 
Under the current plan, verified us-

ers would have 90 days to subscribe or 
lose their blue checkmark. Employees 
working on the project were told that 
they need to meet a deadline of 7 No-
vember to launch the feature or they 

It all started with a missing 
report of an infant in Che-
vayur police station in Ker-
ala. On Saturday morning, 
a 22-year-old woman, the 
mother of an infant, lodged 
a complaint with the police 
station that her baby was 
missing. Due to a family 
dispute, the infant had been 
taken away from the mother. 

Upon the information that 
father may have gone with 
the infant to Bengaluru on 
his way to work, police sta-
tions were informed along 
Wayanad border. The Sultan 
Batheri Police found and de-
tained the father travelling 
with the infant while check-
ing vehicles along the border. 

The police rushed the 
famished and exhausted 
newborn to a hospital. Doc-
tors found the infant’s sugar 

level was low. When a wom-
an cop M.R. Ramya reached 
the hospital, she found the 
baby needed breastfeeding. 
As doctors felt helplessness, 
Ramaya came forward. As 
Ramaya was a lactating 
mother, she fed the infant. In 
the evening, the infant was 
united with the mother. 

Ramya is a native of Chin-
gapuram, Kozhikode, who 
joined the police force four 
years ago. She had complet-

ed her training in the second 
batch of the women’s battal-
ion and served in the fourth 
squad of the Armed Police 
Battalion. She had joined the 
Chevayur police station after 
her maternity leave. Ramya, 
a mother of two, is wife of 
a school teacher Ashwant 
Viswan VR.

Ramya’s gesture has won 
many hearts. Kerala Police 
Chief Anil Kant on Monday 

A survivor of Morbi bridge 
tragedy, while recounting 
the harrowing moment, on 
Monday said that some mis-
chievous children were shak-
ing the ropes of the bridge 
before it came down killing 
about 141 people and injuring 
over 100. 

“It happened around 6.30 
pm. Some 15-20 mischievous 
young kids were shaking the 
ropes of the bridge. Three 
times a noise came from it 
before it collapsed,” said 
Ashwin Mehra, a survivor.

When asked how he sur-
vived the tragedy, he said, “I 
held on to branches of nearby 
trees and eventually escaped. 

Twelve family members of 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
MP from Rajkot Mohanbhai 
Kundariya died in the sus-
pension bridge collapse in-
cident in Gujarat’s Morbi on 
Sunday. 

The Supreme Court on 
Monday expressed concern 
about the ‘two-finger test’ on 
the rape survivors and said 
that anyone conducting such 
tests on the victims shall be 
held guilty of misconduct.

Supreme Court repri-
manded agencies saying this 

practice re-victimises and re-
traumatises the rape victims. 

The order came from a 
bench of justices D.Y. Chand-
rachud and Hima Kohli that 
two-finger examination has 
no scientific basis and is an 
invasive method of exam-
ining rape survivors. The 
two-finger test must not be 
conducted must be banned 
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Eyewitnesses’ accounts 
painted a heart-wrenching 
picture of the tragedy of the 
collapse of the suspension 
bridge in Gujarat’s Morbi 
city on Sunday, which 
claimed over 141 lives in-
cluding that of women and 

children. 
Locals recount how they 

carried the injured, some of 
them lifeless bodies of chil-
dren in their arms, clutching 
onto a vague hope that they 
will somehow make it. A tea 
seller in the vicinity who 
watched with horror the re-
cently renovated 140-year-
old suspension bridge col-

lapse said that people were 
hanging on to the Julto Pul, 
as the bridge is commonly 
known, went down. 

“Everything happened 
within seconds. I saw people 
hanging on to the bridge and 
later falling into the water as 
their grip loosened and they 
slipped into the water. It 

The Delhi Police Crime 
Branch conducted searches 
at the residences of ‘The 
Wire’ founder Siddharth 
Varadarajan and Founding 
Editor M.K. Venu after an 
FIR was registered on BJP 
leader Amit Malviya’s com-
plaint. 

Earlier on Saturday, an 
FIR was registered by the 
Delhi Police against The 

Wire on BJP leader Amit 
Malviya’s complaint alleging 
it “forged documents with a 
view to malign and tarnish 
my reputation.” 

Delhi Police said that it has 
seized electronic devices 
(mobiles, laptops) from the 
residences of Siddharth 
Varadarajan, MK Venu, and 
others. 

No notice was given to 
anyone and no inquiry has 
taken place on Monday. 

Ahead of Himachal Pradesh polls, the state 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leadership ex-
pelled five workers for the next six years for 
independently contesting against other can-
didates.

“BJP’s President in Himachal Pradesh 
Suresh Kashyap has expelled primary mem-
bership of the party’s following workers with 
immediate effect for six years for indepen-
dently contesting against authorized candi-
dates,” said a statement by the BJP.

The list included the names of five leaders: 
former MLA from Kinnaur Tejwant 

16
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Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif 
will be on a two-day 

visit to China from Tuesday. 
He will be meeting Chinese 
President Xi Jinping, his 
counterpart Li Keqiang and 
a host of other senior minis-
ters and officials in Beijing. 
“Pakistan Prime Minister 
Sharif will definitely try to 
use this visit to rake up Kash-
mir in a bid to internation-
alise the issue, seeking Chi-
nese leadership’s reactions in 
favour of Islamabad’s inter-
est,” diplomatic sources told 

The Daily Guardian. “India 
will keep a close eye on this 
visit. Any objectionable re-
marks related to the Kash-
mir issue would be coun-
tered through diplomatic 
channels,” sources added.

“Remarkably, just days 
ahead of Sharif’s visit to Chi-
na, questions on the Kash-
mir issue were raised by 
Pakistani media at a presser 
in Beijing. Indian diplomats 
see it as a well calculated 
attempt to set the agenda 
before Sharif ’s meetings 
with Jinping and Keqiang,” 
sources said. During the 
presser in Beijing, Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesper-

son Mao Ning said that India 
and Pakistan should resolve 
the Kashmir issue through 
dialogue and consultations 
and avoid taking “unilateral 
actions” that could further 
complicate the situation.

According to sources, the 
Pakistan premier would be 
expecting such reactions 
from the Chinese leaders 
that he could use to serve his 
agenda on Kashmir. How-
ever, India has on many oc-
casions in the past unequiv-
ocally rejected third party 
intervention on the Kashmir 
issue, saying that matters re-
lated to the Union Territory 
of Jammu & Kashmir are en-

tirely its internal affairs. The 
Ministry of External Affairs 
has already stated, “Other 
countries including China 
have no locus standi to com-
ment. They should note that 
India refrains from the pub-
lic judgment of their internal 
issues.” This is a clear mes-
sage to China on the Kash-
mir issue, says a diplomat. 
Recently, External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar told 
China’s outgoing ambassa-
dor Sun Weidong that the 
normalisation of India-Chi-
na relations is in the inter-
est of the countries and the 
region. Weidong had made 
a farewell call on Jaishankar 

at South Block. Sources say 
that Weidong returned to 
his country with a categori-
cal message from Jaishan-
kar that Beijing must avoid 
any action that could be 
detrimental to restoration 
of peace between the two 
neighbours. “Obviously, 
the message to China was 
on Kashmir also,” sources 
said. “Any attempt by China 
to interfere in Kashmir just 
to please its all-weather ally 
Pakistan would be coun-
tered by India, and such an 
attempt on Beijing’s part will 
be a setback for the on-going 
process to restore normalcy 
in ties, sources explained.   

Pakistan PM Sharif may rake 
up Kashmir in China 

will be fired. 
The particular report comes a day after Musk in 

a tweet mentioned that Twitter will revise its user 
verification process. However, he did not have any 

detail related to the charges.  “Whole verification process is 
being revamped right now”, Musk tweeted.

However, Union Minister of State for Electronics and Tech-
nology, Rajeev Chandrasekhar refuted such a report: “I do not 
think this is true. This is a challenge for Twitter. They need 
to see how this miscommunication is being circulated on the 
platform. I do not think such reports are true.” 

Medical Detach-
ments mobilized 
out of Dhrang-
dhara, Jamnagar, 

Bhuj by 8.40 pm on Sunday. 
The first Column reached 
at 9.30 pm. After arrival, 
Army columns first started 
crowd control & route clear-
ance from the accident site to 
civil hospital, informed army 
sources. 

The columns immediately 
got into the NDRF, SDRF and 
state fire services boats and 
assisted in search operations. 
Four medical columns assist-
ed in the treatment of survi-
vors in three hospitals--the 
government civil hospital, 
Krishna hospital and Ayush 
hospital. 

Around 40 doctors from 
various health centres, 
Rajkot PDU Hospital and 
Surendranagar Civil Hospital 
started emergency treatment 
of the injured at the Morbi 
Civil Hospital.

After the collapse of the 
bridge, the Rajkot Municipal 
Corporation boat and rescue 

materials including life jack-
ets reached Morbi and started 
the rescue operation.

Emergency ambulances 
from Rajkot, Jamnagar, Jun-
agadh Metropolitan Munici-
pality and Morbi Municipal-
ity were running throughout 
the night to bring the injured 
to the hospital immediately. 
Several private ambulances 
were also involved in the 
rescue operation. Army team 
from Surendranagar joined 
with its three ambulances 
and equipment, informed 

the officials.
Meanwhile, Gujarat chief 

minister’s office announced 
on Monday.  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will visit Mor-
bi on Tuesday, Prime Minister 
Modi, who is in Kevadia said 
that rescue operations were 
underway and there would be 
no laxity in rescue and relief 
efforts. “The Gujarat Govern-
ment has been carrying out 
relief and rescue operations 
since yesterday. Centre too is 
extending all help to the State 
Government,” PM Modi said.

felicitated policewoman Ramya for breastfeeding an infant separated from 
the mother. Kozhikode Chevayur Police Station Civil Police Officer Ramya and 
her family were invited to the police headquarters and she was honoured with a 
certificate of appreciation. 

The police chief said that this act of compassion in treating the famished infant had enhanced 
the reputation of the police force. Touched by her service, High Court judge Devan Ramachan-
dran, who has seen her spontaneity to save the famished infant, had also written a letter to the 
police chief appreciating her work. She was also presented with certificate from the judge by 
the police chief. The certificate mentioned that she represents the best face of the police force.

PM Mo-
di’s statement has 
come in the back-
drop of controver-

sy over the recommendation 
of a parliamentary panel to 
make Hindi the medium of 
instruction in central edu-
cational institutions. Kerala 
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan and Tamil Nadu CM 
MK Stalin had written to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi over the matter. 

PM Modi asked, “What 
would have happened if In-
dia did not have leadership 
like Sardar Patel? What 
would have happened if 
more than 550 princely 
states had not been united? 
If most of our kings had 
not shown the culmination 
of renunciation, then we 
would not have been able 
to imagine the India we are 
seeing today. Sardar Patel 
has achieved this work.” 

forces active to 
divide and Break 
india: pm modi

‘mischievous kids were 
shaking ropes of Bridge’

T. BRAJESH
NEW DELHI

I had my friend Prakash with me and he also 
survived.”

He sustained injuries in his leg and back. He is 
undergoing treatment at a government hospital.

All the injured survivors in of the Morbi bridge collapse in-
cident are admitted to GMERS General Hospital.

was really 
heartwrenching. 
A 7-month preg-
nant woman also 

died in the bridge collapse. 
It shattered me to the core,” 
he said. 

The man who sells tea ev-
ery Sunday near the bridge 
broke down repeatedly as 
he recounted the horror. 
“There were just people dy-
ing everywhere. I tried help-
ing as much as I can. Took 
people to the hospital,” said 
the tea vendor. 

“I have never seen any-
thing like this. There was 
this small kid. We tried res-
cuing her. She spat out a lot 
of water and we were really 
happy that she would sur-
vive, however she soon took 
her last breath in front of 
me as we rushed her to the 
hospital. I was shaken,” he 
added as tears filled his eyes. 

A local woman named 
Hasina Bhen choked up as 
she narrated the dreadful 
incident.

“I never realized when the 

morning dawned. My family 
and I was involved in rush-
ing people to the hospital for 
the whole night. I have given 
both my vehicles to people 
to ferry the injured to hos-
pitals. I have two sons and a 
daughter and both my sons 
have been just helping out 
people and are continuing 
even now.

“It really shook me when I 
carried dead children with 
my own hands as I thought 
of taking them to the hospi-
tal. But they had nothing left 
in them. It broke me. I can’t 
even speak about it.....,” said 
Hasina Bhen as she broke 
down again. 

Others narrated how they 
attempted to rescue those, 
including children who 
were seen clinging on to the 
bridge but they had to stare 
helplessly as they fell into 
the river and either drowned 
or got swept away. Some 
able-bodied people were 
seen climbing up back the 
broken bridge, part of which 
was touching the water. 

on the radar

RAHIL NORA CHOPRA

test of maha-
gatBandhan’s 
unity
The by-elections for the 
two seats in Bihar where 
polling is due for 3 No-
vember has been billed 
as the test of strength for 
the ruling Mahagatband-
han. But Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar might 
stay off campaigning in 
Mokama and Gopalganj 
due to a stomach injury. 
If RJD’s strength in the 
assembly reaches 81, 
then it will not need 
Nitish’s crutches to stay 
in power. It will reach 
the halfway mark. It 
will reach the halfway 
mark of 122 with sup-
port from all the other 
parties in the ruling 
coalition. Former CM 
Jitan Ram Manjhi too 
won’t be campaigning 
for the polls. He has 
also distanced himself 
from campaigning for 
RJD candidates just like 
Nitish. However, Manjhi 
has cited health issues 
as a reason to stay away 
from campaigning. But 
the debate has started in 
the political circle about 
whether everything is 
going well in the Grand 
Alliance?

toeing the line, 
gadkari way
The Union Minister for 
roads, transport, and 
highways Nitin Gadkari 
has finally begun to 
toe the line like other 
BJP leaders. All the 
recent tweets by the 
minister, praising the 
accomplishments of 
the transport sector, 
have phrases such as 
“under the visionary 
leadership of PM Shri 
@narendramodi Ji” 
or “Modi Ji’s vision of 
#AatmnirbharBharat”. 
Gadkari never misses 
a chance to take digs 
at the leadership and 
speak his mind privately 
with journalists. On the 
other hand, BJP leaders 
have been kept on high 
alert mode and are on 
their toes regarding the 
political messaging in 
such transformations.

all out in 
himachal 
The Congress is all set to 
hold a series of Parivar-
tan Pratigya rallies in 
various parts of Himach-
al Pradesh. After Solan, 
Priyanka held a rally in 
Mandi on 31 October, 
which was attended by 
a huge crowd. Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadhra will hold 
four rallies to cover all 
four Lok Sabha con-
stituencies, besides four 
road shows. The rallies 
will also be held in the 
BJP’s pocket boroughs 
of Kangra on 4 Novem-
ber and Hamirpur on 7 
November. The party’s 
star campaigners, 
including Sonia Gandhi, 
Mallikarjun Kharge, 
Rahul Gandhi, Sachin 
Pilot, Bhupesh Baghel, 
and Ashok Gehlot, 
among others, will also 
hold public rallies in the 
state.  The party, how-
ever, is yet to make an 
official announcement 
regarding the schedule 
of Sonia Gandhi and 
Rahul Gandhi’s rallies.

further warning

‘two-finger test’ on rape survivors will 
Be treated as misconduct: sc warns

immedi-
ately.’

The Supreme 
Court bench add-

ed that “the test is based on 
an incorrect assumption that 
a sexually active woman can-
not be raped. Nothing can be 
further from the truth.” 

The Apex court also assert-
ed that any person conduct-
ing such a test will be con-
sidered guilty of misconduct. 
Furthermore, it ordered the 
removal of two-finger test 
from study materials and 
medical books of the medi-
cal colleges as well.

Earlier, the Supreme Court 
had ordered to stop the prac-
tice that two finger test meth-
od is unconstitutional, but it 
continued till date.

The court in its judgment 

said that the evidence of a 
victim’s sexual history is 
not material to the case. The 
bench further expressed 

concern about the two-fin-
gers test stating that it is “re-
grettable” that it (two-finger 
test) is still continued today.

WHAT iS TWo-FingER TEST
Known as the PV (Per Vaginal), the two-finger test refers 
to an intrusive physical examination of a woman’s vagina 
to check if the hymen is intact or not.

It is to be said, ‘two finger test examines the laxity of 
vaginal muscles in order to determine if the woman has 
engaged in or has been subjected to sexual intercourse – a 
proof of virginity. If the fingers slide in easily, the woman 
is presumed to be sexually active and if the fingers fail to 
penetrate or find difficulty in penetrating, then it is pre-
sumed that she has her hymen intact, which is a proof of 
her being a virgin.

WHAT ‘WHo’ HAS SAid
The World Health Organization (WHO) has said that the 
two-finger test cannot prove that a woman is sexually ac-
tive or rape has been done or not. In fact, the United Na-
tions and all its related agencies have called for a ban on 
this practice many times.

pm reviews situation in morBi 
Gandhinagar: Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired 
a high-level meeting at Raj Bhavan, Gandhinagar, on 
Monday to review the situation in Morbi.

The Prime Minister was briefed on the rescue and relief 
operations that have been underway ever since the unfor-
tunate mishap took place in Morbi. All aspects relating to 
the tragedy were discussed. Prime Minister emphasised 
on ensuring that those affected get all possible assis-
tance, a PMO release said. The high-level meeting was 
attended by Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Bhai Patel, 
Home Minister Harsh Sanghavi, Chief Secretary and DGP 
of Gujarat, along with other top officials including from 
the Home Department of the state and Gujarat State 
Disaster Management Authority.

Further investigation 
is going on and necessary 
steps will be taken, added 
the Delhi Police. 

Malviya, who is head of BJP’s Infor-
mation and Technology Cell, had filed 
a criminal complaint against The Wire 
and its top editors with the Special 
Commissioner of Police (Crime) on 
Saturday.  In his complaint, the BJP 
leader had sought registration of FIR 
under sections 420, 468, 469, 471, 500 
r/w 120B and 34 of the Indian Penal 
Code. 

In FIR names mentioned are The 

Wire, its founding editors Siddharth 
Vardarajan, Siddharth Bhatia and MK 
Venu, and Jahnavi Sen, deputy editor 
and executive news producer. 

The complaint had said FIR should 
also be registered against the Founda-
tion of Independent Journalism and 
other unknown persons “for the of-
fences punishable u/s 420 (cheating 
and dishonestly inducing delivery of 
property), 468 (Forgery for purpose 
of cheating), 469 (Forgery for purpose 
of harming reputation), 471 (Using as 
genuine a forged document or elec-
tronic record.), 500 (Punishment for 

Defamation) r/w 120B and 34 of the 
Indian Penal Code, 1860”. 

The complaint to Delhi Police had 
said that “the accused persons have 
with common intention conspired to 
maliciously defame the complainant 
and the BJP by spreading false news to 
the public”. 

The matter pertains to Meta (the par-
ent company that owns Facebook and 
Instagram) stories which were “re-
tracted” by The Wire. It retracted the 
stories after Meta and various other ex-
perts pointed out critical flaws in their 
reporting. 

The personal assistant of the BJP MP 
told news agency that 12 members of the family 
of Kundaria’s sister died in the Morbi bridge col-
lapse incident. “Among the dead, there are five 

children,” he said. Kundariya himself visited the spot in 
Morbi after the mishap and took stock of the rescue opera-
tion. 

Mr Kundariya said the 12 victims of his family included five 
children, four women and three men, all close relatives of his 
elder brother, Kundariya said.
“Four daughters of the brother-in-law of my elder brother, 
the husbands of three of them and five children were killed 
in the accident,” Kundariya said.
“As it was Sunday, they had gone to the picnic spot where 
the tragedy occurred. I reached there half-an-hour after the 
incident took place and have been at the spot since yesterday, 
helping in the rescue work,” the MP added.
“It is very saddening. Machinery are present at the spot to 
pump out the water so that we can figure out the bodies un-
derneath, as there’s a lot of silt. I believe the bridge got over-
loaded and that led to the incident. Many teams engaged in 
rescue,” Kundariya said. 

Singh 
Negi; for-

mer MLA from 
Aani Kishori Lal; 
former MLA from 

Indora Manohar Dhiman; 
Himachal BJP vice president 
from Fatehpur; former MLA 
from Nalagarh KL Thakur. 

The development comes af-
ter reports recently surfaced 
that several BJP candidates 
turned rebellious against the 
party leadership. 

According to reports, 
BJP is encountering reb-
el candidates in three of 

10 seats in CM Jairam 
Thakur’s home district af-
ter 11 candidates withdrew 
their papers in Mandi. 
Gian Chand, ex-Minister 
Roop Singh’s son Abhishek 
and Parveen Sharma filed 
their nomination from 
Nachan, Sundernagar, and 
Mandi respectively after they 
were overlooked during the 
ticket distribution by the saf-
fron party. 

The state is all set to go to 
polls on 12 November, the 
results of which will be de-
clared on 8 December. 

The official statement said that the use 
case for this pilot was settlement of secondary 
market transactions in government securities. 
The use of digital rupee - wholesale segment (e-

rupee-W) is expected to make the inter-bank market more 
efficient, it said, adding that settlement in central bank 
money would reduce transaction costs by pre-empting the 
need for settlement guarantee infrastructure or for collat-
eral to mitigate settlement risk. 
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remembering

Addressing the audience 
during the laying of founda-
tion stones of several proj-
ects worth over Rs 8,000 
crore in Banaskantha’s 
Tharad to strengthen the 
water supply in the district, 
PM Modi also remembered 
the deceased who died after 
the century-old suspension 
bridge collapsed in Gujarat’s 
Morbi on Sunday. “I am very 
distressed after the Morbi 
mishap,” Modi said.

“I was distraught about 
whether to do the develop-
ment programmes or not. 
But because of your love 
and service and the ‘Sans-

kar’ of performing the duty, 
you brought me here with a 
strong heart. Banaskantha 
means the whole of North 
Gujarat,” PM Modi said in a 
breaking voice.

Prime Minister Modi ex-
pressed his deep anguish 
over the Morbi mishap in 

Kevadia. He said that even 
though he is in Kevadia, his 
heart remains connected to 
the victims of the mishap in 
Morbi. “On one hand, there 
is a heart laden with grief, 
while on the other hand, 
there is the path of Karma 
and Kartavya,” he said.

PM gets emotional as he 
mentions Gujarat tragedy
TDG NeTwork 
BANASKANTHA

loss

Foreign envoys and leaders 
on Monday extended their 
deepest condolences to In-
dia on the loss of precious 
lives in the tragic incident of 
the bridge collapse in Morbi, 
Gujarat.

Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida on Monday 
condoled the loss of lives af-
ter a cable bridge collapsed 
in Morbi, Gujarat.

“I am deeply saddened by 
the loss of many precious 
lives due to the collapse of a 
suspension bridge in Guja-
rat, the home state of Prime 
Minister Modi. On behalf 
of the Japanese government 
and people, I would like to 
express our heartfelt con-
dolences to those who lost 
their lives and their bereaved 
families, and I pray for the 
speedy recovery of those 
who were injured,” Kishida 
said in a message of condo-
lence.

Among the ambassadors 
who extended their condo-
lences were Denis Alipov, 
Russian Ambassador to 
India, Emmanuel Lenain, 
Ambassador of France to 
India, Cameron MacKay, 
High Commissioner for 
Canada in India, as well as, 
US Embassy in India. “An 
awful tragedy happened yes-
terday in Morbi! Profound 
condolences to the relatives 
of those many perished, to 
Prime Minister Modi and all 
the people of India and Gu-
jarat! Speedy recovery to the 
injured!” tweeted Alipov.

Earlier, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin expressed 
his condolences to President 
Droupadi Murmu and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi fol-
lowing the Morbi tragedy in 
Gujarat.

“Please accept our most 
sincere condolences on the 
tragic consequences of the 
bridge collapse in the state of 
Gujarat,” read Putin’s state-
ment.

Meanwhile, the US Embas-
sy in India also extended its 
heartfelt condolences to the 
victims and families of this 
terrible tragedy.

“The US Mission in India 
is deeply saddened by the 
news of the collapse of a 
suspension bridge in Morbi, 
Gujarat. Our condolences go 
out to the victims and fami-
lies of this terrible tragedy,” 
tweeted the US Embassy.

France too expressed its 
deepest condolences to the 
bereaved families of the vic-
tims and wished the injured 
a speedy recovery.

“Deeply saddened by the 
loss of lives following the 
tragic incident of #Morbi-
Bridge collapse in #Gujarat. 
France expresses its deepest 
condolences to the bereaved 
families of the victims & 
wishes the injured a speedy 
recovery,” tweeted Lenain.

MacKay also tweeted his 
condolences. “Our hearts 
are breaking for Gujarat,” 
said MacKay.

Foreign leaders and envoys 
express grieF over morbi tragedy 
TDG NeTwork
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in maHarasHtra

Eknath Shinde, the chief 
minister of Maharashtra, 
said on Monday that the state 
would develop more and that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah had already 
assured him of this.

“Prime Minister and Home 
Minister have given assur-
ance that big projects will 
come to Maharashtra. The 
state will further develop,” 
Shinde said, addressing a 
gathering after unveiling a 
special cover of the Indian 
Postal Department on the 
birth anniversary of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel on Na-
tional Unity Day. He termed 

the Birla House a “historic 
place” and said that today is 
a special day as it is the first 
time that any chief minister 
has visited here.

“Today we are here at this 
historic place at the Birla 
House, where Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel and Mahata-
ma Gandhi used to stay. It is 
a special day today as it has 
happened for the first time 
that a chief minister has vis-
ited the place where Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel took his 
last breath,” Shinde said, 
underscoring that Patel had 
made a great contribution to 
India’s freedom.

He said that the “blue-
prints” for India’s indepen-
dence were drawn from the 
Birla House and termed it his 

fortune to be present here for 
the event.

Further in the address, CM 
Shinde also talked about the 
Statue of Unity in Gujarat, 
which reflects the glory of 
the Iron Man of India.

He further assured that 
his “coalition government” 
in Maharashtra would do 
all-round development and 
expressed his desire for an 
“industrialist like Birla” to 
contribute to the state’s pros-
perity.

“Everything was stopped 
due to the Covid pandemic, 
but now the coalition govern-
ment will do all-round devel-
opment of Maharashtra...but 
we want industrialists like 
Birla to play a role in Maha-
rashtra’s prosperity,” he said.

PM, HM assured big projects 
to state: CM Eknath Shinde
TDG NeTwork
MUMBAI

on special occasion

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) on Monday 
declared the ‘Union Home 
Minister’s Special Operation 
Medal-2022’ for four special 
operations conducted by the 
security forces in the areas 
of terrorism, border action, 
arms control, prevention of 
narcotics smuggling and res-
cue operations.

A total of 63 police officers 

having different ranks, from 
constable to additional direc-
tor general of police, have 
been awarded the ‘Union 
Home Minister’s Special Op-
eration Medal-2022’ on Sar-
dar Patel’s birth anniversary. 
Those awarded belonged 
to three states (Telangana, 
Punjab, and Maharashtra) 
and the Union Territories of 
Jammu and Kashmir, as well 
as Delhi. All were part of four 
special operations conducted 
on different occasions.

The  MHA said  in  a 
statement,”The ‘Union 
Home Minister’s Special Op-
eration Medal’ for the year 
2022 has been awarded for 
4 special operations.”

The award was declared 
when the country was cel-
ebrating a large-scale ‘Run 
For Unity’ event to mark the 
birth anniversary of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, who is 
known as the Iron Man of 
India. On July 23, 2018, the 
‘Union Home Minister’s Spe-

cial Operation Medal’ was 
conferred on state and Union 
Territory (UT) Police Forces, 
Central Police Organizations 
(CPOs), Central Armed Po-
lice Forces (CAPFs), and 
security organisations 
throughout India to recog-
nize only those operations, 
which have a high degree of 
planning, high significance 
for the security of the coun-
try, state, and UT, and have 
a significant impact on the 
security of large sections of 

the society.
The award is conferred for 

special operations in areas 
such as terrorism, border 
action, arms control, preven-
tion of narcotics smuggling, 
and rescue operations.

All recommendations for 
the award are sent to the 
MHA within three months 
of the special operation.

A committee in MHA 
screens all the nominations 
and recommends them for 
the award. Every year, the 

Director Intelligence Bureau 
is a member of the selection 
committee chaired by the 
Home Secretary, and two 
Directors General of Police 
of states and UTs rotate in 
alphabetical order, as does 
one Director General of a 
CAPF (larger organisations 
are given preference). The 
Union Home Minister is the 
competent authority to ap-
prove the final list of award-
ees recommended by the Se-
lection Committee of MHA.

A certificate (scroll) signed 
by the Union Home Minister 
is awarded to each winner 
along with the medal.

The award is announced 
on October 31 every year. In 
a year, normally three special 
operations are considered 
for the award in extraor-
dinary circumstances. In 
exceptional circumstances, 
the award may be given to 
five special operations only 
to encourage state and UT 
police.

MHA declares special ops medal on Sardar Patel’s birth anniversary
TDG NeTwork
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cross border over tHe internet

Jammu and Kashmir Director General of Police Dilbagh 
Singh has asserted that Pakistan has now started a “new 
game” of smuggling weapons and narcotics through drones.

Addressing the mediapersons in Srinagar on Monday, DGP 
Dilbagh Singh said that the “nefarious designs” of Pakistan 
are not hidden from anybody. “Pakistan’s nefarious designs 
are not hidden from anybody. In the past few years, they 
have started playing a new game of using drones to smuggle 
weapons, narcotics and improvised explosive devices (IED),” 
DGP Dilbagh Singh said, adding that these are attempts by 
the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) terror outfit in collaboration with 
Pakistani agencies.

He further said that the force always counters the drones 
that neighbouring Pakistan tries to send to the Indian Ter-
ritory.

He said, “Pakistan is now trying to send ammunition and 
narcotics through drones, but we always counter them, and 
last night one more drone was shot down in the Jammu area. 

Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar said that social me-
dia platforms do self-proclaim that they have content display 
policies but they also have “algorithm power” in play. “More 
early or deeper red flagging of fake news based on known mo-
dus operandi and genres.”

His remarks came while addressing the inaugural ceremony 
of the two-day international conference on the theme “Role, 
Framework, and Capacity of Election Management Bodies”. 

Kumar stressed the intersection of EMBs’ functioning with 
social media platforms. 

He added that social media platforms do self-proclaim that 
they have content display policies, but they also have “algo-
rithm power” in play. “More early or deeper red flagging of fake 
news based on known modus operandi and genres is not an 
unfair expectation from the EMBs,” he underscored. 

Kumar added that such a proactive approach to counter-
ing fake news will facilitate credible electoral outcomes and 
will help preserve the “freedoms” that social media platforms 
require to thrive. In his keynote address at the inaugural cer-
emony, the CEC said that "Free, fair, inclusive, accessible, and 
inducement-free elections being a cornerstone of a democratic 
polity, is a precondition to peace and developmental divi-
dends."

pakistan smuggling 
weapons tHrougH 
drones: J-k dgp

ec wants social media platForms 
to proactively redFlag Fake news
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criticism

Rajasthan Chief Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot on 
Monday expressed 

grief over the loss of lives in 
the Morbi bridge collapse in 
Gujarat and demanded a fair 
investigation into the matter.

CM Gehlot called the inci-
dent of the bridge collapse in 
Morbi very tragic. “The gov-
ernment should do a fair in-
vestigation and find out how 
the bridge collapsed after 
being open after renovation 
a few days ago and punish 
the culprits. Good treatment 
should be provided to the 
injured and the families of 
the deceased should be giv-
en compensation,” said CM 
Gehlot.

Earlier, Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge also ex-
pressed grief over the loss 
of lives in the Morbi bridge 
collapse in Gujarat even as he 
raised questions on the col-
lapse of the bridge that was 
opened last week. The Con-
gress chief also demanded an 
inquiry into the mishap.

“I offer my condolences. 
An inquiry headed by a re-
tired Supreme Court or High 
Court judge should be con-
ducted as to how the bridge 
collapsed after five to six days 
after it was inaugurated and 
who allowed so many people 
there. All the necessary help, 
including compensation 
should be provided to vic-
tims,” said Kharge.

Kharge, who took charge of 
the Congress Party last week, 
said that leaders from his par-
ty will be reaching Morbi and 
will offer their assistance.

“Congress leaders have 
reached there. Rajasthan CM 
Ashok Gehlot also reaching 
there. We will try to help. We 
do not want to do any politics 

in this and we do not want 
to blame anyone right now. 
When the inquiry report 
comes out we will see when 
that happens,” Kharge said.

Earlier, Congress members 
offered two minutes of silence 
for those who died in Morbi 
while also paying tribute to 
Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel on 
his birth anniversary.

“54th day of #BharatJodoY-
atra began at Shadnagar at 
530am. Bharat Yatris paid 
floral tributes to Sardar Pa-
tel & Indira Gandhi, and then 
observed 2-minute silence in 
memory of those who died in 
the Morbi suspension bridge 
tragedy in Gujarat,” Jairam 
Ramesh tweeted.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar expressed grief over 
the loss of lives in the Morbi 
bridge collapse in Gujarat.

CM Kumar has also de-
manded an inquiry into the 
mishap. “It is a sad incident. 
Many people have died. It 
was an old bridge which 
was repaired recently. Gov-
ernment should look into 
it,” Bihar Chief Minister told 
media people.

In the wake of the collapse 
of the bridge in Gujarat’s 

Morbi, Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal has can-
celled all his programmes, 
including the scheduled 
roadshow in Haryana’s Ad-
ampur, for the upcoming 
bypoll in the assembly seat.

The Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) chief Kejriwal’s two-
day visit to Gujarat concluded 
on Sunday. The Adampur 
Assembly seat fell vacant af-
ter Congress MLA Kuldeep 
Bishnoi resigned from his 
traditional seat and joined 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP). The AAP is attempting 
to gain a foothold in Haryana, 
and is targeting the Adam-
pur byelection as well as the 
state’s upcoming Panchayat 
and Zila Parishad elections.

“Very sad news is coming 
from Gujarat. Many people 
are reported to have fallen 
into the river due to the col-
lapse of the bridge in Morbi. 
I pray to God for their life and 
health,” tweeted Kejriwal on 
Sunday after the collapse of 
the 230-metre-long suspen-
sion bridge in Morbi.

According to the latest re-
ports, the death toll in the 
mishap had gone up to 132 
on Monday morning. Gu-

jarat Home Minister Harsh 
Sanghavi said that a criminal 
case has been registered in 
connection with the incident.

“An investigation has be-
gun today under the leader-
ship of Range IGP,” Sanghavi 
said. “Everyone worked all 
through the night. The Navy, 
NDRF (National Disaster 
Relief Force), Air Force, and 
Army arrived at the spot 
quickly. More than 200 peo-
ple have worked the entire 
night for search and rescue 
operations,” Sanghavi said.

As per officials, teams 
including the Army, Navy, 
Air Force, NDRF, and Fire 
Brigade conducted a search 
operation throughout the 
night to rescue people who 
had fallen into the Macchu 
River after the bridge col-
lapsed.

After the incident, Chief 
Minister Bhupendrabhai Pa-
tel, Minister of State for Home 
Affairs Harshbhai Sanghvi, 
Minister Brijeshbhai Merja, 
and Minister of State Shri 
Arvindbhai Raiyani reached 
the incident spot at midnight 
and personally observed the 
rescue operation and gave 
directions.

opposition lambasts 
government over morbi 
bridge tragedy 
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National Disaster response Force (NDrF) personnel conduct a rescue operation after a cable 
bridge collapsed in the Machchhu river, in Morbi on Monday.

top of the day

Foreigner Held 
witH Heroin 
wortH rs 69 cr
NEW DELHI: The air 
customs at Indira Gandhi 
International Airport in 
New Delhi seized heroin 
valued at Rs 69.95 Cr from 
a Belize national on Sun-
day. In a statement, Joint 
Commissioner of Customs 
(IGI Airport) Nisha Gupta 
said that the woman pas-
senger arrived from Jo-
hannesburg via Doha. The 
contraband was concealed 
in the false bottom of a 
stroll bag being carried by 
her. The passenger has 
been arrested under the 
NDPS Act. The statement 
reads that on the basis of 
profiling, one passenger 
(Belize National) arrived 
on Sunday at terminal-3 
of IGI airport in New Delhi 
by flight no. QR 578 from 
Doha. She was intercepted 
by customs officers at the 
airport. Subsequently, on 
thorough checking of his 
baggage, certain material 
was found to be secreted 
in the false bottom and top 
of the trolley bag. 

ranipur in 
up gets tiger 
reserve status
RANIPUR: Ranipur Tiger 
Reserve in Uttar Pradesh 
has become the 53rd tiger 
reserve in India. “Happy to 
inform you that Ranipur 
Tiger Reserve in UP has 
become the 53rd tiger 
reserve in India,” Union 
environment minister 
Bhupender Yadav tweeted. 

“Spread over 529.36 sq km 
(core area of 230.32 sq km 
and buffer area of 299.05 
sq km), the new tiger 
reserve will strengthen our 
tiger conservation efforts,” 
the tweet said. This is part 
of the central govern-
ment’s efforts toward tiger 
conservation. 

Hc issues notice 
on plea oF liquor 
vendor 
NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
High Court on Monday 
issued notice to the 
Excise Department on 
a plea moved by a liquor 
vendor challenging 
the monetary penalty 
imposed on it. The pe-
titioner has challenged 
the penalty imposed by 
the Excise Department 
on the ground of gaps 
in scanning of bottles at 
the time of sale. Justice 
Yashwant Varma issued 
notice to the Deputy 
Excise Commissioner on 
the plea moved by the 
Beacon Metals (India) 
Pvt. Ltd. 

odisHa vigilance 
ranked no. 1 in 
country
BHUBANESHWAR: 
Odisha Chief Minister 
Naveen Patnaik Monday 
virtually administered 
the 'Integrity Pledge' to 
all officers of the state on 
the occasion of Vigilance 
Awareness Week. "I am 
delighted to know that 
Odisha Vigilance has 
been ranked number 1 
in the country as per the 
latest NCRB data," the 
CM said. Joining the 
state-level function on 
the occasion of Vigilance 
Awareness Week on a 
virtual platform, Chief 
Minister Naveen Patnaik 
said, "I am delighted to 
know that in the area of 
detection and registration 
of disproportionate assets 
cases, Odisha Vigilance 
has ranked number 1 in 
the country as per the 
latest NCRB data."



The air quality of the national capital remained “very poor” 
as the System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting and 
Research (SAFAR) calculated its quality index at 342 on 
Monday.

The air quality index for the day has been marginally lower 
than the recorded AQI level of 350 on Sunday. In the area 
near Delhi University, the AQI has been recorded at 372 un-
der the ‘very poor’ category. Meanwhile, SAFAR recorded it 
as “very poor” at 362 in the Lodhi Road area.

Meanwhile, the Pusa area was also in the “very poor” cat-
egory with an AQI level of 340.

The AQI at Mathura Road, IGI Airport Terminal 3, and IIT 
Delhi also felt “very poor” quality of air with the levels at 358, 
336, and 322.Notably, the air quality level in Delhi was in the 
“very poor” category on Sunday as well.

The air quality had been deteriorating in the national capital 
before Diwali, but it increased further as people burnt fire-
crackers here and because of the stubble burning in Punjab, 
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Rajasthan in the winter, its 
fumes and pollutants move across cities.

Stubble burning has turned worse across Punjab, giving no 
hope of improvement in Delhi’s air quality index (AQI) as the 
capital gasps for clean air.

Increasing incidents of stubble burning in Punjab this year 
have become a source of serious concern, with the Union En-
vironment Ministry warning that the AQI is likely to worsen 
because only 45-50 percent of the state’s sown area had been 
harvested as of October 24.

Sources in the Environment Ministry had told ANI that the 
contribution of stubble burning to the adverse air quality in 
Delhi and the National Capital Region has been increasing 
sharply and is about 18-20 per cent currently, with the trend 
only likely to increase further.
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REGULATION 

The Centre on Mon-
day told the Supreme 
Court that the gov-

ernment might make chang-
es to the sedition law under 
section 124 (A) of the Indian 
Penal Code in the upcom-
ing winter session of Parlia-
ment.

The apex court was hear-
ing the pleas challenging the 
sedition law.

The apex court also is-
sued notice to the Centre 
on some pleas challenging 
the sedition law. The Chief 
Justice of India Uday Umesh 
Lalit-led apex court posted 
the matters challenging the 
constitutional validity of the 
sedition law for hearing in 
January’s second week.

Section 124A of the Indian 
Penal Code criminalizes the 
offence of sedition.

Earlier in May, the Su-
preme Court gave directions 

that the controversial sedi-
tion law would be on hold 
till the government reviews 
it and those in jail can ap-
proach courts for bail.

The Supreme Court had 
ordered that Section 124A 
of the Indian Penal Code, 
which criminalizes the of-
fence of sedition, be kept 
in abeyance till the govern-
ment’s exercise of reviewing 
the law is complete.

A bench of then Chief Jus-
tice of India NV Ramana, 

Justices Surya Kant, and 
Hima Kohli also asked the 
Central government and 
States not to register any 
cases under Section 124A.

The bench added that if 
such cases are registered in 
the future, the parties are at 
liberty to approach the court 
and the court has to expedi-
tiously dispose of the same.

The apex court has also 
said that those already 
booked under Section 124A 
IPC and are in jail can ap-

proach the concerned courts 
for bail.

“It would be appropri-
ate to put the provision on 
abeyance,” the bench had 
ordered.

The apex court, while al-
lowing the central govern-
ment to re-examine and 
reconsider the provisions 
of Section 124A, said that it 
would be appropriate not to 
use the provision of law till 
further re-examination is 
over.
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GOvT mAy bRING chANGEs IN 
sEdITION LAw, cENTRE TELLs sc

New Delhi covered in smog.

B.S. Yediyurappa

Uma Bharti

pOLLUTION 

dELhI AIR REmAINs 
‘vERy pOOR’ wITh 
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pETITION 

SC to hear pleas 
challenging validity of 
CAA on 6 December 

The Supreme Court on 
Monday posted for hear-
ing on 6 December a batch 
of petitions challenging the 
Citizenship (Amendment) 
Act (CAA), 2019.

A bench of Chief Justice of 
India UU Lalit and Justices 
S Ravindra Bhat and Bela M 
Trivedi granted two weeks 
to the Assam and Tripura 
governments to file their re-
sponses to the pleas. It also 
appointed two lawyers as 
nodal counsel in the batch 
of cases challenging the va-
lidity of the Act.

Advocate Pallavi Pratap, 
advocate for petitioner In-
dian Union Muslim League 
(IUML), and advocate Kanu 
Agrawal, counsel for the 
Central government, were 
nominated as nodal counsel 
to prepare a compilation of 

all relevant documents.At 
least 220 petitions against 
the CAA were filed before 
the top court.

The CAA was passed by 
Parliament on 11 December, 
2019 and it was met with 
protests all across the coun-
try. 

A Kerala-based politi-
cal party, the Indian Union 
Muslim League (IUML), 
Trinamool Congress MP 
Mahua Moitra, Congress 
leader and former union 
minister Jairam Ramesh, 
All India Majlis-E-Ittehadul 
Muslimeen (AIMIM) leader 
Asaduddin Owaisi, Con-
gress leader Debabrata 
Saikia, NGOs Rihai Manch 
and Citizens Against Hate, 
Assam Advocates Asso-
ciation, and law students, 
among others, had filed a 
plea before the top court 
challenging the Act.

In 2020, the Kerala gov-

ernment also filed a suit in 
the apex court, becoming 
the first state to challenge 
the CAA.

The law fast-tracks the 
process of granting citi-
zenship to Hindus, Sikhs, 
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis, 
and Christians who fled 
religious persecution in Af-
ghanistan, Bangladesh, and 
Pakistan and took refuge in 
India on or before Decem-
ber 31, 2014.

The top court had earlier 
issued notice to the Centre 
and refused to pass an in-
terim order staying the law 
without hearing from the 
Centre. 

The Centre had filed its af-
fidavit before the apex court 
saying that the CAA Act is a 
“benign piece of legislation” 
which does not affect the 
“legal, democratic or secu-
lar rights” of any Indian 
citizen.
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AdULT FRANchIsE 

ApEx cOURT NOTIcE 
TO cENTRE, Ec ON pIL 
bAckING pRIsONERs’ 
RIGhT TO vOTE

The Supreme Court on 
Monday issued notice to the 
Centre on a plea challeng-
ing Section 62(5) of the Rep-
resentation of People Act, 
which deprives prisoners of 
their right to vote.

A bench of Chief Justice of 
India UU Lalit and Justices 
S Ravindra Bhat and Bela M 
Trivedi sought a response 
from the government and 
Election Commission of In-
dia.  

The Public Interest Liti-
gation (PIL) filed by Aditya 
Prasanna Bhattacharya 
pointed out that the wording 
of Section 62(5) uses “con-
finement” as the yardstick, 
thereby creating several 
anomalies.

Bhattacharya, filing the 
plea in 2019, challenged 

62(5) of the Representa-
tion of the People Act 1951, 
which deprives any person 
confined to a prison of the 
right to vote at any election.

“No person shall vote at 
any election if he is confined 
in a prison, whether under a 
sentence of imprisonment or 
transportation or otherwise, 
or is in the lawful custody 
of the police,” the section 
states.

The petitioner has argued 
that the section did not spec-
ify if, under trial, a detained 
person or a person out on 
bail can exercise their uni-
versal adult franchise.

The provision operates 
as a blanket ban, as it lacks 
any kind of reasonable 
classification based on the 
nature of the crime com-
mitted or the duration of 
the sentence imposed, the 
petition stated.
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INTERIm ORdER 

cONTROvERsIAL cLAIms

SC extends stay on proceedings against 
former Karnataka CM Yediyurappa 

IT mAy hAppEN NExT TImE ThAT IF I cOmE, ThE 
LIqUOR shOps wILL GET cLOsEd: UmA bhARTI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day extended its interim or-
der on stay on proceedings 
against former Karnataka 
Chief Minister B.S. Yediy-
urappa in a corruption com-
plaint till further orders.

The court also asked that 
the State of Karnataka be 
impleaded as a party in the 
matter. 

A bench of justices DY 
Chandrachud and Hima 
Kohli directed that notice 
be served to the newly im-
pleaded party, the State of 
Karnataka.

Meanwhile, the court said 
that the interim order was 
extended till further orders.

The top court earlier stayed 

the proceedings against for-
mer Karnataka Chief Min-
ister B S Yediyurappa on a 

corruption complaint.
Former Karnataka Chief 

Minister B S Yediyurappa 
has challenged the Karnata-
ka High Court order which 
restored a bribery complaint 
filed against him and others 
under the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act.

Yediyurappa’s petition was 
filed by advocate-on-record 
Kush Chaturvedi.

The Karnataka High Court 
on 7 September restored the 
bribery complaint against 
former chief minister B S 
Yediyurappa, his son B Y 
Vijayendra and others. The 
Karnataka HC order had 
come on the complainant T.J. 
Abraham’s plea challenging 
a lower court order.

“The High Court also erred 
in holding that the statutory 

protection granted to public 
servants under Section 17A 
of the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act, 1988 would not be 
an embargo on the power of 
the Ld. Magistrate/Special 
Court to order investigation 
under Section 156(3),” the 
plea said.

The plea further added that 
the High Court ought not to 
have passed the direction in 
the face of an order passed 
by a high constitutional au-
thority such as the Gover-
nor, moreso without valid 
reasoning.

According to the com-
plaint, Yediyurappa used his 
influence to obtain contracts 
in government departments, 
release funds from govern-
ment departments, and ex-
pedite clearances.

Former Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister and BJP lead-
er Uma Bharti said that she 
will create such conditions 
regarding the liquor ban 
within the next six months 
to a year that all the officials 
and the administration will 
be afraid.

She made the remark while 
speaking to the media in 
Madhya Pradesh’s Chhatar-
pur district on Monday. 
Bharti said, “Bhay Bin Preet 

Na Hoye (No love without 
fear). It may happen next 
time that if I come, the liquor 
shops will get closed.”

“I don’t want shops to 
close on my arrival and re-
open after my departure. I 
want a decision or policy to 
be made that these shops 
are shut permanently. It is 
not mean that I consider 
myself a Tees Maar Khan. I 
actually wanted to be a 60 
Maar Khan (double one),” 
she added.

Besides, Bharti also said 
that those who consume 

alcohol themselves want to 
leave it. They were not con-
suming it by choice, they 
were forced to drink due to 
addiction, she said.

She said the government is 
helping people quit drinking 
in rural areas. 

She said, “The govern-
ment is running a drug de-
addiction campaign. The 
MLAs have been instructed. 
The Chief Minister is talking 
about it in his speeches and 
he is administering an oath 
to the people for the same,” 
she said.
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IN ThE cApITAL

bJp’s NAmO cybER wARRIORs TO 
TAkE ON AAp IN mcd pOLLs

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) will be introducing 
NaMo Cyber Yoddha (NCY), 
an online volunteer cam-
paign-cum-initiative ahead 
of the civic polls in Delhi. Ac-
cording to the BJP, NCY will 
be a platform for those who 
are not necessarily into poli-
tics but want to raise their 
voice on important issues. 
It will be volunteer-driven. 
Around 50,000 NaMo cyber 
warriors will be galvanised 
over a period of one month.

The party said thousands 
of people are influenced by 
the ideology of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and his 
mission of service, develop-
ment and ‘sabka saath’.

Though the BJP is prepar-
ing to launch the NaMo Cy-
ber Yoddha campaign, the 
most important question 
is whether NCY helps the 
party to garner votes in its 
favour in MCD elections.

Shehzad Poonawalla, BJP 
national spokesperson and 
in-charge of Delhi’s social 
media and digital campaign, 
said, “NaMo Cyber Yoddha 
is an army of motivated 
volunteers that will help to 
expose the lies and wrong-
doings of the AAP govern-
ment in Delhi and counter 
their campaign with facts 
and truth.”

Poonawalla further said 
NCY will be launched soon. 
At the launch event, Delhi 
BJP president Adesh Gupta, 
Leader of Opposition in the 

Delhi Legislative Assembly 
Rambir Bidhuri, Chief of 
Election Management Cam-
paign Ashish Sood, Shahzad 
Poonawalla and BJP MPs 
from Delhi will be present.

In the run up to municipal 
elections in Delhi, the BJP 
and AAP have come face to 
face.

The BJP has been accusing 
the Arvind Kejriwal govern-
ment of being corrupt. The 
BJP alleged that in the last 8 
years, the AAP government 
has completely failed on ev-
ery front and has been the 
most corrupt government in 
the history of Delhi.

“From liquor to hawala 
and bus to electricity sub-
sidy-AAP is a government 
of scams. AAP runs propa-
ganda and advertisements 
to hide its failures. There 
has been a 420 per cent in-
crease in spending. People 
understood the reality of 
their ‘world class model’,” 
said Poonawalla.

The BJP leader said AAP 
claims a world-class educa-
tion model but cannot name 
10 new colleges.

“They cannot show the 7 
new hospitals they were go-
ing to build. Yamuna river is 
getting polluted continuous-
ly and, as a result, we have 
been denied the opportunity 
to perform Chhath puja on 
its ghats,” he said.

Poonawalla said the air 
quality in Delhi has been 
deteriorating but no action 
has been taken on stubble 
burning or pollution other 
than blaming Diwali and 

firecrackers.
Attacking the AAP fur-

ther, BJP MP Manoj Tiwari 
said that “Various AAP 
leaders have targeted Hindu 
faith. Hundreds of crores of 
rupees have been spent on 
salaries of Waqfs and Imams 
to please a vote bank but 
no money spent on ASHA 
workers, teachers and free 
coaching of SC/ST/OBC 
students.”Amid these allega-
tions and counter-allegation 
politics, the BJP’s Namo Cy-
ber Yoddha campaign is be-
lieved to make the Delhi Mu-
nicipal Corporation election 
more interesting.

Earlier this month, the 
total number of civic body 
poll wards in the national 
capital was reduced from 
272 to 250 following a noti-
fication issued by the Min-
istry of Home on Tuesday 
pertaining to the redrawing 
of wards of the Delhi civic 
body, the Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi (MCD).

After the ‘delimitation’ of 
MCD wards by the central 
government, the total num-
ber of wards in the MCD will 
amount to 250, of which 42 
have been decided to be re-
served.

Elections are expected 
soon after the final delimita-
tion order is issued.

Notably, AAP Delhi raised 
concerns that there is no 
equal distribution of the 
population in the delimita-
tion of wards. AAP leaders 
had also lodged their objec-
tion by meeting with the 
state election officials.
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top of the day
mOhd ZUbAIR 
dENIEs pOLIcE 
dIscLOsURE 
ThEORIEs 
NEW DELHI: Alt News 
Founder Mohd Zubair 
through an affidavit told 
Delhi High Court that 
the theories attributed 
to him by Delhi Police 
are false and baseless. 
Mohd Zubair, through 
an affidavit filed in the 
Delhi High Court, stated 
that a series of false and 
concocted theories have 
been attributed to him as 
disclosures, and the same 
is denied and rejected as 
false, wrong, concocted, 
and baseless. He stated 
that he did not make any 
such disclosure during the 
course of the investiga-
tion. The affidavit further 
stated that, “I (Mohd 
Zubair) categorically and 
specifically deny that in 
order to gain popularity I 
post content that triggers 
religious sentiments. I 
am a fact checker and 
I post content on social 
media debunking fake 
news, misinformation 
and disinformation of all 
kind, and my work is not 
limited to any particular 
kind of posts, nor do I post 
content for popularity or 
any other material gain.”

mps spAR IN 
cOmmERcE pANEL 
OvER wEAkENING 
RUpEE
NEW DELHI: At its first 
meeting since the ap-
pointment of Congress 
leader Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi as chairman, the 
Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Commerce 
on Monday discussed 
various issues that are to 
be taken up by the panel in 
the coming year. Singhvi 
suggested that the com-
mittee should take up the 
issue of the rupee weak-
ening against the dollar 
and its impact on trade 
and commerce activities. 
Members of Parliament 
from Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) argued that 
the suggestion to discuss 
weakening rupee was 
preposterous as it was a 
dynamic situation and the 
issue also has a historical 
legacy, and if, in the near 
future, the value of the 
rupee appreciates, the 
whole exercise taken up 
by the committee would 
turn futile.

cOURT ExTENds 
JUdIcIAL cUsTOdy 
OF pARThA 
chATTERJEE FOR 
14 dAys
A Special CBI Court 
on Monday extended 
judicial custody of 
West Bengal former 
Education Minister 
Partha Chatterjee along 
with ex-officials for 14 
days in connection with 
the WBSSC Scam. The 
former state education 
minister was produced in 
the CBI court, Alipore in 
connection with the West 
Bengal School Service 
Commission Scam. 
The court rejected the 
application for a virtual 
appearance of Partha 
Chatterjee and ordered 
his physical presence 
on Monday. The Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) filed a charge 
sheet against 12 people 
including the former 
chairman of WBCSSC 
Subiresh Bhattachary 
in connection with 
the alleged illegal 
appointment of assistant 
teachers.
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With BJP’s star campaign-
ers aggressively cam-
paigning on Sunday, Ut-
tarakhand Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami said 
that a newly developed In-
dia is being made under PM 
Modi’s leadership.

“Under PM Modi’s lead-
ership, a newly developed 
India is being made. To-
day India has the power 
to show direction to the 
world. Development works 
are happening in Himachal 
Pradesh. PM Modi has a 
special attachment to hilly 
states, “ said Uttarakhand 
CM Union Minister Anurag 
Thakur, while address-
ing a press conference, on 
Saturday, highlighted the 
achievements of the state 
BJP government and fol-
lowed it up with a scathing 
critique of the Delhi CM 
Kejriwal and the Congress 
party.

“We brought inflation 
under control and slashed 
fuel prices in the BJP-ruled 
states but they didn’t go 
down in Congress-ruled 
states,” Union Minister An-
urag Thakur said address-
ing a press conference in 
Himachal Pradesh’s Shimla 
days before the state assem-
bly polls.

Adding further he said, 
“Congress only makes false 
promises, such as when 
they promised a farm loan 
waiver. That is something 
they could not deliver in 
Punjab, Rajasthan, and 
Chhattisgarh.”

He further said in his ad-
dress that the BJP has en-
sured good governance in a 
state continuously where it 
seems difficult to run a gov-
ernment for even two-and-
a-half years. Comparing the 
tenure of the governance of 
BJP and Congress in Him-
achal Pradesh, Thakur also 
asserted that they (BJP) fo-
cus more on development 
while the Congress only 
complains and protests. He 
said that the BJP has a clean 
image and hence can move 
with the head held high.

Union Home Minister 
and BJP leader Amit Shah 
will hit battleground Him-
achal and address a total of 
six rallies in two days. The 

Union Home Minister will 
be in the poll-bound state 
of Himachal Pradesh on the 
1st & 2nd of November.

On November 1, Shah will 
be holding three rallies-- in 
Chamba, Mandi, and the 
capital city Shimla. Shah 
will also hold three rallies 
on November 2 in Hamir-
pur Dharamsala and Solan.

The battle in Himachal is 
between the incumbent BJP 
government led by Jairam 
Thakur and the opposition 
Congress.

The state which has 68 as-
sembly constituencies goes 
to polls on 12 November in a 
single-phase election. 15 as-
sembly constituencies fall 
in Kangra, 10 in Mandi, and 
five in Chamba. The BJP has 
been in power and will seek 
to repeat the term in the hill 
state from where the party’s 
national president JP Nad-
da and Union Information 
& Broadcasting Minister 
Anurag Thakur hail.

Himachal Elections, 413 
contenders are trying their 
luck for 68 Assembly seats 
in hill state. The five rich-
est contestants are from the 
BJP and the Congress, out of 
which 1 is from the BJP and 4 
are from the grand old party. 
Other than the election news 
these rich candidates are also 
talk of town. As the voting 
day is 12 days away, voters 
are keen to know everything 
about the contestants who 
could make their future safe. 
If we talk about the richest in 
this, then BJP is at number 
one. There are 4 leaders of 
Congress in the list of other 
top 5 nobles.

Vikramaditya Singh, son of 
6-time Chief Minister of the 
state, Virbhadra Singh, is also 
named in the list of top 5 rich-
est candidates in the state. At 
the same time, the son of for-
mer Assembly Speaker BBL 
Butail is also the fifth richest 
candidate. It is not only about 
money, these candidates are 
also quite fond of expensive 
and luxury vehicles. They 
have expensive vehicles like 
Fortuner, Mercedes and 
Range Rover.

BALBIR VERMA THE 
RICHEST AMONGST 
THE FOUR

Balbir Verma alias Bitu, BJP 
MLA from Chopal in Him-
achal, is the richest candidate 
in the assembly elections. He 
has assets of 1.25 billion. It 
has immovable assets worth 
Rs 121.40 crore and movable 
assets worth Rs 4.31 crore. 
His ancestral property is only 
worth Rs 18 crore. The rest he 
has made himself from the 
business of horticulture and 
property. He is also fond of 
luxury vehicles. According to 
the election affidavit, he has 
Mercedes Benz

RAGHUVEER BALI IS 
NO LESS

In the list of richest candi-
dates, Congress candidate 
from Nagrota is Raghuveer 
Singh Bali. He is the son of 
former minister GS Bali. 
They have total assets of 1.04 
billion (1034245068) includ-
ing movable and immovable. 
He has a total of 6 vehicles 
including Mercedes.

VIKRAMADITYA AT 
NUMBER THREE 
AMONG THE RICH

Vikramaditya, the son of 
Virbhadra Singh, who was 
the Chief Minister of Hi-
machal 6 times, is also no 
less in terms of wealth. He 
is the third richest among 

the candidates. He has total 
movable and immovable 
assets of 1.02 billion. Also 
there is a Nexa, Ford En-
deavor and Fortuner car.

RAJNEESH KIMTA 
IS FOND OF LUXURY 
VEHICLES

Congress candidate Ra-
jneesh Kimta is at number 
four from Chopal. He has 
movable and immovable 
assets worth Rs 31.25 crore. 
Kimta also has gold worth 
Rs 25 lakh. The wife also has 
jewelery worth 65 lakhs. At 
the same time, Kimta is also 
fond of expensive and lux-
ury vehicles. He has Honda 
City, Fortuner, Mercedes, 
JCB and top model Innova 
car worth Rs 80 lakh.

ASHISH BULLET 5TH 
RICHEST IN THE STATE

Ashish Bullet, son of for-
mer Himachal Assembly 
Speaker BBL Bullet, is the 
fifth richest candidate in the 
state. They have total mov-
able and immovable assets 
of 30.26 crores. It has an-
cestral property worth Rs 
27,04,41,759. According to 
the election affidavit, Ash-
ish Bullet has 2 Scooties, 
an Innova, Thar and a For-
tuner car.

HIMACHAL POLLS IN HIMACHAL ELECTIONS

INDIA DEVELOPING UNDER 
PM’S LEADERSHIP: DHAMI

FOUR RICHEST CANDIDATES 
COME FROM CONGRESS
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A Delhi court granted transit 
remand of gangster Deepak 
Tinu in connection with sing-
er Sidhu Moosewala’s murder 
case, who had fled from the 
custody of the Mansa crime 
investigation agency, to the 
Punjab Police on Monday.
Additional Sessions Judge 
Sanjay Khanagwal on Mon-
day allowed the Punjab Po-
lice’s plea seeking transit 
remand of Deepak Tinu and 
directed them to produce him 
before the concerned court 
of Mansa District of Punjab. 
Tinu was then produced by 
the Special cell on Monday, 
after the remand days granted 
to him ended last week.
The Delhi Police’s Special Cell 
nabbed gangster Deepak Tinu 
from Rajasthan’s Ajmer last 
week after he escaped from 
the custody of Punjab police 
on October 1.

According to the special cell, 
Deepak Tinu was arrested 
near the India-Pakistan bor-
der of Rajasthan, directly af-
ter absconding from Mansa 
and a consignment of hand 
grenades and weapons from 
Pakistan had also reached 
the Lawrence gang through 
drones.

It further said that this con-

signment was to be used to 
carry out a big high-profile 
massacre. The Special Cell is 
however trying to find how 
the hand grenades reach 
Deepak and through what 
routes.

Deepak Tinu is an aide of 
jailed gangster Lawrence 
Bishnoi and is one of the main 
accused in the killing of Pun-
jabi singer Sidhu Moose Wala.

Moose Wala, 28, was shot 
dead on May 29 by uniden-
tified assailants in Mansa, 
a day after the state govern-
ment curtailed his security 
cover. The Punjabi singer was 
shot at point-blank range and 
was declared brought dead 
on arrival at the Mansa civil 
hospital.

The killers fired over 30 
rounds at Moose Wala, who 
was found slumped in the 
driver’s seat by locals. 

MOOSEWALA MURDER

Punjab Police gets 
transit remand of 
Deepak Tinu 

After the era of Lals, Manohar 
Lal started the politics of 
fairness, development in state

FORMATION OF STATE

I’M 56 YEARS YOUNG AND 
LIVE IN HARYANA

I’m today’s youth in Haryana. To-
day, even though I am 56 years old, 
my thinking is young. Celebrating 
the 57th Foundation Day On 1 No-
vember 1966, it came into existence 
as a separate state from Punjab. It 
became the 17th state of the coun-
try. Once, my identity was limited 
to sandy and kikar forests. Basic 
facilities are negligible. I saw many 
ups and downs in the journey of 
55 years, but never looked back.  
There is a popular proverb here: 
“Desa Mein Des Haryana, Jit Doo-
dh-Dhi Ka Khana. However, despite 
milk-curd and other healthy foods, 
drug addiction has been stigma-
tised for some time. The outbreak 
of drugs is greater in the districts 
adjoining Punjab. I am on the path 
of continuous progress. Yes, there 
are still some gaps left. My financial 
condition is very strong as com-
pared to Punjab. I have written a 
new record of development in many 
fields. The per capita income has 
reached Rs 2.41 lakh. SGDP is 8.5%. 
I am second in the whole country in 
GST collection. Every tenth soldier 
in the country is from me. developed 
as an industrial hub. Roads were 
laid. Gurugram, Faridabad, Panipat, 
Bahadurgarh, Ambala, Karnal, and 
Yamunanagar are on the world map 
with their products.

In my zone, there are high-rise 
buildings, big educational and 
health institutions, wide highways, 
industrial cities, and IT hubs. I am 
recognised all over the world as 
the head of sports. The youth were 
hoisting flags in every field in the 
country and abroad. Records have 
been established in many fields, in-
cluding military, sports, business, 
education, politics, space, and ag-
ricultural research. My way of life, 
food, and speech makes me different 
from all other states. Panchkula has 
developed as an undeclared capital. 
However, I did not get my capital, 
the High Court, and Vidhan Sabha. 
Waiting for SYL water Efforts were 

made for them, but things did not 
work out. The matter of creating a 
separate assembly is under consid-
eration. It is expected that in the fu-
ture, a new grand assembly building 
will be ready in Chandigarh.

THIS IS HOW HARYANA 
BECAME

In 1955, Akali leaders demanded 
the division of Punjab on the basis 
of religion. The Central Govern-
ment accepted the recommenda-
tions of the Parliamentary Com-
mittee on an in-principle basis. 
On April 23, 1966, the Punjab 
Boundary Commission was con-
stituted for the formation of a 
separate state. On June 12, 1966, 
the then Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi announced the creation 
of Haryana as a separate state on 
the radio. The bill was passed in 
Parliament on 7 September 1966. 
On 18 September, the President 
approved the formation. Haryana 
came into existence on November  
1st, 1966.

DEMAND FOR HARYANA 
AROSE IN LAHORE IN 1923

The demand for making Haryana 
a separate state was first raised 
by Swami Satyanand in Lahore 
(Pakistan) in 1923. After this, the 
demand for making Haryana a 
separate state was raised at the 
All India Student Conference in 
Meerut under the chairmanship of 
Deenbandhu Chhotu Ram. Pandit 
Deshbandhu Gupta, Pandit Neki-
ram Sharma, and Pandit Shriram 
Sharma also made efforts for the 
formation of the state. The first gen-
eral elections were held in 1952, in 
which Ch. 38 Congress MLAs, in-
cluding Devi Lal, were elected. to 
create a separate state. Then Union 
Home Minister GB Pant in Delhi re-
ceived a signed memorandum from 
125 MLAs from Uttar Pradesh and 
Haryana regions. In 1953, Ch. Devi 
Lal put forward the demand for the 
creation of a separate Haryana state 
in front of the State Reorganization 
Commission set up by the Govern-
ment of India.

THE HIGH COURT’S DREAM 
WILL BE FULFILLED SOON

The High Court of Punjab and 
Haryana was united till now. De-
spite being small states, Sikkim, 
Tripura, Uttarakhand, Jharkhand, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Chhattis-
garh, Himachal Pradesh etc. have 
their own High Courts. Demands 
arose many times. The state gov-
ernment also sent proposals to the 
Center, but the matter did not ma-
terialise. The way is going to open 
for this soon.
 

PUNJAB IS NOT AGREEING 
ON SYL

The Sutlej Yamuna Link Canal 
(SYL) dispute still persists. Punjab 
is not agreeing to give canal water 
to its neighbor, Haryana. Despite 
the order of the SC, Punjab refused 
to build the canal. The central gov-
ernment is mediating, but Punjab is 
not working out. The southern part 
of Haryana is facing a severe water 
crisis due to non-receipt of water 
from Punjab. Punjab has filled its 
share of the canal with soil.

THIS IS HOW RAM CAME. 
GAYA RAM’S PROVERB

For example, Haryana was known 
throughout the country for its de-
fection politics in the form of Aya-
Ram and Gaya-Ram. In 1967, Gaya 
Lal was elected MLA from Palwal’s 
Hasanpur Legislative Assembly. He 
changed the party thrice in a single 
day. First, he left the hand of Con-
gress and joined the Janata Party. 
Then he came back to Congress af-
ter a while. After about 9 hours, he 
had a change of heart and once again 
went to the Janata Party. After that, 
he came back to Congress. Then the 
then Congress leader, Rao Birender 
Singh, reached Chandigarh with 
him and, while interacting with the 
media, said that Gaya Ram is now 
Aaya Ram. After this, Aaya Ram 
and Gaya Ram started being used 
for defectors.

You must have heard the saying, “Aya Ram, 
Gaya Ram. But what is known is that behind 
this proverb there is an important contribu-
tion by an MLA from Haryana. This may 

sound a bit strange to you, but it is true. The 
politics of Haryana is such that its indelible 
mark gets imprinted on the whole country. 
The language style of Haryana’s laughter and 
tau is known all over the world. Let us tell you 
some untouched aspects of Haryana politics.

HARYANA’S GROWTH STORY

TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI

HARYANA DAY SPECIAL

A PROVERB MADE FOR DEFECTORS

Discussions of Haryana’s politics go far. The story is from 1967. After the election this 
year, something happened that the saying of Aaya Ram, Gaya Ram came to the fore. 
Haryana was recognised throughout the country for its defection politics. In the year 
1967, Gaya Lal was elected MLA for Hasanpur Vidhan Sabha of Palwal. He left no stone 
unturned to change the party. In a single day, he attended three parties, returned and 
joined the Congress. After winning the election, Gaya Lal made up his mind to leave the 
Congress and join the Janata Party. After that, he again joined the Congress. After this, 
after about nine hours, he again did not know what to think and joined the Janata Party. 
If he did not find peace here too, he returned and joined the Congress for the third time. 
Alam said that at that time, Congress leader Rao Birender Singh had to hold a press 
conference in Chandigarh and while talking to the journalists, he said that Gaya Ram 
was now Aaya Ram. From then on, those who changed the party in politics came to be 
called Aaya Ram, Gaya Ram.

Haryana politics remained around Mr Bansilal, Devi Lal and Bhajanlal. The three lead-
ers recognised Haryana on the world map. Similarly, the politics of the late Devi Lal, who 
was popular among farmers and the poor before him, was also in the eyes of the whole 
country. On the whole, this province was engulfed in the politics of ‘Lals’ for a long time. 
In the middle of 10 years of Bhupendra Singh Hooda’s government, the red era had ended 
in a way, but Manohar Lal took over the reins of the BJP and also brought the red era 
back. All eyes were on Chief Minister Manohar Lal as soon as he took over the reins of 
Haryana. After a long time of Lalon’s politics, Manohar Lal finally got the responsibility. 
The BJP government in the state gave the slogan of one Haryana, one, one Haryanvi and 
united all the people of the state in one thread. Haryana is progressing continuously 
under the leadership of CM Manohar Lal, which Prime Minister Narendra Modi praises.

PM Narendra Modi with Pushkar Singh Dhami.  File Photo

Sidhu Moosewala.
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CLASH OF IDEOLOGIES

FOR REFUSING  BREAK UP

Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi attacked BJP and 
its ideological parent RSS 
claiming that that their 
ideology of ‘hatred’ was 
damaging the institutional 
framework of India.

Speaking at a press con-
ference at Kothur, Rahul 
said “The Judiciary, bu-
reaucracy and media are 
under attack when the 
Congress party comes 
back to power. We are go-
ing to make sure that these 
institutions are freed from 

the grip of the RSS. A cer-
tain independence will be 
maintained in these insti-
tutions that and will be 
implemented rapidly after 
Congress comes to power. “

He also claimed that busi-
ness environment was un-
fair since capitalism was 
creating monopolies across 
the country and affecting 
small and medium-sized 
businesses. Explaining the 
importance of a united op-
position against the BJP, 
Rahul said, “The fight in 
India today is between two 
ideologies, one is seeking 

to divide the nation, the 
other is to unite the nation. 
Congress feels it is very im-
portant that the opposition 
works together harmoni-
ously to defeat the ideology 
of the RSS and BJP.”

Rahul also expressed 
confidence regarding its 
performance in the Guja-
rat elections and attacked 
AAP, claiming it does 
not have strength on the 
ground. He further said, 
“My job is to carry out this 
yatra from Kanykumari to 
Kashmir. Lakhs of people 
are welcoming this yatra. “

The girlfriend of a youth who 
died at Thiruvananthapuram 
Medical College Hospital re-
cently confessed to the police 
that she had poisoned him as 
her marriage was fixed with 
another man, police said.

Greeshma,  girlfriend of 
the deceased Sharon Raj 
confessed that she gave him 
a poisoned Ayurvedic decoc-
tion and juice, said ADGP 

Ajith Kumar. She first gave 
him what she said was an 
Ayurvedic medicine and 
when he said it was bitter, she 
gave him some juice. After 
consuming it, Sharon started 
vomiting and and his friend 
took him back from her 
house. Sharon was admit-
ted to Thiruvananthapuram 
Medical College and died on 
25 October.  

ADGP Ajith Kumar said 
that Sharon’s vomit was 

bluish green in colour. The 
doctor raised some sus-
picion but there were no 
traces of acid in his body as 
per the post mortem report 
.The police then examined 
the possibility of pesti-
cides and reached Kapiq. 
Soon after his death, Sha-
ron’s family has alleged that 
he was poisoned at Greesh-
ma’s house and she was 
questioned by police twice. 
There were contradictions 

in her statements. Police 
questioned Greeshma and 
her parents in the morning 
today and she confessed 
that she had poisoned him. 
Greeshma’s marriage with 
another man was fixed and 
she wanted to get rid Sha-
ron. She first tried to tell him 
some astrological stories that 
her first husband would die 
after marriage as per astrol-
ogy. But when it didn’t work, 
she decided to kill Sharon.

RAHUL ATTACKS BJP-RSS, VOWS TO 
DEFEAT ITS IDEOLOGY OF ‘HATRED’ 

GIRLFRIEND CONFESSES SHE POISONED YOUTH WHO DIED AT 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM MEDICAL COLLEGE HOSPITAL

VIGIL ON FOREIGNERS

TECHNICAL SNAG

Assam Police has directed all 
district police units to keep a 
watch on foreigners if they 
participate in any religious 
events in the state.

The direction by Assam 
Police came after 10 foreign-
ers—3 Swedish and 7 Ger-
man nationals—were report-
edly detained for violating 
visa norms and some sec-
tions of the Foreigners Act. 
They had apparently attend-
ed a religious programme 
in the Dibrugarh district 
of Assam on Wednesday, 
police said. The Dibrugarh 
district police had initiated 
a suo moto case against the 
trio for attending the prayer 
and peace meeting in an 
area under Namrup police 
station in the Dibrugarh 

district on a tourist visa. 
“They came to Assam on a 
tourist visa, but they had 
attended a religious (prayer 
and peace) programme in 
an area under Namrup po-
lice station in Dibrugarh 
district,” Additional Super-
intendent of Police (Dibru-
garh), Bitul Chetia, told ANI. 
The police officer further 
said that, as per the court’s 
direction, the accused will 
have to pay a fine and sub-
sequently be deported to 
Sweden.

Assam Police on alert against 
foreigners participating in 
religious events

KAPU WELFARE 

‘The YSRCP is the only par-
ty that is committed to the 
welfare of the Kapu commu-
nity. “—This chorus message 
was sent out by the entire 
YSRCP leadership, includ-
ing Deputy Chief Minister 
Kottu Satyanarayana, min-
isters Botsa Satyanarayana, 
Ambati Rambabu, Gudi-
vada Amarnath, MLAs 
Kurasala Kannababu and 
Jakkampudi Raja, who all 
gathered in Rajahmundry 
to pass three resolutions for 
the Kapu community and 
reiterate the efforts put in by 
the Jagan Reddy-led govern-
ment for their welfare.

The resolutions passed 
by the party after delibera-
tions of four hours were to 
organise a huge forum in 
Vijayawada where Kapus 
from all nominated posts, 
including Zila Parishad 

chairmans, would be invit-
ed to decide on future pro-
grammes to improve Kapu 
welfare activities. A door-
to-door exercise will be 
conducted to apprise people 
of the work put in by the 
current Andhra Pradesh 
government to ensure the 
upliftment of Kapus and 
senior leaders will take up 
a one-on-one meeting with 
all Kapu leaders to appraise 
them of their tasks in the fu-
ture. Speaking to the media 

soon after the session, Edu-
cation Minister Botsa Saty-
anarayana said, “In the last 
3 years, no one has worked 
harder for the empower-
ment of Kapus than Chief 
Minister Jagan. During his 
tenure, he enacted the de-
cisive policy to categorise 
Kapus as part of the BC-D 
category, which has made 
them eligible for numerous 
benefits from the govern-
ment. Botsa also highlight-
ed how the Chief Minister 

stood by his promise to 
improve the representa-
tion of Kapu leaders across 
positions of leadership and 
governance. Stating facts, 
he said, “The Jagan Mohan 
Reddy government has 4 
cabinet ministers hailing 
from the Kapu community. 

There has been 15% more 
representation for Kapus 
than for any other com-
munity in the candidates 
fielded by the YSRCP in As-
sembly and Parliamentary 
elections. Even at the local 
level, 2 Mayors, 7 Municipal 
Chairmen and 44 MPP can-
didates were elected from 
the YSRCP who all belong 
to the Kapu community. 
This is much higher than 
what the previous govern-
ment ever did.’

Sounding a warning to not 
be taken for granted, Water 
Resources Minister Ambati 
Rambabu asked the public 

to be wary of the opposi-
tion, whose only objective 
was to use Kapus as a vote 
bank. Reminding the public 
of the atrocities of the pre-
vious Chandrababu Naidu 
led government, Rambabu 
stated, ‘The previous TDP 
regime indulged in a lot of 
anti-Kapu activities. They 
promised reservations and 
then backtracked and later 
equated those fighting for 
the Kapu cause to terror-
ists”.

The minister also con-
demned the harsh com-
ments made by Jana Sena 
Party chief Pawan Kalyan 
against Kapus. Recently, 
we all saw how Pawan 
Kalyan used derogatory 
language against Kapus. 
I want to alert all Kapus, 
especially the youth, not 
to get swayed by someone 
who has abused your entire 
community”.

YSRCP PASSES THREE RESOLUTIONS FOR KAPU COMMUNITY 
MADHU SHARMA
HYDERABAD      

INFILTRATION AVERTED

AHEAD OF POLLS

DOCTORS CLASH 

 In Another successful oper-
ation, the alert Indian army 
troops and the Jammu and 
Kashmir police effectively 
foiled major infiltration bid 
on Line of Control (LOC) in 
Keran sector of Kupwara 
district in Kashmir. 

While one terrorist was 
neutralised, other two ter-
rorists managed to escape 
towards Pakistan occu-
pied Kashmir (POK). The 

police said “Indian Army 
and Jammu Kashmir Police 
launched a massive cordon 
and search operation in the 
forward area and right af-
ter a specific input about 
the suspicious movement 
of a group of three terror-
ist was spotted in hunt was 
started in which one terror-
ist of Lashkar E Toiba ter-
ror group identified as Altaf 
killed, whereas two other 
terrorist flew back towards 
PoK. One AK 47 rifle, 1 pis-

tol, magazines, arms and 
ammunition recovered from 
the encounter site search op-
eration still continues in the 
Keran sector LOC area”.

The encounter came a day 
after Director General of 
Police Jammu and Kashmir 
Dilbagh Singh said that the 
infiltration attempts may in-
crease in the coming days as 
militant terror handlers may 
try to push terrorists across 
the border before snow 
blocks the way. 

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi dedicated to 
the nation, two railway 
projects worth over Rs 
2,900 crores at Asar-
va, Ahmedabad today. 
Addressing the gather-
ing, the Prime Minister re-
marked that today is a huge 
day for Gujarat’s develop-
ment and connectivity. He 
underlined that lakhs of 
people of Gujarat who used 
to be troubled due to the 
lack of broad gauge line in a 
large area are going to get a 

lot of relief from today. The 
Prime Minister expressed 
delight at getting the op-
portunity to dedicate the 
line after waiting for de-
cades. The Prime Minister 
highlighted that the entire 
route has been rejuvenated 
and the meter gauge line 
from Asarwa to Udaipur 
via Himmatnagar has been 
converted into a broad 
gauge. He also informed 
that this part of Gujarat will 
now be connected directly 
with the neighbouring state 
of Rajasthan as well as the 
whole country. 

The gauge conversion 

work done between Lunid-
har-Jetalsar will also ease 
rail connectivity in this 
area and trains originating 
from here will be able to go 
to any part of the country, 
he said. “When the me-
ter gauge line on a route is 
changed to broad gauge”, 
the Prime Minister said, 
“it brings with it many new 
possibilities.With the con-
version of the 300 km long 
rail line from Asarwa to 
Udaipur into broad gauge, 
the tribal areas of Gujarat 
and Rajasthan will be con-
nected to Delhi and North 
India” he added. 

A Bengaluru-bound IndiGo 
flight has been at the Delhi 
airport after the flight experi-
enced an engine stall during 
take-off. “An aircraft operat-
ing flight 6E2131 from Delhi 
to Bangalore experienced an 
engine stall during the take-
off roll,” an official statement 
from IndiGo airlines in-
formed. The airline said that 
the take-off was aborted soon 
after the sparks were noticed 
in the aircraft and it safely re-
turned to the bay.

A group of doctors clashed 
with each other during the 
Indian Medical Association 
(IMA)’s annual meeting in 
Jabalpur.

The incident occurred on 
Sunday, and a video of the 
incident went viral on Mon-
day. The newly appointed 
Jabalpur IMA president, Dr 
Abhijit Bishnoi, said that 
the clash broke out between 
the former IMA president 
of Jabalpur, Dr Amarendra 
Pandey, and the members of 
IMA Gwalior regarding the 
welcome speech during the 
meeting. Initially, the doctors 
of IMA Gwalior had a verbal 
dispute below the stage, and 
later a few of them reached 
the stage and manhandled Dr 
Amarendra Pandey.

Dr RK Pathak, State Presi-
dent of IMA, said, “An annual 

provincial executive meeting 
of IMA was organised here 
on Sunday. Our representa-
tives from the entire state 
took part in it. During the 
meeting, the IMA president 
of the Jabalpur branch deliv-
ered the welcome speech. In 
the meantime, a few repre-
sentatives present there got 
agitated about his welcome 
speech and they reached the 
stage. They had a dispute and 
then manhandled the Jabal-
pur IMA president.

Pathak further said, “It is 
a very sad incident and it 
should not be repeated in the 
future. After the dispute, all 
the members of the IMA sat 
together and discussed that 
if there was any mistake, they 
were sorry for that. On behalf 
of the IMA Madhya Pradesh 
branch, we will make sure 
that such an incident should 
not happen again. 

PAK TERRORIST KILLED AFTER MAJOR 
INFILTRATION BID FOILED ON LOC 

PM MODI DEDICATES RAILWAY PROJECTS 
WORTH OVER RS 2,900 CR IN ASARVA

BENGALURU BOUND 
INDIGO FLIGHT 
GROUNDED AFTER 
ENGINE STALLS

MP: Doctors clash 
at IMA’s annual 
meeting in Jabalpur
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GIRLS AUCTIONING CASE

Chairperson of Na-
tional Commission 
for Women Rekha 

Sharma on Monday made 
huge revelations in the al-
leged auctioning of girls case 
and said that the same activi-
ties were happening in Sawai 
Madhopur.

“It was all managed by the 
administration in the night. 
This was in Bhilwara. But the 
administration didn’t know 
that I was in Sawai Madho-
pur too. The same activities 
are taking place there too. 
“Girls are being kidnapped, 
brought here, and passed 
off as their own,” said NCW 
chief Rekha Sharma. High-
lighting the current situa-
tion in the region, she added, 

“When my team reached 
there (Bhilwara), nothing 
was found. Through media 
conversations with Dhaba 
owners, it was found that 
such activities indeed take 
place there, but as soon as the 

news came to light, houses 
were locked. “

She also called out the lo-
cal administration for not 
discussing the issue with 
her. “I’m trying to meet of-
ficials. The Chief Secretary is 

busy with PM Modi’s event. 
The DGP is inaugurating 
something somewhere. He’s 
not interested in meeting 
up. “He’s more interested in 
winding up his work,” she 
added. Stressing the link 
between the cases, she said, 
“It’s not possible that there’ll 
be 8–10 girls in every family. 
False documents are being 
produced for them. DNA 
tests would reveal that they 
don’t belong to those families. 
A proper SIT, under an IPS 
officer, would have to be con-
stituted. All these cases are 
interconnected. “

After reports of girls being 
auctioned on stamp papers 
in Bhilwara surfaced, Raj-
asthan Director General of 
Police (DGP) ML Lather said 
that the state police is strict 
towards atrocities against 

women. The Rajasthan Po-
lice is strict when it comes to 
atrocities against women.The 
media has been told about 
two victim girls and a case 
was registered in the year 
2019 in relation to the inci-
dent with both the girls, “he 
said. The DCP further added 
that a case was registered in 
Hanuman Nagar police sta-
tion of the district under vari-
ous sections of the IPC, POC-
SO Act, JJ Act and IT Act.  
“In the year 2019, Operation 
Gudiya was run in the Bhil-
wara district in connection 
with the purchase and sale of 
girls,” he said.On 29 October, 
the chairperson of the Rajas-
than State Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights, 
Sangeeta Beniwal, held a 
meeting  following  the re-
ports of rape of minors. 

GIRLS BEING AUCTIONED IN SAWAI 
MADHOPUR AS WELL, SAYS NCW CHIEF
TDG NETWORK
JAIPUR

NCW chief Rekha Sharma

YSRCP president Y.S Jagan Mohan Reddy.
3 detained Swedish nationls. 

TOP OF THE DAY

J-K: POLICE BUSTS 
DRONE DROP 
CONSIGNMENT IN 
RS PURA; 2 HELD
Srinagar:  The Jammu 
and Kashmir Police 
arrested two persons for 
their alleged involvement 
in dropping ammunition 
through drones in the 
general area of the Bas-
pur Bangla RS Pura in the 
union territory. The drone 
was seen making suspi-
cious movements in the 
said area on the interven-
ing night of Thursday and 
Friday, an official state-
ment from the police read. 

“The police stations were 
immediately informed af-
ter reporting the incident 
and a dedicated team was 
also put on the job which 
arrested two persons 
namely Chander Bose 
and Shamsher Singh, 
who further disclosed 
that they used to work on 
the behalf of OGW namely 
Balvinder R/O Jammu 
(now settled in Europe),” 
the police said adding that 
all three of these persons 
work for a banned terror-
ist organization. 

TWO DOZEN 
CATTLE SEIZED 
FROM SMUGGLERS 
IN ASSAM’S 
NAGAON
Nagaon:  Police in As-
sam’s Nagaon district 
seized two dozen cattle 
from smugglers. 

“On the basis of source 
information today, SI Si-
manta Ray, O/C, Jakhala-
bandha PS, along with 
PS staff, detained one 
truck bearing Reg. No. 
AS 25EC 9833 which was 
illegally transporting 24 
cattle heads from Jorhat 
side towards Meghalaya,” 
Nagaon Police tweeted. 

“Accordingly the vehicle 
and the cattle heads were 
recovered and seized. The 
following cattle smug-
glers were apprehended 
namely   Rabul Islam, 27 
years, S/O Akash Ali Ekdil 
Hussain, 21 years, S/O 
Muslim Uddin Both of Vill 
Datialguri, PS Beloguri, 
Dist Morigaon,” another 
tweet said.

CHHATTISGARH: 
TWO NAXALS 
KILLED IN KANKER 
ENCOUNTER
Kanker:  Two Naxals were 
killed in an encounter 
with District Reserve 
Guard (DRG) near Kadme 
Village, officials said on 
Monday. The encounter 
broke out during the 
morning hours under 
Siksod police station 
limits in the Kanker 
district. One of the dead 
Naxals was identified as 
Darshan Padda, Badgaon 
LOS Commander and the 
identity of the second is 
being established. “Two 
male naxals’ bodies were 
recovered. 

MUMBAI AIRPORT 
UNVEILS NEW 
TERMINAL FOR 
PRIVATE JETS
Mumbai: Mumbai 
International Airport 
has launched the all-
new, renovated General 
Aviation terminal facility, 
exclusively for private 
jets. The terminal offers 
luxury and convenience 

‘to its best’ to the travel-
lers. Staff are present 
24*7 for receiving guests 
and it offers an expan-
sive lounge with butler 
service along with bar 
and cuisine. 
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But for the distasteful 
comment by Asa-
duddin Owaisi after 

elevation of Rishi Sunak as 
the Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom, most Indi-
ans have been euphoric with 
this historic achievement. 
For the British, this is the 
best example of inter-racial, 
inter-religious bonhomie 
for a country that has been 
struggling with adjustments 
of immigrants with the local 
population. For Indians, this 
is cultural India shining in 
the UK as triumph of liberal 
democracy. Why is Owaisi 
perturbed then? Chief of the 
All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul 
Muslimeen (AIMIM), said 
that the way Sunak became 
the Prime Minister despite 
coming from the minority 
community there, he would 

wait for the day to see a hijab 
clad woman as Prime Minis-
ter of India. Ridiculous to say 
that a woman from minority 
Muslim community in India 
is identified as hijab clad. This 
is Owaisi’s regressive mindset 
that wants to see all Muslim 
women as hijab clad. Com-
parison with Sunak’s eleva-
tion is bizarre.

One had not imagined 75 
years back that the United 
Kingdom would have an 
Asian, that too a Hindu of 
Indian origin, as its Prime 
Minister. This is an issue of 
pride for India as it should be 
for the United Kingdom. The 
UK has demonstrated that it 
has learnt from its mistakes 
and is keen to assimilate 
people from different races 
and culture. Or, how could 
the British who made fun 
of Hindus for cow and idol 
worship accept a person 
worshipping cow and Lord 
Ganesha as its Prime Minister. 
This definitely shows that the 
new generation of British have 
come past the sins of their 
forefathers and have become 
more assimilative.

You need not be a Christian 
to lead the country that is pre-
dominantly Christian. You 

can swear by the Bhagawat 
Geeta, by the Bible and by the 
Koran. Your religious orienta-
tion does not disqualify you 
from leading the country. In 
that sense it is a big achieve-
ment. People like Owaisi 
should know and he knows 
for sure that Sunak’s eleva-
tion is not because he belongs 
to a religious minority. In a 
country looking for solutions 
to its present economic mess, 
Sunak symbolises hope. With 
his educational background, 
experience and political acu-
men, he is expected to steer 
the country to better position.

The statement from Owaisi 
represents his Islamist mind-
set and sheer misunderstand-
ing about a country that has 
given him so much. India has 
had three Presidents from the 
Muslim community—Zakir 
Hussain (1967-69), Moham-
mad Hidayatullah (1969 and 
again in 1982), Fakhruddin 
Ali Ahmad (1974-77) and 
APJ Abdul Kalam. Giani Zail 
Singh (1982-87) being a Sikh 
also came from the minority 
community. Dr Manmohan 
Singh who was India’s Prime 
Minister from 2004-2014 
came from minority Sikh 
community.

Such issues, therefore, do 
not exist for a country like In-
dia which witnessed cultural 
assimilation and adjustments 
long time back. Your reli-
gious identity does not come 
in the way of donning the 
top post. And in democratic 
polity either you win trust 
of people and get elected or 
enjoy trust of elected people 
to get elevated. A hijab clad 

lady can become the Prime 
Minister but she will have to 
win trust of people for what 
she represents.

Sunak’s elevation is signifi-
cant since it has punctured the 
impression that only a Chris-
tian could become the Prime 
Minister. All you need to be 
is to be a British and have the 
guts to stand for elections and 
win. Your faith or origin or the 
faith or origin of our spouse 
does not come in the way.

In 2020, Sunak had clarified 
to doubting Thomases about 
his loyalty since he had not 
renounced his faith and pub-
licly asserted his religious-
cultural identity. He said: “I 
am thoroughly British, this 
is my home and my country, 
but my cultural heritage is 
Indian”. He wears his faith 
up his sleeves and is not shy 
of his traditional moorings.

This is in sharp contrast to 
those Indians who try to be-
come more British than the 
British when they are in the 
UK. Some even get converted 
to the faith of the majority and 
ridicule their own cultural 
roots to increase their accept-
ability in the host country. It is 
in that sense that Sunak must 
be given full compliments for 
being what he is.

The other aspect to his eleva-
tion which is not spoken in 
politically correct circle but 
celebrated in private circle is 
his Sanatan roots. The Sana-
tan culture with its liberal ac-
ceptance of faiths of others is 
finding acceptance as a ray of 
hope where religious conflict 
is driving actions the world 
over. It is Sunak’s Sanatan 

moorings that increases his 
acceptance. “Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam” (the whole 
world in one family) guides 
the philosophical orientation 
of its real followers.

Sanatan is a cultural and 
not political identity. The 
followers would be happy 
that Sunak has shown that 
he is a real representative of 
this great cultural tradition. 
Nothing more is expected 
from the Hindu point of 
view. He should do justice 
without favour and spread 
righteousness and dharma. 
One is aware of the limitations 
under which Sunak would 
work. None expects that he 
would do anything that would 
compromise the interest of 
his country. This would be 
something going against the 
Sanatan tradition. An average 
Indian is realistic in terms of 
expectations.

However, the UK has got 
the best of opportunities in 
Sunak’s elevation. The Brit-
ish are good at doing business 
but bad at lecturing others. 
If they focus on the first they 
would well understand that 
India is a sea of opportunity 
where other economies are 
witnessing shake ups and 
China is proving to be dan-
gerous to world economy.

There are many big business 
giants ready to move out of 
China because they don’t see 
long-term hope there. India 
with a huge technical man-
power, expanding infrastruc-
ture, a sizeable middle-class, 
and a system that can be trust-
ed to deliver, offers a golden 
opportunity. My close interac-

tion with British bureaucrats 
of the foreign office gave me 
the impression that while the 
US may be the super power 
in terms of economy and mili-
tary light, the British control 
their minds. They always look 
for approval by the British. If 
this is true, an economic sync 
between the US, the UK and 
India is bound to happen for 
the betterment of all.

There was a time when In-
dian wealth fed the British 
Empire. The same is possible 
now through legal trade and 
businesses. Despite the atroci-
ties committed by the Empire 
during colonial days, the Brit-
ish have tremendous goodwill 
in India. It should not be spoilt 
because the UK fears getting 
flooded by Indians who love 
London and other beautiful 
English towns. Indians who 
go to the UK contribute to 
the host economy. Either as 
a tourist, or a worker or an 
entrepreneur. They do not 
create disturbance in the host 
society or demand special fa-
vours. They do not become a 
burden on the system. And 
instead of saying that Indians 
overstay, the administration 
should find ways to send 
them back. India has never 
favoured illegal migration 
for anyone. Free movement 
of trade has got no value 
unless there is free move-
ment of people. Liberal Visa 
regime would facilitate this 
process. A delay in doing this 
may mean a lost opportunity. 
The kind of goodwill Sunak 
has in India may translate into 
a windfall of an opportunity 
for the UK.

Sunak’s chance to 
better India-UK ties
The kind of goodwill Rishi Sunak has in India may translate 
into a windfall of an opportunity for the UK.

glorious history

golDEN oPPortuNity

On the sidelines of the recently concluded UN 
Security Council’s Counter-Terrorism Commit-
tee (CTC) held in Delhi and Mumbai, the city 
that faced the horrific 26/11 terror attacks, US 
representatives, including Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken—him through video conferenc-
ing—spoke against China’s repeated blocking of 
attempts made by the US and India to blacklist 
Pakistani terrorists. At the meeting there was also 
much talk about prosecuting the perpetrators of 
the 26/11 attacks being a “high priority” for the 
US, as even American citizens were killed in it. 
It’s all very fine. But the problem starts when such 
statements are seen in conjunction with Pakistan 
being brought out of the grey list of the Financial 
Action Task Force. As External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar pointed out in the meeting, “the 
key conspirators and planners of the 26/11 attacks 

continue to remain 
protected and un-
punished”, obvi-
ously in Pakistan. 
The same Pakistan 
that  the  global 
counter terror and 
money laundering 
watchdog, Finan-
cial Action Task 
Force (FATF), had 
c l a i m e d  “c l e a n 
enough” for it to 
be brought out of 
FATF’s grey list. 
As money starts 
flowing back into Pakistan, the terror funding ma-
chinery starts getting oiled and the whole cause of 
countering terrorism, for which the UNSC com-
mittee had gathered in India last week, stands 
defeated. Even otherwise, when Pakistan was on 
the grey list, except on paper it had done noth-
ing for it to merit coming out of the grey list. If the 
incarceration of Hafiz Saeed was seen as action 
taken against notorious terrorists, it is well known 
that Saeed’s prison life was only in name. He was 
roaming around freely even when “in prison”. It’s 
the same story with all the notorious terrorists 
supposed to be in Pakistani prisons. In 2020, the 
then Pakistan Prime Minister, Imran Khan, had 
admitted during a visit to the US that 30,000-
40,000 terrorists were operating from Pakistani 
soil at that point of time. Are we to believe that 
all these terrorists have vanished in these two 
years and Pakistan has turned a new leaf? But 
then Pakistan has been smart enough to gull the 
United States into believing that starved of funds 
it would implode, which would risk the falling of 
its nuclear arsenal in the hands of the radicals. It’s 
a given that without a nod from the US, the FATF 
wouldn’t take the big step of bringing Pakistan out 
of the grey list. Then of course there is the deal fac-
tor—as in the sort of a deal that Pakistan has been 
able to cut with the US. It is definitely helping the 
US retain a foothold in the Af-Pak region after the 
US’ ignominious exit from Afghanistan in 2021—a 
manifestation of which is Pakistan offering its 
airspace to the US for bombing Al Qaeda chief 
Ayman Al Zawahiri. Ironically, the nature of the 
Pakistan establishment is such, that sooner than 
later it will act against US interests. And then there 
is of course the China factor, the puppet master of 
Islamabad/Rawalpindi GHQ. The US will learn 
the hard way how closely entwined Pakistan is 
with its “iron brother” China, the country that 
wants to dislodge the US as the world’s number 
one power. Amid this the question arises about 
why India was not able to present a convincing 
case against Pakistan at the FATF.

In short, all these meetings and declarations 
on counter terrorism do not have any meaning 
unless some of the players involved stop playing 
their little games for their own gains. There has to 
be a recognition that terrorism is a major threat 
and the civilised world can do more than pay lip 
service to countering it. As else, these meetings 
will turn into mere get-togethers, without any im-
pactful action.

Joyeeta Basu

perspective
CTC MEETING

DoN’t Pay liP 
sErvicE to 
couNtEriNg 
global tError

When a daughter of Haryana, 
Padmashree Santosh Yadav, 
became the first woman chief 
guest in the annual program 
of the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh on Vijayadashami, 
discussions started about the 
beginning of a new era. On 4 
October, when Santosh Yadav 
was leaving for Nagpur, over 
150 khap panchayats were 
united in Jind, considered the 
heart of Haryana, to demand 
amendments to the Hindu 
Marriage Act. Padmashree 
Santosh Yadav is a world 
record mountain climber as 
well as an icon for women and 
sportspersons. At the same 
time, the Khap Panchayats 
of the state are the mirror 
of the social fabric and con-
cerns of the state. Haryana, 
which is in the limelight due to 
sportspersons and panchay-
ats, cannot be satisfied with 
so many introductions. Its 
overall introduction cannot 
be complete without telling 
the story of its ancient history, 

its cultural concerns and the 
high leap of development.

The story of the early de-
velopment of human civi-
lization was written on the 
soil of Haryana itself. The 
Saraswati-Indus civilization 
developed on the banks of the 
Saraswati river flowing in the 
lap of this earth. The Rigveda 
hymns give a direct rendition 
of this development story. 
Many historians consider it 
to be the first center of Aryan 
civilization. The excavations 
done by the Archaeological 
Department in the last years 
in village Rakhi Garhi of 
Hisar district forced the re-
writing of human history. The 
Archaeological Department 
of India unearthed the grand 
city that was inhabited 5000 
years ago. Even during that 
period, many metal objects 
including bronze, improved 
highways, drainage system, 
rain water harvesting system 
were found here.

The war of Mahabharata 
was fought on this earth. 
Then here the voice of Lord 
Shri Krishna was expressed 
in the form of Gita. Between 
the Sanatani traditions and 
Aryan civilizations, many 
sects also got constant op-
portunities to flourish here. 
Major centers of Buddhist and 
Jain philosophy developed 
here. According to Buddhist 
literature, Lord Buddha him-
self came to this earth. The city 
of Rohtak here emerged as a 

major center of Jain sect. The 
history of the state tells the 
story of the acumen and su-
perior governance system of 
Maharaja Harshavardhana of 
Thanesar. The great Sanskrit 
poet Banabhatta has carved 
these sagas in his epic Kad-
ambari and Harshacharita. 
The land of Haryana has also 
been a witness to the bravery 
of Banda Veer Bahadur.

In modern history, Haryana 
appeared politically divided 
into princely states, but cul-
turally and emotionally it was 
the flow of the nationhood 
of India. Its hallmark was 
clearly seen in the first war 
of independence of 1857. Ev-
ery child of the state appeared 
to be mobilized against the 
foreign power. There was 
no region of Haryana where 
this battle was not fought. 
The role of Haryanvi in the 
independence movement 
that started after this made 
the British chew the gram. 
Here Haryana Kesari Pan-
dit Nekiram Sharma was the 
main architect of the Home 
Rule Movement. In 1920, the 
non-cooperation movement 
was led by the heroic son Lala 
Lajpat Rai. The first arrest of 
Mahatma Gandhi also took 
place in Palwal, Haryana. At 
the time of independence on 15 
August 1947, no state named 
Haryana existed. The region 
was part of Punjab, but the 
demand for a separate state on 
the basis of language started 

even before independence. 
The state of Haryana came 
into existence on 1 Novem-
ber 1966.

Haryana is now busy creat-
ing a new story of develop-
ment. When the Haryana gov-
ernment started the registries 
of the immovable properties 
within the Lal Dora of the 
villages by conducting satel-
lite mapping, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi became a fan 
of this scheme. Haryana, tak-
ing a step ahead of the coun-
try’s Aadhaar project, not 
only made the government 
schemes accessible to every 
person by making a fam-
ily identity card, but also 
tightened the crackdown on 
rigging by making the work 
transparent.

Cyber City Gurugram has 
carved a niche for itself on 
the global stage. This city is 
proving to be a growth engine 
not only for Haryana but for 
the entire country. Along with 
Gurugram, Panchkula is also 
known for the development 
of information technology. 
Along with this, a chain of 
universities has developed 
in large numbers in the state. 
These universities not only 
strengthened the education 
system, but also contributed 
significantly in the field of re-
search. Chaudhary Charan 
Singh Haryana Agricultural 
University, Hisar is one of the 
top universities in the world 
in terms of preparation of 

new varieties of crops. The 
present government is mak-
ing special efforts to generate 
employment. Along with 
encouraging start-ups, lo-
cal employment opportuni-
ties have started developing. 
Here efforts are being made to 
identify a product or business 
for each growth segment and 
identify it as a hub. Due to this 
youth and women are getting 
employment opportunities 
near their homes. Apart from 
this, schemes like Saksham 
Yojana, Berojgari Bhatta Yo-
jana, Model Career Center and 
Saksham Sarathi have become 
a support for the unemployed.

The sports stadiums built in 
each district are carving out 
talents here. Haryana State 
Sports Policy 2015 has not 
only encouraged sports but 
also infrastructural devel-
opment. As a result, players 
here are bringing laurels to 
the state as well as the coun-
try. Haryana is the first state 
in the country, which gives 
maximum cash prize money 
to medal winning sportsper-
sons. Haryana has never been 
less in the cultural genres that 
have a bountiful relationship 
with sports. The folk-dances 
and folk songs here make life 
simple and gentle. The main 
interest of the folk songs of the 
state has been full of humour 
and valour. Although this re-
gion has been the birthplace 
of the saint poet Surdas and 
the shining star in the sky of 

literature, Babu Bal Mukund 
Gupta, the father of modern 
literature on this earth of 
music-raganis is considered 
to be the Suryakavi Pandit 
Lakhmichand. During the 
time of Pt. Lakhmichand, 
the Haryanvi music genre 
reached its zenith. Later, 
his disciple Pt. Mangeram, 
folk poet Fauji Mehr Singh, 
Dhanpat Singh, Pandit Jagan-
nath and Pandit Ramkishan 
Samchana etc. helped this 
discipline flourish.

At present, however, this 
mode of Haryana seems to be 
immersed in the indiscrimi-
nate noise coming through the 
Internet. The government is 
making special efforts to en-
courage traditional genres like 
these folk dances, folk songs 
and songs, but in the world of 
YouTube, their voice seems to 
be suppressed in front of the 
floating rap. Antisocialism is 
also knocking in the field of 
singing with the help of so-
called social media. These 
modern Haryanvi songs 
glorify illegal weapons, abuse, 
obscenity and bullying.

Today’s great need is felt to 
save the valour of the holy 
land of Hari and the civiliza-
tion which grew in the lap of 
Saraswati Mata from these 
fortifications. Only then will 
the world be able to give the 
talent and toiling society the 
respect it really deserves.
The author is a Chandigarh-based 
writer.

On Haryana Day, time to reflect on how the land 
of Vedas is writing a new saga of development

As money starts flowing 
back into Pakistan, the 
terror funding machinery 
starts getting oiled and the 
whole cause of countering 
terrorism, for which the 
UNSC committee had 
gathered in India last 
week, stands defeated. 
Even otherwise, when 
Pakistan was on the grey 
list, except on paper, it had 
done nothing for it to merit 
coming out of the grey list.
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External Affairs minister S. Jaishankar speaks at the 
Special meeting of the UN Security Council’s (UNSC) 
Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC), at hotel Taj mahal 
Palace, in mumbai on 28 October. ANI
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On Monday, the Supreme 
Court warned the persons 
for conducting “Two-Fin-
ger Test” in rape cases and 
stated that such tests will be 
held guilty of misconduct.

The bench comprising of 
Justice DY Chandrachud 
and Justice Hima Kohli la-
mented while restoring the 
conviction in a rape case 
that it is being regrettable 
that “two-finger test” con-
tinues to be conducted even 
today.

While dictating the judge-
ment, the bench observed 
that this court has time and 
again deprecated the use of 
two finger test in cases alleg-
ing rape and sexual assault. 
There is no scientific basis 
on such so-called test. In 

steading the re-victimises 
and re-traumatises women. 
The said test is based on an 
incorrect assumption that a 
sexually active woman can-
not be raped, the two-finger 
test must not be conducted 
and nothing can be further 
from the truth.

The bench added that the 
probative value of a wom-
an’s testimony does not de-
pend on her sexual history. 
It is sexist and patriarchal 
to suggest that a woman 
cannot be believed when 
she states that she was 
raped merely because she is 
sexually active.

It has been directed by the 
bench to the Union Health 
Ministry to ensure that sur-
vivors of sexual assault and 
rape are not subject to two 
finger tests. 

The bench has also direct-
ed the State Government 
and the Union Government 
for ensuring the guidelines 
formulated by the Depart-
ment of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare (proscribes two 
finger test) are circulated to 
all Govt and private hospi-
tals.

Further, it has been di-
rected by the bench for 
conducting workshops for 
health providers to com-
municate appropriate pro-
cedure examining survivor 
of sexual assault.

The bench also directed 
for reviewing curriculums 
in medical schools so that 
the two finger test is not 
prescribed as one of the 
procedures to be adopted 
while examining survivors 
of sexual assault and rape.

in court

Banned two-finger 
rest; says it’s based on 
patriarchal mindset that 
sexually active women can’t 
be raped: Supreme Court

TDG NeTwork

AllAhAbAd high court

The Allahabad High Court in 
the case Rama Nand v. Hira 
Lal observed and has held 
that the Magistrate has the 
power to enforce an order of 
maintenance passed under 
Section 125 Cr.P.C. by issuing 
a warrant to the Collector for 
recovering the same as ar-
rears of land revenue.

The bench comprising of 
Justice J. J. Munir observed 
and has clarified that reading 
conjointly, the power given 
to Magistrate under Section 
421 to issue warrant to the 
Collector for recovering the 
defaulted maintenance as ar-
rears of land revenue.

Background of the Case
An ex-parte order was 

obtained by one Usha Devi 
against the plaintiff (herein 
appellant) for getting of a 
maintenance under Section 
125 Cr.P.C. in January 1982, 
in the Court of the Metro-
politan Magistrate, Kanpur 

Nagar. However, the plain-
tiff came to know about the 
ex parte order and thus, an 
application was made by 
plaintiff to the Metropolitan 
Magistrate, Kanpur Nagar 
seeking to set aside the sale. 
In May 1982, the same was 
allowed and the ex parte 
maintenance order was set 
aside.

In December 1982, the 
defendant purchased the 
plaintiff’s immovable prop-
erty. Thereafter, the wife of 
the plaintiff applied for the 
recovery of dues under the 
ex parte maintenance order.

In the present case, it was 
contended by plaintiff that 
after the maintenance order 
had been set aside in May 
1982 and the property of the 
plaintiff ’s was sold in De-
cember 1982, the one which 
was made without jurisdic-
tion, as there was being no 
maintenance order in exis-
tence then to execute.

The District Judge of Va-

ranasi dismissed his suit, 
aggrieved with the same, he 
moved to the High Court 
arguing that it was not open 
to the Magistrate, who had 
the execution of the ex parte 
maintenance order before 
him, for enforcing it by for-
warding a recovery certifi-
cate to the Collector.

It was argued by the defen-
dant who brought the prop-
erty in question that there 
was jurisdiction under the 
law available to the Magis-
trate for issuing a recovery 
certificate to the Collector 
by virtue of the provisions 
of Section 125(3) of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure.

Accordingly, the court re-
jected the arguments of the 
plaintiff that the Magistrate 
had no power for issuing a 
warrant to the Collector for 
the recovery of the amount 
of maintenance in default as 
arrears of land revenue. The 
court dismissed the appeal 
with costs.

MAgistrAte cAn issue WArrAnt 
For recovery oF deFAulted 
MAintenAnce u/s 125 crPc As 
ArreArs oF lAnd revenue
TDG NeTwork

The Supreme Court 
in the case Aditya 
Prasanna Bhattacha-

rya v. UoI and Ors, the bench 
comprising of Chief Justice 
UU Lalit, Justice Ravindra 
Bhat and Justice Bela M. 
Trivedi observed and has 
issued a notice in a petition 
challenging Section 62(5) of 
the Representation of the 
People Act, 1951, which is 
depriving the prisoners of 
their right to vote. 

In the present case, the 
plea filled submits that using 
confinement in a prison as a 
yardstick to disenfranchise 
persons has several chal-
lenges such as depriving 
under-trials, whose guilt or 
innocence has not been con-
clusively determined, of the 

prisoners right to vote. As 
per the plea filled this makes 
Section 62(5) of the Repre-
sentation of the People Act, 
1951 disproportionate, dis-
criminatory, and unreason-
able. It is also added in the 
plea that due to the exces-
sively broad language used 
by the provision, even those 
prisoners detained in civil 
prison are being deprived 
of their right to vote. No 
reasonable classification is 
there based on the purpose 
of the imprisonment.

It is further argued in the 
petition that the impugned 
provision operates in the 
nature of a blanket ban, as it 
lacks any kind of reasonable 
classification being based on 
the nature of the crime com-
mitted or the duration of the 
sentence imposed (unlike 
that of the several other ju-

risdictions such as United 
Kingdom, South Africa, 
Germany, France, Greece, 
Canada et al). Thus, this 
lacked the classification is of 
anathema to the fundamen-
tal right to equality under 
Article 14 of the Constitution.

The plea states that the 

right to vote is a constitu-
tional right under Article 
326 of the Constitution and 
any curtailment of such a 
right must be based upon 
permissible restrictions 
found within the Constitu-
tion itself and in the absence 
of any such restrictions un-

der the Constitution, the cur-
tailment in question is ultra 
vires the Constitution.

It is further stated in the 
petition that the confine-
ment in a prison, which be-
ing the yardstick used by the 
impugned provision, is not 
one of the constitutionally 
permissible restrictions to 
the right to vote under Ar-
ticle 326 of the Constitution.

The plea seeks for the im-
pugned provision reading 
down in order to ensure that 
it conforms to the Constitu-
tion.

Further, the petition added 
that it is not possible, alto-
gether, the impugned provi-
sion must be struck down for 
suffering from an incurable 
vice of unconstitutionality.

Accordingly, the bench list-
ed the matter for next hear-
ing on December 9, 2022.

suPreMe court

Notice issued on PIL challenging 
section 62(5) which deprives 
prisoners the right to vote
TDG NeTwork

The Supreme Court in the case 
M.S.P.L. LIMITED vs State of Kar-
nataka observed that the Karnataka 
Industrial Area Development Board 
KIADB can acquire lands for a single 
company to set up an industry.

In the present case, the land acqui-
sition by KIADB was for two compa-
nies named M/s MSPL Ltd. and M/s 
AARESS Iron and Steel Ltd. [AISL 
is fully owned subsidiary of MSPL]. 
The writ appeal filled by the land 
owner was allowed, the Karnataka 
High Court (the Division Bench) 
quashed the notifications under 
Section 3(1), Section 1 (3) and Sec-
tion 28(1) of the Karnataka Industrial 
Areas Development Act, 1966. In the 
appeal one of the issues raised before 
the Apex Court was whether the ac-
quisition for a single company could 
be stated to be for public purpose 
and could be made under the 1966 
Act? 

This issue arose since, in the im-
pugned judgment, wherein it was 
held by the High Court that KIADB 
cannot acquire lands for a single 
company or for a private industrial-
ist and the same is being improper 
exercise of power and is also not in 
public interest.

The bench comprising of Justice 
Hemant Gupta and Justice Vikram 
Nath observed while referring to 
Section 28(1) of the KIAD Act and 
has observed that the words for 
the purpose of development by the 
Board, and or for any other purpose 
in furtherance of the objects of this 
Act make it amply clear that the 
intention is to acquire land in the 

opinion of the State Government 
could be not only for the purpose of 
development by the Board but for 
any other purpose in furtherance of 
the objects of this Act. The power is 
given for acquiring land beyond de-
velopment by KIADB.

Further, it has been noted by the 
court that as per the regulations 
framed by the Board under Section 
41, the Board is empowered enough 
for allotting any plot or area to any 
individual or for a company for es-
tablishment of an industry in con-
sultation with the State Government.

The bench stated that the provi-
sion also contemplates acquiring 
land for the purpose of allotment to 
a single company to set up an indus-

try. It has been duly approved by the 
State Government for the allotment 
by the Board. 

The Division bench while stating 
its view expressed that no acquisi-
tion could be made for a single com-
pany cannot be sustained.

The bench referred the decision of 
the court in the case P. Narayanappa 
Vs. State of Karnataka, wherein it 
was upheld that the acquisition of 
land is in favour of a private com-
pany under the 1966 Act.

While allowing the appeal, the oth-
er issues of the respondents has also 
been answered by the court.

The court observed while quash-
ing the entire acquisition at the 
instance of one land owner having 

4.34 acres of land out of total acqui-
sition for MSPL of 110 acres, the 
same would be against the public 
interest and public policy. It has 
alone been provided by MSPL the 
employment to 292 persons with a 
substantial investment of Rs.200 
crores. 

An employment to approximately 
300 persons by MSPL is also al-
leged to be double of the number 
of employees as projected in the 
proposal. However, in the case of 
AISL acquisition of 914 acres is chal-
lenged by a fraction of less than 10% 
land owners. The estimated project 
of AISL is approx. Rs.2092 crores 
and would provide employment to 
at least one thousand persons.

industry

suPreMe court: KArnAtAKA industriAl AreA 
develoPMent boArd cAn Acquire lAnd For A single 
coMPAny For setting uP An industry
TDG NeTwork

The plea states that the right to vote is a 
constitutional right under Article 326 
of the Constitution and any curtailment 
of such a right must be based upon 
permissible restrictions found within 
the Constitution itself and in the 
absence of any such restrictions under 
the Constitution, the curtailment in 
question is ultra vires the Constitution.
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The Government of 
India announced 
Special Campaign 

2.0 from 2nd October to 31st 
October 2022 with a focus 
on Swachhata and reduc-
ing pendency in the Gov-
ernment. The Department 
of Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga 
Rejuvenation, Ministry of 
Jal Shakti left no stone un-
turned to observe the Spe-
cial Campaign 2.0 in its true 
spirit. A comprehensive 
plan was made in the prepa-
ratory phase, an action-ori-
ented strategy was devised 
for the implementation 
phase of the Campaign. The 
main focus was on space 
management and beautifi-
cation of indoors and sur-
rounding of the areas of the 
office premises. 

The hard work put be-
hind the Special Campaign 
2.0 was a huge success and 
turned out to be fruitful. 
Timely monitoring was 
done and data was collected 
from all offices on a daily 
basis and a portal of ‘Special 
Campaign for Disposal of 
Pending Matters’ was cre-
ated for quick redressal of 
the issues. 

The achievement of the 
campaign on various pa-
rameters till 31st Oct 2022 
are:

All offices and organiza-
tions under the Department 
were asked to submit, with 
photographic proofs, the 
‘Before’ and ‘After’ situation 
of a particular space both 
inside and outside the office 

premises. Number of review 
meetings were taken by the 
Secretary to ensure that 
the targets are met in time 
bound manner. Secretary 
has also inspected all the 
sections and rows of Divi-
sional Offic

An integrated campaign 
was run on the social media 
platforms of the Depart-
ment, which garnered huge 
response. Regular updates 
on the Special Campaign 
2.0 were done on the social 
media and audience was 
engaged short videos on 
the subject matter. A total 
of 65 posts were uploaded 
on Department/Organiza-
tion’s Twitter, Facebook, 
Instagram, and KooApp 
Accounts. 5 Press Releases 
were issued through Press 
Information Bureau and 
10 films with #SpecialCam-
paign2.0 were uploaded (1 
Department, 6 FBP, 2 WAP-
COS, 1 NIH)

A number of best practices 
that emerged from Spe-
cial Campaign 2.0, such as 
space were freed up; obso-
lete papers were identified 
and recycled for reducing 
the total quantity of waste. 
NGOs and civil societies 
were involved in the whole 
process. Improvement in 
record management prac-
tices and identification of 
underutilized assets. Saving 
government expenditure 
from getting wasted and us-
ing those freed resources for 
better utilization. 

Our department works ef-
fectively for water manage-
ment and generating aware-
ness on the importance of 
keeping our water bodies, 

especially, rivers clean. Vari-
ous organizations took up 
cleaning activities around 
rivers, lakes, ponds etc. in a 
holistic and integrated man-
ner.

A quintessential for this 
was the efforts put in by 
the Central Ground Water 
Board (CGWB). A holistic 
approach was undertaken 
by the department to orga-
nize cleanliness activities 
both indoors and outdoors 
of the office premises. The 
cleanliness drive was orga-
nized by CGWB in schools, 
parks, office premises, lakes, 
ponds, riversides, etc.

CGWB, Lucknow carried 
out an external cleanliness 
drive at Kudia Ghat on the 
bank of river Gomti, Luc-
know, and brought incred-
ible change is the existing 
conditions of the surround-
ing areas.  Special attention 
was given by the depart-
ment to clean the surround-
ing areas of various water 
bodies like ponds, lakes, and 
rivers in various cities across 
the nation. CGWB, Nagpur 
& Division-VI Nagpur orga-
nized Cleanliness Program 

under the Special campaign 
2.0 at Police Talab, T Junc-
tion, Nagpur, Maharashtra. 
Central Water Commis-
sion is another department 
showcasing noteworthy ef-
forts in this field. 

The employees and offi-
cers at the Ayodhya site un-
der the Upper Ganga Basin 
Organization of CWC took 
an oath to maintain a plastic-
free campus by organizing 
cleanliness and awareness 
programs under the Spe-
cial Cleanliness Campaign 
2.0 Officers and staff from 
the National Water Acad-
emy conducted a cleanli-
ness drive on the bank of 
the Khadakwasla Dam as 
part of the campaign. Giv-
ing further impetus to the 
campaign objective, NMCG 
organized a cleanliness 
drive inside the office by 
identifying and eliminating 
redundant files.

Similarly, the office of 
NWDA, CSMRS, and CW-
PRS also carried out note-
worthy efforts to reduce 
pendency in their respective 
departments and ensure 
cleanliness in and around 

the office premises. 
Farakka Barrage Project, 

NIH and WAPCOS were 
the organizations which 
showcased the best practic-
es under the Campaign. FBP 
developed beautiful garden 
on both sides of emerging 
point of Feeder Canal (Head 
Regulator). An unproduc-
tive land was situated near 
the FBP office converted 

into a recreational spot and 
cafeteria. Removal of scraps, 
vehicles, old machineries 
etc. was also undertaken.

NIH undertook the effort 
to renovate and restore the 
Ground Water Recharge 
Structure to give boost to 
ground water. WAPCOS 
Limited has carried out a 
special initiative to identify 
and remove scraps, auction 

the suitable scraps, and 
weed out unwanted files by 
the volunteer.

The Special Campaign 2.0 
places a greater emphasis 
on field/outstation offices in 
addition to the Ministries, 
Departments, and their 
subordinate offices. The De-
partment of Administrative 
Reforms and Public Griev-
ances (DARPG) oversees 

the implementation of the 
campaign. 

A progressive ongoing ini-
tiative that finds its roots in 
the ideas of Mahatma Gan-
dhi focuses on cleanliness in 
government departments, 
digitization of government 
records and freeing up 
blocked resources. The ob-
jective is reducing penden-
cy in various government 
departments and making 
Swachhata a people’s move-
ment. Steps were taken to 
reduce the number of items 
which were not in use and 
judicious maintenance of 
the government files and 
getting rid of the obsolete 
ones.

India is one of the fastest 
growing countries in the 
world, with India becom-
ing the center of economic 
activities. Under these cir-
cumstances, it is cardinal 
for India to adopt modern 
practices of governance 
and shed traditional value 
systems. Digitization of 
government records, quick 
decision making and doing 
away with inefficient prac-
tices is the need of the time. 
Special Campaign 2.0 aims 
to achieve these objectives 
which are necessary for 
India to move on the path 
of progress and enable the 
citizens to derive the best 
experiences.

Both sides of Feeder Ca-
nal converted into beautiful 
gardens at Farakka Barrage: 
https://youtu.be/GHkj4ul-
w88Y

Removal of scraps and 
weed out unwanted files 
at WAPCOS office: https://
youtu.be/msYIBXgAiAk

The J&K Gov-
ernment of 
Union Ter-

ritory appointed 
Mr Abdul Rashid 
Malik, the Ex- Dis-
trict and Sessions 
Judge as Senior Ad-
ditional Advocate 
General in the Sri-
nagar wing of High 
Court of Jammu 
and Kashmir and 
Ladakh.

The notification 
was issued by the 
D e p a r t m e nt  o f 
Law, Justice and 
Parliamentary Af-
fairs (the Judicial 
Administration 
Section) Civil Secretariat in terms if which the engagement 
has to remain operative for a period of one year, the same shall 
be extended subject to satisfactory performance of the Ad-
vocate and shall also be subjected to orders passed in WP(C) 
PIL No 6 of 2021, the case titled as Sushil Chandel Vs Union 
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir and others.

In the year 1997, Mr Abdul Rashid Malik topped the Jammu 
& Kashmir Civil Services(Judicial) Examination and joined 
as Munsiff. In the year 1991, he joined he entered the Judi-
cial service and held an important position in the Jammu & 
Kashmir Judiciary including Principal District & Sessions 
Judge, Bandipora (2008), the Registrar High Court of J&K, 
the Principal Secretary to the Chief Justice (2012), and the 
Principal District & Sessions Judge, Srinagar.

I’m sure you’re wondering 
why I suddenly remembered 
Winston Churchill. British 
Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill had held office 
from 1940 to 1945 and from 
1951 to 1955. Now Indian-
origin Rishi Sunak holds 
the same position. During 
Churchill’s first term, India 
was a British colony, and 
the freedom movement was 
at a turning point. Winston 
Churchill had stated at that 
time that he did not become 
prime minister to liberate 
India. India had no right to 
aspire for freedom. Indians 
won’t be able to rule the na-
tion, even if they gain inde-
pendence, Churchill had 
said dismissively. How the 
pages of time have turned! 
After fifteen terms of Prime 
Ministers, Rishi Sunak now 

occupies the same chair 
that Churchill had occu-
pied. Churchill’s soul must 
be groaning that the Indian 
race which was considered 
second class, where the ‘fa-
ther of our nation’ was called 
a ‘half-naked fakir’, how did 
a person of the same Indian 
race become the Prime Min-
ister of Britain?

Before discussing about 
Sunak and present-day 
Britain, I am reminded of an 
anecdote. After India’s inde-
pendence, Churchill again 
became the Prime Minister 
of Britain in 1951 and during 
that time Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru had paid a visit to Eng-
land. There Churchill asked 
him that we put you in jail, yet 
you do not hate us? Panditji 
said that our country belongs 
to Lord Mahavir and Lord 
Buddha. We are the follow-
ers of Gandhiji who believed 
that if a person walks on the 
path of non-violence and 
truth with fearlessness, suc-
cess is definitely achieved. We 
persisted with our cause and 
the British had to leave India. 
I have come to meet you as 
the first Prime Minister of 
an independent country. 
The question of hatred does 
not arise.

Certainly, Churchill must 
have felt the pinch because 
the same person was re-
sponsible for the death of 
an estimated three million 
Indians during the devastat-
ing famine of 1943. The grain 
stores were full but he did not 
open the gates of the stores 
and said that the help would 
prove insufficient as Indians 
produce babies like rabbits! 
Remembering Churchill’s 
words, the heart sinks, but 
now is the time to be proud 
of being an Indian because 
our race has triumphed even 
in the country that had once 
enslaved us.

Rishi Sunak’s ancestors 
reached Britain via Kenya. 
There is no doubt that Rishi 
Sunak is now completely a 
British citizen and his coun-
try will remain his first prior-
ity and should be the same, 
but we can be proud that he 
is of Indian origin. India’s 
religious tradition is in his 
blood and he expresses it 
too. Akshata, the daughter 
of India’s renowned indus-
trialist Narayana Murthy, is 
his wife, so the relationship is 
deeply connected with India. 
Rishi Sunak has also said in 
his interview that his father-
in-law Narayana Murthy had 
advised him to enter business 
and politics. We all know that 
Narayana Murthy and Sudha 
Murthy are highly cultured. 
Cultural values are clearly 
visible in Sunak too.

The attitude of the Conser-
vative Party to which Rishi 
Sunak belongs to has never 
been generous towards India, 
but sometimes circumstances 

force a change. Boris Johnson 
of his own party did not allow 
him to occupy the Prime Min-
ister’s chair in the first round 
because he is not a person of 
British origin. Liz Truss was 
not very appropriate but she 
assumed the PM’s office but 
could not survive. Circum-
stances were such that Sunak 
was bound to get a chance. 
Britain’s generosity is being 
talked about after Sunak be-
came the Prime Minister, but 
in reality, Sunak’s becoming 
the PM is the compulsion of 
Britain. Yes, if the Conserva-
tive Party under the leader-
ship of Rishi Sunak wins 
in the next election and he 
becomes the PM again, then 
the generosity will be clearly 
understood. At present, the 
financial condition of Brit-
ain leaves a lot to be desired. 
The economic roadmap that 
Sunak has charted out is 
promising and his tenure 
as finance minister has also 
been good. There is no one 

better than him for becom-
ing PM of Britain!

Yes, it can be said that the 
British generation that ruled 
India is over and the new 
generation is looking at the 
contribution of Indians in 
the development of Britain. 
You will be surprised to know 
that more Indians are living 
in Britain today than the Brit-
ish used to live in India when 
it was under British rule. The 
data from the 1941 census 
shows that approximately 
1.44 lakh British were living 
in India at that time. Today 
more than 16 lakh people of 
Indian origin are living in 
Britain. This figure is about 
2.6 per cent of the total pop-
ulation of Britain. Of these, 
more than 34 per cent are 
youth. About 50 per cent of 
people of Indian origin are 
born in Britain. Certainly, 
people of Indian origin have 
a significant contribution to 
the economic development 
of Britain. Their influence 

over politics is also increas-
ing continuously. In the 2019 
elections, 15 people of Indian 
origin were elected. An equal 
number of people of Pakistani 
origin were also elected. Even 
four persons of Bangladeshi 
origin reached the Parlia-
ment.

However, this does not 
mean that racial discrimina-
tion is over in Britain. Dis-
crimination is still there but 
Indians have earned respect 
and dignity for themselves. In 
2010, all Indians felt proud 
when Sanjiv Mehta, CEO 
and MD of Hindustan Uni-
lever, bought the East India 
Company which once ruled 
India. The spirit of Churchill, 
who always spewed venom 
against Indians, must be 
weeping because the Hinduja 
Group bought the 1100-room 
World War Office building 
of Churchill near the British 
Parliament and it is being 
converted into a hotel.

Indeed, Indians have 
achieved the best position in 
the world not only economi-
cally but also politically. In 
countries like Mauritius, and 
Fiji, Indians are already at the 
peak of politics. Even in a 
country like Canada, Indians 
wield a lot of influence. Portu-
gal’s Prime Minister Antonio 
Costa is also of Indian origin. 
Surely tomorrow belongs to 
Indians. But always keep one 
thing in mind. We should not 
give up our cultural values 
because this is our strength
The author is the chairman, Edi-
torial Board of Lokmat Media 
and former member of Rajya 
Sabha.

Ministry of Jal Shakti’s Mega 
Action for Swachh Bharat 

J&K Govt appointed 
former district 
& sessions JudGe 
abdul rashid maliK 
as senior additional 
advocate General 

Churchill’s soul must be restless...!
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First an Indian took over East India Company and now a person of Indian origin has occupied UK PM’s chair.

There is an old saying that it is never too 
late to reverse history! The East India 
Company which made India a slave 
to Britain has been taken over by an 
Indian and the British whose erstwhile 
empire had brutally ensnared India in 
the chains of slavery is being led today 
by a youth of Indian origin! The flag of 
India is flying high across the world.

•   Secretary holds regular review meetings to ensure 
timely completion of targets

•   'Special Campaign for Disposal of Pending Matters’ 
portal created for quick redressal

•   A number of best practices that emerged from Special 
Campaign 2.0

•   NGOs and civil societies were involved in the whole 
process

•   Improvement in record management practices and 
identification of underutilized assets

•   Saving government expenditure from getting wasted 
and using those freed resources for better utilization

•   Integrated campaign run on social media platforms of 
the Department

Secretary, DoWr, Sh. Pankaj Kumar reviewing the progress of Special Campaign 2.0.

Secretary, DoWr inspecting all the sections and rows of Divisional Officers.
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top of the day

death toll 
rises to 98 from 
storm paeng
Manila: The fatalities 
from severe tropical 
storm Paeng (nalgae), 
which battered numer-
ous parts of the Philip-
pines over the weekend, 
have climbed to 98, the 
country’s disaster agency 
reported on Monday. The 
death toll from Paeng 
has reached 98, said the 
national Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Manage-
ment Council, reported 
Manila Times. Of the 
figure, 58 were con-
firmed and 40 were being 
verified. Meanwhile, 69 
people were injured and 
63 others were reported 
missing. The storm af-
fected 1,812,740 people or 
575,728 families in 31,942 
villages in 17 regions 
including Metro Manila, 
reported Manila Times.

quake survivors 
to protest in 
peshawar, 
islamabad
KhybeR PaKhTunKh-
wa: Tired of the make-
shift shelters, the survi-
vors of the deadly October 
2005 earthquake have 
announced to stage pro-
tests against continued 
delay in the allotment of 
plots as the people have 
been displaced since 
the natural disaster took 
place. The angry mob de-
cided not to stop the pro-
tests until given proper 
housing facilities as the 
government of Pakistan 
has repeatedly failed to 
address the situation of 
displaced families, Dawn 
reported.

11 die in stadium 
stampede in  
kinshasa
Kinshasa: eleven 
people, including two 
police officers, were 
killed sunday in a packed 
stadium in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo’s 
Kinshasa. The stampede 
led to casualties as the 
stadium was packed 
beyond its volume of 
80,000. as a result, when 
some of the crowd forced 
their way into the ViP and 
reserved sections, the 
situation turned ugly, al 
Jazeera reported. The 
incident took place in the 
stadium where a massive 
concert of africa’s leading 
musician, 44-year-old 
Fally ipupa was hap-
pening. however, the 
chaotic rush later forced 
the security officials to 
fire tear gas in order to 
disperse violent crowds 
in the streets outside the 
stadium.

 
100 killed in car 
bomb blasts
MOgaDishu: as many 
as 100 people were killed 
and more than 300 others 
were wounded in soma-
lia on saturday after two 
car bombs exploded near 
the education ministry 
in the capital Mogadi-
shu. The two car bombs 
exploded near a busy 
intersection in the capital 
and near the Ministry 
of education, according 
to an official with the 
president’s office. somali 
President hassan sheikh 
Mohamud in a video 
statement posted on his 
official Twitter account 
claimed that the al-
shabaab terror group in 
somalia was responsible 
for the deadly attack.

Explosions were heard in 
Kyiv early on Monday morn-
ing, days after Russia blamed 
Ukraine for a drone attack on 
its Black Sea Fleet. According 
to CNN, it comes after a week 
of power outages in the capi-
tal and other parts of Ukraine 
caused by Russian attacks on 
the country’s power infra-
structure. Air raid sirens also 
sounded across the city, the 
Kyiv Regional State Admin-
istration said on Telegram. 

The administration added 
that air defence systems were 
working and people had been 
asked to stay indoors in shel-
ters and other safe places, the 
administration added.

Russian missiles struck key 
infrastructure facilities in the 
northeastern Ukrainian city 
of Kharkiv and the central 
region of Cherkasy, Ukrai-
nian officials said Monday. 
Kharkiv’s Mayor, Ihor Ter-
ekhov, said on Telegram that 
two missiles hit a critical in-
frastructure facility in the 
city. Parts of the Cherkasy 
region have lost power after 

a critical infrastructure facil-
ity was hit, regional military 
administration head Ihor Ta-
burets said. 

Parts of Ukraine’s capital 
Kyiv are without electricity 
and water after critical in-
frastructure facilities were 
hit, Mayor Vitali Klitschko 
said on Telegram. Power 
outages caused by Russian 
attacks continued in Kyiv 
over the weekend. Klitschko 
said earlier that it would take 
weeks to repair electrical 
systems. According to CNN, 
Ukrainian officials believe 

Russia’s countrywide drone 
and cruise missile attacks are 
being carefully orchestrated 
to target important infra-
structure as Ukraine heads 
into winter, reported CNN.
By hitting thermal power sta-
tions, electricity sub-stations, 
transformers, and pipelines, 
Russian forces have been di-
rectly impacting Ukrainians’ 
ability to access power, water, 
and the internet. Meanwhile, 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy claimed that Ukrainian 
forces repelled a “fierce Rus-
sian assault” in Donetsk, re-
ported CNN. 

air raid sirens sounded

explosions heard 
in kyiv amid power 
outages caused by 
russian attacks
tdg network
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rights violations

taliban deny entry t0 female students 
in campus for not wearing burqa

The Taliban crackdown on 
Afghan women and girls 
continues as one of the Tali-
ban guards barred female 
students from entering the 
campus for not wearing a 
burqa on Sunday. 

The incident occurred at 
Badakhshan University 
in northeastern Afghani-
stan. The Afghan girls were 
forced to remain outside 
the entry gate as the stu-
dents were not following 
the norms of the Taliban’s 
preferred attire, Khaama 
Press reported. The Tali-
ban’s restrictions on wom-
en’s freedom of movement, 
speech, expression, work 
opportunities, and attire do 
not just end here. The group 
has also barred girls from 
attending school from sixth 
grade since taking control 
of war-torn Afghanistan. 
Khaama Press reported 
quoting the president of 
Badakhshan University, 
Naqibullah Qazizada, who 
said that the terror outfit’s 
violence and unlawful con-
duct toward the students 
will be taken care of and the 
students’ request will be re-
alized. 

After the Taliban seized 
control of Afghanistan on 

August 15, 2021, they im-
mediately began rolling 
back the rights of women 
and girls. Women began to 
protest on the streets since 
the Taliban’s first week in 
power, despite the grave 
risks they faced in doing so. 
By early September, wom-
en-led protests were taking 
place in Herat province in 
western Afghanistan and 
quickly spread across mul-
tiple provinces. 

According to Human 
Rights Watch, the Taliban’s 
response was brutal from 
the beginning, beating pro-
testers, disrupting protests, 
and detaining and tortur-
ing journalists covering the 
demonstrations. The Tali-
ban also banned unauthor-

ised protests. Over time, the 
Taliban’s abusive responses 
escalated, culminating in a 
particularly brutal response 
to a protest on January 16 in 
Kabul, when Taliban mem-
bers threatened, intimidat-
ed, and physically assaulted 
protesters, using pepper 
spray and electric shock de-
vices. 

Notably, the situation of 
human rights in Afghani-
stan has worsened since 
the collapse of the Afghan 
government and the Tali-
ban’s return to power in 
August last year. Although 
the fighting in the country 
has ended, serious human 
rights violations continue 
unabated, especially against 
women and minorities.
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‘ticking time bomb’

Pakistan’s economy 
is headed for a  
Sri Lanka-like crisis

Pakistan’s economy is like a ticking time bomb. Factors that 
contributed to Sri Lanka’s economic crisis have also had a 
significant impact on Pakistan, whose economy faces similar 
challenges. 

Muhammad Hamza Qamar, writing in the Daily Parliament 
Times, said that Pakistan has a large amount of debt, high 
inflation, a spike in unemployment and a lot of other macro-
economic problems that clearly show the multiple challenges 
faced by the country. The import dependence on essential 
commodities, limited foreign exchange sources, restrictions 
on free trade and accumulated external debt are among the 
other alarming similarities between Sri Lanka and Pakistan. 

From a critical point of view, the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) is built on a USD 46 billion (now USD 55 
billion) loan that Pakistan received from China as part of its 
sovereign guarantee.  

According to official documents, these investments were 
guaranteed a 17–20% rate of return in dollar terms on their 
equity (only the equity portion, not the entire project cost), 
with an estimated debt-to-equity ratio of 80 per cent to 20%, 
said Qamar. 

In other words, China will recoup the cost of its investment 
in less than 26 months and bleed Pakistan for the next 25 
years of contract duration. The country’s economy might be 
crippled by such high costs, making it a wheelchair case, re-
ported the Daily Parliament Times. 

Sri Lanka provides a historical illustration in this case. In a 
debt/equity swap, Sri Lanka has transferred the Hambantota 
port, power plant, and may transfer the airport to Chinese 
control because it is unable to pay off its debts to China. Ad-
ditionally, debt service consumes 90% of Sri Lanka’s revenue.

Another example could be Venezuela, where China made 
the largest investment of any single country so far, invest-
ing USD 52 billion from 2008 to 2014. All Chinese loans 
to Venezuela were backed by commodities, and as a result, 
Venezuela was obligated to continue providing millions of 
barrels of oil to China helping the Chinese economy to grow 
further, said Qamar.

The same can be applied to Pakistan, where the country’s 
total debt, which does not include debt from CPEC, is close to 
USD 72 billion or close to 70 per cent of GDP, and the current 
account deficit has increased close to 120 per cent, reported 
Daily Parliament Times. 

With CPEC projects, the interest will be in the range of 7 per 
cent, payable in 25 to 40 years, and Pakistan will be required 
to pay roughly 7-8 billion dollars as EMI for the ensuing 43 
years, beginning in 2018.

election campaign

erdogan wants a new 
constitution for turkey

President of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, in a speech made 
last Friday in Ankara which was presented as Erdogan’s vi-
sion for Turkey in the next century but was generally seen as 
his election campaign manifesto for the coming elections next 
June, promised a new constitution that would guarantee the 
rights and freedoms of citizens.

“The shelf life of the constitution of the Sept. 12 drafted after 
the military coup in 1980 has already expired,” Erdogan de-
clared. The Turkish President said that the new constitution 
would strengthen “the rule of law, pluralism and equality”, 
even though in recent years his increasingly autocratic rule 
has seriously weakened all the above as shown by the relevant 
rankings of international organizations.

It should be noted that in The World Justice Project Rule 
of Law Index for 2021, which evaluates the rule of law in 139 
countries or jurisdictions, Turkey ranked 117th out of 139 
countries on the rule of law. In the 2022 World Press Free-
dom Index, prepared by Reporters Without Borders, Turkey 
ranked 149th among 180 countries.

mahsa amini’s death

Clashes between Iranian 
students, forces turn violent
tdg network
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Iranian students clashed 
with security forces at uni-
versities across Iran on 
Sunday, according to the 
country’s activist and human 
rights groups. 

Sunday’s violence came as 
nationwide protests gripped 
the country despite threats 
from the country’s paramili-
tary Revolutionary Guard, 
reported CNN. 

The Guard’s chief, Hossein 
Salami, had warned young 
Iranians that Saturday 
would be the last day of the 
protests, first sparked by the 
September 16 death of Mah-
sa Amini in the custody of 
the country’s morality police. 

On Saturday, Salami called 
on Iranian young people 
specifically to desist from 

protesting, reported CNN. 
“Today is the last day of 

the riots. Do not come to the 
streets again. What do you 
want from this nation? “ Sa-
lami said. 

In a video obtained by 
CNN via the pro-reform 

activist outlet Iran Wire, 
two uniformed officers can 
be seen in what appears to 
be an attempt to arrest a 
protester. The video is said 
to have been recorded at 
Sanandaj Technical College 
in northwestern Iran. 

Protests have swept through the Islamic republic for weeks 
following the death of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini.

cpec projects

pakistan flags ‘delays’ 
in projects with china
tdg network
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Pakistan has flagged prolonged delays in five of its crucial 
power and rail projects with China during an important 
meeting discussing China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) projects, media reports said. 

A meeting of CPEC’s 11th Joint Cooperation Committee 
(JCC) took place on Thursday, where Pakistan urged Chi-
na to put USD 18.5 billion worth of five projects on the fast 
track. The Express Tribune reported that Pakistan Plan-
ning Minister Ahsan Iqbal expressed fears that any further 
delay would collapse the rail system in the country in one 
year and delay 3,100 megawatts of electricity generation, 
The Express Tribune reported. 

However, there was no announcement made following 
the meeting that discussed the “missed opportunities” and 
“prolonged delays” in the execution of schemes that were 
agreed on eight years ago. 

The five projects that Islamabad has requested China to 
fast track work on include—USD 10 billion Mainline-I rail-
way project; USD 1.2 billion Karachi Circular Railway Proj-
ect; USD 1.6 billion Azad Pattan hydropower project; USD 
2.5 billion Kohala power project; and USD 3 billion Thar 
Block-I coal project on priority, reported The Express Tri-
bune, quoting officials who attended the meeting as saying. 
“These projects are facing years of delay due to obstacles 
from both sides,” the official said. Pakistan asked China to 
consider Islamabad’s request for the relocation of the USD 
584 million Gwadar power plant. The planning minister 
also mooted Pakistan’s failure to reap the benefits of the 
Chinese experience to develop its Special Economic Zones 
(SEZs). 

As Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf’s (PTI) long 
march continues to 

head towards Islamabad, 
Imran Khan has reiterated 
that the only demand that 
he has had for the past six 
months is the date for an 
early, fair and free elections.

“For all those spreading 
rumours about my meeting 
in Lahore, the reason we 
returned was because La-
hore was closer and we had 
already decided not move 
at night. The only demand 
I have had for 6 months is 
date for early fair and free 
elections. That will be the 
ONLY demand if talks are 
to be held,” he tweeted on 
October 29. The former 
Pakistan prime minister has 
been at odds with the Sheh-
baz Sharif government and 
the country’s military es-

tablishment since his ouster 
from power in April this year. 
His party’s successive attack 
on the all-powerful military 
last week forced the country’s 
spy chief to hold a rare press 
conference admonishing the 
former PM.

After the PTI long march 
was announced, Khan said 

“unprecedented numbers 
coming out for PTI’s pro-
tests, that will change Paki-
stan forever. “Pak will change 
forever with nation making 
clear it will not accept any in-
dividual or institution being 
above law. This is what I set 
out to achieve in forming PTI 
26 years ago,” he said.

Khan kicked off his “Haqe-
eqi Azadi Long March” from 
Lahore to Islamabad on Octo-
ber 28, telling supporters that 
his march was not for politics 
but for the ‘Haqeeqi Azadi’ of 
Pakistan.

The long march that started 
on Friday was suspended for 
one day on Sunday after a re-

porter was crushed to death 
by his container.

The long march was called 
off for the day after a reporter 
of a local TV channel, Sadaf 
Naeem died after she was 
crushed under PTI Chairman 
Imran Khan’s container, The 
Express Tribune reported.

“Shocked and deeply sad-
dened by the terrible accident 
that led to the death of Chan-
nel 5 reporter Sadaf Naeem 
during our March today. I 
have no words to express 
my sorrow. My prayers and 
condolences go to the family 
at this tragic time. We have 
cancelled our March for to-
day,” Imran Khan tweeted.

A day later on Monday, the 
PTI chief said for six months 
he has been witnessing a 
revolution taking over the 
country. “Only question is 
will it be a soft one through 
the ballot box or a destructive 
one through bloodshed?” he 
asked.

amid long march

only demand i have is date for 
fair, free elections: imran khan

Afghan girls were forced to remain outside the entry gate as the 
students were not following the norms of the taliban’s preferred 
attire.
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View of the gwadar port in gwadar, Pakistan.
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Imran khan kicked off his ‘Haqeeqi Azadi Long March’ from Lahore to Islamabad on 28 october.
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russian missiles struck key facilities in the northeastern 
Ukrainian city of kharkiv and the central region of Cherkasy.
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Girls from 
Ethiraj College 

for Women, 
“Form a Pink 

Ribbon” by 
holding pink 

umbrellas 
to raise 

awareness on 
Breast Cancer 

at University 
Grounds, East 

Spurtank Road, 
Chetpet, in 
Chennai on 

Monday. 

FOR A CAUSE 

#HAPPYHALLOWEEN 

#HAPPYHALLOWEEN TAKES OVER 
TOP TRENDS AS WISHES POUR IN 
On the occasion of Halloween, #HappyHalloween took 
over top trends as netizens shared their not only spooky 
looks but also shared wishes of the day. 

One of the netizens said, “Happy Halloween! We wish 
you all a safe and spooktacular evening!”

Second user said, “Wishing everyone Happy Hallow-
een. Whether you’ll be out trick ‘o’ treating, in a fabulous 
costume or staying in watching your favourite spooky 
series remember to stay safe... and watch out for any 
ghouls.”

Third user said, “Wishing you a frightening and spooky 
Halloween this year, and hope you enjoy every single 
treat and trick in your candy baskets. Happy Halloween 
to everyone!!”

“Wishing everyone a safe, fun Halloween today. Keep 
an eye out for all those who are trick or treatin’ ghosts, 
cats, pumpkins,” added another. 

Halloween is a holiday stitched together with religious 
and occult traditions that span across centuries. The 
history of this festival originates from the time of Celts, 
a collection of tribes with origins in central Europe. They 
used to celebrate the end of the harvest season with a 
festival called Soin on 31 October.

The day also marked the Celtic New Year and consid-
ered a time between years, a magical time when the 
ghosts of the dead walked the earth. 

“We Indians 
need to decide 
that no matter 
how many 
languages 
there are in 
this country, 
we will not let 
a single one 
die.”

— AMIT SHAH

BRAIN-PICKING 

Union Home Minister, speaking on the occasion of India’s first 
Home Minister Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s 147th birth anniversary.

DIVERSITY

LOOKING AT CHHATH PUJA FROM 
NON-BIHARI’S PERSPECTIVE
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI                                     

The spirit of festivals has been 
collectively embedded in 
our DNA because they help 
in building a strong bond 
between families and also 
among our communities, as 
India has had a rich cultural 
heritage for centuries. 
This is also the reason why, 
no matter which part of the 
country one might be in, we 
can find a sense of belonging, 
especially during the festive 
season.

While this period of festivity 
peaks around Diwali, with its 
hustle and bustle passing, an 
unexplained calm and poise 
sets in, indicating that Chhath 
Puja is here.

Generally, festivals in North 
India are loud affairs with lots 
of lavishness, noise, and ex-
travagance, but Chhath is an 
occasion all about devotion. 

The four-day festival, which 
holds a special place in the 
hearts of people from the Bi-
har region is dedicated to the 
Sun God and his two con-
sorts, Usha and Pratyusha.

A striking difference is that 
Chhath is probably the only 
major Hindu festival that 

doesn’t involve priests or pu-
rohits. There is no idol wor-
ship, and priests, or purohits, 
are not required to preside 
over the rituals.

This festival’s main wor-
shippers, called ‘parvaitin’, 
are usually women. How-
ever, many men also observe 
this festival, as Chhath is not a 
gender-specific festival.

All in all, the most vital dif-
ference that Chhath Puja has 
from other festivals is its sim-
plicity and holiness, as nei-
ther huge magnificent pan-
dals nor any grand temples 
are needed to celebrate it. 

SIMRAN SINGH 
TOKYO                     

BIZARRE 

How often have you 
come across restau-
rants that let you 

handpick your own produce 
or groceries for a meal? Next 
to none...right?

We usually go to eateries 
and order food but not many 
of us know what’s going into 
making the dishes we order. 
But there’s a Japanese restau-
rant that has set a new prec-
edent.  The restaurant lets you 
catch fish from the pool inside 
which they serve you after 
cooking it. If you order sea-
food at the restaurant, guests 
have the option of sitting on a 
boat or catching fish from the 
restaurant’s side.

The restaurant also an-
nounces a celebration for the 
client after they catch their 
fish. And lastly, the chef pre-
pares the fish in the style the 
customer requests.

A blogger based out of Ja-
pan shared the video of the 
restaurant on Instagram. 
Check it out:

Japanese food is famous 
worldwide, especially sushi 

which has become a regu-
lar go-to option in high-end 
restaurants across the globe. 
Another traditional Japa-
nese food is tempura. It has 
a crispy texture loaded with 
vegetables, shellfish, and oth-
er things battered in eggs and 
flour, and fried in vegetable 
oil. Sashimi, Sukiyaki, Soba, 
Udon, and Okonomiyaki are 
some other Japanese authen-
tic dishes that have gained 
popularity amongst people of 
different cultures, countries, 
and ethnicities. 

This Japanese restaurant 
lets you catch your own fish 

A picture of the Japanese Restaurant with pool in Tokyo.

NOT OKAY WITH THIS FANATICISM: VIRAT KOHLI 
HITS BACK OVER LEAKED HOTEL ROOM VIDEO 

VIRAL 

Star Indian batter Virat Kohli on Monday 
expressed shock at the appalling video of 
his Perth hotel room that surfaced on so-
cial media and said he was disappointed 
by the “fanaticism and absolute invasion 
of privacy.”

“I understand that fans get very happy 
and excited seeing their favourite play-
ers and get excited to meet them, and I’ve 
always appreciated that. But this video 
here is appalling, and it’s made me feel 
very paranoid about my privacy. If I can-
not have privacy in my own hotel room, 
then where can I really expect any per-
sonal space at all??” Virat posted on his 
Instagram account.

He also shared the video that has been 
circulated on Twitter, Instagram and oth-
er social media platforms and said that he 
is “not okay with this kind of fanaticism”.

The video shared purportedly takes a 
tour of Virat’s room with shoes, suitcas-
es, a visual of the room’s washroom, and 
some personal belongings.

At one point in the video that was titled 
“ King Kohli’s hotel room,” a man who is 
apparently filming the video opens the 
wardrobe where the viewer gets to see an 
iron box. Virat said, “I’m NOT okay with 
this kind of fanaticism and absolute inva-
sion of privacy. Please respect people’s pri-
vacy and not treat them as a commodity 
for entertainment.”

Later in the day, Crown Towers issued 
an apology to star Indian batter Virat 
Kohli, saying that an investigation is be-
ing conducted with a third-party contrac-
tor and the individual involved has been 
“stood and removed from the Crown 
account”. “We unreservedly apologise 
to the guest involved and will continue 

to take the necessary steps to ensure this 
remains an isolated incident,” the hotel 
management said in a statement. “Crown 
has taken immediate steps to rectify the 
issue. The individuals involved have 
been stood down and removed from the 
Crown account, and the original video 
was swiftly removed from the social me-
dia platform,” Crown Towers was quoted 

as saying by ESPNCricinfo.
The International Cricket Council (ICC) 

has also expressed its disappointment 
with the incident in a statement.

The ICC said it was “incredibly disap-
pointed by the gross invasion of privacy” 
that Kohli had faced.

Notably, Virat is having a fine ICC T20 
World Cup so far. d player to do so.

TDG NETWORK
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GET INSPIRATION TO SAVE 
FROM THIS ASSAM MAN             

The story of a small businessman hailing from Assam’s 
Karimganj district created a buzz when he brought a bike in 
exchange for a sack full of coins that he had saved in recent 
years.

Suranjan Roy, a resident of Ramkrishna Nagar area of 
Karimganj district and a small businessman, finally fulfilled 
his dream after buying his dream bike.

On Saturday evening, Suranjan went to the Abhi TVS 
showroom near his locality and expressed his desire to buy 
his dream bike to the showroom employees.

“He came to our showroom on Saturday evening. As per 
his wish, we showed him the Apache 160 4V bike. “After see-
ing the bike, the man told us that he had Rs 50,000 in coins 
and he wanted to buy the bike on finance by depositing the 
amount as a downpayment,” Barnali Paul, staff of the show-
room, said.

“Firstly, we were shocked after having seen the sack full of 
coins, but later, we discussed with our owner and decided to 
deliver the bike to the man,” Paul added.

According to Suranjan Roy, he saved the coins for the past 
few years for the sole purpose of bringing home the bike.

TDG NETWORK
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FIVE MOST HAUNTED PLACES IN 
THE WORLD
The world is full of different places. Beautiful, vibrant, 
some spooky and haunted, these places can give you 
lifetime experiences. However, there are some places 
that are not meant for solo adventure. Here are the 
five most haunted places around the world.

ALCATRAZ ISLAND, SAN FRANCISCO
San Francisco is a vibrant city, but were you 
aware of this eerie location? Renowned crimi-
nals who were once detained on this infamous 

Alcatraz Island have made it famous. If you ever want 
to pay a visit there, you can arrange for a guided tour to 
discover all about the prison’s gruesome and notori-
ous past. 

POVEGLIA ISLAND, VENICE, ITALY
Venice is probably on the bucket list of any 
traveller. But have you ever heard of Povelgia? 
It is a small abandoned island between Ven-
ice and Lido and will undoubtedly send shiv-

ers down your spine. This abandoned location served 
as a bubonic plague quarantine station in the 20th 
century and then, in the 1920s, as a mental hospital.  
3. Island of Dolls, Mexico

ISLA DE LAS MUNECAS, MEXICO
As creepy as it may sound, the Isla de las 
Munecas, located just south of Mexico City, 
is home to scary dolls dangling from trees. 

According to legend, the dolls are haunted by the spirit 
of a girl who was allegedly found drowned on this island 
many years ago under unknown circumstances. Ad-
ditionally, according to local lore, the dolls could move 
their heads, arms, and even eyeballs. 

KULDHARA, RAJASTHAN
Many controversial theories have been at-
tached to this place in India. The village 
has been deserted since the 1800s and is 

believed to be cursed. A local legend claims that the 
Paliwal Brahmins, affluent people, previously resided 
in the area. In order to wed the daughter of a villager, a 
minister by the name of Salim Singh threatened the vil-
lagers with exorbitant taxes. The locals cursed the site 
as they left it overnight in order to protect themselves 
and the girl from the evil minister. The locals believe 
that no one can live in peace as long as an evil aura still 
lingers in the town.

ISLE OF WIGHT, ENGLAND
Set on the south coast, this iconic and fas-
cinating tourist site offers beautiful vistas. 
However, it is also rife with paranormal tales 

and annually draws tens of thousands of “ghost hunt-
ers” from all over the world. Would you dare to go alone?

— APOORVA CHAUDHARY 

Alcatraz Island

Screengrab of the viral video shared by Virat Kohli on Instagram. 

"Have experienced a few 
incidents where some 
fans have shown no 
compassion or grace in the 
past but this really is the 
worst thing. An absolute 
disgrace and violation 
of a human being and 
anyone who sees this and 
thinks ‘celebrity ho toh 
deal Karna padega’ should 
know that you are also 

part of the problem. Exercising some self control helps 
everyone. Also, if this is happening in your bedroom then 
where is the line?" - ANUSHKA SHARMA
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Mental illness and 
mental health are 
conundrums we 

would rather avoid. They are 
the things we would want to 
sweep under the carpet. Let 
us dust the carpet and bust 
the myths.

Myth 1 
Mental problems are rare.
Fact: One in four people 
will experience a mental 
health problem, which 
means someone you know 
may be struggling with men-
tal illness.

Myth 2
People with mental illness 
aren’t able to work.
Fact: People with a mental 
illness can hold down a suc-
cessful job. We all probably 
work with someone expe-

riencing a mental health 
problem.

Myth 3
You can’t recover from men-
tal health problems.
Fact: They might not go 
away forever, but lots of 
people with mental health 
problems still work, have 
families, and lead full lives.

Myth 4
People with mental illness 
are usually violent and un-
predictable.
Fact: Most people with 
mental health problems, 
even those with severe ones 
like schizophrenia, are not 
violent. Someone with a 
mental illness is more likely 
to be a victim of violence 
than to inflict it.

Myth 5
Young people  just  go 
through ups and downs as 
part of puberty – it’s nothing 
serious.
Fact: One in eight young 
people will experience a 
mental health problem.

Myth 6
People with mental illness 
are responsible for their ill-

ness or for their behaviour 
related to their illness.
Fact: They are over-
whelmed by their life cir-
cumstances, are struggling 
and are not responsible for 
their illness.

Myth 7 
I can’t do anything to sup-

port someone with a mental 
health problem.
Fact: There are lots of 
things you can do to make a 
difference to their lives, like :

1. take it seriously
It can feel embarrassing 

and exposing to talk about 
your thoughts and feelings, 

especially if they’re disturb-
ing. Don’t laugh or treat it 
like a joke. However strange 
it might seem to you, remem-
ber that it’s real to them.

2. Listen and reflect
You don’t have to have all 

the answers—just listening 
can make a big difference. 
Try and show that you’re 
taking on board what 
they’re saying. You can do 
this by reflecting—that is, 
saying something simple 
like “that sounds really dif-
ficult.” You could also say 
something like “thanks for 
telling me,” to show that 
you appreciate having the 
conversation.

3. ask questions
We worry about prying 

when it comes to others’ 
mental health, but it’s better 
to ask questions. It can help 
them to get things off their 
chest, and by keeping the 
conversation going, it shows 
that you care.

Some of the questions you 
might ask:
l What does it feel like?”
l What kind of thoughts 

are you having?”
l How can I help?”

l Ask Twice

4. Don’t try and fix it
It’s human nature to want 

to fix things, but expecting 
things to change right away 
isn’t helpful. It’s not your job 
to make their mental health 
problems go away — it’s of-
ten more helpful just to lis-
ten, ask open questions, and 
do things you’d normally do 
together.

5. Build your knowledge
You might find it helpful to 

learn a bit more about what 
they’re going through. If 
they mention a specific diag-
nosis, you could learn more 
about it

You might want to learn 
about the professional help 
that’s available to them and 
suggest that they explore 
those options. 

6. check in
7. Listen and don’t judge
8. treat them in the same 

way

Dr Chavi Bhargava Sharma is 
the Founder and CEO of Indic 
Center for Psychological Well-
ness and Holistic Health and 
Conversationists—Talking 
Cures. 

Busting myths aBout mental illness 

Dr Chavi Bhargava SharMa

Nutraceuticals as an alternative to 
medicines during pregnancy

Dr aniSh DeSai 
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early symptoms of CanCer 
you shouldn’t ignore 

Diet impact: Foods that 
a woman can consume 
during menopause

an artistiC take on raising awareness aBout Breast CanCer

Diet is influential in main-
taining one’s health or 
avoiding unwanted health 
conditions. It is crucial to 
keep track of what one al-
lows in one’s diet during dif-
ferent stages of life. Women 
go through several stages in 
reproductive health, with 
menopause being one of the 
most important. Menopause 
is the natural end or ceasing 
of menstruation.

Menopause is associated 
with an increased preva-
lence of obesity, metabolic 

syndrome, cardiovascular 
diseases, and osteoporosis. 
Over 1.5 million women ex-
perience painful symptoms 
of menopause each year, such 
as vasomotor symptoms, 
vaginal dryness, decreased 
libido, insomnia, fatigue, and 
joint pain.

Although a woman goes 
through menopause natu-
rally, some of the symptoms 
can be very severe. There is 
evidence to suggest that diet 
has an impact on menopaus-
al symptoms, but dietary 
patterns have received less 
attention.

Foods that can be con-
sumed during menopause:

Garlic and spring onion: 
The sulphur in onion and 
garlic helps to manage es-

trogen levels, and also has 
detoxification properties and 
helps keep the liver healthy.

Eggs: They are a rich 
source of vitamin D. It helps 
maintain bone health in 
menopausal women. Poach 
or soft boil to optimise the 
nutritional benefits.

cauliflower: It balances 
estrogen levels and helps in 
liver detoxification.

Food rich in fibre (apples 
with skin, bananas, oranges, 
pears with skin, peas, pota-
toes, carrots, and ladyfinger) 
help regulate blood sugar 
and cholesterol levels.

Walnuts, almonds, flax-
seeds, and pumpkin seeds 
are rich in good fatty acids 
and regulate hormone fluc-
tuations.

Soy products (miso, natto, 
and tofu)help in managing 
vaginal dryness and regu-
lating hot flashes.

Food that should be avoid-
ed during menopause

Processed food: The high 
content of sodium is very 
harmful and can also cause 
bloating.

Spicy food: Spicy foods can 
trigger hot flashes and create 
unnecessary heat in the body.

Fast food: These types of 
food tend to promote weight 
gain, thus worsening the 
symptoms of menopause 
and promoting obesity and 
thus leading to various other 
health problems.

alcohol: It tends to aggra-
vate the symptoms of meno-
pause, such as hot flashes.

caffeine: Caffeine creates 
heat in the body. Drinking 
caffeine on an empty stom-
ach or first thing in the morn-
ing could trigger menopausal 
symptoms like hot flashes 
and sweating. 

Dr Anish Desai is MD, Clinical 
Pharmacologist and Nutraceuti-
cal Physician, Founder and CEO 
IntelliMed Healthcare Suctions.

A healthy body begins with 
healthy habits as an infra-
structure to create the body’s 
overall health and maintain a 
healthy self. Recently, India 
has lost many kind souls to 
cancer. Especially after the 
pandemic, the risk of cancer 
is increasing among people.

One has to regularly do self-
check tests, ideally once every 
month, to look for signs and 
symptoms that could be an 
indication of cancer. 

Here are some suggestions 
from the best cancer special-
ists about the early symptoms 
of cancer that you should 
never ignore.

Dr Rajas Balkrishna Patel, 
MBBS, MD, Founder and 
CEO of RH Clinic-Cancer & 
Rheumatology Treatment 
Centre, Mumbai, said, “As 
we face an increasing num-
ber of cancer cases year on 
year, we need to be aware of 
early signs and symptoms of 
common cancers. Most can-
cers are potentially curable if 
diagnosed in early stages, i.e., 
Stage 1 or early Stage 2. Can-
cer is usually discovered dur-
ing routine health checks or 
during an investigation into 
another disease. Patients who 
present to outpatient depart-
ments with cancer symptoms 
are diagnosed at later stages 
of the disease, which is incur-
able. Early symptoms and 
signs of common cancers 
could be unexplained weight 
loss, unexplained fevers, 
bloating or distension of the 
abdomen, post-menopausal 
bleeding, loss of appetite or 
feeling of fullness all the time, 
and changes in breasts. “

Dr Mishil S. Parikh & Dr 

Prateek C. Hegde, MBBS, MS, 
Fellowship in Orthopedic On-
cology-TATA Memorial Hos-
pital, Mumbai, said, “ Bone 
cancer can be caught early 
if we are vigilant enough. A 
swelling that is not associated 
with injury, doesn’t go away 
in a couple of days and that 
progresses can be one of the 
earliest signs of musculoskel-
etal cancer. Non-proportional 
pain at minor injuries is also 
one sign. Fracture on trivial/
low velocity injury should 
be considered a sign of bone 
pathology. An X-ray can 
promptly diagnose a pathol-
ogy, which can then be evalu-
ated and treated.”

Dr Gunjesh Singh, MBBS, 
MD, DM, ECMO (UK), 
ACORD, Consultant and 
HOD of Medical Oncology 
– Bhagwaan Mahavir Medi-
cal Superspeciality Hospi-
tal, Ranchi said, “As with 
any disease or illness, the 
earlier the treatment begins, 
the better are chances of full 
recovery, the same holds true 
for cancer. The early signs of 
cancer are easily overlooked 
due to their non-specific na-
ture and similarity to other 
common illnesses. The com-
mon symptoms are extreme 
weakness, fever, unexplained 
weight loss, persistent pain, 
irregular bowel and bladder 
habits, a rapidly growing 
lump, and unusual bleeding 
or discharge. But the mere 
presence of these symptoms 
isn’t diagnostic of cancer but 
rather warrants a timely visit 
to your healthcare provider. “

Look out and reach out. 
Watch out for the above 
symptoms, identify your 
risk of cancer and reach out 
to your nearest oncologist at 
the right time. 

In today’s time, when people 
are opting for a healthy and 
fit lifestyle, nutraceuticals 
have emerged as a sought-
after option. Due to their 
potential nutritional, me-
dicinal, and safety benefits, 
nutraceuticals have attracted 
a lot of interest. Unlike phar-
maceuticals, which are syn-
thetically made medicines, 
nutraceuticals use natural 
food or its components to 
provide a physiological ben-
efit in protecting or treating 
any health situation. With 
multiple health benefits, nu-
traceuticals have an advan-
tage over pharmaceuticals. 

They seldom have adverse 
effects, as dietary supple-
ments are often made of 
natural substances. 

With an emerging fast-
paced and time-constrained 
lifestyle, nutraceuticals have 
become a go-to option for 
various stages of a woman’s 
life. Starting from conceiving 
to delivery and beyond, vari-
ous nutraceutical products 
fulfil the nutritional require-
ments of women in a sustain-
able and efficient way.

Benefits of neutraceuticals:
Pre-pregnancy: In this 

stage, nutraceuticals offer 
a wide variety of options 
to fulfil the body’s require-
ments related to healthy 
conception. The market is 
flooded with options related 
to nutraceuticals, starting 
from folates, proteins, vita-
mins, and other additional 
nutrients.

During pregnancy: The 
strong foetal growth and 
development during preg-

nancy necessitate a shift in 
the dietary requirements 
of the mother as well as a 
physiologic response. Opti-
mal macro and micronutri-
ent consumption through-
out pregnancy encourages 
healthy foetal and embry-
onic growth. With the ease 

of intake options such as oral 
strips, bars, etc., which come 
in various flavors, nutraceu-
ticals prove to be a healthy 
companion for women dur-
ing this journey.

Post Partum: With more 
families opting for a nuclear 
structure of living, follow-

ing traditional methods of 
postpartum care has be-
come difficult. Additionally, 
multiple side effects of phar-
maceuticals have increased 
the need for nutraceuticals. 
The body undergoes mul-
tiple changes in this phase, 
and it necessitates intense 
physical and mental care. 
When new mothers start 
breastfeeding, taking sup-
plements becomes pivotal 
so that the baby gets the im-
portant nutrients through 
breast milk. For instance, 
nutrients like DHA, choline, 
vitamin A, and vitamin D 
are necessary for nursing 
women. These are available 
in multiple product formats 
with no side effects and ease 
of intake. With options such 
as lactating bars, it becomes 
easier for new mothers to aid 
in breastfeeding as well as 
stay healthy. Moreover, nu-
traceutical products ensure 
holistic recovery and main-
tenance by controlling post-

partum depression as well as 
any hormonal disbalances.

The way ahead  
Gone are the days when pa-
tients mindlessly took med-
icines without reading the 
ingredients recommended 
by their doctors. These 
days, consumers investigate 
the purpose of each supple-
ment’s component. It is envi-
sioned that the nutraceutical 
industry in India will grow 
exponentially. Already, ap-
proximately 150 million 
people in India are actively 
incorporating nutraceuti-
cal consumption into their 
daily lives. With their avail-
ability on e-commerce web-
sites, nutritional benefits, 
taste, ease of intake, multiple 
product options, etc., nutra-
ceuticals are here to stay and 
expand by leaps and bounds.

Richa Pendake is the Founder 
& CEO at Nutrizoe, India’s 1st 
women nourishment company. 

nutraceuticals have become the go-to option for pregnant women. 

ancient kerala Mural arts. 

One in eight young people experience mental health problem. 

The Apollo Cancer Centres (ACC) 
has launched ArtCan, a unique 
initiative which uses art as a me-
dium to spread awareness about 
breast cancer. Apollo Cancer 
Centres joined hands with mural 
artists and survivors to curate art 
that educates and empowers every 
woman about the importance of 
regular self-breast examination.

Through ancient Kerala Mural 
Arts, 8 steps of self-breast exami-
nation bring attention to the is-
sue of breast cancer. Each frame 
reflects the story of a woman who 
discovered this condition while 
performing a self-breast examina-
tion, acted on time, and defeated 
cancer. These eight steps have also 
been depicted in a book format 
called ‘Chitra Sutra’.

The Mural Arts were unveiled 
at Indraprastha Apollo Hospital, 
New Delhi. The unique initia-
tive was inaugurated by Amal 
Allana, Director, Art Heritage 
Gallery, Lifetime Trustee, Alkazi 
Foundation for the Arts and Ex-
Chairperson, National School of 
Drama, along with the eminent 
artist Ramesh, breast cancer ex-
perts, and winners. 

Speaking during the launch of 
the campaign, Amal Allana, Di-
rector, Art Heritage Gallery, said, 

“Art facilitates communication 
between patients and healthcare 
personnel by bringing forth in-
sights from the patients’ views 
that can be communicated to the 
world. I appreciate Apollo Cancer 
Centres’ use of art as a medium to 
educate and raise awareness about 
self-breast examination. I’m hop-
ing that this initiative will reach 
women from all over the country 
and help them win over breast 
cancer. “

Shivakumar, Managing Director, 
Indraprastha Apollo Hospitals, 
said, “In keeping with our vision 
of being at the forefront of cancer 
research, we have launched the 
‘ArtCan’ breast cancer awareness 
campaign. It’s a popular belief that 
life imitates art, and hence, art has 
the power to transcend languages 
and cultural barriers. Our initia-
tive, ArtCan, will create a silent 
conversation and leave a deep im-

pression on the audience. Breast 
cancer is the most diagnosed can-
cer globally and accounts for 25% 
of all cancer cases in women. Early 
detection is the key to better out-
comes. We believe ancient Kerala 
mural art is a unique medium to 
create awareness about breast 
cancer and the importance of self-
breast examination (SBE)”. 

Speaking on the occasion, Dr 
Ramesh Sarin, Senior Consul-
tant-Surgical Oncology, said, “In 
2022, over 20 lakh cases of breast 
cancer have been witnessed so 
far. Apollo Cancer Centres has 
been a leader in oncology and has 
treated multiple complex cancer 
cases. Understanding and getting 
tested for cancer at the right time 
can make a difference in saving a 
life. This initiative of ours to teach 
early detection of breast cancer by 
BSE (breast self-examination) in 
the form of art will convey a mes-

merising message to the masses so 
that they are aware of breast can-
cer and understand the symptoms 
to get tested at an early stage.”

The winner shared her thoughts 
on the initiative and said, “Apollo 
Cancer Centre has been my pillar 
of strength throughout my jour-
ney of winning over cancer. Breast 
cancer came with stigmas and 
loads of challenges, but the timely 
medical treatment and tender 
loving care of Apollo helped me 
through. As a survivor myself, in 
line with this initiative of ArtCan, 
I encourage women all around 
India to get regularly tested for 
breast cancer. Early detection not 
only increases the chances of sur-
vival but can be treated in the best 
way possible without complica-
tions. “ 

It was truly fulfilling to work 
on this one-of-a-kind project, 
ArtCan. We are glad that Apollo 

Cancer Centres are using this 
powerful medium of storytelling 
through traditional Indian art to 
disseminate important medical 
information. Information that 
can save thousands of lives. At the 
same time, this effort is shining a 
spotlight on India’s proud artistic 
heritage and our master artists, 
which really aligns with our mis-
sion, “said Ramesh, mural artist.”

Breast cancer is a result of mul-
tiple factors, which include envi-
ronmental and lifestyle changes. 
In most cases, it is due to anoma-
lies that arise out of the ageing pro-
cess, while in 5–10% of the cases, 
it is genetically inherited. Early 
detection is the best protection 
against breast cancer. Regular self-
examination and mammography 
at regular intervals have proven to 
be most effective in early diagnosis 
and in achieving better results in 
treatment and cure.

tDg netwOrk 
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The tale of Procrustes 
comes to us from 
Greek Mythology. 

Procrustes was a tower-
ing man. He owned an inn 
on the way from Athens to 
Eleusis, where he had put 
up a hard iron bed. More 
troublesome was the fact 
that Procrustes was a mad-
man. He had a really nasty 
habit of forcing things to fit 
into fixed spaces.

The guy appeared ex-
tremely amiable and gained 
people’s trust very quickly. 
He would invite people to 
stay at his inn and once they 
had partaken of his hospital-
ity, he insisted that they stay 
the night and sleep in his 
iron bed. 

This is when his compul-
sion to make them fit came 
in. If the bed was longer 
than the individual lying in 
it, Procrustes would ham-
mer or rack the body un-
til it filled the bed’s space. 
Those too tall didn’t escape 
an equally gruesome fate 
— Procrustes would cut off 
their limbs to make them 
the right size for the bed. It’s 
fair to say no one wanted to 
find themselves in the Pro-
crustean bed. Eventually, 
the Minotaur-killing Greek 
hero Theseus turned the 
tables on Procrustes, fatally 
adjusting him to fit his own 
bed.

Today, we live in a society 
where many versions of 
Procrustes have been al-
lowed to become innkeep-
ers... by us, who else? Tragi-
cally, today it is not hands 

and legs, but our minds that 
are being boxed into rigid 
iron bed like compartments. 
Initially, one is invited to 
partake of something lucra-
tive and apparently free, 
akin to Procrustes’ meal and 
hospitality at his inn, and 
then, one is trapped in the 
iron bed and cut to size, with 
no way out.

Today’s Procrustes is 
shrewd. He doesn’t invite 
just a single person into his 
inn. His bed is much, much 
larger, and can entrap large 
groups, societies and even 
countries. Today’s Pro-
crustes doesn’t hammer the 
victims into iron beds im-
mediately, but takes his time, 
lulling them into stupor.

Often, today’s ‘Procrustean 
Guests’ start in comfortable 
and enjoyable situations. 
Very soon, things start be-
coming slightly uncomfort-
able, and they protest mildly, 
but begin to make slight ad-
justments to accommodate 
the discomforts. In case they 
protest a bit too loudly, oth-
ers shush them down.

Gradually, as more and 
more rigidity is introduced, 
dissenters are ‘hammered 
in’ and ‘chopped down’ to 
fit the Procrustean iron bed. 
Herd mentality keeps dis-
sent down, and the ‘sheep’ 
begin to adjust to preva-
lent traditions, rules and 
ritual, to avoid discomfort, 
unpleasantness and short-
term problems with habits, 
people and things that they 
are attached to. 

The ‘faithful’ and the hope-

ful, keep trying unnaturally 
to fit into every newly in-
troduced scheme or pattern 
hoping to gain some com-
fort and avoid conflict. The 
tragedy is that most people 
don’t even realise they are 
in a Procrustean bed until 
it is much too late, and they 
haven’t the will or energy left 
to escape to freedom of non-
conformity and diversity.

We must remember, there 
are no free lunches in life. 
Some Procrustes is always 

lurking around to extract 
his pound of flesh. If you 
are on free email or on social 
media sites, it is your private 
information that’s at risk. If 
you are getting free or dis-
counted gifts in shops, they 
could be stuff nearing their 
expiry date. Low cost medi-
cine being distributed in 
third world countries may 
be banned in donor coun-
tries and dumped on you. 
The list goes on and on.

Unfortunately, a lot of us 

are happy to be stuck in an 
invisible Procrustean bed 
of sorts nowadays. Once 
hooked to freebies, we be-
come easy prey, and are 
trapped in Procrustean 
beds of debt and addictions, 
trapped in a straitjacket 
with no room for any ma-
noeuvring.

Deepam Chatterjee is the author 
of The Millennial Yogi. He can 
be contacted on  deepamchatter-
jee@yahoo.co.in

THE PROCRUSTEAN BED
iNviSiBlE TRAP

When a desire to create arises from within you, then that 
desire or feeling is Karma. It is Sukshma Karma (action at 
the subtle level). The moment a desire arises in your mind, 
let us say to build a new building, then that’s it – the work 
or the action has already happened. For example, when 
the architect has made the blueprint of the house, then 
the construction of the house has already happened. Then 
there is Sthula Karma (action at the material level), such 
as bringing the bricks, stones, mortar, and constructing 
the house with them.

So, the subtle desires or feelings that arise beyond the 
realm of the five elements is also called Karma, and the 
action that takes place in the realm of the five principle 
elements is also called Karma. Further to this, whatever 

impressions (as a result of the action) get imprinted upon the mind also becomes Karma 
that one must go through. Certain activities and actions imprint certain impressions on 
the mind, creating Karma.

Karma is the accumulated impression of past activity, either 
of thought, emotion or physical action. The quality of the 
karma that you gather is not necessarily in terms of action 
alone. It is also in terms of the volition with which action 
is performed. This moment, the very way you think, feel, 
understand and act is a deep conditioning of past activity. 
That is karma.

When there is a clear space between you and your body 
and mind – it is not that you are trying to watch this or that 
– simply a clear space has come, then whatever karma that 
is there in the mind, the body or energy, everything has be-
come separate from you. If one establishes this distinction in 
their life, if it becomes a living reality, there is no karma for 
that person. Nothing touches him or her anymore.

This is not something that you do mentally. If you try that, 
you are trying to avoid karma and that will lead to you acquiring more karma because 
you are resisting. You have created an aversion, which results in the building of more 
karma. If you have an aversion to karma and are trying to push it away, in the effort to 
push it away, you only build more karma. But if you come to a living experience that “this 
body is not me, this mind is not me,” then there is a different kind of wisdom and under-
standing in you. When you understand only with the intellect, it leads to deceptive states.

‘It is not in fact a law, because there is nobody behind it as 
a lawgiver. On the contrary, it is intrinsic to existence itself. 
It is the very nature of life: whatsoever you sow, you reap. 
But it is complex, it is not so simple, it is not so obvious.

To make it more clear, try to understand it in a psycho-
logical way, because the modern mind can understand 
only if something is explained in a psychological way. In 
the past, when the law of karma was talked about – when 
Buddha talked about it and Mahavira talked about it – 
they had used physiological, physical analogies. Man has 
gone far away from that, man has moved far away from 
that. Now man lives more in the psychological, so this will 
be helpful.

The law of karma is not some philosophy, some abstrac-
tion. It is simply a theory which explains something true 

inside your being. The net result: either we respect ourselves, or we despise and feel 
contemptible, worthless and unlovable.

GURU SPEAK lAw Of KARmA

Sri Sri ravi Shankar 

oSho

Sadhguru

Deepam Chatterjee

The fear of the unknown is a very 
common human tendency. Most 
people are constantly engaged 
in making sure that their world 
plays out just like how their mind 
would imagine. However, the re-
ality is that there is no possibility 
for growth without embracing 
the unknown.

When we shut off the mystery 
or awe factor in life, we not only 
curtail growth, but also unknow-
ingly make life mechanical. Just 
like there is no fun in watching 
a game whose result is already 
known, life will also be very bor-
ing and mechanical if everything 
were to be predestined.

Life is a combination of what 
is certain and what is unknown. 
Though they appear to be op-
posite, life is incomplete if either 
of them is missing. Within the 
sphere of limited perception there 
is a part in us that is certain about 
some things. There is another 
part that is always probing into 
the unknown, triggering won-
derment about many mysteries.

The wise are the ones who ac-
quire the skills to face and handle 
uncertainty. If one can become 
comfortable with the world of 
constant change, then he or she 

will be able to proactively re-
spond to and capitalize the vast 
possibilities that life offers.

The way of the wise is to see 
uncertainty with a sense of won-
derment. Wonderment is the be-
ginning of new knowledge. Cre-
ativity dawns by stretching the 
wonder. The attitude of ‘I know’ 
makes one closed and limited. ‘I 
don’t know’ makes way for new 
possibilities. When one moves 
with ‘I know it all’, he or she gets 
stuck with a fixed concept.

Often one says ‘I don’t know’ 
out of frustration. Turning that 
ugly ‘I don’t know’ to an ‘I don’t 
know!’ that is marked by wonder-
ment arising out of knowing the 
endless possibilities is the path of 
growth. The more one knows, the 
more wonderment dawns about 
the unknown. It is beautifully 
said in the Upanishads, “One 
who says, I don’t know, knows 
it, and the one who says, I know, 
doesn’t know!” It’s said that what 
is known is not even the tip of the 
iceberg of the unknown.

Wonderment is not about 
something which is old. Cer-
tainty is about something which 
is not new. Life is a combination 
of old and new. The person who 
only wonders looks lost and con-
fused. And the one who is certain 
about everything, takes things for 
granted and tends to become in-
ert and dull. Knowing to embrace 
both adds spark and charm in life. 
The ability to strike the perfect 
balance of surety with a sense of 
awe is a sign of growth in life.

Wonderment dawns when the 
mind encounters something it 
perceives as vast. It brings a feel-
ing of expansion. When we are 
in awe, we see things differently 
and our powers of observation 

become sharp. The feeling of awe 
expands our sense of time and we 
become alive and engaged in the 
present regardless of the past and 
future.

A sense of astonishment brings 
wakefulness, and when we are 
awakened, we see

that the whole creation is full of 
wonders. If one doesn’t get awed 
by the magnificence of this cre-
ation, his or her eyes are yet to 
open. In an awakened state, when 
the eyes close with a sense of awe, 
that is meditation!

 Our perception of the world 

does not really matter to What Is. 
This creation is an unfathomable 
secret and when we become sure 
about it, its mysteries deepen. 
Deepening the mystery of cre-
ation is science and deepening the 
mystery of the Self is spirituality. 
If neither science nor spirituality 
can create wonder in you, then 
you are in a deep slumber.

Wonderment creates the desire 
to probe deeper. Without this in-
tense quest of man to know more 
about life, all the progress made 
by humanity wouldn’t have been 
possible. Though we are born cu-
rious, we tend to lose the probing 
nature when we disconnect our-
selves from the real awe factor of 
life. Regaining our sense of curi-
osity is important to our success.

A focused and calm mind 
brings up innocence and non-
judgmental state which is the be-
ginning point of any knowledge. 
That’s why regular meditation is 
vital for creating a clean slate of 
knowing! When we begin to ask 
lots of questions without judg-
ment, unknown facets of life start 
unfolding.

Ask what is relevant and about 
something that you really want 
to know. Probe beyond the ques-
tions that can be answered in ei-
ther yes or no. Wonder is a ques-
tion for which we don’t seek an 
answer. Drop the sense of being 
right and known. Wonder about 
the world that you don’t know 
yet. There is charm beyond the 
mundane. The unknown world 
is beyond what is seen and imag-
ined. Close your eyes, meditate, 
quieten the mind and deepen the 
wonder!

Wonderment is said to be the 
preface to yoga, the union. Be the 
wonder that you are!

THE wOw fACTOR iN lifE
wONDERmENT

Sri Sri ravi Shankar 

Deepening the mystery of creation is science and deepening the mystery of the Self is spirituality.

Wonderment is the beginning of new knowledge.

Life is a combination of old and new. The person 
who only wonders looks lost and confused. And the 
one who is certain about everything, takes things 
for granted and tends to become inert and dull. 
Knowing to embrace both adds spark and charm 
in life. The ability to strike the perfect balance of 
surety with a sense of awe is a sign of growth in life.
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FROM PARIS WITH LOVE 

Chirag Shetty tweets his wishes on his 
win with Satwiksairaj Rankireddy

Indian shuttler Chirag Shetty 
took to social media to express 
his happiness after clinching 
the French Open 2022 men’s 
doubles title with partner 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy.

Chirag Shetty and Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy of India 
took home their first BWF 
Super 750 championship on 
Sunday by winning the men’s 
doubles event at the French 
Open 2022. “From Paris with 
the # FrenchOpen,” Chirag 
tweeted.

The Indian badminton 
team defeated Chinese Tai-
pei’s Lu Ching Yao and Yang 
Po Han 21-13, 21-19 in the final 
after eliminating the top seeds 
from Japan, Takuro Hoki and 
Yugo Kobayashi, in the quar-
terfinals.

Despite the fact that their 
previous three victories on 
the BWF World Tour came in 
lower-level competition, Chi-
rag Shetty and Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy won this one.

The Thailand Open 2019 
and the India Open 2022 
were both Super 500 com-
petitions, while their first, the 
Hyderabad Open 2018, was a 
Super 100 competition, as per 
Olympics.com.

Additionally, this was the 
first time an Indian men’s 
doubles team won the French 

Open badminton champion-
ship since Partho Ganguli 
and Vikram Singh’s victory 
in 1983.

The seventh-seeded team in 
the competition, Chirag Shet-
ty and Satwiksairaj Rankired-
dy, who are ranked as the No. 
8 men’s doubles team in the 
world, got off to a fast start by 
winning the first five points 
of the match. The Indian pair 
easily controlled the first game 
and won it because of their ag-
gressive style of badminton.

In the second game, Chi-
rag Shetty and Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy, who were facing 
Chinese Taipei opponents for 
the first time, carried the mo-

mentum and entered halftime 
with a comfortable six-point 
lead.

However, Lu Ching Yao and 
Yang Po Han showed bravery 
and fought their way back into 
the game, levelling the score at 
14 all.

The match’s momentum 
obviously changed after the 
comeback, as Lu Ching Yao 
and Yang Po Han battled val-
iantly to grab a 19-17 lead.

The in-form Indian duo, 
who won the Commonwealth 
Games championship ear-
lier this year in Birmingham, 
showed exceptional maturity 
by controlling their nerves to 
win the game, match, and title.
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Chirag Shetty and Satwiksairaj Rankireddy.

NEW DIRECTION

BCCI appoints Ashish Shelar as 
observer for J-K Cricket Association

Afghanistan’s Gulbadin Naib 
replaces injured Hazratullah Zazai

The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) has 
appointed its treasurer, Ash-
ish Shelar, as an observer 
for the Jammu and Kashmir 
Cricket Association and 
its joint secretary, Devajit 
Saikia, as an observer for the 
Bihar Cricket Association.

The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) an-
nounced the appointments 
of Ashish Shelar, Honor-
ary Treasurer of BCCI, as 
an observer for the Jammu 
and Kashmir Cricket Asso-
ciation, and Devajit Saikia, 
Joint Secretary, BCCI, as an 
observer for the Bihar Crick-
et Association,” a release 
said. Ashish Shelar was 
appointed BCCI treasurer 
at the 91st Annual General 

Meeting of BCCI held in 
Mumbai on October 18. At 
the meeting, former Indian 
fast bowler Roger Binny 
succeeded Sourav Gan-
guly as the new President 

of the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI). He 
is the 36th chief of the Indian 
cricket board. Jay Shah was 
also reappointed as BCCI 
Secretary.

TDG NETWORK
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T20I WORLD CUP

Afghanistan have been 
forced to change their 
squad at the ongoing ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup with 
the team losing hard-hitting 
opener Hazratullah Zazai to 
injury.

Zazai, whose stunning 162* 
against Ireland in Dehradun 
in 2019 maintains the record 
for the second-highest total 
in men’s T20I cricket, has 
been battling kidney con-
cerns and has been ruled 
out for the remainder of 
the tournament. Gulbadin 
Naib, an experienced hitter 
who is already in Australia 
and will get the opportunity 
to play in this tournament, 
has taken his position in Af-
ghanistan’s 15-player squad.

In order for Afghanistan 
to have any hope of mak-
ing it to the semifinals, they 
must win their next match 
against Sri Lanka on Tues-
day in Brisbane and their 
tournament-ending match 
against Australia on Friday 
in Adelaide. The only team 

in Australia without a win 
is Mohammad Nabi’s group, 
but they have been a little 
unlucky since they have 
taken part in two games 
that have been called off due 
to rain without a ball being 
bowled.

Zazai managed just seven 
runs against England during 
the only match Afghanistan 
have been able to complete 
at the T20 World Cup, with 
the left-hander dismissed 
courtesy of a brilliant catch 

from Liam Livingstone.Af-
ghanistan squad: Moham-
mad Nabi (c), Najibullah 
Zadran, Rahmanullah Gur-
baz, Azmatullah Omarzai, 
Darwish Rasooli, Fareed 
Ahmad Malik, Fazal Haq 
Farooqi, Ibrahim Zadran, 
Mujeeb ur Rahman, Naveen 
ul Haq, Qais Ahmad, Rashid 
Khan, Salim Safi, Gulbadin 
Naib, Usman Ghani. Stand-
by Players: Afsar Zazai, 
Sharafuddin Ashraf and 
Rahmat Shah.
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Gulbadin Naib

Ashish Shelar

The Board of Control 
for Cricket in India on 
Monday announced 

the squad for the upcoming 
ODI and Test series against 
Bangladesh and three T20Is 
and three ODIs in New Zea-
land.

Earlier, Hardik Pandya was 
announced as the captain of 
the Indian squad in the T20Is 
against New Zealand, with 
Rishabh Pant being his dep-
uty, while Shikhar Dhawan 
will lead the Men in Blue in the 
ODIs against the Kiwis.

The Men in Blue will be cap-
tained by Rohit Sharma for 
both the ODI and Test series, 
vs Bangladesh, while KL Ra-
hul will play the role of deputy. 
Rahul Tripathi and Yash Dayal 
got their call-up for the ODIs. 
Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli, and 
KL Rahul have been rested for 
the upcoming white-ball series 
against New Zealand.

Team India will play three 
ODIs and two Tests against 
Bangladesh. The opening ODI 

will take place on December 4, 
followed by the second and 
third matches on December 7 
and 10 respectively.

The Test series against Ban-
gladesh will begin on Decem-
ber 14 with the first Test, and 
the second one will begin on 
December 22. Jasprit Bum-
rah, who was ruled out of the 
T20 World Cup due to a back 
injury, has been rested from 
these tours again to give him 
adequate time to recover fully.

Shubman Gill, Ishan Kis-
han, Deepak Hooda, and 
Sanju Samson will be among 
the players who will have an 

opportunity in the T20Is and 
ODIs against New Zealand 
as well as in the series against 
Bangladesh. Rajat Patidar and 
Rahul Tripathi impressed with 
their batting performances 
during the white-ball series 
between India A and New 
Zealand A.

Team India will play. The 
first T20I will be played on 
November 18, followed by the 
second and third on November 
20 and November 22, respec-
tively. The three-match ODI 
series will start on November 
25. The last time India toured 
New Zealand was in January-

February 2020.
India are placed second in 

Group 2 in the Super 12 after 
winning two of their last three 
games in the ongoing T20 
World Cup. The Men in Blue 
are tied with Bangladesh and 
trail South Africa by one point. 
Bangladesh will be their next 
opponents at the Adelaide 
Oval. They would play Zim-
babwe in their final game.

India should advance to 
the semifinals with victories 
in its final two games. And 
since New Zealand is in first 
place in Group 1, it appears 
that the two nations will face 
off in the semifinal. Squad for 
New Zealand T20Is: Hardik 
Pandya (C), Rishabh Pant 
(vc & wk), Shubman Gill, Is-
han Kishan, Deepak Hooda, 
Surya Kumar Yadav, Shreyas 
Iyer, Sanju Samson (wk), W 
Sundar, Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Kuldeep Yadav, Arshdeep 
Singh, Harshal Patel, Mohd. 
Siraj, Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
and Umran Malik.

Squad for New Zealand 
ODIs: Shikhar Dhawan (C), 

Rishabh Pant (vc & wk), 
Shubman Gill, Deepak Hooda, 
Surya Kumar Yadav, Shreyas 
Iyer, Sanju Samson (wk), W 
Sundar, Shardul Thakur, 
Shahbaz Ahmed, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Kuldeep Yadav, Ar-
shdeep Singh, Deepak Cha-
har, Kuldeep Sen and Umran 
Malik.

Squad for Bangladesh ODIs: 
Rohit Sharma (C), KL Rahul 
(vc), Shikhar Dhawan, Virat 
Kohli, Rajat Patidar, Shreyas 
Iyer, Rahul Tripathi, Rishabh 
Pant (wk), Ishan Kishan (wk), 
Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel, 
W Sundar, Shardul Thakur, 
Mohd. Shami, Mohd. Siraj, 
Deepak Chahar and Yash 
Dayal.

Squad for Bangladesh Tests: 
Rohit Sharma (C), KL Rahul 
(VC), Shubman Gill, Chetesh-
war Pujara, Virat Kohli, 
Shreyas Iyer, Rishabh Pant 
(wk), KS Bharat (wk), Ravi-
chandran Ashwin, Ravindra 
Jadeja, Axar Patel, Kuldeep 
Yadav, Shardul Thakur, Mohd. 
Shami, Mohd. Siraj, Umesh 
Yadav.
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Hardik Pandya

BCCI ANNOUNCES SQUAD AGAINST 
BANGLADESH, NEW ZEALAND

DEVELOPMENT

RELIANCE FOUNDATION, MIZORAM FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION JOIN 
HANDS TO BUILD GRASSROOTS-LEVEL COMPETITIVE PATHWAY

Reliance Industries’ cor-
porate social responsibility 
arm, Reliance Foundation, 
and Mizoram Football As-
sociation have joined hands 
to expand, transform, and 
create a complete hyper-local 
pathway and decentralised 
approach to grassroots foot-
ball in the northeastern state 
through the Reliance Founda-
tion Young Champs (RFYC) 
Naupang (Children) League.

The Naupang League aims 
to develop local ecosystems 
and enable aspiring and tal-
ented footballers as young 
as five-year-olds, both boys 
and girls, to gain competi-
tive and practice exposure, a 
Reliance Foundation release 
said. The focus is on a broad 

base of multi-tier age-group 
engagements that operate all 
through the year and mean-
ingfully engage players, it 
said. Reliance Foundation 
Founder Chairperson Nita 
M Ambani said, “Football 
is a way of life in Mizoram, 
woven into its social and cul-
tural fabric. This partnership 
between RF Young Champs 
and Mizoram Football As-
sociation will provide high-
quality training to talented 
young boys and girls. It will 
enable budding footballers 
as young as five years of age 
to gain competitive exposure 
and enhance play time.”

“I’m excited about the im-
mense possibilities it will 
open up for children in 
Mizoram, a state that is heav-
ily invested in football. At 
RFYC, we remain commit-

ted to unlocking the potential 
of grassroots football across 
India and helping aspiring 
footballers achieve their full 
potential,” she added.

Lalnghinglova Hmar, Hon-
orary Secretary, Mizoram 
Football Association and Ex-
ecutive Committee Member, 
AIFF, said, “We are extremely 
happy with the partnership 
forged between Mizoram 
Football Association and Re-
liance Foundation, and this 
project can be a game-chang-
er for Mizoram and Indian 
Football.”

“The community participa-
tion in the proposed Naupang 
League will add a different di-
mension to the competition as 
it will be a collective participa-
tion of kids, parents, and the 
local community that will 
drive and motivate the team 

like never before and fuel the 
competitiveness of the league. 
The pilot project in Mizoram, 
which we are confident will 
be successful, can be used as 
a blueprint for grassroots de-
velopment and is the first of 
its kind, in Indian football,” 
Hmar added.

The release said that the 
RFYC Naupang (Children) 
League would be hosted in 
four locations in Mizoram 
with two models of the league 
structure.

The Mizoram FA and dis-
trict FAs will host the leagues 
in Lunglei and Kolasib, en-
abled by RFYC, while two 
leagues in Aizawl and Cham-
phai will be owned and oper-
ated by Reliance Foundation 
Young Champs. The age 
categories begin at under 6 
and continue until under 13 

years, with multiple game 
formats. A minimum of 30 
games will be played by the 
kids. RF Young Champs will 
further integrate with RF 
Youth Sports in the region 
to ensure additional games 
and competitive exposure to 
deserving players.

The Mizoram football 
ecosystem is set to benefit 
immensely from Reliance 
Foundation’s Young Champs 
as the programme includes 
coach education and devel-
opment; referee develop-
ment; weekly coaching pro-
gramme for kids; quarterly 
camps (local) for emerging 
elite; enabling inter-district 
championship; and Reliance 
Foundation Young Champs 
camps in Mumbai for Best 
of the Best and better match-
day operations.
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Pandya to captain Team India in T20Is against New Zealand as Rohit, Rahul and Kohli rested.

UNCONTROLLED FANATICISM 

‘NOT OKAY WITH THIS FANATICISM, ABSOLUTE INVASION OF PRIVACY’: 
VIRAT KOHLI AFTER VIDEO OF HIS HOTEL ROOM LEAKED ONLINE

Star Indian batter Virat Kohli on 
Monday expressed shock at the 
“appalling” video of his Perth hotel 
room that surfaced on social media 
and said he was disappointed by 
the “fanaticism and absolute inva-
sion of privacy.”

“I understand that fans get very 
happy and excited seeing their 
favourite players and get excited 
to meet them and I’ve always ap-
preciated that. But this video here 
is appalling and it’s made me feel 
very paranoid about my privacy. If 
I cannot have privacy in my own 
hotel room, then where can I really 
expect any personal space at all??” 
Virat posted on his Instagram ac-
count.

He also shared the video that 
has been circulating on Twitter, 
Instagram and other social media 
platforms and said that he is “not 
okay with this kind of fanaticism”. 
The video shared purportedly 
takes a tour of Virat’s room 
with shoes, suitcases, a vi-
sual of the room’s washroom, 
some personal belongings. 
At one point in the video that was 

titled “ King Kohli’s hotel room” a 
man who is apparently filming the 
video opens the wardrobe where 
the viewer gets to see an iron box. 
Virat said: “I’m NOT okay with 
this kind of fanaticism and abso-
lute invasion of privacy. Austra-
lian opener David Warner com-

mented while tagging the hotel, 
“This is ridiculous, totally unac-
ceptable. Was this @crownperth.” 
“Whosoever is responsible for 
this blunder should be shameful, 
a man who is dedicated towards 
the country and giving his maxi-
mum amount of time amongst the 

crowd should at least have some 
peaceful time in his own hotel 
room. This type of fanaticism is 
sick and should not be appreciat-
ed anywhere,” commented a fan. 
“This is completely wrong. We 
have to respect the privacy of any 
human even if that person is our 
favourite player. We do love him 
but we should respect his private 
space too,” another fan com-
mented.

Notably, Virat has had a fine ICC 
T20 World Cup so far. The bat-
ter has scored 156 runs in three 
matches so far with two half-cen-
turies, including his instant-classic 
match-winning 82* against Paki-
stan. He is the third-highest run 
scorer in the tournament so far. 
He also completed 1,000 runs 
at ICC T20 World Cup events 
on Sunday, becoming only 
the second player to do so. 
However, he did not have a 
great outing against South Af-
rica as he could score only 12 
runs and dropped a crucial 
catch of batter Aiden Markram. 
He will be next seen in ac-
tion against Bangladesh on  
2  November .
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A still from the video of Virat Kohli’s room.



POSITIVE ATTITUDE

Will try converting 
more chances in future: 
Skipper Harmanpreet

Indian men’s hockey team 
skipper Harmanpreet Singh 
said on Monday that his side 
will try to convert more chanc-
es into goals in their upcoming 
FIH Pro League matches.

The Indian Men’s Hockey 
Team started their cam-
paign at the FIH Men’s 
Hockey Pro League 
2022/23 with mixed 

results, 
as  they 
picked 

up 

a thrilling 
4-3 win over 
New Zealand 
in their first 
game,  and 
then went 
d o w n  2 - 3 
against Spain 
on Sunday 
at the iconic 
Kalinga Sta-
dium in Bhu-
baneswar. 
In their first 
game of the 
season, India 
went past the 

Kiwis with Mandeep Singh 
(52’, 57’) scoring a brace, while 
Mandeep Mor (14’) and skip-
per Harmanpreet Singh (42’) 
scoring a goal each as well. On 
Sunday, Captain Harmanpreet 
Singh (27’) and Abhishek (55’) 
scored a goal each for India, but 
Eduard de Ignacio-Simo (17’), 
Captain Marc Miralles (27’), 
and Marc Reyne (57’) scored 
three goals for Spain to help 
their team pick up the win.

Speaking on the team’s per-
formance after the match 
against Spain, Indian Men’s 
Hockey Team captain Har-
manpreet Singh said that they 
will work upon improving 

their finishing before the 
next round of matches.

“We were creating a lot 
of chances. We received 

a lot of penalty cor-
ners. We were trying 
for different varia-
tions and combina-
tions. But some-

times, they do not 
work out,” the 
Indian defender 

said, as per a 
press re-
lease from 

Hockey 
India.

TDG NETWORK
BHUBANESWAR

sports16 the daily guardian review
tue sday |  01  november 2022
new delhi

ALL ROUND PLAYER

HARD TO FIND WEAKNESS IN SKY’S 
TECHNIQUE: STEPHEN FLEMING
Former New Zealand skip-
per Stephen Fleming has said 
that it is very hard to find an 
area of weakness in the tech-
nique of Suryakumar Yadav, 
who was the lone warrior for 
the Men in Blue in their dis-
appointing show with the bat 
against South Africa in the 
Group 2, Super 12 match of 
ICC T20 World Cup in Perth.

On a bouncy, fast Perth 
surface where heavyweights 
like KL Rahul, Virat Kohli 
and skipper Rohit Sharma 
failed to go big and all other 
Indian batters combined 57 
runs in 80 balls, Suryakumar 
seemed to be unfazed, playing 
his natural game to score 68 
off 40 balls that helped India 
post 133/9 in their 20 overs, 
which was chased down by 
South Africa with five wick-
ets in hand and two balls to 
spare. “He just has a really 
positive mindset,” Fleming 

said on ESPNCricinfo’s pro-
gramme T20 Time: Out.

“And he has a very open 
and aggressive stance, which 
allows him to play a lot of 
unusual areas. So he has 
sort of created a technique 
which bowlers are finding it 
hard to find the right lengths 

[against] because if they are 
full he will hit all the way 
over cover or around; if they 
are fractionally short he will 
go over third man and point.”

“And anything straight, he 
is very good with the short 
ball. So he has developed a 
technique that is very hard 

to find an area of weakness,” 
Fleming said.

On the same show, former 
South African skipper Faf Du 
Plessis also heaped praise on 
Suryakumar, his skillset, shot 
range and composure.

“His skill set is so high that 
as a bowler you do not feel like 
you can tie him down to cer-
tain areas. He has got all the 
different shots, he scores in all 
the different areas,” du Plessis 
said. “The thing that stands 
out for me with him is his 
composure. With a guy who 
has got so many shots, I al-
most never see him be frantic 
and feel rushed. He has just 
got this calmness about him. 
He knows when to pull that 
trigger, go through the gears, 
and he just always looks calm. 
He is just a fantastic T20 play-
er to watch. He is the perfect 
guy that as a youngster you 
look at how you go through 
different gears at different 
stages of the game,” Plessis 
concluded.
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Suryakumar Yadav

Virat Kohli dropped the catch of Markram.

T20I WC

IF YOU TAKE THOSE CATCHES, IT’S A DIFFERENT 
THING: BHUVNESHWAR AFTER LOSS TO SA
Indian pacer Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar said that had India 
successfully converted all 
their dropped catches and 
misses into wickets, things 
could have been different 
for the Men in Blue, who 
succumbed to a five-wicket 
loss to South Africa in their 
ICC T20 World Cup 2022 
match in Perth on Sunday.
Brilliant half-centuries 
from Aiden Markram and 
David Miller helped South 
Africa overcome early hic-
cups and defeat India by 
five wickets in their Group 
2, Super 12 match. “If you 
take those catches, it is a 
different thing,” ICC quoted 
Bhuvneshwar as saying in a 
media conference after the 
match.

“The catches we dropped, 
or the misses, I think that 
is where, not the moment 
specifically, but we knew if 
we could have got those it 
would have changed things, 

things could have been dif-
ferent.” “But I don’t think 
there was any particular 
moment where we can say 
that things shifted towards 
their side (South Africa),” 
he added.

Bhuvneshwar is indeed 
right.  Catches do win 
matches, and with every 
missed catch or run-out, 

India’s chances of defeat-
ing South Africa were re-
duced, despite having them 
trapped at 24/3 in their 
powerplay overs.

Yadav had missed a 
chance to run out Makram 
earlier, and Rohit wasted a 
golden run-out opportunity 
as he failed to hit the target.

Perhaps the most disap-

pointing miss came when 
Markram was on 35 and 
was dropped by Virat Kohli 
in the outfield. Kohli tried to 
juggle it back into his hands, 
but it fell to the ground. The 
cameras captured a shocked 
Ravichandran Ashwin, who 
could not believe that one of 
the finest fielders of the era 
had dropped a dolly.
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EXCLUSIVE

LOVE AND RESPECT WE RECEIVED AFTER OLYMPICS STILL FRESH IN OUR MINDS: SAVITA PUNIA

Encouraged by her grandfa-
ther, Mahinder Singh, to take up 
hockey and then join the Sports 
Authority of India (SAI) centre 
at Hisar, there was no stopping 
for this Haryanvi girl. Savita 
Punia, who is an Indian field 
hockey player and is a member 
of the Indian women’s national 
field hockey team, hails from 
Haryana and plays as the goal-
keeper. She is also known as the 
“Great Wall of India” because of 
her phenomenal performance 
in the 2020 Summer Olympics, 
though the team missed the 
bronze medal in Tokyo Olym-
pic 2020 by just a margin. We 
spoke exclusively with Savita 
Punia, Indian women hockey 
team captain and goalkeeper…
below are the excerpts….
Q. You are known as the “Wall of In-
dian Hockey”, how does it feel and 
how has the journey been from the 

scratch to clinching this title? 
 A. Yes, it definitely feels good. 
But this honour comes with im-
mense responsibility. Because 
if anything goes wrong, God 
forbid, or if we ever miss on any 
point or any medal, being the 
captain, I have to be ready to 
take the critics, blame, and even 
the brickbats very positively. 
And yes, it’s a vice versa too, 
because when we emerge vic-
torious, then I am the one who 
receives the most accolades. But 
I will confess that such recog-
nition boosts your confidence 
manifolds and you feel like 
achieving much more for your 
country.
About the journey I can say that 
initially I was not too interested 
in the game, but later, when 
my father spent twenty thou-
sand rupees on my hockey kit, I 
started to see the game in a new 
light and got serious about it. In 
2007, I was picked for my first 

national camp in Lucknow, and I 
was lucky enough to get trained 

by a top goalkeeper.
Q. So, how are the preparations go-

ing on for Asian games and Paris 
Olympics 2024?
A. Definitely, the love and re-
spect we received after the To-
kyo Olympics is still very fresh 
in our minds. The whole team 
wants to repay the gratitude in 
the form of a medal in the com-
ing Paris Olympics of 2024. Ac-
tually, the love from all of you is 
the motivation that constantly 
encourages us to push our 
boundaries.
So, preparations for the Asian 
Games and Paris Olympics 2024 
are on the good track and we can 
ensure that we will give our best 
to achieve what we missed last 
time. Yeah, first target is Asian 
Games.
Q. This time in CWG 2022 Indian 
Women’s Hockey team created his-
tory, your reaction?
A. Yes, the credit goes to the 
entire team for sure. After the 
Tokyo Olympics, we did a lot 
of hard work. We, under the 

guidance of our coaches, were 
already in the mindset of giving 
a rocking performance. And 
so we did.  Of course, a medal 
is a medal, so we have to bring 
a medal for India in the Asian 
Games. After all, it has been a 
very long wait of 16 years.

Just a second ago, I was talk-
ing to my coach on the phone re-
garding this only. To be honest, 
there isn’t a single day that goes 
by that we don’t talk about “Oh, 
this tactic is unbeatable,” “Yeah, 
let’s restore the last one,” “Oh, 
let’s do this, let’s do that,” so our 
game is getting better by the day. 
One match we play and we draw 
learnings, we often predict that 
Ok this match is easy, we can 
easily win it, and so I mean to 
say that every experienced play-
er is well aware of the intensity 
of the matches he or she is going 
to play. And we even know the 
opponents’ strengths and weak-
nesses most of the time. So, we 

prepare accordingly.
The training camps are well 

organized days before the tour-
nament and in those camps, we 
are left with no choice except to 
listen to the coach and the staff. 
This time too, the same will 
happen, and we are rigorously 
working on ourselves. Let’s 
hope for the best!

Yes, of course, and I am ex-
tremely proud of this. The credit 
should go to the Haryana gov-
ernment and our sports minister 
and, needless to say, the sports 
policies of the state which en-
courage not only the sportsper-
son but also his entire family 
by providing them with all that 
they need. I mean, the player 
just has to concentrate on the 
sport he or she plays. The rest is 
taken care of by the government. 
Parents are assured that if their 
children pursue sports as a ca-
reer and excel at it, they will not 
be disappointed. 

Savita Punia

SUPRIYA SAXENA 
NEW DELHI

Australia bundled out Ire-
land for 137 and won by 
42 runs in their Group 1, 

Super 12 match of the ongoing ICC 
T20 World Cup in Brisbane on 
Monday, thanks to a half-century 
from Captain Aaron Finch and fi-
ery bowling from bowlers.

Lorcan Tucker scored the highest 
for Ireland with an unbeaten 71 off 
48 balls. For Australia, Pat Cum-
mins, Glenn Maxwell, Mitchell 
Starc, and Adam Zampa bagged 
two wickets each. Defending a 
competitive target of 180, Australia 
got off to a flying start as the bowl-
ers dismissed both Ireland openers, 
Paul Stirling and Captain Andy 
Balbirnie, cheaply. Balbirnie went 
back to the pavilion as Pat Cum-
mins delivered a stunning bowl to 
bowl out Ireland’s opener, while 
Glenn Maxwell removed star bat-
ter Stirling in the third over of the 
game.

In the same third over, Maxwell 
struck again as he dismissed new 
batter Harry Tector for 6 off 4. In 
the 4th over of the game, Mitchell 
Starc gave a double blow to Ireland 
as he sent Curtis Campher and 
George Dockrell packing, leaving 

Ireland tottering at 25/5. The top 
order of the Irish batting order was 
destroyed within the powerplay.

Lorcan Tucker and Gareth Dela-
ny hammered Starc for 14 runs in 
the 6th over of the innings to ease 
some pressure from their team. 
The Irish duo kept piling up runs 
while gathering singles at regular 
intervals.

However, Delany could not stand 
long on the ground as he was dis-
missed by Marcus Stoinis after 
scoring 14 runs off 10 deliveries. 
Tucker opened his hands and 
slammed Starc for 12 runs in the 
12th over of the innings.

Adam Zampa then gave Ireland 
another blow as he removed Mark 
Adair for 11 off 11 in the 13th over of 
the innings. After this, Ireland kept 
losing wickets at regular intervals. 
The right-handed batter, Barry 
McCarthy, then came to bat in the 
crease.

Tucker brought up his half-cen-
tury with a 98m six off the delivery 
of Josh Hazlewood in the 16th over 
of the innings. Tucker continued 
his aggressive form as he slammed 
Australian bowlers all around the 
ground.

Starc delivered a massive over as 
he conceded 18 runs, with Tucker 

hammering him for three stunning 
fours. Cummins then delivered a 
slower short-of-length delivery to 
strike out batter McCarthy for three 
runs on seven pitches.

The last batter, Joshua Little, came 
out to bat but could not do much as 
he was run out by Mitchell Marsh 
and Maxwell and handed a big 42-
run win to Australia.

Earlier, a calculated half-century 
from Captain Aaron Finch and 
his quick-fire partnership with all-
rounder Marcus Stoinis powered 
Australia to a competitive 179/5 in 
their 20 overs.

Finch (63) and Stoinis (35) had a 
70-run stand for the fourth wicket 
after the Aussies were left at 84/3 in 
the second half of the innings. Barry 
McCarthy (3/29) was the star of the 
bowlers for the Irish.

Put to bat first by Ireland, Austra-
lia was off to a tricky start as they 
lost the opener, David Warner, for 
3 off 7 to Barry McCarthy after the 
batter pulled it straight to Mark 
Adair at backward square leg. Aus-
tralia was 8/1 in 2.1 overs.

Following this early hiccup, Cap-
tain Aaron Finch was joined by 
Mitchell Marsh. Marsh took on 
confident Irish bowlers head-on, 
starting with a four in the leg side 

region on his first ball.
Finch also started to switch gears 

in the fifth over, smashing a four 
and a six. This over by Adair gave 
away 14 runs. At the end of the 
powerplay in six overs, Australia 
was at 38/1, with Finch (23*) and 
Marsh (11*).

Fionna Hand was smashed for 
two sixes by Marsh in the seventh 
over. The 50-run stand between 
the duo was formed in just 36 balls 
and the Aussies were slowly taking 
control of the match.

The 52-run stand between the 
duo was over when Marsh nicked 
the ball straight into keeper Lorcan 
Tucker’s hands in the eighth over. 
Marsh was back in the hut for 28 
off 22 balls and McCarthy got his 
second wicket of the match.

Glenn Maxwell joined Finch 
in the crease. He survived some 
leg-before-wicket attempts and 
smacked a huge straight six to end 
the first half of the innings. At the 
end of 10 overs, Australia was at 
78/2, with Maxwell (13*) and Finch 
(29*). After being bludgeoned by 
Finch for a four through the covers, 
pacer Joshua Little bounced back to 
produce a breakthrough to dismiss 
Maxwell for 13 off 9 balls, after he 
was caught by Tucker.
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Australian Skipper Aaron Finch.

AUSTRALIA BUNDLE OUT IRELAND 
FOR 137 TO CLINCH 42-RUN WIN

Harmanpreet Singh 


