
As Delhi and National Capi-
tal Region (NCR) reels un-
der severe air pollution 

that has reached an alarming level 
leading to multiple health hazards 
of citizens, state governments have 
been busy in politicking by playing 
blame game. Instead of solutions, 
leaders are coming out with bi-
zarre, short-sighted and shallow 
ideas. The result: The National 
capital is gasping for fresh air. 

It has been same every year. As 
winter sets in Delhiites struggle to 

breathe. After Diwali as stubble 
burning begins in nearby states, 
the air quality index (AQI) starts 
fluctuating between ‘very poor’ 
to ‘severe’, turning Delhi and 
NCR into a gas chamber. In Delhi, 
Wednesday was one such day with 
AQI touching 406 mark in Anand 
Vihar, followed by ITO 382 and 
Akshardham 363. 

Noida, which is a part of the na-
tional capital region, slipped to 
an AQI of 406, and remained in 
the ‘severe’ category, while Guru-
gram’s AQI stood at 346 and at the 
‘very poor category, as per the data 
released by System of Air Quality 
and Weather Forecasting And Re-

search (SAFAR) India earlier this 
morning.

A student Rameshwari from ITO, 
said “I am very much concerned to 
breathe in Delhi nowadays. Vehic-
ular pollution and stubble burning 
have made Delhi’s air toxic, affect-
ing both the rich and the poor.” 

“We face the same thing in the 
winter every year. This time crack-
ers were sold in black and were 
burst in plenty. Now the toxic air 
is affecting everyone, especially the 
aged persons”, said Rajkumar, who 
works at Gulab Bhavan, ITO. 

Rinki Yadav, who came to Nehru 
Park for a walk, said “I am feeling 
irritation in my eyes. My children 

also feel uneasiness in breathing 
due to pollution. Both the Central 
and Delhi governments should 
make a concrete policy to curb 
pollution.” 

A Rajouri Garden resident Ka-
maldeep Singh, who came for a 
morning walk in Nehru Park, 
also expressed his concern over 
the deteriorated air quality in the 
national capital. Kamaldeep Singh 
said “I am feeling sore in my throat 
and acute irritation in my eyes. 
Kids and aged people nowadays 
are avoiding going on walks due 
to severe air pollution.”

However, politicians have 
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Morbi In a major turn in the 
Morbi bridge collapse case 
in Gujarat, the Additional 
Public Prosecutor of the case 
made a huge revelation, say-
ing that one of the accused 
managers of the Oreva com-
pany cited “ Act of God” in 

the court as a reason for the 
tragic mishap. 
“One of the two manag-
ers of Oreva company (that 
have been arrested) told 
the court that it is an ‘Act of 
God’,” said Additional Pub-
lic Prosecutor, Advocate HS 
Panchal. Another major 
revelation came up to the 
fore that the cable wires of 

the bridge were not in the 
ideal condition to be opened 
for the general masses and 
were “rusting away”. 
“In the Forensic Science 
Laboratory (FSL) report, 
the Investigating Officer (IO) 
said that the cable (of bridge) 
was rusting away. The In-
vestigating Officer says that 
only flooring of the bridge 

was done and the cables 
were not changed, oiling-
greasing also wasn’t done,” 
Advocate HS Panchal said. 
Adding that Prima facie, FSL 
officer says that it was an old 
cable. 

Asked about details of the 
accused sent to police cus-
tody today, Panchal said, 

Despite the world going 
through a phase of ‘Global 
crisis’, the world considers 
India as a “bright spot” as 
we continue our initiatives 
to strengthen the funda-
mentals of our economy, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said during his virtual 
address in Karnataka. 
“Although it is a time of 
global crisis, economists 

and experts across the 
world are describing India 
as a bright spot. We con-
tinue to work on our fun-
damentals to strengthen 
our economy. The free trade 
deals that have been signed 
give the world a glimpse of 
our preparedness,” PM Na-
rendra Modi said during his 
virtual inaugural address 
of Invest Karnataka 2022 
Summit . He said that India 
has eased the investments 

In a significant achievement, 
the number of fresh recruits 
in terrorist outfits active in 
Jammu and Kashmir has 
reduced this year with a 
first-ever surprising figure 
showing less number of lo-
cal terrorists compared to 
those infiltrating from Paki-
stan. Data collated by the 
security agencies states that 
the number of active terror-
ists in Jammu and Kashmir 
till 31 October this year is es-
timated at around 134. 

Of the 134 active terrorists 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 51 
are local terrorists (LTs) and 
83 are Foreign Terrorists 

(FTs), mentions the data re-
cently shared with the Min-
istry of Home Affairs (MHA). 

The terrorists mostly be-
long to outfits like Lashkar-
e-Taiba, its offshoot The 
Resistance Front, Jaish-e-
Mohammad and Hizbul Mu-
jahideen, an official citing the 
data said. 

Last year, the number of 
active terrorists was 184, in-
cluding 99 LTs and 85 FTs. 
A comparison of the two fig-
ures shows a clear reduction 
in the fresh recruitment of 
Jammu and Kashmir youths. 

Different terror groups 
have recruited nearly 700 
local youths in Jammu 
and Kashmir in the last 

Weaponisation 
of everYthing 
after 
uKraine War: 
JaishanKar 
KolKata: External af-
fairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar on Wednesday said 
the Ukraine conflict has 
dramatically widened the 
scope of political leverag-
ing, in which trade, debt, 
and even tourism are 
being weaponized as the 
points of pressure. 
Delivering a lecture at the 
IIM Calcutta, Jaishankar 
said there is a larger 
change today underway in 
international affairs that 
is very important to com-
prehend. “this emanates 
from the weaponisation 
of everything. In recent 
years, we have already 
seen, how trade, con-
nectivity, debt, resources 
and even tourism have 
become the point of politi-
cal pressure,” Jaishankar 
said on the topic of “India 
and the World”.

airtel 5g users 
crosseD 
1 million in less 
than a month
NEW DElhI: Unique 5G 
users for telecom opera-
tor airtel have crossed 1 
million mark just weeks 
after it launched the high-
speed services in India. 
the company achieved 
this milestone in less than 
30 days of its commercial 
launch of high-speed 
5G services. last month, 
airtel announced the ad-
vent of its 5G services in 
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, 
Bengaluru, hyderabad, 
Siliguri, Nagpur and 
Varanasi. 

top of the day

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) has summoned 
Jharkhand Chief Minister 

Hemant Soren, asking him 
to appear for questioning 
on 3 November in its ongoing 
probe into illegal mining case, 
sources said on Wednesday. 

Soren has been asked by 

the agency to appear be-
fore its Jharkhand’s Ranchi 
based regional office by 
11.30 am. The ED’s move 
came almost a month after it 

A day after Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
heaped praise on Rajasthan Chief Min-
ister Ashok Gehlot, Congress leader and 
former deputy chief minister Sachin Pilot 

termed it as a “very interesting” develop-
ment that “should not be taken lightly.” 

“The PM had similarly praised Ghulam Nabi 
Azad in Parliament. We saw what hap-
pened after that,” Pilot said. 

However, Gehlot later slammed Pilot for 
his statement about Prime 

Is there a big conspiracy being 
hatched to destabilise the Ashok 
Gehlot government in Rajasthan? 
This question is being raised in the 
political circles after former PCC chief 
Sachin Pilot’s latest statement of what 

shows his rivalry with Gehlot. Pilot, 
who was once removed from the post 
of PCC chief after the rebellion, has 
questioned the credibility of Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot. He has done 
so despite the fact that Rahul Gandhi 
recently not only lauded Gehlot’s pro-
people decisions but also stressed on 
the need to get them implemented in 

other states. After Rahul’s apprecia-
tion of the Gehlot government, the 
political uncertainty in Rajasthan 
was over. But Pilot has again taken a 
pot shot at the CM. In fact, by doing 
so, he has cast aspersions at the high 
command itself.

Whatever Sachin said during press 
interaction on Wednesday is being 

seen as another round of attempt to 
destabilise the government in Rajast-
han. All eyes are on the newly-elected 
Congress president Mallikarjuna 
Kharge to see whether he will take any 
action against leaders who are weak-
ening the party. Already, the high 
command’s silence on such acts has 

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday said that there 
is no way the State can pro-
hibit an interfaith couple 
from marrying. The court 
said this while hearing a pe-
tition moved by two foreign 
nationals seeking solemni-
sation of marriage and its 
registration under Special 

Marriage Act, 1954,
Justice Yashwant Varma 

was hearing the plea moved 
by a couple comprising a 
Hindu woman who is a Ca-
nadian citizen and a Chris-
tian man who is an Ameri-
can citizen who intend to 
marry. The counsel for the 
petitioner submitted that 
the couple has been residing 
in Delhi for over six months. 

New Delhi has raised serious objections 
to Colombo allowing refuelling of Chinese 
military vessels on high seas between In-
dia and Sri Lanka. Sources told The Daily 
Guardian that India has registered its 
objection and protest with Sri Lanka on 
this practice through proper diplomatic 
channels. “Sri Lanka recently allowed 

refuelling of Chinese military vessels on 
the high seas. It also provided tankers for 
picking up fuel from Chinese leased Ham-
bantota seaport,” sources said, adding, 

“Sri Lankan tankers were loaded with fuel 
from Hambantota port and they refuelled 
the vessels of the Chinese military.”

It is learnt that refuelling of Chinese 
 military vessels took place a few days ago. 

Through diplomatic channels, Delhi has 
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highlighted its concern over this kind 
of practice to allow Chinese warships on high 
seas near India, sources said. 

Sri Lanka has done it again despite India rais-
ing concerns over the same several times in the past, says 
an official.  India has already told Sri Lanka not to allow 
refuelling of Chinese military vessels. 

Colombo has also been asked not to allow Chinese 
warships to dock at its seaport including Hambantota 
like what has been done by it earlier despite India’s 
objection.  
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PILOT’S POTSHOTS AIMED AT ROCKING GEHLOT’S BOAT? 

ED summons Hemant Soren in Illegal 
mining case on Thursday

harmed the party 
massively in the 

past. By likening PM 
Modi’s praise for Gehlot 
to his admiration for Gh-

ulam Nabi Azad, Pilot has actually 
disregarded his CM only.

PM Modi has praised Gehlot several 
times in the past. He had appreciated 
Gehlot’s efforts to tackle the pandemic 
in various meetings. When Modi was 
Gujarat CM, he never had any con-
frontation with Gehlot over any issue. 
If PM Modi said that Gehlot is a senior 
CM, what is wrong in that? Undoubt-
edly, Gehlot is senior to PM Modi. 
But Pilot spoke as if he was more 
experienced than both Gehlot and 
Azad. The Congress on Wednesday 
defended Gehlot amid all this criti-
cism. Congress spokesperson Supriya 
Shrinate said that Ashok Gehlot has 
in fact shown mirror to Modi by men-
tioning about “democracy” and term-
ing India as “a country of Gandhi and 
Nehru” from the same dais.

Interestingly, Pilot’s statements have 
come just days after general secretary 
K.C. Venugopal’s warning to leaders 
against making any controversial 

comments in Rajasthan. Despite 
this, Pilot’s statements came against 
Gehlot, which hints at a conspiracy. 
This is all harming the party which is 
facing the worst ever crisis since its in-
ception. Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh 
are the only states left in the Congress 
kitty. It lost MP due to infighting. It 
went down to number 4 position in 
Punjab. With the party facing a series 
of electoral defeats, Congress insid-
ers are conspiring to rock the boat of 
Gehlot. Surprisingly, the high com-
mand is like a mute spectator.  Azad 
may have left the party after being 
upset with the present policy of the 
Congress, but he always stood by the 
party all through bad times. Gehlot 
has also a long political career span-
ning over 50 years, which is more 
than Sachin’s age.  Gehlot is the only 
leader who never left the party. He 
has been considered the only staunch 
loyalist of the Gandhi family. But he 
was stopped from becoming Con-
gress president. Moreover, his rivals 
tried to create a difference between 
him and the Gandhis.   

When the truth unravelled, Rahul 
called Gehlot to Bellary. Rahul ad-

mired his decisions during Bharat 
Jodo Yatra, reposing faith in him. 
After this, the Rajasthan crisis came 
to an end. CM Gehlot was also fo-
cussing on the Gujarat mission after 
that. Rahul also joined his mission 
and tweeted several promises that 
the Gehlot government fulfilled in 
Rajasthan. 

These policies are the old pen-
sion scheme, regularisation of daily 
wage employees, timely promotion, 
etc. Gehlot’s trips to Gujarat started 
creating a positive atmosphere for 
Congress. But in the midst of all 
this, Sachin Pilot once again tried to 
heat up politics in an apparent bid 
to destabilise the Congress govern-
ment. However, it will not impact CM 
Gehlot and his government in Jaipur. 
Definitely, the BJP will take advantage 
of all this. The saffron party is already 
keeping its eyes on the disgruntled 
MLAs. However, the number of such 
legislators is not more than four. So, 
the Gehlot government is not going 
to be affected by any such bids.  

Another surprising comment that 
Pilot made was about the discipline. 
Contrary to what he said, Pilot 

himself tried to topple the Gehlot 
government with the help of over 
a dozen MLAs two years ago. The 

‘Operation Lotus’ could not succeed 
due to Gehlot’s alertness. Now, Pilot 
is calling for action against MLAs 
who in September allegedly engi-
neered a boycott of the CLP meeting. 
This also amounts to questioning the 
high command’s wisdom. The high 
command is said to be satisfied with 
the explanation from these three 
legislators.  The high command does 
not want to carry out any change in 
Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan. Like 
Kamal Nath in MP, the party leader-
ship will allow Gehlot and Bhupesh 
Baghel to lead the party in elections 
in Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh re-
spectively.  

Meanwhile, Rahul has not yet for-
given the leaders who were behind 
the toppling game in Rajasthan. 
These leaders will hardly be includ-
ed in Kharge’s team which will be 
formed in February.  But Congress 
chief Kharge will have to take tough 
action against those who continue 
making remarks against Gehlot and 
senior party leaders.

inDia obJects to sRi 
lanKa Refuelling 
chinese militaRY ships 

seized a passbook 
and a chequebook, 
including two 
signed cheques, 

of Soren from the home of 
his alleged close associate 
Pankaj Mishra, who en-
joyed political clout being 
the representative of Soren 
and exercised considerable 
control over illegal mining 

businesses as well as inland 
ferry services in Saheb-
ganj and its adjoining areas 
through his accomplices. 
Mishra is in judicial custody 
now for exercising control 
over the mining of stone 
chips and boulders as well as 
installation and operations 
of several crushers set up 
across various mining sites 

in Jharkhand’s Sahebganj 
district. 

The ED made the revela-
tions after it filed a Prosecu-
tion Complaint under the 
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA), 2002 
before the special court at 
Jharkhand’s capital Ranchi 
against Pankaj Mishra, Bach-
hu Yadav, and Prem Prakash. 

During the investigation, 47 
searches were conducted by 
the ED throughout India on 
several dates resulting into 
the seizure of Cash amount-
ing to Rs 5.34 crore, freezing 
of bank balances amounting 
to Rs 13.32 crore, freezing of 
an inland vessel MV Infra-
link -III, reg. No- WB 1809, 
5 number of stone crushers, 

two Hyva trucks besides the 
seizure of incriminating doc-
uments along with two num-
bers of AK 47 Assault Rifles. 
ED had arrested Pankaj 
Mishra on July 19, Bachhu 
Yadav on August 4 and 
Prem Prakash on August 
25. All the accused persons 
arrested so far are presently 
in judicial custody. 

 something else to 
say. Delhi Environment 
Minister Gopal Rai on 
Wednesday hold “people” 

of Delhi responsible for bad air quali-
ty. “I appeal to people if possible work 
from home and avoid taking out pri-
vate vehicles. 50% of the pollution is 
from vehicles. People shouldn’t burst 
crackers,” Rai told reporters here. 

The burning of agricultural waste 
in Punjab, Haryana and Uttar 
Pradesh, according to analysts, is 
one of the primary reasons for the 
rising air pollution in the region. 
“Stubble burning in Punjab is hap-

pening due to Centre as they didn’t 
support Punjab govt, farmers to stop 
it” added Gopal Rai. 

“I request the UP and Haryana 
governments to form a regional spe-
cial task force to reduce air pollution 
in areas adjoining Delhi like Guru-
gram, Faridabad, Ghaziabad and 
Noida. The pollution problem is not 
the state’s problem. It happens due 
to the air system that develops” Rai 
said while urging the governments 
of BJP-led governments of the states 
adjoining Delhi.

Meanwhile, Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann squarely blamed 

Central Government for rise in 
stubble burning cases in Punjab. 
Mann said, “Central Government 
hates Punjab Farmers and that 
is why it did not provide Rs 1500 
subsidy on Paddy straw disposal to 
farmers and did not approve bio-
gas plant in Punjab yet.”

This received immediate reaction 
from the Union Minister and BJP 
leader Bhupender Yadav who came 
down heavily on AAP over Punjab 
farm fires and said that as of today, 
a state run by the AAP government 
has seen over 19 per cent rise in 
farm fires over 2021. He pointed out 

that Haryana, a state run by the BJP 
government has seen a 30.6 per cent 
drop in farm fires. 

Blaming AAP for rising pollu-
tion in the national capital, he said, 
“there is no doubt over who has 
turned Delhi into a gas chamber.” 

“Sample this: As of today, Punjab, 
a state run by the AAP government, 
has seen an over 19 per cent rise in 
farm fires over 2021. 

Haryana has seen a 30.6 per cent 
drop. Just today, Punjab saw 3,634 
fires. There is no doubt about who 
has turned Delhi into a gas cham-
ber,” Yadav tweeted.

Minister 
Naren-

dra Modi heap-
ing praises on 
the former and 

said that “such remarks 
should not  be made”. 
Gehlot’s remark came after 
Congress leader Sachin Pi-

lot termed praise for Gehlot 
as a “very interesting” de-
velopment that “should not 
be taken lightly” by the 
party. 

Pilot said that everybody 
knew what happened 
when PM Modi showered 
praises on Ghulab Nabi 

Azad. Azad recently left 
the party. While talking 
to the mediapersons at 
Alwar, Gehlot said, “They 
should not make such re-
marks. KC Venugopal has 
asked everybody in the 
party to not make any such 
remarks. We want that ev-

erybody should follow dis-
cipline.” 

Talking to reporters 
here, Pilot said, “We all 
witnessed Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s praises 
during his visit to the Man-
garh Dham, We all have 
seen similar things, earlier 

in the Rajya Sabha as well 
when the PM heaped prais-
es on former Rajya Sabha 
MP Ghulam Nabi Azad on 
his farewell day. Everybody 
knows what happened af-
ter that. It is an interesting 
development yesterday and 
should not be taken lightly.” 

“Out of the 
4 people 

who were sent 
to Police custody, 
two are managers 

at Oreva Co and two others 
did fabrication work for the 
bridge. The five others who 
were sent to judicial custody 
are security personnel and 
ticket vendors.” 
“In the report, the Inves-

tigating Officer (IO) stated 
that the tender process did 
not take place and contract 
was directly allotted,” Ad-
vocate Panchal further said. 

Out of nine persons ar-
rested pertaining to the 30 
October collapse of the cen-
tury-old suspension bridge, 
killing 135 people, Gujarat’s 
Morbi Court on Wednesday 
has sent four people to po-

lice custody and the remain-
ing five into judicial custody 
till 5 November. 

Of the four persons in po-
lice custody, two are manag-
ers of the Oreva company, 
which threw the bridge 
open for visitors after seven 
months of maintenance 
works, and the other two 
are fabrication work con-
tractor’s people. 

Pollution pain
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draws parallels with Azad
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DiRectlY given 

state can’t pRohibit 
inteRfaith maRRiage, 
saYs Delhi hc 

They intend to continue their stay and mar-
ry under the Special Marriage Act (SMA). 

The counsel also submitted that the petitioners 
intend to get married under the SMA as other 
related laws prohibit interfaith marriage. Justice 

Varma said, “There is no way that the State can prohibit an 
interfaith couple to marry.” 
“The petition raises the issue of right of foreign nation-
als to solemnize and regulation of their intended mar-
riage under the Special Marriage Act. In order to en-
able parties to advance detailed submissions and for the 
court to deal with the issue.... let the matter be called 
again on December 15, the court ordered on Wednesday. 
The court has granted liberty to the parties to file their written 
submissions and judgement they relied upon in the matter. 

The plea moved by advocate Rishabh Kapur stated that the 
couple had applied for marriage on the Delhi Government 
website. After filing their particulars, an error message came 
which read “at least one party should be Indian.” Thereafter 
the couple was not allowed to proceed further. 

They were informed by the SDM office that the website 
required the details of the parties to be made in a particular 
manner, the petition stated. The petitioners have sought a 
direction to the Delhi Government and SDM to allow them 
to submit their documents physically and solemnize and 
register their marriage under SMA in a time-bound manner. 

The petition has placed reliance on the direction passed 
by the High Court in 2021 wherein the Delhi Govern-
ment was directed to take steps for amending the guide-
lines and make necessary changes in the website to en-
able foreign nationals, who intend to solemnize their 
marriage in Delhi to apply for registration of their marriage. 
The petition submitted that no action has been taken by the 
government to make the changes even after the direction 
passed 16 months back. 

by  rat io-
nalising 

the laws instead 
of making them 
more stringent. 

“We’ve freed our inves-
tors from red tapism and 
given them a red carpet of 
opportunities. We encour-
aged them in various sec-
tors that were earlier closed 
to private investments 
such as defence, drones, 
space and geospatial map-
ping,” PM Modi said add-
ing that the New India now 
focuses on bold reforms, 
big infrastructure, and the 
best talent in the country. 
In his address, PM Modi 
also praised Karantaka 
and the “double engine 

government” here for 
making it possible for set-
ting up business startups. 

“It is the place where there 
is both tradition and tech-
nology along with a unique 
confluence of nature and 
culture. When we talk of tal-
ent and technology, the first 
thing that comes to mind 
is the brand Bengaluru, 
which has now been estab-
lished worldwide,” he said. 
The Invest Karnataka 2022, 
Global Investors Meet is a 
three-day programme and 
has more than 80 speaker 
sessions aiming at attract-
ing prospective investors 
and setting up a develop-
ment agenda for the next 
decade.

four years - 187 
in 2018, 121 in 
2019, 181 in 2020 
and 142 in 2021. 

This year till October 31, the 
data showed, the security 
forces have eliminated 176 
terrorists in various encoun-
ters. Of these, 126 were locals 
and 50 were foreigners. 

The reduction in fresh 
recruitments is a signifi-
cant achievement as 2022 
marked three years since 
the central government led 
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi revoked the spe-
cial status of the erstwhile 
state of Jammu and Kashmir 
and created two new Union 
Territories (UT) of J-K and 
Ladakh so that all rules be-
ing implemented across the 
country can be implemented 
in the region too to curb ter-
rorism and create peaceful 
law and order. 

Several initiatives imple-
mented by the J-K admin-
istration and security es-
tablishments as well as the 
Centre since then demon-
strate that a change is afoot 

on the ground, which offers 
hope for a better future. 

One of the most pictur-
esque regions of India, J-K, 
has been afflicted by the 
problem of cross-border 
terrorism, separatist vio-
lence and armed militancy 
for the last three decades. 
However, since the heydays 
of terrorist violence in the 
early 1990s, this militancy 
has transformed radically. 

Various internal and exter-
nal dynamics have impacted 
it, like the driving role of 
Pakistan’s ISI, the evolution 
of Kashmir’s separatist poli-
tics, influence of pan-Islamic 
terrorist groups and the 
emergence of social media. 

Consequently, officials said, 
the militancy in J-K pres-
ently represents a qualita-
tively different challenge to 
the security establishment 
than in 1989, when scores 
of Kashmiri youth crossed 
the Line of Control (LoC) to 
train in Pakistan-Occupied 
J-K (PoJK) and joined the 
ranks of terrorist outfits or 
organisations. 

Reshuffle in 
aicc soon 
A reshuffle will take 
place among the All In-
dia Congress Commit-
tee (AICC) office-bear-
ers, probably after the 
Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh assembly elec-
tions. It seems that one 
section of the senior 
Congress leaders want 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
to remain present at 
the AICC headquarter. 
The grapevine is that 
the Congress general 
secretary and in-charge 
of UP Vadra is likely to 
attain a new assign-
ment in the party. Ana-
lysts feel that Congress 
should offer Priyanka 
Gandhi a bigger role, in 
order for her to reach 
out to leaders who are 
not in sync with Rahul 
Gandhi.

neW aRRivals 
in bhaRat JoDo 
YatRa 
Newly elected Con-
gress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge joined 
Rahul Gandhi in Bharat 
Jodo Yatra on 1st No-
vember at the Necklace 
Road. He called himself 
a part of Telangana, 
saying that his native 
place was also part of 
the Hyderabad state 
of the Nizam. Kharge 
claimed that the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra is bringing 
a meek revolution that 
will surely mark a re-
markable change in the 
political landscape. He 
also emphasised that 
it’s only under Rahul 
Gandhi could there be 
a non-BJP govern-
ment at the Center. 
Meanwhile, Actress-
filmmaker Pooja Bhatt 
joined the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra on Wednesday. 
She walked along with 
Rahul Gandhi and other 
Congress leaders to 
some distance as the 
march proceeded in the 
city and then left. The 
Bharat Jodo Yatra will 
continue in Telangana 
till 7 November with a 
one-day break on Fri-
day. It will cover a total 
distance of 375 km in 19 
assemblies and seven 
parliamentary constitu-
encies in the state.

Rift in 
himachal bJp 
The tussle in Himachal 
Pradesh BJP unit is 
on the peak over ticket 
allocation is at its peak 
with the assembly 
elections around the 
corner. The anguish and 
discontentment spread 
like fire because in as 
many as 14 assembly 
constituencies, the 
party denied tickets to 
11 sitting MLAs. The 
BJP suspended five of 
its rebel leaders from 
the primary member-
ship of the party for 
contesting the election 
as independents. The 
BJP leadership is deter-
mined to buck the trend 
by capitalising on Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi’s ‘double engine 
sarkar’ slogan. How-
ever, an internal upris-
ing within the BJP has 
raised serious concern 
in the saffron party.

on the radar
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endeavour

intervention

military might

Drawing inspiration from Ar-
juna’s prowess in archery dur-
ing the Swayamvar of Drau-
padi in the epic Mahabharata, 
RBI Governor Shaktikanta 
Das said the central bank is 
zeroing in on inflation. He also 
said, “Our constant endeavour 
is to keep an eye on inflation, 
which is our primary target.”

While addressing the FIBAC 
2022 Conference, the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) Governor 
said on Wednesday, “In the 
Mahabharata, great warrior 
and archer Arjuna was aim-
ing at the eye of the revolving 
fish.” There was a fish, and 
the fish was revolving, and 
he was looking at it through a 
pool of water that was under-
neath. I’m quite certain that he 
would have certainly assessed 
the speed at which the fish 
was revolving, the wind con-
ditions prevailing, the inten-
sity of the ripples in the pool of 
water below, the noise levels 
in the kings’ court, and simi-
lar other factors,” and added 
that “our constant endeavour 
is to keep an eye on inflation, 

which is our primary target.” 
The FIBAC 2022 Conference is 
jointly organised by FICCI and 
the Indian Banks Association.

Das said, “When interna-
tional prices of wheat went 
up, in India, despite there be-
ing a surplus in the foodgrain, 
our domestic wheat prices also 
went up.” Crude oil prices hit 
USD 130 per barrel. So on 24 
February, when the Ukraine 
and Russia war started, it 
completely changed the entire 
picture.

Speaking on curbing infla-
tion, he said, “Because of the 
inflation-targeting framework, 
until Covid-19 hit our country 
or the world, our average CPI 
(consumer price index) infla-
tion was 3.9 percent from 2016 
to February 2020. Similarly 
now, when the war started this 
year in February, in April we 
announced in our monetary 
policy the number of measures 
that were taken.”

Talking about the current 
state of the economy, Shakti-
kanta Das said, “Now, where 
do we stand today? The 
growth momentum has been 
sustained.” 

Two jawans of the Crime 
Wing of the Railway Pro-
tection Force (RPF) saved 
the lives of a woman and 
her child who fell off a mov-
ing local train at Mankhurd 
Railway Station in Mumbai.
The incident occurred due 
to the jostling of passengers 
after they boarded the train 
at the railway station.

Meanwhile, the timely 
intervention of a lady con-
stable of the RPF also saved 
the life of an elderly woman 
who lost her balance and 
slipped while boarding a 
train at Jhansi railway sta-
tion in Uttar Pradesh.

“Timely intervention of 
#RPF lady constable Nootan 
and ASI Vishram saved the 
life of an elderly lady pas-
senger who lost her balance 

and slipped while boarding 
a running train at VGLB 
(Jhansi) rly stn,” the RPF 
tweeted, appealing to the 
passengers to avoid board-
ing and alighting from mov-
ing trains.

Earlier on Tuesday, the 
RPF informed that the ASI 
and a constable saved the 
life of a man who slipped 
while boarding a moving 
train at Madhupur Railway 
Station in Jharkhand.

“Alert and brave #RPF of-
ficers ASI U. Mondal and 
Constable B. Mondal went 
beyond the call of duty and 
saved the life of a man who 
slipped while boarding and 
was getting dragged by the 
moving train at Madhupur 
rly stn. “Their fearlessness 
and quick thinking ensured 
the saving of a precious life,” 
it said.

India’s Defence Research 
and Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO) on Wednesday 
successfully conducted the 
maiden flight test of the 
phase-II Ballistic Missile 
Defense (BMD) interceptor 
AD-1 missile with a large 
kill altitude bracket off the 
Odisha coast.

The flight test was carried 
out with the participation 
of all BMD weapon system 
elements located at different 
geographical locations. “AD-
1 is a long-range interceptor 
missile designed for both 
low exo-atmospheric and 
endo-atmospheric intercep-
tion of long-range ballistic 
missiles and aircraft.” “It is 
propelled by a two-stage sol-
id motor and equipped with 
the indigenously developed 
advanced control system, 
navigation, and guidance 
algorithm to precisely guide 
the vehicle to the target,” a 
DRDO official said.

During the flight test, all 
the sub-systems performed 

as expected, and this was 
validated by the data cap-
tured by a number of range 
sensors, including radar, te-
lemetry, and electro-optical 
tracking stations deployed 
to capture the flight data.

Defense Minister Rajnath 
Singh congratulated DRDO 
and other teams associated 
with the successful flight 
trial of AD-1 and said it is a 
unique type of interceptor 
with advanced technologies 

that are available to very few 
nations in the world.

He said it will further 
strengthen India’s BMD ca-
pability to the next level.

Chairman DRDO Samir V 
Kamat also congratulated 
his team on the successful 
trial of AD-1 and said this in-
terceptor will provide great 
operational flexibility to the 
users and has the capability 
to engage many different 
types of targets.

RBI keeping Arjuna’s eye 
on inflation: Governor 
Shaktikanta Das

rPF continues 
to save lives oF 
individuals

india carries out maiden 
test oF Phase ii ballistic 
intercePtor ad-1 missile

governor vs vcs 

Seven Vice Chancellors of universities 
in Kerala on Wednesday approached 
the High Court again against the show 
cause notice issued to them by Gov-
ernor Arif Muhammad Khan who is 
also the Chancellor of Universities. 
A single judge bench of Justice Devan 
Ramachandran will consider their plea 
on Wednesday. Khan on 24 October 
had served show cause notices to Vice 
Chancellors (VCs) of nine universities 
and asked them to explain why their 
appointment should not be declared 
illegal. The Governor alleged the viola-
tion of University Grants Commission 
(UGC) norms in the appointment pro-
cess. 

In the plea, the VCs are demanding the 
cancellation of the show cause notice. 
None of the VCs have responded to the 
show-cause notice of the Chancellor 
(Governor) so far. The deadline to re-
ply to the notice is 5 pm on 3 November. 
Earlier, the HC had declared that the 
VCs can continue in their posts until 
removed by the Governor after getting 

their explanations for the show cause 
notice.  Justice Ramachandran made 
the earlier declaration while dispos-
ing of the petitions filed by the VCs of 
eight universities after Governor Arif 
Mohammed Khan asked them to re-
sign from the post citing the Supreme 
Court judgment that quashed the ap-
pointment of the VC of APJ Abdul Ka-
lam Technological University. 

The VCs of the University of Kerala, 
Mahatma Gandhi University, Cochin 
University of Science and Technol-
ogy, Kerala University of Fisheries and 
Ocean Studies, Kannur University, Sree 
Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit, 
the University of Calicut and Thuncha-
th Ezhuthachan Malayalam University 
had challenged the Chancellor’s com-
munication in the court. 

7 vice-chancellors move Kerala hc 
against governor’s notice
TDG NETWORK
Kerala

alleged

'election mode'

The Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) has condemned 
the “internal survey report” 
being circulated on social 
media and alleged that it had 
been an attempt to tarnish 
the image and mislead people 
ahead of the Munugode by-
elections.

“A forged statement, en-
titled ‘RSS Internal Survey 
Report’, is being circulated in 
social media today. Released 
ostensibly in the context of 
the Munugode Bypolls on 
November 3, 2022, this report 
is signed by an unknown 
person and is clearly released 
with the mala fide intention 
of confusing and misleading 
people,” an official statement 
from the Pranth Karyavaaha 
of Telangana RSS, Kacham 
Ramesh said. It further stated 
that the Sangh did not con-
duct any such survey and 
they condemn the “mischie-
vous act” of publicising this 
fake document.

“RSS is a voluntary organ-
isation that has been work-
ing for the last 97 years with 
the primary aim of nation-
building through individual 
character-building. The RSS, 

as an institution, participates 
neither in politics nor does it 
conduct political surveys,” 
it added. Further terming 
the elections as a crucial and 
critical part of democracy, 
the statement read that RSS 
encourages every Indian to 
“exercise their franchise”.

It called the act of publish-
ing “forged document in the 
name of RSS” something that 
derides and abuses demo-
cratic and social values, the 
RSS said that such actions do 
not befit the position of any 
individual or institution of 
responsibility.

“Of late, attempts have been 
made to denigrate a cultural 
voluntary organisation such 
as the RSS, by people who 
have been resorting to fake, 
baseless, and implausible 
news stories and comments 
for political gains,” it added, 
further seeking stringent ac-
tion from the government 
and concerned officials 
against the persons respon-
sible for it.

Recently, on Tuesday, a 
clash broke out allegedly be-
tween TRS and BJP workers 
on the last day of the Munu-
gode by-election campaign, 
in Telangana’s Nalgonda.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on 
Wednesday hit out at the BJP 
for implementing the contro-
versial Citizenship Amend-
ment Act (CAA), 2019, in 
Gujarat. Taking a swipe at 
the ruling BJP over the Morbi 
bridge collapse in Gujarat, 
she claimed that those affect-
ed were not getting enough 
help as the government there 
was in election mode.

Speaking to reporters at the 
Kolkata Airport, before leav-
ing for Chennai, Ms Banerjee 
said: “Stop this politics. Guja-
rat elections are coming, that 
is why they are doing it [im-
plementing CAA]. We won’t 
allow it. We are all citizens.”

She added: “We are totally 
against this, and we opposed 
this. They are playing this 
game because of Gujarat elec-
tions, but I will stick to what 
I said earlier. Election is not 
that important. Politics is not 

that important. People’s lives 
and their rights are more im-
portant.”

BJP’s Suvendu Adhikari, 
the Leader of the Opposition 
in West Bengal Assembly, 
had claimed yesterday that 
implementation of CAA had 
started in the country and 
West Bengal won’t be left 
out.”

His comment came a day 
after the centre announced 
granting of Indian citizen-
ship to minorities, mostly 
from Pakistan, who migrated 
to India and are currently liv-

ing in two districts of Gujarat, 
under the Citizenship Act, 
1955, and not the Citizen-
ship Amendment Act, 2019, 
(CAA).

Ms Banerjee’s party, the 
Trinamool Congress (TMC), 
has been one of the most vo-
cal opponents of the CAA, re-
iterating its stand that it will 
never allow its implementa-
tion in Bengal. The BJP, how-
ever, has promised to imple-
ment CAA in Bengal. With 
Panchayat polls scheduled 
early next year, this is likely to 
emerge as a major issue.

RSS refutes claims 
of internal survey

Playing games for Gujarat polls: 
Mamata on BJP’s CAA move
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new Project

Highlighting the wel-
fare policies of the 
central government 

for the poor, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Wednes-
day said today marked a his-
toric day as several citizens 
staying in Jhuggi-Jhopdi clus-
ters in Delhi will now have 
their own houses.

The Prime Minister inaugu-
rated 3,024 newly construct-
ed EWS flats at Kalkaji, Delhi, 
built for rehabilitating slum 
dwellers under the “In-Situ 
Slum Rehabilitation” Project.

PM Modi also handed over 
keys to eligible beneficiaries 
from the Bhoomiheen Camp 
at Vigyan Bhawan in Delhi.

Addressing the crowd at 
the event, the Prime Minister 
said, “Today is a big day for 

thousands of slum dwellers. 
A new beginning to life. As I 
handed over the keys to eli-
gible beneficiaries, I could see 
their happy and joyful faces.”

He said the campaign was 
started to provide pucca 
houses to the poor families 
of Delhi. In the first phase of 
Kalkaji Extension alone, he 
said, more than 3,000 houses 
have been built. Very soon, 
the rest of the families liv-

ing there will get their new 
houses.

PM said when there is secu-
rity ensured in the lives of the 
marginalised section, they get 
a sheer boost to further fight 
poverty themselves. They feel 
empowered more than ever 
before.

“Other families residing 
here will also get a chance to 
housewarming very soon. I 
have faith that these efforts 

by the central government 
will play a key role in mak-
ing Delhi an ideal city. Our 
government is paying equal 
attention, especially to the ur-
ban poor,” PM said.

He said the goal of the cen-
tral government is to make 
Delhi a wonderful city laced 
with modern facilities.

Referring to the extension 
of Delhi Metro, PM Modi 
said, “When our government 
came in 2014, the metro used 
to run only on 190 km route 
in Delhi-NCR. Today, the ex-
pansion of the metro in Delhi-
NCR has increased to about 
400 km.”

With the aim of taking de-
velopment to the grassroots, 
the prime minister said the 
central government ensured 
financial inclusion for all 
those who did not have access 

to bank accounts. He said the 
Center has included all those 
belonging to the unbanked 
and uninsured section of so-
ciety.

He further said, “There had 
been existing stark differenc-
es among the residents of this 
same place—Delhi. But now 
the country has marched 
into the Amrit Kaal, and the 
mantra of Sabka Sath, Sabka 
Vikas, and Sabka Prayas has 
been ensuring welfare for 
all.”

PM Modi said the poor used 
to face difficulties in getting 
rations due to the inconsis-
tencies related to the ration 
card.

The Delhi Development 
Authority has undertaken 
three such projects at Kalkaji 
Extension, Jailorwala Bagh, 
and Kathputli Colony.

‘big day For slum dwellers,’ Pm 
hands over Keys oF ews Flats
TDG NETWORK
NeW DelHI

PM Modi handing over the keys to the beneficiaries of ‘In-Situ Slum Rehabili-
tation’ Project, at Vigyan Bhawan, in New Delhi on Wednesday. aNI

Interceptor aD-1 Missile.

Cheif Minister Mamata Banerjee

top of the day

300 PrinciPals 
receive 
training in uP 
under mission 
niramaya
lUCKNOW: a total of 300 
principals from across 
the 75 districts of Uttar 
Pradesh were trained as 

‘master trainers’ in the 
first Career Counseling 
programme held under 
Chief Minister Yogi adity-
anath’s recently launched 
Mission Niramaya, which 
seeks to upgrade nursing 
education, at atal Con-
vention Center at KGMU 
on Wednesday. Now the 
trained principals will tell 
the students about the 
importance of the nurs-
ing and paramedical pro-
fessions while secondary 
teachers will conduct 

‘career counselling’ for 
the students studying in 
Class 11 and 12.

agriculture 
becoming 
lucrative oPtion 
For youth oF j-K
SrINaGar: In Jammu 
and Kashmir, most 
educated youth were 
more dependent on 
government jobs earlier, 
so they used to spend 
most of their life search-
ing for a job, but after 5 
august 2019, the situation 
changed. The youth are 
now also seeking em-
ployment in agriculture 
and allied sectors. at the 
government level, innova-
tive measures are being 
taken to make the agri-
culture sector attractive 
and to create long-term 
sources of employment 
for the youth.

two arrested 
For selling cow 
meat, locals 
thrash accused 
BIlaSPUr: Police ar-
rested two persons for 
allegedly selling cow 
meat in Chakkarbhatha 
locality under Chak-
karbhatha police station 
limits of Bilaspur district 
on Wednesday, an of-
ficial said. The accused 
have been identified as 
Narasimha rohidas (50), 
a resident of rahangi and 
ramniwasi Meher (52), 
a resident of Mudhipar. 
They were carrying cow 
meat in a sack. Bilaspur 
Superintendent of Police 
(SP) Parul Mathur said 
that around 50 locals 
reached the police sta-
tion along with the two 
accused and lodged a 
complaint that they were 
selling cow meat by car-
rying it in a sack.

hindu college 
organises 
orientation 
Programme 
NeW DelHI: Hindu 
College under the 
University of Delhi 
organized a grand 
welcome for the 
first-year students 
through an ‘Orientation 
Programme’, with 
University officials as 
special guests. The event 
held on Tuesday was 
meant to introduce the 
new batch of students 
to the academic culture 
at Hindu College. The 
programme began with a 
documentary showcasing 
the rich history of the 
college and the role 
it played in various 
national movements and 
describing Hindu College 
as the ‘Heart of the 
Nation’.

TDG NETWORK
NeW DelHI

‘you want to destroy a Fine university’: Kerala hc 
Kochi: Kerala High Court has once again criticised the senate of the Kerala 
University for not nominating anyone to the selection committee for ap-
pointing a new vice-chancellor. While holding a hearing in the case, the 
court came down heavily on the senate, saying, “You want to destroy a fine 
running university with this petty controversy.” The single bench of Justice 
Devan ramachandran made the scathing observation while hearing a 
petition challenging Kerala Governor arif Mohammad Khan’s decision to 
remove 15 members of the senate. The petition was filed by these 15 mem-
bers. The bench further observed, “Be that as it may, there can be no doubt 
that the Kerala University requires a vice-chancellor soon. The disputes 
between the stakeholders cannot proceed to a situation where the selection 
of the vice-chancellor can be delayed indefinitely. They cannot be at war all 
the time, and thus frustrate the legitimate right of the student community, 
particularly, to have a vice-chancellor in office at the earliest.”  The matter 
was adjourned to 9 November for further hearing. 

TDG NETWORK
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INDEPENDENT 
INDIA’S FIRST 
VOTER CASTS 
VOTE IN  
HIMACHAL
KINNAUR: 106-year-old 
Shyam Saran Negi, the 
first voter of independent 
India, exercised his right 
to franchise for the 34th 
time for the Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions through a postal 
ballot at his residence.
Negi, a teacher by profes-
sion who hails from the 
tribal district of Kinnaur 
in Himachal Pradesh, 
exercised his right to 
franchise for the 34th 
time for the 14th Vidhan 
Sabha elections through a 
postal ballot at his home 
in Kalpa today. He cast 
his vote through a postal 
ballot for the first time. 
Born in July 1917, Negi 
voted for the first time 
in 1951 in the general 
elections of India and has 
voted sixteen times in Lok 
Sabha elections. 

MULTILINGUAL 
MUSHAIRA 
ORGANIZED IN 
JAMMU
JAMMU:  On the occasion 
of National Writers' Day, 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Arts, Culture 
and Linguistics organized 
a multi-lingual mushaira 
in Jammu. Under the 
supervision of Cultural 
Secretary Bharat Singh, 
poets of different lan-
guages presented their 
poetry in this mushaira 
organized at KL Sehgal 
Hall. Cultural Officer Dr 
Shahnawaz Chaudhary 
organised the reception 
while YashpalNirmal, 
Assistant Editor of Dogri 
conducted the Nizamat 
duties. 

CBI ARRESTS 
MASTERMIND 
WHO KILLED TMC 
LEADER
BIRBHUM: The Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) on Wednesday ar-
rested an absconding ac-
cused in a case related to 
the murder of a local Trin-
amool Congress leader. 
The arrested accused has 
been identified as Palash 
Khan aliasFaizul Khan. 
He was absconding after 
the murder. In a state-
ment, CBI mentioned 
that Bhadu SK, who was 
a Deputy Pradhan and 
resident of Village Bogtui 
of District Birbhum in 
West Bengal was killed 
in March this year. CBI 
had registered a case in 
April 2022 on the orders 
High Court at Calcutta in 
connection with killings 
that happened in a village 
in Birbhum district where 
10 people were killed.

THREE LeT 
TERRORISTS 
NEUTRALISED 
IN J-K
SRINAGAR: In a joint op-
eration, the Indian Army 
and Jammu and Kashmir 
Police neutralised three 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) 
terrorists in Awantipora. 
According to the Minis-
try of Defence, Jammu 
and Kashmir Police had 
specific inputs about the 
likely movement of three 
terrorists in a vehicle in 
the general area Khan-
dipora, Awantipora. Ac-
cordingly, the Indian Army 
and JK Police established 
a joint Mobile Vehicle 
Check Post (MVCP) on 
Tuesday evening.

TOP OF THE DAY
'MISCONCEIVED'

Plea to restrain 
Chandrachud from 
taking oath as next 
CJI dismissed

The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday dismissed 
the plea seeking to restrain 
Justice DY Chandrachud 
from taking oath as the 
next Chief Justice of India 
terming the petition as 
misconceived. A writ was 
filed by Mursalin Asijith 
Saikh.

A bench comprising 
CJI UU Lalit, Justices S 
Ravindra Bhat, and Bela 
M Trivedi said that the 
petition was completely 
misconceived. We see no 
reason to entertain this 
petition. The entire plea is 
completely misconceived. 
Hence dismissed," the 
court ordered.

The matter was listed at 
12.45 p.m. on Wednesday 
after it was mentioned for 
urgent listing before CJI 
UULalit.

The plea filed by an ad-
vocate, Mursalin Asijit 
Shaikh, alleged that Justice 
Chandrachud had acted 
with wilful disregard and 
deliberately defiance of 
binding precedents of larg-
er benches of the Supreme 
Court and denied justice to 
deserving litigants.

The petition was filed 
on the basis of a repre-
sentation filed by Rashid 
Khan Pathan before the 
President of India against 
Justice Chandrachud. The 
complaint went viral in so-
cial media and WhatsApp 
groups, which led the Bar 

Council of India and sev-
eral other bar associations 
to issue public statements 
strongly condemning the 
allegations and discarding 
them as baseless.

When the matter was 
taken up, the petitioner's 
lawyer took objection to 
CJI Lalit hearing the case, 
as he had recommended 
Justice Chandrachud as 
the successor.

"We're only on the point 
whether you've made out 
the case or not,"  CJI Lalit 
said.

The petitioner's advocate 
further contended that Jus-
tice Chandrachud's bench 
heard a special leave peti-
tion arising out of an order 
in the Bombay High Court 
in which his son had ap-
peared as a counsel.

The Bench asked the pe-
titioner’s advocate to show 
the proof that the said order 
was annexed to the SLP. 
"Show us that the order 
was part of the paper book?

The petitioner requested 
that the matter be posted 
tomorrow. "You said that 
you were prepared, and 
that is why we decided to 
hear," and the CJI did not 
appreciate the counsel's 
conduct.

"Whatever you wish to 
argue, you argue now," CJI 
told the petitioner when 
he repeated the request to 
adjourn the hearing.

When the petitioner 
could not make any further 
submission, the bench dis-
missed the petition.

ASHISH SINHA
NEW DELHI 

HARD-TO-BREATHE

According to a CSE 
assessment of Del-
hi's Diwali pollu-

tion levels this year, cars ac-
counted for the majority of 
the capital's local pollution 
sources and contributed to 
half of Delhi's own contribu-
tion to PM2.5 concentration 
in the week of 21–26 October. 
Vehicles played a significant 
influence in the day-long 
congestion that during that 
week almost completely 
eliminated the gap between 
peak and non-peak hours. 
These preliminary results 
for the Diwali week of 2022 
are consistent with those of 
a comparable analysis done 
for various times during the 

winter of the previous year 
(2021). 

“A city with 1.4 crore reg-
istered vehicles (as per the 
VAHAN database) and an 
annual addition of five lakh 
vehicles a year (of which 97 
per cent are personal ve-
hicles, mainly two-wheelers 
and cars), has failed to build 
transportation strategies 
to scale for transformative 
changes. With more than 
200 lakh population (esti-
mate of World Population 
Prospect by the UN, 2018), 
the city is estimated to be 
generating at least 276 lakh 
daily travel trips. If most of 
these commuting trips have 
to be self-organised with per-
sonal vehicles, Delhi cannot 
meet the clean air target or 
the benchmarks for liveabil-

ity,” says Anumita Roychow-
dhury, executive director, 
research and advocacy, CSE. 

An examination of the 
Decision Support System 
(DSS) for Air Quality Man-
agement of the Indian Insti-
tute of Tropical Meteorology 
(IITM), Pune's dynamic as-
sessment of hourly source 
contribution to PM2.5 con-
centrations. This offers nu-
merical data on the contri-
bution of emissions from 
Delhi's own sources as well 
as the 19 districts around it in 
the National Capital Region 
(NCR) and beyond. This 
trend is suggestive because 
data for the 22nd, 26th, and 
23rd of October are acces-
sible until 14:30 and 15:30, 
respectively.

An analysis of hourly traf-

fic speeds with the help of 
real time data from Google 
Maps to assess the level of 
congestion on 15 major ar-
terial roads. The speed has 
been taken as a proxy for 
congestion and not to advo-
cate high speed motorized 
traffic.

Vehicles’ contribution to 
Delhi’s PM2.5 concentra-
tion was maximum during 
the week. Taken together 
with other sources (such as 
biomass and pollution from 
NCR and other districts plus 
Delhi’s own local sources), 
vehicles contributed nearly 
17 per cent of the total PM2.5 
concentration in the city. But 
if only Delhi’s local sources 
are considered, the transport 
sector topped the ranks (see 
Graph 1 in report), with ve-

hicles contributing around 
half of the PM2.5 concen-
tration from local sources. 
The indicative data shows 
that their daily share varied 
between 49.3 percent to 53 
percent during that week.

This was followed by 
household pollution (resi-
dential) at 13 percent, in-
dustries at 11 per cent, con-
struction at 7 per cent, waste 
burning and the energy sec-
tor at 5 per cent each, and 
road dust and other sources 
at 4 per cent each. “This ob-
servation is consistent with 
the trends evaluated during 
the previous winter in Del-
hi,” says Vivek Chattopad-
hyay, principal programme 
manager with CSE’s Clean 
Air and Sustainable Mobil-
ity unit.

VEHICLES TOP POLLUTERS IN DELHI DURING 
DIWALI WEEK: CSE ASSESSMENT
BIPLAB DAS
NEW DELHI 

RULING OF COURT 

SC rejects plea on  
Global Corruption 
Perception Index

The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday dismissed a 
plea seeking a direction 
to the Center, States, and 
Union Territories to set up 
expert committees to sug-
gest steps for improving 
India's "pathetic" ranking 
on the global corruption 
perception index.

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice of India UU Lalit de-
clined the plea and said that 
the petitioner can file a rep-
resentation to the concerned 
functionary in this regard. 
"Considering the scope of 
the Article 32 petition, we 
find it extremely difficult to 
entertain this. It is thus dis-
missed," said the apex court.

The public interest litiga-
tion was filed by advocate 
Ashwini Upadhyay, who 
sought the constitution of 
expert committees to ex-
amine the good practices of 
the countries, which rank 
among the top 20 in the 
Corruption Perception In-
dex, and take steps to weed 
out bribery, black money 
generation, etc.

During the hearing, the 
CJI remarked, "Let's start 
with this, how we weed out 

corruption? We ask the Law 
Commission to look into the 
matter and then what? We 
have specialized laws al-
ready."

The plea said that India has 
been ranked at the 80th po-
sition among 180 countries 
and territories in the Cor-
ruption Perception Index 
(CPI) prepared by Trans-
parency International. It is 
based on perceived levels of 
public sector corruption in 
these countries, according to 
experts and businesspeople.

It undermines democracy 
and the rule of law, leads to 
violations of human rights, 
distorts markets, erodes the 
quality of life, and allows 
organized crime like sepa-
ratism, terrorism, Naxal-
ism, radicalism, gambling, 
smuggling, kidnapping, 
money laundering, extor-
tion, and other threats to 
human security to flourish, 
the plea said.

It further added that cor-
ruption hurts the poor 
disproportionately by di-
verting funds intended for 
development, undermines 
the government's ability to 
provide basic services, seeds 
inequality and injustice, and 
discourages foreign aid and 
investment.

TDG NETWORK
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REPORT

DELHI HC SEEKS 
RESPONSE OF ED ON  
SHIVAKUMAR'S PLEA

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday sought the re-
sponse of the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) on Congress 
leader D.K. Shivakumar's plea 
challenging the commence-
ment and continuation of 
its investigation against him 
in an Enforcement Case In-
formation Report (ECIR) of 
2020.

The petitioner, D.K. Shiva-
kumar, contends that the ED 
in the impugned proceedings 
is re-investigating the same 
offence that it had already in-
vestigated in a previous case 
lodged by it in ECIR 2018. 
The impugned proceedings 
have been initiated in com-
plete abuse of the process of 
law and mala fide exercise 
of powers vested with the 
respondent, stated the plea. 
The investigation by the re-
spondent (ED) in ECIR 2020 
is directly infringing the con-
stitutional right guaranteed 
under Article 20(2) of the 
Constitution of India and 
Section 300 of the CrPc, sub-
mitted Senior Advocate Kapil 
Sibal, who appeared for Con-
gress leader D.K. Shivakumar.

The Bench of Justice Mukta 
Gupta and Justice Aneesh 
Dayal on Wednesday issued 
notice to the investigation 
agency and fixed the matter 
for December 15, 2022, for the 
next hearing.

The petition also seeks a 
declaration that Section 13 
of the Prevention of Money 
Laundering (Amendment) 
Act, 2009, which included 
Section 13 of the Prevention of 
Corruption Act in the Sched-
ule of the PML Act, is ultra 
vires the Constitution of India.

Plea also stated that the 
predicate offence in the first 
ECIR was Section 120B IPC, 
and the allegations were that 
the petitioner, in abuse of his 
official position, conspired 
with others to launder illegal 
money acquired during the 
period he served as the Min-
ister and MLA in the State of 
Karnataka. The predicate of-
fence in the 2nd ECIR alleges 
the acquisition of assets by the 
petitioner during the period 
between 2013 and 2018 that 
was disproportionate to his 
known sources of income.

This clearly shows that 
the investigation under the 
PMLA offence is identical in 
both cases. The respondent in 
the 1st ECIR had sought cus-
tody of the petitioner primarily 
to investigate the issue pertain-
ing to the growth in assets of 
the petitioner during the pe-
riod he served as the Minister 
and MLA in the State of Kar-
nataka. The commencement 
of fresh proceedings under the 
PML Act on identical facts and

Covering the same period is 
directly infringing the rights 
guaranteed under the Con-
stitution, more particularly 
Article 20(2) and Article 21, 
as the plea stated.

Senior Advocate Vikas 
Pahwa along with Advocate 
Mayank Jain also appeared 
for Congress leader DK Shi-
vakumar in the Delhi High 
Court today.

Congress leader DK Shiva-
kumar, a seven-time MLA in 
Karnataka, was booked along 
with Haumanthaiah -- an em-
ployee at Karnataka Bhavan in 
New Delhi -- and others over 
charges of corruption and 
money laundering under the 
Prevention of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA).

TDG NETWORK
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UNDERWORLD

ED ATTACHES VIKAS 
DUBEY'S  PROPERTIES 
WORTH OVER RS 10 CR
Under the provisions of 
the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act, the Direc-
torate of Enforcement (ED) 
has provisionally attached 
28 immovable properties 
worth Rs 10.12 crore in the 
name of deceased mafioso 
Vikas Dubey and his as-
sociates.

The enforcement author-
ity had initiated a money 
laundering investigation 
on the basis of an FIR reg-
istered by police stations 
in Chaubeypur, Kanpur 
Nagar, and Uttar Pradesh. 
It initiated an investiga-
tion to identify the persons 
involved in the offence of 
money laundering and 
the properties or assets 
acquired out of the illegal 
gains generated by the sus-
pected persons.

During the course of the 
investigation, properties 
worth Rs 10.12 crore pur-
chased in the names of Vi-
kas Dubey and his family 
members, Jaikant Bajpai 
and his family members, 
and his associates were 
identified.

These properties were 
derived from the proceeds 

of crime earned by the 
criminal activities of Vikas 
Dubey.

He and his aides were in-
volved in various offences 
like organised crime, land 
mafia, corruption, and em-
bezzlement of funds meant 
for the Public Distribution 
System (PDS).

Statements of accused 
persons who are in jail have 
been recorded.

The facts, evidence, and 
records cogently prove that 
the persons engaged in the 
commission of the offence 
of money laundering and 
have invested the proceeds 
of crime in immovable 
properties.

Now, on the basis of the 
investigation under the 
PMLA, 28 immovable 
properties worth Rs 10.12 
crore located at Kanpur 
and Lucknow have been 
provisionally attached.

TDG NETWORK
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Vikas Dubey

DEPOSED

ED questions Venugopal Dhoot 
in ICICI Bank-Videocon loan case

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) on Wednesday ques-
tioned the Chairman of Vid-
eocon Industries, Venugopal 
Dhoot, in relation to the Rs 
1,875 crore ICICI Bank-Vid-
eocon loan case, sources said.

Dhoot reached the ED 
headquarters in the morn-
ing and was deposed before 
the investigating officer.

In March 2019, the En-
forcement Directorate also 
questioned Dhoot along with 
Mahesh Pungalia, a director 
of NuPower Renewables and 
a close aide of Dhoot, in the 
case.

The ED had also conducted 
searches at the residences 
and offices of Dhoot, former 
MD and CEO of ICICI Bank 
Chanda Kochhar, and her 
husband, Deepak Kochhar, 
in relation to the case.

The case is related to the 
alleged irregularities and 
corrupt practices in the sanc-
tion of a Rs 1,875 crore loan 
disbursed by ICICI Bank to 

the Videocon Group during 
2009 and 2011.

In February 2019, the ED 
registered a criminal case of 
money laundering against 
Dhoot, Chanda Kochhar and 
her husband Deepak, and 
others, and initiated a probe 
into alleged irregularities 
and corrupt practises in the 
sanctioning of loans worth 
Rs 1,875 crore by the bank to 
the corporate group.

ED's Enforcement Case 
Information Report (ECIR) 
filed under the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act is 
based on the First Informa-
tion Report registered by the 
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) in 2019.

Venugopal Dhoot
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POLITICS AND POLLUTION

CM KEJRIWAL SLAMS CENTRE FOR 
NOT FINDING SOLUTION TO AIR 
POLLUTION IN NORTH INDIA

Delhi Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal attacked the 
Centre on Wednesday for 
not coming up with a solu-
tion for rising air pollution 
in Northern India.

The Aam Aadmi Party 
supremo rebuked Envi-
ronment Minister Bhu-
pendra Yadav for blam-
ing the Punjab AAP for 
the rising level of air 
pollution in the national 
capital. Kejriwal said 
that it is being delib-
erately portrayed that 
only Punjab and AAP 
are the causes of air pol-
lution. Earlier today, BJP 
leader Bhupender Yadav 
attacked the Aam Aad-
mi Party over Punjab 
farm fires and said that 
a state run by the AAP 
government has seen a 
19 percent rise in farm 
fires over 2021. Point-
ing out that Haryana, 
a state run by the BJP 
government, has seen 
a 30.6 percent drop in 
farm fires.

Blaming AAP for ris-
ing pollution in the na-
tional capital, he said, 

"There is no doubt over 
who has turned Delhi 
into a gas chamber."

While talking to re-
porters in New Delhi, 
Kejriwal said, "Pol-
lution is a problem of 
entire northern India. 
Politics is being played 
on the issue of air pollu-
tion. Nobody is talking 
about the solution. It is 
shown that only Punjab 
and AAP are the causes 
of air pollution. Air pol-
lution is happening in 
entire northern India."

Kejriwal said that 
there is air pollution in 
all Haryana and Uttar 
Pradesh districts. There 
is pollution in all cities of 
Rajasthan and Madhya 
Pradesh. AQI is almost 

equal everywhere, he 
added.

Kejriwal asked wheth-
er AAP is behind air 
pollution everywhere. 
"Who will find a solu-
tion if entire northern 
India faces pollution?" 
he further asked.

" P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
should find a solution. 
He should call a meet-
ing," Kejriwal added.

"Why is the Prime 
Minister not holding a 
meeting of all the states? 
Why is he not finding a 
solution to this problem? 
If abusing me can solve 
the problem of air pol-
lution in all of northern 
India, then abuse me for 
24 hours. But this is not 
the solution," he added. 
The Center has sent the 
Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Singh Mann 
numerous letters to file 
FIR against farmers who 
are burning stubble. 
Farmers are the "bread-
makers" of the country. 
The centre is not helping 
the farmers, only filing 
FIRs against them. They 
rejected our proposal on 
tackling stubble burn-
ing.

TDG NETWORK
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 BLAME GAME 

Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann 
had a live address 

with the people of Punjab 
on Wednesday and blamed 
the central government for 
rising stubble burning cases 
in Punjab. However, Punjab 
Government has brought an 
action plan on crop residue 
burning in May 2022 and 
get it implemented. As per 
the Senior Agriculture of-
ficial, it is actually a failure 
of Action Plan that did not 
work the way it should have 
been so the Punjab Govern-
ment is blaming the Central 
Government for this Air 
quality deteriorating mess. 

Stubble burning cases 
keep rising with each pass-
ing day. The total count 
stubble burning of current 
season recorded today on 
Wednesday is 21480 and 
the maximum incidents of 
stubble burning cases are 
in CM Bhagwant Mann’s 
own constituency Sangrur. 
Single day recorded cases 

are 3634 in the state and the 
least case of stubble burning 
is in Gurdaspur i.e. just a 1 
case. 

Punjab Chief Minister had 
a live session on his social 
media handle and blamed 
Central Government for rise 
in stubble burning cases in 
Punjab. Bhagwant Mann 
said that Central Govern-

ment hates Punjab Farmers 
and this is why the central 
government did not provide 
Rs 1500 subsidy on Paddy 
straw disposal to farmers 
and did not approve bio gas 
plant in Punjab yet. Con-
trary to this, a month back 
Union Petroleum Minis-
ter Hardeep Puri and CM 
Mann inaugurated Asia’s 

biggest Bio Gas plant in San-
grur worth of Rs 220 Crore. 
Moreover this same gas 
plant has been operating in 
Punjab for the last two years 
and was initially started by 
then Chief Minister of Pun-
jab, Captain Amarinder 
Singh. 

In the action plan of Pun-
jab, it is mentioned that 

under the “Central Sector 
Scheme for Promotion of 
Agricultural Mechaniza-
tion for In-situ Management 
of Crop Residue” the Punjab 
government has received Rs 
1106.55 crore as subsidy to 
manage crop residue. Un-
der these Schemes, 76,626 
Crop Residue Machines 
have been provided to the 
farmers and 19,836 custom 
hiring centers have been es-
tablished. 

Environment Scientist 
Dr Shekhar Chandra of a 
private university based in 
Punjab, spoke to TDG and 
explained the May 2022 re-
leased action plan on Crop 
residue burning control 
action plan of Punjab, Dr 
Chandra said that it is com-
pletely non intentions of 
farmers which is failing the 
action plan of Punjab. Cen-
tral Government have sent 
enough money as subsidy 
in Punjab but when farm-
ers do not wish to control air 
pollution, no government 
can help them. Punjab Gov-
ernment shall accept their  
failure in this. 

HUGE RISE IN STUBBLE BURNING, 
MANN BLAMES CENTRAL GOVT
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

Most-awaited Adampur by-
polls is set to witness a multi-
cornered political battle 
scheduled for 3 November 
and fates of the contenders 
will be sealed on Thursday. 
The prestige of the several 
political bigwigs of all parties 
is at stake as it is likely to pave 
new political paths for them. 
Adampur has witnessed a 
build up of stalwarts of all 
parties so far in the bypolls in 
a bid to win the battle.  

As many as 22 candidates 
are in the fray in the by-
election. The polling time 
has been fixed from 7 am 
to 6 pm. According to the 
instructions issued by the 
Election Commission, the 
Voter’s Photo Identity Card 
(EPAC) has been considered 
as the main document for the 
identification of the voter. 
Apart from this, voter can 
vote after showing any of the 
documents declared neces-
sary by the authority and the 
list includes Aadhar Card, 

MGNREGA Job Card, Bank/
Post Office Passbook, Health 
Insurance Smart Card, Driv-
ing License, PAN Card, Smart 
Card issued by RGI, Indian 
Passport, Pension Document, 
Service Identity Card and  
Unique Disability ID. For the 
by-election, 180 booths have 
been set up in 57 villages and 
institutions, including 36 
sensitive and 39 very sensi-
tive polling stations. There 
are about 1 lakh 72 thousand 
voters in the assembly con-
stituency, out of which about 
92 thousand are male voters 
and 80 thousand are female. 

Officials informed that if 
any person gets information 
related to inducement dur-
ing the election, he can give 
information on the telephone 
number 01662-283178 of the 
control room set up. Vari-
ous teams including Flying 
Squad , Static Surveillance 
and Video Surveillance have 
been constituted to conduct 
the Adampur by-election 
in a free, fair and peaceful 
manner.  The instructions 
have been given to regularly 

inspect the vehicles at all the 
Nakas and keep a vigil on all 
the vehicles plying through 
the Nakas. The security forces 
will keep a close watch on all 
the Nakas put up at Bhadra 
Road-Balsamand, Dabri 
Road-Budak, Bhadra Road-
Moda Kheda, Mandi Ad-
ampur Bypass and Agroha 
Chowk Adampur. Besides, a 
total of 30 micro observers 
have also been installed for 
the area of Adampur assem-
bly.

CEO Preetpal Singh also 
gave detailed information 
about tender vote, challenge 
vote and filling of various 
forms.  Contesting candi-
dates, election agents, polling 
agents and media personnel 
having permission certifi-
cates issued by the Election 
Commission will be able to 
enter inside the polling sta-
tion and no person other than 
the voter will be allowed in-
side the voting compartment. 
At the time of mock poll, at 
least 50 votes and 3 votes 
in favor of each candidate 
should be cast.  

 IN HARYANA 

High-stakes Adampur 
bypolls on Thursday
RAVINDER MALIK  
CHANDIGARH 

Bharatiya Janata Party 
chief J.P. Nadda Wednes-
day urged voters to form 
a BJP government in the 
state again. “Mitti Ka Haq 
Ada Karna Hoga,” (People 
of the state have to pay 
back to their land) said 
Nadda. The BJP chief was 
addressing a public rally 
at Bilaspur in Himachal 
Pradesh ahead of the state 
polls. 

Hitting out at former 
Prime Ministers, Nadda 
said, “It has been 75 yrs of 
independence. Who used 
to care about us? At that 
time, Prime Minister used 
to come here for political 
tourism in summer sea-
son- never caring about 
or worrying about the 
state.” “Today, PM Modi 
stands with you whenever 
called,” he added. 

Mentioning the issue of 
misconceptions spread 
ahead of elections, J.P. 
Nadda at the rally said, 

“A web of misconceptions 
is spread as elections ap-
proach. Quite often we get 
tangled in this web and 
due to this we divert from 
the main issues.”

BJP is making efforts to 
emerge victorious in the 
state. 

Earlier on Tuesday, 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah addressed a 
public gathering in the 
Bhatiyat constituency 
of Himachal Pradesh’s 
Chamba. Shah empha-
sised the government’s 
developmental initiatives 
taken up earlier. 

“We have set up a medi-
cal park in Nalagarh 
which will give jobs to 
10,000 people. We’ve 
also built the Atal tunnel 
that’ll promote tourism,” 
he said. 

In his address, Shah 
slammed the Congress 
party for reducing the 
central government’s 
funds for Himachal 
Pradesh. “For the Central 
government schemes in 

Himachal Pradesh, Atal 
ji embarked on funding 
the government schemes 
with the ratio of 90:10, 
for instance in the Rs 100 
scheme, the central gov-
ernment used to give Rs 
90 rupees and the Him-
achal government gives 
Rs 10. But the Congress 
government reduced it 
to 60:40. People should 
ask the Congress Party 
what the public of Him-
achal had done that you 
changed the 90:10 ratio to 
60:40,” Shah said. “Today 
as Modi Ji’s government 
came, the ratio was again 
changed to 90:10,” Shah 
added. 

Earlier in October, 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
National President JP 
Nadda asked everyone 
including the opposition 
Congress to come forward 
and extend support for 
the development of Him-
achal Pradesh. 

Addressing the public in 
Bilaspur, Nadda advised 
the audience to vote for 

the one whom they feel is 
more concerned and sen-
sitive towards their issues, 
regardless of the party. 
“Do not look for BJP, Con-
gress (while voting), see 
who is concerned about 
you. BJP is concerned 
about you. 

I would even ask Con-
gress persons to come and 
support us. We are given 
the chance for (state’s) 
development, let us do, 
strengthen us. If I make 
roads, universities -will 
only people from BJP 
use them?” BJP national 
president said seeking 
“collective support” for 
the betterment. 

He said he will not lay 
the foundation stone of 
the government’s Rs 103 
crore project, for which 
the amount was sanc-
tioned in just four days, 
till other steps are yet 
completed. The state is 
all set to go to polls on 12 
November, the results of 
which will be declared on 
8 December. 

 POLL PLANK 

EARLIER PMS USED TO COME TO HIMACHAL 
FOR POLITICAL TOURISM: J.P. NADDA  
TARUNI GANDHI 
BILASPUR

The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday issued notice 
to the complainant on 
the plea filed by Sukhbir 
Singh Badal challenging 
the Punjab and Haryana 
High Court’s order in a 
case of forgery and cheat-
ing filed against the leader. 

A Bench comprising of 
Justice S. Abdul Nazeer 
and Justice V. Ramasub-
ramanian while hearing 
petitions challenging the 
dismissal of quashing pe-
titions against the crimi-
nal case, issued notice to 
the complainant and oth-
ers. Badal has challenged 
Punjab and Haryana High 
Court order dated Au-
gust 27, 2021, by which 
the High Court rejected 

Badal’s plea seeking to 
quash the proceedings 
against him and a sum-
moning order passed by 
Additional Chief Judicial 
Magistrate, Hoshiarpur.

The matter pertains to 
the controversy over the 
dual constitution of Shi-
romani Akali Dal. 

Hoshiarpur resident 
Balwant Singh Khera had 
filed a criminal complaint 
before the Additional 
Chief Judicial Magistrate 
back in 2009 accusing 
SAD of submitting two 
different constitutions i.e. 
one with the Gurdwara 
Election Commission 
(GEC) and the second 
with the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) to 
seek recognition as a po-
litical party. 

The criminal complaint 

is premised on the alle-
gation that the party has 
claimed to be a secular 
party and given a declara-
tion to abide by the prin-
ciples of secularism in its 
constitution filed before 
ECI. At the same time, it 
contests elections for a re-
ligious body, Shiromani 
Gurdwara Prabandhak 
Committee, thereby being 
a religious party.

R.S. Cheema, Senior 
advocate appeared for 
Sukhbir Singh Badal, 
K.V. Vishwanathan, Se-
nior Advocate appeared 
for Prakash Singh Badal, 
Sandeep Kapur, Advocate 
appeared for Daljit Singh 
Cheema and Indira Unni-
nayar, Advocate appeared 
for the complainant. 

The petitions were filed 
by Karanjawala & Co. The 

brief was led by Nandini 
Gore and Sandeep Kapur, 
Senior Partners, along 
with Virinder Pal Singh 
Sandhu, Aditi Bhatt, 
Tarannum Cheema, Tahi-
ra Karanjawala, Niharika 
Karanjawala, Apoorva 
Pandey among others. 

The advocate argued 
before the court that be-
ing religious does not run 
contrary to the principles 
of secularism and merely 
because a political outfit 
is contesting elections to 
a Gurdwara committee 
does not mean it is not 
secular. 

The lawyer argued that 
the criminal case with al-
legations of forgery and 
cheating over the consti-
tution of the party filed 
before ECI and GEC has 
no basis.  

 IN THE COURT 

SC NOTICE ON PLEA BY SUKHBIR BADAL 
IN ALLEGED FORGERY CASE
TDG NETWORK  
NEW DELHI

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath took a jibe at 
Congress and said that out of 
403 seats in Uttar Pradesh, 
Congress has won only two 
seats. When a person dies, 
four people are needed to 
shoulder. Uttar Pradesh has 
only two. The people of the 
country have decided that 
now there is no need to car-
ry those who have become a 
burden on the country. Yogi 
said that I have killed the ma-
fia from Uttar Pradesh.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath who 
reached the election rally at 
Dussehra Maidan Parwanoo 
in Kasauli assembly constitu-
ency of district Solan, said 
that if there is a crisis in the 
world today, then the world 
looks towards PM Naren-
dra Modi with hopeful eyes. 
Had Congress been there, 
would Ram temple be built 
in Ayodhya, Kashi Vish-
wanath temple would have 
been built. These people can 
neither respect their faith, or 
heritage nor support them in 
happiness and sorrow, why 
vote for them? Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah while 
his rally in Dharamshala 
said that everyone wanted 
a Ram temple to be built in 
Ayodhya, but the Congress 
party did not want to build 
a Ram temple due to the 
politics of appeasement. 
They used to say that the 
temple would be built there, 
but would not tell the date.  
The Modi government has 
done the work of providing 
free food grains to 7 lakh 
families. Worked to send 6 
thousand rupees annually 
to more than 9 lakh farmers 
in their accounts. Worked to 
provide water from the tap to 
8 lakh 76 thousand families. 

Under Ayushman Bharat in 
Himachal, 4 lakh families 
are getting free treatment 
up to 5 lakh. Even after run-
ning the government for 60 
years, even after running the 
government for four genera-
tions, they could not provide 
toilets to mothers and sisters. 
Today, PM Modi and Jai Ram 
Thakur have done the work 
of constructing toilets in ev-
ery house in Himachal.

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah, who reached the 
election rally in Nadaun of 
Hamirpur district, said that 
on one side there is Congress 
party, which is suffering 
from familism.  

POLL CAMPAIGN 

Shah, Yogi in Himachal, 
lambast at Congress
TDG NETWORK 
CHANDIGARH

Union Home Minister Amit Shah at a public meeting for the 
upcoming Himachal Pradesh Assembly elections, in Nalagarh 
(Solan) on Wednesday.

106-year-old Shyam Saran 
Negi, the first voter of In-
dependent India, exercised 
his right to franchise for the 
34th time for the Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly elections 
through a postal ballot at his 
residence in Kinnaur district 
on Wednesday. 

Negi, a teacher by profes-
sion who hails from the 
tribal district of Kinnaur in 
Himachal Pradesh exercised 
his right to franchise for the 
34th time for the 14th Vid-
han Sabha elections through 
a postal ballot at his home in 
Kalpa today. He cast his vote 
through a postal ballot for the 
first time. 

Born in July 1917, Negi vot-
ed for the first time in 1951 in 

the general elections of India 
and has voted for sixteen 
times in Lok Sabha Elections. 
He cast his vote in every Lok 
Sabha, Vidhan Sabha and all 
local bodies right after 1951. 
He has also been made a state 
election icon in 2014. 

Popularly known as Master 
Shyam Saran, the centenar-
ian has voted in every elec-

tion since 1951 and has never 
missed an opportunity to 
vote. After casting his vote, 
Negi said that every citizen 
should vote for strengthen-
ing the democratic set-up.

“The young voters should 
consider their duty to vote 
and contribute in strength-
ening the Nation,” he said, 
adding that we should feel 

proud of our voting right as 
it helps in choosing the right 
representative to lead the Na-
tion. 

District Election Officer 
cum Deputy Commissioner, 
Abid Hussain Sadiq said that 
a red carpet was laid to bring 
him to the postal booth set 
up in the compound of his 
house. Negi was brought 
on a red carpet to the booth 
where he exercised his right 
to franchise and soon there-
after his vote was sealed in an 
envelope and dropped in the 
ballot box. 

Sadiq along with the re-
turning officer cum SDM 
Kalpa, Major (retd) Sha-
shank Gupta and the other 
officers and officials of the 
district administration hon-
oured the first voter of Inde-
pendent India.  

 POSTAL BALLOT FOR HP POLLS

106-year-old Saran, first voter of 
Independent India, casts his vote 
TDG NETWORK  
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 POLICE CRACKDOWN 

Illicit liquor, cash, and jew-
elry worth more than 21 
Crores have been seized in 
a joint operation conducted 
by the state police, excise, 
and mining department. 
Since the model conduct 
came into force for the en-
suing assembly election in 
the State. This was revealed 
by a spokesperson of the 
Election Department here 
on Wednesday. 

However, during the 
past 24 hours, cash worth 
Rs. Five lakh and around 
1215.470 liters of illicit li-
quor worth Rs. 1,90,069 
were seized during the 
checks carried out by the 
police department at vari-
ous places in the state. The 
spokesman said that during 
the Nakas by the Income 
Tax Department, cash 
worth Rs 2,15,90,000 and 
gold worth Rs. 44,11,232 
was also seized. The excise 
department also captured 
20176.965 liters of illicit li-
quor worth Rs. 45,91,318.  

LIQUOR, CASH 
WORTH RS 21 
CR SEIZED IN 
HIMACHAL 
TDG NETWORK  
SHIMLA
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OVERNIGHT SHOWERS

With parts of Tamil Nadu 
inundated with heavy 
overnight rain and with a 
forecast of heavy showers, 
the state government on 
Wednesday declared a holi-
day for schools in Chennai, 
Ranipet and Thiruvallur 
districts today.

The Regional Meterologi-
cal Department has forecast 
heavy rainfall in Chennai 
till November 2 and heavy 
to very heavy rainfall in 
adjoining districts Thiru-
vallur, Kancheepuram and 
Chengalpattu among oth-
ers in the next few days. 
Schools and colleges to 
remain closed in Chennai, 
Ranipet and Thiruvallur 
due to excessive rainfall in 
the region and schools will 
remain closed in Vellore, 
Kanjipuram, Vilupuram 

and Chengalpattu, accord-
ing to information provided 
by the respective district 
collectors.

The Thirupathur District 
Collector has announced 
a holiday for students in 
the Thirupathur School till 
class 8.

People were seen walking 
in waterlogged streets in 
several localities in Chen-

nai and its outskirts due to 
heavy overnight rain.

According to the Met fore-
cast, heavy rain is likely to 
occur at isolated places over 
Cuddalore, Mayiladuthurai, 
Thanjavur, Nagapattinam, 
Tiruvarur, Pudukkottai, 
Sivaganga, Ramanatha-
puram,  Thoothukudi , 
Tirunelveli, Kanyakumari, 
Nilgiris, Coimbatore, Tir-

uppur, Dindigul, Theni and 
Tenkasi districts of Tamil 
Nadu and Karaikal area.

On Thursday it is forecast 
that light to moderate rain 
at many places with isolated 
thunderstorm and lightning 
is likely to occur over Tamil 
Nadu, Puducherry and 
Karaikal area. Heavy rain 
is likely to occur at isolated 
places over Kanyakumari, 
Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi, 
Tenkasi, Virudhunagar, 
Ramanathapuram, Siva-
ganga, Madurai, Theni, Din-
digul, Nilgiris, Coimbatore, 
Tiruppur, Pudukkottai, 
Thanjavur, Tiruvarur, Nag-
apattinam, Cuddalore and 
Mayiladuthurai districts 
of Tamil Nadu and Karai-
kal area. On Friday, light to 
moderate rain is expected at 
various places with isolated 
thunderstorms and light-
ning likely over Tamil Nadu, 
Puducherry and Karaikal. 

SEVERal DISTRICTS IN TN 
INuNDaTED DuE TO HEaVY RaIN
TDG NETWORK
Chennai 

Commuters push a car through a flooded road after heavy rainfall, 
in Chennai on Wednesday.

The Division bench of Justice 
A.K. Jayasankaran Nambiar 
and Justice Mohammed Nias 
CP quashed the transfer order. 

Anand Collector DS Gadhavi

Sukanya Mondal

MoS Civil Aviation VK Singh

CONTROVERSIal COmmENT

Kerala High Court has 
quashed the registrar general’s 
order transferring Kozhikode 
Principal District and Sessions 
Judge S Krishnakumar, who 
made a controversial ‘sexually 
provocative dress’ remark as a 
presiding officer of the Labour 
Court in Kollam district.

The Division bench of Justice 
A.K. Jayasankaran Nambiar 
and Justice Mohammed Nias 
CP quashed the transfer or-
der. The ruling by the Division 
bench came in response to an 
appeal by Justice Krishnaku-
mar challenging the order by 
the high court single bench, 
dismissing his appeal against 
the transfer order. Earlier, the 
Division bench had stayed the 
transfer order.

In his appeal, Justice Krish-
nakumar contended, “It is not 
sustainable in law as the find-
ing of the single Judge that the 

transfer norms are only guide-
lines and that it will not confer 
any right on the transferred 
employee. The order is against 
the dictum laid down by the 
apex court in a recent decision 
on a similar matter. The single 
judge failed to consider the 
facts of the case as a judicial of-
ficer can be transferred during 
the currency of three years if it 
is necessary in the administra-
tion of justice, and in the appel-
lant’s case, the single judge had 

not held that the transfer of the 
appellant is in the interest of 
the administration of justice.”

“The finding of the Single 
Judge that the appellant can-
not be said to be prejudiced 
in any manner by his transfer 
as a Presiding Officer, Labour 
Court, Kollam district is not 
correct. The appellant is a 
Special Grade District Judge 
and was discharging duty as 
Principal District and Ses-
sions Judge, and that post is 
occupied by the senior most 
Special Grade District Judge 
therefore, transferring and 
posting the appellant will nec-
essarily result in prejudice,” 
the plea said.

The bench of S Krishnaku-
mar in the Kozhikode Sessions 
Court, issued an order on Au-
gust 12, observing that a sexual 
harassment complaint would 
not stand if the woman was 
wearing a ‘sexually provoca-
tive dress’.

HC quashes transfer order 
of judge who made ‘sexually 
provocative dress’ remark

ED questions Anubrata 
Mondal’s daughter Sukanya

MoS Civil Aviation rubbishes rumours 
of shut down of Goa airport
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IN GuJaRaT CaTTlE SmuGGlING SCam

NO INTENTION
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TWO DISTRICTS GET RIGHT TO GRaNT CITIzENSHIp TO mINORITIES

INSpIRaTION fOR OTHERS

Seema Devi from Jammu’s 
Nagrota area was a virtual un-
known till she resolved to earn 
a living for herself and find a 
way to support her husband. 
The first woman e-rickshaw 
driver from the Valley, Seema 
Devi said the move to chart 
a source of living for herself 
stemmed from the urge to help 
her husband financially.

Seema said she explored 
many avenues to earn a living 

for herself till her husband 
learned that e-rickshaws were 
available for purchase at sub-
sidised rates. Before long, the 
couple bought a three-wheeler 

on EMI (easy monthly instal-
ment) scheme and Seema’s 
husband took it upon himself 
to teach her to drive the ve-
hicle. Having taken the driv-
ing lessons in earnest from 
her spouse, Seema is now not 
only a professional e-rickshaw 
driver ferrying passengers to 
their desired destinations in 
Nagrota but is also making 
good money out of it. However, 
she conceded that the journey 
to becoming the first woman 
e-rickshaw driver wasn’t 

rosy as she had to overcome 
certain inhibitions and the 
nervousness of having pass-
ersby and commuters stare at 
her in amusement. A mother 
of three, Seema said she has 
got over those initial hiccups 
and is happy to be earning for 
her family and children. She 
added that her family mem-
bers were unstinting in their 
support to her in this pursuit 
and her fellow residents have 
come to appreciate her resolve 
to make a living for herself.

TDG NETWORK
jammu 

SEEma DEVI BECOmES fIRST WOmaN E-RICkSHaW DRIVER IN J-k

SEEkING REmOVal

Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam (DMK) leader and Lok 
Sabha MP representing 
Sriperumbudur constitu-
ency near Chennai T.R. 
Baalu on Tuesday wrote a 
letter to ‘all the like-minded 
MPs’ urging them to back a 
proposal seeking removal of 
the TN governor R N Ravi.

“The proposal is to be 
addressed to President 
Droupadi Murmu follow-
ing the gathering of MPs 
at the Anna Arivalaiyam 
headquarters and signing 
of MPs,” the letter stated. 
“Members of Parliament 

belonging to DMK and like-
minded political parties are 
requested to kindly visit 
Anna Arivalaiyam Head-
quarters to read and sign in 
a memorandum addressed 

to the Hon’ble President of 
India, pertaining to the im-
mediate withdrawal of the 
Governor of Tamil Nadu.

(Kindly sign the memo-
randum on or  before 
03.11.2022). Thanking You,” 
the letter read.

People of Tamil Nadu had 
witnessed clashes between 
the DMK party leaders 
and Tamil Nadu governor 
R.N. Ravi earlier too. In 
April, DMK Party leaders 
registered protests against 
Tamil Nadu Governor RN 
Ravi for not sending the 
NEET Exemption Bill to the 
President after being passed 
twice in the state Assembly. 

TDG NETWORK
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Oust Governor: DMK MP writes 
letter to his party colleagues 

DMK leader T.R. Baalu

Under the new rule by the Ministry 
of Home Affairs regarding the Citi-
zenship Amendment Act (CAA), the 
District Collectors have the right to 
investigate people and give them citi-
zenship, informed officials.

“The Ministry of Home Affairs has 
made the entire process of getting 
citizenship for Hindus, Sikhs, Bud-
dhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians of 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh 
quite simple. Under the new rule, now 
the Collectors have the right to investi-
gate people and give them citizenship, 
said Anand Collector DS Gadhavi. 
According to officials, Mehsana and 
Anand collectors have been given the 
right to grant citizenship.

A resident of Tarapur in Anand 
Mithali Maheshwari who belongs to 
Sindh, Pakistan applied for citizenship 
and she is happy with the decision of 
the government.

According to Mithali Maheshwari, 
her parents had already got Indian 
citizenship in 2019 itself, but Mitali, 

her elder sister and younger brother 
have not got citizenship yet.

Currently, Mithali and her elder sister 
have applied for citizenship and are 
hopeful of getting it.

The Citizenship Amendment Act 
was passed by Parliament on De-
cember 11, 2019, and the Presidential 
approval came the next day. In Janu-
ary 2020, the Ministry notified that 
the Act would come into force from 
January 10, 2020, but it later requested 
the Parliamentary Committees in the 
Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha to give 
it some more time to implement rules 
as the country was going through its 
worst ever health crisis due to Covid-19 

pandemic.
Earlier, the MHA had sought time 

from the Parliamentary Committees 
for similar extensions six times. The 
first extension was granted in June 
2020 for notifying CAA rules.

The legislation, which grants citi-
zenship to immigrants belonging to 
Hindu, Jain, Sikh, Parsi, Christian 
and Buddhist communities from 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghani-
stan, was passed by Parliament amid 
vehement criticism from the Opposi-
tion that pointed out the communal 
agenda behind the law as it conspicu-
ously left out Muslims.

The legislation has been interpreted 
in conjunction with repeated asser-
tions by Home Minister Amit Shah 
-before the Act was passed -that there 
would be a nationwide exercise to pre-
pare the National Register of Indian 
Citizens (NRC) to identify illegal im-
migrants. This was interpreted as a 
project to disenfranchise Muslims. 
While nationwide protests were seen 
following the passage of the law, and 
multiple states have announced they 

would not implement the law.
However, the law is yet to be imple-

mented as rules under the CAA are 
yet to be framed.

As per the Manual on Parliamentary 
Work, in case the Ministries/Depart-
ments are not able to frame the rules 
within the prescribed period of six 
months of Presidential approval, they 
should “seek an extension of time from 
the Committee on Subordinate Legis-
lation stating reasons for such exten-
sion” which cannot be more than three 
months at a time.

The central government has already 
made it clear that Indian citizenship to 
the eligible beneficiaries of the CAA 
will be given only after rules under the 
legislation are notified.

The objective of the CAA is to grant 
Indian citizenship to persecuted mi-
norities like Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, 
Buddhists, Parsis and Christians from 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan 
who had come to India till December 
31, 2014. They will not be treated as 
illegal immigrants and given Indian 
citizenship. 

The Enforcement Directorate 
on Wednesday questioned 
Sukanya Mondal, daughter 
of Trinamool Congress strong-
man and the party’s Birbhum 
district president, Anubrata 
Mondal, for nearly nine hours 
in connection with the multi-
crore cattle smuggling scam.

Mondal reached the En-
forcement Directorate head-
quarters here around 10 am 
following summons of the 
federal agency to face question-
ing and left around 7 pm. The 
investigating officer recorded 
Mondal’s statement during 
the questioning over various 
points like chain of shell enti-
ties used in the process of fund 
diversion as well as the money 
reportedly transferred to the 
accounts of those entities who 
are at rudimentary level of the 
chain. The move comes days 
after a special court of the Pre-

vention of Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA) at Rouse Avenue 
Court in Delhi remanded Se-
hgal Hossain, bodyguard of 
Anubrata Mondal to seven 
days of Enforcement Direc-
torate custody in connection 
with the case.

The CBI, which is conducting 
a parallel probe into the cattle-
smuggling scam, has also ques-
tioned Mondal in the case.

The CBI has recently submit-
ted a fresh chargesheet at a spe-
cial court in Asansol in West 
Burdwan district in West Ben-
gal, where the agency named 
TMC heavyweight Anubrata 
Mondal as the direct benefi-
ciary of the cattle scam. 

Minister of State for Civil Avia-
tion General (Retd) VK Singh 
on Wednesday clarified that 
the Central government has 
no plans to shut the existing 
airport of Goa. 

“The Central government has 
no intention to shut the Goa 
airport, I am here to clarify that 
the new airport will not lead to 
the closure of the previous air-

port,” MoS Civil Aviation Gen-
eral (Retd) VK Singh told ANI 
while refuting the rumours 

of Goa Dabolim airport shut 
down. The new airport will get 
operational in a month or so, 
General (Retd) VK Singh said 
during the ongoing CANSO 
conference in Goa. This 
CANSO conference, hosted 
by Airports Authority India 
(AAI) is a three-day program 
that is being held at a hotel in 
Panaji with the theme-- Think 
Global, Collaborate Regional, 
Accomplish Local.

SpECIal SupERVISION

lIONESS GIVE BIRTH TO 3 CuBS IN GWalIOR zOO

A lioness gave birth to three 
cubs at the Gandhi Zoological 
Park, Gwalior district of Mad-
hya Pradesh.

With the addition of these 
cubs, the total number of li-
ons has gone up to eight in the 
zoo. Gandhi Zoological Park 
in-charge and Veterinary Dr 
Upendra Yadav said, “The 
lioness gave birth to the cubs 
on the night of 30 October. 
Now, these cubs have been 
kept in isolation for 15 to 20 
days. They will be kept under 
special supervision. The male 
and female lions among these 
cubs will be identified after 15 
days since it is not possible to 

go close as the lioness is very 
aggressive at this time.”

It is a matter of great happi-
ness for the zoo management 
and for the residents of Gwali-

or, he added. 
Municipal Commissioner 

Kishore Kanyal said, “It is a 
matter of great pride for us 
that the lioness has given birth 

to three cubs. The family of the 
zoo has increased. The Gwali-
or zoo is small, we are going 
to shift it to a bigger area. The 
animals have been kept in spe-
cial facilities for the tourists, 
and we have also upgraded 
the zoo.”  “We want to make 
an appeal to the residents of 
the city that the number of 
lions has increased and they 
must visit and see them. It is a 
matter of pride for us, for the 
zoo management and for the 
residents of Gwalior,” Kanyal 
added. Notably, the lion was 
brought from Nandanvan Zoo 
Raipur and the lioness was 
brought from Kanan Pendari 
Bilaspur to Gandhi Zoological 
Park in 2012. 
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A lioness gave birth to three cubs at the Gandhi Zoological Park.

Seema Devi from Jammu’s 
Nagrota area 

top of the day

aIRpORT SHuTS 
DOWN TO allOW 
pROCESSION
Kerala: The alpasi 
arattu procession of Sree 
Padmanabhaswamy 
Temple passed through 
the Thiruvananthapuram 
international airport 
on Tuesday. The airport 
remained closed for that 
period as it has been 
the traditional route for 
the procession. For the 
smooth movement of the 
procession, the Thiruva-
nanthapuram interna-
tional airport remained 
closed for five hours on 
Tuesday (1 november), 
i.e., from 4 pm to 9 pm. 
The airport suspends 
its flight services every 
year at the time of the 
traditional arattu proces-
sion. The domestic and 
international services 
were rescheduled for 
this period and updated 
timings were made avail-
able from the respective 
airlines.

paNCHaYaT 
pRESIDENT lIVING 
IN TENT aWaITING 
aN OffICIal 
BuNGalOW
dindori: a newly elected 
district panchayat presi-
dent is living in a tent on 
the district panchayat 
premises as he is yet to 
get a government bun-
galow in dindori district 
of madhya Pradesh. The 
district panchayat presi-
dent, rudesh Paraste 
is not only living in the 
tent but also hearing the 
problems of the people 
from there. Paraste said, 

“Three months have 
passed but the govern-
ment and the adminis-
tration has not alloted a 
government Bungalow 
to me. despite dindori 
district being declared 
as naxal affected area, a 
PSo was provided by the 
Superintendent of Police 
that was later withdrawn 
after the intervention of 
BjP leaders”. 

5 kIllED, 3 
INJuRED IN ROaD 
aCCIDENT IN mp
morena: as many as 
five persons were killed 
and three sustained inju-
ries after a Bolero and a 
dumper collided on nh 
44 near Ghuraiya hotel 
under noorabad police 
station limits, morena 
in the early hours of 
wednesday, an official 
said. all the people who 
died and the injured are 
residents of Tiktoli vil-
lage. The villagers were 
returning from Gwalior to 
morena. They had gone 
to visit a patient admit-
ted in Gwalior. morena 
CSP atul Singh said that 
the accident occurred 
around 1 am. The people 
were returning from 
Gwalior. Two deceased 
are in a mortuary room 
in morena, two deceased 
are in noorabad and one 
more died in Gwalior. 

CONSTaBlE 
fOuND DEaD IN 
GORakHpuR
Gorakhpur: a police con-
stable was found dead on 
Tuesday morning after 
he fell from the roof of 
rajghat police station, 
informed officials. The 
deceased has been 
identified as constable 
abhishek Singh. “Today 
around 6 am, the cook 
at the police station saw 
our constable abhishek 
Singh lying on the ground. 



Why do nations 
go to war? It is 
an enterprise 

fraught with human mis-
ery and economic ravage. 
Indeed, why did India and 
China go to war in November 
1962? Prima facie, it was the 
boundary dispute. The Brit-
ish reared on the Westpha-
lian notion of nation states, 
based their boundaries on 
strategic interests. Accord-
ingly, a string of protector-
ates and buffer states of Tibet, 
Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan 
were created to keep Russia 
and China at bay. Similarly, 
the Chinese too favoured 
borders based on strategic 
interests, since whenever 
the central power in China 
was weak Sinkiang and Ti-
bet had lapsed into autonomy. 

Further, there was no auto-
matic justification for the 
colonized power to automati-
cally assume that boundaries 
had been negotiated even if 
a Treaty existed with the co-
lonial power. This brought 
India and China into direct 
conflict since Nehru based 
his conclusions on histori-
cal evidence which showed 
the Ardagh Johnson Line in 
Aksai Chin as the traditional 
boundary between Kashmir 
and Tibet based on revenue 
collection, census returns, 
control of trade routes and 
public works projects. Maha-
raja Gulab Singh arrived at an 
agreement with Tibet in 1846 
on mutually agreed frontiers 
but a precise boundary was 
not demarcated since civilisa-
tion states had frontiers not 
boundaries. Nehru was so 
convinced about the histori-
cal evidence he assumed that 
China and the world would 
also acknowledge India’s po-
sition. This was the primary 
reason for the Forward Policy 
where Indian troops were po-
sitioned in vacant areas of the 
border from 1961 onwards 
with strict instructions to 
avoid conflict.

How did relations deterio-
rate to such an extent that 
the Forward Policy became 
a necessity? It was a series 
of missteps and blunders 
that began by abandoning 
Tibet ignoring centuries of 
civilisational ties between 
India and Tibet when India 
refused to back the UN res-
olution on Free Tibet spon-
sored by San Salvador in the 
face of Chinese occupation 
of Tibet in December 1950. 
When it became clear that 
the UN would not intervene 
a 17-point agreement was 
signed between Tibet and 
China on 23 May 1951. This 
was the first such written 
agreement between Tibet and 
China after CE 821. India had 
the most to lose since it meant 
compromise of India’s water 
security as Indus, Sutlej and 
the Brahmaputra emerge 
from Manasarovar region of 
Tibet and an unsettled bor-
der in perhaps the most deso-
late and harsh terrain in the 
World. Yet India kept silent.

There was an opportunity 
to resolve the boundary issue 
in April 1954 when the Pan-
caseela Treaty was signed, 
giving away all trading rights 
and garrisons at Tibetan 
trade centres without ad-
dressing the border question. 
No reference was made to the 
British Tibet trade agreement 
signed in 1914, but only to 
China Britain trade agree-
ment of 1908. This opened 
up the possibility for China 
to renegotiate the McMahon 
Line. The real danger lay in 
the Ladakh Sector where no 

survey or alignment existed. 
The only concession granted 
to India was specifying six 
border passes for cross bor-
der movement of grazers. All 
six passes were in the Central 
Sector. To reinforce Indian 
claims significant passes in 
Ladakh such as the Kara-
koram Pass and the Kanak La 
Pass or passes along the Mc 
Mahon Line could also have 
been specified. Nehru was 
in a hurry to sign the Pan-
caseela Treaty as he wanted 
to counter the American 
Policy of arming Pakistan. 
Negotiating with the Chinese 
when constrained for time 
and leaving anything open 
ended is a recipe for disaster. 
China astutely realized that 
the Indo-Pak hostility was 
unlikely to abate. The Patton 
Tanks Pakistan sought could 
not be used against China 
and therefore did not hold it 
against Pakistan. To Nehru, 
since the Chinese had not 
raised the border question, 
the border had been settled. 
An “unilateral approach 
to a bilateral problem” was 
fraught with danger.   Nehru 
preferred to make statements 
in Parliament about the invi-
olability of India’s frontiers, 
hoping the Chinese would 
take note. That the Chinese 
had no such intention became 
amply clear when barely two 
months later the Chinese 
complained of an armed in-
trusion into Wu Je (Barahoti 
in Uttarakhand) in the Cen-
tral Sector on 29 June 1954.

The next blunder was ig-
noring the construction of the 

110 mile long road through 
Aksai Chin which was built 
over a period of two years 
from 1955 onwards. Once it 
became public knowledge, 
it was difficult for Nehru to 
justify his policy of friend-
ship to China. This was soon 
followed by loss of lives in 
Longju on the McMahon 
Line and Kongka La in La-
dakh in 1958 when Indian 
troops were fired upon. Hid-
ing the construction of the 
road was one thing, but loss 
of lives was entirely another. 
Nehru remained on the back-
foot after this in Parliament. 
The window of opportunity 
that existed between 1954 
and 1959 was firmly closed 
with the Dalai Lama’s es-
cape to India from Tibet. 
To the Chinese, this was an 
unforgiveable act of hostil-
ity. To put it in perspective, 
it is akin to Pakistan host-
ing hostile non-state actors 
dedicated to splitting India. 
Therefore, Nehru’s attempt to 
balance three contradictory 
objectives—first, friendship 
with China; second, his in-
nate sympathy for Tibetan 
people; and finally, India’s 
security—spectacularly back-
fired because of the inherent 
contradictions.

The next blunder was to 
espouse the cause of China 
for a seat on the UN Secu-
rity Council by forfeiting 
India’s rights. This has been 
criticized by many since now 
China is the main obstacle for 
India’s entry into the Security 
Council. In China’s view, Asia 
is already represented by 

China and hence inclusion of 
Japan or India is not warrant-
ed. China also advocates a re-
gional consensus on aspiring 
candidates for the Security 
Council, thereby bringing 
Pakistan into the equation. 

While Nehru’s motivation for 
bringing China into the fold 
of the United Nations can be 
understood as it would have 
made them more amenable 
to pressure from the interna-
tional community, this deci-
sion appears to have proved 
costly for India as evinced 
by the systematic way China 
blocks India’s efforts to des-
ignate internationally pro-
scribed terrorists hosted by 
Pakistan.

Nehru’s forays in foreign 
policy were unfortunately 
bereft of the other compo-
nent of national power, the 
military. Independence saw 
a systematic relegation of 
the importance of the mili-
tary and pliant officers such 
as Lt. Gen. Kaul had system-
atically replaced the older 
outspoken breed of Gener-
als such as Thimayya the 
ex-Army Chief and Verma 
the ex Corps Commander of 
Ladakh. This forms fodder 
for Part 2 of this series on 
Himalayan Blunders.

Major General C. Mani was 
commissioned into the Corps of 
Signals of the Indian Army in 
June 1982. After retiring from 
the Indian Army in 2020, he 
has taken up employment in the 
corporate sector as the Vice Presi-
dent, Projects, Zen Technologies 
Limited, Hyderabad.

How Nehru’s blunders 
on China cost India dear
Prima facie, India and China went to war in November 1962 due to boundary 
dispute. But Nehru’s series of missteps meant relations between the two countries 
deteriorated to such an extent that the Forward Policy became a necessity.

RBI SPECIAL MEET

PART I

There seems to be renewed activity on the India-
Taiwan front after two years of pause because of Co-
vid. Taiwan’s Deputy Minister of Economic Affairs, 
Chen Chern-Chyi is arriving in India for the annual 
deputy ministerial dialogue. Chen is coming with a 
large delegation of primarily IT companies, which 
is significant given that India is starting to build a 
semiconductor manufacturing ecosystem and Tai-
wan is a leader in this area. Reports are that Chen’s 
visit will see discussions on Taiwanese investment 
in India’s semiconductor sector, apart from renew-
ing talks on a free trade agreement between the two 
countries, as well as discussions on supply chain 
resilience. Even though India, like the majority of 
the world, does not recognise Taiwan as a sovereign 
country, but that has not stopped trade ties between 
the two countries from picking up pace in the last 
decade. Both Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Act 
East policy and Tai-
wan President Tsai 
Ing-Wen’s South-
bound Policy are 
helping inject life in 
this process. Even 
then the quantum of 
trade between these 
two countries is too 
small at $5.7 billion, 
in 2020, which is 
minuscule given the 
potential. Taiwan 
is a technological 
powerhouse and 
can give India un-
restricted access to 
technology in areas 
such as artificial in-
telligence, computer 
hardware and semi-
conductors .  We 
should not forget the 
role that Taiwan has 
played, in spite of its 
small size, in the eco-
nomic advancement 
of China. Taiwan’s 
technology compa-
nies have invested 
around $480 billion 
in China. Taiwan 
is a powerhouse in 
IT hardware equip-
ment and much of 
China’s expertise in this area is courtesy the Tai-
wanese companies. Some of the biggest computer 
names in the world are Taiwanese: Acer, Asus, 
HTC, Foxconn (in collaboration with Apple), Qa-
nta Computer, Pegatron etc. The present value of 
Taiwan’s investment in China is calculated to be 
in the range of $1 trillion. And a large part of that 
investment is seeking to move out of Taiwan as a 
consequence of Xi Jinping’s policies—policies that 
are seemingly taking a turn for the worse, if Xi’s lat-
est Zero Covid diktats are anything to go by. In the 
latest case of barbarism, iPhone’s largest assembly 
factory in China, owned by Foxconn, has been put 
under stringent lockdown in the city of Zhengzhou. 
Videos have emerged of workers fleeing the factory 
by jumping across the fence. This has to be read in 
conjunction with the report that the Tata group is 
increasing its workforce by 45,000 at its plant in 
Karnataka to manufacture iPhone parts. Media re-
ports say that the Tata group is talking to Wistron, 
another Taiwanese company, about assembling 
iPhones in India. Already, Foxconn has started 
assembling iPhone 14 near Chennai as it looks to-
wards shifting more production out of China. Post 
the Covid induced disruptions in Chinese manufac-
turing, a lot of focus is being given to supply chain 
resilience and the trend of moving out of China will 
continue—slowly at first. The West in particular is 
getting increasingly wary of buying anything man-
ufactured in China. So which country is ready for 
that investment? India has the natural advantage of 
being a big landmass, with huge human resources 
at its disposal. It has a far greater ability to absorb 
a large portion of this investment, unlike smaller 
countries like Vietnam and others in the ASEAN. 
India just has to provide a better ecosystem to the 
companies setting up shop here.

It is in this context that the Taiwanese minister’s 
visit is so important. China is not going to be happy 
with the visit, but that is China’s problem. Just be-
cause China shows Arunachal Pradesh as its terri-
tory, has India given up its claim on that particular 
state? It hasn’t. So China’s unhappiness should not 
be a roadblock in the enhancement of India-Taiwan 
ties. In fact post the Taiwanese deputy minister’s 
visit, India too should send a high-level delegation 
to Taiwan. It’s hoped that Taiwan too will send a 
more senior minister to India the next time. The 
message must go out that democracies stand to-
gether and no amount of bullying by China will 
be able to reverse the positive trajectory that India-
Taiwan relations have taken.

Joyeeta Basu

perspective
IGNORE CHINA

IndIA-TAIwAn 
RELATIonS on  
ThE uPSwIng

The Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) of Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) will 
have a special meeting on 3 
November 2022 to discuss its 
responses that it will send to 
the Government on the rea-
sons for inflation breaching 
the upper tolerance of MPC 
for three consecutive quar-
ters. As per Section 45ZN of 
Reserve Bank of India Act 
1934, the RBI has to set out 
a report to the Central gov-
ernment stating the reasons 
for not achieving the infla-
tion target, remedial action 
proposed to be taken and 
an estimated time frame 
within which inflation will 
be brought under target.

In this context, it is impor-
tant to give a historical per-
spective. The Reserve Bank of 
India Act 1934 was amended 
by the Finance Act 2016 “to 

provide for a statutory and 
institutionalized framework 
for a Monetary Policy Com-
mittee, for maintaining price 
stability, while keeping in 
mind the objective of growth”. 
The MPC is assigned the job 
of setting up the benchmark 
policy rate to control infla-
tion within the target level. 
The inflation target was set 
at 4% with upper tolerance 
at 6% and lower tolerance 
level at 2%. The first meet-
ing of the MPC was held in 
October 2016. The flexible 
inflation targeting regime in 
India attempts to ensure price 
stability and is mindful about 
growth objective. Ever since 
the inflation targeting was 
positioned in India in 2016, 
this is the first instance when 
inflation remained higher 
than 6% which is the upper 
tolerance of MPC for three 
consecutive quarters between 
January 2022 and September 
2022. Earlier during the pe-
riod of Covid-19 pandemic 
between April 2020 to No-
vember 2020, inflation was 
higher than 6% for eight 
straight months due to sup-
ply side bottlenecks caused by 
the pandemic.

Inflation has become a 
global phenomenon with 
most of the countries bat-
tling with stubbornly high 
inflation that stayed above 

the target levels of their re-
spective central banks. Con-
sequently, many countries 
have negative real interest 
rates. Inflation has moved 
higher globally, firstly, due to 
Covid-19 induced supply side 
bottlenecks and secondly, the 
Russia-Ukraine war has led 
to energy crisis particularly 
in European countries that 
resulted in higher inflation. 
Recent IMF’s projection 
shows inflation to increase 
by 8.8% in 2022 from 4.7% 
in 2021. Tight demand-sup-
ply balance kept the crude 
prices elevated ever since the 
war broke out. Brent crude 
touched USD 133.18 per bar-
rel on 08 March 2022. Global 
food prices increased above 
30% on year-on-year basis 
in March and April 2022. 
Although global food prices 
have decreased recently, it is 
still about 12% higher com-
pared to last year by end of 
September 2022. Similarly, 
base metal prices grew above 
30% year on year in February 
and March 2022.

Higher global inflation had 
spill-over effect on domestic 
inflation. The wholesale price 
inflation went above 15% be-
tween April to June 2022 due 
to broad increase in prices 
across primary, fuel and 
manufacturing components 
amid Russia-Ukraine war. 

Sharp rise in manufactured 
products led to pass-through 
of input cost pressures to re-
tail inflation.

Domestically, the food 
inflation—a major compo-
nent in the consumer price 
inflation—remained higher 
in all these months. Barring 
January and February, food 
inflation remained above 6% 
during 2022 till September. 
Food prices had to go through 
various shocks in the recent 
times. Among the food items, 
cereal prices have remained 
higher due to firstly the heat 
wave in the northern part 
of India that impacted the 
production of wheat. Gov-
ernment had to put a prohi-
bition on export of wheat to 
control prices earlier. More-
over, uneven monsoon rains 
hit paddy sowing that needed 
the government to ban export 
of broken rice and imposed 
20% export duty on certain 
non-basmati rice. Vegetable 
prices have remained above 
10% in last seven consecu-
tive months till September. 
Flood in some of the regions, 
uneven spatial distribution 
of rainfall during monsoon 
and lower base of last year 
had contributed to higher 
vegetable inflation. More-
over, inflation in oil & fats 
category spiked with edible 
oil prices increased due to 

Russia-Ukraine war that led 
to supply disruption as India 
imports substantial crude 
sunflower oil from Russia 
and Ukraine. Additionally, 
the temporary palm oil ex-
port ban by Indonesia had 
its impact on edible oil infla-
tion. India consumes about 
24 million tonnes of edible oil 
annually of which 13.5 million 
tonnes is imported. The Gov-
ernment of India provided 
concessional custom duty on 
import of edible oil to control 
domestic prices. In Septem-
ber, the inflation in oil & fats 
moderated to 0.37%. Earlier, 
the government also cut ex-
cise duty on petrol and diesel 
to control inflation as crude 
oil prices remained elevated 
globally. With the economy 
opened up post pandemic, 
the demand for services have 
increased that could lead to 
higher prices. The core infla-
tion (excluding food and fuel) 
remained sticky and hovered 
around 6%.

To control inflation, the 
MPC has increased the repo 
rate by 190 basis points to 
take it to the level of 5.90% till 
September. The MPC started 
to increase the policy repo 
rate in this rate hiking cycle 
in May with an off-cycle meet-
ing wherein it delivered a 40 
basis points increase in repo 
rate. In April, the RBI intro-

duced the “standing deposit 
facility” as the floor of the 
liquidity adjustment facility 
corridor. It also removed the 
“accommodative” word from 
its monetary policy stance in 
June and continued with its 
stance of “remain focused on 
withdrawal of accommoda-
tion”. Depreciation of rupee 
has also led to inflationary 
pressures with elevated crude 
and commodity prices. RBI 
has been actively interven-
ing in the forex exchange 
market to curb volatility of 
rupee amid aggressive rate 
hikes by the US Fed.

As future course of action 
in its battle against inflation, 
the MPC is expected to con-
tinue with its rate hikes and 
take the terminal repo rate to 
around 6.50-6.75% levels. In-
flation is expected to be about 
6.7% for 2022-23 with some 
moderation in second half of 
2022-23. Further the inflation 
is expected to come down to 
about 5.1% in 2023-24 on rela-
tively lower global commod-
ity prices. Moreover, easing 
momentum and favourable 
base in food prices along with 
normal monsoons will help 
overall domestic inflation to 
come down.

Dr Sudarshan Bhattacharjee is 
Principal Economist, Yubi (For-
merly CredAvenue).

Reasons for high inflation: Supply side factors 
may feature in RBI’s letter to government

Even though India, like the 
majority of the world, does 
not recognise Taiwan as 
a sovereign country, that 
has not stopped trade ties 
between the two countries 
from picking up pace in the 
last decade. Both Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
Act East policy and Taiwan 
President Tsai Ing-Wen’s 
Southbound Policy are 
helping inject life in this 
process. Even then the 
quantum of trade between 
these two countries is too 
small at $5.7 billion, in 
2020, which is minuscule 
given the potential. 
Taiwan is a technological 
powerhouse and can 
give India unrestricted 
access to technology in 
areas such as artificial 
intelligence, computer 
hardware and semi-
conductors. We should not 
forget the role that Taiwan 
has played, in spite of its 
small size, in the economic 
advancement of China.

opinion
C. MANI

7comment & analysisthe daily guardian review
thursday |  03 november 2022

new delhi

sudarshan Bhattacharjee

Editorial Director:  Prof. M.D. Nalapat; Managing Editor: Pankaj Vohra; Editor: Joyeeta Basu; News Editor: Bikash C Paul; Printed and Published by Rakesh Sharma for and on behalf of Good Morning India Media  Pvt. Ltd.; Printed at: Good Morning India  Media Pvt. Ltd,  Khasra No. 39, Village Basai Brahuddin Nagar, Gautam Buddha 
Nagar, Noida, Uttar Pradesh, (U.P.-201301); Published at:  S-I, 2nd Floor, Green Park, Opp Canara Bank, New Delhi-110016; The Editorial offices: 275 Captain Gaur Marg Sriniwaspuri Okhla, New Delhi - 110065; Mumbai Office: Juhu Hotel, Juhu Tara Road, Santa Cruz-West, Mumbai-400049; Chandigarh Office: SCO-7, Sector 17-E, 
Chandigarh- 160017; RNI Registration No: Applied For; Title Code No:  DELENG19869;  For Subscriptions and Circulation Complaints Contact: Delhi:  Mahesh Chandra Saxena Mobile:+ 91 9911825289, CISN 0976 - 0008



legally speaking the daily guardian review
thursday |  03 november 2022
new delhi8

The National Company Law 
Tribunal (“NCLT”) in the 
case Subodh Kumar Agraw-
al v Taguda Pte. Limited, the 
Mumbai bench comprising 
of Justice P.N. Deshmukh, 
Judicial Member and the 
Technical Member, Shri 
Shyam Babu Gautam ob-
served while adjudicating 
a plea and has held that all 
past liabilities arising out of 
any levies/tax dues to any 
government authorities, etc., 
which accrued during CIRP 
period and are not part of the 
Resolution Plan, the same 
shall stand extinguished 
from the date of approval 
of the Resolution Plan. Ac-
cordingly, the bench waived 
off the income tax and GST 
liabilities of the Corporate 
Debtor that had accrued af-
ter initiation of CIRP.
Facts of the Case:
The Corporate Debtor, Ush-
dev International Limited 
was admitted into Corporate 
Insolvency Resolution Pro-
cess (“CIRP”). The Resolu-
tion Professional appointed 
was Mr. Subodh Kumar 
Agrawal.
It had been submitted by 
Resolution Applicant/Ap-
plicant, Taguda Pte. Limited 
a resolution plan for the Cor-
porate Debtor which was 
approved by the Committee 
of Creditors (“CoC”). An ap-
plication has been filled by 

the Resolution Professional 
before the Adjudicating Au-
thority for approval of the 
said Resolution Plan.
The Adjudicating Author-
ity on 03.02.2022, while ap-
proving the resolution plan 
had directed that all past 
liabilities arising out of any 
levies/tax dues to any gov-
ernment authorities, etc., 
which was not the part of the 
Resolution Plan and is per-
taining to pre-CIRP period, 
shall stand extinguished 
from the date of approval 
of the Resolution Plan. Any 
waiver sought in the Resolu-
tion Plan shall also be subject 
to approval of the concerned 
Authorities. Therefore, as a 
consequence of which the 
said order essentially did 
not allow the specific waiv-
ers sought in the Resolution 
Plan, even though the same 
had been entirely approved 
by the CoC.
An application before the 

Adjudicating Authority has 
been filled by the applicant, 
wherein seeking modifi-
cation of the order dated 
03.02.2022 limited up to 
waivers as sought under 
the Resolution Plan. Thus, 
the waivers included the 
liabilities accrued during 
the CIRP period, liabilities 
which shall occur till the 
closing date (as defined un-
der the Resolution Plan) and 
liabilities which shall arise 
on implementation of the 
Resolution Plan. It has also 
been prayed by the Resolu-
tion Applicant, the waiver 
of tax and Goods & Services 
Tax (GST) liability accrued 
on the Corporate Debtor 
from the CIRP commence-
ment date.
NCLT Decision:
The bench stated that all 
the past liabilities arising 
out of any levies/tax dues to 
any government authorities, 
etc., which are not being a 

part of the Resolution Plan 
and pertaining to CIRP pe-
riod which shall stand ex-
tinguished from the date of 
approval of the Resolution 
Plan. Further, the court ob-
served that the authorities 
have to file the claim before 
the Resolution Professional 
before the approval of Reso-
lution Plan by the CoC. The 
Applicant Resolution can-
not be burdened with the 
liabilities after approval of 
the Resolution Plan. Ac-
cordingly, the bench waived 
off the GST dues and the in-
come tax.
It has also been observed by 
the bench that the income 
tax liability on notional in-
come, arising on implemen-
tation of the Resolution Plan 
due to writing back of the 
unpaid dues to the creditors 
in the books of Corporate 
Debtor are also to be waived 
off and such liabilities were 
also being waived off.

IN COURT

NCLT Mumbai: Past Tax 
Liabilities That Are Not A Part 
Of Resolution Plan Shall Stand 
Extinguished
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Naveen vs 
State of Haryana observed and has reiter-
ated that the power of a court under Section 
319 CrPC is a discretionary and extraordi-
nary power which should be exercised spar-
ingly.
The bench comprising of Justice Ajay Ras-
togi and Justice CT Ravikumar observed and 
has stated that the crucial test that has to be 
applied is one which is more than prima fa-
cie case as exercised at the time of framing of 
charge, but of the short of satisfaction to an 
extent that the evidence and would lead to 
conviction if goes unrebutted.

In the present case, the trial Judge rejected 
the application filed by the complainant 
under Section 319 CrPC for summoning a 
person to face trial in a rape case. In her ap-
plication, it was submitted by the complain-
ant that she had named the said person as 
accused in her initial version but the police 
did not challan them in collusion with them. 

Latterly, the High Court allowed his applica-
tion and has set aside this order.

In an appeal, the bench referred to the 
judgement in the case Constitution Bench in 
Hardeep Singh v. State of Punjab, wherein 
the court observed that the Constitution 
Bench has given a caution that power un-
der Section 319 CrPC is a discretionary and 
extraordinary power which should be exer-
cised sparingly and only in such cases where 
the circumstances of the case so warrant and 
the crucial test as noticed above has to be ap-
plied is one which is more than prima facie 
case as exercised at the time of framing of 
charge, but short of satisfaction to an extent 
that the evidence and would lead to convic-
tion if goes unrebutted.

Accordingly, the court while referring 
to the evidence on record, it was stated by 
bench that the same, if remains unrebutted, 
will not be sufficient to lead the conviction 
so far as the present appellant is concerned. 
Therefore, the order of High Court was set 
aside and allowed the application.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: DISCRETIONARY 
& EXTRAORDINARY POWER U/SEC 
319 CRPC SHOULD BE EXERCISED 
SPARINGLY

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in 
the case State of Hi-
machal Pradesh vs 

Rajesh Kumar observed and 
has issued notice in a Special 
Leave Petition which raised 
this issue, is the principle of 
rounding off is permissible 
in the open competition?

In the present case, a can-
didate for the post of TGT on 
batch wise basis under the 
ex-serviceman category had 
approached the Himachal 
Pradesh High Court where-
in seeking a declaration that 
the candidate percentage in 
graduation i.e., 44.8 to be 
considered as 45% for the 
purpose of his selection. The 
High Court disposed of the 
petition, wherein the court 
directed the authorities to 
consider the petitioner.

Before the Apex Court, the 
State pointed out in an ap-
peal that the candidate was 
not qualified to participate 
in the selection process for 
the reason that 45% marks 
for undergraduate course 
being the minimum quali-
fying marks for participat-
ing in the process. The court 
relied on the judgement in 
the case Orissa Public Ser-
vice Commn.& Anr vs Ru-
pashree Chowdhary.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Ajay Rastogi and 
Justice CT Ravikumar ob-
served and has stayed the 
High Court judgement.

It was observed that in Ru-
pashree, a candidate was al-
lowed by the Orissa High for 
appearing in an interview of 
Orissa Judicial Service Ex-
amination. It is stated that 
as per the Orissa Superior 
Judicial Service Rule 24 and 
the Orissa Judicial Service 

Rules, 2007, the candidates 
who have secured not less 
than 45% of the marks in 
aggregate and not less than 
minimum of 33% of marks 
in each paper in the writ-
ten examination should be 
called for viva-voce test. In 
an appeal, it was noticed by 
the Apex Court that there 
is no power provided in 
the statute/Rules permit-
ting any such rounding off 
or giving grace marks so as 

to bring up a candidate for 
meeting up the minimum 
requirement. In the court’s 
opinion, no such relaxation 
or rounding off was permis-
sible. Thus, the rules being 
statutory and no amend-
ment or dilution to such 
Rules is possible or per-
missible by adding of some 
words to the said statutory 
rules for giving the benefit 
of rounding off or relax in 
nature

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: NOTICE 
ISSUED; IS PRINCIPLE OF 
ROUNDING OFF PERMISSIBLE 
IN OPEN COMPETITION?
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Gu-
jarat State Civil Supplies Corpora-
tion vs Mahakali Foods Pvt. Ltd 
observed that a party who was not 

‘supplier’ on the date of entering 
into contract, the party cannot seek 
any benefit as the ‘supplier’ under 
the MSMED Act, 2006

The bench comprising of Chief 
Justice Of India UU Lalit and Jus-
tice Bela M. Trivedi observed that 
if any registration is obtained sub-
sequently the same would have an 
effect prospectively and would be 
applied to the supply of goods and 
rendering services subsequent to 
the registration.

In the present case, the bench 
was considering a batch of appeals 
raising issues regarding the in-
terplay between the MSMED Act, 
2006 and Arbitration and Concili-
ation Act, 1996?

The report about the said aspect: 
The bench stated stated that as 

per the Section 2(n) of the MSMED 
Act, 2006, the term “supplier” 
means a small or micro enterprise, 
which has filed a memorandum 
with the authority referred to in 
subsection (1) of section 8, and 
includes, — (i) the National Small 
Industries Corporation and being 
a company, registered under the 
Companies Act, 1956 (1 of 1956); (ii) 
the Small Industries Development 
Corporation of a Union territory or 
of a State, by whatever name called 
and being a company registered 
under the Companies Act, 1956 (1 
of 1956); (iii) any co-operative so-
ciety, company, trust or a body, by 
whatever name being called, reg-
istered or constituted under any 
law for the time being in force and 
is engaged in selling of goods pro-
duced by small or micro enterpris-
es and rendering services which 

are provided by such enterprise.
Before the court, one of the con-

tentions raised in the case was if 
the party Supplier was not the 

“supplier” within the meaning of 
Section 2(n) of the MSMED Act, 
2006 on the date of the contract 
entered into between the parties 
and the same could not have made 
any reference of dispute to Micro 
and Small Enterprises Facilitation 
Council under Section 18(1) of the 
MSMED Act, 2006. The court con-
tended that the Council would not 
have the jurisdiction for deciding 
the disputes as an arbitration.

While addressing these conten-
tions, the bench referred to the 
case Industries etc. vs. Kerala State 
Road Transport Corporation and 
Anr, wherein the court held that 
a party who was not the “sup-
plier” as per Section 2 (n) of the 
MSMED Act, 2006 on the date 
of entering into the contract, no 

benefits would be available to the 
supplier under the MSMED Act, 
2006. However, a party cannot be-
come a micro or small enterprise or 
a supplier for claiming the benefit 
under the MSMED Act, 2006 by 
submitting a memorandum to ob-
tain registration subsequent to en-
tering into the contract and supply 
of goods or for rendering services. 
Subsequently, if any registration 
is obtained the same would have 
the effect prospectively and would 
apply for the supply of goods and 
for rendering services which is 
subsequent to the registration and 
the same cannot operate retrospec-
tively.

It has been clarified by the bench 
that since there being a jurisdic-
tional issue, it could also be de-
cided by the Facilitation Council, 
institute or a Centre acting as an 
arbitral tribunal if raised by a party 
under the MSMED Act, 2006.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Party Who Was Not 
‘Supplier’ On The Date Of Entering Into 
Contract Cannot Seek Any Benefits As 
Supplier Under MSMED Act
TDG NETWORK 
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On 31st October, 2022, 
Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi paid 

his impassioned homage to 
Bharat Ratna Sardar Val-
labhbhai Jhaverbhai Patel, 
the first Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Home Minister of 
independent India, at the 
foot of the 182 metres high 
Statue of Unity, the world’s 
tallest monument, in Keva-
dia, Gujarat, on his 147th 
birth anniversary, as part of 
the National Unity Day cel-
ebrations. Addressing the 
nation, in a visible state of 
shock induced by the spine 
chilling suspension bridge 
tragedy at Morbi, Gujarat, 
Modi said, “The National 
Unity Day is a tribute to the 
invaluable role of Sardar 
Patel in unifying our na-
tion.”

Patel, the monumental 
lawyer, philosopher, schol-
ar, statesman and political 
leader, universally known 
as the “Iron Man of India” 
or “Bismarck of India”, was 
born on 31st October, 1875 
in Nadiad, Gujarat, famous 
for the iconic Shri Swami-
narayan Temple built in 
1824. He was a late starter 
in the academic arena and 
passed his Matriculation 
examination from the Na-
diad High School in 1897 
at the belated age of 22. At 
this juncture in his life, he 
was generally regarded by 
his elders as an ordinary 
mortal sans any worthwhile 
ambition and earmarked 
only for an insignificant 
job.The great English poet 
John Milton described am-
bition as the “last infirmity 
of noble minds” but in Pa-
tel’s case, his first infirmity 
was a strong and irresist-
ible ambition to  become a 
limb of the law,work and 
save funds, travel to Eng-
land and study to become 
a Barrister. But his father 
Jhaverbhai Galabhai  Pa-
tel, a petty landowner from 
Karamsad,did not have the 
wherewithals to enable him 
to realise his ambition.As 
Patel had neither the money 
nor the time to spend on a 
proper legal education in a 
Law College,he opted for a 
short-cut route to become 
a District Pleader. Patel 
scrupulously stayed away 
from his family, studying 
tirelessly on his own with 
books borrowed from his 
lawyer friends and attend-
ing the privately conducted 
Gokhale law classes. Oc-
casionally, he attended 
courts of law and listened 
attentively to the varied 
arguments of lawyers. He 
passed the District Pleader’s 
Examination within two 
years with flying colours.
He eventually set up his 
home in the holy city of 
Godhra, meaning “Land 
of the Cows”.He joined the 
Bar in 1900 and proudly 
displayed on the front door 
of his modest home-cum-

office a nameplate reading 
“Vallabhbhai J.Patel,District 
Pleader,Godhra”. Within an 
incredibly short time, Patel 
earned an enviable repu-
tation as a firebrand and 
skilled lawyer who used to 
send cold shivers down the 
spines of the Police prosecu-
tion. In 1902, Patel shifted 
to Borsad which bore the ill 
repute of having the high-
est number of criminal 
cases in the entire Bombay 
Presidency. One day, when 
he was appearing in the 
court of a British Sub-Judge 
in Borsad, he found the 
judge holding court with-
out wearing his gown on 
a hot and sultry day. Patel 
opened his arguments by 
fearlessly declaring, “As the 
Hon’ble Judge is not proper-
ly dressed, this seems to be 
no court!” This caught the 
Judge completely off guard 
and he promptly donned 
his gown and offered Patel 
an instant apology. In an-
other historic case in the 
Borsad Court, Patel, em-
ploying his unmatched legal 
acumen and amazing gift 
of the gab, proved that the 
liquor inside the two bottles 
seized from his bootlegger 
client had turned into “wa-
ter”. Ravji Patel, a freedom 
fighter and contemporary 
of Patel, chronicled the rare 
legal skills of Patel in his 
well known Gujrati book 
“Hind na Sardar’ or “In-
dia’s Chief”. In that book, 
the author narrates a very 
interesting account of this 
case. When the case of the 
bootlegger, was taken up for 
hearing in the court, Patel 
insisted that the seized bot-
tles be forthwith examined 
by doctors. Everyone was 
befuddled when the medi-
cal report revealed that the 
bottles contained only plain 
water. The police inspector 
who had arrested the boot-
legger was taken totally by 
surprise and implored Patel 
for an explanation after the 
accused had been released. 
Patel gilby told him that the 
Magistrate was a habitual 
alhoholic who used to of-
ten target seized bottles and 
later replace the liquor with 
water. Perturbed by Patel’s 
ceaseless triumphs over the 
Police prosecution in Bor-
sad, the authorities in Bom-
bay decided to summarily 
shift the criminal court from 
Borsad to nearby Anand 
(now famous as the “Milk 
Capital of India”), hoping 
that Patel would stay put 
in Borsad.Undeterred, Pa-
tel belied their hopes by 
travelling in style to and fro 
Anand in his private “ton-
ga” or “horse carriage”. Pa-
tel’s overbearing presence 
in the re-located criminal 
court remained unchecked.
The authorities were per-
force forced to eat humble 
pie and shift the criminal 
court back to Borsad after a 
year, adding yet another tri-
umphant feather in Patel’s 
already overcrowded cap or 
more appropriately the red 
“Patidar Pagdi” he used to 
wear to court!

When Patel had saved just 
the right amount of money 
to undertake a voyage to 
England, he approached 
Thomas Cook & Sons for 
a passport and a booking 

on the Harland and Wolff 
built steamliner SS Maloja 
of the Peninsular and Ori-
ental Steam Navigation 
Company. But by an un-
fortunate twist of fate,  the 
envelope containing his 
passport  (and passports in 
those days did not carry any 
photographs!) and travel 
documents arrived in the 
name of “V. J. Patel” at his 
brother Vithalbhai’s resi-
dence in Borsad. Vitalbhai 
himself harboured an un-
satiable desire to study in 
England and pleaded with 
his younger brother to let 
him go to England in his 
place and stead.As a devout 
Hindu, Patel bowed down 
to his brother’s wishes and 
Vithalbhai went to England.  
He even went to the extent 
of financing his brother’s 
education in England but 
began saving de novo for 
the achievement of his own 
cherished goals.

Towards the fag end of 
1908, Patel’s spirited wife 
Jhaverba was admitted 
to the Cama Hospital in 
Mumbai to undergo a ma-
jor surgical operation for 
malignant intestinal can-
cer. Her health deteriorated 
suddenly and, despite the 
best efforts of her doctors, 
Patel’s “partner-in-life dis-
appeared suddenly, leav-
ing two young children” 
at the tender age of 29 on 
11th January, 1909. At the 
moment of her untimely 
death, Patel was busy cross-
examining a key witness in 
the Anand Court.At around 
2 p.m., he was handed over 
a telegram out of the blue 
informing him of his wife’s 
death. According to eye 
witness accounts of those 
who were present in court, 
Patel quietly read the tele-
gram, folded it and put it in 
his pocket and continued to 
doggedly cross-examine the 
witness until the witness 
broke down and Patel won 
the case. The stoic “volcano 
in ice” broke the tragic news 
to others only after the court 

had risen for the day. Such 
was his unshakable sense 
of commitment to his clients 
and his indefatigable dedi-
cation to the legal process! 
In July,1910, at the age of 36, 
Patel sailed for England clad 
for the first time in his life in 
trousers,jacket and necktie. 
Two months after his arriv-
al in England, he enrolled 
himself at the Middle Tem-
ple Inn in London,where  
Mahatma  Gandhi had 
laid the foundations of his 
own legal career.It was a 
curious co-incidence that 
Nehru,younger to Patel by 
14 years,joined the Inner 
Temple Inn in the very same 
year 1910 but the two great 
leaders never got to meet 
each other in London!Patel 
plunged himself into se-
rious, relentless studies 
putting in not less than 11 
hours of hard,painstaking 
labour every single day.
After a gruelling 20 month 
sojourn in London, Patel 
passed his Bar-at-law ex-
aminations on 7th June,1912 
obtaining a first class first 
that earned him the cov-
eted prize of £50.On 27th 
January,1913,he was called 
to the Bar in a glittering 
“Call Night” ceremony in 
the majestic Middle Tem-
ple Hall which marked the 
fulfilment of his long con-
ceived ambition of becom-
ing a Barrister.

Returning to India on 
13th February,1913, Patel 
settled down in Ahmed-
abad and successfully rose 
to become one of the city’s 
most sought after barris-
ters exhibiting,according 
to his well known biogra-
pher Narhari D.Parikh, “a 
thorough mastery of facts, 
proper and correct estimate 
of the opponent’s points and 
line of attack,and a care-
fully planned defence and 
attack.” Wearing well tai-
lored English style clothes 
and adopting urbane man-
nerisms, he also became a 
skilled bridge player and 
was a frequent visitor to the 

prestigious Gujarat Club. 
Patel expanded his prac-
tice considerably and accu-
mulated great wealth that 
enabled him to provide his 
children with a first class 
modern education at the 
reputed St.Mary’s School 
in Mumbai. Patel’s fellow 
lawyer friend and neigh-
bour Ganesh Vasudev Mav-
lankar, who rose to become 
the first Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha,wrote about Patel’s 
memorable years at the Bar 
in glowing terms noting that 
Patel “would never allow a 
judge to overstep in the least 
the limits of courtesy,nor 
would he allow or tolerate 
any improper leaning on 
the part of the court in fa-
vour of the police…he would 
spare neither the judge 
nor the police,and called 
a spade a spade.” To but-
tress his point,Mavlankar 
gave an illustration.A Ses-
sions Judge was trying two 
brothers accused of mur-
der who belonged to Patel’s 
own crime prone Kheda 
district.When Patel applied 
for bail for the accused,the 
police stoutly opposed the 
plea contending that it was 
a “Kheda case and the ac-
cused should be taken to  be 
dangerous persons.” The 
judge agreed and refused 
bail, whereupon Patel re-
monstrated with the judge 
– “No accused from Kheda 
gets a fair trial in this court….
The district is considered to 
be criminal, so the accused, 
must be convicted–that ap-
pears to be the reasoning.” 
When the judge retired to 
his chamber, realisation 
struck him as hindsight 
and he promptly passed an 
order granting bail to the 
accused.The trial also re-
sulted in the acquittal of the 
accused.During his golden 
harvest period 1913-1917, 
Patel earned a phenomenal 
average monthly income of 
Rs.40,000!

In 1915, Patel fortuitously 
came into contact with 
Gandhi at the Gujarat Po-

litical Conference in Godhra  
and became the Secretary 
of the Gujarat Sabha, the 
Gujarati arm of the Indian 
National Congress, with 
Gandhi’s tacit blessings. 
Patel now fought with all 
the legal acumen at his com-
mand against the draconian 
“veth” or “unpaid service”, 
that sanctioned the forced 
servitude of Indians to Eu-
ropeans, and spearheaded 
relief operations in the 
wake of a violent outbreak 
of plague in famine struck 
Kheda. The Kheda peas-
ants made a fervent plea to 
the British authorities for 
an exemption from taxation 
on purely compassionate 
grounds, but such plea was 
rudely brushed aside by 
the powers that be. Gandhi 
mulled waging a people’s 
movement there, but could 
not lead such movement as 
he was deeply embroiled in 
his own struggle in Cham-
paran, Bihar. When Gandhi 
called upon a Gujarati social 
activist to lead the move-
ment, Patel volunteered 
without even batting an 
eyelid throwing his lucra-
tive legal career and ma-
terial interests literally to 
the wind. Patel thereafter 
threw all his weight behind 
Gandhi’s Non-co-operation 
movement and extensively 
toured the entire length and 
breadth of Gujarat manag-
ing to recruit more than 
300,000 volunteers and 
raise over Rs.1.5 million. In 
consonance with his spirit 
of intense nationalism, Patel 
encouraged public bonfires 
of British goods and pro-
vided a worthy example to 
his fellow countrymen by 
publicly setting to flames 
his own English clothes. As 
an act of self-transforma-
tion, he switched over com-
pletely to wearing “khadi” 
following in the footsteps 
of Gandhi. In the following 
years, Patel worked val-
iantly in Gujarat against the 
deeply rooted evils of alco-
holism, untouchability and 

casteism, as well as for the 
empowerment of women. 
Upon the abject failure of 
the Round Table Confer-
ence in London, Gandhi and 
Patel were arrested in Janu-
ary,1932 when the struggle 
re-opened, and imprisoned 
in the Yeravda Central Jail. 
During their period of in-
carceration, Patel and Gan-
dhi grew extremely close to 
each other, and developed 
an indestructible bond of 
affection, respect, trust and 
frankness akin to the spe-
cial relationship that existed 
between the legendary Indi-
an saint and mystic Ramak-
rishna Parmahansa Dev 
and his chief disciple Swami 
Vivekananda. And words 
would simply fall short if 
one were to write about the 
Herculean contribution of 
Patel to our freedom strug-
gle and the unification and 
consolidation of our infant 
nation. In his last Indepen-
dence Day message, Patel 
confessed with a sense of 
immense fulfilment and 
utmost humility, “Looking 
back at the broad sweep 
of events since we became 
free, my predominant feel-
ing is one of thankfulness 
and relief.” 

On 15th December,1950 
at 9.37 a.m., Patel breathed 
his last after a massive car-
diac arrest within the pa-
latial confines of the Birla 
House in Mumbai. Within 
barely an hour of Patel’s 
death, Prime Minister Pan-
dit Jawaharlal Nehru paid 
a moving tribute to him in 
the Indian Parliament, “he 
will be remembered as a 
great captain of our forces 
in the struggle for freedom 
and as one who gave us 
sound advice in times of 
trouble as well as in mo-
ments of victory, as a friend 
and colleague on whom one 
could invariably rely, as a 
tower of strength which 
revived wavering hearts.” 
Patel’s cremation was ini-
tially planned at Girgaum 
Chowpatty, Mumbai, on 

a grand scale. However, 
this was changed to the 
public cremation ground 
at Sonapur (now Marine 
Lines) when his daughter 
and servitor Maniben de-
clared that it was his wish 
to be cremated like a com-
mon man on the very spot 
where his wife and brother 
had been cremated earlier. 
His cremation in Sonapur 
was attended by a stag-
gering crowd of over one 
million mourners, includ-
ing President Dr.Rajendra 
Prasad, Nehru and the last 
Governor General of India 
Chakravarti Rajagopal-
achari. On 16th December, 
1950, in an unparalleled 
gesture, more than 1,500 
officers of India’s civil and 
police services congregated 
at Patel’s residence at 1,Au-
rangzeb Road (renamed Dr 
APJ Abdul Kalam Road) in 
Delhi to pay their last tear-
ful respects to their “Patron 
Saint” and pledged “com-
plete loyalty and unremit-
ting zeal” to the service of 
India. Significantly, when 
Patel took leave of this 
world, he left behind a pal-
try sum of Rs.300 in his 
bank, four sets of clothes, 
two pairs of slippers, one 
spectacle case containing 
a pair of eyeglasses (with 
a broken handle tied to 
the frame with the aid of 
a string!), one “charkha” 
or “spinning wheel”, one 
steel trunk, two tiffin boxes 
and an  aluminium “lota” 
or “tumbler”. Those were 
his only worldly posses-
sions! In a moment of deep 
reflection, Patel’s daughter 
Maniben once so very aptly 
observed, “It is not for me to 
interpret and assess the role 
of my father in the shaping 
of modern India. Like my 
father, I leave it’s judgment 
to my countrymen and the 
historians of the future. I 
must however confess that 
like millions of my coun-
trymen I feel and feel it so 
acutely that if the realism 
and the ideo-practical ap-
proach of Sardar would 
have prevailed on all things 
concerning the vital inter-
ests of India, the picture 
of India would have been 
greatly different from what 
it is today.” The “Great Cap-
tain” with a “mind of steel 
and vision” is no more in 
our midst, but like those 
long extinguished stars 
whose fires still give us 
light, his fragrant memory 
will remain long and solid 
in our hearts, minds and 
souls and in the annals of 
the turbulent times we live 
in and will continue to in-
spire generations of Indians 
to come.

SARDAR PATEL – THE GREAT CAPTAIN 
WITH A MIND OF STEEL AND VISION
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TOP OF THE DAY

14, INCLUDING 3 
CHILDREN, SHOT 
ON HALLOWEEN 
NIGHT IN CHICAGO
ILLINOIS: At least 14 
people, including three 
children, were shot when 
two people opened fire 
at people holding vigil 
on Halloween night in a 
busy Chicago corner in 
the US state of Illinois, 
media reports said. It 
was an incident of drive-
by shooting when two 
people travelling in a 
dark SUV opened fire on 
the corner of California 
Avenue and Polk Street 
around 9:30 p.m, report-
ed CNN quoting police 
who added the vehicle 
after the shooting was 
driven away. The people 
had gathered there for a 
vigil, and investigators 
are now trying to find the 
shooters, police added. 
In addition to the 14 
people, another woman 
suffered injuries when a 
vehicle struck her as she 
tried to flee from the site, 
reported CNN quoting 
the police.

4.6 MAGNITUDE 
QUAKE STRIKES 
XIZANG REGION IN 
SOUTHERN TIBET
BEIJING: An earthquake 
with a magnitude of 4.6 
jolted the Xizang region 
in southern Tibet on 
Tuesday, according to 
National Center for Seis-
mology (NCS). According 
to NCS, the earthquake 
occurred at 19:18:27 
IST on Tuesday. The 
epicentre, with a depth of 
120km was determined 
to be at 32.83 degrees 
north latitude and 86.67 
degrees east longitude. 

“Earthquake of Magni-
tude:4.6, Occurred on 
01-11-2022, Lat: 32.83 & 
Long: 86.67, Depth: 120 
Km, Region: Xizang,” the 
NCS tweeted.

MONKEYPOX  
OUTBREAK STILL 
A GLOBAL HEALTH 
EMERGENCY: WHO
GENEVA: Monkeypox 
continues to meet the 
International Health 
Regulations (IHR) 
criteria for a Public 
Health Emergency of 
International Concern 
(PHEIC), said the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) on Tuesday. “The 
Emergency Committee 
acknowledged that some 
progress has been made 
in the global response 
to the multi-country 
outbreak of monkeypox 
since the last meeting, 
including the emerg-
ing information on the 
effectiveness of behav-
ioural interventions and 
vaccines,” the WHO said 
in a statement. 

BLAST IN KABUL 
HITS BUS  
CARRYING  
GOVT OFFICIALS,  
INJURES EIGHT
KABUL: Eight people 
were injured in a blast 
that capital city Kabul 
on Wednesday, reports 
said. Kabul security 
department’s spokes-
person said eight people 
were hurt that targeted 
a vehicle carrying staff 
of Ministry of Rural 
Rehabilitation and 
Development, TOLO 
news reported. The blast 
targeted a minibus of 
Taliban employees in 
front of a government 
building.
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South Korea’s military 
on Wednesday said that 
North Korean missiles 

have, for the first time, landed 
close to South Korean waters. 
South Korea’s military said on 
Wednesday that it had fired 
three air-to-ground mis-
siles in the wake of missiles 
launched by North Korea.

The missiles were fired into 
waters “near the Northern 
Limit Line at a distance cor-
responding to the area where 
the North Korean missile 
struck,” South Korea’s mili-
tary said in a statement, add-
ing the exercise showed that 
Seoul would respond “sternly 
to any provocations.” South 
Korea’s military said that its 
fighter jets fired three pre-
cision-guided missiles near 
its eastern border. Earlier, 
South Korea’s military said 
that North Korean missiles 
had, for the first time, landed 
close to South Korean waters. 
It denounced the launches 
as being the first into an area 
close to the South’s territorial 

waters since the division of 
the peninsula more than 
seven decades ago, South 
Korea’s military called it an 
“intolerable” act, according 
to Yonhap News Agency. 
“The North Korean missile 
launch is very unusual and 
unacceptable as it fell close 

to South Korean territorial 
waters, south of the maritime 
border,” said Kang Shin-chul, 
Director of Operations for the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

North Korea fired at least 
10 missiles of various types, 
Seoul’s military said, shortly 
after confirming that a ballis-

tic missile had landed close to 
South Korean waters for the 
first time. Earlier in the day, 
the North launched at least 
three short-range ballistic 
missiles (SRBMs) into the 
East Sea, one of which flew 
across its de facto maritime 
border with South Korea, 
according to the South’s mili-
tary, reported Yonhap News 
Agency. The launches came 
just hours after Pyongyang 
demanded that the United 
States and South Korea stop 
large-scale military exercises, 
saying such “military rash-
ness and provocation” could 
no longer be tolerated.

The launches in South Ko-
rean waters forced Seoul to 
issue an air raid alert after 
North Korea fired short-
range missiles that landed 
near South Korean waters 
for the first time. The Yon-
hap News Agency quoted a 
South Korean official as say-
ing that employees took shel-
ter in a basement when the 
air raid warning for Ulleung 
was broadcast on national 
television. President Yoon 
Suk-yeol convened a meet-

ing of the National Security 
Council, and condemned the 
“unprecedented” launches, 
which took place amid a pe-
riod of national mourning 
for the 156 people killed in 
the Itaewon crowd crush at 
the weekend.Sending a mis-
sile south of the NLL was 
“tantamount to territorial 
intrusion,” he was quoted 
as saying in a statement fol-
lowing the NSC meeting. 
The missile launch by North 
Korea is followed by Pyong-
yang’s warning over ongoing 
military exercises between 
South Korea and the United 
States, which it views as an 
invasion rehearsal, reported 
Al Jazeera. The White House 
says such drills are part of the 
US’s routine training sched-
ule with South Korea. 

“We reject the notion that 
they serve as any sort of prov-
ocation. “We have made clear 
that we have no hostile intent 
towards the DPRK and call 
on them to engage in serious 
and sustained diplomacy,” 
White House National Se-
curity Council Spokesperson 
Adrienne Watson said.

TENSIONS RISE

IN A FIRST, NORTH KOREAN MISSILE 
LANDS NEAR SOUTH KOREAN WATERS

North Korea launched at least three short-range ballistic 
missiles into the East Sea, one of which flew across its de 
facto maritime border with South Korea.

The US launched a dem-
ining training project in 
Ukraine by awarding USD 
47.6 million to Tetra Tech, 
Inc. of California, amid the 
Russia- Ukraine war.

“On September 30, the 
Department awarded 
$47.6 million to Tetra 
Tech, Inc. of Pasadena, 
California to provide ur-
gent humanitarian demin-
ing assistance to Ukraine 
in the face of Russia’s bru-
tal war of aggression,” as 
per the statement released 
by the US Department of 
State. According to the 
statement, Tetra Tech will 
strengthen the Ukrainian 
government’s capacity to 
locate and remove land-
mines, unexploded and 
abandoned ordnance, 
improvised explosive de-
vices, and other explosive 
hazards from civilian ar-
eas.

The project also sup-
ports deploying additional 
clearance teams and ex-
plosive ordnance risk edu-
cation teams through the 
local non-governmental 
organization Ukrainian 
Deminers Association.

The statement  fur-
ther added that Russia’s 
unlawful war against 
Ukraine has littered mas-
sive swaths of the coun-
try with landmines, un-
exploded ordnance, and 
improvised explosive de-
vices.

“The explosive hazards 
block access to farmland, 
impede reconstruction ef-
forts, prevent displaced 
people from returning to 
their homes, and continue 
to kill and maim innocent 
Ukrainian civilians. “The 

Government of Ukraine 
estimates that 160,000 
square kilometres of its 
land may be contaminated 
- this is roughly the size of 
Virginia, Maryland, and 
Connecticut combined,” 
the statement reads.

Since 1993, the United 
States has invested over 
USD 4.7 billion for the safe 
clearance of landmines 
and explosive weapons 
used in wars, as well as 
the secure and safe dis-
posal of excess small 
arms and light weapons 
and munitions in more 
than 100 countries and 
territories. According to 
the statement, the United 
States is the world’s larg-
est financial supporter 
of conventional weapons 
destruction. In Septem-
ber, the State Department 
said that America would 
provide $600 million in 
additional military assis-
tance to Ukraine. US State 
Secretary Antony Blinken 
said, “I am authorising our 
twenty-first drawdown of 
U.S. arms and equipment 
for Ukraine since Sep-
tember 2021. “This USD 
600 million drawdown 
includes additional arms, 
munitions, and equipment 
from U.S. Department of 
Defense inventories.” 

“ This drawdown will 
bring the total U.S. mili-
tary assistance for Ukraine 
to approximately USD 15.8 
billion since the beginning 
of this administration.”He 
noted that together with 
allies and partners, the US 
is delivering the arms and 
equipment that Ukraine’s 
forces are utilising effec-
tively as they continue 
their successful counter-
offensive against Russia’s 
invasion.

AMID RUSSIAN ATTACKS

US launches demining 
training project in 
Ukraine worth $47.6m
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At least five police officials 
were killed in gang wars 
that rocked the Ecuadorian 
coastal provinces of Guayas 
and Esmeraldas prompting 
President Guillermo Lasso 
to declare a state of emer-
gency in two provinces, El 
Telegrafo, Spanish-language 
daily newspaper in Ecuador, 
reported.After the attack, 
Lasso announced the State 
of Exception in Guayas and 
Esmeraldas, on Tuesday. 
During the press conference, 
the President described these 
acts as “sabotage and terror-
ism.” He assured that “they 
are a declaration of war 
against the Government and 
you, the citizens,” according 
to El Telegrafo.President 
Lasso indicated that before 
his government “drug crime 
lived in a paradise, today it 
feels uncomfortable,” but 
he warned that “we are not 
afraid of them. In addition 

to the declaration of a State 
of Exception, the president 
also announced that he, in 
person, will lead the Unified 
Command Post that will be 
installed in Guayaquil. He 
also confirmed that the cur-
few will start at 9:00 pm, 
reported El Telegrafo.Mean-
while, the National Police of 
Ecuador confirmed the death 
of Police agents Hugo Davila, 
Jimmy Sarango and Marlon 
Iza in Duran and Guayaquil. 
After their announcement, 
the death toll touched 5 po-
lice officials. “The murder of 
our companion’s #SgosHugo-
Davila, #CbosJimmySarango 
and #CbosMarlonIza, who 
were victims of criminal at-
tacks, in #Duran and #GYE. 
Peace at the grave of our po-
lice heroes and strength to 
their families,” the National 
Police of Ecuador tweeted.A 
police official confirmed 
that officials Rommel Chu-
nata and Felix Contreras 
were murdered during the 
early hours onTuesday,

GANG WARS 

Five police officials 
killed in Ecuador, state 
of emergency declared
TDG NETWORK
QUITO For the next general elections 

in Bangladesh, the Pro-Pak-
istan radical Islamist party, 
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami 
(BD JeI), is trying to enter 
the electoral process under 
the new banner, Bangladesh 
Live News reported.

All the political parties in 
Bangladesh are strategizing 
their policies to participate 
in the 12th national elec-
tions that are scheduled 
to take place at the end of 
2023. Bangladesh Jamaat-e-
Islami (BD JeI) is infamous 
for opposing the indepen-
dence of Bangladesh and 
supporting the Pakistan 
Army in the Liberation War 
of 1971, reported Bangla-
desh Live News.

Even in 2013, Bangladesh 
High Court declared the 
registration of Jamaat-e-
Islami illegal and the Elec-
tion Commission cancelled 
its registration in 2018 as 
its charter was not consis-
tent with the Constitution 

and the spirit of the Libera-
tion War. However, with the 
new change in JeI, the party 
can get the registration, 
Election Commissioner of 
Bangladesh Md Alamgir 
said.

Earlier, Alamgir said that 
Bangladesh Jamaat-e Islami 
could get registration under 
a different name if they ful-
fil all the conditions. JeI is 
trying to get registered un-
der the banner of the Ban-
gladesh Development Party 
(BDP) which has applied for 
registration with the Elec-
tion Commission (EC), as 
per Bangladesh Live News 
report.

“If now any new political 
party applies for registra-
tion and their charter is 
consistent with our Consti-
tution and the spirit of the 
Liberation War, there is no 
war criminal among them 
and fulfils all other condi-
tions, you can’t brand some-
one as a Jamaat man,” Elec-
tion Commissioner said.

He, however, said there 
is no scope for any party to 

get registered as Jamaat-e-
Islami now, United News of 
Bangladesh reported.

The deadline for new po-
litical parties to apply for 
registration will expire on 
October 30, according to 
United News of Bangladesh.

Bangladesh Development 
Party (BDP) comprises poli-
ticians who were once in 
leadership positions of the 
banned Jamaat-e-Islami. 
Md Kazi Nizamul Haque, 
the party’s general secre-
tary, is currently a leader of 
Jamaat’s Dhaka South unit, 
reported Bangladesh Live 
News. This is not the first 
time that the JeI has tried 
to re-enter the political pro-
cess by means of a name 
change. In 2020, the BD JeI 
launched a new, separate 
party named Amar Bangla-
desh Party (ABP).

Meanwhile, BNP lead-
ers have already rejected 
the Election Commission’s 
plea to join the parliamen-
tary polls in 2023 and have 
called for the ouster of the 
Hasina government.

IN BANGLADESH

PRO-PAK ISLAMIST PARTY’S BID TO ENTER 
POLL PROCESS UNDER NEW BANNER
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DURING SHARIF’S VISIT

Pakistan, China agree to expand 
cooperation on CPEC projects

Pakistan and China agreed 
on further expanding coop-
eration on the China-Pak-
istan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) on Wednesday.

The decision came dur-
ing the Pakistan’s Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s 2 
day visit to China where he 
had a meeting with China’s 
President Xi Jinping. Both 
leaders discussed broad-
based cooperation in econo-
my and investment, as well 
as, exchanged views on re-
gional and global develop-
ments and held discussions 
to further strengthen stra-
tegic partnership, reported 
Geo News. Shehbaz is on 
official visit to China with 
a high-level delegation at 
the invitation of Premier Li 
Keqiang. The meeting was 

primarily aimed at revital-
ising the CPEC project.

The meeting took place 
at China’s Great Hall of the 
People during which the 
two leaders discussed the 
broad-based cooperation in 
economy and investment, 
reported Geo News.

“Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Shahbaz Sharif 
met Chinese President Xi 
Jinping. Both leaders dis-

cussed mutual cooperation 
in all areas of bilateral re-
lations, especially #CPEC 
projects and agreed to 
further strengthen strate-
gic partnership,” tweeted 
Pakistan’s Prime Minister’s 
Office.

Before departing for Bei-
jing on 1 November, the pre-
mier said that he was “hon-
oured to be among the first 
few leaders to have been 

invited after the historic 
20th National Congress of 
the CPC”. He said that the 
second phase of CPEC is 
expected to usher in a new 
era of socioeconomic devel-
opment that will improve 
the standard of living for 
our people, reported Geo 
News. A day before the 
visit, China warmly wel-
comed the PM’s visit and 
said it looked forward to 
further advancing high-
level strategic cooperation 
between the two countries 
and bringing more fruitful 
outcomes from Sino-Pak 
friendship to the benefit of 
the two people.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
Spokesperson, Zhao Lijian, 
said that no matter how the 
international or domestic 
situations had evolved, the 
China-Pakistan friendship 
has been carried on from 

generation to generation, 
reported Geo News. “Our 
two countries have always 
supported each other on 
issues concerning respec-
tive major interests and 
have stood together and 
helped each other in the 
face of major natural di-
sasters,” he added. CPEC 
is a 3,000-km-long route 
of infrastructure projects 
connecting China’s north-
west Xinjiang Uygur Au-
tonomous Region and the 
Gwadar Port in the western 
province of Balochistan in 
Pakistan. It is a bilateral 
project between Pakistan 
and China, intended to pro-
mote connectivity across 
Pakistan with a network 
of highways, railways, and 
pipelines accompanied 
by energy, industrial, and 
other infrastructure devel-
opment projects.
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Shehbaz Sharif and Xi Jinping.

SATELLITE LINKS

CHINA MAY USE 
CYBERATTACKS, 
NOT MILITARY, U.S. 
WARNS TAIWAN

US senior director of the foundation for the De-
fence of Democracies Centre on Cyber and Tech-
nology Innovation, Mark Montgomery, warned 
Taiwan and said that China would use cyber-
attacks rather than its military against Taipei, 
Taipei Times reported citing Voice of America’s 
Chinese-language Web site.

On Saturday, Voice of America’s Chinese lan-
guage updated its website and quoted Montgom-
ery as saying that Beijing might try to use cyber 
tools to destroy Taiwan’s satellite communica-
tions, according to Taipei Times. He further said 
that the US assistance would involve researching 
critical infrastructure, finding vulnerabilities, 
and devising ways to protect against them.

Montgomery was one of the authors of a report 
titled The Attack on America’s Future: Cyber-
Enabled Economic Warfare, which was pub-
lished on Friday by the US Help Needed foun-
dation. According to Taipei Times, the report 
said that the US must work with allies to defend 
against cyberattacks by aggressive nations.

“Cyberattacks on critical infrastructure could 
disrupt a US military mobilization in defence of 
Taiwan or interfere with other military opera-
tions by China’s adversaries,” the report said, cit-
ing information from James Mulvenon’s book 
The People’s Liberation Army in the Information 
Age.

China aims to control the global information 
and communications infrastructure, the report 
added. “Altogether, China has implemented a co-
herent long-term strategy to control key nodes in 
the global economy and communications infra-
structure—all at the expense of the United States 
and its allies,” the report said.

Meanwhile, on Sunday, US Undersecretary 
of Homeland Security for Strategy, Policy, and 
Plans, Robert Silvers said that global infrastruc-
ture may witness risks of using the Chinese tele-
communications equipment.

TDG NETWORK
TAIPEI



worldthe daily guardian review
thursday |  03 november 2022

new delhi 11

Religious showdown political tussle

Ahead of the upcoming G20 
conference in Bali, the group 
of Religion Forum (R20) 
opened up to religious lead-
ers of all faiths here in Bali, 
Indonesia.

In an effort to ensure that 
religions work together in 
solving world problems for 
a peaceful and cooperative 
world, leaders of all faiths 
attended the event to join 
global efforts to solve global 
humanitarian problems, in-
cluding poverty, COVID-19 
and the ongoing Russian-
Ukraine war. Yahya Cho-
lil Staquf, chairman of the 
Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), 
Indonesia’s largest Islamic 
organization, who initi-
ated the R20 forum together 
with Saudi Arabia-based 
Rabithah Alam Islami (the 
Muslim World League), 
welcomed the guests from 
all over the world and called 
R20 an initiative with the 
sincere intention of infus-
ing geopolitical and eco-
nomic power structures 
with moral and spiritual 
values so that humanity can 
pursue effective solutions to 

its many crises. Calling In-
donesia a ‘diverse’ country, 
Indonesian President Joko 
Widodo in a video message 
at the R20 summit said 
that ‘mutual cooperation’ 
is the pride of Indonesia 
and we must work together 
to solve world problems. 
“Indonesia is a diverse coun-
try in terms of ethnicity and 
religion, with over 275 mil-
lion people, 714 tribes, and 
more than 1,100 languages 
that embrace 6 different re-
ligions. Even though Indo-
nesia is extremely diverse, it 
is united by the ideology of 
Pancasila and the national 
motto “Unity in Diversity.” 
Religious leaders struggled 
to secure Indonesia’s inde-
pendence and continue to 
ensure the nation’s success. 

Mutual cooperation is the 
pride of Indonesia. Your 
presence makes us very 
proud. Indonesia wants to 
learn from you. We are also 
ready to share our knowl-
edge and experience. “We 
must work together solve 
world problems for a peace-
ful and cooperative world to 
pass goodness to future gen-
erations,”, he said.

R20 is part of a series of 
G20 events initiated under 
Indonesia’s G20 Presiden-
cy. It is being held from 2-3 
November this year for the 
‘first time ever’ in Bali, In-
donesia to mobilize global 
leaders to help ensure that 
religion functions as a gen-
uine and dynamic source of 
solutions, rather than prob-
lems, in the 21st century.

 Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) Vice Pres-
ident Maryam Nawaz on 
Tuesday said that the main 
aim of Imran Khan’s long 
march is to stop the gov-
ernment from appointing 
the next army chief.

She said that Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief 
Imran Khan is “no longer 
a stakeholder in Pakistani 
politics” and added that 
he will fail in his designs 
of division and hate, re-
ported Geo News. Maryam 
further stated that it takes 
a criminal-minded person 
to spend public money so 
lavishly on jalsas without 
having an iota of remorse. 
Addressing a press confer-
ence for the first time after 
reaching London around a 
month ago, Maryam Nawaz 
said she was speaking to 
“expose” the “actual agen-
da” of PTI’s “part-time” 
long march towards Islam-
abad and said that it had 
not been arranged for the 
sake of the nation but that 
its purpose is to stop the in-
cumbent government from 
appointing the next army 

chief, reported Geo News.
The PML-N vice presi-

dent said that “Khan should 
know that the appointment 
of the army chief is rightful-
ly, constitutionally, and le-
gally the right of Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif. And 
God willing, the process 
will be carried out amica-
bly in a good environment” 
and Imran Khan is not a 
stakeholder in the process. 
PM Shehbaz Sharif has 
said that Khan contacted 
the government last month 
to discuss two matters, one 
of which was the appoint-
ment of the army chief. 
However, the premier re-
fused to discuss it with him. 
The extended term of Army 
Chief General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa will end on Novem-
ber 29. The coalition gov-
ernment has time and again 
stressed that his successor 
will be appointed in due 
course and in accordance 
with the Constitution. The 
PML-N leader said the 
“part-time” long march 
ends within two hours af-
ter it starts, and it is stuck 
in Lahore despite the pas-
sage of five days. “And now, 
we are hearing reports that 

it will take eight to ten more 
days to reach Islamabad.” 
PTI’s march towards Is-
lamabad kicked off from 
Lahore’s Liberty Chowk on 
October 29, 2022. This is 
the PTI chair’s second long 
march this year.

Imran Khan, along with 
his supporters, is expected 
to stage a sit-in in Islamabad 
against the Shehbaz-led co-
alition government after the 
march ends. The PTI chief 
is expected to arrive in Is-
lamabad on 11 November. 
Maryam said at this pace, 
when Khan leaves for the 
march after breakfast and 
leaves for Lahore for tea 
in the evening, his caravan 
would not reach Islam-
abad even after a month. 
She added that had the 
march been arranged by 
someone who had not 
been in power before, it 
would have made sense, 
but someone who ruled the 
country for four years need 
not hold such marches. 
“Look at any area, be it 
economy, foreign relations, 
foreign policy, or gover-
nance; Imran Khan de-
stroyed all of them during 
his tenure.”

Religious leadeRs call foR global 
peace at fiRst-eveR R20 summit

pak leadeR says ‘long maRch’ aimed at 
stopping new aRmy chief’s appointment

secuRing human Rights

Human Rights Focus Paki-
stan (HRFP) in collaboration 
with Taiwan Foundation for 
Democracy (TFD) is raising 
the advancement of human 
rights, democracy and rule of 
law with the support of human 
rights defenders, civil society, 
and different stakeholders.

Different activities from 
April 2022 to November 2022 
went well, with the closing 
ceremony on 1st of November 
2022 under HRFP’s REAT 
Helpline Project with TFD 
initiated from January 2021. 
The recent main event has 
conducted on 15th of Septem-
ber 2022 entitled “Media Con-
ference and launching a Video 
Documentary: Promotion 
of Human Rights & Democ-
racy.”, Before it the National 
Minority Day was observed 
on 11th of August 2022. All ac-
tivities throughout have been 
supported and participated in 
by Human Right Defenders 
(HRDs) Network, representing 
multi stakeholders, including 
civil society, community lead-
ers, teachers, lawyers, women, 
social activists, political work-
ers and youth, for addressing 
the issues (individuals/groups) 

of human rights, to resolve and 
strategize, and for defending 
and practising democratic 
values and follow the rule of 
law. Naveed Walter, president 
of Human Rights Focus Paki-
stan (HRFP) said that the ad-
vancement of human rights, 
democracy, and the rule of law 
are the dire needs of today. 

Being defenders of human 
rights (HRDs), we should en-
sure the basic rights of all hu-
mans around us, protecting 
victims from abuses, stand up 
against violations, for freedom 
of speech and expression, for 
practise of religious freedom, 
for appreciation of choices, 
in equality of opportunities, 
to accesses the education, in 
healthy environment, for ac-
countability of authorities, 
and other human basic needs 
should be ensured, he added. 
Naveed Walter further said 
that HRD’s platform is essen-
tial for healthy discussions 
and actively striving for the 
issues addressed with TFD 
support. Moreover, the vio-
lations of human rights, un-
democratic norms within the 
political parties, and culture 
of “dictatorships” are destroy-
ing democracy & rule of law, 
he added.

Pak body, Taiwan group 
jointly raise issue of 
human rights, democracy
RavindeR Malik
Faisalabad

against ‘genocide’ 

 Fifty United Nations mem-
ber states issued a joint 
statement condemning the 
Chinese government’s op-
pression of Uyghurs and 
other Turkic peoples in East 
Turkistan.

The joint statement was 
issued on Monday and is 
the largest group of states 
publicly condemning Chi-
na’s ongoing atrocities in 
East Turkistan, reported 
the East Turkistan Govern-
ment in Exile (ETGE). The 
fifty countries that signed 
the joint statement are Al-
bania, Andorra, Australia, 
Austria, Belgium, Belize, 
Bulgaria, Canada, Czech Re-
public, Croatia, Denmark, 
Estonia, Eswatini, Finland, 
France, Germany, Guatema-
la, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, 
Italy, Japan, Latvia, Liberia, 
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Marshall Is-
lands, Monaco, Montene-
gro, Nauru, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, North Mace-

donia, Norway, Palau, Po-
land, Portugal, Romania, 
San Marino, Slovakia, Slo-
venia, Somalia, Spain, Swe-
den, Switzerland, Turkey, 
Ukraine, United Kingdom, 
and the United States.

The joint statement was 
presented to UN Mem-
ber States by Canada at a 
meeting of the UN General 
Assembly’s Third Com-
mittee focusing on human 
rights. The joint statement 
called on the Chinese gov-
ernment to implement 
the recommendations of 

the Office of the UN High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights’ (OHCHR) report on 
East Turkistan, reported 
ETGE. “This includes tak-
ing prompt steps to release 
all individuals arbitrarily 
deprived of their liberty in 
Xinjiang, and to urgently 
clarify the fate and where-
abouts of missing family 
members and facilitate safe 
contact and reunion,” the 
statement read.

Meanwhile, the Uyghurs 
praised the UN’s joint state-
ment on East Turkistan 

and urged for international 
action to end genocide, 
as the US and the parlia-
ments of over a dozen 
European countries have 
already described China’s 
ongoing atrocities in East 
Turkistan as genocide. 
On 31 August, 2022, the 
UN Human Rights Office 
issued a report stating that 
China’s atrocities in East 
Turkistan may amount to 
crimes against humanity. 
“We thank Canada and 
all the 50 countries that 
signed onto this joint state-
ment condemning China’s 
ongoing genocide against 
Uyghurs and other Turkic 
peoples in East Turkistan,” 
said Prime Minister Sa-
lih Hudayar of the East 
Turkistan Government in 
Exile.

 Sixty-six countries aligned 
with China, including many 
Muslim-majority countries 
that signed onto the Chi-
nese counter statement. 
It read that the signatory 
nations “oppose the politi-

cisation of human rights... 
and interference in China’s 
internal affairs under the 
pretext of human rights.” 
On October 12, 1949, the 
People’s Liberation Army 
under the People’s Republic 
of China launched a military 
invasion of East Turkistan. 
Several months later, the 
Chinese Communists over-
threw the independent East 
Turkistan Republic on De-
cember 22, 1949, leading to 
the ongoing colonization 
and occupation of East 
Turkistan by Chinese forces. 
“East Turkistan is not 
China’s so-called “inter-
nal affairs”; on the con-
trary, East Turkistan is an 
occupied country,” said 
President Ghulam Yagh-
ma of the East Turkistan 
Government in Exile. 
“We condemn the 66 coun-
tries, especially the Muslim 
countries, that support Chi-
nese imperialism and the 
ongoing genocide against 
Uyghurs and other Turkic 
peoples,” he added.

50 un membeRs condemn chinese goveRnment’s oppRession of uyghuRs
TDG NETWORK
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RepoRt claims

amid invasion

US signed the Doha Agree-
ment with Taliban in 2020 
even as Pakistan admitted to 
backing mujahedeen in the 
Afghan civil war against US 
and NATO forces and sup-
porting the Taliban-Haqqani 
campaign, reported The Na-
tional Interest.

US ignored all the red flags 
that Pakistan could not be 
trusted on counterterrorism 
issues. In February 2020, just 
days before the US-Taliban 
Doha Agreement was signed, 
a Pakistani Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI) general 
admitted that elements of 
Pakistan’s ruling pow-
ers had backed the former 
mujahideen -- Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, in the Afghan 
civil war.  Pakistan did this 
with the aspiration of gain-
ing UN recognition for the 
government of Afghanistan. 
Another revelation he made 
was that Pakistan continues 
to back the Taliban-Haqqani 

campaign to retake Afghani-
stan.

The remarks by the Paki-
stan ISI officials came when, 
in 2020 the intelligence com-
munity and military intel-
ligence leaders from South 
and Central Asia gathered at 
a US Central Command con-
ference in Tampa, Florida. 
What follows is the signing 
of the Doha Agreement. Af-
terwards, US President Joe 
Biden decided to withdraw 
US troops from Afghanistan. 
The US did not think twice 
about the security promises it 
made to Afghans. Finally, the 
US handed the country over 
to terrorists headquartered 

in Pakistan.
Chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff Admiral Mike 
Mullen had told US Con-
gress, “Pakistani duplicity 
puts in jeopardy not only the 
frayed US-Pakistani part-
nership against terrorism, 
but also the outcome of the 
decade-old war in Afghani-
stan. “Success in Afghanistan 
is threatened by the Pakistani 
government’s support for the 
Haqqani network of mili-
tants, a ‘veritable arm’ of Pak-
istan’s intelligence agency. ... 
Pakistani intelligence is using 
the Haqqanis and other ex-
tremist groups as its proxies 
inside Afghanistan.

Amid the escalating ten-
sions in Ukraine, Russia on 
Wednesday issued a state-
ment outlining the risks of 
nuclear war, saying “nuclear 
war cannot be won and must 
never be fought”.
“In implementing its policy 
on nuclear deterrence, Rus-
sia is strictly and consis-
tently guided by the tenet 
that a nuclear war cannot 
be won and must never be 
fought. Russian doctrinal 
approaches in this sphere 
are defined with utmost ac-
curacy, pursue solely defen-
sive goals and do not admit 
of expansive interpretation,” 
Kremlin said in a statement 
on preventing nuclear war. 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) has raised 
concerns about the security 
situation at the Zaporizhzhya 
Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP).

The ZNPP site has been con-
trolled by Russian forces 
since March. Until recently, 
operational decisions were 
taken by its Ukraine staff, but 
Russia has announced it has 
taken control of the facility 
and is now taking those de-
cisions. In recent months the 
site has been beset with pow-
er outages caused by shelling, 
putting nuclear safety and 
security at the plant at risk.
Russia said it is strongly con-
vinced that in the current sit-
uation, “caused by irrespon-
sible and impudent actions 
aimed at undermining our 
national security,” the most 
immediate task is to avoid 
any military clash of nuclear 
powers.Last week, shelling 
near the plant’s switchyard 
temporarily disconnected 
one of the ZNPP’s three 
back-up power lines. 

US shrugged all red flags, signed Doha 
Agreement handing Afghanistan to Pak: Report

Nuclear war cannot be 
won and must never 
be fought: Russia
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deal Revived

R ussia on Wednesday 
resumed its partici-
pation in the Black 

Sea grain deal, after securing 
guarantees from Ukraine on 
the non-use of the humani-
tarian corridor and ports des-
ignated for the export of agri-
cultural products for military 
operations.

“With the help of an inter-
national organisation and 
Turkey, the necessary writ-
ten guarantees from Ukraine 
on the non-use of the hu-
manitarian corridor and 
Ukrainian ports designated 
for the export of agricultural 
products for military op-
erations against the Russian 
Federation were obtained 
and submitted to the Joint 
Coordination Centre (JCC) 

on 1 November ,” the Rus-
sian defence ministry said in 
a statement.

“The Russian Federation 
believes that the guaran-
tees received at this time 
are adequate and resumes 

implementation of the 
agreement the Initiative 
for the Safe Transporta-
tion of Grain and Food from 
Ukrainian Ports (the Black 
Sea Initiative) which had 
been halted following the 

terrorist attack in Sevasto-
pol,” the statement added. 
Moscow said the Ukrainian 
side, in particular, was offi-
cially assured that ‘the mari-
time humanitarian corridor 
will be used only in accor-

dance with the provisions of 
the Black Sea Initiative and 
the related JCC regulation’. 
The UN-brokered Black Sea 
Grain Initiative was signed 
during a ceremony in Istan-
bul in July. Under the deal, 
ships transporting grain 
from three Ukrainian ports 
travel along an agreed corri-
dor to markets worldwide.

On Monday, UN officials 
told the Security Council 
that the landmark agree-
ment to export grain and 
related foodstuffs from 
Ukraine must be kept alive 
amid the ongoing war and 
the global cost of living cri-
sis. “Ukraine’s grain exports 
are not a food aid operation. 
They do operate as a huge 
lever on prices, with positive 
ripple effects throughout the 
world. “New security allega-

tions are a cause of grave con-
cern to the Secretary-Gener-
al, and many Member States 
are worried now that the deal 
is in trouble,” said the UN’s 
Emergency Relief Coordina-
tor, Martin Griffiths.

The UNSC debate comes 
after Russia requested the 
meeting following its deci-
sion to suspend participa-
tion in the Black Sea Grain 
Initiative “for an unspeci-
fied period of time” in re-
sponse to alleged Ukrainian 
attacks against its ships. 
India had also raised concern 
at the Security Council about 
the suspension of the UN-
brokered Black Sea Grain 
Initiative, saying that this 
move is likely to further exac-
erbate the food security, fuel, 
and fertiliser supply chal-
lenges faced by the world.

Russia says it is Resuming 
paRticipation in ukRaine gRain deal
TdG neTWORk
moscoW

Russia accused Ukraine of drone attack at the black sea port which led to cancellation of grain deal. 

China has been accused of ‘crimes against hummanity’ by Un membaers.

The agreement sought to end the 2001-2021 war in afghanistan.

R20 is part of  G20 events initiated under indonesia’s G20 presidency. 
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In Pullavoor, 
a small 

town in the 
Kozhikode 
district of 

Kerala, 
India, 

Argentina 
football 

fans put a 
giant cutout 

of Lionel 
Messi in the 

middle of 
the river.

GLOBAL FANDOM 

#INDvsBaN

NetIzeNs elateD after INDIa 
clINches 5-ruN wIN over 
BaNglaDesh 
Fifties from Virat Kohli and KL Rahul, superb bowling 
spells by bowlers helped India clinch a 5-run victory 
over Bangladesh in a rain-curtailed clash of Group 2, 
Super 12 match of the ongoing ICC T20 World Cup in 
Adelaide on Wednesday.

With three wins in their hands out of four matches, India 
are the Group 2 table topper with six points. On the other 
hand, Bangladesh are in third place with four points.

 Soon after the win, #INDVsBan, #ViratKohli and 
#T20WorldCup took over top trends. 

Cricketer Amit Mishra tweeted, “There is something 
special about green jersey that it brings the best out of us. 
An absolute thriller and an amazing captaincy by Rohit 
Sharma.”

Virendra Sehwag tweeted, “Many congratulations India 
on a wonderful win. At the rain break, it was firmly Ban-
gladesh’s game but the bowlers fought back brilliantly 
and the fielding was special.”VVS Laxman tweeted, “A 
close game that but the Indian bowlers were magnificent 
after the rain break backed by some brilliant fielding and 
a good win for team India. Congratulations.”

“One should 
interpret Asian 
scriptures 
as per the 
modern age 
focusing on 
how we can 
increase 
mutual love 
among us.”

— Swami Sri Govinda dev Giri maharaj 

BRAIN-PICKING 

of Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Trust urges everyone to live with 
universal brotherhood. 

STARSTRUCK 

KING OF ROMANCe’S SIGNATURe 
BIRThDAy CeLeBRATION 

TDG NeTwOrk
MuMBAI                                      

Shah Rukh Khan’s birthday is no less than any festival. Every 
year, several fans gather outside his home to catch a glimpse of 
King Khan of Bollywood. Fans continued their ritual this year as 
well. On the occasion of SRK’s 57th birthday on Wednesday, the 
superstar came outside his bungalow to greet his fans.

In the video, SRK was seen waving to his fans, who were 
standing below, cheering at the sight of the superstar. He was 
also accompanied by his 9-year-old son AbRam, who stood on 
the balcony waving at the crowd below.

While the ‘Kuch Kuch Hota Hai’ actor wore a simple black t-
shirt with a pair of blue jeans, AbRam sported a white t-shirt and 
shorts. ‘King of Romance’ also did his signature pose by spread-
ing his arms. He also took a selfie with his fans from the balcony.

Starstruck fans from various cities queued up since early 
morning to wish the star in their own special ways. Many even 
carried sweets, t-shirts, huge posters of SRK along with them. 
SRK’s charismatic personality radiates in the massive fan fol-
lowing. The superstar has given the audience memorable films 
like ‘Baazigar’, ‘Kabhi Haan Kabhi Na’, ‘Dilwale Dulhania Le 
Jayenge’, ‘Kuch Kuch Hota Hai’, ‘Kal Ho Naa Ho’, ‘Veer Zara’, 
and many more. Shah Rukh Khan will be next seen in direc-
tor Siddharth Anand’s upcoming action thriller film ‘Pathaan’ 
alongside Deepika Padukone and John Abraham. The film is all 
set to hit the theatres on January 25, 2023, in Hindi, Tamil and 
Telugu. Apart from that, he also has Rajkumar Hirani’s upcom-
ing film ‘Dunki’ alongside Taapsee Pannu and south director 
Atlee’s upcoming action thriller film ‘Jawan’ opposite south actor 
Nayanthara, which is all set to hit the theatres on June 2, 2023, 
in his kitty. 

Shah rukh khan

SimrAN SiNGh 
VIeNNA                              

LUXURy 

A German heiress re-
siding in Austria is 
inheriting a fortune 

worth billions from her in-
credibly affluent grandpar-
ents, and she is sad about it!

According to the New York 
Post, the German heiress 
has expressed her “annoy-
ance” over the incoming in-
heritance. She wants all of it 
taxed away.

Marlene Engelhorn of Aus-
tria gave the startling remark 
following the passing of her 
grandmother last month, 
who left behind a sizable 
quantity of money from the 
long-established chemical 
firm business owned by the 
family.

The 30-year-old heiress 
told the New York Times, 
“The dream scenario is that 
I get taxed.” According to her, 
inheritance money should be 

taxed rather than given to a 
cause that only interests one 
individual. According to New 
York Post, Engelhorn is a co-

founder of ‘Tax Me Now,’ an 
organisation of affluent indi-
viduals who want wealth to 
be redistributed in Germany 

and Austria through higher 
taxes on the rich.

The heiress supports high 
taxes on inherited wealth, 
mainly because, in her opin-
ion, the money wasn’t earned 
by the inheritor; it ought to be 
distributed equitably.

As per the New York Post, 
Austria, where Englehorn 
resides, abolished its inheri-
tance tax in 2008.

The New York Post has 
quoted a Forbes report ac-
cording to which, her fam-
ily’s multibillion-dollar 
business comes from the 
chemical company BASF, 
which was established in 
1865. The family’s net worth 
is estimated to be USD 4.2 
billion.

The New York Post further 
quoted a Times report ac-
cording to which, the heiress 
was raised in a mansion in 
Vienna and went to French-
language schools.

The RICh KID whO wANTS 
heR USD 4.2 BILLION wORTh 
INheRITANCe TAXeD AwAy

marlene engelhorn

Furniture on rent: A go to option 
for millennials and GenZ?

After investing in a house 
and a car, the next best thing 
that requires a good chunk 
of money is the furniture for 
your home.

There was a time, espe-
cially in the era of Gen X, 
when people attached the 
act of buying pricey pos-
sessions with a feeling of 
utmost pride. Renting was 
looked down upon, perhaps 
as a dent in a person’s social 
status.

But today, as millenni-
als and Gen Z take over the 
world, their ways of living 
are also evolving. Most of 
the younger generation is 
always on the move, looking 
for ways to save their pre-
cious money and keeping 
up with the newer trends as 
they come and go. No won-
der then that renting has be-
come a new-age norm.

Why wouldn’t it be? Get-
ting furniture on rent is eas-
ily the most cost-intensive 
decision one can make in 
this day and age! Why is 
renting furniture a better 
financial decision?

Here are the top three 
reasons that make renting 
furniture a lot better than 
buying new pieces:

IDeal for people 

oN the move

Why must you rent furni-
ture? It’s the kind of ques-
tion that most people from 
the older generation ask the 
younger kids. The answer to 
that is fairly simple.

Most of us are always on 
the lookout for better op-
portunities in our careers. 
Sometimes, these fortunate 
circumstances appear in a 
place far away from where 
you are situated. Gen Z 
hardly ever hesitates to up 
and move from one city to 
another.

In a scenario like this, buy-
ing furniture like beds, din-
ing tables, sofa sets, etc., can 
be a hefty investment. These 
things may cost you a cou-
ple of lakhs if you purchase 
high-quality products. Plus, 
when you need to move 
around, the cost of reloca-
tion and the excess care you 
need to take of the furniture 
pieces to protect them from 
abrasion and scratches is too 
much.

This is precisely why get-
ting furniture on rent is a 
much more feasible option.

You can rent individual 
furniture pieces depending 
on what you require or se-
lect a package for a particu-
lar room. The millennials 
especially love the bedroom 
packages since they include 
a bed with a mattress, a 
wardrobe, a bedside table, 
a chest of drawers, etc. It 
will cost around Rs. 500 to 
Rs. 1800, depending on the 
kind of package you choose 
and the furniture pieces it 
includes.

Additionally, when it’s 
time to move homes, the 
furniture rental services will 
likely offer you free deliv-
ery, relocation, set-up, and 
maintenance.

helps keep up wIth 
chaNgINg treNDs
If you are someone who 
likes to spruce up the style 
of your home every once in a 
while, then buying furniture 
is not for you. These kinds 
of investments will last for 
years on end, and you can-
not just toss them aside ev-
ery time a new trend hits the 
market. After all, renovating 

your house and choosing 
contemporary furniture to 
make a fashionable state-
ment is not a viable option.

Rental furniture comes 
in handy because you can 
keep getting new upgrades 
as they arrive. This will 
help you keep up with your 
eclectic taste at a minimal 
cost. Most furniture rental 
services allow you to get a 
no-cost upgrade whenever 
your current rental cycle 
closes. So, you can get some-
thing new if you get bored 
with the existing furniture 
pieces.

Could you imagine doing 
that if you owned these fur-
niture pieces?

lIttle profIt sell-
INg furNIture
Among all the assets, furni-
ture bears a significant de-
preciation over the ordinary 
course of life.

For example, you buy a 
brand new Sheesham wood 
bed with a soft foam mattress. 
It’s likely to cost Rs. 40,000–
Rs. 50,000. When it’s time to 
sell it, either because you are 
shifting or because you want 
a modern furniture item, you 
will note that your owned 
pieces have borne the brunt 
of devastating depreciation. 
It might only be worth Rs. 
15,000 now. 

TDG NeTwOrk
NeW DeLhI  

OMG! 

PRONOUNCING ADeLe’S 
NAMe wRONG? 

Singer Adele’s name is not pronounced as it’s written. The 
Grammy-winning hitmaker set the record straight on the 
true pronunciation of her moniker during a recent Q&A in 
celebration of her “I Drink Wine” music video, E! Online re-
ported. While answering questions, the 34-year-old praised 
one particular fan for properly sounding out her name.

“Love that,” Adele raved. “She said my name perfectly!”
Turns out, it’s not ah-dell, it’s uh-dale. Adele said her own 

name for emphasis before answering more questions to 
celebrate the release of her “I Drink Wine” music video. 
Born Adele Laurie Blue Adkins in London, the songstress 
achieved worldwide recognition after releasing her debut 
album, “19,” in 2008.

Adele does not like to use her surname. “I could have never 
used my surname,” she previously told YouTuber Nikki-
eTutorials of how she landed on her mononymous stage 
name. “Adele Adkins does not have the same ring as Adele.”

Adele

TDG NeTwOrk
WAShINGTON 

FIve MOST UNUSUAL AIRLINeS IN 
The wORLD
For frequent passengers, flying turns into a tedious 
experience. Traveling becomes challenging due to the 
small, unpleasant seating arrangements and, most 
often, the strange food. even with all the onboard 
amenities and entertainment choices, the ride is still 
primarily uninteresting and rough. This is the reason 
why certain aircraft altered the situation. If they haven’t 
explicitly addressed these issues, at least add a little 
humour to make things bearable and entertaining. 
here are five of the world’s most unusual airlines.

vIeTJeT AIR: CABIN CRew IN BIKINI
The CeO of VietJet Aviation, Nguyen Thi Phu-
ong Thao became a billionaire due to her 
strange idea. The flight attendants on this 

plane are in bikinis. Despite being controversial, this 
plan worked brilliantly.

LA COMPAGNIe: MASSAGe BeDS AND MICheLIN STAR FOOD
This French airline is based in Paris and fer-
ries travellers only between Paris and New 
York. The facilities that it offers are amazing. 

It features massage chairs that recline into beds and 
serves Michelin star food. Above all, it also provides 
Samsung entertainment tablets for each passenger. 
The best thing about the airline is that it is relatively 
cheaper than the competitor business class flights.

evA AIR heLLO KITTy: heLLO KITTy TheMe
This Taiwanese airline subsidiary may appear 
straight from a cartoon series, but it is actu-
ally quite trendy. All the facilities provided on 

the airline have been hello Kitty themed. The pillows, 
the napkins, the dresses of flight attendants, and even 
the plane are painted with that well-known symbol.

AIR New ZeALAND: CUDDLe CLASSeS
People flying by Air New Zealand between 
New Zealand and Los Angeles must have 
had the opportunity of purchasing sky 

couches, which are otherwise termed as cuddle class. 
These sky couches are mainly seats that can turn into 
couches or beds and are very accommodating for 
couples and families.

eUROwINGS AIRLINeS: BLIND BOOKINGS
This low cost subsidiary of the Lufthansa 
group flies to different destinations and of-
fers ‘blind booking’ services. In this type of 

booking, you choose the type of place you are looking 
for when going on a trip, like a party city or a shopping 
city, along with the dates you wish to travel. The airline 
displays a list of such destinations that you may visit, 
and you don’t get to know where you are travelling until 
you book your ticket.

— BiPLAB DAS

Vietjet Air

NORM 



Country’s largest car-
maker, Maruti Suzu-
ki, has been bullish in 

the market about cars that 
run on CNG. The brand has 
been on a launching spree 
when it comes to CNG mod-
els, and earlier this week it 
introduced the cleaner tech-
nology in its premium retail 
network, Nexa. The recently 
launched new generation 
of the company’s popular 
hatchback Baleno as well as 
the premium MPV XL6 are 
now available with factory 
fitted CNG kits, although 
unlike their petrol counter-
parts, the number of trims 
is limited and there’s no au-
tomatic gearbox option on 
offer.

Baleno S-CnG
In the Baleno, the CNG vari-
ant is offered on its Delta and 
Zeta trims, which are priced 
at Rs. 8.28 lakh and Rs. 9.21 
lakh, ex-showroom, respec-

tively. When compared to 
their petrol counterparts, 
the CNG variants have come 
at a premium of Rs. 95,000. 
The car runs on a 1.2 litre 
Petrol engine, where the 
power drops to 77 PS when 
it is running on CNG. While 
running on petrol, you get 
almost 90 PS of peak pow-
er. The peak torque figure 
while running on Petrol, is 
113 Nm, which drops to 98.5 
when the car runs on CNG. 
The key figure though is the 
fuel efficiency, probably the 
main reason why many cus-
tomers will choose this car. 
Maruti Suzuki is claiming a 
figure of 30.61 km/kg for the 
Baleno CNG.

The Baleno has also be-
come the only premium 
CNG hatchback vehicle to 
offer a 6-airbag variant to 
customers. It also gets fea-
tures like in-built Suzuki 
Connect with 40+ connect-
ed features, a 17.78 cm Smart 
Play Pro touch-infotain-
ment system with on-board 

voice assistance, Android 
Auto and Apple CarPlay 
connectivity, a MID display 
with CNG specific screens, 
LED projector headlamps, 
and 60:40 rear split seats.

Xl6 S-CnG
The XL6 CNG has been 
launched in just the base 
Zeta variant at Rs. 12.24 
lakh, ex-showroom. Here 
too, the price difference 
when compared to the cor-

responding petrol-only 
variant is Rs. 95,000. A 
1,462-cc engine does the 
duty here, and the maxi-
mum power generated is 
100 PS. However, when the 
car runs on CNG, this drops 
to around 84 PS. The peak 
torque figure while running 
on CNG is 121.5 Nm; this 
goes up to 136 Nm when the 
MPV runs on petrol. Maruti 
is claiming a fuel efficiency 
of 26.32 km/kg for the car.

The XL6 S-CNG also gets 
in-built Suzuki Connect, a 
SmartPlay studio infotain-
ment system, Cruise Con-
trol, and LED DRLs. Safety 
features include quad air-
bags, ISOFIX child seat 
anchorages, and ESP with 
hill hold. The Baleno CNG 
and XL6 S-CNG can also be 
owned via the company’s 
subscription model at an 
all-inclusive monthly sub-
scription fee starting from 

Rs. 18,403 and Rs. 30,821, 
respectively.

Maruti says its CNG ve-
hicles come with dual in-
ter-dependent Electronic 
Control Units (ECU) and 
an Intelligent Injection Sys-
tem to provide an air-fuel 
ratio that ensures superior 
performance and fuel ef-
ficiency. The company also 
claims enhanced safety 
with stainless steel pipes 
and joints to avoid cor-

rosion and leakage in the 
entire CNG structure. Ac-
cording to the company, in-
tegrated wire harnesses are 
used to eliminate short-cir-
cuiting, and a micro switch 
ensures that the vehicle 
does not start during the 
CNG fuel filling process.

According to Shashank 
Srivastava, Senior Execu-
tive Officer, Marketing & 
Sales, Maruti Suzuki India 
Limited, “Maruti Suzuki 
is committed to democra-
tising green mobility so-
lutions in India, and we 
believe offering a large 
bouquet of technologies to 
suit varied customer needs 
is the only approach to 
achieving mass adoption of 
environment friendly vehi-
cles. CNG is one such tech-
nology known for emitting 
considerably lower CO2 
emissions compared to 
conventional fuels.”

He further added, “Maru-
ti Suzuki’s success in de-
mocratising CNG technol-

ogy has resulted in sales of 
more than 1 million S-CNG 
vehicles, which have saved 
CO2 emissions of approxi-
mately 1 million tonnes. 
Such figures embolden our 
confidence of having a large 
scale positive impact on 
the environment through 
offering a range of green 
technologies for customers 
to choose from.”

According to Maruti Su-
zuki, the recently launched 
Intelligent Electric Hybrid 
in the Grand Vitara has 
witnessed strong demand, 
while the Smart Hybrid 
and S-CNG technologies in 
the brand’s portfolio have 
crossed more than 20 lakh 
cumulative sales. The com-
pany has also launched the 
CNG versions of its popu-
lar hatchback Swift and 
the mini-SUV S-Presso on 
the market in the last few 
months.

The author is a senior editor at 
carandbike.com
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The launch of Apple’s brand-new iPhone 
series has had a very mixed emotions. 
Where few consider the upgrade to be 
just a minor tweak, others call it much 
more than that. Well, I review the iPhone 
14 Pro after using it as my primary device 
for an entire month, and here is my take.

At first, when you pull the device out of 
the box, you don’t really notice a change 
until and unless you get your hands on 
Deep Purple and Space Black, which are 
distinctive and mark the 14 series.

When you set your device up, the first 
and foremost distinctive upgrade you 
notice is Dynamic Island. The biggest 
highlight for this device and, in my opin-
ion, does come in very handy. The device 
gets a new CPU, better battery life, and 
a further improved camera.

Dynamic islanD
Let’s put the focus on the newest edition 
of the device, Dynamic Island. This is 
what makes the iPhone 14 Pro differ-
ent from its predecessor and makes user 
expression a lot easier. iPhone users can 
now view a variety of controls and infor-
mation, including music, timers, ‘Now 
Playing,’ and system-wide alerts like Air-
Pods connecting. Dynamic Island creates 
an entirely new section at the top of the 
display, where system-wide notifications 
and information now appear at the top.

With the help of the Dynamic Island, 
one can multitask and have the informa-

tion they need just at one stage rather 
than toggling through various apps. 
Dynamic Island can also follow live ac-
tivities like map directions, manage Air-
Drop connections, set a timer, manage 
AirDrop connections, and play music.

BuilD anD Design
As I mentioned earlier, the real build 
difference can only be felt by someone 
who has not been using the 13 series. It 
is a lot like its predecessor when it comes 
to design. 

The change can only be felt when you 
flip the phone around, as the camera 
module now bulges out higher than 
before, which can again be a bit debat-
able as some might find it a bit uneven 

when kept on a flat surface to type on.
There are two speaker grilles at the 

bottom, and the earpiece at the top also 
doubles as a speaker, making the sound 
quality better. You notice the difference 
at the top of your screen, where you get a 
pill-shaped camera module and the lens 
is positioned diagonally. The newest edi-
tion being the Dynamic Island. Using the 
Dynamic Island on the device has been 
easy, and you can manoeuvre your hand 
around the device without any trouble.

The built, quality, style, sturdiness, and 
oomph factor of the device have it all. 14 
Pro is the perfect size device for everyone 
who likes a single hand device that grips 
well and fits in their pocket easily. I have 
always preferred the larger screens, and 
the Pro Max has always been my go-to 
choice, but that’s just for the screen size 
reason.

camera
I have forever been a fan of the iPhone 
camera, and in all reviews, I have had 
an honest opinion about it for the kind 
of realistic image quality one gets. Over 
the years, Apple has been modifying the 
camera for better images and stability. 
You can actually shoot TV-worthy vid-
eos via your iPhone. What’s new now? 
You get a four-camera setup—three back 
and one front just like before. But this 
time around, the daylight photography 
gets a visible enhancement that one can 
experience.

The iPhone 14 Pro sports a primary 
camera with a wide-angle lens, a 3x tele-

photo, and an ultrawide camera on the 
back. Like before, there is only one front 
camera with a 3D ToF scanner for Face 
ID. This scanner also supports portrait 
mode and focus.

iPhone 14 Pro continues the streak of 
good photography and videography. The 
ultrawide lens captures some great im-
ages without missing any minute details. 
Daylight photography has always been 
a delight on the device, and now it gets 
even better. 

You have some fun modes to choose 
from for taking an image. Deep Fusion, 
Portrait mode, Night Mode, and Burst 
Mode, making your photography experi-
ence even better.

The videography gets even more fun 
on this device. Every camera supports 
video capture in 4K at 60 fps with ex-
panded dynamic range and cinematic 
stabilization. The Cinematic Mode now 
supports up to 4K HDR recording at 30 
fps and is compatible with the primary, 
telephoto, and selfie cameras.

Apple has made some software ad-
justments to enhance the front camera 
experience too. The camera department 
of the iPhone 14 Pro gets a much-desired 
upgrade and would leave one impressed.

Display
Another addition that sets the iPhone 

14 Pro apart from its predecessor is its 
display. Along with the Dynamic Island, 
you now get a brighter screen and a way 
more vibrant display. You get a 6.1-inch 
OLED Super Retina XDR ProMotion 
screen sporting a 120 Hz adaptive refresh 

rate. This display changes its refresh rate 
to adapt to what you’re doing. The ad-
vanced display hardware also supports 
Always-on Display mode.

The display is very nice and bright, 
both outdoors and indoors. If you are 
not fond of a very bright screen, you can 
easily use it under 40% and would still 
be enjoying your device totally even in 
low light conditions.

software Performance
The device flaunts a 4nm A16 Bionic 
chipset, a 6 core CPU with 2 performance 
and 4 efficiency cores, a 5 core GPU, and 
a 16 core Neural Engine with IOS 16. An-
other potential upgrade for Apple users 
is the 6GB of RAM as compared to the 
4GB in the iPhone 13. 

The A16 is a powerful chip that per-
forms multitasking, gaming, and all 
other tasks performed on the iPhone 
very well. As mentioned earlier, the 
iPhone 14 Pro has been my primary 
device; therefore, my day-to-day work-
ing on the device, which was a lot from 
emails to online meetings and full day 
usage of all apps, was seamless, and the 
device didn’t lag or crash anytime. Even 
with heavy multitasking, I felt no trouble 
with the device.

Battery life
Battery has always been a bone of con-
tention when it comes to Apple. Over 
the years, we have seen a lot of improve-
ment. Fast charge was one of the last to 
be introduced by Apple, but since then 

the complaints have reduced a lot.
According to Apple, the 3,200 mAh 

battery inside the iPhone 14 Pro can sup-
port 23 hours of movie playback. For me 
personally, the device worked well with 
a single day’s charge with heavy multi-
tasking. So far, no one has complained 
when it comes to the battery.

Price
The base 128GB variant of the iPhone 14 
Pro has a starting price of Rs 1,29,900 
in India. Three more options are avail-
able: 256GB for Rs 1,39,900, 512GB for 
Rs 1,59,900, and 1TB for 1,79,900.

VerDict
Somehow, whenever a new iPhone is 
launched, this question always arises: 
is it worth it? Well, if you ask me, if you 
have been using a model older than the 
13-series, then you will enjoy the up-
grade a lot. The chipset, the whole dis-
play with the Dynamic Island, and the 
various camera modes. For a 13 series 
user, the upgrade is not really a lot and 
might just be keeping up with the trend. 
Is the iPhone 14 Pro worth it when it 
comes to being a device that is not being 
compared with any predecessor? Yes. It 
comes with some great features, a very 
good chipset, and you will enjoy the 
Dynamic Island and even the camera 
section. Price wise, the iPhone has al-
ways been a high end device, making it 
way more desirable. You do have many 
offers have are being offered on the pur-
chase of the iPhone 14 Pro.

TeCH & YOu 

IS THe IpHONe 14 prO MOre THaN juST THe dYNaMIC ISlaNd?

iPhone 14 Pro. 
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NOkIa SeT TO lauNCH ITS G60 
SMarTpHONe IN INdIa
Finnish multinational 
company Nokia’s G60 
smartphone, which was 
unveiled last month, is 
set to be launched in In-
dia soon. According to 
GSM Arena, the news re-
garding the phone’s India 
launch was announced 
by the company’s Indian 
branch on Twitter. Nokia 
hasn’t revealed the G60’s Indian pricing and availabil-
ity details yet, but the smartphone’s already listed on 
its official Indian website with just one memory con-
figuration - 6GB RAM and 128GB storage. Though, it 
will come in Black and Ice colour options. The rest of 
the Nokia G60’s specs include the Snapdragon 695 SoC, 
6.58” 120Hz FullHD+ LCD, and a 4,500 mAh battery 
with 20W charging. The smartphone runs Android 
12 out of the box and comes with the promise of three 
Android version upgrades and three years of monthly 
security updates. Nokia G60 has four cameras onboard 
- an 8MP shooter on the front and a 50MP primary 
camera on the back, joined by 5MP ultrawide and 2MP 
depth units. The smartphone supports 5G networks 
and features a side-mounted fingerprint scanner. 

apple MaY SHelve MeCHaNICal 
vOluMe, pOwer BuTTONS 
The mechanical volume 
and power buttons on next 
year’s iPhone 15 Pro and 
Pro Max could be replaced 
with haptic feedback using 
solid-state toggles. Accord-
ing to The Verge, Apple 
analyst Ming-Chi Kuo sug-
gests these buttons could 
function similarly to the 
solid-state home button 
first released on the iPhone 7. Back then the home but-
ton could not physically press down but it vibrated in 
response to touch. The solid-state home button, which 
is powered by Apple’s Taptic Engine, was present on 
the iPhone 8, as well as the second and third-genera-
tion models of the budget-friendly iPhone SE. Kuo ex-
plained that Apple will have to add Taptic Engines on 
the left and right side of the two high-end iPhone 15 
models to “provide force feedback to make users feel 
like they are pressing physical buttons,” reported The 
Verge. This would bring the number of Taptic engines 
inside the iPhone 15 from one to three. Kuo did not men-
tion the base iPhone 15 or the iPhone 15 Plus, so these 
two models might keep the same clicky power and vol-
ume buttons. 

GalaXY S23 ulTra wIll Have 
BeTTer TelepHOTO qualITY
New reports suggest 
that South Korean tech 
giant Samsung’s next 
flagship phone Galaxy 
S23 Ultra will shoot 
much better telephoto 
images than its prede-
cessors. According to 
GSM Arena, this new 
leak has been shared 
by popular tipster Ice 
Universe. Previous reports had made it clear that the 
Samsung Galaxy S23 Ultra will mostly retain the same 
zoom cameras as its predecessor - a 3x and 10xperiscope. 
GSM Arena has reported the tipster believes Samsung 
has made strides in image quality. Earlier Ice Universe 
made similar claims about the Galaxy S23 Ultra’s new 
200MP wide camera. Sensor size and readout speed 
are big contributors to image quality, but computational 
photography is where the biggest gains have been made 
in recent years. Outside of the new 200MP main camera, 
the Galaxy S23 Ultra will rely on the same, on paper, ul-
trawide, 3x, and 10x zoom cameras as the Galaxy S22 Ul-
tra, which in itself had mostly identical hardware to the 
Galaxy S21 Ultra. It’s a winning formula, one that gives 
users multiple zoom levels. 

INSTaGraM OuTaGe: MIllIONS 
OF aCCOuNTS SuSpeNded
Instagram users are 
being logged out of the 
app as a result of an 
outage that began on 
Monday morning, and 
many are being told 
“we suspended your 
account on October 
31, 2022,” as per The 
Verge. On Monday In-
stagram issued a statement acknowledging the ongo-
ing problem and took to Twitter to write “We’re aware 
that some of you are having issues accessing your In-
stagram account. We’re looking into it and apologize 
for the inconvenience.” According to Down Detector, 
around 74 per cent of users reported Login issues, 16 
per cent reported application access issues and 9 per 
cent reported server connection issues. Down Detector 
reports that the outage has massively impacted Delhi, 
Chandigarh, Kolkata, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Chen-
nai, Nagpur, and Mumbai. On Monday, many users 
were notified that their accounts had been suspended 
on the platform. The majority of reports of the problem 
come from iPhone users, with some claiming that their 
app recently crashed and became unusable prior to an 
update earlier this morning. 
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There are certain things 
people in toxic rela-
tionships refuse to 

do. These things can range 
from admitting that there is 
a problem to actually leav-
ing the relationship. People 
in toxic relationships will 
often do whatever they can 
to make sure the relationship 
continues, even though it is 
not healthy for either person 
involved.

1. Refuse to walk 
away
They may know that things 

are bad and that the relation-
ship is unhealthy, but they 
convince themselves that 
things will get better. They 
may also be scared to be on 
their own or to be seen as a 
failure.

2. Refuse to take 
Responsibility
They may blame their part-
ner for all of their problems 
and for how they feel. They 
may also not want to face the 
fact that they are in a bad re-
lationship and that they have 
a role in making it toxic.

3. Refuse to set 
boundaRies
They may be scared to con-
front their partner or to stand 
up for themselves. They may 
also not want to upset their 
partner or make them angry.

4. Refuse to be 
themselves
They may try to please their 
partner at all costs, or they 

may act like someone they’re 
not in order to make their 
partner happy. They may 
also avoid doing things they 
enjoy in order to avoid dis-
pleasing their partner.

5. Refuse to get 
help
They may be too ashamed 
to tell anyone about their 
relationship, or they may 
not want to confront the fact 
that things are bad. They 
may also think that they can 
fix the relationship on their 
own.

it is impoRtant to 
admit that theRe  
is a pRoblem 
If you’re in a toxic relation-
ship, the best things you can 
do are :
1. Quit tRying to 
change the otheR 
peRson
This is one of the most com-
mon things people in toxic 
relationships try to do. They 

think that if they can just get 
the other person to change, 
the relationship will be bet-
ter. But it never works. The 
other person will never 
change to fit your needs, and 
you will only be frustrated 

and angry.

2. Quit tRying to 
make excuses foR 
the otheR peRson
Justifying the other person’s 
bad behaviour will only 

make you feel worse in 
the long run. You’re not 
doing yourself any favours 
by ignoring the abuse or 
making up excuses for why 
the other person acted that 
way.

3. Quit tRying to 
please the  
otheR peRson
It’s not going to work. The 
other person will always be 
unhappy with you, no matter 
what you do. The only way to 

make them happy is to leave 
them.

4. Quit tRying to 
change youRself
You are not responsible for 
the other person’s happi-
ness. You can’t change who 
you are to make them happy. 
The only thing you can do is 
change the relationship.

5. Quit tRying to fix 
the Relationship
It’s not going to work. The re-
lationship is toxic, and it’s not 
going to get better. The only 
way to fix it is to end it.

By refusing to admit that 
there is a problem and re-
fusing to leave the relation-
ship, people in toxic rela-
tionships are only making 
things worse. The problems 
will continue to pile up, and 
the relationship will remain 
unhealthy. If you are in a toxic 
relationship, it is important to 
admit that there is a problem 
and to leave the relationship.

Things people refuse To do in  
Toxic relaTionships

loVe and loss

People in toxic relationships will often do whatever they can to make sure the relationship continues.

Most debates nowadays, 
especially on politics, so-
cial issues, or economics, 
follow a predictable tra-
jectory, whether in What-
sApp groups, on Twitter, 
or on television. Each per-
son interprets facts accord-
ing to his or her respective 
political or ideological 
leanings, almost as if fol-
lowing a predetermined 
script, and then proceeds 
to dig their heels in. While 
this closes the door on any 
real debate, the person in 
question is oblivious to this 
bias. In the process, some-
thing very precious is be-
ing lost.

The American writer F. 
Scott Fitzgerald said that 
“the test of a first-rate intel-
ligence is the ability to hold 
two opposed ideas in mind 
at the same time and still 
retain the ability to func-
tion.” 

But this is not easy. 
Psychologists have, over 
the last few decades, re-
searched the phenomenon 
of cognitive dissonance 
and highlighted that pro-
cessing contradictory 
information puts a load 
on the human mind. It is 
much simpler to see the 
world in black and white 
than in grey.

However, the ability to 
act with conviction on an 
idea while remaining open 
to being proved wrong 
has been integral to both 
survival and progress. At 
some level, all eight billion 
of us embody this. Early 
man’s survival depended 
on his ability to hunt for 
food and set up base, while 
being alert to risks from 
the elements and from 
animals. To this day, that 
is the essence of risk man-

agement in fields as diverse 
as insurance, financial ser-
vices, and geopolitics.

The openness to being 
proved wrong has been in-
tegral to scientific progress 
too. The intense debates 
between scientists Bohr 
and Einstein about quan-
tum mechanics in the first 
half of the twentieth cen-
tury are widely regarded 
as the pinnacle of scientific 
research. Despite the sharp 
difference of views, the de-
bate resulted in a mutual 
admiration between Bohr 
and Einstein that lasted till 
their last days. 

Closer to home, Indian 
history is replete with 
mentions of healthy debate 
between different schools 
of philosophical thought. 
At Nalanda University, for 
instance, it is recorded that 
any scholar could invite 
open challenges to a point 
of view, and the matter 
would then be settled by 
debate.

My years in the equity 
markets have taught me 
that the most successful 
investors are those who 
possess this dual ability 
of having conviction and 
yet being open to oppos-
ing views. Investing leg-
ends such as George Soros, 
Stanley Druckenmiller, 
and Ray Dalio have been 
known to be very nimble 
and flexible, sometimes 
changing to a diametrically 
opposite view if new infor-
mation comes to light. 

Technology guru Mark 
Andreessen calls this 
blend of conviction and 
openness ‘strong opin-
ions, weakly held’. The 
economist, John Maynard 
Keynes, when questioned 
about his frequent changes 

in stance, is reported to 
have said, “When the facts 
change, I change my mind. 
What do you do, sir?”

The advent of the inter-

net, however, is causing a 
shift in this dynamic across 
the world. Social media al-
gorithms have propelled 
each of us to consume con-

tent that reaffirms our own 
biases, progressively box-
ing us into narrow echo 
chambers. The clamour for 
attention in a noisy world 
also means that the focus 
is more on telling a ‘story’ 
than on trying to seek the 
truth. In the interest of 
capturing audience atten-
tion, the effort is to drama-
tize, sensationalise and put 
forth a point of view in a 
manner that is as extreme 
and eye-catching as possi-
ble. There is little incentive 
to express doubt, to say 
‘I don’t know’, or to have 
nuanced views that do not 
meet a simplistic binary 
‘black or white’ construct. 
It is not surprising that we 
live in a world that is in-
creasingly polarised.

Yet, it is precisely this 
world of rapid change 
and frequent disruption 
that demands of us an 
even greater adherence to 
Fitzgerald’s principle of 
“the ability to hold two op-
posed ideas in mind at the 
same time and still retain 
the ability to function”. 
The world of business is 
rapidly evolving and being 
disrupted, as is geopolitics, 
as is even the physical en-
vironment, thanks to cli-
mate change. 

This requires us to be 
mentally nimble and open 
to spotting new patterns 
as they emerge, to adapt 
and rapidly ‘change our 
map’. Being mindful of our 
biases and preconceived 
notions, and consciously 
cultivating the desire to 
seek the truth rather than 
a ‘story’, is something that 
will stand us all in good 
stead.

S. Venkatesh is the best-
selling author of AgniBaan 
and KaalKoot, a leadership 
coach and an investor who 
hasheld key positions with 
JP Morgan, Credit Suisse 
and Macquarie. He writes 
about mindfulness and its 
link to creativity, business 
and wealth.

Eight billion shades of grey Can peer pressure affect 
a child’s mental health?

cogniTiVe dissonance
eMoTional sKills

It is much simpler to see the world in black and white than in grey.

mohammed machRaoui

Justifying the other person’s bad behaviour will only make you feel worse in the long run.
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Peers play a pivotal role in the socio-emotion-
al development of children and adolescents, 
as their influence can be very strong dur-
ing a child’s teenage years. According to the 
American Academy of Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry, it is natural, healthy, and impor-
tant for children to have friends as they grow 
and mature. However, peers can have both 
positive as well as negative influences on your 
child. Some peers can be supportive and en-
couraging and can have a positive influence 
on your child (like helping them study and 
prepare for exams and keeping them away 
from bad habits), whereas certain kinds of 
peer pressure may make the child succumb 
to bad habits or be at risk for behaviours 
that can have drastic consequences on your 
child’s mental health. As a parent, you play 
a huge role in supporting your child’s men-
tal well-being. Building a strong, nurturing, 
and loving foundation can help your child 
develop the right social and emotional skills, 
which can help them make the right deci-
sions and lead a happy, healthy, and fulfill-
ing life. Hence, it is relevant for you to discuss 
and understand how peer pressure can affect 
your child’s mental health 

cause and effect
Social acceptance is one of the most impor-
tant developmental milestones for children 
in the age group of 12–19 years. Children 
in this age group want to feel accepted, be 
popular, gain recognition, and be a part of 
the "cool"group. This often gives them the 
independence they require from authorita-
tive figures in their lives and provides them 
with a sense of autonomy and self-identity.

As the human brain is not essentially fully 
developed until the age of 18–25 years, such 
children often engage in impulsive behav-
iours such as indulging in alcohol and drugs, 
skipping classes, and using the internet for 
inappropriate activities. Since their adoles-
cent brain is unable to logically comprehend 
the consequences of such situations, they of-
ten tend to give in to their impulses without 
understanding that while these impulses and 
pleasures are short-lived, their judgmental 
errors (impulses) may affect their entire life.

FOMO, also known as Fear of missing out, 
is another reason that makes youngsters 
fall prey to peer pressure. It is defined as in-
creased and pervasive anxiety or apprehen-
sion of missing out on experiences or social 
events that others are perceived to be having.

+As humans, we always compare our lives 
with others and envy those who are more 
popular or successful than us. We often feel 
left out, and this leads us to more compulsive 
decision-making, and we tend to follow the 
same path that our peers are following. In the 
digital era, FOMO has heightened the need 
to stay connected among teenagers. They are 
hooked on to social media tools like Face-

book, Twitter, Instagram, and Snapchat and 
are constantly checking on what their peers 
are doing and how they are reacting to their 
posts. This has made social media a powerful 
tool today, 

tackling peeR pRessuRe
Parents and children can adopt the following 
tips to tackle peer pressure:

Recognising the unhealthy dynamics: 
Parents must monitor their child’s social 
media engagement and must take steps to 
build a healthy and meaningful relationship 
with their child, which will help them be-
come friends with their child’s regular and 
online peers. If your child avoids making eye 
contact, then it may indicate a lack of confi-
dence or depression. Children who have low 
self-esteem and confidence are more prone 
to falling prey to peer pressure; hence, as 
parents, you must intervene during such 
moments and should play an active role in 
boosting your child’s confidence levels and 
evaluating their friendships.

Parents must also educate their children 
about self-restraint, self-regulation and 
should teach them to keep themselves away 
from dangerous behaviours and resist peer 
pressure. Teaching your child how to avoid a 
risky situation can help them stay away from 
bad influences and will enable them to find 
friends who respect each other’s boundaries. 

Staying firm: One must know how and 
when to say ‘No’ when they are feeling un-
comfortable or unsafe and may find a cer-
tain activity or surrounding inappropriate. 
In such moments, talking to a grown-up that 
you can trust - like a parent, teacher, or school 
counselor, can be helpful, as they can share 
several tips that can help you navigate such 
situations.

Encourage open communication flow: En-
couraging open and honest communication 
flow at school and at home is imperative, as it 
can help the kids become more comfortable 
discussing and sharing their experiences. 
Developing healthy behaviours like sharing 
your own experiences of peer pressure when 
you were in school (as appropriate) and the 
ways you handled them can make them more 
comfortable discussing their pain points. All 
of us have faced peer pressure at some point 
in our lives. It not only affects teenagers and 
adolescents but also has an impact on adults. 
Thus, making wise decisions and taking re-
sponsibility for our actions is critical to helping 
us avoid peer pressure and prevent ourselves 
from getting into unwanted situations. As indi-
viduals, we must remain true to ourselves and 
be self-aware at all times. Being thankful for 
the things that matter to our lives like family, 
friends, security, health, or any other thing can 
help make our lives more meaningful, and we 
can easily avoid situations like FOMO. 
Dr Raghavendra Kumar K is Consultant of Child 
& Adolescent Psychiatry at Aster CMI Hospital, 
in Bengaluru. 
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leanings, almost as if following a 

predetermined script, and then 
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South Africa will tour Australia in December

Aaron Finch 

hamstring injuries

Aaron Finch still in doubt for 
Ireland clash, Stoinis fit to play

Aaron Finch and Tim David’s 
status to play for the defend-
ing champions in the vital fi-
nal T20 World Cup Super 12s 
match against Afghanistan is 
scheduled to be decided by 
Australia today. 

The two ran together for 
about 20 minutes on Wednes-
day at Karen Rolton Oval, 
and while neither seemed 
too inconvenienced, they 
didn’t push themselves much 
faster than the jogging pace. 
They are both recovering 
from hamstring injuries sus-
tained in Australia’s victory 
over Ireland at the Gabba on 
Monday; all-rounder Marcus 
Stoinis had to leave the field 
briefly late in that match due 
to a similar problem, which 
national selection panel chair 
George Bailey described as 

precautionary. According 
to Bailey, Stoinis, who last 
week played Sri Lanka and 
set a new record for the fast-
est 50 by an Australian in 
men’s T20I cricket (off 17 
balls), was undoubtedly good 
to go. However, a final deci-
sion on skipper Finch and 
power-hitter David would be 

made following training on 
Thursday. “They’re working 
through what they normally 
would after coming off a flight 
anyway,” Bailey said during 
today’s training session, in 
which only half a dozen mem-
bers of Australia’s 15-man 
squad took part after yester-
day’s flight from Brisbane.
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unforgettable day

‘Waited to play in Kalinga hocKey 
stadium for more than 12 years’
Being in the 33-man core 
group seemed like a dream to 
Mohammed Raheel Mouseen, 
who was called up for the Se-
nior Men’s National Camp 
this year but he is counting 
his lucky stars after making 
his debut at the iconic Kalinga 
Hockey Stadium, Bhubanesh-
war against the New Zealand 
Men’s Hockey Team on 28 
October.

It was an unforgettable day 
for Raheel, who had visited 
Bhubaneswar with his friends 
from the SAI Hockey Hostel 
in 2014 to watch the Indian 
team play against Pakistan in 
the FIH Champions Trophy, 
not knowing that fate would 
have him play his first match 
for the Indian National team 
in the same stadium 08 years 
later. “I came here to watch 
the Champions Trophy game 
with my hostel mates. It was 
so crowded that day; I remem-
ber waiting in long queue just 
to get a ticket. I was so amazed 

by the sheer atmosphere in 
the stadium that day for India-
Pakistan Semifinal and I won-
dered what it would be like to 
play in this ground,” Hockey 
India quoted Mohammed Ra-
heel Mouseen as saying.

“Making my debut here 
was really, really special. The 
funny thing is, I didn’t even 
remember all this till a batch-
mate who travelled with 
me called me up before my 
debut match and reminded 
me. That’s when it hit me, I 
got major goosebumps and it 
felt like I was going to explode 
with happiness. My parents 
were very happy when I told 

them that I’d be in the starting 
XI, my father was so proud of 
me that he kept going on about 
it for a few good minutes and 
this obviously made it even 
more special.”, he says about 
his whirlpool of feelings a day 
before the match.

“The morning of the match 
was also special, obviously 
I was nervous and excited 
and anxious and a lot of other 
things but I also had trust that 
I am capable of performing 
at this level and that calmed 
down my nerves a little bit. 
Then I talked to Nilakanta 
about it and he advised me not 
to think about anything nega-

tive, have belief in my skills 
and do what I usually do on 
the pitch, no need to compli-
cate anything,” he added.

Playing in the Kalinga 
Hockey Stadium which had 
die-hard fans of the game 
turning up in large numbers, 
Raheel said it was a very spe-
cial feeling particularly when 
the national anthem played.

“When I stepped onto the 
pitch and saw the huge crowd 
that had come to watch, I was 
already awe-struck but when 
they were singing the national 
anthem, I had goosebumps 
all over. I knew this is the 
moment I have been waiting 
for, the moment for which I 
worked so hard over the last 
08 years,” he said when asked 
about the match.

“Going forward I want to 
keep performing well, get 
some experience under my 
belt, work on my consistency,” 
he said. India takes on New 
Zealand again on 4 November 
in Kalinga Hockey Stadium, 
Bhubaneshwar where Raheel 
hopes to pick up where he left.

TDG NETWORK
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India Men’s Hockey Team. 

three-match series

malibongWe maKeta appointed sa 
interim head coach for oz test tour
The South African cricket 
board announced Malibon-
gwe Maketa as the interim 
head coach for the team’s 
upcoming three-match Test 
tour of Australia on Wednes-
day. Maketa, who is currently 
the South Africa A coach and 
National Academy Lead, will 
take charge of the Test squad 
from December until early 
January as they prepare to 
face Australia in their penul-
timate series of the ICC World 
Test Championship (WTC). 
South Africa finds itself 
placed second on the table 
behind Australia following 
two series wins, one loss and 
one draw in the second cycle 
of the WTC.

The 42-year-old steps into 
the role after being part of 
South Africa’s most recent 
Test tour of England, where 
he worked as a consultant 
during the four-day warm-up 
match against England Lions 
and the triumphant first Test 

at Lord’s in August. He also 
served as assistant head coach 
to the Proteas from 2017-2019.

Commenting on Maketa’s 
appointment, Director of 
Cricket Enoch Nkwe said, 
“We are pleased to name Mali-
bongwe as our interim coach 
to lead the Proteas in Austra-
lia. He is a familiar face to the 
environment and has worked 
in the same space previously 

when he served as an assistant 
coach.”

“Mali knows most of the 
players well and they know 
him too, with such a short 
time between now and the 
tour, we as Cricket South Af-
rica felt we needed someone 
who could step in immedi-
ately and lead us through 
what is an important series 
for the Proteas.” “We would 

like to wish him well on his 
appointment. He has our 
full support, and we have no 
doubt he will do South Af-
ricans proud in this series.” 
Welcoming Maketa to the 
Proteas setup, CSA Chief 
Executive Officer, Pholetsi 
Moseki said, “Malibongwe 
has earned respect and ac-
claim as a coach and a leader. 
This interim appointment is 
in recognition of his ability 
to ingratiate himself into any 
system and assure continuity. 
As no stranger to the Proteas 
setup, I am confident that he 
will acquit himself well and 
hit the ground running.”

South Africa will tour Aus-
tralia for a three-match test 
series. The first test will take 
place at the Gabba in Bris-
bane from December 17-21.

The second match will be 
played at the iconic Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground from 
December 26-30. Sydney 
Cricket ground will host the 
final test match of the tour 
from January 4-8, 2023. 
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Netherlands regis-
tered a compre-
hensive five-wicket 

win over Zimbabwe at the 
Adelaide Oval to hamper its 
chances of qualifying for the 
semi-finals in the ongoing 
T20 World Cup.

Max ODowd played a su-
perb half-century knock to 
help his team register a clini-
cal win over Zimbabwe. Paul 
van Meekeren bowled a fiery 
spell to claim three wickets 
to his name, restricting Zim-
babwe to 117. Chasing the tar-
get, the Netherlands openers 
tried to make most of the 
loose deliveries on offer as 
both Stephan Myburgh and 
Max ODowd were watchful 
in the beginning.

Myburgh however lost his 
wicket in the fourth over to 
Blessing Muzarabani giving 
Zimbabwe their first wicket.

Tom Cooper and ODowd 
then stitched a crucial 73-

run second-wicket partner-
ship to push Zimbabwe out 
of the game. Cooper made 
the most of being promoted 
up the order and showed 
great intent with the bat.

The batter smashed a six 
and a boundary in the last 
over of the powerplay to take 
his side to 35/1 after the first 
six overs.

ODowd also found his tim-
ing in the middle overs and 
scored boundaries at will. 

The duo took the team past 
the halfway mark without 
any hiccups. The Dutch team 
ended their 10-over mark at 
67/1.

The Netherlands seemed 
to be cruising to victory 
with both batters flourish-
ing in the middle overs but 
Luke Jongwe returned in the 
13th over to dismiss Cooper 
for 32(29).

Muzarabani dismissed 
ODowd in the 16th over for 

52(47) to give a glimmer of 
hope to Zimbabwe.

Ngarava also grabbed a 
wicket in the next over to 
bring back his team in the 
game but Bas de Leede en-
sured that Zimbabwe were 
knocked out of the match as 
he hit the winning runs in 
the 18th over.

Earlier, Netherland pacers 
dominated with the ball to 
restrict Zimbabwe to 117. Si-
kandar Raza’s late flourish 

helped Zimbabwe put up a 
respectable total as no bat-
ter could counter the Dutch 
bowlers.

Opting to bat first, Zimba-
bwe got to a horrendous start 
losing Wesley Madhevere to 
pacer Paul van Meekeren in 
the second over. Madhevere 
played all over the line of 
the ball and saw his stumps 
rattled. He was dismissed 
for 1(5).

Zimbabwe kept losing 
wickets at regular intervals 
with only Sikandar Raza 
standing up to the Dutch 
bowlers, playing an aggres-
sive knock of 40 from 24 
balls.

Max O’Dowd was declared 
the ‘Player of the Match’ for 
his match-winning knock.

Brief Score: Netherlands 
120/5 (Max ODowd 52, Tom 
Cooper 32; Richard Ngarava 
2/18) vs Zimbabwe 117 (Si-
kandar Raza 40, Sean Wil-
liams 28; Paul van Meekeren 
3/29).

t20 World cup 
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Netherlands registered a comprehensive five-wicket win over Zimbabwe at the Adelaide Oval.

netherlands spoil 
zimbabWe’s chances, 
register 5-WicKet Win

facing criticism

Kane is gold for us at number three: glenn phillips

New Zealand batter Glenn 
Phillips has backed his cap-
tain Kane Williamson amid 
criticism of his slow knocks 
in the ongoing ICC T20 World 
Cup, saying that “he is gold at 
number three for the team”.

Williamson’s performance 
faced criticism after New 
Zealand lost to England by 20 
runs in their T20 WC match 
at Brisbane on Tuesday. Wil-
liamson scored 40 runs off 40 
balls. With this, he has taken 
his tally in the tournament to 
71 runs off 76 balls, and not 
once has he scored at more 
than a run-a-ball rate. Wil-
liamson’s knock on Tuesday 
faced criticism because of its 
length and how it hampered 
a chase as he could not keep 
up with the climbing run rate 
and slower bowlers. He could 
manage only three boundar-

ies.
“Kane is gold at three for us. 

He understands situations 
and I know he had a little bit 
of a tough day. But with his 
experience, the ability to take 
a game deep and command 
the middle overs is crucial. To 
be able to have myself, [James] 
Neesham, Daryl [Mitchell], as 
well as [Mitchell] Santner do-
ing our role at the end, having 
Kane doing what he is doing at 

the moment. We know that he 
is going to come right at some 
point, he always does and we 
cannot necessarily judge him 
by one game. England bowled 
really well to him and they 
shut down his areas. Next 
game he could very easily get 
50 off 20 balls as well so we 
back him fully,” ESPNCricin-
fo quoted Phillips as saying 
after the match.

Williamson has not been 
in the best form in the short-
est format this year. He has 
scored 275 runs in 10 match-
es at an average of 30.55. His 
strike rate of 112.70 is pretty 
sub-par for the hard-hitting 
format and he has managed 
only one fifty this year.

Meanwhile, Phillips has 
scored 627 runs in 15 innings 
across 17 matches this year at 
an average of 52.25. One cen-
tury and five fifties have come 
out of his bat, with the best of 
104. Phillips is also among 

the best batters in T20 World 
Cup, having scored 178 runs 
in 3 matches at an average of 
59.33. He has scored a century 
and fifty in this tournament.

With this win, England has 
climbed to the second spot 
in the points table with five 
points and two wins in four 
games. They have lost a match 
and a match was abandoned 
due to rains. New Zealand 
are still at the top with five 
points, with two wins in four 
matches. Just like England, 
they also have endured a loss 
and one of their matches was 
abandoned.

Defending champions Aus-
tralia have slipped down to 
the third position after Eng-
land’s win. Though all three 
have five points each, a better 
net run rate has ensured that 
New Zealand and England 
are ahead. Electing to bat first, 
England posted 179/6 in their 
20 overs. An 81-run stand for 

the first wicket between skip-
per Jos Buttler (73) and Alex 
Hales (52) proved to be instru-
mental in posting a competi-
tive total on the board, even 
though Kiwis bowled better 
in death overs and put a halt 
to England’s momentum with 
some wickets.

Lockie Ferguson was the 
lead bowler for the Kiwis, 
taking two wickets. Sodhi, 
Southee and Santner took a 
wicket each for the Kiwis.

Chasing 180, Kiwis lost two 
early wickets for 28 runs, fol-
lowing which Kane William-
son (40) and Phillips (62) had 
a 91-run stand for the third 
wicket. But after breaking 
the stand, England managed 
to pull back the game slowly. 
Phillips’ wicket in the 18th 
over shifted the tide com-
pletely in England’s favour 
with the New Zealand team 
required to make 45 runs in 
the last 15 balls. 

Kane Williamson.
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accomplishment

Virat Kohli becomes 
highest run-scorer in 
tournament’s history
Star Indian batter Virat 
Kohli on Wednesday 
became the highest 
run-scorer in the 
history of the ICC 
T20 World Cup.

India’s star batter 
accomplished this re-
cord during his side’s 
crucial Group 2, Su-

per 12 match of the 
tournament against Bangladesh in 
Adelaide. Virat scored an unbeaten 
64 of 44 balls in the match. His knock 
consisted of eight boundaries and a six. 
His strike rate during the innings was 
145.45.

With this, Virat’s record in T20 WC is - 
1,065 runs in 23 innings across 25 matches 
at an average of 88.75. 13 half-centuries 
have come off his bat, with the best score 
of 89*. His strike rate in the tournament is 
132.46.

He has surpassed Sri Lankan great Ma-
hela Jayawardene, who scored 1,016 runs 
in 31 matches at an average of 39.07. One 
century and six half-centuries have come 
off his bat in this tournament, with best of 
100. Other top T20 World Cup batters are: 

West Indies legend Chris Gayle (965 runs), 
Indian skipper Rohit Sharma (921) and Sri 
Lankan great Tilakaratne Dilshan (897). 
Notably, Virat has been in fantastic form 
since the Asia Cup. 

During that tournament, he made his 
return to international cricket af-

ter a month, a break he took 
after months of battling 

inconsistent form.
Since then, Virat 

has scored 624 runs 
in 14 innings at an 

average of 78.00. One 
century and six fifties 
have come out of his 
bat, with best of 122*.
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AsiAn Boxing C’ship

Hussamuddin advances to 
quarterfinal of 57 kg category

Indian boxer Hussamuddin on Wednesday ad-
vanced to the quarterfinal of the Asian Boxing 
Championship being held in Amman, Jordan 
after defeating Kyrgyzstan’s Seiitbek Uulu in 
his round of 16 match of 57 kg (Featherweight) 
category. Hussamuddin defeated his opponent 
3-2 in a closely contested match. He will now 
face Pakistan’s Ilyas Hussain in the quarter-
final. “QF SPOT! Keep it up @Hussamboxer 
#AsianChampionships #PunchMeinHaiDum 
#Boxing,” Boxing Federation of India (BFI) said 
in a tweet.

More action awaits boxing fans as Sparsh 
Kumar will take on Kazakhstan’s Saken Bi-
bossinov in his round of 16 match of the 51 kg 
(Flyweight) category tonight.

Earlier, Sparsh had defeated Kyrgyzstan’s Di-
ushebaev Nurzhigit in his round of 32 match 
in the 51 kg category on Tuesday. He defeated 
Nurzhigit by 5-0.

The event will be held in Jordan from Novem-
ber 1 to November 12.

India squad (as per Olympics.com):

Men: Govind Sahani (48kg), Sparsh Kumar 
(51kg), Ananta Chopade (54kg), Md. Hus-
samuddin (57kg), Etash Khan (60kg), Shiva 
Thapa (63.5kg), Amit Kumar (67kg), Sachin 
(71kg), Sumit (75kg), Lakshya (80kg), Kapil 
(86kg), Naveen (92kg), Narender (+92kg)
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heAping prAise

We CAme here to Win some gAmes: sCott 
edWArds After Win over ZimBABWe

Netherlands captain Scott Ed-
wards expressed happiness 
after his team’s win against 
Zimbabwe at the Adelaide 
Oval in the ongoing T20 
World Cup.

Edwards stated that the 
team had come to the T20 
World Cup to compete and 
win some matches against the 
top teams of the world, which 
they have achieved. “We came 
here to win some games,” said 
the Netherland captain after 
his team’s win.

The player heaped praises 
on the team’s bowling depart-
ment who have performed 
exceptionally and said, “Sen-
sational, they (fast bowlers) 
have been great throughout 
all tournament.”

“Max (ODowd) has been 
sensational for the last 4-5 
years,” said Edwards after 
praising the batter for his 
match-winning contributions 
in the past few years.

Netherlands registered a 
comprehensive five-wicket 
win over Zimbabwe at the 

Adelaide Oval to hamper its 
chances of qualifying for the 
semi-finals in the ongoing 
T20 World Cup.

Max ODowd played a su-
perb half-century knock to 
help his team register a clini-
cal win over Zimbabwe. Paul 
van Meekeren bowled a fiery 
spell to claim three wickets to 
his name, restricting Zimba-
bwe to 117.

Chasing the target, the Neth-
erlands openers tried to make 
most of the loose deliveries 
on offer as both Stephan My-
burgh and Max ODowd were 
watchful in the beginning.

Myburgh however lost his 

wicket in the fourth over to 
Blessing Muzarabani giving 
Zimbabwe their first wicket.

Tom Cooper and ODowd 
then stitched a crucial 73-run 
second-wicket partnership 
to push Zimbabwe out of the 
game. Cooper made the most 
of being promoted up the or-
der and showed great intent 
with the bat.

The batter smashed a six 
and a boundary in the last 
over of the powerplay to take 
his side to 35/1 after the first 
six overs.

ODowd also found his tim-
ing in the middle overs and 
scored boundaries at will. 
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CommAnding viCtory

novAk djokoviC mAkes Winning stArt in title defenCe 
At pAris mAsters

The Rolex Paris Masters’ 
match saw Novak Djokovic 
play for the first time since 
early October when he won 
back-to-back indoor cham-
pionships and increase his 
winning run to ten games 
with a commanding victory 
over Maxime Cressy.

Djokovic defeated the Paris-
born American 7-6(1), 6-4 as 
he dominated the serve and 
was able to use that free-
dom to try to stop Cressy’s 
thunderous delivery. After 
converting on his fifth break 
point to take the lead at 5-4 
in the second set, the Serbian 
ultimately broke through on 
the return and easily served 
out the victory. Cressy fought 
back in the first set, saving 

three break points with his 
all-out attack, but Djokovic 
easily won the set with two 
double faults in the tie-break. 
The American stuck to his 
aggressive game plan, hit-
ting 15 aces overall and 10 
double faults. While the tac-
tic worked on his own serve, 
he was unable to disrupt 

Djokovic’s delivery because 
the Serb lost just six service 
points and did not encounter 
a breakpoint.

“I had to lock in, I had to 
not give him gifts and points. 
What I could do and what I 
wanted to do is to really do 
what I do best, which is just 
be solid from the back of 

the court and wait for the 
opportunities when they 
are presented, try to capi-
talise on them... Just overall 
very pleased with the way 
I felt and the way I played,” 
Djokovic said as quoted by 
ATP. The sixth seed was 
able to demonstrate his ath-
leticism throughout the one-
hour, 43-minute match de-
spite numerous short points. 
In particular, he did so on a 
backhand passing shot that 
helped him gain the crucial 
break in set two, whereupon 
he basked in the admiration 
of the Paris audience.

In a matchup with one of 
the ATP Tour’s top servers, 
the Serbian’s outstanding re-
turn was on full display. Fol-
lowing the match, Djokovic 
praised Cressy’s distinctive 
style of play and discussed 

how it changed the way he 
approached the return.

“It does change a lot because 
not only do you have to get the 
return back, but you have to 
put it under his feet, which is 
very difficult to do. It’s nice to 
see someone that comes in af-
ter the first and second serve. 
It just gives a different look 
from the tennis fans’ point of 
view. I appreciate that, I re-
spect that. It takes courage to 
play with this modern tennis 
nowadays this kind of style 
that is almost an ancient style. 
You don’t have many players 
that do that. Possibly he’s the 
only one at the top,” added 
the Serb. Casper Ruud, the 
third seed, defeated French-
man Richard Gasquet 6-1, 
7-6(7) in 84 minutes to get 
his Paris tournament off to a 
good start.

Novak Djokovic 
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Fifties from Virat Kohli 
and KL Rahul, superb 
bowling spells by 

bowlers helped India clinch 
a 5-run victory over Bangla-
desh in a rain-curtailed clash 
of Group 2, Super 12 match of 
the ongoing ICC T20 World 
Cup in Adelaide on Wednes-
day.

In a rain-curtailed 16-over 
match, Liton Das lit up Ban-
gladesh’s chase with his 60 
coming off 27 balls but the 
batter failed to guide his 
team home. For India Ar-
shdeep Singh and Hardik 
Pandya bagged two wickets 
each. With three wins in their 
hands out of four matches, 
India are the Group 2 table 
topper with six points. On 
the other hand, Bangladesh 
are in third place with four 
points. Chasing a target of 
185, Bangladesh got off to a 
flying start as their opener 
Liton Das hammered In-
dian bowlers all around the 
ground.

Liton slammed Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar for 16 runs while 
hitting one six and back-to-
back two fours in the 3rd 

over of the innings. Liton in 
red-hot form single-handed-
ly took his team’s score to the 
beyond 50-run mark in the 
6th over of the game. Ban-
gladesh opener Liton also 
brought up his 21-ball half-
century with a stunning six 
off Mohammed Shami’s de-
livery.

After seven overs of the 
game, the rain stopped the 
play and Bangladesh needed 
119 runs in 78 balls with Liton 
Das at 59* and Najmul Hos-
sain Shanto playing at an un-
beaten 7 off 16 balls. Bangla-
desh’s score read 66 without 

a loss in 7 overs. At that stage 
Bangladesh were 17 runs 
ahead of the Duckworth-
Lewis-Stern (DLS) method. 
The play resumed and Ban-
gladesh’s revised target was 
151 in 16 overs - they need an-
other 85 in nine overs with all 
wickets in hand.

Team India struck in the 
first over after the rain break. 
Liton Das was sent packing 
after scoring 60 off 27 balls 
by KL Rahul who delivered a 
brilliant direct hit to run out 
Bangladesh’s opener to keep 
India in the game.

Bangladesh skipper Shakib 

Al Hasan then came out to 
bat. Mohammed Shami was 
brought back into the attack 
and the Indian veteran pacer 
gave another blow to Bangla-
desh as he removed Shanto 
for 21 off 25 balls.

The left-handed batter Afif 
Hossain then came out to bat 
at the crease. Shakib then 
hammered Ravichandran 
Ashwin for 11 runs with two 
four in the 11th over of the in-
nings to ease some pressure 
from his team. Young speed-
ster Arshdeep Singh gave 
Bangladesh double blows as 
he sent Hossain and Shakib 
packing to bring India back 
in the game, leaving Bangla 
Tigers tottering at 101/4.

New batters Nurul Hasan 
and Yasir Ali then came to 
the crease. At that point, Ban-
gladesh kept losing a wicket 
as their batter Yasir Ali was 
sent back to the pavilion by 
Hardik Pandya after scor-
ing just one run. In the same 
over Pandya struck again to 
dismiss Mosaddek Hossain 
for 6, leaving Bangladesh at 
108/6.

The equation went down 
and Bangladesh needed 31 
off 12 balls. In the second-

last over Taskin Ahmed 
slammed Pandya for one 
four and one six, but the In-
dian all-rounder handled the 
pressure to close out the over 
with Bangladesh needing 20 
runs in 6 balls.

Arshdeep was handed the 
ball to bowl the last over of 
the match and Nurul Hasan 
slammed a six on the second 
delivery of the over.

The young pacer held his 
nerve as Bangladesh needed 
7 runs in 1 ball but Arshdeep 
closed out the match and 
handed Team India a 5-run 
victory in the rain-curtailed 
16-over match.

Earlier, the fifties from Virat 
Kohli and KL Rahul helped 
India reach a powerful 184/6 
in their 20 overs in their 
Group 2, Super 12 match.

Virat (64*) had a historic 
outing as not only his score 
powered India to a huge to-
tal, but he also became high-
est run scorer in T20 WC 
history. KL Rahul (50) also 
found form. Hasan Mahmud 
(3/47) was pick of the bowlers 
for Bangladesh.

Put to bat first by Ban-
gladesh, India was off to a 
shaky start. Medium pacer 

Hasan Mahmud dismissed 
skipper Rohit Sharma for 
just two runs off eight balls. 
India was 11/1 in 3.2 overs. 
The Men in Blue were off to a 
slow start and were tested by 
some movement of the ball 
and pace of Bangla bowlers.

Virat Kohli was next up 
on crease and he started a 
partnership with KL. KL 
looked in good touch and 
took Bangla bowlers to at-
tack after a slow start. Virat 
also expressed his attacking 
intentions from the get-go.

At the end of the powerplay 
in six overs, India was at 37/1, 
with Kohli (13*) and Rahul 
(21*) unbeaten. Virat kept 
striking the ball well and be-
came the highest run-scorer 
in T20 World Cup history, 
overtaking Sri Lankan great 
Mahela Jayawardene.

Shoriful Islam’s ninth over 
brought 24 runs for India. 
A 50-run stand was up be-
tween Virat-KL in just 32 
balls. KL looked far better 
than he had looked in recent 
months, bringing up his fifty 
in just 31 balls, his 20th in the 
format.

However, KL was dis-
missed immediately after 

his fifty by Shakib al Hasan 
after a catch by Mustafizur 
Rahman at short fine leg. KL 
was back in the pavilion for 
50 off 32 balls and India was 
78/2 in 9.2 overs. The 36-ball 
67-run stand between the 
duo was over.

Suryakumar Yadav, the re-
cently crowned number-one 
T20I batter came to crease 
to join Kohli. The duo took 
India into the second half of 
their innings safely. At the 
end of 10 overs, India was 
at 86/2, with Virat (24*) and 
Suryakumar (7*).

Suryakumar took the ag-
gressor role with Virat at the 
other end, smacking some 
fine boundaries. However, 
Shakib got his second wicket 
of the match by dismiss-
ing him for a quickfire 30 
off 16 balls. Suryakumar 
was trying to slash the ball 
but missed it and it hit his 
stumps. India was 116/3 in 
13.3 overs. Hardik Pandya 
was next up on the crease. At 
the end of 15 overs, India was 
at 130/3, with Kohli (40*) and 
Pandya (5*).

Pandya’s short run at the 
crease ended in 6 balls at a 
score of 5 runs. Mahmud 

got his first scalp with Yasir 
Ali catching at the backward 
point. India was at 130/4 in 
15.1 overs. Dinesh Karthik 
was at number six, with a re-
sponsibility to come through 
with his finishing skills. Vi-
rat brought up his 36th T20I 
fifty, his third in the tourna-
ment, in just 37 balls.

Karthik’s stay at the crease 
was short too as it ended af-
ter an unfortunate run-out. 
India was at 150/5 in 17 overs, 
with Karthik back in the hut 
for seven runs.

Axar Patel was next up. 
Bangla Tigers kept pulling 
things in their favour, this 
time with the dismissal of 
Axar for 7. Mahmud got his 
third wicket of the match.

Ravichandran Ashwin 
joined Virat. Virat took India 
into the 170s with a four and 
six in the last two balls of the 
19th over.

Both helped India post 
184/6 in their 20 overs. Virat 
scored an unbeaten 64 off 44 
balls with eight fours and a 
six. Ashwin also scored 13*.

Mahmud was the pick of 
the bowlers for Bangladesh, 
he took 3/47. Shakib also took 
two wickets.

surviving sCAre 
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Virat Kohli and KL Rahul take a run during the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2022 match against Bangladesh, at Adelaide Oval, in 
Adelaide on Wednesday.

indiA survive liton sCAre,ClinCh 5-run Win over 
BAnglAdesh in rAin-CurtAiled mAtCh

tWo hAlf-Centuries

Suryakumar Yadav climbs to 
top of T20I batter ranking
India’s Suryakumar Yadav has 
grabbed the top position for batters 
in the International Cricket Council 
(ICC) Men’s T20I Player Rankings 
after smashing two half-centuries 
over the past week in the Men’s T20 
World Cup 2022 in Australia.

Yadav’s 51 not out off 25 balls 
against the Netherlands in Syd-
ney and a valiant 68 off 40 against 
South Africa in Perth have helped 
him overtake New Zealand’s Devon 
Conway and Pakistan’s Moham-
mad Rizwan. They had held the 
top spot since 4 September this 
year. Yadav is the 23rd player to 
top the T20I batting rankings and 
only the second Indian to reach No. 
1 in T20 cricket after Virat Kohli, 
who spent 1,013 days at the top in 
different periods from September 
2014 to December 2017. Yadav’s 
tally of 863 rating points is also 
the second-best by an Indian, the 
highest being Kohli’s tally of 897 
in September 2014. New Zealand’s 
Glenn Phillips has moved up five 
slots to reach a career-best seventh 
position after scores of 104 against 
Sri Lanka and 62 against England, 

while South Africa’s Rilee Rossouw 
is another one to enter the top 10 af-
ter scoring 109 against Bangladesh, 
moving up 17 slots to a career-best 
eighth position.

England captain Jos Buttler’s 
knock of 73 against New Zealand 
has lifted him three places to 14th 
position while Afghanistan’s Rah-
manullah Gurbaz (up four places 
to joint-17th), South Africa’s David 
Miller (up two places to 28th), Sri 
Lanka’s Bhanuka Rajapaksa (up 
eight places to 29th), Bangladesh’s 
Liton Das (up two places to 36th) 
and the Australia pair of Mitchell 
Marsh (up two places to 31st) and 
Marcus Stoinis (up two places to 
39th) are among others to move up 
the list.

The latest weekly update, which 
considers performances in match-
es completed by Tuesday, sees Sri 
Lanka spinner Wanindu Hasaran-
ga advance four places to second 
position among bowlers.

Hasaranga, who became No.1 
during the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup last year, has moved back 
towards the top position after 
winning one wicket against New 
Zealand and three against Afghani-

stan. Hasaranga has only three 
points less than Afghanistan 
spinner Rashid Khan.

England seamer Sam Cur-
ran, who grabbed two wickets 
each against New Zealand and 
Ireland during this period, is 
up two places to sixth posi-
tion while South Africa 
quick Anrich Nortje has 
progressed 11 slots to the 
eighth position after 
his haul of four for 10 
against Bangladesh.

New Zealand spinner 
Mitchell Santner has 
moved into the top 10 
while his teammates Trent 
Boult and Tim Southee have 
taken the 12th and 16th posi-
tions, respectively.

South Africa fast bowler 
Lungi Ngidi’s Player of the 
Match effort of four for 29 
against India has lifted him 
11 places to join 28th with In-
dia’s Axar Patel.

India spinner Ravichan-
dran Ashwin (up three places 
to 18th), Pakistan fast bowler 
Mohammad Wasim (up one place 
to 21st).
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