
Ex-Pakistani Prime 
Minister Imran Khan 
on Thursday was in-

jured as a gunman opened 
fire at a campaign truck dur-
ing a long march he was car-
rying out to protest against 
the ruling coalition. Imran 
was immediately rushed to 
a hospital. His party Paki-

stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
termed this as an ‘assassina-
tion attempt’, however, later 
informed that the leader is 
‘safe and stable’. 

Party official Asad Umar 
said Khan was wounded in 
the leg and was not seriously 
hurt. Giving an update on 
Imran’s health, Omar Ayub 
Khan, Additional General 
Secretary PTI tweeted that 
Imran Khan is being operat-

ed upon in Shaukat Khanum 
Hospital in Lahore. “Doctors 
will brief after the operation 
Inshallah. Prayers needed 
for the complete & speedy 
recovery of Khan Sb & all our 
injured colleagues.”

Videos showed the attack-
er, who was overpowered 
and arrested, firing pistol 
shots from below at Imran 
Khan as he stood atop a con-
tainer-truck. The firing took 

place minutes later as he got 
to the roof for his speech. The 
gunman fired from a pistol 
from the left side of where 
Imran Khan was stand-
ing; he could not get close 
enough for a clear shot in a 
tight crowd, reports said

The shooter has been ar-
rested. He was caught by po-
lice for carrying out gunfire 
during PTI long march has 
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PTI says the leader is ‘safe and stable’ in hospital.

In a stern message against 
corruption, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Thursday 
said that those with “vested 
interests will scream” and 

“strangle the institutions” for 
the action taken against the 
corrupt, but the agencies 

need not be “defensive” in 
their job. 

The Prime Minister’s re-
marks came while address-
ing a programme marking 
Vigilance Awareness Week 
of the Central Vigilance 
Commission (CVC). PM 
Modi, in an apparent refer-
ence to the Opposition, said 
that there are some people 

who laud those who are 
sentenced to jail with cor-
ruption charges, adding that 
this situation is “not good for 
society”. 
“We have seen that many 
times the corrupt people 
are glorified in spite of be-
ing jailed even after being 
proven to be corrupt. This 
situation is not good for 

Indian society. Even today, 
some people give arguments 
in favour of the corrupt who 
have been found guilty. It 
is very necessary for such 
people, such forces to be 
made aware of their duty by 
society. In this also concrete 
action taken by your depart-
ment has a big role. There is 

The Election Commission has announced 
the date of Gujarat Assembly Election that 
is to take place in two phases on 1 December 
and 5 December. The result for 182 assembly 
seats will be declared on December 8. 

Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar 
stated that around 324422 new voters would 
be voting for the first time in the forthcoming 

assembly election. Around 50% of the poll-
ing stations are going to have webcasting 
arrangements. Also, to enhance the voting 
experience, around 1274 polling stations will 
be entirely managed by women and PWD 
or Public Works Department will look into 
182 polling stations. Around 33 polling sta-
tions are going to be set up for the first time 
being totally managed by the young polling 
members/ staff. 
“For a better voting experience, 

Voting for bypolls to seven 
assembly seats across six 
states was held on Thursday. 
The polling for Assembly by-
elections in the vacant seats 
spread across the states of 
Maharashtra, Haryana, Bi-
har, Telangana, Odisha and 
Uttar Pradesh passed off 
peacefully. However, the 
Telangana Police had to 
lathi-charge two groups at 
a polling station in Munu-
godu’s Marriguda after both 
the groups alleged that they 

are not from the same village. 
“In Marriguda, two groups 
gathered and alleged against 
each other that they are not 
from the same village. Im-
mediately the police inter-
vened and dispersed the two 
groups. The situation is un-
der control now,” Nalgonda 
SP Rema Rajeshwari said.

The BJP supporters tried 
to stage a protest at a polling 
station in Marriguda alleg-
ing that the TRS party is try-
ing to influence voters.

Bharatiya Janata Party is 
in a fierce contest with re-

dengue on the 
rIse In up, 36 
feared dead
Prayagraj: Dengue 
cases are on the rise in 
Uttar Pradesh’s Prayagaj 
district. at least 36 people 
are feared dead due to 
dengue in Prayagraj so 
far. as per unconfirmed 
reports, over 36 people 
recently lost their lives in 
Prayagraj due to dengue. 
However, no government 
agency is providing official 
data regarding deaths due 
to dengue. Besides, people 
in a large number are still 
suffering from Dengue in 
various parts of Prayagraj. 
The severity of the situation 
that emerged due to the 
outbreak of dengue may be 
understood from the fact 
that a school was ordered 
to close for one day as a 
number of students were 
found suffering from this 
disease. 

vIjay mallya’s 
lawyer urges 
sc to relIeve hIm 
from case
New DelHi: a lawyer 
representing fugitive 
businessman Vijay Mallya 
on Thursday urged the 
Supreme Court to relieve 
him from representing 
Mallya, who is residing in 
the United Kingdom, as he 
is not receiving any com-
munications from him. ad-
vocate eC agarwala told 
a bench of justices D.y. 
Chandrachud and Hima 
Kohli that he has not been 
receiving any instruction 
from Mallya and thus, he 
should be discharged 
from the case. “i want to 
be discharged from this 
matter. i am not receiving 
any instructions...,” he 
said. 

top of the day

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar will pay a two-
day visit to Russia from No-
vember 7 during which he 
will hold discussions with 
his Russian counterpart 
Sergey Lavrov on the entire 
range of bilateral issues and 
exchange views on regional 
and international develop-
ments. 

This will be Jaishankar’s 
first visit to Russia since the 
Ukraine conflict began in 
February this year. “ During 
the visit, EAM will meet his 
counterpart Sergey Lavrov, 
the Foreign Minister of the 
Russian Federation. Discus-
sions are expected to cover 
the entire range of bilateral 
issues as well as exchange 
of views on various regional 
and international develop-
ments,” a Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) release 
said.

Answering queries on 
Jaishankar’s visit to Rus-
sia during the weekly me-

All the victims have been retrieved and no one is missing 
in Morbi bridge collapse tragedy in Gujarat district, the of-
ficial sources said on Thursday. 

At least 135 people were killed and over 100 injured after 
a cable suspension bridge in Morbi town collapsed on Sun-
day, plunging people into the Machchhu river. Earlier on 
Wednesday, the Morbi district administration received the 
information that one person was missing in the tragedy 
but that information has been found to be untrue in the 
police verification, they added. 

The commandant of the National Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF) Prasanna Kumar, citing information from 
district administration, had also said on Wednesday that 
one or two people were missing and the rescue operation 
was still underway.

As many as four of the nine accused in the tragedy have 
been arrested and remanded to police 

On Thursday, Delhiites 
woke up to a thick envelope 
of smog as air quality in the 
national capital and in ad-
joining regions, dipped into 
severe category again.

The Air Quality Index (AQI) 
in the national capital at 8 
am was at 364 (in the ‘Very 
Poor’ category) and at 7 am 
the recorded AQI stood at 
408 (‘Severe’). Unfavorable 
meteorological conditions 
with slower wind speed and 
sudden spike in farm fire in-

cidents are attributed to the 
dip in air quality. 

Noida, which is part of 
the national capital region, 
slipped to an AQI of 393, 
in the ‘very poor’ category, 
while Gurugram’s AQI 
stood at 318 and continued 
to remain in the ‘very poor 

category, as per data released 
by SAFAR (System of Air 
Quality and Weather Fore-
casting And Research) India.

North Delhi Air Quality 
recorded the poorest as al-
most all the stations in the 
region displayed AQI above 

While skipping his date with 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on Thursday Jharkhand 
Chief Minister Hemant 
Soren challenged the agency 
to arrest him instead of send-
ing summons for questioning. 

However, he also sought 
three weeks’ time from the 
ED to appear before the 

agency for his questioning 
in the illegal mining case. 

Talking about the petition, 
senior Jharkhand Mukti 
Morcha (JMM) leader Su-
priyo Bhattacharya said, “...
Yes, definitely we have 
sought time till November 
23 because he cannot go and 
appear before ED right now.”
“Chief Minister always has 
a pre-planned schedule. We 

The Supreme Court on 
Thursday dismissed the 
petition of Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT) terrorist Mohammad 
Arif alias Ashfaq seeking 
a review of the top court’s 
earlier order, upholding the 
death sentence awarded to 
him in connection with the 
2000 Red Fort attack case. 

A bench of Chief Justice 

of India U.U. Lalit with jus-
tices S Ravindra Bhat and 
Bela M Trivedi confirmed 
the death penalty sentenc-
ing to Mohammad Arif 
observing that there was 
a direct attack on the unity, 
integrity and sovereignty of 
India and Arif’s guilt as an 
attacker has been proved. 

The court noted that there 
is nothing on record which 
can be taken to be a miti-
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Senior Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf leaders on Thursday 
said that former Pakistan 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
believes that the attack on 
him in which bullets were 
fired was carried out at 

the behest of three people 
including Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif, country’s 
Interior Minister and a top 
ISI general and his remarks 
were based on information 
he had received. 

“A short while ago, Imran 
Khan told us to issue this 
statement on his behalf. 

He believes there are three 
people on whose behest this 
was done- Shehbaz Sharif, 
Rana Sanaullah and Maj 
Gen Faisal. He said he was 
receiving information and 
is saying this on that basis,” 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) leaders Asad Umar 
and Mian Aslam Iqbal said. 

Rana Sanaullah is Pakistan’s 
Interior Minister and Major 
General Faisal Naseer is Di-
rector General (C) ISI. 

The PTI leaders also said 
that Imran Khan’s condi-
tion is stable and he is out of 
danger.

Asad Umar, who is general 

The suspected assailant caught by police (left). Imran Khan just before the attack (right).

After the shooting incident 
in Pakistan’s Punjab prov-
ince that injured former 
Prime Minister Imran Khan, 
India on Thursday said it is 
keeping a close eye on the 
ongoing developments. 

“It’s a development that 
just took place. We’re closely 
keeping an eye on it and we’ll 
continue to monitor ongoing 
developments,” said MEA 
spokesperson Arindam 
Bagchi on the firing at former 
Pakistan PM Imran Khan’s 
rally in Wazirabad. Imran 
Khan has been injured in a 
firing incident near his con-
tainer in Wazirabad in Paki-
stan’s Punjab province. 

The suspect caught by police in Pakistan for 
opening fire during the PTI’s long march, 
has said he wanted to kill PTI chairman and 
ex-PM Imran Khan because “he was mis-
leading the public,” media reports said.

Imran Khan has been injured in a firing in-
cident near his container in Wazirabad in 
Pakistan’s Punjab province during his long 
march against the ruling coalition, reported 
ARY News. When the police asked why he 
committed the crime, the shooter said, “Im-
ran Khan was misleading people and I could 
not tolerate it so I tried to 
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gating cir-
cumstance 

in favour of the 
review petitioner. 
The suggestion 

that there is a possibility of 
retribution and rehabilita-
tion, is not made out of and 
supported by any material 
on record, it further noted. 
“On the other hand, the 
aggravating circumstances 
evident from the record and 
especially the fact that there 
was a direct attack on the 
unity, integrity and sover-
eignty of India, completely 
outweigh the factors which 
may even remotely be 
brought into consideration 

as mitigating circumstances 
on record,” the court said. 
“Consequently, we do not 
find any merit in the instant 
review petitions, which 
are accordingly dismissed,” 
said the court. 
“When there is a challenge 
to the unity, integrity and 
sovereignty of India by acts 
of terrorism, such acts are 
taken as the most aggravat-
ing circumstances. It is well 
accepted that the cumula-
tive effect of the aggravating 
factors and the mitigating 
circumstances must be tak-
en into account before the 
death sentence is awarded,” 
the court noted in its order. 
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400. Most of the 
stations in the capital 
have an AQI above 300 
with the exceptions of 

a few like Mandir Marg in central 
Delhi. According to data by SAFAR, 
Dhirpur in Model Town plunged to 
an AQI of 457-a level at which even 

healthy people can fall ill. The AQI 
near IGI Airport (T3) also stood in 
the ‘Very Poor’ category today at 346. 
On Wednesday, the AQI in the area 
was recorded 350. 

Amid the deteriorating air quality 
in the national capital, the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Management 

stopped the entry of truck traffic 
into Delhi (except for trucks carry-
ing essential commodities/ provid-
ing essential services and all CNG/
electric trucks). 

As Delhi is forced to breathe the 
toxic air, several residents have re-
ported breathing difficulties, with 

the elderly and schoolchildren 
being the worst hit. Parents also 
have started worrying about their 
school-going children. The National 
Commission for Protection of Child 
Rights (NCPCR) has urged the Delhi 
government to shut schools till air 
quality improves. 

sc upholds death 
penalty for red fort 
attacker 

dia briefing, Ministry of External Affairs 
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi said India’s posi-
tion on the Ukraine conflict has always been clear. 
“Our position on Ukraine- Russia conflict has al-

ways been clear, we want dialogue to focus on bilateral, re-
gional and global issues and that is what, I think, our external 
Affairs minister will be discussing,” he said. 

Jaishankar will also meet Deputy Prime Minister of Rus-
sia and Minister of Trade and Industry Denis Manturov, his 
counterpart for the India-Russia Inter-Governmental Com-
mission on Trade, Economic, Scientific, Technological and 
Cultural Cooperation (IRIGC-TEC).
“Issues pertaining to bilateral economic cooperation in vari-
ous domains will be discussed,” the MEA release said.

said he wanted to kill PTI 
chairman Imran Khan because 
“he was misleading the public,” 
media reports said. 

One of his supporters was feared dead. The 
Punjab police have confirmed that seven 
people were injured and a person was killed 
in the firing incident. As per the police, the 
deceased has been identified as Muazzam 
Nawaz, reported Dawn. 

Faisal Javed Khan, a PTI functionary, who 
was covered in blood because of the injuries 
sustained during the firing incident, said he 
was injured in the “assassination attempt” on 
Imran Khan. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif sought a report from Interior 
Minister Rana Sanaullah. He also directed 
the Interior Minister to get a report from the 
Punjab Chief Secretary and IGP Punjab. 

Pakistan Information Minister Marriyum 
Aurangzeb has urged Punjab police to im-
mediately cordon off the crime scene and 
seal Imran Khan’s container for investiga-
tion purposes. 

PML-N supremo Nawaz Sharif has also 
condemned the firing incident on PTI chief 
Imran Khan and the party members. 

PTI leaders including Senator Faisal Javed, 
former Sindh governor Imran Ismail, Ahmed 
Chatta and Umar Dar were also injured in the 
incident, he added, according to ARY News. 
As the incident took place in Punjab, the 
Chief Minister of the province Parvez Elahi 
instructed the provincial IGP to submit a re-
port after a thorough investigation. 

“Those behind this incident will be brought 
to justice soon and the injured will be pro-
vided the best medical care,” the Chief Min-
ister said.

custody. 
Five  a r e 

still at large. 
Gujarat Police 

had filed a First 
Information Report un-
der IPC sections 304 and 
308 (culpable homicide 
not amounting to murder) 
against the nine people of 
Oreva group, prima facie 

responsible for the bridge 
collapse tragedy. 

Of the four persons in po-
lice custody, two are man-
agers of the Oreva company, 
which threw the bridge 
open for visitors after sev-
en months of maintenance 
works, and the other two 
are fabrication work con-
tractor’s people. 

Meanwhile, Congress 
president Mallikarjun 
Kharge urged Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to pull 
up the Gujarat government 
to come clean on the “slop-
py investigation process” 
in the recent Morbi bridge 
collapse tragedy in which 
135 people were killed and 
over 100 injured. 

n o  n e e d 
for insti-

tutions, which 
work against the 
corrupt and cor-

ruption, to be defensive in 
any way,” PM Modi said. 

Stating that the institutions 
need not work on political 
agenda, PM Modi said that 
it is the government’s job to 
free the common man from 
the problems they are facing. 

“We do not have to work on 
political agenda. But it is our 
job to free the common man 
from the problems they are 
facing. We have to do this 
job. Those who have vested 

interests will scream. They 
will make attempts to stran-
gle the institutions. Attempts 
will be made to defame those 
associated with these institu-
tions. I have been in this sys-
tem for a long time and have 
heard numerous abuses and 
allegations. There is nothing 
left for me. But people know 
the truth and when the time 
comes, they even stand with 
the truth,” he said. 

The Prime Minister fur-
ther urged everyone to walk 
the path of truth to fulfil 
their duties with dedication 
and emphasised, “when you 
take action with conviction, 

the whole nation stands 
with you.” 

The Prime Minister also 
suggested that institutions 
like CVC should keep them-
selves strict as well as incul-
cate awareness among other 
institutions like it to take 
action against corruption 
and those involved in such 
practices. 

The Prime Minister also 
stressed the need “to de-
velop such an ecosystem 
which has zero tolerance for 
corruption”, and that the 
people, as well as the society, 
should be aware of making a 
corruption-free country.  

imran survives ‘assassination’ Bid

morBi tragedy: no one missing, 
all victims retrieved 

People with vested interests 
will scream, agencies need 
not to be defensive: PM Modi

hemant soren skips ed summon, 
says ‘come, arrest me’

informed 
ED about the 
entire schedule - 
State Foundation 

Day on 15 November and 
the anniversary of our State 
Assembly on November 22-
23. Government events will 
continue. We have informed 
them of the schedule till 23 
November,” he further add-
ed. 

ED had sent a notice to 
Chief Minister Soren and 
he was asked to come to the 

zonal office of the agency 
today to answer queries of 
the agency. But Soren did 
not turn up and sent a time 
petition to the federal agency. 
As per sources, the ED has 
not given any response as to 
when the agency intends to 
call him in the wake of the 
request made by him. 

Soren on Thursday was to 
appear before the ED in its 
regional office in Ranchi but 
he skipped his visit. Address-
ing the Jharkhand Mukti 

Morcha ( JMM) workers 
outside his official residence 
before leaving for Raipur to 
attend a tribal festival being 
organized by the Chhat-
tisgarh government, Soren 
urged his party workers to be 
prepared for a long political 
fight against the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP). 
“I have been summoned by 
ED today when I already 
have a programme in Chhat-
tisgarh. If I have committed a 
crime that big, come and ar-

rest me. Why the question-
ing? Security near the ED 
office has increased. Why, 
are you scared of people 
of Jharkhand?” said Soren, 
amidst heavy sloganeering 
in support from his party 
workers. 

Soren said the federal 
agency, as a part of a larger 
conspiracy to destabilize 
his government which got a 
historic mandate in 2019, is 
trying to intimidate them by 
showing muscle power. 

1274 poll-
ing stations will 
be managed en-
tirely by women 

and security staff. Public 
Works Department will 
welcome voters at 182 poll-
ing stations. For the first 
time, 33 polling stations will 
be set up and managed by 
the youngest polling staff,” 
he added. 
Addressing a press con-

ference to make the an-
nouncement of the polling 
dates, Chief Election Com-
missioner Rajiv Kumar said, 

“There were multiple factors 
behind this. Recently a very 
tragic incident occurred 
there (Morbi bridge col-
lapse)- one of the reasons 
why we delayed. Also, there 
was state mourning in the 
state yesterday; so multiple 
factors.” 

When asked about the 
recent tweet by the Con-
gress party stating “The 
Election Commission of 

India is an autonomous 
institution. It conducts fair 
elections”, Kumar said that 
the people who are critical 
also got surprising results. 

“Action and outcome actually 
speak louder than words. 
No matter how much I try 
to make you understand, 
what’s important are the ac-
tions and our correct results. 
Results have shown that 
those who are critical got 
surprising results. People 
question EVM but when re-
sults are in their favour, they 
become silent,” Kumar said.

In the 2017 election, the 
BJP won 99 seats, and Con-
gress 77. This year, the state 
is going to witness a three-
cornered contest, BJP, Con-
gress, and AAP, it is yet to 
see whether the new entrant 
(AAP) will be able to open a 
small vote bank in the state. 
However, the analysts also 
believe with the new entrant, 
the Congress vote share may 
further reduce.

gional parties such as the Telangana Rash-
tra Samithi (TRS), the Rashtriya Janata Dal 

(RJD), the Samajwadi Party (SP), and the Biju 
Janata Dal (BJD) in the Assembly bypolls in seven 
constituencies spread across six states. 

The seven Assembly constituencies where the elections 
were taking place are 166-Andheri East from Maharashtra, 
47-Adampur from Haryana, 93-Munugode from Telangana, 
139-Gola Gokranath from Uttar Pradesh and 46-Dhamnagar 
from Odisha.

The two constituencies of Bihar where the bye-elections are 
being conducted are 178-Mokama and 101-Gopalganj. 

Mokama Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) Anant Kumar Singh 
was disqualified in July after his conviction in a case, while 
BJP’s Subhash Singh, who held the Gopalganj seat, passed 
away in August. The Andheri East, Gola Gokrannath and 
Dhamnagar constituencies, too, fell vacant due to the demise 
of their respective legislators.

new alphaBet 
learning 
method
In a subtle manner, the 
Madhya Pradesh school 
education department is 
introducing a new method 
of learning english alpha-
bets for children through 
traditional Hindu names 
related to the ancient 
civilization. Now, children 
will not learn ‘A for apple’ 
or ‘B for banana’ from 
the basic alphabet books. 
Rather, this is being 
changed to A for ‘Arjun’ 
and B for ‘Balaram’ and 
C for ‘Chanakya’ and so 
on. If children feel curi-
ous about knowing the 
characters, then teachers 
will tell them the history 
related to that nomencla-
ture. The argument given 
for the move is that chil-
dren should have at least 
a little knowledge about 
the old Bharatiya civiliza-
tion. If the move faces any 
criticism from the opposi-
tion Congress, then the 
Shivraj Singh Chauhan 
led government will label 
them as against Indian 
civilization and more 
dependent on the western 
system of education. This 
unique education model 
might be a talking point in 
the upcoming assembly 
election.

reward time 
for civil 
servant? 
Speculations are being 
made in the Lucknow 
power corridor that the 
Collector of Rampur, 
Anjaneyo Singh, might 
get a ticket for the Lok 
Sabha poll of 2024 as a 
reward. He was the first 
one to file a complaint of 
corruption against the 
powerful Samajwadi Neta 
Azam Khan. It was on the 
basis of his complaint 
that he was convicted 
in the court. Mr.Singh is 
actually an officer from 
Sikkim cadre but was 
on deputation in Uttar 
pradesh. Now, the BJP is 
considering fielding the 
collector as a crusader 
against corruption for 
the upcoming Lok sabha 
polls. The aspiring BJP 
local leaders don’t seem 
to be in a mood to accept 
a civil servant as their 
political successor. The 
matter has reached to the 
BJP headquarters in New 
Delhi. The party bosses 
are weighing all the op-
tions before making any 
final decisions.

merger of Jd(u), 
rJd imminent?
The merger of both 
Janata Paribar of Bihar 
is again is on the cards. 
The speculations started 
when, in a joint press 
interaction, Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar referred to 
the deputy Chief Minister 
of RJD Tejeswai Jadav by 
saying that ‘this boy has 
to take the lead in Future’. 
He was responding to 
the charges levelled by 
his former colleague 
and election strategist 
Prashant Kumar about 
him joining the BJP again. 
Questions were raised on 
whether Nitish Kumar 
will leave the post of Chief 
Minister and hand over 
the baton to Tejeswai and 
when? 

on the radar

gautam lahiri

secretary PTI said in a video posted by the 
party, that “the three people should be removed 
from their posts”. 

“I talked to Imran Khan as there were reports we 
were receiving that Imran Khan is in danger. However, he 
said we should leave this to Allah. Imran Khan demanded 
that these three people should be removed from their posts. 
We are waiting for Imran Khan’s nod. If these people are not 
removed there will be countrywide protests,” he said. 

“Imran Khan was shot in the leg. His CT scan has been done. 
If anyone had the slightest doubt it should have been cleared 
today as Imran Khan was saying again and again that he, for 
the freedom of this nation, is ready to sacrifice his life,” he 
added.

The suspect caught by police in Pakistan for opening fire 
during the PTI’s long march, has said he wanted to kill former 
Prime Minister Imran Khan because “he was misleading the 
public,” media reports said.

kill him. I 
tried my best to 
kill him. I tried 
killing only Im-

ran Khan and no one else.”
“I thought of this as there 

was Azaan going on and on 
the other side, Imran Khan 
is taking out his container 
and making noise. My con-
science did not approve 
of this. I decided this sud-
denly... I conspired against 
Imran Khan from the day 
he kicked off his long march 
from Lahore. I made up my 
mind that I will not leave 
him alive,” as per a video of 
the shooter shared on social 
media.

Responding to whether 
there was someone else in 
the conspiracy, the shooter 
said, “I have conspired this 
alone and no one else is in-
volved in this. I came on a 
bike and I parked it at my 
uncle’s shop. He has a mo-

torcycle showroom.”
Giving an update on Im-

ran Khan’s health, Omar 
Ayub Khan, Additional 
General Secretary PTI 
tweeted Imran Khan is be-
ing operated upon in Shau-
kat Khanum Emergency in 
Lahore. “Doctors will brief 
after the operation Inshal-
lah. Prayers needed for the 
complete & speedy recovery 
of Khan Sb & all our injured 
colleagues.”

The Punjab police have 
confirmed that seven people 
were injured and a person 
was killed during the firing 
incident. As per the police, 
the deceased has been iden-
tified as Muazzam Nawaz, 
reported Dawn.

Meanwhile, Pakistan In-
formation Minister Marri-
yum Aurangzeb has urged 
Punjab police to immedi-
ately cordon off the crime 
scene and seal Imran Khan’s 

container for investigation 
purposes.

PML-N supremo Nawaz 
Sharif has also condemned 
the firing incident on PTI 
chief Imran Khan and the 
party members.

Earlier, Faisal Javed Khan, 
a Senator of Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI), who 
was injured in “the firing 
incident” near the container 
carrying Imran Khan dur-
ing the long march, has said 
it was an “assassination at-
tempt” on the former Paki-
stan Prime Minister, accord-
ing to media reports.

PTI said Imran Khan is 
safe and is being taken to the 
hospital.

Faisal Javed Khan, who 
was covered in blood be-
cause of the injuries sus-
tained during the firing inci-
dent, said he was injured in 
the “assassination attempt” 
on Imran Khan.

Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif sought a re-
port from Interior Minister 
Rana Sanaullah. He also di-
rected the Interior Minister 
to get a report from the Pun-
jab Chief Secretary and IGP 
Punjab.

PTI secretary general Asad 
Umar said Imran Khan is 
being shifted to Lahore after 
the firing incident. “Imran 
Khan is being shifted to La-
hore for medical treatment,” 
he said Asad Umar.

PTI leaders including 
Senator Faisal Javed, for-
mer Sindh governor Imran 
Ismail, Ahmed Chatta and 
Umar Dar were also injured 
in the incident, he added, ac-
cording to ARY News.

As the incident took place 
in Punjab, the Chief Minister 
of the province Parvez Elahi 
instructed the provincial 
IGP to submit a report after 
a thorough investigation.

“Those behind this inci-
dent will be brought to jus-
tice soon and the injured 
will be provided the best 
medical care,” the Chief 
Minister said.

The incident took place 
when the Haqeeqi March 
entered Wazirabad. Fol-
lowing the firing, there was 
a stampede. Everyone in-
cluding the PTI leaders on 
the container panicked, the 
reports said.

At the time of the firing, the 
convoy had reached Zafarali 
Khan Chowk, ARY News 
said.

The media reports quot-
ing sources said that there 
are reports of 5 people in-
jured in the firing incident. 
Those injured have been 
shifted to the hospital in 
ambulances, it added. ARY 
News, quoting sources, 
said the alleged shooter has 
been detained. 
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ALLOCATION

NEW SYSTEM

The central government has fixed 
November 15 as a final date for 
nominations from across the states 
for the four MBBS seats allocated 
to the spouses and children of ter-
rorist victims for the academic year 
2022–23 from the central pool. It is 
requested that all applications of eli-
gible candidates under the category 
of civilian terrorist victims be sent to 
the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) 
Counter Terrorism and Counter 
Radicalization (CTCR) division latest 
by November 15, through scanned 
copies of the application along with 
all documents, duly attested by the 
Home Department of the concerned 

state and Union Territories (UTs).
In a letter issued on November 

1 to all Chief Secretaries of states 
and UTs, the MHA has requested 
that the state governments and UT 
administrations give wide public-
ity while inviting applications from 
eligible candidates for the academic 
year 2022-2023 for allocation of 
MBBS/BDS seats from the Central 
Pool for spouses and children of ter-
rorist victims.

In the letter, the MHA stressed to 
ensure that “complete application of 
eligible candidates, in the enclosed 
prescribed format, in duplicate, en-
closing all necessary documents in 
respect of their states and UTs are 
received along with due verification 

and authentication and countersig-
natures of the competent authority”.

The Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare earlier had issued guidelines 
for the allocation of Central pool 
MBBS/BDS seats for spouses and 
children of civilian victims of terror-
ism for the academic year 2022-23.

During the academic year 2022-23, 
the Ministry of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare has allotted four MBBS 
seats from the Central pool for the 
nomination of candidates from the 
category of civilian terrorist victims. 
These four MBBS seats from the 
Central pool will be allotted amongst 
AN Magadh Medical College, Gaya, 
Bihar (one); Grant Medical College, 
Mumbai, Maharashtra (one); and Pt 

JNM Medical College, Raipur, Chat-
tisgarh (two).

Children whose both parents have 
been killed by terrorists are given 
first priority for the MBBS/BDS 
seats of the Central pool followed by 
children of families whose sole bread 
earners have been killed by terror-
ists, and wards of victims with per-
manent disability and serious injury 
caused by terrorist operations.

The MHA, however, made it clear 
in the letter that it is not conducting 
any examination in this regard, men-
tioning “the selection will be made 
on the basis of marks obtained by 
the students in NEET-UG- 2022 and 
possessing necessary educational 
qualifications.”

The Department of School 
Education and Literacy, 
Ministry of Education on 
Thurday released the Perfor-
mance Grading Index (PGI) 
for States/UTs for 2020-21, 
a unique index for evidence-
based comprehensive analy-
sis of school education system 
across State/UTs.

“The Indian Education Sys-
tem is one of the largest in the 
world with about 14.9 lakh 
schools, 95 lakh teachers, 
and nearly 26.5 crore students 
from varied socio-economic 
backgrounds. DoSE&L de-
vised PGI for States/UTs to 
provide insights and data-
driven mechanisms on the 
performance and achieve-
ments of on the success of 
school education across all 
States/UTs. The prime ob-
jective of PGI is to promote 

evidence-based policymak-
ing and highlight course cor-
rection to ensure quality edu-
cation for all. So far, DoSE&L 
has released the PGI report 
for the year 2017-18, 2018-19 
and 2019-20. The present re-
port is for the year 2020-21,” 
read an official statement. 
The PGI structure comprises 
1000 points across 70 indica-
tors grouped into 2 categories 
viz., Outcomes, Governance 
Management (GM). These 
categories are further divided 
into 5 domains, viz., Learning 
Outcomes (LO), Access (A), 
Infrastructure and Facilities 
(IF), Equity (E) and Gover-
nance Process (GP).

As was done in the previous 
years, PGI 2020-21 classified 
the States/UTs into ten grades 
viz., the highest achievable 
Grade is Level 1, which is 
for State/UT scoring more 
than 950 points out of a total 

of 1000 points. The lowest 
grade is Level 10 which is for a 
score below 551. The ultimate 
aim of PGI is to propel States 
and UTs towards undertak-
ing multi-pronged interven-
tions that will bring about the 
much-desired optimal educa-
tion outcomes covering all di-
mensions.

The PGI is expected to help 
States and UTs to pinpoint 
the gaps and accordingly 
prioritize areas for interven-
tion to ensure that the school 
education system is robust 
at every level, informed the 
Ministry.

“A total of 7 States and UTs, 
Viz., Kerala, Punjab, Chan-
digarh, Maharashtra, Guja-
rat, Rajasthan, and Andhra 
Pradesh have attained Level 
II (score 901-950) in 2020-21 
as compared to none in 2017-
18 and 4 in 2019-20. Guja-
rat, Rajasthan and Andhra 

Pradesh are the new entrants 
to the highest achieved level of 
any state so far,” the statement 
added.

The newly formed UT viz., 
Ladakh has made significant 
improvement in PGI from 
Level 8 to Level 4 in 2020-21 
or improved its score by 299 
points in 2020-21 as com-
pared to 2019-20 resulting 
into the highest ever improve-
ment in a single year.

“PGI Scores and grades 
achieved by States/UTs in 
2020-21 bear testimony to 
the efficacy of the PGI sys-
tem. The indicator-wise PGI 
score shows the areas where 
a state needs to improve. The 
PGI will reflect the relative 
performance of all the States/
UTs in a uniform scale which 
encourages them to perform 
better and to adopt best prac-
tice followed by performers,” 
added the statement.

4 MBBS SEATS IN 2022-23 FOR SPOUSE, CHILDREN OF TERRORIST VICTIMS

EDUCATION MINISTRY RELEASES PERFORMANCE 
GRADING INDEX FOR STATES, UTS

DENIED

IN PUNJAB

IN KERALA

The Division Bench of the 
Delhi High Court on Thurs-
day dismissed an appeal 
moved by one Samata Party 
challenging the Election 
Commission of India’s deci-
sion to reserve the election 
symbol “flaming torch” for 
the Shiv Sena Party led by 
Uddhav Thackeray for the 
upcoming Andheri East As-
sembly by-election.

Samta Party had ap-
proached the Division Bench 
challenging the single bench 
order rejecting its petition. 

The Division Bench headed 
by Delhi’s Chief Justice Satish 
Chander Sharma and also 
comprising Justice Subramo-
nium Prasad, found no fault 
in the single bench order and 
dismissed it on Thursday.

Recently, the ECI had allot-
ted the “flaming torch” sym-
bol to the Uddhav group to be 
used in the upcoming And-
heri East by-election.

Earlier, the single bench, 
while passing the order, not-
ed that the Petitioner/Samata 
Party was declared unrecog-
nised by the Election Com-
mission in 2004.

Local farmers in Punjab’s 
Bathinda district expressed 
their dissatisfaction over the 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann-led state government’s 
failure to find an alternative 
to the stubble burning prob-
lem.

Local villager in Punjab’s 
Bhatinda district said, “If 
any officials come to stop us 
from burning the residue on 

the farm, they will be held 
hostage, the government 
can impose as many fines on 
them but we will not pay the 
fine.” Lashing out at the gov-
ernment’s poor uptake to ob-
viate the problem of stubble 
burning, the local farmers 
said, “They are compelled to 
set the stubble on fire every 
year. It is not their hobby to 
do all this. Farmers and their 
families get affected due to 
the stubble smoke first of all.”

They further said that the 
government sees only the 
smoke of stubble.

They also said that the gov-
ernment has not provided 
machines to farmers yet, for 
which they had deposited 
money.

“Lakhs of rupees have been 
deposited for the machines 
for the last year, but the gov-
ernment is not giving the ma-
chines. Then, where should 
the farmer go and if the farm-

ers do not set the stubble on 
fire, what will they do, how 
will the next crop be sown,” 
farmers said.

Earlier, Gaurav Bhatia also 
attacked AAP over a 30 per-
cent increase in the cases of 
stubble burning in Punjab. 
“Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is providing funds to 
the states without any dis-
crimination and rising above 
party politics. The reports 
also prove that Punjab was 

given the maximum amount 
of Rs 1,300 crore and Hary-
ana Rs 693 crore for stubble 
disposal,” Bhatia said.

“Still, on the other hand, 
7,648 cases of stubble burn-
ing were reported in Pun-
jab during the year 2021-22, 
which increased to 10,214 in 
the year 2022-23. Thus, there 
was an increase of 33 percent 
in the incidence of stubble 
burning in Punjab,” Gaurav 
Bhatia said further.

Challenging Kerala Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan, state 
Governor Arif Mohammed 
Khan said on Thursday that he 
would resign if the CM showed 
one example of political inter-
ference by him in the appoint-
ments of the Vice-Chancellor.

While rejecting the chief 
minister’s allegation of political 
interference in this particular 
case, Khan offered to resign if 
Vijayan succeeded in setting 
an example. “He is saying that 
I am doing this (action against 
VCs) to bring in RSS people. If I 
have nominated even one per-
son, not just of RSS, any per-
son, using my authority, then 
I will resign. Will he (CM) be 
able to resign if he is not able to 
prove it?” Khan said, address-
ing the media here in Delhi.

Earlier, Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan lashed out at 
Khan for seeking the resigna-

tion of vice-chancellors of nine 
universities in the state and 
said that the Governor was 
misusing his powers as the 
Chancellor of varsities.

Khan had sought the resig-
nation of VCs at the University 
of Kerala, Mahatma Gandhi 
University, Cochin University 
of Science and Technology, 
Kerala University of Fisheries 
and Ocean Studies, Kannur 
University, APJ Abdul Kalam 
Technical University, Sree 
Sankaracharya University of 
Sanskrit, University of Calicut, 
and Thunchath Ezhuthachan 

Malayalam University.
Notably, the Kerala High 

Court on Monday held that all 
nine vice chancellors of vari-
ous universities can continue 
in their positions until the 
Chancellor issues a final order 
following show-cause notices 
to them earlier today.

CM Pinarayi Vijayan had 
said that the powers and du-
ties conferred on the governor 
by the Constitution are to pre-
serve the dignity of the state, 
the people, and the Constitu-
tion.

“No one who respects de-
mocracy can accept such over-
bearing tendencies. The Office 
of the Governor is not to put 
the state government in crisis 
or to take action against the 
government. The powers and 
duties conferred on the Gov-
ernor by the Constitution are 
to preserve the dignity of the 
State, the people and the Con-
stitution,” he said.

HC dismisses Samata Party 
appeal challenging ECI 

Local farmers hits out at government over 
poor stubble management

'Will resign if CM shows', 
Governor’s open challenge to CM

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

TDG NETWORK
BHATINDA

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

ON POLLUTION 

Union Minister for 
Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change 

Bhupendra Yadav on Thurs-
day expressed deep concern 
over the increasing Air Quali-
ty Index of the national capital 
and said that due to the stub-
ble burning in Punjab, the air 
quality of NCR has reached to 
‘severe’ category.

Speaking to media, Bhu-
pendra Yadav said, “I have 
chaired more than 14 con-
secutive review meetings, 
after May this year regarding 
Delhi’s Air pollution. In terms 
of AQI, there is a lot of differ-
ence. The situation prevailing 
for the last two-three days 
is very worrying. We have 
worked a lot for the manage-
ment of stubble burning.” 
“Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh 
and Haryana have done more 
satisfactory work in the area 
of improving air quality as 

compared with the last year. 
However, the situation of 
stubble burning is worst in 
Punjab as compared to the 
last year,” he added.

“When I had called the 
meeting of environment min-
isters of the country, neither 
any representative nor any 
minister had come from the 
Delhi Government. Two peo-
ple have come from Punjab, 
we also took suggestions from 
all the states. We did not re-

ceive any satisfactory imple-
mentation of the measures 
suggested during the meeting. 
Not only this, if you look care-
fully, whatever resources pro-
vided to Punjab were not used 
properly,” Yadav said.

“I want to say that all the 
stakeholders will have to 
work collectively to deal with 
air pollution. Only then we 
will be able to deal with this 
serious situation,” he added.

Union Minister and BJP 

leader Bhupender Yadav at-
tacked Aam Aadmi Party 
over Punjab farm fires and 
said that as of today, a state 
run by the AAP government 
has seen over a 19 per cent rise 
in farm fires over 2021.

Blaming AAP for rising pol-
lution in the national capital, 
he said, “There is no doubt 
over who has turned Delhi 
into a gas chamber.”

“Sample this: As of today, 
Punjab, a state run by the 
AAP government, has seen 
an over 19 per cent rise in farm 
fires over 2021. Haryana has 
seen a 30.6 per cent drop. Just 
today, Punjab saw 3,634 fires. 
There is no doubt about who 
has turned Delhi into a gas 
chamber,” Yadav tweeted.

Meanwhile, Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) MP Manoj 
Tiwari lambasted the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) govern-
ment saying that the negli-
gence of Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal is fatal for the 

people of the national capital.
Tiwari said, “All people in 

Delhi should protect them-
selves. Everyone should use 
masks. The sad thing is Kejri-
wal ji is not even making any 
effort. He installed a smog 
tower just to show the media 
and today that too is closed.” 
The BJP leader said that Ke-
jriwal claims that each smog 
tower costs Rs 2 crore and 
if 400 such towers were in-
stalled, Rs 800 crore would 
have been spent on giving 
fresh air to Delhiites.

Tiwari added, “What is the 
condition of the children to-
day? What is the condition of 
the laborers who are leaving 
for work in the morning? The 
biggest contribution in this 
entire pollution is of the burn-
ing of stubble in Punjab. Earli-
er AAP used to target Punjab 
for the pollution in Delhi. But 
now that they have a govern-
ment in Punjab, they cannot 
use that as an excise. ”

BJP KEEPS UP HEAT ON AAP
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leaders stage a protest against the Delhi 
Government over the rising level of air pollution in the national capital, at 
Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi on Thursday.

Arif Mohammed.

TOP OF THE DAY

HC UPHOLDS LIFE 
SENTENCES OF 3 
MEN FOR RAPING 
MINOR
NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
High Court on Thursday 
dismissed three appeals 
against life imprison-
ment for raping a minor 
in 2011. One of the ap-
pellants was convicted of 
rape, whereas two others 
were convicted of gang 
rape. The High Court 
upheld the life sentences 
awarded to them by the 
trial court in 2018.The 
victim was first abducted 
by her relative on the pre-
text of getting a gift from 
his company and was 
raped at his residence in 
a semi-conscious state 
on April 8, 2011. When 
the convict was sleeping, 
she escaped from there 
and asked for help on the 
road.

POLICE ARREST 
OWNER, 
CONTRACTOR IN 
NARELA FACTORY 
FIRE
NEW DELHI: Delhi 
police have arrested the 
owner and a contractor 
of the footwear factory in 
Narela Industrial Area, 
where a fire broke out the 
previous day, leaving two 
dead and 18 injured.The 
persons arrested in this 
connection were factory 
owner Sahil Garg and 
contractor Vasudev Yadav. 
On Tuesday, Delhi Police 
registered a case under 
sections of the Indian 
Penal Code against the 
owner of a footwear fac-
tory in Narela following a 
fire incident.

 PRESIDENT VISITS 
KIGWEMA VILLAGE, 
KOHIMA WAR 
CEMETERY
KOHIMA: President 
Droupadi Murmu 
on Thursday visited 
Kigwema village on the 
second day of her visit 
to Nagaland before her 
departure to Dimapur.
She was accompanied by 
Governor Prof. Jagdish 
Mukhi, Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio, and other 
dignitaries. During her 
visit, the President 
interacted with the Vil-
lage Council members, 
Self-Help Groups (SHGs), 
and the agriculturists 
at Kigwema Village 
Council Hall.She visited 
exhibition stalls set up 
by the SHGs, where the 
Kigwema womenfolk 
demonstrated the tra-
ditional way of weaving 
and displayed varieties of 
agricultural products.

PLEA TO IMPLEAD 
TWITTER’S ELON 
MUSK FILED 
BEFORE DELHI 
HIGH COURT
NEW DELHI:  A plea was 
moved before the Delhi 
High Court to implead 
Elon Musk as a respon-
dent in an ongoing matter 
related to the suspen-
sion of the account of a 
woman user. Musk took 
over Twitter last month. 
The plea, moved on behalf 
of Dimple Kaul, has been 
listed for hearing before 
the bench of Justice Yas-
hwant Varma on Friday. 
The plea moved through 
advocate Mukesh Sharma 
has sought an order 
allowing the present 
application by impleading 
Elon Musk as Respondent 
No.3 in the petition.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

GUIDELINES

10 DOs & DON’Ts 
DURING SMOG
n  Understand the importance and severe impact 

of Smog on your health: Many people do not un-
derstand the seriousness, health hazards, severe 
harmful effects caused due to smog conditions. 
Breathing in a severe smog environment can 
reduce your life span by 7 years.

n  Stay indoors as much as you can: Avoid going out 
during peak hours. For kids, do not send them 
to school and playgrounds during severe smog 
levels. For adults, do not exercise outdoors and, if 
possible, try to avail an opportunity to work from 
home.

n  Keep yourself hydrated: Drink a lot of water and 
fluids and keep yourself hydrated. Water helps 
in detoxifying air pollutants and helps your body 
flush them out of your system.

n  Eat healthy food - Include honey, Basil leaves, 
etc., in your diet to boost your immune system.

n  Use public transport during peak smog time: 
Avoid driving your vehicle as much as you can. 
This will help in fewer vehicles on the road and 
thus will help reduce pollution on the roads gen-
erated by vehicles.

n  Avoid going to construction sites or places where 
there is a lot of dust.

n  Do not burn crackers: Crackers produce a lot 
of noise and air pollution. The harmful smoke 
generated by bursting crackers is extremely bad 
for our health. However happy and excited you 
are during festivals/weddings etc., do not burst 
crackers.

n  Wear pollution masks when going outdoor: Pol-
lution masks are easily available both offline and 
online. Use a mask with N95 or N99 level. Wear-
ing mask will protect you better in this severe 
situation.

n  Buy an Air purifier: Buy an air purifier for your 
home. It is the best way to flush out the bad air of 
your house and keep your house clean. You should 
always buy a good air purifier depending upon the 
coverage it provides the size of your room.

n  Keep Indoor Plants: It is the most natural way 
to keep your air clean in and around your house. 
Plants help in reducing air pollutants and gener-
ate clean air.



4 nation the daily guardian review
friday |  04 november 2022
new delhi

RETD SUBEDAR 
GETS BAIL IN 
SEXUAL ASSAULT 
CASE
NEW DELHI: A Delhi 
court granted bail to a re-
tired Army subedar, who 
was arrested for allegedly 
posing as a policeman 
and sexually assaulting a 
19-year-old woman at a 
park in the Dwarka area 
of the national capital. 
The additional sessions 
judge of the Dwarka 
court, Lokesh Kumar 
Sharma, in an order on 
November 1, Tuesday, 
granted bail to Rajesh 
Kumar Malik, saying 
that after considering 
all the facts and circum-
stances of the case, the 
examination of the public 
witnesses, and no previ-
ous involvement of the 
accused in any criminal 
case, and also keeping in 
view the period of incar-
ceration that the accused 
has already served, he 
was granted bail on a per-
sonal bond of Rs. 25,000 
with one surety. 

COURT GRANTS 
CUSTODY PAROLE 
TO ACCUSED FOR 
EXAM
NEW DELHI: A Delhi 
court on Wednesday 
granted custody parole to 
accused Gaurav Laura, 
allowing him to appear 
in the class 12 exam in 
Jhajjar, Haryana, on No-
vember 5 and 9. Gaurav 
Laura is an accused in the 
Sagar Dhankar murder 
case. Olympian wrestler 
Sushil Kumar is one of 
the 18 accused in the 
case. Additional Sessions 
Judge (ASJ) Shivaji Anand 
of Rohini Court granted 
custody parole to Gaurav 
Laura from 12 p.m. to 
6 p.m. to appear in the 
class 12 exam on Novem-
ber 5 and 9, 2022.

SC JUNKS PLEA TO 
RENAME BOMBAY 
HIGH COURT
NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Thursday 
dismissed a petition 
seeking directions to 
change the name of the 
Bombay High Court to 
Maharashtra High Court. 
A bench of Justices An-
iruddha Bose and Vikram 
Nath refused to entertain 
the petition, saying these 
are issues for lawmakers 
to decide. The plea was 
filed by VP Patil, who had 
served as a judge for 26 
years, seeking direction 
to the authorities to take 
effective steps for imple-
mentation of a clause 
of the Maharashtra 
Adaptation of Laws (State 
and Concurrent Subjects) 
Order, 1960, for the con-
servation and preserva-
tion of the distinct culture, 
heritage, and traditions 
of the people of Maha-
rashtra.

TWO 
APPREHENDED 
FOR LIQUOR 
SMUGGLING
NEW DELHI: A team of 
the special staff of the 
Delhi Police apprehended 
two liquor smugglers. 
Both accused used to 
smuggle liquor from 
Delhi to Bihar, as Bihar is 
a liquor-banned state. On 
a tip of secret informa-
tion, they arrested both 
accused, carrying 2112 
bottles of 90 ml each and 
six wooden doors. The li-
quor was hidden between 
wooden doors.

TOP OF THE DAY
REPORT

1984 Anti-Sikh Riots: 
Supreme Court takes 
SIT on record

Senior Advocate H.S. Phoolka 
on Thursday apprised the Su-
preme Court about the sham 
trial that has taken place in the 
1984 cases.

Senior Advocate Phoolka 
cited the SIT report, which 
was filed on November 29, 
2019. According to the SIT 
report, in FIR No. 433/84 PS 
Kalyanpuri, while the police, 
after clubbing various cases, 
sent a challan in respect of 
the murder of 56 persons, the 
trial court framed charges 
only in respect of the killing of 
5 persons, and no change was 
made in respect of the remain-
ing murders. The report stated 
that witnesses appeared before 
the court and gave evidence 

about the killings of their near 
and dear, but since no charge 
was framed in respect of the 
rest of the murderers/accused 
persons, the testimony of the 
witnesses went to waste and 
nobody was punished.

The report also stated that 
it is not known why charges 
were framed for only five 
murders and not 56, or why 
the trial court did not order a 
separate trial for each incident 
of crime.

It is also seen from the pe-
rusal of judgments found in 
these files that, when the wit-
ness stated in the court that 
she had seen the incident and 
could identify the culprits, the 
public prosecutor did not even 
ask her to identify the rioters 
out of several accused persons 
present in the court.
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LOSS

Woman dies after 
battling for life 
following gang-rape

A woman who was allegedly 
gang raped in Rajasthan's 
Ajmer district last month 
died during treatment at a 
hospital on Wednesday, po-
lice said.

The police have not reg-
istered any FIR of rape so 
far, despite her father's 
complaint in this regard to 
the police on the day after 
the crime. The father of the 
23-year-old victim alleged 
that his daughter had been 
kidnapped by one history-
sheeter named Shyam Lal 
Dangoria on October 27 
night and was gang-raped 
by him and his companions 
in a hotel. She was also beat-
en by the accused, he said.

The accused and one of his 
acquaintances fled from the 
spot after admitting the vic-
tim on October 28 morning 
at JLN hospital, where she 
died on November 2 after 
battling for her life for six 
days.

The police registered a case 
of attempted murder against 
Shyam Lal under section 
307 of the IPC at Clock Tow-
er Police Station on October 
28 based on the statement 
of the victim's father, SHO 
Mahavir Sharma said.

However, the police did not 
include section 376 of rape in 
the FIR.

On Wednesday, people 
refused to take her body, de-
manding the police imme-
diately arrest the accused. 
Subsequently, the police 

arrested the accused and 
incorporated section 302 of 
murder in the FIR against 
the accused.

However, section 376 of 
IPC for rape has not been 
included even after the vic-
tim's death.

The police said that the 
allegations of gang rape lev-
elled by the victim's father 
were being inquired and 
more sections if required 
would be included in the 
FIR on the basis of the in-
quiry report.

Ajmer Deputy Superin-
tendent of Police Chhavi 
Sharma told media on 
Wednesday that if required 
after getting the report, sec-
tion 376 of rape would be in-
cluded in the FIR. The vic-
tim was unconscious when 
she was admitted to hospital 
in a serious condition on Oc-
tober 28, and she underwent 
brain surgery the next day 
but she died on November 
2, she added.

Meanwhile, the opposition 
BJP has flayed the Ashok 
Gehlot-led Congress govern-
ment in Rajasthan over the 
issue. BJP alleged that the 
state's law and order situ-
ation deteriorated during 
Congress rule.

On the other hand, Cabi-
net minister Pratap Singh 
Khachariyawas claimed that 
the law and order situation 
is good in Rajasthan. BJP has 
no issue because they have a 
guilty conscience due to in-
flation in the country and 
are unable to face the public, 
he added.
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SENT BACK HOME

30 foreign nationals deported for overstaying in Delhi

A total of thirty foreign na-
tionals were deported from 
the Dwarka area of Delhi, 
said officials on Thursday.

The foreign nationals were 
nabbed in a joint operation, 
and under the continu-
ous crackdown on illegally 

staying foreign nationals in 
Dwarka District, the teams 
of AATS, Anti-Narcotics 
Cell, PS Uttam Nagar, and PS 
Mohan Garden, Dwarka Dis-
trict, were under the overall 
supervision of DCP Dwarka. 
Out of the 30 deported per-
sons, 27 were Nigerian na-
tionals, two held Ivory Coast 
nationalities, and one was an 

Ivoirienne national.
"They were found overstay-

ing in India without a valid 
Visa. They were produced 
before the FRRO who or-
dered for their deportation. 
Accordingly, they have been 
sent to the Detention Centre," 
read an official statement.

Earlier on October 29, 
India deported to Bangla-

desh 8 Bangladeshi nation-
als who had entered India 
without valid documents. 
The officials had deported 
the eight Bangladeshi na-
tionals, including a woman, 
through legal procedures 
via the international border 
point at Sutarkandi in As-
sam's Karimganj district. 
The Bangladeshi nationals 

had entered India without 
valid documents from dif-
ferent parts of Assam at dif-
ferent times.

The Bangladeshi nationals 
were arrested in different 
parts of the state, and they 
were lodged at detention 
camps in the Cachar, Karim-
ganj, and Kamrup districts of 
the state in the past few years.
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WOMIEN SAFETY

The Delhi Commis-
sion for Women has 
issued a summons 

to the Delhi Police after 
five out of seven Uzbek 
girls who had complained 
about trafficking and sexu-
al exploitation in India went 
missing from a private shel-
ter home. The Commission 
had received a complaint 
about an international traf-
ficking and prostitution 
racket from seven women 
belonging to Uzbekistan.

DCW Chief Ms. Swati 
Maliwal stated, "Seven Uz-
bek girls exposed a big in-
ternational racket involving 
trafficking and sex slavery. 
Delhi Police registered an 

FIR, but all accused per-
sons were not arrested, and 
the girls' passports were not 
recovered from the traffick-
ers. With great difficulty 
and after going through a 
horrific ordeal, these girls 
managed to escape. 

The girls had alleged that 
the traffickers had followed 
them with a gun as well! 
Now, five of the seven girls 
have gone missing from 
the shelter home. I am con-
cerned that the traffickers 
may have orchestrated this 
since all of them are yet to 
be arrested. I have issued a 
summons to the Delhi Po-
lice. I want them to produce 
these 5 girls before the com-
mission, ensure the arrests 
of all traffickers, and re-
cover the girls' passports. 

Strongest action should be 
taken against such interna-
tional sex rackets operating 
in the capital." According to 
DCW Chief Ms. Swati Mali-
wal, the Uzbek women al-
lege that they were brought 
to India on the pretext of 
providing jobs, but when 
they arrived here, they were 
forced into prostitution and 
sexual slavery. They fur-
ther said that some of them 
were brought to Delhi via 
Nepal and some directly to 
India on a tourist visa and 
a medical visa at different 
times. They alleged that for 
those who were brought 
via Nepal, their passports 
and other documents were 
snatched away in Nepal 
itself, and then they were 
brought to Delhi, while for 

other women who were 
brought to Delhi on a medi-
cal visa, their passports and 
other documents were tak-
en away by the traffickers 
after arriving in India.

The Commission issued 
a notice to the Delhi Po-
lice in the matter, inform-
ing them that an FIR u/s 
65/384/323/506/120B/370 
IPC was registered at PS 
Chanakyapuri and that 
three other accused were 
also arrested. However, 
the girls had named 10 ac-
cused, and seven of them 
were yet to be arrested. The 
girls desperately needed 
their documents to go back 
to their country, but Delhi 
police were unable to ar-
range the same. 

Also, the girls were sent to 

a shelter, where they have 
been residing since then. 

Now, the Commission has 
learned that five girls have 
been missing from the shel-
ter home for the past few 
days.

The Commission has 
taken this matter very seri-
ously and has issued sum-
mons to the DCP, New Del-
hi, seeking an action taken 
report on the matter. 

The Commission has 
sought a copy of the FIR 
registered in the matter 
of the missing girls, along 
with details of the steps 
taken by police to trace and 
recover the missing girls. 
The Commission has also 
sought to know the status 
of the arrests of all the ac-
cused.

DCW SUMMONS POLICE AS UZBEK GIRLS 
GO MISSING FROM SHELTER HOME
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THRASHED

TEACHERS BOOKED FOR PUNISHING STUDENT 
FOR BHARAT MATA KI JAI SLOGAN IN GUNA

State home minister Narot-
tam Mishra has said that 
an FIR has been registered 
against the two teachers 
who punished a student 
as he raised the slogan 
'Bharat Mata Ki Jai' after 
the school assembly.

Mishra made the remark 
while talking to media per-
sons in Bhopal on Thurs-
day. He said that as soon 
as the matter came to his 
attention, he immediately 
spoke to the officials. They 
told him that the FIR was 
registered against both 
teachers.

According to the FIR 
copy, a case was registered 
under sections 323, 506, 
and 34 of the IPC and Sec-
tion 75 of the Juvenile Jus-
tice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Act against Jus-
tin and Jasmeena Khatun.

On the other hand, Con-
gress retaliated on the mat-
ter. Congress spokesperson 

Abbas Hafeez said that 
schools should not be dens 
of politics. "I think it is not 
right to lodge an FIR. Slo-
gans are being raised for 
the support of the country, 
it should not be stopped. 
Every school has its own 
rules, it is right to raise 
slogans somewhere and it 
is wrong somewhere, but 
it should not stop slogans 
in support of the country. 
If someone is doing some-
thing against the support 
of the country, then there 

is an agency and the gov-
ernment should keep an 
eye and take action. But I 
don't think it is right to file 
an FIR against the teacher. 
They could have been ad-
vised."

The incident occurred at 
Christ Senior Secondary 
School in the Guna district 
on Wednesday. It, however, 
came to light on Thursday 
after the family members 
and a few social organisa-
tions staged a protest in 
front of the school cam-

pus. The social organisa-
tion also organised 'Hanu-
man Chalisa Path' to mark 
their protest against the 
incident.

The victim student, Sh-
ivansh Jain, said, "After the 
national anthem I raised a 
slogan 'Bharat Mata Ki Jai', 
in the meantime, Justin sir 
came, he took me out of 
the line and said, 'what 
are you saying, go to the 
father' after that my Hindi 
teacher came said to go to 
your class teacher. When I 
meet the class teacher, she 
said that I should raise it at 
home".

"After that, I reached 
the classroom. One of my 
classmates has been cho-
sen as vice-captain of the 
red house on which my 
class teacher, Jasmeena 
Khatun said that one boy 
is making the class proud 
and I am tarnishing the 
class's name. After that 
ma'am made me sit on the 
ground for the next four 
periods," he added.

IN THE COURTS
JUDGE GRANTS TIME TO 
DECIDE ON SATYENDER JAIN'S 
BAIL PLEA
NEW DELHI: The District Judge of Rouse 
Avenue Court granted more time to the 
Sessions Court to decide on Delhi Minister 
Satyender Jain's and two others' bail petitions 
in the PMLA case. An earlier district judge, 
while transferring the case to another judge, 
had fixed the time frame, which was about 
to end. The District and Session Judge Vinay 
Kumar Gupta on Thursday noted that the ED 
recently took an adjournment in the matter 
due to the non-availability of Additional Solici-
tor General (ASG) S.V. Raju. Now the matter is 
next scheduled for a hearing on 7 November. 
The District Judge, while granting more time 
to the Sessions Court to decide this bail plea, 
ordered that the pending arguments of the ED 
and the rebuttal arguments of the petitioners 
be concluded by 11 November, 2022. The court 
also hoped that Special Judge Vikas Dhull 
would pass the order on the bail plea as soon 
as possible.

APPROPRIATE SECURITY AT 
RESIDENCE OF SUBRAMANIAN 
SWAMY: CENTRE TO HC
NEW DELHI: The Central Government informed 
the Delhi High Court on Thursday that the 
security agencies are satisfied that appropriate 
arrangements have been made for ensuring 
the safety and security of former Rajya Sabha 
MP Dr Subramanian Swamy, considering the 
fact that he is a Z category protectee. In view of 
the submissions, the senior counsel for Sub-
ramanian Swamy assured the court that the 
petitioner will vacate government accommoda-
tion on Saturday under the intimation to the 
estate officer. Justice Yashwant Varma noted 
the submission made by Additional Solicitor 
General (ASG) Sanjay Jain that all arrange-
ments for ensuring the safety and security of 
former Rajya Sabha MP Subramanian Swamy 
have been made at his private residence. The 
submission was made on the application 
moved by Dr. Swamy that the centre has failed 
to make security arrangements at his private 
residence.

CONVICTED FORMER MP  
ANAND MOHAN GRANTED  
PAROLE
SAHARSA: Gangster-turned-politician and 
ex-MP Anand Mohan, convicted in the murder of 
the Gopalganj district magistrate, was recently 
granted parole for 15 days, by a local court in Bi-
har. According to sources, Anand Mohan has been 
granted parole, reportedly for a personal event. 
Anand Mohan was serving life imprisonment 
in Saharsa jail in a case of lynching the District 
Magistrate of Gopalganj, G. Krishnayya. As per re-
ports, the case pertains to 1994, when Krishnayya 
was killed when his car was attacked during the 
funeral procession of a gangster named Chotan 
Shukla. Anand Mohan was part of the procession, 
and Muzaffarpur police had charge-sheeted him 
for provoking the supporters to commit the crime. 
Earlier in September, the convicted strongman of 
Rashtriya Janta Dal (RJD), Anand Mohan, came 
to the fore when a photograph in which he can be 
seen flanked on either side by wife Lovely Anand 
and son Chetan Anand, who is an RJD MLA, went 
viral two days after the visit.

ARMY TRIBUNAL CLEARS 9 LOW 
MEDICAL CATEGORY OFFICERS 
FOR PROMOTION
NEW DELHI: After the Armed Forces Tribunal 
ordered that even lower medical officers should 
be considered for elevation, the Indian Army 
considered such officers, and nine of them have 
made it to the rank of Colonel from Lieutenant 
Colonel. On 21 September of this year, at the 
Principal Bench of the Armed Forces Tribunal, 
these officers of the rank of Lieutenant Colonel 
were reconsidered by a selection board for pro-
motion to the next higher rank of Colonel. "As per 
the result of said selection board processing de-
classified two days ago, all of those nine officers 
except one have been declared fit for promotion, 
and it is expected that now the promotion order 
for their physical assumption of the higher rank 
will follow soon," their counsel, Colonel Indra 
Sen Singh, told the press. The Armed Forces 
Tribunal had allowed a bunch of 17 petitions filed 
by army officers of the ranks of Colonel and Lieu-
tenant Colonel claiming promotion to the ranks 
of Brigadier and Colonel, respectively.

Shivansh Jain
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India's largest Wind Turbine 
Generator (WTG), which 
was just inaugurated in Gu-
jarat, India, is 200 metres 
tall and dominates the shore-
line of Mundra. The 5.2 MW 
WTG is the first addition to 
ANIL's (Adani New Indus-
tries Ltd.) product line now 
that the final blade is in place. 
This Mundra Windtech Lim-
ited (MWL) prototype has 
blades that are larger than 
the wingspan of a Boeing 
747 and is taller (182 metres) 
than the Statue of Unity, the 
highest statue in the world.

At least for generating 
wind energy, size does mat-
ter. A wind turbine's ability 
to generate renewable en-
ergy will increase with size 
and power. The capabilities 
of this wind turbine proto-
type are being pushed by 
MWL. It is the longest in the 
nation at 78m, with blades 
that are longer than a jumbo 
jet's wingspan. 

IN GUJARAT

COUNTRY’S 
LARGEST 
WIND TURBINE 
COMMISSIONED
TDG NETWORK
MUNDRA 
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TOP OF THE DAY

5 SMARTPHONES 
SEIZED FROM 
GANGSTERS IN 
SANGRUR JAIL
SANGRUR : The police 
recovered five smartphones 
from gangsters during a 
raid in Punjab’s Sangrur jail 
on Thursday morning, the 
police said. Five smart-
phones were recovered 
from B and C-category 
gangsters from the high-
security zone of the jail, they 
added. Sim cards were in-
stalled in four smartphones, 
while one smartphone was 
without a sim card. The po-
lice led by superintendent of 
police (SP) Palvinder Singh 
Cheema including five 
deputy superintendents of 
police (DSPs), seven SHOs 
and over 100 policemen 
today conducted the raid in 
the jail at around 10 am.  

HARYANA TO 
GET AWARD FOR 
BEST STATE IN 
AGRIBUSINESS
CHANDIGARH: Haryana 
will be awarded the best 
state for agribusiness 
this year. According to 
the state’s information 
department, the award will 
be formally conferred on 
November 9 at an event to 
be held in New Delhi. The 
award is being presented 
by ICFA (Indian Council of 
Food and Agriculture). In-
dian Chamber of Food and 
Agriculture is the apex body 
in India, working on busi-
ness, policy and develop-
ment agenda and serving 
as a global platform for 
trade facilitation, partner-
ships, technology and 
agribusiness services.   

HARYANA RTS 
PANEL SLAPS  
FINE OF 40,000  
ON TEHSILDAR
CHANDIGARH:  Haryana 
Right to Service Commis-
sion is making continuous 
efforts to ensure that the 
benefits of the notified 
services reach the last 
person standing in queue 
in a time bound man-
ner. The Commission is 
making strenuous efforts 
to ensure that people 
availing services should 
not face any inconvenience. 
In a recent case, the 
Commission, while taking 
strict action on the then 
Tehsildar, Bahadurgarh  
Kaban Lakra, imposed a 
fine of Rs 20,000 each case 
(total Rs. 40,000) for delay 
in furnishing the mutation 
for two registries of the 
complainant.

PUNJAB VIGILANCE 
ARRESTS PATWARI, 
BOOKS ASI FOR 
TAKING BRIBE
CHANDIGARH: The Punjab 
Vigilance Bureau (VB) 
during its ongoing cam-
paign against corruption 
on Wednesday arrested a 
revenue Patwari for taking 
bribe of Rs 3,500 and regis-
tered a bribery case against 
an Assistant Sub Inspector 
(ASI) of Police for demand-
ing and accepting bribe Rs 
30,000. Disclosing this here 
today, an official spokesper-
son of the VB said Patwari 
Bhagwan Das was arrested 
on the basis of complaint 
lodged at Punjab Chief 
Minister’s anti-corruption 
online complaint number by 
the complainant Balwinder 
Singh resident of village 
Ballran, Sangrur district. 

As many as 1078863 lakh 
candidates will appear in 
Common Entrance Test 
(CET) to be held in four 
shifts on November 5-6 in 
Haryana. In each shift on an 
average around 2.80 lakh 
candidates will appear for 
the examination. Around 
11.36 lakh candidates have 
registered for the CET exam. 
This includes about 6.83 
lakh male candidates and 
about 4.38 lakh female can-
didates. There are around 
9700 physically disabled 
candidates. It was apprised 
in a meeting held under the 
chairmanship of the Chief 
Secretary Sanjeev Kaushal 
that the admit card down-
load for CET has started 
from Thursday. 

Bhopal Singh Khadri, 
the Chairman of Haryana 
Staff Selection Commission 
(HSSC)  said that all arrange-
ments have been made by the 
state government to ensure 
smooth and cheating free 
conduct of CET (Common 
Eligibility Test) examina-
tion. Further he added that 
coordinators have also been 
appointed in the respective 
districts. Besides this, NTA 
agency has appointed ob-
servers to check the cheating 
in the examination. These 
appointed observers have 
been taken from outside the 
state.

The free transport facil-
ity will be provided to the 
candidates who have been 
going to appear in the CET 
exam on November 5 and 6, 
2022. Free travel facility will 
also be provided to one fam-
ily member of the aspirant 
who has been going to as-
sist the female candidate to 
the examination centre. The 
concerned family member 
will have to produce Parivar 
Pahchan Patra while avail-
ing the advantage of free 
travel facility.The arrange-
ments have been made by 
the Transport Department to 
take the candidates from the 
nearest sub-divisional bus 
stand or the nearest district-
level bus stand to the near-
est sub-divisional bus stand 
or district-level bus stand of 
the concerned examination 
centre. For this, the Haryana 
government has arranged 
13,700 buses. A total of 82 
routes have been identified 
from one district to another 
and from one sub-division to 
another.

100 minutes have been 
given to mark 100 questions 
in the CET examination. 
However, additional 5 min-
utes will be given to the can-
didates to fill the 5th option. 

Thus the total time of the 
exam will be 105 minutes. 
On November 5 and 6, the 
exam will be held in 2 shifts. 
The timing of the morning 
exam will be from 10 am to 
11:45 am. 

HSSC CET EXAM 2022

Haryana to provide 
free transport to 
CET candidates
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH 

As many as 10 lakh Ag-
niveers are ready to serve 
the borders to protect In-
dia while another 10 lakh 
youths will get government 
jobs in near future through 
Mission Rozgar, thanks to 
the efforts of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, said Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath during an 
election rally in Himachal 
Pradesh on Wednesday.

The Chief Minister held 
election rallies in the 
Hamirpur, Mandi and So-
lan districts of the state. 

Adityanath emphasized the 
government’s commitment 
to make India a developed 
country where the interests 
of all the soldiers, the youth, 
the women, the divyang and 
the old — are protected and 
the entire population expe-
riences prosperity together; 
the heritage is respected 
and conserved; as well as 
the integrity of the country 
is maintained while all the 
remnants of slavery are done 
away with as part of Pancha 
Pran, which PM Modi an-
nounced from the ramparts 
of the Red Fort on the occa-
sion of Independence Day.

Yogi said that the demoli-

tion of a monument after 
500 years to build a grand 
Ram temple in Ayodhya 
bears testimony to the re-
spect being accorded to In-
dia’s heritage today which 
was missing during Con-
gress rule, a party that ruled 
the country for 55 years.

Yogi hit out at the Congress 
for not having conservation 
of heritage on its agenda and 
listed out the Modi Govern-
ment’s efforts to renovate 
several temples including 
Kashi Vishwanath, Ma-
hakaal in Ujjain, Mathura 
and Vrindavan as well as 
Kedarnath Dham.

“Congress Party never re-

spected India’s heritage. You 
could not have imagined 
the construction of the Ram 
temple in Ayodhya under 
a Congress regime. Today 
construction of a grand Ram 
Temple is going on a war 
footing in Ayodhya,” he said.

The Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister further remarked 
that the Prime Minister has 
always respected soldiers 
and has been committed to 
protecting their interests 
and that’s why he launched 
the long pending demand for 
the “One Rank One Pension 
scheme” for them while Con-
gress Party never showed 
any respect for soldiers.
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UP CM YOGI SAYS

‘10 lakh Agniveers ready to serve borders; 
Centre to provide 10 lakh more govt jobs’

Aam Aadmi Party’s conve-
ner and Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal held a 
roadshow in Solan. During 
the roadshow, ETT Tet pass 
teachers of Punjab stopped 
Kejriwal’s convoy by pro-
testing. The protesters threw 
papers at Delhi CM. Kejriwal 
said that all these were goons 
of the Mafia’s party.

Arvind Kejriwal returned 
after giving a five-minute 
speech. The police forc-
ibly removed the protesters. 
ETT Tet pass teachers said 
that the AAP had promised 
before the elections that all 
financial benefits would be 
given to them. But after com-
ing to power, the government 
did not keep its promise.

On the other hand, BJP Se-
nior leader Sambit Patra held 
a press conference in Shimla 

and lambasted at Congress. 
Sambit Patra raised the 
question and said that Why 
Congress National President 
Mallikarjun Kharge did not 
come to Himachal. Senior 
BJP leaders are coming to 
Himachal. From the Prime 
Minister to the ordinary BJP 
workers are also in Him-
achal. They have come here 
to shower their love. The BJP 
government in Himachal 
is going to be formed with 
a thumping majority. PM 
Narendra Modi has always 
had a special attachment to 
Himachal. On Friday, BJP 
national president JP Nadda 
will release the BJP’s vision 
document.

BJP national spokesperson 
Sambit Patra said that Con-
gress can guarantee the old 
corruption scheme. Anand 
Sharma himself is also re-
jecting the guarantee of the 
Old Pension Scheme (OPS). 

IN SOLAN

Papers hurled towards 
Kejriwal, protesters 
disrupt rally in Solan
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While taking yet another piv-
otal step towards ensuring 
maximum use of information 
technology, the Haryana Chief 
Minister today directed the of-
ficers of Drone Imaging and 
Information Services of Hary-
ana Limited (DRIISHYA) 
to do the work developing 
anti-drone technology. Apart 
from this, sensors should also 
be procured for mapping to be 
done up to 15 meters under the 
ground from drones, directed 
Haryana CM.

Manohar Lal, who is also 
the Chairman, DRIISHYA 
said this while presiding 

over the third meeting of the 
Board of Directors of DRI-
ISHYA held here today.

He directed the officers 
to complete the process of 
taking permission for flying 
drones from the Director-
ate General of Civil Avia-
tion, Government of India at 
the earliest. The services of 
experienced people associ-
ated with aviation should be 
taken by DRISHYA, said the 
Chief Minister.

Manohar Lal was apprised 
that DRIISHYA has done a 
successful survey of Khanak 
mines using a fixing wing 
drone (F-90) for volumetric 
analysis in the mining areas 
of Bhiwani district, Dadam 

and Khanak.  With this, large-
scale mapping work has also 
been done in Sector 15-A and 
Sector 75 of the Faridabad and 
Rakhigadhi Heritage area of 
Hisar district.

The Chief Minister was 
apprised that apart from the 
revenue department, the use 
of drones should also be en-
sured in other departments 
like Urban Local Bodies, 
Power, Disaster Manage-
ment, Mining, Forest, Traf-
fic, Town and Country Plan-
ning, and Agriculture. This 
will help in mapping, land 
records, disaster manage-
ment and emergency servic-
es, and development plans in 
urban areas.

TECHNICALLY EQUIPPED

HARYANA TO DO DRONE MAPPING UP 
TO 15 METER BELOW THE GROUND
TDG NETWORK   
CHANDIGARH

ADR REPORT

Political parties of have 
again followed their 
old practice of giving 

tickets to candidates with 
criminal cases in Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly elections.

The Himachal Pradesh 
Election Watch and the As-
sociation for Democratic Re-
forms (ADR) have analysed 
the self-sworn affidavits of 
all 412 candidates who are 
contesting in the Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly Elections 
2022. Out of 412 candidates 
analysed, 201 are from na-
tional parties, 67 are from 
state parties, 45 are from 
registered but unrecognised 
parties, and 99 are contesting 
independently.

Out of 412 candidates anal-
ysed, 94 (23%) have declared 
criminal cases against them-
selves. In the 2017 Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly Elections, 
out of 338 candidates anal-
ysed, 61 (18%) had declared 
criminal cases against them-
selves.

50 of them (12%) have de-
clared serious criminal cases 
against themselves. In the 
2017 Himachal Pradesh As-
sembly Elections, 31 (or 9%) 
candidates had declared se-
rious criminal cases against 
themselves.

Among the major parties, 
7 (64%) out of 11 candidates 
analysed by the CPI-M, 36 

(53%) out of 68 candidates 
analysed by the INC, 12 (18%) 
out of 68 candidates analysed 
by the BJP, 12 (18%) out of 67 
candidates analysed by the 
AAP, and 2 (4%) out of 53 
candidates analysed by the 
BSP have declared criminal 
cases against themselves in 
their affidavits.

5 (46%) out of 11 candidates 
analysed by the CPI-M, 17 
(25%), out of 68 candidates 
analysed by the INC, 6 (9%) 
out of 68 candidates analysed 

by the BJP, 6 (9%) out of 67 
candidates analysed by the 
AAP, and 1 (2%) out of 53 can-
didates analysed by the BSP 
have declared serious crimi-
nal cases against themselves 
in their affidavits. Three 
candidates have declared 
cases related to crimes against 
women. Two candidates have 
declared cases related to mur-
der (IPC Section 302) against 
themselves. Three candidates 
have declared cases related 
to “attempt to murder” (IPC 

Section 307) against them-
selves.

9 (13%) out of 68 constituen-
cies are “red alert” constitu-
encies. Red alert constitu-
encies are those where 3 or 
more contesting candidates 
have declared criminal cases 
against themselves.

The directions of the Su-
preme Court have had no 
effect on the political parties’ 
selection of candidates for the 
Himachal Pradesh Assembly 
Elections 2022, as they have 
again followed their old prac-
tise of giving tickets to around 
23% of candidates with crimi-
nal cases.

All major parties contest-
ing in the Himachal Pradesh 
elections have given tickets to 
18 % to 64% candidates who 
have declared criminal cases 
against themselves. The Su-
preme Court in its directions 
dated 13 February, 2020 had 
specifically instructed politi-
cal parties to give reasons for 
such selection and why other 
individuals without criminal 
antecedents could not be se-
lected as candidates. As per 
these mandatory guidelines, 
the reasons for such selection 
has to be with reference to 
qualifications, achievements, 
and merit of the candidate 
concerned.

During the recent 10 State 
Assembly elections held 
in 2021-22, it was observed 
that political parties gave 
unfounded and baseless 

reasons like popularity of 
the person, does good social 
work, cases are politically 
motivated etc. These are not 
sound and cogent reasons 
for fielding candidates with 
tainted backgrounds. This 
data clearly shows that po-
litical parties have no inter-
est in reforming the electoral 
system and our democracy 
will continue to suffer at the 
hands of lawbreakers who 
become lawmakers.

154 (37%) candidates have 
declared their educational 
qualifications to be between 
the 5th and 12th grade, while 
246 (60%) candidates have 
declared having an educa-
tional qualification of gradu-
ate or above. 8 (2%) candi-
dates are diploma holders. 
Two candidates have de-
clared themselves to be just 
literate, and two candidates 
are illiterate. 91 (22%) candi-
dates have declared their age 
to be between 25 and 40 years 
old, while 240 (58%) can-
didates have declared their 
age to be between 41 and 60 
years old. There are 80 (19%) 
candidates who have declared 
their age to be between 61 to 
80 years and 1 candidate has 
declared his age 82 years.

24 (6%) female candidates 
are contesting the Himachal 
Pradesh assembly election of 
2022. In the 2017 Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly Elections, 
19 (6%) out of 338 candidates 
analysed were women.

23% CANDIDATES IN HIMACHAL 
POLLS FACE CRIMINAL CHARGES
PRIYANKA SHARMA
NEW DELHI

 

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh, while addressing the 
public meeting in Himach-
al’s Jaisinghpur on Thurs-
day, said, “Dhairya rakhiye” 
after people attending the 
rally chanting that they want 
PoK (Pakistan occupied 
Kashmir).

Addressing a public meet-
ing in Himachal’s Jaisingh-
pur, Singh smiled and re-
sponded “Dhairya rakhiye” 
as people shouted, “we want 
PoK.” Speaking at the public 
meeting, he also highlighted 
the importance of medical 
colleges and said, “Today, 
not one but six medical col-
leges have either opened or 
are being opened in the state 
of Himachal Pradesh. AI-
IMS has been opened here.”

During his public meeting 
in Solan, Defence Minister 
said that only two Prime 

Ministers in the country, in-
cluding Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
and Narendra Modi, gave 
importance to Himachal 
Pradesh like nobody else.

Singh said, “People of this 
country can evaluate well 
what earlier governments 
did and what the present 
government is doing. Cong 
has been in power for a long 
time post-independence. But 

only two PMs-Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee and PM Modi-gave 
importance to Himachal like 
nobody else”.

He lauded Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s leadership 
and said that India’s prestige 
has increased on the global 
stage under his prime min-
istership.

“No one can deny the fact 
that after PM Modi became 

PM, India’s prestige in-
creased on the global stage. 
Today if India says anything 
on the global forum, other 
countries listen carefully 
to what India is saying,” he 
said.

Meanwhile, the BJP has 
released its list of 68 candi-
dates.

Out of the six candidates 
getting tickets in the second 

list, one woman found repre-
sentation while the other five 
are male candidates.

Among those selected to 
contest are Ramesh Dhawala 
from Dehra, Ravinder Singh 
Ravi from Jawalamukhi, Ma-
heshwar Singh from Kullu, 
Maya Sharma from Barsar, 
Prof. Ramkumar from Ha-
roli, and Kaul Negi from 
Rampur (SC).

DURING HIMACHAL RALLY

‘HAVE PATIENCE,’ SAYS RAJNATH AFTER 
PEOPLE SHOUT ‘WE WANT PoK’ IN RALLY
TDG NETWORK
JAISINGHPUR

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh being garlanded by BJP leaders 
during the public meeting in Jaisinghpur on Thursday.

‘ONLY 2 PMS GAVE IMPORTANCE TO HP’
Solan: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Thursday said 
that only two Prime Ministers in the country including Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee and Narendra Modi gave importance to 
Himachal Pradesh like nobody else. Addressing a public 
meeting in Himachal’s Solan, Singh said, “People of this 
country can evaluate well what earlier governments did 
and what present government is doing. Cong has been in 
power for a long time post-independence. But only two 
PMs-Atal Bihari Vajpayee and PM Modi-gave importance to 
Himachal like nobody else”. He lauded Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s leadership and said that India’s prestige has 
increased on the global stage under his prime ministership. 
“No one can deny the fact that after PM Modi became PM, 
India’s prestige increased on the global stage. Today if India 
says anything on the global forum, other countries listen 
carefully to what India is saying,” he said. Meanwhile, the 
BJP has released its list of 68 candidates.
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TOP OF THE DAY

IT’S DUTY TO BE 
VIGILANT AGAINST 
FAKE NEWS: NUJ(I) 
NEW DELHI: The Na-
tional Union of Journal-
ists issued a statement 
on the developing ‘The 
Wire-Meta’ story, car-
ried by various press 
organizations. The 
statement said, “The 
NUJ(I) represents Press 
fraternity of India, it is as 
much our duty to be vigi-
lant against fraudulent 
and fake news reporting. 
It is in this regard that 
the timing of statements 
issued by certain press 
associations and guilds 
has disturbed our con-
science.” It added, “If the 
various press organisa-
tions and the guilds 
had been prompt in 
condemning ‘The Wire’ 
reports, which were 
based on forged and fab-
ricated documents, then 
their statements after 
the Delhi Police enquiry 
would have carried an 
imprint of fairness.”

TWO CRIMINALS 
HELD AFTER 
CROSS-FIRING IN 
UJJAIN
UJJAIN: The Ujjain 
police arrested two 
notorious criminals after 
an exchange of fire near 
Vikram Nagar bridge, 
Ujjain late Wednes-
day night. One of the 
criminals, Anmol Gurjar, 
sustained a bullet 
wound in his leg in the 
cross-firing, the police 
said. The police also re-
covered pistols from the 
spot. CSP Vinod Kumar 
Meena said that Madhav 
Nagar police station 
in-charge Manish Lodha 
received information 
that a few people were 
trying to loot people 
near Vikram Bridge by 
intimidating them. 

FIRE BREAKS OUT 
AT VRINDAVAN 
HOTEL, TWO DEAD
MATHURA: Two people 
were killed in a fire that 
broke out at a hotel 
in Vrindavan in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Mathura dis-
trict, in the early hours 
of Thursday, officials 
said. One more person 
has been critically in-
jured in the incident and 
has been hospitalised in 
Agra. The fire reportedly 
broke out around 4:30 
am in the kitchen store 
room on the top floor 
of the Hotel Vrindavan 
Garden situated on the 
Mathura Vrindavan 
Road. Two ambulances 
and two fire tenders 
were rushed to the site 
of the fire. According to 
Dr Bhudev Singh, CMO, 
asphyxiation and body 
burns are suspected 
to have caused the two 
deaths. 

WRITER 
TP RAJEEVAN 
PASSES AWAY 
KOZHIKODE: Noted 
writer and poet from 
Kerala, Thachom Poyil 
Rajeevan, passed away 
at 63 on Wednesday. He 
was under treatment 
in a private hospital 
in Kozhikode due to 
liver and kidney-related 
disease. He has penned 
several poems, stories 
and essays in English 
and Malayalam. His two 
novels were adapted into 
films as ‘Paleri Man-
ikyam’ and ‘oru pathira 
kolapathakathinte 
katha’.

POLTICAL SLUGFEST

The ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and 
opposition Congress 

in Karnataka came to log-
gerheads on Thursday over 
a tender called by the Muzrai 
department for watching the 
shoes of visiting devotees at 
Basavanagudi Dodda Ga-
napathi Temple in Basava-
nagudi. While the tender 
process has since been sus-
pended, it has touched off a 
political slugfest.

Attacking the BJP, the Con-
gress claimed that the ten-
der mandated that the job 
of watching the shoes of the 
visiting devotees be reserved 
for Dalits.

Amid accusations by the 
Congress that the ruling 
party was practising un-
touchability, the BJP hit 

back, accusing the erstwhile 
Siddaramaiah government of 
calling similar tenders. While 
all other tenders for Muz-
rai temples are for general 
categories, the one for shoe 
keeping is reserved for the 
Dalits, said party MLA Pri-
yank Kharge, who also hap-
pens to be the son of veteran 
Dalit leader and Congress na-
tional president, Mallikarjun 
Kharge. In a tweet, the MLA 

claimed the government was 
practising untouchability by 
reserving the job of watch-
ing the devotees’ slippers for 
Dalits. Responding to this 
allegation, the BJP’s Karna-
taka unit said the proposal 
was thoroughly reviewed 
and the order passed. They 
claimed the Congress was in 
power when a notification of 
the order was issued. Sidda-
ramaiah was the chief min-

ister at the time, the saffron 
camp alleged.

While the BJP said the 
government rolled back the 
order, it questioned why Pri-
yank Kharge was silent when 
the order confining Dalits to 
wait for shoes at the temple 
was issued when the Con-
gress was in power.

State Muzrai Minister Sasi-
kala Jolle, however, conceded 
that the tender should not 
have been announced in the 
manner it was. The order was 
published in 2016. Officials 
said such a system of watch-
ing devotees’ shoes was in 
place earlier.

“A notice will soon be issued 
to the tender calling officer,” 
the minister said, adding that 
action will be taken to avoid 
any recurrence of the contro-
versy.

There is a convention call-
ing for members of the Dalit 

community to participate in 
the tender called by the man-
agement board of the Dodda 
(big) Ganapati temple. In 
the tender that was invited 
to watch the shoes of the 
devotees, it was mentioned 
that only those belonging to 
scheduled categories should 
participate. However, tenders 
for the sale of puja items, the 
right to pick cattle, and the 
sale of fresh water are re-
served for the general cat-
egory.

The tender was withdrawn 
in the face of fierce criticism. 
The management board of 
the temple has made an an-
nouncement that the ten-
dering process has been 
suspended. The Muzrai de-
partment’s tehsildar has now 
sent a notice to the manage-
ment board, asking them to 
explain why they called the 
tender in this way.

CONGRESS VS BJP IN KARNATAKA: 
WHO TO BE SHOEKEEPERS AT TEMPLE? 
TDG NETWORK
BENGALURU         

Basavanagudi Dodda Ganapathi Temple. (File photo) 

OPPORTUNITIES 

DEVELOPMENT 

TARGETED OPERATION 

The Yogi government has 
prepared an action plan to 
address the needs of the 
Musahar, Sahariya, Vantan-
gia, and Nomadic commu-
nities in Uttar Pradesh and 
transform their lives.

As per the action plan, the 
government will not only 
provide housing facilities 
for these communities, but 
it will also work towards 
offering them employment 
opportunities, he added.

Besides, the government 
will work to improve their 
access to basic facilities, 
education, and training in 
relevant fields. Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath has 
issued directions to depart-
mental officers to provide 
residential facilities to these 
communities under the 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana (both rural and urban) 

by allocating land through 
the Revenue Department 
and facilitating them in set-
ting up their businesses near 
their residential areas.

Apart from this, the of-
ficials have been instructed 
to identify all the families, 
ensuring 100 percent enroll-
ment of their children in the 
local primary, secondary, or 
higher or secondary schools, 
and providing scholarships 
to all of them.

Furthermore, the officials 
have been told to impart 
free training through dis-
trict-level skill development 
institutions to the adult 
members of the deprived 
communities in accordance 
with their level of education 
and employment capac-
ity under the Pandit Deen 
Dayal Upadhyay Swarozgar 
Yojana of the Uttar Pradesh 
Scheduled Castes Finance 
and Development Corpora-
tion Limited.

The UP cabinet has cleared 
setting up private universi-
ties in Ghaziabad, Noida, 
and Farrukhabad, along 
with another 19 proposals. 
A cabinet meeting was con-
vened in Uttar Pradesh on 
Thursday, during which 22 of 
the 23 proposals tabled were 
passed.

Among the proposals 
cleared at the cabinet meet-
ing were those pertaining to 
the issuance of letters of in-
tent for setting up the SDGI 
Global University in Ghazi-
abad and the Major SD Singh 
University in Fatehgarh, Far-
rukhabad, under the Uttar 
Pradesh Private Universities 
Act, 2019. A proposal regard-
ing the release of the letter of 
intent for establishing the JSS 
University in Noida was also 

approved during the meeting.
There was also a proposal 

for the provision of land 
belonging to the Irrigation 
Department for the Sarayu 
Canal National Project in 
Siddharthnagar District, 
which was cleared by the 
Cabinet. Among the propos-
als that were approved was 
one regarding the transfer 
of 160.7608 hectares of non-
forest land for installing canal 
systems under the Kanhar Ir-
rigation Project.

A proposal seeking an 
amendment to the mandate 
of the Revenue Department 
to facilitate the free transfer of 
land for the Divisional Com-
missioner Office Complex in 
Varanasi (Revenue Depart-
ment) for the construction of 
the proposed integrated divi-
sional level office in Varanasi 
district was also okayed at the 
cabinet meeting.

UP govt prepares plan to 
raise deprived communities’ 
living standards

UP cabinet clears 
proposals to set up land for 
irrigation project
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INVESTIGATION 

PERSONAL SCORE 

BHARAT JODO YATRA 

In the Bande Mutt seer Ba-
savalinga Swami’s alleged 
suicide case, the police on 
Thursday brought the ac-
cused Kannur seer to the Sid-
daganga Mutt in an attempt 
to recreate the crime scene.
Kannur seer, an accused 
in the case, was brought to 
Siddaganga Mutt in Karna-
taka’s Tumkur district in an 
attempt to recreate the crime 
scene as the police kicked off 
their investigation in the case.
As per reports, the accused, 
arrested under the charges 
of abetment to suicide, along 

with his companion, alleg-
edly hatched a conspiracy to 
defame Basavalinga Swami 
and throw him out of the 
Mutt as he was considered 
close to the chief seer of Sid-
daganga Mutt.

The seer of Sri Kanchugal 
Bande Mutt, Basavalinga 
Swami, was found dead in a 
room of the mutt in Ramnag-
ara district, police said.

“A two-page death note was 
found in the room of the mutt 
in Ramnagara district where 
the pontiff’s body was found, 
after an unnatural death,” 
said the Kudur police offi-
cials.

Acting on a complaint made 
by two schoolgirls of sexual 
harassment by a male teacher, 
based on which two women 
teachers were also booked un-
der the Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act, the Madurai police found 
that the complaint was without 
substance.

A detailed investigation by 
Madurai DIG Ponni and SP 
Siva Prasad revealed that the 
school headmaster instigated 
the girls to file a false complaint 

to settle a personal score with 
the teachers.

The headmaster called 1098 
(Childline) on 6 August on writ-
ten complaints from girls about 
sexual harassment against the 
physical education teacher that 
he had placed in the school’s 
complaint box.

Subsequently, the Child Wel-
fare Committee members in-
quired about the incident and 
lodged a complaint with the 
Oomachikulam All Women 
Police. As a first step, a POCSO 
case was registered against the 
three teachers at the Karupay-

urani Police Station on the same 
day. Later, one of the accused fe-
male teachers informed Inspec-
tor General of Police Azra Garg 
about the false complaint filed 
against them due to personal 
animosity between the teachers.

When higher officials inves-
tigated this case, the children 
revealed, “We did not write the 
letter ourselves. We wrote that 
because the headmaster of the 
school said so. The physical 
education teachers did nothing 
wrong with them”.

Following this, the concerned 
girls were produced before a ju-

dicial magistrate. Based on the 
statements of the girls and the 
interrogation of the witnesses, 
the above complaint was found 
to be false.

The AWPS inspector filed a 
final report in the case in the 
POCSO special court on 11 Au-
gust, saying the complaint was 
bogus. Accepting this state-
ment, the court closed the case 
on 31 October.

This is the first time the POC-
SO Act has been imposed on the 
headmaster for inciting female 
students to file false complaints 
to take revenge.

Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) 
Parliamentary board mem-
ber and National OBC Mor-
cha President Dr K. Laksh-
man slammed Congress MP 
Rahul Gandhi on Wednesday, 
who is presently in Telangana 
for his ongoing Bharat Jodo 
Yatra, and demanded apolo-
gies from the latter for not 
visiting former PM Narsimha 
Rao’s statue.
“Rahul Gandhi paid homage 
to the statue of Indira Gandhi 
on Necklace Road and not 
to the nearby statue of the 
former Prime Minister P.V. 
Narsimha Rao,” K. Laksh-
man said.

“Why not pay homage to 
the statue of P.V. Narasimha 
Rao?” “Is this the culture of 
Congress?” he lashed out.

Rajya Sabha MP Dr K. Lak-
shman scolded the former 
Congress president Rahul 
Gandhi and asked him to 
apologise to the people of 
Telangana prior to conclud-

ing the Bharat Jodo Yatra in 
the state.

“The new Congress presi-
dent, Mallikarjun Kharge, 
who has worked with P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, also needs 
to clarify this,” Dr K. Lasksh-
man said.

Telangana’s BJP leader also 
attacked Rahul Gandhi and 
accused him of appeasement 
politics for not paying a visit to 
the Bhagya Lakshmi temple.

“Rahul Gandhi went to 
Charminar and hoisted the 
tricolour, but did not even 
consider it appropriate to visit 

the historical Bhagyalakshmi 
Mata located nearby,” a Rajya 
Sabha MP said.

How long will the Congress 
continue to follow the policy 
of Muslim appeasement? 
Not only Hyderabad, but also 
prominent people coming 
from different regions of the 
country should not forget to 
visit Bhagyalakshmi Temple. 
In such a situation, Rahul 
Gandhi did not consider it ap-
propriate to visit the goddess. 
“Does the State Congress 
Committee have any answer 
to this?” he added.

“It was the Congress-led 
government that divided In-
dia on the basis of religion.” 
Not only this, but by giving 
special rights to Kashmir, Ar-
ticle 370 was implemented, 
which later became a “can-
ker” for India. It was our 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi who made Kashmir 
a part of India by removing 
the special rights given to Ar-
ticle 370. “Today the people of 
Kashmir are also very happy,” 
K. Lakshman further said.

A senior BJP leader also 
hit out at the Congress Party 
amid the ongoing Telangana 
leg of the Bharat Jodo Yatra.

“The general public had to 
bear the brunt of many wrong 
decisions taken during the 60 
years of the Congress’ rule, es-
pecially during the rule of the 
Gandhi family,” Lakshman 
said.

“Today, it is clear that the 
Telangana Rashtriya Samiti 
(TRS) has the full support of 
Congress in Telangana. It is 
very clear to the people that 

the joint march of Congress 
and other parties in Telan-
gana has the full support of 
the ruling TRS party in Telan-
gana,” he added.

Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi, who is in Telangana for 
the “Bharat Jodo Yatra,”  paid 
tribute to his grandmother 
and former Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi on her death 
anniversary on October 31.

He took to Twitter and said 
he would not let her «sacrifice 
for the country go in vain.»

«I carry your love and teach-
ings in my heart. I won›t let 
your sacrifices for India go in 
vain,» he tweeted in Hindi, 
captioning the video he post-
ed to pay homage. The video 
had a number of video clips 
combined which showed In-
dira Gandhi delivering her 
speech and one from her fu-
neral.

Continuing his Bharat Jodo 
Yatra from Telangana, Gan-
dhi also paid floral tributes 
to Indira Gandhi and Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel.
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Rahul Gandhi waves to the supporters in Telangana. 

BASAVALINGA CASE ACCUSED 
RECREATES CRIME SCENE  

WOMEN TEACHERS BOOKED IN FAKE ‘SEXUAL HARASSMENT’ CASE

BJP TARGETS RAHUL FOR NOT OFFERING TRIBUTE TO NARASIMHA RAO

FAKE CERTIFICATE 

Former Andhra Pradesh Min-
ister and Telugu Desam Party 
leader Ayyanna Patrudu and 
his son Rajesh were arrested 
from their residence in the 
early hours of Thursday for 
allegedly forging documents 
in the High Court regarding 
the construction of a wall in 
their house.

The two leaders were ar-
rested by the Crime Investiga-
tion Department (CID) police 
earlier today and moved to the 
Eluru district.

It is reported that the CID 
registered a case on the com-
plaint of the irrigation officials 
that they had submitted a fake 
certificate to the High Court 
during the demolition of the 
house wall. It was alleged that 
the duo had occupied the Ra-
vanapalli irrigation canal and 
constructed the house.

Ayyanna’s wife, Padmavati, 
criticised the government for 
arresting Ayyanna Patrudu 

and Rajesh without prior 
information. She demanded 
from the government that 
it take full responsibility for 
Ayyanna Patrudu’s life.

The Telugu Desam Party 
activists have called a Nar-
sipatnam bandh in protest 
against Ayyanna’s arrest. The 
arrested TDP leader and his 
son will be produced before a 
court in Eluru later.

TDP chief N Chandrababu 
Naidu took to Twitter and 
shared the video of Ayyanna’s 

arrest. He condemned the ar-
rest, calling it an attempt to 
“suppress” the voice of the 
backward class leaders.

“The arrest of former min-
ister and BC leader Aiyanna 
Patrudi in Narsipatnam af-
ter jumping over walls and 
breaking doors has caused 
consternation,” Naidu tweet-
ed in Telugu, roughly trans-
lated into English. He alleged 
that the Reddy government 
has been chasing Ayanna’s 
family since it came to power.

TDG NETWORK
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TDP leader Ayyanna Patrudu, 
his son arrested in forgery case       

Ayyanna Patrudu

AYYANNA PATRUDU “ILLEGALLY” ARRESTED 
FOR EXPOSING JAGAN GOVT’S SCAMS: TDP
Terming the arrest of its senior leader Ayyanna Patrudu 
as “illegal,” the Telugu Desam Party on Thursday con-
demned it and alleged that the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment made the move because he was “exposing” the 
scams and questioning the government for “destroying” 
the Uttarandhra region. Speaking to ANI, the national 
spokesperson of the TDP, Pattabhi Ram, said that Ayy-
anna was arrested as he cornered Jagan Mohan Reddy’s 
government for “huge corruption.” “TDP strongly con-
demns the arrest of Ayyanna Patrudu. The police entered 
his house by breaking open his doors. “This illegal arrest 
was made just because Ayyanna Patrudu has for the past 
few months been strongly questioning and cornering 
Jagan Reddy’s government for the huge corruption that 
they have done in the past three and a half years, particu-
larly in the Uttarandhra region,” he said. Detailing the ac-
count of alleged corruption in the state government, the 
TDP leader said that Dharmana Prasada Rao, who is the 
Revenue Minister, should be arrested for being named 
in the SIT for forging documents. He further alleged that 
the Reddy government is targeting the backward class 
leaders one after the other.  

FOREIGN CURRENCY SEIZED 
FROM THREE INDIANS 

In the Bande Mutt seer Ba-
savalinga Swami’s alleged 
suicide case, the police on 
Thursday brought the ac-
cused Kannur seer to the 
Siddaganga Mutt in an at-
tempt to recreate the crime 
scene.

Kannur seer, an accused 
in the case, was brought to 
Siddaganga Mutt in Karna-
taka’s Tumkur district in 
an attempt to recreate the 
crime scene as the police 
kicked off their investigation 

in the case.
As per reports, the ac-

cused, arrested under the 
charges of abetment to sui-
cide, along with his com-
panion, allegedly hatched 
a conspiracy to defame 
Basavalinga Swami and 
throw him out of the Mutt 
as he was considered close 
to the chief seer of Sidda-
ganga Mutt.

The seer of Sri Kanchugal 
Bande Mutt, Basavalinga 
Swami, was found dead in 
a room of the mutt in Ram-
nagara district, police said.



Part 1 of this article 
discussed the foreign 
policy blunders that 

led to the Sino-Indian con-
flict in 1962. Acquiescence 
to the annexation of Tibet, 
signing the Pancaseela with-
out reciprocal recognition of 
the McMahon line, hiding 
the discovery of the Aksai 
Chin road and a marked re-
luctance to use force suffused 
India’s China policy. India 
was the main proponent of 
bringing China into the UN.

Independent India inher-
ited a battle tested Army that 
had proven its valour in both 
the World Wars. Gandhi’s in-
fluence on the Independence 
struggle was so strong that 
Ahimsa or non-violence was 
taken as an article of faith by 
Nehru. Gen. Cariappa, the 
first Indian Army Chief, even 
asked Gandhi to resolve the 
conundrum of training his 
Army for war in the back-
drop of Ahimsa. Gandhi was 
honest enough to say that he 

was still groping for an an-
swer. A month later he was 
dead. However, the doubt 
remained in Nehru’s mind.

Nehru’s distaste for use of 
force and abhorrence of war 
as a means of resolving dis-
putes led him to neglect de-
fence preparedness. Even the 
measly 1.9% of GDP allocated 
to defence was bitterly ques-
tioned and criticized in Par-
liament in the butter versus 
guns debate. No urgency was 
shown to improve the border 
infrastructure even after the 
defection of the Dalai Lama.

The question arises that 
if Nehru eschewed the use 
of force, then the forward 
policy should never have 
been conceived. Faced with 
the creeping encroachment 
resorted to by China as they 
sought to advance their 1960 
claim lines roughly 2500 sq 
km ahead of their original 
1956 claim lines, Nehru 
really had no choice. The 
Aksai Chin Road had been 
constructed because India 
did not have a presence. The 
faulty intelligence assess-
ment that China would not 
respond with overwhelm-
ing force was the basis of the 
forward policy. The blunder 
really was in entrusting a po-
licing function to the Army. 
Establishing a presence is 
different from guarding the 
borders which presupposes 

having the wherewithal to 
logistically support and po-
sition reserves to restore an 
adverse situation. This was 
just a logical culmination of 
the errors in management 
of the Sino-Indian border. It 
was the responsibility of the 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
but manned by the Home 
Ministry (IB, State Police, 
Assam Rifles and the Indian 
Reserve Police) till Aug 1959 
in NEFA and October 1959 
in Ladakh after which the 
Army took over. The nature 
of the job, however, did not 
change. 

Nehru also had an in-
stinctive antipathy to In-
dian Army officers who he 
feared could stage a coup 
like in neighbouring Paki-
stan. Nehru and Menon to-
gether sought to revamp the 
Army’s culture by making it 
a People’s Army instead of 
the cantonment based and 
isolated British Indian Army. 
The Army was encouraged to 
be productive during peace 
time and ordnance factories 
were made to diversify their 
production lines into daily 
utility items like pressure 
cookers. All this detracted 
from the primary function 
of an Army which is to train 
for war. The Army naturally 
resisted since they would 
become cannon fodder in 
the event of war. Political 
interference then began and 
pliable officers more in tune 
with Menon’s vision for the 
Army were identified for 
advancement. Kaul, a dis-
tant cousin of Nehru, as the 
Division Commander of 4 In-
fantry Division had used his 
troops to construct married 
accommodation at Ambala 
and when he moved on pro-
motion as the Quartermaster 

General at the Army HQs, he 
ensured that the task contin-
ued even though the Division 
moved to Tezpur in 1959. Ne-
hru inaugurated the project 
in Apr 1960. Little wonder 
then that this division was 
decimated by the Chinese. 
Not surprisingly, Thorat’s 
defence line plan for NEFA 
had not been put up to Ne-
hru and Verma’s analysis of 
the state of affairs in Ladakh 
did not get past Thapar the 
Western Army Command-
er. Undue elevation of Kaul 
as the Commander of the 
Corps in NEFA because of 
his proximity to Nehru was 
a critical blunder. The error 
was compounded when he 
was allowed to oversee the 
Namka Chu debacle from 
his sickbed in Delhi. Thapar 
appointed Harbaksh (later 
the Western Army Com-
mander in the 1965 war) in 
his place once Tawang had 
fallen. The troops were en-
thused and there seemed 
to be a new air of positivity. 
Unfortunately, at Nehru’s 
insistence, Harbaksh was 
replaced with Kaul within 
four days. This proved to be 
the biggest blunder of the 
War which even the most 
ardent apologists for Ne-
hru find difficult to justify. 
The troops whose morale 
was already low because of 
crippling shortages fell even 
lower because of an untested 
Corps Commander. During 
the war too, when the criti-
cal decision was to be made 
on whether to hold the Sela 
Defences after the Nuranang 
battle, Thapar and Sen re-
frained from taking over the 
battle though Kaul was away 
from his HQ and out of con-
tact. Nehru tried to save Kaul 
and Menon even after the de-

bacle only to be dissuaded by 
President Radhakrishnan, 
who famously countered 
rumours of capture of Kaul 
by the Chinese by saying, “It 
is, unfortunately, untrue.”

How India committed itself 
to war, is itself a lesson on 
how not to go to war! It only 
reflected the complete igno-
rance of military matters of 
the executive and the bureau-
cracy. On 15 September 1962, 
Menon in the absence of Ne-
hru took a decision to evict 
the Chinese from the Tha-
gla Ridge. The Army Chief 
General Thapar objected to 
the task fearing a dispropor-
tionate Chinese response and 
asked for written orders. The 
order was signed by the Joint 
Secretary on 21 September 
1962 committing the nation 
to a war. Thus far, the politi-
cal direction was to not lose 
an inch of ground necessitat-
ing a tactically unsound de-
ployment along the Namka 
Chu river line. The only way 
a numerically superior and 
better equipped adversary 
can be defeated is to stretch 
his lines of communication, 
forcing him to fight on the 
ground of our own choos-
ing. The planned defence 
line in NEFA and specified 
in the operational orders of 
the Eastern Command was 
the line of Bomdila-Zero-
Daporijo-Along. The eviction 
order resulted in a change in 
plans as the sparse troops 
were deployed in company 
and platoon posts in a futile 
effort not to lose territory as 
an extension of the forward 
policy.

In contrast, Mao and Zhou 
were intimately involved 
in day-to-day management 
and had ensured that there 
would be no chance of pre-

maturely being sucked into 
a conflict. They had both 
held important ranks in the 
People’s Liberation Army 
and had fought against the 
Kuo Min Tang (KMT). They 
commenced intense prepa-
rations from June 1962 on-
wards, recalling veterans of 
the Korean War, established 
logistics supply chains and a 
powerful 1 KW Radio Trans-
mitter in Le Camp close to the 
border to control operations. 
Instead of the eviction, it was 
the Chinese who attacked 
the pitifully equipped In-
dian troops and inevitably 
crushed them.

The Sino Indian conflict of 
1962 had all the inevitability 
of a Greek Tragedy throwing 
up several tantalizing “What-
if” scenarios. What if India 
had not completely capitu-
lated on Tibet in the Pancas-
eela, What if India had not 
given asylum to Dalai Lama, 
What if Dhola post had not 
been established North of the 
map marked McMahon Line, 
What-if India had used the 
IAF during the war, What-if 
Kaul, Nehru’s protégé, had 
not been reinstated as the 
Corps Commander after 
Namka Chu debacle and so 
on. The inevitable tragedy 
that overtook India and shat-
tered Nehru is a price that is 
still being paid for the neigh-
bourhood inherited from the 
British.
Major General C. Mani was 
commissioned into the Corps of 
Signals of the Indian Army in 
June 1982. After retiring from 
the Indian Army in 2020, he 
has taken up employment in the 
corporate sector as the Vice Pres-
ident, Projects, Zen Technologies 
Limited, Hyderabad. This is the 
second and concluding part of 
this article.

India is still paying the 
price for Nehru’s mistakes
How India committed itself to war with China is itself a lesson on how not 
to go to war! Nehru’s distaste for use of force and abhorrence of war as a 
means of resolving disputes led him to neglect defence preparedness.

FINANCIAL SECURITY

HIMALAYAN BLUNDERS

During the UNSC Counter-Terrorism Committee 
(CTC) Meeting, which was held past weekend in 
Mumbai and New Delhi, External Affairs Minister 
S. Jaishankar underlined that the terrorism remains 
one of the gravest threats to humanity. Jaishankar 
in the same breath also said that UNSC has evolved 
the counter-terrorism sanctions regime which has 
been “very effective in putting those countries on 
notice that had turned terrorism into a State-funded 
enterprise”. This was, in fact, a thinly-veiled reference 
to Pakistan. So, Jaishankar perfectly used the op-
portunity provided by the CTC meeting to send out a 
message for both Pakistan and the member countries 
of the UNSC on terrorism. More importantly, EAM 
succeeded in delivering a categorical message to the 
global community on how the terrorism is proving 
to be one of the greatest threats to humanity, and this 
menace, for that matter, must not be ignored by the 
international community. The global community, 
which always shows its concern for human rights 
abuse in one part of the world or the other, must 
turn its focus more on combating terrorism which 
is, in Jaishankar’s words, one of the gravest threats 
to humanity. And, the global focus must be on the 
fountainhead of terrorism—Pakistan, which is so 
fond of raking up so-called human rights issues in 
Jammu and Kashmir. Significantly, Jaishankar’s only 
one statement car-
ried sufficient and 
solid message for 
Pakistan and its 
ally China, and en-
tire global commu-
nity on terrorism 
and human rights 
issues. What India 
is of the view is that 
launching a sincere 
and serious war on 
terrorism emanat-
ing from the soil of 
Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan would 
be the real service 
to the humankind. 
Nobody can either challenge or deny this fact that 
terrorists are the real enemy of innocent human be-
ings in any part of the world. So, the responsible and 
powerful countries of the world, which means the 
members of UNSC, must target the real problem—ter-
rorism. Mere paying lip-service in terms of human 
rights issues is not going to solve the problem. The 
global community has been high on rhetoric and 
low on action when it came to launching united war 
for eliminating terrorists. By and large, India sent 
out this kind of message to the international com-
munity from the forum of UNSC CTC. The UNSC 
member states who attended the meeting endorsed 
Jaishankar’s concerns and points on terror issues. It 
got reflected in the Delhi Declaration later.

But the mission of New Delhi does not end here. 
India has much greater responsibility at hand now. 
It needs to continue pressing the view point that 
terrorism is among the gravest threats to humanity. 
The terrorists being exported by Pakistan are the 
real enemy of humanity. Therefore, it is the duty of 
the international community to thwart Islamabad’s 
bid to divert its attention from the core issue, which 
is terrorism. Analysts are right when they conclude 
that United Nations Security Council CTC augured 
well for India’s fight against terrorism emanating 
from the territory under control of Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. India has also been successful in high-
lighting the terrorism issue at a time the global body 
has been more focused on the issues like Ukraine 
war, sanctions against Russia and Taiwan. 

In this context, holding the first day of the meet-
ing in Mumbai was a good strategy by the Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA). This helped New Delhi 
to remind the international body of the dastardly 
attacks perpetrated by Pakistan based terrorists 
in Mumbai in 2008. As a result, all the countries 
present in commercial capital of India jointly raised 
demand for stringent punishment to the terrorists 
and the main plotters as well.

What was also an admirable move by India during 
the meeting was that it not only spoke about threat 
of terrorism in the region but also shared with the 
global body its on-going efforts in great details to 
tackle the challenges. That New Delhi will not hesi-
tate to shoulder any responsibility in the collective 
war against terrorism in future was also another 
message which the Indian side sent out during the 
interactions.

While India has only two months left in its current 
elected tenure at the UNSC, New Delhi must make 
efforts to keep up the momentum from the CTC meet. 
It will host an international “No Money for Terror” 
conference in November, and a UNSC special briefing 
on challenges to global counter-terrorism efforts in 
December. These two events would come as a much-
needed chance for India to make a strong pitch for 
a united global war against terrorism.

T. Brajesh

perspective
‘UNITED WAR AGAINST TERROR’

INDIA MUST kEEp Up 
MoMENTUM FRoM 
UNSC-CTC MEET 
AgAINST TERRoRISM

On 17 September 2022, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
addressed the Women Self-
Help Groups Conference at 
Karahal, Sheopur, Madhya 
Pradesh. This conference was 
organized on the occasion of 
Vishwakarma Pooja. About 
one lakh women self-help 
group members were pres-
ent in the conference.

In this context, it is neces-
sary to look at the role of self-
help groups in the empower-
ment of women and how they 
have played a crucial role in 
giving voice to them across 
socio-economic, political 
and cultural realms of life.  
Self-Help Group (SHG) is a 
small voluntary association 
of poor people, especially 
women, from the same socio-
economic background. They 
come together for the purpose 

of solving their common prob-
lems through self-help and 
mutual help (Singh, 2015). 
The group promotes small 
savings amongst themselves 
which are kept in a bank.

The evolution of self-help 
groups in India can be traced 
back to 1972 when Ela Bhatt 
formed the Self-Employed 
Women’s Association (SEWA) 
in Ahmedabad. This associa-
tion brought the marginalized 
self-employed women on a 
common platform and pro-
vided them income stability. 
In 1992, the Self -Help Group 
Bank Linkage Programme 
was started by NABARD 
(National Bank for Agricul-
ture and Rural Development) 
which formally linked the 
SHGs with the banks.

The self-help groups have 
empowered women not only 
economically but enhanced 
their social status and political 
empowerment. Many schol-
ars who have analyzed the 
impact of self-help groups on 
women’s empowerment have 
argued that self-help groups 
have increased the household 
income of these women and 
brought a substantial change 
in their quality of life. Gener-
ally, women face inequality in 
access to wage employment 
owing to their primary re-

sponsibility to family and the 
social and cultural restraints. 
In this context, self-help 
groups play a significant role 
in ensuring financial security 
to these women through self-
employment or setting up of 
small enterprises. Sitting in 
the remote village of Hatheli 
in the Phagi tehsil of Rajast-
han, the women of Maharani 
SHG have shown how self-
dependence and economic 
stability can change the lives 
of women. These women pro-
duce quilts which are sold in 
the export market and the 
skill to stitch the quilts has 
been self-cultivated through 
samples.

Scholars have argued that 
women’s equality of status 
as participants, decision-
makers, and beneficiaries in 
democratic, socio-economic, 
and cultural realms of life 
is enhanced via self-help 
groups. Across various stud-
ies on the impact of self- help 
groups on women, decision 
making power in the family 
has been considered as an 
important factor in women 
empowerment. The results 
of these studies have indi-
cated that there has been a 
substantial improvement in 
the participation of women in 
decision making in the fam-

ily. Syed M. Hashemi in his 
paper published in the World 
Development identifies eight 
indicators to measure the rela-
tive empowerment of women 
in self help groups. These in-
clude mobility, economic se-
curity, ability to make small 
purchases, ability to make 
larger purchases, involve-
ment in major household de-
cisions, relative freedom from 
domination within family, 
political and legal awareness, 
and involvement in political 
campaigning and protests. He 
concludes that there has been 
an improvement in the status 
of women across all these in-
dicators after they became a 
member of one or the other 
self-help group. Nirbhaya 
self-help group operating in 
a small village in West Bengal 
has powerful stories of the up-
liftment and empowerment of 
women. It is a group run by 
the survivors of human traf-
ficking which has brought 
these women out of the so-
cial stigma and gives them a 
respectable place in society. 
The members of this group 
not only perform income 
generating activities but also 
work for prevention of human 
trafficking. Self-help groups, 
therefore, not only help in the 
empowerment of its members 

but also create a larger impact 
on the society by preventing 
inhuman practices and vio-
lence against women.

According to a paper pub-
lished in World Development 
on women’s self-help groups 
and their political participa-
tion, women in self -help 
groups have shown greater 
political participation and 
awareness. Compared to the 
non SHG members, women 
involved in SHGs are more 
likely to attend the meetings 
of the Gram Sabha as well 
as the Mahila Gram Sabha. 
The collective strength of the 
group members gives them 
the confidence to raise their 
issues and demand justice. 
These women are actively 
involved in voting and they 
take their voting decisions on 
their own without any influ-
ence by a family member. 
SHGs have proved to have 
increased the potential of its 
members to hold the public 
authorities accountable and 
increased their awareness 
about public entitlements.

According to National Ru-
ral Livelihood Mission Dash-
board Analytical Reports 
2020, SHGs have reached 
more than 50 million house-
holds in the country. The gov-
ernment has initiated schemes 

like Deen Dayal Upadhyay 
National Rural livelihood 
Development Mission for the 
promotion and availability of 
collateral free loans for SHGs. 
These groups need skill-based 
training and administrative 
guidance to compete with the 
urban entrepreneurs. We can 
learn from the case of Sakhi 
initiative, a CSR initiative by 
Hindustan Zinc ltd in Rajas-
than. It focusses on building 
SHGs and focus on skill de-
velopment, micro enterprise 
management and market 
linkage. More stakeholders 
need to be brought in for 
strengthening these groups. 
NGOs, administration, civil 
society must be brought to-
gether and skill training and 
enterprise management must 
become an important part 
of their growth. SHGs have 
played a substantial role in the 
empowerment of women and 
will continue to do so. With 
improvement in their struc-
ture and training, the govern-
ment can get closer to fulfil its 
aim under SDG 5 and ensure 
that women of this country 
are uplifted and empowered.
The author is an independent re-
searcher, former PHD scholar in 
JNU and is currently working as 
Employment Officer at Govern-
ment of Rajasthan.

Role of self-help groups in women’s empowerment
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C. Mani
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india has much greater 
responsibility at hand 
now. it needs to continue 
pressing the viewpoint 
that terrorism is among 
the gravest threats to 
humanity. The terrorists 
being exported by Pakistan 
are the real enemy of 
humanity. Therefore, it is 
the duty of the international 
community to thwart 
islamabad’s bid to divert 
its attention from the core 
issue, which is terrorism. 
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The Supreme Court 
in the case Youth 
Bar Association of 

India & Anr v. Union Of In-
dia & Ors observed and has 
refused to entertain a plea 
seeking to allow both side 
use of A-4 size papers in all 
judicial and quasi-judicial 
proceedings.

The bench comprising of 
CJI UU Lalit, Justice Ravin-
dra Bhat and Justice Bela 
M Trivedi was hearing the 
matter.

The present plea was filled 
by ‘Youth Bar Association of 
India’ seeking directions to 
High Court, Tribunals, Ju-
dicial and Quasi-judicial au-
thorities within the territory 
of India for considering the 
changing rules which are to 
be allowed for both side of 
a page to be used in all the 
judicial proceedings. The 
court seek necessary guide-
lines in this regard.

However,  the bench 
founds no merit in the plea 
and the same is advised to 
the counsel to withdraw the 
matter. Accordingly, the pe-
tition was withdrawn.

It has been submitted 
under the petition that as 
per the data issued by the 
Indian Paper Manufactur-
ers Association (IPMA) it 
is accounted for about 4% 

of the world’s production of 
paper by the Indian paper 
industry. In India, the per 
capita paper consumption 
is about 13 Kg which is likely 
to increase as much as 23.5 
Kg by the year 2025.

As per the present plea, the 
paper production involves 
huge quantities of several 
natural resources such as 
water and trees in the form 
of raw material. Therefore, 
the discharge of paper and 
pulp industry or being efflu-
ent from the Effluent Treat-
ment Plant (ETP) into rivers 
which is leading to decline 
in water quality in terms of 
high biochemical oxygen 
demand (BOD) or dissolved 

oxygen (DO) or rising of wa-
ter toxins. As per the plea 
filled, the excessive usage 
of paper amounts to caus-
ing of severe environmental 
damages.

Further, the plea states 
that on a national scale, 
13914226 (One Crore Thirty-
Nine Lakh Fourteen Thou-
sand Two Hundred Twen-
ty-Six) cases have been filed 
in the sub-ordinate courts 
and 113012 (One Lakh Thir-
teen Thousand Twelve) new 
cases alone have been filed 
in High Courts. The court 
while taking into consid-
eration all these cases to 
be of mere 50 pages, us-
ing a single sided prints a 

total of 601775200 (Sixty 
Crore Seventeen Lakh 
Seventy-Five Thousand 
Two Hundred) pages were 
used and the saving of both 
the side of pages it would 
have been saved approx. 
36,108 trees and will also 
save 3008876000 litres 
of water.

In the petition, it is prayed 
for remanding the case 
which were pending before 
various High Courts seeking 
similar reliefs, for adjudica-
tion by the Supreme Court 
and to direct the respon-
dents for allowing both 
side use of A-4 size papers 
in all the judicial and quasi-
judicial proceedings.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: REFUSED TO 
ENTERTAIN PETITION TO ALLOW 
BOTH SIDE USE OF A-4 SIZE PAPERS 
IN ALL COURTS & TRIBUNALS
TDG NETWORK The Allahabad High Court 

in the case State Of Uttar 
Pradesh Versus M/S Maa 
Vindhyavasini Tobacco Pvt 
Ltd observed and has held 
that the demand for tax and 
penalty cannot be imposed 
on the basis of conjecture 
and surmise, especially in 
such cases where the goods 
were accompanied by a E-
way bill or Tax invoice.

The Single bench compris-
ing of Justice Pankaj Bhatia 
has observed, as it is seen 
the respondent has not ap-
proached for availing of the 
benefits that flow from Sec-
tion 129, coupled with the 
fact that the appellate au-
thority found that the basis 
for initiating proceedings 
was non-existent, the court 
does not see any reason for 
interference with the or-
der passed by the appellate 
authority in the exercise of 
powers conferred under 
Article 226 of the Constitu-
tion of India.

In the present case, the 
department/petitioner has 
challenged the order where-
in setting aside the demand 
for penalty and tax under 
Section 129(3) of the CGST 
Act, 2017.

The bench observed that 
the goods transferred by the 
assessee or respondent were 
intercepted based on the in-
telligence received by the 

petitioners that the goods 
were being transported on 
the basis of tax invoices that 
were already used. After 
the interception, the state-
ment made by such truck 
driver was being recorded 
and being based upon the 
statement, the authorities 
proceeded to pass an order 
under Section 129(3) of the 
CGST Act after serving of 
a copy of the notice to the 
respondent. It has been di-
rected by the respondent to 
pay the tax on the goods be-
ing transported, amounting 
to Rs. 7,23,700 and a further 
cess of Rs. 19,050 has to be 
paid.

The said order was chal-
lenged by the respondents, 

who made an appeal. By 
means of order, it was held 
by the appellant authority 
that there was no material 
available with the authori-
ties concerned for the deten-
tion and seizure of the goods 
for passing the orders under 
Section 129(3) of the CGST 
Act, 2007.

The bench while deciding 
of an appeal, the appellant 
authority after referring to 
the provisions of Section 
129, the court held that it is 
well settled that the levy of 
tax and the penalty imposed 
cannot be based upon the 
presumptions.

Further, it was argued by 
the petitioner that the de-
partment had received intel-

ligence that the goods were 
being transported twice on 
the same set of invoices.

While rejecting the conten-
tions of the parties, the court 
stated that the goods which 
are to be transported and 
have to be accompanied by 
E-way bills as provided un-
der Section 138 of the rules 
framed under the CGST 
Act, 2007. However, the sets 
of E-way bills they would 
use neither emerged in the 
assessment order nor was 
there any basis to arrive at 
the conclusion that the appel-
late authority rightly allowed 
the appeal preferred by the 
respondent and has directed 
for the release of transport 
vehicle and the goods.

IN COURT

Allahabad High Court: 
Demand Of Tax And Penalty 
Can’t Be Imposed On The 
Basis Of Conjecture 
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case 
Mathews J Nedumpara vs Su-
preme Court observed and has 
stated that the court is trying to 
set up a national platform for live-
streaming, which can also be used 
by the High Courts.

The bench comprising of Jus-
tice DY Chandrachud and Justice 
Hima Kohli observed and has 
stated this orally while hearing of 
a writ petition filed by Advocate 
Mathews J Nedumpara, whrein 
seeking a uniform platform for 
live-streaming.

However, the bench was in-
formed by the petitioner that the 
court is trying to take steps to in-

stitutionalise the directions issued 
in the case of Swapnil Tripathi in 
2018 judgement, approving the 
live-streaming of the Court hear-
ings.

The bench of Justice Chandra-
chud stated that the we have said 
that there should be a live-stream-
ing in view of the Swapnil Tripathi 
judgment. Now, this court is look-
ing as to how to institutionalise it. 
The court is trying to have a na-
tional infrastructure so that even 
High Courts and others can use it.

On November 9, the judge who 
will take oath as the next Chief 
Justice of India, wherein seeking 
suggestions from the petitioner as 
well regarding proper implemen-
tation of the directions for live-

streaming.
It has been suggested by the 

petitioner that how best it can be 
implemented. The Justice Chand-
rachud told the petitioner that we 
have some tech-savvy lawyers in 
Supreme Court.

The bench was informed by the 
petitioner that he will engage with 
domain experts so that modalities 
for live-streaming which would 
be viable across the country can 
be adopted.

The bench of Justice Chandra-
chud stated that the rules for e-
streaming have been formulated 
and many High Courts have ad-
opted. Now, the question is have a 
uniform framework and you can 
consult some good domain ex-

perts, I have also asked my team 
for doing the same.

Last month, a notice was issued 
by the Court on a plea seeking 
directions to restrain retain the 
Copyright of the Supreme Court 
over the live-stream videos up-
loaded in YouTube. While consid-
ering the petition, the bench of CJI 
UU Lalit had remarked that Su-
preme Court is trying to having its 
own platform for live-streaming.

In September, a historic step was 
taken up by the Supreme Court 
for commencing the live-stream-
ing of the hearings before the Con-
stitution Benches. A huge public 
response was received by the live 
streaming with lakhs of people 
watching the videos.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Live Streaming; 
Says Trying To Have A National 
Infrastructure Which HCs Can Also Use
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court bench 
comprising of Chief Justice 
UU Lalit, Justice Ravindra 
Bhat and Justice Bela M 
Trivedi observed and has 
refused to entertain a plea 
praying to constitute expert 
committees to weed-out cor-
ruption in India. 

In the present case, Ad-
vocate Ashwini Upadhyay 
filled a Public Interest Liti-
gation, wherein seeking 
directions to Centre, States 
and Union Territories for 
setting up of expert commit-
tees to examine good practic-
es of the countries ranking 
above top 20 in Corruption 
Perception Index and ac-
cordingly taking apposite 
steps to weed out bribery, 
the black money genera-
tion, the benami transaction, 
money laundering profiting, 

, tax evasion, the hoarding 
etc. Alternatively, before 
the court, the petition filed 
prayed for the Law com-
mission to suggest steps to 
improve India’s Corruption 
Perception Index ranking.  

At the Outset, it has been 
submitted by the counsel, 
Advocate Upadhyay that the 
IPC was ineffective and the 
same resulted in continued 
bribery cases in the coun-
try. He stated that the US 
Federal Penal code had 123 
chapters and every crime 
has been well defined.

Further, he added that it 
has analyzed many reports. 
However, only 15 reports 

have been prepared by law 
commission on govern-
ment’s suggestions and the 
rest all being on your Lord-
ship’s directions or suo moto. 
Please see examples. Thus, 
one person for corporate 
fraud was being sentenced 
to 1 lakh plus years and 
for ponzi scheme, one was 
being sentenced to 13,000 
years.

In the matter, the bench 
was not inclined to entertain 
the plea. It has been orally 
remarked by CJI Lalit re-
marked that such a petition 

could be entertained under 
Article 32 of the Constitution.

Adding to it, he stated that 
let this be the subject mat-
ter for another petition and 
how do we weed out cor-
ruption? We have asked the 
law commission to look into 
the present matter and then 
what? We already have spe-
cialized laws.

Accordingly, the bench 
dismissed the appeal. 
Therefore, the bench left it 
open for the petitioner for 
approaching the concerned 
functionaries for the issue.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: REFUSED TO 
ENTERTAIN A PLEA SEEKING 
DIRECTIONS TO IMPROVE INDIA’S 
RANKING IN CORRUPTION 
PERCEPTION INDEX
TDG NETWORK 
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The Unlawful Actions 
(Prevention) Act came into 
force on 30th December, 
1967 with the aim of to stop 
illegal terrorist activities 
that are a threat to the India’ 
sovereignty and integrity 
which shall be punished 
by the authorities. The 
central government has 
the authority to designate 
any of the organization as 
a terror group or terrorist 
organization as well as to 
give punishment for any 
illegal or terror act.After 
the Act came into force 
many of the criticism came 
through with the view , it 
was amended by the Par-
liament in the year 2019. 
Earlier it was seen that the 
terrorist activities were deal 
in the Act of “Terrorist and 
Disruptive Activities (Pre-
vention) Act, 1987 (TADA) 
and the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act, 2002 (POTA)” 
which is now repealed due 
to contradiction of the fun-
damental rights that are 
protected by the Constitu-
tion of India.[ ] In the cur-
rent article, there will be a 
discussion over the section 
43 of the UAPA Act with its 
critical analysis. 

OBJECTIVE OF THE 
ACT

The main objective of the 
Act is to provide security of 
the state. It comes with the 
lie to punish the terrorist 
found in the country or to 
punish the individuals that 
act in a manner to prejudice 
the state’s peace and secu-
rity. The following are the 

basic objectives of the Act- 
   To protect the state from 

illegal and terror acts.
   To maintain public or-

ders. 
   To abide by the foreign 

affairs regards to the terror 
acts of Indian citizens or 
foreign citizens that attack 
Indian states. 

   Providing those services 
that are essential for the 
country in order to protect 
the communities.

In the case of Mariappan v. 
The District Collector And 
Ors.[ ], the Supreme Court 
held that “object of deten-
tion and the detention laws, 
is not to punish, but, to 
prevent the commission of 
certain offences”.

GROUNDS FOR PRE-
VENTIVE DETENTION

As per the Act, there are 
four main grounds that are 
necessary to put obligation 
over a person in order to 
punish under UAPA. The 
grounds are- 

   First ground is to protect 
the security of the state and 
maintain the public orders. 

   The second ground is to 
maintain essential supplies 
of the defense academy. 

   To maintain foreign af-
fairs of the country. 

   A detainee under pre-
ventive detention can have 
no right of personal liberty 
guaranteed by Article 19 or 
Article 21”.

CONSTITUTIONAL VA-
LIDITY OF THE PRE-
VENTIVE DETENTION 
LAW 

In the following cases con-
stitutional validity of the 

Act was discussed- 
   Ahmed Noor Mohamad 

Bhatti v. State of Gujarat
In the said case it was 

discussed that “while up-
holding the validity of the 
power of the Police under 
section 151 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code 1973 to ar-
rest and detention of a per-
son without a warrant to 
prevent the commission of 
a Cognizable offense ruled 
that a provision could not 
be held to be unreasonable 
as arbitrary and therefore 
unconstitutional merely 
because the Police official 
might abuse his authority”.  

   A.K. Gopalan v. The 
State of Madras

In the said case it was dis-
cussed that “The preven-
tive Detention Act, 1950, 
with the exception of sec-
tion 14 thereof did not con-
travene any of the Articles 
of the Constitution and 
even though section 14 was 
ultra vires inasmuch as it 
contravened the provisions 
of Article 22 of the Consti-
tution, as this section was 
severable from the remain-
ing sections of the Act, the

invalidity of Section 14 
did not affect the validity of 
the Act as a whole and the 
detention of the petitioner 
was not illegal”.

SUGGESTIONS
In my unreserved opinion, 

the legislation that permits 
some degree of transpar-
ency and judicial review 
should immediately repeal 
UAPA. Legislation per-
taining to the protection 
of political dissent should 
also be passed in order to 

clearly define what consti-
tutes political dissent, and 
those who were wrong-
fully imprisoned under 
the UAPA but later found 
innocent should receive 
compensation. The UAPA 
has evolved into a method 
of pursuing individuals 
who are allegedly partici-
pating in terrorist opera-
tions without recourse to 
the checks and balances of 
the criminal justice system, 
and its reach has signifi-
cantly increased over time. 
Since intent has been given 
more weight than the act 
itself, actions like making 
public speeches and at-
tending public gatherings 
are illegal.

CONCLUSION
The aim of introducing 

Unlawful Activities Pre-
vention Act was to control 
the increasing thread of 
terrorism in India. Some 
of the instances of terror-
ism activities which com-
pelled the Parliament to 
make such legislation and 
amended it from time to 
time were the Mumbai At-
tacks of 2011, Delhi Bomb-
ing of 2013, Hyderabad 
Blast and increasing cross 
border insurance in Kash-
mir. The ultimate objective 
of this Act is to stop the 
terrorist activities and put 
an end to illegal activities 
which are a threat to the 
integrity and security of In-
dia. Also, it is correct to say 
that the certain provisions 
of the act are under judicial 
scrutiny as they seem to be 
contrary to the fundamen-
tal rights.

ANALYSIS 

DETENTION UNDER UNLAWFUL 
ACTIVITIES (PREVENTION) ACT IN 
RELATION TO RIGHT TO LIFE AND 
PERSONAL LIBERTY: AN ANALYSIS
 ANNU MALIK

Union Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sithara-
man said that a fast 

growing economy like India 
needs greater investment in 
coal production and gasifi-
cation projects. Globally, en-
ergy prices especially that of 
gas is going up. Launching 
the 6th round of coal mine 
auction of the Ministry of 
Coal here today, the Finance 
Minister highlighted that In-
dia is at present the best in-
vestment destination in the 
world. The Minister pointed 
out that due to policy consis-
tency and transparent pro-
cess of the present Govern-
ment, coal imports for power 
sector has come down by 
41%. The finance minister 
said that twelve states are 
to benefit directly from to-
day’s auctioning of 141 coal 
mines. Complementing the 
Coal Ministry for the recent 
initiatives to unlock the coal 
sector, Smt. Sitharaman said 
that mining sector reforms 
are providing the right fillip 
to our fast growing economy. 
Finance Ministry will be 
extending all help for coal 
gasification and incentives 
in commercial mining, she 
further added. 

Addressing the function 
Coal, Mines & Parliamen-
tary Affairs minister Shri 
Pralhad Joshi said that 
Coal Ministry is exploring 
alternative methodology 
for enhanced use of coal.  

Shri Joshi said that finance 
ministry has extended Rs. 
6000 crore incentive for 
coal gasification and Rs. 250 
crore for exploration process.   
During the biggest auction 
undertaken so far, today 141 
mines pertaining to eleven 
states have been auctioned. 
Shri Joshi said that pre-
viously auctioned mines 
have started production and 
hoped that 10 to 15 million 
ton coal will be produced 
from new mines by next year.  
As per the review done the 
other day,   the Ministry of 
Coal is anticipating 900  mil-

lion ton  coal production this 
year, Shri Joshi said.

Minister of State for Coal, 
Mines & Railways Shri Rao-
saheb Patil Danve, Coal Sec-
retary Shri Amrit Lal Meena 
and Additional Secretary 
Shri M. Nagaraju addressed 
the function.

133 coal mines were put up 
for auction in the 6thround 
of commercial auctions, out 
of which 71 are new coal 
mines and 62 coal mines 
are rolling over from ear-
lier tranches of commercial 
auctions. Additionally, 8 coal 
mines under 2nd attempt 

of 5thround of commercial 
auctions were included for 
which single bids were re-
ceived in the first attempt. 
With the launch of this auc-
tion tranche, the Ministry of 
Coal re-affirms its commit-
ment to attain self-sufficien-

cy in the area of thermal coal.
Mines falling under pro-

tected areas, wildlife sanc-
tuaries, critical habitats, hav-
ing forest cover greater than 
40%, heavily built-up area 
etc. have been excluded. The 
block boundaries of some of 

the coal mines where there 
was presence of dense habi-
tation, high green cover or 
critical infrastructure etc. 
have been modified based on 
comments received during 
stakeholder consultations 
to enhance bidders’ inter-
est and participation in these 
coal blocks.  The mines being 
auctioned are spread across 
coal/ lignite bearing states of 
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, 
Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, West Bengal, 
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and 
Bihar.

Key features of the auction 
process include reduction in 
upfront amount and bid se-
curity amount, permission 
to relinquish part of the coal 
mine in case of partially ex-
plored coal mines, introduc-
tion of National Coal Index 
and National Lignite Index, 
ease of participation with no 
entry barriers, full flexibility 
in coal utilisation, optimized 
payment structures, incen-
tives for early production, 
coal gasification and usage 
of clean coal technologies. 

The commencement of sale 
of tender document shall 

start from November 03, 
2022. Details of the mines, 
auction terms, timelines etc. 
can be accessed on MSTC 
auction platform. The auc-
tion shall be held online 
through a transparent two 
stage process, on the ba-
sis of Percentage Revenue 
Share.SBI Capital Markets 
Limited, the sole Transac-
tion Advisor to Ministry of 
Coal for the commercial coal 
mine auctions, had devised 
the methodology and is as-
sisting the Ministry of Coal 
in conducting the auction 
process.

NATURAL RESOURCES

FINANCE MINISTER LAUNCHES BIGGEST EVER 
COAL MINE AUCTION OF 141 MINES
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   Auction to Benefit Twelve States Directly

     Mining Sector Reforms Providing Right Fillip to Eco-
nomic Growth, Says Finance Minister

    900 Million Ton Coal Production this Year Likely -  
Shri Pralhad Joshi; Coal Gasification to Get Focussed 
Attention

Union Minister for Commerce and 
Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food 
and Public Distribution and Textiles, 
Piyush Goyal today said India needs to 
become a quality conscious nation, and 
adopt quality as an integral part of the 
process in preparing the foundation of 
becoming a developed nation by 2047. 
Until India becomes a leader in quality, 
it will not be able to become a developed 
economy. He was addressing the inau-
gural session of the Bureau of Indian 
Standards Seminar on emerging global 
trends in laboratories of Atmanirbhar 
Bharat. 

To become a global manufacturing 
power, Goyal said, India will have to 
do both- expand its manufacturing eco-
system and also implement high quality 
standards for goods and services that 
it offers. Goyal added that BIS is a very 
important element in this entire ecosys-
tem.  He also lauded BIS for playing a 
catalytic role in the success of Make in 
India program. 

Referring to the agenda of Seminar, 
Goyal said we are looking at how India 
can be at the forefront of the modern 
contemporary testing ecosystem which 
is a must for India to become a manu-
facturing power to take forward the 

‘Make in India’ vision of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. He emphasized 
that India is on the right track to make 
testing and laboratory systems an inte-
gral part of the world which have been 
drawn up for India to not only satisfy 
the aspirations of a billion plus people, 
but to also meet the needs of a world 
that is very demanding. 

Emphasizing on the need for BIS to 
reassess its own processes and reorient 
itself to be in sync with modern require-
ments, Goyal said all three pillars of BIS 

- standards creation, ensuring adequate 
lab testing facilities across the country, 
and certification of products and pro-
cesses will have to become much more 
contemporary and technology driven.  

Goyal said that a mapping of India’s 
laboratory infrastructure has been 
done. This will help in assessing the 
critical gaps in the testing infrastruc-
ture across the country. He elaborated 

that these gaps could be in terms of 
long distances for particular indus-
tries to go and get their products either 
certified. There could be gaps in terms 
of technology that is in use in labs, or 
the type of equipment that is being 
used. He added that BIS is building up 
a roadmap to plug these gaps. To make 
India a quality conscious country, Shri 
Goyal said the Government will col-
lectively engage with the private sector 
and extend support, and also explore 
investments into the laboratories to 
have adequate infrastructure. Technol-
ogy will be at the fulcrum of all these 
efforts in order to minimize human 
interface, he added. 

He suggested having quality control 
orders for more products in the coun-
try and noted that medium and large 
industries have no excuse not to accept 
high quality standards and quality con-
trol orders. Implementing it will lead to 
greater acceptance in the markets and 
also help in ensuring that low quality 
goods do not come to India.  

He urged BIS to do a complete study 
of what quality standards the world is 
adopting, which are the areas that In-
dia needs to focus on and what can be 
done to build up the necessary infra-
structure to meet those standards.He 
said we should have our own Indian 
standards on every product and also 
asked Industry to align with the world 

standards. 
He suggested that Artificial intelli-

gence can be used in laboratory certi-
fication. Elaborating on this, he said If 
any company is consistently adhering 
to high quality standards, they can be 
removed from repeated inspections or 
can be given licenses for longer dura-
tion. This will reduce the burden on 
our industry and encourage consistent 
performance. He also asked BIS to 
look into extending significant sup-
port to Women Entrepreneurs, young 
Startups, MSMEs in terms of Testing 
Charges. 

Minister cited the example of Toys, 
where government efforts led to trans-
formation results with domestically 
made Toys meeting standards of qual-
ity, sustainability and safety. 

Goyal laid emphasis on the signifi-
cance of generating awareness among 
consumers. He said this will have to 
be a collective effort and also sought 
support of the media in this effort. To 
make India a testing hub and a country 
conscious of high quality, there is no 
better way than to become a demand-
ing consumer. He added that demand-
ing Quality will act as a driving force 
for our manufacturers and the whole 
ecosystem and help Leapfrog India into 
a vibrant, modern, contemporary, tech-
nologically enabled testing, inspection 
and certification story.

ANALYSIS 

UNION MINISTER PIYUSH GOYAL SUGGESTS HAVING 
QUALITY CONTROL ORDER FOR MORE PRODUCTS
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TOP OF THE DAY

‘AFGHANISTAN 
REGISTERS TRADE 
SURPLUS WITH 
PAKISTAN’
WASHINGTON: Afghani-
stan registered a mer-
chandise trade surplus 
of USD 79 million with 
Pakistan, from July 2021 
to June 2022, according 
to the latest report by the 
US monitoring agency. 
During this time frame, 
total exports to Pakistan 
from Afghanistan were 
worth USD 796.4 mil-
lion, compared to USD 
717 million in Pakistani 
exports to Afghanistan. 

“Afghanistan registered 
a merchandise trade 
surplus of USD 79 mil-
lion with neighbouring 
Pakistan, one of Afghani-
stan’s largest trading 
partners, from July 2021 
to June 2022, according 
to the most recent trade 
data collected by the 
World Bank,” said Spe-
cial Inspector General for 
Afghanistan Reconstruc-
tion (SIGAR). According 
to the report, Afghan 
exports are driven by 
mineral fuel, oils, and 
products, including the 
surge in coal exports.

CHINA PRIVATE 
SECURITY 
COMPANIES 
MAKING A BRI 
KILLING: REPORT
BEIJING: China’s private 
security companies 
(PSC) are likely to play 
a larger role in secur-
ing the country’s global 
interests and will act as 
a strategic tool to ensure 
its military presence 
in key regions around 
the world, according to 
Asia Times. Writing for 
the Asia Times, defence 
analyst Gabriel Honrada 
contended that China’s 
PSCs are expected to 
play a greater role in pro-
tecting Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI) projects after 
President Xi Jinping’s 
remarks at the recently 
concluded 20th Com-
munist Party Congress. 
China would “strengthen 
our capacity to ensure 
overseas security and 
protect the lawful rights 
and interests of Chinese 
citizens and legal entities 
overseas,” Xi said at the 
20th National Congress.

CANADA ORDERS 
THREE CHINESE 
FIRMS TO 
EXIT CRITICAL 
MINERALS DEALS
OTTAWA: Canada has 
ordered three Chinese 
firms to exit critical 
minerals deals with its 
companies, citing na-
tional security concerns. 
Canada’s Science and In-
dustry minister Francois-
Philippe Champagne said 
the decision was made 
after reviewing a number 
of investments in Cana-
dian companies engaged 
in the critical minerals 
sector, including lithium. 

“While Canada contin-
ues to welcome foreign 
direct investment, we 
will act decisively when 
investments threaten our 
national security and our 
critical minerals supply 
chains, both at home and 
abroad. In accordance 
with the Investment 
Canada Act, foreign 
investments are subject 
to review for national 
security concerns, and 
certain investments re-
ceive enhanced scrutiny,” 
Champagne said in a 
written statement.

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
has sought a report from Interior Min-
ister Rana Sanaullah on the attack that 

injured the Pakistan Tareekh-e-Insaaf (PTI) 
leader and former PM Imran Khan.

He also directed the Interior Minister to get a re-
port from the Punjab Chief Secretary and 
IGP Punjab. “Imran Khan is be-
ing shifted to Lahore for medical 
treatment,” he told Asad Umar. 
PTI leaders, including Sena-
tor Faisal Javed, former Sindh 
Governor Imran Ismail, Ahmed 
Chatta, and Umar Dar, were also 
injured in the incident, he add-
ed, according to ARY News. 
As the incident took place in 
Punjab, the Chief Minister of 
the province, Parvez Elahi, in-
structed the provincial IGP 
to submit a report after a 
thorough investigation. 
“Those behind this inci-
dent will be brought to jus-
tice soon, and the injured 
will be provided the best 
medical care,” the Chief 
Minister said.

The incident took 
place when the Haqeeqi 
March entered Wazi-
rabad. Following the fir-
ing, there was a stampede. 
Everyone, including the 
PTI leaders on the container, 
panicked, the reports said. 
At the time of the firing, the con-
voy had reached near Zafarali 
Khan Chowk, ARY News said. 
The media reports quot-
ing sources said that there 
are reports of five people 
injured in the firing inci-
dent. Those injured have 
been transported to the hos-
pital in ambulances, it added. 
ARY News, quoting sources, said 
the alleged shooter has been detained.

A ship leaves with grains from a Black Sea port.

The Japanese government said that no damage from the 
missile has been reported till now.

North Korea launched at 
least three ballistic missiles 
with one of them disappear-
ing from the radar over the 
sea of Japan which triggered 
an alert for residents in Ja-
pan to take shelter, Kyodo 
News Agency citing Japa-
nese government reported.

The Japanese govern-
ment said that no damage 
from the missile has been 
reported till now. It had ear-
lier urged residents in some 
northeastern and central 
Japan prefectures to remain 
indoors. The news agency 
citing Japanese Defense 

Minister Yasukazu Hamada 
said that the first missile was 
launched around 7:40 a.m. 
on a potential trajectory over 
Japan, but it disappeared 
from radar over the Sea of 
Japan. “We are still inves-

tigating the cause of its dis-
appearance,” Hamada told 
reporters. This comes a day 
after North Korea fired off 
a barrage of at least 23 mis-
siles of various types from its 
east and west coasts, includ-

ing the one that landed near 
South Korean territorial 
waters for the first time since 
1953, Japan Times reported. 
Soon after the missile was 
launched, Japan’s Prime 
Minister’s Office issued an 
instruction. The first one 
states to dedicate maximum 
effort to gathering and 
analyzing information and 
providing the public with 
speedy and adequate infor-
mation. 

“Ensure the safety of air-
craft, vessels, and other as-
sets” and third is to “Take 
all possible measures for 
precaution, including readi-
ness for contingencies.”

RISING TENSIONS

North Korea fires three ballistic missiles, 
triggers alert for residents in Japan
TDG NETWORK
TOKYO

14 million people have been 
forcibly displaced from 
their homes since the start 
of Ukraine’s invasion on 24 
February this year, United 
Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees Filippo 
Grandi has said.In a brief-
ing to the Security Council 
on Wednesday, the UN refu-
gee chief said, “The Russian 
invasion of Ukraine has 
driven the fastest and larg-
est displacement witnessed 
in decades. Some 14 million 
people have been forced 
from their homes since the 

24th of February.” Filippo 
Grandi warned that the 
Ukrainians are about to face 
one of the world’s harshest 
winters in extremely diffi-
cult circumstances.

“Humanitarian organi-
zations have dramatically 
scaled up their response, but 
much more must be done, 
starting with an end to this 
senseless war,” he said.As 
the war continues to prolong 
in Ukraine, the UN refugee 
chief said that the destruc-
tion caused by strikes at civil-
ian infrastructure is quickly 
making the humanitarian 
response look like a drop in 
the ocean of needs.He said 

UNHCR’s focus is increas-
ingly on helping displaced 
people in Ukraine, working 
under the government’s able 
leadership. 

Of the neighboring coun-
tries, Moldova continues to 
need special attention, given 
its vulnerability. “Meanwhile 
in the European Union, we 
have seen an open, well man-
aged, and above all shared 
refugee response that has 
proven wrong many of the 
statements frequently re-
peated by some politicians: 
that Europe is full; that re-
location is impossible; that 
there is no public support 
for refugees,” he added.

WAR FALLOUT 

14 MILLION UKRAINIANS DISPLACED 
SINCE RUSSIAN INVASION: UNHCR
TDG NETWORK
NEW YORK

Targeting former President 
Donald Trump and other 
Republicans who continue 
to spread lies about the 
2020 election, US President 
Joe Biden on Wednesday 
said that democracy cannot 
be taken for granted in the 
country, emphasizing that 
people have to defend de-
mocracy.

With less than one week to go 
before the midterm elections, 
the President made the case in 
the Democratic National Com-
mittee speech that “American 
democracy is under attack 
because the defeated former 
president of the United States 
refused to accept the results of 
the 2020 election.” While ad-
dressing the nation on preserv-
ing and protecting democracy, 
Biden said, “We can’t take de-

mocracy for granted any lon-
ger.” “He (Trump) refuses to 
accept the will of the people, he 
refuses to accept the fact that he 
lost. He has abused his power 
and put the loyalty to himself 
before loyalty to the Constitu-
tion. And he’s made a big lie 
an article of faith of the mega 
Republican Party, the minority 
of that party.”

“This intimidation, this vio-
lence against Democrats, Re-
publicans, and non-partisan 
officials just doing their jobs, 
is the consequence of lies told 
for power and profit, lies of 
conspiracy and malice, lies 
repeated over and over to gen-
erate a cycle of anger, hate, vit-
riol, and even violence,” Biden 
said speaking at a Democratic 
National Committee event at 
Union Station near the Capi-
tol. Highlighting the threats 
to democracy and the political 
violence, Biden further urged 

people to confront those lies 
with the truth, “the very fu-
ture of our nation depends on 
it”. Recalling the violent assault 
on US House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi’s husband, Paul Pelosi, 
Biden said, “After the assail-
ant entered the home asking 
where is Nancy, where is Nan-
cy those were the very same 
word used by the mob when 
they stormed the US capitol 
on January 6. When they broke 
the window kicked in the doors 
brutally attacked law enforce-
ment roam the carters...and 
erected gallows to hang former 
vice-president Mike Pence. It 
was an enraged mob that have 
been whipped up into a frenzy 
by a President repeating over 
and over again that the big lie 
that the election of 20202 had 
been stolen, it’s a lie that fueled 
the dangerous rise in political 
violence and voter intimidation 
over the past two years.”

TARGETS REPUBLICANS

Ahead of midterm polls, Biden urges 
Americans to ‘defend democracy’
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

Six-grain ships have left 
Ukraine ports a day after 
Russia agreed to resume its 
participation in the UN-bro-
kered grain deal to allow ex-
ports through the Black Sea, 
Al Jazeera reported.

“After the resumption of the 
grain initiative, six ships left 
Ukrainian ports,” Al Jazeera 
reported quoting the Turkish 
minister of Defence, Hulusi 
Akar. Russia on Wednesday 
resumed its participation in 
the Black Sea grain deal, af-
ter securing guarantees from 
Ukraine on the non-use of the 
humanitarian corridor and 
ports designated for the ex-
port of agricultural products 
for military operations.  “With 
the help of an international 
organization and Turkey, 

the necessary written guar-
antees from Ukraine on the 
non-use of the humanitarian 
corridor and Ukrainian ports 
designated for the export 
of agricultural products for 
military operations against 
the Russian Federation were 
obtained and submitted to 
the Joint Coordination Cen-
tre (JCC) on November 1,” the 
Russian defense ministry said 
in a statement.

 Moscow said the Ukrainian 
side, in particular, officially 
assured that ‘the maritime 
humanitarian corridor will be 

used only in accordance with 
the provisions of the Black Sea 
Initiative and the related JCC 
regulation’.

 The UN-brokered Black Sea 
Grain Initiative was signed 
during a ceremony in Istanbul 
in July. Under the deal, ships 
transporting grain from three 
Ukrainian ports travel along 
an agreed corridor to markets 
worldwide.

The grain deal signed be-
tween Russia and Ukraine 
with the United Nations and 
Turkey paved the way for the 
export of 22 million Ukrainian 

grains which remained stuck 
in three Black Sea Ports, be-
coming a “beacon of hope” 
for millions of starving people 
across the globe. India had 
also raised concern at the Se-
curity Council about the sus-
pension of the UN-brokered 
Black Sea Grain initiative, 
saying that this move is likely 
to further exacerbate the food 
security, fuel, and fertilizer 
supply challenges faced by 
the world.  Indian diplomat R 
Madhu Sudan said the Black 
Sea Grain deal had provided 
a glimmer of hope for peace 
in Ukraine and helped con-
tribute to lowering the prices 
of wheat and other commodi-
ties. The initiative resulted in 
the export of more than nine 
million tonnes of grains and 
other food products out of 
Ukraine.

‘BEACON OF HOPE’

SIX GRAIN SHIPS LEAVE UKRAINE PORTS 
AFTER RUSSIA REJOINS GRAIN DEAL
TDG NETWORK
KYIV

IMRAN KHAN INJURED 

PAKISTAN PM SEEKS ‘ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT’ REPORT 
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD PAKISTAN’S HISTORY OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE

Country’s first Prime 
Minister Liaquat Ali Khan 
shot dead in Rawalpindi

Former PM Benazir Bhutto 
was murdered by a 15-year-
old suicide bomber, Bilal. 
She had just finished an 
election rally in Rawalpindi. 
Bilal had been asked to carry 
out the attack by the 
Pakistani Taliban.

At least 4 people killed, in-
cluding the son and brother 
of Sanaullah Zehri, the pro-
vincial chief of the Pakistan 
Muslim League – Nawaz 
(PML-N) in restive Balo-
chistan’s Khuzdar district

Ikramullah Gandapur , a for-
mer provincial minister and 
senior leader of the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf, was killed in 
a suicide attack near his car in 
Dera Ismail Khan district

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Senior 
Minister, Bashir Ahmad Bilour, 
was assassinated in a suicide 
attack in Peshawar

General Musharraf 
survived an elimination 
attempt when a powerful 
bomb went off minutes 
after his convoy crossed a 
bridge in Rawalpindi

Hussain Ali Yousafi (Chairman of 
the Hazara Democratic Party) was 
shot dead at Quetta

Punjab Minister for Social Welfare Zil-e-
Huma Usman was shot down in Gujranwa-
la. Her assassin, Mohammed Sarwar, was 
reported to have been motivated by her 
refusal to abide by the Islamic dress code. 

Former Premier Zulfikar 
Ali Bhutto’s elder son, 
Mir Murtaza Bhutto,  
killed in Karachi
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The outlawed Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) 
claimed responsibility 

for carrying out 43 attacks in 
18 districts of Pakistan, saying 
that most of the time it was ei-
ther in retaliation or in defence, 
according to the report pub-
lished by TTP.

According to the report, most 
of the attacks were carried out 
in Khyber Agency. In Khyber, 9 
attacks were taken out by mili-
tants, North Waziristan 6, Dera 
Ismail Khan 4, Lakki Marwat: 
4, Bajaur Agency: 3, South 
Waziristan: 2, Charsadda: 2, 
Bannu: 2, and Peshawar: 2 In 
addition to it one attack each 
was carried out in Karachi, La-
hore, Kohat, Chaman, Pishin, 
Tank, Nowshera, Karak, and 
Mardan.

Earlier, the report issued by 
its media wing “Umar Media”, 
claimed that overall 113 secu-
rity personnel including 60 
troops, 30 policemen, 19 FC, 
and 4 intelligence agencies per-
sonnel were killed and injured. 
Five vehicles and 03 construc-
tions of security forces were de-

stroyed. Militants got two AK 
47 rifles, 1 G3 gun, and 1 LMG 
as booty. Ten militants were 
also killed in clashes and raids. 
Earlier, US Special Representa-
tive for Afghanistan Thomas 
West raised concerns about 
increasing attacks by TTP in 
Pakistan.

“The [increase in] attacks led 
by banned TTP is a challenge 
that Pakistan has been dealing 

with,” said US Deputy Assis-
tant Secretary for Afghanistan 
in a recent interview, as quoted 
by The News International 
newspaper.

Over US ties with the Af-
ghan Taliban, West said: “I 
don’t believe that there will be 
any practical partnership be-
tween the US and Taliban.” He 
pointed out that the Taliban’s 
harboring of slain Al Qaeda 

chief Ayman al-Zawahiri was 
a clear violation of the Doha 
agreement. The warning on 
TTP-led violence was given 
amid a sharp rise in attacks 
in recent months that has set 
alarm bells ringing in both 
Islamabad and Rawalpindi.

Pakistan media reports have 
flagged the growing presence 
of Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
in the northwest part of the 

country, following the Tali-
ban takeover of Afghanistan 
in August last year.

Earlier this month, Pakistan’s 
State Minister for Law Sha-
hadat Hussain conceded that 
terror activities had increased 
sharply. The highest number 
of terror incidents in Pakistan 
this year was recorded in Sep-
tember. An Islamabad-based 
think tank pointed to the re-
sumption of attacks by the 
outlawed Tehrik-i-Taliban 
Pakistan. The number of terror 
attacks increased in September 
compared to August this year, 
the Dawn said in an earlier re-
port citing the Pakistan Insti-
tute for Conflict and Security 
Studies (PICSS).

September witnessed 42 mil-
itant attacks with an increase 
of 35 per cent compared to 
August. The Pakistani think 
tank also observed an increase 
of 106 per cent in violence in 
erstwhile Fata and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP).

In August this year, the think 
tank said the militants carried 
out 31 attacks across Pakistan, 
in which 37 people were killed 
and 55 others injured.

RISING CONCERN

TALIBAN MILITANTS CLAIM ONUS 
FOR 43 ATTACKS IN PAKISTAN

The Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan released new videos showcasing its training.

Social media sites were down for thousands of users 
across Pakistan on Wednesday.

Social media sites including 
Facebook, Instagram and 
WhatsApp were down for 
thousands of users across 
Pakistan on Wednesday, ac-
cording to outage tracker 
Downdetector.

The apps went down after 
5 pm, the Dawn newspaper 
reported citing the website, as 
#WhatsAppDown trended on 
Twitter in the country. Twitter 
users in Pakistan complained 
about connectivity and logging 
into accounts. But later users 

reported being able to send and 
receive messages. Downdetec-
tor is an online platform that 
provides users with real-time 
information about the status 
of various websites and ser-
vices. Last week, WhatsApp 
went down for almost two 
hours, in what was reported 
to be a global outage. Users of 
the Meta-owned instant mes-
saging and voice call platform 
had reported that they were 
unable to send group as well 
as personal chats during the 
outage. Users of WhatsApp 
web were also affected by the 
outage. 

Women in Karachi are afraid 
of utilizing the city’s transport 
options due to a spike in inci-
dents of molestation in cabs, 
and rickshaws.

Describing the grim situation 
of Karachi regarding transport, 
a woman, Hira said, “I get free 
from work around 9.30 pm 
and all the buses and minibus-
es available in the afternoon are 
long gone by that time,” as she 
lamented her plight, reported 
The Express Tribune. Another 
woman, Khalida Begum, who 
is a housemaid and works in 

Pakistan stated that the situa-
tion of roads in Karachi with no 
security worries them.

“I have to wait for a rickshaw 
which has a majority of female 
passengers as male passengers 
make me worry for my safety,” 
she said. However, refuting the 
claims, the President of the Ka-
rachi Transport Ittehad, Irshad 
Bukhari, said that women 
prefer buses and minibuses 
because they have reserved 
seats for women. Somehow, the 
statements of women victims 
describe a different picture.

According to The Express 
Tribune, advisor to CM Sindh, 

Waqar Mehdi, when asked if 
the government planned on ad-
dressing the plight of women 
by introducing female-friendly 
public transport, said, “the gov-
ernment was trying to solve 
public transport problems for 
everyone in Karachi.”

Pakistan’s Global Gender 
Gap Index has worsened over 
time. In 2017, Pakistan ranked 
143, slipping to 148 in 2018. 
According to the last year’s 
‘Global Gender Gap Report 
2021’, Pakistan ranked 153 out 
of 156 countries on the gender 
parity index, that is, among the 
last four.

CONNECTIVITY ISSUE

MOLESTATION INCIDENTS

WhatsApp, Facebook, 
Instagram suffer 
outage across Pakistan

Women in Karachi afraid of city’s 
transport options due to safety concerns
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China, in its quest to emerge 
as a global power, is us-
ing economic coercion as a 
strategy to defend its objec-
tives and interests, reported 
Geo-politik.

Beijing is putting forward 
a message to businesses and 
governments of financial 
consequences if measures 
are taken in a manner it 
sees as unacceptable. This 
practice of coercion is suc-
cessful in preventing parties 
from crossing boundaries 
that are sensitive to China’s 
interests, at times which it 
sees as a threat to its secu-
rity, Geo-Politik reported.

The employment of re-
cently established defensive 
economic measures, such 
as the anti-foreign sanc-
tions law, as well as wide-
spread boycotts, and trade 
and tourism restrictions 
are among them. Another 
tactic used against foreign 
businesses doing business 

in China is administrative 
discrimination. Exclusion 
from public procurement 
and penalties for claimed 
regulatory infractions are 
two examples of such ac-
tions. 

Consumer products, com-
modities, and the service 
industries are Beijing’s 
most frequent targets. Busi-
nesses in these industries 
must accept the unsettling 
reality that their operations 
in China are extremely vul-
nerable, according to Geo-
Politik.

Most instances of econom-
ic coercion are brought on 
by concerns with national 
security and sovereignty. 
This mostly refers to mat-
ters pertaining to Taiwan, 
other East, and South China 
Sea territorial claims, or hu-
man rights concerns. But as 
China becomes more ada-
mant about defending its 
interests, the boundaries are 
becoming increasingly hazy.

Considered unfair treat-
ment of Chinese enterprises 

abroad, such as prohibitions 
against Chinese network 
providers, notably Huawei, 
is one of the new red lines. 
However, businesses have 
also come under fire for 
supporting political parties 
that Beijing accuses of pur-
suing anti-Chinese policies 
and like in the instance of 
Australia over COVID-19’s 
beginnings in 2020, started 
to push back against gov-
ernments harming its repu-
tation. The use of economic 
coercion does not indicate a 
positive trade partnership. 
Beijing relies on businesses 
to advocate for its interests 
by employing a carrot-and-
stick strategy. But it would be 
extremely unsettling if inter-
national businesses decided 
it was safer to support Chi-
na’s viewpoints and attempt 
to sway the policies of their 
governments toward China. 
But if China uses economic 
pressure too frequently, it 
will hurt its economy and 
lose some of its efficacy, Geo-
Politik reported. 

In the wake of the excessive 
rise in crimes against jour-
nalists in Afghanistan since 
the Taliban seized power, 
the United Nations Assis-
tance Mission in Afghanistan 
(UNAMA) stated in its report 
on the human rights violation 
of at least 200 reporters.

UNAMA tweeted on 
Wednesday on the occasion 
of the International Day to 
End Impunity for Crimes 
against Journalists that the 
crackdown on media is still 
persistent in the country and 
that arbitrary detentions and 
intimidation are a part of a 
media person’s life in Kabul, 
Khaama Press reported. 
Taking to Twitter, UNAMA 
said, “Human rights abuses 
of more than 200 reporters 
in Afghanistan recorded by 
UNAMA since August 2021. 
Record high numbers include 
arbitrary arrest, ill-treatment, 

threats and intimidation.”
“Media in #Afghanistan is in 

peril. Let us all help #Protec-
tJournalists #EndImpunity,” 
UNAMA tweeted.

The UNAMA called for the 
protection of Afghan media 
at all costs and added that 
the media is in “peril”. In ad-
dition, Antonio Guterres, the 
UN Secretary-General, stated 
that more than 70 journalists 
have died this year as a result 
of their job, reported Khaama 
Press. “We must end the com-
mon culture of impunity and 
enable journalists to do their 
essential work,” Guterres 
wrote on his Twitter handle.

Meanwhile, according to 
Tolo News, some journalists 
in the capital said that they 
were faced with restrictions 
while covering security events 
and access to information.

“Security forces don’t allow 
us to cover events and that is 
a serious problem because 
media and people who watch 

the media want to be aware of 
events,” said another reporter, 
Abid Momand.

Since the Taliban took over 
Afghanistan in mid-August 
last year, it rolled back wom-
en’s rights advances and 
media freedom revoking the 
efforts on gender equality 
and freedom of speech in the 
country.

According to a report by 
the South Asian Media Soli-
darity Network (SAMSN) 
over 45 per cent of journalists 
have quit since the terrorist 
outfit assumed power. The 
ever-increasing restrictions 
against media in Afghanistan 
have also drawn widespread 
criticism globally with the 
United Nations (UN) and the 
Committee to Protect Journal-
ists (CPJ) decrying the arrests, 
demanding the Taliban stop 
harassing local journalists 
and stifling freedom of speech 
through continued detentions 
and threats.

MESSAGE TO BUSINESSES

UN REPORT

CHINA USES ‘ECONOMIC COERCION’ 
TO ACHIEVE ITS GOALS

‘AFGHAN MEDIA UNDER THREAT 
AMID CRIMES AGAINST JOURNOS’
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WIDESPREAD POVERTY

Gender equality continues to 
plunge in Pakistan: Report

The sophisticated system 
of education in Pakistan 
for women is still an elusive 
dream as the government 
has been negligent in mak-
ing relevant arrangements 
that can close the gender gap 
with significant improve-
ments. Experts believed that 
the widespread poverty and 
unsafe social environment 
also create hindrances for 
women to seek education 
and gain financial security, 
Daily Times reported.

The experts said that wom-
en couldn’t access education 
or also could not access their 
free will and choices of life 
because of the widespread 
poverty and unsafe social en-
vironment. These issues cre-
ate hindrances for women 
to step out, seek education 

and gain financial security. 
Pakistan has still made no 
progress since its last year’s 
Global Gender Gap Index re-
port as in this year, the coun-
try ranked the second-worst 
country in terms of gender 
parity. Pakistan ranked 145 
out of 146 states in the Global 
Gender Gap Index. Last year, 
Pakistan ranked 153rd out of 

156 countries on the index.
The patriarchal nature of 

the society and regressive 
cultural norms in Pakistan 
has led the country to stand 
in the second last position. In 
Pakistan, a woman is not giv-
en equal access to education, 
health, and other economic 
opportunities as she is con-
sidered to be a weak segment 

of society that should not be 
given the liberty to exercise 
her free will and choices in 
life, reported Daily Times.

In the Global Gender Gap 
Report which was released 
by World Economic Forum, 
Pakistan is placed in the 
145th spot in a survey of 146 
countries.

As per the statistics, Paki-
stan has 107 million women 
and the country closed at 
56.4 per cent in the report’s 
gender gap index. The report 
observed, “this is the highest 
overall level of parity Paki-
stan has posted” since the 
launch of the global gender 
gap report by WEF in 2006.

Meanwhile, the report 
titled “25 Million Broken 
Promises” by Alif Ailan (an 
alliance that works for edu-
cation reform) informed that 
there are currently 25.02 mil-
lion boys and girls between 

the ages of 5 and 16 who are 
not in school. It has been 
observed that among these 
children, 13.7 million (55 per 
cent) were school girls and 
11.4 million (45 per cent) were 
school boys.

This report suggests that 
boys were given more pref-
erence over girls in terms of 
education. Roshaneh Zafar, 
founder and managing di-
rector of Kashf foundation 
complained about the low 
literacy rates of women in 
the country. “The percep-
tions that investing in girls’ 
education does not result in 
the economic uplift of fami-
lies deter parents from send-
ing girls to school”, she said. 
She further added that there 
is a need to raise awareness 
of the importance of educat-
ing women and girls and the 
positive results it brings to 
women and their families.
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Pakistan ranked 145 out of 146 states in the Global Gender Gap 
Index. 

After facing criticism for 
his plan to charge Twitter 
users USD 8 a month to get 
or keep a verified account, 
Tesla CEO Elon Musk came 
up with a cryptic tweet that 
one gets what one pays for.

Talking to Twitter, Musk 
wrote, “you get what you 
pay for” and labeled it as a 
“spoiler alert” for Twitterati. 
He further said, “Being at-
tacked by both right & left 
simultaneously is a good 
sign”.

“Twitter is simply the 
most interesting place on 
the Internet. That’s why 
you’re reading this tweet 
right now,” the Tesla CEO 
added.

Soon after Musk an-
nounced his plan for a new 
Twitter version, people 
expressed their disappoint-
ment over his decision.

Musk’s plan to charge 
Twitter users to get a 
verified account quickly 
prompted outrage and dis-
belief among some long-
time microblogging site 
users. However, the back-
lash did not affect Musk. 
On Wednesday morning, 
he took to Twitter and re-
affirmed his stance on the 
matter at hand.

“To all complainers, please 
continue complaining, but it 
will cost USD 8,” he tweet-
ed. “Totally stole idea of 
charging for insults & argu-
ments from Monty Python 
tbh,” Musk later added.

A day ago, Musk an-
nounced what amounted 
to a Twitter plus paid sub-
scription service that will 
allow users to post long 

videos, and audio and also 
combat “spam and scam.”

“Twitter’s current lords 
& peasants system for who 
has or doesn’t have a blue 
checkmark is bullshit. Pow-
er to the people! Blue for 
USD 8/month,” he tweeted.

Meanwhile, Musk who 
closed the USD 44 billion 
twitter acquisition deal and 
took control of the micro-
blogging platform has 
changed his bio to “Twitter 
complaint hotline operator.”

The Twitter Blue sub-
scription launched widely 
almost a year ago as a way 
to view ad-free articles from 
some publishers and make 
other tweaks to the app, 
such as a different color 
home screen icon.

In April, Twitter accepted 
Musk’s proposal to buy 
and take the social media 
service private. However, 
Musk soon began sowing 
doubt about his intentions 
to follow through with the 
agreement, alleging that 
the company failed to ade-
quately disclose the number 
of spam and fake accounts 
on the service. In July, in a 
surprising turn of events, 
Elon Musk who had long 
been showing his interest to 
buy Twitter terminated the 
deal. The Tesla CEO did so 
by alleging that Twitter vio-
lated their mutual purchase 
agreement by misrepresent-
ing the number of spam and 
fake bot accounts on its plat-
form.

CRYPTIC TWEET

You get what you pay for, says 
Musk on ‘blue tick’ criticism
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON FEEDBACK APPRECIATED, NOW PAY: 

MUSK’S REPLY TO U.S. POLITICIAN 
WASHINGTON: Twitter’s new owner Elon Musk 
never leaves a chance 
to give a befitting reply 
to his critics. As he 
is currently facing 
backlash over his 
decision to charge 
Twitter users USD 8 
per month to get a 
verified account, the 
Tesla CEO is making 
sure to reply to his 
trollers and critic with 
an epic response. US 
politician Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez recently took a dig at Elon Musk over 
the blue tick fee. In her tweet, Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez wrote, “Lmao at a billionaire earnestly 
trying to sell people on the idea that ‘free speech’ is 
actually an USD 8/mo subscription plan.” Replying 
to Alexandria, Elon reiterated his stance on the blue 
tick fee and quipped, “Your feedback is appreciated, 
now pay USD 8.”Musk’s response left many netizens 
in splits. “Savage,” a social media user commented. 
“Oh My God! Musk is epic,” another one wrote.

Twitter’s new owner Elon 
Musk .
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Bull racing 
(Kalappoottu) 

competition 
being held 

at Sahib 
Memorial 
Kalapoot 

Kandam, in 
Kozhikode on 

Wednesday. 

BULL POWER  

#IMRANKHAN 

ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT ON 
FORMER PAK PM IMRAN KHAN, 
NETIZENS REACT      
Ex-Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan has been 
reportedly injured in a firing incident near his container 
during a long march he was carrying out to protest 
against the ruling coalition.The incident took place 
when the Haqeeqi March entered Wazirabad. Follow-
ing the firing, there was a stampede during the march. 
Everyone including the PTI leaders on the container 
panicked.

Soon after the news broke, the hashtag #ImranKhan 
took to top trends as netizens shared their reactions. 
One of the netizens said, “Prayers for Imran Khan’s 
good health and safety. Pakistan cannot afford to lose 
another national leader. “

Another user said, “Keep the Political differences 
aside and let’s pray for all those, got injured by this 
incident of Firing on #ImranKhan’s long march in Wa-
zirabad! May all the victims get complete recovery and 
good health sooner.”

“I always 
keep 
practising. 
Flow and 
confidence 
are 
important 
for a player.”

— MOHAMMED SHAMI

BRAIN-PICKING 

India’s star pacer after win over Bangladesh.

TRIBE 

DEPICTION OF MAHABHARATA 
STORIES  VIA FOLKLORE 
TDG NETWORK
RAIPUR                                       

The Jaunsar tribe artists 
from Uttarakhand presented 
stunning folk tales based on 
Mahabharata stories on the 
second day of the ongoing 
national tribal dance festival 
in Chhattisgarh’s Raipur on 
Wednesday. The three-day 
dance festival began in Raipur 
on Tuesday.

Folk artists from Uttra-
khand performed by the 
Jaunsar tribe presented folk 
tales based on the stories of 
the Mahabharata era.

The Jaunsar tribe is deeply 
associated with the stories of 
the Mahabharata and consid-
ers the Pandavas as their role 
models. They display the leg-
ends of the Pandavas through 
folklore and Harul dance. 

The specialty of the dance is 
the instrument called Ramtu-
la, which makes the folk dance 
even more melodious.

In the Harul dance of the 
Jaunsar caste, a person sit-
ting on an elephant swings 
the axe-like weapon with his 
hands and sprinkles flowers 
and rice on masses, symbolis-
ing prosperity.

In this way, heroic deeds are 
also performed through he-

roic actions. In its presenta-
tion, a folk artist from Uttara-
khand prepared tea by setting 
a kettle on his head and setting 
it on fire. 

The spectators were amazed 
to see this scene. The art-
ists also performed a “Ha-
rul dance,” in which earthen 
lamps were lit like in the ritual 
during Deepawali.

Besides, tribal artists from 
various other states, including 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharash-
tra, Nagaland, and Andhra 
Pradesh, presented their 
culture and folklore through 
their performances today.

The first session today be-
gan with the “Gendi dance” 
from Madhya Pradesh. In 
this dance form, dancers cre-
ated human pyramids and 
showcased amazing balanc-
ing skills by climbing on top 
of one another. 

TDG NETWORK 
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FASHION 

Heidi Klum broke 
the internet when 
she came out wear-

ing a Halloween costume 
that looked like a worm. It 
had many people wonder-
ing how she pulled it off 
or, more importantly, how 
she used the restroom. She 
knew it wouldn’t be easy to 
get out of her gigantic worm 
costume when she had to use 
the restroom.

Heidi spoke to Page Six on 
the red carpet of the Hallow-
een party she was attending, 
where she said, “That’s going 
to be tricky!”

When Page Six further 
asked her how she planned 
on using the restroom with 
this costume, she said, “A lot 
of it has to come off... When 
I gotta go, I’ll have to de-strap 

and make it happen some-
how.”

Heidi told Page Six that she 
needed assistance moving 
about since the outfit, which 
took more than 10 hours to 
finish, left her feeling “claus-
trophobic.”

According to Page Six, she 
told reporters present there, 

“It’s hard for me to move.” 
“I don’t really have arms or 
legs.”

She added, “When I fall 
over, I need someone to help 
me get back up.” I’m kind 
of stuck in it, you know? “It 
feels a little claustrophobic.”

Heidi later abandoned her 
slimy costume to reveal a 
dazzling mesh outfit that 
didn’t leave much to the 

imagination.
She came for the party 

along with her husband, Tom 
Kaulitz, who was dressed as 
a fisherman.

Heidi Klum’s model daugh-
ter Leni, Elon Musk and his 
mother Maye, Ice-T and 
Coco, Kim Petras, and Heath-
er Graham were among the 
other attendees at the spooky 
Halloween party.

The perils of wearing 
a gigantic worm outfit

500 MILLION-YEAR-OLD FOSSILS SOLVE MANY 
EVOLUTIONARY RIDDLES

EVOLUTION 

Scientists have been able to resolve a 
long-standing conundrum in the his-
tory of life on Earth by determining the 
appearance of the earliest creatures to 
create skeletons thanks to an extremely 
well-preserved collection of fossils that 
were found in eastern Yunnan Province, 
China.

The findings were released in the Pro-
ceedings of the Royal Society B.

In a geological flash, between 550 and 
520 million years ago, during the Cam-
brian Explosion, the first creatures to de-
velop strong, hard bones appeared in the 
fossil record. Many of these early fossils 
are plain, hollow tubes with lengths be-
tween a few millimetres and many cen-
timetres. Due to the lack of preservation 
of the soft components required to dis-
tinguish them as belonging to the main 
groups of animals that are still living 
today, it was practically impossible to de-
termine what kind of creatures formed 
these skeletons.

Four specimens of Gangtoucunia 
aspera with soft tissues intact, including 
the stomach and mouthparts, are part of 
the new collection of 514 million-year-old 
fossils. 

These demonstrate that this species 
had a mouth bordered by a ring of 5-mm-
long smooth, unbranched tentacles. 
These were probably employed to sting 
and catch prey—such little arthropods. 
The fossils also demonstrate that Gang-
toucunia had an interior cavity-parti-
tioned blind-ended gut that spanned the 
length of the tube and was only open at 
one end.

These characteristics are only present 
in contemporary jellyfish, anemones, 
and their near cousins (known as cnidar-
ians), which are soft-bodied animals that 
are exceedingly uncommon in the fossil 
record. The research demonstrates that 
these primitive creatures were among 
the first to develop the hard bones that 
make up most of the fossil record.

The scientists hypothesised that Gang-

toucunia had a rigid tube structure at-
tached to the subterranean substrate, 
comparable to current scyphozoan jel-
lyfish polyps. The mouth of the tentacle 
would have protruded from the tube but 
could have been drawn back within to 
evade predators. The tube of Gangtou-
cunia was formed of calcium phosphate, 
a hard material that also makes up our 
own teeth and bones, unlike live jellyfish 
polyps. It has become less common for 
animals to use this substance to build 
skeletons throughout time.

According to the corresponding au-
thor, Dr. Luke Parry of the Department 
of Earth Sciences at the University of Ox-
ford, this finding is really one in a million. 

Due to the lack of a classification sys-
tem, these unexplained tubes, some-
times found in groups of hundreds of 
individuals, have been referred to as 
“problematic” fossils. 

One of the most important pieces of the 
evolutionary puzzle has been securely 
set in place thanks to these exceptional 
new examples.

The new specimens unequivocally 
show that, contrary to what had previ-
ously been hypothesised for analogous 
fossils, Gangtoucunia was not related 
to annelid worms (earthworms, poly-
chaetes, and their cousins). It is now evi-
dent that annelids have segmented bod-
ies with transverse body partitioning, 
whereas Gangtoucunia had a smooth ex-

terior with a gut divided longitudinally.
The fossil was found at a site in the 

Gaoloufang section of Kunming, eastern 
Yunnan Province, China. Here, anaero-
bic (oxygen-poor) conditions limit the 
presence of bacteria that normally de-
grade soft tissues in fossils.

PhD student Guangxu Zhang, who 
collected and discovered the specimens, 
said: “The first time I discovered the 
pink soft tissue on top of a Gangtoucunia 
tube, I was surprised and confused about 
what they were.

” In the following month, I found three 
more specimens with preserved soft tis-
sue, which was very exciting and made 
me rethink the affinity of Gangtoucu-
nia. The soft tissue of Gangtoucunia, 
particularly the tentacles, reveals that 
it is certainly not a priapulid-like worm 
as previous studies suggested but more 
like a coral, and then I realised that it is 
a cnidarian.

Although the fossil unequivocally 
demonstrates that Gangtoucunia was a 
prehistoric jellyfish, it is still possible that 
other early tube-fossil species had com-
pletely different appearances. The study 
team had previously discovered well-
preserved tube fossils from Cambrian 
rocks in Yunnan province that may be 
classified as priapulids (marine worms), 
lobopodians (worms with paired legs 
closely linked to modern arthropods), 
and annelids.
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MUSIC 

IMAGINE DRAGONS ARE 
COMING TO INDIA

Get ready to witness a live 
performance by renowned 
international music band 
Imagine Dragons and that 
too in India.
 Imagine Dragons will 
headline the inaugural edi-
tion of the music festival 
Lollapalooza India, Variety 
reported.

 The international music 
festival will be held at Mum-
bai’s Mahalaxmi Racecourse 
from 28 January to 29 Janu-
ary , 2023. 

Global acts performing 
during the event also in-
clude The Strokes, Ameri-
can classic rock band Greta 
Van Fleet, electronic dance 

music›s Diplo and Zhu, In-
do-Canadian Punjabi music 
and rap-star AP Dhillon, 
and dream-pop artists Ciga-
rettes After Sex.

The lineup also features a 
mix of Indian and interna-
tional acts including Prateek 
Kuhad, Divine, Japanese 
Breakfast, Madeon, Alec 
Benjamin, Jackson Wang, 
Chelsea Cutler, The Wom-
bats, Imanbek, Kasablanca, 
Apashe, Raveena, The Yel-
low Diary, Bloodywood, 
Sandunes, Aswekeep-
searching, The F16s, Kayan, 
Tejas, House of Hashbass, 
Madboy/Mink, T.ill APES, 
Kumail, Kavya, Mali, Tan-
maya Bhatnagar, Easy Wan-
derlings, and Aadya.

Imagine Dragons band.
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FIVE UNUSUAL WAYS TO BEAT STRESS
The hectic schedules, busy routines, junk diets, work 
pressure, etc. increase the level of stress and anxiety in 
many people. If you want to enjoy a happy mood, peace-
ful sleep, and stay calm, then you need to try some 
never-before-tried stress relieving methods. There are 
a number of unusual ways to reduce stress. Let us take 
a look at five of the most unusual ways to beat stress. 

BITING HOT CHILLI
When you are stressed, your mind plays a trick 
and narrows its focus to only the things that ruin 
your peace. Temporary distractions like movies, 

video games, and alcohol can be dangerous to your health 
or waste your time. Don’t worry, there is an unusual hack 
that can save you. Biting into a hot chilli can help you get 
distracted and remove your focus from the things that 
are bothering you. The scientific reason behind it is, that 
a strong source of sensory stimulation is able to jolt your 
mind away from any bothersome and obsessive thoughts.

TRY YAWNING
Your brain gets warm when you are stressed 
and something is bothering you. The best 
way to get rid of this is to find a way to cool 

it down. One such way is to yawn. Isn’t it interesting? It 
has a cooling effect on your brain. Try to yawn if you’re 
stressed out and need a release of some sort.

ICE-COLD WATER
Another unusual way is to dip your face in 
icy-cold water. If you find yourself in a heart-
pounding  situation, then try dipping your face 

in ice-cold water. When you do this, the diving reflex 
gets activated. This can calm your brain, slow your 
heart  rate, and regulate your blood pressure. These 
responses have been shown to have the side effect of 
strongly lowering anxiety. Unusual, but useful.

QUICK PHYSICAL MOVEMENT
Stress builds up when your body lacks 
movement. A quick physical movement 
session can reduce stress levels to a great 

extent. Whenever you feel stressed and you want quick 
relief, go for a walk or a run in nature. Your blood flow 
will get shot and your brain will be calm in a very short 
period of time.

CHEWING GUM
Apart from providing fresh breath, chewing 
gum can actually help you with your stress-
levels. In a 2008 study led by Andrew Scholey, 

Ph.D., participants who chewed gum on a regular basis 
reported lower levels of anxiety, increased alertness, 
decreased stress, and improved multitasking abilities.

— APOORVA CHAUDHARY 
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Source: Wikimedia Commons

The Machchhu river in Gujarat, where the suspension bridge collapsed on 30 October 2022.

amid a blame game

Morbi MiShap: rethink 
publiC infraStruCture 
ManageMent urgently
on 30 october 2022, the collapse of a 
suspension bridge in Morbi, gujarat 
led to the death of over 140 citizens, 
with several reported missing and 

injured. the bridge over the Mach-
chhu river was more than a century 
old and was thrown open just four 
days ago after nearly seven months 
of closure for repair and renovation. 
the collapse of the bridge and resul-
tant deaths have pulled into action au-

thorities from across the centre, state, 
and local administration. however, 
finer details create an image similar to 
most public infrastructure failures of 
the past in india. they involve a blame 
game between authorities and private 
contractors, setting up committees to 

enquire about the reason for failure 
and announcement of ex-gratia to 
next of kin of the dead and the injured. 

unlike several public infrastructure 
failures in the past, the Morbi bridge 
collapse should not turn into just an-
other breaking news incident. it must 

be a turning point in improving the 
condition of public infrastructure 
management which is essential to 
prevent future occurrences of simi-
lar incidents. the bridge collapse is 
not a loner in infrastructure failures 
leading to such a high death count. 

While there has been a decline in the 
incidents and the death toll due to 
public infrastructure failures over the 
last several decades, the reasons for 
most failures are preventable through 
proper oversight and procedural fol-
low-ups.

Damini mehta

a Repeat of mistakes: past bRidge failuRes 
other public infrastructure failures of 
the past leading to a high fatality rate in-
clude the Darjeeling bridge collapse in 
West bengal (october 2011) that left 32 
killed and 60 injured. according to re-
ports from the time, the bridge suffered 
heavy damage during the September 
2011 earthquake and a lack of a proper 
check for damages after the natural di-
saster was the main cause behind the 
collapse. the collapse of a footbridge in 
arunachal pradesh in the same month 
killed 30 people, mostly children. built 
in 1987, the bridge collapsed due to 
heavy load, with over 63 people on it at 
the time of the incident. 

the March 2016 Vivekananda flyo-
ver Collapse in West bengal presents 
another case of public infrastructure 
failure in india. according to reports, 
the collapse of the under-construction 
flyover was due to negligence in qual-
ity check, faulty design and use of im-
proper construction material. 26 peo-
ple were killed and 60 injured in the 

incident even as iVrCl infrastructure 
and projects pvt. ltd., incharge of con-
structing the flyover, shrugged off re-
sponsibility by describing the collapse 
as an “act of god ‘’.  

More recently, the kolkata-Majerhat 
flyover collapse in September 2018 
and the March 2019 Mumbai foot over-
bridge collapse in Maharashtra, while 
led to fewer casualties and injuries 
(three and six people killed and over 
24 and 30 injured respectively), both 
draw a similar picture of negligence by 
authorities to conduct timely inspec-
tions and supervision. the kolkata-
Majerhat flyover was visibly damaged 
after weeks of continuous rains and 
proper inspection, closure and repairs 
of the bridge could have prevented the 
tragedy. in the 2019 Mumbai bridge col-
lapse, similar to Morbi, the bridge was 
old and was audited fit for use just six 
months before the incident. 

other major public infrastructure 
failures include train derailments, ac-

cidents on roads and highways due to 
black spots, and hospital fires most in-
volving human negligence on the part 
of the immediate service providers cou-
pled with the local authorities’ inability 
to regularly inspect and enforce existing 
safety standards. 

the 2021 Madhya pradesh hospital 
fire due to a short circuit at the paedi-
atric critical care unit of kamla nehru 
hospital in bhopal leaving four infants 
dead, a major fire at a hospital and can-
cer institute in east Delhi in 2017 re-
quiring immediate evacuation of all 92 
patients, and a fire at a CoViD-19 iCu 
ward of the district hospital in ahmed-
nagar, Maharashtra (2021) resulting in 
the death of 14 are all cases in point. 

in all three cases, hospitals lacked 
safety measures suggested by the local 
civic bodies, but the incidents also indi-
cate negligence on part of local authori-
ties in taking timely action through 
inspection and enforcement of safety 
rules and regulations. 
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Chhath Puja celebrations on Morbi bridge turned fatal on 30 October 2022, when the 125-person 
capacity bridge saw nearly 500 people walking on it.
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Contributing reports by  Yuvraaj Singh Rahal, 
Junior Research Associate at Polstrat, Meherin 
Singh Kalsey, Aditi Agrawal, Vriti Yadav, Kajol 
Sharma, Lakshmi Saladi, Research Interns at 
Polstrat

Repeated occurrences of infrastructure failures due to preventable rea-
sons call for a need to set in place procedures for selecting firms to do 
repairs, proper inspections and audits by municipalities and civic engi-
neers before throwing open the structure to large-scale public use. Clear-
cut rules and regulations in using high-quality construction material 
during initial construction and follow-up repairs and maintenance are 
also needed. However, setting up an institutional mechanism for super-
vision, inspection and approvals essentially needs to be coupled with 
strict enforcement of the rules without which no set of policy measures 
will yield the desired results of preventing death tolls and loss of public 
money.  

The lack of above-mentioned measures appears to be behind the Morbi 
bridge failure too. Experts are citing several reasons for the bridge col-
lapse ranging from improper repair and maintenance, inability to regu-
late the crowd and failure to conduct inspections and security checks 
before opening the bridge for public use. According to Sudib Kumar 
Mishra, associate professor at the Department of Civil Engineering at IIT-
Kanpur who specialises in structural engineering, the sudden collapse 
of the bridge suggests that most or all the suspension cables were either 
weak or corroded, most likely due to wear and tear over years. Accord-
ing to several reports, the incident can be attributed to the old age of the 
bridge. However, repairs to the bridge were completed just a few days ago 
to fix the deterioration in cables and other parts of the structure. In the 
event that the damages are irreparable, civic authorities should have kept 
the bridge closed for public use. 

Poll-bound Gujarat is already witnessing a politicisation of the heart-

wrenching tragedy which has seen more than 140 die even as the death 
toll increases every day. Opposition parties, the Aam Aadmi Party and 
the Indian National Congress are leaving no stone unturned in slamming 
the incumbent BJP which has been ruling the state for more than two 
decades and also runs the Morbi Municipality. However, the tragedy calls 
for all stakeholders to come together and put in place strong mechanisms 
to prevent the repeat of another Morbi in Gujarat or anywhere else in In-
dia.

Need for Clear GuideliNes, iNstitutioNal oversiGht 
MeChaNisMs aNd proper eNforCeMeNt 

the BlaMe GaMe
A 2020 study on ‘Analysis of bridge failures 
in India from 1977 to 2017’, published in the 
international journal ‘Structure and Infra-
structure Engineering’, states that as many 
as 2,130 bridges—excluding culverts and 
pedestrian bridges—have failed to provide 
the intended service or collapsed during 
various phases of construction in the last 
four decades. The deterioration of material 
besides natural disasters was the reason for 
10.1 per cent of bridge failures, while over-
loading contributed to 3.28 per cent of bridge 
failures. Morbi bridge, which was nearly 150 
years old, had a sanctioned load capacity 
of about 100-150 people at a time, but had 
more than 500 visitors on the bridge at the 
time of the 30th October incident. 

District Authorities have attempted to 
shrug off responsibility by passing the 
blame on the firm contracted for repair, 
maintenance and operations of the bridge, 
a trust owned by private company Oreva 
— manufacturer of small household items 
such as Ajanta clocks apart from battery-
operated bikes. Local officials claim that the 
firm failed to obtain a fitness certificate from 
the municipality to recommence operations 
after the seven-month shutdown for repairs. 
According to the Morbi municipality, the 
owner of the bridge, and the one in charge of 
conducting safety inspections and enforcing 
safety rules for local public infrastructure, 
the firm failed to inform them of the reopen-
ing on the 26th of October thereby not giving 
them enough time to conduct inspections 
before the recent tragedy.

The aftermath of most infrastructural 
failures in India, whether or not leading to 
a high death count, somewhat lead to a simi-
lar fate. Police move in to arrest the immedi-
ate culprits, and government action involves 

suspending officials and persons responsi-
ble for operations followed by announce-
ments to set up a committee to enquire about 
the incident. Financial support is also prom-
ised to the families of the dead and injured. 
However, little is done to improve the status 
of public infrastructure. 

In Morbi too, just like other bridge collaps-
es in the past, local police have arrested nine 
people, all associated with Oreva group, 
the firm contracted to maintain and oper-
ate the bridge. The accused include man-
agers, ticket booking clerks (all employed 
by Oreva), two people contracted to repair 
the structure, and security personnel at the 
bridge. As of now, municipal authorities and 
officials, responsible for maintaining public 
infrastructure and preventing threats to the 
lives of citizens through proper oversight 
and inspection at regular intervals, have not 
faced any action. 

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendrabhai 
Patel announced an ex-gratia of Rs 4 lakh to 
the family of each deceased and Rs 50,000 
to the injured in the Morbi Tragedy. The PM 
office also announced an additional ex-gra-
tia of Rs 2 lakh for the families of those who 
died in the incident apart from Rs 50,000 
for the injured. State Home Minister Harsh 
Sanghavi declared that those found guilty 
will be strictly punished and a criminal case 
will be registered against them. In line with 
the usual responses in cases of public infra-
structure failures, a five-member committee 
has been set up to enquire about lapses in 
the renovation of the 150-year-old suspen-
sion bridge. However, there is a clear need to 
go beyond the initial action of financial sup-
port, police arrests and setting up red-tape 
committees to enquire about and study the 
failures. 
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The Event Technical Com-
mittee of the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2022 has ap-
proved Mohammad Haris 
as a replacement for Fakhar 
Zaman in the Pakistan squad 
on Thursday.

Pakistan Cricket Board 
named Mohammad Harris 
as the replacement for in-
jured Fakhar Zaman for the 
remainder of the T20 World 
Cup Harris was named as a 
replacement for Fakhar after 
he sustained a posterior cru-
ciate ligament (PCL) injury 
to his right knee.

Fakhar was nursing a knee 
injury before coming into the 
tournament and it got aggra-
vated after the game against 
the Netherlands on Sunday.

“Obviously with any knee 
injury, it takes time to have 
100% recovery. Fakhar and 
the team understood the 
risks of coming into the tour-
nament and we got him in. 
You saw how he performed 

with batting... Unfortunately 
in the last match, he had a bit 
of a twist which aggravated 
his injury,” ESPNcricinfo 
quoted Pakistan team doc-
tor Najeebullah Soomro as 
saying.

“We were aware of the 

risks of the comeback. He 
is obviously an important 
player for the team. The 
player, the medical staff and 
the team management were 
aware of that. We decided to 
bring him back in. In cricket, 
and any sport, we take risks. 

Sometimes they pay off, 
sometimes they don’t,” he 
added.

Two defeats by the narrow-
est of margins have left Paki-
stan on the edge of the ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup 2022, 
but not yet totally out of the 

picture in terms of qualifica-
tion for the semi-finals.

Pakistan team still have a 
hint of hope of reaching the 
knockout stage. First, they 
must beat South Africa on 
Thursday. Even if the Men 
in Green register victories in 
their final two group games 
against South Africa and 
Bangladesh they will need 
other results to go their way 
to earn a semi-final spot.

The replacement of a player 
requires the approval of the 
Event Technical Committee 
before the replacement play-
er can be officially added to 
the squad.

The Event Technical Com-
mittee of the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2022 consists of 
Wasim Khan, ICC General 
Manager - Cricket (Chair); 
Chris Tetley, ICC Head of 
Events; Peter Roach, Crick-
et Australia, Shane Doyle, 
Men’s T20 World Cup Lo-
cal Organising Committee; 
Shaun Pollock (Indepen-
dent) and Ian Bishop (Inde-
pendent). 

Mohammad Haris to replace Fakhar Zaman in 
Pakistan’s T20 World Cup squad

Mohammad Haris

MAJESTIC FORM
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‘Virat Kohli’s T20 World Cup 
statistics are super freakish’

India’s star batter Virat 
Kohli’s majestic form has 
left everyone in awe, former 
Australia all-rounder Shane 
Watson has called the 
“Chasemaster’s” statistics in 
the T20 World Cup “super 
freakish”.

Virat has scored 220 runs 
in the tournament in four 
innings at an average of 
220.00. Three fifties have 
come out of his bat, includ-
ing a top-class 82* against 
Pakistan. He is the leading 
run-scorer in the tourna-
ment so far. “He is a freak 
and those statistics are su-
per freakish. It’s incredible 
that you can bat in such a 
high-risk format and score 
consistently. It’s ridiculous,” 
Shane Watson said on Star 
Sports.

“Over 1,000 runs in T20 
World Cups at an average of 
over 80, I am not able to get 
my head around this. T20 
cricket is a high-risk game, 

high-risk batting and to 
think that he can do it at the 
biggest tournament, averag-
ing so much and winning so 
many games for his coun-
try,” he added.

Kohli carried his rich 
vein of form forward in the 
match too. He became the 
highest run-scorer in the 
history of the T20 World 
Cups when he took his 16th 
run in this innings and also 

went on to play yet another 
magnificent knock of an 
unbeaten 64 from 44 deliv-
eries, his third fifty of this 
tournament. With this, Vi-
rat’s record in T20 World 
Cup is - 1,065 runs in 23 in-
nings across 25 matches at 
an average of 88.75. 13 half-
centuries have come off his 
bat, with the best score of 
89*. His strike rate in the 
tournament is 132.46.

Virat Kohli

BIGGEST VICTORY

SUPRIYA SAXENA
NEW DELHI

Rafael Nadal was de-
feated by Tommy Paul on 
Wednesday at the Rolex 
Paris Masters, giving him 
his biggest career victory.

The Spaniard’s title run 
and Carlos Alcaraz’s exit 
in the third round would 
have allowed Rafael Nadal 
to surpass his compatriot at 
the top of the rankings, but 
the American’s 3-6, 7-6(4), 
6-1 triumph prevented that. 
Instead, the American de-
nied the World No. 2 a po-
tential return to the top of 
the ATP Rankings.

“It’s probably my best 
win. I  was obviously 
pumped for the matchup 
because it’s always inter-
esting when you play one 
of the Big Three. I’ve only 

played him the second 
time, but the first time I 
was so nervous. It was 
weird, this time I wasn’t 
really nervous. I was pret-
ty relaxed going onto the 
court and the day before. 
I think that played a role. 
I came out playing pretty 
well. He got the first set, but 
I feel like I played pretty 
well from the jump,” Paul 
said as quoted by ATP.

After a sluggish start to 
the Paris evening session, 
Paul was down a set and 
a break before breaking 
Nadal at love to even the 
match at 2-2. From 
that point on, the 
A m e r i c a n  t o o k 
control and used his 
aggressive baseline 
game to generate three 
more break chances before 

winning the set in the tie-
break.

Paul took an early lead 
in the decider 

thanks to a 
way- ward 
ser-

vice game 
from Nad-
al, and the 

American 
pushed home 
his advantage 

after surviv-
ing a thrill-
ing game to 
hold for 3-1. 

After 

climbing 
out of  a 0/40 
hole on the return, 
Nadal came within mil-

lime- tres of tying 
the set, but a po-

tential win-
ner landed just 

wide and Nadal’s 
challenge was unsuc-

cessful. The criti-
cal hold was made 
possible by a suc-
cessful Paul chal-
lenge at deuce 
that erased a 
Nadal winner on 
the same sideline.

In the following 
game, Paul increased 
his lead by scoring a win-
ner and showcasing his 
quickness to chase down 
a drop shot and break for 
the fourth time. The game 
was over after two hours, 
and 32 minutes, following 
a fifth break. In his first 
ATP Tour match since the 

US Open and his first as 
a father, Nadal displayed 
glimpses of brilliance but 
was unable to maintain 
it, especially down the 

stretch when he 
appeared out 

of  sorts. 
When he 
hunted 
down 
a lob in 
set two, 

he made 
a highlight-

reel  play by 
choosing a spinning fore-
hand over a tweener and 
hooking it past a dumb-
founded Paul for a passing-
shot winner.

After the loss, Nadal may 
focus on the Nitto ATP Fi-
nals, which will happen 
from 13-20 November.

TOMMY PAUL UPSETS NADAL AT THE ROLEX PARIS MASTERS

The 
American 

denied the World No. 
2 a potential return to 

top of the ATP Rankings. 
Nadal may focus on the 
Nitto ATP Finals, which 
will happen from 13-

20 November 

BOWING OUT

Kapil, Sparsh end campaign at 
Asian Boxing Championships

I n d i a n  b o x e r s  K a p i l 
Pokhariya and Sparsh Ku-
mar bow out of ASBC Asian 
Elite Boxing Championships 
after losing their respective 
round of 16 bouts in Am-
man, Jordan on Thursday.

Kapil (86 kg), who was 
making his international 
debut, was up against Iran’s 
Pouria Amiri. The boxer 
from Uttarakhand started 
the bout in an attacking 
fashion and dominated his 
opponent to comfortably 
win the first round. His 
Iranian opponent showed 
his experience and came 
back strongly in the second 
round with a flurry of re-

lentless punches. Kapil tried 
to counter-attack but con-
ceded a lot of punches in the 
process. Pouria continued 
to control the bout against 
a tired Kapil and secured a 
comfortable 5-0 win.

Late on Wednesday night, 
Sparsh (51kg) went down 
fighting and lost the bout 

1-4 against the Olympic 
bronze medallist and reign-
ing World Champion Saken 
Bibossinov of Kazakhstan.

Later in the day, Savita 
(50kg) will be in action 
against the Tokyo Olympic 
bronze medallist Tsukimi 
Namiki of Japan in the pre-
quarterfinal bout.

Indian boxers Kapil Pokhariya and Sparsh Kumar 
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FIRING INCIDENT

PAKISTAN PLAYERS CONDEMN 
ATTACK ON IMRAN KHAN

Pakistan cricket team 
players and former pacer 
Shoaib Akhtar on Thurs-
day condemned the attack 
on former Pakistan Prime 
Minister and legendary 
cricketer Imran Khan.

The 1992 World Cup-
winning captain was in-
jured in a firing incident 
near his container dur-
ing a long march he was 
carrying out to protest 
against the ruling coali-
tion, reported ARY News. 
“Strongly condemn this 
heinous attack on @Im-
ranKhanPTI. May Al-
lah keep Kaptaan safe 
and protect our beloved 
Pakistan, Ameen,” Paki-
stan skipper Babar Azam 
tweeted.

Shoaib Akhtar also 
condemned the attack. 
“Heard about the attack 
on @ImranKhanPTI. 
Alhamdolillah he is fine 
and in good spirits. This 
clip of him is from after 
the attack. I strongly con-
demn the attack,” he said 
in a tweet.

“Strongly condemn 

the attack on @Im-
ranKhanPTI. May he stay 
safe and get well soon. 
Aameen,” former Paki-
stan batter Mohammad 
Hafeez tweeted.

“Highly condemn the at-
tack on @ImranKhanPTI. 
My prayers for the health 
and speedy recovery of 
all the injured people 
and deceased. May Allah 
SWT protect Pakistan, 

Ameen,” Pakistan batter 
Fakhar Zaman wrote in a 
tweet.

The incident took place 
when the Haqeeqi March 
entered Wazirabad. Fol-
lowing the firing, there 
was a stampede during 
the march.

At the time of the fir-
ing, the convoy had 
reached near Zafarali 
Khan Chowk, reported 

ARY News. The incident 
took place in Wazirabad 
on a day Team Pakistan 
played a Super 12 must-
win match against South 
Africa in Sydney in the 
T20 World Cup.

Pakistan registered 
a comprehensive vic-
tory over South Africa 
in Sydney and kept their 
chances alive for a semi-
final spot. 

Pakistan skipper Babar Azam and former Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan 

The 1992 World Cup-winning captain was injured in a 
firing incident near his container during a long march he 
was carrying out to protest against the ruling coalition
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HEAPING PRAISE

Pakistan captain Babar 
Azam was delighted after 
Pakistan defeated South 
Africa by 33 runs (DLS 
Method) and heaped 
praise on Mohammad Ha-
ris, who replaced Fakhar 
Zaman in the Pakistan 
squad and smashed an 11-
ball 28 in the match against 
Proteas.

Iftikhar Ahmed and Sha-
dab Khan’s sensational fif-
ties followed by Shaheen 
Shah Afridi’s three-wicket 
haul guided Pakistan to a 
33-run victory over South 
Africa in a rain-curtailed 
do-or-die match in their 

Super 12 encounter of the 
ongoing ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup at the SCG in 
Sydney on Thursday. In 
the rain-curtailed 14-over 
match, skipper Temba Ba-
vuma top-scored for South 
Africa with 36 off 19 while 
Aiden Markram played a 
knock of 20 runs in 14 de-
liveries, for Pakistan Sha-
heen bagged three while 
Shadab Khan scalped two 
wickets.

Despite the win the 
Pakistan skipper was not 
happy with his and open-
er Mohammad Rizwan’s 
form as both the batters 
failed to contribute in the 
must-win match.

“Very happy with the 

way the team performed. 
Rizwan and I were not up 
to the mark, but the way 
Haris played, he’s a differ-
ent player and shifted the 
momentum. Then Shadab 
and Ifti were outstanding 
in finishing the innings,” 
Babar said in the post-
match presentation.

The “Player of the match” 
Shadab Khan contributed 
both with bat and ball as 
he smashed 52 runs and 
bagged two wickets.

“These are our best play-
ers and everyone is ready to 
play. Everyone is a match-
winner. The first two 
matches were close losses, 
but we’ve given 100% in 
the last two matches and 

you never know, cricket is 
a funny game, we hope for 
the best,” said the Pakistan 
skipper. Their last Super 12 
match of Group 2 is against 
Bangladesh at the Adelaide 
Oval. With this compre-
hensive victory over the 
Proteas, Pakistan can 
keep hoping against hope 
for a miracle after doing 
what was needed of them 
against South Africa. 

With the win, Pakistan 
claimed third place in the 
Group 2 points table with 
four points in their hands. 
Even after the defeat South 
Africa are placed in the 
second spot in the table 
with five points in their 
hands. 
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RIZWAN AND I 
WERE NOT UP TO 
THE MARK: BABAR 
AZAM AFTER  
WIN OVER SA

Babar Azam plays a shot during the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022 match against South Africa, at Sydney Cricket Ground, on Thursday.
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Indian star batter Virat Kohli 
has been nominated for the 
ICC Men’s Player of the 
Month award, while Jemi-
mah Rodrigues and Deepti 
Sharma made the cut for 
the Women’s Player of the 
Month category on Thurs-
day.

The lineup for the ICC 
Men’s Player of the Month 
features three superstars 
from the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup in Australia. In-
dia’s talisman Virat Kohli is 
nominated following his he-
roics with the bat, most no-
tably in the win against arch-
rivals Pakistan as read in a 
statement released by ICC. 
South Africa’s David Miller 
impressed in the lead-up to 
the tournament, and con-
tinued his sparkling form in 
Australia, including during 
his side’s victory over India 
to secure his place in the list.

Sikandar Raza of Zimba-
bwe completes the lineup 
and seeks to reclaim the 

award he won in August 
thanks to a series of Player 
of the Match performances 
in the opening stages of the 
T20 World Cup.

In the ICC Women’s Player 
of the Month category, Jemi-
mah Rodrigues and Deepti 
Sharma are named on the 
shortlist following their Asia 
Cup heroics for India.

Rodrigues ended the 
tournament as the leading 
run-scorer while teammate 

Sharma was named Player 
of the Tournament and joint-
leading wicket-taker.

Nida Dar is the final candi-
date in contention for claim-
ing the award for October 
as her handy contributions 
with bat and ball drove Paki-
stan to the semi-finals of the 
same event. An independent 
ICC Voting Academy and 
fans worldwide can now 
vote to decide the winners, 
which will be announced 

next week.
Kohli is nominated for the 

very first time in the ICC 
Player of the Month awards, 
and while registering 205 
runs across the calendar 
month, he showed glimpses 
of his very best form. He 
looked at ease in scoring 
an unbeaten 62 against the 
dogged Netherlands, how-
ever, his highlight came in 
the era-defining innings 
played in front of a full 

house in Melbourne as his 
side claimed a historic vic-
tory against rivals Pakistan. 
The iconic display saw Kohli 
rally his side from 31 for four 
to chasing down the 160 tar-
get on the final ball, thanks 
to an unforgettable score of 
82 not out from 53 balls.

Like Kohli, Miller is also 
named on the men’s shortlist 
for the very first time, and 
he started the month in the 
bilateral series against In-
dia, scoring 117 runs across 
three ODIs and 125 runs in 
two T20Is, including a bru-
tal knock of 106 not out in 79 
balls in Guwahati. This blis-
tering form was carried into 
the T20 World Cup where 
his most significant contri-
bution during the month 
came in the successful run 
chase against the same op-
position on a challenging 
Perth track. His unbeaten 
59 was crucial to seeing his 
side over the line after losing 
quick wickets early, further 
outlining his credentials as 
a big game player for South 
Africa.

Virat Kohli, Jemimah Rodrigues, Deepti Shama 
nominated for ICC Player of Month award

ICC Player of the month nominees

Iftikhar Ahmed and 
Shadab Khan’s sensa-
tional fifties followed 

by Shaheen Shah Afridi’s 
three-wicket haul guided 
Pakistan to a 33-run victory 
over South Africa in a rain-
curtailed do-or-die match in 
their Super 12 encounter of 
the ongoing ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup at the SCG in 
Sydney on Thursday.

In the rain-curtailed 14-
over match, skipper Temba 
Bavuma top-scored for 
South Africa with 36 off 
19 while Aiden Markram 
played a knock of 20 runs 
in 14 deliveries. For Paki-
stan Shaheen bagged three 
while Shadab Khan scalped 
two wickets. With this com-
prehensive victory over the 
Proteas, Pakistan can keep 
hoping against hope for a 
miracle after doing what 
was needed of them against 
South Africa.

With the win, Pakistan 
claimed third place in the 
Group 2 points table with 
four points in their hands. 
Even after the defeat South 

Africa are placed in the sec-
ond spot in the table with five 
points in their hands.

Chasing a competitive 
target of 186, South Africa 
got off to a bad start as they 
lost their opener Quinton 
de Kock and Rilee Rossouw 
under three overs and left 
tottering at 16/2.

Pakistan’s star pacer Sha-
heen Afridi struck in the 
very first over of the innings 
as he dismissed de Kock for 
zero. In the third over of the 

innings, Afridi produced 
a stunning short and wide 
outside-off delivery to send 
Rossouw packing for 7 runs.

Temba Bavuma and Aiden 
Markram then handled the 
charge as they hammered 
Haris Rauf for 20 runs in 
the fourth over of the game.

Shadab Khan was then 
brought into the attack and 
the bowler proved he is one 
of the best bowlers of Paki-
stan’s attack as he removed 
well-set batter Bavuma for 

36 off 19 and Markram for 
20 off 14, leaving South Af-
rica tottering at 66/4.

Tristan Stubbs then came 
out to bat. After 9 overs rain 
stopped play, new batters 
Tristan Stubbs batting at 2* 
off 6 and Heinrich Klaasen 
playing unbeaten at 2 off 4, 
South Africa’s score read 
69/4. At that point Pakistan 
were 16 runs ahead on Duck-
worth-Lewis-Stern (DLS) 
method.

The play was resumed af-

ter much delay and South 
Africa’s innings was reduced 
to 14 overs, with a DLS target 
of 142. That meant the Pro-
teas needed 73 from their 
remaining five overs.

In the first over of the re-
sumed play, Tristan Stubbs 
slammed Shadab Khan for 
14 runs with the help of a 
stunning four and a six.

Heinrich Klaasen also 
opened his hands to slam 
Afridi for back-to-back two 
fours, however, his stint on 
the crease was cut short as 
he was dismissed after scor-
ing 15 off 9 deliveries.

Wayne Parnell then came 
out to bat, but the latter 
could not do much as he was 
dismissed by Mohammad 
Wasim Jr in the 12th over of 
the innings after scoring just 
three runs. Kagiso Rabada 
then came out to bat.

The equation went down 
to Proteas needing 43 runs 
in 12 balls. Naseem Shah’s 
slower ball removed Stubbs 
for 18 off 18 in the 13th over 
of the game. In the last over 
South Africa’s batters could 
only manage to score 7 runs 
and handed a 33-run win to 
Pakistan.

T20 WORLD CUP 
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PAKISTAN CLINCH 33-RUN WIN AGAINST 
SA TO KEEP SEMI-FINAL HOPES ALIVE

Shaheen Afridi celebrates a dismissal during the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022 match against South 
Africa, at Sydney Cricket Ground, in Sydney on Thursday.

STUNNING VICTORY
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After Team India regis-
tered a stunning victory 
over Bangladesh, India 
opener KL Rahul said he 
knew that he was hitting 
the ball well in the game.

Fifties from Virat Kohli 
and KL Rahul, and superb 
bowling spells by bowlers 
helped India clinch a 5-run 
victory over Bangladesh 
in a rain-curtailed clash of 
Group 2, Super 12 match 
of the ongoing ICC T20 
World Cup in Adelaide on 
Wednesday.

In a rain-curtailed 16-
over match, Liton Das lit 
up Bangladesh’s chase with 
his 60 coming of 27 balls 
but the batter could not 
guide his team home. For 
India, Arshdeep Singh and 
Hardik Pandya bagged two  
wickets each.

Rahul set the tone for 

India’s innings with some 
breathtaking shots right 
from the start. He was 
still going a run-a-ball but 
things changed when he 
hit two sixes and a four off 
Shoriful Islam in the ninth 
over of the innings. Rahul 
reached his fifty after play-
ing 31 deliveries.

“Today was my day 

where I got off to the start. 
A few shots went on to 
hit the middle of the bat. I 
think every innings is im-
portant. It is disappointing 
that you do not perform in 
a few matches. I knew in 
my heart that I was hitting 
the ball well,” KL Rahul 
said in a post-match pre-
sentation.

TODAY WAS MY DAY, I WAS HITTING BALL WELL: 
KL RAHUL AFTER WIN OVER BANGLADESH

KL Rahul

ALLEGATION

TDG NETWORK
ADELAIDE 

BANGLADESH ACCUSES VIRAT KOHLI 
OF FAKE FIELDING AFTER 5-RUN LOSS
Nurul Hasan has alleged 
that the on-field umpires 
overlooked an instance of 
Virat Kohli’s false fielding 
that may have led to five po-
tentially significant penalty 
runs for Bangladesh follow-
ing Bangladesh’s five-run loss 
to India on Wednesday.

In the seventh over of Ban-
gladesh’s chase at Adelaide 
Oval, Liton Das played the 
ball off Axar Patel in the di-
rection of the deep off-side 
field. Arshdeep Singh threw 
the ball, and Kohli, who was 
positioned at point, attempt-
ed a shy at the stumps as the 
ball passed him. The on-field 
umpires Marais Erasmus and 
Chris Brown didn’t do any-
thing about it at the time, 
and neither did the Bangla-
desh batsmen (Najmul Hos-
sain Shanto and Liton Das). 
“We all saw that it was a wet 
ground. Eventually, when we 
talk about these things, there 
was also a fake throw. 

It could have been a five-run 
penalty. That also could have 

gone our way, but unfortu-
nately, even that didn’t ma-
terialise,” Nurul said 
as quoted 
b y  E S -
PNcricin-
fo.

In accor-
dance with 
Cricket Law 
41.5,  which 
deals with un-
fair play, “de-
liberate distrac-
tion, deceit, or 
obstruction 
of the bat-
ter” is pro-
hibited. If an 
occurrence is 
found to be a 
violation, the 
umpire may 
rule that specific deliv-
ery to be a dead ball 
and grant the batting 
side five runs.

Given that Arsh-
deep’s toss from the 
deep was intercept-
ed by Kohli’s right 
hand as he indicat-
ed for a relay throw, 

the replay could be viewed as 
an effort at misdirection on 
his part.

Earlier, the fifties from 
Virat Kohli and KL Rahul, 

and superb bowling spells 
by bowlers helped India 

clinch a 5-run victory 
over Bangladesh in 

a rain-curtailed 
clash of Group 2, 

Super 12 match 
of the ongo-
ing ICC T20 
World Cup 
in Adelaide 
on Wednes-
day. In a rain-
curtailed 16-
over match, 
Liton Das 
lit up Ban-
gladesh’s 
chase 
with his 
60 com-
ing off 27 
balls but 
the bat-
ter failed 
to guide 
his team 
home. 

HYLO OPEN: 
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Satwik-Chirag sail into 
pre-quarters, Saina 
Nehwal crashes out

Indian men’s badminton duo 
of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
and Chirag Shetty continued 
their winning juggernaut at 
the Hylo Open, defeating 
Chinese Taipei’s Yang Lee 
and Chen Lu in Saarbruck-
en, Germany on Wednesday.

The Satwik-Chirag team, 
which last week won the 
French Open, overcame a 
deficit in the first set to de-
feat the Chinese Taipei team 
19-21, 21-19, and 21-16 in 61 
minutes. Yang Lee, who 
won the gold medal in men’s 
doubles at the 2020 Sum-
mer Olympics in Tokyo, was 
paired with Chen Lu rather 
than his customary partner 
Chi-Lin Wang.

The Chinese Taipei team 
managed to score seven 
points in a row after a close 
first game to put Satwik-
Chirag on the defensive. The 
Indian team attempted a 
comeback, but Yang Lee and 
Chen Lu were able to hold on 
and win the first game.

In the second game, which 

was also intense, the two 
pairs quickly traded points. 
However, Satwik and Chirag 
maintained their composure 
in the dying seconds to level 
the match. The Indian bad-
minton team came back in 
the decisive game to advance 
to the round of 16, where 
they will face Rory Easton 
and Zach Russ of England.

B u s a n a n  O n g b a m -
rungphan of Thailand de-
feated Saina Nehwal for the 
sixth time in a row in the 

women’s singles competi-
tion. Busanan, the third 
seed, triumphed 21-15, 21-8.

Saina Nehwal, who won 
bronze at the London 2012 
Olympics, was competi-
tive in the first game, but 
Busanan scored four points 
in a row to win. The Thai 
continued to gain momen-
tum in the second game and 
finished out the opponent in 
34 minutes. Saina Nehwal 
suffered her fourth straight 
defeat in the opening round.

Chirag Shetty and Satwiksairaj Rankireddy

CLASH AGAINST EAST BENGAL 
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ISL: CHENNAIYIN FC TARGET RETURN TO WINNING WAYS 
Chennaiyin will be back in 
action after a break of al-
most a fortnight when they 
take on East Bengal at the 
Salt Lake Stadium in Kol-
kata on Friday.

Chennaiyin currently 
find themselves seventh 
in the league table with 
four points from three 
matches. The team began 
their campaign with a win 
against ATK Mohun Bagan 
before playing out a draw 
against Bengaluru FC. In 
the most recent fixture, 
the Marina Machans went 
down against FC Goa and 
will aim to bounce back, 
bag home all three points, 
and climb up the points 
table. Their opponents 
for the night, East Bengal 
too come into this fixture 
on the back of a loss over 
local rivals ATK Mohun 
Bagan and will be eager to 
get back to winning ways; 

thus, fans can be in for an 
entertaining encounter.

Speaking about  the 
preparations for the game 
and the long break, coach 
Thomas Brdaric said that 
his boys feel rejuvenated 
and are battle ready. “We 
utilized the break to recov-
er. We analysed our game 

and trained hard. We are 
motivated for the match. 
The most important factor 
is that we must be strong 
mentally to face any situ-
ation. I am happy that my 
boys have that mental forti-
tude,” Brdaric said, speak-
ing to the media at the pre-
match press conference in 

Kolkata on Thursday as 
quoted by Chennaiyin FC 
in an official statement.

Chennaiyin have worked 
on ironing out its flaws 
during this break and have 
reworked on its strategies. 
When asked about their 
opponents, Brdaric said 
East Bengal have their own 

strengths. 
“East Bengal are an in-

teresting team. It will be a 
challenge for us. They have 
some strengths. They will 
try to push us and will have 
crowd support, but we 
will be ready. Small details 
will prove to be decisive,” 
Brdaric said.

Brdaric also provided 
an update on the Nether-
lands midfielder Nasser El 
Khayati, who didn’t feature 
in Chennaiyin’s squad in 
the last two games. “Nasser 
didn’t have enough prepa-
ration. All players, includ-
ing Indians and foreigners, 
need to have good prepara-
tion in my team to be able 
to play a match. That way 
we are going to get results. 
Nasser is a good player 
and has a lot of strengths. 
He will get some minutes 
tomorrow. So it will be a 
chance for him to show 
that he wants to play and is 
motivated to play,” he said.

Chennaiyin FC players during practice

Virat Kohli


