
As Delhi’s air quality 
remained terribly 
toxic even on Fri-

day, Delhi government took 
a series of decisions which 
may look knee-jerk, but can 
provide some respite to Del-
hiites. 

Delhi chief minister Arvind 
Kejriwal announced that pri-
mary schools in Delhi will be 
shut from tomorrow till the 
pollution situation improves. 
“We’re shutting down all pri-
mary schools in Delhi from 

Saturday... Also shutting 
down outdoor activities for 
all classes above class 5,” 
CM Kejriwal said. Kejriwal 
was addressing a press con-
ference here with his Pun-
jab counterpart Bhagwant 
Mann. 

“We’re also mulling wheth-
er the odd-even scheme for 
vehicles should be imple-
mented,” Kejriwal said.

Delhi government also 
asked half of its employees 
to do work from home. En-
vironment Minister Gopal 
Rai said that 50 per cent em-
ployees of Delhi government 

would work from home in 
view of severe smog situa-
tion in Delhi and national 
capital region.  Rai said that 
an advisory would also be is-
sued to private offices to fol-
low the norm of asking 50 
per cent employees to work 
from home. 

In Noida, All schools will 
hold online classes man-
datorily for students from 
class 1 to class 8 in Gautam 
Budh Nagar district until 8 
November in wake of rising 
air pollution. According to 
the notice issued by District 
Magistrate, Gautam Budh 

Nagar, Dharamveer Singh, 
schools have also been ad-
vised to hold online classes 
for students studying class 9 
to class 12 as much as possi-
ble. “All outdoor activities are 
to be restricted until further 
notice,” read the notice from 
District Magistrate Dharam-
veer Singh.

Air Quality in the National 
Capital Region (NCR) con-
tinued to remain in the “se-
vere” category on Friday, 
the second straight day.  The 
overall Air Quality Index 
(AQI) of the city jumped to 
472. Noida, which is part of 

the NCR, recorded an AQI of 
562, and continued to remain 
in the ‘severe’ category, while 
Gurugram’s AQI stood at 539 
and continued to remain in 
the ‘severe’, as per data re-
leased by SAFAR (System 
of Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting And Research) 
India.  The SAFAR also re-
vealed that the stubble-burn-
ing contributed 34 per cent in 
Delhi’s PM 2.5 pollution. 

As the situation worsen, 
Rai convened a high-level 
meeting on Friday to discuss 
the implementation of curbs 
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A day after he was shot at 
in Pakistan’s Punjab prov-
ince, the country’s former 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, on Friday, broke 

silence on the attack and 
said he was “hit by four 
bullets.” 

In the first address to the 
nation, since his assassi-
nation attempt on Thurs-
day, the Pakistan Tehreek-  

For the first time in Pakistan’s 75 years of history protests 
took place against ISI Maj Gen Faisal, all-powerful Pesha-
war Corps Commander for allegedly having a hand in for-
mer Prime Minister Imran Khan’s assassination attempt. 
Hours after the assassination attempt against Imran Khan, 
people held protests in front of 

The  Nat ional  Human 
R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n 
(NHRC) on Friday ex-
pressed dissatisfaction over 
the various actions taken by 
the governments of Punjab, 
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, 
and Delhi so far to control 
increasing air pollution in 
Delhi NCR, and asked the 
Chief Secretaries of the four 
states to be present before 
it on 10 November for a 
detailed discussion on the 
same. 
“The Chief Secretaries of 
these States are expected 
to inform the Commission 

shiV sena 
leaDer shot 
DeaD in 
amritsar
mUmBAI: Shiv Sena 
leader Sudhir Suri died 
after being shot at in 
Amritsar on Friday. 
The firing took place 
near Gopal mandir in 
Amritsar during an 
agitation. Soon after 
the incident, Suri was 
rushed to a hospital 
where he died. Police 
arrived at the spot and 
arrested the accused. 
Police also recovered 
the weapons. 

“Sudhir Suri was shot 
outside Gopal mandir, 
Amritsar during some 
agitation. He sustained 
bullet injuries and was 
rushed to hospital and 
died. The accused has 
been arrested. His 
weapons are recov-
ered,” Arun Pal Singh, 
Commissioner of 
Police, Amritsar said. 

morbi 
municipal 
officer 
suspenDeD 
morBI: Chief officer 
of morbi Nagar Palika 
Sandipsinh Zala, has 
been suspended 
over dereliction in the 
morbi mishap, where a 
century-old bridge col-
lapsed, sources said on 
Friday.  The administra-
tion of Gujarat’s morbi 
suspended the Chief 
officer of morbi Nagar 
Palika Sandipsinh Zala, 
following an investiga-
tion. Earlier on Tuesday, 
Prime minister Nar-
endra modi along with 
Gujarat Chief minister 
Bhupendra Patel vis-
ited the bridge collapse 
site in Gujarat’s morbi. 
The search and rescue 
operation was called off 
on Thursday night, five 
days after a 143-year-
old suspension bridge 
collapsed into the 
machchu river claiming 
at least 135 lives, said 
the official. 

top of the day

Twitter has fired the major-
ity of its over 200 employ-
ees in India as part of mass 
layoffs across the globe 
ordered by its new owner 
Elon Musk. 

The layoffs are across en-
gineering, sales and market-
ing, and communications 
teams, sources said. 
“The entire marketing and 
communications depart-

ment in India has been 
sacked”, the sources said. 

“Layoff has started. Some of 
my colleagues have received 
email notification regarding 
this,” a Twitter India em-
ployee told news agency on 
condition of anonymity.

As per an unsigned in-
ternal memo seen by The 
Verge, Twitter employees 
were notified in the email 
that the layoffs were set to 
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The Supreme Court on Fri-
day agreed to hear on 10 No-
vember a plea seeking mea-
sures to curb worsening air 
pollution in Delhi-NCR. 

A bench of Chief Justice of 
India U.U. Lalit and Bela M 
Trivedi posted the case for 
hearing on 10 November af-
ter an advocate mentioned 
the matter for urgent hearing. 
Advocate Shashank Shekhar 
Jha, who filed the plea, told 
the bench that stubble burn-
ing has increased in Punjab. 

“Parali burning has increased 
in Punjab. Even normal peo-
ple can’t walk in such a situa-
tion,” Jha argued. 

The plea sought direction 

While the pictures of bon-
homie between state Con-
gress president D K Shiva-
kumar and legislative party 
leader Siddaramaiah dur-
ing Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat 
Jodo Yatra in Karnataka 
was widely talked about, 
just days after the yatra 
both the leaders are spar-

ring over the inclusion of 
over 15 MLAs who defected 
to BJP leading to collapse 
of JDS-Congress coalition 
government in Karnataka 
in 2019.

Ever since Shivakumar 
took over the Pradesh presi-
dent, his pro-activeness and 
ambitious approach have 
made a strong contender 
for the chief minister’s posi-
tion which was recognized 

by Rahul Gandhi himself 
when asked recently. This 
has created quite a heart-
burn in the Siddaramaiah 
camp too which was beam-
ing with confidence after 
the Siddaramostava and 
now that both the leaders 
are evenly poised, the game 
of one-upmanship has be-
gun in the party.
“Along with the blessings 

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) on 
Friday announced Isudan 
Gadhvi, the party’s National 
Joint General Secretary as 
its chief ministerial candi-
date for the upcoming Guja-
rat Assembly elections.  

Gadhvi is also a member 
of AAP’s National Execu-
tive. The party made this 
announcement following a 
crowdsourcing campaign 
under which the people of 
the state could give their 
opinion on a number and an 
email id shared by the party 
until 5 pm, 3 November. 

Delhi Chief Minister and 

AAP national convenor Ar-
vind Kejriwal had launched 
the campaign on 29 October 
asking people whom they 
wanted as their chief minis-
terial candidate.

Announcing this AAP 
convenor and Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal said, Gadhvi has been 
chosen by 73 percent of 
the people. The Delhi CM 
said that 16,48,500 people 
had declared their state, of 
which 73% took the name of 
Isudan Gadhvi. Journalist-
turned-politician Gadhvi 
and Patidar leader Gopal 
Italia were considered to be 
the frontrunners in the CM 
contender race.

A r v i n d  Ke j r iwa l  e x-
pressed his confidence in 
Aam Aadmi Party to form 
the government in Gujarat 
and said that he is announc-
ing the name of the next CM 
of Gujarat, not the CM can-
didate of Gujarat. Kejriwal 
said, “Aam Aadmi Party is 
a new engine, it has brought 
new hope. New hopes, new 
faces, we don’t sit in the 
room and decide who will 
be the CM. The same was 
done in Punjab. Bhagwant 
Mann was not chosen by 
Kejriwal, but by the people 
of Punjab.”

Born on 10 January 1982 
in a village of Jamnagar, 

Member of Parliament Kar-
tikeya Sharma on Friday 
spoke about leadership and 
digital world at the South In-
dia Digital Summit. He made 

six brief points to cover his 
thoughts on both the digital 
landscape in South India and 
leadership in general.

South India Digital Sum-
mit was organized by Fourth 
Dimension. MP Kartikeya 
Sharma was joined by L.V. 

Krishnan, CEO, TAM Media 
Research Pvt. Ltd and Found-
ers of Sakthi Masala, Duraisa-
my and Santhi  Duraisamy.

Kartikeya Sharma said, 
“One works to put food on the 
table. You have to start with 
you. Your family. But as soon 

as you hire one other person, 
you are now working to put 
food on their table also. It’s 
symbiotic. Employees don’t 
work for you, you work for 
them. Your decisions, your 
passion, your credibility, 
your bearing and your abil-

ity to problem solve matter. 
Leadership is about bearing 
responsibility.”
“About understanding that 
responsibility is to skill up, 
motivate, guide, mentor and 
help path-find with clarity a 

In a significant development, 
the Indian Navy is closely 
monitoring the movement 
of a Chinese research vessel 
from the instance it entered 
the Indian Ocean Region. 
“The Indian Navy has been 
closely monitoring the Chi-
nese research vessel as soon 
as it entered the IOR. Indian 
Navy’s assets which are Mis-
sion deployed in the IOR 

and the aerial surveillance 
capabilities ensure that the 
Navy maintains a compre-
hensive maritime domain 
awareness in the region,” 
defence sources told news 
agency. The Indian Navy 
keeps an eye on any such 
activity in its area of respon-
sibility through its aerial and 
maritime assets, the sources 
said. 

The Chinese research ves-
sel has entered the Indian 
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Day after attack 

Too little, too late

Sprinklers being used at a construction site to 
curb the rising air pollution, near Anand Vihar 

Metro Station, in New Delhi on Friday. ANi

 AQI in Delhi 472, Noida 562, Gurugram 539 on Friday
 Online classes in all schools in Noida
 Delhi may opt for odd-even for vehicles in coming days
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Good leaders create followers, great leaders 
create other leaders: Kartikeya Sharma

group of 
human be-

ings who’ve wilful-
ly entrusted their 
care to you. Good 

leaders create followers, great 
leaders create other leaders. 
And that’s the first mantra or 
life lesson in leadership that’ll 
I’ll share with you. Are you 
the coach to an amazing, mo-
tivated, high delivery bunch 
of people surrounding you? 
Are you seeing leadership 
talent and ability flourish 
around? If you are, you’re 
doing fine,” he added.

Talking about empathising 
with others, he said, “All of 
us have the same amount of 
time in a day. All of us have 
varied talents and abilities. 
When as a leader you’re just 
stormed with just too many 
things, happenings, decisions, 
stress, tangents, just pause for 
the cause and think. There 
was a time when I just had to 
look after myself, today I have 
children, family and literally 
thousands in my team. Have 
I kept my ability to empathise 
as my stress and workload 
has increased? Empathise in 
the other direction also. De-
spite my stress and workload, 
do I have examples of people 
who seem to get a lot more 
done in a day? I’ve seen my 
father do it so effortlessly and 
naturally. Look after so many 
things for so long, I’m sure 
he would’ve faced pressure 

and stress. So that’s a good 
example. Every time I feel I’ve 
got too much on my plate, I 
think of our Prime Minister.” 

Further on leadership, he 
said, “The next aspect of 
leadership is perhaps this. 
We keep getting wistful 
about leadership. Wistful 
in the sense of looking at the 
past from the Mahatmas 
and Mandelas of the world, 
whose leadership echoes 
through history. So that’s a 
thought worth considering. 
Are you doing something that 
would inspire people you’ve 
never met? Are you doing 
something that would inspire 
people long after you’ve gone? 
Not all of us will be able to 
answer such questions. But 
these are good questions to 
ask yourself.”
“Our national channel 
NewsX is actively looking 
at the digital media space 
in South India. You’re go-
ing to see a NewsX Tamil, a 
NewsX Telugu and the re-
newal of NewsX Kannada 
very soon. And of course 
we should be looking at the 
south, looking at southern 
languages. And of course 
we should be looking at 
the impressions, the page 
views, the metrics, the read-
ership, the product and the 
service. It’s a no brainer,” 
he said while talking about 
digital presence in South 
India.

In his concluding remarks, 
he mentioned, “This is the 
thought I want to leave you 
with. We think of pages, 
apps, websites, handles and 
channels. Let’s think bigger, 
broader and deeper. The 
App works in an ecosystem 
from hardware to operating 
system. The website works 
in an internet ecosystem of 
programming languages. 
How are we pioneering 
and innovating ground up. 
Not just on the final inter-
face. South India, where 
the Apple I-Phone is being 
manufactured already can 
become the home of India’s 
first mobile operating sys-
tem. Google has just been 
fined in India for abusing its 
monopolies. The challenge 
is not of disciplining global 
giants alone, is about giving 
them better, smarter, more 
innovative, game changing 
competition from within. 
From dot coms to OTTs to 
websites, young engineers, 
coders, entrepreneurs out 
there listening to this. Some 
even working on Web3 solu-
tions. Go out and create the 
Indian led tech ecosystems. 
Let a digital India…like UPI 
and RuPay successes, also 
be innovated in India and 
built in India. If we are truly 
change the world, we shall 
have change ourselves and 
as Gandhi would say, be the 
change we want to see.”

t o  s u m -
mon Chief Sec-
retaries of Delhi, 
Punjab, Haryana 

and Uttar Pradesh and di-
rected them to personally 
take responsibility for no 
case of stubble-burning 
anywhere. 

It sought direction for is-
suing fresh guidelines to all 
the States with respect to 
stubble burning. The plea 
asked to issue guidelines to 
each and every State to take 
necessary measures in order 

to reduce pollution includ-
ing the installation of smog 
towers, plantation drives, af-
fordable public transport, etc. 
“Public at large is forced 
to inhale polluted air and 
the oxygen filled with smog. 
Despite the clear orders of 
this Court to stop stubble 
burning and construction 
causing air pollution, there 
is rampant pollution in the 
National Capital Territory 
and other places making it 
difficult for people to sur-
vive,” said the plea adding 

that the situation is directly 
against the Right to life of 
people at large. 

It sought direction for ap-
pointing a high-level com-
mittee under the chairman-
ship of a retired Supreme 
Court judge to tackle the 
air-pollution crisis due to 
stubble burning.

The plea further urged that 
the schools, colleges, govern-
ment and private offices to 
go virtual/online in order 
to protect the life of people 
at large.  

Gadhvi is 
a journal-

ist by profession. 
He has been a 
well-known face 

on TV in Gujarati journal-
ism. Due to his unique style 
and demeanor, he made his 

own identity. Gadhvi, who 
became popular through 
prime time anchoring, has 
been the head of a Gujarati 
channel. In June 2021, he 
started a political career 
with the AAP, bidding 
goodbye to journalism. 

After his name was an-
nounced, Gadhvi said that 
God has given him every-
thing and now he wants to 
ease the suffering of Guja-
ratis. He told how he came 
into politics at the behest of 
Arvind Kejriwal.

e-Insaf (PTI) chief 
dismissed reports that he 
was hit by friendly fire, 
saying he was “hit by four 

bullets.” 
“A day before going to the rally, I 
knew that assassination was being 
planned against me either in Wazi-
rabad or Gujrat,” Khan said, as he 
explained the sequence of events 
during a televised address while still 
being admitted at a hospital in La-
hore. 

He repeated the foreign conspir-
acy claims against the US over his 
government’s independent foreign 

policy. 
Meanwhile, Faisal Sultan, the for-

mer assistant to the prime minister 
on health, said that PTI chairman 
Imran Khan’s condition is stable. 

“But according to X-rays and scans, 
there are fragments of bullets in his 
legs and there’s a chip in his tibia 
shin bone,” he told media persons 
outside the Shaukat Khanum Hospi-
tal in Lahore, The Dawn reported. 

Sultan added that Imran has been 
moved to the operation theatre for 
further evaluation and removal of 
bullet fragments. 

On Thursday, PTI chief Imran 

Khan was attacked near his con-
tainer in Punjab province during his 
long march in Wazirabad.  Imran 
sustained injuries on his leg and was 
shifted to a hospital for treatment. 
The PTI leaders said that Imran 
Khan’s condition is stable and he is 
out of danger. 

Earlier, the police said that seven 
people were injured and a person 
was killed during the firing incident. 
The suspected shooter who opened 
fire during the rally was caught by 
police where he admitted that he 
wanted to kill Imran Khan because 

“he was misleading the public.”

SC to hear plea on 
worsening pollution 

isuDan GaDhVi aap’s cm 
canDiDate for Gujarat 

‘Was hit by four bullets’, says Imran Khan 

first in pakistan: protest aGainst top isi General

Musk begins mass layoffs at Twitter, 
fires about 200 Indians

begin.
Employees will receive 

an email by 9 AM PST on 
November 4th confirming 

whether they have been laid off or 
not, according to the internal memo, 
which also states that employee badge 
access to Twitter’s offices will be shut 
off “temporarily.” 
“We acknowledge this is an incredibly 
challenging experience to go through, 
whether or not you are impacted,” the 

memo read.
“Thank you for continuing to adhere 
to Twitter policies that prohibit you 
from discussing confidential company 
information on social media, with the 
press or elsewhere,” the memo added. 

Musk is expected to cut roughly half 
of Twitter’s roughly 7,500-person 
workforce.

The layoff comes a week after Musk 
became Twitter owner. 

Musk has already indicated that he 

would make job cuts at Twitter, tell-
ing employees at a town-hall meeting 
this summer that there needs to be “a 
rationalization of headcount” at the 
social network. 

On 30 October, asked by some-
one on Twitter to identify “the one 
thing that’s most messed-up at 
Twitter right now,” Musk replied,  

“There seem to be 10 people ‘manag-
ing’ for every one person coding” at 
Twitter.

of the high 
command, the 
electorate, you 
need the MLAs 

too on your side if one were 
to be elected the legislative 
party leader and there on 
occupying the CM post. In 
the run-up to the elections, 
candidate selection and 
ticket distribution is very 
critical. Along with win-
nability, you need to have 
them on board, something 
which both Shivakumar 
and Siddaramaiah know 
very well. This is precisely 
why both are singing dif-
ferent tunes when it comes 
to admitting all those who 
left the party back,’’ sources 
in the party told The Daily 
Guardian Review.

On Tuesday, Siddara-
maiah while addressing the 
media in Mysore said he 
will not allow those who left 
the party to return calling 
them traitors. On Wednes-
day, D K Shivakumar when 
asked to react to Siddara-
maiah’s statement said: “I 
am saying this as party 
president. Anyone who is 
willing to accept our ideolo-
gy, our principles, and lead-
ership are welcome to apply 
for membership. There is a 
screening committee head-
ed by Allam Veerabadrappa 
and a decision will be taken 
in the committee.’’ He also 
said that some MLAs from 
the BJP and some who had 
left the party were in touch 
and willing to come back. 

“I will not disclose their 
names now. You will get to 
know at the right time,’’ he 
said.

The comments from DKS 
were in direct contradiction 
to Siddaramaiah’s stand 
leading to confrontation 
by the leaders. On Thurs-
day, Siddaramaiah again 
broached the issue saying 
just by applying for mem-
bership, one cannot become 
a member thereby snub-
bing DKS.

It may be recalled here 
that in the previous govern-
ment Shivakumar was the 
energy minister and did 
try to salvage the situation 
by attempting to stop the 
MLAs from crossing over, 
be it in Mumbai or in Benga-
luru by visiting those MLAs 
in the wee hours.
“Siddaramaiah was the 
chairman of the coordina-
tion committee of the coali-
tion government and the 
senior leadership has still 
not forgotten his statements 
about how the government 
won’t survive after 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections and that 
most of them who left were 
perceived as Siddaramaiah 
loyalists giving credence to 
the fact that he engineered 
the collapse of the coalition 
government then. So DKS 
is very carefully moving on 
their inclusion and Sidda-
ramaiah is openly opposing 
it to distance himself from 
them and the controversy,’’ 
sources said.

within  a 
week posi-

tively before this 
discussion about 
the steps taken 

by their respective govern-
ments to stop the burning 
of stubble in their regions,” 
NHRC said in an official re-
lease. The Commission also 
asked the states to inform 
about the effect of smog 
towers and anti-smog guns 
as to how many such anti-
smog guns are operational 
and measures planned 
by the government of the 
National Capital Terri-
tory (NCT) of Delhi and the 
concerned governments in 
near future. 

The commission also 
directed that the states of 
Punjab and Haryana spe-
cifically inform about the 
effect of the scheme of in-
situ management of crop 
residue in their respective 
limits. 

The NHRC issued the di-
rectives in consideration of 
a report and the material 
on record received from the 
Union Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate 
Change (MoEF&CC) in re-
sponse to its notice issued 
on 22 June 2022, follow-
ing media reports which 
claimed that air pollution 
is a great threat to human 
health in India, reducing 
overall life expectancy by 5 
years and 9.7 years for the 
people in Delhi. 

The MoEF&CC in its re-
port also mentioned several 
steps being taken by the 
Centre as well as the State 
governments to reduce 
air pollution levels includ-
ing the implementation 
of the National Clean Air 
Programme (NCAP) for 
reducing levels of air pol-
lution in non-attainment 
cities (NACS) of the country 
since January 2019. 

Ocean 
Region 

through the Sun-
da straits and it 
is still at a signifi-

cant distance from Indian 
waters. Indian Navy is also 
tracking its movement close-
ly in the area and high alti-
tude long-range unmanned 
aerial vehicles will keep a 
close watch and if it comes 
closer to Indian waters, an 
Indian surface warship may 
have a rendezvous with it. 

The Chinese also send 
these research vessels to 
keep track of their satellite 
launches but this time, its 
purpose may be to track In-
dian missile launches that 
are planned by the Defence 
Research and Development 
Organisation in the next few 
months. India has been deal-
ing with such spy vessels 
that remain in international 
waters but can detect and 
track activities using their 
equipment.

on pollut-
ing activities un-
der the final stage 
of the Graded Re-

sponse Action Plan. 
Rai said, “Meetings were 

held with different depart-
ments. Plying of trucks ex-
cept those engaged in essen-
tial services will be banned. 
The commission for air qual-
ity management in national 
capital region and adjoining 
areas (CAQM) gave new pro-
hibitory orders on Thursday, 
whereas construction and 
demolition activities had al-
ready been banned in Delhi 
but some categories were 
given relaxations. Ban is 
being imposed on highway, 
overbridge and pipelines 
from today.” 

Apart from this, diesel ve-
hicles except BS-6 vehicles 
will be banned. A six-mem-
ber monitoring commit-
tee has also been set up to 
implement the ban. “Letters 
are being sent to Haryana 
and UP CMs to ask them to 
issue directions to divert ve-
hicles towards eastern and 
western peripheral coming 
from their states so that they 
do not reach the Delhi border 
area, he added. 

The number of CNG and 
electric vehicles has risen as 
compared to last year. Trans-
port department has been 
directed to start 500 private 
environment bus services, 
he added. Meetings will be 
held with RWAs to ask them 
to provide electric heaters 

to guards on night duty, he 
added. Besides, 33 commit-
tees have been formed to 
monitor industries.  

Further speaking on pol-
lution earlier during the day, 
Kejriwal and Mann said that 
this is not the right time to do 
politics over the persisting 
smog situation in Delhi-NCR. 
“AAP governments are in 
Punjab and Delhi. This is 
not the time to raise fingers 
or abuse each other. If they 
say, Kejriwal is responsible 
and we say they are respon-
sible, this will not solve the 
problem of smog in NCR,” 
they added. According to the 
the Delhi and Punjab CM, the 
AAP governments are not 
completely responsible for 
the pollution. 

the Corps Com-
mander House in 
Peshawar in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkh-

wa, as per a video shared by 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI). 

Taking to Twitter, PTI 
said, “When non-political 
people conduct political 
press conferences and 
when people see no action 

against those threatening 
Imran Khan, the mistrust 
in the Establishment grows. 
It is alarming to see people 
protesting in front of Corps 
Commander House Pesha-
war!” 

Earlier, PTI Chief Imran 
Khan suggested a proposal 
for the appointment of the 
army chief but Pakistan 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 

Sharif rejected that and in-
stead offered to discuss the 
Charter of Democracy and 
Charter of Economy, The 
Express Tribune reported. 
“Imran had suggested that 
we give him three names 
and he gives three names 
for the post of army chief 
and then we decide on the 
appointment of the new 
chief from those six names,” 

The Express  Tribune 
quoted the Pakistan PM as 
saying with the bloggers. 
PTI chief was injured after 
a man opened fire at him in 
Gujranwala near the party’s 
reception camp. The former 
prime minister sustained 
injuries on his leg and has 
been shifted to a hospital 
for treatment, Geo News 
reported.

Ghelot-pilot 
crack wiDens
The rift between the Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
and former Deputy Chief 
Minister Sachin Pilot is 
at Peak. While Sachin 
Pilot showed surprise 
and raised eyebrows over 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s appreciation 
for Ashok Gehlot, the 
chief minister urged his 
party leaders to impose 
self-discipline and refrain 
from making political 
statements. The Chief 
Minister asserted that 
the party’s emphasis 
should be on retain-
ing the government in 
Rajasthan which goes to 
polls in about 13 months. 
On the other hand, Pilot 
cautioned that Modi’s re-
marks for Gehlot should 
not be taken lightly and 
nudged his party to end 
the state of indecision 
over the chief minister’s 
post. He has also pushed 
the party for taking action 
against the Rajasthan 
leaders who led a show 
of strength for Gehlot in 
September, boycotting 
a Congress Legislature 
Party meeting.

GranD kharGe 
welcome
Karnataka Congress 
unit is gearing up for 
felicitation and extending 
a grand welcome to the 
newly elected Congress 
President Mallikarjun 
Kharge. Kharge, who 
hails from Karnataka, 
will be visiting the state 
from on 6 November, 
first time since taking 
the charge of the party’s 
top post. . The state unit 
has decided to hold a 
Sarvodaya Samavesha 
at the Palace Grounds in 
Bengaluru to mark the 
occasion. Congress Presi-
dent D.K. Shivakumar has 
said that it is going to be 
a mega remarkable event 
for the party. Thousands 
of party workers and fans 
are expected to partici-
pate in the programme. 
Meanwhile Kharge will 
campaign for the party in 
Himachal Pradesh on r 
8 and 9 November. Him-
achal Pradesh has never 
returned power to a party 
for a second consecutive 
term and the Congress 
expects that the voters 
will continue to follow to 
the tradition.

yatra enters 
Gujarat 
Ahead of assembly elec-
tions, Congress has stra-
tegically launched yatras 
in five zones of Gujarat for 
reaching out to people. 
During the Gujarat 
Parivartan Sankalp Yatra, 
145 public meetings and 
95 rallies will be held 
along the route covering 
more than 5,400 km. The 
yatras were launched 
from Vadgam, Bhuj, 
Somnath, Fagvel and 
Jambusar and will stay at 
each zone for seven days. 
Senior Congress leaders, 
including Rajasthan  
Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot, his Chhattisgarh 
counterpart Bhupesh 
Baghel, former Madhya 
Pradesh chief ministers 
Digvijaya Singh and 
Kamal Nath, and MLA 
Sachin Pilot, are expected 
to join the yatra.  
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reminiscence of the past

voicing out

A British-era tunnel, dating 
back 130 years, was found at 
Mumbai’s JJ Hospital on Fri-
day. Dr. Arun Rathod, the res-
ident medical officer (RMO) 
of the hospital, was taking a 
walk on the premises near 
the nursing college build-
ing of the hospital when he 
stumbled upon the tunnel. Dr. 
Rathod saw a hole in a wall 
while taking a stroll, Dr Rath-
od sensed there was a tunnel, 
and informed the authorities. 
The Archaeological Depart-
ment of the government-run 
hospital will prepare a com-

prehensive report on the dis-
covery and submit it to the 
local administration.

Leela Lal Vora, an account-
ing staffer at the hospital, 
said the 130-year-old tunnel 
runs from the delivery ward 
to the children’s ward of the 
hospital.

Dr. Pallavi Saple, the dean of 
the hospital, said the building 
under which the tunnel has 
been discovered was once 
used as a medical ward to 
treat women and children. 
Now, it is being converted into 
a nursing college, which is lo-
cated in the premises of the J 
J hospital and Grant Medical 
College, Mumbai.

The foundation stone of the 
200-meter-long tunnel built 
during the British era in In-
dia, mentions the year 1890, 
according to the officials.

On 30 March, 1843, the 
foundation stone of the Grand 
Medical College building was 
laid. One of the oldest institu-

tions of medicine in South 
Asia, it opened two years later 
in 1845.

The founder of the hospital 
was Sir Jamshetjee Jejeebhoy, 
donated Rs. 1 lakh and estab-
lished a “School of practice” 
which later came to be known 
as JJ hospital.

Earlier, in May, the JJ Hos-
pital had reported the first 
successful organ donation 
in the city since the Covid-19 
pandemic. The recipient was 
Reena Bansode, a 43-year-old 
advocate. She was admitted 
at the hospital on May 15 and 
was declared ‘brain dead’ on 
May 18 by a team of doctors.

The hospital authorities 
then counselled the patient’s 
relatives about an organ do-
nation and after receiving a 
positive response, the organ 
donation procedure was con-
ducted successfully. Details 
from the initial investigation 
of the tunnel will be submit-
ted to the collector’s office.

Madhya Pradesh Tourism 
and Culture Minister Usha 
Thakur has said that the rap-
ists should be hanged public-
ly at the road crossings and 
should not be cremated. The 
corpses should be left for the 
eagles and crows, she added.

The minister’s remarks 
came after she met the family 
of a four-year-old rape vic-
tim in the Khandwa district 
on Thursday evening. “The 
state government has made a 
strict law against such acts so 
that no rape accused will get 

relieved, they will be hanged. 
Seventy-two such offenders 
have been hanged in Madhya 
Pradesh so far,” Thakur told 
reporters here.

A minor girl was alleg-
edly raped and thrown in 
the bushes near the Jaswadi 
area in Khandwa earlier this 
week. The child had gone 
missing from her house on 
Monday. The family mem-
bers searched for her in 
nearby areas and lodged a 
missing person complaint.

“He raped the girl and then 
threw her in the bushes. 
Such male vampires should 
be hanged at the crossroads, 

and they should not be cre-
mated either. I have also 
requested Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan for 
the same,” she added.

The minister assured all 
help to the victim’s family.

Police said they received 
information that a minor 
girl was missing from her 
house on Monday morning. 
The police registered a miss-
ing complaint and launched 
a search operation.

“The accused used to work 
at a dhaba near the girl’s 
house. We traced him and 
took him into custody. Dur-
ing interrogation, he said 

that he violated the girl and 
threw her in the bushes,” 
Khandwa Superintendent 
of Police (SP), Vivek Singh, 
said.

Based on the information, 
the police searched the area 
and rescued the girl.

The police immediately 
admitted her to a hospital, 
and then she was referred to 
Bombay Hospital in Indore 
for better treatment.

The SP further said that the 
police arrested the accused 
and a case was registered 
under section 376 of the IPC 
and POCSO Act into the 
matter.

British-era tunnel discovered at mumBai’s JJ hospital

hang rapists at crossroads, let them rot: 
madhya pradesh minister

in kerala

harmful

BJp vs congress

Kerala Governor Arif Mo-
hammed Khan has written to 
President Droupadi Murmu 
alleging that Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan and his min-
ister’s foreign visit were not 
conveyed to him “officially.”

According to sources at Raj 
Bhawan, Governor Khan 
wrote to the President in the 
second week of October that 
he was not informed about the 
chief minister’s foreign visit 
for the first week of October. 
This is the latest development 

in the ongoing tussle between 
the Kerala Governor and the 
Chief Minister.

Earlier, an October 18 press 
release from the Chief Minis-
ter’s Office shared the details 
of Kerala’s official delega-
tion’s visit to the European 
countries, which was aimed 
at advancing the progress of 
the state. On Thursday, Gov-
ernor Khan challenged the 
chief minister, stating that he 
would resign if the latter could 
show him any one example of 
his political interference in 
the appointments of the vice 
chancellor.

Air pollution in India’s na-
tional capital and the NCR 
region has been affecting 
the organs of the people, said 
former Director of AIIMS, 
Delhi, Dr. Randeep Guleria.

Dr Guleria, who is also 
HOD of the Department of 
Pulmonary Medicine and 
Sleep Disorders, said while 
speaking to the press that 
“it is causing more disability 
than even tobacco smoke. 
We talk a lot about smoking, 
but not about using tobacco. 
But now the burden of dis-
ability has shifted more to-
wards air pollution and even 
that is causing a big problem 
than as compared to smok-
ing.” “So unfortunately the 
AQI is at severe range and 
we’ve seen that every year. 
There have been times when 
it went up to 900 in the last 
few years. The concern of 
course, is that it has a huge 
health impact. A paper pub-
lished in 2017, suggested that 
in India every year, more 
than 1.24 million people die 
because of air pollution. So 
it’s huge mortality that we 
see it causes huge disability. 
Many people have a prob-
lem,” Dr Guleria further ex-
plained.

With the rise in air pollu-
tion, people with asthma or 
bronchitis problems even 
shift to coastal areas to pro-
tect themselves from pollu-
tion. Dr Guleria said, “Many 
of our patients leave Delhi 
and go to the south or to the 
coastal areas, because they 
have worsening of the un-
derlying COPD and asthma, 
if they stay in Delhi and have 
to be on oxygen or have to 
come repeatedly to the emer-
gency.”

“The studies that we have 
been doing over the last few 
years have also shown that 
in children and adults, if 
you start looking at emer-
gency room visits, there is a 

dramatic increase in emer-
gency room visits for respi-
ratory problems on day one 
and continuing for six days 
whenever AQI is in the poor 
or very poor or severe range 
in that area. So I think we 
have to understand that air 
pollution causes acute prob-
lems. It’s also causing long-
term problems,” he said.

The doctor further added 
that there is data that sug-
gests that heart disease, 
stroke, low respiratory infec-
tions, COPD, or air pollution 
are causing more disability 
than even tobacco smoke.

Dr Guleria further empha-
sised that some practical so-
lution is required. “So I think 
there is a need for everyone, 
policymakers, scientists, and 
the general public to come 
together to find a sustain-
able, practical solution to the 
problem,” he said.

He further advised chil-
dren and the elderly popula-
tion as a precaution to avoid 
going outside, exercise, and 
must wear an N95 mask.

“Children and elderly are 
at high risk of those who 
have underlying heart and 
lung disease, and we usu-
ally advise that they should 
not go out in areas where 
AQI is high, we are able to 
monitor an AQI now in all 
areas, so they should look at 
the quality index in that area 
and avoid going out early in 
the morning or late in the 
evening because there tends 
to be more ground level pol-
lution during this time,” he 
said.

Congress spokesperson 
Rakesh Sinha on Friday ac-
cused the Bharatiya Janata 
Party of being afraid of Con-
gress and its supporters. 
This came hours after the IT 
started its raids at the Bermo 
residence of Congress MLA 
Kumar Jaimangal Singh. 
While these raids were under-
way, Jaimangal Singh told the 
media that the raids would be 
carried out at the premises of 
any leader who did not listen 
to the BJP.

“I believe that Narendra 

Modi is the first PM of inde-
pendent India who is afraid 
of Congress and its support-
ers and is trying to subdue its 
voice with the help of central 
agencies,” Congress spokes-
person Rakesh Sinha said 
soon after the Income Tax 
Department started its raids 
at the residence of MLA Ku-
mar Jaimangal Singh in Ran-
chi. “Yesterday only, the CM 
was summoned by the ED, 
and today Congress MLAs 
are being raided by IT, which 
proves that it is an attempt of 
BJP to demolish a democratic 
government in Jharkhand, 
which will never be success-

ful in the state,” he added.
“I want to add that the peo-

ple of Jharkhand are with the 
Mahagathbandhan govern-
ment, and you cannot estab-
lish your government in this 
state till 2029,” said Sinha.

Reacting to the allegations, 
BJP MLA CP Singh said that 
the people in the opposition 
are now agitated as the coun-
try is moving on the path of 
development under PM Mo-
di’s leadership. On the allega-
tions of central agencies being 
used by the Center, the BJP 
MLA said that if they work 
under someone’s direction, 
they will turn into puppets.

Vijayan’s foreign visit was 
not conveyed officially: Guv

Air pollution causing more 
disability than tobacco 
smoke: Ex-AIIMS Director 

IT raids at Congress MLA house, 
accuses BJP of being afraid
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hard to Breathe

increasing this year

Amid the increasing 
pollution cover over 
the capital, state and 

national political leaders did 
nearly nothing except politi-
cise the matter. Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on 
Friday remarked that pollu-
tion is not Delhi’s but North 
India’s problem, urging the 
Center to take specific steps 
to relieve the region from the 
problem.

Kejriwal also said that the 
Delhi government is mull-
ing whether the odd-even 
scheme for vehicles should 
be implemented. He went on 
to announce that the primary 
schools in Delhi will be closed 
from Saturday onwards till 
the pollution situation in the 
National Capital improves. 

The Delhi CM’s remarks come 
after the national capital re-
ported the air quality in the 
“severe” category for the sec-
ond consecutive day. He also 
said that the centre govern-
ment should come forward 
to lead measures to check 
severe smog in the national 
capital region.

Meanwhile, Union Com-
merce Minister Piyush Goyal 

lashed out at the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) government in 
the national capital, accusing 
it of “failing on every front.”

Amid the escalating war of 
words between the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and the 
AAP over the fast declining 
air quality in Delhi, the senior 
BJP leader claimed that the 
‘hollow propaganda’ of Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal and 

his party had been exposed 
and the people were saddened 
by the government’s failed 
promises. Goyal said the peo-
ple will give a fitting reply to 
the AAP government’s failed 
promises in the upcoming 
electoral battles. Buoyed by 
its resounding mandate in 
Punjab, the Kejriwal-led party 
will contest the upcoming as-
sembly elections in Himachal 
Pradesh and Gujarat in a bid 
to extend its national foot-
print.

Union Minister Jyotiraditya 
Scindia also took a swipe at 
Arvind Kejriwal for his past 
statements regarding the 
stubble burning leading to 
pollution in the national capi-
tal. Taking a jibe at the Delhi 
CM, who has been vocal about 
the stubble burning and was 
seen blaming the state govern-

ments of Uttar Pradesh, Hary-
ana, and Punjab (now ruled 
by AAP) in the past, Scindia 
shared a compiled video of 
Kejriwal’s statements that he 
made in the past on the issue, 
and said, “Then do it!!! Expert 
in talks, slow in work.”

This comes after Delhi woke 
up to the air quality falling in 
the ‘severe’ category for the 
second consecutive day. Ac-
cording to SAFAR (System 
of Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting and Research), 
stubble burning contributed 
34 percent to Delhi’s PM 2.5 
pollution.

However, the AAP hit back, 
claiming that Punjab was be-
ing singled out when other 
states, including the BJP-
ruled Haryana, were also to 
blame for the prevailing situ-
ation. 

BJp vs aap: delhi continues to 
choke while politicians fight

punJaB sees uptick in stuBBle-Burning incidents, 
nearly 24,000 reported in the state
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The capital covered under a blanket of smog.

Dr. Randeep Guleria

Tunnels discovered under Mumbai's JJ Hospital.

top of the day

yogi govt 
approves three 
routes for ram 
temple
AYODHYA: With a steady 
stream of devotees to 
Ayodhya amid the ongo-
ing construction of the 
Ram temple, the Uttar 
Pradesh government 
has approved three main 
routes to the temple site, 
which will enable visitors 
to have “darshan.”Work 
on laying two of these 
routes is already under-
way, government officials 
said. One of these three 
routes, to be named Ram 
Path, will span 13 km 
and connect Sahadatganj 
to Naya Ghat. The road is 
to be laid at a cost of Rs 
400 crore, and the ten-
dering process has been 
completed. A committee 
has also conducted a 
survey of the main route 
after it was approved by 
the government.

murder accused 
held after 12 
years
NEW DELHI: A 33-year-
old murder accused has 
been arrested after 12 
years on the run in Delhi, 
the police said here on 
Friday.Anwar Hussain, a 
resident of Mangolpuri, 
has been arrested by an 
anti-gang squad from 
West Vinod Nagar in 
Mandawali after a tip-off, 
Special Commissioner of 
Police Crime Branch Ra-
vindra Singh Yadav said. 
He had been absconding 
in a murder case since 
2010 and was declared 
a proclaimed offender a 
year later. Anwar along 
with his maternal uncle 
namely Hussain and Arif 
and Mukesh Bhatt, killed 
one Rohit in the area of 
Mangolpuri police station 
in 2010. Anwar fled the 
spot and was evading 
arrest since then.

eci holds 
conference 
for accessiBle 
elections
NEW DLEHI: Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Rajiv 
Kumar, along with Elec-
tion Commissioner Anup 
Chandra Pandey, on 
Friday, chaired first ever 
National Conference of 
PwD icons for accessible 
elections organised by 
the Election Commis-
sion of India at Rang 
Bhavan Auditorium, 
Akashvani, New Delhi, 
as per the official press 
statement from the elec-
tion commission. Elec-
tion Commissioner Anup 
Chandra Pandey said 
that a forum such as this 
conference provides an 
opportunity to brain-
storm and exchange 
ideas for making our 
elections more acces-
sible and inclusive.

up govt to 
celeBrate grand 

'dev deepawali' 
in varanasi
VARANASI: To make Dev 
Deepawali celebrations 
grand in Varanasi, the 
Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment will illuminate the 
holy city with 10 lakh 
diyas and adorn the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham with 
flowers worth Rs 80 lakhs 
on 7 November. According 
to an official statement, 
Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
premises will be adorned 
with diyas and flowers for 
two days to mesmerise 
lakhs of tourists and 
devotees.
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Stubble burning continued 
unabated in Punjab, with the 
state reporting nearly 24,000 
such cases so far, an official 
said on Friday.

The incidents of stubble 
burning have seen a rise in 
parts of Punjab this year in 
comparison to last year. How-
ever, the area of fields burned 
has seen a drop of 1 percent so 
far. Speaking to ANI over the 
phone, Senior Environmental 
Engineer of Punjab Pollution 
Control Board, Gurbakhsh-
ish Singh Gill, said that 1,144 
incidents of stubble burning 
had taken place in the state 
until Thursday and 24,146 
such incidents in Punjab.

“We are working in coordi-

nation with the government. 
Efforts are on. Farmers are 
being sensitised. Our teams 
are monitoring the situa-
tion. We are hopeful of the 
situation being in our control 
this time,” he said earlier on 
Thursday.

He attributed various fac-
tors to the deterioration in 
the Air Quality Index (AQI).

“There are various factors 
responsible for the deterio-
rating AQI. Stubble burning 
is one of them, other is Diwa-
li, transportation and other 
atmospheric conditions,” he 
said.

Speaking to the press on 
Thursday, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Bathinda, Showkat 
Ahmad Parray said,

“Nearly 1,200 incidents 
have been reported till now. 

Last year, it was nearly 900 
which has increased this time. 
But the data that comes to us 
is not right in itself because 
there is some period during 
which the satellite does not 
capture the incidents. So if 
there is stubble burning tak-
ing place during that period, 
such incidents are not report-
ed to us,” he said.

He said that a better way to 
evaluate the stubble burning 
is to check the area burnt, 
adding that the number of 
incidents is “not a right cri-
terion”.

“A better way to evaluate 
is to see how much area is 
burnt. We get a separate re-
port of the area burnt. We 
study it. We do not consider 
the number of incidents 
much important,” he added.

farmers hold patwari hostage  
for over 24 hours for inspecting 
stuBBle Burning
FARIDKOT: A revenue official (patwari) who was out to 
inspect stubble burning was held hostage by farmers for 
over 24 hours at the Jeewan Wala village of the Faridkot 
district in Punjab. The farmers demanded a written as-
surance of no challan over the burning of their stubble 
and said that the official will not be set free until their 
demands are met. The patwari had visited the district to 
inspect a report of stubble burning that is being reported 
across the state. However, Kalnab Tehsildar and SDM 
Kotkapura reached the spot and tried to talk to the farm-
ers, however, they failed to convince the farmers to let 
go of the official. “SDM promised that machines will be 
provided but nothing has been done. We burn stubble as 
there is no other option,” a farmer said.

Anil Kumar, Tehsildar, Faridkot, said, “Our nodal officer 
gave a report of stubble burning. Patwari had come here 
to find that out. The villagers came to know about this and 
took him hostage.”
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Drug synDicate 
busteD in Delhi, 
3 helD
NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
Police Special Cell has 
claimed to have busted 
an international drug 
syndicate with the arrest 
of three people, including 
a Nigerian national, and 
the seizure of contraband 
drugs worth over Rs 17 
crore.The police recov-
ered 241 gms of cocaine 
and two-kilogram heroin 
worth over Rs 17 crore 
from their possession. 
According to officials, the 
arrested persons had 
reportedly been supply-
ing drugs in Delhi and the 
National Capital Region 
(NCR) for the last 7 years. 
“The drugs were traf-
ficked from Latin America 
to Africa and then to India 
via aerial routes,” Delhi 
Police added.

hc issues notice 
to amanatullah 
on plea seeking 
cancellation  
of bail
NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
High Court on Friday 
issued notice to AAP MLA 
Amanatullah Khan on 
a plea seeking cancel-
lation of bail granted 
to him in September in 
a corruption case.The 
Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) has challenged 
the order granting bail 
to him in a case related 
to alleged irregularities 
in appointments at the 
Delhi Waqf Board during 
his chairmanship. Justice 
Yogesh Khanna today 
issued notice to the AAP 
MLA and directed her to 
file a reply on this matter, 
which was adjourned to 
December 9 for the next 
hearing.Senior Advocate 
Ramesh Gupta accepted 
the notice on Amanatul-
lah Khan’s behalf. He 
objected to the submis-
sion of the prosecution, 
seeking an early date in 
the matter. He said that 
there is no urgency as he 
was granted bail by the 
trial court.

2 government 
employees 
arresteD for 
accepting bribe
GUWAHATI: The sleuths 
of the Directorate of Vigi-
lance and Anti-Corrup-
tion of the Assam Police 
on Friday arrested two 
government employees 
while they were accepting 
demanded bribe money 
in Assam's Lakhimpur 
district.The arrested 
government employees 
were identified as Tarun 
Ch. Morang, Head As-
sistant of the Office of the 
Superintending Engi-
neer, Lakhimpur Water 
Resources Circle, and 
Samarjyoti Saikia, UDA, 
Office of the Superintend-
ing Engineer, Lakhimpur 
Water Resources Circle.

crocoDile 
attack leaves 
forest officer 
injureD in up
SITAPUR: A forest of-
ficer was injured when 
a crocodile attacked a 
team of forest officers 
while they were carrying 
out a rescue operation in 
Uttar Pradesh's Sitapur. 
The District Forest Officer 
(DFO) said that they had 
received information that 
a crocodile had come out 
of the lake in Sitapur. He 
also informed that the 
crocodile bit the hand of 
one of the forest officers.

top of the day
announcement

UP school teachers to 
reach school 15 mins 
before students, leave 30 
mins after closing hours

Government school teachers 
in Uttar Pradesh will have 
to reach schools 15 minutes 
before students and leave 30 
minutes after closing hours, 
the state government in-
formed on Friday.

An announcement in this 
regard was issued by the 
Yogi Adityanath government 
on Friday as part of a strict 
system being implemented 
by the state to ensure the 
regular presence of teach-
ers in government schools 
across Uttar Pradesh. Gov-
ernment teachers have been 
instructed to be present in 
their schools 15 minutes be-
fore the commencement of 
classes and leave only after 
30 minutes following the 
completion of school hours, 
the government said in a re-
lease.

Moreover, regular updat-
ing of records and registers 

as well as preparing a lesson 
plan for the next day have 
been instructed. Also, 100 
percent compliance with 
the weekly calendar is to 
be ensured. These steps are 
aimed at establishing a learn-
ing environment in state-run 
schools and providing qual-
ity education to the students, 
according to an official re-
lease.

If compliance with the 
timetable prescribed in the 
academic calendar is not 
ensured, then in addition 
to its fulfillment, additional 
classes will have to be ar-
ranged. Apart from this, it 
has been directed that no 
co-curricular activities such 
as rallies, Prabhat Pheris, or 
seminars will be organized 
during classes, it said.

All the basic education of-
ficers have been instructed to 
implement it on the instruc-
tions of the chief minister, 
the government stated in an 
official release.
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analysis

Finally, the dates for the Gu-
jarat Assembly elections 
have been announced by the 

Election Commission of India. As 
expected, Gujarat assembly election 
results will also be announced on 
8 December along with Himachal 
Pradesh assembly election results. 
Government machinery and po-
litical parties will have some restric-
tions on their free functioning until 
the election is over, as the Model 
Code of Conduct for Elections has 
been enforced in the state. At this 
stage, it will be interesting to assess 
how this election is different from 
the previous assembly elections in 
terms of statistics and other per-
spectives.

First of all, if we look at the last two 
decades, since 2007, Gujarat elec-
tions have been held in two phases. 
This time the announcement of the 
election has been delayed, but the 
election is held early. It means the 
code of conduct time will remain 
shorter than previous elections, 
which lasted on average around 
one and a half months. In 1998 and 
2012, there were so-called tripartite 
battles with parties by the leaders 
who broke away from the BJP, but 
this time, for the first time, the three 

main parties, the BJP, the Congress, 
and the Aam Aadmi Party, are set to 
fight.

Secondly, it is also interesting to 
know the difference and compari-
son in voting patterns among Gua-
jarati voters and the increase in the 
number of polling stations. In 1962, 
there were 10960 polling stations, 
which have increased to 51782 in 
2022. The lowest voter turnout in 
the state is 48.37 % in1980,0 while 
the highest voter turnout is 72.02 % 
in 2012. It seems that there can be 
more than 75 % voting this tme, if all 

goes well.
Thirdly, if we look at the num-

ber of voters, it has increased by 
57.12 lakh in the last five years. In 
2017, there were 4,33,37,492 voters, 
which included 2,25,57,032 male 
voters and 2,07,57,032 female vot-
ers. This time, the total number of 
voters is 4,908,895,765, which in-
cludes 2,53,36,610 male voters and 
2,37,51,738 female voters. It is to 
be noted that 9.87 lakh voters are 
above 80 years of age, and 10460 
proud voters have crossed the age 
of 100!

Lastly, it is also interesting to un-
derstand how political parties have 
risen and fallen during the last 15 
years. Looking at the statistics of 
the 2007 and 2012 and 2017 assem-
bly elections, the vote bank of the 
BJP has remained relatively stable, 
while the vote bank of the Congress 
has been increasing continuously. 
After the 2017 elections, some Con-
gress MLAs joined the BJP. That is 
why the BJP’s strength in the last 
assembly increased from 99 to 111 
and the Congress’s strength fell to 
62 from 77.

The Election Commission of In-
dia has announced some special 
measures this time to increase voter 
turnout, which is another positive 
step in the direction of better de-
mocracy and is surely encouraging.

Sudhir S. Raval is a veteran journalist 
and columnist from Gujarat and Con-
sulting Editor with iTV Network, New 
Delhi
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in the courts
DELHI HC DISmISSES pLEA 
SEEKING ELON mUSK’S 
ImpLEADmENT 
NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court has dis-
missed an application seeking the impeach-
ment of Elon Musk in a plea concerning the 
suspension of the Twitter account of a woman 
at a cost of Rs 25,000.

While dismissing the plea, Justice Yashwant 
Varma said, “The application is thoroughly 
misconceived. The same is dismissed with 
a Rs 25,000 cost.” The counsel for applicant 
Dimple Kaul said that he wanted to press this 
application as Elon Musk is not only the direc-
tor but also a shareholder in the company.

“Are you serious about pursuing this applica-
tion?” Justice Varma asked the counsel.

Justice Yashwant Varma said, “The applica-
tion is thoroughly misconceived. It cannot 
possibly be disputed that the corporate entity 
(Twitter) is already represented. There is no 
account for the application being moved. The 
same is dismissed with a Rs 25 thousand 
cost.”

HC TO HEAR pIL TO REmOVE 
mAzARS fROm RAILWAy 
STATIONS 
PRAYAGRAJ: The Allahabad High Court in Uttar 
Pradesh has sought a response from the Cen-
tral Government and the State Government on 
a PIL filed for the removal of ‘Mazars’ and other 
religious places from public places.

The case has been scheduled for its next hear-
ing on December 15. The said order was delivered 
by the division bench of Chief Justice Rajesh Bindal 
and Justice JJ Munir while they were hearing the 
petition filed by Jan Udghosh Seva Sansthan and 
five others.

The petitioner in the plea said that there are sev-
eral “Mazars” in the middle of the railway stations 
in the state, including that of Kanpur and Lucknow. 
Such constructions in public places can cause 
accidents, and hence they should be removed, the 
petition read.

However, Additional Solicitor SP Singh, on behalf 
of the Center, sought some time to formulate a 
policy and told the Court that these mazaars at the 
railway stations of Kanpur and Lucknow are very old.

COURT SEEKS ALL EVIDENCE 
RELATED TO SCENE Of ANKITA 
BHANDARI mURDER CASE
NANITAL: The Nainital High Court has sought all 
evidence related to the scene of the Ankita Bhan-
dari murder case. The court has given the Special 
Investigations Team (SIT) time until November 11 
to present all the evidence in court. A single bench 
of Senior Justice Sanjay Kumar Mishra heard the 
petition filed in this regard.

The petition filed by Ankita’s mother, Sona Devi, 
and father, Virender Singh Bhandari, calls for a 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) inquiry into 
the murder case. The lifeless body of 19-year-old 
Ankita, who worked as a receptionist at a resort run 
by Pulkit Arya, the son of now-expelled BJP leader 
Vinod Arya, was recovered from the Chilla canal 
in Rishikesh on September 24, this year. She was 
reported missing for at least six days before being 
found dead.

The expelled BJP leader’s son was arrested for his 
alleged involvement in the case. Under fire from the 
opposition over the incident, the BJP government 
led by Dhami promptly expelled Vinod Arya.

pLEA IN SC AGAINST BOmBAy 
HC ORDER OVER STRAy DOG 
fEEDINGS
NEW DELHI: A petition has been filed in the 
Supreme Court against the order of the Bombay 
High Court issuing guidelines regarding feeding 
stray dogs. The plea was mentioned before a 
bench headed by Chief Justice of India UU Lalit, 
who agreed to list the matter next week. The pe-
titioner has challenged the Bombay High Court 
order, which issued a slew of directions and 
directed the civic officials and the police to take 
“stern action” against anyone obstructing them 
from acting against the menace of stray dogs.

The petition has been filed through advocate-
on-record Surbhi Kapoor. The petitioner submit-
ted that the directions issued by the High Court 
are inconsistent with the provisions of the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1961.

The High Court has passed a blanket direction 
to the concerned authorities under Section 44 
of the Maharashtra Police Act, 1951 to detain all 
stray community dogs wandering in the public 
streets.

new guiDelines excise policy scam

money launDering case

Centre forms committee to 
assess higher educational 
institutions

CBI opposes 
businessman Abhishek 
Boinpally's bail plea

court orDers framing of charges 
against ex-aap councilor 
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The Central government 
has constituted a high-level 
panel to strengthen the as-
sessment and accreditation 
of higher educational insti-
tutions, the Ministry of Edu-
cation said on Friday.

The panel will be headed 
by the Chairperson of the 
Board of Governors, IIT 
Kanpur, and the Standing 
Committee of the IIT Coun-
cil, Dr. K. Radhakrishnan. 
The mandate of the com-
mittee includes strength-
ening the assessment and 

accreditation processes and 
preparing a road map for 
the National Accreditation 
Council envisioned in the 
National Education Policy, 
2020, the ministry’s state-
ment read.

“Accreditation plays a vital 
role in making quality as-
surance an integral part of 
the functioning of Higher 
Educational Institutions. 
Accreditation assists the 
Higher Educational Insti-
tutions to understand their 
strengths and weaknesses 
through an informed re-
view process, thus facilitat-
ing identification of internal 

areas of planning and re-
source allocation by them,” 
it further said.

The accreditation status of 
any higher educational in-
stitution serves as a source 
of reliable information for 
the students, employers, and 
society regarding the quality 
of education being offered in 
the institution.

The other members of the 
committee include the Vice-
Chancellor of Mahapuru-
sha Srimanta Sankaradeva 
Viswavidyalaya, Assam 
Professor Mridul Hazarika, 
and IIM Lucknow’s Profes-
sor Bharat Bhasker.

The Karkardooma Court of 
Delhi ordered the framing 
of charges against ex-AAP 
Councilor Tahir Hussain in 
a money laundering case in 
connection with the North 
East Delhi Violence held in 
February 2020.

The court also dismissed 
the bail plea of Tahir Hussain 

in the same case. The court 
said, “In view of the statu-
tory provisions and the law 
discussed above, the trans-
actions of Tahir Hussain, as 
detailed above, were part of 
a conspiracy to fraudulently 
withdraw money from the 
accounts of certain companies 
owned or controlled by him 
through bogus and mala fide 
transactions with bogus en-
try operators on the strength 

of fake bills with him being 
the beneficiary and with in-
tent putting it to use towards 
riots.”

The court further observed 
that the then-accused Tahir 
Hussain would be set to be de-
riving or obtaining property 
as a result of criminal activity 
associated with or related to 
the scheduled offence as the 
proceeds of crime and will be 
guilty of money laundering.

Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
Bhupender Yadav will lead the Indian delegation to attend 
the 27th Session of the Conference of Parties to the UNFCCC 
(COP 27), scheduled to be held in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, 
from 6 to 18 November.

India is fully engaged with the process and is supportive of 
the efforts by Egypt government for substantive outcomes at 
COP 27. In the 56th Session of the Subsidiary Bodies held in 
June 2022 in Bonn, developing countries made it clear that 
UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change) is the centre of the collective and multilateral 
response to the issue of climate change.

There must be a faithful, balanced, and comprehensive im-
plementation of the Convention and the Paris Agreement, in 
accordance with its goals and principles.

An Environment Ministry release said that India looks for-
ward to substantial progress on the discussions related to 
climate finance and clarity on its definition.

“As it is a saying that ‘what gets measured gets done’, more 
clarity is needed on the definition of climate finance for the 
developing countries to be able to accurately assess the extent 
of finance flows for climate action,” it said. .

“While the Standing Committee on Finance will submit a 
report on the various definitions, we should have good delib-
erations on this to arrive at a common understanding. The in-
terpretation of the term must be in line with the commitments 
made by the countries on climate finance in the Convention 
and its Paris Agreement,” the release added.

It said the goal of USD 100 billion per year of climate finance 
by 2020 and every year thereafter through 2025 is yet to be 
achieved.

“Due to lack of common understanding, several estimates 
of what has flown as climate finance are available. While the 
promised amount must be reached as quickly as possible, 
there is a need now to substantially enhance the ambition 
to ensure adequate resource flow under the new quantified 
goal post-2024.”

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) on Friday 
opposed the bail petition 
moved by Hydrabad-based 
businessman Abhishek 
Boinpally in connection 
with the Delhi Excise Policy 
alleged scam.

Abhishek was arrested 
by the CBI recently, in an 
ongoing investigation of a 
case related to alleged ir-
regularities in the framing 
and implementation of the 
excise policy of GNCTD of 
Delhi. The CBI on Friday 
filed its reply in this regard 
and said, “It would not be 
right to give bail at this stage, 
as the investigation is still at 
an important stage.”

CBI said that if Boinpally is 
given bail now, he may tam-
per with the evidence.

The Special Judge MK Nag-
pal noted down on Friday 
the part submissions made 
by both sides, and fixed the 
matter for November 9, 2022, 
for further arguments.

According to the CBI, dur-
ing the course of the investi-
gation, it has been revealed 
through statements of wit-
nesses, and confessional 
statements of the accused re-
corded u/s 164 Cr.PC and the 

perusal of the Bank account 
that Abhishek Boinpally was 
part of repeated meetings at 
Delhi, Mumbai, and Hyder-
abad with the accused per-
sons and other liquor trad-
ers in connection with the 
formulation of liquor policy 
and to derive benefits out of 
the provisions of said policy.

“He was part of the con-
spiracy in pursuance of 
which, he transferred mon-
ey through hawala channels 
to co-accused Vijay Nair 
through co-accused Dinesh 
Arora prior to the implemen-
tation of the policy during the 
period November 2021 to 
July 2022,” CBI said.

The money transferred 
by the co-accused Sameer 
Mahendru of M/s Indospir-
its has also finally landed 
in the account of Abhishek 
Boinpally and he has not 
been able to satisfactorily 
explain the receipt of said 
money.

CBI further added that he 
was interrogated in connec-
tion with the allegations and 
confronted with the available 
evidence. However, he sought 
time to rethink and recol-
lect the facts for replying to 
the questions regarding the 
aforesaid incriminating facts 
showing his involvement in 
the conspiracy.

gujarat goes for a Different election
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Ahead of Assembly Elections 
in the state, Bharatiya Janata 
Party president JP Nadda 
held a road show in Shimla 
on Friday.

As per the visuals, he was 
welcomed by hundreds 
of BJP workers. Earlier on 
Wednesday, he urged voters 
to form a BJP government in 
the state again.

“Mitti Ka Haq Ada Karna 
Hoga,” (People of the state 
have to pay back to their 
land), Nadda had said.

The BJP chief was address-
ing a public rally at Bilaspur 
in Himachal Pradesh ahead 

of the state polls. Hitting out 
at former Prime Ministers, 
Nadda said, “It has been 75 
years of independence. Who 
used to care about us? At that 
time, Prime Minister used to 
come here for political tour-
ism in the summer season- 
never caring about or worry-
ing about the state.” “Today, 
PM Modi stands with you 
whenever called,” he added.

Mentioning the issue of 
misconceptions spread 
ahead of elections, Nadda 
at the rally said, “A web of 
misconceptions is spread as 
elections approach. Quite 
often we get tangled in this 
web and due to this we divert 

from the main issues.”
Earlier on Tuesday, Union 

Home Minister Amit Shah 
addressed a public gather-
ing in the Bhatiyat constitu-
ency of Himachal Pradesh’s 
Chamba. Shah emphasised 
the government’s develop-
mental initiatives taken up 
earlier. “We have set up a 
medical park in Nalagarh 
which will give jobs to 
10,000 people. 

We’ve also built the Atal 
tunnel that’ll promote tour-
ism,” he said. Himachal 
Pradesh is all set to go to polls 
on November 12, the results 
of which will be declared on 
December 8. 

HIMACHAL PRADESH POLLSBASTARA TOLL PLAZA CASE

BJP president JP Nadda 
holds roadshow in Shimla
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TOP OF THE DAY

HP’S CENTURION 
VOTER DIES AFTER 
CASTING BALLOT
CHANDIGARH: A 
106-year-old voter from 
Una district exercised his 
franchise on his death-
bed and two hours after 
casting his vote through 
postal ballot, Biru Ram of 
Salhana village died. An 
official spokesperson said 
on Friday that Biru Ram 
cast his vote on Thursday 
evening through a mobile 
booth set up for the as-
sembly elections and 
breathed his last at 4.30 
pm. Biru Ram has three 
sons, one daughter, three 
grandchildren, two grand-
daughters, two great-
granddaughters, and five 
great-grandchildren. His 
last rites will be performed 
on Friday. Another voter 
of Jagnoli panchayat in 
Fatehpur assembly 
constituency, Banto Devi 
(106-years) cast a ballot 
from home.

3 HIGH-PROFILE 
DRUG SMUGGLERS 
ARRESTED FROM 
GURDASPUR
CHANDIGARH: The 
ongoing war against drugs 
launched on the directions 
of Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann got a crucial 
breakthrough after Punjab 
Police arrested three 
high-profile drug smug-
glers, who were wanted in 
a 72.5-kg Heroin haul from 
Nhava Sheva Port Mumbai, 
from Gurdaspur area, said 
Director General of Police 
(DGP) Punjab Gaurav Ya-
dav here on Thursday. The 
contraband, which was 
kept concealed in the door 
border of the container 
containing white marble 
tiles, was jointly recovered 
by the teams of Punjab 
Police and ATS Mumbai in 
July 2022.

NAME CORRUPT 
AND WE WILL 
ENSURE STRICT 
ACTION AGAINST 
HIM: PUNJAB CM
LUDHIANA: Reiterating 
the firm commitment of 
his government to weed 
out the menace of cor-
ruption from the state, 
the Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann called 
upon the people to name 
the corrupt officer and 
the state government will 
ensure exemplary punish-
ment against him. The 
Chief Minister, while inter-
acting with media persons 
after a surprise check at 
the local Tehsil complex 
and the Suvidha centre. 

ASI HELD FOR  
TAKING BRIBE  
OF RS 15,000  
IN PUNJAB 
CHANDIGARH: The Pun-
jab Vigilance Bureau (VB) 
during its ongoing cam-
paign against corruption 
in the State today nabbed 
an Assistant Sub Inspector 
(ASI) Manjit Singh, posted 
at police station city, San-
grur red handed for ac-
cepting bribe of Rs 15,000. 
Disclosing this here today, 
a spokesperson of the 
VB said the accused ASI 
has been arrested on the 
complaint of Pritpal Singh 
resident of Sangrur. Giving 
details he said the com-
plainant has approached 
the VB and alleged that the 
above said police official 
was demanding a bribe of 
Rs 20,000 by threatening 
his friend Gurpiar Singh to 
register an extortion case.

Congress general secretary 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra ad-
dressed a party rally in Na-
grota Bagwan assembly con-
stituency of Kangra district 
on Friday. Speaking on the 
occasion, she said the Con-
gress would implement the 
Old Pension Scheme (OPS) 
when it returns to power 
in state. “We have restored 
OPS in Chhattisgarh and 
Rajasthan and will now do it 
in Himachal. BJP has money 
to waive off loans of its rich 
friends but not give pension 
to employees,” she said.

Speaking about the Ag-
niveer scheme for recruit-
ment into Army, Priyanka 
said it was an insult to the 
martyrs of Himachal. “Army 
will now run on contract,” 

she remarked.
“I understand the spirit 

of Himachal people who 
belong to Veer Bhoomi as I 
have myself lost my father to 
terrorism,” she said.

While claiming that it was 
the Congress which created 
Himachal, she also remem-
bered former CM Virbhadra 
Singh and former minister 
GS Bali during her address.

Priyanka said Congress 
has come out with its list of 
guarantees and they would 
be fulfilled on return to 
power.

HPCC president Pratibha 
Singh, CLP leader Mukesh 
Agnihotri and other Con-
gress leaders from Kangra 
were present in rally.

Earlier, Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra paid obeisance at 
Mata Jawalamukhi temple.

Winters are yet to arrive, but the 
national capital Delhi is already 
reeling under poor air category 
and rising cases of stubble 
burning are set to have a wors-
ening effect on the air quality. 
Besides, the declining Air qual-
ity in adjoining Haryana also 
has increased the problems of 
the state government as well as 
the health department. The Air 
Quality Index (AQI) of Delhi re-
ported 445 at 5 pm on Novem-
ber 4 that falls under the severe 
category.  Health experts have 
termed the situation as a ‘medi-
cal emergency’, as the patients 
suffering from pulmonary dis-
ease and chest pain rise, adding 
to the woes of the government. 

Amid this , the blame game 
has started over the issue as the 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal accused Haryana of 

the worsen air quality of Delhi. 
Outrightly rejecting the allega-
tion, Haryana took on the Kejri-
wal saying that there are several 
states responsible for the same. 
It is worth mentioning that 
AAP is the ruling party in both 
Punjab and Delhi-the worst af-
fected states. The data revealed 
that the incidents of stubble 
burning in Haryana have come 
down by 25 percent this year.  So 
far in the year 2022, only 2249 
incidents of farm fires have been 
reported in Haryana, whereas 
in Punjab these incidents have 
increased by 20 per cent. So 
far, 21,500 such incidents have 
been reported in Punjab which 
clearly indicated the worsening 
situation. Prior to this , as many 
as 15686 , 13085, 9225, 6364 and 
4202 incidents of stubble burn-
ing were reported in Haryana 
in  2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 and 
2020 respectively. 

IF RETURN TO POWER

BLAME GAME STARTS

CONGRESS TO RESTORE OPS 
IN HIMACHAL: PRIYANKA

AIR QUALITY DETERIORATES 
IN HARYANA TOO

Reviewing the status of imple-
mentation of measures direct-
ed to restrict stubble burning 
in Punjab, the Commission 
for Air Quality Management 
in NCR and Adjoining Ar-
eas (CAQM) held a meeting 
with the Chief Secretary and 
Deputy Commissioners of 
22 districts of Punjab except 
Pathankot (no farm fire inci-
dents reported).

The primary focus of the 
review meeting was to assess 
the on-ground implementa-
tion of directions and reiter-
ate the need for immediate 
intensification of actions to 
put a halt to the sudden spike 
in stubble-burning cases 
seen in the last few days in 
Punjab. The Chief Secretary 
and Deputy Commissioners 
of the 22 districts of Punjab 
were reminded of their ear-
lier commitments of drasti-
cally bringing the farm fire 
counts in 2022 as compared 
to last year.

The Deputy Commission-
ers of 10 districts namely 
Amritsar, Barnala, Bhatinda, 
Firozpur, Jalandhar, Ka-
purthala, Ludhiana, Sangrur, 
Tarn Taran and Patiala where 

more than 1,000 fire counts 
are reported, were specifically 
advised to pay special atten-
tion and focus on the imple-
mentation of the action plan.

During the review meet-
ing, the Chief Secretary and 
Deputy Commissioners of the 
22 districts of Punjab assured 
that they will put their best 
foot forward to substantially 
bring down the rising farm 
fire incidents in Punjab.

They also assured that a de-
cline in stubble-burning inci-
dents is expected to be seen in 
the coming days.

Stubble burning continued 
unabated in Punjab with the 
state reporting nearly 24,000 
such cases so far, an official 
said on Friday.

The incidents of stubble 
burning have seen a rise in 
parts of Punjab this year in 
comparison to last year. How-
ever, the area of fields burnt 
has witnessed a drop of 1 per 
cent so far.

Speaking to ANI over the 
phone, Senior Environmental 
Engineer of Punjab Pollution 
Control Board, Gurbakhsh-
ish Singh Gill said that 1,144 
incidents of stubble burning 
have taken place in the state 
till Thursday and 24,146 such 

incidents in Punjab.
“We are working in coordi-

nation with the government. 
Efforts are on. Farmers are 
being sensitised. Our teams 
are monitoring the situa-
tion. We are hopeful of the 
situation being in our control 
this time,” he said earlier on 
Thursday.

He attributed various fac-
tors to the deterioration in the 
Air Quality Index (AQI).

“There are various factors 
responsible for the deterio-
rating AQI. Stubble burning 
is one of them, other is Diwali, 
transportation and other at-
mospheric conditions,” he 
said.

Speaking to ANI on Thurs-
day, Deputy Commissioner 
of Bathinda, Showkat Ah-
mad Parray said, “Nearly 
1,200 incidents have been 
reported till now. Last year, 
it was nearly 900 which has 
increased this time. But the 
data that comes to us is not 
right in itself because there 
is some period during which 
the satellite does not capture 
the incidents. So if there is 
stubble burning taking place 
during that period, such inci-
dents are not reported to us,” 
he said.

IN PUNJAB

CAQM HOLDS REVIEW MEETING 
ON RESTRICTING FARM FIRES

CHARGESHEET 
FILED AGAINST 6 
ACCUSED BY NIA

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has filed a 
chargesheet against six ac-
cused in the case related to the 
seizure of arms, ammunition 
and explosives at Bastara toll 
plaza in Haryana’s Madhu-
ban, agency said.

The agency filed the 
chargesheet on October 31 
pertaining to the recovery 
of three IED, one pistol with 
two magazines, 31 rounds of 
live cartridges and Rs 1.30 
lakh cash on 5 May from 
Gurpreet Singh alias Gopi, 
Amandeep Singh alias 
Deepa, Parminder Singh 
alias Pinder and Bhupinder 
Singh. Those named in the 
charge sheet are Gurpreet 
Singh, Amandeep Singh, 
Parminder Singh, Bhopin-
der Singh, Rajbir Singh, and 
Harwinder Singh Sandhu 
alias Rinda. 

NIA said it is revealed that 
the explosives, arms and 
ammunition were sent by 
terrorist Harwinder Singh 
Sandhu alias Rinda of the 
proscribed terrorist orga-
nization ‘Babbar Khalsa In-
ternational’ from Pakistan 
through drones into the In-
dian territory.

People suffering from 
breathing-related prob-
lems in Ludhiana saw an 
increase of 20% amid wors-
ening air quality due to ris-
ing cases of stubble burning 
in the state.

While talking to ANI, 
the locals and the farmers 
blamed the government for 
the rising cases of stubble 
burning and also said that 
they are against any gov-
ernment action against the 
farmers. MD Medicine, 
Ludhiana Civil Hospital, 
Dr Amanpreet Kaur, said 
the breathing-related prob-
lems increase during this 
time every year.

“Every year during this 
time, the number of people 
suffering from breath-
ing problems increases. It 
happens due to the rise in 

viral diseases during this 
time. The stubble-burning, 
smoke from Diwali cel-
ebrations worsens the air 
quality and it affects those 
suffering from TB, asthma 
and those with smoking 
habits. This year also, there 
has been a 20-30% rise in 
the cases of patients with 
breathing issues,” she said.

BKU Ugrahaan District 
President, Gurpreet Singh 
Noorpura told ANI that the 
farmers will protest against 
the government if the gov-
ernment takes any action 
against the farmers.

“The prices of crops are 
very less, while the cost of 
diesel, medicines and DAP 
is very high. The farmers 
are not able to save and the 
burden of loans is increas-
ing. The farmers had even 
protested outside the Chief 
Minister’s residence in San-
grur. The government also 

promised to provide the 
farmers with compensation 
worth Rs 2,500 per acre 
and a Rs 200 bonus, but 
nothing happened. Neither 
they made arrangements 
to purchase the stubble. It 
doesn’t leave small farmers 
with any other option. Af-
ter this, if the government 
takes any step like ‘Red En-
try’ of farmers, we will pro-
test and ‘gherao’ against the 
government,” he said.

Stubble burning contin-
ued unabated in Punjab 
with the state reporting 
nearly 24,000 such cases 
so far, an official said on 
Friday.

The incidents of stubble 
burning have seen a rise in 
parts of Punjab this year 
in comparison to last year. 
However, the area of fields 
burnt has witnessed a drop 
of 1 per cent so far.

Speaking to ANI over the 

phone, Senior Environ-
mental Engineer of Punjab 
Pollution Control Board, 
Gurbakhshish Singh Gill 
said that 1,144 incidents of 
stubble burning have taken 
place in the state till Thurs-
day and 24,146 such inci-
dents in Punjab.

“We are working in coor-
dination with the govern-
ment. Efforts are on. Farm-
ers are being sensitised. 
Our teams are monitoring 
the situation. We are hope-
ful of the situation being in 
our control this time,” he 
said earlier on Thursday.

He attributed various fac-
tors to the deterioration 
in the Air Quality Index 
(AQI).”There are various 
factors responsible for the 
deteriorating AQI. Stubble 
burning is one of them, 
other is Diwali, transporta-
tion and other atmospheric 
conditions,” he said.

Speaking to  ANI on 
Thursday, Deputy Com-
missioner of Bathinda, 
Showkat Ahmad Parray 
said, “Nearly 1,200 inci-
dents have been reported 
till now. Last year, it was 
nearly 900 which has in-
creased this time. But the 
data that comes to us is 
not right in itself because 
there is some period during 
which the satellite does not 
capture the incidents. So 
if there is stubble burning 
taking place during that pe-
riod, such incidents are not 
reported to us,” he said. 

Crop burning instances 
in 2021 and 2022 were 
roughly the same until Oc-
tober 25, after which there 
was a divergence and more 
instances recorded this 
year than the same date last 
year. So far, there have been 
21,480 instances recorded 
in Punjab this year.
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BREATHING PROBLEMS

Farmers blame govt for worsening air quality

HIMACHAL ELECTIONS

Union Minister for Road 
Transport and High-

ways and senior BJP leader 
Nitin Gadkari reached 
Berthi area of Jhandutta of 
Bilaspur district of Himach-
al Pradesh in favour of BJP 
candidate Jeet Ram Katwal. 
During the rally he said that 
when the BJP government 
will be formed in Himachal 
Pradesh, he will visit the 
state again.

“The government is build-
ing 26 green expressways in 
the country in the next three 
years. After they are ready, 
travel from Delhi to Deh-
radun, Haridwar or Jaipur 
can be done within just 
two hours. For BJP, nation 
is first then party. As much 
development work has not 
been done in 70 years as it 
has been done in a span of 
only 10 years. Himachal has 
immense potential for tour-
ism, on which work is going 
on,” Gadkari said. 

Patting MLA Katwal on 
the back, Gadkari said that 

last time also he has fulfilled 
the announcements made in 
this assembly constituency, 
make him victorious with 
huge votes, so that in the 
coming time, we can get the 
record breaking develop-
ment work done in which 
the construction of roads 
and bridges is important.

He said that a proposal was 
sent to him by the Central 

Government and it would be 
completed immediately. Ear-
lier in Himachal, he has an-
nounced ropeway in Kangra, 
Kullu, Bilaspur, Sirmaur 
and Palampur. Their work 
will start soon. He said that 
there is no shortage of wa-
ter in Himachal Pradesh. A 
master plan will be prepared 
for how to use it. Gadkari 
also said that Himachal it-

self is a power generating 
state, the Government of In-
dia also gets a lot of benefits 
from Himachal. At the same 
time, every possible work is 
being done to improve the 
roads of Himachal from the 
point of view of tourism, 
because in this hill state of 
Himachal, tourists from all 
over the country and abroad 
come to visit here. Giving the 

example of the President of 
America, he said that as long 
as the roads of the state and 
the country are not correct, 
then that state and country 
cannot be rich and capable.

He exhorted said that 75 
per cent construction of four 
lane from Pandoh bypass to 
Takoli on National High-
way-21 (Chandigarh-Manali) 
in Himachal Pradesh has al-
ready been completed. This 
is a state-of-the-art project. 
This patch includes the con-
struction of nine modern 
tunnels and a 140 m long 
bridge.

The four lane that is being 
built on the banks of the Beas 
river is strategically impor-
tant. This road will connect 
famous tourist places like 
Kullu, Manali to Leh. Travel 
will be comfortable and save 
time. It will also provide 
safe movement of tourists 
throughout the year. Along 
with this, it will also facili-
tate the movement of armed 
forces in the border areas of 
Himachal Pradesh and Leh, 
said Gadkari in Rally. 

SWARGHAT ROPEWAY IN BILASPUR 
WOULD BE A REALITY SOON: GADKARI
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH
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Union Minister Nitin Gadkari during rally in Himachal Pradesh on Friday .

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra during a rally in Kangra on Friday.

BJP national president JP Nadda and party candidate from Kasumpti constituency Suresh Bhardwaj 
wave to the supporters during a roadshow in Shimla on Friday. 
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MUMBAI LOCAL 
TRAINS RUN LATE 
Mumbai: All fast sub-
urban locals in Mumbai 
region are running late 
by 15-20 minutes due to 
technical problems, said 
Western Railway. “Due 
to technical problem, all 
up and down fast subur-
ban locals are running 
late by 15-20 minutes. 
Inconvenience caused 
is deeply regretted,” 
the Divisional Railway 
Manager- Mumbai Divi-
sion of Western Railway 
tweeted. As per infor-
mation, six local trains 
were canceled, and at 
least 70 were delayed. 
Also, six long-distance 
trains were too delayed 
by approx 30 minutes. 

IIT GUWAHATI’S 
CENTRE OF 
EXCELLENCE 
PROVIDES BOOST 
TO NANOTECH 
Guwahati: The Indian 
Institute of Technology 
Guwahati in collabora-
tion with the Ministry of 
Electronic and Informa-
tion Technology suc-
cessfully achieved the 
goals set for the Centre 
for Excellence (CoE) in 
Research and Devel-
opment of Nanoelec-
tronic and Theranostic 
Devices established in 
2014. Appreciating the 
success of the Centre for 
Excellence, Prof. Dr T.G. 
Sitharam, Director, IIT 
Guwahati said, “It is with 
great pride to note that 
the faculty members 
working at IIT Guwaha-
ti’s Centre for Nanotech-
nology in collaboration 
with MeitY have worked 
tirelessly towards the 
success of establishing 
this pioneering Centre 
for Excellence. 

WOMEN 
COMMISSION 
ISSUES NOTICE 
TO HINDUTVA 
ACTIVIST 
Mumbai: The Maharash-
tra State Commission 
for Women has issued a 
notice to Hindutva activ-
ist Sambhaji Bhide for 
not giving an interview 
to a woman journalist as 
she did not have a ‘bindi’ 
on her forehead. Com-
mission Chairperson 
Rupali Chakankar has 
sought Bhide’s reply on 
the issue after send-
ing him a notice in this 
regard. Bhide reportedly 
refused to reply to the 
questions asked by a 
woman journalist as she 
had not applied a ‘bindi’ 
on her forehead. 

FOREST OFFICIAL 
ATTACKED BY 
LOCALS IN VIDISHA
Vidisha: A group of men 
and women attacked 
a forest official with 
sticks as he was taking 
out teak wood which 
was hidden by villag-
ers in the Lateri area of 
Vidisha district in MP on 
Friday, an official said. 
A video of the incident 
has also gone viral on 
social media in which 
the group of 10 to 12 
men and women were 
spotted holding sharp 
edge weapons. The 
forest official has been 
identified as Pradeep 
Sharma who is posted in 
Tiloni Beat. He sustained 
severe injuries in the in-
cident and was referred 
to the district hospital in 
Visidha.

IN KARNATAKA 

A doctor and three nurses 
of the Tumakuru Dis-

trict Hospital in Karnataka 
hospital were suspended after 
a woman and her twin babies 
died due to their negligence.

The pregnant woman was 
denied treatment at the Tu-
makuru District Hospital 
in Karnataka. The woman, 
identified as Kasturi, was 
a resident of Bharatinagar 
in Tumakuru. She used to 
live with her six-year-old or-
phaned daughter.

She was sent by the local 
residents along with an old 
woman, who was her neigh-
bour to the district hospital af-
ter she developed labour pain 
on Wednesday night.

But it has been alleged that 
the mother was sent back 
from the hospital on the 
grounds that she did not have 

the “mother health card”.
It is being said that the chil-

dren and the mother died be-
cause the doctor neglected to 
treat them despite asking for 
help. Apart from this, it has 
also been alleged that they told 
the woman to get treatment at 
the Victoria Hospital in Ban-
galore instead of treating her. 
However, she returned homes 
as had no money. On Thurs-
day morning, while delivering 
the babies due to severe blood 
loss the woman died along 

with the newborns.
The deceased woman is said 

to have given birth to twin 
boys as per a local source. Kas-
turi hails from Tamil Nadu 
and has been living in Bharti-
nagar for the past one month.

Locals have alleged that the 
Tumkur District Hospital 
doctor is responsible for the 
death of the pregnant woman 
and her two children. District 
Health Officer (DHO) Manju-
nath visited the incident site.

The locals took the matter to 

the DHO and demanded the 
suspension of guilty doctors. 
“The concerned doctors and 
staff in the district hospital 
have been suspended,” said 
Manjunath.

Karnataka Health Minister 
K Sudhakar also visited the 
district hospital on Thursday. 
“Between 9 am and 10 am a 
very pregnant woman came 
to the hospital. The woman 
was brought by two locals. 
She has come to get treatment 
for labour pain. We saw the 
CCTV camera video where 
the nurses took her inside 
when she came. On arrival, 
the mother was asked for 
government mother card and 
an Aadhaar card. She didn’t 
have any of that. Neighbours 
brought her under compul-
sion,” said Health Minister.

Sudhakar said that a doctor 
and three nurses have been 
suspended for their negli-
gence.

“Apparently, it seems that 
the three nurses working 
in the maternity ward have 
committed negligence of 
duty. There was also a duty 
doctor in the hospital. What-
ever she could have said, she 
could have come and given 
treatment. This is dereliction 
of duty. They behaved inhu-
manly. I am shocked by this 
incident. So four people have 
been suspended. One doctor 
and three nurses have been 
suspended. The unlucky girl 
is orphan now. If her family 
members do not support her. 
The district administration 
will arrange for free education 
and accommodation up to 18 
years. Personally I would like 
to do FD in her account,” Sud-
hakar added.

The minister added that the 
state government will bring 
necessary amendments to 
laws in the next session of the 
Assembly. 

WOMAN, TWIN BABIES DIE AFTER 
ADMISSION DENIED, DOCTOR SUSPENDED
TDG NETWORK
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District Health Officer visits the incident site.

Property seized (left), Shabir Ahmad (Right)

TERROR FUNDING CASE

IN BIHAR

The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) has attached 
Jammu and Kashmir ’s 
separatist leader Shabir Ah-
mad Shah’s Srinagar-based 
house valued at Rs 21.80 
lakh under anti-money 
laundering law in a case 
linked to the funding of ter-
ror activities, the agency 
said on Friday.

Situated at Botshah Colo-
ny in Srinagar’s Sanat Nagar 
area, the property is in the 
name of Shabir Ahmad 
Shah. The property was 
seized under the provisions 
of the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA), 

2002. The property was at-
tached in an ongoing money 
laundering case registered 
on May 30, 2017, naming 
Shabir Ahmad Shah and 
Lashkar-e-Taiba co-found-
er Hafiz Muhammad Saeed 
and others under various 
sections of IPC and Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) 
Act (UAPA), 1967.

During the course of an 
investigation, the ED said 
it was revealed that Shabir 
Ahmad Shah was actively 
involved in the activities of 
fuelling unrest in Kashmir 
Valley by way of stone pelt-
ing, processions, protests, 
bandhs, hartals and other 
subversive activities.

A CRPF jawan was rushed 
to a hospital after trying to 
shoot himself with his ser-
vice weapon at his camp in 
Bihar’s Gaya on Friday. The 
CRPF personnel was identi-
fied as Manoj Ram.

“We received an alert this 
morning that a CRPF jawan 
had tried to shoot himself 
with his service weapon. He 
was admitted to a hospital. 
An investigation is already 
underway on why he tried 
to take his own life and we 
are looking into all angles,” 
an officer of Gaya police sta-
tion told ANI. On whether 
the police have made any 
attempt to reach out to his 
family members, the officer 

added, “We will share the de-
tails once the investigation is 
completed.”

In a similar incident last 
year, a CRPF jawan, who had 
returned to duty after a leave, 
fatally shot himself with the 
service weapon of a colleague 
in Jammu & Kashmir’s Bud-
gam area. The paramilitary 
force had then put out a state-
ment saying he was ‘mentally 
disturbed’ and had shot him-
self in the head with his col-
league’s service rifle.

The CRPF had added that 
the jawan had not been as-
signed any firearm as he was 
deemed mentally unsound. 
An official in the para force 
had said that the jawan was 
performing the duties of a 
mess constable. 

ED attaches J-K separatist 
leader’s Srinagar house

CRPF jawan tries to shoot 
himself with his service 
weapon, rushed to hospital
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IN RESPONSE

A Right to Information ac-
tivist used a bullock cart 
to transport around 8500 
pages of information he got 
from authorities in Shivpuri 
district of Madhya Pradesh 
in response to his query.

The activist reached his res-
idence in Bairad village of the 
district in bullock cart con-
taining papers to the beating 
of drums and created a buzz 
among locals. RTI activist 
Makhan Dhakad said that 
he had sought a response 
through RTI two months 
back to expose alleged scams 
in Bairad Nagar Panchayat.

When he did not receive 
the information, he made an 
appeal to Bhopal and other 
places.

Acting on his appeal, Infor-
mation Commissioner’s of-
fice in Bhopal said he should 

be provided information.
“After that I was asked to 

deposit Rs 25000 for infor-
mation of 12000 pages. I 
took the loan and deposited 
the money. Even after de-
positing the money, I get in-

complete information,” the 
activist said.

Dhakad said he reached 
Bairad Municipal Council 
office on the bullock cart and 
took four friends along with 
him to count the pages. “It 
took two hours to count the 
pages,” he said.

He alleged that officials do 
not act against wrongdoings 
in various schemes and he 
will study the information 
and move court.

Dhakad said he decided 
to turn the event of getting 
information into a kind of 
celebration and reached his 
home in bullock cart to the 
beating of drums from the 
Nagar Panchayat office. 
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ACTIVIST TRANSPORTS 8500 PAGES OF RTI INFORMATION ON 
BULLOCK CART AMID BEATING OF DRUMS IN SHIVPURI

IN UTTARAKHAND 

The Supreme Court on 
Friday in an interim order 
stayed the Uttarakhand 
High Court order which 
had put on hold the govern-
ment’s decision to provide 
30 per cent reservation to 
women domiciled in Uttara-
khand in State civil services.

A bench of Justices S Abdul 
Nazeer and V Ramasubra-
manian also issued notice 
on the Uttarakhand govern-

ment’s plea which challenged 
the August 24 order of the 
High Court. The State of Ut-
tarakhand has challenged 
in the top court the interim 
order passed by the division 
bench of the High Court 
staying the 2006 order of the 
State of Uttarakhand.

The High Court order had 
come on a petition filed by 
more than a dozen women 
candidates from outside the 
State who were under the un-
reserved category.

The women said they were 

not allowed to appear for the 
State services main examina-
tion despite securing more 
marks than the cut-off set for 
domicile women of the State 
in the preliminary test held 
on April 3 this year.

The Uttarakhand Public 
Service Commission had, by 
way of a notification on Au-
gust 10, 2021, advertised the 
Uttarakhand Combined State 
(Civil)/Pravar Sub-Ordinate 
Service Examination 2021 
and listed 224 vacancies for 
various posts in about 31 de-

partments.
The petitioners contended 

that the State government did 
not have the power to provide 
domicile-based reservation 
and that the Constitution of 
India only allowed reserva-
tion on the basis of domicile 
only by a law enacted by the 
parliament.

The petition pointed out 
that the High Court has not 
taken into consideration the 
fact that the government 
order of 2006 was not chal-
lenged for around 15 years.
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RTI activist carrying RTI information on bullock cart

SC LIFTS HC STAY ON 30%V DOMICILE QUOTA 
FOR WOMEN IN STATE SERVICES

VYAPAM CASE

A special CBI court sentenced 
five persons to seven years of 
rigorous imprisonment and 
imposed a fine of Rs 10,000 
each in the Vyapam scam on 
Friday. The court also acquit-
ted four others due to lack of 
evidence.

The court of Judge Nitiraj 
Singh Sisodiya convicted 
solver Nitin Upadhyay, can-
didate Vijay Tyagi, candidate 
Devendra Gond, candidate 
Deewana Paliya and candi-
date Pradeep Singh Rawat 
under sections 419, 420, 467, 
468, 471, 120B of IPC and sec-
tions 3(D)(1)(2)/4 of MPRE 
act. Special Public Prosecu-
tor CBI, Manuji Upadhyay 
said that four candidates and 

one solver were convicted 
for forgery in Jail Prahari Re-
cruitment Examination-2012 
conducted by the Vyapam, 
which is now known as Mad-
hya Pradesh Employees Se-
lection Board (MPESB). The 
candidates were accused that 
they had passed the exam by 
placing solvers in their places.

“A charge sheet of ten ac-
cused was presented before 

the court. Following which, 
the court convicted five ac-
cused to seven years of RI and 
imposed a fine of Rs 10000 
each. The court, however, 
acquitted the four persons 
because of a lack of evidence 
against them. Besides, one 
accused Pradeep Tyagi was 
absconding during the trial, 
his case has been separated,” 
Upadhayay added. 
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CBI court sentences 5 persons 
to 7 years of imprisonment

Special Public Prosecutor CBI, Manuji Upadhyay 

ALLEGATION

ANOYMOUS CALL

The BJP has termed Telan-
gana Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao as an actor in 
the “political field” after he 
released a video on Thursday 
of the BJP allegedly trying to 
poach his party’s MLAs.

Releasing the video on 
Thursday, Rao accused BJP 
of destroying all systems in 
the country. In a statement, BJP 
spokesperson NV Subhash on 
Friday strongly criticised Rao 
for his “baseless” and “un-
warranted” comments while 
speaking to the media against 
BJP’s top leaders and termed 
him as an actor in “political 
field” and alleged that he spent 
crores of rupees to “enact this 
drama”.

“Generally people will dis-
play their skills by acting and 
playing various roles in cinema 

field like NTR, Dilip Kumar, 
Sanjay Dutt and others but 
our state CM KCR is capable 
of acting in political field with 
his lies and dialogues and mes-
merising political workers by 
his lies”, he said while reacting 
to CM’s media conference. It 
was a conspiracy to defame a 
patriotic party, he added.

World leaders have been ap-
preciating the efforts of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to 

make India a world leader and 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin also appreciated Modi’s 
work and said he is a “true pa-
triot”, Subhash added.

BJP leader Rachana Reddy 
said that it is nothing but a 
“ridiculous” attempt of KCR 
to defame and slander the BJP.

“The so-called farmhouse 
link is an elaborated video of 
artists just sitting around and 
speaking dialogues instructed 
by KCR, where people are just 
trading names and using top 
people’s names to defame and 
slander them without any 
proof,” BJP leader Rachana 
Reddy told. She wondered at 
KCR’s “audacity” of accusing 
the BJP of buying MLAs while 
his own record is completely 
filled with corruption and du-
bious horse-trading of MLAs, 
she said. The BJP MLA further 
said that the BJP will hit and 
fight back but will not com-

ment on the matter anymore 
since the issue is “subjudice”.

“The BJP is going to hit and 
fight back and is not going to 
comment anymore because 
the issue is subjudice, but the 
irony has not passed BJP be-
cause the man who has done 
horsetrading actually has the 
goal and audacity to question 
BJP with no evidence and the 
claim that the governments of 
Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Delhi, along with Telangana 
are at the risk of horse-trading 
by BJP,” she said.

The BJP leader said that KCR 
is just a CM of one state in In-
dia and struggling to continue 
in power as people have now 
realised all his gimmicks and 
tactics, he added. 

Enacting a drama with folded 
hands, KCR cannot succeed in 
his play as people are wise to 
understand his tactics, he said.

It is PM Modi who after be-

coming Prime Minister of the 
country has put democracy on 
a real and solid track and there 
is no question of its derailment, 
Subhash said.

It is a bigger conspiracy of 
KCR to defame BJP by poach-
ing people and asking them to 
take names of top BJP leaders 
who are occupying constitu-
tional posts and KCR has spent 
crores of rupees to enact this 
drama, he alleged.

The money he amassed by 
corrupt practices is being used 
to intimidate and to lure such 
people for making fake videos. 
Nobody can deter investigating 
agencies to probe into scandals 
including liquor scandals with 
alleged involvement of MLC 
K Kavitha, daughter of KCR, 
Subhash said. People of the 
country particularly Telan-
gana people who fought for a 
separate state are watching the 
drama of KCR, he added.

The Mumbai Police control 
room on Friday received an 
anoymous call that some ter-
rorists were about to strike the 
city’s famous Haji Ali Dargah.

Acting on the call, a team 
from the Tardeo police sta-
tion was rushed to the spot 
and a Bomb Detection and 
Disposal Squad (BDDS) 
van was also scrambled to 

the scene. The police team 
scoured a Larsen & Tou-
bro project site near the 
dargah but found nothing. 
The police tried to reach the 
anonymous caller again but 
his phone was found to be 
switched off. The city police 
then sought technical help to 
ascertain who the caller was 
and what the purpose behind 
his call was.

The call to the Mumbai 

Police control room came 
around 2 pm on 3 Novem-
ber, Friday.

The sleuths learned that the 
caller was from Ulhasnagar. 
The Tardeo Police later put 
out a statement saying they 
learned that the caller was 
mentally ill and undergoing 
treatment. Last year, a man 
was arrested for making 
a hoax bomb threat call at 
Mumbai’s Zaveri Bazar.
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BJP TERMS KCR AN ACTOR WHO SPENDS CRORES POACHING DRAMA 

POLICE RECEIVES HOAX CALL CLAIMING 
IMPENDING TERROR ATTACK

Telangana Chief Minister K 
Chandrasekhar Rao 
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Today’s India is calm 
and tranquil. India 
is also fast and fero-

cious. There is no contradic-
tion here, it’s just that one 
needs to understand the 
context. India is no more 
just the back office of ser-
vices but has broken the fab-
ricated ceiling to storm into 
the corner office of manu-
facturing- the C-suite meant 
for top leaders.

Fast & Ferocious 
India recently woke up 
to the good news that the 
combined Index of Eight 
Core Industries Coal, Crude 
Oil, Natural Gas, Refinery 
Products, Fertilizers, Steel, 
Cement and Electricity in-
creased by almost 8% in 
September 2022 as com-
pared to the Index of Sep-
tember 2021. 

Not just that but India’s 
manufacturing activity was 
high with factory orders 
demonstrating resilience 
despite global headwinds. 
While Nomura’s leading 
index of Asia’s aggregate 
exports is signaling a deep-
ening downturn in Asia’s 

export growth, India’s sea-
sonally adjusted New Ex-
port Orders Index is at its 
highest level since May. 

It appears that the weak-
ening trend in Asian exports 
appears to have had limited 
impact on India’s export or-
ders.

It’s not even a week ago 
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi launched that The 
Airbus-Tata joint venture 
to manufacture C-295 air-
crafts in India. It reaffirms 
Prime Minister Modi’s com-
mitment to the military-
industrialization process. 
For the first time a private 
partner has been chosen for 
manufacturing two-thirds 
of the contracted order in 
India and not a defence PSU 
as has been the case so far. 
Prime Minister is empower-
ing both the defence PSUs 
and the Private sector by 
giving opportunity to ‘Co-
Design and Co-Create’ de-
fence equipment.

A large scale military-
industrial complex to de-
sign, develop, test and cer-
tify armed drones, fighters, 
tanks, and submarines is 
also on the anvil. In addi-
tion, industrial units manu-
facturing critical parts like 
infra-red seekers (needed 
for anti-tank missiles), in-
ertial navigation system 
(for missiles and fighters) 
and hot engine technolo-
gies are being planned. This 
is to ensure that India does 
not have to depend on any 
third country for its mili-
tary requirements. This will 
also allow India to export to 

other countries of the world 
without being bound by any 
technology transfer restric-
tion or licenses.

Past to the 
Present 
As we know the National 
Manuf acturing Policy 
(NMP), 2011 announced 
during UPA encountered 
rough weather – Estab-
lishing National Industrial 
Manufacturing Zones, cre-
ating SPVs and land acqui-
sition posed challenges. The 
support from the govern-
ment was merely restricted 
to Viability Gap Funding 
(VGF) and arranging for 
multilateral loans. Lack of 
budgetary provisions and 
innovative incentives led 
to the demise of the dream 
‘manufacture in India’. The 
then Economic Advisors to 
the government who pro-
claimed ‘manufacturing is 
not for India’ were unfortu-
nately proved right!

Modi’s ‘Make in India’ has 
a vision backed by strategy. 
25 sectors are chosen and 
supported with investment, 
innovation, best in class 
manufacturing infrastruc-
ture, ease of business and 
skill development. 

To provide a major boost to 
manufacturing, the Produc-
tion-Linked Incentive (PLI) 
Scheme has been launched 
for 13 sectors with an outlay 
of Rs 1.97 lakh crores. The 
PLI scheme is expected to 
make Indian manufactur-
ers globally competitive, 
attract investment and 
cutting-edge technologies; 
ensure efficiencies; create 
economies of scale; enhance 
exports and make India an 
integral part of the global 
supply chain.

But achieving economies 
of scale and aggregating 
efforts needed a different 
thought process and a new 
way of working.

So an Industrial Informa-

tion System (IIS) was de-
veloped. This aggregates 
information of industrial 
infrastructure across the 
country. IIS provides a GIS 
enabled database of indus-
trial areas including clus-
ters, parks, nodes, zones 
etc. across the country! 
This database has detailed 
information on 3500 in-
dustrial clusters, covering 
4.8 lakh hectares from all 
States / UTs of the country. 
Its meant to enrich state 
governments stakeholders, 
industrial park developers, 
industries and investors by 
providing updated informa-
tion on the land available in 
different industrial parks, 
their potential, occupancy, 
incentives available et al. A 
one stop shop for investors.

In addition an Industrial 
Park Rating System (IPRS) 
is being developed to assess 
these parks on their perfor-
mance enhancing the ‘at-
traction to invest’ quotient. 

conFluence oF all 
good things 
It’s providential that In-
dustry 4.0 revolution was 
totally at play when Make 
in India and ‘Atmanirbhar 
Bharat’ were announced by 
PM Modi.

Today thanks to Indus-
try 4.0, Indian manufac-
turers are able to leverage 
data from multiple sourc-

es--connected machines, 
equipment, IoT sensors to 
transform their existing 
manufacturing processes 
for production efficiency. 
In order to spread aware-
ness about Industry 4.0, 
five centers have been set up 
at Pune, IIT (Delhi) at IISc, 
CMTI Bengaluru and IIT 
Kharagpur.

Today by digitalizing the 
shop-floor, MSME manu-
facturers are getting in-
stant analysis of production 
status, error eliminations, 
increased operational ef-
ficiency, quality and flex-
ible reporting process. The 
real-time analysis of pro-
duction through data collec-
tion and visualization tools 
gives a new perspective of 
the manufacturing process, 
better insight into the ma-
chinery, personnel and the 
process efficiencies. Digital 
documentation eliminates 
the errors and sets a proper 
digital ‘approval’ hierar-
chy in place for an efficient 
process. These advantages 
help manufacturers save 
time and reduce expenses, 
thereby making his prod-
uct more competitive in the 
Global market.

At one time India was in 
awe of WCM (World Class 
Manufacturing) TQM, Six 
SIGMA and Zero Defect 
manufacturing et al but the 
same country today is de-

ploying disruptive technol-
ogies like the AI (Artificial 
Intelligence) with ease. The 
smart prediction algorithms 
are being used by Indian 
factories for maximizing 
equipment efficiency, pre-
dictive maintenance of ma-
chinery resulting in high 
quality products - for India 
and for the world.

naY vs YaY saYers 
The former governor of 
the Reserve Bank of India, 
Raghuram Rajan recently 
cautioned India that a man-
ufacturing-led export model 
is detrimental for the nation 
and it had better stick to the 
‘services – led’ growth. Sad-
ly for him and Au contraire, 
Dun & Bradstreet’s latest 
report confirms that India 
will realize the target of 25% 
share of manufacturing in 
overall economy by 2025.

A few days ago the Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man disclosed that during 
her IMF & World Bank 
meetings in Washington 
D.C., she was informed that 
India seems to be an oasis 
of ‘stability and calm’ – and 
that the challenges are be-
ing carefully firewalled by 
the country. She said that 
the Indian economy now 
is very clearly attractive for 
investors because of careful 
planning, targeted facilita-
tion, fiscal prudence and a 
clear understanding of what 
works for the country. 

We are indeed poised to 
make in India for the World. 

A random stone of advice 
thrown by a former RBI 
governor can hardly create 
a ripple in a country like In-
dia that today is an oasis of 
stability and calm. We know 
it and so does the world…

Karuna Gopal Vartakavi is the 
president, Foundation for Fu-
turistic Cities and BJP Nation-
al Incharge, Women Policies & 
Research

Make in India, Make 
for World

Power of will 

Breaking the Barriers 

With Germany’s 
Foreign Minister 
Annalena Baerbock 
likely to visit India 
in December, New 
Delhi will have a 
much-needed op-
portunity to have a 
terse statement from 
her, slamming ter-
rorism emanating 
from the territory 
under Pakistan’s 
control. As the Ger-
man FM is said to 
be keen to put to rest 
the controversy cre-
ated over her Kash-
mir remarks last 
month, India must 
use the visit to try 
to persuade her talk 
tough against terror-
ism from Pakistan’s 
soil. Undoubtedly, 
the German Foreign 
Minister, whose In-
dia visit schedule 
next month is yet to 
be finalised, will have 
no hitch whatsoever 
in being critical of terror organisations being har-
boured and protected in the territories under the 
control of both Pakistan and Afghanistan.

As Baerbock would be meeting External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar and National Security Advi-
sor Ajit Doval and other senior defence, security 
and diplomatic officials in Delhi, the India side 
would have ample opportunity to impress upon 
her that Germany needs to look at the Kashmir is-
sue in the context of terrorism being promoted and 
financed by Pakistan. The Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) had rightly called such Baerbock com-
ments on the Kashmir issue as a “grave injustice” to 
victims of terrorism. MEA spokesperson Arindam 
Bagchi had said that the “role and responsibility” 
of any “serious and conscientious member of the 
global community” was to call out international, 
cross-border terrorism. During various meetings, 
the German Foreign Minister must be be reminded 
of what MEA had said in its reaction to her contro-
versial remarks on the Kashmir issue.

 She must be briefed on how Pakistan contin-
ues to sponsor and shield terrorists who attack 
innocent people in Kashmir. Surely, India would 
also provide her evidence about Pakistan’s role in 
terrorism that were made available to the UNSC 
members recently at the Counter-Terrorism Com-
mittee (CTC) meeting here. This way, India can 
step up pressure on the German minister to make a 
strong statement against Pakistan-based terrorism 
during the visit. She must be told how Pakistan’s 
continued conspiracy to foment troubles in Kash-
mir needs to be condemned. Cross-border terror-
ism which Kashmir has been bearing the brunt 
of is the real problem that has to be addressed. If 
India presses this point during Baerbock’s visit, it 
would be quite important in the context of the con-
troversial Kashmir remarks that she had made in 
the presence of Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto. India had then issued a strong statement 
rebutting her remarks.  At a joint press conference 
with Bilawal Bhutto Zardari in October, Baerbock 
had suggested a role for the UN in the Kashmir is-
sue. “Germany has a role and responsibility with 
regard to the situation of Kashmir. Therefore, we 
support intensively the engagement of the United 
Nations to find peaceful solutions in the region,” 
Baerbock had said after bilateral talks with Bhutto 
in the German capital.   “The Indian Union Terri-
tory of Jammu and Kashmir has borne the brunt 
of such a terrorist campaign for decades. This con-
tinues till now,” Bagchi had further said referring 
to the unfinished prosecution of Pakistan-based 
terrorists involved in the Mumbai 26/11 attacks. 
“When states do not recognise such dangers, either 
because of self-interest or indifference, they under-
mine the cause of peace, not promote it. They also 
do grave injustice to the victims of terrorism,” he 
added.

On Thursday, Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra at 
an open debate at the UN urged the international 
community to “call out those” who provide safe 
havens to terrorists and come to their defense in-
cluding in the UN Security Council sanctions re-
gimes, a veiled reference to Pakistan and China. 
“The threat posed by terrorism...Needs a unified 
voice from the international community,” Kwatra 
said in his remarks. Kwatra’s remarks assume sig-
nificance in the light of ongoing campaign by India 
to pressure the global community to focus on the 
terrorism being sponsored by Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan State actors.

T. BRAJESH

PersPective
Diplomatic outreach 

as gerMan fM to Visit 
inDia, Delhi MUst 
seek strong Message 
against Pak

Stubble burning is a prac-
tice of managing residues 
left after harvesting of rice 
crop by setting the straw 
stubble on fire. Along with 
the industrial and vehicular 
emmisions, it often leads to 
the deterioration of air qual-
ity (detected in terms of Air 
Quality Index), particularly 
in Delhi and NCR. In fact, 
it has been cited as the ma-
jor cause of air pollution in 
Delhi since 1980.

This year, there have been 
17,864 incidents of stubble 
burning in Punjab, 2,083 
in Haryana, 777 in Uttar 
Pradesh, 345 in Rajasthan, 
and 972 in Madhya Pradesh 
between  September 15 and 

November 1, according to the 
satellite data assessed by In-
dian Agricultural Research 
Institute. Consequently the 
level of air pollution has been 
increased in these states as 
well as Delhi (as air currents 
lead to the dispersion of pol-
lutants in the capital), which 
led to a series of opinionated 
talks, proposals, debates, 
political accuses, and clash-
es between centre and state 
governing bodies. 

Every year the story of 
stubble burning rules the 
media during early-winter 
period. Many environmen-
talists have raised their con-
cerns on the matter and the 
government has also passed 
suitable legislations to con-
trol stubble burning. So 
why it is that farmers won’t 
listen to the environtental-
ists and agricultural officials 
despite such hue and cry all 
around? If one thinks that 
the farmers are not aware 
of the health issues related 
with stubble burning then it 
is not the case. If one thinks 
that the farmers are not 
ready to abandon their cul-

tural cultivation practices, 
then it is important to know 
that stubble burning actual-
ly begins with the introduc-
tion of modern agronomic 
practices and mechanised 
farming. Traditionally, crop 
harvesting was done manu-
ally, which used to leave 
small amount of residues 
that can be easily managed 
while ploughing the fields. 

The one and only reason 
of continuation of stubble 
burning process is “the 
lack of options” or should 
I say “the lack of practical, 
economic, and eco-friendly 
options”. Yes, a number of 
suggestions are often put 
forward by so-called envi-
ronmentalists and subject 
matter experts. Some state 
that farmers should opt for 
bio-decomposing process, 
whereas others recommend 
using machanized equip-
ments such as balers or su-
perseeders. It is often easier 
said than done. Most of these 
suggestion-makers have ac-
tually never experienced or 
even realized the pragmatic 
meaning of farming spread 

across several acres to un-
derstand the feasibility of 
these options. And most 
of them do not acknowl-
edge the question that who 
should be responsible for 
bearing expenses of these 
processes.

If someone is genuinely 
interested in working at the 
root causes of the problem, 
then rather than clinging 
to one’s beliefs, the person 
should first interact with 
the farmers and that too, not 
with an agenda of lecturing 
them but for understand-
ing their mindset. The most 
common counter-response 
that you will get is that they 
have larger and better issues 
that need more shoutout 
than the issue of stubble 
burning. Farmers are barely 
making profits via current 
agricultural practices as the 
investement nearly equates 
or sometimes even exceeds 
the income (it is actually 
common in case of insect 
pest attacks or extreme 
weather events). The current 
agricultural system does not 
even guarantee a minimum 

selling price, which leads 
to the exploitation of farm-
ers. The harvest is mostly 
purchased at lower prices 
(than it should be) and the 
payments are often delayed. 
Their debts are continuously 
increasing, which is conse-
quently leading to suicides 
among farmers. They often 
raise their demands in this 
context but most of the time 
their issues are strategically 
ignored by the media, gov-
ernment, stakeholders and 
self-absorbed societies. On 
one hand, political apathy 
towards their demands agi-
tates them, and on the other 
it is being expected of them 
that they should take the 
entire responsibility of envi-
ronmental pollution on their 
shoulders (a large portion of 
which is actually contribut-
ed via a number of unregu-
larised sources throughout 
the year, industries and ve-
hicles being at top of the list).

The matter of stubble 
burning can never be re-
solved by playing politi-
cal blame-games, issuing 
penalties and forcing farm-

ers to opt for other ways. 
Though farmers are the 
first one’s to witness harm-
ful impacts of deteriorated 
air quality due by stubble 
burning but since they are 
already burdened by finan-
cial losses, they could not 
be convinced otherwise. 
Rather than providing un-
necessary media attention, 
futile awareneness lectures, 
and impractical solutions to 
the problem, government or 
private contractors either 
needs to intervene and take 
the responsibility of stubble 
management on their own 
(without expecting any time 
and investment from the 
farmers) or provide farm-
ers with appropriate, timely, 
and financially-benefitting 
resources for the same. It is 
high time to show ‘save the 
environment’ spirit pro-
jected by environmentalists, 
government and public in 
actions instead of speeches, 
screams, and sobs.
Harminder Pal Singh is a 
Professor, Environment Science 
Department of Panjab Univer-
sity, Chandigarh
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annalena Baerbock

india must use the visit to 
try to persuade her talk 
tough against terrorism 
from pakistan’s soil. 
undoubtedly, the German 
Foreign Minister, whose 
india visit schedule 
next month is yet to be 
finalised, will have no hitch 
whatsoever in being critical 
of terror organisations 
being harboured and 
protected in the territories 
under the control of both 
pakistan and afghanistan.

Achieving economies of scale and aggregating efforts needed a 
different thought process and a new way of working. The PM’s 
vision has given wings to aspirations for ‘Make in India’. 
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The Supreme Court 
in the case Serious 
Fraud Investigation 

Office (SFIO) v. Rajesh Ku-
mar Yaduvanshi & Anr, the 
bench comprising Chief 
Justice U.U. Lalit and Justice 
S. Ravindra Bhat and Justice 
Bela M. Trivedi observed 
and had issued a notice 
to Punjab National Bank 
(PNB) on a plea filled by 
Serious Fraud Investigation 
Office (SFIO) regarding the 
alleged siphoning of funds 
of Bhushan Steel Ltd.

In the present case, it has 
been submitted by SFIO 
before the court that the 
accused were complicit in 
embezzlement of funds and 
had moved the Supreme 
Court, wherein challeng-
ing the order of Delhi High 
Court’s quashing summons 
issued to Rajesh Kumar 
Yaduvanshi, the respondent 

in the case. The allegations 
made were that the promot-
ers of Bhushan Steel Ltd had 
fraudulently siphoned off 
funds from the corporation, 
while in connivance with 
their employees and a few 

other entities.
However, in the matter 

the respondent, Rajesh Ku-
mar Yaduvanshi was PNB’s 
nominee for the Board of 
Directors of Bhushan Steel 
Ltd. Thus, the Trial Court in 

2019 had summoned Yadu-
vanshi to appear in the case 
lodged against Bhushan 
Steel Ltd and others by the 
SFIO. The summons had 
been quashed by the Delhi 
High Court stating that 

Yaduvanshi was a nominee 
director of the company. 
Further, the High Court 
noted that there had been 
no allegation against Yadu-
vanshi stating that he had 
been involved in the affairs 
of BSL except in his capacity 
as a nominee director.

While issuing notice to 
PNB and two others, the 
Supreme Court bench in its 
order stated that since the 
concerned respondents ap-
pear on caveat through Mr. 
Pinaki Mishra, the learned 
Senior Counsel, instructed 
by Mr. Manikya Khanna, 
and Mr. R. Basant and the 
learned Senior Counsel, 
instructed by the learned 
counsel, Mr. Sanjay Kapur, 
service of notices upon the 
said respondents is dis-
pensed with.

Accordingly, the bench 
listed the matter for final 
disposal before the appro-
priate Court on 06.12.2022.

In Court

Supreme Court: notICe ISSued to punjab 
natIonal bank on SerIouS Fraud 
InveStIgatIon oFFICe’S pleaS allegIng 
Fund embezzlement In bhuShan Steel ltd
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The Supreme Court in the case Anun 
Dhawan vs Union of India and Ors 
observed and has adjourned the PIL 
seeking establishment of community 
kitchens for two weeks after asking 
the Centre to look into the policies 
which is being implemented by the 
States and to come up with a policy.

The bench comprising of Justice A. 
S. Bopanna and Justice P. S. Nara-
simha observed after hearing the 
counsel appearing for the Petitioner 
Anun Dhawan. Thus, the Counsel 
apprised the court that the Union 
was earlier directed to file a report. 
It has also been submitted by the 
Counsel before the court that if the 
Centre comes out with a policy, 22 
states have said, we will implement it.

It was observed by the court that 
a united effort is being required 
and everyone has to come up with 
a policy together. Further, the bench 
stated that, these matters are not the 
matters where the direction can be 

given, it is the part of everyone to 
come together and figure it out. The 
bench also asked the Union to come 
up with a policy and also take into 
consideration the states which are 
implementing the policies and ad-

journed the matter for two weeks.
In the present case, the petitioners 

taking cue from pre-existing and 
successful run community kitchen 
services provided by certain state 
governments such as Amma Un-

avagam in Tamil Nadu, Aam Aadmi 
Canteen in Delhi, Annapurna Ra-
soi in Rajasthan, Indira Canteens 
in Karnataka, Anna Canteen in 
Andhra Pradesh, Mukhyamantri 
Dal Bhat Yojana in Jharkhand and 
Ahaar Centre in Odisha, has prayed 
to the court for directing all the 
Union Territories and the States to 
formulate schemes to implement the 
concept of community kitchens to 
combat hunger, malnutrition & star-
vation and deaths resulting thereof.

It has also been prayed by the peti-
tioners to direct the Central Govern-
ment to create a national food grid 
for those persons beyond the scope 
of the Public Distribution Scheme. 
Therefore, they have also prayed 
to direct National Legal Services 
Authority to formulate a scheme in 
order to further the provisions of Ar-
ticle 51A of the Constitution.

The Counsels, Adv. Ashima Man-
dla, Adv. Mr. Mandakini Singh, Adv. 
Mr. Fuzail Ahmad Ayyubi, AOR ap-
peared for petitioners.

In Court

Supreme Court: Asks Centre to come 
up with a policy after looking into States’ 
polices; community kitchens

The Supreme Court in the 
case Viniyog Parivar Trust 
vs UOI observed and has 
admitted a plea wherein 
seeking to declare the Na-
tional Minority Commis-
sion Act, 1992 And the 
National Minority Com-
mission, 1992 as unconsti-
tutional.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul 
and Justice Abhay Shreeni-
was Oka informed the At-
torney General.

The Attorney General 
stated that the matter is 
admitted and this can’t be 
decided at pre-admission 
stage. Thus, the Let plead-
ings, documents, every-
thing be completed and 
after that the court will seek 
the matter for hearing.

In the present case, when 
it was asked by the peti-
tioner to list the matter on a 
non-miscellaneous day, the 
Bench stated, that the court 
don’t understand what’s 
a non-miscellaneous day? 
The Non miscellaneous 
matters will get finish in 
half an hour. These are not 

the matters which will fin-
ish in half hour, It raises a 
point. Therefore, the Court 
will admit it.

An organisation named 
Viniyog Parivar Trust has 
filled the petition. However, 
the bench with other pend-
ing matters has tagged the 
petition which seek the 
same relief.

It was observed that the 
petition filled by the peti-
tioner states that the State 
is not under any obligation 
for promoting any language, 
culture or script of minority 
communities, or to enable 
them for establishing and 
managing their educational 
institutions. Therefore, the 
State’s proactive actions and 
enacting of the national mi-
norities Commission Act for 
establishing the National 
Minorities Commission on 
doling out the huge sums to 
minorities, mainly Muslims 
has no constitutional man-
date and the same may be 
termed as unconstitutional.

Further, it is pointed out 
in the petition that utilizing 
the power granted under 
Section (2) C of the National 
Commission of Minorities 
Act 1992, the notification 

dated January 18, 2005 
has been issued by the cen-
tral government wherein, 
notifying five communi-
ties as minorities, namely 
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, 
Buddhists, and Zoroastri-
ans. Consequently, it also 
declared Jain community as 
a minority. The court also 
cleared that though there 
is no criteria prescribed 
anywhere for declaring any 
section of the society as mi-
nority and the aforesaid mi-
norities are declared as such 
based only on one factor 
and which is religion.

Therefore, the petition 
goes to state that this is ar-
bitrary and without our ap-
plication of mind, especially 
when there being no criteria 
or guidelines laid down for 
the declaration of any com-
munity as a minority com-
munity.

Accordingly, the plea 
seeks the direction to the 
Centre for enacting law for 
all communities (except for 
Muslims) on the same lines 
as for Hindus to provide for 
monogamy and for restrict-
ing the number of children 
per family in tune with the 
National Population Policy.

The Supreme Court listed 
a petition seeking to curb 
stubble burning in Pun-
jab to reduce air pollution 
in Delhi on November 10, 
2022. The present matter 
was mentioned before a 
bench comprising CJI UU 
Lalit and Justice Bela M 
Trivedi.

Before the Court, the 
counsel, Advocate Sha-
shank Shekhar Jha ap-
pearing for the petitioner 
submitted that the present 
matter required an urgent 
listing as air pollution in 
Delhi had increased so 
much that it was difficult 
to even walk. He further 
submitted that the reason 
behind heightened AQI 
Levels was stubble burning 
in Punjab.
Adding to it, he stated that 

500 AQI has never been 
in Delhi and we can’t walk 
freely in this. As the Parali 
(Stubble) burning has in-
creased in Punjab and the 
Secretary must be called.

However, it was agreed by 
the CJI that the present situ-
ation required an action to 
be taken, he expressed his 
doubt about whether ap-
propriate action could be 
taken under a petition filed 
under Article 32 of the Con-
stitution. Therefore, the pe-
titioner in the plea insisted 
that the matter pertained to 
Right to Life under Article 
21.

Accordingly, the bench 
agreed to hear the petition 
and listed it on 10th Novem-
ber 2022.

The plea prays of for the 
following reliefs:

1. Fresh guidelines to 
states the of Delhi, UP, Pun-

jab and Haryana are to be is-
sued with respect to stubble 
burning;

2. A panel should be 
formed under a retired Su-
preme Court judge to tackle 
pollution, chiefly to deal 
with stubble burning;

3. A direction should be 
given to the State for install-
ing smog-towers, planta-
tion drive, affordable public 
transport and discourage 

the use of private vehicles;
4. Chief Secretaries of the 

Stats should be summoned 
and should be directed to 
personally take responsi-
bility of no case of stubble-
burning anywhere and;

5. The schools, colleges, 
government, and private of-
fices, etc should be directed 
to go virtual/online in order 
for protecting the life of peo-
ple at large.

In Court

In Court

Supreme Court: Plea 
Admitted Seeking To 
Declare National Minority 
Commission Act And National 
Minority Commission As 
Unconstitutional

Supreme Court lIStS plea agaInSt Stubble burnIng In punjab on 
nov 10: delhI aIr pollutIon

TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK Present situation required an action to be 
taken, he expressed his doubt about whether 
appropriate action could be taken under 
a petition filed under Article 32 of the 
Constitution. Therefore, the petitioner in 
the plea insisted that the matter pertained 
to Right to Life under Article 21.
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Union Minister for Person-
nel, Public Grievances and 
Pensions, Dr. Jitendra Singh, 
said that Special Campaign 
2.0 was highly successful 
in realizing Prime Minister 
Modi’s vision for institu-
tionalizing Swachhata and 
Minimizing Pendency. 

Briefing the media about 
the outcomes and best 
practices of Month long 
Nationwide Special Cam-
paign 2.0 conducted from 
2nd October to 31stOctober, 
2022, Dr Jitendra Singh 
said, over Rs. 364 crores 
earned from scrap disposal 
and over 88.05 lac sq feet of 
space freed during the cam-
paign.

Dr Jitendra Singh in-
formed that Special Cam-
paign 2.0 was 15 times larger 
than Special Campaign of 
2021 in terms of cleanli-
ness campaign sites. He 
said, Swachhata Campaign 
successfully conducted in 
99633 campaign sites, 54.5 
lac files reviewed, 436,855 
Public Grievances Re-
dressed, 8734 MP’s refer-
ences replied and 883 Rules 
eased in the period October 
2-25, 2022. 

Dr Jitendra Singh said 
that Special Campaign was 
a perfect example of the 
Whole of Government Ap-
proach and even went be-
yond that as Overseas Mis-
sions also took active part in 
the month-long campaign. 
He said, Departments/ 
Ministries have given spe-
cial attention to attached/ 
subordinate/ filed offices 
including in the remotest 
parts of India in month long 
campaign period from Octo-
ber 2-31, 2022. 
Apart from the detailed 

presentation about the 
Special Campaign 2.0 by 
Secretary, DARPG, Shri V. 
Srinivas, Secretary, Minis-
try of Ports, Shipping & Wa-
terways, Dr Sanjeev Ranjan, 
Chairman, Railway Board, 
Shri Vinay Kumar Tripa-
thi, Secretary, Department 

of Telecommunications, K. 
Rajaraman, Secretary, DST, 
Shri Chandrasekhar and 
Chairman CBIC, Shri Vivek 
Johri also shared the best 
practices during the press 
conference.

Dr. Jitendra Singh said of-
ficials drew inspiration from 
Prime Minister’s words in 
his tweet that “such efforts 
are not only innovative and 
commendable but most im-
portantly remind us of our 
basic civic duty of keeping 
our surroundings and pub-
lic places clean.” 

The Special Campaign 2.0 
was undertaken from Octo-
ber 2-31, 2022 in pursuance 
of the decision taken by the 
Council of Ministers that 
under Special Campaign 
2.0, for cleanliness in offices 
and for disposal of pend-
ing references, Ministries/ 
Departments to give spe-
cial attention to attached/ 
subordinate/ field offices, 
including in the remotest 
parts of the Country. In the 

period October 2-31, 2022, 
the Special Campaign 2.0 
has been implemented in 
remote outstation offices, 
foreign missions and posts, 
attached and subordinate 
offices. The campaign sites 
included central govern-
ment offices from Drass to 
Kanya Kumari and from Bi-
kaner to Itanagar. Further 
all Indian Missions abroad 
implemented the Special 
Campaign 2.0 with enthu-
siasm. 

The Special Campaign 2.0, 
was holistic in size and scale, 
witnessed widespread par-
ticipation from thousands 
of officials and citizens 
who came together create a 
movement for Swachhata in 
Government Offices. Cabi-
net Ministers, Ministers 
of State participated in the 
Special Campaign 2.0 pro-
viding leadership and guid-
ance in implementation. 

The Department of Posts 
has conducted the cleanli-
ness campaign in 24000 

Post Offices, the Ministry 
of Railways has conducted 
in 9374 Railway Stations, 
Department of Defence in 
5922 campaign sites and 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
in 11559 campaign sites. 16 
Ministries/ Departments 
have conducted the Special 
Campaign 2.0 in over 1000 
campaign sites, 31 Minis-
tries/ Departments had 
conducted in the Special 
Campaign 2.0 in over 100 
campaign sites. 

The progress of Special 
Campaign 2.0 was moni-
tored on a dedicated por-
tal www.pgportal.gov.in/
scdpm22 on a daily basis. 
215 Nodal Officers/ Sub-
Nodal Officers were ap-
pointed in all Ministries/ 
Departments. The Special 
Campaign 2.0 was reviewed 
on a weekly basis by Secre-
taries to Government of 
India. The progress of the 
Special Campaign 2.0 has 
been widely reported in so-
cial media with over 67,000 
social media tweets by Min-
istries/ Departments. 127 
PIB Statements were issued 
by Ministries/ Departments. 

Over 300 best practices 
in conducting the Special 
Campaign 2.0 as a citizen 
centric movement, to bring 
citizens and government 
closer and create an aes-
thetically pleasant work en-
vironment were reported by 
Ministries/ Departments. 

Amongst the best prac-
tices that emerged in Special 
Campaign 2.0 the following 
are mentioned:

Two initiatives of Ministry 
of Railways in Bengaluru 
Railway Station to create 
a Plastic Rakshasa sculp-
ture from discarded plastic 
bottles. A new rail coach 
restaurant has been started 
at Guntur Railway Station 

The initiative of Depart-
ment of Posts in opening a 
Parcel cafe Kolkata GPO by 
refurbishing old furniture 
for enhancing customer ex-
perience

The initiative of Ministry 
of Tribal Affairs in creat-
ing a Jarwa tribe hut in Port 
Blair which shows their way 
of eco-friendly cultural val-
ues towards cleanliness. 

The initiative of Depart-
ment of Agriculture Re-
search and Education in 
creating a complete parthe-
nium free and plastic free 
farms by KVK CRIDA, 
Telangana.

The initiative of Ministry 
of Women & Child Develop-
ment to develop “One Stop 
Centers”,  and imparting 
training for making usable 
products from waste mate-
rial.

The initiative of Central 
Board of Indirect Taxes for 
innovative use of office cor-
ridor enhancement using 
the theme of “Aranya” in 
their office corridor. 

The initiative of Ministry 
of Coal under the “Garbage 
to Garden” initiative in  Cen-
tral Coal Fields limited in 
Bokaro and Kargali fields. 
As part of this campaign 
Gardens have been devel-
oped in Coal Fields which 

were earlier junkyards.
The initiative of Central 

Board of Direct Taxes in cre-
ating Vertical Gardens made 
by use of waste plastic bot-
tles help in recycling plastic 
waste and beautifying office 
spaces. 430 Aaykar Seva 
Kendras (ASK Centres) were 
operational in multiple loca-
tions across for redressal of 
public grievances.

The initiative of Ministry 
of Health and Family Wel-
fare under the “Garbage to 
Green Project” by growing 
Ayush Herbal Plants at AI-
IMS Bibinagar.

The initiative of Ministry 
of Home Affairs, under the 

‘Straight to security Initia-
tive’ by CISF at Hyderabad 
Airport resulting in faster 
check-in,

The initiative of Depart-
ment of Pensions and 
Pensioners Welfare in 
promoting the use of face 
authentication app for pen-
sioners over the age of 80. 

The initiative of Minis-
try of Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways  in the Syama 
Prasad Mukherjee Port Au-
thority, Kolkata (SMPA) has 
turned the paddle steamer 
into a unique showcase for 
cruise tourism, with an un-
der-deck museum, floating 
restaurant/ conference and 
has been made operational 
through self-propulsion

The initiative of Depart-
ment of Atomic Energy in 
using robots for cleaning 
sewers and drains in BARC 
Mumbai. 

The initiative of Depart-
ment of Scientific and In-
dustrial Research in Geo-
Tagging of Files.

The initiative of Border 
Roads Organization in 
building roads using plastic 
waste. 

Dr. Jitendra Singh con-
gratulated all officials and 
institutions who strived 
tirelessly under the Special 
Campaign 2.0 in fulfilling 
the Government’s stated ob-
jective of institutionalizing 
swachhata and minimizing 
pendency.

sanitation

Swachhata Campaign successfully conducted 
in 99633 campaign sites

Union Minister for 
Science and Tech-
nology, Dr Jitendra 

Singh today inaugurated 
the Centre for Metabolic 
& Endocrine Disorders at 
Symbiosis University Hos-
pital & Research Centre in 
Pune today.

Dr Jitendra Singh, who is 
also a renowned Diabetolo-
gist and the Life Patron of 
the coveted RSSDI (Research 
Society for Study of Diabetes 
in India) described the New 
Centre as a timely and much 
needed one in view of the 
increasing incidences of life-
style diseases and metabolic 
disorders. The Centre would 
focus on preventive screening 
of the most common disease 

– diabetes. 
The entire Symbiosis Aar-

ogya Dham is located at the 
scenic campus of the Sym-
biosis International Univer-
sity at Gram Lavale, Pune. 
The medical college and its 
attached Symbiosis Univer-
sity Hospital and Research 
Centre has state-of-the-art 
infrastructure and facilities.

Dr Jitendra Singh said, over 
the last two decades, India 
has seen a surge in Type 2 

Diabetes Mellitus, which has 
now acquired pan-Indian 
proportions. He said, Type 
2 Diabetes, which was till 
two decades ago prevalent 
mostly in South India, is to-
day equally rampant in North 
India and at the same time, it 
has also moved from metros, 
cities and urban areas to ru-
ral hinterland.

Quoting from the recently 
released guidelines by Indian 
Council of Medical Research, 
Dr Jitendra Singh said, the 
past three decades witnessed 
a 150 per cent increase in the 
number of people with dia-
betes in the country. He said, 
the main concern is the pro-
gressive lowering of the age at 
which type 2 diabetes is being 
diagnosed, with the disease 
prevalence becoming appar-
ent in the age group of 25-34 
years in both urban and rural 
areas.

Dr Jitendra Singh said, 
lifestyle management plays 
an essential role in managing 
type 1 diabetes, and under-
standing the effect of diet and 
physical activity on glycemia 
is essential for optimal man-
agement of the disease. The 
Minister pointed out that 
even during the pre-COVID 
era, it had been proven with 

evidence that in the treat-
ment of non-communicable 
diseases, like for example, 
Diabetes-Mellitus, the dose 
of insulin or oral anti-diabetic 
drugs could be brought down 
with the adjuvant practice of 
certain Yoga Asana and life-
style modifications available 

in Naturopathy.
Dr Jitendra Singh also in-

formed that under the Free 
Drugs Service Initiative of 
NHM of Union Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare, 
financial support is provided 
to States/UTs for provision 
of free essential medicines 

including insulin for poor 
and needy people includ-
ing children. Furthermore, 
quality generic medicines 
including insulin are made 
available at affordable prices 
to all, under ‘Jan Aushadhi 
Scheme’, in collaboration 
with the State Governments. 

Moreover, Government 
Hospitals provide free of cost 
treatment. The treatment for 
in-patient care is also avail-
able under Ayushman Bharat 

- Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana (PMJAY) for 10.74 
crore families eligible under 
AB-PMJAY as per Socio Eco-
nomic Caste Census (SECC) 
database 2011.

Referring to Prime Min-
ister’s revolutionary an-

nouncement of the “National 
Digital Health Mission” from 
the ramparts of the Red Fort 
on 15thAugust, 2020, Dr Ji-
tendra Singh said, technol-
ogy will be used prudently 
to reduce the challenges in 
treatment. He quoted Modi 
as saying, “Every Indian will 
be given a Health ID. This 
Health ID will work like a 
Health Account of every In-
dian. This account will con-
tain your details of every test, 
every disease, the doctors 
you visited, the medicines 
you took and the diagnosis. 
We are devising a system 
which will help each and 
every citizen to make a bet-
ter and informed decision”.

The Symbiosis Centre for 

Metabolic & Endocrine Dis-
orders is equipped with body 
composition machine, skin-
fold thickness measurement 
caliper, biothesiometer for 
early detection of neuropathy, 
handheld vascular Doppler, 
podiascan etc, while the nu-
tritionist and nurse diabetic 
educator will be available to 
counsel the patient and their 
relatives for ensuring right 
kind of diet and its signifi-
cance. The main focus at the 
centre is to prevent compli-
cations and ensure patients 
are guided to maintain a good 
lifestyle.
All allied specialists like 

Cardiology, podiatric sur-
geon, neurologist, ophthal-
mologist all are available 

within the centre to ensure 
end to end services. More-
over, another major lifestyle 
concern is Obesity and the 
centre aims to provide both 
non interventional and surgi-
cal remedies for such patients. 
Apart from diabetes and obe-
sity, the centre also would 
manage patients with thy-
roid disorders, Poly Cystic 
Ovarian Syndrome (PCOS) 
and other metabolic and en-
docrine disorders. 

The presence of sister in-
stitutes within the campus 
like the Symbiosis Institute 
of Technology, Symbiosis 
School of Biological Scienc-
es and the Research Centres 
such as Symbiosis Centre 
for Stem Cell Research (SC-
SCR), Symbiosis Centre for 
Medical Imaging Analysis 
(SCMIA), Symbiosis Centre 
for Emotional Wellbeing 
(SCEW), Symbiosis Centre 
for Applied Artificial Intel-
ligence (SCAAI), Symbio-
sis Centre for Behavioural 
Studies (SCBS), Symbiosis 
Centre for Nanoscience and 
Nanotechnology (SCNN) & 
Symbiosis Centre for Waste 
Resource Management 
(SCWRM) will assist in the 
strong focus on academics 
and research.

health

lifestyle management plays an essential role 
in managing type 1 diabetes: dr. Jitendra singh
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  Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh says, Special Cam-
paign 2.0 was highly successful in realizing Prime Min-
ister Modi’s vision for institutionalizing Swachhata and 
Minimizing Pendency

  Minister says, Rs. 364.53 crore earned from scrap dis-
posal, 436,855 Public Grievances Redressed, 8734 MP’s 
references replied and 883 Rules eased; 54.5 lac files re-
viewed and 88.05 lac sq feet of space freed

  Dr Jitendra Singh says, Special Campaign 2.0 was 15 
times larger than Special Campaign of 2021 in terms of 
cleanliness campaign sites

  Departments/ Ministries have given special attention 
to attached/ subordinate/ filed offices including in the 
remotest parts of India in month long campaign period 
from October 2-31, 2022

Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry, Con-
sumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution and 
Textiles, Piyush Goyal to-
day called for enhancing bi-
lateral trade and deepening 
cultural relations between 
India and Kyrgyz Republic. 
He was addressing the 10th 
Session of the India-Kyrgyz 
Republic Inter-Governmen-
tal Commission on Trade, 
Economic, Scientific and 
Technological Cooperation 
(IKIGC).

The 10th session of IKIGC 
was held in a virtual format. 
It was co-Chaired by Piyush 
Goyal and Mr. Imanov Ta-
lantbek Oruskulovich, Min-
ister of Digital Development 
of the Kyrgyz Republic. The 
talks were held in a warm 
and friendly atmosphere.

Goyal noted that India and 
Kyrgyz Republic shared 
warm and friendly ties. He 
said that India was among 
the first Nations to estab-
lish diplomatic relationship 
with Kyrgyz Republic in 
March 1992 and observed 
that 2022 marked the 30th 
anniversary of diplomatic 
relationships between the 
two nations.

The Minister said that 
the visit of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to the Kyr-
gyz Republic in June 2019 

had raised the relationship 
between two nations to the 
level of strategic partner-
ship. The Minister pointed 
out that there was immense 
potential for expansion of bi-
lateral trade between India 
and Kyrgyzstan. He said that 
India was very enthusiastic 
about participating in trade 
shows and exhibitions in 
Kyrgyztan and invited Kyr-
gyztan to take part in trade 
expos in India.

Both sides discussed mu-
tual cooperation and steps 
to further enhance them in 
the fields of Trade & Econ-
omy, Development Partner-
ship, Investment, Digitaliza-
tion, Intellectual Property, 
Agriculture, Healthcare & 
Pharmaceuticals, Textiles, 
Education, Environment, 
Standardization & Metrol-
ogy, Banking, Transport, La-
bour, Mining and Power sec-
tors. Emphasis was given to 
increase the bilateral trade 
and investment opportuni-
ties. The sides agreed to take 
necessary measures to in-
crease the interaction of ex-
porters and importers of the 
two countries and expand 
the trading basket.  

A Protocol of the 10th ses-
sion of the IKIGC was signed 
between India and the Kyr-
gyz Republic. Both the sides 
agreed to hold the 11th ses-
sion of the IKIGC on a mutu-
ally convenient date.

trade

CommerCe minister 
Calls for enhanCing 
bilateral trade and 
deepening Cultural 
relations between india 
and Kyrgyz republiC
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Alleged ApAthy 

BAlochistAn nAtionAl 
pArty holds rAlly 
AgAinst pAkistAn Army
TDG NETWORK
Balochistan

Balochistan National Party (BNP) organised a rally at Sha-
heed Justice Muhammad Nawaz Chowk, Distt Kohlu, against 
the Pak military establishment’s “apathy”, on Thursday.

Locals have said that the establishment and the Pak army 
are busy seeking their own interests rather than paying at-
tention to the real issues of Balochistan and the subjugated 
Baloch people, who are dying of poverty and hunger, accen-
tuated by the recent floods in the region, reported Pak local 
media. Meanwhile, Randhan, a local Baloch farmer, commit-
ted suicide due to his inability to look after his family. He did 
farming to support his family, but the recent floods destroyed 
his land, according to the local media.

The National Party, one of the largest parties active in 
Pakistan’s province of Balochistan, accused the provincial 
government of miserably failing in improve the law and 
order situation and said crimes are now a daily routine in 
cities, media reports said. Secretary General of the Na-
tional Party, Jan Muhammad Bulidi and member of the 
Central Committee, Haji Farooq Shahwani, said that the 
Balochistan government has failed miserably in improv-
ing the law and order situation and making the national 
highways safe, reported The Daily Balochistan Express. 

Jemima Goldsmith, the 
ex-wife of former Paki-
stan Prime Minister 

Imran Khan had a sign of 
relief after Dr. Faisal Sultan 
said that the PTI chairman’s 
condition is stable. She also 
praised the man who foiled 
the attack on him during 
the party’s long march in 
Gujranwala.

After the announcement 
of Imran Khan’s being safe 
and stable following the “as-
sassination attempt,” Gold-
smith took to Twitter and 
conveyed their sons’ grati-
tude to the man who caught 
the attacker. “The news we 
dread... Thank God he’s 
okay. And thank you from 
his sons to the heroic man 
in the crowd who tackled 
the gunman,” she tweeted.

Dr. Faisal Sultan, Imran’s 
former assistant on health 
told reporters “But accord-
ing to X-rays and scans, 
there are fragments of bul-
lets in his legs and there’s a 

chip in his tibia shin bone,” 
he told media persons out-
side the Shaukat Khanum 
Hospital in Lahore, The 
Dawn reported.

 Sultan added that Imran 
has been moved to the op-
eration theater for further 
evaluation and removal of 
bullet fragments. Imran 
Khan was injured in a fir-
ing incident at his container 
near Allah Walla Chowk 
in Wazirabad in Pakistan’s 

Punjab province during his 
long march against the rul-
ing coalition, reported ARY 
News. In a series of tweets, 
the ex-wife of Imran Khan 
praises the young man 
who destroy the assassina-
tor plan and called him a 
“Hero”.

She also praised another 
man who died while saving 
PTI Chief and conveyed her 
Condolences to his family. 
“Another hero, who tried to 

stop the gunman, who very 
sadly didn’t survive. Con-
dolences to his family,” Im-
ran Khan’s ex-wife tweeted. 
In the latest development 
in the case, a suspect was 
caught by police in Paki-
stan for open firing during 
the PTI’s long march and 
said that he wanted to kill 
Imran Khan because “he 
was misleading the public,” 
media reports said.

 “I thought of this as Azaan 
was going on and on the 
other side, Imran Khan is 
taking out his container 
and making noise. My con-
science did not approve 
of this. I decided this sud-
denly... I conspired against 
Imran Khan when he kicked 
off his long march from La-
hore. I made up my mind 
that I will not leave him 
alive,” the shooter said ac-
cording to a video shared 
on social media.

Responding to whether 
there was someone else in 
the conspiracy, the shooter 
said, “I have conspired 
this alone and no one else 

is involved in this. I came 
on a bike and I parked it 
at my uncle’s shop. He has 
a motorcycle showroom.” 
Meanwhile, senior PTI lead-
ers said that Imran Khan 
believes that the attack on 
him in which bullets were 
fired was carried out at the 
behest of three people in-
cluding Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif, the country’s 
Interior Minister, and a top 
ISI General and his remarks 
were based on information 
he had received.

“A short while ago, Imran 
Khan told us to issue this 
statement on his behalf. 
He believes there are three 
people on whose behest this 
was done- Shehbaz Sharif, 
Rana Sanaullah, and Maj 
Gen Faisal.

 He said he was receiving 
information and is saying 
this on that basis,” PTI lead-
ers Asad Umar and Mian 
Aslam Iqbal said.

 Rana Sanaullah is Paki-
stan’s Interior Minister and 
Major General Faisal Naseer 
is Director General (C) ISI.

AssAssinAtion AftermAth 

imrAn khAn’s ex-wife sighs relief
TDG NETWORK
islamaBad

Imran Khan with his former wife Jemima Goldsmith (File photo)

China is building a blue-
print for a digital dicta-
torship under the garb of 
exporting surveillance se-
curity for smart cities, ac-
cording to a report in The 
Manila Times.

As per the report, China’s 
smart cities initiative is a 
danger to freedom, it is 
probably one of the best 
real-world examples of how 
a politician can use a “dic-
tatorship in a box” solution 
to get and maintain political 
success. 

It cannot be a coincidence 
that just before the launch 
of the Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI) in 2013, China’s 
President Xi Jinping said 
that “whoever controls data 
has the upper hand,” re-
ported The Manila Times. 
Xi is on a technological 
quest to build what some 
call a blueprint for a digital 
dictatorship. Smart cities 
are a hype, which may not 
have to do with only China. 
The partner countries in-
volved in the project would 
not only allow China to 
monitor huge volumes of 
data aboutout their own 
citizens but al of those from 
other countries, who are on 
personal or business trips. 
They will also be helping 
China become a global lead-
er in exporting its authori-
tarian surveillance technol-
ogy to other like-minded 
regimes. If a large quantity 
of data is combined with 
AI, the result is surveil-
lance tools, wthatthe gov-
ernment may use, raccord-

ing toThe Manila Times. 
China launched the BRI 
program, calling it a glob-
al project to connect 150 
countries with a network of 
roads and rails like the his-
toric Silk Route.

However, the BRI fell 
short of expectations and 
has not delivered as ex-
pected. Then there is a trust 
deficit with China because 
host countries are scepti-
cal of participation, re-
ported The Manila Times. 
Moreover, the Chinese gov-
ernment is equipped with 
laws, that enable it to access 
data from any device. The 
Chinese companies make 
available all their customer 
data available to the gov-
ernment for inclusion in 
the social credit score. Also, 
Chinese companies and 
nationals also participate 
in the country’s espionage 
project. So, anyone connect-
ed to the BRI is part of the 
Chinese national surveil-
lance project, reported The 
Manila Times.

John Strand is a leading 
expert in the security of 
mobile telecom networks. 
His report on the use of 
Huawei, ZTE and other 
Chinese government tech-
nology in 102 European 
mobile networks was a criti-
cal element in developing 
the EU’s 5G toolbox, The 
Manila Times report added.  
In addition to the techni-
cal security elements of 
networks, John studies the 
policies and practises of the 
Chinese government and 
their efforts to influence in-
ternational technology de-
velopment.

digitAl threAt 

report: chinA 
Building Blueprint 
for digitAl 
dictAtorship 
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Pakistan’s Punjab province 
Chief Minister Pervaiz Elahi 
on Thursday night instruct-
ed the police to form a joint 
investigation team (JIT) to 
probe the attack on former 
Pakistan Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s convoy in Wa-
zirabad.

Officials of the counter-ter-
rorism department will be 
placed with the team to in-
vestigate the motives of the 
incident, The Dawn quoted 
citing an official statement. 
“We want to know who is 
behind the incident, who 
trained the accused, how 
much money was he given 
and where did he get it 
from,” the chief minister 
said, adding it appeared 
there were two shooters, not 
one,” it added.

PTI chief was injured after 
a man opened fire at him in 
Gujranwala near the party’s 
reception camp. The former 
prime minister sustained 
injuries on his leg and has 
been shifted to a hospital 
for treatment, Geo News 
reported. Dr. Faisal Sultan, 
the former assistant to the 
prime minister on health, 
has said that PTI chairman 
Imran Khan’s condition is 
stable.

 “But according to X-rays 
and scans, there are frag-
ments of bullets in his legs 

and there’s a chip in his tibia 
shin bone,” he told media 
persons outside the Shaukat 
Khanum Hospital in Lahore, 
the Dawn reported.

 Sultan added that Imran 
has been moved to the opera-
tion theatre for further eval-
uation and removal of bullet 
fragments. Meanwhile, the 
Insaf Students Federation, 
in a tweet quoting Imran 
Khan, has said that PTI’s 
long march towards Islam-
abad will resume from 11 am 
tomorrow (Friday).

 Taking strict notice of the 
video leak containing a con-
fessional statement of the 
suspect in police custody 
who allegedly shot at Imran 
Khan in Gujranwala, Punjab 
Chief Minister Chaudhry 
Pervaiz Elahi suspended the 
entire staff of the concerned 
police station. 

The video of the suspect 
was leaked soon after he 
was arrested at the crime 
scene. As a result, the chief 
minister has suspended the 
SHO concerned and his en-
tire staff, and ordered strict 
disciplinary action against 
them, the Dawn reported.

 The province’s chief min-
ister directed the IG Punjab 
to launch an inquiry into the 
audio leak and take strict 
disciplinary action against 
irresponsible officials.

Jit formed

Punjab CM 
orders probe 
into attack on 
Imran Khan 
TDG NETWORK
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coverAge curtAiled 

Pak’sMedia Regulatory body bars 
channels from airing Asad Umar’s 
statement on Imran Khan’s attack
TDG NETWORK
islamaBad

Pakistan Electronic and 
Media Regulatory Author-
ity (Pemra) on Thursday 
prohibited news channels 
from airing Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader 
Asad Umar’s video wherein 
he said that Imran Khan 
believed “Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif, the coun-
try’s Interior Minister and 
a top ISI General” were be-
hind the attack, the Dawn 
reported.

Senior PTI leaders said 
that Imran Khan believes 
that the bullets were fired 
at him at the behest of three 
people, including Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, the 
country’s Interior Minister 
and a top ISI General and 
his remarks were based on 
information he had received. 
“Broadcasting of such con-
tent is likely to create ha-

tred among the people or is 
prejudicial to maintenance 
of law and order or is likely 
to disturb public peace and 
tranquillity or endangers 
national security is a serious 
violation of Article 19 of the 
Constitution and Section 27 
of PEMRA Ordinance 2002 
as well as Electronic Media 
Code of Conduct 2015,” The 
Dawn quoted Media Regula-
tory as saying.

Asad, quoting the PTI 
chairman, demanded that 
all three people -- the pre-
mier, the interior minister, 
and the senior military offi-
cer -- be removed from their 
offices. It went on to say by 
the investigation into the 
attack on the PTI chief was 
underway and “prior to the 
completion of the investiga-
tion, such a kind of state-
ment of senior PTI leader 
circulated on social media 
may prejudice the investi-
gation and inquiry at this 

stage,”, The Dawn reported. 
Subsequently, the statement 
added that Pemra “hereby 
prohibits broadcast and 
re-broadcast of such state-
ments being circulated on 
social media by PTI leaders 
that are unsubstantiated, 
vilifying, and cast aspersions 
against state institutions, 
with immediate effect.” 
In the latest development 
in the case, the suspect was 
caught by police in Pakistan 
for opening fire during the 
PTI’s long march and said 
that he wanted to kill Imran 
Khan because “he was mis-
leading the public,” media 
reports said.

Responding to whether 
there was someone else in 
the conspiracy, the shooter 
said, “I have conspired this 
alone, and no one else is in-
volved in this. I came on a 
bike, and I parked it at my 
uncle’s shop. “He has a mo-
torcycle showroom.”

wArning shots?

4 rockets fired from Gaza after 
Netanyahu wins Israel election
TDG NETWORK
tel aviv 

Iran fired four rockets short-
ly after Benjamin Netanyahu 
won Israel’s election. One of 
the rockets was intercepted 
by the Iron Dome air defence 
system.Initially, the Israeli 
Defense Forces said that 
they were not clear about the 
Iron Dome system but later 
on confirmed their state-
ment, The Times of Israel 
reported. After 9 pm, the in-
coming rocket sirens raised 
alarm in the towns of Kis-
sufim, Ein HaShlosha, and 
Nirim, near the Gaza border, 
as one rocket was launched 
from the Strip. No causalities 
have been reported yet.Three 
more rockets were launched 
from Gaza at southern Israel, 
but fell short in the Strip, the 
military said. Earlier, a mem-
ber of Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad was killed during an 
Israeli military operation in 
the West Bank city of Jenin, 
according to The Times of 
Israel.

In a joint statement, the 
IDF and Border Police said 
Farouk Salameh, identified 

as a “commander” in the ter-
ror group, was involved in 
killing a veteran police com-
mando earlier this year and 
had been planning further 
attacks.

This comes after Netan-
yahu and his allies won 
enough seats to form a ma-
jority government in Israel’s 
parliament. The result will 
not just secure Netanyahu’s 
comeback, but underscore 
the country’s rightward 
shift, reported NBC News.

“We have received a huge 

vote of confidence, and we 
are on the verge of a very big 
victory,” Netanyahu told his 
supporters during an early 
morning speech at a victory 
rally in Jerusalem on Tues-
day.

Israel’s caretaker Prime 
Minister Yair Lapid also 
congratulated former PM 
Netanyahu. Lapid told Ne-
tanyahu, he’s instructed all 
departments of the Prime 
Minister’s Office to prepare 
for an orderly power trans-
fer. 

One of the missiles launched from the Gaza strip

Jets on the sky as part of ‘Vigilant storm’

Amid Joint Air drills

seoul scrAmBles 
steAlth Jets  on 
north koreA 

While conducting large-scale joint drills with the U.S., Seoul 
scrambled approximately 80 fighter jets after detecting North 
Korean warplanes, CNN reported, citing a South Korean mili-
tary statement on Friday.

According to the official statement from the South Korean 
military, about 180 North Korean military aircraft were spot-
ted between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. (local time) The South Korean 
deployment included an unspecified number of F-35A stealth 
fighter jets, the statement added. Notably, the region’s situa-
tion has been tense since the joint drills began on Monday, 
triggering an angry response from Pyongyang. The joint air 
exercise between the US and South Korea is taking place with 
around 240 aircraft, including F-35 stealth fighter jets, mo-
bilized around the Korean Peninsula, Yonhap news agency 
reported.

Seoul and Washington have also agreed to to extend their 
large-scale joint air exercise by another day, Seoul’s defence 
minister said Thursday following his talks with the Pentagon 
chief, Lloyd Austin, according to Yonhap news agency. The 
decision was taken in the aftermath of an intercontinental 
ballistic missile (ICBM) launched by Pyongyang. 

Earlier on Thursday, it was reported that Pyongyang had 
fired an unknown ballistic missile into the Sea of Japan.

TDG NETWORK
seoul

top of the day

house speAker 
nAncy pelosi’s 
husBAnd 
dischArged 
from hospitAl
WashinGton: Paul Pe-
losi, the husband of White 
house speaker nancy Pe-
losi, has been discharged 
from the hospital after 
being admitted last week, 
the hill reported. 
Paul Pelosi, who has been 
allegedly attacked with a 
hammer on october 28 
and had a skull fracture as 
well as severe injuries to 
his right arm and hands. 
Paul Pelosi, 82, underwent 
successful surgery at 
Zuckerberg san Francisco 
General hospital on Friday 
to treat a skull fracture 
and serious injuries to 
his right arm and hands. 
on Friday, the speaker’s 
spokesperson had said 
his doctors “expect a full 
recovery.”

chinA’s zero 
covid policy 
triggers 
outrAge over 3 
yeAr old’s deAth
honG KonG:  the death 
of a three-year-old boy in 
a suspected gas leak at a 
locked-down residential 
compound in northwest-
ern china has triggered 
excessive outrage in the 
country as Xi’s stringent 
zero-covid policy has 
been blamed for the 
incident, cnn reported 
on thursday. Blaming the 
authorities and the delay 
in treatment, the father of 
the deceased child stated 
in a social media post “my 
child might have been 
saved if he had been taken 
to the hospital sooner,” he 
wrote. 

4 chinese 
nAtionAls 
Arrested in 
dhAkA for 
looting
dhaKa: Four chinese 
nationals were arrested 
on thursday allegedly 
for looting taka 50 lakh 
from uttara in the capital 
city dhaka in Bangladesh, 
media reports said. 
the dhaka metropolitan 
Police said the four 
nationals are in police 
custody and have been 
interrogated. the case 
involves a chinese 
national li Wen Jing 
and her Bangladeshi 
husband shah Jahangir. 
the couple runs a 
restaurant on Road 8 
under uttara 3 no. sector. 
the wife li Wen Jing, 
for supplying chinese 
goods for her restaurant, 
agrees to give 50 lakh 
Bangladeshi taka to a 
person named chen 
Yong. 

nepAli cricketer 
lAmichhAne 
sent to JudiciAl 
custody on 
rApe chArge
Kathmandu: the 
Kathmandu district 
court on Friday ordered 
nepal’s star cricketer 
sandeep lamichhane to 
be sent to judicial custody 
until the final hearing 
over the case of rape of 
a minor which has been 
pressed against him.the 
court decided to remand 
lamichhane in custody 
until the final verdict over 
the case lodged against 
him. he was arrested by 
police from  Kathmandu 
airport.
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CPEC DisCussion

China to Push harD on its bargain 
on DEbt mattErs with Pakistan

Taliban arrested women 
journalists and human 
rights activists,  along 
with four men from the 
Hazara neighbourhood 
in West Kabul and intru-
sively disrupted a women’s 
press conference held in 
the Dasht-e-Barchi area 
on Thursday as per re-
ports by Khaama Press. 
The terrorist outfit dis-
rupted the event and took 
the women human rights 
protestors to an undisclosed 
place, Khaama Press. “Tali-
ban initially encircled the 
premises before intrusively 
disrupting the press con-
ference held by women, 
forcibly arresting them 
and taking their mobile 
phones,” according to a lo-
cal media source who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 
Fawzia Koofi, the founder 
of the Movement of Change 
for Afghanistan political 
party, and one of the mem-
bers of the Afghan Peace 
Negotiation Delegation 
stated that the “Taliban 
must be held accountable 
for the arbitrary arrest of 
women human rights ac-
tivists in Afghanistan,” 
Khaama Press reported. 
“This must end; women 

have the right to exercise 
their civic and social partici-
pation. More pressure will 
result in more resistance. 
Don’t push people to make 
hard choices,” Koofi added. 
According to Reporters 
Without Borders, only 328 
of the 547 media outlets that 
were active in Afghanistan 
prior to the Taliban’s take-
over are still operating, with 
219 print, visual, and aural 
outlets being shut down 
under the Taliban rule. 
The transfer of power from 
a west-supported govern-
ment to the Taliban saw 
many changes in the way 
institutions worked for 
the past twenty years. 
Since the Taliban took 
over Afghanistan in mid-
August last year, it rolled 

back women’s rights ad-
vances and media freedom 
revoking the efforts on gen-
der equality and freedom 
of speech in the country. 
According to a report by the 
South Asian Media Solidar-
ity Network (SAMSN) over 
45 per cent of journalists 
have quit since the terror-
ist outfit assumed power. 
The ever-increasing restric-
tions against media in Af-
ghanistan have also drawn 
widespread criticism glob-
ally with the United Nations 
(UN) and the Committee to 
Protect Journalists (CPJ) de-
crying the arrests, demand-
ing the Taliban stop harass-
ing local journalists and 
stifling freedom of speech 
through continued deten-
tions and threats.

CraCkDown 

taliban arrEsts womEn 
aCtivists, journalists in 
kabul’s hazara DistriCt
TDG NeTwork
Kabul 

Following massive Russian strikes on Ukraine 
as the tension between the two countries con-
tinues to escalate, almost half a million homes 
in Kyiv were without electricity on Friday, Al 
Jazeera reported, citing Kyiv’s Mayor Vitali 
Klitschko.

“4,50,000 consumers, that is households 
in Kyiv, are out of power this morning. “It is 
one and a half times more than recent days,” 
Klitschko said on Telegram, as he condemned 
the Russian missile strikes on Ukrainian cities 
and civilians. Moreover, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said that attacks on in-
frastructure in the regions of Kyiv, Cherkasy, 
Kharkiv, and Zaporizhzhia left numerous lo-
cals without electricity, with about 4.5 million 
Ukrainian consumers dealing with massive 
power outages as of Thursday evening, Al 
Jazeera reported. “The fact that Russia has 
resorted to terror against the energy sector 
indicates the enemy’s weakness. “They cannot 
defeat Ukraine on the battlefield, and there-
fore they are trying to break our people in this 
way,” Zelensky said. Ukraine is under massive 
blackouts and the residents are suffering se-

vere water shortages as one of the strikes hit an 
energy facility that powered 350,000 apart-
ments in the capital, CNN reported, citing 
Klitschko, who further said that emergency 
services are making every effort to stabilise the 
situation. Meanwhile, British Ambassador to 
Russia, Deborah Bronnert, was summoned to 
the Russian Foreign Ministry on November 3 
to lodge a protest over the UK’s involvement in 
a “terrorist attack” against the Black Sea Fleet 
in the Crimean port of Sevastopol. “A strong 
protest in connection with the British military 
specialists’ active participation in training and 
providing supplies to the units of the Ukrai-
nian special operations forces, including with 
the goal of conducting acts of sabotage at sea, 
was expressed to the Ambassador. “Concrete 
facts about that kind of activity by London 
were provided,” read the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. The delegation emphasised that such 
confrontational actions by the British pose 
the threat of escalation and can lead to un-
predictable and dangerous consequences. 
“Such confrontational actions by the British 
pose the threat of an escalation and can lead 
to unpredictable and dangerous consequenc-
es,” tweeted the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Russia.

as wintErs aPProaCh

Almost half million homes 
in Kyiv without electricity 
due to Russian attacks

onE Day tour 

anti-hijab ProtEst

in afghanistan   

gErman ChanCEllor sCholz to 
visit China, 1st lEaDEr in 3 yEars

14,000 arrested in last six weeks, says 
United Nations in Iran 

un to ConstruCt 1000 
‘EarthquakE-rEsiliEnt’ 
housEs Paktika ProvinCE

TDG NeTwork 
Hong Kong

TDG NeTwork
Kabul

German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz will be 
visiting China on 

Friday, becoming the first 
leader from the Group of 
Seven (G7) to land in China 
in about three years.

During the one day visit, 
Scholz is expected to meet 
with Chinese leader Xi Jin-
ping and Premier Li Keq-
iang in Beijing, reported 
CNN. The visit comes in the 
backdrop of a shortage of 
semiconductors across the 
world, after the US banned 
the sale of advanced com-
puter chips to China, es-
calating efforts to contain 
China’s tech and military 
ambitions. The moves are 
designed to cut off supplies 
of critical technology to Chi-
na that may be used across 
sectors including advanced 

computing and weapons 
manufacturing.

Scholz is visiting China 
with a team of top execu-
tives, implying that business 
with the world’s second-
largest economy must con-
tinue. The visit -- the first 
by a G7 leader to China in 
roughly three years -- comes 
as Germany slides towards 

recession. But it has sparked 
concerns that the economic 
interests of Europe’s biggest 
economy are still too closely 
tied to those of Beijing. Join-
ing Scholz is a delegation of 
12 German industry titans, 
including the CEOs of Volk-
swagen (VLKAF), Deutsche 
Bank (DB), Siemens (SI-
EGY) and chemicals giant 

BASF (BASFY), according 
to a person familiar with the 
matter. They are set to meet 
with Chinese companies 
behind closed doors, as re-
ported by CNN.

As the German delega-
tion pays a visit on Friday, 
a problem awaits that has 
become the single biggest 
headache for companies 
across China. “The big-
gest challenge for German 
businesses remains China’s 
zero-Covid policy,” said 
Maximilian Butek of the 
German Chamber of Com-
merce in China. In a brief 
statement, Volkswagen told 
CNN Business that its CEO 
was attending the trip since 
“there have been no direct 
meetings for almost three 
years” due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

“In view of the completely 
changed geopolitical and 
global economic situa-

tion, the trip to Beijing of-
fers the opportunity for 
a personal exchange of 
views,” the automaker said. 
Scholz’s coalition govern-
ment is nervous about the 
country’s deepening ties 
with China. The tension 
was highlighted recently 
by a fierce debate over a 
bid by Chinese state ship-
ping giant Cosco to buy a 
35% stake in the operator 
of one of the four terminals 
at the port of Hamburg. 
Under pressure from some 
members of the govern-
ment, the size of the in-
vestment was limited to 
24.9%, reported CNN. 
The potential deal has raised 
concerns in Germany that 
closer ties with China will 
leave critical infrastructure 
exposed to political pressure 
from Beijing, and dispropor-
tionately benefit Chinese 
companies.

The United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UN-
HCR) has decided to construct 1,000 “earthquake-resilient” 
houses for over 8,000 earthquake-stricken people of the 
Barmal district of Paktika province in southeastern Afghan-
istan.

In a tweet, the UN refugee agency in Afghanistan wrote, 
“UNHCR Afghanistan is moving swiftly to provide 1000 
earthquake-resilient houses to more than 8000 people in 
Barmal District before snows isolate the remote region.” 
The houses will be handed over to the victims of the earth-
quake, the UNHCR said in a thread of tweets on Thursday.

Earlier in August, the UN Refugee Agency announced the 
start of a more than USD 14 million community-based con-
struction effort to build 2,300 earthquake-resilient houses 
to help residents in the southeastern Afghanistan region 
devastated by the deadly June 22 earthquake.

Under the plan, UNHCR is providing materials 
and supporting building costs for the construction of 
2,000 winterized homes in both Giyan and Barmal 
districts of Paktika Province and 300 homes in Spe-
ra District of Khost Province, Khaama Press reported. 
Earthmoving equipment contracted by UNHCR has started 
site clearance in Barmal and trucks are delivering construc-
tion materials as snowfall is expected by mid-November. 
Over recent weeks, UNHCR teams have met with 
the communities to present the project, identify the 
worst-affected families, and organize community 
groups to implement the community-based scheme. 
In addition to building materials, households partici-
pating in the project will receive USD700 for labour. 
Engineers working with UNHCR’s partners will moni-
tor construction so that relevant guidance is followed. 
Over the past four decades, Afghanistan has been battered 
by conflicts and natural disasters that have left millions fac-
ing famine and starvation. 

The latest estimates indicate that some 24 million Afghans, 
more than half the country’s population, are in need of hu-
manitarian assistance.

TDG NeTwork 
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Though Pakistan continues 
to eye for fresh impetus on 
CPEC projects, China, on the 
other hand, will be extreme-
ly careful with Pakistan’s 
demand for rescheduling of 
debt, reported Inside Over.

Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif was on a 
two-day trip to China where 
he held a meeting with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping on 
expanding cooperation on the 
China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC). Both lead-
ers discussed broad-based 
cooperation in the economy 
and exchanged views on re-
gional and global develop-
ments. However, Pakistan’s 
all-weather friendship has 

apprehensions about debt 
rescheduling with Pakistan. 
China has already resched-
uled debt worth USD 1 billion 
early this year.

It is pertinent to note that 
China is Pakistan’s larg-
est single-country creditor. 
Pakistan’s debt servicing to 
China in 2022-23 accounts 
for almost 11% of Pakistan’s 
total external public debt 
stock and 45 PC of its total 
annual debt servicing. The 
total debt from China stands 
at USD 26 billion in public 
and private debts, reported 

Inside Over.
Pakistan wants to resched-

ule its bilateral debts with 
China. The debt is a total 
of USD 20.3 billion which 
includes USD 9.7 billion of 
Chinese debt. International 

Monetary Fund has reported 
that Pakistan owed 30% of 
its foreign debt to China.

China’s lending to Paki-
stan is three times greater 
than the IMF and far ahead 
of combined assistance by 
the World Bank and Asian 
Development Bank. 

However, experts from 
across the globe have ex-
pressed concerns that Paki-
stan might see an economic 
crisis like that of Sri Lanka, 
a country often associated 
with China’s debt-trap di-
plomacy.

Floods in Pakistan have 
only worsened the eco-
nomic crisis.  Pakistan has 
requested the rollover of its 
USD 6.3 billion debt. In the 
next eight months, the debt 
will mature. 
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German Chancellor olaf Scholz

At least 14,000 people have 
been arrested in Iran over 
the last six weeks, follow-
ing the death of 22-year-old 
Mahsa Amini, who died on 
September 16, according to 
the United Nations.

“Over the past six weeks, 
thousands of men, women 
and children - by some ac-
counts over 14,000 persons 
- have been arrested, which 
includes human rights de-
fenders, students, lawyers, 
journalists and civil society 
activists,” said Javaid Rehm-
an, special rapporteur on the 
Situation of Human Rights in 
Iran on Wednesday, reported 
CNN. Protests have swept 
through the Islamic Republic 

for weeks following the death 
of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini, 
who died on September 16 af-
ter being detained by “moral-
ity police” and taken to a “re-
education center,” allegedly 
for not abiding by the coun-
try’s conservative dress code. 
The “unabated violent re-
sponse of security forces” 
in the country has led to 
the reported deaths of at 
least 277 people, Rehman 
added in an address to the 
UN Security Council, a 
figure backed by reports 
from human rights groups. 
However, precise figures are 
impossible for anyone out-
side the Iranian government 
to confirm - and different 
estimates have been given 
by opposition groups, inter-
national rights organizations 

and local journalists, report-
ed CNN. Rehman also refer-
enced Iran’s decision to hold 
public trials for 1,000 people 
arrested in connection to the 
ongoing protests, noting that 
some of the charges carry the 
death penalty. Iranian state 
media - a mouthpiece for 
the government - has itself 
reported on the 1,000 or so 
people indicted in Tehran 
province for their alleged 

involvement in nationwide 
protests, reported CNN. 
Increasingly, activists and 
experts are characterizing 
the protests as a national 
uprising and one of the big-
gest challenges to the Iranian 
regime since its founding. 
“This is not a protest for re-
form,” Roham Alvandi, an 
associate professor of His-
tory at the London School of 
Economics, told CNN. “This 

is an uprising demanding the 
end of the Islamic Republic. 
And that is something com-
pletely different to what 
we’ve seen before,” added 
Alvandi. Notably, a violent 
clash took place between 
Iranian students and Iranian 
security forces at universities 
across Iran on Sunday. The 
violence came as nationwide 
protests gripped the coun-
try despite threats from the 
country’s paramilitary Rev-
olutionary Guard, reported 
CNN.

The Guard’s chief, Hossein 
Salami had warned young 
Iranians that Saturday 
would be the last day of the 
protests first sparked by the 
September 16 death of Mahsa 
Amini in the custody of the 
country’s morality police.

women on steets against Taliban . 

Iran is witnessing one of the worst protests in its history

French parliament was 
halted on Thursday after 
Gregoire de Fournas, the 
parliamentary representa-
tive from the National Rally 
(RN) party, shouted, “Go 
back to Africa!” during a 
Black lawmaker’s comments 
while addressing the issue 
of a stranded migrant boat 
in the National Assembly. 
Gregoire de Fournas, inter-
rupted Carlos Martens Bi-
longo, a representative from 
the far-left party France 
Unbowed (LFI) during a 
session of the National As-
sembly, the lower house of 
parliament, reported CNN. 
Bilongo was calling on the 
French government to co-
operate with EU counties 
- notably Italy and its new-
ly-elected far-right Prime 
Minister Giorgia Meloni - to 
assist several hundred Afri-
can migrants rescued from 
the Mediterranean Sea. 
De Fournas interrupted, 
shouting “go back to Af-
r ica ,”  reported  CNN. 
Bilongo was challeng-
ing the government over 
its approach to the people 
on the stranded rescue 
boat. The vessel is carry-
ing hundreds of passen-
gers in the Mediterranean 
Sea and NGOs have urged 

the French government to 
intervene with a solution. 
Chaos immediately en-
sued in the chamber, lead-
ing Yael  Braun-Pivet, 
President of the National 
Assembly, to temporar-
ily suspend the session. 
Bilongo and his party have 
described the shout as a 
“racist” personal attack, 
though de Fournas’ party 
has argued that the interjec-
tion was actually intended 
for the migrants under 
discussion, reported CNN. 
“Today, some people once 
again put my skin colour at 
the centre of a debate. I’m 
born in France and I am 
a French lawmaker and I 
didn’t think that today I 
will be insulted (like this) 
at the National Assembly,” 

Bilongo told reporters af-
ter the incident. Mathilde 
Panot, leader of the far-left 
France Unbowed group at 
the National Assembly, has 
demanded that de Fournas 
face the toughest punish-
ment for a French lawmaker 
-- expulsion. “Racists like 
him have no place in our 
parliament,” Panot tweet-
ed. De Fournas said that he 
was referring to migrants, 
tweeting that the France 
Unbowed had “hijacked” 
his words in a “disgraceful 
manipulation.”

“My answer concerned 
the boat  and the mi-
grants, obviously not my 
colleague,” he tweeted. 
Fournas later denied he 
was addressing leftist Car-
los Martens Bilongo, saying 
the outburst was directed 
at migrants stranded on a 
rescue ship. In French, the 
words “he” and “they” are 
pronounced identically. Ac-
cording to French phonetic 
rules, there is little audible 
difference between the sen-
tences, “He should go back 
to Africa” and “They should 
go back to Africa” as de 
Fournas expressed them, re-
ported CNN. Marine Le Pen, 
leader of the far-right RN’s 
party group at the French 
lower house, voiced support 
for de Fournas in a tweet.

raCist slur

French far-right MP’s ‘go back 
to Africa’ cry causes uproar
TDG NeTwork
Paris
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Gurukul 
School of 

Arts students 
make 

paintings 
of Indian 

cricket player 
Virat Kohli 

wishing him 
on the eve 
of his 34th 

birthday, in 
Mumbai on 

Friday.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

#TWITTERDOWN 

TWITTER DOWN? SEVERAL USERS 
COMPLAIN ABOUT LOGIN ISSUES 
Many Twitter users reported problems with the micro-
blogging site on Friday. Many stated that they’re unable 
to log into the website. A popup that reads “Something 
went wrong, but don’t worry try again” appears when 
the feed page first loads.
“I’m unable to access Twitter and getting an error 
prompt... Something went wrong, but don’t fret let’s give 
it another shot. Try again,” a social media user wrote.
Reportedly, the outage started around 3 a.m. and saw a 
relatively big spike around 7 a.m.
Meanwhile, Twitter has been in the news for other rea-
sons as well, thanks to Elon Musk. Last week, he took 
control of Twitter and fired its top executives. Elon also 
started mass layoffs on Friday. 
As per an unsigned internal memo seen by The Verge, 
Twitter employees were notified in the email that the 
layoffs were set to begin.Employees will receive an 
email by 9 a.m. PST on 4 November confirming whether 
they have been laid off or not. 

 “I hope 
to inspire 
young 
learners to 
reach and 
remain at the 
top.”

— LIONEL MESSI 

BRAIN-PICKING 

on his collaboration with Ed-tech firm BYJU’S for its social 
impact arm -- Education For All. 

ECLIPSE 

ALL ABOUT LAST ‘BLOOD MOON’ 
OF THIS YEAR

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI                                      

Get ready to witness the last total lunar eclipse of the year. 
North American skygazers can see the moon’s reddish tint 
on 8 November. 
Almost a year after the last total lunar eclipse, the sight of 
the moon sliding into the shadows of the Earth returns and 
graces the sky.

Viewers in North America, Central America, most of South 
America, the Pacific Ocean, Australia, New Zealand, and Asia 
will see the moon darken and acquire a reddish hue in the wee 
hours of 8 November.

“Make sure you don’t miss the 8 November event, for it’s 
the last total lunar eclipse visible anywhere until mid-March 
2025,” said Diana Hannikainen (pronounced Huhn-ih-ky-
nen), Observing Editor at Sky & Telescope.

The Moon traverses the northern half of Earth’s shadow, 
with totality predicted to last 86 minutes. Mid-eclipse hap-
pens on 8 November at 10:59 th’, around six days before apo-
gee, when the Moon is farthest from Earth in its orbit. As a 
result, during the eclipse, the Moon will appear 7% smaller 
than it does when it’s at perigee (closest to Earth), but the dif-
ference is imperceptible. 

The eclipse on Tuesday will be a bit brighter than the one 
that occurred on May, especially in the moon’s northern half, 
since the moon doesn’t glide as closely to the dark centre of 
Earth’s shadow.

All stages of the eclipse occur simultaneously for everyone, 
but not everyone will see the full eclipse. Weather permit-
ting, observers in western North America will witness the 
entirety of the event on the morning of 8 November, with the 
partial eclipse phase beginning an hour or so after midnight. 
In Hawai’i, the totally eclipsed moon will be directly over-
head. Viewers in the central parts of the continent will see all 
of totality and most of the final partial phases, while those on 
the east coast can watch the sun rise as totality ends.

Blood moon. 

DANCE FEST 

The Maldivian style of dancing 
on ‘Kajra Mohabbat Wala’

TDG NETWORK
RAIPUR                                       

A Maldivian tribal group enthralled the audience with their 
energy as they sang some chart-busting Hindi numbers like 
‘Kajra Mohabbat Wala’ and ‘Lal Meri Pat’ at the National 
Tribal Dance Festival in Raipur.

The audience was left spellbound when the singers 
hummed to the tunes of the famous ‘Omkara’ song ‘Beedi 
Jalayi Le’. Mass hoots and enthusiasm reverberated at the 
venue as the group sang the hit item number.

Maldivian tribal dance troop leader Mohammed Asim said, 
“We are from Maldives, and our dance is called Bodu Beru. It 
is also called the ‘big drum’ as singing, drumming, and danc-
ing are done simultaneously”. He emphasised how the Indian 
culture shares commonalities with the Maldivian culture.

He mentioned how locals in the Maldives wear ‘lungi’ just 
like in India, where they are also called ‘Mundu.’ He also 
noted that both countries have a shared love for spicy food.

Their dance form ‘Boduberu’ actually means big (bodu) 
drums (beru). The drums they used for the performance were 
made of coconut wood, as is the case for most island drums 
across the globe.

The three-day event is taking place at Raipur’s Science be-
ginning on the state’s founding day 1 November.

More than 1,500 tribal performers from India and ten other 
nations, including Mozambique, Mongolia, Tongo, Russia, 
Indonesia, the Maldives, Serbia, New Zealand, and Egypt, 
are performing at the event.

Maldivian tribal group. 

Yolanda Hadid's viral video having almonds. 

King with his teddy bear. 

King Charles had valet to 
look after his teddy bear 

MAN HIDES LOTTERY MONEY WORTH 
RS 240 CR FROM WIFE, HERE’S WHY 

REVELATION LIFE-CHANGING 

A new book titled ‘The King: 
The Life of Charles III’ that 
will be out on 8 Novem-
ber  has some interesting 
details about the new King 
of Britain. According to the 
book, King Charles was so at-
tached to his childhood teddy 
bear that he had a person to 
look after the stuffed toy.

The book ‘The King: The 
Life of Charles III’ has been 
written by Christopher An-
dersen. He has written that 
the new king’s former trust-
ed valet, Michael Fawcett, 
was in charge of the stuffed 
toy when Charles was in his 
forties! Mabel Anderson, the 
former nanny to the royal 
family, was called out of re-
tirement whenever the toy 
required maintenance.

The retired nanny “was the 
only human being allowed 
to take needle and thread to 
Prince Charles’ teddy bear,” 
a former valet claimed in the 
book.

According to Anderson, 
“He (King Charles) was well 
into his forties, and every 
time that teddy needed to be 
repaired, you would think it 
was his own child having ma-
jor surgery.”

According to the book, valet 
Fawcett was also in charge of 
shaving the then Prince of 
Wales’ face. 

A man in China recently 
won a lottery jackpot worth 
USD 29.9 million (219 mil-
lion yuan), but he decided to 
keep it a secret from his wife 
and child because he thought 
the money could make them 
“lazy.” The amount is equiv-
alent to more than INR 240 
crore. The lottery winner, 
identified as Mr Li, went to 
the lottery office by himself 
to pick up his life-changing 
sum while hiding his identity 
by donning a comical yellow 
costume, according to The 
News Australia. He donated 
approximately 5 million yuan 
to a charity.

After winning the lottery 
money, the man told a news 
portal, “I didn’t tell my wife 
and child for fear that they 

would be too complacent 
and would not work or work 
hard in the future.” The man 
purchased the fateful win-
ning ticket from a merchant 
in Litang, a city located east 
of Nanning, the regional 
capital. He drove himself to 
the Guangxi Welfare Lottery 
Center the following day af-
ter realising he had hit gold.

He claimed that his win-
ning numbers were the same 
ones he had chosen unsuc-
cessfully for years: 2, 15, 19, 
26, 27, and 2. 

TDG NETWORK
LONDON     

TDG NETWORK
LITANG     

FIVE UNHEARD TRIBAL DANCES OF INDIA
Dance is one of the best ways to express happiness 
and celebrate. India is well known for its thriving 
cultural diversity and is blessed with the amalgama-
tion of numerous art forms, with dance being one of 
the richest and most diverse forms. Various dance 
forms have originated across the country, each with 
their own distinctive features and histories attached 
to them. Let’s have a look at five unknown tribal 
dances of India.

LAMBADI
Lambadi is the folk dance of the Banjara tribe. 
This dance form is inspired by the cultures of 
Rajasthan and Telangana. Women perform 

Lambadi to seek blessings from god for a good harvest. 
This dance is performed while wearing heavily orna-
mented, vibrantly coloured clothes with glasswork and 
paired with heavy jewellery. 

DHANGARI GAJA  
Originating in Maharashtra, Dhangri Gaja is 
an exquisite dance form that belongs mainly 
to cowherds, shepherds, buffalo keepers, and 

blanket weavers in the Sholapur district of Maharash-
tra. This dance and a poem called ‘ovi’ are composed in 
an attempt to appreciate and admire nature.

VATTAKALI
Vattakali is performed by the Paniyas of Ker-
ala. The main theme of this dance originates 
from the worship of Lord Ganapathi. This 

dance form showcases agrarian activities undertaken 
by the tribe. The dancers sync with the catchy rhythm 
of drums while moving in circular formations with ag-
ricultural tools as their props.

LOSAR SHONA CHUKSAM
Performed by the Kinnaur tribe of Himachal 
Pradesh, this dance form is performed to 
celebrate the lunar new year, as the tradi-

tional new year of the Kinnaura community falls in this 
period. The dancers dance with languid movements 
that showcase the harvesting of grain. 

PAIKA
Paika is a dance form that is performed by the 
Munda Tribe of Jharkhand and Odisha. This 
dance form depicts the readiness for battle. 

The dancers are dressed in vibrantly coloured costumes 
with frills and have peacock feathers tucked in their tur-
bans. The performers are also armed with traditional 
double-edged swords and shields. 

— JASLEEN KAUR

Lambadi

Recently, clips of Yolan-
da Hadid, mother 
of Gigi and Bella Had-

id, went viral on social media. 
In the videos compiled from 
Hadid’s stint on The Real 
Housewives of Beverly Hills, 
Yolanda calls Gigi’s body “big 
and bulky” and complains 
she “eats like men.” During 
an episode on Gigi’s birth-
day, she tells her then teenage 
daughter she can only “have 
one night of being bad” and 
then has to “get back on her 
diet” before allowing her a 
single bite of cake. The most 
troubling of all, however, is a 
scene in which Gigi calls her 
mother, complaining that she 
feels “really weak” after only 
eating “like half an almond” 
that day. Yolanda’s response? 
“Have a couple of almonds 
and chew them really well.”

Body and weight shaming is 
not a new phenomenon, and 
almond moms are not restrict-
ed to showbiz or stage moms. 
The name “Almond Mom,” 
though maybe new, but the 
obsession with weight is not.

Almond moms are obsessed 
with dieting but don’t openly 
acknowledge it, justifying 
their restricted calories for 
the sake of being “healthy.” 
What matters most to an 
almond mom is getting and 
staying thin, so much so that 
it inevitably overshadows ac-
complishments, accolades, 
and milestones—unless, 
of course, you look skinny 
while celebrating. To ensure 
that stays the case, they tend 
to sustain themselves on a 

minimum 100-calorie diet 
and push their daughters to 
do the same.

Coming from such a gen-
eration where the daily lives 
of women and the commu-
nity revolved around how 
to be slim, how little women 
eat, and how much weight 
they have lost. Where being 
thin was eulogised and eating 
without guilt is something 
most girls and women never 
learnt. Even now, eating a full 
meal means a subsequent 
guilt trip for most women. 
One grew up having a poor 
self-concept because of not be-
ing thin and ended up never 
loving oneself and one’s bod-
ies because the family, society 
placed so much emphasis on 
weight. It is no surprise that 

the trend is still existent today 
with parents.

What can parents do to 
avoid being the “Almond 
Mom”? According to experts, 
healthy eating starts in the 
home during childhood and 
involves so much more than 

what’s on a nutrition label. 
To promote these habits, ex-

perts share that parents and 
caregivers need to:

Steer clear of food sham-
ing. Labelling certain foods 
like vegetables “good” and 
pizza “bad” may make chil-
dren feel like their eating 
habits define them as “good” 
or “bad.” Instead of saying, 
“Eat your carrots,” try, “Or-
ange foods build immune 
strength.” Does your child 
want a cookie? Try, “Sugar 
gives you energy, but cookies 
aren’t on the menu tonight. 
We can have those tomorrow. 
“Which type would you like?” 
The family can collectively de-
cide the menu for the week. 
Remember, our relationship 

with food is emotional.
D e - e m p h a s i s e  t h e 

scale. Body mass tools are par-
ticularly problematic because 
they’re race-based and center 
white people. The Indian body 
type is a more full body with 
rounded hips and thighs, and 

the pressure to adhere to the 
adolescent body of thin legs 
and a flat chest makes it more 
difficult and challenging for 
girls and women to live up to. 
Size 0—which models and ac-
tors endorse—further adds to 
feelings of body shame. And, 
generally, focusing on the 
number on the scale may trig-
ger disordered eating. Instead 
of focusing on weight, try to 
help your child focus on how 
movement and eating veggies 
give them more energy and 
release endorphins, the feel-
good hormones.

Dr Chavi Bhargava Sharma 
is the Founder and CEO of Indic 
Center for Psychological Wellness 
and Holistic Health and Conver-
sationists—Talking Cures. 

CHAVI BHARGAVA SHARMA 
SATURDAY READ

PARENTING 

ARE YOU AN ALMOND MOM?
Body and weight shaming is not a new phenomenon, and almond 
moms are not restricted to showbiz or stage moms. 



womenthe daily guardian review
saturday |  05 november 2022

new delhi 13

IN-HOUSE SERIES 

WE WOmEN WaNt: SONakSHI SINHa, HUma 
QURESHI OpEN Up abOUt bOdy SHamINg
TDG NeTwork
New Delhi 

Priya Sahgal in conversation with Sonakshi Sinha and Huma Qureshi.

This week on We Women Want, we 
talk to Huma Qureshi and Sonakshi 
Sinha about body shaming and fat 
shaming. Their new movie Double 
XL tackles this topic as well, and in 
fact, the journey for both has been 
personal, as they claimed they were 
both overweight and had to hear 
words like saand, healthy, moti in 
their childhood.

NORMALISATION 
Speaking about a standardisation of 
a certain body type, Sonakshi said, 
“Who are these people who have set 
this standard? Nobody knows, but 
we all are just blindly following this 
one particular mould that everyone 
needs to fit into. I say ‘don’t fit in, 
stand out.”

REPRESENTATION 
On doing films that carry style and 
substance, Huma said, “People say 
‘oh, you are a very strong woman, or 
you play strong female characters.’ I 
don’t know any woman who is not 
strong. She could be a housewife, she 
could be a working woman or she 
could come from any strata of society. 
Strength is an inherent part of being 
a woman. It’s just that its represen-
tation is very very different. I never 
used to play one dimensional charac-
ters. I played different women, as op-
posed to just playing a pretty girl or 
just a strong girl. These are just tags, 
these are not real people.

SIZE ZERO 
When asked who do they think has 
set this standard of size zero- men 
or women, Sonakshi responded, 
“I think everyone is involved in it, 
equally. The people who try not to 
follow it, get stuck. It is important 
that we as a society agree to see ev-
erybody’s perspective and just peo-
ple be the way they want to be.”    

BODY SHAMING 
Huma also spoke about the fact that 

women are more body shamed than 
men. She said, “There is more pres-
sure on women to look a certain 
way. It is like we are packaged in a 
certain way to suit the male gaze 
constantly. Your hair, height, skin 
colour, should be a certain way. 
Even matrimonial ads emphasise 
that a fair, slim homely girl is a go-
to choice. What about not to homely, 
not so fair and not so skinny girls? 
Do they not deserve to get married, 
to have a family, to have a career or 
have dreams? I think that objectifi-
cation of women has to stop. I think 
we all have to constantly strive for it 
in our way. We made a whole film 
on it because we believe in it very 
strongly. I know so many other 
people who do as well. Sometimes 
you may not know it, but so many 
women are also part of it because 
they are also equally conditioned. If 
you make people aware, you cannot 
unsee it.”

PERSONAL STRuGGLES
Reminiscing her struggles, Son-
akshi shared, “I got my first film 
when I lost the weight. I was a 95 kg 

overweight child. I have been over-
weight my whole life. Growing up I 
was subjected to a lot of name calling 
and body shaming, which is why I re-
late so much to my character in the 
film. When you are in an environ-
ment where people are constantly 
concentrating on just the way you 
look, the clothes you wear, how you 
are looking and how you are talking. 
Those are your formative years so it 
does really affect you.
She added, “Even if you open any 
of my pictures today on social me-
dia, you would find comments that 
call you fat and body shame you for 
no reason. It is just about inculcat-
ing that sort of sensitivity in people 
where you should just  not be allowed 
to say something nasty to anyone.”
Huma pitched in, “And to also, re-
claim our own bodies. Like my body 
is not for your gaze. If I want to wear 
something and look hot, whatever 
size I may be, it is for me. It is not for 
anybody else. This is our way of say-
ing that if size 0 is beautiful, and it  
may be, this is also beautiful. Who 
says only one size is beautiful?”
On being asked if men are also 

shamed for their bodies in the indus-
try, Sonakshi said, “It is very evident.
There are many times when we are 
starting a film, the actresses are told 
to lose more weight but the guy  can 
look just the way he is.” To which, 
Huma added, “It is like the woman 
always has to look more petite than 
the men.”

COVID EFFECT
They further expressed weight is an 
issue that everyone has been grap-
pling with in post Covid times. 

The show was moderated by Senior 
Executive Editor of NewsX, Priya 
Sahgal. She pointed out that the is-
sue of body shaming had been raised 
in earlier shows too, with designers 
stating that they now make clothes 
for XL and Double XL sizes and not 
just size zero.

Catch fresh episodes of ‘We 
Women Want’ every Saturday at 
7:30 PM on NewsX. The program 
will also be streamed live on major 
OTT platforms- DailyHunt, Zee5, 
MX Player, ShemarooMe, Watcho, 
Mzaalo, Jio TV, Tata Play and PayTm 
livestreams.

Fixing the big issues! 
Closing the gender 
pay gap, giving all 

women the opportunity to 
access education, reducing 
violence against women, 
and many more. Sounds like 
a tedious pathway, meant 
for those who are born to 
run campaigns, challenge 
the civil society, and should 
be the crusaders. But what 
about fixing the small issues, 
those that dwell in our own 
homes, the most common of 
all, the sexist remarks and 
interpretations, which have 
become a part of everyday 
life, and are not considered 
unusual, or harmful.

“Women can’t drive!” “Try 
not to have a woman for this 
job, they are chatterboxes 
and things will not get 
done!”. These common and 
not so infrequent statements 
pave way for the young chil-
dren to nurture the conflict 
between dominance and de-
pendency, at times even sub-
stantiating that the weaker 
sex needs protection, creat-
ing a picture of benevolent 
paternalism. 

And then we have media 
that helps reinforce these 

gender roles, through shab-
by serials and advertise-
ments filled with not-so-
shocking statements. Social 
media is not behind, in de-
picting sexist stereotypes in 
memes. The objective is, of 
course, satire. But do we un-
derstand what satire does. 

‘Satire’, expressed by one 
of the courts in Europe, is 
“a form of artistic expres-
sion and social commentary 
which, through its charac-
teristic exaggeration and 
distortion of reality, natu-
rally aims to provoke and 
agitate.” 

Not to forget the qualities 
traditionally considered 
feminine, spoken with much 
appreciation, social skills, 
and emotional intelligence. 
Should we object to these? 
These are such positive 
stereotypes! So where 
do we stand? We want 
gender equality to be 
enshrined in law, be 
endorsed as a value, 
and yet our struggles 
with gender roles in our 
own homes continue. 

Be it positive or negative 
gender stereotypes, these 
will continue to be the hur-

dles in our way to achieve 
the transformation we envi-
sion.

From family, all this goes to 
our workplace. If a woman 
asserts, she is dominating, if 
a man does the same, he is 
promoting the cause. 

A woman works longer 

hours, she is career hungry, 
but if a man does, he is sim-
ply workaholic! ‘Being girly’ 
is surely an insult, while 
asking someone to ‘take it 
like a man’, is indeed about 
toughness. 

And the conversations 
do bring up questions like, 
“How do you manage that 
slim figure of yours?”, “I be-
lieve Asian women are the 
most beautiful women in 

the world,”, and this final 
one is really interesting, 
“Those tight clothes that 
she wears, is actually a 
distraction!”.

It does not end here, 
there are those who are 

capable of differentiating 
between “good” women 
and “bad” women based on 
how they dress; there are 

those who enjoy glorifying 
the feminine behaviour and 
demonising the “unladylike” 
behaviour.

These cliches are powerful, 
and so it is important that we 
learn to recognise and call 
out such stereotypes when 
they are being used, because 
they are not just funny or 
flippant, they brand women, 
and continue to belittle and 
undermine them. 

These remarks are actually 
the tip of the iceberg of other 
forms of gender-based vio-
lence, which might not look 
serious enough to justify le-
gal intervention, but which 
might legitimise more seri-
ous offenses.

Dr Benazir Patil is the Chief 
Executive Officer of SCHOOL. 

NOtIONS 

tHE gENdER gap 
Media helps reinforce these gender roles, through shabby serials 
and advertisements filled with not-so-shocking statements. 

We 
want gender 
equality to be 

enshrined in law, be 
endorsed as a value, 
and yet our struggles 
with gender roles in 

our own homes 
continue.

BeNazir PaTil 

FIRSt WOmEN Ig OF CRpF 
tO HEad bIHaR SECtOR, RaF
For the first time in the history of the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF), two women officers were pro-
moted to the rank of Inspector General this week. IG 
Seema Dhundiya will head the Bihar Sector of CRPF 
and IG Annie Abraham will head Rapid Action Force 
(RAF). A senior CRPF officer said that it is for the 
first time that two woman officers of CRPF have been 
promoted to the rank of Inspector General after their 
induction into the force first began in 1987. Conse-
quently, the Bihar Sector of CRPF will be headed by 
Seema Dhundia, IG CRPF. In another development, 
the Rapid Action Force of CRPF is getting a woman 
officer as its head since its raising in 1992. Annie Abraham, recently promoted as Inspec-
tor General, has been posted as the head of RAF. “CRPF has a history of empowering its 
Women Warriors, holding the distinction of raising the first ever all Mahila Battalion in 
the country in 1986,” the officer said. 

‘SExUal aSSaUlt’ UNdER pOCSO aCt CaN’t bE attRIbUt-
Ed WHERE tHERE IS mUtUal aFFECtION: mEgHalaya HC
In a crucial ruling this 
week, The Meghalaya 
High Court held that 
“sexual assault” under 
the Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act cannot be 
attributed to an act where 
there is mutual love and 
affection between young 
boyfriend and girlfriend. 
While quashing a case un-
der POCSO Act against the accused, the bench of Justice W. Diengdoh observed that - 
“In a case where there is mutual love and affection between a child and a person which 
might even lead to a physical relationship, though the consent of the child under the law 
is immaterial as far as prosecution for an alleged offence of sexual assault is concerned, 
considering the peculiar facts and circumstances of a particular case, such as in a case 
of a boyfriend and girlfriend particularly, if both of them are still very young, the term 
‘sexual assault’ as could be understood under the POCSO Act cannot be attributed to an 
act where, there is, as pointed above, mutual love and affection between them.” Deliver-
ing the judgment of the case on 27 October, Justice W. Diengdoh said in his judgment 
that - “.....this court is of the considered opinion that it would be for ends of justice that 
the FIR dated 18-12-2020 and the proceedings in Spl. POCSO Case No. 10 of 2021 under 
Section 5(1)/6 of the POCSO Act pending trial before the court of the learned Special 
Judge (POCSO), Shillong be quashed, which is accordingly done so here. Resultantly, 
this petition succeeds and petitioner No. 1 is set at liberty from any liability in the afore-
mentioned criminal case. Bail bond executed if any hereby stands discharged.” 

SEvERal JUNIOR, yOUtH NatIONal RECORdS CREatEd IN 
kHElO INdIa WOmEN’S WEIgHtlIFtINg 
Multiple national records were created 
in Phase 2 of the Khelo India Women’s 
Weightlifting tournament which ended on 
Wednesday in Modinagar, Uttar Pradesh. 
The tournament took place across the Se-
nior, Junior and Youth age categories. It 
was organised by the Indian Weightlifting 
Federation (IWLF) and supported by the 
Department of Sports, Ministry of Youth 
Affairs and Sports. Railway Sports Pro-
motion Board (RSPB) bagged the Winners 
team trophy in the Senior Women category, 
while Maharashtra bagged the Winners 
team trophies in the Junior Women and 
Youth Girls category. The tournament saw 
participation from weightlifters who are 
a part of the Target Olympic Podium Scheme as well as the Khelo India scholarship 
scheme. The National Records were created by Akanksha Vyavahare, Bhawana, Mar-
tina Devi, Yogita Khedkar and Kalpana Yadav. The three best lifters in the tournament 
on the basis of points were the following: Komal Johar (Senior Women), Sanju Devi 
(Junior Women) and Akanksha Vyavahare (Youth Girls). The total amount of support 
put forward by the government of India to conduct the Khelo India league across all 
editions is Rs 1.88 crore, which includes a total cash prize of Rs 48.3 lakh to the top 8 
ranked weightlifters across 10 weight categories in all age groups.

tWO-FINgER tESt RE-vICtImIzES aNd RE-tRaUmatIzES 
RapE SURvIvORS: SC
In a landmark and pathbreaking judgment, the Supreme Court ruled this week that any 
person who conducts the “two-finger test” shall be guilty of misconduct as it remarked 
that such test re-victimizes and re-traumatizes rape survivors. The top court also directed 
governments to review the medical schools’ curriculum to ensure that the “two-finger 
test” is not prescribed as one of the procedures to be adopted while examining survivors 
of sexual assault and rape. “Any person who conducts the “two-finger test” or per vagi-
num examination (while examining a person alleged to have been subjected to a sexual 
assault) in contravention of the directions of this court shall be guilty of misconduct,” 
the court said. A bench 
of justices Dhananjaya Y 
Chandrachud and Hima 
Kohli’s direction came 
while restoring the con-
viction of a rape accused. 
The court directed the 
Union government as well 
as the state governments to 
ensure that the guidelines 
formulated by the Minis-
try of Health and Family 
Welfare are circulated to 
all government and private 
hospitals. It also directed the government to conduct workshops for health providers 
to communicate the appropriate procedure to be adopted while examining survivors 
of sexual assault and rape, and review the curriculum in medical schools with a view to 
ensuring that the “two-finger test” or per vaginum examination is not prescribed as one 
of the procedures to be adopted while examining survivors of sexual assault and rape. 
The Supreme Court remarked that whether a woman is “habituated to sexual inter-
course” or “habitual to sexual intercourse” is irrelevant for the purposes of determining 
whether the ingredients of Section 375 of the IPC are present in a particular case. “The 
so-called test is based on the incorrect assumption that a sexually active woman cannot 
be raped. Nothing could be further from the truth - a woman’s sexual history is wholly 
immaterial while adjudicating whether the accused raped her. Further, the probative 
value of a woman’s testimony does not depend upon her sexual history,” the court said. 
“It is patriarchal and sexist to suggest that a woman cannot be believed when she states 
that she was raped, merely for the reason that she is sexually active,” the court added. 

WOmEN IN tHE NEWS
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A paintbrush,  when 
dipped in water, absorbs 
the pigment of paint. 
My mind is like a brush, 
absorbing the energy 
(colour) of anything it 
touches. When I ‘touch’ 
something by thinking 
about it for a long period 
of time, I  absorb its 
energy. Being aware 
of this process means I 
can choose the colours I 
wish to absorb. Today let 
me carefully select the 
colour of energy I will 
absorb.

A thought 
for todAy

“On e  p r o o f  o f 
spiritual prog-
ress is that you 

can integrate in your heart 
more and more people, un-
til you can finally accept 
all in your heart” - Dadi 
Prakashmani

Acceptance is a powerful 
proof of deep compassion. 
People usually associate 
the word ‘acceptance’ with 
having to tolerate difficult 
and uncomfortable people 
or situations. While that 
is, of course, part of it, the 
deepest acceptance is of our 
greatness, goodness and 
full potential. That is, the 
realisation, taken into the 
heart, that we are peaceful, 
loving and compassionate 
beings. The weaknesses 
and shortcomings we all 

have, are things acquired 
on our unique journeys, 
and these too have to be ac-
cepted. Only when I accept 
them in the correct way am 
I then able to do something 
about them. To simply say 
that ‘this is the way I am, 
you have to accept me as I 
am’ is not acceptance. It is 
about resignation, even a 
form of laziness, or a lack 
of faith that we can be dif-
ferent, we can change, and 
be as we are intended to be 
- human beings expressing 
the highest of ourselves. 
For spiritual transforma-
tion, we have to deeply 
accept four things. First 
ourselves, then others, life 
itself, and, ultimately, God. 

In acceptance of the self, 
the essential ingredient is 
gentleness. Being harsh 
with the self blocks the en-
ergy to move forward and 
change. When we realise 
that we are not our weak-
nesses, we are something 
much, much more, then 
we are able to recognise 
what needs to change and 
find the motivation and 
determination to begin 
the process. The way we 
identify ourselves is key to 
this. If we identify with the 

body, the roles we play, or 
even our personality, then 
we will suffer. The body 
ages, the roles change, and 
our personality has been 
formed often by others’ ad-
vice and criticism. None of 
this is who we really are. 
We are conscious beings. 
Peace is our natural na-

ture. When we touch this 
in meditation, then we long 
to be nothing other than 
this. Meditation and self-
reflection help us to let go of 
these limited identities and 
experience our true selves. 
When we compare our-
selves to others, or try to 
live a life just to please oth-

ers, or create false expecta-
tions of ourselves, we only 
create obstacles. Mistakes 
happen, but when we relax, 
step back and observe what 
happened, we can then ac-
cept the mistake and also, 
the opportunity it has pre-
sented to us to choose some 
other way of responding. 

Without the mistake, we 
would never have under-
stood.

How we accept others is 
dependent on the work we 
have done on the accep-
tance of ourselves. When I 
see others as unique beings 
with greatness inside, even 
though they may not be ful-
ly expressing it at that mo-
ment, my relationship with 
them changes. If I have ex-
pectations, resistance, or 
make assumptions about 
others, I am not integrating 
them into my heart. I can 
use meditation to check the 
subtle feelings that are less 
than accepting, and then 
be able to send good wishes 
and pure feelings to them, 

until it is cleared. 
Some people complain 

about life, react to life, 
or even resist what life is 
bringing them, because 
they think that life is dan-
gerous. In fact, when we 
connect with our true 
selves, then we see just how 
benevolent life really is. 
Life is a set of moments; we 
only remember moments, 
and life is constantly giv-
ing us new moments. That 
means we are constantly 
being given new opportuni-
ties to decide how we want 
to live. We can put a full 
stop to any past moments 
and accept the possibility 
to create something brand 
new. Because of the way the 

world is now, we may need 
to accept loss, injustice and 
many other ‘unacceptable’ 
things. However, with ac-
ceptance, we will be able to 
see more clearly what to do 
next, keep moving forward, 
and in so doing, help oth-
ers.

Ultimately, it is the ac-
ceptance of God that makes 
all this possible. When we 
accept that there exists a 
highest consciousness, the 
highest level of energy, and 
that Being gives us peace, 
love and power, we are then 
able to accept and tolerate 
to such an extent that we 
are able to help others. It 
changes our life in a very 
dramatic way. This is why 
meditation is so important. 
In meditation, with a deep 
acceptance of the self as a 
powerful being and of the 
Supreme Being as my true 
friend and companion - 
transformation takes place 
within. If we change, and 
help others to change, then 
our world will also change.

Enrique Simó is an executive 
coach and coordinates the 
activities of the Brahma Ku-
maris’ Spanish headquarters 
in Madrid.

The master key of acceptance
IdentIfIcatIIon

EnriquE Simó

When I see others as unique beings with greatness inside, my relationship with them changes.

Love is one of the innate qualities 
of the human soul, and it is also 
what every soul needs to grow 
and realise its full potential. Love 
enriches when you receive it as 
well as when you give it. Being 
loved gives you strength and be-
ing loving gives you courage.

The love of the mother for the 
child enables it to grow up into 
a healthy, confident person, 

and the love of the child for the 
mother fills her life with joy and 
contentment.

Every soul yearns for love and 
therefore seeks it. At the same 
time, our understanding of love 
may differ from time to time, or 
from person to person. As the 
state of mind, so the perception 
of love.

For many people today, love is 
what is defined as such in mov-
ies and novels. It is a love that 
seeks to possess another person. 
It breeds attachment, anger and 
jealousy, and leads to sorrow. 
They often mistake lust for love. 
Lust, described in the Gita as a 
gate to hell, just seeks gratifica-
tion of sensual desires. It neither 
respects nor cares for the other 
person.

Similarly, another form of false 
love, attachment, creates depen-
dence and a bondage that brings 
grief.

These distorted forms of love 
arise from identification of the 
self with the body. One’s atten-
tion is then pulled to others’ 
bodies and in this engagement 
with the gross physical form, 
true love, which is spiritual and 
subtle, is lost. 

Real love is unconditional and 
selfless, and arises from the core 
of one’s being, the soul. It is ex-
pressed in the form of caring, 
compassion, respect, and em-
pathy. It is this spiritual love that 
brings people together in happy, 
fulfilling relationships. It creates 
mutual trust and understand-
ing, and fosters cooperation, 

which helps people achieve even 
seemingly impossible goals.

Such is the power of spiri-
tual love that it influences other 
people even when it is not ex-
pressed overtly. The vibrations 
emanating from a person who 
is genuinely loving touch others 
and they are drawn towards that 
person. Such embodiments of 
love are a source of strength and 
succour for others, their mere 
presence dispelling others’ grief.

In a world riven by violence, 
only spiritual love, not diplo-
macy, can remove the mistrust, 
selfishness and hatred that is 
fuelling conflict. The first step is 
to realise that the whole world 
is one family, all souls being 
the children of one Father, the 
Supreme Soul. This realisation 

can bring hearts and minds 
closer, enabling mutual respect 
and understanding.

When enough numbers of peo-
ple become spiritually aware, the 
power of their vibrations can 
create an atmosphere of peace 
and happiness that will foster 
goodwill and prevent violence 
or conflict. 

Spiritual love might not be a 
fashionable concept, but such 
is its subtle power that it can 
change the course of history 
and the destiny of nations. As 
someone once said, all through 
history, the way of truth and love 
have always won.

B.K. Dr. Savita a Rajyoga teacher at 
the Brahma Kumaris headquarters 
in Abu Road, Rajasthan.

the power of spIrItual love
dIvIne

Such is the power of spiritual love that it influences other people even 
when it is not expressed overtly.

B.K. dr. SAvitA

Although many are hoping for 
better things to come, is hope 
enough?

Hoping for something to 
happen is a great way to avoid 
doing something to ‘make’ 
things happen, or not hap-
pen. Leading sports people, 
business people, career peo-
ple, family raising people, do 
not sit around hoping for the 
best, they get up and create the 
best. They make the best hap-
pen because they know they 
can. Probably the key phrase 
is ‘they can’.  Yes, they know 
they may fail but they are 
prepared to learn from their 
failures.  

Why do others then, decide 
that hope is enough? They 
live in hope because they do 
not yet know that ‘they can’. 
At best they have learned to 

doubt themselves and at worst 
they have learned to believe 
that they cannot. Hope says 
that one day I may be able to. 
But as long as we just ‘live in 
hope’ it is unlikely that the ‘one 
day’ will come. Even if it does 
it is likely to be too late. Then 
there are those who are not 
sure if they can, but they are 
not prepared to take the risk. 
They are afraid to find out if 
they can, or afraid of failure or 
afraid to learn ‘how to’ become 
able. To many of us, these are 
familiar thoughts and feelings. 

StucK in rESiStAncE
Why do we think and say that 
we have high hopes? Why do 
we hope for a brighter future?  
The reason is that we do not 
like the way people or circum-
stances are unfolding right 
now.  We are afraid that the 
way things are at this moment, 
may continue. We are in a state 
of resistance to the circum-
stances or non-acceptance of 
the way people are today, so, 
we hope for a better them or 
better world tomorrow. Re-
sistance is fear in action, hence 
the increasing levels of anxiety 
we see in the world.

But hope makes us lazy. It is 

easier to hope, than to actually 
do something now that may 
create the tomorrow that we 
say we want. Instead of doing 
the inner work of accepting 

others and circumstances, we 
edge into self-weakening atti-
tudes that contain judgement, 
criticism and ultimately the 
hope that ‘they’ will change. 

So, hope becomes a comfort 
zone that is easy to slip into.  

Hope is really a form of men-
tal paralysis, a dis-ease that 
does not allow us to relax. It is 

not bad or good, it just tends 
to shut down our creativity 
and wisdom, both of which 
are necessary to bring about 
a better me and therefore bet-
ter world that follows. Only 
our own mental and physical 
actions can create a way out, 
a way beyond hope, a way be-
yond the paralysing effect of 
the fear that always underlies 
hope

That is why, before we do 
anything, it is necessary to 
fully understand our resis-
tance, see for our self how it is 
driven by fear and ask our self 
what we believe we may lose. 
For fear is always the fear of 
future loss. Only then can we 
free our self from an attitude 
of non- acceptance and start 
thinking and acting in ways 
that are shaped by care, com-
passion and kindness. These 
self-strengthening attributes 
are potentially in all of us, but 
they can only emerge consis-
tently when we are able to face 
and accept the way things are 
right now.  
Mike George is an author of 16 
books focussed mostly around 
self-awareness and spiritual in-
telligence. His new website is at 
www.relax7.com

lIvIng In hope
resIstance

miKE gEorgE

Hope is really a form of mental paralysis that tends to shut down our creativity and wisdom.

In acceptance of the self, the essential 
ingredient is gentleness. Being harsh with 
the self blocks the energy to move forward 
and change When we realise that we are not 
our weaknesses, we are something much, 
much more, then we are able to recognise 
what needs to change and find the motivation 
and determination to begin the process. The 
way we identify ourselves is the key to this.



sports 15the daily guardian review
saturday |  05 november 2022

new delhi

BREAKING RECORD

You have always been a warrior: 
Mahela Jayawardene lauds Virat 

Former Sri Lankan batter Mahela Jayawar-
dene congratulated star Indian batter Virat 
Kohli on breaking his record of most runs in 
the history of the ICC T20 World Cup event.

Star Indian batter Virat Kohli on Wednes-
day became the highest run-scorer in the 
history of the ICC T20 World Cup. “Records 
are meant to be broken. There was always 
someone who was going to break my re-
cord and it is you Virat, congratulations 
mate. Brilliant. You have always been a 
warrior. Form is temporary, class is perma-
nent. Well done mate,” said Jayawardene in 
a video posted by ICC. Virat accomplished 
this record during his side’s crucial 
Group 2, Super 12 match of the 
tournament against Bangladesh 
in Adelaide, which India won.

He scored an unbeaten 64 
of 44 balls in the match. His 
knock consisted of eight 
boundaries and a six. His 
strike rate during the in-
nings was 145.45.

With this, Virat’s record 
in T20 WC is - 1,065 runs 
in 23 innings across 25 
matches at an average of 
88.75. 13 half-centuries 
have come off his bat, 
with the best score 
of 89*. His strike 
rate in the tourna-
ment is 132.46.

He has surpassed 
Sri Lankan great 
Mahela Jayawardene, 
who scored 1,016 runs in 

31 matches at an average of 39.07. One century 
and six half-centuries have come off his bat in 
this tournament, with best of 100.

Other top T20 World Cup batters are: West 
Indies legend Chris Gayle (965 runs), Indian 
skipper Rohit Sharma (921) and Sri Lankan 
great Tilakaratne Dilshan (897).

Notably, Virat has been in fan-
tastic form since the Asia Cup. 

During that tournament, 
he made his return to in-
ternational cricket after 
a month, a break he took 
after months of battling 
inconsistent form.

Since then, Virat has 
scored 624 runs 

in 14 innings at 
an average of 
78.00.  One 
century and 
six fifties have 
c o m e  o u t 
of his bat, 

with best 
of 122*.
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T20 HAT-TRICK

Joshua Little becomes leading 
wicket taker in 2022

Joshua Little became only 
the second Irish to take a 
T20 hat-trick while sur-
passing Sandeep Lami-
channe of Nepal to claim 
the most wickets in T20Is 
in the calendar year 2022.

The Irish pacer dismissed 
Kane Williamson, James 
Neesham and Mitchell Sant-
ner in the 19th over to register 
figures of 3-22 in the Super-12 
match against New Zealand 
at the Adelaide Oval. He be-
came the second bowler to 
take a hat trick in the 2022 
edition of the tournament. 
Earlier, it was Karthik Mei-
yappan of UAE who clinched 
a hat-trick against Sri Lanka 
in the round one of the tour-
nament in Geelong. After 

all-rounder Curtis Campher, 
who took a hat trick back in 
the 2021 edition of the tour-
nament, Little is the second 
Irish player to clinch a hat 
trick in T20 WC. He dis-
missed Santner to claim his 
39th wicket for the calendar 
year 2022, surpassing Lami-
channe’s tally of 38 wickets. 
Sri Lanka’s Wanindu Hasa-

ranga is third on the list with 
36 wickets in the 2021 calen-
dar year. South Africa’s Ta-
braiz Shamsi also was at par 
with Hasaranga in 2021 also 
scalping 36 wickets, placing 
him third on the list.

India-born Dinesh Na-
karni who plays for Uganda 
is fourth on the list with 35 
wickets in the 2021 year.
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UNDER SCRUTINY

HE WAS ALWAYS IN FORM: GAUTAM GAMBHIR 
ON KL RAHUL’S MATCH-WINNING KNOCK

After KL Rahul’s match-
winning half-century against 
Bangladesh, former Indian 
batter Gautam Gambhir 
came out in support of the 
under scrutiny opener and 
said that “he was always in 
form”.

The match between In-
dia and Bangladesh in the 
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 
saw the resurgence of KL 
Rahul, who was struggling 
with a string of single-digital 
scores in the tournament. 
The talented willow wielder 
changed the tide with an ex-
quisite 30-ball 51 to bounce 
back to form. Rahul’s knock 
was decorated with high-
quality shots that showcased 
his characteristics of poise 
and composure. With a lot of 
talk about whether KL Rahul 
would ever hit form in the 
World Cup, it was a sign of 
good things to come with his 
half-century coming in just 
the nick of time for the Men 
in Blue. Speaking exclusively 

on Star Sports show ‘Cricket 
Live’, Gambhir brushed off 
any speculation that KL Ra-
hul was not in form and how 
he needs to be backed along 
with his team-mates in the 
top order.

“When he got a fifty against 
Australia in Brisbane (in the 
warm-up match), everyone 
was going crazy. He is prob-
ably going to light up this 
World Cup. A bad inning 
does not make you a bad 
player, neither does it make 
you a great player. So, you 
probably need to be more 

balanced. You got to give 
them time and then that one 
shot over point probably 
changed everything. He is 
back in form, and he was al-
ways in form,” Gambhir said.

“Yes, there are times when 
you want to contribute, you 
know that this is a World Cup 
and the entire world is look-
ing at you. And if you have 
not had the best of starts, it 
does not mean you are a bad 
player. If India has to win the 
World Cup, KL Rahul, Rohit 
Sharma, Rishabh Pant, these 
three have to deliver along 

with Hardik Pandya, who is 
an X-factor. So, yes, he is back 
in form and hopefully, he can 
continue this form and be as 
aggressive as he can be, be-
cause no one can stop him, 
the way he wants to play, only 
he can stop him,” he added.

Former Indian batting 
coach Sanjay Bangar also 
spoke on how feedback Rahul 
has received from his team 
and management has had a 
positive impact on his game.

“See, KL Rahul has been 
along for a long time now. He 
made his debut in Australia 
in 2014/15. I was part of that 
tour at that time. He has a 
special ability. He scored a 
century in his second match. 
So, we all knew he was a spe-
cial player who is going to 
serve India for a long time. 
His technique is tremendous, 
and in times like this when 
you have had poor scores, 
you certainly require the 
support of your teammates, 
not only lip service, but hon-
est discussions as well,” said 
Bangar.
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KL Rahul

Indian men’s hockey team

HOCKEY

BRONZE IN TOKYO 2020 OLYMPICS CHANGED 
A LOT OF THINGS: AMIT ROHIDAS
Indian men’s hockey player 
Amit Rohidas said on Friday 
that his side’s bronze medal 
in Tokyo 2020 Olympics 
changed a lot of things and 
people who did not play 
hockey earlier are taking up 
the sport in villages.

The Indian Men’s Hockey 
Team’s Amit Rohidas is 
working hard to put himself 
in contention for the FIH 
Odisha Hockey Men’s World 
Cup 2023 Bhubaneswar 
and Rourkela, and he said 
that the people in his home 
state are waiting for Janu-
ary to roll over. There are a 
lot of kids who are awaiting 
the first pushback at the FIH 
Odisha Hockey Men’s World 
Cup 2023, Bhubaneswar and 
Rourkela, Amit said when he 
appeared on Hockey Te Char-
cha - a podcast series initiated 
by Hockey India.

“The Bronze medal at the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympics has 
changed a lot of things. Young-
sters who did not play hockey 

earlier have now taken to the 
sport in the villages. When 
I visit home and see such a 
sight, it makes me feel very 
good. Almost every school has 
seen an increase in youngsters 
picking up hockey,” Amit said 
as per a release from Hockey 
India. Amit, who hails from 
Odisha itself, says that play-
ing the FIH Odisha Hockey 
Men’s World Cup 2023, Bhu-
baneswar and Rourkela on 
home turf is an emotional 
affair, and added that the fan-
fare and love the Indian Men’s 
Hockey Team receives is un-
paralleled. “Playing at home is 
very different feeling, because 
the crowds are very support-

ive and they really cheer for 
you and motivate you. We 
have Indian fans to watch us 
outside India as well, but in 
Odisha, the fans bring a dif-
ferent level of energy, which 
gives us extra motivation.”

Amit, a defender in the In-
dian Men’s Hockey Team with 
more than 100 appearances 
to his name, noted that one of 
the key learnings from his idol 
Hockey India President Dilip 
Tirkey has been to maintain a 
calm head, even in the tough-
est of times.

“I had an aggressive streak 
in myself earlier, but in the 
last few years, I have learnt 
a lot from the senior players 

about handling pressure, 
and ensuring that my reac-
tion does not affect the team’s 
plans in a negative way. I try 
to keep the aggression on the 
inside, so that it does not show 
on the field.”

Currently, one of the main-
stays in the Indian Men’s 
Hockey Team, Amit is a cru-
cial cog in the defensive unit.

Speaking about the upcom-
ing weeks that lead up to the 
FIH Odisha Hockey Men’s 
World Cup Bhubaneswar 
and Rourkela 2023, Amit 
said that the Indian Men’s 
Hockey Team is taking things 
step by step. “First are our 
matches in the FIH Hockey 
Men’s Pro League 2022-2023 
in Bhubaneswar, and then we 
go to Australia for a series and 
then the FIH Odisha Hockey 
Men’s World Cup 2023, Bhu-
baneswar and Rourkela. 
We are taking it step by step, 
game by game. Our training 
sessions are continuing with 
good intensity and we do-
ing our best to ensure we get 
things right,” he signed off.
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All round New Zea-
land powered by 
performances from 

skipper Kane Williamson 
and bowlers finished their 
group stage campaign on top 
of Group 1 table after a 35-run 
win over Ireland in Adelaide 
on Friday.

New Zealand have finished 
their group-stage campaign 
with three wins in five match-
es and a total of seven points. 
Ireland have finished their 
campaign in the fifth posi-
tion in the points table with 
three points and one win in 
five matches. With a high run 
rate, they are big favorites to 
cruise into the semis even if 
Australia and England win 
their final matches. Chasing 
186, Ireland was off to a good 
start. Openers Paul Stirling 
and Andy Balbirnie hit a 
boundary or six in almost 
every over at least once and 
their running between wick-
ets was fine.

At the end of the powerplay 
in six overs, Ireland was at 
39/0, with Stirling (25*) and 
Balbirnie (13*) at the crease. 
The duo brought up their 

50-run stand in 40 balls. 
Spinner Mitchell Santner 
gave Kiwis their first break-
through by dislodging Bal-
birnie’s stumps for 30 off 25 
balls. Ireland was 68/1 in 8.1 
overs. Another spinner Ish 
Sodhi dismissed Stirling for 
37 off 27 balls. Ireland was 2 
down at 70 in 9.1 overs. At the 
end of 10 overs, Ireland was 
at 73/2, with Harry Tector 
and Lorcan Tucker not out 
at 2 runs each.

Irish could not really keep 
up with the asking rate and 
the loss of their star open-
ers proved to be too much 
for them to bear. Harry Tec-
tor (2), Gareth Delany (10), 
Tucker (13), Curtis Campher 

(7) lost their wickets as Sant-
ner and Sodhi continued to 
weave their spin web all over 
Irish batting. Pacers Lockie 
Ferguson also stepped in to 
dismiss Delany.

At the end of 15 overs, Ire-
land was at 103/5, with Cam-
pher (1*) and Dockrell (6*) 
unbeaten. Tim Southee then 
made inroads into Irish bat-
ting, dismissing Campher for 
just seven. Ireland was left 6 
down for 120 runs. In their 
final three overs, Ireland 
needed 60 runs.

After spinners dominated 
the Irish batters initially, 
pacer Lockie continued to 
run riot on his opponents’ 
lower middle-order/lower 

order. He dismissed Dockrell 
(23) and Fionn Hand (5). Ire-
land finished their innings at 
150/9 in 20 overs, with Barry 
McCarthy (6*) and Joshua 
Little (8*) unbeaten.

Lockie (3/22) was the lead-
ing bowler for New Zealand. 
Southee, Santner, Sodhi also 
took two wickets each.

Earlier, Captain Kane Wil-
liamson found his form at the 
Adelaide Oval to guide New 
Zealand to 185/6 against Ire-
land in the Super-12 encoun-
ter at the ongoing T20 World 
Cup. Despite Joshua Little’s 
maiden hat trick, the black 
caps managed to post a chal-
lenging total with the help of 
Williamson and Daryl Mitch-
ell’s superb knocks.

Put in to bat by Ireland, the 
Blackcaps started cautiously 
with both openers Devon 
Conway and Finn Allen 
scoring just 16 runs off the 
first three overs. However, 
Allen broke the shackles in 
the fourth over as he smashed 
three boundaries to Gareth 
Delany to inject momentum 
into the Kiwi innings.

The batter stuck to his ag-
gressive approach and hit 
Mark Adair for two boundar-
ies and a six before Adair had 

the last laugh. The bowler 
dismissed Allen on the last 
ball of the over to draw first 
blood for Ireland.

New Zealand captain Kane 
Williamson walked onto the 
crease to join Conway who 
looked sluggish on a belter 
of a pitch. The batting duo 
refrained from playing rash 
shorts and looked to place 
the ball in the gaps to keep 
the scoreboard ticking and 
took the team to 75/1 at the 
halfway mark.

Kiwi innings saw a change 
in approach from William-
son and Conway as they hit 
Fionn Hand for a six and two 
boundaries in the 11th over.

The next over however saw 
Conway playing a slog sweep 
which did not clear the ropes 
and was grabbed by Adair 
to end the batter’s scratchy 
inning.

Explosive batter Glenn 
Phillips blasted a six on his 
second ball to start his in-
ning. The batter hit two more 
boundaries in his brief stay 
before being dismissed in the 
14th over. Right-hander Da-
ryl Mitchell joined William-
son at the crease as the skip-
per turned on his beast mode 
to rip apart the Irish bowlers.

T20 WORLD CUP 
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New Zealand’s Devon Conway plays a shot during the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2022 match Super 12 Group 1 match between Ireland and 
New Zealand, at Adelaide Oval, in Adelaide on Friday.

NEW ZEALAND DEFEAT IRELAND TO 
BECOME FIRST SEMIFINALISTS

PRE-QUARTERFINALS

ASIAN BOXING C’SHIPS: SAVITA, KAPIL 
POKHARIYA CRASH OUT IN PRE-QUARTERS
Indian boxer Savita lost the pre-
quarterfinals at the Asian Boxing 
Championships to Tokyo 2020 
Olympic bronze medallist Tsukimi 
Namiki of Japan to exit the competi-
tion being held in Amman, Jordan.

The seasoned Japanese boxer won 
unanimously after scoring flaw-
lessly in each of the three rounds as 
released in a statement by the Olym-
pics website on Thursday. Earlier 
boxer Kapil Pokhariya crashed out 
from the Asian Boxing Champion-
ships 2022 after falling to Iran’s 
Pouria Amiri in the round of 16.

Indian Pugilist Kapil Pokhariya, 
making his first appearance on a 
global stage, started out aggressively 
and dominated the Iranian fighter to 
easily win the first round.

However, Amiri demonstrated his 
skill with a barrage of unrelenting 
blows to build a powerful comeback 

in the second round. Kapil Pokhari-
ya gave up a number of blows while 

attempting to counterattack, but 
Amiri remained in control and won 
easily 5-0.

All eyes will be on India’s five-time 
Asian medalist Shiva Thapa (63.5 
kg) as he steps into the ring today.

In their individual pre-quarterfi-
nal bouts, Ananta Chopade (54 kg), 
Etash Khan (60 kg), Amit Kumar 
(67 kg), and Sachin (71 kg) will also 
start their mark.

The 25-person Indian squad for 
the tournament includes Lovlina 
Borgohain, who won the bronze 
medal at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics. 
The Asian Boxing Championships 
2022 will feature Borgohain, who 
took home a bronze in the last com-
petition.

Mohammad Hussamuddin and 
Lakshya Chahar have so far ad-
vanced, while Sparsh Kumar lost on 
Wednesday in the pre-quarterfinals. 

Indian boxer Savita

Joshua Little
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FOUR-RUN LOSS

Mohammad Nabi steps 
down as  captain after 
team crashes out of WC

All-rounder Mohammad Nabi 
has decided to step down as 
Afghanistan skipper and said 
that he “will continue to play 
for the country when the man-
agement and team need,” the 
player announced the news 
on Friday.

Nabi announced his deci-
sion to resign as the captain 
of the national team following 
their four-run loss to Austra-
lia in Adelaide in the Super 12 
fixture of the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2022.

Nabi took to his Twitter and 
tweeted, “Our T20 World Cup 
journey came to an end, with 
the result that not us nor our 
supporters were expecting. 
We are as frustrated as you 
are with the out-
come of matches.” 
In a tweet, Nabi also 
made it clear that he 
was not on the same 
page with the national 
selectors. “From the 
last one year, our 
team’s preparation 
was not to a level 
that a captain would 
want it or needed for 
a big tournament. 
Moreover, 
in some 
of the last 

tours, the team manager, selec-
tion committee, and I were not 
on the same page, which had 
implications on the team bal-
ance,” Nabi further added in 
a tweet. “Therefore, with due 
respect, effective immediately, 
I announce to step down as a 
captain and will continue to 
play for my country when the 
management and team need 
me,” he added.

Afghanistan had a rather 
disappointing campaign, 
with three defeats and two 
wash-outs. “I thank every 
single one of you from the bot-
tom of my heart who came to 
the grounds despite matches 
being affected by the rain 
and those who supported us 
worldwide, your love truly 
means a lot to us. We are as 
frustrated as you are with the 

outcome of the matches,” he 
added. Nabi led Afghani-
stan for the first time in 
2013. The Afghans won 

16 T20Is and 13 ODIs 
under his captaincy. 
The seasoned player 
slammed 601 runs 
from 28 ODIs and 
422 runs from 35 
T20Is. Addition-
ally, Nabi scalped 
47 wickets while 

leading the Afghan 
national team. 
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BRILLIANT SPELL

I HOPE SRI LANKA CAN DO THE JOB FOR US: GLENN 
MAXWELL ON SEMIS QUALIFICATION SCENARIO

After Australia failed to stop 
Afghanistan at the required 
score to qualify for the semis 
despite beating Afghans by 
4-runs, all-rounder Glenn 
Maxwell hoped that Sri 
Lanka can do the impossible 
to beat England by a good 
margin so that the defend-
ing champions can make the 
semi-finals.

Glenn Maxwell’s unbeaten 
54 from 32 deliveries fol-
lowed by Adam Zampa and 
Josh Hazlewood’s brilliant 
spells guided Australia to a 
4-run victory over Afghani-
stan in their Super 12 clash 
of the ongoing T20 World 
Cup 2022 here at Adelaide 
Oval on Friday. “We got to 
about the 12th over mark 
where we just had to put a 
total on the board to make 
sure we gave ourselves a 
chance of winning the game. 
Even though we were try-
ing to go hard, they bowled 
extremely well in the last 
four overs. They executed 
their plans and it was hard 

to get away. We’ll be fol-
lowing it (England vs Sri 
Lanka), we put ourselves in 
this situation, but hopefully, 
Sri Lanka can do the job for 
us,” Glenn Maxwell said in 
a post-match presentation.

Rashid Khan is mostly fa-
mous for his wrist spin but 
he has always been a handy 
batter. He smashed an un-
beaten 48 off 23 deliveries 
to take Afghanistan close 
to the target. His knock 
consisted of three fours 

and four huge sixes gave 
the Afghan fans something 
to cheer for and guided his 
team to a last-over thriller.

“Afghanistan played really 
well, they struck the ball 
really cleanly. At the start, 
they put us under pressure 
in the powerplay. We were 
able to hold them back but 
then there was some pretty 
clean hitting towards the 
back end and gave us a bit of 
a scare,” said the Australia 
all-rounder. Maxwell’s un-

beaten 54 from 32 deliver-
ies helped Australia reach a 
total of 168/8 in their Super 
12 encounter.

“It was nice to have an 
impact in the field. I knew 
I wasn’t going to have much 
of an impact with the ball 
with the conditions they 
were in. To have an impact is 
nice. During the day, it was 
quite slow and taking spin, 
it was holding up a little bit. 
It was quite hard to press 
the issue,” Maxwell said.
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Australia’s Glenn Maxwell plays a shot during the match between Afghanistan and Australia
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Glenn Maxwell’s un-
beaten 54 from 32 
deliveries followed 

by Adam Zampa and Josh 
Hazlewood’s brilliant spells 
guided Australia to a 4-run 
victory over Afghanistan in 
their Super 12 clash of the on-
going T20 World Cup 2022 
here at Adelaide Oval on Fri-
day.

Rashid Khan scored the 
highest for Afghanistan with 
unbeaten 48 runs off 23 de-
liveries while Gulbadin Naib 
played a knock of 39 off 23 
balls. For Australia Zampa 
and Hazlewood bagged two 
wickets each respectively. 
The result means the hosts 
and defending champions 
need Sri Lanka to beat Eng-
land on Saturday to make the 
semi-finals.

Chasing a target of 169, Af-
ghanistan got off to a bad start 
as they lost their openers Us-
man Ghani and Rahmanul-
lah Gurbaz in under 6 overs 
of the game. Usman Ghani 
was sent packing by Josh Ha-

zlewood after scoring 2 runs 
off 7 balls. Kane Richardson 
then gave Afghanistan an-
other blow as he dismissed 
Gurbaz for 30 off 17 in the 6th 
over of the game. New batters 
Ibrahim Zadran and Gulba-
din Naib then held the charge 
as they kept piling runs while 
scoring boundaries at regular 
intervals. After 10 over Af-
ghanistan’s score read 72-2.

Gulbadin and Zadran then 
opened their hands and 
slammed Richardson for 17 
runs with the help of two 

fours and one six. The 13th 
over delivered by Pat Cum-
mins was one of the most 
economical as the pacer con-
ceded just 2 runs. Gulbadin’s 
blistering knock of 39 off 23 
was cut short as he was run 
out by Glenn Maxwell.

Adam Zampa then sent 
Zadran packing after scor-
ing 26 off 33, on the fourth 
delivery of Zampa’s over saw 
the bowler deliver a stunning 
bowl to dismiss Najibullah 
Zadran for a two-ball duck. 
In the 14th over delivered 

by Zampa Australia bagged 
three wickets while conced-
ing just three runs, leaving 
Afghanistan tottering at 99/4. 
Josh Hazlewood was brought 
back in the attack and the 
pacer delivered a stunning 
bowl to dismiss Mohammad 
Nabi for just one run. Rashid 
Khan then came out to join 
hands with Darwish Rasooli 
on the crease.

Rashid Khan then slammed 
back-to-back two sixes on the 
delivery of Richardson in the 
18th over of the game. Cour-
tesy of Rashid’s fone innings 
Afghanistan’s winning equa-
tion went down to 21 needed 
off the final over. On the first 
ball of the last over Darwish 
Rasooli was run out by Mar-
cus Stoinis after scoring 15 off 
13. Rashid then slammed two 
fours and a six in the last over 
but failed to guide his team 
home and handed Australia 
a 4-run victory in a thrilling 
clash.

Earlier, Glenn Maxwell’s 
half-century propelled Aus-
tralia to 168/8 against Af-
ghanistan at the Adelaide 
Oval in the Super-12 encoun-

ter. Mitchell Marsh and Max-
well played handy knocks for 
the team to take Australia to a 
par score after losing wickets 
at a regular level. After being 
put into bat first, Australia 
started fiercely with opener 
David Warner firing on all 
cylinders from the start of 
the inning. Warner smashed 
three boundaries in the sec-
ond over to bag 16 runs off the 
second over.

However, his opening bat-
ter Cameron Green could not 
replicate Warner’s success 
and walked back to the pavil-
ion after getting dismissed for 
3(2) in the third over. Mitchell 
Marsh walked in at number 
three with great responsibil-
ity on his shoulders in the ab-
sence of Aaron Finch.

Warner kept scoring 
boundaries for the Aussie 
team to keep the scoring rate 
at a decent pace and Aus-
tralia looked on course to a 
great powerplay but Naveen-
ul-Haq bowled a superb last 
powerplay over to dismiss 
Warner and Steve Smith to 
reduce Australia to 54/3 at 
the end of the six overs.

Marsh looked to place the 
ball in gaps before exploding 
in the ninth over to smash 
Gulbadin Naib for 16 runs 
with the help of a six and 
two boundaries. Australia 
reached the 10-over mark at 
85/3 with Marsh and Marcus 
Stoinis at the crease.

Afghan spinner Mujeeb Ur 
Rahman dismissed Marsh 
in the 11th over to bring out 
Glenn Maxwell on the crease. 
Maxwell went after the Af-
ghan bowlers right from the 
start to help Australia up its 
run rate.

Stoinis on the other hand 
was struggling to get going 
and was dismissed by Rashid 
Khan for 25(21) in the 16th 
over. Despite the fall of wick-
ets Maxwell continued play-
ing the big shots and notched 
up his half-century off 29 
deliveries. He helped Aus-
tralia get to 168/8 at the end 
of the 20 overs. The batter re-
mained unbeaten and carried 
his bat through the inning.

Naveen-ul-Haq was the 
pick of the bowlers picking 
up three wickets while giving 
away just 21 runs.

T20 WORLD CUP 
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Afghanistan’s Rahmanullah Gurbaz run between the wickets during 
the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022 Super 12 Group 1 match between 
Afghanistan and Australia, at Adelaide Oval, in Adelaide on Friday. 

MAXWELL, ZAMPA GUIDE AUSTRALIA 
TO 4-RUN WIN OVER AFGHANISTAN

VIRTUAL MEETING

BELGIUM, NETHERLANDS TO CO-HOST MEN’S, WOMEN’S 
FIH HOCKEY WORLD CUPS IN 2026
Belgium and the Netherlands 
will jointly host the men’s and 
women’s FIH Hockey World 
Cups in 2026, the Internation-
al Hockey Federation (FIH) 
announced on Thursday.

The two FIH Hockey World 
Cups will be held simultane-
ously in July or August 2026 
in Amsterdam/Amstelveen 
in the Netherlands and Wavre 
in Belgium. Both the women’s 
and men’s teams will play at 
both venues. “Meeting virtu-
ally on the eve of the start of 
the 48th FIH Congress under 
the chairmanship of FIH Act-
ing President Seif Ahmed, 
the Executive Board of the 
International Hockey Fed-
eration (FIH) today selected 
Belgium and the Netherlands 

to jointly host the 2026 FIH 
Hockey Women’s and Men’s 
World Cups simultaneously. 
The combined event will take 
place in July or August 2026 
in Amsterdam/Amstelveen, 
Netherlands and Wavre, Bel-
gium, with female and male 
teams playing in both venues.

“The proposed format for 
the match schedule - with 
one local team, Belgium or the 
Netherlands, playing each day 
in order to make sure to fill the 
venues every day - the partic-
ular solid financial foundation 
of this bid - including the sup-
port from the host broadcast-

ers - as well as the athletes’ 
performance and well-being 
have been instrumental in the 
EB’s decision,” FIH said in an 
official statement.

The FIH also offered the 
match schedule with at least 
one host team - Belgium or 
the Netherlands - playing each 
day during the group stages to 
secure better turnouts at sta-
diums.

Further, the FIH announced 
that the winners of the FIH 
Hockey Pro League 2023-24 
and 2024-25 seasons will di-
rectly receive a qualification 
for the FIH World Cup 2026. 
If the 2024-25 Pro League 
winner has already qualified 
previously, the runner-up 
will be awarded the direct 
qualification. “On behalf of 
FIH, I would like to thank 

wholeheartedly all National 
Associations that submitted 
a bid. We received excellent 
proposals and it was, there-
fore, a particularly challeng-
ing task to decide. We’re very 
much looking forward to 
working with the National 
Associations of the current 
Women’s and Men’s World 
and Olympic Champions, the 
Netherlands and Belgium re-
spectively, that will undoubt-
edly put together outstanding 
World Cups!” commenting on 
the decision, FIH CEO Thier-
ry Weil said.

The Netherlands are the de-
fending champions at the FIH 
Women’s Hockey World Cup 
2026. The Dutch defeated Ar-
gentina in the hockey World 
Cup 2022 final in Terrassa, 
Spain. 

India women’s hockey team
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SATWIK-CHIRAG REACH 
QUARTERFINALS, MALVIKA BANSOD 
UPSETS KIRSTY GILMOUR

TREESA-
GOPICHAND 
ADVANCE TO 
SEMIFINAL

India ’s  Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty defeated Rory 
Easton and Zach Russ of 
England in the pre-quar-
terfinal of the Hylo Open 
2022 BWF Super 300 
competition on Thursday 
in Saarbrucken, Germany.
The Indian duo won 22-
24, 21-15, 21-11, defeating 
the Easton-Russ combo, 
ranked No. 56 in the 
world in badminton. Af-
ter a thrilling first period 
in which both teams trad-
ed back-to-back points, 
Easton and Russ main-
tained their composure to 
win the first game.

Early on in the second 
game, it was close, but 
Rankireddy and Shetty hit 
a tee shot from 8-7 to win 
by six points and force a 
final.

The Indian pair set the 
tone for the third game 
by scoring nine points in 
a row to open the contest. 
The eighth-ranked team 
of Satwik-Chirag easily 
won the third game by a 

score of 10 to proceed to 
the men’s doubles quar-
terfinals.

At the Hylo Open 2022 
on Friday, Rankireddy 
and Shetty will take on 
the seventh-seeded Eng-
lish team of Ben Lane and 
Sean Vendy. The Indians 
defeated the other pair to 
win the gold medal in the 
Commonwealth Games 
earlier this year, which 
was their most recent en-
counter.

The Indian ace shut-
tler duo recently won the 
French Open tournament 
held in France.

Later on in the day, in the 
round of 16 of the wom-
en’s singles competition, 
Malvika Bansod, age 21, 
defeated Kirsty Gilmour, 
a bronze medalist from 
Scotland in the 2018 Com-
monwealth Games. In a 
tense first game, Bansod 
maintained composure 
to win 24-22. In the sec-
ond game, the world No. 
39 went on to win seven 
straight points before an 
injured Gilmour quit with 
a score of 19-7 in Bansod’s 
favour.

On Friday, Malvika Ban-
sod will compete in the 
women’s singles quarterfi-
nal of the Hylo Open 2022 
against Gregoria Mariska 
Tunjung of Indonesia.

Kidambi Srikanth de-
feated world No. 43, Ar-
naud Merkle of France, in 
the final match of the day 
11-21, 21-13, 21-10 to go to 
the men’s singles quarter-
finals.

The French player won 
the opening game thanks 
to a string of rapid points 
near the conclusion. 
However, the silver med-
alist from the 2021 World 
Championships rediscov-
ered his form in the sec-
ond game to extend the 
contest to three games.

In the third game, Kid-
ambi Srikanth demon-
strated his superiority by 
winning by an 11-point 
margin. The sixth-seeded 
Jonatan Christie of Indo-
nesia is the opponent for 
the 29-year-old Indian 
shuttler.

Earlier Saina Nehwal 
lost her opening game in 
the event to crash out of 
the Hylo Open 2022. 

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty 
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The women’s doubles pair 
of Treesa Jolly and Gayatri 
Gopichand advanced to the 
semifinal of the ongoing 
Hylo Open after clinching a 
win over the Chinese Taipei 
duo of Hsu Ya Ching and Lin 
Wan Ching in the quarterfi-
nal of the tournament.

The Indian duo emerged 
victorious over their opposi-
tion by 21-17, 18-21, 21-8 in a 
closely contested match. The 
first two games were closely 
contested, with the Indian 
pair winning the first and 
their opponents getting the 
second one. This set up a de-
cider, which Jolly and Gopi-
chand won in a one-sided 
manner by 21-8. Later to-
night, shuttlers like Malvika 
Bansod, Kidambi Srikanth, 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
and Chirag Shetty will be 
in action. The tournament 
started from 1 November 
onwards and will go on till 6 
November. 

Mohammad Nabi 


