
Gruesome 

Bihar woman set on fire 
over suspicion of witchcraft

A woman died after she was 
set on fire by Pachmah vil-
lagers in Bihar’s Gaya over 
the suspicion of practising 
witchcraft, according to the 
police. 

According to Deputy 
Superintendent of Police, 
Imamganj, Gaya, Manoj 
Ram, the villagers entered 
her house where she was 

“mob lynched”. “A woman 
died after she was set on fire 

by villagers, in Pachmah 
village in Gaya district, over 
suspicion of practising 
witchcraft. Villagers along 
with an occultist entered 
her house where she was 
mob lynched by them,” he 
said. 

As per the available infor-
mation, locals attacked and 
forced the local police team 
to return that had reached 
the spot to rescue the wom-
an, identified as Rita Devi, 
45, wife of Arjun Das.

A case under sections 302 

and 436 of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC) and provisions 
of Witchcraft Act was reg-
istered and nine women 
were arrested in the case. A 
search is on to apprehend 
the men accused in the 
murder, said senior super-
intendent of police (SSP) 
Harpreet Kaur. 

Police could enter the vil-
lage and make arrests late 
evening only after heavy re-
inforcement with sufficient 
women constables arrived 
under SDPO Manoj Ram.

TDG NeTwork
Gaya

In a clear sign of people’s 
confidence, the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) on 

Sunday won four of the seven 
assembly seats in the bypolls 
across the country. 

The BJP has won in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Gola Gokrannath, 
Haryana’s Adampur, Bihar’s 
Gopalganj, and Odisha’s 
Dhamnagar. The Tejashwi 
Yadav-led Rashtriya Janata 
Dal has won in Bihar’s Mo-
kama. K Chandrashekar’s 
Rao’s Telangana Rashtriya 

Samithi won in Munugode 
and the Uddhav Thackeray-
led Shiv Sena faction won in 
Mumbai’s Andheri East seat. 

Uddhav Thackeray fac-
tion won its first election 
after a BJP-backed coup led 
by Eknath Shinde split Shiv 
Sena. Shiv Sena (Uddhav 

Balasaheb Thackeray) can-
didate Rutuja Ramesh Latke 
won Andheri East bypoll 
by a margin of 64,959 votes. 
According to Election Com-
mission, with 66,530 votes, 
Latke got 76.85 per cent of 
the total votes. “This victory 
is of my husband and the de-

velopment works he did in 
Andheri. I will go to the elec-
tion centre now and later to 
Matoshree to seek blessings,” 
Latke said after the results 
were declared.  Rutuja Latke 
is the wife of incumbent Sena 
MLA Ramesh Latke whose 
death in May necessitated the 

poll. The polling was held on 
3 November.

The BJP registered a slim 
victory in RJD president 
Lalu Prasad’s home district 
of Gopalganj. However, RJD 
candidate Neelam Devi, wife 
of Anant Singh who was 
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Addressing his first election rally in his home state on Sun-
day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said the forces that 
spread hatred and defame Gujarat will be thrown out of the 
state in the assembly elections next month. 

The United Nations Climate 
Change Conference, com-
monly referred to as Confer-
ence of the Parties of the UN-
FCCC, or COP27, opened in 
the Egyptian resort town of 
Sharm el-Sheikh on Sunday. 
“Our conference which 
starts today is the 27th ses-
sion and 30 years of the 
journey we started together 
in the life of UNFCCC (UN 
Framework Convention 
on Climate Change),” said 
COP27 President Sameh 
Shoukry during the open-
ing plenary. 
“Egypt is determined... to 
renew our commitments, 
scale up our ambitions and 
to seriously start the imple-

mentation and achieve 
collective bilateral action 
through efficiently dealing 
with humanity’s biggest 
challenge in modern times,” 
he added. 

This year’s UN Climate 
Conference takes place in 
Sharm el-Sheikh, against a 
backdrop of extreme weath-
er events worldwide, an en-
ergy crisis propelled by the 
war in Ukraine, and scien-
tific data reiterating that the 
world is not doing enough 
to tackle carbon emissions 
and protect the future of our 
planet. 

The COPs are the biggest 
and most important annual 
climate-related conferences 
on the planet, according to 
UN News. 

In 1992, the UN organised 

the Earth Summit in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, in which the 
UNFCCC was adopted and 
its coordinating agency - 
what we know now as the 
UN Climate Change secre-
tariat - was put into place. 

In this treaty, nations 
agreed to “stabilize green-
house gas concentrations in 
the atmosphere to prevent 
dangerous interference from 
human activity on the cli-
mate system”. So far, 197 dif-
ferent parties have signed it. 

Since 1994, when the treaty 
entered into force, every year 
the UN has been bringing to-
gether almost every country 
on earth for global climate 
summits or “COPs”, which 
stands for ‘Conference of 
the Parties’. 

verdIcT on ews 
QuoTa on mondaY 
new delhi: a Con-
stitution Bench of the 
Supreme Court would 
pronounce the judge-
ment on ewS quota on 7 
november. in 2019, a nGO 
Janhit abhiyan Chal-
lenged 103rd amendment 
of the Constitution which 
provides 10% reservation 
for economically weaker 
Section People of the 
socity. ‘Janhit abhiyan’ 
sought nullification of 
the said bill.  a five-judge 
Constitution bench 
headed by Chief Justice 
Uday Umesh lalit would 
deliver the verdict in the 
matter, according to the 
cause list of november 
7 uploaded on the apex 
court website.

TwITTer To 
Launch 
LonG-form TexT 
waShinGtOn: elon 
Musk’s newly acquired 
micro-blogging platform 
twitter has announced 
that the application will 
soon allow users to add 
long-form text to their 
tweets. taking to twit-
ter, Musk said, “twitter 
will soon add ability to 
attach long-form text to 
tweets, ending absurdity 
of notepad screenshots.” 
he further added that 
this will be followed by 
creator monetization for 
all forms of content 
in another cryptic tweet, 
elon Musk took a dig at 
the search feature of 
twitter and said that it 
will get better in future. 

“Search within twitter 
reminds me of infoseek 
in ‘98! that will also get a 
lot better pronto,” Musk 
added.

top of the day

Suryakumar Yadav played 
yet another breathtaking 
knock of an unbeaten 61 
from 25 balls followed by su-
perb bowling from the bowl-
ers helped India bundle out 

Zimbabwe for 115 to clinch 
a 71-run win in their final 
Group 2, Super 12 match of 
the ongoing ICC T20 World 
Cup at Melbourne on Sunday. 
India close out the Super 12s 
with a comfortable win to top 
their group - they will play 
England in Thursday’s semi-

final at Adelaide. With four 
wins out of their five matches, 
India have 8 points. Defend-
ing a target of 187, India got 
off to a flying start as vet-
eran bowler Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar started the innings 
with a wicket on the very first 

Two cheetahs among the 
eight brought from Namibia, 
has been shifted to a larger 
enclosure of Kuno National 
Park, Madhya Pradesh’s 
Sheopur district.  

Divisional Forest Officer 
(DFO) of Kuno Wildlife Cir-
cle Prakash Kumar Verma 

said, “After the completion 
of the quarantine period of 
the cheetahs brought from 
Namibia, two male Chee-
tahs have been released in 
a big enclosure. The rest of 
the cheetahs will also be re-
leased in a phase-wise man-
ner soon”. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Sunday 
expressed his delight over 

the release of two cheetahs 
in the bigger enclosure. The 
Prime Minister said that 
the other cheetahs will be 
released soon. Sharing the 
video of the cheetahs, PM 
Modi tweeted, “Great news! 
Am told that after the man-
datory quarantine, 2 chee-
tahs have been released to a 
bigger enclosure for further 
adaptation to the Kuno hab-

itat. Others will be released 
soon. I’m also glad to know 
that all cheetahs are healthy, 
active and adjusting well.”

The release was made fol-
lowing a no-objection cer-
tificate from the Ministry of 
Animal Husbandry for eight 
cheetahs to be released in a 
big enclosure. “The Chee-
tahs were found free from 

Ahead of the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 
polls, Delhi State Election 
Commission convened an 
all-party meeting on Monday. 
This meeting will be held at 
the Nigam Bhawan, Kash-
mere Gate. Delhi State Elec-
tion on Friday announced 
the schedule for MCD elec-
tions.  MCD elections will be 
held on December 4 while 
the counting of votes will be 
done on 7 December. 

Addressing a press con-
ference on Friday, the Delhi 
State Election Commis-
sioner Commissioner Vijay 
Dev said that the Model 
code of conduct has been 
implemented in Delhi from 
4 November. 
“The issue of notification 
will be on 7 November and 
will end on November 14. 
The last date of withdrawal 
of candidature is 19 Novem-
ber. Voting for the polls will 
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Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) candidate 
Bhavya Bishnoi has won the Adampur seat 
in Haryana on Sunday. Bhavya is the son of 
BJP leader Kuldeep Bishnoi who had vacated 
the seat after resigning from Congress to join 
the BJP in August. 

Haryana Chief Minister, Manohar Lal 
Khattar congratulated Bhavya for this great 

achievement. The Chief Minister expressed 
gratitude to the Adampur voters for reaffirm-
ing their faith and trust in the government. 
He said that this is the victory of the Prime 
Minister, Narendra Modi’s policies and de-
velopment vision. 

Haryana’s Adampur seat--which is consid-
ered a stronghold of Bishnoi-- had witnessed 
the contest between BJP, Congress, Indian 
National Lok Dal, and the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP). Bhavya won the Adampur assembly 

seat with as many as 67,376 votes, while the 
Congress-fielded Jai Prakash received 51,662 
votes. The Indian National Lok Dal-picked 
candidate, who has also been a Congress reb-
el, Kurda Ram Nambardar garnered 5,241 and 
Aam Aadmi Party’s Satinder Singh received 
3413 votes. 

This poll was necessitated after the younger 
son of former Haryana chief minister Bhajan 
Lal-- Kuldeep Bishnoi, who is also the father 
of Bhavya Bishnoi-- resigned from the post 

and decided to switch sides from Congress 
to BJP in August this year. 

Manohar Lal said that the Adampur assem-
bly constituency has now got a young MLA in 
the form of Bhavya Bishnoi who will set a new 
paradigm of development in the area. He said 
that the victory of our candidate in the Ad-
ampur by-election has shown that the people 
have trust and faith in the BJP’s ideology of 
inclusive development. The Chief Minister 

The ruling Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) on Sunday 
promised to implement the 
Uniform Civil Code (UCC), 
which is part of the party’s 

national agenda. This is the 
third BJP-ruled state that 
has proclaimed to imple-
ment the controversial pol-
icy. The BJP has also vowed 
to implement the UCC in 
poll-bound 

 TRS, RJD, Shiv Sena Uddhav faction bag one seat each
 BJP terms the victory in four seats as ‘spectacular’
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 disqualified 
after being con-
victed of illegally 
keeping guns, 

won in Bihar’s Mokama. 
With a margin of 16,741 votes, 
Rashtriya Janata Dal candi-
date Neelam Devi has suc-
cessfully managed to register 
her victory at the Mokama as-
sembly by-election in Bihar. 
Mokama, which has always 
been a stronghold of Neelam 
Devi’s husband Anant since 
2005, had seen a major con-
test between BJP and RJD as 
it was the first election that 
took place after Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar parted his 
ways with BJP and joined 
hands with RJD and Con-
gress to form a Grand Alli-
ance government, here. The 

disqualification of Anant 
Singh in Arms Act case had 
necessitated the by-elections 
here for which the BJP had 
fielded Sonam Devi as its can-
didate who garnered a total 
of 62,939 votes.  In Haryana, 
former chief minister Bha-
jan Lal’s family seat Adam-
pur decided his grandson 
Bhavya Bishnoi can carry the 
68-year legacy forward after 
switching from the Congress 
to BJP.  Bhavya’s father Kul-
deep Bishnoi, who led the 
family into the BJP, resigned 
as Adampur MLA as he de-
fected, leading to this bypoll. 
In Telangana, Munugode saw 
the ruling TRS win against 
sworn rival BJP with a mar-
gin of over 10,000 votes. For 
KCR, the Munugode bypoll 

was a prestige battle as a BJP 
victory would have signalled 
a crack in the TRS’ defensive 
line, through which the BJP 
would have entered and 
worked to expand its pres-
ence. 

In its stronghold UP, the 
BJP retained the Gola Go-
karannath seat, which fell 
vacant after the death of its 
MLA Arvind Giri on Sep-
tember 6. The BSP and Con-
gress kept away, resulting in 
a direct fight between Arvind 
Giri’s son Aman Giri (BJP) 
and the Samajwadi Party’s 
Vinay Tiwari, a former MLA.  

The BJP candidate Aman 
Giri won the Gola Gokarn-
nath by-election in Uttar 
Pradesh with a margin of 
34,298 votes.

This year 
marks the 

27th annual sum-
mit, or COP27. 

L a s t  y e a r ’s 
COP26, which marked five 
years since the signing of the 
Paris Agreement, culminat-
ed in the Glasgow Climate 
Pact, which kept the goal of 
curbing global warming to 
1.5 degrees Celsius alive.

During his 25-minute 
long speech, PM Modi also 
launched a new election 
slogan in Gujarati… “Aa Gu-

jarat, me banavyun che” (This Gujarat 
is made by me). He said that sitting in 
Delhi, I am getting inputs that BJP will 
win Gujarat this time with a record 
margin.

PM Modi further said that he has 
come here to break his previous record 
(with a big margin of victory). “I have 
told Gujarat BJP that I am ready to give 

enough time for campaigning. We are 
working continuously for the devel-
opment of Gujarat. Every Gujarati is 
full of confidence, so when Gujaratis 
speak, a voice emanates from within 
them – they have made this Gujarat. 
PM Modi said that today is the time to 
give a message to the whole world that 

“Aa Gujarat, Main Banavu Che”, let us 
make Gujarat.”
“Neither Chief Minister Bhupendra 
Patel nor PM Modi is contesting this 
election. Dear brothers and sisters of 

Gujarat are fighting this election. The 
opportunity has come to develop the 
entire Gujarat and society by standing 
shoulder to shoulder and living togeth-
er,” he said while addressing the rally.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister attended 
the mass wedding ceremony ‘Papa Ni 
Pari’ Lagnotsav 2022 in Bhavnagar. In 
this mass wedding programme, 552 
girls who lost their parents partici-
pated. Prime Minister was present at 
the occasion to bless the newlywed 
couples.

climate cHaNge 
HumaNity’s 
biggest 
cHalleNge: 
coP27 

We have made this Gujarat: PM Modi 
launches new poll slogan in home state

QuaraNtiNe over: 2 cHeetaHs released to ParK,  
Pm modi says ‘great News’

bowl of his 
first over as he dis-
missed Zimbabwe 
opener Wessely 

Madhevere for zero.
Brief Scores: India 186/5: 

(Suryakumar Yadav 61*, KL 
Rahul 51, Sean Williams 2/9) 
vs Zimbabwe 115 (Ryan Burl 
35, Sikandar Raza 34; Ravi-
chandran Ashwin 3-22).

Gujarat. 
Earlier, Ut-

tarakhand decid-
ed to go for UCC. 

Releasing the 
manifesto, which the party 
has termed as ‘Sankalp 
Patra’, the national party 
president J.P. Nadda in the 
presence of Chief Minister 
Jayaram Thakur said 33 per 
cent government jobs will 
be reserved for women in 
the state. he BJP has also 
pledged to conduct a sur-
vey to check for illegal ac-
tivities, if any, in all Waqf 
properties across the state. 

Addressing the media 
after releasing the party’s 
manifesto, Nadda said, “We 
also promise to increase al-
location for girls for mar-

riage from the earlier Rs 
31,000 to Rs 51,000. We 
will also provide school 
girls, between classes 6 
and 12, with bicycles as 
well as interest-free loans 
for women entrepreneurs. 
Three free LPG cylinders 
will be provided per year 
to poor women. Poor fami-
lies will be enrolled in Atal 
Pension Yojana. We will 
also develop a mechanism 
to provide cheap fodder fa-
cilities for animals.” 

“All Himachali villages 
will be connected through 
pucca and all-weather 
roads. We will also imple-
ment the ‘CM Anna Datta 
Scheme’ as part of which 
Rs 3,000 each will be 
transferred directly to the 

farmers’ accounts. Over 9 
lakh farmers will benefit 
from the scheme. The BJP 
will launch an initiative 
called ‘Shakti’ to develop 
infrastructure, transporta-
tion and religious places. 
Remote places will be con-
nected by roads. To boost 
the local market and small-
scale industries, the BJP 
government would also 
levy 12 per cent tax for 
apple packaging and addi-
tional GST will be paid by 
the state government. Five 
new medical colleges will 
be established and mobile 
clinic vans will be dou-
bled,” the BJP president 
added. 

BJP will provide mon-
etary aid of Rs 25,000 to all 

pregnant women in order 
to ensure good health of 
pregnant women and their 
new born babies, the mani-
festo mentioned, adding, 
five new medical colleges 
will be opened. Mobile 
clinic van will go to every 
assembly constituency. 

However, there is no 
mention in the manifesto 
regarding restoration of 
old pension.  It has only 
promised that whatever 
irregularities are there by 
the employees, they will 
be removed. Former BJP 
in-charge Mangal Pandey 
said that a committee has 
been formed regarding 
the restoration of old pen-
sion scheme, it will decide 
what to do. 

be on De-
cember 4 and the 
results will be an-
nounced on 7 De-

cember,” Vijay Dev had said. 
Vijay Dev said that the de-
limitation process in Delhi 
has been completed and 
polling stations have been 
redrawn. 
“Now we are prepared for 
250 wards in Delhi. The 
municipal corporation of 
Delhi has jurisdiction in 68 

constituencies. 42 seats are 
reserved for SCs,” he said. 
The state election commis-
sion also announced the 
number of seats reserved for 
the scheduled caste women 
and women of the general 
category. 
“Out of those 42 seats for 
SC, 21 seats will be for SC 
women. 104 seats will be 
reserved for women,” said 
Vijay Dev. 

The total number of civic 

body poll wards in the na-
tional capital was reduced 
from 272 to 250 following 
a notification issued by the 
Ministry of Home Affairs on 
Tuesday pertaining to the re-
drawing of wards of the Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Delhi. 
After the ‘delimitation’ of 
MCD wards by the central 
government, the total num-
ber of wards in the MCD will 
amount to 250 of which 42 
are decided to be reserved.

After investigations into the 
recent clashes involving some 
Muslims and Hindus in the 
city of Leicester, a UK-based 
think tank has debunked 
the narratives that RSS and 
Hindutva groups played 
part in the violent clashes, 
putting the wider Hindu 
community at risk from 

hate, vandalism and assault. 
Charlotte Littlewood, a Re-
search Fellow at the Henry 
Jackson Society, made the 
conclusion after conducting 
interviews with both Muslim 
and Hindu residents, com-
piling social media evidence, 
video evidence, police reports 
and statements.  Contrary 
to press reports at the time, 
Littlewood said the investiga-
tions did not find Hindutva 

groups operating in Leices-
ter but instead discovered a 
micro-community cohesion 
issue falsely presented as an 
issue of organised Hindutva 
groups. She observed a com-
munity cohesion breakdown 
pertaining to loud festivals, 
antisocial behaviour and 
a conflict between Muslim 
youth and Hindu youth 
stemming from territorial 
attitudes towards one another.

also con-
gratulated Kul-
deep Bishnoi on 
the victory of 

Bhavya Bishnoi. ‘
The Chief Minister said that 

the double-engine govern-
ment in Haryana has com-
pletely changed the condition 
and direction of the state by 
getting development works 
done in Haryana. The pres-
ent state government has 
provided clean administra-
tion to the citizens by curb-

ing corruption, casteism, and 
crime. Good governance has 
been established by chang-
ing the system, as a result of 
which today every section of 
the state is satisfied with our 
government. It is the result of 
this that today the public has 
once again shown their faith 
in the government.

He said that under the lead-
ership of the Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi, the NDA 
government was formed at 
the Centre for the first time 

in  2014, since then, the Prime 
Minister has always battled 
against social ills like cas-
teism, nepotism, and cor-
ruption. As a result, India’s 
reputation has significantly 
improved at the global level.

He also said that since the 
formation of the government 
at the Centre under the lead-
ership of Narendra Modi, 
we have been implement-
ing the vision of the Prime 
Minister which is drawing 
outstanding results.

H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e 
opposition is in a weak 
position; and is left with 
no issues to raise in the 
p ub l i c .  Ma n o h a r  L a l 
expressed confidence that 
we will definitely play the 
third innings in Haryana. 
He said that the vision of 
Haryana Ek- Haryanavi 
Ek has proved successful 
in the state. Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar has 
thanked the people for the 
“grand victory” of the BJP 

in Adampur. “I express my 
gratitude to the people for 
providing a ‘grand’ victory by 
blooming lotus in Adampur,” 
CM Manohar Lal Khattar 
tweeted in Hindi.

Reacting to his victory, 
Bhavya said, “This poll was 
not about winning or losing, 
but about the victory margin. 
With the blessings I’ve 
received from my Adampur 
family since the beginning.”

“It is a victory of the policies 
of Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi, of the working of Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar, of the trust of Adampur 
in Chaudhary Bhajan Lal 
family,” Kuldip Bishnoi said.

He further expressed grati-
tude to the Adampur people 
for trusting them. “I thank 
the people of Adampur as 
they trusted us once again,” 
he added. 

Earlier in the day, Bhavya 
Bishnoi had said that the 
polls were about the “victory 
margin”. 

Canada’s city of Brampton mayor, 
Patrick Brown was hackled in a 
temple by the Hindu community 
for allowing anti-India elements 
to conduct their “Khalistan Refer-
endum”.

The mayor was asked by the 
Hindu diaspora to remove hate-
ful banners against Hindus from 
all over the city that read “Sikh 
Infants burnt alive by Hindu 
Mobs,” TAG TV reported. Mayor 
Brampton, Patrick Brown when 
asked that would he remove those 

banners by Khalistanis? “We love 
everyone,” he answered.

Brown was shamed in front of 
four federal parliamentarians, 
three provincial parliamentar-
ians, and two city councilors. 
Liberal MP Chandra Arya ap-
pealed to the audience to cool 
down and said that “We do 
have strong differences but Mr. 
Brown is our guest in the temple”. 
Patrick Brown is a known politi-
cian for creating Hinduphobia 
and Indophobia, according to 
TAG TV.

According to TAG TV, Brown 
and other cities’ mayors have al-

lowed government-funded audi-
toriums and arenas to carry on 
the referendum in the name of 
freedom of expression, but the 
Hindu diaspora is shocked that 
how could Canadian municipal, 
provincial, and federal govern-
ments allow Khalistani ideology 
to nurture in the name of freedom 
of expression since Canada’s larg-
est terrorism “Air India Bombing” 
in 1983 was associated with Kha-
listani ideology.

The diaspora also ponders how 
would Canadian politicians and 
authorities feel if Quebec Referen-
dum happens in India.

Previously in October, as many 
as 400 to 500 people clashed in 
the Canadian city of Mississauga 
during the Diwali celebration. 
Not too long ago, India asked 
Canada to stop the so-called 

“Khalistan Referendums” by the 
anti-India elements on Novem-
ber 6 in Ontario. The Centre has 
asked the Canadian government 
to act against those who promote 
terror and violence against the 
largest democracy in the world. 
Responding to a media query, Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry Spokes-
person Arindam Bagchi said the 
issue of the referendum conduct-

ed by separatist groups has been 
taken up with the Canadian High 
Commission in Delhi and as well 
as with the Canadian authorities.

India has made it clear that it 
will continue to voice these issues 
both in New Delhi, Ottawa and 
elsewhere.
“We have taken it up with the Ca-
nadian High Commission in Delhi 
and also in Canada with the Cana-
dian authorities. We will continue 
to take up these issues both in 
New Delhi, Ottawa & elsewhere,” 
MEA Spokesperson Arindam 
Bagchi stated on so-called “Kha-
listan Referendums” in Canada. 

any infectious disease 
and a final no objec-

tion certificate is accorded to 
Environment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change Ministry,” the 

sources added. The cheetahs are shifted 
in a different enclosure where the leop-
ards are not being traced, Verma added. 

On the occasion of his birthday, PM 
Modi reintroduced cheetahs brought 
from Namibia in Kuno National Park 

as part of his efforts to revitalise and di-
versify the country’s wildlife and habitat. 

Radio collars have been installed in all 
the cheetahs and monitored through 
satellite. Apart from this, there is a 
dedicated monitoring team behind each 
cheetah that keeps monitoring the loca-
tion for 24 hours.

An official from the Ministry further 
said that all arrangements have been 
made for the release of the cheetahs in 

big enclosures and it is likely that all the 
cheetahs will find their new enclosure 
by 10 November. 
“This is already a big success that no 

Animal died in intercontinental translo-
cation and not only this, all the Cheetahs 
that came to India are safe, normal and 
till date did not face any kind of prob-
lems here despite the very long distance 
journey due to our excellent prepara-
tions for them,” said a senior official.

wife factor iN 
corridor of 
Power  
A recent tweet by the 
wife of Deputy Chief 
Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis has cre-
ated slight confusion 
in the power corridor 
of Mumbai. Owing to 
the huge traffic jams 
in the city of Mumbai, 
police provided a pilot 
car to Deputy CM’s wife 
Amrita Fadnavis for 
smooth travel in the 
jam prone areas. To 
everyone’s surprise, 
Amrita posted a tweet 
requesting the Mumbai 
police to withdraw the 
special pilot car for 
her. She said that as a 
common citizen, she 
wants to live like a com-
moner. “I know Mumbai 
experiences huge traffic 
jam .But hope that 
the Shinde –Fadnavis 
Government will clear 
the bottleneck after 
taking up infrastructure 
projects in the city” she 
said. Earlier, the police 
had provided her with Y-
category security cover. 
Now questions are 
being raised on whether 
the Shinde government 
is going slow on the 
infrastructure projects 
for the city to clear the 
bottleneck of the traffic 
jams.

raJastHaN: a 
coNtiNuous 
trouble for 
coNgress 
Rajasthan’s Deputy 
Chief Minister Sachin 
Pilot has again raised 
the issue of rebellion by 
three Ghelot loyalists’ 
legislators for holding 
a parallel legisla-
tive party meeting 
when Congress’ high 
command convened 
the meeting of the leg-
islature party. To save 
his loyal MLA’s Chief 
Minister Ashok Ghelot 
rushed to the capital to 
apprise party president 
Mallikarjun Kharge of 
the situation and the 
dissident activities of 
Pilot. Insiders say that 
Ghelot was politely told 
to campaign for Guja-
rat as he had not been 
seen in Ahmedabad for 
the last few days. The 
day Kharge took over 
as president, it was in 
public view when Rahul 
Gandhi showed a cold 
shoulder to Ghelot. 
With this, Kharge got 
the message on how to 
treat him in the future. 
Meanwhile, Ghelot 
rushed to Gujarat and 
decided to campaign 
for the polls for a few 
days, just to impress 
the high command. He 
was given the charge of 
Gujarat’s elections. On 
the other hand, Ghelot 
has been campaign-
ing in Himachal. He 
is sending a message 
to the high command 
about the bright pros-
pects of the party in the 
coming polls. If by any 
chance the Congress 
wins in Himachal and 
loses in Gujarat, then it 
will be another feather 
in the cap of Pilot to 
claim a reward from 
the high command.
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ALLEGATIONS ON CHAIRMAN ‘SPLENDOUR OF THE SUPREME SPIRIT’

TTD on Saturday categor-
ically denied social me-
dia reports that the TTD 
chairman and the board 
had decided to, invest sur-
plus funds in Securities of 
AP Govt. and GoI bonds.

Describing such reports 
as absolutely false, incor-
rect, and hence denied, 

TTD released a white 
paper on investments 
and Gold deposits it had 
made during period be-
tween 30.06.2019 and 
30.09.2022, the term of 
the present TTD Board 
and its chairman. In a 
status note, the TTD said 
that, as per TTD Rules, it 
had invested in scheduled 
banks at the H1 rate of in-
terest only.

After the BJP emerged victo-
rious at Dhamnagar bypolls 
in Odisha on Sunday, Union 
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han said the victory reflected 
Odisha’s faith in Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.
“This is the victory of truth. 
This is the victory of religion 
and democracy. The people 
of Odisha have unwaver-
ing trust in Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. This is the 
victory of Matrishakti and 
Yuvashakti. I would like to 
thank the people of Dham-
nagar,”; Pradhan told re-
porters here. BJP candidate 
Suryabanshi Suraj won the 
Dhamnagar bypoll in Odisha 
by a margin of 9,881 votes.
According to the Election 
Commission, with 80,351 

votes, Suraj got 49.09% of 
the total votes. Biju Janata 
Dal (BJD) candidate Abanti 
Das came second with 
43.05% of the votes. Sury-
abanshi Suraj is the son of 
former BJP MLA Bishnu 
Sethi, after whose death the 
Assembly seat fell vacant. 
BJP celebrated its victory in 
Dhamnagar.
Taking to Twitter, Pradhan 
said, “Dhamnagar bypoll re-
sult is a victory of democracy. 
It is a victory of the youth 
and women. Gratitude to the 
people of Dhamnagar for re-
posing their faith in Odisha 
BJP, for honouring the legacy 
of late Bishnu bhai and for 
blessing Suryabanshi Suraj. 
The result reflects the mood 
of people in Odisha as well as 
Odisha’s trust in the decisive 
and credible leadership of 
PM Narendra Modi ji. 

Kerala Governor Arif Mo-
hammed Khan addressed 
the Valedictory Session at 
the 15th edition of the Ur-
ban Mobility India (UMI) 
Conference and Expo 
2022 in Kochi on Sunday. 
«The country›s culture 
was remarkable in that its 
thought leaders never ad-
vocated exclusiveness,» he 
said while addressing the 

session. He further said 
that the thought leaders 
suggested that extraordi-
nary brilliance, power, en-
ergy, beauty and capability 
anywhere, be viewed as a 
manifestation of the splen-
dour of the Supreme Spirit. 
«This heritage encour-
aged us to consider wis-
dom, knowledge,  sci-
ence and monuments of 
the mind as the common 
heritage of all mankind. 

We must learn and share 
with each other,» he said. 
The Governor said that mo-
bility was changing at an 
exponential rate and would 
continue to do so at a much 
faster speed in the future. 

He suggested that for sus-
tainable urban mobility to 
become a part of the develop-
ment process, quick decision-
making and successful im-
plementation were essential. 
He called for the engage-

ment of all stakeholders 
to ensure this. Expressing 
deep satisfaction at the Con-
ference organised in Kochi, 
he hoped that it had led to 
the sharing of experiences 
and the generation of new 
ideas which would help 
create sustainable, Aatma 
Nirbhar Urban Mobility. 
The Governor reiterated 
that inclusivity was the key 
to ensuring mobility led to 
sustainable urban trans-

port. He urged that one 
should see the welfare of 
others in one›s own welfare. 
UMI 2023 - Delhi was jointly 
launched by the Governor 
and Union Minister of State 
for Housing and Urban Af-
fairs, Kaushal Kishore on 
the theme - ‹Integrated and 
Resilient Urban Transport›. 
The Awards for ‹Excellence 
in Urban Transport› were 
also distributed at the func-
tion. 

Soon after Rutuja Latke, the 
Shiv Sena candidate of Ud-
dhav Thackeray faction won 
the Andheri East bypolls, Shiv 
Sena leader Uddhav Thac-
keray said that the party won 
the bypoll despite conspiracies. 
“Despite conspiracies against us 
we won the by-election. It is the 
beginning of our victory. 

Our name & symbol were fro-
zen, it’s foolish to speak about 
those due to whom our party’s 
symbol and name were frozen,” 
Thackeray. Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) candidate Murji Patel 
who withdrew his candidature 

from the election said that the 
picture would have been different 
today if the party did not do so. 
Talking to ANI, Latke said, “Best 
wishes to Rutuja Latke for the fu-
ture. Keeping in mind the politi-
cal culture of Maharashtra, BJP 
had decided to take the nomina-
tion among themselves. The pic-
ture would have been different 
today if it had not been done so.” 
Rutuja has retained the seat of her 
husband after leading the And-
heri East bypolls by 66,530 votes. 
“One lakh 20 thousand voters 
coming under Andheri East as-
sembly constituency stayed away 
from voting. This shows that the 
people are with us and they are 
not happy with Shiv Sena and 

MVA. The picture for 2024 will 
be different,” Murji Patel said. 
Meanwhile,  Rutuja  Latke 
said that BJP had no sympa-
thy and if they had any, they 
would not have filled the form. 
“If BJP had any sympathy, they 

would not have filled the form 
earlier. Votes met by NOTA be-
long to BJP...A survey was con-
ducted before the election and 
they knew that they were losing 
hence they withdrew the nomi-
nation of their candidate,” Latke 

said after winning the election. 
Patel further said, “The only 
thing I would like to say to Ud-
dhav Thackeray is that what hap-
pened to Trupti Sawant should 
not happen to Rutuja Latke.” 
BJP had withdrawn its can-
didate from the Andheri East 
by-election on October 17. 
The move was made in sup-
port of the Uddhav Thackeray 
faction’s candidate Rutuja 
Latke, as it withdrew its candi-
date Murji Patel from the seat. 
“The BJP coalition has decided 
to not contest Mumbai’s And-
heri East assembly by-election 
and our candidate Murji Patel 
will withdraw the nomination. 
It is a collective decision by 

both the central and the state 
leadership,” the BJP Maharash-
tra President Chandrashek-
har  Bawankule  had said. 
The BJP leader had further said 
that the party wants Rutuja Latke, 
the candidate from Uddhav’s Shiv 
Sena faction to win the elections. 
“We are taking back our can-
didate as we want Latke Ji to 
win the elections. BJP will 
be contesting the seat in the 
2024 elections,” he had said. 
Meanwhile, Rutuja Latke has 
promised that she will try to 
fulfill the promise made by her 
late husband Ramesh Latke. 
“This victory is of my husband 
and the development works he 
did in Andheri. 

TTD releases white paper after 
reports allege funds misuse

BJP’s victory in Dhamnagar 
bypolls reflects Odisha’s trust 
in PM Modi: Pradhan

INDIA’S THOUGHT-LEADERS NEVER ADVOCATED EXCLUSIVENESS: KERALA GOVERNOR

Uddhav says their party won bypolls despite conspiracies

Haryana Deputy Chief Min-
ister Dushyant Chautala on 
Sunday congratulated Bhavya 
Bishnoi, son of Kuldeep Bish-
noi, who was pitted from the 
Adampur Constituency after 
winning the bypolls.

Taking to Twitter, Deputy 
Chief Minister Dushyant 
Chautala expressed his joy 
over the victory of the Bhartiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and Jannay-
ak Janta Party (JJP) coalition 
in the Adampur bypolls and 
congratulated Bhavya Bish-
noi. “Congratulations to our 
alliance’s candidate, Bhavya 
Bishnoi on winning! This vic-
tory is the seal of the people on 
the pro-bono publico work 
of our government. Hearty 
thanks to the people of Ad-
ampur”; Dushyant Chautala 

tweeted in Hindi. Bishnoi is 
the son of BJP leader Kuldeep 
Bishnoi, who vacated the seat 
after resigning from Congress 
to join the BJP in August.

“It is a victory of the policies 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, of the workings of Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar, of the trust of Adampur in 
Chaudhary Bhajan Lal fam-
ily,” the father of Bhavya Bish-
noi said. He further expressed 
gratitude to the Adampur 
people for trusting them. “I 
thank the people of Adampur 
as they trusted us once again,”; 
he added.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar has 
thanked the people for the 
“grand victory”; of the BJP 
in Adampur. “I express my 
gratitude to the people for 
providing a “grand”; victory 
by blooming lotus in Adam-

pur,”; CM Manohar Lal Khat-
tar tweeted in Hindi . Hary-
ana’s Adampur seat--which 
is considered a stronghold 
of Bishnoi—had witnessed 
the contest between the BJP, 
Congress, Indian National 
Lok Dal, and the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP).  

Bhavya Bishnoi won the 
Adampur assembly seat 
with as many as 67,376 votes, 
while the Congress-fielded 
Jai Prakash received 51,662 
votes. Meanwhile, the Indian 
National Lok Dal-picked can-
didate, who has also been a 
Congress rebel, Kurda Ram 
Nambardar, garnered 5,241 
and Aam Aadmi Party’s Sat-
inder Singh received 3413 
votes. Amid tight security ar-
rangements, the counting of 
the votes for Adampur’s seat 
in Haryana began around 8 
am on Sunday morning. 

DEPUTY CM CHAUTALA 
CONGRATULATES BHAVYA BISHNOI
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IN BIHAR IN UTTAR PRADESH

Former state minis-
ter and BJP leader 
Shahnawaz Hussain 

on Sunday claimed that the 
party will win 40 seats from 
the state in the next Lok 
Sabha polls.

The bypolls were held on 
November 3 for seven as-
sembly seats in six states 
and the counting started 
Sunday morning. “JD(U) 
severed ties with BJP and 
went to RJD but couldn’t 
defeat BJP in Gopalganj. 
Clear message that even 
together they can’t defeat 
BJP” he said. His state-
ment comes after Kusum 
Devi defeated RJD candi-
date Mohan Prasad Gupta 
to win the Gopalganj seat 
in the bypoll. Meanwhile, 
Rashtriya Janata Dal candi-
date Neelam Devi won the 

Mokama seat in Bihar with 
70,746 votes, while BJP’s 
Sonam Devi could garner 
54,258 votes.

“Their victory margin 
went down in Mokama. It 
shows the future is BJP’s. 
We’ll in all 40 seats in LS 

polls” said Hussain. Taking 
a dig at JDU, he said that 
the JDU broke away from 
the BJP and formed a grand 
alliance with RJD, yet 
they could not defeat the 
Bharatiya Janata Party in 
Gopalganj. “As far as their 

win in Mokama is con-
cerned, “chote sarkar”; An-
ant Singh fought the elec-
tion there. RJD and JDU 
made an alliance to fight 
elections yet their margins 
decreased. BJP fought with 
great strength. BJP will win 
40 out of 40 Lok Sabha 
seats”; Bihar’s former min-
ister and BJP leader said.

Lauding the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, he said that people 
are happy with the poli-
cies and the efforts of PM 
Modi. “BJP is blooming 
everywhere in the by-elec-
tion, and there is a wave 
of Bharatiya Janata Party 
everywhere. It is clear that 
the people of the whole 
country are happy with the 
policy of our leader Naren-
dra Modi, so the results of 
the elections are coming in 
our favour,” he added.

BJP SAYS JD(U) FAILED TO WIN GOPALGANJ 
DESPITE SUPPORT FROM RJD
TDG NETWORK
PATNA

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath has ex-
tended his gratitude to the 
people of the Gola Gokaran-
nath Assembly constituency 
as the party won the bypoll 
with a significant margin. 
“Hearty congratulations to all 
the hardworking workers and 
respected voters for the victo-
rious victory of @BJP4UP in 
the by-election in Gola Gokar-
nath Vidhan Sabha seat,” UP 
CM wrote on Twitter.

A senior official said that 
the BJP’s Aman Giri won 
the Gola Gokarannath As-
sembly bypoll on Sunday 
by defeating Samajwadi 
Party candidate Vinay Ti-
wari by over 34,000 votes. 
“Giri won by a margin of 
34,298 votes. “He received 
1,24,810 votes and Tiwari got 
90,512 votes,” the official said. 
Yogi also said that this spec-

tacular victory was a symbol 
of unwavering public faith in 
the double-engine BJP gov-
ernment’s public welfare poli-
cies. Meanwhile, the BJP state 
office resonated with drums 
and celebration after Giri’s vic-
tory. There were firecrackers, 
and sweets were distributed 
in front of the party office in 
Lucknow.

The BJP was seeking to 

retain the Gola Gokaran-
nath seat in Uttar Pradesh, 
which fell vacant after the 
death of BJP MLA Ar-
vind Giri in September. 
With the BSP and the Con-
gress staying away from the 
by-polls, the fight was be-
tween the BJP’s Aman Giri 
and the SP candidate and for-
mer Gola Gokarannath MLA 
Vinay Tiwari.

'Thank you...' CM Yogi after party 
wins Gola Gokarannath bypolls

BJP DOMINATES BYPOLLS IN FOUR STATES

BJP workers celebrate party's win at Gopalganj, Bihar

Winning BJP candidate with supporters. 

Uddhav Thackeray with the victorious candidate Rutuja Latke. 

TOP OF THE DAY

BOMB EXPLODES 
AT TMC PANCHAYAT 
LEADER’S UNDER-
CONSTRUCTION 
HOUSE 
North 24 Parganas: A 
crude bomb exploded at 
an under-construction 
building of Trinamool 
Congress (TMC) Pan-
chayat leader in Deganga 
area of North 24 Parga-
nas district on Sunday. 
The incident took place 
in North Chandpur vil-
lage in Deganga. In the 
incident, two masons 
were injured. They were 
shifted to the hospital. 
Police arrived at the spot 
after the incident and 
recovered three more 
crude bombs from the 
site. 

AIRASIA INDIA 
FLIGHT I5-1427 
ABORTS TAKE-OFF
Pune: AirAsia India 
flight i5-1427 operating 
from Pune to Bengaluru 
cancelled its take-off 
and returned to bay due 
to a technical glitch on 
Sunday, an official said. 
An AirAsia India spokes-
person said, “AirAsia 
India regrets the inconve-
nience to guests caused 
due to the delay.”  The 
aircraft, an Airbus A320, 
was at the runway taxi-
ing for take-off when it 
suddenly aborted the 
take-off and stopped 
after which it returned to 
the apron area. 

RSS HOLDS RALLY 
IN CUDDALORE, 
KALLAKURICHI 
AND PERAMBALUR 
AFTER HC›S NOD
Cuddalore:  Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) workers on Sunday 
carried out their annual 
rallies in Cuddalore, Kal-
lakurichi and Perambalur 
districts in Tamil Nadu. 
The RSS got permis-
sion for their rally from 
Madras High Court 
earlier this week. A heavy 
police force was deployed 
ahead of the RSS march 
at three locations-
Cuddalore, Kallakurichi 
and Perambalur districts 
in the state today. More 
than 2000 policemen and 
home guards including 
Kanchipuram Range DIG 
Satya Priya, Cuddalore, 
Chengalpattu, Tirupattur, 
District Superintendents 
of Police, and 3 Addi-
tional Superintendents of 
Police, 12 Deputy Super-
intendents of Police, over 
100 Police Inspectors 
and Assistant Inspectors 
have been deployed for 
security and to avoid un-
necessary problem.

BJP ANDHRI 
EAST CANDIDATE 
ALLEGES MASSIVE 
VOTER ABSENCE
Mumbai: The Bharatiya 
Janta Party candidate 
Murji Patel who had 
taken back his nomina-
tion from the Andheri by-
poll elections, expressed 
his concern at voters not 
casting their votes and 
said that the situation in 
2024 would be different. 
Earlier on October 17, 
BJP withdrew its candi-
date Murji Patel from the 
Andheri by-poll elections, 
in a move to support 
the Uddhav Thackeray 
faction’s candidate 
Rutuja Latke. “One lakh 
20 thousand voters com-
ing under Andheri East 
assembly constituency 
stayed away from voting. 
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As the Telangana Rashtra 
Samithi (TRS) managed to 
win the Munugode bypoll, 
the party’s state working 
president KT Rama Rao 
on Sunday took a swipe at 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) and said that it failed 
to stop the TRS. TRS leader 
Kusukuntla Prabhakar 
Reddy won the bypoll with 
a majority of 10,309 votes, 
defeating the BJP’s candi-
date, Komatireddy Raj Go-
pal Reddy. Addressing the 
media at Telangana Bhavan 
after the bypolls result, KTR 
said that the BJP failed to 
stop TRS from winning the 

election. “This by-election 
was forced on Munugode 
people by Delhi bosses - 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
and Prime Minister Modi,” 
KTR Rao said. The BJP 
should have the courage 
to accept defeat, KTR said. 
He also congratulated the 
people of Munugode for 
supporting the TRS party. 
He also claimed that the BJP 
spent hundreds of crores to 
win the election. “According 
to our reports, the BJP spent 
hundreds of crores and bags 
of money so that their candi-
date could win in the wrong 
manner. “With money and 
liquor, they wanted to buy 
the Munugode voters,” he 
continued.

Have courage to 
accept defeat: KTR 
takes dig at BJP after 
Munugode bypoll win
TDG NETWORK
HYDERABAD

IN ODISHA IN TELANGANA IN HARYANA 

IN MAHARASHTRA
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As the pollution level has 
gone down marginally, the 
Union government panel 
that recommends steps to 
control pollution in the na-
tional capital region has re-
voked actions under Grad-
ed Response Action Plan 
(GRAP) Stage 4. 

The Sub-Committee re-
voked the order, issued on 3 
November 2022, for actions 
under Stage-IV of the GRAP 
(Graded Response Action 
Plan in Delhi-NCR), with 
immediate effect. 

Actions under Stages-I 
to Stage-III of GRAP shall, 
however, remain invoked 

and will be implemented, 
monitored, and reviewed.

The panel has allowed the 
entry of diesel vehicles into 
Delhi now. 

However, the ban on non-
essential construction activi-
ties will continue.

According to an official 
statement from the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Manage-
ment in the National Capital 
Region (CAQM), actions 
under Stages-I to Stage-III 
of the GRAP shall however 
remain invoked and be 
implemented, monitored, 
and reviewed by all agencies 
concerned in the entire NCR 
to ensure that the AQI levels 
do not slip further into the 
‘Severe’/ ‘Severe +’ category.

Amid the row over conman 
Sukesh Chandrasekhar’s 
purported letter accusing 
jailed Delhi minister Saty-
endar Jain of threatening 
him, Union minister and 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
MP Meenakashi Lekhi said 
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
leader is running a business 
of extortion inside the jail.

“’Vasooli Bhai’ has cheat-
ed ‘maha thug’. Satyendar 
Jain is running a business 
of extortion inside the jail. 
I want to ask Delhi govern-
ment to shift Satyendar Jain 
to some other jail. Kejriwal 

government should explain 
why AAP took Rs 50 crore 
from conman Sukesh Chan-
drasekhar. Kejriwal ji’s office 
is full of corruption and free 
from governance,” Lekhi told 
mediapersons.

Days after writing to Delhi 
Lieutenant-Governor, jailed 
conman alleged that Saty-
endar Jain and ex-Tihar DG 
Sandeep Goel were threaten-
ing him after his complaint 
went public.

In a letter that has been con-
firmed by his lawyer, Sukesh, 
alleged, “Delhi Minister Saty-
endar Jain and ex-Tihar DG 
are threatening me after my 
complaint to Delhi’s L-G went 
public”. 
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POLLUTION LEVEL ONGOING ROW 

GRAP-4 REVOkEd IN 
dELhI-NCR 

MEENAkAshI LEkhI ATTACks 
sATyENdAR JAIN, sAys ‘VAsOOLI 
BhAI ChEATEd MAhA ThUG’                    

CRIME ANd PUNIshMENT 

The Delhi Police on Saturday 
arrested four men in a rob-
bery case from the Greater 
Kailash area of New Delhi 
and recovered jewellery and 
Rs 50 lakh from their pos-
session.

According to DCP South 
Chandan Chowdhary, a 
PCR call was received at the 
Greater Kailash Police Sta-
tion, regarding some thieves 

entering a house with some 
weapons.

“Immediately, the police 
staff reached the house in 
GK Enclave. The police team 
equipped itself with weap-
ons and safely cordoned off 
the house. Thereafter, the 
team noticed movement of 
some suspicious persons 
on the 1st floor of the house 
and quietly covered the floor 
of the house by entering the 
main gate,” said Chandan 
Chowdhary.

“However, sensing the po-
lice presence, the criminals 
shut the door of the room. 
Further, with sincere ef-
forts by the team, the door 
was broken, and the police 
entered the room with due 
precautions and apprehend-
ed two persons red handed 
with the stolen jewellery,” he 
added.

Accordingly, a case under 
sections 380/454/411/34 IPC 
was registered at Police Sta-
tion Greater Kailash. 

FOUR ARREsTEd IN GREATER 
kAILAsh ROBBERy BId

BhARAT JOdO yATRA 

ITV NETWORk sURVEy 

FEdERALIsM 

The Bengaluru Police reg-
istered a case against Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi 
and some other party lead-
ers on Sunday following a 
complaint filed by the MRT 
music label for alleged unau-
thorised use of music from 
Kannada film KGF Chapter 
2 during the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra.

The complaint alleged that 
the party had posted two 
videos during the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra with songs from 
the movie without permis-
sion in violation of the Copy-
right Act.

The FIR was registered in 
the Yashwanthpur police 
station under the provisions 
of the Copyright Act, the In-
formation Technology Act, 
and the Indian Penal Code 
against Rahul Gandhi, Jai-
ram Ramesh, and Supriya 
of Congress.

“The aforementioned un-

lawful actions of the accused 
amount to an offence under 
Section 63 of the Copyrights 
Act. It is also a serious of-
fence amounting to making 
a false electronic record with 
the intention to project the 
same as genuine and thereby 
cheating the public at large,” 

the complaint said.
“Each of the copyrighted 

content of the complainant 
has been illegally stored, 
hosted, downloaded, side-
loaded, and uploaded, there-
by creating infringing copies 
of the sound recording and 
audiovisual content as per 
the Copyright Act, 1957 and 
the same is liable to be hand-
ed over and/or destroyed,” it 
added.

BJP leader Amit Malviya 
took a dig at Congress and 
said the party picked up 
songs from the movie for 
Bharat Jodo Yatra without 
seeking the firm’s permis-
sion.

“After illegally using pic-
ture of Kannada actor Akhil 
Iyer in their campaign, Con-
gress sued again. This time 
by MRT Music, which owns 
the popular music label OF 
KGF2. Congress picked up 
songs from the movie for 
Bharat Jodo Yatra without 
seeking the firm’s permis-
sion,” he said in a tweet.

The assembly elections in 
Himachal Pradesh are just 
around the corner. All 68 
seats in the state will go into 
polls on November 12. To 
claim victory, the parties 
in fray, i.eBhartiyaJanata 
Party (BJP), Indian Nation-
al Congress (INC) and the 
AamAadmi Party (AAP) 
would need to claim victo-
ry in 35 seats. As the count-
down begins, ITV Network 
conducted a survey to 
gauge the political mood 
on ground zero. The survey 
was conducted between 29 
October and 1 November 
and included a total sample 
of 2847 people.

When asked if the people 
of Himachal Pradesh are 
happy with Jairam Thakur-
led BJP government, ma-
jority of the respondents 
(64.49%) said yes, whereas 
28.50% said no and 7.01% 
said can’t say. In addition, 
majority of the respondents 
(71.65%) said that they are 
happy with impressed with 
PM Modi. Only 19.72% said 
no and 8.63% said can’t say. 

Employment (39.07%) 

is going to be the biggest 
election issue in Himachal 
Pradesh, inflation (31.17%), 
development (18.10%), ac-
cording to the respondents. 
However, 11.04% stated 
none of the above. 

While Aam Aadmi Party 
has managed to establish 
strong roots in the na-
tional capital and Punjab, 
the survey suggests that 
winning the polls in Him-
achal Pradesh is going to 
be tough for them as only 
5.81% respondents said that 
the party can give a tough 
fight to BJP in the upcom-
ing elections. Majority of 
the respondents (66.58%) 
said that Congress will be 
putting up a tough fight, 
whereas 27.62% said can’t 
say/ none of the above. 

As per the survey, a 
thumping victory by any 
party is not on cards. 42% 
respondents said that they 
would be voting for BJP, 
37.08% respondents said 
can’t say or none of the 
above and 17.78% respon-
dents said they would be 
voting for Congress. Only 
2.88% respondents said 
that they will be voting for 
AAP. 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
on Saturday dropped a hint that the 
Centre is considering restoring state 
status to Jammu and Kashmir.

During the event of Centre-state re-
lations, ‘Cooperative Federalism: The 
Path Towards Atma Nirbhar Bharat’, 
she said, “Prime Minister (Narendra) 
Modi fully accepted the Finance Com-
mission (report) and that is why today 
states get 42% of the amount (tax col-
lected) now reduced by 41% because 
J&K (Jammu and Kashmir) is no lon-
ger a state. It will soon become... may be 
some time.” She was saying this while 
talking about the distribution of funds 
to the states by the Centre as per the 
recommendations of the 14th Finance 
Commission.

The Finance Minister said, “I am 

serving them transparently without 
corruption. That doesn’t differentiate 
between states and the states ruled by 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) or any 
other parties. All the people should 
have trust in the government, by the 
power in them and the power in us, 
That’s the line that the Prime Minister 
always promotes, and therefore in this 
time, when we are discussing coopera-
tive federalism.”

On people’s trust, she said, “You can’t 
say Modi, you are doing this wrongly 
because the state government doesn’t 
approve of this method. There’s nothing 
in this to disapprove of. And therefore, 
the approach of the prime minister, 
having been a chief minister, is to win 
the trust of a person, not just by get-
ting appointed but in everything that 
he does.”

The Finance Minister also said, “The 
money you pay for tax is as worthy for 

me as the money in my own pocket. I 
have to utilise it to the maximum for 
the common cause. There’s no way the 
money is getting spent on anything else 
except for the common cause. So in this, 
even as a move, the last one of the slo-
gans is: “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, 
Sabka Vishwas, Sabka Prayas.”

She expressed, “That is why the ap-
proach of the government is to empower 
a citizen, give him his basic house, give 
him his toilet, give him the opportuni-
ties he needs, let him be accessible to a 
bank, give him a small amount of loans 
to run his own business, and for that, 
let him not do any attestation from the 
district collector or some government 
official. Let him also not pledge that 
little gold that his wife might have, and 
even if he doesn’t have, search for him 
someone who can give him a guarantee. 
Most of the schemes like Mudra all have 
government guarantee in it.”

FIR lodged against Rahul Gandhi over 
‘unauthorised use’ of KGF-2 music

AAP has a slim chance 
of winning Himachal 
Pradesh polls: Survey

Government considering restoring state 
status to J K, FM Sitharaman drops hint                    
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EXCLUsIVE 

GUIdELINEs 

Bharatiya National 
Party (BJP) president 
J.P. Nadda on Sunday 

spoke to the ITV Network 
ahead of the polls in Gujarat 
and Himachal Pradesh. 

In an exclusive conversa-
tion, J.P. Nadda expressed 
confidence that the BJP will 
win comfortably in both 
states.

When asked about the 
notion that BJP and Con-
gress rule the state al-
ternately in Himachal 
Pradesh and whether the 
trend will continue this 

year as well, he said, “No, 
this time, the custom will 
change and BJP will rule 

the state. After PM Modi 
became the prime minis-
ter of India and earlier the 

chief minister of Gujarat, 
the political customs in 
Gujarat changed, followed 
by the changing of customs 
in India along with differ-
ent states. We have won the 
elections in Uttar Pradesh, 
Assam, Manipur, and Ut-
tarakhand not once but 
twice, and we have won in 
Goa three times. We will 
win the Himachal Pradesh 
elections as well, based on 
the unbounded love and 
unbreakable trust people 
of Himachal Pradesh have 
in PM Modi.”

Talking about Congress’ 
promise to give Rs 1500 
per month to women and 

whether the BJP would be 
able to counter this card, 
he said, “Our party doesn’t 
work in comparison with 
Congress. We know what 
the Congress party did in 
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh 
and other states. We know 
very well what the party 
will plan for Himachal. I’ll 
say women equally repre-
sent the nation and there-
fore their empowerment is 
necessary.”

Finally, expressing con-
fidence in the BJP’s win in 
both Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh, Nadda said, “BJP 
is winning in both the states 
very comfortably.”

BJP WINNING COMFORTABLy IN 
GUJARAT, hIMAChAL: J.P. NAddA 

Centre allows 6 million tonne sugar export 
for 2022-2023 

saNjay shaRma 
New Delhi

TDG NETWORK
New Delhi 

j.P. Nadda in an exclusive conversation with iTV Network.

Rahul Gandhi

himachal Pradesh Cm jai Ram Thakur during the roadshow for the up-
coming state assembly elections. on sunday.

top of the day

ACCUsEd IN dELhI 
ROAd ACCIdENT 
dIEs WhILE 
EsCAPING
New Delhi: One person 
died in the national capital 
Delhi after being hit by an 
unknown vehicle. “The 
person was an accused, 
escaping from police 
custody when the incident 
happened,” officials 
said. The deceased was 
identified as rahul (22), 
an auto driver, and a 
resident of Majnu ka Tilla. 
On Saturday, a complaint 
was registered against 
the deceased by a woman 
complainant accusing him 
of harassing and misbe-
having with her. The police 
registered the complaint 
of the woman and sent two 
constables and one head 
constable to apprehend 
the accused auto driver. 
acting on the tip-off the 
police officials went to nab 
the auto driver, who was in 
an inebriated condition.  

ChAIN-sNATChING 
ACCUsEd 
ARREsTEd 
IN POLICE 
ENCOUNTER
NOiDa: Noida Police ap-
prehended two criminals, 
accused of chain snatch-
ing, in an intervening 
night’s encounter in 
Bisrakh on 6 November, 
officials said. The arrested 
persons, identified as 
Mohit and himanshu are 
residents of Meerut and 
Muzzaffarnagar respec-
tively. acting on a tip-off 
Noida Police launched a 
search and cordon opera-
tion to arrest the wanted 
criminals.   

REsEARChERs 
FINd WAys 
IMMUNOThERAPy 
AFFECTs COVId-19 
OUTCOMEs
CiNCiNNaTi: researchers 
in a recent study provided 
more information on the 
connection between 
Covid-19 severity and 
immunotherapy for cancer 
patients. The research 
was led by a university of 
Cincinnati researcher and 
Trisha wise-Draper, MD, 
PhD, of the university of 
Cincinnati, is a co-cor-
responding author of the 
study. The findings of the 
study were published in 
JaMa Oncology. Prior to 
this study, there have been 
conflicting findings on how 
immunotherapy for cancer 
treatment affects Covid-19 
outcomes, according to 
wise-Draper. it was be-
lieved that immunotherapy 
would predispose cancer 
patients to worse Covid-19 
disease since immuno-
therapy treatments impair 
and immunosuppress 
patients’ immune systems.

LAsT 8 yEARs ON 
TRACk TO BE ThE 
WARMEsT ON 
RECORd: UN
SharM-el-SheiKh: 
The past eight years are 
on track to be the eight 
warmest on record, 
fuelled by ever-rising 
greenhouse gas concen-
trations and accumulated 
heat. extreme heatwaves, 
drought and devastating 
flooding have affected 
millions and cost billions 
this year, according to the 
wMO’s provisional State of 
the global Climate in 2022 
report.  The uN agency 
responsible for promoting 
international cooperation 
on atmospheric
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In addition to the state-
ment that sugar exports 
were allowed for 6 million 
metric tonne for 2022-23, 
Commerce Minister Piyush 
Goyal on Sunday tweeted 
the guidelines released by 
the government for the sec-
tor during the season.

The guidelines informed 
the chief executive officers 
and managing directors of 
the mills via a statement 
that the government de-
cided to allow the export 

of sugar up to a reasonable 
limit till 31 October 2023. 

In this regard, the govern-
ment has decided to allocate 
sugar mill-wise export quo-
ta of 6 million metric tonnes 
for the exports of 2022–23.

All grades of sugar, raw, 
white, and refined, can be 
exported up to the extent 
of the quantity mentioned. 
It said an export quota of 
6 mt had been pro-rated 
amongst the last three sugar 
seasons by taking into ac-
count the average produc-
tion of sugar achieved by 
the sugar mills.

The guidelines said all 
the sugar mills had been 
allocated a uniform export 
quota of 18.23% of their es-
timated sugar production in 
the season, duly verified by 
the respective cane commis-
sioner.

Mills can export quantities 
of sugar either themselves 
or through exporters or re-
fineries. 

For those mills that are 
not able to dispatch 90% of 
their export quota by 31 May 
2023, 30% of the un-export-
ed quantity out of their al-
located quota would be de-

ducted from their monthly 
domestic quota of July/Au-
gust 2023.

It also said mills can ex-
change their export quota 
(partially/whole) with the 
domestic quota of any other 
sugar mill within 60 days 
from the date of issuance of 
this order.

The guidelines said cus-
toms authorities would 
ensure that sugar would be 
exported by sugar mills, ex-
porters, and domestic refin-
eries on the basis of export 
quotas allocated to mills. 

However, in the case of 

group sugar mills, sugar can 
be exported from any mill 
in the group by furnishing 
a bi- or tri-party agreement 
between the source sugar 
mill, the sugar mill to which 
export quota has been al-
located, and the merchant 
exporter/refinery.

Exporters/sugar mills, and 
refineries can export only 
the export quota quantity 
allocated to them. 

Sugar bought from the 
open market or from domes-
tic mill quotas is not allowed 
to be exported by any sugar 
mill, exporter, or refinery.
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PUNJAB FORMS 
PANEL TO OVERSEE 
PREPARATION FOR 
G-20 SUMMIT
CHANDIGARH: Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann-
led Punjab government 
has formed a sub-cabinet 
committee to oversee the 
preparation for the upcom-
ing G-20 Summit to be held 
at Amritsar. The first meet-
ing of this cabinet commit-
tee will be held on Monday 
in Chandigarh. Divulging 
details, a spokesman of the 
Punjab government said 
that the sub-committee 
has been formed by the 
State Government in view 
of the importance of the 
G-20 Summit, so that on 
this occasion the state of 
Punjab can be presented as 
a Center-of-Tourism on the 
world map.

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DEPT INVITES 
APPLICATIONS FOR 
POSTS IN PUNJAB
CHANDIGARH: Punjab 
government led by Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann is 
making concerted efforts to 
provide employment to the 
youth of the state. Social 
Security, Women and Child 
Development department 
has called applications to 
fill various vacancies under 
Mission Vatsalya. Divulging 
the details, Social Security,  
Women and Child Develop-
ment Minister Dr. Baljit 
Kaur said that the Mission 
Vatsalya scheme has 
launched in April 2022.

SAD GIVES 
ANOTHER CHANCE 
TO BIBI JAGIR 
KAUR TO REPLY
CHANDIGARH: The 
Shiromani Akali Dal on 
Sunday gave its suspended 
leader Bibi Jagir Kaur 
another chance to reply to a 
showcause notice issued to 
her for “anti-party” activi-
ties, even as she refused to 
reconsider her stand on 
contesting the SGPC presi-
dential poll. Kaur, who was 
Shiromani Gurdwara Par-
bandhak Committee (SGPC) 
chief in 1999, 2004 and 2020, 
at a press conference in 
Jalandhar also released her 
manifesto for the November 
9 poll to the apex gurdwara 
body’s top post. She was 
suspended from the SAD on 
Wednesday after she dug 
her heels for contesting the 
election, against the party’s 
wishes. 

STUDENTS WHO 
DON’T GET JOB 
WON’T PAY BOND 
FEE: HARYANA CM
CHANDIGARH: Haryana 
Chief Minister Manohar Lal 
here on Sunday stated that 
the MBBS students who do 
not get a job after complet-
ing their degree would not 
have to pay the bond fee. 
He clarified that the MBBS 
students would be required 
to pay the bond fee only af-
ter they get a job equivalent 
to or better than govern-
ment service. If a student 
is unable to get a job after 
completing the MBBS de-
gree, his/her bond fee/loan 
will be paid by the govern-
ment,” he maintained. 
Haryana Governor-cum-
UHS Chancellor Bandaru 
Dattatreya presided over 
the convocation ceremony. 
Haryana’s budget for health 
and medical education is 
about Rs 11,000 crore.

Sikh pilgrims expressed dis-
appointment after the Paki-
stani authorities rejected 586 
visas, out of a total 1,496 vi-
sas, of Indian Sikhs, wanting 
to visit the Nankana Sahib in 
Pakistan.

“SGPC had applied for 
1,496 visas, out of which, 
910 were approved but 586 
were rejected. The visas are 
valid for 10 days, and those 
whose visas were rejected, 
have been disappointed a 
lot. Government should not 
reject the religious visa,” 
said Harbhajan Singh. 
“Both governments need to 
provide the facility of On Ar-
rival Visa. Visa office must be 
open at Attari wagha Border. 
The buses which used to run 
earlier, for the darshan of the 

Gurdwara of Pakistan were 
also stopped. That should 
run again. Like Delhi Lahore 
bus . Amritsar Nankana Sa-
hib even Samjota Exores 
train have been stopped. We 
should connect the people of 
both the countries through 
religious places,” he further 
stated. Guru Nanak’s birth 
celebrations are scheduled 
to be held in Pakistan from 
November 6-15.

Shiromani Gurdwara 
Parbandhak Committee 
spokesperson Harbhajan 
Singh said that on Novem-
ber 8, the pilgrims will be 
celebrating the Guru Nanak 
Dev’s anniversary at Paki-
stan’s Nankana sahib. Indian 
Sikh pilgrims who will travel 
to Pakistan would visit Dera 
Sahib, Panja Sahib, Nankana 
Sahib and Kartarpur Sahib.

FOR NANKANA SAHIB

Sikh pilgrims express 
displeasure after Pak 
rejects 586 visas
TDG NETWORK  
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Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Jairam Thakur on 
Sunday said that the imple-
mentation of the Uniform 
Civil Code in the state is the 
commitment of his govern-
ment and it will be done.

Calling the UCC a “neces-
sity”, Thakur reiterated the 
party’s commitment to its 
implementation.

“It’s very important. BJP is 
a national party and we feel it 
is a necessity. There are tech-
nical aspects but a commit-
tee will be constituted. We’ll 
go ahead on the path that 
will come out. Implement-
ing UCC is our commitment 
and we’ll do it,” he said while 
speaking to ANI.

The CM said that the Old 
Pension Scheme, though not 
been announced in the mani-
festo, has not been shut down 

and is under consideration.
“OPS is a matter under 

consideration. We’ve not 
announced it but we’re not 
shutting it down. The man-
ner in which they’re (Con-
gress) trying to do it, similar 
announcements were made 
by Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh 
10 months ago. The papers 
have not even moved for-
ward,” he said.

“First commitment is that 
the BJP government will 

bring Uniform Civil Code 
here.  A committee of experts 
will be set up and according 
to their report, UCC will be 
implemented in Himachal. 
The second commitment is 
that the Rs 3,000 per year 
will be added to the Mukhya 
Mantri Annadata Sam-
man Nidhi, besides the PM 
Kisan Samman Nidhi Yo-
jana. Nearly 10 lakh farmers  
will be connected with this,” 
Nadda said.

GOING INTO POLLS

UCC a necessity, OPS not 
shut down: Himachal CM
TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA 

The saffron party, succeeded 
in registering an emphatic 
victory in Adampur bypolls. 
As it was believed from the 
very earlier that the BJP will 
win the election and the 
election results have put the 
Congress on the back foot. In 
a direct electoral contest be-
tween the Congress and the 
BJP, Bhajan Lal’s grandson 
Bhavya Bishnoi, 29, defeat-
ed Jai Prakash, the Congress 
contestant by huge margin 
and the Bhajan Lal’s fam-
ily maintained its winning 
streak from the Adampur 
constituency. 

BJP’s victory clearly indi-
cates that the people have 
faith in the functioning and 
policies of the state govern-
ment. The election proved 
to be a nightmare for the 
Congress as well as the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) and the 
Indian National Lok Dal 
(INLD). The bypolls in the 
Assembly segment in Hisar 
on November 3 saw a turn-
out of 76.45 per cent.

It is worth mentioning that 
Adampur seat has been held 
by Bhajan Lal’s family since 
1968, with the late leader 
representing it on nine oc-
casions, his wife Jasma Devi 
once and Kuldeep on four 
occasions. Kuldeep Bishnoi 
had defeated the late Sonali 
Phogat, who had contested 
on a BJP ticket from Ad-
ampur in the 2019 state as-
sembly elections. In a way, 
this bypoll has stamped on 

the 8-year tenure of Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal and 
the policies of the BJP gov-
ernment. The bypoll had 
become a question of pres-
tige. He had got Kuldeep 
Bishnoi to join BJP and also 
played an important role 
in fielding his son Bhavya 
from this seat. His rally in 
Adampur had changed the 
whole atmosphere. For the  
Congress stalwart Bhupin-
der Singh Hooda, the bypoll 

results proved a nightmare. 
His reputation was at stake 
in this by-election. He and 
his son Deepender Singh 
Hooda had left no stone 
unturned to make the party 
contestant win the Adam-
pur bypolls but the result of 
the polls failed to meet his 
expectations. 

The political experts of the 
opinion that the polls will 
have far-reaching implica-
tions on the forthcoming 
assembly elections to be held 
in 2024. Besides, the AAP 
which was overwhelmed af-
ter forming the government 
in the adjoining Punjab,  also 
could not meet the expecta-
tions in Adampur bypolls 
Congratulating Bhavay 
Bishnoi Kartik Sharma, the 
Rajya Sabha MP  Said that  It 
is a victory of Manohar Lal 
Khattar’s working style.  It 
is evident from the results 
of bypolls that the BJP-JJP 
led state government is con-
tinuously doing excellent 
work. In a way, this victory 
has stamped the working 
style of the BJP-JJP coalition 
government. 

16TH VICTORY

BHAJAN LAL CLAN RETAINS FAMILY 
BASTION IN HARYANA BYPOLL
RAVINDRA MALIK
CHANDIGARH

BJP leader Kuldeep Bishnoi with party candidate and son 
Bhavya, mother Jasma Devi and wife Renuka flash their ink-
marked fingers in Adampur on the voting day.  File photo

HOPING TO RETAIN OFFICE

Bharatiya Janata Party 
national president 
JP Nadda on Sunday 

said that Congress “doesn’t 
believe in its own manifes-
to”, which he claimed, has 
no vision, while also stating 
that the manifesto released 
by the BJP is “taken seri-
ously” by the people.

Nadda’s remarks came 
after releasing the BJP 
manifesto. “Congress party 
doesn’t believe in its own 
manifesto and there’s no 
vision, weightage, and di-
rection in it. Our manifesto 
is done with due diligence 
and is taken seriously by 
people,” Nadda said while 
speaking to the media.

The Congress manifesto 
gives 10 guarantees which 
include the implementation 
of the Old Pension Scheme, 
1 lakh government jobs, 
as many as 5 lakh jobs for 
youth, Rs 680 crore Start-
up fund for the youth, Rs 
1,500 per month to the 
women, and free electric-

ity up to 300 units of con-
sumption.

Participating in the Jan 
Sampark Abhiyan, the BJP 
chief said that the people 
are excited and are blessing 
the party’s campaign.

“The people are excited 
and are blessing our cam-
paign. People have given 

much love to PM Modi and 
have made up their minds 
to bless BJP in the upcom-
ing election on November 
12,” he said.

Earlier today, the BJP 
chief detailed the 11 com-
mitments of the party go-
ing into the polls hoping to 
retain the government.

“First commitment is 
that the BJP government 
will bring Uniform Civil 
Code here. A committee of 
experts will be set up and 
according to their report, 
UCC will be implemented 
in Himachal. The second 
commitment is that the Rs 
3,000 per year will be add-
ed to the Mukhya Mantri 
Annadata Samman Nidhi, 
besides the PM Kisan Sam-
man Nidhi Yojana. Nearly 
10 lakh farmers will be con-
nected with this,” Nadda 
said.

Nadda said that the party 
will increase the job op-
portunities in the state in a 
phased manner.

“Our third commitment 
is that our government will 
increase the job opportu-
nities of over 8 lakh in a 
phased manner. This will 
include govt jobs and works 
underway in the economic 
zone. Our fourth commit-
ment is that the BJP gov-
ernment will ensure that 
all the roads are connected 
with the pucca roads under 
the PM Gramin Sadak Yo-

jana in the next five years,” 
he said.

The BJP chief informed 
that the government will 
launch the program ‘Shak-
ti’ to develop infrastructure 
and transportation nearby 
religious places.

“Our fifth commitment 
is that the BJP will launch 
a program named ‘Shakti’ 
under which Rs 12,000 
crore will be spent in 10 
years to develop infra-
structure and transporta-
tion around religious places 
and temples. They’ll be con-
nected to the ‘Himteerth’ 
circuit’. Our sixth commit-
ment is that the government 
will the GST on the material 
used by the farmers for the 
packaging of apples will 
be 12 percent and the addi-
tional GST of the material 
will be borne by the state 
government,” he said.

He also promised to open 
five new medical colleges in 
the next five years and dou-
bling of the mobile clinic 
vans aiming to provide 
regular health checkups to 
far-off places.

CONGRESS DOESN’T BELIEVE IN 
ITS OWN MANIFESTO: NADDA 
TDG NETWORK  
SHIMLA

BJP national president JP Nadda releases the party’s election 
manifesto for the Himachal Pradesh Assembly elections in 
Shimla on Sunday. Union Home Minister Amit 

Shah on Sunday slammed 
Congress for its appease-
ment politics and said that 
Congress didn’t respect 
our religious places due to 
appeasement politics.

Addressing a public rally 
in Himachal’s Una, Shah 
said, “Congress didn’t re-
spect our religious places 
due to appeasement poli-
tics. PM Modi laid the 
foundation of Ram Jan-
mabhoomi and redevel-
oped the Kashi corridor and 
religious places in Ujjain, 
Kedarnath and Badrinath.” 

The Home Minister also 
lauded the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in another rally he 
addressed in Himachal’s 
Jaswan-Pragpur and said, 
“Under the leadership of 
PM Modi, India emerged 
as a strong nation in the 
world, with surgical air 
strikes on Pakistan.”

Shah on Sunday took on 
Congress’ ‘10 guarantees’ 
in its election manifesto for 
the Himachal Assembly 
polls, and said that guar-
antees of only those are 
believed “who have some 
record”.

The Home Minister also 
slammed the previous 
“Sonia-Manmohan” gov-
ernment at the Centre and 
alleged that it did corrup-
tion of Rs 12 lakh crore and 
is now giving “guarantees” 
to the people of Himachal 
Pradesh. Addressing an 
election rally in Himachal’s 
Nagrota, Kangra, Shah said, 

“I was coming here, I saw a 
rally of one of the Congress 
candidates where 10 guar-
antees were written. Guar-
antees of only those people 
are believed who have some 
record. Who will believe in 
your guarantees? There 
was the Sonia-Manmohan 
government at the Centre, 
they did corruption of Rs 
12 lakh crore. And today 
they are giving guarantees 
to the innocent people of 
Himachal.”

Earlier in the day, ad-
dressing an election rally 
in Himachal’s Nagrota, 
Kangra, Shah took on Con-
gress’ ‘10 guarantees’ in its 
election manifesto for the 
Himachal Assembly polls, 
and said that guarantees 
of only those are believed 
“who have some record”.

“I was coming here, I saw 
a rally of one of the Con-
gress candidates where 10 
guarantees were written. 
Guarantees of only those 
people are believed who 
have some record. Who will 
believe in your guarantees? 
There was the Sonia-Man-
mohan government at the 
Centre, they did corruption 
of Rs 12 lakh crore. And to-
day they are giving guaran-
tees to the innocent people 
of Himachal,” he said.

The 10 guarantees of 
Congress include the im-
plementation of the Old 
Pension Scheme, 1 lakh 
government jobs, as many 
as 5 lakh jobs for youth, Rs 
680 crore Start-up fund 
for the youth, Rs 1,500 per 
month to the women, and 
free electricity up to 300 
units of consumption.

DUE TO APPEASEMENT POLITICS

‘Congrees party 
didn’t respect our 
religious places’

TDG NETWORK  
UNA

CONGRESS SLAMS BJP OVER PROMISES
New Delhi: Congress MP Abhishek Manu Singhvi on 
Sunday slammed BJP national president JP Nadda for 
his claims of implementing Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in 
Himachal Pradesh. JP Nadda released BJP’s manifesto 
for Himachal Pradesh Elections, in which it stated a 
committee of experts will be formed and UCC will be 
implemented in the state on the basis of their report. 
“Whenever there is dearth of votes during the elections, 
BJP brings up the issue of religion and today JP Nadda 
saying that the party will be bringing the UCC in Him-
achal,” said Singhvi.

Hindu leader Sudhir Suri, 
was murdered and cremat-
ed at 1:30 pm on Sunday in 
the tight security in Am-
ritsar. There was a huge 
crowd that participated in 
the last rites of Sudhir Suri 
and it took one and a half 
hours to cover the 4-km 
journey. With this murder, 
there is tension in Punjab 
and many Hindu leaders 
are asked not to come out 
of their houses by the po-
lice administration. 

It is also alleged by the 
Suri family that it is Amr-
itpal Singh of Waris Pun-
jab De who planned and 
executed the murder of 
Suri. Punjab Police has 
increased protection of 
Amritpal Singh and Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann 
ordered to constitute a 
committee to investigate 
into the matter. 

After the murder of Hindu 
leader Sudhir Suri in Amrit-
sar, Punjab, now Gursim-
ran Singh Mand, Congress 

leader from Ludhiana has 
received death threats. 
Gangster Goldie Brar is 
making threats by calling 
and messaging him. Mand 
had also received threats on 
21 and 22 October.

In the message sent by the 
gangster on WhatsApp, it 
is written that Mand ‘tera 
time ab aa gaya’. Now you 
also remember your Lord, 
now it is your turn. Now 
Suri is gone, be ready. This 
is my warning to you. Jai 
Balkari. I see how long you 
survive. I am after you, I 
have killed Suri, now it is 
your turn. Will shoot you 
in your head. Take as much 

security as you want, I will 
shoot you there.

Gangster Goldie Brar 
is  the mastermind in 
Sidhu Moosewala mur-
der case. Bambiha and 
Ne e r aj  B awa n a  g a n g 
are behind him. Goldie  
has fled from Canada  
to America.

After this threat, Gursim-
ran Mand said that first 
Moosewala, then Suri and 
now my life is in danger. 
If any untoward incident 
happens due to continu-
ous negligence in my se-
curity, then the security 
personnel will be directly 
responsible. 

 AFTER SUDHIR SURI

Mand gets death threats, Hindu 
leaders under peril in Punjab
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH Thousands pay final tributes to Suri

Amritsar : People gathered outside the residence of 
Shiv Sena (Taksali) leader Sudhir Suri for his last rites 
on Sunday. Shiv Sena leader Sudhir Suri died after being 
shot in Amritsar on Friday. After the murder of Hindu 
leader Sudhir Suri in Amritsar, security arrangements 
were tightened in Ludhiana and other places. A five-
member SIT has been constituted to probe the Sudhir 
Suri assassination case, Commissioner of Police Arun 
Pal Singh said on Sunday. Earlier on Sunday, people 
gathered outside the residence of Shiv Sena (Taksali) 
leader Sudhir Suri for his last rites.
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TOP OF THE DAY

CM ADITYANATH 
OPENS EXHIBITION 
SHOWCASING 
STATE SCHEMES
Chandauli: Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath on 
Sunday inaugurated an 
exhibition showcasing 
various state-sponsored 
schemes, at Chandauli 
while laying the founda-
tion stone and inau-
gurating several more 
development projects in 
the area. The chief min-
ister also served food 
to children as part of 
Lok Bal Pushtahar and 
handed out acceptance 
letters to beneficiaries of 
various state schemes 
before addressing a 
public meeting in the 
area. While honouring 
his official engagements 
through the day, the 
chief minister congratu-
lated voters and BJP 
workers for putting the 
party on course for victo-
ry in the Gola Gokarnath 
Assembly bye-election. 

BHARATIYA TRIBAL 
PARTY ANNOUNCES 
NAMES FOR POLLS
Narmada: Bharatiya 
Tribal Party on Saturday 
announced the names 
of the 12 candidates for 
the upcoming elections 
in Gujarat. In 2017, the 
BTP made an alliance 
with the Congress Party 
but this time, they will 
fight alone. Before the 
elections, the alliance 
between BTP and 
Aam Aadmi Party had 
also ended. Earlier on 
Thursday, Union Home 
Minister and senior 
BJP leader Amit Shah 
chaired a meeting with 
party leaders in the 
state’s capital, Gandhi-
nagar ahead of the 
Gujarat Assembly polls.

TREMORS OF 4.5 
MAGNITUDE FELT IN 
TEHRI
Uttarkashi: An earth-
quake of magnitude 
4.5 on Richter scale 
was recorded in Ut-
tarkhand’s Tehri on 
Sunday, the National 
Center for Seismology 
(NCS) informed. “Earth-
quake of Magnitude:4.5, 
Occurred on 06-11-2022, 
08:33:03 IST, Lat: 30.67 
& Long: 78.60, Depth: 5 
Km ,Location: 17km ESE 
of Uttarkashi, Uttara-
khand,” NCS tweeted.  
Earlier on November 
2, the earthquake 
jolts were felt with an 
intensity of 10 km depth 
and 23.28 latitudes with 
80.35 longitude in Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Pach-
marhi. It was recorded at 
3.9 on the Richter Scale. 
The movement of tec-
tonic plates was felt near 
Arunachal Pradesh’s 
Tawang on the same day 
(2 November) which was 
recorded at 3.7 on the 
Richter scale. 

RSS HOLDS RALLY 
IN CUDDALORE
Cuddalore: Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) workers on 
Sunday carried out their 
annual rallies in Cud-
dalore, Kallakurichi and 
Perambalur districts 
in Tamil Nadu. The RSS 
got permission for their 
rally from Madras High 
Court earlier this week. 
A heavy police force 
was deployed ahead of 
the RSS march at three 
locations-Cuddalore, 
Kallakurichi and Peram-
balur districts.

IN KERALA 

Koppam Police on Sunday 
arrested a person accused 
of allegedly beating his 
21-year-old cousin to death 
over not feeding his dog, of-
ficials said.

On Friday, Harshad (21) 
was allegedly bludgeoned 
by his cousin, Hakeem (27), 
for not feeding the latter’s 
dog. Harshad was rushed to 
the Hospital but succumbed 
to his injuries while under-
going treatment.

“Last Friday, a 21-year-old 
boy was beaten to death by 
his cousin in Perumbrath-
ody, Mulayankavu in the 
Palakkad district of Kerala. 
Harshad was beaten up 
with a dog belt and a wood-
en stick. The injured was 
taken to hospital by Hakeem 
along with his friends stat-
ing his cousin was fallen 

from the roof of his house 
where they both stayed,” 
Koppam Police said.

“However, Doctors were 
sure that the deceased was 
brutally beaten up as it was 
evident by the marks on his 
body,” police added.

Harshad succumbed to 
injuries. “Broken ribs and 

internal bleeding were the 
cause of his death,” police 
said further.

According to the police, 
Harshad and Hakeem 
stayed together and did mo-
bile cable work at Perum-
brathody. Hakeem thrashed 
Harshad for not feeding his 
dog. 

MAN BLUDGEONS 
COUSIN TO DEATH FOR 
NOT FEEDING DOG
TDG NETWORK
PALAKKAD   

Accused under police custody
Visual from the spot at Mysuru University campus 

Liquid bottles seized in Madurai

Andhra Pradesh police and the man who stole the police vehicle.

Congress MP Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury 

DELIBERATE ACT

SERIOUS ISSUE

ILLEGAL SALEFLAGSHIP SCHEMEREVENGE ACT

IN KASHI

The investigation into the 
death of an 83-year-old re-
tired Intelligence Bureau (IB) 
officer took a twisting turn on 
Sunday with senior police of-
ficials, who initially believed 
it to be a case of an accident, 
now suspecting it to be a mur-
der.

The police said that the vic-
tim, identified as RS Kulkarni 
- a retired Intelligence Bureau 
officer, was walking on the 
road next to the Computer 
Science Department of Gan-
gotri (Mysuru University) 
Campus on Friday evening 
when an unidentified vehicle 
hit him from behind. The vic-
tim was rushed to a nearby 
hospital, where he died dur-
ing treatment, they said.

The miscreants fled the spot 
after the accident. The police 
registered a hit-and-run case 
against the unidentified ve-

hicle driver.
But when the police went 

through the CCTV footage, 
they found it to be a deliber-
ate act of the miscreants.

“A case of murder has been 
registered by Jayalaxmi-
puram police station. The vic-
tim was not walking but was 
standing on the side of the 
road. CCTV footage shows 

that a car without a number 
plate came and intention-
ally hit him from behind and 
escaped,” the police said on 
Sunday.

Mysuru city commissioner 
of police Dr. Chandragupta 
said that a case of murder has 
been registered against the 
unidentified vehicle driver 
and a probe has been initi-

ated to identify and nab the 
accused.

“A team three-member team 
of senior police officers has 
been formed to investigate the 
matter,” Chandragupta said 
while adding that the victim 
was retired for 23 years, and it 
is not clear whether the mur-
der was due to professional or 
personal enmity. 

Congress MP Adhir Ranjan 
Chowdhury has written to 
Union Jal Shakti Minister 
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat 
flagging his concerns about 
riverbank erosion in his na-
tive Murshidabad district of 
West Bengal. In his letter, the 
Behrampore MP wrote that he 
had raised his concerns on riv-
erbank erosion in the Samsher 
Ganj area of Murshidabad in a 
previous letter to the Jal Shakti 
minister on September 27 this 
year. “I have also raised this 
matter in the Parliament and 
have drawn the attention of the 
government to this serious is-
sue,” Chowdhury wrote. The 
senior Congress leader further 
added that as the chairman of 
the Public Accounts Commit-
tee of the Lok Sabha, he had 
also raised the matter with 
senior government officials.

Claiming that riverbank 
erosion was “widespread 
throughout the course of 
the Ganges in West Bengal”, 
Chowdhury wrote, “(A) Very 

large chunk of fertile land has 
been completely wiped out and 
thousands of people have been 
displaced in Samsher Ganj.” 
He added that every year, the 
loss of land through riverbank 
erosion destroys lives and live-
lihoods in that belt.

“Sometimes, poverty leads 
to an increase in crimes. Resi-
dents of Samsher Ganj always 
live in fear for their lives and 
livelihoods. They are always 
anxious and scared because 
they do not know whether 
their houses will collapse or 
submerge in the Ganges,” the 
Congress MP wrote, under-
lining the plight of locals in 

the district.
Chowdhury urged the min-

ister to treat the ongoing ero-
sion as a national disaster and 
release funds for urgent mitiga-
tion efforts. He also called on 
the minister to seek the support 
of the central government in 
this regard. “I request to kindly 
treat this as a national disaster. 
The issue could be sorted out 
only with the combined effort 
of the central and the state 
government. I request you to 
release adequate funds to check 
the land erosion and protect 
the lives and livelihoods of the 
affected people,” the senior 
Congress leader wrote.

Police seized over six thou-
sand liquor bottles stored, 
waiting to be sold illegally, 
in a private club in Tamil 
Nadu’s Madurai.

In a crackdown against the 
marketing of illegal liquor in 
the Madurai district, police 
confiscated around 6,228 li-
quor bottles stored illegally 
in a private Manamagil Man-
dram (Club) in Madurai, and 
arrested one person. During 
the police’s investigation, 
it was revealed that these 
liquor bottles were sold at 
unauthorized times. These 
were caught during a police 
raid at a private Manamagil 
Mandram( Club) owned by 
Panaselvam at Mela Perum-
al Mestri Road,” Madurai 
Police said.

The police registered a case 
and arrested the manager 
namely, Maharajan.

Earlier in September, 

Andhra Pradesh Police 
seized and destroyed 2.43 
lakh liquor bottles illegally 
transported from Telangana.

According to Police, the 
bottles carried liquor worth 
Rs 5.47 crore. The liquor 
bottles were destroyed at 
Nandigama in the NTR dis-
trict. The liquor bottles were 
destroyed in the presence of 
senior police officials.

“Liquor bottles were 
transported illegally from 
Telangana. So far we have 

destroyed 2,000 litres of il-
licit liquor and filed 226 cas-
es,” said Kanthi Rana Tata, 
Commissioner of Police, Vi-
jayawada.

On the order of the state 
gove r n m e nt ,  A n d h r a 
Pradesh Police have been 
conducting surprise raids 
at the check posts on the city 
outskirts. The move was tak-
en following the reports of 
illegal liquor transportation 
from other states to Andhra 
Pradesh. 

The Navi Mumbai Municipal 
Corporation (NMMC) will 
soon start selling potable 
or drinking water from its 
tertiary treatment plant at 
Koparkhairane to companies 
run by the MIDC.

The tertiary water treat-
ment plant was built under 
the flagship AMRUT scheme 
of the central government. 
The plant will not only enable 
the MIDC companies to avail 
potable water at subsidised 
rates but will also bring more 
revenue to the NMMC. Navi 
Mumbai Municipal Commis-
sioner Rajesh Narvekar said, 
“Ours is the first municipal 
corporation to provide pota-
ble water to companies in this 
manner. The municipality has 
also started providing drink-
ing water to a chemical firm in 
Turbhe (Navi Mumbai) on an 
experimental basis.”

The Andhra Pradesh police 
have seized an Odisha police 
vehicle from the possession 
of an intoxicated man, ac-
cording the Andhra Pradesh 
police. According to an offi-
cial statement of the police, 
this man claimed that the 
Odisha police had refused to 
lodge his complaint of being 
robbed by some unknown 
men, as a revenge of which 
he stole their vehicle. The 
police said that they have 
caught an alcoholic man 
driving the Odisha police 
vehicle, who had later con-
fessed that he stole the police 
vehicle to travel to his native 
place Rajahmundry.

“As per his confession, he 
had gone to worship the 
goddess in Rayagada where 
he was looted by some un-
known persons, and when 
he arrived at the police sta-
tion to complain about it, 

they did not accept,” Sub-in-
spector (SI) Parvathipuram 
police said.

The police had seized this 
vehicle from the old bus 
stand of Parvathipuram 
town in Andhra Pradesh. 
Quoting the man, the SI 
further said that he was 

thrashed and dragged out by 
the officials of the Rayagada 
police department.

However, the police’s state-
ment mentioned that they 
cannot conclude the case and 
are probing into the matter.

More details into the mat-
ter are awaited. 

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has decided to celebrate 
the occasion of Dev Deepawali 
with a 3-D projection of reli-
gious stories and Lord Shiva 
hymns at the banks of River 
Ganga at Kashi Vishwanath 
Dham.

After the grand Deepotsav 
of Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh 
is now all set to celebrate the 
occasion of Dev Deepawali 
in Kashi on Monday. Accord-
ing to official information, the 
devotees on the occasion will 
witness the religious teach-
ings being projected with 3-di-
mensional effects as they will 
be mapped on the Kashi Ghat.

“With this projection, the 
tourists arriving at Kashi will 
be able to hear the story of riv-
er Ganga’s descent on Earth 
and Dev Deepawali,” the 
statement read mentioning 
that the event will be followed 
by the presentation of the 
songs of Lord Shiva through 
a 20-minutes show of laser 
and light multimedia which 

will be displayed a number of 
times.

This laser and light show 
will be organized at the Chet 
Singh Ghat, it informed.

On the occasion of Dev 
Deepawali on November 7, 
chief minister Yogi Aditya-
nath-led Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment will lit up the Kashi 
ghat with as many as 10 lakh 
earthen lamps (Diya).

During the 3-D laser show, 
religious stories will be seen 
alive on historical buildings on 
the ghat of Kashi, and hymns 
of lord Shiva will also be orga-

nized.
According to Anubhav 

Gupta of Modern Stage Ser-
vices, the stories of ‘Ganga 
Avataran’, details of the Dev 
Deepawali, and a few tracks 
of the lord Shiva’s hymns are 
being shot in five days and a 
team of more than 250 people 
including technicians, and 
engineers have been engaged 
to install and run the show at 
the ghat for the projection of 
said show through 20 laser 
projectors. Meanwhile, Divi-
sional Commissioner Kaushal 
Raj Sharma said that the laser 

show at Chet Singh Ghat will 
run from 7 pm for a duration 
of 20 minutes, while the 3D la-
ser projection mapping show 
will run for 12 minutes.

Sharma further added that 
the laser and sound show at 
the Ghat will be live for 8 min-
utes and all of these programs 
will be repeated at regular in-
tervals so that every tourist 
can see it.

On the occasion, Green 
fireworks will also take place 
from 7.40 pm at the other end 
of the Ganga before Kahi Vish-
wanath Dham, here. 

Former IB officer killed 
in Mysuru road accident, 
police suspect murder

Adhir writes to Central govt, 
flags erosion concerns

Over 6 thousand liquor 
bottles seized in Madurai

Man steals police vehicle after 
it refuses to lodge complaint

UP TO PROJECT TALES OF ‘GANGA AVTARAN’, LORD 
SHIVA HYMNS IN 3-D ON DEV DEEPAWALI 
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NAVI MUMBAI 
CIVIC TO START 
SELLING DRINKING 
WATER TO MIDC

Kashi Vishwanath Dham complex in Varanasi



The recent Hijab con-
troversy brought uni-
form civil code (UCC) 

back into focus. The pro-
Hijab lobby tried every trick 
in the book to support Hijab 
inside classrooms, under 
the guise of personal choice, 
religious practice, privacy 
and more. It is not the State’s 
job to dictate what citizens 
should eat, how they dress 
and how they conduct their 
personal business, argued 
this pro-Hijab lobby. Well, 
while it is not the State’s job 
to regulate personal deci-
sions and individual lib-
erty, the State can do what 
it deems fit in the interests 
of public order, morality 
and health. No fundamental 
right is absolute and every 
right comes with reasonable 
restrictions and certain dos 
and don’ts.  

The Hijab controversy 
exposed the ugly side of 
left-fascists and radical Is-
lamists who, under the garb 
of freedom to practice one’s 
religion granted under Ar-
ticle 25, wanted to challenge 
the basic tenets of the Indian 
Constitution. Had uniform 

civil code (UCC) been there, 
this pro-Hijab lobby would 
have never dared to tom-tom 
personal laws as a means to 
arm-twist the State, to its 
bidding. 

Essence of secularism im-
plies removing any trace of 
religion from family laws. 
A UCC needs to be imple-
mented at the earliest to 
keep India’s diverse moral 
fabric intact. After the Sepoy 
Mutiny, while the Britishers 
left various personal laws 
unchanged — the Indian 
Christian Marriage Act of 
1872, the Indian Divorce Act 
of 1869, the Married Wom-
en’s Property Act, the Hin-
du Inheritance (Removal of 
Disabilities) Act of 1928, the 
Special Marriage Act of 1923 
and subsequently 1954, the 
Parsi Marriage and Divorce 
Act of 1936 and eventually 
the Hindu Marriage Act of 
1955, were enacted to codify 
personal laws of various 
communities, pertaining 
to issues of marriage, suc-
cession, guardianship and 
maintenance.

Muslim radicals, however, 
resisted changes to their 
personal laws, leading to 
the Shariat  Application Act 
of 1937. However, the Sha-
riah was never codified, and 
hence, its legal standing tan-
tamounts to nothing, despite 
the hullabaloo by the All In-
dia Muslim Personal Law 
Board (AIMPLB), which in 
any case, is simply another 
NGO with no legal sanctity, 
set up under the aegis of In-
dira Gandhi in 1973, for mi-

nority appeasement. Also, 
the AIMPLB is primarily 
a Sunni Muslim body and 
does not represent Shias, 
Bohras or Ahmadiyya Mus-
lims. Hence, what it says is 
hardly representative of the 
broader Muslim opinion. 

Ancient India’s civil codes 
have progressively evolved 
over centuries from the Ve-
das and Manusmriti, which 
are a comprehensive set 
of sermons and smritis by 
Manu, Bhrigu, Yajnavalkya 
and Narada, on human du-
ties, rights, laws, virtues, in-
heritance and other aspects 
of ethics as applied to vari-
ous sections of Hindu soci-
ety. Regressive traditions, 
like polygamy, sati, child 
marriage, dowry and female 
infanticide stopped having 
legal or moral sanction in In-
dia. If Hinduism can evolve 
and become more progres-
sive, what is stopping Mus-
lims from doing likewise? 
Why this blindly illogical 
opposition to the UCC from 
rabid Islamists like Owaisi 
and AIMIM?

Much of the Shariah today 
owes its allegiance to radi-
cal schools of thought like 
Hanbali, Maliki, Shafi’i and 
the Hanafi school of thought, 
which was the governing 
diktat between 1664-1672 
for the likes of Emperor Au-
rangzeb and other Muslim 
invaders thereafter. Had 
UCC been there, instant tri-
ple talaq would have become 
history much earlier, but 
Congress Party which ruled 
India for the longest time, 
always encouraged this hei-
nous practice for vote-bank 
politics 

Modi’s progressive out-
look for Muslims is in sharp 
contrast to Rajiv Gandhi’s 
regressive mindset. In 1985, 
former Prime Minister Ra-
jiv Gandhi destroyed the 
confidence of India’s Mus-
lim women by overturning 
the Supreme Court’s 1985 

verdict and denying Shah 
Bano, a hapless Muslim di-
vorcee, a mere monthly ali-
mony of Rs 179. Criminalis-
ing triple talaq set the stage 
for a UCC, which in any case 
has been provided for under 
Article 44 of the Directive 
Principles. But since these 
principles are not legally 
enforceable, a suitable law 
is long overdue. Those who 
oppose UCC on the frivo-
lous pretext that it will end 
India’s diversity and plural-
ity, should know that family 
laws can never override the 
Constitution, which is the 
country’s only holy grail that 
is both legally tenable, and 
the one that has and always 
will, stand the test of time. 
Personal laws were, are and 
will always be subservient 
to the Constitution. Hence 
those who challenge UCC, 
are in effect challenging the 
very sanctity of the Constitu-
tion, which is unpardonable.

The case for the UCC was 
amply demonstrated by Jus-
tice Kehar and Justice Chan-
drachud, when a PIL by 
Catholic advocate Clarence 
Pais, who wanted divorce 
granted by Church courts 
to be held legally valid, was 
junked by the apex court 
in January 2017. The Court 
categorically stated that de-
spite Christian marriages 
being solemnised by a par-
ish priest in the Church as 
per the ‘canon law’ (Chris-
tian Personal Law), when it 
came to divorce-related mat-
ters, only divorce granted 
by courts under the Indian 
Constitution and under the 
Indian Divorce Act of 1869, 
are legally valid. Family laws 
or Church courts have no 
place in a democratic society 
if such personal laws inter-
fere with the basic tenets of 
the Indian Constitution or 
relevant parliamentary leg-
islations contained therein.

The fact that personal 
laws run subservient to the 

Constitution had in any case 
been decided way back in 
1996 in the divorce battle 
between Molly Joseph and 
George Sebastian and the 
2017 judgement against 
Clarence Pais, only reaf-
firmed the 1996 verdict. Be 
it making Christian divorce 
laws ‘gender equal’ in 2001, 
or amending Hindu succes-
sion laws in 2005, if there 
can be a common criminal 
code, there is absolutely no 
reason why India should not 
have a common civil code. 

Coming back to Muslim 
personal laws, it is inexcus-
able how some Muslim men 
tried for decades to mitigate 
the talaq-e-biddat practice 
as just a mundane civil mat-
ter, whereas the truth is, this 
archaic practice blatantly 
flouted Article 21 of the Con-
stitution, which guarantees 
the ‘Right to Life, Liberty 
and Security’. The problem, 
however, in the absence of 
an UCC, is that justice has to 
be served on a case-by-case 
basis, which is both imprac-
tical and time-consuming, 
whereas having a common 
civil code would remove 
the need to look at each 
case on its individual mer-
its or demerits and ensure 
quicker justice. Also, very 
often, many victims from 
the minority community, or 
otherwise, have no access to 
lawyers and the courts and 
having a uniform civil code 
will be a huge boon for such 
women who can expect and 
get justice as a matter of right 
because it is legally ordained, 
via a codified law under the 
UCC, without having to run 
to the courts each time to 
make a case for an individual 
plea where they have been 
wronged. 

An argument often cited 
against UCC by Muslim re-
ligious fanatics is that the 
government should first do 
away with polygamy prac-
tised by some tribal com-

munities and tax exemp-
tions that are availed by 
Hindu Undivided Families 
(HUFs).  It is both amusing 
and ironical that the biggest 
opponents to the UCC, apart 
from radical Islamist fanat-
ics, are leftists, left leaning 
media and academia, who 
espouse the cause of liberal 
values and equality on one 
hand, but on the other, want 
women to be caged inside the 
Hijab. And all this, under 
the garb of “personal laws”, 
makes it even worse.

In the final analysis, a judg-
ment relating to two war-
ring parties of the Meena 
tribe, dated 7 July 2021, by 
a single judge bench of Jus-
tice Pratibha Singh of Delhi 
High Court, best sums up the 
need for a UCC where Justice 
Singh says–“In modern In-
dian society, which is gradu-
ally becoming homogenous, 
the traditional barriers of 
religion, community and 
caste are slowly dissipating. 
The youth of India belong-
ing to various communities, 
tribes, castes or religions 
who solemnise their mar-
riages ought not to be forced 
to struggle with issues aris-
ing due to conflicts in vari-
ous personal laws, especially 
in relation to marriage and 
divorce.” In short, UCC is an 
idea whose time has come 
and only a tall leader with 
a towering stature like that 
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, can execute this 
progressive idea. UCC is not 
about destroying diversity 
or plurality. It is only about 
ensuring uniformity and 
strengthening our social 
fabric whereby personal 
laws are subservient to the 
general good, in accordance 
with the time-tested demo-
cratic ethos of the Indian 
Constitution.
Sanju Verma is an Economist, 
National Spokesperson of the 
BJP and the Bestselling Author 
of ‘The Modi Gambit’.

Uniform Civil Code: 
It is progressive
In the absence of an UCC, justice has to be served on a  
case-by-case basis which is both impractical and time-consuming 
whereas having a common civil code would ensure quicker justice.

Arguments for A cAuse 

With the Congress unable to assert itself in the 
national capital, the battle for the control of a 
unified Municipal Corporation of Delhi would be 
fought mainly between the BJP and AAP, which 
is seeking to consolidate its position after win-
ning the Assembly elections very convincingly 
two times in the past. The trifurcated civic body 
was won by the BJP which believes that it can 
pull off another victory this time after the Centre 
unified the three bodies. However, much would 
depend on how the campaign unfolds. The BJP 
has a leadership problem in Delhi and has previ-
ously won largely because of the central leader-
ship and inability of its opponents to give a good 
fight. However, Arvind Kejriwal wants to settle 
things once and for all and if his party comes out 
the winner, the AAP hold over the capital would 
have an impact even in the 2024 Lok Sabha 
showdown. There is intense speculation that the 
Centre may once again consider an old proposal 
of bringing in a Mayor in Council type concept if 
the BJP emerges victorious and may want to do 
away with the Delhi Assembly. The bureaucracy 
has never been comfortable with the power of 
the Centre being diluted by elected representa-
tives and on the pretext of convincing the po-
litical class that Delhi being the national capital 
must retain its distinct identity, keeps on put-
ting forward proposals. In 1989 when the Delhi 
Metropolitan Council was dissolved and the Mu-
nicipal body too was superseded, the then gov-
ernment appointed the Sarkaria Commission to 
end multiplicity of authority in Delhi. However, 
Justice Sarkaria at that stage was heading some 
other commissions as well and to assist him, 
Balakrishna, a bureaucrat was also appointed. 
As was expected Balakrishnan downsized the 
powers of elected representatives and gave over-
riding powers to the civil servants. That arrange-
ment continues to this day so far as the Assembly 
goes. The new municipal body would have great-
er say and would also affect the role of the Delhi 
government; the common man has more public 
dealings with the municipal corporation and less 
with the government. This was primary reason 
why the civic body was trifurcated since Sheila 
Dikshit discovered that her Congress adversary, 
Ram Babu Sharma, who was the leader of the 
Municipal Corporation had more clout then her. 
Interestingly, the date of the poll has been fixed 
on December 4th, the same day when polling for 
Delhi Assembly was held in 2013 and where the 
Congress lost power, and Dikshit was defeated 
by Kejriwal from the New Delhi segment. Since 
that time the grand old party has not been able 
to find its feet in the city and its space if fully oc-
cupied by the AAP. The BJP’s efforts would be to 
contain Kejriwal’s influence and that would only 
be possible if it contests the polls with a work-
able strategy. The national leaders are unlikely 
to campaign for the local body election. Howev-
er, the outcome of the contest would be eagerly 
awaited on 7 December, a day ahead of the results 
of Himachal and Gujarat elections.  

Pankaj Vohra

perspective
Face to Face 

BJP-AAP to 
confront eAch 
other in the Delhi 
municiPAl Polls

The COP27, the ongoing 
UN climate talks, is likely to 
highlight the compensation 
system for poorer countries 
known as “loss and dam-
age”, caused by the Climate 
Change. 

It is a fact, corroborated by 
various UN and independent 
reports that Climate Change 
over the last 25 years particu-
larly has caused costly dam-
ages, including drought, ris-
ing heat, less or more rains, 
tropical cyclones and more 
gradual changes, such as 
desertification and rising sea 
levels across the globe. 

It has been proven that these 

changes could be attributed 
to the presence of greenhouse 
gases in the atmosphere. The 
rich industrialised countries 
are responsible for most of the 
emissions causing these phe-
nomena. 

Loss and damage
The poorer countries, as they 
are unable to take timely cor-
rective measures to mitigate 
these changes caused by oth-
ers in the past, face the nega-
tive affects of Climate Change 
first. Thus, the new concept 
of “Loss and Damages” has 
started taking roots amongst 
them.

Under this new concept 
they are demanding ad-
equate financial help to take 
corrective measures to miti-
gate these changes, caused 
by the richer, industrialised 
nations, in the past. Now they 
are redefining it as a matter 
of liability and compensa-
tion, rather than aid after a 
particular natural disaster. 

Loss and damage is also 
referred to as the “third pil-
lar” of climate change politics, 

after mitigation (tackling the 
root cause of the problem by 
reducing emissions) and ad-
aptation (preparing for cur-
rent and future impacts).

However, developed coun-
tries have pushed back 
against this since 1990s 
when the text of the UN 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change was being 
drawn up, terming it com-
pletely implausible.

Meanwhile, a group of is-
land countries had proposed 
that an international insur-
ance fund be created to com-
pensate low-lying countries 
for the damage caused by 
rising sea levels. 

The Economist magazine 
reports that in 2015, at the 
talks, which culminated in 
the adoption of the Paris 
Agreement, developing 
countries again sought a 
strong clause on loss and 
damage financing. But they 
ended up with only a vague 
reference to the issue. And 
concrete action was left for 
future discussions, thus the 
Egypt Summit offers a chance 

again to hammer out a con-
crete policy and action plan 
on the issue.

positive actions
Denmark has recently 
pledged just over $13m to 
developing countries that 
have suffered damage from 
climate change and more 
developed countries may 
follow suit.

Scotland’s first minister, 
Nicola Sturgeon, at COP26 
in Glasgow last November, 
promised £2m ($2.7m) as 
a one-off loss and damage 
payment, apparently hop-
ing that other rich countries 
might follow suit, however, 
they did not. 

But the pressure for them 
to do so is increasing. Last 
month ministers from an al-
liance known as the “Least 
Developed Countries Al-
liance - LDCA” having 46 
members, called the creation 
of a financial mechanism for 
loss and damage a “funda-
mental priority” for COP27. 
At the UNGA last month, 
secretary-general António 

Guterres suggested that 
windfall taxes on fossil fuel 
companies might provide the 
funding for one.

But is easier said that done 
and may not happen at all. 
There is an utter lack of 
enthusiasm among the de-
veloped countries for such 
a pay out. Some developing 
countries are tentatively 
seeking redress through in-
ternational law. 

On September 22nd the UN 
Human Rights Committee 
ordered the Australian gov-
ernment to pay compensa-
tion to indigenous people 
living on the islands of the 
Torres Strait, which are be-
ing eroded by rising seas. 
Perhaps it is for the first time 
that such a payment has been 
ordered. The Australian 
government seemed sympa-
thetic to the islanders’ plight. 
But whether it will translate 
into hard cash - let alone a 
costly acceptance of liability 
- remains to be seen. Hence, 
a global framework for loss 
and damage still looks like a 
distant prospect.

disasters in the 
deveLoped worLd
Meanwhile, the developed 
world is also not safe from 
the Climate Change vaga-
ries. Natural disasters such 
as Hurricane Ian, which 
recently left behind a trail of 
damages running in billions 
of dollars, are on the rise in 
the United States. 

Hurricane Ian, which bat-
tered parts of Florida and 
South Carolina, is estimated 
to be the latest in a growing 
trend of billion-dollar disas-
ters in the United States. 

As compared to between 
1980 and 2021, when the 
average of such events hap-
pening was 7.7, the past five 
years have witnessed an in-
crease to 17.8 of such events 
per year. Last year marked the 
seventh consecutive year in 
which ten or more billion-
dollar disasters pummelled 
the U.S. By July of this year 
there had already been nine 
such disasters.

It has been reported that 
the amount of carbon diox-
ide in the atmosphere in May 

2022, reached a level that has 
not been seen in millions of 
years, and that is over 50 
percent higher than in the 
pre-industrial era. The heat 
trapped by carbon dioxide 
and other human-produced 
greenhouse gases has in-
creased the world’s average 
temperature.

Climate change is “super-
charging the increasing 
frequency and intensity” of 
weather extremes, according 
to the U.S. National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin-
istration. It spawns greater 
rainfall variability, length-
ens the wildfire season in 
the American West, increases 
drought vulnerability, and 
drives bigger storm surges 
as sea levels rise. Given the 
relentless accumulation of 
greenhouse gases in the at-
mosphere, 2022 is likely the 
harbinger of a more violent 
weather in future.

To reduce such natural mis-
haps happening again and 
again, both developed and 
developing nations need to 
adopt practices, which rap-

idly reduce and remove heat-
trapping emissions from the 
atmosphere to limit warming 
extremes.

In addition, they’ll have to 
look towards greener sources 
of energy instead of fossil fu-
els, which have contributed 
to a large extent to green gas 
emissions. But at the same 
time, they’ll also have to adopt 
and put into practice policies, 
which mitigate the damages 
in the poorer countries, in-
stead of just offering one time 
aid to ease off their burden.

The Egypt Summit should 
strive to find a new feasible 
approach to counter the 
Climate Change disasters, 
instead of just hollow prom-
ises and no real ground work, 
as has happened at previous 
COP conferences. 

Asad Mirza is a political com-
mentator based in New Delhi. 
He was also associated with 
BBC Urdu Service and Khaleej 
Times of Dubai. He writes on 
Indian Muslims, educational, 
international affairs, interfaith 
and current affairs. 

COP27 must consider compensation to poor countries 

opinion
Sanju Verma 
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The Supreme Court 
made a historic ruling 
on Monday to outlaw 

the two-finger test, which is 
occasionally used on victims 
of sexual assault and rape. 
assault. A warning was also 
issued by the supreme court 
that anybody who conducts 
the test would be found li-
able for misconduct.

The two-finger test is still 
used on rape victims, ac-
cording to the supreme 
court justices DY Chandra-
chud and Hima Kohli, which 
they deemed to be abhorrent. 
Throughout a hearing to re-
instate the verdict in a rape 
case, the test was called for 
to be banned.

The Supreme Court’s 
bench stated that the so-
called testing is an invasive 
approach to assess rape 
survivors that have no sci-
entific basis, which is why 
this court has frequently 
denounced its use in cases 
of sexual assault and rape of 
women. 

Justice Chandrachud stat-
ed as he continued reading 
the judgement, “Instead, it 
victimises and abuses wom-
en once again. 

The two-finger test doesn’t 
need to be done. He also em-
phasised the test’s patriar-
chal overtones.

The two-finger test was 
outlawed by the Supreme 
Court today because it was 

“based on the fallacious no-
tion that a sexually active 
woman was incapable of be-
ing raped.” Nothing could be 

more untrue. The accuser’s 
statement cannot be taken 
as seriously since she par-
ticipates in sexual behaviour, 
the court continued.

WHAT DOES THE 
TWO-FINGER TEST 
INCLUDE WHEN USED 

ON RAPE SURVIVORS?
The two-finger test, also 

referred to as the virginity 
test, evaluates how loose a 
woman’s vaginal muscles 
are to substantially ascer-
tain whether the woman is 
presently involved in sexual 

activity. To “confirm” the 
claims of rape survivors, this 
test has been administered.

The two-finger test is car-
ried out by a doctor who puts 
two fingers into the rape vic-
tim’s vaginal canal to assess 
the flexibility of her muscles 
and establish whether or not 

she has engaged in sexual ac-
tivity. During this examina-
tion, the woman’s hymen is 
also checked for integrity.

Before it was outlawed by 
the governments, this test 
was mostly used in Ban-
gladesh, Pakistan, as well 
as in India, however, some 

authorities continued to up-
hold its legality before the 
Supreme Court’s rulings.

THE TEST’S EARLIER 
REMARKS FROM 
THE SC

The two-finger test was 
ruled to breach a woman’s 

right to privacy by the Su-
preme Court in May 2013, 
and the government was 
subsequently requested 
to produce better medical 
techniques to prove sexual 
assault.

Even if a woman is “ha-
bituated” to having sexual 

relations, a panel of Justices 
BS Chauhan and FMI Kali-
fulla ruled that this cannot 
give rise to the presumption 
of consent in the specific cir-
cumstance.

The top court cited the UN 
Declaration of Basic Princi-
ples of Justice for Victims of 
Crime and Abuse of Power 
from 1985 and the Inter-
national Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social, and Cultural 
Rights from 1966 to say that 
rape survivors are entitled 
to legal recourse that does 
not re-traumatize them 
or violate their physical or 
mental integrity and dignity.

OTHER CURRENT INI-
TIATIVES TO ABOLISH 
THE “TWO-FINGER 
TEST”

The High Court of Ma-
dras ordered the state to 
outlaw the two-finger test 
in April of this year. Jus-
tices R Subramanian and 
N Sathish Kumar’s panel 
noted that the test is still 
being done, even on mi-
nors, despite the SC’s 2013 
remarks.

The National Medi-
cal Commission (NMC), 
the nation’s main medi-
cal education authority, 
changed forensic medi-
cine modules in August 
of this year, including the 
two-finger test standards. 
Students will be taught 

“how to apprise courts 
about the unscientific ba-
sis of these tests if court 
mandates it,” according 
to the amended virginity 
test module.

IN COURT

SC BANNED THE “TWO-FINGER TEST”  
FOR VICTIMS OF RAPE 

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: SUBSEQUENT 
PURCHASER HAS NO RIGHT 
TO CLAIM LAPSE OF LAND 
ACQUISITION PROCEEDINGS U/S 
24 RFCTLARR
The Supreme Court in the case Delhi De-
velopment Authority vs Damini Wadhwa 
observed and has reiterated that a subse-
quent purchaser has no right to claim lapse 
of acquisition proceedings.

In the present case, on November25, 1980, 
the land in question was notified to be ac-
quired under Section 4 of the Land Acqui-
sition Act, 1894 and on July 06, 1985, the 
declaration under Section 6 was issued and 
on 17.06.1987, an award came to be declared 
by the Collector. Thus, the writ petitioner 
before the High Court claimed the title, in-
terest or right in the lands in question on 
the basis of the Agreement to Sell dated 
22.05.2016 and challenged the acquisition. 
The High Court allowed the said writ peti-
tion.

It was observed that the Apex Court 
bench in an appeal noted that the High 
Court has not at all dealt with and/or con-
sidered the issue with respect to the locus of 
the writ petitioner. The court also referred 
the recent judgement in the case Delhi De-
velopment Authority v. Godfrey Phillips (I) 
Ltd. And Ors.

The bench comprising of Justice MR 
Shah and Justice MM Sundresh observed 
and has stated that in the recent decisions 
on the right of the subsequent purchaser to 
claim lapse of acquisition proceedings in 
the case Meera Sahni Vs. Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Delhi & Ors and the case M. Ven-
katesh & Ors. Vs. Commissioner, Bangalore 
Development Authority, wherein the court 
specifically observed and has held that sub-

sequent purchaser has no right to claim 
lapse of acquisition proceedings. Similarly, 
the larger bench judgement of this court has 
expressed their views in the case of Shiv Ku-
mar & Anr. Vs. Union of India & Ors.

It was also noted by the Court that in the 
instant case, the possession of some parcels 
of the land could not be taken over because 
of the pending litigations and even the com-
pensation could not be deposited due to the 
process of pending litigation.

Adding to it, the bench stated while consid-
ering the appeal that under the circumstanc-
es and as observed and held by this Court in 
the case of Indore Development Authority 
(supra) that there cannot be any lapse of 
acquisition under Section 24(2) of the Act, 
2013 on the ground of possession could 
not be taken over by the authority and/or 
the compensation could not be deposited 
or tendered due to the pending litigations.

The two-finger test was declared a patriarchal medical practice by the Supreme Court, 
which voted to outlaw its use on rape victims.
SOPHIA SATAPATHY

The Supreme Court in the 
case Ashok Kumar Chan-
del vs State of UP observed 
and stated that a Ballistic 
Report forwarded by Di-
rector, Assistant Director, 
or a Deputy Director of a 
lab under the seal can be 
said to be in compliance 
with the statutory require-
ment under Section 293 of 
the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure.

It is stated that section 
239 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure reads as that is 
any document purporting 
to be a report under the 
hand of a Government sci-
entific expert to whom this 
section has to be applied, 
upon submitting anything 
or matter duly submitted 
to him for examination or 
analysis and report in the 
course of any proceeding 
under the said Code and 
can be used as evidence in 
any inquiry, trial or other 
proceeding under the Code 
of Criminal Procedure.

In the present case, while 
reversing the acquittal by 
the Trial Court. All the ac-
cused were convicted by 
the Allahabad High Court 
for the offences under 
Section 148, Section 302 
reading with Section 149, 

Section 307 reading with 
Section 149 of the Indian 
Penal Code, 1860 and has 
sentenced them to life im-
prisonment. The court ob-
served that the Trial Court, 
while acquitting accused in 
a murder case, had refused 
to admit ballastic report on 
the ground that it is not a 
report self-signed by an As-
sistant Director but that of 
some Scientific Officer and 
the same has been merely 
forwarded by the Assistant 
Director. While allowing 
the appeal, the High Court 

held that the report could 
not have been discarded.

At the Outset, the High 
Court while affirming the 
views of the High Court, it 
was observed by the Apex 
Court bench that the re-
quirement under Section 
293 is in fact complied with 
as the report should needs 
to be treated as under the 
hand of the Government 
Scientific Expert, being 
the “Director [, the Deputy 
Director or the Assistant 
Director] of a State Foren-
sic Science Laboratory or 

of a Central Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory” which 
is provided under Section 
293(4)(e).

The bench while refer-
ring to the observations 
made in the case State of 
Himachal Pradesh v. Mast 
Ram, stated that while con-
sidering the facts that the 
ballistic report has come 
from the office of the As-
sistant Director bearing his 
seal and having considered 
the same in the context of 
Section 293(4) Cr.P.C., as it 
is being explained by this 

court in the case State of 
Himachal Pradesh v. Mast 
Ram, this court is of the 
opinion that the Trial Court 
committed a serious error 
in rejecting the ballistic re-
port and it was necessary 
and compelling for the 
High Court to reverse the 
finding of the Trial Court 
on this count also. Accord-
ingly, the bench has also 
discussed in detail various 
factual and legal aspects 
involved in this case, in its 
judgement upholding the 
High Court judgment.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Section 293CrPC – Ballistic 
Report Forwarded By Lab Director Or 
Deputy / Assistant Director Under The Seal 
Is Admissible In Evidence
TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK 
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IN COURT

PLEA DISMISSED BY HIGH COURT FOR SUMMONING ACTOR VIVEK OBEROI, FAMILY IN ALLEGED CHEATING CASE

The Delhi High Court has 
dismissed a petition filled 
seeking summoning of 
Bollywood actor Vivek 
Oberoi, his father Suresh 
Oberoi and their firm 

which is based in Delhi, 
Yashi Multimedia Pvt Ltd 
for allegedly cheating an 
entertainment company in 
2003.

The bench comprising 
of Justice Purushaindra 
Kumar Kaurav observed 

in a petition filed in the 
high court of Delhi under 
section 482 Crpc and has 
stated that the relief was 
disallowed by him not only 
on the ground that the 
petitioner has resorted to 
civil remedies but also be-

cause the court found that 
perusal of the entire com-
plaint would not prima 
facie attract commission of 
the offence of cheating un-
der the Indian Penal Code, 
1860. The High Court in its 
order passed on November 

1 stated that even the non-
disclosure of commission 
of offence on the basis of 
the entire complaint would 
be one of the grounds to 
quash the complaint as 
per the decision of the Su-
preme Court.

The counsels, Mr. Ravi 
Kant Chadha, Senior Ad-
vocate along with Ms. 
Mansi Chadha appearing 
for the actors Vivek Oberoi 
and Suresh Oberoi submit-
ted before the court that 
the powers of the court un-

der section 482 CrPC have 
to be exercised sparingly 
and with great caution. 
Further, the dispute being 
purely of civil nature no 
interference could be made 
by the criminal court. 
Accordingly, the court 

while considering all the 
arguments made by the se-
nior counsel dismissed the 
plea. The counsels, Senior 
Advocate Mr. Ravi Kant 
Chadha and Mansi Chad-
ha Advocate represented 
Oberois.

The Supreme Court in 
the case Chowgule & 
Company Limited vs 

Assistant Director General 
of Foreign Trade observed 
and has stated that the Di-
rector General of Foreign 
Trade is free to change the 
Export Import (Exim) Policy 
and considering them from 
time to time on which items 
there shall be an incentive.

In the present case, it was 
observed that under the In-
dian Foreign Trade Policy 
1988 to 1991, there was a 
provision of ‘additional li-
cence’ and a trading house 
would be eligible for the ‘ad-
ditional licence’ on the basis 
of the admissible exports 
in the preceding licensing 
year. Therefore, the Chow-

gule and Company Limited 
was engaged in the export of 
processed iron ore and being 
a recognised trading house. 
The Bombay High Court 
(at Goa), while dismissing 
the writ petition held that it 
was not entitled to the ben-
efit of additional licence on 
the export of processed iron 
ore during the period April, 
1990 to the month of March, 
1991.

Before the High Court, it 
was contended by the appel-
lant that while relying upon 
the original Exim Policy, 
1988-1991 and being acting 
upon the said policy and it 
had entered into a contract 
with one NKK Corporation, 
Japan. It was contended 
that while agreeing and 
negotiating for price with 
the importer, it factored in 

the price component, the 
incentive of additional li-

cence which was in force at 
the time under the prevalent 

policy. However, the appel-
lant in the matter relied on 

the doctrine of promissory 
estoppel in this regard. The 

Centre contended that be-
ing a policy decision, it has 
always been open to the De-
partment/DGFT to come 
out with a modified, new, 
fresh Exim Policy. There-
fore, it is submitted that 
the principle of promissory 
estoppel shall not be appli-
cable at all.

The bench comprising of 
Justice MR Shah and Justice 
Krishna Murari observed 
that the Union or DGFT is 
free to change the Exim Pol-
icy and consider from time 
to time on which items there 
shall be an incentive and on 
which items there shall not 
be any kind of incentive. For 
granting the benefit of an 
incentive is a policy decision 
which may be varied an can 
even be withdran. As a mat-
ter of right, no incentive can 

be claimed by the exporter. 
Under such circumstances, 
the doctrine of promissory 
estoppel shall not be appli-
cable to such a policy deci-
sion with respect to incen-
tive, more particularly when 
it is well within the right of 
DGFT, the appropriate au-
thority or the Union to come 
out with a new Exim Policy.

While dismissing the ap-
peal, it was also observed 
by the court that the appel-
lant cannot be allowed for 
getting any benefit of addi-
tional licence on the ground 
that some others might have 
been granted with such ben-
efits de hors the scheme. 
Adding to it, the bench ob-
served that there cannot be 
any negative discrimination 
which may perpetuate the 
illegality.

SUPREME COURT: DGFT CAN CHANGE EXIM 
POLICY; INCENTIVE CANNOT BE CLAIMED BY 
EXPORTERS AS A MATTER OF RIGHT

POLICY & LAW
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Expressing serious concern 
over Delhi’s air quality re-
maining in the ‘severe’ cate-
gory for the fifth day in a row, 
forcing closure of primary 
schools, Union Minister of 
State (Independent Charge) 
Science & Technology; Min-
ister of State (Independent 
Charge) Earth Sciences, Dr 
Jitendra Singh cautioned 
that air pollution related 
stubble burning cases have 
risen by 160% in Rajasthan 
and 20% in Punjab. This, he 
said, implies that the govern-
ments in the two States are 
not doing enough to check 
stubble burning and are, on 
the contrary, increasingly 
contributing to the dete-
riorating air quality in Delhi 
NCR. 

The Minister, who is also 
Incharge of India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD), 
Ministry of Earth Sciences, 
said that on the other hand, 
States like Haryana and Ut-
tar Pradesh have recorded 
progressive decline in the in-
cidents of stubble fire burn-
ing. He said, such inferences 
indicate that either the gov-
ernments in Rajasthan and 
Punjab are not serious about 
air quality or they have not 
properly utilized the funds 
which were provided by the 
Narendra Modi government 
to purchase machines for 
stubble management.

Dr Jitendra Singh pointed 
out that since 2018-19, on the 
instructions of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, Centre 
has provided Rs.3,138 crore 
to States for stubble manage-
ment, out of which nearly 
1,500 Crore was provided 

to Punjab alone. He said, it 
is for the people to judge as 
to why, while many States 
have done an appreciable 
job in stubble management 
and are gradually moving 
in positive directions, the 
States of Punjab and Rajast-
han continue to show further 
deterioration raising several 
questions regarding their in-
tent, sincerity and prosperity.

Referring to findings by 
India Meteorological Depart-
ment and Indian Institute of 
Tropical Meteorology under 
the aegis of Ministry of Earth 
Sciences, Dr Jitendra Singh 
said, there was 160% and 
20% rise in cases of stubble 
burning in Rajasthan and 

Punjab respectively in Octo-
ber, 2022 compared to Octo-
ber, 2021. 

Farm Fires in Punjab rose 
from 13269 to 16004 from 
October 2021 to October 
2022 recording a rise of 20%, 
while in Rajasthan, it rose 
from 124 to 318 from October 
2021 to October 2022 record-
ing a rise of 160%. 

The Minister also raised 
alarm that Delhi recorded 
7 “Very Poor” Air Quality 
Days in October this year 
compared to nil such cases 
in October, 2021. Dr Jiten-
dra Singh also pointed out 
that Haryana and Uttar 
Pradesh witnessed decline 
of farm fires incidents by 

30% and 38% respectively 
during the same period. 
Haryana witnessed 1995 
fire counts in October 2022 
as compared to 2914 in Octo-
ber 2021. Similarly, UP reg-
istered 768 fire counts this 
October, compared to 1060 
cases in October, 2021. In the 
first five days of the current 
month of November ending 
last evening, the number of 

fire counts was much higher 
in Punjab than Haryana and 
Uttar Pradesh. For example, 
yesterday i.e. on 5 November, 
the number of fire counts 
in Punjab was 2817 and in 
Rajasthan 91 respectively 
compared to 90 in Haryana 
and 24 in Uttar Pradesh re-
spectively. The highest fire 
count on any single day was 
recorded on 2nd November, 

when Punjab topped with 
3,634 farm fire incidents and 
the number in Rajasthan re-
corded up to 63.

Dr Jitendra Singh said, the 
abnormal rise in cases of 
stubble burning in Punjab 
in the first five days of No-
vember is solely responsible 
for plunging the air quality 
in severe category. He said, 
Punjab registered 13, 396 
fire counts from 1st to 5thNo-
vember, 2022, while it was 
16,004 for the entire month 
of October, 2022.

India Meteorological De-
partment and Indian Insti-
tute of Tropical Meteorology 
under the aegis of Ministry 
of Earth Sciences has opera-
tionalized Air Quality Early 
Warning System (AQEWS). 
The contribution of Stub-
ble fire in pollution level 
of PM2.5 is estimated by 
AQEWS. The contributed is 
estimated at 9.7% on 1st No-
vember, 7.4% on 2nd Novem-
ber, 32% on 3rd November 
and 17.8% on 4th November. 

ENVIRONMENT

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh cautions that air 
pollution related stubble burning cases have risen by 
160% in Rajasthan and 20% in Punjab in October, 
2022 compared to October, 2021
TDG NETWORK FIRE COUNTS IN PUNJAB, HARYANA, UP AND RAJASTHAN  

DURING OCTOBER 2021 AND 2022.

The governments in the two States are not doing enough to 
check stubble burning and are, on the contrary, increas-
ingly contributing to the deteriorating air quality in Delhi-
NCR
IMD data suggests, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh witnessed 
decline of farm fires incidents by 30% and 38% respectively 
during the same period
Punjab registers over 13,396 fire counts in first five days 
of November, compared to 16,004 fires in entire October 
2022, thus plunging the air quality into severe category 

TDG NETWORK 

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: ORDERED 
CBI INVESTIGATION INTO 
KERALITE MEDICAL STUDENT 
DEATH IN MANGALURU; NOT 
A SIMPLE CASE OF ACCIDENT, 
‘TRUTH MUST COME OUT’

 The Supreme Court in the 
case M S Radhakrishnan vs 
The State Of Karnataka ob-
served and has directed the 
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion [CBI] to investigate the 
death of a medical student in 
Mangaluru.

In the present case, the stu-
dent, Rohit Radhakrishnan, 
a Keralite of AJ Institute of 
Medical Science in Man-
galore. On 03.23.2014, his 
headless body was found 
near Tannirbhavi. It was 
concluded in the investiga-
tion that the death was due 
to an accident. Therefore, 
an abated charge-sheet 
was also filed against the 
deceased for the offence of 
rash driving and for causing 
death by negligence under 
Section 279, Section 304A of 
the Indian Penal Code, 1860 
reading with Section 185 of 
the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988. 
Thus, the deceased father 
approached the Apex Court 
wherein seeking a direction 
for investigation in this mat-
ter by the CBI.

The bench comprising of 
Justice MR Shah and Justice 
MM Sundresh observed 
while referring to the pho-
tographs produced along 
with the writ petition and 
other materials, the court 
prima facie stated that this 
case is not being of a simple 
accident as opined by the In-
vestigating Agency.

The bench observed that it 
being an unheard of the fact 
that an abated charge-sheet 
can be filed against the de-
ceased who is alleged to have 
been killed or murdered. 
This court is not satisfied at 

all and further investigation 
carried out by the Investigat-
ing Agency-CID, Bengaluru. 
However, the truth needs to 
come out after thorough and 
proper investigation by the 
Investigating Agency.

The court while directing 
the CBI for investigating in 
the present matter, the court 
stated that the Investigating 
Agency – CID, Bengaluru 
has failed to perform its duty 
by not thoroughly investi-
gating the case and trying to 
find out the truth. The abat-
ed charge-sheet filed against 
the deceased was also set 
aside by the court.

The bench stated that the 
CBI, Bengaluru, Karnataka 
is expected for concluding 
the investigation as early 
as possible, the court while 
considering the fact that 
the incident is of 2014 and 
the petitioner-father of the 
deceased is waiting for the 
justice.

Accordingly, the court di-
rected CBI to file periodical 
status report before the High 
Court in every two months 
on the further investigation 
which is being carried out. 
Further, it has also been di-
rected by the court that the 
CID, Bengaluru to pay costs 
of Rs.1,00,000/- to the peti-
tioner- M S Radhakrishnan.

TDG NETWORK 
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TOP OF THE DAY

AFGHANISTAN: 7 
KILLED, INCLUDING 
TWO DOCTORS, IN 
ROAD MISHAP
KABUL: Seven people 
were killed, including 
two doctors, after a 
car overturned in the 
Afghan province of 
Laghman on Saturday. 
The accident occurred 
in the village of Kel 
of Farshaghan valley, 
Dawlat Shah district, 
Laghman province, and 
left three people injured, 
Khaama Press reported. 
According to Laghman’s 
spokesperson, Salamat 
Khan Bilal, the injured 
were transported to 
the nearest hospital, 
and two physicians- a 
male and a female died 
in the tragic accident. 
Meanwhile, on Friday, a 
passenger vehicle of the 
minibus type overturned 
in the Doshakh region 
of the Salang highway in 
Afghanistan and killed 
three people. Eight were 
severely wounded dur-
ing the fatal accident.

PROTEST IN TIBET 
OVER COVID 
RESTRICTIONS, 200 
DETAINED
LHASA:  Tibetan capital 
Lhasa witnessed a 
massive protest 
against the Chinese 
government’s severe 
Covid-restrictions. 
Hundreds of people in 
Lhasa protested over the 
Chinese government’s 
strict Covid measures, 
and lockdown as per the 
footage shown. The pro-
testors took to the street 
at noon. The protest was 
said to have continued 
throughout the evening, 
according to UK-based 
media. For more than 
two months, authorities 
have shut down Lhasa 
and inflicted harsh and 
severe Covid restrictions, 
which has led to a major 
protest in Lhasa. 

US: 12 PEOPLE 
INJURED IN 
PHILADELPHIA BAR 
SHOOTING
PHILADELPHIA : At least 
12 people were shot on 
Saturday night (local 
time) outside a bar in 
Philadelphia’s Kensing-
ton section. According 
to sources, it happened 
Saturday night in the 
area of East Allegheny 
and Kensington avenues, 
as per reports. They 
confirmed that 12 people 
have been shot. There’s 
no immediate word on 
the conditions of the 
victims and it’s still un-
clear what led up to the 
shooting. 

UK DECLARES 
BANK HOLIDAY FOR 
KING CHARLES III 
CORONATION
LONDON:  With an aim 
to honour the coronation 
of King Charles III, UK 
on Sunday (local time) 
declared a bank holiday 
for May 8. “The Prime 
Minister has decided to 
proclaim an additional 
bank holiday to mark the 
Coronation of His Maj-
esty King Charles III next 
year. The bank holiday 
will fall on Monday 8 May, 
following the Corona-
tion on Saturday 6 May,” 
read UK Prime Minis-
ter’s Office. pleased to 
announce an additional 
bank holiday for the 
whole United Kingdom 
next year,” said UK PM 
Rishi Sunak. 

After extending joint 
air exercise with 
South Korea a few 

days back,the United States 
flew a supersonic bomber 
in a show of force against 
North Korea.

During the joint exercises 
that finished on Saturday, at 
least one B-1B aircraft from 
the US side took part, ac-
cording to a report, citing 
the South Korean defence 
ministry. The government 
also stated that North Korea 
launched four short-range 
ballistic missiles into the 
ocean.

Around 240 warplanes, 
including cutting-edge F-35 
fighter fighters from both 
nations, participated in the 
Vigilant Storm exercise.

Notably, the situation in 
the region has been tight 
ever since the joint drills 
started on Monday, which 
infuriated Pyongyang.

The military of South Ko-
rea had reported that an in-
tercontinental ballistic mis-
sile (ICBM) was launched 

on Thursday at around 7:40 
a.m. from the Sunan district 
of Pyongyang. This most re-
cent launch was the nation’s 
ninth ICBM launch in 2022.

However, a defence source 
in South Korea told Yonhap 
that the missile that failed 
on Thursday seemed to 
have failed during a regular 
flight.

The North Korean leader 
has carried out more than 
100 missile launches, in-
cluding intercontinental 
ones, and four nuclear tests 
during his ten years in of-
fice. Kim Jong Un, the leader 
of North Korea, has repeat-
edly stated that his nation 
will continue to develop its 
nuclear capability.

Over 10 years in power, 
the North Korean leader has 
conducted more than 100 
missile launches, including 
intercontinental launches, 
and four nuclear tests. 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un has said numerous 
times that his country will 
continue to boost its nuclear 
potential.

SHOW OF STRENGTH 

US-S.KOREA SUPERSONIC 
BOMBER JOINT DRILLS
TDG NETWORK
SEOL 

Jets flying as part of the joint drills between U.S. and South Korea.

PROBE BEGINS 

Four of a family arrested in 
Imran Khan’s ‘assassination 
attempt’ probe
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD 

In connection with the as-
sassination attempt on 
former Pakistani Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, the 
Wazirabad police and other 
law enforcement agencies 
arrested four persons of a 
family, according to reports 
on Sunday.

In the joint operation, a 
man named Khalid was 
also arrested. He is the 
same man in whose name 
the gun recovered from the 
crime scene was registered. 
“The pistol used in the as-
sassination attempt on 
Imran Khan belongs to a 
resident of Chak 82-Junoo-

bi,” the police said adding, 
“Four persons including 
a woman were arrested in 
the joint raid.”

The arrested persons in-
cluded Khalid, his two sons 
and his wife, according to 
the police statement. “The 
licence of the pistol found 
from the scene was in the 
name of arrested man Kha-
lid,” police added.

Imran Khan was attacked 
near his container in Pun-
jab province during his 
long march in Wazirabad 
on Thursday. He sustained 
injuries on his leg and was 
shifted to a hospital for 
treatment.

Senior Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf leaders said that Im-

ran Khan believes that the 
attack on him in which bul-
lets were fired was carried 
out at the behest of three 
people including Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, 
the country’s Interior Min-
ister and a top ISI General 
and his remarks were based 
on information he had re-
ceived.

Seven people were injured 
and a person was killed 
during the firing incident 
during the Haqeeqi March. 
The suspected shooter who 
opened fire during the rally 
was caught by police where 
he admitted that he wanted 
to kill Imran Khan because 
“he was misleading the 
public.”

AFTER FIRING ON IMRAN

CHINESE CPEC WORKERS TO MOVE 
IN BULLET-PROOF CARS 
TDG NETWORK
PAKISTAN 

Following the firing on for-
mer PM of Pakistan, Imran 
Khan, there were growing 
concerns over the safety 
and security of Chinese 
nationals working on the 
China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) projects, 
Pakistan and China on Sun-
day agreed to use bullet-
proof vehicles for the Chi-
nese workers for all outdoor 
movements.

China and Pakistan ex-
changed the draft minutes 
of the 11th Joint Coopera-
tion Committee (JCC) of the 
CPEC, it said, “It has been 
decided that bullet-proof 
vehicles shall be used for all 

outdoor movements of the 
Chinese employed on proj-
ects.” 

Pakistan and China did 
not sign the 11th Joint Co-
operation Committee dur-
ing the two-day visit of the 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif to Beijing earlier this 
week, against the expecta-
tion of the public. “Due to 
a very short visit of only 24 
hours some of the memo-
randum of understanding, 
including the minutes of the 
JCC, could not be signed,” 
the Minister said.

“About 17 meetings took 
place in a span of 24 hours, 
which left no time for some 
other important engage-
ments,” he said.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 

reports,both parties have 
agreed to increase the capac-
ity of law enforcement and 
investigative organisations.

It had been agreed that the 
National Forensic Science 
Agency (NFSA) would be 
constructed on contempo-
rary lines in order to hasten 
the investigations into the 
crimes involving Chinese 
people.

In order to completely up-
grade the National Forensic 
Science Lab in Islamabad, 
the Pakistani side requested 
Chinese cooperation. Ac-
cording to the draught min-
utes, The Express Tribune 
stated that the Chinese side 
assured them of their com-
plete support for the initia-
tive.

TDG NETWORK
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WOMEN RIGHTS 

Residents of Day Mirdad 
district in the southern part 
of Maidan Wardak Province 
of Afghanistan demanded 
the establishment of girls’ 
schools in the province and 
called for the reopening of 
schools for girls above sixth 
grade across the country.

“Go and check that there 
are no female schools in the 
upper and lower parts of 
this district,” said Hewadul-
lah, a resident of the Day 
Mirdad district, as the resi-
dent described the plight of 
girls in the province. Since 
the Taliban took control of 
Afghanistan in August last 

year, their draconian mea-
sures for women and girls of 
Kabul have put their future 
in dark.

Highlighting the situation, 
another resident of the Day 
Mirdad district, Rahmatul-
lah said, “Science helps 
people learn about Allah, 
and people are not opposed 
to learning science; instead, 
they desire education.” 

“We want our sisters and 
daughters to attend school 
so that they can learn their 
rituals and be able to write,” 
said another resident Sayed 
Mohammad, in a separate 
statement.

Several human rights 
and education activists had 
urged world leaders in an 

open letter recently to mount 
diplomatic pressure on the 
Taliban to reopen secondary 
schools for girls in the war-
torn country as the Taliban’s 
brutal regime in Afghani-
stan will soon complete a 
year in August.

Young girls and women 
have been compromising 
with their aspirations as it 
has been more than 300 
days since their development 
has been distorted, the activ-
ists said adding, that if this 
situation persists, their aims 
and hopes will suffer greatly.

Taliban has imposed dra-
conian restrictions on the 
rights to freedom of expres-
sion, association, assembly 
and movement for women 

and girls.
The Taliban’s decision 

to ban female students 
above grade six from go-
ing to school has drawn 
widespread criticism at the 
national and international 
levels. Further, the Taliban 
regime which took over Ka-
bul in August last year has 
curtailed women’s rights 
and freedoms, with women 
largely excluded from the 
workforce due to the eco-
nomic crisis and restrictions.

As a result of this, women 
and girls in Afghanistan are 
facing a human rights crisis, 
deprived of the fundamental 
rights to non-discrimination, 
education, work, public par-
ticipation and health. 

School for girls demanded by residents 
in Afghan province of Wardak
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Former  Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan 

will return to the political 
arena in two to three days, 
informed  Hammad Azhar, 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
leader.

Talking to the media at 
the Shaukat Khanum Hos-
pital in Lahore, Azhar said 
their part will continue 
their ‘long march’ toward 
Islamabad against the at-
tempted assassination of 
Imran Khan. 

On Thursday, the PTI 
chief was injured after a 
man opened fire at him in 
Gujranwala. The former 
prime minister sustained 
injuries on his leg and has 
been shifted to a hospital 
for treatment.

The attacker on Imran 
Khan was “a religious fa-
natic engineered at a stu-
dio,” the PTI leader empha-
sised, adding that the PTI 
leaders are going to meet 
in this regard and will brief 
the media afterwards.

Azhar said a total of Rs 15 
million will be given to the 
family of Moazzam Gondal, 
the youth who lost his life 
during the gun attack on 
Imran Khan on November 

3 in Wazirabad.
He said he would take the 

bereaved family of Moaz-
zam to meet Imran Khan 
at the Shaukat Khanum 
Hospital.

Meanwhile, Pakistani 
Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif on Saturday 
slammed Imran Khan for 
undermining national in-
stitutions and requested 
the Chief Justice of Pakistan 
to form a full court commis-
sion to investigate his alle-
gations.

“Imran Niazi habitually 
uses baseless allegations 
and lies to spread anarchy.

The government has re-
quested the Chief Justice 
of Pakistan to form a full 
court commission to inves-
tigate his allegations. Let 
the people see through his 
game plan to undermine 
national institutions,” She-
hbaz Sharif tweeted.

Shehbaz Sharif wrote 
a letter to the Supreme 
Court to constitute a full-
court bench to investigate 
the allegations made by the 
PTI Chief Imran Khan and 
also the investigation of 
the Arshad Sharif murder 
case, ARY News reported.

He made these remarks 
while addressing a press 
conference in Lahore. 

LONG MARCH 

IMRAN WILL RETURN TO POLITICAL
ARENA IN TWO TO THREE DAYS, SAYS PTI

PTI  Chief  Imran Khan 

Pakistan: 5 security personnel killed  in Ghotki
Five policemen were killed after they were attacked 
by dacoits in Ghotki city in Sindh on Sunday accoridng 
to a report. The incident occurred in the Kacha area 
of Ubauro in Ghotki which is located in Northern 
Sindh, Geo News reported. Out of the five police 
officers who were killed, one was a deputy superin-
tendent of police (DSP) and two station house officers 
(SHO). According to Deputy Inspector General (DIG) 
Javed Jiskani, a police camp was set up in the Kacha 
area to recover the hostages from the Ronti area. 

TDG NETWORK
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TWITTER TAKEOVER

United Nations High Com-
missioner for  Human 
Rights, Volker Turk on Sat-
urday issued an open letter 
to the new CEO of Twitter, 
Elon Musk and urged him 
to “ensure human rights 
are central to the manage-
ment of Twitter,” following 
the reports of layoff of entire 
human rights team of the mi-
croblogging site.
“In short, I urge you to 

ensure human rights are 
central to the manage-
ment of Twitter under your 
leadership,” Turk said in a 
letter. “Twitter is part of a 
global revolution that has 
transformed how we com-

municate. But I write with 
concern and apprehension 
about our digital public 
square and Twitter’s role in 
it,” UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights stated in 
the letter.
“Like all companies, Twit-

ter needs to understand the 
harms associated with its 
platform and take steps to 
address them. Respect for 
our shared human rights 
should set the guardrails for 
the platform’s use and evolu-
tion,” he added.
In his letter, Turk urged 

Twitter to stand up for the 
rights to privacy and free 
expression to the full extent 
possible, under relevant 
laws, and to transparently 
report on Government re-
quests that would infringe 
those rights.
The viral spread of harm-

ful disinformation, like that 
seen during the Covid-19 
pandemic in relation to vac-
cines, results in real-world 
harm. 

UN urges Musk to ensure 
human rights are central to 
management of Twitter

Twitter’s new chief Elon Musk
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MOBILIZATION DRIVE

Vladimir Putin, President of 
Russia signed a law to mobi-
lize citizens with criminal 
records of murder, robbery, 
drug trafficking, and other 
serious crimes under the 
Criminal Code of the Rus-
sian Federation for military 
service, according to the re-
ports on Saturday.However, 
people who committed sex 
offences against minors, 

participated in the killing 
of a public figure, engaged 
in terrorism, or participated 
in extremist activity are ex-
cluded from the requirement 
to perform community ser-
vice. The Russian Ministry 
of Defence ceased all partial 
mobilisation procedures 
earlier this week, according 
to Putin, who claimed on 
Friday that the Kremlin has 
already mobilised an addi-
tional 18,000 soldiers for its 
war in Ukraine.Only after 

Putin writes a formal decree 
will his partial mobilisation 
order be lifted.On  21ST Sep-
tember, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin issued an or-
der to partially mobilise the 
military in Moscow as part 
of an apparent escalation 
of the country’s invasion of 
Ukraine that started in Feb-
ruary of this year.As the mis-
sile attacks continue to target 
important Ukrainian cities, 
the war is already in its ninth 
month.

LAW TO MOBILIZE RUSSIAN CITIZENS WITH 
CRIMINAL RECORDS SIGNED BY PUTIN
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Pak economic crisis 

Pakistan spending 
66% of forex on 
fuel imports

US Representative from 
Western Michigan, Peter 
Meijer said that the Western 
countries particularly Amer-
ica are moving too slowly in 
engaging with the Afghani-
stan interim government.

During an interview with 
ToloNews, Meijer said, “My 
concern and my criticism 
of a lot of international en-
gagement, especially from 
the American side, is it is 
too slow, this is a moment of 
change, this is a moment of 
opportunity, but it is also a 
moment that if we go down 
the pathways of the past if we 
fall back into those old hab-
its and trends of mistrust, if 
we sacrifice and disregard 
a lot of the improvements 
and trust that have been 
built over the past year, the 
security cooperation we saw 
--I saw first-hand--at Kabul 
airport during the US with-
drawal.” 

Talking about Afghani-
stan politics, a US Represen-
tative said that the Islamic 
Emirate is the only govern-

ment and America accepts 
and deals with that reality. 
He further added that there 
are cultural differences be-
tween western countries 
and Afghanistan and one 
cannot impose their values, 
ToloNews reported. “It also 
is important that the Islamic 
Emirate recognize the de-
sires and the wishes of its 
own citizens to pursue what 
is best for their futures,” 
Meijer said. Meijer also not-
ed that there would be grave 

consequences if small dif-
ferences get in the way and 
expectations on both sides 
are not met. “Those na-
tions who set conditions for 
the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan, which it should 
accept, the Islamic Emirate 
is also looking for a way to 
do something to meet their 
conditions, which at least do 
not conflict with the Islamic 
laws and Afghan customs 
and traditions,” ToloNews 
quoted political analyst Mo-
hammad Nasir Haqqani as 
saying.

“The world demands that 
an inclusive government 
should be created and girls 
should be allowed to go 
to school and also human 
rights should be upheld, 
these are also the demands 
that the Afghan people sup-
port” said Wahed Faqiri, in-
ternational relations expert. 
However, Zabiullah Muja-
hid, the Islamic Emirate’s 
spokesperson, denied that 
human rights were being 
violated in Afghanistan and 
he added that Kabul wants 
to interact with the interna-
tional community.

negotiations with taliban 

west is moving too slowly in 
engaging with taliban: U.s. 
rePresentative

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said on Saturday that 28 ships carrying var-
ious agricultural products have left Ukrai-
nian ports in the past week, and the revival 
of the Black Sea grain corridor is one of the 
most significant international results de-
spite Russian threats, Al Jazeera reported.

“We showed that the world is capable of 
guaranteeing stability despite any threats 
posed by Russia………The world did not suc-
cumb to Russian blackmail, key actors acted 
decisively, and, as a result, the aggravation 
of the food crisis was avoided,” the Ukrai-
nian president said. 

The vessels that left Ukrainian ports car-
ried more than 800,000  tonnes of food 
products from ports in Odesa, Chorno-
morsk, and Pivdenny, Zelensky said during 
his nightly address, adding that the destina-
tions are Egypt, Libya, Morocco, Algeria, 
Oman, Turkey, China, and Ethiopia.

“Moreover, the ship to Ethiopia with 
30,000 tonnes of wheat on board was char-
tered by the UN (World) Food Programme,” 
Zelenskyy said during the address.

Earlier on Wednesday, Russia resumed 

its participation in the Black Sea grain deal, 
after securing guarantees from Ukraine on 
the non-use of the humanitarian corridor 
and ports designated for the export of agri-
cultural products for military operations. 
“With the help of an international organi-
zation and Turkey, the necessary written 
guarantees from Ukraine on the non-use 
of the humanitarian corridor and Ukrai-
nian ports designated for the export of ag-

ricultural products for military operations 
against the Russian Federation were ob-
tained and submitted to the Joint Coordina-
tion Centre (JCC) on November 1,” the Rus-
sian defense ministry said in a statement.

“The Russian Federation believes that 
the guarantees received at this time are ad-
equate and resumes implementation of the 
agreement - the Initiative for the Safe Trans-
portation of Grain and Food from Ukrai-
nian Ports (the Black Sea Initiative)—which 
had been halted following the terrorist at-
tack in Sevastopol,” the statement added.

The UN-brokered Black Sea grain deal 
was signed during a ceremony in Istanbul 
in July. Under the deal, ships transporting 
grain from three Ukrainian ports travel 
along an agreed corridor to markets world-
wide.

For Food secUrity

Ukrainian Prez zelenskyy calls 
revival oF black sea grain 
corridor signiFicant

amid war escalation 

‘involved in accident’

economic slowdown 

US wants Ukraine’s openness 
to hold dialogue with Russia

Plane crashes in 
Tanzania’s Lake Victoria, 
several rescued 

African countries face heat as China 
slows down lending

TDG NeTwork 
Washington

The Biden adminis-
tration is “privately” 
encouraging Kyiv to 

demonstrate a readiness to 
negotiate with Russia, The 
Washington Post reported, 
citing people familiar with 
the discussions.

Mediation began at the 
end of February this year 
after the start of the war in 
Ukraine. The last round of 
the negotiations concluded 
in Istanbul on 29 March. 

The talks have been stalled 
since, despite the efforts by 
UN.  According to the news-
paper, the United States 
does not want Ukraine 
to start negotiations with 
Russia, but, instead, aims 
to ensure that Kyiv has the 
support of other countries. 
“Ukraine fatigue is a real 
thing for some of our part-
ners,” one US official told 
The Washington Post. 
The report states that con-
cerns are mounting in parts 
of Europe, Africa, and 
Latin America, as food and 

fuel prices are rising amid 
Russia’s ongoing “special 
operation” in Ukraine. 
Earlier in September, 

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin said that Mos-
cow was still open to talks 
with Kyiv and called on 
Ukraine to stop the hostili-
ties. Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, in 
turn, said that Kyiv was 
ready for dialogue with 
Moscow, but only if another 
president came to power in 
Russia.

The Kremlin responded 

saying that Moscow would 
wait for a change in the 
stance of Ukraine’s current 
president or his successor. 
The report comes after 
US National  Security 
Advisor Jake Sullivan 
met Zelenskyy in Kyiv 
on Friday to ‘underscore’ 
Washington’s support amid 
the escalation of the war in 
Ukraine. Sullivan affirmed 
that the United States will 
continue with the economic 
a n d  h u m a n i t a r i a n 
assistance and ongoing 
efforts with partners to 

hold Russia accountable for 
its aggression. The recent 
surge in Russian attacks 
has resulted in massive 
blackouts. Besides this, 
Kyiv residents are under 
severe water shortages as 
one of the strikes hit an 
energy facility that powered 
350,000 apartments in the 
capital, CNN reported.

In total, the United States 
has now committed more 
than USD 18.9 billion in se-
curity assistance to Ukraine 
since the beginning of the 
Biden Administration.

As China begins to hold back finan-
cial help for the world, countries 
like Nigeria and other African na-
tions seem to be stuck in a limbo. 
Economic growth in Sub-Saharan 
Africa is set to decelerate from 4.1% 
in 2021 to 3.3% in 2022, as a result of 
a slowdown in global growth, rising 
inflation exacerbated by the war in 
Ukraine, adverse weather conditions, 
a tightening in global financial condi-

tions, and the rising risk of debt dis-
tress, according to the World Bank. 

China’s rolling back on loans would 
thaw growth in Africa and cannot 
be allowed by most investors, said 
Charles Robertson, the global chief 
economist at Renaissance Capital 
Limited, citing Nigeria’s Legit.ng. 
According to German insurance 
giant Allianz, China might no 
longer be interested in providing 
Africa with the same amount of fi-
nancial assistance such as loans, 
investments, and trades as before. 

Citing the 2020 report, columnist 
Pascal Oparada argued that China’s 
share of debt owed to G20 nations 
spiked from 45% in 2013 to 63% to-
wards the end of 2019. He said China 
has invested heavily in foreign coun-
tries to secure supply and promote 
exports, and added that Beijing also 
buys half of the world’s raw materials. 
According to a Legit.ng report, 
Nigeria has emerged as the top 
debtor to China. As of 30 June , 
2022, its debt to China accounted 
for 83.57% of its bilateral debt. 

“This brings the total debt owed 
by the West African country 
to China to about $3.9 billion,” 
the Nigerian publication added. 
Other top African countries that 
received the   loans, include An-
gola, Ethiopia, Zambia, Kenya, 
Egypt, Nigeria, Cameroon, South 
Africa, the Congo, and Ghana. 
Experts have accused China of de-
stroying the lives of millions of Af-
ricans who depend on it for their 
countries’ infrastructural and overall 
development, according to Legit.ng.
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Amid surging energy prices 
worldwide due to the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war and a de-
teriorating economy due to 
inflation and its depreciating 
currency, Pakistan is forced 
to spend 66% of its forex re-
serve on fuel imports.

Pakistan is currently 
spending approximately 
USD 21.43 billion annually 
on fuel imports, which is 
about 66% of its total foreign 
exchange reserves, accord-
ing to The Express Tribune. 
Pakistan’s reliance on costly 
imported fuels continues to 
grow in parallel with the in-
creasing energy needs, caus-
ing stagnation in the sector. 
Hence, the switch to or focus 
on indigenous resources is 
becoming a ‘must’ in order 
to meet the growing energy 
demands of the country. 
The fuel cost per unit of 
energy generated from im-
ported coal increased from 
Rs 20.17/kWh to Rs 29.12/
kWh, while the per unit cost 
of energy generated from 
local Thar coal remained 

around Rs 4–4.5/kWh. This 
was revealed in the State of 
Industry Report 2022, re-
cently issued by Nepra, as 
reported by The Express 
Tribune.

Notably, the coal-fired 
power plants in Pakistan 
import coal mainly from 
South Africa and Indonesia, 
and this imported coal alone 
has seen a significant price 
surge of late. 

The delivered price of 
South African coal in-
creased from USD 177 per 
tonne to USD 407 per tonne 
during the last year alone, 
reported The Express Tri-
bune. 

Keeping this in mind, the 
report added that a propos-
al to convert imported coal-
based power plants already 
set up in the country to Thar 
coal is under consideration. 
The report added that en-
hancing the share of elec-
tricity based on indigenous 
energy supplies is crucial to 
ensure energy security, self-
reliance, affordability, sus-
tainability, and a reduction 
in dependency on imported 
fuel-based generation.

TDG NeTwork 
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Several passengers have 
been rescued after a com-
mercial flight crashed into 
Lake Victoria in Tanzania on 
Sunday, CNN reported citing 
the officials.

Boats with emergency 
response personnel were 
deployed to the crash site, 
which is Africa’s largest river 
by area. Precision air which 
was operating the aircraft, 
said that 26 people had been 
rescued so far before add-
ing that no fatalities had yet 
been confirmed, according 
to a statement posted to its 
Twitter account. 

After the crash, the plane 
was almost completely sub-
merged with only the brown 
and green tail fin above the 
water.

Top regional official Albert 
Chalamila said that three 

bodies had been recovered 
so far following the crash, 
which has been blamed on 
bad weather.

The flight had taken off 
from Tanzania’s commercial 
capital of Dar es Salaam but 
was “involved in an accident 
as it was approaching Buko-
ba airport and crash landed 
in Lake Victoria,” the car-
rier said. A total of 43 people 
were   the flight, includ-
ing 39 passengers and four 
crew members, according to 
the airline and Kagera pro-
vincial Commissioner Albert 
Chalamila.

Video circulating on social 
media, taken by onlookers 
on the shores of Lake Vic-
toria, showed the aircraft 
submerged in the water with 
emergency responders coor-
dinating rescue efforts from 
nearby boats.

“We’re trying to pull out 
ofaircraf ” om the water. 

We’re trying to check if the 
wheels hit the ground un-
der water or figure out some 
other way to push it out of 
the lake. At this time, there 
is still communication from 
the cockpit. “The pilots are 
still in contact with us,” Cha-
lamila said.

Tanzania’s President took 
to social media to call for 
calm while rescuers worked 
at the site of a downed plane. 
“I have received with sad-
ness the information about 
the crash of the Precision 
Air flight at Lake Victoria, 
in the Kagera region,” Presi-
dent Samoa Suluhu wrote on 
Twitter Sunday. “I send my 
condolences to all those af-
fected by this incident. “Let’s 
continue to be calm as the 
rescue operation continues 
and we pray to God to help 
us,”, he added.  Precision Air 
is a Tanzanian airline based 
in Dar es Salaam. 

Taiwan’s defence ministry detected 
46 Chinese aircraft and 4 naval ves-
sels in its neighbourhood on Sunday.

The Taiwanese army said that 
it has responded with controlled 
air patrol, naval vessels, and land-
based missile systems.

 “46 PLA aircraft and 4 PLAN ves-
sels around our surrounding region 
were detected today (Nov. 6, 2022) 
until 1700 (GMT+8). #ROCArmed-
Forces have monitored the situation 
and responded to these activities 
with aircraft in CAP, naval vessels, 
and land-based missile systems,” the 

Taiwanese defence ministry tweeted. 
Twenty-one of these detected aircraft 
had flown on the east part of the me-
dian line of the Taiwan Strait and 
the Southwest Air Defense Identi-
fication Zone (ADIZ). The aircraft 
named by the Taiwanese defence 
ministry are JH-7, CH-4, SU-30*2, 
J-11*4, J-16*8, BZK-005, Y-8 ASW*2, 
KJ-500, WZ-7. This Chinese activ-
ity is not an isolated incident, as the 
Taiwanese defence ministry almost 
daily reports it as occurring. On Sat-
urday as well, 9 People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA) aircraft and 2 of its na-
val vessels in Taiwan’s surrounding 
region were detected. The Republic 
of China Armed Forces monitored 

the situation and responded to these 
activities. Moreover, the US senior 
director of the foundation for the 
Defense of Democracies Center on 
Cyber and Technology Innovation, 
Mark Montgomery, warned Tai-
wan and said that China would use 
cyber-attacks rather than its mili-
tary against Taipei, the Taipei Times 
reported, citing Voice of America’s 
Chinese-language Web site.Voice of 
America’s Chinese language website 
updated and quoted Montgomery 
as saying that Beijing might try to 
use cyber tools to destroy Taiwan’s 
satellite communications, accord-
ing to the Taipei Times. He further 
said that the US assistance would 

involve researching critical infra-
structure, finding vulnerabilities, 
and devising ways to protect against 
them. Montgomery was one of the 
authors of a report titled “The At-
tack on America’s Future: Cyber-
Enabled Economic Warfare,” which 
was published on Friday by the US 
Help Needed Foundation.Accord-
ing to Taipei Times, the report said 
that the US must work with allies 
to defend against cyberattacks by 
aggressive nations. “Cyberattacks 
on critical infrastructure could dis-
rupt a US military mobilisation in 
defence of Taiwan or interfere with 
other military operations by China’s 
adversaries,” the report said.

china-taiwan conFlict

46 chinese aircraFt, 4 naval vessels detected near taiwan
TDG NeTwork
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A grain ship leaves Black sea port after russia resumed Black sea grain deal

Peter Meijer 
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A screen grab from the rescue operation at Victoria river on Sunday. 
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A fan gets 
an haircut 

representing 
Virat Kohli 

on the 
occasion 

of the 
cricketer’s 

34th 
birthday, in 

Mumbai. 

FANFARE 

#ALIABHATT, #RANBIRKAPOOR

ALIA, RANBIR WELCOME BABY GIRL, 
NETIZENS CONGRATULATE COUPLE 
Alia Bhatt and Ranbir Kapoor are proud parents of a 
baby girl and as the couple announced the news on 
social media, celebrities and fans couldn’t keep calm.
Alia took to her Instagram to share the news. In the 
post, she wrote, “And in the best news of our lives:- Our 
baby is here...and what a magical girl she is. We are 
officially bursting with love - Blessed and obsessed 
PARENTS!!!! Love love love Alia and Ranbir.”
Many B-town celebs and netizens took to their social 
media handles to share congratulatory messages for 
the new parents. 

Actor Anushka Sharma wrote, “Hugest congratula-
tions to the parents and lots of love and blessings to the 
baby girl.” Bipasha Basu wrote, “God bless little baby 
girl. Congratulations Alia and Ranbir.” Actor Ayush-
mann Khurrana  wrote,” Congratulations Alia and 
Ranbir.” Vaani Kapoor wrote, “ Congratulations! Wish-
ing you both so much joy and happiness. Lots of love to 
the baby girl.”

“Climate 
change 
“humanity’s 
biggest 
challenge 
in modern 
times.”

— SAMEH SHOUKRY

BRAIN-PICKING 

COP27 President at the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference. 

IN ASSAM 

Luxury cars on avail 
at this lottery contest 

TDG NETWORK
BARPETA                                        

The long queues outside the ticket counter at the annual Howly 
Raas festival in Assam’s Barpeta district this year are unlike 
previous editions as people are lining up for lottery tickets, each 
prized at Rs 100 and promising high-end luxury cars for the 
lucky winners.

The organising committee of the Howly Raas festival, which is 
held on the occasion of Raas Mahotsav, arranges a lottery com-
petition every year. 

According to the Raas Mahotsav organising committee, the 
lottery competition this year has an eye-popping prize pool as 21 
luxury vehicles will be given away to the lucky winners. 

“We have released 3.20 lakh tickets for this year’s lottery com-
petition and will give away 21 luxury vehicles as prizes. The first 
prize is an AUDI A4 while the second is an MG Hector. We will 
conduct the lottery competition on 21 November,” said Phanin-
dra Nath, secretary of the event’s organising committee. 

First prize is an Audi A4. 

Shah Rukh Khan. 

Elon Musk 

TDG NETWORK  
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VIRAL 

A parrot amusingly 
sat on a TV report-
er’s shoulder before 

stealing his earpiece and fly-
ing off with it, during a live 
broadcast about crime and 
insecurity.

While journalist Nicolas 
Krumm was live on air ad-
dressing the increase in rob-
beries, a parrot came near his 
shoulder and surprised him 
by removing his earpiece.

The amusing incident was 
caught on camera, and it 
demonstrates that Nicolas 
Krumm was live-broad-
casting about robberies and 
security in Santiago de Chile 
when destiny intended for 
him to get a surprise visitor.

The parrot was sitting on 
the journalist’s shoulder 

when the footage was shot, 
and the journalist imme-
diately began signalling 
the cameraman. The bird 
abruptly took two steps to 
his right and removed the 

ear pod, which happened 
with incredible speed.

Many people are raving 
about the clip on the inter-
net, and it may have been 
among the funniest things 

to ever happen live on tele-
vision. The video is being 
widely shared on all major 
social media platforms glob-
ally, despite the fact that it is 
in Spanish.

AN UNINVITED GUEST THAT 
STEALS THE SHOW ON-AIR 

Screengrab of the viral video. 

'Fake' Marvel superheroes in Peru 
nab drug peddlers in style 

GENIUS 

In order to carry out a massive drug 
raid during Halloween celebrations, 
Peruvian officers dressed as characters 
from the popular Marvel “Avengers” 
franchise recently.

Four officers, dressed as Spider-Man, 
Captain America, Thor, and Black 
Widow, came out on Halloween to con-
duct a narcotics raid in Peru.

The New York Post quoted the Pe-
ruvian National Police, according to 
whom the four officers made a “genius 
move” on the drug peddlers by mixing 
among the Halloween crowd to catch 
them. The crime-fighting superheroes, 
who went by the name of “Marvel,” 
patrolled one of Peru’s most violent 
neighbourhoods, San Juan de Lurig-
ancho, when they zeroed in on a par-
ticular residence there, as per the New 
York Post.

Police said that when Spider-Man 
and his friends arrived, the officers 
used special equipment to break down 
a steel door before drawing their weap-

ons on each drug gang member.
During the raid, police confiscated 

127 bags of marijuana, 287 bags of co-
caine, 3,250 little packages of basic 
cocaine paste, and a crude coca leaf 
extract.

Three men and a woman were 
nabbed by the police, according to The 
Post. The suspects apparently assumed 
it was a joke when the superheroes 

swooped through the door, but sev-
eral unmasked officers followed them 
inside.

The New York Post quoted Police 
Colonel David Villanueva, who said, 
“In this building, an entire family was 
dedicating themselves to the micro-
commercialisation of drugs.” “The 
drugs were going to be sold in a park 
nearby.   

Police dressed as Spiderman, Captain Americ, Thor. 
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WHY SRK WON’T DO REALITY SHOW LIKE KARDASHIANS
ONE-LINERS 

Shah Rukh Khan, aka King Khan, has 
dominated the film industry for more 
than 30 years. He climbed the ladder of 
success each year, giving one blockbuster 
after another, and while he is considered 
to be one of the most hardworking actors 
in the industry, he is also known as the 
most intelligent one out of the lot.

Apart from charming the audience with 
his charisma on-screen, SRK is known to 
come up with the funniest one-liners.

On Saturday, SRK got back to his witty 
form by striking up a conversation with 
his fans on Twitter. He conducted the 
#AskSRK session, during which a fan 
asked him whether he will ever make a 
reality show like ‘Keeping up with the 

Kardashians’.
SRK replied, saying that his family is 

quite private and wouldn’t be up for such 

a show.
The fan also asked him if there was a 

show based on his family, what it would 
be called, to which SRK replied, “Khan-
daan, I guess.”

\On the work front, Shah Rukh Khan 
will be next seen in director Siddharth 
Anand’s upcoming action thriller film 
‘Pathaan’ alongside Deepika Padukone 
and John Abraham. The film is all set to 
hit the theatres on 25 January 2023, in 
Hindi, Tamil, and Telugu.

Apart from that, he also has Rajkumar 
Hirani’s upcoming film ‘Dunki’ along-
side Taapsee Pannu, and south direc-
tor Atlee’s upcoming action thriller film 
‘Jawan’ opposite south actor Nayanthara, 
which is all set to hit the theatres on 2 June 
2023, in his kitty.

TDG NETWORK
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ELON MUSK TWEETING IN HINDI?  
CONFUSED NETIZENS GO BERSERK    

LAYOFFS 

Netizens were bewildered 
at Twitter’s new chief, Elon 
Musk, tweeting in Hindi, 
wherein he was reinforcing 
his move to charge USD 8 per 
month for “blue tick” users. 
Notably, social media users 
were discussing the massive 
layoff of employees and his 
new rules and regulations for 
Twitter.

With the hashtag #Twit-
terLayoffs, the post is shared 
from an account that, at first 
glance, looks like the handle 
of the tech billionaire.

However, the handle, with 
username @iawoolford, from 
which the post is shared cre-
ated confusion with the blue 
tick beside the profile name. 
It initially led many to believe 
that Musk shared the tweet 
himself.

Reacting to massive layoffs, 
many of the posts written in 
Hindi have gone viral.

“Twitter will be divided into 
pieces, even the Twitter gang 
will have to pay USD 8.”

Another tweet read, “This 
bird is sold.” The Twitter user 
used the line imitating the 
viral “Government bik gayi” 
meme. The post is complete 
with a picture from the viral 
meme.

“This time the broom will 

run, this time the broom will 
run! The broom will hit the 
corrupt Twitter!!” read an-
other tweet by @iawoolford.

The post had a Bollywood 
angle too, wherein a famous 
dialogue from the movie, Dil-
wale Dulhania Le Jayenge, 
wherein, Shahrukh Khan 
uses the dialogue, “Small 
things like this keep hap-
pening in big countries... 
isn’t it?” He also used a fa-
mous Bhojpuri song sung by 
Pawan Singh - “Kamariya 
Kare Lapalap, Key Lollipop 
Lagelu.”

Meanwhile, Musk does not 
get affected by the criticism he 
has been receiving over his de-
cision to charge Twitter users 
to get verified accounts.

On Saturday, Musk took 
to Twitter and reiterated his 
stance on the blue tick fee. 
“Trash me all day, but it’ll cost 
$8,” he tweeted.

After Musk became the 
new CEO of Twitter, reports 
circulated on social media 
that stated the microblogging 
site would charge USD 20 per 
month for blue verification 
badge. On Tuesday, Musk 
confirmed the reports and 
announced that the company 
will charge USD 8 a month for 
Twitter’s subscription service 
with priority in replies, men-
tions, and searches.

TDG NETWORK
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FIVE UNUSUAL TYPES OF TOURISM
People take trips for a variety of reasons, but the 
majority do so to relax, experience an adventure, or 
discover a new place. However, some people use 
unusual and fantastic reasons to travel. Some people, 
personally, seek such unusual travel experiences. If 
you wish to experience tourism in a unique way, have 
a look at five different types of tourism. 

DARK TOURISM
Dark tourism centres on anything related to 
tragedy, calamity, death, and, in certain cir-
cumstances, even the afterlife. The locations 

of several deaths are quite important to the visitors 
that engage in this type of tourism, and the historical 
significance of the places where deaths happened also 
appears to be very significant. Mass suicide locations 
and, for some reason, numerous castles, appear to be 
among the most popular locations. 

DRUG TOURISM
The locations for drug tourism are now rath-
er well-established, even popular. The centre 
of drug tourism is Amsterdam, in the Neth-

erlands, where a few million young people from across 
the world visit the notorious Dutch Cannabis Cafés each 
year for recreational usage and amusement.

WAR TOURISM
This is sometimes inaccurately referred to as 
“suicide tourism.” This sort of tourism differs 
significantly from dark tourism. In this, the 

traveller goes to a combat zone to get a sense of what 
it’s like to be surrounded by bombs, bullets, and gre-
nades. In addition to being avid fans of extreme sports, 
war tourists frequently seek out adrenaline-pumping 
experiences. 

SHARK TOURISM
Shark tourism is essentially a subset of eco-
tourism, another form of travel. Whatever is 
offered in these tourist experiences is tied 

to the great white shark (and other less dangerous 
sharks), which appeals to all of these folks who love 
sharks and their bleeding jaws. 

SLUM TOURISM
Slum tourism, often known as “ghetto tour-
ism,” is a niche form of travel that involves 
going to underdeveloped areas. This is also 

referred to as “niche tourism” because it meets the 
needs of a certain group of travelers. Slum tourism is 
becoming more common in many places, including 
South Africa, Brazil and other places. 

— SNOBAR 
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n ew  d e l h i art & culture
EVENT

‘JASHN-E-ADAB...’ LEAVES AUDIENCE SPELLBOUND

Jashn-e-Adab Sahityotsava 
in association with Ministry 
of Culture (Government of 
India) and Tourism Minis-
try organised the multifac-
eted Jashn-e-Adab Cultural 
Kaarva’n – Virasat 2022. 
Renowned artists from var-
ious genres shared stage to 
celebrate the grandeur of In-
dian cultural heritage. Pad-
ma Shri Chandraprakash 
Dwivedi (Chanakya fame), 
Saurabh Shukla (Actor), Pi-
yush Mishra (Actor), Padma 
Shri Prof. Ashok Chakrad-
har, Padma Shri Prahalad 
Singh Tipanya and Rajesh 
Tailang (actor) among oth-
ers participated in the pro-
gram.

On 28th October Jashn-
e-Adab Cultural Kaarva’n 
– Virasat 2022 was inau-

gurated by the Padma Shri 
Seyed E. Hasnain, Padma 
Shri Ashok Chakradhar, 
Piyush Mishra (Actor), 
Rajesh Tailang (Actor), 
Arvind Gaur (Theatre Art-
ist), and Kunwar Ranjeet 
Chauhan (Poet & Founder, 
Jashn-e-Adab, Foundation). 
First day of Jashn-e-Adab 
Cultural Kaarva’n - Virasat 
2022 proved to be a soulful 
evening for the audiences. 
The evening started with 
an entertaining and en-
gaging panel discussion 
‘Rangdharmi ka Rang-
karm’ featuring Padma 
Shri Ashok Chakradhar, 
Actor Piyush Mishra and 
Actor Rajesh Tailang with 
Dr. Aamna Mirza. It was an 
interesting discussion on 
the importance of theatre 
in promoting and nurtur-
ing the un-adulterated and 

non-commercialised es-
sence Hindustani fine arts, 
language and local dialects.

People were spellbound 
by the soulful sitar pre-
sentation by the young 
maestro Master Adhiraj 
Chaudhuri. The audience 
swayed to the expert ren-
ditions of Sitar maestro 
Ustad Shujaat Khan. The 
evening concluded with the 
energetic Kathak presenta-
tion by Vidha Lal and her 
group. The three-day event 
was held on 28th, 29th 
and 30th October, 2022 
from 3.00 pm to 10 pm at 
Sunder Nursery (Garden 
Amphitheatre), Adjacent 
to Humayun’s Tomb Park, 
Nizamuddin, New Delhi.

Kunwar Ranjeet Chau-
han, Urdu Poet and Found-
er, Jashn-e-Adab Founda-
tion talking about Cultural 

Kaarva’n – Virasat 2022 
said, “Rooted in the past 
but with future relevance, 

Hindustani art, culture and 
literature is innately ever-
green. Our art is calming 

and therapeutic for people 
of all generations. In the 
stressful life especially the 

youth seeks out solace in 
our Hindustani art. In the 
recent years we have seen 

a lot of young people mak-
ing an effort to understand 
and embrace the enrich-
ing creations in Hindi and 
Urdu, using the power of 
the digital medium. Their 
interest is helping in mak-
ing Hindustani art more 
mainstream. This moti-
vates us to make Cultural 
Kaarva’n bigger and bet-
ter with every new edition. 
We are forever grateful to 
Ministry of Culture (GoI) 
and Tourism Ministry 
(GoI) for their support and 
guidance. The resounding 
applause and encouraging 
response from the audience 
motivates us to curate bet-
ter programs for them. The 
kaarva’n (caravan) will be 
traveling to other cities in 
India in the coming few 
months to reach a wider 
audience.”

Actor Saurabh Shukla interacting with the audience during multifaceted event Jashn-e-Adab Cultural Kaarva’n – Virasat 2022

Children busy in workshop during the art exhibition.

Gopuram

Temple tank

Inside the temple complex

DEBJEET DEY

With the objective to en-
courage children to engage 
in creative works such as 
drawing, painting, art and 
crafts a national level group 
art exhibition ‘Creativity by 
Little Hands’ was organised 
recently by Nav Shri Art and 
Culture Organisation. Like 
every year, this year too this 
exhibition was organised at 
Artizen Art Gallery, New Del-
hi. 18 child artists from all over 
India exhibited their works in 
this art exhibition.

Along with this, many art 
and craft workshops were 
also conducted for children. 
These workshops included 
Warli painting, tattoo, Digi-
tal origami, Paper craft, Clay 
modelling, colouring, Paper-
cup craft, Pottery making, 
puzzles, photo shoot, etc. 
Participation certificates were 

also provided by the institute 
to all the children who partici-
pated in the workshop. 

Awards were distributed 
to all the children who par-
ticipated in the exhibition 
by chief guest Dr. Harvinder 
Mankkar. Apart from this, the 
winners of the national level 

painting competition were 
also rewarded.

Mohit Manocha Founder 
of Nav Shri Art and Culture 
organisation said, “After pan-
demic we are organising this 
child exhibition so this year 
we have received lot of entries 
for national level art exhibi-

tion but we have only 18 child 
artist. We are having some art 
exhibition for the senior artist 
too in the coming year 2023. 
So definitely I am feeling good 
after organizing this offline 
exhibition.”

Aarav Pawar from Delhi, 
Alisha Pawar from Delhi, 
Amishee Gaurav from Delhi, 
Ayush Agnihotri from Delhi, 
Harshita Chadha from Del-
hi, Kanishka Kumari from 
Delhi, Mahi Manocha from 
Delhi, Mahira Jain from Delhi, 
Manya Jain from Delhi, Nan-
dani from Delhi, Navya Barsi-
wal from Delhi, Prem Kumar 
from Haryana,  Pulkit Bajaj 
from Delhi, Suhani Arora 
from Uttar Pradesh, Tan-
ishka Goyal from Delhi, Tina 
AS from Coimbatore, Tiyasha 
Chakraborty from Haryana, 
Zakiya Rashid from Delhi 
participated in this national 
level child art exhibition.

Situated on the banks of the 
Vegavathy river, Kanchi-
puram, the city of temples, 
has seen the coming and 
going of the Pallavas, Cho-
las, later Pandyas, the Vijay-
anagara dynasty, the Car-
natic kingdom, and lastly 
the British. Historically, the 
city was once a great centre 
of religion and education; 
a ghatikasthanam, which 
means a place for learning. 
The city is an important 
teerthsthal for the Shaivites 
and Vaishnavites, with 
many well known Shiva 
and Vishnu temples locat-
ed here. Kanchipuram is 
famous for its hand woven 
silk sarees, and many people 
living here are associated 
with the weaving industry.

VARADHARAJA  
PERUMAL TEMPLE 

Varadharaja Perumal 
Temple is a Vishnu temple, 
and one of the Divya Desa-
ms, the 108 Vishnu temples 
visited by the 12 Alwars 
(poet saints), and is one of 
the most sacred teerths for 
the Vaishnavites.

The temple has nearly 
350 inscriptions from 
various dynasties, such as 
Chodas, Cholas, Pandyas, 
Cheras, Kakatiyas, Hoysa-
las, and Vijayanagara dy-
nasty, recording the dona-
tions and socio-political 
situations under the various 
ruling houses, thus giving us 
a historical documentation 
of those times. While some 
believe that the temple was 
originally constructed by 
the Pallavas under the reign 
of king Nandivarman II; an-
other point of view states 
that it was built in 1053 CE 
by the Cholas, and later parts 
were added by the later Cho-
las and other dynasties. The 
main deity was removed 
from the sanctum owing to 
fear of a Mughal invasion 
under Aurangzeb in 1688, 
and taken to Udayarpa-
layam; however, it was later 
restored after various inter-
ventions in 1710 Robert Clive 

had visited this temple and 
gifted an expensive necklace 
(Clive Maharkandi), which 
is still used during special 
occasions.  The temple has 
three outer prakarams or 
walled areas, known as Azh-
war Prakaram, Madai Palli 

Prakaram, and Thiru Ma-
lai Prakaram. Within the 
enclosed areas there are in 
all total 32 shrines, 19 vima-
nams, 389 pillared halls, 
and many sacred tanks 
some of which are even lo-
cated outside. The beautiful 
temple tank within the core 
area is known as Anantha 
Theertham. The main sanc-
tum is west facing, and is 

entered through a 130 feet 
tall, 7-tiered gateway tower 
or rajagopuram. Among the 
architectural marvels of this 
temple are the huge mono-
lithic stone chains of the 14th-
15th century. A 100 pillared 
hall within the temple prem-
ises is another famous archi-
tectural masterpiece built 
by the Vijaynagara dynasty, 
which has fantastic sculp-

tures carved on pillars de-
picting many stories mainly 
from our epics. Interestingly 
this temple has the sculpture 
of lizards carved on the para-
pet, and as per the story as-
sociated with it; Indra deva 
after being released from a 
curse given to him by Devi 
Saraswati had installed the 
images of silver and golden 
lizards that had witnessed 
his sufferings and release. 
The temple is associated with 
various other Puranic stories 
of Brahma, Saraswati, and 
Vishnu. 

For heritage enthusiasts 
the best time to visit this tem-
ple is during December to 
January, when the weather 
is cooler. Also important to 
note are the temple timings, 
wherein all temples remain 
closed from 12 pm to 4pm.

Art Centrix Space provide 
stimulus to artists in finding 
their voice. It is set to launch 
‘The Circle of Life’ curated 
by Alnoor Mitha, on 11th No-
vember 2022. The exhibition 
features more that 40 works 
by 10 senior contemporary In-
dian artists. The Circle of Life 
project brings a new interdis-
ciplinary approach to contem-
porary artists living in India. 
The idea will bring a selection 
of carefully curated exhibition 
that will bring their work to-
gether for the first time com-
bining a broad range of artistic 
genres including films, paint-
ing, drawing, installation, 
mixed media, and sculpture. 
The multiplicity of novel ideas 
reinforces the wealth of artis-
tic talent, creating works that 
are not just breath-taking and 
aesthetically compelling, but 
also expressive through their 
creative message, touching the 
human heart. The artists aim 
to raise awareness through 
their emblematic ideas to is-
sues that are of concern - par-
ticularly, those pertaining to 
health and wellbeing, com-
passion, and the power of art 
through healing to humanity. 
Their creations will mirror 
sensations that resemble the 
human touch and subse-
quently, their work returns 

through their life cycle, sym-
bolising the circle of life. 

Historically, artists have 
always been at the forefront 
of creativity, adapting to new 
ways of making art, creating 
innovatively and sensitively 
to their sentient surround-
ings. During 1918, with the 
rise of the Spanish Influenza, 
renowned artist(s), Edvard 
Munch made lonely self- 
portraits, while Egon Schiele 
drew his mentor Gustav Klimt 
on his deathbed. Photogra-
phers captured empty streets 
and ghostly cityscapes, like 
Morton Schaumberg’s rooftop 
views from 1917, to hospitals 
shot by the California photo-
journalist Edward A “Doc” 
Rogers. The desire for artists 
to paint and practice is insa-

tiable, with many taking in-
spiration from the pandemic, 
whether that be the one cur-
rently or as we have seen with 
the Spanish Influenza. Art is 
both adaptable and amenable, 
work is being produced cycli-
cally, as we have seen pre- and 
post-pandemic. Thus, the cir-
cle of life begins at a particu-
lar point of time where artists 
go through this transitional 
journey of making art that 
comments on their contem-
poraneous reality.

This exhibition is a labour of 
love, of empathy and support, 
conceived as it was in Febru-
ary 2020, just before the pan-
demic hit. Art centrix Space, 
started and continued with 
initiates for providing support 
structure and emotional sup-

port, while building life-long 
relationships between the art-
ists, the curator and ourselves. 
The exhibition has come to 
fruition after serious hand-
work of 2 years and 9 months.

The exhibition will be on 
view for two months, until 
Mid-January 2023. Thus, 
what defines this exhibition is 
the human element, the emo-
tional quotient and the true 
circle of life, that is brought 
humanity together, at the time 
of strife.

Exhibiting artists include 
Arun Kumar HG, Gigi Scaria, 
Kundan Mondal, Michelle 
Poonawalla, Ranbir Kaleka, 
G. Ravinder Reddy, Riyas 
Komu, Ruchika Wason Singh, 
Tehmeena Firdos and Tom 
Vattakuzhy.

CHILD ARTISTS SHOWCASE THEIR ARTWORKS 
AT NATIONAL LEVEL ART EXHIBITION

VARADHARAJA PERUMAL TEMPLE IS 
ONE OF THE MOST SACRED TEERTHS 
FOR THE VAISHNAVITES 

‘THE CIRCLE OF LIFE’ BRINGS A NEW INTERDISCIPLINARY 
APPROACH TO CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS

ART COMPETITION IN KANCHIPURAM

RAISING AWARENESS
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NEW DELHI   
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Artist Tom Vattakuzhy’s artwork NRI’s Home, Oil on Canvas 

Monolithic stone chain

MONIDIPA DEY
ART OF TEMPLE

The three-day event was held on 28-30 October, 2022. Renowned artists from various genres shared 
stage to celebrate the grandeur of Indian cultural heritage.
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An extensively re-
searched book that 
brings forth inspir-

ing stories of young people 
chalking out their unique 
pathways, even after adverse 
childhood experiences, to 
thrive in their lives, When We 
Thrive, Our World Thrives 
- Stories of Young People 
Growing Up With Adversity 
(NotionPress) by Dr Connie 
K. Chung, EdD, with Vishal 
Talreja, brings the spotlight 
back on positive youth devel-
opment and best practises 
needed for life skills. 

It captures the lives of 20 
young people who, even 
from the most vulnerable 
backgrounds, could thrive 
and lead their communities 
for the benefit of our shared 
future.

“There are millions of 
young people who face dif-
ficult circumstances while 
they are growing up. This 
book is a testament to the fact 
that if young people are pro-
vided the right kind of care 
and support, they grow up to 
become happy, resilient, and 
responsible human beings. 
This, in essence, should be the 
purpose of education. Dream 
a Dream has done great work 
with young people. I wish to 
see that every single child gets 
the opportunity to thrive, so 
that collectively we become 
a happier and better society,”  
Manish Sisodia, Deputy Chief 
Minister and Education Min-
ister, Delhi Government.

“Adverse Childhood Ex-
periences (ACEs) shape and 
weigh on lives perhaps more 
than anything. Yet research 
shows that some people 
break this downward spiral 
with remarkable resilience. 
Such research carries real 
meaning only where we can 
relate to individual life sto-
ries. This is where When We 
Thrive, Our World Thrives 
makes an amazing contribu-
tion, showing the strengths of 
human capabilities that make 
for the well-being of human-
ity,” Andreas Schleicher, 
Director for Education and 
Skills, and Special Advisor 

on Education Policy to the 
Secretary-General at the Or-
ganization for Economics, 
Co-operation and Develop-
ment (OEDC). 

“Nothing could be more 
critical than towards a world 
where all of us, and our chil-
dren thrive. (This) beautiful 
and important book elevates 
stories of children’s truth and 
hope, building on years of 
hands-on experiments creat-
ing environments where all 
children can thrive. It is my 
hope that readers leave this 
book sure of the role they play 
in creating a life for them-
selves and others where all 
of us thrive,” Shaheen Mistri, 
CEO; Founder Trustee, Teach 
for India. 

“What could be more im-
portant – to society or to you 
– than ensuring that every 

young person has the power 
to be a giver, i.e. to have a life? 
This beautifully clear book 
shows how you, indeed all of 
us, can make this happen. IT 
explains the research simply, 
points to policy, and - most of 
all – welcomes you along as 
Vishal and team gently, lov-
ingly help challenged young 
people onto rich, confident 
life journeys,” Bill Drayton, 
CEO, Ashoka: “ Everyone a 
Changemaker”

“Hearing voices of the 
young and listening to stories 
of their journey through chal-
lenges and opportunities can 
be very inspirational, not only 
for young people but also for 
all those who seek to create 
a better future for all. I con-
gratulate the entire team at 
Dream a Dream for their im-
pressive efforts over the last 

two decades and for sharing 
through these stories and il-
lustrating how it is possible 
to overcome adversity, grow 
and thrive,” Rukmini Baner-
ji, CEO, Pratham Education 
Foundation.

This book is about the grad-
uates of Dream a Dream. It 
centres on moving, personal 
stories of young people and 
what it means to grow up 
with adversity and thrive. 
It weaves in research about 
positive youth development 
and best practices of the glob-
ally recognised life skills pro-
gramme developed by Dream 
a Dream; it also chronicles 
Dream a Dream’s growth and 
development as an organisa-
tion. It shares stories of hope 
that, with proper support 
from caring adults, young 
people from even the most 
vulnerable backgrounds can 
thrive and lead their commu-
nities, for the benefit of our 
shared future.

Since 1999, Dream a Dream 
has gained the attention of In-
dian and global communities 
as a leading education non-
profit that is cracking the code 
on how to support young peo-
ple with backgrounds of ad-
versity to thrive, realise their 
potential, and become leaders 
who will shape our collective 
future. Currently, Dream a 
Dream works directly with 
10,000 young people each 
year through two innovation 
labs – After School Life Skills 
Programme and Career Con-
nect Programme.

Dream a Dream’s award 
winning life skills approach, 
developed in these pro-
grammes, is designed to give 
young people, aged 8 to 22, 
a nurturing environment 
in which to heal, grow, and 
develop the skills needed 
to thrive in an increasingly 
fast changing world. This 
approach is now being inte-
grated across public schools 
in India through govern-
ment partnerships. Dream a 
Dream has shared its innova-
tive model with over 3 million 
young people by bringing its 
professional development 
program to over 35,000 edu-
cators in six Indian states.

EXCERPT  

WHEN WE THRIVE, OUR 
WORLD THRIVES 

It is believed that book 
clubs first started in the 
United States in the 17th 

century. The first book clubs 
had been about embracing 
the disenfranchised and 
women. Their focus had been 
to first give women an oppor-
tunity to read and discuss; 
later, to review and critique; 
and still later, to write. Today’s 
book clubs seem to follow the 
same pattern, either evolv-
ing along that very chain or 
specialising in one or more 
elements of the chain. Book 
clubs fall into several catego-
ries, most of which are very 
similar around the world.

The first is what may be re-
ferred to as the Purist. This is 
the book club whose central 
premise is to encourage read-
ing and discussion. These 
clubs are small, no more than 
twelve to fifteen members, 
closed to new members un-
less an old one leaves, have 
the reputation of being elitist 
private clubs but also demo-
cratic and diverse in both 
their approach to enlisting 

new members and their 
book selection. Ramona Par-
sani started Bookies in 2006, 
sixteen years ago, and has en-
sured that her book club does 
not veer off reading and slide 
into socialising, wine drink-
ing, and wordling, as do most 
book clubs that fall into the 
second category – the hybrid. 
This one is more of a social 
club, and it’s probably the 
most prevalent around the 
world. The idea is to promote 
reading and discussion, and 
the book of the month does 
come up from time to time 
over the course of the meet-
ing. However, getting people 
to first select a book, then read 
the book, and then meet is a 
challenge that is not for the 
faint of heart.

A third kind of book club 
prevalent today is what can 
be referred to as a storytelling 
club. This one is usually run 
by an individual or a small 
group of individuals who 
pick the book of the month, 
read it, summarise it, and 
share the summary with the 

larger group. A small minor-
ity may read the book in ad-
vance and offer a discussion 
point or two, but mostly, it is a 
listening exercise, with all plot 
twists, red herrings, and sur-
prise endings exposed. This 
type of book club is primarily 
for people who want to know 
what’s new and exciting in the 
literary world but don’t have 
the eyesight, the attention 
span, or the time to read the 

whole book.
A fourth and final book club 

is the Influencer/Market-
ing book club. This category 
of book clubs in the US has 
become a major influencer 
of what people read. Oprah 
Winfrey, the de facto founder 
of the celebrity book clubs 
that began as part of her pop-
ular show, now runs a month-
ly chat on Apple TV+ to dis-

cuss the selected book with its 
author. Other celebrity book 
clubs include the Belletrist 
by Emma Roberts, an effort 
to support women authored 
books, Reese’s Book Club, 

by Reese Witherspoon, also 
purports to support female 
authors, Our Shared Shelf 
by Emma Watson, which 
addresses topics related to 
equality and feminism, Non-

ame by Chicago rapper and 
poet, Noname for books by 
authors of colour and many 
others. There is a common 
thread among many of the 
newer book clubs –  support 
for underrepresented groups, 
mostly women. Oprah’s book 
club looks for compelling 
reads, – gender, genre, race, 
no bar. Some of these book 
clubs have transitioned into 
mentoring new writers. Re-

ese’s Book Club, in its Lit Up 
division, has created a fellow-
ship program for five deserv-
ing manuscripts a year. The 
writers get three months of 
mentoring and support from 
published writers who have 
been promoted by Reese’s 
Book Club.

The Influencer/Marketing 
book club is gaining ground 
in India rapidly and is where 

reviewing and critiquing 
begins to happen, with a 
possible progression toward 
writing and publishing. 
Booknerds in Dehradun is 
one such enterprise that be-
gan as a way to bring together 
a reading community and of-
fer it an opportunity to read 
carefully curated books from 
around the world. Rohan Raj, 
co-founder of Booknerds, 
says that his intent from the 
start (in 2015) was to spe-
cifically counter private book 
clubs that attract mature and 
experienced readers and take 
pride in being elitist, closed, 
and hard to get into. He 
wanted to create a club that 
addressed the mainstream, 
the masses, with books that 
were easy to read at first, 
gradually introducing more 
complex literary novels, and 
well-written genre fiction. 
The Booknerds community 
exists both in Dehradun and 
on-line. Rohan realised very 
quickly that the next step 
for his readers was to meet 
the authors, to interact with 
them, and to create a direct 
connection between author 
and reader. Soon, these au-
thor events, organic thus far, 
caught the eye of large pub-
lishers and publicists, both 
in-house and independent, 
who were ready and able to 

pay per event. Rohan insists 
that the expectation of pub-
lishers has always been that 
these events be real, not con-
trived, that actual readers ask 
questions of the author, and 
that reviews of the book in 
advance of the event be true 
and factual, not propaganda 
provided by the publisher.

R o h a n  s t a t e s  t h a t 
Booknerds is a literary start-
up, an enterprise focused 
on encouraging the reading 
habit and also a vehicle to 
increase book sales – a phe-
nomenon that helps every-
one with any connection to 
books.

Book clubs in India are an 
essential component of our 
social fabric – reading is a 
habit that must be renewed 
and revived at every level, 
with vernacular literature, 
translations, and English 
language writings, whatever 
it takes. Book clubs connect 
books with readers – it is 
their moral responsibility 
to ensure diversity of topics, 
genres, author origins, and 
writing styles. Let’s read 
more and discuss more, even 
if it is with a daily dose of 
Wordle and a monthly glass 
(es) of wine.

Priya Hajela is the author 
of Ladies’ Tailor, published by 
Harper Collins India.

BOOK CLUBS 
YOU MUST 

BELONG TO  
AT LEAST ONE

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

When we talk about culture, 
mythology is one word that 
resonates most with it. It re-
flects our history and roots.

Since childhood, we are told 
and shown multiple rendi-
tions of our mythological 
books and holy scriptures.

It is believed that these 
books inculcate in children 
ethics and morals and mold 
their intellect and conscious-
ness. In recent years we have 
seen the rise of mythologi-
cal fiction as one of the most 
loved genres by young and 
adults alike.

The books written under 
this genre are a confluence 
of cultural backgrounds and 
modern-day ideas and plots. 
They dress the age-old beliefs, 
ideologies, traditions, tales, 
and myths in contemporary 
grabs. While keeping the sto-
ries alive, they bring forth a 
whole new perspective, voice, 
and emotions.

Beeja House takes forward 
the same ethos with its new 
release ‘Mystery of Lankesh-
wari Devi’ by Dr Dibyendu 
Choudhary. The first of the 
five books in the “Patal Loka 
Series”, the story springs with 
an undercover Indian Foreign 
Service (IFS) officer who is de-
termined to safeguard India’s 
historical mysteries and its 
treasures. He allies with the 
NSA and CBI to fight against 
the time. Amid all this, the sa-
cred idol of Lankeshwari Devi 

is stolen from the temple itself.
On the run, he receives clues 

and eventually ends up with 
a puzzle crafted within the 
Mantra lines. His journey to 
reveal secrets opens up inter-
esting clues for the next des-
tination. But he has to run as 
fast as he can because the Kali 
Yuga is ending by April 2030.

Come, unfold the pages and 
walk on a journey to a differ-
ent realm. Witness in words 
and actions what the book 
says, “Our mythology is a 
Metaverse within the Multi-
verse.”

Being born in the quaint 
town of West Bengal, Dr Diby-
endu Choudhary has seen his 

fair share of ups and downs 
in life. With multiple jobs 
and professional changes, 
the author found his calling 
with this book. Even being 
in full-time sales to changing 
jobs and being a full-time pro-
fessor for the sake of stability, 
his mind traveled with books. 
His imagination and ideas ran 
leaps and bounds with every 
turn of the page, and every 
book he read.  However, amid 
all the books and genres he 
has read, mythological fiction 
is what his heart rejoices in 
reading. And thus came the 
idea of writing a five-book 
series: the ‘Patal Loka Series’; 
‘Mystery of Lankeshwari 

Devi’ being the first one.
“When we talk about fic-

tion, we talk about creation 
and imagination. When we 
talk about mythology, we 
talk about history and cul-
ture. And when these two 
combine, what we get is a 
powerful narrative laced with 
myth, cultures, imagination, 
and truth. Mythological fic-
tion holds a strong ground 
when it comes to being a 
part of India’s literature com-
munity. And with ‘Mystery 
of Lankeshwari Devi’ by Dr. 
Dibyendu Choudhary I am 
glad that Beeja House is a part 
of this fraternity,’ says Geetika 
Saigal. She is a 5-Time TEDx 
Speaker, Bestselling Author, a 
Multi Award-winning Coach 
and Founder & CEO of Beeja 
House, India’s 1st & only 
Mentored Publishing House.
The author while sharing 
his experiences said, “Indian 
mythologies have always been 
my source of inspiration. My 
three years long stay in the 
UK and Europe for my pro-
fessional life exposed me to 
another fantasy world which 
is more fun than reading a 
book. It awakened me from 
a deep sleep. With constant 
travelling between cities, I 
understood that this entire 
world is like an open library. 
Getting exposed to several 
cultures, and people getting 
soaked with European folk-
tales and traditions made me 
understand how rich Indian 
culture is.”

Centuries of literature from Bihar span-
ning its various languages have been 
brought out in a new English com-
pilation by poet diplomat Abhay K. 
 ‘The Book of Bihari Literature’ edited by poet-
diplomat Abhay K contains translated literature 
from various languages spoken in Bihar such as 
Angika, Bajjika, Bhojpuri, English, Farsi, Hindi, 
Magahi, Maithili, Pali, Sanskrit and Urdu.

Published by HarperCollins India, the tome 
contains a selection of vibrant collection of 
writings-poems, essays and stories, which 
have been penned by some of the great poets, 
thinkers and writers across millennia, who 
were born or lived in what is modern-day Bi-
har. This book makes accessible to English-speaking readers the 
bounty of Bihari literature, and brings to the fore works in ne-

glected languages by both ancient philosophers 
and celebrated contemporary authors alike. 
    ‘The Book of Bihari Literature makes ac-
cessible the rich literature of Bihar written 
in over ten languages, in English transla-
tion, to the world. The first of its kind, it›s a 
landmark anthology which will open many 
doors,» author Abhay K said about the book. 
    Myriad stories published in the book include 
those of a family›s inability to decide whether a 
parrot which has landed in its garden is a Hindu 
or a Muslim; 

Another tale that finds its place in the book 
is that of a courtesan who loses her ancestral 
mirror to rioters and the family that now pos-
sesses it finds itself transformed. While Mutta 
celebrates her freedom from domestic drudg-

ery; Vatsyayana hands you the keys to sexual bliss and Hira Dom 
berates the caste system. 

MYTHOLOGY 

LANGUAGES 

MYSTERY OF LANKESHWARI DEVI 
EXPLORES HIDDEN TRUTHS 

A TREASURE TROVE OF BIHARI LITERATURE NOW AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH
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Book clubs in India are 
an essential component 

of our social fabric. 

PRIYA HAJELA 
BOOKWORM

The book centers on 
moving, personal stories 
of young people and what 
it means to grow up with 

adversity and thrive.
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HEAPING PRAISE

HUGE UPSET

India head coach Rahul Dravid
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After Team India clinched 
a 71-run win over Zimba-
bwe, India head coach Ra-
hul Dravid heaped praise 
on star batter Suryakumar 
Yadav whose blistering un-
beaten knock of 61 helped 
Men in Blue clinched the 
win in their last match of 
the Super 12 Stage.

S u r ya ku m a r  Yad av 
played yet another breath-
taking knock of an unbeat-
en 61 from 25 balls followed 
by superb bowling from the 
bowlers that helped India 
bundle out Zimbabwe for 
115 to clinch a 71-run win 
in their final Group 2, Su-
per 12 match of the ongoing 
ICC T20 World Cup at Mel-
bourne on Sunday. Dravid 
that because of star batter’s 
consistent blistering form 
in the format and his hard 
work, he is the number one 
T20 player in the world.

Suryakumar’s stunning 
knock was decorated with 

six fours and four sixes.
“I think it is incredible 

and that’s why he is the 
number one T20 player in 
the world. With that con-
sistency in a format where 
scoring at the strike rate 
that he does....... it’s not easy 

to be consistent.. I think it 
is fantastic with the way he 
is playing and scoring. He 
is very clear about his tac-
tics. I think he worked very 
hard you know I think one 
of the things about Surya 
is the amount of hard work 

that he put in in the nets,” 
Dravid said during a post-
match conference.

Talking about if the head 
coach has instructed the 
players to play differently 
in today’s match, Dravid 
said, “Nothing I have never 
instructed them to do any-
thing extra. You do not 
need to do anything extra. 
These guys are very excited 
and motivated before going 
into the game. We stick to 
our plans.”

Axar Patel was the most 
expensive bowler on In-
dia’s side as he conceded 
40 runs in just 3.2 overs 
with bagging one wicket. 
India head coach backed 
the bowler and said,” It 
happens in this format. 
Axar has been bowling 
really well in the last few 
months. I think he bowled 
a very good over against 
Bangladesh.”

Talking about India’s 
match against England 
on Thursday in the semi-
finals of the ongoing T20 

World Cup, Dravid said, 
“If somebody missed out on 
the games it does not mean 
we can’t go back to him. 
We might the same way 
or we might go a different 
way as well. We just want 
to ensure that we have our 
options open.”

“As I said earlier we keep 
an open mind about our 
15-player squad. In the 
other games, we will look 
at the conditions and op-
positions to choose from. 
We look at all the players 
in the 15 to play. We decide 
to play eleven as per con-
ditions and opposition. I 
think I can’t sit here and 
predict what will happen 
in Adelaide,” he added.

“Strike rate in every situ-
ation and ground us differ-
ently. This wicket 170-180 
was a good wicket. Ade-
laide was a tough wicket to 
chase in the conditions. So, 
there is no fixed strike rate. 
It depends from ground to 
ground,” said the the India 
head coach. 

Because of consistency in format, Suryakumar 
is No. 1 T20 player: Rahul Dravid

SHOCKING INCIDENT

South Africa and Netherlands players in action

We were never really in this 
game today: Mark Boucher

Outgoing South Africa 
coach Mark Boucher said 
that the Proteas’ loss to 
the Netherlands at the ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup in 
Adelaide was one of the 
lowest points of his tenure.

“When we woke up,” 
Boucher admitted when 
asked where things first 
went wrong, saying the 
defeat was “probably” the 
worst in his tenure. “When 
we woke up. I think if you 
look at the way that we 
started the game, our en-
ergies were low. Whether 
that’s because it’s a half-
past-10 game, times have 
been quite difficult, I don’t 

know, I haven’t really put 
my finger on it. Haven’t 
had a chance to speak to 
the guys yet and find out 
where they sort of feel it 
went wrong,” Boucher 
said.

“I think our plans were 
there, but we didn’t quite 
use them well enough. I 

thought if you look at the 
game as a whole, I think 
Netherlands out-bowled 
us. They bowled with good 
plans, bowled to the longer 
side of the field, and they 
were just able to create 
more pressure on us than 
we were able to put pres-
sure on them,” he added.
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T20 WORLD CUP

Netherlands’ players celebrate a wicket during the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022 match against 
South Africa, at Adelaide Oval, in Adelaide on Sunday. 

ACCOMPLISHMENT

ASIAN BOXING C’SHIPS
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Indian boxer Mohammad 
Hussamuddin advanced 
to semifinal of the ongo-
ing Asian Boxing Cham-
pionships being held in 
Amman, Jordan after 
defeating South Korea’s 
Haengseok Lee in the 
quarterfinal bout of 57 kg 
(featherweight) category 
on Sunday.

Hussamuddin defeated 
his opponent by 5-0 in a 
dominant fashion. With 
his win, he has assured 
India of their 6th medal in 
the championship. “6TH 
MEDAL CONFIRMED! 
What a show @Hussam-
boxer, keep it up. #Asian-
Championships #Punch-
MeinHaiDum #Boxing,” 
tweeted the Boxing Fed-

eration of India (BFI).
Indian boxer Ananta 

Chopade suffered a defeat 
in the quarterfinal clash of 
the 54 kg (bantamweight) 
category.

He lost the match by 0-4.
“Comeback stronger 

#AsianChampionships 
#PunchMeinHaiDum 
#Boxing,” tweeted BFI.

Earlier on Saturday, In-
dian Olympic medalist 
boxer Lovlina Borgohain 
advanced to the semifinal 
of the 75 kg category in 
the ongoing Asian Box-
ing Championships be-
ing held in Amman after 
a win over Kazakhstan’s 
Valentina Khalzova on 
Saturday’s quarterfinal 
bout.

She won her match by 3-2 
by split decision. Her win 

has assured India 
of the fifth medal 
after Minakshi 
(52 kg), Preeti 
(57 kg), Parveen 
(63 kg) and An-
kushita Boro (66 
kg) won their re-
spective quarter-
final matches.

India’s 

Pooja (70kg) suf-
fered a 0-5 de-
feat against 
Kazakhstan’s 
Dariga Sha-
kimova in the 
quarter-finals 
bout.
The champi-

onships will be 
held in Jordan 

from No-
vember 

1  t o 

November 12.
India squad (as per 

Olympics.com):
Men: Govind Sahani 

(48kg), Sparsh Kumar 
(51kg), Ananta Chopade 
(54kg), Md. Hussamud-
din (57kg), Etash Khan 
(60kg), Shiva Thapa 
(63.5kg), Amit Kumar 
(67kg), Sachin (71kg), 
Sumit (75kg), Lakshya 
(80kg), Kapil (86kg), 
Naveen (92kg), Narender 
(+92kg)

Women: Monika (48kg), 
Savita (50kg), Minakshi 
(52kg), Sakshi (54kg), 
Preeti (57kg), Simranjit 
(60kg), Parveen (63kg), 
Ankushita Boro (66kg), 
Pooja (70kg), Lovlina Bor-
gohain (75kg), Saweety 
Boora (81kg), Alfiya Pa-
than (+81kg). 

HUSSAMUDDIN MARCHES INTO SFS OF 57 KG CATEGORY

MASSIVE UPSET AS SOUTH AFRICA CHOKE 
AGAINST NETHERLANDS

Netherlands staged 
a massive upset in 
the ongoing T20 

World Cup at the Adelaide 
Oval on Sunday after de-
feating South Africa in 
their last Super-12 encoun-
ter, ensuring India a place 
in the semi-finals.

The South African batters 
choked and failed to chase 
a moderate score of 159 
runs as the Dutch bowlers 
restricted them to 145/8 in 
their 20 overs. Brandon 
Glover starred with the ball 
for the Netherlands as the 
pacer claimed three wick-
ets in his two overs. India 
secured a place in the semi-
finals of the T20 World Cup 
after South Africa were de-
feated by the Dutch team. 
The clash between Paki-
stan and Bangladesh has 
now become a virtual quar-
terfinal as the winner of the 
clash will join India in the 
semi-finals from group 2.

Chasing the target, South 
African openers Temba Ba-
vuma and Quinton de Kock 
got off to a quick start with 
de Cock smashing a four 

in the first over, following 
it with a six in the second 
over.

Netherland pacer Fred 
Klaassen however, dis-
missed de Cock in the third 
over to draw first blood for 
the team.

The Dutch team’s potent 
pacer Paul van Meekeren 
removed Protea’s captain in 
the sixth over to send both 

the openers into the hut.
Rilee Rossouw did play 

some attacking shots in 
his brief stay but was dis-
missed for 25(19) by Glover 
in the 10th over, reducing 
South Africa to 68/3 at the 
end of 10 overs.

Protea batter Aiden 
Markram was dismissed 
by Fred Klaassen in the 
13th over ending him pack-

ing and giving the team a 
crucial wicket as the batter 
looked in fine touch and 
was stitching an important 
partnership with David 
Miller.

In the 16th over, Glover 
dismissed a Miller to dent 
the Proteas’ chances of 
winning the math and 
advancing into the semi-
finals.

Bas de Leede got rid of 
Heinrich Klaasen in the 
18th over, the only recog-
nized batter at the crease 
to knock on the door of vic-
tory.

After Klaasen’s wicket, 
it was just mere formal-
ity for the Dutch team as 
the South African team 
needed 36 runs off the last 
two overs with no recog-
nized batter at the crease 
and a limping Keshav Ma-
haraj batting with Kagiso 
Rabada.

The Netherlands gave 
way just 12 runs in the last 
over to secure a 13-run 
victory, their first-ever on 
South Africa.

Earlier, a late flourish 
from Colin Ackermann 
and Tom Cooper helped 
the Netherlands reach a 
total of 158/4 against South 
Africa in its last Super-12 
encounter at the Adelaide 
Oval in the ongoing T20 
World Cup.

Ackermann top-scored 
for the Dutch with an ex-
plosive unbeaten 41 from 
26 balls. Experienced Tom 
Cooper also made a vital 
contribution of 35 runs 
from 19 balls. Left-arm 

spinner Keshav Maharaj 
took two wickets for the 
Proteas.

Put into bat first, the 
Netherlands were off to a 
brilliant start scoring 17 
runs in the first 2 overs 
with Stephan Myburgh be-
ing the aggressive one. Max 
ODowd looked to push the 
ball into the gaps and play 
second fiddle to his partner.

The openers struck a total 
of eight elegant boundaries 
in the first six overs taking 
their team to 48 runs with-
out any loss at the end of the 
powerplay, making it their 
best powerplay score in this 
tournament. Just when the 
Netherlands looked on the 
path to getting to a good 
score, Aiden Markram 
dismissed Myburgh in the 
ninth over to give his team 
the first breakthrough.

Right-hander Cooper at-
tacked the bowlers from 
the word go and smacked 
a six early in his inning. 
The aggression rubbed 
off on ODowd and he too 
slammed a six seeing his 
partner go after the bowl-
ers. The Dutch team fin-
ished at 70/1 at the end of 
10 overs.

India bundle out Zimbabwe for 115 to clinch a 71-run win in their final Group 
2, Super 12 match of the ongoing ICC T20 World Cup at Melbourne on 
Sunday. With four wins out of their five matches, India have 8 points.
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Star Indian batter Suryaku-
mar Yadav on Sunday be-
came the first Indian player 
to score 1,000 T20I runs in 
a calendar year.

The batter accomplished 
this feat in his side’s final 
Super 12 stage match against 
Zimbabwe at Melbourne 
Cricket Ground (MCG). In 
the match, Suryakumar put 
his perfect finishing touches 
to make sure India finished 
their innings on a high. He 
scored 61* off just 25 balls, 
consisting of six fours and 
four sixes. He was striking 
at a strike rate of 244.00.

In 28 innings this year, 
Suryakumar has scored 
1,026 runs at an average 
of 44.60. One century and 
nine half-centuries have 
come out of his bat, with the 
best score of 117. These runs 
have come at a strike rate of 
186.24.

Suryakumar is only the 
second player in T20I his-
tory to score 1,000 runs in 
a calendar year.

In 2021, Pakistan wicket-
keeper-batter Mohammad 
Rizwan scored 1,326 runs at 
an average of 73.66. Rizwan 
scored a century and 12 half-
centuries that year, with the 
score of 104*.
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Suryakumar becomes 
first Indian to hit 1,000 
T20I runs in a year

Suryakumar Yadav celebrates his half-century during the ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup 2022 Super 12 Group 2 match against Zimbabwe, at 
Melbourne Cricket Ground, in Melbourne on Sunday. 
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SL batter Danushka Gunathilaka 
arrested on rape charges in Sydney

In a shocking turn of events, 
Sri Lanka batter Danushka 
Gunathilaka was arrested in 
Sydney over alleged charges 
of rape on Sunday morning.

As per reports, the arrest 
was made from the team ho-
tel in Sydney’s central busi-
ness district in connection 
with an alleged sexual abuse 
complaint of a 29-year-old 
woman. The sexual assault 
was reported at a property in 
Rose Bay earlier in the week

“The woman met with the 
man after communicating 
with him for a number of 
days via an online dating 
application; it’s alleged he 
then sexually assaulted her 
on the evening of November 
2, 2022. As part of ongoing 
investigations, a crime scene 
examination was undertak-
en by specialist police at an 
address in Rose Bay yester-
day. Following further inqui-
ries, a 31-year-old man was 
arrested at a hotel on Sus-

sex Street, Sydney, shortly 
before 1 am today (Sunday, 
November 6, 2022),” said 
a New South Wales police 
statement as quoted by ES-
PNcricinfo.

“He was taken to Syd-
ney City Police Station and 
charged with four counts of 
sexual intercourse without 
consent. The Sri Lankan 
national was refused bail to 
appear at Parramatta Bail 
Court via AVL [audio visual 

links] today,” the statement 
further said.

Due to a hamstring in-
jury, Gunathilaka was 
forced to withdraw from 
the T20 World Cup in the 
preliminary round. He was 
replaced in the lineup, but 
he stayed in Australia with 
the team. Since making his 
debut in November 2015, he 
has played for Sri Lanka in 
eight Tests, 47 ODIs, and 46 
T20Is.

Sri Lanka batter Danushka Gunathilaka 



Suryakumar Yadav 
played yet another 
breath-taking knock of 

an unbeaten 61 from 25 balls 
followed by superb bowling 
from the bowlers helped In-
dia bundle out Zimbabwe 
for 115 to clinch a 71-run win 
in their final Group 2, Su-
per 12 match of the ongoing 
ICC T20 World Cup at Mel-
bourne on Sunday.

India close out the Super 
12s with a comfortable win 
to top their group - they 
will play England in Thurs-
day’s semi-final at Adelaide. 
With four wins out of their 
five matches, India have 8 
points. Defending a target of 
187, India got off to a flying 
start as veteran bowler Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar started 
the innings with a wicket 
on the very first bowl of his 
first over as he dismissed 
Zimbabwe opener Wessely 
Madhevere for zero.

Regis Chakabva then came 
out to bat on the crease. In 
the second over Arshdeep 
Singh sent Chakabva pack-
ing as he dismissed the bat-

ter for zero and left Zimba-
bwe tottering at 2-2.

Zimbabwe opener Craig 
Ervine then opened his 
hands and slammed bound-
aries at regular intervals. In 
the 6th over of the innings, 
Mohammed Shami showed 
his world-class bowling as 
he removed Sean Williams 
for 11 off 18.

India’s star all-rounder 
Hardik Pandya came into 
the attack and the bowler 

dimissed well-set batter 
Ervine for 13 off 15. Pandya 
delivered a stunning ball as 
he caught and bowled the 
Zimbabwe batter.

In the 8th over of the in-
nings, Shami struck again 
and gave Zimbabwe another 
blow as he dismissed new 
batter Tony Munyonga for 5 
runs. The left-handed batter 
Ryan Burl then came out to 
bat. After half of the game, 
Zimbabwe’s score read 59/5, 

at this stage they needed 128 
runs in 60 balls.

Sikandar Raza and Ryan 
Burl opened their hands 
and slammed Ravichandran 
Ashwin for 12 and Axar Pa-
tel for 16 runs to keep their 
team in the hunt of the run 
chase.

The duo started playing 
aggressively and slammed 
boundaries at regular inter-
vals. In the 13th over of the 
innings, the blistering duo 

also brought up their 58-
run partnership stand in 33 
deliveries while slamming 
Axar Patel for 13 runs with 
the help of back-to-back two 
fours. The crucial 60-run 
partnership stand was bro-
ken as Ashwin delivered a 
stunning delivery to bowl 
out dangerous batter Ryan 
Burl for 35 off 22 deliveries.

Wellington Masakadza 
then came out to bat next. 
After 15 over of the innings, 
Zimbabwe’s score read 
104/6. Experienced bowler 
Ashwin struck twice as 
dimissed Wellington Ma-
sakadza handed an easy 
catch to Rohit Sharma after 
scoring just one run and 
Richard Ngarava for just one 
run only.

After delivering 4 overs of 
his spell Ashwin finished 
with a figure of 3-23. Pan-
dya then provided his team 
with a most-crucial wicket 
as he dismissed Raza, who 
slammed 34 runs off 24 de-
liveries, leaving Zimbabwe 
tottering at 111/9.

Axar then took the last 
wicket to bundle out Zimba-
bwe for 115 and handed India 
a 71-run victory.
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71-RUN VICTORYUNBEATEN KNOCK

TDG NETWORK
MELBOURNE

TDG NETWORK
MELBOURNE 

Important to adjust to 
conditions quickly: Rohit 

INDIA CLINCH 71-RUN WIN OVER 
ZIMBABWE, FACE ENGLAND IN SEMI-FINALS

HOLDING NERVES 
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Pakistan held nerves to 
clinch a five-wicket win over 
Bangladesh in their final Su-
per 12, Group 2 clash of the 
ongoing ICC T20 World Cup 
at Adelaide, thus marching 
into the semifinal from their 
group.

Pakistan is currently at 
the top of the Group 2 table 
with six points and three 
wins in five matches and 
India is at the second with 
six points and three wins in 
four matches. India will be 
playing Zimbabwe at Mel-
bourne on Sunday. Both of 
these teams have qualified 
for semifinal. Chasing 128, 
Pakistan had a solid start. 
Knowing that the target was 
less than moderate, openers 
Babar Azam and Moham-
mad Rizwan did not take 
many risks, instead allowing 
themselves to get settled on 
the crease. They did not go 
for many boundaries.

At the end of powerplay 
in six overs, Pakistan was 

at 35/0, with Azam (9*) and 
Rizwan (26*) unbeaten at the 
crease.

At the end of 10 overs, Pak-
istan was at 56/0, with Azam 
(25*) and Rizwan (31*) at the 
crease. The duo had reached 
50-run stand in 58 balls.

Spinner Nasum Ahmed 
gave Bangladesh a key 
breakthrough, sending back 
Azam for 25 off 33 balls after 
he was caught by Mustafizur 

at backward point while he 
was trying to unleash a slog 
sweep. Pakistan was 57/1 at 
that moment.

Medium-pacer Ebadot 
Hossain intervened to re-
move Rizwan for 32 off 32 
balls, reducing Pakistan to 
61/2 in 11.2 overs.

It was in hands of Moham-
mad Nawaz and Moham-
mad Haris to safeguard 
their wicket and also go big 

whenever needed for their 
team’s cause. Haris started 
playing some aggressive 
shots and revived Pakistan’s 
chase. The 31-run stand be-
tween the duo was broken by 
a brilliant run-out by Litton 
Das which sent back Nawaz 
for four off 11 balls. Pakistan 
was 92/3 in 14.4 overs.

At the end of 15 overs, Paki-
stan was at 94/3, with Shan 
Masood (1*) and Haris (22*) 

at the crease. In the next 
over, they crossed the 100-
run mark.

The 16th over gave away 16 
runs, including a six from 
Haris. In the final four overs, 
Pakistan needed 18 runs.

Skipper Shakib al Hasan 
got his first wicket of the 
match, dismissing Haris for 
a well-made 31 off 18 balls 
after being caught by Nasum 
Ahmed. Pakistan needed 
seven in 19 balls.

Iftikhar Ahmed came 
to the crease, but was dis-
missed by Mustafizur Rah-
man for just one run, who 
got his first wicket of the 
match. Half of Pakistan’s bat-
ting was inside the pavilion 
for 126 runs in 18 overs.

Pakistan won the match 
by five wickets and marched 
into the semifinal along 
with rivals Team India from 
Group 2. They finished their 
innings at 128/5 in 18.1 overs, 
with Masood (24*) and Sha-
dab Khan (0*) at the crease.

Nasum, Shakib, Musta-
fizur, Ebadot got a wicket 
each.

Pakistan hand five-wicket loss to Bangladesh, 
march into semifinal

Shaheen Afridi celebrates the dismissal of Bangladesh’s Taskin Ahmed during the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup 2022 Super 12 Group 2 match between Bangladesh and Pakistan, in Adelaide on Sunday.

Indian Olympic medalist boxer Lovlina Borgohain 

Following his side’s 71-run 
victory over Zimbabwe in 
their final ICC T20 World 
Cup Super 12 stage match, 
Indian skipper Rohit Shar-
ma said that it will be impor-
tant to adjust to conditions as 
quickly as possible ahead of 
their semifinal clash against 
England at Adelaide on 
Thursday.

Suryakumar Yadav played 
yet another breathtaking 
knock of an unbeaten 61 
from 25 balls followed by su-
perb bowling from the bowl-
ers helped India bundle out 
Zimbabwe for 115 to clinch 
a 71-run win in their final 
Group 2, Super 12 match of 
the ongoing ICC T20 World 
Cup at Melbourne on Sun-
day. “It was a good all-round 
performance, something 
that we were looking for. 
Before the game, we were 
qualified but it was impor-
tant to come out and play 
the way we wanted to play. 
(On SKY) What he is doing 
for the team is remarkable. 
Playing and taking pres-
sure off batsmen as well 
- it is quite important from 
the team’s perspective. We 

know his ability and it allows 
the other guys to take some 
time as well. The confidence 
he shows when he bats, the 
dug-out can be at ease. He’s 
shown a lot of composure. 
This is something that we ex-
pect from him and he’s gone 
from strength to strength,” 
said Rohit in a post-match 
presentation.

“The key for us will be to 
adjust to the conditions as 
quickly as possible. We have 
played a game there recently 
but England will be a good 

challenge for us. They have 
been playing some good 
cricket. Two teams going at 
each other, it will be a great 
contest. We do not want to 
forget what has got us here, 
we just need to keep stick-
ing to that and understand 
what each individual needs 
to do. It is going to be a high-
pressure game. We need to 
play well. If we do play well 
there, we have a good game 
ahead as well. You need to 
adjust quickly and plan ac-
cordingly.”

PARA-BADMINTON
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Ace Shuttler Pramod Bha-
gat successfully defended 
his singles crown after de-
feating India’s Nitish Kumar 
in the finals at the BWF Pa-
ra-Badminton World Cham-
pionships in Tokyo.

He also won silver with 
Manoj Sarkar in the Men’s 
Doubles event. Pramod 
Bhagat defeated compatriot 
Nitesh Kumar 21-19 21-19 
in 53 minutes to clinch the 
gold medal in the men’s sin-
gles SL3 event. The match 
was tightly contested but 
Pramod managed to hold 
his nerves and had an an-
swer to everything that Ni-
tesh threw at him.

In the men’s doubles, 
Pramod and his Men’s dou-
bles partner Manoj Sarkar 
went down fighting to In-
donesia’s Hikmat Ramdani 
and Ukun Rukaendi in 3 

sets to settle for silver. The 
final score read 21-14 18-21 
13-21.

Pramod Bhagat who is 
playing his seventh career 
World Championships has 
won a total of 6 gold, 2 sil-
ver and 3 bronze medals in 
singles and doubles in the 
six championships he has 
played. Moreover, except for 
the 2007 and 2017 World 

Championships, Pramod 
has reached the finals in all 
the editions.

“I am very happy with my 
performance in singles, in 
doubles we could have done 
better. This win is huge for 
me as I have been working 
very hard. This win tells me 
that I am moving in the right 
direction,” Pramod Bhagat 
said in a press release.

THIS WIN IS HUGE FOR ME AS I HAVE BEEN 
WORKING VERY HARD: PRAMOD BHAGAT

Suryakumar Yadav plays a shot during the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022 Super 12 Group 2 match 
against Zimbabwe, at Melbourne Cricket Ground, in Melbourne on Sunday. 

HYLO OPEN
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KIDAMBI SRIKANTH, TREESA-GAYATRI CRASH OUT IN SEMI-FINALS

India’s campaign came to a 
halt in the Hylo Open 2022, 
with Kidambi Srikanth and 
Treesa Jolly-Gayatri Gopi-
chand crashing out in their 
semi-finals matches on Sat-
urday at Saarbrucken, Ger-
many.

Kidambi Srikanth, the 11th-
ranked badminton player in 
the world and silver medalist 
in the world championships, 
was defeated 21-18, 21-15 by 
world No. 6 Anthony Gint-
ing of Indonesia in the Saa-
rlandhalle indoor arena. 
At the first break, Kidambi 
Srikanth had a slim 11-9 lead 
over Anthony Ginting. The 
Indonesian, who had earlier 
this year defeated Srikanth 
in the prestigious All Eng-
land Open pre-quarterfinals, 
continued to chip away at the 
lead, though, and managed 
to win by a narrow margin 
as per by Olympics website.

Kidambi Srikanth mixed 
drop shots with long ones 
to great effect, but Anthony 
Ginting controlled Srikanth 
with strong smashes in the 

second game to lead 11-6 at 
the half.

After the break, Kidambi 
Srikanth made an effort to 
rally, but Ginting maintained 

his lead with excellent at-
tacking abilities and speed 
to ultimately progress to 
Sunday’s men’s singles final.

Earlier, Thailand’s Be-

nyapa Aimsaard and Nun-
takarn Aimsaard defeated 
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri 
Gopichand in the women’s 
doubles semifinals 21-17, 14-
21, 21-18 in 33 minutes.

The 28th-ranked bad-
minton team, Jolly and 
Gopichand, won the open-
ing game and led 18-15 in 
the third game. The Indian 
team that won the bronze 
medal at the 2022 Com-
monwealth Games lost  
the opportunity to compete 
in the final after giving up six 
straight points.

Saina Nehwal, who won 
bronze in London Olym-
pics 2012, and Lakshya Sen, 
India’s top men’s singles 
badminton player, both lost 
early in the competition.

The next opportunity to 
watch Indian shuttlers com-
pete will be in the Australian 
Open 2022 BWF Super 300 
competition, which starts on 
15 November. 

Kidambi Srikanth

ASIAN BOXING C’SHIPS: 

LOVLINA BORGOHAIN ADVANCES TO 
SEMIFINAL OF 75 KG CATEGORY
Indian Olympic medalist 
boxer Lovlina Borgohain 
advanced to the semifinal 
of 75 kg category in the 
ongoing Asian Boxing 
Championships being held 
in Amman after a win over 
Kazakhstan’s Valentina 
Khalzova on Saturday’s 
quarterfinal bout.

She won her match by 3-2 
by split decision. Her win 
has assured India of fifth 
medal after Minakshi (52 
kg), Preeti (57 kg), Parveen 
(63 kg) and Ankushita 
Boro (66 kg) won their 
respective quarterfinal 
matches.

India’s Pooja (70kg) suf-
fered a 0-5 defeat against 
Kazakhstan’s Dariga Sha-
kimova in the quarter fi-
nals bout.

The championships will 
be held in Jordan from No-
vember 1 to November 12.

India squad (as per Olym-
pics.com):

Men: Govind Sahani 
(48kg), Sparsh Kumar 

(51kg), Ananta Chopade 
(54kg), Md. Hussamuddin 
(57kg), Etash Khan (60kg), 
Shiva Thapa (63.5kg), Amit 
Kumar (67kg), Sachin 
(71kg), Sumit (75kg), Lak-
shya (80kg), Kapil (86kg), 
Naveen (92kg), Narender 
(+92kg)

Women: Monika (48kg), 
Savita (50kg), Minakshi 
(52kg), Sakshi (54kg), Pre-
eti (57kg), Simranjit (60kg), 
Parveen (63kg), Ankushita 
Boro (66kg), Pooja (70kg), 
Lovlina Borgohain (75kg), 
Saweety Boora (81kg), Al-
fiya Pathan (+81kg). 

Indian skipper Rohit Sharma shakes hand with Zimbabwe’s Tendai 
Chatara after India won the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022 Super 
12 Group 2 match against Zimbabwe by 71 runs, at MCG, on Sunday. 
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