
Prime Minister Na-
r e n d r a  Mo d i  o n 
Tuesday said that 

‘Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam’ 
is the signature of India’s 
compassion to the world 
and the lotus portrays cul-
tural heritage and faith of 
India in bringing the world 
together. “Our mantra 
of One Earth, One Fam-
ily, One Future in G20 will 
pave a path for global wel-
fare,” he said.

The Prime Minister said 
this while unveiling the 
logo, theme and website of 
India’s G20 Presidency via 
video-conferencing. India 
will assume G20 Presi-
dency from 1 December 
this year.

The Prime Minister said 
India is set to assume G20 
Presidency and it is mo-
ment of pride for 130 crore 
Indians. “I congratulate 
countrymen on the histor-
ic occasion of India’s G20 
Presidency.” 

The Prime Minister said 

that after Independence, 
India commenced a jour-
ney to the heights of de-
velopment and it includes 
the efforts of all the gov-
ernments in the last 75 
years. “Every government 
and citizen have put in the 
efforts to take India for-
ward,” he said. 

Noting the disruptive af-
ter-effects of the Covid-19 
pandemic, he said that the 
symbol of the G20 logo is 
the representation of hope. 

“No matter  how ad-
v e r s e  t h e  c i r c u m -

stances, the Lotus still 
blooms,” PM Modi said. 
Elucidating the impor-
tance of the logo, the Prime 
Minister said that the sev-
en petals of the Lotus rep-
resent seven continents of 
the globe and seven notes 
of music. G20 will bring 
the world together in har-
mony. 

Earlier, in a statement 
Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) said, guided 
by the vision of the Prime 
Minister, the foreign policy 
of India has been evolving 

to undertake leadership 
roles on the global stage. 
“The G20 Presidency of-
fers a unique opportunity 
to India to contribute to the 
global agenda on pressing 
issues of international im-
portance. The logo, theme 
and website of our G20 
Presidency would reflect 
India’s message and over-
arching priorities to the 
world.”

G20 is the premier forum 
for international economic 
cooperation represent-

IndIa’s mantra of ‘one earth, 
one famIly’ to pave way for 
global welfare: pm modI

g20 presIdentshIp 

Jolt to Congress polluted aIr 

‘This is not an era of war’: 
Jaishankar reminds Russia of 
PM Modi’s message 

days ahead of polls, 26 
Congress leaders JoIn 
bJp In hImaChal 

Layer of smog 
lingers in Delhi sky, 
AQI still ‘very poor’ 

 Prime Minister unveils logo, theme, website of India’s G20 Presidency

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar and his Russian 
counterpart Sergey Lavrov 
on Tuesday held a compre-
hensive discussion during 

which the “Ukraine conflict 
was a dominant feature”. 
Sharing his India’s posi-
tion at the meeting, EAM 
Jaishankar recalled Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
words: “This is not an era 
of war”. PM Modi had con-

veyed it to President Vladi-
mir Putin in Samarkand in 
September. “India strongly 
reiterates the need for re-
turn to dialogue,” Jaishan-
kar said.

Jaishankar is currently 

Days ahead of the Assem-
bly elections in Himachal 
Pradesh, several Congress 
leaders and members of the 
state including Dharampal 
Thakur Khand-Former 
General Secretary of the 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee joined the BJP on 
Monday. 

A total of 26 leaders of the 
Congress party quit and 
joined the ruling BJP with 
four days to go for the vote 
to be cast. This comes as a 

big jolt to the Congress par-
ty with less than a week to 
go for the polling. 

The leaders jumped the 
boat in the presence of Chief 
Minister Jairam Thakur 
and BJP’s Sudhan Singh, 
incharge of BJP state elec-
tions. BJP candidate from 
Shimla, Sanjay Sood was 
also present on the occasion. 

Among those who joined 
hands with the BJP include 
former Congress general 

A layer of smog lingers in 
Delhi’s sky as the air quality 
in the national capital con-
tinue to remain in the ‘very 
poor’ category on Tuesday 
morning with an overall 
Air Quality Index (AQI) at 
321, as per the System of 
Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting And Research 
(SAFAR). 

On Monday morning 
the overall AQI of the city 
stood at 326. The National 

Capital Region (NCR) also 
continued to witness bad 
air as Noida also registered 
very poor air quality with 
an AQI of 354 while Guru-
gram’s AQI stood at 326 and 

hearIng on 
gyanvapI 

‘shIvlIng’ 
adJourned 
Varanasi: a fast-track 
court in Varanasi on 
Tuesday adjourned the 
matter for november 14 
on the plea seeking wor-
ship of the ‘shivling’ that 
the Hindu side claimed to 
be found on the Gyanvapi 
mosque premises. The 
matter was adjourned for 
14 november as the con-
cerned judge would not sit 
in the Fast Track court on 
Tuesday. The Court was 
supposed to deliver its 
verdict on the three main 
demands by the plaintiff 
which include the permis-
sion for the immediate 
beginning of prayer of 
swayambhu Jyotirlinga 
Bhagwan Vishweshwar, 
the handing over of the 
entire Gyanvapi complex 
to the Hindus, and ban-
ning the entry of Muslims 
inside the premises of the 
Gyanvapi complex. 

‘no money 
for terror’ 
ConferenCe In 
delhI next week
new DelHi: Dedicated to 
fight against terror financ-
ing, india is slated to host 
a two-day ‘no Money 
For Terrorism’ Ministe-
rial Conference here next 
week, top government 
sources said.  This is the 
third conference of its kind 
being organised in Delhi 
on 18-19 november with 
ministers, diplomats and 
counter-terrorism experts 
from the member states 
of the egmont Group ex-
pected to attend the meet-
ing, a high-placed source, 
privy to the development, 
told the agency. 
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rahul gandhI stands wIth dIvIsIve forCes: nadda 

IndIa requIres 5-6 squadrons 
of 4.5 gen aIrCraft: Iaf ChIef 

I-T raids in Jharkhand 
unearth Rs 2 cr cash,  
Rs 100 cr unaccounted deals 

Kartikeya Sharma ‘Person of The Year’

would lIke to keep It goIng: 
JaIshankar on russIan oIl Imports

In an exclusive interview 
with India News, BJP Na-
tional President J.P. Nadda 
lambasted Congress Party 
over its leader Satish Jarki-
holi’s controversial ‘Hindu 

is a dirty word’ comment. 
Responding to a question on 
Mr Jarkiholi’s ‘Hindu is a for-
eign word’ statement, Nadda 
trained guns at Rahul Gandhi 
and said he stood shoulder to 
shoulder with ‘Tukde Gang’ 
in JNU, gave divisive speech-
es in Parliament and ‘encour-

ages leaders like Satish Jarki-
holi’. JP Nadda also added 
that Rahul Gandhi’s ‘Bharat 
Jodo’ Yatra in reality believes 
in ‘Bharat Todo’. Excerpts:

TDG Network: Himachal 
has a tendency to change 
the government every five 
years? Do you think this is 

going to happen this year 
too? 

J.P.Nadda: This time it is go-
ing to happen differently. You 
have seen…the enthusiasm, 
the support and the blessings 
people are showering on us 
this time, is unprecedented. 

Emphasising induction of modern air-
craft to sustain and enhance the Indian 
Air Force’s combat potential, IAF chief Air 
Chief Marshal V.R. Chaudhari has said that 
the force requires five to six squadrons of 
4.5 generation aircraft to meet its immedi-

ate requirements. 
The IAF chief was in Jodhpur where In-

dian Air Force and French Air and Space 
Force (FASF) are participating in a bilateral 
exercise ‘Garuda VIl’, which will go on till 
12 November. “As per our airforce require-
ment, it’s very important for us to add 4.5 
generation aircraft to our inventory. Defi-
nitely, we require 4.5 

Jharkhand’s income tax 
department recovered Rs 2 
crore in cash, Rs 100 crore in 
unaccounted investments/

transactions and a total of 
16 bank lockers have been 
put under restraint after a 
series of search and seizure 
actions on 50 premises in 
various states. 

These raids were done 

on a few business groups 
engaged in coal trading/ 
transportation, execution 
of civil contracts, extraction 
of iron ore and production 
of sponge iron on 4 Novem-

Member of Parliament Kar-
tikeya Sharma on Tuesday was 
awarded ‘BW Applause Person 
of The Year’ for his immense 
contribution in social service. 
Business World magazine gives 
the award to the best and the 
brightest to bring fundamental 
difference in an area. A distin-
guished jury of top leaders have 
unanimously picked Kartikeya 
Sharma as the winner. He was 
felicitated in a glittering cer-

emony in the presence of sev-
eral luminaries. Praising the 
MP, Anurag Batra of Business 
World said, Kartikeya Sharma 
has a long legacy of social service. 

“He has been working in various 
areas to bring real changes in 
the society for many years now. 
His effort ‘Lal Chowk to Lal Qila 
Tiranga Yatra’ was a great initia-
tive during ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Ma-
hotsav’. He was in a way instru-
mental  in  uniting the country 
through his initiative.” 

This was the 5th edition of ‘BW 
Applause Person of The Year’. 

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar on Tuesday said 
that buying the Russian oil 
is to India’s advantage and 
India will continue doing 
that. Jaishankar’s com-
ments came after he met his 
Russian counterpart Sergey 

Lavrov here.
India has been buying oil 

from sanctions-hit Moscow 
amid the Ukraine conflict 
that started earlier this year, 
much to the chagrin of the 
West, which has severed 
trade ties with Russia.

India’s relationship with 
Russia has worked to its 
advantage and New Delhi 

would like to keep that go-
ing, External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar said, as 
he reaffirmed strong ties 
with Moscow, describing 
the country as a steady 
and time-tested partner. 
Jaishankar made these re-
marks during a joint press 
conference along with Rus-
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war no solutIon 

Happy birthday, Advaniji

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets veteran Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) leader L.K. Advani to greet him 

on his birthday, in New Delhi on Tuesday. ANi
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tussle VeRDICt FOllOW uP 

WIlDlIFe PROteCtIOn

InVestIgatIOn In tamIl naDu

gujaRat POlls

After Karnataka Congress 
leader Satish Jarkiholi said 
that the word “Hindu” is a 
Persian word and did not 
originate in India, Union 
minister Anurag Thakur hit 
out at the Karnataka Con-
gress working president for 
his remark on the word ‘Hin-
du’. Condemning Jarkiholi’s 
remarks, Thakur said it has 
become a habit for the Con-
gress and AAP to demean 
Hindus and insult Hindu 
Gods and Goddesses. “Only 
during elections do they 
remember Gods and god-
desses. The rest of the time, 
they (Congress and the AAP) 
keep abusing them,” Thakur 
said.

Karnataka Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) in-charge Arun 
Singh also hit back at the 
Congress, saying that the 
latter has defamed the coun-
try’s ancient culture.

Launching into Congress 
over Jarkiholi’s statement, 
Singh said, “Congress always 
speaks badly of our ancient 
culture. Satish Jarkiholi de-
famed our ancient culture. 
It’s highly condemnable. Peo-
ple will give a befitting reply.” 
Congress leader Satish Jarki-
holi on Monday said that the 
word “Hindu” is a Persian 
word that means “horrible” 
and asked why people place 
it on a high pedestal.

“Where has the word ‘Hin-
du’ come from? It has come 
from Persia...So, what is its 
relation with India? How’s 
‘Hindu’ yours? Check on 
WhatsApp, and Wikipedia, 
the term isn’t yours. Why do 
you want to put it on a ped-
estal?... Its meaning is hor-
rible,” Jarkiholi said at an 
event in Karnataka’s Belagavi 
district.

Karnataka’s chief minister, 
Basavaraj Bommai, also con-
demned Jarkiholi’s statement 
and demanded an apology 

from the Congress.
At Udupi, Bommai said 

Jarkiholi’s remarks were not 
incidental and were made 
with the purpose of luring 
the votes of minority com-
munities. Karnataka Chief 
Minister said that leader has 
delivered a "deadly blow" to 
the faith and confidence on 
which religion is based.

"Technically, he has been 
mentioned as Hindu in all 
his school and college cer-
tificates. Beliefs have been 
for several centuries and 
discussion on such issues is 
like hurting the sentiments of 
people," he added.

While the Congress has 
condemned Jarkiholi’s re-
mark, the Karnataka Con-
gress working president said 
there was nothing wrong 
with what he said before.

“Let everyone prove I am 
wrong. If I am wrong, I will 
resign as MLA and not just 
apologise for my statement,” 
Jarkiholi said on Tuesday.

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) conducted 
searches at seven locations 
in three states on Tuesday as 
part of an ongoing investiga-
tion of a case related to the 
Jammu and Kashmir Police 
Sub-Inspector (JKPSI) re-
cruitment scam.

T h e  s e a r c h e s  w e r e 
conducted in  Jammu, 
Pathankot, Rewari and Kar-
nal at the premises of the 
accused and other persons 
involved in the case. CBI had 
registered the case in August 
on the request of the Govern-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir 
to investigate the allegations 
of irregularities in the writ-
ten examination conducted 
by the J-K Services Selection 
Board (JKSSB) on March 
27, 2022 for the recruitment 

of 1,200 Sub-Inspectors of 
Jammu and Kashmir Police. 
The result of this examina-
tion was declared on June 4, 
2022.

In this case, 13 accused, in-
cluding the Commandant of 
BSF, one then ASI and two 
then constables of Jammu 

and Kashmir Police, one 
then CRPF Constable, one 
ex-CRPF official, one then 
teacher, were earlier ar-
rested.

Searches were also con-
ducted around 77 locations 
including the premises of 
the then Chairman & Con-

troller of JKSSB. Cash worth 
Rs 61.79 lakh (approx) had 
been recovered.

During the investigation, it 
was found that the question 
paper was allegedly leaked 
by the accused Yatin Yadav, 
who is in judicial custody, 
with the help of an employee 
of the printing press.

It was also alleged that 
the accused contacted touts 
based in J-K including con-
stables of J-K Police and 
CRPF for soliciting candi-
dates who were charged 
amounts ranging from Rs 20 
lakh to Rs 30 lakh (approx) 
for the paper.

The candidates were al-
legedly taken to Karnal in 
Haryana and a question 
paper was provided to them 
at a hotel there. The leaked 
question paper was also al-
legedly offered to candidates 
at Gangyal and Jammu.

The Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) released its sixth list 
of 20 candidates for Gujarat 
Assembly elections, to be 
held in two phases on 1 and 
5 December. So far, AAP has 
announced 73 candidates for 
Gujarat.

Earlier on 4 November, 
the AAP government an-
nounced Isudan Gadhvi, 
the party’s National Joint 
General Secretary as its chief 
ministerial candidate for the 
upcoming Gujarat Assembly 
elections. Gadhvi is also a 
member of AAP’s National 
Executive.

The party made this an-

nouncement following a 
crowdsourcing campaign 
under which the people of 
the state could give their 
opinion on a number and an 
email ID shared by the party 
until 5 pm, 3 November.

Delhi Chief Minister and 
AAP national convenor 
Arvind Kejriwal launched 
the campaign on 29 October 
asking people whom they 
wanted as their chief minis-
terial candidate.

Prior to the Assembly elec-
tions in Punjab, the AAP 
had conducted a survey 
in which Bhagwant Mann 
had been the clear popular 
choice. Mann went on to 
become the chief minister of 
the state.

BJP, Congress spar over Satish 
Jarkiholi’s ‘hindu’ remark, 
Minister ready to resign

'Act against movie makers depicting 
Kerala women radicalized to join ISIS', 
journalist writes to CM

CBI COnDuCts seaRChes at 7 lOCatIOns In j-K 
suB-InsPeCtOR ReCRuItment sCam Case

AAP releases sixth 
list of 20 candidates 
in Gujarat
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agRasaR gujaRat

Ahead of the Gujarat 
Assembly elections, 
the ruling Bharatiya 

Janata Party has launched 
the “Agrasar Gujarat” cam-
paign, under which it will 
collect feedback from 182 
assembly constituencies 
and prepare a vision docu-
ment for Gujarat, according 
to BJP sources.

As per an important BJP 
source, the “Agrasar Guja-
rat” plan has been prepared 
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Home Minister 
Amit Shah, and JP Nadda to 
brighten the state’s future. 
An important BJP source 
said the BJP team would go 
to 182 assembly constituen-
cies in Gujarat and contact 
professionals and other vot-
ers to seek suggestions and 
build a roadmap. Apart from 
this, town halls will be orga-
nized, such as the New Vot-
ers Town Hall, the Women’s 
Town Hall, and the Kisan 
Town Hall, to host a dialogue 

with the public.
All this would be com-

pleted by 15 November, so 
a manifesto is made for the 
state’s welfare.

“Suggestions will also 
be sought from the pub-
lic through the missed 
call 7878182182. We will 
also connect with people 
through the website ‘www.
agrasargujrat.com’. Apart 
from this, BJP will send bal-
lot boxes, suggestions will 
be taken from door to door 
from people in all the as-
sembly constituencies and 

apart from this, and profes-
sional suggestions will be 
taken. BJP will run 182 LED 
chariots. This chariot will go 
from village to village to take 
suggestions from the people. 
Suggestions will also be tak-
en from people,” said the BJP 
source.

The source also informed 
about the BJP “Akanksha 
Wall” which means that the 
canvas will be kept in an 
open place where people can 
write their suggestions.

“BJP Akanksha Wall 
means that the canvas will be 

kept in an open place where 
people can make their sug-
gestions. We will also con-
tact the beneficiaries. We 
will contact all sections of 
people in the state,” the BJP 
source said.

A senior and important 
source of the BJP said that 
suggestions would be taken 
from media journalists, 
digital electronic print me-
dia, editors, playwrights, 
lyricists, and artists. Social 
meetings will also be organ-
ised in the village. Sugges-
tions from street vendors 

would also be taken.
A schedule has been 

chalked out for senior BJP 
leaders to travel to the state 
and have a word with the 
voters. Union Minister Piy-
ush Goyal will be going to 
Surat for “Agrasar Gujarat” 
to meet the working profes-
sionals, Union Minister Ma-
hendra Nath Pandey will 
meet the street vendors and 
industrialist workers, Te-
jashwi Surya will meet first-
time voters in Ahmedabad, 
and Purshottam Rupala will 
meet people of Women and 
Animal Husbandry

Union Ministers Smriti 
Irani, Anurag Thakur, Ravi 
Shankar, Sudhanshu Trive-
di, Arjun Munda and Giriraj 
Singh would interact with 
the local people and take 
feedback from them.

“Our aim is to do public re-
lations to strengthen Gujarat 
and ensure the participation 
of people before coming to 
power. Apart from this, all 
the ministers are also ensur-
ing their participation,” said 
a BJP source.

On the BasIs OF PeOPle’s 
suggestIOns, BjP tO PRePaRe 
VIsIOn DOCument FOR state POlls
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PResIDent, Pm 
extenD gReetIngs 
On guRu nanaK 
jayantI
NEW DELHI: President 
Droupadi Murmu and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Tuesday extended greetings 
to the people on Guru Nanak 
Jayanti. PM Modi hoped that 
the noble teachings of Sri 
Guru Nanak Dev continue to 
guide us in our endeavour of 
building a just and compas-
sionate society. “Greetings 
on the Parkash Purab of Sri 
Guru Nanak Dev Ji. May his 
noble teachings continue to 
guide us in our endeavour of 
building a just and compas-
sionate society,” the Prime 
Minister said in a tweet.

DR suBhash BaBu 
aWaRDeD BaIley K. 
ashFORD meDal
NEW DELHI: Prominent In-
dian physician and scientist 
Dr Subhash Babu has been 
conferred the prestigious 
2022 Bailey K. Ashford 
Medal, and 2022 Fellow 
of the American Society 
of Tropical Medicine and 
Hygiene (FASTMH) award for 
his exemplary research work 
and contribution in tropical 
medicine. The American 
Society of Tropical Medicine 
and Hygiene (ASTMH) is 
the world’s largest scien-
tific organization in tropical 
medicine, and the medal is 
awarded annually to one or 
more mid-career-investiga-
tors for distinguished work 
in tropical medicine. In the 
82-year history of the award, 
it has never been awarded 
before to an Indian scientist 
or for work done at an Indian 
institution.

uP’s KhataulI 
assemBly ByPOlls 
On 5 DeC 
NEW DELHI: The Election 
Commission of India (ECI) 
on Tuesday announced 
the schedule of the bypoll 
for the Khatauli Assem-
bly constituency in Uttar 
Pradesh. The election will be 
held on December 5 and the 
counting of votes will be done 
on December 8, coincid-
ing with the result dates of 
the Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly elections. 
The Khatauli seat fell vacant 
on Monday when BJP MLA 
Vikram Singh Saini was 
disqualified after his recent 
conviction in a case related to 
the 2013 Muzaffarnagar riots.

RPF ReCOVeRs 
ganja WORth  
Rs 11 laKh
GUWAHATI: Continuing its 
fight against the trans-ship-
ment of contraband items 
in railways, the railway 
Protection Force (rPF) 
of the Northeast Frontier 
(NF) railways recovered 
ganja worth rs 11 lakh. As 
per a press release from 
Northeast Frontier railways, 
they seized around 110 kg 
of ganja approximately, on 
November 4 and 5. CPrO 
of NF railway, Sabyasachi 
De said that the ganja was 
recovered from unclaimed 
bags during regular checks 
and drives at Lumding and 
Jalpaiguri road railway 
stations over NF railway. In 
an incident on November 4, 
the rPF team of Lumding 
conducted a check in train 
no. 15909 (Avadh-Assam 
Express) coming from Di-
brugarh at Lumding railway 
station. "During the check, 
they seized five unclaimed 
sacks containing 12 packets 
of Ganja. The Ganja seized 
weighed around 80 kg. ap-
proximately and valued near 
about rs 8 lakh. 

BJP Core Commitee Meeting. FILE PHOTO

The landmark ruling of 
the Supreme Court by a 3:2 
majority, which upheld the 
constitutional validity of 
reservations to the Economi-
cally Weaker Sections (EWS) 
in educational and employ-
ment institutions, has led 
to a debate among political 
analysts, with MP Manoj Jha 
calling it a factually deprived 
verdict.

Rashtriya Janta Dal (RJD) 
leader and Rajya Sabha 
MP Manoj Jha said after 
the verdict on Tuesday that 
there were many things in 
the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion regarding the EWS 
quota that should have been 
analysed more deeply. “The 
architecture of our Constitu-
tion has many layers. Those 
layers were not seen. The 
pages of Article 15 and Ar-
ticle 16 were not taken seri-
ously. Also, there is an acute 
lack of scientific data, in the 

process of implementing 
EWS reservations,” he said. 
EWS’s reservation and the 
Supreme Court’s imprima-
tur to it invited MP Manoj 
Jha to draw it parallel to the 
provisions of ‘Mandal Com-
mission. “When the Mandal 
Commission came, it came 
with a complete database. It 
had primary data, secondary 
data, but, there is nothing in 
EWS,” Rajya Sabha MP told 
the press.

Demanding a caste-based 
census immediately, Manoj 
Jha said that the Supreme 
Court has given a split ver-
dict. 

But, the Rashtriya Janata 
Dal directly believes that 
now Indira Sawhney (1992) 
and Balaji Judgment no 
longer matters. That means 
there is no question of ceil-
ing now.

“Make reservation as much 
and ensure reservation in 
proportion to population by 
conducting caste census im-
mediately,” he added.

OPPOsItIOn uP In aRms On 
eWs VeRDICt, says ImPORtant 
PROVIsIOns OVeRlOOKeD

ngt says RanthamBhORe musIC 
Fest suBjeCt tO COnDItIOns On 
eCOlOgICal ImPaCt

A journalist from Tamil Nadu, Aravindak-
shan B R, has written a letter to Kerala Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan after watching the 
teaser of a to-be-released movie called “The 
Kerala Story.”

The journalist asked the Kerala govern-
ment to call the director of the movie and in-
vestigate the veracity of the released teaser in 
which the character claimed that 32,000 girls 
from Kerala were being forcibly converted 
and then later joined the terrorist group ISIS. 
According to Aravindakshan B R, the movie’s 
teaser was released on November 3, 2022, on 
a YouTube channel called Sunshine Pictures.

“Produced by Vipul Amrutlal Shah, Di-
rected by Sudipto Sen, the teaser depicts the 
heart-wrenching story of 32,000 women 
from Kerala who were radicalized to join ISIS 
(Islamic Iraq and Syria) terrorist groups,” the 
letter read.

Similarly, Aravindakshan B R has also sent 
a complaint to Union Information and Broad-
casting Minister Anurag Thakur and Secre-

tary Apurva Chandra asking them to check 
the veracity of the content of it.

He also said in the letter that it is imperative 
on the part of the Union government to thor-
oughly investigate the source of information 
based on which the movie was produced.

The trailer, he said in the letter, narrates the 
story of a Muslim woman in front of an inter-
national border.

“In the character played by actress Adha 
Sharma, she says that she used to be Shalini 
Unnikrishnan and wanted to serve people as 
a nurse. She says she was forcibly converted 
to Islam and renamed Fatima Ba, then joined 
ISIS and later imprisoned in Afghanistan,” 
the letter added.

Further in the letter, he said the teaser por-
trayed India’s Kerala as a “terrorist state” as 
he claimed the video claimed it was a “true 
story set in Kerala”.

He added if the movie, which is against the 
unity and sovereignty of India and tarnishes 
the credibility of all intelligence agencies, is 
released in theatres or OTTs with “false in-
formation”, it will have bad consequences in 
society.

The National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) has directed that the 
Ranthambhore Music Festi-
val may be permitted only if it 
is subjected to the conditions 
as laid down by a joint com-
mittee of the National Wildlife 
Board, Government of India 
(GoI), and Chief Wildlife War-
den, Rajasthan, after due con-
sideration of its impact on the 
wildlife and the ecosystem.

The bench headed by Tri-
bunal Chairperson Justice 
Adarsh Kumar Goel, in an 
order passed on 7 November, 
said, “it appears to be difficult 
to rule out the possibility of 
disturbing the wildlife and 
eco-system by such a large 
event close to the Tiger Re-
serve. An informed decision 
in such a matter by the statu-
tory regulator is necessary 
in absence of any express 
permission when the event 
is within 10 kms of the Tiger 
Reserve.” National Board for 
Wildlife in coordination with 
other concerned authorities, 
including the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority may 
issue appropriate guidelines 
with regard to such events in 
the vicinity of other National 
Parks in the country, prefer-
ably within one month. If any 
such guidelines have been 
issued, the same may be up-
dated with further inputs, 
if any. Compliance may be 
ensured by the District Mag-

istrate and Superintendent of 
Police, Sawai Madhopur, said 
the NGT.

The NGT further said that it 
is well known that Ranthamb-
hore Tiger Reserve is an eco-
sensitive zone. Activities in its 
vicinity have to be regulated to 
ensure that there is no harm 
to wildlife. It is difficult to ac-
cept that such events have no 
relevance for the protection 
of wildlife. No evaluation has 
been undertaken by any statu-
tory regulator or even by the 
event organizer that it will 
have no adverse impact on 
the wildlife.

The senior lawyer, who 
appeared for the event orga-
nizers’ firm stated: the event 
called “Ranthambhore Festi-
val” is being organized since 
2017 to promote the art and 
culture of the area. The event 
is organized at Hotel Naha-
rgarh. The brochure stated 
that it is approximately 5 kms 
from the Ranthambhore Na-
tional Park, (notified as such 
under the Wildlife (Protec-
tion) Act, 1972). Audience size 
is 500-600. The event will be 
within the Hotel complex at 
its amphitheatre. Only fabric 
banners and recycled mate-
rial is used. There is DG stage 
but guests use wireless head-
phones.

The event has all permis-
sions/approvals. The PP has 
made huge investments and 
efforts for organizing the 
event, said the counsel who 
appeared for the event firm.
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TOP OF THE DAY

7 ARRESTED FOR 
PASSING LEWD 
COMMENTS AT 
MINOR GIRLS IN 
ASSAM
HAILAKANDI: Seven youths 
have been arrested for 
allegedly passing lewd 
comments at two minor 
girls in Assam’s Hailakandi 
district, the police said. 
They have been remanded 
to judicial custody by a 
court where they were 
produced after their arrest 
under relevant sections of 
protection of children from 
of sexual offences (POCSO) 
Act. They allegedly passed 
vulgar comments against 
two minor girl students of 
a Middle English School 
at Lala area on Saturday 
when they were travelling 
towards Hailakandi from 
Bilaipur area. Following the 
incident, the head master 
and some other teachers 
of the school chased them 
on motorcycles and tried 
to confront them, but they 
could not catch them.   

MHA COMPLETES 
MOTHER TONGUE 
SURVEY PROJECT 
ACROSS INDIA
NEW DELHI: Centre has 
successfully completed its 
Mother Tongue Survey of 
India (MTSI) project with 
field videography of 576 
languages and dialects 
across the country, Ministry 
of Home Affairs’ (MHA) 
Annual Report 2021-2022 
said. Currently, the report 
mentions, the video-
graphed speech data of 
Mother Tongues are going 
to be uploaded on National 
Informatics Centre (NIC) 
server for archiving pur-
poses. Organisations such 
as NIC and National Film 
Development Corpora-
tion (NFDC) are rendering 
their exemplary services in 
documenting and preserv-
ing the linguistic data of 
surveyed Mother Tongues 
in audio-video files, reads 
the report.   

INDIA 
PARTICIPATES IN 
WTM IN LONDON
NEW DELHI:  Ministry of 
Tourism, Government of In-
dia is participating at World 
Travel Market (WTM) 2022 
from 7th to 9th November 
in London which is one of 
the largest international 
travel exhibitions. The 
theme of this year`s 
exhibition is ‘The Future of 
Travel Starts Now’. India’s 
participation at WTM is sig-
nificant to step up recovery 
of Inbound tourism to pre-
pandemic level. Ministry of 
Tourism has taken a space 
of 650 sq. mtr., over 20 
participants around Indian 
Pavilion to participate in 
the Exhibition.

BHUPESH BAGHEL 
WRITES TO ED
RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh Chief 
Minister Bhupesh Baghel 
on Tuesday wrote two 
letters to the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) seeking 
an investigation into the 
‘Nagrik Apurti Nigam’ (NAN) 
scam and chit fund scam 
which took place when 
Raman Singh-led BJP 
government was in power 
in the state. “I have written 
two letters to the ED. The 
first letter is regarding the 

‘Nagrik Apurti Nigam’ (NAN) 
scam where the names of 
the former CM and his wife 
appeared. 

Preparations are in full swing 
at the premises of Bengaluru 
airport in Devanahali for the 
unveiling of a 108-foot-tall 
statue of Nadaprabhu Kem-
pegowda, the founder of Ben-
galuru city.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will unveil the giant 
bronze statue of Kempegow-
da during his visit to the state 
on 11 November. State health 
minister Dr K Sudhakar and 
home minister Araga Jnanen-
dra visited the Bengaluru air-
port premises site where the 
statue has been installed on 
Tuesday to take stock of the 
preparations.

“Ex-CM BS Yediyurappa 
initiated the idea of the Statue 
of Prosperity in 2019 after the 
BJP came to power in the state. 
After assuming office, Chief 
Minister Basavaraj Bommai 
also pursued this and ensured 
that this historical monument 
was established. I would like 
to thank both of them,” Karna-
taka Health Minister K Sud-

hakar said while speaking to 
the media.

Kempegowda is known for 
his major contribution to the 
development of Bengaluru. 
He built the city of Bengaluru, 
and thus the statue has been 
named the Statue of Prosper-
ity.

During his visit to the state 
on November 11, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will also 
inaugurate a new terminal 
at the Kempegowda interna-
tional airport.

The new terminal, with a 
capacity of 25 lakh and 100 
counters, was much needed 
as the number of international 
passengers arriving in Banga-
luru is huge.

PM Modi will also launch 
the Vande Bharat (Chennai-
Mysuru-Bengaluru) train 
from the SBC railway station. 
The high-speed special train 
was a long pending demand of 
the people of Karnataka state.

PM Modi will also address 
a public rally being organized 
during the course of his visit 
on 11 November.

READY

Preparations in full 
swing for unveiling of 
Kempegowda statue 
TDG NETWORK
BENGALURU 

In view of the total lunar 
eclipse (Chandra Grahan), 
the doors of Badrinath Tem-
ple were closed earlier on 
Tuesday.

“Badrinath Dham Temple 
closed for the lunar eclipse. 
The temple will re-open at 
6:25 p.m. after the eclipse”, 
Ajendra Ajay, Chairman of 
the Shri Badrinath-Kedar-
nath Temple Committee, told 
the press. Due to the Lunar 
Eclipse, temples across India 
have been closed since morn-
ing and would remain closed 
till 6:30 pm in the evening. 
Temples have announced 
that after performing the 

Sandhya Aarti and other 
rituals for purification, the 
temples would be opened to 
the public.

A lunar eclipse happens 
when the Sun, Earth, and a 
full moon form a near-perfect 
syzygy in space. The Moon 
slides into the Earth’s shadow 
and gradually darkens until 
the entire lunar disc turns an 
eerie red or dim orange from 
its usual silvery grey shade. 
The event unfolds in reverse 
order until the moon returns 
to its full brilliance.

The November 8th lunar 
eclipse is the last lunar eclipse 
of the year and the second to-
tal lunar eclipse in the year 
2022, the earlier was on 15-16 
May.

IN UTTARAKHAND

Badrinath Temple 
closed for year’s last 
‘total lunar eclipse’
TDG NETWORK
BADRINATH

The Delhi Metro on Tues-
day introduced the first-ev-
er eight-coach trains on the 
34-km-long Red Line from 
Rithala to Shaheedsthal New 
Bus Adda.

The two trains have been 
converted from the existing 
fleet of 39 six-coach trains, 
and work on converting the 
remaining trains is ongo-
ing, according to an official 
release from the Delhi Metro 
Rail Corporation (DMRC). 
With this, now all the trains 
on Red Line will be stopping 
near the far end of the plat-
forms to accommodate the 
new eight-coach trains, and 

this will be more convenient 
for the passengers waiting on 
the platforms for the trains.

The conversion of six-
coach trains to eight-coach 
trains on the Red Line is be-
ing done in a graded man-
ner to ensure that there is no 
impact on regular passenger 
services and is likely to be 
completed by 2024, the re-
lease said.

Officials said that these 
additional coaches will in-
crease the seating capacity 
and allow more passengers 
to travel in metro trains on 
the Red Line.

It is the oldest and one of the 
most significant corridors of 
the DMRC network in terms 
of passenger footfall.

IN DELHI

8-coach Metro trains start 
running on Red Line
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Expelled All India Anna 
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam (AIADMK) leader 
and former chief minister 
of Tamil Nadu, O Panner-
selvam, said on Tuesday that 
AIADMK is an organisation 
that was created by cadres 
and that it should function 
with unity.

He also refuted the claims 
about the BJP trying to keep 
AIADMK cadres divided 
and make an entry into Tam-

il Nadu politics, and said, “I 
do not believe that the BJP 
is planning to occupy the 
AIADMK’s place by creat-
ing confusion in the party. 
No one can divide AIADMK 
and its cadres, and no one 
can threaten it of its unity 
also.” He also welcomed the 
AMMK (Amma Makkal 
Munnetra Kazhagam)’s 
founder TTV Dhinakaran’s 
announcement of being 
open to alliance with anyone 
to defeat DMK and said that 
divided AIADMK should 
re-unite.

UNITY

No one can divide 
AIDMK: O Pannerselvam 
TDG NETWORK
TRICHY

The central government has 
granted 265 Diplomate of the 
National Board (DNB) post-
graduate medical seats to 
several government hospitals 
in Jammu and Kashmir, an 
official statement said here on 
Tuesday.

The Union Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare, 
along with the National Board 

of Examinations in Medi-
cal Sciences (NBEMS), took 
a lead role in ensuring that 
several postgraduate seats of 
the NBEMS are granted to 
various government hospi-
tals in Jammu and Kashmir, it 
added. The union minister of 
health and family welfare, Dr. 
Mansukh Mandaviya, also up-
loaded two tweets regarding 
the grant of DNB seats in J&K.

Mandaviya tweets, “PM 
Narendra Modi Ji’s govern-

ment has granted 265 DNB 
post-graduate medical seats 
across 20 district government 
hospitals in J&K. I appreciate 
Team NBE for accomplishing 
this tremendous work.”

In another tweet, he stated 
that “50% of DNB-PG seats 
are reserved for local in-ser-
vice doctors.” The doctors of 
J&K are getting the opportu-
nity to be trained in their own 
region. This was Phase 1 of the 
expansion of medical educa-

tion and quality medical care 
services. “In Phase 2, more PG 
seats will be granted.”

Diplomate of the National 
Board (DNB) is a postgradu-
ate master’s degree, the same 
as an MD or MS degree, 
awarded to specialist doctors 
in India after the completion of 
a three-year residency.

Furthermore, 50 percent 
of the PG seats are reserved 
for local in-service doctors to 
provide them with the oppor-

tunity for postgraduate train-
ing, it added.

This important step would 
not only ensure that people of 
J&K are benefited, but the UT 
doctors would also get an op-
portunity to be trained in their 
own region, it added.

This significant move is in 
sync with Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s vision of “Health 
for All,” aimed at improving 
healthcare delivery across the 
country, it stated.

FOR THE VALLEY

CENTRE GRANTS 265 DNB SEATS TO GOVT HOSPITALS IN J&K
TDG NETWORK   
NEW DELHI

IN THE COURTS
HC DECLINES TO STAY CIZA 
THOMAS’S APPOINTMENT 
AS INTERIM VC 
KOCHI: The Kerala High Court on Tuesday 
declined to stay the appointment of Ciza 
Thomas as vice chancellor in charge of the 
APJ Abdul Kalam Technological University 
(KTU) in Thiruvananthapuram. The Kerala 
government had requested the court to stay 
the appointment that was ordered by Kerala 
Governor Arif Muhammad Khan, chancel-
lor of the state universities. Ciza Thomas is 
the senior joint director of the directorate of 
technical education. Kerala Guv appointed 
Ciza Thomas, rejecting the government’s 
recommendation to hand over the respon-
sibility of Vice Chancellor in Charge to the 
state higher education principal secretary, 
Ishita Roy. In exercise of the powers con-
ferred by sub-section 7 of Section 13 of the 
APJ Abdul Kalam Technological University 
Act, 2015 (Act 17 of 2015), read with clause 
7.3 of the UGC Regulations, 2018.

PIL IN DELHI HC ON 
OVERCROWDING OF 
PRISONERS IN TIHAR JAIL
NEW DELHI: A public interest litigation 
(PIL) has been filed in the Delhi High Court 
in relation to the overcrowding of prisoners 
in the Tihar Prison Complex, Delhi.The plea 
stated that the number of inmates in Tihar 
Jail had exceeded the actual capacity of 
each barrack, and it is on record that there 
is a huge increment in the total population 
of inmates in the complex. The petition has 
been moved by an NGO- Nyaya Foundation 
stating that the unnecessary overcrowding 
of such jails amounts to the denial of the 
fundamental rights of the inmates as guar-
anteed under Article 21 of the Constitution 
of India, wherein a peaceful and dignified 
lifestyle of an individual is covered. Due to 
the overcrowding of this Prison Complex, 
the inmates’ lives are largely affected as 
a result of mental and physical tortures 
caused to them, stated the plea.

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

In another letter, jailed 
conman Sukesh Chan-
drasekhar, who is fac-

ing several cases of corrup-
tion under the Prevention 
of Corruption Act and the 
Money Laundering Act, al-
leged that he was ready to be 
hanged if any of the issues he 
has raised with the Delhi LG 
turn out to be wrong.

In a press letter provided 
by his lawyer, Sukesh said, 
“(Delhi CM) Kejriwal Ji, 
if any of my raised issues 
to Delhi LG turn out to be 
wrong as you and your as-
sociates said, I am ready to be 
hanged. But if the complaint 
is proven true, you will re-
sign and retire from politics 
for good.” He also alleged 
that Aam Adami Party’s 
Satyendar Jain asked him 
to pay money to the party 
for the Goa and Punjab elec-
tions.

“I kept quiet and ignored 

everything but due to your 
constant threats and pres-
sure through the Jail admin-
istration and Mr Jain asking 
me to give funds during Pun-
jab and Goa polls, brazenly 
even though I was undergo-
ing investigation,” Sukesh 
wrote.

Rejecting the AAP’s al-
legations that he was lying, 
Sukesh Chandrasekar said 
if he was lying, then why 
was the jail administration 

pressuring him or being co-
erced to withdraw his earlier 
complaint?

“Kejriwalji why was Mr 
Jain constantly asking me 
to withdraw complaint filed 
in HC against former DG 
Sandeep Goel and the Jail 
administration? Why was I 
constantly threatened apart 
from asking me to give more 
funds for your election Cam-
paigns? Why afraid of enqui-
ry? What are you scared off 

if you are truthfull?,” he said 
in his letter.

Chandrashekar rejected 
the allegations of AAP lead-
ers that he was trying to ma-
lign the image of the party 
and its leaders at the behest 
of the BJP ahead of the Delhi 
MCD elections.

“Kejriwalji, don’t keep say-
ing all this is being done be-
cause of elections, let me tell 
you something and give to 
a piece of advice. You know 
me very well. You and Mr 
Jain are among the few peo-
ple, who know me very well 
so, don’t hallucinate that 
won’t give evidence against 
all that I have said or won’t 
testify. I will give every sin-
gle thing that I have, which 
you know very well, as your 
mask has to be removed in 
open. Please Kejriwalji don’t 
daydream about winning 
elections as people are see-
ing everything, your drama 
won’t work anymore, your 
karma, your lies, you will be 
defeated badly for sure,” he 

further wrote.
Earlier on Monday, he 

wrote another letter to Delhi 
LG Lieutenant Governor Vi-
nai Kumar Saxena, request-
ing the CBI probe against the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP).

In his latest letter to Delhi 
LG, Chandrashekhar wrote, 
“I request you to direct an 
urgent CBI investigation and 
allow me to file FIR as the 
pressure is getting too much 
and any undue event may 
take place before the truth 
about AAP is exposed,” he 
wrote.

Alleging that he is being 
threatened by AAP leader 
Satyendar Jain and the ex-
DG (Prisons) of Tihar jail af-
ter his complaint to the Delhi 
L-G went public, he said, “Af-
ter my last application was 
released on the media, from 
the last two days there has 
been a severe threat that I 
have been receiving from the 
jail administration on behalf 
of Mr Satyendar Jain and DG 
prison Sandeep Goel.”

‘READY TO BE HANGED,’ CONMAN 
WRITES ANOTHER LETTER
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Sukesh Chandrasekhar

Congress leader and leader 
of the opposition in Kerala, 
V.D. Satheesan, alleged on 
Tuesday alleged that the 
state governor was making 
attempts to remain in the 
limelight by doing “uncon-
stitutional” things.

“The governor said ‘get 
out’ to selective media yes-
terday. He has been doing 
this consistently, abusing 
even the Opposition leader 
i.e. me, other leaders, and 
ministers. He is trying to be 
in limelight and make news 
by doing unconstitutional 
things,” LoP VD Satheesan 
said addressing the media 
persons in Thiruvanantha-
puram on Tuesday. Kerala 
Governor Arif Mohammad 

Khan on Monday barred 
two Malayalam channels-- 
Kairali News and Media 
One-- from his press meet 
at Kochi and shouted that 
he will not meet these two 
channels, accusing them of 
“masquerading” as political 
persons.

Asking them to go out, he 
said “I considered the media 
as very important. I have al-

ways responded to the me-
dia but I am not now able 
to persuade myself to those 
that masquerade as media. 
They are not media, they 
are masquerading as media 
but are basically political 
persons.”

“There are actually mem-
bers of a party here. So, if 
anybody from these chan-
nels is attending the press 
meeting, please leave. I 
would walk away if there 
are correspondents from 
Kairali and Media One. I 
had categorically mentioned 
that I will not talk to Kairali 
and Media One,” he added.

Earlier on October 24, the 
Raj Bhavan barred four Ma-
layalam channels, including 
the aforesaid two channels, 
from attending a press con-
ference with the governor.

IN KERALA

CHANNEL BAN: ‘GOVERNOR DOING 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL THINGS’
TDG NETWORK
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

V.D. Satheesan

The adage “Everything is fair 
in love and war” was proven 
true in the town of Deeg in 
Bharatpur district of Rajas-
than.

Meera Kuntal, a physical 
education teacher at the Gov-
ernment Secondary School 
here, has undergone gender 
change surgery to become 
a man and now goes by the 
name Aarav Kuntal. After 
the gender change, Aarav 
married Kalpana, his student 
from the school. They fell in 
love while in school, but the 
same gender was creating 

problems in their lives. That 
is when he decided to change 
gender. Speaking about their 
love affair, Kalpana told the 
press, “I loved him from the 
beginning. Even if he had 
not undergone this surgery, 

I would have married him. I 
went along with him for the 
surgery.”

Aarav said that he was un-
able to accept his body. He 
felt trapped within his body. 
It was way back in 2010 that 

he came across a newspa-
per cutting from which he 
learned about the surgery, 
and since then, he has want-
ed to get it done. And, after 
much research and consid-
eration, they finally zeroed 
in on Dr. Narendra Kaushik 
of Olvec Hospital in Delhi.

Speaking to ANI, Aarav 
Kuntal, the teacher who 
changed his gender, said, “I 
always wished to undergo 
surgery to change my gen-
der. I had my first surgery 
on 25 December 2019.” His 
surgery was conducted in 
phases and lasted three 
years, which ended in De-
cember 2021.

TDG NETWORK 
BHARATPUR

LOVE

Teacher undergoes gender change 
surgery to marry student in Rajasthan

Aarav Kuntal with Kalpana.
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YOGI TARGETS 
CONGRESS IN 
HP, SAYS INDIA'S 
STATURE RISING 
UNDER PM MODI
HAROLI: Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi 
Adiyanath on Monday 
attacked the Congress 
in poll-bound Himachal 
Pradesh and alleged that 
it "compromises border 
security and creates 
hurdles in development 
and welfare schemes". In 
the third leg of his rallies, 
Yogi Adiyanath targeted 
Congress over Article 
370 and said the party 
believes in "appeasement 
and vote bank politics". 
He said the government 
led by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi abrogated 
Article 370 from Jammu 
and Kashmir. "Congress' 
hand has always been 
with the mafia be it drug, 
animal, mining, land, or 
forest mafia," he alleged. 

ANAND MARRIAGE 
ACT TO BE 
IMPLEMENTED IN 
PUNJAB, SAYS CM 
CHANDIGARH: Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann has announced 
that Anand Marriage Act, 
2016, enacted for Sikhs to 
register their marriages 
with marriage registrar, 
would be implemented 
properly in the state. 
Mann, who reached here 
to pay obeisance at Takht 
Sri Kesgarh Sahib on the 
occasion of Gurpurb, said 
there was little-to-none 
awareness about the 
Act in Punjab. He said 22 
states including Haryana, 
Delhi and Tamil Nadu had 
already implemented the 
Act but in Punjab, it was 
not implemented properly 
despite the notification 
being issued 6 years ago.

DOUBLE-ENGINE 
GOVT WILL DERAIL 
SOON IN HIMACHAL: 
SACHIN PILOT 
SHIMLA: Asserting that 
the ruling BJP is not able 
to present a report card 
in poll-bound Him-
achal Pradesh, Congress 
leader Sachin Pilot on 
Monday claimed that this 
is the reason why the 
party has "thrown all big 
leaders" including Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
for campaigning. Pilot, 
who was campaign-
ing for Congress in the 
Himachal Assembly 
polls, said that the voters 
are "inclined towards the 
party" while also claim-
ing that the ruling party 
(BJP) has "not done any 
work" in the last five 
years. Addressing the 
media here, Pilot said.

2 FORMER COPS 
GET LIFE TERM IN 
30-YR-OLD FAKE 
ENCOUNTER CASE
CHANDIGARH: Two 
former police officials, 
convicted in a 1993 
fake encounter case, 
were sentenced to life 
imprisonment by a CBI 
court in Mohali today. 
Retired sub-inspectors 
Shamsher Singh (76) and 
Jagtar Singh (72) were 
convicted by the court 
on October 27. The court 
today pronounced the 
sentence in the nearly 
30-year-old case in which 
Harbans Singh, a resident 
of Uboke, along with an 
unknown person (later 
nominated as  Raju), was 
shown as killed during 
police firing.

TOP OF THE DAY
IN HIMACHAL PRADESH

With 2,400 govt buses 
on poll duty, passengers 
to have a tough time

Around 2,400 govern-
ment buses of Himachal 
would be occupied in 
polling service from 8 
November to 12 Novem-
ber. General Assembly 
polling is on November 
12, for which about 2,400 
buses of Himachal Road 
Transport Corporation 
will take polling parties to 
the polling stations. This 
process will start from 
November 8 to Novem-
ber 12, hence Himachalis 
will get fewer buses on  
all possible routes.

As per the order of the 
Election Commission, the 
likely number of buses to 
be deployed for election 
duty has been fixed. Bus-
es are to be sent from the 
respective depots for all 
the assembly constituen-
cies of the state. The nodal 
transport officer made for 
the assembly elections has 
prepared a plan after meet-
ing with all the Route Mas-
ters. Buses will do the to 
and fro service for polling 
officers. Buses will be on 
duty to bring the employ-
ees and take the EVM ma-

chines to the strong room. 
For this, special guidelines 
have been issued by Him-
achal Roadways Transport 
Corporation to the drivers-
conductors.

There are 232 buses 
will go on election duty 
in Shimla, 30 buses for 
Rampur Assembly Con-
stituency, 35 for Theog, 
27 for Jubbal Kotkhai, 
30 for Choupal, 25 for 
Rohru, 30 for Shimla 
Rural, 11 for Shimla Ur-
ban and 22 for Kasumpti 
Assembly Constituency. 
On average, 3 buses are 
kept in reserve for all 
these assembly constitu-
encies. For more details, 
one can contact on phone  
number 0177-2800111.

GPS (Global Position-
ing System) has been 
installed in the buses of 
HRTC so that the buses 
can be tracked and found 
on which route they are 
going. The purpose of in-
stalling GPS is to main-
tain transparency in elec-
tions. Buses will have to go 
through the same routes  
w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  
fixed by the Election  
Commission.

TDG NETWORK
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ELECTIONS IN HILL STATE

BJP's rule in Himachal 
has more weightage 
than Congress: Thakur

Union minister Anurag 
Thakur on Tuesday com-
pared Congress' 60 years 
of rule in Himachal Pradesh 
with five years of rule of BJP 
and said that BJP's rule had 
more weightage.

"Compare Congress's 60 
years of rule to our 5 years 
of rule, and you'll see that 
our 5 years of the rule will 
have more weightage. 
They (Congress) have only 
stopped developments 
whereas we have brought 
developments in the state," 
Thakur said while ad-
dressing a public rally in 
the Bilaspur district of Hi-
machal Pradesh on Tues-
day. The minister further 
highlighted salient points 
of BJP's manifesto and 
said that the government 

will ensure 33 percent 
reservation for women in 
government jobs, cycles for 
school-going students and 
scooty for college-going 
students, Rs51,000 to poor 
women during their mar-
riage, 3 free gas cylinders 
in a year for poor women, 
if BJP comes to power in 
Himachal Pradesh. Voting 
in the state for 68 assembly 
seats is slated on Novem-
ber 12, and counting will be 
held on December 8.

Asserting that the ruling 
BJP is not able to present a 
report card in poll-bound 
Himachal Pradesh, Con-
gress leader Sachin Pilot 
on Monday claimed that 
this is the reason why the 
party has "thrown all big 
leaders" including Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
for campaigning.

TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH 

ELECTIONS IN HP 

In the 2017 Himachal as-
sembly elections, more 
than 15 candidates from 

Congress and BJP marked 
victory by a meagre mar-
gin. These faces are again in 
the fray. In the last assem-
bly elections, candidates 
won seats with a difference 
of 120 to 1879 votes. Both 
parties' leaders are work-
ing hard in the election fray 
to win these seats this time 
as well. 

In the 2017 Vidhan Sab-
ha elections of Himachal 
Pradesh, the 16 seats that 
were won with only a ten 
percent of margin, were 
Chamba, Dalhousie, Indo-
ra, Kullu, Jaswan Paragpur, 

Nagrota, Sujanpur, Barsar, 
Nadaun, Sri Naina Deviji, 
Nalagarh, Solan, Kasauli, 
Theog, Jubbal Kotkhai, 
Kinnaur. Last time in the 
2017 assembly elections, 
the margin in three of these 
seats was less than 450, 120 
votes difference recorded 
in Kinnaur, 439 in Barsar 
and 442 in Kasauli. In Kin-
naur, Congress MLA Jagat 
Singh Negi defeated BJP 
candidate Tejwant Negi 
by 120 votes only. This 
time in 2022, by not giv-
ing ticket to Tejwant Singh 
Negi from Kinnaur, BJP 
has given ticket to Surat 
Negi. On the other hand, 
Congress has fielded its 
old candidate Jagat Singh 
Negi. Apart from this, 
Congress MLA Indradutt 

Lakhanpal defeated BJP 
candidate Baldev Sharma 
by 439 votes in Barsar. This 
time BJP has given ticket to 
Baldev Sharma's wife Maya 
Sharma from Barsar.

In Kasauli, Health Min-
ister Dr. Rajiv Sehjal de-
feated Congress candidate 
Vinod Sultanpuri by a 
margin of 442 votes. This 
time too, both the can-
didates from Kasauli are 
fighting against each oth-
er in the election fray. In 
Chamba, BJP MLA Pawan 
Nair won over Congress 
candidate Neeraj Nair by 
7.2 percent which is 1879 
votes. In Dalhousie, Con-
gress MLA Asha Kumari 
won over BJP candidate 
DS Thakur by 556 votes. 
BJP MLA from Indora 

Rita Devi defeated Kamal 
Kishor of Congress by 
1095 votes.

From Jaswan Paragpur, 
Industries Minister Bi-
kram Thakur defeated Su-
rinder Singh Mankotia by 
7.9 percent which is 1862 
votes. At the same time, 
BJP MLA from Nagrota, 
Arun Kumar defeated 
Congress leader GS Bali 
by 1000 votes. 

Congress  MLA from 
Ku l l u  S u n d e r  S i n g h 
Thakur defeated Mahesh-
war Singh of BJP by 1538 
votes ,  Congress  MLA 
from Sujanpur Rajendra 
Rana defeated former 
Chief Minister Prem Ku-
mar Dhumal by 1919 votes. 
At the same time, Con-
gress MLA from Nadaun 

Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu 
defeated BJP's Vijay Ag-
nihotri by 2349 votes. Sri 
Naina Devi Congress MLA 
Ramlal Thakur won over 
BJP's Randhir Sharma 
by 1042 votes and this 
time too both the leaders 
are in the fray. In Nal-
agarh, Lakhwinder Rana 
of Congress defeated KL 
Thakur of BJP by a mar-
gin of 1242 votes. In Solan, 
Congress MLA Dhaniram 
Shandil won over BJP's  
R a j e s h  K a s h y a p  b y  
671 votes. 

MLA from Theog Rakesh 
Singha defeated Rakesh 
Verma of  BJP by 1983 
votes,  while Narendra 
Bragta of BJP defeated Ro-
hit Thakur by 1062 votes 
from Jubbal Kot Khai.

SAME FACES IN FRAY WHO WON BY LESS 
THAN 10% MARGIN IN 2017 HIMACHAL POLLS
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

158 ZILLA PARISHAD TOO 

1, 244 Panchayat 
Samiti to be elected 
in Haryana today

All preparations have been 
completed for Panchayat 
Samiti members and Zilla 
Parishad members for the 
second phase in the state. 
Polling will be held on No-
vember 9 for 1244 Panchay-
at Samiti members and 158 
Zilla Parishad members in 57 
blocks of 9 districts Ambala, 
Charkhi Dadri, Gurugram, 
Karnal, Kurukshetra, Rewari, 
Rohtak, Sirsa, and Sonipat. 
In the second phase, polling 
will be held on November 12, 
2022, for the post of Sarpanch 
and Panch. There are total 48, 
67, 132 voters in 9 districts of 
the second phase. These in-
clude 25, 89, 270 males, 22, 
77, 795 females, and 67 others. 
Sh. Dhanpat Singh informed 
that there are 5,963 polling 
stations in these 9 districts, 
out of which 976 are sensitive 
and 1023 are highly sensitive 
stations.

Giving aforesaid informa-
tion State Election Com-
missioner, Dhanpat Singh 
said that in the nine districts 
where the second phase of 
polling is going to be held, 
all the preparations related 
to security and all other fa-
cilities have been completed. 

Guidelines have been issued 
to all the supervisors. Along 
with this, a heavy police force 
has been deployed at sensi-
tive polling booths. Dhanpat 
Singh said that keeping in 
mind the convenience of vot-
ers necessary arrangements 
like drinking water, electricity, 
wheelchair for disabled vot-
ers etc. have been ensured at 
all polling station. Further he 
said that these EVMs will be 
kept at a safe place after the 
voting of Panchayat Samiti 
members and Zilla Parishad 
Committee members. Tight 
police security arrangements 
will be in place at these places. 
After the elections of Pan-
chayat Samiti members and 
Zilla Parishad members in all 
the districts are over.

It is worth mentioning that 
the activities of Panchayat 
elections will be updated on 
the ‘Mhari Panchayat Por-
tal’. The voting percentages 
can be seen anywhere in the 
state by opening the Mhari 
Panchayat Portal through 
the internet. At the same 
time, the results will be vis-
ible on the e-dashboard on 
the day of counting. Anyone 
can see the election trends, 
voting percentages, and final 
results on the portal while 
sitting at home.

RAVINDER MALIK
NEW DELHI

DHANKHAR IN HARYANA

VICE PRESIDENT PAYS TRIBUTE TO DEENBANDHU SIR CHHOTU RAM
After becoming the Vice President of 
India, Jagdeep Dhankhar on Tuesday 
visited village Garhi Sampla, birth-
place of Deenbandhu Sir Chhotu Ram 
in Haryana. The Vice President said that 
if we talk about the security of borders, 
patriotism has always been paramount 
among the youth of Haryana and they 
never step back while making their 
supreme sacrifice for the nation. The 
Vice President arrived today as the chief 
guest at the third convocation of Baba 
Mastnath University located at Asthal 
Bohar in Rohtak district. With him, 
the Second Lady of India, Dr. Sudesh 
Dhankhar also reached to offer her 
blessings to the students. Chief Minis-
ter, Manohar Lal was also present on the 
occasion. The Vice President presented 
degrees and medals to 2145 students at 
the convocation. Congratulating the stu-
dents who received the degree, Jagdeep 
Dhankhar said that education has the 
power of transformation. Convocation 
is a very important moment in the life of 
the students, which they should never 
forget. After leaving University, students 
should work for the society with a sense 
of service, considering the nation and 
society paramount.

He said that Baba Mastnath University 

is educating the cultured and patriotic 
youth for the country and he is happy 
that Chancellor Mahant Balak Nath 
Yogi has informed that Sainik School 
is also being opened here soon. The 
Vice President said that he is feeling 
extremely proud to be in Haryana as the 
farmers and soldiers of Haryana have 
always given their best for the security 
of the nation. Today the sports persons 
of Haryana are also bringing laurels 
to the state and the country. Haryana 
tour has started from the birthplace of 

Deenbandhu Sir Chhotu Ram and he 
is feeling proud and motivated by pay-
ing homage to Chhotu Ram, he added. 
Praising the sports policy of Haryana 
Government formulated under the vi-
sionary leadership of Chief Minister,  
Manohar Lal,  Jagdeep Dhankhar said 
that earlier if children were interested 
in sports, their parents used to scold 
them for studying instead of playing. 
But today the parents of Haryana per-
ceive sports as a career due to the great 
achievements of the players of Hary-

ana in the field of sports. He said that 
students are the future of the country. 
Students should never underestimate 
their talent and should try innovations. 
Referring to his own example, he said 
that if he didn’t get the scholarship in 
Sainik School, Chittorgarh, he would 
not have been able to complete his law 
studies. 

He said that at the time when he be-
came a Member of Parliament in 1989, 
there were 50 gas connections available 
every year to an MP. Today, the central 
government has set a new dimension by 
giving 18 crore free gas connections. Be-
sides this, free ration is being given to 80 
crore people from April 1, 2020. He said 
that no country in the world would have 
achieved such a feat which has been set 
for 138 crore population by applying 
both doses of corona vaccination.

He further said that a positive change 
has been attained after 34 years by mak-
ing the New Education Policy – 2020 
which is no less than a revolution in 
itself. He appealed to the youth to take 
an oath today that they will give equal 
emphasis on Fundamental Duties as 
enshrined in the Constitution, as given 
to Fundamental Rights. It is necessary 
to follow the fundamental duties, as it 
will draw positive results. He urged the 
youth to always respect their parents, 

teachers, and elders and contribute to 
nation-building .Welcoming the Vice 
President on the occasion, Chief Minis-
ter, Manohar Lal said that Sh. Dhankhar 
is also an economist and a source of in-
spiration to the youth besides a politi-
cal leader. He stated that he himself is 
impressed by his persona.  Manohar Lal 
said that while being the Governor of 
West Bengal, Jagdeep Dhankhar solved 
the major issues there, which hardly 
any other person could have imagined. 
While congratulating the degree hold-
ers and their parents, the Chief Minister 
said that from today onwards the stu-
dents are going to climb a new ladder in 
their lives and only after working with 
the spirit of service to society, they will 
relish great heights. 

Manohar Lal said that a lot of prog-
ress has been made in the education sec-
tor in Haryana during his tenure. The 
new education policy implemented by 
the central government has set a target 
to be implemented in the states by the 
year 2030, but we will implement it by 
the year 2025. He said that Ayurveda 
has the art of keeping the human body 
healthy, whereas in Allopathy there 
is treatment after the illness. There-
fore, efforts will be made to get the 
same degree in systems like Allopathy,  
Ayurveda, Unani, etc.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar visited Sir Chhotu Ram Smarak at Garhi Sampla in 
Rohtak, Haryana on Tuesday.

FULFILLING LITERACY NEED 

IGNOU PAVING NEW PATH 
FOR INMATES IN HARYANA

Indira Gandhi National 
Open University (IGNOU) 
is helping inmates lodged 
in various jails in Haryana 
making them complete 
their graduation in vari-
ous disciplines. Under tri-
als and other prisoners are 
being provided books and 
other study material by the 
university to pursue BA, 
BCom and other degrees. 
As many as 2777 under 
trials and other prisoners 
were enrolled in differ-
ent courses during a span 
of five years from 2017 to 
2022. In bid to provide 
free education to maxi-
mum inmates, the IGNOU 
Centres have set up in 13 
jails including Central 
Jail, Ambala, District Jail 
Sirsa, Karnal, Gurgaon 
and Faridabad and many 
more of Haryana. The sole 
aim of this initiative is to 
enable the prison inmates 
to study and acquire high-
er qualifications after 10+2 
so as to provide them bet-
ter employment opportu-
nities after the release from 
the Jails. 

Among the inmates 

studying through IGNOU, 
there are a maximum of 
937 prisoners in Jind jail to 
be followed by 354 inmates 
in Sonipat jail. Thus, the 
number of studying in-
mates in Hisar and Sonipat 
jails constitutes around 50 
of the total enrolled pris-
oners. Apart from this, 
there are 185, 174, 170, 129, 
and 100 inmates enrolled 
in Kurukshetra, Yamu-
nanagar, Karnal, Sirsa and 
Rohtak respectively. While 
remaining studying in-
mates are lodged in Jhajjar, 
Kaithal and Narnaul jails. 

The officials of IGNOU 
in collaboration with the 
police department are 
putting their best to ensure 
the maximum enrollment 
of the inmates for study 
under this study. Govern-
ment Literacy mission 
programmes are running 
in 13 jails and the number 
of the inmates seeking en-
rollment continues to rise 
Thus, the jail inmates may 
be confined within four 
walls but a lot of them use 
this time to pursue their 
studies. 

IGNOU aimed at the 
learning needs of the illiter-
ate and semi illiterate pris-

oners in the state the efforts 
made so far by the regional 
study Centre of IGNOU at 
Karnal have proved fruitful 
and overwhelming to some 
extent. Inmates lodged in 
Prisons are exempted from 
payment of programme fee, 
including registration fee. 

The under-trial/short 
term prisoners are also eli-
gible for the same benefit of 
FREESHIP as is extended 
to other prisoners with the 
condition that when they 
go out of jail, they will be 
treated as normal students 
and shall pay subsequent 
fees wherever applicable 
(e.g. examination fee, 
re-registration fee, pro-
rata fee for readmission,  
registration fee for convoca-
tion etc.).

IGNOU is like a boon for 
such people who could 
not complete their edu-
cation due to the crimes 
they had committed and 
lodged in jails. Education 
is a catalyst which is most 
likely to help them join 
the mainstream of soci-
ety after they complete 
their sentence. it is en-
couraging for us when we  
see prisoners coming for-
ward to study our courses.

RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH



AAP will never come to Power so the Promises 
of freebies don’t mAtter:  nitin GAdkAri

AAP vs bjP

eXclUsive

tArGet: bUsiness GroUPs 

wAr no solUtion 

jolt to conGress 

G20 PresidentshiP strenGtheninG Air Power 

PollUted Air 

nAtionAl interest first 

indiA reqUires 5-6 
sqUAdrons of 4.5 Gen 
AircrAft: iAf chief 

Layer of smog lingers  
in Delhi sky, AQI still 
‘very poor’ 

Would like to keep it going: 
Jaishankar on Russian oil imports

It  l o o k s 
that people of Hi-
machal Pradesh 
have already de-

cided that they will vote for 
BJP. 

TDG Network: There are 
many rebels in BJP too…..

J.P.Nadda: Yes it happens. 
Everybody has aspirations. 
Some goes against the party, 
some against the winds….it 
does happen. But that is not 
going to affect us severely 
as we think people are not 
going to vote rebels. I am 
pretty confident that people 
will vote for BJP as they have 
full confidence in our Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
the work done by CM Jairam 
Thakur. 

TDG Network: Rahul Gan-
dhi is yet to campaign for BJP. 
Do you think it is a Congress 
strategy or they simply don’t 
want to float Rahul fearing 
some electoral backlash? 

J.P.Nadda: It’s their strategy. 

What we can say? However, 
we have an observation to 
make. Congress is like that. 
Tell me, who is campaign-
ing for the party? All are 
fragmented and campaign-
ing on individual basis. They 
are localised in campaigning. 

TDG Network. So, you 
think BJP is going to win 
comfortably? 

J.P.Nadda: Yes, I am confi-
dent. We will win comfort-
ably with majority. 

TDG Network: Are you 
confident that you will cross 
the figures of last elections?

J.P. Nadda: Yes, I am con-
fident. And we are going to-
wards right direction. 

TDG Network: Rahul’s 
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ and then 
ugly words about ‘Hindu-
ism’…..how do you view this 
kind of politics? 

J.P.Nadda: What is ‘Bharat 
Jodo Yatra’? It’s actually 

‘Bharat Todo Yatra’. It’s Con-
gress and such elements are 

dividing the society. They are 
not ashamed of supporting 
people who utter slogans 
like ‘Afzal hum sharminda 
hoon, tera kaatil jinda hain’ 
or ‘Bharat tera tukde tukde’. 
They support such disruptive 
elements. Congress leaders 
shed crocodile’s tears for 
Batla House encounter. So-
nia Gandhi could not even 
sleep thinking of the terror-
ists. Digvijaya Singh even 
reached there to support the 
terrorists. This is their poli-
tics. Congress does not have 
any nationalistic view. 

The Congress leader’s com-
ment ‘Hindu is a dirty word’ 
is a manifestation of a mind-
set that the party has been 
nurturing for many years. 

TDG Network: However, 
Congress has a different take. 
They blame you for divisive 
politics. 

J.P.Nadda: Oh yes, abroga-
tion of 370 looks like a di-
visive politics for Congress, 

but support to disruptive 
elements is not. Modi ji’s 
several steps which actually 
united India, look like divi-
sive. What Congress has been 
doing for so many years are 
actually divisive. Congress is 
not serious about it. 

TDG Network: Don’t you 
think Congress’s ‘Bharat Jodo 
Yatra’ is a threat to the BJP?

J.P. Nadda: No way it is a 
threat. We do not have any 
problem if somebody goes 
for such a yatra and gets 
publicity. As far as counter-
ing such activity, that’s a part 
of our strategy which I do not 
want to reveal here. 

TDG Network: Nowadays 
you are taking AAP head 
on while this was not the 
scenario earlier. Why it is so? 

J.P.Nadda: No it is not like 
that. We take all parties seri-
ously…at the same time we 
know other’s weaknesses 
too. We never ignored AAP. 
But what is the track records 

of AAP. He (Kejriwal) first 
fought in Varanasi….he lost. 
Uttar Pradesh, Goa or any 
other places….situation was 
not the different. In many 
cases AAP candidates lost 
their deposits. 

AAP is a propaganda ma-
chine. This is a banner-based 
party, they are not cadre-
based. The way they spend 
money for advertisement in-
stead of good administration 
is unbelievable. We all know 
that. And that propaganda 
machine spread misinforma-
tion. So we have to counter 
that to put the record straight. 
We do not take them seriously 
nor ignore them. 

TDG Network: AAP says 
that as per the IB reports it is 
getting 90% seats in Gujarat. 

J.P.Nadda: Oh, is it so? IB 
will inform them about this…
and believe so. All tall talks 
and simply rubbish. AAP’s 
credibility level is zero. What 
the ‘leader’ (Kejriwal) said….

he will not give ticket to cor-
rupt, and see…three from 
his party are in prison. He 
said he will finish tanker 
mafia. He said he will weed 
out corrupt discoms. He said 
that he will bring Lokpal bill. 
What is happening in reality 
is all in front of you. It’s all 
show off. In democracy, that 
also matters because that cre-
ates perception. We have no 
other option but to straight 
the record. 

TDG Network: Who is your 
main contender in Gujarat 
elections-is it Congress or 
AAP?

J.P.Nadda: Of course, Con-
gress. It is because that Con-
gress is a cadre-based party. 
There may not be leaders on 
the ground, but people still 
vote for Congress. That’s a 
reality. 

TDG Network: Rahul Gan-
dhi has not started campaign 
in Gujarat…..

J.P Nadda: Well, that’s their 

strategy. We have nothing to 
say. Let him move around. 
Good that he has ultimately 
come out of Twitter. 

TDG Network: It seems you 
love to attack Rahul Gandhi….

J.P. Nadda: No, it’s not like 
that. Our strategy is based on 
political content. We counter 
people with facts. We wish 
to ask Kejriwal what is his 
relationship with terrorists 
in Punjab? 

TDG Network: In just-
concluded bypolls, BJP has 
a good result. But the Opposi-
tion parties say that AIMIM 
and BSP are actually helping 
you to sail through?

J.P.Nadda: We do not do 
such politics. Our party and 
politics is based on service 
to people. What is the need 
of even taking support of 
AIMIM or BSP. The Opposi-
tion fought together in many 
places. The good example 
was Uttar Pradesh. But what 
happened? Yogiji won in UP. 

We do not do negative politics. 
TDG Network: There has 

been an effort of Opposition 
unity. If that happens, do you 
think it would upset BJP’s 
poll prospects in 2024?

J.P.Nadda: We do not think 
about that at all. Simply be-
cause we have our own ways 
to carve. We do not think 
about that at all. But will that 
happen really, is a big ques-
tion. We say let them fight 
unitedly. We will face it. 

TDG Network: Many say, 
the BJP is nearing it peak….
does that bother you? 

J.P.Nadda: I don’t think we 
have reached the peak. We 
want to be everywhere in the 
country. The BJP must be all 
through India. That’s our aim. 

TDG Network: What is 
your assessment number-
wise in HP, Gujarat, Delhi 
MCD? 

J.P.Nadda: In both the plac-
es, we are sure to get more 
seats than last elections. 

ber 2022. 
Those searched 
include two po-
litically exposed 

persons and their associ-
ates. The searches were 
carried out at more than 50 
premises spread over Ranchi, 
Godda, Bermo, Dumka, Jam-
shedpur, Chaibasa, Patna, 
Gurugram and Kolkata. 

The search operation has 
led to the seizure of a large 
number of incriminating 
documents and digital evi-
dence. A preliminary analy-
sis of this evidence indicat-
ed that these groups have 
resorted to various modus 
operandi of tax evasion in-
cluding inflation of expenses, 
transactions of loans in cash, 
payments/receipts in cash 

and suppression of produc-
tion. During the search, it 
has also been found that in-
vestments have been made in 
immovable properties, the 
source of which could not 
be fully explained. 
According to the statement 

of the Central Board of Direct 
Taxes (CBDT), the search op-
eration also revealed that one 
of the groups engaged in civil 
contracts was not maintain-
ing regular books of account. 
The group has been inflating 
its expenses by entering into 
non-genuine transactions 
of purchase of raw mate-
rial/ sub-contract expenses 
in lump sum at the fag end 
of the year. Evidence seized 
also suggested that unfair 
payments in cash had been 

made to secure contracts. 
The CBDT statement stat-

ed in the case of the other 
group engaged in coal trad-
ing/ extraction of iron ore, 
etc, unaccounted stock of 
iron ore of huge value has 
been found, which is yet be 
quantified. The said group 
has also introduced its un-
accounted money in the 
form of unsecured loans and 
share capital by layering the 
transactions through shell 
companies. Professionals 
associated with this group 
admitted that they had not 
verified any supporting 
documents and had signed 
the audit report prepared 
by the group’s accountant 
without due diligence, the 
statement added.

visiting 
Moscow 

for bilateral dia-
logues with Rus-
sia. 

A press statement of Jais-
hankar issued by the Min-
istry of External Affairs 
(MEA) said, “The Ukraine 
conflict was a dominant 
feature, although we will 
continue to have discus-
sions on it. Let me take 
this opportunity to lay out 
the Indian position on this 
matter. As Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi conveyed 
to President Putin in Sa-
markand in September, this 
is not an era of war. The 
global economy is simply 

too interdependent for 
significant conflict any-
where not to have major 
consequences elsewhere.” 
Sources told The Daily 
Guardian that reminding 
Lavrov about PM Modi’s 
telephonic talks with Pu-
tin and Ukraine President, 
Jaishankar said that diplo-
macy and talks are the only 
way to resolve the crisis. 

Jaishankar said India is 
on the “side of peace”, and 
repeated PM Modi’s words 
that “this is not the time for 
war”

He said on behalf of global 
south, India counsels a re-
turn to dialogue and diplo-
macy.

Rahul Gandhi stands with divisive forces: Nadda 

I-T raids in Jharkhand 
unearth Rs 2 cr cash,  
Rs 100 cr unaccounted deals 

‘this is not An erA 
of wAr’: jAishAnkAr 
reminds rUssiA of 
Pm modi’s messAGe 

Days ahead of polls, 26 
Congress leaders join 
BJP in Himachal 

indiA’s mAntrA of ‘one eArth, 
one fAmily’ to PAve wAy for 
GlobAl welfAre: Pm modi

ing around 85 per cent of 
the global GDP, over 75 

per cent of the global trade, and 
about two-thirds of the world 

population. During the course of its G20 
Presidency, India will be holding about 
200 meetings in 32 different sectors in 
multiple locations across India.

genera-
tion aircraft, five 
to six squadrons 
of these aircraft 

to meet immediate require-
ments,” Chaudhari said. 

The IAF chief said there is 
no doubt that in any future 
conflict anywhere in the 
globe, air power will play a 
very vital and critical role 
in deciding the outcomes. 
“We’ve learnt how to carry 
forward our interoperabil-
ity. French Air Force also 
flies Rafale, we also fly Ra-
fale, but we fly many other 
aircraft along with Rafale. 
It’s important to learn how 
to interoperate with friend-
ly nations,” he said. 

The ‘Garuda VII’ exer-
cise involves a number of 
combat aircraft including 
Rafale, Tejas, Jaguar, and 
Sukhoi-30s. It commenced 
on 26 October and will 
culminate on 12 November. 
The exercise witnessed 
combined flying by the IAF 
Chief Chaudhari and Chief 
of the Air Staff of FASF, 
General Stephane Mille. 

While the Chief of Air 
Staff flew a sortie in an 
IAF Rafale fighter, the 
FASF Chief flew in an 
IAF Su-30MKI fighter. 
Both participated in the 
exercise as part of a com-

bined training mission 
which was flown from 
Air Force Station Jodhpur. 
FASF is participating in the 
exercise with four Rafale 
fighter aircraft, one A-330 
Multi Role Tanker Trans-
port (MRTT) aircraft and 
a contingent of 220 person-
nel. 

The IAF is participat-
ing with Su-30 MKI, Ra-
fale, LCA Tejas and Jag-
uar fighter aircraft, as 
well as the Light Com-
bat  Helicopter (LCH) 
and Mi-17 helicopters. 
The IAF contingent also 
includes combat-enabling 
assets like Flight Refuel-
ling Aircraft, AWACS and 
AEW&C. The joint exer-
cise aims at enhancing 
operational capability and 
interoperability, while also 
sharing best practices. 

French Air & Space Force 
chief Gen Stephane Mille 
expressed his views on the 
military exercise between 
the two nations. General 
Mille said, “We’re here to 
fly together with Indian 
aircrew. Sometimes, with 
a simple act, we can do a 
lot. Doing this exercise, we 
are able to understand each 
other during the flights. It’s 
very important to be able to 
fly and operate together.”

continued 
to remain in the 

‘very poor’ cat-
egory. 

The level of PM 
2.5 and PM 10 was recorded 
at 147 in the ‘very poor’ cat-
egory and 275 in the ‘poor’ 
category respectively in Del-
hi. AQI recorded at all major 
monitoring stations in the 
national capital also stood 
in the ‘very poor’ category. 

Pusa recorded AQI of 322 
while Dhirpur recorded an 
AQI of 339. Lodhi Road 
recorded 317, Delhi Airport 
(T3) recorded an AQI of 
323 and Mathura road 
recorded an AQI of 338. 
The AQI at Delhi University 
stood at 336 while that at 
IIT Delhi stood at 293 in 

‘poor category.’ Ayanagar 

also was in the ‘very poor’ 
category at 330 at 8:45 am 
on Tuesday. 

Following the improve-
ment in Air Quality Index 
in relative terms, the Delhi 
government on Monday 
lifted various bans, imposed 
earlier, including the ban on 
the entry of trucks into the 
national capital. 

The Delhi government also 
revoked directions for the 
closure of schools and work 
from home for 50 per cent of 
staff in government offices. 

The directions were is-
sued in view of the Cen-
tral government’s panel 
Commission for Air Qual-
ity Management (CAQM) 
to revoke the Graded 
Response Action Plan 
(GRAP) stage 4 after the 

national capital’s air qual-
ity turned ‘severe’ last week. 
However, the curbs on BS 
III petrol vehicles and BS 
IV diesel vehicles will still 
continue in Delhi. Delhi 
Environment Minister Go-
pal Rai said the ban was 
imposed under Stage III of 
the Graded Response Ac-
tion Plan (GRAP); and that 
it won’t be lifted yet. 

On Sunday, in view of 
the improvement in the 
overall air quality of the 
Delhi-NCR in the past few 
days, a Central government 
panel revoked the Graded 
Response Action Plan 
(GRAP) stage 4. But a ban 
on non-essential construc-
tion activities which come 
under GRAP-3 now in force 
would continue. 

sian For-
eign Minis-

ter Sergey Lavrov 
in Moscow. 
Answering a 

question about India’s in-
creasing oil import amid 
western outcry, he said, 

“There is stress on the en-
ergy market created by a 
combination of factors. But 
as the world’s third-largest 
consumer... a consumer 
where the level of income is 
not very high, it is our obli-
gation to ensure that the In-
dian consumer has the best 
possible access to the most 
advantageous terms on the 
international market.” 
“...in that respect, the India-
Russia relationship has 
worked to my advantage. If 

it works to my advantage, I 
would like to keep that go-
ing,” he added. 

The external affairs min-
ister said his presence in 
Moscow to review bilateral 
cooperation speaks volumes 
about India-Russia coopera-
tion. 
“The fact that I am here 
today with a delegation to 
review our cooperation 
speaks about India-Russia 
cooperation to see how we 
can take it forward to create 
a long-term and sustainable 
basis, says it all,” he said. 

He further pointed out, 
how for India, Russia has 
been a steady and time-
tested partner. “...I said any 
objective evaluation of our 
relations for many decades 

would confirm that it has 
served both our countries 
very well, If it has served 
my country for many many 
decades. I think you can see 
the obvious interests and 
commitment I would have 
in keeping that relationship 
strong and steady,” he added. 
Earlier, India said its oil im-
ports will be determined by 
its national interest and its 
large consumer base. 

New Delhi has not con-
demned Russia since the 
start of the conflict and has 
maintained its independent 
position. However, on sev-
eral UN forums, New Delhi 
has consistently called for 
a cessation of violence and 
advocated peace and diplo-
macy. 

Union Road Transport and 
Highways Minister Nitin 
Gadkari on Tuesday took a 
swipe at AAP chief Arvind 
Kejriwal’s freebie politics 
and said that those who 
have zero possibilities to 
come to power can promise 
anything.

Asked about Arvind Kejri-
wal’s promises in poll-bound 
states of Gujarat and Him-

achal Pradesh, Nitin Gad-
kari told ANI with a slight 
smile, “Those who are never 
likely to come to power can 
promise anything as they 
have zero possibilities of 
coming at the centre.” “The 
Bharatiya Janata Party de-
livered what it promised. 
The amount of work done 
in building roads in 8 years 
wasn’t done in the last 65 
years,” Gadkari said.

The BJP leader also under-
lined the recurring problem 

of pollution in the national 
capital, Delhi, and the cen-
tral government’s efforts to 
mitigate it.

“Solving Delhi’s pollution 
problem is a little difficult 
but not impossible. If the 
Central government, the 
state government Municipal 
Corporation and farmers 
make efforts together then 
we can solve the problem. 
We should rise above politics 
and work together regarding 
it,” Gadkari told the press

secre-
tary Dharampal 
Thakur, former 
secretary Akash 

Saini, former councillor Ra-
jan Thakur, former district 
vice president Amit Mehta, 
Mehr Singh Kanwar, Youth 
Congress Rahul Negi, Jai 
Maa Shakti social sansthan 
president Joginder Thakur, 
Naresh Verma, Chamyana 
ward member Yogendra 
Singh, taxi union member 
Rakesh Chauhan, Indian 
National Trust for Art and 
Cultural Heritage Shimla 
president Dharmendra 
Kumar, Virendra Sharma, 
Rahul Rawat, Sonu Shar-
ma, Arun Kumar, Shivam 

Kumar, Gopal Thakur. 
Others who switched 

sides along with them are 
Chaman Lal, District Con-
gress Committee secretary 
Devendra Singh, 

Mahendra Singh, former 
general secretary of Youth 
Congress Munish Mandla, 
Balkrishna Bobby, Sunil 
Sharma, Surendra Thakur, 
Sandeep Samta and Ravi. 

Chief Minister Jairam 
Thakur extended a warm 
welcome to all the workers 
in the BJP. “Let us work to-
gether for the historic vic-
tory of the BJP,” he said. 

Earlier, BJP national 
president J.P. Nadda ex-
uded confidence in the 

party’s victory ahead of 
the Himachal assembly 
elections and said that the 
people of the state trust 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. He also lauded Chief 
Minister Jairam Thakur for 
his governance in the poll-
bound state and said that 
he implemented policies 
on the ground. 

While talking to the me-
dia persons in Himachal 
Pradesh’s Solan, he said, 

“We are conducting public 
outreach programme in 
Solan. People are excited 
and have trust in PM Modi. 
CM Jairam Thakur has im-
plemented policies on the 
ground in the state.”
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top of the day

HealtH worker 
drowns after 
boat overturns 
in indravati river
BIJAPUR: A 27-year-old 
pharmacist drowned 
after a boat in which he 
was travelling overturned 
in Indravati River near 
Kosalnar area on the 
border of Bijapur and 
Dantewada district, an 
official said. The incident 
occurred late Monday 
evening and the body was 
recovered on Tuesday 
morning. The pharmacist 
who died was identified 
as Pradeep Kaushik. The 
team of Bijapur health 
workers was returning 
after a camp organised in 
Kosalnar locality. District 
Programme Manager 
(DPM) National Health 
Management, Sandeep 
Tamrakar who was along 
with the team said that 
they went on a regular 
inspection of hospitals 
and organised a health 
camp in Kolsalnar. 

20 injured in 
Handwara 
accident
KUPWARA: At least 20 
people were injured after 
the vehicle carrying them 
met with an accident in 
the Watyin area of Hand-
wara in the Kupwara 
district of North Kashmir 
on Tuesday. Details of the 
accident are currently 
underway. Previously, 
after the snowfall lashed 
the Gulmarg-Butapathri 
road on Saturday night, 
six people were reported 
injured in a car accident 
near Nagin on the next 
day (Sunday) due to 
overspeeding despite the 
promulgation of strict 
driving instructions, an 
Army press release had 
informed. All passengers 
were then rescued and 
taken to the hospital.

cylinder blast 
in MuMbai’s vile 
Parle area
MUMBAI: A cylinder blast 
occurred on Tuesday 
morning in New Kalpana 
Chawl near Western 
Express Highway in 
Vileparle (E), the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC) said. The 
official said that it was a 
level-1 cylinder blast that 
took place at 6 am on 
Tuesday. Five people who 
sustained injuries have 
been admitted to the V N 
Desai Hospital and the 
condition of all of them 
is stable. The injured are 
Jayram Yadav, Hare Ku-
mar Rai, Rakesh Kumar 
Rai, Arun Kumar Rai and 
Amar Rai.

tusker found 
dead in 
cHHattisgarH
BALODA BAZAR: A 
male tusker was found 
dead allegedly due to an 
electric current in Devpur 
area under Kasdol Upvan 
Division in Chhattisgarh’s 
Baloda Bazar district, a 
forest official said. The 
incident occurred report-
edly two days ago and 
the tusker’s carcass was 
lying just 50 metres away 
from the forest depart-
ment’s rest house. The 
carcass started smelling 
after which it came to no-
tice. DFO Mayank Agraw-
al said that upon getting 
the information about the 
elephant’s death, a team 
of veterinary doctors 
were called to conduct 
the post-mortem. It was 
a male tusker.

deatH tHreats

The invest igat ing 
officer in the al-
leged murder case 

of Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) worker 
Sreenivasan claimed that 
he had been receiving 
threat calls.

As per the complaint filed 
by the investigating officer, 
the caller told him that his 
inquiry has caused trouble 
for them and he will face 
the consequences before 
leaving Palakkad, the po-
lice said. “He asked the 

probing officer to keep a 
coffin ready,” police said.

Based on his statement, a 
complaint has been filed at 
the Palakkad Town South 
police station.

It is pertinent to note that 
so far, 34 accused persons 
in the killing of an RSS 
worker have been arrested, 
and all of them are related 
to the Popular Front of In-
dia (PFI).

Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) worker 
Sreenivasan was hacked to 
death on April 16, a day af-
ter (PFI) leader, Subair, was 
hacked to death in front of 

his father in Kerala’s Palak-
kad district.

Subair, a popular front 
worker, had been hacked to 
death in Elupplly Palakkad 
district on April 15 and as 
a retaliation, Sreenivasan, 
a former RSS worker was 
murdered on April 16.

Police had formed spe-
cial investigation teams to 
probe two cases and ADGP 
law and order is heading 
the teams.

Notably, recently, the Cen-
tral Government imposed 
5 years ban on the Popular 
Front of India (PFI).

The Ministry of Home 

Affairs (MHA) made the 
announcement through a 
recently issued notification 
declaring “the PFI and its 
associates or affiliates or 
fronts as an unlawful as-
sociation with immediate 
effect”.

Alongwith PFI, the ban 
was also imposed on its 
fronts including Rehab In-
dia Foundation (RIF). Cam-
pus Front of India (CFI), 
All India Imams Council 
(AIIC), National Confed-
eration of Human Rights 
Organization (NCHRO), 
National Women’s Front, 
Junior Front, Empower In-

dia Foundation, and Rehab 
Foundation, Kerala, as “un-
lawful associations.”

As per the inputs received 
by both the National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) as 
well as the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED), “the PFI has 
been raising and collect-
ing substantial funds from 
abroad in a well-organized 
and structured manner”.

It also came to the knowl-
edge of the central agencies 
that the “PFI was raising 
funds abroad and their 
transfer to India through 
clandestine and illegal 
channels”.

‘keeP a coffin ready’: officer 
Probing rss worker’s Murder
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K. Sudhakar

Jitendra Awhad

bjP vs congress

investigation

Karnataka Health Minister 
K. Sudhakar on Tuesday hit 
out at Congress and said that 
the oldest party of the coun-
try initiated appeasement 
politics in the nation and 
from the last 75 years they 
are the ones who have been 
indulging in it, adding that 
the BJP’s mantra is “sabka 
saath sabka vikas sabka 
vishwas.”

Speaking to the press at the 
premises of Bengaluru air-
port in Devanahalli, where 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will inaugurate a 108-
foot bronze statue of Kempe 
Gowda, Sudhakar said, “I 
take pride in acknowledg-
ing my government. Former 
Chief Minister BS Yediy-
urappa initiated the idea 
of the statue of prosperity 
way back in 2019, after the 
BJP formed a government 
in the state. This idea was 
muted almost 3.5 years ago 
and today to visualize this 
beautiful scenic statue, the 

statue of the prosperity of 
Kempe Gowda, who was the 
architect of Bengaluru and 
modern Karnataka. So it is 
really befitting. So I really 
acknowledge it. CM Basa-
varaj Bommai also pursued 
this after assuming office to 
ensure that this historical 
monument is established. I 
thank them.” Replying to a 
question, that Congress is 
alleging that it is a kind of 
pleasing tactic by the BJP 
of the one community, the 
Karnataka Minister said, 
“Appeasement politics is ini-
tiated by Congress in the na-
tion. Right from 75 years ago 
appeasing communities. Our 

dharma “sarvavyapi sarva 
sparshi”. “Sabka saath sabka 
vikas sabka vishwas”, this is 
the mantra of PM Modi.”

He said that the BJP is not 
in favour of appeasement 
politics.

“The best example you can 
see is of yesterday’s EWS 
case, which was upheld by 
the apex court. So the eco-
nomically weaker sections 
are there in all religions and 
castes. So this kind of idea 
only BJP can get and can 
implement successfully,” he 
said.

Taking a dig at Congress 
and Janata Dal (Secular), 
Sudhakar said that they are 
upset because they were not 
able to do anything for the 
Vokkaliga community or for 
the minorities in the state.

“Why Congress is upset 
today because what they 
could not, JDS could not do, 
what they didn’t get an idea 
like this, the BJP has imple-
mented. Kempe Gowda, 
though he belongs to the 
powerful Vokkaliga com-
munity. They deceived the 

Vokkaliga community. They 
did not do anything for the 
Vokkaliga community, es-
pecially Congress. The only 
PM who held the highest 
office in this country, HD 
Deve Gowda, who is the son 
of this soil, was dethroned by 
the Congress party by giving 
lame excuses. Similarly, our 
SM Krishna, who is highly 
respected in Karnataka poli-
tics, was also made to demit 
the office, even till today they 
are not given a reason why 
they were both dethroned 
from public office. They 
humiliated SM Krishna so 
much that he has to quit con-
gress and join BJP. Do they 
have answers for these? I 
can quote many examples 
like this. Kengal Hanuman-
thaiah who built Vidhana 
Soudha, did not allow him 
to inaugurate. So they have 
some anger towards Vokka-
liga community,” he said.

Directly targeting Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi, 
the BJP Minister said that he 
is trying to relaunch himself 
after 20 years.

Congress initiated appeasement 
politics: Karnataka Health Minister

Cheating case 
registered against 
former minister 
Anil Parab
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woMan assault case

in karnataka

aPPreHended

in karnataka

bizarre

sHocking

in MaHarasHtra

As many as three girls have 
been arrested so far, and 
a case has been registered 
against six people, includ-
ing two youths, for assault-
ing a woman at LIG square 
in Madhya Pradesh’s Indore, 
an official said.

The arrested girls have 
been identified as Megha 
Malviya, Poonam Ahirwar, 
and Tina Soni. The incident 
occurred around 1 a.m. on 
November 4, and the video 
of the incident, however, 
went viral on social media 
on Monday. 

In the viral video, the four 
girls were spotted beating 
the woman fiercely and 
abusing her.

MIG police station in-
charge Ajay Verma said that 
during the investigation of 
the case, the names of two 
more youths came to light, 
as a result, the case was reg-
istered against six persons. 

Three girls have been ar-
rested so far, and efforts 
are on to nab the remaining 
accused. They would be ar-
rested soon, he added.

The victim sustained inju-
ries in the head and stom-
ach. 

The Karnataka government 
issued a circular on Monday 
that exempted the use of ag-
ricultural land for poultry 
farming from land conver-
sion.

The decision has come 
forward as poultry farming 
is defined as “agriculture” 
in Section 2-(a)(1)(d) of the 
Land Reforms Act, 1961. 
Section 95(2) of the Land 
Revenue Act, 1964, relating 
to the use of agricultural 
land for other purposes, has 
allowed the farmer to apply 
to the District Collector for 
permission to convert the 
agricultural land or a part of 
it for any other purpose.

As per the information, an 
initial proposal for this was 
pending, as it was put forth 
by animal husbandry min-
ister Prabhu Chauhan long 
ago.

The Special Task Force (STF) 
of West Bengal arrested an al-
leged veteran arms supplier 
from Dum Dum Cantonment 
railway station in West Ben-
gal.

The STF officers have iden-
tified the person arrested on 
Monday evening as 55-year-
old Tapan Saha, who belonged 
to Habra Manasabari in West 
Bengal. They have also recov-
ered two 7mm semi-automat-
ic pistols and two improvised 
“one shotter” guns from the 
possession of this alleged vet-
eran arms supplier, an official 
statement mentioned.

All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul 
Muslimeen (AIMIM) and 
some other Dalit organiza-
tions approached the mu-
nicipal corporation seeking 
permission to celebrate Tipu 
Jayanti at the Idgah Maidan 
in Karnataka’s Hubli, which 
was recently in controversy 
over the Ganesh Chaturthi 
celebration.

Some Dalit organisations 
and AIMIM have submit-
ted a memorandum to the 
corporation commissioner 
seeking permission to cel-

ebrate Tipu Jayanti at Idgah 
Maidan. Soon after, Sri Rama 
Sena also came into action 
and submitted a memoran-
dum seeking permission to 
celebrate Kanakadasa Jay-
anti there. Mayor Veeresh 
Anchatgeri told the press 
that religious activities can 
be done at Idgah Maidan, 
but no big leaders will be al-
lowed.

Karnataka Home Minister 
Araga Jnanendra told the 
press, “It is a matter that is 
related to Hubli Dharwad 
Mahanagar Palika and the 
mayor, the Karnataka Chief 
Minister will look into it.”

Earlier in August, the Kar-
nataka High Court had al-
lowed Ganesh Chaturthi cel-
ebrations to go ahead at the 
Idgah ground in Hubbali.

The order rejecting the 
petition filed by Anjuman-
E-Islam said, the ground is 
the property of the Hubli-
Dharawad Municipal Com-
mission and they can allot 
the land to whoever they 
desire so. Later, the case was 
moved to the Supreme Court 
against the Karnataka High 
Court order.

However, the Idgah Maid-
an was granted permission to 
celebrate Ganesh Chaturthi.

The police arrested a 16-year-
old youth for allegedly rap-
ing an 8-year-old girl within 
24 hours of the incident in 
Kurru Bhata village under 
Bango police station limits in 
Chhatisgarh’s Korba district, 
an official said on Monday.

The minor girl went to the 

forest to graze cattle on Sun-
day morning, during which a 
16-year-old youth, who lived 
in the victim’s neighbourhood 
reached there and criminally 
assaulted her. After commit-
ting the crime, the accused 
fled from the spot. The victim 
reached the house before the 
evening, and she was sitting 
silently at home. In the eve-
ning, when the parents of the 

minor reached home after 
working in the farmland, they 
found the house splattered 
with blood and the minor’s 
clothes stained with blood.

After a long time, the girl 
gathered some courage and 
informed her parents about 
the incident. Seeing the con-
dition of the minor, the fam-
ily took her to the sub-health 
centre.

Nationalist Congress Par-
ty (NCP) leader Jitendra 
Awhad has been booked 
by Maharashtra police 
for forcibly stopping the 
screening of Marathi movie 
“Har Har Mahadev” and 
beating a viewer on Mon-
day evening in a multiplex 
in Maharashtra’s Thane district, the police said.

Justifying the forcible stopping of the screening of “Har 
Har Mahadev” Marathi movie, former Maharashtra min-
ister and NCP MLA from Mumbra constituency in Thane 
district Jitendra Awadh said “The movie has claimed to 
show historic events that never happened in reality. Why 
should such a movie be shown?” Maharashtra police have 
registered a case against the NCP leader and his supporters 
in this regard.

A first information report has been registered against the 
former minister Jitendra Awhad and about 100 NCP work-
ers under various sections including 141, 143, 146, 149, 323, 
504 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) at Vartak Nagar police 
station in Thane district, they added.

However no arrest has been made so far, they added.
Har Har Mahadev is a 2022 Indian Marathi-language epic 

historical action drama film written and directed by Abhi-
jeet Deshpande.
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3 girls 
Held, case 
registered 
against 6

‘drink alcoHol...but save water,’ bjP 
MP’s reMark on water conservation

govt issues 
circular 
exeMPting 
use of agri 
land 

stf arrests 
arMs suPPlier 
froM railway 
station

AIMIM seeks permission to celebrate 
Tipu Jayanti at Hubli’s Idgah Maidan

Police arrest youth for violating 
minor girl in Korba

ncP leader booked, 
forcibly stoPPed 
screening of MaratHi 
Movie ‘Har Har MaHadev’

A case of cheating has been 
registered against Shiv Sena 
(Uddhav Balasaheb Thac-
keray) leader and former 
state minister Anil Parab 
and others in connection 
with the Dapoli resort fraud 
case.

The Dapoli Police of Rat-
nagiri district have regis-
tered the case under Sections 
420 and 34 of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC). Further 
investigation is underway.

Anil Parab has a resort in 
Dapoli that is allegedly il-
legal, and Parab has also 
indulged in corruption to 
build it.

ED also intensified the in-
vestigation regarding this 
resort owned by Anil Parab.

The ED had called Parab in 
the alleged money launder-
ing case in the Dapoli resort 
case.

It is alleged that the rules 
of the Union Environment 
Ministry have been ignored 
to build the resort, due to 
which the Environment 
Ministry declared it illegal 
and also complained about 
this in the Dapoli Court.

Based on the same com-
plaint, ED registered an En-
forcement Case Information 
Report (ECIR) and started 
an investigation into the 
matter.

In connection with the 
case, ED had earlier con-
ducted raids at seven loca-
tions of Parab.

Earlier, BJP leader Kirit 
Somaiya had informed that 
Dapoli Police had agreed to 
consider his complaint and 
search for evidence against 
the unauthorised resort.

The government has de-
clared its fraud forgery in 
the illegal construction of 
Dapoli Resort, Somaiya had 
informed.

In 2021, Kirit Somaiya had 
lodged a complaint with the 
Union environment minister 
Prakash Javadekar against 
Parab accusing him of ille-
gally constructing a resort 
in Ratnagiri during the CO-
VID-19 lockdown.

Meanwhile, back in June 
this year, the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) had 
quizzed Parab in connec-
tion with an alleged money 
laundering case.

He was summoned by the 
central agencies following 
raids at his properties in 
Pune and Mumbai in May 
2022 after the agency filed 
a case under the criminal 
sections of the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA).

The raids were carried out 
at Parab’s official as well as a 
private residence.

In September 2021, Parab 
appeared before the En-
forcement Directorate (ED) 
in Mumbai for questioning 
in connection with the brib-
ery and money launder-
ing case against the former 
home minister and Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP) 
leader Anil Deshmukh.

A Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) Member 
of Parliament (MP) from Rewa constitu-
ency, Janardan Mishra, has made a bizarre 
remark over the conservation of water in 
Rewa.

“Lands are running dry of water, it must 
be saved. Either eat gutka, consume liquor, 
smell thinner, sulesan (a kind of adhesive), 
or eat iodex but understand the importance 
of water,” Janardan Mishra said during a 
water conservation workshop. The work-
shop was organised at Rewa Krishnaraj Ka-

poor Auditorium in the district on Sunday. 
A video of the incident has gone viral on 
social media.

According to the viral video, he further 
said, “If any government announces to 
waive the water tax then do tell them that 
we will pay the water tax and you may 
waive the rest of the taxes, including elec-
tricity bills.”

This is not the first time that Mishra has 
hit the headlines. He remained in the head-
lines through his unexpected and strange 
statements and activities. Recently, a video 
went viral in which he was spotted cleaning 
a toilet with his bare hands.



Every winter, Delhiites 
gasp to breathe dur-
ing winters. The air 

reaches levels which aggra-
vate respiratory issues caus-
ing difficulty in breathing. 
In India, 1.67 million deaths 
were attributed to air pol-
lution in 2019, accounting 
for 17.8 per cent of the total 
deaths in the country. As a 
resident of Delhi and an air 
quality analyst, I feel choked 
year after year.

The pandemic helped un-
derstand baseline pollution 
when the major sources of 
pollution, like vehicles and 
industries, across the region 
were inoperative. But post-
pandemic, the challenge still 
remains that the overall base 
concentration is high. This 
underscores the fact that this 
is a regional problem and not 
limited to Delhi’s airshed.

What is polluting 
Delhi’s air?
As per CSE’s analysis based 
on real-time monitoring sta-
tions, Delhi needs to reduce 
its PM2.5 concentration by 

62% to meet the National 
Ambient Air Quality Stan-
dard (NAAQS) considering 
baseline of 3-year average as 
2019-21. Source apportion-
ment and emission inventory 
studies done by IIT Kanpur 
and TERI-ARAI show a con-
siderable seasonal variation 
in the relative contribution 
of pollution sources between 
winter and summer. During 
summer, the influence of dust 
increases to almost 31-34%, 
and reduces to 6-15% dur-
ing winter. The contribu-
tion of combustion sources 
(vehicles, industry, biomass 
burning among others) in-
creases during winter to 
85-94%. Notably, the share 
of secondary particles (that 
originate from gaseous pol-
lutants like sulphur dioxide, 
nitrogen oxides, ammonia, 
and volatile organic com-
pounds from other combus-
tion sources) can be as high 
as 26-30% during winter and 
about 15-17% during summer.

A major disadvantage of 
the Indo-Gangetic plain is 
stemming from its geographi-
cal location which leads to 
high levels of pollution. The 
sources remain constant 
throughout the year, but the 
geographical location along 
with temperature inversions 
and stable wind conditions, 
especially during winters 
in Delhi, leads to high expo-
sures. Episodic sources such 
as firecrackers and stubble 
burning further aggravate 
the problem.

Action lags: A multitude of 
national, regional and city 
level action plans for Delhi 
NCR were launched, with a 
host of government agencies 
in charge to implement the 
programme across India- 
the National clean Air Pro-
gramme (2019). The success 
of these plans is dependent 
on the required coordination 
among different departments 
such as Pollution Control 
Boards, Transport depart-
ment, Urban Local Bodies 
and neighbouring states. 
Gaps in inter-departmental 
coordination resulted in 
poor enforcement of these 
plans across targeted source 
sectors.

What neeDs  
to be Done
It is important to have clean 
fuel across sectors while 
looking for a significant re-
duction in air pollution levels. 
This year government an-
nounced a complete ban on 
coal across Delhi-NCR from 1 
January 2023. But, this needs 
to be supplemented with a 
systematic approach to sup-
ply household clean fuel, as 
well as restricting entry of 
such fuels into Delhi NCR. 
Adoption of emission con-
trol technologies in big and 
small scale units, enforce-
ment of new standards and 
advanced monitoring for 
compliance have also not 
been adequately addressed.

Action on transportation 
has received the most atten-
tion. However, the journey 
from letter to action has been 
too little too late. With more 
than 200 lakh population (es-
timate of World Population 
Prospect by the UN, 2018), 
the city generates at least 
276 lakh daily travel trips. 
If most of these commuting 
trips have to be undertaken 
via personal vehicles, Delhi 
cannot meet the clean air 

target or the benchmarks 
for liveability. 

It is imperative that Delhi 
moves to a low carbon trans-
port strategy such as upscal-
ing public mass transport, 
and electrification of fleet, 
walking-cycling infrastruc-
ture, low emission zones, 
vehicle restraint measures 
like parking caps, pricing, 
and transit-oriented devel-
opment. Otherwise, explo-
sive vehicle ownership can 
singularly negate the air 
quality gains of the leapfrog 
to Bharat Stage VI emission 
standards. The government 
has already notified 25% elec-
trification of the fleet by 2024; 
however, implementation is 
to be monitored.

There are many more criti-
cal source sectors which simi-
larly demand government’s 
attention to reduce the over-
all pollution levels in the city. 
However, these measures re-
main piecemeal efforts for a 
problem that requires a zero-
tolerance policy, and needs 
solutions at a massive scale.

Do We knoW hoW  
to fix it, or is it  
simply a lack of  
political Will?
There is hope for change with 
a new anti-pollution agency 
set up in 2020, the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Manage-
ment (CAQM). The CAQM 
is vested with the power to 
implement measures to re-
duce pollution in Delhi NCR. 
The Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB) along with its 
counterparts, the State Pollu-
tion Control Boards (SPCBs), 
are responsible for imple-
mentation of legislation relat-
ing to prevention and control 
of environmental pollution.

There has been consider-
able progress in expanding 
air quality monitoring in 
Delhi since 2015. Delhi has 
a total of 50 monitoring sta-

tions—40 real-time and 10 
manual. The Indian Insti-
tute of Tropical Meteorology 
(IITM) recently developed 
and updated the “Air Qual-
ity Early Warning System” 
(AQEWS) into Decision 
Support System (DSS). This 
will enable advance decision 
on emergency action during 
periods of anticipated ad-
verse air quality leading to 
informed policy action by the 
government agencies.

CSE’s winter analysis of the 
DSS data shows that among 
the local sources, transport 
sector contributes nearly 
half the pollution. The over-
all share of all combustion 
sources—including vehicles, 
peripheral industries, the en-
ergy sector, waste burning 
and residential cooking—
have a higher share than the 
dust sources that include 
construction and road dust.

Even with the most recent 
and vast air quality data made 
available, the government re-
sponse has continued to be re-
active, rather than proactive. 
While the government’s will 
to take action is evident in its 
investment in solutions like 
smog towers, road sprinklers 
and shutting down construc-
tion, and industry to control 
fugitive emissions. However, 
these are band-aid solutions 
and do not tackle the sourc-
es of pollution in a cohesive 
manner. The intervention 
in Delhi-NCR was mainly 
driven by judicial directives 
leading to central and state 
government action to con-
trol air pollution. Through 
Supreme Court-appointed 
Environment Pollution 
(Prevention and Control) 
Authority (EPCA), all the 
local stakeholders worked 
cohesively to reduce pollu-
tion. Then Graded Response 
Action Plan (GRAP), for the 
first time, sought to create a 
coordinated response involv-

ing various regulatory bodies 
to pollution episodes, with 
different measures linked 
to the prevalent Air Quality 
Index (AQI).

Despite this, our source 
problem continues to be same 
every year. We are spurred 
into action only when we 
reach “severe” levels of bad 
air. While our baseline pollu-
tion has increased manifold, 
we continue to base our air 
quality control and preven-
tion measures on standards 
which are way past the effi-
cacy required to secure public 
health.

Recently, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), after 
nearly 15 years, revised the 
Global Air Quality Guidelines 
in 2021. The new guidelines 
tightened the annual PM2.5 
threshold to five μg/m3 from 
10 μg/m3. The 24-hour aver-
age is reduced from 25 μg/
m3 to 15 μg/m3. The revised 
WHO guidelines draw a stark 
difference between India’s 
current ambient air quality 
standards, and the required 
revision needed to attain the 
WHO limits. The CPCB has 
internally set in motion the 
process to review the Indian 
air quality standards. This 
presents an opportunity to re-
vise the air quality standards, 
and assess the current stan-
dard’s efficacy in being the 
parameter to base preventive 
and control measures on air 
quality, while also determin-
ing the kind of institutional 
system and capacity needed 
to bring large-scale coordina-
tion among the states.

The author is the Programme 
Manager in the Clean Air and 
Sustainable Mobility unit at the 
Centre for Science and Envi-
ronment. She holds a masters in 
Environmental Studies and Re-
source Management from TERI 
School of Advanced Studies,  
New Delhi.

Band-aid actions can’t fix 
Delhi’s air pollution woes
While our baseline pollution has increased manifold, we continue to base our air quality 
control on standards which are way past the efficacy required to secure public health.

‘CASINO CAPITALISM’

GASPING TO BREATHE

 Which way will the Gujarat election go? Given that 
this is Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s home court 
where he is the main issue and the chief campaigner, 
very few expect the BJP to lose the state, despite a 
27-year anti-incumbency. Add to that a low profile 
Congress campaign and a high voltage assault by the 
Aam Admi Party that will first eat into the opposition 
vote bank before it makes a dent into the BJP. Why 
is Rahul Gandhi staying away from the campaign 
and not trying to cement the Congress track record 
of winning 80 plus seats in the last round, and more 
importantly stopping the BJP at double digits, not 
letting it cross the 99 mark? According to senior 
journalist and author, Rasheed Kidwai, this could 
be because the Congress does not want to make it 
into a Rahul vs Modi battle and divert from real is-
sues. Others feel that Rahul doesn’t want another 
loss added to his name, not at a time when he is do-
ing some serious rebranding, thanks to the Bharat 
Jodo yatra. For the first time in as many years, he has 
finally been able to shake off the Pappu rag. Why 
would he want to risk that once again if the Congress 
tally goes down in Gujarat? However, the party has 
launched a door-to-door campaign and in terms of 
workers and cadres, it still registers a stronger pres-
ence than Kejriwal’s AAP where the leader is better 
known than his party on ground presence. Also, 
now that Delhi›s MCD polls have been announced, 
Kejriwal will find his loyalties divided. If he loses 
the MCD polls, then his stronghold in the capital is 
breached, but if he fails to make a dent in Gujarat, 
then his national ambitions will be dented.

However. one has to hand it to Kejriwal for fighting 
a consistent and focused campaign in Gujarat. He 
has been working on it for a while now ever since 
February 2021 when AAP won 27 seats in the 120-
seat Surat municipality, and Congress won nothing.

Since then, Kejriwal has been dropping into Gu-
jarat ever so often and has also deputed one of his 
most able election strategists Raghav Chaddha as the 
state election in-charge. Chaddha, if you remember, 
played a key role in the AAP›s Punjab win as well. 
The Punjab CM as well as other AAP leaders have 
been touring the state.

As for the state of Himachal, that is one state where 
the anti-incumbency against the BJP government 
is much more vocal on the ground. And here, it is 
the Congress that remains (both in optics and on 
ground) as the main opposition party, despite a low-
profile campaign there as well. However, if you go 
by anecdotal evidence, then there is a strong grouse 
over the state BJP government over lack of jobs and 
employment. At the local level, both the BJP and the 
Congress do not have a tall leader on offer. Whoever 
becomes the CM will be a proxy of the Central lead-
ership. And while the Congress does not have any 
positive narrative of its own to offer, it is hoping that 
the BJP will default on its own promises vs deliv-
ery balance sheet and sway the voters towards the 
Congress. In other words, while the Congress may 
not be able to win Himachal on its own steam, it is 
hopeful that the BJP may lose the state. That is also 
politics though not the best way to play the game, 
but its election time and anything goes.

PRIYA SAHGAL

perspective
ELECTION TIME

THE GujARAT 
IMBROGLIO

The world watches through 
the economic recession be-
ing announced across the 
continents with unimagina-
ble but discrete hegemony of 
the billionaires in the policy 
making realms. Everyone 
understands the invincible 
network of casino capital-
ism stipulating every move 
towards making the best 
use of technological tools 
and policy mechanisms to 
sideline welfarism in poli-
tics. There seems to be an 
illegal nexus of a few bil-
lionaires with the political 
supremos to create a mutu-

ally beneficial policy outlay 
and implementation without 
the knowledge of the gen-
eral public across the world. 
Corporate syndicates deter-
mine the nature of changes 
sweeping through business 
forecasts. It is tough battle 
for the small and medium 
scale sectors to survive the 
business imperialism of the 
corporate giants. Nobody 
dares to talk about it.

Corporate welfarism has 
become the most inevitable 
agenda of several politicians 
cutting across their ideologi-
cal polarities. It is obvious to 
see how corporates engage 
continuously in modify-
ing consumer behaviour 
and their buying patterns 
through emotional market-
ing strategies and ad cam-
paigns. The creation of cor-
porate campaigns on image 
management has been in the 
currency for some time to 
advocate the changing policy 
mechanisms of various na-
tions wherein the real-time 
challenges and sufferings 

of the people have not abso-
lutely found a way through 
the transformative model of 
world governance.

Liberalization has decen-
tralized the government hold 
over various services but to 
a great extent, privatization 
has certainly benefited a 
few billionaires more than 
that of the vast majority of 
the middle class across the 
world. Initially, economic 
liberalization eased the ways 
for the foreign direct invest-
ment to flow into the nooks 
and corners of a country. At 
some point of time, the cor-
rupt political system has 
allegedly used the route of 
foreign direct investment to 
bring back all their illegal 
accumulations in various 
forms.

It is true to acknowledge 
the fact that the world is 
caught up between the ex-
pansionism of the left and 
the right-wing politics. Lib-
eral democracies do not seem 
to be at the helm of affairs, 
but the emergence of debt 

diplomacy is to be seen as 
the hegemony of economic 
supremacy of China at the 
centre stage. However, Chi-
na has rendered its support 
to several Asian and Afri-
can countries when others 
have failed to support them 
through any meaningful 
economic aid. There is a very 
serious concern in southern 
India over the Chinese pres-
ence in the northern part of 
Sri Lanka. The Chinese crew 
may try to use drones or any 
other intelligence gathering 
mechanisms from Sri Lanka 
at the moment. The coastal 
security of India remains 
significant to safeguard its 
naval security and prevent 
any kind of illegal incursions.

Several industrialists may 
privately agree with anyone 
about how Chinese technol-
ogy giants sweep through 
every new opportunity by re-
placing high quality products 
of USA, Japan, South Korea, 
Germany and others with 
their cheap products. China 
has been working steadily 

to establish a new world 
order with its swift lending 
of about 250 billion dollars 
at a higher rate of interest 
(approximately at 8.5%) for 
several countries during the 
last few years. Fortunately, 
Japan has supported several 
low- and middle-income 
countries by lending 150 
billion dollar at 0.5% interest 
rate for more than a decade.

Most of the insurmountable 
challenges of the pandemic 
have already been overcome 
by the Chinese economy in 
a big way. The consumerist 
market expansion of their 
products happens to indi-
cate that they are steadily 
marching towards econom-
ic supremacy. It seems to be 
otherwise in the case of USA, 
Europe and other Asian 
countries. The World Inno-
vation Index-2022 ranks the 
top ten countries as follows: 
Switzerland, USA, Sweden, 
the UK, Netherlands, Re-
public of Korea, Singapore, 
Germany, Finland and Den-
mark. However, a few of the 

Chinese companies seem to 
be extremely good at reverse 
engineering and replication 
of any new technology in a 
short period.

There have innumerable 
conflicts taking place every-
where in the name of race, 
religion, language, creed and 
nationality. The post-modern 
craving for the primordial 
conflicts will certainly end 
up in the discourse of frag-
mentation. The policies on 
child education and health-
care of the refugees remain a 
matter of grave concern for 
human rights groups across 
the world. The social life of 
the entire conflict zone be-
comes chaotic with existen-
tial threat and heinous war 
crimes may go unnoticed 
and the voiceless multitudes 
may face hopelessness and 
dejection beyond any reha-
bilitation process funded by 
charities and others.

India remains neutral in 
the multipolar world by 
looking at the evolving dis-
course of peace without 

getting hoodwinked by the 
political derangements in 
the negotiations taking place 
between Russia and Ukraine. 
The politics of weapon man-
ufacturers dwells on the 
death of peace rather than 
the realistic assessment of 
excruciating pain and unut-
terable sufferings of people 
living in the conflict zone. It 
may not be a long time for In-
dia to be a world leader advo-
cating peaceful co-existence 
and social harmony among 
various ethnic groups across 
the continents.

The politics of war over 
peace rules the highest ech-
elons of world governance, 
wherein the disappearance 
of peaceful societies may 
alter the entire eco-system 
of the world in food produc-
tion and cause certain inex-
plicable genetic disorders 
among the infants. Nuclear 
warfare is dangerous and 
possibly destroys the fertile 
soil of Europe and its food 
supply chain. It could result 
in billions of people going 

hungry everyday as the cor-
porate farming sector and 
food processing industries 
might completely vanish 
when there is little profit. It 
is in the interest of human-
ity that we need to protect 
indigenous farmers and their 
farming practices.

The race for world su-
premacy has begun among 
the super powers of the 
world without taking into 
account the long-term 
considerations of the hu-
man well-being. Corporate 
welfarism of the weapon 
manufacturers seems to be 
at the forefront rather than 
indispensable human wel-
fare. The world leaders need 
to contemplate on a robust 
policy mechanism for world 
peace by making India and 
other peace-loving nations 
permanent members of the 
UN Security Council.

Mangalaprathaban Muralid-
haran is a corporate trainer, 
course developer and curricu-
lum consultant.
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The Allahabad High 
Court in the case 
Mohd. Sajid v. State 

of UP observed and has 
granted bail to a student 
who spent around 5 months 
in jail in connection with the 
Prayagraj Violence case.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Raj Beer Singh ob-
served and has ordered his 
release on bail on the condi-
tion of furnishing a personal 
bond and two sureties each 
in the like amount as per the 
satisfaction of the concerned 
court.

In the present case, the 
violence erupted in Atala 
on June 10 and its adjoin-
ing localities in Prayagraj 
after youths assembled in 
large numbers after Fri-
day prayers for protesting 
against the controversial 
statements of BJP leader on 
the Prophet Mohammad.

An FIR was registered 
pertaining to this incident 
against 70 named and 5000 
unknown persons by the UP 
Police alleging that the mob 
(comprising accused and 
other persons) raised objec-
tionable and the inflamma-
tory slogans against another 
religion, a riot committed, 
and the pelted stones and 
thereby damaging several 
properties and some police 
officials have sustained in-
juries.

On June12, Mohd. Sajid, the 
accused was arrested after 
the accused being booked 
under Sections 143, 144, 
145, 147, 148, 149, 153A, 153B, 
295A, 307, 332, 336, 353, 435, 
427, 504, 505(2), 506, 120B of 
the Indian Penal Code, 1860 
and the Section 3, Section 4, 
Section 5 of the Explosive 
Substances Act and Section 

83 of Juvenile Justice Act and 
Section 3 and Section 4 of the 
Prevention of Damages to 
Public Property Act.

In the plea filled by the ac-
cused for his bail before the 
High Court, it was argued by 
him that he is not named in 
the first information report 
and had been falsely im-
plicated in this case during 

investigation and without 
there being any credible 
evidence against him.

Further, while referring to 
the facts of the matter, it was 
submitted that his involve-
ment in the alleged incident 
is highly disputed. Also, it 
was informed to the bench 
that similarly placed co-
accused have already been 

granted bail by co-ordinate 
Benches of the Court

Accordingly, the court 
granted him bail, after taking 
into account the submissions 
of the accused, the period of 
custody, and all attending 
facts and circumstances of 
the case, without expressing 
any opinion on the merits of 
the case.

BIG ACTION

ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT: GRANTS BAIL 
TO ACCUSED-STUDENT, IN JAIL SINCE 
JUNE 2022; PRAYAGRAJ VIOLENCE

The 22nd Law Commission of India has been 
constituted by the Central Government with 
former Karnataka High Court Chief Justice 
Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi as its Chairperson. 
However, the former Kerala High Court judge 
Justice KT Sankaran, Prof. Anand Paliwal, 
Prof. DP Verma, Prof. Dr. Raka Arya and Shri 
M. Karunanithi has also been appointed as 
members by the Centre.
Since August 31, 2018, the Law Commission 
of India had been remaining vacant after 
the retirement of the Chairperson of the 21st 
Commission, Justice BS Chauhan, the former 
Supreme Court judge.
Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi was a judge of the 
Allahabad High Court and has retire don 
03.07.2022 as the Chief Justice of Karnataka 

High Court. Further, he has also presided 
over the Full Bench of the High Court which 
upheld the ban on wearing hijab by Muslim 
girls in Government colleges in Karnataka.
Justice KT Sankaran was a judge of the Ker-
ala High Court from 2005, February to 2016, 
December. However, Justice Sankaran had 
created a controversy by propounding the 
theory of “love jihad” for the first time in the 
country in 2009. Latterly, it was held by an-
other bench of the High Court held that there 
was no evidence to confirm the allegations of 

“love jihad”.
In the Supreme Court, a PIL is pending 
against the delay in constituting the Law 
Commission. Recently, the Centre informed 
the Supreme Court that the issue of Uniform 
Civil Code will be placed before the Law Com-
mission of India as soon as it is constituted.

IN COURT

JUSTICE RR AWASTHI APPOINTED 
AS CHAIRPERSON, CENTRE 
CONSTITUTE LAW COMMISSION OF 
INDIA AFTER 4 YEARS 

IN COURT

Punjab & Haryana High Court: Trial 
Court Order Set Aside, Allowing 
Amendment To Pleadings After 
Dismissal Of Suit | OVI R17 CPC
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The Delhi High Court in the case Pratap 
Singh vs The State (NCT of Delhi) observed 
and has granted bail to an accused in an 
NDPS case, wherein observing that ‘Khad’ 
cannot be solely interpreted to mean contra-
band or drugs.
The bench comprising of Justice Jasmeet 
Singh in the order dated October 3 stated that 
the applicant is in the business of fertilizers 
and hence the use of word ‘Khad’ is neither 
unusual nor strange and the court have a rea-
sonable ground to believe that he is not guilty 
of the offence.
In the present case, the court made obser-
vations while granting bail to Pratap Singh, 
who being in custody in the case since March 
09 last year.
In March 2021, in the present case registered 
by Special Cell, it alleged three Kilograms 
of heroin which is recovered from accused 
Kapil and 7 Kilograms from the alleged sup-
plier Uday. 
The Singh who being the accused had been 
arrested on the basis of Kapil’s disclosure 
statement and an intercepted call between 
them regarding an alleged drug transaction.

In the order, it has been stated by Justice 
Singh that the accused Singh was “appre-
hended primarily” on the basis of Kapil’s 
disclosure statement, and that had been no 
recovery from him.
Further, it had been stated by the court, ad-
mittedly, a shop of fertilizer is runed by ap-
plicant at Barabanki, UP. The intercepted 
conversation between the applicant and the 
Kapil shows that they were talking about 
supply of ‘Khad’ which cannot be solely in-
terpreted to mean drugs or contraband.
The court stated that the public prosecutor 
has been granted an opportunity to oppose 
the application, with respect to the bar of 
Section 37.
The court added that there being no discov-
ery from the applicant, there is no money 
trail or possession of any drugs/contraband 
with the applicant. Thus, the applicant has 
clear antecedents and there is no other case 
pending against him and the only material 
against the applicant is the disclosure state-
ment of Kapil and the intercepted conversa-
tion which talks about ‘Khad’.
It has also been stated by the court that it is 
prima facie of the view that he is not likely 
to commit any offence while on bail, while 
allowing the bail application of the accused.

IN COURT

Delhi High Court: Granted 
Bail To Fertilizer Seller In 
NDPS Case; ‘Khad’ Cannot 
Solely Be Interpreted To 
Mean Drugs
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The Punjab and Haryana High Court 
in the case Paramjit Singh Versus 
Punjab Wakf Board, Chandigarh 
observed and has recently allowed 
a revision petition and set aside the 
order of the lower appellate Court 
vide which it allowed respondent or 
plaintiff’s application under Order 
VI Rule 17 CPC for amendment of the 
plaint, after dismissal of suit.

In the present case, the court held 
that Order VI Rule 17 of CPC specifi-
cally provides that amendment to 
pleadings cannot be allowed after the 

commencement of trial and unless it 
is concluded by the Court that de-
spite due diligence, the parties could 
not have raised the matter earlier.

The bench comprising of Justice 
Jaishree Thakur added that the 
amendment sought only on the 
ground that the suit property could 
not be properly explained in plaint 
due to “oversight” is no ground to 
allow the amendment for the lower 
appellate Court

Further, the court was dealing 
with a case where the respondent/
plaintiff filed a suit for possession of 
the suit property and for recovery of 

charges for illegal use and occupation 
of the said property. The Trial Court 
dismissed the suit on the ground 
that the plaintiff failed to prove de-
fendant’s possession over the land. 
As far as the question of possession 
was concerned, the plaintiff failed to 
prove any site plan allegedly in pos-
session of the defendant.

Therefore, an application was filled 
by the respondent or plaintiff where-
in seeking amendment of the plaint 
on the ground that boundaries of the 
suit property could not be explained 
properly due to oversight.

The said amendment was allowed 

by the lower appellant court stating 
that the amendment sought was, 
only explanatory which would help 
the Court arrive at a correct conclu-
sion. It was also held to be relevant 
and bona fide.

Adding to it, the High Court noted 
that after dismissal of the suit by the 
trial Court, the amendment is being 
sought and that too exactly to fill the 
lacuna pointed out by trial in the dis-
missal order. The court held while al-
lowing such an amendment would 
only be a misuse of the provisions of 
Order VI Rule 17 of Civil Procedure 
Code, 1908.
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The whole  world 
knows that Russian 
President Vladimir 

Putin does not talk without 
any rhyme or reason. He 
always sticks to his guns. 
He always uses his words 
carefully because he knows 
how much a word uttered by 
him about someone means. 
Therefore, when he openly 
praised the Prime Minister 
of India Narendra Modi in 
the presence of policy ex-
perts at the Valdai Discus-
sion Club in Moscow, the 
whole world listened to his 
statement with rapt atten-
tion and got busy interpret-
ing his words.

Just look at Putin’s words. 
He said Narendra Modi 
is one of the few and rare 
politicians in the world who, 
despite all the pressures, has 
the ability to decide indepen-
dent foreign policy keeping 
in view the interest of his 
country. Referring to the his-

torical friendship and trust 
between Russia and India, 
Putin said there were many 
attempts to impose interna-
tional sanctions on India but 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi continued the journey 
like an icebreaker. India has 
achieved tremendous suc-
cess in terms of development 
and its future is bright. An 
attempt was made to see Pu-
tin’s statement in the context 
that India should not get too 
close to the American camp 
and remain close to Russia. 
It is natural that in the new 
world order, India needs 
Russia as well as America!

I see Putin’s statement in a 
completely different context. 
If you assess his statement 
keeping aside the politics, 
then what Putin has said is 
absolutely right. Not much 
time has passed since the US 
imposed economic sanctions 
on Russia. India buys crude 
oil from Russia and the sanc-
tions meant stopping the 
purchase. Had it been any 
other country other than 
India, it would have buck-
led under pressure but In-
dia continued to buy oil from 
Russia. Not only this, when 
the external affairs minis-
ter S Jaishankar was asked 
about it, he put forth the data 
that India’s total purchase of 
oil from Russia in a month 
is probably less than what 

Europe buys in a day. India 
also fearlessly purchased 
the S-400 missile system 
from Russia. Both these in-
cidents show that India did 
not listen to America. On 
the other hand, regardless 
of Russian displeasure, In-
dia joined the Quadrilateral 
Security Dialogue (Quad) 
with America, Australia 
and Japan. The world saw 

that when the Taliban oc-
cupied Afghanistan, Russian 
security council secretary 
Nikolai Patrushev and the 
US intelligence agency CIA 
chief William Burns had to 
come to Delhi personally to 
discuss the situation.

Even when Russia attacked 
Ukraine, India kept its po-
sition very clear; it neither 
blindly supported Russia 

nor sided with Europe or 
America. And when it was 
necessary, Modiji looked 
into Putin’s eyes and said 
this is not the time for war. 
On one hand, India has 
strengthened its ties with 
Israel and on the other, it 
has nurtured its relation-
ship with Arab countries too. 
The Arab countries no lon-
ger care for Pakistan; they 

attach great significance to 
their traditional ties with 
India. There are many such 
incidents that are indicative 
of the fact that the stature of 
India is increasing all across 
the globe. PM Modi and his 
team deserve full credit for 
enhancing the stature of In-
dia. I have no hesitation in 
saying that the external af-
fairs minister S Jaishankar 

is lending his full support 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to enhance India’s im-
age overseas.

Even before Putin, Don-
ald Trump praised Modiji 
when he was the President. 
Barack Obama even wrote 
an article on Modiji in Time 
magazine. Modiji’s name 
has been included in Time 
magazine’s list of the world’s 

most influential persons five 
times. He has been included 
along with Jawaharlal Neh-
ru and Indira Gandhi, and 
is among the three most 
influential leaders of India 
to date. Jawaharlal Nehru 
saved India from joining 
any group in the difficult 
period after independence 
and wrote a new chapter of 
development. Indira Gandhi 
introduced the whole world 
to the firmness of India. And 
now Modiji has taken India’s 
power to a new level in the 
whole world.

During his time, Nehruji 
made leaders from all over 
the world his admirers. He 
used to hug them and put 
his hand on their shoul-
ders. Both Nehru and John F 
Kennedy were independent 
minded and did not bow be-
fore the Queen of Britain but 
shook hands with her. India 
had moral and ideological 
strength during Nehruji’s 
time and today Modiji has 
moral, ideological as well as 
economic strength. Modiji is 
an expert in the art of dis-
playing this power. His di-
plomacy is amazing. Today 
every leader wants to hug 
Modiji. Be it Barack Obama, 
Donald Trump, Xi Jinping or 
anyone else. Modiji has also 
spoken on an equal footing 
with the world’s top leaders. 
This specialty in him is what 
impresses everyone. It is, 
therefore, no exaggeration 
that leaders around the 
world praise him. India has 
already joined the race to 
become a superpower. Sare 
jahan se achha Hindustan 
hamara!

The author is the chairman, 
Editorial Board of Lokmat 
Media and former member of 
Rajya Sabha.
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WHY HAS PUTIN BECOME MODIJI’S FAN?

analysis
VIJAY DARDA

Arbitration Law in India 
has long-running history 
of evolution. The legislative 
intent behind the Act is to 
facilitate efficient and alter-
native mechanism for quick 
dispute resolution. It is one 
of the important aspects of 
Alternate Dispute Resolu-
tion Process. But in India 
the intent with which the 
Act was enacted, it seems 
that the objective has not 
yet been achieved. Arbitra-
tion in India is not effective 
way of solving the dispute. 
It is said that where there 
is an effective arbitration 
there are chances that the 
country’s economy boosts 
up owing to the increase in 
investment by the foreign 
investors. Arbitration Act 
was enacted to settle the dis-
putes between the party ef-
fectively without taking the 

recourse of court litigation 
and without any judicial 
intervention in the award 
passed by the Arbitrators. 

Section 34 of the Act lays 
down the grounds for set-
ting aside the arbitral award. 
Most of the arbitral awards 
are set aside commonly on 
the ground of being against 
the public policy. Section 
34(4) of The Act states that 
the Court if deems fit on re-
ceipt of the application filed 
under section 34(1) of the 
Act, can adjourn the arbitra-
tion proceedings and can 
eliminate those grounds on 
basis of which the arbitral 
award can be set aside. Now, 
there is a difference between 
setting aside an award and 
modifying an award. Under 
the provisions of Arbitra-
tion Act, the courts have 
limited power and cannot 

interfere with the arbitral 
award and modify it. The 
objective behind the en-
forcement of such provision 
was to reduce the judicial in-
terference in the Arbitration 
Proceedings.

Recently, the issue has 
been highlighted by the Su-
preme Court in the matter 
of Mutha Construction vs. 
Strategic Brand Solutions 
(I) Pvt. Ltd. where the mat-
ter was remanded u/s 34 of 
the Arbitration Act. Now, 
the decision of the Supreme 
Court raises the issue of ju-
dicial intervention in Arbi-
tration Proceedings. There 
are numerous judicial pro-
nouncements where the 
same issue was dealt. 

In 2021 the Supreme Court 
laid down a significant judg-
ment in The Project Director, 
National Highways Author-
ity of India vs. M. Hakeem 
& Anr. on the extent of 
power of court while hear-
ing any challenge to the ar-
bitral award under section 
34 of the Arbitration and 
Conciliation Act, 1996. The 
Supreme Court in this case 
held that the courts are not 
empowered to modify or 
vary an arbitral award, the 
court further stated “Quite 
obviously if one were to 
include the power to mod-
ify an award in Section 34, 
one would be crossing the 
Lakshman Rekha and do-
ing what, according to the 
justice of a case, ought to be 
done. In interpreting a statu-
tory provision, a judge must 
put himself in the shoes of 

the parliament and then ask 
whether Parliament intend-
ed this result. Parliament 
very clearly intended that no 
power of modification of an 
award exists in Section 34 
of the Arbitration Act, 1996. 
It is only for parliament to 
amend the aforesaid provi-
sion in the light of the expe-
rience of the courts in the 
working of the Arbitration 
Act, 1996, and bring it in line 
with other legislations the 
world over”. The Supreme 
Court also considered and 
compared section 15 and 16 
of the 1940 Act, which vest-
ed the courts with the power 
to modify, correct or remit 
an award to the arbitral tri-
bunal in the circumstances 

laid down in the provisions. 
The court said that, on a 
perusal of the provisions 
of the 1996 Act it is evident 
that there is no legislative 
intent to include powers to 
modify or remit the arbi-
tral award. The legislative 
intent on the basis of which 
the Act of 1996 was enforced 
was to avoid the judicial in-
terference in the arbitration 
proceedings. The court also 
considered section 34 of the 
UNCITRAL Model Law 
and stated that the courts 
have no power to modify an 
arbitral award and prohibits 
interference with the award.

The Supreme Court in 
Enercon v. Enercon GMBH 
devised the overarching 

principle of least interven-
tion in the arbitration act. 
The Supreme Court in Mc-
dermott International Inc. 
v. Burn Standard Co. Ltd. & 
National Highway Author-
ity of India v. M. Hakeem. 
stated that the courts in the 
Arbitration Act have only 
supervisory role and they 
should only interfere in the 
cases if the cases pertain to 
fraud or biasness. In fur-
therance, the court in this 
case stated that the courts 
have no power to modify an 
award while exercising ju-
risdiction under Section  34. 

Now, in some cases the ar-
bitration proceedings takes 
several years to complete 
and if the matter is remand-

ed back for fresh arbitration 
then it defeats the legislative 
intent of the Act. Welspun 
Speciality Solutions Ltd V. 
Oil and Natural Gas Corpo-
ration Ltd- The Apex Court 
held that merely explicit 
clause would not make the 
time as the essence of the 
contract. It should be de-
termined from the reading 
of the complete contract 
as well as the immediate 
circumstances. An exten-
sion of time clause, dilutes 
the clause making the time 
the essence of the contract. 
Moreover granting various 
extension without imposi-
tion of any damages would 
render such clause entirely 
ineffective. The arbitration 
act was enacted with the 
purpose to settle the dis-
putes between the parties 
effectively and efficaciously 
but we have seen that time 
to time courts have some-
how, interfered in the arbi-
tral proceedings one such 
case where the court modi-
fied the order is Oriental 
Structural Engineers Pvt. 
Ltd. v. State of Kerala. In this 
the Supreme Court modi-
fied the Arbitral Award by 
stating that “We, however, 
are of the opinion that the 
rate at which interest has 
been directed to be paid as 
contained in paragraphs 1.6 
and 1.8 of the award, which 
we have reproduced above, 
are rather excessive. We, ac-
cordingly, set aside the judg-
ment of the Division Bench 
of the High Court of Kerala 
impugned in this Appeal.”

Concluding Remarks:-
The authors are of the 

opinion that to become the 
Arbitration Hub India has to 
work a lot in that direction. 
In the light of the discussion 
on the issue done above it is 
clearly evident that the Arbi-
tration proceedings in India 
suffers from the vice of judi-
cial intervention. The recent 
judgment laid down by the 
Apex Court in Mutha Con-
struction vs. Strategic Brand 
Solutions (I) Pvt. Ltd. is the 
clear example of judicial 
intervention in arbitration 
proceedings. The purpose 
of the Act is to dispose of the 
cases in speedy manner but 
remanding back the case for 
fresh arbitration means that 
the entire proceedings will 
commence again and will 
last long meaning thereby, 
the parties in arbitration 
will be heard again and will 
go through the whole pro-
cess once again which clear-
ly is not what the legislative 
intent behind the enactment 
of the Act. A judge before 
addressing the matter and 
before deciding any point of 
law under any special legis-
lation should first apply its 
judicial mind and consider 
the legislative intent behind 
any legislation. Therefore, 
there are already many ob-
stacles which come in the 
effective implementation of 
the Act so, rather than in-
terfering in the arbitration 
proceedings the judiciary 
should work in the direction 
of proper implementation of 
the Act.

ANALYSIS

Section 34(4) of the Arbitration Act: An analysis 
on Judicial Interference by the Indian Courts

Russian President Vladimir Putin has given a message to the world by praising Prime Minister Narendra Modi

There is no doubt that India is in a very strong position on the world stage. No country can ignore 
India. Indisputably, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given a new dimension to this power 
of India with his diplomacy and perseverance. That’s why even Putin is praising him too!
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Former Pakistani Prime 
Minister Imran Khan 
has written a letter to 
the country’s President 
Arif Alvi, asking him to 
act against the “abuse of 
power and violations of 
laws and Constitution.” 
This letter came in 
the wake of the as-
sassination attempt 
on Imran Khan’s life 
shot during his long 
march in Punjab Prov-
ince’s Wazirabad on 
Thursday. He has since 
held both the coali-
tion government and 
military establishment 
responsible for the attack. “No person or State institu-
tion can be above the law of the land. We have been seeing 
a massive abuse of citizens at the hands of rogue elements 
within State organisations, including custodial torture 
and abductions all carried out with impunity. You hold 
the highest Office of State and I am requesting you to act 
now to stop the abuse of power and violations of our laws 
and of the Constitution, which ensures the fundamen-
tal rights of every citizen,” Khan wrote in a letter to Alvi. 
The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief appealed to 
Pakistan’s President to take note of the serious wrong-
doings that undermine the country’s national secu-
rity and to institute an inquiry to identify the guilty. 
Referring to the last month’s joint press conference by the Pak 
spymaster and the head of Pakistan military’s media wing, 
he asked, “how the head of Pakistan’s premier Intelligence 
Agency can do a public press conference; ii) how can two 
military bureaucrats do a highly political press conference?” 
On Sunday, Imran Khan said the Punjab Police has 
refused to register an FIR against DG(C) ISI Ma-
jor General Faisal Naseer to probe the officer’s al-
leged involvement in the assassination attempt. 
In a press conference in Lahore, Imran Khan said, “Pun-
jab Police said they are ready to register FIR against 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Interior Minister Rana 
Sanaullah but not against DG (C) ISI Faisal Naseer.” 
I m r a n  K h a n  h e l d  t h e  t h r e e  m e n  a c c o u n t -
ab l e  f o r  t h e  at t ack  du r i n g  h i s  l o n g  m a r ch . 
“I fully believe these three have done this (attack) through 
a conspiracy. It’s my right [to register case]. I’m the leader 
of the biggest political party and ex-PM and if I can’t get his 
name in the FIR then I ask what [rights can be expected] for 
the nation and for the common man?”
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China is set to develop 
its AI and Big Data 
c ap ab i l i t i e s  a n d 

applications, which will 
strengthen the existing sur-
veillance network in Tibet. 
As per Tibet Rights Col-
lective (TRC), reports have 
suggested that a new centre 
for big data began opera-
tion in Lhasa. According to 
local media reports, it is 
the “first such centre at the 
regional level and a step to-
ward big data integration 
and application sharing”. 
Chinese Communist Party 
has claimed that this will 
help “to boost digital ser-
vices including govern-
ment affairs, economic 
development, social gov-
ernance, people’s liveli-
hoods, market supervision, 
finance, border prosper-
ity, ecological environment 
protection, emergency fire 
control and cultural tour-
ism,” as per the reports. 
In 2020, it declared that 

it is building the world’s 
highest-altitude cloud 
computing data centre in 
Tibet that “will meet the 
data storage needs of the 
country and South Asian 
nations like Nepal, Ban-
gladesh and Pakistan”. 
This comes after recent re-
ports about DNA collection 
by CCP in Tibet. 

Chinese authorities are 
significantly increasing po-
licing, including an arbitrary 
collection of DNA from resi-
dents in many towns and 
villages throughout the Tibet 

Autonomous Region (TAR), 
Human Rights Watch said 
in a report in September 
2022, as per the reports. 
These mass DNA collection 
drives appear to be taking 
place in all seven prefec-
tures or municipalities in 
the TAR, which covers the 
western part of the Tibetan 
plateau, observed HRW. 
According to another report 
published in September by 
The Citizen Lab of the Uni-
versity of Toronto, Chinese 
authorities may have collect-
ed roughly between 919,282 

and 1,206,962 DNA samples 
in areas of Tibet referred 
to by the Chinese govern-
ment as the Tibet Autono-
mous Region since 2016. 
The report found that Chi-
nese officers visited fields, 
monasteries, residential 
neighbourhoods, busi-
nesses, and even schools 
to collect “pin-prick blood 
samples” from Tibetans. 
According to Students 
For Free Tibet, the Chi-
nese government is build-
ing the world’s largest 
police-run DNA database 
with the help of key indus-
try partners in the West. 
The organisation also re-
cently launched a cam-
paign against the Chinese 
government’s aggressive 
DNA collection drive and 
Thermo Fisher’s involve-
ment in the programme. 
The objective is to let “Ther-
mo Fisher know that their 
provision of DNA profil-
ing technology to a heinous 
and dystopian data collec-
tion drive breaches the most 
fundamental human rights 

of the Tibetan people and 
must cease immediately”. 
China’s State Council In-
formation Office on Mon-
day also issued a white pa-
per titled “Jointly Build a 
Community with a Shared 
Future in Cyberspace”. 
“To build a community with 
a shared future in cyber-
space, we should hold to a 
vision of extensive consulta-
tion, joint contribution and 
shared benefits in global 
governance, and promote a 
multilateral, democratic and 
transparent international 
internet governance sys-
tem. We strive to realize the 
goals of innovation-driven 
development, security, or-
der, equality, respect, open-
ness, and shared interests 
in cyberspace, so that cyber-
space will be a community 
that benefits all of human-
ity,” the white paper said. 
In 2019, Nikkei Asia had 
reported on how the major 
Chinese tech players are ad-
vancing into the region, seiz-
ing on the chance to market 
their AI capabilities.

‘data storage needs’

China opens new Big data hUB in 
Lhasa to Boost sUrveiLLanCe
TDG NETWORK
LHASA

The Chinese surveillance centre in Lhasa.

Political mudslinging has 
begun in Pakistan after an 
assassination attempt was 
made on former prime min-
ister Imran Khan during a 
rally in the Punjab province. 
Imran Khan was shot at 
during his long march in 
Wazirabad on Thursday, 
leading to bullet injuries in 
his legs. 

After sustaining inju-
ries, he was shifted to a 
hospital for treatment. He 
has since held both the co-
alition government and 
military establishment re-
sponsible for the attack. 
Writing for Haaretz news-
paper, journalist Kunwar 
Khuldune Shahid said Paki-
stan’s most popular leaders 
have a long history of being 
unexpectedly eliminated 
from running in elections. 
“When they aren’t being 
ousted by the military, via 
coups or political skulldug-
gery, they have been killed 
- from the country’s first 
prime minister, Liaquat Ali 
Khan to Zulfikar Ali Bhut-
to to Benazir Bhutto,” he 
worte for Israeli newspaper. 
In a confessional video mak-
ing rounds of social media, 
after the assassination bid 
on the cricketer-turned-
politician, the suspect said, 
“He (Khan) was leading the 
people astray, and I couldn’t 
stand it... While the Azaan 
(call for prayer) was going 
on, they were creating noise 

on decks (woofers). My con-
science did not accept that.” 
“They (Khan’s government) 
accepted Israel. Accept-
ing Israel is not something 
a Muslim should do. Our 
Prophet said only a kafir 
can be friends with another 
kafir, and will also become 
kafir alongside them,” the 
shooter said, according 
to Haaretz, citing accep-
tance for Israel as the ra-
tionale for attacking Khan. 
This comes in the backdrop 
of the Pakistan delegation’s 
recent visit to Israel sparked 
a row after several ex-pats 
and a couple of citizens trav-
elled to Israel. 
The trip organiser told 
Dawn newspaper they had 
arranged special permis-
sion from the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (P TI). 
According to Pakistan-
based Kunwar Shahid, 
Khan has been an active 
peddler of much of what 
his attacker alleges moti-
vated his attempted assas-
sination and the instru-
mentalization of violence 
itself for political gain. 
“When a Pakistani group 
visited Israel in May, Khan 
regurgitated the same an-
tisemitic allegations that 
had been used against 
him, referencing the new 
government’s movement 
towards recognizing the 
Jewish state,” he added. 
Shahid said Khan is hardly 
the first Pakistani leader to 
endorse venomous narra-
tives for political gains.

newspaper artiCLe

‘imran mUrder Bid 
Linked to pakistan’s 
vioLent history’

Imran Khan

after gUn attaCk

Stop abuse of 
power, Imran tells 
Pak President 

5-memBer BenCh rULing

Pakistan SC directs Punjab police to register 
FIR in Imran Khan assassination attempt case

Pakistan’s Supreme Court 
on Monday directed the 
Punjab police chief  Faisal 
Shahkar to register FIR in 
the case of the assassination 
attempt on former Prime 
Minister Imran Khan. 
The plea was heard by a five-
member bench, headed by 
Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) 
Umar Ata Bandial and com-
prising Justice Ijazul Ahsan, 
Justice Muneeb Akhtar, Jus-
tice Yahya Afridi and Justice 
Mazahar Akbar Naqvi, heard 
the plea, Dawn reported on 
Monday. Imran Khan was 
shot during his long march 
in Wazirabad on Thursday, 
leading to bullet injuries in 
his legs. After sustaining in-
juries on his leg, he was shift-
ed to a hospital for treatment. 
Earlier on Monday, Im-
ran Khan wrote a letter 
to the country’s President 
Arif Alvi, asking him to 
act against the “abuse of 
power and violations of 

laws and Constitution.” 
“No person or State institu-
tion can be above the law of 
the land. We have been seeing 
a massive abuse of citizens at 

the hands of rogue elements 
within State organisations, 
including custodial torture 
and abductions all carried out 
with impunity. You hold the 

highest Office of State and I 
am requesting you to act now 
to stop the abuse of power 
and violations of our laws and 
of the Constitution, which 

ensures the fundamen-
tal rights of every citizen,” 
Khan wrote in a letter to Alvi. 
On Sunday, Imran Khan said 
the Punjab Police has refused 
to register an FIR against 
DG(C) ISI Major General 
Faisal Naseer to probe the 
officer’s alleged involvement 
in the assassination attempt. 
PTI Vice Chairman Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi on Mon-
day said that the PTI Haqeeqi 
Azadi march will resume on 
Thursday instead of Tues-
day as scheduled earlier. 
After being attacked, Im-
ran Khan, urged his fol-
lowers to continue protest-
ing against three people 
whom he accuses of plot-
ting an assassination plan. 
Meanwhile, the Pakistan mil-
itary said that the PTI chair’s 
claims are “unacceptable, un-
called for.”

Khan was leading PTI’s 
march towards Islamabad 
when he came under attack 
at Wazirabad. Thursday’s 
attack left one dead and 13 
injured.

2024 white hoUse raCe

Will make a very big announcement 
on 15 November, says Donald Trump

Former US President Donald 
Trump on Monday  said that he will 
be making a “very big announce-
ment” next week on November 15. 
This comes against the back-
drop of Trump’s expected jump 
into the race for the White House 
in 2024. “I’m going to be mak-
ing a very big announcement on 
Tuesday, November 15 at Mar a 
Lago in Palm Beach Florida,” he 
told a cheering crowd in Ohio. 
He teased a third presidential 
run while campaigning in Ohio 
ahead of the final day of voting 
in this year’s midterm elections. 
Trump is holding his final rally of 
the midterm season to bolster Sen-
ate candidate JD Vance. “We want 
nothing to detract from the impor-
tance of tomorrow,” said Trump. 
Trump has been increasingly ex-
plicit about his plans to launch a 
third presidential campaign, say-
ing in recent days that he would 
“very, very, very probably” run 

again and would be formalizing 
his intentions “very, very soon.” 
“I  will  probably have to do 
it again but stay tuned,” he 
said Sunday night in Miami. 
“Stay tuned to tomorrow night 
in the great state of  Ohio.” 
This comes as Trump on Thurs-
day opened a swing of four ral-
lies in the US state of Iowa. The 
rallies held by the ex-US presi-
dent come in the final five days 
of the midterm elections in Iowa. 
“In order to make our country 
successful and safe and glori-
ous, I will very, very, very prob-
ably do it again,” Trump said. 
“Very, very, very, probably.” The 
crowd erupted in applause and 
chants of “Trump! Trump! Trump!” 
“Get ready -- that’s all I’m telling 
you,” Trump said. “Very soon.” 
Senator Chuck Grassley, an Iowa 
Republican seeking an eighth 
consecutive six-year term joined 
Trump in the rally. Trump is cam-
paigning for the Republicans 
ahead of the midterms, but his 
name is not on the ballot this year 

as he inches closer to announc-
ing a third presidential campaign. 
Democrats currently control both 
House of Representatives and 
the Senate and losing any of both 
bodies to Republicans would sig-
nificantly decrease Democrats’ 
power in the next two years of 
President Joe Biden’s term. It will 
be decided by an Election day 
voting scheduled for Novem-
ber 8, according to the reports. 
In the five states with toss up Sen-

ate races, Trump has not held ral-
lies in two -- Georgia or Wisconsin 
-- since the primary season ended. 
The classification of “Toss Up” 
is used to refer to races that are 
the most competitive of the cycle, 
and which either party stands a 
reasonable chance of winning. 
Trump will visit just one of 
those toss up states, Pennsyl-
vania, in his final four rallies. 
Ahead of the US midterm elections, 
star campaigners for Democrats, 
including two former presidents 
and another former presidential 
candidate, have picked up the pace 
on the campaign trail, for key polls 
amid the record high inflation 
and slowing American economy. 
Former Presidents Barack Obama, 
Bill Clinton, and former Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton are cam-
paigning hard while President 
Joe Biden kept a light schedule. 
Federal offices that are up for elec-
tion during the midterms include 
all 435 seats in the US House of Rep-
resentatives and 33 or 34 of the 100 
seats in the US Senate. 

Donald Trump

top of the day

4.5 magnitUde 
earthqUake 
joLts nepaL
KATHMANDU: An earth-
quake of 4.5 magnitudes 
rocked Nepal in the early 
morning today, the Nation-
al Centre for Seismology 
(NCS) reported. According 
to NCS, the earthquake 
occurred 155km NE of 
Kathmandu, Nepal at a 
depth of 100 kilometres. 

“Earthquake of Magni-
tude:4.5, Occurred on 
08-11-2022, 04:37:27 IST, 
Lat: 28.57 & Long: 86.58, 
Depth: 100 Km, Location: 
155km NE of Kathmandu, 
Nepal,” tweeted NCS. 
Earlier on October 19, an 
earthquake of magnitude 
5.1 shook Kathmandu. As 
per NCS, the earthquake 
occurred 53 kilometres 
east of Kathmandu at 
around 2:52 pm. The depth 
of the earthquake was 10 
km below the ground. 
On July 31, another earth-
quake of magnitude 6.0 
took place 147 km ESE of 
Kathmandu, Nepal at 8.13 
am IST around Martim 
Birta of Khotang district, 
according to the National 
Earthquake Monitoring 
and Research Centre 
(NEMRC).

one pti worker 
injUred  
after getting  
eLeCtroCUted
ISLAMABAD: One Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaaf 
(PTI) worker was injured 
on Monday after he got 
electrocuted while climb-
ing an electricity pole 
on Rawalpindi’s Murree 
Road. 
An official said that the 
man has been identified 
as 23-year-old Zeenatul-
lah, and he fell straight to 
the ground after clinging 
to the pole’s heavy-duty 
wires. The PTI worker 
remained unconscious 
after the shock, which 
was followed by the ter-
rifying fall. The injured 
person was shifted to the 
hospital after the rescue 
officers reached the spot. 
Meanwhile, Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaaf has 
vowed to continue pro-
tests until FIR against the 
attack on former Pakistan 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan. Earlier on Monday, 
PTI Vice Chairman Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi said 
that the PTI Haqeeqi 
Azadi march will resume 
on Thursday instead of 
Tuesday as scheduled 
earlier. 

expLosion in 
phiLippines’ 
sULtan kUdarat 
kiLLs 1, hUrts 11
MANILA: An explosion 
in Tacurong City in the 
southern Philippine 
province of Sultan Kudarat 
on Sunday claimed one life 
and wounded 11 people. 
The explosion took place 
in an air-conditioned bus 
with dozens of passengers 
on board. The vehicle was 
owned and operated by 
Yellow Bus Line and came 
from Kidapawan City in 
North Cotabato province. 
The investigation of the 
attack is underway. No 
individual or group has 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack in Tacurong. 
According to reports, the 
improvised explosive went 
off at the engine bay of 
the bus and two drivers of 
motorcycle taxis behind 
the bus were injured in the 
explosion. Notably, the bus 
came from Tacurong City 
in the province of Sultan 
Kudarat.
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SHARM EL-SHEIKH: Pakistan Foreign 
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on Monday 
condemned the attack on the country’s 
former Prime Minister Imran Khan and 
called for an impartial investigation into 
the matter. 
While exclusively talking to the media , 
Zardari said that whatever one thinks of 
Imran Khan domestically, this is an attack 
on a former prime minister and should be 
impartially investigated. “I would like to 
reiterate my unequivocal condemnation 
of this attack. There must be a free, fair 
and impartial investigation. Whatever one 
thinks of Mr Khan domestically, but this is 
an attack on a former Prime Minister, an 
attack on anyone should be investigated in 
an impartial manner,” Zardari said. 
However, Zardari said that Imran Khan’s 
visit to Russia after it started aggression on 
Ukraine misrepresented Pakistan’s stand 

on the matter. 
“Regarding Mr Khan’s visit to Russia, we 
understand how it can be misinterpreted 
that Pakistan is taking sides. But, Pakistan 
across the political divide agreed that we 
want to stay neutral and don’t want to 
get dragged into yet another conflict,” he 
further added. 
Earlier, Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif gave the order for a judicial inquiry 
into the assassination attempt at the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) chief. 
Imran Khan was shot during his long 
march in Wazirabad on Thursday, leading 
to bullet injuries in his legs. After sustain-
ing injuries on his leg, he was shifted to a 
hospital for treatment. 
Khan was leading PTI’s march towards 
Islamabad when he came under attack at 
Wazirabad. Thursday’s attack left one dead 
and 13 injured, as per the reports.

pakistan foreign minister Zardari CaLLs for an 
impartiaL investigation into attaCk on imran
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US mid-term pollS

I’m open to the idea of 
voting Democrat again in 
future, says Elon Musk

A right-wing, religious parties coalition led by 
former Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
emerged as the winner in the Israeli elections 
held on November 1, the fifth such election 
in four years, controlling 64 seats in the 120, 
member Knesset (the Israeli Parliament). 
The coalition government to be formed a 
few weeks after Netanyahu is expected to be 
given the mandate by Israeli President Isaac 
Herzog to form a government, will comprise 
ultra-religious forces in the country that 
could exacerbate Israel’s problems in many 
areas. 

Netanyahu’s Likud party now has 32 
Members in the Knesset (MK), outgo-
ing Prime Minister Yair Lapid’s Yesh 
Atid party has 24 MKs and the Reli-
gious Zionist party has 14, becoming 
the third largest party in the Knesset. 
The election coalition cobbled together by Ne-
tanyahu, in addition to the Religious Zionist 
Party and its extremist, Otzma Yehudit fac-
tion (led by Itamar Ben-Gvir who often incites 
violence between Israelis and Palestinians) 
includes the ultra-Orthodox Shas party (11 
MK) and United Torah Judaism party (7 MK). 
Ben Gvir was convicted of incitement to rac-
ism, interfering with a police officer perform-
ing his duty, and support for a terrorist orga-
nization, the Meir Kahane’s Kach Movement. 

In May 2021, he was accused by the 
Police Commissioner of fanning the 
flames of violence between Jews and Ar-
abs in mixed cities such as Lod and Acre. 
What causes concern to many organiza-
tions and progressive people is that the Re-
ligious Zionism party openly asks for the 
imposition of religious law, for Israeli rule 
over the West Bank and the expulsion from 
Israel of “disloyal” Palestinian citizens. It 
provokes Muslims by calling for the demo-
lition of the al-Aqsa Mosque - which is one 
of the holiest places of Islam- and the con-
struction of a Jewish Temple in its place. 
Mansour Abbas,  the chairman of 

the Islamist Arab Ra’am party, has 
warned that  i f  Jews  are  permit-
ted to pray at the site, war will ensue. 
As Netanyahu has announced that the 
two-state solution has no place on his gov-
ernment’s agenda, Palestinians have lost 
their hope for a peaceful solution and fear 
that the government to be formed will 
be more aggressive and that tensions be-
tween Israelis and Arabs will escalate. 
All this is a recipe for a violent conflict be-
tween Israelis- mainly the settlers and ex-
tremists- and Palestinians and Arabs citi-
zens of the state of Israel and will possibly 
mark the beginning of a new “intifada”. It 
may also hinder the normalization and im-
provement of relations between the state of 
Israel and the Gulf monarchies, which was 
achieved through the Abraham accords. 
Netanyahu, who was the longest-serving 
Prime Minister in Israel’s history, will cer-
tainly have a very hard time in reaching 
an agreement with the other coalition par-
ties on the distribution of ministerial posts, 
where the various parties demand specific 
portfolios to implement their own policies. 
Ben-Gvir said he wants to be the minister 
of internal security, to be in charge of the Is-
raeli police and policies around Jerusalem’s 
holy sites. 

His political partner, Bezalel Smotrich, 
said he wants the defence minis-
try, which also oversees Israeli policy 
in the occupied West Bank and Gaza 
and approves settlement building. 
Netanyahu is expected to try to convince 
them to take other ministerial posts, to 
avoid a conflict with the US administration 
and powerful Jewish associations in the US. 
According to press reports, US Senator 
Bob Menendez, Chairman of the power-
ful Foreign Relations Committee and a 
well-known supporter of Israel told Netan-
yahu in no uncertain terms that forming a 
government with extremists like Ben Gvir 
could “seriously erode bipartisan support in 
Washington.”

recipe for conflict

netanyahU won iSraeli pollS, 
bUt hiS coalition partnerS 
can create problemS

Former Afghan President Hamid Karzai attacked 
Pakistan for ‘mistreating’ the Afghan refugees 
who crossed the border after the Taliban took over 
the country, according to the reports on Monday. 
Karzai expressed his concerns over the mistreatment 
of the refugees by the Pakistan government. He also 
urged the Pakistan administration to treat the refu-
gees as per international laws and human rights val-
ues. Karzai also asked the United Nations and human 
rights organisations to monitor the situation and pro-
vide the Afghan refugees with better-living conditions. 
As per media reports over 1100 Afghan refugees includ-
ing women and children have been arrested and impris-
oned in the Sindh state of Pakistan, Hamid Karzai tweeted. 
Khaama Press, citing its monitoring desk, said that thousands 
of Afghans cross Turkham and Spin Boldak borders daily 

and most do so without holding valid entry permits and visas. 
The Afghan immigrants in Pakistan do not hold any legal 
status as the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
has not yet launched the process of registering the immigrants. 
One of the main reasons behind the rising num-
ber of Afghan immigrants in Pakistan is the politi-
cal instability and economic crisis in Afghanistan. 
Earlier on Sunday, Former Afghan President Hamid Kar-
zai’s brother, Mahmood Karzai, a key Afghan business-
man was detained by the Taliban at the Kabul airport. 
The former minister of Urban Development and Land, 
Mahmood Karzai, has been prohibited from travelling 
abroad due to legal issues, a spokesman for the Taliban said. 
Hamid Karzai and Abdullah Abdullah are the two 
high-level politicians who remained in Afghanistan 
even after the Taliban took control of Afghanistan. 
Former President Hamid Karzai has been criticizing the Tali-
ban government regarding curbing women’s rights and has 
been demanding the Taliban form an ‘inclusive’ government.

British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak was abruptly rushed out 
of the COP27 event on Monday, leaving dozens of audience 
members baffled at the strange turn of events.

“UK prime minister @RishiSunak has just been rushed out 
of the room by his aides during the middle of the launch for 
forests partnership at #COP27,” Leo Hickman, Director of 
UK-based Carbon Brief, said in a tweet. According to Hick-
man who posted a video of the incident, Sunak was on stage 
for a climate change event when his aides interrupted him. In 
quick succession two of his aides came and persuaded Sunak 
to leave the event.

“About 2 mins before he left, an aide came onto stage and 
was whispering in his ear for more than a minute...there was 
a discussion going on about, it seems, whether to leave at that 
moment. Sunak stayed but another aide made decision to go 
back to him and urge him to leave,” he added.

Though Sunak abruptly left the COP27 event, it is unclear 
what information Sunak received from his aides.

The United Nations Climate Change Conference, commonly 
referred to as Conference of the Parties of the UNFCCC, or 
COP27, opened in the Egyptian resort town of Sharm el-
Sheikh on Sunday.The first non-white British Prime Minister 
reached Sharm El-Sheikh after making a U-turn on attending 
the key climate meet in Egypt. In an earlier release, Down-
ing Street said Sunak will urge countries to deliver on the 
Glasgow Climate Pact and set out his intention to make the 
UK a clean energy superpower during the climate summit.

The UK has already cut carbon emissions faster than any 
other G7 country, with renewable sources like wind and solar 
now making up more than 40 percent of our energy supply 
- a four-fold increase on a decade ago.

As the UK hands over the presidency to Egypt, Rishi Su-
nak will urge leaders gathering in Sharm el-Sheikh not to 
backslide on the promise of COP26, where countries came 
together to sign the landmark Glasgow Climate Pact.

Sunak is slated to hold meetings with fellow world lead-
ers to discuss new partnerships on energy security, green 
technology and environmental protection, and is expected 
to announce further funding for conservation in threatened 
tropical rainforests and support for countries on the frontline 
of climate change. 
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agencieS call for global action to 
prevent famine in horn of africa

Pakistan military’s stranglehold over politics 
loosens, anti-army sentiments simmer
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Global solidarity is 
urgently needed 
to help vulnerable 

communities in the Horn 
of Africa survive a rapidly 
unfolding humanitarian 
catastrophe, driven by the 
longest and most severe 
drought in recent history 
that is expected to continue 
well into 2023, according to 
a joint statement by WHO 
and several UN and other 
international agencies. 
The statement being put out 
on Monday said humanitar-
ian and development actors 
must urgently prepare for 
the continuation of life-sav-
ing assistance in response to 
extremely high humanitar-
ian needs through to next 
year. “The Ethiopia, Kenya, 
and Somalia drought re-
sponse plans are only 50 per 
cent funded despite escalat-

ing needs, severely limit-
ing humanitarian agencies’ 
capacities to respond. More 
funds are required immedi-
ately to save lives before it is 
too late,” the statement said. 
Already, 20.9 million people 
are highly food insecure due 
to the two-year drought, in-
cluding 3.4 million people 
in Emergency in Kenya and 
Somalia and 300,560 people 
in catastrophe in Somalia. 
In southern Ethiopia, IPC-
compatible analyses show 
widespread Emergency 
area classifications and in-
dicate that there are likely 

households in catastrophe. 
In Somalia, parts of the 
Bay region are projected to 
face famine while several 
other central and southern 
areas face a “Risk of Fam-
ine” by the end of the year. 
“Significant increases in 
severe acute malnutrition 
admissions to nutrition 
treatment programmes 
have been observed across 
the region. Overall, 7.46 mil-
lion children under the age 
of five are estimated to face 
acute malnutrition, includ-
ing 1.85 million facing its se-
vere form. Increases in child 

deaths have also been ob-
served. For example, the re-
cent Somalia Post-Gu assess-
ment found under-five death 
rates exceeding 2/10,000/
day amongst four sur-
veyed population groups.” 
The  statement  added 
about 23.75 million peo-
ple  f ace  dai ly  house-
hold water insecurity. 
This increases their vulner-
ability to water-borne dis-
eases, and forces women and 
children to travel long dis-
tances to fetch water, expos-
ing them to heightened risks 
of violence and exploitation. 
The drought impacts on 
health risks are also signifi-
cant, and multiple ongoing 
disease outbreaks, includ-
ing measles and cholera, 
for which health outcomes 
are worse when combined 
with malnutrition, are ma-
jor public health concerns. 
Facing severely limited 
access to food, water, and 

other resources, 1.77 mil-
lion people have fled their 
homes, becoming inter-
nally displaced, and over 
40,000 have sought refuge 
in neighbouring countries 
since the start of 2022. 
“The situation is deterio-
rating due to the poor start 
of the October - December 
rains, particularly in Kenya 
and southern Somalia. From 
1 October to 15 November, 
these areas are expected to 
receive rainfall totals that 
are less than 60 per cent of 
average, with some worst-
affected areas, particularly 
in Kenya, experiencing the 
poorest start of the season 
on record. Worryingly, there 
is a broad consensus across 
meteorological agencies that 
the probability of continued 
below-average rains through 
the remainder of the season 
is high, resulting in an un-
precedented fifth consecu-
tive poor season,” it added. 

Regardless of next year’s 
rainfall performance, re-
covery from a drought of 
this magnitude will take 
years,  with extremely 
high humanitarian needs 
set to persist and even 
increase in 2023, it said. 
Recalling the 2011 drought 
where 260,000 people had 
died in Somalia with the ma-
jority of deaths occurring be-
fore a Famine was declared, 
the statement said the world 
should not allow a repeat 
of what occurred in 2011. 
“Given rising death rates in 
many areas, the size of the 
affected population, and the 
likely duration of the crisis, 
the cumulative levels of ex-
cess mortality could become 
as high as in 2011. We can-
not-and must not-wait for a 
Famine (IPC Phase 5) to be 
declared, or for additional 
rainy seasons to fail, to act,” 
the statement said in conclu-
sion.

The ouster of Pakistan’s Prime 
Minister Imran Khan has led to an 
unprecedented backlash against 
the country’s all-powerful military 
establishment. People have ex-
pressed anti-army sentiments af-
ter Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Chief Imran Khan accused the 
military of planning his downfall 
along with the United States. In ral-
lies held across Pakistan, protest-
ers have raised slogans in support 

of Khan and against the military. 
One of the slogans raised by pro-
testers is “Anyone who is friends 
with America is a traitor” trans-
lated from “Amreeka ka jo yaar hai 
gadaar hai,” New Lines Magazine 
reported. It is pertinent to note 
here that Imran Khan became the 
first Prime Minister in Pakistan’s 
history to be ousted from power 
after losing a no-confidence vote. 
Presently, anti-army sentiments 
are highly visible in Pakistan. 
People continue to voice their 
opinion against the military on 

social media despite accounts be-
ing suspended and arrests being 
made of people accused of plan-
ning anti-army campaigns on the 
internet. After Pakistan army chief 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa trav-
eled to the United States in October, 
hashtags like BajwaHasToGo and 
BajwaTraitor trended on social 
media, accusing General Bajwa of 
following US orders in Pakistan. 
Speaking at a press conference, 
“spymaster” Lt. Gen. Nadeem An-
jum sitting alongside Lt. Gen. Babar 
Iftikhar said that the army and se-

curity agencies were not traitors. 
Speaking on air, Gill said that senior 
army officers should ignore their 
military leaders if they have been 
directed to do anything against the 
interests of the people. The PEM-
RA said that statements made by 
Gill have been “tantamount to in-
citing the rank and file of armed 
forces towards revolt,” as per 
the New Lines Magazine report. 
Shahbaz Gill was later detained 
in Islamabad and Pakistan’s inte-
rior minister Rana Sanaullah in-
formed that Gill was arrested on 

charges of sedition and abetting 
mutiny.  Senior anchor Arshad 
Sharif who interviewed Gill was 
also charged with sedition for ped-
dling an anti-state narrative. Sharif 
was shot dead by local police in Ke-
nya on October 23. Kenyan Police 
claimed that Sharif’s killing was a 
case of mistaken identity. However, 
many in Kenya and Pakistan raised 
doubts over reports of the death 
of a senior journalist, with some 
activists claiming that it was a hit 
job. The incident further fueled the 
anti-army sentiment in Pakistan.
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Within hours of announc-
ing his support for the Re-
publican Congress ahead of 
the US mid-term elections, 
Twitter CEO Elon Musk on 
Monday said that he is open 
to the idea of voting Demo-
crat again in the future. 
“To be clear, my historical 
party affiliation has been 
Independent, with an ac-
tual voting history of en-
tirely Democrat until this 
year,” he tweeted. He fur-
ther tweeted saying that he 
is open to the idea of voting 
Democrat again in the future. 
“And I’m open to the idea of 
voting Democrat again in the 
future,” he tweeted further. 
Earlier on Monday, Twitter 
CEO Elon Musk announced 
his support for the Republi-
can Congress out in the open 
and recommended the voters 
cast their ballot for the same. 
Taking to Twitter, Musk made 
the declaration and said that it 
is best for there to be two po-
litical parties in power, point-
ing out at Joe Biden who holds 
the position in the White 
House for the Democrats. 
“To independent-minded 
voters: Shared power curbs 
the worst excesses of both 
parties, therefore I recom-
mend voting for a Republi-
can Congress, given that the 
Presidency is Democratic,” 
Musk tweeted on Monday. 
“Hardcore Democrats or 
Republicans never vote 
for the other side, so in-

dependent voters are the 
ones who actually decide 
who’s in charge!” he added. 
Notably,  Musk vowed 
to vote Republican in 
May earlier this year. 
The US is gearing up for 
the mid-term elections 
which are slated to take 
place in less than a week. 
Republicans are expected to 
take the House of Represen-
tatives on Tuesday, though 
control over the Senate is a 
toss-up, Fox News reported 
citing the polls.US Midterm 
elections are the general 
elections that are held near 
the midpoint of a president’s 
four-year term of office. 
Federal offices that are up 
for election during the mid-
terms include all 435 seats 
in the US House of Repre-
sentatives and 33 or 34 of the 
100 seats in the US Senate. 
Meanwhile, Elon Musk’s 
endorsement for Republi-
cans comes a week after he 
took over Twitter and began 
making massive changes to 

the micro-blogging platform. 
After closing the expected 
Twitter in the last week 
of October, the Tesla CEO 
purged the top executives 
of the company as a result 
of which Twitter CEO Parag 
Agrawal and finance chief 
Ned Segal left the company’s 
San Francisco headquarters. 
Moreover, Musk’s deci-
sion of  implementing 
the blue tick fee also did 
not go well with many. 
Apart from the “blue tick fee”, 
Musk has also been receiving 
a lot of hate on Twitter for lay-
ing off employees. Defending 
his decision to fire employees, 
Musk said that it was needed 
as Twitter was losing more 
than USD 4 million per day. 
“Regarding Twitter’s reduc-
tion in force, unfortunately, 
there is no choice when the 
company is losing over USD 
4M/day. Everyone exited 
was offered 3 months of sev-
erance, which is 50% more 
than legally required,” Musk 
tweeted.

More funds are required to save lives before it is too late.

Hamid karzai urged the Pakistan administration to treat the 
refugees as per international laws and human rights values.

elon Musk’s remarks came within hours of announcing his 
support for the republicans ahead of the US mid-term polls.
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Artists from 
Kerala perform 
‘Kalaripayattu’ 
(Indian martial 

art) during 
a cultural 

programme 
organised 

by the 
Department 
of Tourism, 

Kerala, at The 
Club Mumbai, 

DN Nagar, 
Andheri West, 
in Mumbai on 

Tuesday.

INDIAN MARTIAL ART

#LunarEcLipsE

ExcitEd nEtizEns sharE picturEs 
of Last Lunar EcLipsE of thE yEar  
The world witnessed the last lunar eclipse of the year. 
While some refrained from looking at the moon due 
to rituals and customs, there were many who look the 
opportunity to click a picture of the astronomical marvel 
and share their excitement. 

One of the users expressed, “the moon is beautiful, 
isn’t it ?”

Second user said, “Stop looking at Twitter right now, 
and go look at the moon.”

Third user said,” The air was chilly outside, i ran to my 
terrace to somehow get a good glimpse of the eclipse. 
Here it is Ta-da!”

At full moon, when the moon is close to a node, total 
lunar eclipses take place because the earth blocks the 
sun's rays from reaching the moon.  The eclipse was a 
bit brighter than the one that occurred in May since the 
Moon doesn't glide as close to the dark center of Earth's 
shadow.

There’s no 
doubt that in any 
future conflict 
anywhere in the 
globe, air power 
will play a very 
vital and critical 
role in deciding 
the outcomes of 
the conflict.

— V.R. ChaudhaRi

BRAIN-PICKING 

Indian Air Force chief Air Chief Marshal 
on conflicts in the future.
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A large number of 
p e o p l e  i n  O d i-
sha took part in the 

yearly ritual of Boita Ban-
dana, a boat festival, and 
set afloat miniature boats to 
mark the day. The festival 
is a commemoration of the 
maritime glory of the state 
and is observed every year 
on Kartik Purnima.

Kartik Purnima is also 
known as the “Boita Ban-
dana” or “boat festival” in 
the state of Odisha. Men, 
women, and children cel-
ebrate the festival by setting 
afloat miniature boats to 
mark the occasion.

It is a tradition that has 
been followed for many 
years. People come early 
in the morning of Kartik 
Purnima to water bodies to 
set afloat boats, traditionally 
made up of banana stems 

and banyan leaves; in urban 
areas, they’re made of pa-
per. These boats are floated 
along with lighted lamps, 
betel leaves, flowers, milk, 
cracker fruits, and coins to 
mark a thousand-year-old 
boat festival. It is believed 
that our ancestors used to 

take boats to Indonesia to 
bring items for the state. 
Along with it, people also 
perform religious rituals to 
take a holy dip.

 The last five days of the 
auspicious month of Kar-
tika are called Panchuka of 
which the last day is known 

as Kartik Purnima. It is con-
sidered a significant day to 
celebrate the maritime glory 
of Odisha.

Many devotees also be-
lieve that tradition is meant 
to offer prayers to their an-
cestors and seek their bless-
ings.

MINIATuRe BOATS SeT AfLOAT 
AS PART Of TRADITION 

women set afloat miniature boats to mark Boita Bandana in odisha. 

Donkey fair in Ujjain. 

Prapul and Prajwal. 

‘Agripreneurship’ is now a buzzword in J&K

Low-frequency bass can 
fire up the dance floor

RefORMATION 

With reformations in the ag-
riculture and allied sectors, 
‹Agripreneurship› has been 
the buzzword for Jammu 
and Kashmir since the be-
ginning of the year. Accord-
ing to a report, Jammu and 
Kashmir stands among the 
country›s top five states and 
union territories in income 
generation through agricul-
ture.

Over the past two years, 
the J-K administration has 
focused on the scientific im-
provement of farming sys-
tems and creating market-
oriented policies to make 
agriculture profitable.

The easy credit system, 
subsidised quality seeds, free 
seminars and workshops 
on scientific agriculture and 
marketing of agricultural 
produce, and assistance in 
selling the final product are 
a few of the ways the govern-
ment is boosting the farming 
culture of UT.

«The results have been 
so overwhelming that 
youngsters have opted out 
of well-paying private and 
government jobs to join 
their parents on the farm. 
With the stabilised atmo-
sphere, the business has 
been smooth and the profit 
trajectory is high, except for 
a few weather glitches that 
are outside human control,» 

the report stated.
Mushroom cultivation is 

the latest farming activity 
that is gaining momentum in 
the region. Under the watch 
of Rashtriya Krishi Vikas 
Yojna, a National Agricul-
ture Development Program, 

mushroom growing is gain-
ing popularity because of 
the low effort and perfect 
climatic conditions that are 
required for its cultivation. 
The mushroom growers are 
supplied with 50 percent 
subsidised quality seeds, 

technical knowledge, and 
training.

According to the report, it 
requires little maintenance, 
so it is perfect for small 
families and homemaking 
women who are looking to 
earn some extra cash.

Forest dwellers in the Jam-
mu Shivalik region are being 
trained in mushroom collec-
tion, processing, and grow-
ing techniques, along with 
knowledge of market access. 
The idea is an equitable dis-
tribution of knowledge and 
opportunity to uplift people 
across all regions and social 
classes, giving them a chance 
to do better financially.

The Department of Agri-
culture has created youth 

groups that will assist 
farmers with their market-
ing needs, such as packag-
ing and labelling, building 
family brands, setting up 
websites, handling orders, 
acquiring the export licence 
and submitting documents, 
AI, agriculture mechaniza-
tion, processing, segregat-
ing waste for other industrial 
uses, etc.

"The Krishi Vigyan Kend-
ras, along with agricultural 
universities, have trans-
formed the scenery in J&K. 
These institutes are always 
on the go, creating new tech-
nologies and experiment-
ing with the best methods 
of production," the report 
stated.

TDG NeTwork
SrINAgAr  

HAve yOu eveR vISITeD A 
TRADITIONAL ‘DONKey fAIR’?

BROTHeRS fROM KARNATAKA SAve TwO BLOOD CANCeR PATIeNTS

TRADe 

ROLe MODeL eveNT 

A traditional ‘Donkey Fair’ 
has been organised on the 
banks of Shipra river in 
Madhya Pradesh’s Ujjain 
district. 

This fair is organised every 
year from Ekadashi to Purn-
ima (full moon night) in the 
Kartik month of the Hindu 
calendar.

Donkeys and mules from 
several regions across the 
country have been brought 
here and traders across the 
nation have also gathered 
here to buy the animals from 
the fair. The animals are co-

loured before participating 
in the fair and are also given 
a name which is written on 
their body.

Apart from donkey and 
mule traders, horse traders 
in large numbers are also 
participating in the fair this 
year. They have brought 
different species of horses 
to the fair.

A local trader Bablu Pra-
japati said, “It is my tradi-
tional business. We buy 
donkeys and mules from 
different places and sale 
them here in Ujjain. A few 
donkeys have been sold out 
and a few are left whose deal 
is in process”.

TDG NeTwork
ujjAIN

TDG NeTwork
BENgAluru           

TDG NeTwork
WASHINgTON

fIve uNuSuAL AND uNIque 
feSTIvALS IN THe wORLD
Some annual festivals are the result of cultural or 
religious significance, while others are the result of 
commercial initiatives or boredom. But these five 
unusual and unique festivals around the world may 
leave you puzzled.

LA TOMATINA, SPAIN
Every year on the final Wednesday of August in 
the Spanish town of Bunol, close to Valencia, 
there is a festival known as la Tomatina that 

features food fights. The “World’s Biggest Food Fight,” 
in which more than 100 metric tonnes of overripe to-
matoes are thrown in the streets, attracts tens of thou-
sands of participants from all over the world.

BABy juMPING feSTIvAL, SPAIN
In a baptismal rite known as the “Baby jump-
ing Festival,” babies who were born within 
the previous year are cleansed of their sins. 

The religious practise was first enacted in the early 
1600s. Men terrorising the crowd in traditional “devil-
ish” garb then sprinting down the street and jumping 
over the babies meticulously laid out on cushions.

MONKey BuffeT feSTIvAL, THAILAND
This is a buffet for monkeys, so stop think-
ing about how a monkey could taste. Every 
November, the 2,000–3,000 native monkeys 

in lopburi Province, which is located north of Bang-
kok, are given a feast consisting of 4,000 kg of fruits, 
vegetables, cakes, and chocolates. Youths costumed 
as monkeys conduct dances after the monkeys receive 
their treat. 

BORyeONG MuD feSTIvAL, SOuTH KOReA
Shark tourism is essentially a subset of eco-
tourism, another form of travel. Whatever is 
offered in these tourist experiences is tied 

to the great white shark (and other less dangerous 
sharks), which appeals to all of these folks who love 
sharks and their bleeding jaws. 

wATeR GuN feSTIvAL, SOuTH KOReA
The festival, which started as a way to beat 
the heat, has grown to become one of South 
Korea’s most well-liked summer festivals. 

Participants get to participate in a variety of water fight 
games as well as witness a variety of unique events, 
such as power-packed music concerts, street dancing, 
and much more.

— SNoBAr 

La Tomatina

Prapul (21) and Prajwal (24), 
siblings from Bengaluru, 
helped save the lives of two 
blood cancer patients.

T h e  b r o t h e r s  w e r e 
matched to two different 
genetic twins within a brief 
time after their registra-
tion as potential blood stem 
cell donors with the DKMS 
BMST Foundation India.

Prapul says, “As a dental 
student, I am aware of the 
challenges that patients with 
blood cancer and other blood 
disorders face.” A stem cell 
transplant is the only chance 
at survival for most of these 
patients. I registered as a 
donor at one of the registra-
tion events organised by the 
DKMS-BMST Foundation 

India in my college. Regis-
tration is a simple process 
wherein you only have to 
give a cheek swab sample 
and fill out a consent form. 
Within a year of my registra-
tion, I got the opportunity to 
donate my stem cells. It has 
been a great feeling knowing 
that I helped someone get a 
second chance at life.

Prapul is a BDS student 
who registered in 2019, and 
he got the opportunity to do-
nate in 2021. 

Prajwal, the elder sibling, 
got inspired by his younger 
brother and decided to reg-
ister in 2021 and donate in 
2022.

Their parents and family 
were incredibly supportive, 
and they have become role 
models in their extended 
family and local community. 

The brothers are actively 
encouraging other people to 
register as potential donors.

Prajwal says, “After Prapul 
donated his stem cells, I no-
ticed a profound sense of 
pride and fulfilment in him.” 
It gave me the confidence 
and motivation to register 
as a donor. After I got the 

chance to donate, I could 
also feel the same as Prapul. 
It is a great feeling; I cannot 
express it in words. Both of 
us are now actively encour-
aging our friends and family 
to register as potential blood 
stem cell donors.

In India, the percentage 
of people who know about 
blood stem cell transplant as 
a lifesaving treatment mo-
dality is abysmal. 

When a patient needs a 
stem cell transplant, their 
odds of finding a match are 
higher among people of sim-
ilar ethnicity. 

For Indian patients, having 
a large donor registry com-
prised of people of Indian de-
scent will ensure that more 
people who can benefit from 
this treatment modality can 
find genetic matches.

Researchers turned a live electronic music event into a lab 
study to learn how different aspects of music affect the body. 
Scientists discovered that individuals danced 11.8% more 
when very low-frequency bass was present. The study ap-
peared in the journal Current Biology.

“I’m trained as a drummer, and most of my research career 
has been focused on the rhythmic aspects of music and how 
they make us move,” says first author Daniel Cameron, a neu-
roscientist from McMaster University. 

“Music is a biological curiosity--it doesn’t reproduce us, it 
doesn’t feed us, and it doesn’t shelter us, so why do humans 
like it and why do they like to move to it?”



Whenever we hear 
the word ‘BOHO’, 
the first image 

that comes into our minds is 
careless and undone. But that 
would not be the entire truth. 
Though it looks effortless at 
the face of it, there is definitely 
a well-thought-out effort that 
has to be given to achieve this 
carefully careless décor narra-
tive. There is a lot of backstory 
that most are not aware of.

‘Bohemianism’ today is syn-
onymous to a projection of a 
free-spirited, norm-defying, 
creative design look. From 
the design perspective, this 
started as a need to break 
away from the bourgeois ex-
pectations in early nineteenth 
century France when artists 
began moving into gypsy ar-
eas of Paris. It was that time 
and era when the vibe was to 
pursue a creative life and other 
beautiful art forms rather than 

be in awe of wealth.
Bohemian style today is syn-

onymous to an eclectic style 
that is as aesthetic, replete 
with artistic sensibilities, and 
is deep rooted in cultural mix-
ing. It is about getting the right 
mix.

Here are some tips to achieve 
the Bohemian style:

COLOURS AND 
PATTERNS
Bohemian vibe is about 
bold colours and patterns. 
It tilts heavily on earthy 
tones: greys, blacks, browns, 
greens, and metallics too.

BE BOLD 
It is about not shying away 
from layering and playing 
with patterns and art. This 
style gets inspiration from 
Europe, Africa, and Asia 
with a generous use of tex-
tures, art, and textiles.

MORE IS FINE 
Bohemian contains plenty of 
items that have some sort of 
value to us and tells a story. 
Light fittings, art, books, 
sculptures, pillows, lamps—
anything is fair game in this 
theme.

 ‘BOHO’ literally means 
breaking rules. If you're fol-
lowing a formula to achieve 
a bohemian design, you're 

probably not on the right path. 
In this design theme, every-
thing does have a place and a 
purpose, but not with a rigid 
definiteness. 

Sanjukta Nandy is an author, 
architect and interior designer 
who lives in Mumbai. She is a 
regular design critic and fea-
ture writer for lifestyle maga-
zines and has recently authored 
the book KHANtastic: The 
Untold Story of Bollywood's 
Trio, published by Rupa Pub-
lications. She is on Instagram  
at @sanjukta_nandy

HERE'S EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO 
KNOW ABOUT BOHEMIAN DESIGNS

HOME DECOR

There are times when ev-
eryone feels a bit lost, when 
the spark that once drove 
them to success seems to 
be gone. In these moments, 
it’s important to remember 
that everyone goes through 
this, and that it’s perfectly 
normal to feel a lack of moti-
vation every once in a while. 
However, just because it’s 
normal doesn’t mean you 
have to accept it. Here are 
a few things to remember 
when you’ve lost your mo-
tivation:

FIND YOUR 'WHY?'
When you’re feeling un-
motivated, it can be helpful 
to take a step back and ask 
yourself why you’re doing 
what you’re doing. What is 
your motivation for want-
ing to achieve this goal? 
Why is it important to you? 
Once you have a better un-
derstanding of your mo-
tivation, you can work on 
finding ways to reconnect 
with it.

MAKE A PLAN
If you don’t have a plan, it 
can be tough to stay mo-
tivated. When you have a 
plan, you know what you 
need to do and have a goal 
to work towards. Make a list 
of the steps you need to take 
to reach your goal, and then 
work on breaking those 
steps down into smaller, 
more manageable tasks.

SET DEADLINES
If you’re struggling to stay 
motivated, it can help to set 
deadlines for yourself. Hav-

ing a timeline for your goal 
will help you stay focused 
and motivated.

FIND  SUPPORT GROUP
If you’re struggling to stay 
motivated, it can be helpful 
to find a support group of 
people who are also work-
ing towards the same goal. 
Surrounding yourself with 
people who share your en-
thusiasm and motivation 
can be a great way to stay on 
track.

REWARD YOURSELF
When you accomplish a 
task or reach a milestone, 
reward yourself with some-
thing that will help you 
stay motivated. Maybe you 
could treat yourself to a 
new book, a day at the spa, 
or a night out with your 
friends. Rewarding your-

self for your hard work will 
help you to stay motivated 
and continue to push for-
ward.

TRY TO RECONNECT 
When you were younger, 
you probably had dreams 
of what you wanted to be 
when you grew up. You 
may have wanted to be an 
astronaut, a doctor, or a 
professional athlete. But as 
you got older, you realised 
that these dreams may 
not be achievable, and you 
changed your aspirations. 
You may now want to be a 
teacher, a nurse, or a busi-
ness owner. But what hap-
pened to those dreams you 
had when you were young-
er? Why did you give them 
up?
There are a number of rea-
sons why people give up 

their dreams. They may 
think that their dreams are 
impossible, or they may not 
have the necessary skills 
to achieve them. They may 
also think that they are not 
good enough to achieve 
their dreams, or that they 
are not worth dreaming 
about.
But it is important to re-
member that everyone has 
the potential to achieve 
their dreams. All you need 
is the right attitude and the 
willingness to work hard to 
achieve them. You may not 
achieve your dreams imme-
diately, but with hard work 
and dedication, you can 
achieve anything you set 
your mind to.So don’t give 
up on your dreams. Pursue 
them with passion and de-
termination, and you will 
be successful.

Things to remember when 
you've lost motivation

Here's how you can overcome 
financial stress in relationships

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 
JOINT VENTURE 

When you’re feeling unmotivated, it can be helpful to 
ask yourself why you’re doing what you’re doing.

SANJUKTA NANDY

MOHAMMED MACHRAOUI

The dining space of this lovely south Mumbai home has a solid wood and marble dining table that 
sits near the entrance of the house. A distressed white dinner console stands starkly against a 
black wall that frames cane wall hangings. 
@designstudio.ak Photo credits: @phxindia @aaditya_phxindia

Funky and bold, this den has a thematic play of wallpapers, distressed panelled walls, hardwood 
flooring, black furniture and quirky, bold art that make this a zesty, multifaceted space. Be it a 
casual after-party, a movie night, or study, this space is versatile enough to handle different 
demands. @designstudio.ak Photo credits: @phxindia 

Colour, layering and accessories carry forth the out-of-the-box 
vibe of the Bohemian theme. @ameetmirpuri Photo credits:@
drraveen
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CHAVI BHARGAVA SHARMA

Talking about money isn’t romantic, 
passionate, or sexy. Mundane as it 
may be, it is essential to understand 
how one can handle financial stress 
in a relationship. "Money and financ-
es  can be a major source of emotional 
and mental stress and can lead to 
strained relationships and break-
ups." The importance can be seen in 
the fact that in most divorces, alimony 
is something that is bitterly fought for. 
Here are five effective ways to man-
age the finances and the relationship, 
whether one or both partners earn.

TALK ABOUT FINANCIAL  
MANAGEMENT EARLY ON
Relationships and financial stress 
can turn into a deadly combination. 
This is especially true because a lot of 
couples don’t talk about money until 
it's already too late. Don’t shy away 
from talking about finances for self, 
children, parents etc. Make financial 
security a joint venture in your rela-
tionship early on.

WORK ON A BUDGET
How do you handle financial stress 
in a relationship? The best thing you 
can do to negate financial woes–both 
short and long term–is to plan a bud-
get according to your needs and your 
lifestyle. This budget should have 
three sections – I, You, and We.
If both partners earn, they should 
both contribute toward the running 
expenses while directing a portion of 
their earnings toward savings.
Similarly, on the expenditure front, 
there should be some personal 
amounts for each partner and one 
joint amount. Plan for today and to-
morrow.

KEEP SEPARATE BANK  
ACCOUNTS
Keeping your money separate can be 
a great way to negate financial stress 
in a marriage or relationship. This 
way, your financial independence 
does not get compromised. And both 
of you retain a degree of autonomy on 
how to spend or save your money.
You should have a joint account in 
which you both deposit some amount 
each month so that the bills can be 

paid from a common source.

WORK ON FINANCIAL  
LITERACY
Irrespective of whether you both earn 
money or not, learning about invest-
ment and savings schemes and decid-
ing which ones to adopt should be a 
joint effort to avoid financial stress.

PLAN FOR THE FUTURE BUT 
LIVE FOR TODAY TOO
Securing your financial future at the 
cost of your present can lead to bitter-
ness in the relationship. Let’s say you 
want to splurge a little on a special oc-
casion. Or your partner wants to take 

a holiday. But you have no money 
for it because you’ve invested it all. 
That is sure to lead to discontent-
ment, bickering, and feelings of bit-
terness. It is critical to save a portion 
of your earnings. At the same time, 
you should be able to indulge in the 
occasional splurge for retail therapy.
Each partner should have the space to 
spend a certain portion of their earn-
ings on themselves. This helps rule 
out the risk of financial unfaithful-
ness.
Dr Chavi Bhargava Sharma is the Found-
er and CEO of Indic Center for Psycho-
logical Wellness and Holistic Health and 
Conversationists—Talking Cures.

DON’TS

=Don’t procrastinate on the very   
     important money talk.

=Don’t overshoot the budget regularly.

=If you have a joint account, don’t  
     spend without informing the other.

=Don’t always say money baffles you.

DO’S

=Talk about financial management  
     early on.

=Work on a budget and stick to it.

=Keep separate bank accounts.

=Work on financial literacy.
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Books to look out for this week 
The Power of Your Subconscious Mind
Author: Joseph Murphy 
Publisher: BN Publishing 
Price: Rs 199
“The Power of Your Subconscious Mind” will open a 
world of success, happiness, prosperity, and peace for 
you. It is one of the most brilliant and beloved spiritual 
self-help works of all time which can help you heal 
yourself, banish your fears, sleep better, enjoy better 
relationships and just feel happier. The techniques are 
simple and results come quickly. You can improve your 
relationships, your finances, your physical well-being.
In this book, the author fuses his spiritual wisdom and 
scientific research to bring to light how the sub-con-
scious mind can be a major influence on our daily lives. 
Once you understand your subconscious mind, you can 
also control or get rid of the various phobias that you 
may have in turn opening a brand new world of positive 
energy. By understanding how the subconscious mind 
works, you can learn how dreams become reality. Dr 
Joseph Murphy spent a good part of his life studying 
eastern religions and was a scholar of the I Ching, the 
Chinese book of divination. He was also, for 28 years, 
minister at the Los Angeles branch of the Church of 
Divine Science.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Diper Overlode (Book 17) 
Author: Jeff Kinney 
Publisher: Puffin 
Price: Rs 332
In Diper Överlöde, book 17 of the Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
series from #1 international bestselling author Jeff Kin-
ney, Greg Heffley is finding out that the road to fame 
and glory comes with some hard knocks.
When he decides to tag along with his brother 
Rodrick›s band, Löded Diper, Greg doesn›t realize 
what he›s getting into. But he soon learns that late 
nights, unpaid gigs, fighting between band members, 
and money troubles are all part of the rock ‹n› roll 
lifestyle. Can Greg help Löded Diper become the leg-
ends they think they are? Or will too much time with 
Rodrick›s band be a diper överlöde?
Jeff Kinney is a #1 New York Times bestselling author 
of the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series and the Awesome 
Friendly Kid series. He is a six-time Nickelodeon Kids› 
Choice Award winner for Favorite Book and has been 
named one of Time magazine›s 100 Most Influential 
People in the World. He spent his childhood in the 
Washington, D.C., area and moved to New England, 
where he and his wife own a bookstore named An 
Unlikely Story.

The Wisdom Bridge 
Author: Kamlesh D. Patel 
Publisher: Penguin Ananda
Price: Rs 299 
The intentions, thoughts and actions of the elders are 
caught by the hearts of the children. The children observe, 
learn and imbibe the teachings quickly and faithfully, and 
the elders have the responsibility to not only raise the chil-
dren well, but nurture and guide them in a way that they 
can lead fulfilling lives.
Daaji in The Wisdom Bridge offers nine principles to guide 
you, the reader, to live a life that inspires your children 
and your loved ones. 
These principles are important references for parents, 
parents-to-be, grandparents and caregivers to create ful-
filling and happy lives. They will not only help you enrich 
the lives of your children and raise responsible teenagers, 
but pave the way for an inspired life and resilient bonds 
in your family.
Daaji, also known as Kamlesh D. Patel, is the fourth and 
current spiritual guide of the global Heartfulness move-
ment. He has spent the past four decades training people 
across the world in Heartfulness meditation.
Daaji is the author of the bestsellers The Heartfulness 
Way (with Joshua Pollock) and Designing Destiny. 

The Song Of The Cell
Author: Siddhartha Mukherjee 
Publisher: Penguin Allen Lane
Price: Rs 640
From Pulitzer Prize-winning and #1 New York Times 
bestselling author of The Emperor of All Mala-
dies and The Gene, The Song of The Cell is the third 
book in this extraordinary writer’s exploration of what 
it means to be human-rich with Siddhartha Mukher-
jee’s revelatory and exhilarating stories of scientists, 
doctors, and all the patients whose lives may be saved 
by their work.  In the late 1600s, a distinguished Eng-
lish polymath, Robert Hooke, and an eccentric Dutch 
cloth merchant, Antonie van Leeuwenhoek, look 
down their handmade microscopes. 
What they see introduces a radical concept that sweeps 
through biology and medicine, touching virtually eve-
ry aspect of the two sciences and altering both forever. 
It is the fact that complex living organisms are assem-
blages of tiny, self-contained, self-regulating units. 
Our organs, our physiology, our selves-hearts, blood, 
brains-are built from these compartments.  Hooke 
christens them ‘cells’. The discovery of cells-and the 
reframing of the human body as a cellular ecosystem-
announced the birth of a new kind of medicine.

FiCTiON

NON-FiCTiON 

NON -FiCTiON 

SCiENCE 

HarperCollins India 
has announced a 
new publication, 

“Strategic Challenges”, that 
weighs in on the current and 
future challenges that the 
country faces. 

The book includes contri-
butions from Vijay Gokhale, 
Vikram Sood, Arun K. 
Singh, Air Marshal Raghu-
nath Nambiar, Vice Admi-
ral Shekhar Sinha, Kiran 
Karnik, and other expert 
analysts. The book is for 
anyone interested in learn-
ing about India’s strategic 
capabilities.

In the shifting sands of 
contemporary geopolitics, 
this edited volume puts the 
spotlight firmly on the ur-
gent strategic challenges 
India is likely to face by the 
year 2030.

Already, major powers like 
China and Russia are adopt-
ing muscular policies with 
the intent of changing the 
global order. This includes 
attempts to take territories—
claimed by them on the basis 
of, at times, imagined histo-
ries—through the use of 
military force. 

The US and the West are 
struggling to retain their pre-
eminence, while emerging 
powers in the Indo-Pacific 
are demanding representa-
tion at the global high table. 
Each player is seeking to 
shape events to their advan-
tage.

As alliances are altered, 
India finds itself in a posi-
tion that calls for dexterous, 
nimble, and bold policies. 
India is also presented with 

an opportunity to wield in-
fluence that would place it in 
an advantageous geopolitical 
position.

Strategic Challenges aims 
to form a fuller picture of the 
situation by examining the 
various pieces that make up 
this dynamic kaleidoscope, 
with chapters authored by 
India’s leading thinkers, ana-
lysts, and strategists.

Beginning with an in-
troduction by the former 
foreign secretary, Vijay 
Gokhale, the topics the book 
tackles include the volatility 
of India’s neighbourhood, its 
hesitant embrace of the US, 

the implications of Russia’s 
warming ties with China, 
modern military technology 
on land, sea, and air, and the 
challenges of artificial intel-
ligence, among others.

“Amid rising tensions in 
the region as India negotiates 
risky shoals, the book ‘Stra-
tegic Challenges: India 2030’  
provides expert insights into 
the difficulties and opportu-
nities confronting India. It 
includes discussion of pos-
sible actions by major pow-
ers that could impact India,» 
says Jayadeva Ranade (editor 
of the book). 

“In a quick-shifting geo-

political scenario, a host of 
challenges face India as it 
navigates the second decade 
of the twenty-first century. In 
Strategic Challenges, expert 
analysts not only weigh in 
on current challenges but 
also ones that are likely to 
crop up as we near 2030. 
With contributors like Vi-
jay Gokhale, Vikram Sood, 
Arun K. Singh, Air Marshal 
Raghunath Nambiar, Vice 
Admiral Shekhar Sinha, Ki-
ran Karnik, and others, this 
book is essential reading for 
all those who are concerned 
with India›s strategic pre-
paredness in a rapidly alter-
ing world,” says Swati Cho-
pra, Associate Publisher, 
HarperCollins India.

Jayadeva Ranade, a former 
additional secretary, Re-
search and Analysis Wing, 
is a security and intelligence 
expert. 

He is a seasoned China 
analyst with over forty-five 
years of experience in the 
field and has studied Chi-
nese at the Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Delhi and 
Hongkong University.

His foreign assignments 
have included Hong Kong, 
Beijing, and his last foreign 
posting, prior to retirement 
in late 2008, was as a min-
ister in the Indian Embassy 
in Washington. Ranade was 
a member of the National Se-
curity Advisory Board and 
is presently president of the 
Center for China Analysis 
and Strategy and a distin-
guished fellow at the Cen-
ter for Air Power Studies. 
He frequently contributes 
articles on China to many 
national newspapers, maga-
zines, and publications. 

NEW PUBLiCATiON 

‘STRATEgiC ChALLENgES’ 
WEighS iN ON MULTiPLE 
ChALLENgES iNDiA FACES Author, musician and yoga 

practitioner who has been 
published across genres by 
Bloomsbury, Poisoned Pen 
Press, HarperCollins, Edi-
tora Vestigio (the Portuguese 
language edition of Sher-
lock Holmes in Japan), Sage, 
Rupa, and LiFi, Vasudev 
Murthy, is back with Yoga 
Sutras Simplified–A Search-
ing Adventure With Patanjali 
(Jaico Books), which releases 
on 15 November 2022.

Yoga Sutra Simplified 
has a brilliant foreword by 
Yogacharya Dr Ananda 
Balayogi Bhavanani, Chair-
man, International Centre 

for Yoga Education and Re-
search (ICYER).

Yoga has been used for 
millennia as a tool for self-
discovery and illumination, 
with the ultimate goal of unit-
ing the individual conscious-

ness with the universal. This 
book expounds the purpose 
and meaning of yoga, going 
beyond the popular physi-
cal aspects. Vasudev shares 
the steps we need to master 
to gain more control over 
our minds and, in turn, our 
daily lives. It liberates you as 
a leader and a human being.

A restless mind is the root 
cause of all your troubles, but 
a calm mind will liberate you. 
Want to know how to reach 
that state?

In this gentle elaboration of 
the brilliant Yoga Sutras of 
Patanjali, Vasudev Murthy 
delves into life’s fundamental 
questions. Taking the reader 
through Patanjali’s 196 pow-
er-packed sutras, he explains 

the purpose and meaning 
of yoga, going beyond the 
popular physical aspects. He 
shares the steps we need to 
master to gain more control 
over our minds and, in turn, 
our daily lives.

He effortlessly interprets 
Patanjali’s profound wis-
dom and deep insights, sim-
plifying the complex Sanskrit 
sutras in layman’s terms and 
answering pressing ques-
tions that we have asked 
through our lifetimes: Who 
am I? Where have I come 
from, and where will I go? 
Why must I be born again 
and again?

The author distills the 
beautiful essence of this great 
cultural masterpiece.

EXTRACT 

ThE hUMAN MiND 

Yoga sutras simplified: A soul 
searching adventure with Patanjali 

MEMORY, MiNDFULNESS, PROCRASTiNATiON: 
new book tries to decode mind mysteries
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The vast depth of the human mind has 
intrigued scholars across disciplines 
since ancient times, and topics such as 
happiness, the self and society, memory, 
love, language, free will, and supersti-
tion have been approached from differ-
ent lenses from then to now. 
Blending these approaches, a new book 
titled Mysteries of Mind: A Scientific 
Enquiry, penned by author and tech 
industry veteran Sunil Mishra, takes a 
non-fiction and multi-disciplinary ap-
proach to the human mind.

With a foreword by Professor De-
bashish Chatterjee, Director, IIM 
Kozhikode, the book published by 
Garuda Prakashan spans widely-dis-
cussed topics in chapters, attempting to 
answer questions such as why we pro-
crastinate and do smartphones make 
our brain smart. 

It references the famous Stanford 
prison experiment, the Sally Ann test, 
the Turing test, Einstein, Bohr, and the 
war over quantum theory to explain 
these mysteries of the mind: mindful-
ness, procrastination, attention, emo-
tions, illusion, the future of the mind 
in an era of artificial intelligence, and 
more.

Mysteries of Mind is an enquiry from 
different disciplines like philosophy, 
psychology, spirituality, and neurosci-

ence into things that make us human, 
yet test the extent of our knowledge. 
These topics have been subjects of won-
dering and pondering from the ancient 
Vedic civilisation to the modern com-
puter age. 

The book has stories of human minds, 
interesting psychological experiments, 
and underlying scientific explanations 
from neuroscientists. All these inci-
dents and experiments help us under-
stand ourselves better and make the 
right decisions to leverage our potential 
mindfully.

Even for advanced medical science, 
the mind is a very nebulous topic; it is 
elusive. It is not governed by the natu-
ral laws of physics or biology. Yet, we all 
know that the mind exists because we 
all experience it in our day-to-day lives. 
Neuroscientists, philosophers, spiritual 
gurus, psychologists, and commoners 
like us, all tried to understand it from 
their own perspectives. 

Why do some hotels not have the 13th floor? How does the mind perceive magic 
tricks and illusions? What is the human brain going to evolve into next?
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France’s Caroline Garcia 
produced a stunning per-
formance on Monday as she 
defeated Aryna Sabalenka 
to clinch the season-ending 
WTA Finals crown here in 
Texas.

Garcia played a superb 
service game to overpower 
her Belarusian opponent 
7-6 (7/4), 6-4, at Fort Worth, 
Texas. “It’s definitely a lot of 
giant happiness. A crazy fi-
nal, with a lot of intensity on 
every point. I’m just really 
proud of the work we did 
throughout the year. It was 
a great match—they really 
went for it. I’m really happy 
to win my biggest title,” Gar-
cia said in her post-match 
press conference.

“Just very happy about the 
mindset, to be really calm at 
every moment. All the nega-
tive emotion doesn’t affect 
me, and that was really a big 
part of taking the few oppor-
tunities I had in the tiebreak-
er, and the first game I broke 

her in the second,” she said.
“I just dropped my level for 

a little bit. On the tiebreak 
and the first game of the 
second set. That’s it. I did my 
best, [but] she played unbe-
lievable tennis,” Sabalenka 
said in her post-match press 
conference.

Garcia, the 29-year-old 
from France, won all of the 
finals she played this year 
and, going back six years, 
eight of nine.

Garcia, too, was moved by 
the match. She’ll finish the 
year at No. 4, equaling her 

career best.
“Sometimes you are emo-

tional or things don’t go 
your way. I mean, some-
times there is a big fight, so 
you have to find your way 
through it. Some points, 
where you cannot do any-
thing. You just try to put in 
the return and to run as fast 
as you can to the other side. 
And that was one of the big-
gest points I improved. To-
day one of the most impor-
tant things was to stay calm 
and jump on every opportu-
nity,” Garcia said.

Caroline GarCia defeats aryna 
sabalenka to ClinCh wta finals title

award

Brazil announce 26-man squad 
for Qatar FIFA World Cup

Five-time FIFA World Cup champions 
Brazil announced their 26-member World 
Cup squad for the 2022 World Cup, which 
will be held in Qatar starting 20 Novem-
ber.

Brazilian head coach Adenor Leonardo 
Bacchi, known as Tite, selected his 26-
man team for the tournament on Monday. 
While leaving Liverpool striker Roberto 
Firmino at home, Brazil will travel with 
39-year-old defender Dani Alves to the 
World Cup in Qatar, as per ESPN. Alves, 
who has won 44 career titles and is the 
most decorated player in football, will be 
looking to use his expertise to lead Brazil, 
a five-time champion, to their first World 
Cup victory since 2002.

The defender joined UNAM (Club Uni-
versidad Nacional, AC) in July after his 
contract at Barcelona expired, and he has 
since made 12 appearances for the Mexi-
can team.

Firmino, who has six goals in 12 Premier 
League games this season and has had 
a renaissance at Liverpool, cannot play 
because there is no room. Tite last sum-
moned him up in September, but he gets 
passed over in favour of Gabriel Jesus and 
Gabriel Martinelli, two Arsenal players.

Along with Neymar of Paris Saint-Ger-
main, who has scored 75 goals in 121 games 
for Brazil and is two goals shy of matching 
the record-holder Pele, Vinicius Jr. of Real 
Madrid is also listed.

Richarlison of Tottenham and Lucas Pa-
queta of West Ham have both been chosen 

despite having recovered from injuries to 
their shoulders and calves, respectively. 
Anthony Matheus dos Santos of Manches-
ter United also features in the team.

Philippe Coutinho of Aston Villa has 
been sidelined as expected after suffer-
ing a muscular ailment during practice 
last week.Only four centre-backs will be 
used by the Brazil manager, with Bremer 
of Juventus playing alongside Marquin-
hos, Thiago Silva, and Eder Militao while 
Roma’s Ibanez and Arsenal’s Gabriel are 
not included.

Tite, 61, has previously said that he will 
retire following the World Cup. The for-
mer PSG manager Ricardo Gomes will 
serve as Tite’s deputy, the Brazilian FA 
said on Monday.

Brazil will undergo a five-day training 
camp at Juventus’ training facilities in Tu-
rin before taking off for Doha on Novem-
ber 19. The team and Tite will meet there 
on November 14.

On November 24, Brazil will take on Ser-
bia to begin its World Cup campaign. They 
will also play Switzerland and Cameroon 
in Group G.

Brazil’s 26-man Qatar World Cup squad:
Goalkeepers: Alisson, Ederson, Wever-

ton. Defenders: Bremer, Eder Militao, 
Marquinhos, Thiago Silva, Danilo, Daniel 
Alves, Alex Sandro, and Alex Telles.

Midfielders: Bruno Guimaraes, Casemi-
ro, Everton Ribeiro, Fabinho, Fred, Lucas 
Paqueta.

Forwards: Antony, Gabriel Jesus, Ga-
briel Martinelli, Neymar Jr., Pedro (Fla-
mengo), Raphinha, Richarlison, Rodrygo,  
Vinicius Jr.
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t20i wC

Rohit Sharma during practice session.

Boxer Narender

asian boxinG Championship

sCope of improvement
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playinG aGainst spain ahead 
of hoCkey wC has helped 
team: harmanpreet sinGh

rohit sharma esCapes injury 
durinG praCtiCe ahead of sf Clash

Star opener Rohit Shar-
ma faced an injury 
scare ahead of team In-

dia’s crucial semi-final clash 
against England after being 
hit on his right hand by a 
throwdown specialist dur-
ing a net session on Tuesday 
at the Adelaide Oval.

The Indian captain was 
batting in the nets against 
the throwdown specialist 
when the ball snuck up on 
him and hit him on his right 
hand. He was immediately 
seen writhing in pain and 
quickly used the magic spray 
to reduce the intensity of the 
pain. There were concerned 
faces in the team after the 
batter was hit, as he is an 

important cog in the wheel 
for the Indian team.

Rohit, however, did not 
leave the training session 
and nursed his hand with 
an ice pack for about half 

an hour before returning to 
the net session. The team 
breathed a sigh of relief after 
he resumed his training.

The Indian batter has 
scored 89 runs in the ongo-

ing T20 World Cup, with his 
highest score of 53 coming 
against the Netherlands.

Following his side’s 71-run 
victory over Zimbabwe in 
their final ICC T20 World 

Cup Super 12 stage match, 
Indian skipper Rohit Shar-
ma said that it will be im-
portant to adjust to the con-
ditions as quickly as possible 
ahead of their semifinal clash 
against England at Adelaide 
on Thursday.

India are scheduled to play 
England at the Adelaide 
Oval on Thursday, Novem-
ber 10 in the semi-finals of 
the ongoing T20 World Cup.

Earlier, Suryakumar Ya-
dav’s breathtaking knock of 
an unbeaten 61 from 25 balls 
followed by superb bowling 
from the bowlers helped In-
dia bundle out Zimbabwe 
for 115 to clinch a 71-run win 
in their final Group 2 Su-
per 12 match of the ongoing 
ICC T20 World Cup at Mel-
bourne on Sunday.
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India’s glory at the Asian 
Boxing Championships 
after winning his quarter-
final match, assuring the 
country of its twelfth medal 
at the competition.

In the men’s +92 kg event, 
Narender put up a domi-
nant display to defeat Iman 
Ramezanpourdelavar of 
Iran with ease 5-0 and se-
cure India’s 12th medal at 
the competition. As per the 
Olympics website, in the 
men’s 75 kg division, Sumit 
defeated Thailand’s Bor-
worn Kadamduan 3-2 to 
secure a place in the semi-
finals of the coveted com-
petition.

After losing their quar-
terfinal matches, the other 

three boxers competing on 
Monday were unable to ad-
vance to the last four.

Aslanbek Shymbergenov 
of Kazakhstan, who won 
the silver medal at the 2018 
Asian Games, defeated Sa-
chin, who was fighting in 
the men’s 71 kg division, 
4-1.

In contrast, Uzbekistan’s 

Aslonov Odiljon blanked 
Lakshya 5-0 in the men’s 
80 kg division.

India squad (as per Olym-
pics.com):

Naveen Kumar, compet-
ing in the men’s 92 kg divi-
sion, was eliminated early 
after suffering a 5-0 defeat 
to Kazakhstan’s Aibek 
Oralbay.

TDG NETWORK
AMMAN

Narender storms into SF, 
assures India’s 12th medal
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Chanderpaul, Edwards and 
Qadir honored as newest names 
in ICC Hall of Fame

kudermetova-mertens wins 
wta finals doubles title

The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) announced 
the induction of Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul, Charlotte 
Edwards, and Abdul Qa-
dir, the latest legends to 
join the prestigious list of 
cricket greats that make up 
the ICC Hall of Fame.

Following a voting pro-
cess that included exist-
ing Hall of Famers, media 
representatives, and senior 
executives from the Federa-
tion of International Crick-
eters’ Associations (FICA) 
and the ICC, Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul, Charlotte 
numbers, and Abdul Qadir 
became inductees’ number 
107, 108 and 109 respec-
tively as per ICC. The ICC 
Hall of Fame celebrates 
the greatest players ever to 
grace the game throughout 
its rich history, and these 
three individuals have all 
left a lasting legacy through 
their significant contribu-
tions to the sport.

Following recent tradi-
tion, all three of the new in-
ductees will be honoured in 
a special presentation cere-
mony which will take place 
prior to the start of play at 
the first semi-final of the 
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 
2022 at the Sydney Cricket 
Ground on Wednesday, 
November 9.

ICC Chief Executive Geoff 
Allardice said, “The ICC 
Hall of Fame continues to 
celebrate the iconic indi-
viduals that have shaped 
the history of cricket. Only 
the very best are honoured 
in this way, and it is won-
derful to commemorate 
the lasting contributions of 
Shivnarine, Charlotte and 
Abdul. These three ambas-
sadors of our great game 
enjoyed tremendous suc-
cess on the international 
stage and are richly deserv-
ing of their status as ICC 
Hall of Famers.”

Shivnarine Chanderpaul 
is one of the most instantly 
recognisable figures in 
the history of West Indies 
cricket. With an unortho-
dox batting technique, he 
made his debut at 19 and 
quickly began to excel 
against opposition bowl-
ers. Having registered 13 
half-centuries before his 
maiden Test century ar-
rived, the floodgates then 
opened, and he became the 
rock of the West Indies bat-
ting lineup over a 21-year 
international career.

Resilience, control, and 

an often impenetrable de-
fence characterised his 
batting style, which was 
prolific enough to earn 
him 30 Test centuries, and 
eventually become the sec-
ond West Indian to reach 
10,000 test runs. Not lim-
ited to the longest format, 
Chanderpaul also excelled 
in ODIs, amassing 8,778 
runs in 268 outings.

“It’s an amazing honour 
to follow in the footsteps of 
many legends and so many 
other great cricketers of the 
past. I’m grateful for the 
recognition and would like 
to enjoy the moment with 
family, friends, and most 
importantly the West In-
dies cricket fans and fans 
around the world who pas-
sionately supported me 
throughout my career,” 
stated Chanderpaul after 
getting the news.

Over the course of a 20-
year international career, 
Charlotte Edwards became 
one of the most significant 
players in the history of 
women’s cricket. Starting 
her international journey 
as a 16-year-old, she soon 
announced herself  by 
striking a world-record un-

beaten 173 against Ireland 
in the ICC Women’s Cricket 
World Cup in Pune.

As she developed and 
grew in influence in the 
side, she became captain 
in 2006 and inspired Eng-
land to numerous Ashes 
victories at home and away, 
as well as ICC crowns in 
the ICC Women’s Cricket 
World Cup in Australia in 
2009 and the ICC Women’s 
T20 World Cup in England 
the same year. When she 
retired in 2016, she left as 
the leading female run-
scorer in both ODIs and 
T20Is.

Qadir passed away in 
2019 at the age of 63, but 
his influence on the game 
in Pakistan and the wider 
world is still felt strongly 
today. 

Often labelled the saviour 
of leg-spin bowling during 
the 1970s and 80s, Qadir 
was renowned for outfox-
ing some of the greatest 
batters in the game with his 
dynamic action and majes-
tic variation. His 236 wick-
ets across a 13-year career 
place him third on the list 
of Pakistan’s all-time pro-
lific spinners.

Shivnarine Chanderpaul
Caroline Sabalenka

Kudermetova and Mertens

Charlotte Edwards

Abdul Qadir

No. 4 seeds Veronika Kud-
ermetova and Elise Mertens 
earned a hard-fought victory 
to beat defending champi-
ons Barbora Krejcikova and 
Katerina Siniakova in the 
doubles championship at 
the WTA Finals on Monday 
night.

The Kudermetova-Mertens 
pair came back from a 7-2 
deficit in the match tiebreak 
to defeat the duo of Barbora 
Krejcikova and Katerina Sin-
iakova 6-2, 4-6, [11-9], collect-
ing their second team title of 
the season in one hour and 
42 minutes. “It’s tough to say 
right now because of a lot of 
emotions. But I think we’re 
so happy and so proud of our 
team,” WTA.com quoted Ku-
dermetova as saying.

“I was close last year. I think 
we played really consistently 
in this tournament. And 
yeah, I can’t even believe we 
won. That super-tiebreaker 
was 7-2? I can’t even remem-
ber points,” Mertens said.

Kudermetova and Mertens 
had three fewer unforced er-
rors, and they converted all 
three of their breakpoints. 
It was Kudermetova and 
Mertens who started the 
match aggressively in the 
final. They found powerful 
returns to break the defend-
ing champions twice in a row 
and lead 4-0, finally easing 
into the one-set advantage.

The Czech pair were on fire 
for the rest of the second set, 
winning the next two games 
without losing a point. The 
match tiebreaker decided af-
fairs, and the Czechs cruised 
ahead after a forehand win-
ner by Krejcikova put them 
up 7-2.

The Indian men’s hockey 
team had a solid showing at 
the FIH Men’s Hockey Pro 
League 2022-23 last week 
as they defeated New Zea-
land 7-4 and then went past 
Spain with a 2-2 (3-1 SO) win 
at the Kalinga Stadium in 
Bhubaneswar.

But despite the results, 
Harmanpreet Singh, who 
led the Indian team in the 
tournament, insisted that 
there are still certain areas 
where the t e a m  c a n 
improve as they pre-
pare for the upcom-
ing FIH Odisha 
Hockey Men’s 
World 
Cup Bhu-
baneswar-
Rourkela 
2023, beginning 
from January 13. 
Speaking after the 
win against Spain, 
Harmanpreet Singh 
said that the team 
can avoid getting 
cards. “The team’s 
efforts have been 
quite good in these 
matches, but we can 
avoid getting cards. 
Because even if we 
lose one player on the 

field, then everyone has to 
run twice as much,” Hockey 
India quoted Harmanpreet 
as saying. “We do train for 
how we have to create our 
formation and structure if 
we are a man short. Hence, 
despite getting the cards, we 
were able to defend well. But 
still, it is important for us to 
avoid getting cards,” the In-
dian drag-flicker added.

Harmanpreet further said 
that despite the errors, the 
team can gain confidence 
from the fact that they were 
able to maintain their com-
posure and not panic against 
strong opposition.

“It is good that we are 
making errors in these 
matches, from which we 
can learn and improve 
as we move on towards 

the World Cup. We 
are still able to settle 

down despite the 
errors and not lose 
our composure. It 
definitely helps 
us in building 
our confidence 
in each other, 
and improv-

i n g  t h e 
team,” he 

said.
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ICC T20 WC SEMI FINAL 1

MERCURIAL PAK TAKE ON 
CLINICAL KIWIS AT SCG
The Babaz Azam-led side lost their first two matches and were on the verge of getting knocked out whereas New 
Zealand thrashed hosts Australia in their opening clash and eventually won four out of five Super 12 matches

A resurgent Pakistan and 
clinical New Zealand, who 
have had contrasting cam-

paigns so far, will lock horns in a 
mouth-watering first semifinal 
of the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 
2022 at the Sydney Cricket Ground 
(SCG), here on Wednesday, with a 
common goal to book the berth in 
the all-important final of the mega 
event.

The Babaz Azam-led side lost 
their first two matches of the T20 
World Cup against India and Zim-
babwe and were on the verge of 
getting knocked out. However, 
they performed when it mattered, 
got a lifeline and now have a golden 
opportunity to go all the way in the 
tournament.

On the other hand, New Zealand 
began their campaign in style by 
thrashing the hosts Australia and 
eventually won four out of five Su-
per 12 matches. They just lost to 
England in a high-quality contest 
but otherwise have been quite clini-
cal in their efforts so far.

Pakistan have two consolidating 
openers in Mohammad Rizwan 
and Babar Azam, who have strug-
gled for runs in the tournament but 
if there’s one occasion where their 
team would expect one of the most 
consistent T20I batters to step up, 
it is a knockout game.

Rizwan, who is right behind 
Suryakumar Yadav for the leading 
run-scorer of 2022 in T20I, knows 
the Black Caps’ attack pretty well 
having recently played against 
them, and the sluggish nature of the 
SCG wicket would suit his style of 
batting too.

The rest of the batting order has a 

healthy mix of bashers and floaters 
and enough left and right-handed 
options.

Iftikhar Ahmed and Shadab 
Khan have been Pakistan’s sav-
iours in the middle order and 
they would look to continue their 
good form while the likes of Shan 
Masood, Mohammad Haris too 
had few decent outings and could 
be handy as well.

The 24-year-old Shadab has 
been the x-factor in the Paki-
stan line-up and he might 
be used as a floater in the 
batting line-up to counter 
the spin duo of Ish Sodhi 
and Mitchell Santner.

With the SCG likely 
to aid some turn and 
New Zealand’s top 
five having just one 
left-hander, Sha-
dab’s role would 
also be pretty 
crucial in the 
b owl i n g  a s 
well. Rest of 
the Pakistan 
bowling 
line-up 
has world-
class pace 
attack that 
has been 
dominat-
ing in this 
T20 World Cup.

Meanwhile, the Kane 
Williamson-led New Zealand have 
excelled as a unit across the three 
different phases.

From Finn Allen’s Powerplay ex-
ploits to Glenn Phillips’ calculated 
onslaughts, New Zealand’s batting 
packs quite a punch. They bat deep 
and have batters for any situation 
in the game. New Zealand opener 

Allen has made only 91 runs in this 
tournament in four innings, but his 
incredible strike rate of 189.58 
makes him the most dan-
gerous batter in the 
Black Caps team. 
Against a 

searing pace attack, his task will 
be cut out, but if he gets going, one 
can expect New Zealand to come 
out on top. Allen’s opening partner 
Devon Conway has also played cru-
cial knocks while skipper William-
son brought that fluency back in his 
batting during the team’s last Super 
12 game against Ireland.
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TEAMS
PAKISTAN: Babar Azam (c), 
Shadab Khan, Asif Ali, Fakhar 
Zaman, Haider Ali, Haris Rauf, 
Iftikhar Ahmed, Khushdil Shah, 
Mohammad Hasnain, Moham-
mad Nawaz, Mohammad Rizwan, 
Mohammad Wasim, Naseem 
Shah, Shaheen Shah Afridi, Shan 
Masood.
NEW ZEALAND: Kane Williamson 
(c), Tim Southee, Ish Sodhi, Mitch-
ell Santner, Glenn Phillips, Jimmy 
Neesham, Daryl Mitchell, Adam 
Milne, Martin Guptill, Lachlan 
Ferguson, Devon Conway, Mark 
Chapman, Michael Bracewell, 
Trent Boult, Finn Allen.
 

 PAK VS NZ

All eyes on Finn Allen & Mohammad Haris in Sydney
Ahead of the much-antic-
ipated semi-final clash be-
tween Pakistan and New 
Zealand, all eyes of cricket 
pundits will be on New 
Zealand’s Finn Allen and 
Pakistan’s Mohammad Ha-
ris. Both of them play a cru-
cial role of improving the 
team’s scoring rate when 
they come in to bat at the 
top. While Allen opens the 
batting, Haris has been used 
as a floater so far; opening in 
one match and coming in to 
bat at number 3. Haris’ in-
clusion is similar to that of 
Fakhar Zaman, who was 
introduced in the middle 

of the Champions Trophy 
2017 – a move that paid rich 
dividends for Pakistan then.

Both these batsmen make 
good use of the bowler’s 
pace by displaying their 
skills in their stroke-mak-
ing. Recently, when the 
Pakistan team went on a 
tour of New Zealand, Al-
len scored a half-century 
in Christchurch. Last year, 
against Bangladesh too, 
he got a half-century at a 
strike rate of over 200. In 
this World Cup as well, his 
cameo knock against Aus-
tralia and Ireland, which 
were worth watching. 

This player also has ex-
perience of playing at vari-
ous leagues. Fast bowlers 

can control him by bowling 
yorkers or fuller lengths 

while the spinners can 
dodge him on good flight. 

He was dismissed by Ma-
heesh Theekshana on a ball 

that skidded away result-
ing in him getting stumped. 
Likewise, Allen was dodged 
by a Shadab Khan flight at 
Christchurch. He scored a 
century against Scotland in 
the same year, but there too 
he was dismissed getting 
out to spin.

On the other hand, Haris 
will be responsible for ac-
celerating the run-rate, es-
pecially in the power-plays. 
He donned some cameo 
roles against Bangladesh 
and South Africa, thereby 
strengthening Pakistan’s 
batting. 

Looking at his stroke-
making skills, he hit against 
Ibadat Hossain of Bangla-
desh and Kagiso Rabada 

of South Africa. It did not 
seem that a young batsman 
could face such experienced 
bowlers at such ease. 

Even, Pakistani legend 
Shahid Afridi was also im-
pressed by Haris’ batting. 
He tweeted that no one in 
the Pakistan team has as 
much knowledge of T20 
cricket as Haris. Waqar 
Younis also supported Afri-
di’s tweet. In fact Haris isn’t 
scared of facing the short 
balls or the hard length balls 
that works wonders in Aus-
tralia. In both his innings at 
the World Cup, he targeted 
the areas where the bound-
aries were short. 

Although, Haris is a fan 
of Jos Buttler, he believes 

to bat the way knows – the 
flamboyant way. He credits 
his parents for the fearless-
ness with which he plays. 
When he was first selected 
in Peshawar’s Under-19 
team, he was called Mr 
Google because he had a 
very good understanding of 
cricket. Soon, Haris came to 
Pakistan’s Under-19 team. 
Having made a mark in 
the PSL, and now getting a 
place in the national team, 
he has high hopes from 
the Pakistanis; to come 
out all guns blazing at the 
Sydney Cricket Ground on 
Wednesday against a famed 
Kiwi bowling attack spear-
headed by Tim Southee and  
Trent Boult.

MANOJ JOSHI
NEW DELHI 

Mohammad Haris and Finn Allen. 

  FIFA WORLD CUP

AWARDING WORLD CUP TO QATAR WAS A MISTAKE 

Just a few days before the 
start of the 2022 football 
World Cup, former FIFA 
president Sepp Blatter 
says the decision to award 
the event to Qatar was a 
mistake. The FIFA World 
Cup will be played in vari-
ous venues in Qatar from 
November 20 to December 
18 with 32 teams in the fray.

Qatar is facing a lot of 
criticism over its stance on 
same-sex relationships, 
human rights records and 
the treatment of migrant 
workers. Qatar World Cup 
ambassador Khalid Salman 
has recently said that ho-
mosexuality is “damage in 
the mind”.

The former Qatar interna-
tional told German broad-

caster ZDF that LGBTQ+ 
people attending the tour-
nament should “accept our 
rules”.

His utterances have 
raised concerns about how 
the country treats LGBTQ+ 
people as same-sex rela-
tionships and promotion 
of such relationships is a 
criminal offense and pun-
ishable with punishment 
ranging from fines to death 
sentence, the BBC reported 
on Tuesday.

Human rights viola-
tions are another area of 
concern. Amnesty Inter-
national claims that since 
2010, hundreds of thou-
sands of migrant workers 
have faced human rights 
abuses while employed to 
build the wider infrastruc-
ture necessary to host the 
tournament.

Such concerns seem to 
have prompted Blatter, 
who was the FIFA Presi-
dent when the decision 
to award the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup to Qatar was 
taken in 2010, to claim 
that Qatar is “too small of 
a country” to host the tour-
nament.

“Football and the World 
Cup are too big for it,” he 
told the Swiss newspaper 
Tages Anzeiger.

According to the report, 
FIFA’s executive commit-
tee voted 14-8 for Qatar to 
host the tournament ahead 
of the United States 12 years 
ago. Blatter blames the 
then-UEFA president Mi-
chel Platini for swinging 
the vote in Qatar’s favour.

“It was a bad choice and I 
was responsible for that as 
president at the time,” he 

said. “Thanks to the four 
votes of Platini and his 
[UEFA] team, the World 
Cup went to Qatar rather 
than the United States. It’s 
the truth.”

Blatter also said FIFA had 
adjusted the criteria used 
to select host countries in 
2012 after concerns were 
raised about the treatment 
of migrant workers build-
ing World Cup stadiums in 
Qatar.

“Since then, social con-
siderations and human 
rights are taken into ac-
count,” he added. Blatter 
was forced to step down as 
president in 2015 overall 
allegations that he unlaw-
fully arranged a transfer of 
two million Swiss francs 
($2.19m) to Platini, who 
was also forced to resign 
from his position at FIFA.

AHEAD OF FIFA WC

Demand for private jets from India soars

As the FIFA world cup draws close, air 
charter sourcing companies are cash-
ing in on booking business charter 
planes by India’s high net-worth Indi-
viduals (HNIs). The FIFA World Cup 
is scheduled to be held in Qatar from 
November 20 to December 18.

According to official sources, India’s 
HNIs are set for an unprecedented 
presence at the FIFA event in Qatar 
this year as the charter planes are be-
ing mostly sold out in spite of deals be-
ing exorbitant.

An official on the condition of ano-
nymity said that one of India’s High 
Networth Individuals booked the fast-
est 30-seater charter plane to witness 
the FIFA World Cup matches in Qatar.

Insta Charter, the Delhi-based air 
charter sourcing company, in an in-
teraction with ANI said that the HNIs 
are showing their interest in booking 
a private charter. “This past month 

the maximum trip requests we have 
received are for Qatar and Dubai for 
FIFA matches,” Captain Abhishek 
Sinha, founder of Insta Charter told 
ANI.

The country’s affluent class has in-
creased the demand to book private 
charters for FIFA matches as the ho-
tels queuing up are sold out in Qatar 
and the number of hotels available 
does not match the number of FIFA 
spectators. Insta Charter is a global air 

charter sourcing platform to connect 
Operators and Brokers in the busi-
ness air charter industry. Insta Char-
ter confirmed to ANI that most of the 
prominent personalities who will be 
witnessing the FIFA match from India 
have booked their charters through 
Insta Charter.

“We can definitely say this is indica-
tive of the prominent presence of the 
who’s who of the Indian business fra-
ternity at the event but can’t say the 
name of our clients as per our privacy 
policy,” Captain Sinha said.

People watching a 90-minute match 
of their favourite FIFA team are re-
sorting to charters so that they can 
return after the match on the same 
day, as the number of hotels in Qatar 
is not enough for the number of visi-
tors to FIFA.Further charter sourc-
ing company Insta Charter’s Founder 
reveals that...”India’s Ultra High Net 
Worth Individuals are under 40 and 
spend more on experiences than on  
Jewellery.” 
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