
India government’s relent-
less efforts to bring back 
fugitive diamond busi-

nessman Nirav Modi from 
UK has started paying off 
ultimately. On Wednesday,  
Nirav lost his appeal against 
extradition to India with a 
United Kingdom court dis-
missing his plea. The High 
Court of London (United 
Kingdom) on Wednesday 
dismissed the appeal of Ni-
rav Modi, who is wanted in 
India to face money launder-

ing and fraud cases. 
Nirav Modi, who is a prime 

accused in the Rs 13,500 
crore PNB scam, had fled 
India. He lost his appeal after 
he had moved High Court in 
London against extradition 
on mental health grounds. 
The Bench of Justice Stuart 
Smith and Justice Robert Jay 
of the High Court said “no 
features of psychotic illness”. 

The court rejected Nirav 
Modi’s counsel’s claims that 
he will die by suicide due to 
severe depression and said 
“Nirav Modi neither is nor is 
very likely to be at the most 

severe end of the scale of de-
pressive illness”. 

“He has so far displayed no 
features of psychotic illness. 
Although he has exhibited 
persistent suicidal ideation, 
he has neither attempted sui-
cide or deliberate self-harm 
nor disclosed plans to do so, 
except in the most vague and 
general way,” the court said. 

The High Court also noted 
the steps taken to render 
Barrack 12 safe and to ensure 
that there is effectively con-
stant monitoring to reduce 
both the risk of attempted 
suicide and the prospect of 

suicide being committed. 
The Court noted that the 

appellant, Nirav Deepak 
Modi, is sought by the Gov-
ernment of India. The High 
Court noted the sets of 
criminal proceedings before 
it. The first, brought by the 
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (“the CBI”), relates to a 
fraud on the Punjab National 
Bank, which caused losses 
equivalent to over £700 mil-
lion. The second, brought by 
the Enforcement Directorate 
(“the ED”), relates to the al-
leged laundering of the pro-
ceeds of that fraud. 

“While, as we have said, the 
arrangements cannot entire-
ly eliminate the risk of sui-
cide, that is not the test. The 
starting point is that a high 
threshold has to be reached 
in order to satisfy the court 
that Mr (Nirav) Modi’s condi-
tion is such that it would be 
oppressive to extradite him. 
As we have said, the arrange-
ments that will be in place, 
which have been the subject 
of assurances in response to 
the concerns and prompt-
ings of those acting for Modi, 
are appropriate,” 
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Vijay Rupani, Nitin 
Patel, Chudasama 
not to contest 
Gujarat elections

After father, son ‘Chandrachud’ 
becomes Chief Justice of India, 
creates history

Rebels a non-issue, BJP 
has blessings of people 
in HP: Anurag Thakur

BJP Central Election Com-
mittee (CEC), attended by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, on Wednesday held 
its meeting to finalise the en-
tire list of candidates for the 
upcoming Gujarat Assembly 
polls. With the BJP set to fi-
nalise its candidates for the 
Gujarat assembly polls, for-
mer Chief Minister Vijay Ru-
pani and senior party leader 
Bhupendrasinh Chudasama 
have said they will not con-
test the elections. Former 
state Deputy Chief Minister 
Nitin Patel will also not con-
test the polls. 

BJP is likely to release its 
first list on Thursday.

Sources said that the CEC 
would clear seat candidates 

for all the 182 assembly seats 
in the state. Sources also said 
the BJP could drop at least 
20 per cent of the 99 MLAs 
who won in the 2017 elec-
tions. 

The BJP core group meet-
ing for Gujarat polls took 
place at Nadda’s residence 
on Tuesday. The wife of 
cricketer Ravindra Jadeja, 
Rivaba Jadeja is also likely 
to get a ticket from Jamnagar. 
Turncoats from Congress, 
who joined BJP including 
Hardik Patel and Alpesh 
Thakor, will also be contest-
ing the upcoming elections 
on a BJP ticket. 

Rupani, who was Gujarat’s 
Chief Minister from 2016 to 
2021, said he had conveyed 
to the party leadership that 
he will not contest the polls. 

Justice Dhananjaya Yesh-
want (DY) Chandrachud 
on Wednesday created a re-
cord as he took oath as the 
50th Chief Justice of India 

(CJI). He is the son of for-
mer CJI Y.V. Chandrachud. 
This has become the first 
time in the history of the 
judiciary, Father and son 
have become CJI.

President Droupadi Mur-
mu administered the oath of 

office to Justice D.Y. Chand-
rachud at the swearing-in 
ceremony held in the Rash-
trapati Bhavan. Vice Presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankhar, Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om Birla, 
Union Home Minister Amit 

twitter stArts 
lAbelling govt 
hAndles As 
‘officiAl’
Washington: Elon Musk’s 
newly acquired micro-
blogging platform Twitter 
has started labelling In-
dian government handles 
and Indian media as 

“official” ahead of the 
roll-out of blue tick sub-
scriptions across India. 
In the Twitter handles of 
various Indian govern-
ment organizations, the 

“official” label was noticed. 
For example, Prime 
Minister’s Office, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
official Twitter account, 
and Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh’s Twitter 
account also have the 

“official label”. Earlier, on 
Tuesday, Twitter’s execu-
tive Esther Crawford an-
nounced that he will roll 
out a second verification 
label to limit confusion 
between legitimate ac-
counts and ones that pay 
for their blue ticks, New 
York Post reported.

niA chArgesheet 
AgAinst let 
offshoot trf 
New Delhi: The National 
Investigation Agency 
(NIA) on Wednesday 
filed a supplementary 
chargesheet related to 
the activities of The 
Resistance Front, an 
offshoot of Pakistan-
based Lashkar-e-Taiba, 
a proscribed terrorist 
organisation. The agency 
named Muzamil Mushtaq 
Bhat alias Hamza alias 
Daniyal, a resident of 
Baramulla district in 
Jammu and Kashmir, in 
the chargesheet filed be-
fore a Special Court here 
in the national capital.

top of the day

TDG Reporter: Anurag 
Ji, some of your videos are 
going viral on the internet 
where you are seen getting 
out of your car and push-
ing a bus that had stopped. 
There are also videos of you 
playing with the kids. Are 
using your personal charm 
and people connect to bring 
back the BJP in Himachal 
Pradesh?

Anurag Thakur: All this is 
never done for votes. This 
is all natural. If you accom-
pany me for some meetings 
you will see the kids come 
and greet you, the elderly 
will bless you, the youth will 
raise you on their shoulders. 
I have never treated my par-
liamentary area as a political 
field. It is like a family to me 
and maybe that’s all that I 
have earned here. When I 
was representative of the 
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fAcebooK to slAsh 
11,000 jobs, ZUcKerberg 
sAys ‘sorry’

shAh in ib Meet: beef Up 
inforMAtion shAring process

schools reopen in delhi After 
short breAK, pArents concerned

PM stops convoy to make way for ambulance 

Sunak under pressure 
as his minister quits 

Facebook parent Meta announced on Wednesday to slash 
around 11,000 jobs as a part of mass layoffs to cut expenses 
and transform its business model. 

As the tech industry is slashing jobs, Meta too announced 
layoffs. “We are also taking a number of additional steps 
to become a leaner and more efficient company by cutting 
discretionary spending and extending our hiring freeze 
through Q1,” said Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg in a state-
ment on Wednesday. 

Zuckerberg termed the layoffs as some of the most difficult 
changes the company has made in Meta’s history and added 
that everyone in the company will 

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Wednesday 
reviewed India’s internal 
security situation in a high-
level meeting of Intelligence 
Bureau (IB) officers from 
across the country here 
in the national capital and 
stressed the need to further 

strengthen the process of 
information sharing and 
enhancing liaison between 
counter-terrorism and anti-
drug agencies of the states. 

Chairing the meeting, 
Home Minister batted for 
specific steps “to control 
Left Wing Extremism or 
Naxalism by dismantling 
its financial and logistical 
support system”. He further 

emphasized the need to 
make the country’s coastal 
security “impenetrable” 
and suggested keeping a 
close eye on even the small-
est and most isolated port 
for this.

The Home Minister also 
directed to focus on com-
plete destruction of narcot-
ics, and the maximum use 

The primary schools in the 
national capital reopened on 
Wednesday after remaining 
closed since November 5 fol-
lowing a Delhi government 
order. The air quality, how-
ever, continued to remain in 
the ‘very poor’ category on 

with an overall Air Quality 
Index (AQI) at 329, as per the 
System of Air Quality and 
Weather Forecasting And 
Research (SAFAR). Parents 
feel that dropping off their 
children at the schools amid 
this pollution is “another 
challenge” for them and 
the schools should have re-
mained shut.

“It is a huge problem and is 
challenging for us to drop 
them off amid this pollution. 
We can’t even send them via 
bus and rather prefer drop-
ping them off in our own ve-
hicles. I think schools should 
have remained shut until the 
air quality improves,” said 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who is on a visit to Hi-
machal Pradesh, on Wednes-
day stopped his convoy to 
make way for an ambulance 
to pass in Chambi. PM Mo-
di’s convoy stopped at the 
road intersection for easy 
passage of the ambulance 

in Chambi area of Kangra 
district. 

It is not the first time 
that Prime Minister Modi 
stopped his cavalcade to 
facilitate the movement of 
an ambulance. During his 
Gujarat visit on September 
30, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s convoy made 
way for an ambulance in 
Ahmedabad. The car trails 

stopped in alignment on one 
side of the road for an easy 
passage of the ambulance as 
the convoy was on its way to 
Gandhinagar from Ahmed-
abad. Once the hospital 
wagon crossed the path, the 
security vehicles were seen 
joining the formation fol-
lowed by PM Modi’s car. 

Prime Minister on Wednes-
day was on a visit to Himach-

al Pradesh which will go to 
polls on 12 November, with 
the results coming out on 8 
December. 

While addressing a rally in 
Chambi village of Kangra dis-
trict on Wednesday, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
began his speech by speak-
ing in the Kangri language. “I 
have come here to Kangra to 
talk to you as I feel too good 

to talk to you,” PM says in 
Kangri language. 

He also praised the Kangra 
district of Himachal Pradesh. 

“Kangra is the land of ‘Shak-
tipeeths’. It is a pilgrimage 
where India’s faith and spir-
ituality are present. From 
Baijnath to Kathgarh, in 
this land, the infinite grace 
of Baba Bhole is always with 
us all,” he said.

British Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak on Wednesday faced 
first ministerial trouble as 
one of his close allies and em-
battled ministers resigned 
from the Cabinet pending 
an investigation into allega-
tions of bullying against him.

Sir Gavin Williamson, who 
was minister of state without 

portfolio as of yet was ac-
cused of abusive behaviour 
towards fellow Conserva-
tive Party colleagues and 
civil servants after which 
he posted his resignation on 
Twitter.

Mr Sunak said he accepted 
Williamson’s resignation 

“with great sadness” and 
thanked him for his “per-
sonal support and loyalty”.
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MAny new fAces 

Poll planners 

Bharatiya Janata Party’s Central Election Committee (CEC) 
meeting underway at BJP HQ, in New Delhi on Wednesday. ANi

 This may pave the way for his much-awaited extradition to India
 The businessman appealed against extradition on mental health ground
 The UK Court says ‘no features of psychotic illness’ is found
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assembly elections

excise policy scamwrongful allotment

The Aam Aadmi Party on Tuesday released a list of star cam-
paigners for the upcoming assembly polls in Gujarat, where 
the party is looking to take on the ruling BJP.

Big names of the party, including Delhi Chief Minister and 
party supremo Arvind Kejriwal, his deputy in the Delhi gov-
ernment, Manish Sisodia, and Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann, are among the star campaigners of the party. 
AAP MPs Sanjay Singh and Raghav Chadha also feature in 
the list of 20 star campaigners for Gujarat, where the party 
is eying to make inroads.

Harbhajan Singh, a former cricketer and Rajya Sabha MP 
from Punjab, will be a star campaigner for the party in Gu-
jarat.

Besides, AAP’s Chief Ministerial candidate in the state, Isu-
dan Gadhvi, and the party’s state president, Gopal Italia, in 
Gujarat are also on the list.

Others who feature in the list include Alpesh Kathiria, 
Yuvraj Jadeja, Manoj Sorathia, Jagmal Vala, Raju Solanki, 
Praveen Ram, Gauri Desai, Mathur Baldaniya, Ajit Lokhil, 
Rakesh Hirapara, Baljinder Kaur, and Anmol Gagan Mann.

Notably, in the list, two women ministers of the Punjab gov-
ernment, Baljinder Kaur and Anmol Gagan Mann, have also 
been named.

The Rouse Avenue Court on 
Wednesday reserved its order 
on the bail petitions moved by 
Hyderabad-based business-
man Abhishek Boinpally and 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
communication in-charge 
Vijay Nair in connection with 
the alleged Delhi excise policy 
scam.

Judge MK Nagpal reserved 
the order after the conclusion 
of the bail arguments made by 
the accused’s lawyer and by 
the prosecution agency. The 
court said the order will be 
passed on the bail petitions 
on 14 November, 2022. On 27 
September, the CBI arrested 
businessman Vijay Nair, the 
former CEO of event manage-
ment company.

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) has attached assets 
worth Rs 14.23 crore belong-
ing to the wife of a retired 
IPS officer, a Chennai-based 
businessman, and the son of 
a Secretary to the then Chief 
Minister of Tamil Nadu in 
a money laundering case 
linked to wrongful allot-
ment of Government Discre-
tionary Quota (GDQ) plots in 
Tamil Nadu.

The agency said properties 
belong to Parvin Jaffar, wife 
of MS Jaffar Sait (retd-IPS); R 
Durgashankar, son of Raja-
manickam, former secretary 
to the then Chief Minister of 
Tamil Nadu; and T Udayaku-
mar, proprietor of Landmark 
Construction, Chennai. Out 
of the total proceeds of crime 
generated by three of them, 

movable and immovable 
properties worth Rs 14.23 
crore have been provision-
ally attached, the ED said.

ED initiated a money laun-
dering investigation on the 
basis of an FIR registered 
by the Directorate of Vigi-
lance and Anti-Corruption 
(DVAC) against seven indi-
viduals namely M S Jaffar 
Sait, Former IG Police (Intel-
ligence wing), Tamil Nadu 
Police; Parvin, wife of Jaffar 
Sait; K Murugaiya, Executive 
Engineer, Tamil Nadu Hous-
ing Board, Chennai; K Raja-
manickam, IAS (Retd), the 
then Secretary to Ex. Chief 
Minister of Tamil Nadu; R 
Durgashankar, son of K Ra-
jamanickam; I Periyasamy, 
Former Minister for Hous-
ing, Govt of Tamil Nadu; and 
T Udayakumar, a private 
person having firm Land 
Mark Construction.

The investigation by ED 
revealed that wrongful allot-
ment of Government Discre-
tionary Quota (GDQ) plots 
was done by I Periyasamy, 
the then Minister of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, 
Government of Tamil Nadu.

“A residential plot was al-
lotted to Jaffar Sait under 
GDQ without his being eli-
gible for such an allotment. 
Rajamanickam who was the 
then Secretary to the then 
Chief Minister M Karunani-
dhi got the adjacent plot allot-
ted to his son R Durgashan-
kar in violation of the norms 
of GDQ,” the ED said in a 
statement.

It said that Parvin Jaffar and 
R Durgashankar entered into 
an agreement with Udayaku-
mar of Land Mark Construc-
tion for joint development of 
the combined land to maxi-
mize the fruits of crime.
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Kerala Governor Arif Mohammed Khan’s legal advisor and 
the standing counsel of the Chancellor resigned from their 
respective posts on Tuesday, the Rajbhavan public relations 
officers said on Wednesday.

The Kerala governor’s legal advisor, senior advocate Jaju 
Babu, and standing counsel for the Chancellor of the state 
universities, MU Vijayalakshmi, mentioned “for reasons 
known to you also” in their resignation letters. Meanwhile, 
Rajbhavan sources informed us that senior advocate Dr. S. 
Gopakumaran Nair has been on duty for both positions since 
Tuesday, following their resignations.

Jaju Babu and MU Vijayalakshmi quit their posts after Gov-
ernor Arif Mohammad Khan sought the resignations of the 
vice chancellors of all nine universities in the state.

As per an order issued by the Governor-Vice Chancellors of 
the University of Kerala, Mahatma Gandhi University, Cochin 
University of Science and Technology, Kerala University of 
Fisheries and Ocean Studies, Kannur University, APJ Abdul 
Kalam Technological University, Sree Sankaracharya Uni-
versity of Sanskrit, University of Calicut, and Thunachath 
Ezhuthachan Malayalam University have been asked to re-
sign from their posts.

Later, the VCs of nine universities moved the High Court, 
challenging the governor’s order to tender their resignations.

The Governor had also appointed Ciza Thomas as vice 
chancellor in charge of the APJ Abdul Kalam Technological 
University (KTU) in Thiruvananthapuram.

The Pinarayi Vijayan-led Kerala government had also asked 
the High Court to stay the appointment of state university 
chancellor Arif Muhammad Khan, which had been ordered 
by Kerala Governor Arif Muhammad Khan. However, the 
court on Tuesday declined to stay the appointment.

Telangana Governor 
Tamilisai Soundara-
rajan on Wednesday 

slammed the TRS govern-
ment in the state and said she 
suspected that her phone is 
being tapped.

“In a tape issue, they (state 
government) wanted to drag 
Raj Bhavan and mentioned 
Tushar. Tushar was my 
ADC...I suspect my phone is 
being tapped...Tushar was 
calling me two days ago to 

wish on Diwali. Only after 
that, they mentioned Tush-

ar...” Soundararajan said. The 
Telangana Governor and the 

KCR government in the state 
have been at loggerheads over 
some issues.

In September this year, 
Soundararajan claimed that 
the governor’s office was “hu-
miliated” under the Telan-
gana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) 
government.

She said that she was dis-
heartened by the fact that the 
governor was not allowed to 
hoist the flag on Indepen-
dence Day. Soudarajan had 
also sought to raise several 
other issues pertaining to 
the state government. The 

governor had said that the 
condition of the government 
hospitals was bad and that 
the director of a government 
hospital was getting admitted 
to a private hospital.

TRS, led by Chief Minister K 
Chandrasekhar Rao, and the 
BJP have been engaged in a 
war of words in the past. The 
two parties have made allega-
tions against each other in the 
TRS MLA poaching case.

TRS has decided to change 
its name to Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi to have a national 
footprint.

in telangana

another governor vs state govt: 
gov says 'phone is being tapped' 
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Telangana Governor Tamilisai Soundararajan

A case was registered 
against controversial priest 
Yati Narsinghanand of Das-
na Devi temple for allegedly 
making indecent remarks 
against Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and other 
prominent figures in a viral 
video, a police official said 
on Tuesday.

According to Superinten-
dent of Police Rural, Gha-
ziabad, Iraj Raja, the case 
has been registered at the 
Masuri police station. 

“A viral video came to our 

attention through social 
media in which Mahant 
Yati Narsinghanand was 
making indecent remarks 
against the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister and other great 
men. 

Taking cognizance of the 
fact that a case has been 
registered at Police Station 
Mussoorie,” the SP said in 
a video.

The police have registered 
a case under IPC sections 
153a (promoting enmity 
between different groups) 
and 295a (deliberate act in-
tended to outrage religious 
feelings).

rule of law 

priest yati narsinghanand 
booked for making indecent 
remarks against pm modi

guv vs state 
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Promoting shamelessly: Congress 
criticizes govt for lotus symbol in G20

bharat jodo yatra, a ‘sanjeevni’ 
for congress: jairam 

Hitting hard at the central 
government for including 
the lotus symbol for India’s 
G20 Presidency, which also 
happens to be the BJP’s party 
symbol, veteran Congress 
leader and spokesperson 
Jairam Ramesh said that the 
PM and BJP would not lose 
any opportunity to “promote 
themselves shamefully.”

“Over 70 years ago, Nehru 
rejected the proposal to make 
the Congress flag the flag of 

India. Now, BJP’s election 
symbol has become official 
logo for India’s presidency 
of G20!” Ramesh tweeted on 
Wednesday “While shock-
ing, we know by now that 
Modi and the BJP won’t lose 
any opportunity to promote 
themselves shamelessly!” the 
tweet added.

On Tuesday, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi launched the 
G20 logo for India’s presi-
dency via video conferencing.

An official statement from 
the government said it drew 
inspiration from the vibrant 

colours of the Indian nation-
al flag. It juxtaposes planet 
Earth with the lotus, India’s 
national flower, which reflects 
growth amid challenges.

India will take over the G20 
Presidency from the current 
chair, Indonesia, on Decem-
ber 1.

For India, the G20 Presi-
dency also marks the begin-
ning of “Amritkaal,” the 25-
year period beginning from 
the 75th anniversary of its 
independence on 15 August 
2022, leading up to the cente-
nary of its independence.

“The Bharat Jodo Yatra has 
come as a Sanjeevani for 
the Congress Party,” said 
Congress MP and General 
Secretary, Incharge of Com-
munications Jairam Ra-
mesh, at a press conference 
in Naigaon, Maharashtra, on 
Wednesday.

The press conference was 
called to announce and plan 
the Maharashtra leg of the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra. Jairam 
was joined by Maharashtra 
PCC President Nana Patole 
and former CM of Maharash-
tra Ashok Chavan, amongst 
others. Briefing about the 
Maharastra leg of the yatra, 
Ramesh said that Nanded 

happens to be the 27th dis-
trict from where the yatra 
has passed so far. The yatra 
in Maharashtra would “con-
tinue for a total of 12 days.” 
He further quoted, “It’s a 
long, 3750 km yatra, and we 
are covering around 22 km 
daily, but in Maharashtra, we 
have taken a lead, inspired by 
Chavan and Patole.”

Ramesh further stated that 
there’s a “new wave of en-
ergy” amongst the Congress 
members, workers, and sup-
porters, and they are hopeful 
for a bright future, seeing the 
success of the Yatra and the 
people’s support. Speaking 
about the turncoats in the 
Congress party, Ramesh dis-
missed them saying this ‘see-
sawing’ is all part of a cycle.

Ramesh talking about the 
timeline of the Yatra stated, 
“On the 5th of September, 
2022, Rahul Gandhi visited 
Sabarmati ashram and on 
the 7th, he paid a visit to a 
temple in Karnataka, before 
the inception of his Yatra”.

Pointing out flaws of the 
government, Ramesh said 
that congress supporters 
are on the roads because the 
country is facing problems of 
“Unemployment, Economic 
sector, and Religion”. He 
further alleged that the BJP 
is breaking the country in the 
name of religion, and caste.

Calling the BJP government 
a ‘One-Man show’, Ramesh 
put forward Congress’s 
policies and vision for the 
country.

in maharashtra

Rahul Gandhi claims BJP, 
RSS convert ‘fear into hate’

Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi on Tuesday alleged that 
the ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
agenda is to develop fear in 
the minds of people on the 
basis of discrimination and 
then convert that fear into 
hate between religions and 
castes.

Addressing a gathering in 
the Nanded district of Ma-
harashtra during Bharat 
Jodo Yatra, the Congress MP 
said, “BJP and RSS agenda 
is fixed, they first developed 
fear into people’s mind,and 
then convert that fear into 
hate between religions and 
castes. We will continue our 
Bharat Jodo Yatra and it will 
end in Jammu and Kashmir 
in Srinagar.” Slamming the 
Centre over demonetization, 
Rahul Gandhi said that the 
BJP government’s decision 

destroyed poor farmers, 
small businessmen, shop 
owners and others.

“On this date, PM Naren-
dra Modi came on televi-
sion around 8 pm and said 
that his government is do-
ing demonetization. He told 
the public that it was for the 
betterment of their life but 
demonetization destroyed 
farmers’ life, poor people and 
small businessmen,” he said.

The Congress leader fur-
ther said that PM Modi failed 
in demonetization and he 
destroyed poor farmers’ life 
and small MSME workers.

He further said that BJP 
closed industries, business-
es and other employment 
sources for the people.

“Today some students 
came and told me that they 
want jobs and better employ-
ment in India. They told me 
they (BJP) closed industries, 
businesses and other em-
ployment sources, they put 
GST also,” Rahul Gandhi 

said.
“I spoke with one farmer 

he told me about Pradhan 
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima, 
we put money in Bima yojna 
and that money go into rich 
people’s pocket, they won’t 
give us anything,” he added.

Remembering Congress 
Seva Dal leader Krishna Ku-
mar Pandey, who died while 
participating on the 62nd day 
of the Bharat Jodo Yatra in 
Maharashtra, Rahul Gandhi 
said, “You all walk with us 
in this Bharat Jodo Yatra the 
whole day you all gave your 
love to this yatra thanks for 
that. Behind me Krishna Ku-
mar Pandey’s image is there 
he gave his life to Bharat Jodo 
Yatra, his body won’t come to 
Srinagar but his soul must.” 
The Bharat Jodo Yatra en-
tered its Maharashtra leg on 
Monday evening. The yatra 
has already covered parts of 
Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and 
Telangana.

top of the day

indian 
citizenship to 
hindus from 
neighbouring 
countries
NEW DELHI: DMs of 31 
districts, home secretar-
ies of nine states have 
been given powers to 
grant citizenship to Hindus, 
Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, 
Parsis and Christians 
coming from Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, and Afghani-
stan under Citizenship 
Act 1955. The nine states 
where Indian citizenship is 
given under the Citizen-
ship Act, 1955 to non-
Muslim minorities from 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and 
Afghanistan are Gujarat, 
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, 
Haryana, Punjab, Madhya 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, 
Delhi and Maharashtra as 
of now. Assam and West 
Bengal, where the issue 
is politically sensitive, has 
not been given the powers 
so far. The delegation of 
powers, the report said, 
will speed up the process 
of granting Indian citizen-
ship to the aforesaid cat-
egory of migrants as the 
decision would be taken at 
the local level.

police seizes 
arms from 
aurangabad
AURANGABAD: The Bihar 
police in a joint operation 
recovered several arms 
and ammunition on 
Wednesday. The joint 
operation was launched by 
a team of 205 Commando 
Battalion for Resolute 
Action (CoBRA) and Bihar 
Police in the Kariba Dobha 
area of Bihar’s Aurang-
abad district on the basis 
of intelligence inputs. The 
CRPF was then informed 
about the recovery of two 
factory-made 9mm pistols, 
two country-made pistols, 
three pistol magazines, 
two Indian Small Arms 
System (INSAS) maga-
zines, and 120 rounds of 
5.56 INSAS. 

president 
droupadi murmu 
to visit odisha 
NEW DELHI: President 
Droupadi Murmu will visit 
Odisha from November 
10 to 11, 2022. This will be 
her first visit to the state 
after being sworn in as 
President of India. Accord-
ing to Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
President will offer her 
prayers to Lord Jagan-
nath at Shree Jagannath 
Temple, Puri on November 
10, 2022. Thereafter, she 
will reach Bhubaneswar 
where she will pay her 
tributes before the statues 
of prominent freedom 
fighters and leaders. In the 
same evening, the Presi-
dent will attend the civic 
reception to be hosted in 
her honour at Raj Bhavan, 
sources said.

defence minister 
interacts with 
leadership of 
indian army
NEW DELHI: Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh on 
Wednesday said the Indian 
Army was one of the most 
trusted and inspiring or-
ganisations in the country. 
Addressing the ongoing 
Army Commanders’ Con-
ference held in Delhi from 
November 7-11, Singh 
highlighted the stellar 
role played by the Army in 
guarding our borders and 
fighting terrorism apart 
from providing assistance 
to the civil administration 
whenever called for. 
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Days before the Gujarat 
assembly elections, Con-
gress MLA Bhagvanbhai 
D. Barad on Wednesday 
tendered his resignation 
from all posts in the party.

Seeking acceptance of 
his resignation from Gov-
ernor Acharya Devvrat, 
Barad said, “I, Bhagvanbhai 
Barad, MLA, hereby give 
my resignation from the 
91-Talala Constituency and 
from the primary member-
ship of the Indian National 
Congress. Please accept it.”

Later, Barad resigned 

from all positions in the 
INC to Nimaben Acharya, 
Speaker of the Gujarat Leg-
islative Assembly.

In another major jolt to the 
party on Tuesday, veteran 
congress leader and 11-time 
MLA Mohan Singh Rathwa, 
who is a prominent tribal 
leader, along with his sons 
Rajubhai Rathwa and Ran-
jit Bhai Rathwa and other 
party members, joined the 
Bharatiya Janata Party in 
Ahmedabad.

Rathwa, on the other 
hand, claimed that the rul-
ing BJP’s development ef-
forts inspired him to take 
the action.

another jolt to congress before 
gujarat polls: mla bhagvanbhai 
barad resigns
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self reliant

In yet another step to boost fertiliser 
production in India, the Prime Minis-
ter will inaugurate the fertiliser plant 
at Ramagundam in Telangana on 12th 
November. On 7 August 2016, the 
Prime Minister also laid the founda-
tion stone for the Ramagundam Proj-
ect.

Since 2014, the Prime Minister has 
made special efforts to restart fertil-
iser plants that had been idle for many 
years. The driving force behind the 
revival of fertiliser plants across the 
country is the vision of the Prime Min-
ister to achieve self-sufficiency in pro-
duction of urea.

In December 2021, Prime Minister 
dedicated to the nation the Gorakh-
pur Fertilizer Plant, whose foundation 
stone was also laid by him on 22nd 

July, 2016. This plant was lying shut 
for more than 30 years, it was revived 
and built at a cost of around Rs. 8600 
crore.

Last month in October, Barauni Plant 
of Hindustan Urvarak & Rasayan Lim-
ited (HURL) had also commenced urea 
production. Government had mandat-
ed HURL to revive the Barauni plant 
with an estimated investment of more 
than Rs. 8,300 crores with urea pro-
duction capacity of 12.7 LMTPA.

PM Modi had laid the foundation 
stone for the revival of the Sindri Fer-
tilizer project of HURL on 25th May, 
2018. It is also expected to be commis-
sioned shortly. Similarly, he had also 
laid the foundation stone for revival 
of Talcher fertiliser project on 22nd 
September, 2018. This plant is based 
on coal gasification technology and is 
expected to be commissioned in 2024. 
After operationalization of all these 

urea plants at Ramagundam, Gorakh-
pur, Sindri, Barauni and Talcher, they 
will add to 63.5 LMT per annum of 
urea leading to reduction in the import 
of urea. They will help significantly in 
moving closer to the goal of achieving 
Aatmanirbharta in Urea production.

Since taking office in 2014, Prime 
Minister Modi has prioritised increas-
ing indigenous fertiliser production 
and timely fertiliser supply to farmers. 
The government announced the New 
Urea Policy, 2015, for the existing 25 
gas-based urea units, with the goal of 
increasing indigenous urea produc-
tion, promoting energy efficiency in 
urea production, and rationalising the 
government’s subsidy burden. The im-
plementation of NUP-2015 has led to 
additional production from the exist-
ing gas based urea units, due to which 
the actual production of urea has in-
creased significantly.

PM’s efforts to make India Aatmanirbhar in Urea
TDG NETWORK
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shocking

A man was arrested for al-
legedly stoning his friend 
to death after the latter re-
portedly hurled abuse for 
not providing him money to 
buy a flat in Delhi, the police 
said.

Narender Singh alleg-
edly hit his friend Krishna 
Kumar’s head twice with 
a stone after both of them 
drank together inside San-
jay Van, which falls un-
der the Kishangarh police 
station area, on Monday, 
they added. Subsequently, 
the police solved the blind 
murder by arresting the ac-
cused, Narender Singh (40), 
in Mehrauli on Tuesday af-
ter analysing technical and 
manual surveillance during 
the investigation, the police 
added.

Both the accused, Naren-
der Singh, and the victim, 
Krishna Kumar (45), were 
friends and residents of Me-
harauli.

The victim is survived by 
his wife and four children, 
including three girls and a 
boy.

On Monday, the victim’s 
body was discovered inside 
Sanjay Van, with a head in-
jury caused by a blunt ob-
ject.

Subsequently, a first infor-
mation report (FIR) under 
Section 302 of the Indian 
Penal Code was registered 
at Kishangarh police station.

The police constituted 
three teams for investigat-
ing the case.

During investigation, it 
was found that Narender 
Singh- who works as a sales-
man in a cloth shop- was vic-
tim’s family friend.

Drunken man stones 
frienD to Death in 
Delhi, arresteD
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

As the MCD election is to 
take place next month, the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
held a crucial meeting to 
review the party’s prepara-
tion. The party will launch 
the “Kejriwal Ki 10-Guar-
antee” on Thursday in the 
national capital.

Senior leader Manish Si-
sodia, during a media brief-
ing, said, “A meeting of the 
senior leaders was held un-
der CM Arvind Kejriwal to-
day. The meeting took note 
of how the BJP-ruled-MCD 
has been working so far. 
We have discussed in de-
tail what the AAP plans to 
do for the common people 

through the MCD, and how 
to help the traders, youth, 
and elderly of Delhi. It has 
been decided that CM Ar-
vind Kejriwal will launch 
the ‘Kejriwal is Guarantee’ 
campaign under the MCD 
too. Under this, 10 guar-
antees will be announced, 
aiming to solve the woes of 
Delhiites.”

Currently, the list of candi-
dates is to be decided based 
on on-ground surveys, and 
every application is to be ac-
cessed. 

The office bearers are in 
charge of preparing for the 
election in all 250 MCD 
seats.The decentralised 
strategy of AAP regarding 
MCD was discussed, and in-
structions have been given 

to all AAP MLAs to monitor 
the Jansamvad campaign. A 
discussion was also held on 
the strategy of conducting 
more than 500 mass public 
dialogues every day.

Senior leaders of the party 
like Deputy CM Manish Si-
sodia, Delhi Environment 
Minister Gopal Rai, and 
other MLAs were present at 
the meeting.

In a tragic incident, 
Samajwadi Party MLA 
Haji Irfan Solanki of 

Shishamau and his brother 
Rizwan Solanki bullied 
a woman named Minaz, 
whose house was set on 
fire by them while she was 
away. The woman lives ad-
jacent to Solanki’s house in 
the Defense Colony in Jan-
pad, Kanpur. 

The woman, in an in-
terview, has claimed that 
the Solanki brothers have 

been after her land for a 
long time, have been re-
sponsible for the death of 
her father, and have also 
targeted his brother, who 
they wrongfully incarcer-
ated and tortured. She 
claimed it was not the first 
time they tried to do some-
thing like this, and a case 
had also been registered by 
her family in the court, but 
to no avail.

MLA Haji Irfan Solanki 
and his brother, Irfan So-
lanki, from the SP, have had 
many criminal cases against 
them from the times of the 

Samajwadi Party govern-
ment, and the hooliganism 
continues in the time of the 
Yogi government too, claims 
the woman.

In response to the com-
plaint filed again by the 
victim, a police team from 
adjoining Thanas raided the 
house of Haji Irfan Solanki 
late at night to execute an 
investigation. Haji Irfan So-
lanki has denied the charges 
and appealed to the Yogi 
government to intervene 
with the police investiga-
tions and form a committee 
to investigate the matter.

in uttar praDesh

sp mla, his brother 
harass woman 
over lanD
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A PMLA court in Mumbai 
on Wednesday granted bail 
to Shiv Sena leader and MP 
Sanjay Raut in connection 
with the Patra Chawl land 
scam case.

Along with Sanjay Raut, 
the second accused in this 
case, Praveen Raut was also 
granted bail by the PMLA 
court. Sanjay Raut got bail 
today after about 102 days.

Raut was arrested by the 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on August 1 in connec-
tion with alleged financial 
irregularities in the redevel-
opment of the Patra Chawl 
in suburban Goregaon, 
Mumbai.

When the court pro-
nounced the order, family 
members and supporters of 
the Shiv Sena MP clapped 
inside the courtroom and 
corridor of the court.

Meanwhile, the Additional 
Solicitor General has sought 
a stay on the execution of the 
bail order for a short period 
so that ED can appeal in a 
higher court against the or-
der of Mumbai’s PMLA court.

Mumbai’s PMLA court 
will pronounce the order on 
demand of a stay on the ex-
ecution of Sanjay Raut’s bail 
order at 3 p.m. on Tuesday.

The Shiv Sena leader is 
accused of receiving a part 
of the money from middle-
man Praveen Raut, who had 
allegedly earned it illegally 
in the case of the redevelop-
ment of Patra Chawl, located 
in Mumbai’s Goregaon. It is 
also alleged that Sanjay Raut 
bought properties in Dadar 
and Alibaug with that money.

Sanjay Raut has been con-
tinuously lodged in Arthur 
Road Jail in Mumbai since 
August 1. Former Home 
Minister Anil Deshmukh and 
former minister Nawab Ma-
lik are also lodged in this jail.

This news is being consid-
ered a relief for the Maha Vi-
kas Aghadi alliance before 
the municipal elections.

Sanjay Raut is an aggressive 
Shiv Sena spokesperson and 
has a good hold on his party 
cadre.

On June 28 of this year, San-
jay Raut was summoned by 
the ED in connection with 
the prevention of the money 
laundering case pertaining 
to the Rs 1,034 crore Patra 
Chawl land scam.

Back in August, the wife of 
Shiv Sena MP was also sum-
moned by the agency in con-
nection with the Patra Chawl 
land case.

The MP’s wife, Varsha 
Raut, was summoned by 
the central agency after the 
ED officials raided the Shiv 
Sena leader’s home and after 
detaining and questioning 
him (Sanjay Raut) for several 
hours, arrested him.

Raut is a close aide of former 
Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Uddhav Thackeray.

During the raids, ED of-
ficials seized Rs 11.50 lakh 
in unaccounted cash from 
his residence, according to 
sources. 

Soon after the ED officials 
detained him in connection 
with the Patra Chawl land 
scam case, the Shiv Sena 
leader said that he “won’t be 
cowed down.” Raut is being 
probed in connection with 
the redevelopment of Mum-
bai’s Patra Chawl.

patra chawl lanD scam case

court grants bail 
to shiv sena leaDer 
sanjay raut

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal

aheaD of polls

AAP to launch ‘Kejriwal ki 
10-guarantee’ campaign 

unDer attack

Kejriwal splashed crores collected as environment 
cess on political tourism, claims Meenakshi Lekhi

At a press conference on 
Tuesday, Union Minister 
of State Meenakshi Lekhi  
lashed out at  Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, 
claiming that “The people of 
Delhi gave the Kejriwal gov-
ernment Rs 1286.93 crore 
in environmental taxes, but 
where that money is? The 
result is that today small chil-
dren are coughing, the elderly 

are suffering from lung dis-
eases, and there are hospitals 
in Delhi where only hoard-
ings of glowing faces of Kejri-
wal can be found, but patients 
wander here and there due to 
a lack of basic testing facili-
ties.” Shri Harish Khurana, 
the state spokesperson, was 
also present at the press con-
ference.

Lekhi said that Kejriwal 
claims to have installed 10 
smog towers, and Rs. 80 
lakh per month is shown in 

the name of repair, but de-
spite that, the smog tower is 
not working. “These days, 
Kejriwal is busy with his po-
litical tours to other states on 
the tax money of Delhiites, 
but the needs of Delhiites are 
not met. He said that out of 
Rs 1286.93 crore collected as 
environment cess, only Rs 
272.51 crore has been spent in 
2015-16, of which Rs 265 crore 
has been spent on the Delhi-
Meerut Rapid Red Transport 
System.”

The Minister said that Ke-
jriwal repeatedly blames the 
Lt Governor of Delhi, saying 
that if the vehicle on-off sys-
tem had not been stopped, the 
environment of Delhi would 
have improved, but the real-
ity is that the Delhi Pollution 
Department has an authentic 
anti-pollution record. She 
said that when AAP was not 
in Punjab, he used to say that 
Punjab’s stubble burning was 
the cause of Delhi’s toxic air, 
but when Punjab came into 

his hands, he started blaming 
the Lt. Governor. Cases have 
increased from 34 percent 
earlier.

According to Meenakshi 
Lekhi, the Central Govern-
ment issued guidelines and 
established Eastern-Western 
Peripherals, but the Kejriwal 
Administration took no con-
crete steps. She said that the 
reality is that Delhi’s part time 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal has not done any work for 
the prevention of pollution.

safety

DCW issues notice for security 
of the family members of 
Chhawla gang rape victim

The Chairperson of the Del-
hi Commission for Women, 
Swati Maliwal, has taken 
suo moto cognizance for 
the welfare of the family of a 
19-year-old gang rape victim 
whose body was discovered 
mutilated in Haryana three 
days after she was abducted 
in 2012. The woman was a 
resident of Chhawla, Delhi, 
and was abducted from 
Qutub Vihar. The girl was 
subjected to the utmost hor-
rors before being brutally 
murdered.

According to media re-
ports, the girl was gang 
raped, acid was poured over 
her eyes, a glass bottle was 
inserted in her private parts, 
and she was burned with 
cigarettes and iron rods be-
fore being finally murdered. 

In 2014, the trial court con-
victed the accused and ac-
corded the death penalty 
to them. The Hon’ble High 
Court of Delhi also upheld 
the judgment, considering 
the matter to be the rarest of 
rare cases.

The Hon’ble Supreme 
Court has expressed its dis-
pleasure over the manner 
in which the investigation 
and trial were conducted 
and has acquitted all three 
accused persons, pointing 
out inadequate evidence 
and improper investigation 
along with certain other 
lapses.

In the notice issued to Del-
hi Police, the commission 
has stated that the matter 
is extremely sensitive, and 
considering the fact that the 
perpetrators are roaming 
free, high level security must 
be immediately provided to 

the immediate family mem-
bers of the deceased girl.

The commission has sought 
an action taken report in the 
matter from the police and 
has asked the police to indi-
cate the level of security pro-
vided to the immediate fam-
ily members of the victim. 
Delhi Police has also been 
asked to inform the commis-
sion about other steps taken 
to ensure their safety and se-
curity in 48 hours.

Maliwal stated, “I am 
deeply anguished by the 
heinous crime that was per-
petrated and the trajectory 
of the case, which ultimately 
led to the denial of justice to 
the deceased and her fam-
ily. It is deeply upsetting 
on many levels and raises 
several questions about our 
system. The commission is 
seeking a legal opinion in 
the matter.”

top of the day

fake call centre 
racket busteD in 
Delhi’s chemist 
shop 
NEW DELHI: In a local 
chemist shop in Delhi’s 
Uttam Nagar area, a fake 
call centre was being op-
erated from what seemed 
like a chemist shop. More 
than 1700 people have 
already been reported to 
have been conned by this 
team of callers, who were 
sending bulk messages 
to people offering loans at 
low rates of interest with 
a call-back number. On 
being called back, the call 
centre executives began 
extracting money from 
these callers in the name 
of processing fees and 
other charges. No loan 
was ever provided, and 
the numbers were later 
closed. The police have 
arrested 12 people in this 
regard who were a part of 
this whole operation, two 
of whom are the prime 
masterminds.

eD raiDs 
sallarpuria 
sattva group, 
freezes assets
NEW DELHI: Directorate 
of Enforcement (ED) con-
ducted searches under the 
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA), 2002 
on the Sallarpuria Sattva 
Group and froze assets 
in form of bank balances 
of Rs. 49.99 crore lying in 
316 bank accounts, as per 
an official press release 
from ED. ED has also 
seized cash in the form of 
Indian currency of 29 lakh 
approximately and foreign 
currencies (of multiple 
countries) for which value 
is being ascertained. The 
searches were conducted 
in connection with an 
ongoing investigation 
under PMLA, 2002 into 
the money laundering 
by Heera Group through 
layering and transferring 
the crime proceeds.

up govt seeks 
to increase 
it sector's 
contribution  
to gsDp
LUCKNOW: The plans of 
the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment headed by Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
to make the state a $1 
trillion economy gained 
momentum after the 
state government set an 
ambitious target of in-
creasing the contribution 
of Information Technol-
ogy (IT) and Information 
Technology-Enabled 
Services (ITES) sector to 
the Gross State Domestic 
Product (GSDP) from 
$6.93bn to $74bn in the 
next five years.

centre Deputes 
high-level team 
to mumbai to 
manage measles 
outbreak
NEW DELHI: In a bid 
to assess and manage 
the upsurge in measles 
cases in Mumbai, the 
Union Ministry of 
Health and Family 
Welfare has decided 
to depute a three-
member high-level 
multi-disciplinary team 
in the city. The team 
will assist the State 
Health Authorities in 
instituting public health 
measures and facilitate 
operationalising 
requisite control and 
containment measures. 
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in the courts
SC SAyS IT WANTS TO CON-
CluDE hEARING ON plEAS 
ON DEmONETIzATION
NEW DELHI: The Constitution Bench 
of the Supreme Court on Wednesday 
deferred until 24 November hearing the 
pleas challenging the Center’s decision to 
demonetize currency notes of Rs 500 and 
Rs 1,000 in 2016 and said that they want 
to conclude the hearing on this issue this 
year. A five-judge bench of Justices Abdul 
Nazeer, BR Gavai, AS Bopanna, V Rama-
subramanian, and BV Nagarathna was 
hearing pleas challenging the Center’s 
decision to demonetize currency notes of 
Rs. 500 and 1,000 in 2016. Justice Nazeer 
fixed the matter for further hearing on 
24th November. Justice Gavai said that 
they want to finish this matter this year.
Meanwhile, Attorney General R. Venkata-
ramani is requesting a week to prepare 
the comprehensive affidavit that the court 
directed him to file at the previous hearing.

SC mullS puTTING 
NAVlAKhA uNDER hOuSE 
ARREST fROm JAIl
NEW DELHI: While indicating that it will 
allow Bhima Koregaon accused Gautam 
Navlakha to be put under house arrest 
because of his health condition, the 
Supreme Court on Wednesday asked 
the National Investigation Agency (NIA) 
to inform what restrictions it wants to 
be imposed on him. A bench of Jus-
tices KM Joseph and Hrishikesh Roy 
posted the matter for Thursday and 
asked Additional Solicitor General SV 
Raju appearing for National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) to apprise it of the 
restriction that the agency wants to be 
imposed on Navlakha during the house 
arrest. “Place whatever restrictions. At 
least let him remain in house arrest for 
a few days,” the bench said. It added, 
“Get instructions about restrictions. We 
will keep it as the first case tomorrow.” 
Raju vehemently opposed Navlakha’s 
plea seeking direction that he be placed 
under house arrest instead of judicial 
custody in Taloja jail, Maharashtra.
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ahead of polls

In his second political 
rally in a day in the hill 
state, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi addressed 
the public in Himachal’s Su-
janpur.

Taking a dig at the Con-
gress party, he noted that it 
had left with no power in the 
area which was considered 
the party’s stronghold. “The 
condition of Congress is dete-
riorating day by day. The area 
which was once considered 
Congress’s stronghold, they 
have been completely wiped 
out from there. Congress 
has a history of false prom-
ises and false guarantees,” 
he said.

Himachal Pradesh will go 
to the poll on 12 November 
and the results coming out 
on 8 December.

He accused Congress of 
betraying the people of Hi-
machal Pradesh during their 
rule.

“The people of Himachal 
are the biggest sufferers of 
the betrayal and deceit com-
mitted by Congress during 
their rule for many years. 
Whereas BJP has made con-

stant efforts to provide basic 
facilities to every doorstep of 
Himachal,” he said adding, 
“The people of Himachal 
have understood the reality 
Congress very well. Congress 
feels that Himachal will al-
ways run on its five-year for-
mula. That’s why Congress 
leaders don’t care about Hi-
machal and its people.”

He further said that the BJP 
was doing great in the region 
where it was considered 
weak.

“Today the people of Him-
achal and the entire country 
have great faith in the BJP. 
The country’s trust in the BJP 
is getting stronger. Just two-
three days ago, the results of 
the by-elections have come 

in some states of the coun-
try. Where the BJP was once 
considered weak, people 
have bloomed lotus flowers 
in large numbers,” Modi said.

Modi also said that the gov-
ernment was giving a lot of 
encouragement to the wom-
en in the security forces.

“We are also increasing the 
number of military schools 
and girls are getting admis-
sion in it. Our government is 
giving a lot of encouragement 
to the daughters in the police 
force and central security 
forces also,” PM said.

Modi also claimed that the 
participation of women in the 
central forces has increased 
from 17 thousand to more 
than 35 thousand.

“Post-independence till 
2014, there were around 1 
lakh daughters in the police 
service in the country. In the 

last 8 years, this number has 
increased to about 2.25 lakh. 
Similarly, the participation of 
daughters in central forces 

has increased from 17 thou-
sand to more than 35 thou-
sand. And it is increasing 
continuously,” PM said.

Congress betrayed people of 
himaChal pradesh: pm modi 
TDG NETWORK
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PM Narendra Modi being felicitated by Union Minister Anurag 
Thakur during an election rally, in Sujanpur on Wednesday. 

empowerment

panChayat

Counter attaCk

national seCurity

in the eleveth hour

Congress’s state Mahila Con-
gress president Zainab Chan-
del on Wednesday claimed 
women were not safe in the 
state under BJP rule.

Addressing a public meeting 
in Shimla ahead of the Assem-
bly elections, on Wednesday, 
Chandel alleged that criminals 
have been emboldened on the 
watch of the BJP government, 
to the extent that they no lon-
ger spare minor girls. Citing a 
recent case at Kullu in Manali 
district where a two-year-old 
girl was allegedly brutalised 
after being abducted, Chandel 
said, “There have been similar 
incidents across the state in the 
recent past and the police and 
the administration only re-
mained a mute spectator. It is 
unfortunate and sad that not a 

single word on these incidents 
has been uttered by the state 
BJP leadership or the central 
government, which boast of 
‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’.”

She added that even in the 
recent incident of a college 
girl, who was found dead at 
Rampur in Shimla district, the 
hands of the administration 
seem to be tied as no break-
through has yet been made 
in connection with the case. 
“Criminals are committing 
murders in broad daylight and 
the police administration does 
not have a clue. There has been 
a rise in such incidents across 
the state and the BJP leaders 
are tight-lipped about them. 
Not just in Himachal Pradesh, 
even in other BJP-ruled states, 
incidents of crime against 
women are rising with every 
passing day,” she added.

The Border Security Force (BSF) 
has shot down a drone entering 
from Pakistan into Indian Ter-
ritory in the Ferozepur district 
in Punjab, the force said on 
Wednesday.

BSF’s 136 Battalion deployed 
at the border heard the buzzing 

sound of a suspected flying ob-
ject or drone entering from Paki-
stan into Indian territory in the 
area near Gandu Kilcha village in 
Ferozepur at around 11.25 pm on 
Tuesday, the force said in a state-
ment. “BSF troops fired at the 
drone in an attempt to thwart the 
incursion,” said the BSF, one of 
the Central Armed Police Forces 
mandated to guard the 3,323 km 

India-Pakistan border.
“During a search after first 

light in the concerned area, 
BSF troops along with Pun-
jab Police recovered a Hexa-
Copter or drone that had been 
brought down due to firing by 
BSF troops.” The BSF further 
said that the area has been cor-
doned off and police along with 
concerned sister agencies.

The roadshow of Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann in Nalagarh, Himachal 
Pradesh, has been cancelled 
at the eleventh hour. In his 
place, Anmol Gagan Mann, a 
minister in the Punjab govern-
ment, is assigned to do a road 
show. At the same time, the 
ruckus started before Mann›s 
roadshow. The ex-servicemen 
were opposing the visit of 
Bhagwant Mann to Nalagarh. 
Bhagwant Mann was to come 
here to campaign for the Aam 
Aadmi Party.

Former soldiers were rais-
ing slogans against the Aam 
Aadmi Party and CM Bhag-
want Mann by wearing black 
badges. The Association of Ex-
Servicemen said that all the 

promises that the Punjab gov-
ernment made in its manifesto 
before the elections in Punjab 
stand unfulfilled; only the 
people of Punjab were misled, 
and they are now coming to do 
Himachal. In Nalagarh, a huge 
number of ex-servicemen 
gathered to protest against the 
scrapping of the Guardians of 
Governance (GOG) scheme in 
Punjab.

The Aam Aadmi Party›s 
road show starts from 
Chowkiwala in Nalagarh 
and proceeds from the Old 
Bus Stand to the Aam Aadmi 
Party›s election office in Nal-
agarh. Bhagwant Mann was 
to make people aware of the 
public welfare policies of the 
Aam Aadmi Party and cam-
paign for the party›s candi-
date, Dharampal Chauhan, 
from Nalagarh. 

Union minister Anurag 
Thakur on Wednesday said 
before the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) came to power in 
2014, the poor across rural 
India did not have perma-
nent roofs over their heads 
and had to relieve themselves 
in the open for want of toilets.
The BJP MP added that the 
country’s rural poor did not 
even have bank accounts of 
their own before Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi was 
sworn into office. Address-
ing a rally at Sujanpur in 
the Hamirpur district poll-
bound Himachal Pradesh 
on Wednesday, the Union 
minister for sports and youth 
affairs said, “Before 2014, the 
poor lived in kuchha houses, 
went in open for defecation 
and did not have bank ac-
counts.”

Listing out the achieve-
ments of the Modi-led cen-
tral government, especially 
with regard to the welfare 
of the country’s rural poor, 
Thakur, who represents the 
Hamirpur constituency in 
the Lok Sabha, said the PM 
had pucca houses built for 
3.22 crore people in Himachal 
Pradesh and it was under his 
leadership that every village 
in the state was electrified.

The Union minister added 
that as part of the flagship 
‘Swachh Bharat’ (Clean In-
dia) programme of the Union 
government, the prime min-
ister had toilets built in every 
Himachal village to ensure 
that locals do not have to step 
outdoors to relieve them-
selves. He said as part of the 
Centre’s targeted outreach 
towards the rural populace 
and ensure that they derive 
the desired benefits of the 
government’s direct cash 
transfer schemes, bank ac-
counts were opened.

“(The PM) made toilets for 
every house and got bank ac-
counts opened,” the Union 
Sports minister said.

In an earlier rally in the state 
on Tuesday, the Union min-
ister claimed that the body of 
work of the BJP government 
in five years was more than 
what the previous Congress 
regimes did in 60 years.

“Compare Congress’s 60 
years of rule to our 5 years of 
rule, and you’ll see that our 
5 years of our rule will have 
more weightage. They (Con-
gress) have only stopped de-
velopments whereas we have 
brought developments to the 
state,” Thakur said while ad-
dressing a public rally in the 
Bilaspur district of Himachal 
Pradesh.” 

Dhanpat Singh, the, reported 
that the second phase of the 
Panchayati Raj Institutions 
elections went off without a 
hitch.He said that voting was 
held for Panchayat Samiti 
members and Zilla Parishad 
members in nine districts, 
namely Ambala, Charkhi 
Dadri, Gurugram, Karnal, 
Kurukshetra, Rewari, Rohtak, 
Sirsa, and Sonipat. The fate of 
1244 Panchayat Samiti mem-
bers and 158 Zilla Parishad 
members in 57 blocks across 
nine districts was sealed. 
Now, after the completion 
of the polling of all phases of 
Panchayati Raj Institutions 
in the state, the results of the 
Zilla Parishad and Panchayat 
Samiti members will be de-
clared after the counting of 
votes on November 27, added 
Dhanpat Singh. He said that 
for the second phase, the poll-
ing for the posts of Panch and 
Sarpanch in these nine dis-
tricts will be held on Novem-
ber 12. Their results will be 

declared on the same day.
The State Election Commis-

sioner congratulated all the 
employees and officers en-
gaged in election duty on the 
completion of voting for the 
second phase of Panchayat 
Samiti and Zilla Parishad 
members. 

He informed them that a 
total of 48,673,132 voters had 
been enrolled in this second 
phase. 33,44,672 voters exer-
cised their voting rights until 
7.30 pm, which is 69.1 percent 
of the total voters in these nine 
districts. At some polling sta-
tions, even at 7:30 p.m., the 
voters were seen standing 
in queues to cast their votes, 
he added. Dhanpat Singh in-
formed me that polling was 
held peacefully in all 9 dis-
tricts; no untoward incident 
was reported anywhere. Some 
incidents of malfunctioning 
EVMs were reported in some 
areas, but election officials 
quickly replaced those ma-
chines, and voting was com-
pleted, according to the State 
Election Commissioner. 
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upset

Indian Medical Association 
(IMA) has extended its sup-
port to the protesting MBBS 
students and demanded the 
government abolish the bond 
policy.

“We request Haryana CM 
that a constructive discourse 
must be established to con-
sider the demand and that 
the bond system be scrapped/
modified,” IMA wrote in the 
letter. As per a circular by the 

State Government of Haryana, 
Rs 10 lakh annual bond policy 
was supposed to remain effec-
tive for this academic year. The 
MBBS students were required 
to pay the amount at the start 
of every academic year till the 
completion of the MBBS de-
gree of four and a half years.

Upset with the State Govern-
ment notice regarding Rs 10 
lakh annual bond for students 
pursuing MBBS courses in the 
Government medical colleges 
in Haryana, MBBS students 

protested against the decision 
by the state government.

Haryana police officials al-
legedly fired water cannons 
against the protesting medi-
cos, manhandled them, and 
forcefully dragged them to 
the police station. “The nation 
is in shock to take note that 
while exercising the demo-
cratic rights to oppose such 
moves, students became a vic-
tim of barbaric police action, 
where female doctors were 
manhandled,” the letter said.

TDG NETWORK
new Delhi   

ima extends support to mbbs students, 
demands abolishment of bond poliCy

war against terror

Alert Jammu and Kashmir 
Police have busted a major 
terror module of Jaish E Mohd 
and arrested three terrorists 
in the outer Jammu city area 
with large amounts of arms 
and ammunition.

Senior Superintendent of 
Police Jammu Chanden Kohli 
said, “During the intervening 
night of November 8–9, the po-
lice party of PS Trikuta Nagar 
was clearing the traffic on the 
National Highway.” During 
the said exercise, an oil tanker 
bearing registration number 
JK02BF 2965 stationed at 
Narwal was asked to move 
forward. The same truck 
pulled over near Environ-
ment Park once more.When 
the patrolling party of the 
concerned police station was 
again asked to move forward, 
the driver took a U-Turn and 
again stopped the truck at the 
initial point, i.e., Narwal. This 
time, while de-congesting the 
area, it was noticed that it was 
the same truck that was asked 
earlier to also move forward. 
On asking the same question, 

the driver, rather than giving 
a satisfactory answer, and two 
of his associates entered into a 
scuffle with the police party.

He further said, “On this, 
the driver along with two 
associates were taken to the 
police station, and an FIR no. 
284 U/S 353 was registered in 
PS Bahu Fort. On this driver, 
Mohd. Yaseen S/O Mohd. 
Ismael R/O Puchil Pampora, 
Farhan Farooq S/O Farooq 
Ahmed R/O Drangbal Pamp-
ore, and Farooq Ahmed S/O 
Abdul Aziz Bhat R/O Drang-
bal Pampore were arrested. 
After the legal formalities, a 
signal was sent to the con-
cerned police stations of the 
accused regarding their in-
volvement in any other case so 

as to know their antecedents. 
On this, it came to our atten-
tion that the driver of the truck 
is involved in a ULAP case in 
Awantipore.” He is also a close 
associate of JeM, as per the re-
port of the concerned police 
station. As a result, suspicion 
arose, and the police party be-
gan questioning about the rea-
son for the unusual behaviour 
last night, as well as any affilia-
tion with terrorists.

“After sustained interroga-
tion, the driver Mohd Yaseen 
disclosed that they had come 
to Jammu to pick up weapons 
at the request of Shahbaaz, a 
handler of JeM who is in Pak-
istan and was asked to hand 
over to a terrorist in Valley,” 
Chanden Kohli added. 

AjAy jANDyAl
jammu  

Jammu Police busted JeM Terror 
Module, 3 terrorist arrested 

poll planning 

Keeping in view the directions 
of the Election Commission of 
India, all the political parties 
in the state have been asked 
to appoint their respective 
booth-level agents in Haryana. 
Furthermore, BLAs should 
provide full cooperation in 
the special review campaign 
of photo voter lists, which be-
gins on November 9.A meet-
ing was held on Wednesday 
under the chairmanship of 
the state Chief Electoral Of-
ficer and Principal Secretary, 
Elections Department, An-
urag Agarwal, who stated that 
according to office bearers of 
various political parties here,
It was informed in the meet-
ing that in many districts, 

including Gurugram in 
Haryana, the proportion of 
voters per population is low. 
These include women, youth, 
and people with disabilities. 
There is a need to pay more 
attention to such districts 
and assembly constituencies 
so that the names of all the 
voters who have reached the 
age of 18 can be included in 
the photo voter list. It is nec-
essary to have correct voter 
lists for transparent and fair 
elections. Booth-level agents 
can play an important role in 
this. Booth-level agents can as-
sist the Booth-level officers in 
preparing the correct electoral 
rolls by adding new voters and 
removing the names of those 
voters who have died. There-
fore, political parties should 

appoint booth-level agents at 
the earliest.

The Chief Electoral Officer 
said that this time it has been 
decided to appoint an assistant 
electoral registration officer in 
each assembly constituency 
as per the directions of the 
Election Commission. The 
assistant voting officers will 
go to the colleges and schools 
and get the names of the youth 
registered on the voter list, 
ranging in age from 18 to 19 
years of age. Apart from this, 
special attention will be given 
to the youth who are between 
the ages of 17 and 18 years, and 
they will also get their registra-
tion done. He said that such 
youth will fill up their Form 
6, and as soon as they attain 
the age of 18 years, their names 

will be entered in the revised 
voter lists to be issued on the 
due date.

It is worth mentioning that 
the claims and objections 
will be filed until December 
8 against the photo voter 
lists prepared on November 
9. Apart from this, a special 
campaign will be run on Sat-
urday and Sunday, November 
19–20, 2022, and December 
3–4, 2022. On this day, the 
booth-level officers will sit in 
the designated polling stations 
and do the work of adding and 
deleting the names of new vot-
ers from the voter lists. The 
final photo voter list will be 
published on January 5, 2023, 
after the settlement of claims 
and objections by the due date 
of December 26, 2022.
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eC direCts politiCal parties to appoint 
booth-level agents in haryana

pm to present himaChali artefaCts 
to world leaders at g20 summit 
new Delhi: prime minister narendra modi will gift various artifacts of himachal pradesh 
to the world leaders at the upcoming g20 summit next week in indonesia, where a formal 
announcement will be made of india’s presidency of the forum. as per the information, 
pm modi will present Chamba rumal, Kangra miniature paintings, Kinnauri Shawl, etc to 
the world leaders as an attempt to boost the himachal’s art and culture across the globe. 
with this, the culture of the hilly state of india will travel far and wide to numerous countries 
including the uSa, russia, japan, Brazil, uae, netherlands, and Spain.

Chamba Rumal

Chamba rumal in the truest sense is an art form that represents unique embroidery and 
was often used as a gift wrap during the 17th and 18th centuries. it is a famous embroidery-
art form that often depicts stories by weaving in together threads to narrate instances in 
different styles and techniques.

Kangra Miniature Painting

These paintings outline the values and teachings that guide society to function. The painter 
expresses his/her passion and sentiments in the picture and give them a rich and sharp 
touch with bright colors. This is another painting that pm modi will gift to world leaders. 
Kangra paintings are often made life and are used to express emotions rhythmically, i.e., in a 
way that would represent lyrical grace and beauty portraying seasons or musical modes. 

Kinnauri Shawl

Known best for its fine weaving, Kinnauri shawls have five elements, wherein red color signi-
fies fire, green represents air, white stands for water, yellow is for the earth, and ether is rep-
resented by the blue color. Symbolizing the culture and religious beliefs, these shawls involve 
extensive hand stitching and are first woven in two parts and then joined from the center.
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sunak undeR pRessuRe as 
his MinisteR quits 

soon get 
an email “letting 
you know what 
this layoff means 

for you.” 
“I want to take accountabil-
ity for these decisions and 
for how we got here,” Zuck-
erberg said in the statement 
that was also posted on the 
company›s website. «I know 
this is tough for everyone, 
and I›m especially sorry to 
those impacted.»

Zuckerberg said in the 
statement that he›d antici-
pated that the surge in e-

commerce and web traffic 
from the beginning of the 
Covid-19 lockdowns would 
be part of a permanent accel-
eration. «But the macroeco-
nomic downturn, increased 
competition, and ads signal 
loss have caused our rev-
enue to be much lower than 
expected. I got this wrong.»

Meta reported having 
more than 87,000 employ-
ees at the end of September.

The planned layoffs would 
be the first broad head-
count reductions to occur 
in the company’s 18-year 

history. 
The company said that 

while reductions will hap-
pen across the company, 
its recruiting team will be 
disproportionately affect-
ed and its business teams 
would be restructured 

“more substantially.” Meta 
will also reduce its real es-
tate footprint, review its in-
frastructure spending and 
transition some employees 
to desk sharing, with more 
cost-cutting announce-
ments expected in the com-
ing months.

another 
parent Braj. 

While some par-
ents believe that 
school reopen-

ing is a good decision, oth-
ers are of the opinion that 
online education was easy 
and safe for minors. “Senior 
students have enough sense 
to manage but it turns diffi-
cult when we talk about the 
minors. I believe the primary 
section should be given 15 
days more leaves,” said Rani. 

National Capital Region 
(NCR) also continued to wit-
ness bad air on Wednesday 
as Noida also registered very 

poor air quality with an AQI 
of 380 while Gurugram’s 
AQI stood at 336 and con-
tinued to remain in the ‘very 
poor’ category. AQI recorded 
at all major monitoring sta-
tions in the national capital 
also stood in the ‘very poor’ 
category.

Pusa recorded an AQI of 
342 while Dhirpur recorded 
an AQI of 320. Lodhi Road 
recorded 329, Delhi Airport 
(T3) recorded an AQI of 326, 
and Mathura road recorded 
an AQI of 332. The AQI at 
Delhi University stood at 360 
and at IIT Delhi stood at 306 
in ‘very poor category.’ 

The directions were is-
sued in view of the Central 
government’s panel Com-
mission for Air Quality Man-
agement (CAQM) to revoke 
the Graded Response Action 
Plan (GRAP) stage 4 after the 
national capital’s air quality 
turned ‘severe’ last week.

However, the curbs on BS 
III petrol vehicles and BS 
IV diesel vehicles will still 
continue in Delhi. Delhi 
Environment Minister Go-
pal Rai said the ban was 
imposed under Stage III of 
the Graded Response Ac-
tion Plan (GRAP); and that 
it won’t be lifted yet. 

“I worked as Chief 
Minister for five years 
with everyone’s coop-
eration. In these polls, re-

sponsibility should be given to new 
workers. I won’t contest the poll, I 
sent letter to seniors and conveyed 
it to Delhi. We’ll work to make the 
chosen candidate win,” he said. 

Chudasama said he had fought 

elections nine times in a row and 
others should get the opportunity. 

“I will not fight Assembly elections, 
have expressed it to senior leader 
of party. I’ve decided other work-
ers should get the opportunity. I’ve 
fought the elections nine times till 
now. I express my gratitude to the 
party,” he said. 

Besides the finalisation of the list 

the CEC also discussed the entire 
gamut of election planning for Gu-
jarat. “Since all the central and state 
leadership are present during this 
meeting, it is likely that a separate 
discussion will take place with the 
top brass on planning the campaign-
ing for the upcoming polls, especially 
with PM Narendra Modi having in-
structed them to target the highest 

poll numbers ever.” 
Along with the Prime Minister, the 

CEC meeting was attended by Home 
Minister Amit Shah, party chief JP 
Nadda, Gujarat Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel, state BJP chief CR Patil 
and members of the Central election 
committee including BS Yeddy-
urappa, Devendra Fadnavis and Lal 
Singh Rajpura. 

Facebook to slash 11,000 
jobs, Zuckerberg says ‘sorry’

sChools Reopen in delhi afteR 
shoRt BReak, paRents ConCeRned

Vijay Rupani, Nitin Patel, Chudasama not to 
contest Gujarat elections

quad Begins 
MalaBaR eXeRCise 

After father, son ‘Chandrachud’ becomes Chief 
Justice of India, creates history

ReBels a non-issue, BJp has Blessings 
of people in hp: anuRag thakuR

Yuva Mor-
cha, even then 
I used to travel 
a lot. The other 

party workers here told 
me that you must leave, the 
party has given you huge re-
sponsibilities. You do your 
part for the country, we will 
take care of work here. But 
I have fought four elections. 
All my party workers put 
up a great fight for me. The 
public makes me victorious. 
That is their blessing for me.

As far as meeting the peo-
ple and getting clicked with 
them and all is concerned, 
I feel it’s just a memory we 
both store in our hearts. We 
all feel nice about it.

TDG Reporter: Last time 
the public of Hamirpur 
made you victorious by a 
great margin, but if we talk 
about this election, there is 
a rebel factor. If I talk about 
Mandi, or Kullu, or Bilaspur, 
they all had rebels standing 
against you. So don’t you 
think maybe your party has 
underestimated the power 
of these rebels who are 
standing over more than 15 
of your seats. Because gen-
erally Himachal Pradesh 
has a history of government 
changing every 5 years. And 
this time, since so many reb-
els have come up, do you 
fear that this can throw a 
detrimental obstruction 
against all the efforts of the 
party, JP Nadda ji, the PM 
and yourself ?

Anurag Thakur: No one 
wants that any of their party 
workers stand up against 
them and rebel. We have all 
tried to avoid this situation. 
Some were pacified too. But 
when one starts to feel that 
their party is coming into 
power and they start devel-
oping bigger ambitions, and 
you want the ticket, we tried 
to address everyone, but not 
everyone will understand. 
Of course this will lead to 
some damage, but, overall 
all the good work we have 
done in the Pradesh, all the 
efforts put up by Jayram Ji 
will definitely benefit us. 

Q. So are you saying that 
you are confident you will 
be back in power? I am 
asking because Congress 
has already made so many 
promises. They are saying 
they will give monetary 
benefits to women, they will 
bring back the old pension 
scheme. And I have been 
constantly noticing that you, 
in all your speeches, have 
been using the word “Jhasa” 
word and asking people not 
to fall for false promises. 
Which point are you exactly 
referring to?  

A. In 2003, the Congress 
party had promised the 
public of Himachal that one 
person from every house 
hold will get employment. 
They remained in power 
for 5 years but did not fulfil 
anything, the people hence 
voted them out. They again 

brought out new reforms in 
2012, remained in power for 
next 5 years and yet again 
did nothing. Similarly Con-
gress got so many forms 
filled by farmers in Punjab, 
Chhattisgarh and Rajas-
than promising that they 
will forgo their debts but 
they ultimately did not. So 
people don’t trust them any-
more. The Congress only ac-
cumulates votes, and then 
once in power, accumulates 
notes (currency) and forgets 
about all the promises made. 
Nowhere did we say that we 
will provide 125 unit elec-
tricity free of cost, free water 
and that we will not give any 
bills for these , or that we 
will provide women above 
the age of 60 years with a 
pension, but we actually 
did this. Along with this, we 
were no 1 in vaccination. 

Then when the Centre 
brought the Ujwala Yojna, 
we introduced the Mukhya-
mantri Grahan Yojna imple-
mented by Jayram Ji in the 
Pradesh. We provided all 
the women with gas cylin-
ders and stoves for cooking. 
When the Centre brought 
the Ayushman Bharat Yo-
jna, Jayram Ji’s government 
brought the HIMCARE Yo-
jna. So our government tried 
its best to provide benefits t 
almost everybody in the 
Pradesh, and hence there 
had been a lot of improve-
ment in basic necessities like 
roads, water, electricity etc.

o f  a n t i -
drone technology 
to stop cross-bor-
der drug smug-

gling. 
“Narcotics not only ruins 
the youth of the country but 
the money earned from it 
also affects the internal se-
curity of the country, that 
is why we have to work to-
gether for its complete de-
struction. We have to make 
maximum use of anti-drone 
technology to stop the 
smuggling of drugs from 
across the border through 
drones,” Shah said while 
addressing the meeting. 

Shah made it clear that 
the union government un-
der the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is 
committed to ensuring the 
security of the nation by 
strengthening all aspects 
of security and in the last 
eight years, many impor-
tant steps have been taken 

to strengthen the internal 
security of the country. 

Noting that the Intelli-
gence Bureau has made a 
very important contribu-
tion to maintaining peace 
in the country since its In-
dependence, anonymously 
without any expectations, 
Shah pointed “our fight is 
against terrorism as well 
as its support system and 
victory over it cannot be 
achieved till we do not 
fight strictly against both of 
them”. 

The meeting held exten-

sive discussions on various 
issues related to national 
security including counter-
terrorism, threat from ex-
tremism, cybersecurity-re-
lated issues, border-related 
aspects and threats from 
cross-border elements to 
the integrity and stability of 
the Nation. 

This was part of the series 
of meetings that Shah has 
been regularly holding with 
officials of security agencies 
and the police from across 
the country as the Union 
Home Minister.

“Your 
commitment to 
successive Con-
servative govern-
ments and the 

party over the years has been 
unwavering,” he said.

However, a relentless Op-
position came down heavily 
on the Sunak government 
saying terming the episode 
as “poor judgement and lead-
ership” by Mr Sunak. 

The row over Williamson’s 
conduct has been brewing 
since the weekend, with re-
ports that outgoing Conserva-
tive Party chairman Jake Ber-
ry told the newly-appointed 
Prime Minister about the 

“bullying” complaint against 
Williamson on 24 October, a 
day before his appointment 
to the Sunak Cabinet.

Downing Street has main-
tained the new Prime Min-
ister “knew there was a dis-
agreement” but that he didn’t 
know the “substance” of the 
messages until they were 
published by ‘The Sunday 
Times’ newspaper.
“This is a damning reflection 
of a weak Prime Minister,” 

said Labour’s deputy leader 
Angela Rayner.
“Rishi Sunak appointed 
Gavin Williamson with full 
knowledge of serious alle-
gations about his conduct 
and repeatedly expressed 
confidence in him. This is 
yet another example of Ri-
shi Sunak’s poor judgement 
and weak leadership. It is 
clear that he is trapped by 
the grubby backroom deals 
he made to dodge a vote, and 
is incapable of putting coun-
try before party,” she said.

The reference to “yet an-
other” is to the reappointed 
Suella Braverman as UK 
Home Secretary just weeks 
after she was forced to resign 
for breaking ministerial rules 
by sending an official docu-
ment from her personal email.
“Rishi Sunak has serious 
questions to answer about 
why he appointed Gavin Wil-
liamson, then stood by him 
instead of sacking him. His 
promise to lead a government 
of integrity has now been left 
in tatters,” said Liberal Dem-
ocrat deputy leader Daisy 
Cooper.
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noted the 
court. 

“That is in itself 
an indication that 
they will enable 

the authorities to cope prop-
erly with Mr (Nirav) Modi’s 
condition and the risk of 

suicide. On the assumption 
that the arrangements are 
put into place in accordance 
with the GoI’s assurances, 
the residual risk is, in our 
judgment, greatly reduced, 
said the bench. 

Nirav Modi last year had 

moved High Court against 
District Judge Sam Goozee’s 
Westminster Magistrate 
Court ruling in favour of 
extradition. He is presently 
behind the bars at Wand-
sworth prison in southeast 
London. 

Shah,  Defence 
Minister Rajnath 

Singh, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman and 
others were present on 

the occasion. 
Justice Chandrachud succeeds 

Chief Justice UU Lalit who retired 
on November 9.

The senior-most judge of the Su-
preme Court of India Justice D. Y. 
Chandrachud on Wednesday has 
become the 50th head of the Judi-
ciary of the country. He will have a 
tenure till 10 November 2024. Last 
Month the Centre Government had 
notified the name of Chandrachud, 
Judge of the Supreme Court, as the 
Chief Justice of India, with effect 
from 9 November 2022.  

Soon after taking oath, Chandra-
chud assured that he would protect 
all Indians and that serving the 

nation was his priority. Talking to 
the reporters, CJI said, “To serve 
the nation is my priority. We’ll pro-
tect all the citizens of India, be it in 
terms of technology or registry re-
forms, or judicial reforms.” Chan-
drachud also paid tribute to the 
Mahatma Gandhi statue in the Par-
liament after taking the oath. 

Justice Chandrachud’s father Jus-
tice YV Chandrachud was the 16th 
Chief Justice of India serving from 
2 February 1978, to 11 July 1985. 

Justice Chandrachud is known as 
a progressive and liberal judge of 
the country. He is also considered 
as very sensitive to the fundamen-
tal rights of citizens and the most 
distinctive feature of Justice Chan-
drachud is known for his tough at-
titude towards the abusers. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi congratulated Justice 

D.Y. Chandrachud on being sworn 
in as India’s Chief Justice and 
wished him a fruitful tenure ahead.
“Congratulations to Dr Justice DY 
Chandrachud on being sworn in as 
India’s Chief Justice. Wishing him 
a fruitful tenure ahead,” PM Modi 
tweeted.

Justice Chandrachud, born on 
11 November 1959, was appointed 
judge of the Supreme Court on 13 
May 2016. He was the Chief Justice 
of the Allahabad High Court from 
31 October 2013, until his appoint-
ment to the Supreme Court.  Jus-
tice Chandrachud was the judge 
of the Bombay High Court from 29 
March, 2000, until appointment 
as Chief Justice of the Allahabad 
High Court. He had also served as 
Additional Solicitor General of In-
dia from 1998 until appointment as 
a judge in the Bombay High Court. 

He was designated as a senior ad-
vocate by the Bombay High Court 
in June 1998. 

Justice Chandrachud has been 
part of several Constitution bench-
es and landmark verdicts of the top 
court including on matters relating 
to the Ayodhya land dispute, right 
to privacy and adultery.  

He was part of the benches which 
delivered path-breaking judg-
ments on decriminalising same-sex 
relations after it partially struck 
down Section 377 of the IPC, valid-
ity of the Aadhaar scheme and the 
Sabarimala issue. 

Last month, a bench headed by 
him expanded the scope of the 
Medical Termination of Pregnancy 
(MTP) Act and the corresponding 
rules to include unmarried women 
for abortion between 20-24 weeks 
of pregnancy.

The multilateral exer-
cise, Malabar 2022, 
between the navies 

of India, Japan, the United 
States and Australia com-
menced on Wednesday with 
the opening ceremony host-
ed by the Japan Maritime 
Self-Defense Force onboard 
JS Hyuga at Yokosuka in Ja-
pan. 

Rear Admiral Sanjay 
Bhalla, Flag Officer Com-
manding Eastern Fleet, led 
the Indian delegation which 
includes commanding of-
ficers and the crew of INS 
Shivalik and INS Kamorta. 
“The multilateral Ex #Mala-
bar22 b/n the navies of In-

dia, Japan, Australia, US 
began today with an open-
ing ceremony hosted by the 
#JMSDF onboard JS Hyuga 
at Yokosuka, #Japan. RAdm 
Sanjay Bhalla #FOCEF led 
the Indian delegation com-
prising COs & crew of #INS-
Shivalik & #INSKamorta 
at the ceremony,” Indian 
Navy spokesperson said 
in a tweet. Vice Admiral 
Yuasa Hideki, Commander 
in Chief, Self Defense Fleet 
JMSDF, Vice Admiral Karl 
Thomas, Commander, US 
Navy Seventh Fleet and 
Rear Admiral Jonathan Ear-
ley, Commander of Austra-
lian Fleet participated in the 
opening ceremony along-
side personnel from their 
respective navies. 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah chairs a high-level meeting of 
Intelligence Bureau (IB) officers across the country, in New Delhi 
on Wednesday

Ghulam Nabi Azad of Democratic Azad Party on Wednesday addressed a massive public rally 
in Doda in presence of G.M. Saroori, Abdul Majid Wani, Jugal  Kishore Sharma, Aslam Goni, 
Naresh Gupta, Shyam Lal Baghat, Prithvi Raj Manhas, Pritam Kotwal, Arun kumar Raju and 
Mohammad Amin Batt.

New hope for the Valley
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TOP OF THE DAY

PM MODI TO 
INAUGURATE 
TERMINAL 2 OF 
KEMPEGOWDA 
AIRPORT
Bengaluru: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will 
inaugurate the Termi-
nal 2 of Kempegowda 
International Airport at 
Bengaluru on Novem-
ber 11, the official said 
on Wednesday. With 
the inauguration of T2, 
passenger handling 
capacity as well as coun-
ters for check-in and 
immigration will double, 
helping the people im-
mensely. Built at a cost 
of around Rs 5,000 crore, 
Terminal 2 will be able to 
handle around 5-6 crore 
passengers from the 
current capacity of 2.5 
crore annually. 

CRIME BRANCH 
ALLEGES ACTOR 
DILEEP OF 
VIOLATING BAIL 
CONDITIONS
Kochi: The Kerala High 
Court on Wednesday 
issued a notice to Malay-
alam actor Dileep on the 
appeal filed by the Crime 
Branch of Kerala Police 
that sought cancella-
tion of bail granted to 
him. Dileep is the eighth 
accused in the 2017 
Actress Assault Case 
who is now alleged of 
violating bail conditions 
by the Kerala Crime 
Branch. Earlier on June 
28, the trial court dis-
missed the plea of the 
prosecution seeking to 
cancel the bail granted 
to actor Dileep. The case 
pertains to an actress, 
who worked in Malay-
alam, Tamil, and Telugu 
films, and was allegedly 
abducted and molested 
inside her car by a group 
of men who had forced 
their way into the vehicle 
on the night of February 
17, 2017.

IT DEPT CONDUCTS 
RAIDS AT 
PREMISES OF 
INDUSTRIALIST
Raigarh: The Income Tax 
department on Wednes-
day conducted raids 
at the residence and 
factory of an industrial-
ist in Sattigudi Chowk in 
Chhattisgarh’s Raigarh. 
As per the information, 
dozens of IT officers 
are currently at the 
residence and factory 
of industrialist Sanjay 
Agarwal.  

ONE APPREHENDED 
FOR SALE OF FAKE 
CERTIFICATES
Hyderabad: A man 
has been arrested for 
selling fake educational 
certificates by local po-
lice after they received 
repeated complaints of 
the habitual offender 
said a Police official. The 
accused has been iden-
tified as Muqtar Ahmed, 
a resident of Hyderabad. 

“As part of an ongoing 
drive against the repeat 
offenders who have 
been indulging in finan-
cial frauds and collect-
ing huge amounts from 
the General Public on 
one and other pretexts, 
Commissioner of Police, 
Rachakonda invoked PD 
Act against one habitual 
fake document offender 
and detained him on 
Tuesday in Central 
Prison, Cherlapally,” the 
police official said.

ACCUSED HELD 

The Assam police have 
arrested a total of six 
teenage boys for alleg-

edly gang-raping a 13-year-old 
minor girl in the Karimganj 
district. 

As per the information, the 
incident took place under the 
limits of Ramkrishna Nagar 
police station in Southern As-
sam. The Officer-in-Charge 
of Ramkrishna Nagar police 
station has informed that 
they registered the complaint 
under the Protection Of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences 
Act (POCSO) Act on Monday, 
a few days after the incident 
took place.  

“The incident happened five-
six days before and the family 
members of the victim com-
plained about it on November 

7. Based on the complaint, we 
have registered a case under 
POCSO Act and arrested the 
accused six teenage boys on 
Tuesday,” Officer-in-Charge 
of Ramkrishna Nagar police 
station, Nilovjyoti Nath said 
adding that the arrested boys 

have been produced before 
the court.

Nilovjyoti Nath further said 
that the victim as well as the 
accused persons, all aged be-
tween 13 to 15 years belonged 
to the families of tea garden 
workers in the Ramkrishna 

Nagar area. “We have pro-
duced the accused before the 
court and sent them to the 
observation room because 
all of them are minors and 
aged below 18 years. Our in-
vestigation is underway,” he 
added The police have also 
seized the mobile phone of 
one of the accused as proof of 
the offense, as he had record-
ed the entire crime incident 
and shared it with others.
Further details are awaited.

Earlier on Monday, the 
Criminal Investigation De-
partment (CID) of Assam 
police arrested a suspended 
police officer and three doc-
tors of a government-run 
hospital in Darrang district 
for allegedly providing a 
fake post-mortem report in 
the case of rape and murder 
of a 13-year-old girl. 

TEENAGE BOYS GANG RAPE 
13-YEAR-OLD MINOR IN ASSAM
TDG NETWORK
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Nilovjyoti Nath, Officer-in-charge of Ramkrishna Nagar police station

Uttarakhand Governor Lieutenant General (Retd) Gurmit Singh 
inspects the parade during the Uttarakhand Foundation Day parade 
organized by State Police, at Reserve Police Line, in Dehradun on 
Wednesday. 

ON STATEHOOD DAY

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Wednesday 
greeted Uttarakhand on its 
statehood day and said that 
people from the hill State are 
making phenomenal contri-
butions, across many sectors, 
to nation-building. 

He also wished that Uttara-
khand keeps progressing in 
the coming years. “Statehood 
Day greetings to the people of 
Uttarakhand. This is a state 
closely associated with na-
ture and spirituality. People 
from this state are making 
phenomenal contributions, 
across many sectors, to nation-
building. May Uttarakhand 
keep progressing in the com-
ing years,” PM Modi said in a 
tweet.

Uttarakhand Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami paid 
tribute on the State Founda-

tion Day at the martyrs memo-
rial in the court.

“It has been 22 years since the 
foundation of the state of Utta-
rakhand. I pay my respects to 
the martyrs and revolutionar-
ies of the state. We are deter-
mined to build Uttarakhand as 
per their visions,” said Dhami.

The Chief Minister also in-
augurated an exhibition orga-
nized at the BJP office on the 
occasion of State Foundation 
Day in Dehradun. The state 

of Uttarakhand became the 
27th state of India on this day 
in 2000. The hill state was 
carved out of Uttar Pradesh 
on 9 November, 2000, under 
the BJP government, after a 
long-drawn agitation. 

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge also extended 
greetings on the state founda-
tion day of Uttarakhand and 
expressed that every person 
here becomes a part of the 
country’s development.

People from Uttarakhand 
making huge contributions: PM
TDG NETWORK
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IN TELANGANAFORCIBLE CONVERSION

BREEDING 

The Telangana government 
is giving pensions worth Rs 
3,000 each to differently-
abled persons to help in their 
daily lives.

The people are very happy 
and grateful to the govern-
ment for the scheme. Sharada, 
the mother of Jagan a benefi-
ciary thanked Chief Minister 
K. Chandrashekar Rao for 
sanctioning the pension.

“My son’s hands and legs are 
not well. I requested MLA sir 
and madam and they sanc-
tioned the pension. We are 
receiving Rs 3,000 pension 
now. I thank Chief Minister 
KCR for this,” she said.

Sudha, another beneficiary 
said that she received a pen-
sion after the interference of 
the MLA of her constituency.

“My nephew can’t walk or 
speak. After the interference 
of our MLA, we are receiv-
ing Rs 3,000 pension from 
the government. I thank the 
Telangana Government for 
this,” she said.

Meanwhile earlier in Sep-
tember, as a part of its welfare 
measures and social safety 
net strategy, the Telangana 
government introduced the 
‘Aasara’ pensions, with a view 
to ensuring secured life for all 
the poor. It is a welfare scheme 

of pensions to old people, wid-
ows, differently-abled and 
beedi workers.

Tahsildar of Asif Nagar, D 
Sunil Kumar said that 10,000 
new Aasara pensions have 
been sanctioned under Asif 
Nagar Mandal jurisdiction.

“We have distributed the 
sanctioned pension in a meet-
ing under the presence of 
MLAs. The remaining cards 
are distributed in the morning 
in the MRO office. Total pen-
sioners in Asif Nagar Mandal 
are 35,000 and new pensions 
are 10,000 and previous old 
pensions existing are 25,000. 
Window pensions sanctioned 
by the Telangana government 
have been given to respected 
people,” he said.

A beneficiary, Najmunisa ex-
pressed her gratitude to Chief 
Minister K Chandrashekar 
Rao as she received the widow 
pension card and received Rs 
2,100 through the card.
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DIFFERENTLY-ABLED AIDED 
BY PROVIDING PENSION

‘THE KERALA STORY’ TEASER: 
DGP ORDERS FIR

2-MONTH-OLD TIGER ‘SINGHAM’, RELEASED IN MAITRI BAGH ZOO

PROBE ORDERED

Special Officer of Education 
Department, Karnataka on 
Tuesday issued a clarification 
on the incident pertaining to 
the purported ‘photoshop’ im-
age of an adult filmstar on the 
admit card of a Teacher Eligi-
bility Test aspirant. The image 
of the admit card went viral.

The department, in a state-
ment, said that the access 
to the login to the portal be-
longs solely to the candidate 
and the department is not re-
sponsible for the said mistake. 
The department has ordered 
an inquiry into the matter. 
This came after Karnataka 

Congress social media chair-
person B.R. Naidu on Tues-
day alleged that the photo of 
a former adult film star had 
replaced that of the picture of 
the appearing candidate in the 
admit card.

“In the admit card for the 
recruitment of teachers, the 

photograph of a blue-film star 
has been published instead of 
the candidate. What else can 
be expected from the party 
watching the blue film in the 
House?” B.R. Naidu tweeted 
sharing the purported picture 
of the admit card.

Reacting to the allegations, 
the office of B.C. Nagesh who 
is the state education minis-
ter, issued a statement and 
said that the candidate has to 
upload the photo on the portal 
while filling up the application 
form, while also adding that 
when the department reached 
out to her, the candidate had 
said that her husband’s friend 
had uploaded her information 
to the portal.

A two-month-old white ti-
ger named ‘Singham’ was 
released in the Maitri Bagh 
Zoo in Chhattisgarh’s Bhilai 
district on Tuesday.

According to an official, 
breeding among tigers were 
stopped for the last two years 
due to the prevailing COVID 
pandemic. A tiger and tigress 
were brought together a few 

months ago following which 
Singham was born in Sep-

tember.
“Breeding among tigers 

was stopped for the last two 
years amid the pandemic. 
Six months ago, we brought 
Roma (Tigress) and Sultan 
(Tiger) and had a tiger cub on 
5 September. We named him 
Singham. Cub is healthy,” 
Maitri Bagh Zoo in-charge, 
N K Jain told. Earlier in Oc-
tober, four tiger cubs, aged 
around six months, were re-

leased in the open enclosure 
in the Bengal Safari near 
Siliguri.

The move was made by the 
West Bengal Zoo Authority 
after conducting various tri-
als studying the behaviour of 
the animal.

The tiger cubs which were 
released aged nearly about 
six months, which according 
to the officials, is the perfect 
age to set them free in the 

open (enclosure).
One tigress, Shila, which 

has been around in the park 
for nearly six years now, had 
given birth to four cubs on 22 
March this year.

Speaking to ANI, Director 
of Bengal Safari park, Dewa 
Sangmu Sherpa said the cubs 
were released in the presence 
of forest department minister 
Jyotipriya Mallick, and other 
forest officials.

Kerala Director general of 
police Anil Kant directed the 
Thiruvananthapuram city po-
lice commissioner to register 
FIR on the teaser of the movie 
‘The Kerala Story’. According 
to the Kerala Police, the direc-
tion was based on a complaint 
sent to Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan. A High Tech Crime 
Enquiry Cell had conducted 
a preliminary enquiry and 
a report was sent to DGP. 
“DGP’s direction was based 
on this report,” the police said.

The character in the teaser 
claimed that 32,000 girls 
from Kerala were being forc-
ibly converted and then later 

joined terrorist group ISIS.
Opposition and Congress 

leader V.D. Satheesan called 
the teaser of ‘The Kerala Story’ 
as a “clear case of misinforma-
tion” and claimed that the film 
is made to “tarnish the image 
of Kerala” in front of other 
states while also alleging that 
it is a “Sangh Parivar agenda”.

“I have seen that teaser. It’s a 
clear case of misinformation. 
There is nothing like that 
happening in Kerala. This is 
to tarnish the image of Kerala 
in front of other states. This 
is a Sangh Parivar agenda. 
They are consistently trying 
to spread hatred among peo-
ple. On what basis is the film 
made, and on what informa-
tion?” he said.
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Education dept clarifies over image 
of adult filmstar on TET admit card

Karnataka Education minister 
B.C. Nagesh  

‘Singham’ at the enclosure.

CM K. Chandrashekar Rao 

TRIBAL RESERVATIONANDHRA PRADESH

Chhattisgarh government has 
decided to convene a special 
session of the state Assembly 
next month to hold discussions 
on the situation that emerged 
after a recent High Court order 
that resulted in the reduction 
of scheduled tribes (ST) quota.

Chhattisgarh chief minis-
ter Bhupesh Baghel has sent 
a proposal to the Assembly 
speaker to convene a two-day 
special session in December on 
the issue of tribal reservation, 
he tweeted on Wednesday. In 
his tweet in Hindi, the Chhat-
tisgarh CM stated “Special 
Assembly Session- Sent a 
proposal to Assembly speaker 
Dr. Charandass Mahant Jee for 
convening a special session of 
Assembly on the issue of tribal 
reservation. The request has 
been made to convene the spe-
cial session of the Assembly on 
December one and two.”

The Chhattisgarh govern-
ment’s decision to convene 
the special session is significant 

as resentment was brewing 
among tribal communities 
over the reservation issue.

Discussions are likely to be 
held during the special ses-
sion on the situation that has 
emerged after the HC decision 
in September that resulted in 
the reduction of scheduled 
tribes (ST) quota from 32 per-
cent to 20 percent in jobs and 
admissions to educational in-
stitutions of the State.

Earlier talking to reporters 
after inaugurating the three-
day Chhattisgarh Tribal Fes-
tival on October 21, Baghel had 

made it clear that his govern-
ment would soon move the 
Supreme Court to increase res-
ervation for tribals in the state 
according to their population.

When Chhattisgarh was part 
of Madhya Pradesh, there were 
20 per cent STs and 16 per cent 
SCs in the state. After the cre-
ation of Chhattisgarh, there 
were 32 per cent STs and 13 per 
cent SCs in the state, the chief 
minister had said. In 2005, the 
Centre gave its nod to granting 
reservation in Chhattisgarh ac-
cording to population but this 
was stalled by the previous 

state government from 2005 
to 2011, he alleged.

In 2011-12, when tribals agi-
tated, the state government 
gave 32 per cent reservation to 
them, 12 per cent to SCs and 14 
per cent to OBCs, leading to a 
total of 58 per cent reservation, 
holding that any quota above 
50 per cent is unconstitutional, 
he had said. Later, two commit-
tees had been set up but they 
never presented their reports 
before the court and this led 
to the high court annulling 
the decision on reservation, 
Baghel said. The CM also said 
the state government had also 
set up a commission in this 
regard and it would submit 
its report in November.

Senior tribal leader and excise 
minister Kawasi Lakhma had 
reiterated last month the Con-
gress position that the setback 
in the High Court was caused 
as the previous BJP govern-
ment did not present the facts 
properly to defend its decision 
to enhance the reservation to 
58 per cent. 

The Andhra Pradesh police 
have booked two men for al-
legedly dumping mud on a 
mother-daughter duo who 
were trying to stage a sit-in 
protest over a property dis-
pute in a village in Andhra 
Pradesh’s Srikakulam.

Sub Inspector of Mandasa 
police, Ravi Kumar, said that 
the police have booked and 
arrested the tractor driver 
Prakasa Rao, and a relative 
of the victim women Rama 
Rao, under section 307 
(attempt to murder) of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC). 
The police have identified 
the mother-daughter duo 
as Kotra Dalamma (70) 
and Majji Savitri (around 
40) who were fighting for 
their land in Haripuram for 
the past few years. Seeking 
justice from the government 
officials, the duo has alleged 
Kotra Rama Rao (Savitri’s 
cousin), Ananda Rao and 
Prakash Rao of the same 

village for encroaching on 
the land.

The police mentioned that 
Dalamma and Savitri were 
trying to stage in protest on 
Monday as the latter’s cousin 
Kotra Rama Rao had begun 
construction on a vacant land 
whose ownership was under 
dispute and the women were 
trying to obstruct the tractor 
by pouring mud on the site. 
It was at this time when Rao 
allegedly instructed the trac-
tor’s driver to dump mud on 

these two women as a result 
of which they got partially 
buried under the red gravel.

Notably, both parties reg-
istered various cases against 
each other after the land was 
distributed among Dalam-
ma’s deceased husband and 
his siblings.

However, the two women 
are reportedly trying to claim 
their inheritance from their 
relatives.

Further information is 
awaited. 
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CHHATTISGARH GOVT DECIDES TO CONVENE 
SPECIAL ASSEMBLY SESSION ON ST QUOTA 

2 held for dumping mother and 
daughter duo over property dispute

Chhattisgarh chief minister Bhupesh Baghel.

Mother-daughter duo at the disputed land site.



The Gujarat govern-
ment has recently ap-
proved the formation 

of a committee to implement 
the Uniform Civil Code, com-
monly known as UCC. The 
committee will be headed by 
a retired HC judge and will 
consist of three to four mem-
bers. Earlier, the BJP govern-
ments in Uttarakhand and 
Himachal Pradesh had also 
announced the implementa-
tion of the UCC in their states. 
The announcement of BJP 
government has once again 
created a storm in political 
circles. Naturally, any com-
mon man will have curiosity 
to know, why this issue is so 
sensitive? What is the status 
of UCC in our constitution? 
Why BJP is emphasising for 
the implementation of UCC 
in the country, but not imple-
menting in states where it is 
ruling? and finally why this 
announcement is at the time 
of assembly election only? To 
have 360” scenario of uniform 
civil code in mind, let’s look at 
it since its beginning.  

The UCC refers to a common 
set of laws governing personal 
matters such as marriage, di-
vorce, adoption, inheritance 
and succession for all citi-
zens, irrespective of religion. 
Implementation of a uniform 
civil code across the nation is 
one of the contentious prom-
ises pursued by Bharatiya Jan-
ta Party. Currently, personal 
laws of various communities 
are governed by their religious 

scriptures. It is an important 
issue regarding secularism in 
Indian politics and continues 
to remain disputed by India›s 
political left wing, Muslim 
groups and other conservative 
religious groups and sects in 
defence of sharia and religious 
customs. In other parts of the 
country, different personal 
laws are applicable to differ-
ent religious communities. 
For instance, the Hindu Mar-
riage Act, 1955 is applicable 
to Hindus, Buddhists, Jains 
and Sikhs, the Parsi Marriage 
and Divorce Act, 1936 is ap-
plicable to matters related to 
Parsis, the Indian Christian 
Marriage Act, 1872 for Chris-
tians and the Muslim Personal 
Law (Sharia) Application Act, 
1937 is applicable to Muslims 
in personal matters.

The Article 44 of the Con-
stitution says, “The State 
shall endeavour to secure 
for the citizens a uniform civil 
code throughout the territory 
of India.” Though many po-
litical leaders have backed the 
UCC saying that it will bring 
equality to the country, some 
parties, including the All India 
Muslim Personal Law Board 
and All India United Demo-
cratic Front, have termed 
it “an unconstitutional and 
anti-minorities move”. They 
are of the opinion that India 
is a country of different castes 
and communities. There are 
different laws of different re-
ligions. If the UCC is imple-
mented, then it will affect the 
country. In their opinion, the 
BJP-led government is not 
only targeting Muslims but 
also other religions. All In-
dia Muslim Personal Law 
Board has also alleged it to be 
a rhetoric for bringing the law 
an attempt by Uttarakhand, 
Uttar Pradesh, and Central 
governments to divert the 
attention from the concerns 
of inflation, economy, and ris-

ing unemployment. 

Constitutional 
baCkground of uCC
Personal laws were first 
framed during the British Raj, 
mainly for Hindu and Mus-
lim citizens. The British feared 
opposition from community 
leaders and refrained from 
further interfering within this 
domestic sphere. Indian state 
of Goa was separated from In-
dia due to colonial rule in the 
erstwhile Portuguese Goa and 
Daman, retained a common 
family law known as the Goa 
civil code and thus being only 
state in India with a uniform 
civil code till date. Following 
India’s independence, Hindu 
code bills were introduced 
which largely codified and 
reformed personal laws in 
various sects among Indian 
religions like Buddhists, Hin-
dus, Jains and Sikhs while 
exempted Christians, Jews, 
Muslims and Parsis, being 
identified as distinct com-
munities from Hindus. 

In 1948, Nehru entrusted the 
drafting of the new code to a 

sub-committee of the Assem-
bly and nominated Ambedkar 
as its head. The questioning of 
the customs governing the pri-
vate life of the Hindus aroused 
a profound emotion, not only 
among the traditionalists of 
the Hindu Mahasabha, but 
also among leaders of the 
Congress as prestigious as 
Rajendra Prasad, who, after 
being president of the Con-
stituent Assembly had be-
come the first President of the 
Indian Republic. Prasad, in 
a letter to Patel, who himself 
showed strong reservations 
vis-à-vis such reforms of the 
Hindu traditions, rose against 
a project whose “new concepts 
and new ideas are not only 
foreign to the Hindu law but 
are susceptible of dividing ev-
ery family”. Many Congress 
members also opposed a re-
form of Hindu practices con-
cerning inheritance, marriage 
(and divorce) and adoption, as 
shown by the fate of the Hindu 
Code Bill. During the debates 
in Constituent Assembly, B.R. 
Ambedkar had demonstrated 
his will to reform Indian so-

ciety by recommending the 
adoption of a Civil Code of 
western inspiration. He had 
then opposed the delegates 
who wished to immortalize 
personal laws, especially 
Muslim representatives who 
showed themselves very at-
tached to the Sharia. Jawahar-
lal Nehru was attached to this 
code in which he saw, quite as 
Ambedkar, one of the corner 
stones of the modernization 
of India. He even announced 
that his government would 
resign if this bill was not 
passed. Ambedkar pressed 
him to submit it as quickly as 
possible to Parliament. Nehru 
asked him for a little patience 
and even split the Code into 
four subsets for defusing the 
opposition before submitting 
it to the Assembly on 17 Sep-
tember 1951. Dr Ambedkar 
had resigned from the cabinet 
in 1951 when his draft of the 
Hindu Code Bill was stalled 
by the Parliament. 

Originally, the idea of Uni-
form Civil Code was tabled by 
the National Planning Com-
mission appointed by the 

Congress in 1940. There was 
a subcommittee who was to 
examine women’s status and 
recommends reforms of per-
sonal law for gender equality. 
In 1947, UCC was sought to 
be enshrined in the Constitu-
tion of India as a fundamental 
right by Minoo Masani, Hansa 
Mehta, Amrit Kaur and Dr 
B.R. Ambedkar. The Con-
stitution Assembly debated 
UCC in 1948 and Article 44 
of Indian Constitution i.e., 
Directive Principles of State 
Policy sets implementation 
of uniform civil laws which 
is the duty of the state under 
Part IV. Reformist bills were 
passed in 1950, which gave 
Hindu women the right to 
divorce and inherit property. 
Bigamy and child marriages 
are outlawed. Since then, UCC 
has remained very sensitive 
and controversial. We shall 
discuss the politics of UCC in 
next article. 

Sudhir S. Raval is a veteran jour-
nalist and columnist from Gujarat 
and Consulting Editor with iTV 
Network, New Delhi.

Uniform Civil Code: Its 
need, reality and politics
Many leaders have backed the UCC, but some parties have termed it ‘unconstitutional’.

AMID DIFFERENCES

PART I

This month will mark the culmination of Indone-
sia’s G20 presidency. India takes over the presi-
dency for a year from 1 December. Next week’s G20 
leaders’ summit will take place in Bali, Indonesia, 
where the leaders of the 20 countries—actually 19 
and the European Union—that are a part of G20 
will gather. The idea behind the G20 is to bring 
on one platform the advanced and the emerging 
economies with the focus on cooperation in the 
economic and development domains to ensure sta-
bility, promote sustainable development, financial 
regulations for all round growth, etc. The G20 was 
created in the late 1990s as a response to the eco-
nomic meltdown that 
haunted the world 
and the need was felt 
for a platform where 
the developed and 
the developing econ-
omies could meet to 
ensure a stable inter-
national economic 
order. The focus of 
the G20 has expand-
ed over the years, 
from macroeconomic issues to matters of trade, cli-
mate change, sustainable development, health, agri-
culture, energy, environment, climate change, and 
anti-corruption. The Group of 20 comprises Ar-
gentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, 
Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Republic of 
Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, 
Turkey, United Kingdom, United States and the Eu-
ropean Union. The importance of the G20 can be 
gauged from the fact that it represents 85% of the 
global GDP, over 75% of global trade, and about 2/3 
of the world’s population.

Considering the leaders of the countries are meet-
ing at a time when the world is going from crisis 
to crisis—from coronavirus to the Ukraine-Russia 
war—the most important agenda now should be en-
suring food security for the global population. This 
issue cannot be seen in isolation but also needs to 
take care of issues like supply chain resilience which 
has taken a body blow first because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic and then the Ukraine war. The dec-
laration at last year’s G20 foreign and development 
ministers’ meeting in Matera, Italy, recognised that 
“poverty alleviation, food security and sustainable 
food systems” were key to “ending hunger, reducing 
socio-economic inequalities… developing human 
capital, advancing gender equality and empower-
ment of youth, and promoting overall inclusive eco-
nomic growth and sustainable development.” The 
declaration committed the G20 countries to con-
tribute to the United Nations’ “Decade of Action”, 
which needs “accelerating sustainable solutions to 
all the world’s biggest challenges, ranging from pov-
erty and gender to climate change, inequality and 
closing the finance gap.” This declaration had come 
in the backdrop of the coronavirus crisis. Ever since, 
the war in Ukraine has added to the world’s woes. 
The situation is such that it is not just the Global 
South that finds itself battered by inflation and the 
shortage of food, but even the Global North—the 
developed countries—is feeling the pinch. For ex-
ample, in the UK, one out of seven people has to skip 
a meal because they cannot afford it. The energy cri-
sis caused by the war has resulted in severe power 
shortages even in the developed world, which stares 
at a bleak winter with periodic heating. So extreme 
poverty and hunger are real problems now.

Amid all this the worry is that the focus of these 
international summits is getting hijacked by the 
Ukraine war. Russia is a part of G20, but not 
Ukraine. However, pressure was put on Indone-
sian President Joko Widodo that Ukraine must be 
allowed to attend as else Russia could not be a part 
of the meeting, which was an unreasonable de-
mand, considering Russia cannot be thrown out 
of the grouping by the whims and fancies of a few 
western countries. In the end, it was decided that 
Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy will ad-
dress the Bali meeting through a video call, while 
the buzz is that Putin may give the meeting a miss 
altogether, which will save many G20 leaders the 
embarrassment of coming face to face with the 
Russian President. Much is also being made of the 
fact that Joe Biden and Xi Jinping will come face to 
face in Bali. The interest in such a meeting will be 
justified provided President Biden is able to seek 
accountability from President Xi on the corona-
virus pandemic that has crippled the world, and 
raise the topic of reparations. Also, it is hoped that 
next year India does not come under pressure to 
disinvite Russia. The West must cease to look at all 
international issues through the prism of the war. If 
the US had its way, even the Quad would be turned 
into an anti-Russia platform from where to berate 
Moscow. It was only India putting its foot down that 
stopped it from happening. The need of the hour is 
ending the war, as the whole world is becoming a 
collateral damage. Negotiations must start for this. 
G20’s immediate focus should be poverty allevia-
tion. That focus should not be diluted.

Joyeeta Basu

perspeCtive
STAY FOCUSED

DoN’T lET ThE 
UkRAINE wAR 
hIjACk G20

We have so many interna-
tional days every year, and 
it is good that we have them, 
for they draw our collective 
attention to important issues 
and themes, but sometimes 
the themes themselves are 
ill chosen, or perhaps, it 
would be better to say that 
they could have been bet-
ter chosen. For instance, we 
need to ask ourselves if the 
United Nations, one of the 
most reputed organisations 

in the world, set the bar too 
low when in 1996, the General 
Assembly designated 16 No-
vember to be celebrated every 
year as the International Day 
of Tolerance. What is wrong 
with the expression “toler-
ance”? Shouldn’t Hindus 
tolerate Muslims and vice 
versa? Shouldn’t Muslims 
tolerate Jews and vice versa? 
Should people owing adher-
ence to any religion tolerate 
the believers of all other re-
ligions? Shouldn’t different 
races and nationalities tol-
erate each other? The short 
answer is yes, but at the same 
time, surely, we can do better 
than merely “tolerate” each 
other. More than a century 
ago, Vivekananda took issue 
with the term “tolerance” and 
suggested “acceptance” to be 
a better substitute. Accepting 

the differences of another per-
son’s ethnicity, religion, caste, 
nationality is better, we can 
all agree, than mere toleration 
of those differences. Yes, “tol-
erance” is an important first 
step perhaps, but we cannot 
let matters rest there. There 
is this American saying that 
if you aim for the sky, you will 
at least hit the roof! In other 
words, if we strive for human 
beings to accept each other’s 
differences, we may at least 
learn to tolerate each other. 
There does already exists 
an International Day of Ac-
ceptance, celebrated on 20 
January each year, but that 
focusses on people with dis-
abilities alone. As important 
as that day is, in these troubled 
times, we need an Interna-
tional Day of Acceptance of 
Diversity, which is the kind 

of acceptance Vivekanand 
was talking about. There al-
ready exists a World Day for 
Cultural Diversity celebrated 
on 21 May every year, but im-
portant as culture is, there are 
other kinds of diversity that 
we should be also be accept-
ing of, and even celebrating. 
Perhaps, we should have a day 
that should be called the “In-
ternational Day of Acceptance 
and Celebration of Diversity”.

Is there a term that is per-
haps even more aspirational 
than “acceptance and celebra-
tion of diversity”? What about 
“love”? What about introduc-
ing an “International Day of 
Love”? Clearly, there would be 
problems with such a choice 
of word. The term has too 
many connotations, such as 
paternal love, filial love, broth-
erly love, romantic love and 

so on. Besides, International 
Day of Love even if it were un-
derstood in the Biblical sense 
of “loving one’s neighbour”, 
would perhaps be setting the 
bar too high! If “tolerance” sets 
the bar too low, “love” sets it 
too high!

It is reasonable to suppose 
that before the Interna-
tional Day of Tolerance was 
launched, there would have 
been one or more high level 
committees that deliberated 
over the drafting of the Gen-
eral Assembly resolution. 
Each full stop and comma 
would have been examined 
carefully, and it would have 
also faced scrutiny from a 
team of lawyers at the Office 
of Legal Affairs, UNHQ. In all 
likelihood there would have 
been lawyers from the Anglo-
Saxon jurisprudential world, 

possibly English and Ameri-
can, involved in the drafting 
of the resolution declaring an 
International Day of Toler-
ance. These draftsmen which 
included English language ex-
perts and lawyers, were not so 
foolish as to not understand 
that the word “toleration” can 
send out a more limited if not 
erroneous message. It is fair 
to suggest that tolerance can 
turn into intolerance with 
relative ease. As long as we 
simply tolerate each other’s 
differences, conflicts and wars 
will continue to rage. It is only 
when we learn to accept and 
celebrate our differences that 
we will start to live in peace 
and harmony with each other. 
Rajesh Talwar is an author of 35 
books. He has worked for the UN 
for over two decades across many 
countries.

Accepting and celebrating diversity on this 
International Day of Tolerance

The need of the hour is 
ending the war, as the 
whole world is becoming 
a collateral damage. 
Negotiations must start 
for this. G20’s immediate 
focus should be poverty 
alleviation. That focus 
should not be diluted.

opinion
Sudhir S. raval
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rajesh talwar

arguments against uCC
hampering diversity and multiculturalism
•   Indian society has a unique identity in the form of its being diverse and multicultural, and unified law might do away 
with these unique characteristics of this nation.

violation of fundamental rights
•   Religious bodies oppose a uniform civil code on the ground that it would be interference in religious affairs which 
would violate fundamental rights guaranteed under Article 25 of the constitution.

May lead to communal unrest
•   It would be a tyranny to the minority and when implemented could bring a lot of unrest in the country. The All India 
Muslim Personal Law Board stated that the laws pertaining to marriage and inheritance were part of religious injunc-
tions for ages.

global sCenario
•   The personal laws of minorities were not recognised in any of the advanced Muslim countries, e.g., in Turkey and 
Egypt, no minority in these countries was permitted to have their own personal laws.

•  Many countries have common civil codes.

arguments for uCC
uniformity and reduced discord
•   Common Code would enable uniform civil principles to be applied to the entire Nation. If and when the whole popula-
tion will start following the same laws, chances are there that it would bring more peace to the living and reduce riots.

Secularism and Women’s rights
•   UCC would help end gender discrimination and overall discrimination on religious grounds and strengthen the secu-
lar fabric of the nation. Therefore, UCC could bring all communities together to ensure Women the Right to a dignified 
life and control over their life as well as body.

Ending unjust customs and traditions
•   A rational common and unified personal law will help eradicate many evil, unjust and irrational customs and tradi-
tions prevalent across the communities. For example, Law against Manual scavenging. It might have been a custom in 
the past but in a mature democracy like India, this custom cannot be justified.

Ease of administration 
•   UCC would make it easy to administer the huge population base of India. Historically, not all Muslim communities 
were demanding separate laws. Few the Muslim communities like the Khojas and Kutchi Memons did not want to 
submit to separate Muslim Personal Law.
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On Wednesday, Jus-
tice Dhananjaya Y 
Chandrachud took 

oath as the 50th Chief Jus-
tice of India. The oath of 
the newly sworn-in Chief 
Justice was administered 
by the President of India 
Draupadi Murmu at the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Previously, the CJI UU 
Lalit on October 11, had 
recommended the name of 
Justice Chandrachud as his 
successor, which on Octo-
ber 17 was accepted by the 
President.

The DY Chandrachud as 
the Chief Justice of India 
will have a term of over 
two years till November 10, 
2024, he will be making it 
one of the longest terms for 
a CJI in the recent past years.

Justice YV Chandrachud, 
the father of Justice Chan-
drachud was the 16th Chief 
Justice of India serving from 
February 2, 1978 to July 11, 
1985.  Justice Chandrachud 
is a part of the Constitution 
Benches which decriminal-
ized consensual homosexu-
ality, recognized privacy as 
a fundamental right under 
Article 21, the decriminal-
ized adultery, he is being 
known for his progressive 

and liberal judgements, one 
of the most recent verdicts 
given by him for uphold-
ing the rights of unmarried 
women to seek abortion of 
pregnancy up to 24 weeks. 
He is also being a part of 
the majority which uphold-
ing the right of women of all 
ages to enter the Sabarimala 
temple. Justice DY Chand-

rachud also was a member 
of the 5-judge bench which 
decided the Ayodhya-Babri 
Masjid case.

On May 13, 2016, Justice 
Chandrachud was elevated 
to the Supreme Court. Be-
fore that he being the Chief 
Justice of the Allahabad 
High Court from 31 October 
2013. His career in judicial 

started on 29 March 2000, 
when he was appointment 
as a judge of the Bombay 
High Court. From 1998, he 
was the  Additional Solici-
tor General of India, until 
he was being appointed as 
a judge. In the year 1988. 
He was also designated as 
a Senior Advocate by the 
Bombay High Court.

He has undergone BA 
with Honours in Economics 
from St Stephen’s College, 
New Delhi. Justice Chan-
drachud completed LLB 
course from Campus Law 
Centre, Delhi University 
and obtained LLM degree 
and a Doctorate in Juridical 
Sciences (SJD) from Har-
vard Law School, USA.

IN COURT

JUSTICE DY CHANDRACHUD TAKES 
OATH AS THE 50TH CHIEF JUSTICE 
OF INDIA

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Balu Krish-
na Chavan vs Reliance General Insurance 
Company Limited observed and has stated 
that ordinarily there shall be no direction to 

“pay and recover” if the Insurance Company 
is not liable.

The bench comprising of Justice AS Bo-
panna and Justice PS Narasimha observed 
while considering an appeal filed by a claim-
ant against the Bombay High Court, where-
in it was held that the Insurance Company 
was not liable for reimbursing the compen-
sation. 

In the present case, the issue which is 
raised in this appeal was whether the Insur-
ance Company should be directed to “pay 
and recover” in the facts arising in the said 
case. The bench observed that it is a well set-
tled law that if the liability of the Insurance 
Company is decided and they are held not 
to be liable, ordinarily, there would be no 
direction to “pay and recover”. Therefore, in 
each case, the facts and circumstances, the 
appropriate orders are required to be made 
by this Court to meet the ends of justice... it 

is being clear that in all such cases the order 
of “pay and recover” would have not arisen 
when the Insurance Company is not liable 
but would, in relation to the facts and cir-
cumstances, this court can consider to meet 
the ends of justice.

Further, the court noted that if the claim-
ant is not able to realise the amount of com-
pensation awarded in his favour at this stage 
from the owner of the vehicle, the claimant 
would be prejudiced.

The bench observed that the Insurance 
Company, if ordered to pay to the appellant 
and recover it from the owner of the vehicle, 
it would not be prejudiced to that extent. 
However, keeping in view all the facts and 
circumstances of the case and not making 
the case as a precedent, but only to serve 
the ends of justice, the bench directed the 
that respondent no.1 (Insurance Company) 
to deposit the compensation amount before 
the MACT within eight weeks from the date 
of the receipt of a copy of this judgment, 
whereupon, the amount of compensation to 
the appellant will be disburse by the MACT.
Accordingly, the bench dismissed the 

appeal

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Motor Accident 
Compensation Claims – 
Ordinarily There Shall Be No 
Direction To ‘Pay And Recover’ If 
Insurance Company Is Not Liable

TDG NETWORK 

The Central Government 
of India vide notification 
dated 05.11.2022 by the 
Union Ministry of Person-
nel, the Public Grievances 
and Pensions, appointed 
the following former judg-
es and the lawyers as the 
Judicial Members:

Justice (Retd) T Krishna 
Valli, the former judge of 
Madras High Court

Justice (Retd) Vikas Ku-
mar Srivastav, the former 

judge of Allahabad High 
Court

Kuldip Kumar Kareer, the 
former District Judge, Pun-
jab and President, District 
Consumer Disputes Re-
dressal Commission

Vishesh Sharma, the for-
mer District Judge, Gautam 
Budh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh

Ashok Kumar Bhardwaj, 
Advocate

Praveen Gupta, Advocate
Mahendra Khandelwal, 

Advocate
Bidisha Banerjee, Judicial 

Member, Central Adminis-

trative Tribunal
Sanjiv Jain, District Judge, 

Delhi
These members have 

been appointed for a pe-
riod of five years from the 
date of taking charge or 
till attaining the age of 65 
years, whichever is earlier.

The Following are ap-
pointed as technical mem-
bers:

Prabhat Kumar
Charan Singh
Anu Jagmohan Singh
Ashish Verma
Atul Chaturvedi

Madhu Sinha
In India there are 16 

benches of NCLT, at pres-
ent.

The Supreme Court had 
pulled up the Central Gov-
ernment for delaying up 
these vacancies in August 
2020. Last year, the Ap-
pellate Tribunal Bar As-
sociation and the National 
Company Law Tribunal 
had moved the apex court 
in May for seeking the 
filling up of NCLT and 
NCLAT vacancies without 
any delay.

IN COURT

Central Government Appoints 
Judicial And Technical 
Members For NCLT

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case Mohd. Abid vs Ravi 
Naresh observed and has 
stated that the proceed-
ings under Section 145/146 
of Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure must come to an 
end once the Civil Court is 
seized of the matter.

The Hon’ble bench com-
prising of Justice Surya 
Kant and Justice J.B. Pardi-
wala observed and stated 
that the inter se rights of 
the parties regarding the 
possession or of a title are 
eventually to be deter-
mined by the Civil Court.

In the present case, the 
court observed while con-
sidering a special leave 
petition filled against the 
Allahabad High Court for 
quashing an order passed 
by a magistrate under Sec-
tion 146 CrPC. Therefore, 
the dispute in the present 
case between the parties is 
regarding a plot consisting 
of some shops and a resi-
dential house constructed 
on it, situated in Mohalla 
Angooribagh, Faizabad, Ut-
tar Pradesh.

The court stated that the 
Section 145 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure deals 
with proceedings before 
Executive  Magistrate 
where dispute concern-
ing land or water is likely 
to cause breach of peace. 
Thus, the Section 146 CrPC 
speaks about the power to 
attach subject of dispute 
and for appointing a re-
ceiver.

The Apex Court bench in 
its order stated that once a 
civil court is seized of the 
matter, the same goes with-

out saying that the proceed-
ings under Section 145/146 
Cr.P.C. cannot proceed and 
the same must come to an 
end. Further, the inter se 
rights of the parties re-
garding title or possession 
are eventually to be deter-
mined by the Civil Court is 
eventually to be defined by 
the Civil Court.

However, it has been di-
rected by the court that for 
avoiding the multiplicity 
of proceedings, both the 
parties shall not create any 
third-party rights or en-
cumbrances over the prop-
erty in dispute.

The court in its recent 
order in the case in Mohd 
Shakir vs State of Uttar 

Pradesh, wherein the Top 
court observed that while 
dropping the proceedings 
under Section 145 CrPC 
because of the pendency of 
civil litigations, any obser-
vations or return of find-
ings cannot be made by 
Magistrate with respect to 
the rights of the parties qua 
the property in question.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: ONCE CIVIL COURT IS 
SEIZED OF THE MATTER, SECTION 145/146 
CRPC PROCEEDINGS MUST COME TO AN END
TDG NETWORK 
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While clearly demarcat-
ing the boundary lines for 
the Courts, the Apex Court 
has in a most commend-
able, cogent, courageous 
and convincing judgment 
titled Dr NTR University of 
Health Sciences vs Dr Yerra 
Trinadh & Others in Civil 
Appeal No. 8037 of 2022 
with Civil Appeal No. 8038 
of 2022 in exercise of its 
civil appellate jurisdiction 
pronounced as recently as 
on November 4, 2022 held 
that the Courts should not 
re-evaluate or scrutinize 
the answer sheets of a can-
didate as it has no expertise 
in the matter and the aca-
demic matters are best left 
to academics. It definitely 
merits mentioning here 
that the Bench of Hon’ble 
Mr Justice MR Shah and 
Hon’ble Mr Justice MM 
Sundresh placed reliance 
on the decision of Vikesh 
Kumar Gupta & Another 
v. State of Rajasthan & Ors, 
(2021) 2 SCC 309 wherein 
it was held that the Court 
should not re-evaluate 
or scrutinize the answer 
sheets of a candidate as it 
has no expertise in the mat-

ter and the academic mat-
ters are best left to academ-
ics. Very rightly so!

At the very outset, this 
learned, laudable, land-
mark and latest judgment 
authored by Hon’ble Mr 
Justice MR Shah for a Di-
vision Bench of the Apex 
Court comprising of him-
self and Hon’ble Mr Justice 
MM Sundresh sets the ball 
rolling by first and fore-
most putting forth in para 1 
that, “Feeling aggrieved and 
dissatisfied with the im-
pugned common judgment 
and order dated 31.10.2019 
passed by the High Court 
of Andhra Pradesh at Am-
ravati in Writ Appeal Nos. 
363 & 364 of 2019, by which 
the Division Bench of the 
High Court has dismissed 
the said writ appeals and 
has confirmed the common 
judgment and order dated 
19.09.2019 passed by the 
learned Single Judge in Writ 
Petition Nos. 10376/2019 
and 9486/2019 ordering/
directing the re-evaluation 
of the answer scripts of the 
respective original writ pe-
titioners who appeared in 
post-graduation in diploma 

course in the NTR Uni-
versity of Health Sciences 
(appellant herein), the Uni-
versity has preferred the 
present appeals.”

To put things in perspec-
tive, the Bench then envis-
ages aptly in para 2 that, 
“That the original writ 
petitioners appeared in 
post-graduation diploma 
course conducted by the ap-
pellant – University. There 
was a digital evaluation of 
the answer scripts. In the 
first round of litigation, 
certain directions were is-
sued by the learned Single 

Judge how to evaluate the 
answer scripts. The respec-
tive students – original writ 
petitioners were not satis-
fied with the evaluation 
of the answer scripts and 
therefore they filed writ 
petitions before the learned 
Single Judge praying for re-
evaluation of their answer 
scripts, which were evalu-
ated digitally.

2.1 The learned Single 
Judge called for the record 
and after perusing the re-
cord, the learned Single 
Judge was of the opinion 
that the evaluation of the 

answer scripts was not in 
line with the directions is-
sued by the learned Single 
Judge issued in the ear-
lier round of litigation and 
that there was no proper 
evaluation of the answer 
scripts. By observing so, 
the learned Single Judge 
ordered re-evaluation of 
the answer scripts afresh 
as per the prevalent MCI 
norms by identifying four 
fresh examiners. While al-
lowing the writ petitions, 
the learned Single Judge 
directed/ordered as under:

“Hence, the writ petition 

is allowed. The respondents 
are directed to get the peti-
tioners’ answer scripts once 
again evaluation as per the 
prevalent MCI norms by 
identifying four fresh exam-
iners. They are also directed 
to give clear and categorical 
instructions to the said new 
set of examiners to physi-
cally put the marks etc. on 
the uploaded answer script. 
The identified Globerana 
Technologies Pvt. Ltd., Hy-
derabad should be directed 
to teach the examiner, the 
manner of evaluating the 
digital/upload answer sheet 

(if necessary). The correct-
ed sheet must be preserved 
for future review and in 
order to seek whether the 
examiner has applied his 
mind while evaluating the 
answer scripts or not. The 
entire exercise should be 
completed within a period 
of six weeks from today.”

2.2 The common judg-
ment and order passed by 
the learned Single Judge 
was the subject matter of 
writ appeals before the Di-
vision Bench. Before the Di-
vision Bench, it was specifi-
cally contended on behalf of 
the appellant – University 
that as there was no provi-
sion for re-evaluation and 
therefore in absence of hav-
ing any such provision, the 
learned Single Judge was 
not justified in ordering 
re-evaluation. It was sub-
mitted that though the said 
plea was specifically taken 
before the learned Single 
Judge, the learned Single 
Judge did not address on 
the said objection. That by 
the impugned common 
judgment and order, the 
Division Bench of the High 
Court has dismissed the 
writ appeals preferred by 
the University. Hence, the 
present appeals.”

Be it noted, the Bench then 
observes in para 3 that, “At 
the outset, it is required to 
be noted that while issuing 
notice in the present ap-
peals, this Court passed the 
following order on 9.4.2021:

“Delay condoned.
The learned senior coun-

sel for the petitioner sub-
mits that the results for 
the final year PG Degree/
Diploma examination per-
taining to respondent Nos.1-
23 have already been de-
clared. Some of them have 
passed in the re-evaluation 
and the others have passed 
in the subsequent supple-
mentary examination. He 
submits that the results 
announced in respect of re-
spondent Nos. 1-23 shall not 
be disturbed in any man-
ner. However, the learned 
senior counsel submits that 
there is no provision for re-
evaluation in spite of which 
the High Court has directed 
re-evaluation of MBBS/PG 
Examinations. He further 
submits that there are a 
number of matters pend-
ing in the High Court on the 
same point.

Issue notice returnable in 
four weeks.

Dasti service, in addition, 
is permitted.””

As we see, the Bench then 
points out in para 4 that, 
“Therefore, in view of the 
order passed by this Court 
dated 9.4.2021, the results 
declared on the basis of 
the re-evaluation pursu-
ant to the order passed by 
the learned Single Judge, 
confirmed by the Divi-
sion Bench, shall not be 
disturbed in any manner. 
Please read concluding on the-
dailyguardian.com 

Academic matters are best left to 
academics, courts should not re-evaluate 
answer sheets as it has no expertise: SC
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Biotech KISAN Hub has reju-
venated 40 orchards till date 
under rejuvenation of apple 
orchards

Three Bamboo Clusters in 
Jammu, Katra and Samba to 
create thousands of jobs by 
making basketry, Agarbatti 
and Bamboo Charcoal

Union Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) Ministry 
of Science and Technology; 
Minister of State (Indepen-
dent Charge) Ministry of 
Earth Science; MoS PMO, 
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances, Pensions, Space and 
Atomic Energy, Dr Jitendra 
Singh today said, J&K has 
huge unexplored potential 
of Agri-tech Start-ups as 
the geography and climatic 
conditions here favour the 
cultivation of medicinal and 
aromatic plants.

Inaugurating the Start-up 
summit in Srinagar, Dr Jiten-
dra Singh said, the govern-
ment job mind-set is proving 
an impediment to Start-Up 
culture, mainly in North In-
dia. He pointed out that the 

‘Purple Revolution’ originat-
ing from Jammu & Kashmir 
offers attractive StartUp av-
enues and those who have 
entered the lavender sector 
are making a fortune out of 
it. He said, it is important to 
take note of some of the ex-
emplary instances of many 
young entrepreneurs who 
are seen quitting their lu-
crative jobs in the MNCs to 
establish their own Start-Ups, 
as these young entrepre-
neurs are now beginning 
to realise the possibility of 

greater fortunes in this.
Dr Jitendra Singh pointed 

out that as Union Minister 
for DoNER, he had approved 
three Bamboo Clusters in 
Jammu, Katra and Samba 
areas in 2020 for making 
of Bamboo basketry, Agar-
batti and Bamboo Charcoal. 
He said, the Bamboo prod-
ucts are in great demand 
both in India and abroad 
and through Start-ups, the 
youth can explore huge en-
trepreneurial opportunities 
in this sector.

Dr Jitendra Singh gave 
full credit to the futuristic 
vision of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi who had 
given a call for “Start-Up 
India Stand Up India” from 
the ramparts of Red Fort in 
his Independence Day ad-
dress of 2015 that initiated 
a mass interest, as a result of 
which the number of Start-
Ups in India has increased 
from mere 350 in 2014 to 
over 80,000 in 2022 with 
more than 100 unicorns.  
Dr Jitendra Singh informed 
that the Biotech KISAN Hub 
has rejuvenated 40 orchards 
till date under rejuvenation 
of apple orchards, where a 
very innovative methodol-
ogy has been used to trans-
form the old, senile and the 
young and non-productive 

orchards into more produc-
tive orchards. He said, in J&K 
too, the new high-density 
plantation system of apple 
is taken up by farmers and 
is being promoted by the Bio-
tech KISAN hub vigorously. 
The Minister promised full 
help by DBT and CSIR for 
setting up of Agritech Start-
ups. The Minister pointed out 
that a new wave of Agri-tech 
Start-Ups has emerged in the 
country in the last few years 
and these Start-Ups are 
solving problems related to 
supply chain management, 
cooling and refrigeration, 
seed management and dis-
tribution, besides helping 
farmers to access a wider 
range of markets.

In the next 25 years of 
Amrti-Kal, said Dr Jitendra 
Singh, Jammu & Kashmir 
and several hill territories 
as well as the Himalayan 
States are going to make a 
significant value edition to 
build India’s future econ-
omy because these are the 
territories whose resources 
have remain under-utilised 
in the past. With Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi giving 
a focussed attention to these 
areas, they are going to play 
a pivotal role in placing India 
on the world pedestal by 2047, 
he said.

AGRICULTURE

J&K HAS HUGE UNEXPLORED POTENTIAL 
OF AGRI-TECH START-UPS, SAID UNION 
MINISTER DR JITENDRA SINGH
TDG NETWORK

Pralhad Joshi reaffirmed 
that the demand for coal 
is going to stay at least for 
the next 25-30 years and 
that India is currently not 
even having one tenth of 
the per capita consumption 
of power as compared to 
some of the other developed 
economies in the world and 
it is estimated that the per 
capita consumption is going 
to double by 2040 for which 
coal is the necessity. The fo-
cus of the present govern-
ment under the guidance of 
Prime Minister, Narendra 
Modi is to become net zero 
carbon emission country by 
adopting better technologi-
cal processes.

Amrit Lal Meena, Secre-
tary, Ministry of Coal reit-
erated the commitment of  
the Ministry in supporting 
the coal industry and in-
formed that Ministry of Coal 
is there to extend any help 
required by the prospective 
bidders. Pramod Agrawal, 
Chairman, Coal India Lim-
ited lauded the efforts of the 
Ministry in taking various 
initiatives to extend support 
to the coal sector players 
and thereby contributing to 
the vision of making India 
Aatmanirbhar in coal.

Additional Secretary & 
Nominated Authority, M. 
Nagaraju informed the 
forum about the reforms 
undertaken by Ministry 

of Coal to improve the at-
tractiveness of  coal auction 
process and make it more 
investor friendly. Manoj Ku-
mar, CMD, CMPDIL gave a 
presentation on the techni-
cal details of the coal blocks 
being offered in the largest 
ever auction process and. 
Shubham Goel, Vice Presi-
dent, SBI Capital Markets 
delivered a presentation on 
the terms and conditions of 
the auction process. 

Ministry of Coal has 
completed the successful 
auction of 64 coal mines in 
the first five tranches. Also 
launched the process for 
auction of 133 coal mines 
under 6th round of com-
mercial auctions and 8 coal 
mines under 2nd attempt of 
5th tranche of commercial 
auctions where single bids 
were received in the first at-
tempt.

Key features of the auction 
process include reduction in 
upfront amount and bid se-
curity amount, permission 

to relinquish part of the 
coal mine in case of partially 
explored coal mines, intro-
duction of National Coal 
Index and National Lignite 
Index, ease of participation 
with no entry barriers, full 
flexibility in coal utilisation, 
optimized payment struc-
tures, efficiency promotion 
through incentives for early 
production and use of clean 
coal technology. 

The sale of tender docu-
ment commenced on No-
vember 03, 2022. Details 
of the mines, auction terms, 
timelines etc. can be ac-
cessed on MSTC auction 
platform. The auction shall 
be held online through a 
transparent 2 stage process, 
on the basis of Percentage 
Revenue Share. SBI Capi-
tal Markets Limited, the 
sole Transaction Advisor 
to Ministry of Coal for the 
commercial coal mine auc-
tions, is assisting the Minis-
try of Coal in conduct of the 
auction.

A meeting of the Consultative Committee for Ministry of 
Mines and Coal was held today in Indore, Madhya Pradesh. 
The meeting was chaired by Pralhad Joshi, Union  Minister 
of Mines, Coal and Parliamentary Affairs and was attended 
by Members of Parliament; Vivek Bharadwaj, Secretary 

,Mines,  Amrit Lal Meena, Secretary ,Coal and  other Senior 
officers.

Consultative Committee for Ministry of Mines and Coal 
has been constituted by Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs 
to provide a forum for informal discussion between the 
Members of the Parliament and the Union Minister on the 
policies and the working of the Ministries. 

Agenda of the meeting for the Ministry of the Mines was 
Mining Reforms and their Impacts and Action Plan for auc-
tion of 500 mineral blocks by 2023-24. After the introduc-
tory remarks by  Vivek Bharadwaj, Secretary, Ministry of 
Mines, a brief presentation on the subject was made by Dr. 
Veena Kumar Dermal, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Mines. 

She highlighted that since the landmark reforms made 
in 2015 to introduce auction as the method of allocation of 
mineral resources in the country, 214 mineral blocks have 
been auctioned. It was also informed that Number of blocks 
auctioned per year has increased three times since 2021 
amendment. As compared to auction of 108 blocks in six 
years from 2015 to 2021, 106 blocks have been auctioned in 
one and half years since April, 2021. 

The auctioned blocks which have been operationalized 
have resulted in increase in revenues of the States such as 
Odisha, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. Although, num-
ber of working auctioned mines is miniscule (36) in com-
parison to working non-auctioned mines (405), the pre-
mium collection from auctioned mines is surpassing the 
royalty collection from all the working mines. For 2021-22, 
total auction premium from the auctioned mines was Rs. 
21,148.04 Crores in three States (Odisha, Karnataka & AP) 
as compared to Rs.21,267.64 Crores from royalty of all the 
working mines. The same trend could be seen for the cur-
rent financial year also.  

The amendment in the Act also removed restrictions on 
transfer of mineral concessions which has enabled transfer 
of mining leases in nine cases. This has enabled transfer of 
mining leases in case of disinvestment of PSUs for example, 
Nilachal Ispat Ltd. was disinvested Rs.12,100 Crore and it is 
also facilitating merger and acquisitions in the sector. 

Please read concluding on thedailyguardian.com

GROWTH INDUSTRY

PER CAPITA POWER CONSUMPTION TO 
DOUBLE BY 2040 – PRALHAD JOSHI

CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 
FOR MINISTRIES OF MINES 
AND COAL HOLDS  MEETING IN 
INDORE, MADHYA PRADESH

TDG NETWORK
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The ministry of coal held first  ever investor conclave today 
at indore. Union minister of coal, mines and parliamentary 
affairs, Pralhad Joshi chaired the conclave. Member of 
parliament, Shankar Lalwani was present on the occasion .



Amid tensions with Taiwan, 
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping on Tuesday said that 
Beijing will strengthen mili-
tary training and prepare 
for any war as the nation’s 
“security is increasingly 
unstable and uncertain.” 
The Chinese President made 
the declaration during a visit 
to the joint operations com-
mand centre of the Central 
Military Commission in 
Beijing, reported Sky News 
Australia. 
China will now compre-
hensively strengthen its 
military training and prepa-
ration for any war, Xi said, 
according to reports. “The 
entire military should de-
vote all its energy to and 
carry out all its work for 
combat readiness, enhance 
its capability to fight and 
win,” Xi was quoted saying.  
“Xi instructed the armed 
forces to thoroughly study, 
publicize and implement 
the guiding principles of the 

20th CPC National Congress 
and take concrete actions 
to further modernize na-
tional defence and the mili-
tary,” the report continued. 
The Chinese leader “also in-
structed them to resolutely 
safeguard national sover-
eignty, security and devel-
opment interests, and suc-
cessfully complete various 
tasks entrusted by the Party 
and the people,” reports said.  
His warning comes after 
Xi last month called for 

faster military develop-
ment, ‘self-reliance and 
strength’ in technology and 
defence of China’s interests 
abroad, raising the likeli-
hood of further conflict, Xi 
has made similar remarks 
in the past, but his com-
ments, broadcast on state 
television, come as tensions 
with the United States over 
Taiwan continue to escalate. 
Under Xi, China has taken a 
more hard-line approach to 
Taiwan.
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key cpc takeaway

Xi Jinping’s  
focus remains  
on Taiwan

Taiwan is one of the im-
portant takeaways from 
the 20th Party Congress 
of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC), where 
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping secured a third term. 
He announced that China 
will peacefully reunify 
Taiwan and will not leave 
the option of using force, 
Geo-politik reported. 
Chinese President’s state-
ment indicates that the 
unification of Taiwan with China is the key agenda for him. 
After Xi Jinping’s statement, a senior official in 
China’s Taiwan Affairs office said that they are 
“closer than ever in history” and more confident 
and capable than ever of realising rejuvenation.” 
Ma Xiaoguang, the spokesman for the Taiwan Af-
fairs Office,  said that China is more “capable 
and confident” to realise the complete reunifica-
tion of the nation. His statement indicates that 
China is likely preparing for an imminent invasion of Taiwan. 
“We’re also closer than ever in history and more con-
fident and capable of realising the complete reuni-
fication of the motherland,”  Ma Xiaoguang said.  
Meanwhile, Shen Ming-Shih, Director of National Security 
Research at the Institute of National Defense and Security 
Research, a Taiwanese think tank, said that the personnel 
changes indicate that Xi Jinping is “losing patience” over Tai-
wan and is working on a “tough Taiwan strategy that does 
not care about the deterioration of cross-strait relations.” 
As per the Geo-politik report, 15 of the 24 members 
of the Communist Party’s Politburo have some links 
to the island, with some managing cross-straits busi-
ness ties or are part of the Army that might likely one 
day be given the task to bring back the island into 
the fold if it ever formally declares independence. 

Electors across the US 
voted on Tuesday 
(local time) to decide 

whether the Democrats or 
Republicans will control the 
Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives.

As results of the crucial US 
midterm elections come in, 
Republicans look set to take 
control of the House of Rep-
resentatives, but the battle 
for control of the Senate is 
on a knife’s edge. As per the 
latest trends, Republicans 
are leading in 186 seats while 
Democrats are ahead in 162 
seats in the House of Repre-
sentatives.

Meanwhile, in the Sen-
ate, there is a cliffhanger 
situation with both parties 
tied for the lead in 46 seats, 
according to media projec-
tions.

No Senate seat has flipped 
yet, and several key contests 
are too close to call, includ-
ing in Georgia and Pennsyl-
vania.

The battle for control of 
Congress is beginning to take 
shape as votes are counted in 
competitive races across the 
nation. Republicans flipped 
Democratic-held House 
seats in Florida, Georgia, and 

Virginia.
However, several Demo-

cratic incumbents, including 
two House members in Vir-
ginia, have won competitive 
races and others are leading, 
indicating that Republicans 
have an advantage but not 
the nationwide wave they 
hoped for, according to local 
media.

Luria, a member of the 

House select committee in-
vestigating the Jan. 6 attack 
on the Capitol, lost her Vir-
ginia Beach-based House 
seat, media projected.

Three Democratic-con-
trolled House races in Vir-
ginia were widely viewed as 
an early warning signal of 
the night’s results.

Democrats held seats in 
two Virginia districts that 

Biden won in 2020. CNN 
projected that Democratic 
Jennifer Wexton won her 
reelection bid in Virginia’s 
10th District. In an even 
more competitive race, me-
dia projected that Rep. Abi-
gail Spanberger also won 
reelection in Virginia’s 7th 
District.

But Democrats lost in 
southeastern Virginia, with 

CNN projecting that Repub-
lican state Sen. Jen Kiggans 
defeated Democratic Rep. 
Elaine Luria.

Gov. Ron DeSantis led a 
dominant Republican ticket 
in Florida, delivering historic 

margins in Democratic terri-
tory in his victory over Dem-
ocratic Rep. Charlie Crist on 
a night that provides him 
with a powerful argument 
if he seeks the GOP’s 2024 
presidential nomination.

america votes

U.s. midterm polls: repUblicans set to control 
HoUse, battle for senate is on a knife’s edge
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

No Senate seat has flipped yet, and several key contests are too close to call, including in Georgia and Pennsylvania.

The Chinese military in action.

Xi Jinping

Destruction in Nepal after the earthquake.

The death toll from house 
collapse incident in Ne-
pal followed by subse-
quent tremors rose to 
nine on Wednesday, lo-
c a l  p o l i c e  i n f o r m e d . 
Chief District Officer of 
Doti, Kalpana Shrestha in-
formed over the phone that 
five injured are being taken 
to the hospital. “Five injured 
are being taken to the hos-
pital. Dozens of house has 
been damaged with land-
slides at various locations 
across the district,” she said.

Nepal Prime Minister Sher 
Bahadur Deuba on Wednes-
day expressed heartfelt con-
dolences to the families of 
those who lost their lives in 
a 6.3 magnitude earthquake. 
“Expressing my heartfelt 
condolences to the fami-
lies of those who died in 

the earthquake, which was 
centred in the Khaptad 
region of Far West. Also, 
I have instructed the rel-
evant agencies to arrange 
immediate and proper 
treatment of the injured 
and the victims in the relief 
and rescue in the affected 
areas,” tweeted Deuba..As 
per the officials, among the 
deceased are one female 
and two children. However, 
the identities of casualties 
are yet to be ascertained 
The  Nepal  Army has 
been mobilised in the af-
fected areas to carry out 
the search and rescue op-
erations, the officials said. 
Earlier local officials had 
informed that at least three 
people were confirmed dead 
after a house collapsed in the 
Doti district of Nepal, which 
underwent two earthquakes 
and an aftershock within 
a duration of 24 hours. 

widespread damage

many die in nepal 
QUake, pm condoles 
loss of lives

xi’s declaration

cHinese military told to prepare 
for war amid taiwan tensions

rising tensions

North Korea launches 
ballistic missile 
towards East Sea

North Korea fired a bal-
listic missile towards the 
East Sea on Wednesday, 
South Korea’s military 
has announced. The Joint 
Chief of Staff announced 
the latest ballistic missile 
launched by Pyongyang 
without specifying further 
details, The development 
has been confirmed by Ja-
pan’s Prime Minister’s office. 
Taking to its Twitter han-
dle, Japan’s PM office said, 
“North Korea has launched 
a suspected ballistic mis-
sile. More updates to fol-
low.” The latest ballistic 
missile launch comes after 
North Korea fired an inter-
continental ballistic missile 
(ICBM) and two suspected 
short-range ones toward 
the East Sea on November 3, 
South Korea’s military said. 
The Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) 
said it detected a long-range 

ballistic missile launch from 
the Sunan area in Pyong-
yang around 7:40 am (local 
time). It further announced 
that the two short-range bal-
listic missiles (SRBMs) were 
launched from Kaechon in 
South Pyongan Province at 
around 8:39 a.m (local time). 

The long-range missile cov-
ered a distance of around 
760 km.The long-range 
missile flew at a top speed 
of Mach 15 and two short-
range ballistic missiles flew 
for around 330 km at a maxi-
mum height of about 70 km 
at a top speed of Mach 15.

after bajwa’s term

dominant issUe in pakistan politics:  
wHo will be tHe next army cHief?

As Pakistan’s Army General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa’s term is 
coming to an end, the entire-
ty of the country’s politics is 
wrapped up in the question 
of who will be the successor, 
Kunwar Khuldune Shahid 
writes in The Diplomat.

Currently, in Pakistan, it is 
ousted Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan and the military, 
which are the two epicen-
tres of the country’s multi-
pronged political incoher-
ence. 

And this all started after 
Khan stated that any army 
chief not appointed by him 
will not be accepted by his 

party as well and even not 
his supporters who consti-
tute a very significant section 
of the voting population, ac-
cording to The Diplomat 
citing former Punjab chief 
minister and political ana-
lyst Najam Sethi, the author 

of “Trial of Democracy.”
In the seven months since 

Khan’s ouster, he has been 
at loggerheads with the mili-
tary establishment, which 
continues to orchestrate its 
cycle of churning civilian 
leaders in and out of power. 
The central government, 
led by the Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N), 
which itself was a victim of 
the military’s engineering 
in 2018, is currently tasked 
with doing the military’s 
bidding so as to reaffirm the 
army’s hegemony.

It is pertinent to note here 
that Imran Khan became the 
first Prime Minister in Paki-
stan’s history to be ousted 
from power after losing a 

no-confidence vote.
“The involvement of the 

establishment in politics 
throughout our history is 
known to all. Things re-
main stable only when [the 
military] remains within its 
limits and accepts civilian 
leadership,” Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) Central 
Vice President Ejaz Chaud-
hary told The Diplomat.

Immediately after his 
ouster Khan’s narrative, 
which doubles down on ab-
solutist populism, is desta-
bilizing the country, despite 
the military’s historical ma-
noeuvres safeguarding the 
institution’s own interests, 
The Diplomat reported cit-
ing PTI Chief’s critics.

Qamar Javed Bajwa

top of the day

eU annoUnces 
fUrtHer 
sanctions on 
myanmar’s 
jUnta
BRUSSELS: In view of the 
continuing escalation of 
violence and grave hu-
man rights following the 
military takeover two years 
ago, the European Council 
has adopted the fifth round 
of restrictive measures. 
The new listings target 19 
persons and one entity, 
including the Minister of 
Investment and Foreign 
Economic Relations Kan 
Zaw, the Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court Htun 
Htun Oo, and high-ranking 
members of the Myanmar 
Armed Forces (Tatmadaw) 
and Air Force. The EU 
has also listed members 
of the Union Election 
Commission and busi-
ness representatives of 
private companies closely 
connected and supporting 
the Tatmadaw. “The State 
Administration Council is 
also included as it plays a 
central role in undermin-
ing democracy and the 
rule of law in Myanmar/
Burma as well as in ac-
tions that threaten the 
peace, security and stabil-
ity of the country,” the 
European Council said in a 
statement on Tuesday.

Hong kong: foUr 
people cHarged 
witH reposting 
‘boycott calls’ in 
2021 election
HONG KONG: Four 
people in Hong Kong were 
charged on Wednesday for 
allegedly reposting social 
media content, prompt-
ing users to cast blank 
votes or not to vote in the 
2021 Legislative Council 
election. Hong Kong’s 
anti-corruption watchdog, 
Independent Commission 
Against Corruption (ICAC) 
accused physiotherapist 
Wong Chi-Yan, graphic 
designer Wu Hong-ki, 
financial dealer Kwok 
Kin-Chiu and Mabel Yick, 
unemployed of reposting 
the contents of democracy 
activists on their social 
media pages, asking 
people to not vote or cast 
an invalid ballot. 

covid cases 
sUrge in xinjiang 
despite strict 
lockdown  
measUres
BEIJING: Public outrage 
in China’s Xinjiang region 
continues as coronavirus 
cases are on the surge 
despite severe lockdown 
measures. In order to 
tackle the situation, 
Xinjiang’s Communist 
Party secretary Ma Xingrui 
visited districts and coun-
ties in the capital Urumqi 
which is severely impacted 
by such protests and hit 
by the recent wave of 
COVID-19, Radio Free Asia 
reported citing a Monday 
report by state-controlled 
Xinjiang Daily. The dis-
tricts visited by the party 
secretary were Tianshan, 
Shayibak, Shuimogou, 
High-tech Zone, and 
Midong districts of Urumqi 
to investigate epidemic 
prevention and control 
measures, community 
management services, 
and hospitals. Moreover, 
after the severe covid out-
break in August and Sep-
tember, Chinese officials 
imposed strict lockdowns 
in Xinjiang which resulted 
in some deaths of Uyghurs 
from starvation.
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WASHINGTON: Former US President Donald Trump on 
Tuesday alleged that Detroit is facing an “absentee ballot 
situation” in “large numbers,” claiming that people are not 
being allowed to vote.
Taking to his own social media app Truth Social, he asked 
the voters to protest against the situation which he called 
“really bad”. “The Absentee Ballot situation in Detroit is 
REALLY BAD. People are showing up to vote only to be told 
“sorry, you have already voted.” This is happening in large 
numbers elsewhere as well. Protest, Protest, Protest!” 
Trump wrote on Truth Social.
In another post on the platform, Trump drew reference to 
the 2020 US Presidential elections and termed it “Voter 
Fraud”.“Same thing is happening with Voter Fraud as has 
happened in 2020???” Trump said.

trUmp claims ‘absentee ballot 
sitUation’ in detriot

TOKYO: In response to 
North Korea’s ballistic 
missile launch, Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida has directed offi-
cials to collect and analyse 
information. His office 
stated that Kishida has in-
structed officials to provide 
speedy and adequate infor-
mation regarding the mis-
sile launch to the people.
The statement of Kishida 
comes after Japan’s PM’s 
office announced that 

Pyongyang has fired a 
suspected ballistic missile 
without providing further 
details.  PM Kishida has 
directed officials to ensure 
the safety of aircraft, ves-
sels and other assets. He 
has said that officials must 
take all measures for pre-
cautions. Japan PM’s office 
in a statement announced 
the instructions given by 
Prime Minister Kishida 
in response to a missile 
launched by North Korea. 

japan pm directs precaUtionary 
steps after missile laUncH
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economic crisis

United nations mission warns 
of worsening lanka food crisis

Meta Chief Executive Mark 
Zuckerberg spoke to hun-
dreds of executives on 
Tuesday (local time) and 
confirmed about laying off 
employees on Wednesday 
morning.

Zuckerberg appeared 
downcast in Tuesday’s 
meeting and said he was ac-
countable for the company’s 
missteps. His over-optimism 
about growth had led to 
overstaffing, according to 
people present in the meet-
ing, 

The company is expected to 
cut thousands of employees 
beginning Wednesday, and 
this will likely be the largest 
of the year to date in the tech 
sector, the Wall Street Jour-
nal reported, citing people in 
the know about the matter.

Employees who are to be 
laid off will receive at least 
four months of salary, the 
newspaper reported. Ac-
cording to the report, Zuck-
erberg mentioned recruit-
ing and business teams as 
among those facing layoffs. 
An internal announcement 
of the layoff plan is expected 
at about 6 am Wednesday, 

Meta’s head of human 
resources, Lori Goler, told 

the group that employees 
who lose their jobs will be 
provided with at least four 
months of salary as sever-
ance, according to people 
familiar with the meeting.
Zuckerberg described broad 
cuts and specifically men-
tioned the recruiting and 
business teams as among 
those facing layoffs. A gen-
eral internal announcement 
of the company’s layoff plans 
is expected around 6 a. East-
ern time on Wednesday, with 
the specific employees losing 
their jobs informed over the 
course of the morning,After 
the meeting, company direc-
tors in numerous sections of 
the organization began noti-
fying their subordinates of 
cuts and reorganizations.

overstaffing

Meta CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg 
confirms laying  
off employees
TDG NeTwork
Washington

In response to the devas-
tating impacts of climate 
change affecting vulnerable 
people all over the world, the 
COP27 Presidency on Tues-
day launched the Sharm-El-
Sheikh Adaptation Agenda 
in partnership with the 
High-Level Champions and 
the Marrakech Partnership.

“The Sharm-El-Sheikh 
Adaptation Agenda outlines 
30 Adaptation Outcomes to 
enhance resilience for 4 bil-
lion people living in the most 
climate-vulnerable commu-
nities by 2030,” the UN Cli-
mate Change said in a state-
ment posted on its Twitter 
handle. 

Each outcome presents 
global solutions that can 
be adopted at a local level 
to respond to local climate 
contexts, needs and risks 
and deliver systems trans-
formation required to protect 
vulnerable communities to 
rising climate hazards, such 
as extreme heat, drought, 
flooding, or extreme weather.

It comes as research warns 
that nearly half the world’s 
population will be at se-
vere risk of climate change 
impacts by 2030, even in a 

1.5-degree world according to 
analysis published by IPCC 
AR6 WG II Report and the 
UN Climate Change High-
Level Climate Champions. 
Collectively, these outcomes 
represent the first compre-
hensive global plan to rally 
both State and non-State 
actors behind a shared set 
of adaptation actions that 
are required by the end of 
this decade across five im-
pact systems: food and ag-
riculture, water and nature, 
coastal and oceans, human 
settlements, and infrastruc-
ture, and including enabling 
solutions for planning and 
finance. At the launch today, 
COP27 President Sameh 
Shoukry and High-Level 
Champions Dr. Mahmoud 
Mohieldin and Nigel Top-
ping, called on all State and 
non-State actors to get be-
hind this critical Agenda.

COP27 President and 
Egypt’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Sameh Shoukry: “It 
is our aspiration that the 
Sharm-El-Sheikh Adapta-
tion Agenda represents a 
significant contribution to 
enhancing global action on 
adaptation and resilience as 
an utmost priority. The COP 
27 Presidency is keen to de-
velop a governance arrange-

ment to secure continuity in 
scope, priorities and report-
ing.” 

“It will lead the work build-
ing on: a) the adaptation-fo-
cused initiatives launched by 
COP27 Presidency at COP27 
that shall accelerate action 
across system interventions 
and b) the adaptation and 
resilience outcome targets 
identified by the High-Level 
Champions. The Marrakech 
Partnership, the High-Level 
Champions and a number 
of specialised UN agen-
cies will work together- as 
partners- to accelerate an 
agenda of global adaptation 
action through following up 
on the implementation of 
Sharm-El-Sheikh Adapta-
tion Agenda,” he added.

Mahmoud Mohieldin UN 
Climate Change High-Level 
Champion for COP27 said: 
“The Outcomes were iden-
tified jointly with a broad 
range of active stakeholders, 
reflecting existing and new 
global targets based on sci-
ence along with local knowl-
edge and initiatives. The Out-
come targets will continue to 
be refined and expanded by 
the High-Level Champions 
with inputs from State and 
non-State actors to support 
their operationalization.”

climate change

COP27 hosts launch plan 
to build climate resilience 
for 4 billion by 2030

haqeeqi azadi march

sheer terror

imran khan’s long march to 
resUme from wazirabad

taliban member kills yoUng 
girl in afghanistan after she 
rejected marriage proposal
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Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaaf (PTI) on Tues-
day announced that 

its Haqeeqi Azadi march 
will be resuming at 1 pm 
from Wazirabad Allah-
wale Chowk on Thursday. 
Incidentally, it happens to 
be the same spot where for-
mer prime minister Imran 
Khan was shot at while car-
rying out his long march. 
“Pakistan get ready!!! God 

willing, on Thursday, No-
vember 10, at 1:00 p.m., 
the Haqeeqi Azadi Long 
March will resume its jour-
ney from Wazirabad Allah-
wale Chowk,” PTI tweeted 
(translated from Urdu). 
Earlier on Monday, PTI Vice 
Chairman Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi announced that the 
party’s long march, which 
was halted after an assas-
sination attempt on Imran 
Khan, will be resumed on 
Thursday instead of Tues-
day as earlier announced, 

A RY  News  r e p o r t e d . 
Meanwhile, the First In-
formation Report (FIR) 
against the attempted assas-
sination was registered on 
Monday, after the country’s 
apex court issued a 24-hour 
ultimatum to the Punjab 
Police, Geo news reported. 
Earlier, the Pakistan Su-
preme Court issued an 
order to the IG of Punjab 
Police, Faisal Shahkar, to 
file the FIR of the gun at-
tack on the PTI chief. He 
was also ordered to submit 

a report within 24 hours. 
However, Imran Khan 
termed the FIR filed by the 
Punjab province as “far-
cical” and added that his 
lawyers will soon put for-
ward Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) chief’s position. 
“On the issue of the farcical 
FIR, my lawyers will give my 
position. All my life I dreamt 
of seeing my country as a 
prospering welfare state & 
my struggle throughout has 
been to make this dream a 
reality for my nation. 

Today the nation has 
awakened, understood & 
risen in support of my mes-
sage of justice, freedom 
and national sovereign-
ty,” Imran Khan tweeted. 
Imran Khan was shot 
during his long march 
in  Wazirabad on No-
vember 3, leading to bul-
let injuries in his legs. 
After sustaining injuries on 
his leg, he was shifted to a 
hospital for treatment. The 
attack left one dead and 13 
injured, the reports said.

Afghanistan’s Taliban se-
curity head killed a young 
girl in Balkh province after 
she rejected his marriage 
proposal, Khaama Press re-
ported citing local sources. 
The Taliban administra-
tion’s head of Propagation 
of Virtue and Prevention of 
Vice in the Sholgara district 
of Balkh province, Mul-
lah Yasin killed a young 
girl named Maryam after 
she rejected his marriage 
proposal. Surprisingly, the 
Taliban government offi-
cials in the Balkh province 
acknowledged the incident 
and claimed that Mullah 
Yasin was detained and as-
sured that he is in custody. 
According to Mohammad 
Asif Waziri, the spokesper-
son for the Taliban chief 
of police in the province of 
Balkh, Maryam was the 
victim of a single murder 
by a department employee. 
Among the topics that cre-
ate headlines in the me-
dia are sexual corruption 
and scandals involving the 
Taliban and the insatiable 
yearning for marriage. 
The Taliban leader had pre-
viously told his people to 

decide on a path of action, 
think about their respon-
sibilities, and refrain from 
having more than one wife.  
This occurs at a time when 
Taliban commanders are re-
ported to have paid sizable 
dowries to their fathers-
in-law in return for the 
hands of their daughters, 
and a Taliban commander 
recently transported his 
newlywed bride home on 
a military chopper belong-
ing to the Afghan National 
Army, as per Khaama Press. 
Ever since the Taliban 
took over Afghanistan, the 
plight of Afghan women 
has continued to be de-
plorable in the country. 
Women’s lives have become 
worst under the Taliban’s 
regime. 

The girls were stopped 
from going to school beyond 
a sixth grade on March 23 
and a decree against the 
women’s dress code was is-
sued after a month. There are 
restrictions on movement, 
education and freedom of 
expression of women pos-
ing a threat to their survival. 
Not only this, the lack of 
female healthcare work-
ers has prevented women 
from accessing basic medi-
cal facilities, and interna-

tional donors, who fund 90 
per cent of health clinics, 
are hesitant to send mon-
ey because of their fear of 
the funds being misused. 
Around 80 per cent of wom-
en working in the media have 
lost their jobs, and almost 
18 million women in the 
country are struggling for 
health, education and social 
rights. Many women, par-
ticularly those who worked 
in security agencies, lost 
their jobs after the Islamic 
Emirate was re-established. 
The United Nations Assis-
tance Mission in Afghani-
stan (UNAMA) released a 
report the previous month, 
outlining the human rights 
situation in Afghanistan 
since the Taliban takeover.

The report summarized 
UNAMA’s findings with 
regard to the protection 
of civilians, extrajudicial 
killings, torture and ill-
treatment, arbitrary arrests 
and detentions, the rights 
of women and girls in Af-
ghanistan, fundamental 
freedoms and the situa-
tion in places of detention. 
Amid this, the rehiring of 
women officers comes as a 
ray of hope for the women 
facing several severe chal-
lenges in the country.
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The United Nations (UN) 
team in Sri Lanka and non-
governmental organisa-
tions on Tuesday revised 
and extended their joint 
Humanitarian Needs and 
Priorities (HNP) Plan, 
which aims to provide life-
saving assistance to 3.4 
million people amid Sri 
Lanka’s worst economic 
crisis since independence. 
Since June, the HNP has 
been responding to the Gov-
ernment’s request for UN-
backed multi-sector support 
for Sri Lanka’s debt and 
food and medicine short-
ages. “Governments and 
donor agencies have helped 
the humanitarian commu-
nity reach over 1 million of 
the country’s most vulner-
able people with cash, food, 
school meals, medicine, pro-
tection, and livelihood sup-
port,” the UN mission in Sri 
Lanka said in a statement. 
The HNP--aligned with ap-
peals from other UN agen-
cies--has raised USD 79 mil-
lion for Sri Lanka thanks to 
landmark support from sev-
eral countries and agencies. 
The HNP’s revision extends 
the plan through 2022 and 
requires USD 70 million in 
additional funds to reach a 
total of USD 149.7 million. 
“We are immensely appre-
ciative of the solidarity the 

international community 
has shown with the people of 
Sri Lanka, including through 
their generous contributions 
to the HNP. This solidarity 
must be sustained if we are to 
insulate the most at-risk peo-
ple from the impacts of the 
ongoing crisis,” said UN Res-
ident Coordinator in Sri Lan-
ka, Hanaa Singer-Hamdy. 
In response to the humani-
tarian community’s updat-
ed estimates on the number 
of people in need across all 
25 of Sri Lanka’s districts, 
the extended appeal will 
improve nutrition for chil-
dren, pregnant women, 
and breastfeeding mothers; 
secure safe drinking wa-
ter; and protect vulnerable 
farming and fishing house-
holds. Ms. Singer-Hamdy 
stressed the importance of 
strengthening local food 
production and delivery. 
“At this point, safeguarding 
livelihoods is safeguard-

ing lives in Sri Lanka,” 
Ms. Singer-Hamdy said. 
Food insecurity in Sri Lanka 
has increased dramatically 
due to two consecutive sea-
sons of poor harvests, for-
eign exchange shortages, and 
reduced household purchas-
ing power. 
With a poor harvest season 
forecast for 2023 and food 
inflation of 85.6 per cent 
in October 2022, many Sri 
Lankans are struggling. 
Twenty-eight per cent of the 
population--or 6.3 million 
people--face moderate-to-
severe acute food insecu-
rity. According to the World 
Bank’s 2022 Development 
Update, the poverty rate rose 
from 13.1 percent to 25.6 per-
cent between 2021 and 2022. 
The revised HNP comple-
ments existing emergency 
operations carried out by the 
UN and humanitarian part-
ners. oductive healthcare, for 
867,000 people.
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People waiting in queue for aid amid a crisis in Sri Lanka.

The situation at the incident site.

Mark Zuckerberg, Meta Ceo

The Hindu residents of 
Leicester expressed their 
dissatisfaction with the me-
dia for turning the post-In-
dia-Pakistan cricket match 
violent clashes into a case 
of Hindu-Muslim rivalry. 
Arshia Malik wrote in Asian 
Lite International, that the 
Hindu residents objected to 
the fact that the media did 
not put forth their plight 
and instead ended up turn-
ing this into a Hindu-Muslim 
rivalry. Malik further wrote, 
although, it was clear that 
clashes had the characteris-
tic of post-game events riots 
that dot the European land-
scape every now and then. 
After the clashes erupted in 
the UK’s Leicester between 
some young men of Paki-
stan and Indian origin, no 
one expected it to become 
into a Hindu-Muslim rivalry. 
Some Muslim extremists 
and radicals further added 
fuel to the fire joining the 
commotion with fake news, 
rumours and threats on 
social media to sour dip-

lomatic relations between 
India and the UK, Asian 
Lite International reported. 
According to Asian Lite In-
ternational, the Muslim heri-
tage journalists presented a 
biased one-sided view of the 
whole matter and used their 
pet scapegoat of Hindutva, 
RSS, and Indian national-
ism to give cover fire to the 
instigators like Maajid Free-

man and Mohamed Hijab, 
the UK-based radicals having 
links to terror organisations. 
As per Asian Lite Interna-
tional, a mob also staged 
a violent demonstration 
outside the Durga Bhawan 
temple in United King-
dom’s Smethwick in Bir-
mingham on September 20. 
After this, the Leicester Po-
lice Department clearly stated 

that Hindus had ‘no involve-
ment’ in any kind of violence, 
while the mob had been 
dog-whistled from different 
counties and cities of Eng-
land to converge on planned 
dates and behave rowdily. 
Earlier, a UK-based think 
tank debunked the nar-
ratives that RSS and Hin-
dutva groups played part 
in the violent clashes, put-

ting the wider Hindu com-
munity at risk from hate, 
vandalism and assault. 
Charlotte Littlewood, a Re-
search Fellow at the Henry 
Jackson Society, made the 
conclusion after conducting 
interviews with both Mus-
lim and Hindu residents, 
compiling social media evi-
dence, video evidence, po-
lice reports and statements. 
The cycle of violence was 
triggered on August 28 after 
India won the Asia Cup T20 
match against Pakistan. A 
clash broke out among groups 
of young men in Leicester-
shire, according to the Leices-
tershire police statement. 
“These are problematic 
as this will only polarise a 
once harmonious commu-
nity, even further. These 
narratives have caused a 
local issue to spill over into 
places such as Birming-
ham,” read the statement. 
The Indian High Commission 
also condemned the violence 
perpetrated against the In-
dian community in Leicester 
and sought immediate action 
against those involved in the 
attacks.

after violent clashes

Hindu residents dissatisfied with media in 
Leicester for not putting forth their plight
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A mob stages a demonstration outside the Durga Bhawan temple.
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 A snow 
leopard 
seen on 

the hills, in 
Srinagar on 
Wednesday. 

ANI

WILDLIFE MARVEL

#PakVsNz

NetizeNs await iNdia Vs PakistaN 
after latter storms iNto fiNal 
Star batters Babar Azam and Mohammad Rizwan found 
form at the right moment, smashing key half-centuries 
to help Pakistan cruise into the final of the ICC T20 
World Cup after defeating New Zealand by seven wick-
ets in the first semifinal at the Sydney Cricket Ground 
on Wednesday. Men in Green will play either India or 
England in the final of the tournament.

Irfan Pathan tweeted, “Admirable journey in this World 
Cup for team Pakistan coming from behind.”

Suresh Raina  tweeted, “Well played Babar and Riz-
wan, what a powerful performance you have showcased 
in today’s match, once again an important partnership 
between the two most composed and skilled players. 
Congratulations. ”

 Tweeting  a picture of Virat Kohli, one of the netizens 
expressed, “Only this man can stop Pakistan from win-
ning this World Cup.”

Solving the climate 
crisis requires 
strong political 
leadership. I urge 
all government 
leaders to provide 
non-state entities 
with a level playing 
field to transition 
to a just, net-zero 
future.
— Antonio Guterres

BRAIN-PICKING

United Nations Secretary-General, at the ongoing COP27 
summit.
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A video that has every-
one talking on the 
Internet, shows how 

a driving test is conducted in 
China.

If you dread taking your 
driver’s licence test, you 
might get the jitters after 
watching this video from 
China, which depicts the 
numerous obstacles that the 
driver must overcome in or-
der to pass the test.

A social media user who 
goes by the name Tansu Ye-
gen posted the clip on Twit-
ter and wrote, “Driver license 
exam station in China”.

The video shows a path 
with white outlines that in-
cludes a number of obstacles, 

and a person is seen driving 
their car within the marked 
lines, making sure they don’t 
touch the white line. The car 
is seen getting parked, doing 

an eight, and even driving 
backwards.

The video opened with the 
car making a zigzag trail. 
The driver was then seen 

backing up the vehicle and 
parking it. One of the five 
individuals who were stand-
ing next to the car at this time 
could be seen moving to the 
opposite side to observe if 
the driver had touched any 
outlines.

A short while later, the 
driver was seen making an 
eight before reversing the 
vehicle for a longer route 
that included ascending and 
descending a track. At last, 
the driver was seen parallel 
parking, one of the trickiest 
manoeuvres for inexperi-
enced drivers.

While the video has 
stunned many, it has left 
others thinking and con-
templating how long it takes 
for people in China to get a 
driver’s license.

DRIVING tEst IN ChINA Is just 
LIKE WALKING oN EGGshELLs

Raju Srivastav’s last on-screen 
appearance leaves fans emotional

FANDoM 

B-toWN

Makers of the comedy series 
“Hostel Daze: Season 3” un-
veiled the teaser on Tuesday, 
which has made the fans a 
bit emotional. The one-min-
ute-long teaser began with 
some glimpses from the pre-
vious seasons and how engi-
neering college hostel life is 
different each year.

The teaser also featured 
clips from many of the 
show’s guest appearances 
this season. 

The one clip that caught 
all the eyeballs was of the 
late Indian comedian Raju 
Srivastav, who died due to 
a heart attack in September 
2022.

Taking to Instagram, Am-
azon Prime Video shared 
the teaser, which they 
captioned, “A triple dose 
of dosti, dillagi, and dorm-
room drama is coming your 
way this November! “#Hos-
telDazeOnPrime S3, 16 Nov.”

The short glimpse of the 
famous comedian indicates 

that he might be portraying 
the role of a local tea shop 
owner near the college cam-
pus.

Soon after the teaser for the 
new season was released, 
emotional fans swamped 
the comment section and 
dropped red heart emoti-
cons.

“Late Raju ji ko dekh ke 
acha laga,” a fan comment-
ed.

Another fan wrote, “Cant 
wait for Raju bhai’s last ap-
pearance.”

Srivastav, 58, had been 
on life support ever since 
he was admitted to the All 

Indian Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIMS) on August 
10 following a heart attack. 
The comedian had been in 
the entertainment industry 
since the 1980s . 

He shot to fame after par-
ticipating in the first sea-
son of the reality stand-up 
comedy show ‘The Great 
Indian Laughter Challenge’ 
in 2005.

Created by The Viral Fever 
(TVF) and directed by Ab-
hinav Anand, the comedy-
drama will see the groups 
of friends portrayed by Ah-
saas Channa, Luv Vispute, 
Shubham Gaur, Nikhil Vi-

jay, Ayushi Gupta, and Utsav 
Sarkar back in college with 
new dilemmas.

The show is all set to 
stream on Amazon Prime 
Video from 16 November 
2022.

Hostel Daze captures the 
lives of six college students 
and their hostel life. Pep-
pered with absurdities, 
clashes, and debacles inher-
ent to hostel life, the series 
depicts the journey that 
every hostel resident goes 
through.

The third season dives 
deeper into the lives of these 
six friends, who are trying 
to tackle the mid-life crisis 
they face in the third year of 
college. 

While they put their best 
foot forward to balance 
friendship, college life, stud-
ies and the changing dynam-
ics, making for an entertain-
ing season.

Actor Adarsh Gourav, who 
played the lead role of Ankit 
in the first two seasons of 
the show, will not be a part 
of this season.
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Here’s who Virat Kohli 
is fanboying over 

MusIC 

Virat Kohli’s love for music is 
a well-known fact, but it was 
recently revealed that he is a 
huge fan of Abhishek Bensla, 
aka MC Square, who is the 
winner of the reality talent 
show MTV Hustle 2.0.

The rapper received a 
surprise DM from the ace 
Indian cricketer. The snap-
shots of the texts exchanged 
between Virat and Square 
went viral. The screenshots 
were shared by Square a few 
days ago.

In his text, Virat wrote, 
“Bhaisahab Kamaal hi kardi 
tumne toh. Wah.”

“Shukriya bhaiya, been a 

fan since day one. Din bana 
diya aapne,” he wrote back 
to him,” Square replied to 
Virat.

Showering the young sing-
er with his blessings, Virat 
responded, “Khush raho. 
Lage raho. Naina ki Talwaar 
Maine 100 baar sun liya kam 
se kam. Kamaal”.

Virat’s gesture won many 
hearts. “Kohli is the best,” 
a social media user com-
mented.

 «How sweet. Ek hi dil hai 
kohli sahab kitna jeetoge,» 
another one wrote.

MTV Hustle 2.0 featured 
rappers, pitting under-
ground rappers from across 
the country against one an-
other in rap battles.
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You’VE LIVED thRouGh 
It, NoW GEt READY to 
WAtCh It oN-sCREEN 

After receiving an overwhelming response for his direc-
torial debut, Babli Bouncer, filmmaker Madhur Bhan-
darkar is back with India Lockdown, a hard-hitting film 
that will showcase the plight of people amidst lockdown 
during the first wave of the pandemic in 2020.

The film, starring 
Shweta Basu Prasad, 
Sai Tamhankar, Pra-
teik Babbar, Aahana 
Kumra, and Prakash 
Belawadi, among 
others, is releasing 
on 2 December. It’s 
backed by Jayantilal 
Gada of PEN Stu-
dios, Madhur Bhan-
darkar’s Bhandarkar 
Entertainment, and 
Pranav Jain’s P J Mo-
tion Pictures.

The filmmaker said, 
“There is no better re-
ward than your work being liked and recognised by au-
diences and critics.” I am happy with all the love people 
have responded with; my social media timeline is flooded 
with messages from people all across the country who 
saw the family entertainer Babli Bouncer. I hope we get 
the same love for India Lockdown too.

Ask him if he would have liked the films to be released 
in theaters. Bhandarkar says, “Babli Bouncer was con-
ceived with Disney Hotstar and Junglee Pictures as an 
OTT film. We knew this would be the root we would 
take even before the India Lockdown.”Both the films 
were shot during the pandemic with all protocols and 
restrictions in place.”

India Lockdown premieres on Zee5 on 2 December.
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FIVE GoRGEous WoMEN 
across the world 
With time the definition of beauty keeps evolving 
and the beauty of women possesses remarkable 
strength, grace, and sensibilities. here are the 
5-most gorgeous women in the world through 
which the world is poised. 

aNgeliNa Jolie
If we talk about the hottest woman of all 
time, Angelina jolie is on top. Angelina is 
one of the highest-paid actresses in hol-

lywood. Angelina not only works in the movies, but 
also works actively on child rights, and human and 
women’s rights issues. Angelina also runs jolie-
Pitt Foundation, which works toward humanitarian 
causes all around the world. Angelina has also won 
an Oscar. 

Halle Berry
A multi-talented and attractive woman, 
halee Berry began her career as a 
model. She has become one of hol-

lywood’s highest-paid actresses and has also won 
an Oscar award for her performance in the film 
Monster’s Ball.

Blake liVely
Blake lively is known for her role as 
Serena Van Der Woodsen in the hit TV 
series Gossip Girl, which was unmatched. 

Blake has a great taste for fashion, unmatched tal-
ent, charisma, and natural beauty, which has made 
her one of hollywood’s favourites. Blake has also 
won the Teen Choice Award for Best Breakthrough 
Performance among others.

aisHwarya rai BacHcHaN
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan is among the 
“world’s most beautiful women”. In 1994, 
Aishwarya was crowned Miss World. 

Aishwarya made her debut with the Tamil film Iru-
var.  Aishwarya has worked in many movies includ-
ing hindi, English, Tamil, Telugu, and Bengali. 

Bella Hadid
Young model Bella hadid is in her early 
20s and has earned quite a name for 
herself which has both beauty and brains. 

The young model Bella has achieved immense fame 
and success. At the same time, she is humble and 
adores the simple things in life. 

— MADHVI JHA 

Angelina jolie

Virat kohli, MC Square. 

raju Srivastav, 

Screengrab of the video. 

Being surrounded by nature helps many 
to de-stress and find peace. Singer-actor 
Diljit Dosanjh, who lives in Canada, is 
leaving no chance to enjoy the country’s 
winter season. 

Taking to Instagram, Diljit shared sev-
eral videos from his time at a beautiful 
snow-capped location.

In one of the clips, he is seen standing 
in front of a freezing lake and praying. 
He also shared glimpses of birds flying 
in a V formation.

 “Positive vibes only,” he captioned the 
post. Diljit›s post garnered several likes 
and comments.  “Paaji to nature: Vibe 
teri meri mildi aa,» a social media user 
commented.  “Ohoo vibe,» actor Sumeet 
Vyas commented.

Meanwhile, on the work front, Diljit 
was recently seen in Netflix›s film titled 
‹Jogi›, which explores the agony of the 
Sikh community in Delhi following the 
assassination of former Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi. In October 1984, vio-
lence erupted in the national capital and 
other parts of the country in which over 
3,000 Sikhs were killed across India.

DILjIt DosANjh’s DE-stREssING VIDEo WILL MAKE You 
WANt to tAKE A VACAtIoN



Japanese car maker 
Nissan has been in 
the Indian market for 

more than a decade and a 
half, but never before has 
the number of cars it of-
fers to the consumer been 
so limited as it is now. The 
company’s fortune cur-
rently depends largely on 
the Magnite compact SUV, 
which has been an ex-
tremely successful product 
ever since its first launch 
in late 2020. But the now 
the brand has answered 
that all-important question 
– what’s next? It has an-
nounced that it is studying 
the feasibility of two of its 
most popular global mod-
els for the dynamic Indian 
market.

The X-Trail and Qashqai 
are popular Nissan SUVs 
globally, and now the brand 
has confirmed that testing 
has begun on these two cars 
on Indian roads. Focusing 
specifically on their adapt-
ability to Indian roads and 
differing terrains, the tests 
will assess each vehicle’s 
ability to meet customers’ 
needs. Starting this month, 
the vehicles are being put 
through their paces by 

Nissan’s engineers on the 
roads that surround the 
company’s manufacturing 
plant in Chennai. Nissan 
says it aims to assess their 
suitability for the rapidly 
evolving Indian consumer 
base.

According to Nissan, 
over the coming weeks, 
it will be identifying the 
feasibility of models from 
its global portfolio for the 
future potential vehicle 
line-up in India. Once test-
ing is complete, the X-Trail 
will be introduced for sale 
first, followed by other 
models. In fact, the X-trail 
was one of the first 
cars launched 
by Nissan 
in  India 
i n  t h e 

mid-2000s, but its sale 
was discontinued owing to 
poor acceptance from the 
buyers. Now, of course, the 
SUV is much more tech-
nologically advanced and 
may get lapped up by con-
sumers in bigger numbers.

These vehicle assess-
ments are part of a holis-
tic study that Nissan is 
undertaking to prepare 
for its future in India. The 
wide-ranging review also 
includes securing future 
localised production for 
the long-term viability of 
domestic and export man-

ufacturing, as well as exploring the 
potential for electri-

fication in the 
longer term. 

The 

company has also show-
cased its extremely popu-
lar mini-SUV Juke in In-
dia for the first time, but 
there’s still no word if the 

car will either be tested or 
launched in the market 
anytime soon.

“The Indian market has 
boundless potential, and it 

is critical that we introduce 
the best vehicle line-up to 
align with what modern In-
dian consumers want and 
need,” said Frank Torres, 
President, Nissan India. 
“Following the success of 
the Nissan Magnite in In-
dia, we plan to strengthen 
our focus and leverage our 
expertise on high-quality 
SUVs that have become 
synonymous with our rep-
utation.”

“The success of Nissan 
Magnite has shown what’s 
possible for the Indian mar-
ket when you combine an 
excellent product with man-
ufacturing competitiveness, 
supported by strong gov-
ernment partnerships. We 

look forward to strength-
ening Nissan’s presence in 
India and delivering further 
innovation and excitement 
for our Indian customers,” 
said Torres.

The brand is also consid-
ering bringing electric cars 
to the Indian market. The 
Indian EV space is rapidly 
expanding, and the Leaf 
may just be the perfect elec-
tric car that Nissan could 
launch in India. It’s  a name 
that the Indian consumer is 
fairly aware of, which may 
help it find some traction if 
Nissan does decide to bring 
the car to India.

 
The author is a senior editor at 
carandbike.com

auto & techthe daily guardian review
thursday |  10 november 2022

new delhi 13
INTERESTING LINE-UP 

NISSaN X-TRaIL SUV SET To makE a 
comEback To ThE INdIaN maRkET
SHAMS RAZA NAQVI
NEW DELHI

When you have a good 
product, what gets hard is 
how to make it better year 
after year. I think the Apple 
Watch faces this dilemma. It 
has without a doubt been the 
most successful smartwatch 
in the market for years now. 
A watch, which stirred the 
high-end watch market as 
well. This time around with 
the Series 8, what new can 
one expect? Let’s find out.

Apple Watch Series 8 is 
centred around women’s 
health. It adds new safety 
features and a temperature 
sensor for some intriguing 
uses for women’s health and 
family planning.

Some more essential 
add-ons that you get on the 
watch are a new accelerom-

eter and gyroscope that can 
detect the extreme forces as-
sociated with a car crash and 
automatically call the emer-
gency services if you do not 
respond within 20 seconds. 
This is in addition to the cur-
rent fall detection system.

Sleep tracking also gets 
advanced with a pair of tem-
perature sensors. Some cool 
things can be done by your 
watch, like indicating chang-
es in your body like sickness, 
jet lag, and exercise. It can’t 
pinpoint your body tem-
perature, but it can create 
a baseline for you over five 
nights with sleep tracking.

As mentioned earlier, this 
watch is great for women’s 
health. You could record 
your menstrual cycle earlier, 
and now you can track your 
ovulation as well. It has been 
a great help personally for 

me, as I have used the health 
app constantly throughout 
my pregnancy.

The best part has been 
the log sheet for me in the 
Health App. I can store, 

check, and compare all of 
my medical details. From 
my glucose testing to the 

number of hours I worked 
out, all is logged in and can 
be compared for my better 
health.

One of the most important 
aspects for me has been the 
heart rate monitoring. So 
many times, it has indicated 
that my resting heart rate is 
above normal, and I need to 
relax.  This constant moni-
toring via the help of the 
sensors and log data does 
keep your mind stress-free.  
The most important thing is 
privacy and that one can be 
sure about with the health 
app, which are end-to-end 
encrypted and the data if 
we you don’t want to are not 
shared with anyone.

With these great add-ons, 
one thing that makes Apple 
Watch fun are the watch 
faces. You get a lot of new 
watch faces with the latest 

watchOS 9 software.
You also get a lot more add-

ons in the workout app. You 
can now change the metrics 
displayed on the face dur-
ing runs, cycles, and other 
workouts. There are also 
new advanced metrics to 
use, including heart rate 
zones, running power, verti-
cal oscillation, stride length, 
and ground contact time.

Design-wise, the Series 8 
looks no different except for 
the fact that you have new 
colours for the watch and 
strap. But then, when you 
have a successful model, 
why change the equation?

The battery of the Series 8 
is on point. For me when I 
use my watch the whole day 
and utilise it extensively, not 
just for workout but for mes-
sage replies and constant 
health tracking, I have the 

always–on option activated. 
The watch is less than 50 
% exhausted at night. The 
charging helps buckle back 
the battery in about 20 min-
utes.

Apple Watch Series 8 
comes at a starting price of 
Rs 45,900. You have a lot of 
offers and can get cashback 
offers on certain cards and 
banks. For me, it is without 
a doubt a good upgrade as 
it works well in the depart-
ments. I really need the 
watch for health, workout 
and battery. For people who 
are looking for a design 
change, Series 8 might not 
be something you want, but 
then you have Apple Watch 
Ultra, which is an altogether 
new design line. In terms of 
a good smartwatch, Apple 
Series 8 continues to be the 
front-runner.

TEch & YoU 

aPPLE WaTch SERIES 8 IS a dEVIcE ThaT caTERS To WomEN’S hEaLTh

Apple Watch

Nissan Juke

Nissan Qashqai Nissan X-Trail

RIcHA KApooR
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QUaLcomm’S aRm-baSEd 12-coRE 
dESkToP cPU comING SooN
Since last year, Qualcomm has been producing PC chip-
sets, but its efforts have been rather modest, with the 
majority of them recycling designs from its phone prod-
ucts. According to GSM Arena, now a reliable source 
has claimed that the company is about to finally take the 
project seriously and 
deliver a beastly desk-
top CPU. The report 
claims it will be un-
veiled in 2024 and it’s 
codenamed ‘Hamoa’, 
which would be help-
ful in tracking future 
leaks about the chip. 
The Hamoa chip will house 12 CPU cores in an 8+4 con-
figuration. The big cluster consists of eight performance 
cores, while the cluster of four is made of energy-efficient 
cores. The chip will support discrete GPUs as well, report-
ed GSM Arena.The Phoenix core architecture from Nuvia, 
created by former Apple employees who worked on the 
company’s existing ARM-based Apple CPUs, is reportedly 
what Qualcomm would adopt. Qualcomm acquired the 
Nuvia start-up some time ago so it’s no surprise that the 
company will make use of the new architecture, which in 
turn promised a 50 to 100 per cent performance increase 
in a 5-watt per core limit. That’s of course based on respec-
tive numbers from back in 2020. Either way, the report 
suggests that the performance is “extremely promising” 
so a proper ARM-based Windows experience. 

NVIdIa’S 12Gb RTX 4080 GPU 
LIkELY To bE RENamEd
American technology company Nvidia paused the launch 
of its 12GB RTX 4080 graphics card last month, after a 
backlash over the naming and pricing. However, it seems 
the GPU is coming back but with a different name. Ac-
cording to The Verge, a well-known leaker says the “un-
launched” GPU will return as the RTX 4070 Ti in January, 
as Nvidia attempts to fix the confusing naming around 
two RTX 4080 cards that had totally different specs. A 
Twitter user named kopite7kimi said “the original RTX 
4080 12GB will become RTX 4070 Ti instead,” and re-
plied to questions on a January 2023 release date with a 
thumbs up. Previously, the user has correctly predicted 
the specifications of the RTX 3090 and RTX 3080, and 
that the RTX 4090 would require 450 watts of power, 
reported The Verge. 
It would be logi-
cal to see the 12GB 
RTX 4080 make a 
comeback under the 
RTX 4070 Ti name 
because the 16GB 
model was so different from the 12GB model. Nvidia re-
ceived harsh criticism for labelling the 12GB model as an 
RTX 4080. The RTX 4080 12GB was supposed to start at 
USD 899 and include 7,680 CUDA Cores, a 2.31GHz base 
clock that boosts up to 2.61GHz, 639 Tensor-TFLOPs, 92 
RT-TFLOPs, and 40 Shader-TFLOPs. As per The Verge, 
the 16GB RTX 4080 is much more powerful, with 9,728 
CUDA Cores, a base clock of 2.21GHz. 

LG dISPLaY 12-INch PaNEL 
STRETchES UP To 14 INchES
Although foldable 
displays have been 
making headway 
in the smartphone 
market, a related 
technology known 
as stretchable dis-
plays is also gradu-
ally emerging. According to GSM Arena, LG Display has 
demonstrated a 12” panel that can be stretched to 14” and 
released back to 12” without damaging it. This type of bendy, 
stretchy display can be used in clothing and furniture as 
it can easily conform to complex shapes and the ability to 
stretch will make it more comfortable to wear. LG Display 
foresees uses in various industries including “fashion, 
wearables, mobility and gaming”. It can even find a place 
in the automobile and aircraft industry as well. As far as 
prototype panels go this display seems pretty high quality. 
At 100ppi it has pixel density similar to that of a 40” 4K 
TV. And it has full-color RGB capabilities, reported GSM 
Arena. The display is built on a special silicon substrate that 
is also used for contact lenses. It features micro-LEDs that 
are connected via S-shaped springs instead of straight wires 
so that they can stretch 20 per cent without breaking. As 
per GSM Arena, last year, a company named Royole had 
showcased a stretchable display demo panel that was 2.7” 
and had 96 x 60px resolution. Before that in 2017 Samsung 
demoed a stretchable display, though that one was mostly 
able to survive deformation rather than stretch to a new size. 

aPPLE mIGhT chaNGE ‘hEY SIRI’ 
VoIcE aSSISTaNT PhRaSE
American tech giant Apple is looking to change Siri’s trig-
ger phrase from ‘Hey Siri’, to just ‘Siri’, suggests a new re-
port. According to The Verge, the said report was shared 
by Bloomberg’s Mark Gurman and this change would 
mean that users would just need to say ‘Siri’ followed by 
a command to activate the smart assistant. Gurman noted 
that Apple’s been working on this feature for the past sev-
eral months and is expected to roll it out next year or in 
2024. However, in order for the functionality to work ef-
fectively, Apple would need to invest a “significant amount 
of AI training and underlying engineering work,” since 
the smart assistant will need to 
grasp the single wake word in 
numerous accents and dialects. 
The current, two-word trigger 
phrase, ‘Hey Siri’, increases the 
chance of Siri picking up on it. 
The Verge reported that switch-
ing to a single wake phrase might 
help Siri compete with Amazon’s 
Alexa, which already allows users to activate the smart as-
sistant with ‘Alexa’ rather than ‘Hey Alexa’. It would also 
put Siri ahead of Google Assistant, which requires the ‘Ok 
Google’ or ‘Hey Google’ phrases to activate, though users 
do not have to repeat the wake word when saying back-
to-back requests. Before shutting down its voice assistant 
last year, even Microsoft had shifted from ‘Hey Cortana’ 
to ‘Cortana’ on smart speakers. The shorter trigger phrase 
isn’t the only change expected from Siri.

IN bRIEf

case size: 41 or 45mm

case thickness: 10.7mm

Weight: 32/38.8g or 42.3/51.5g

processor: S8

RAM: 1GB

Storage: 32GB

operating system: WatchOS 9

Water resistance: 50 metres (5ATM)

Sensors: HR, ECG, spO2, temp, mic, 
speaker, NFC, GNSS, compass, altimeter

connectivity: Bluetooth 5, wifi n, NFC, 
UWB, optional 4G/eSIM

SpecificationS

The X-Trail and Qashqai are popular 
Nissan SUVs globally, and now 

the brand has confirmed that 
testing has begun on these 
two cars on Indian roads. 

Focusing specifically on their 
adaptability to Indian roads 

and differing terrains, the 
tests will assess each vehicle’s 

ability to meet customers’ needs.
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Actor Chris Evans of “Captain America” fame 
has earned a new superpower by earning 
People magazine’s 2022 title of “Sexiest 

Man Alive.”
According to Page Six, the publication announced 

on Monday night that Evans landed its coveted dis-
tinction and corresponding cover. He has succeeded 
last year’s champ and fellow Avenger, Paul Rudd.

Upon receiving the accolade, Evan told People 
magazine that he expects his friends to tease him 
about the designation, while his mom revels in her 
son’s new-found title.

“Really, this will just be a point of bullying. It’s ripe 
for harassment,” Evans joked in an interview with 
People magazine. “My mom will be so happy. She’s 
proud of everything I do, but this is something she 
can really brag about,” he said.

His mom, Lisa, told the outlet that she wasn’t the 
least bit surprised her handsome son was deemed 
the sexiest living man.

The actor said his middle-school self would be 
“pumped” if he learned his fate, as per Page Six.

Evans rose to fame with his role as superhero 
Johnny Storm in two ‘Fantastic Four’ movies re-
leased in 2005 and 2007. However, his career re-
ally took off when he played the namesake star of 
‘Captain America: The First Avenger’ in 2011. He 
reprised the role in 10 Marvel films, ending in 2019 
with ‘Avengers: Endgame’.

More recently, he voiced Buzz Lightyear in Pixar’s 
‘Lightyear’ movie and played the villain opposite 
Ryan Reynolds in Netflix’s ‘The Gray Man’.

Chris Evans namEd 
2022’s ‘sExiEst man alivE’

aCCOladE 

Maate co-founder Priyanka C. Raina 
joined NewsX for an exclusive con-
versation as part of its in-house 
series, NewsX India A-List, which 
endeavours to put forth some of In-
dia’s finest and brightest personali-
ties. Priyanka was recognised on the 
show for excellence in social entre-
preneurship.

Priyanka derived her motivation to 
start the venture Maate from her own 
experience of being a mother, which 
she defines as a unique journey that 
one has to experience on one’s own.

She started Maate as a passionate 
mother because she couldn’t find 
natural products because the mar-
ket is loaded with chemical-induced 
products for infants. She further 
added that the venture is filled with 
love and motherly care, as “Maate” 
has completed 3 years in the market.

She reiterated that the products are 
chemical-free and sustainable, as she 
was overwhelmed by the chemically-
induced products for babies, which 
gave her the idea of creating natural-
based products. She also added that 
she has tested products on her chil-
dren.

Speaking about the Gracia-Raina 
Foundation, she said that many 
women are still unaware of the prob-
lems associated with pregnancy, so 
she is working to educate women 
on these issues, as well as maternal 
and reproductive health. She stated 

that the foundation started off with 
the slums in Delhi and has since 
branched out to other parts of the 
country.

On being asked about the changes 
that come with parenthood, she said 
that motherhood has changed her as 
a person; she has changed nations 
and professions. She even talked 
about how cricketer Suresh Raina 
has changed as a person after be-
coming a father, “Fatherhood has un-
doubtedly changed him as a person.”

 “Suresh adds a lot to the venture 
as he brings his experience from the 
field, competency, leadership, and 
decision-making skills,” Priyanka 
said upon being asked about his con-
tribution to the organisation.

She advised the young girls to fol-
low their hearts and to strive to be-
come financially and emotionally 
independent. She also felt honoured 
as she got recognised at iTV’s first 
Shakti Conclave, ‘We Women Want.’

Satyapal Chandra, author, found-
er, and CEO of MagTapp, joined 
NewsX for a conversation where 
NewsX recognised the author for 
his excellence in thought leader-
ship under the special series of 
NewsX India A-List.

In the exclusive conversation, 
the nationally acclaimed author 
opened up about his mythological 
fiction, “A promise among the dark 
wins,” and much more.

Satyapal Chandra illuminated 
some aspects of his book, which is 
set in two different timelines. One 
of them is set around 20,000 years 
ago, on the other hand, the story is 
set in current times, where the lead 
protagonists meet and have the 
revelation of their lives, which is 
basically that Annie was a golden 
angel in her last birth and Ravi was 
a monster.

The story is a mythological love 
story, as suggested by the author 
himself, set in a fictional city called 
Simphala. Talking about the re-
search that went into building the 
story from the grass-root level, he 
elucidated that he researched a lot 
about rare astronomical events, 
which included a detailed study on 
planetary alignment. 

The story is a mythological love 
story, as suggested by the author 

himself, set in a fictional city called 
Simphala. He expressed, “When 
they try to know each other, they 
get to know that very strange his-
tory is related to them. They have  
a purpose to be here. What is the 
purpose, what is the history, that is 
rooting them back to 20,000 years. 
That is the crux of the story.” 

Speaking about the characters 
in the film and what distinguishes 
them, Satyapal said, “I always take 
a lot of time to develop a character, 
thinking what should be the char-
acter, his or her behavior, their way 
of talking, the way they live, where 
they stay.”

Describing the main protagonist 
of the story Annie, Satyapal said, 
“she is a very powerful woman. She 
is extremely charismatic and the 
best thing is that she is not a human 
being. She is a golden angel and 
comes once in a generation. She is 
very powerful but for some strange 
reason, she is trapped on earth.”

Chandra also shed some light on 

his MagTapp (Magical Tapping) ap-
plication, which is an indigenous 
application that revolves around 
the concept of being a visual dic-
tionary, with more than 40 lakh us-
ers spending an average of 15 to 20 
minutes on the application.

The entrepreneur also reiterated 
that the application is becoming 
the first point of contact for a lot of 
Indians who still are deprived of 
smartphones. He has put his efforts 
into this application because once a 
waiter denied him service because 
he was not able to put his order in 
English.

Following this, he made a firm 
commitment to learning the lan-
guage in six months. While learn-
ing the language, he also learned 
that there’s a lot of potential in the 
language.

Upon being asked about what suc-
cess and failure have taught him, he 
said failure is your best friend and 
it guides you to your best decisions, 
which lead to success.

Working towards making 
women aware about maternal 
health: Priyanka C. Raina

Failure is your best friend, 
says Satyapal Chandra 
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Satyapal Chandra illuminated on some aspects of his book 
which is set in two different timelines. One of them is set 
around 20,000 years ago; on the other hand, the story is 
set in current times, where the lead protagonists meet and 
have the revelation of their lives, which is that Annie was 
a golden angel in her last birth and Ravi was a monster.

Priyanka C. Raina advised 
young girls to follow 
their heart and strive to 
become financially and 
emotionally independent.
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SEMI-FINAL CLASH 

WE OVERCAME ENGLAND AT THEIR HOME, 
GIVES US CONFIDENCE: ROHIT SHARMA

Indian captain Rohit 
Sharma stated that the 
team is confident as they 

overcame England at their 
home and exuded confi-
dence ahead of the semi-fi-
nal clash while speaking at a 
press conference in Adelaide 
on Wednesday.

“We know the nature of 
T20 cricket but beating 
England in England is a 
challenge and we overcame 
that and that is going to give 
us confidence,” stated Rohit 
Sharma on the English chal-
lenge that lies ahead of the 
team in the semi-final clash 
of the T20 World Cup. The 
captain backed the team to 
stick to its processes that 
have rendered results for 
them in this tournament and 
said that the semi-final clash 
is an opportunity for them to 
do what they came here for.

“Absolutely it’s an oppor-
tunity for us to do what we 
wanted. We have done well 
in this tournament we need 

to stick to what we are doing. 
Trust what we are doing so 
far. It is a contest between 
bat and ball,” remarked Ro-
hit.

T h e  I n d i a n  c a p t a i n 
stressed on the importance 
of doing well in the knock-

out games. He said that the 
players need to play with 
pride and remember that a 
bad game doesn’t define ei-
ther a player or a team.

“Knockout games are im-
portant. It is essential to do 
well in that knockout game 

but it doesn’t define you in 
one particular game. It is 
crucial to realize this. As 
players it is important to 
play and take pride in our-
selves, and where we have 
come from. Tomorrow we 
will have to play well to get 

the result. If you do well 
in knockout games then it 
gives you confidence. One 
bad game in knockout can’t 
truly define you,” mentioned 
the opener.

India had defeated Eng-
land in the three-match 
T20I series 2-1 on their Eng-
lish tour in the month of July 
earlier this year. Suryaku-
mar Yadav had scored 171 
runs in three innings, with 
an incredible strike rate of 
more than 200.

Suryakumar smashed a 
brilliant century in the final 
T20I and scored 117 runs in 
55 balls, almost taking India 
to a win. India had lost the 
match by 17 runs, chasing 
216.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar was 
declared the player of the 
series for his superb bowl-
ing throughout the series, 
scalping four wickets at an 
economy of just 6.25.

India will be locking horns 
with a formidable England 
line-up in their semi-final 
clash at the Adelaide Oval 
on Thursday, 10 November. 
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Indian skipper Rohit Sharma plays a shot during a practice session ahead of the match against England 
in the Semifinals of ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022, at Adelaide Oval, in Adelaide on Tuesday. 

The Indian Premier League 
mini-auction for the next sea-
son is to be held in Kochi on 
23 December, as reported by 
ESPNcricinfo.

As ESPNcricinfo reported 
on Wednesday, one change 
in the rule is that apart from 
what’s remaining in the fran-
chises’ purse, each team will 
get an additional INR 5 crore 
(approx. US $607,000) to 
spend. The total budget per 
franchise is expected to be 
raised from Rs 90 crore to Rs 
95 crore. All ten Indian Pre-
mier League franchises are 
working around the clock to 
determine which players to 
keep and who to release by 
November 15 the deadline 
set by the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI).

After last year’s auction, 
Punjab Kings had the most 
money left over - INR 3.45 
crore, while Lucknow Su-
per Giants had spent it all. 
The Chennai Super Kings 
had INR 2.95 crore left, fol-
lowed by Royal Challengers 
Bangalore INR 1.55 crore, 

Rajasthan Royals are left 
with INR 0.95 crore, and 
Kolkata Knight Riders INR 
0.45 crore.

The last year’s champions 
Gujarat Titans have left with 
INR 0.15 crore, while three 
other teams - Mumbai Indi-
ans, Sunrisers Hyderabad, 
and Delhi Capitals - received 
INR 0.10 crore.

Earlier in February, the 

IPL had a massive auction 
in which 204 players were 
purchased (out of a maxi-
mum possible 217 slots that 
were open).

There were 107 cap players 
and 97 uncapped players. 
The total amount invested 
was Rs 551.7 crores. The sold 
players were distributed as 
follows: 137 Indians and 67 
overseas players. 

 ONE CHANGE
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IPL auction set to be held 
in Kochi on 23 December

IPL mini-auction will be held in Kochi

The three-time Grand Slam 
champion Iga Swiatek fin-
ished the year a dominant 
number one in the women’s 
tennis rankings.

The 21-year-old finished 
on top of the WTA 
Rankings table 
with 11,085 
ranking 
points, 
the sec-
ond-
greatest 
total by a 
year-end No.1 in 
the rankings’ history, trail-
ing only Serena Williams’ 
2013 effort (13,260). Swiatek 
completed 2021 at No.9, with 
a tour-leading eight singles 
titles and a 67-9 record. 
Ons Jabeur of Tunisia con-
solidated second position. 
Jabeur concludes the year 
at No.2 after winning two 
championships in Madrid 
and Berlin, as well as reach-
ing two Grand Slam finals 
at Wimbledon and the US 
Open. This is her sec-
ond consecutive Top 10 
ranking, and she is up 
eight spots from No.10 
last year.

Jessica Pegula’s 
No.3 position is the 
highest finish by an 

American since 2016 when 
Serena Williams finished at 
No.2. Pegula had success on 
the tour’s biggest stages, win-
ning 36 of her 42 matches at 
the WTA 1000 

l e ve l  o r 
higher. 
For 
the 

first 
t i m e ,  t h e 

28-year-old, who finished 
2021 at No.18, has finished a 
season in the Top 10.

Caroline Garcia ascended 
to No.4 in the year-end rank-
ings after winning her fourth 
singles championship of the 
year at the WTA Finals, 
matching her career-high. 
Garcia, who completed 2021 
at No.74, now has two Top 10 
finishes, having also finished 

2017 at No.8.
Aryna Sabalenka bagged 

the No.5 position in the 
WTA Rankings.  A 
three-time finalist this 
year on three different 
surfaces, Sabalenka 
records her third 
consecutive Top 10 
finish, and second 
consecutive Top 5 
finish.

Maria Sakkari has 
reached 15 semifi-
nals in the last two 
seasons, tying Swi-
atek for the most on 
tour, resulting in 
her second consec-

utive Top 10 finish 
(she also ended 2021 
at No.6). Sakkari ad-

vanced to the semifi-
nals seven times in 2022 
and finished runner-up 
four times, including 
twice at WTA 1000 
events (Indian Wells and 

Guadalajara). 

 WTA RANKINGS 
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Iga Swiatek finishes World No. 1 
despite WTA  disappointment

 STEPPING UP

HE RISES TO THE OCCASION, IS A 
BIG MATCH PLAYER: JONATHAN 
AGNEW ON VIRAT KOHLI

Former England player turned 
broadcaster, Jonathan Philip 
Agnew praised Virat Kohli for 
stepping up in difficult situations 
and relishing the job of doing it 
consistently, while speaking exclu-
sively to ANI on Wednesday.

“He is a different sort of player 
than Yadav for instance. A bit more 
conventional. He is a big occasion 
player. He rises to the occasion. He 
relishes that sort of challenge. We 
saw him against Pakistan. That 
was a situation made for Kohli,” 
said the BBC broadcaster while 
drawing comparisons with the 
playing style of Suryakumar Ya-
dav. Speaking about the match-up 
between the England bowlers and 
Virat, he said that they have played 
with him enough to know where to 
bowl at him.

“England know him very well. 
They know where to bowl at him. 
So, England will feel they can con-
tain Kohli when they bowl at him. 
Whereas Yadav is more unpredict-
able. It is going to be a contest to 
watch out for,’ said Agrew.

The former player stated that the 
small square boundaries of Ad-
elaide are going to aid batters like 
Suryakumar Yadav who could be 
devastating if not controlled.

“Adelaide is a very different 
shape ground than the other ones. 

So, here you have very narrow 
straight boundaries and a very 
long straight. So, they have got 
players, particularly Yadav. They 
are going to try and make him hit 
straight. I think it will be an ex-
citing contest. He goes at such an 
alarming rate. England do have to 
control him somehow,” he said.

Agnew suggested that England 
bowlers should look to bowl off-
pace deliveries to him, to make him 
target the bigger straight boundar-
ies.

“They can take the pace off and 
try and make him hit straight 
and he is going to try and hit side-
ways. He destroyed Zimbabwe 
and they did not execute him very 
well. They bowled him a lot of full 
tosses. England will have similar 
plans, but I expect them to imple-
ment them a little better. They 
have a better class of bowlers,” ex-
pressed Agnew.

He did not choose any favourite 
for the semi-final clash and said 
that both the teams will be play-
ing at new venues with different 
conditions and what happens on 
the day will determine the winner.

“None at all. New game new con-
dition, new ground. It is interest-
ing to look at stats and data but so 
much depends on what happens 
on the day. Where the ball flies 
whether someone is there or not. 
There are a lot of uncontrollables’,” 
said Agnew.

TDG NETWORK
ADELAIDE

Virat Kohli 

PRO KABADDI LEAGUE

One of India’s most deco-
rated kabaddi coaches 
Ashan Kumar has changed 
the fortunes of the Tamil 
Thalaivas after taking 
over as the Head Coach of 
the side in the Pro Kabad-
di League Season 9 last 
month.

Since his appointment, 
the Thalaivas have reg-
istered four wins in five 
matches and climbed to 
the sixth spot on the points 
table. “Everyone in India 
watches the Pro Kabaddi 
League and even I was 

watching the games before 
I became the Head Coach of 
the Tamil Thalaivas team. I 
was keeping a keen eye on 
all the matches, looking at 
the techniques utilized by 
the players and how the 
players were dealing with 
different situations,” said 
Ashan Kumar the Head 
Coach of the side from 
Tamil Nadu, when asked 
if he was following the Pro 
Kabaddi League before he 
became as quoted by Pro 
Kabaddi League.

Along with taking the 
Thalaivas out of their 
slump, Ashan Kumar is 
also observing the perfor-

mances of players from 
other teams in the League, 
“Now, our main focus is 
the Pro Kabaddi League. 
This is the biggest kabaddi 
tournament in our country. 
I’ll think about the Indian 
team when the League gets 

over. However, I am watch-
ing each and every players’ 
movement and game in 
the League. New players 
will also emerge from this 
League, who will go on to 
play for India later.”

S p e a k i n g  ab o u t  I n-

dia’s chances at the Asian 
Games next year, Ashan 
Kumar said, “The Pro 
Kabaddi League is a very 
big platform. The tourna-
ment has taken the game 
of kabaddi to the greatest 
of heights. This platform 
will help players enhance 
their skills and polish their 
techniques. We have a lot 
of good kabaddi players in 
our country and I have full 
belief that we will win Gold 
at the Asian Games.”

The Haryana Steelers will 
be hoping to bounce back 
into form when they take 
on the U.P. Yoddhas on 
Friday, but they will face a 

strong challenge from Yod-
dhas’ raiders Pardeep Nar-
wal and Rohit Tomar. 

The match between Pu-
neri Paltan and U Mumba 
is a much-awaited contest 
as Pune and Mumbai fans 
will create an electrifying 
atmosphere in the stadium 
during the Maharashtra 
derby. While raider Aslam 
Inamdar will  lead the 
charge for Puneri Paltan, 
the U Mumba team will 
bank on raider Ashish.

The Patna Pirates will be 
looking to continue their 
stupendous form when 
they take on the Jaipur 
Pink Panthers. 

I believe we will win Gold at Asian Games: 
Indian coach Ashan Kumar
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Tamil Thalaivas Head Coach Ashan Kumar with players 
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 PRO TENNIS LEAGUE

I’VE ALWAYS SHARED SPECIAL 
CONNECTION WITH INDIA: EBDEN

The stage is set for yet another 
exciting season of Pro Tennis 
League as the fourth edition of 
the prestigious tournament is 
set to take place from 1 Decem-
ber to 5 December at the RK 
Khanna Tennis Stadium. 

64 top international and In-
dian players will participate 
in the league this time, who 
all will be divided into eight 
teams - Bangalore Challeng-
ers, DMG Delhi Crusaders, 
Gurgaon Sapphires, Jodhpur 
Sankara, Lucknow Aviators, 
Meerut Stag Babolat Yoddhas, 
Proveri Supersmashers, and 
Paramount Proec Tigers. To 
add to the spectacle of the 
competition, the reigning 

Wimbledon Doubles Cham-
pion Matthew Ebden will be 
competing this year, playing 
for the Gurgaon franchise. 
This will be the first time the 
Australian sensation will be 
competing in a tennis tourna-
ment in India. Speaking ahead 
of his arrival to New Delhi for 
the tournament, Ebden ex-
pressed his excitement and 
said that it will be a good op-
portunity for him to learn new 
aspects of the sport.

Matthew Ebden
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ASIAN BOXING C’SHIPS

Star batters Babar Azam 
and Mohammad Riz-
wan found form at the 

right moment, smashing key 
half-centuries to help Paki-
stan cruise into the final of the 
ICC T20 World Cup after de-
feating New Zealand by seven 
wickets in the first semi-final 
at the Sydney Cricket Ground 
on Wednesday.

Men in Green will play 
either India or England in 
the final of the tournament. 
Chasing 153, Pakistan was 
off to a fine start. Openers 
Babar Azam and Moham-
mad Rizwan seemed to be in 
good touch. The duo took star 
bowlers Trent Boult and Tim 
Southee to attack, smashing 
them for boundaries. The 
duo brought up their 50-run 
partnership in just 5.4 overs. 
At the end of six overs of the 
powerplay, Pakistan stood at 
55/0, with Mohammad Riz-
wan (28*), Babar Azam (25*).

Kiwis did not seem to have 
any answers for Azam-Riz-
wan’s batting as runs kept 
pouring. At the end of 10 
overs, Pakistan stood at 87/0, 
with Azam (43*) and Rizwan 
(41*) unbeaten still.

Azam brought up his 30th 
half-century in the shortest 
format in just 38 balls with a 
couple. Pakistan reached the 
100-run mark in 11.5 overs.

Pacer Boult produced the 
breakthrough for Kiwis, 
dismissing skipper Azam 
for 53 off 42 balls after he was 
caught by Daryl Mitchell at 
long-on.

Mohammad Haris was the 
next up on crease and he 
hammered Boult over mid-
off on his second ball.

Rizwan continued to score, 
bringing up his 23rd T20I fif-
ty. The duo continued to tick 

the scoreboard. At the end of 
15 overs, Pakistan was 122/1, 
with Rizwan (54*) and Haris 
(11*) unbeaten.

Boult got his second wicket 
in the match in the 17th over 
as Rizwan was caught by 
Glenn Phillips in the covers 
region. The batter departed 
after a well-made 57 off 43 
consisting of five fours.

Shan Masood arrived to the 
crease, with responsibility 
to finish the match. Spinner 
Santner picked up the wicket 
of Haris at the last ball of the 
19th over for 30 off 26 balls.

Pakistan needed two runs 

in the final over. Iftikhar 
Ahmed was on the crease. 
They finished their innings 
at 153/3 in 19.1 overs, with 
Masood (3*) and Iftikhar (0*) 
unbeaten.

Boult (2/33) was the pick of 
the bowlers for New Zealand. 
Santner also took a wicket.

Earlier, Daryl Mitchell car-
ried his bat through the in-
nings, scoring an unbeaten 
fifty to guide New Zealand 
to 152/4 after a top-order col-
lapse against Pakistan.

Openers Devon Conway 
and Finn Allen walked out 
to start the innings for their 
team. The inning got off to an 
action-packed first over with 
Allen smashing a boundary 
on the first ball, surviving a 
leg-before-wicket call on the 
second and finally getting 
dismissed on the third. Con-
way struck two boundaries 
to Nassem Shah in the second 
over to get things started for 
Pakistan and himself.

Captain Kane Williamson 
looked to push the ball into 
the gaps and keep the score-
board ticking amidst impres-
sive bowling from the Paki-
stani bowlers. New Zealand 
looked set to end the pow-
erplay with just one wicket 
down but Shadab Khan’s 

brilliance on the field cost the 
Kiwis Conway’s wicket after 
the batter set out for a risky 
single on the last ball of the 
sixth over. The team ended 
the powerplay with 38/2.

Explosive batter Glenn Phil-
lips did smash Shadab Khan 
for a boundary in the sev-
enth over but got dismissed 
by Mohammad Nawaz after 
chipping a simple catch to 
the bowler in the eighth over. 
Middle-order batter Daryl 
Mitchell joined Williamson 
in a quest to steady the Kiwi 
innings and took the team to 
59/3 at the end of the halfway 
mark.

Things looked quiet for 
New Zealand until Moham-
mad Wasim came to bowl in 
the 13th over. Williamson fi-
nally broke the shackles and 
smashed a six in the over to 
inject some much-needed 
momentum into the innings.

The aggression rubbed 
off on Mitchell as he too 
launched a massive six to 
Shadab, bringing up the half-
century stand with his cap-
tain for the team. Pakistan’s 
ace pacer Shaheen Afridi 
came back to bowl the 15th 
over in search of wickets but 
was caressed for a four by the 
Kiwi captain towards fine-leg.

 FIRST SEMI-FINAL

AZAM, RIZWAN SHINE AS PAKISTAN 
STORM INTO FINAL AFTER WIN OVER NZ
TDG NETWORK
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Pakistan’s Shaheen Afridi appeals for dismissal during ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup 2022 Semi-final match against Newzealand, at Syd-
ney Cricket Ground, in Sydney on Wednesday. 

 SEMI-FINAL

Following the team’s 7-wick-
et defeat against Pakistan in 
the semi-final, New Zealand 
captain Kane Williamson 
said that they were put un-
der pressure early in the 
innings and loss in the semi-
final is “tough pill for to them 
swallow.”

Star batters Babar Azam 
and Mohammad Rizwan 
found form at the right mo-
ment, smashing key half-
centuries to help Pakistan 
cruise into the final of the 
ICC T20 World Cup after de-
feating New Zealand by sev-
en wickets in the first semi-
final at the Sydney Cricket 
Ground on Wednesday. 
“We were put under pres-
sure early. Pakistan bowled 
very nicely. We managed to 
wrestle back some momen-
tum with an unbelievable 
knock from Mitchell. At the 
halfway stage we felt it was a 
competitive total,” said Wil-
liamson in a post-match pre-
sentation.

“Wicket was a bit tough 
- used surface. Very disap-
pointing not to make Paki-
stan work a lot harder. They 
were outstanding. We were 
outplayed. It’s a tough pill 

for us to swallow. Babar 
and Rizwan put us under 
pressure. If we’re honest, 
we wanted to be more dis-
ciplined in our areas,” the 
New Zealand skipper fur-
ther stated.

Pakistan needed a steady 
start to chase the target but 
they got much more than 
that as Babar and Rizwan 
put up solid base for their 
victory. While Rizwan 

scored 57 from 43 deliver-
ies, Babar played a knock of 
42-balls 53.

“At the end of the day, Paki-
stan certainly deserve to be 
a winner. There’s been a lot 
of good cricket. Throughout 
the round-robin, we played 
nicely. Today we weren’t at 
our best. Having said that, 
we know the fickle nature 
of T20 cricket,” Williamson 
said.

It’s a tough pill for us to 
swallow: Kane Williamson 
after loss to Pakistan 

New Zealand captain Kane Williamson in action.
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India’s star opener Rohit 
Sharma highlighted the chal-
lenges of playing on grounds 
across Australia with differ-
ent dimensions unlike last 
year’s T20 World Cup where 
the grounds were more or less 
identical in size while speak-
ing at the press conference in 
Adelaide on Wednesday.

“That’s one of the challenges 
you have in this tournament. 
In Dubai, the dimension of 
the grounds was almost the 
same. Here it is different in 
different games. Adelaide is 
one ground where you need 
to find out different ways. The 
side boundaries are smaller 
here. Melbourne was totally 

different,” stated the Indian 
captain. The batter also in-
formed reporters about the 
injury he sustained during 
the team’s net session and 
said that there was a bruise, 
but it’s better now.

“Was hit yesterday but it is 
fine now. There was a bruise 
but it is fine now,” informed 
Rohit. Rohit backed Axar 
Patel over his performance in 
the T20 World Cup and said 
that the bowler has played on 

seamer-friendly wickets with 
the focus being on him bowl-
ing in the powerplay overs.

“To be honest I am not re-
ally worried about Axar. He 
hasn’t bowled a lot of overs. A 
lot of grounds except Sydney 
have assisted steamers. One 
bad tournament doesn’t mean 
he is not bowling well. For me, 
it is important for him to be in 
a good space. His strength is 
bowling well on the power-
play,” said the Indian opener.

Talking about Suryakumar 
Yadav, he said, “Suryakumar 
has it in him to take responsi-
bility. He has shown maturity 
and it rubs off on other play-
ers batting with him. He likes 
playing on big grounds which 
he told me and not shorter 
grounds because he can’t see 

the gaps. The sky is the limit 
for him.” The captain also laid 
stress on the importance of 
adapting to the conditions 
of the ground. “I remember 
talking about playing fear-
lessly. Looking at the condi-
tions here is not about com-
ing and swinging the bat. It is 
about adapting to conditions,” 
he said. The Indian captain 
explained the inclusion of 
Rishabh Pant in the last game 
and said, “Rishabh was the 
only guy who did not play. So, 
we wanted to give him game 
time. That was the thought. 
We have told the guys that 
they have to be ready for it. 
We wanted to provide an op-
portunity to the left-hander 
against spinners in middle 
overs.”

 SEAMER-FRIENDLY WICKETS
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DIFFERENT GROUND DIMENSIONS A CHALLENGE IN 
AUSTRALIA: ROHIT SHARMA AHEAD OF SEMIFINAL CLASH

India’s skipper Rohit Sharma interacts with media ahead of the 
Semi-final match, ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022, against England, 
in Adelaide on Wednesday.

Indian Women’s Hockey Team 

IMPORTANT FIXTURE

Hockey India on Wednes-
day named the 20-member 
Indian Women’s Hockey 
Team for the forthcoming 
FIH Women’s Nations Cup 
being held for the first time 
in 2022. The FIH Women’s 
Nations Cup is an important 
fixture in the international 
calendar as it brings in a sys-
tem of promotion-relegation, 
where the champions will be 
promoted to the FIH Hock-
ey Women’s Pro League’s 
2023-2024 season. India are 
grouped in pool B along with 
Canada, Japan and South Af-
rica. The other teams in the 
fray are Ireland, Italy, Korea 
and Spain who are grouped 
in pool A.

Savita has been named the 
Captain for the tournament 
along with Deep Grace Ekka 
as the Vice Captain. Young 
forward Beauty Dungdung 
is all set to make her interna-
tional debut at the FIH Na-
tions Cup while experienced 

midfielder Navjot Kaur re-
turns to the squad after she 
missed out on the Birming-
ham Commonwealth Games 
2022 after testing positive for 
Covid 19.

The team includes Bichu 
Devi Kharibam in the squad 
along with Savita as goal-
keepers while Deep Grace 
will be joined by Gurjit 
Kaur, Nikki Pradhan, Udita 

and Ishika Chaudhary as 
defenders.

The midfield will feature 
Nisha, Salima Tete, Sushila 
Chanu Kharibam, Monika, 
Neha, Sonika, Jyoti and 
Navjot Kaur while forward 
line includes the experi-
enced Vandana Katariya, 
Lalremsiami, Navneet Kaur, 
Sangita Kumari and Beauty 
Dungdung.

The Indian women’s 
team, who recently won the 
Bronze medal at the Bir-
mingham Commonwealth 
Games 2022, made their 
debut in the 2021-22 FIH 
Pro League. India put up an 
impressive campaign in their 
maiden appearance finish-
ing behind Argentina and 
the Netherlands. The team 
will be looking to win the 

FIH Women’s Nations Cup 
to make their second FIH 
Pro League appearance in 
2023-2024.

Speaking about the team, 
Indian Women’s Hockey 
chief coach Janneke Schop-
man said in an official press 
release, “I’m very happy 
with the performance of the 
entire playing group in this 
camp. Our level is getting 
higher and the group is very 
competitive. It was difficult 
to pick 20 players but I be-
lieve this group will have a 
good chance to perform well 
and show what we have been 
working on.”

Indian Women’s Team: 
Savita (Captain), Bichu 
Devi Kharibam, Deep Grace 
Ekka (vice captain), Gurjit 
Kaur, Nikki Pradhan, Udita, 
Ishika Chaudhary, Nisha, 
Salima Tete, Sushila Chanu 
Pukhrambam, Monika, 
Neha, Sonika, Jyoti, Navjot 
Kaur, Vandana Katariya, 
Lalremsiami, Navneet Kaur, 
Sangita Kumari and Beauty 
Dungdung.

Savita to lead the Indian hockey team 
squad for FIH Women’s Nations Cup
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INDIA TO HOST 2023 WOMEN’S 
WORLD BOXING CHAMPIONSHIPS

In yet another milestone 
moment for boxing, India 
has been named as the host 
country for the 2023 IBA 
Women’s World Boxing 
Championship.

The announcement was 
made on Wednesday at a 
press conference in New 
Delhi where the Memo-
randum of Understanding 
(MoU) was signed between 
the International Boxing As-
sociation (IBA) and the Box-
ing Federation of India (BFI) 
in the presence of IBA Presi-
dent Umar Kremlev and BFI 
President Ajay Singh. Reign-
ing world champion Nikhat 
Zareen was also present on 
the occasion. Interestingly, it’s 
President Kremlev’s maiden 
visit to India. Ever since tak-
ing over the office in 2020, 
Kremlev has been playing a 
vital role in developing the 
sport across the globe.

“This is my first visit and it 
is been fantastic so far. India 
is very passionate about box-

ing and conducting the World 
Championship here will be 
the perfect opportunity to 
celebrate the innumerable 
victories as well as inspire 
many more women to take up 
the sport and popularise the 
game more than ever. BFI has 
worked effortlessly to develop 
boxing in India and the region 
and I’m sure they will stage 
an event to remember,” said 
IBA President Umar Krem-
lev in an official statement 
released by BFI.

BFI & IBA will be working 
to introduce a historic bout 

review system at the Cham-
pionships. The event will see 
a total prize pool of approxi-
mately INR 19.50 crore ($2.4 
million) and the gold medal-
lists will be awarded with 
approximately INR 81 lakh 
($100,000).

Boxing in India has grown 
by leaps and bounds in recent 
years. India has been regular-
ly finishing amongst the top 5 
countries in recent global and 
multi-event competitions like 
the World Championships, 
Asian Games and Common-
wealth Games. 

MILESTONE MOMENT

Nikhat Zareen 
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The 2020 Tokyo Olympics 
bronze medalist Lovlina 
Borgohain and 2022 Elorda 
Cup champion Alfiya Pa-
than both produced pow-
er-packed performances 
to secure their place in the 
finals of the 2022 ASBC 
Asian Elite Boxing Champi-
onships in Amman, Jordan 
on Wednesday.
As per a press release 

from the Boxing Federa-
tion of India (BFI), Lov-
lina (75kg) was up against 
Seong Suyeon of South Ko-
rea in her semi-final bout. 
Right from the beginning, 
Lovlina effectively utilized 
her clever techniques and 

strategies to capitalize on 
her opponent to clinch a 
5:0 victory by unanimous 
decision. Throughout the 
three rounds, the pugilist 
displayed her immense 
strength and superior tech-
nical qualities to overpower 
the South Korean and gave 
her no chance to make a 
comeback in the game.

Lovlina, who has two Asian 
Championships bronze 
medals to her name is now 
guaranteed a silver in this 
edition, confirming her 
best-ever performance in 
the competition.
Accompanying Lovlina, 

Alfiya Pathan (81+kg) was 
also commanding in her 
semi-final win as she cruised 
past the 2016 World Cham-
pion Lazzat Kungeibayeva of 
Kazakhstan in a 5:0 win by 
unanimous decision. This 
is the second time this year 
that Alfiya has defeated Laz-
zat, having stunned the Ka-
zakh on her own turf in the 
Elorda Cup in what was the 
2021 Youth Boxing Cham-
pion’s senior international 
debut competition.

LOVLINA BORGOHAIN, ALFIYA PATHAN 
STORM INTO FINALS
TDG NETWORK
AMMAN 

2020 Tokyo Olympics bronze med-
alist Lovlina Borgohain


