
The Central govern-
ment on Thursday 
filed a review peti-

tion in the Supreme Court 
against the 11 November or-
der allowing the release of six 
convicts in the former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi assas-
sination case. Approaching 
the apex court, the Centre 
contended that the order was 
passed without hearing it.

On 11 November, the Su-
preme Court ordered the 
release of six convicts in-

cluding Nalini Sriharan and 
R.P. Ravichandran, who 
were serving life imprison-
ment in connection with the 
assassination in the case. 
A bench of B.R. Gavai and 
B.V. Nagarathna passed the 
order while taking into con-
sideration the good conduct 
of convicts in the prison. The 
apex court had noted that 
they had been behind bars 
for a very long period. 

Seeking a review of the 
top court’s order, the Centre 
said, “The order granting re-
mission to the convicts who 

had assassinated the former 
Prime Minister of the coun-
try was passed without af-
fording an adequate oppor-
tunity of hearing to Union of 
India.” 

It said that the Central 
government was not made 
a party in the case. “No ap-
plication was ever filed by 
the petitioners formally 
impleading Union of India 
as party respondent. This 
procedural lapse on the part 
of the petitioners resulted in 
non-participation of Union 
of India in subsequent hear-

ings of the case,” it added. 
Furthermore, it is extreme-

ly crucial to mention here 
that out of the six convicts 
who have been granted re-
mission, four are Sri Lankan 
Nationals, said the plea. 

“Granting remission to the 
terrorist of a foreign nation, 
who had been duly convicted 
in accordance with the law 
of land for the gruesome of-
fence of assassinating the 
former Prime Minister of the 
Country, is a matter which 
has international 
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to hide identity: aaftab
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Centre says order is ‘violative of natural justice’ 
Also says, this has international ramification

Making a startling rev-
elation in the Shraddha 
Walker murder case, 
Delhi Police sources said 
that the accused Aaftab 
Poonawalla had charred 
his live-in partner Shrad-
dha Walker’s face to hide 
her identity.

The Delhi Police sourc-
es said that he had first 
chopped her body into 
35 pieces, then burnt her 
face in such a way that it 
becomes unidentifiable 
even if the body parts are 
discovered.
“During the interroga-
tion, Aaftab revealed that 
he had learnt about all 
this on the internet, and 
also about how to hide 
the body from everyone’s 
reach,” the sources said.

In yet another loop in 
the gruesome murder case, 
the Southern District Po-
lice of Delhi have contacted 

their Eastern counterparts 
in a bid to match the DNA 
sample of chopped body 
parts including a human 
head which the latter had 
recovered earlier in June.

According to the sources, 
the East Delhi Police had 
found a chopped head and 
hand in the Trilokpuri 
area of Pandav Nagar po-
lice station area of the na-
tional capital in June this 
year, which was nearly a 
month after Shraddha was 
murdered (on 18 May).

In the East Delhi case, 
the police were not able 
to ascertain whose body 
parts they were because 
of the tampered state of 
the recovered body parts.

The body parts found in 
East Delhi were sent for a 
DNA test, and the forensic 
report will be coming soon.

The bones found in Meh-
rauli forests have also been 
sent for

railways 
to provide 
appointment 
letters to over 
35,000 
New Delhi: Indian 
Railways is all set to 
complete a mass recruit-
ment drive at the end of 
March 2023, by providing 
appointment letters to 
over 35,000 applicants, 
officials said on Thurs-
day. “By March 2023, 
the Indian Railways will 
complete the recruit-
ment process for all 
35,281 posts, All these 
appointments will be 
based on CEN (central-
ised employment notice) 
2019,” Amitabh Sharma, 
Executive Director (Infor-
mation and Publicity) In-
dian Railways said. “The 
railway is preparing to 
get the results of all the 
levels separately so that 
more railway aspirants 
can get the opportunity to 
get jobs,” Sharma said.

viral message 
Calling out people 
to join Covid survey 
‘fake’
New Delhi: The Health 
Ministry on Thursday 
called a message circu-
lating on WhatsApp and 
calling out people to join a 
COVID survey ‘Fake’ and 
misleading. “#FactCheck 
This letter circulating in 
some WhatsApp groups 
is FAKE and Misleading,” 
the Health Ministry said 
in a tweet.  The viral mes-
sage claimed of a survey 
on Coronavirus was being 
carried out blockwise on 
a population above 18 
years, from January to 
March 2023, and called 
out people to participate 
in the survey. 

top of the day

Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif’s statement 
that terrorism remains one 
of the “foremost problems” 
faced by his country is be-
ing viewed by Indian dip-
lomats as an attempt to play 
the victim card on the issue 
of terrorism. “The problem 
of terrorism that Shehbaz 
Sharif is referring to is, in 

fact, a problem that Pakistan 
itself has created. Terrorism 
is the problem of their own 
making,” diplomatic sources 
told The Daily Guardian.    

In fact, condemning the 
attack on a patrol van in the 
restive Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa province, in which six 
police personnel were killed, 
Pakistan Prime Minister in a 
tweet said, “Let us make no 
mistake. Terrorism contin-
ues to be one of Pakistan’s 

foremost problems. Our 
armed forces and police have 
valiantly fought the scourge. 
No words are enough to con-
demn terrorists’ attack on a 
police van in Lakki Marwat. 
My thoughts and prayers are 
with bereaved families.” 

Diplomats in India are 
of the view that whatever 
happened is no doubt a 
condemnable act, but the 
Sharif government should 
introspect why terror activi-

ties are growing in Pakistan 
and the region adjoining the 
country. “It is because of the 
fact that Pakistan always 
continued to support terror 
organisations, which is what 
emboldened the terrorists 
operating there, no matter 
which outfits they are from. 
Ultimately they are responsi-
ble for growing terror threat 
within their own country,” 
sources said. “What is more

The Rouse Avenue Court 
on Thursday dismissed the 
bail petition of Delhi Minis-
ter Satyender Jain in the En-
forcement Directorate (ED) 
case and said the accused 
he had knowingly done 
such activities to obliterate 

the tracing of the source of 
ill-gotten money and ac-
cordingly, the proceeds of 
crime were layered through 
Kolkata-based entry opera-
tors in a way that its source 
was difficult to decipher. 
“Hence, the applicant or 
accused Satyender Ku-
mar Jain has prima facie 

indulged in the offence of 
money laundering of more 
than Rs 1 crore. Further, the 
offence of money launder-
ing is a serious economic 
offence and the view of the 
Supreme Court of India 
with regard to economic 
offences is that they consti-
tute a class apart and need 

to be visited with a different 
approach in the matter of 
bail,” said the Court. 

The Special Judge Vikas 
Dhull on Thursday dis-
missed the bail petitions 
of Satyender Jain and two 
others and said that the Su-
preme Court has held that
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In yet another outburst 
against people with differ-
ent ideology, Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi on Thursday 
raked up Veer Savarkar again 
and alleged that he betrayed 
leaders like M.K Gandhi, 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Sar-
dar Patel by signing a letter of 
apology to the British before 
independence.

This created huge furore 
as BJP came out with caus-

tic comments. The party 
spokesperson Sambit Patra 
slammed Rahul for “insult-
ing” Savarkar during Bharat 
Jodo Yatra and demanded his 
apology. 

Rahul Gandhi, during the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra, “Veer Sa-
varkar, in a letter written to 
the British, said “Sir, I beg to 
remain your most obedient 
servant” and signed on it. 
Savarkar helped the British. 
He betrayed leaders 

Enforcement Directorate 
chief S.K. Mishra has received 
another year-long extension, 
his third in the job. With this 
extension, he would com-
plete five years in the post 
next year.

Last year, Mr Mishra be-
came the first to receive a 
year’s extension in service 
under a new law. The notice 
came days after the govern-
ment passed an executive 
order to extend tenure of 
investigation agency chiefs.

Before the extension, chiefs 
of the central agencies had a 
two-year tenure. The ordi-
nance made it possible to give 
them five years in a post.

Mr Mishra, who was to 
retire the day after the Ordi-
nance, was given extension 

In a decision that has gar-
nered criticism from across 
the world, the Qatar govern-
ment issued attire guidelines 
for fans visiting the Middle-
Eastern country for FIFA 
World Cup 2022. 

In a statement issued by 
Qatar Tourism, the authority 
has asked the fans flocking to 
the country to wear appropri-
ate clothes, keeping in mind 
the local culture. “Attitudes 

towards dressing in Qatar are 
relaxed, but visitors (men as 
well as women) are expected 
to show respect for the local 
culture by avoiding exces-
sively revealing clothes in 
public. It is generally recom-
mended for men and women 
to ensure their shoulders and 
knees are covered,” read a 
statement issued by Qatar 
Tourism on their website. 

Spectators have been urged 
to respect Qatar’s legal and 

As the third edition of the ‘No 
Money For Terror’ Ministe-
rial Conference is beginning 
from Friday, India on Thurs-
day said confirmation from 
China is still awaited while 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
are not participating in the 
international event. 

However, a total of 78 coun-
tries and multilateral organ-
isations, including Ministers 
from 20 countries, have con-
firmed their presence at the 
two-day conference being 
organised today and tomor-
row here.  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will deliver 
the inaugural address at the 
third ‘No Money for Terror’ 
(NMFT) Ministerial Confer-
ence today.  While addressing 

a press conference, Dinkar 
Gupta, Director General, Na-
tional Investigation Agency 
(NIA) said, “Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan are not participat-
ing in this conference”.  

On a query over the pres-
ence of China in the interna-
tional event on terror financ-
ing, Secretary West (MEA) 
Sanjay Verma said “the par-
ticipation of China is not yet 
confirmed”. However, Verma 
clarified “China has been in-
vited”.  Replying to another 
query about whether Paki-
stan was invited and did not 
come or it was not invited, 
Verma said, “China has been 
invited”. 

Giving details of the event 
in the Curtain Raiser press 
conference on the third 

Confession of a killer 
      Took 10 hours to dismember body 

      Meanwhile, drank beer, smoked 
cigarettes, washed the body 
parts with water for hours

      After this, ordered food 
from Zomato and ate it

      Then, watched a movie on 
Netflix and fell asleep

      No remorse, instead he kept 
laughing while answering

      Searched on internet that which 
part of the body rots quickly

      Only one finger was thrown 
into drain, rest parts at jungle
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Ahead of the Mainpuri by-
poll elections, Samajwadi 
Party (SP) Chief Akhilesh 
Yadav and SP Mainpuri 
candidate Dimple Yadav met 
with Pragatisheel Samajwa-
di Party (Lohia) chief Shivpal 
Singh Yadav on Thursday to 
discuss the elections.

Shivpal Yadav, the founder 
of Pragatisheel Samajwadi 
Party (Lohia), is Mulayam 
Singh Yadav’s younger 
brother and Akhilesh Ya-
dav’s uncle.Dimple Yadav is 
the wife of SP chief Akhilesh 
Yadav, who is expected to 
carry on the legacy of her fa-
ther-in-law Mulayam Singh 
Yadav in the constituency.

Mainpuri seat, considered 
a stronghold of the Samajwa-

di Party, fell vacant on Octo-
ber 10 following the death of 
Samajwadi Party founder 
Mulayam Singh Yadav.

“Along with the leader 
and the elders of the house, 
the blessings of the people 
of Mainpuri are also with 
you!,” Tweeted Akhilesh 
Yadav. Earlier, Samajwadi 
Party included Shivpal 
Singh Yadav’s name in the 
list of star campaigners for 
the bypoll to the Mainpuri 
Lok Sabha seat where Dim-
ple Yadav, wife of Akhilesh 
Yadav is the party candidate.

The meeting becomes cru-
cial as Shivpal, who contest-
ed the UP elections earlier 
this year on the SP ticket, 
had a war of words with 
the party chief expressing 
discontent over the latter’s 
“political immaturity”.

Expressing his sorrow over 
the murder of his daughter, 
Shraddha Walker’s father 
said on Thursday said that 
he had forbidden her from 
being in a relationship with 

Aftab Poon-
awalla (now 
accused in the 
case), but she 
did not listen 
to him.

The father of 
the deceased, Vikas Madan 
Walker, said that Shraddha 
considered Aftab a righteous 
man, which is why she did 

not listen to his advice about 
not being in a relationship 
with him. Speaking to the 
press, the deceased’s father 
said that he is confident of 
getting justice after the Delhi 
Police dived deep into the in-
vestigation.

“Delhi Police realised that 
Aftab sometimes lies and 
sometimes speaks the truth. 
So, they applied for the Narco 
test. I feel I’m about to get jus-
tice. He should be hanged,” 
he said.

He claimed that Aftab had 
been lying throughout the 
investigation and questioned 
why the accused confessed to 
his crime so quickly.

“I have been feeling since 
the beginning that Aftab has 
been lying all along. I said this 
firstly to Mumbai Police and 
then to Delhi Police. He con-
fessed right away, I doubted 
even this. He was confusing 
us with his lies. I told the 
Mumbai Police repeatedly 
but I don’t know why they 
believed that he was telling 
the truth. According to him, 
Mumbai Police was working.I 
couldn’t really argue.It is their 
system,” he said.

The father doubted that 
Aftab would have erased all 
the evidence during the six 
months after committing the 
murder on May 18.

Mainpuri bypoll
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i feel i’M about to Get JustiCe: 
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Gujarat freed from  
27 year ‘curfew raj’, 
after BJP came into 
power: Alpesh Thakor

aap proMises to proviDe 
relief froM stray Cattle, 
Monkey anD DoG MenaCe

BJP, AAP slug it out as civic battle 
intensifies ahead of MCD polls

By the people

pM to aDDress poll rallies 
in GuJarat froM 20 noveMber

With ‘saMvaD’, ‘satyanarayan katha’ bJp’s Mahila MorCha 
playinG a key role in GuJarat poll CaMpaiGn

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is harnessing the 
strength of the Mahila Mor-
cha as it works on a war 
footing ahead of the Gujarat 
assembly elections. “Because 
women constitute 50% of 
Gujarat’s population, Mahila 
Morcha is fully prepared to 
contact them, learn about 
their aspirations, establish 
a dialogue with them, and 
conduct various important 
programmes during the 
Gujarat assembly elections,” 
said Deepika Sarvada, presi-

dent of Mahila Morcha, in an 
interview with the press.

The president of Gujarat 
Mahila Morcha stated that 
members of the Mahila Mor-
cha are going from village to 
village and covering all 182 
constituencies in order to 
gather information for the 
BJP’s resolution (Sankalp) 
letter.

Deepika Sarvada said that 
the sisters of Mahila Mor-
cha are narrating the stories 
of Satyanarayan in every 
mandal, at every power cen-
tre, and at every booth. “We 
are doing this so that our 
brother Narendra Modi gets 

strength,” she said.
The Mahila Morcha wants 

to know the opinions and 
aspirations of women vot-
ers. According to the Ma-
hila Morcha president, this 
information has been gath-
ered from women over the 
last five days.

An event was organised in 
Banaskantha, where Nation-
al Union Minister Purushot-
tam Rupala met with 10,000 
animal husbandry women.

“Another event was organ-
ised in Anand for first-time 
voters,” she said.

Union Minister Smriti Ira-
ni took the opinion of the col-
lege student. After collecting 
their opinions, the informa-
tion was given to the resolu-
tion (Sankalp) box.

Mahila Morcha has gone to 
every village with the Sank-
alp box and made a resolu-
tion to collect information 
from women.

Deepika Sarvada ex-
pressed confidence that 
the BJP will give its best 
performance in the Gujarat 
elections and added that the 
dream of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will blos-
som, and Mahila Morcha is 
preparing for that.

“Mahila Morcha work-
ers from different states are 
coming to all the metropoli-
tan cities to spread the word 
about Gujarat elections. In 
all the Vidhan sabhas in dis-
tricts Mahila Morcha volun-
teers are connected with our 
Vidhan Sabha’s convenor,” 
she said.

Ahead of the Gujarat 
polls, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi 

will hold rallies in Gujarat’s 
Saurashtra for three consec-
utive days from 20 Novem-
ber, said sources.

“More than 1.5 lakh people 
will participate in these ral-
lies,” added the source. The 
Prime Minister will conduct 
three rallies in Saurashtra 
on November 20, two in 
South Gujarat and Saurash-
tra on 21 November, and two 
in Saurashtra on 22 Novem-
ber.

An important source in the 

BJP said that a de-
tailed program of 

the PM’s rallies 
and road shows 
is being pre-
pared. Since the 

P M  w a s 
out 

of 

the country for the G20 
summit, the party waited 
for his return to seek ap-
proval and finalise the rally 
venues.

Out of the 182 assembly 
seats in the state, 48 are 
in this region, where 
polling is to be held in 
the first phase itself on  
1 December.

BJP candidate from Gandhi-
nagar South, Alpesh Tha-
kor, said on Thursday that 
after the BJP came to power, 
“Gunda raj” ended and the 
state was freed from “cur-
few raj.”

Reiterating Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s slogan, “Aa 
Gujarat me banavyu chhe,” 
he said, “if you understand 
this, you will never vote for 
any other party.” Thakor 
filed his nomination for the 
upcoming Gujarat Assem-
bly Election in the presence 
of Chief Minister Bhupendra 
Patel.

Thakor exuded confidence 
in the party winning over 
150 seats in the elections.

“Twenty seven years be-
fore now, there was various 
“Bhai log” across the state. 
People did not use to get 
proper drinking water, edu-
cation facilities were poor, in 
fracture was poor. But when 
the BJP came to power, the 
“Gunda raj” ended, people, 
get clean drinking water, and 

the infrastructure improved. 
Gujarat became free from 
the ‘curfew raj’,” he said.

The BJP leader, who was 
earlier in Congress before 
2019, also took on his previ-
ous party stating that it has 
lost ground in the state and 
none of its leaders has a mass 
base.

Thakor, one of the faces of 
the anti-BJP movement in 
Gujarat during the 2017 elec-
tions, joined the BJP in 2019. 
He had won on a Congress 
ticket in the 2017 Assembly 
elections but lost his Rad-
hanpur seat in a bypoll in 
2019. He is the BJP candidate 
from Gandhinagar South 
and filed his nomination for 
the upcoming Gujarat As-
sembly Election in presence 
of CM Bhupendra Patel.

‘Always kept their doors locked, saw 
Shraddha only once’, says Aftab’s neighbour

One of the neighbours of Af-
tab Poonawalla, an accused 
in the Shraddha Walker mur-
der case, said on Thursday 
that he had seen Shraddha 
only once since they shifted 
to their new location, while 
also adding that the accused 
always kept his doors locked.

Speaking to the press, 
Rajesh, the neighbor, said, 
“I had seen the woman 
climbing the stairs, the first 
time they had shifted here. 
She had a bag in her hand. 
After that, I did not see the 
woman, but I have seen the 

man a number of times. They 
used to order food online, the 
delivery man used to stand 
outside my residence.” “Once 
Aftab had come downstairs 
to collect his food, only then 

I came to know about his 
name. The owner had told 
me to help them out with the 
water motor. He had come 
alone to understand how to 
use the motor. Nobody in the 

neighbourhood knew who 
they were. Most of the time, 
his door used to be locked,” 
he added. Earlier, making a 
huge revelation in the Shrad-
dha Walker murder case, 
Delhi Police sources said 
that the accused Aftab Poon-
awalla had charred his live-in 
partner’s face 
to hide her 
identity.

The Delhi 
Police sourc-
es said that 
he had first 
chopped her body into 35 
pieces, then burnt her face 
in such a way that it becomes 
unidentifiable.
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pM MoDi Gifts to 
G20 leaDers 
it was a surprise to US 
President Joe Biden 
when Prime Minister na-
rendra Modi presented a 
famous Kangra miniature 
painting to him during the 
recently held G20 summit 
in Bali. Similarly, italian 
Prime Minister Georgia 
Meloni was gifted with 
the famous patan patola 
of Gujarat. President of 
Spain received handi-
crafts and musical in-
strument made of brass 
from Kulu of himachal. 
The newly elected hindu 
PM of Great Britain got 
a gift of pious mata ni 
pacheri, or garments of 
the goddess of Gujarat. 
when President eman-
uel MacArthur hosted 
a lunch for PM Modi, he 
presented him with a 
popular Kutch handicraft. 
it was a bowl of stone. 
The same was presented 
to German Chancellor Olf 
Scholtz and Singapore 
Prime Minister Sen lung. 
One thing is common for 
the gift items: is it a co-
incidence or a deliberate 
move that all the items 
are from poll-bound 
Gujarat and himachal? 

rahul’s staMp in 
kharGe’s  teaM
Congress President 
Mallikarjun Kharge has 
appointed four leaders as 
coordinators of the All in-
dia Congress Committee 
(AiCC). These leaders will 
be attached to the office 
of the party president. 
One name is striking in 
all these appointments. 
That is why a young face 
was chosen for Kharge’s 
team. 39-year-old 
Gaurav Pandhi has the 
place. They will all be 
attached to the office of 
the Congress President. 
Gaurav Pandhi is consid-
ered close to Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi. 
Pandhi’s appointment 
is being considered an 
important link in the 
direction of balancing 
the internal equations of 
the party. Kharge comes 
from the old Congress 
camp. in such a situa-
tion, he has attempted to 
demonstrate to his first 
team that he will bring 
everyone along with him.

native sonG to 
DeteCt lanD 
enCroaChers
Asaam Chief Minister 
himanta Biswa Sharma 
devises a novel method 
of identifying land en-
croachers in indigenous 
people’s habitats.Mission 
Basundhara, the state 
government’s initiative on 
land reforms, is actually a 
programme to secure the 
land rights of indigenous 
people. Their claim is 
that illegal immigrants 
from Bangladesh have 
grabbed their land. when 
the land revenue officers 
go for inspection, the land 
occupants claim that they 
are the real indigenous 
people. Asaam’s Chief 
Minister asked the of-
ficials to organise a musi-
cal evening with native 
songs of the indigenous 
people. Those who can-
not sing the songs are 
immediately identified as 
illegal immigrants.

Alpesh Thakor files nomination for Gujarat Assembly Election.
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pM MoDi’s aCtion paCkeD 
72 hours in GuJarat
n  Prime Minister Narendra Modi will head to poll-

bound Gujarat this weekend and is expected to 
participate in at least eight programmes criss-
crossing the state from Saurashtra to Surat.

n   On 19 November evening after, Prime 
Minister will address a rally in Valsad.

n   The highlight of PM Modi’s tour is his 
visit to the famous Somnath Temple 
on 20 November. 

n  After visiting the Somnath Temple, 
he will address four rallies in Ve-
raval, Dhorarji, Amreli and Bo-
tad.

n  On Day 3, PM Modi will hold 
three rallies in Surendranagar, 
Bharuch and Navsari.

AAP promised to provide 
relief to Delhi residents from 
stray cattle, monkeys, and 
dog menace if it were elected 
to govern in the national 
capital’s December four civic 
body polls.

Speaking to the media at its 
Delhi office at Rouse Avenue 
on Thursday, AAP’s Great-
er Kailash MLA Saurabh 
Bhardwaj said that cattle 
keep on eating garbage in the 
national capital. Bhardwaj, 
the AAP’s national spokes-
person, also stated that if his 
party wins the upcoming 
Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi (MCD) elections, he 
plans to build gaushalas for 

stray cattle.
Monkeys also pose a big 

problem for Delhi residents. 
He promised that arrange-
ments would be made to 
return monkeys to their 
natural habitat. The third 
main prob-
lem is stray 
dogs. Delhi’s 
AAP govern-
ment brought 
problems 
created by 
stray dogs to 
MCD’s notice 
several times, 
but it did not pay any heed to 
solving them, he added.

Bhardwaj said that if voted 
to govern MCD, AAP would 
provide relief to Delhi resi-
dents from the dog menace.

The polls to the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 
on December 4 is shaping up 
to be a two-way contest be-
tween the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), which currently 

holds the civ-
ic reins in the 
national cap-
ital, and the 
Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP), 
which is in 
power in the 
state.

The cam-
paign pitch for the December 
4 polls has hit a crescendo, 
with both parties not only 
holdng a flood of rallies on 
the ground but also crossing 
swords on different social 

media platforms. From reels 
and videos on Instagram to 
crowding micro-blogging 
site Twitter with posts, the 
BJP's BJP's Delhi unit has 
hit top gear with regard to 
its social media campaign.

The party's social media 
posts are aimed at highlight-
ing the alleged shortcomings 
of the AAP government in 
Delhi and winning the vot-
ers' support in a bid to return 
to the helm of the Delhi civic 
body. BJP state president 
Adesh Gupta said his party 
is happy not to promote its 
work, adding that the AAP 
and the parties were resort-
ing to fake promotions to 
lure voters.

"The AAP has been splurg-
ing on advertisements to en-
hance the reach of its social 
media handles. This shows 

that all their all claims are 
ringing hollow," Gupta said.

The BJP recently launched 
its online campaign for the 
civic polls titled 'Namo Cy-
ber Yoddha'. The campaign 
is a first-of-its-kind organic, 
online volunteer campaign-
cum-in-initiative aimed at 
inspiring social media in-
fluencers and netizens to 
express their views on civic 
issues pertaining to Delhi.

"We have already enlisted 
participation of 14,000 
people in Delhi, and the 
count is expected to go up 
to 50,000," claimed BJP's 
social media cell in-charge 
Rohit Upadhyay.

The AAP, meanwhile, has 
also intensified its campaign-
ing for the MCD polls.The 
party has instructed its poll 
candidates to hold padayatra.

Chats between Shraddha & her close friend Sahil Joshi
n Shraddha talks about getting an injury on her nose. 
When asked how it happened, she says it was because she 
slipped from the stairs!
n However, Shraddha’s other friends have to say, Aftaab 
was violent and there were fights between them often!
n In one of her chats, she’s mentioning Aaftab Poonawalla’s 
name, when asked about one of Aftab’s food blogging post.
n Shraddha was close to her mom in  her parents! Where 
she’s talking about cancelling her plans somewhere out to 
take care of her mum.

shraDDha 
MurDer Case

DELHI DECIDES

MCD POLLS

ITV NETwOrk ExCLuSIVE 
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TOP OF THE DAY

BUS CONDUCTOR 
RAPES WOMAN 
PASSENGER IN MP
SHIVPURI: A bus conductor 
was arrested for allegedly 
raping a woman passen-
ger in Shivpuri district of 
Madhya Pradesh, a police 
officer said on Thursday. 
The incident occurred on 
Wednesday late night and 
the accused was arrested 
within a few hours of the 
incident. The local police 
station in-charge said, “A 
bus conductor misled the 
woman. He told her that the 
bus would go to her stop 
but brought her to another 
place instead. The conductor 
raped the woman overnight 
at the last stop before throw-
ing her off the vehicle.” The 
victim managed to reach the 
nearest police station and 
lodged a complaint against 
the conductor. 

AIRTEL LAUNCHES 
5G SERVICES AT 
PUNE AIRPORT
PUNE: Leading telecom 
company Bharti Airtel on 
Thursday announced the 
deployment of its Airtel 5G 
Plus service at Pune Lo-
hegaon Airport, making it 
the first airport in the state 
to experience 5G services. 
According to a company 
statement, customers 
flying in and out of Pune 
can enjoy high-speed Airtel 
5G Plus across the airport 
terminal. Passengers can 
have high speed on their 
mobile phones while they 
are at the arrival and de-
parture terminals, lounges, 
and boarding gates, among 
others. All customers with 
5G smartphones will enjoy 
the high-speed Airtel 5G 
Plus on their existing data 
plans, the company said.

BJP FILES 
COMPLAINT 
AGAINST TMC MLA
KOLKATA: Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) on Thursday 
filed a complaint with West 
Bengal Chief Electoral 
Officer against Trinamool 
Congress (TMC) MLA Kho-
kon Das for allegedly asking 
party workers to ensure that 
only those Bangladeshi im-
migrants who support the 
ruling party in the state find 
a place in the voters’ list.
BJP leader Shishir Bajoria 
said that an FIR should be 
filed against the TMC leader 
and a probe should be 
conducted. In a complaint 
letter, the BJP said that the 
TMC MLA has instructed 
that only the names of 
those ‘who belong to the 
Trinamool family and no one 
extra’ should be included in 
the electoral rolls.

MAN ARRESTED 
BY ED IN RS 250 CR 
INVESTMENT SCAM
BENGALURU : The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) on 
Thursday arrested a person, 
identified as Misbahuddin 
S, in connection with a case 
of transferring huge funds 
by luring depositors with the 
promise of high returns. The 
accused was produced be-
fore the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA) court 
in Bengaluru and remaded 
to ED custody till Novem-
ber 19. The Enforcement 
Directorate, a central agency 
probing money laundering 
and other economic offences, 
initiated an investigation in 
the case on the basis of an 
FIR registered against Injaz 
International and an associ-
ated group in Bengaluru.

The Greater Noida Industrial 
Development Authority (GN-
IDA) has imposed a fine of Rs. 
10,000 on the owner of the pet 
dog that bit a boy on Wednes-
day inside a housing society 
elevator in Greater Noida 
West of Uttar Pradesh’s Gau-
tam Buddha Nagar district.

This is the first time that 
GNIDA has imposed a fine 
of Rs. 10,000 on a dog owner 
for carelessness in keeping the 
pet dog. In addition to the Rs. 
10,000 fine, the GNIDA also 
asked the dog owner, Kar-
tik Gandhi, a resident of La 
Residentia Society in Greater 
Noida West, to pay the entire 
amount for the treatment of 
the dog bite victim.

In a notice sent on Wednes-
day to the dog owner, GNIDA 

medical officer Dr. Prem 
Chand directed him to de-
posit Rs 10,000 with GNIDA 
within seven working days.

If the fine is not deposited 
in GNIDA’s account within 
seven days and the treatment 
money is not paid, further ac-
tion will be taken against the 
dog owner, for which he will 
be held personally liable, ac-
cording to the notice.

The dog bite incident oc-
curred due to carelessness in 
keeping the pet dog, the notice 
added.

In the case, the victim, a boy 
was bitten by a dog inside the 
elevator of La Residentia So-
ciety’s tower seven in Greater 
Noida on Wednesday.

This was the second incident 
in about two months of a dog 
biting a child in the lift in Ut-
tar Pradesh’s national capital 
region. 

PUNISHMENT

Greater Noida dog 
bite case: Owner 
fined Rs 10,000
TDG NETWORK
NOIDA

Air quality in Delhi-NCR fur-
ther dipped into the “poor” 
category on Thursday morn-
ing, with an overall AQI of 
249, as per the System of 
Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting and Research 
(SAFAR). The air quality de-
teriorated from the “moder-
ate” category a day ago.

Delhi had been witness-
ing significant improvement 
in the AQI over the last few 
days.

New Delhi’s air quality had 
improved on Wednesday 
to the “moderate” category. 
However, this morning, the 
national capital was shroud-
ed in a layer of smog.

The AQI was 235 at Guru-

gram, 300 at Noida, and 266 
at IIT Delhi, all in the poor 
category.

According to SAFAR, the 
overall Air Quality Index 
(AQI) in Delhi stood at 176 
this morning.

The national capital’s air 
pollution level fell from “very 
poor” to “poor” on Tuesday, 
with an AQI of 221.

The Air Quality Index is a 
tool for effectively communi-
cating the status of air qual-
ity to people in simple terms. 
The Air Quality Index from 0 
to 100 is considered as good, 
while from 100 to 200 it is 
moderate, from 200 to 300 it 
is poor, and from 300 to 400 
it is said to be very poor and 
from 400 to 500 or above it 
is considered as severe.

CHOKED

After improvement over 
past few days, Delhi air 
quality dips to ‘poor’ 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI Ahead of the elections, 

the trade wing of the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) is going 
to hold over 100 meetings 
with the traders of various 
markets in Delhi in the next 
15 days. The trade wing of the 
party has decided to reach 
out to the traders to seek an 
understanding of their prob-
lems in the trading market.

The meetings are to take 
place at various markets in 
Delhi in order to approach 
traders to a greater extent. 
Giving the list of markets, 
AAP Trade Wing Convenor 
Brijesh Goyal said, “There 
will be two to five meetings 
in each market area, such as 
Karol Bagh, Khari Baoli, and 
Pitampura.”

AHEAD OF POLLS

AAP TO HOLD OVER 
100 MEETINGS 
WITH TRADERS
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will visit Arunachal 
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh 
on November 19 to inaugu-
rate Donyi Polo Airport in 
Itanagar and the “Kashi Tamil 
Sangamam” in Varanasi.

According to the Prime Min-
ister’s Office, the Prime Min-
ister will inaugurate Donyi 
Polo Airport in Itanagar and 
dedicate the 600 MW Ka-
meng Hydro Power Station 
to the nation. After that, he 

will reach Varanasi in Uttar 
Pradesh, where he will inau-
gurate the “Kashi Tamil San-
gamam.” PM in Arunachal 
Pradesh

In a key step to boost con-
nectivity in the Northeast, the 
Prime Minister will inaugu-
rate the first Greenfield air-
port in Arunachal Pradesh, 
the “Donyi Polo Airport, Itan-
agar.” In yet another initiative 
reflecting this vision, ‘Kashi 
Tamil Sangamam’, a month-
long programme, is being 
organised in Kashi (Varanasi).

DEVELOPMENT

PM to inaugurate Airport 
in Arunachal, Kashi 
Tamil Sangamam in UP 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Ahead of the Winter Session 
of Parliament, Vice Presi-
dent and Rajya Sabha Chair-
man Jagdeep Dhankhar on 
Thursday interacted with the 
Chairpersons of department-
related Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committees at Parliament 
House Complex in the nation-
al capital.

Among those present were 
BJP leaders Sushil Kumar 
Modi, Radha Mohan Singh, 
Rama Devi, Jagdambika Pal, 
Bhubaneswar Kalita, and Brij 
Lal, Congress leader Shashi 
Tharoor, BJD MP Sujeet Ku-

mar, and YSRCP leader V Vi-
jayasai Reddy.

Meanwhile, the Winter Ses-
sion of Parliament is likely to 
be held from December 7 to 
December 29 this year.

There will be a total of 17 
working days in the upcom-
ing winter session.

The first day of the upcom-
ing session is likely to be ad-
journed in the wake of the 
deaths of sitting members. 
Mulayam Singh Yadav, the 
patriarch of the Samajwadi 
Party, was among the sitting 
MPs who died recently.

Sources also say that since 
the Covid numbers have de-
clined significantly and most 

members and staff of Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha Sec-
retariat are completely vac-
cinated, the session is likely to 
convene without any major 
Covid-induced restrictions.

This will be the first session 
during which Vice President 
Jagdeep Dhankhar, who is the 
chairman of the Rajya Sabha, 
will officiate proceedings in 
the Upper House. The gov-

ernment will draw up a list of 
Bills to be passed during the 
upcoming session while the 
Opposition will demand a dis-
cussion on pressing matters.

The Monsoon Session 
commenced on July 18 and 
adjourned on August 8. The 
session saw 16 sessions spread 
over a period of 22 days.

During the session, six Bills 
were introduced in Lok Sab-
ha. Seven Bills were passed by 
Lok Sabha and 5 bills by the 
Rajya Sabha during the last 
session. One Bill was with-
drawn. The total number of 
Bills passed by both Houses 
of Parliament during the ses-
sion was 5.

UPCOMING WINTER SESSION

 VP DHANKAR INTERACTS WITH PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE
TDG NETWORK   
NEW DELHI

IN THE COURTS
SC AGREES TO LIST MATTERS RELATING TO  
PROMOTIONS IN RESERVED CATEGORY
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Thursday agreed to list the mat-
ters relating to promotions in the reserved category, which is pending 
consideration for a long time. A bench headed by Chief Justice of India 
DY Chandrachud said that it will see that matters relating to promotions 
in the reserved category get listed. CJI Chandrachud said that he has 
asked the registrar to meet him during lunch and assured him that he 
will personally look at the papers and see if it is listed. Senior Advo-
cate Indira Jaising mentioned the matter dealt with promotions in the 
reserved category. She urged the court to list the matter for hearing as 
it is pending consideration for a long period of time. The advocate said 
that there are several such pending cases across states and this is since 
the M Nagraj judgment. In an earlier hearing in the Supreme Court, the 
Centre said that quashing of reservations in the promotion to Scheduled 
Caste and Scheduled Tribe employees in government jobs may cause 
employee unrest and lead to multiple litigations. Various petitions relat-
ing to reservations are being heard in the Sc. Earlier, the top court had 
said that State governments ought to collect quantifiable data before 
granting reservations in the promotion to SC/ST employees. The top 
Court also said that it cannot lay down new yardstick after Constitution 
bench decisions.The court said it would not reopen its decision on the 
issue of the grant of reservation in promotion to the SCs and STs.

TUSSLE

A day after senior Con-
gress leader and for-
mer Union minister 

Ajay Maken stepped down 
as the party’s Rajasthan in-
charge, BJP MP Kirodi Lal 
Meena welcomed his deci-
sion, saying he would have 
been stuck between two rag-
ing bulls had he remained in 
the post.

Maken’s move came amid a 
continuing and bitter tussle 
between Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot and 
his former deputy, Sachin 
Pilot. The tussle came to a 
head again in the lead-up 
to the polls to elect the Con-
gress national president, as 
Gehlot, who was initially 
seen as a frontrunner for the 

post, pulled out in the face 
of a rebellion by his loyalist 
MLAs who wanted him to 
continue as CM.

Maken had earlier written 
to octogenarian Dalit leader 
Mallikarjun Kharge, who 
was recently elected the 
party’s first non-Gandhi na-
tional president in 24 years, 
expressing his unwilling-
ness to continue in his post 
as the Congress’ Rajasthan 
in-charge.

Speaking to ANI after 
presiding over a function 
in Dausa, Meena said, “If 
Maken hadn’t taken this 
step, he would have been 
stuck in the fight between 
two raging bulls.”

The BJP Rajya Sabha MP 
added that with the next 
assembly elections in the 
state not too far away, the 

infighting in the party (be-
tween Gehlot and Pilot) will 
only get more intense in the 
coming days. “So, Maken 
has made a very wise deci-
sion to step down from the 
post of Rajsthan Congress 
in-charge. I welcome his de-
cision,” the BJP MP added.

In his letter to Kharge on 
Wednesday, Maken said he 
did not want to continue in 
the post after the events of 
September 25.

On September 25, on the 
instructions of then Con-
gress president Sonia Gan-
dhi, Maken and Kharge went 
to Jaipur as observers. The 
visit fueled buzz that Gehlot 
might throw his hat in the 
ring in the polls to pick the 
president of Congress.

A meeting of the Congress 
Legislature Party in Rajast-

han was called, reportedly 
to select a new chief minister, 
adding fuel to the Gehlot ru-
mours. However, the Gehlot 
loyalists in the Rajasthan 
Assembly struck a dissident 
tone and objected to making 
Pilot the next chief minister.

The meeting was eventu-
ally called off because Gehlot 
supporters refused to attend.

The entire sequence of 
events left the Congress 
high command miffed, with 
show-cause notices issued 
to three leaders. However, 
no action has yet been taken 
against the dissident leaders.

While Gehlot apologised 
to Sonia, Congress general 
secretary KC Venugopal said 
a decision on the Rajasthan 
Congress will be taken in the 
next two days.

However, no meeting of 

the Congress-Legislative 
Party has been convened in 
the state since the September 
25 fiasco.

In his letter dated Novem-
ber 8, Maken said a new 
leader should be given the 
responsibility before the 
ongoing ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, 
led by Rahul Gandhi, enters 
the state. He said a new Ra-
jasthan Congress in-charge 
should lead the party into 
the upcoming Assembly by-
polls in the state.

“I am a soldier of Rahul 
Gandhi. My family has de-
cades of association with the 
party,” he wrote.

According to sources, 
Maken was miffed with the 
developments and eventu-
ally decided to step down 
as the Congress’ Rajasthan 
in-charge.

WOULD HAVE BEEN STUCK BETWEEN 
2 BULLS: BJP MP WELCOMES MAKEN 
TDG NETWORK
DAUSA

The Supreme Court was 
told on Thursday by the 
counsel appearing for Gau-
tam Navlakha, accused in 
the Bhima Koregaon vio-
lence case of 2018, that the 
apex court’s order direct-
ing that he be placed under 
house arrest was not being 
complied with by the state 
authorities.

Senior Advocate Nitya 
Ramakrishnan, appearing 
for Navlakha, told a bench 
of Chief Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud and Justices 
Hima Kohli and JB Pardiwa-
la that probe agencies had 
been directed to inspect the 
premises where Navlakha 
was to be relocated within 

48 hours.Ramakrishnan 
said, “They were supposed 
to inspect the premises 
within 48 hours and not 
within 96 hours. The order 
was placed on November 
10. The order is not being 
followed.”

Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, appearing for the 
National Investigation 
Agency (NIA), told the top 
court that instead of provid-
ing details of a house where 
he wants to be placed under 
house arrest, Navlakha has 
given details of a library-
turned-residential place 
belonging to the Commu-
nist Party. “He is a Maoist, 
and we objected to it, but 
now instead of the house, 
he has given the address of 
a library-cum-stay place of 

the Communist Party,” he 
said.

Ramakrishnan objects to 
the argument of the Solici-
tor General, who says, “It 
was mentioned that it is a 
library.” Solicitor General 
told the apex court that the 
agency has filed an applica-
tion seeking certain direc-
tions from the court and 
urged it to list the case.

The bench then listed the 
matter for hearing tomorrow 
before the bench headed by 
Justice KM Joseph.

A bench of Justice Joseph 
in an interim order permit-
ted Navlakha to be placed 
under house arrest for a pe-
riod of one month consider-
ing his health condition and 
old age. The Maharashtra 
government was ordered to 

conduct a necessary evalu-
ation of the location where 
Navlakha will be placed un-
der house arrest, and he was 
ordered to be placed under 
house arrest within 48 hours 
of the evaluation.

Navlakha had moved the 
top court requesting that he 
be placed under house arrest 
instead of judicial custody in 
Taloja jail, Maharashtra.

The apex court had im-
posed several conditions on 
Navlakha including he shall 
not use any mobile phone, 
laptop, communication de-
vice or gadget. He shall use 
the phone to be provided 
by police personnel on the 
duty. He will be able to use 
the phone once a day for 10 
minutes in the presence of 
the police.

 BHIMA KOREGAON CASE

NIA NOT COMPLYING WITH HOUSE ARREST 
ORDER, GAUTAM NAVLAKHA TELLS SC

BOMBAY HC ISSUES NOTICE TO GOVT 
OVER REDUCTION OF CORPORATORS 
IN BMC 
MUMBAI: Bombay High Court has issued notice to the 
Maharashtra government on a plea challenging the 
reduction of total seats in BMC elections from 236 to 227. 
The ordinance of the Eknath Shinde Government which 
reduced the number back to 227 was challenged by 
former Shiv Sena UBST faction corporator Raju Pednekar. 
The HC has asked the Advocate General to file a reply on 
the plea by November 25. The Court will hear the matter 
next on November 30. The previous MVA government had 
decided to increase the number of seats in BMC elections 
by 9 from 227 to 236. This decision of MVA government 
was criticised by Opposition parties in BMC including 
the Congress party which was part of the MVA govern-
ment. The opposition has alleged that this increase in 
the number of seats is done in a way that will benefit Shiv 
Sena only. After the change in government, the Shinde-
Fadanvis government reversed this decision and issued an 
ordinance effecting 227 seats in BMC as earlier. The HC 
has given liberty to the petitioner to amend his petition as 
the ordinance is already formed into an Act.

GYANVAPI MOSQUE CASE: COURT 
DISMISSES MUSLIM'S SIDE PLEA
VARANASI: The Varanasi Fast Track Court on Thursday dismissed 
the Anjuman Islamia Masjid committee's plea challenging the main-
tainability of a suit to hand over possession of the Gyanvapi Mosque 
premises to the Hindu side. The Court deferred the petition for the 
next hearing on December 2. The court was hearing the petition on 
the plea seeking worship rights of the 'Shivling' that the Hindu side 
claimed to be found on the Gyanvapi mosque premises. Vishwa Vedic 
Sanatan Sanstha had also filed a separate petition in the fast track 
court of Varanasi after the alleged Shivling was found. The peti-
tion was filed by Kiran Singh, wife of Vishwa Vedic Sanatan Sanstha 
President Jitendra Singh Vishen and others. The demands of the 
Hindu side include permission for the immediate beginning of prayer 
of Swayambhu Jyotirlinga Bhagwan Vishweshwar, the handing over 
of the entire Gyanvapi complex to the Hindus, and banning the entry 
of Muslims inside the premises of the Gyanvapi complex. In this 
case, the court under Order 7/Rule 11, said that "this matter is not 
maintainable." "Varanasi Court dismisses the plea filed by the Masjid 
committee challenging the maintainability of the suit in the Gyanvapi 
Mosque case. The next hearing is on December 1," said Anupam 
Dwivedi, Advocate Hindu side. The Muslim side is allowed to offer 
prayers in the premises till the matter is in court. 

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

VP Dhankar with Chairpersons of department-related 
Parliamentary Standing Committees on Thursday.
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Shimla Police 
arreStS one 
PerSon with 
drugS
SHIMLA: The Shimla Po-
lice arrested one person 
and recovered 600 gms 
of opium and 98.60 gms 
of charas, in-formed the 
police on Thursday. The 
accused has been identi-
fied as Hum Bahadur. The 
police have re-covered Rs 
71,000 cash along with 
600 gm opium, 98.60 gm 
charas from his posses-
sion. A case has been 
registered against him at 
Theog police station. 

dera follower’S 
murder: three 
arreSted from 
PunJaB
CHANDIGARH: As part 
of the ongoing drive to 
make Punjab a crime-
free state launched on 
the directions of Chief 
Minister Bhagwant 
Mann, Punjab Police on 
Thursday arrested three 
persons, including two 
main shooters, involved 
in the targeted killing of 
Pardeep Singh, who was 
killed by six-shooters 
outside his shop in 
Kotkapura on November 
10, 2022. Director General 
of Police (DGP) Punjab 
Gaurav Yadav identified 
the two arrested shooters 
as Manpreet Singh alias 
Mani (26) and Bhupinder 
Singh alias Goldy (22), 
both resident of Faridkot, 
while, the third arrested 
accused has been identi-
fied as Baljit Singh alias 
Manna, a resident of 
Sri Muktsar Sahib. The 
DGP said the Punjab 
Police had established 
the identity of two of the 
main shooters— Mani 
and Goldy— on the very 
first day and an extensive 
manhunt was launched 
soon after.

Police officialS, 
a Private PerSon 
arreted for 
taking BriBe
CHANDIGARH: Aiming 
to eradicate corruption 
in the state on the direc-
tive issued by Punjab 
chief minister Bhagwant 
Mann, the Punjab Vigi-
lance Bureau (VB) during 
its ongoing campaign on 
Monday arrest-ed a se-
nior police constable and 
a private person for tak-
ing a bribe of Rs 10,000. 
Disclosing this here 
today a spokesperson 
of the VB said the above 
mentioned accused 
constable Gurdeep Singh 
(No 1665/Amritsar), 
posted as Naib Reader 
in the office of ACP East 
Amritsar and private 
person Mayur, resident 
of Karimpura, Amritsar 
have been arrested on 
the complaint of Sucha 
Singh, resident of Partap 
Nagar, Amritsar.

PunJaB chief 
Secretary 
reviewS variouS 
ProJectS
CHANDIGARH: Punjab 
Chief Secretary  V.K. 
Janjua reviewed 
the various projects 
underway by the J-PAL 
South Asia Partnership 
for institutionalization 
of data and evidence-
based approach to 
policies during a high-
level meeting here on 
Thursday. J-PAL South 
Asia Partnership is 
running projects on 
preven-tion of opioid use 
in Punjab.

top of the day
maSter Saleem

Singer lauds Punjab 
govt for banning songs 
glorifying gun-culture

Famous Punjabi singer 
Master Saleem on Thurs-
day lauded the Punjab gov-
ernment's move of banning 
songs that glorify weapons 
and violence.

"I never sang a song that 
promoted weapons or gun 
culture. I like to live in my 
own world and sing songs 
that promote romance," Sal-
eem said while speaking to 
ANI. While commenting 
on the state government's 
move, the famous singer 
from Punjab also appealed 
his followers not to sing or 
listen to songs promoting 
weapons and violence.

"The Punjab govern-
ment's move is laudable, 
and I would like to request 
my followers and people of 
the state to listen to good 
songs that they can sing in 
front of their mother and 
sisters," he said.

"People should listen to 
romantic and Bhangra 
songs," he said.

The Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP)-led Punjab govern-
ment on Sunday banned 
songs pro-moting gun cul-

ture, and public display of 
firearms.

The government has also 
asked the police to conduct 
surprise checks at different 
lo-cations in the state and 
asked them to promptly 
take action against anyone 
delivering a hate speech 
against any community.

The state government 
issued the order in the 
wake of rising incidents of 
shootouts in the state. The 
government also intends to 
conduct a review of arms 
licences issued in the state 
within three months.

Punjabi Singer Sidhu 
Moose Wala, 28, was shot 
dead on May 29 by uniden-
tified as-sailants in Mansa, 
a day after the state govern-
ment curtailed his security 
cover. The Punjabi singer 
was shot at point-blank 
range and was declared 
brought dead on arri-val 
at the Mansa civil hospital.

The killers fired over 30 
rounds at Moosewala, who 
was found slumped in the 
driv-er's seat by locals.

The investigation sug-
gested Lawrence Bishnoi 
was the mastermind of the 
daylight killing. 
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303 PoStS vacant

Worsening air qual-
ity in several 
states is a matter 

of serious concern. Follow-
ing the same, all states are 
eyeball to eyeball over the is-
sue blaming each other for the 
increased pollution. In this se-
ries, a string of cities of Hary-
ana are witnessing poor Air 
Quality Index (AQI) which is 
a serious concern. There is a 
certain set of factors respon-
sible for air pollution in the 
state. 

Amid this what came to fore 
is that the acute shortage of 
staff including senior officials 
and other employees in Hary-

ana State Pollution Control 
Board (HSPCB) emerges as 
one of the prominent reason 
behind the air pollution, as 
the same results in delay of 
inspection of industrial units 
as to ensure the timely imple-
mentation of guidelines and 
regulations. 

The information sought 
by an RTI revealed that out 
of the total sanctioned 481 
posts in HSPCB, 303 are ly-
ing vacant which clearly de-
picts the prevailing scenario. 

The shortage of staff not 
only affects the functioning 
of the department but also 
the routine work. Further 
what received information 
revealed is that all sanc-
tioned posts fall under 42 

categories and a sizable 
chunk of post of field officers 
are lying vacant. 

So, it is the need of the 
hour to fill the vacant posts 
as soon as possible in a bid 
to ensure the smooth func-
tioning of the department 
as well as the implementa-
tion of the norms to control  
the pollution. 

 At the senior level, two 
posts each of Chief Envi-
ronmental Engineers and 
Chief Scientific Engineers, 
6 posts of Senior Environ-
mental Engineers, 9 posts of 
Senior Scientists, 33 posts of 
Environmental Engineers, 
10 posts of Scientists-c are 
lying vacant. 

These are the officers 

who make high level deci-
sions and work to prevent 
pollution. Apart from this, 
40 posts of Scientists-c, 92 
posts of Assistant Environ-
ment Engineer and 25 posts 
of Junior Environmental En-
gineer are sanctioned.

All four posts of Environ-
ment Engineers and Chief 
Scientific Engineers are 
vacant. 

Besides, 9 vacancies of Se-
nior Scientists, 15 posts of 
Environmental Engineers 
are remaining unfulfilled 
While 10 posts of Scientists-
c are vacant. 

Similarly, out of 92 posts 
of Assistant Environmental 
Engineer, 58 are lying vacant. 
Thus, acute short-age of the 

sanctioned posts causes delay 
and hindrance in stopping 
pollution. Besides, taking 
action against the violators 
would lead to delay. Apart 
from this, a large number of 
posts of administrative, ac-
counts, clerk, assistant and 
peon are also vacant.

Apart from aforesaid in-
formation, it is worth stating 
that a string of field officials 
are on deputation in other 
departments. 

Besides, several field of-
ficials have been given ad-
ditional charges which are 
most likely to affect their 
functioning. The RTI also 
reveals that many officials 
continue to stay at one station 
for a long time. 

Staff crunch criPPleS haryana 
State Pollution control Board
ravinder Malik
CHANDIGARH

winter iS here!

With winter already here in 
the state capital, the Tibetan 
woollen and other busi-
nesses are picking up and 
ex-pected to have a good run 
during the upcoming win-
ter season. The winter has 
already set in and the tem-
perature has started to drop 
in the Northern hill town of 
Shimla, while the Tibetan 
winter business units have 
started brisk sales in a new 
market this year. The Tibet-
ans business community, 
which is in exile in the town, 
has geared up and the wool-
len hosiery and jacket trade 
is the winter hope for the 
community here. During the 
past two years, the business 
units were reeling under a 
big loss due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. The pandemic is 
almost over in the region and 
so lifted hopes of traders in 
the region.

The Tibetan traders are 
getting regular and local 
customers as the market is 
now shifted to a shopping 
complex and the old mar-
ket has been shut here. The 
traders will have loss of over 
30 per cent but at the same 
time, they are expecting good 
busi-ness as the winter is ex-
pected to be extended till the 
end of February and March.

One of the traders, Kelsang, 
said during the past two 
years, they had a loss and 
this year.

"During past two years 
due to Covid, we could not 
do good business... It is cold 
now and people have started 
coming to buy winter stuff; 
our winter jackets and wool-
len sweaters, high necks and 
turtle necks are in demand. 

We are hopeful to get good 
business from November to 
January and also it may ex-
tend four months of business 
here," said Kalsang.

"This year, our market has 
been shifted to this shop-
ping complex, earlier it was 
an open shopping market 
outside the mall. We are re-
ceiving local customers but 
visiting tourists are not com-
ing here. That will be 30 per 
cent down from the normal 
but we know this year the 
winter will be prolonged..." 
Kelsang added.

The Tibetan market here 
is famous for the low-price 
winter stuff. The variety in 
ho-siery and special winter 
jackets are the major draw 
for the customers here.

"It is very cold and the win-
ter has set in early this year. 
I have come to buy a jacket 
and other winter clothes 
here," said Subhash, a local 
buyer. Tourists also prefer 
shopping here as they get 

reasonable winter garments 
here com-paring other mar-
kets in other cities. Most of 
the residents in Shimla from 
rural areas are major buyers 
of the Tibetan winter stuff. 
Some of the main attractions 
are sweat-er, socks, gloves, 
mufflers and jackets.

"I want to buy Jacket and 
winter clothes for wom-
en too, this year the cold 
weather has approached 
early. It is very cold so I am 
buying and trying to find 
out warm clothes here,"  
s a i d  a n o t h e r  b u y e r  
Mayaram Sharma.

The Tibetan community 
in exile in India is mainly 
dependent on the garments 
busi-ness and winter wool 
business for their survival. 
Thousands of Tibetan in 
India are dependent on this 
here-in-exile business in 
India. Most of the Tibetans 
move to the plains in Indian 
states during the winter sea-
son to have a good business.

Temperature drops in Shimla, lifts Tibetan traders' 
hope for good winter business of woollens
Tdg neTwork
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farmerS in diStreSS

The green pea crop in Him-
achal's Shimla district has 
failed this year owing to the 
excessive rain. The crops 
this year were sown late due 
to the prolonged period of 
rain. Most of the crop is now 
damaged due to early win-
ters. The farmers alleged that 
everyone, from those in the 
low-lying to the hilly areas, 
is now growing green pea 
crops, resulting in oversup-
ply and a decrease in prices.

Lok Bahadur, a green pea 
grower from the Mashobra 
village said, "Rates are fixed 
based on the quality of the 
crop. Earlier it was Rs 90 
to 95 per kg, but this year 
the rate has decreased due 
to oversupply. Today good 
quality peas are being sold 
at around Rs 80 per kg. In 
some places, peas are being 
sold for Rs 50 to 70 per kg".

Speaking about the rea-
sons for the low qual-
ity of peas, Bahadur said, 
"Due to rain, the crops 
were spoilt this time. Last  
time, the price started from 
Rs 100 per kg".

Bahadur further said that 
this year the demand for 
peas is less, and hence the 
prices are less. This time, 
the yield is high, but the 
goods are damaged and 
buyers are fewer. The goods 
from low areas and high ar-
eas have all come together, 
resulting in lower rates,  
Bahadur added.

Nirmit, another pea grower 
from the Matiyana village 
said, "This time the crop 
was not of good quality due 
to the change in the climate. 
The situation is not good. 
We live in the mountains 
where there is no means of 
irrigation. So if we sow 10kg 
peas, we get only one sack 
out of it. We are getting Rs 
60 to 75 per kg for our crop. 
Last year it was great. Even 
after Diwali, we were get-
ting prices like Rs 110 per 
kg. The only good thing is  
that farmers are not commit-
ting suicide."

While Vinod Sharma, 
another green pea grower 
from the Rampur area said, 
"There are two seasons 
of peas. Pea production is 
down in August and March. 
The August crop is being 
sold now."

Informing about the 
Mandi system, Sharma said 
that "farmers bring crops 
to Mandis and some trad-
ers come from outside and 
auctioning of crops takes 
place. In the season of peas 
that is going on currently, 
farmers are getting ben-
efits. Although demand 
is low, crop is being sold  
for Rs 80 to 82 per kg. 
Overall the income of pea  
farmers is good".

"Based on the varieties of 
peas, their prices are fixed. 
The prices of peas are rea-
sonable every year, espe-
cially the off-season peas. 
We have to give the labour 
cost. No other charges 
are being taken from the  
farmers at the mandi," Shar-
ma said.

Jai Kumar, a trader at the 
Mandi said, "Farmers come 
here directly with their 
crops, and we unload their 
crops. Later, open auction-
ing takes place. The farmer 
gets the highest rate. The 
farmer just has to bear the 
labour cost, and apart from 
it, not a single penny is be-
ing taken. Buyers are both  
from the mandi as well as 
outside".

Peas have grades, like the 
best quality, second grade, 
and third grade. A few 
crops go bad due to rains  
or winters. 

This time farmers couldn't 
grow their crops properly 
owing to the excessive rains. 
But this time rates have 
been comparatively good,  
Kumar said.

Earlier, the prices of peas 
were anywhere between Rs 
100 and 150 per kg, but now 
that the local mandis in Pun-
jab and Jabalpur are run-
ning, the prices have gone 
down to Rs 70 to 85 per kg, 
Kumar said. 

green Pea croP in 
himachal PradeSh 
affected By rain
Tdg neTwork
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threatening call

Punjabi Singer Babbu 
Maan gets death threat, 
security beefed up

Threatening Punjabi Sing-
ers, industrialists, jewellers 
has become the new norm in 
Punjab these days. Maximum 
Punjabi singers, actors keep 
personal and police security 
with them. This time, Pun-
jabi Singer Babbu Maan got 
a threatening call. 

The famous Punjabi Singer 
Babbu Maan got a threaten-
ing call from a gangster. After 
which the singer contacted 
Punjab Police and asked to 
beef up his security. As a re-
sult, Punjab po-lice have in-
creased the count of security 
personnel outside his house 
based in Mohali.  

As per sources, Mann got a 
threatening call from Bam-
biha Gang. Maan had lodged 
an FIR in this regard and po-
lice is further investigating the 
case.  Few days a jeweller from 
Ferozpur files an FIR against 
a gangster called Sukha 
Dunewala who fired at his 
house. Sukha asked jeweller 
for extortion which the jewel-
ler had denied. 

Earlier to this, Slain Singer 
Sidhu Moosewala who got 
killed on 29 May was also 
threatened by Goldy Brar 
Gang. The female singer Jen-
ny Johal who sang song Letter 

to CM while ask-ing for justice 
from the government was also 
been threatened by different 
gang-sters. Moosewala’s fa-
ther Balkaur Singh said Jen-
ny has only shared our pain, 
but she is being threatened. 
He said if case was registered 
against her, he would also go 
to jail with Jenny.

Babbu Maan too has raised 
his voice against Moosewala's 
killers and asked government 
to take stern and fast action 
against the culprits. 

TDG contacted Babbu 
Maan over the call but he 
didnt answer the call.  

The intelligence inputs re-
veal that anyone impersonat-
ing to be a fan of Babbu Maan 
can pose serious threats to 
his life after which his secu-
rity has got increased to stop 
anything unfortunate from 
happening.

Taruni gandhi
CHANDIGARH

croSSing SutleJ on Boat 

nhrc iSSueS notice to PunJaB over 
kidS croSSing river to reach School

The National Commis-
sion for Human Rights on 
Thursday issued a notice 
to the Bhagwant Mann-
led Punjab government 
following a media report, 
published by a prestigious 
newspaper, over the state 
government's failure to 
provide a mode of trans-
port to the students, com-
pelled to cross Satluj river 
on a Berhi (a wooden boat) 
to reach Government Se-
nior Secondary School in 
Punjab's Ferozpur district.

The NHRC is believed 
to issue the notice to the 
Punjab government over 
the reported lack of proper 
access to the education fa-
cilities for children in the 
Sutlej surrounding border 
areas of the Ferozpur dis-
trict. "The National Hu-
man Rights Commission, 
NHRC, India has taken 
suo motu cognizance of 
a media report about the 
plight of students, in Kalu-
wara village of Punjab, 
especially the girls, who 
have to first walk on foot 
in the slushy banks of the 
river Sutlej then board 
a Berhi (a wooden boat) 
and cross the river to walk 

for another 4 kms along 
the border with Pakistan 
before finally reaching to 
the Government Senior 
Secondary School in Gatti 
Rajoke area of the district 
Ferozpur of the State," said 
a press release.

The Commission also 
observed that the news of 
the girls, being deprived of 
proper transportation facili-
ties, raises issues pertaining 
to the apathy of the state au-
thorities towards the Right 
to Education of the students 
as well as the Right to Life 
and Dignity of the people 
residing in the area. The 
State has a responsibility 
to ensure their safety and 
to safeguard their human 
rights by providing them 
with an environment to 
live with dignity.

Accordingly, it has issued 
a notice to the Government 
of Punjab and sought a re-
port along with the action 
taken report (ATR) about 
the steps being taken or 
proposed to be taken to 
provide better and hassle-
free access to the students 
to the school in the area, 
either by the creation of 
a new school at a nearby 
place or by providing bet-
ter access, avoiding the 
river Satluj/Berhi, while 

reaching to the school.
"It becomes imperative 

that the State Government 
makes it possible for every 
child to get access to the 
education system, with-
out much hindrance or 
difficulty so that the funda-
mental significance of the 
life of an individual can be 
achieved," the NHRC said.

In this context, the 
NHRC also noted the Su-
preme Court's order in 
Avinash Mehrotra v. UoI, 
(2009) 6 SCC 398, as well 
as the introduction of Ar-
ticle 21-A in the Consti-
tution, which makes the 
State liable to provide free 
and compulsory education 
to all the children of the age 
of six to fourteen years.

"The Government of In-
dia has been emphasizing 
education for girls. It has 
announced and imple-
mented many schemes 
to provide benefits to girl 
children across the coun-
try but such news reports 
indicate that there are still 
many areas, where a lot of 
work is yet to be done. The 
poor citizens cannot be left 
with their fate and use a 
Berhi to cross a river daily 
to reach the school, mar-
ket or their place of work," 
NHRC said further.

Tdg neTwork
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People shop for winter clothing as exiled Tibetan business 
community gear up for winter sales, in Shimla on Thursday.

Babbu Mann.



Centre moves SC against 
elease of Rajiv killers
ramification and therefore falls squarely within 
the sovereign powers of the Union of India,” the 
Centre added. 
The Supreme Court’s 11 November order “be-

ing violative of principles of natural 
justice and wreaked with glaring and 
manifest errors apparent on the face 
of the record, keeping in view the in-

ternational ramifications it entails, there is also 
substantial cause in the matter warranting its 
review and an open hearing, wherein, Union of 
India could be afforded an opportunity to place 
the correct and germane facts before this Court 
to assist it to arrive at a just and correct decision 
in the matter i.e. why the six convicts were not 
entitled for any relief by this Court,” the Centre 
further stated. 
The top court in its order noted that Nalini has 
been behind bars for over three decades and 
her conduct has also been satisfactory. She has 
a PG diploma in Computer Application and 
Ravichandran’s conduct has also been found to 
be satisfactory and he has undertaken various 
studies during his incarceration including a PG 
diploma in Arts. 
The top court had released Nalini, Ravichan-
dran, Robert Payas, Jayakumar, S Raja, and 
Shriharan. 
On 18 May, the Supreme Court had evoked its 
extraordinary powers under Article 142 of the 
Constitution to release A.G. Perarivalan, who 
was one of the seven convicts in the assassina-
tion case.

Charred Shraddha’s face 
to hide identity 
a DNA test. The police will match the DNA re-
port of all the pieces found at both these places 
and will try to ascertain if the found body parts 
were of Shraddha, the sources said.
According to the sources, Aftab, during his 
interrogation, told the police that after killing 
Shraddha and chopping her body into 35 pieces, 
he had first disposed of those parts which could 
stink quickly.
“Accused Aftab told the police that he used 
bleach to destroy the evidence, and also used 
chemicals so that not a single stain of blood re-
mained on the floor,” the sources said.
“He threw all the parts of the body in the for-
est and left thumb at some other location,” the 
sources added.
According to police sources, there was no re-
morse visible on his face during his interroga-
tion.

“When the police officer talks to the accused in 
Hindi, he replies in English. He sleeps peace-
fully in the police station lockup all night. After 
the murder, the friends of the accused Aftab also 
came to the house..but during that time he had 
hidden the parts somewhere else,” the source 
said.
Meanwhile, the Delhi Police has come across a 
fresh lead in the investigation of the Shraddha 
murder case, in which they have found a pend-
ing water bill in accused Aftab Poonawalla’s 
flat, given the circumstances that 20,000 litres 
of water in Delhi is provided free by the govern-
ment, according to the sources.
According to the sources, the police received in-
formation from the neighbours of Aftab that he 
has an outstanding water bill of Rs 300.
The police are likely to investigate this angle as 
the Delhi government gives 20,000 litres of wa-
ter for free. Two neighbours living on the floor 
above Aftab had informed the police that the 
water bill of all the floors comes to zero, except 
for Aftab’s, who had an outstanding due of Rs 
300, thus rising suspicion.
“After the murder, Aftab used a lot of water to 
clean the blood stains leading to a high water bill 
and the pending bill. Neighbours told the Police 
that Aftab used to regularly go and check the 
building’s water tank,” the sources said.
The police have also got the information that in 
the rent agreement which was made, Aftab had 
put Shraddha’s name first and his own name 
at the last.
“The flat owner knew that they are not a mar-
ried couple. They were given the flat through a 
broker. Aftab used to deposit Rs 9,000 into the 
account of the owner between 8 and 10 of every 
month,” the sources said.
The water bill is also likely to play an impor-
tant role in the investigation. Today, if the court 
grants further custody to the police, they are 
likely to investigate this angle as well, accord-
ing to the sources.
Earlier, Aftab had told police that before the 
murder there was a fight between the couple 
over the shifting of household items from Mum-
bai.
Police investigation revealed that the couple 
had a fight on 18 May during which Aftab killed 
Shraddha.
Delhi Police sources said the 18 May quarrel 
was not the first time, Aftab and Shraddha were 
fighting for three years.
“On 18 May, there was a fight between the two 
regarding bringing household items from 
Mumbai. They used to fight over who would 
bear the household expenses and bring items. 
Aftab got very angry about this. The quarrel 
started around 8 pm on 18 May when Aftab 
strangled Shraddha to death. He kept her body 
in the room overnight and went to buy a knife 

and refrigerator the next day,” sources told news 
agency.

Satyender Jain prima facie 
guilty
“the economic offences have deep-rooted con-
spiracies and involve a huge loss of public funds 
that need to be viewed seriously and considered 
as grave offences affecting the economy of the 
country as a whole and thereby posing a seri-
ous threat to the financial health of the country.” 
Hence, the accused Satyender Kumar Jain 
is not entitled to the benefit of bail having 
regard to the twin conditions provided in Sec-
tion 45 of the PMLA. The application of the ac-
cused Satyender Kumar Jain is dismissed, the 
court said. 
The Court also noted that co-accused Vaibhav 
Jain and Ankush Jain had declared entire ac-
commodation entries of Rs 16.50 crore includ-
ing Rs 4.61 crore received during the check 
period as their own unaccounted income was 
also done with a view to show that the entire 
unaccounted income is untainted and belongs 
to them. 
However, the material which has come on re-
cord shows that the declaration made by co-
accused Vaibhav Jain and Ankush Jain under 
the IDS, 2016 on 27 September 2016, was not 
a true disclosure as accused Satyender Kumar 
Jain had also provided cash during the check 
period, which is prima facie established from 
the statement of witnesses. 

BJP seeks apology from 
Rahul for Savarkar 
like Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Sardar Patel by signing the letter out of fear.” 
Hitting out at the BJP, the Congress leader said 
that the youth are not being given the assurance 
of getting jobs. 
“I see two big problems- youths don’t have the 
assurance of getting jobs and farmers don’t get 
support from anywhere. The third is inter-
linked- people are paying for education and 
health as govt schools, colleges and hospitals are 
shutting, so where is the money going?” he said. 
Rahul also said that Hindutva ideologue, Vinay-
ak Damodar Savarkar used to take a pension 
from Britisher and worked against Congress. 
“In Andaman jail, Savarkar wrote a letter and 
told the British to forgive him and release him 
from jail. Veer Savarkar took a pension from the 
British, he worked against Congress. After com-
ing out of jail he accepted the British proposal 
and joined their force. The difference between 
Savarkar and Birsa Munda is, he fought against 
the British when he was 24 years old,” he said. 
In reply, Sambit Patra said, “This is very shame-

ful that Rahul Gandhi did a press conference in 
Maharashtra and insulted the son of the State 
and freedom fighter Veer Savarkar. The kind of 
language Rahul Gandhi used for Veer Savarkar 
in his Bharat Jodo Yatra is a very indecent and 
pathetic act. As far as Veer Savarkar is con-
cerned, he is a freedom fighter and is very close 
to all of us.” 
 “The way Indira Gandhi glorified and praised 
Veer Savarkar in her letter, that is present in 
India’s archives today. Who was speaking the 
truth Indira Gandhi was speaking or Rahul 
Gandhi? Indira Gandhi said Veer Savarkar 
was the son of India and a very brave war-
rior who fought against the British,” he said.  
Hitting out at the Gandhi family, Patra said they 
have always insulted great personalities. “As far 
as this Gandhi family is concerned, this Gandhi 
family thinks that only their family members 
are freedom fighters, they only went to jail and 
there is no meaning of India outside his family. 
Be it Subhas Chandra Bose or Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel, his family has always insulted great 
personalities. And the result is that their leaders 
are leaving Congress,” he said.

India frowns at Pak PM on 
terrorism
lamentable is that instead of taking some con-
crete action against terror outfits, Pakistan 
leadership plays victim card just to divert world 
focus from the real and core issue of terrorism 
being sponsored by Islamabad,” officials point-
ed out. 
“The whole world knows about Pakistan’s 
role in supporting terrorism and no amount 
of denial can hide this truth,” says a diplomat. 
“Can anyone counter the fact that Pakistan has 
given safe have to maximum number of UN pro-
scribed terrorists?” he asked. Shehbaz should 
talk about what action his government is taking 
to eradicate terrorists from Pakistan’s soil, but 
he is trying to highlight it as a problem that his 
country is facing, the sources argued. “Who is 
really behind this foremost problem (terrorism) 
that Sharif spoke about?” sources questioned. 
The terror attack killing police personnel in one 
of Pakistan provinces has certainly drawn glob-
al community’s attention towards the fact that 
Islamabad’s fight against terrorism still leaves a 
lot to be desired. “It was in an attempt to divert 
the global attention that Sharif highlighted it as 
a big problem that Pakistan is facing. But Paki-
stan’s soft corner for terrorists is a well-known 
fact,” sources said.

 Pak, Afghanistan absent 
from global terror

‘No Money for Terror’ Conference, NIA DG 
said, “This is the third edition of ‘No money 
for Terror’ conference. The first was held 
in France in 2018... Second edition was or-
ganised in Melbourne, Australia in 2019.” 
Noting “this is a very crucial way to stop terror 
financing and activities”, the NIA DG said a total 
72 countries along with multilateral organisa-
tions are participating in the event”. 
India will raise major issues like lack of univer-
sal consensus on laws regarding cybercrimes; 
weak control mechanisms of social media plat-
forms and their misuse by terrorist and extrem-
ist groups, dark web and crypto-currency in the 
international ‘No Money For Terror’ Ministerial 
Conference. 
The Conference aims to progress the discus-
sions on combating terrorist financing held by 
the international community in the previous 
two Conferences in Paris and Melbourne. It 
also intends to include discussions on techni-
cal, legal, regulatory and cooperation aspects of 
all facets of terrorism financing. It attempts to 
also set the pace for other high level official and 
political deliberations, focused on countering 
terrorist financing.

Cover shoulders, knees: 
Qatar’s guidelines
cultural norms, including its restrictions on 
drinking, drugs, sexual activity, and attire. 
Touching especially on clothing, travellers may 
want to reconsider their choices in light of the 
restrictions that Qatar has put in place. 
The football extravaganza will begin on 
20 November and will go on till 18 De-
cember. In the first match, the Ecuadorian 
team will clash with the host team, Qatar. 

ED Chief’s tenure extended 
for third time
till November 18, 2022, or till further notice, 
read the government order.
His first extension, which came first on 13 No-
vember 2020, was challenged in the Supreme 
Court. But the judges had refused to interfere, 
saying the CVC Act does not limit the tenure to 
two years and extensions can be given to wrap 
up ongoing cases. The rule to extend tenures 
of probe agency chiefs had come under attack 
from the opposition. Many parties, including 
the Congress and the Trinamool Congress, 
contended that it was a ruse to reward officials 
who toed the government line. The government 
has used the ED and the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation as “henchmen to usurp power and 
destabilise elected governments” and they are 
now being rewarded, the Congress said.

ContInuED fRoM PAgE 1

The Congress in Kar-
nataka on Thursday 
charged the Chief Min-

ister with “corrupt electoral 
practice” vis-à-vis an “aware-
ness programme,” a charge 
rejected outright by Basavaraj 
Bommai, who said the opposi-
tion party was bankrupt with 
ideas.

The CM asserted he was 
ready to face an inquiry and 
also get investigated regard-
ing Congress’ allegation that 
a private firm engaged in voter 
surveys in the city collected 
details, including on individu-
als’ caste and their Aadhaar.

As the issue erupted into a 
political row, the city’s civic 
body announced terminating 
the permission granted to the 
NGO involved in the program, 
and authorities said action 
will be taken against it if it is 
found to be involved in viola-
tions.

The Congress national gen-
eral secretary and Karnataka 
in-charge Randeep Surjewala 
demanded the resignation of 
Bommai, alleging he is direct-
ly responsible for the corrupt 
electoral practice by assigning 
a private entity, Chilume Edu-
cational and Rural Develop-
ment Institute, to collect door-
to-door voter information.

Dismissing Congress’ al-
legation, Bommai said it has 
bankrupt ideas due to which 
it is making baseless charges 
without any proof. He said he 
was ready to get the matter 
investigated.

“What I feel is that the Con-
gress has bankrupt ideas. It is 
a matter between the Election 
Commission of India, Bruhat 

Bengaluru Mahanagara-
Palike (BBMP) and the NGO,” 
Bommai said.

He added that if the NGO 
has misused its position, it 
will be inquired into and ac-
tion will be taken.

   “What is the proof that 
which private information has 
been given to whom.There is 
nothing on paper. It is a base-
less allegation. I am really 
astonished the way Congress 
is bankrupt with ideas...there 
is no proof at all,» Bommai 
added. He said he was ready 
for an inquiry.

 “Let the inquiry be done 
and the truth come out. We 
are not shying away from any 
inquiry. I ask the BBMP com-
missioner to file a case,» the 
CM said. Earlier in the day, 
Surjewala said the BBMP 
authorised a private firm in 
August to carry out a door-
to-door survey of voters ‹free 
of cost› and it gathered infor-
mation about their gender, 
mother tongue and collected 
voter ID and Aadhaar details.

«Chilume Educational and 
Rural Development Insti-
tute applied for permission 
to conduct voter awareness 
drive of the Election Commis-
sion. Firstly, the permission 
was given for Mahadevapura 

Assembly constituency, and 
it was then extended to all 
28 assembly constituencies 
of Bengaluru vide a govern-
ment order dated August 
20, 2022,» the AICC general 
secretary claimed in a press 
conference.

Further, Chilume is con-
nected with and owned by 
common owners and direc-
tors of two other entities, in-
cluding Chilume Enterprises 
Private Limited, he said.

«Chilume Enterprises 
claims to be an ‘Election 
Management Company’ in-
cluding working for ‘EVM 
preparation etc for political 
parties’. This is unique. I have 
never heard this before,» Sur-
jewala said.

 Alleging «the chief minister 
was the conduit of the elec-
toral fraud,» he said, «there 
has to be an FIR against Basa-
varaj Bommai, and he should 
be arrested.»

The cache of data was not 
fed into the Garuda applica-
tion of the government but 
into an application ‹Digital 
Sameeksha› of the private 
firm, Surjewala charged.

 The firm also appointed 
hundreds of Booth Level Of-
ficers (BLO), which techni-
cally should be government 

appointed persons, said Sur-
jewala, adding these BLOs 
were also given identity cards 
resembling those possessed 
by government employees.

The AICC general secretary 
also sought to know how a 
private entity was permitted 
to collect personal voter in-
formation like caste, religion, 
age, gender, mother tongue, 
marital status, Aadhaar 
number, phone number, ad-
dress, voter ID number and 
email address.

Can personal data of vot-
ers be uploaded by private 
entity on its private app, 
which supposedly is used by 
political parties, MPs, MLAs, 
councillors and aspirants for 
political usage on payment, 
he wondered.

   “The 40 per cent com-
mission Sarkar (Cong barb 
against ruling BJP over cor-
ruption) has now corrupted 
the election process also. 
Shocking expose has re-
vealed that those sitting in the 
citadels of power, including 
the chief minister are overtly 
and covertly responsible 
for theft of voter data, fraud 
and impersonation through 
brazen misdemeanors,» Sur-
jewala alleged.

     Former CM Siddaramaiah 
and state Congress chief D K 
Shivakumar lodged a com-
plaint with Bengaluru po-
lice commissioner C Pratap 
Reddy over the matter.

Meanwhile, former chief 
minister and the JD(S) sec-
ond-in-command HD Ku-
maraswamy said the BJP has 
done what the Congress did 
in the past and there was no 
difference in the conduct of 
the two political parties.

 As the issue snowballed 
into a major controversy, the 
BBMP terminated its permis-
sion given to Chilume.

In a statement, the civic 
agency said in view of the 
Special Summary Revi-
sion–2023 activities, per-
mission had been granted 
to Chilume Educational 
Cultural and Rural Develop-
ment Trust for conducting 
the house-to-house visit to 
create awareness among the 
general public towards ap-
plying online applications 
via voter helpline mobile app 
pertaining to Voter ID, in co-
ordination with BLOs, Elec-
toral Registration Officers 
and Assistant Electoral Reg-
istration Officers of District 
Election Officer, Bengaluru.

  “However, the above said 
trust has violated the con-
ditions of the permission. 
Therefore, the permission 
has been withdrawn with 
immediate effect. Hence, we 
hereby appeal to the general 
public not to share their voter 
ID details to the representa-
tives of the trust,” the state-
ment read.

     State Chief Electoral Of-
ficer Manoj Kumar Meena 
clarified that the BBMP chief 
commissioner, who is the 
district election officer, did 
not give permission to carry 
out any ‹analysis›.

 The civic body cancelled the 
permission granted to Chi-
lume to carry out awareness 
drive soon after getting the 
complaint against it, Meena 
said adding that a plaint has 
been lodged against the NGO 
and action will be taken as 
per rules against the firm if 
any violations were found.

In KARnAtAKA BILAtERAL tIES 
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Cong CRIES fouL ovER PRIvAtE EntIty In KARnAtAKA 
votER SuRvEy, BoMMAI DISMISSES ‘BASELESS’ ChARgE

CM Basavaraj Bommai

India, Russia have joint 
working group on counter-
terrorism: MEA official

India has a joint working 
group with Russia on counter-
terrorism, and the two coun-
tries have worked on common 
objectives in Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF), a senior 
MEA official said here. San-
jay Verma, Secretary (West), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
stated that the two countries 
collaborate on counterterror-
ism and exchange notes.

“There are several tracks on 
which we do that. We have a 
joint working group with Rus-
sia on counterterrorism. That 
is definitely an area where we 
can collaborate. We exchange 
notes etc. Also in the FATF for-
mat till Russia was a member, 
now that membership is sus-
pended or limited to a large 
extent, in the FATF process 
also we worked with Russia on 
common objectives,” he said.

He was responding to a que-
ry during a joint press confer-
ence on the third ‘No Money 
for Terror’ (NMFT) Ministe-
rial Conference on Counter-

Terrorism Financing, which 
will begin here on Friday. 
Director General of the NIA, 
Dinkar Gupta, said that sev-
eral countries are participating 
in the ministerial conference. 
Answering a query, he said 
Pakistan and Afghanistan are 
not participating in the confer-
ence. “Seventy eight countries 
and multilateral organisations 
are participating in the third 
edition of the “No Money for 
Terror” Conference being or-
ganised in the national capital 
on November 18-19,” he said.

Responding to queries, San-
jay Verma said that China has 
been invited to the conference, 
but its participation has not 
been confirmed.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will deliver the inaugu-
ral address at the Ministerial 
Conference.

The conference will offer 
a platform for participating 
nations and organisations to 
deliberate on the effectiveness 
of the current international 
regime on counter-terrorism 
financing as well as the steps 

required to address emerging 
challenges. The conference 
will build on the gains and 
learnings of the previous two 
conferences held in Paris in 
April 2018 and in Melbourne 
in November 2019 and will 
work towards enhancing 
global cooperation to deny fi-
nances to terrorists and access 
to permissive jurisdictions to 
operate.

India was to host the third 
conference, but it was post-
poned due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The conference will 
be attended by about 450 del-
egates from across the world, 
including Ministers, Heads of 
Multilateral organisations and 
Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) Heads of Delegations.

This will be the second ma-
jor international conference 
on terrorism to be hosted by 
India. The United Nations 
Security Council Counter-
Terrorism Committee meeting 
was held in India last month. 
It was the first time that such 
a meeting was held outside 
New York.

CouRt ExtEnDS PoLICE CuStoDy of AftAB foR 5 DAyS, ALLowS nARCo tESt
new delhi : a delhi court on Thursday extended the police custody of accused aftab 
amin Poonawala for the next five days in the Shraddha walker murder case. The court 
also granted the accused’s request for a narco test.Following the submission of delhi 
Police, Saket Court Metropolitan Magistrate aviral Shukla extended aftab Poonawala’s 
police custody for the next five days.an application for permission for his narcotics test 
was moved to Saturday. he was produced before the court through video conferencing 
after five days of police custody. delhi police had moved an application seeking an ex-
tension of police custody for ten days. aftab was arrested on Saturday after delhi police 
started probing a missing complaint filed by Shraddha’s father, Vikas walker. according 
to the sources, delhi police submitted before the court, “The investigation is going on 
and the accused is to be taken to uttarakhand and himachal Pradesh, where he went 
with Shraddha.” delhi police submitted that further custodial interrogation of the ac-
cused is required to unearth the entire case and collect the evidence.
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top of the day

Fishermen 
warned against 
venturing into sea
Tamil Nadu: Fishermen 
in Tamil Nadu have been 
advised not to venture 
into the sea from Friday 
till further notice. Tamil 
Nadu State fisheries 
department in an official 
statement on Thursday 
said that due to the for-
mation of low pressure 
on the Bay of Bengal, 
fishermen are asked not 
to venture into the sea 
from tomorrow till fur-
ther advice. “Fishermen 
who are all in the deep 
sea are also asked to re-
turn to nearby harbours 
and keep their boats 
safe,” the department 
said. The meteorological 
department forecasted 
rainfall in Tamil Nadu 
within the next three to 
four days. 

5 dead in nalbari 
road accident
NalBari: at least five 
people were killed and 
two others got injured in 
an accident in assam’s 
Nalbari district in the wee 
hours of Thursday, police 
said. The accident took 
place in the Banekuchi 
area in the Nalbari dis-
trict. according to police, 
the accident occurred at 
around 3 am on Thursday 
in the Banekuchi area 
under the Nalbari police 
station where a speedy 
four-wheeler hit a road-
side railing. The vehicle 
was coming from Howly, 
Barpeta side. Pabindra 
Kumar Nath, Superinten-
dent of Police of Nalbari 
district told that, two 
passengers of the vehicle 
died on the spot while 
three others succumbed 
to their injuries.

etah police nab 
interstate atm 
robbing gang
ETaH: uttar Pradesh’s 
Etah police busted an 
interstate gang which 
was robbing aTms by 
cutting open the cash 
trays, the police said. 
Three key members of 
the gang were arrested 
and rs. 11 lakh was also 
recovered from their 
possession, police added. 
according to the police, 
three country-made 
pistols, two gas cylinders 
with one gas cutter and a 
car were also recovered 
from them. The gang had 
robbed rs. 26 lakh from 
an axis bank’s aTm lo-
cated in the thana kotwali 
area about 17 days ago, 
said the police. aligarh 
range deputy inspector 
General (diG) deepak 
Kumar has provided a 
cash award of rs. 50,000 
to the police team which 
busted the aTm robbers’ 
gang. 

3 more arrested 
in appsc question 
paper leak case
iTaNaGar: The Special 
investigation Cell (SEC) 
has arrested three more 
persons in connection to 
the arunachal Pradesh 
Public Service Commis-
sion (aPPSC) question 
paper leak case. Officials 
said that the investigation 
is being carried out by the 
SiC (vigilance) police sta-
tion and three persons in-
cluding a government of-
ficial have been taken into 
custody. Those arrested 
have been identified as 
Taloka darang, a resident 
of Siang, and Posi Gamlin 
alias Gamkin and Eagle 
Sora - both residents of 
West Siang. 

in hYderabad 

Illegal weapons are in cir-
culation and being used 
for various purposes by 

dubious means in Hyder-
abad. In a shocking incident 
the perpetrators used fake 
seals of licence issuing offi-
cials & forged the signatures 
to prepare the fake arm li-
cences and procured real 
weapons. 

City Police Commissioner 
C.V. Anand presenting the 
facts of the case in his office 
and communicating through 
a press release, said that the 

mastermind of the racket 
Altaf Hussain, resident of 
Rajouri district- J&K, came 
to Hyderabad in 2013 for 

livelihood and joined Grace 
Management Security Ser-
vice. Later he was deployed 
as gunman in SIS cash ser-

vice, West Marredpally. Pri-
or to his employment in city, 
he purchased a double bore 
gun using a fake arms li-
cence in Rajouri, J&K which 
he had obtained by bribing 
the local magistrate office.

As he was familiar with the 
process and licence details 
and teamed up with Hafe-
ezuddin, a stamp vendor in 
Secunderabad, and started 
issuing fake gun licenses by 
indulging in forgery and af-
fixing fake seals. These fake 
documents have been used 
to procure real arms.  Fur-
ther he steeped the illegal 
activity and starting issu-

ing fake arms licenses and 
trapped the unemployed 
youth residing in J&K states 
who tried to make a living as 
security guards in private se-
curity firms. Using the fake 
All India Licenses (Rajouri 
based), weapons were pro-
cured from other states by 
these gullible candidates for 
40 to 60, 000/- rupees.

This infringement has 
taken place with the con-
nivance of Venkata Konda 
Reddy, Regional Manager 
at Grace Management Secu-
rity Services and I. Srinivas, 
xerox shop owner in West 
Marredpally. 

seven arrested For allegedlY 
running a Fake arms licence racket
Madhu SharMa
HydEraBad
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City Police Commissioner C.V. anand  addressing the media.

Controversial dome-shaped bus shelter in Mysuru.

union Minister of road Transport and highways 
Nitin Gadkari 

Medical Education minister 
dr K. Sudhakar 

The portals of the Lord ayappa temple opened on Wednesday.

signiFicant boost

in karnataka

Union Minister of Road Transport and 
Highways Nitin Gadkari on Thursday in-
augurated and laid the foundation stones of 
three highways in Siliguri in the presence of 
the members of Parliament -- Raju Bisht and 
Jayant Kumar Roy -- and several other central 
and state officials.

The inaugurated projects include two-lane 
road over bridge (ROB) in replacement of 
level crossing at 615.5 km of NH-31 (Ood-
labari). According to an official statement, 
this project would give significant boost to 
international connectivity and ROB in lieu 
of level crossing at 661.100 km on NH-31 
(Maynaguri). It would help to reduce acci-
dents due to an improved safety features and 
minimise the travelling distance and time. 
Giving a major fillip to traffic decongestion 
in Siliguri, the foundation stone was laid on 
Thursday for the development to 4/6-lan-
ning of NH-31 with service roads on both 
sides from the end of AH-02 on NH-31 near 

Shivmandir to Sevoke Army Cantonment in 
the districts of West Bengal. It would boost 
connectivity to Northeastern India and the 
neighbouring countries like Nepal, Bhutan, 
and Bangladesh.

According to the statement, the develop-
ment of these projects will lead to industrial 
and economic growth in West Bengal as 
well as eastern parts of India with signifi-
cant inroads towards agricultural and to-
wards sector. 

Nitin Gadkari inaugurates 
3 NH projects worth  
Rs 1,206 crore in Siliguri

Congress alleges voters’ 
data theft, seeks CM 
Bommai’s resignation

TdG NETWOrK
SiliGuri

in west bengal

in karnataka padampur bY-election

two-month Festival

Filling vacancies

drawing Flak

upliFtment

BJP demanded an investi-
gation into the incident as a 
child died after being hit by 
Trinamool Congress leader 
Abu Taher Khan’s car, ac-
cording to an official.

“A child lost his life after 
being hit by TMC MP Abu 
Taher’s car in Murshidabad. 
This should be investigated!” 
the BJP Bengal tweeted.

Amiya Kumar Bera, Medical 
Superintendent, at Murshid-
abad Hospital confirmed the 
death of the child. The TMC 
leader claimed that the child’s 
mother didn’t keep a watch 
on him while he ran across 
the road due to which the ac-
cident took place. “The child’s 
mother didn’t keep watch and 
the child was running across 
the road when the accident 
happened,” Khan said.

In view of the increase in C-
section deliveries in govern-
ment hospitals, Karnataka 
Health and Medical Educa-
tion minister Dr K. Sudha-
kar said that a committee 
will be formed to monitor 
and check unnecessary C-
section deliveries in the dis-
trict and taluk government 
hospitals in Tumkur.

The Minister said this 
while interacting with pa-
tients in the Tumkur hos-
pital. 

“C-section deliveries 
should generally remain 
within 20-40 per cent of 
the total deliveries. The C-
section should not be rec-
ommended in cases where 
normal delivery is feasible. 
If this is being deliberately 

done we will take strict ac-
tion to stop this. District 
surgeons should have a 
weekly meeting with all de-
partment heads every Fri-
day to address issues in the 
hospitals. DC is also being 
directed to regularly visit 
the district hospital,” the 
Health Minister added.

“44 specialist doctors are 
the sanctioned strength for 
Tumkur district hospital 
out of which 42 specialists 
are already on board. So 
there is no shortage of doc-
tors here. There were 250 
beds earlier which has been 
increased to 400 in 2003. 
However, manpower is not 
panned accordingly and we 
will fix this soon,” he added.

The Karnataka Minister 
said that the Namma Clin-
ics would be operational by 
this month.

“438 Namma Clinics are 
being established in the 
state and 288 of them are 
ready. CM Bommai will 
dedicate the Namma Clinics 
to the public this month and 
Tumkur will get 10 Namma 
Clinics. The women’s clinics 
will be named ‘Ayushmati 
Clinic,” he said.

War of words broke out over 
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojana between Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and Biju 
Janta Dal (BJD) in Odisha 
ahead of the Padampur by-
election.

BJD accused BJP of doing 
politics over the Pradhan 

Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 
and claimed that the farm-
ers’ insurance money was 
released only after pressure 
from the farmers and con-
tinuous follow-up by Chief 
Minister Naveen Patnaik. 
BJD Rajya Sabha MP Sasmit 
Patra said, “Union Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan met 
and submitted a letter to 
Union Agriculture Minis-

ter Narendra Singh Tomar 
over Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojana instalment. 
The people of Odisha have 
seen the anti-farmer attitude 
of the BJP. Genuine Fasal 
Bima claims of Odisha farm-
ers were not given for a long 
time.”

“Despite regular follow-up 
from Odisha CM Naveen Pat-
naik and Odisha’s Coopera-

tion Minister, the Centre was 
holding up the Fasal Bima 
instalments of the farmers”, 
alleged the BJD MP. “After 
pressure from farmers and 
continuous follow-up by 
Odisha CM, now the Centre 
released the Fasal Bima. The 
BJP has seen the wrath of the 
farmers after the Fasal Bima 
instalments were stopped in 
Odisha,” he added.

The portals of the Lord Ayap-
pa temple at Sabrimala in 
Kerala’s Pathanamthitta dis-
trict opened on Wednesday 
for devotees for the annual 
Mandalam-Makaravilakku 
festivals, marking the begin-
ning of the two-month long 
annual pilgrimage season. 
The Chief priest opened the 
sanctum sanctorum of the 
temple priest in the presence 
of the thantri of the temple, 

and lit the lamp at the hill 
shrine on Thursday.

The 41-day Mandala season 
begins today with the start of 
the month of Vrishchikam 
of Malayalam calendar and 
will end on 27 December. 
Live booking facilities have 
been set up for the devotees, 
who could not book their 
darshan slots. K. Jayaraman 
Namboothiri took charge as 
Sabarimala’s chief priest, and 
Hariharan Namboothiri took 
over charge as chief priest of 
the Malikappuram temple.

Two days after Karnataka 
BJP MP Pratap Simha 
threatened to bulldoze 
mosque-like bus shelters 
from city roads, the National 
Highway Authority of India 
(NHAI) has issued a notice 
to the Mysuru City Corpo-
ration and the Karnataka 
Rural Infrastructure Devel-
opment Limited (KRIDL).

In its notice to the civic 
body and KRIDL, the NHAI 
has directed both the civic 
body and KRIDL to ensure 
the removal of the bus shel-
ter constructed on the Kera-
la Border-Kollegala section 
of the National Highway-766 
within a week. 

“The bus stop has been 
constructed even though 
many times our Engineers 
have stopped the work with-
in the national Highway 
Right of way,” the NHAI 
said in the notice.

In this connection it is ad-
vised to remove the struc-
ture constructed to achieve 
“controversial kind of is-
sues” which is not accept-
able and accordingly one 
week time has been given 
to remove the controversial 
structure, it said.

The NHAI further in its 
notice said, “Since it (the 
structure) has developed 
communal issue as per the 
national Highway admin-

istration act this may be 
treated as notice, otherwise 
as per the Highway Admin-
istration Act 2003 action 
will be initiated,” the NHAI 
said.

Bharatiya Janata Party MP 
Pratap Simha had earlier 
sparked a controversy by 
saying, “I’ve seen it on social 
media. The bus stand has 
three domes, a big one in the 
middle and 2 small one be-
side it. That’s a masjid only.”

Ladakh is now on a high 
growth trajectory and be-
coming more developed 
with every passing day. 
Ladakh was established as 
a Union Territory in India 
three years back and since 
then the government has 
taken various initiatives for 
its upliftment, said an official 
source here on Thursday.

NHPC Ltd, a public sec-
tor energy company, which 
runs the 45MW Nimoo Ba-
zgo hydro-electric project on 
the Indus river, wants to put 
up three more hydel proj-
ects in the Union Territory, 
according to an article in the 
Hindu Businessline. 

NHPC’s Group General 
Manager, Bikram Singh, told 
business-line last week that 
the company has pitched 

to the Lieutenant Governor 
(LG) of Ladakh for putting 
up hydro-electric power 
plants at Khalsi (78 MW), 
Takmachik (45 MW) and 
Kanuntsey (60MW).

It is learnt that India’s Min-
istry of Power is backing 
NHPC’s proposal.

Singh said, “The LG of La-
dakh (R K Mathur) wanted 
more details, particularly on 
how the projects will benefit 
Ladakh.”

Singh further said that 
NHPC has explained to the 
LG that the UT would get 13 
per cent of the power pro-
duced by the projects free of 
cost--12 per cent under a de-
volution formula and 1 per 
cent under the ‘local area 
development fund’ scheme.

Ladakh is surplus in elec-
tricity in the summers when 
the rivers roar with ice-melt-
ed waters.
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bJp demands 
probe on death 
aFter being hit bY 
tmc mp’s car 

‘govt to Form panel to check 
unnecessarY c-section deliveries 
in govt hospitals’

BJD hits out at BJP-led Centre over 
farmers’ crop insurance delay

Kerala’s Sabarimala 
Temple opens for annual 
pilgrimage season

Bihar: 10,459 police personnel 
get appointment letters

nhai asks mYsuru citY corporation to 
remove the controversial bus shelter

ladakh high on growth 
path with three new hYdel 
proJects on anvil

The Congress on Thursday 
launched an attack against 
Karnataka Chief Minister 
Basavaraj Bommai alleging 
that he was directly involved 
in electoral fraud that has 
come to light in Bengaluru. 

“Shocking expose reveals 
that those in citadels of 
power, including Karnataka 
CM Basavaraj Bommai, are 
responsible for theft of vot-
ers data, fraud and imper-
sonation,” said Congress 
general secretary Randeep 
Singh Surjewala, while ad-
dressing a press conference 
in Bengaluru on Thursday. 

Surjewala demanded a high-
level probe in the matter and 
claimed a private agency 
named “Chilume” was au-
thorised by the Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike 
(BBMP) - the urban local 
body of Bengaluru, to carry 
out a door-to-door survey of 
voters in the city. 

He claimed that the agency 
collected their personal de-
tails, a breach of privacy, and 
a fraud played up on Benga-
lurians.

“CM Bommai, his officials, 
govt officers, BBMP people 
and State Election author-
ity are partners in crime in 
trampling democracy,” he 
alleged.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar and his deputy Te-
jashwi Yadav on Wednesday 
distributed appointment let-
ters to newly appointed Police 
personnel.

The CM said that a total 
of 10,459 appointment let-
ters were given during a 
programme organised by 

the state Home Department. 
Among the new recruits are 
3,852 women who got the ap-
pointment letters. “Attended 
the appointment letter distri-
bution ceremony of newly ap-
pointed 10,459 police officers/
personnel by the Home De-
partment. Of these newly re-
cruited 10,459 police officers/
personnel, 3,852 are women, 
which is 36.8 per cent of the 
newly recruited police force 

today. My best wishes to 
them,” Nitish Kumar tweeted.

“I believe that the newly 
appointed police officers/
personnel will follow the oath 
taken and will discharge their 
duties with full devotion and 
honesty. Instructed to get the 
work of restoration and train-
ing done in a timely manner 
so that the rule of law is 
maintained in Bihar, this is 
our wish,” he tweeted.



In an attempt to settle in-
ternational trade in INR 
for export promotion 

schemes, the Indian gov-
ernment has made certain 
amendments in the for-
eign trade policy. On 11 July 
2022, the RBI in a Circular 
(RBI/2022-2023/90 A.P. 
(DIR Series) Circular No.10), 
proclaimed a framework for 
cross border trade transac-
tions in INR under Foreign 
Exchange Management Act, 
1999 (FEMA) consisting of (a) 
Exports and Imports are to 
be denominated and invoiced 
in Rupee (INR); (b) Market 
determined exchange rate 
between the currencies of 
the two trading partner 
countries; (c) for settlement 
of trade transactions with any 
country, authorized dealer 
(AD) banks in India may 
open Special Rupee Vostro 
Accounts of correspondent 
bank/s of the partner trading 
country. Settlement in Vostro 
account for the importers 
will be done as importers 
shall make payment in INR 
which shall be credited into 
the Special Vostro account of 
the correspondent bank of 
the partner country, against 
the invoices for the supply of 
goods or services from the 
overseas seller /supplier. 
On the other hand, export-
ers shall be paid the export 
proceeds in INR from the 
balances in the designated 
Special Vostro account of 

the correspondent bank of 
the partner country. These 
measures have been justified 
due to the increase in interest 
in internationalization of In-
dian Rupee (INR), to promote 
growth of global trade with 
emphasis on exports from 
India and to support the 
increasing interest of global 
trading community in INR.

At present, the industry is 
optimistic of initiating full-
fledged rupee trade with Rus-
sia, for which UCO bank is 
working on guidelines for 
putting in place the rupee 
trade mechanism. Inter-
estingly, during 2015 after 
the imposition of sanctions 
on Iran due to its nuclear 
programme, UCO Bank 
was designated by the GoI 
as the payment bank for 
Iranian oil. UCO bank was 
selected as it did not have a 
foreign branch unlike many 
other banks. Signed in 2015 
by Iran and several world 
powers, including the United 
States, the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (JCPOA) 
put considerable restrictions 
on Iran’s nuclear program in 
exchange for sanctions relief.

This rupee-ruble or such 
bilateral trade mechanism 
between Russia and India 
will be highly important as 
India’s bilateral trade with 
Russia between April and 
August 2022 climbed sharply 
to a record high $18.2 billion. 
As a trading partner also 

Russia’s position with India 
has enhanced at the seventh 
position compared to its 25th 
position last year, primar-
ily driven by a surge in the 
import of oil and fertilizers 
as an aftermath of the war 
in Ukraine. For instance, in 
2022 so far, fuel and fertil-
izers- these two items have 
constituted over 91 per cent 
bilateral trade between India 
and Russia. India also relies 
heavily on Russia for refined 
products. Russian oil is also 
relatively cheaper and of 
better quality unlike coun-
tries like Venezuela, as well 
as provided huge discounts 
to other countries includ-
ing India during the period 
of sanctions imposed by US 
and other countries in Russia. 

The two Tables in this ar-
ticle sourced from the Minis-
try of Commerce & Industry, 
GoI, show the imports of pe-
troleum products as well as 
petroleum crude from Russia 
during April-August 2022, 

that compares the current 
years’ (2nd column) value 
with the previous years’ (3rd 
column) value, and it can be 
observed that from May-June 
2022, the import from Russia 
of petroleum products and oil 
have increased substantially. 
The cumulative YOY growth 
has also shown a remarkable 
increase from last year.

Such bilateral based trans-
actions settlement will be a 
prudent strategy provided 
the importance of the con-
cerned trading partner and 
a careful assessment of a cost-
benefit analysis with similar 
other trading partners (close 
substitutes). On the issue of 
whether India would be able 
to exploit benefits of rupee 
internalization further ex-
perimentation would be 
required and possibly a 
straightforward answer does 
not exist since such benefits 
would depend on country-
specific characteristics. For 
instance, an Asian Develop-

ment Bank Institute (ADBI) 
working paper titled as “The 
Benefits and Costs of Ren-
minbi Internationalization” 
(ADBI Working Paper 481; 
Zhang, L., and K. Tao. 2014) 
found that in terms of the 
Chinese currency renminbi, 
one-unit rise in currency in-
ternationalisation is likely to 
increase the development of 
the financial market by 0.2 
percentage points in terms 
of private credit and 0.7 
percentage points in terms 
of stock market total value. 
One apparent benefit is the 
reduction in transaction 
costs, by reducing the ex-
change risks of global trade 
and investment.

However, given the differ-
ences between the economy 
of China and India, and given 
potential risk factors, it will 
be better for India to adopt a 
gradualist approach. An RBI 
Staff Studies in April, 2010, 
titled as “Internationalisation 
of currency: The Case of the 
Indian Rupee and Chinese 
Renminbi” has highlighted 
that unlike China, that nor-
mally runs a current account 
surplus, India generally runs 
a trade and current account 
deficits. Though, at the cur-
rent juncture China is also 
facing many challenges due 
to its property issue and zero-
covid policy, India has faced a 
downside in its external bal-
ances/current accounts in 
October 2022, as its export 
has declined 16.5% to $29.8 
billion whereas imports has 
increased 5.8% to $56.7 bil-
lion resulting in a trade deficit 
of $26.9 billion (this was $17.9 
billion in the last year). A con-
cerning factor is that fewer 
countries like Netherlands, 
Brazil, and Singapore have 
shown export growth for the 
Indian market among the 
top ten destination during 
this month. Further, while 
electronic goods export has 
shown positive trend thanks 
to the thrust in domestic 
manufacturing, certain ma-
jor exportable like gems and 
jewellery, engineering goods, 
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, 
and readymade garments 

have experienced a dip. On 
the import side, barring ma-
chinery and non-ferrous met-
als, petroleum and fertilizers 
have seen major growth with 
Russia emerging as a major 
source whereas the share of 
US, China and Australia have 
shown decline among the top 
ten major import sources for 
India. Another challenge that 
cannot be ignored is the vola-
tility of the FII investments, 
for instance, while in October 
22, FPIs bought shares worth 
nearly Rs 8,430 crore ($1 bil-
lion) against net selling of Rs 
13,405 crore ($1.6 billion) in 
September 22. However, 
given that inflation is still 
globally a major challenge, 
Fed rate hike will continue 
albeit maybe in a moderate 
pace given the recently soft-
ened stance of the inflation-
ary trend in US. Therefore, 
possible FII withdrawal from 
the Indian market in future 
cannot be ruled out.

In a nutshell, it can be ar-
gued that the recent gradu-
alist approach for rupee in-
ternalization in a strategic 
manner is a reasonable ap-
proach while keeping in mind 
that Russia is a large strategic 
trading partner for India es-
pecially for petroleum prod-
ucts and crude oil. Further, 
Russian discounts on oil dur-
ing the post-sanction period 
went up to $35/barrel. India 
needs to weigh strategically 
globally major oil suppliers 
like Russia, Iraq, Saudi Ara-
bia, Venezuela among others 
parameterizing based on ac-
commodation in line with its 
five-point agenda of being 
self-reliant in the energy 
sector. If India can view this 
as an opportunity of buying 
discounted oil from Russia 
at concessional terms, it can 
serve the purpose of saving 
the forex reserves that has 
come under pressure recently 
due to weakening rupee.
Vipin Malik is Chairman and 
Mentor, Infomerics Ratings; 
Sankhanath Bandyopadhyay is 
Economist, Infomerics Ratings; 
Athar Imam Raza is Officer 
Economic Analysis, Infomerics 
Ratings.

Rupee going global needs 
cautious monitoring
There is no straightforward answer to whether India would be able to exploit benefits of 
rupee internationalisation, as such benefits depend on country-specific characteristics.

LIVE-IN RELATIONSHIP

PRUDENT STEP

The most heinous and gruesome murder of Shrad-
dha Walkar allegedly by her live-in partner Aaftab 
Amin Poonawala has sent shock waves through-
out the country. The manner in which the accused 
chopped off the deceased’s body in 35 pieces before 
dumping them in the forest area near Mehrauli re-
flects both the cruelty and barbaric nature of the 
crime. Aaftab is in police custody and is being in-
terrogated by detectives, who would have to work 
overtime to connect all the dots, if they have to se-
cure conviction when the trial begins following the 
completion of investigations and filing of the charge-
sheet. Therefore, it is from this early stage itself that 
the Commissioner of Police should entrust some of 
the more experienced senior officers to monitor the 
probe and ensure that all loose ends are properly 
tied up. The suspect has been making inconsistent 
statements and is repeatedly trying to mislead the 
interrogators. On its part, the police have been en-
gaged in Nishaan Dehi (re-enactment of the act and 
how the body parts were disposed) by taking Aaftab 
to various spots in the jungle. The challenge is to 
somehow dig out evidence, which would establish 
the direct link of the accused with the murder, as it 
may be a case difficult to prove, if the body and the 
murder weapon is not found. The emphasis has to 
be on scientific evidence in which the Forensics can 
play a major part. In the activity which may have 
stretched to nearly a month when the body parts 
were disposed in the middle of the night, the sus-
pect may have left behind certain clues. Thus, the 
forensics while examining the murder scene and 
the fridge where the parts were stored, are likely 
to come across traces of the deceased’s hair, flesh 
or other such evidences. Another challenge would 
be to correctly conclude if the crime was on grave 
provocation or was pre-mediated. The investiga-
tion that follows must supplement the hypothesis. 
Presuming the murder took place in the heat of the 
moment, the disposal involved a lot planning and 
execution. It is extremely difficult for a single person 
to carry out the act without faltering at some stage or 
the other. TV channels are talking about the Narco-
analysis test, which could help, but cannot establish 
the guilt conclusively in a court of law. In the Arushi 
Talwar case, her parents and the compounder were 
subjected to this test, but to no avail. The CBI at that 
time had also subjected some of the suspects to this 
test without following proper procedures. Even 
during the Nithari killings of children and women, 
the two accused Mohinder Singh Pandher and his 
assistant Surinder Koli were put through such an 
examination. And later the 26/11 accused Ajmal 
Kasab made certain disclosures after undergoing 
this test. In this instance, Aaftab has to be properly 
questioned and confronted and the entire probe 
must be closely overseen by crime detection veter-
ans. The trial should not result in his acquittal, but 
conviction. The case has made headlines all over and 
is not going to be easily forgotten; the media would 
not take the focus of this brutal crime. Although this 
case has made many old timers refer to the sensa-
tional Tandoor Murder case of 1995, yet the barbaric 
dimension is extremely disturbing. The ball is in the 
court of the police who have to acquit themselves 
with some first rate investigation.

PANKAJ VOHRA

PERSPECTIVE
BRUTAL CRIME

SHRADDHA MURDER 
PROBE SHOULD 
BE METICULOUSLY 
MONITORED

Recently, the Supreme Court 
of India passed a judgment 
where an unmarried lady was 
granted abortion rights under 
The Medical Termination of 
Pregnancy Act, 2021. But the 
question which arises here, in 
this case, was why an unmar-
ried lady has to approach the 
highest court of our country for 
granting her the abortion right 
when the law of our country 
itself speaks about the abortion 
rights of an unmarried lady un-
der the MTP Act, 2021. Actu-
ally, in this case, the petitioner 
was in a live-in relationship 
with a person for a long time. 

It was when the petitioner 
conceived the person denied 
her marriage. The petitioner 
was well aware of societal 
norms and taboos related to 
unmarried mothers, so she 
decided to terminate her preg-
nancy as its continuance would 
create mental anguish for her. 
She approached the Delhi High 
Court under Section 3(2)(b) of 
the Medical Termination of 
Pregnancy (MTP) Act, 1971, 
and Rule 3B(c) of the Medical 
Termination of Pregnancy 
(MTP) Rules, 2003 to terminate 
her ongoing 22-week pregnan-
cy through registered medical 
practitioners at any approved 
private or government center 
or Hospital before 15.07.2022 
as her relief will be infructuous 
after that as the pregnancy will 
be of around 24 weeks because 
as per the recent amendment 
done in the MTP Act, 2021 
unmarried lady were allowed 
to terminate her pregnancy 
till 20 weeks of gestation if the 

pregnancy occurs as a result 
of the failure of any device or 
method used by any woman or 
her partner to limit the number 
of children or prevent pregnan-
cy, the anguish caused by such 
pregnancy may be presumed to 
constitute a grave injury to the 
mental health of the pregnant 
woman and for a rape victim, 
the maximum limit for ter-
mination of pregnancy is 24 
weeks. But Delhi High Court 
refused to grant her the relief 
on the ground that an unmar-
ried woman whose pregnancy 
arises out of a consensual rela-
tionship, is not covered by any 
of the Clauses under the Medi-
cal Termination of Pregnancy 
Rules, 2003. Therefore, Section 
3(2)(b) of the Act does not ap-
ply to the facts of this case. Now 
for this, we have to know about 
Section 3(2)(b) along with Rule 
3B of MTP Rules, 2021. Section 
3(2)(b) of the MTP Act, 2021 
states that where the length of 
the pregnancy exceeds twenty 

weeks, but does not exceed 24 
weeks in case of such category 
of woman as may be prescribed 
by rules made under this Act 
if not less than two registered 
medical practitioners are. Rule 
3B of MTP Rules, 2003 (as 
amended on 12 October 2021) 
speaks about Women eligible 
for termination of pregnancy 
up to 24 weeks. The following 
categories of women shall be 
considered eligible for termina-
tion of pregnancy under clause 
(b) of subsection (2) Section 3 
of the Act, for a period of up to 
twenty-four weeks, namely: (a) 
survivors of sexual assault or 
rape or incest; (b) minors;  (c) 
change of marital status dur-
ing the ongoing pregnancy 
(widowhood and divorce); 
(d) women with physical dis-
abilities [major disability as per 
criteria laid down under the 
Rights of Persons with Disabili-
ties Act, 2016 (49 of 2016)]; (e) 
mentally ill women including 
mental retardation; (f) the foetal 

malformation that has substan-
tial risk of being incompatible 
with life or if the child is born it 
may suffer from such physical 
or mental abnormalities to be 
seriously handicapped; and 
(g) women with pregnancy 
in humanitarian settings or 
disaster or emergency situa-
tions as may be declared by 
the Government.” Here in 
this rule, nothing has been 
mentioned about the women 
who are live-in-relationship. 
That is the failure of the legis-
lature to put the provisions of 
live-in-relationship here in Rule 
3B. Here the Delhi High Court 
while rejecting the petition fails 
to consider that whenever there 
is a conflict of law between the 
parent act and its rules it’s the 
parent act that will prevail. Rule 
3B should be interpreted along 
with Section 3 of the MTP Act, 
2021.

Even in numerous judgments 
like in S.P.S. Balasubraman-
yam v. Suruttayan, 1994 AIR 

133, 1994 SCC (1) 460, Payal 
Sharma v. Nari Niketan, AIR 
2001 All 254 and Indra Sarma 
v. V.K.V. Sarma, (2013) 15 SCC 
755 the honorable Supreme 
Court has accepted the live-
in-relationship as legal and 
the same has been amended 
in Section  3(2) Explanation 1 
of MTP Act, 2021 which states 
that For clause (a), where any 
pregnancy occurs as a result 
of the failure of any device or 
method used by any woman or 
her partner to limit the number 
of children or prevent pregnan-
cy, the anguish caused by such 
pregnancy may be presumed to 
constitute a grave injury to the 
mental health of the pregnant 
woman. 

Another important point for 
discussion here is that the term 
“anguish” which has been used 
in the Medical Termination of 
Pregnancy Act, of 2021 needs 
an elaborative discussion. For 
now, only there are two con-
ditions where the pregnancy 

can cause anguish to the lady 
which have been mentioned in 
Explanation 1 and Explanation 
2  of Section 3(2) of the MTP Act, 
2021. The explanation given in 
Sec. 3 only speaks about grave 
injury to the mental health of 
the pregnant woman only 
when pregnancy was caused 
due to rape or due to failure of 
any contraceptive methods 
used to limit the number of chil-
dren. It seems that the phrase 
does not give any broader defi-
nition. On the other hand, Bel-
gian law gives right to women 
for an abortion when they feel 
“distressed” due to their preg-
nancy. Now, what is “distress” 
here?  As per Belgian Abortion 
law, “distress” will cover all situ-
ations when women will not 
be ready for giving birth to a 
child. The MTP Act failed to 
consider the grave injury which 
can cause to women due to the 
continuation of forced preg-
nancy as it is not considered 
under this Act. The MTP Act 

of India is doctor centric. The 
World Health Organization be-
lieves that countries who per-
mit abortion on the grounds of 
health should interpret health 
according to the definition giv-
en by “The WHO” i.e. “a state 
of complete physical, mental 
and social well-being and not 
merely the absence of disease 
or infirmity.” Now if we follow 
this definition then, in that case, 
abortion should be allowed 
both in physical and mental 
discomfort but the maker of 
the abortion law of India fails 
to understand the definition of 
health while incorporating the 
conditions for abortion. This is 
the reality of the abortion law 
in India; even though we have 
the law, we can’t avail this law 
because of our biased system 
which gives the right to married 
women and not to unmarried 
women even after amendment.
The author is HOD, Faculty of 
Law, ICFAI University, Raipur 
Chhattisgarh.

In reality, an unmarried lady has no abortion rights in India

opinion
VIPIN MALIK, SANKHANATH 
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The Karnataka High 
Court in the case 
Sunita w/o Bharat 

Kumar Aitawade & Anr v 
Malikjan s/o Bhaskar San-
nakki observed and has 
quashed the proceedings 
initiated against two former 
directors of a company un-
der Section 138 of the Nego-
tiable Instruments Act, 1881 
wherein it was claimed by 
the complainant that when 
he invested the money in the 
company, they were direc-
tors.

The single judge bench 
comprising of  Justice 
Hemant Chandangoudar 
observed and has allowed 
the petition filed by Sunita 
and Vidya and quashed 
the proceedings pending 
against them.

In the present case, a pri-
vate complaint was filed 
under Section 200 of the 
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure, 1973 (for short, ‘the 
Act’), wherein it is alleged 
that the cheque, which was 
issued by the Company in 
favor of the complainant, 
when presented for realiza-
tion was dishonored for the 
wants of funds. Thus, the 
Magistrate, after recording 
of the sworn statement of 

the complainant, took the 
cognizance of the offence 
punishable under Section 
138 of the Act and issued 
summons to the accused.

It was contended by the 
petitioners that the peti-
tioners ceased to be the 
Directors of the Company 
with effect from 22.03.2017, 
which is evident from Form 
No.DIR-12. Further, it was 
submitted by him that the 
registration of the complaint 
against the petitioners-
accused Nos.5 and 6 is not 
sustainable in law.

However, it was contended 
by the complainant that the 

petitioner or accused were 
directors on the date when 
the complainant invested 
the money with the petition-
er or accused company and 
cheque which was issued 
by the company was for re-
paying of amount invested 
by the respondent or com-
plaint and hence Magistrate 
has rightly taken cognizance 
and same does not warrant 
any interference

Court Findings:
It has been stated by the 

bench that on 01.08.2019, 
the cheque was issued. The 
petitioners who being the 
Directors of the Company, 

ceased to be the Directors 
of the Company with effect 
from 22.03.2017, which be-
ing evident from the Form 
No.DIR-12, which is being 
issued by Registrar of the 
Companies and the same 
has remained uncontro-
verted.

Accordingly, the bench 
held that it implies that the 
petitioners ceased to be the 
Directors of the Companies 
as on the date of issuance of 
the cheque. Against the peti-
tioners, the registration of the 
complaint for the offence is 
punishable under Section 138 
of the Act is not sustainable.

IN COURT

KARNATAKA HC: COMPLAINANT CAN’T 
SEEK TO PROSECUTE COMPANY’S 
FORMER DIRECTORS FOR CHEQUE 
ISSUED TO REPAY AMOUNT INVESTED 
WHEN THEY HELD OFFICE | NI ACT
TDG NETWORK 

The Karnataka High Court 
in the case Umadevi Muru-
gesh & Anr versus State of 
Karnataka observed and 
has granted anticipatory 
bail to the wife and child of 
a practising advocate, who 
is accused for sending fake 
orders to his client.
The Single judge bench 

comprising of Justice Ra-
jendra Badamikar observed 
and has allowed the plea 
filed by the woman and her 
son.
The court stated and has 

directed the petitioners/
accused Nos.2 and 3 to be 
enlarged on bail in event 
of their arrest, in Crime 
No.44/2022 of Vidhana 
Soudha Police Station, reg-
istered for the offences pun-
ishable under Section 420, 
Section 465,Section 468 of 
Indian Penal Code, 1860 
on each of them executing 
personal bond for a sum of 
Rs.1,00,000 (Rupees One 
Lakhs only) with one surety 
for the like-sum.
Further, it has been alleged 

in the FIR by the complain-
ant that she had filed two 
cases in the high court and 
has engaged the lawyer by 
paying him a sum of Rs 10 
Lakh by way of Demand 
Draft, Cheques and Cash.
Further, the lawyer alleg-

edly sent court orders to her 
through WhatsApp, while 

bearing the seal of the high 
court as well as signature 
of the Registrar. Thus, she 
could not locate the orders 
there, when the complain-
ant checked the website.
On July 4, the present com-

plaint was filed before the 
police. Therefore, it was also 
stated that the lawyer’s wife 
and son had also received 
a certain amount from the 
complainant. 
Court Findings:
The bench while going 

through the records stated 
that there being an allega-
tion in the complaint that the 

amount is also being paid to 
the present petitioners but 
it has not been produced by 
the prosecution any scrap 
of paper for showing that 
any amount was deposited 
to the account of the present 
petitioners.
It has also been noted by the 

court that the petitioners are 
not legal petitioners and the 
allegation made discloses 
that it was only the lawyer 

“who has forged the order of 
the court and sent through 
WhatsApp to the complain-
ant”. Moreover, it has also 
been said that one of the pe-

titioners is the woman and 
the other is a student and 
the offences alleged are not 
exclusively punishable with 
death or life imprisonment, 
and are being triable by the 
learned Magistrate. Further 
the main allegation regard-
ing cheating and forgery is 
against accused No.1.
Further, the court does 

not find any impediment 
for admitting the petition-
ers on bail. Thus, the other 
apprehensions which are 
the learned HCGP can be 
meted by imposing certain 
conditions.

IN COURT

Karnataka High Court: Granted 
Anticipatory bail to wife & son 
of lawyer accused of sending 
fake judicial orders to client
TDG NETWORK 

The National Company 
Law Appellate Tribunal 
(“NCLAT”), in the case 
Chipsan Aviation Private 
Limited v Punj Llyod Avia-
tion Limited, the princi-
pal bench comprising of 
Chairperson, Justice Ashok 
Bhushan and the Technical 
Member, Mr. Barun Mitra 
observed while adjudicat-
ing an appeal filed and has 
held that an advance paid 
towards a service fall with-
in definition of operational 
debt, even if there was no 
privity of contract between 
the Parties.

Facts of the Case:
The Appellant/ Opera-

tional Creditor, Chipsan 
Aviation Pvt. Ltd was en-
gaged in a business with Re-
spondent/Corporate Debtor, 
Punj Llyod Aviation Limited 
for charter services of aero-
planes and helicopter, hired 
on long term basis from 
non-scheduled operators/
owners. The operational 

creditor had advanced an 
amount of Rs.60 lakhs to 
the Corporate Debtor for 
aviation related services on 
28.03.2016. Moreover, the 
Corporate Debtor dis not 
provided the services nor 
the advance amount was 
refunded. Therefore, the ad-
vance payment made by the 
Operational Creditor to the 
Corporate Debtor reflected 
in the Balance Sheets of 
the Corporate Debtor as on 
31.03.2016 under the head 
current liabilities. Since, 
the amount of Rs.60 lakhs 
was continuously shown as 
advance received from the 
customers during financial 
years 2015-2016, 2016-2017 
and 2017-2018.

The Operational Creditor 
issued a Demand Notice 
under Section 8 of the In-
solvency and Bankruptcy 
Code, 2016 (“IBC”) on 
19.09.2019 to the Corporate 
Debtor demanding refund 
of the advance amount. A 
petition was filled by the 
Operational Creditor under 
Section 9 of IBC, seeking 

initiation of Corporate In-
solvency Resolution Process 
(“CIRP”) against the Corpo-
rate Debtor over a default 
of Rs.97,40,055/-, inclusive 
of interest, when no refund 
was received.

However, the Corporate 
Debtor in its Reply to Sec-
tion 9 petition contended 
that there was no privity of 
contract between the Par-
ties and no Operational 
Debt exists under Section 
5(21) of IBC. The contract 
dated 01.04.2016 of the Op-
erational Creditor was with 
M/s Buildarch Aviation. The 
plea filled was bar by limita-
tion as the advance payment 
was made on 28.03.2016 
and the petition was filed af-
ter expiry of the three years.

The plea filled under Sec-
tion 9 was rejected by the 
Adjudicating Authority vide 
an order dated 06.01.2022., 
the bench while holding that 
advance payment made by 
Operational Creditor to the 
Corporate Debtor does not 
fall within the definition of 
an Operational Debt. An ap-

peal before the NCLAT has 
been filled by the Operation-
al Creditor against the order 
dated 06.01.2022.

NCLAT Decision:
It was observed that the 

bench placed reliance on the 
Supreme Court judgment in 
the case Construction Con-
sortium Limited v Hitro 
Energy Solutions Pvt. Ltd, 
wherein it was held that the 
expression ‘in respect of’ in 
Section 5(21) has to be inter-
preted in a broad and pur-
posive manner and advance 
payment for goods and ser-
vices is an Operational Debt.

Further, the bench ob-
served that though there be-
ing no privity of contract be-
tween the Parties, the Bench 
yet opined that the advance 
payment of Rs. 60 lakhs 
were clearly an Operational 
Debt. An error has been 
committed by the Adjudi-
cating Authority in rejecting 
Section 9 petition and thus 
Order dated 06.01.2022 was 
set aside. The bench revived 
the Section 9 petition.

IN COURT

NCLAT DELHI: ADVANCE PAID TOWARDS 
SERVICE IS OPERATIONAL DEBT
TDG NETWORK 

The Top Court postponed 
the hearing in a plea filled 
wherein challenging the 
delimitation exercise 
which is carried out for 
redrawing the Legislative 
Assembly and Lok Sab-
ha constituencies in the 
Union Territory of Jammu 
& Kashmir to November 29, 
the court after hearing the 
submission of the Solicitor 
general of India Tushar 
Mehta who requested for 
some time to file additional 
documents in the matter.
The bench comprising of 
Justice S K Kaul and Justice 
A S Oka observed and has 
ordered that the additional 
documents be filed within 
a week’s time and posted 
the plea for next hearing 
on November 29. Further, 
it was ordered by the court 
to the petitioner for filling 
a brief synopsis of five (5) 
pages limited to the issues 
pertaining to the petition.
However, it has been made 
clear by the court that this 
court will not hear consti-
tutional challenges which 
are relating to the abroga-
tion of Article 370 of the 
Constitution in the plea 
and the constitutional 
bench will hear any argu-
ments regarding that.
Before the court, it has 
been submitted by the 
Solicitor General of India 
Tushar Mehta that he had 
a word with the secretary 
concerned who had dealt 
with the matter and has 
come to the conclusion that 
few additional documents 
needed to be submitted be-
fore the court and therefore 

some time is needed.
The bench observed in the 
last hearing that the peti-
tioners, the two residents 
of Kashmir, had not chal-
lenged in the plea the abro-
gation of Article 370 of the 
Constitution and therefore 
any submissions concern-
ing that would not be al-
lowed. The bench noted 
that that the challenge in 
this plea was limited to the 
exercise which is undertak-
en in respect of the delimi-
tation pursuant to the noti-
fications which is including 
those of 06.03.2020 and 
03.03.2021. Further, it was 
then asked by the top court 
that the respondent to fill 
their counter within a pe-
riod of six (6) weeks.
It has been submitted by 
the counsel appearing for 
the petitioner before the 
court that in the last hear-
ing it was challenge with 

respect to the alteration of 
boundaries and inclusion 
of extended areas which 
could not have been done 
and the same being against 
the very scheme of the 
Constitution of India.
The petition filled prayed 
for declaring that the in-
crease in the number of 
seats from 107 to 114 (in-
cluding 24 seats in PoK) in 
Jammu and Kashmir is ul-
tra vires the constitutional 
provisions such as Article 
81, Article 82, Article 170, 
Article 330 and Article 332 
and the statutory provi-
sions particularly under 
section 63 of the Jammu & 
Kashmir Reorganisation 
Act, 2019.
It has also been submit-
ted in the petition that the 
last Delimitation Commis-
sion that was set up in July 
2002 and the guidelines 
are issued and the method-

ology for the delimitation 
of assembly and the par-
liamentary constituencies 
which clearly stated that 
the total number of exist-
ing seats in the Legislative 
Assemblies of all states, as 
fixed based on the 1971 cen-
sus shall remain unaltered 
till the first census which 
is to be taken after the year 
2026.
Therefore, the plea filled 
challenges the notification 
dated 06.03.2020 which 
essentially constituted 
the delimitation commis-
sion in the UT of J&K and 
states of Assam, Manipur, 
Arunachal Pradesh and 
Nagaland. Further, it is 
challenged in the plea that 
the omission of Assam, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Ma-
nipur and Nagaland from 
the process of delimita-
tion vide notification dated 
03.03.2021.

IN COURT

SC to hear plea on 29 November: 
Petition challenging delimitation 
exercise in Jammu & Kashmir
TDG NETWORK 
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Union Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare 
Minister Narendra 

Singh Tomar has said that 
Haryana is ahead in crop 
production and horticulture, 
it cannot be praised enough. 
Today it is necessary that 
farmers cultivate new crops, 
use technology in produc-
tion and produce quality 
products. It is a matter of 
happiness that the farmers 
of Haryana and the Haryana 
government are walking on 
this path. Tomar was speak-
ing at the inauguration of 
30 Integrated Pack Houses 
across the state at Aterna 
village in Sonipat (Haryana). 
During this, Haryana’s Agri-
culture and Farmers Welfare 
Minister Jayprakash Dalal 
was also present.

In this programme orga-
nized by the Horticulture 
Department of the Haryana 
Government, Union Minister 
Tomar praised the schemes 
being run for the farmers 
in the state. In Haryana, 30 

pack houses are being built 
across the state through 
FPOs. The Haryana gov-
ernment has planned about 
500 pack houses, and not 
just 100 pack houses in 
the state. Setting up of 100 
pack houses will change the 
picture of Haryana, while 
500 pack houses will bring 
revolution in the field of hor-
ticulture in the state. Tomar 
said that the Government of 
India and Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi care about the 
farmers. To help the farmers, 
the Central Government has 
deposited Rs 2,17,000 crore 
in the accounts of crores of 
farmers under the Kisan 
Samman Nidhi. Minimum 
Support Price has been fixed 
for Rabi and Kharif crops, 
which is directly benefiting 
the farmers. Tomar said that 
the Haryana government is 
walking step by step with the 
Central Government and is 
also implementing 100 per-
cent central schemes in the 
state. He also praised the 
Haryana government for 
starting an insurance scheme 

for fruits and vegetables.
Tomar said that Haryana is 

the leading state in agricul-
ture. The farmer here is in a 
good condition. There have 
been innovations in farming 
in the last 7 to 8 years. Efforts 
have been made to develop 
farmers and agriculture. 
The Haryana government 

has helped the farmers by 
purchasing coarse grains. 
He said that the results of 
the new schemes of the 
Central Government and 
the Haryana Government 
have started coming. He 
also praised Haryana Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal and 
Agriculture Minister J.P. Da-

lal regarding progress in the 
agriculture sector.

Central and Haryana gov-
ernment accepted the prima-
cy and priority of agriculture

Tomar said that India is an 
agricultural country. The im-
portance and priority of ag-
riculture has been accepted 
by the Central and Haryana 

Government. History is wit-
ness that the village economy 
has supported in the reces-
sion. The world had stopped 
at the time of Corona. Know-
ing the problems of the farm-
ers, the central government 
bought the crop by setting up 
more purchase centers. That 
year the sowing of the farm-
ers crop was more than the 
previous years. The export of 
agricultural products stood 
at Rs.4.4 lakh crore.

Haryana is the state of 
farmers – no other state 
has as many schemes as the 
Haryana government has 
brought: J.P. Dalal

Haryana’s Agriculture 
Minister  Dalal welcomed 
Union Agriculture Minister  
Tomar on his arrival in Hary-
ana. He said that Haryana is 
a state of farmers. No other 
state has as many schemes 
as the Haryana government 
has brought for the farmers. 
This includes Crop Insur-
ance Scheme, Bhavantar 
Bharpayee Yojana, purchase 
of crops on MSP, proper ar-
rangement of mandis etc. He 

said that under the guidance 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal, pack houses 
have been established in the 
state through FPOs. This will 
benefit the farmers.

Dalal said that today there 
are 11 excellence centers in 
the state, through which 
crores of saplings are being 
prepared and given to the 
farmers. Farmers of Haryana 
are being given the benefit of 
crop insurance scheme. The 
state government has dou-
bled the budget for canals. 
Up to 85 percent subsidy is 
being given in the field of 
irrigation. The Haryana 
government has formed a 
pond authority for the reno-
vation of ponds. Along with 
this, brackish water farm-
ers have been encouraged 
to take up shrimp farming. 
The land on which earlier 
the farmer used to earn 20 
to 30 thousand rupees an-
nually, today 20 to 30 lakh 
rupees are being earned from 
shrimp farming. Shri Dalal 
said that cold stores, pack 

houses are being established 
in the state. The world’s larg-
est vegetable market is being 
set up in Gannaur, which will 
be spread over 5500 acres. It 
will cost Rs 10,000 crore to 
make it. This will provide 
employment to thousands 
of people.

 Dalal said that the day is 
not far when the products 
of the farmers of Haryana 
will go to America and other 
countries. He said that the 
farmer of Haryana is influ-
enced by the policies of Shri 
Modi and Shri Manohar Lal. 
Prosperity of farmers will 
bring prosperity in Hary-
ana. He said that Haryana 
was number one in agricul-
ture, is number one and will 
remain number one.

Additional Chief Secretary, 
Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare Department, Hary-
ana  Sumita Mishra also ad-
dressed.

On this occasion, Sonipat’s 
MP Shri Ramesh Kaushik 
also welcomed and felici-
tated Union Minister Tomar 
on reaching Sonipat.

AGRI ECONOMY

SETTING UP OF PACK HOUSE WILL CHANGE THE 
PICTURE OF HARYANA: MINISTER TOMAR
Union Agriculture Minister Tomar inaugurates 30 integrated pack 
houses across the state from Aterna village of Haryana
TDG NETWORK 

To highlight India’s priori-
ties in G20 Anti-Corruption 
Working Group (ACWG) 
on the eve of the 3rd “No 
Money For Terror” Minis-
terial Conference on Coun-
ter-Terrorism Financing, a 
session was co-chaired by 
Mr. T. Raja Kumar, Presi-
dent, Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF), and Sanjay 
Malhotra, Secretary (Des-
ignate), Department of Rev-
enue (DoR), Ministry of Fi-
nance, Government of India, 
here today.

Violaine Clerc, Executive 
Secretary of FATF, India’s 
Head of Delegation to FATF 
and Additional Secretary, 
DoR, Vivek Aggarwal, as 
well as Chairperson of 
MONEYVAL, delegates 
from other FATF-Styled Re-
gional Bodies (FSRBs), vari-
ous Heads of Delegations of 
FATF member countries 
and heads of Indian Regula-
tory and Law Enforcement 
Agencies participated in the 
session.

The session highlighted 
India’s priorities for ACWG 
during its G20 presidency, 
which has been handed 
over to Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, at Bali, Indo-
nesia. Matters pertaining to 
international cooperation in 
investigation of corruption 
and other economic crimes 
were discussed during the 
event. India’s robust AML/
CFT framework was high-
lighted during the event.

T. Raja Kumar elaborated 
on the aligned priorities 
between Singapore Presi-
dency and India’s Anti-Cor-
ruption Working Group.

While speaking about the 
synergy between the G20 
ACWG priorities and FATF 
mandate, Sanjay Malhotra 
highlighted the need to 

strengthen international 
cooperation on economic 
crimes. He stressed on the 
need to strengthen our sys-
tems to combat new and 
sophisticated forms of eco-
nomic crimes.

Vivek Aggarwal show-
cased India’s robust systems 
to fight money-laundering 
and terror financing. Aggar-
wal explained the important 
features of the whole-of-
government approach to-
wards confiscation of pro-
ceeds of crime. Aggarwal 
also elaborated upon the 
recent multi agency efforts 
to disrupt complex criminal 
networks to launder money 
in India and siphon the pro-
ceeds across the border.

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) shared perspectives 
on the uses of the analytical 

model it uses for applying 
a Risk Based Approach for 
supervision of scheduled 
commercial banks from 
KYC/ Anti Money Launder-
ing perspective. The model 
generates risk scores based 
on KYC/AML data submit-
ted by banks. A specialised 
KYC/AML on-site assess-
ment of select banks, based 
on the findings from their 
offsite assessment, is also 
being carried out by RBI. 
The Risk Based Approach 
will facilitate better risk 
discovery and assessment, 
thereby effectively address-
ing and mitigating money 
laundering and terrorist 
financing risks in the bank-
ing sector.

RBI also shared the initia-
tives it has taken, including 
the Regulatory Sandbox, 

to encourage the FinTech 
sector to develop solutions 
focussed on prevention 
and mitigation of financial 
frauds.

A presentation was also 
made to the delegates ex-
plaining aspects of India’s 
priorities for ACWG dur-
ing its G20 presidency that 
are important from the per-
spective of FATF mandate 
to fight economic crimes. 
The effort during India’s 
presidency will be to pro-
mote better international 
cooperation in sharing of 
information through for-
mal and informal means 
and to have robust systems 
for recovery of stolen assets 
cutting across borders.

An interactive session fol-
lowed the formal presenta-
tions.

ANTI TERROR

No money for terror: 
Ministerial conference on 
counter-terrorism financing

TDG NETWORK 

Matters of international cooperation in investigation 
of corruption and other economic crimes discussed

The G-20 offers the  best 
opportunity for India to 
showcase its culture, his-
tory and tourism potential 
and to position itself as a 
major tourist destination in 
the world. India will be soon 
presiding over the  G20  from  
December  2022  to Novem-
ber 2023. We will host over 
200 meetings across 55 cities 
during this period.  These 
meetings are also proposed 
to be held in several states of 
north east including . Union 
Tourism Minister Shri G 
Kishan Reddy said this dur-
ing his address in the inau-
gural session of 10th ITM 
for the North East Region 
on 17th November 2022 in 
Aizawl today. He further 
added that smong the G20 
member countries, China, 
Mexico, India, South Africa 
and Indonesia are projected 
to expand their tourism in-
dustry post COVID. With 
our presidency we definitely 
can stride ahead of these 4-5 
countries to build the right-
ful place of India’s tourism 
industry in the global arena. 
We must plan to showcase 
our North Eastern Cultural 
Richness while welcoming 
the world to our country. 
This International Tourism 
Mart 2022 will highlight the 
diverse tourist attractions 
and products offered in the 
8 states.

Union Tourism Minis-
ter G Kishan Reddy and 
Chief Minister of Mizoram 
Zoramthanga jointly laid 
the foundation stone of 
Aizawl Convention Center at 
Chite,  PRASHAD Project in 
Mizoram and two Bamboo 
Link Roads during the in-
auguration of the ITM 2022 
at Aizawl today. The Union 
Minister also launched the 
Mizoram Tourism Coffee 
Table Book on this occa-
sion. MoS Tourism Govt of 
Mizoram Robert Romawia 
Royte, Secretary Tourism 
Arvind Singh, Senior eco-

nomic adviser, Ministry 
of Tourism, Gyan Bhusan, 
Manisha Saxena, Principal 
Secretary, Tourism De-
partment, Government of 
Mizoram and other senior 
officials of GoI and Govt. of 
Mizoram also graced the 
event.

During his address G Kis-
han Reddy also informed 
that India will also hold an 
investors’ conclave in 2023 to 
promote global investments 
and MICE tourism into the 
tourism sector. Our focus  
will  be   to  increase  the  glob-
al investments not only in the 
hospitality industry but to 
also promote Theme parks 
and entertainment centres, 
adventure tourism, cruise 
tourism, wellness tourism, 
winter tourism etc.

Reddy further informed 
that the Government of India 
has been providing financial 
assistance to the North-east 
region for overall tourism 
infrastructure development, 
promotion of fairs / festivals, 
tourism-related events in the 
region, publicity campaigns 
etc. The Ministry of Tourism 
has also formed a commit-
tee of active stakeholders in 
NER. “Ministry of Tourism, 
Ministry of DoNER and Min-
istry of Road Transport & 
Highways is developing 100 
view-points in North East 
region. 22 view-points have 
been taken up for develop-
ment at a cost of 49 crores . 
In Mizoram 9 viewpoints 
have been taken up for de-
velopment at the cost of 12.78 
crores. In addition to that 
Ministry of Road Transport 
& Highways is also in the 
process of developing view-
points on their own”, Union 
Minister added.

 Reddy also informed that 
theiMinistry of Defence 
through its Border roads 
organisation is playing a 
crucial role in improving 
road infrastructure in the 
border areas. Border roads 
organisation has taken the 
initiative of providing basic 

amenities to tourists vis-
iting the scenic locations 
by building Border roads 
organisation cafes. Border 
roads organisation cafes are 
being built in 75 locations 
in the first phase. In the NE 
states, BRO cafes are being 
built at 25 locations in the 
states of Arunachal Pradesh, 
Sikkim, Manipur, Nagaland 
and Assam.

Shri Reddy added that 
the Ministry of Tourism is 
emphasising on the devel-
opment and promotion of 
tourism for the North-east-
ern States. Under Swadesh 
Darshan Scheme, the Min-
istry has sanctioned 16 proj-
ects in the North-east region 
of  India for a total amount 
of Rs.1337.63 crore. “Close to 
25% of SWADESH Darshan 
Projects have been sanc-
tioned to North East states. 
Under PRASHAD   Scheme,   
the   Ministry   has sanc-
tioned approximately 200 
crores for various projects 
in the region”, Union Minis-
ter added.

CM Mizoram  Zoramthan-
ga said that from evergreen 
hills, dense bamboo jungles, 
lush green paddy fields 
and the Blue mountains 
Mizoram has unpolluted 
environment and unpol-
luted atmosphere, which 
make the Mizo state one of 
the most beautiful places 
to visit in the north eastern 
region. Mizoram has a great 
tourism potential , he said. 
CM also thanked the Central 
Government for approving 
several projects for devel-
opment of Mizoram includ-
ing bamboo link roads and 
Aizawl bypass.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Secretary Tourism  Arvind 
Singh said that tourism 
sector accounts for a higher 
share of women’s employ-
ment and entrepreneurship 
as compared to the whole 
economy. “Indian tourism in-
dustry contributes to around 
4.7 percent of the country’s 
GDP and provides employ-

ment to around 31.8 million 
of inhabitants. If tourism’s 
contribution is increased to 
10 per cent of GDP in India, 
it can create 26 million new 
jobs. According to World 
Travel and Tourism Council 
(WTTC), an investment of 
Rs.10 lakh can generate 47.5 
jobs as against 12.6 in manu-
facturing”, he added.

Earlier briefing  Media, G 
Kishan Reddy informed that 
INR 58.63 crores have been 
sanctioned under Swadesh 
Darshan scheme for develop-
ment of Thenzawl and South 
Zone and Development of 
eco adventure circuit in the 
state of Mizoram. Under 
PRASHAD scheme of tour-
ism ministry, Ministry has 
approved a project for de-
velopment of amenities for 
pilgrims, congregation area, 
facilitation centre at Aizawl, 
Hangi Lunlen, Tlang- Prayer 
mountain, Khuangchera puk, 
Reiek peak and Khawruhl-
ian. The cost is around Rs. 
45 crores. He also informed 
that a Task Force for Tourism 
promotion  in the North-East 
will be established soon.

Ministry of Tourism, Gov-
ernment of India is organiz-
ing the 10th International 
Tourism Mart (ITM) for the 
North East Region from 17th 
to 19thNovember 2022 in 
Aizawl, Mizoram. Objective 
of ITM 2022 is to highlight 
tourism potential of the 
Northeast region in domes-
tic and international markets. 
The three-day ITM event will 
be attended by North-eastern 
Tourism Ministers, Seniors 
Officials of North-eastern 
states, State Governments, 
and Heads of the Tourism & 
Hospitality Associations.

The International Tour-
ism Marts are organized in 
the North-Eastern States on 
rotation basis. Mizoram is 
hosting this Mart for the first 
time. The earlier editions of 
this mart have been held in 
Guwahati, Tawang, Shillong, 
Gangtok, Agartala, Imphal 
and Kohima

GLOBAL CO-OPERATION

G20  MEETINGS ARE PROPOSED TO BE HELD IN 
SEVERAL STATES OF NORTH EAST INCLUDING 
AIZAWL : UNION TOURISM MINISTER
TDG NETWORK 
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TOP OF THE DAY

IMRAN TO TAKE 
LEGAL ACTION 
AGAINST GEO NEWS
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
chairman and former 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan announced on 
Wednesday that he 
will take legal action 
against Pakistani 
channel “Geo News”, 
its anchor Shahzaib 
Khanzada and Dubai-
based businessman 
Umar Farooq Zahoor 
for levelling baseless 
allegations against him 
for selling an expensive 
wristwatch that he 
bought from Toshakhana, 
ARY News reported. 
This comes a day after 
businessman Umar 
Farooq Zahoor claimed 
that Farah Khan, a close 
friend of Khan’s wife 
Bushra Bibi, met with 
him in Dubai and sold 
him the expensive Graff 
wristwatch, which was 
gifted by the Saudi Crown 
Prince to Imran Khan. 
Taking to Twitter, Imran 
Khan, as quoted by ARY 
News, said, “Enough is 
enough. Yesterday Geo 
and Khanzada supported 
by Handlers slandered 
me through a baseless 
story cooked up by a 
known fraudster and 
internationally wanted 
criminal.” 

BIDEN LAUDS 
REPUBLICANS FOR 
WINNING MAJORITY  
IN U.S. HOUSE 
WASHINGTON: US 
President Joe Biden on 
Wednesday congratulated 
Republicans for winning 
the majority in the House 
of Representatives and 
vowed to cooperate 
with his political rivals 
to deliver results for 
the American people. “I 
congratulate Leader 
(Kevin) McCarthy on 
Republicans winning 
the House majority, and 
am ready to work with 
House Republicans 
to deliver results for 
working families,” Biden 
said in a press release on 
Wednesday. “I will work 
with anyone—Republican 
or Democrat—willing to 
work with me to deliver 
results for them.” Biden 
said the future of the 
US is too promising to 
be trapped in political 
warfare and the American 
people want the US 
government to get things 
done for them. 

HC NIXES PLEA TO 
PICK NEXT PAK 
ARMY CHIEF BASED 
ON SENIORITY 
LAHORE: The Lahore 
High Court dismissed 
a petition seeking the 
appointment of the 
next army chief on 
a “seniority basis”, Geo 
News reported. It is 
pertinent to mention that 
incumbent Chief of Army 
Staff Gen Qamar Javed 
Bajwa’s tenure is set to 
end on November 29 and 
Pakistan’s military will 
get a new Army chief later 
this month. The petition 
submitted by Advocate 
Najma Ahmed prayed 
that the court directs the 
respondents to appoint 
the senior-most person 
as the next army chief. 
The petitioner stated that 
according to rules, the 
prime minister has been 
given the discretionary 
power to make one of the 
five military officials as 
the army chief.

‘READINESS POSTURE’

North Korea fires ballistic missile 
into East Sea, says Seoul’s military

North Korea fired a short-
range ballistic missile 
towards the East Sea on 
Thursday, Yonhap News 
Agency reported citing 
South Korea’s military.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff 
(JCS), South Korean Mili-
tary, said that it has detected 
the launch and it was from 
North Korea’s Wonsan area 
at 10:48 am (local time). The 
military didn’t give further 
details. “While strength-
ening our monitoring and 
vigilance, our military is 
maintaining a full readiness 
posture in close cooperation 
with the United States,” the 
JCS said in a text message 
sent to reporters.

According to Yonhap 
News Agency, the launch 
came shortly after North Ko-
rea’s Foreign Minister Choe 
Son-hui warned that their 
country will take “fiercer” 
military actions if the Unit-
ed States sticks to a move 
to strengthen its “extended 

deterrence” commitment to 
regional allies.

Here, extended deterrence 
refers to America’s pledge 
to use the full range of its 
military capabilities, both 
nuclear and conventional, 
to defend its allies.

US President Joe Biden 
reaffirmed that pledge dur-
ing a trilateral summit with 
South Korean President 
Yoon Suk-Yeol and Japa-
nese Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida on the margins 
of the ASEAN summit in 
Cambodia’s Phnom Penh 
on Sunday. “The two leaders 
(Biden, Kishida) condemned 
these provocative acts and 

as well as the DPRK’s con-
tinued development of its 
unlawful weapons of mass 
destruction and ballistic 
missile programs,” accord-
ing to the White House’s 
readout. During the meet-
ing, Biden reaffirmed the 
US “ironclad” commitment 
to the defence of Japan after 
North Korea’s ballistic mis-
sile tests. Earlier, on Novem-
ber 9, the North fired a short-
range ballistic missile into 
the East Sea. After North 
fired a ballistic missile, the 
Japanese Prime Minister’s 
office said, “North Korea has 
launched a suspected ballis-
tic missile. More updates to 

follow.”
The Joint Chiefs of Staff 

( JCS) said it detected a 
long-range ballistic mis-
sile launch from the Sunan 
area in Pyongyang around 
7:40 am (local time). It fur-
ther announced that the 
two short-range ballistic 
missiles (SRBMs) were 
launched from Kaechon in 
South Pyongan Province at 
around 8:39 a.m (local time).

As per the Yonhap News 
Agency report, the long-
range missile covered a 
distance of around 760 ki-
lometres. The long-range 
missile flew at a top speed 
of Mach 15 and two short-
range ballistic missiles flew 
for around 330 kilometres at 
a maximum height of about 
70 kilometres at a top speed 
of Mach 15, South Korea’s 
Joint Chief of Staff (JCS) 
said. It announced that 
South Korea has strength-
ened their surveillance and 
vigilance while maintaining 
a readiness posture in co-
ordination with the United 
States.
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AFTER MISSILE HIT

Ukraine to support 
Poland on ‘transparent 
and full’ missile probe
Ukraine’s Ambassador to 
the United Nations, Ser-
giy Kyslytsya has said that 
Kyiv supports a “full and 
transparent investigation” 
into the missile that fell in 
Poland. In his address at 
the UN Security Council 
on Wednesday, Sergiy Kys-
lytsya stated that Ukraine 
expresses solidarity with 
Polish people after missiles 
landed in Przewodow vil-
lage of Poland, where two 
people were killed.

“Ukraine expresses its 
solidarity with brotherly 
Polish people following yes-
terday’s tragedy in the vil-
lage of Przewodow, where 
two people were killed by 
missiles,” Sergiy Kyslytsya 
said. “We support a full and 
transparent investigation 
to establish all the facts of 
this tragic incident and we 
are ready to cooperate with 
the Polish side to contrib-

ute to this investigation,” he 
added.

In his statement at the 
UNSC meeting on “Main-
tenance of peace and se-
curity of Ukraine,” Sergiy 
Kyslytsya said that Russia’s 
aggression against Ukraine 
with regular missile attacks 
as one of its key element re-
mains the “only root cause of 
violence and human suffer-
ing in Ukraine.”

Kyslytsya accused Rus-
sia of carrying out “nasty 
attacks” against civilians 
which he stressed is the 

“only kind of revenge” it can 
take for its regular military 
and diplomatic defeats. In 
his address, Kyslytsya said 
that investigators have doc-
umented over 400 Russian 
war crimes and bodies of ci-
vilians and military person-
nel have been found.

The leaders of Poland and 
NATO claimed that the mis-
sile that killed two people 
in Poland on Tuesday was 
likely fired by Ukrainian 
forces. The leaders said that 
the incident seemed to be an 
“accident,” 

Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United Nations, Sergiy Kyslytsya.
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near the US military base 
could be a part of the pattern 
of sub-national surveillance 
and espionage by Chinese 
firms, American Military 
News reported.

Several Chinese firms have 
bought or have begun efforts 
to buy large plots of land near 
key US military bases in re-
cent years. Fufeng Group, 
a China-based company is 
one of the companies which 
purchased 300 acres of farm-
land near Grand Forks, North 
Dakota, a rural area that lies 
about a 90-minute drive from 
the Canadian border. The US-
China Economic and Security 
Review Commission (USCC) 
report, released in May, in 
which it said that the new 
Fufeng Group mill would be 
on a 370-acre plot of land lo-
cated about 12 miles from the 
Grand Forks Air Force Base. 
The land purchase near the 
US military base could be 

“particularly convenient for 
monitoring air traffic flows 
in and out of the base, among 
other security-related con-
cerns,” according to the re-
port. Alarmed after Fufeng 
Group bought the land near 
US Air Force Base, 30 US law-
makers, in a letter to Govern-
ment Accountability Office 
(GAO), requested the agency 
to find out the extent of and 
trends in foreign investment 
in agricultural land. It also 
asked for a review of whether 
current standards for filing ac-
curately capture the origin of 
the investment, Nikkei Asia 
reported. Prior to the Fufeng 
Group’s effort to buy up land 
near Grand Forks Air Force 
Base, another Chinese firm 
had begun efforts to buy up 
around 140,000 acres of land 
located about 70 miles from 
Laughlin Air Force Base. The 
Chinese Firm, Guanghui En-
ergy Company Ltd, wanted 
to build a massive wind farm 
known as the Blue Hills Wind 
Project, reported American 
Military News.

‘ESPIONAGE BID’

CHINESE FIRMS BUYING 
LAND NEAR U.S. MILITARY 
BASES POSES THREAT
TDG NETWORK
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China’s reluctance to accept 
the proposed debt restruc-
turing could deprive Sri 
Lanka of the International 
Monetary Fund’s (IMF) 
USD 2.9 billion credit fa-
cility, said Dr Paikiasothy 
Saravanamuttu, Executive 
Director of the Centre of 
Policy Alternatives (CPA), 
The Island Online reported.

Dr Paikiasothy Saravana-
muttu made the remarks at 
a workshop held in Kandy. 
The staff-level agreement 
will be implemented only 
after the countries that Sri 
Lanka is indebted to agree 
on how the debt needs to be 
restructured. The nations 
that Sri Lanka is indebted 
to are Japan, China, India 
and the European Union. 
Dr Paikiasothy Saravana-
muttu said that the IMF 
expected each creditor to be 
treated equally which Chi-
na is unwilling to accept. 
He stated that China was 

not happy with Sri Lanka’s 
decision to approach the 
IMF and has even offered 
to give more loans to Sri 
Lanka, as per The Island 
Online report.

The CPA Executive Di-
rector said that IMF will 
release USD 2.9 billion by 
January or February 2023 
if China agrees to restruc-
ture debt. However, Sri 
Lanka will have to wait for 
the IMF’s board meeting 
in March 2023 if Beijing 
does not agree to the pro-
posed debt restructuring. 
He stressed that Sri Lanka 
will need USD 850 million 
to pay for essentials during 
this period.Dr Saravana-
muttu said that the people 
of Sri Lanka should not 
blame the politicians for 
the situation in the coun-
try as it is the citizens who 
have placed them there 
and given them the power. 
He stressed that the people 
have a responsibility to see 
that the situation improves 
in Sri Lanka.

CREDIT FACILITY

‘CHINA’S RELUCTANCE 
TO ACCEPT DEBT REJIG 
MAY AFFECT SRI LANKA’
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TENSIONS WITH CHINA

U.S. CONGRESS PANEL CALLS FOR MORE 
FUNDING TO STRENGTHEN TAIWAN

Amid the rising tensions in 
the Taiwan Strait, the US 
Congress advisory commit-
tee has called for additional 
multi-year defence funding 
and other mechanisms to bol-
ster Taiwan’s security against 
China’s aggression. The devel-
opment comes at a time when 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
ordered the military to train in 
preparation for a “real war sce-
nario,” Geo-Politik reported

The US Congress advisory 
committee called for estab-
lishing an executive branch 
panel to prepare for eco-
nomic sanctions which could 
be imposed against China in 
response to its military ac-
tion against Taiwan. Notably, 
tensions between China and 
Taiwan have escalated after 
US House of Representatives 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit. 
China considers Taiwan as 
part of its territory. In its an-
nual report on November 15, 
the US-China Economic and 
Security Review Commission 

(USCC), said that the measures 
would be necessary to deter an 
offensive by the Chinese Com-
munist Party (CCP), as per the 
Geo-Politik report. The recom-
mendation calls for creating a 
joint planning mechanism and 
increasing Taiwan’s defence 
spending to make sure that 
the island is arming itself to 
the best of its ability.

In the report, the US-China 
Economic and Security Re-
view Commission (USCC) 
said that China intends to 
isolate Taiwan from the rest 
of the world through diplo-
matic, economic and military 
coercion. According to the 
Geo-Politik report, China aims 
to force Taiwan into accepting 
CCP’s rule through any means.

In the report, the US-China 
Economic and Security Re-
view Commission suggested 
that the United States and 
Taiwan would need to bolster 
their cooperation to ensure 
their victory in case of conflict 
with China. As per the Geo-
Politik report, China is also 
taking lessons from Russia’s 
war in Ukraine to achieve their 
goal of unification of Taiwan 
with the mainland.

According to the USCC’s 
annual report, “Russia’s war 
against Ukraine has galvan-
ised the international commu-
nity and heightened concerns 
over a potential Chinese inva-
sion of Taiwan.” The report 
includes China’s increasing 
capabilities, more aggressive 
activities toward Taiwan and 
the need for an expedited 
American response.

The US-China Economic and 
Security Review Commission 
member Randy Schriver said, 
“While not addressing a spe-
cific timeline for a potential 
Chinese invasion attempt, the 
report certainly underscores 
the need for urgent.”
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Joe Biden

As China is increasing 
its military activities 
near Taiwan in line 

with its stated goal of reinte-
grating it with the mainland, 
Taipei also started taking 
concrete steps to defend and 
train itself in preparation 
for a “real war scenario,” 
The Singapore Post reported.  
Understanding China’s real 
intentions, Taipei has start-
ed its military preparations. 
Earlier, on Sunday, Taiwan-
ese President Tsai Ing-wen 
warned Beijing that the is-
land belongs to its people and 
that Taiwan’s existence was a 
provocation to no one.

   Taiwan had shifted its 
purchases of large military 
platforms and systems, like 
fighter jets and naval vessels, 
to smaller lethal anti-ship 
and surface-to-air-missiles, 
reported The Singapore Post 
citing local media. Like Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
called its military to focus 
on preparing for war, the 

Taiwanese leader also said 
that she had not “surren-
dered” to Xi’s “one country, 
two systems” proposal for 
autonomy under Chinese 
sovereignty and that her mis-
sion in life was to ensure the 
island continued to belong 
to its people.  Meanwhile, 
on November 8, the Chinese 
President said that Beijing 
will strengthen military 
training and prepare for any 
war as the nation’s “security 
is increasingly unstable and 
uncertain.    The Chinese 
President made the declara-
tion during a visit to the joint 

operations command center 
of the Central Military Com-
mission in Beijing, reported 
Sky News Australia. China 
will now comprehensively 
strengthen its military train-
ing and preparation for any 
war, Xi said, according to 
state broadcaster CCTV.  
China considers Taiwan a 
part of its territory, despite 
the island being a de facto 
nation-state with its own 
democratically elected gov-
ernment, military, and cur-
rency. Beijing has threatened 
military force to bring the is-
land under its fold, according 

to The Singapore Post.
   The US Under Secretary of 

Defense for Policy Colin Kahl 
said an attack on the island’s 
democracy could come any-
time. “I don’t think they’re 
likely to invade Taiwan in 
the next couple of years. But 
you never know,” he said on 
4th November; “Xi has cer-
tainly given his military the 
charge to have that capabil-
ity by the end of this decade 
and probably by 2027.” 
Known as the porcupine 
strategy, Taiwan’s shift takes 
advantage of China’s main 

weakness, moving soldiers 
by ship and plane across 
110 miles of water called the 
“Taiwan Strait”. Taipei has 
an asymmetric advantage 
as the missiles are required 
to hit Chinese aircraft and 
ships with much more ease 
than their targets.  Taiwan is 
now purchasing drones from 
the United States and the ef-
fectiveness of this weapon 
is proved in the Russia-
Ukraine war. Even after buy-
ing it from the US, Taiwan is 
still trying to develop their 
own indigenous industry in 

case the PLA navy succeeds 
in blockading the island. 
Taiwan’s ability to use the 
internet to inform the world 
about an ongoing attack will 
also be essential to garnering 
global public support. Sup-
pose China attempts to cut 
Taiwan’s access to the inter-
net, for example, by severing 
underwater cables. In that 
case, Taipei’s two-month-old 
Ministry for Digital Affairs is 
developing a backup service 
that does not rely on foreign 
governments or corpora-
tions. The Ministry plans to 

connect 5G mobile towers 
to 700 satellite receivers in 
mid- or low-earth orbit.  In 
the China-Taiwan conflict, 
Japan and US are most likely 
to take Taipei’s side. China’s 
ambitious goal of expand-
ing its regime posed threat 
to both countries than Rus-
sia’s because the country’s 
economic power is about ten 
times greater, The Singapore 
Post reported.   Allowing 
China to take Taiwan would 
also make Japan’s southern-
most islands vulnerable and 
break the first-island chain 
that contains China’s navy. 
President Joe Biden has in-
creased the level of commit-
ment to Taiwan by saying, 
on four occasions, that the 
United States would defend 
Taiwan with military force. 
This has not changed US 
policy on Taiwan because it 
was always, arguably, to pro-
tect the country. But Taiwan 
cannot rely entirely on US 
intervention. In addition to 
missiles, Taiwan prioritizes 
armed drone production and 
cyber defence. 

AMID RISING TENSIONS

‘TAIWAN GETTING READY FOR WAR WITH CHINA’
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CHINA, LIKE RUSSIAN INVASION OF UKRAINE’
WASHINGTON: An attack on Taiwan would be a ‘strategic mistake’ for China, Chairman 
of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen Mark Milley said on Wednesday, as the strategic rivalry 
continues to intensify between the two largest economies in the world. “Attacking and sieging 
Taiwan across the strait is a difficult task to do. Most of Taiwan is a mountainous island. It’s 
a very difficult military objective....The Chinese would be at high risk and it will be an unwise 
geopolitical mistake and a strategic mistake similar to what Putin has made in Ukraine,” Gen 
Milley said during a press briefing. Milley said there are lessons to be learnt from the conflict 
in Ukraine when it comes to the situation in Taiwan and helping the island prepare to defend 
itself. Terming China as a pacing threat, the top US general said Beijing has advanced its 
objective to become the number one power by mid-century. During a press conference, Milley 
said the continued superiority of the US military to China’s helps to deter great power conflict 
between the two nations. “Right now, the United States military is, without question, despite 
whatever criticisms people have, the most lethal warfighting machine on Earth, bar none.” 
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TARGETED U.S. FIRMS ON NATIONAL DAY

A court in the US city of Cin-
cinnati sentenced the first 
Chinese intelligence officer to 
be extradited to the country 
to 20 years in prison for con-
spiring to steal trade secrets 
from aviation companies, the 
Justice Department said on 
Wednesday.

Yanjun Xu, 42, targeted 
American aviation compa-
nies, recruited employees to 
travel to China, and solicited 
their proprietary informa-
tion, all on behalf of the gov-
ernment of the People’s Re-
public of China (PRC). “This 
case sends a clear message: 
we will hold accountable any-
one attempting to steal Amer-
ican trade secrets,” US Attor-
ney Kenneth Parker said in a 
statement. “Xu conspired to 
steal American science and 
technology. Thanks to the 
diligent work of the FBI, GE 
Aviation, and our trial team, 
he’ll spend decades in federal 
prison.”

On November 5, a federal 
jury convicted Xu on counts 
of conspiracy to commit eco-
nomic espionage, conspiracy 
to commit trade secret theft, 
attempted economic espio-

nage and attempted trade se-
cret theft.

Xu was a career intelli-
gence officer, beginning in 
2003 and rising to the rank 
of deputy division director at 
the Chinese Ministry of State 
Security (MSS), the intelli-
gence and security agency for 
China.

According to court docu-
ments and trial testimony, 
beginning in at least Decem-
ber 2013, Xu targeted spe-
cific companies in the United 
States and abroad that are 
recognized as leaders in the 
field of aviation.

Xu used aliases, front com-
panies and universities to 
deceive aviation employees 
and solicit information. He 
identified individuals who 
worked for the companies 
and recruited them to travel 
to China, often initially under 
the guise that they were trav-
eling to give a presentation at 
a university. Xu and others 
paid the individuals stipends 
on top of covering travel costs.

“The scheme was executed 
with full coordination be-
tween the MSS and China’s 
aviation entities. Xu worked 
with others in the MSS to 
hack or copy computers in 
hotel rooms while the avia-

tion employees - his “guests” 
- were taken to dinner by the 
MSS,” the US Justice Depart-
ment said in a statement.

Xu also openly talked about 
efforts to obtain U.S. military 
information in addition to 
commercial aviation trade se-
crets, it added.

According to the Justice 
Department, Xu attempted to 
steal technology related to GE 
Aviation’s exclusive compos-
ite aircraft engine fan module 
- which no other company in 
the world has been able to du-
plicate - to benefit the Chinese 
state.

“As proven at trial, the de-
fendant, a Chinese govern-
ment intelligence officer, used 
a range of techniques to at-
tempt to steal technology and 
proprietary information from 
companies based in both the 
U.S. and abroad,” said Attor-
ney General Merrick B. Gar-
land.

“Today’s sentence dem-
onstrates the seriousness of 
those crimes and the Justice 
Department’s determination 
to investigate and prosecute 
efforts by the Chinese govern-
ment, or any foreign power, 
to threaten our economic and 
national security,” Garland 
added.

Myanmar’s military junta 
will release thousands of 
prisoners including the 
former British ambassador 
to Myanmar and an Austra-
lian economist, as part of a 
prisoner amnesty to mark 
the country’s National Vic-
tory Day, Myanmar Now, a 
news agency, reported cit-
ing state media.

The amnesty will release 
5,744 prisoners to mark 
Myanmar’s National Day. 
And among them, Sean 
Turnell, an Australian 
economist who has been 
detained since the regime 
seized power in February 
2021, and Vicky Bowman, 
a former British ambassa-
dor to Myanmar who was 
arrested in August will also 
be freed from prison. All 
the prisoners were detained 
under Section 505a of the 
Penal Code for incitement 
in the wake of last year’s 
coup.

In late September, Turnell, 
who was an economic advi-
sor to ousted civilian leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi, was 
sentenced to three years in 
prison under the Official Se-

crets Act and Immigration 
Act by a junta-controlled 
court in the regime’s admin-
istrative capital Naypyitaw.

However, Suu Kyi and 
other senior leaders of her 
deposed ruling party, the 
National League for De-
mocracy, were not included 
in the amnesty, according to 
Myanmar Now.

Bowman and her hus-
band, Myanmar national 
Htein Lin, were both hand-
ed one-year sentences in 
September for immigration 
offences related to the for-
mer ambassador’s alleged 
violation of the terms of her 
visa. Htein Lin will also be 
freed under amnesty.

Apart from the former 
ambassador and economist, 
two other foreign nationals 

Japanese filmmaker Toru 
Kubota, who was sentenced 
last month to ten years in 
prison for his contact with 
anti-coup protesters during 
the making of a documen-
tary, and Kyaw Htay Oo, an 
American citizen arrested 
on terrorism charges, will 
also be freed, according to 
the Thursday’s announce-
ment.

All four foreigners in-
cluded in the amnesty will 
be deported, according to 
state media reports.

The regime has also 
dropped charges against 
11 Myanmar celebrities 
convicted in absentia for 
their role in opposing the 
military takeover, reported 
Myanmar Now citing state 
media reports.

US SENTENCES CHINESE SPY TO 20 YEARS 
IN PRISON FOR STEALING TRADE SECRETS 

Myanmar junta to release four 
foreign prisoners in amnesty

‘CELEBRATE DEMOCRACY‘

Nepal’s Prime Minister Sher 
Bahadur Deuba appealed to 
the Nepali citizens to cast 
their votes in the upcoming 
election scheduled to take 
place on 20 November.

Taking to Twitter, PM 
Deuba on Thursday urged 
the citizens to vote for the 
candidates of the Nepali 
Congress. “Dear Voters, 
Let’s celebrate democracy 
by participating in voting 
on November 4th. Let’s vote 
for the candidates of the co-
alition on each side and the 
tree symbol of Nepali Con-
gress on the proportional 
side,” he tweeted.

It is pertinent to mention 
that November 4 in the Ne-
pali calendar is November 
20 in the Indian calendar. 
According to the Nepal 
calendar, currently, 2079 is 
going on.

Earlier, the Nepali govern-
ment announced a two-day 
public holiday for the No-
vember 20 polls, the Kath-
mandu Post reported.

Issuing a notice on Tues-
day, Home Ministry Spokes-
person Fanindra Mani 
Pokharel said public holi-

days have been announced 
for November 20 and No-
vember 21 for the House of 
Representatives and pro-
vincial assembly elections.

The notice further states 
that educational institutions 
including schools designat-
ed as voting centres will be 
closed on November 18-21, 
according to Kathmandu 
Post.

Nepal on 20th November 
will elect 165 representa-
tives as per the First Past 
the Post (FPTP) in the 275 
membered House of Rep-
resentatives or the Lower 
House of the bi-cameral 
parliament. The remaining 
110 seats will be decided 
on a Proportional Repre-
sentation basis. The state 
assemblies on the other 
hand would account for 
330 seats.

Nepal’s PM Deuba 
appeals to citizens to cast 
votes in upcoming polls
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RISING INFLATION

 

Lawmakers from PML-N 
have raised their concerns 
over the current economic 
situation of the country, par-
ticularly the continuous rise 
in inflation rate and higher 
dollar value, The Nation re-
ported.

National Assembly Stand-
ing Committee on Finance 
and Revenue have raised se-
rious concerns regarding the 
rise in inflation rate and dol-
lar value and has summoned 
Pakistan’s Finance Minister 
Ishaq Dar next week, The 
Nation reported. The com-
mittee held a meeting under 
the chairmanship of Qasier 
Ahmed Sheikh. Members of 
the National Assembly from 
PML-N have expressed con-
cerns over the continuous 
increase in inflation rate and 
higher dollar value.

As per The Nation report, 
Barjees Tahir, PML-N Mem-

ber of the National Assem-
bly, said that prices of petrol, 
electricity and gas will fur-
ther rise as per the direction 
given by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). He 
asked the government when 
will the inflation rate de-
crease which would give re-
spite to the people.

Meanwhile, Committee 
chairman Qaiser Ahmed 
Sheikh said that inflation 
and dollar value were not 
in control. He asked which 
reforms have been initiated 
by the government in the 
past seven months, as per 
The Nation report. Qaiser 
Ahmed Sheikh stated that 
the incumbent government 
was continuously borrow-
ing, which he stressed will 
not address the economic 
crisis. Asim Ahmed, Chair-
man of the Federal Board of 
Revenue (FBR), has notified 
the parliamentary committee 
that tax collection will be re-

duced in the coming months 
due to a decrease in imports 
and currency appreciation, 
as per The Nation report. He 
informed that the IMF is also 
calling for additional rev-
enue generation measures 
to address the tax collection 
shortfall.

According to him, FBR has 
collected Rs 2149 billion from 
July to October of the current 
fiscal year while the target 
was Rs 2144 billion. The FBR 
has succeeded in fulfilling its 
income tax collection target. 
However, it has not been able 
to achieve the targets of sales 
tax and customs duty in four 
months. As per the report, 
the government might face a 
tax collection shortfall in the 
coming months as imports 
are expected to decline. Oth-
er reasons that are respon-
sible for the reduction in tax 
collection are an increase in 
interest rates, floods and re-
ductions in the development 

budget. The current political 
situation in Pakistan could 
also impact tax collection.

Asim Ahmed stated that 
the government is making 
efforts to improve tax collec-
tion through administrative 
measures as they have not 
announced a mini-budget. 
The committee was in-
formed that 2.581 million tax 
filers have submitted returns 
while 3.6 million people had 
filed returns last time. The 
committee expressed its 
concern over the lack of an 
increase in tax filers and 
taxes being taken from ex-
isting filers. Ayesha Ghaus 
Pasha, State Minister for 
Finance and Revenue, told 
the committee that Pakistan 
has faced losses following 
floods. She stated that the to-
tal Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) will likely decrease 
and reach 2 per cent during 
the current fiscal year due to 
floods. The Committee was 

briefed regarding meetings 
with IMF and World Bank.

As per the report, the 
Pakistan government held 
“fruitful discussions” with 
multilateral stakeholders 
regarding the economic situ-
ation of the country after the 
flooding. The committee was 
informed that nine million 
people are expected to go be-
low the poverty line and the 
growth rate will decrease by 
2 per cent. 

As per the report, a positive 
response from multilateral 
institutions, including Asian 
Development Bank, World 
Bank and Asian Infrastruc-
ture Investment Bank is ex-
pected. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s 
risk of default, measured 
through the five-year cur-
rency default swap (CDS) 
index, on Monday increased 
by 4.2 percentage points 
reaching a new high at 64.2 
per cent.

PML-N leaders express concern over 
Pakistan’s economic situation
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JOB CUTS

Amazon has begun the 
process of cutting jobs 
across the company this 
week, US media reports 
said on Wednesday.

“After a deep set of re-
views, we recently decid-
ed to consolidate some 
teams and programs. 
One of the consequences 
of these decisions is that 
some roles will no lon-
ger be required,” hard-
ware chief Dave Limp 
wrote in a memo to 
workers on Wednesday. 
“It pains me to have to 
 deliver this news as we 
know we will lose talent-
ed Amazonians from the 
Devices & Services org as 
a result,” he added. Limp 
said the company noti-
fied impacted employ-
ees and will continue to 
work closely with each 
individual to provide 
support, including as-
sisting in finding new 
roles.

The New York Times 

this week reported that 
Amazon was planning 
to lay off approximately 
10,000 employees in 
corporate and technolo-
gy roles. The report said 
the cuts would be the 
largest in the company’s 
history.

The figure makes up 
roughly 3 percent of its 
corporate workforce, 
and the total number of 
layoffs “remains fluid” 
and could change.

Amazon’s spokesper-
son Kelly Nantel said as 
part of the annual oper-
ating planning review 
process, certain roles are 
no longer necessary.

“As part of our annual 
operating planning re-
view process, we always 
look at each of our busi-
nesses and what we be-

lieve we should change. 
As we’ve gone through 
this, given the current 
macro-economic envi-
ronment, some teams 
are making adjustments, 
which in some cases 
means certain roles are 
no longer necessary. We 
don’t take these deci-
sions lightly, and we are 
working to support any 
employees who may be 
affected,” Nantel was 
quoted as saying in a re-
port by TechCrunch on 
Wednesday.

The cuts would mainly 
impact its devices orga-
nization, retail division 
and human resources. 
Managers have begun in-
forming employees that 
they have two months to 
find another role inside 
the company or accept 
severance, CNBC re-
ported.

Besides Amazon, US 
tech giants Meta and 
Twitter have also an-
nounced large-scale 
 layoffs. 

AMAZON BEGINS LAYOFFS IN U.S.
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SURGE IN MILITANCY

Am i d  a  s u r g e 
i n  m i l i t a n c y 
i n  n o r t hwe st 

Pakistan, a local mili-
tant  commander,  in 
Wana town of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa’s South 
Waziristan district, has 
announced that peace is 
not possible in the area 
without the presence 
of what he said is ‘good 
Taliban’.

Mir Ajam Khan, who 
came in with a dozen of 
his armed men, in his 
brief speech there, gave 
credit to ‘good Taliban’ 
for restoring peace in 
the area in 2007, the 
Dawn newspaper re-
ported. 

The Waziristan mili-
tant commander is the 

same person who had 
announced a few days 
ago to start policing in 
Wana town from No-
vember 15 onwards, the 
report added.

The Pakistani news-
paper quoted him say-
ing that Ajam Khan said 
that the Taliban could 

restore peace and peo-
ple would regret it if the 
‘good Taliban’ were not 
handed over control of 
the town.

In a last week’s video 
message, Mir Ajam an-
nounced that the Tali-
ban would replace po-
lice in Wana.

On Sunday, thousands 
took to the streets to 
express their anguish 
against the rise of mili-
tants.

The protest  march 
saw the participation 
of hundreds of people 
along with the presence 
of members of the PTI, 
Jamaat-e-Islami, and 
other political parties, 
Dawn reported.

The protesters de-
manded a ban on armed 
groups in the district, 
tackling the rise of ter-
rorism, getting rid of 
kidnappings for ransom 
adequate security for 
the public, contractors, 
and traders.

WSI member Saeed 
Wazir told Dawn that 
no government repre-
sentatives had yet made 

efforts to negotiate with 
the protestors, warning 
that if the authorities 
failed to fulfill their de-
mands, another protest 
would be staged on No-
vember 20.

Last month, the resi-
d e n t s  o f  Sw a t  a n d 
Shangla also protested 
against the wave of ter-
rorism. They reminded 
the Pakistani govern-
ment to do more against 
terrorism in the region.

They also demanded 
authorities to clamp 
down on elements ruin-
ing the peace in the area, 
the Dawn reported. 

This protest was held 
in the wake of a terrorist 
incident where a school 
van was attacked, kill-
ing the driver and injur-
ing two children. 

PAKISTAN MILITANT COMMANDER 
BACKS ‘GOOD TALIBAN’ FOR PEACE 
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD

26TH EDITION

The 26th edition of the mul-
tinational maritime exercise 
“MALABAR 22” culminated 
in the seas off Japan on No-
vember 15, the Ministry of 
Defence said on Wednesday.

This edition also marked 
the 30th anniversary of the 
exercise and was hosted by 
the Japan Maritime Self-
Defense Force (JMSDF). Ac-
cording to a Defence Minis-
try release, the Indian Navy 
was represented by Eastern 
Fleet ships Shivalik and Ka-
morta led by Rear Admiral 
Sanjay Bhalla, Flag Officer 
Commanding Eastern Fleet.

Malabar series of exercises 
began in 1992 as a bilateral 
exercise between the navies 
of India and the US and 
gained further prominence 
with joining of the navies of 
Australia and Japan.

The sea phase of MALA-
BAR 22 was conducted over 
a period of five days near 

Yokosuka and witnessed 
live weapon firings, surface, 
anti-air and anti-submarine 
warfare drills and tactical 
procedures. Another high-
light of the sea phase was 
the conduct of War at Sea 
exercise which enabled all 
four navies to consolidate 
interoperability and hone 
their tactical skills.

The high-tempo exercise 
saw the participation of 
eleven surface ships includ-
ing a nuclear-powered air-

craft carrier with its integral 
air elements, along with four 
long-range maritime patrol 
aircraft, integral helicopters 
and two submarines. The ex-
ercise also involved exchange 
of ‘Sea Riders’ between vari-
ous participating ships.

Apart from operational 
drills and exercises, the 
bilateral logistics support 
agreements between the 
participating countries were 
validated during this edition 
of exercise Malabar.

Malabar maritime exercise 
culminates in seas off Japan
TDG NETWORK
TOKYO

This edition also marked the 30th anniversary of the exercise.
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Myanmar’s military junta has dropped charges against 11 
Myanmar celebrities.

There has been a surge in militancy in northwest Pakistan.

Sher Bahadur Deuba
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A lioness 
with her 

cubs seen 
inside the 

enclosure, 
at Sarthana 

Zoo, in 
Surat on 

Wednesday. 

FAMILY TIME

#LALALAJPATRAI

NETIZENS REMEMBER ‘PUNJAB 
KESARI’ LALA LAJPAT RAI ON HIS 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY 
On the occasion of Lala Lajpat Rai’s death anniversary, 
netizens took to Twitter to remember the leader. 
Ashok Gehlot wrote, “My humble tributes to the promi-
nent leader of our freedom movement, Punjab Kesari 
Lala Lajpat Rai ji on his death anniversary. His immense 
contribution during the independence movement, his 
courage and sacrifices shall inspire generations to 
come.”

Hardeep Singh Puri wrote, “I pay homage to one of 
the tallest leaders of our freedom movement and social 
reformer, ‘Punjab Kesari’ Sh Lala Lajpat Rai Ji on his 
death anniversary.”

Dharmendra Pradhan wrote, “Lalaji’s contributions in 
India’s independence will never be forgotten. "

“I do not believe 
in breaks. 
Because I want 
to understand 
my team, I want 
to understand 
my players and 
I want to be in 
control of that 
team.”

— RAVI SHASTRI

BRAIN-PICKING 

 Former India all-rounder and coach, expressing his disagree-
ment with the plan of giving head coach Rahul Dravid a break.

UNWANTED 

Now you can kick 
your ex or friends off 
your Netflix account

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI                                     

TDG NETWORK
JIANDE                                      

Good news for those want-
ing to kick their ex off their 
Netflix account. Netflix has 
announced a new feature 
that allows users to view 
all devices currently logged 
into their accounts and even 
log them out! Netflix took 
to their official website and 
wrote, “Today, we’re launch-
ing Managing Access and 
Devices, a new feature in Ac-
count Settings that allows you 
to easily view recent devices 
that have streamed from 
your account and to log out 
of specific devices with just 
one click.”
The feature can be found 
on users’ account settings 
page and is available on web 
browsers and all iOS and An-
droid phones and tablets.

Talking about new Netflix 
plans, the company recently 
announced rolling out its 
new ad-supported tier for just 
a few bucks a month.

According to The Verge, this 
announcement is yet another 
sign that the one-time disrup-

tive upstart streaming service 
has slowly become a cable 
package by another name. 
The company announced 
that its new Basic with Ads 
tier plan is available for USD 
6.99 in the United States, 
Australia, Brazil, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Ja-
pan, Korea, Mexico, Spain, 
and the United Kingdom.

The Verge reported that in 
exchange for making users 
watch an average of four to 
five minutes of ads per hour, 
the Basic with Ads plan gives 
subscribers access to a large 
portion of Netflix’s program-
ming.

However, not the full cata-
logue is available as a small 
selection of television shows 
and movies aren’t available 
to Basic with Ads subscribers 
due to licensing restrictions 
that Netflix says it’s currently 
working on.

Each Netflix advertisement 
lasts between 15 and 30 sec-
onds and appears before and 
during programmes.   

A Chinese grandpa who ran a full marathon in about 3.5 hours 
while consuming cigarettes has taken over the internet!

Chinese social media site Weibo is ablaze with pictures of 
the chain-smoking sportsman as admirers hail his respiratory 
toughness, according to New York Post.

New York Post quoted The Mirror report, according to which, 
the 50-year-old runner, popularly known as Uncle Chen, ac-
complished the marathon in Jiande, running the entire 26.2 
miles while either smoking or lighting up cigarettes.

It could seem that smoking and long-distance running are 
incompatible. But the tobacco-loving grandfather allegedly 
finished the race in a respectable 3 hours, 28 minutes, and 45 
seconds, as per New York Post.

According to a certificate published on Weibo, Uncle Chen 
finished 574th out of roughly 1,500 runners.

Fans on social media were obviously impressed that he was 
able to complete the race while continuing to smoke—and 
without running out of cigarettes. 

50-year-old runner named Uncle Chen. 
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TRANSFORMATION 

Multi-billionaire 
Elon Musk has 
been the talk of 

the town ever since he took 
control of Twitter in Octo-
ber. Apart from his working 
style at the microblogging 
site, he is also making head-
lines for his transformation.

Musk has lost over 13 kg. 
Yes, you read it right. In 
response to a tweet, the bil-
lionaire revealed that he has 
lost nearly 30 lbs (13 kg).

 “You’ve lost a ton of weight, 
Elon! Keep up the fantas-
tic work,» a social media 
user tweeted. The user also 
posted two pictures of Musk 
in the tweet, showcasing his 
weight loss transformation.

Replying to the user, Musk 
wrote, «Down 30 lbs.»

When another one asked, 
«What›s made the most dif-
ference,» Musk shared his 

fitness formula.
Musk›s formula for weight 

loss is a combination of fast-
ing and absence of tasty 
food. He is also on diabe-
tes medication Ozempic/
Wegovy to remain healthy 
and fit. «Fasting + Ozem-
pic/Wegovy + no tasty food 
near me,» Musk tweeted. 

Another user asked Musk if 
his diabetes drug Ozempic 
cause side-effects like burps 
that taste like rotten eggs.

«Bruh, I also take Ozempic 
for my diabeetus. Does it 
give you those nasty burps 
too? Tastes like rotten eggs 
lol ugh,» (sic) the user wrote.

«Yeah, next-level,» the new 

Twitter boss responded.
Ozempic is a brand-name 

prescription medication 
that›s used to improve 
blood sugar levels in adults 
with type 2 diabetes, along 
with diet and exercise. It 
also helps in decreasing ap-
petite and helps in managing 
weight.  

ELON MUSK LOST 13 KGS: HERE’S 
ALL ABOUT HIS FITNESS MANTRA 

Elon Musk before weight loss (Left) and after weight loss. 

Delhi cab driver speaks to passenger 
in Sanskrit, video goes viral 

FLUENCY 

India is known as the land of many 
languages, and one can frequently hear 
conversations in Hindi, English, and 
regional languages. However, Sanskrit 
remains the least heard.

Also known as the ‘Languages of 
God,’ Sanskrit in these modern times 
seems to remain restricted to priests 
and holy scriptures.

A recent viral video of a cab driver 
and a passenger in Delhi surprised 
social media users. The key highlight 
of this video was the fluent Sanskrit 
language in which the two individuals 
conversed with each other.

Taking to Twitter, a user named Lak-
shmi Narayan B.S. shared the video, 
which he captioned, “Amazing !! This 
car driver in Delhi speaks Sanskrit 
with me this morning!!.”

The video has been recorded near In-
dia Gate, New Delhi. The video shows 

the passenger engaging in a Sanskrit 
chat with his cab driver. Interestingly, 

he responded in the same language. 
The passenger also questioned the 
driver about his hometown, to which 
he responded that his name is Ashok 
and he is from Gonda in Uttar Pradesh. 
The driver was also asked about his 
family members, and he answered all 
of them in fluent Sanskrit.

Soon after the video was shared, it 
went viral on social media and fans 
praised the cab driver’s fluency in 
speaking Sanskrit.

“So nice, hearing this dialogue, feel 
like learning Sankrant..thanks for 
sharing..,” a user commented.

Another user wrote, “Wow it’s pleas-
ing the ear ...”

“Beautiful!! So good to hear a proper 
Sanskrit conversation. Even normal 
chit chat sounds like a puja!,” wrote 
another fan.

The 29-second-long video has gath-
ered over 2 lakh views on Twitter since 
it was shared. 

Kendall Jenner. 
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DID YOU KNOW KENDALL JENNER ONCE PEED IN AN ICE BUCKET? 
FAUX PAS 

As shocking and hilariously astonish-
ing as it may sound, the supermodel 
had to pee in an ice bucket while she 
was on her way to the Met Gala.
The model in the most recent episode 
of ‘The Kardashians’ couldn’t hold it 
in while travelling to fashion’s biggest 
night in May.

“I need to drink a sip of water, and I 
need to pee. Nobody judges me,” Jen-
ner told her entourage of assistants and 
helpers in a sprinter van, as per Page 
Six.

The 27-year-old initially laughed off 
the idea of utilising an empty ice bucket 
but ultimately made up her mind to do 
it. “That is so mortifying for whoever 

has to deal with my pee later. I’m so sor-
ry,” she said. Later that night, someone 

on the crew jokingly asked if she could 
sell the urine, and another assured 
her that peeing in a bucket is a typical 
event for performers in the middle of 
concerts.  However, it’s unclear which 
unlucky team member ended up with 
the dirty job later that night.

According to Page Six, Jenner asked 
someone to turn on music as she pulled 
up her skirt to position the bucket be-
low her, later admitting that her heavy, 
flowing black gown had made it so that 
she was out of breath just getting to the 
van. “Prada, I’m so sorry!” she said be-
fore admitting she’d just peed on her 
feet accidentally.

Jenner admitted that using the rest-
room in the van was the “greatest deci-
sion” she had ever made.

TDG NETWORK
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VIRAL 

CHINESE MAN FINISHES 
MARATHON WHILE 
SMOKING CIGARETTES

TOP FIVE MURDER DOCUMENTARIES 
BASED ON REAL LIFE
Why are we so obsessed with true crime, or as the 
writers of South Park like to call it, “murder porn”? 
Psychologists believe it’s because we’re fascinated 
by our own dark sides. It’s endlessly compelling to 
consider the spectrum of human depravity and why 
some people do the things they do. Here are the best 
true crime documentaries to watch and listen to.

ABDUCTED IN PLAIN SIGHT
In ‘70s-era Idaho, members of a naïve, church-
going family fall for the devious charm of their 
neighbor, Robert Berchtold, who seems overly 

interested in 12-year-old daughter Jan. Berchtold con-
vinces Jan’s parents to allow her to spend disturbing 
amounts of time with him, eventually abducting her not 
once, but twice. 

AMANDA KNOX
Amanda Knox returns home to find her 
roommate Meredith Kercher sexually as-
saulted and stabbed to death. A media frenzy 

ensues. Amanda and her boyfriend.  Amanda’s personal 
life is laid bare across international headlines, and to 
this day, she finds herself defending her innocence.

CONVERSATIONS WITH A KILLER: THE TED BUNDY TAPES
Archival footage and audio recordings of 
interviews with serial killer and rapist Ted 
Bundy, made while on death row before his 

execution in 1989. Over 100 hours of interviews were 
used to create this four-part series, in which “highly in-
telligent” Bundy analyses his own life and motives. The 
second season will center on the story of John Wayne. 

EVIL GENIUS
 The True Story of America’s Most Diaboli-
cal Bank Heist Just after 2:30pm on August 
28, 2003, a man quietly walked into a PNC 

Bank in Erie, Pennsylvania. He looked to have some-
thing large positioned around his neck and demanded 
$250,000 or the bomb around his neck would explode. 

JEFFREY EPSTEIN: FILTHY RICH
The crimes of sex offender Jeffrey Epstein 
are laid bare in this (quite frankly infuriating) 
miniseries—how he used his wealth and in-

fluence to manipulate and abuse countless young wom-
en and girls. The infuriating part is how many survivors 
had to speak out before any action was taken against 
him, and why earlier allegations of molestation went 
largely ignored. 

— BIPLAB DAS
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Books to look out for this week 
The Light We Carry: Overcoming In 
Uncertain Times
Author: Michelle Obama
Publisher: Viking
Price:  Rs 1,013
Her life. Her learnings. Her toolkit to live boldly.

How do we build enduring and honest relationships?
How can we discover strength and community inside 

our differences?
What do we do when it all starts to feel like too much?
Michelle Obama believes that when we light up for 

others, we can illuminate the richness and potential 
of the world around us, discovering deeper truths and 
new pathways for progress.

In The Light We Carry, the former First Lady shares 
her practical wisdom and powerful strategies for stay-
ing hopeful and balanced in today’s highly uncer-
tain world. A mother, daughter, spouse and friend, 
she shares fresh stories, her insightful reflections on 
change and the earned wisdom that helps her continue 
to “become.” 

With her trademark humour, candour, and compas-
sion, she also explores issues connected to race, gender, 
and visibility, encouraging readers to work through 
fear, find strength in community, and live with bold-
ness. The Light We Carry will inspire readers to exam-
ine their own lives, identify their sources of gladness, 
and connect meaningfully in a turbulent world.

‘In the best moments of Becoming, the miracle of Mi-
chelle Obama arises’—Vanity Fair

Friends, Lovers and the Big Terrible Thing
Author: Matthew Perry
Publisher: Headline
Price:  Rs 649
The beloved star of Friends takes us behind the scenes 
of the hit sitcom and his struggles with addiction in 
this candid, funny, and revelatory memoir that delivers 
a powerful message of hope and persistence.

‘Hi, my name is Matthew, although you may know 
me by another name. My friends call me Matty. And

I should be dead.’ So begins the riveting story of ac-
claimed actor Matthew Perry, taking us along on his 
journey from childhood ambition to fame to addiction 
and recovery in the aftermath of a life-threatening 
health scare. Before the frequent hospital visits and 
stints in rehab, there was five-year-old Matthew, who 
travelled from Montreal to Los Angeles, shuffling 
between his separated parents; fourteen-year-old 
Matthew, who was a nationally ranked tennis star in 
Canada; twenty-four-year-old Matthew, who nabbed a 
coveted role as a lead cast member on the talked-about 
pilot then called Friends Like Us. . . and so much more.

In an extraordinary story that only he could tell - 
and in the heartfelt, hilarious, and warmly familiar 
way only he could tell it - Matthew Perry lays bare the 
fractured family that raised him (and also left him to 
his own devices), the desire for recognition that drove 
him to fame, and the void inside him that could not be 
filled even by his greatest dreams coming true. But he 
also details the peace he’s found in sobriety.

The Magic Of The Lost Story
Author: Susha Murthy 
Publisher: Puffin 
Price:  Rs 214
After staying in the lockdown for over a year, Nooni is now 
visiting her Ajja-Ajji in Somanahalli. 
Memories of excavating the famous stepwell and expe-
riencing village life for the first time in The Magic of the 
Lost Temple are still afresh in Nooni›s mind. 
Excited to finally step out of the confines of her home, lit-
tle does Nooni know she will make yet another discovery, 
only this time it›s a missing puzzle in her family›s history.

Written in India›s favourite storyteller›s inimitable 
style, The Magic of the Lost Story captures the value of 
asking questions and keeping the answers alive. 

Packed with delightful artworks and wondrous terrains, 
this story takes you on an unforgettable journey as it fol-
lows the magnificent Tungabhadra River.

Sudha Murty was born in 1950 in Shiggaon in north 
Karnataka. She did her MTech in computer science, and 
is now the chairperson of the Infosys Foundation. 

A prolific writer in English and Kannada, she has writ-
ten novels, technical books, travelogues, collections of 
short stories and non-fictional pieces, and four books for 
children. Her books have been translated into all the ma-
jor Indian languages. 

Sudha Murty was the recipient of the R.K. Narayan 
Award for Literature and the Padma Shri in 2006, and 
the Attimabbe Award from the government of Karnataka 
for excellence in Kannada literature in 2011.

The Breach: The Untold Story of the 
Investigation into January 6th 
Author: Denver Riggleman
Publisher: Macmillan
Price:  Rs 629
Make no mistake: modern information warfare is here 
and January 6th was just the first battle. That day, an 
unhinged mindset led to an attack on the Capitol, the 
most serious assault on American democracy since the 
end of the Civil War. And that thinking portends even 
darker days ahead. 

In The Breach, a former House Republican and the 
first member of Congress to sound the alarm about 
QAnon, Denver Riggleman, provides readers with an 
unprecedented behind-the-scenes look at the January 
6th select committee’s investigation. Riggleman, who 
joined the committee as senior technical advisor, lays 
out the full intent and scope of the plot to overturn the 
election. The book includes previously unpublished 
texts from key political leaders. And it also contains 
shocking details about the Trump White House’s links 
to militant extremist groups?even during the almost-
eight-hour period on January 6th when the White House 
supposedly had no phone calls. The man responsible 
for unearthing Mark Meadows’s infamous texts shows 
how data analysis shapes the contours of our new war, 
telling how the committee uncovered many of its ex-
plosive findings and sharing revealing stories from his 
time in the Trump-era GOP. Here is a revelatory peek 
at the inner workings of the January 6th committee. 
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Q: How important is it for a leader to 
be spiritually aware?
A: The definition of spiritual-
ity may change from person to 
person. Incorporating spiritual-
ity into a company’s leadership 
makes it a more humane work-
place that provides a sense of 
community and shared purpose. 
It leads to greater perceptions 
of trust, organisational support, 
and commitment among its em-
ployees, which ultimately posi-
tively affect organisational per-
formance. Spirituality is about 
seeking a meaningful connec-
tion resulting in positive emo-
tions, such as peace, content-
ment, gratitude, and acceptance.

My life is full of ceaseless ac-
tivities revolving around hon-
esty, ethics, morality, and spiri-
tuality. Spirituality immensely 
improves the quality of what-
ever we do in our lives. The high 
point of my life is my spiritual 
outlook. Satsang with Saints 
and noble persons has deepened 
my spiritual understanding 
and strengthened my resolve to 
make a lot of money by excel-
ling in my business and using it 
for the larger good of the people 
who crossed my life. Spirituality 
keeps changing its methods as 
necessitated by the new times. 

Shrimad Bhagwad Gita is 
the focal point of my life. In my 
earlier days, Dongreji Maharaj 
nurtured my being. My spiri-
tual growth was facilitated and 
guided by some enlightened 
people, namely, Indravadan-

bhai Choksi, an original Surti, 
who held Satsang in his house, 
Atmendraji, who had been the 
Collector of Ahmedabad, and 
who later spent his life in re-
nunciation; and Dani Dutt Jha, 
a teacher of Sanskrit Paathshala 
in Surat. They helped me remain 
grounded in spiritual values 
while I was succeeding in the 
physical world.

My journey from Dudhala, a 
remote village in Gujarat, to the 
finest places in the world, from 
an impoverished rural life to the 
riches of life in the city, from a 
seeker to a provider, can only be 
attributed to spirituality. Morari 
Bapu, Ramesh Oza and Swami 
Sachchidanand are spiritual 
masters.

Q: What would be the key takeaways 
from your life experiences right from 
the times of being a village boy to a 
diamond baron?
A: My life is held together by a 
guiding philosophy of life, or 
what I call the ‘Triveni’ of life. 
This involves three fundamental 
beliefs, namely, that honesty and 
ethics should inform all human 
activities, that there is a God or 
an unseen force that permeates 
everything,and, finally, that the 
family should be at the centre of 
one’s life.

I want to put God-centred de-
votion at the core of all my busi-
ness activities. Work is a form 
of Bhakti, a way of serving God 
through serving one’s fellow hu-
mans. This way of identifying 
God and humanity has been the 
defining feature of my life. These 
are the few key takeaways from 

my life experiences, from being a 
village boy in Dudhala to a dia-
mond baron in Surat.

Q: You speak about training the 
young and have shared very inter-
esting tips for the same; how has that 
experience worked so far with your 
new generations? Do you see a shift 
in the attitude of every generation?

A: The family system is about 
guiding the next generation 
and forgiving the last. We are 
a ‘Grand Dholakia Family: Six 
Families, Six Generations,’ now 
numbering more than 1,500 
individuals, and we meet annu-
ally to commemorate our union. 
My life is my message to the new 
generation.

I consider my family business 
the ultimate test of the goodness 
of people. Respect from elders 
forms the core of a family busi-
ness. What I have found is that, 
in a family business structure, 
sometimes what is needed more 
is a sense of discipline rather 
than creativity. You have to take 
everyone’s ideas and make them 
work. When dealing with mon-
ey, there is a limitation on how 
creative you can be. I decided to 
further embed philanthropy in 
our business so that it became an 
obligation for my future genera-
tions and not an option.

I ensured that my next gen-
eration learn these fundamental 
truths of life, I was also cautious 
in creating enough space so that 
the new generation could spread 
their wings as they liked and fly 
as high and far as they dared. 
Maybe as a sign of being grown-
up or conditioned by things hap-
pening unexpectedly, even after 
the best planning and effort, I 
stopped bothering much about 
the future. I developed a liking 
for uncertainty. I realised that 
too much certainty, conformity, 
and rigidity take away the natu-

ral joy of experiencing life as it 
arrives. We may not know what 
will happen tomorrow, and be-
ing ready to accept with an open 
heart and mind is the hallmark 
of a happy man. I liked the idea 
of flying in the sky over walking 
on the road for going through 
life.

Two Gandhian principles I 
imbibed were Truth and Peace. 
People say that being in busi-
ness makes it challenging to talk 
the truth. However, the kind of 
person I am, I always want to 
find the underlying cause of an 
issue—social, personal, or politi-
cal. It was difficult, but I contin-
ue to be the way I am. I did not 
look for short-term gains, but 
over time, I held peace talks with 
warring people and eventually 
settled issues amicably. I con-
tinue to stick to these principles, 
which makes me what I am now. 
These ideologies are passed on 
to the next generation, who can 
also learn how to become better 
citizens of the country.

I practice what I profess. My 
Gen-Next is on the same path. 
I went through challenging ex-
periential learning, which was 

impossible for the next genera-
tion as they had been born and 
brought up amidst abundance, 
care, and conveniences. After 
much deliberation, we have de-
signed a novel way of sending 
them to unknown cities for a 
month to live all alone.

Q: DAF is a business story with eth-
ics and honesty at the center of it; 
what do you suggest it takes to re-
main ethical and honest?
A: At SRK, we have a policy and 
code of conduct that defines ac-
ceptable and unacceptable be-
haviours. Honest behaviour in 
the workplace means the extent 
to which individuals abide by 
consistent and rational ethical 
standards.

In my autobiography, ‘Dia-
monds are forever, so are mor-
als,’ I have said that the first 
principle of honesty and ethics I 
learned from Dongreji Maharaj. 
It was to understand this life as 
a God-directed phenomenon. 
‘God will not give us any prob-
lem ever beyond our capacity of 
sorting it out.’ We are all tested 
if we would stick to honesty and 
ethics or succumb to cheating 
and manipulation. This is the 
first and foremost principle I 
learned and followed in my life.

I have never had to resort to 
lies, and I have never had to lie 
to gain money or prestige. The 
policy of never giving up my 
honesty has proved true and 
valid. By God’s grace, my mind 
did not succumb to  doing  clever 
things  for small profits and  suc-
cess remained attached to me as 
my shadow.

eXCLUSIVe 

DIAMOnDS ARe FOReVeR, SO ARe MORALS, 
SAyS gOVInD DHOLAkIA
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New Delhi My journey from Dudhala, a remote village in 

Gujarat, to the finest places in the world, from an 
impoverished rural life to the riches of life in the city, 
from a seeker to a provider, can only be attributed 
to spirituality. Morari Bapu, Ramesh Oza and 
Swami Sachchidanand are spiritual masters.



A sailana princess, 
Shailaja has to her 
credit the promo-

tion of not just the famed 
cuisine of her parental 
state but also a mastery 
over the famed Dham cui-
sine heritage that her in-
laws inherited. Married to 
Raja Aishwarya Katoch of 
Kangra-Lambagraon, she 
hails from a very enviable 
lineage that connect her by 
blood to leading princely 
states. Her mother is the 
princess of Jaisalmer, her 
mother-in-law is Rajmata 
Chandresh Kumari, the 
sister of H.H. Maharaja Gaj 
Singh of Jodhpur.

Her maternal home, Sail-
ana Palace, is known for its 
majestic minarets and arch-
es and the most thriving cac-
tus garden, with many trees 
going as high as 7 feet. The 
royal family of Sailana are 
Rathore Rajputs and de-
scendants of Maharaja Uday 
Singh of Jodhpur. During the 
reign of the British, the fam-
ily was well-known for its 

hospitality and cuisine. In 
order to preserve this lega-
cy, the current royal family 
has painstakingly restored 
their palace, which is now 
open to visitors. The family 
also looks after the recently 
opened palace museum and 
the famous Sailana cactus 
garden, the oldest in India. 
They also work to preserve 
their culinary culture, which 
has been handed down 
through three generations 
of master chefs.

Raja Digvijay Singhji, Shai-
laja’s great grandfather, was 
the first to publish very pre-
cise recipes in the famous 
cookbook ‘Cooking Delights 
of the Maharajas’. Apart 
from being a celebrated 
gourmet, he was also a well-
known plant collector. It was 
he who started the famous 
cactus and rose gardens in 
Sailana. Legend has it that 
he would painstakingly go 
to every royal home with his 
measures and chronicle a 
precise recipe. So perfect are 
his recipes that even a novice 
can ace it. The book can be 
found in many State homes 
of Governors and Ambassa-
dors across the globe. In fact, 
when they bombed Saddam 
Hussein’s house, the book 
was found in his home as 
well.

Shailaja, on marrying 
Aishwarya, was gifted the 
kitchen copy of the Sail-
ana recipe book. With her, 

she took the famed nara-
ngi chicken that is flavoured 
with peels of oranges, the 
Sailana dal that must be had 
with jaggery, or the chicken 
pasanda, besides a myriad 
mithai recipes that Sailana 
is revered for.

Her husband’s state of 
Kangra, meanwhile, holds 

the tradition of temple cui-
sine very strongly. Cooked 
only by Botis (a particular 
caste of Brahmins who are 
hereditary chefs), dham is 
an elaborate mid-day meal 
cooked in brass called “Bato-
hi”, “Baltohi” or “Charoti” in 
local languages. It is served 
in courses and includes plain 

aromatic rice, fried pulses or 
dal, a spicy vegetable curry 
of rajma called Madra, and 
many desserts to satisfy 
one’s appetite.

The typical menu for Dham 
would start with rice and a 
madra of Rajma (red kidney 
or Chole, which is cooked in 
yoghurt, which is prepared 
in unique style by adding ap-
proximately twenty spices. 
This is followed by mash 
dal, topped by Khatta (sweet 
and sour sauce) made of 
tamarind and jaggery, Pan-
eer made by adding dahi and 
butter, Curry, Mukand Bari, 
Chohraiyan ka Khatta. The 
dham ends with the Mitha 
Bhaat (dessert) (Bhaat means 
rice in Himachali language) 
– Mithdee, a particular dish 
of sweet rice (made of boondi 
or bread crumbs etc.)

The Kangra royal family is 

known to also have provided 
patronage to miniature art-
ists who migrated from Mu-
ghal courts to work in the 
palace of Maharaja Sansar 
Chand, possibly the most 
progressive ruler of Himach-
al Pradesh. Under Maharaja 
Sansar Chandra of Kangra, 
the greatest patron of paint-
ings in the Punjab hills, more 
than 40,000 Kangra minia-
ture paintings were commis-
sioned. These paintings were 
highly valued even at the 
time of their commission-
ing. Master artists like Bi-
hari, Jaya Deva and Keshav 
Dass brought them to their 
beauty. Under the Katoch’s 
patronage their descendants 
are still practicing the old art 
of Kangra paintings).

The Royal Family of 
Kangra has dedicated their 
museum to honour Maha-
raja Sansar Chandra, their 
ancestor, whose reign was 
known as the golden age 
of Kangra. The invasion of 
Delhi in A.D. 1739 by Nadir 
Shah caused unrest in the 
Imperial court of Delhi. This 
resulted in the migration of 
some artists from Delhi to 
courts of hill rulers. Two 
states, which patronised 
the artists, were Bhasoli 
and Kangra - in these States 
flourished the pahari style 
of painting. Shailaja, besides 
cuisine also works hard to 
keep the miniature art of pa-
hadi paintings alive.

Royal CulinaiRes: Rani shailaja 
KatoCh of KangRa-lambagRaon

heRitage 

Anshu KhAnnA 

Shailaja Katoch

Dhaam

Sailana cactus garden

Kangra Raga Devgandhari
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FACING FOUR COUNTS

Sri Lanka batter Danushka 
Gunathilaka granted bail in 
alleged sexual assault case

Sri Lanka batter Danushka Gunathilaka 
has been granted bail while awaiting trial 
on charges of sexual intercourse without 
consent and the Lanka batter is banned from 
using his social media accounts, as reported 
by ESPNcricinfo.

Gunathilaka was arrested on Sunday 
morning from team’s hotel and charged 
with four counts of sexual intercourse with 
no consent while on national duty during the 
ongoing ICC T20 World Cup. The Lanka bat-
ter is facing four counts of sexual inter-

course without consent and has not yet given 
a plea. The case will return to court on Janu-
ary 12. “Magistrate Janet Wahlquist granted 
Gunathilaka bail on Thursday in Sydney’s 
Downing Centre Local Court, where he ap-
peared via an audiovisual link from Parklea 
jail. Police prosecutor Kerry-Ann McKinnon 
opposed bail on the grounds Gunathilaka is a 
flight risk and that he could endanger the safe-
ty of the complainant, who cannot be identi-
fied for legal reasons,” ESPNcricinfo stated. 
“Of course he would be on bail in 

these circumstances,” Than-
garaj was quoted as saying 
by ESPNcricinfo.

“The complainant tried to 
remove the accused’s hand 

by grabbing his wrist but 
the accused squeezed tighter 

around her neck. The complainant 
was fearing for her life and could not 

get away 

from 
the accused,” A police facts sheet 

filed with the court was quoted as 
saying by ESPNcricinfo.
Gunathilaka has been a part of SL’s 

white-ball set-up since 2017 and has 
represented the nation in 47 ODIs, 46 

T20Is and eight Tests. Gunathilaka was 
ruled out of the T20 World Cup on October 
19 due to a hamstring injury, but was with the 
squad as a “standby” when the incident alleg-
edly occurred.
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ATP FINALS

Novak Djokovic seals semi-finals 
spot after beating Andrey Rublev

Novak Djokovic stepped up 
his quest for a record-equal-
ling sixth ATP Finals title on 
Wednesday as he overpow-
ered Andrey Rublev 6-4, 6-1 
to reach the semi-finals in 
Turin.

The Serbian demonstrated 
great agility to hang in points 
in the quick indoor condi-
tions to frustrate the sixth 
seed, soaking up Rublev’s 
powerful forehand dur-
ing the first set. The former 
World No. 1 also shot his 
watertight backhand with 
the finest depth to dominate 
baseline exchanges, claim-
ing just six unforced errors 
to seal his 43rd victory of the 
season in 68 minutes.

“I played very, very well. 
One of the best matches of 

the year without a doubt. He 
is a tough opponent. A great 
competitor. He possesses a 
lot of strengths in his game. 
I managed to find the right 
attitude and the right game,” 
ATP.com quoted Djokovic as 
saying.

“In the 10th game of the 
first set, I think he was 

40/30 and we played a long 
rally and I just stayed in there 
and told myself chances will 
come. He went down in his 
energy a little in the second 
[set] and I wanted to use 
the momentum and energy 
from my side in the first few 
games and it was a flawless 
second set,” he added.

TDG NETWORK
TURIN  

AUSTRALIAN OPEN 

India’s Anwesha Gowda loses 
to Goh Jin Wei in 2nd round

Young Indian shuttler An-
wesha Gowda crashed out 
of the Australian Open 2022 
women’s singles competition 
after losing to 2018 Youth 
Olympic Games champion 
Goh Jin Wei of Malaysia 
in the second round on 
Wednesday. Playing at the 
Quay Centre 1 in Sydney, 
the 14-year-old Indian went 
down to her Malaysian op-
ponent 21-7, 21-13 in just 28 
minutes of the match. The 
Indian shuttler was pushed 
back from the start and went 
into the first break trailing 
with a huge margin of 2-11. 
After the interval, a two-time 
junior world champion, Goh 
Jin Wei continued to domi-
nate Gowda and took the 1-0 
lead over the Indian.

Gowda then tried to put up 
a fight in the second game, 
however, she failed to match 
Goh Jin Wei’s intensity and 
eventually lost the match 
in straight games. Anwe-
sha Gowda, who is ranked 

eighth among junior play-
ers worldwide, started her 
Australian Open campaign 
after she defeated Pitchaya 
Elysia Viravong Australia 
21-9, 21-11.

PV Sindhu and Lakshya 
Sen, both Commonwealth 
Games champions, with-
drew from the BWF Super 
300 competition earlier be-
cause of their fitness. Lak-
shya Sen was not there be-
cause of a throat infection, 
while PV Sindhu was absent 
due to an ankle ailment.

The season-ending BWF 
World Tour Finals 2022, 
which begin on December 
14 in Guangzhou, China, will 
not feature Indian badmin-
ton star, PV Sindhu.

The Indian badminton star 
was supposed to heal before 
the BWF World Tour Finals, 
which marks the end of the 
season, but she has fallen 
behind schedule. Her with-
drawal has already been 
communicated to the Bad-
minton Association of India 
(BAI).
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FIRST T20I

BAT FEARLESSLY, BUT KEEP CONDITIONS IN MIND: VVS LAXMAN 

Ahead of the first T20I match 
against New Zealand, Indian 
head coach VVS Laxman 
said that the batters have been 
asked to play fearless cricket 
while keeping conditions and 
situations in mind. 

“In T20I cricket, we need 
to play with freedom and 
fearlessness and we have 
such players that can go out 
and express themselves. The 
message given to them by the 
captain and management is 
that they bat fearlessly but also 
keep conditions and situations 
in mind and create strategies 
accordingly,” said Laxman in a 
press conference. Laxman ad-
mitted that the shorter format 
needs more multi-dimensional 
players, bowlers who can bat 
and batters who can bowl.

“More number of bowlers 
who can bat adds depth to bat-
ting lineup and gives freedom 
to batters to go out and express 
themselves. That is the need of 
the format and I am sure that 
more teams will try getting this 
in their selection process and 
identify players who are multi-

dimensional,” he added.
About skipper Hardik Pan-

dya’s captaincy, the coach said 
that he is not only tactically 
good, but also very calm on-
field, which is needed while 
playing in pressure situations 
at the highest level.

“He is a fabulous leader. We 
have seen what he has done in 
IPL. I have spent time with him 
from Ireland. His presence and 
work ethic are exemplary. He 
is a player’s captain and is ap-
proachable. Players confide in 
him. He leads by example,” he 
added. Laxman said that it is 
always challenging to play in 
New Zealand, especially for 

bowlers and fielders.
“It is not about the smaller 

grounds, but the dimensions of 
the ground. In Wellington and 
Aukland, there are not normal 
cricket grounds. The best part 
of international cricket is that 
you have to adapt to conditions 
and situations. I am sure the 
team will do that. Based on 
the strengths and weakness 
of the opponents, you need to 
create a strategy and execute it 
perfectly,” he added.

On strategising against Kiwi 
players like Finn Allen, Lax-
man said that analytics play 
an important role for the team 
to create strategies against not 

only every player, but also the 
ones who are not very familiar 
to the side.

Laxman also said that he has 
enjoyed his journey as a coach.

“For me, we should not dive 
too much into results. It has 
been enjoyable for me. When 
I joined NCA, it was about 
giving back to Indian Cricket. 
It has been an opportunity to 
share my knowledge and expe-
rience with youngsters and it 
is fulfilling. What I saw in Ire-
land, that these youngsters are 
talented, but they always want 
to learn, grow and improve as 
players and it is exciting. Their 
thought process is exciting,” he 
added. The head coach praised 
batter Shubman Gill, calling 
him a “match-winner”.

Laxman said that the Indi-
an Premier League (IPL) has 
helped create a talent pool 
in white-ball cricket while 
the robust domestic cricket 
structure has done the same 
for red-ball cricket. On a hec-
tic cricket schedule, Laxman 
admitted that it is indeed the 
case and India is blessed to 
have so many young talents 
to choose from.

“As selectors, you have to 
be mindful when a player is 
supposed to be given breaks 
as they help him rejuvenate 
physically and mentally. In-
dia has that pool from which 
we can choose. In white-ball, 
you need specialists. You need 
T20I specialists, which will be 
the way forward. Managing 
their workload, choosing the 
talent from the pool we have is 
a blessing for Indian cricket,” 
he concluded.

Squad for India T20Is: Har-
dik Pandya (C), Rishabh Pant 
(vc & wk), Shubman Gill, Is-
han Kishan, Deepak Hooda, 
Surya Kumar Yadav, Shreyas 
Iyer, Sanju Samson (wk), W 
Sundar, Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Kuldeep Yadav, Arshdeep 
Singh, Harshal Patel, Mohd. 
Siraj, Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
and Umran Malik.

New Zealand T20I squad: 
Kane Williamson (c), Finn 
Allen, Michael Bracewell, 
Devon Conway, Lockie Fer-
guson, Daryl Mitchell, Adam 
Milne, Jimmy Neesham, Glenn 
Phillips, Mitchell Santner, Ish 
Sodhi, Tim Southee and Blair 
Tickner.
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Indian head coach VVS Laxman

Novak Djokovic 

Young Indian shuttler Anwesha Gowda 

After facing disappoint-
ment in the semifinals of the 
T20 World Cup in Austra-
lia, India will look to restore 
its pride in the shortest for-
mat against New Zealand 
in the T20I series opener at 
Sky Stadium in Wellington 
on Friday.

With stand-in head 
coach VVS Laxman in-
sisting that the Hardik 
Pandya-led side, without 
many regular stars, will 
be looking to play fearless 
and flexible cricket during 
the series, it also kickstarts 
the road towards the 2024 
T20 World Cup.

Missing personnel like 
captain Rohit Sharma, Vi-
rat Kohli and KL Rahul in 
the top-order may prove 
to be a blessing in disguise 
for India in search of play-
ers who bat in sync with 
today’s time in T20 cricket.

The series against New 
Zealand could throw up 
players who may become 
vital cogs in ending India’s 
wait for a silverware in 
shortest format since win-
ning the inaugural edition 

of the tournament in 2007.
Ishan Kishan and Shub-

man Gill, uncapped in 
the T20I format, could be 
the likely openers for the 
first match. While Kishan 
did play as an opener this 
year when the experi-
ments stage was on, Gill 
will be hoping to make his 
mark in the country where 
he clinched Player of the 
Tournament award in 
India’s run to U19 World 
Cup trophy and made his 
ODI debut.

But the Indian team 

management could give 
Rishabh Pant a decent 
run at the top of the order. 
Pant, who burst on the 
scene with blistering per-
formances in IPL 2016 just 
after catching everyone’s 
eye with his exploits in 
U19 World Cup earlier that 
year, was largely kept out 
of the initial playing eleven 
in T20 World Cup as India 
preferred finishing touch-
es of Dinesh Karthik.

Instead, he was sent at 
number six, making six 
off four balls, as India 

were a ten-wicket thrash-
ing by England. With the 
main top three rested, 
India could consider get-
ting Pant a long run as an 
opener or if Kishan and 
Gill open, he should then 
be getting sufficient time 
in middle-order where 
Suryakumar Yadav and 
Sanju Samson will feature 
too.

With the ball, India will 
be banking on leg-spinner 
Yuzvendra Chahal, left-
arm wrist-spinner Kul-
deep Yadav and off-spin 
all-rounder Washington 
Sundar to click. Chahal 
will be having points to 
prove after warming the 
bench for India’s cam-
paign in the T20 World 
Cup, which left many in 
the cricketing circle baf-
fled.

While Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar and Arshdeep Singh 
would share new-ball du-
ties, Umran Malik is ex-
pected to chip in with his 
raw pace and some more 
accuracy. Harshal Patel 
and Mohammed Siraj too 
are in fray for game time.

New Zealand, on the oth-
er hand, were also beaten 

in the semi-finals of the 
T20 World Cup by even-
tual runners-up Pakistan. 
With veterans Martin 
Guptill and Trent Boult 
mitted from the squad for 
the series, it gives young 
attacking opener Finn Al-
len a chance to cement his 
spot in both white-ball for-
mats as an opener along-
side Devon Conway.

Squads
India: Hardik Pandya 

(captain), Shubman Gill, 
Ishan Kishan, Deepak 
Hooda, Suryakumar Ya-
dav, Shreyas Iyer, Rishabh 
Pant (vice-captain and 
wicket-keeper), Sanju 
Samson, Washington Sun-
dar, Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Kuldeep Yadav, Arshdeep 
Singh, Harshal Patel, Mo-
hammed Siraj, Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar and Umran 
Malik.

New Zealand: Kane Wil-
liamson (captain), Finn 
Allen, Devon Conway, 
Daryl Mitchell, Glenn 
Phillips, Jimmy Neesham, 
Mitchell Santner, Michael 
Bracewell, Ish Sodhi, Tim 
Southee, Adam Milne, 
Lockie Ferguson and Blair 
Tickner.

FIRST T20I
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INDIA, NZ TO LOCK HORNS AFTER 
DISAPPOINTMENT IN T20 WC 

FIRST ODI

MALAN’S TON IN VAIN AS AUSTRALIA BEAT 
ENGLAND BY 6-WICKET
Dawid Malan’s magnificent 
134 off only 128 deliveries 
went in vain as all-round 
Australia produced a stel-
lar performance to clinch 
the opening match against 
England by six wickets in 
the first match of the three-
match ODI series here at 
Adelaide Oval on Thursday.

Australia chased down the 
target in 46.5 overs, cour-
tesy of brilliant fifties from 
David Warner, Travis Head 
and Steve Smith to go 1-0 
up in the three-match ODI 
series. Australia skipper Pat 
Cummins bagged the three 
wickets of opener Phil Salt 
(14 off 15), James Vince (5 off 
6) and Luke Wood (10 off 
10). Adam Zampa also took 

the three-wicket haul as he 
dismissed England captain 
Jos Buttler, Dawid Malan 
and Chris Jordan.

In the first match of the 
three-match ODI series, 
Australia won the toss and 

elected to field first.
It was a fine effort from the 

Australian bowlers, as they 
ran through the England 
top-order, reducing them 
to 118/5. But Dawid Malan 
mounted a brilliant fight-

back and scored a brilliant 
134 off only 128 deliveries, 
as England posted a score 
of 287/9 in their 50 overs at 
the Adelaide Oval. He was 
given a helping hand by Da-
vid Willey, who ended on an 
unbeaten 34.

Chasing a target of 288, 
David Warner and Travis 
Head put Australia in the 
front seat as the openers 
stitched up a 147-run stand 
for the opening wicket. But 
the fiery stand was broken 
by Chris Jordan who dis-
missed Head. The Australia 
opener went back to the pa-
vilion after scoring a 69 off 57 
deliveries.

Steven Smith then came 
out to bat and the batter 
slammed England bowlers 
all around the ground while 

forming a partnership with 
Warner. The pair put up a 
score of 200 runs within 29 
overs.

However, Warner’s majes-
tic stint on the crease was cut 
short as he was dismissed by 
David Willey after scoring 
86 runs in 84 balls. War-
ner’s wicket invited Marnus 
Labuschagne to the ground 
but the batter could not do 
much as he was sent back 
to the pavilion after scoring 
four runs by Willey in the 
31st over of the match.

Alex Carey was also de-
parted after playing a small 
knock of 21 off 28 by Liam 
Dawson. Smith then held 
the fort and guided his team 
home by 6-wickets while 
slamming a stunning un-
beaten 80 runs in 78 balls.

Australia and England players in action.
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Danushka Gunathilaka 

Indian skipper Hardik Pandya bowls during a practice session ahead 
of the 1st T20 against New Zealand, at Basin Reserve, in Wellington 
on Thursday.


