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Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Friday said terrorism 
is the most serious threat to 
global peace and security, and 
that “protecting a terrorist is 
equivalent to promoting ter-
rorism”. 

Shah’s remarks came while 

chairing the first session of 
the third ‘No Money for Ter-
ror’ Ministerial Conference 
on the ‘Global Trends in Ter-
rorist Financing and Terror-
ism’ theme.  In his opening 
address, the Union Home 
Minister said “Terrorism is, 
undoubtedly, the most seri-
ous threat to global peace and 

Warning Congress MP Ra-
hul Gandhi of a split in the 
Opposition Maha Vikas 
Aghadi (MVA) alliance in 
Maharashtra, Shiv Sena-Ud-
dhav Balasaheb Thackeray 
MP Sanjay Raut on Friday 
said coming to Maharashtra 
and defaming Veer Savarkar 

was unacceptable. 
Responding to Rahul’s re-

mark against Veer Savarkar 
on Thursday, claiming that 
the saffron ideologue took 
pension from the British rul 
ers in lieu of working against 
the country and had pleaded 
with the Raj to be pardoned, 
Raut said the statement 
might result in a rift in the 
MVA, which comprises 

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day declined the plea of NIA 
seeking to vacate the order 
allowing the shifting of 
Gautam Navlakha, accused 
in the 2018 Bhima Koregaon 
case, to house arrest from 
the Taloja prison. 

A bench of justices K.M. 
Joseph and Hrishikesh Roy 
also put certain additional 
conditions for the house ar-
rest of Navlakha, such as the 
sealing of the kitchen door 
leading to the exit and lock-
ing of the grills of the hall. 
“Application by NIA to va-
cate the order is dismissed. 
We are of the view that cer-
tain further safeguards need 
to be engrafted which will be 
in addition to what we have 
already ordered,” the bench 
said. 

NIA has filed a fresh appli-
cation seeking to vacate the 
order allowing the shifting 
of Navlakha to house arrest 
from the Taloja prison in 

Mumbai where he is lodged. 
The NIA also said that the 
medical reports cited by 
Navlakha, which were relied 
upon by the court to grant 
him relief, are biased since 
they are prepared by Jaslok 
hospital, where the main 
doctor, Dr S Kothari, who is 
his direct brother-in-law. 

H owe ve r,  Nav l a k h a 
through his counsel Nitya 
Ramakrishnan complained 
that probe agencies were 
asked to inspect the prem-
ises where Navlakha was to 
be shifted within 48 hours 
on November 10 however till 
date he has not been shifted. 

During the hearing, So-
licitor General Tushar 
Mehta appearing for NIA 
contended that the mes-
sage which goes is ‘though 
everyone is equal some are 
more equal than others’. 

“There are more inmates of 
the same age and medical 
conditions but they cannot 

Three months after the 
withdrawal of the Digital 
Personal Data Protection 
Bill from the lower house of 
the Parliament, the central 
government has now come 
up with a new draft Bill 
seek

A 39-year-old woman, Kul-
winder Kaur, was shot dead 
in broad daylight in Punjab’s 
Bhatinda on Friday. She was 
standing outside a local bus 
stand. Eyewitnesses said the 
woman was standing near a 

parked car when a masked 
man came from behind the 
car and struck up a heated 
conversation, after which 
the accused fired three 
shots at her before fleeing 
the scene. This is reportedly 
the fifth murder after Sudhir 
Suri’s targeted killing in just 
12 days.

The victim was rushed 
to the civil hospital imme-
diately, where the doctor 
pronounced her dead. The 
deceased has been identified 
as Kulwinder Kaur, a resi-
dent of Hajiratan locality in 
Bathinda city, said Davinder 
Gill, deputy superintendent 
of police (DSP). 

A shop in Indore allegedly received a 
letter threatening a bomb blast and the 
assassinations of Congress MP Rahul 

Gandhi and former Madhya Pradesh 
chief minister Kamal Nath once the par-
ty’s ongoing ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ reaches 
the city, a police officer said on Friday. 

The letter was received at Shree Gu-

jarat Sweets shop located in the Juni 
locality of Indore on Thursday evening. 
The letter arrived by regular post. The 
owner of Shree Gujarat Sweets, Ajay 

Vikram-S, India’s first-ever 
privately developed rocket 
successfully lifted off from 
the Sriharikota spaceport 

on Friday morning. 
The lift-off of the Vikram 

Suborbital rocket took 
place at 11:30 am from the 
Satish Dhawan Space Cen-
tre at Sriharikota. “Mission 

Prarambh is successfully 
accomplished. Congratula-
tions” tweeted the Indian 
Space Research Organisa-
tion ISRO and tagged @
SkyrootA Congratulations 

India! @INSPACeIND. 
The ‘Prarambh’ mission 

and the Vikram-S rocket 
have been developed by Sky-
root Aerospace start up 

j-K: 3 indian 
army jawans 
die in 
avalanche
Kupwara: as many 
as three soldiers of the 
Indian army died in an 
avalanche in the Kup-
wara district of Jammu 
and Kashmir on Friday, 
said police. 
according to the 
Kupwara police, the 
incident took place in 
the Machhil area of 
the district and three 
jawans of the army’s 55 
rashtriya rifles died in 
the line of duty. The po-
lice said all the bodies 
have been retrieved. 

“In an unfortunate inci-
dent, 3 jawans of 56 rr 
achieved martyrdom 
in the line of duty in 
the Machhil area when 
they came under an 
avalanche. all the bod-
ies have been retrieved,” 
said Kupwara police.
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Tough on terror 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the delegates 
and multilateral organisations of 78 countries at the 

third edition of ‘No Money For Terror’ Ministerial 
Conference, in New Delhi on Friday.  ANi

In a veiled attack on Paki-
stan and China, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 

has called on a mechanism 
to extract “cost” from coun-
tries supporting terrorism. 
The Prime Minister also 
stressed on isolating organ-
isations and individuals 
who attempt to create “sym-
pathy for terrorists”. At the 
inaugural session of the ‘No 
Money for Terror’ Confer-
ence in the national capital 
that began here on Friday, 
PM Modi also said that in-
ternational organisations 
must not think that an “ab-
sence of war means peace.” 

Calling out the countries 
which support terrorism, 
without naming Pakistan 
and China, the Prime Minis-
ter said that they offer ideo-
logical and financial support 
to terrorism. 

“It is well known that ter-
rorist organisations get 
money through several 
sources-one is state support. 
Certain countries support 
terrorism as part of their 
foreign policy. They offer 
political, ideological and 
financial support to them. 
International organisations 
must not think that the ab-
sence of war means peace. 
Proxy wars are also danger-
ous and violent. There must 
be a cost imposed upon 

countries that support ter-
rorism. Organisations and 
individuals that try to cre-
ate sympathy for terrorists 
must also be isolated,” PM 
Modi said. 

He also emphasised on 
breaking the support net-
works of the terrorists and 
said that the bid to uproot 
terrorism needs a proactive 
and systematic response. 

“Uprooting terrorism 
needs a larger, proactive, 
systemic response, If we 
want our citizens to be safe, 
we cannot wait until ter-
ror comes to our homes. 
We must pursue terrorists, 
break their support net-
works and hit their financ-
es,” PM Modi said. 

The Prime Minister also 
differentiated between 
fighting terrorists and ter-
rorism and said that only 
a “uniform, unified, and 
zero-tolerance approach” 
can defeat  terrorism. 
“Fighting terrorists and 
terrorism are two differ-
ent things. A terrorist is an 
individual, but terrorism 
is about a network of indi-
viduals and organisations. 
Uprooting terrorism needs 
a larger proactive response,” 
he said. 

He also stressed that all 
terrorist attacks deserve 
equal outrage and action 
and noted that the intensity 
of the reaction to the various 
attacks cannot be based on 

its place of occurrence. 
“We consider that even 

a single attack is one too 
many. Even a single life lost 
is one too many. So, we will 
not rest till terrorism is up-
rooted. It is significant that 
this conference is happen-
ing in India. Our country 
faced horrors of terror long 
before the world took seri-
ous note of it. Over the de-
cades terrorism in different 
forms tried to hurt India 
but we’ve fought terrorism 
bravely,” he said. 

T h e  P r i m e  M i n i s -
ter also underlined the 
need to strike at the “root 
o f  t e r r o r  f i n a n c i n g ” . 
“Nobody likes an area that is 

Pm aims at PaK, china: aBsence 
oF war does not mean Peace 

‘no money For terror’ 

 PM Modi says proxy war by some countries are on as part of their foreign policy

  He calls for a ‘uniform, unified, and zero-tolerance approach’ to counter terrorism 

rAkesh siNGh 
new delhI

Aaftab was high on 
marijuana when he 
killed Shraddha

sordid saga oF 
aBuse and Betrayal, 
shraddha had it all 

Accused in the horrific Shraddha Walker 
murder case, Aaftab Amin Poonawalla, 
who was arrested recently, has admitted 
to being high on marijuana on the day of 
the murder, police sources claimed. 

As per Delhi police sources, the accused 
during questioning told the police that on 
18 May, he had an argument with Shrad-
dha over managing household expenses 
and bringing some stuff from Mumbai to 
Delhi. After the argument, Aaftab left home, 
smoked marijuana cigarette, and returned, 
said the police. 
“When he came back, Shraddha started 
yelling at him again. Following which, he got 
furious and strangled her so violently that 
she stopped breathing,” the police sources 
said.  “The victim was strangled to death be-
tween 09.00 pm and 10.00 pm, and the ac-
cused, Aaftab, sat next to her body the whole 
night and smoked marijuana,” they said. 

Reportedly, the accused has admitted to be-
ing addicted to marijuana, and revealed that 
he disposed of some pieces of the body in 
Dehradun also. 

The official however said that the police 
are investigating the case in all directions, 
and said that the accused might have come 
out with this story to mislead the police. 
The police is yet to find the weapon used by 
the accused for chopping the body. 

The stuff recovered from the house has 
been sent for forensic examination, said 
the sources. 

The accused Aaftab Amin Poonawala was 
on Thursday presented before a Delhi court 
through video conferencing after five days 
of custody. The court extended his police 
custody for another five days. 

Aaftab is accused of strangling his live-
in partner Shraddha Walker to death and 
chopping her body into 35 pieces. He was ar-
rested on Saturday after Delhi police started 
probing into a missing complaint filed by 
Shraddha’s father Vikas Walker. 

A series of WhatsApp and Instagram chats of 
Shraddha Walker with friends and colleagues 
for more than two years have revealed a sor-
did saga of abuse, betrayal and a long history 
of unhappy partnership. 

The chats and conversations reveal that 
Shraddha used to be beaten by his partner 
and killer Aaftab Poonawala quite frequently. 
In such a chat Shraddha candidly shared with 
one of her friends that she could not get off the 
bed and had to later be hospitalised. 

In another chat, Shraddha wrote to her 
work manager, “I won’t be able to make it 
today because from all the beating yesterday 
my BP is low and my body hurts. I don’t have 
the energy to get off the bed.” She also at-
tached a photo of her face with injury marks. 

She told the manager she needed to «make 
sure he (Aftab) moves out today» and referred 
to having spoken to his parents too, in the chat 
from November 24, 2020, which suggests that 
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With the Assembly elections 
in Gujarat approaching, not 
only the people of the state 
but also the non-resident 
Indians (NRIs) especially 
Gujaratis are equally excited 

to choose 
and vote 
for their 
favourite 
leader and 
party and 
25,000 
o f  t h e m 
are reach-
ing Guja-
rat  from 
across the 
world to 

campaign for BJP. 
Digant Sompura, Convenor 
of the Foreign Contact De-

partment said, “Whenever 
elections are to be held in In-
dia, people from across the 
World have their eyes on it. 
Especially when the elections 
are in Gujarat, the excitement 
and curiosity increase due 
to PM Modi’s Gujarat con-
nection.” This time with the 
entry of the AAP in Gujarat 
and the triangular fight, peo-
ple are all the more curious 
about the Gujarat elections. 

Gujaratis across the world 
have a special connection 
with their home state and 
they do regularly give do-
nations in their villages for 
the construction of schools, 
libraries and other develop-
ment works and hence they 
have earned respect and a 
special position amongst 
their fellow villagers. Using 
this, the non-resident Gujara-

tis will campaign in the state 
and ask their villagers to vote 
in maximum numbers for the 
BJP. 

Sompura added, “There 
are about 20 lakh Indians 
residing in USA, out of 
which about 11-12 lac are Gu-
jaratis. All these Gujaratis in 
the USA have a special con-
nection with their home state 
and hence more and more 
people are trying to come to 
the state and will be cam-
paigning for BJP. As per an 
estimate, the number of NRIs 
coming here for campaigning 
will be 25,000.” 

Dr Vasudev Patel, National 
Organisation Secretary of 
BJP in the USA said, “We 
have the long-sightedness 
of PM Narendra Modi who 
knows what is the power and 
support of NRI’s. 

Ahead of Gujarat polls, actor-
turned-politician Ravi Kishan 
released his ‘Gujarat ma Modi 
che’ song on Friday. 

The BJP MP from Gorakhpur 
and Bhojpuri film actor, Ravi 
Kishan, released on social me-
dia his Gujarati-Bhojpuri mix 
rap song ‘Gujarat ma Modi che’ 
(Modi is in Gujarat) which has 
been composed by Mrutunjay 
and its music director is Munna 
Mishra.

The entire song is about Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s hon-
esty and his policies against 
nepotism and corruption.  The 

song describes the development 
in Gujarat, Mahatma Gandhi 
and the heritage of Sardar Patel 
and Somnath Dwarka. 

The images of PM Modi, 
Gujarat chief minister Bhu-
pendra Patel and Ravi Kishan 
may be seen on the song’s 
poster with the text ‘Bhaiya 
ho, Gujarat ma Modi che’. 
Besides, a tall statue of Sardar 
Vallabhai Patel with a BJP logo 
on the poster may also be seen. 

The song will become popu-
lar among Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar’s people living in Gu-
jarat, Ravi Kishan’s admirers 
said. The song was released 
after Bhojpuri folk singer Neha 

Singh Rathore released a song 
titled ‘Gujarat me ka ba’ in 
which she slammed the BJP 
government over the recent 
Morbi bridge collapse which 
killed hun-
dreds of 
people. 

The song 
is giving a 
befitting 
reply to the 
opposition 
parties in 
the poll-
bound 
western 
state who are asking “what is 
there in Gujarat”, they added. 
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NRIs to visit Gujarat for election 
campaigning for BJP

Ravi Kishan’s ‘Gujarat ma 
Modi che’ rap song out now

‘RAHUL GANDHI NEEDS TO DO CONGRESS 
JODO,’ SAYS HARDIK PATEL

By the people
DELHIITES STRUGGLE WITH FAKE PROMISES, LOST HOPE 

The upcoming mu-
nicipal elections in 
the national capital 

are going to witness a high-
stakes triangular battle be-
tween the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP), and the Indian 
National Congress (INC). 

While the BJP has been 
controlling the reigns of the 
MCD for the past 15 years, 
AAP’s stunning rise in pow-
er has left the voters yearn-
ing for a positive change. As 
Delhi prepares to vote, The 
Daily Guardian reached out 
to the primary stakeholders, 
i.e., the voters on the ground, 
and asked them what the 
main issues they will be 
thinking about before cast-
ing their ballots and who 
they believe will win.

We first spoke to the people 
in Badarpur and asked them 
their opinion on the upcom-
ing MCD elections. Badar-

pur, which has been in the 
centre of politics for its poor 
waste management, told a 
story beyond what meets the 
eye on a daily basis.

Droupadi, an elderly wom-
an sitting on a cot in Badar-
pur slums, said, “All these 
political parties make fake 
promises. They (the officers) 
come, write our names, ask 
about our problems, and 
then vanish. We have been 
living in jhuggis for years. 
There is no proper place to 
stay, and there are no clean 
washrooms. We are lying on 
roads and spending our lives 
in misery.”

Murti, a middle-aged wom-
an, said, “Nobody does any-
thing for us. Meetings take 
place, but nothing comes 

out of these meetings. An-
other woman, named Maya, 
revealed, “The water bill 
comes to around Rs 1 lakh a 
month and the electricity bill 
comes to around Rs 4,000 a 
month. We don’t have any 
male members in the family. 
We are ensuring our liveli-
hood by selling pottery.”

Reshma, showing us the 
conditions under which her 
family and the others have 
been living in Badarpur 
slums, said, “Nobody listens 
to our problems. There has 
been an infestation of den-
gue and malaria. Our kids 
get sick every other day. No-
body picks up the garbage. 
Even the man gutter has not 
been cleaned for days. When 
it rains, the water reaches 

our knees, yet nobody comes 
for our help. Just the other 
day, a kid died by falling in 
a bog.”

As we reached the main 
market in Badarpur, the 
residents opened up about 
a plethora of concerns that 
had been neglected by the 
authorities. Sharma Jee, 
a vegetable vendor in the 
main market, said, “There 
is garbage all around and 
not even a single dustbin.” 
When asked who he would 
be voting for in the upcom-
ing elections, he responded 
that it would depend on the 
candidate. 

Dinesh, a middle-aged man 
in the market, expressed, 
“We are struggling with 
a lot of issues. The entire 

area is filled with garbage. 
Stray animals, from cows to 
monkeys, roam around on 
the main road, disturbing 
day-to-day lives. There is 
no parking in the area. An-
other problem is the lack of 
education.  While there is a 
school building in the area, 
no education takes place in-
side it, adding further, “all 
of the politicians make fake 
promises.”

In Prem Nagar’s Lal Kuan, 
the local residents raised 
the issue of demolitions. A 
distressed woman named 
Shashi opened up about how 
her house has been demol-
ished three times in the past 
month. Shashi revealed that 
the authorities began the re-
cent demolition drive when 

her two kids were study-
ing inside their home. She 
has covered her house with 
cloth, which poses a grave 
risk to her children and the 
safety of women. She went 
on to say that her husband 
has been depressed for the 
last few years as a result of 
this. While they reached out 
to the local MLAs of all three 
parties, nobody came to their 
rescue. Other women in the 
area raised concerns like 
robbery, drug addiction, and 
unemployment.

In Malviya Nagar, the lo-
cals spoke about concerns 
like parking and pollution.

Speaking to our team, Baba 
of Baba Ka Dhaba hit out at 
the Arvind Kejriwal-led 
AAP government and said 

that he is likely to win the 
upcoming polls since he has 
promised freebies and lucra-
tive offers like free electricity 
and water to everyone. He 
further stated that parking is 
a major bone of contention in 
the area.

Bhola, a migrant worker, 
stated, “Pollution is a con-
cern, but what about the 
labour class? Our work has 
been put on hold.” When 
asked who will come to pow-
er in the upcoming elections, 
he responded that whoever 
will do good work will come 
to power.”

Another local resident, 
Budh Sainik, stated that the 
AAP is not worth voting for 
and that the BJP is doing a 
good job in the area.  

DEVELOPMENT AND MODI SYNONYMOUS, 
SAY LOCALS OF PM’S HOMETOWN
The town of Gujarat’s Vad-
nagar rose to fame after its 

local Nar-
endra Modi 
w e n t  o n 
to become 
the Prime 
Minister of 
the coun-
try. It was 
at the very 
railway 
station in 
Vadnagar, 

where a young Narendra 
sold tea with his late father. It 

seems for the people of Vad-
nagar, the name of Narendra 
Modi still remains the biggest 
factor whether it be the elec-
tions in Gujarat or when it 
comes to leading the country. 
The Western Railway (WR) 
has introduced a new daily 
intercity express between 
Valsad and Vadnagar, a long 
pending demand which was 
fulfilled early this month. 
A traveller Sanjeev said, 
“For us, it’s very convenient 
because the train comes and 
goes on time.” 

Valsad-Vadnagar-Valsad 
Intercity Express leaves 

Valsad daily at 05.45 am 
and reaches Vadnagar at 
12.45 pm, on the same day. 
Similarly, Train No. 19010 
Vadnagar- Valsad Intercity-
Express departs from Vad-
nagar daily at 16.45 hours 
and reaches Valsad at 
00.35 hours, the next day. 
Praveen, another traveller 
said, “There is a need for 
more trains to run from 
here. This will save the travel 
cost and also make travelling 
a good experience.” 

Kailash Panchal who was 
travelling this route for the 
first time said it was a nice 

experience for her. “I am 
travelling for the first time 
on this route but it is an 
amazing experience I want 
to thank Prime Minister 
Modi for this,” she said. 

Bharatbhai, another travel-
ler said that more trains are 
now needed to be started. 
“The Modi government has 
established a medical college 
and Hospital and people are 
getting free medical treat-
ment here. A train has been 
started and now another 
train will also be started to 
Ambaji which is making us 
very happy,” he said. 
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RAHIL NORA CHOPRA

CONGRESS’ 
RAJASTHAN 
CRISIS 
Factionalism seems to be 
intensifying in Rajasthan 
Congress after the res-
ignation of Ajay Maken. 
The differences of big 
leaders in Congress were 
evident and also clearly 
visible and will be noticed 
too in the Sardarshahar 
by-election which will be 
held on 5 December. Sa-
chin Pilot was absent  in 
the nomination meeting 
of Congress candidate 
Anil Sharma along with 
CM Ashok Gehlot and 
State President Govind 
Singh Dotasara.  The 
party central leadership 
is in no haste to effect 
a leadership change as 
demanded by Sachin 
Pilot, who is eyeing Chief 
Minister Gehlot’s chair, 
even as Maken made it 
clear his discontent. The 
leadership fears that any 
decision to change Gehlot 
at this juncture would 
trigger infighting in the 
Rajasthan unit, especially 
at a time the Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi’s 
Bharat Jodo Yatra will 
enter Rajasthan in the 
first week of December. 

CONTEST IN YADAV’S 
HOME TURF 
As Samajwadi Party 
has announced the name 
of Shivpal Singh Yadav as 
one of its campaigners 
for the Mainpuri bypolls, 
it is followed by SP 
president Akhilesh Yadav 
and his wife and party 
candidate Dimple meet-
ing his uncle and PSPL 
chief Shivpal Yadav. The 
by-election to the seat 
became a priority much 
after the demise of SP 
patron Mulayam Singh 
Yadav, and the constitu-
ency is considered to be 
the party’s stronghold. 
Shivpal’s role in the elec-
tion is utmost required as 
his assembly constituen-
cy Jaswantnagar comes 
under the Mainpuri Lok 
Sabha constituency, 
from where he has been 
elected six times. Shiv-
pal’s campaigning in fa-
vour of Dimple is, hence, 
considered important as 
the BJP has nominated 
Raghuraj Singh Shakya, 
who was once a close 
aide of Shivpal Yadav.  

MISSING CONGRESS 
IN GUJARAT 
The Congress seems to 
be remarkably missing 
from the picture, with 
Arvind Kejriwal’s AAP 
leading quite a noticeable 
and aggressive campaign 
against the saffron party 
in their own backyard 
and evidently  telling the 
public not to vote for Con-
gress in the upcoming 
election. The Delhi chief 
minister urged people not 
to waste their votes and 
claimed that Congress 
has been collapsing com-
pletely. While Congress 
has decided to return to 
basics with booth-level 
management and door-
to-door campaigns. The 
party›s message on the 
ground is centred around 
two campaigns- "Con-
gress Nu Kaam Bole 
Che› (Congress›s work 
speaks) and ‹Congress 
ke 8 Vachan› (Congress›s 
eight promises). 

The money divide in Delhi is too acute: Too many people live in iinhuman conditions in the national capital. 
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Former Congress leader 
Hardik Patel, who quit the 
party in June and joined the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 
said that Rahul Gandhi needs 
to undertake a “Congress 
Jodo” exercise instead of the 
ongoing “Bharat Jodo Yatra”. 

When asked about Rahul 
Gandhi doing a rally in poll-
bound Gujrat, Patel said, 
“Congress should first do 
Congress Jodo instead of the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra. The ques-
tion is whether Rahul Gandhi 
will come after the elections 
or before the elections. The 
people of Gujarat do not want 
to entertain Congress.” “I 
have been in the Congress and 
I know that the Congress has 
always insulted the Gujaratis 

and raised questions on the 
identity and pride of Gujarat. 
The people of Gujarat have 
never accepted Congress and 
will never do also. There is no 
comparison or fight between 
BJP with the Congress. Our 
motive is to take our model 
of development further,” he 
added. 

Hardik Patel is fighting the 
assembly election on a BJP 
ticket from Gujarat’s Viram-
gam.  About the election, he 
said, “I’ll work to shoulder the 
responsibility given to me by 
BJP. My effort will be to win 
from Viramgam by taking ev-
eryone together. I’m confident 
that the people of Viramgam 
will make the BJP candidate 
win.” Patel had earlier said 
that he has joined the BJP to 
work. “I will work as a small 

soldier. I have never put forth 
any demands before anyone 
for any post. I am joining the 
BJP to work. When people are 
connecting with the ongoing 
development works in the 
country under the leadership 
of PM Modi, then I should 
also do the same. PM Modi is 
the pride of the entire world,” 
Patel had said in June. 

Patel catapulted to the polit-
ical centre stage in 2015 when 
he spearheaded the Patidar 
reservation agitation in Gu-
jarat, building the campaign 
in the run-up to the 2017 state 
Assembly elections.  Initially, 
Patel demanded the OBC sta-
tus for the Patidar commu-
nity. Subsequently, it was 
transformed into a demand 
for reservations for the Eco-
nomically Weaker Section 

(EWS). His emergence on 
the political scene in the state 
put the then Chief Minister 
Anandiben Patel in a spot. 
In 2016, Anandiben Patel 
announced her resignation 
from the post. 

Ahead of the 2019 Lok Sab-
ha elec-
tions, Pa-
tel joined 
Congress 
i n  t h e 
presence 
of Rahul 
Gandhi. 
He, was 
then, ap-
pointed 
a s  t h e 
work-
ing president of the Gujarat 
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee in Gujarat in 2020. 

DELHI DECIDES

MCD POLLS

BJP promises phone app for MCD

Former state president 
of BJP and convener of 
the Corporation Election 
Manifesto Committee, 
Satish Upadhyay on Friday 
released another resolu-
tion point of BJP towards 
the people of Delhi. It may 

be recalled that a few days 
back the party had issued a 
special promissory note for 
the slum dwellers of Delhi.

Upadhyay said that the 
BJP is collecting sugges-
tions for the manifesto by 
going among the people 
through various mediums, 
apart from groups related 
to RWAs, business and 

industrial organizations, 
youth and women; we also 
have direct dialogue with 
villagers, self-employed 
people, corporation work-
ers etc. 

So far, more than 61000 
people of Delhi have sent 
suggestions to us through 
the website and What-
sApp number issued by the 

Ministry.  BJP’s theme of 
“Sabki Delhi Sabke Suraj” 
is becoming very popular 
among the people. Upad-
hyay said that after the 
suggestions received from 
the public and the discus-
sion with the party leader-
ship, we have taken a deci-
sion that – on the strength 
of the love and blessings 

of the public, the BJP will 
again get the opportunity 
to serve in the corporation. 
And the first decision will 
be to make it paperless and 
digitize all the services of 
the corporation in a better 
way.

He said that by 31 March 
2023, we will  make a 
phone app for the Munici-

pal Corporation of Delhi 
and through that, all the 
services of the corporation 
will be easily available to 
the public sitting at home. 
The App will be known as 
“My MCD App”. As a result 
of this, the common man 
will not have to go around 
the corporation’s office for 
his small work.
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A day after a Delhi court extended the police custody of Aaf-
tab Amin Poonawalla, the accused in the horrific Shraddha 
Murder case, Delhi police officials are making efforts to re-
trieve chats between Aftab and Shraddha, and others during 
the period of the crime.

According to sources connected with the Delhi Police’s 
technical investigation cell, the Delhi Police is attempting to 
recover chats between Aaftab and Shraddha and others dur-
ing the time of the crime. The police may also request that 
the accused’s social networking and messaging application 
platforms share chat details.

Telecom operators will be written to, in order to trace the 
past locations of Shraddha and Aaftab’s cell phones, before 
and after 18 May, the day of the murder, they said.

“Investigators may approach Google to retrieve the internet 
history of Aaftab,” they added.

The police have yet to find the weapon used by the accused 
to chop the body. The stuff recovered from the house has been 
sent for forensic examination, according to the sources.

The accused, Aaftab Amin Poonawalla, was on Thursday 
produced before a Delhi court through video conferencing 
after five days in custody. The court extended his police cus-
tody for another five days.

Aaftab is accused of strangling his live-in partner, Shraddha 
Walker, and chopping her body into 35 pieces.

In the Shraddha Walkar 
murder case, a Delhi 
court has ordered Ro-

hini Forensic Science Lab 
to conduct a narco test on 
accused Aaftab Poonawala 
within five days.

The court directed the in-
vestigation officer (IO) not 
to use any third-degree mea-
sures. Aaftab has been held 
in police custody for five 
days. Metropolitan magis-
trate Vijayshree Rathore of 
Saket Court allowed the ap-
plication seeking permission 
for the narcoanalysis test of 
accused Aaftab.

The court allowed the plea 
after noting the consent of 
the accused through Legal 
Aid Counsel Harshit Sagar. 
The accused was produced 
through videoconferencing 
(VC).

“The FSL, Rohini, is direct-
ed to allow the IO for con-
ducting the Narco Analysis 
Test of the accused within 

five days from today,” the 
court said in an order passed 
on Thursday.

The court also directed the 
investigation officer (IO) not 
to use any other third-degree 
measures. MLC must be pre-
pared in accordance with the 
rules.

During the proceedings, 
the accused was informed 
about the Narco Analysis 
Test and its implications.

He was also informed that 
because he is not appearing 

in court today and his con-
sent for the Narcos Analy-
sis Test is being sought via 
video conferencing mode 
via video conferencing Meet, 
his consent will be recorded 
through his Legal Aid Coun-
sel, Harshit Sagar, who was 
appointed in his behalf on 
November 14, 2022.

“Because the accused has 
consented to a narcotics 
analysis test, the application 
moved on behalf of the IO is 
allowed,” the court said.

At this stage, the IO has 
submitted that he has to seek 
permission from the FSL 
Department, Rohini, Delhi, 
for conducting the narcotics 
analysis test on the accused. 
Thereafter, the court di-
rected the lab to 
conduct the test 
within 5 days.

A Delhi court 
on Thursday 
extended the 
police custody 
o f  a c c u s e d 
A f t ab  A m i n 
Poonawala for 
five more days in the Shrad-
dha murder case. The court 
also granted the accused’s 
request for a narco test.

He was produced before 
the court through VC after 
five days of police custody. 
He was arrested on Satur-
day.

Metropolitan magistrate 
Aviral Shukla of Saket court 
had extended the police cus-
tody of Aaftab Poonawala 
for the next five days after 

the submission of the police.
Delhi moved an applica-

tion seeking an extension of 
police custody for ten days.

According to sources Delhi 
Police submitted before the 
court that the investigation 

is going on. The accused is to 
be taken to Uttrakhand and 
Himachal Pradesh where he 
went with Shraddha.

Delhi police submitted 
that further custodial inter-
rogation of the accused is 
required to unearth the en-
tire case and to collect the 
evidence.

Earlier, the court had al-
lowed applications seeking 
the appearance of Aaftab 
through VC.

national securitybilateral discussion 

in the capital

delhi court orders aaftab’s narco 
test within 5 days, no third degree

aaftab accompanied shraddha 
to hospital: mumbai doctor 

NIA DG Dinkar Gupta lauds Centre’s 
‘Zero-tolerance policy on terrorism’

amit shah raises attack on minorities 
and temples issues with bangladesh

l-g asks kejriwal to remove jasmine shah as vice 
chairman, dialogue and development commission
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Aaftab Poonawala in police custody.

Amit Shah chairing the first session on ‘Global Trends in Terrorist 
Financing and Terrorism’ on the occasion of 3rd 'No Money for 
Terror' Ministerial Conference on Friday.

Police make efforts 
to retrieve chats of 
Aaftab with victim 
and friends

Delhi police team reaches Mumbai 
for investigation

A team of Delhi Police offi-
cers has reached Vasai in the 
Palghar area of Maharashtra 
to investigate the sensational 
Shraddha Walker murder 
case.

The three-member team 
of Delhi police met with offi-
cials of the Manikpur police 
of Maharashtra and sought 
their assistance in the inves-
tigation of the case. The po-
lice team is likely to record 
the statements of friends of 
Aaftab and Shraddha, and 
also their mutual friends. 

“We are making a list of 
people, including relatives, 
friends, and mutual friends, 
with the help of Manikpur 
police to record their state-
ments in connection to the 
case,” said a Delhi police of-
ficer.

The statements of their 
family members are also 
likely to be recorded, accord-
ing to officials.

A team of senior officials 
of the Delhi Police is carry-
ing out an investigation on 
various clues and angles to 
solve the Shraddha murder 
case allegedly perpetrated 
by her live-in partner, Aaftab 

Poonawalla.
The team is also conduct-

ing searches at Chhatarpur 
and nearby areas of Delhi for 
missing pieces of the victim’s 
body, including the skull.

The police, after arrest-
ing the accused on Friday, 
claimed that the accused 
was high on marijuana on 
the night of the incident and 
that an argument between 
him and the victim, Shrad-
dha Walker, led to the latter’s 
killing.

The accused allegedly 
lingered beside her body 
all night and smoked mari-
juana, official sources with 

Delhi police said.
Official sources associated 

with the technical investiga-
tion cell of the Delhi police 
claimed that the police are 
trying to retrieve chats be-
tween Aaftab and Shraddha 
and others during the period 
of the crime.

The police may also re-
quest that so-
cial networking 
and messag-
ing application 
platforms used 
by the accused 
share chat de-
tails, sources 
said.

The doctor who treated the 
Mumbai girl, Shraddha, for 
acute shoulder and back pain 
in the year 2020, on Friday, 
said that the accused Aaftab 
accompanied her when she 
was brought to the hospital.

She was admitted to Ozone 
Multispecialty Hospital of 
Nalasopara in 2020 for acute 
back and shoulder pain. 
“Shraddha was brought to 
the hospital on 3 Decem-
ber 2020, and was admit-
ted for four days. She had 
complained of severe back 
and shoulder pain with ra-
diculopathy. Dr Shiv Prasad 
Shinde, who treated Shrad-
dha at Ozone Multispecialty 
Hospital in Nalasopara, told 
the press, “She did not reveal 
the cause of the injuries.”

He said, “Shraddha had 
come with Aaftab for treat-
ment.”

“We did not find any ex-
ternal injury marks on her 
body, and Aaftab was with 
her at the time of admission,” 
said Shinde.

Earlier, a photo of Shrad-
dha with minor bruises on 
her nose and near her right 
eye was also shared by her 
friends with local media in 
Mumbai. They claimed that 
she was hospitalised after the 
assault by Aaftab.

“She used to complain 
about Aaftab and his addic-
tion. He would often fight 
with her and beat her too,” 
claimed Shraddha’s friend 
Rahul Rai.

The National Investigation 
Agency’s (NIA) Director 
General, Dinkar Gupta, 
said on Friday that terrorist 
activities have declined sig-
nificantly in the country in 
the last eight years under the 
leadership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

“It is an honour for me to 
welcome Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi; Sir, your 
zero-tolerance policy toward 
terrorism, the whole-of-gov-
ernment approach, and your 
strong and resolute leader-
ship have brought about a 

remarkable change in the 
security scenario of the 
country,” NIA DG said while 
speaking at the 3rd Ministe-
rial Conference on Coun-
tering Terrorist Financing. 
Lauding the Center’s zero-
tolerance policy toward ter-
rorism, Dinkar Gupta said, 
“It has brought a remark-
able change in the security 
scenario of the country.”

He further emphasized 
that the policies of the gov-
ernment have cut off fi-
nancing and other forms of 
support provided to terror 
activities.

“There has been a signifi-
cant reduction in terrorist 

activities in India during the 
leadership of PM Modi in the 
last eight years. There has 
also been a large decrease in 
the overall economic impact 
of terrorism in India during 
this period,” he added.

The conference provides 
a unique platform for par-
ticipating nations and or-
ganisations to deliberate on 
the effectiveness of the cur-
rent international regime on 
counter-terrorism financing 
as well as the steps required 
to address emerging chal-
lenges. PM Modi inaugu-
rated the two-day confer-
ence and stressed the need 
to focus on organised crime.

On the margins of the ‘No 
Money for Terror’ confer-
ence on Friday, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah raised 
issues of attacks on minori-
ties and temples in Ban-
gladesh during a bilateral 
discussion with his Bangla-
deshi counterpart, Asaduz-
zaman Khan, sources said.

According to sources, 
both sides had produc-
tive exchanges on border 
management and common 
security-related issues dur-
ing the conference. Earlier in 

July, the homes of the Hindu 
minorities were set on fire 
in the Sahapara area of Lo-
hagara, Narail, according 

to the Daily Star. The mobs 
went on a rampage after Fri-
day prayers, saying that an 
18-year-old man from the 

neighbourhood hurt their 
religious feelings on Face-
book.

The Bangladesh National 
Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC) condemned 
the communal act and said 
that the violence in a “secu-
lar country” is not acceptable 
under any circumstances.

In its order, the commis-
sion directed the Home Min-
istry to probe whether there 
was negligence in preventing 
the situation of an unwanted 
attack and whether the po-
lice played a proper role in 
controlling the situation, as 
per media reports.

top of the day

gold worth  
rs 38 lakhs 
seized at kochi
KOCHI: Customs depart-
ment’s Air Intelligence 
Unit (AIU) on Friday seized 
around 422 grams of gold 
worth more than Rs 38 
lakh at the Kochi airport. 
The gold was brought in 
rings and in the form of 
paste inside innerwear. “In 
order not to be recognized, 
a special pocket was 
made in the underwear 
and gold was sewn inside 
of that,” the customs 
said. It was seized from 
passengers coming from 
Dubai.

pm modi to visit 
arunachal to 
inaugurate new 
airport
NEW DELHI: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will 
visit Arunachal Pradesh 
and Uttar Pradesh on 19 
November, said a press 
release by Prime Minis-
ter’s Office on Thursday. 
At around 9:30 AM, Prime 
Minister will inaugu-
rate Donyi Polo Airport, 
Itanagar and dedicate 600 
MW Kameng Hydro Power 
Station to the Nation. 
After that, he will reach 
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, 
where he will inaugurate 

‘Kashi Tamil Sangamam’ 
at around 2 PM, added 
the press release. In a key 
step to boost connectivity 
in the Northeast, Prime 
Minister will inaugurate 
the first greenfield airport 
in Arunachal Pradesh - 
Donyi Polo Airport, 
Itanagar.

adani denies 
report of 
opening foreign 
offices
NEW DELHI: Adani group 
refuted the report of 
Bloomberg news claim-
ing that Adani Group 
Chairman Gautam Adani 
is considering opening a 
family office in Dubai or 
New York. “There is no 
truth to this claim. Neither 
Mr Adani nor the Adani 
Family has any plan or is 
in consultations to open a 
family office overseas. It 
is extremely unfortunate 
that this baseless report 
by Bloomberg has trig-
gered a flood of needless 
and avoidable speculation 
in the media,” the press 
release said.

give free tools 
to farmers to 
prevent stubble 
burning: nhrc
NEW DELHI: The National 
Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC) on Friday held 
a third round of meeting 
through video conferenc-
ing with the Chief Secre-
taries of Delhi, Haryana, 
Punjab and Uttar Pradesh 
and asked them to give 
a detailed report on how 
to prevent air pollution 
in the Delhi-NCR region. 
The meeting was held 
with Chief Secretaries of 
four states through video 
conferencing under the 
chairmanship of NHRC 
Chairman Justice Mishra 
regarding air pollution as 
the NCR region continues 
to be covered with a heavy 
blanket of smog. In the 
last hearing, the Chief 
Secretaries of Punjab, 
Haryana, Delhi and Uttar 
Pradesh were summoned 
to control air pollution in 
Delhi NCR. In thw meeting, 
all the secretaries, while 
sharing the report, pre-
sented many more facts 
on the same issues. 
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in the courts
ViDEO cONfERENciNG call 
faciliTy caN’T bE pROViDED 
TO iNmaTEs: DElhi jail TO hc
NEW DELHI: The Delhi jail authorities on 
Friday informed the Delhi High court that due 
to security reasons, the video conferencing 
call facility cannot be provided to jail inmates 
whose relatives are abroad.

Jail authorities also filed a status report on 
the plea moved by Natasha Narwal and others. 
The petitioners have sought video conferencing 
(VC) call facility to jail inmates to talk to their 
relatives abroad.

Justice Yashwant Varma adjourned the 
matter for 9 February, 2023, as the standing 
counsel for Delhi Prison Gautam Narayan was 
busy in the Supreme Court.

During the hearing, the counsel for petition-
ers submitted that the matter was filed when 
Natasha Narwal was lodged in Jail Number 6 
of Tihar.

She also submitted that still the VC call facil-
ity has not been provided to inmates till date.

sc juDGE REcusEs 
himsElf fROm hEaRiNG 
plEa challENGiNG 
ExTENsiON Of ED DiREcTOR
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court judge 
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul on Friday recused 
himself from hearing a plea challenging the 
Central Government’s decision of extending 
the term of the ED Director Sanjay Kumar 
Mishra.

The court directed to list the matter before 
another bench of this court. The court said 
that as the counsel expressed some urgency, 
the matter be placed before the Chief Justice 
of India for appropriate direction.

One of the counsels apprised the court 
about the latest developments that the 
tenure of Sanjay Kumar Mishra has been 
extended to another year recently.

The court was hearing various pleas chal-
lenging the Central Government’s decision 
to extend the term of the ED Director Sanjay 
Kumar Mishra by one more year.

shraddha 
murder case

shraddha 
murder case

Delhi Lieutenant Governor VK 
Saxena has asked Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal to remove Jasmine 
Shah from the post of Vice Chair-
man of the Dialogue and Develop-
ment Commission (DDC) for alleg-
edly misusing his office for political 
purposes.

In the order dated 17 November, 
the Lt. Governor also directed the 
Chief Minister to restrict Jasmine 
Shah from “discharging his du-
ties” as the vice chairman of DDC 
and from using any “privileges 
and facilities” associated with the 
office of Vice Chairman, DDC, with 
immediate effect till a “decision is 
taken by the CM” in this regard, the 
L-G office said on Friday. The of-

fice chamber of the Vice Chairman, 
DDC, at 33, Shamnath Marg in Del-
hi has been sealed “in order to pre-
vent access to the premises.” “An 
administrative order to this effect 
was issued by the planning depart-
ment of the Delhi Government on 
Thursday, in compliance of which 
the SDM, Civil Lines, sealed the of-
fice premises of DDC late Thursday 
night,” the L-G office said.

The order stated, “Via order No. 
2/12/P1g/DDCD/2022/10895-
10900 dated 17 November,2022, 
the Hon’ble Lt. Governor of 
GNCTD has ordered that Jasmine 
Shah be restricted from discharge 
of functions as Vice Chairman, 
DDCD and from using any privi-
leges and facilities connected with 
the office of VC, DDCD with imme-
diate effect.” 
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Seven persons were arrested 
and a total of 13.976 kg of cha-
ras were seized by the Chan-
digarh Zonal Unit of the Nar-
cotics Control Bureau (NCB 
CZU) during the special 
drive launched against the 
interstate drug syndicates 
during the recent Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly Election, 
the NCB said.

The polling for the Him-
achal Pradesh Assembly 
elections was conducted 
peacefully. In a press release, 
the Chandigarh unit of the 
Narcotics Control Bureau in-
formed the public about the 
special drive against inter-
state drug syndicates, dur-
ing the Himachal Pradesh 
Assembly Election 2022. 
NCB CZU busted three inter-
state gangs during the drive 
because they had interstate 
connections.

Briefing about the seizures 
and arrests, the NCB CZU in-
formed that the NCB Chandi-
garh Unit seized 4.424 kg of 
charas and arrested 2 people 
on 20 October.

Meanwhile, the NCB Chan-
digarh Unit seized 8.604 kg 
of charas and arrested three 
people in connection with the 
case on 5 November. And, on 
14 November, the NCB Chan-
digarh Unit seized 0.948 kg of 
charas in Himachal Pradesh 
and arrested two people.

All these arrests and sei-
zures have been made in the 

state of Himachal Pradesh, 
and further investigation is 
underway in all these cases, 
the NCB said.

The statement stated that 
during the raids, seizures 
worth Rs 5,86,950 in Indian 
currency, and the currency of 
UAE worth 2850/- dirhams 
were made.

The release further in-
formed that the NCB Chan-
digarh Unit has also seized 
2 live bullets, 1 cash counting 
machine, 250 grams of silver 
coin, 20 branded watches, 2 
laptops, 5 pen drives, 7 sim 
cards, 5 mobile phones, fi-
nancial documents, 17 grams 
of opium and a small quantity 
of heroin during the course 
o busting the international 
heroin syndicate.

The press release is signed 
by the Deputy Director Gen-
eral of the Northern Region 
of the Narcotics Control Bu-
reau, Gyaneshwar Singh.

Meanwhile, on Thursday at 
the Chandigarh NCB Office, 
the Deputy Director Gen-
eral of the Northern Region, 
Gyaneshwar Singh, held a 
press conference. Speaking 
about the drive that con-
tinued after the Himachal 
Pradesh election concluded, 
he informed that on Novem-
ber 15, the NCB CZU busted 
an international heroin syn-
dicate having a hub in the 
Ludhiana district of Punjab. 
In this case, the NCB seized 
20.326 kilos of suspected her-
oin and arrested one person.

Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar at-
tended the 83rd Meeting of 
the Forum of Regulators on 
Friday.

At the meeting, Khattar 
said Haryana has done re-
markable work in the elec-
tricity sector and is among 
the leading states in the 
country. He also mentioned 
the state government’s 
“Mhara Gaon and Jagmag 
Gaon Yojana,” which aims 
to provide 24-hour electric-
ity in the villages. Notably, 
more than 80 percent of vil-
lages in Haryana are getting 
electricity around the corner.

After becoming the Chief 
Minister in 2014, he ap-
pealed to the people of the 
state to pay the electricity 
bill, and the people cooper-
ated with the chief minister’s 
request.

Electricity line losses in 
the state were 29 percent in 
2014, which have now been 
reduced to 14 percent, there-
by saving about Rs 6,000 
crore for the exchequer. All 
four electricity corporations 
in Haryana are reporting 
gains today.

“Our government did not 
increase the rates of elec-
tricity in the last 8 years but 
brought relief to the people 
by reducing the rates of elec-
tricity. Remarkable prog-
ress has also been made in 
the power infrastructure. 
Rooftop Solar Policy has 
been implemented to pro-
mote the use of solar energy 
in government buildings,” 
Khattar said.

Further, talking about solar 
power, the CM said 30,000 
connections have been giv-
en to citizens and work is in 
progress for another 50,000 
units.
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WAR AGAINST DRUGS

IN HARYANA

7 ARRESTED BY NARCOTICS BUREAU 
AMIDST HIMACHAL ELECTION

CM Khattar attends 
83rd Meeting of Forum 
of Regulators

CABINET DECISION PGIMER

The Punjab Cabinet, 
led by Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann, 

has given its approval to 
the notification for imple-
menting the Old Pension 
Scheme (OPS) in the state.

The decision was taken 
at a meeting of the coun-
cil of ministers held under 
the leadership of the Chief 
Minister. A spokesperson 
for the Chief Minister’s 
Office said the decision 
will benefit over 1.75 lakh 
government employees. 
About 1.26 lakh employees 
are already covered under 
the existing Old Pension 

Scheme.
The spokesperson said 

the state government has 
approved the old pension 
scheme for its employees 
currently covered under 
the new pension scheme 
(NPS), fulfilling a long 
pending demand of state 
employees.

The spokesperson said 
the scheme is expected to 

benefit more than 4, 100 
employees in the next five 
years alone.

“The scheme is aimed at 
safeguarding the future 
of government employees 
and recognizing their im-
mense contribution to-
wards the state. In order 
to ensure that the scheme 
being introduced is finan-
cially sustainable for the 
exchequer in future also, 
the state government will 
be contributing proactively 
towards creation of a pen-
sion corpus which will ser-
vice the pension in future 
to the beneficiaries of the 
scheme,” the spokesperson 
said. This contribution to-
wards the pension corpus 

will be Rs 1,000 crore per 
annum initially and will 
gradually increase in fu-
ture. In addition to this, the 
current accumulated cor-
pus with NPS is Rs 16,746 
crore for which the state 
government will request 
Pension Fund Regulatory 
and Development Author-
ity (PFRDA) to refund this 
amount for effective utiliza-
tion at its end.

The cabinet reiterated 
its firm commitment that 
the scheme will be made 
self-sustainable from the 
resources available with 
the exchequer adding that 
under no circumstance, the 
future of employees’ will be 
jeopardized.

PUNJAB TO IMPLEMENT 
OLD PENSION SCHEME

Couch for blood donors that will 
mitigate vasovagal reactions

TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH 

Dr. Suchet Sachdeva
CM Bhagwant Mann

Professor Suchet Sachde-
va of the Department of 
Transfusion Medicine was 
the first in India to invent 
and patent a technique that 
would make blood dona-
tion simple for both donors 
and doctors. He created a 
couch that will work on the 
donor’s calf muscles. Calf 
muscles have a peripheral 
heart that circulates the 
blood back into the body, 
which mitigates the chanc-
es of having vertigo in the 
donor.

Prof. Dr. Sachdeva had 
this patent done on 7 Oc-
tober 2021, with the pat-
ent grant number 378839, 
and the prototype is still in 
process. PGIMER awarded 
this research and patent at 
the first number on the an-

nual research day, where 
more than 500 research 
papers are presented. Prof. 
Sachdeva tells the TDG 
about this groundbreak-
ing research and how it 
will improve the safety of 
noble blood donors. It is an 
ergonomic modification to 
the traditional blood donor 
couch that incorporates a 
gentle massage to the blood 
donor’s calf muscles (pe-

ripheral heart) to aid in the 
pumping of venous return 
to the central heart.

He added further that 
this is basically a good-
will gesture towards the 
noble blood donor. In a 
normal, healthy person, 
the central heart pumps 
the volume received from 
the venous return into the 
arteries for the supply of 
oxygen. Therefore, the low 

oxygen supply to the brain 
is circumvented, and the 
development of vasovagal 
reactions is mitigated. The 
drop in blood pressure that 
is experienced during vaso-
vagal reactions is prevent-
ed by the enhancement of 
the pumping of blood into 
the arteries by the heart. 
Finally, the donor’s anxiety 
toward the needle is divert-
ed by the gentle massage, 
and thus the vasovagal re-
actions that develop due to 
psychological factors are 
also attenuated, he con-
cluded.

The Institute celebrated 
its 9th Annual Research 
Day on Friday, November 
18, 2022. The faculty dis-
played their best published 
research papers from the 
previous three years in the 
Zakir Hall of the Institute.



Punjab orders quarterly insPection of 
gun houses 
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Punjab Director General of 
Police (DGP) Gaurav Yadav 
on Friday ordered a manda-
tory inspection of the shops, 
premises and stocks of all the 
gun houses on a quarterly ba-
sis across the state. 

The Punjab DGP’s Yadav’s 
order comes close on the 

heels of Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann direct-
ing a review of all existing 
arms licences to check the 
gun culture in the state. The 
DGP has issued directions to 
Inspectors General of Police 
(IG), Deputy Inspectors Gen-
eral (DIG) o of all ranges, all 
Police Commissioners and 
the senior superintendent of 
police (SSP) in the state. 

DGP Yadav directed all the 
Police Commissioners and 
Senior Superintendents of 
Police (SSP) to ensure that 
Deputy Superintendents of 
Police (DSP) and Assistant 
Commissioners (ACP) man-
datorily check the shops, 
premises and stocks of all 
gun houses falling in their 
Sub Divisions every quarter. 

Apart from this, the District 

Superintendent of Police 
is also required to conduct 
at least one inspection each 
year, he added. “Rule 20.14 
of Punjab Police Rules, 1934 
authorizes Gazetted Officers 
of the Police to inspect the 
shops, premises, and stocks 
of all licensed manufactures 
and dealers under the Arms 
Act every quarter,” the official 
statement reads.

A court hearing East-Delhi 
riots-related cases of 2020 
on Friday acquitted four 
persons accused of rioting 
and burning a shop during 
riots in February 2020 in 
the Gokul Puri area. 

The court acquitted the 
accused, giving them the 

benefit of the doubt and also 
cited ‘inconsistent state-
ments’ of police witnesses. 
Additional sessions judge, 
Justice Pulastya Pram-
achala of Karkardooma 
court acquitted Moham-
mad Shahnawaz alias Sha-
nu, Mohammad Shoaib, 
Sharukh and Rashid f the 
charges of rioting, unlawful 
assembly and arson. 

“I find that (the) charges 
levelled against the ac-
cused persons in this case 
are not proved beyond 
doubts, “read a copy of 
the judgement on Friday. 
The court also noted the 
‘difference in the testimo-
nies’ of two police person-
nel.

“In the present case, police 
constable Vipin stated that 

the incident at Shop A-53 
took place after midnight, 
though head constable Hari 
Babu mentioned the time 
as around 2 PM,” the court 
further noted. 

“There is mark difference 
in the testimony of these 
two witnesses, regarding 
the number of persons as-
sembled at that place,” the 
court observed. 

The Punjab Cabinet, led 
by Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann on Friday, gave 
nod to fill up 645 posts 
of assistant professors 
in government colleges. 
A decision to this effect was 
taken in the meeting of the 
Council of Ministers held un-
der the leadership of the Chief 
Minister here at his office in 

the Punjab Civil Secretariat- I. 
Disclosing this here today, 

a spokesperson of the Chief 
Minister’s Office (CMO) said, 
“In order to overcome the 
acute shortage of teaching 
staff in 16 government col-
leges, Cabinet gave nod to 
fill up 645 posts of Assistant 
Professors through Punjab 
Public Service Commission 
(PPSC) in accordance with 
the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) Regulations 

2018 as being notified in the 
notification of UGC Pay Scales 
for Colleges and University 
teachers by the State Gov-
ernment.”  This will help to 
accomplish the task of making 
the newly opened colleges ful-
ly functional as well as to meet 
the requirement of teaching 
faculty in all the existing col-
leges so that new courses can 
be started in these colleges. 
This will further facilitate to 
streamline and improve the 

management and quality of 
education in these colleges.  
Likewise, the Cabinet also ac-
corded approval to enhance 
the upper age limit for direct 
recruitment of Principals 
from 45 years to 53 years to 
enable the Associate Profes-
sors or Professors working 
in colleges up to the age of 53 
years to apply for these posts, 
which will be filled through 
the Punjab Public Service 
Commission (PPSC). 

The air quality in the Del-
hi-NCR region continued 
to remain in the ‘poor’ cat-
egory with the overall AQI 
at 283, as per the System of 
Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting And Research 
(SAFAR). 

This morning the nation-
al capital was shrouded in 
a layer of smog. The AQI 
was 305 at Gurugram, 314 
at Noida, 315 at Delhi Uni-
versity and 266 at IIT Delhi. 
Air quality in Delhi-NCR 
dipped into the ‘poor’ cat-
egory on Thursday morning 
with an overall AQI at 249. 
New Delhi’s air quality had 

improved on Wednesday to 
the “moderate” category. 

The air pollution levels 
in Delhi came down to the 
‘poor’ category from ‘very 
poor’ on Tuesday as the 
national capital recorded 
an AQI of 221.

The Stage III of the Grad-
ed Response Action Plan 
(GRAP) was revoked in 

the entire NCR on Mon-
day. However, actions un-
der Stages I to Stage II of 
the GRAP shall, however, 
remain invoked and be 
“implemented, monitored 
and reviewed by all agen-
cies concerned in the entire 
NCR to ensure that the AQI 
levels do not slip further to 
the ‘severe’ category”. 

Pm aims at Pak, china
constantly under threat. And due to this, the 

livelihood of people is taken away. It is all the 
more important that we strike at the root of ter-
ror financing,” PM Modi said. 

He said that there is no place for an “ambiguous ap-
proach while dealing with a global threat” calling terror-
ism an attack on humanity, freedom and civilization. 
“In today’s world, ideally, there should be no need for 
anyone to remind the world of the dangers of terrorism, 
however, there are still certain mistaken notions about ter-
rorism in some circles. The intensity of the reaction to vari-
ous attacks cannot be based on where it happened. All ter-
rorist attacks deserve equal outrage and action. Further, 
sometimes, there are indirect arguments made in support 
of terrorism to block action against terrorists. There is 
no place for an ambiguous approach while dealing with 
a global threat. It is an attack on humanity, freedom and 
civilization,” PM Modi said. 

shah: Protecting  terrorist is 
equal to promoting terrorism
security, but, the financing of terrorism is more danger-
ous than terrorism itself because the ‘Means and Meth-
ods’ of terrorism are nurtured from such funding”. 
“Furthermore, the financing of terrorism weakens the 
economy of countries of the world,” he said. Shah said 
that India condemns terrorism in all its forms and mani-
festations and we believe that no reason can justify an 
act, such as taking innocent lives. 

While expressing his sympathy for the victims of ter-
rorist attacks all over the world, the Home Minister said 
that we should never compromise with this evil. 

Union Home Minister said that India has been a victim 
of terrorism for several decades, which is sponsored from 
across the border. He said that Indian security forces and 
civilians have had to deal with incidents of extremely se-
rious terrorist violence perpetrated in a sustained and 
coordinated manner. 

He said that this transformation of terrorism 
from “Dynamite to Metaverse” and “AK-47 to Vir-
tual Assets” is definitely a matter of concern for the 
countries of the world, and, we all have to work to-
gether to formulate a common strategy against it. 
Warning Congress MP Rahul Gandhi of a split in the 
Opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) alliance in Ma-
harashtra, Shiv Sena-Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray MP 
Sanjay Raut on Friday said coming to Maharashtra and 
defaming Veer Savarkar was unacceptable. 

Responding to Rahul’s remark against Veer Savarkar 
on Thursday, claiming that the saffron ideologue took 
pension from the British rul

rahul’s comment on savarkar
the Congress and the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP), 
apart from the Uddhav-Sena. “We consider Veer Sa-
varkar as a reverential figure,” Raut said. 

Besides the Congress’ allies, BJP on Friday again raked 
up the issue. Lashing out at Rahul, BJP national presi-
dent JP Nadda said that the Congress leader is out on the 
road doing Bharat Jodo Yatra to “not to unite India, but 
to break it”. 

“Just yesterday, Rahul Gandhi gave a condemnable 
statement against freedom fighter Veer Savarkar. This 
shows what their thinking is, they have not come out to 
unite India, they have come out to break it,” Nadda said 
while addressing an election rally in Gujarat’s Surat. 

In another development, a complaint has been filed in 
Maharashtra against Rahul for allegedly making “de-
rogatory remarks” against freedom fighter VD Savarkar 
during the Bharat Jodo Yatra by Balasahebanchi Shiv 
Sena leader Vandana Dongre. The complaint was filed 
on Thursday in the Thane Nagar police station stating 
that the sentiments of the local citizens were hurt by Gan-
dhi’s remarks. A case of Non-Cognizable (NCR) Offense 
has been registered under section 500, 501 of IPC. Ra-
hul Gandhi, during a press conference in Maharashtra’s 

continued from Page 1
Akola on Thursday, had alleged that Savarkar betrayed lead-
ers like M.K Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar Patel by 
signing a letter of apology to the British before independence. 
“Just yesterday, Rahul Gandhi gave a condemnable state-
ment against freedom fighter Veer Savarkar. This shows 
what their thinking is, they have not come out to unite India, 
they have come out to break it,” Nadda said while address-
ing an election rally in Gujarat’s Surat. 

In another development, a complaint has been filed in Ma-
harashtra against Rahul for allegedly making “derogatory 
remarks” against freedom fighter VD Savarkar during the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra by Balasahebanchi Shiv Sena leader Van-
dana Dongre. The complaint was filed on Thursday in the 
Thane Nagar police station stating that the sentiments of 
the local citizens were hurt by Gandhi’s remarks. A case of 
Non-Cognizable (NCR) Offense has been registered under 
section 500, 501 of IPC. Rahul Gandhi, during a press con-
ference in Maharashtra’s Akola on Thursday, had alleged 
that Savarkar betrayed leaders like M.K Gandhi, Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Sardar Patel by signing a letter of apology to the 
British before independence.

woman shot dead in Punjab
Reacting to the incident, Congress MLA Sukhpal Singh 
Khaira lambasted at Chief minister Bhagwant Mann for the 
complete collapse of the law and order situation in the state 
and said, “The other day@BhagwantMann while replying to 
@AmitShah was taunting him that law & order in PB is bet-
ter than Up & Bihar but today’s brutal killing of a lady near 
police post in Bathinda in broad daylight shows PB is worse 
than Up & Bihar. Cm must take responsibility of murders!”, 
Khaira tweeted.  

The incident occurred just days after Hindu right-wing 
leader Sudhir Suri, who led the Punjab-based Shiv Sena 
(Taksali), was shot dead while protesting outside a temple 
in Amritsar in the presence of police. The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and the Congress targeted the Mann-led AAP 
government over Suri’s killing, alleging a complete break-
down of law and order in the state.

sc declines nia plea
go home but he is not going home even. This is not a review. 
This order was passed in ignorance of certain facts,” he add-
ed. 

Additional Solicitor General S.V. Raju also appearing for 
NIA said that the location of house arrest is misleading. The 
public library (where Navlakha wants to stay) belongs to the 
Communist Party of India. 

To this Justice, Joseph replied, Communist party is a recog-
nised party of India, what is the issue? 

Raju further contended that there was the suppression of 
fact before this court and this was a grave suppression on 
medical records and then location. 

It was said that there was only one exit but it was 
misleading, the flat has two exits, he added.  Jus-
tice Roy then said that Navlakha could not have gone 
there unless a recce was carried out by the police of-
ficers, now it has been done so measures can be taken. 
“Because of a series of misleading statements he cannot be 
put under house arrest. It’s impossible to monitor this place. 
The place is not fit for the person having this ailment,” Raju 
said. 

Senior advocate Nitya Ramakrishnan said they didn’t 
know how many exit it has. We said it’s a floor above the li-
brary. It has been used as a residential unit in the past. It is 
not used for any political purpose. No member of the public 
goes to read there. It is a long empty hall with a kitchen and 
bathroom,” she told the bench. 

The lawyer said the connection with Jaslok hospital was 
known and they had informed the High court. As the NIA 
was objecting to the house arrest, Justice Roy said, “SG and 
ASG saying that we cannot keep a 70-year-old ailing man in 
house confinement with all might of the state!” 

Solicitor General replied that Navlakha has ISI links and 
Jammu and Kashmir terrorist links. 

However, the bench declined NIA’s application to recall the 
house arrest order.

On 10 November, the bench in an interim order permitted 
Navlakha to be placed under house arrest for a period of one 
month considering his health condition and old age.

threat letter to ‘assassination’ of 
rahul gandhi
Jain, said, “As soon as we received the letter last evening, we 
handed it over to the police. We don’t know what is written 
in it.” 

Responding to the letter, K.K. Mishra, the chairman of the 
media cell of the Congress’ Madhya Pradesh unit, tweeted, 
“Another member of the family, which has made many sac-
rifices, has received a threat to his life in Indore. The state 
government and the Union Home ministry should not take 
this letter lightly.” 

Mishra claimed that Kamal Nath has personally met Chief 
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, requesting security for the 
MP-leg of the ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’. 

Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP) Rajesh Singh con-
firmed that the letter was sent by regular post to the sweet 
shop and the police has launched an investigation in the 
matter. 

According to reports, the letter had a reference to the 1984 
anti-Sikh riots in Delhi and said bomb blasts would be car-
ried out during Rahul’s visit to Indore and Nath will be shot. 
The closing line of the letter, according to reports, said Rahul 
would meet the same fate as his father and former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

Govt floats draft Data Protection 
bill for public
ing views from the public. 

For the record, the central government during the recent 
Monsoon session of Parliament withdrew the Bill from 
the Lok Sabha several months after it was introduced. The 
Union Minister for Railways, Communications, Electron-
ics and Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw today 
tweeted: “Seeking your views on draft Digital Personal Data 
Protection Bill, 2022.” He also posted a link of the draft Digi-
tal Personal Data Protection Bill, 2022. 

Vaishnaw had earlier said that the Bill was with-
drawn because the Joint Parliamentary Committee 
recommended 81 amendments in a bill of 99 sections. 
“Above that it made 12 major recommendations. Therefore, 
the bill has been withdrawn and a new bill will be presented 
for public consultation,” he had said. 

The purpose of this Act, the draft said, is to provide for the 
processing of digital personal data in a manner that recogniz-
es both the right of individuals to protect their personal data 
and the need to process personal data for lawful purposes. 
The Bill was much needed as Digital India mission has 
caused digitization of the Indian economy and transformed 
the lives of Indian citizens in particular and governance in 
general. 

The first principle of the proposed Bill is that usage of per-
sonal data by organisations must be done in a manner that 
is lawful, fair to the individuals concerned and transparent. 

The second principle of purpose limitation is that the 
personal data is used for the purposes for which it was col-
lected. The third principle of data minimisation is that only 
those items of personal data required for attaining a specific 
purpose must be collected. 

Among others, personal data should be limited to such 
duration as is necessary for the stated purpose for which 
personal data was collected and reasonable safeguards to 
ensure that there is no unauthorised collection or process-
ing of personal data are some features. 

The government said during the drafting of the Personal 
Data Protection Bill, 2019 the entire gamut of principles 
was widely debated and discussed. These include rights of 
individuals, duties of entities processing personal data and 
regulatory framework, among others. 

beyond isro, india launches its 
first private rocket
in Hyderabad with support from ISRO and IN-SPACe (In-
dian National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre). 
The rocket is carrying payloads of two Indian and one inter-
national customers into space. 

“89.5 Kms peak altitude achieved. Vikram-S rocket meets 

all flight parameters. It’s history in the making for India. 
Keep watching,” Skyroot Aerospace tweeted attaching a 
YouTube link of the flight. 

Union Minister Jitendra Singh, on Friday, arrived at 
Sriharikota for the grand launch of ‘Vikram S’. Taking 
to Twitter, Jitendra Singh shared a picture with the team 
members of Skyroot Aerospace which he captioned, 
“With #StartUp Team “Skyroot Aerospace” at #Sri-
harikota, minutes before the launch of the first ever pri-
vate Rocket, Vikram-S, named after Vikram Sarabhai, the 
founding father of India’s Space program. Countdown 
begins!.”

‘Vikram-S’ is named after Vikram Sarabhai, the found-
ing father of India’s Space Program. 

The ‘Prarambh’ mission and the Vikram-S rocket have 
been developed by Skyroot Aerospace in Hyderabad 
with support from ISRO and IN-SPACe (Indian National 
Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre). The rocket 
is carrying payloads of two Indian and one international 
customers into space. 

With the groundwork starting around late 2020, Vi-
kram-S has been developed within a record time of two 
years which is powered by solid fuelled propulsion, cut-
ting edge avionics and all carbon fibre core structure, as 
per Skyroot Aerospace. 

The Vikram-S will help test and validate the majority 
of the technologies in the Vikram series of orbital class 
space launch vehicles, including many sub-systems and 
technologies that will be tested across the pre-lift off and 
post-lift off phases of the launch, according to Skyroot 
Aerospace. 

Vikram S is among one of the first few all-composite 
space launch vehicles, which is made up of 3D-printed 
solid thrusters for its spin stability. 

As per Skyroot Aerospace, with a body mass of 545 kgs, 
length of 6m, and diameter of 0.375 meters, Vikram-S is 
the quickest and most affordable ride to space. 

sordid saga of abuse 
they’d probably broken up in between.

The chats are now with Delhi Police and corroborated by 
her hospital admission around the same time.

The manager asked for her “husband›s name”, which 
suggests she’d told her office that they were married. 
“Don’t worry. We are all with you,” the friend responded, 
telling her he could ask his mother and sister to help her 
too. 

In an Instagram chat with a friend, when Shraddha 
shared a photo to show off a new hairstyle, the friend no-
ticed injuries. Shraddha said her nose got fractured be-
cause she “tripped while climbing the stairs”.

Around a week after this, she was in a private hospital in 
Vasai between December 3 and 6, records show. The doc-
tor there said Shraddha had “only internal injuries” at the 
time. The hospital report listed “severe back pain, nausea, 
neck pain, difficulty in movement of neck, and tingling 
and numbness in lower limb”. She did not go there for a 
follow-up. Speaking to news agency, Rahul Rai, who iden-
tified himself as a friend of Shraddha’s, said, “In 2020, we 
(him and other friends) helped her file an FIR after she 
reached out to us for help saying Aaftab beat her.  

We took her home.” “The police officer suggested de-
taining Aaftab for interrogation but she said such things 
happen in a relationship,” he added. 

Rahul claimed the day after she filed the com-
plaint, the police called her over to the police sta-
tion. She said she was scared that he (Aaftab) would 
kill her as he has already tried to kill her before and 
had beaten her multiple times, her friend recalled. 
“Aftab would lock her up at home and talk to other girls,” 
Rahul claimed, adding that Shraddha had also talked to 
him about her partner’s drug abuse. 

“When we tried to reach out to her again, she said, ‘don’t 
worry, such things happen’. We did not have any sort 
of contact ever since,” Rahul said, adding that he never 
imagined that her live-in relatinship with Aftab would 
meet such a horrific fallout.

Rahul’s statemenb came on a day a team from Delhi Po-
lice reached Mumbai as part of their probe into the Shrad-
dha murder case.
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top of the day

CBI arrests 
PrInCIPal ChIef 
engIneer of raIl 
Wheel faCtory 
NEW DELHI: The Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) on Friday ar-
rested a Principal Chief 
Engineer of Rail Wheel 
Factory in Bengaluru 
for demanding and ac-
cepting bribe. The ar-
rested accused has been 
identified as G.K.Jalan, 
Principal Chief Engineer 
of Rail Wheel Factory in 
Yelahanka of Bangalore. 
A case was registered 
on complaint against 
Principal Chief Engi-
neer, Rail Wheel Factory, 
Ministry of Railways, 
Bangalore on the al-
legations of demand-
ing illegal gratification 
from the complainant ( 
a civil contractor) who 
was awarded several 
contract works in the 
Rail Wheel Factory.

gadkarI 
Inaugurates  
rs 1,082 Cr 
hIghWay ProjeCts 
NEW DELHI: Union 
Minister for Road 
Transport and Highways, 
Nitin Gadkari inaugu-
rated 2 NH projects 
worth Rs 1,082 crore at 
Raiganj, West Bengal, 
said a press release by 
the Ministry of Road 
Transport & Highways. 
Gadkari said fulfilling 
the 60-year-old demand 
of the people of Dalk-
hola (NH-34), this 5 km 
and 4-lane bypass built 
at the total cost of Rs 
120 crore, will finally 
solve the traffic problem 
in Dalkhola town now, 
added the press release.

5 kIlled In 
MuMBaI-Pune 
exPressWay 
aCCIdent
MUMBAI: Five persons 
were killed and three 
sustained critical injuries 
after the car they were 
travelling in collided 
with another vehicle 
on the Mumbai Pune 
Expressway in Panvel 
on Friday morning. The 
incident took place in the 
Khopoli police station 
area in Panvel. Khopoli 
area of Raigad. Accord-
ing to reports a speeding 
car with nine passengers 
rammed into a container 
vehicle from behind. 
Four persons in the car 
died on the spot and the 
remaining passengers 
were rushed to the 
hospital where one more 
person succumbed to 
injuries. 

ParentCIrCle 
launChes 
4th edItIon of 
#gadgetfreehour 
CaMPaIgn 
NEW DELHI: ParentCir-
cle launched the #Gad-
getFreeHour campaign 
in 2019, urging families 
across India to switch off 
all gadgets and spend at 
least one hour with their 
children on Children’s 
Day, 14 November. This 
campaign has been a 
resounding success, 
reaching millions across 
the country. This year, 
#GadgetFree Hour is 
happening on 20 Novem-
ber and the movement 
is gaining momentum, 
garnering over 5 Million 
impressions on social 
media. And this is just 
the beginning.

attaCked

The family members of 
Arvind Dharmapuri, 
the BJP’s Lok Sabha 

MP from Nizamabad, have 
been attacked and his house 
vandalized, allegedly by the 
workers of Telugu Rashtra 
Samiti (TRS) on Friday, ac-
cording to a statement from 
the office of MP Arvind 
Dharmapuri.

Taking to Twitter, Arvind 
Dharmapuri wrote, “TRS 
goons attacked my house in 
Hyderabad on the orders of 
KCR, KTR, and Kavita. They 
were breaking things in the 
house, creating chaos, and 

threatening my mother! TRS 
goons attacked my residence 
and vandalised the house. 
They terrorised my mother 
& created ruckus”. It is al-
leged that the TRS workers 
have damaged the house of 
BJP MP Dharmapuri after he 

made remarks on the MLC 
Kavitha Kalavkuntla on 
Thursday at a press confer-
ence. Notably, in a press con-
ference yesterday, the BJP 
MP attacked TRS MLA and 
Telangana CM’s daughter, K 
Kavita, and claimed that she 

has received an offer from 
Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge to switch 
sides and join Congress.

Dharmapuri, in the said 
press conference, also men-
tioned KCR as the “Silly CM 
in the entire country!!”.

The exchange of words be-
tween K. Kavita, Dharma-
puri, CM KCR, and his son 
KTR has been going on for 
a long time. In yesterday’s 
statement, Dharmapuri 
questioned KTR over his 
statement of the BJP trying 
to lure his sister and asked, 
“KTR, what should we do 
after buying Kavita?? We are 
not a party that is running a 
business to get Kavita!!”.

In response to Dharmapu-
ri’s remark, K. Kavitha stated 
that he has done nothing for 
Nizamabad and that she will 
compete against him from 
wherever he runs for office.

Meanwhile, Telangana 
Rashtra Samithi workers al-
legedly attacked Nizamabad 
BJP MP Dharmapuri’s Ban-
jara Hills residence. During 
the time of the attack, the BJP 
MP was in his Lok Sabha 
constituency.

Notably, the BJP MP has 
been vocal about the poli-
cies of the K. Chandrashekar 
Rao-led Telangana govern-
ment and has attacked him 
on several occasions over his 
policies and governance.

BjP MP’s house vandalIzed In 
hyderaBad allegedly By trs
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MP Arvind Dharampuri’s house after the attack.

People gathered around the place of incident.

stePPIng doWn?

In uttar Pradesh

The Jammu and Kashmir National 
Conference (JKNC) on Friday was 
informed about the stepping down 
of Farooq Abdullah from the post of 
party president.

With his resignation, the party’s 
general secretary has been tasked 
with organising the election for 
Abdullah’s replacement. This elec-
tion will be completed by 5 Decem-
ber, until then, the party will be 
chaired by Farooq Abdullah. 

On the other hand, National Con-

ference leader Omar Abdullah clari-
fied Farooq Abdullah has not re-
signed, but has informed about “not 
contesting” the upcoming party 
presidential elections.

“Dr Farooq Abdullah has not re-
signed as President of JKNC, he has 
only informed the party that he will 
not seek re-election to the post when 
elections are held,” Omar Abdullah 
said mentioning that the elections 
were anyways going to be held in 
December. 

“These elections were anyway go-
ing to be conducted in December 
this year. Dr Sahib will continue as 

president until the election process 
is completed. I appeal to all my col-
leagues to seriously consider fil-
ing their nominations for the post 
of the president so the best person 
from amongst us can steer the party 
through these turbulent times,” 
Omar Abdullah continued in his 
post on Mastodon.

His reaction has come as a re-
sponse to the “unexpected news” 
of his father (Farooq Abdullah) not 
seeking re-election to the post of 
JKNC president.

“Dr Farooq Abdullah Sahib has 
informed his colleagues of his deci-

sion to step down as president of 
JKNC. In spite of the best efforts of 
senior colleagues in the party Dr Sa-
hib was adamant that he wouldn’t 
review his decision,” the JKNC said 
in a tweet.

“In light of this sudden announce-
ment, which has caught everyone by 
surprise, the General Secretary, as 
per the party constitution, has been 
tasked with conducting the elec-
tion for party president, which will 
be completed on 5 December. Until 
then Dr Sahib continues as Presi-
dent of JKNC,” it said in another 
tweet.

Confusion gallows in National Conference 
as president Farooq Abdullah ‘resigns’

Army jawan’s leg 
amputated after 
TTE pushes him 
off moving train
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aCtIon

ControversyIn Madhya Pradesh

In jaMMu and kashMIr

Yogi Adityanath-led BJP gov-
ernment is taking strict action 
against forced conversion in 
Uttar Pradesh after the Pro-
hibition of Illegal Religious 
Conversion Act came into 
force two years ago, a state 
government official said.

Over 507 accused have been 
arrested after the registration 
of 291 cases so far in Uttar 
Pradesh since November 
2020, when the Prohibition 
of Illegal Religious Conver-
sion Act came into force in 
the state, he added. As per the 
available information, none 
of the 507 accused has been 
convicted so far in any of the 
291 first information reports 
(FIRs) registered under this 
Act. Trial in all these cases 
is pending in the respective 
courts.

As many as 59 of the total 
291 cases involve the conver-
sion of minors. According to 
available data, victims in 150 
of the 291 total cases stated in 
court that they were forced 
to convert. “Most cases under 
this Act have been registered 
in Bareilly district,” he added. 
However, the exact number 
of cases registered in Ba-
reilly was not immediately 
available.

A racket converting dis-
abled children was also ex-
posed in Uttar Pradesh.

Cases of forced conversion 
had been registered earlier 
too under other provisions of 
law, but strict action against 
illegal conversions has been 
intensified after the imple-
mentation of this Act, which 
came into force on November 
27, 2020, he added.

There is a provision for up 
to 10 years’ imprisonment for 

a person found guilty under 
the Illegal Conversion Act, 
depending on the serious-
ness of the offence. Further, 
the guilty may be fined from 
15 thousand to 50 thousand.

In the Act, there is a provi-
sion of three to 10 years’ im-
prisonment for the conver-
sion of minors and women 
of SC/ST community.

Furthermore, there is a pro-
vision for one to five years in 
prison and a minimum fine 
of Rs 15,000 for forced con-
version.

The provision of impris-
onment of 3–10 years and a 
fine of 50 thousand has been 
made in the Act for forced 
mass conversion.

Under this Act, any couple 
intending to solemnise an 
inter-faith marriage has to 
inform the district magistrate 
two months before getting 
married.

Karnataka Health Minister 
K. Sudhakar on Friday ac-
cused the Congress of leak-
ing the caste-census report 
selectively within the party, 
and not bringing it into the 
public domain.

Speaking to mediapersons, 
Sudhakar said, “As elections 
are approaching, the Con-
gress is trying to create con-
troversies and mislead people 
through false allegations, lies, 
and half-truths.” He claimed 
that Rs 130 crores were spent 

on the Kantaraju Commis-
sion, which was established 
during the Congress admin-
istration to compile a caste 
census report.

“During the Congress gov-
ernment, the Kantaraju Com-
mission was formed with a 
single-point agenda of draw-
ing up a caste-census report. 
A whopping Rs 130 crores in 
public money was spent on 
this exercise. However, the re-
port was never made public 
and was leaked only within 
the Congress, for political 
gain. Shouldn’t the Congress 
leaders be made accountable 

for this?” Sudhakar alleged.
The Karnataka health min-

ister further said his govern-
ment would take legal action 
against NGOs if any terms 
and conditions are violated 
during their involvement 
in the upcoming Bengaluru 
civic polls.

The polls to the Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike 
(BBMP) are scheduled to be 
held in December.

“Municipal corporations 
have always engaged NGOs 
through election commis-
sions for routine electoral 
works.,” Sudhakar said.

On the occasion of Bhairav 
Ashtami, around 1351 types 
of bhog, including liquors 
and cigarettes, were of-
fered to Lord Bhairavnath 
on Wednesday evening at 
the 56 Bhairav temples in 
Bhagtipura, Ujjain.

There is a tradition of of-
fering liquor at Ujjain’s Kaal 
Bhairav temple.The Bhairav 
Ashtami festival has been cel-
ebrated here since the ancient 
era. As a result, Bhairav Baba 
was attractively adorned, 
and after worship, Maha 
Bhog was offered. The spe-

cialty of the Mahabhog was 
that different types of liquor, 
cigarettes, bhang, and weed 
were also offered among the 
1351 types of dishes.

The devotees provide the 
ingredients for Mahabhog, 
which are then distributed 
to the devotees after Bhog is 

offered to Bhairavnath.
1351 types of dishes include 

390 types of incense sticks, 
200 types of other, 180 types 
of face masks, 64 kinds of 
chocolate, 55 types of sweets, 
45 types of biscuits, 60 types 
of Gujarati Namkeen, 56 
types of snacks, 75 types of 

dry fruits, 30 types of ga-
jak, 28 types of soft drinks, 
28 types of fruits, 40 types 
of liquor (Rum, Whiskey, 
Tequila, Vodka Beer, and 
Champagne), chillum, can-
nabis, 40 types of bakery 
items, 40 types of bakery 
items, and 60 types of sachet 
cigarettes

After worshipping Baba 
Bhairav Nath, devotees’ 
wishes are said to be grant-
ed on this day. The pending 
works of the devotees get 
completed, because of which 
a large number of people 
come here and bow down 
their heads before Baba 
Bhairav Nath.

To review the progress of 
“targets and goals” set for 
the Jammu zone in the Union 
Territory, the J-K police on 
Thursday held a review 
meeting on different fronts 
for the year 2022.

This review meeting was 
chaired by the Director Gen-
eral of Jammu and Kashmir 
Police, Dilbag Singh, at the 
police headquarters. In the 
meeting, the DGP lauded 
the officials at each level for 
achieving the pre-set targets 
and goals that were set for 
this year (2022) and stressed, 
“They need to contribute 
more by conducting supervi-
sory meetings and by ensur-
ing closer supervision of im-
portant cases, especially the 
cases of Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances or 
Unlawful Activities (Preven-

tion) Act, for better results 
for the remaining period of 
the year.”

The DGP further advised 
the officials to improve the 
quality of investigation and 
prosecution to increase con-
victions.

He also impressed upon 
the officers the need to iden-
tify more investigating offi-
cers and train them to deal 
with the increasing num-
ber of cases. He said that 
investigators have to equip 
themselves with the best 
investigation skills and take 
each and every necessary 
measure to ensure convic-
tions in UAPA, Narco, and 
other sensitive cases in the 
courts of law.

DGP Dilbag Singh also 
directed the officers to aug-
ment measures for improv-
ing the capability of person-
nel in dealing with Narco 
and UAPA cases.

As per an official release 
from the Police Media Cen-
ter, DGP Singh then referred 
to the directions of Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
and Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha and flagged 
that the drug menace has 
emerged as a big threat as 
the ill-gotten money from 
the drug trade is being used 
for terror activities.

While urging officers to 
speed up and improve the 
quality of NDPS investiga-
tions in order to increase 
the rate of conviction, DGP 
Singh also urged them to 
work on mission mode on 
both the NDPS and UAPA 
fronts.

He directed the officials 
to destroy the drug-related 
crops and advised district 
officers to initiate the seizure 
of properties raised by drug 
proceeds.

Highlighting the need for 

establishing pairwise cells at 
the district, range, and zonal 
levels, the DGP exhorted the 
officers to ensure that the po-
lice witnesses are well pre-
pared for deposing in court. 
He directed the officers to 
dispose of the pending cases 
on the basis of their sensitiv-
ity in the shortest time pos-
sible.

Referring to the bovine 
(cattle) smuggling, here, the 
DGP said, “It is an organised 
crime, and there is a need to 
break the nexus further.” 
He directed officers to put 
in more effort to identify 
the main culprits behind 
the nexus and take strenu-
ous action against the ones 
involved.

The DGP also stated that 
the Police Headquarters 
was ready to provide any as-
sistance required to improve 
the quality of investigations 
and police personnel’s work.
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uP governMent arrested 507 
Persons In 291 Cases of Illegal 
ConversIons In tWo years

Cong leaked Caste Census rePort 
for PolItICal gaIns: karnataka 
health MInIster

Around 1351 types of Bhog, including liquor, 
cigarettes offered to Lord Bhairavnath 

J-K Police directs officers for quality 
probe in NDPS, UAPA cases

Bareilly Railway Station 
witnessed uproar after an 
Army soldier got injured in 
an accident.

As per information, the 
jawan who was travelling 
on the Rajdhani Express 
was pushed from the mov-
ing train by a TTE following 
an altercation. As a result of 
falling off the moving train, 
the railroad worker had one 
leg amputated and the other 
crushed. This incident hap-
pened on Thursday. The 
injured soldier is undergo-
ing treatment at the Military 
Hospital in Bareilly.

Following the incident, the 
army officers and jawans 
reached Bareilly Junction 
and created a ruckus. En-
raged over the incident, 
army personnel thrashed 
the other TTEs at the sta-
tion. After this, GRP, RPF, 
and civil police reached the 
spot and brought the situa-

tion under control.
During this, the train 

stood at the railway station 
for about an hour.

“Army Jawan Sonu Ku-
mar Singh (30), a resident 
of Bharsota village of Haldi 
police station, Ballia, is a 
rifleman in the army and 
is posted in Jaipur. He had 
boarded AC-3 coach B-6 of 
the Dibrugarh-Rajdhani 
Express and was travelling 
from Lucknow to Delhi. 
When the train reached 
Bareilly Junction at 9.12 
a.m. on Thursday morning, 
Sonu got down to get water. 
The train started moving 
after three minutes. Ac-
cording to eyewitnesses, 
while boarding the coach, 
Sonu had an altercation 
with TTE. It is alleged that 
TTE pushed the worker, 
and he fell on the railroad 
track. One of his legs was 
amputated, while the other 
was badly crushed,” said 
Ajit Kumar Singh, Inspec-
tor GRP.



As India takes over 
the presidency of 
the powerful G20, 

Prime Minister Modi has 
task cut out for him. It is to 
drive a growth agenda in 
the backdrop of the ongoing 
Ukraine war and post pan-
demic economic recovery in 
major parts of the world. 

Despite geopolitical and 
macroeconomic issues, the 
business agenda has a much 
broader relevance at the time 
of the economic recovery. 
The G20 represents 19 coun-
tries, the EU and many per-
manent invitees like Spain, 
United Nations, World Bank, 
African Union, and ASEAN. 
It also represents 80% of the 
Gross World Product (GWP) 
and ¾ of the global trade and 
the population. In addition to 
driving the agenda for mem-
ber countries,  the G20 also 

has the responsibility to en-
sure that rest of global popu-
lation, which is not a part of 
the G20, is not left behind. 
Their financial upliftment 
and inclusion in the global 
economy is equally impor-
tant and significant. 

During the recently con-
cluded Bali conclave, there 
has been convergence on 
multiple areas like climate 
change with a commitment 
to limit global temperature 
rise to 1.5 degree Celsius. De-
veloped countries have been 
urged to provide US$100 
billion per year to developing 
countries in climate finance. 
This has the potential to 
provide impetus to efforts to 
reduce the carbon footprints, 
step up technological infu-
sion and to make businesses 
future ready. 

In the coming years, in-
dustry will be assessed on 
Environment, Social and 
Governance (ESG) param-
eters on top of conventional 
financial parameters by 
all stakeholders including 
the consumer. The Indian 
presidency should strive to 
pursue this agenda and link 
the Indian MSME sector to 
leverage the financial and 
technological support from 
the developed world. MSME 
sector is an important part of 

Government’s agenda and 
generates significant em-
ployment. 

Digital focus, data protec-
tion, strengthening IP laws 
and food security are other 
areas of agreement which 
will resonate with Indian 
industry very well. In fact, 
India is making rapid prog-
ress in many of these areas. 
However, the progress on a 
global minimum tax and tax-
ing the profits at the country 
where they are generated 
may make some industries 
uncomfortable. 

Ahead of the G20 summit, 
the business agenda was de-
liberated by B20 (Business 
20) – a forum of the global 
business community - on 
Nov 13-14 in Bali in Indo-
nesia. The B20 is one of the 
most important engagement 
groups in the G20. It has the 
responsibility of being the 
voice of industry to feed into 
G20 discussions. 

The Confederation of Indi-
an Industry (CII) is running 
the secretariat for B20 dur-
ing the Indian presidency. 
CII has made 7 Task Forces 
(TF) and 2 Action Groups 
(AG) to make actionable rec-
ommendations. Each TF is 
led by a business leader and 
supported by a knowledge 
partner. The TF’s include 
resilient global trade and 
investment, skill develop-
ment and mobility, energy 
and climate change, digital 
transformation, funding the 
global recovery, research and 
innovation, and financial in-
clusion. AG’s include ESG fo-
cus along with business and 
economic integration of Af-
rican nations in the financial 

mainstream. 
Many of these are the 

continuation of the agenda 
which the Indonesian presi-
dency pursued. It is expected 
that most of these initiatives 
will also resonate with Bra-
zil when they take over the 
leadership in 2024 ensuring 
continuity. These are well 
thought of initiatives under 
the guidance of a very sea-
soned bureaucrat - Amitabh 
Kant working as the Sherpa 
for G20. Kant has had a long 
stint as the CEO of Niti Ayog, 
the government of India’s 
think tank. 

Missing from the CII agen-
da, however, is healthcare. 
Post pandemic, healthcare 
is a common and important 
priority for member na-
tions and one of the major 
reason of current economic 
turmoil. Healthcare needs 
to be elevated to the G20 
priorities list and should 
include strategies and pre-
paredness in the event of 

another public health emer-
gency. While India has a 
lot to learn from advanced 
geographies, it has also rich 
experience to share with the 
world on success stories like 
Ayushman Bharat, a robust 
generic drug industry which 
is making global healthcare 
affordable, and the way In-
dia developed the Covid-19 
vaccine and made it avail-
able to its population as well 
as to other developing and 
underdeveloped nations. 
Healthcare deserves to have 
standalone TF led by an ex-
pert instead being one of the 
ESG agenda item. 

Indian industry, specifi-
cally the MSME sector has 
an opportunity for techno-
logical upgradation, finding 
new markets, improving 
agricultural trade and en-
hancing food exports. Skill 
development, research and 
innovation helps the value 
chain and deserves further 
focus and investment. The 

G20 also called for reduc-
ing Covid curbs and making 
travel easier – this will have 
a positive impact not only 
on conventional tourism in 
India, but it also opens the 
expansion of medical and 
agro tourism. 

New Delhi will host next 
G20 meeting during 2023 
when India will transition 
the Presidency to Brazil. 
With the majority of heads 
of states joining, it will be a 
great platform for business 
engagement. There are a 
series of consultations being 
planned in different cities 
across India running up to 
the 2023 summit. Indian in-
dustry should look forward 
to active engagement in shap-
ing business dialogue and 
decision-making. 
Rakesh K Chitkara has led 
public policy practice for major 
MNC’s including Abbott Labo-
ratories, General Electric, Dow 
Chemical, Dow AgroScience and 
Monsanto.

G 20 presidency: 
Indian industry must 
leverage
Despite geopolitical and macroeconomic issues, the business agenda with G-20 
countries has a much broader relevance at the time of the economic recovery. 

Fad or reality?

Golden opportunity

Addressing an international ministerial confer-
ence- ‘No Money for Terror’- on counter-terrorism 
financing in New Delhi, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi sent out a strong message to both Pakistan 
and China on the issue of terrorism. In an obvious 
reference to Islamabad and Beijing, PM Modi said 
that certain countries support terrorism as part 
of their foreign policy while some others support 
it indirectly by blocking action against terrorists. 
The stern and tough message to China and Paki-
stan like this one from the top Indian leadership 
was much-needed and much-awaited at a time 
when India, France and the US are reported to be 
planning to initiate fresh efforts aimed at getting 
some more Pakistan-based terrorists blacklisted 
at the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). 
What is also re-
markable and sig-
nificant is that PM 
Modi’s terse mes-
sage for China has 
come just hours af-
ter his hand-shake 
with the recently 
re-elected Chinese 
President Xi Jin-
ping in Bali in what 
was interpreted by 
some analysts as 
the Indian premier 
assuming a pos-
ture of friendliness. 
Some analysts even 
went to the extent 
of interpreting it as 
PM Modi softening 
towards China. But the conclusion that all these 
analysts jumped to was demolished in the light of 
the statement that PM Modi made, using the op-
portunity provided by the conference on counter-
terror financing. The Prime Minister sent out a 
strong signal to China as well as Pakistan on ter-
rorism, setting the narrative and agenda for the 
conference. The interactions that would follow the 
PM’s opening remarks would definitely include 
the stuff critical of any such powers (read China 
and Pakistan) that promote or protect terrorists. 
The Prime Minister’s message was categorically 
clear that India will continue to call out the na-
tions like China and Pakistan for their double-
speak on terrorism. The PM’s hand-shake with 
Xi was just a ‘formal gesture’ that is unavoidable 
when two world leaders come across. PM Modi 
was quite specific in targeting China and Pakistan 
during the conference in New Delhi as he said, 
“Certain countries support terrorism as part of 
their foreign policy. They offer political, ideologi-
cal and financial support to them. Organisations 
and individuals who attempt to create sympathy 
for terrorists should be isolated.” PM Modi’s re-
marks could be viewed as something suggestive 
of India’s larger strategy to make the global com-
munity turn the heat on China and Pakistan over 
their soft corner for terrorists. There is no dearth 
of examples and developments that expose Bei-
jing’s nexus and connivance with Islamabad in 
protecting the terror outfits which are operating 
from the territories under the control of Pakistan.

The words of PM Modi were self-explanatory in 
this context, “There must be a cost imposed upon 
countries that support terrorism also on organ-
isations and individuals which try to create sym-
pathy for terrorists. They must also be isolated. 
There can be no ifs and buts entertained in such 
matters. The world needs to unite against all kinds 
of overt and covert backing of terror.”

What India wants to impress upon the global 
community is that Chinese action at the UN on 
several occasions in the past, in fact, exposes the 
Xi Jinping regime’s double standard on terrorism. 
Beijing has on several occasions foiled interna-
tional efforts to take action against terrorists, in-
cluding Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) chief Hafiz Saeed. 
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar has also 
been highlighting China’s double-speak on terror 
from time to time, no matter where he finds an op-
portunity to speak on these topics. In a signal to 
Beijing, Jaishankar once said that the nations who 
defend proclaimed terrorists in the UN neither 
advance their own interests nor their reputation. 
Hitting out at China, Jaishankar without minc-
ing words had said that those who politicize the 
UNSC 1267 Sanctions regime, sometimes even to 
the extent of defending proclaimed terrorists, do 
so “at their own peril”. India’s diplomacy achieved 
an outstanding success when US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken on an earlier occasion said 
that all relevant parties should support these reso-
lutions and no nation should stand in their way. 
Blinken’s remarks were, in fact, directed towards 
China, which had blocked the proposal by India 
and the US to blacklist Pakistan-based militant 
and LeT chief Hafiz Saeed’s son Talah Saeed.

T. BRAJESH    

perspective
BEIJING’S DOUBLE-SPEAK

pM Modi iS riGHt 
in SendinG StronG 
SiGnal to CHina, 
paKiStan on terror

Something has majorly 
changed in Indian psyche. 
Post-Covid, it seems food 
consumers are much more 
cautious than pre-covid pe-
riod. Yes, true, consumers 
have become more health-
conscious and sensitive to-
ward environmental issues. 
The popularity of vegan 
food is considered one of 
the outcomes of consumers’ 
changing preferences.    

Vegan foods, in simple 
words, are devoid of animal 
or animal products. Many 
people have adopted this 
new lifestyle of ‘veganism’. 
They go beyond excluding 
all animal and animal prod-
ucts in their daily food but 
also make attempts to avoid 
using any other product 

which requires exploitation 
or cruelty to animals in all 
aspects of their lives, includ-
ing the clothes they wear, 
the cosmetics they use, and 
the leisure activities they 
take part in. And this is get-
ting popular faster than ex-
pected. 

Today you name any tra-
ditional animal product like 
meat, cheese, or milk, and 
you find a vegan alternative. 
According to an estimate, 
there are about 8 million 
vegans worldwide, and the 
global market is expected 
to rise to US$ 61.35 billion 
in 2028 from 26.16 billion in 
2021. 

What is pushing the vegan 
market forward? Although 
the customers’ preferences 

had started showing signs 
of change even before the 
Covid-19 pandemic struck 
the world, the importance of 
health and the environment 
as primary criteria for food 
consumption has increased 
post-pandemic. The overall 
quality of food, its impact on 
human health, its produc-
tion process, and the impact 
of consumption on society 
and the environment are the 
primary reasons propelling 
demand for vegan food.  

Of  late,  a  few cred-
ible studies have established 
that vegetarian foods are 
healthier and reduce the 
chances of many diseases 
if consumed regularly or 
more than non-vegetarians. 
Also, the consumption of 
vegetarian foods has been 
linked to a longer life span. 
However, researchers have 
yet to show that vegan foods 
are healthier than vegetar-
ians. 

Also, vegetarian foods 
consume less resources to 
produce the same energy 
than that non-vegetarians, 
and in turn, are more envi-
ronmentally friendly.  Unit-
ed Nations (UN) reported 
that the present meat and 

dairy industry has a vast 
environmental footprint 
contrary to the limited CO2 
emission from plant-based 
food products and consid-
erably a major hindrance 
towards achieving the UN 
Sustainable Development 
Goals of achieving zero 
hunger and responsible 
consumption and produc-
tion.

The purveyors of animal 
rights are among the most 
prominent advocates of veg-
an foods. Based on a recent 
study, Statista (2022) report-
ed that around 47 per cent 
of Indian consumers were 
concerned about animal 
welfare in food production 
and would prefer to follow 
a vegan diet. According to 
People for the ethical treat-
ment of animals (PETA), an 
international Non-Govern-
ment organisation, about 
80 billion land animals and 
up to trillions of marine ani-
mals are killed annually for 
food, and each vegan saves 
the lives of nearly 200 ani-
mals a year.

One noteworthy feature 
of vegan food is its tremen-
dous support from food 
and lifestyle advocates. 

Many international and na-
tional celebrities like Kim 
Kardashian, Virat Kohli, 
and R. Madhavan strongly 
recommend it. Also, many 
international business play-
ers like France’s Danone 
S.A., USA’s Conagra, Hain 
Celestial Group, Kellogg, 
Amy Kitchen, and Canada’s 
Daiya foods are leading the 
vegan food business and 
putting billions of their dol-
lars into vegan businesses.  
Even in India, brands like 
Veggie Champ, Vegeta Gold, 
and SoftSpot Urban Platter 
are fast growing and finding 
many takers of their prod-
ucts. Recently, Bollywood 
actors Ritesh and Genelia 
Deshmukh launched their 
start-up ‘Imagine Meats’. 

Though consumers seem 
increasingly fascinated, 
consumption remains slug-
gish. The comparatively 
higher price of vegan foods 
vis-a-vis animal-based 
foods discourages common 
customers from trying this 
unique product in the mar-
ket. Further aroma, taste, 
cooking, consumption, and 
texture of vegan products 
are new to the customers, 
which affects their faster ac-

ceptance among customers. 
Opponents of vegan foods 

have claimed that they are 
generally deficient in some 
crucial nutrients like pro-
tein and vitamin B12 and 
have alleged that such food 
may cause diseases like 
anaemia and hormonal dis-
balance. More research and 
consumer education would 
be required to make vegan 
food for the masses. 

It can be argued that any 
new product, and more so a 
food product, will take time 
to become a thing of house-
hold consumption. Also, 
veganism does not only in-
clude food but goes much 
beyond food which also 
needs to change how con-
sumers and society think. 
It may take time. But con-
sidering the increasing con-
cern for the environment, 
health, and sustainability, 
days are not very far when 
we will find vegan products 
in our neighbourhood Ki-
rana stores. 
Niraj Kumar is a Professor of 
Rural Management at XIM 
University, Bhubaneswar 
Mohit Sharma is a faculty of 
Agribusiness at RPCAU Pusa 
(Bihar) 

Food consumers go vegan post-Covid 

The Prime Minister sent 
out a strong signal to 
China as well as Pakistan 
on terrorism, setting the 
narrative and agenda 
for the conference. 
The interactions that 
would follow the PM’s 
opening remarks would 
definitely include the 
stuff critical of any such 
powers (read China and 
Pakistan) that promote 
or protect terrorists. 
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The Karnataka High 
Court in the case 
Sunita w/o Bharat Ku-

mar Aitawade & Anr v Ma-
likjan s/o Bhaskar Sannakki 
observed and has quashed 
the proceedings initiated 
against two former directors 
of a company under Section 
138 of the Negotiable Instru-
ments Act, 1881 wherein it 
was claimed by the complain-
ant that when he invested the 
money in the company, they 
were directors.

The single judge bench 
comprising of Justice Hemant 
Chandangoudar observed 
and has allowed the petition 
filed by Sunita and Vidya 
and quashed the proceedings 
pending against them. In the 
present case, a private com-
plaint was filed under Section 
200 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1973 (for short, 

‘the Act’), wherein it is alleged 
that the cheque, which was 
issued by the Company in fa-
vor of the complainant, when 

presented for realization was 
dishonored for the wants of 
funds. Thus, the Magistrate, 
after recording of the sworn 
statement of the complainant, 
took the cognizance of the of-
fence punishable under Sec-
tion 138 of the Act and issued 
summons to the accused.

It was contended by the 
petitioners that the petition-
ers ceased to be the Directors 
of the Company with effect 
from 22.03.2017, which is 
evident from Form No.DIR-12. 

Further, it was submitted by 
him that the registration of 
the complaint against the 
petitioners-accused Nos.5 
and 6 is not sustainable in law.

However, it was contended 
by the complainant that the 
petitioner or accused were 
directors on the date when 
the complainant invested 
the money with the petition-
er or accused company and 
cheque which was issued by 
the company was for repay-
ing of amount invested by the 

respondent or complaint and 
hence Magistrate has rightly 
taken cognizance and same 
does not warrant any inter-
ference

COURT FINDINGS:
It has been stated by the 
bench that on 01.08.2019, 
the cheque was issued. The 
petitioners who being the 
Directors of the Company, 
ceased to be the Directors 
of the Company with effect 
from 22.03.2017, which be-

ing evident from the Form 
No.DIR-12, which is being 
issued by Registrar of the 
Companies and the same has 
remained uncontroverted.

Accordingly, the bench 
held that it implies that the 
petitioners ceased to be the 
Directors of the Companies 
as on the date of issuance of 
the cheque. Against the peti-
tioners, the registration of the 
complaint for the offence is 
punishable under Section 138 
of the Act is not sustainable.

IN COURT

KARNATAKA HC: COMPLAINANT CAN’T 
SEEK TO PROSECUTE COMPANY’S 
FORMER DIRECTORS FOR CHEQUE 
ISSUED TO REPAY AMOUNT INVESTED 
WHEN THEY HELD OFFICE | NI ACT
TDG NETWORK 

The Karnataka High Court in the case 
Umadevi Murugesh & Anr versus State of 
Karnataka observed and has granted antici-
patory bail to the wife and child of a practis-
ing advocate, who is accused for sending fake 
orders to his client.

The Single judge bench comprising of Jus-
tice Rajendra Badamikar observed and has 
allowed the plea filed by the woman and 
her son. The court stated and has directed 
the petitioners/accused Nos.2 and 3 to be 
enlarged on bail in event of their arrest, in 
Crime No.44/2022 of Vidhana Soudha Police 
Station, registered for the offences punish-
able under Section 420, Section 465,Section 
468 of Indian Penal Code, 1860 on each of 
them executing personal bond for a sum of 
Rs.1,00,000 (Rupees One Lakhs only) with 
one surety for the like-sum.

Further, it has been alleged in the FIR by 
the complainant that she had filed two cases 
in the high court and has engaged the lawyer 
by paying him a sum of Rs 10 Lakh by way of 
Demand Draft, Cheques and Cash.

Further, the lawyer allegedly sent court 
orders to her through WhatsApp, while 
bearing the seal of the high court as well as 
signature of the Registrar. Thus, she could 
not locate the orders there, when the com-
plainant checked the website.

On July 4, the present complaint was filed 
before the police. Therefore, it was also stat-
ed that the lawyer’s wife and son had also 
received a certain amount from the com-
plainant. 

COURT FINDINGS:
The bench while going through the records 
stated that there being an allegation in the 
complaint that the amount is also being paid 
to the present petitioners but it has not been 
produced by the prosecution any scrap of pa-
per for showing that any amount was depos-
ited to the account of the present petitioners.

It has also been noted by the court that the 
petitioners are not legal petitioners and the 
allegation made discloses that it was only 
the lawyer “who has forged the order of the 
court and sent through WhatsApp to the 
complainant”. Moreover, it has also been said 
that one of the petitioners is the woman and 
the other is a student and the offences alleged 
are not exclusively punishable with death or 
life imprisonment, and are being triable by 
the learned Magistrate. Further the main al-
legation regarding cheating and forgery is 
against accused No.1.

Further, the court does not find any impedi-
ment for admitting the petitioners on bail. 
Thus, the other apprehensions which are 
the learned HCGP can be meted by impos-
ing certain conditions.

IN COURT

Karnataka High Court: Granted 
Anticipatory Bail To Wife & Son 
Of Lawyer Accused Of Sending 
Fake Judicial Orders To client

TDG NETWORK 

The Top Court postponed 
the hearing in a plea filled 
wherein challenging the 
delimitation exercise 
which is carried out for 
redrawing the Legislative 
Assembly and Lok Sab-
ha constituencies in the 
Union Territory of Jammu 
& Kashmir to November 29, 
the court after hearing the 
submission of the Solicitor 
general of India Tushar 
Mehta who requested for 
some time to file additional 
documents in the matter.

The bench comprising of 
Justice S K Kaul and Justice 
A S Oka observed and has 
ordered that the additional 
documents be filed within 
a week’s time and posted 
the plea for next hearing 
on November 29. Further, 
it was ordered by the court 
to the petitioner for filling 
a brief synopsis of five (5) 
pages limited to the issues 
pertaining to the petition.

However, it has been 
made clear by the court 
that this court will not hear 

constitutional challenges 
which are relating to the 
abrogation of Article 370 
of the Constitution in the 
plea and the constitutional 
bench will hear any argu-
ments regarding that.

Before the court, it has 
been submitted by the 
Solicitor General of India 
Tushar Mehta that he had 
a word with the secretary 
concerned who had dealt 
with the matter and has 
come to the conclusion that 
few additional documents 
needed to be submitted be-
fore the court and therefore 
some time is needed.

The bench observed in 
the last hearing that the 
petitioners, the two resi-
dents of Kashmir, had not 
challenged in the plea the 
abrogation of Article 370 of 
the Constitution and there-
fore any submissions con-
cerning that would not be 
allowed. The bench noted 
that that the challenge in 
this plea was limited to the 
exercise which is undertak-
en in respect of the delimi-
tation pursuant to the noti-

fications which is including 
those of 06.03.2020 and 
03.03.2021. Further, it was 
then asked by the top court 
that the respondent to fill 
their counter within a pe-
riod of six (6) weeks.

It has been submitted by 
the counsel appearing for 
the petitioner before the 
court that in the last hear-
ing it was challenge with 
respect to the alteration of 
boundaries and inclusion 
of extended areas which 
could not have been done 
and the same being against 
the very scheme of the 
Constitution of India.

The petition filled prayed 
for declaring that the in-
crease in the number of 
seats from 107 to 114 (in-
cluding 24 seats in PoK) in 
Jammu and Kashmir is ul-
tra vires the constitutional 
provisions such as Article 
81, Article 82, Article 170, 
Article 330 and Article 332 
and the statutory provi-
sions particularly under 
section 63 of the Jammu & 
Kashmir Reorganisation 
Act, 2019.

It has also been submit-
ted in the petition that the 
last Delimitation Commis-
sion that was set up in July 
2002 and the guidelines 
are issued and the method-
ology for the delimitation 
of assembly and the par-
liamentary constituencies 
which clearly stated that 
the total number of exist-
ing seats in the Legislative 
Assemblies of all states, as 
fixed based on the 1971 cen-
sus shall remain unaltered 
till the first census which 
is to be taken after the year 
2026.

Therefore, the plea filled 
challenges the notification 
dated 06.03.2020 which 
essentially constituted 
the delimitation commis-
sion in the UT of J&K and 
states of Assam, Manipur, 
Arunachal Pradesh and 
Nagaland. Further, it is 
challenged in the plea that 
the omission of Assam, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Ma-
nipur and Nagaland from 
the process of delimitation 
vide notification dated 
03.03.2021.

IN COURT

SC TO HEAR PLEA ON NOVEMBER 29: 
PETITION CHALLENGING DELIMITATION 
EXERCISE IN JAMMU & KASHMIR

TDG NETWORK 

The National Company 
Law Appellate Tribunal 
(“NCLAT”), in the case 
Chipsan Aviation Private 
Limited v Punj Llyod Avia-
tion Limited, the princi-
pal bench comprising of 
Chairperson, Justice Ashok 
Bhushan and the Technical 
Member, Mr. Barun Mitra 
observed while adjudicat-
ing an appeal filed and has 
held that an advance paid 
towards a service fall with-
in definition of operational 
debt, even if there was no 
privity of contract between 
the Parties.

FACTS OF THE CASE:
The Appellant/ Operational 
Creditor, Chipsan Aviation 
Pvt. Ltd was engaged in a 
business with Respondent/
Corporate Debtor, Punj 
Llyod Aviation Limited for 
charter services of aero-
planes and helicopter, hired 
on long term basis from 
non-scheduled operators/
owners. The operational 
creditor had advanced an 
amount of Rs.60 lakhs to 

the Corporate Debtor for 
aviation related services on 
28.03.2016. Moreover, the 
Corporate Debtor dis not 
provided the services nor 
the advance amount was 
refunded. 

Therefore, the advance 
payment made by the Op-
erational Creditor to the 
Corporate Debtor reflect-
ed in the Balance Sheets of 
the Corporate Debtor as on 
31.03.2016 under the head 
current liabilities. Since, 
the amount of Rs.60 lakhs 
was continuously shown 
as advance received from 
the customers during fi-
nancial years 2015-2016, 
2016-2017 and 2017-2018.

The Operational Creditor 
issued a Demand Notice 
under Section 8 of the In-
solvency and Bankruptcy 
Code, 2016 (“IBC”) on 
19.09.2019 to the Corporate 
Debtor demanding refund 
of the advance amount. A 
petition was filled by the 
Operational Creditor un-
der Section 9 of IBC, seek-
ing initiation of Corporate 
Insolvency Resolution 

Process (“CIRP”) against 
the Corporate Debtor over 
a default of Rs.97,40,055/-, 
inclusive of interest, when 
no refund was received.

However, the Corporate 
Debtor in its Reply to Sec-
tion 9 petition contended 
that there was no priv-
ity of contract between the 
Parties and no Operational 
Debt exists under Section 
5(21) of IBC. The contract 
dated 01.04.2016 of the 
Operational Creditor was 
with M/s Buildarch Avia-
tion. The plea filled was 
bar by limitation as the ad-
vance payment was made 
on 28.03.2016 and the peti-
tion was filed after expiry 
of the three years.

The plea filled under 
Section 9 was rejected by 
the Adjudicating Author-
ity vide an order dated 
06.01.2022., the bench 
while holding that advance 
payment made by Opera-
tional Creditor to the Cor-
porate Debtor does not fall 
within the definition of an 
Operational Debt. An ap-
peal before the NCLAT has 

been filled by the Opera-
tional Creditor against the 
order dated 06.01.2022.

NCLAT DECISION:
It was observed that the 
bench placed reliance on 
the Supreme Court judg-
ment in the case Construc-
tion Consortium Limited 
v Hitro Energy Solutions 
Pvt. Ltd, wherein it was 
held that the expression ‘in 
respect of’ in Section 5(21) 
has to be interpreted in a 
broad and purposive man-
ner and advance payment 
for goods and services is an 
Operational Debt.

Further, the bench ob-
served that though there 
being no privity of contract 
between the Parties, the 
Bench yet opined that the 
advance payment of Rs. 
60 lakhs were clearly an 
Operational Debt. An er-
ror has been committed by 
the Adjudicating Authority 
in rejecting Section 9 peti-
tion and thus Order dated 
06.01.2022 was set aside. 
The bench revived the Sec-
tion 9 petition.

IN COURT

NCLAT Delhi: Advance Paid 
Towards Service Is Operational Debt

TDG NETWORK 
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The Telecom Regulatory 
Authority of India (TRAI) 

has today released its rec-
ommendations on ‘Regu-
latory Framework for 
Promoting Data Economy 
Through Establishment of 
Data Centres (DCs), Con-
tent Delivery Networks 
(CDNs), and Interconnect 
Exchanges (IXPs) in India’. 

National Digital Commu-
nications Policy (NDCP) 
2018 under strategy, provi-
sion number 2.2(f). (i)en-
visages “Evolving enabling 
regulatory frameworks and 
incentives for promoting 
the establishment of Inter-
national Data Centres, Con-
tent Delivery Networks, 
and Independent Intercon-
nect exchanges in India”.

Accordingly, the Author-
ity suo-moto issued de-
tailed Consultation Paper 
(CP) on the subject and 
after considering the com-
ments/ inputs received 
from the stakeholders dur-
ing consultation process 
and further analysis of the 
issues, Authority has final-
ized these Recommenda-
tions to boost to digital in-
frastructure ecosystem in 
the country including DCs, 
CDNs and IXPs. The salient 
features of the recommen-
dations are as follows:

DATA CENTRES
Facilitating & Incentivizing 
establishment of Data Cen-
tres (DCs) and DC Parks

Authority has recom-
mended to bring out Data 
Centre Incentivization 
Scheme (DCIS) for estab-
lishing Data Centres (DCs) 
and Data Centre Parks (Dc 
Parks). DCIS to have two 
list of incentives –

Certain Centre specific 
fiscal and non-fiscal incen-
tives and can be rolled out 
by the Central Government. 

The other in form of a 
guideline to the States; leav-
ing flexibility to States to 
announce fiscal incentives 
through their policies. 

Operationalizing a Data 
Centre specific portal on 
National Single Window 
System (NSWS) for -

Time-bound single win-
dow clearances with provi-
sion for deemed approval 
after elapse of prescribed 
timelines for non-critical 
category permissions

Mandatory online reg-
istration of new DCs/DC 
Park operators without any 
obligation or registration 
fees. This will be purely for 
statistical and record pur-
poses.

Issue of notifications, an-
nouncement of schemes & 
benefits, facility to interact 
and respond to queries of 
potential investors, and 
grievance redressal of exist-
ing and prospective DC/DC 
Park operators.

A national level DC Readi-
ness Index (DCRI) frame-
work to be implemented 
by Central Government to 
rank Indian states as per 
their suitability to promote 

DC sector. An indicative 
list of parameters and their 
weightages for ranking the 
States has been suggested.

Central  Government 
should prepare guidelines 
listing out the incentives 
for the Data Centres and 
DC Parks for the states that 
have scanty DC footprints, 
in line with other advanced 
states. The scheme should, 
inter-alia, offer incentives 
in form of land, capital sub-
sidy and Interest subsidy. 
In such a scheme, while 
the land may be offered by 
respective states, the ex-
penses on other offered in-
centives including capital 
and interest should have at 
least 75% contribution from 
central government.

Establish DC Economic 
Zones (DCEZs) - Out of sug-
gested list of 33 SEZs which 
are located in areas with 
abandon power and water, 
one SEZ can be identified 
each in State of Andhra 
Pradesh, Kerala, Karnata-
ka, Maharashtra, Haryana, 
UP, MP, Gujarat, Rajasthan, 
and Odisha, for either con-
verting them into DCEZs or 
for carving out zones out of 
these SEZs for establishing 
DCs/DC parks.

Developing India specific 
building norms, standards, 
and security certification 
framework

BIS should be entrusted 
upon for developing differ-
ent India-specific building 
standard for construction 
of DCs and to develop In-
dia specific standard-based 

certification framework for 
the DCs. 

For addressing security 
aspects of DCs, TEC and 
STQC should jointly work 
to develop DC security cer-
tification framework based 
on third party Audits.

Connectivity to Cable 
Landing Stations (CLS)

For coastal states intend-
ing to promote setting up 
of new CLS, it has been rec-
ommended that they may 
consider incentives and 
facilitations of CLSs as has 
been undertaken by State of 
Gujarat in its IT/ITeS Policy 
2022-27. 

For laying and maintain-
ing OFC infrastructure to 
CLS, RoW charges may be 
waived off. 

POWER RELATED
DoT to take up with Min-
istry of Power to look into 
the submissions made by 
stakeholders for formula-
tion of a DC conducive yet 
simplified framework for 
power addressing the is-
sues that have been flagged 
in the recommendations, 
inter-alia, including: 

Energy banking provi-
sions for DC/ DC park op-
erators who opt to produce 
renewal energy for con-
sumption for DC/ DC Parks 
should be extended to year-
ly basis. 

Providing land on priority 
and on concessional rates 
to DC/ DC park operators 
for establishing solar power 
plants.

DC and DC Park sites 

should be allowed to oper-
ate as backup power infra-
structure without any hin-
drance from state pollution 
control boards (SPCB) or 
Central pollution control 
board (CPCB). 

PROMOTING GREEN DCS
Indian Green Building 
Council (IGBC) along with 
Telecommunication En-
gineering Centre (TEC) 
should be entrusted with 
task of framing certification 
standards of green DCs in 
India. 

Government should form 
a scheme to invite Requests 
for Proposal (RFP) on an 
experimental basis for new 
technology/methods/pro-
cesses that can be adopted 
for promoting green DCs. 

CAPACITY BUILDING
National Telecom Insti-
tute for Policy Research & 
Training (NTIPRIT) under 
Department of Telecommu-
nication (DoT), MeitY, All 
India Council for technical 
Education (AICTE) and 
Telecom Sector Skill Coun-
cil (TSSC) should closely 
collaborate with DC indus-
try to develop tailor-made 
short and long-term cours-
es. A suggestive list of DC 
related courses at diploma, 

undergraduate and post-
graduate level has also been 
recommended. 

Addressing demand side 
issues of Digital Data Infra-
structure – 

Data digitization, sharing 
and monetization – A statu-
tory body Data Digitization 
and Monetization Council 
(DDMC) for steering the 
data digitization drive be 
prescribed at the Centre, 

Data Ownership – Gov-
ernment should put in place 
a data sharing and consent 
management framework 
on lines of DEPA frame-
work to provide telecom 
subscribers consent based 
option to share their KYC 
data with recipient TSP 
when they port their num-
bers. 

Data Ethics – DDMC 
should also be entrusted 
with responsibility of put-
ting in place an overarch-
ing framework for ethical 
use of data both by Gov-
ernment as well as by cor-
porate in India. The frame-
work should address the 
generic as well as vertical 
sector specific require-
ments. 

CONTENT DELIVERY 
NETWORKS (CDNS)
CDNs play an important 

role in the value chain of 
content delivery ecosys-
tem. The internet traffic, 
which was earlier being 
delivered by ISPs alone, is 
now being delivered by ISP 
and CDN combined. ISPs 
perform load balancing, 
traffic engineering and of-
fers guaranteed quality of 
service to end users. CDN 
Players also leverage vari-
ous techniques like load 
balancing, caching, opti-
mization, use of security 
protocols, etc. for ensuring 
better delivery of content 
to end users in association 
with TSPs. CDN players 
are major contributors to 
the network traffic and 
can affect the overall qual-
ity of service. Accordingly, 
TRAI, in its consultation 
process, had discussed 
various CDN-ISP intercon-
nection and collaboration 
related policy and regula-
tory concerns. Issues relat-
ed to challenges for estab-
lishing CDN in the country 
and how CDN Industry 
can be incentivized, were 
also discussed. 

To address these issues, 
TRAI has recommended 
that CDN players should 
be registered with DoT 
through a simple online 
registration process. The 
suggestive draft for guide-
lines for registration of 
CDN players along with 
registration form and reg-
istration certificate has 
been recommended with 
one time registration fee of 
Rs 10,000. 

The incentives recom-
mended for DCs should 
also help in proliferation 
of CDNs in the country and 
this would in turn provide 
the boost to digital infra-
structure ecosystem, in-
cluding CDNs and IXPs. 

INTERCONNECT EX-
CHANGES PROVIDERS 
(IXPS)
Currently, IXPs are re-
quired to obtain Internet 
Service Providers (ISPs) 
license which has several 
onerous licensing condi-
tions related to subscriber 
verification, security etc 
which are not relevant to 
them. This creates artificial 
entry barriers. To address 
this issue and promote set-
ting up of more IXPs, espe-
cially in Tier-II and Tier-III 
cities, TRAI has recom-
mended that a separate 
authorization in Unified 
License may be created for 
IXPs with terms and con-
ditions that are much less 
onerous than ISP license 
authorization.

All existing players, in-
cluding, NIXI should be 
brought within this licens-
ing framework in a stipu-
lated time not exceeding six 
months.

Government should extend 
the existing list of products 
under PLI and PPP-PMI 
schemes to explicitly include 
classifications of equipment 
related to CDN and IXP.
The recommendations have 
been placed on TRAI’s web-
site www.trai.gov.in

TRAI RELEASES RECOMMENDATIONS ON ‘REGULATORY 
FRAMEWORK FOR PROMOTING DATA ECONOMY’ 

TELECOM 
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National security should not be con-
sidered a zero-sum game, but a truly 
collective enterprise, which can cre-
ate a global order beneficial to all. 
This was stated by Raksha Mantri 
Shri Rajnath Singh during his ad-
dress at the 23rd International Con-
ference of Chief Justices of the World 
in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh on No-
vember 18, 2022. The Raksha Man-
tri elaborated on the broad thinking 
enshrined in Article 51 of the Indian 
Constitution which says, ‘The State 
shall endeavour to promote inter-
national peace and security, main-
tain just and honourable relation 
between nations, foster respect for 
international law and encourage 
settlement of international disputes 
by arbitration’. 

Shri Rajnath Singh stated that 
India has adopted these high ide-
als in spirit and deeds throughout 
its journey after Independence and 
has always striven to treat the world 
as brotherhood and the global com-
munity as a family. He added that 
Article 51 of the Indian Constitution, 
which insists on the establishment 
of global peace, is not meant for In-
dia alone, but for the whole world. 
“It is our moral responsibility to 
strive to build a world that is safe, 
secure and just for all times to come. 
In fact, in India, our leaders and vi-
sionaries have always dreamt of a 
world without borders, where man-
kind can breathe freely and solve 
problems together, which would 
otherwise be considered insur-
mountable. Many multilateral or-
ganisations, such as United Nations 
Security Council, have been work-
ing towards creating a global order. 
There is a need to elevate it to a level 
of shared interests and shared secu-
rity for all,” said the Raksha Mantri, 
while presenting a road map for the 
future. 

Shri Rajnath Singh stressed the 
need to create a win-win situation 
for all, which is guided by enlight-
ened self-interest, sustainable and 
resilient to shocks, instead of a nar-
row self-interest, not beneficial in 
the long-run. “Strong and prosper-
ous India will not be built at the cost 
of others; rather, we are here to help 
other nations realise their full poten-
tial,” he added. 

The Raksha Mantri referred to 
the recent global response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, stating that 
it highlighted the urgent require-
ment of multinational collaboration 
in information sharing, situation 
analysis, as also research, develop-
ment and production of the vaccine. 
He termed it as an important les-
son, which highlighted the need for 
greater understanding, connect and 
cooperative initiatives between in-
stitutions and organisations, within 
and across nations, in handling is-
sues of national and international 
security. “The pandemic also gave 
a chance to us as a country, to put 
into practice our deeply held belief 
of ‘Vasudev Kutumbakam’, when 
we undertook landmark initiatives, 

such as Operation Samudra Setu 
and Vaccine Maitri. The impact of 
these initiatives has been very much 
visible in our bilateral relations with 
countries in the neighbourhood and 
beyond,” he said.

The Raksha Mantri reiterated that 
India believes in a multi-aligned 
policy which is realised through 
diverse engagements with multiple 
stakeholders, so that concerns of all 
are addressed for a prosperous fu-
ture. He described it as the only way 
that can lead to shared responsibil-
ity and prosperity. 
“India does not believe in a world 
order where few are considered 
superior to others. Our actions are 
guided by the very essence of hu-
man equality and dignity, which is a 
part of our ancient ethos and strong 
moral foundations and give us our 
political strength. Even our freedom 
struggle was based on the bedrock 
of high moral values. Therefore, 
realpolitik cannot be the fig leaf for 
being immoral or amoral. Rather, 
enlightened self-interest of nations 
can be promoted within the frame-
work of strategic morality, which 
is predicated on the understanding 

and respect for the legitimate strate-
gic imperative of all the civilised na-
tions,” said Shri Rajnath Singh. 

The Raksha Mantri highlighted 
that India’s partnership with any 
nation is based on sovereign equal-
ity and mutual respect, adding that 

“forging relations comes naturally 
to us, as we work towards mutual 
economic development.” He called 
for exploring ways and finding so-
lutions to problems that transcend 
national boundaries and preparing 
a roadmap that can contribute to-
wards building a more peaceful and 
sustainable world. 

The conference was attended by 
Mr Prithvirajsing Roopun, GCSK, 
President of Mauritius; Sir Rodney 
Errey Lawrence Williams GCMG, 
Governor-General, Antigua & 
Barbuda; Mr Emil Constantinescu, 
former President of Romania; Mr 
Stjepan Mesic, former President of 
Croatia; Mr Jocelerme Privert, for-
mer President of Haiti; Dr Pakalitha 
B. Mosisili, former Prime Minister 
of Lesotho; Mr Jean-Henry Ceant, 
former Prime Minister of Haiti; Mr 
Alban Sumana Kingsford Bagbin, 
Speaker of Parliament, Ghana and 
Chief Justices, Judges and Legal Lu-
minaries of the Supreme Courts & 
High Courts of different countries.

Union Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, Consumer Af-
fairs, Food and Public Distri-
bution and Textiles,  Piyush 
Goyal has said that technol-
ogy, innovation and problem-
solving approach of start-ups 
is a force multiplier which 
will help India acquire global 
dominance in the sphere of 
technology and innovation. 
He was speaking at the 25th 
Bangaluru Tech Summit in 
Bengaluru today.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Goyal said that Indian Start-
ups are almost playing the 
role of a booster dose in the 
post pandemic recovery that 
India is leading from the 
front. Despite geo-political 
challenges that has pushed 
world trade back and when 
countries are falling into 
recessionary mode, it is our 
bright young boys and girls 
who have helped India lead 
global recovery, he said.

Goyal gave examples of 
the recent big innovations 
by the Indian tech industry 
that have been noticed in the 
world. He said that initiatives 
like unified payment gate-
way, UPI, managing Covid 
vaccination and a common 
identity card for over a billion 
people in form of Aadhaar 
Card, health care through 
Ayushman Bharat and sup-
ply of rations seamlessly to 
the poorest with One nation 
one ration card – these are 
all examples of platforms 
developed by our young in-
novators.

Speaking of the resilience 
of Indian economy, the Min-
ister said that our inflation is 

in fact falling and even today 
it is half the level it used to be 
ten years ago. We have a situ-
ation where through eight 
years of relentless efforts to 
strengthen the basic struc-
ture of Indian economy and 
having mandated the central 
bank in 2014-15 to keep in-
flation in check we have had 
an average rate of inflation of 
about 4.5 percent over this 
period, he said. We still have 
inflation fairly under control 
at 6.5 percent, he added. He 
expressed the confidence that 
we will continue to power the 
world economic recovery and 
when we reach 100 years of 
independence in 2047 we 
will certainly be among the 
top three economies in the 
world.

Speaking of Bengaluru, 

Goyal said that the city has 
truly unleashed a new era 
for India as we march on the 
journey to become a devel-
oped nation. On this occa-
sion we can look back on the 
laurels that Bengaluru has 
achieved, he said. He pointed 
out that over 40 out of the 
100 unicorns are housed in 
Bengaluru and a huge ecosys-
tem has been created here in 
form of private equity inves-
tors, venture capitalists, R&D 
centres, incubation centres, 
the very high quality of talent 
and manpower skills. Karna-
taka and Bengaluru are the 
flagbearers of India of tomor-
row, he added.

Speaking of the ONDC 
initiative, Goyal said that the 
government under the guid-
ance of Shri Narendra Modi is 
trying to democratise ecom-
merce. The government is try-
ing to save the small mom and 
pop stores by giving them an 
opportunity to participate 
in the vibrant ecommerce 
network, he said. Bengaluru 
will have a big role to play in 
this development and when 
this initiative succeeds and 
is known globally, it will be 
remembered that it started 
in Bengaluru with the initial 
testing being done in this city, 
he added. Goyal pointed out 
that India has taken up the 
presidency of G20 this year 
from 1st of December. It is 
great opportunity to show-
case India’s achievements and 
opportunities to the rest of 
the world, he said. We are to-
gether going to work to make 
sure that our start-ups and in-
novators get the opportunity 
to present themselves at the 
world stage, he added.

NATIONAL SECURITY  COMMERCE

National security not a zero-
sum game: Rajnath Singh 

TECHNOLOGY, INNOVATION AND PROBLEM-
SOLVING APPROACH OF INDIAN START-UPS WILL 
HELP THE COUNTRY ACQUIRE GLOBAL DOMINANCE 
IN THE SPHERE OF TECHNOLOGY : PIYUSH GOYAL 

This would be done Through Establishment of Data Centres, Content Delivery Networks, and Interconnect Exchanges in India”

n  ONDC will provide 
the platform for 
small businesses and 
mom and pop stores 
to compete with big 
ecommerce com-
panies: Shri Piyush 
Goyal

n  Goyal said Bengaluru 
has unleashed a new 
era for India’s march 
to become a devel-
oped nation

n  Over 40 out of the 100 
unicorns are housed 
in Bengaluru and a 
huge ecosystem has 
been created here in 
form of private equity 
investors, venture 
capitalists, R&D cen-
tres, incubation cen-
tres and a big pool of 
very high quality of 
talent: Piyush Goyal

n  National Secuirity is a col-
lective enterprise crucial for 
global order beneficial to all: 
Raksha Mantri during 23rd 
International Conference of 
Chief Justices in Lucknow, UP

n  “India does not believe in a 
hierarchical world order; 
Multi-aligned policy will lead 
to shared responsibility & 
prosperity”

n  India’s partnership with any 
nation is based on sovereign 
equality & mutual economic 
development: Rajnath Singh
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UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said on Thursday 
that as COP27 is scheduled to wrap up in 24 hours but coun-
tries remain divided on several significant issues including 
‘loss and damage’, Guterres requested all parties to rise to the 
urgency of the moment and agree on real solutions to solve 
humanity’s greatest challenge. “COP27 is scheduled to close 
in 24 hours - and the parties remain divided on a number of 
significant issues as it was referred. There has been clearly, 
as in past times, a breakdown in trust between North and 
South, and between developed and emerging economies. This 
is no time for finger pointing. The blame game is a recipe for 
mutually assured destruction,” Guterres told journalists. 
“I am here to appeal to all parties to rise to this moment and 
to the greatest challenge that humanity is facing,” he added. 
The UN chief asked nations countries to deliver the kind of 
meaningful action that people and the planet desperately 
need. “The world is watching and has a simple message: stand 
and deliver,” he underscored. Guterres reminded world lead-
ers that global emissions are at their highest levels in history, 
and climate impacts are decimating economies and societies. “
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COUNTERACTION

Taliban faces social media 
backlash for detaining 
women’s rights activists 

The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan has 
now demanded reasons for the continued detention of Zarifa 
Yaqoubi and other human rights activists,.UNAMA has fur-
ther added that it is seeking to access and contact the detained 
activists and know their whereabouts. It has also stressed 
that the detainees must have the right to contact their family 
members even when these activists have been detained in 
unknown locations by the Taliban. UNAMA has urged this 
when the harsh treatment of Taliban forces toward human 
rights activists extremely deteriorates the human rights situ-
ation in the country after its hostile takeover of the country. 
Previously, Taliban forces had arrested woman journalists 
and human rights activists which included Zarifa Yaqoubi 
on November 3. During the arrest armed male and female 
officers of Taliban forces barged into a press conference held 
in Dasht-e-Barchi a neighbourhood in Kabul. 
        Just after the arrest, the mobile phones of these de-

tainees including Zarifa Yaqoubi were taken by force. 
Yet another woman rights activist Farhat Popalzai had 
been allegedly detained on November 8. As there has 
been no information about Farhat’s whereabouts since 
November 8, Khama Press reported citing local sources. 
As per reports, events of detaining of human rights activists 
and women rights activists have not been good for the Taliban 
as they have been facing public backlash from social media 
users across the world. Social media users have been calling 
these detentions wrong and illegitimate.

North Korea  has 
launched a ballistic 
missile, the Japanese 

Prime Minister’s Office said 
in a statement. Pyongyang 
fired what seemed to be an 
intercontinental ballistic 
missile (ICBM) eastward  
On Friday, a defence source 
said according to the reports. 
Japanese Prime Minister’s 
Office tweeted, “[Emergen-
cy alert] North Korea has 
launched a suspected ballis-
tic missile. More updates to 
follow.” South Korea’s Joint 
Chiefs of Staff (JCS) ear-
lier announced that North 
Korea fired an unspecified 
ballistic missile. The JCS did 
not specify the details re-
garding the ballistic missile. 
The preliminary analysis 
conducted by the military 

has hinted that it is an inter-
continental ballistic missile, 
news agency reported cit-
ing a source who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity. 
The development comes 
after North Korean Foreign 
Minister Choe Son-hui said 
that Pyongyang will take 
“fiercer” military actions if 

the United States bolsters its 
“extended deterrence” com-
mitment to regional allies. 
Japanese Prime Minister Fu-
mio Kishida has directed of-
ficials to ensure the safety of 
aircraft, vessels and other as-
sets. He has said that officials 
must take all measures for 
precautions. He has ordered 

the officials to collect and an-
alyze information and pro-
vide adequate information. 
Japanese Prime Minis-
ter’s Office in a tweet said, 
“PM’s instructions Dedicate 
maximum effort to gather 
& analyze information, & 
provide the public speedy 
& adequate information. 2. 
Ensure the safety of aircraft, 
vessels, & other assets. 3. 
Take all possible measures 
for precaution, incl. readi-
ness for contingencies.” 
Earlier on November 17, 
North Korea fired one 
short-range ballistic mis-
sile (SRBM) into the East 
Sea on Thursday. South 
Korea’s Joint Chief of Staff 
(JCS), said that it has de-
tected the launch. It said 
that the ballistic missile was 
launched from the Wonsan 
area in Kangwon province 
at 10:48 am (local time). 

South Korea’s Joint Chief of 
Staff stated that the missile 
flew around 240 kilome-
tres at an apogee of around 
47 kilometres at a top speed 
of Mach 4. The JCS in a text 
message sent to reporters 
termed North Korean bal-
listic missile launches as 
acts of “significant provoca-
tion” that undermine peace 
and stability in the Korean 
peninsula and in the in-
ternational community. 
“The series of North Korean 
ballistic missile launches are 
acts of significant provoca-
tion that undermine peace 
and stability not only on the 
Korean Peninsula but also 
in the international com-
munity, and a clear violation 
of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions,” reports quoted 
South Korea’s Joint Chief of 
Staff as saying in a text mes-
sage sent to reporters.

EyEbAll TO EyEbAll 

NORTh KOREA fIREs bAllIsTIC 
mIssIlE, sAys JApANEsE pm
TDG NETWORK
TOKYO

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida

Uyghur Women (file)

The Chinese government 
incentivised and forced 
inter-ethnic marriages that 
have been occurring in the 
Uyghur region since 2014. 
The new research by the 
Uyghur Human Rights 
Project (UHRP) is based 
on evidence from Chinese 
state media and policy 
documents, government-
sanctioned profiles and 
testimonials, and accounts 
from women in the Uy-
ghur diaspora. The report, 
“Forced Marriage of Uyghur 
Women: State Policies for 
Interethnic Marriage in East 

Turkistan,” examines the 
Party-State’s role in promot-
ing, incentivizing, and co-
ercing interethnic marriage 
between Uyghur women and 
Han men in East Turkistan. 
The report offers evidence to 
show that the Chinese Party-
State is actively involved 
in a campaign of force-
fully assimilating Uyghurs 
into Han Chinese society 
through mixed marriages. 
“This report brings to light 
another form of gender-
based violence that de-
mands action from con-
cerned states, relevant UN 
agencies, and women’s 
groups,” said Omer Kanat, 
UHRP Executive Director. 

ChINA’s UNlAwfUl ACT

INTER-EThNIC 
mARRIAgEs fORCEd 
ON UyghUR wOmEN

UN Secretary  General Antonio Guterres

dIsAgREEmENT 

UN chief voices 
concern as divides 
threaten COP27 

pAK pOlITICs 

Reports of threats to Imran 
Khan’s life received before 
the attack: Pak minister 

Pakistan’s Punjab Province 
Home Minister Omar Sar-
faraz Cheema has claimed 
that reports regarding seri-
ous threats to Imran Khan’s 
life were already received 
by authorities before the at-
tack on him in Wazirabad. 
Cheema further added 
that the threats to Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf chief Imran 
Khan’s life have increased 
and foolproof security is now 
being provided. It is alleged 
by Cheema that Pakistan 
Muslim League head Nawaz 
Sharif has been spreading 
religious hatred and run-
ning a campaign against 
Imran Khan, reports said. 
However, he pointed out 
that the attack on Imran 
Khan’s life in Wazirabad 
was not a part of religious 
hatred but a planned gun at-
tack. While questioning the 

transparency of the probe, 
Cheema further said that the 
investigation of the Imran 
Khan attack case is headed 
by people who are already 
conspiring and are involved 
in the assassination attempt. 
Although he has confirmed 
that an investigation into the 
case is ongoing and soon a re-
port will be released.  Imran 
Khan was shot in the legs on 
November 3, six days into the 

protest march. After the at-
tack, he had accused a senior 
army officer, Major General 
Faisal Naseer, of being be-
hind the attempt on his life. 
Imran Khan was attacked 
near his container in Pun-
jab province during his 
long march in Wazirabad 
on Thursday. He sustained 
injuries on his leg and was 
shifted to a hospital for treat-
ment. 

ECONOmy bREAKdOwN 

pAKIsTAN’s TOTAl dEbT sURgEs TO 
Rs 12 TRIllION IN fIRsT qUARTER

Pakistan’s total debt and li-
abilities spiked by Pakistani 
Rupees (Rs) 12 trillion or 23.7 
per cent in the first quarter of 
the current fiscal year, the loan 
trance from the International 
Monetary Fund and the de-
valuation of the rupee pushed 
the numbers up significantly. 
In the fiscal year, 2022-2023, 
in July-September the debt 
and liabilities stood at Rs 
62.46 trillion which is more 
than the same period of last 
fiscal year, accounting for 
Rs 50.49 trillion. The coun-
try’s debt rose 24.7 per cent 
to Rs59.37 trillion, while 
total liabilities increased 23 
per cent to Rs3.56 trillion. 
Fahad Rauf, head of research 
at Ismail Iqbal Securities 
said the increase in the debt 
was mainly by external 
sources. “Mostly the IMF 
[International Monetary 
Fund] loan tranche of USD 
1.2 billion and the impact 
of the rupee depreciation 
on overall external debt.” 
The government’s domestic 
debt increased by 18.7 per cent 
to Rs 31.40 billion.The foreign 
debt stood at Rs 17.99 trillion 

in July-September FY2023, 
30.2 per cent up from a year 
earlier, according to the fig-

ures from the State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP), according to 
the reports..

TwITTER lAyOff

Employees salute out after Musk’s 
‘extremely hardcore’ ultimatum

Twitter employees are exit-
ing the company in num-
bers after they reportedly 
received an ultimatum from 
Elon Musk to either commit 
to working in an “extremely 
hardcore” fashion at the 
company or leave the job. 
Another employee exodus 
appears to be underway at 
Twitter as many employees 
rejected Elon Musk’s terms 
for staying with the compa-
ny, choosing instead to leave.  
Some Twitter employees ap-
peared to publicly declare 
they had decided to leave 
the company as the time for 

responding to Elon Musk’s 
ultimatum approched. 
    Twitter employees started 
using the salute emoji, which 
has come to represent some-
one leaving the organisa-
tion. One worker at Twitter 

claimed in a tweet that choos-
ing to work there was “one 
of the easiest decisions ever 
made. Deciding to leave to-
day was 100% the opposite.” 
Employees told that after 
the deadline of 5 p.m. East-

ern Time, an internal Slack 
channel at the company was 
flooded with staff members 
posting the salute emoji to 
indicate they had decided not 
to sign Musk’s commitment 
and leave the organisation. 
According to an email, 
Musk wrote to colleagues 
on Wednesday, Twitter’s 
surviving employees had 
until 5 p.m. ET on Thurs-
day to decide if they wanted 
to be a part of the culture 
Musk intends to implement 
at the social media business 
or else effectively resign. 
A recent departing former 
executive from Twitter called 
the employee departures on 
Thursday a “mass exodus.” 

Elon Musk

top of the day

‘gERmANy 
ExpERIENCEs 
NATIONwIdE 
NETwORK 
dIsRUpTIONs’
BERLIN: Thousands of 
Germans have experi-
enced network disrup-
tions involving almost 
all operators across the 
country, with residents 
complaining about the 
inability to make phone 
calls. 
The reports about 
malfunctions became 
more frequent starting 
from 14:00 GMT, reports 
said. Later on Thursday, 
Hamburg police said 
emergency phone calls 
may not be available be-
cause of network failures 
. The police responded by 
increasing the number 
of officers patrolling the 
streets of the city.

pAKIsTANI fIlm 
‘JOylANd’ gETs 
CENsOR NOd 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistani 
film ‘Joyland’ which 
received multiple interna-
tional awards has finally 
got the green signal from 
the censor board of Paki-
stan after cutting a few 
scenes, reports said. The 
full board has allowed the 
local screening of Joyland, 
which was banned earlier, 
after deleting some parts. 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif formed a cabinet 
committee to look into 
the matter after some 
schools of thought had 
objected to the movie. The 
film is set in Lahore and 
revolves around the story 
of the youngest son of a 
middle-class patriarchal 
Rana family, who joins 
theatre and falls in love 
with a transgender starlet.

pElOsI sAys 
wIll NOT sEEK 
lEAdERshIp 
ROlE IN NExT 
CONgREss
WASHINGTON: US 
House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi on Thursday said 
that she will not seek 
re-election to a party 
leadership position in 
the next Congress after 
Democrats lost control 
of the lower chamber 
after the midterm elec-
tions. 

“There is no greater of-
ficial honour for me than 
to stand on this floor and 
to speak for the people 
of San Francisco. This I 
will continue to do as a 
member of the House,” 
Pelosi said in remarks 
on the chamber floor .On 
Wednesday, Joe Biden 
congratulated McCarthy 
for winning the majority 
in the House of Repre-
sentatives and vowed 
to cooperate with his 
political rivals to deliver 
results for the American 
people.

8 pAK sECURITy 
pERsONNEl 
KIllEd IN 
TwO TERROR 
INCIdENTs
ISLAMABAD: Amid the 
resurgence of militancy in 
northwest Pakistan, eight 
security personnel were 
killed in two separate 
incidents in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province on 
Wednesday. The secu-
rity personnel, who were 
killed in Lakki Marwat 
and Bajaur districts, in-
cluded six policemen and 
two soldiers, according to 
the repotrts. 
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Punjab Province Home Minister Omar Sarfaraz Cheema.

Women’s right activists protesting. (File)
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Pakistan’s default risk has 
increased sharply amid 
political turmoil and un-
certainty about talks with 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), reports said. 
The country’s default risk 
was measured by five-year 
credit-default swaps (CDS), 
insurance contracts that 
protect an investor against 
a default, The credit-de-
fault swaps increased and 
reached 75.5 per cent on 
Wednesday from 56.2 per 
cent, The increase in the 
CDS shows a ‘grave situ-
ation’ making it extremely 
difficult for the government 
to raise foreign exchange 
from markets through 
bonds or commercial bor-
rowings. Pakistan needs 
USD 32 billion to USD 34 

billion this fiscal year to 
meet its foreign obliga-
tions. According to financial 
experts, Pakistan still re-
quires about USD 23 billion 
in the remaining fiscal year. 
It continues to remain in 
the IMF programme which 
allows it to get inflows from 
the World Bank, Asian 
Development Bank and 
Asian Infrastructure Bank.   
Pakistan had told IMF that 
it would reduce the fiscal 
deficit by Rs 1500 billion in 
the current fiscal year. 

pAKIsTAN’s dEfAUlT RIsK INCREAsEs 
shARply AmId UNCERTAINTy AbOUT 
TAlKs wITh Imf
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD
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A group of US House Repub-
licans is seeking an audit of 
aid provided to Ukraine as 
the party gains a majority 
in the lower chamber fol-
lowing midterm elections. 
“I would like to announce 
that I’ve introduced a privi-
leged resolution, and what 
this will do is it will hold 
our government account-
able for all of the funding 
for Ukraine,” US Congress-
woman Marjorie Taylor 
Greene said in a press con-
ference on Thursday. “We’re 
asking for everything to do 
with military, civilian and 
financial aid . We want it 
all.” This comes as the Biden 
administration has provided 

more than USD 20 billion in 
military assistance to Kyiv, as 
well as about USD 10 billion 
in humanitarian assistance 
and about USD 13 billion in 
economic assistance, The 
Hill reported.

Adding to this, Biden has 
called for Congress to ear-
mark USD 37.7 billion in ad-
ditional funds for Ukraine. 
Greene said US taxpay-
ers deserve to know where 
their money is going, add-
ing if Congress chooses to 
vote down the resolution in 
its current session, then the 
lawmakers will introduce 
the resolution again in the 
new Congress taking office 
next year.

For next year, absolutely 
I’ll introduce this resolution 
again, but I’ll also be calling 

for a full audit. That’s what 
we want, we want to audit 
Ukraine,” she said.

Republicans also slammed 
outgoing House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi for attaching 
Ukraine aid to disaster relief 
funding and other unrelated 
measures. Massie said he 
hopes Republican leadership 
does not do the same once 
their majority takes effect in 
January.

Meanwhile, the US 
Department of Defence 
(DOD) said it welcomes 
an audit of its assistance 
to Ukraine to ensure ac-
countability to taxpayers.

“The DOD welcomes an 
audit. We always want 
to be accountable to the 
taxpayers on how their 
money is being sent.” 

aSSISTaNCE SCRUITINY

Republicans pursuing audit of 
Ukraine aid from US Congress
tdg network
WASHINGTON

A group of US senators has 
expressed concerns about 
changes made by Elon 
Musk to Twitter, asking the 
country’s antitrust regula-
tor to oversee the social me-
dia platform’s consent de-
cree and compliance with 
consumer privacy laws. 
“We write regarding Twit-
ter’s serious, willful dis-
regard for the safety and 
security of its users, and 
encourage the Federal 

Trade Commission (FTC) 
to investigate any breach 
of Twitter’s consent de-
cree or other violations of 
our consumer protection 
laws,” reads the letter to 
the Federal Trade Com-
mission (FTC) chair Lina 
Khan, which was signed by 
seven Democratic senators 
including Richard Blumen-
thal and Elizabeth Warren. 
The US lawmakers claimed 
that Twitter’s new Chief 
Executive Officer, has tak-
en alarming steps that have 
undermined the integrity 

and safety of the platform. 
“In recent weeks, Twitter’s 
new Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Elon Musk, has taken 

alarming steps that have 
undermined the integrity 
and safety of the platform, 
and announced new fea-
tures despite clear warn-
ings those changes would 
be abused for fraud, scams, 
and dangerous imperson-
ation,” the letter reads. 
The letter also noted the 
recent layoffs and resigna-
tions that have hit the com-
pany since Musk took over 
Twitter last month. They 
claimed that Musk has 
only prioritized increasing 
profits.

CONSUMER PRIVaCY

MUSk haS UNdERMINEd TwITTER’S INTEgRITY: 
US SENaTORS URgE aNTI-TRUST PRObE
tdg network
WASHINGTON

The Russian Foreign Min-
istry on Thursday accused 
a Dutch court of targeting 
Moscow during the pro-
ceedings of a case related 
to the 2014 Malaysia Air-
lines MH17 plane crash 
in eastern Ukraine which 
resulted in the deaths 
of all  298 passengers. 
The rebuke came after 
Hague District Court found 
Russian citizens Igor Gir-
kin, Sergei Dubinsky and 

Ukrainian citizen Leonid 
Kharchenko guilty of the 
MH17 plane crash. It also 
ruled that the Buk missile 
that downed the plane was 
fired from an area controlled 
by Donetsk and not Ukraine 
at the time of the incident. 
“We deeply regret that the 
Hague District Court ne-
glected the principles of im-
partial justice for the sake of 
the current political environ-
ment,” the Russian foreign 
ministry said in a statement. 
After the verdict, Moscow 
suggested the court has dam-

aged the reputation of the 
entire Dutch judicial system. 
“Both the course and the 
results of the proceedings 
indicate that it was based 
on a political order for cor-
roborating the version, 
promoted by the Hague and 
its associates in the joint 
investigation team, about 
Russia’s involvement in the 
tragedy,” the statement read. 
The MH17 passenger flight 
from Amsterdam to Ma-
laysia’s Kuala Lumpur 
crashed in the Donbas on 
July 17, 2014. All 298 pas-

sengers and crew mem-
bers on board were killed. 
The Dutch-led international 
Joint Investigation Team 
(JIT), said that the aircraft 
was shot by a Russian-made 
Buk missile originating 
from a military brigade sta-
tioned in the city of Kursk. 
Moscow said that the JIT al-
legations of Russia’s links to 
the crash were groundless, 
alleging that the investiga-
tion was biased and one-sid-
ed.Meanwhile US welcomed 
the decision  on the downing 
of Malaysian Flight MH17.

JIT aLLEgaTIONS

Russia slams Dutch court verdict 
on MH17 crash
tdg network
MOSCOW

Undermining the 
authenticity of the 
loss assessment 

that occurred in the recent 
floods, a top Pakistani of-
ficial has admitted that 
the government did not 
have district-wise data on 
the population affected 
by the devastating floods. 
The damaging disclosure 
was made by the National 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (NDMA) Director 
Brig Muhammad Umar, 
during the National As-
sembly Standing Com-

mittee on Finance held 
on Wednesday, The Ex-
press Tribune newspaper 
reported. “I do not have 
the data of the affected 
people,” said NDMA’s di-
rector when asked wheth-
er he knew how many 

people were affected in 
Sindh’s Khairpur district. 
The revelations also raise 
questions on the utility of 
the Post-Disaster Needs 
Assessment (PDNA) re-
port that has been pre-
pared by the World Bank 

with the collaboration of 
the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB), the United 
Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) and 
the European Union, 
the Tribune report said. 
According to UNDP, the 
assessment estimates total 
damages to exceed USD 
14.9 billion, and total eco-
nomic losses to reach about 
USD 15.2 billion, totaling 
nearly USD 30 billion. 
“Estimated needs for reha-
bilitation and reconstruc-
tion are at least USD 16.3 
billion, not including much 
needed new investments to 
strengthen Pakistan’s ad-

aptation to climate change 
and overall resilience to 
future climate shocks, 
or reconstruction needs 
of affected private enti-
ties,” the UN agency said. 
The Ministry of Planning, 
Development and Special 
Initiatives led the PDNA, 
which was conducted 
jointly with the ADB, the 
EU, the United Nations 
agencies with technical 
facilitation by the UNDP, 
and the World Bank. 
The floods affected 33 mil-
lion people and more than 
1,730 lost their lives. They 
are particularly impacting 
the poorest  districts. 

IMPaCT aSSESSMENT

PakISTaN adMITS $30 bN fLOOd 
LOSS aSSESSMENT fLawEd
tdg network
ISlAMAbAd

Floods affected 33 million people, more than 1,730 lost their lives
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A view of the 
snow-covered 

mountains 
near Kedarnath 

Temple, on 
Thursday. 

ANI

SNOW-CLAD

#GoodbyeTwiTTer 

#riPTwiTTer Trends afTer elon 
Musk’s hardcore’ ulTiMaTuM

The hashtag #RIPTwitter took to top trends on the 
social media platform amid mass resignation of Twitter 
employees. They reportedly received an ultimatum from 
Elon Musk to either commit to working in an “extremely 
hardcore” fashion at the company or leave the job.

One of the users tweeted, “Musk turned one of the 
biggest sites on the internet into a crater within a 
month. I never want to hear anyone call him other than 
a dipshit ever again.”

Another shared a meme and said, “Me looking back at 
my three followers one last time since Twitter about to 
shut down.”

“If Twitter really is gone tomorrow, it was a pleasure 
being here,” added another user.

One worker at Twitter claimed in a tweet that choos-
ing to work there was “one of the easiest decisions ever 
made. Deciding to leave today was 100% the opposite.”

A lawyer 
without 
a brief is 
Sachin 
Tendulkar 
without his 
bat.

— DY ChanDraChuD

BRAIN-PICKING

Chief Justice of India, after he noted that a lawyer was 
arguing his case without any copy of the brief.

THE PAPA PIYA DIALOGUES

PAPA: So, what is the 
news today, Piya? 
And what’s that stuff 

you’re eating for breakfast?
PIYA: It’s bun maska, 

Papa, and the news in the 
paper is that Elon Musk the 
new owner of Twitter is now 
asking everyone to pay eight 
dollars for a blue tick.
PAPA: Is that a one-time 

payment? For a lifetime 
maybe.
PIYA:No, it’s a monthly 

fee.
PAPA: My God! It’s like a 

water bill.
PIYA: I suppose so.
PAPA: No, it’s more than 

that. It’s like an electricity 
bill.
PIYA: I suppose so, Papa. 

(pause) Do you think some 
politician may offer towaive 
the fees?
PAPA: You’re joking. 
PIYA: No, I am not. If wa-

ter bills can be waived, elec-
tricity bills can be waived, 
why shouldn’t politicians 
offer to pay for Twitter blue 
tick charges?The millennial 
vote is very important, Papa.
PAPA: As I said, you must 

be joking. But tell me, aren’t 
your friends upset?
PIYA: Yes, they are. Ce-

lebrity authors like Stephen 
King have protested, and 
threatened to leave Twitter.
Mr Musk hasn’t listened. 
He has fired staff and says 
he needs to make Twitter 
financially viable.

PAPA: What is the use of 
a blue tick to your Twitter 
account?
PIYA: It means that 

my account is verified.
PAPA: Is that a big 

deal?
PIYA: There are other 

benefits as well.
PAPA: Such as?
PIYA: The blue tick Twit-

ter users will get priority in 
mentions and search.

PAPA:  But I 
thought it was con-
tent that mattered.
PIYA: That is the idea, yes.
PAPA: But if you have 

all this blue tick business, 

doesn’t that mean money 
will also matter, aside from 
content?
PIYA: That’s true, I sup-

pose, Papa.
PAPA: Isn’t that unfair?
PIYA: I suppose it is, Papa.
PAPA: Aren’t young peo-

ple protesting?
PIYA: People are protest-

ing, but Mr Musk will not be 
swayed.
PAPA: When I was young, 

we used to be paid to voice 
our opinions in print.
PIYA: Even now people 
are paid to voice their 

opinions, and they are 
paid much more 

than people of 
your generation 
ever were.
PAPA: Really?
PIYA: Yes, they 

are. Such people are 
called Influencers. 
PAPA: So why don’t you 

become an Influencer? 
PIYA: It’s not so simple. I 

have to keep posting inter-

esting material.
PAPA: So, do that. What 

stops you?
PIYA: Before I can become 

an Influencer, at least my ac-
count should be verified.
PAPA: So, you mean get-

ting the blue tick will be a 
kind of investment?
PIYA: Exactly, Papa.So, 

are you going to give me 
eight dollars for the blue 
tick?
PAPA: How much is that 

in rupees?
PIYA: The newspaper 

says its 710 rupees.
PAPA: As much as that?
PIYA: So, will you pay?
PAPA: Just be happy I’m 

paying for your bun maska. 
Elon Muska can wait.
PIYA: Please, Papa!
PAPA: Not open for dis-

cussion – and let me tell you 
no amount of muska is go-
ing to help you there.
PIYA: Not funny, Papa.
Rajesh Talwar is an author of 

35 books across multiple genre.

MASKA, BUN MASKA AND ELON MUSK

What makes the Kashmiri 
rose so unique

FLOWER 

Among the many medicinal 
and aromatic plants found 
in the Kashmir valley, the 
versatile rose, which is also 
referred to as the Queen as 
well as the King of flowers, 
holds a unique position.

The word ‘Rose’ was 
coined by Sappho around 
2,500 years ago. It is an ex-
cellent ornamental plant that 
is used for many purposes.

The only district in J&K 
from where the rose oil is 
extracted is the Pulwama 
district in the south of Kash-
mir valley. Oil as well as the 
extracts that are obtained 
from roses are grown here. 
From here, rose oil is extract-
ed and exported to different 
countries.

Rose cultivation in this 
district is done by both lo-
cal farmers as well at the 
government level. The In-

dian Institute of Integrative 
Medicine farm is playing an 
important role in this area. 
Along with roses, lavender, 
and other medicinal plants 
are also cultivated. This en-
terprise is also providing 
employment to many local 
people. Currently, more than 
50 workers are earning their 
livelihood on the farm.

According to experts, 30 
quintals of rose flowers yield 
one litre of oil and one litre of 
extract, after which they are 

sold in foreign markets.
It is worth noting that oil is 

obtained from three types of 
rose flowers in Kashmir Val-
ley, which include the Kash-
miri rose, the Dhar rose, and 
the Bulgir rose. According 
to experts, the climate of the 
Kashmir Valley is suitable 
for the cultivation of these 
three types of roses. The oil 
obtained from these types 
of roses is used in the per-
fumery and pharmaceutical 
industries.

There is a great demand for 
this crop in the international 
market. Therefore, the gov-
ernment is engaged in focus-
ing the attention of the local 
people for its cultivation. To 
achieve this goal, a scheme 
called ‘Aroma Mission’ has 
also been launched, under 
which the local farmers are 
being provided with all nec-
essary information and oth-
er support. Experts believe 
that if local farmers pay at-
tention to this, they can earn 
a lot of profit from it.

Rose water has been used 
in the Kashmir Valley for 
centuries. While rose water 
is sprinkled in mosques and 
monasteries of the valley 
during Friday prayers and 
Urs, its fragrance is also con-
sidered auspicious in wed-
dings and other traditional 
gatherings. In this case, the 
cultivation of roses is also 
connected with the feelings 
of the local people.

TDG NeTwork
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PANKAj TRIPATHI TO BRING 
ATAL BIHARI VAjPAYEE ON 
THE BIG SCREEN 

PARINEETI CHOPRA'S 'jUGAAD' TO SAVE FROM COLD 

BIOPIC 

HACK

Bollywood actor Pankaj 
Tripathi is roped in to por-
tray the lead role in former 
Indian Prime Minister, Atal 
Bihari Bajpayee’s upcoming 
biopic.

Taking to Instagram, 
shared a post which he cap-
tioned in Hindi, “Bharat 
zameen ka tukda nahi, jeeta 
jaagta rashtrpurush hai!, 
ye panktiyan likhne waali 
mahaan neta Shree Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee ji ki bhumika 
mujhe bade parde pr sakaar 
karne ka awsar mil raha hai, 
ye main apne saubhagya 
manta hun. #ATAL jald hi.”

Titled ‘Main Rahoon Ya 
Na Rahoon Ye Desh Rehna 
Chahiye - Atal,’ the film is 
produced by Sandeep Singh 
and Vinod Bhanushali.

The film will be an adap-
tation of Penguin Random 
House India’s book “The 
Untold Vajpayee: politician 
and paradox” by author 
Ullekh NP.

The film will go on floors in 
2023. Also, ‘Main RahoonYa 
Na Rahoon, Yeh Desh Rehna 
Chahiye - Atal’ movie will 
hit the theatres next year on 

the occasion of Christmas, 
which marks the 99th birth 
anniversary of Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee.

Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who 
led the National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) government 
from 1998-2004, was the 
first-ever leader from the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
to have become the nation’s 
Prime Minister. He served 
as Prime Minister thrice -- 
briefly in 1996, and then for 
two terms between 1998 and 
2004.

One of the prominent lead-
ers of the country and found-
er members of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, Vajpayee died 
on August 16, 2018, at the 
All India Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (AIIMS) after a 
prolonged illness. He was 93.

The late leader was con-
ferred Bharat Ratna in 2015. 
He had also been awarded Pt 
Govind Ballabh Pant Award 
for Best Parliamentarian in 
1994.

Meanwhile, Pankaj will be 
next seen in ‘OMG -Oh My 
God! 2’ alongside Akshay 
Kumar, Yami Gautam and 
Arun Govil, which is a se-
quel to the 2012 film, ‘OMG-
Oh My God!’ 

Want to feel warm during the winter? 
You can right away go to actor Parineeti 
Chopra’s Instagram account to know the 
solution.

On Thursday, Parineeti took to so-
cial media and shared that she used a 
hair dryer to keep herself warm in the 
cold region while shooting for her film 
‘Uunchai’. She called her hair dryer her 
saviour.

Parineeti also dropped a video in which 
she is seen blowing hot air into her boots 
using a hair dryer to keep her feet warm. 

The actress’ hack has impressed many.
“Waaaah.... this is quite useful,” a social 

media user commented.
“me too use dryer in winters,” another 

one wrote.
Speaking of ‘Uunchai’, the film is 

helmed by Sooraj Barjatya. It is a story 
of three friends (Anupam Kher, Amitabh 
Bachchan, and Boman Irani) who go on 
to climb Mt. Everest to fulfil the wish of 
their late friend, played by Danny Den-
zongpa. Parineeti essays the role of a trek 
leader in the film.

On receiving positive word of mouth, 
Parineeti said, “I am truly so humbled 
at the success of Uunchai, "

TDG NeTwork
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FIVE WAYS TO MAKE THE WORLD 
A BETTER PLACE
Conflicts around the globe, the widening wealth di-
vide, and the climate issue are just a few examples 
of how the world is in need of our assistance. The 
list can go on, but speaking of the positive outlook, 
we can make a huge difference by taking some 
small steps. let’s begin carrying out these five 
steps right away and make this world a better 
place.

fosTer an aniMal 
This can be such a fulfilling endeavour. 
Fostering is the most effective way to re-
lieve shelter congestion and free up space 

for more animals to be saved. some animals in 
shelters struggle with behaviour and socialization; 
fostering environments can help them get ready 
for adoption.

coMPliMenT your friends or 
sTranGers.
You might not realise it, but your one 
compliment can be the impetus behind 

a person’s confidence. It does not take much of you 
but means so much to the person addressed to. 
The secret to improving the world is your ability to 
inspire others.

be a MiniMalisT 
Minimalism is countercultural. we live 
in a society that prides itself on the ac-
cumulation of possessions, which is in 

contradiction to every advertisement we have ever 
seen. The less we buy, the less harm we cause to 
the environment. besides being eco-friendly, it 
also leads to freedom from materialism.

PlanT More Trees
Everyone benefits: the plants provide 
oxygen that is good for the environment, 
you enjoy the meditative benefits of gar-

dening, and you can enjoy the fruits of your labour 
or give them as gifts to loved ones.

be kind 
how hard is it to understand and be 
considerate toward other people? Gener-
osity creates a sense of belonging and 

reduces isolation. we should focus on being less 
rejective and more empathetic for humanity.

— SImrAN SINGh 

Fostering a dog

Parineeti Chopra

Pankaj Tripathi and Late Atal Bihari Vajpayee. kashmiri rose 

elon musk
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WOMEN IN THE NEWS

WE WOMEN WaNT: aCTORS NEENa GUpTa aNd 
SaRIka SpEak abOUT bREakING STEREOTypES 

Women breaking the 
glass ceiling in the 
startup eco-system 
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This week on We Women 
Want, we caught up with two 
feisty actors, Neena Gupta 
and Sarika. The duo were in 
conversation with NewsX’s 
Devika Chopra. 

Here are some excerpts 
from the interview, which 
will be aired this weekend. 

ROLES FOR WOMEN 
When asked if roles for wom-
en have diversified in Indian 
cinema, Neena Gupta said, 
“It’s changing, but it’s just the 
beginning of the change. For 
example, I’ve played some 
very good parts in the past. 
You see how many biopics 
are being made on women 
now. OTT is changing a lot, 
because there’s no pressure 
from the box office.”

Sarika said, “I don’t think 
there’s anything wrong with 
being a good wife or a good 
mother. These are serious 
things in life. Being a good 
wife, mother, and home-
maker—I look at it as differ-
ent facets of a woman’s life.”

She added, “Initially, 
women mostly had relation-
ship roles—sister, mother, 
girlfriend, vamp - they were 
somebody’s relative. Things 

have improved significantly 
since then.”

SOCIETAL CHANGE
The interview touched upon 
the impact of a male-led film 
industry. Did it result in the 
perpetuation of a mindset 
that resulted in the harass-
ment of young women? 
Neena Gupta doesn’t agree 
entirely. 
She says, “Our society is like 
that, so cinema will reflect 
it. How much has society 
changed? Maybe there’s 0.1% 
change, and that too in cit-
ies. Small towns are still the 
same, where a woman is just 
good for bearing children, 
having sex, and looking after 
the house. Do you think they 
enjoy sex? I don’t think so.”

Sarika was quick to rec-
tify the question and said, 
“First of all, let’s not say in 
the industry. This is an issue 
everywhere, it’s not an indus-
try issue.’ 

She adds, “What worries 
me is what you’re doing to the 
women out there, the insecu-
rity you’re building in them. 
You’re telling them that just 
to sell products, your hair, 
and skin need to look bet-
ter, and your teeth have to be 
straight. These are very com-
mercial pressures.”

PERCEPTION
On whether a lack of diverse 
roles in real life is to blame for 
how women perceive other 
women, Neena believes, 
“Girls are earning today, and 
the divorce rate is going up. 
Back in the day, girls weren’t 
educated, and couldn’t earn 
money. So whatever their 
husbands and in-laws said, 
she had to do. Basically, it all 
boils down to money. Some-
times I feel we learned the 
wrong lesson: that money 

isn›t everything and can’t buy 
everything. I think money 
can.”

SEXISM 
When asked why male ac-
tors get a free pass to play 
glamorous heroes well into 
their 60s, Neena says, “Our 
society is like that. A 60-year-
old man can be married to a 
28-year-old woman, but 
does the reverse happen? It 
doesn›t, so how will it hap-
pen in cinema? It’s a male-

dominated world.”
Sarika feels, “It’s beautiful 

to see a love story where the 
woman is younger. But it has 
to be a one-off thing, this can’t 
be the norm. However, that›s 
a very big change we›re talk-
ing about. I think we should 
discuss it more, but all these 
changes need to come from 
the top.

We asked both the actors 
about the most crucial ad-
vice she has ever given to her 
daughter. 

Neena said, “I’ve told her 
two things. One is to have 
self-esteem, because I no-
ticed very late that I had 
very low self-esteem. That 
is why I suffered a lot in my 
life. Also, eventually, your 
family is very important. To-
morrow, when one doesn’t 
have as much work,and you 
grow older, one needs a fam-
ily. “

Sarika said, “I don’t like to 
give advice, because I feel 
everybody’s life is different 
and they’re different indi-
viduals. So it might not ap-
ply to them. You have your 
own set of tools to work 
with. I’m happy that 
they’ve turned out 
to be strong, 
hardwork-
ing women.’

The recent death of 
28-year-old Shrad-
dha Walker in Delhi, 

leaves us all shocked with 
the horror in the way the 
murder was committed.

Aaftab, aged 28, chopped 
her body into 35 parts. 
Stored her body in the re-
frigerator. Every day over 
the last few months, he 
used to throw the dismem-
bered body parts in different 
parts of the city. He even lit 
incense sticks and lived in 
the house for days with the 
chopped body parts stored 
in the newly bought refrig-
erator, for the same purpose.

Her fault apparently was 
pressuring Aftab to get mar-
ried to her. Unable to take 
the pressure, he plotted the 
murder.

This inhuman incident 
brings to light two evils. 
First is the failure of a soci-
ety that refuses to address 
mental sickness in people. 
The anger issues that the ac-
cused murderer Aftab had. 
In his sick mind, he must 
have viewed Shraddha as 
a perpetrator. This justified 
his motive behind the al-
leged murder.

There are innumerable 
homes where the male child 
emulates an angry adult in 
the family. The male child is 
rarely ever rebuked or giv-
en any corrective measures 
to bring about behavioural 
changes.

Homicide at this level is 
very evidently, a preplanned 
affair. In this too, Aaf-
tab must have planned and 
plotted this all along, while 
Shraddha was still alive.

The question that arises 
is are women the only ones 
who need the validation of 
marriage even in a live-in 
relationship?

Is society still unaccepting 
of a non-virgin woman? 
Or a woman who has 
had the misfor-
tune of a failed 
relationship 
or marriage? 
Will she be in 
perpetual fear 
and insecurity, 
knowing that 
maybe it will be 
extremely hard for 
her to restart her life. 
The answer is yes!

The pressure that often 
women face is insurmount-
able. Therefore, many are 
unwilling to look at the red 
flags in the early stages of 
the relationship with the 
partner they choose to love 
or marry.

The truth is that in the 
majority of cases, women 
associate respect from their 
lover or boyfriend in the 
marriage proposal they get 
from their partner. The sad 
part is also that an educated 
woman can be found flex-
ing this among their women 
group of girlfriends.

This is validated in regres-
sive sentences like “he is se-
rious about me.” It is very 
rarely about her.

Unfortunately, it is only 
the married tag that makes 
her appear more attractive, 
more valuable in the eyes of 
society and in the relation-
ship she has embarked on.

Whereas the man always 
appears to be the person 

with 
mul-

tiple op-
tions. When he 

chooses the woman, to mar-
ry, this must be because she 
is marriage material, which 
in turn means, she is more 
valuable.

With the increase in the 
number of live in relation-
ships, many young couples 
in the recent years, choose 
to not marry and they con-
summate their relation-
ships. But with such a bold 
step and a liberal attitude, 
women still finally want 
the societal acceptance of 
marriage.

Many women believe 
that once she has been in a 
sexual relationship with-
out being married. Adding 
to that, if the family and 
relatives has been witness 
to the live in arrangement, 
the door to other options is 
shut forever. Her value and 
acceptance in the marriage 
market crashes. Her reputa-
tion is at stake. Bad girls are 
not marriage material is the 

opinion.
Many women like Shrad-

dha continue in these un-
believable horrific relation-
ships. In this case too, she 
must have been witness to 
Aaftab’s rage. She maybe 
couldn’t confide to anyone 
or get out. Especially given 
the situation with her non 
consenting parents.

According to the UNODC 
report, some 47,000 women 
and girls worldwide were 
killed by their intimate 
partners or other family 
members in 2020.

This means that, on aver-
age, a woman or girl is killed 
by someone in her own fam-
ily every 11 minutes. Where 
trends can be calculated, 
they show that the magni-
tude of such gender-related 
killings remains largely 
unchanged, however, with 
only marginal increases 
and decreases over the past 
decade.

Aaftab was a chef and was 
used to chopping meat and 
vegetables. It appears that 
maybe, while he worked, he 
imagined Shraddha’s body 
parts to be cut in a similar 
way, with the same preci-
sion. He has confessed that 
he was inspired by the tele-
vision series of Dexter Mor-
gan, a man with homicidal 

tendencies, who lives a dou-
ble life. He works as a foren-
sic technician for the police 
department during the day 
and kills heinous perpetra-
tors in his free time. Aaftab 
used Dexter’s inspiration to 
silence her forever.

Apparently, the parents 
were against the interreli-
gious relationship. There-
fore, the couple decided to 
move from Mumbai to Meh-
rauli, in New Delhi. Shrad-
dha was not in touch with 
her parents. But her parents 
kept track of her activities, 
and when they didn’t find 
any updates on social media, 
the father decided to come to 
New Delhi to investigate the 
sudden disappearance of his 
daughter.

The search led to a horrific 
turn of events, where the 
only remains found were a 
few bones and some parts 
that had been chopped into 
little pieces.

Aaftab has been lodged in 
jail. But what remains baf-
fling, is his ability of killing 
someone who he has been 
intimate with, in this grue-
some manner.

Dexter inspiration was 
used with dexterity.
Mohua Chinappa is an author 
and a podcaster of a show called 
The Mohua Show.

paSSION? 

CHEf IN INdIa HaS TV SERIES 
dExTER aS HIS INSpIRaTION 
Many women like Shraddha continue in these unbelievable horrific 
relationships. In this case too, she must have been witness to Aaftab’s rage. 

MoHUA CHINAPPA

When we talk about the 
Indian startup ecosystem, 
the conversation would 
be incomplete without the 
mention of a few women’s 
incredible journeys. They 
are not just here to make 
big numbers but are playing 
and slaying with big moves 
to make a change in the eco-
system. Overcoming every 
obstacle, these women have 
been successful in building a 
brand for themselves. These 
born leaders are no less than 
role models for young boys 
and girls who aspire to start 
a business of their own. 

Here is a list of leading 
women who have made their 
mark in the entrepreneurial 
world. 

GHAzAL ALAGH
Ghazal Alagh has been in the 
limelight for all the best rea-
sons. The co-founder of Ma-
maearth is also an avid an-
gel investor. Ghazal has had 
quite a journey since she first 
started Mamaearth, which 
initially only dealt with baby 
products. Ghazal started Ma-
maearth for her son, who suf-
fered from a skin condition, 
and all the then-available 
baby products were a mas-
sive fail. She tapped into one 
of the needs of the parents 
and turned it into a business 
for them and her little 
one. 

SHAuRAvI 
MALIk
Shauravi Malik 
was born and 
brought up in 
India’s capital, 
New Delhi. She 
studied at the 
city’s Sardar 
Patel Vidya-
laya,  fol-
lowed by 
the Uni-
versity 
of Delhi, 
where 
she got 

her undergraduate degree in 
economics. From there, she 
went on to get a Master’s 
Degree in the subject from 
Cambridge University. Post 
Cambridge, she spent close 
to a decade in financial ser-
vices, initially working at 
the Consumer, Healthcare, 
and Retail Advisory team 
at J.P. Morgan, followed by 
the Leveraged Finance team 
at the firm. Prior to starting 
Slurrp Farm, she also spent 
some time working as an 
investment manager at Sir 
Richard Branson’s Group 
Holding entity at the Virgin 
Group in London. Shauravi 
moved to Dubai in 2015, and 
currently spends her time 
between London-Dubai-
Delhi growing the business 
in all three core geographies.

 
MEGHANA NARAyAN
Meghana grew up in the 
southern Indian city of Ban-
galore and studied Com-
puter Science Engineering 
at Bangalore University. She 
then went on to receive a 
Rhodes Scholarship to study 
computation at Oxford Uni-
versity, after which she 
completed her MBA from 
Harvard Business School. 
Meghana has always been 
passionate about children’s 
nutrition and health and is 
on a mission to have a posi-
tive impact on India’s child-
hood nutrition statistics. 
Before starting Slurrp 

Farm, Meghana 
led the Public 
Health practice 
at McKinsey 
& Company. 

She has also been a nation-
al-level swimmer who rep-
resented India in the Asian 
Games and won over 400 
national gold medals.

PRIyANkA GILL
The founder and CEO OF 
POPxo and Co-Founder of 
MyGlamm, Priyanka Gill, 
has been on a mission to 
create quality content and 
products for women of all 
ages. POPxo has success-
fully been able to create a 
safe and empowering envi-
ronment for its viewers. Pri-
yanka’s life came full circle 
after the successful merger 
with MyGlamm. Other than 
running these businesses, 
she is a big-time enthusiast 
of modern art and is an angel 
investor for many tech start-
ups and food companies. 

vINEETA SINGH
Vineeta Singh is the Co-
founder and the mind be-
hind SUGAR, one of the 
fastest-growing giants in 
the beauty industry in In-
dia. An IIT Madras, IIM 
Ahmedabad Alumnus has 
been hustling since the age 
of 23. In fact, her passion for 
entrepreneurship was such 
that she declined a place-
ment offer of INR 1 Cr per 
annum from a global invest-
ment bank. She founded the 
cosmetics company along 

with her husband, which 
became a massive suc-
cess story in no time.

These ladies sure 
know how to inspire 
everyone with their 
success stories giv-

ing the lesson of 
working hard 
to achieve the 
set goals. What 
do you think, 
are you ready 
to start your 
own startup?

 

Live-in ReLATiOnSHiPS
in indiA

80%

80% 26%

47%
millennials believe indian 

society still considers 
live-in a huge taboo 

indians support the 
concept of live-in 

relationships

would choose lifelong 
live-in relationship as a way 

of life if they could

find marriage better 
than living-in with their 

partner

Source: 2018 survey by Inshorts 

Vineeta Singh

according 
to the unodc 

report, some 47,000 
women and girls 

worldwide were killed by 
their intimate partners or 

other family members 
in 2020.

Ghazal Alagh

Shraddha walker and Aaftab Ameen Poonawalla. 



My subconscious mind is 
full of self-images stored as 
memories from the past. Some 
of these images are positive 
and inspiring. Others are 
limiting, tying me to a reality of 
myself that is old and outdated. 
My self-awareness influences 
everything I do and say. Using 
the power of my imagination, 
I can create positive images 
of myself as I would like to 
be. When I hold these not-
yet-realized images in my 
awareness, my subconscious 
mind accepts them. Over 
time, this awareness becomes 
reality. Today let me create 
images of me at my best.  

A THOUGHT 
FOR TODAY

Being seriously light starts 
with the heart. Our hearts are 
in a very delicate state because 
on the one hand the world is 
becoming increasingly vio-
lent, and on the other we have 
developed an immense capac-
ity to absorb suffering, which 
has made our hearts almost 
unbearably heavy. We need 
to cleanse and heal our hearts, 
and to do this we need to take 
ourselves seriously, because 
until we take the time to un-
derstand our own suffering, 
we will be unable to have true 
compassion for others in suf-
fering. If we continue to live 
with the pain in our hearts 
and keep absorbing more and 
more hurt, then all of this will 
be turned outwards towards 
others.

We hold on to deep feelings 
in the heart for decades. Sad-
ness, shame, regret, all linger 
and weigh us down and will 
continue to do so until we find 
a way to reconcile, forgive and 

release, that is, let go of it all. 
We need to find the roots of 
our sorrow and recognise how 
we hold on to the past within 
our subconscious. Within a 
groove in our subconscious, 
we not only hold the events 
that create pain, but also the 
feelings and patterns of think-
ing that we have developed in 
the face of the events, the trau-
ma, that remains unresolved. 
These patterns and feelings 
are then triggered by the dif-
ferent scenes that we face in 
the present, prolonging our 
suffering.

So, first we must begin an 
inner dialogue with the self 
to discover and understand 
what we are really feeling. 
Otherwise, we either bury our 
head in the sand, in denial, or 
find ourselves trapped or just 
ignore and sweep our feelings 
under the carpet. We can only 
observe without judgement to 
deeply understand what we 
are truly feeling, in silence. We 
need to understand that we are 
pure consciousness, not the 
physical body. When we raise 
our consciousness to this lev-
el, not just intellectually, but 
through a real experience in 
silence, we can see not only 
what needs to change, but also 
our own goodness, and have 
compassion for the self. This is 
being spiritually awake. Being 
spiritually awake requires that 
we take responsibility for our 

own suffering. The ego will 
not allow us to take responsi-
bility. Inner violence, confu-
sion, waste thoughts, feelings 
of depletion, are all signs of a 
state of inner violence. This 
means that we cannot trust the 
thoughts that arise from this 
state of violence. We will just 
over-analyse, procrastinate, 
struggle to make decisions, 
and simply be unable to let go 
and move forward. Sometimes 
we may be too tired to face all 
this and that is okay, because 
at other times we will find the 
energy we need. Sometimes 
we are in denial, or we feel 
trapped and even if we can 

see what we need to do, we are 
unable to do it. Knowing the 
truth about what needs to be 
done, and not being able to do 
that, can create a great deal of 
pain. 

There are three ways to ex-
plore our feelings and let go.

Access the inner peace of 
the soul, the self, in silence, in 
meditation.

Begin to recognise how truly 
wonderful the soul is, and em-
brace our own goodness.

Ask ourselves really good 
questions, as if we were meet-
ing ourselves for the first 
time. A question like, ‘How 
long will this situation last?’ 

is not a good question. A good 
question would be ‘What is 
the significance for me in this 
situation?’.

      Other good questions are:
What am I feeling? What am 

I afraid of?
What am I repeatedly 

choosing to ignore that I need 
to face?

What is it that I cannot 
change, and that I must sim-
ply accept?

What can I let go of – the de-
sire to control an outcome, or 
to be right?

What is it that I fear and 
why? Where there is anger, 
there is always fear. It could 

be fear of humiliation, aban-
donment, rejection etc.

When we write down the 
answers to these kinds of 
questions, we can have great 
clarity and letting go becomes 
easy. 

Tears may flow when we 
release a heavy burden, but 
only then is lightness pos-
sible. Four practices in a 
spiritual life make all of this 
possible. One is to meditate 
first thing in the morning for 
ten to fifteen minutes, pos-
sibly with a guided medita-
tion to keep our thoughts in 
a high level of consciousness. 
This will change the way our 
day begins. After that, listen 
to or read words of spiritual 
wisdom. In the evening, join 
a group meditation for the 
power that brings. 

Before sleep, take time to 
open our heart to the Su-
preme consciousness. The 
Divine, who is a source of un-
conditional benevolence, who 
never judges but loves and 
accepts us as we really are, 
because He is the only One 
who knows our whole story. 
In this way we surrender all 
the weight of the accumulated 
sorrow to the Divine. The help 
that we receive then, is incom-
parable.
Aashish Patel works in IT and 
coordinates Brahma Kumaris 
activities at the Lighthouse Re-
treat Centre, Worthing, UK.

BEING SERIOUSLY LIGHT
SELF COMPASSION

AASHISH PATEL

News from around the 
world paints a pic-
ture of widespread 

misery, caused by violence, 
poverty, and disasters. But 
the suffering of millions of 
people does not generate the 
response one would expect. 
A steady stream of news 
reports of unhappy events 
has seemingly dulled the 
senses of people, with the 
result that what used to be 
shocking earlier is now con-
sidered routine as long as it 
does not directly affect one-
self or one’s loved ones. Even 
when something does catch 
the attention of people and 
manages to elicit their con-
cern, it is soon brushed aside 
by their more immediate or 
important priorities. Some-

one entangled in their own 
desires, responsibilities, and 
problems can hardly be ex-
pected to spare a thought for 
others.

This kind of an individual 
attitude towards those in 
misery has fuelled a global 
trend towards angrier and 
more divisive politics, in 
which ‘others’ are blamed 
for problems, and fear and 
scapegoating are used to 
offer simplistic—and often 
false—solutions to complex 
issues.

Such apathy, selfishness 
and disregard for others 
stems from ignorance of 
the spiritual ties that link 
all of us together in the hu-
man family. We are, first and 
foremost, spiritual beings, 
or souls, and the children 
of one father, the Supreme 
Soul. A person born into 
poverty, or another religion, 
or a different race, is no less 
a human being than we are. 
We all have similar hopes 
and aspirations, and want 
to live a peaceful and happy 
life. But we forget this basic 
truth and identify each other 
by labels of gender, nation-
ality, race, etc. This fosters 

feelings of ‘us’ and ‘them’, 
which stops us from feeling 
the pain of others and help-
ing them.

But one might ask, what 
can an individual do for all 

the people across the world 
who are in misery? The 
spiritual bonds that connect 
us to others are subtle, and 
so is the service each one of 
us can render to our less for-

tunate brothers and sisters. 
We may not be able to offer 
others material or legal assis-
tance, but one thing that all of 
us, rich or poor, young or old, 
can do is to have good wishes 

and compassionate feelings 
for others. Thoughts and 
feelings create vibrations, 
which build a corresponding 
atmosphere. When a size-
able number of people have 

a certain kind of thought, the 
power of their vibrations be-
gins to influence the thinking 
of others, and this initiates 
change.

It is the duty of all of us who 
are fortunate not to have ex-
perienced the afflictions be-
ing suffered by a large part 
of humanity, to do all we can 
to reduce pain and sorrow in 
the world. If we are content 
in our personal comforts 
and wilfully ignore what 
others are going through, we 
would be failing in our duty 
as members of the global hu-
man family. 

Being benevolent is a subtle 
but powerful way of serving 

others. To someone who is 
in sorrow, just knowing that 
somebody is aware of their 
suffering and cares about 
them, is a solace. Having 
compassionate feelings does 
not cost anything, and even 
those who are sick and in-
firm can be kind, as it does 
not require physical effort. 
All that is needed is a caring 
heart and the wish to be of 
help to one’s fellow beings. 
Such thoughts and feelings 
eventually generate ideas 
and actions that alleviate the 
suffering of others.
B.K. Usha is a Rajyoga teacher at 
the Brahma Kumaris headquar-
ters in Abu Road, Rajasthan.

A SUBTLE WAY TO SERVE
SELFLESSNESS

B.K. USHA

What are the eyes for? To 
enable us, in silence, to see 
the world with ‘soul con-
scious’ vision. Our physical 
eyes are very mischievous; 
it is far better to look at ev-
erything with the third eye. 
Then you see only what is 
useful, and the actions that 

follow will benefit yourself 
and others.

Use your inner eye to look 
at others’ virtues and special 
talents. Only the external 
eyes spot defects. When we 
see the good points in other 
people, they experience love 
and happiness. When we 
tell others about their spe-
cialities and virtues, they 
themselves realise their 
defects and remove them. 
Why insult another person? 
As is our vision, so too is our 
world. Some people have a 
very sweet vision, and those 
feelings show through their 
eyes and behaviour. What-
ever we do outwardly can 
be seen by everyone.

During your silence prac-
tice, direct your third eye 
too at God’s eyes. God for-

gives, forgets and draws us 
toward Him. If someone has 
very weak eyesight, some 
quick surgery can help that 
person to see clearly again. 
In the same way, God oper-
ates on the third eye so that 
we can see the self, God, ac-
tions, and time. Silence is 
an eye spa for fast surgical 
operations.

If you have a generous 
heart, you will never have 
wasteful thoughts, use 
unnecessary words or be 
bombarded with extrane-
ous noise. Introspection – 
which comes from silence 
– makes our feelings and 
intentions for ourselves and 
others good and filled with 
love. Others automatically 
sense these feelings. We 
do not need to move into 

words. The sound from 
your heart travels directly 
to their hearts. Everything 
happens internally, quietly. 
If you apply these rules of 
sensory silence to yourself, 
your create a generous life, 
and others learn by ex-
ample. You do not need to 
tell everyone. Just do good 
actions, motivated by hu-
mility, truth and divinity. 
Whatever seeds we sow, we 
receive the fruits according-
ly. If we sow seeds that bear 
thorns, we cannot expect to 
eat mangoes. So, engage in 
such acts of goodness and 
charity that the results are 
of benefit not only to your-
self but also to the world.
The late Anthony Strano was 
an author and Rajyoga teach-
er with the Brahma Kumaris.

Silent eyes and heart
SERENE

ANTHONY STRANO

Being compassionate is a subtle but powerful way of serving others.

Use your inner eye to look at others’ virtues and special talents.

Being spiritually awake requires that we take responsibility for all that we experience in life.

This kind of an individual attitude towards 
those in misery has fuelled a global trend 
towards angrier and more divisive politics, 
in which ‘others’ are blamed for problems, 
and fear and scapegoating are used to 
offer simplistic and often false solutions to 
complex issues. Such apathy, selfishness 
and disregard for others stems from 
ignorance of the spiritual ties that link 
all of us together in the human family.
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The reigning FIFA Ballon d’Or 
winner and Real Madrid striker 
has been in red-hot form for 
the Los Blancos in the 
recent Champions 
League. The French 
forward will play an in-
strumental role alongside Kylian 
Mbappé; forming a potent attack 
for the defending champions. He 
could be the difference between 
title favourites Brazil & Argentina 
and their yearning to end title 
drought after decades!

Arguably one of the greatest-
ever footballer from Portugal 
– Ronaldo will be seen doing 
national duty for one last time in 
the upcoming FIFA World Cup. 
He must’ve set his eyes on the 
elusive trophy that is missing 
from his glittering cabinet. The 
global icon, once again will be an 
inspiration for the Portuguese 
to go for glory; bettering their 
Euro-2016 feat!1

3 4

2

5

ONE FINAL HURRAH!

CRISTIANO RONALDO
37, PORTUGAL

191
Matches played 

164Matches played 

117
Goals scored

Goals scored

 LIONEL MESSI
35,  ARGENTINA

Argentina’s favourite son – 
Lionel, is all set to represent 
his country in his 5th ap-
pearance in FIFA World Cup. 
The reigning Copa America 
champions are ranked 3rd 
at present and the likes of Di 
Maria, Rodriigo, Emi Mar-
tinez, Otamendi are all set 
to bid adieu to their famed 
superstar; by lifting Albice-
lestes’ third World Cup title.

90

With 12 goals overall, Brazilian 
superstar Neymar holds the 
record for most goals scored 
by a Brazilian player in FIFA 
World Cup qualifying games. He 
became Brazil’s all-time leading 
scorer in FIFA World Cup quali-
fication games on September 9, 
2021, with the second goal in a 
2-0 victory over Peru. Plagued 
by injuries, the 2016 Olympic 
gold medalist could call time on 
his international career follow-
ing the Qatar World Cup.

NEYMAR
30, BRAZIL

121
Matches played 

118
Matches played 

75
Goals scored

44
Goals scored

Germany coach Hansi Flick said 
star forward Thomas Muller “has 
never been so well prepared 
before for a World Cup” when 
announcing his selection. Muller, 
the 2014 World Cup winner, will 
be featuring in the showpiece 
event for the 4th time in Qatar. 
Among the active players, Muller 
is the highest goal-scorer with 10 
World Cup goals.

THOMAS MULLER
33, GERMANY

KARIM BENZEMA
34, FRANCE

97
Matches played 

37
Goals scored

ith a day remaining for the much-awaited FIFA 
World Cup that gets kicked off in the Middle East 
nation of Qatar – hosting the beautiful game for 

the very first time, The Daily Guardian takes a look at 
five of the key players, who will be probably featuring 
for their respective countries for one last time.

W
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DESERT STORM: FIFA W     RLD CUP 2022  
FIFA World Cup  
to kick off in Qatar

The 2022 FIFA World 
Cup will be the 22nd 
FIFA World Cup. It 

will be hosted in Qatar from 
20 November to 18 Decem-
ber 2022. This will be the 
first World Cup to be held 
in the Arab world, and the 
second World Cup held en-
tirely in Asia after the 2002 
tournament in South Korea 
and Japan.

Due to excessive heat, the 
biggest sporting event in the 
world will be played in the 
autumn for the first time. 
France will be aiming to de-
fend its 2018 title, but it will 
be a huge task as the other 
football powerhouses 
like Brazil, Belgium 
and Argentina 
could pose a 
massive chal-
lenge. This 
will be a 
special 
world 
cup, 

which begins on Sunday, 
as fans have been expect-
ing something tremendous 
on-field action after all the 
action off-the-field and con-
troversies. This could be the 
last world cup for one of the 
all-time greats - Messi and 
Ronaldo.

This World Cup draw pro-
duced an easy path to the 
knockout round for some 
of the world’s top teams, 
but others will be forced to 
grind out results at the start 
of their journeys in Qatar.

Brazil and Argentina 
are among the 
group fa-

vorites that should easily 
make it into the round of 16. 
The Netherlands could be 
put in that mix as well.

France, who won the 2018 
World Cup, Spain, Germa-
ny, Portugal and a few oth-
ers will need to be at their 
best right away to avoid an 
early let down. 

France has a dangerous Den-
mark side in its group. Spain 
and Germany are paired 
with each other. Portugal 
might be in the toughest 
group of them all alongside 
Uruguay, South Korea and 
Ghana.

Some of the group winners 
are easy to predict because 
of the gaps in talent between 
the top teams and their group 
stage foes. Others could fea-

ture a surprise team ad-
vancing to the knockout 
round. After all, this is 

the tournament where 
Italy, Spain 

and 

Germany dropped out in 
the group stage in 2010, 
2014 and 2018 respectively 
after winning the previous 
version of the competition.

A total of 32 teams will par-
ticipate in the tournament 
across 64 matches over a 
period of 29 days. The group 
stage will be a round-robin 
format with each of the 32 
teams playing three matches. 
Teams will get three points 
for a win and one for a draw. 
The top two teams in each 
group will advance to the 
last 16. The knockout rounds 
will feature one-off matches, 
which can go to extra time 
and then penalties to decide 
the winner.

The third-place playoff 
between the two losing 

semi-finalists takes 
place on Dec. 17 

at the Khalifa 
Interna-

tional Sta-
dium.

BIPLAB DAS
DOHA  

GROUP A
Qatar (hosts)
Ecuador
Senegal
Netherlands

GROUP E
Spain
Costa Rica
Germany
Japan

GROUP B
England
Iran
United States
Wales

GROUP F
Belgium
Canada
Morocco
Croatia

GROUP D
France
Australia
Denmark
Tunisia

GROUP H
Portugal
Ghana
Uruguay
South Korea

Argentina
Saudi Arabia
Mexico
Poland

GROUP C
Brazil
Serbia
Switzerland
Cameroon

GROUP G

Messi’s prediction 
to win it at last

Of course, it has been 36 
years since Argentina won 
the World Cup, but the way 
it won the Copa America 
last year after a long gap of 
28 years and continued the 
streak of being undefeated 
for the last 35 matches, it 
certainly gives hope that 
this team have the ability to 
repeat the 1986 title success. 
Then there was Maradona, 
today there is Lionel Messi, 
playing in his fifth and final 
World Cup, who has pre-
dicted his team to be cham-
pions, which he has never 
done before. 

The first big takeaway 
from Messi’s prediction is 
that he now has a trio in 
Angel Di Maria and Dy-
bala that the Argentine 
team can rely on. Di María 
has become the team’s go-
to player since scoring the 
decisive goal in the Copa 
America final against Bra-
zil. His tuning with Messi is 
awesome. At the same time, 
Dybala’s dribbling skills, 
technical understanding of 
the game, passing and link-
up play are quite different 
from the rest of the forward 
players in the world. Messi 
knows that Dybala, like 
him, is a master of powerful 
freekicks and penalty kicks 
from outside the box. With 
this art, his trust in Dybala 
increases even more. Mar-

tínez, who is known to be a 
good coordination player, is 
ready to replace any one of 
these three in case of injury.

Not only have that, Ro-
drigo Depaul, Alejandro 
Gomez and Leandro Pare-
des been known to create 
chances for Messi. Now the 
thing to be seen here will 
be which of these players 
emerges especially as an 
alternative to 
Lo Celso. 

When-
ever Messi was marked, 
Lo Celso proved to be effec-
tive for the team. But this 
time he is not in the team. 
Whereas, Messi is known 
for his upper body strength 
and left footed goals. Con-
trolled dribbling, position-
ing, finishing combined 
with blistering pace make 
him unlike any other for-
ward of the moment. And 
with Acuña, Otamendi and 
Romairo in the line of de-
fense, it is time for a big test 
for experienced goalkeeper 
Martinez. Midfielder Lean-
dro Paredes has played very 
few matches for Juventus 
this year. His fitness can 
play an important role for 
the team.

Argentina, champions of 
1978 and 1986, rely so heav-
ily on midfielders that they 

have two fewer forwards 
than Brazil. Despite this, 
this team prefers to play 
with 4-2-3-1 formation. 
Most of the players in the 
team are in the age group of 
24 to 30. The team, which 
plays with short passes, 
does not have a special-
ist winger except for Nico 
Gonzales, so sometimes 
coach Scaloni plays Di 
Maria in the winger posi-
tion. Scaloni has already 
outlined his starting XI by 
fielding different line-ups 
for the matches against Ja-
maica and Honduras in the 
past. Argentina are drawn 
in Group C, a relatively less 
difficult group, along with 
Saudi Arabia, Mexico and 
Poland.

MANOJ JOSHI
DOHA  

Five-time winners of the 
World Cup Brazil is the most 
successful team in the com-
petition’s history, but the Se-
lecao hasn’t won the prized 
trophy since 2002.

In 2006, 2010, and 
2018, there were quarterfi-
nal exits, while in 2014, after 
a forgettable campaign, they 
had to settle for fourth place.

Neymar, Vinicius Junior, 
and other players must now 
end the Selecao’s trophy 
drought and bring home the 
trophy once more.

But before they face 
tougher obstacles in the fi-
nal rounds, they must first 
get past Cameroon, Switzer-
land, and Serbia.

Since at least 2010, when 
illustrious players steeped in 
Joga Bonito like Ronaldinho 
and Ronaldo were nearing 
the end of their professional 
careers, Brazil has not been 
the mystical supplier of that 
illusive thing known as Joga 
Bonito that it once was.

The most successful clubs, 
like Arsenal, Barcelona, 
Real Madrid, and Bayern 
Munich, have adopted and 
improved upon the fiercely 
attacking style of play that 
was once Brazil’s strong 
suit. Brazil has now 
gone 20 years 
without win-
ning a World 
Cup. And for the past 15 
years, two non-Brazilian 
players—Lionel Messi and 
Cristiano Ronaldo—have 
been accustomed to provid-
ing the football world with 
its daily dose of impressive 
individual abilities.

When coach Tite’s team 
takes the field in Qatar, all of 
that might change. Simply 
put, this is the most offen-
sive Brazilian team in a long 
time. They have so many op-
tions in the final third of the 
field that Tite (Adenor Leon-
ardo Bacchi) could afford to 
leave a forward of Roberto 

Fir-
mino’s 

cali- bre off the 
roster. However, 
that choice could still prove 
costly because Firmino is 
the only notable Brazilian 
player who prefers to play as 
a “false 9” forward who likes 
to play through the middle, 
and Neymar is prone to re-
ceiving yellow cards.

Tite’s attacking line-up 
is so strong that it does not 
depend on a single person—
not even the most archetypal 
Brazilian flair player like 
Neymar—to make a differ-
ence. Instead, this pack has 
the ability to attack the op-
position in waves. Neymar 
can simply flick the ball to-
wards Vinicius Jr., who has 
emerged over the past year 
as the most dangerous mix 
of pace and precision that a 
renowned club like 
Real Madrid 
could wish 
for,  i f  de-
fenders 
are 

busy 
attempting 
t o  c r owd 
out Ney-
mar. The 
21-year-
old emerg-
ing phenom 
Rodrygo may 
also appear to 
Neymar’s right at 
the perfect moment 
to sneak in a goal 
that could decide the 
outcome of the game.

What about the rest 
of the team? Is there 
enough there to sup-
port this kind of at-
tacking thrust? Or 

will they fall apart on the 
counter?

Here Casemiro enters the 
picture. Long regarded as 
one of the best defensive 
midfielders in the world, 
he played a significant role 
in Real Madrid’s recent 
La Liga and Champions 
League winning streaks. He 
has mastered the challenge 
of playing for a struggling 
Manchester United, imme-
diately improving the team’s 
ability to stay in the game 
and keep things moving. 
The alliance between Case-
miro and Lucas Paqueta of 
West Ham will be essential 
since it will serve as the base 
from which the attacks are 
launched.

The defense is solid too. 
Thiago Silva never ceases 
to astound with his clean, 
organised play and his un-
wavering level of fitness, 
regardless of his age. Brazil 
also benefited from Eder 
Militao’s development into a 
strong central defence at the 
opportune time, since Mili-
tao was selected first by Real 
Madrid. Militao has done ex-
cellently to claim Sergio Ra-
mos’ position despite being 
given the unpleasant task of 
doing so.

This brings us to the goal-
keeper, Allison, who, if 
Brazil has a player who 
can confidently claim 
to be the best in the 
world in his position 
on the team, it is. Under 

the netting, the beard-
sporting Liverpool keep-
er is just a giant; he is a 
master in every facet of 
goalkeeping.

Brazil’s incredible 
qualification campaign 
for Qatar, in which they 
won 10 games, drew 
three, lost none, scored 
freely with 30 goals, 
and defended with 

guts to allow just five 
goals, demonstrated 
their ability to bring it 
all together into a com-
plete piece of music.

BIPLAB DAS
DOHA

CAN THE FRENCHMEN 
REPEAT THEIR GLORY?

Didier Deschamps, the 
head coach of the defend-
ing World Cup champions 
France, will be hoping that 
his team will join Italy (1934, 
1938) and Brazil as the third 
nation to win consecutive 
titles (1958, 1962).

They will be making their 
16th participation in the 
World Cup, which they have 
twice won (1998, 2018).

Will they be able to win the 
golden trophy in Qatar for a 
third time?

They must first advance to 
the knockout rounds by de-
feating Australia, Denmark, 
and Tunisia in Group D.

Lloris ought to be selected 
as the starting goalkeeper. 
Deschamps decided at the fi-
nal minute to switch back to 
a back-four in defence. With 

Pavard and Theo Hernandez 
playing wide, Varane and 
Lucas Hernandez will likely 
start. Tchouameni, Camav-
inga, and Rabiot ought to all 
start in the centre of the field.

Griezmann will likely be 
operating in the hole up front 
for Mbappe and Benzema to 
form a sort of attacking tri-
dent.

The 2022 World Cup will 
not be any different in that 
there will be players who 
are anticipated to play but 
end up sitting out for tactical 
or other reasons, injuries, or 
other unforeseen events.

N’Golo Kante, a midfielder 
for Chelsea, sustained a 
hamstring injury  and will 
now be forced to watch from 
the sidelines. Paul Pogba 
meanwhile, sufferd a thigh 
injury just days after rejoin-
ing the team’s training.

BIPLAB DAS
DOHA

NEW ATTACK STRATEGY OF BRAZIL

Perhaps the most consistent 
team ever to have featured in 
the FIFA World Cups – Ger-
many has featured in the most 
number of finals i.e. eight. 
They are the only team which 
has stood on the podium (3rd 
place or better) every decade 
there was a tournament held. 
The four-time champions 
have lifted the World Cup in 
1954, 1974, 1990 and 2014. 
They are the only team other 
than Argentina, Brazil and 
Spain to have won the coveted 
trophy outside their respec-
tive continents. 

Who can forget the 7-1 ham-
mering that the hosts Brazil 
received during the 2014 FIFA 
World Cup! However, things 
have changed a lot since that 
day when the Brazilian fans 
had tears in their eyes. Most 
of the famed stars of the 2014 
winning German team have 
retired and off late the Die 

Mannschaft have entered into 
a phase of transition.

Joachim Low’s men lost to 
Mexico and South Korea in 
the previous World Cup in 
Russia and made a shocking 

group-stage exit! They some-
how managed to deal with 
France and Portugal in the 
Euro-2020 but failed to get 
past England in the round of 
16.

Following this defeat, cur-
tains came down to a glittering 
career for the 62-year-old Low 
that spanned for 15 years, be-
ginning with the 2006 World 
Cup. However, his successor, 

Hansi Flick, the treble-win-
ning Bayern Munich manag-
er, has breathed fresh air into 
the national team.

Flick tasted success in his 
first eight matches as man-
ager. But, prior to the World 
Cup, he has managed just one 
win from last seven matches. 
Another matter of concern 
for Germany is their nem-
esis Spain, whom they have 
managed to defeat just once 
in their last seven encounters. 
However, some of the familiar 
faces like Kimmich, Havertz, 
Gundogan, Goretzka, Gnabry 
and Leroy Sane and Musiala 
will be going out all guns blaz-
ing to give their star midfielder 
Thomas Muller a fitting fare-
well, as this is be going to be 
his last World Cup. 

Since the 2010 World Cup, 
no player has played more 
World Cup matches than the 
experienced German (16), 
while he is also the top scorer 
(10) and player with the most 
assists (6).

New-look Germans look to break 8-year deadlock
ANKIT PATTNAIK
DOHA
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