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 Union home minister Amit 
Shah on Friday said that inci-
dents of communal violence 
were once commonplace in 
Gujarat because anti-social 
elements, supported by the 
Congress, indulged in such 
activities, but the state is now 

experiencing a “permanent 
peace” with BJP in power. 

Addressing a rally in Ma-
hudha town of Kheda dis-
trict in support of BJP can-
didates ahead of the next 
month’s Assembly elections, 
Shah alleged, “During the 
Congress rule in Gujarat 
(before 1995), communal

Delhi government’s vigi-
lance directorate (DoV) has 
recommended a “detailed 
investigation by a special-
ized agency” into the “grave 
irregularities and corrup-
tion” by the Aam Aadmi 

Party (AAP) Government 
in the construction of 2,405 
classrooms in 193 govern-
ment schools in the national 
capital. 

According to DoV sources, 

A day after Aam Aadmi 
Party leader Sandeep 
Bhardwaj’s body was found 
hanging at his residence 
in the national capital, an 
ugly political battle started 
between BJP and AAP. BJP 

leader Manoj Tiwari on Fri-
day alleged that Bhardwaj 
did not die by suicide, it was 
a murder. 

However, Delhi Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish Si-
sodia strongly condemned 
such statement saying the 
BJP reaction to a death is 

Opposing the interim bail 
plea of Umar Khalid, ac-
cused in the Delhi riots 
larger conspiracy case, Del-
hi Police on Friday told the 
Karkardooma court that his 
release could lead to social 
unrest. 

Delhi police submitted a 
report filed in Karkardooma 
Court opposing the interim 
bail plea moved on his

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day dismissed the National 
Investigation Agency’s 
(NIA) plea seeking cancel-
lation of bail granted to Dalit 
rights activist and scholar 
Anand Teltumbde, booked 
under the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act in the 
Bhima Koregaon case. 

A bench of Chief Justice 
of India D.Y. Chandrachud 
and Justice Hima Kohli 
said it would not interfere 
with the Bombay High 
Court order granting bail 
to Teltumbde. It, however, 
clarified that the trial in 
the case against Teltumbde 
would go on without be-
ing influenced by the high 
court observations in the 
bail order. 

The NIA had approached 

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Friday 
joined the ongoing probe 
into the AIIMS server break-
down after it failed to resume 
operation for the third 
straight day, sources said. 

The India Computer 
Emergency Response Team 
(CERT-IN), Delhi Police, In-
telligence Bureau, Central

inDia’s 
uneMployMent 
rate eases to 7.2 
in 2nD quarter
NEW DELHI: The unem-
ployment rate, defined as 
percentage of unemployed 
persons in the labour force 
in the country above the 
age of 15 years in urban 
areas eased to 7.2 during 
the second quarter of 
2022-23 from 9.8 in the 
year-ago period, according 
to data of National Statisti-
cal Office’s 16th Periodic 
Labour Force Survey. The 
data had also showed that 
among the samples, the 
percentage of unemployed 
females in urban areas 
also eased to 9.4 from 11.6 
in the year-ago period. The 
percentage of unem-
ployed male counterparts 
eased to 6.6 in the second 
quarter during the cur-
rent fiscal from 9.3 in the 
corresponding quarter a 
year ago. 

inDia, uae in 
talKs For traDe 
baseD on  
rupee-DirhaM
NEW DELHI: India 
and UAE are in talks 
for a Rupee-Dirham-
denominated bilateral 
trade, said Sunjay Sudhir, 
Indian Ambassador to 
UAE, adding that both 
the countries will find it 
beneficial. The Ambas-
sador said the talks 
started on September 1, 
2022. “Both countries find 
this beneficial. India has 
shared a concept paper 
with UAE. Central Banks 
of both countries are dis-
cussing. The objective is 
to reduce the transaction 
cost,” the Indian Ambas-
sador to UAE said. This 
development followed the 
Reserve Bank of India’s 
(RBI) announcement -- a 
mechanism to settle pay-
ments for international 
trade in rupees, especial-
ly for India’s exports.

inDia’s Forex 
reserves rise to 
$547.25 billion
NEW DELHI: India’s for-
eign exchange reserves 
during the week that 
ended on November 18 
rose by USD 2.54 billion 
to USD 547.25 billion, the 
Reserve Bank of India 
data showed on Friday. 
During the week that end-
ed on November 11, the 
country’s forex reserves 
were at USD 544.71 
billion, data showed. 
According to RBI’s latest 
data, India’s foreign cur-
rency assets, which are 
the biggest component of 
the forex reserves, rose 
by USD 1.76 billion to USD 
484.28 billion. Barring 
the past two odd weeks, 
the forex reserves have 
been falling for months 
now because of RBI’s 
intervention in the market 
to defend the depreciating 
rupee against a surging 
US dollar. 
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MarginaliseD Force?

Integrating India

President Droupadi Murmu meets a group of women 
from the Hanu-Aryan village of the Indus valley of 
Ladakh, who are on a National Integration Tour. ANi

Stressing on the need to 
rewrite India’s history, 
Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi said on Friday 
that despite country’s rich 
history of victory and sac-
rifice, colonial-era history 
is taught in educational in-
stitutes. “India’s history was 
distorted deliberately”, said 
Prime Minister. 

“In every corner of the 
country, brave hearts of 
Maa Bharati faced the op-
pressors and sacrificed their 
lives. This history was de-
liberately hidden,” said PM 
Modi. 

While speaking at the 
400th birth anniversary 
celebration of Lachit Bar-
phukan, the Prime Minister 
said that there was a need 
after independence to fight 
the agenda of those ruling 
over us, but that was not 
done. “Unfortunately, even 
after independence, we were 
taught the same history that 
was created under a con-
spiracy during the colonial 
era. After independence, it 
was needed to change the 
agenda of those who colo-
nised us but it wasn’t done,” 
said the Prime Minister. 

PM Modi said that India’s 
history is not just about co-

lonialism but it is a history 
of warriors. “For centuries, 
it was attempted to tell us we 
are people who always get 
looted, beaten and lost. In-
dia’s history is not just about 
colonialism, it’s a history 
of warriors. India’s history 
is about displaying valour 
against oppressors, about 
victory, sacrifice and great 
tradition,” he said. 

He further said that today 
India has broken the shack-
les of colonialism and is 
moving forward, celebrating 
our heritage and remember-
ing our heroes with pride. 
“Today, India is not only cel-
ebrating its varied heritage 

but also remembering its 
braveheart unsung heroes,” 
he added. 

The Prime Minister said 
India has the ability to give a 
befitting reply to those who 
practice atrocities. “India’s 
history is the history of war-
riors, the history of victory, 
the history of sacrifice, self-
lessness and bravery. Each 
and every youth of India is 
a warrior when it comes to 
saving their cultural heri-
tage from any external forc-
es,” he said. 

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said that India is 
leaving behind the colonial 
mindset and is filled with 

a sense of pride for its heri-
tage. The Prime Minister re-
iterated India’s mood to get 
rid of the mentality of slav-
ery and take pride in its heri-
tage. India is not only cele-
brating its cultural diversity 
but also acknowledging the 
unsung heroes and heroines 
of its history.

This comes a day after 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah made a similar state-
ment, saying no one can stop 
rewriting history adding 
that Indian history is twist-
ed and inaccurately written 
and appealed to historians 
and research scholars to re-
write it.

inDian history DistorteD,  
neeDs to be rewritten: pM MoDi  

‘colonial MinDset’ 

  The Prime Minister says the history of courage has been deliberately hidden
  ‘Distortion’ needed to be changed but it was not done, he says 
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‘aaFtab’s polygraph 
test coulD not be 
helD on FriDay’

suitcase with boDy parts FounD in haryana, 
police suspects linKs with shraDDha case 
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shraDDha 
MurDer case

The polygraph test of Aaftab Amin Poon-
awalla, accused in the heinous Shraddha 
Walkar murder case that shook the nation, 
could not be conducted on Friday, said Del-
hi Police. 

“Polygraph test of the accused Aaftab 
Amin in Mehrauli police station case FIR 

No 659/22 under section 365/302/201 IPC 
could not be held today,” said Sagar Preet 
Hooda, IPS, Special Commissioner of Po-
lice, Law and Order, Zone II. Earlier official 
sources had confirmed that Aaftab’s poly-
graph test was conducted at the Forensic 
Science Laboratory (FSL), Rohini in the 
national capital. 

builDing a coMMunity 

travesty oF justice 

itv networK launches First 
‘law anD constitution Dialogue’ 

punishMent For raping a Minor 
girl in bihar: 5 sit-ups 

On the Constitution Day, 
iTV Network’s flagship pro-
gramme ‘Legally Speaking’ 
on Friday presented the first 

‘Law and Constitution Dia-
logue’ here. With the light-
ing of lamp, the programme 
was inaugurated by Mem-
ber of Parliament Kartikeya 
Sharma and Justice Surya 
Kant. They also launched 

the mobile app and website 
of ‘Legally Speaking’. 

The conclave’s objective is

In a shocking incident that 
has come to light from Bi-
har’s Nawada district, the 
panchayat allegedly let off a 

rape accused after ordering 
him to do sit-ups as punish-
ment, police sources said. 

The local police informed 
that the accused was from 
the same village as the mi-
nor girl he allegedly raped. 

Sources said three days ago, 
a panchayat was convened 
in the matter and the pan-
chayat chief or mukhiya, as 
the post is called locally, sen-
tenced the accused youth to

BaDar Bashir 
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The body remains recovered from a 
suitcase at a forest area in Haryana’s 
Faridabad on Thursday afternoon are 
suspected to be of the Shraddha Walkar, 
who was killed by her live-in partner 
Aaftab Poonawalla in Delhi. 

Faridabad Police have contacted the 
Delhi Police following the recovery of 
the suitcase with body parts in the Sura-
jkund forest area. According to police, 
the remains were wrapped in a plastic 
bag and a sack, and clothes and a belt 

were also recovered near the suitcase. 
Prima facie, it appeared that a person 

was murdered elsewhere and a part 
of the body was dumped here to avoid 
identification, Faridabad Police said in 
a statement. 

Faridabad police have shared the in-
formation with Delhi police, and on the 
basis of which, a team of Mehrauli police 
of South Delhi, investigating the horrific 
Shraddha murder case, also reached the 
spot and joined the investigation. 

Delhi police officials suspect that the 
body remains recovered from the
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MP Kartikeya Sharma with Justice Surya Kant at the programme.
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A cabinet meeting chaired 
by Chief Minister Bhupesh 
Baghel has approved the two 
amended bills on the reser-
vation issue in the state. The 
amended bills will be intro-
duced in the special assem-
bly session that will be held 
on 1 and 2 December.

The cabinet meeting was 
held at the CM’s residence 
on Thursday. Agriculture 
Minister Ravindra Chaubey 
said that the total reserva-
tion in the state would rise 
to 76 percent after the bill 
gets passed by the assembly. 
Choubey said that the bills 
were approved in respect 
of the Chhattisgarh Public 
Service (Scheduled Castes, 

Scheduled Tribes, and Other 
Backward Classes Reserva-
tion) Amendment Act and 
the amendment related to 
admission in educational in-
stitutions. The reservation 
will be based on the popu-
lation data (OBC and EWS) 
provided by the commission.

Notably, the reservation is-
sue flared up in the state after 
the Chhattisgarh High Court 
dismissed its 2012 order in-
creasing the reservation in 
education and jobs to 58 per-
cent (SC 12 percent, OBC 14 
percent, and ST 32 percent) 
in the state. The High Court 
had said that the violation of 
the 50 percent quota limit is 
unconstitutional. The HC or-
der reduced the reservation 
for ST from the existing 32 
percent to 20 percent.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister 
Bhupesh Baghel reiterated 
the state’s demand for a re-
fund of the NPS amount and 
GST compensation during a 
pre-budget meeting chaired 
by Union Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman in New Delhi on 
Friday.

He also demanded the 
transfer of the amounts col-
lected as an ‘additional levy’ 
from coal block companies. 
According to CM Baghel, 
the state government has 
restored the old pension 
scheme in Chhattisgarh in 
order to secure the future of 
government employees and 
their families.He added that 
the Rs 17,240 crore depos-
ited with NSDL until March 
31 should be returned so that 
it can be put in the general 
provident fund of the em-
ployees.

He informed the Union 
Minister, “The state govern-
ment’s share will be depos-
ited in a separate pension 
fund, which will be used 
to meet pensionary obliga-
tions in the future. Along 
with this, it will be invested 
in the government of India 
and state government secu-

rities.”
CM Baghel further said 

that Chhattisgarh had re-
quested to continue the sys-
tem of GST compensation 
grants for the next five years 
after June 2022, but it was 
not increased. He demand-
ed an amount of 1,875 crore 
for GST compensation. He 
also demanded that the Rs 
4,140 crore in coal royalties 
be transferred to the state as 
soon as possible.

He requested the release of 
Rs 1,288 crore spent on cen-
tral security forces and Rs 
313 crore spent by the state 
government on four special 
and Indian defence forces 
deployed in the state.

Besides referring to the 
fact that 2023 has also been 
declared the “International 
Year of Millet” by the United 
Nations, the CM has said 
that Kodo, Kutki, and Ragi 
(Millets) are mainly culti-
vated in Chhattisgarh and 
urged the Centre to declare 
a minimum support price 
for Kodo and Kutki crops to 
promote Millets crops.

He also demanded the set-
ting up of marketing centres 
along the lines of C-Mart so 
that agriculture, handicrafts, 
and minor forest products 
could be promoted.

The Rajasthan Cabinet, 
chaired by Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot, made a num-
ber of important decisions 
on Thursday, including pro-
moting tourism in the state 
and amending the state’s 
civil service (absorption of 
ex-servicemen) rules, among 
other things.

According to an official 
statement, the government 
also approved the proposal 
for the Rajasthan Homeless 
Upliftment and Rehabilita-
tion Policy. The cabinet ap-
proved the Rajasthan Rural 
Tourism Scheme 2022, aim-
ing to generate employment 
opportunities in the state.

“With this, the establish-

ment of tourism units and 
rural guest houses, agricul-
tural tourism units, camping 
sites, and caravan parks to 
be established in rural areas 
will generate employment 
in villages, and rural handi-
crafts will be protected. At 
the same time, domestic and 
foreign tourists will be able 
to get acquainted with the 
rural culture of Rajasthan,” 
the statement said.

The Rajasthan Cabinet also 
approved the Homeless Up-
liftment and Rehabilitation 
Policy 2022.

According to the statement, 
under the policy, provisions 
have been made to provide 
a terrace with a minimum 
space of 50 square feet per 
person, to provide proper 
privacy and security to spe-

cial categories of people like 
women, the mentally retard-
ed, and the sick.

“Along with this, there are 
various provisions in the 
policy, including providing 
basic necessities like drink-
ing water, medical facilities, 
adequate fire safety mea-
sures, and running shelters 
for homeless persons. With 
this decision, the homeless 
will be empowered by pro-
viding them with education, 
skills, and employment,” the 
statement said.

The cabinet also decided to 
amend the Rajasthan Civil 
Services (Absorption of Ex-
Servicemen) Rules, 1998.

“With this, ex-service-
men will get a horizontal 
category-wise reservation 
in state recruitments. With 

this amendment, SC/ST 
ex-servicemen will also get 
proportionate representa-
tion in direct recruitment as 
a whole. Along with this, due 
representation of general 
candidates (besides ex-ser-
vicemen) belonging to back-
ward classes will also be en-
sured in the posts reserved 
for backward classes,” the 
statement said.

“It is noteworthy that in the 
current recruitment rules for 
ex-servicemen, after recruit-
ment, they are adjusted in 
their respective categories. 
With this system, the ex-
servicemen get their own 
category,” it added.

The cabinet also approved 
the amendment to Rajasthan 
Computer State and Subor-
dinate Services Rules, 1992.

Chhattisgarh Cabinet 
approves two amended 
bills on reservation

rajasthan Cabinet approves rural tourism sCheme, 
homeless upliftment, and rehabilitation poliCy

Cm bhupesh baghel reiterates demand 
for nps amount, gst Compensation

Khambhalia seat turns into battle  
of prestige between bjp and aap

Had Congress not been in picture, we would’ve 
formed govt in Gujarat: AAP leader

Indian Army helps 
pregnant lady in 
distress in J-K village

We don’t discriminate: Bengal CM Mamata 
on invites for Governor’s swearing-in

3 held for flying 
drones in restricted 
areas during PM 
Modi’s visit to Bavla

Had Congress not been in 
the picture in Gujarat, the 
AAP would have been in 
a position to form the gov-
ernment with a full major-
ity, just like it did in Punjab, 
AAP leader Isudan Gadhvi 
said here on Friday.

Isudan Gadhvi, the AAP’s 
CM face for Gujarat, at-

tacked the Congress and 
referred to it as the ruling 
BJP’s “B team” in an inter-
view with the press. Gadhvi 
expressed optimism that 
AAP will form the govern-
ment in the state with a full 
majority.

Responding to a question 
regarding AAP supremo 
and Delhi CM Arvind Kejri-
wal’s video in which he ap-
pealed to electors not to vote 

for Congress, Gadhvi said 
Congress was dividing votes 

and that its MLAs would be 
available for sale.

“Arvind Ji in Goa told elec-
tors not to vote for Congress. 
He said so because if they 
voted for the Congress, its 
MLAs would go to the BJP. 
This time we hear that the 
BJP has helped half of its 
leaders get Congress tickets 
so that after winning, they 
will join the BJP,” the AAP 
leader said.

“As many as 65 big Con-
gress leaders including its 
MLAs joined BJP in last 
eight years, so whose B team 
is Congress” asked Gadhvi.

“If BJP gets 70 seats and 
Congress 10-15 and if all 
Congress MLAs will join 
BJP then they may be in a 
position to form the gov-
ernment to ‘loot’ farmers 
again,” he alleged.

On AAP leader and Delhi 

Minister Satyendar Jain’s 
CCTV visuals from Tihar 
jail, Gadhvi said, “It is BJP’s 
plan, conspiracy which will 
go on till December 8 to in-
sult (Delhi CM) Arvind Ke-
jriwal & others... Someone 
is sick, has a medical cer-
tificate for it. Why is there a 
CCTV in jail?”

The Khambhalia seat 
of Dwarka district 
has turned into a bat-

tle of prestige between the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
and the Aam Aadmi Party, 
in the upcoming Gujarat As-
sembly elections.

With Congress also in the 
fray with a sitting MLA, it 
is also a triangular contest. 
Senior Congress leader Vi-
kram Madam, AAP Chief 
Minister’s face Isudan Gad-
hvi, and BJP candidate Mulu 
Ayar Bera are fighting it out 
amongst themselves in the 
assembly elections. Speak-
ing to ANI, BJP candidate 

Mulu Ayar Bera exuded 
confidence in winning the 
Khambhalia seat. “We will 
win the Khambhalia seat, I 
am continuously travelling 
and meeting people. People 
tell me that they made a mis-
take by electing Congress 
for the last two terms, and 
that’s why development did 
not happen and the works of 
development are still stuck. 
That’s why people are now 
feeling that they should stay 
with the BJP. The Khamb-
halia seat belongs to the BJP 
only,” he said.

Bera further said that AAP 
is not going to win even four 
seats in the state.

“Isudan Gadhvi is the 
CM face of the Aam Aadmi 

Party from the Khambhalia 
seat, but the people here are 
sensible no matter who the 
candidate is. People know 
what the introduction to 
Gadhvi is. I am a local here, 
I live with the people, and I 
visit the village again and 
again. Khambhalia knows 
this, even if I lose the elec-
tion, I will live here among 
the people and participate 
in their happiness and sor-
row. AAP party is talking 
of giving free things and has 
nominated a CM face from 
this constituency, but the 
people of Khambhalia know 
that AAP is not going to win 
even 4 seats in the state, how 
will they have a CM,” said 
the BJP candidate.

He said that as an MLA 
and minister, he had done a 
lot of development work for 
the area.

“I have been an MLA from 
here four times and have 
also been a minister in the 
government, then I did de-
velopment work. Everyone 
knows that because of the 
development work here 
there are 10 to 12 big irriga-
tion schemes and 20000 
hectares of land are getting 
water in the fields. Earlier 
there was no university for 
higher education in Khamb-
halia and Bharwad. But now 
people have universities, 
hospitals and even an ITI 
college were also built. I did 
the work of connecting one 

village to another and the 
water of Narmada reached 
here,” said Bera.

Speaking on the close fight 
in the Khambhalia seat be-
tween the BJP and AAP, 
Bera said, “Being a local 
and being familiar with the 
constituency, are two differ-
ent things. He doesn’t know 
about the villages here. He is 
not a local here, he has lived 
outside for a long time even 
though his birthplace is this. 
It is true that here it is a neck-
to-neck fight but people are 
looking for BJP and they will 
make us win. That’s why 
I don’t think anything like 
this is here and if there was 
any other candidate, it would 
have been more beneficial.”

He said that the Congress 
MLA who was elected from 
here 5 years ago did not ful-
fil the promise made to the 
people.

Meanwhile, Aam Aadmi 
Party’s CM candidate Isudan 
Gadhvi said that the people 
of Gujarat want the AAP 
leader as a chief minister.

Isudan Gadhvi belongs to 
Khambalia. He is a resident 
of Piplia village and belongs 
to the backward class. He 
was a journalist before join-
ing politics. Gadhvi is fac-
ing a triangular contest for 
Khambhalia’s seat.
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Three people were arrested 
for flying drones in re-
stricted areas during Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
visit to Bavla, according to 
police.

The incident occurred 
during PM Modi’s visit to 
Bavla in connection with 
the Gujarat elections, when 
three people were filming 
with a drone camera from 
the main road near Sabha 
Place.The entire area of two 
kilometres near the Sabha 
was notified as a “no drone 
flying zone,” officials said.

The arrested accused have 
been identified as Nikul 
Rameshbhai Parmar (24), 
Rakesh Kalubhai Bharvad 
(35), and Rajeshkumar 
Mangilal Prajapati (20).

“One police constable, 
Anup Sinh Bharatsang of 
the Local Crime Branch, 
Ahmedabad Rural, identi-
fied some persons operat-
ing a microdrone from the 
main road near the Sabha 
ground. When the opera-
tors of the drone were ap-
prehended and asked to 
take it down, the three 
people complied and took 
down the drone. The BDDS 

team immediately checked 
the drone and confirmed 
that the drone was only for 
filming and had an operat-
ing camera, and it did not 
have any explosives or any 
other harmful objects,” said 
police on Thursday.

The officials also in-
formed us that no prohib-
ited item has been found 
with the accused, and they 
were outside the perimeter 
wall of the Sabha when they 
were operating the drone.

As per reports, the arrest-
ed accused said that they 
were general photogra-
phers and were unaware of 
the prohibition in the area.

Th e  p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s 
booked the accused as per 
Indian Penal Code Section 
188, and an FIR has been 
registered.

“There are no police re-
cords or previous criminal 
history of the persons. They 
are individuals who are not 
associated with any politi-
cal party or organization. 
Prima facie the persons do 
not seem to have intended 
to use the drone for any 
harm, but the police are un-
dertaking thorough inter-
rogation and investigation 
in the case,” read an official 
statement by the police.

By The People
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in west bengal

The Indian Army carried 
out an emergency evacu-
ation of a pregnant lady 
from the Sumwali village 
near the Line of Control 
(LoC) on Thursday as she 
was in distress.

An official statement 
from the Army said that the 
lady, identified as Atara, 30, 
was having severe abdomi-
nal pain when the locals 
called and urged the offi-
cials for medical assistance 
for a two-month pregnant 
lady. “On 24 November, 
2009, at 2100 hours, the 
Indian Army Post at Nala 
received a distress call 
from locals requesting 
immediate medical assis-

tance for a pregnant lady 
(two months) named Mrs. 
Atara, age 30 years, mar-
ried to Mr. Rashid, who 
was suffering from severe 
abdominal pain. The Army 
Medical team at Nala Post 
checked the vitals and 
planned an emergency 
evacuation,” the Army re-
lease said.

It further mentioned that 
the villagers evacuated 
this lady from Sumwali to 
Chotali on a stretcher, and 
meanwhile, a party of 00-
01-04 with Lt. Veh rushed 
from Paro to Chotali.

Furthermore, the lady 
w a s  e v a c u a t e d  f r o m 
Chotali to PHC Boniyar in 
an army vehicle with the 
Torna Battalion’s Quick Re-
sponse Team (QRT). 

Amid the ongoing Winter Session of the 
West Bengal Assembly, Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Friday highlighted 
numerous issues, including invitations 
to the Governor’s oath-taking ceremo-
ny, developments concerning the state’s 
health sector during the TMC’s tenure, 
and developments overall.

The CM spoke on the invitations ex-
tended for the Governor’s swearing-in 
while replying to the Leader of Opposi-
tion, Suvendu Adhikari, during a ques-
tion-answer session in the Assembly.

On invitations sent out for the new 
governor Dr. CV Ananda Bose’s oath-
taking ceremony, the CM said, “For 
the meeting, many were invited. Even 
Krishna Kalyani, who is officially a BJP 
MLA, was among the invitees. In the 

Standing Committee, there are no TMC 
members, not even a single one. We 
don’t discriminate. We invited you (Op-
position members) for the Governor’s 
Oath, but many of you did not turn up. 
However, (veteran leftist leader) Biman 
Bose attended. I am Thankful to him.”

While underscoring the development 
that the health sector had undergone 
she said inquiries will be done if any-
thing goes wrong.

inCentive grants should be given 
to states with better finanCial 
management: Cm baghel
RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel has 
said that incentive grants should be given to states with 
better financial management to motivate others to adopt 
financial discipline.

He made the above comment during the pre-budget 
meeting held at the Manekshaw Center in New Delhi on 
Friday. In the meeting chaired by Union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman, CM Baghel made several proposals 
and suggestions regarding the General Budget 2023–24. 
He said, “Revenue deficit grants are being given by the 
central government to many such states, which have been 
running huge revenue deficits continuously for the past 
several years. Chhattisgarh has been able to achieve better 
financial management and strict financial discipline since 
the inception of the state. The state has been mostly in a 
state of continuous revenue surplus.”

Even after experiencing a revenue deficit due to the non-
receipt of expected financial assistance from the central 
government during the Covid-19 crisis in the financial 
years 2019–20 and 2020–21. 

Isudan Gadhvi

CM Baghel at the pre-budget 2023 meeting on Friday.



3nationthe daily guardian review
saturday |  26 november 2022

new delhi

REVENGE KILLINGPROBE UNDERWAY ALLEGATION

RED CORNER ISSUED LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

TERROR OFFENCES

FILING SUITMCD ELECTIONS

A day after a man was shot 
dead by unidentified bike-
borne assailants in the Bhil-
wara district of Rajasthan, 
the police have detained two 
people in connection with 
the matter. 

“Both accused in the Bhil-
wara murder case have been 
detained by police,” Superin-
tendent of Police (SP) Adarsh 
Sidhu said on Friday. Earlier 
last evening, a man was shot 
dead and another injured by 

unidentified bike-borne as-
sailants in Bhilwara.

Following the incident, 
Internet services were sus-
pended for 48 hours.

According to the police, it 
is a case of revenge killing. 
The bike-borne assailants 
opened fire on the brothers to 
avenge the murder of Adarsh 
Tapadia that took place six 
months ago.

Additional Superintendent 
of Police Jyestha Maitreyi 
said bike-borne assailants 
surrounded the victims last 

evening at the Badla inter-
section of the Kotwali police 
station area of Bhilwara city.

The police said that Ibra-
him died during treatment 
while Tony is undergoing 
treatment. “The accused 
have been identified and 
raids are being conducted 
to nab them. Prima facie, it 
looks like a revenge murder 
as a murder had happened 
almost six months back 
wherein the victims of this 
incident were accused in the 
former incident. 

A 12-year-old girl was found 
dead with marks on her neck 
in a sugarcane field in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Shahjahanpur, ac-
cording to an official.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Pushpa alias Rajni, 
who according to the police, 
was mowing a field with her 
grandmother before being 
found dead in the sugarcane 
field. S Anand, Superinten-
dent of Police, Shahjahan-
pur, said on Thursday that 
the deceased’s grandmother 

along with the villagers 
recovered her body after 
conducting a search in the 
village when the girl did not 
return to the field after keep-
ing the mowed grass at her 
house.

The Karnataka police on 
Thursday registered a First 
Information Report against 
several men for allegedly try-
ing to murder Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) leader Suresh 
Gowda in the Kyathasandra 
police station of the Tumkur 
rural.

The Police have booked the 
accused persons namely MLA 
Gaurishankar, his supporter 
Hirehalli Mahesh and Bom-
manahalli Babu alias Attika 
Babu and some unidentified 

people under section 120B 
(Punishment of criminal con-
spiracy), 506 (Punishment for 
criminal intimidation), 109 
(Punishment of abetment if 
the act abetted is committed 
in consequence and where no 
express provision is made for 
its punishment), and 34 (Acts 
done by several persons in 
furtherance of common in-
tention) of the IPC 1860, the 
First Information Report 
read. The complaint was filed 
by Gowda, wherein he alleged 
that the mentioned three ac-
cused plotted to kill him.

The Delhi Police on Friday 
arrested a person accused of 
killing an Australian woman 
in Queensland in 2018. 

The Australian Police had 
offered 1 million Australian 
dollars, which is over Rs 5 
crore for the exchange of in-
formation about the accused 
Rajwinder Singh who killed 
Toyah Cordingley in 2018. Ac-
cused Rajwinder Singh was 
arrested after a joint opertion 
of CBI, interpol and special 
cell with intelligence inputs.

The Australian High Com-

mission in a tweet on 11 No-
vember had informed about 
the declaration of reward 
of One Million Australian 
Dollars on the arrest of one 
Rajwinder Singh, an Indian-
origin Australian citizen, who 
had committed the gruesome 
murder of an Australian lady 
on 21/10/2018 in Queensland, 
Australia, and had been ab-
sconding ever since.

“Interpol had issued Red 
Corner Notice (RCN), Control 
No. A-2639/3-2021 regarding 
the said accused; the CBI/
Interpol, New Delhi had got 
issued a non-bailable war-

rant, under The Extradition 
Act, against his name from 
the Patiala House Court on 
21/11/2022,” an official state-
ment from the police read.

“On 25/11/2022 at 06:00 
hrs, based upon inputs shared 
by CBI/Interpol and Aus-
tralian counterparts, in an 
intelligence-based operation, 
the accused was apprehended 
from near GT Karnal Road 
and arrested by Special Cell 
u/s 41(1) Cr PC. The accused 
is being produced before the 
concerned court as per law 
for further proceedings,” it 
added.

Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Pralhad Joshi will convene 
an all-party meeting of floor 
leaders of Lok Sabha and Ra-
jya Sabha on 6 December in 
Parliament, a day before the 
commencement of the Win-
ter Session. “It is my pleasure 
to invite you for a meeting of 
Floor Leaders of Political Par-
ties in Lok Sabha/Rajya Sabha 
to discuss Legislative Business 
and important issues likely to 
be taken up in the ensuing Win-
ter Session of Parliament,” Joshi 
said in a letter to the floor lead-
ers of both the Houses.

The SC on Friday issued a no-
tice in an appeal filed by the 
Central government challeng-
ing a Karnataka HC judgement 
by which it ruled that attending 
"jihadi meetings" of organisa-
tions which are not outlawed 
by the government does not 
amount to a "terrorist act". A 
bench of CJI DY Chandra-
chud and Justice Hima Kohli 
issued notice to Saleem Khan 
and sought a response in four 
weeks. The Karnataka HC in 
April granted bail to Saleem 
Khan, an alleged member of 
the Al-Hind Group which is 
allegedly reported to be in-
volved in terrorist activities.

Bollywood's legendary actor 
Amitabh Bachchan filed a suit 
in Delhi High Court seeking 
protection of his personality 
rights, image, voice or any of 
his characteristics without his 
consent, following which the 
court passed an interim ex-
parte injunction in his favour.

Eminent lawyer Harish 
Salve along with Ameet Naik 
and Pravin Anand, instruct-
ed by Anand and Naik, ap-
peared for Bachchan in the 
High Court. The matter was 
heard before Justice Navin 
Chawla. Salve submitted that 
there is a complete misuse of 
Amitabh Bachchan’s name, 
image, voice or any of his 
characteristics without his 
consent.

“The misuse of his name, 
image and voice, especially 
by the mobile application 
developers, and people con-
ducting lottery by illegally 
associating with KBC, book 
publishers, T-shirt vendors 
and various other business-
es, has prompted Mr Am-
itabh Bachchan to approach 
the High Court, seeking a 

restraining order against the 
use of his personality traits,” 
Salve said.

The lawyer for Amitabh 
Bachchan also brought to the 
notice of the Delhi High Court 
that alleged infringers have il-
legally registered Bachchan’s 
name as web-domain names 
such as www.amitabhbach-
chan.com and www.amitab-
hbachchan.in.

Delhi High Court’s Justice 
Navin Chawla noted that the 
plaintiff/Amitabh Bachchan 
alleges a violation of his pub-
licity right as a celebrity.

The court further noted 
that it could not seriously be 
disputed that the plaintiff is a 
very well-known personality 
and is aggrieved by the usage 
of his name, image voice etc 
without his consent.

RAJASTHAN: MAN SHOT DEAD IN 
BHILWARA, 2 DETAINED

12-year-old girl found dead 
in sugarcane field in UP

BJP leader in Karnataka 
reports threat to life

Delhi Police arrests man accused 
of murdering Australian woman 

Big B’s voice, image 
can’t be used without 
his consent: Delhi HC

HEAVY DAMAGE 

A massive blaze that broke 
out in the shops of Bhagirath 
Palace market of Chandni 
Chowk in the national capi-
tal on Thursday evening 
continued to rage on Friday 
morning as attempts are un-
derway to bring the flames 
under control.

According to Delhi Fire 
Service Director Atul Garg, 
several fire tenders are on 
the spot and attempts are on 
to douse the fire. No casualty 
has been reported so far. In 

the early hours of Friday, the 
official said that the “situa-
tion is not very good” while 
also informing that a major 
part of the building has been 
damaged.  “The situation 
is not very good as of now. 
40 fire tenders are present 
at the spot. The fire will be 
brought under control by 
morning. No casualties have 
been reported so far. A major 
part of the building has been 
damaged,” said Atul Garg, 
Delhi Fire Service Director.

Former Health Minister Dr 
Harsh Vardhan who visited 
the site in the early hours to-

day said that the main build-
ing that caught fire was col-
lapsing slowly as two floors 
were completely damaged.

According to the fire de-
partment, the call regarding 
the fire was received at 9:19 
pm on Thursday following 
which the fire tenders were 
rushed to the spot.

The call was received at 
9:19 pm. More than 30 fire 
tenders, including one un-
manned firefighter, have 
been pressed into service, the 
Fire Department informed 
earlier. Further details into 
the matter are awaited. 

FIRE AT CHANDNI CHOWK WHOLESALE 
MARKET, NO CASUALTY REPORTED

ALL-PARTY MEETING 
FOR WINTER SESSION

SC ISSUES NOTICE ON 
CENTRE'S APPEAL 
AGAINST K'TAKA HC

TDG NETWORK
CHENNAI 

Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) leader Man-
i s h  S i s o d i a  o n 

Friday again alleged that 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
was conspiring to kill Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal and that he will submit 
a complaint regarding the 
same to the Election Com-
mission. The Delhi Deputy 
Chief Minister also demand-
ed that BJP’s Manoj Tiwari 
be arrested for his “threat” 
against the AAP national 
convenor.

“Manoj Tiwari has threat-
ened Kejriwal, which makes 
it clear that BJP is conspiring 
to murder Arvind Kejriwal. 
The way Manoj Tiwari ji has 
spoken yesterday, it was an 
open threat that after fail-
ing to trap Kejriwal through 
various attempts has now 
come to the level of killing 
him. Manoj Tiwari is assert-
ing for the sake of saying 
that he (Delhi CM) can be 
attacked by anyone, how did 
he know? This needs to be 

investigated hence will file 
a complaint with Election 
Commission and an FIR,” 
Sisodia said addressing 
a press conference today. 
Meanwhile, responding to 
Sisodia’s allegations today, 
Tiwari, while addressing 
a press conference in the 
national capital, said that 
he had only “expressed his 
concern” for the safety of the 
Delhi Chief Minister.

“I have only expressed my 
concern towards Kejriwal’s 
safety. His MLAs are being 
beaten and one of the party’s 

workers has died, the situa-
tion is of concern to me. This 
script of murder and threat 
to murder by AAP is an old 
one, only the year changes, 
their allegations remain 
same,” Tiwari said display-
ing printouts of the previ-
ous similar allegations by 
the AAP.

In a tweet yesterday, the 
Delhi Deputy CM said that 
the BJP was scared of los-
ing upcoming elections and 
hence was “conspiring to 
kill” CM Kejriwal through 
MP Manoj Tiwari and his 

“goons”. “Due to the fear of 
defeat in Gujarat and MCD 
elections, BJP is planning 
to kill Arvind Kejriwal with 
their MP Manoj Tiwari 
openly asking his goons to 
attack Arvind ji. The AAP is 
not afraid of their petty poli-
tics, the public will answer 
for their hooliganism,” Siso-
dia tweeted in Hindi.

Sisodia’s tweets followed 
BJP MP Tiwari’s tweets on 
the same day in which he 
said he was worried for the 
Delhi CM because of anger 
among AAP party workers 
regarding tickets for the elec-
tions and allegations of cor-
ruption. Meanwhile, Delhi 
BJP spokesperson Praveen 
Shankar Kapoor also asked 
how Sisodia came with a fear 
of Arvind Kejriwal’s killing 
right before every election.

Praveen Shankar Kapoor 
further said, “Manish Si-
sodia ji, how much more 
will you lower the level of 
politics, your people are 
calling you a thief, a case of 
suspected suicide has also 
come to the fore, your MLAs 

are openly threatening the 
general public and now this 
tweet of yours seems to be 
your internal survey. AAP 
is losing not only in Gujarat, 
Himachal but also in Delhi.

In a shocking incident, 
Aam Aadmi Party’s trade 
wing secretary, Sandeep 
Bhardwaj, was found dead 
at his Rajouri Garden resi-
dence on Thursday.

Notably, Lietenant Gover-
nor VK Saxena took note of 
the tweets and statements by 
the Aam Aadmi Party lead-
ers including the ones made 
by Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia where he 
has alleged Bharatiya Janata 
Party of planning to kill CM 
Arvind Kejriwal, the Raj Ni-
was sources said.

The sources said that the 
LG has taken note of Tweets 
and statements by AAP 
leaders, including Dy CM 
Manish Sisodia, and asked 
the Police Commissioner to 
ensure that such eventuality 
orchestrated, or otherwise, 
do not happen, to the far-
thest possible extent. 

SISODIA ALLEGES BJP CONSPIRING TO 
KILL KEJRIWAL, TIWARI DEFENDS
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

AAP leader Manish Sisodia (left) and BJP's Manoj Tiwari (right).

Amitabh Bachchan 

S. Anand, SP Shahjahanpur

TOP OF THE DAY

ADANI 
ENTERPRISES TO 
RAISE FUNDS
Mumbai: Adani Enter-
prises Limited informed 
that the board of 
directors of the Com-
pany, at its meeting on 25 
November has approved: 
(i) raising of funds by 
way of a further public 
offering through a fresh 
issue of Equity Shares by 
the Company aggregat-
ing up to 20,000 Crore; 
and (ii) to seek approval 
of the shareholders for 
the aforesaid issuance 
by way of postal ballot 
process. 

CENTRE RELEASES 
RS 17,000 CR  GST 
COMPENSATION TO 
STATES
New Delhi: The central 
government has released 
an amount worth Rs 
17,000 crore to states and 
Union territories towards 
the balance GST com-
pensation for the period 
April to June 2022. The 
total amount of compen-
sation released to the 
States/UTs so far, includ-
ing thus Rs 17,000 crore, 
during the year 2022-23 
is Rs 1,15,662 crore, the 
Ministry of Finance said 
in a statement on Friday. 

“This is despite the fact 
that total Cess collection 
till October, 2022 is only 
Rs.72,147 crore and the 
balance of Rs. 43,515 
crore is being released 
by the Centre from its 
own resources. With this 
release, the Centre has 
released, in advance, the 
entire amount of Cess 
estimated to be collected 
this year till March-end 
available for payment of 
compensation to States,” 
the statement added.

EX-TELANGANA 
CONGRESS MLA 
SHASHIDHAR 
REDDY JOINS BJP
New Delhi: M Shashidhar 
Reddy, the former four-
time MLA from Telan-
gana who has recently 
quit Congress, joined the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in New Delhi on 
Friday. Reddy represent-
ed Sanathnagar Assem-
bly constituency for four 
terms. His induction to 
BJP took place in pres-
ence of Union ministers 
G Kishan Reddy and Sar-
bananda Sonowal and 
Telangana BJP president 
Bandi Sanjay Kumar at 
party headquarters in 
Delhi. 

HC STAYS ORDER OF 
DROPPING MURDER 
CHARGE AGAINST 
IAS OFFICER
Kochi: The Kerala HC on 
Friday stayed the lower 
court's order of dropping 
the charge of murder 
against IAS officer 
Sriram Venkitaraman 
in connection to a case 
pertaining to the death of 
journalist, KM Basheer.
The court has stayed it for 
two months. Venkitara-
man and another person 
were booked for causing 
the death of a journalist 
in a drunk driving case 
in 2019. The interim 
order was issued by the 
Single Bench of Justice 
Ziyad Rahman AA on an 
appeal filed by Kerala 
Government challenging 
the order of lower court. 
Kerala Government in its 
appeal contended that 
murder charge will exist 
against the IAS officer. 
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IN THE COURTS
MATHURA JAWAHAR BAGH 
MASSACRE CASE: CBI 
FILES SEALED REPORT IN 
ALLAHABAD HC
PRAYAGRAJ : In the 2016 Mathura Jawa-
har Bagh massacre case, the Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) submitted 
a report in a sealed cover to Allahabad 
High Court following which Justice Rajesh 
Bindal and Justice JJ Munir allowed 
the premier probe agency to submit 
chargesheet in two weeks. Senior advo-
cates Gyan Prakash and Sanjay Yadav ap-
peared for CBI. In the report, the roles of 
many high-profile politicians and bureau-
crats are likely to surface. The next date 
of the hearing is on 19 December. Earlier 
in 2017, the Allahabad High Court had 
ordered the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) to take over the investigation in 
the Jawahar Bagh violence case. At least 
24 people, including two police person-
nel, died following the violence in Mathura 
during an anti-encroachment drive at 
Jawahar Bagh in June 2016. The police 
had arrested 124 persons on charges of 
murder and rioting. 

HC REFUSES ANTICIPATORY 
BAIL TO MAN ACCUSED 
OF HAVING PHYSICAL 
RELATIONS ON PRETEXT 
OF MARRIAGE
NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court dis-
missed anticipatory bail (Pre-arrest Bail) 
application filed by a person accused of 
entering into physical relation with the 
prosecutrix on false pretext of marriage, 
observing that the accused never showed 
any intention to marry her and kept the 
complainant under misconception of 
fact. Justice Yogesh Khanna in an order 
passed on 22 November, 2022 accepted 
the submissions of prosecution and 
dismissed the anticipatory bail applica-
tion while discarding the submissions of 
the accused that due to temperamental 
differences the accused refused to marry 
her. The bench further observed that facts 
does not make any effort to marry her and 
rather he kept the prosecutrix under mis-
conception of fact that the accused would 
marry her, whereas he never showed any 
intention to marry her. 

2015 SALEM GOKULRAJ 
MURDER CASE: WITNESS 
PRESENTED BEFORE 
MADURAI BENCH OF 
MADRAS HC
CHENNAI : The main witness in the 2015 
Salem Gokulraj murder case, Swathi, has 
been brought to the Madurai bench of 
the Madras HC in TN on Friday. The case 
dates back about seven years when the 
decapitated body of a Dalit youth, named V 
Gokulraj was found near a railway track in 
the Namakkal district of TN in 2015. The 
Madurai Special Court on March 8, 2022, 
sentenced the main accused S Yuvraj, a 
caste outfit offender and the founder of 
Theeran Chinnamalai Counter Assem-
bly alongwith nine other convicts of the 
murder for life imprisonment. Gokulraj 
was an engineering student from Salem’s 
Omalur, who was kidnapped from a tem-
ple at Tiruchengode by a group of people 
on 23 June, 2015. The engineering student 
was seen talking to a girl who reportedly 
belonged to the Gounder community, a 
day before his mutilated body was found. 

DELHI HIGH COURT 
GRANTS REGULAR BAIL TO 
RANA KAPOOR IN MONEY 
LAUNDERING CASE
NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court on 
Friday granted regular bail to former 
Managing Director and CEO of YES Bank 
Rana Kapoor in Rs 466.51 crore money 
laundering case. The case is being probed 
by the Enforcement Directorate (ED). The 
Bench of Justice Sudhir Kumar Jain on 
Friday granted bail to him. The trial court 
in October last year, took cognizance 
of the Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
Chargesheet (Prosecution Complaint) 
filed against Avantha group promoter 
Gautam Thapar involving Yes Bank’s 
Rana Kapoor and several employees in 
connection with money laundering case. 
According to the ED, an ECIR was regis-
tered against Gautam Thapar, Avantha 
Realty Ltd., Oyster Buildwell Pvt. Ltd. and 
others, alleging criminal breach of trust, 
cheating, criminal conspiracy and forgery 
for diversion/ misappropriation of public 
money during the period 2017 to 2019. 
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IN AMRITSAR IN SYNC WITH HER NAME

FOR INFRASTRUCTURE

Punjab police is making ef-
forts in combating gun cul-
ture in Punjab. In the last 9 

days, Punjab Police has suspended 
900 gun licenses. On Friday after-
noon, An FIR has been registered 
against a 10-year-old boy in Pun-
jab’s Amritsar for allegedly pro-
moting gun culture. Notably, the 
post was shared in 2015. The action 
has been taken after seven years.

As per information, the case has 
been registered at the Amritsar Ru-
ral based Kathunangal police station. 

The child’s father, Bhupinder Singh, 
had posted a photo of his son stand-
ing with a gun and wearing a bullet 
belt on his shoulders on his Face-
book profile in the year 2015, when 
the child was 4-year-old. The photo 
caught the attention of the cyber cell 
of the police. After investigation, the 
police traced the child and his father 
Bhupinder. An FIR was also regis-
tered against two others — Vikramjit 
and Visarat — in the same case.

This is pertinent to mention that 
the Punjab Police cyber cell has not 
been able to put a blanket ban on 
guns promoting old songs so far. 

Many such songs can be heard on 
many social media sites. 

The police have not shared much 
information in this case as the child 
is a minor. At present, a case has 
been registered against him under 
Section 188 of the IPC.

TDG spoke to NCPCR Chairman 
Priyank Kanoongo on this issue, 
he said with surprise, “How come 
someone file an FIR against a child 
for this, he was 4 year old when the 
photo was taken. NCPCR will send 
notice to Punjab Police on this”. 

The Amritsar Rural Police have 
become active since the Chief Min-

ister’s orders to take action against 
gun culture. About 15 cases have 
been registered in Amritsar Rural 
in a week. Earlier a case against a 
constable was registered for alleg-
edly firing a gun in a marriage.

After realising its mistake Am-
ritsar Rural Police tweeted, “Due 
to negligence/oversight a case 
was registered against the child, 
though his name is not mentioned 
in the #FIR. Let us assure all, The 
child would not be treated as 
an accused. NO #action will be  
taken against any innocent. #Tu-
hadiSevaSaadaFarz.

CASE AGAINST 10-YEAR-OLD BOY, 
FOR ‘GLORIFYING’ GUN CULTURE

True to her name, Muskan 
spreads smiles as she bids 
adieu to this mortal world

HARYANA CM SEEKS SPECIAL ECONOMIC PACKAGE
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24-year-old donor Muskan.

Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal.

True to her name, 24-year-
old donor Muskan from 
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, 
spreads smiles even in her 
passing as her family’s 
magnanimous decision of 
organ donation resulted 
in saving lives of two pa-
tients suffering from end 
stage renal failure and  
battling for life. 

The retrieved corneas 
from the donor restored 
the sight of another two 
pat ients ;  thereby im-
pacting four lives in all 
w it h  t h e  do n o r  f a m-
ily’s heart-warming ges-
ture of organ donation here  
at PGIMER.

Lauding the brave-heart 
family for their exemplary 
courage amid their own 
tragedy, Professor Vivek 
Lal, Director PGIMER 
stated, “When the fam-
ily has the courage to con-
sent for organ donation 
despite their unbearable 
grief, it becomes our moral 
responsibility to translate 
their noble wish into reality 
through transplantation. 
Let this be a humble tribute 
from PGIMER’s end to the 
departed soul and brave-
heart donor family.”

It was the fateful day 
of 27th October, when 
Muskan suddenly fell un-
conscious at her home. 
Initially admitting her in 
a local hospital, the fam-
ily rushed her to PGIMER 
in an extremely critical 

condition on the next day,  
28th October.

However, the incessant ef-
forts by the attending doc-
tors and the ardent prayers 
of the family proved futile 
as Muskan could not be re-
trieved from her precarious 
condition and subsequent-
ly her 20 days’ long strug-
gle came to an end, when 
she was declared brain 
dead on 15th November af-
ter following the protocols 
as per THOA.

Post the declaration of 
Muskan being brain dead, 
the transplant coordinator 
at PGIMER approached 
Gajender Yadav, father of 
deceased Muskan to re-
quest if he could consider 
organ donation. The brave-
heart Gajender Yadav along 
with his courageous wife 
Savita Yadav showcased 
immense grit and consent-
ed for organ donation.

Though finding it diffi-
cult to come to terms with 
reality, the bereaved father 
Gajender Yadav said, “My 
daughter was the life line 

of the family. We can never 
forget her smile, her laugh-
ter. She used to make alive 
even the dullest of the mo-
ments. Even in her passing 
also, she infused life in oth-
ers through organ dona-
tion. I also learnt that only 
a minuscule number of 
people in India donate or-
gans. I appeal to everyone 
to take this noble step and 
save lives.”

Recounting his senti-
ments, Prof. Vipin Koushal, 
Medical Superintendent 
PGIMER cum Nodal Of-
ficer, ROTTO (North) said, 
“We at PGIMER salute the 
deceased donor and her 
family for having realized 
the value of organ dona-
tion and giving life to ailing 
patients. The clockwork 
precision of all the medical 
teams made this donation a 
reality. This should encour-
age more people to come 
forward and get themselves 
registered for organ dona-
tion to save more lives.”

Before the transplants, 
both the matching recipi-
ents were suffering from 
the last stage of debilitat-
ing kidney ailment and had 
been dependent on dialysis 
for long. 

The deceased’s kidney 
was used for two termi-
nally ill renal failure pa-
tients, giving them a sec-
ond chance to life and the 
corneas were used for 
another two patients, re-
storing their sight here in 
PGIMER. 

Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal on Friday 
asked Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
to give a special economic 
package to the state as 14 dis-
tricts are included in the Na-
tional Capital Region (NCR).

Therefore State should be 
given a special economic 
package keeping in mind 
that a lot of resources have 
to be spent on the construc-
tion and maintenance of in-
frastructure in these areas, 
said Sh. Manohar Lal while 
speaking at a pre-budget 
consultation meeting with 
Union Minister, Smt. Nir-
mala Sitharaman held in 
Delhi on Friday. During the 

meeting, the Chief Minister 
said that Haryana’s area of 
25,327 square kilometres 
and population of 164.3 lakh 
come under NCR. 

The region consumes a 
lot of resources for infra-
structure, water, sanitation, 
urban development and 
connectivity. He said that in 
NCR, Haryana Government 
is spending money on the 
development of the KMP 
Expressway, the Rail Orbital 

Project, the Development of 
5 Cities of 2.5 Lakh Hectares 
along the KMP Corridor as a 
Panchgram Vision, an Inte-
grated Multi Modal Logistics 
Hub at Narnaul, an Interna-
tional Horticulture Market 
at Gannaur and other big 
projects.  The demand made 
by the Haryana Government 
for a special package from 
the Centre for the implemen-
tation of these projects is jus-
tified, added Manohar Lal. 

CM thanked the Central 
government, PM Narendra 
Modi and Finance Minister 
Sitharaman for continuous-
ly giving special assistance 
for the Capital Investment 
Scheme to the states in the 
form of a 50-year interest-
free loan in 2022-23 also.

The Chief Minister said 
Haryana has received Rs 874 
crore under this scheme in 
2022-23 for the implementa-
tion of the Haryana Orbital 
Rail Corridor Project. He re-
quested the Centre to contin-
ue this scheme in future also.

The Chief Minister said 
that the state has done tre-
mendous work to strength-
en the health infrastructure 
of the State along with doing 
commendable progress in 

medical education. Medi-
cal colleges have either been 
opened in every district 
of Haryana or the process 
of opening the same has 
started.  The number of un-
dergraduate seats in medi-
cal colleges in Haryana was 
700 in 2015  and we aim to 
increase this up to  3035 by 
2025, shared the CM.  

He said that the construc-
tion and operation of medi-
cal colleges require to get 
capital intensive, with a 
capital investment of over 
Rs 700 crore on each such 
project, hence a demand has 
been made to the Central 
Government to provide spe-
cial financial assistance to 
open these medical colleges 
in Haryana.



Strategic StepS 

generouS attitude?

plain Speak 

India on Thursday abstained 
from voting on a United Na-
tions Human Rights Council 
(UNHRC) resolution to set 
up a fact-finding mission to 
investigate the alleged Hu-
man Rights violation com-
mitted on protesters in Iran 
that started on September 16.

Taking to Twitter, United 
Nations Human Right Coun-
cil said, “At its 35th special 
session, the @UN Human 
Rights Council decided to 
create a new fact-finding 
mission to investigate “al-
leged #HumanRightsViola-
tions in the Islamic Republic 
of #Iran related to the pro-
tests that began on 16 Sep-
tember 2022.” This resolu-

tion came amid the protests 
that started on September 
16 after 22-year-old Mahsa 
Amini, who was taken into 
custody by Iran’s morality 
police for wearing an ‘inap-
propriate’ headscarf, later 
died, drawing allegations of 
custodial violence.

Apart from India, Malay-
sia, Indonesia, UAE and 
Khakhastan had also ab-
stained from the resolution. 
Meanwhile, Pakistan and 
China rejected the resolution.

However, the resolution 
in the UNHRC was passed, 
with 25 votes in favour, six 
against and 16 abstentions, 
at a special session of the 
47-member human rights 
body and now the Human 
Rights Council has created 
a fact-finding mission, re-

lated to the protests in Iran. 
This follows calls from UN 
human rights chief Volker 
Turk for an independent 
investigation, UN News re-
ported.

In the meeting, the UN 
High Commissioner high-
lighted how the security 
forces, “notably the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps 
and Basij forces have used 
live ammunition, birdshot 
and other metal pellets, 
teargas and batons” against 
the protest movement as 
it has spread to a reported 
150 cities and 140 universi-
ties in all provinces of Iran. 
Before calling for an inde-
pendent probe into all al-
leged rights violations, the 
High Commissioner noted 
that his Office had received 

“multiple communications” 
from Iran about the episode, 
“including domestic investi-
gations”. These efforts “have 
failed to meet international 
standards of impartiality, 
independence and transpar-
ency”, UN news quoted Turk 
as saying.

Responding to the High 
Commissioner’s comments, 
Iran’s representative, Khad-
ijeh Karimi, Deputy of the 
Vice President for Women 
and Family Affairs, insisted 
that “necessary measures” 
had been taken to seek jus-
tice by the Government, 
after Amini’s death. These 
included the formation of an 
independent, parliamentary 
investigation commission as 
well as a forensic medical 
team.

The British High Commis-
sion to India on Friday said 
Indian nationals continued 
to be the top nationality to be 
granted ‘worker’ visas, account-
ing for 39 per cent of the total. 
“Indian nationals also continue 

to be the top nationality granted 
‘Worker’ visas, accounting for 39 
per cent of the total with 56,042 vi-
sas issued. An increase of 26,490 
(+90 per cent) as compared to 
2019 (29,552),” British High 
Commission said. The Commis-
sion further said for student visas, 
there were 127,731 grants to main 
applicant Indian nationals in the 

year ending September 2022, 
an increase of 93,470 (+273 per 
cent) compared to 2019 (34,261). 
Earlier, in October, British 
High Commissioner to India 
Alex Ellis said they were on 
track to get back to processing 
India-to-UK visa applications 
“within our standard of 15 days”. 
“We are on track to get back to 

processing India to Great Brit-
ain #visa applications within our 
standard of 15 days,” tweeted Ellis. 
India has now overtaken 
China as the largest nation-
al ity  being issued spon-
sored study visas in the UK. 
The latest UK Immigration Sta-
tistics, published on August 25, 
showed that nearly 118,000 In-

dian students received a student 
visa in the year ending June 2022 
-- an 89 per cent increase from 
the previous year. India has 
overtaken China as the largest 
nationality being issued spon-
sored study visas in the UK. 
The UK continued to be a popular 
destination for Indian holiday-
makers too, as India nationals 

accounted for the highest propor-
tion (28per cent) of visitor visas 
granted. More than 258,000 In-
dian nationals received visit visas 
in the year ending June 2022 -- a 
630 per cent increase compared 
to the previous year (when travel 
restrictions due to the Covid-19 
pandemic were still in place). 
In the year ending June 2022, 

Indias also received nearly 
103,000 work visas (which 
includes skilled and seasonal 
workers) -- a 148 per cent in-
crease over the previous year. 
India nationals also continue to be 
the top nationality granted skilled 
worker visas, accounting for 46 
per cent of all skilled work visas 
granted globally. 

india abStainS on un reSolution to 
probe iran’S ‘human rightS violationS’ 

‘India top granted ‘worker’ visa country’ in UK 

No institution in democracy is 
perfect: Chief Justice of India 
While talking about the Col-
legium system of appointing 
judges, Chief Justice of India 
D.Y. Chandrachud on Friday 
said that no institution in a 
democracy is perfect. 

“No institution in a Con-
stitutional democracy is 
perfect. We work within 
the existing framework of 
the Constitution and we are 
faithful soldiers who imple-
ment the Constitution,” said 
the CJI while speaking at 
the Constitution Day cel-
ebrations organised by the 
Supreme Court Bar Associa-
tion (SCBA). 

Merely reforming the Col-
legium system of the apex 
court or increasing the sal-

ary of judges will not ensure 
that good and qualified peo-
ple join the court. “Getting 
good people in judiciary is 
not just about reforming the 
collegium...” the CJI said, 
adding that lawyers joining 
the bench as judges is a call 
of conscience and a commit-
ment to the public. 

He said that system has to 
make the office of a judge 
appealing to young lawyers. 
CJI said November 26, 1959 
was an important day be-
cause it was when the con-
stituent assembly adopted 
the Constitution. The pro-
cess of nation-building is a 
constantly evolving task, he 
said. 

Constitution is constantly 
evolving to meet the new so-
cial realities of the time, CJI 

said. He further said that the 
working of the Constitution 
depends on how the district 
judiciary is working. When 
we celebrate the Constitu-
tion we must be conscious 
of histories prior to the adop-
tion of the Constitution, he 
added. 

CJI said the legal profes-
sion must shed away its 
colonial underpinnings 
and in a country like India 
where summers include 
extreme heatwaves because 
of climate change we must 
reconsider the strict dress 
code for lawyers, especially 
in summers. The strictness 
of attire should not lead to 
moral policing of women 
lawyers, he added.

Law Minister Kiren Rijiju 
also attending the event said 

that a country progresses in 
the visionary guidance of its 
leaders. “If leaders become 
weak, the country becomes 
weak. If CJI becomes weak, 
Supreme Court becomes 
weak and if Supreme Court 
becomes weak, the judiciary 
becomes weak. I congratu-
late Chief Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud and know 
the judiciary will rise under 
him,” Rijiju said. 

He said he is committed 
to creating better infra-
structure in the country. 
“Independence of the Indian 
judiciary is untouched. We 
are here to protect it. Hum 
sab ek hai. Aapas mein lad-
na theek nahi hai. (We are 
all the same, we should not 
quarrel among ourselves),” 
he added. 

continued from page 1

gujarat free of riotS Since 
2002: amit Shah

  riots were rampant. Congress used to incite 
people of different communities and castes to fight against 
each other. Through such riots, Congress had strength-
ened its vote bank and did injustice to a large section of the 
society.” Shah said that Gujarat witnessed riots in 2002 
because perpetrators became habitual of indulging in vio-
lence due to the prolonged support they received from the 
Congress.

“We taught them (the Congress) a lesson for their mis-
deeds in the 2002 elections under Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s leadership. Gujarat has seen no curfews or 
communal riots between 2002 and 2022, and the people 
here live in permanent peace and prosperity,” he added. 

The Union Home Minister alleged that in the 1990s dur-
ing the Congress regime, Gujarat had become a landing 
port of RDX. 

“In the last three decades, we have secured the borders of 
Gujarat and now even a sparrow will have to rethink twice 
before entering Gujarat,” he said.

vigilance unearthS rS 1300 cr 
claSSroom ‘Scam’ in delhi 
 the Delhi government’s vigilance directorate has submit-
ted its report to the Chief Secretary in the matter. The 
Vigilance Department has also recommended “fixing the 
responsibilities of the concerned officials of the Education 
Department and PWD” who were involved in the alleged 
bungling to the tune of nearly Rs 1300 crore. 

It has also recommended forwarding its findings along 
with the replies of Public Works Department (PWD) and 
the Education Department to the Central Vigilance Com-
mission (CVC) for consideration. 

The CVC, in a report dated 17 February 2020, highlight-
ed irregularities in the construction of additional class-
rooms in different schools of the Delhi Government by the 
Public Works Department (PWD). 

The CVC, in February 2020, had sent the report to the 
DoV seeking its comments on the matter but the AAP gov-
ernment did not pursue the matter for two-and-half years 
until Lieutenant Governor V.K. Saxena, directed the Chief 
Secretary to inquire into the delay in August this year, and 
submit a report in this regard. 

“Apart from several procedural lapses and violation of 
rules and manuals to tamper with the tender process, the 
DoV, in its report, has specifically underlined the role of 
private persons viz. ‘M/s Babbar and Babbar Associates’, 
who, without being appointed as a consultant, not only 
attended a crucial meeting held on 21 June 2016, in the 
chamber of the then PWD Minister but also influenced 
the Minister for post-tender changes done in the work con-
tracts in the name of “richer specifications” that resulted 
into additional financial implications of Rs 205.45 crore, 
the report said. 

“Extra constitutional agencies/persons (like M/s Babbar 
& Babbar Associates) were running the administration 
and dictating the terms and conditions to the officers and 
the entire administration both at policy level as well as the 
execution level were implementing such directions of a 
private person in a place like National Capital of the Coun-
try, which is not only against TBR, 1993 and other rules, 
regulations and guidelines, besides being a serious threat 
to securities aspect. This kind of approach will lead to ad-
ministrative anarchy and chaos,” the report further reads. 

In April, 2015, Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal directed 

the construction of additional classrooms in Delhi govern-
ment schools. The PWD was entrusted the task of con-
structing 2405 classrooms in 193 schools. It carried out a 
survey to find out the requirement of the classrooms and 
based on the survey, projected a total requirement of 7180 
equivalent classrooms (ECR) in 194 schools, almost three 
times the requirement of 2405 classrooms. 

CVC received a complaint on 25 August 2019, regarding 
irregularities and cost overrun in the construction of class-
rooms. The construction cost escalated by upto 90 per 
cent in the name of “richer specifications” without calling 
tender. The Delhi Government sanctioned cost escalation 
of Rs 500 crore without tender. Blatant violation of GFR, 
CPWD Works Manual and poor quality of construction 
and incomplete work. 

According to the findings of the CVC investiga-
tion report, tenders were floated for the works 
originally proposed and approved, but later on, 
awarded contract value varied from 17 per cent to 
90 per cent on account of “richer specifications”. 
The cost escalated to the extent of Rs.326.25 crore, which is 
53% higher than the awarded amount of tender. 

“In 194 schools, 1214 toilets were constructed against the 
requirement of 160 toilets with extra expenditure of Rs 37 
crore. Toilets were counted and projected as classrooms 
by Delhi Government. Only 4027 classrooms were con-
structed in 141 schools. 

The sanctioned amount for these projects was Rs.989.26 
crore and the award value of all tenders was Rs 860.63 
crore, but the actual expenditure went upto Rs 1315.57 
crore. No fresh tender was called but carrying out the ad-
ditional work. A number of works were left incomplete. 
Gross violation of GFR, CPWD Works Manual and CVC 
Guidelines,” it said. 

aap, bjp war of wordS over delhi 
leader’S death 
uncalled for. 

AAP’s trade wing secretary Bhardwaj was found dead 
at his Rajouri Garden residence on Thursday, police said.

Earlier, BJP’s Manaj Tiwari said: “I believe it is not sui-
cide but murder. Sandeep Bhardwaj was assured ticket. 
Evidence doesn’t make it look like suicide. It’s also coming 
to the knowledge that a ticket for that seat was sold. Abet-
ting suicide is also like murder. AAP chief and leadership 
have committed sin,” said Tiwari. 

This obviously angered AAP. Sisodia said it was wrong 
to allege the AAP leader took his life as he was denied a 
party ticket to contest the upcoming MCD polls. 

Addressing a press conference here, Sisodia said, “This is 
very sad. Sandeep ji was close to me too. He used to play a 
very important role in the trade wing. You cannot connect 
the death with ticket, it’s wrong.”

delhi police oppoSe umar khalid’S 
bail, SayS ‘cauSe unreSt in Society’
 behalf. Khalid is an accused in the Delhi riots larger con-
spiracy case under UAPA. Umar Khalid has sought a two-
week interim bail for his sister’s wedding on 28 December. 

Delhi police on Friday filed a status report on the interim 
bail plea of Umar Khalid in the court of Additional Ses-
sions Judge Amitabh Rawat. 

The court will hear the matter further on 29 November. 
The fact of the wedding has been verified by the police. 
The report filed by the Delhi police has strongly opposed 
the grant of interim bail despite the verification of the fact 
of his sister’s marriage. 

Police have said that the allegations against the accused 

are serious. He may spread misinformation during the pe-
riod of interim bail by using social media which cannot be 
prevented and is likely to cause unrest in society. He also 
may influence the witness, said Delhi Police. 

It is also stated that the regular bail plea was dismissed 
by this court. Later in, the appeal against the order was 
also dismissed by the division bench of the Delhi High 
court. 

Delhi Police have said that the mother of Umar Khalid 
runs a boutique and his father is head of Welfare Party of 
India. They are capable of making arrangements for the 
marriage of his sister. 

Umar Khalid is an accused in a case related to the alleged 
larger conspiracy of the Delhi riots of February 2020. In 
the riots that occurred in North East Delhi, 53 people died 
and around 700 were injured. 

nia joinS aiimS Server  
breakdown probe
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) officials are already probing the incident.
Sources said internet services at the AIIMS will remain 
blocked on the advice of the investigating teams. 

On Thursday, the AIIMS issued a fresh set of Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOP) which says admission, dis-
charge and transfer of patients will be done manually at 
the hospital till the e-Hospital is down. 

“Latest SOPs have to be followed in manual mode till e-
Hospital is down. Admissions, discharges and transfers 
are to be done manually at AIIMS, New Delhi. Indent to be 
done manually,” the hospital said in a statement. 

It further said that death or birth certificates are to be 
made manually on forms, as per instructions from the 
working committee. “Only urgent samples to be sent and 
that too, with filled forms. Only urgent investigations are 
to be sent with forms, as per instruction from the working 
committee,” it added. 

On Wednesday, the AIIMS had reported a failure in its 
server. “The server has been down, and the officials have 
been manually managing the OPD and sample collection,” 
the hospital said in an earlier statement. 

The AIIMS said it was taking measures to restore the 
digital services and seeking support from Indian Comput-
er Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) and the National 
Informatics Centre (NIC). “The server for National Infor-
matics Centre’s e-Hospital being used at AIIMS, New Del-
hi was down due to which outpatient and inpatient digital 
hospital services including, smart lab, billing, report gen-
eration, appointment system etc., have been affected. All 
these services are running on manual mode currently,” the 
hospital had said.

 

‘aaftab’S polygraph teSt could not be 
held on friday’
Meanwhile, the Delhi police later in the evening said that 
polygraph test of Aaftab Amin Poonawalla could not be 
conducted. Sources had earlier claimed that the team of 
FSL, Rohini will soon hand over the report of the test to 
the Delhi Police. 

Sources  a lso  said  Delhi  Pol ice  sent  a  re-
quest letter to FSL to get a narco test of Aaftab. 
“Polygraph test of Aftaab is underway. He is being ques-
tioned by a special team and the procedure is underway. 
The test may be concluded today but it can be extended to 
tomorrow as well,” Sanjeev Gupta, FSL Assistant director 
said on Friday. 

Aaftab is currently in police custody.

SuitcaSe with body partS found in 
haryana, police SuSpectS linkS with 
Shraddha caSe 
 suitcase could be linked with the Shraddha murder case. 

The body parts (including torso) found in the suitcase ap-
pears to be months old, and it is not clear if they were of a 
man or woman, said sources.

They said that the body remains have been sent for post-
mortem examination, and things will become clear once the 
post-mortem report is received. “Faridabad police officials 
have also said that they will keep samples aside, in case Delhi 
police would want to go for a DNA test,” official sources said. 

Aaftab, accused in the macabre Shraddha murder case, is 
currently in police custody and is undergoing Perceptual 
Ability Test (PAT) - a psychological analysis test.

Sc junkS nia plea againSt bail  
to anand teltumbde
the apex court challenging the bail granted by the Bombay 
High Court order to Teltumbde. 

While the HC granted bail to 73-year-old Teltumbde on 
November 18, it stayed its order for a week so that the NIA, 
the prosecuting agency in the case, could approach the Su-
preme Court.  

The high court, while granting bail to Teltumbde, made a 
prima facie observation that there was no evidence for the 
offence of terrorist activity against him.  During the hearing 
on Friday, the SC bench asked Additional Solicitor General 
(ASG) Aishwarya Bhat, who was appearing for NIA, “What 
is the specific role of bringing UAP(A) sections into action? 
The IIT Madras event you alleged is for Dalit mobilisation. Is 
Dalit mobilisation a preparatory act to proscribed activity?” 

ASG Bhati cited several documents revealing Teltumbde’s 
“deep involvement” with the banned Communist Party of 
India (Maoist). 

The prosecution’s case is that provocative and inflamma-
tory speeches were made at the event that was allegedly 
backed by the CPI (Maoist), which later led to violence at 
Koregaon Bhima village near Pune in 2018. 

Teltumbde surrendered before the NIA office in Mum-
bai on April 14, 2020, after the Supreme Court denied 
him any relief. He is now lodged at the Taloja Central jail. 
Teltumbde, an Indian Institute of Management (IIM) gradu-
ate who taught at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), 
was booked in the case for his alleged links to the banned 
CPI (Maoists). 

He has been charged with several sections of the Indian 
Penal Code and the UAPA. 

puniShment for raping a minor girl 
in bihar: 5 Sit-upS 
do sit-ups 5 times as a punishment for the alleged rape. 
According to a statement issued by the local police, “A village 
panchayat was called and the matter settled after the youth 
accused of raping a minor girl was made to do five sit-ups.” 

“A video purportedly showing the youth doing sit-ups 
went viral on social media,” said an officer of the local po-
lice station. 

The viral video of the panchayat alledgedly settling the 
rape case by way of a light punishment for the accused drew 
outrage from netizens.

“On the basis of the viral video, an FIR was registered on 
the order of the Nawada SP,” the officer added. 

The SHO of the local police station told news agency, “An 
FIR has been registered in the case and all angles are being 
looked into as part of the ongoing investigation.” 
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NEW DELHI: Legally Speaking is a 
one-of-a-kind digital news platform 
where you can get the latest news, 
the finest editorials, and detailed 
evaluations on legal policies and 
law. Legally Speaking has emerged 
as one of the most coveted legal seg-
ments across various media plat-
forms.

The aim and objective of Legally 
Speaking are to provide the best in 
legal editorials, law reports, legal 
policy news, and news related to 
law firms, and the latest judicial up-
dates. It continues to lead by provid-
ing the most detailed laws and legal 
information.

The purpose of this conclave is 
to provide the best legal editorial 
law reports, legal policy updates, 
law firm news, and the most recent 
court updates.

Legally Speaking is the first news 
show in history to interview a sit-
ting Supreme Court Judge, Justice 
Arjan Kumar Sikri. It is the first 
television broadcast to include three 
serving US Supreme Court Justices 
(Justices Matthew F. Cooper, Tod 
Eddins, and Sabrina Mc Kenna)

The show also won the ENBA 
Award for Best Show in the Legal 
Category (Gold Award).

Legally Speaking with Tarun Nan-
gia airs every Saturday at 10:30 p.m. 
on the NewsX YouTube channel. 
The show is also available on OTT 
platforms such as Zee5, Shemaroo, 
Dailyhunt, JioTv, Watcho, and Air-
tel Stream.
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1st law and constitution dialogue 

iTV Network on 25 Novem-
ber, inaugurated the Legally 
Speaking Lecture Series on 
Constitution Day. The series 
was inaugurated by Justice 
Surya Kant on Friday.

The conclave’s objective 
is to invite thought leaders, 
eminent judges, intellectu-
als, and parliamentarians 
to talk about Constitution 
Day, which is celebrated on 
November 26th.

The inaugural commenced 
with the lighting up of the 
lamp by Rajya Sabha MP 
Kartikeya Sharma and Jus-
tice Surya Kant.

Speaking at the lecture 
series, Justice Surya Kant 
said, “I was asked to speak 
on the Constitution’s moral-
ity and also on the law and 
media, so I will begin with 
my point of view on con-
stitutional morality. It is a 
concept that, while difficult 
to define at times, has been 
heard and invoked on sev-
eral occasions in a series of 
important constitutional in-
terpretation decisions. The 
first citation of this concept 
predates our time by nearly 
fifty years, when justices 
A.N. Ray and Jagan Mohan 
Reddy first floated the notion 
of constitutional morality in 
one of the most celebrated 
adjudications, the Kesava-
nanda Bharti case. The thirst 
for constitutional morality in 
Kesavananda Bharti appears 
to be expressed in terms of 
adherence to democratic 
values.”

“As we know, the constitu-
tion is the foremost docu-
ment that seeks and works to 
uphold democracy, the rule 
of law, and the fundamen-
tal rights of the citizen. The 
importance of constitutional 
morality was also repeatedly 
mentioned in NCT Delhi vs. 
Union of India, where differ-
ent opinions were offered by 
different judges, referring to 
constitutional morality as a 
check upon the state func-
tionaries and the citizens. 
The general idea of consti-
tutional morality that has 
emerged over time is one 
that seeks to uphold values 
that are claimed to be upheld 
in our constitution. While 
these values may be traced 
to Part 3 of the Constitution, 
it appears that there could 
be other sources from which 

the Constitution’s moral-
ity is derived. Undoubtedly, 
in the speech of Baba Sahib 
Ambedkar, he mentioned 
that part of constitutional 
morality is forward-looking; 
it seeks to transform Indian 
society into a state and insti-
tutions that are committed to 
democratic ideas and goals,” 
he added.

 “We are driven by self-suf-
ficiency, traditional values, 
and progressive values can’t 
be in conflict,” he added.

He said, “The media is un-
der a responsibility to report 
the truth and ensure that it 
adheres to the highest ten-
ants of good faith, integrity, 
and propriety. The state of 
legal reporting itself has 
grown by leaps and bounds, 
starting from the Indian 
Law Reports Act, 1875, to 
the present date. With nu-
merous databases and legal 
news websites, our ability to 
convey the specifics of law 
has remarkably improved.” 
“ It is way to keep track of 
what is happening to the 
Lower Courts at times im-
portant legal ailments that 
have an impact, through 
reporting websites only, the 

pending cases are discovered 
now please I have tried to say 
that there is a reason as I un-
derstand is a form of art any-
thing that tears our senses is 
heart mind and soul can be 
defined as art and so to an 
extent journalism can also 
be considered as an art form 
some may not fully agree 
with the notion of the basis 
that all what the journalist 
does is to deliver the facts 
however herein lies the key 
the way what delivers the 
fact makes the difference. 
The media is a way to keep 
track of what is happening in 
the Supreme Court and the 
lower courts,” he added.

He further added, “Let’s 
remember that time when 
India was emerging from 
colonialism and marching 
towards becoming a fully 
functional democratic state. 
The constitution was there-
fore meant to act as a stimu-
lant to propel the country 
forward in its search for 
the appropriate balance be-
tween its many conflicting 
obligations. The key point 
that must be reconsidered 
is that once a nation has 
achieved such a goal that it 

no longer requires transfor-
mative forward-looking poli-
cy, it appears that a visionary 
like Baba Sahib Ambedkar 
never intended to stop and 
be satisfied once the goal of 
democratization of society 
was attained. A country 
must constantly transform 
and rework to adapt to the 
changing world. Social and 
economic concepts and ideas 
regarding what constitutes a 
healthy and pluralistic soci-
ety will perpetually change 
as time goes on. One com-
ponent of constitutional 
morality is the progress and 
betterment of society. How-
ever, here is where I draw a 
small but crucial distinction: 
constitutional morality, even 
if we move forward and seek 
the members of society who 
have unfortunately been 
down for decades, cannot 
remain diverse from the so-
ciety which it seeks to rep-
resent. A constitutional can 
only be aspirational. It can-
not be obvious to the reali-
ties of the world. But what I 
wish to say is that the consti-
tution acts as a medium for 
the betterment of the people 
and helps people pursue the 
goal that we have laid down 
for them.”

Justice Surya Kant eluci-
dated ‘Law and media are 
part of the same mosaic and 
are fundamental to a healthy 
society.’

The purpose of this con-
clave is to provide the best 
legal editorial law reports, le-
gal policy updates, law firm 
news, and the most recent 
court updates.

constitution foremost document to 
uphold democracy: Justice surya Kant

media responsible for neutral court 
reporting: mp KartiKeya sharma

Legally Speaking 
website launched

morality neutral stance
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Justice Surya Kant addresing the 1st Law and Constitution Dialogue.

Justice Surya Kant and MP Kartikeya Sharma inaugurating the programme. Justice Surya Kant and MP Kartikeya Sharma having a discussion during the programme. 

MP Kartikeya Sharma

Member of Parliament Kartikeya 
Sharma at the 1st Law & Constitution 
Dialogue, presented by iTV Network’s 
Legally Speaking, said that the topic 
of Law and Media reminds him of the 
bounden responsibility that the media 
has to report on courts in a neutral man-
ner.

He said, “We started Legally Speak-
ing six years ago with a television pro-
gramme, which has now spawned into 
an entire legal community comprising of 
Legal Shows, Mobile App, Online Radio, 
Website and sections in the newspapers 
The Daily Guardian and The Sunday 
Guardian.”

He added, “iTV Group is the only 
mainstream news media group in the 
country which has taken initiative to 
cover legal issues, judgments, in depth. 
Eminent jurists, judges from India and 
United States of America, Law Officers, 
Queens Counsel’s from United Kingdom 
have appeared on the network regu-
larly over the past 6 years since Legally 

Speaking started.”
Talking about the launch of Legally 

Speaking, “As an extension to this plat-
form, starting today (Friday) we have 
launched the Law and Constitution 

dialogue.”
Introducing the Chief Guest to the au-

dience, Kartikeya Sharma said, “Justice 
Surya Kant was born in 1962 in Hisar 
district in Haryana. He stood first class 
first in law from Kurukshetra Univer-
sity and started his law practice in Hisar 
district court of Haryana in 1984, and 
later shifted to Punjab and Haryana 
High Court in the year 1985.” 

“He represented many universities, 
boards, corporations, banks and gov-
ernment bodies in the High Court. He 
was appointed as the youngest advocate 
general of Haryana on July 7, 2000 
and was designated s senior advocate 
in March 2001. Justice Suryakant held 
this office till his elevation as permanent 
Judge of Punjab and Haryana High 
Court on January 9, 2004. He was also 
nominated as a member of National 
Legal Services Authority in February 
2007 for two terms. In October 2018, 
he took as Chief Justice of Himachal 
Pradesh High Court and was shortly 
after elevated to Supreme Court of In-
dia in May 2019,” Kartikeya Sharma 
concluded. 

to invite thought lead-
ers, eminent judges, intellec-
tuals, and parliamentarians 
to talk about law and Consti-

tution. 
While speaking on the ‘Legally 

Speaking’, Kartikeya Sharma in a pre-
recorded video explained the idea be-
hind “legally speaking”. He said, “One 
country one constitution one flag, that 
is the core for democracy and the legal 
community is the core of the core. We 
are here to build a community, in the 
mainstream media for you, a platform 
for jurists, with jurists and by jurists.”  

He further urged to get connected 
with the iTV›s ‘Legally Speaking’ plat-
form and make this a serious platform 
for go to news and conversations. 

While discussing the Legally Speak-
ing, Kartikeya Sharma shared the 
progress and consistency of the idea. 
«One hundred episodes of legally 
speaking have already been aired on 
NewsX, we are only prime time news 
show dedicated to the legal communi-
ty. More than 100 dedicated columns 
have been published in the Sunday 
Guardian, more than thousand dedi-
cated columns published in the Daily 
Guardian and now presenting a dedi-
cated website and an application»

The MP further added, «The topic 
of law and media reminds me of the 
responsibility that the media has to re-
port in a neutral manner. Keeping this 
fact in mind we started legally speak-
ing 6 years ago a television programme 

which is now spawned into entirely 
legal community, comprising of legal 
show, mobile app, online radio, website 
and sections of the newspaper the Sun-
day Guardian and the Daily Guardian. 
ITV group is the only mainstream me-
dia company which has taken an initia-
tive to cover legal issues, judgements, 
eminent jurists, judges from India and 
Noted states of America, law officers, 
have appeared on the network repeat-
edly over the past 6 years since legally 
speaking was started.»

Subsequently, Justice Kant spoke on 
the topic of constitutional morality and 
law and media. 

He said, «Constitutional morality 
as a concept may slightly be difficult 
to define at the best of times, we have 
heard it in several occasions in a series 
of judgments of great importance for 
the interpretation of the constitution.”  
The first citation of this concept pre-
dates almost by 50 years when Justice 
A.N. Roy and Justice Jaggan Mohan 
Reddy stipulated first notion in the 
constitutional morality in the most cel-
ebrated adjudications in Anand Bharti 
case. 

He further added, «The thrust of the 
notion of the constitutional morality in 
case of Anand Bharti appears in terms 
of adherence to democratic values. As 
we know the constitution is the fore-
most document that seeks and works 
to uphold democracy, the rule of law 
and the fundamental rights of the citi-
zens.»

itV networK launches first ‘law 
and constitution dialogue’ 

building a community 

“As we know, the constitution is the 
foremost document that seeks and 
works to uphold democracy, the rule of 
law, and the fundamental rights of the 
citizen. The importance of constitutional 
morality was also repeatedly mentioned 
in NCT Delhi vs. Union of India.”



Just before India’s inde-
pendence, the Congress 
party in 1939 faced its 

first biggest crisis. Subhas 
Chandra Bose was elected 
as President of Indian Na-
tional Congress during the 
party’s session in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Tripuri. Bose had 
won the elections by secur-
ing 1580 votes defeating Dr 
Pattabhi Sitaramayya who 
managed 1377 votes. The 
defeat of Sitaramayya who 
Gandhi proposed, came as 
a major blow to Gandhi. He 
was not in favour of making 
Bose the President of the 
grand old party.

Gandhi’s 
dictatorial Grip
In a dramatic and history 
changing statement Gandhi 
said, “I am glad of his (Sub-
has’s) victory....and since I 
was instrumental in induc-
ing Dr Pattabhi not to with-
draw his name after Mau-
lana Azad Sahib done so, 
the defeat is more mine than 
his....”, Gandhi declared 
that Sitaramaiyya’s loss was 
his own loss. This created 
unrest in the rank and file of 
the Congress. The Gandhi 
loyalists got to work almost 
immediately blocking the 
newly-appointed President 
Subhas Chandra Bose at ev-
ery step.

In Tripuri Congress, a 
resolution was brought in 
by Govind Ballabh Pant, 
supported by 160 signato-
ries stating “The committee 
declares its firm adherence to 
the fundamental policies of the 
Congress which have governed 
its programme in the past years 
under the guidance of Mahat-
ma Gandhi and is definitely of 
the opinion that there should be 
no break in these policies and 

they should continue to govern 
the Congress policies in future. 

This resolution supported 
by so many diluted the pow-
ers of Subhas Chandra Bose 
stifling his leadership and 
shrinking his scope of im-
pact considerably. Stifled and 
crippled as President, Subhas 
Bose resigned later that year.

In a heart rending letter On 
28 March 1939, Bose wrote to 
Nehru, “I may tell you that since 
the Presidential election, you have 
done more to lower me in the esti-
mation of the public than all the 
twelve ex-members of the Working 
Committee put together”.

In one of his writings, Dr  
Pattabhi Sitaramayya high-
lighted the difference between 
Gandhi and Bose - “With Gan-
dhi Means are Ends. With Subhas 
Ends are Means. They were two 
polar opposites. Gandhi is moved 
by instincts. Subhas was guided 
by reason.”

This Tripuri split shows 
Subhas Chandra Bose’s 
struggle attempting to gain 
control of the party. It also 
highlights the highly person-
alized high-command struc-
ture of the party. It exposes the 
dictatorial grip Gandhi held 
over Congress. It’s clear that 
tenets of democracy were 
never followed.

Gandhi wielded power then 
and the now it’s the Gandhis 
…

costly Mistakes 
of conteMporary 
conGress 
Among many leadership 

flaws of Congress, some need 
a special mention. Sachin 
Pilot who was considered 
as the architect of Congress 
victory in Rajasthan was 
sidelined and Ashok Gehlot 
was made the Chief Minister. 
This step has an uncanny re-
semblance to how Himanta 
Biswa Sharma was ignored 
and Tarun Gogoi was coro-
nated in Assam – that mis-
take proved very costly. The 
whole of northeast India 
turned towards BJP.  In Pun-
jab too the Gandhis made a 
similar mistake. They picked 
up Navjot Singh Sidhu as the 
state Congress president de-
spite his rivalry with chief 
minister Amarinder Singh. 
This lead to a similar crisis, 
and Charanjit Singh Channi 
had to be appointed as the 
new CM. Ignoring Jyotira-
ditya Scindia and moving 
him to the periphery was a 
great mistake. He along with 
a group of 22 MLAs of Con-
gress joined BJP!

Why Bharat Jodo?
Ignoring the most press-
ing call of uniting his party, 
Rahul Gandhi set out on his 
controversial Bharat Jodo 
Yatra. The not so young sci-
on of the party is embracing 
controversies at every step. 
His speech on the alleged 
allegiance of Veer Savarkar 
with the British roused an-
ger amongst many patriots 
of the country making it a 
very controversial topic to 
take up during his yatra. It 

managed to anger Shiva Sena 
too, with Uddhav Thackery 
openly supporting Veer Sa-
varkar’s commitment to the 
nation. Walking with Medha 
Patkar was perhaps Rahul 
Gandhi’s biggest mistake. 
Entire Gujarat knows that it 
was this activist who stopped 
development of Gujarat for 
a few decades with her Nar-
mada Bachao Andolan. Hav-
ing invited the ire of Gujarat, 
including the Prime Minister 
for choosing her as a walk-
ing partner, Rahul has the 
toughest stretch ahead - in 
Rajasthan where Gujjars 
vowed to ensure he doesn’t 
step in and both Sachin and 
Gehlot making their own 
divergent plans in the State.

Though not very signifi-
cant, some small issues like 
Punjab by-election cam-
paign being boycotted by 
Kumari Selja and Surjewa-
la, insecurity about Kamal 
Nath not continuing in the 
party, keeping a watch on 
the 16 Congress MLAs who 
had cross-voted in favour of 
NDA presidential candidate 
Droupadi Murmu, to Marri 
Shashidhar Reddy joining 
BJP can prove to be thorny 
and painful in future.

Rahul’s yatra was meant to 
send a message of harmony, 
unity and compassion. One 
wonders how that is going 
to be achieved with so much 
mayhem going on inside the 
party. How can Bharat Jodo 
Yatra revive and transform 
the party’s form – with splits 

& cracks in its fragile frame? 
Over a century all it showed 
to the world is a culture 
punctuated by insecurities, 
intra party competition and 
vulnerabilities. 

Its not inappropriate to 
mention the Surat Split 
here…

surat split
The Indian National Con-
gress split into two groups - 
the Moderates and Radicals 
at the Surat session in 1907. 
The Moderates and the Radi-
cals patched up their differ-
ences for a year, but in 1907 
the two groups permanently 
split up. When they met for 
their annual session, they 
shouted, threw chairs and 
shoes at each other. The 
world is a witness to the frag-
ile organizational structure 
of Congress. Fractures ev-
erywhere-- some hair line, 
some beyond repair and 
some leading to amputa-
tion. The story of the grand 
old party.

Mall ikarjun Kharge, 
among other things, has to 
bring back the G-23 mem-
bers into the party fold. If 
his leadership is going to be 
judged on uniting the party, 
it may well remember ‘A kiss 
under the mistletoe cannot 
heal century old fractures’.

Karuna Gopal Vartakavi is the 
president, Foundation for Fu-
turistic Cities and also BJP Na-
tional Incharge, Women Policies 
& Research

Rahul’s yatra: Too little, too 
late for a fragile Congress 
For ages, the world has been a witness to the fragile organizational structure of 
Congress. Fractures everywhere--some hair line, some beyond repair and some 
leading to amputation. The story of the grand old party remains the same.

Mid-terM elections in U.s.

PArt 2 

An important meeting has been convened at the 
Akal Takht on Saturday to provide greater clarity to 
Sikh devotees over the dates of both Guru Gobind 
Singh ji’s Prakash utsav and the day of sacrifice of 
his brave Sahibzadas. As of now the dates of these 
two very significant events which have extremely 
important religious dimensions are virtually clash-
ing thereby furnishing very little time to observe 
them as per the tradition and practice. Several im-
portant Sikh leaders have urged the Akal Takht 
Jathedar, Harpreet Singh to fix the dates in such 
a manner that the observance is done as to allow 
the devotees to express their gratitude to the young 
Sikh icons and the tenth Guru. Although the Sikh 
Jathedars are likely 
to discuss the issue 
at length and arrive 
at an amicable solu-
tion, it is simultane-
ously being pointed 
out that the Akal 
Takht Jathedar was 
within his rights to 
declare the dates 
on his own accord 
since his word had 
overriding powers. 
The 50-year-old 
Jathedar Harpreet 
Singh is considered 

close to the Shiromani Akali Dal Chief, Sukhbir 
Singh Badal, and his assertion would certainly 
give a boost to the Akali leader who during the 
recent elections of the Sikh Gurdwara Prabandak 
Committee was able to get his nominee, Harjinder 
Singh Dhami re-elected as the president, defeat-
ing three times past president, Bibi Jagir Kaur. The 
entire Sikh community, both in India and abroad 
have been seeking directions from the Akal Takht 
on how to resolve the matter of the clash of dates. 
Therefore, once Jathedar Harpreet Singh gives his 
opinion, it shall be binding on everyone else and 
would help Sukhbir to consolidate his position 
amongst the Panthic followers. Former Delhi Sikh 
Gurdwara Prabandak Committee president, Pa-
ramjit Singh Sarna has said that even though the 
top Sikh religious leadership was meeting, the Akal 
Takht Chief was the one who should take the lead. 
In the past on crucial Sikh issues, the Akal Takht 
Jathedar has given his directions to the Sikhs. In 
1978 when the Sikh-Nirankari clashes took place, 
a Humamnama prepared by Mr Kapoor Singh, 
former ICS was considered and issued by the 
then then Akal Takht Chief, Sadhu Singh Bhura. 
In 2007 when the matter regarding Guru Nanak 
Dev’s Prakash Utsav cropped up, the Akal Takht 
Boss, Giani Gurbachan Singh gave his verdict. 
Therefore, once Jathedar Harpreet Singh conveys 
to the Sikhs, and permanently fixes some dates, 
they shall be honoured totally. Such a clash of dates 
could occur again in coming years and fixing the 
dates would help the devotees to observe their reli-
gious practices in the traditional manner. Sikh poli-
tics is very complex and another issue that is being 
discussed amongst the leaders of the community is 
that why has the Centre or the State governments in 
Delhi and Punjab, not taken any decision regarding 
ten prisoners who have been languishing in jails for 
nearly 30 years despite having completed their sen-
tences. If the Killers of Rajiv Gandhi could be freed, 
why is the attitude discriminatory against these ten 
men, it is being asked. The ten convicts who include 
Devendra Pal Singh Bhullar, were charged with 
murder and various other serious offences which 
in some cases pertained to sedition and treason. 
Paramjit Singh Sarna has already made a public 
announcement that the Sikhs of Delhi would sup-
port any party that shall facilitate the release of 
these ten men. However, Saturday’s decision of the 
Akal Takht is eagerly awaited to prevent the clash 
of dates of the celebrations now as also in future. 

Pankaj Vohra

perspective
Sikh politicS 

AkAl tAkht 
JAthedArs Meet to 
cleAr confUsion 
over crUciAl dAtes

Usually in a democratic sys-
tem, every ruling party suf-
fers from the incumbency 
factor in mid-term elections 
it faces. However, in Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s case the re-
cent results suggested that 
added to the incumbency, 
voters also punished him 
for the steepest inflation in 
40 years.

The silver lining for the 
Democrats was the defeat at 
a much lower level as antici-
pated earlier. The results also 
suggested that voters voted 
against Republican efforts 
to ban abortion and to cast 
doubt on the nation’s vote-
counting process.

MovinG ahead
President Biden had framed 
the election as a test of U.S. 
democracy at a time when 
hundreds of Republican 
candidates embraced former 
President Donald Trump’s 
false claims that the 2020 
presidential election was 
stolen.

The slim majority in the 
House would allow Repub-
licans to impair the rest of 
Biden’s term, blocking prior-
ities such as abortion rights 
and launching investigations 
into his administration and 
family.

President Biden, acknowl-
edging the reality has said 
he is prepared to work with 
Republicans. He spoke with 
Republican House leader 
Kevin McCarthy, who has 
announced his intention to 
run for Speaker of the House 
if Republicans control the 
chamber. Biden said that 
the American people have 
made clear, that they expect 
Republicans to be prepared 
to work with me as well. 

As the next House speak-
er, McCarthy may find it 
perplexing to hold the testy 
Republican caucus, with 
a hard-right wing that has 
little interest in compromise. 
Republicans may demand 
spending cuts in exchange 
for raising the nation’s bor-
rowing limit next year, a 
showdown that could spook 
financial markets.

Democrats have been able 
to retain control of the Sen-
ate, thus giving a breather to 
the Biden Administration. 
A number of “election de-
niers” - those who supported 
Trump’s false claim that the 
2020 presidential election 
was stolen from him - won 
on Tuesday but many who 
sought positions to oversee 

elections at the state level 
were defeated.

Model of aMerican 
diversity
A significant number of 
Muslims, including many 
Arab Americans, had a 
much stronger presence in 
the midterms. 145 Muslim 
Americans competed in 
election contests throughout 
the U.S. and a record 89 have 
won. Currently 29 American 
Muslims serve as state legis-
lators in 18 states. Five Arab 
Americans have been elected 
to the nation’s highest legis-
lative office, as US senators. 
Six Arab and Middle East 
Americans continue to serve 
in the US House of Represen-
tatives:

As from an Indian angle, a 
record five Indian-American 
lawmakers from the ruling 
Democrat Party, including 
Raja Krishnamoorthi, Ro 
Khanna, Pramila Jayapal, 
Shri Thanedar and Ami Bera 
were elected to the House of 
Representatives, while sev-
eral others were elected in 
state legislatures, in one of 
the most polarised midterm 
elections in the country.

Indian-Americans who 
have made it to various 
state legislatures include 
Arvind Venkat, Tarik Khan 
in Pennsylvania; Salman 
Bhojani and Suleman Lal-
ani in Texas; Sam Singh and 
Ranjeev Puri in Michigan, 
Nabeela Syed, Megan Srini-

vas and Kavin Olickal in 
Illinois, Nabliah Islam and 
Farooq Mughal in Georgia; 
Kumar Bharve in Mary-
land, and Anita Samani in 
Ohio. Nabeela syed became 
the youngest ever member 
of any state legislature, by 
winning a seat for Illinois’s 
General Assembly.

Surprisingly, prior to the 
elections, both the Demo-
crats and the Republicans 
reached out to the Indian 
Americans in a big way. This 
was due to the fact that they 
were seen as a deciding fac-
tor in many key constituen-
cies.

iMpact on ties 
With india, china, 
ukraine and iran
India stands at no risk with 
the changed Congress. U.S.-
India bi-lateral ties have 
wide bipartisan support 
among both Democrats and 
Republicans alike. For the 
moment, New Delhi can rest 
easy no matter who is in at 
the helm. 

An aggressive American 
policy on China was shaped 
during the Trump-era, 
focusing more on the eco-
nomic side of the relations. 
President Biden has kept in 
place most of the measures 
initiated by Trump, and 
taken a more sweeping ap-
proach to confront China. 
This includes human rights, 
industrial policy, democra-
cy-versus-autocracy debate, 

and supportive declarations 
for Taiwan.  But overall 
the optics may include Re-
publicans trying to be seen 
as pushing back on China 
across the board. 

As far as Ukraine is con-
cerned, the White House 
has showed an unwaver-
ing support for Ukraine, 
but Republicans’ control of 
Congress could complicate 
matters for Ukraine. Dif-
ferent camps within the Re-
publicans could influence 
this. Future Speaker Mc-
Carthy had said last month 
that Republicans will not 
write a “blank check” for 
Ukraine if they win back the 
majority. McCarthy’s com-
ments are reflective of his 
party’s growing scepticism 
about financial support for 
Kyiv as a growing number 
of Republicans, particularly 
those aligned with Trump’s 
“America First” approach, 
question the need for fed-
eral spending abroad at a 
time of record-high inflation 
at home.

Meanwhile, Republican 
control of Congress could 
prove the death knell for the 
revival of nuclear talks with 
Iran, which the Biden ad-
ministration has been des-
perately trying to restore.  
President Biden has been 
criticised by many Repub-
licans for not doing more 
to support protesters who 
have been demonstrating for 
weeks against the country’s 

clerical regime.  
Using a legislation passed 

in 2015, the Republicans in 
the House and Senate can 
vote to express disapproval 
of a nuclear agreement with 
Tehran and block the presi-
dent’s power to lift sanctions 
on Iran’s economy previous-
ly imposed by Congress.

The results have also 
shown the maturity of the 
American public, which 
has shown Trump that they 
will not tolerate his vitri-
olic brand of politics, unlike 
some other countries which 
are still under the spell of 
such type of politicians. 

Overall, the coming two 
years doesn’t bode an easy 
time for President Biden. His 
policies – both foreign and 
internal will be challenged 
at every stage. This may re-
sult in the administration 
getting bogged down over 
trivial matters and losing 
perspective to craft a more 
ambitious and proactive ap-
proach on other demanding 
issues at hand. The next two 
years may also prove to be a 
litmus test for the American 
democracy in a changed sce-
nario of power sharing by the 
two political foes.
Asad Mirza is a political com-
mentator based in New Delhi. 
He was also associated with 
BBC Urdu Service and Khaleej 
Times of Dubai.  He writes on 
Indian Muslims, educational, 
international affairs, interfaith 
and current affairs. 

Is American democracy at peril?

The entire Sikh community, 
both in India and abroad 
have been seeking 
directions from the Akal 
Takht on how to resolve the 
matter of the clash of dates. 
Therefore, once Jathedar 
Harpreet Singh gives his 
opinion, it shall be binding 
on everyone else and would 
help Sukhbir to consolidate 
his position amongst 
the Panthic followers.
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The National Com-
pany Law Appellate 
Tribunal (NCLAT) 

in the case Oravel Stays 
Ltd.v. CCI & Ors., Compe-
tition App, the bench com-
prising of Justice Rakesh 
Kumar and Dr. Ashok Ku-
mar Mishra observed and 
has issued a notice in the 
appeal filed by Oravel Stays 
Ltd (“Oyo”) against the or-
der of Competition Com-
mission of India wherein 
a penalty of INR 168.88 
Crores on OYO imposed 
by the CCI.
A notice has been issued 

by NCLAT on the appeal 
filed by OYO which is sub-
ject to the condition of de-
positing 10% of the penalty 
amount and has directed 
that the 10% of the penalty 
amount must be depos-
ited within a period of six 
weeks. A penalty on OYO 
has been imposed by the 
CCI because MMT-Go and 

OYO entered into confi-
dential commercial agree-
ments wherein has agreed 

MMT-Go to give preferen-
tial treatment to OYO on its 
platform, which is leading 

to a denial of market access 
to Treebo and Fab Hotels.

Accordingly, the court 

listed the matter is now 
posted for hearing on 
11.04.2023.

IN COURT

NCLAT: NOTICE ISSUED 
IN APPEAL FILLED BY OYO 
SUBJECT TO DEPOSITING 10% 
OF PENALTY AMOUNT

TDG NETWORK 

The Top Court collegium has approved the 
proposal for elevation of 6 Judicial Officers 
and 2 Advocates as Judges in the Rajasthan 
High Court.
The Supreme Court in its meeting on 23rd 
November, 2022 has given the approval.
Judicial Officers:

1. Shri Rajendra Prakash Soni,
2. Shri Ashok Kumar Jain,
3. Shri Yogendra Kumar Purohit,
4. Shri Bhuwan Goyal,
5. Shri Praveer Bhatnagar, and
6. Shri Ashutosh Kumar. 
Advocates: 
1. Shri Anil Kumar Upman, and
2. Smt. Nupur Bhati.

IN COURT

Supreme Collegium 
Recommended Elevation 
of 6 Judicial Officers and 
2 Advocates As Judges Of 
Rajasthan High Court

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Collegium 
recommended the transfer 
of the following High Court 
judges
Justice V. M. Velumani 
(from the High Court of 
Madras to Calcutta High 
Court)

Justice Battu Devanand 
(from the High Court of 
Andhra Pradesh to Madras 
High Court

Justice D. Ramesh (from 
Andhra Pradesh to the 
High Court of Allahabad)

Just ice  Lal itha  Kan-
neganti (from Telangana 
High Court to High Court 

of Karnataka)
Justice D. Nagarjun (from 

Telangana High Court to 
High Court of Madras)

Justice T. Raja (from Ma-
dras High Court to High 
Court of Rajasthan)

Justice A. Abhishek Red-
dy (From the Telangana 
High Court to Patna High 

Court)
However, the name of the 

Gujarat High Court, Justice 
Nikhil S. Kariel, whose pro-
posed transfer has been ob-
jected by the Gujarat High 
Court Advocates’ Associa-
tion (GHCAA), who in the 
list does not feature.

Further, the name of Jus-

tice A. Abhishek Reddy 
does not appear in the list, 
who is being transferred 
to the Patna High Court. 
Subsequently, the Telan-
gana High Court Bar As-
sociation has been protest-
ing against the proposal 
made by the Collegium of 
Supreme Court to transfer 

him. 
The name of Justice T. 

Raja is also there in the list 
who has been transferred 
to the High Court of Raj-
asthan from Madras High 
Court. Recently, the Ma-
dras High Court Advocates 
Association opposed the 
proposal to transfer him.

IN COURT

Supreme Court Collegium 
Recommended Transfer Of 7 HC Judges

TDG NETWORK 

The Top Court in its meet-
ing held on 23rd November 
has approved the proposal 
for appointment of the fol-
lowing Additional Judges 
as Permanent Judges in the 
Chhattisgarh High Court
1. Justice Narendra Kumar 
Vyas;
2. Justice Naresh Kumar 
Chandravanshi.
Justice Narendra Kumar 
Vyas in the year 1995 ob-
tained his degree in Law 
from Pt. Ravishankar Uni-
versity, Raipur and has 
practised in Session and 
District Court at Raipur, 
Raigarh and Bilaspur, La-
bour and Industrial Courts, 
Raipur, Madhya Pradesh 
High Court at Jabalpur 
and Chhattisgarh High 
Court at Bilaspur. He was 

being appointed as an As-
sistant Solicitor General of 
India in September 2014 
and continued September 
2017. On March 22, 2021, 
he was being elevated as an 
Additional Judge of Chhat-
tisgarh High Court.
Justice Naresh Kumar 
Chandravanshi obtained 
his degree in Law form 
from Dr. Hari Singh Gour 
University, Sagar (M.P.) 
and in July 2020 joined as 
Civil Judge Class-II at Civil 
Court Bilaspur. Thus, he 
served as an Additional 
Registrar (D.E.) of the 
Chhattisgarh High Court 
and thereafter as the Dis-
trict and Sessions judge, 
Surguja at Ambikapur. 
22nd March, 2021, he was 
being elevated as an Addi-
tional Judge of the Chhat-
tisgarh High Court.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT 
COLLEGIUM 
RECOMMENDED 2 
ADDITIONAL JUDGES OF 
CHHATTISGARH HIGH 
COURT TO BE MADE 
PERMANENT

TDG NETWORK 
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INTRODUCTION

Mountain ranges, canyons, 
volcanic peaks, huge abys-
sal plains, etc., yes, you read 
that right are a few of the 
many remarkable features 
that are not only confined to 
the territorial landscape but 
also marks their presence 
under the sea. Of these fea-
tures, the ocean floor or the 
seabed is of special concern 
that incites the interest of 
many nation-states spend-
ing fortunes on its explora-
tion. You may wonder why 
is it so? To answer your 
question let us first under-
stand what constitutes a 
seabed for deep-sea min-
ing. A seabed, means an 
area that is beyond the limit 
of national jurisdiction of 
a coastal state and is gov-
erned by the International 
Seabed Authority (ISA) un-
der UNCLOS, 1982 (United 
Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea) which de-
clared the seabed as a “com-
mon heritage of mankind” 
i.e., to be administered for 
the benefit of all mankind. 
This huge area covers about 
50% of the entire seabed of 
Earth is dotted with a huge 
amount of treasure, ide-
ally lying on the deep-sea 
floor waiting to be explored. 
This treasure found on the 
seabed is nothing else but 
polymetallic nodules or 
manganese nodules which 
are rounded mineral con-
cretions containing various 
valuable minerals such as 
gold, copper, nickel, alu-
minium, lithium and other 
rare earth metals to name 
a few. 
WHAT IS SEABED MIN-
ING? AND HOW DOES 
IT WORK? 

The process of collecting 
submerged minerals and 
commodities from the sea-
bed, whether by dredging 
sand or raising material in 

any other way, is known as 
seabed mining. Although 
there is no formal distinc-
tion between shallow-water 
mining and deep-sea min-
ing (DSM), there is a grow-
ing agreement that DSM 
includes the exploitation 
of minerals from sea beds 
deeper than 500 metres. 
There are three different 
forms of DSM in which in-
dustries and nations seem 
to be interested: Polyme-
tallic nodule mining, cobalt 
crusts (CRC), and depos-
its of seabed massive sul-
phides (SMS), also known 
as Polymetallic Sulphides.
Deep-sea minerals, related 
depths and resources found
Deep-sea minerals Depths 
(in m) Resources found
Polymetallic nodules 
4,000-6,500 Nickel, 
Copper, Cobalt and Manga-
nese
Cobalt rich Ferromanga-
nese crusts (CRC), 800-
2,500 Mainly Cobalt, 
some Vanadium, Molybde-
num, and Platinum 
Seafloor massive sulphides 
(SMS 1,400-3,700 
Copper, Lead, Zinc, some 
Gold and Silver
Though still in the experi-
mental and nascent exploi-
tation phase, DSM stake-
holders plan to involve two 
ways for the extraction of 
these mineral resources. 
The first method consists 
of using large, robotic ma-
chines or even dredging 
techniques to excavate the 
ocean floor in a way that’s 
similar to strip-mining on 
land. The robots exam-
ine the seafloor sucking 
up the materials, which 
are then pumped up to 
the ship which acts as the 
controlling centre. From 
the ship the extracted re-
sources are then loaded 
onto barges and shipped to 
onshore processing facili-
ties while wastewater and 
debris are dumped into 
the ocean, forming large 

sediment clouds under-
water. The second method 
involves using huge deep-
water submarines which 
directly reach the depths of 
the ocean bed, collects re-
sources and proceeds to on-
shore processing facilities, 
this is less hazardous to the 
undersea ecosystem com-
pared to the first technique.

WHY IS SEABED MIN-
ING SEEN AS THE NEW 
RESOURCE FRONTIER? 
The deep-sea floor is home 
to various precious miner-
als and metals hidden in 
underwater ridges, disso-
lutions and sediments. The 
number of minerals that 
occupy the seabed has great 
potential and advantage 
over traditional mining as 
recycling is either impos-
sible or inadequate and the 
existing burden on terres-
trial mines is too large to fill 
a gap in the market. For in-
stance, sea bed mining can 
ensure this safety of sup-
ply, according to research, 
the marine sanctuary can 
alleviate India’s energy cri-
sis by up to 100 years by 
recovering just 10% of the 
minerals scattered on the 
seabed. Another added ad-
vantage of deep-sea mining 
is that there is no need to 
build roads, infrastructure 
or relocate communities, 
assets such as surface ships 
and platforms can be re-
used, Sediments generated 
by underwater mining are 
melted and resettled, and 
unlike land, they do not 
emit carbon, metal grades 
and amounts are frequently 
superior to those found in 
terrestrial ores are the ben-
efits of deep-sea mining 
over territorial mining.
 
THE LEGAL FRAME-
WORK OF THE EXIST-
ING LEGAL SITUATION
The prospect of deep-sea-
bed mining had long been 
acknowledged, and it was 

one of the primary driving 
reasons for the UN Con-
vention on the Law of the 
Sea, which was signed in 
1982. The legal structure 
that governs anthropogenic 
activity on the ocean is in-
fluenced by the distance 
from land. According to the 
1982 UN Convention on the 
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 
a coastal state’s territo-
rial sea extends 12 nautical 
miles (22 kilometres) from 
its shoreline and encom-
passes the air space, the wa-
ter body up to the seabed, 
and the subsoil. Coastal 
states have exclusive rights 
and control over resources 
inside their exclusive eco-
nomic zone of 200 nauti-
cal miles (370 kilometres) 
(EEZ). Beyond the national 
Jurisdiction, the ocean bot-
tom and water above it are 
referred to as “Area”. The 
“Area” is designated by UN-
CLOS as the common heri-
tage of mankind. UNCLOS 
and Mining code which are 
particularly important for 
combating the existing Le-
gal situation.
Furthermore, Part XI of 
UNCLOS, read together 
with the 1994 Implementa-
tion Agreement sets forth 
the guidelines and inter-
national legal framework 
for governing the activities 
related to deep seabed min-
ing and marine scientific 
research in the area beyond 
the national jurisdiction. 
While Article 136 of UN-
CLOS,1982, talks about the 
common heritage of man-
kind which is manifested 
as, all rights over a resource 
of an area vested in man-
kind as a whole, Article 
137 states that no State or 
natural or juridical persons 
can either claim or acquire 
or even exercise any rights 
in connection with the re-
sources present in the Area 
except under Part XI i.e., to 
say without the permission 
of ISA who shall also frame 

the guidelines and rules 
for equitable sharing of 
other economic and finan-
cial benefits derived from 
the area. Furthermore, 
Article 143 talks about ma-
rine scientific research to 
be carried out exclusively 
for peaceful purposes and 
Article 145 states about nec-
essary measures to be un-
dertaken for the protection 
of the marine environment 
from harmful effects which 
may arise from dredging, 
drilling, excavation etc. or 
other mining-related activi-
ties. Part XII of UNCLOS 
which discusses protection 
and preservation of the ma-
rine environment also plays 
a crucial role in governing 
the activities of deep sea-
bed mining with environ-
mental conservation in the 
deep oceans as one of its top 
goals. Another regulation 
approved by ISA in 2000, 
“Regulation on Prospect-
ing and Exploration for 
Polymetallic Nodules in the 
Area” provides a system for 
investigating the seabed for 
polymetallic nodules and it 
states that all parties con-
tracting with the Authority 
for mineral exploration and 
exploitation are bound by 
these regulations whereas 
the “Recommendations for 
Contractor Guidance for 
the Assessment of Possible 
Environmental Impacts 
Arising from Exploration 
for Polymetallic Nodules in 
the Area” approved by the 
Legal and Technical Com-
mission in 2001, dictates 
rules that must be followed 
by all commercial compa-
nies contracting with the 
Authority. 

THE IMPACT OF DEEP-
SEABED MINING ON 
THE BIODIVERSITY 
AND ECOSYSTEMS
Scientific experiments 
have shown that habitats 
affected by commercial 
deep-sea mining have not 

recovered even after 30 
years and remain function-
ally destroyed causing an 
inevitable loss of biodiver-
sity on an unknown scale 
which is alarming. For 
instance, the manganese 
nodule mining operations 
can cause significant dis-
ruption to the underwater 
ecosystem by digging up to 
200-800 square kilome-
tres (77309 square miles) 
each year. This dredging 
not only destroys the live-
lihoods of the local flora 
and fauna but also induces 
at depths an unknown 
amount of pollution result-
ing in the cloudiness of the 
cleanest water on earth.
Moreover, one of the most 
serious possible conse-
quences of deep-sea min-
ing is that physical disrup-
tions at a single mining site 
have the potential to wipe 
out whole species as some 
types of deep-sea mining 
churn up fine sediments 
on the bottom of the ocean 
floor, such as silt, clay, and 
microorganism remnants, 
resulting in plumes of sus-
pended particles. Deep-
sea mining activities also 
induce noise, vibrations, 
and light pollution caused 
by mining equipment and 
surface boats these anthro-
pogenic noises may im-
pact marine mammals by 
disturbing their breeding 
process. There are also the 
odds of probable fuel and 
hazardous product leaks 
and spills further marine 
biologists have also raised 
the concern of increased 
metal particle concentra-
tions in animals like tuna 
and resultant biomagni-
fication which can also 
be detrimental to human 
health. 

INDIA’S POSITION ON 
SEABED MINING 
India took its first step in 
1981 when the first sample 
of nodules from the Ara-

bian Sea was collected by 
the first research vessel 
named ‘Gaveshani’. How-
ever, it was in 1987 that 
India was recognized by 
ISA as a “pioneer investor” 
and awarded pioneer area 
for mineral exploration 
the “Central Indian Ocean 
Basin and in 2002, India 
signed a 15-year contract 
with the ISA to continue 
polymetallic nodule de-
velopment activities in the 
Indian Ocean. After a long 
period, it was in 2012 that 
impetus was again given to 
research deep-sea mining 
and research of polyme-
tallic nodules when India 
launched the Polymetal-
lic Nodule Program to ex-
plore and develop Central 
Indian Ocean Basin Nod-
ule Extraction Technolo-
gies (CIOB) with sea tri-
als being undertaken by 
the deep-sea exploration 
vessel ‘RV Samudra Rat-
nakar ‘in 2013. In 2016, 
India signed a 15-year con-
tract with ISA to get the 
exclusive right to conduct 
exploration on an area of 
10,000 km² which is lo-
cated near the Rodrigues 
Triple Junction (RTJ) - a 
junction in the southern 
Indian Ocean near Mauri-
tius where three tectonic 
plates meet. Recently, ex-
clusive exploration rights 
of India were extended for 
another 5 years in 2017 
and 2018, the Union Gov-
ernment announced the 
master plan for India’s 
Deep Ocean Mission with 
the Cabinet Committee 
on Economic Affairs ap-
proving an estimated cost 
of Rs 4,077 crore over a 
five-year term for locating 
and investigating prospec-
tive, “multi-metal hydro-
thermal sulphides miner-
alisation areas along the 
Indian Ocean mid-oceanic 
ridges.”
PROJECT SAMUDRAY-
AAN

Is a pilot project for deep 
ocean rare mineral min-
ing by the Ministry of 
Earth Sciences which is 
scheduled to be completed 
by 2021-22. This project 
proposes to send person-
nel deep into the ocean in 
a submersible vehicle to 
undertake ocean research. 
The National Institute of 
Ocean Technology (NIOT) 
is in charge of this project. 
If the ‘Samudrayaan’ proj-
ect succeeds, India would 
enter the league of devel-
oped countries in ocean 
mineral exploitation. India 
might be the first country 
in the developing world to 
take on such a project. 
Conclusions.
It almost seems ironic that 
on hand we are working to 
promote SDGs with SDG-
14 talking about protect-
ing and preserving “Life 
below water” while on the 
other hand we are renew-
ing licenses and promoting 
deep-sea mining. Indeed, 
under these circumstanc-
es, it is important that ISA 
maintains a strict code of 
conduct and take legiti-
mate actions in case of vio-
lations not reeling under 
political or economic pres-
sure as the sole authority 
to oversee deep-sea min-
ing.
For India, Advancements 
in deep-sea mining tech-
nologies and research is 
indeed a welcoming step. 
Developing proper com-
mercially viable technolo-
gies will play an important 
role in ensuring India’s 
mineral resilience by re-
ducing our import depen-
dence to obtain important 
mineral resources, how-
ever, to achieve this the 
nodal ministries should 
come forward to support 
and work in tandem with 
start-ups and industries to 
create an ecosystem pro-
moting exploration and 
mining of ocean resources. 

Decoding Seabed Mining from Legal and 
Environment perspectives & what’s in store for us

“MINERALS OF FUTURE”

YASH ARYA AND KUNAL KUMAR

The Vice President of India, 
Jagdeep Dhankhar today 
addressed the valedictory 
session of UNESCO India 
Africa Hackathon as a Chief 
Guest at Gautam Buddha 
University, Uttar Pradesh. 
Governor of Uttar Pradesh, 
Anandiben Patel; Union Ed-
ucation & Skill Development 
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han; Surya Pratap Shahi, 
Agriculture Minister, UP, Mr. 
Vishal Sharma, Ambassador 
& Permanent Representa-
tive of India to UNESCO, Mr 
Firmin Edouard Matoko, 
Ast Director General (PAX), 
UNESCO, Dr Abhay Jere, 
Chief Innovation Officer, 
Ministers from 13 African 
countries, students and other 
dignitaries were present. 

The Vice President, Jag-
deep Dhankhar today un-
derscored the civilizational 
connect and shared histori-
cal bond between India and 
Africa, and said that “we are 
neighbours across the Indian 
ocean”.

Addressing the valedictory 
session, the Vice President 

said that the event reflects 
close relations cherished 
by India and its African 
counterparts and embodies 
the spirit of collaboration – 
bringing them together to 
solve problems for the better-
ment of human kind. “This 
global Hackathon conveys 
the message that youth can 
come together to make a bet-
ter world,” he added.

In his address,  Dhankhar 
referred to Mahatma Gandhi 
Ji’s close relationship with 
Africa and said that our age 
old civilizational ethos of 

“Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam” 
continue to guide India’s en-
gagement with the world.

Describing India as a fa-
voured global destination 
for opportunities and invest-
ments, the Vice President 
said that a new culture of 
innovation based entrepre-
neurship is taking roots in 
India. Mentioning various 
initiatives such as Start-up 
India, Digital India, Bharat 
Net, PM Gatishakti Mission, 
and the Vice President com-
mended the Government for 
creating an enabling environ-
ment for entrepreneurship 

and innovation to thrive.
Observing that technology 

has truly democratized gov-
ernance by ushering in trans-
parency and accountability 
in the system, Shri Dhankhar 
said that it helps us in achiev-
ing the ideal of inclusive and 
sustainable growth.

The Vice President gave 
away the prizes to the win-
ners of Hackathon and told 
the young innovators that 
they are as much trustees to 
this planet as the people old-
er to them. “Your proactive 

stance will secure everyone a 
better future,” he added.

Speaking on the occasion 
Pradhan expressed his grati-
tude to the Vice President of 
India, Jagdeep Dhankhar and 
Governor, Anandi Ben Patel 
for guiding the innovators 
at the valedictory session of 
the UIAH. The Minister also 
thanked his counterparts 
from the 22 African nations 
for their esteemed presence. 
He said that the UNESCO 
India-Africa Hackathon is 
an initiative to bring together 

Indian and African talent to 
innovate for a better future. 
Innovation is the need of the 
hour, especially in the times 
we are living. He further said 
that India’s CoWIN App 
remains a shining example 
of innovation for the entire 
world where the entire vac-
cination process, from reg-
istration to final certification 
could be tracked online in 
real time. Each innovation in 
India benefits the world, es-
pecially the emerging econo-
mies, he added. The Minis-

ter highlighted that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
has given the call of ‘Jai Anu-
sandhan’ which are guiding 
our efforts to make research 
and innovation a way of 
life. UIAH is a platform for 
coming together to find solu-
tions for issues faced by col-
laborating nations and also 
serves as a foundation to 
nurture innovative Start-ups 
for transforming the world. 
Initiatives like, UIAH ad-
vances the scope of coopera-
tion, enriches cross-cultural 
exchanges, sows the seeds of 
leadership, creative think-
ing & entrepreneurship 
and strengthens the bonds 
of friendship, he added. He 
congratulated all the win-

ners of the Hackathon and 
invited students from Africa 
to explore opportunities in 
India and Study in India. 

Ministry of Education, Ex-
ternal of Affairs, UNESCO 
and AICTE jointly organized 
UNESCO India Africa Hack-
athon from 22nd Nov to 25th 
Nov 2022 at Gautam Buddha 
University, Greater Noida, 
Uttar Pradesh, India.  The 
one of its kind UNESCO In-
dia Africa Hackathon started 
at 8:00 AM on 23rd Novem-
ber and commenced at 8:00 
PM on 24th November, 2022. 
The UNESCO INDIA – AF-
RICA Hackathon is an annu-
al 36 hours event that brings 
together students, educators, 
teachers, and the research 

community of India and its 
African partners to tackle the 
common challenges faced by 
their countries and serves 
as a facilitator for cultural 
amalgamation. The par-
ticipating African countries 
are- Botswana, Cameroon, 
Eswatini, Ethiopia, Equato-
rial Guinea, Gambia, Ghana, 
Guinea Bissau, Kenya, Leso-
tho, Malawi, Mali, Mauritius, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Na-
mibia, Niger, Sierra-Leone, 
Tanzania, Togo, Uganda and 
Zimbabwe.     

Under the central theme 
LiFE; the five sub themes 
chosen for the UIAH 2022 
were- Education, Renew-
able Energy/Sustainability, 
Drinking water & Sanita-
tion, Agriculture and 
Health & Hygiene. 603 
participants from 22 Afri-
can nations and the host 
country India, worked to 
provide solutions to the 
problems in these 5 areas 
of concern. 100 teams, 
with each team being a 
mix of African and Indian 
participants worked on the 
solutions for a total of 20 
problem statements.

POLICY & POLITICS

Vice President Dhankar  describes India and Africa as 
neighbours across the Indian Ocean

“The traditional purpose of the law of the sea has been acknowledged as safeguarding and balancing 
the common interests of all peoples in the use and enjoyment of the oceans, while rejecting all egotistical 
assertions of special interests that are contrary to the general community interest” by McDougal and Burke

TDG NETWORK 

n  TECHNOLOGY HAS TRULY DEMOCRATIZED GOVER-
NANCE BY USHERING IN TRANSPARENCY AND AC-
COUNTABILITY IN THE SYSTEM – VICE PRESIDENT

n  VICE PRESIDENT OF INDIA, JAGDEEP DHANKHAR 
ADDRESSES THE VALEDICTORY SESSION OF UNES-
CO INDIA AFRICA HACKATHON

n  603 PARTICIPANTS FROM 22 AFRICAN COUNTRIES 
AND INDIA PARTICIPATED IN THE 36 HOURS NON-
STOP UNESCO INDIA AFRICA HACKATHON



Amidst the country’s growing political turmoil and worsening 
economic situation, Qamar Javed Bajwa is set to retire this week, 
leaving behind what analysts describe as a divided Pakistan. 
“Bajwa is leaving the country deeply divided with Imran 
Khan stoking up political ire over the army at every given 
opportunity-rarely has been the most powerful institution 
in the country riddled with criticism and humiliation since 
the 1971 war,” Dr Sakariya Kareem said.  
    Bajwa is leaving a nation and its army divided, a divi-
sion he is equally responsible for since he took over as 
the Chief of Army Staff in 2016, the publication added. 
While addressing the Defence and Martyrs Day cer-
emony, Bajwa in his last address, struck a confessional 
note, saying that armies around the world are seldom 
criticized “but our army is often subjected to criticism.” 
He admitted that much of the public ire against the army was 
due to its political role. “I think the reason for that is the army’s 
involvement in politics,” he was quoted as saying by Dawn. 
The outgoing chief said the army had initiated its process of 
“catharsis” and expected that political parties would follow 
suit as well and reflect on their behaviour. 
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backlash 

China creating 
‘iron curtains’ for 
Tibet: Report

Tibetans are working for a political cause while facing con-
sistent security challenges from the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP). Being intimidated by CCP officials directly, 
Tibetans are unable to talk to their families who live in Ti-
bet and their electronic devices are being hacked and mon-
itored, Inkstick reported.

As per the report, the Chinese Communist Party’s goal is 
to create “an iron curtain between those within and outside 
Tibet.” In order to fulfil its aim, the CCP has been taking 
several measures, including confiscating the passports of 
Tibetans in Tibet and the whole of China. 

Tibetans who wish to visit Tibet are only permitted to enter 
with a special permit. For visiting Tibet, they need to register 
themselves in Lhasa and the authorities then monitor their 
movement. 

These activities are being carried out by two primary enti-
ties of CCP - the Ministry of State Security and the United 
Front Work Department.

These entities of the CCP have stressed that they will “as-
sist” members of the Tibetan diaspora in visiting Tibet, Ink-
stick reported. If the Tibetans do not agree, these entities 
start imposing pressure on them by threatening their fam-
ily members in Tibet as a ‘tactic of intimidation.’ China is 
trying to “gain control” of the Tibetan community as much 
as possible and they are using their family members as an 
advantage.

Tibetans have a sense of unity among people as they con-
tinue to make efforts for defending their rights and culture. 
Tibetans have been making efforts to have an international 
debate regarding their rights and culture while facing ex-
ternal threats, as per the report.

The CCP constantly infiltrates the Tibetan commu-
nity living in other nations by spreading disinformation 
and recruiting informants. CCP has been trying to cre-
ate a divide between different sections of Tibetan Bud-
dhism on social media sites, like Facebook and Telegram. 
As per the report, Tibetans receive phishing emails 
and fake Chinese Communist Party social media ac-
counts following pages which support Dalai Lama to 
make themselves look legitimate to unsuspecting users. 
CCP officials sometimes openly intimidate Tibetan leaders, 
make use of monetary incentives and threaten people’s con-
nections in Tibet to recruit Tibetans to act as spies within 
their own community, Inkstick reported. 

China is doing everything possible in both sub-
tle and overt ways as Tibet is important to Beijing. 
Serta Tsultrim, a Tibetan MP, has said that 20 out of 45 MPs 
in the government-in-exile support total independence of 
Tibet, as per the news report. People in Tibet are forced to 
give personal documents to obtain sim cards.

Many Tibetan activists living in other nations do not 
contact their families in Tibet to protect them. Tsultrim’s 
brother was imprisoned in Tibet for explaining no reason. 

Tsultrim has not spoken about the issue in front of the me-
dia, however, he suspects that his brother could be punished 
for his own political involvement.

After Lieutenant 
General Asim Mu-
nir was named as 

the next Pakistan army 
chief, the United States on 
Friday reaffirmed its com-
mitment to work with 
Pakistan’s elected leaders 
and its military leadership. 
“The U.S. Mission offers 
its congratulations to new 
Chief of Army Staff desig-
nate Lt Gen Asim Munir 
and new Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Com-

mittee designate Lt Gen Sa-
hir Shamshad Mirza,” the 
US embassy in Islamabad 
tweeted. “We are commit-
ted to working with Paki-
stan’s elected leaders, its 
military leadership, and 
a diverse range of civil so-
ciety partners to advance 
shared interests in trade 
and investment, health 
security, climate change, 
inclusive governance and 
regional security,” it added. 
On Thursday, Lieutenant 
General Asim Munir was 
named as the new chief of 
army staff (COAS), ending 

weeks of intense specula-
tion and political tussle 

in the country. He will re-
place Gen Qamar Javed 
Bajwa, who is retiring af-
ter a three-year extension. 
“The Prime Minister of 
Pa k i st a n  Mu h a m m ad 
Shahbaz Sharif has de-
cided to appoint Lt. Gen. 
Sahir Shamshad Mirza as 
the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and Lt. Gen. 
Syed Asim Munir as the 
Chief of the Army Staff us-
ing the constitutional au-
thority,” Pakistan Informa-
tion Minister Marriyum 
Aurangzeb said in a tweet. 
Thereafter, Pakistan Presi-

dent Arif Alvi signed the 
summary and approved 
the appointment of Lt Gen 
Munir as the next COAS. 
Alvi also signed the sum-
mary of Lt Gen Sahir 
Shamshad Mirza as chair-
man of the joint chiefs of 
staff committee (CJCSC). 
Later on Friday, the Sheh-
baz Sharif government is-
sued an official notification 
for appointing General Mu-
nir as the next chief of army 
staff and Gen Sahir Sham-
shad Mirza as chairman of 
the joint chiefs of staff com-
mittee (CJCSC).

us-pak relations

as asim munir becomes coas, 
u.s. commits to work together 
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD

New COAS Asim Munir.

The UN mission in Afghani-
stan has called on the Taliban 
to take immediate steps to end 
violence against women and 
the broader deterioration of 
women’s rights as a vital part 
of efforts to establish a mean-
ingful and sustainable peace. 
     The call came as the world 
marks the International Day 
for the Elimination of Vio-
lence against Women and the 
start of the global “16 Days 
of Activism against Gender-
Based Violence.”  Women in 
Afghanistan have had many of 
their most fundamental rights 
restricted  in a country that has 
one of the highest rates of vio-
lence against women globally. 
“The fundamental rights of 
Afghan women need to be pro-
tected and concrete steps need 
to be taken for an enabling 
environment which is free 
from all forms of violence,” 
said Roza Otunbayeva, the 
Secretary-General’s Special 
Representative for Afghani-
stan. “Protecting the rights of 

women is a crucial factor for 
stability, prosperity and any 
lasting peace in Afghanistan” 
said Otunbaye va, who is also 
head of the UN Assistance 
Mission in Afghanistan. The 
UNAMA statement said, the 
situation is exacerbated by a 
dire humanitarian and eco-
nomic crisis, and the restric-
tions on women’s fundamental 
rights, including the freedom 
to move, work, seek education 
and participate in public life.

These factors have com-
bined to reinforce some tra-
ditional social norms that 
condone the use of violence 
as a form of discipline and 
control, creating an environ-
ment where violence against 
women and girls is normal-
ized. In the absence of laws 
and policies that protect and 
promote gender equality 
and women’s rights, and the 
introduction of decrees and 
edicts that contribute to sys-
tematically erasing women 
from public and political life, 
the underlying social norms 
that perpetuate inequality 
have been emboldened.

afghanistan  protests

un asks taliban to end 
gender-based violence 

Outgoing Chief of Pakistan Army Gen  Qamar Javed Bajwa.

pakistan politics

Outgoing Bajwa 
leaves behind a 
divided Pakistan

controversy

bajwa: only 34,000 pak soldiers 
surrendered to india in 1971 

The outgoing Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS), General Qa-
mar Javed Bajwa on Wednes-
day created a controversy 
by saying that only 34,000 
Pak soldiers surrendered 
to India in the 1971 War. 
Addressing the Defence and 
Martyrs Day ceremony as 
Chief Guest, the army chief 
said, “The East Pakistan 
crisis, was not a military 
but a political failure. The 
number of fighting soldiers 
was not 92,000, rather only 
34,000, the rest were from 
various government depart-
ments,” on Dhaka debacle 
in 1971. The COAS said that 
these 34,000 people had 
been confronting 2,50,000 
Indian Army soldiers and 
200,000 trained Mukti 
Bahini but still fought val-
iantly despite all odds, re-
ported Pakistan Today. 
On December 16, 1971, Lt 

Gen Amir Abdullah Khan 
Niazi, the Chief Martial 
Law Administrator of East 
Pakistan and Commander 
of Pakistan Army forces lo-
cated in East Pakistan signed 
the Instrument of Surrender. 
Exactly 50 years ago, the 
largest military surrender 
after the second world war 
happened when 93,000 
soldiers from the Pakistan 
Army laid down their arms 
in front of Indian Forces - 
liberating and giving birth 
to a new nation Bangladesh. 
Bajwa said that the sacri-
fices of these brave Ghazis 
(war veterans) and martyrs, 
were not duly acknowl-
edged by the nation to date, 
which was a huge injustice, 
reported Pakistan Today. 
Meanwhile, Bajwa warned 
about making unwarranted 
criticism against the Pakistan 
army, saying “it has limits.” 
Addressing the Defence and 
Martyrs Day ceremony as 
Chief Guest, the army chief 

said that a fake narrative was 
coined to malign the senior 
leadership of the Pakistan 
army and indecent words 
were used to malign the 
army but the army leader-
ship despite having resourc-
es and options observed re-
straint but that has limits too, 
reported Pakistan Today. 
Without naming anyone, 
COAS said that a fake nar-
rative was coined to create 
instability in the country 
and now efforts are afoot to 
get away with this fake nar-
rative.

“Senior military leadership 
was maligned. Let me make 
it clear that army leadership 
would never compromise 
on national interest. Do you 
believe that armed forces 
would sit idle against a for-
eign conspiracy. This is im-
possible; rather a great sin. 
Those who plan to create a 
rift between the army and 
the people will never suc-
ceed,” he added.

imprisonment

chinese-canadian singer kris wu 
sentenced to 13 years in prison for rape

Chinese-Canadian singer 
Kris Wu has been sen-
tenced to 13   years in prison 
and deportation for rape, 
state media outlet Global 
Times reported on Friday. 
A Chinese court said that he 
will be deported after serv-
ing his sentence. Wu was 
first detained in July last year, 
a month after a 19 year-old 
student, accused him of date-
raping her when she was 17. 
She also accused him of do-
ing the same to other young 
women, however, at the 
time, he denied the charges. 
In China, the crime of rape 
normally incurs a sentence of 
between three and ten years 
in prison, according to the 

American Magazine Vari-
ety. However, in particularly 
egregious cases, the sentence 
can run to life imprison-
ment or even death penalty. 
Although China-born Wu, 
is a Canadian citizen, still he 
was tried in China according 
to Chinese law. Wu, known in 

Chinese as Wu Yifan, grew up 
in Guangzhou in China and in 
Vancouver, British Columbia. 
entirety online, including high-
profile ones from major stream 
After the rape allegations ap-
peared last year, a number of 
top global brands including 
Porsche and Louis 

Chinese-Canadian singer Kris Wu.

Protests in Iran after the death of Mahsa Amini.

emergency

Human rights crisis in Iran, says UN rights chief, launches probe

The UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Chief Volker 
Turk said that a “full-fledged” 
crisis is underway in Iran amid 
a crackdown on protesters. 
He said that Iran is in a “full-
fledged human rights crisis” as 
authorities clamp down on anti-
regime dissidents.
   The Islamic Republic has 
been gripped by a wave of anti-
government protests sparked 
by the death of Mahsa Amini. 
Turk called for “independent, 
impartial and transparent in-

vestigative processes” into vio-
lations of human rights in Iran 
during a special session of the 
UN Human Rights Council. 
Authorities have unleashed a 
deadly crackdown on demon-
strators, with reports of forced 
detentions and physical abuse 
being used to target the coun-
try’s Kurdish minority group. 
Security forces have reportedly re-
sponded to protests by using lethal 
force against unarmed demonstra-
tors and bystanders who posed “no 
threat,” 
    Turk said to the 47-mem-
ber states council in Geneva. 
More than 14,000 people, in-

cluding children, have been ar-
rested in connection with the 
protests, according to Turk. He 
said that at least 21 of them cur-
rently face the death penalty 
and six have already received 
death sentences, reported CNN. 

The unprecedented national up-
rising has taken hold of more than 
150 cities and 140 universities in all 
31 provinces of Iran, Turk added.

“We received reports that in-
jured protesters fear going to the 
hospital for risk of being arrest-

ed by security forces,” he said. 
threatened or suspended in part 
from entering university cam-
puses,” said Turk.

The UN rights chief fur-
ther urged Iran to fully re-
spect the fundamentals rights.  
The Human Rights Council has 
created a fact-finding mission, 
related to the protests in Iran that 
began in mid-September and now 
spiraled throughout the country. 
This follows calls from UN human 
rights chief Volker Turk for an in-
dependent investigation. 

      The Council, meeting in a spe-
cial session in response to the cri-
sis that was sparked by the death 

in September in police custody of 
22-year-old Mahsa Amini, heard 
Turk criticise “the fortress mental-
ity of those who wield power” in 
Iran. He insisted that the “unnec-
essary and disproportionate use 
of force” must end. “It pains me to 
see what is happening in the coun-
try,” he told the packed chamber. 
“The images of children killed. 
Of women beaten in the streets. 
Of people sentenced to death.” 
The UN High Commissioner 
highlighted how the security 
forces,  notably the Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps and Basij 
forces have used live ammunition, 
birdshot and other metal pellets.

top of the day

10 killed, 
nine injured 
in Xinjiang 
residential 
building fire
BEIJING: Ten people 
were killed and nine were 
injured in a fire at a resi-
dential building Thursday 
night in Urumqi, capital of 
northwest China’s Xinjiang 
province, local authorities 
said.The fire broke out at 
around 7:49 pm at a high-
rise residential building in 
a community of Tianshan 
District in Urumqi, Xinhua 
news agency reported. It 
was put out at around 
10:35 pm, the agency add-
ed. Ten people died despite 
emergency treatment. The 
injuries sustained by nine 
others are not life-threat-
ening. Investigation into 
the cause of the accident 
is underway.

pak pm lands in 
turkey for  
two-day visit
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan PM 
Shehbaz Sharif landed in 
Turkey for a two-day visit  
for deepening the defence 
cooperation between the 
two countries. Taking to 
Twitter, Sharif said, “Being 
in Turkey feels like being 
home, overwhelmed by 
the warmth of our Turkish 
brothers and sisters. Our 
bilateral ties have entered 
a new era of strategic part-
nership under the leader-
ship of President Erdogan. 
We are on course to 
unpack the full untapped 
potential of relationship.” 
Upon his arrival, PM Sharif 
was received by Istanbul’s 
deputy governor, senior 
Turkish civil and military 
officials, and diplomats 
of the Pakistani Em-
bassy and Consulate at the 
Islamabad International 
Airport.

kazakhstan 
seems to siding 
with china 
ASTANA : After winning 
Kazakhstan’s Sunday snap 
election, Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev is expected to 
strengthen its ties with 
China and Western pow-
ers as Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine erodes Moscow’s 
clout over former Soviet 
states in Central Asia, Nik-
kei Asia reported 
After Russia launched 
its military operation in 
Ukraine, several central 
The UN General Assem-
bly adopted a resolution 
calling for Russia to pay 
Ukraine reparations. 
While Russia and China 
voted against it, Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan and 
several of their neighbours 
abstained.

terrorist 
opens fire in 
waziristan, 
official killed
ISLAMABAD: A Pakistani 
soldier was killed after a 
terrorist opened fire at se-
curity officials in the Upper 
Waziristan tribal district. 
Pakistani officials said the 
security official was killed 
when terrorists opened 
fire at a patrolling party 
in the Upper Waziristan 
tribal district. In another 
incident, in South Wa-
ziristan district’s Sara-
rogha, another man whom 
the authorities said was 
a ‘terrorist’, was killed.  An 
exchange of fire took place 
between the troops and 
terrorists in the Sararogha 
area on Tuesday, resulting 
in the martyrdom of Havil-
dar Omer Hayat, 39.
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A flock of 
seagulls 

at the 
Anasagar 

Lake during 
the winter 
season, in 
Ajmer on 
Thursday.

SIGHT TO BEHOLD

#INTERNATIONALDAY

NETIZENS MARK INTERNATIONAL DAY 
TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
November 25 is marked as the International Day to end 
violence against Women. On this occasion, #Interna-
tionalDay took over top trends on Twitter as netizens 
underlined the importance of the day. 

Antonio Guterres, Secretary General of UN, tweeted, 
“On Friday’s International Day to End Violence Against 
Women, I call on governments to increase funding by 
50% by 2026 to women’s rights organizations & move-
ments. Let’s take a stand and raise our voices in support 
of women’s rights. Let’s proudly declare: We are all 
feminists.” Australian MP Linda Burney tweeted, “To-
day on International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women, we call for an end to violence against 
Indigenous women and commit to working to make 
Australia a safer place for all.”

Congress tweeted, “India recorded 428,278 cases re-
lated to crimes against women in 2021—a 15% increase 
compared to 2020. On International Day for Elimination 
of Violence against Women, we stand with the women 
against this hatred & pledge to build an India, safer & 
promising for our Nari Shakti.”

“If I have 
strength, it 
doesn’t mean 
I can’t be 
vulnerable. 
Both are 
beautiful. 
Why must one choose between the two? 
Strength and vulnerability 
reside within each of us.”

— SHEFALI SHAH

BRAIN-PICKING 

Actor, speaking about her character ‘Shailja’ in ‘Three of Us’ at 
the 53rd International Film Festival of India (IFFI).

NEW BORNS 

FROM ‘RAHA’ TO ‘AADIYA’, NAMES OF 
CELEBRITY BABIES DECODED
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI                                      

Indian celebrities stand out 
when it comes to naming 
their newborns. Trust them 
to come up with some re-
ally unique and meaningful 
names for their little ones.

So, let’s take a look at the 
names that celebrity couples 
have bestowed upon their re-
cently-born offspring, along 
with their meanings.

RAHA KAPOOR
The baby girl of Bollywood 
actors Ranbir Kapoor and 
Alia Bhatt was named by her 
‘Dadi’ (grandmother). Alia 
Bhatt shared the meaning of 
the name ‘Raha’ in various 
languages. ‘in Swahili she 
is Joy, In Sanskrit, Raha is a 
clan, In Bangla - rest, com-
fort, relief, in Arabic peace’ 
Alia wrote. ‘It also means 
happiness, freedom & bliss,’ 
she added. 
           
AADIYA PIRAMAL
The baby daughter of bil-
lionaire couple Anand Pira-
mal and Isha Ambani, little 
Aadiya was born with her 
twin brother ‘Krishna’ on 19 
November. Her name means 
‘Beginning’ or ‘First Power’. 
It is also one of the names of 
Lord Shiva.

VAYU KAPOOR AHUJA
Bollywood actor Sonam 
Kapoor and businessman 
Anand Ahuja were blessed 
with a baby boy this year in 
August, and announced his 
name, ‘Vayu’, in September. 
‘Vayu’ means ‘Air’ in San-

skrit. The name also belongs 
to the ‘Lord of Winds’ and 
the ‘Deity of Breaths’ in Hin-
du mythology.

DEVI BASU SINGH 
GROVER
Television actor Karan Singh 
Grover and Bollywood icon 
Bipasha Basu took to Ins-
tagram to share the happy 
news of their baby girl’s 
birth. “The physical mani-
festation of our love and 
blessings of Ma is here now 
and she is divine,” the post 
read. It is no surprise, then, 
that they named their little 
one ‘Devi’. The word means 
‘divine woman’ or ‘goddess’ 
in Sanskrit.

   
LIANNA
Television’s ‘Ram and Sita’ 
Gurmeet Choudhary and 
Debina Bonnerjee wel-
comed their second child 
on 11 November. They’re yet 
to name their newly-born 
angel. However, they had 
their first daughter, who was 
named ‘Lianna’. It is a com-
mon name in Western coun-
tries. In French, it means “to 
wrap” or “to bind.”

Alia, Ranbir's daughter Raha. 
Photo of the cake shared by Shah Rukh Khan's fanpage. 

Use of internet leads to social inclusion of marginalised groups.

STUDY 

‘Om shanti Om’ inspired cake woos netizens 
TREND

Even after 15 years of ‘Om 
Shanti Om’, the craze for the 
Jodi of Shah Rukh Khan and 
Deepika Padukone doesn’t 
seem to end. And to prove 
that, a cake artist went all the 
way to create a cake of Deep-
ika and SRK’s signature pose 
from the movie at the world’s 
largest cake competition. The 
video of Deepika and SRK’s 
cake has gone viral on social 
media.

King Khan’s fan page with 
the username Shah Rukh 
Khan Universe Fan Club on 
Twitter dropped a video and 
pictures of the cake.

Along with the duo, Ka-
trina Kaif ’s cake was also 
seen in the pictures. The 
cake was made from Farah 
Khan’s other directorial ‘Tees 
Maar Khan’ and crafted from 
Katrina’s ‘Sheila Ki Jawani’ 
song. This amazing cake of 
actors was made by cake 

artist Tina Scott Parashar 
at Cake International Bir-
mingham, the world’s larg-
est cake competition. Shar-
ing the video and pictures, 
they captioned, “#Pathaan 
stars - #ShahRukhKhan and 
#DeepikaPadukone’s cake of 
#OmShantiOm is the main 
display at Cake International 
Birmingham- The world’s 
largest cake competition. The 
cake is made by Tina Scott 
Parashar who completed 
making this special cake in 
a month. #CantWaitFor-
Pathaan (sic).”

Shah Rukh Khan and 
Deepika Padukone are com-
ing together on screen with 
‘Pathaan’ in January 2023.

SRK and Deepika’s film 
‘Om Shanti Om’, which re-
cently completed 15 years, 
is all set to be re-released 
in over 20 cities across the 
country including Delhi, 
Mumbai, Kolkata, Patna, 
Bhopal, and Ahmedabad 
among others.

The screening is scheduled 
for 17 November. The idea 
behind the special screening 
of ‘Om Shanti Om’ is of SRK 

Universe, one of the biggest 
fan clubs of Shah Rukh.

‘Om Shanti Om’ is Farah 
Khan’s directorial. The film 
marked Deepika Padukone’s 
Bollywood debut 15 years 
ago.

The blockbuster revolves 
around a struggling actor, 
played by Shah Rukh, who 
falls in love with a successful 
actress Shantipriya (played 
by Deepika). But before his 
love could blossom and his 
career flourish, he dies in an 
accident. Thirty years later, 
he’s reborn and avenges 
Shantipriya’s death.

After ‘Om Shanti Om’, SRK 
and Deepika reunited in 
films like ‘ Chennai Express’ 
(2013) and ‘Happy New Year’ 
(2014). And now the duo will 
be seen in ‘Pathaan’, which is 
all set to hit the theatres on 25 
January 2023.

‘Pathaan’ is helmed by Sid-
dharth Anand, and also stars 
John Abraham. 
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A recent research of thousands of 
people finds a significant difference in 
the amount of water people consume 
around the world and throughout their 
lives, clearly refuting the oft-repeated 
concept that eight, 8-ounce glasses of 
water cover the human body’s daily 
needs.

“The science has never supported the 
old “eight glasses” thing as an appro-
priate guideline, if only because it con-

fused total water turnover with water 
from beverages, and a lot of your water 
comes from the food you eat,” says Dale 
Schoeller, a University of Wisconsin-
Madison emeritus professor of nutri-

tional sciences who has been studying 
water and metabolism for decades. “But 
this work is the best we’ve done so far 
to measure how much water people ac-
tually consume on a daily basis -- the 
turnover of water into and out of the 
body -- and the major factors that drive 
water turnover.” That’s not to say the 
new results settle on a new guideline. 

The study, published in the journal 
Science, measured the water turnover 
of more than 5,600 people from 26 
countries.

TDG NETWORK
WISCONSIN  

FIVE PLACES THAT TURN INTO 
WINTER WONDERLANDS IN INDIA
As the temperature drops and the end of the year ap-
proaches, people in India, particularly those living in 
the plains, long to visit snow-capped mountains. After 
all, if there is anything that can rejuvenate us after 
months of hard work and toil in the office, it is the sce-
nic beauty that nature has to offer us. While those who 
can afford it prefer to go outside India, many who are 
on a tight budget opt for cheaper alternatives, which 
would also save us a lot of money. Here are five places 
in India that turn into a winter wonderland.

GULMARG
Kashmir is one place in India that needs no 
introduction. In December and January, the 
mountains of Gulmarg are covered in snow, 

which offers not only a great background for pictures 
but also fun adventure sports.

AULI
If there is a place that can offer a similar ex-
perience, it is Auli in Uttarakhand. Situated 
in the upper peaks of Uttarakhand, Auli is 

known for offering one of the best hiking and skiing ex-
periences. Known for its snowy slopes, Auli is known as 
the skiing paradise of Garhwal.

LAHAUL AND SPITI
While Lahaul and Spiti are a sight to behold all 
year around, they turn into a winter wonder-
land in the months of December and January 

with their crystal-white snow-capped mountains. The 
long roads covered with snow-capped mountains and 
bright blue skies will leave you yearning for more. 

TAWANG
One of the first regions in the Himalayas to 
receive snowfall, Tawang offers an amalga-
mation of culture and adventure, considering 

it is a Buddhist heritage site and a sought-after ski des-
tination. Tawang has something for everyone, whether 
you want to spend time in nature and soak in the beauty 
or explore the culture of the Northeast.

LADAKH
 A lethal combination of fun and fantasy, La-
dakh in winters is for the brave hearts who 
want to take on an adventure of a lifetime. 

The high mountain passes give exotic views but not the 
comfort of a luxury vacation. So, choose accordingly.

— PRIYANKA SHARMA 

Gulmarg

CONNECTIVITY

C o n n e c t i v i t y  — 
through internet— is 
a major differentiator 

between developed and de-
veloping nations today. It 
supposedly informs where 
the power resides. Twenty 
years ago, when it was first 
used, it took time for the 
world to understand what 
it meant. And even today, 
it means different things to 
different people. In simple 
words, it may mean access 
to digital technology. How-
ever, as one starts probing 
further, it boils down to the 
type of technology, starting 
from basic mobile phones, 
smartphones to high end 
laptops. Even the defini-
tion of connectivity var-
ies from person to person, 
for some, it is about being 
online and offline, and for 

others, it may have a deep-
er connotation, amounting 
to a perpetual struggle, as 
the inability to get online is 
all about lacking capacity 
to earn, learn, and access 
healthcare options.

Benchmarks of connec-
tivity have further con-
tinued to evolve with 
innovations. For 
nations across the 
globe, it is a non-
negotiable need, 
as the lack of con-
nectivity limits 
education, eco-
nomic development, 
wellness outcomes, 
government service 
delivery options, access 
to emergency services, and 
civic engagement. Consider-
ing this, the United Nations 
General Assembly in 2016 

de- clared 
access to the Internet a basic 
human right. This equated 

to the fact that social work-
ers should advocate for 

policy and programs to 
ensure digital equity.

Does that mean 
that internet acces-
sibility should be 
available to peo-
ple like any other 
public utility? We 
should not forget 

that developing 
the Internet involved 

decades of research 
and funding to bring it 

into existence, and it was 
no different from creating 
other public utilities such 
as water and electricity. 

This also brings us to the 
premise that encouraging 
the use of internet and in-
formation technology leads 
to the social inclusion of 
marginalised groups. Thus, 
digital inequities result in 
the digital divide, and this 
is due to a variety of factors, 
including computer owner-
ship, high-speed Internet 
access and adoption, and 
digital literacy. This brings 
us to a question, should 
investing in digital equity 
be a national priority? The 
economic impact of persis-
tent digital inequities, ex-
acerbates other societal in-
equalities. Truly, if unequal 
access to financial resources 
can impact human life sub-
stantially, inaccessibility of 
an economic enabler such as 
internet is definitely adding 
to the already existing pov-
erty.

The pandemic further re-
inforced how digital divide 
restricted millions of people 
from work and studies, only 
because of inaccessibility 
to the Internet. The digital 

divide caused by online 
classes not only defeated the 
fundamental right of every 
poor child to study in main-
stream schools but also led 
to drop out of those children 
whose parents could not 
afford gadgets like comput-
ers and smart phones. The 
other common but stark 
reality in most countries 
is that women not owning 
the devices, and those with 
disabilities also lack access. 
Digital illiteracy, gender, and 
disability amplify the depri-
vation to extreme levels.

While the impact of digi-
tal inequity is difficult to 
objectively calculate in 
today’s world, it neverthe-
less affects a vast number 
of people, fortifying mar-
ginalisation. Digital train-
ing leads to digital literacy 
underpinning digital em-
powerment. It is time we 
accept, digital literacy is no 
different from traditional 
literacy. And in years to 
come, who knows, it may 
supersede the prominence 
of traditional literacy.

SHOULD DIGITAL EQUITY BE A NATIONAL PRIORITY?

BENAZIR PATIL 
SATURDAY READ

The economic impact of persistent digital inequities exacerbates other societal inequalities.

For 
nations across 
the globe, it is a 

non-negotiable need, 
as the lack of connectivity 

limits education, economic 
development, wellness 
outcomes, government 

service delivery options, 
access to emergency 

services, and civic 
engagement.

HOW MUCH WATER IS CONSUMED OVER A LIFESPAN?
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Father should be equally 
involved in child-raising: 
Isha Koppikar

‘Credibility should define 
power position, not gender’

we women want: winning 
spirit of ias ira singhal

Priyanka Sharma
New Delhi 

TDG neTwork
New Delhi

TDG neTwork
New Delhi

In an exclusive conversation 
with The Daily Guardian, 
actor Isha Koppikar opens 
up about her role in the 
new show ‘Suranga’, strik-
ing a balance between her 
personal and professional 
life as a working mom, and 
much more. 

Q: You will be seen in the UL-
LU’s upcoming show, Suranga. 
Tell us more about your role, 
and do you think the roles being 
written for women now have 
witnessed a massive shift?

A: Ofcourse yes. Where 
earlier women were mostly 
seen as supporting or side 
characters besides the actor, 
now the media is shifting 
its perception and accept-
ing women in command. 
Female centric movies also 
work just as well, and I think 
that’s great progress. I play 
the role of a deputy bank 
manager named Dakshay-
ini, who hails from Delhi. 
Her character has a lot of 
shades that are revealed as 
we move along the series, 
and it’s an incredible and in-
teresting role. The storyline 
and how it has been nar-
rated is quite alluring, and it 
was hard to say no to.

Q: How difficult or easy do you 
think it is for women to strike a 
balance between their personal 
and professional lives, especial-
ly in Bollywood?

A: I think it’s all about how 
she chooses to balance it 
and work it out. Of course, 
family also really plays a 
part in helping out with the 
upbringing of the children, 
and it takes a lot of courage 
and determination to be a 
mother and an actress.

Q: What are the challenges 
you face as a working mom in 
Bollywood?

A: The outlook changes as 
you become a mother. You 
look for roles that will set a 
good example for your chil-

dren, and everything that 
you do, you think of how it 
will affect them first. Also, it 
takes immense strength to 
leave them for days on end 
for shooting in different lo-
cations.

Q: What can be done to make 
the balancing act a little easier 
for women?

A: Well, the belief that only 
a mother is responsible for 
bringing up the kids, for 
bathing, feeding, and be-
ing with them 24/7, should 
be relaxed because that is 
completely not true. In my 

opinion, a father should be 
equally involved in these 
things, and just as a father 
can work without such 
questions coming up, wom-
en should also be given that 
privilege.

Q: How has your journey been 
like in Bollywood?

A: I have had quite a tu-
multuous journey with my 
fair share of ups, downs and 
more. I am thankful that I 
keep receiving love and ap-
preciation for my work and 
talent, and that’s most im-
portant at the end of the day.

Kiran Negi’s recent 
case brings to light 
the sodomy, the ha-

tred, and the urgent need 
that we have as a nation to 
address the topic of gender 
violence. This continues to 
raise their ugly hood regu-
larly. Each incident is more 
gruesome than the previous 
one. 

Kiran Negi was walking 
on the streets of Delhi when 
a car stopped and pulled her 
in, took her to a deserted 
area, gang raped her, and 
then murdered her. The 
case is still under judicial 
investigation. The Supreme 
Court has not yet arrived at 
a decision about giving the 
appropriate punishment to 
the rapists and the crimi-
nals.

Women across the coun-
try are enraged by the lack 
of immediate action. Most 
women demand that a time-
ly decision be taken against 
such criminals. Many wom-
en feel that the only way to 
stop rapists is to give them 
the death penalty.

What is the cause of such 
hatred and uncontrolled an-
ger that some men harbour 
against women? One can’t 
find a definitive answer. But 
the truth is, it starts in the 
very early years of growing 
up for a man.

Some answers can be 
found in the homes of these 
perpetrators. Most were 
raised in hostile and patriar-
chal environments. So they 
learn early on to punish the 
physically weaker one in 
the family and also resort to 
violence within their social 
interactions.

In these homes, mothers 
or sisters do not raise their 
voice against violence met-
ed out to them. The children 
naturally imbibe these 
behaviour patterns 
when they are ac-
costed, angry, 
or are pushed 
against the 
wall. They 
believe that 
as men, they 
are not ac-
countable or 
responsible to 
any given social 
conduct.

Rape cases continue 
unabated in India. Almost 
every week, we discover 
another heinous rape case 
to add to the list. Accord-
ing to NCRB data, India 
reported an average of 86 
rapes per day and 49 crimes 
against women per hour in 
2022. However, many go 
unreported, due to the lack 
of support and the honour 
attached to a woman’s hy-
men. Hide the crime, is the 
attitude.

In states like Haryana, 
men outnumber women. 
To ensure the continua-
tion of communities, many 
Haryanvi men marry girls 
from other states. These 
girls are always sold for a 
high price. Most come from 
poor backgrounds, and they 
don’t have any voice in the 
new spaces they inhabit. 
The bought women find 
themselves in places outside 
their comfort zone in terms 
of language, ethnicity and 
food habits. They are so-
cially isolated in the given 
situation.

Ac-
cording to 

the National Crime Records 
Bureau (NCRB) report, 
there were a total of 8,132 
cases of human trafficking 
reported from across the 
country. There were 6,877 
cases reported in 2015. Of 
the total 15,379 victims in 
these cases, 9,034 (58%) 
were below the age of 18 
years this year.

There is a community in 
the districts of Neemach, 
Ratlam in Madhya Pradesh 
where the father and the 
older brothers initiate their 
daughters and sisters, as 
young as 10 or 11, to become 
the sole breadwinners of 
the family via prostitution. 
These little girls are forced 
to have sex with truck driv-
ers passing through the 
villages for a pittance of Rs 
100/-. The girl often has to 
entertain around 10 to 11 
customers per day. 

What leaves one baffled 
is that the state does have 
slogans of “Beti Bachao and 
Beti Padhao” schemes, but 

it leaves one wondering, as 
to what stops them from 
making more stringent laws 
against this malpractice in 
the 75 districts of Madhya 
Pradesh? 

These stories are glaringly 
inhumane. It also helps us 
understand that gender 
violence is far more com-
plex and tangled than what 
meets the eye.

When women are vio-
lated on a regular basis, it is 
found that the young minds 
of these little girls have been 
brainwashed into believing 
that there is nothing wrong 
in selling their bodies. It is 
only after many years, when 
the return to a normal life is 
impossible, that the girls 
find themselves alone in an 
unaccepting environment.

Indian women cannot for-
get Nirbhaya, in the years to 
come. But it appears that 
there are many Nirbhayas 

who cannot fight the system 
and have fallen prey to the 
uncontrolled lust and anger 
of men.

Revati Laul, activist and 
author of the book Anato-
my Of Hate, a book on the 
Gujarat riots, said, “Suresh, 
the protagonist in my book, 
extracted the foetuses of 
women and boasted in pub-
lic that he had pulverised 
the flesh of the women until 
it was pickled, much like Bil-
kis Bano’s rapists and mur-
derers who were set free on 
Azadi Ki Amrit  Mahostsav, 
he was also set free. «

The reports are alarming 
of the gender violence. Time 
and again, it proves that 
women still have a long way 
ahead to be treated as an 
equal in the eyes of society.

Mohua Chinappa is an author 
and a podcaster of a show called 
The Mohua Show.

soCialisation 

in-house series 

violent men: it all starts at home 
What is the cause of such hatred and uncontrolled anger that some 
men harbour against women? One can’t find a definitive answer. But 
the truth is, it starts in the very early years of growing up for a man.

mohUa ChinaPPa

In an exclusive conversation as part of 
the NewsX India A-List, we dived into 
conversation with actor Rakul Preet 
Singh, who got recognised for her ex-
cellence in entertainment. 

Rakul opened up about essaying 
the role of Dr Fatima in the upcom-
ing movie Doctor G. The actor stated 
that she felt empowered because she 
had the opportunity to be in a film 
that literally shook the shackles of 
a patriarchal society and addressed 
certain sensitive issues subtly.

She reiterated the fact that it is never 
about the length of the role but how 
it is making an impact on the whole 
narrative, and that is the driving force 
that makes her choose a film.

On working with Ayushmann 
Khurrana in Doctor G, Rakul said, 
“It was amazing to work with some-

one who adds a lot to the narrative. 
We kept cracking random jokes as he 
hails from Chandigarh, and even my 
mother is from Chandigarh, so we 
have shared a good repartee.”

She also addressed the fact that 
there’s a positive wave of change not 
only in the industry but globally, 
where women are taking charge. 
“Feminism is not about hating men; 
rather, it’s more about giving equal 
opportunities to both men and wom-
en,” she added.

With the southern industry being 
widely celebrated, she expressed 
that it can be difficult to balance both 
Hindi and Telugu cinema, adding, 
“Unfortunately, there are only 365 
days in a year, and with 5 releases in 
a year, I really want to give more time 
to the Hindi cinema.”

“I feel like the boundaries have 
blurred, and I think in India, we can 
make  amazing cinema,” she added.

WHEN LOVE TURNS LETHAL
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the years to come. But it 

appears that there are many 
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system and have fallen prey 
to the uncontrolled lust 

and anger of men.
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Ira Singhal is an IAS officer who suf-
fers from scoliosis, a spine-related 
disorder that disrupts arm move-
ment. But this did not stop her from 
pursuing her dream and sitting for 
the civil service exam. And also 
topping it at age 30 in 2014. Ira ap-
peared on “We Women Want” this 
week and opened up about how she 
paved her path to success in con-
versation with Priya Sahgal, Senior 
Executive Editor of NewsX.

unforMidaBle spiriT
On the show, Ira spoke about her 
never-say-die spirit that spurred 
her on and the support she got from 
her parents, especially her father. “I 
was never treated as a special child 
or one who is physically handi-
capped, and so I should be treated 
with kid gloves. That helped me feel 
like I could achieve anything,” she 
expressed, and indeed, that is what 

she has done. She is now the brand 
ambassador of many departments, 
including the ministry of social jus-
tice and empowerment.

facinG cHallenGes 
Ira also talked about how she dealt 
with bullying, both online and of-
fline. In fact, when asked if her 
physical disabilities ever bothered 
her, she retorted that she doesn’t 
need to be tall to achieve anything 
that she hasn’t yet. It is this kind of 
spirit that we promote on the show, 
which is fast becoming a support 
group on all women related issues, 
as we celebrate the winners but also 
reach out to those in need and help 
find solutions.

Catch fresh episodes of ‘We Wom-
en Want’ every Saturday at 7:30 PM 
on NewsX. The programme will also 
be streamed live on major OTT plat-
forms, including Dailyhunt, Zee5, 
MX Player, ShemarooMe, Watcho, 
Mzaalo, Jio TV, Tata Play and PayTm 
livestreams.

Priya Sahgal in conversation with iaS ira Singhal.

The outlook changes as you become 
a mother. You look for roles that will 
set a good example for your children, 
and everything that you do, you think 
of how it will affect them first.



Happiness is generative. 
It is experienced as 
an abundance of good 
feelings. To be happy, I 
must accumulate pure 
karma. Giving is the 
karma that increases 
my happiness. Today let 
me generate happiness 
through pure intentions 
and actions.

A thought 
for todAy

Most people wish to have 
physical and financial security, 
material comforts, and good 
relationships. The ultimate 
aim behind having all these is 
to live a happy life. 

The kind of experiences we 
have in life depends on sev-
eral factors. Being born in a 
wealthy family where one 
does not have to suffer priva-
tions does give one a head start 
in life, as one has resources 
and opportunities to learn 
and grow that others may not 
have.

Learning, in turn, enables 
one to develop a broader per-
spective that helps in dealing 
with different situations and 
making better judgments. All 
that helps us achieve success in 
our endeavours.

In addition, if we are sur-
rounded by caring and sup-

portive souls, it provides an 
environment that helps in 
our healthy emotional devel-
opment, making us similarly 
kind and helpful towards oth-
ers. This makes for happy rela-
tionships and a contented life.

If the people we live with 
are also upright and of sound 
character, it provides us an 
added advantage as we are able 
to inculcate the right values at 
an early age, which keeps us on 
the right track in life. 

All these factors go a long 
way in helping us live a happy 
life. But by no means do they 
provide a guarantee of happi-
ness.

It is said that if happiness 
is not in one’s destiny, one 
cannot experience it even if 
one has all the trappings of 
a happy life, and one who is 
destined to be happy will be so 
with little. 

There are instances of men 
and women who had wealth, 
power, fame and even a lov-
ing family, but they were still 
unhappy because of a flaw in 
their character. The character 
defect caused them to say or 
do things that were not right. 
If the seed is defective, what 
will it produce? 

Happiness cannot be bought, 
achieved, or consumed. It is 
the result of virtuous actions. 

As the law of karma tells us, 
we reap what we sow. Happi-
ness flows from purity, peace, 
love, truth, and generosity. If I 
live these virtues, I will natu-
rally experience happiness. 
On the other hand, if my life 
is bereft of virtues, true and 
lasting happiness will remain 
a mirage that I will chase 
without success. As Christ 

said, it is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich man to enter 
the kingdom of God. The fault 
here does not lie in the rich 
man’s affluence, but in the ar-
rogance and spiritual poverty 
that often come with too much 
wealth.

To cultivate virtues, I have to 
first realise the truth that I am 

a soul. Virtues are intrinsic to 
the soul. When I live with the 
awareness that I am a soul, 
virtues are expressed in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. 
When I mentally connect with 
God, the father of all souls 
and the ocean of virtues, His 
qualities begin to flow into me. 
When the soul is thus replen-
ished with power and virtues, 

it is able to rid itself of defects 
and weaknesses. Regular 
connection with God even-
tually frees the soul from the 
influence of vices, and when 
it has achieved this liberation, 
it begins to experience lasting 
happiness.

B.K. Mruthyunjaya is Executive 
Secretary of the Brahma Kumaris.

Achieving lAsting hAppiness
blissfulness

As most people in the 
world know, the 
Queen of England 

died a short while ago. Part 
of her exemplary life, among 
many other qualities, was 
that she approached events 
and people with calm and 
compassion. It is difficult to 
imagine that death held any 
fear for her. Speaking to the 
nation a short time before 
her departure, she quoted 
something she attributed to 
an aboriginal nation: 

“We are all visitors to this 
time, this place. We are just 
passing through. Our pur-
pose here is to observe, to 
learn, to grow, to love… and 
then we return home.”

Her own Christian faith 
gave her great courage and 
power to fulfil the responsi-
bilities that had been thrust 
upon her, at a young age. Re-
ligion, at its best, helps us to 
steer through and overcome 
the negativities fear stirs in 
us.

When we are afraid, we 
tend to react in selfish and 
sometimes violent or even 
unthinkingly mob-like 
ways. The ‘still small voice’ 
within, which guides our 
higher selves, becomes 
drowned out by blind emo-
tion.

We all have both goodness, 
and limitations, within us, 
and religions give advice 
on how to live aligned with 
inner virtue. Most tell us to 
have a generous heart, free 
from animosity, so that we 
remain full of good wishes 
for others.

Many of us, however, car-
ry burdens from past expe-
riences that get in the way 
of our benevolence. It is one 
thing to hear the advice, and 
another to have the power to 

act on it.
In my experience, this 

power comes from accept-

ing that true goodness lies 
within each one of us, but 
at a soul level rather than 

when my consciousness is 
caught up too much with 
the physical side of exis-

tence.
Every day, I practise feel-

ing the truth of being a 

spark of pure spiritual en-
ergy, and that I have come 
from a Supreme Being 
whose intrinsic nature is 
of love, peace, wisdom and 
joy.  As my relationship with 
that One deepens, those 
qualities return inside me 
and my fearful tendencies, 
and the negative behaviours 
to which they give rise, are 
gradually removed. 

Little by little, learning to 
identify with that inner be-
ing, the soul, rather than 
with the body, eliminates 
the fear of the separation 
of the two – which is what 
we call ‘death’. Death in fact 
does not exist other than in 
the physical sphere, as ex-
tensive research into Near 
Death Experiences (NDEs) 
has shown. Understanding 
this continuity of conscious-
ness, it becomes easy to ask: 
‘O death, where is thy sting?’ 

At their best, meditation 
and prayer involve con-
sciously moving into an 
awareness of this place of 
safety, the realm of eter-
nal truths that lies beyond 

time and space. Such prac-
tice is made easier as we 
‘die’ to temporary, worldly 
pleasures, which curtail 
our freedom and drain our 
happiness when they exert 
an excessive hold on our 
thoughts and feelings.

By reminding myself, like 
Queen Elizabeth, that I will 
at some point return to the 
home beyond - Paramdham 
- I become better able to live, 
learn and love in the here 
and now.

Woody Allen, the Ameri-
can comedian, actor and 
film producer, quipped: 
“I’m not afraid of death - I 
just don’t want to be there 
when it happens!” But if I 
learn to ‘die alive’ now, and 
become a master rather 
than a slave to my senses, I 
will find myself becoming 
free of fear – and ready to 
lift off easily when the time 
comes.

Neville Hodgkinson is a  
UK-based author and journal-
ist, and a long-time student of 
Rajyoga.

living And dying without feAr
courAge

Neville hodgkiNsoN

B.k. MruthyuNjAyA

eric le reste

True recognition of the self 
will lead to natural self-es-
teem. Once the self is recog-
nised and experienced, then 
dignity is restored to the 
soul. This is less about a psy-
chological understanding of 
the workings of the mind, 
but more about achieving 
spiritual upliftment in the 
human world. Rajyoga is the 
making of self-sovereigns 
through transformation 
with the power of medita-
tion. 

However, the journey to 
being a self-sovereign is not 
a straightforward ascend-

ing journey. It is much more 
like a game of ‘Snakes and 
Ladders’. A children’s board 
game that has 100 squares. 
On some of the numbered 
squares is the start of a lad-
der and on others the head of 
a snake. If you shake the dice 
and it takes you to a ladder, 
you go further up the board, 
if you land on a snake you 
return to squares you have 
already passed, depending 
on the length of the snake’s 
body. We climb many rungs 
of the ladder, but whenever 
there is a time that I am faced 
with something I lack cour-
age for, for example, then I 
know that the rung of the 
ladder I am on is weak, and 
it will not hold me. That is 
when I must snake my way 
back, to earlier rungs of un-
derstanding. 

There are five steps to 
self-sovereignty, with three 
components to each. They 
are like the building blocks 
of my spiritual personality, 
not my physical personality. 

The first block, or rung of the 
ladder is:

Who AM i?
Self-understanding: How 
do I function? What are the 
elements, the mechanics of 
the self?

Knowing the self: I discov-
er who I really am by under-

standing what I am.
Recognising the self: This 

is when I recognise what 
was there all along. The soul 
has been buried under so 
many layers of false identi-
ties; roles, positions, talents, 
skills – all as temporary as 
a piece of clothing, that will 
last only so long and then be 

discarded.

hoW do i see 
Myself?
Self-acceptance: I accept all 
that I discover, all the good 
and all the not so good.

Self-detachment: Only 
with this can I look at the 
whole without judgement of 

the self.
Self-respect:  Which means 

I will behave in ways that 
will only bring spiritual 
benefit to the self. I will make 
peace with the self.

How do I feel about myself?
Self-valorisation: When the 

head (the intellect) explores 
the self to and gives true val-
ue full of regard to the self.

Self-confidence: Based on 
the value I have attributed to 
what I have discovered about 
the self so far, all actions will 
be based on that – totally dif-
ferent to the ego.

Self-esteem: Now we are 
halfway to the final goal. 
Now I can see the full poten-
tial.

WhAt do i Believe 
ABout My 
poteNtiAl?
Faith in the self: This is based 
on a connection with God. 
When I am connected with 
God, the purest form of love 
and peace, then I can have 
faith in the self.

Forgiving the self: This is a 
pivotal point. I realise the so 
much bigger self, and under-
stand that any guilt or shame 
lingering from the past will 
obstruct this blossoming 
of the full potential. It will 
bring too much heaviness. 
When we realise that the 
past is truly gone, it is in the 
past, it is then that I can for-
give and create… love…

Loving the self: This will 
become a permanent state 
of being because of the ear-
lier rungs I have climbed, 
or the blocks I have used to 
construct the real me.

And finally…

WhAt do i WANt to 
BecoMe?
This is the final push to-
wards the complete, whole, 
pure self.

Self-realisation: I now 
have the complete vision of 
myself. 

Self-transformation: There 
cannot be true transforma-
tion without realisation and 

it will not happen without all 
the other steps on the rungs 
of the ladder, so I will need 
to go back to earlier things I 
needed to explore for deep-
er understanding. This all 
needs power and strength, 
and it produces…

Self-sovereignty: Because 
without it there is no real 
happiness.

The biggest enemy in all of 
this game, is my old self; my 
insistence on holding on to 
the habit patterns, thinking 
processes, old beliefs and 
entrenched prejudices about 
the world, based on the belief 
that I am the body, the role, 
the position, the praise or 
the defamation. Holding on 
to the small, tiny perspective 
of this one lifetime. Let me let 
go, and climb to the highest I 
can really be.
Eric Le Reste is a journalist 
and producer for the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation, 
and coordinates the activities 
of Brahma Kumaris centres in 
Canada.

Self-recognition to self-esteem
introspection

Learning to identify with the soul, rather than with the body, eliminates the fear of death.

When I let go of old thinking processes, beliefs and habits, I can climb to the highest I can really be.

Happiness flows from purity, peace, love, truth, and generosity.

spiritually speaking the daily guardian review
saturday |  26 november 2022
new delhi14



sports 15the daily guardian review
saturday |  26 november 2022

new delhi

ISL

INJURY

EXPERT OPINION

Indian bowling 
got exposed in 
Auckland

Team India’s bowling got 
exposed in the first match 
played against New Zealand 
in Auckland. The inexperi-
ence of these bowlers came 
to the fore. When two bowl-
ers are making their debut 
and the ground is small, it 
is very important to have a 
sixth bowling option. The 
lack of wicket-taking bowl-
ers was clearly visible in this 
match.

Earlier, Yuvraj Singh, Vi-
rat Kohli, and Rohit Sharma 
also used to provide many 
options for the captain by 
bowling, but on Friday, it 
was not so. Now, not hav-
ing a sixth bowling option 
proves to be the biggest 
concern for the team. This 
is what happened in Auck-
land.If Team India scored 
306 runs; Indian bowlers 
should have been able to 
defend that total. This per-
formance is a lesson for the 
remaining two matches, 
where the Indian batsmen 
will have to target at least 
325 runs against New Zea-
land. Although it is common 
to score 300 runs today, it is 
also a fact that it is not pos-
sible for batsmen to score 
above 300 in every match. 
It is obvious that the bowlers 
will also have to fulfill their 
responsibilities well.

Even in India, these many 
runs are usually scored. 
Among the Indian bowlers, 
Umran Malik has raised 
great hopes for the future 
by bowling well. He bowled 
at a good pace. As far as the 
batting is concerned, while 
Sanju Samson and Shreyas 
Iyer are playing to cement 
their place in the team, Wil-
liamson and Tom Latham 
have their places confirmed. 
The team management will 
have to do the work of boost-
ing the confidence of our 
players. There is no clarity 
regarding the playing XI in 
India due to teams in all 
three formats. It is a good 
thing that many players are 
getting called up to Team In-
dia. I’m just waiting for the 
young players to take ad-
vantage of these opportuni-
ties, but I’m concerned that 
too much cricket will harm 
the players. The schedul-
ing committee of the BCCI 
should ensure that the series 
is scheduled in a planned 
manner. Secondly, seeing 
the way foreign players play 
sweep and reverse sweep 
against Indian bowlers, our 
bowlers do not get that much 
of an idea of line length, nor 
do field placements look ide-
al in view of reverse sweep. 

The author is a Dronacharya 
Award winner besides being the 
coach of Virat Kohli

Happy with way players fought until 
last minute: Odisha FC head coach 

In match week eight of the 
Hero Indian Super League 
(ISL) on Thursday at the 
Kalinga Stadium in Bhu-
baneswar, Odisha FC head 
coach Josep Gombau hailed 
his team’s spirit after the jug-
gernauts defeated Chennai-
yin FC in a five-goal thriller.

With a penalty from Diego 
Mauricio and an own goal 
from Vafa Hakhamaneshi, 
the Kalinga Warriors were 
up 2-0. However, the visi-
tors fought back when Ab-
denasser El Khayati scored a 
brace in the game. However, 
Gombau’s team scored the 
decisive goal in injury time, 
with Nandhakumar Sekar 

notching his goal in the 96th 
minute. The team is now tied 
on points with Mumbai City 
FC, who is in second place, 
as read in a statement re-
leased by ISL Media.

“First of all, we are happy 
with the three points that we 
got. The first half was very 
good, and we dominated 
it. We scored, and we had a 
couple more chances to go 
into halftime, winning 2-0. 
The second half was more 
equal. We scored a penalty, 
but Chennaiyin FC pressed 
us a lot and they played well. 
They are a good team with a 
strong winning mentality, 
and after that, it was 2-2,” the 
head coach expressed.

The coach was happy with 
the team’s performance and 

appreciated the players for 
the fight they put in.

“Even at 2-2, we tried to 
score the third goal, and we 
scored after a minute. We 
showed the mentality and 
the character that the boys 
have, and we take it game 
by game (from here). (At 
the moment), the Hero ISL 

standings are very close, and 
if we had lost, Chennayin FC 
would have gone ahead of us. 
I’m happy with the way the 
players fought until the last 
minute to win the game,” 
added Gombau.

Odisha FC and Chennai-
yin FC ended in dramatic 
fashion in the Indian Super 
League (ISL) at the Kalinga 
Stadium in Bhubaneswar on 
Thursday.

A 96th-minute Nandhaku-
mar Sekar goal clinched a 3-2 
win for the juggernauts after 
Chennaiyin FC had scored 
the equaliser in the 94th 
minute via an Abdenasser 
El Khayati penalty.

The team will now face 
NorthEast United FC in their 
next ISL encounter.

ATK Mohun Bagan’s Joni 
Kauko set to be on sidelines

Joni Kauko, the star mid-
fielder for ATK Mohun 
Bagan, has been sidelined 
after sustaining a serious 
knee injury in their previ-
ous game in the Hero Indian 
Super League (ISL) 2022-23 
against FC Goa at the Jawa-
harlal Nehru Stadium in 
Margao on Sunday.

ATK Mohun Bagan shared 
the message with the fans 
and announced Kauko’s time 
off from the game due to the 
injury. The official statement 
from the club said, “Joni 
Kauko is set for a lengthy 
spell out of action after sus-
taining a knee injury. Speedy 
recovery, Joni.”

Th e  m i d f i e l de r  wa s 
brought off the field in the 
59th minute against FC Goa 
as the team lost the match 
0-3.

The Finnish international, 
who has started each game 
this season for Juan Fernan-
do’s team, has been crucial. 

He has earned the coach’s 
faith by putting on outstand-
ing individual displays, scor-
ing twice, and scoring the 
equaliser in their intense 
battle against Mumbai City 
FC.

The sixth-place finish of 
the Kolkata-based team in 
the standings might be fatal 

for Ferrando’s aspirations if 
Kauko were to be sidelined 
from action for a long period 
of time.

In matchweek eight of the 
ISL 2022-23, ATK Mohun 
Bagan and Hyderabad FC 
will square off at Vivekanan-
da Yuba Bharti Krirangan in 
Kolkata on Saturday.
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LATHAM, WILLIAMSON POWER 
NZ TO WIN AGAINST INDIA
Tom Latham and Kane Wil-

liamson stitched a record 
fourth-wicket partnership 

to guide New Zealand to a seven-
wicket victory against India at 
Eden Park in Auckland on Fri-
day.

The first ODI of the three-match 
series saw multiple records bro-
ken after the Kiwi duo of Latham 
and Williamson hammered the 
Indian bowlers to share a 221-
run stand. New Zealand made a 
mockery of the chase as the left-
hander remained unbeaten on 
145 runs while the Kiwi captain 
carried his bat through, scoring 
94 runs.

Debutant Umran Malik was the 
only positive from the second in-
nings for India, as the pacer ac-
counted for two Kiwi batters and 
impressed with his pace.

In pursuit of the total, New Zea-
land got off to a flying start, with 
openers Finn Allen and Devon 
Conway finding boundaries right 
away.

India opened with debutant 
Arshdeep Singh, who has 
had a meteoric rise in cricket 
ever since he debuted for 
India’s T20 side. But the left-
arm pacer failed to replicate his 
T20I heroics as he was taken to 
the cleaners by the Kiwi openers, 

scoring 25 runs in his first three 
overs.

All-rounder Shardul Thakur 
drew first blood as he dismissed 

Allen after sticking to the fourth 
stump line. The batter poked at 
the ball, and the inside edge was 
gobbled up by Pant behind the 
stumps.

Kiwi captain Kane Williamson 
walked onto the crease at num-
ber three, eager to answer with 
his bat amidst criticism for his 
batting in the recently conclud-
ed T20 World Cup.

The right-hander got togeth-
er with Conway to stitch a 33-

run partnership for the second 
wicket.

Conway struggled for timing 
after hitting the initial boundar-
ies and looked very scratchy in 
his brief stay, which was ended 

by debutant Umran Malik.
Malik scalped his maiden ODI 

wicket in the 16th over and re-
duced the Kiwi team to 68/2 in 
15.1 overs.

The Srinagar-born speedster 
struck again in the 20th over to 
put India ahead in the game. Ma-
lik dismissed Daryl Mitchell for 
11 off 16 balls.

India seemed to be ahead 
of their Kiwi opponents, 

but Williamson shared a 
match-winning fourth-
wicket partnership with 
left-hander Tom Latham 

to see his side through.
The duo clobbered the inexperi-

enced bowling attack all over the 
park. While Latham played the 

role of the aggressor, Williamson 
played second fiddle, keeping the 
scoreboard ticking.

Right-hander Williamson se-
cured his fifty in the 29th over 
after he pulled pacer Shardul 
Thakur for a four, finding form 
after his World Cup debacle.

Latham reached his hundred in 
the 40th, where he smashed four 
boundaries and a six, absolutely 
bludgeoning Thakur.

The Kiwi team reached the tar-
get with almost three overs to 
spare.

Earlier, a late flourish from 
Washington Sundar and sub-
lime batting performances from 
other batters helped India post a 
daunting total of 306/7 against 
New Zealand at Eden Park in 
Auckland on Friday.

Top knocks from Shreyas Iyer, 
Shikhar Dhawan, and Shubman 
Gill helped India get past the 
300-run mark in the first ODI of 
the three-match series as India 
racked up 96 runs from the last 
10 overs.

Tom Latham was declared 
“Player of the Match” for his sen-
sational inning, which helped his 
team secure a win.

Brief Score: New Zealand 309/3 
(Tom Latham 145*, Kane Wil-
liamson 94*; Umran Malik 2-66) 
vs India 306/7 (Shreyas Iyer 80, 
Shikhar Dhawan 72; Lockie Fer-
guson 3-59)

OUT FOR THIS SEASON

Laxmikant Kattimani, the 
goalkeeper for Hyderabad 
FC, will miss the remainder 
of the Indian Super League 
(ISL) 2022-2023 season after 
suffering a knee injury ear-
lier this month.

Hyderabad FC announced 
the news on its Twitter han-
dle and informed fans about 
the goalkeeper’s absence for 
the rest of the season. The of-
ficial statement from the club 
read, “Goalkeeper Kattimani 
is ruled out for the remainder 
of the season after picking up 
a knee injury in the match 
against Jamshedpur FC!”

On 9 November, at the 
JRD Tata Sports Complex in 

Jamshedpur, the current ISL 
champions were pitching 
against Jamshedpur FC.

In the 38th minute, Kat-
timani was forced to be re-
placed as Hyderbad FC went 

on to win the game by a lone 
goal.

With four clean sheets in 
six games, the shot-stopper 
has been key to Hyderabad 
FC’s journey to the top of 
the table. Anuj Kumar and 
Gurmeet Singh would now 
be the team’s mainstays, 
but it would be difficult for 
the defending champions to 
replace one of their longest-
tenured players, who was 
a key component in their 
championship victory last 
season.

In their upcoming game, 
Hyderabad FC will take on 
ATK Mohun Bagan on Sun-
day in matchweek 8 of the 
ISL 2022-2023 at the Vive-
kananda Yuba Bharti Kri-
rangan in Kolkata.

HYDERABAD FC GOALKEEPER LAXMIKANT 
KATTIMANI RULED OUT FOR REMAINDER OF ISL

NEW BEGINNINGS

Martin Guptill joins Melbourne Renegades 
in BBL after release from NZ contract

New Zealand opener Martin 
Guptill has signed with the 
Melbourne Renegades for 
the 2022 Big Bash League 
(BBL) season, just days after 
being released from his New 
Zealand contract.

After the Melbourne Stars 
drafted Trent Boult in the 
overseas player draft in Au-
gust, Guptill has joined the 
list of New Zealanders who 
have been freed from their 
national contracts to play in 
the BBL. Like Boult, Guptill 
has not left New Zealand 
cricket, but he has chosen not 
to sign a contract in order to 
have more freedom to play in 
T20 franchise competitions.

He joins the Renegades 
as a replacement for Liam 
Livingstone, who withdrew 
from the competition entirely 
after being selected for Eng-
land’s Test squad due to his 
increased international com-
mitment. Livingstone was 

the top pick in the overseas 
pick.

Beginning on December 28, 
Guptill will play the final 10 
games of the regular season. 
Andre Russell will take Liv-
ingstone’s spot for the first 
four games of the season.

The Kiwi batter expressed 
his excitement to play for the 
BBL team and termed his 
next assignment as a chal-
lenge he is looking forward 

to. “I’m excited to be joining 
the Renegades and am look-
ing forward to being part 
of the Big Bash this season. 
This is a new challenge for 
me, and it will be nice to 
call Melbourne home for 
the summer. I’ll be trying to 
make as many runs as I can 
to help drive the Renegades 
back up the ladder and push 
for team success. I’ve crossed 
paths with a few of the guys 

over the years on the interna-
tional circuit and know this 
will be a great team environ-
ment to be part of. I can’t wait 
to join up with the team after 
Christmas and play in front 
of plenty of Renegades fans 
at Marvel Stadium [Dock-
lands] and in Geelong,” Gup-
till said.

Guptill has participated in 
one BBL game, representing 
the Sydney Thunder in the 

2012 Sydney Derby.
“We’re delighted to have a 

player of Martin’s calibre join 
the Renegades, and we’re 
excited that he has chosen 
to play for our club. Martin’s 
record over a long period of 
time in the shortest form of 
the game for New Zealand 
and in domestic competi-
tions around the world 
speaks for itself. We know 
Martin will add a wealth of 
experience and knowledge 
to our playing group and 
look forward to seeing what 
he can produce in red,” Ren-
egades General Manager 
James Rosengarten said.

“Signing Martin and An-
dre over the past month has 
been a great outcome for 
our club. With Andre play-
ing the first four matches 
and Martin joining us from 
there, we now have a world-
class player available for the 
duration of the tournament, 
which will help give us every 
chance of success in BBL 12,” 
he added.

Martin Guptill

Kane Williamson and Tom Latham during the 1st ODI match against India.

RAJ KUMAR SHARMA
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CONVINCING WIN

Dia, Diedhiou, Dieng help 
Senegal beat host Qatar 3-1 

Goals from Boulaye Dia, Fa-
mara Diedhiou and Bamba 
Dieng helped Senegal reg-
ister a convincing 3-1 win 
over host Qatar in the Group 
A match being played at Al 
Thumama Stadium. Mo-
hammed Muntari scored 
the lone goal for the host and 
became the first goal-scorer 
for the country. 

Senegal also enjoyed more 
possession having 55 per 
cent of it in comparison to 
Qatar which had only 45. 
The African side also had 
five shots on target in com-
parison to Qatar who had 
three. In the fourth minute, 
Senegal’s Ismaila Sarr right 
footed shot from a diffi-
cult angle on the right was 
close but misses to the right. 
Eleven minutes later Qatar’s 

Akram Afif ’s right-footed 
shot from outside the box 
went above the goal post.

In the 20th minute, Qatar 
player Ismaeel Mohammad 
was shown a yellow card 
for a bad foul. Four minutes 
later Krepin Diatta’s assist 
helped Idrissa Gueye strike 
a right-footed shot from out-
side the box but the attempt 
went wide.

Qatar’s yet another at-
tempt went high when Ab-
delkarim Hassan left footed 
shot from outside the box 
went high.

In the 30th minute, Ed-
ouard Mendy’s assist helped 
Senegal Ismaila Sarr take a 
right-footed shot from out-
side the box but was saved 
in the bottom left corner.

In the 41st minute, Bou-
laye Dia’s right-footed shot 
from the centre of the box 
to the bottom left corner 

helped Senegal take a 1-0 
lead which they maintained 
going into half-time.

In the second half too 
Senegal looked more con-
vincing scoring a goal in the 
48th minute. Mohammed 
Muntari pulled one goal 
back for Qatar by scoring in 
the 78th minute. Assisted by 
Ismaeel Mohammad with a 
cross Muntari’s header from 
the centre of the box went on 
to hit the bottom of the left 
corner. Muntari became 
the first goal-scorer for his 
country in the FIFA World 
Cup. His goal made the fans 
erupt in joy.

But the joy of home fans 
was short-lived as six min-
utes later Bamba Dieng once 
again restored a two-goal 
lead for Senegal. The West 
African maintained this lead 
right till the end and sealed 
the match 3-1 in their favour. 

 GROUP B

Cheshmi, Rezaeian guide Iran to 2-0 win over Wales

Roozbeh Cheshmi and 
Ramin Rezaeian’s goals in 
stoppage time helped Iran 
stun Wales 2-0 in a Group B 
match here at Ahmed bin Ali 
Stadium.

Substitute Roozbeh Chesh-
mi’s goal in the 98th minute 
took the game from Wales as 
they scored a goal in injury 
time to take a crucial 1-0 lead. 
Things were on level terms 
till Wales’ goalkeeper Wayne 
Hennessey got a red card in 
the 86th minute. Iran took 
advantage of 10-man Wales 
and scored the decisive goal.

The Asian side who suf-
fered a heavy defeat in their 
previous match against Eng-
land made it 2-0 as Ramin 
Rezaeian scored off a coun-

ter-attack to seal the victory. 
Gareth Bale created history 
for Wales as he was playing 
in his 110th appearance for 
the country.

In the seventh minute, Me-
hdi Taremi’s assist helped 
Iran’s Sardar Azmoun take 
an attempt but his right-foot-

ed shot from outside the box 
was saved in the bottom left 
corner.

Five minutes later Wales’ 
Connor Roberts came with 
a cross where Kieffer Moore 
played a right-footed shot 
from the centre of the box but 
it was saved in the centre of 

the goal.
In the 15th minute, Sardar 

Azmoun tried a through 
ball, but Ali Gholizadeh was 
caught offside. Five minutes 
later Mehdi Taremi’s yet an-
other assist helped Ahmad 
Noorollahi from taking a 
shot but his right-footed 
shot from outside the box 
was blocked.

In the 23rd minute, Sardar 
Azmoun’s header from the 
centre of the box went high 
and wide to the left. Six min-
utes later Kieffer Moore’s 
header pass went to Gareth 
Bale where his left-footed 
shot from outside the box 
was saved in the bottom right 
corner.

Moore created yet another 
opportunity in the 42nd 
minute but Harry Wilson’s 
left-footed shot from the left 

side of the box was blocked.
In the 44th minute, Ethan 

Ampadu tried a through 
ball but Bale was caught on 
the offside. In the stoppage 
time, Joe Rodon of Wales was 
shown a yellow card for com-
mitting a foul.

In the dying moments of 
the first half, Iran pressed 
again but Mehdi Taremi’s 
left-footed shot from the 
centre of the box missed to 
the right. In the very next 
minute, Ahmad Noorollahi’s 
right-footed shot from out-
side the box was also saved 
in the centre of the goal. 
The first half resulted in a 
score of 0-0. Playing their 
first World Cup in 64 years 
Wales have only one point in 
two matches as their previ-
ous match against the USA 
ended in a draw. 

Richarlison scored 
two goals in the 
space of nine min-

utes as Brazil overpow-
ered Serbia in the second 
half to clinch victory by 
2-0 in the Group G game 
of the ongoing FIFA 
World Cup 2022 at the 
Lusail Stadium.

Five-time champions 
Brazil announced their 
arrival in style as they de-
feated Serbia to go top of 
Group G. For more than an 
hour, the European team 
held the top-ranked team 
at bay, but the Tottenham 
striker Richarlison finally 
gave Brazil the lead with 
a close-range finish after 
Vanja Milinkovic-Savic 
deflected Vinicius Junior’s 
shot into his path.

Serbia made it challeng-
ing for an hour. By the 
time the match was done, 
it was impossible to re-
call that Brazil had been 
so ruthless in destroy-
ing their opponents. The 
openings were there for 
Serbia to take advantage 
of as soon as they had to 
look for a goal.

Then, Richarlison ex-
ploded the Lusail Stadium 
in Qatar with an incred-
ible turn-and-shot goal 
that sailed past the Ser-

bia goalkeeper to double 
the lead. His outstanding 
performance more than 
justified Brazil’s decision 
to choose him as their 
striker over Arsenal’s Ga-
briel Jesus.

As Tite’s players at-
tempted to break down a 
stubborn Serbian team, 

Raphinha earlier missed 
opportunities to score the 
game-winning goal either 
side of halftime, shooting 
tamely on both occasions. 
Alex Sandro’s swerving 
effort from distance also 
struck the foot of the post.

Brazil played well de-
fensively as they ex-

tended their 20-game 
streak of perfect World 
Cup opening games. This 
turned out to be a strong 
start, even though there 
would be tougher tests 
as the five-time champi-
ons attempt to end their 
20-year drought in this  
competition. 

 GROUP G MATCH 
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 FLYING START

GAKPO’S GOAL HELPS NETHERLANDS 
TAKE 1-0 LEAD AT HALF-TIME

Cody Gakpo’s scored once 
again for the Netherlands as 
the Dutch took a 1-0 lead go-
ing into half-time against Ec-
uador in a Group A match at 
the Khalifa International Sta-
dium on Friday. Netherlands 
and Ecuador began their 
respective FIFA World Cup 
2022 campaigns with three 
points, beating Senegal and 
Qatar respectively. The 2010 
finalists got off to a flying start 
as in the sixth minute, with 
an assist from Davy Klaas-
sen, Gakpo’s left-footed shot 
from outside the box found 
the bottom left corner of the 
Ecuadorian post.

Five minutes later, a headed 

assist from Pervis Estupinan 
Ecuador’s saw Enner Valen-
cia let fly a left-footed shot 
from the left side of the box. 
However, the attempt was 
blocked.

Valencia once again pressed 
hard with a right-footed 

strike from outside the box 
with the help of Michael Es-
trada’s assist. However, it was 
saved in the bottom left cor-
ner. In the 33rd minute, Jheg-
son Mendez found a through 
ball but Pervis Estupinan 
was caught offside. 
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Brazilian footballer Richarlison de Andrade takes a shot during the match against Serbia in the ongoing 
FIFA World Cup 2022, at Lusail Stadium, on Friday.

BRAZIL WAIT ON 
NEYMAR SCAN 
AFTER ANKLE 

INJURY 
Lusail: Concerns have been 
raised after Brazil’s Neymar’s 
fitness limped out of his 
side’s 2-0 victory against 
Serbia in their FIFA World 
Cup opener. Brazil forward 
was injured after a blow to 
his ankle and looked in agony 
as the ice was taped to his 
ankle. As per Skysports, 
Brazil team doctor Rodrigo 
Lasmar joined manager 
Tite in the post-match press 
conference and said that the 
star player Neymar will have 
a scan following the ankle 
blow. “Neymar had an injury 
on the right ankle, direct 
trauma. Due to the shock that 
he had with the knee of the 
Serbian player, we started 
immediately the treatment on 
the bench. He continued with 
the treatment with the phys-
iotherapy,” said Lasmar. “We 
need 24-48 hours to have a 
better understanding through 
the MRI. Tomorrow we will 
have a new assessment. 
Now we need to wait, we 
cannot make any premature 
comments on his evolution. 
We need to wait. He stayed 
11 minutes on the pitch after 
his injury up until the point he 
could no longer continue,” he 
added. “Neymar, he felt this 
pain throughout the game. 
But he decided to stay on the 
pitch to help the team. It’s 
remarkable that he could 
bare this pain while the team 
is playing,” Brazil manager 
Tite added.

Iran’s Morteza Pouraliganji in action during the match against Wales 
in the ongoing FIFA World Cup 2022, at Ahmed bin Ali Stadium, in Al 
Rayyan on Friday.

 MILESTONE

CRISTIANO RONALDO BECOMES FIRST PLAYER 
TO SCORE IN 5 WORLD CUPS

Cristiano Ronaldo added 
another gem to his already 
decorated hat as he became 
the first player in history to 
score in five different World 
Cups as his penalty helped 
Portugal register a 3-2 thrill-
ing victory over Ghana in 
a Group H encounter on 
Thursday. The Portugal 
captain achieved this mile-
stone after he converted a 
penalty in the 65th minute 
of the game against Ghana 
on Thursday. Ronaldo has 
become the first player to 
score in five different edi-
tions of the World Cup 
(2006, 2010, 2014, 2018, 
2022)

One of the most decorated 

players in the history of the 
game must feel relieved 
since he was in the prover-
bial “eye of the storm” fol-
lowing his departure from 
Manchester United.

Talking about the match, 
Ronaldo grabbed centre 
stage throughout the game 

as well, but for some reason 
as he wasted two golden op-
portunities in the early go-
ing. Ronaldo dominated the 
build-up to the game as the 
aftermath of his contentious 
interview last week contin-
ued. Otavio’s through pass 
allowed Ghana’s Lawrence 

Ati-Zigi to race off his line 
and deny him in a one-on-
one situation first. Then, 
minutes later, he strangely 
headed a Raphael Guerreiro 
cross wide at the far post.

Ronaldo did manage to 
put the ball in the back of the 
net as Portugal maintained 
their lead in the 31st minute, 
but the referee ruled that he 
had fouled Alexander Djiku 
before beating Ati-Zigi, so 
his celebrations were cut 
short.

In the first half, Portugal’s 
skipper continued to cut 
a frustrated figure by fail-
ing to take advantage of a 
Raphael Guerreiro header 
that fell to him inside the 
six-yard box, but the story 
changed drastically after the 
break.
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Cristiano Ronaldo in action against Ghana.

GOALLESS DRAW

Son will need time to re-adapt: 
South Korea boss Paolo Bento

South Korea coach Paulo 
Bento was delighted with 
his side’s performance 
against Uruguay as the 
team played out a goalless 
draw and urged fans not 
to concentrate too much on 
the fitness of star player Son 
Heung-min.

Uruguay and South Korea 
made numerous inroads but 
failed to convert it into goals 
in the Group H clash in the 
FIFA World Cup 2022 here 
at the Education City Sta-
dium. South Korea captain 
Heung-Min Son played with 
a face mask after suffering a 
fractured eye socket earlier 
this month, but the Totten-
ham Hotspur forward was 

unable to have much of an 
impact on the game.

South Korea boss Paolo 
Bento said that Son would 
require time to reach peak 
fitness after his recent fa-
cial injury after the Spurs 
forward struggled to make 
an impact against Uruguay.

“Son is a player who, up 

until his injury, had con-
tinuous rhythm and good 
performance,” said Bento. 
He had a serious injury, he 
was inactive for a consider-
able time. He only joined the 
team in the last few days. 
After an injury and being 
exposed to more aggressive 
games, it is natural it will 

take him some step to re-
adapt,” Bento was quoted 
as saying by Skysports.

Bento was particularly 
pleased that his side were 
able to match Uruguay’s 
levels of aggression, adding: 
“That was definitely one of 
the positives. We knew our 
opponent played intense 
football and we needed to up 
our game and we managed 
to do that in the first half, in 
particular.”

The Uruguay team went 
on to hit the post twice but 
failed to get past South Ko-
rea’s defence. The Koreans 
started the game with plenty 
of pressing in the first half. 
Heung-min Son floated 
one corner in but Uruguay 
cleared it eventually. The 
Asian team was in charge.
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Senegal’s Bamba Dieng celebrates after scoring a goal during the match against Qatar in the ongoing 
FIFA World Cup 2022, at Al Thumama Stadium, in Doha on Friday. 
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Netherlands Cody Gakpo celebrates with teammate Daley Blind after 
scoring a goal during the match against Ecuador in the ongoing FIFA 
World Cup 2022, at Khalifa International Stadium, in Doha on Friday.


