
With the search and 
rescue operation 
still underway 

in the Machchhu river for 
the missing people, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Tuesday made a visit to the 
bridge collapse site to take 
stock of the situation. Later, 
he chaired a high-level meet-
ing to review the situation 
and asked for a “detailed 
and extensive” inquiry to 
identify all aspects of the 
collapse tragedy. PM Modi 
said the need of the hour is 
to conduct a detailed and 
extensive inquiry which will 

identify all aspects relating to 
this mishap. “The key learn-
ings from the inquiry must 
be implemented at the very 
earliest.”

In the high level meeting, a 
decision was taken for state-
wide mourning in Gujarat on 
2 November. The national flag 
will be flown at half-mast on 
government buildings in the 
state on Wednesday and no 
government public functions, 
receptions, or entertainment 
programs will be held.  

Those present at the meet-
ing were CM Bhupendra 
Patel, state Home Minister 
Harsh Sanghavi, Minister 
Brijesh Merja, Chief Secre-
tary of Gujarat, State DGP, 

local Collector, SP, Inspector 
General of Police, MLAs and 
MPs and other officials.  

The Prime Minister also 
visited the Morbi Civil Hos-
pital where the injured are 
recovering. He also interacted 
with those involved in rescue 
and relief work and lauded 
their fortitude.  

Morbi District Collector 
said the death toll reached 
135 after one more injured 
succumbed at the District 
hospital. “With one more 
injured succumbing at the 
District hospital a while ago, 
the death toll stands at 135. 
A total of 14 persons are still 
hospitalized. One person is 
still reported to be missing 

and a search is on for him,” 
said the District Collector.

Indian Coast Guard, Indian 
Navy and National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) 
along with local adminis-
tration and other agencies 
are carrying out search and 
rescue operations at the spot 
of the Morbi bridge collapse. 
“With one more injured suc-
cumbing at the District hospi-
tal a while ago, the death toll 
stands at 135. A total of 14 
persons are still hospitalized. 
One person is still reported to 
be missing and a search is on 
for him,” told Morbi District 
Collector. 

Commandant Prasanna 

PM’s healing touch, says 
Full inquiry need oF hour

Morbi bridge collaPse collaPse aFterMath 

serious allegations at sco Meet

After Biden 
and Putin, 
Chinese 
President 
sends 
condolences 

gujarat govt says no role, 
coMPany behind bridge 
rePair locks its oFFice 

conMan sukesh: ‘i Paid 
rs 10 cr to satyendra jain’, 
kejriwal says ‘Fictitious’

India pitches for 
trade through 
Chabahar, instead 
of China’s BRI  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi also asks the 
authorities to be with the affected families. 

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping sent a message 
of condolence to Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu 
and Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi over the 
bridge collapse in Gu-
jarat, Reuters reported 
citing state media. 

“On behalf of the Chi-
nese government and 
the Chinese people, I 
would like to express 
our deep condolences to 
the victims and extend 
our sincere sympathy 
to their families and the 
injured,” Xi was quoted 
as saying by state broad-
caster CCTV. 

 The Oreva company in Gujarat’s Ahmedabad has locked its 
office after the Morbi bridge collapse.  Oreva is the company 
that renovated the Morbi bridge. Nine persons including of-
ficials of Oreva, ticket sellers and security men have been ar-
rested on Sunday under various sections of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC) for the Morbi bridge collapse in Gujarat.

Meanwhile, former Gujarat Deputy Chief Minister Nitin 
Patel refuted claims of the Gujarat government having any 
direct or indirect role and said that the renovation and open-
ing of the bridge were done by the Morbi administration. 
“Renovation and opening of the bridge were done by Morbi 
admin. Gujarat govt didn’t have any role in it, direct or indi-
rect. The old bridge was small and made for private use, but 
was opened to the public for tourist movement,” said Patel. 

The Former Deputy Chief Minister said that the work of 
renovation was given to the Oreva agency by the Morbi mu-
nicipality. “Oreva is an old company for repairing watches 
but only Morbi municipality knows on which qualification 
it handed over the work of bridge renovation,” he added.
A First Information Report (FIR) has also been filed by 

the Gujarat Police in the bridge collapse incident in Gu-
jarat’s Morbi district against private agencies for the at-
tempt to commit culpable homicide and culpable homicide 
not amounting to murder. 

Jailed conman Sukesh 
Chandrashekhar, who is 
facing several cases of cor-
ruption under the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act and 
Money Laundering Act has 
written to the Delhi Lieu-
tenant Governor V.K. Sax-
ena alleging that he was 
forced to pay Rs 10 crore 

“protection money” to the 
Aam Aadmi Party minister 
Satyender Jain. 

In his letter to L-G Sax-
ena the conman, who is 
currently lodged in Tihar 
Jail in the national capital, 
stated that he had known 

the AAP leader since 2015. 
Chandrashekhar also al-
leged that he has been re-
ceiving threats and was 
under pressure from Min-
ister Satyender Jain and 
Sandeep Goel, the Director 
General of Prison, Delhi, 
on corruption and extor-
tions. 

Replying to the allegation 
Delhi Chief Minister and 
AAP national convenor 
Arvind Kejriwal termed 
the conman’s allegations as 

‘completely fictitious’ story 
planted to divert attention 
from the Morbi bridge col-
lapse incident. 
“Morbi Tragedy occurred 

3 terrorists 
killed in j-k 
encounter, 
Fidayeen 
attack averted
Srinagar: aDgP 
Kashmir Vijay Kumar on 
Tuesday informed that 
three terrorists were 
killed in the awantipora 
encounter. regarding 
the awantipora en-
counter, aDgP Kashmir 
Vijay Kumar said, “LeT 
cmdr Mukhtar Bhat was 
among the three killed 
terrorists. as per source, 
he along with foreign 
terrorist was going for 
fidayeen attack on SFs 
camp. One aK-74 rifle, 
one aK-56 rifle and 1 
pistol were recovered. 
awantipora Police and 
army averted a major 
terror incident.” as per 
preliminary informa-
tion, the terrorists were 
involved in several terror 
crimes including killing 
of one aSi of CrPF and 
two rPF personnel.

3 held with 
gold worth 
over rs 2 cr at 
igi airPort
new DeLhi: The Cus-
toms air intelligent Unit, 
Delhi recently booked 
three passengers, al-
legedly smuggling gold 
worth more than rs 2 
crores concealed in the 
pockets of a body shaper 
belt in the indira gandhi 
international airport, 
officials said. 
The case pertains to 
October 27, acting on a 
tip-off, the air cus-
toms at igi intercepted 
three passengers 
and recovered seven 
rectangular-shaped 
pouches, following a 
detailed examination 
of the baggage and 
personal search of the 
passengers. 

top of the day

External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar represented 
India at the Sanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO) 
Council of Heads of Govern-
ment meeting on Tuesday 
and underlined the need for 
better connectivity to unlock 
the economic potential.  He 
said Chabahar port and the 
International North-South 
Transport Corridor could 
help improve connectivity 
and fulfilment of economic 

potential in the region. 
“Will unlock the economic 
potential of this region in 
which Chabahar port and the 
International North-South 
Transport Corridor could be-
come enablers. Connectivity 
projects should respect the 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Member States 
and respect international 
law,” he added. 

The 21st Meeting of the SCO 
Council of Heads of Govern-
ment (CHG) was held on in 
a virtual format. The SCO 
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health hazards
rule oF law 

Fatal Festivity 

As Delhi pollution becomes ‘very poor’,  
8 of 10 children suffer respiratory problems 

student gets 5-year jail terM For 
celebrating PulwaMa attack

14, including 3 children, shot 
on Halloween night in Chicago

The poor air quality in the 
national capital and NCR 
region is affecting children 
badly and almost eight out of 
ten children in the hospital 
are coming up with respira-
tory problems, says medical 
experts. 

The air quality continues 
to remain very poor category 
with AQI recorded at 385 on 
Tuesday morning. The city 
of Delhi too fared very poorly. 
Narela in North West Delhi 
reported the highest AQI at 
571. North Delhi Air Quality 
is the poorest at the moment 
as almost all the stations 
have AQI above 400. Most 
of the stations in the capital 

have an AQI above 300 ex-
cept a few like Mandir Marg 
in central Delhi. According 
to data by SAFAR, Dhirpur 
in Model Town registered 
an AQI of 494. The AQI near 
IGI Airport (T3) also stood in 
the ‘very poor’ category on 
Tuesday with an AQI of 332. 

Noida, which is part of the 
national capital region, re-
corded an AQI of 444 and 
slipped from ‘very poor’ to 
the ‘severe’ category, while 
Gurugram’s AQI stood at 391 
and continued to remain in 
the ‘very poor’, as per data 
released by SAFAR (System 
of Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting And Research) 
India. 

This has led to severe 
health hazards, especially 

children are the worst 
sufferer. According to Dr 
Anamika Dubey, Senior Con-
sultant Pediatrics, Rainbow 
Children’s Hospital, “In this 
season, many children come 
to the OPD, I think 8 out of 
10 patients are coming with 
complaints of cold, cough 
and increasingly breathing 
issues, cough increases more 
at night and distress. More-
over, small children are not 
able to express themselves 
they are not able to say that 
they are having a problem 
but it’s giving them a lot of 
problems.” 

Dr Dubey said that pollu-
tion increases the number 
of poisonous gases and 
particulate matter they do 
affect the lungs of babies 

and children.  “Normally, 
the smaller children would 
start with flu-like symptoms, 
they will have a cold cough. 
And in some patients, it 
increases to a point where 
they are like they face diffi-
culty in breathing. We have 
to actually admit them and 
put them on medicines and 
nebulizers. So, that they can 
breathe properly. These are 
all harmful gases, they do 
have an effect on the breath-
ing of the child and the con-
ditions of the lungs,” she said. 
She further recommended 
wearing masks and wash-
ing hands frequently as a 
precaution. 
“It is very difficult to tell 
children to wear a mask ev-
ery day and keep a distance 

from the child who’s having 
a cold. We cannot say chil-
dren that don’t go to school, 
otherwise most of the time 
they will be sitting at home.” 

Dr Dubey said that the only 
way to protect a child is to 
keep washing their hands 
with clean water. “During 
air pollution, the problem 
increases for those chil-
dren who are asthmatic or 
bronchitis. The problem 
that many times increases 
for the child who is always 
been more allergic and they 
have a tendency to precipi-
tate more severe bronchitis 
kind of situation. They do 
have more problems as com-
pared to others,” Dr Dubey 
added. 

A special court in Bengaluru has jailed 
an engineering student for five years 
over derogatory Facebook posts about 
the Pulwama terrorist attack, police said. 
The Central Crime Branch (CCB) has said 
that the resident of Kacharaknahalli in Ben-
galuru Faiz Rasheed has been in jail since his 
arrest in February 2019 after his bail applica-

tions were rejected. Faiz Rasheed, who was a 
third-semester engineering student, was ar-
rested over his 14 February 2019, Facebook 
posts that celebrated the deaths of 40 Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) jawans in an at-
tack in Jammu and Kashmir. 

His phone was seized and police got 
it investigated by a forensic science lab. 
The chargesheet has been filed under Indian 
Penal Code sections (IPC) 153A (promoting 

At least 14 people, includ-
ing three children, were 
shot when two people 
opened fire at people hold-

ing vigil on Halloween 
night in a busy Chicago 
corner in the US state of Il-
linois, media reports said. 
It was an incident of drive-
by shooting when two peo-
ple travelling in a dark SUV 

opened fire on the corner of 
California Avenue and Polk 
Street around 9:30 p.m, re-
ported CNN quoting police 
who added the vehicle af-
ter the shooting was driven 
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to President and PM 

On spot study

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Gujarat Minister of 
State for Home Harsh Sanghavi reviews the search and 

rescue operation that are underway after the cable bridge 
collapsed in the Machchhu river, in Morbi on Tuesday. ANi
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‘I paid Rs 10 cr to 
Satyendra Jain’, 
Kejriwal says ‘fictitious’
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celebrating Pulwama attack

as delHi pollution 
becoMes ‘very poor’, 8 
oF 10 cHildren suFFer 
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She said 
t h at  m i l d  p a-
tients are treated 
a t  h o m e  a n d 

moderate to severe patients 
in the hospital. “We catego-
rize the patients in terms of 
mild, moderate and severe. 
So mild patients are treated 

at home and moderate to se-
vere patients are in the hos-
pital, and then put on medi-
cations. We don’t give them 
antibiotics. But we put them 
on anti-allergens, nebulizer, 
etc.,” she explained the treat-
ment given to the children 
category-wise.

The entire top brass of the Indian 
Army will come together next week 
in the national capital to review the 
security situation along the borders. 
The top brass of the Army led by 

General Manoj Pande would be 
part of the Army Commanders’ 
Conference starting Monday where 
they would discuss all aspects re-
lated to security and operational 
preparedness, Army officials said. 
The conference would be taking 
place for the first time after the 

completion of disengagement 
between the Indian and Chinese 
Army from four friction points 
created after the May 2020 ag-
gression by the Chinese military. 
The conference is also expected 
to look at newer ways to push 
Make in India in defence for 

developing more indigenous 
weapon systems for the troops. 
General Pande is a strong sup-
porter of indigenisation and has 
asked officers dealing with mod-
ernisation to handhold the Indian 
private and public sector firms 
to develop world-class weapons. 

The meeting is expected to be 
addressed by Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh and Chief of De-
fence Staff General Anil Chauhan. 
The meeting would also see inter-
action with other services which 
would help in enhancing jointness 
among the forces.

The government on Tues-
day released a draft com-
mon income tax return form 
for public consultation, ac-
cording to a finance minis-
try statement released on 
Tuesday.

The statement said that the 
proposed draft ITR takes a 
relook at the return filing 
system in tandem with in-
ternational best practices. 
It also said it proposes to 
introduce a common ITR 
by merging all the existing 
returns of income except 
ITR-7. However, the cur-
rent ITR-1 and ITR-4 will 
continue. 

The ministry said this 
would give an option to such 
taxpayers to file the return 
either in the existing form 
(ITR-1 or ITR-4), or the pro-
posed common ITR, at their 
convenience.

According to the statement, 

the scheme of the proposed 
common ITR is that basic 
information (comprising 
parts A to E), schedule for 
computation of total income 
(Schedule TI), schedule for 
computation of tax (sched-
ule TTI), details of bank ac-
counts, and a schedule for 
the tax payments (schedule 
TXP) is applicable for all 
taxpayers. It also mentioned 
that The ITR is customised 
for taxpayers with appli-
cable schedules based on 
certain questions answered 
by the taxpayers (wizard 
questions).

The questions have been 
designed in such a manner 
and order that if the answer 
to any question is ‘no’, the 
other questions linked to 
this question will not be 
shown to the taxpayer, it 
added. “Instructions have 
been added to assist the fil-
ing of the return containing 
the directions regarding the 
applicable schedules.”

The ministry said the 
proposed ITR had been 
designed in such a manner 
that each row contains one 
distinct value only. 

This will simplify the re-
turn filing process.

The utility for the ITR 
will be rolled out in such a 
manner that only applicable 
fields of the schedule will be 
visible and wherever neces-
sary, the set of fields will ap-
pear more than once, it said. 
The statement said the tax-
payer would be required 
to answer questions which 
apply to it and fill the sched-
ules linked to those ques-
tions where the answer has 
been given as ‘yes’. 

T h i s  w i l l  i n c r e a s e 
the ease of compliance. 
It said once the common 
ITR Form is notified, after 
taking into account the in-
puts received from stake-
holders, the online utility 
will be released by the in-
come tax department. 

Army commanders to discuss ‘Make in India’ in 
defence next week

Govt releases draft 
common ITR form for 
consultation

gujarat govt says no role, coMpany beHind bridge 
repair locks its oFFice 

india pitcHes For trade tHrougH 
cHabaHar, instead oF cHina’s bri  

CHG meet-
ing focused 

on the trade and 
economic agenda 
of the Organiza-

tion. 
Jaishankar spoke of Mission 

LiFE launched by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi which 
envisions replacing the 
prevelant ‘use and dispose’ 
economy, by a circular economy. 
He highlighted that in 2023, 
the UN International Year of 
Millets, India intends to fos-
ter greater cooperation with 
the SCO Member States on 
countering the food crisis. 

“Our total trade with SCO 
Members is only $141 bil-

lion, which has potential to 
increase manifold. Fair mar-
ket access is to our mutual 

benefit and the only way to 
move forward,” the minister 
said in another tweet. 

away. The 
people had gath-
ered there for a 
vigil, and inves-

tigators are now trying to 
find the shooters, police 
added. In addition to the 
14 people, another woman 
suffered injuries when a ve-
hicle struck her as she tried 
to flee from the site, report-
ed CNN quoting the police. 
As per police, those among 
the shot are a 3-year-old 
boy, an 11-year-old girl and 
a 13-year-old boy. 
The victims of the gun 
shooting are being treat-
ed at hospitals where 
two are critical, five se-
rious, six good, and un-

known for one, police 
said Tuesday morning. 
Addressing a news confer-
ence, Chicago Police Super-
intendent David Brown said 
people not involved in the 
vigil may have been at the 
corner at the time. “There 
may have also been others 
gathered for other vari-
ous reasons,” he said. “It’s 
a very, you know, common 
corner where people con-
gregate and have different 
meetings and gatherings.” 
In a shooting incident on 
Monday at a Halloween 
party in a home in Kansas 
City, a person was killed 
and as many as six others 
injured, police said. 

t h e  d a y 
before yesterday. 
A l l  T V  c h a n -
nels raised this 
issue yesterday 

but it disappeared today 
and Sukesh Chandrashek-
har’s allegations appeared. 
Doesn’t this look like a 
completely fictitious story 
planted to divert attention 
from Morbi?” Kejriwal said 
in a press conference held 
today. 

Chandrashekhar, in the 
letter, sought direction to 
the investigation agency to 
file a case on a complaint 
which has been also given 
to the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI). “I am 
ready to give all evidence 
supporting my Complaint 
against Satyender Jain of 
AAP. I am also ready to 
record my 164 Statement 
before Court and Judge. 
But the truth has to be out, 
as I am not able to keep it 
inside me anymore, I am 
being harassed, they and 
their so-called honest 
government have to be ex-
posed and shown that ever 
in Jail they are involved 
high-level corruption,” he 
said in a letter confirmed 
by his lawyer. 

He further said, “I have 
been lodged in Delhi jail 
since 2017 for the case 
under PC Act and few 
economical offences. I 
have been associated with 
AIADMK, the Sasikala fac-
tion politically involved in 
Tamil Nadu and have been 
in the business of Con-
struction, media, mining 
and corporate lobbying.” 

In his letter dated last 
month, Chandrashekar 
claimed that the AAP has 
promised him an impor-
tant post in the party in the 
south zone and also to help 
him to be nominated to 
Rajya Sabha following the 
expansion. 
“I (Sukesh) have known, 
Satyender Jain of AAP 
since 2015, and have con-
tributed more than 50 
crores to AAP in the prom-
ise of giving me an impor-
tant post in the party in the 
south zone and also help-
ing me to be nominated to 
Rajaya Sabha following 
the expansion,” said Chan-
drashekhar. 

He also alleged that Saty-
ender Jain had visited him 
in Tihar Jail several times. 

“After my arrest in 2017 for 
the two leaf symbol cor-
ruption case, I was lodged 
in Tihar Jail and was vis-

ited by Satyender Jain who 
holds the portfolio of jail 
minister is for multiple 
times, asking me if I had 
disclosed anything relat-
ed to my contribution to 
AAP to the investigating 
agency which arrested me, 
stated the letter,” he said. 

“Thereafter in 2019 again I 
was visited by Satyender 
Jain and his Secretary and 
his close friend Sushil in 
Jail, and asking me to pay 
Rs 2 crores every month to 
him as protection money 
to live safely in Jail, and 
to get even basic facilities 
provided. Also, he asked 
me to pay Rs 1.50 crore 
to DG prison Sandeep 
Goel. Minister’s close aid 
forced me to pay and the 
total amount of 10 crores 
in matter of two-three 
months was extorted from 
me through constant pres-
sure,” he added. 

Advocate Vineet added 
that a total amount of Rs 50 
crore was paid to the AAP 
leader as he was promised 
an important party posi-
tion in south India.

The conman said that 
all the amounts were col-
lected in Kolkata through 
his associate Chaturwedi. 

“Hence a total amount of Rs. 
10 crore was paid to Saty-
ender Jain, and Rs 12.50 
Crore to DG prison Sand-
eep Goel,” he said. 
“During the recent investi-
gation by the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED), I had 
disclosed about DG prison 
and also the racket run by 
DG and Jail administration, 
and also filed a writ in the 
High Court of Delhi seek-
ing CBI inquiry, where the 
Court issued notice and 
the matter is scheduled for 
hearing next month, as per 
the letter,” Chandrashek-
har said. 

He said that he has dis-
closed all the amounts paid 
to Satyender Jain and AAP, 
and DG prison with CBI. 

“Last month during an in-
vestigation by CB1/ACB 
Div-5, I had disclosed all 
the details of amounts paid 
to Satyender Jain and AAP, 
and DG prison. 

But no action has been 
still initiated. As now Sa-
tyender Jain is lodged in 
Jail-7, Tihar, he has been 
threatening me through 
DG Prison and Jail ad-
ministration, asking me to 
withdraw the complaint 
filed in High Court, I have 
been severally harassed 
and threatened,” he added. 

enmity between different 
groups on the grounds of 

religion), 124A (sedition) and 201 
(causing disappearance of evi-
dence of offence) and section 13 of 

the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. 
The attack on the CRPF convoy took place 

in Jammu and Kashmir’s Pulwama district 
on 14 February 2019, in which 40 person-
nel had died. A suicide bomber had rammed 
an explosive-laden vehicle into the bus. The 
convoy had 78 buses in which around 2,500 
personnel were travelling from Jammu to 
Srinagar. 
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Mindless criMe 

4-year-old girl raped in MP, 
accused arrested

A four-year-girl was alleg-
edly raped and thrown in the 
bushes near Jaswadi area in 
Khandwa, police said on 
Tuesday. 

The minor girl went miss-
ing from her house on Mon-
day. She came here to her 
relatives’ house who used 
to work in the farmland and 
they lived near the farm-
land in a temporary tent 
house. The family members 
searched her in nearby ar-
eas and later rushed to the 
Kotwali police station. They 
lodged a missing complaint. 

Khandwa Superintendent 
of Police (SP) Vivek Singh 
said that the police received 
information that the minor 

girl was missing from her 
house on Monday morning. 
The police registered a miss-
ing complaint under section 
363 of IPC and launched a 
search operation. 
“In the meantime, we came 
to know about a suspect who 
was the accused, reached the 
victim’s house and asked for 
a cot. The accused used to 
work at a Dhaba near her 
house. We traced the ac-
cused and took him into 
custody. During interroga-
tion, he said that he violated 
the girl and threw her in the 
bushes,” S.P. Singh said. 

Based on the information, 
the police searched the area 
and rescued the girl. The 
police immediately admit-
ted her to a hospital and then 
she was referred to Bombay 

hospital, Indore for better 
treatment. 

S.P. Singh further said 
that the police arrested the 
accused and a case was reg-
istered under section 376 of 
the IPC and POCSO Act into 
the matter. Further investi-
gation into the matter was on, 
he added. 

State Home Minister 
Narottam Mishra also com-
mented on the issue. He said, 

“It is a very sad incident, the 
girl was sleeping in the 
house when she was kid-
napped. The girl was found 
one kilometre away from her 
residence in the bushes. The 
girl was rescued and imme-
diately admitted to the hos-
pital. She is currently under-
going treatment at Bombay 
Hospital in Indore”. 

TDG NETWORK
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Kumar, 
NDRF res-

cue incharge said, 
“We have been 
continuing our 

search and rescue operations 
since yesterday. We have re-
sumed today morning and 
continuing. We have not been 
informed about any official 
number of persons missing 
but it is suspected that three 
or four persons may be there 
in the river bed. Though we 
have not recovered anybody 
or a missing person today but 
we will continue the opera-
tion.”

The Gujarat govern-
ment has constituted 

a five-member committee 
headed to probe the bridge 
collapse incident. 

The police also informed that the 
management person agency did not 
take due care and quality check of the 
bridge and kept it open for the people 
on 26 October, displaying severe care-
lessness. As per reports, the bridge 
was closed for about 8 months for 
maintenance and the repair work was 

being completed by a private agency. 
State-wide mourning in Gujarat will 
take place on November 2, for the 
people who died in the Morbi tragedy. 
The decision was taken at a high-level 
meeting held at Gandhinagar Raj Bha-
van chaired by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. 

On Sunday, the suspension bridge 
above the Machchhu River in the 
Morbi district. Visuals showed peo-
ple falling into the river below. Guja-
rat Home Minister Harsh Sanghavi 

said that a criminal case has been 
registered in connection with the in-
cident. A First Information Report 
(FIR) has been filed by the Gujarat 
Police in the bridge collapse incident 
in Gujarat’s Morbi district against 
private agencies for the attempt to  
The police also informed that the 
management person agency did not 
take due care and quality check of the 
bridge and kept it open for the people 
on October 26, displaying severe care-
lessness.

new delhi: The Supreme Court on Tuesday 
agreed to hear on 14 november a Pil 
seeking direction to appoint a judicial 
commission under the supervision of the 
retired top court judge to initiate a probe on 
the Morbi Bridge collapse incident. 
a bench of Chief Justice of india U.U. lalit 
and Justice Bela M Trivedi posted the mat-
ter for hearing on 14 november after the 
advocate who filed the petition mentioned 
it for urgent hearing. “You are very quick. 
what are your prayers,” the CJi asked. 

To this advocate Vishal Tiwari who filed 
the plea replied, “i am seeking a judicial 
enquiry commission”. 
The plea filed by the lawyer sought direc-
tions to the State governments to form a 
committee to survey and conduct an as-
sessment risk of old and risky monuments 
and bridges to ensure environmental 
viability and safety. it further sought direc-
tions for permanent disaster probe teams 
in the states who would promptly attend to 
such tragedies.

sc to Hear plea on 14 noveMber For  
judicial probe

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar virtually participates in 
the 21st meeting of the SCO Council of Heads of Government 
(CHG) on Tuesday. ANI

Mobile Anti-Smog Gun vehicles spray water to control pollution 
in New Delhi on Tuesday. ANI 
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In significant remarks per-
taining to the party’s prime 
ministerial candidate for 
the next Lok Sabha elec-
tions, Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge said on 
Tuesday that the party “will 
form a non-BJP govern-
ment” under the leadership 
of Rahul Gandhi.

At a public rally in Hy-
derabad during the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra, Kharge also at-
tacked the TRS government 
in Telangana, saying it had 
extended support to some 
bills in parliament which 
were opposed by the oppo-
sition parties and it was now 
talking of ousting the BJP 
government at the Centre. 
“Whenever we used to op-
pose any bill in Parliament, 
they (TRS) used to support 
the BJP, but they still say 
that they’ll bring a non-BJP 
government. If anybody has 
to bring a non-BJP govern-
ment, it’s us who’ll form a 
non-BJP government under 
Rahul Gandhi’s leadership,” 
Kharge said.

Kharge, who was elected 
Congress president last 
month, had sidestepped a 

similar question before his 
elevation to the top party 
post.

“There is a saying, ‘Bakrid 
mein bachenge toh Mu-
harram mein nachenge’. 
First, let these elections get 
over and let me become 
president. Then we’ll see,” 
Kharge had said when asked 
who would be the party’s 
prime ministerial face.

There have been efforts by 
some opposition leaders to 
bring together opposition 
parties against the BJP for 
the 2024 elections.

In his remarks at the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra, Rahul 
Gandhi accused the BJP and 
TRS of “working together” 
and alleged that state Chief 
Minister K Chandrashekar 

Rao does “drama before 
polls” but is in “direct line” 
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.

“Whenever there’s any bill 
in Parliament, TRS supports 
BJP and diverts attention 
from opposition issues. The 
BJP and TRS work together. 
Your CM (KCR) does drama 
before polls, but he’s in di-
rect line with PM Modi. PM 

Modi gives orders to your 
CM on phone,” Rahul Gan-
dhi alleged.

Telangana will face as-
sembly polls next year. The 
ruling Telanagna Rashtra 
Samiti has decided to change 
its name to Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi as part of its ambi-
tions to have a national foot-
print.

United efforts are needed to meet the 
challenge of providing clean drink-
ing water, said President Droupadi 
Murmu on Tuesday while inaugu-
rating the seventh India Water Week 
(IWW) at the Expo Mart in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Greater Noida.

The function was organised by the 
ministry of water resources, river de-
velopment and Ganga rejuvenation 
in an effort to raise awareness and 
conserve and use water resources in 
an integrated manner. The 7th Wa-
ter Week is being celebrated from 1–5 
November.

With the inauguration, the visit 
marks the first visit of President 
Murmu to Noida, Uttar Pradesh.

President Droupadi Murmu was 
welcomed by Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath; Union Jal Shakti Minis-
ter, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat; Jal 
Shakti MoS Prahlad Patel, Vishesh-

war Tudu; and Governor of Uttar 
Pradesh, Anandiben.

The President stated on the occa-
sion that it is impossible to imagine 
life without water.”In Indian civili-
zation, water is important in life and 
the journey after life. That is why all 
water sources are considered sacred. 
But at the present, if we look at the 
situation, the condition seems wor-
rying. Due to the increasing popula-
tion, the condition of our rivers and 
reservoirs is deteriorating. Village 
ponds are drying up, and many 
local rivers have become extinct. 
Water is being over-exploited in 
agriculture and industry. The envi-
ronmental balance on the earth is 
getting disturbed. Weather patterns 
are changing, and unseasonal exces-
sive rainfall has become common. In 
such a situation, discussing the man-
agement of water is a very commend-
able step.”

The President said that the issue 
of water is relevant not only to India 

but to the entire world. This issue is 
linked to national security too, as the 
vast amount of available freshwater 
is spread between two or more coun-
tries. Therefore, this combined water 
resource is an issue for which inter-
national cooperation is necessary.

President Murmu was happy to 
note that Denmark, Finland, Germa-
ny, Israel, and the European Union 
are participating in the 7th India Wa-
ter Week. She expressed confidence 
that all would benefit from the ex-
change of ideas and technologies on 
this forum.

“Sage Bhagirathi had done the 
work of bringing the holy Ganges 
to earth. He did penance to liberate 
his ancestors, and the river Ganga 
descended on the earth,” President 
Murmu recited.

“At present, the situation seems 
worrying. Due to the increasing pop-
ulation, the condition of our rivers 
and reservoirs, the Ganges river and 
the ponds of the Ganges are drying 

up. Water is being over-exploited in 
agriculture and industry. The earth’s 
environmental balance is deteriorat-
ing, weather patterns are changing, 
and unseasonal excessive rainfall has 
become the norm. Discussing such a 
situation, the conservation of water 
is very commendable,” the President 
said.

The President said that water is 
a major resource for agriculture as 
well. According to an estimate, about 
80 percent of the water resources in 
our country are used for agricultural 
purposes. Therefore, proper use and 
management of water in irrigation is 
very important for water conserva-
tion. The ‘Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sin-
chai Yojana’ is a major initiative in this 
area. This nationwide scheme is being 
implemented to increase the irrigated 
area in the country. In line with water 
conservation goals, the scheme also 
envisages the adoption of precision 
irrigation and water-saving technolo-
gies to ensure “per drop more crop”.

A 19-year-old youth, who 
was arrested for kidnap-
ping a minor, died in police 
custody at Jaisinagar police 
station in the Sagar district 
of Madhya Pradesh, the po-
lice said on Tuesday.

The youth was identified 
as Kritesh Patel, who is a 
resident of Semra Gopal-
man village in the district. 
The family members, how-
ever, alleged that the youth 
died due to being beaten 
up by the police and the 
kin of the girl. Kritesh’s fa-
ther, Raju Patel, said, “The 
health condition of my son 
was absolutely fine. He was 
not suffering from any kind 
of disease. He died because 
of being thrashed by the 

police and the kin of the 
girl.”

“My son had eloped with 
a girl. I myself reached 
Bhopal along with the po-
lice and handed over my 
son to them. The police 
and kin of the girl drove us 
away and beat up my son, 
following which he died,” 
Raju added.

The Additional Superin-
tendent of Police (ASP) Vi-
kram Singh told ANI that 
the youth died in police 
custody at Jaisinagar police 
station. “Superintendent 
of Police (SP) has written a 
letter to the District Judge 
for judicial inquiry. The 
actual reason for the death 
will become clear after the 
judicial inquiry. Further 
action will be taken accord-
ingly,” ASP Singh added.

Congress will give non-BJP 
government under Rahul 
Gandhi’s leadership: Kharge

PM to inaugurate 3,024 
flats at Kalkaji  under slum 
rehabilitation project 

water conservation a global issue, united efforts needed 
to provide clean drinking water: president murmu

Youth dies in police 
custody in Sagar, 
family members 
allege police assault
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symbol

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Tuesday 
declared Mangarh 

Dham as a national monu-
ment in the Banswara dis-
trict of Rajasthan and said 
that India’s past, present, 
and future are not complete 
without the tribal commu-
nity.

Addressing the ‘Mangarh 
Dham Ki Gaurav Gatha’, 
the Prime Minister said, the 
Mangarh Dham is a symbol 
of the tenacity and sacrifice 
of tribals. “It is inspiring and 
pleasant for all of us to come 
to Mangarh Dham in the 
‘Aazadi Amrit Mahotsav’. 
The Mangarh Dham is a re-
flection of the tenacity, sacri-
fice, penance, and patriotism 
of the tribal heroes. This is 
the common heritage of Ra-
jasthan, Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh, and Maharashtra.”

PM Modi said that great 
freedom fighters like Govind 
Guru were the representa-
tives of the traditions and 
ideals of India. “He was not 
the king of any princely state, 
but he was the hero of lakhs 
of tribals. In his life, he lost 
his family but never lost his 
courage,” he added.

The Prime Minister said 
that in every step of our free-

dom struggle, the pages of 
history are filled with tribal 
valour.

The PM further said that 
the massacre that took place 
in Mangarh on November 17, 
1913, was the culmination of 
the brutality of British rule.

“The British government 
had surrounded more than 
1500 people on this hill of 
Mangarh, thinking of en-

slavement of the world. 
Unfortunately, the struggle 
and sacrifice of the tribal 
community didn’t get their 
rightful place in history un-
til after independence. Today, 
the country is rectifying that 
decades-old mistake. India’s 
past, present, and future are 
not complete without the 
tribal community,” said PM 
Modi.

The Prime Minister also 
paid tribute to Bhil freedom 
fighter Shri Govind Guru in 
the Banswara district of Ra-
jasthan.

According to the Prime 
Minister’s Office, Mangarh 
Hill holds special importance 
for the Bhil community and 
other tribes of Rajasthan, Gu-
jarat, and Madhya Pradesh.

During the freedom strug-
gle, Bhils and other tribes en-
gaged in a long stand-off with 
the British, when more than 
1.5 lakh Bhils rallied at Man-
garh Hill on 17th November 

1913 under the leadership of 
Shri Govind Guru. Britishers 
opened fire at this gathering, 
leading to the Mangarh Mas-
sacre, where approximately 
1500 tribals were martyred.

After his Mangarh Dham 
visit, PM Modi will dedicate 
and lay the foundation stone 
of various development 
projects at Jambughoda in 
the Panchmahal district of 
Gujarat.

As part of Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, the government 
has initiated several steps to 
celebrate the unsung tribal 
heroes of the freedom strug-
gle. These include declaring 
15th November (birth an-
niversary of tribal freedom 
fighter Birsa Munda) as ‘Jan-
jatiya Guarav Divas’, setting 
up tribal museums across the 
country etc. to recognise the 
contribution of tribal people 
to society and increase 
awareness about their sacri-
fices in the freedom struggle.

india’s past, present, future not 
complete without tribals: pm modi 
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president murmu 
extends formation 
day greetings to 
states
NEW DELHI: President 
Droupadi Murmu on Tuesday 
greeted the people of Andhra 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 
Haryana, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, 
Lakshadweep and Pu-
ducherry on their formation 
day. “Greetings to the people 
of Andhra Pradesh, Chhat-
tisgarh, Haryana, Karnataka, 
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Punjab, Lakshadweep and 
Puducherry on their forma-
tion day. My best wishes for 
the progress and prosper-
ity of the residents of these 
States and Union Territories,” 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan said 
in a tweet. Andhra Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Haryana, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Punjab, Lakshad-
weep, and Puducherry are 
observing their Foundation 
Day on Tuesday.

cm yogi launches 
various projects 
worth rs 1,670 cr
NEW DELHI: Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath on Tuesday launched 
development projects 
worth Rs 1,670 crore for 
Greater Noida, including 
among others, the much 
awaited 85 cusec Gangajal 
water project, bringing 
17-year-long wait of the 
residents to an end. Talking 
about improvement in law 
and order situation in UP, 
Yogi said that today crimi-
nals are behind the bars 
and running for their lives 
in the sate while five and a 
half years ago they used to 
run the system. According 
to him, the sector has the 
potential to provide employ-
ment to lakhs of youths, 
leading lakhs of families 
towards self-reliance with 
creation of new investment 
opportunities. 

railways’ earnings 
from freight up 
17 percent
NEW DELHI: On a mission 
mode, Indian Railways 
(IR)’s freight loading for 
the first seven months of 
this financial year 2022–23 
crossed last year’s loading 
and earnings for the same 
period, a surge of 17 per 
cent. The data given by 
the ministry of railways 
shows that freight loading 
of 855.63 million tonne 
(mt) has been achieved 
between April and October 
compared to last year’s 
loading of 786.2 mt, an 
improvement of about 9 
per cent over last year’s. 
Railways have earned 
Rs 92,345 crore against 
Rs 78,921 crore last year, 
which is an improvement 
of 17 per cent.

sc declines to hear 
plea on replacing 
party symbols 
on evms 
NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Tuesday declined 
to consider a plea seeking 
a direction to the Election 
Commission to remove 
symbols from ballot and 
EVMs and replace it with 

‘name, age, educational 
qualification and photo-
graph’ of candidates. A 
bench of Chief Justice of 
India UU Lalit and Bela M 
Trivedi pointed that 10th 
Schedule to the Constitu-
tion recognises political 
parties and legislature 
party. “What is so wrong 
and obnoxious for having a 
party symbol on EVM?” CJI 
Lalit asked.

PM Narendra Modi

PM Narndra Modi with CM Ashok Gehlot on Tuesday. 

Mallikarhub kharge

Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot on Tuesday 
said that when Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi goes 
abroad, he receives great 
honour because he’s the 
PM of the nation of Gandhi, 
where democracy is deep-
rooted.

“When world realises this, 
they feel proud that the PM 
of that country is coming to 
them...” Gehlot said during 
the event ‘Mangarh Dham 
ki Gaurav Gatha’, which 
recalled the 1913 Mangarh 
massacre. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Tuesday 
shared the dais with veteran 
Congress leader Gehlot at 
the event “...When PM Modi 

goes abroad, he receives 
great honour. Because he is 
PM of the nation of Gandhi, 
where democracy is deep-
rooted. When the world re-
alises this, they feel proud 
that the PM of that country 
is coming to them...,” Gehlot 
said.

The Prime Minister also 
declared the Mangarh Dham 
in the Banswara district of 
Rajasthan as a national mon-
ument. It was here that the 
British forces, on November 
17, 1913, gunned down more 
than 1,500 people of the Bhil 
tribal community.

Present on the dais on 
Tuesday were also the 
chief ministers of Madhya 
Pradesh and Gujarat, Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan and Bhu-
pendra Patel.

modi gets respect globally 
because he is pm of country 
where democracy is deep 
rooted: ashok gehlot

over rs 1 cr earned from 
scrap disposal in mha 
special campaign 2.0

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate 3,024 newly 
constructed EWS flats at Kalkaji, Delhi, built for rehabilitat-
ing slum dwellers under the ‘In-Situ Slum Rehabilitation’ 
Project and handing over keys to eligible beneficiaries at 
Bhoomiheen Camp in a programme at Vigyan Bhawan on 
Wednesday at 4:30 PM.

In line with the vision of the Prime Minister to provide 
housing for all, in-situ slum rehabilitation in 376 Jhuggi Jho-
pri clusters is being undertaken by the Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA). The objective of the rehabilitation project 
is to provide a better and healthier living environment to 
the residents of the Jhuggi and Jhopri clusters, with proper 
amenities and facilities, according to a government release on 
Tuesday. The DDA has undertaken three such projects at Kal-
kaji Extension, Jailorwala Bagh and Kathputli Colony. Under 
the Kalkaji Extension Project, in-situ slum rehabilitation of 
three slum clusters, namely Bhoomiheen Camp, Navjeevan 
Camp, and Jawahar Camp located at Kalkaji is being taken 
up in a phased manner. Under Phase I, 3024 EWS flats at the 
nearby vacant commercial centre site have been constructed.

The Jhuggi Jhopri site at Bhoomiheen Camp will be vacated 
by rehabilitating eligible households of Bhoomiheen Camp to 
the newly constructed EWS flats. Post vacation of Bhoomi-
heen Camp site, in Phase II, this vacated site will be utilised 
for the rehabilitation of Navjeevan Camp and Jawahar Camp.

Phase I of the project has been completed and 3024 flats 
are ready to move in. These flats have been constructed at 
a cost of about Rs 345 crores and are equipped with all civic 
amenities, including finishing, having been done with vitri-
fied floor tiles, ceramic tiles, Udaipur green marble counter 
in the kitchen, etc. 

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) on Tuesday 
said an amount of over Rs 1 
crore has been earned and 
more than ninety thousand 
square feet of space was 
freed up during the Special 
Campaign 2.0 conducted in 
October.

As a part of the Special 
Campaign 2.0, a cleanli-
ness drive was conducted 
at 11,559 campaign sites, in-
cluding the field and outsta-
tion offices having a public 
interface, the MHA said in a 
statement. In the campaign, 
the Ministry said that pen-
dency in various categories 
such as “MP References, 
Parliamentary Assurances, 
IMC References, State Gov-
ernment References, PMO 
References, Public Griev-
ances and PG Appeals were 
also disposed of efficiently.”

It said, during the cam-

paign, a total of 5.15 lakh files 
were identified for review 
within the Ministry and its 
attached and subordinate 
offices. “Out of these, 4.77 
lakh files have been reviewed 
and 2.81 lakh files have been 
weeded out.”

“Scrap disposal earnings of 
Rs 1,40,99,510 have been re-
ported so far. 90,525 square 
feet of space has also been 
freed,” the MHA’s statement 
mentioned.

The Ministry also stated 
that during the preparatory 
phase of Special Campaign 
2.0, a total of 5,126 public 
grievances and appeals were 
identified for redressal, out 
of which 4,708 public griev-
ances and appeals have been 
redressed effectively.

The Special Campaign 2.0 
was organised by the MHA 
from October 2 to October 
31 in accordance with the 
vision of the Swachh Bharat 
mission of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.
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Radhika Tanwar

petition

money laundering case

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day issued notice to concerned 
respondents, including the 
Assam government, on the 
plea against the Gauhati High 
Court verdict that madrassas, 
being government schools 
wholly maintained by the As-
sam State, cannot be permitted 
to impart religious instruc-
tion. The order was passed by 
a bench of justices Ajay Ras-
togi and CT Ravikumar. The 
petition has been moved by 13 
people through advocate-on-
record Adeel Ahmed.

Senior Advocate Sanjay 
Hegde and advocates Adeel 
Ahmed and Abdur Razzaque 
Bhuyan argued in the matter.

The petitioner has chal-
lenged the judgement dated 
February 4, 2022, passed by 
the High Court of Gauhati 
that upheld the validity of the 
Assam Madrassa Education 
(Provincialization) Act, 1995 
(repealed by the Act of 2020) 
and all consequential govern-

ment orders, including the 
Notification dated February 
12, 2021.

The high court observed that 
the madrassas, being govern-
ment schools wholly main-
tained by the state through 
provincialization, are hit by 
Article 28(1) of the Constitu-
tion and, as such, cannot be 
permitted to impart religious 
instruction.

The petitioners, who in-
clude Imad Uddin Barbhuiya, 
said that the High Court has 
erroneously observed that 
the petitioner madrassas, be-
ing government schools and 
wholly maintained by the state 
through provincialization, are 
hit by Article 28(1) of the Con-
stitution of India and, as such, 
cannot be permitted to impart 
religious instruction.

The petition stated that the 
land and buildings belonging 
to the madrassas are taken 
care of by the petitioners and 
the expenditures on electric-
ity and furniture are borne 
by the petitioner madrassas 
themselves.

A local court in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Lucknow has re-
fused to grant bail to Kerala-
based journalist Siddique 
Kappan in a money launder-
ing case registered against 
him by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate.

The court had reserved the 
verdict after completing its 
hearing on the matter on Oc-
tober 12. The District Judge 
has passed this order in the 
Lucknow Sessions Court, 
Sanjay Shankar Pandey.

Advocates Ishaan Baghel 
and Mohammad Khalid had 
appeared for proceedings 
from Kappan’s side.

Earlier on September 9, the 
Supreme Court had granted 
bail to Kappan, who was ar-
rested under the stringent 
Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act. In the order, Chief 
Justice UU Lalit, Justice S 
Ravindra Bhat, and Justice 
PS Narasimha had directed 
that the petitioner would be 
released on bail in the next 
three days after applying in 
the trial court.

Kappan, who is also the 
secretary of the Delhi unit of 
the Kerala Union of Work-
ing Journalists (KUWJ), 
was arrested by the Uttar 
Pradesh Police in October 
2020 along with three oth-
ers, while they were going 
to report an alleged gang 
rape and murder case of a 
19-year-old Dalit girl in Ha-
thras.

The top court had ordered 
Kappan to stay in Delhi’s 
Jangpura police station area 
for six weeks after his re-
lease. He was also directed 
to visit the police station 
every Monday and register 
his presence here. Apart 
from this, the petitioner was 
instructed to appear in the 
trial court either himself or 
through a lawyer during the 
hearing. 

The top court further 
asked Kappan to submit his 
passport and directed him 
to refrain from indulging in 
any illegal activity.

On the grounds of the 
aforesaid conditions, Kap-
pan was allowed to return 
to Kerala after six weeks of 
getting bail.

SC issues notice on 
plea to convert state-
funded madrassas 
into schools 

Lucknow Sessions 
Court denies bail to 
Siddique Kappan
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controversy

north east delhi violence

in delhiThe Supreme Court on Tuesday said a three-judge bench will 
hear a plea related to the freebies that political parties promise 
during election campaigns.

A bench of Chief Justice of India (CJI) UU Lalit and Justice 
Bela M Trivedi said that let the file of the case be placed before 
the next CJI to assign it to a three-judge bench. “Considering 
the nature of controversy and submissions made by the par-
ties in the earlier hearings, in our view, let the matter be listed 
as early as possible before three judges,” said the apex court.

Earlier, the then CJI, NV Ramana, while saying that the is-
sue of freebies requires extensive debate, referred the case to 
a three-judge bench.

The apex court, while referring the matter to a three-judge 
bench, had said that its 2013 judgement in the Subramaniam 
Balaji v/s government of Tamil Nadu case on the same issue 
might need reconsideration.

The top court’s order had come on a batch of pleas against 
freebies being promised by political parties.

Earlier, the apex court had asked the Centre why it could not 
call for an all-party meeting to determine issues relating to the 
promise of freebies during election campaigns.

While acknowledging the “complex nature” of the issue, CJI 
Ramana had said that the intention of the court was to initiate 
a wider public debate on the issue, and it was for that purpose 
that the constitution of an expert body was mooted.

sc orders to take freebies 
matter before 3-judge 
bench as early as possible

hc issues notice on plea 
of accused challenging 
order denying bail

hc upholds life sentence 
awarded to man who shot 
dead radhika tanwar
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The Supreme Court on Tues-
day posted for 29 November a 
batch of petitions filed by both 
factions of Shiv Sena that is, 
led by Uddhav Thackeray and 
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde, 
respectively, in relation to the 
Maharashtra political crisis.

A five-judge Constitution 
bench headed by Justice DY 
Chandrachud asked lawyers 
to complete the compilation of 
the case and formulate the sa-
lient issues for consideration 
within four weeks. The bench, 
also comprising Justices MR 
Shah, Krishna Murari, Hima 
Kohli, and PS Narasimha, said 
that advocates Javed Ur Rehm-
an and Chirag Shah from each 
side shall act as nodal counsel 
and they will carry out this ex-
ercise within a period of four 

weeks. The apex court added 
that counsels appearing for 
opposing parties must meet 
and formulate the salient is-
sues for consideration.

Earlier, the top court had al-
lowed the Election Commis-
sion of India to decide which 
faction between Uddhav 
Thackeray and Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde should be 
recognised as the “real” Shiv 
Sena party and for allotment 
of the bow and arrow symbol.

The top court has received 
several petitions filed by rival 
groups of the Shiv Sena in re-
lation to the Maharashtra po-
litical crisis.

In August, the top court’s 
three-judge bench referred 
to a five-judge Constitution 
bench the issues involved 
in the petition filed by rival 
groups of Shiv Sena in rela-
tion to the Maharashtra po-

litical crisis.
Earlier, the Supreme Court’s 

three-judge bench had said 
that some of the issues in-
volved in the Maharashtra 
political crisis may require a 
larger constitutional bench 
for consideration.

It had also asked Maha-
rashtra Legislative Assembly 
Speaker Rahul Narwekar not 
to act on the new disqualifi-
cation notices issued against 
Shiv Sena members.

There are various petitions 
pending before the apex 
court filed by both factions 
of Shiv Sena. The Thackeray-
led faction had approached 
the top court challenging the 
Maharashtra Governor Bha-
gat Singh Koshiyari’s deci-
sion to invite Eknath Shinde 
to form the government and 
also the Speaker’s election 
and floor test. 

Apex Court fixes 29 Nov 
for hearing cases related to 
Maharashtra political crisis
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

worrisome

uphaar fire tragedy

A study conducted by re-
searchers from the Depart-
ment of Cardiology and 
Radiology, Sir Ganga Ram 
Hospital, has found that Indi-
ans do not have an increased 
risk for Coronary Artery Dis-
ease (Heart Disease) because 
of their smaller diameters of 
arteries, but it is because of 
their smaller body surface 
area.

The study, which was con-
ducted on 250 patients, has 
been published in the Journal 
of the Indian College of Cardi-
ology and published on 14th 
September 2022. The results 

are contrary to general public 
perception that Indians suf-
fer more from coronary ar-
tery disease due to the small 
diameter of arteries.

According to Dr J.P.S Sawh-
ney, Author and Chairman, 
Department of Cardiology, 
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, 
“We found that 51% were 
hypertensive, 18% were dia-
betic, 4% were smokers, 28% 
were dyslipidemic, and 26% 
had a family history of heart 
disease.”

According to Dr Ashwani 
Mehta, Author & Senior 
Consultant, Department of 
Cardiology, Sir Ganga Ram 
Hospital, “The study found 
that the mean vessel diam-

eters for males were signifi-
cantly larger than those for 
females, but when indexed 
to body surface area, these 
values are not significant. 
There has been an assump-
tion that Asians, particularly 
Indians, have an increased 
risk for atherosclerosis (fatty 
deposits in arteries) because 
of their small coronary artery 
diameters. However, from 
our observational study, it is 
proved that the coronary ar-
tery dimensions in the Indian 
population are not small, but 
it is due to their small body 
surface area. Thus, the ratio-
nale for small dimensions of 
arteries being a risk factor 
for coronary artery disease 

is not valid in the Indian 
population.”

According to Dr. Bhuvnesh 
Kandpal, Author and Senior 
Consultant, Department of 
Cardiology, Sir Ganga Ram 
Hospital, “This study was 
done to estimate the size of 
normal coronary arteries in 
the Indian population, index 
it to BSA, and see if there is 
any significant difference 
when compared to the Cau-
casian population. This study 
also might provide some in-
sight into the use of diameters 
indexed to BSA as a cutoff 
for deciding the need for re-
vascularization (a procedure 
that can restore blood flow in 
blocked arteries or veins).”

Real estate businessman Gopal Ansal has 
moved the Delhi High Court challenging his 
conviction and sentence for tampering with 
evidence in the case related to the 1997 Up-
haar cinema fire tragedy, in which 59 people 
were killed.

Justice Purushaindra Kumar Kaurav tagged 
the plea of Gopal Ansal with other connected 
matters and listed it in the regular list. The 
trial court passed a judgment on 18 July, up-
holding Ansal’s conviction. On 19 July, the 
Court reduced the sentence earlier award-
ed to the petitioner for the period already 
served, subject to payment of a fine of Rs 3 

crore within seven days.
Ansal challenged the trial court judgement 

by submitting that none of the circumstances 
as alleged by the prosecution were conclusive 
in nature, nor did they establish the guilt of 
the accused. The petition said there is noth-
ing on record to show that the circumstances 
can lead to a level of suspicion that they com-
mitted the offence in all human probability.

It also said that the judgement passed by the 
trial court was totally perverse and against 
the well-settled propositions of law and crim-
inal jurisprudence. The conclusion drawn by 
the trial court is totally misconstrued based 
on the mis-interpretation of facts as well as 
the law on the basis of assumptions, pre-
sumptions, surmises, and conjectures.

Indians are more prone to heart disease due to 
smaller body surface area: Ganga Ram Study

gopal ansal moves delhi hc challenging 
his conviction in evidence tampering case
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calamity 

India recorded extreme 
weather events on 242 
of the 273 days between 

January 1 and September 
30, 2022. This indicates that 
throughout the course of 
these nine months, the coun-
try had an extreme weather 
event in one or more of its 
regions more than 88% of the 
time.

This was found in a fresh 
analysis by the Centre for 
Science and Environment 
(CSE) and Down To Earth 
magazine, which was made 
public here today at a launch 
event online. The study offers 
a thorough summary of In-

dia’s experience with extreme 
weather across a significant 
portion of the year.

Along with this report, 
Down To Earth has also 
launched India’s Atlas on 
Weather Disasters, an online 
public interactive database on 
extreme weather events that 
will be updated every month.

“What the country has wit-
nessed so far in 2022 is the 
new abnormal in a warming 
world. There is a clear spike 
in the frequency and inten-
sity of extreme events that we 
are seeing,” said CSE director 
general Sunita Narain while 
releasing the report.

“Our report provides sea-
son-wise, month-wise and re-
gion-wise analysis of extreme 

weather events and their as-
sociated loss and damage. It 
is an attempt to build an evi-
dence base on the frequency 
and expanding geography 
of extreme weather events 
in India. This is extremely 
important as the data that is 
publicly available on this sub-
ject is fragmented and fails to 
provide the overall picture,” 
added Narain.

India has seen close to a di-
saster every day in the nine 
months of this year – from 
heat and cold waves, cyclones 
and lightning, to heavy rains, 
floods and landslides.

These  disasters  have 
claimed 2,755 lives, affected 
1.8 million hectares of crop 
area, destroyed over 416,667 

houses, and killed close to 
70,000 livestock. According 
to Rajit Sengupta, associ-
ate editor of Down To Earth 
and one of the writers of the 
report, “This estimation of 
loss and damage is probably 
an underestimate as data for 
each event—including losses 
of public property or crop 
loss—has not been collated or 
estimated.”

With an event every second 
day, Madhya Pradesh saw 
the highest number of days 
with extreme weather events, 
but Himachal Pradesh saw 
the highest number of hu-
man fatalities—359 deaths. 
Madhya Pradesh and Assam 
witnessed 301 human deaths 
each. Assam reported the 

highest number of damaged 
houses and animal deaths.

Karnataka, which experi-
enced an extreme weather 
event for 82 days, accounted 
for more than 50 per cent of 
the crop area affected in the 
country. Madhya Pradesh, as 
per official records, did not 
report any crop area damage. 
Sengupta says this could be 
due to “gaps in loss and dam-
age reporting”.

The central and north-
western regions reported the 
highest number of days with 
extreme weather events at 198 
and 195, respectively. In terms 
of human lives lost, central 
India topped the list with 887 
deaths, followed by the east 
and northeast (783 deaths).

india saw natural disasters 
almost every day in first 9 months 
BIPLAB DAS
NEW DELHI

top of the day

pm to address 
invest 
karnataka 2022
NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi 
will address the inaugural 
function of Invest Karna-
taka 2022, the Global Inves-
tors Meet of the state, on 2 
November, 2022 at 10:30 
AM via video conferenc-
ing. The Meet is aimed 
at attracting prospective 
investors and setting up a 
development agenda for 
the next decade. The three-
day programme, being held 
from 2nd to 4th November 
in Bengaluru, will witness 
more than 80 speaker 
sessions. The speakers 
include some of the top 
industry leaders, including 
Kumar Mangalam Birla, 
Sajjan Jindal, and Vikram 
Kirloskar, among others. 
Along with this, a number 
of business exhibitions with 
more than three hundred 
exhibitors and country ses-
sions would run parallelly. 

fire in narela 
factory kills 
2 , few feared 
trapped
NEW DELHI: Two people 
have died and a few others 
have been shifted to a 
hospital after a massive fire 
broke out in a footwear fac-
tory in the national capital’s 
Narela. Two persons who 
lost their lives aged 30 to 35 
years, their identities are 
yet to be ascertained. Ac-
cording to the Delhi Police, 
information about the fire 
at E-909, industrial area 
of Narela was received at 
around 9.35 am after which 
a total of 10 fire tenders 
reached the spot. The fire 
has been brought under 
control and two-three 
people are suspected to be 
trapped inside.

mp: youth dies in 
police custody, 
family members 
allege police 
assault
SAGAr: A 19-year-old 
youth, who was arrested for 
kidnapping a minor, died in 
police custody at Jaisinagar 
police station in Sagar 
district of Madhya Pradesh, 
the police said on Tuesday. 
The youth was identified as 
Kritesh Patel, who is a resi-
dent of Semra Gopalman 
village in the district. The 
family members, however, 
alleged that the youth died 
due to being beaten up by 
the police and the kin of the 
girl. Kritesh’s Father, raju 
Patel said, “The health 
condition of my son was 
absolutely fine. He was not 
suffering from any kind of 
disease. He died because 
of being thrashed by the 
police and the kin of the 
girl.”

stubble burning 
cases in haryana 
not even 10% of 
punjab’s:  
cm khattar
CHANDIGArH: Chief Min-
ister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar has claimed that the 
cases of stubble burning 
in Haryana are not even 10 
per cent of that in Pun-
jab. “There are not even 10 
per cent cases of stubble 
burning in Haryana as 
compared to Punjab. Last 
year there were 2,561 in-
cidents of stubble burning, 
whereas it has decreased 
to 1,925 this year while 
13,873 incidents have taken 
place in Punjab this year,” 
Haryana CM Khattar said.

dimensions of 
coronary arteries 
in indians as 
found in study 
Artery Mean Diameter
1. LM proximal 4.22±0.78
2. LM distal 4.24±0.69
3. POC 4.8±0.55
4. LAD 3.46±0.58
5. LCX 2.97±0.62
6. rCA 3.32±0.73
The above measurements 
are in millimeters. LAD: 
Left anterior descend-
ing, LCX: Left circumflex, 
rCA: right coronary ar-
tery, LM: Leftmain, POC: 
Polygon of confluence

The Delhi High Court on 
Tuesday issued notice to Del-
hi Police on the appeal moved 
by accused Saleem Malik alias 
Munna in a matter related to 
the North East Delhi riots 
conspiracy case.

The case has been listed 
before the special bench 
hearing other connected bail 
matters related to the North 

East Delhi riots and the 
larger conspiracy case. The 
petitioner has challenged the 
order of the trial court deny-
ing him bail in the matter. His 
bail plea was dismissed by 
Karkardooma Court. 

The division bench, com-
prising justices Mukta Gupta 
and Anish Dayal, issued a 
notice to the Delhi police. Spe-
cial Public Prosecutor Amit 
Prasad accepted the notice 
for Delhi Police.

The Delhi High Court dis-
missed the appeal challeng-
ing the conviction and life 
sentence awarded to a man 
who shot dead Delhi Univer-
sity student, Radhika Tan-
war, near Satya Niketan on 
the Dhaula Kuan foot bridge 
in March 2011.

This came after the deceased 
objected to the advances made 
by the convict who used to 
stalk and tease her. While 
dismissing the appeal moved 
by Vijay Saini on Monday, 
the High Court noted that the 
conduct of the convict, who 
absconded to Mumbai after 
the offence, was proven from 
the testimony of witnesses and 
the mobile location of the con-
vict at the place of the incident.

The division bench compris-
ing Justices Mukta Gupta and 
Anish Dayal said, “The court 
finds that the guilt of the ap-
pellant for the murder of the 
deceased has been proved 
beyond reasonable doubt and 
duly supported by circum-
stantial evidence by the pros-
ecution.”

“Consequently, this Court 
finds no error in the judge-
ment of conviction and or-
der on sentence by the Trial 
Court,” the bench said.
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HIMACHAL BJP 
EXPELS REBEL 
FOR CONTESTING 
AGAINST NOMINEE
SHIMLA: Continuing to 
crack the whip on party 
rebels who are contesting 
the Himachal Pradesh 
assembly polls as indepen-
dents, the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) on Tuesday 
expelled state party vice-
president Ram Singh for six 
years from party’s primary 
membership. The action 
came a day after the party 
moved against five rebels 

-- a former MP and four for-
mer MLAs -- and expelled 
them from the primary 
membership of the party 
for six years for contesting 
as independent candidates 
against the official nomi-
nees in assembly polls to be 
held on November 12. 

PUNJAB POLICE 
ARRESTS 1097 BIG 
FISH AMONG 6997 
SMUGGLERS
CHANDIGARH: With the 
decisive war against drugs 
waged on the directions 
of Chief Minister Punjab 
Bhagwant Mann to root out 
drugs entered fifth month, 
Punjab Police have arrest-
ed as many as 6997 drug 
smugglers including 1097 
big fish since July 5, 2022. 
The Police have registered 
a total of 5346 FIRs of which 
580 are related to commer-
cial quantity. IGP Head-
quarters Sukhchain Singh 
Gill, who was addressing 
his weekly Press Confer-
ence here on Monday said 
that the Police teams have 
recovered 259.7Kg Heroin 
from across the state after 
carrying out cordon and 
search operations. 

INSTRUCTIONS 
GIVEN TO CONTROL 
STUBBLE BURNING 
IN PUNJAB
CHANDIGARH: Under the 
efforts of the Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann led 
government to curb the 
stubble burning incidents 
in the state, Chief Secre-
tary Vijay Kumar Janjua, 
on Monday, instructed 
to effectively control the 
incidents of paddy stubble 
burning in probable areas 
where such incidents are 
likely to take place. The 
Chief Secretary, while 
presiding over a high-
level meeting on stubble 
management, took stock 
of the incidents of stubble 
burning with the Secretary 
in-charges of the dis-
tricts, who recently visited 
their allotted districts 
and received suggestions 
from them as per the local 
situation.

PROCUREMENT 
SEASON OF PADDY 
TO BE COMPLETED 
WITHIN A WEEK
CHANDIGARH: Assert-
ing that 110 Lakh Metric 
Ton (LMT) paddy has been 
procured so far, the Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann today said that the 
entire process of procure-
ment and lifting will be 
completed within a week. 
The Chief Minister, while 
interacting with the media 
persons after inspecting the 
grain markets here today,  
said that till October 30, 
around 112 LMT of paddy 
has arrived in the state out 
of which nearly 110 LMT has 
been procured. 

Union Minister Jitendra 
Singh on Tuesday said that 
he is 100 per cent confident 
that BJP will win the upcom-
ing assembly election and 
form a government in Him-
achal Pradesh once again.

Union Minister Jitendra 
Singh said, “First of all, I 
think you have to know 
what the common people 
think. The kind of environ-
ment that we are seeing here, 
it seems that the common 
people have decided that the 
Bharatiya Janata Party gov-
ernment should be formed 
once again. Jairam Ji will be 
the Chief Minister. This deci-
sion was taken by the people 
of Himachal based on the 
work of last five years.” Ac-
cording to him, PM Modi’s 
schemes reached late in 
Himachal as Congress gov-
ernment was ruling in Him-
achal Pradesh.

“We saw that in 2014, Modi 
Ji’s government was formed 
at the centre. But many of 
the central schemes reached 
Himachal only after BJP gov-

ernment was formed in the 
state in 2017. For example, 
Ujjawala Scheme came and 
its benefit reached all over 
the country, but it reached 
Himachal after 2017 and 
now the situation is that the 
benefit of Ujjawala Scheme 
has reached 1,37,000 fami-
lies,” said Singh.

“When we talk about dou-
ble engine government, in-
spired by the Ujjawala Yojna, 
Grahni scheme was started 
by the Himachal govern-
ment under the leadership 
of Jairam Thakur under 
which the work of providing 
gas connections to the fami-
lies who left was also done. 
Similarly, for Ayushman 
Bharat, Modi ji implemented 
it across the country. Jai Ram 
Thakur started Him Care 
Scheme here later,” Singh 
further added.

When asked about the 
stance of Bharatiya Janata 
Party on Old Age Pension 
Scheme, Jitendra Singh said, 
“When the rule of Old Pen-
sion Scheme came in Him-
achal Pradesh, at that time 
Congress government was 
ruling Himachal.

BJP IN FULL SWING

‘Confident that 
BJP will form govt 
in Himachal’
TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

  

Chief Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar has claimed that the 
cases of stubble burning in 
Haryana are not even 10 per 
cent of that in Punjab.

“There are not even 10 per 
cent cases of stubble burn-
ing in Haryana as compared 
to Punjab. Last year there 
were 2,561 incidents of stub-
ble burning, whereas it has 
decreased to 1,925 this year 
while 13,873 incidents have 
taken place in Punjab this 
year,” Haryana CM Mano-
har Lal Khattar said while 
addressing a press con-
ference in Chandigarh on 
Monday. He further added 
that they have also appealed 
to Punjab regarding stubble 
burning and the pollution.

“NGT has given directions 
to Punjab. We have also ap-
pealed (to them) that the pol-
lution will not remain in one 
state but will spread to many 
states,” he said.

“We created awareness 
among the farmers and also 
took legal action besides 
imposing penalties and 

registering FIRs. Incidents 
of stubble burning have re-
duced significantly in Hary-
ana as compared to Punjab,” 
Haryana CM said.

Notably, Stubble burning 
had turned worse across 
Punjab, giving no hope of 
improvement in Delhi’s Air 
Quality Index (AQI).

Increasing incidents of 
stubble burning in Punjab 
this year have become a 
matter of serious concern 
with the Union Environment 
Ministry pointing out that 
the AQI is likely to sharply 
deteriorate as only about 45-
50 per cent of sown area in 
the state had been harvested.

Sources in the Environ-
ment Ministry said that 
the contribution of stubble 
burning to the adverse air 
quality in Delhi and the Na-
tional Capital Region has 
been increasing sharply and 
is about 18-20 per cent cur-
rently with the trend only 
likely to increase further.

As per the Standard Pro-
tocol developed by ISRO for 
Commission for Air Quality 
Management (CAQM), for 

the period September 15, 
2022, to October 26, 2022, 
total paddy residue burn-
ing events reported in Pun-
jab were 7,036 compared to 
6,463 for the same period 
during the last year.

CAQM further stated that 
about 70 per cent of farm 
fires during the current 
paddy season were reported 
only from six districts name-
ly Amritsar, Firozpur, Gur-
daspur, Kapurthala, Patiala, 
and Tarn Taran.

These districts account for 
4,899 cases against a total of 
7,036 incidents in Punjab. 
These traditional six hotspot 
districts also accounted for 
about 65 per cent of the total 
burning incidents during the 
last year for the same period. 
Out of a total of 7,036 report-
ed cases, 4,315 stubble-burn-
ing incidences were reported 
during the last six days.

As per the Standard ISRO 
Protocol, for the period of 
September 15 - October 28 
this year, a total of 10,214 
paddy residue burning 
events have been reported 
in Punjab compared to 7,648.

AIR POLLUTION MENACE

STUBBLE BURNING CASES IN HARYANA 
NOT EVEN 10 % OF PUNJAB’S: KHATTAR
TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

Ex CM of Himachal Pradesh 
Shanta Kumar showed his 
dissent over the parole of 
Convicted Rapist self-styled 
Godman and Chief of Dera 
Sacha Sauda of Haryana, 
Gurmeet Ram Rahim. Hi-
machal’s veteran BJP leader 
and former CM Shanta 
Kumar has opened a front 
against Ram Rahim. He 
said that Ram Rahim, who 
is serving a 20-year sen-
tence for rape and murder, 
is coming out on parole and 
giving sermons. Kumar said 
that Ram Rahim is on Parole 
with the support of some 
leaders and few leaders even 
seek his blessings which is 
unacceptable. 

Shanta Kumar further said 
that Ram Rahim is claiming 
to create miracle while bless-
ing someone with son. If this 
miracle was indeed true, 
why could he not escape 
from jail with the help of his 
so called miracles? How was 

he caught on the charge of 
raping and murder? These 
words of Shanta Kumar are 
important because BJP has 
made him a star campaigner 
in Himachal elections.

At the same time, a few 
days ago in Himachal, the 
Transport Minister of CM 
Jai Ram Thakur’s govern-
ment, Bikram Thakur, went 
to Ram Rahim’s satsang and 
took blessings. On the other 
hand, the BJP government in 
Haryana is being accused of 
repeatedly giving parole to 
Ram Rahim.

Where was the miracle 
if he was sentenced to 20 
years?: Shanta Kumar

Kumar exhorted, “He 
said that Ram Rahim was 
sentenced to 20 years, then 
where was his miracle? Even 
in this age of science, some 
people are getting fooled by 
superstition. Unfortunately, 
these include the public and 
politicians and even minis-
ters. The hunger for power 
and votes is driving the lead-
ers into darkness. 

DISSENT IN BJP

Ex-CM Shanta Kumar 
unhappy over parole 
of Ram Rahim
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

HIMACHAL ELECTIONS

Ta k i n g  a  j i b e  a t 
f amil ism,  Union 
Home Minister Amit 

Shah said, “Now is the time 
of the people, not any king. 
The festival of democracy 
has come, now the era of the 
king and queen is no more, 
it is the time of the people”. 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah reached Himachal 
Pradesh for campaigning 
of various BJP candidates. 
He campaigned for Deep 
Raj Kapoor Banthal a BJP 
candidate at Baral ground 
of Karsog in Mandi on Tues-
day. He started his address 
after bowing to Dev Mahu-
nag, the presiding deity of 
Karsog. Amit Shah appealed 
to the people to strengthen 
the hands of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi by sup-
porting Jai Ram Thakur and 
make BJP candidate Deep 
Raj Kapoor Banthal victori-
ous from Karsog by a huge 
margin.

Addressing a public rally in 
Mandi’s Karsog, Amit Shah 

said, “We have built bypass 
roads in Karsog. Kiratpur-
Manali four-lane roads have 
been made. Apart from that, 

we have provided tap water 
to households in the upper 
reaches of the state.” The ad-
dress was made during one 

of the six rallies the Home 
Minister has been scheduled 
to conduct in his two-day 
visit to the poll-bound state.

In his Mandi address, Amit 
Shah said that the BJP is in-
volved in politics to ensure 
security in the country.

“BJP is in politics for the 
nation’s security and to in-
crease its respect among 
other countries. It also aims 
at raising the standard of the 
lives of the country’s poor,” 
he said further.

Further praising the gov-
ernment’s efforts, Shah in 
his address asserted that 
the government has worked 
to provide free ration to 80 
crore people of the country 
during the Corona pan-
demic.

“Modi Ji has worked to 
provide free ration to the 80 
crore citizens of the country. 
If there is any government 
in the world which has pro-
vided free ration, it is the 
Modi government,” Shah 
expressed.

Further in his address, 
Shah attacked Congress 
for making the state their 

“tourist spot”. “Himachal is 
the tourist spot of Congress 
whereas, for Modi ji, the land 
is Karmbhoomi,” Amit Shah 
said.

In a veiled attack on the 
Leader of the Opposition in 
State Assembly Mukesh Ag-
nihotri, Himachal Pradesh 
Chief Minister Jai Ram 
Thakur, said earlier in the 
day, that Congress leaders 
are losing restraint on their 
language anticipating their 
defeat in the coming elec-
tions.

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah landed at Kunho 
Helipad and reached Baral 
Ground by road. Tight secu-
rity arrangements have been 
made for the security of the 
Home Minister.  

Campaigned in favor of Vi-
kram Jariyal in Chamba

Before Karsog, Union 
Ho m e  Mi n i st e r  A m it 
Shah took place at Sinhuta 
Ground in Chamba in Him-
achal, where he campaigned 
in favor of BJP candidate Vi-
kram Jariyal and appealed to 
the people of Chamba to vote 
in favor of BJP. 

SHAH ATTACKS CONGRESS DYNASTS, 
SAYS HIMACHAL WILL BREAK CUSTOM

The Central Government 
on Tuesday issued a notifi-
cation appointing 10 Advo-
cate/Judicial Officers as Ad-
ditional Judges of the Punjab 
and Haryana High Court.

It stated that, “notifications 
dated 01.11.2022, in exercise 
of the power conferred by 
clause (1) of Article 224 of 
the Constitution of India, 
the President, after consulta-
tion with the Chief Justice of 
India, is pleased to appoint 
following Advocate/ Judi-
cial Officers as Additional 
Judges of the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court”. 

In exercise of the power 
conferred by clause (I) of 
Article 224 of the Constitu-
tion of India, the President 
is pleased to appoint S/Shri 
(I) Kuldeep Tiwari, (2) Gur-
bir Singh, (3) Deepak Gupta, 
(4) Smt. Amarjot Bhatti, (5) 
Smt.Manisha Batra, (6) Ms. 
Harpreet Kaur Jeewan, (7) 
Smt. Sukhvinder Kaur, (8) 

Sanjiv Berry, (9) Vikram 
Aggarwal to be Additional 
Judges of the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court, for 
a period of two years with 
effect from the date they as-
sume charge of their respec-
tive offices and appoint (10) 
Smt. 

Ritu Tagore, to be an Ad-
ditional Judge of the Punjab 
and Haryana High Court 
with effect from the date she 
assumes charge of her office 
till 28.09.2024, when she at-
tains the stipulated age of 62 
years fixed for superannua-
tion of a High Court Judge. 
The High Court of Punjab 
and Haryana is presently 
has 56 Judges against the 
sanctioned strength of 85. 
The number will go up to 
66 once the judicial offi-
cers/Advocate will admin-
istered oath of the office. 
The High Court of Punjab 
and Haryana, is a com-
mon institution for the 
States of Punjab, Haryana 
and the Union territory of  
Chandigarh.  

CENTRE NOTIFIES 

PUNJAB AND HARYANA 
HIGH COURT GETS 10 
ADDITIONAL JUDGES
TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI

Senior BJP leader and Him-
achal Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter, Jairam Thakur has ridi-
culed the Congress promise 
of providing 300 units of free 
electricity ahead of the up-
coming state polls. Thakur 
stated that BJP is not charg-
ing any penny till 125 units of 
electricity, then what we will 
do with their 300-unit free 
electricity card? Referring 
to the congress promise he 
further asked if the congress 
government is providing free 
electricity in the two states 
they are governing.

On October 30 Himachal 
Pradesh Chief Minister Jai-
ram Thakur expressed con-
fidence in the BJP’s victory 
in the upcoming Assembly 
elections in the state. “BJP 

will definitely form the gov-
ernment in the state after the 
upcoming Vidhan Sabha 
elections,” CM Thakur said 
while attending ‘Vijay Sank-
alp Abhiyan’ in Churah. The 
Vijay Sankalp Abhiyan has 
started in the state today. 
Under this, all senior BJP 
leaders, union ministers, and 
the ministers of the state will 
conduct public rallies.

“We are doing these rallies 
to boost the election cam-
paign and the decision has 
been taken to ensure the 
victory of the BJP,” state BJP 
president Suresh Kashyap 
said on Friday underscor-
ing that chief ministers of 
neighboring states — Hary-
ana’s Manohar Lal Khattar 
and Uttarakhand’s Pushkar 
Singh Dhami will also join 
the campaign.

ELECTIONS IN HILL STATE

HIMACHAL CM RIDICULES 
CONGRESS’ 300 UNITS OF 
FREE POWER PROMISE
TDG NETWORK 
HIMACHAL PRADESHWith just one day left in Ad-

ampur bypolls scheduled 
for 3 November. All parties 
are on their toes in a bid to 
win the battle. Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP)and 
the Congress, the main op-
position party had roped 
in chief ministers, former 
CMs, ministers, and MLAs 
to campaign in the Adam-
pur bypoll. Political bigwigs 
of all parties continued to 
put their best on the last 
campaigning day for their 
respective candidates for 
Adampur bypoll.

 As a part of the campaign 
the ruling BJP has conduct-
ed a rally and the Chief Min-
ister Manohar Lal said  that 
the party contestant Bhavay 
Bishnoi is going to register 

an emphatic  victory by a 
huge margin in Adampur 
by-election. Taking a jibe at 
the Congress he said that no 
prominent leader from the 
party is campaigning in Ad-
ampur except for the father-
son duo of Bhupinder Singh 
Hooda and Deepender Singh 
Hooda which clearly de-
picts the ongoing infighting 
among its party leaders 

Several cabinet ministers 
namely Anil Vij, Kamal 
Gupta, JP Dalal, Ranjeet 
Singh along with Deputy 
Chief Minister and the JJP 
leader Dushyant Chautala 
were present during the ral-
ly. Dushyant Chautala also 
appealed to the voters to cast 
their franchise in support of 
Bhavay Bishnoi saying that 
he could win not the last par-
liament election from Hisar 
and now it is the responsibil-
ity of the people to make him 

win the battle. 
Former Chief Minister Bh-

upender Singh Hooda and 
State Congress President 
Chaudhary Uday bhan ar-
rived together to campaign 
for Congress candidate 
Jaiprakash JP in Adampur 
on the final  day of the cam-
paign.  Speaking at a series 
of public meetings here on 
Tuesday, Hooda appealed 
to the people that once you 
send Jayaprakash to the 
assembly, I will shake the 
foundations of this.  Hooda 
said that the Congress gov-
ernment is coming in, while 
the BJP is on its way out. He 
said this is why the people 
of Adampur are going to 
participate in the coming 
government from now on. 
People have made up their 
mind to ensure victory for 
the Congress, rising above 
caste, religion and party 

considerations in Adampur.
Likewise, Aam Aadmi 

Party also had a roadshow 
in Adampur, Haryana, on 
November 1, the final day of 
campaigning for the Assem-
bly byelections. Although  
the party chief and the Delhi 
Chief minister could not at-
tend the road show due to 
some reasons. Similarly, the 
INLD supremo OP, former 
Chief Minister Chautala 
and his son Abhay Chautala 
also had campaigned for the 
party contestant Kurdaram. 
Despite his old age and dete-
riorating health conditions, 
OP Chautala had visited 
most of the villages  in the 
constituency, seeking votes 
for party contestants. In con-
tinuation to this, OP Chau-
tala addressed a public rally 
in Adampur constituency on 
the final day of campaigning 
in Adampur.

 IN HARYANA

Campaigning ends for high-stakes 
Adampur Assembly bypoll
RAVINDER MALIK 
CHANDIGARH

POLL-BOUND STATE

RS 31.8 LAKH 
CASH, LIQUOR, 
SEIZED IN HP
TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

Illicit liquor, cash and jew-
ellery valuing worth Rs 18 
crore have been seized by 
the police, excise and mining 
department since the model 
conduct came into force.

During the past 24 hours, 
cash worth Rs 31,80,800 
and around 2109 litres of il-
licit liquor worth Rs 6,16,832 
was seized during the checks 
carried out by the police de-
partment at various places in 
the state. 

Besides the police also 
seized charas and heroin 
worth Rs. 9,29,950, an Elec-
tion Department spokesman 
said here on Monday. The 
spokesman said that during 
the checks by the Income Tax 
Department, cash worth Rs 
16,00,000 and gold worth 
Rs 1,56,345 was also seized.

TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

Union Home Minister Amit Shah addresses Vijay Sankalp Rally, 
at Bhattiyat in Chamba on Tuesday. 

SHAH LISTS BJP GOVT’S FEATS
Chamba: Union Home Minister Amit Shah, while addressing 
an election rally in the Sihuanta area of Bhatiyat Assembly 
constituency in Chamba on Tuesday, highlighted Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s developmental projects including the starting 
of the Fourth Vande Bharat train. Shah emphasised the gov-
ernment’s developmental initiatives taken up earlier. “We 
have set up a medical park in Nalagarh which will give jobs 
to 10,000 people. We’ve also built the Atal tunnel that’ll pro-
mote tourism,” he said. In his address, Shah slammed the 
Congress party for reducing the government’s funds. “For 
the Central government schemes in Himachal Pradesh, 
Atal ji embarked on funding the government schemes with 
the ratio of 90:10, for instance in the Rs 100 scheme.
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DOWNPOUR 

Following a spate of 
heavy rainfall, nor-
mal life has been dis-

rupted in the state of Tamil 
Nadu. Schools in certain 
areas of the city were closed 
after recording heavy rain-
fall in Chennai. 

The district collector 
announced holidays for 
schools in Mayiladuthurai, 
Thiruvarur, and Nagaipat-
tam due to heavy rain.

On Tuesday, heavy rainfall 
was recorded in the Naga-
pattinam district. It was re-
corded at 45.40 mm of rain-
fall. No injuries to cattle or 
humans were recorded.

After heavy rainfall, water 
logging can be seen in parts 
of Chennai. People can be 
seen facing trouble while 
crossing roads. Also, vehi-

cles have been put to a stop 
at knee-height level in water.

Chennai is set to have a 
few more rainy days; the 
minimum temperature in 
the city has dipped to 23 de-

grees Celsius. The upper air 
circulation system is weak, 
however, and not likely to 
become stronger. An upper 
air circulation situated in 
the Southwest Bay of Ben-

gal and off the north coast 
of Sri Lanka is causing light 
to moderate rains over the 
coastal districts of Tamil 
Nadu and Puducherry.

The Regional Meteoro-

logical Centre (RMC) in 
Chennai, which announced 
the onset of the Northeast 
monsoon on 29 October, has 
forecast thunderstorms ac-
companied by lightning at 
isolated locations as well till 
4 November.

The Met department has 
forecast heavy to very heavy 
rains over a few places in 
Tiruvallur, Kancheepuram, 
Ranipet, Vellore, Tirupattur, 
Krishnagiri, Dharmapuri, 
and Salem districts. Similar-
ly, a few places in Chennai, 
Chengalpattu, Tiruvanna-
malai, Villupuram, Kallaku-
richi, Cuddalore, Peram-
balur, Ariyalur, Thanjavur, 
Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam, 
Mayiladuthurai, Pudukkot-
tai, Namakkal, and Tiruchi 
districts of Tamil Nadu. Pu-
ducherry and Karaikal too 
are likely to witness heavy 
rains.

TDG NETWORK
CHENNAI

HEAVY RAINFALL IN PARTS OF TAMIL 
NADU DISRUPTS NORMAL LIFE

A man drags his motorbike through waterlogged road in Chennai on Tuesday. 

TOP OF THE DAY

EARTHQUAKE 
TREMORS FELT IN 
MP, ARUNACHAL 
PRADESH
NEW DELHI: An earth-
quake of magnitude 
3.9 on the Richter scale 
jolted Madhya Pradesh’s 
Pachmarhi on Tuesday 
morning, the National 
Center for Seismology 
informed. According to the 
NCS, the earthquake felt 
had an intensity of 10 km 
depth and 23.28 latitudes 
with 80.35 longitude. 

“Earthquake of Magni-
tude:3.9, Occurred on 
01-11-2022, 08:43:59 IST, 
Lat: 23.28 & Long: 80.35, 
Depth: 10 Km, Location: 
216km ENE of Pach-
marhi, Madhya Pradesh, 
India,” the NCS tweeted. 
In the earlier hours 
of Tuesday, the move-
ment of tectonic plates 
was felt near Arunachal 
Pradesh’s Tawang, which 
was recorded at 3.7 on the 
Richter scale.

MP CELEBRATES 
ITS 67TH 
FOUNDATION DAY
BHOPAL: Madhya 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
has extended greetings to 
all the citizens of the state 
on the occasion of the 67th 
state foundation day. MP 
celebrates its foundation 
day on November 1 and 
a function is also sched-
uled on the occasion in 
the evening at Lal Parade 
ground in the state capital 
Bhopal. Chouhan said, 

“Hearty congratulations 
and best wishes to the 
people of the state, on the 
auspicious occasion of 
Madhya Pradesh founda-
tion day. Madhya Pradesh 
was once Bimaru (sick) 
state, but now we have 
progressed at a fast pace. 
The economic growth 
rate of Madhya Pradesh is 
19.76% this year.”

ENCOUNTER 
BREAKS OUT IN 
J-K’S ANANTNAG
 ANANTNAG:   An encoun-
ter between terrorists 
and security forces broke 
out at Semthan Bijbehara 
area of Anantnag district 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
or Tuesday, said police. 

“Encounter has started at 
Semthan Bijbehara area 
of Anantnag. Police and 
security forces are on the 
job. Further details shall 
follow,” tweeted Kash-
mir Zone Police. Further 
details are awaited. 
Earlier on October 31, the 
Indian Army neutralised a 
Pakistan-based terrorist 
in Kupwara’s Keran sector.

ASSAM RIFLES 
CELEBRATES 
RASHTRIYA EKTA 
DIWAS
GUWAHATI: To com-
memorate the 147th 
birth anniversary of 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
Battalions of 23 sectors 
and Sector HQ Assam 
Rifles, under the aegis 
of Inspector General 
Assam Rifles (East), cel-
ebrated “Rashtriya Ekta 
Divas” at Aizawl, Lunglei 
and Serchhip on Monday.  
According to the official 
statement, various activ-
ities such as Run for Fun 
with civil administration, 
March Past, Oath taking, 
floral tribute, weapon 
display, band display, 
painting competition and 
lecture on Ekta Diwas 
were organised as part 
of week-long celebra-
tions. 

POLITICAL BATTLE

TRS, BJP workers clash 
on last day of Munugode 
by-election campaign
TDG NETWORK
NALGONDA

A clash broke out, alleg-
edly between TRS and BJP 
workers, on the last day of 
the Munugode by-election 
campaign in Telangana’s 
Nalgonda on Tuesday.

As many as 298 polling sta-
tions have been set for the 
Munugode by-election and 
2,41,855 voters will cast their 
vote in the election slated to 
be held on 3 November, said 
the State Chief Electoral Of-
ficer, Vikas Raj.

He said, “The Munugode 
by-election campaign will 
end on Tuesday at 6 p.m. 
and the polling time is from 
7 a.m. to 6 p.m.”

There are around 105 criti-
cal polling stations identi-
fied. The official said that 
booth-level officers and 
medical teams are available. 

“Sufficient light and toilets 
are made sure in all polling 
stations. We have given a 

new design voter ID for the 
first time in Munugode. We 
have set up webcasting in all 
the polling centres,” State 
Chief Electoral Officer said.            

State Chief Electoral Offi-
cer, Vikas Raj further added 
that around 105 critical poll-
ing stations were identified.

“We have given a new de-
sign voter ID for the first 
time in Munugode. We have 
set up webcasting in all the 
polling centres. 51 teams 
have been assigned, includ-
ing flying squads and static 
surveillance teams,” he said, 
adding that the district ad-
ministration is making all 
the arrangements for staff 
in polling stations.

“199 Micro Observers are 
deployed. We have deployed 
3,366 state police and 15 
companies of the central po-
lice force in Munogode. 185 
cases have been registered 
and Rs.6.80 crore and 4,500 
litres of liquor have been 
seized,” Vikas Raj had said.

ACTION

CM’S ULTIMATUM: MAKE ROADS POTHOLE 
FREE BY 15 NOV, PWD CANCELS LEAVES 

After Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
gave an ultimatum to make 
the state pothole free by 15 
November, the Public Works 
Department (PWD) of Uttar 
Pradesh has cancelled the 
leaves of all the department 
officers for November .

The CM’s order came after 
he chaired a high-level meet-
ing on 6 October, following 
which he ordered a state-
wide campaign to improve 
the roads of the state.

The order of PWD min-
ister Jitin Prasada to cancel 
the leaves and speed up the 
campaign of making roads 
pothole-free came days af-
ter the tragic incident of 
the Morbi Bridge collapse, 
which claimed 135 lives.

The department has now 
sought details regarding the 
status of bridges and rope-
ways in the state from all the 
chief engineers and MDs.

On 31 October, nine per-
sons, including officials of 
Oreva, the company that 
renovated the bridge, ticket 
sellers, and security men, 

were arrested for the Morbi 
bridge collapse in Gujarat.

On Sunday, the suspension 
bridge above the Machchhu 
River in the Morbi district 
collapsed. The visuals 
showed people falling into 
the river below.

Gujarat Home Minister 
Harsh Sanghavi said that a 
criminal case has been reg-
istered in connection with 
the incident.

A First Information Report 
(FIR) has been filed by the 

Gujarat Police in the bridge 
collapse incident in Gujarat’s 
Morbi district against private 
agencies for the attempt to 
commit culpable homicide 
and culpable homicide not 
amounting to murder.

The Gujarat Police have 
filed a First Information Re-
port under IPC sections 304 
and 308 (culpable homicide 
not amounting to murder) in 
the bridge collapse tragedy.

The Gujarat government 
has constituted a five-mem-

ber committee headed to 
probe the bridge collapse 
incident.

The police also said that 
the management agency did 
not take due care and quality 
check of the bridge and kept 
it open for the people on 26 
October, displaying severe 
carelessness.

As per reports, the bridge 
was closed for 8 months for 
maintenance and the repair 
work was being completed 
by a private agency..
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The Services of marshals/
bouncers were withdrawn 
with immediate effect from 
Lady Hardinge Medical Col-
lege and Associated Hospi-
tal after instructions from 
Union Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya.

According to the letter 
written by deputy direc-
tor Dr. VK Sharma Lady 
Hardinge Medical College 
and SMT S.K Hospital,” 
withdraw of services of 
Marshal /Bouncer in LMC 
and associated hospital with 
immediate effect.”

 “I am directed to refer to 
the subject cited above and to 
inform you that the services 
of Marshals/Bouncers are 
temporarily suspended in 
lady Hardinge Medical Col-
lege and associated hospi-
tal, therefore the services of 
Marshals may be withdrawn 
with immediate effect till fur-
ther notice” reads the letter.

According to the sources, it 
is also expected to withdraw 
services of Marshals/Bounc-
ers from other hospitals. 

SUSPENSION 

BOUNCERS OF 
LADY HARDINGE 
COLLEGE 
SUSPENDED

SEARCH OPERATION 

Disaster response force 
rescues five trekkers in 
Uttarakhand 

Five trekkers stranded in the 
forest of the Koti slope in Ut-
tarakhand were rescued by 
the State Disaster Response 
Force (SDRF) personnel late 
on Monday night.

The SDRF team rescued 
them late at night after an 
intensive search operation.

“The SDRF was informed 
by Disaster Control Room 
(DCR) Dehradun that five 
people who had gone trek-
king in Koti Dhulhi-Bhadr-
araj, under Sahaspur Po-
lice Station, lost their way 
somewhere in the forest. By 
running an intensive search 
operation by SDRF Rescue 
Team and District Police, 
after hard efforts, five peo-

ple were found safe late at 
night,” said SDRF Spokes-
person.

Later, all the trekkers were 
safely taken to Sahaspur po-
lice station.

Earlier in October, 41 train-
ees and instructors of the 
Nehru Institute of Moun-
taineering were hit by an 
avalanche near the Dokrani 
Bamak glacier when they 
were returning from high-
altitude navigation from 
Mount Draupadi ka Danda-2 
peak (5,670 m).

More than 25 people died 
and several were injured af-
ter the avalanche hit Draupa-
di ka Danda mountain peak 
in Uttarakhand.

Mountaineers participat-
ing in a training course were 
trapped in a glacier crevice. 
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 SDRF team rescues trekkers. 

A bill will be introduced in 
the coming joint session of 
the State Legislature to be 
held in December to enact 
a suitable law on the use of 
the Kannada language in the 
fields and get it passed in the 
session, announced Chief 
Minister Basavaraj Bommai.

Speaking after hoisting a 
Kannada flag on the occa-
sion of the 67th Kannada 
Rajyotsava at Sri Kanteerava 
Indoor Stadium, organised 
by the Department of School 
Education and Literacy and 
Comprehensive Education 
here on Tuesday, he said the 
country’s every language 
is a mother’s tongue and 
all the languages are Rash-
trabhasha. Kannada is their 
mother’s tongue as well as 
‘Rashtrabhasha’. A law will 
be enacted in the state by 
getting the bill passed in the 
coming session of the State 
Legislature on the use of 
Kannada in all fields.

Once this is done, the BJP 
government will become 
the first one to give legal 
protection to the Kannada 
language. Let there be a free 
and frank discussion on 
the proposed legislation in 
public and the government 
is ready to accept all the sug-
gestions with an open mind. 
Apart from passing legisla-
tion on the use of Kannada 
in all fields, one must get the 
feeling of living for the sake 
of this language.

He said in the last three to 
four years, over 3 lakh jobs 

would be created in the pri-
vate sector. Since Karnataka 
has been a progressive state, 
it will develop further if it 
receives Rs 7 lakh crore of 
investment in the coming 
Global Investors Meet. The 
government is working with 
a vision for the all-round 
development of Karnataka. 
Everyone must feel proud of 
this language and the chil-
dren must achieve at an in-
ternational level. The elders 
have shown how to lead a 
life and now it is their turn 
to ensure a better life for the 

children. The people must 
dedicate themselves to work 
and living for Kannada.

Bommai said as many as 
8,000 new classrooms are 
being constructed in one 
year. Since the state was 
formed on the basis of lan-
guage in 1956, this many 
classrooms had never been 
built in a single year by any 
government in the past. No 
previous governments had 
given permission for build-
ing so many classrooms. If 
this work continues for the 
next three years, there will 
be no shortage of classrooms 
in the state. This project has 
been taken up under the 
name of ‘Viveka’.

He said as many as 2.5 lakh 
government jobs are vacant 
and it will be filled up in the 
next two years. This year, 
one lakh jobs will be filled 
up. Once the posts are filled 
up, it will provide jobs for 
Kannadigas and strengthen 
the economy. It will also pave 
the way for the revolution in 
academics and industries.

SEARCH OPERATION 

Govt to enact law on the use of 
Kannada in all fields: CM Bommai
TDG NETWORK
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Basavraj Bommai. 
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Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter Basavaraja Bommai on 
Monday announced a sum 
of Rs 350 crore for the eco-
nomic development of the 
shepherd community. Later, 
Animal Husbandry Minister 
Prabhu B. Chavan congratu-
lated him for implementing 
the “Amrita Scheme”.

Former Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah, representing a 
backward community, did 
not respond to the develop-
ment of the shepherds. Our 
government has implement-
ed many schemes for the de-
velopment of sheep farmers. 
In case of the premature 
death of sheep, compensa-
tion of Rs.5,000 per sheep is 
being given under the Anu-
graha Yojana. Development 
of all people is possible only 
with the BJP, he said.

Prabhu Chavan has called 
for the farmers should take 
advantage of this.

COMPENSATION 

KARNATAKA CM 
ANNOUNCES 
RS 350 CR FOR 
SHEPHERDS

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT 

Two arrested for raping 
woman in Hyderabad

The Hyderabad Police have 
arrested and booked two 
persons for allegedly raping 
a woman on Sunday night.

The police have registered a 
case against the accused per-
sons—identified as Ibrahim 
Baig alias Addu and Mirza 
Omer Baig alias Zubair—
under sections 376D, 376 (2) 
(L) of the Indian Penal Code 

at the Chatrinaka Police Sta-
tion area.

According to the police, the 
accused persons raped the 
woman in the burial ground 
of Ghulam Murtuza Chawni 
on 30 October and fled from 
the place.  The police were 
intimated by the locals, who 
noticed the woman and took 
her to the Chatrinaka police 
station. As per the informa-
tion, Addu was arrested at 
GM Chawni. 
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IN TAMIL NADU 

SHOPKEEPER WHO REFUSED TO 
SELL SNACKS TO SCHEDULED 
CASTE CHILDREN GETS BAIL

The Madurai branch of the 
Madras High Court has 
granted bail to a shopkeeper 
from Panchakulam village in 
Tenkasi, who was arrested 
for refusing to sell snacks 
to school children from a 
Scheduled Caste.

The judge on Monday 

granted conditional bail to 
Maheswaran and dismissed 
an appeal to grant bail to 
K Ramachandran and his 
mother Sudha on the ground 
that this was not the first 
such allegation against the 
duo. 

A video went viral on social 
media in which a shopkeep-
er was seen refusing to give 
snacks to some students . 
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Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh’s speech 
on 27 Oct 2022 dur-

ing celebration of Shaurya 
Diwas to commemorate the 
75th year of air landed opera-
tion of the Indian Forces at 
Budgam Airport in 1947 has 
sparked new rays and hope 
of reunification of PoK and 
Gilikit Balistan with India. At 
the same time, it has raised 
curious and cautious specu-
lation all over the world, 
including in adversary 
countries, about impending 
action by India to fulfill this 
dream and commitment of 
Parliament endorsed as a 
unanimous resolution on 22 
February 1994. In this back-
drop, it is worth to analyse 
and explore the pros, cons, 
ways and probable after ef-
fects of such action under the 
global scenario.

On 27 October 1947, the 
Indian Army was inducted 
by the Indian Air Force at 
Budgam Airport to evict 
Pakistani forces and tribal 
raiders from J&K, a day af-
ter the “Instrument of Ac-
cession” was signed between 

Maharaja Hari Singh and 
the Republic of India. A real 
route was essential to land 
forces in Kashmir owing to 
the fact that the road link to 
Srinagar from Jammu and 
remaining part of the India 
was de-linked as it used to 
pass through Muzaffarabad 
and Mirpur in Pakistan.

The Gilkit area of Kashmir 
was leased to the British gov-
ernment for 60 years by the 
Maharaja of Kashmir in 1935. 
However, the Gilkit area 
was retro ceded to Maharaja 
along with Gilkit Scout in 
1947, but the effective rule 
of Maharaja could not be es-
tablished there as all British 
officers posted in Gilkit opted 
for Pakistan and Muslim-
dominated Gilkit scouts ar-
rested Governor Designate 
a representative of Maharaja 
on his arrival to Gilkit. Sub-
sequently, British officer Ma-
jor Brown hoisted Pakistan 
Flag on 4 November 1947 in 
Gilkit and illegally declared 
Gilkit as a part of Pakistan. 
Since then, Pakistan has 
deliberately changed the de-
mography of PoK by inhab-
iting ex-servicemen Muslim 
Punjabi, Pathans and other 
ethnics in PoK from the rest 
of the Pakistan. PoK has also 
become hub of Pakistan sup-
ported terrorist organization.

PoK is of immense strategic 
importance by virtue of its lo-
cation. It provides a crucial 
link between Pakistan and 
China. It has tremendous 
potential to be developed 
as a source of natural re-

sources and energy proj-
ects. Pakistan and China 
have established strategic 
defences and infrastructure 
in PoK, including airfields 
and modern villages, hydel 
projects, road links like 
Karakorum express high-
way and proposed rail link 
parallel to express highway. 
The Skardu airport has been 
converted into international 
airport as well as providing 
strategic air base to Chinese 
and Pakistan air forces. Chi-
na has huge investment of 
more than 20 billion dollars 
in PoK. Another major factor 
is Chinese presence in PoK 
that further limits India’s 
options in Kashmir. Abro-
gation of Article 370 and ad-
ministrative changes in J&K 
as well as visibly aggressive 
posture of our government 
has prompted China and 
Pakistan to realign and 
strengthen their militarily 
presence in PoK, LoC and 
LAC as a preemptive move 
to counter Indian attempts to 
realign PoK and Aksai Chin 
with India. Success of any 
military operation is based 
on overall assessment of 
the situation, enemy power, 
preparedness and surprise 
element of operation. Mod-
ern warfare needs quick 
and all-out efforts to achieve 
immediate and complete air 
and maritime superiority so 
as to enable army to capture 
and hold ground. The areas 
high mountainous and dense 
forest terrain of PoK and Gil-
kit Balistan as well as access 
from the Indian side to LoC 
restricts decisive forward 
movements of Indian forces 
into PoK. Indian military 
strength in J&K and Ladakh 
is intended to defend Indian 
sovereignty by penetration 
into LoC to some extent. 
However, for any probable 
assault action, we need to 
have at least three-time su-

periority over enemy forces. 
Considering more than 
1,20,000 Pakistan Army, 
60,000 northern Mujahid 
Battalions and 11,000 PLA 
in PoK as well as ongoing 
standoff on LAC restricts 
immediate offensive opera-
tion by India on PoK unless 
we are able to augment our 
resources, especially air 
power inclusive of RPAV 
and missiles to the tune of 
15 more squadrons to take 
on the combined action of 
PLAF and Pakistan forces. 
Another threat to counter 
Indian actions is the Centre 
of Artificial Intelligence and 
Computing (CENTAIC) set 
up under the PAF with Chi-
nese support which may be 
a crucial turning point. Un-
doubtedly Pakistan and PLA 
are on the verge of complete 
alignment against India; 
hence, now India has to face 
a joint military capabilities of 
PLA and Pakistan as a single 
military objective in PoK. The 
ongoing Russia-Ukraine con-
flict has revealed a paradigm 
shift in the mode of military 
operations. Despite massive 
military, economic and space 
superiority, Russia could not 
achieve success even after 
eight months. International 
intervention and financial 
sanctions have emerged as 
a turning point. At the mo-
ment, the USA and Western 

block is not supporting In-
dia against Pakistan rather 
extending major financial, 
military and diplomatic 
support to Pakistan; hence, 
we may face huge resistance 
and deniable response from 
them to our actions in PoK.

Heavy investment of 60 
billion dollars and unreal-
istic debt provided by China 
through CPEC is pushing 
Pakistan to be a de-facto 
colonial state of China. Over 
and above, the armed forces 
of Pakistan are having domi-
nance of Chinese weaponry 
and operational synergy. 
Hence, the duo of China and 
Pakistan is now a single war 
front against India. China 
will act as a deterrent against 
any military action in PoK by 
India to reunite it. PoK is one 
of the most crucial links for 
China to formulate and im-
plement its long-term goal to 
achieve undisputed military 
and economic dominance in 
the region of Central, Middle 
East Asia and in Arabian 
Sea. PoK is life line of the 
CPEC project as well as to 
provide access to China to 
the Gwadar Port Complex, a 
gateway to Arabian Sea and 
central Asia to China.

There is an apprehension 
that Pakistan may lease 
out Gilkit-Balistan region 
to China for 50 years in the 
near future to get a waiver 

on mounting heavy debt 
due to investment in the 
CPEC project. Growing 
influence of China in this 
region by its debt tape econ-
omy linked diplomacy is the 
biggest threat to the world. 
Hence, reunification of PoK 
with India, including Gilkit 
Balistan, is most crucial and 
significant for future world 
order, peace and tranquility 
in Central, Middle East and 
south-east Asia. The pres-
ent Indian military doctrine 
is based on the principle of 
offensive defence where as 
to occupy PoK, there is im-
pending need to augment 
armed forces, especially air 
power in terms of infrastruc-
ture, strength and functional 
synergy and manoeuvres to 
achieve decisive goal  over 
probable joint retaliation by 
China and Pakistan. Sens-
ing prevailing Indian assets 
in terms of military, strategic 
and international diplomacy, 
all-out military action in the 
near future attracts exhaus-
tive preparedness in all do-
mains, including military, 
infrastructural and diplo-
matic forum. India should 
continue to adopt pro-active, 
aggressive posture to expose, 
isolate Pakistan and China 
in all possible international 
domain to develop conge-
nial environment on this is-
sue. We should continue to 
boost massive development 
in J&K, as well as explore all 
the possibilities to support 
mass demography in PoK 
and Balochistan against the 
atrocities of Pakistan and 
China in the name of CPEC 
and economic development.

Major General J.K.S. Parihar, 
Sena Medal, Bar to Vishisht 
Seva Medal (Retd.); former 
Additional Director General, 
AFMS and expert on defence 
and international strategic af-
fairs.

For India, reclaiming 
PoK won’t be easy
China has huge investments of over $20 billion in PoK. Chinese 
presence in PoK is a major factor that limits India’s options in 
Kashmir. Also, both China and Pakistan have established strategic 
infrastructure in PoK, including airfields and modern villages.

NOVEL EXPERIMENT

RAJNATH SINGH’S SPEECH

The Morbi bridge collapse is a tragedy that defies 
words with around 140 people losing their lives. 
The Gujarat state government rushed to the site 
with the CM himself leading from the front. While 
one is still coming to terms with the tragedy, the 
state government has opened an investigation into 
the tragedy. The contract for renovating the bridge 
was given in March to the Oreva Group in March 
last year. The bridge 
was re-opened only 
recently on 26 Octo-
ber to coincide with 
the Gujarati New 
Year but as it turns 
out, due diligence 
was not done. Ac-
cording to media re-
ports, the company 
had not filed for the 
fitness certificate 
when it reopened the 
bridge. The bridge 
which is suspended 
by cables over the 
River Machchhu is 
a tourist attraction. 
It can at best accom-
modate 100 to maximum 125 people. At the time of 
the collapse, there were around 500 people jump-
ing and jostling on the “jhoola bridge” to celebrate 
Chath Pooja. The ticket cost was Rs 17—but in real 
terms, the cost turned out to be way too heavy.

Since this is election time in Gujarat, questions are 
being raised and political points are being scored 
with some opposition leaders pulling out an old clip 
of PM Narendra Modi during the West Bengal polls 
where he questioned a similar collapse of a bridge 
as a sign from God about the shoddy development 
work being undertaken in the state. While the op-
position is within its right to score debating points, 
is now the right time for such mudslinging? Lives 
lost are still being counted and families are still to 
come to terms with the loss. The state government 
wasted no time in rushing to the spot with the state 
CM himself leading the charge. The investigation 
is still ongoing as to what led to the collapse. Valid 
questions relating to the reopening of the bridge 
need to be asked. Who gave the go-ahead to reopen 
the bridge? Why did the state civic authorities not 
do the due diligence when the bridge reopened 
without all the checks in place? It’s not as if the re-
opening was a covert, undercover operation. Some-
one must have looked the other way—was it an act 
of negligence or corruption?

These are questions that need to be answered 
before the blame game begins. And with it the 
politicking. More important than scoring political 
brownie points is to ensure that tragedies like this 
are not repeated. And to give the families some clo-
sure as to what exactly went wrong and who was to 
blame. As for the rest, it is election time in Gujarat, 
and the BJP knows all too well how this will play 
out on the campaign field.

PRIYA SAHGAL

perspective
FIX RESPONSIBILITY

STOP bLAME GAME, 
ENSuRE MORbI-LIkE 
TRAGEdIES AREN’T 
REPEATEd IN fuTuRE

Education is for life. This 
one sentence can have two 
meanings. One is that edu-
cation as a process continues 
for the entire span of a per-

son’s life. It is not restricted 
to those days which are as-
sociated with an educational 
institution. Second, that ed-
ucation is not just for finding 

a livelihood—learning and 
being financially secure. It is 
about being a value-adding 
member of society. It’s about 
grooming himself/herself 
to be a patriotic and health-
conscious citizen prepared 
to discharge his/ her funda-
mental duties and be of help 
to society at large.

Though both of these 
meanings are true in their 
own sense, it is about the 
second that we would like 
to elaborate on. The cur-
riculum and environment 
in schools have seen many 
healthy movements over the 
years. However, the require-
ment of a healthy society 
in an exponential world is 
much more dynamic than 
what could be incorporated 
into the curriculum. There-
by, it leaves us with the op-
tion of having some dynamic 
entity in the environment of 
the educational institutions 
which will equip the stu-
dents and society to be better 

informed. Apart from infor-
mation, a platform that they 
consider their own can help 
the students productively 
participate in the discourse 
that shapes the morrow. 
Education should be able to 
guide on the new ways to go 
about social life given the re-
alities of the increasing obe-
sity and diabetes pandemic 
–on how you eat your food, 
live your life and celebrate 
birthdays! It should be able 
to guard a generation from 
the advertisement blizz of 
Ultra Processed Foods.

It is in the above context 
that the novel experiment 
of Social Health Clubs in 
educational institutions 
deserves a mention. Social 
Health Clubs have been 
formed in about twenty-odd 
schools across India as this is 
being written. More impor-
tantly, it offers each of you 
reading this, a point of ac-
tion—constituting or facili-
tating a Social Health Club 

in your area of influence. It 
might be your school/college 
or your alma mater. It might 
be the school you are teach-
ing in or the ones for which 
your kids are packing their 
bags.

Social Health Clubs are 
conceptualised as decentral-
ized and self-driven entities 
at the level of educational 
institutions. Students come 
together to form the club 
with the teachers/parents 
as patrons. This club is then 
envisaged to provide a plat-
form for the various activi-
ties of students which might 
include, but are not restrict-
ed to, competitions, sympo-
siums, plays, occasions, and 
any other.

The concept of social health 
is more inclined toward the 
promotional and preventive 
aspects of healthcare rather 
than the curative side. It 
seeks to instil the perspective 
that health as a goal needs to 
be sought with a “society as 

a whole” approach and can-
not be restricted to the in-
dividual health of a person. 
This perspective enables the 
platform to look deeper into 
the socially communicable 
diseases which are today 
euphemistically called non-
communicable diseases. 
Some reports suggest that 
60% of the deaths in India 
are now due to such socially 
communicated diseases. The 
activities of the Social Health 
Clubs can help highlight and 
address this aspect. Once 
the platform is made and is 
available to students, it can 
help them chart a course 
on multifarious social is-
sues that need attention–an 
elaboration of the various is-
sues that could be addressed 
would be too long to be at-
tempted in this short article.

The hope with Social 
Health Clubs is also because 
of the impact that it has 
started to have. On 7 July, 
some very reputed schools 

had given in to celebrating 
World Chocolate Day with-
out realizing how they are 
being made use of by vested 
commercial interests. Stu-
dents were made to decorate 
cookies with sugary choco-
late syrup inadvertently pro-
moting amongst themselves 
Ultra-Processed Foods 
which are now known to 
have the most drastic impact 
on health. However, on the 
very same day, armed with 
a general mandate to pro-
mote Social Health, the So-
cial Health Club in Kendriya 
Vidyalaya, Jyotipuram, UT 
of J&K celebrated “Healthy 
Food” Day. Students were 
requested to bring to the 
school what they thought 
of as healthy food. The riot 
of colours that they saw on 
each other’s tiffin boxes with 
various fruits and vegetables 
was in stark contrast to the 
schools which had de-edu-
cated their students by cel-
ebrating an occasion spon-

sored by vested commercial 
interests.

This is just the beginning. 
Concerted action by society 
can ensure that there is more 
traction for the concept and 
more visibility for the efforts 
that the Clubs do. Individu-
als and organizations can 
contribute their might to this 
noble cause.

Education is for life—that 
of your own and of others. 
It brings about your person-
ality, values, and the leader 
in you. It helps you follow 
the right causes in the right 
earnest. For a society to pro-
mote its own education, it 
has to radically improvise 
the structures and process-
es. It will take you and me to 
make that change!

Justice M.R. Hariharan Nair 
retired as a Judge of the High 
Court of Kerala. 
Raghuraj Rajendran is an IAS 
officer of the Madhya Pradesh 
cadre. 

Social Health Clubs: Uniting for the health of society

Since this is election time in 
Gujarat, questions are being 
raised and political points 
are being scored with some 
opposition leaders pulling 
out an old clip of PM Modi 
during the West Bengal 
polls where he questioned a 
similar collapse of a bridge 
as a sign from God about 
the shoddy development 
work being undertaken 
in the state. While the 
opposition is within its 
right to score debating 
points, is now the right time 
for such mudslinging?
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The Supreme Court 
in the case State 
of  Jharkhand vs 

Shailendra Kumar Rai ob-
served that a dying decla-
ration does not become in-
admissible merely because 
it was recorded by police 
personnel.

The bench comprising of 
Justice DY Chandrachud 
and Justice Hima Kohli 
observed and has stated 
that although a dying dec-
laration ought to ideally be 
recorded by a Magistrate if 
possible and it cannot be 
said that dying declarations 
recorded by police person-
nel are inadmissible for that 
reason alone.

Adding to it, the court stat-
ed that the issue of whether 
a dying declaration recorded 
by the police is admissible 
must be decided after con-
sidering the facts and cir-
cumstances of each case.

In the present case, the 
prosecution case against the 
accused was that he raped 
the victim and later poured 
kerosene on her and set her 
on fire with a matchstick 
and ran away. One of the 
victim’s family (along with 
the villager) extinguished 
the fire and took her to a 
hospital. The information 
was received by the station 
in-charge regarding the in-

cident and has reached the 
hospital where he recorded 
the victim’s ‘fard beyan’ on 
the same day. Before the 
Court, in her state, it was 
narrated by her the incident 
as described in paragraph 2 
above. The Trial Court con-
victed the accused under 
Section 302, Section 341, 
Section 376 and Section 448 
of the IPC. Latterly, the High 
Court allowed the appeal 

and acquitted the accused.
In an appeal, it has been 

noted by the Apex Court 
that the statement of the 
deceased indicates that she 
sustained the burn injuries 
as a result of the accused 
having poured kerosene on 
her and setting her on fire 
and that the accused raped 
her before setting her on fire 

– this is being a description 
of the circumstances of the 

transaction which had been 
resulted in the death of the 
deceased.

The bench stated that on 
the issue weather the state-
ment made to police officer 
was admissible.

The bench added that 
there being no rule to the ef-
fect that a dying declaration 
is inadmissible when it is 
recorded by a police officer 
instead of a Magistrate. Al-

though a dying declaration 
ought to ideally be recorded 
by a Magistrate, if possible, 
an it cannot be said that the 
dying declarations recorded 
by police personnel are in-
admissible for that reason 
alone. The bench stated that 
the issue of whether a dying 
declaration recorded by the 
police is admissible must be 
decided after considering 
the facts and circumstances 

of each case...The fact that 
the dying declaration is not 
in the form of questions and 
answers does not impact ei-
ther its probative value or its 
admissibility.

While referring to the evi-
dence on record, the bench 
stated that it is satisfied that 
the dying declaration was 
made voluntarily and is true. 
Thus, the court restored the 
conviction of the accused.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: DYING DECLARATION 
DOES NOT BECOME INADMISSIBLE MERELY 
BECAUSE IT IS RECORDED BY POLICE OFFICER
TDG NETWORK 

On Tuesday, the Central Government notifies the ap-
pointment of 10 Additional Judges to the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court named:
1. Kuldeep Tiwari, Advocate

2. Gurbir Singh. Judicial Officer

3. Deepak Gupta, Judicial Officer

4. Smt. Amarjot Bhatti, Judicial Officer

5. Smt. Ritu Tagore, Judicial Officer

6. Smt. Manisha Batra, Judicial Officer

7. Ms. Harpreet Kaur Jeewan, Judicial Officer

8. Smt. Sukhvinder Kaur, Judicial Officer

9. Sanjiv Berry, Judicial Officer

10. Vikram Aggarwal, Judicial Officer

IN COURT

PUNJAB AND HARYANA 
HIGH COURT: CENTRE 
NOTIFIES APPOINTMENT 
OF 10  ADDITIONAL 
JUDGES

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Committee 
of Management Anjuman Intezamia Masjid 
Varanasi vs. Rakhi Singh & Ors observed and 
has agreed to post the Gyanvapi Masjid case 
on November 10, after an urgent mentioning 
was made by the Hindu plaintiffs.

The counsel, Advocate Vishnu Shankar 
Jain made an urgent mentioning before a 
bench comprising of Justice Chandrachud 
stating that the said matter was to be listed on 
20th October 2022. It has been pointed out 
by the counsel that the court’s order of pre-
serving the area where a Shivling was report-
edly found in the Gyanvapi masjid premises 
during the survey will expire on 12.11.2022.

Further, the counsel stated that the diffi-
culty is that the interim order is expiring on 
12.11.2022. It was the agreed by the bench to 
post the matter on 10th November, 2022.

In the present case, a special leave petition 
was filled by Anjuman Intezemia Masjid 
Committee (which is managing the Gyanva-
pi Mosque), wherein challenging the survey 
ordered by the Varanasi Civil Court in a suit 
filed by five Hindu women wherein seeking 
the right to worship the deities in the mosque 
premises throughout the year.

It was clarified by Top Court on May 17 that 
the order passed by the Civil Judge Senior Di-
vision at Varanasi to protect the spot where 
a “shivling” was claimed to have been found 

during the survey of the Gyanvapi mosque 
will not be restricting the right of Muslims 
to access the mosque to offer namaz and to 
perform religious observances.  

The Supreme Court has transferred the 
suit to Varanasi District Court on May 20, 
wherein observing that a senior and expe-
rienced judicial officer should deal with the 
matter considering the sensitivity of the is-
sues involved. It had been directed by the 
court that the District Court should hear the 
applications filed by the Masjid Committee 
under Order 7 Rule 11 CPC questioning the 
maintainability of the suit on priority.  

It was observed that on July 21, the Court 
adjourned the matter to October 20, to await 
the decision of the District Court. Recently, 
the Masjid Committee’s objection has been 
rejected by the District Court for the main-
tainability of the suit and held that the same 
was not barred by the Places of Worship Act 
1991.

Last week, the application filed by the 
plaintiffs for carbon-dating and scientific in-
vestigation of the “shiv ling” was dismissed 
by the Varanasi Court. The Varanasi court 
remarked that if Carbon Dating or Ground 
Penetrating Radar is permitted and if any 
damage is caused to the ‘Shiva Linga’ then 
it would be a violation of the order of the Su-
preme Court to protect it and it might also 
hurt the religious sentiments of the general 
public.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: GYANVAPI 
MASJID CASE POSTED ON 
NOVEMBER 10 AFTER URGENT 
MENTIONING BY HINDU PLAINTIFFS

TDG NETWORK 

The National Company Law Tri-
bunal (“NCLT”) in the case Central 
Bank of India v Mr.Kothapatti Raju, 
the Amravati Bench, comprising of 
Judicial Member, Justice Telaprolu 
Rajani observed while adjudicat-
ing a plea filled and has held that in 
terms of Section 97 and Section 100 
of IBC, no right of audience or notice 
can be given to the Personal Guar-
antor at a stage before appointing 
the Interim Resolution Professional.
Facts of the Case:

The Corporate Debtor/ Respon-
dent No.2 i.e., Sri Ananda Lakshmi 
Narasimha Industries India Pvt. 
Ltd had availed facilities amount-
ing to Rs. 33,18,09,761.02/- from the 
Financial Creditor i.e., Central Bank 
of India. The Personal Guarantor/
Respondent No.1 i.e., Mr. Kothapatti 
Raju stood a personal Guarantor to 
the credit facilities which is availed 
by the Corporate Debtor.

The default have been committed 

by the Corporate Debtor in repay-
ing of the debt amount. However, 
the Financial Creditor had issued 
a recall letter requesting the Corpo-
rate Debtor for clearing the entire 
due amount but to no avail. Vide or-
der dated 04.04.2022, the Debt Re-
covery Tribunal (DRT) had directed 
the Corporate Debtor to pay a sum 
of Rs. 33,93,23,650.15/- as on 3rd Au-
gust, 2020 at an applicable contrac-
tual rate of interest. Nonetheless, no 
payments were being made.

An application under Section 95 
of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code, 2016 (“IBC”) was filled by the 
Financial Creditor, wherein seek-
ing to initiate Insolvency Resolu-
tion Process against the Personal 
Guarantor of the Corporate Debtor. 
The Personal Guarantor did not en-
ter appearance although the notice 
was issued.

NCLT Decision:
It was observed by the bench that 

although the notice was issued but 
the Personal Guarantor did not ap-

pear. Even though it was observed 
that if the Personal Guarantor had 
appeared, no right of audience is 
available to him as provided under 
Section 95 or Section 97 of IBC.
An application once made un-

der Section 95 of IBC and is filed 
through a Resolution Professional, 
the Adjudicating Authority un-
der Section 97 of IBC shall direct 
the Board within seven days for 
confirming that no disciplinary 
proceedings are pending against 
Resolution Professional. The bench 
observed that it shall be communi-
cated by the Board to the Adjudi-
cating Authority in writing either 
(a) for Confirming the appointment 
of the resolution professional; or (b) 
Rejecting the appointment of the 
resolution professional and nomi-
nating of another resolution profes-
sional for the insolvency resolution 
process.

Further, the bench observed that 
under Section 99 of IBC, such Reso-
lution Professional shall submit his 

report. Based on the said report, 
the Adjudicating Authority shall 
pass an order under Section 100 of 
IBC, either an application made is 
accepted or rejected. It is only pro-
vided under Section 100(3) of IBC 
that a copy of the order passed un-
der Section 100(1) to the Creditors 
shall be provided by the Adjudi-
cating Authority. Subsequently, in 
terms of Section 97 and Section 100 
of IBC, the no right of audience can 
be given to the Personal Guarantor 
at a stage before appointing the In-
terim Resolution Professional (IRP).

Accordingly, the bench held that 
no notice is required to be served 
for the Personal Guarantor at the 
stage of appointment of IRP. The 
bench observed that the application 
made under Section 95 of IBC was 
found to be complete. It has been 
admitted by the bench that the ap-
plication under Section 95 of IBC 
and initiated insolvency resolution 
process against the Personal Guar-
antor.

IN COURT

NCLT Amravati: No Notice Is Required 
At The Stage Of Appointment Of IRP 
For Personal Guarantor
TDG NETWORK 
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Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi will 
inaugurate 3024 new-

ly constructed EWS flats at 
Kalkaji, Delhi built for reha-
bilitating slum dwellers un-
der ‘In-Situ Slum Rehabilita-
tion’ Project and hand over 
keys to eligible beneficiaries 
at Bhoomiheen Camp in a 
programme at Vigyan Bha-
wan in Delhi on 2nd Novem-
ber, 2022 at 4:30 PM.

In line with the vision of 
the Prime Minister to pro-
vide housing for all, in-situ 
slum rehabilitation in 376 
Jhuggi Jhopri clusters is be-
ing undertaken by Delhi 
Development Authority 
(DDA). The objective of the 
rehabilitation project is to 
provide a better and healthy 
living environment to the 
residents of Jhuggi Jhopri 
clusters, with proper ameni-
ties and facilities.

DDA has undertaken three 
such projects at Kalkaji Ex-
tension, Jailorwala Bagh 
and Kathputli Colony. Un-
der the Kalkaji Extension 
Project, in-situ Slum Reha-
bilitation of three slum clus-
ters namely Bhoomiheen 
Camp, Navjeevan camp and 
Jawahar camp located at 
Kalkaji are being taken up 
in a phased manner. Under 
Phase I, 3024 EWS flats at 
the nearby vacant commer-
cial centre site have been 
constructed. The Jhuggi 

Jhopri site at Bhoomiheen 
Camp will be vacated by re-
habilitating eligible house-
holds of Bhoomiheen camp 
to the newly constructed  
EWS flats. Post vacation of 

Bhoomiheen Camp site, in 
Phase II, this vacated site 
will be utilised for rehabili-
tation of Navjeevan Camp 
and Jawahar Camp. 

Phase I of the Project has 

been completed and 3024 
flats are ready to move in. 
These flats have been con-
structed at a cost of about Rs. 
345 crores and are equipped 
with all civic amenities in-

cluding finishing having 
been done with vitrified 
floor tiles, ceramics tiles, 
Udaipur green marble coun-
ter in kitchen, etc. Public 
amenities like Community 
parks, Electric Sub-stations, 
Sewage Treatment plant, 
dual water pipelines, lifts, 
Underground reservoir for 
hygienic water supply etc 
have also been provided. 
The allotment of flats will 
provide the people owner-
ship title as well as a sense of 
security.

PM Modi to hand over flats 
to Economically Weaker 
Section allottees 

DEVELOPMENT 

    PM to inaugurate 3024 newly constructed flats at Kalkaji, Delhi under ‘In-Situ Slum 
Rehabilitation Project on 2nd November

    PM to hand over keys of flats to eligible Jhuggi Jhopri dwellers at Bhoomiheen Camp
    In line with PM’s vision to provide housing for all
    Project will provide a better and healthy living environment; equipped with all civic 

amenities and facilities
    Flats will give ownership title and sense of security
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Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry, Con-
sumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution and 
Textiles, Shri Piyush Goyal 
today asked stakeholders of 
the textile industry to strive 
to move up the value chain 
and focus on products of 
high value. He was interact-
ing with the beneficiaries 
of the Production Linked 
Incentive Scheme (PLI) for 
textiles at a review meeting 
in New Delhi.

He asked the beneficiaries 
to focus on improving the 
quality of textile products 
made in India to make them 
world-class. The USP of In-
dian textile industry must 
not be restricted to cheap 
labor, the Minister opined. 
He asked that textile sector 
workers be paid fairly, given 
social security and brought 
to the formal sector.

Shri Goyal acknowledged 
the textile sector’s inherent 
capability to create employ-
ment and drive both growth 
and exports and said that 
textiles was one of the sec-
tors identified by Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi as 
an industry with immense 
potential.

The Minister said that the 
centre was looking at PLI 
2.0 and instructed officials 
of the Ministry to undertake 
extensive and exhaustive 
stakeholder consultations 
before finalizing the con-
tours of PLI 2.0. He asked 
them to make PLI 2.0 robust 
and emphasized that PLI 

2.0 would empower the sec-
tor to compete globally with 
top exporting countries like 
China, Vietnam.

The review meeting under 
the Chairmanship of Hon’ble 
Minister was attended by 
representative of 49 compa-
nies and key dignitaries of 
Ministry of Textiles. Under 
the PLI Textile Part 1, 67 ap-
plicants had applied out of 
which 64 were selected and 
out of these 64 companies 
55 companies have formed 
participant companies. The 
proposed investment dur-
ing the entire tenure of the 
scheme is INR 19,789 Cr out 
of which INR 1,536 Cr. has 
been invested so far.

Review meeting was held 
to understand the imple-
mentation status of the proj-

ects under the Scheme and 
for resolving their issues. 
Companies complimented 
the Ministry for PLI scheme. 
At the meeting, several pro-
cedural issues were clari-
fied for the sake of easy un-
derstanding. NICDC shared 
the ready availability of land 
with plug and play facil-
ity at Dholera, Aurangabad, 
Greater NOIDA and Indore.

Minister also directed the 
Ministry team to actively 
engage with the partici-
pants and resolve state and 
administrative issues they 
faced. He urged textile in-
dustry players to work with 
a sense of duty, a ‘kartavya 
bhavana’, aim higher and 
dream bigger to take Indian 
textile industry to greater 
heights.

INDUSTRY 

PIYUSH  GOYAL CHAIRS REVIEW 
MEETING OF PLI FOR TEXTILES; 
INTERACTS WITH BENEFICIARIES

    Goyal asks textile industry to strive to move up the 
value chain and focus on products of high value

    Textile industry has immense potential to accelerate 
job creation, exports and growth: Piyush Goyal

    Minister says textile sector’s USP should not be re-
stricted to cheap labour; workers should be paid well 
and given social security

   Goyal instructs Ministry to ensure extensive and ex-
haustive stakeholder consultations before finalizing 
PLI 2.0
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Minister of Civil Aviation, Shri Jyoti-
raditya M. Scindia along with MoS, 
Ministry of Civil Aviation Gen. Dr. 
Vijay Kumar Singh (Rtd.) inaugu-
rated direct flights between Indore 
and Chandigarh today, 1st Novem-
ber 2022. 

The operation of this new route 
will enhance regional connectivity 
and promote trade, commerce, and 
tourism between these cities. The 

flights will operate three days a 
week as per the following schedule: 

In his address, Shri Jyotiraditya M. 
Scindia congratulated the residents 
of both cities and said that it is a mat-
ter of great joy that a new route is be-
ing enabled for Madhya Pradesh’s 
economic capital, on the special 
occasion of the Foundation Day of 
the State. Besides, the Minister as-
sured that the Union Government is 
making significant efforts to provide 
additional international flight opera-

tions to Chandigarh airport. 
Gen. Dr. Vijay Kumar Singh (Rtd.) 

expressed optimism that it would of-
fer easy and comfortable travel op-
tions, along with boosting trade and 
commerce activities. 

The inauguration was graced by 
Shri Kailash Vijayvargaya (via vid-
eo message), Shri Tulsiram Silawat, 
Minister for Water Resources, Govt. 
of Madhya Pradesh, Ms. Anmol 
Gagan Mann, Minister of Tourism 
and Culture Affairs, Govt. of Pun-

jab, Shri Shankar Lalwani, Member 
of Parliament (LS), Shri Mahendra 
Hardia, MLA, Ms. Malini Gaur, 
MLA, and Shri Pushyamitra Bhar-
gav, Mayor of Indore, Shri Gaurav 
Ranadive, BJP City President. Addi-
tionally, Shri Rajiv Bansal, Secretary, 
Ministry of Civil Aviation, Shri R.K. 
Singh, Principal Advisor, IndiGo, 
and other dignitaries from MoCA, 
AAI, IndiGo, and local administra-
tion from Indore and Chandigarh 
were also present.

AVIATION 

Civil Aviation Minister Scindia 
inaugurates direct flights between 
Indore and Chandigarh
The flights will operate three days a week
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Pharmacopoeia Commission for Indian 
Medicine & Homoeopathy (PCIM&H), Min-
istry of Ayush in collaboration with WHO 
South East Asia Region (WHO-SEARO) 
has taken a major stride to upgrade labora-
tory capacity for quality control of Tradition/
Herbal products in South East Asia region. 
A 3-days training program was inaugurated 
by Shri Pramod Kumar Pathak, Special Sec-
retary, Ministry of Ayush in presence of Dr 
Kim Sungchol, Regional Advisor-Traditional 
Medicine, WHO South-East Asia regional 
office, Dr. Raman Mohan Singh, Director, 
PCIM&H and others dignitaries. Such an 
exercise is taking place for the first time in 
the country. 

Total of 23 participants from 9 countries 
(Bhutan, Indonesia, India, Sri Lanka, Thai-
land, Nepal, Maldives, Timor Leste and Ban-
gladesh) are participating in this training 
program. The objective of the training is to 
impart skills for laboratory based techniques 
and methods to maintain the quality of Tra-
ditional/herbal products. 

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Pramod 
Kumar Pathak, Special Secretary, Ministry 
of Ayush said, “As per the Research and 
Information System Centre for Developing 
Countries report, the industry is projected 
to reach US$ 23.3 billion in 2022. With in-
creasing market, the quality issues of herbal 
material is also becoming increasingly wor-
rying due to adulteration. The uniformity 
in Lab-based Quality Control will be able to 

evaluate quality of the herbals often altered 
by various physical, chemical, and geograph-
ical aspects.”

Dr. Kim Sungchol, Regional Advisor-Tra-
ditional Medicine, WHO South-East Asia 
regional office,said, “WHO-SEARO has 
successfully organized regional workshops 
and training for other countries. One of the 
key recommendations that were made by 
member countries during these regional 
workshops was to ensure regulatory capac-
ity and that is why we are organizing this 
first training session in collaboration with 
PCIM&H, Ministry of Ayush.”

Quality control measures includes stan-
dards for raw herbal material, good practices 
(including agricultural, cultivation, collec-
tion, storage, manufacturing, laboratory, and 
clinical, etc.). Specified and uniform licensing 
schemes for manufacturing, import, export 
and marketing should be implemented that 
are pivotal to ensure safety and efficacy.

The growing market is giving the challenge 
to maintain the proper quality, efficacy and 
effectiveness of herbal drugs. This needs 
to be strengthened through network of 
laboratory capacity for Quality Control of 
Traditional/Herbal Products. This unique 
program will provide hands-on training on 
laboratory methods like Macroscopy, Mi-
croscopy in pharmacognosy, phytochem-
istry, Microbiology, other advanced instru-
ment/technologies i.e. High-Performance 
Thin Layer Chromatography (HPTLC), Gas 
Chromatography etc for quality control of 
traditional/herbal Products.

HEALTH

AYUSH MINISTRY CONDUCTS 
TRAINING FOR 9 COUNTRIES 
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top of the day

Road accident 
in afghanistan 
leaves at least 
30 injuRed
KABUL: As many as 30 
people were injured after 
a car collided with a truck 
in the Zabul province of 
southern Afghanistan on 
Monday. The deadly ac-
cident took place on the 
Kabul-Kandahar highway 
as a result of a collision 
of a Mazda car that was 
related to a wedding 
ceremony with a truck, 
Khaama Press reported. 
The people wounded in 
the accident are women 
and children who were 
taken to a nearby hospital 
for treatment and some 
of them are in extremely 
serious conditions due to 
fatal injuries.  

eaRthquake of 
magnitude 4.8 
jolts islamaBad
ISLAMABAD: An earth-
quake with a magnitude 
of 4.8 jolted 303km NNW 
of Pakistan’s Islamabad 
on Monday, according to 
National Center for Seis-
mology (NCS). According 
to NCS, the earthquake 
occurred at 01:15:01 
IST. The epicentre, with 
a depth of 120km was 
determined to be at 36.17 
degrees north latitude 
and 71.68 degrees east 
longitude. No casualties 
have been reported so far. 
No damages have been 
detected as of now.

chaRgesheet 
filed against 
nepal cRicketeR 
on Rape chaRge
KATHMANDU: Nepal’s 
government prosecutor 
has formally registered a 
case against star cricket-
er Sandeep Lamichhane 
at the Kathmandu District 
Court on the charge of 
raping a minor. Further 
process of hearing over 
the case would proceed 
on Tuesday after the case 
is assigned to a bench 
through a draw, Deepak 
Dahal the Information 
officer at Kathmandu 
District Court confirmed 
to ANI. There has been 
a delay in registering a 
case against Lamichhane 
due to the festive season. 
The District Police 
Range - Kathmandu 
and Metropolitan Police 
upon completion of the 
investigation submitted a 
report to District Govern-
ment Attorney›s Office 
(DGAO) on 21 October. 
The Kathmandu DGAO 
has demanded a prison 
sentence of up to 12 years 
for Lamichhane.

‘afghanistan 
opium 
cultivation in 
2022 up By 32%’
VIENNA: The 2022 opium 
crop in Afghanistan is 
the most profitable in 
years with cultivation up 
by nearly one-third and 
prices soaring, according 
to a new research brief 
from the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and 
Crime. Opium cultivation 
in Afghanistan - latest 
findings and emerging 
threats is the first report 
on the illicit opium econ-
omy since the Taliban, 
which assumed power 
in August 2021, banned 
cultivation of opium poppy 
and all narcotics in April 
2022. This year’s harvest 
was largely exempted 
from the decree.

Rights aBuses

Afghan women stage protests in 
Kabul to express concern, push 
for female employment
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Water and power 
supplies have 
been restored in 

Kyiv after they were halted 
due to Russian strikes at the 
capital and other cities, the 
city’s mayor announced on 
Tuesday. 

“Water supplies to the 
homes of Kyiv residents 
have been fully restored. 
Electricity supplies in Kyiv 
have also been restored,” 
Mr Vitali Klitschko said 
on social media. He also 
warned that there would be 
planned power cuts because 
of “Considerable deficit” in 
the power supply as a result 
of the strikes. 

80 per cent of Kyiv resi-
dents on Monday faced pow-
er outages and water cuts as 
Russian missiles struck key 
infrastructure facilities in 

the northeastern Ukrainian 
city of Kharkiv and the cen-
tral region of Cherkasy. The 
Ukraine army said that Rus-
sia launched 55 cruise mis-
siles and dozens of other mu-
nitions across the country. 

CNN reported that Ukraine 
was under massive black-
outs and the residents are 
under severe water shortag-
es as one of the strikes hit an 
energy facility that powered 
350,000 apartments in the 

capital. Moreover, emergen-
cy services were provided to 
stabilize the situation. 

Presidential adviser Olek-
siy Arestovich on Tuesday 
called the bombardment 
“one of the most massive 

shellings of our territory 
by the army of the Russian 
Federation”. However, he 
thanked the west for its sup-
plies which helped in pre-
venting severe damage. 

The strikes came in retalia-
tion to the attacks at Sevasto-
pol port allegedly by Ukraine 
which even led to the cancel-
lation of UN brokered grain 
export deal. Ukraine says 
Russian strikes over the 
past month have destroyed 
around a third of its power 
stations and has urged 
Ukrainians to save on elec-
tricity as much as possible.

It has also accused Russia 
of inventing “fictitious ter-
rorist attacks” and using the 
deal as “blackmail.” By Sun-
day, more than 200 vessels 
had been blocked from mak-
ing shipments, Ukraine said. 
A growing number of Kyiv’s 
allies condemned Moscow’s 
move.

afteR massive stRikes

WateR, poWeR supplies RestoRed in  
kyiv afteR Russian missile stRikes
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As many as 50 members of 
the United Nations issued a 
joint statement condemning 
the Chinese government’s 
oppression of Uyghurs and 
other Turkic peoples in 
Xinjiang province. “We are 
gravely concerned about the 
human rights situation in the 
People’s Republic of China, 
especially the ongoing hu-
man rights violations of Uy-
ghurs and other predomi-
nantly Muslim minorities 
in Xinjiang,” read the joint 
statement of 50 countries in 
the UN General Assembly 
Third Committee on the hu-
man rights situation in Xin-
jiang, China. This comes in 

the backdrop of a recent UN 
report which said that the vi-
olations have taken place in 
the country under the garb of 
targeting “terrorists” among 
the Uyghur minority with 
a counter-extremism strat-
egy that involves the use of 
so-called Vocational Educa-
tional and Training Centres 
(VETCs), or re-education 
camps.A strongly-worded 
assessment by the UN rights 
office said that the extent of 
arbitrary detentions against 
Uyghur and others, in the 
context of “restrictions and 
deprivation more gener-
ally of fundamental rights, 
enjoyed individually and 
collectively, may constitute 
international crimes,crimes 
against humanity.”

uyghuR ‘genocide’ 

ReseaRch-linked incident

50 UN member 
states condemn 
Xinjiang rights 
abuses in China

neW evidence fiRmly Revives Wuhan laB 
covid-19 oRigin theoRy: RepoRt
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Saving the world’s climate and the Amazon: 
Can Lula’s election victory in Brazil matter?

Recently, the presidential 
election was held in Brazil. 
The world watched for a 
variety of reasons. One was 
to see if the so-called, ex-
treme right-wing, President 
Jair Bolisaro, considered 
by some environmentalists 
“the human bulldozer of the 
Amazon” would be defeated. 
In fact, he was. And progres-
sives are now hoping that his 
loss will significantly dent 
not only the global momen-
tum of the extreme right. 
But that it will also seriously 
slow the worrisome levels 
deforestation. Lula da Silva, 
(affectionately or not known 
widely as simply Lula) the 
victor and president elect, 
is after all seen by many as 
a progressive who is hoped 
to turn around the mass 
deforestation in the Ama-
zon. Damage so large and 
extensive that it is seen as a 
growing threat to the stabil-
ity of the climate, be it from 

his home country to the In-
dian subcontinent and well 
beyond. But this is rather 
simplistic and overly wishful 
thinking. Might additional 
major changes be needed to 
ensure Brazil does not sub-
stantially add to the gross 
environment wreckage and 
heighten the risk for global 
collapse and conflict. Lula, if 
he wants to turn Brazil into 
a new advocate on climate 
change is faced with some 
harsh realities. He has a 
Congress with the majority 
who are pro-development 
of the huge Amazon River 
basin and adjacent areas. 
And clearly who want more 
development including 
clearings, not less. After all, 
many Brazilians in the re-
gion are for clearing for ag-
riculture and mining to keep 
their livelihoods or improve 
their economic outlook. 
Some even argue that part 
of the reason Europeans and 
American were able to move 
ahead and become well-off 
was due to their conversion 
of large forest areas into ag-
riculture and other types of 
development. As the former 
Prime Minister of Malaysia, 
Mahathir Mohamed well 
said, preventing his country 

from developing its full ag-
ricultural potential is a form 
of eco-imperialism. And it is 
a form, whether intentioned 
or not, of keeping developing 
or emerging countries eco-
nomically down, enabling 
richer countries to continue 
to overly dominate them. It 
also maintains or worsens 
poverty in many remote ar-
eas desperate for economic 
development. Well, that is 
one side of the narrative 
whether you agree or not it 
needs to be understood to 
truly understand the dy-
namic of counterforces for 
more deforestation. Thus, 
the recently defeated Presi-
dent Bolsanaro and his 
many additional “friends” 
in Brasilia (the capital) who 

prided in his push for de-
velopment of the Amazonia 
may have similar thinking. 
The problem is unlike the 
1960s or before, a period 
of a hyper-development 
mindset in the world with 
limited interest in ecology, 
the world is now very seri-
ously threatened by climate 
change. According to the 
World Bank, Amazon, is a 
region that hosts 40% of the 
world’s remaining rainfor-
est, 25% of its terrestrial bio-
diversity, and more fish spe-
cies than in any other river 
system.” And vast areas of 
biodiversity rich Amazonia 
are disappearing at lightning 
speed have become a critical 
part of the puzzle to human 
survival. Lowering the ex-

tent of debilitating floods 
and even spreading and 
intensifying storms around 
the world and their mitiga-
tion may be dependent on 
areas like the Amazon not 
being deforested. So will the 
incoming Brazilian presi-
dent who seems to have a 
different perspective on the 
environment than his pre-
decessor could better pro-
tect the Amazon? Indeed, 
I am not sure. Here is why. 
It should not be forgotten 
that Brazilian Congress will 
remain dominated by right 
wing deputies who generally 
have a pro-Amazon develop-
ment perspective. According 
to Reuters news, “His (Bol-
sanaro’s) right-wing Liberal 
Party (PL), won 99 seats 
in the 513-member lower 
house, up from 77, and right- 
leaning parties allied with 
Bolsonaro now control half 
the chamber.” Therefore, in 
order for Lula to get any en-
vironmental game changing 
Amazon legislation through, 
he needs the cooperation of 
conservatives most of whom 
are likely interested in stop-
ping the Amazon protec-
tionist environmentalists 
from achieving their goals? 
So, what to do to save this 

last remaining huge rainfor-
est and river basin so vital to 
humanity if the resistance in 
the overall government and 
local populations remains 
so serious. Sometimes re-
ferred to as the lung of the 
planet. One way to prevent 
this global threat is to en-
large greatly forest set asides 
into biodiversity reserves to 
parks and beyond. It will 
take many 10s of billions of 
dollars to protect vast tracts 
given the resistance to such 
by pro-development forces. 
And the training of park 
wardens and the provision 
of logistics to monitor and 
prevent further mass defor-
estation would also require 
major sums of money on 
a sustainable basis. Brazil 
does not have the money 
nor enough collective politi-
cal will to do so. But coun-
tries like Norway that have 
previously been involved in 
paying for set asides to Gulf 
countries in the Middle East 
could make a major con-
tribution as well as Japan, 
Singapore, Australia and 
the US and the overall EU 
to ensure much better con-
servation. The World Bank 
could facilitate a Save the 
Amazon Bond and support 

a foundation under mostly 
the control of Brazilians. 
But it could include many 
stakeholders as board mem-
bers. Eco-tourism, to alter-
native medicine sectors to 
sustainable agriculture and 
forestry could be promoted 
to offset costs. As I have 
written, there needs to be a 
transfer to the South of repa-
ration money to make up for 
the vast amounts of money 
extracted from the days of 
colonization. Also, for the 
fact that the centuries of in-
dustrialization in the North 
largely provided the foun-
dation for the current day 
climate change catastrophe. 
The North, rather than only 
Brazil or the likes of coun-
tries like India, can provide 
the solution including shut-
ting down or mitigating their 
mass contribution to global 
warming and greenhouse 
gases. A true partnership is 
required between Brazil and 
the overall South and North 
in saving humanity from 
the ever-dangerous risks 
associated with the climate 
change. It will not simply do 
to wait for new elected Bra-
zilian President Lula to wave 
a magic green wand that he 
does not have.

pETER Dash
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The scene after a Russian strike on a residential enclave in Ukraine.

Women protesting against the Taliban.

If he wants to turn Brazil into a new advocate on climate change, 
Lula Da silva is faced with some harsh realities.

The Covid-19 pandemic was 
“more likely than not, the 
result of a research-related 
incident,” according to an 
interim report, released by 
the minority oversight staff 
of the US Senate Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor 
& Pensions (HELP).

“Based on the analysis of 
the publicly available infor-
mation, it appears reason-
able to conclude that the CO-
VID-19 pandemic was, more 
likely than not, the result of 
a research-related incident. 
New information, made 
publicly available and inde-
pendently verifiable, could 
change this assessment,” 
the report concluded. Three 
years after its emergence 
in China’s Wuhan, experts 
have put forward two domi-
nant theories on the origins 
of the virus. The first theory 

is that SARS-CoV-2 is the 
result of a natural zoonotic 
spillover. The second theory 
is that the virus infected hu-
mans as a consequence of a 
research-related incident.

The report underlines that 
understanding the virus’s 
origin is essential to under-
standing how this outbreak 
happened, why detection 
and reporting systems did 
not work as anticipated, and 
to better preparing for future 
health threats. Last week, 
HELP Committee Minor-
ity oversight staff released 
an interim report titled, “An 
Analysis of the Origins of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic.” The 
interim staff report summa-
rizes a review to date of pub-
licly available, open-source 
information related to the 
potential origin of SARS-
CoV-2, the virus that causes 
COVID-19.

“Over one million Ameri-
cans have died from CO-

VID-19 and tens of millions 
have died from this virus 
worldwide. In addition to 
the tragic loss of life, over the 
past three years we have ex-
perienced the social, educa-
tional, and economic costs of 
a global pandemic, “Senator 
Richard Burr (R-NC), Rank-
ing Member of the Senate 
HELP Committee, stated in 
the foreword to the interim 
report. 

“With COVID-19 still in 
our midst, it is critical that 
we continue international 
efforts to uncover additional 
information regarding the 
origins of this deadly virus,” 
Senator further said. 

“My ultimate goal with this 
report is to provide a clearer 
picture of what we know, 
so far, about the origins of 
SARS-CoV-2 so that we can 
continue to work together 
to be better prepared to re-
spond to future public health 
threats. I believe this interim 

report does just that,” he 
added. 

This report has reviewed 
open-source, publicly avail-
able information relevant 
to the origins of the virus. 
While it remains possible 
that SARS-CoV-2 emerged 
as a result of a natural zoo-
notic spillover, facts and 
evidence found in previous 
documented zoonotic spill-
over events have not, to date, 
been identified in relation 
to this pandemic.The report 
describes a pattern of per-
sistent biosafety problems 
at the WIV as indicated by 
a series of patents and pro-
curements relevant to the 
bio containment of a highly-
pathogenic virus, like SARS-
CoV-2. Also outlined in this 
report is a series of manage-
ment and training concerns 
at the WIV further indicat-
ing biosafety problems and 
an unsafe work environment 
for laboratory personnel.

Since the Taliban took control of Afghanistan 
in August last year, restrictions on the basic 
rights of women have become a global con-
cern as a result of which a group of women 
staged a protest in Kabul to express their 
concerns about the continued effective ban 
on female students over 6th grade and on 
female employment, TOLONews reported.

The women protesters called on the Taliban 
to work for women and to allow girls above 
grade six to learn as the organization’s rule 
has only added to the poverty in the coun-
try. “We call on the United Nations and the 
international community to pay attention to 
us and save women from these violations of 
their rights,” said Marghalare, a former em-
ployee of the Ministry of Interior.

Due to a lack of employment and Taliban 
atrocities women in Afghanistan have be-
come tragic sufferers as there are limitations 
on education. The women protesters held a 
protest and showed their educational docu-
ments as a sign of protest, and asked the gov-
ernment for jobs and education.

“The document that we have in our hands 

is useless because all of us are at home and 
do not have any jobs,” said Shokorya, a pro-
tester, TOLOnews reported.

After the Taliban seized control of Afghan-
istan on August 15, 2021, they immediately 
began rolling back the rights of women and 
girls. Women began to protest on the streets 
since Taliban’s first week in power, despite 
the grave risks they faced in doing so.

According to Human Rights Watch, the 
Taliban response was brutal from the begin-
ning, beating protesters, disrupting protests, 
and detaining and torturing journalists cov-
ering the demonstrations. The Taliban also 
banned “unauthorized” protests.
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Musk dissolves board of 
directors, fired executives to 
get ‘golden parachute’ payouts

Tesla CEO Elon Musk be-
came the sole director of 
Twitter after he dissolved 
the board on Monday, the 
social media platform said 
in a securities filing on Mon-
day, The Hill reported.

Out of the many changes 
that Musk made to the social 
media platform, the dissolu-
tion of the board of directors 
is a major step as Twitter’s 
board members, which in-
cluded Bret Taylor, Parag 
Agrawal, Omid Kordestani, 
David Rosenblatt, Martha 
Lane Fox, Patrick Pichette, 
Egon Durban, Fei-Fei Li, 
and Mimi Alemayehou will 
now no longer serve on the 
board, according to the com-
pany’s statement.

Moreover, the top ex-
ecutives whom Musk fired 
immediately after taking 
control, including Parag 
Agrawal and Vijaya Gadde, 
will be entitled to “golden 
parachute” payouts worth 
more than USD 122 million. 
A golden parachute is essen-
tially a contract which enti-
tles top executives of a com-
pany to substantial benefits 
in case they lose their jobs 
following a merger, takeover, 
or acquisition. This measure 
is also known as a “poi-
son pill’ since it can act as 

a safeguard against hostile 
takeovers. The debt-funded 
deal has become a costly 
exercise even for Musk, 
the world’s richest man.  
Legal costs in particular are 
likely to have run into the 
tens of millions of dollars af-
ter Musk tried to terminate 
the deal with Twitter in July, 
arguing that the company 
had misled him over the 
number of bot accounts on 
the social network. Agrawal 
is likely to receive the largest 
payout, worth USD 57.4 mil-
lion, while Segal and Gedde 
are entitled to USD 44.5 mil-
lion and USD 20 million, 
respectively, according to 
company filings.

Regarding the changes in 
content moderation policies, 
Musk wrote in a tweet that 
“Twitter will be forming a 
content moderation council 

with widely diverse view-
points. No major content 
decisions or account rein-
statements will happen be-
fore that council convenes. “  
As per media reports, Elon 
Musk is also planning to 
start charging USD 20 per 
month for users to have a 
verified account. The Tesla 
CEO also instilled suspicion 
amongst social media us-
ers when he tweeted on his 
Twitter “Let the good times 
roll” shortly after he ac-
quired the social media plat-
form and closed the deal. 
Musk arrived at the Twit-
ter headquarters earlier 
this week carrying a sink 
and documented the event 
on Twitter, saying “Enter-
ing Twitter HQ-Let that 
sink in!” and also updating 
his Twitter description to 
“Chief Twit.”

eU DraFTS

New GSP+ conventions on 
plan after Pakistan struggles 
in compliance

As Pakistan struggles to 
comply with existing EU 
conventions of GSP Plus 
status, the 27-member bloc 
plans to introduce five 
or six new conventions 
related to environmen-
tal and social standards.  
The Generalized System of 
Preferences (GSP) Plus is 
set to end in 2023 and a mis-
sion is preparing the final 
report of the last decade to 
be discussed in the Euro-
pean Union Parliament, 
which will decide about the 
continuation of the scheme, 
the Daily Times reported. 
The report adds that GSP+ 
status holds significant 
importance for Pakistan’s 
economy as it has played 
a key role in the expan-
sion of multilateral trade.  
Addressing a meeting at 
Pakistan Textile Exporters 
Association (PTEA) in Fais-
alabad last week, EU envoy 
to Pakistan Riina Kionka has 

said EU-Pakistan relations 
have a strategic engagement 
that covers all the areas, in-
cluding counter-terrorism, 
trade, climate change, GSP 
Plus status and various 
others. She informed us 
that the continuity of GSP 
Plus is subject to ratifica-
tion of more than five to six 
new conventions related to 
environmental and social 
standards, including the re-
maining 27.

The EU envoy said that the 
existing GSP plus scheme is 
confined to the textile sec-
tor, which should be spread 
to the other sectors as well, 
the Daily Times reported.  
Kionka’s comments come 
following the 12th European 

Union (EU)-Pakistan Joint 
Commission that took place 
on 5 October in Islamabad, 
which saw the exchange 
of views on all areas of co-
operation between the EU 
and Pakistan. The two sides 
emphasised the impor-
tance of trade relations and 
noted that the Generalised 
Scheme of Preferences Plus 
(GSP+) increased bilateral 
trade to EUR 12.2 billion in 
2021.  They discussed ways 
to address issues hamper-
ing trade and investment.  
The EU stressed the effec-
tive implementation of the 
27 international conventions 
related to GSP+; Pakistan re-
iterated its firm commitment 
in this regard.

DaniSh General elecTion 

Three candidates in fray 
for PM’s post in Denmark

Facing off with the incum-
bent Social Democratic Prime 
Minister Mette Frederiksen, 
the right and far-right op-
position are mainly lining 
up behind two candidates to 
form the next government 
after the November 1 election.

Denmark’s Prime Minister 
Mette Frederiksen is fighting 
to remain in power in a leg-
islative election that could 
crown an outsider. The lib-
eral Jakob Ellemann-Jensen 
and the conservative Soren 
Pape Poulsen are in the race 
to take her place, but a third 
man could also end up being 
a key player: the centrist and 
former Prime Minister Lars 
Lokke Rasmussen, reported 
The Local dk.

In a political landscape split 
between 14 parties, polls 
suggest that neither of the 
two main blocs can garner a 
90-seat majority in the 179-
seat Folketing, the Danish 
parliament. The left-wing 
“red bloc,” led by Frederik-
sen’s Social Democrats, is 
polling at 49.1%, represent-
ing 85 seats, compared to 
40.9% or 72 seats for the 
“blue” bloc of right-wing 
parties, reported France24. 
The new party occupying the 

political centre is the Mod-
erates, founded by former 
Liberal Prime Minister Lars 
Lokke Rasmussen. Accord-
ing to polls, his party will 
receive 10% of the vote, or 
18 seats, a fivefold increase 
from September polls, which 
gave the Moderates around 
2%, much to the surprise of 
political analysts, according 
to The Local dk.

 Rasmussen, who boasts 
solid political experience, 
has refused to pledge sup-
port for either bloc ahead of 
the election. The moderates 
want to reform healthcare 
and pensions. In their efforts 
to attract the often less loyal 
centrist electorate, Frederik-
sen’s Social Democrats have 
announced that they want to 
govern across the traditional 
political dividing lines. They 
too have floated the Moder-
ates’ idea of a coalition gov-

ernment gathered in the 
centre, added The Local dk. 
Led by two other prime 
minister  candidates—
conservative Soren Pape 
Poulsen and liberal Jakob 
Ellemann-Jensen—have not 
extended the same hand.  
Without a clear majority, 
there may have to be long 
negotiations before a govern-
ment is formed after the elec-
tion, which could ultimately 
favour Lokke Rasmussen, 
reported France24.

The Social Democrats, the 
largest party in the coun-
try’s political force, are try-
ing to “play the card that 
they are the right party 
during uncertain times,” ac-
cording to Rune Stubager, 
a professor of political sci-
ence at Aarhus University.  
Their handling of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic was largely 
hailed, despite a stumble 
when they ordered an emer-
gency cull of the country’s 
huge mink herd over fears 
of a mutated strand of the 
novel coronavirus. They are 
proposing a carbon tax on 
agriculture and a pay rise 
in the public sector. At the 
same time, their allies have 
campaigned mainly on pro-
tecting biodiversity and pro-
viding support for children 
and the vulnerable.

UnSTable coaliTion 

iSraeliS voTe For FiFTh Time Since 2019 
aS poliTical DeaDlock conTinUeS

Israelis are heading to the 
ballots in the unprec-
edented fifth election 

since 2019, as the country’s 
political system has been 
immobilised for almost four 
years.

With his Likud party, for-
mer Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s bloc 
has polled in the strongest 
fashion, with up to 61 seats 
in major network polls, The 
Times of Israel reported 
on Tuesday. The current 
caretaker Prime Minister 
Yair Lapid’s bloc has never 
passed 56 seats in those 

polls, and he has been un-
able to articulate how he 
would form a government if 
the opinion polls prove true, 
the report added.

Multiple opinion polls pre-
dict an extremely close race 

between the two legislative 
blocs, with the possibility 
of further stalemate.More 
than 6.7 million eligible vot-
ers could cast their votes on 
12,495 ballots, according to 
figures issued by the Central 

Elections Committee. Some 
18,000 police officers have 
been deployed throughout 
the country to prevent fraud 
attempts, manage traf-
fic and maintain security.  
A total of 40 parties are 
running for seats in the Is-
raeli parliament, or Knes-
set. However, only about 
11 of them are projected to 
pass the electoral threshold 
needed to enter the parlia-
mentary chamber, which 
now stands at 3.25 percent 
of the total votes. Netanya-
hu, Israel’s longest-serving 
leader, is not running as an 
incumbent prime minister. 
He is planning to return to 
power with his right-wing 

Likud party and a far-right 
and Jewish ultra-Orthodox 
coalition. Netanyahu had 
served as prime minister for 
12 consecutive years before 
being ousted in June 2021 by 
a cross-partisan coalition led 
by current PM Yair Lapid.

However, recent opin-
ion polls predict that no 
candidate would gain an 
outright majority to build 
a coalition in the Knesset. 
The vote will end at 10 p.m. 
local time, with results from 
exit polls expected immedi-
ately afterward. According 
to the Central Elections 
Committee, official final re-
sults are expected by Thurs-
day.

mUFFlinG meDia 

STockS craSh

aFGhaniSTan’S mainSTream meDia 
Shaken by Taliban Takeover

chineSe Tech STockS SlUmp aS Xi’S new Team 
oF loyaliSTS lack markeT-minDeDneSS

The mainstream media in 
Afghanistan that had just 
started to get on its feet was 
shaken by the disruptions 
of 2021 - the takeover of the 
war-ravaged country by the 
Taliban.

A survey conducted by 
Reporters Without Borders 
and the Afghan Indepen-
dent Journalist Association 
in December 2021 reported 
the closure of more than 
200 media outlets; render-
ing about 6,400 journal-
ists jobless after the regime 
change, reported the Af-
ghan Diaspora Network. 
The transfer of power from 
a western-supported gov-
ernment to the Taliban saw 
many changes in the way 
institutions had been work-
ing for the past twenty years. 
Not accustomed to working 
within the framework of 
the Taliban regime, several 

media personalities moved 
to neighbouring or western 
countries, reported Afghan 
Diaspora Network. Though 
it remains to be seen what 
the future holds for popu-
lar media in the country, 
the upheaval has surely dis-
tressed it in the short term. 
While most of the media is 
attempting to adapt to the 
new environment, the tur-
bulent times have come as 
an opportunity for Pakistan, 
reported Afghan Diaspora 
Network.

Drawing flak from all 
around for fomenting trou-
ble and interfering in the 
governance of Afghanistan, 
Islamabad has now resorted 
to manipulating Afghan me-
dia to improve its public im-
age, reported Afghan Dias-
pora Network. According to 
some Afghan journalists, the 
efforts are part of a well-co-
ordinated strategy focused 
on exploiting the media vac-
uum in the country to im-

plant favourable coverage of 
Pakistan. Though ordinary 
Afghan journalists working 
on the ground are not aware 
of the full plan, they suspect 
it to be backed by Pakistani 
agencies. Afghan journalists 
in distress are being enlisted 
to provide positive coverage 
of Pakistan and its potential 
role in Afghanistan’s re-
construction, according to 
the Afghan Diaspora Net-
work. Fully funded training 
courses are being offered to 
Afghan media people with 
a special focus on female 
journalists. Some local me-
dia houses are said to have 
been contacted with offers 
of monetary assistance. A 
few of them facing finan-
cial duress are vulnerable 
to this strategy. Pakistani 
private media companies 
are also being encouraged to 
set up their outlets in Kabul 
to counter any negative per-
ceptions about the Pakistani 
government/Army.
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Zero coviD policy

TibeTanS march on 
STreeTS aGainST chineSe 
GovernmenT’S Severe 
coviD-reSTricTionS

Tibetan capital Lhasa wit-
nessed a massive protest 
against the Chinese govern-
ment’s severe Covid-restric-
tions.

Hundreds of people in 
Lhasa protested over the 
Chinese government’s strict 
Covid measures, and lock-
down as per the footage 
shown, reported The HK 
Post. The protestors took to 
the street at noon. The pro-
test was said to have contin-
ued throughout the evening, 
according to UK-based me-
dia. For more than two 
months, authorities have 
shut down Lhasa and in-
flicted harsh and severe Co-
vid restrictions, leading to 
protests. The protest is be-
lieved to be the second-larg-
est eruption ever since the 
2008 uprising, when hun-
dreds of Tibetans marched 
on the streets against the 
Chinese government. Then 
a major clash between the 
police and protesters took 
place, where Tibetans were 
brutally punished, detained, 
beaten and sentenced.

The protest comprised mi-
grant workers who came to 
Lhasa for employment and 
to earn their daily wages, 
where it has become very 
hard to earn money dur-
ing these lockdowns, and 
worse, they couldn’t even 
go back to their homes. As 
a result, they took to the 
streets in desperation and 
frustration, as depicted in 
the video, according to The 

HK Post.One such video 
shows migrant workers 
walking on the street shout-
ing and demanding to be 
allowed to go back home.  
Another video shows a 
large-scale protest march 
on the street, blocked on 
one end by the healthcare 
officials, and asking them 
“to please be understand-
ing and go back,” whereas 
another video shows a man 
commenting in Mandarin.

He further said, “They 
have been locked up for too 
long. And a lot of people in 
this community are people 
who have just come to work 
and earn money. If they 
could get that in mainland 
China, they wouldn’t have 
come here.” However, these 
videos were quickly deleted 
from Chinese social media, 
as usual, although some 
were re-posted on Twitter. 
One resident in Lhasa said 
that it had been almost 80 
days since the Covid lock-
down and she has been 
staying indoors except to 
roam for a few hours a day. 
It took an unimaginable 
emotional and psycho-
logical toll on the people.  
Moreover, prices in Lhasa 
now are so high that land-
lords are chasing people 
for rent.  The workers 
also aren’t allowed to go 
back to their hometown, 
reported The HK Post.   
The zero Covid-policy has 
inflicted deep anxiety, and 
frustration not just among 
the migrant workers but 
also for the Tibetans living 
outside Lhasa.
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Parag Agrawal is set to receive $57.4 Million payout.
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Israeli president Benjamin Netanyahu casts vote at presedential 
elections. (File photo) 

Mette Frederiksen 

Pakistan failed to comply with previous conventions set by eU
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After the Communist Party Con-
gress concluded, Chinese tech com-
panies listed in Hong Kong and New 
York suffered from heavy selling on 
the first trading day due to a slump in 
stocks, revealing the fear of investors 
over President Xi Jinping securing 
his third term in power, according 
to media reports.

It’s noticeable that Chinese equi-
ties usually perform well after the 
conclusion of party congresses, 
but not so much this time. One of 
the key reasons for this is that the 
20th Party Congress saw the ascent 
of leaders to the country’s highest 
decision-making body, the Polit-
buro Standing Committee, who lack 
reform-mindedness, reported Nik-
kei Asia. These leaders chosen by Xi 

Jinping himself are keen on ideology 
and politics. It is in sheer contrast to 
the retiring policymakers, who were 
more economic and market-minded.  
There was a ray of hope in China’s 
tech sector as the borders were open-

ing. A boost in the economy was also 
predicted, but the appointments 
made in the politburo were not sup-
portive of these aspirations. Xi Jin-
ping’s appointments to the highest 
decision-making body were aimed 
towards tightening his grip over the 
body rather than a decision based 
on the larger good of the country’s 
economy. An index which tracks 
major Chinese companies traded 
on US exchanges, namely the Nas-
daq Golden Dragon China Index, 
plummeted by 20% on the conclud-
ing day of the Communist Party 
Congress, reported Nikkei Asia.  
In Hong Kong, the Hang Seng Tech 
Index sank over 9.6%. Overall, the 
indexes have dropped more than 
45% this year. Shares in Alibaba 
Group Holding, China’s best-known 
tech company, fell below the USD 68 
price of its IPO in 2014. Apparently, 

what happens is that once the leader-
ship transitions take place, the mar-
ket predicts growth. As per Goldman 
Sachs, an American multinational 
investment bank and financial ser-
vices company, the growth is antici-
pated because the market expects 
that the incoming leaders will pri-
oritise economic growth. However, 
Xi’s favourites held the posts in the 
politburo and were too focused on 
ideology and politics. Lorraine Tan, 
Morningstar’s director of equity re-
search in Asia, said the sell-off re-
flected disappointment in the new 
makeup of the standing committee. 
She noted that the standing com-
mittee continued to take a cautious 
approach to dealing with COVID, 
which has been looked upon by big 
Chinese companies as a demotivat-
ing factor as it causes huge unpre-
dictability in their businesses.

Xi Jinping secured a historic third term 
at 20th National Congress.
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Five unique eateries around 
the world
Eating out in fancy restaurants is a luxury in itself. 
Who doesn’t like going out once in a while to a new 
place to have their favourite meal. With a number 
of eateries opening every month, there are a few 
that have made their mark on the industry with 
their unique selling points. Have a look at five 
unique eateries around the world. 

O NOir- CaNada
Onoir is a concept restaurant that was 
first opened in Canada and now has a 
range in Europe, Australia, LA, and New 
York. This place gives you an experience 

of eating in the dark. Carrying any form of light, be 
it mobile phones or watches, is not allowed inside 
the restaurant. The servers and waiters work-
ing in the restaurant are completely blind. The 
whole experience gets even better as your sense 
of smell, taste, and feel are on overdrive due to the 
lack of sight.

MOderN TOileT- TaiwaN
Only if you want your friends to never 
ask you for a party again,  you can take 
them to this place. Well, here you are 
welcomed on seats designed like your 

toilet, and so are the containers in which the food 
is served. The food is however, delicious and this 
concept is quickly being adopted by many eateries. 

The KayabuKiya TaverN - 
JapaN
This is a traditional Japanese restaurant, 
but what makes it unique is that the serv-
ers are two monkeys. Two pet macaque 

monkeys are trained and dressed up in shirts and 
shorts, and they take the orders. This is quite unique 
and can be a memorable experience for a long time. 

NiNJa New yOrK- New yOrK
With this restaurant, you can experi-
ence Japan in New York. And not just any 
Japan, but a feudal-styled village from the 
15th century. When you enter this place, 

you are greeted by ninjas. Crazy, isnt it? Ninjas 
dressed in complete black will welcome you . They 
occasionally bow and perform tricks to give you an 
authentic Japanese village feel. The meals are typi-
cally sushi and sake to match the theme.

iThaa resTauraNT- Maldives
This restaurant is built 5 m below sea 
level in the Maldives. It seats only 14 
guests and gives them a panoramic 
underwater view. You can see a variety of 

fishes revolving around the transparent structure. 
It serves dishes from contemporary European 
and Asian cuisines. It was built 10 years ago and 
will continue to serve for another 10 years until its 
construction erodes.

— APOORVA CHAUDHARY  

#eNGvsNZ 

eNGlaNd beaT New ZealaNd by  
20-ruNs, NeTiZeNs share ThOuGhTs
Jos Buttler’s blistering 73 followed by a superb bowling 
effort from bowlers helped England keep their semifi-
nals hopes alive with a 20-win over New Zealand in the 
ongoing ICC T20 World Cup, at the Gabba in Brisbane on 
Tuesday. With the win, England climb up to the second 
spot in the group 1 points table. And that’s also New 
Zealand’s first loss of the tournament.

 #ENDVsNZ took over top trends on Twitter after the 
tournament got over. One of the netizens said, “Every 
head must bow, every knee must bend, every tongue 
must confess, thou art the greatest the greatest of all 
time, Lord Williamson once again, this time gorgeous- 
40(40) Inning.”

Another user said, “Player of the match, K Williamson 
!!What a performer.”

“Ben Stokes once again delivered at a crucial moment 
with the ball. Started a good period for England with the 
ball which won them the game,” said another.

My Indian fans 
are amazing 
and show me 
so much love. 
The connection 
is like magic, 
and the love is 
real.

— DJ Snake

brain-PiCKinG

on his six-city tour of India. 

Fans’ favourite DDLJ to return 
on the silver screen 

Fake twitter employees pull off a prank on Elon Musk

tribute

trolls 
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Superstar Shah Rukh Khan’s birthday 
holds a special place in his fans’ lives. 
And when it comes to celebrations, 
many fans like to mark the “2 Novem-
ber” date by binge-watching the actor’s 
memorable films.

Wednesday will be more special for 
Srkians as his iconic film ‘Dilwale Dul-
hania Le Jayenge’ (DDLJ) is returning to 
the silver screen.

The special screening of Aditya Cho-
pra’s directorial will be held in different 
cinema halls on 2 November as a tribute 
to SRK.

The news was shared by the official 
social media handle of Yash Raj Films.

“Our favourite love story is coming 
back to the silver screen (heart emoji). 
Watch Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge 
on 2nd November, 2022 only in Indian 
Theatres @pvrcinemas_official @inox-
movies @cinepolisindia @iamsrk @
kajol #AdityaChopra,” a post read.

The comment section has been show-

ered with unconditional love for the 
actor.

“Eagerly waiting for SRK’s birthday 
so that I can watch DDLJ on the big 
screen,” a social media user commented.

“Can’t keep calm. SRK rocks,” another 
one wrote.

Released in 1995, ‘Dilwale Dulhania 
Le Jayenge’ also starred Kajol, Amrish 
Puri, Farida Jalal, Parmeet Sethi, Man-

dira Bedi, and Anupam Kher, among 
others. In the film, Shah Rukh played 
the character of Raj, who falls in love 
with Simran(Kajol).

The film went on to become the lon-
gest-running Hindi film of all time. The 
film also won a record-breaking (at the 
time) 10 Filmfare Awards, and the film 
literally changed the face of Bollywood 
globally.

bollYwood 

Bappi Lahiri’s  hit 
song ‘Jimmy, Jim-
my’ from Mithun 

Chakraborty-starrer ‘Disco 
Dancer’ has become a new 
anthem for people in China 
to protest Covid lockdowns.

Several videos went viral 
on TikTok and other social 
media platforms in which 
Chinese facing lockdowns 
are seen using Bappi Da’s 
track to express their an-
ger and frustration over the 
country’s stringent zero-
Covid policy.

Composed by Lahiri and 
sung by Parvati Khan, the 
hit song in China is recre-
ated in Mandarin “Jie mi, jie 
mi”, which translates into 
“Give me rice, give me rice”.

People in the videos are 
seen showing empty ves-
sels to indicate how they 
are deprived of essential 
food items during the lock-

downs. It can be interpreted 
as a plea from the people 
to the government to lift its 
harsh restrictions.

Last month, the country’s 
ruling Communist Party 
and its leader Xi Jinping sig-
nalled that there would be 
no easing up of the zero-Co-
vid policy, calling it a “peo-
ple’s war to stop the spread 
of the virus”.

Across  the  countr y, 
around 200 lockdowns 
have been implemented in 
recent days—the majority 
of these affecting communi-

ties that have been marked 
as high or medium risk. 
Residents in differ-
ent areas are sub-
ject to different 
rules depending 
on whether they 
are in a low, me-
dium-, 
or high-
risk 
zone.

Recently, 
droves of mi-
grant workers 
have attempted 
to flee the lock-

down situation and return 
to their hometowns. Visuals 
shared online indicate that 
workers at Apple’s largest 
assembly site in Zhengzhou 
broke out of the facilities to 
es- cape the ‘zero-

Covid’ lock-
down.

baPPi lahiri’s ‘JimmY, JimmY’ is now 
anthem oF the Chinese, here’s whY 
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how deeP sea was Colonised bY anCient Fish
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A new University of Wash-
ington study led by Eliza-
beth Miller reports that 
throughout Earth’s ancient 
history, there were several 
periods of time when many 
fish actually favoured the 
cold, dark, barren waters 
of the deep sea.

“It’s easy to look at shal-
low habitats like coral reefs, 
which are very diverse and 
exciting, and assume that 
they’ve always been that 
way,” said Miller, who 
completed the study as a 
postdoctoral researcher at 
the UW School of Aquatic 
and Fishery Sciences and is 
now a postdoctoral fellow at 
the University of Oklahoma. 
“These results really chal-
lenge that assumption, and 
help us understand how fish 
species have adapted to ma-
jor changes to the climate.”

The deep sea is typically 
defined as anything below 
about 650 feet, the depth 
at which there is no longer 
enough sunlight for pho-
tosynthesis to occur. That 
means there is far less food 
and warmth than in the 
shallows, making it a dif-
ficult place to live. But by 
analysing the relationships 
of fish using their genetic 
records going back 200 
million years, Miller was 
able to identify a surprising 
evolutionary pattern: the 
speciation rates—that is, 
how quickly new species 
evolve—flip-flopped over 

time. There were periods 
lasting tens of millions of 
years when new species 
were evolving faster in the 
deep sea than in more shal-
low areas.

In some ways, this discov-
ery raised more questions 
than it answered. What 
was causing fish to prefer 
one habitat over another? 
What made some fish able 
to move into the deep sea 
more easily than others? 
And how did these ancient 
shifts help create the di-
versity of species we have 
today?

When Miller mapped 

these flip-flopping specia-
tion rates onto a timeline 
of Earth’s history, she was 
able to identify three major 
events that likely played a 
role.

“The first was the break-
up of Pangea, which oc-
curred between 200 and 
150 million years ago,” said 
Miller. “That created new 
coastlines and new oceans, 
which meant there were 
more opportunities for 
fish to move from shallow 
to deep water. There were 
suddenly a lot more access 
points.”

Next was the Cretaceous 
Hot Greenhouse period, 
which occurred approxi-
mately 100 million years 
ago and marked one of the 
warmest eras in Earth’s his-
tory. During this time, many 
continents were flooded due 
to sea-level rise, creating a 
large number of new, shal-
low areas across the earth.

Ever since Elon Musk took the 
reins of Twitter in his hands, a lot 
has happened over the micro-blog-
ging site.

While some people flooded the 
site with memes, others predicted 
that suspended Twitter accounts, 
including Donald Trump’s, would 
soon be back up. However, one 
funny incident that left everyone in 
splits was when two pranksters on 
Friday posed as laid-off Twitter em-

ployees and tricked multiple media 
outlets into believing so.

Several images and videos went 
viral on social media in which two 
men carrying boxes were seen 
standing near the entrance of Twit-
ter’s San Francisco building, claim-
ing to have been laid off by Musk.

Elon Musk was quick to react to 
the whole prankster episode by 
tweeting that “Ligma Johnson had 
it coming.” Then, Musk reacted 
again to the whole prank and 
wrote, “One of the best trolls ever,” 
with two laughing emojis.

Several media members and me-
dia outlets posted about Twitter 
employees leaving the company’s 
HQ, boxes of personal belongings 

in hand. One of the more promi-
nent posts came from CNBC’s 
Deirdre Bosa, who posted that an 
“entire team of data engineers” had 
been let go, Mashable reported.

Paul Lee, a product manager at 
Twitter, was among those who 
called out the popular media or-
ganisation over its report.

“Quite ironic that a major news 
outlet failed to do basic diligence 
and fell for a crisis actor prank, 
resulting in the spread of misinfor-
mation on the first day of new own-
ership,” Lee tweeted. “All you had 

to do was ask to see a badge or look 
for bird-themed stuff in the boxes. 
Also, we don’t use Zoom.”

Meanwhile, on Wednesday, 
Musk walked the halls of the Twit-
ter headquarters in San Francisco, 
carrying the bowl of a sink, which 
garnered massive views across the 
internet. Musk tweeted a video of 
himself carrying a kitchen sink and 
wrote, “let that sink in!”

Elon Musk also changed his Twit-
ter profile to read “Chief Twit” 
shortly after he hinted at going for-
ward with the Twitter deal. 

Viral videos of the Chinese under lockdown. 

elon Musk

8 o noir restaurant

Bappi Lahiri
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Source: Wikimedia Commons

An old man at a polling booth in Delhi.

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa and Senior Deputy Election Commissioner, Umesh Sinha, in a group photograph with a delegation of Permanent Representatives to the 
United Nations from 12 countries.

Delhi MCD Polls: Who 
Will Win the Big BAttle?
Elections to the recently reunified 

Municipal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) are scheduled to be held 

towards the end of this year or in early 
2023. The Municipal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) is responsible for the jurisdiction 
of eight districts of Delhi, while the other 
districts fall under the jurisdiction of the 
New Delhi Municipal Council and the 

Delhi Cantonment Board. The Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) has so far won three 
consecutive elections of the civic author-
ity, regardless of the party being in control 
in the centre and in the capital. The BJP 
won the last municipal election in the 
capital, securing 181 out of the 272 seats 
with a vote share of 36.08%. The Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP), which won the As-
sembly elections in the state, securing a 
clear majority has so far been unable to 

win support in the civic body elections 
in the capital. The AAP secured 49 seats 
in the last municipal election with a vote 
share of 26.23%. 

Campaaigning for the MCD elections 
reached a dramatic turning point last 
week as members of the BJP and AAP in 
Delhi confronted one another in Ghazipur 
while holding demonstrations and yelling 
at one another. The AAP has been blam-
ing the BJP for its improper management 

of the three waste sites in Delhi, namely 
Ghazipur, Okhla and Bhalswa. The party 
is using the lack of proper waste manage-
ment by the BJP as one of its key campaign 
issues in the upcoming polls. The BJP on 
the other hand has been blaming the 
AAP’s “corrupt” government in power in 
the capital for the lack of development and 
proper implementation of policies across 
the city. Both parties are likely to be in a 
tight race during the civic body polls.

Why Were the 2022 eleCtions 
PostPoneD? 
The 2022 Delhi Municipal Elections were 
scheduled to be conducted earlier this year 
in April. The State Election Commission had 
also issued notices, notifications and orders 
indicating the same as the term of the cur-
rent Municipal Corporation was scheduled 
to end in May 2022. However, due to the an-
nouncement of the reunification of the three 
municipal bodies in the capital, the elections 
were postponed indefinitely. 

On 22nd March 2022, the Union Govern-
ment approved the Delhi Municipal Corpo-
ration (Amendment) Bill, which announced 
the merging of the 3 municipal corporations 
into one single body. The unified Corpora-

tion of Delhi formally came into existence 
on the same day. As part of the amendment, 
the total number of councillor seats was also 
reduced from 272 to 250. In 2012, the corpo-
ration was trifurcated into three divisions- 
East, North and South. Government sources 
speaking to media outlets mentioned the de-
cision to reunify the corporations was done 
keeping in mind their “precarious financial 
situation.” 

However,  members of the AAP said they 
believed the reunification was just a “tac-
tic” by the BJP to delay the elections as they 
thought that they were going to lose the civic 
body polls.

Shreya MaSkara
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Source: Wikimedia Commons

The scene after massive pamphlet throwing during Delhi University Students’ Union (DUSU) elections 
in front of Aatma Ram Sanatan Dharma (ARSD) college of South Campus.

Source: Wikimedia Commons
Communist election campaigners in Karol Bagh, a suburban area of Delhi, make use of tonga in 1952.

Source: Wikimedia Commons

A political party delegation being explained about the internal circuitry of the ballot units of the EVM 
machines in New Delhi.
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The capital city of Delhi is main-
tained and looked after by its civic 
agencies. As a part of their cam-
paign strategies leading up to the 
polls, both the AAP and BJP start-
ed to play a blame game, passing 
allegations against one another re-
garding corruption and misappro-
priation of funds. 

Although the AAP has secured a 
clear majority in the past two As-
sembly elections in the city, win-

ning a whopping 62 out of 67 seats 
during the 2020 Assembly polls, 
it has failed to gain control of the 
civic body till now. 

The BJP on the other hand has 
enjoyed a winning streak in the 
civic body elections since 2007. 

The upcoming elections are likely 
to be a tough fight between the BJP 
and the AAP.  Victory in the MCD 
elections is considered significant 
as it gives parties full-fledged con-

trol over Delhi’s administration, 
especially since the functions and 
responsibilities of the MCD greatly 
overlap with the Delhi government.

The MCD is a powerful stake-
holder in the administration of 
Delhi with its jurisdiction over 11 
million people. 

It is also one of the richest Munic-
ipal Corporations in India with an 
annual budget of Rs.15,276 crores 
for the financial year 2022-23. 

Who will win control of the civic body?

What are the parties promising?
The BJP’s campaign for the civic body polls 
has been ongoing for the past year, with the 
Delhi BJP General Secretary Siddharthan 
promising that party workers in each mandal 
would arrange free pilgrimages every month 
for Hindus. In addition to this, the party also 
promised that it will develop a mechanism 
for the direct flow of funds from the Centre 
to the municipal corporations in lieu of the fi-
nancial crisis plaguing the MCD. Party Presi-
dent and Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
also promised that the party would make 
the city garbage-free and would ensure the 
complete processing of daily waste by 2025. 

Overall, the key issues the party is focus-
ing on for the elections are corruption and 
accusations against the Deputy Chief Min-
ister, Health Minister, as well as other senior 
members of the AAP. The party will also 
focus on the alleged mishandling of the im-
plementation of various policies by the party. 
Delhi BJP leaders Manoj Tiwari, Parvesh Sa-
hib Singh Verma and Manjinder Singh Sirsa 
visited the Yamuna River near Kalindi Kunj 
and took a boat ride to highlight the Delhi 
government’s inaction in cleaning the river. 
Tiwari alleged that Kejriwal had promised to 
clean the Yamuna in 2013, but despite spend-

ing Rs 1,200 crores, the Yamuna is still heav-
ily polluted. 

Both the AAP and BJP have been playing 
a blame game, accusing each other of mis-
handling funds or policies. On 27th October, 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal vis-
ited the Ghazipur landfill site and said the 
upcoming MCD polls will be fought on the 
garbage issue. He promised to clean Delhi in 
five years if the AAP wins the elections and 
also blamed the BJP  for giving three garbage 
mountains and filling the city with garbage 
in its 15-year rule in Delhi’s three erstwhile 
municipal corporations. He further claimed 
that the corruption in the civic bodies has 
resulted in these garbage mountains. The 
party also alleged that more than 7 million 
work hours were lost due to several strikes 
by the municipal staff due to non-payment of 
salaries in 2021. In addition to this, the party 
is also alleging that there has been a misap-
propriation of funds in the current govern-
ment. The party has alleged that according 
to information received through the RTI act, 
Rs. 6,760 crores has gone “missing” from the 
MCD’s parking and conversion fee escrow 
account and demanded a Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) probe against the same.

Contributing reports by  
Eswar Karri, Meherein Singh 
Kalsey, Mihikaa Singal and 
Saimanikanta Thota, Interns 
at Polstrat.
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UPHILL TASK
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ADELAIDE

Bangladesh captain Shakib 
Al Hasan hailed India as fa-
vourites for winning the T20 
World Cup and mentioned 
that his team would try to 
create an upset by winning 
its match against the ‘Men 
in Blue’ ahead of their clash.

Bangladesh will have an up-
hill task on their hands when 
they lock horns with India 
today at the Adelaide Oval 
in the ongoing T20 World 
Cup. Shakib touted his team 
as underdogs going into the 
match and said, “India are 
favourites. They are here to 
win the World Cup. If we beat 
them then it will be upset and 
we will try to create an upset. 
We are not the favourites go-
ing into the match.”

The left-hander talked 
about the change of venues 
for the team and termed it 
challenging, having played 
their first match in Hobart 
and then flying in at differ-
ent locations before clashing 
against the Indian team at the 

Adelaide Oval.
“It is a little difficult as we 

played our first game in Ho-
bart, especially for teams 
coming in from the sub-con-
tinent. It will be a good con-
test and I think our team will 
enjoy it,” said Shakib.

Talking about the Indian 
players to watch out for dur-
ing their encounter, he men-
tioned Suryakumar Yadav 
and youngster Arshdeep 
Singh, who have been in 
sublime form since their in-
ception in the Indian limited-
overs team. The all-rounder 
also mentioned a team meet-
ing to devise a plan for the two 
Indian players to negate their 
threat. “Surya Kumar Yadav 
is playing really well. He is 
one of the best batters. I saw 
Arshdeep for the first time In 
IPL and he is bowling really 
well right now. We have not 
done a team meeting but we 
will do that. We will make our 
plans. Some will work and 
some won’t work and that’s 
how the game is,” mentioned 
the Bangladesh captain.

WE WILL TRY TO CREATE AN UPSET: 
SHAKIB AHEAD OF INDIA CLASH

Bangladesh captain Shakib Al Hasan.

BLISTERING KNOCK 

ENGLAND BEAT NEW ZEALAND TO KEEP 
SEMIFINALS HOPES ALIVE

Jos Buttler’s blistering 
73 followed by a superb 
bowling effort from 

bowlers helped England 
keep their semifinals hopes 
alive with a 20-win over 
New Zealand in the ongo-
ing ICC T20 World Cup, at 
the Gabba in Brisbane on 
Tuesday.

With the win, England 
climb up to the second 
spot in the group 1 points 
table. And that’s also New 
Zealand’s first loss of the 
tournament. Glenn Phil-
lips top-scored for New 
Zealand with 62 off 36 de-
liveries while skipper Kane 
Williamson scored 40 off 
40 balls. For England, Chris 
Woakes and Sam Curran 
bagged two wickets each.

Chasing a target of 180, 
New Zealand got off to a 
bad start as they lost their 
opener Devon Conway 
for three on the delivery 
of Chris Woakes. Skipper 
Kane Williamson then came 
out to bat.

New Zealand opener Finn 
Allen and Williamson then 
opened their hands and 
slammed Woakes for 12 
runs with a stunning four 
and six.

Sam Curran struck in his 

first over as he removed set 
batter Finn Allen for 16 off 
11, leaving New Zealand 
tottering at 28/2. The right-
handed batter Glenn Phil-
lips then came out to bat.

Phillips and Williamson 
took their team’s total be-
yond the 50-run mark in 
the 8th over of the innings. 
After 10 overs of the game, 
New Zealand’s score read 66 
with a loss of two wickets.

The duo of Phillips and 
Williamson brought up 
their crucial 50-run part-
nership in 38 deliveries to 
ease some pressure from 

their team. The danger man 
Phillips started playing ag-
gressively and slammed 
England bowlers all around 
the ground.

While hammering Adil 
Rashid for 17 runs in an over 
Phillips brought up his half-
century in just 25 balls in 
the 14th over of the innings.

Rashid then gave his team 
a big breakthrough as he 
dismissed Williamson for 
40 off 40. James Neesham 
then came out to bat. After 
15 overs of the match, New 
Zealand needed 57 runs in 
30 balls.

Neesham’s stint on the 
crease was cut short as he 
was sent packing by Cur-
ran for 6 off 3, leaving Kiwis 
tottering at 126/4.

Daryl Mitchell then came 
out to bat on the crease, but 
the latter could not do much 
as he was sent back to the 
pavilion after scoring 3 off 
5 on the delivery of Woakes.

Mitchell Santner then 
came out to bat. Curran 
then gave New Zealand a 
huge blow as he dismissed 
well-set batter Phillips, who 
played superb innings of 62 
off 36.

In the second penultimate 
over of the innings, Mitch-
ell Santner and Ish Sodhi 
slammed Woakes for 14 
runs. In the last over New 
Zealand’s batter could only 
manage to gather 5 runs and 
handed a 20-run victory to 
England.

Earlier, blistering half-
centuries from openers 
Jos Buttler and Alex Hales 
powered England to a com-
petitive 179/6 in their 20 
overs in their crucial Group 
1, Super 12 match.

England was in a better 
position at 125/2 in 15 overs, 
but the Kiwis made a strong 
comeback in the final five, 
taking four wickets and 
giving away 54 runs. Buttler 
(73) and Hales (52) shared 
an 81-run stand for the first 
wicket. Lockie Ferguson 
was the pick of the bowlers 
for NZ with 2/45.

Opting to bat first, Eng-
land was off to a great start. 
Skipper Jos Buttler was 
the anchor while Hales 
slowly took the aggressor 
role, smashing pacer Tim 
Southee for 15 runs in the 
fifth over, which also con-
sisted of two fours and a six.

At the end of the power-
play in six over, England 
was in a solid position at 
48/0, with Buttler (10*) and 
Hales (37*).

The duo brought up their 
50-run stand in just 38 
balls. Buttler-Hales kept 
the scoreboard ticking. At 
the end of 10 overs, England 
was at 77/0, with Hales (48*) 
and Buttler (27*).

Hales brought up his 11th 
T20I half-century in 39 
balls, with a slash down the 
deep third man that went 
for four.

The 81-run stand between 
Hales-Buttler broke after 
spinner Mitchell Santner 
dismissed Hales for 52 
off 40 balls after he was 
stumped by wicketkeeper 
Devon Conway.

Moeen Ali was next up on 
the crease. Buttler punished 
pacer Lockie Ferguson in 
the 13th over, hitting him 
for three fours. England 
crossed the 100-run mark 
in the same over.

It was yet another spin-
ner who took the wicket for 
NZ, as Ish Sodhi dismissed 
Moeen for just five off six 
balls. The batter was caught 
by Trent Boult at long-on.

Buttler brought up his 
18th T20I fifty in just 35 
balls. The 15th over by 
Boult proved to be costly 
as he was smacked for 15 
runs. At the end of 15 overs, 
England was at 125/2, with 
Livingstone (4*) and Buttler 
(61*) unbeaten.

TDG NETWORK
BRISBANE

England’s Alex Hales plays a shot during the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022 match against New 
Zealand at The Gabba, in Brisbane on Tuesday. 

PRE-MATCH CONFERENCE
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Indian head coach Rahul 
Dravid said on Tuesday 
ahead of the ICC T20 World 
Cup clash against Bangladesh 
that no teams can be taken 
lightly and Australian con-
ditions have created a “level 
playing field” for every team 
in every contest.

Team India will take on 
Bangladesh in their Group 
2, Super 12 match of the ICC 
T20 World Cup in Adelaide 
on Wednesday. “We cannot 
take any team lightly. At 
times, it is two hits here and 
two there. These conditions 
have made the contest a level-
playing field. The grounds 
are big,” said Dravid in a 
pre-match press conference.

Dravid said that the team 
respects Bangladesh as a 
side and will be meticulous 
against them.

Questioned about the team’s 
plans if rain comes into play, 
Dravid said that the general 
chat is about controlling 

what is in the team’s hands. 
“If weather forces us to play 
10-12 overs, we will respond 
accordingly.”

About Virat Kohli’s privacy 
breach, Dravid said, “Obvi-
ously it is disappointing. We 
have flagged it With the con-
cerned authorities. Virat has 
dealt with it nicely.”

Star Indian batter Virat 
Kohli on Monday expressed 
shock at the “appalling” video 

of his Perth hotel room that 
surfaced on social media and 
said he was disappointed by 
the “fanaticism and absolute 
invasion of privacy.”

The video shared purport-
edly takes a tour of Virat’s 
room with shoes, suitcases, 
a visual of the room’s wash-
room, some personal belong-
ings. At one point in the video 
that was titled “King Kohli’s 
hotel room” a man who is 

apparently filming the video 
opens the wardrobe where 
the viewer gets to see an iron 
box.

“I understand that fans get 
very happy and excited see-
ing their favourite players 
and get excited to meet them 
and I’ve always appreciated 
that. But this video here is 
appalling and it’s made me 
feel very paranoid about my 
privacy. If I cannot have pri-
vacy in my own hotel room, 
then where can I really expect 
any personal space at all?” Vi-
rat posted on his Instagram 
account.

Virat added: “I’m NOT okay 
with this kind of fanaticism 
and absolute invasion of pri-
vacy. Please respect people’s 
privacy and not treat them as 
a commodity for entertain-
ment.”

Crown Towers Perth issued 
a statement after the incident.

“We unreservedly apologise 
to the guest involved and will 
continue to take the necessary 
steps to ensure this remains 
an isolated incident,” the 

hotel management said in a 
statement. “Crown has taken 
immediate steps to rectify the 
issue. The individuals in-
volved have been stood down 
and removed from the Crown 
account, and the original vid-
eo was swiftly removed from 
the social media platform,” 
Crown Towers was quoted 
as saying by ESPNCricinfo.

“Crown is conducting an 
investigation with the third-
party contractor and will take 
any further steps necessary to 
ensure an incident of this na-
ture does not happen again. 
We are also cooperating with 
the Indian Cricket team and 
the International Cricket 
Council to convey our apolo-
gies and will continue to work 
with them as we progress the 
investigation,” they added.

The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) has also ex-
pressed its disappointment 
with the incident in a state-
ment. The ICC said it was 
“incredibly disappointed by 
the gross invasion of privacy” 
that Kohli had faced.

Conditions have made contests a level-playing 
field: Dravid ahead of T20 WC clash with B’desh

Indian head coach Rahul Dravid 

INTERVIEW

SUPRIYA SAXENA
NEW DELHI

Sandeep Kumar is an Indian 
racewalker. He represented 
India in the 50 kilometres 
walk event at the 2015 World 
Championships in Athletics 
in Beijing, China. Adding 
on, he participated in the 
2016 Rio Olympics where 
he finished at 35th in the 50 
kilometres race walk with a 
time of 4:07:55. In the presti-
gious 2020 Tokyo Olympics 
he finished 23rd in the 20 ki-
lometres race walk. With his 
charismatic stamina and his 
dream to make India proud, 
he in the 2022 Birmingham 
CWG won a bronze in men’s 
10,000m racewalk event. 
Currently, he holds the na-
tional records for both 50km 
and 20km race walking. 
We spoke to Sandeep Kumar, 

below are the excerpts.
Q. What possibilities do you see 
in upcoming Asian Games and 
Paris Olympics in 2024 regard-
ing your performance?
A. Yes of course, I am all 
heads and toes for the up-
coming competitions. Just 
like CWG 2022, I will make 
sure that I make India proud 
and my head will be held 
high with the National An-
them playing loud in the 
background (Smiles). All the 
sports personas have pulled 
up their socks and preparing 
well for the Asian Games and 
Olympics. I am taking more 
sessions and putting more 
time and efforts into the prac-
tices. Regardless of the timing 
whether its day or night, I am 
focussing on increasing my 
stamina and breaking my 
own National Records.

Q. Researchers have observed a 
drastic hike in the fan following 
of the sports stars rather than the 
Bollywood stars. What do you 
think, is this a good sign for the 
future of India?

A. I totally agree to this fact 
that tables have turned as of 
now. No second thought to 
it that Indians especially the 
youth is more attracted to-
wards sports now, as you said 

that they picking right Hero 
and Heroines, which can be 
made ideals for all good rea-
sons, who they were, how 
did they persevere to become 
what they are now. Mostly 

sports persons belong to poor 
family or less privileged ones. 
So, they are fighters and real 
heroes who can inspire youth 
of the nation. 
I give credit to the present 
government and federations 
who keep on organising 
sports events regularly, they 
are running many target 
olympics podium schemes, 
SAI (Sports Authority of 
India) is working outstand-
ingly well in the best interest 
of the sports persons, also the 
leaders keep motivating play-
ers, the ministries have been 
very helping in taking sports 
to every nook and corner of 
India be it any state, city, dis-
trict, village etc. So, people 
are more aware about sports 
now. Also, the sports per-
sons are groomed now, they 
get makeovers, they wear 

designer clothes, look more 
presentable to add a pinch of 
glamour and events like these 
add limelight, so no less than 
a starry life!
Most importantly parents 
have become more adaptive 
to sports, they are not push-
ing their kids to study only, if 
the kid wants to pursue his 
or her career in sports, he/
she getting that liberty from 
the guardians. This seems 
good for the future of Indian 
sports. In coming times you 
will see a boom in sports 
for sure starting from Paris 
Olympics and even in 2028 
olympics. 
Q. A total of 43 athletes from 
Haryana competed in the CWG 
and Para Commonwealth Games 
in Birmingham out of 61 medals 
over all, 20 medals solemnly 
belonged to Haryana’s athletes, 

your reaction?
A. See, it has to be, first of 
all the mindset of the people 
there, they are sports loving 
in nature and most impor-
tantly Haryana has an exclu-
sive state policy for sports. 
Needless to say that every 
state in India, have good play-
ers, they have talent, calibre. 
But at the same time, perks, 
recognition and appreciation 
matters. For instance, a gold 
medalist form XYZ state gets 
a lesser prize money than 
compared to the gold medal-
ist of Haryana state. And not 
only prize money, the job as-
surance and other amenities 
too.  So, I feel that other states 
also should follow Haryana’s 
sports policy to achieve lucra-
tive results. I am sure it will 
help increasing the number 
of medals too for India.

Indian racewalker Sandeep Kumar

I AM FOCUSSING ON INCREASING MY STAMINA AND BREAKING MY OWN NATIONAL RECORDS: SANDEEP

ASIAN BOXING C’SHIPS

TDG NETWORK
AMMAN 

Sparsh Kumar advances to 
round of 16 in 51 kg category

Indian boxer Sparsh Ku-
mar defeated Kyrgyzstan’s 
Diushebaev Nurzhigit in 
his round of 32 match in 
the 51 kg category at the 
ongoing Asian Boxing 
Championships being 
held in Amman, Jordan 
on Tuesday.

He defeated Nurzhigit by 
5-0. “Just the start we needed 
Well done #Sparsh, keep it 
up! #AsianCham-
pionships 
#PunchMein-
HaiDum 
#Boxing,” 
tweeted 
the Boxing 
Federation 
of  India 
(BFI).
I n  h i s 
round of 
16 match, 
Sparsh will be 
facing the Tokyo 
2020 Olympics 
bronze medal-

ist and reigning World 
Champion Saken Bibossi-
nov on Wednesday.
Later tonight, Lakshya 
Chahar will be in action for 

India against 
Tajikistan’s 
Shab-
bos  Ne g-
matulloev 
i n  h i s 
round of 

16 match in 
the 80 kg 

(light-heavyweight) cat-
egory.
The event will be held in 
Jordan from November 1 
to November 12.
India squad (as per Olym-
pics.com):
M e n :  G o v i n d  S a h -
a n i  (4 8 k g ) ,  S p a r s h 
Ku m a r  ( 5 1 k g ) ,  A n -
anta Chopade (54kg),  
Md. Hussamuddin (57kg), 
Etash Khan (60kg), Shiva 
Thapa (63.5kg), Amit Ku-
mar (67kg), Sachin (71kg), 
Sumit (75kg), Lakshya 
(80kg), Kapil (86kg), 
Naveen (92kg), Narender 

(+92kg) Women: Monika 
(48kg), Savita (50kg), 
M i n a k s h i  ( 5 2 k g ) , 

Sakshi (54kg), Preeti 
(57kg), Simranjit 
(60kg), Parveen 
(63kg), Ankushita 
Boro (66kg), Pooja 

(70kg), Lovlina Bor-
gohain (75kg), Saweety 

Boora (81kg), Alfiya Pa-
than (+81kg). 

Indian boxer Sparsh Kumar 



sports16 the daily guardian review
wedne sday |  02 november 2022
new delhi

MATCH-WINNING KNOCK

TDG NETWORK
BRISBANE

SL knock Afghanistan 
out after 6-wicket victory

Dhananjaya de Silva plays shot during the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 
2022 match against Afghanistan at The Gabba on Tuesday. 

Sri Lanka knock Afghani-
stan out of the T20 World 
Cup after handing them a 
crushing 6-wicket loss at the 
Gabba in the ongoing T20 
World Cup.

Buoyed by the match-win-
ning knock of Dhananjaya 
de Silva and Wanindu Hasa-
ranga’s three wicket haul, Sri 
Lanka registered their sec-
ond win of the tournament 
to keep their T20 World Cup 
dream alive. Chasing the 
target, Sri Lankan openers 
made a slow start to their 
inning. Pathum Nissanka 
was dismissed in the second 
over to draw first blood for 
Afghanistan. The batter was 
dismissed for 10(10).

Dhananjaya de Silva and 
Kusal Mendis then stitched 
a 34-run partnership or 
the second wicket, before 
Afghanistan’s trump card 
Rashid Khan came in the 
eighth over to dismiss Men-
dis. He scored 25 off 27 balls 
before being dismissed by 
Rashid.

Charith Asalanka joined 

Dhananjaya at the crease 
and the duo took the attack 
to the Afghan bowlers after 
a slow start and plundered 
their bowlers for runs as they 
shared a crucial 54-ru stand 
for the third wicket. Dhanan-
jaya and Aslanka punished 
the Afghan bowlers for de-
viating away from their line 
and lengths and helped give 
Sri Lankan inning the much-
needed impetus.

Rashid Khan was taken to 
the cleanes after Dhanan-
jaya smashed the bowler for 
a six and a four in the 11th 

over. Mohammad Nabi was 
dealth in the same fashion as 
Dhananjaya struck him for a 
six too in the 12th over.

The partnership was final-
ly broken by Rashid in the 
14th over, as he dismissed 
Asalanka for 19(18).

Bhanuka Rajapaksa joined 
Dhananjaya at the crease and 
went after the bowlers right 
from the word go, smashing 
a boundary on his very first 
ball. The batter struck three 
boundaries in his brief stay 
of 18(14) and could not take 
the team over the line.

HAMSTRING INJURY

TDG NETWORK
MELBOURNE

The Australian cricket board 
may be forced to replace 
Aaron Finch in the Austra-
lian squad as the captain 
awaits scan results of his 
hamstring injury ahead of 
the T20 World Cup, 2022 
clash against Afghanistan 
on November 4, Friday.

The 35-year-old left the 
field after pulling up sore 
from a sprinting effort dur-
ing the powerplay, against 
Ireland and didn’t return 
for the rest of the game. Mat-
thew Wade took over as the 
team’s skipper after the bat-
ter didn’t return to the field. 
Finch’s night was plagued 
by an injury to his right 
hamstring during his 44-
ball 63, which was his most 
robust innings for Australia 
in months and earned him 
player of the match honours 
for the Aussies’ 42-run victo-
ry over Ireland at the Gabba 
on Monday.

A scan will determine the 
extent of the damage, but 
Finch himself warned that 
the situation might get worse 
before Australia’s final Super 
12s game against Afghani-
stan and the subsequent fi-
nals, should the team qualify.

“Little hammy twinge I 
think. I’ll get a scan tomor-
row. Unfortunately, I’ve had 
a history with them so we’ll 
see how it goes. It doesn’t 
feel too bad at the moment 
but generally, overnight 

they can stiffen up. We’ll get 
a scan and get the full results. 
Very hopeful (of playing Af-
ghanistan) but we’ll know 
more (Tuesday),” said the 
Aussie captain as quoted by 
cricket.com.au.

Tim David and Marcus 
Stoinis had hamstring is-
sues as well, which caused 
them to sit out of Australia’s 
second inning against Ire-
land, leaving the team with 
three substitute fielders on 
the ground.

SCAN TO DECIDE FATE OF AUSSIE CAPTAIN 
AARON FINCH FOR REST OF T20 WORLD CUP

Aussie captain Aaron Finch 

EXPRESSING OPTIMISM

TDG NETWORK
ST JOHN’S [ANTIGUA]

WEST INDIES CONTEMPLATING INTERIM COACH FOR SA TOUR
Jimmy Adams, the director 
of cricket at Cricket West 
Indies (CWI), disclosed 
that they are thinking about 
hiring a temporary head 
coach until the team’s tour 
of South Africa, which will 
go until the end of March, 
as the team’s current coach 
Phil Simmons is set to exit 
in December.

Adams expressed optimism 
that the CWI will decide by 
the end of this week whether 
it would name a temporary 
coach for the senior men’s 
squad of the West Indies 
or a number of coaches for 
various formats. He also 
notes that those negotia-
tions are currently ongoing. 
Simmon’s final task as West 
Indies head coach will be a 
visit to Australia. He submit-
ted his resignation following 
West Indies’ “unfathomable” 
first-round loss from the na-
tion’s T20 World Cup earlier 

this month. The crucial task 
for West Indies the follow-
ing year begins on February 
28 with an all-format trip to 
South Africa and ends on 
March 28.

“There are two issues to 
look at. Obviously, given 
the schedule that we have, 
which is Test cricket in Zim-
babwe and South Africa 
from the end of January right 
through until (March)...I 
think the white-ball games 
against South Africa will go 
into March. Do we first of 
all split the roles and how 
long are we going to give 
ourselves the time in which 
to recruit? By that I mean, 
is it that we are going to do 
an interim situation maybe 
until the end of South Africa 
(tour) or do we actually start 
recruiting right away (for a 
full-time coach). These are 
decisions that are before us 
now and I am hoping that by 
the end of this week coming 
that we will have some firm 

decisions to sort of guide the 
way forward...these are all 
the questions being consid-
ered right now as we speak,” 
said Adams as quoted by ES-
PNcricinfo.

West Indies suffered a 
shocking defeat at the hands 
of Ireland in the T20 World 
Cup qualification stage to be 
knocked out of the tourna-
ment in a humiliating turn of 
events or the two-time World 
T20 champions.

Phil Simmons on decided 

to step down as West Indies 
coach after his team crashed 
out in the first round of the 
ongoing T20 World Cup in 
Australia, an outcome he de-
scribed as “unfathomable”.

Simmons has been in 
charge of the West Indies over 
two separate stints since 2015 
and was at the helm when he 
led the Caribbean side to their 
second T20 World Cup title 
at Eden Gardens in Kolkata 
in 2016.

The ongoing T20 World 
Cup in Australia was a disap-
pointing one for the West In-
dies, with Simmons leading 
the side to just one win from 
three matches as they were 
bundled out of the tourna-
ment in the First Round.

His last assignment will be 
the upcoming two-Test series 
against Australia from No-
vember 30 to December 12.

“I acknowledge that it’s not 
just the team that is hurting 
but the proud nations we 
represent as well. It’s disap-

pointing and heart-wrench-
ing but we just didn’t turn 
up. We weren’t good enough 
and we now have to watch a 
tournament play out without 
our involvement. It’s unfath-
omable and for that, I deeply 
apologise to our fans and fol-
lowers,” Simmons said in an 
official statement released by 
Cricket West Indies.

“From a personal perspec-
tive this is not a knee-jerk 
reaction, but a move I have 
been considering for some 
time and now is the time to 
make public that I will step 
down as West Indies Head 
Coach at the end of the Test 
series against Australia. It is 
earlier than hoped for, but I 
will now focus my energies 
in Australia on continuing to 
build on the excellent prog-
ress the Test team has made. 
Of course, as the President 
has pointed out, we will 
also carry out the necessary 
review into our World Cup 
campaign,” he added.

Phil Simmons 

Carlos Alcaraz 

EXPRESSING HAPPINESS

TDG NETWORK
PARIS 

IT’S A DREAM COME TRUE: ALCARAZ 
AFTER WINNING WORLD NO 1 TROPHY

Spaniard Carlos Alcaraz’s 
dream run in 2022 earned 
him the ATP Number One 
Trophy for achieving his 
career-best, number-one 
ranking. The tennis star 
was awarded the trophy at 
the  Par- is 
Masters 
tour-
na-
ment 
in the 
French 
capital 
by ATP Chairman Andrea 
Gaudenzi on Monday.

Carlos Alcaraz had a sea-
son that will go down in 
history to be remembered. 
One of its key moments was 
when the Spaniard broke 
the record for the youngest 
World No. 1 in ATP Rank-
ings history. The tennis sen-
sation expressed his happi-
ness to have won the trophy 
and stated that it means a lot 
to him and added that it’s like 
a dream come true for him.

“For me it’s a dream come 
true being No. 1 in the world, 

to be a Grand Slam champi-
on. I feel like the No. 1, and 
to have this trophy, it means 
a lot to me, “ Alcaraz said as 
quoted by ATP Tour.

Alcaraz is one of the 28 
athletes to reach World No. 
1 in the Pepperstone ATP 
Rankings. He achieved it 
after winning his first major 

championship at 
the US Open.

“Everything 
has come so 
fast. I didn’t 
think at the 
beginning of 
the year that 

I’m going to 
have the 

year 
that 

I’m having right now. I al-
ways believe in my team and 
in my work, so this is some-
thing that came with the 
hard work that I put in every 
day, the hard preseason, the 
work during the year with 
my team. Everything pays 

off,” said Alcaraz.
The teenager, who is this 

week’s top seed in Paris, 
will face left-handed Yoshi-
hito Nishioka of Japan in the 
second round. Alcaraz will 
make his debut at the Nitto 
ATP Finals, where he will 
compete for the honour of 
being the youngest year-end 
World No. 1 in history.

Novak Djokovic will also be 
in action on Tuesday for the 
second-round match in the 
French capital against Max-
ime Cressy on Court Central. 
The match will mark the 

start of Djokovic’s quest 
for a record-extending 
eighth Rolex Paris 
Masters victory.

The sixth-seeded 
Serbian has consis-
tently fared well at 

the season-ending ATP 
Masters 1000 tourna-

ment, winning the title in 
each of his previous two ap-
pearances in 2019 and 2021.

In other matches, Dane 
Holger Rune will face Swiss 
great Stan Wawrinka, while 
third-seeded Norwegian 
Casper Ruud will face French 
wild card Richard Gasquet.

KEEPING FINGERS CROSSED

TDG NETWORK
ADELAIDE

RAIN COULD PLAY SPOILSPORT DURING INDIA 
AND BANGLADESH CLASH IN ADELAIDE

Team India will be hop-
ing to get back on the 
winning track in the 

ongoing ICC T20 World 
Cup 2022, as they take on 
Bangladesh on Wednesday 
in Adelaide. However, the 
match could get washed out 
as Adelaide experienced 
heavy rain on the eve of the 
match, the cricket lovers 
would be keeping their fin-
gers crossed.

So far, India have played 
three matches, winning two 
and losing one against South 
Africa. On the other hand, 
Bangladesh have also reg-
istered victories in the two 
and lost one from their first 
three matches. The winner 
of this match will have one 
foot in the semi-finals and 
both India and Bangladesh 
will be aware of that as they 
go head-to-head in Adelaide.

The Super 12 game is at 
risk of being abandoned due 
to rain, with the Bureau of 
Meteorology forecasting a 
60 per cent chance of rain. 
“Cloudy. Medium (60%) 
chance of showers, most 
likely in the evening. Winds 

southwesterly 20 to 30 
km/h,” reads the forecast for 
Wednesday as per Austra-
lia’s Bureau of Meteorology.

The current T20 World 
Cup has been adversely af-
fected by the weather, partic-
ularly in Melbourne, where 
four games have been aban-
doned or washed out due 
to rain, including three that 

were called off without a ball 
being bowled.

Earlier, Team India took 
their practice session in-
doors due to ups and downs 
in the rains in Adelaide on 
Tuesday.

Coming to India’s match, 
the Men in Blue are heading 
into the game after a five-
wicket loss to South Africa. 

STATS MATCHES IND 
WON

BAN 
WON

NR

Overall 11 10 1 0

At Adelaide 
Oval, Adelaide

0 0 0 0

In the last 5 
matches

5 4 1  0

In T20 World 
Cup

3 3 0 0

India’s Virat Kohli interacts with head coach Rahul Dravid during a practice session ahead of the match against Bangladesh at ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup 2022, at Adelaide Oval, in Adelaide on Tuesday. 

SUPERB EFFORT

TDG NETWORK
BRISBANE 

England skipper Jos Buttler 
admitted that his team “left it 
all out” when they defeated 
New Zealand to resurrect 
their ICC T20 World Cup 
campaign.

Jos Buttler’s blistering 73 
followed by a superb bowl-
ing effort from bowlers helped 
England keep their semifinals 
hopes alive with a 20-run win 
over New Zealand in the ongo-
ing ICC T20 World Cup, at the 
Gabba in Brisbane on Tues-
day. “I said at the toss that we 
didn’t think too much about 
the past poor performance, 
we have great players in the 
playing XI and in the squad, 
and we had the confidence 
that showed up today. We 
left it all out there tonight. It’s 
a ruthless tournament, last 
year South Africa went out 
despite having 4 wins out of 
5 games,” Jos Buttler said in a 
post-match presentation.

After losing to Ireland and 
having a match against Aus-
tralia abandoned due to in-

clement weather, England’s 
game against New Zealand 
in Brisbane carried a lot of 
weight. Their chances of 
making it to the semi-finals 
would have been hanging by 
a thread if they had lost, but 
Buttler took the lead with the 
bat after deciding to bat first, 
smashing 73 off 47 balls.

“You don’t become a bad 
team overnight. We had one 
poor performance but we 
have some good players, some 
dangerous players and lots of 
confidence in the group too,” 
he said.

“This is a World Cup, there 

will be pressure and the best 
teams do thrive under it. We 
bat deep, I thought the wicket 
was a little bit tricky, especially 
against spin and I thought 
Alex Hales played a fine hand, 
it’s all about partnerships, one 
day he gets going, and some 
other day it’ll be my turn,” he 
added.

Buttler became the highest-
run scorer for England in the 
T20I format. The batter ac-
complished this record dur-
ing his side’s crucial Group 1, 
Super 12 match of the ongoing 
ICC T20 World Cup in Bris-
bane.

In the match, Buttler struck a 
delightful 73 of 47 balls. After 
disappointing in two matches, 
England’s star played a vital 
knock and formed an 81-run 
stand for the first wicket with 
Alex Hales (52).

He has overtaken former 
England captain Eoin Mor-
gan. In 100 matches, Buttler 
has 2,468 runs at an average 
of 33.80. He has scored a cen-
tury and 18 half-centuries in 
the format. His best score in 
T20Is is 101*.

Morgan, who retired from 
international cricket in June 
this year, had scored 2,458 
runs at an average of 28.58 in 
107 innings in 115 matches. He 
scored 14 half-centuries in the 
format and the best individual 
score was 91.

“It’s nice at the end of a career 
when you look back at things 
on an individual level (on go-
ing past Eoin Morgan as the 
highest scorer for England in 
T20Is). The game was shaped 
in different ways, facing spin 
was tough, we wanted to be 
flexible with both bat and ball 
- the way Moeen bowled that 

fantastic first over, he put New 
Zealand under a lot of pres-
sure,” said the England batter.

Buttler began his innings 
cautiously, averaging just 
under one run per ball in the 
opening half while Hales led 
the charge at the other end. 
Hales scored the majority 
of the 81 runs scored by the 
England openers during their 
opening stand.

When Hales was caught by 
Devon Conway off the bowl-
ing of Mitchell Santner for 
a well-made 52 from 40 de-
liveries, the partnership was 
broken.

“The game was shaped in 
different ways, facing spin 
was tough, we wanted to be 
flexible with both bat and ball 
- the way Moeen bowled that 
fantastic first over, he put New 
Zealand under a lot of pres-
sure. Hales played brilliantly, 
we know what he is capable 
of. You need to be patient in 
T20 cricket, you need to keep 
backing guys. It’s important to 
keep pushing them and keep 
encouraging them,” said the 
England skipper.

We left it all out today, it’s a ruthless 
tournament: Jos Buttler after England beat NZ

Jos Buttler raises his bat after completing fifty during the ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup 2022 match against New Zealand at The Gabba.


