
In a majority judgement, 
the Supreme Court on 
Monday upheld the 

constitutional validity of 10 
per cent quota for Economi-
cally Weaker Section (EWS) 
among the general category 
in admissions and govern-
ment jobs. 

A five-judge Constitution 
bench in a 3:2 majority ver-
dict has held that the Consti-
tution’s 103rd Amendment 
Act 2019, saying that it does 
not violate essential features 
of the Constitution. Out of 
five justices, Chief Justice of 

India U.U. Lalit and S Ravin-
dra Bhat dissented from the 
majority verdict. However, 
the CJI went with the ma-
jority points of view. “I have 
concurred with the view 
taken by Justice Bhat. The 
decision stands at 3:2,” said 
CJI Lalit while pronouncing 
his verdict in the last. 

The constitutional valid-
ity of the 103rd Amendment 
Act, 2019 enabled the State to 
make reservations in higher 
education and matters of 
public employment on the 
basis of economic criteria 
alone. 

Majority bench—Justices 
Dinesh Maheshwari, Bela 

Trivedi and J.B. Pardiwala 
upheld the EWS Amend-
ment saying EWS quota 
does not violate the basic 
structure of the Constitution. 

Justice Maheshwari, while 
reading out the judgement 
said, “The EWS amendment 
does not violate the equality 
code or the essential features 
of the Constitution.”

He said reservation is an 
instrument of affirmative 
action so as to ensure an all-
inclusive march towards the 
goals of an egalitarian soci-
ety. 

Justice Bela M Trivedi said 
her judgment is in concur-
rence with Justice Mahesh-

wari and that the EWS quo-
ta in the general category is 
valid and constitutional.

She said, “The amend-
ment as a separate class is 
a reasonable classification. 
Legislature understands 
the needs of people and it is 
aware of the economic ex-
clusion of people from the 
reservation.” 

Justice J.B. Pardiwala in 
his separate but concurring 
judgement with Justices Ma-
heshwari and Trivedi upheld 
the Act and said that reserva-
tion should not continue for 
an indefinite time. 

He said, “The ones who 
have moved ahead should 

be removed from backward 
classes so that ones in need 
can be helped. The ways to 
determine backward classes 
need a re-look so that ways 
are relevant in today’s time. 
Reservation should not con-
tinue for an indefinite time 
so that it becomes a vested 
interest.”

On the other hand, Jus-
tice Bhat in his dissent ver-
dict struck down the 103rd 
Amendment saying that 
while reservation on an 
economic basis is permis-
sible, excluding SC/STs and 
Other Backward Classes 
from EWS cannot be per-
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As External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar began on 
Monday his two-day Russia 
visit amid President Vladi-
mir Putin’s praise for Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi 
and Indians, he will be reaf-
firming the Indian premier’s 
message during meetings 
with the Russian leaders on 
Tuesday that there can be 
no military solution to the 
Ukraine problems. He will 

also reiterate PM Modi’s call 
for the immediate cessation 
of hostilities and a return 
to path of diplomacy and 
dialogue, sources told The 
Daily Guardian, adding that 
Jaishankar’s meeting with 

The Supreme Court on 
Monday allowed Jharkhand 
Chief Minister Hemant 
Soren’s appeal, setting aside 
the Jharkhand High Court’s 

order which had accepted 
the maintainability of a Pub-
lic Interest Litigation (PIL) in 
connection with shell com-
panies allegedly related to 
state Chief Minister Hemant 
Soren and his associates. 

The appeal was filed by 

Jharkhand Chief Minister 
Hemant Soren and the state 
government against the 
Jharkhand High Court order. 
The Jharkhand Government 
and chief minister Hemant 
Soren have moved the 

pm to uNVEil 
logo, thEmE 
for iNdia’s g20 
prEsidENCy 
New Delhi: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will unveil 
the logo, theme and website 
of india’s G20 Presidency 
on Tuesday. india will as-
sume G20 Presidency on 1 
December 2022. The logo, 
theme and website of india’s 
G20 Presidency will reflect 
the country’s message and 
overarching priorities to the 
world. “Guided by the Prime 
Minister’s vision, india’s 
foreign policy has been evolv-
ing to undertake leadership 
roles on the global stage,” 
the release said. During the 
G20 Presidency, india will 
hold about 200 meetings 
in 32 different sectors in 
multiple locations across 
india. The G20 Summit to 
be held next year would be 
one of the most high-profile 
international gatherings to 
be hosted by india. 

pfi CasE: Nia 
raids 3 plaCEs 
iN kErala
New Delhi: The National 
investigation Agency (NiA) on 
Monday carried out searches 
at three locations in Kerala 
in PFi conspiracy case. The 
anti-terror agency conducted 
these searches in the Malap-
puram district of Kerala in the 
case pertaining to the crimi-
nal conspiracy hatched by 
the office bearers, members, 
and cadres of PFi having its 
registered office in New Delhi 
and unit offices, area offices, 
zonal office or state offices all 
over india, along with others, 
who are involved in raising or 
collecting funds from within 
india and abroad through 
banking channels, hawala, 
donations for committing or 
getting committed, terrorist 
acts in various parts of india 
including Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, 
and Delhi. incriminating 
materials, including digital 
devices and documents, were 
seized during these searches, 
the NiA said.

top of the day

With the Air Quality Index 
(AQI) improved in relative 
terms, the Delhi government 
on Monday lifted various 
bans, imposed earlier, in-
cluding the ban on the entry 
of trucks into the national 
capital. 

In view of the Central gov-
ernment’s panel Commis-

sion for Air Quality Man-
agement (CAQM) to revoke 
the Graded Response Action 
Plan (GRAP) stage 4, Delhi 
Environment Minister Go-
pal Rai announced that the 
ban on entry of trucks into 
Delhi has been lifted, which 
means that there is no ban on 
entry of trucks and non-BS 
6 diesel light motor vehicles 
are allowed. 

Addressing a press confer-

ence on Monday, Gopal Rai 
said that the ban on entry of 
trucks into the national capi-
tal would be partially lifted 
and directions for work from 
home and for government of-
fices have been amended. 

Last week, the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) government an-
nounced a mandatory 50% 
work-from-home for govern-
ment offices, and a similar ad-
visory was issued for private 

Businessman Dinesh Arora, 
an accused in the Delhi ex-
cise policy case on Monday 
said he is ready to make true 
disclosure about his role in 
the case and agreed to be an 
approver in the case. 

He said, “I am ready to 
make a voluntary and true 
disclosure with respect to my 
role in the commission of the 

alleged offences. I have also 
cooperated in the investiga-
tion of the case by CBI and 
have made true statements 
before the Investigation of-
ficer. I have also made a con-
fessional statement before 
the ACMM regarding facts 
and events pertaining to the 
commission of alleged of-
fences”. Arora said, “I have 
seen CBI’s application and 
it has been filed with the 
request of the grant of par-

don to me as I am ready to 
voluntarily make a true and 
full disclosure of all the facts 
pertaining to this case as the 
same are within my knowl-
edge.” 
“I request to be granted a 
pardon in this case. I have 
agreed without any pressure, 
undue influence or coaxing 
by CBI or any other. I am 
also ready to abide by all the 
terms and conditions which 
the court may impose upon 

me, added the Arora,” Arora 
added. 

No pressure, no threats by 
CBI or anyone else to do this, 
in response to Court’s ques-
tion, he said. He sought to 
be tendered pardon on ap-
propriate conditions, as he 
is ready to disclose all facts 
and circumstances with re-
spect to this case as per his 
knowledge, Court took note. 
Arora’s counsel on Monday 

Russia and India stand for the active forma-
tion of a more just and equal polycentric 
world order, the Russian Foreign Ministry 
said ahead of External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar’s visit to Moscow. 
“Russia and India stand for the active forma-
tion of a more just and equal polycentric world 
order, and proceed from the inadmissibility of 
promoting the imperialist diktat on the global 
arena,” the Russian Foreign Ministry said in 

a statement. 
The Russian Foreign Ministry said bilateral 

relations between the two countries bear the 
character of a special and privileged strategic 
partnership and effective interaction mech-
anisms have been formed between the two 
countries over the past decades.
“The key areas of cooperation with India are 
the further intensification of the political dia-
logue in a bilateral format and on international 
platforms, promotion of economic, financial, 
energy, military-technical, humanitarian, sci-

Amidst the ongoing tussle 
between the Raj Bhavan 
and the Left government, 
Kerala Governor Arif Mo-
hammed Khan on Monday 
threw an open challenge to 

the ruling CPI-M to attack 
him if they have guts and 
blamed the ruling disposi-
tion for the collapse of the 
entire constitutional ma-
chinery in the state. 
“Don’t hold it CPI(M) 
march on 15 November, 
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Gujarat High Court on 
Monday took Suo moto 
cognizance of the Morbi 
tragedy, and issued notices 
to officials including the 
Home department, asking 
to file a report of the inci-

dent after seven days. “We 
expect strict action from 
the state government,” HC 
ordered. 

Seeing the seriousness of 
the Morbi mishap, which 
claimed the life of at least 
134 people, present on the 
century-old suspension 

Chief Justice of India (CJI) 
U.U. Lalit on his farewell 
function on Monday, said 
that he has fulfilled to a cer-
tain extent his promise relat-

ing to easing the mentioning 
process, streamlining listing 
of matters and functioning of 
one constitution bench. 

CJI Lalit said this during the 
farewell function organised 
for him by the Supreme Court 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leader Sanjeev Mishra was 
shot dead by unidentified 
persons in Kathihar district 
allegedly over an old dispute 
on Monday, the police said. 

Officials said that the in-
cident occurred in the Bal-
rampur police station area 
on Monday morning. Mishra 
was standing outside his 

bjp lEadEr shot 
dEad iN bihar’s 
katihar

After a music company filed 
a copyright action against the 
Congress for playing a song 
from the movie KGF-2 at the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra headed by 
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offices, which has 
been revoked now. 

The primary 
schools will be 

reopened from Wednesday, 
which was shut down as the 
Air Quality in Delhi went 
from bad to worse. Curbs on 
outdoor activities for second-
ary school students will also 
be lifted from Wednesday.

Curbs on BS III petrol ve-
hicles and BS IV diesel ve-
hicles will still continue in 
Delhi. Gopal Rai said the ban 
was imposed under Stage III 
of the Graded Response Ac-
tion Plan (GRAP); and that it 
won’t be lifted yet. 
“However, the ban on private 
demolition and construction 
work will continue,” Gopal 
Rai said in the briefing. 

Air Quality Index (AQI) in 
the national capital Delhi on 

Monday morning came down 
and stopped at a ‘very poor’ 

category, after continuing to 
slide from the ‘severe’ cat-
egory, which was recorded 
for three straight days last 
week, said the forecast sys-
tem SAFAR. 

Even though the air quality 
in Delhi continued to slide for 
the second consecutive day 
from the ‘upper end of very 
poor’ to the ‘very poor’ cat-
egory, still, it is touching an 
alarming level on Monday 
morning as the overall Air 
Quality Index (AQI) of the 
city stood at 326. 

The National Capital Re-
gion (NCR) also continued 
to witness bad air as Noida, 
which is part of the national 
capital region, recorded an 
AQI of 356, in the ‘very poor’ 
category.

mitted and 
amounts to dis-
crimination 
against them. 

The Constitution bench 
verdict came on a batch 
o f  p e t i t i o n s ,  f i l e d  by 
NGOs Janhit  Abhiyan 
and Youth for Equality, 
among others, challeng-
ing the Amendment on 

the ground that economic 
classification cannot be 
the sole basis for reserva-
tion. 

During the hearing, law-
yers appearing for peti-
tioners submitted that the 
103rd Amendment grant-
ed reservation to upper 
castes and this was a viola-
tion of the basic structure 

of the Indian Constitution. 
It was contended by the 
lawyers of the petition-
ers that the quota on the 
economic ground alone is 
impermissible.

The petitions were filed 
in the top court in 2019, 
challenging the validity of 
the Constitution’s 103rd 
Amendment Act 2019. 

also moved an application 
for in-camera proceedings, saying 
that it is a sensitive matter and me-
dia should be kept out at this early 

stage. CBI does not oppose the application for 
in-camera proceedings. Court says it will pass 
the order on incamera later in the evening. 

After taking note of the submissions/oath 
made by Dinesh Arora in the Court, Special 
Judge M.K. Nagpal on Monday deferred the 
matter for 14 November for

arguments regarding Arora’s application 
for pardon. Court noted that he voluntarily 
requested pardon while agreeing to disclose 
true info about the case as per his knowledge, 
and this has been done without any pressure 

or undue influence by CBI or anyone else 
The Court was hearing the Central Bureau 

of Investigation (CBI) plea moved under 306 
Crpc to make businessman Dinesh Arora, an 
accused, an approver/witness in the Delhi ex-
cise policy case. 

A few days ago, the same court granted 
anticipatory bail to Dinesh Arora after CBI 
didn’t oppose the bail plea in the case. The 
Court noted that CBI in its reply against the 
anticipatory bail plea, stated that the appli-
cant has supported the investigation and 
disclosed certain facts which are vital for the 
investigation; hence, the CBI has no objec-
tion if the anticipatory bail is granted to the 
applicant by this court. 

Putin cannot be ruled out.
EAM Jaishankar is on a two-day 

bilateral visit to Moscow at a time 
when there is no let-up in the war 

in Ukraine. Moreover, Jaishankar’s visit also 
assumes significance in the light of the fact 
that New Delhi is being seen as a potential 
negotiator between Ukraine and Russia. 
Most of the engagements and meetings will 
take place on Tuesday, as Jaishankar would 
be meeting his counterpart Russian Sergey 
Lavrov and Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Trade and Industry Denis Manturov. 
No final word has come as yet on a meeting 
with Putin. However, sources say diplomatic 
efforts are on to fix an interaction between 
Jaishankar and Putin as well. So it cannot be 
ruled out either, say sources.  India has been 
batting for peace in the region and has re-
peatedly stated that the escalation of the con-
flict must be stopped immediately. Sources 
told TDG that Jaishankar is going to reiterate 
PM Modi’s message that the problem must be 
resolved through diplomacy and not through 
military action. PM Modi’s concerns about 
the humanitarian crisis in the war-affected 
regions would also be highlighted by Jaishan-
kar. What is also remarkable is that India has 
always expressed willingness to contribute 
to any peace efforts.

It may be recalled that during his meeting 
with Putin in Uzbekistan city Samarkand on 
the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation summit, PM Modi had told the 
Russian President that “Today’s era is not an 

era of war, and I have  talked to you on the 
phone about this.” It is in the backdrop of all 
this that Jaishankar’s visit has led to ques-
tions being raised as to whether India can 
help broker peace in Ukraine. PM Modi has 
himself offered to facilitate a direct commu-
nication between presidents of Russia and 
Ukraine so as to find a peaceful resolution to 
the problems. With this in view, Jaishankar’s 
trip to Moscow is being viewed as an impor-
tant development.  

Significantly, Putin has showered praise 
on “patriot” PM Modi and “talented” In-
dians in the last few days. Putin’s remarks 
appreciative of India and its leadership are 
being seen by diplomats as an indication of 
massive upswing in India-Russia relations 
despite sanctions by the western countries 
against Moscow as a result of Special Military 
Operation against Ukraine.

The Russian foreign ministry on Monday 
released a statement ahead of the EAM Jais-
hankar and Lavrov meeting, sharing details 
of the issues that would be covered during 
interactions.  The ministers will exchange 
views on actual international issues with 
an emphasis on cooperation within the UN, 
SCO, G20, BRICS and RIC. They will discuss 
cooperation for India’s Chairmanship of SCO, 
fight against terrorism and a list of regional 
issues including the formation of security ar-
chitecture in the Asia Pacific Region, the situ-
ation with Iranian nuclear programme, the 
situation in Afghanistan, Syria and Ukraine, 
says the release.  

Jaishankar to carry PM 
Modi’s ‘message of peace’  
during Russia visit 

on the radar

RAHIL NORA CHOPRA

‘kHam’ Factor 
For congreSS 
With the pressure 
mounting high by 
Gujarat Congress lead-
ers, Rahul Gandhi is 
expected to address two 
or three large rallies in 
the State. Congress is 
strategically working on 
its back-to-basics theo-
ry of KHAM (Kshatriyas, 
OBCs, Harijan, Adivasi, 
Muslim) which helped 
the party win 149 seats 
in 1985, and 139 in 
1980. Congress asserts 
that it has a strategy in 
place, and focused on 
localised door-to-door 
canvassing to mobilise 
support. On the other 
hand Congress is ex-
ploring an alliance with 
NCP in Gujarat which 
will go to polls on 1 and 
5 December. Sources 
said the discussions on 
seat sharing has started 
and Congress’ Guja-
rat in-charge Raghu 
Sharma and senior 
NCP leader Praful Patel 
will take it forward.

aimim playS 
SpoilSport 
With RJD retaining 
Mokama seat by a 
handsome margin while 
the BJP managed to 
hold on to Gopalganj 
by the skin of its teeth 
in the bypolls. This was 
the first difficult test of 
ballots in the state since 
JD(U) quit the NDA and 
shook hands with the 
Grand Alliance to form 
a new government in 
August. BJP candidate 
Kusum Devi polled 
70,053 votes against 
RJD’s Mohan Prasad 
Gupta’s 68,259. Political 
observers are of view 
that BJP could retain 
Gopalganj only because 
of AIMIM who put up a 
candidate, Abdul Salam, 
who bagged over 
12,000 votes. Another 
factor was that Lalu’s 
estranged brother-in-
law Sadhu Yadav fielded 
his wife Indira Yadav 
as a Bahujan Samaj 
Party candidate. She 
polled around 9,000 
votes.  A majority of 
these 21,000 votes are 
supposed to have come 
from the RJD vote bank. 
The AIMIM and BSP 
candidates cut Muslim 
and Yadav votes that 
traditionally go to the 
RJD in Bihar.

kHarge’S 
clarion call 
Newly elected Congress 
President Mallikarjun 
Kharge urged his party 
leaders in Karnataka to 
bridge up their differ-
ences and work towards 
bringing the Congress 
back to power. While 
CLP leader Siddara-
maiah too agreed that 
there might be small 
differences between 
leaders within the party, 
but everyone should 
take it as a challenge to 
oust the BJP govern-
ment in the state. 
The 80-year-old Dalit 
strongman attended the 
‘Sarvodaya Samavesha’ 
here at Palace Grounds 
to mark his debut visit 
to Karnataka after being 
elected as the Congress’ 
national president.

riFt widenS 

governor’S cHallenge to kerala govt: 
‘attack me, iF you Have gutS’

h o l d  i t 
on a day when 
I am in the Raj 
Bhavan. I will 

come there, let’s have a pub-
lic debate...VCs are being 
stopped from performing 
their duty, law and order 
issues are being created, I 
am being threatened with 
dire consequences,” Kerala 
governor Arif Mohammed 
Khan said addressing the 
mediapersons in Kochi. 
“They have initiated the 
process of collapse of con-
stitutional machinery. I 
would urge them to go 
ahead, create more prob-
lems, barge into the Raj 
Bhavan if they have the 
guts, attack me on the road. 
CM says that he doesn’t 
know who I am, I know 
who he is. He is the one 
who tried to free a man who 
was charged of murder but 
was forced to return after 
an officer pointed a gun at 
him,” he added. 

The Secretary of the 
Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) M.V. Govindan 
on Sunday announced that 
they would organise a mas-
sive protest in front of Raj 
Bhavan on November 15 
with along with other left 
parties against the gover-

nor alleging him of sitting 
over the bills for a long time. 
“The government has 
sought legal opinion over 
the Governor sitting over 
various bills and his at-
tempts to unseat a majority 
of vice-chancellors in the 
state. Governor is not al-
lowed to hold the bills for a 
long time. We will move to 

any extent to fight this un-
certainty,” CPIM chief sec-
retary M.V. Govindan said. 

At first, the Kerala Gover-
nor had asked the Kairali 
News (channel of CPIM) 
and Media One to leave 
the place and shouted that 
he will not meet these two 
channels alleging them 
of “masqueadering” being 

political persons. “They 
are not media, they are 
masquerading as media 
but are basically political 
persons...I had categorical-
ly mentioned that I will not 
talk to Kairali and Media 
One,” he said. 

Asked about his stand on 
the replies of Vice Chancel-
lors (of six universities) to 
the show-cause notice, Gov-
ernor AM Khan said that he 
cannot reply unless he goes 
through their responses. “A 
situation is being created 
where the Vice Chancel-
lors are being stopped from 
performing their duties. I 
am threatened of conse-
quences. I am ready to face. 
Let them come where they 
want to come,” Governor 
Khan said further under-
scoring that the govern-
ment has not produced any 
instance of his interference 
in their administration. 
“They said I am interfering 
in the administration, I say 
I will resign if they produce 
one instance, have they 
come forward with any? 
Everyone of you knows 
that they try to control Ra-
jbhavan, my personal staff, 
who are they to tell me 
who should i appoint?,” he 
added.

bridge 
w h i l e  i t  c o l -
lapsed, Gujarat 
HC took cogni-

zance of the case. The state 
High Court prior to the be-
ginning of the proceedings 
paid tribute to the people, 
who died in the mishap. 

“All the judges of the High 
Court including the Chief 
Justice, Advocate General, 
Solicitor General, Govern-
ment Pleader and all the 

government lawyers paid 
their respects,” news agen-
cy learned. 

High Court issued noti-
fications to the officials in-
cluding Home Department, 
Urban Housing, Municipal 
Commissioner, and Human 
Rights to file a report on 
the incident on 14 Novem-
ber. “We expect strict ac-
tion from the state govern-
ment,” Gujarat High Court 
said in a statement. 

house, when two bike-borne miscreants 
came, shot him in the head, and fled from 

the spot. Locals and family members hearing the 
gunshots reached the spot and found Mishra lying 
in a pool of blood. They rushed him to a nearby 

hospital, where he was declared dead, the police said. 
Soon after the news about his death spread, locals of the area 

gathered in the area and started protesting. They even blocked 
the road demanding immediate action in the incident. This 
forced the police to reach the area and bring the situation under 
control, and the body was sent for post-mortem examination. 
The police suspect that the unidentified accused managed to 
cross the Bengal border as the area is close to it. 

Prima facie, it appears to be a case of an old dispute, and 
things will be clear only after the statements of the family. 
Further investigation of the matter is on, said, officials. This 
was not the first attack on Mishra. He was shot by unidentified 
people in the past too, and survived the attack, they added. 

B a r  A s -
sociation. 

CJI Lalit recalled 
that he had made 
certain promises 

regarding mentioning and 
listing the matters and about 
Constitution benches. 

He highlighted that during 

his tenure around 10,000 
matters and 13,000 matters 
lying in defects were dis-
posed of. He also mentioned 
his 37 years in the Supreme 
Court in which for 29 years, 
he practiced as a lawyer and 
last 8 years as judge of the top 
court.

The outgoing CJI also 
praised veteran lawyer, the 
late Soli Sorabjee, under 
whom he worked as a ju-
nior for over five years. CJI 
thanked Sorabjee and said 
whatever he stands and 
does today is all the product 
of that. 

apex court 
against 

an order of the 
high court which 
had accepted the 

maintainability of PIL in 
connection with shell com-
panies allegedly related to 
Hemant Soren and his as-
sociates. 

The Jharkhand govern-
ment has filed a Special 
Leave Petition (SLP) in the 
apex court challenging the 
Jharkhand High Court’s 
order. 

Moments after the Su-
preme Court’s decision al-

lowing Jharkhand Chief 
Minister Hemant Soren’s ap-
peal against the Jharkhand 
High Court order, the CM 
reacted by saying “Satyamev 
Jayate”. Jharkhand CM took 
to social media and Tweeted 

“Satyamev Jayate”. 
On 3 June, Jharkhand High 

Court held two PILs against 
Soren and rejected the argu-
ments made by senior advo-
cates Kapil Sibal and Mukul 
Rohatgi (questioning the 
maintainability of the two 
PILs filed against CM and 
his associates) in its 79-page 
order. 

‘Govt explorinG leGal 
options aGainst Governor’ 
New DeLHI: Communist Party of India (Marxist) general secretary 
Sitaram Yechury has said that the party and the Kerala government 
are exploring legal options against state Governor Arif Mohammad 
Khan over the bills pending with him passed by the state assembly.

“we are exploring how to deal with this situation. we are exploring 
the legal options. Consultations are going on both levels - our CPI(M) 
state unit and the state government there. Discussion is going on and 
based on that we will see further,” Yechury told ANI. Yechury alleged 
that the Governor spends most of his time in Delhi. 

“He is the Governor of Kerala and you see his entire schedule. He 
spends most of his time in Delhi. He holds press conferences from 
Delhi,” Yechury said.

“we are not opposing any person or party. It is a constitutional post, 
it has dignity. The Constitution is clear that the Governor has to act 
on the guidance of the Cabinet and on the basis of its decisions. If he 
is violating it, then it needs a solution,” the CPI-M leader added.  The 
Lok Ayukta bill and University Amendment Bill are pending before 
the Governor for some time. Yechury alleged that there was a misuse 
of the office of the governor in opposition-ruled states. “who is the 
person, it is not the question? The question is the misuse of the office 
of Governor? Tamil Nadu raised the same issue. The same thing is 
being raised in many states where there is a non-BJP government 
and in all these states, efforts (are) being made by the Governor to do 
the politics of the central government,” he alleged.

Sprinkling oF water done on roadS 
to cHeck riSe in aQi
New Delhi: As air quality in the national capital continues 
to hover in the ‘very poor’ category, desperate measures 
have been put in by the administration to improve the 
situation. Sprinkling of water on the city roads is one of the 
measures being adopted to bring down air quality index. 
The Delhi government has also pressed into service a total 
of 150 mobile smog guns to deal with air pollution. 
According to Delhi environment minister, Gopal Rai, two 
smog guns will be installed in every assembly of Delhi 
i.e. total 70 assemblies and the rest will be installed at 
pollution hot spots. A mobile smog gun will hold seven 
thousand litres of water and will cover an area of ten km 
on one side On 7 November, Monday morning the AQI (air 
quality index) in the national capital Delhi came down and 
stopped at a ‘very poor’ category, after continuing to slide 
from the ‘severe’ category, which was recorded for three 
straight days last week, said the forecast system SAFAR.

entific and technical cooperation,” the Rus-
sian statement read. Since the start of the Ukraine 
conflict earlier this year, India’s bilateral ties 
with Russia have come under the scanner of 

the West for a surge in oil imports from sanctions-hit 
Moscow. The war in Ukraine which has continued for 
more than eight months has had a significant impact on 
global food security and has led to a sudden increase in 
crude prices.  Notably, India has not condemned Rus-
sia since the start of the conflict and has maintained its 
independent position. On several UN forums, New Delhi 
has consistently called for a cessation of violence and 
advocated the path of peace and diplomacy. 

Congress 
MP Rahul Gandhi, 
a court in Benga-
luru ordered the 

temporary shutdown of the 
party’s Twitter account.

A complaint was made 
against three Congress lead-
ers, including Rahul Gandhi, 

by M Naveen Kumar, the 
manager of MRT music, for 
allegedly violating copyright 
laws by using music from the 
hugely successful Kannada 
film KGF-2 during the Bharat 
Jodo (unite India) yatra, which 
travelled through Karnataka 
last month before moving to 

neighboring Telangana.
The Twitter handle for the 

Bharat Jodo Yatra campaign 
was also temporarily blocked 
by the court.

The manager of the music 
company said that KGF-2 
songs were used in the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra campaign videos.
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Tamil Nadu’s chief minister, 
M.K. Stalin, said that the Su-
preme Court’s split verdict 
on the reservation of eco-
nomically backward classes 
is a “setback” in the long 
struggle for social justice.

“Today’s verdict in the res-
ervation case for economi-
cally backward classes is a 
setback in the century-long 
struggle for social justice,” 
Tamil Nadu CM M.K. Stalin 
said after the top court de-
livered its verdict upholding 
the validity of the Constitu-
tion’s 103rd Amendment 
Act 2019, which provides 
for 10% EWS reservation 
amongst the general catego-
ry in admissions and jobs.

“After accessing the full 
judgement and discussing 
with the legal experts, we 
will take a decision on our 
next course of action on 
EWS, which is against social 
justice,” he added.

Congress leader Udit Raj 
called the Supreme Court 
“casteist.” Tweeting in Hindi, 
Udit Raj said, “The Supreme 
Court is casteist; is there still 
doubt about it. It refused to 
give reservation to SC/ST, 
OBC in Indira Sawhney case, 
citing the Constitution’s limit 
of 50% but reversed its state-

ment when it came to EWS 
reservation.”

In another tweet, he clari-
fied that he was not oppos-
ing the reservation of poor 
upper castes but was only 
mentioning the SC’s vision 
in the matter of Indira Sawh-
ney.

“I am not against the reser-
vation of poor upper castes 
but of the mindset that 
when SC/ST/OBC matters 
came up, SC always said 
that the 50% limit in Indira 
Sawhney’s case cannot be 
crossed,” he wrote in his 
tweet.

Former Union Law Minis-
ter Ashwani Kumar reacted 
to these remarks in a conver-
sation with ANI.

He said, “The Supreme 
Court, in a majority judg-
ment, has upheld the EWS 
reservation in public em-

ployment, private employ-
ment, and education in-
stitutions on the basis of 
economic criteria, which 
has been raising debate in 
this country for a very long 
time. The top court has said 
that economic backward-
ness can be a basis for res-
ervation, and this point has 
been reiterated even in the 
dissenting judgments.”

He further said, “Of course, 
there are different views on 
the subject, and the fact that 
two distinguished judges 
have chosen to give a dis-
senting view on the overall 
judgement shows the debate 
will continue in the country. 
I also believe that the state 
should give benefits to a per-
son belonging to any caste if 
they are economically weak-
er. But the views on the In-
dira Sawhney case are differ-

ent. The reservation can only 
be given on a social basis. By 
amending the Constitution, 
the Parliament has given pri-
ority to the economic basis 
for granting reservation, and 
it has been upheld by the Su-
preme Court. Hence, I would 
only say that this is the law 
of the land, and dubbing the 
supreme court “casteist’ for 
any reason whatsoever is 
wholly improper.”

A five-judge Constitu-
tion bench in a 3:2 split 
verdict upheld the validity 
of the Constitution’s 103rd 
Amendment Act 2019, 
where three judges passed 
the verdict upholding the 
Act .

CJI UU Lalit concurred 
with Justice S Ravindra Bhat 
and passed a dissent order, 
earlier on Monday morning.

The majority bench - Jus-
tices Dinesh Maheshwari, 
Bela Trivedi and JB Pardiwa-
la upheld the EWS amend-
ment. 

Justice Maheshwari said, 
“The EWS amendment does 
not violate the equality code 
or the essential features of 
the Constitution.” 

Justice Bela M. Trivedi said, 
her judgment is in concur-
rence with Justice Mahesh-
wari and said that the EWS 
quota in the general category 
is valid and constitutional.
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STRONGHOLD 

Will the government 
change in Gujarat, or 
will the dominance of 
the Bharatiya Janata 
Party remain intact? 
The answer will be re-
ceived on 8 December. 
At present, there is a 
BJP government in the 
state, and this trend has 
not been broken since 
1995. If the BJP’s victo-
rious chariot continues 
in 2022, it will be the 
party’s 7th consecutive 
victory in the western state. Now the question is, how, even 
after 27 years, how the hold of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
party in his home state remains strong even in the presence 
of many other parties?

After the earthquake in Kutch region in the year 2001, the 
then Chief Minister Narendra Modi worked fiercely in the area. 
He accelerated the Gujarat economy and started the Vibrant 
Gujarat Summit for investment. According to experts, Modi 
is credited for changing the image of Gujarat. He has held the 
command of the state for three consecutive times.

Gujarat’s GDP growth was at an all-time high when Modi 
was the CM, and Gujarat also topped the ‘ease of doing busi-
ness’ tables as compared to other states. Even during the 2014 
Lok Sabha elections, the BJP resorted to the Gujarat model. 
The party won in Gujarat in 2017 even after Modi became 
the prime minister. Now the BJP is talking of a ‘double engine 
government’ with the government at the centre.

The BJP is said to have a connection with the voters in Gujarat. 
Also, a strong organisation converts Modi’s popularity into 
votes. For more than two decades, the party has maintained its 
vote share. At the same time, in the current elections too, PM 
Modi and many veteran leaders of the country have registered 
their presence. The new slogan of the party is ‘Aa Gujarat, 
Main Banayu Che’ and along with this, the BJP has made a 
mention of ‘Gujarati Asmita’ during the campaign. In the year 
2017 also, PM Modi had to face the blows of GST and demon-
etisation raised by the Congress through Gujarat’s identity 
and development. In the last elections, due to the continuous 
rallies of PM Modi, the BJP was ahead of other parties. At the 
same time, the Gujarati speeches of Modi and Amit Shah in 
the rallies also played a big role in connecting with the public.

On Thursday, the commission announced the dates for the 
elections. Under this, voting will be held in two phases for the 
182-seat assembly of the state. In the first phase, voting for 
89 seats will be held on 1 December. Whereas, in the second 
phase, 93 seats will vote on 5 December. The counting of votes 
will take place on 8 December along with Himachal Pradesh. 
The hill state will go to polls on 12 November.

27 years of power, 
how BJP’s victory 
continues in Gujarat 
since 1995
Abhijit bhAtt 
GandhinaGar

AIR QUALITY 

Expressing serious concern over 
Delhi’s air quality remaining in the 
‘severe’ category for the fifth day in a 
row, Union Minister Jitendra Singh 
said that air pollution-related stubble 
burning cases have witnessed a rise 
of 160% in Rajasthan and 20% in 
Punjab this October as compared to 
October 2021.

According to the Ministry of Earth 
Science, the Union Minister also 
raised an alarm as Delhi recorded 
seven “very poor” air quality days in 
October this year compared to none 
in October 2021.

Referring to findings by the India 
Meteorological Department and In-
dian Institute of Tropical Meteorol-
ogy under the aegis of the Ministry 
of Earth Sciences, Singh said, “There 

was a 160% and 20% rise in cases of 
stubble burning in Rajasthan and 
Punjab, respectively, in October 2022 
compared to October 2021.”

He said that the farm fires in Pun-
jab rose from 13,269 to 16,004 from 
October 2021 to October 2022, re-
cording a rise of 20%, while in Rajas-
than, it rose from 124 to 318 from Oc-
tober 2021 to October 2022 recording 
a rise of 160%.

“This implies that the govern-
ments in the two States are not do-
ing enough to check stubble burning 
and are, on the contrary, increasingly 
contributing to the deteriorating air 
quality in Delhi NCR,” the Union 
Minister said.

The Minister, who is also Incharge 
of the India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), Ministry of Earth Sci-
ences, said that on the other hand, 

states like Haryana and Uttar 
Pradesh have recorded a progressive 
decline in the incidents of stubble fire 
burning.

“Such inferences indicate that ei-
ther the governments in Rajasthan 
and Punjab are not serious about 
air quality or they have not properly 
utilised the funds that were provided 
by the Narendra Modi government to 
purchase machines for stubble man-
agement,” he said.

Singh pointed out that since 2018-
19, on the instructions of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, the Centre 
has provided Rs 3,138 crore to states 
for stubble management, of which 
nearly 1,500 crore was provided to 
Punjab alone.

“It is for the people to judge as to 
why, while many states have done an 
appreciable job in stubble manage-

ment and are gradually moving in 
positive directions, the states of Pun-
jab and Rajasthan continue to show 
further deterioration, raising several 
questions regarding their intent, sin-
cerity, and prosperity,” Singh added.

He also pointed out that Haryana 
and Uttar Pradesh witnessed a de-
cline in farm fire incidents by 30% 
and 38% respectively during the 
same period.

“Haryana witnessed 1,995 fire 
counts in October 2022, as compared 
to 2,914 in October 2021. Similarly, 
UP registered 768 fire counts this 
October, compared to 1,060 cases in 
October 2021,” said Singh.

The Union Minister said in the first 
five days of November, the number 
of fire counts was much higher in 
Punjab than in Haryana and Uttar 
Pradesh.

‘STUbbLe bURNING INcReASeD bY 160% IN RAjASTHAN, 
20% IN PUNjAb IN OcTObeR’
tDG NEtWORK
nEW dELhi

LATeST DATA 

Ahead of the assem-
bly polls in Gujarat, 
the Association for 

Democratic Reforms (ADR) 
and Gujarat Election Watch 
(GEW) have analysed the 
MPs, MLAs, and candi-
dates’ financial and crimi-
nal cases in Lok Sabha and 
Assembly elections since 
2004. The information is 
based on the affidavits sub-
mitted by the candidates 
prior to the 2007, 2012 and 
2017 Gujarat Assembly 
Elections and the 2004, 
2009, 2014 and 2019 Guja-
rat Lok Sabha Elections and 
By-elections to the Gujarat 
Assembly and Lok Sabha, 
respectively.

A total of 6043 candidates 
who have contested either 

parliamentary or state as-
sembly elections since 
2004 from Gujarat have 
been analysed by ADR and 
GEW. Out of these, a total 
of 685 MPs and MLAs have 
held seats either in the Par-
liament or state assemblies 
since 2004—all from Guja-
rat.

The data reveals that 
a total of 972 (16%) of 
these 6043 candidates 
have declared criminal 

cases against themselves. 
511 (8%) out of the 6043 
candidates analysed have 
declared serious criminal 
cases against themselves. 
Out of 685 MPs and MLAs 
analysed since 2004, 191, 
or 28%, have declared 
criminal cases against 
themselves, and 109, or 
16%, have serious criminal 
cases.

The average asset value of 
all candidates (6043) anal-

ysed since 2004 is Rs. 1.71 
crore. The average asset size 
of all MPs and MLAs (685) 
as analysed since 2004, is 
Rs. 5.99 crores.

Talking about the   cor-
relation between criminal 
cases and financial status, 
the analysis of the data has 
revealed that money power 
and muscle power have a 
large bearing on the out-
come of the election results.

The average assets of 972 

candidates analysed since 
2004 with declared crimi-
nal cases is Rs. 3.81 crores, 
and for 511 candidates with 
declared serious criminal 
cases, it is Rs. 5.34 crores, 
while the average assets of 
191 MPs and MLAs anal-
ysed since 2004 with de-
clared criminal cases is Rs. 
8.96 crores, and for 109 
MPs and MLAs with de-
clared serious criminal cas-
es, it is Rs. 11.42 crores.

28% cANDIDATeS HAve DecLAReD 
cRImINAL cASeS IN GUjARAT 
PRiyANKA ShARmA 
nEW dELhi

Pm modi 

top of the day

ONe ARmY jAwAN 
DeAD, fOUR 
INjUReD IN ROAD 
AccIDeNT 
GUWahaTi: One person-
nel of the indian army died 
while four others were 
injured after the vehicle 
carrying them met with an 
accident near Tamulpur at 
the india-Bhutan border 
on Monday. The defence 
PrO in Guwahati has 
informed that the injured 
army personnel have 
been rushed to the army 
Base hospital. “One army 
personnel died and four 
others were injured after 
an indian army vehicle 
met with an accident near 
Tamulpur, along the indo-
Bhutan border today. The 
injured persons have been 
rushed to the army Base 
hospital,” defence PrO in 
Guwahati informed. as per 
the information, the army 
vehicle had reached the 
accident site from narengi 
army Cantt.

Pm mODI TO vISIT 
KARNATAKA ON 
11 NOv 
BEnGaLUrU: Prime 
Minister narendra Modi is 
scheduled to visit Karna-
taka on 11 november and 
participate in several pro-
grams and events across 
the state, said officials. 
The list of programs PM 
Modi is going to attend 
on 11 november includes 
the launching of Vande 
Bharat (Chennai-Mysore-
Bangalore) train from SBC 
railway station. it was a 
long-pending demand of 
the people of Karnataka 
state and PM Modi will be 
flagging off this high-
speed train, said officials. 
PM Modi will garland the 
statue of Kanakadasa in 
MLa Bhawan in Benga-
luru. he will also inaugu-
rate a new terminal at the 
Kempegowda interna-
tional airport. 

DeLHI RePORTS 
295 cASeS Of 
DeNGUe IN A weeK 
nEW dELhi: The na-
tional capital has reported 
around 295 fresh cases of 
dengue in a week - taking 
the total number of cases 
reported this year to 2490. 
however, there has been 
no death due to dengue, 
shows official figures. 
as per official figures 
released by the Munici-
pal Corporation of delhi 
(MCd), there were around 
693 cases of dengue 
reported in the month of 
September this year. in 
October, this count rose 
to 1238 cases. around 295 
positive cases of den-
gue have been reported 
between november 1 and 
7, said officials with the 
anti-malaria wing of the 
municipal corporation. 

vINAY mISHRA 
DecLAReD 
‘PROcLAImeD 
OffeNDeR’ IN 
cATTLe cASe 
nEW dELhi: a Special 
Court of delhi on Monday 
declared Vinay Mishra, 
former Trinamool Con-
gress youth wing leader, 
‘a proclaimed Offender’ in 
the West Bengal cattle 
smuggling case linked to 
money laundering.  The 
Special Judge raghubir 
Singh on Monday, while 
declaring him a pro-
claimed offender, noted 
that he was earlier issued 
summons. a notice had 
been pasted at his Kol-
kata residence. 

What is EWS (Economically 
Weaker Section)? 

The term EWS is used for the people 
having an annual family income less 
than ₹8 lakh in the ‘unreserved’ cat-
egory. ‘Unreserved’ means the people 
who do not categorised as SC/ST or 
OBC and fall under ‘general’ category. 

What is EWS Quota? 
On 7 January 2019, the Union govern-
ment approved a 10% reservation in 
government jobs and educational in-
stitutions for the EWS in the General 
category. The cabinet decided that this 
would be over and above the existing 
50% reservation for SC/ST/OBC cat-
egories.  
The legislation came into force on 14 
January 2019 with 103rd amendments 
of the Constitution. Amendments in 
article 15 (6) and 16 (6) were made to 
permit 10% reservations to the EWS 
category. 

What is the basic objective of 
EWS Quota? 
The basic objective is to provide reser-
vation based on economics. Since the 
socially disadvantaged sections are 
getting the privilege, with the amend-
ments government had ensured that 
some benefits reach economically dis-
advantaged sections too. 

What are other features of 
EWS Quota? 
This Amendment empowers both the 
union and state government to grant 
reservation every poor and disadvan-
taged person of the society.
The 103rd amendment does not affect 

in the reservation policy SCs, STs, and 
Socially and Educationally Backward 
Classes (SEBC) in any form.
The purpose of the 103rd amendment 
was to bring equality in the society 
and to break the wall between rich 
and poor.

What is the bone of conten-
tion? 
The matter relates to the constitutional 
validity of reservations of the EWS in 
higher education and govt employ-
ment on the basis of financial condi-
tions. The petitioners had submitted 
before the Supreme Court that pro-
viding reservation on the basis of eco-
nomic criteria, excluding SC, ST and 
OBC Non-Creamy Layer, breaches the 
equality code.
The Centre, had said that SCs and 
STs have been given benefits by way 
of affirmative action -- given reser-
vation in promotion in government 
jobs, legislature, panchayat and mu-
nicipalities -- and the EWS quota 
does not violate the basic structure 
of the Constitution, as he defended 
the 103rd constitutional amend-
ment. The Centre told the apex court 
that the EWS quota has been given 
without disturbing the 50 per cent 
quota, which is meant for the socially 
and economically backward classes 
(SEBC).  

What the Supreme Court 
said today?
The apex court has uphold the quota 
for EWS saying it is no way violates 
any constitutional provisions. 

      Yogdatta Rajeev

EWS quOtA
TDG EXPLAINER

CANDIDATEs wITh CRImINAL CAsEs

number of candidates analysed: 6043

average assets rs 1.71 crore

number of candidates with declared 
criminal cases

972

average assets rs 3.81 crore 

number of candidates with declared 
senior criminal charges

511

average assets rs 5.81 crore

mPs/mLAs wITh CRImINAL CAsEs

number of MP/MLas analysed 685

average assets rs 5.99 crore

number of MPs/MLas with criminal 
cases

191

average assets rs 8.96 crore

number of  MPs/ MLas with serious 
criminal charges

109

average assets rs 11.45 crore 

m.K Stalin 

ReAcTION 

‘Setback in century-long 
struggle’: Opposition tears up 
SC’s verdict on EWS
tDG NEtWORK
nEW dELhi
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Families of 16 Indian sailors 
held hostage by the Guinea 
Navy are worried about the 
safety of the sailors and have 
pinned their hopes on the gov-
ernment.

The Indian sailors have been 
held hostage for nearly the 
last three months, and their 
families have demanded their 
immediate release. Gaurav 
Arora, a resident of the Go-
vind Nagar area in Kanpur, 
is among the 16 Indian crew 
members of the ship detained 
by the Navy of Equatorial 
Guinea, a country located on 
the west coast of Africa. As 
per Gaurav’s family, he had 
recently joined the merchant 
navy as a third officer, and 
he was on a Norway-based 
ship, “MT Heroic Idun,” that 
reached AKPO Offshore, a 
conventional gas development 
located in ultra-deepwater in 
Nigeria, on August 8 when he 
was held hostage along with 
other crew members of the 
ship.

The ship had anchored on 
the international maritime 

boundary of Nigeria on Au-
gust 8. The ship’s crew of 26 
people, including 16 Indians, 
was waiting for their turn 
when the Guinea Navy de-
tained the ship and the crew 
the next day on suspicion that 
they had come to steal oil, his 
family said.

Of them, 15 were taken to a 
hotel, and 11 have been kept on 
the ship, they claimed.

The family said that they are 
worried because the Guinean 
Navy is going to hand over the 
ship’s crew to Nigeria.

“It’s a nerve-racking time 
for us. We are really worried 
about the safety of my brother 
and the 15 Indians of the ship 
crew,” Gaurav’s sister Komal 
Arora told the press. She 
said that the Indians might 
be charged with false allega-
tions, and the Guinea Navy 
will hand them over to Nige-
ria. “We all know how sensi-
tive the place is. The govern-
ment must intervene since we 
can’t predict how the Nigerian 
government will treat Indians 
once the handover is done. It 
must be stopped,” she ap-
pealed.

TDG NETWORK
KANPUR

IN THE WILD

CAPTIVITY

KUNO CHEETAHS MAKE THEIR FIRST HUNT

16 INDIAN SAILORS HELD 
HOSTAGE BY GUINEA NAVY, 
FAMILIES SEEK GOVT  HELP

Former Congress leader 
Ghulam Nabi Azad said on 
Sunday that only Congress 
could challenge the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) in Gu-
jarat and Himachal Pradesh 
assembly elections, while the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) is 
“merely a party of UT Delhi.”

Months after exiting the de-
cades-long association with 
the Congress party, Azad 
said that he was not against 
its policy of secularism 
but its weak party system. 
While talking to the press in 
Srinagar, he said, “Although 
I have separated from Con-
gress, I wasn’t against their 
policy of secularism. It was 
only due to the party’s system 
getting weakened. I would 

still want Congress to per-
form well in the Gujarat and 
HP Assembly polls. AAP 
isn’t capable to do so.”

Exuding confidence in the 
Congress, he said that the 
party takes care of every-
body, including Hindu, and 
Muslim farmers. He said that 
the Aam Aadmi Party can’t 
do anything in these states, 
they have failed in Punjab, 
and the people of Punjab will 
not vote for them again.

In a scathing attack on 
Aam Aadmi Party, Azad 
said that it is “AAP is merely 
a party of UT Delhi. They 
can’t run Punjab efficiently, 
only Congress can challenge 
BJP in Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh as they have an in-
clusive policy.”

On Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman hinting at 
the Centre thinking of re-
storing State status to J&K, 
he said that he had taken this 
issue many times and if Cen-
tre Government will do that’s 
a welcome step.

Ghulam Nabi Azad is on a 
tour of Doda where he will 
be meeting many delegations 
and addressing many rallies 
in the coming days.

Earlier on August 26, Azad 
quit the 52-years-long associ-
ation with the Congress par-
ty. While in October, Azad 
announced his new politi-
cal outfit ‘Democratic Azad 
Party’. In his resignation let-
ter to Sonia Gandhi, he had 
targeted party leadership, 
particularly Rahul Gandhi, 
over the way the party has 
been run in the past nearly 

nine years.
In the hard-hitting five-

page letter, Azad had claimed 
that a coterie runs the party 
while Sonia Gandhi was just 
“a nominal head” and all the 
major decisions were taken 
by “Rahul Gandhi or rather 
worse his security guards 
and PAs”.

He was earlier the Leader 
of the Opposition in Rajya 
Sabha. Recounting his long 
association with the Con-
gress, Azad had said the situ-
ation in the party has reached 
a point of “no return.”

While Azad took potshots 
at Sonia Gandhi in the letter, 
his sharpest attack was on 
Rahul Gandhi and he de-
scribed the Wayand MP as a 
“non-serious individual” and 
“immature”.

FOR FARMERS

Two cheetahs that were flown 
in from Namibia and released 
in Kuno National Park made 
their first kill within 24 hours 
of being released into a large 
enclosure, DFO Prakash Ku-
mar Verma told the press.

The details of the prey are 
yet to be known. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi had in-
troduced the cheetahs to In-

dia on his birthday this year, 
on September 17.

The two cheetahs -- healthy 
and adjusting well -- were re-

leased on Sunday in the bigger 
enclosure after completing 
their mandatory quarantine.

The release of the two chee-

tahs came after the Ministry 
of Environment, Forestry, 
and Climate Change received 
a no-objection certificate from 
the Ministry of Animal Hus-
bandry for quarantine clear-
ance to be released in a large 
enclosure.

As part of the efforts to revit-
alise and diversify the coun-
try’s wildlife and habitat, they 
were being brought to India 
decades after their extinction.

The Central Government has 
directed sugar mills across 
the country to export quickly 
to make an early payment to 
farmers.

In a statement issued on 
Sunday, the Ministry of Con-
sumer Affairs, Food, and 
Public Distribution stated, “At 
the end of the sugar season of 
2022–2023, it is expected that 
most of the sugar mills will 
be able to sell their products 
either in the domestic market 
or in the international mar-
ket through exports and will 
clear the cane dues of farmers 
in time. Thus, the policy has 
created a win-win situation 
for sugar mills in the coun-
try.” The statement comes 
after the government allowed 
the export of 6 million metric 
tonnes of sugar on a quota 
basis during the sugar season 
(SS) 2022–23 as another mea-
sure to balance the price stabil-
ity of sugar in the country and 
the financial positions of sugar 
mills in the country, based on 
initial estimates of sugarcane 

production.
“The Directorate General 

of Foreign Trade (DGFT) has 
already notified to extend the 
inclusion of sugar exports un-
der the restricted category up 
to October 31, 2023,” the min-
istry said.

According to the official 
information given by the 
Department of Food and 
Public Distribution (DFPD), 
the Central Government has 
prioritised the availability of 
about 275 lakh metric tonnes 
(LMT) of sugar for domestic 
consumption, about 50 LMT 
of sugar for diversion to etha-
nol production and a closing 
balance of about 60 LMT as 
on September 30, 2023.

“Balance quantity of sugar 
produced by sugar mills in 
the country would be allowed 
for exports. Since at the begin-
ning of sugar season 2022-23, 
initial estimates of sugarcane 
production are available, it has 
been decided to allow the ex-
port of 60 LMT sugar,” it said.

The ministry said that the 
sugarcane production in the 
country will be reviewed pe-

riodically, and based on the 
latest available estimates, the 
quantity of sugar exports to 
be allowed could be reconsid-
ered.

During SS 2021-22, India 
exported 110 LMT of sugar 
and became the second larg-
est exporter of sugar in the 
world and earned about Rs 
40,000 crore worth of foreign 
exchange for the country.

“Timely payment and the 
low carrying cost of stocks for 
sugar mills also resulted in ear-
ly clearance of cane arrears of 
farmers,” the ministry added.

As on October 31, 2022, more 
than 96 percent of cane dues of 
farmers for SS 2021–22 were 
already cleared, despite record 
procurement of sugarcane of 
more than 1.18 lakh crore ru-
pees.

It is worth mentioning that in 
the sugar export policy for SS 
2022–23, the government has 
announced sugar mill wise ex-
port quotas for all sugar mills 
in the country with an objec-
tive system based on the aver-
age production of sugar mills in 
the last three years.

Govt asks sugar mills to export 
speedily to make early payment
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

ALLEGATIONS

Jailed conman Sukesh 
Chandrasekhar, who is 
facing several cases of cor-

ruption under the Prevention 
of Corruption Act and the 
Money Laundering Act, has 
written another letter to Delhi 
LG Lieutenant Governor Vi-
nai Kumar Saxena requesting 
a CBI probe against the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP).

In his latest letter to the 
Delhi LG, Chandrashekhar 
wrote, “I request you to direct 
an urgent CBI investigation 
and allow me to file an FIR 
as the pressure is getting too 
much and any undue event 
may take place before the 
truth about AAP is exposed,” 
he wrote. Alleging that he 
is being threatened by AAP 
leader Satyendar Jain and the 
ex-DG (Prisons) of Tihar jail 
after his complaint to the Del-
hi L-G went public, he said, 
“After my last application 
was released on the media, 
from the last two days there 
has been a severe threat that 
I have been receiving from the 
jail administration on behalf 
of Mr Satyendar Jain and DG 
prison Sandeep Goel.”

Earlier on Friday, the LG 
informed about the transfer 
of DG Prison Sandeep Goel 
with immediate effect via an 
official order from the Home 
Department of the Govern-
ment of the National Capital 
Territory of Delhi.

Sukesh also alleged that a to-

tal of Rs 50 crore was paid to 
the AAP as he was promised 
an important party position 
in south India.

“If I was the country’s big-
gest thug, then why during 
2016, when I personally de-
livered Rs 50 crores to Mr Sa-
tyendra Jain in the presence 
of Kailash Gahlot in his farm 
at Asola, and thereafter the 
same evening, Mr Kejriwal 
and Mr Jain had visited me for 
the dinner at Hyatt, Bhikaji 
Kama Place where I was stay-
ing,” he alleged in the letter.

“Kejriwal Ji, why did you 
force me to bring 20–30 indi-
viduals to contribute Rs 500 
crore to the party in return for 
seats,” reads Sukesh Chan-
drashekhar’s letter that has 
been confirmed by his lawyer.

Earlier in his letter to Delhi 
LG, Sukesh had alleged that 
he was forced to pay Rs 10 
crore in “protection money” 
to the Aam Aadmi Party min-
ister Satyender Jain.

He had also asked for LG to 
direct the CBI to file a case on 
a complaint, which has also 

been given to the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI).

“I am ready to give all evi-
dence supporting my com-
plaint` against Satyender 
Jain of AAP. I am also ready 
to record my 164-page state-
ment before Court and Judge. 
But the truth has to be out, 
as I am not able to keep it in-
side me anymore, I am be-
ing harassed, they and their 
so-called honest govern-
ment have to be exposed and 
shown that even in jail they 
are involved in high-level cor-
ruption,” he said in a letter 
confirmed by his lawyer.

He further said, “I have been 
lodged in Delhi jail since 2017 
for the case under PC Act and 
a few economical offences. 
I have been associated with 
AIADMK, the Sasikala fac-
tion politically involved in 
Tamil Nadu and have been in 
the business of construction, 
media, mining and corporate 
lobbying.”

In his letter dated last 
month, Chandrashekar 
claimed that the AAP has 

promised him an important 
post in the party in the south 
zone and also to help him to 
be nominated to Rajya Sabha 
following the expansion.

“I (Sukesh) have known, 
Satyender Jain of AAP since 
2015, and have contributed 
more than 50 crores to AAP 
in the promise of giving me 
an important post in the party 
in the south zone and also 
helping me to be nominated 
to Rajaya Sabha following 
the expansion,” said Chan-
drashekhar.

He also alleged that Saty-
ender Jain had visited him in 
Tihar Jail several times.

“After my arrest in 2017 
for the two leaf symbol cor-
ruption case, I was lodged in 
Tihar Jail and was visited by 
Satyender Jain who holds the 

Portfolio of Jail minister is for 
multiple times, asking me if I 
had disclosed anything relat-
ed to my Contribution to AAP 
to the investigating agency 
which arrested me, stated the 
letter,” he said.

“Thereafter in 2019 again 
I was visited by Satyender 
Jain and his Secretary and his 
close friend Sushil in Jail, and 
asking me to pay Rs 2 crores 
every month to him as pro-
tection money to live safely in 
Jail, and to get even basic facil-
ities provided. Also, he asked 
me to pay Rs 1.50 crore to DG 
prison Sandeep Goel. Min-
ister’s close aid forced me to 
pay and the total amount of 10 
crores in matter of two-three 
months was extorted from me 
through constant pressure,” 
he added.

SUKESH CHANDRASEKHAR WRITES 
TO DELHI LG, SEEKS CBI PROBE
SANJAY SHARMA 
NEW DELHI

Sukesh Chandrasekhar

Crew member held by the Guinea Navy.

Ghulam Nabi Azad meeting the locals. Crowd gathered to meet Ghulam Nabi Azad.

Satyendar Jain

TOP OF THE DAY

SUSPECTED 
MEMBER OF AQIS 
ARRESTED IN 
KOLKATA
KOLKATA: A Special Task 
Force (STF) of Kolkata 
Police arrested a suspect-
ed member of Al Qaeda 
(AQIS) and the Ansarullah 
Bangla Team in West Ben-
gal’s South 24 Parganas 
district, the official said on 
Sunday.The man, identi-
fied as Moniruddin Khan, 
20, allegedly provided 
logistical support to the 
organisation by helping 
in recruitment as well as 
preparing false Indian ID 
cards, the official further 
said. The suspected AQIS 
member was produced 
before the Culcutta court 
and was remanded to po-
lice custody until Novem-
ber 14.He was arrested on 
Saturday night from his 
hideout in Mathurapur, in 
the South 24 Parganas 
district.

FIRE BREAKS OUT 
IN GAUTAM BUDDH 
NAGAR
GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR: A 
Monday morning fire that 
broke out in an interna-
tional shopping store for 
Mushkin products was 
doused with the help of 
seven fire tenders. Accord-
ing to a statement from 
the media cell of Gautam 
Buddh Nagar police, the 
Mushkin International 
B-39, under the Phase-2 
police station, caught 
fire on Monday morning. 
Several firetrucks along 
with police personnel 
were deployed here. How-
ever, no casualties have 
been reported so far.More 
details are awaited.

UTTARAKHAND 
GAURAV SAMMAN 
FOR NSA AJIT 
DOVAL, LATE CDS 
GEN RAWAT 
DEHRADUN: National 
Security Advisor (NSA) 
Ajit Doval, late Chief of 
Defence Staff (CDS) Gen-
eral Bipin Rawat among 
five distinguished people 
have been selected for the 

“Uttarakhand Gaurav Sam-
man” this year. Others to 
be conferred the award 
are Chairperson of the 
Central Board of Film Cer-
tification Prasoon Joshi, 
late Girish Chandra Tiwari 

‘Girda’ and late Viren 
Dangwal. “For the “Utta-
rakhand Gaurav Samman” 
award-2022, this year the 
Government of Uttara-
khand has awarded NSA 
Ajit Kumar Doval, Prasoon 
Joshi, and Late General Bi-
pin Rawat (posthumously), 
Late Girish Chandra Tiwari 

‘Girda’ (posthumous) and 
Late Viren Dangwal (Post-
humous),” informed Chief 
Minister’s Office (CMO).

NOMINATION 
FILING PROCESS 
BEGINS FOR MCD 
POLLS
NEW DELHI: The nomina-
tion filing process for the 
upcoming Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) 
election has begun today. 
The respective candidates 
submitted their nomina-
tions between 11 am to 3 
pm today. As stated by the 
State Election Commis-
sioner (SEC) Vijay Dev, 
earlier, the polling will be 
conducted on December 4 
and the counting will take 
place on 7 December. This 
will be the first election 
after the delimitation 
exercise, which will cover 
all 250 wards of Delhi. 

TDG NETWORK
DODA 
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IN THE COURTS
APEX COURT ACQUITS ALL 
CONVICTS IN 2012 
CHHAWALA RAPE CASE
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on 
Monday acquitted three convicts who were 
awarded the death penalty by a Delhi court 
after being held guilty of raping and killing 
a 19-year-old woman in Delhi’s Chha-
wala area in 2012.The three convicts were 
awarded the death penalty after being held 
guilty of raping and killing a 19-year-old 
woman in 2012. The victim’s mutilated body 
was found in a field with multiple injuries 
due to an assault with objects ranging from 
car tools to earthen pots. A Delhi court in 
February 2014 convicted three men of rap-
ing and killing a 19-year-old woman in 2012 
and awarded them the death penalty. 

SC REJECTS AZAM KHAN’S 
SON’S PLEA CHALLENGING 
ALLAHABAD HC
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Mon-
day rejected the appeal filed by Samajwadi 
Party leader Azam Khan’s son Abdullah 
Azam Khan challenging the Allahabad 
High Court order which annulled his 
election as a legislator in Uttar Pradesh 
on grounds that he was underage and not 
qualified to contest the poll in 2017.The 
Allahabad High Court had declared the 
election of Abdullah Khan from the Suar 
Assembly segment in Rampur district 
null and void as he was less than 25 years 
of age. Abdullah Khan was elected as an 
MLA on a Samajwadi Party ticket on 11 
March, 2017.

PRESSURE BY AAP’S SATYENDAR JAIN: 
CONMAN’S LAWYER
NEW DELHI: After jailed conman Sukesh Chan-
drasekhar, who is facing several cases of corruption 
under the Prevention of Corruption Act and the Money 
Laundering Act, wrote another letter to Delhi LG 
Lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena requesting 
the CBI probe against the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), his 
lawyer AK Singh said that Sukesh was getting threats 
to withdraw the complaint. “It is a subsequent com-
plaint with the new angle that, after the first complaint, 
threats and pressure on him (Sukesh) to withdraw the 
complaint has increased. The pressure is from Satyen-
dar Jain and ex-DG Prisons Sandeep Goel,” Advocate 
AK Singh said on Monday. AK Singh further said, “The 
letter has 3 names - Satyendar Jain, Arvind Kejriwal 
and Kailash Gehlot at whose farmhouse the Rs 50 Cr 
deal took place as per the allegation in the second com-
plaint. There should be a fair inquiry. The purpose of the 
letter is that the matter be handed over to CBI.”

AHEAD OF POLLS

ONLY CONGRESS CAN CHALLENGE BJP IN GUJARAT 
AND HIMACHAL POLLS, AAP INCAPABLE: AZAD
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Punjab government has 
blacklisted 5706 BS-IV ve-
hicles registered fraudu-
lently for violating the 
guidelines of the Supreme 
Court of India. The state 
government has also taken 
action against those vehi-
cles, whose taxes were due 
and documents were in-
complete and all services re-
lated to these vehicles have 
been blocked.

Divulging further, Punjab 
Transport Minister Laljit 
Singh Bhullar informed 
that as per the guidelines 
of the Supreme Court of 
India, a complete ban was 
imposed on the registration 
of high-polluting BS-IV ve-
hicles after March 31, 2020, 
but this type of vehicles had 
been registered fraudulent-
ly, of which the transport 
department has identified 
5706 vehicles so far.

The Cabinet Minister 
said, the investigation re-
vealed that the vehicle own-
ers, company dealers and 
clerks, assistants, accoun-
tants of RTA/SDM Offices 
and some senior officials 
manipulated with engine 
and chassis number and ve-
hicle manufacturing details 
and registration of these 
vehicles was done besides 
evading taxes.

The Cabinet Minister in-
formed that besides this, 
many vehicle dealers con-
tinued their dealerships 
without getting themselves 
registered in the office of the 
State Transport Commis-
sioner (STC) at that time and 
they have been found to be in-
volved in fraud with the gov-
ernment by registering such 
vehicles on a large scale in 
their own names. Even many 
such dealers have got them-
selves registered fraudulently 
on the portal NIC (National 
Informatics Center). 

To review the preparations 
being made for the G-20 
Summit, a meeting of the 
Sub-Cabinet Committee 
under the Chairmanship of 
Local Government was held 
today on Monday at the Mu-
nicipal Bhawan, Chandigarh. 
The members of Cabinet sub 
committee Kuldeep Singh 
Dhaliwal, Harjot Singh Bains 
and Harbhajan Singh were 
also present in the meeting.

Giving information in this 
regard,  Local Government  
Minister, Dr. Inderbir Singh 
Nijjar said that the G-20 
summit is going to be held in 
the holy city of Amritsar in 
March 2023 possibly on 15 
to 17 March 2023.  The Presi-
dents and Prime Ministers 
of G-20 countries and other 
international delegates will 
participate in this summit. 
He said that it is a matter of 
great pride that this interna-
tional level event is going to 

be held in the state of Punjab.
Cabinet Minister Dr.Nijjar 

further informed that ap-
proximately Rs. 100 crores 
will be spent on development 
works for the beautification 
of the city of Amritsar for the 
G-20 summit.  The extensive 
arrangements will be made 
for the success of this global 
event. The local government 
minister disclosed that with 
this international event, the 
state will emerge on the glob-
al tourism map, it would also 
give boost to the investment 
in the state. On this occa-

sion, he gave the details of the 
works to be done to strength-
en the beauty and basic infra-
structure of the city and said 
that whatever work will be 
done will be not only for the 
program, but will be strong 
and sustainable works ac-
cording to the needs of the 
city residents. He said that 
the works to be done include 
repairing roads, street lights, 
making green belts, painting 
the Golden Gate, improving 
solid waste management, sig-
nage boards, and electricity.  
Includes traffic light works.

The 15th edition of CII Agro 
Tech India came to a conclu-
sion on Monday. The key 
message from the valedic-
tory session of the four-day 
Premier Agri and Food Tech-
nology Fair was that farming 
is a tradition, and passion for 
people in Punjab.

The chief guest of the ses-
sion in his address Fauja Singh 
Sarari, Minister for Food Pro-
cessing & Horticulture,said, 
“The Government of Punjab 
led by Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann has taken a num-
ber of initiatives to give a major 
boost to agriculture through 
policy reforms as well as inno-
vation and technological appli-
cation at the grassroot level.

While congratulating CII 
on successful hosting of 
Agro Tech India 2022, Sara-
ri said that Farmers and in-
dustry have been brought 
on one platform and it has 
provided and opened doors 

for many opportunities.He 
underlined the relative im-
portance of agriculture and 
industry as the latter helps 
in value creation as well as 
value addition which prove 
to be mutually beneficial 
both for the farmers and in-
dustrialists.

He stated that Punjab 
plays a major role in nation’s 
food security by contribut-
ing 11.78 % in rice produc-
tion and 17.57% in wheat 
production, therefore Pun-
jab’s farmers need to be ap-
propriately compensated 
for their hard work.

A major aim of Agro Tech 
India is to create awareness 
on agriculture schemes of 
the government such as 
AIF ( Agriculture Infra-
structure Fund), Punjab 
has been marching ahead 
in implementation of this 
scheme which has attract-
ed investment to the tune 
of 1800 crore rupees till  
October 2022.

FRAUDULENTLY REGISTEREDFOR HOSTING G-20 SUMMITFOR AGRICULTURE

PUNJAB BLACKLISTS 
5706 BS-IV VEHICLES

Rs 100 crore to be spent for 
beautification of Amritsar

‘VALUE ADDITION, VALUE 
CREATION NEED OF HOUR’

Janata Dal (United) leader 
KC Tyagi on Sunday urged 
the voters of Himachal 
Pradesh to vote for Con-
gress and said that the vic-
tory of oldest party of the 
country in the hill state will 
lay the foundation of Oppo-
sition unity in the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections.

The JD(U) leader was in 
Shimla to support Congress 
in the upcoming Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions. Tyagi also appealed 
to all Opposition parties to 
come together in Himachal 
Pradesh and later in the 
2024 Lok Sabha elections.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, the JD(U) leader said, 
“With the victory of Con-
gress in Himachal, the foun-
dation of opposition unity 
will be laid in the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections. Himachal 
Pradesh will be known for 
ushering in change in the 
entire country.”

He further said that the 
victory of the Congress in 
Himachal Pradesh will have 
a national perspective and 

significance as it will lead 
the Congress to form gov-
ernments further in Rajas-
than, Madhya Pradesh and 
Chhattisgarh.

“There is no alternative in 
the country to defeat BJP, 
all the political parties, all 
regional and small parties 
will have to come united in 
favour of Congress party. 
The victory and defeat in 
Himachal Pradesh will 
have a national perspec-
tive and significance. It will 
lead the Congress to form 
governments further in Ra-
jasthan, Madhya Pradesh 
and Chhattisgarh and in 
2024 it will pave the way 
for the national perspective. 
The unity of the opposition 

parties will be important 
for the 2024 general elec-
tions. HP is more impor-
tant than UP and Bihar.  
They have talked about 
MSP for parameters and 
many other social and oth-
er issues but nothing has 
been done. The Congress 
party has assured MSP 
for all farming produce,”  
said Tyagi.

Slamming the ruling BJP 
in the state, the JD(U) leader 
said that the government 
of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party makes big claims, 
but no work is visible at the  
ground level.

“Big claims were made 
for the development of 
double engines in Him-

achal Pradesh too, but the 
general public is upset. The 
rising unemployment and 
inflation have completely 
troubled the general public. 
Today people are also trou-
bled by rising inflation. Ris-
ing cylinder prices show the 
reality of the government,” 
he said.

He said that change of 
power is certain in Him-
achal Pradesh and change 
will start in the entire 
country from Himachal  
Pradesh itself.

“Before the Himachal 
Pradesh assembly elec-
tions, political parties are 
trying to capture power by 
campaigning through big 
faces,” he added.

Tyagi also clarified that 
Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar is not the prime 
ministerial face of the op-
position, but the manager of 
opposition unity.

The state will go to the 
polls on November 12 and 
the counting of votes will be 
held on December 8.

In the previous election, 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
secured 44 seats while Con-
gress won 21 seats.

FOR 2024 LS POLLS

BJP DEFEAT IN HIMACHAL PRADESH WILL LAY 
FOUNDATION OF OPPOSITION UNITY: KC TYAGI
TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

TOP OF THE DAY

1 KILLED, 2 HURT 
IN GURUGRAM 
AS CAR STUNT 
PROVES FATAL
GURUGRAM : One person 
was killed and two others 
were injured as they were 
hit by a driver performing 
stunts with his car in Guru-
gram, police said on Mon-
day. Assistant Commis-
sioner of Police Preetpal 
Singh said that the people 
in the car were under the 
influence of alcohol. “7 ac-
cused have been arrested 
and two cars impounded,” 
said ACP Preetpal Singh. 
Further investigation is 
underway.

STUDENTS CAN 
DESIGN LOGO  
OF SCHOOL  
OF EMINENCE
CHANDIGARH: Students 
of government schools 
can send their designs till 
November 10, 2022 for the 
logo of ‘School of Emi-
nence’ being established 
under the first phase by 
the Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann-led 
government. It was dis-
closed by Punjab School 
Education Minister Harjot 
Singh Bains. The Cabinet 
Minister said that all the 
school heads have been 
instructed through a letter. 
He said that the children 
studying fine arts, drawing 
and painting in class 11 
and 12 should prepare an 
effective and meaningful 
logo and send it to the 
head office by November 
10 through concerned 
district offices.

36,008 PEOPLE 
CAST POSTAL  
BALLOT IN  
HIMACHAL
SHIMLA: A total of 2,852 
votes were cast through 
postal ballots on Monday, 
taking the total to 36,008 
votes. This includes 29,433 
80 plus, 5,997 persons 
with disabilities and 578 
essential services vot-
ers, a poll official said. In 
Chamba district 1,298; in 
Kangra 6,428; in Lahaul 
and Spiti 246; in Kullu 
2,632; in Mandi 9,382; in 
Hamirpur 2,533; in Una 
2,290; in Bilaspur 2,911; 
in Solan 1,916; in Sirmaur 
1,513; in Shimla 4,536 and 
in Kinnaur district 323 
voters have cast their votes 
through postal ballots till 
date. The polling for the 
68-member assembly will 
be held on November 12 
and the counting of ballots 
on December 8.

PUNJAB GOVT 
SEEKS PLEAS 
FROM NGOS FOR 
FINANCIAL AID
CHANDIGARH: Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann 
led Punjab Government is 
making continuous efforts 
for welfare of children, 
women, disabled and 
elderly people. As a part 
of these efforts, Punjab 
Government has seeked 
applications from NGOs to 
give financial assistance 
under “Plan Scheme PM-6 
Assistance to NGOs”.Last 
date for filling applica-
tions is November 21 for 
financial year 2022-23. 
Divulging the details in 
this regard, the Minister 
for Social Security, Women 
and Child Development Dr. 
Baljit Kaur said that the 
Punjab government has 
made plan to take coop-
eration of NGOs for proper 
implementation of welfare 
schemes.

In a bid to increase the profit, 
additional resources are be-
ing focused on the sugar 
mills. Keeping this subject in 
mind, the Haryana govern-
ment will set up a project of 
120 KLPD to significantly 
benefit the sugar mill. Along 
with this, jaggery and ‘shak-
kar’ will also be made soon in 
Karnal Sugar Mill. Regard-
ing this, the directions have 
been issued to build a yard, 
shed, solar plant, bound-
ary wall and installation of 
CCTV cameras in the sugar 
mill, fulfilling the demand 
of the directors of the board 
and the farmers. The CM 
extended best wishes to the 
sugar mill officers for secur-
ing first place in the state in 
technical efficiency of Karnal 
Sugar Mill. He said that in 
the coming crushing session, 
the farmers, labourers, board 
directors and union officials 
will work together so that the 
sugar mill operations could 
be improved and income of 
the mill can be increased. 

Apart from this, the work of 
installation of a yard, shed, 
solar plant, boundary wall 
and CCTV cameras should 
also be completed soon.

It is worth mentioning that 
the families of 2,650 farmers 
of 137 villages are associated 
with the sugar mill. In this 
sugar mill, a target has been 
set to crush 58 lakh quintals of 
sugarcane along with ensuring 
a recovery rate of 10 per cent of 
sugarcane. The CM said that 
efforts should be made to run 
this mill at par. Continuous 
efforts are being made by the 
government to provide all fa-
cilities to the farmers and la-
bourers in the sugar mills.

Pertaining to aforesaid, the 
CM had an interaction with the 
board of directors of sugar mill 
moard, farmers and office bear-
ers of Bharatiya Kisan Union 
at Karnal Cooperative sugar 
mill located on Meerut road 
here on Monday. He reviewed 
the development works and 
discussed the progress report 
with the officers. At the meet-
ing, the CM also reviewed the  
preparations for the upcoming 
crushing session.

 AT KARNAL SUGAR MILL

HARYANA GOVT TO SET 
UP AN ETHANOL PLANT 

Despite the stern action being 
taken by the state vigilance, 
the government officials are 
continuously taking bribes 
which is a matter of serious 
concern in Haryana. As many 
as 389 cases were registered 
by the vigilance in the last two 
months, out of which investi-
gation has been completed in 
216 cases. 

Out of the completed inves-
tigations, departmental action 
has been recommended in 47 
and criminal cases have been 
recommended in 5 investiga-
tions. 3 cases have been sent 
to the state government for 
further decision. The data 
was tabled in a review meet-
ing of the concerned commit-
tee held under the chairman-
ship of the Chief Secretary of 
Haryana. He was apprised 
in the meeting that in accor-
dance with the zero tolerance 
approach being used to eradi-
cate corruption in Haryana, 
the committee is keeping a 
strict vigil on such cases. The 
Chief Secretary reviewed 
the action being taken on the 
cases registered by vigilance 

from time to time. Besides, 
the Haryana Government 
will create a separate Chem-
istry and Physics division in 
the Regional Forensic Science 
Laboratory established in 
Panchkula. It was apprised 
in the meeting that currently 
there is no such Chemistry 
and Physics division for sam-
ple testing.

Further, it was informed 
in the meeting that from 1 
January 2022 to 30 Septem-
ber 30 out of the registered 
cases related to corruption, 
chargesheets/challans have 
been filed in 128 cases. Filing 
of chargesheet/challan is still 
pending in 258 cases. The of-
ficials were directed that the 
process of filing chargesheet/
challan should be completed 
at the earliest even in pending 
cases. This was decided in the 
second meeting of the High 
Power Committee on Cor-
ruption cases constituted at 
the state level. It was apprised 
in the meeting that most of the 
samples sent for examination 
are related to Chemistry and 
Physics, due to which further 
action will be taken in the 
cases. Therefore, a proposal 

will be sent to CFSL to create 
a separate division of Chemis-
try and Physics in this lab.

It was informed that a pro-
posal for posting of Chief 
Vigilance Officer (CVO) has 
been prepared. Advertise-
ment for these posts will be 
issued as soon as the final 
approval is received. Retired 
officers will also be given a 
chance for CVO. He informed 
that a 6-member committee 
has been constituted by the 
Chief Minister to appoint the 
CVO. The officers were di-
rected that while preparing 
all action reports, the source 
of complaints should also be 
recorded, so that the govern-
ment can trace from where 
the maximum complaints are 
coming. 

The Chief Secretary said 
that corruption will not be 
tolerated at all in the state. 
Therefore, the State Vigilance 
Bureau has also been ex-
panded to the division level. 
Due to the continuous efforts 
of the state government, offi-
cers and employees involved 
in corruption cases are being 
caught and appropriate action 
is being taken against them. 

IN HARYANA

Haryana vigilance registers 
389 graft cases against officials

FOR SEXUAL HARASSMENT

Students of  Himachal 
Pradesh National Law Uni-
versity (HPNLU) wrote a 
letter to the Vice Chancel-
lor, alleging inaction by the 
university’s administration 
in the sexual harassment 
complaint filed by female 
students against one of their 
professors.

As many as 70 female stu-
dents of multiple batches in 
HPNLU filed a complaint on 
September 28, 2022, against 
the professor, stated the let-
ter accessed by ANI. The 
students have also alleged 
that the chairperson of the 
Internal Complaint Commit-
tee, the committee in charge 
of handling the complaint 
above was changed abruptly 
and without due notice soon 
after the complaint had been 
filed.

Apart from the sexual 
harassment complaint, the 
students complained about 

a myriad of issues like lack 
of basic amenities and mone-
tary fraud with the students, 
hampering the quest for le-
gal knowledge, etc.

“A little while ago, namely 
on the date of 28th Septem-
ber 2022, over 70 female 
students of multiple batches 
in HPNLU lodged a formal 
complaint against one of 
the teaching staff, Aayush 
Raj, on the grounds of sex-
ual harassment,” the letter  
further said.

“Students had experienced 
sexually coloured, misogy-
nistic remarks at his hands 
which extended to misbe-
haviour in public. In regards 
to such a grave concern, that 
warranted immediate and 
strict action from the Vice 
Chancellor and other con-
cerned authorities, all the 
relief provided to the vic-
tims was an email stating 
the accused would no lon-
ger be in academic control of 
the aggrieved batches,” the  

letter alleged.
The students in the letter 

have alleged that the ac-
cused has throughout been 
and is still supported by the 
concerned authorities and is 
being shielded by them on 
such serious matters.

“The accused has re-
mained unaffected and is in 
charge not only of teaching 
the victims but the setting 
and marking their exam 
sheets, which leads to trepi-
dation in the minds of the 
victims who were failed by 
the administration in every 
manner possible in this situ-
ation,” the letter alleged.

The accused still openly 
accepts that he will still be 
in in-charge of taking as-
signments and presenta-
tions which makes him 
in charge of academic ac-
tivities from which he was 
barred, the letter further 
alleged. “To worsen the 
situation, the chairperson 
of the Internal Complaint 

Committee, the committee 
in charge of handling the 
aforementioned complaint 
was changed abruptly and 
without due notice soon af-
ter the complaint had been 
filed although it is against 
the rules of the ICC where 
it clearly states that a chair-
person cannot be removed 
mid inquiry,” the letter al-
leged. “This action seems 
motivated by bias and the 
need to protect the accused 
as the decision came on the 
heels of the complaint itself 
and never was reasonably 
justified. If the complainant 
will be awarded such an in-
competent decision and the 
Chairman will be awarded 
such demotion then it would 
make registration of sexual 
harassment complaints 
much more inefficient and 
both the complainant and 
adjudicator will be scared of 
registering and resolving it 
respectively,” the letter said.

The students complained 

against the Controller of Ex-
amination of the University 
Chanchal Kumar for con-
ducting examinations dur-
ing the period of May-June, 
2020 when the COVID-19 
outbreak was at its peak 
and other issues related to 
mismanagement of the ex-
amination process.

“One examination was in 
fact conducted during this 
period, for which a heavy 
majority of students of two 
batches did not appear 
out of terror for their lives 
given the graveness of the 
COVID-19 virus. This led 
to the exam being retaken, 
for which each student was 
charged an amount of Rs 
1,000,” the students in the 
letter alleged.

The students also demand-
ed action against the mental 
harassment of the students, 
arbitrary rules and regula-
tions, unaccounted-for fi-
nancial issues, and lack of 
basic amenities for students.

LAW STUDENTS CALL FOR ACTION 
AGAINST PROFESSOR IN HIMACHAL
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JD(U) leader KC Tyagi with Bihar CM Nitish Kumar.

Sub-Cabinet Committee holding a meeting to review the 
preparations being made for the G-20 Summit.



Hindu Janajagriti Samiti on 
Monday lodged a complaint 
against comedian Vir Das 
for his alleged derogatory 
remarks and demanded 
cancellation of his stand-up 
comedy programme sched-
uled to be organised in Ben-
galuru on 10 November, as 
his shows “hurt religious 
sentiments of Hindus and 
show India in a bad light to 
the world.”

In a complaint to the 
Vyalikali police station on 
Monday, the Samiti leaders 
said that they had informa-
tion that Vir Das, an Indian 
American comedian, is 
holding a show at Chow-
diah Memorial Hall in 
Malleshwaram, Bengaluru. 
They said that earlier he had 
made derogatory statements 
against women, our prime 
minister, and India at the 
John F. Kennedy Center in 

Washington DC, and deni-
grated the nation.

“The comedian had said 
that in India, we worship 
women during the day and 
rape them at night during 
the performance,” they 
claimed, adding that a case 
was also registered by the 
Mumbai Police in this re-
gard. It is a serious offence 
under the Indian Penal 
Code, they said.

They said that it was not 
right to allow such a con-

troversial person to hold 
a programme in a com-
munally sensitive area like 
Bangalore.

“When Karnataka is al-
ready facing many law 
and order problems due to 
communal incidents, such 
events could vitiate the law 
and order and should not 
be allowed. We demand that 
this program should be can-
celled immediately,” Samiti’s 
state spokesperson Mohan 
Gowda said in a complaint.
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in jharkhand 

Korba police have ar-
rested 1054 people so 
far and confiscated 

2022 litres of illicit liquor un-
der the Excise and NDPS Act 
as part of an awareness cam-
paign called “Nijaat” against 
drugs, narcotics, illicit liquor, 
and intoxicants in the last 
four months in the district, 
an official said.

The police have registered 
as many as 982 cases under 
the Excise and NDPS Act, 
out of which 102 accused 
of non-bailable cases were 
sent to jail. The Korba police 
started the awareness cam-
paign ‘Nijaat’ against drugs, 
narcotics, illicit liquor, and 

intoxicants in July this year. 
The campaign is being run 
under the guidance of DGP 
Ashok Juneja and IG Bilas-
pur Ratanlal Dangi. Korba 
Superintendent of Police (SP) 

Santosh Singh said, “A total 
of 1033 accused in 964 cases 
under the Excise Act have 
been arrested so far, and 21 
accused have been arrested in 
18 cases under the NDPS Act. 

Besides, 2022 litres of liquor 
have been confiscated. Out of 
the total number of arrested 
accused in this campaign, a 
total of 102 accused in non-
bailable cases have been sent 
to jail”.

“In recent action, large 
quantities of ganja, intoxi-
cating tablets, cough syrups, 
hookahs, and eight motorcy-
cles were also seized. Besides, 
action has been taken against 
the shopkeepers selling in-
toxicants in the restricted 
area near the school and col-
lege under the COTPA Act,” 
Singh said.

Singh further said, “We 
have been running this “Ni-
jaat” campaign for the last one 
and half years in the different 
districts of Chhattisgarh. In 

Korba district, we started this 
campaign in July this year. It 
is a very impactful campaign 
in which we take action, make 
people aware, held counsel-
ling sessions from profession-
als, and organise various pro-
grammes for de-addiction.”

Apart from this, a total of 
317 public awareness pro-
grammes have been con-
ducted in the district. The 
awareness campaign is being 
promoted through chariots, 
jingles, meetings, rallies, etc. 
in haat bazaars, schools, col-
leges, functions and other re-
ligious events in the district. 
De-addiction cells are also 
under construction in the 
police stations of the district 
for the counselling of drug 
addicts, SP Singh added.
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‘nijaat’ campaign: 1054 arrested, 
2022 litres liquor confiscated

Korba polce launching “Nijaat” campaign.

 Northern Army Commander Lieutenant General Upendra Dwivedi dedicates a 464 bedded modern transit facility for troops 
deployed in Jammu and Kashmir region, in New Delhi on Sunday.

investigation

TDP demands 
CBI inquiry into 
Visakhapatnam 
land scam

Former minister and Telugu 
Desam Party (TDP) leader 
Bandaru Satyanarayana 
Murthy has sought a CBI 
probe into a multi-crore Vi-
sakhapatnam land scam al-
legedly involving the ruling 
Yuvajana Shramika Rythu 
Congress Party (YSRCP) in 
Andhra Pradesh.

Satyanarayana Murthy 
alleged an over a Rs 1,000 
crore land scam took place 
in survey number 336 of 
Maduravada in Visakhapat-
nam at the behest of Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister YS 
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s wife 
Bharati. Speaking to media-
persons here on Sunday, the 
former minister alleged that 
the land in question, which 
had been entitled to Ramesh 
Kumar Banguri of Radiant 
Developers for Rs 93 crore 
under a one-time settlement 
in 2019, was now being regis-
tered to a third party.

Satyanarayana Murthy said 
that the TDP has documen-
tary evidence to prove the 
charges. The issue pertaining 
to this land has been ongoing 
since 2003. The 50-acre land 
was supposed to have been 
handed over to Ramesh Ku-
mar after he had paid Rs 93 
crore on the directions of the 
court as part of arbitration in 
2019.

The TDP leader alleged 
that YSRCP leader and MP 
Vemireddy Prabhakar Reddy 
had forced Ramesh Kumar 
Banguri to sign an MoU with 
regard to the development of 
the land in serial number 336 
of Madhurawada. He also al-
leged that Banguri was forced 
to agree to a 70:30 share in 
the profits from the sale of 
villas, according to which the 
land owner, Banguri, would 
get 30 percent while the de-
veloper, Prabhakar Reddy, 
would get a 70 percent share.

The agreement was to build 
villas on 32 acres. The TDP 
leader alleged that Prabha-
kar Reddy would make Rs 
1,000 crore in profit, based 
on the property value at 
Madhurawada. He also al-
leged that advertisements, for 
the sale of villas on the said 
land, were issued in the name 
of Capital Luxx, which he al-
leged, was not a stakeholder 
in the project. He appealed 
to prospective buyers not 
to invest their money in the 
project and be deceived.

Satyanarayana Murthy 
stated that “benamis” of the 
Chief Minister were involved 
in the land scam. He said 
they would hand over all the 
records related to the scam 
to BJP MP GVL Narasimha 
Rao, seeking a CBI inquiry 
before the scheduled visit of 
the Prime Minister to Vizag 
on November 11. He also de-
manded a CBI inquiry into 
other land scams in the city.

Earlier in July, he alleged 
while speaking to the me-
dia that the Chief Minister 
and his party MP, Vijay Sai 
Reddy, had set their sights 
on grabbing the prime lands 
of the Ramanaidu Studio lo-
cated on the Visakhapatnam 
beach road.

Satyanarayana Murthy had 
termed it “regrettable and 
objectionable” on the part of 
the CM and his associates to 
allegedly stoop to the level 
of threatening even a pres-
tigious film industry family 
like that of late Ramanaidu. 
“Vijay Sai Reddy was act-
ing as the shameless broker 
in this murky issue which 
was aimed at grabbing 34.44 
acres of the studio,” he said.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, the TDP leader 
demanded the Jagan Reddy 
government explain why it 
was systematically destroy-
ing all chances for growth 
and development in the steel 
city. 
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bizarre

headmaster removed 
from post for coming 
to school with machete

In a bizarre incident in As-
sam’s Cachar district, the 
headmaster of a lower pri-
mary school lost his post on 
Monday as he came to the 
school with a “dao” (machete) 
on Saturday.

The education department 
removed him from the head-
master’s post today after a 
video of the incident went vi-
ral on social media. Accord-
ing to reports, 38-year-old 
Dhritimedha Das of Tara-
pur area in Silchar has been 
working as headmaster at 
the Radhamadhab Buniyadi 
School for some time, and on 
Saturday morning he came 
to the educational institu-
tion with a machete (a broad, 
heavy knife used as an imple-
ment or weapon).

Deputy Inspector of Schools 
for Cachar District, Parvez 

Neehal Hazari, told the press 
that the department has re-
moved him from the post 
of headmaster and initiated 
departmental proceedings 
against him.

“We have given the charge 
of headmaster to the senior 
teacher of the school. Today, 
I asked him to reach at my of-
fice,” the Deputy Inspector of 
Schools said.

The Deputy Inspector of 
Schools of Cachar district fur-
ther said that, Dhritimedha 
Das was angry and frustrated 
because of ‘irregularities’ by 
some other teachers, and he 
was trying to caution them by 
showing the dao.

“No FIR has been filed 
against him so far,” Parvez 
Neehal Hazari said.

According to reports, on 
Saturday morning, the staff of 
Silchar’s Rabgirkhari police 
outpost received a call from 
the school about the incident.
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hurting sentiments

Pro-Hindu body lodges 
complaint against Vir Das
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shocking
viral

man kidnaps, 
attempts 
to rape 
8-year-old 
girl

4 girls 
booked for 
assaulting 
a woman in 
indore

A 50-year-old man was ar-
rested for allegedly abduct-
ing and attempting to rape 
an 8-year-old girl under the 
Kanadiya police station lim-
its in Indore, the police said.

The incident occurred on 
the evening of 5 November. 
The police also recovered 
CCTV footage of the man, 
Shaharyar Mirza in which 
he was spotted taking the 
minor along with him. 
Kanadia police station in 
charge Jagdish Prasad Jamre 
said the accused Mirza, a 
resident of Khajrana took 
the girl who was playing in 
the locality and reached a 
deserted place. He removed 
the victim’s clothes and tried 
to violate her. 

In the meantime, a few lo-
cals saw the girl and rescued 
her.

As a result, the locals 
reached the police sta-
tion and demanded action 
against him. The police reg-
istered a case under various 
sections, including the POC-
SO Act and abduction, and 
arrested the accused.

Further investigation into 
the matter is underway.

Four girls were booked for 
allegedly assaulting a wom-
an at the LIG intersection in 
Madhya Pradesh’s Indore 
district, the police said.

The incident occurred 
around 1 a.m. on 4 Novem-
ber, and the video of the in-
cident went viral on social 
media on Monday. 

In the viral video, the four 
girls were spotted beating a 
woman fiercely and abus-
ing her. 

MIG police station in-
charge Ajay Verma said that 
the victim lodged a com-
plaint that she was assault-
ed by Megha Malviya, Tina 
Soni, Poonam Ahirwar, 
and one more without any 
reason.

Acting on the complaint, 
the police registered a case 
against them under various 
sections of the IPC, includ-
ing 294 (obscene acts), 323 
(punishment for voluntari-
ly causing hurt), and 506 
(punishment for criminal 
intimidation), he added.

The victim works as a 
salesman in a pesticide 
shop at Dhenu Market in 
the district.

Further investigation into 
the matter is underway.
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war against terror

development

Police arrests 2 hybrid terrorist from 
Jammu and Kashmir

northern army commander dedicates 464-bedded 
modern transit facility for j-k troops

The Jammu and Kashmir 
Police have arrested two hy-
brid terrorists from Kenusa 
Bandipora in the Union Ter-
ritory.

The arrested terrorists have 
been identified as Irshad Ga-
naie alias Shahid and Was-
eem Raja of Kenusa. The 
police have also recovered 
two remote-controlled im-
provised explosive devices 
(IEDs) with detonators from 

their possession. “Sopore 
Police has cracked the recent 
IED blast incident at Kenusa 
Bandipora. 2 hybrid terror-
ists, namely Irshad Ganaie 
@ Shahid & Waseem Raja of 
Kenusa Bandipora, were ar-
rested. 2 remote controlled 

IEDs with detonators were 
recovered. Case registered 
& investigation going on: 
ADGP Kashmir,” the Kash-
mir Zone police tweeted.

Earlier on Friday, the So-
pore Police, in a joint op-
eration apprehended two 

Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorists 
identified as Rizwan Mush-
taq Wani and Jameel Ahmed 
Parra from Sopore and Ban-
dipora respectively.

Police had also recovered 
arms and ammunition from 
their possession.

The Northern Army Commander, 
Lieutenant General Upendra Dwive-
di, inaugurated a 464-bed modern 
transit facility in the national capital 
on Sunday for troops deployed in the 
Jammu and Kashmir region.

The project, which started in 2017 
at a cost of approximately Rs 18 
crore in New Delhi, has now been 
officially opened, the Indian Army 
said in a press statement. According 
to the Indian Army, the facility will 
greatly enhance the morale of troops 
inducted to Jammu and Kashmir and 
transiting from Delhi.

The operationalization of this facil-
ity would enable troops to be com-
fortable and would provide neces-
sary ease during transit. Currently, 
troops moving to Jammu and Kash-
mir are staying in temporary accom-

modations.
The transit facility is equipped 

with modern facilities for ensuring 
the comfort of troops, including two 
reception centres, three dining halls, 

cook houses, a lift, and fire-fighting 
systems.

The transit facility will ensure that 
the transiting troops stay comfort-
ably in New Delhi and will strength-

en the existing military infrastruc-
ture.

It will also ensure the net happiness 
quotient of troops under Northern 
Command.
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top of the day

pm paid homage 
to valliappa 
on his birth 
centenary
NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has 
paid homage to noted 
Tamil writer Thiru azha 
Valliappa on his 100th 
birth anniversary.In a 
tweet, the Prime Minister 
said: “I pay homage to 
Thiru azha. Valliappa on 
his birth centenary. He is 
not only remembered for 
his outstanding writing 
and poetry but also for 
his efforts to popularise 
history, culture, and lit-
erature among children.” 

“His efforts continue to 
inspire several people in 
today’s era,” the tweet 
added.

20 injured 
in collision 
between buses 
in palghar
PaLGHar: at least 20 
people were injured 
when two state-owned 
buses they were travel-
ling in collided head-on 
in Palghar district on 
Monday morning. No 
casualty was reported in 
the accident, the police 
said. officials said that 
the incident took place at 
the ghat section area on 
Jawhar-Silvassa road in 
Palghar district early on 
Monday morning. Prima 
facie, it appears that the 
driver of one of the buses 
failed to navigate the 
blind turn and ended up 
colliding head-on with an 
oncoming bus coming on 
the other lane, they said. 

police 
recovers 
unidentified 
dead body 
MUMbaI: officials 
of Mumbai Police on 
Sunday recovered the 
decomposed body of a 
55-year-old unidenti-
fied man trapped inside 
a drain in Mumbai’s 
Dharavi. Locals of the 
Dharavi area informed 
fire personnel and 
Mumbai police after lo-
cating the body trapped 
inside a drain. “after 
receiving an intima-
tion about the incident, 
officials reached the 
spot and recovered the 
dead body after an hour 
of struggle,” Mumbai 
Police said.The cause of 
the death is yet to be as-
certained as the police 
didn’t find any marks on 
the body,” police said in 
a statement, adding that 
the dead body was in a 
decomposing condition. 

fire breaks out 
in pan masala 
company in 
kanpur
kaNPUr: a massive 
fire broke out at a Pan 
Masala company in 
kanpur, Uttar Pradesh, 
which was later brought 
under control.The fire 
officer has informed that 
no casualties have been 
reported in the matter as 
five firefighters and po-
lice personnel reached 
the scene at Dada Nagar 
Industrial area on Mon-
day. “We received infor-
mation about a massive 
fire in the Dada Nagar 
Industrial area site. Five 
fire tenders along with 
the police went to the 
spot and brought the fire 
under control. The area 
has now been confined,” 
Fire officer Deepak 
Sharma said.



Pa r a l i  o r  s t ub b l e 
burning and its un-
intended adverse 

health consequences for 
crores of people living in 
the NCR and other areas 
demonstrate the failure of 
the states to implement the 
rule of the law and also its 
inability to find innovative 
solutions faced by farmers. 
Nobody can be allowed to 
play with the health of oth-
ers. Political compulsions 
cannot be an excuse to jeop-
ardise health of citizens. It 
is here that we are failing as 
a law governed society.

Farmers would burn the 
stubble almost during the 
same period since they 
need to show Rabi crop 
immediately after the har-
vest and it appears there 
is no solution. The State 
would look the other way 
since implementing the law 
would be counter-produc-
tive and also the State has 
become a hapless victim 
to inefficiency and corrup-
tion. It ends up becoming 
a bystander. While farmers 

may show helplessness, the 
State cannot become a mute 
spectator. It must provide 
solutions.

Arvind Kejriwal has ac-
cepted his failure in con-
trolling stubble burning 
in Punjab which is the ma-
jor cause for Delhi getting 
choked due to very poor 
to severe AQI (Air Quality 
Index). Along with Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Singh Mann, Kejriwal said 
that the situation would be 
under control from Novem-
ber next. This means, this 
year nothing can be done 
from their side to mitigate 
the suffering.

The Aam Aadmi Party 
government has been there 
in Punjab for the last eight 
months. This was enough 
time to create awareness 
among farmers and give 
them the wherewithal to 
provide alternatives to 
stubble burning. In his typ-
ical style of cheap politics, 
Kejriwal said don’t blame 
the farmers.

Who is blaming farmers? 
Everyone is blaming Kejri-
wal because he has failed in 
the very first test for which 
he should have been better 
prepared. He knew about 
the issue very well. Way 
back in 2020, he had spo-
ken about a liquid solution 
that would solve the prob-
lem of stubble burning in 
Delhi’s farm land running 
into 800 acres. Based on 

such a postulation, he had 
promised to rid Punjab of 
stubble burning if voted to 
power. He had blamed the 
Punjab government for not 
providing similar solutions.

So, why should people 
not ask him what was the 
Punjab government doing 
all these months. He wants 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to find out the solu-
tions, but take the credit 
for himself, the way he did 
with the Central govern-
ment run Pusa Agricultur-
al Institute in Delhi. When 
will he grow up and take 
responsibility and find so-
lutions?

With the massive support 
he got in Punjab, it would 
not have been tough for him 
and the Mann government 
to create awareness about 
stubble burning. It is clear 
that he did not do enough. 
Mann said the parali issue 
could not be tackled since 
there was bumper crop. But 
the state is capable of mak-
ing such assessment dur-
ing the time of sowing and 
prepare for post-harvest 
operations.

In his attempt to politicise 
every issue and to reposi-
tion the AAP as a national 
party, Kejriwal has failed to 
provide good governance 
and has acquired the habit 
of playing to the gallery. 
The role of political lead-
ership is to lead and find 
solutions and now show 
helplessness. The situation 
would have been different if 
adequate care was given to 
this issue that crops every 
year.

If such leaders want to 
learn, they already have 
a role model in Modi. As 
chief minister of Gujarat, 
he was not deterred by 
farmers’ agitation when he 
was trying to restructure 

the power distribution sys-
tem. He told farmers that 
the option was free power 
for a few hours since the 
state could not afford, or 24 
hours power supply, but on 
a reasonable rate. Farmers 
opted for the latter and 24-
hour power added to their 
profitability even after they 
paid power bills. Leaders 
must show the way and not 
bury their heads in sand at 
sighting resistance.

The other example is 
Haryana which has a simi-
lar cropping pattern and 
faced same crisis on the is-
sue of stubble burning. The 
state must be credited with 
tackling the issue on war 
footing and showing the 
will to provide solution. It 
took into account that the 
farmers burn stubble not 
out of choice, but compul-
sions. They are also aware 
citizens of our society. Re-
ports say that Haryana 
has reduced the menace of 
stubble burning by close 
to 55% in the last six years. 
It is down by 30% over the 
last year.

The state government has 
been giving incentives for 
not burning stubble and 
imposing fines on those 
who burn. It has also made 
available farm tools though 
private operators who use 

bailers and sell the stubble 
in market to customers 
such as cardboard factories, 
biomass plants, boilers and 
ethanol plants. The farmers 
don’t complain since most 
of them are happy with the 
government’s efforts.

If stubble burning is re-
ducing Delhi’s air from 
good to severe category 
where breathing is difficult 
and may lead to asthmatic 
diseases, is it not reason 
enough that our leaders 
should sit together and de-
cide on solutions. It is true 
that pushing forward the 
sowing and harvesting pe-
riod by a few weeks has led 
to desperation in farmers 
for getting the field ready 
in a week’s time for the Rabi 
crop. Their easiest route is 
burning of the stubble.

Introduction of machine 
in harvesting has also mul-
tiplied the problems that 
was much less in intensity 
when it used to be done 
manually. Labourers used 
to cut the stubble nearer 
to the roots, whereas ma-
chines do it just below the 
grains leaving long stub-
bles. This makes burning 
easier and leads to massive 
pollution.

Policy makers have to take 
a comprehensive view of 
the situation. Water table is 

drying since it takes close to 
3,000-5,000 litres of water 
to produce 1 kg of rice. This 
puts a question mark on 
water sustainability in the 
long run. At a time when 
we have focussed on more 
crop each drop, can we af-
ford to have a system that is 
non-sustainable?

It calls for government’s 
intervention to change the 
cropping pattern and use 
the natural resources in its 
local setting. We must not 
forget that only about 17% 
water is available for do-
mestic and industrial uses 
and 83% is used in agricul-
ture. Of this, 25 % of water 
is used to produce rice.

The government has to 
look into water table is-
sues, availability of rain 
water, use of agricultural 
tools to harvest and ways 
to empower farmers to take 
care of stubble without 
choking Delhi and other 
cities. Hectic construction 
activities in the capital city 
add to the woes. Order to 
stop construction during 
this time is ignored and 
corruption rules the roost. 
People don’t complain out 
of fear since this trade is 
controlled locally by mafias 
who have links with deep 
state in police and admin-
istration.

Checking vehicular pollu-
tion can also help mitigate 
some suffering. But with 
the use of modern technol-
ogy in cars and automo-
biles, not much pollution is 
added. Road worthiness of 
vehicles rather than the age 
of the vehicle should be the 
guiding principle. By insist-
ing on age of the vehicle, we 
are promoting throw-away 
culture of the West. All of 
us would recall the emo-
tional value of old car that 
the family associated with.

Stubble burning: Blame 
lies with the states
Political compulsions cannot be an excuse to jeopardise the health of citizens. 
Leaders must show the way and not bury their heads in sand at sighting resistance.

DELHI CHOKES AGAIN

GrAvE HEALTH ISSUE

If Sunday’s byelection results have sent out any 
message, the primary one is of the increasing ir-
relevance of the Congress, which did not win even 
a single seat. It contested the bypolls in Haryana, 
Odisha and Telangana, and lost everywhere it had 
contested. It hit the nadir by getting a humiliating 
2.18% vote in Odisha, a state where it was once in 
power and later the main Opposition. Its alliance 
partner, RJD, won the seat of Mokama in Bihar; 
another one, Shiv Sena (Uddhav) won the seat of 
Andheri East in Maharashtra, against NOTA, in a 
contest where it was given a walkover by the BJP, 
which did not contest the polls. While it would be 
wrong to draw any conclusion from this about the 
likely outcome of the Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat 
elections, but if these results are seen as a trend that 
has been developing over the last few years, then 
the Congress has reasons to be worried about its 
prospects in both states.

Congress’ defeat in Haryana—it got 39.35% of the 
votes—proved that the BJP (got 51.32%) is well en-
trenched in that state. But the most interesting result 
came from Telangana’s Munugode Assembly seat, 
where the Congress with a 10.58% vote share came a 
distant third to BJP’s 38.38% and Telangana Rashtra 
Samithi’s 42.95%. And this at a time when Rahul 
Gandhi’s supposedly successful Bharat Jodo Yatra 
is travelling through Telangana. The Yatra entered 
Telangana on 23 October and Munugode went to the 
polls on 3 November, which should have given the 
last-mile push to the Congress if it was in the fight. 
But now it is obvious that it was nowhere in the fight, 
which is quite a 
downfall for a par-
ty in a state it once 
ruled when it was 
a part of undivided 
Andhra Pradesh; 
and then later was 
the main Opposi-
tion party post the 
2018 Telangana 
Assembly elec-
tions. In fact, the 
BJP was nowhere 
in Telangana in 
the 2018 Assembly 
elections, which were all about K. Chandrasekhar 
Rao’s TRS and the Maha Kootami—the alliance that 
the Congress had formed with some parties includ-
ing the CPI. The BJP was nowhere in the state, and 
got a mere 7.1% vote, while the Congress on its own 
got 28.4% and the TRS 46.9%. From there for the 
BJP to reach a nearly 40% vote share is a long way 
to have traversed, and should have an impact in the 
Lok Sabha elections in 2024, as the contest in that 
state seems to be getting bipolar. Even otherwise, it 
was the alliance with the Left parties that saved the 
TRS at Munugode, which was once a Left bastion, 
as the Left transferred its votes to KCR’s party and 
helped it win with a margin of a little over 10,000 
votes. Telangana has 17 Lok Sabha seats, of which 
9 are with the TRS, 4 with the BJP, 3 with the Con-
gress and 1 with the AIMIM. From the way things 
are shaping up, it looks tough for the Congress to 
squeeze out even one seat from Telangana in the 
2024 Lok Sabha elections. What then happens to 
Rahul Gandhi’s big plan to focus on the 129 Lok 
Sabha seats of the Southern states in 2024, the 
reason why the Bharat Jodo Yatra is spending so 
much time in the South? It cannot win anything 
in Tamil Nadu without piggybacking on the DMK 
and is, therefore, totally at the mercy of M.K. Stalin 
in terms of the number of seats it will be offered to 
contest, if at all there is an alliance. Kerala will see a 
tough contest as the Left Front in power there has 
managed to buck the trend and return to power in 
the Assembly elections in 2021 and will go into 2024 
with that advantage. There is no guarantee how well 
Congress will do in Karnataka as the BJP is quite 
strong there. And in Andhra, it is Jagan Reddy’s 
YSR Congress all the way, with very little space for 
the Congress.

As for Odisha, another state that Congress ruled 
once, it seems it is not the Congress but the BJP that 
is poised to pose a challenge to Naveen Pattnaik’s 
ruling BJD, which it defeated with a margin of 
around 10,000 votes at Dhamnagar. Most impor-
tantly, BJP reached nearly the unassailable 50% 
vote share, with 49.09%. While the Congress lost 
its deposit and just disappeared.

Congress’ problem is that it is no longer being 
considered as the alternative to the BJP. If some op-
position is coming to the BJP, it is coming primarily 
from the regional parties in the states. Even then the 
Mahagathbandhan in Bihar—with all the combined 
strength of the RJD, JDU, Congress and several other 
small parties—could not win the seat of Gopalganj.

It is increasingly looking like, neither does the Con-
gress have the message nor the messenger to have 
a resonance with the voters. And if this trend hits 
Himachal and Gujarat as well, then the Congress is 
in trouble in both states.

Joyeeta Basu

perspective
IN THE WILDERNESS

ByELECTION rESULTS 
ArE A STOry 
Of CONGrESS’ 
IrrELEvANCE

We are back to the air pollu-
tion debate in Delhi. The city 
is shutting down schools and 
asking people to work from 
home. The Air Quality Index 
(AQI) last week was around 
500 in the National Capital 
Region, putting it in “very 
hazardous” territory. Shut-
ting down schools, reducing 
economic activities are polit-
ical knee jerk reactions and 
not solutions. All the fingers 
point to the rice and wheat 
growers in the states of Pun-
jab and Haryana burning 
paddy stubbles at the cost of 
Delhi’s health.

As with other years, most 
debates on air pollution 
are focused on fixing the 
responsibility rather than 
this health emergency, with 
discussions centering on the 
long term health impact and 
also on the reputation of the 
country (remember all the 
foreign embassies are in 
Delhi)—we as an emerging 
global power are not able 
to manage this issue in our 
capital city.

In the midst of all the blame 
shifting, there is not as much 
discussion on the solution 
to this problem–immediate, 
mid-term and long term. So 
we do not see environmental 
experts, or scientists from 
state agricultural universi-
ties and research stations or 
medical professionals, in-
vited to participate in these 
debates.

It is important to break 
down the problem to its 
components. Delhi and NCR 
air quality, during this part 
of the year, worsens because 

of vehicular emissions, mas-
sive construction activities, 
low wind speed, high mois-
ture, cold weather, in addi-
tion to smoke from stubble 
burning. Smoke contributes 
to the problem, but is not 
solely responsible. In fact, 
the AQI in Chandigarh, the 
capital of Punjab and Hary-
ana, has averaged around 
150 in the past few weeks.

My argument is not to sup-
port the stubble burning or 
give it a clean chit. We should 
not accept this practice as the 
compulsion of our living in 
the proximity of “granary 
of the country”. However, 
we should also not squarely 
blame the farmers who feed 
the nation without under-
standing why they have to 
burn the stubble. Farmers 
have to prepare the land for 
wheat sowing after paddy 
has been harvested in the 
months of September-Oc-
tober. During recent years, 
manual harvesting of paddy 
has been replaced by ma-

chines. While manual har-
vesting used to leave small 
stubble closer to the ground, 
machine harvesters leave 
1-2 feet of stubble standing 
in the field. As per current 
practice, it requires multiple 
ploughings to make land 
even for wheat cultivation. 
Any delay in wheat sowing 
impacts yield and the qual-
ity of wheat grains and hence 
the economic value for the 
farmers. Since the time gap 
is limited after rice harvest-
ing, burning is the only solu-
tion available to them despite 
the smoke adversely impact-
ing everyone, including their 
own families. 

Some solutions are being 
tried for microbial decompo-
sition of the paddy subbles 
but the scale and acceptance 
is very limited. However, 
we need a combination of 
solutions to address the is-
sue which is caused by the 
mechanization of the agri-
culture and also the deep-
rooted cultural mindset of 

over-cultivating the land 
before sowing of the wheat 
crop. Farmers have age old 
cultural belief of ploughing 
the land multiple times be-
fore sowing the seed.

A promising solution will 
be the concept of Zero-Till-
age that has been an accept-
ed practice in many parts 
of the world where farmers 
need to manage large tracts 
of land. Zero tillage requires 
mechanical sowing of seeds 
while knocking off stubble 
from the previous crop si-
multaneously. In addition to 
this, farmers need to be edu-
cated on the hazards of over 
cultivation of the land prior 
to wheat sowing. Avoiding 
over cultivation will help 
conserve the soil structure, 
and moisture and help save 
significant amount of diesel 
currently used for over cul-
tivating the land. A combi-
nation of these initiatives 
can help save the time to the 
next sowing, reduce costs 
and lead to better crop out-

put while doing away with 
the need for burning stubble 
and the subsequent air pol-
lution. Work has been done 
on Zero Tillage in West Ben-
gal on wheat and jute and 
the acceptance by farmers is 
encouraging. 

North Indian farmers have 
been traditional innovators 
and will be open to the new 
technology and cultural 
practices, provided the val-
ue proposition is made clear. 
We need the political will to 
encourage and empower the 
scientific community and ag-
riculture extension centers 
to promote mechanized cul-
tivation and concept of zero 
tillage. These may need to be 
initially subsidized as well. 
This is the viable and win-
win solution for all stake-
holders.

Rakesh K. Chitkara has led 
public policy practice for major 
US corporations, including Ab-
bott Lab, General Electric, Dow 
Chemical and Monsanto.

Zero Tillage may be a promising solution 
to tackle the stubble burning problem

opinion
SudeSh Verma
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rakesh k. chitkara

The Aam Aadmi Party government has been 
there in Punjab for the last eight months. This 
was enough time to create awareness among 
farmers and give them the wherewithal to 
provide alternatives to stubble burning. In 
his typical style of cheap politics, Arvind 
Kejriwal said don’t blame the farmers.

Tried in West Bengal on wheat and jute with encouraging acceptance by farmers, zero tillage requires 
mechanical sowing of seeds while knocking off stubble from the previous crop simultaneously.

If these results are seen 
as a trend that has been 
developing over the 
last few years, then the 
Congress has reasons to be 
worried about its prospects 
in both himachal Pradesh 
and Gujarat polls. It is 
increasingly looking like, 
neither does the Congress 
have the message nor 
the messenger to have a 
resonance with the voters.
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The Supreme Court in 
the case Indrani Pat-
naik vs Enforcement 

Directorate observed and 
has reiterated that the pros-
ecution under the Preven-
tion of Money-Laundering 
Act cannot continue if the 
accused is discharged from 
the scheduled offence.

In the present case, a writ 
petition was filled by one 
Indrani Patnaik and oth-
ers, while allowing the ap-
peal the court contended 
that their prosecution in 
relation to the scheduled 
offence had already come 
to an end as they were dis-
charged from the criminal 
case. It was contended by 
them that consequentially, 
the proceedings of PMLA 
also could not continue.

On the other hand, it was 
submitted by Additional 
Solicitor General that he 
has not received further 
instructions as to whether 
the prosecuting agency has 
challenged the said order 
or not.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Dinesh Maheshwari 
and Justice Sudhanshu 

Dhulia observed and has 
stated that the petitioners 
are stand discharged of 
the scheduled offence and 
as per the declared law by 
this Court, no question 
could arise of they being 
prosecuted for illegal gain 
of property as a result of 
the criminal activity relat-
ing to the alleged scheduled 

offence. This being the po-
sition and this Court finds 
no reason for allowing the 
proceedings against the pe-
titioners under PMLA to 
proceed further.

The bench also relied 
on the following observa-
tions made in the recent 
judgment in the case Vijay 
Madanlal Choudhary vs 

Union of India.
The bench stated that the 

offence under Section 3 of 
the 2002 Act is dependent 
on illegal gain of property 
as a result of criminal activ-
ity relating to a scheduled 
offence. It is concerning 
the process or activity con-
nected with such property, 
constituting the offence of 

money-laundering. It was 
contended that the Au-
thorities under the 2002 
Act cannot prosecute any 
person on notional basis 
or on the assumption that 
a scheduled offence has 
been committed, unless 
it is so registered with the 
jurisdictional police and 
or for a pending enquiry 
or a trial including by way 
of criminal complaint be-
fore the competent forum. 
Therefore, if the person 
being finally discharged/
acquitted of the scheduled 
offence or the criminal case 
against him is quashed by 
the Court of competent ju-
risdiction, there can be no 
offence of money launder-
ing against him or any one 
claiming such property as 
the property being linked 
to stated scheduled offence 
through him.

Accordingly, the court re-
served liberty to Enforce-
ment Directorate wherein 
seeking revival of these 
proceedings if the order 
discharging the petitioners 
is annulled or in any man-
ner varied and if there be-
ing any legitimate ground 
to proceed under PMLA.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: PMLA 
PROSECUTION CANNOT CONTINUE IF 
ACCUSED IS DISCHARGED FROM THE 
SCHEDULED OFFENCE
TDG NETWORK 

The Delhi High Court in the case Louis Vuit-
ton Malletier v Future times Technology 
India Private Limited & Ors observed and 
has awarded Rs. 20 lakhs costs in favour of 
French luxury fashion house Louis Vuitton 
Malletier in its trademark infringement suit 
against Club Factory which was banned in 
India in 2021, a China-based e-shopping 
website.

In the present case, though on March 24, 
the suit was decreed when a permanent 
injunction was granted against the Chi-
nese website and now it is being listed for 
ex-parte evidence in respect of the relief 
of damages, the counsel appearing for the 
Louis Vuitton’s on November 03 informed 
the court that “owing to certain sensitivity”, 
the only wish made by the plaintiff in the 
matter is to press for costs.

It was observed that the luxury brand 
placed the bill of costs on record and 
claimed an amount of  Rs.32,29,416.

The bench comprising of Justice Pratib-
ha M. Singh in its order stated that while 
considering the facts of this case, costs of 

Rs.20,00,000 are awarded in favour of 
the Plaintiffs. No other reliefs have been 
pressed by the Plaintiff. Accordingly, the 
court stated for withdrawn of the Decree 
sheet.

It was alleged by the Louis Vuitton in the 
suit filled in 2020 that the website “www.
clubfactory.com” was indulging in sale of 
unauthorised products having its marks, 
thereby violating its rights in the Louis 
Vuitton mark and of the various other de-
vice marks.

In March, the bench of Justice Singh, ob-
served and has permanently restrained the 
defendants from selling, manufacturing, or 
offering for sale any goods including face 
masks etc., bearing the registered marks 
of Louis Vuitton on its portal or any of the 
other portal run by them.

It had also been directed by the Court that 
the Department of Telecommunications 
(DoT) and Ministry of Electronic and In-
formation Technology (MeiTY) for issuing 
instructions to all internet service provid-
ers to block the website www.clubfactory.
com so that the same is also not accessible 
through VPN or any other platforms.

IN COURT

Delhi High Court: Rs. 20 Lakh 
Awarded To Louis Vuitton In 
Trademark Infringement Suit 
Against Club Factory

TDG NETWORK 

The National Company 
Law Tribunal (“NCLT”) in 
the case Small Industries 
Development Bank of In-
dia (SIDBI)v International 
Mega Food Park Limited, the 
Chandigarh Bench, compris-
ing of Judicial Member, Shri 
Harnam Singh Thakur and 
Technical Member, Shri Sub-
rata Kumar Dash observed 
while adjudicating an ap-
plication has held that if the 
Corporate Debtor had not 
created a Gratuity Fund then 
the Resolution Professional 
is not directed to pay Gra-
tuity to the employees. The 
bench stated that the leave 
encashment and the salary 
of employees accrued dur-
ing CIRP period fall within 
the definition of insolvency 
resolution process cost un-
der Section 5(13)(c) of IBC.
Facts of the Case:

The Corporate Debtor, In-
ternational Mega Food Park 
Ltd was being admitted 

into the Corporate Insol-
vency Resolution Process 
(“CIRP”) on 28.02.2019, by 
the Adjudicating Authority. 
The Resolution Professional 
appointed was Mr. Sumat 
Gupta.

In the present case, the 
Applicant, Mr. Rakesh 
Sharma has worked in the 
Corporate Debtor as AGM 
Accounts and Finance for 
7 years and on 18.05.2019, 
his services were termi-
nated post commencement 
of CIRP. It had been stated 
that the Applicant had 
sought full and final clear-
ance of pending Gratuity 
dues, Leave Encashment 
and salary from the Corpo-
rate Debtor and when the 
amounts were not released, 
an application was filled by 
the Applicant before the 
Adjudicating Authority, 
wherein seeking release of 
Gratuity dues, Leave En-
cashment and salary dur-
ing the CIRP period and the 
same does not form a part 

of the liquidation estate for 
the Corporate Debtor.

NCLT DECISION
It was observed by the 
bench that it is undisputed 
that the Applicant worked 
for the Corporate Debtor 
during CIRP. The Appli-
cant expenses incurred by 
the Applicant will come 
under the Insolvency Res-
olution Process cost under 
Section 5(13)(c) of IBC.

It was further held by the 
bench that in absence of a 
Gratuity Fund created by 
the Corporate Debtor and 
the Resolution Profession-
al cannot be directed to pay 
gratuity to employee. Thus, 
the leave and the salary en-
cashment of employees ac-
crued during CIRP period 
fall within the definition 
of insolvency resolution 
process cost under Section 
5(13)(c) of IBC.

The bench observed that 
reliance placed on the Su-
preme Court judgment in 

the case Sunil Kumar Jain 
and others v Sundaresh 
Bhatt and others, wherein 
the Top Court held that 
the Salaries/Wages of the 
Workmen/Employees dur-
ing CIRP period can only 
be included in the CIRP 
costs if it is established that 
the IRP/Resolution Profes-
sional managed the opera-
tions of the Corporate Debt-
or as a going concern and 
the concerned employees/
workmen actually worked 
during the CIRP.

It has further been di-
rected by the bench that the 
Resolution Professional to 
make provisions for pay-
ment of salary and leave 
encashment to the Appli-
cant after taking necessary 
information and as per the 
Applicant’s entitlement, 
the resolution plan may be 
modified by the Resolution 
Professional to that extent 
with the approval of CoC.

Accordingly, the bench 
disposed of the application.

IN COURT

NCLT Chandigarh: No 
Gratuity Is Payable, When 
Corporate Debtor Does Not 
Create A Gratuity Fund

TDG NETWORK 

The Delhi High Court in the 
case Manish Gupta vs Govt 
Of NCT of Delhi & Ors ob-
served and has stated that 
the forums created under 
The Maintenance and Wel-
fare of Parents and Senior 
Citizens Act, 2007 are nei-
ther being obliged and nor 
being under a duty for ren-
dering categorical findings 
with respect to the civil rights 
which are claimed by parties.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Yashwant Varma 
stated that the primordial 

consideration of those pro-
ceedings is to safeguard the 
interest of the senior citizens 
and to ensure that they are 
not harassed or being ill-
treated in their twilight years.

In the present case, the 
court was dealing with a writ 
petition challenging the Ap-
pellate Authority’s order by 
which it is prayed for placing 
the order of District Magis-
trate in abeyance during the 
hearing of an appeal, was 
rejected.

The counsel appearing for 
the petitioner argued that in 
the light of the pending civil 

suit and the rights claimed 
by her in the property, the 
appellate authority, the Divi-
sional Commissioner clearly 
erred in proceeding to reject 
the application for stay. Also, 
it was argued that since the 
appeal was entertained, 
there was no such jurisdic-
tion for refusal of stay.

The bench of Justice 
Varma stated that no inter-
ference is warranted with 
the order and referred to 
his earlier decision in the 
case Virender Singh vs. PR 
Secretary Cum Divisional 
Commissioner And Ors..

Further, the court stated 
that since the learned coun-
sel for the petitioner has 
failed to point out any mate-
rial perversity in the order 
that was passed by the Dis-
trict Magistrate and which 
had constrained it to frame 
directions for eviction, this 
court finds no ground to in-
terfere with the impugned 
order. The court while ar-
riving to the conclusion has 
also weighed in mind the 
principles which were enun-
ciated in Virendra Singh and 
have been extracted herein-
above.

IN COURT

DELHI HIGH COURT: FORUMS UNDER SENIOR 
CITIZENS ACT NOT REQUIRED TO GIVE 
CATEGORICAL FINDINGS ON CIVIL RIGHTS

TDG NETWORK 
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INTRODUCTION

India’s carbon emissions ac-
count to 6.81% of the total glob-
al emissions. As per the recent 
Climate Watch Data survey, 
India is the world’s 3rd largest 
emitter of greenhouse gases. 
India is amongst the 10 most 
vulnerable nations ranked on 
the Global Climate Risk Index 
in terms of climate risks. India 
is also a signatory to the Paris 
Agreement (Climate Agree-
ment), per which it aims to 
limit global warming to below 
1.5 degrees Celsius. 
INDIA IN ITS PRESENT 
ESG AVATAR
The pandemic has trans-
formed the DNA of everything 
that we believed in. COVID-19 
has shaken investment priori-
ties and has solidified ESG as a 
priority for companies. India’s 
investment environment is fast 
aligning itself to bend towards 
companies which have high 
ESG scores, or which retain a 
potential to develop high ESG 
scores. Growing number of 
financial investors look to in-
tegrate financial returns with 
ESG factors and non-financial 
considerations. 

Turbulent change stemming 
from ever-evolving environ-
mental, social, and governance 
(ESG) demands is affecting 
many private equity funds and 
corporations, and is in-turn 
requiring them to urgently 
transform their ESG strategies. 
Shareholders are requiring 
greater reporting from man-
agement on ESG initiatives and 
synergies. 

India’s ESG-focused private 
equity funds rose more than 
2 times in the last 5 years, as 
sustainability and climate in-
tegrated portfolios can provide 
between risk-adjusted returns 
to investors. Studies consis-
tently demonstrate that ESG 
funds and businesses with 
strong ESG records are out-
performing others.

In-line with the rigours of 
impact investment, the Indian 
government’s sovereign wealth 
Fund, i.e. the National Invest-
ment and Infrastructure Fund, 
has also endorsed a platform 
to help organisations under-
stand climate change risks and 
explore investment opportu-
nities around the transition to 
low emissions economy. 
RECENT ESG INTENSIFI-
CATION
Investors’ awareness intensi-
fication is supported by a re-
search report from Goldman 
Sachs which has highlighted 
a 75% increase in the number 
of companies in the S&P 500 
discussing key environmental 
and social terms, on the earn-
ing calls, with the peak of 41% 
as compared to their previous 
data collection from 2016 to 
2017.

86% of the reporting asset 
owners said that they imple-
mented ESG parameters in the 
request for proposals, invest-
ment management proposals 
/ agreements, limited partner-
ship agreements and other 
appointment processes. ESG 
assets are estimated to exceed 
US$53 trillion by 2025 and 
represent more than 1/3rd of 
the US$140.5 trillion in pro-
jected total assets under man-
agement according to Bloom-
berg Intelligence.
EXISTING ESG LEGAL 
LANDSCAPE IN INDIA
Presently, there is no codified 
and consolidated legal frame-
work in India regulating and 
governing ESG matters. In-
stead, numerous regulations 

address ESG related matters 
concerning companies’ opera-
tions. Set out below are few key 
takeaways relating to the ESG 
specific regulatory environ-
ment in India:

The Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (“SEBI”), which 
is the Indian market regula-
tor which regulates securities 
and is responsible for market 
protection, and protects the 
interests of the stakeholders in 
the market, is also responsible 
for the implementation of an 
efficient ESG mechanism.

Effective financial year 2022-
2023, the SEBI has mandated 
top 1,000 listed companies by 
market capitalisation, to make 
disclosure through a new for-
mat and to prepare a business 
responsibility and sustainabil-
ity report (“BRSR”), entailing 
ESG related disclosures. The 
BRSR is touted to be a single 
comprehensive source of non-
financial sustainability infor-
mation relevant to all busi-
ness stakeholders – investors, 
shareholders, regulators, and 
public at large. The BRSR will 
be annexed to a company’s an-
nual report, displayed on the 
company’s website, disclosed 
to the stock exchanges and 
made available for its share-
holders. The BRSR has been 
built around the guidelines 
of the Indian Ministry of Cor-
porate Affairs’ ESG report-
ing norms, and is a mix of the 
global reporting norms such as 
GRI reporting standards, etc. 
Other than this, the only global 
framework which has bridged 
the gap between financial and 
sustainability reporting is the 
Sustainable Accounting Stan-
dards Board. It requires de-
tailed ESG disclosures, includ-
ing quantitative and qualitative 
aspects. 

The BRSR framework is not 
mandatory for smaller listed 
companies and unlisted public 
or private companies in India. 
This information will be used 
by companies, investors, as-
set managers and other stake-
holders in making real-world 
business decisions, including 
decisions relating to M&A. 
Any Indian company wishing 
to engage in ESG reporting for 
the benefit of its shareholders 
should start with the National 
Guidelines on Responsible 
Business Conduct published 
by the (Indian) Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs in 2019. 
These guidelines have shaped 
the legislative framework gov-
erning ESG matters.

The (Indian) Companies Act 
2013 lays down various pro-
visions which puts forward a 
reporting framework in terms 
of ESG aspects. It requires the 
board of directors of a com-
pany to include information 
on energy conservation in the 
directors’ report, which shall 
include details of actions taken 
/ their effects, usage of alterna-
tive sources of energy, capital 
investments in energy-saving 
equipment, efforts towards 
technology absorption, etc. 
Companies having a speci-
fied net-worth are required to 
frame a Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (“CSR”) committee 
to oversee the CSR policy and 
activities. Companies that meet 
the specified turnover, net 
worth or profit thresholds are 
required to spend at least 2% of 
their average net profits from 
the previous 3 financial years 
on corporate social responsi-
bility initiatives. Certain class 
of companies are also mandat-
ed to appoint women directors, 

in order to enhance inclusion.
ESG RATING AND ESG 
RATING PROVIDERS 
(“ERPS”)
SEBI has also proposed a 
framework for regulation of 
ERPs, setting guidelines for 
a new accreditation frame-
work. The setting-up of ERP 
framework will enable only 
SEBI-accredited agencies to 
provide ESG ratings to listed 
companies and, in effect, only 
SEBI-registered credit rating 
agencies would be eligible as 
ERPs. In May 2022, SEBI also 
constituted an advisory com-
mittee on ESG matters that 
will oversee various enhance-
ments in BRSR reports from 
time to time, examining evolv-
ing corporate disclosures, es-
tablishing norms for ESG rat-
ing model for emerging market 
issues such as employment 
generation, social aspects, etc., 
and developing indicators for 
‘governance pillar’. This com-
mittee will also consider set-
ting-up a framework for ERPs 
to disclose the rationale for 
inclusion of qualitative factors 
in their rating and observation 
process.
SOVEREIGN GREEN 
BONDS IN INDIA
For the first time ever, the 
Indian government’s Union 
Budget of 2022 covered issu-
ance of sovereign green bonds 
to the tune of USD 3.5 billion, 
with the ultimate goal of India 
becoming a net zero economy 
while bolstering India’s green 
finance initiatives. This is be-
ing considered as an important 
step to develop and sustain a 
green economy. Per the global 
practises on green bonds, fo-
cus is aimed at transparency 
around the use of funds, accu-
racy in reporting and ensur-
ing that management of such 
funds is done with utmost 
integrity. Several private com-
panies, financial institutions, 
etc. have issued green bonds. 
The first green bond issuance 
was made by Yes Bank in 2015. 
Certain companies have also 
issued sustainability-linked 
bonds.

Certain other environmen-
tal laws in India govern the 
environmental reporting and 
framework. The Environ-
ment (Protection) Act of 1986 
contains rules for managing 
electronic waste, biomedical 
waste, solid waste, ozone de-
pleting substances, waste from 
construction and demolition, 
hazardous waste, hazardous 
chemicals, plastic waste, bat-
teries, and rules to assess how 
a new industry will affect the 
environment. Companies are 
required to prevent, control, 
and mitigate water and air 
pollution under the Water 
(Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Act, 1974 and the 
Air (Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Act, 1981.
GLOBAL PLATFORMS
Indian financial institutions 
are signing up to become signa-
tories for globally recognised 
ESG platforms. Several recog-
nised Indian investment man-
agers have become signatories 
to the United Nations Prin-
ciples for Responsible Invest-
ment, including asset manage-
ment companies (AMCs) such 
as, SBI Funds Management 
Private Limited (a joint venture 
between the State Bank of In-
dia and Amundi, a European 
Asset Management Company); 
Axis Asset Management Com-
pany Private Limited; ICICI 
Prudential Asset Management 
Company Limited (a joint ven-
ture between ICICI Bank and 
Prudential Plc of UK); UTI 
Asset Management Company 
Ltd (sponsored by the State 
Bank of India, Punjab National 
Bank, Bank of Baroda, and the 
Life Insurance Corporation 
of India); Nippon Life India 
Asset Management Limited 
(a joint venture between Nip-
pon Life Insurance (Japan) 
and Reliance Capital (India)); 
and Enam Asset Management 

Company Private Limited.
The United Nations Princi-

ples for Responsible Banking, 
the Task Force on Climate-
related Financial Disclosures 
for Banks, etc. are few other 
international ESG programs to 
which Indian financial institu-
tions / investors have recently 
signed up for. 
ESG DILIGENCE AND 
INTEGRATION
ESG compliance is increas-
ingly becoming an important 
requirement for conducting a 
legal due diligence in India and 
such factors are increasingly 
being taken into account when 
choosing targets for potential 
merger and acquisitions. De-
spite its newness, ESG due 
diligence has been a core ele-
ment of investment processes. 
Most investors are mindful of 
the liability and business risks 
a poor ESG standard can bring 
to an asset. Given the difficulty 
in assessing ESG factors at the 
time of acquisition, per several 
recent surveys, ESG is linked 
more with risks than with op-
portunities by buyers. ESG fac-
tors bring risk assessment and 
value creation opportunities. 
The biggest challenge the in-
vestor community faces when 
conducting ESG due diligence 
is the comparison of the tar-
get’s performance on ESG met-
rics to the broader market. 

Assessment of risks: ESG dil-
igence combats the risks (exist-
ing and future) associated with 
a target and provides solutions 
and way forward to mitigate 
and address the risks. While 
it also allows the companies to 
efficiently self-evaluate them-
selves, it also showcases to the 
investors the risk profile and 
the future financial liabilities, 
thereby building-in process for 
the post-closing phase of the 
transaction.

 Key diligence aspects: Spe-
cific aspects which can be as-
sessed and remain a key focus 
of the ESG due diligence from a 
legal standpoint include: 

(i) Environmental: Envi-
ronmental compliances, haz-
ardous materials and waste 
compliance, air and water pol-
lution, land contamination, 
energy usage, fire, safety and 
other compliances, etc.

(ii) Social: Labour law com-
pliances, diversity, equality and 
inclusion, human resource vi-
olations, talent attrition and re-
tention, employee welfare and 
relations, data security and 
privacy, cyber security threats, 
consumer relations, working 
conditions, discrimination and 
harassment and health and 
safety.

(iii) Governance: Anti-brib-
ery and anti-corrupt business 
practices, board indepen-
dence, governance matters, 
executive compensation, 
business ethics and conducts, 
shareholder rights, sharehold-
er management and alignment 
of interests, fiduciary responsi-
bilities, grievance procedures, 
involvement of board of direc-
tors towards overseeing ESG 
risks, financial policies, etc.

In general, ESG diligence 
proposition varies with the 
specific sector in which target 
operates and the specific geog-
raphy. For instance, companies 
operating in the real estate sec-
tor have risks associated with 
environmental risks more 
than governance and social 
factors. 

Integration of ESG findings 
post deal completion

ESG integration post deal 
completion remains a critical 
aspect of M&A and can often 
be the determining factor for 
investors. Integration efforts 
must be sensitive to existing 
ESG processes to ensure that 
the company’s combined ESG 
profile is not adversely impact-
ed. Focus should be placed on 
business continuity, and hu-
man capital including manage-
ment and employee retention 
and preservation of employee 
morale. During the integra-

tion, value should be derived 
through stakeholder consulta-
tion, harmonizing ESG targets 
and consolidation of the com-
pany’s ESG infrastructure.

Crisp ESG diligence process 
finds its way into the trans-
action documents, by being 
addressed in conditions prec-
edent and conditions subse-
quent clauses, or in the rep-
resentations, warranties and 
indemnities package, thereby 
transporting good strategies 
and avoiding bad ones.
WHAT HAVE INDIAN 
COMPANIES DONE
Indian companies are striving 
to make the company envi-
ronment sustainable. Several 
Indian conglomerates have ad-
opted sustainable features. For 
instance: 

(a) HDFC Bank has adopted 
Project Footprint in its mission 
to head towards an environ-
mentally sustainable world, by 
intervening in about 30 villag-
es in India and implementing 
climate action emission reduc-
tion and verification, which in 
turn aims at introducing cli-
mate friendly interventions.

(b) Bosch Limited: Bosch 
Group, a global supplier of 
technology and services, has 
undertaken lake rejuvenation 
activities in India, affecting 
population of close to 6000 
villagers, thereby impacting 
an increase in water storage, 
development of Green Zones, 
creation of islands, environ-
ment conservation and resto-
ration of biodiversity.

(c) Indigo: Indigo, an Indian 
flight carrier, has implemented 
the upcycle project which aims 
at creating social opportunity 
through innovative products, 
recycling of retired seat cov-
ers, and marketing these prod-
ucts by providing livelihood 
to several small and medium 
enterprises and substantially 
reducing waste generation 
through prevention, reduction 
and recycle. 

(d) Many other conglomer-
ates in India have introduced 
similar programs for the larger 
benefit of the community and 
sustenance of the environ-
ment. This includes: (i) the 
Water Stewardship Program 
implemented by ITC (India’s 
foremost FMCG player) which 
aims at ensuring ‘Water-for-
all-today-and-tomorrow’ – by 
offering water conservation 
and soil development, com-
munity management, climate 
smart agricultural practises, 
etc.; (ii) water development 
and management programme 
introduced by IndusInd Bank 
Limited; (ii) ReNew India Ini-
tiative by Renew Power Private 
Limited; (iii) focus on biodi-
versity conservation by Tata 
Power Company Limited; (iv) 
community and social work by 
Cognizant Technology Solu-
tions India Private Limited, etc.
ESG’S POTENTIAL IN RE-
SOLVING INDIAN SOCIAL 
CONFLICTS 
ESG reporting will also re-
sult in resolving several social 
problems which are presently 
faced by India. In order to en-
hance the companies’ social 
reporting scores, companies 
will have to start working on 
all the ESG factors, which will 
result in companies involving 
smaller businesses. 50% of 
employment in India is gener-
ated through smaller compa-
nies.

ESG reporting in India when 
made mandatory for all com-
panies small and big will also 
help in advancing interests of 
all communities including LG-
BTQ plus community, more 
importantly, when such com-
munities today are discrimi-
nated against in India. This 
will also help in resolving or 
addressing issues like gender 
violence and discrimination, 
caste system, drug addiction 
etc. Having women leaders 
and offering their presence in 
the boardroom would also be 
a way up to address the ESG 

positive scores, according to 
the International Finance Cor-
poration. Board Gender Diver-
sity in ASEAN. Several ESG 
academics studies have found 
a correlation and a positive re-
lationship between financial 
performance and returns on 
one hand and ESG scores on 
the other hand.
ESG INCENTIVES FOR 
EMPLOYEES
Over 52 Indian companies 
have taken science-based tar-
get initiatives to incorporate 
ESG metrics as compared to 
~ 200 companies in the US, ~ 
128 companies in the United 
Kingdom and ~ 107 companies 
in Japan. ESG incentives in an-
nual executive compensation 
has been viewed to be a step 
towards value creation. Over 
44% of S&P 500 companies in-
clude ‘human capital’ measure-
ments in their incentive plans.  

Almost 78% of senior leaders 
and 86% of investors believe 
that linking ESG incentives in a 
company’s strategy leads to an 
enhancement of the sharehold-
er value. Quantitative measure-
ment factors used in annual bo-
nus plans include factors such 
as employee health and safety, 
governance, people & HR, di-
versity and inclusion and cus-
tomer services. 
VOLUNTARY ESG DISCLO-
SURES 
The BRSR framework and re-
gime does not apply to private 
companies, public unlisted 
companies and to small listed 
companies. Implementation 
of ESG reporting is high on 
costs and may outweigh po-
tential benefits. 

Companies other than top 
1000 listed companies can 
adopt best ESG practices and 
reporting norms depend-
ing on agreements with their 
shareholders, investors and 
key contracting parties. These 
inter-se frameworks have in-
creased exponentially over 
the past few years, given woke 
capitalism and investor obli-
gations to their funds, fund 
of funds and limited part-
ners. Global ESG reporting 
standards, such as the Global 
Reporting Initiative and the 
Sustainability Account Stan-
dards Board are adopted by 
several Indian companies 
which are not subject to man-
datary reporting require-
ments under Indian law.
CONCLUSION
The existing Prime Minis-
ter of India has pledged to 
reduce India’s carbon emis-
sions by 45% and meet 50% 
of its energy requirements 
from renewable energy by 
2030, in order for India to 
be a net zero economy by 
2070. It will be a tumultuous 
and long road map for India, 
given Indian government’s 
projection of being a US$ 5 
trillion economy by 2025. 
Major Indian companies 
have agreed to go net-zero 
by 2030, which is follow-
ing their reporting require-
ments. The BRSR framework 
is a welcome move by the 
SEBI. However, in order to 
be net-zero economy, the sus-
tainability reporting require-
ment will have to extend the 
companies beyond top-1000 
listed companies by market 
capitalisation. It will not be 
surprising if the Indian regu-
latory authorities soon work 
to establish a universal dis-
closure system for all enter-
prises in India. 

ESG disclosure standards 
both internationally and in 
India, as well as the increas-
ing value placed on ESG 
compliance, show that cor-
porations are no longer free 
to choose whether or not to 
comply with ESG standards. 
We are certain for woke capi-
talism to change the com-
panies’, investors’ and most 
importantly its stakeholders’ 
future for ever.
 Vanita Bhargava and Pavi Jain 
are part of Khaitan & Co LLP.
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Bhupender Yadav 
speaks at the UN 
Secretary General High 
Level Round Table

VANITA BHARGAVA & PAVI JAIN

Union Minister for Environment Forest and Cli-
mate Change Shri Bhupender Yadav spoke at the 
UN Secretary-General-High-Level Round Table 
to launch the Early Warnings for All Executive 
Action Plan, today, at the World leaders’ Summit, 
COP 27, Sharm El-Sheikh.
Speaking at the event Shri Yadav said:
“We fully support the Secretary General’s agenda 
to achieve Early Warnings for All. The global pace 
of climate mitigation is not enough to contain the 
rate of climate change. There is an urgent need for 
the world to acknowledge the cascading natural 
hazards that cause substantial losses around the 
world. 

But these issues focus our minds for a moment 
and then soon lose attention as the countries most 
able to do something about it are the least affected. 
They are also the biggest contributors to climate 
change. 

The most vulnerable regions are located between 
the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. Much of the 
developing world, including India, lies between 
these tropics. Public expenditures and loss of 
revenues following the onset of external disasters 
have already begun to rise in this region with the 
least coping capacity.

The intensification of tropical cyclones in the Pa-
cific and Caribbean means that some small tropical 
states have lost 200% of their national income in 
a few hours. Instances such as these could have 
devastating consequences in countries that do not 
have sufficient means to cope with them. 

With climate finance still scarce, climate adapta-
tion in the form of early warning dissemination is 
key in safeguarding lives, and livelihoods. Early 
Warnings For All play a part in not just containing 
the immediate physical impacts, but also mitigat-
ing the far-reaching long-term socio-economics 
implications that follow. 

India has been working on strengthening 
end-to-end early warning systems for all hydro-
meteorological hazards.  This has led to concrete 
results:  We have reduced mortality from cyclones 
by up to 90% over the last 15 years. On both east 
and west coasts, we have nearly 100% coverage 
of early warning systems for cyclones. Similarly 
for other hazards – such as Heat waves – we are 
making swift progress, leading to much greater 
resilience of our communities. 

Over the last few years, we have made concerted 
efforts towards making early warning impact-
based as well as more easily understandable and 
actionable by communities. We have integrated 
hazard, vulnerability and exposure information 
to develop Web – DCRA (Dynamic composite 
Risk Atlas) to enable swift and advanced action 
on early warnings. The Cyclone Warning Division 
(CWD) at IMD, New Delhi also acts as a multilat-
eral Regional Specialised Meteorological Centre 
for monitoring, predicting and issuing warning 
services on tropical cyclones developing over the 
north Indian Ocean (one of the six centres in the 
World) along with 13 countries in Bay of Bengal 
and Arabian Sea region. The collaboration helped 
in the exchange of meteorological data from the 
Bay of Bengal (BoB) and Arabian Sea countries 
to IMD and improved monitoring and forecast.

Moreover, the meteorological data of satellite & 
radar, and model guidance from IMD along with 
Tropical Cyclone Advisory Bulletins helped the 
countries to minimize losses of lives. As an ex-
ample, the number of lives lost has been minimised, 
being limited to 100 due to tropical cyclones dur-
ing the last 10 years, not only in India but also in all 
the countries in the Bay of Bengaland Arabian Sea 
region for which IMD provides tropical cyclone 
forecast and advisories.

We would now like to maximize the full potential 
of Early Warning Systems for not just reducing 
the loss of lives but also livelihoods and national 
development gains. India has spearheaded the 
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure 
(CDRI) which is working towards developing ap-
plications of climate forecast and early warning 
for reducing infrastructure losses and disruption 
in basic services.  The Prime Minister of India, 
Shri. Narendra Modi at the IRIS (Infrastructure 
for Resilient Island States) launch in Glasgow at 
COP26 highlighted the importance of IRIS for hu-
man welfare. The Prime Minister said, and I quote 
“IRIS gives hope, belief and a great sense of fulfil-
ment to the most vulnerable nations. I congratulate 
CDRI for this. IRIS and CDRI are just not about 
infrastructure but about responsibility of human 
welfare. It is the collective responsibility of all of us 
towards mankind. I consider the launch of IRIS 
very important. Through IRIS, it will be easy for 
SIDS to mobilize technology, finance and nec-
essary information faster. Promotion of quality 
infrastructure in Small Island States will benefit 
both lives and livelihoods there.”

India has created and is nurturing the CDRI.  
It has been making concerted efforts to engage 
various stakeholder institutions and individuals 
to promote innovation and resilience in infra-
structure. One such initiative is the “DRI Connect” 
which will be a web-based platform for stakehold-
ers engaged in infrastructure sectors. The platform 
is envisaged to harness collective intelligence of 
Coalition membership towards creation of new 
knowledge and actionable solutions to address 
challenges in resilient infrastructure and foster 
an environment of action-based learning and 
innovation on disaster resilient infrastructure.



Dubbing Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf’s (PTI) long march 
a “failure”, Jamiat Ulema-
e-Islam (F) chief Maulana 
Fazlur Rehman on Sunday 
referred to Imran Khan’s 
assassination bid as “new 
drama” plotted by the PTI.

“A new drama was plot-
ted. When the news first 
came, we were worried 
and expressed sympathy. 
But now we’ve realised 
that (Imran Khan) has 
left Shahrukh Khan and 
Salman Khan behind in 
acting,” Pakistan Demo-
cratic Movement (PDM) 
chief Rehman was quoted 
as saying by Geo News. 
Fazlur Rehman said that 
he has asked the Shehbaz 
Sharif government to be 
strict. “No one should be al-
lowed to toy with Pakistan. 
There will be no leniency 
with them now,” he added.

PTI chief Imran Khan 
was shot during his long 
march in Wazirabad on 
Thursday, leading to bul-

let injuries in his leg. After 
sustaining injuries in his 
leg, he was shifted to a hos-
pital for treatment.

The ex-Pakistan Prime 
Minister has blamed cur-
rent PM Shehbaz Sharif, 
interior minister Rana 
Sanaullah and top ISI of-

ficial Major General Faisal 
Naseer, for the attack.

Earlier today, Imran Khan 
announced that his long 
march toward the capital 
Islamabad will resume on 
Tuesday from the same 
point in the city where he 
came under attack.

“We have decided that 
our march will resume on 
Tuesday from the same 
[point] in Wazirabad 
where I and 11 others were 
shot, and where Moazzam 
was martyred,” Khan was 
quoted as saying by Dawn, 
during a press conference 

in Lahore. “I will address 
the march from here (in La-
hore), and our march, with-
in the next 10 to 14 days, de-
pending on the speed, will 
reach Rawalpindi,” Imran 
said in the presser which 
was broadcast from PTI’s 
social media accounts.

As pivotal climate talks began at 
COP27 on Sunday, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) issued a grim 
reminder that the climate crisis con-
tinues to make people sick and jeopar-
dizes lives and that health must be at 
the core of these critical negotiations. 
In a statement, WHO said it be-
lieves the conference must conclude 
with progress on the four key goals 
of mitigation, adaptation, financ-
ing and collaboration to tackle the 
climate crisis. COP27 will be a cru-
cial opportunity for the world to 
come together and re-commit to 
keeping the 1.5 °C Paris Agreement 
goal alive, it added. The UN health 
agency said its focus will be placing 
the health threat from the climate 
crisis and the huge health gains that 
would come from stronger climate 
action at the centre of discussions. 

“Climate change is making millions 
of people sick or more vulnerable 
to disease all over the world and 
the increasing destructiveness of 
extreme weather events dispropor-
tionately affects poor and marginal-
ized communities,” says Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO 
Director-General. “It is crucial that 
leaders and decision-makers come 
together at COP27 to put health 
at the heart of the negotiations.” 
The WHO said, “our health de-
pends on the health of the ecosys-
tems that surround us, and these 
ecosystems are now under threat 
from deforestation, agriculture 
and other changes in land use 
and rapid urban development.” 
The encroachment ever further into 
animal habitats is increasing opportu-
nities for viruses harmful to humans 
to make the transition from their ani-
mal host. Between 2030 and 2050, 
climate change is expected to cause 

approximately 250 000 additional 
deaths per year from malnutrition, 
malaria, diarrhoea and heat stress. 
The direct damage costs to health 
(i.e., excluding costs in health-
determining sectors such as ag-
riculture and water and sanita-
tion), is estimated to be between 
USD 2-4 billion per year by 2030. 
The rise in global temperature that 
has already occurred is leading to 
extreme weather events that bring 
intense heatwaves and droughts, dev-
astating floods and increasingly pow-
erful hurricanes and tropical storms. 
The combination of these factors 
means the impact on human health is 
increasing and is likely to accelerate. 
The WHO called on governments 
to lead a just, equitable and fast 
phase-out of fossil fuels and tran-
sition to a clean energy future. 
“There has also been encouraging 
progress on commitments to decar-
bonization and WHO is calling for the 

creation of a fossil fuel non-prolifer-
ation treaty that would see coal and 
other fossil fuels harmful to the atmo-
sphere phased out in a just and equi-
table way. This would represent one of 
the most significant contributions to 
climate change mitigation,” it added. 
Improvement in human health 
is something that all citizens can 
contribute to, whether through the 
promotion of more urban green 
spaces, which facilitate climate 
mitigation and adaptation while 
decreasing the exposure to air pol-
lution, or campaigning for local 
traffic restrictions and the enhance-
ment of local transport systems. 
According to WHO, climate policy 
must now put health at the centre 
and promote climate change mitiga-
tion policies that bring health benefits 
simultaneously. “Investment in clean 
energy will yield health gains that re-
pay those investments twice over,” the 
UN agency added.

Kherson and nine other 
settlements in Ukraine 
lost power due to an at-
tack on the power line, a 
representative of the re-
gion’s emergency services 
told reporters on Sunday. 
“As a result of the ‘terror-
ist attack’ on the Berislav-
Kakhovka line, three rein-
forced concrete pylons of 
high-voltage power lines 
were damaged. More than 
10 settlements of the region 
were left without electric-
ity,” the Russian representa-
tive was quoted as saying by 
Sputnik news agency. The 
regional center, the city of 
Kherson, has been affected 
by the power cuts, he added. 
In September, Russia held 
a referendum in Kherson 
which was severely criticized 
by Ukraine and a host of 
other countries. Along with 
the neighboring regions of 

Donetsk, Luhansk, and Za-
porizhzhia, it was annexed 
by Russia on October 5. 
After coming under Russian 
control, Kherson and other 
newly acquired regions have 
witnessed heavy fighting, 
leading to damage to the key 
infrastructure of the regions. 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin this week called for 
the evacuation of civilians 
from parts of the south-
ern Kherson region, amid 
conflicting reports of a cur-
few being imposed in the 
Russian-controlled area. 
“Now, of course, those who 
live in Kherson should be 
removed from the zone of 
the most dangerous actions, 
because the civilian popu-
lation should not suffer,” 
Putin was quoted as saying 
by Al Jazeera on Friday, as 
he marked Russia’s Day of 
Unity.
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Restating solidarity to-
wards war-ravaged 
Ukraine, a substan-

tial package of upto EUR 
1.5 billion a month is set to 
be proposed by European 
Union. This package is for 
the country which would 
contribute to covering its fi-
nancing needs for 2023.

  Making the announce-
ment, European Commis-
sion President Ursula von 
der Leyen tweeted, “Good 
to stay in close touch with 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy. Posi-
tive developments: we will 
propose this week the fi-
nancial support package for 
Ukraine in 2023. The EU 
will be at Ukraine’s side for 
as long as it takes.” 

This comes after EU Presi-
dent held talks on Sunday 
with Ukraine President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy. The 
main focus of the conversa-
tion was on ensuring finan-
cial support for Ukraine in 
the months ahead.

President von der Leyen 
informed President Zelen-
skyy that she would this 

week propose a substantial 
financial package from the 
EU of up to EUR 1.5 billion a 
month, totalling up to EUR 
18 billion, which would con-
tribute significantly to cover 
Ukraine’s financing needs 
for 2023.

Both leaders recognised 
the importance of ensur-
ing predictable and regular 
funding of essential state 
functions. 

“The support in the form 
of highly concessional 
long-term loans, with cov-
erage of the interest costs, 
would also work to sup-
port Ukraine’s reforms and 
its path towards European 
Union membership,” the 
European Commission said 
in a statement.

President von der Leyen 
confirmed ongoing work by 
the EU to continue to pro-
vide immediate humani-
tarian support to Ukraine, 
particularly over the winter. 
She reiterated that the EU is 
in it for the long haul in its 
support for Ukraine.

The leaders also discussed 
the importance of ensuring 
Ukraine’s agricultural ex-
ports can reach the world. 

In addition to full support 
for the UN’s efforts to reach 
an agreement with Rus-
sia on the Black Sea Grain 
Initiative, the leaders also 
discussed plans to expand 
the capacities of the EU-
Ukraine Solidarity Lanes, 
which have so far been used 
to transport the great ma-
jority of Ukrainian agricul-
tural and non-agricultural 
exports since the start of the 
Russian war.

solidarity in aid

EU sEt to proposE EUr 1.5 bn  
a month packagE to UkrainE
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Protests continued on Sun-
day by the Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaaf (PTI) mem-
bers across the country 
demanding the registration 
of an FIR against the attack 
on former Pakistan Prime 

Minister Imran Khan. 
The protests were carried 
out across several cities for 
the third consecutive day. 
The protestors vowed that 
they would continue their 
protest till FIR is regis-
tered, reports said. 
The protestors also blocked 
Ghanta Ghar Chowk in 
Faisalabad during their 
protest. Protests were also 
carried out at Quetta’s 
Red Zone and Karachi’s 
Five-Star Chowrangi. 
As  p e r  t h e  n e w s ,  a 
heavy contingent of po-
lice was also deployed 
to maintain law and or-
der across the cities. 
While addressing the 
protestors, former Min-
ister and PTI member 
Farrukh Habib claimed 

that the whole nation 
stands with Imran Khan. 
“Pakistan did not get in-
dependence for slavery,” 
Habib said

Earlier on Sunday, Imran 
Khan announced that his 

long march towards the 
capital Islamabad will re-
sume on Tuesday from the 
same point in the city where 
he came under attack. 
“We have decided that 
our march will resume on 
Tuesday from the same 
[point] in Wazirabad 
where I and 11 others were 
shot, and where Moaz-
zam was martyred,” Khan 
was quoted as saying by 
Dawn, during a press 
conference in Lahore. 
“I will address the march 
from here (in Lahore), and 
our march, within the next 
10 to 14 days, depending 
on the speed, will reach 
Rawalpindi,” Imran said 
in the presser which was 
broadcasted from his social 
media accounts 

assassination bid

pti to protEst till 
fir in imran khan 
mUrdEr bid casE

‘tErrorist attack’

Kherson region 
facing blackout 
after attack on 
power lines: Russia
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EnvironmEnt crisis

Health must be at the core of key negotiations 
in COP27 climate change talks: WHO

‘mUrdEr bid drama’

imran khan has lEft shahrUkh, salman bEhind in 
acting, says pdm chiEf fazlUr rEhman

top of the day

landslidE hits 
badakshan 
provincE,  
onE killEd
KABul: At least one 
person died in the land-
slide that occurred in the 
Badakhshan province in 
northeastern Afghanistan, 
Khaama Press reported 
on sunday. As per the Tali-
ban officials, the natural 
catastrophe took place 
in a village in the Maimay 
district of Badakhshan on 
saturday. other than the 
deceased body recov-
ered, one more person 
has been injured while 
two more are reported to 
be missing, the officials 
informed. The landslide in 
Badakhshan province has 
damaged dozens of acres 
of farmland, gardens, 
and several stores. The 
rescue teams were not 
able to reach the remote 
affected site because of 
the deteriorated roads 
in the district, Khaama 
Press reported citing the 
Taliban-run Bakhtar state 
news agency.

tanzania planE 
crash dEath  
toll risEs to 19
DoDoMA: The death 
toll from sunday’s plane 
crash in lake Victoria in 
Tanzania has jumped to 19, 
media reports said quoting 
Prime Minister Kassim 
Majaliwa. The incident 
occurred when a Precision 
Air flight plunged into the 
water while approaching 
the northwestern city of 
Bukoba, reported nigeria-
based media outlet Chan-
nel TV. “All Tanzanians 
are with you in mourning 
the 19 people who lost 
lives during this acci-
dent,” Majaliwa said. The 
Prime Minister made the 
remarks to a crowd after 
arriving at Bukoba airport, 
where the flight had been 
scheduled to land from 
the financial capital Dar 
es salaam. earlier the fire 
and rescue service said 
that “three are reported 
dead” and the “rescue is 
ongoing” however now the 
toll has jumped to 19. The 
rescue service has urged 
people to “remain calm.”

singaporE  
airlinEs h1  
rEsUlts soar as 
world rEopEns
sInGAPore: last week, 
singapore Airlines, the 
city-state’s national car-
rier, reported a record 
first-half operating 
profit of sGD 1.23 billion 
(usD876 million) for the 
period which ended in 
september. It was also 
the best-ever quarterly 
profit of sGD 678 million, 
eclipsing the previous 
best of sGD 674.6 million 
achieved almost 15 years 
ago in Q3 2007-08. For 
the corresponding period 
a year ago, the airlines 
suffered a loss of sGD 
602 million for the first 
half and a loss of sGD 
345 million for the second 
quarter of its financial 
reporting period which 
starts in April. net profit 
came in at sGD 927 mil-
lion (usD660 million) for 
the half compared with a 
net loss of sGD 837 mil-
lion in the same period in 
the financial year 2021-22 
when border restrictions 
in many countries were 
still in place. In mid-oc-
tober, singapore Airlines 
said it was in talks with 
its partner Tata to explore 
a potential deepening of 
relationship between the 
two companies.

Imran Khan

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen.

IslAMABAD: Interior minister rana 
sanaullah said that Imran Khan is 
committing treason against Paki-
stan, after the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) chief announced that his 
long march would be resumed.
he said, Imran Khan is “commit-
ting the crime of treason against 
the state.” Imran Khan, former 
Pakistani prime minister, was shot 
at at a political event last week in 
Wazirabad, Punjab province. Imran 
Khan has declared that his lengthy 
march toward Islamabad will begin 
on Tuesday at the same location in 
the city where he was attacked.
“We have decided that our march 
will resume on Tuesday from the 
same [point] in Wazirabad where I 

and 11 others were shot, and where 
Moazzam was martyred,” Khan was 
quoted as saying by Dawn, during a 
press conference in lahore.
“Imran Khan only has one demand: 
he wants to be adopted by the 
institutions to make him sit on the 
prime minister’s chair,” said the 
Interior Minister. Khan intends to 
create controversy surrounding 
the selection of the army chief, ac-
cording to sanaullah. he continued, 
“Institutions, administration, Parlia-
ment, and the judiciary should stand 
against his despicable objective. he 
will never succeed in his agenda 
against the nation and the country.” 
responding to a question about the 
delay in lodging the FIr, the interior 

minister said that there would be 
obstacles if you wanted to lodge a 
case against the “state”. “The police 
have the right to refuse if a fraudster 
wants to register a case for his [cer-
tain] purposes,” he added. The PTI 
leader is pressurizing institutions to 
fulfill his nefarious design, said the 
interior minister. “Based on a fake, 
the news conference was held. Why 
was it necessary to authenticate 
that they received the video? “asked 
the minister. notably, on saturday, 
swati broke down in tears in front of 
the media, saying that his wife had 
received a video starring them and 
that he couldn’t reveal any more 
information since the “daughters of 
my country are listening.”

imran committing trEason, says pakistan intErior ministEr
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The Islamabad Police on 
Monday warned that action 
will be taken against those 
who protest in the capital 
without the permission of 
the administration. Former 
Pakistan Prime Minister 
Imran Khan, who was 
shot at during a political 
rally last week in Punjab 
province’s Wazirabad, has 
announced that his long 
march towards the capital 
Islamabad will resume on 
Tuesday from the same 

point in the city where he 
came under attack. “The 
political leaders with cases 
registered against them 
will be arrested,” said the 
Islamabad Police spokes-
person in a statement. 
The spokesperson also 
requested the political 
leaders to protest at the 
designated spots with per-
mission from the admin-
istration, asking the public 
to report any suspicious 
activity.

pti to rEsUmE march, islamabad 
policE warns of action

WAshInGTon: us President Joe Biden 
and German Chancellor olaf scholz dur-
ing a call on sunday, affirmed continu-
ous commitment towards supporting 
ukraine against russia’s aggression, 
the White house informed in a press 
release. As per the release, they affirmed 
their shared commitment to uphold-
ing the rules-based international order, 
human rights and fair trade practices. 
The leaders underscored the continued 
commitment of both us and Germany 
in providing ukraine with economic, 
humanitarian, and security support 
for defending itself against russia’s 
aggression. The two leaders agreed in 
calling russia’s recent nuclear threats 
‘irresponsible’. The release stated that 

the two leaders also discussed scholz’s 
recent trip to the People’s republic of 
China. earlier on Friday, the German 
Chancellor became the first Group of 
seven (G7) leader to visit China in about 
three years. 
The visit came in the backdrop of a short-
age of semiconductors across the world, 
after the us banned the sale of advanced 
computer chips to China, escalating ef-
forts to contain China’s tech and military 
ambitions. 
scholz visited China with a team of top 
executives implying that business with 
the world’s second-largest economy 
must continue. The first visit by a G7 lead-
er to China in roughly three years comes 
as Germany slides towards recession.

bidEn, scholz affirm sUpport for UkrainE
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Elon Musk on Sun-
day said through a 
series of tweets that 

any Twitter handles found 
engaged in ‘impersonation’ 
without clearly specifying 
“parody” will be suspended 
permanently.

“Going forward, any Twit-
ter handles engaging in im-
personation without clearly 
specifying “parody” will be 
permanently suspended,” 
Musk tweeted. Twitter’s 
new CEO further said that 
unlike before, no warning 
will be given now as wide-
spread verification is being 
rolled out.

“Previously, we issued 
a warning before the sus-
pension, but now that we 
are rolling out widespread 
verification, there will be no 
warning. This will be clearly 
identified as a condition for 
signing up to Twitter Blue,” 
he tweeted.

He also said that any name 
change now will cause a tem-
porary loss of the verified 
checkmarks.

“Any name change at all 
will cause temporary loss of 
verified checkmark,” he fur-
ther tweeted.

Earlier, Twitter updated 
its iOS app for Apple iPhone 
users, including the new 
USD 7.99 per month Blue 
subscription. Twitter Blue 
with verification is current-
ly available on iOS in the 
US, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, and the UK. On 
Tuesday, Musk confirmed 
the reports and announced 
that the company would 
charge USD 8 a month for 
Twitter’s subscription ser-
vice with priority in replies, 
mentions, and searches.

“Twitter’s current lords 
and peasants system for 
who has or doesn’t have a 
blue checkmark is bullshit. 
Power to the people! Blue for 
USD 8/month,” he tweeted.

However, Musk’s deci-
sion to implement the blue 
tick fee did not go well with 
many. Even some adver-
tiser pulled back their leg 
from the site. The Twitter 
Blue subscription launched 
widely almost a year ago as a 
way to view ad-free articles 

from some publishers and 
make other tweaks to the 
app, such as a different co-
lour home screen icon.

Apart from the “blue tick 
fee”, Musk has also been re-
ceiving a lot of hate on Twit-
ter for laying off employees.

Defending his decision to 
fire employees, Musk said 
that it was needed as Twitter 
was losing more than USD 4 
million per day.

“Regarding Twitter’s reduc-
tion in force, unfortunately, 
there is no choice when the 
company is losing over USD 
4M/day. Everyone exited was 
offered 3 months of severance, 
which is 50% more than legal-
ly required,” Musk tweeted.

Earlier, Twitter had an-
nounced that the applica-
tion will soon allow users to 
add long-form text to their 
tweets. Taking to Twitter, 
Musk had said, “Twitter 
will soon add ability to at-
tach long-form text to tweets, 
ending absurdity of notepad 
screenshots.”

He further added that this 
will be followed by creator 
monetization for all forms 
of content.

elon musk tweets

‘twitter handles impersonating without 
specifying parody will be suspended’

Apple on Sunday (local time) 
said that it has temporarily 
reduced iPhone 14 produc-
tion because of Covid-19 
restrictions at its assembly 
plant in China.

Apple said that it will ship 
fewer units, and custom-
ers will have to wait longer. 
“The facility is currently 
operating at significantly 
reduced capacity,” Apple’s 
statement read.

It means that iPhone 14 
shipments could be impact-
ed ahead of the Christmas 
shopping season.

The move will significant-
ly impact Apple’s quarterly 
sales and make it harder 
for consumers to get their 
hands on Apple’s high-end 
models.

“We continue to see strong 
demand for iPhone 14 Pro 
and iPhone 14 Pro Max 
models,” said Apple press 
release.

“However, we now expect 
lower iPhone 14 Pro and 
iPhone 14 Pro Max ship-
ments than we previously 
anticipated and customers 
will experience longer wait 
times to receive their new 
products,” it added.

Notably, iPhone 14 Pro as-
sembly plant in Zhengzhou, 
a mega-factory owned by 
Taiwanese company Fox-
conn, which is a major sup-
plier for Apple is under lock-

down due to Covid spread.
Apple said the Zhengzhou 

plant is its primary facility 
for making the pro models 
and added it is “working 
closely with our supplier to 
return to normal production 
levels while ensuring the 
health and safety of every 
worker.”

China has been hit hard 
by Covid-19 restrictions and 
Zhengzhou employs hun-
dreds of thousands of work-
ers making iPhones and 
other high-end electronics.

In early October, supervi-
sors at the plant suddenly 
announced that 3,000 
workers had been taken into 
quarantine after someone 
tested positive for Covid-19 
at the factory.

Meanwhile, Foxconn has 
said it faces a “protracted 
battle” against infections 
and imposed a closed loop 
bubble around the sprawl-
ing campus in Zhengzhou, 
in central China.

Local authorities locked 
down the area surround-
ing the factory on Wednes-
day, but not before reports 
emerged of employees flee-
ing on foot and a lack of ad-
equate medical care at the 
plant.

China is the last major 
economy committed to a ze-
ro-Covid strategy, persisting 
with snap lockdowns, mass 
testing and lengthy quaran-
tines in a bid to stamp out 
emerging outbreaks.

covid-19 restrictions

Apple reduces 
iPhone output at 
its China assembly 
plant in Zhengzhou
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Panic gripped the Chinese citizens 
after the return of the Mao-era 
controlled economy in the coun-
try, not only speeding up the resto-
ration of the supply and marketing 
cooperatives system, but even the 
share market has begun to pursue 
the marketing of “social concept 
shares.”

China is returning to the ‘planned 
economy’ after the conclusion of the 
20th National Congress of the Com-
munist Party of China (CCP). In ad-
dition, the construction of state-run 
canteens in various places is also ac-
celerating, and some have already 
opened for business, reported The 
HK Post. China is currently facing 
an economic recession. In times of 
financial crisis, the market economy 
will give way to the planned econo-
my, the era of material scarcity will 

return, and the days of supply by 
ticket will follow. According to the 
reports, the CCP authorities have 
already hinted with great fanfare 
that the Chinese people will live 
together in misery.

Chinese social media is abuzz with 
people’s concern that if they go back 
to the model of unified purchase 
and sales and quantitative distribu-
tion now, they will undoubtedly be 
driving backward. Some netizens 
recalled the horrible years of the 
past when the current supply and 
marketing cooperative existed, as 
per the reports.

Some netizens also worry that 
if the supply and marketing co-
operatives supported by the state 
continue to expand, small private 
supermarkets, small community 
stores, and even large supermarkets 
may be squeezed out of the market, 
creating new monopolies.

These Mao-era institutions that 

have been out of the public eye for 
decades suddenly return to the 
spotlight overnight. These institu-
tions once functioned as a pillar of 
the socialist command economy, as 
reported.

The Chinese Communist Party 
under Xi Jinping is accelerating the 
return of the “planned economy”, 
which caused economic havoc dur-
ing Mao Zedong’s sweeping com-
mand and control regime.

The comeback of supply and mar-
keting cooperatives and state-run 
canteens has made people feel tizzy 
and fearful that it would bring the 
Chinese back to the unforgettable 
era of a controlled economy, as re-
ported . 

For someone born before the 
1960s, that’s a pretty painful mem-
ory. From 1950 to 30 years before 
the “opening up economy” to the 
outside world in the 1980s, the 
CCP controlled the production and 

supply of all materials in Chinese 
society by relying on administrative 
planning. 

All households had to purchase 
daily necessities through supply 
and marketing cooperatives. Or the 
products produced by the family 
workshops must also be sold to the 
designated supply and marketing 
cooperative system. Otherwise, they 
may be charged with “speculation”.

Beginning in 1953, the Commu-
nist regime implemented a planned 
grain purchase in rural areas and a 
quantitative rationing policy in cit-
ies referred to as unified purchase 
and sales; because of the scarcity of 
materials, the primary necessities 
of life for the Chinese needed to be 
supplied with tickets. 

You can only buy as many “tick-
ets” as you are allocated, such 
as food stamps, oil stamps, meat 
stamps, cloth stamps, etc. It is a 
unique product of the era of the 

CCP’s planned economy, accord-
ing to the reports.

However, the harm of the supply 
and marketing cooperatives and the 
unified purchase and sale system 
is far more than that. It is also the 
main culprit of the great famine that 
began in China in the late 1950s.

The great famine in China in 1959 
killed tens of millions of people in 
a few years. Communist regimes’ 
“people’s communes”, “coopera-
tives”, and “big canteens” were the 
reasons for the famine.

The older generation still remem-
bers how the Chinese countryside 
was destroyed. Therefore, people 
are afraid not only facing the lack 
of materials again but also of the 
“Great Leap Forward, Rectifica-
tion, Suppression of Rebellion, 
Cleansing, Cultural Revolution” and 
other movements, which have also 
revived together with the planned 
economy, as reported.

‘social concept shares’

political remarks

Amid financial stress, China returns to ‘planned 
economy’, restores cooperatives system

Hamid Karzai’s brother 
detained by Taliban: Report
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Th e  United  Kingdom 
plans to sign a new defence 
agreement with Japan next 
month, which will enable 
the two countries to further 
ties with the US in the Indo-
Pacific region, The Financial 
Times reports citing sources.

The Reciprocal Access 
Agreement (RAA) will also 
aim to enhance deterrence 
against China and will make 
joint exercises easier, people 
familiar with the talks told 
the London-based news-
paper on Saturday. Japan is 
also in the “initial stages” of 
considering a similar agree-
ment with the Philippines, 
The Financial Times said .

This report comes in the 
wake of a recent phone call 
between the two prime min-
isters on November 4.

UK Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak and his Japanese 
counterpart agreed the UK 
and Japan were incredibly 

important allies, who played 
a vital role in ensuring global 
stability and prosperity.

“Reiterating the impor-
tance of ensuring a free and 
independent Indo-Pacific, 
the Prime Minister said that 
the UK was aligned with Ja-
pan on the challenges in the 
region,” Downing Street said 
in a statement.

Notably, Australian Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese 
announced last month that 
Australia and Japan had 
agreed to strengthen coop-
eration in the field of defense 
and security by signing a 
Joint Declaration on Security 
Cooperation.

Japan and Austral ia 
signed the new bilateral se-
curity agreement covering 
military and intelligence 
in October, in a move that 
Chinese experts said shows 
the two countries’ willing-
ness to be pawns of the US, 
while threatening regional 
peace and security. Kyodo 
news reported that any 

breakthrough with the UK 
would follow a similar deal 
Japan signed with Australia 
in January. That agreement 
was the first such pact for 
Tokyo, outside of its alliance 
with the United States, the 
report added.

The signing of the Recipro-
cal Access Agreement be-
tween Japan and the UK will 
follow a similar deal Japan 
signed with Australia and is 
another sign of Tokyo forging 
deeper defence ties with allies 
and partners to prepare for 
the possibility of “a Taiwan 
emergency,” The Financial 
Times noted.

Previously, top White 
House officials held sensi-
tive talks in London in April 
about the role the UK could 
play in the event of a conflict 
over Taiwan, according to 
The Financial Times report. 
The Japan-UK defence pact 
with the US under the so-
called “Indo-Pacific Strat-
egy” is to counter China, 
Chinese observers warned.

reciprocal access

tech job cuts

UK, Japan set to sign 
new defence pact  
in December

facebook parent 
meta prepares 
for large-scale 
layoffs this week
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Mahmood Karzai, the brother 
of former Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai was detained 
at the Kabul airport, Khaama 
Press reported on Sunday cit-
ing sources.

He is believed to have been 
detained by the Taliban’s in-
telligence service from the Ka-
bul airport as he was board-
ing an Ariana Airlines flight 
to Dubai. As per the sources 
cited by Khaama Press, the 
motive behind Karzai’s arrest 
might be the political remarks 
of his brother Hamid Karzai.

Mahmood Karzai is a major 
shareholder in the modern 
commercial city of Aino Mina 
in the Southern Kandahar 
province. Former President, 
Ashraf Ghani had accused 
him of seizing government 
lands for building the Aino 
Mina city, reported Khaama 
Press.

Former President Hamid 
Karzai has been criticising 
the Taliban government re-
garding curbing the rights 
of women and has been de-
manding the Taliban form 

an ‘inclusive’ government. In 
September, Karzai slammed 
the Taliban for clashes in the 
Panjshir region between the 
National Resistant Forces 
(NRF) and the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan, amid ris-
ing killings in the country. He 
said that it is about time that 
the bloodshed must stop.

In August, Hamid Karzai 
expressed concern over the 
ban on girls’ education im-
posed by the Taliban and said 
such a step could push the 
country further backwards. 
He also said the regime must 
ensure that all sections of the 
population feel represented 
by the government. Since 
its ascent to power in Kabul, 
the Islamic group imposed 
policies severely restricting 

basic rights--particularly 
those of women and girls. 
According to Human Rights 
Watch (HRW), the Taliban 
dismissed all women from 
leadership posts in the civil 
service and prohibited girls in 
most provinces from attend-
ing secondary school.

Taliban decrees prohibit 
women from travelling un-
less accompanied by a male 
relative and require women’s 
faces to be covered in public-
-including women TV news-
casters.

The Taliban have also car-
ried out censorship, limited 
critical reporting, and beaten 
journalists. Taliban forces 
have carried out revenge 
killings and enforced disap-
pearances of former govern-
ment officials and security 
force personnel. They have 
summarily executed people 
deemed affiliated with the 
Islamic State.

Armed groups linked to the 
Afghan branch of the Islamic 
State have carried out bomb-
ings targeting ethnic Hazaras, 
Afghan Shias, Sufis, and 
others, killing and injuring 
hundreds.

WASHINGTON: Comedian Kathy Griffin became 
the latest Twitter casualty, as her account got 
suspended after Twitter CEO Elon Musk rolled out 
that handles engaged in ‘impersonation’ without 
clearly specifying “parody” will be 
suspended permanently.

Griffin had changed her profile 
name to Musk, following which 
she seems to have been prompt-
ly banned from the social media 
site, as per Fox news reports. 
Despite her handle showing her 
own @kathygriffin name, the 
moniker by her blue checkmark. 
Elon Musk said this goes against 
the company policy against im-
personation. Sharing the tweet, 
Elon Musk wrote, “BREAKING: 
@kathygriffin has been perma-
nently suspended from Twitter for impersonating.” 
He continued, “Actually, she was suspended for 
impersonating a comedian.”

Elon Musk on Sunday said through a series of 
tweets that any Twitter handle found engaged 
in ‘impersonation’ without clearly specifying 
“parody” will be suspended permanently. “Going 
forward, any Twitter handles engaging in imper-
sonation without clearly specifying “parody” will be 
permanently suspended,” Musk tweeted.

Twitter’s new CEO further said that unlike before, 
no warning will be given now as widespread veri-
fication is being rolled out. “Previously, we issued 
a warning before the suspension, but now that we 

are rolling out widespread verifi-
cation, there will be no warning. 
This will be clearly identified as a 
condition for signing up to Twitter 
Blue,” he tweeted.

He also said that any name 
change now will cause a tempo-
rary loss of the verified check-
marks.

“Any name change at all will 
cause temporary loss of veri-
fied checkmark,” he further 
tweeted. Earlier, Twitter updated 
its iOS app for Apple iPhone us-
ers, including the new USD 7.99 

per month Blue subscription. Twitter Blue with 
verification is currently available on iOS in the US, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and the UK. On 
Tuesday, Musk confirmed the reports and an-
nounced that the company would charge USD 8 a 
month for Twitter’s subscription service with prior-
ity in replies, mentions, and searches. “Twitter’s 
current lords and peasants system for who has or 
doesn’t have a blue checkmark is bullshit. Power 
to the people! Blue for USD 8/month,” he tweeted. 

Hamid Karzai

Facebook parent Meta is preparing for large-scale layoffs 
this week which is expected to affect many thousands of its 
workforce.

In a recent spate of tech job cuts after the industry’s rapid 
growth during the pandemic, Meta Platforms Inc is planning 
to begin large-scale layoffs this week, according to people 
familiar with the matter, reported The Wall Street Journal 
(WSJ). The layoffs are expected to affect many thousands 
of employees and an announcement is planned to come as 
soon as Wednesday, according to the people familiar with 
the matter.

Meta reported having more than 87,000 employees at the 
end of September. Company officials already told employees 
to cancel non-essential travel beginning this week, the people 
said.

The planned layoffs would be the first broad head-count re-
ductions to occur in the company’s 18-year history. The num-
ber of Meta employees expected to lose their jobs could be the 
largest to date at a major technology corporation in a year 
that has seen a tech-industry retrenchment, reported WSJ.

The Wall Street Journal reported in September that Meta was 
planning to cut expenses by at least 10 per cent in the coming 
months, in part through staff reductions.

The cuts are expected to be announced this week following 
several months of more targeted staffing reductions in which 
employees were managed out or saw their roles eliminated.

“Realistically, there are probably a bunch of people at the 
company who shouldn’t be here,” Mark Zuckerberg told em-
ployees at a companywide meeting at the end of June.

Meta, like other tech giants, went on a hiring spree during 
the pandemic as life and business shifted more online. It add-
ed more than 27,000 employees in 2020 and 2021 combined 
and added a further 15,344 in the first nine months of this 
year--about one-fourth of that during the most recent quarter.

A spokesman for Meta declined to comment, referring to 
Chief Executive Mark Zuckerberg’s recent statement that the 
company would “focus our investments on a small number 
of high-priority growth areas.”

“So that means some teams will grow meaningfully, but 
most other teams will stay flat or shrink over the next year,” 
he said on the company’s third-quarter earnings call on Octo-
ber 26. “In aggregate, we expect to end 2023 as either roughly 
the same size or even a slightly smaller organization than we 
are today,” he added.

Meta’s stock has fallen more than 70 per cent this year. 
The company has highlighted deteriorating macroeconomic 
trends, but investors have also been spooked by its spend-
ing and threats to the company’s core social-media business, 
reported WSJ.

Kathy Griffin

elon musk suspends kathy griffin’s 
twitter account permanently
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Ghats of 
Varanasi 

all decked 
up with 

colourful 
lights on the 

eve of Dev 
Deepawali, 
on Sunday.

DEV DEEPAWALI 

# 10% EWS

10% QUOTA SET FOR ECONOMICALLY 
WEAKER SECTIONS,  NETIZENS REACT 
In a majority judgement on Monday, the Supreme 
Court upheld the validity of the Constitution’s 103rd 
Amendment Act 2019, which provides for 10 per cent 
reservations of the Economically Weaker Section 
(EWS) in higher education and issues of public employ-
ment and observed that it does not violate essential 
features of the Constitution.

Netizens took to Twitter to react to the move. One of 
the netizens said, “If “10% EWS” is wrong , then 69% 
reservation purely based on caste is also wrong.”

Second user said, “I support reservation based on 
Economically Weaker Sections instead of caste based 
reservation.”

Third user said, “A historic judgement by Supreme 
Court Putting stamp on Pro Poor & Sabka Sath, Sabka 
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas policy of PM Narendra Modi govt 
by upholding validity of 10% EWS reservation for poor 
in admissions & government Jobs.”

“Institutions 
are 
strengthened 
only when 
individuals 
work 
together.”

— JUSTICE D.Y. CHANDRACHUD

BRAIN-PICKING 

Next Chief Justice of India, praising current CJI Lalit.

DIASPORA 

Celebration of Hindu 
Heritage Month 

TDG NETWORK
ONTARIO                                        

Bharat Mata Mandir in the city of Brampton, in collaboration 
with Hindu Forum Canada, celebrated Hindu Heritage Month. 
Several federal and provincial parliamentarians, the mayor of 
the city of Brampton, and city councillors participated in the 
event. The politicians stressed the importance of Hindu Heritage 
Month. Liberal MP Chandra Arya urged the Hindu diaspora to 
fight against rising Hinduphobia.

Arya marked Canada’s first Hindu Heritage Month beginning 
in November to acknowledge and celebrate the contributions 
made by Hindus to make the country strong and prosperous.

Conservative MPs Scot Aitchison and Eric Melillo assured 
their assistance to the diaspora with regard to building a cohe-
sive multicultural mosaic of Canada.

Second-term elected Mayor Patrick Brown spoke about cre-
ating Gita Park in the city. MPP Michael Tibollo, MPP Sheref 
Sabawy, and MPP Hardeep Grewal also graced the event.

Hindu Heritage Month in Canada. 

Gigi Hadid. 

TDG NETWORK  
WASHINGTON                      

REVELATION 

In the weeks before Queen 
Elizabeth’s death, the late 
monarch had found a new 

pal in Hollywood star Tom 
Cruise, suggests a new report.

According to Page Six, she 
and the ‘Top Gun’ actor “re-
ally hit it off” over the sum-
mer, a source told a British 
media outlet.

The Queen’s Platinum Ju-
bilee celebrations, which 
marked her 70th anniver-
sary on the throne, had been 
attended by Cruise; however, 
the ailing royal was unable to 
meet the ‘Mission Impossible’ 
star as she was suffering from 
mobility issues.

“The Queen let it be known 
that she was really disap-
pointed not to have met 
Tom at the pageant, so he 
was invited to have a special 
tour of Windsor Castle with 
everything laid on for him. 
Afterwards, just the two of 

them had tea together,” the 
source said, as reported by 
Page Six.

The visit was a success, 
with Cruise given the chance 
to fire a ceremonial gun. “She 
loved seeing him, and they 
really hit it off, so much so 
that she invited him back for 
lunch. He was even allowed 
to fly in by helicopter,” the 

source added.
This newly formed friend-

ship could have continued 
with a lunch date, but it 
could not, as Elizabeth died 
on September 8 at the age of 
96, before they could reunite.

Cruise had spoken of his 
admiration for the Queen 
during a television inter-
view that happened before 

the Platinum Jubilee’s Gal-
lop through History equine 
pageant in May.

“She’s just a woman that I 
greatly admire. I think she is 
someone who has tremen-
dous dignity, and I admire 
her devotion. What she has 
accomplished has been his-
toric,” he said at the time, as 
per Page Six.

QUEEN ELIZABETH WAS PALS 
WITH TOM CRUISE

Tom Cruise                                                                                   Queen Elizabeth 

Fish’s quirky behaviour helps them 
estimate swimming direction, speed

STUDY 

Fish glance down when swimming be-
cause the stable riverbed underneath 
them provides more trustworthy infor-
mation about their swimming direction 
and speed, according to new simulations.

The study, published in the journal 
Current Biology, is the first to combine 
simulations of the zebrafish’s brain, na-
tive environment, and spatially-varying 
swimming behaviour into one compu-
tational model. By analysing this model, 
the researchers concluded that this 
quirk -- looking down while swimming 
forward -- is an adaptive behaviour that 
evolved to help the fish self-stabilize, as 
when swimming against a current.

As water moves, fish are constantly 
trying to self-stabilize in order to stay in 
place rather than getting swept away in 
a moving stream. Focusing on other fish, 
plants, or debris might give the fish the 
false impression that it’s moving. Howev-

er, the stable riverbed below them gives 
fish more reliable information about 
their swimming direction and speed.

“It’s similar to sitting on a train car that 
isn’t moving. If the train next to yours 
starts to pull away from the station, it can 
trick you into thinking you are moving 
too,” said Northwestern’s Emma Alex-
ander, who led the study. “The visual 
cue from the other train is so strong that 
it overrides the fact that all of your other 
senses are telling you that you are sitting 
still. That’s exactly the same phenom-
enon that we are studying in fish. There 
are many misleading motion cues above 
them, but the most abundant and reli-

able signals are from the bottom of the 
river.” Alexander is an assistant profes-
sor of computer science in Northwest-
ern’s McCormick School of Engineering, 
where she runs the Bio Inspired Vision 
Lab.

To conduct the research, Alexander 
and her collaborators focused on zebraf-
ish, a well-studied model organism. But, 
although many laboratories have tanks 
full of zebrafish, the team wanted to fo-
cus on the fish’s native environment in 
India.

“It was recently discovered that fish 
respond to motion below them more 
strongly than motion above them. We 
wanted to dig into that mystery and un-
derstand why,” Alexander explained. 
“Many zebrafish that we study grow 
up in lab tanks, but their native habitats 
shaped the evolution of their brains and 
behaviors, so we needed to go back to 
the source to investigate the context for 
where the organism developed.

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON 

ELON MUSK EFFECT:  GIGI HADID QUITS TWITTER
FLAK

All thanks to Elon Musk, the new boss of 
the microblogging site, American super-
model Gigi Hadid is no more on Twitter,
Taking to Instagram, Gigi announced 
that she has deactivated her Twitter 
account amid the mass layoffs, includ-
ing the human rights team, Page Six 
reported.

Criticising Musk over his leadership, 
Gigi wrote, “For a long time, but especial-
ly with its new leadership, it’s becoming 

more and more of a cesspool of hate and 
bigotry, and its [sic] not a place I want 
to be a part (sic) of.” She also apologised 
to her fans for deactivating her Twitter 
account. “Only sorry to the fans, who I 

have loved connecting with for a decade 
via Twitter, but I can’t say “I can’t stay it’s 
a safe place for anyone, nor a social plat-
form that will do more good than harm,” 
she concluded.

Last week, Musk fired hundreds of em-
ployees after taking control of Twitter.

Musk said that it was needed as Twit-
ter was losing more than USD 4 million 
per day.”Regarding Twitter’s reduction 
in force, unfortunately, there is no choice 
when the company is losing over USD 
4M/day.," he tweeted. 

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON         

NEW TECHNOLOGY SURFACES TO 
REDUCE POTHOLES

CUTTING-EDGE 

Researchers have created 
an “intelligent compaction” 
technology that can evaluate 
the quality of road base com-
paction in real-time and is 
integrated into a road roller. 
Roads can become safer and 
more durable with improved 
road construction, which can 
also lower maintenance costs 
and pothole counts.

Months of persistent rain 
and flooding have brought 
home how crucial good road 
building is since it prevents 
potholes and road sinking. 
Tyre blowouts and structural 
damage to automobiles and 
trucks are both brought on by 
this, and the likelihood of fatal 
accidents also rises.

The cutting-edge machine 
learning method was cre-
ated by a research team from 
the University of Technology 
Sydney and uses data from a 
sensor mounted to a construc-
tion roller. 

Together with Professor 
Hadi Kahbbaz, Dr. Di Wu, and 
Ph.D. student Zhengheng Xu, 
Associate Professor Behzad 
Fatahi, head of geotechnical 
and transport engineering, 
oversaw the project.

“We have developed an 
advanced computer model 
that incorporates machine 
learning and big data from 
construction sites to predict 
the stiffness of compacted soil 

with a high degree of accu-
racy in a fraction of a second, 
so roller operators can make 
adjustments,” said Associate 
Professor Fatahi.

Roads are made up of three 
or more layers, which are 
rolled and compacted. The 
subgrade layer is usually soil, 
followed by natural materi-
als such as crushed rock, and 
then asphalt or concrete on 
top. The variable nature of 
soil and moisture conditions 
can result in under- or over-
compacted material.

“Like Goldilocks, the com-
paction needs to be ‘just right’ 
to provide the correct struc-
tural integrity and strength. 
Over-compaction can break 
down the material and change 
its composition, and under-
compaction can lead to un-
even settlement,” said Asso-
ciate Professor Fatahi.

“A well-compacted multi-
layer road base provides a sta-
ble foundation and increases 
the capacity of a road to bear 
heavy loads. Trucks can 
weigh up to 40 tonnes, so a 
poor quality base can quickly 
lead to cracks and weak spots 
in the asphalt surface.”

According to research that 
was just published in the peer-
reviewed journal Engineer-
ing Structures, the use of this 
technology could aid in the 
construction of more resilient 
roadways that can endure ex-
treme weather.

TDG NETWORK
SYDNEY     

5 BIZARRE CLUBS FROM THE PAST
“Gentlemen’s clubs” are the first thing that comes to 
mind when we consider clubs and societies from the 
past. With that idea comes the notion of affluent men 
drinking, dining, and smoking cigars while debating 
“boring” subjects like politics and business. However, 
you’ll find that clubs in the past were considerably 
more intriguing and odd. Here are our 5 top picks-

THE ANTI-FLIRT CLUB
Formed in the early 1920s in Washington, DC, 
the Anti-Flirt Club was meant to protect young 
women from unwanted advances from men in 

automobiles. The club’s rules were published in The 
Washington Post in 1923. Rule No. 5 said, “Don’t wink—
a flutter of one eye may cause a tear in the other.” Soon, 
chapters of the club appeared in Manhattan, Chicago, 
and other cities. Interestingly, Manhattan’s Anti-Flirt 
Club was headed by men. 

THE NO-NOSE CLUB
As syphilis raged throughout the 19th cen-
tury, many people lost their noses as a result. 
This deformity became so common that the 

No-Nose Club was soon born. On February 18, 1874, an 
eccentric gentleman had witnessed so many noseless 
people in the streets of London. 

THE UGLY FACE CLUB
During the 18th and 19th centuries, physical 
deformities resulted in social exclusion and 
sometimes even street harassment. The Ugly 

Face Clubs were a response to this social injustice—
they were gentlemen’s clubs whose members were 
proud of their facial eccentricities. They rejected the 
idea of physiognomy, which claimed that facial features 
revealed one’s character. 

THE POTATO CLUB
The Potato Club (aka the Potato Society) was 
formed by Nicholas II, the last emperor of 
Russia, and Brothers Alexander, Sergei, and 

George Mikhailovich. The Potato Society was suppos-
edly named after an incident on a paper chase, a racing 
game played outdoors. 

THE FAT MEN’S CLUB
During the 19th and 20th centuries, Fat Men’s 
Clubs sprang up all over America. Their 
mantra was: “We’re fat, and we’re making 

the most of it!” Their motto was: “I’ve got to be good-
natured; I can’t fight, and I can’t run.” To be a member, 
one had to weigh at least 90 kilograms (200 lb), pay a 
$1 fee, and learn a secret handshake and password. 

— BIPLAB DAS

This newly-formed friendship could have continued with a lunch 
date, but it could not as Elizabeth died before they could reunite.
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The National Capi-
tal faces a “health 
emergency”-like 

situation with the air of 
Delhi-NCR in ICU. Toxic 
air impacts our bodies in 
the short term as well as 
the long term. The air qual-
ity index in Delhi continues 
to be in very poor to severe 
condition. People in the na-
tional capital are gasping for 
some fresh air. Many experts 
and doctors say that capital 
air is likely to be worse than 
Covid. Children, old people, 
and pregnant women are 
suffering due to polluted 
air. According to a report, 
people in Delhi are smoking 
26 cigarettes every day just 
by breathing the city’s toxic 
air at a severe AQI.

Senior Consultant of Re-

spiratory and Critical Care 
Medicine department of 
Indraprastha Apollo Hos-
pitals, Dr Nikhil Modi 
says, “Definitely patients 
are increased in the OPD 
with cough, running nose, 
breathing difficulty, chest in-
fection due to rising air pol-
lution and requiring more 
and more admissions.”

Even due to exposure to 
air pollution, viral infec-
tions that have been mild 
in the past are turning out 
to be a big problem, with 
falling oxygen levels requir-
ing admission, asthma, and 
COPD (coronary obstrutive 
pulmonary disease), a dis-
ease of smokers leading to 
breathlessness, being seen 
in the patient due to air pol-
lution.

Usually, asthma is seen in 
1 in 5 children, but now ev-
ery third child has asthma 
or asthma-like symptoms. 
These symptoms are espe-
cially increased during this 
time of the year.

Children are more vulner-
able as their lungs are devel-
oping. Other than that, it is 
well documented that 10% 
to 15% of children in Delhi 
have existing allergies. The 

increase in PM2.5, which 
goes deeper into the respi-
ratory system and other 
organs, is usually caused by 
burning. The coarse parti-
cles can lead to upper respi-
ratory tract symptoms.

According to the Addition-
al Professor of the Depart-
ment of Pulmonary, Critical 
Care, and Sleep Medicine at 
AIIMS, Delhi, nowadays, 
PM10 and PM2.5 levels are 

very high, which have a 
bad impact on our bodies. 
PM10 is a larger particle 
that can stick in the eyes, 
nostrils, and upper airways 
and cause irritation. These 
can include symptoms like 
itching in the eyes, red eyes, 
, snitching, throat irritation, 
and other effects. The small-
er particles, like PM2.5, are 
inhaled into the lungs. From 
the lungs, they can be ab-

sorbed in the bloodstream 
and circulation. From there, 
they can be deposited and 
transported to body organs, 
and therefore, the effects of 
air pollution are not limited 
to the lungs and heart; they 
can affect many body organs 
like brain, heart, kidney, and 
also have associated effects 
like diabetes and cancer in 
the long term.

Dr Nikhil Modi says, 
“Lung cancer is the most 
common cancer, which has 
often been associated with 
smoking in the past, but, 
the rise in air pollution is an 
equally important cause of 
lung cancer. Many patients 
are coming without a his-
tory of smoking, especially 
in the younger age group.”

Dr Karan Madan says, “If 
you want to keep healthy in 
this gas chamber situation, 
then you should avoid go-
ing out, especially with chil-
dren, pregnant women, and 
old people. Wear a mask, 
eat a balanced diet, and do 
regular exercises inside the 
residence.
As told to Manohar Kesari, iTV 
Network.

surge in Patients at hosPital oPDs 
Due to increasing air Pollution

Dr Nikhil MoDi & Dr karaN MaDaN

Brain strokes, heart attacks more 
common in winter months

‘recognise long-term rePercussions of air Pollution’ how to take care of  
your brain anD heart 
During winter months 

Strokes happen each day. In 
fact, if you look at the stroke 
statistics, as published by 
the ICMR, one stroke occurs 
every 20 seconds and one 
death stroke every two min-
utes, so the stroke statistics 
are truly staggering. Howev-

er, there are situations when 
strokes or types of stroke can 
be much more common in 
the winter months.

It is said that the types of 
strokes that are essentially 
hemorrhagic, or caused by 
bleeding in the brain, are 
much more common. Clots 
like when you have a heart 
attack, when the blood clots 
in the blood supply in the 
heart, you can have a clot 
that is causing a lack of blood 
supply in the brain; this is 
called an “ischemic stroke.”

What is important is that 
an ischemic stroke occurs 
early in the morning, espe-

cially when one wakes up 
in the morning. Several fac-
tors contribute to this. The 
blood is thicker in the winter 
months, and the blood ves-
sels are short of constraint, 
which can increase blood 
pressure, rupture blood 
vessels, or cause bleeding in 
the brain called hemorrhagic 
strokes. Strokes can there-
fore be much more common 
in the winter months.

In fact, one study says that 
for every 10 degree drop in 
blood pressure, there is a 
12%–18% increase in the oc-
currence of strokes.

So one needs to check blood 

pressure, hydrate well, avoid 
exposure to weather varia-
tions, maintain a healthy life-
style, sleep well, don’t smoke, 
don’t take alcohol , be physi-
cally active, and be at optimal 
health at the same time. Pre-
vention is the best part-care 
of stroke- immediate ivanous 
,immediate pick up, immedi-
ate response, and reach out 
as an emergency to the right 
place at the right time will 
definitely mitigate the kind 
of damage stroke care does, 
so be stroke care smart.
Dr M.V. Padma is the head of 
neurology department at 
AIIMS, Delhi.  

 Vehicles commute on a road amid dense smog in New Delhi. 

one stroke occurs every 20 seconds. 

Stubble burning in Sangrur. 

An excessive rise in stubble burn-
ing led the Delhi Air Quality Index 
to very poor, severe, and hazard-
ous categories. The Daily Guardian 
spoke to the environment expert of 
PGIMER’s Environment Studies 
Department, Professor Dr. Ravin-
der Khaiwal, who has long expe-
rience in air quality and diseases 
associated with it. 

We asked Dr Khaiwal how bad it 
could be for kids, pregnant wom-
en, and old people when we have 
an AQI touching 500.

Dr. Ravinder Khaiwal: If kids, 
pregnant women, and old people 
are in direct, continuous contact 
and are breathing in such air, then 
it affects their health badly, espe-
cially their lungs. It depends on 
how long one is exposed to such 
a polluted environment. The pol-
lution monitoring agencies cited a 
huge jump in stubble burning in 
neighbouring states, especially 
Punjab, as the reason for the de-
terioration of air quality in the city.

Q: How long does one have to suffer 
this stubble-burning chaos?

Dr. Ravinder Khaiwal: The next 

ten days are crucial as the harvest-
ing season will be at its peak and 
the situation may deteriorate fur-
ther as less than 50% of the sown 
area in Punjab has been harvested, 
according to the Visible Infrared 

Imaging Radiometer Suite (VI-
IRS).

Q: Why do you think where is the 
problem—with farmers, mechanisms, 
government?

Dr. Khaiwal: The real problem 

is in recognising the long-term 
repercussions of it. The govern-
ment is doing its job, be it a central 
or state government. Haryana has 
many such farmers who are using 
stubble as fuel. In Punjab, farm-

ers have the basic issue of not 
receiving financial benefits after 
the disposal of straw. But some-
how every stakeholder is lagging 
in understanding the long-term 
side effects of it. There are lots of 
efforts by governments, NGOs, 
industries, progressive farmers, 
and academic or research organi-
zations, but solutions need to be 
implemented at the ground level. 
Further, behaviour change also 
requires persistent efforts.

Q: The recent number of outdoor 
patients with asthma in Delhi has 
increased five times more than the 
previous month in AIIMS. In Punjab, 
too, patients are experiencing diffi-
culty breathing. What is the solution 
if this situation persists for more than 
15 days?

Dr. Ravinder Khaiwal: It’s better 
in this situation, which is going to 
get worse in the coming days, that 
asthma patients, co-morbid pa-
tients, kids, and old people shall 
stay indoors. The government 
does have a system in place when 
they have to declare a holiday or 
forced isolation at the most affected 
places. 

Interviewed by Taruni Gandhi, 
iTV Network.

TDG NeTwork 
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Dr aNiSh DeSai 

Dr M. V. PaDMa

Dr MohiT GuPTa

Food warriors in the 
battle against cold

The winter season brings 
spells of cold breeze, pleas-
ant weather, air pollution, 
and rising flu cases. Children 
and the elderly are at risk of 
catching the flu. It is neces-
sary to keep in mind that 
your body needs appropriate 
nutrition to boost immunity.

Increasing breathing is-
sues due to air pollution and 
viral fever cases in the win-
ter wreak significant havoc 
among those with weak im-

munity, especially children 
and the elderly. The need of 
the hour is to adopt strin-
gent measures to lessen the 
impact of air pollution and 
prevent viral transmission. 
What we ignore is that it is 
very simple. Eating the right 
foods is the easiest way to 
control the biological effects 
of viral infection and air pol-
lution.

Here are some food war-
riors in the battle against 
winter. Include them in your 
diet and witness the positive 
changes in your health.

Honey: It is traditionally 
known to cure cough and 
cold.

Ghee: It helps strengthen 
your immunity. It can be 
added to any of your prepa-
rations, or you can combine 
or alternate vegetable oils 
with ghee in the winter. 

Broccoli is a rich source 
of Vitamin C which makes 
it the right choice as an im-
munity-boosting food. More-
over, they also contain beta-
carotene and antioxidants. 
Broccoli detoxifies the lungs 
by removing toxins. Broccoli 

contains sulforaphane, an 
anti-carcinogenic compound 
that helps release benzene 
from the body. 

Flaxseeds: Flaxseeds are 
enriched in phytoestrogens 
and omega-3 fatty acids. 
They work miraculously 
for asthma patients by sup-
pressing allergy symptoms 
and improving cardiac 
health.

Amla / Indian Goose-
berry: It is a forefront food 
warrior to beat the health 
risks associated with harsh 
winters and air pollution. 
Its high Vitamin C content 
strengthens your metabo-
lism by preventing cellular 
damage. The anti-inflamma-
tory properties of this super-
food promote heart health 
and evade liver damage.

Omega-3 fats: These safe-
guard the body against the 
effects of air pollution on the 
heart and lungs. Walnuts, 
chia seeds, methi, and mus-
tard also provide omega-3.

Spinach is power-packed 
with antioxidants like lutein, 
carotene, and zeaxanthin. 
Spinach boosts the immune 
system and protects our 
lungs.

Til (sesame seeds) keeps 
you warm in the winter. It is 
usually made in the month 
of December and continues 
until Makar Sankranti.

Khichdi (eg. Moong dal/
Bajra/) is a winter food that 
is both nutritious and filling. 
Jowar is also a healthy choice 
for winters. 

Include these in your diet 
and witness the positive 
changes in your health.
Dr Anish  Desai  i s  MD, 
Clinical Pharmacologist and 
Nutraceutical Physician, 
Founder and CEO IntelliMed 
Healthcare Suctions.
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Heart attacks, brain strokes, 
and hypertension are sig-
nificantly increased in the 
winter months because, at 
this time, the heart has to 
work twice as hard to keep 
the whole body warm and 
ensure proper blood supply.

The nerves shrink due to 
the low temperature, and 
oxygen is reduced for them. 
Due to this, sometimes the 
muscles are not able to get 
nutrition. Therefore, take 
care of this time. Blood pres-
sure and cholesterol are 
also increased in the winter 
months.

What we should do in the 
winter:

 1- Wear warm clothes that 
keep the body warm so that 
the blood pressure will de-
crease and the risk of a heart 
attack will be reduced.

2- Do yoga, exercise daily; 
do light aerobics, do home 
workouts, and dance; regu-
lar exercise keeps you warm, 
keeps you fit, and keeps your 
blood supply appropriate.

3-Do 10 minutes of medita-
tion daily in the morning and 
10 minutes at night.

4- Take a healthy diet be-
cause, in winter, the digestive 
process slows down and di-
gestion is not done properly. 
Therefore, avoid fried food, 
sweets, and fatty foods. Eat 
high-fiber foods.

5- Control diabetes.
6- Avoid sudden exertion.
7- Be easy from a busy life 

means taking a short break.
Dr Mohit Gupta is the professor 
of cardiology department at G B 
Pant Hospital. 



spiritually speaking the daily guardian review
tue sday |  08 november 2022
new delhi14

Holding on to, and 
repeating a conver-
sation in one’s head 

over and over again creates 
patterns of thought. This is 
over-thinking. Some of us 
keep running a conversa-
tion inside their head with-
out even realising it. 

Over-thinking creates 
‘pathways’ of worry, panic 
and anxiety. This leads to 
stress and the body reacts. 
You begin to fall sick when 
you over think. Your immu-
nity goes down.

A lot of energy is needed 
for us to think our thoughts. 
It is believed that an average 
person thinks about 60,000 
thoughts everyday. Out of 
these, only a couple would 
be new thoughts. So all day 
long, we are thinking the 
same thoughts without even 
realising it. The vibrations 
we give out when we are 
repeating negative thoughts 
are associated with depres-
sion and fear. This can lead 
to much unhappiness for us 

and everyone around. Let 
me share a story. 

After the harvest season 
was over, farmer Ghasiram 
needed to plough his field 
but his plough was broken. 
“I’ll ask Sukhram. He’s a 
good man. He’ll lend me his 
plough.” So Ghasi began 
walking to Sukhram’s farm.

After crossing one field, 
Ghasi said to himself, “I hope 
Sukhram has finished his 
own ploughing or he’ll not be 
able to lend me his plough.” 
After a few minutes of wor-
rying and walking, Ghasi 
thought, “And what if Sukh-
ram’s plough is old? He won’t 
lend it to me, will he?” After 
another field, Ghasi scowled, 
“Sukhram was never a help-
ful fellow. He won’t be keen 
to lend me his plough even if 
it’s in good condition!”

Finally, when Ghasi ar-
rived at Sukhram’s farm, 
he was fuming, “That wily 
old Sukhram can be very 
rude. I am sure he’s got all 
his ploughing done, but he’ll 

not lend his plough to me 
just to watch me go to ruin!” 
He knocked on the door im-
patiently. Sukhram came out 
and said, “Namaste Ghasi 
bhai, what can I do for you?”

And Ghasi, with eyes bulg-
ing, shouted, “I don’t want 
your bloody plough! You 
can go and throw it into the 
well!”

It is possible to change the 
pattern of your thoughts so 
that you have positive con-
versations with yourself 
constantly. But, it can occur 
only if you consciously be-
gin to have ‘original’ positive 
thoughts, and you repeat 
such thoughts all day long. 

It needs a lot of willpower 
to do this. You have to force 
yourself to make this change 
repeatedly. It is difficult, but 
it is possible. Often, you need 
someone who can hold your 
hand to keep you on track.

Such conversations with 
ourselves are called affirma-
tions. One of the most popu-
lar affirmations is French 
psychologist Émile Coué’s, 
“Everyday in every way I am 
getting better and better.” It 
is always good to create your 
own personal affirmations. 
For example, ‘I am power-
ful’, ‘I am healthy’ and, ‘I am 
healing myself’.

Affirmations are like man-

tras. Ancient mantras were 
sources of great power. If we 
chant a mantra even without 
knowing what it means, the 
mantra can transform our 
energy.  

Through constant repeat-
ing of affirmations you stop 
giving space for negative 
thoughts to emerge sponta-
neously in your head. If you 
keep doing this over time, the 
patterns of negative thoughts 
like worry, panic, fear and 
anxiety start breaking up; 
and in their place, you have 
positive affirmations appear-
ing unbidden. 

When you ‘overthink’ such 
positive thoughts, there is a 
radical shift in your being. 
Not only will you heal your-
self, but things around you 
will imbibe the positive en-
ergies you emanate.

When thoughts like, ‘I am 
good’, ‘I am worthy’, ‘I am 
loved’, ‘I am healing myself’, 
‘I am powerful’, ‘I am joy-
ful’, ‘I am at peace’ start ap-
pearing spontaneously, they 
are going to transform your 
conversations, your actions, 
your body and the environ-
ment all around you.
Deepam Chatterjee, the author 
of The Millennial Yogi, can be 
reached at  deepamchatterjee@
yahoo.co.in

OVERTHINKING LEADS TO 
UNHAPPINESS 

KEEP IT SIMPLE 

Ego makes you sacrifice yourself for a cause. Ego gives 
strength and courage and brings valor to meet chal-
lenges with endurance and perseverance. A strong 
ego will counteract depression. Ego is often consid-
ered selfish but it is the greatest motivating factor for 
creativity and generosity. Ego propels you to venture 
into the unknown.There are three types of ego – sattvic, 
rajasic and tamasic.Tamasic ego is barbaric, blind and 
self-destructive.Rajasic ego is self-centered and causes 
misery to oneself and others.Sattvic ego is creative and 
has protective tendencies.If you cannot surrender, at 
least have a sattvic ego, as a sattvic ego is always ready 
to sacrifice.

“Ego” is not something that you got because you did 
something well or because you became rich or beau-
tiful or anything else. When you started kicking in 
your mother’s womb, the ego was born. The very first 
mistake of getting identified with your physical body 
means the ego was born. It is a defense mechanism. 
You got identified with this little body. This little or-
ganism has to survive in this vast existence of which 
you have no perception to even know where it begins 
and where it ends. Just to survive, you have to project 
yourself like a big man. So the ego is born. It is a false 
reality you created just for the sake of survival.

Ego is the most impotent thing in the world. But no-
body realises it, because it goes on asking for more, it 
never gives you a space to look at the situation. Before 
you become aware, it pushes you further and further 
somewhere. Always the goal is somewhere near the 
horizon. The evening never comes; the horizon re-
mains always at the same distance. The horizon is 
an illusion; all the goals of ego are just illusions. It is 
within you and you go without it. You are carrying it: 
the supreme most power, the divine itself, is in you.

GURU SPEAK DRAwbAcKS Of EGO

Sri Sri ravi Shankar 

oSho

SadhguruDeepam Chatterjee

When I first became a spiritual 
seeker, I often participated in 
spiritual retreats where I ex-
perienced blissful meditations. 
Returning to my everyday life 
was a different matter altogeth-
er, however. I usually fell back 
into old behavioral patterns and 
was often quite miserable.

What helped me most dur-
ing the “in between times” was 
to call on God and Guru’s grace 
in times of need by doing japa. 
When my mind became nega-
tive or fearful I would do japa by 
repeating a mantra, and my 
negative thoughts  would 
usually dissolve.

In stressful situations like 
driving to out-of-the-way loca-
tions, which is often necessary 
in my job as a family court attor-
ney, doing japa would calm me 
down and I was able to find my 
destinations.

Kriya yoga: a turning 
point
Receiving Kriya Yoga initiation 
in 2006 was an important 
turning point in learning not 
to compartmentalize my life. 
Since then, my meditations have 
become deeper and I find it easier 
to remain centered in the midst of 
life’s storms.

As a result, I’ve been able 
to experience first hand the 
truth that all life situations, 
and not just the time spent 
in meditation and prayer, are 
opportunities for spiritual 
growth.

a challenging 
relationship
A year after receiving Kriya 

Yoga initiation, I went through 
one of the most challenging 
times in my life as an attorney. I 
had been appointed by the court 
to represent a woman whose 
teen-age daughter had been re-
moved from her care and placed 
in foster care.

This woman was very dis-
turbed emotionally. Initially, 
she spent most of our meet-
ings berating me, threatening 
either to fire me or to report 
me to the state bar association 
(she couldn’t fire me since I was 
court-appointed), or fixating on 
fears not based in reality.

Familiar Fears
A year and half into my rela-
tionship with this woman, I felt 
inspired during one of her ti-
rades to gaze at her at the point 
between the eyebrows (the spir-
itual eye), and to think of her as 
a child of God. The effect on me 
was immediate.

Despite her negativity, I sud-
denly felt immense compassion 
for her—and for myself. I real-
ized that in many ways she was 
my teacher. She had fears that 
were familiar to me—fears of 
not being loved, of being reject-
ed by society, of not being ap-
preciated, of being misjudged, 
of not being good enough.

The differences between us 
were only a matter of degree. 
She allowed her fears to over-
whelm her to such an extent 
that she was unable to func-
tion. I, on the other hand, was 
learning to control my mind 
and transcend my emotions 
through the practice of medita-
tion, prayer, and japa.

listening more 
intuitively
That was a turning point in 
our relationship. After that, I 
saw every phone call and every 
meeting with her as an oppor-
tunity for inner growth—for me 
to remain centered and compas-
sionate no matter what she said 
or did, and to listen more intui-
tively to how best to help her.

I learned not to insist that she 
spell out her exact positions 
on the legal situation with her 

daughter—something that was 
extremely difficult for her to do. 
Instead, I encouraged her to ex-
press her feelings and emotions, 
which turned out to be far more 
productive.

I learned to listen to her, to 
translate her feelings and con-
cerns into coherent legal posi-
tions, and to present them in 
court in an organized manner. 
She felt that she had been heard 
and was grateful for that.

She even seemed healed by the 
process. She was more relaxed 
during our meetings, less anx-
ious. Her tirades became less 
frequent and less “dramatic.” 
At one point she even invited 
me to join her at a dinner at 
her church, which was a huge 
demonstration of gratitude and 

kindness on her part.
At the end of our 3-year attor-

ney-client relationship, she no 
longer perceived me as some-
one who might hurt or aban-
don her but as an ally, someone 
on her side.

a mysterious illness
The biggest step forward in my 
progress toward seeing my spir-
itual and everyday life as one 
came in 2008 when I was hit 
with a mysterious illness. Just 
a few months earlier I had been 
enjoying long hikes with my 
dog, meditating and doing yoga 
postures regularly, and carry-
ing a heavy family law caseload.

Suddenly I was struggling 
with dizzy spells, bodily weak-
ness, and a sense of being totally 

overwhelmed by any minor 
demand on my time and atten-
tion.  In less than two months, 
however, 15 weekend guests—
students and teachers from the 
Ananda Institute and other 
Ananda friends—were due to 
arrive.

One week before their arrival, 
a blood test disclosed a vitamin 
B12 deficiency. I wondered: how 
fast would the vitamin B12 pills 
make me feel somewhat normal 
again?

opening to god and 
guru
I considered canceling their 
visit—the events planned for 
the weekend included a kirtan, 
Sunday Service, and a hike and 
visit to the local Buddhist Stupa 
Park. How could I, in my state 
of total fatigue and discomfort, 
get the house ready, plan meals, 
cook, set up sleeping arrange-
ments, and look somewhat 
happy to see them when they 
arrived?

Though weakened by illness, 
I was nonetheless determined 
to find a way to be ready for my 
guests. After meditating, I sur-
rendered the situation to God 

and my Guru, Paramhansa 
Yogananda, and asked them 
to take charge of my body and 
flow through me so that things 
would be ready for my friends’ 
arrival.

I curtailed my work sched-
ule as much as possible and 
each day managed to get one 
thing done.  I was pale and eight 
pounds thinner the day my 
Ananda friends arrived, but the 
house was clean, the food was 
ready, and I felt blissful to see so 
many bright faces at my door-
step.

a marathon oF joy
The weekend was a marathon, 
but I felt so much joy I could 
barely eat or sleep. My home 
vibrated with music, laughter, 
singing, love, and devotion.

I have several musical instru-
ments in my house but I am not 
a musical person and cannot 
play any of them. During that 
weekend, those instruments 
heard beautiful tunes as the stu-
dents played Swami Kriyanan-
da’s music all day long.

By Monday morning all my 
guests had left, and I had a few 
days to rest before the arrival of 
another weekend Ananda guest 
and more Ananda events. My 
body was still somewhat weak, 
but once again everything got 
done.

During the Sunday evening 
satsang in my home, the visiting 
Ananda minister spoke about 
energy and quoted Paramhansa 
Yogananda’s statement that one 
small gram of human flesh has 
enough energy to light up an 
entire city. We did Swami Kri-
yananda’s Superconscious Liv-
ing Exercises and my body felt 
refreshed. What most amazed 
me were my vitality and readi-
ness to serve.

many blessings; many 
lessons
What did I learn from these 
two experiences? I learned that 
if I put total effort and willing-
ness into a project, not only do 
I open myself to God’s wisdom 
and guidance, I also receive the 
strength I need to serve.

I learned also that there is no 
difference between the “spiri-
tual” and the “mundane” when 
I perceive myself as God’s in-
strument and am willing to do 
whatever needs to be done. My 
willingness opens the door to 
the infinite source of all energy 
and strength.

Though I had heard and read 
many times, “God is the Doer,” 
this was my first experience 
of what it meant to act with 
the sense that God was acting 
through me. Previously, I had 
always felt that I was the doer, 
even when thinking of God dur-
ing activities or consciously try-
ing to serve God through oth-
ers.

What a difference it is to expe-
rience the truth that God is om-
nipresent, all-pervasive, and 
ever-ready to pick us up when 
we stumble or fall!

everything is an 
opportunity
The blessing I most cherish is 
the growing realization that all 
situations in life are opportu-
nities for inner growth. It was 
easier perhaps for me to learn 
this lesson when the outward 
activities were of a spiritual na-
ture, like the Ananda events I 
hosted in my home, rather than 
my daily mundane duties.

But it has become clear that 
what’s important is not what I do 
but being in a state of surrender 
and alignment with the divine 
will.

My health and strength have 
returned. Life’s many duties 
have become simpler and much 
less exhausting. I continue to 
enjoy spiritual retreats but I 
also enjoy my daily spiritual 
journey. Everyday I pray that I 
become a better devotee, more 
surrendered to the divine will, 
so that God can flow through 
me in all that I do.
Daniella Nitya Ferrari  is a spiri-
tual seeker since 1991, Daniella 
Ferrari is currently the leader of 
the Ananda Meditation and Book 
Study Group in Sedona, AZ.   In 
her work as a family law attorney, 
she represents indigent clients and 
abused and neglected children. 

Bringing God into Daily Life
wITH GOD, REGULARLY

Daniella nitya Ferrari

Though I had heard and read many times, 
“God is the Doer,” this was my first experience 
of what it meant to act with the sense that 
God was acting through me. Previously, I 
had always felt that I was the doer, even when 
thinking of God during activities or consciously 
trying to serve God through others.



Holger Rune’s quick rise hit 
a new milestone on Sunday 
at the Paris Masters, where 
the 19-year-old teenager pro-
duced a stunning comeback 
to down Novak Djokovic 3-6, 
6-3, 7-5 and clinch his maid-
en ATP Masters 1000 title.

Having dropped the first 
set, Rune recovered from 
0/40 in the opening game of 
the second and a 1-3 deficit 
in the third, saving six break 
points in the final game as he 
dug deep to defeat Djokovic 
and claim the biggest title of 
his career in dramatic fash-
ion. “It means everything 
to me, a perfect way to fin-
ish the week. It’s a privilege 
to share the court with No-
vak,” ATP.com quoted Rune 
as saying.

“I’m feeling lovely to be 
honest, it’s the best feeling. If 
you told me four weeks ago, I 
would be Top 10... I would be 
like ‘What, sorry?’. Now I’m 

here and I’m super proud,” 
said Rune.

Rune moved past Hubert 
Hurkacz, Andrey Rublev, 
Carlos Alcaraz and Felix 
Auger-Aliassime to reach 
his first Masters 1000 final.

“It was the most stressful 
game of my life. My heart 
was almost in my brain. I 
was already starting to think 
about the tie-break. I’m very 
proud I could finish it,” the 

new Paris Masters cham-
pion said.

Rune slammed 17 winners 
off that wing to Djokovic’s six 
in his two-hour, 33-minute 
victory. His title campaign 
in Paris will also lift him to 
a career-high No. 10 in the 
ATP Rankings on Monday. 
It was also the first time 
Djokovic lost in 31 Masters 
1000 finals when he has 
won the first set.
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Holger Rune

Stunning comeback

Holger Rune stuns Novak 
Djokovic to clinch Paris 
Masters title

aSian boxing championShipS 

Shiva Thapa defeats South Korea’s 
Minsu Choi, assures sixth medal 

India’s Shiva Thapa secured at least 
a bronze medal at the Asian Boxing 
Championships 2022 with a 4-1 vic-
tory over South Korea’s Minsu Choi 
in the 63.5kg category quarter-finals 
in Amman, Jordan on Sunday.

A semi-final outing by the Lon-
don 2012 Olympian and 2013 Asian 
champion Shiva Thapa give him a 
chance to fetch his sixth medal at the 
Asian Championships, making him 
the first male boxer in the history of 
the continental meet to achieve this 
feat. Thapa, who had won silver in 
2017 and 2021 apart from winning 
bronze in 2015 and 2019, will be up 
against 2019 gold medallist Bakho-
dur Usmonov of Tajikistan in the 
semi-final on Friday.

Earlier in the day, Indian boxer Mo-
hammad Hussamuddin advanced to 
the semifinal of the ongoing Asian 
Boxing Championships being held 
in Amman, Jordan after defeating 

South Korea’s Haengseok Lee in the 
quarterfinal bout of 57 kg (feather-
weight) category.

Hussamuddin defeated his oppo-
nent 5-0 in a dominant fashion. With 
his win, he has assured India of their 
6th medal in the championship.

“6TH MEDAL CONFIRMED! 
What a show @Hussamboxer, 
keep it up. #AsianChampionships 
#PunchMeinHaiDum #Boxing,” 
tweeted the Boxing Federation of 
India (BFI).

Indian boxer Ananta Chopade 
suffered a defeat in the quarterfinal 
clash of the 54 kg (bantamweight) 
category. He lost the match by 0-4.

“Comeback stronger #AsianCham-
pionships #PunchMeinHaiDum 
#Boxing,” tweeted BFI.

Earlier on Saturday, Indian Olym-
pic medalist boxer Lovlina Borgo-
hain advanced to the semifinal of 
the 75 kg category after a win over 
Kazakhstan’s Valentina Khalzova on 
Saturday’s quarterfinal bout.

She won her match by 3-2 by split 

decision. Her win has assured India 
of the fifth medal after Minakshi 
(52 kg), Preeti (57 kg), Parveen (63 
kg) and Ankushita Boro (66 kg) 
won their respective quarterfinal 
matches.

India’s Pooja (70kg) suffered a 0-5 
defeat against Kazakhstan’s Dariga 
Shakimova in the quarter-finals 
bout. The championships will be 
held in Jordan from 1 November to 
12 November.

India squad (as per Olympics.
com):

Men:  Govind Sahani 
(48kg), Sparsh Kumar (51kg), 
Ananta Chopade (54kg), Md. 
Hussamuddin (57kg), Etash 
Khan (60kg), Shiva Thapa 
(63.5kg), Amit Kumar (67kg), 
Sachin (71kg), Sumit (75kg), 
Lakshya (80kg), Kapil (86kg), 
Naveen (92kg), Narender (+92kg).

Women: Monika (48kg), Savita 
(50kg), Minakshi (52kg), Sakshi 
(54kg), Preeti (57kg), Simranjit 
(60kg), Parveen (63kg), Ankushita 

Boro (66kg), 
Pooja (70kg), 
Lovlina Bor-
gohain (75kg), 
Saweety Boo-
ra (81kg) and 
Alfiya Pathan 
(+81kg). 
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nida dar winS icc ‘women’S 
player of the month’ award

Veteran Pakistan all-round-
er Nida Dar has earned the 
ICC Women’s Player of the 
Month award for October 
2022 following some fantas-
tic all-rounder performanc-
es in the recently concluded 
Women’s

Indian batter Jemimah 
Rodrigues and all-rounder 
Deepti Sharma were also 
nominated for the award 
but the Pakistani veteran 
emerged as the winner over 
these two Indian stars. Dar 
delivered some fantastic per-
formances in the Women’s 
Asia Cup in October. In the 
tournament, she scored 145 
runs in five innings at an 
average of 72.50, with a half-
century under her belt. She 

also took eight wickets at an 
average of 14.87.

It was her performance 
against arch-rivals India 
that were a major highlight. 
She scored 56 runs and took 
2/23 with the ball to guide 
Pakistan to a win. Her per-
formances helped her side 
reach semifinal, where they 
lost to Sri Lanka by one run.

Expressing her happiness 
at winning the award, Dar 
was quoted as saying by 
ICC, “It was great to be nomi-
nated for the award, and to 
win it is very special to me. I 
wish we could have won the 
Women’s Asia Cup, but I am 
happy that we as a team are 
performing, and the recent 
series win against Ireland 
at home shows the commit-
ment the girls are putting 
into their game. I take great 
pride in representing my 
country and my aim is to 
contribute in my team win-
ning as much as I can.”

Meanwhile, India’s star 
batter Virat Kohli has been 
named the ICC Men’s Player 
of the Month for October 
2022 after some outstanding 
performances in the shortest 
format of the game.

TDG NETWORK
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India’s star batter Virat 
Kohli has been named 
the ICC Men’s Player of 

the Month for October 2022 
after some outstanding per-
formances in the shortest 
format of the game.

Kohli celebrates his first 
Player of the Month prize 
after registering 205 runs 
with the bat, and show-
casing the full array of his 
batting talent throughout 
October. As well as scor-
ing a brilliant half-century 
against the Netherlands in 
Sydney, he produced unfor-
gettable innings in the stun-
ning victory over Pakistan 
in front of a capacity crowd 
in Melbourne to kick off 
their Super 12 campaign in 
the Men’s T20 World Cup.

At one stage 31 for four, 
Kohli asserted his domi-
nance on the opposition 

bowlers in a memorable 
display of controlled aggres-
sion, eventually guiding 
his side to chase down the 
160 targets on the final ball, 
thanks to his unbeaten 82 

from 53 balls.
The India talisman se-

cures the award after being 
nominated for the first time, 
edging out a competitive 
field which included South 

Africa’s sublime finisher 
David Miller and the in-
form Sikandar Raza of Zim-
babwe, who both enjoyed 
key contributions at the ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup in 

Australia.
“It is a great honour for me 

to have been voted the ICC 
Men’s Player of the Month 
for October. Being chosen as 
the standout player by fans 
across the globe as well as 
the panel makes this acco-
lade even more special for 
me,” ICC quoted Virat Kohli 
as saying after receiving 
his ICC Men’s Player of the 
Month prize.

“I want to pay tribute to 
the other nominees who 
performed so well during 
the month and also to my 
teammates, who continue 
to support me to perform 
to the best of my ability,” he 
added.

Kohli’s efforts played a 
vital role in helping India 
reach the semi-finals of the 
T20 World Cup.

India will take on England 
in the second semi-final on 
10 November in Adelaide. 

outStanding performanceS 

Kohli celebrates his first Player of the Month prize after registering 205 runs with the bat, and show-
casing the full array of his batting talent throughout October

kohli bagS icc men’S player of the 
month award for october 2022

thrilling win

Indian hockey team beat Spain in FIH 
Men’s Hockey Pro League

Indian men’s hockey team 
picked up a thrilling 2-2 
(3-1 SO) win over Spain in 
the FIH Men’s Hockey Pro 
League 2022-2023 match at 
the Kalinga Stadium in Bhu-
baneswar on Sunday.

Captain Harmanpreet 
Singh (7’, 32’) scored a brace 
for India in the match. Spain 
Captain Marc Miralles (43’) 
and Pere Amat (55’) scored 
the two goals for Spain in 
the regulation time as they 
pushed the match to a Shoot-
Out, where India sailed past 
their opponents with goal-
keeper Krishan Pathak steal-
ing the show. The first chance 
of the regulation time came 
for India with Jugraj Singh 
passing the ball to Mandeep 
Singh who tried to enter the 
circle but was covered by the 
Spanish defence. An attack 
from the left flanks earned 
India a penalty corner op-
portunity, but Jugraj Singh’s 
shot just went wide. Minutes 
later, Shamsher Singh created 
another penalty corner for In-
dia and this time, Harman-
preet Singh struck it into the 

back of the net to give India 
a 1-0 lead.

Trailing by a goal, Spain 
showcased urgency to get 
the equaliser as Jordi Bonas-
tre earned his team an early 
penalty corner opportunity, 
only for Manpreet Singh to 
defend the shot. Spain tried to 
press deep inside India’s half, 
but Raj Kumar Pal did well to 

keep possession.
Spain Captain Marc Mi-

ralles created a golden chance 
from the left flank and found 
Alvaro Iglesias in front of the 
nets. But goalkeeper Krishan 
Pathak made a brilliant save 
to deny Spain and India went 
into halftime with their 1-0 
lead intact.

India threatened Spain’s de-

fence as soon as the second 
half began with Mandeep 
Singh pushing deep inside 
Spain’s half, and earning an 
early penalty corner.

Harmanpreet Singh con-
verted yet another set piece 
to send the Bhubaneswar 
crowd into raptures as India 
doubled their lead. Krishan 
Pathak made two sensational 

saves to deny the opposition 
a chance to score from con-
secutive penalty corners. 
Marc Miralles finally man-
aged to break the shackles as 
he opened the scoring for his 
team late in the third quarter.

With only 15 minutes left 
in the match, Spain pushed 
deep inside India’s circle to 
get the equaliser and earned 
themselves another early 
penalty corner. But Marc 
Miralles was unable to trap 
the ball, and Spain missed the 
opportunity to put pressure 
on the hosts.

Abhishek created a danger-
ous opportunity as he drib-
bled past Spanish defenders 
to enter the circle, but the ball 
just went wide off the target. 
Pere Amat scored a late goal 
as Spain levelled the scoring 
to push the match to a Shoot-
Out.

Harmanpreet Singh con-
verted the first attempt for 
India, while Krishan Pathak 
made the save in Spain’s first 
attempt from Joaquin Me-
nini. Raj Kumar Pal doubled 
India’s lead with the second 
attempt, while Rafael Vilal-
longa missed for Spain with 
the second attempt as well.

Indian men’s hockey team player in action

regaining Supremacy

Women’s kabaddi should 
be on lines of Pro- Kabaddi 
League for men’s

India women’s kabaddi 
team won gold twice in 
the Asian Games titles in 
2010 and 2014 but got sil-
ver in 2018 Asian Games 
in Jakarta, Indonesia, los-
ing to Iran in the crucial 
final. Recently, Noida Col-
lege of Physical Educa-
tion (NCPE), Noida newly 
appointed Director Dr 
Anil Kumar said it as one 
of the worst outing in the 
Jakarta Asian Games, he 
further said “it is time for 
a detailed analysis and re-
plan for Women’s develop-
ment especially Women’s 
Kabaddi like Men’s Pro-
Kabaddi League to regain 
supremacy in the Women’s 
Kabaddi.”

In the current Indian 
Women’s kabaddi ecosys-
tem it needs to be planned 
and host some multina-
tional tournament. It is 
high time and dire need of 
Women’s kabaddi League 
to restart women’s league 
like Pro-Kabaddi League 
for Men’s. According to 
NCPE, Coach cum Lectur-
er in Physical Education 

Yashoda Saini, NCPE has 
produced over 120 interna-
tional players in women’s 
and men’s section.

New rules for modern 
Kabaddi has drastically 
changed the world over 
and those involved with 
traditional and Indian 
sports for Kabaddi. No 
doubt, Kabaddi first made 
an appearance as a com-
petitive sports for women’s 
in 2010, Games Gzang-
zhou, Asian Games in 
China where NCPE’s two 
girls represented for India. 
In fact, they were the key 
players, one player was 
Vice Captain. Anita Mavi 
of Indian team who won 
the inaugural Women’s 

Kabaddi in Asian Games, 
the vice-captain of Indian 
team, none other than 
NCPE’s Kabaddi student.

Recently, the National 
Commission for Women 
(NCW) and Union Minis-
ter for Women and Child 
Development Smriti Irani 
hailed the historic decision 
of Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) on 
equal match fees for wom-
en players as their male 
counterparts. Some simi-
lar step should be taken to 
revamp Women’s Kabaddi 
in the country.
Author is a Consultant of 
Limca Book of Records and a 
former Asso. Prof University 
of Delhi

SuRESH KuMaR Lau
new Delhi

India women’s kabaddi team 

tdg network
bhubAneswAr 

tdg network
PAris 

Veteran Pakistan all-rounder 
Nida Dar 

Shiva Thapa 

tdg network
DubAi



Indian boxer Sumit assured 
India of their seventh medal 
at the ongoing Asian Box-
ing Championships being 
held in Amman, Jordan 
after defeating Thailand’s 
Borworn Kadamduan in 
the quarterfinal of the 75 kg 
(middleweight) category on 
Monday.

Sumit defeated Kadam-
duan by 3-2 via a split de-
cision. “ SUPER SUMIT 
Another medal assured 
#AsianChampionships 
#PunchMeinHaiDum 
#Boxing,” tweeted the Box-
ing Federation of India 
(BFI).

On the other hand, Sa-
chin suffered a 1-4 defeat 
against Kazakhstan’s Aslan-
bek Shymbergenov in the 
quarter-finals bout of the 
71 kg (light-middleweight) 
category.

“Comeback stronger 
champ. #AsianChampion-
ships #Boxing,” tweeted 
BFI.

Also, Lakshya Chahar 
suffered a 0-5 defeat against 
Uzbekistan’s Aslonov Odil-
jon in the quarter-final of 
the 80 kg (light-heavy-
weight) category.

Later tonight, Naveen 
Kumar will be in action 
against Kazakhstan’s Aibek 
Oralbay in the 92 kg (heavy-
weight) category.

Also, Narender will have 
a bout against Iran’s Iman 
Ramezanpourdelavar in 
the 92-plus (super-heavy-
weight) category.

The championships will 
be held in Jordan from No-
vember 1 to November 12.

India squad (as per 
Olympics.com):

Men: Govind 
Sahani (48kg), 
Sparsh Kumar 
( 5 1 k g ) ,  A n -
anta Chopade 
(54kg),  Md. 
Hussamuddin 
(57kg), Etash 
Khan (60kg), 
Shiva Thapa 
(63.5kg), Amit Ku-
mar (67kg), Sachin 

(71kg), Sumit (75kg), Lak-
shya (80kg), Kapil (86kg), 
Naveen (92kg), Narender 
(+92kg)

Women: Monika (48kg), 
Savita (50kg), Minakshi 
(52kg), Sakshi (54kg), Pre-
eti (57kg), Simranjit (60kg), 
Parveen (63kg), Ankushita 
Boro (66kg), Pooja (70kg), 
Lovlina Borgohain (75kg), 

S a w e e t y  B o o r a 
(81kg), Alfiya Pa-
than (+81kg). 

Suryakumar Yadav has 
earned a lot of acclaim from 
fans and players alike for 
his audacious strokes. On 
his scoop shot that he often 
utilises, the batter said that 
one needs to have an under-
standing of what bowler is 
going to bowl and how long 
the boundary is to hit the shot 
perfectly. He has been one of 
India’s star performers in this 
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup. 
His performances in recent 
games have led him to gain 
the No. 1 spot in the ICC Men’s 
T20I rankings. He has also 
scored the most number of 
runs overall in T20Is for 
year 2022. A truly 360-de-

gree player, Suryakumar’s 
form is going to be crucial if 
India wants to win the ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup. In 
five matches so far, the bat-
ter has scored 225 runs at an 
average of 75.00 with three 
half-centuries. He hit 61* off 
just 25 balls against Zimba-
bwe at the MCG on Sunday.

Speaking on Star Sports 
show ‘Follow the Blues’, 
Suryakumar Yadav spoke 
about how he manages to 
gauge the match and how he 
predetermined the scoop shot 
for a six, “You got to under-
stand what the bowler is go-
ing to bowl at that time, which 
is a little pre-determined at 
that moment. I practised 
that stroke a lot when I used 
to play rubber-ball cricket. So, 

you got to be thinking what 
the bowler is thinking at that 
time and if the field is in, I just 
back myself to go there. You 
got to know how long the 
boundary behind is. When 
I stand there, I feel it’s just 
60-65 meters and with the 
pace of the ball I just try and 
time it, take it on the sweet 
spot of the bat and if it hits, 
it just goes out there.”

He also spoke about 
how he handles pres-
sure situations in match-
es and how he tries to score 
runs all around the ground, 
he said “When I go into bat, 
I just I just try and look for 
a few boundaries or even if I 
do not get that, I just try and 
run as hard as possible be-

tween wickets. If you have 
to bat with Virat bhai then 
you have to run hard as well. 
But I try and do that, hit it in 
the gaps and run hard. But I 
know what strokes I need to 

play at that time. I try and 
play lot of percentage 
cricket. My strokes 
are sweeps, over 

cover, and cuts, if 
I am succeeding 
in that, I just 

take the game 
ahead from 

there.”
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arYna Sabalenka StunS 
iga Swiatek, to face 
caroline garcia in finalS

Aryna Sabalenka stunned 
World No.1 Iga Swiatek 6-2, 
2-6, 6-1 in their two-hour 
and seven-minute semifi-
nal clash to reach the last 
match of the WTA Finals 
on Sunday. Sabalenka tri-
umphed in her tour-leading 
28th three-set match of this 
season to reach her third 
final of the year. With their 
semifinal victories, both Sa-
balenka and Garcia will fin-
ish the year inside the Top 5.

After saving two break 
points in the first game, Sa-
balenka took control with 
two early breaks for 4-1. She 
proceeded to the one-set 
lead from there, transform-
ing three of her five break 
points.

In the second set, Swiatek 
levelled the match with a 
backhand winner down the 
line on her first set point.

But Sabalenka recovered 
control in the third set with 

enthusiasm. She went up an 
early break, using a power-
ful forehand to lead 3-1. Sa-
balenka cruised from there, 
hitting off huge shots on the 
last two points to notch the 
big upset.

Continuing her great 
form, No.6 seed Caroline 
Garcia swept into the last 
match of the WTA Finals 
with a comprehensive 6-3, 
6-2 victory over No.5 Maria 
Sakkari on Sunday. Garcia 
will face Aryna Sabalenka 
in the last match of the 
WTA Finals on Monday at 
Dickies Arena.

aSian boxing c’ShipS Shot in the arm

TDG NETWORK
aMMan   

Sumit advanceS to Semifinal, 
aSSureS india of Seventh medal

leading Scorer

India’s star batter Virat Kohli 
has revealed what former 
Indian captain MS Dhoni 
texted him during the lean 
patch and how the message 
“hit home” for him.

One of the most brilliant 
players in the current T20 
World Cup is Team India’s 
top batter Virat Kohli. With 
246 runs in five innings and 
a remarkable strike rate of 
138.98, Kohli is currently the 
tournament’s leading scorer. 
The 34-year-old batsman 
has three undefeated half-
centuries in the World Cup 
so far, all of which came in 
the direction of the winning 
team. “The only person who 
genuinely reached out to 
me was MS Dhoni. For me, 
that is such a blessing to 
know that I could have such 
a strong bond and relation-
ship with someone who is so 
senior to me. It’s more like a 
friendship based on a lot of 
mutual respect, and that’s 
one of the things he men-
tioned in the same message 
reaching out to me,” Kohli 
said on RCB Podcast.

“It is one of the things he 
mentioned in the same mes-

sage reaching out to me, that 
when you are expected to 
be strong and looked at as 
a strong individual, people 
forget to ask how are you do-
ing? So, it hit home to me, it 
was like this is it,” he added.

After a wait of 1,020 days, 
Virat Kohli finally scored a 
century against Afghanistan 
at the recently-concluded 
Asia Cup 2022. He ended 
up smashing 122* off just 61 
balls and equalled Ponting’s 
tally of 71 tons. He returned 
to the sport after a month-
long break and ended up as 
the second-highest scorer 
in the tournament with 276 
runs in five innings, consist-
ing of one century and two 

fifties.
Further talking about the 

same, Kohli said: “I have al-
ways been looked at as very 
confident, very mentally 
strong and can endure any 
situation and circumstance 
and show us the way. Some-
times you realise that at any 
given point of life, you need 
to take a couple of steps back 
and understand how you are 
doing.”

Virat is one of the stars of 
India’s campaign. He is the 
second-highest run-scorer 
in the tournament, hav-
ing scored 246 runs in five 
matches. Three fifties have 
come out of Kohli’s bat in the 
game.

virat kohli revealS 
dhoni’S text during hiS 
lean patch

In a significant boost to 
the morale of the Indi-
an men’s and women’s 

hockey teams, Hockey India 
on Sunday announced a new 
policy under which players 
will be assured of cash incen-
tives annually.

Under the new leadership 
of President Dilip Tirkey and 
Secretary General Bhola-
nath Singh, Hockey India 
will give away cash awards 
of Rs 50,000 each for play-
ers and Rs 25,000 each for 
support staff for every win 
the Indian teams register. 
The new policy will be a big 
shot in the arm for players, 
particularly those who come 
from difficult financial back-
grounds. The award will be 
for the playing members of 
the squad.

Only one week ago, Hockey 
India had announced Rs two 

lakh each to the players and 
one lakh each for support 
staff of the Indian junior 
men’s team who won the 
prestigious 10th Sultan of 

Johor Cup.
“Hockey India has unani-

mously decided to award a 
cash incentive of Rs 50,000 
each to the players of the 

Indian Men and Women’s 
Hockey Team for every vic-
tory they register from here 
on. The support staff will 
also be awarded Rs 25,000 

each and this cash incentive 
will be given away annually. 
I strongly believe this an-
nouncement will boost the 
morale of the Indian Teams 
as they prepare for the pres-
tigious World Cup in January 
and the Asian Games. While 
every player in the core group 
is employed, an incentive like 
this will attract more young-
sters to play hockey,” Hockey 
India President Dilip Tirkey 
said in an official statement 
released by HI.

Hockey India Secretary 
General Bholanath Singh 
said, “I believe this is a 
landmark decision taken 
by Hockey India. It will not 
only lift the spirit of the In-
dian teams to vie harder for 
victories but it will also make 
young aspiring hockey play-
ers believe that hockey can 
be a financially viable sport. 
I wish the Indian teams the 
very best in their endeav-
ours.” 

Shot in the arm

hockeY india announceS 
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Sri Lankan batter Da-
nushka Gunathilaka has 
been suspended from all 
forms of cricket by the Sri 
Lanka Cricket board after 
the batter was arrested 
and charged with sexual 
assault of a woman in 
Australia during the T20 
World Cup 2022 on Sun-
day.

“The Executive Commit-
tee of Sri Lanka Cricket 
decided to suspend na-
tional player Danushka 
Gunathilaka from all 
forms of cricket with im-
mediate effect and will not 
consider him for any selec-
tions after being informed 
that Mr. Gunathilaka was 
arrested and charged with 
sexual assault of a woman 
in Australia,” the Sri Lan-
ka Cricket said in an offi-
cial statement. Sri Lanka 
Cricket has emphasised 
its “zero tolerance” stance 
for any such behaviour 
and promised to take the 
appropriate actions to un-
dertake an investigation 
into the alleged infraction 
as soon as possible.

“Furthermore, Sri Lanka 
Cricket will take the nec-
essary steps to promptly 
carry out an inquiry into 
the alleged offense. Upon 
conclusion of the afore-
mentioned court case in 
Australia, steps will be 
taken to penalize the said 
player if found guilty. Sri 
Lanka Cricket wishes to 
emphasize that it adopts 
a “zero tolerance” policy 
for any such conduct by 
a player and will provide 
all the required support 
to the Australian law en-
forcement authorities to 
carry out an impartial in-
quiry into the incident,” 
the statement further 
read.

Danushka Gunathilaka 
was arrested in Sydney 

over alleged charges of 
rape on Sunday morning. 
According to The Sydney 
Morning Herald, the ar-
rest was made from the 
team hotel in Sydney’s 
central business district 
in connection with an al-
leged sexual abuse com-
plaint of a 29-year-old 
woman. The sexual as-
sault was reported at a 
property in Rose Bay ear-
lier in the week

“The woman met with 
the man after commu-
nicating with him for a 
number of days via an 
online dating application; 
it’s alleged he then sexu-
ally assaulted her on the 
evening of 2 November, 
2022. As part of ongoing 
investigations, a crime 
scene examination was 
undertaken by special-
ist police at an address in 
Rose Bay yesterday. Fol-
lowing further inquiries, 
a 31-year-old man was 
arrested at a hotel on Sus-
sex Street, Sydney, shortly 
before 1 am today (Sunday, 
6 November, 2022),” said 
a New South Wales police 
statement as quoted by ES-
PNcricinfo.

Earlier before SLC’s de-
cision came, Sri Lankan 
cricketer Gunathilaka was 

refused bail after the hear-
ing at a local court here on 
Monday.

According to a report in 
‘Sydney Morning Herald’, 
Gunathilaka appeared via 
video link in Downing Cen-
tre Local Court on Monday 
from Surry Hills cells. He 
was handcuffed and wear-
ing a grey T-shirt, blue 
jeans and thongs, as his 
lawyer Ananda Amaranath 
made a bail application.

“Certainly, we are consid-
ering an application to the 
Supreme Court ... and that 
will be done as soon as pos-
sible. He’ll be disappointed, 
clearly,” Sydney Morning 
Herald quoted Amaranth 
as saying outside court on 
Monday.

Due to a hamstring in-
jury, Gunathilaka was 
forced to withdraw from 
the T20 World Cup in the 
preliminary round. He 
was replaced in the lineup 
but stayed in Australia with 
the team. Since making his 
debut in November 2015, he 
has played for Sri Lanka in 
eight Tests, 47 ODIs, and 46 
T20Is.

After losing to England at 
the Sydney Cricket Ground 
in their final group match, 
Sri Lanka crashed out of the 
tournament on Sunday.  
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